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PREFACE.

IT is now about six years since I began to take notes of
these communications, given through my friend Mr. David
Duguid in trance; but, at that time, I had not the faintest
idea that they would swell out to the dimensions of a portly
volume. My rough notes were extended chiefly with the
view of reading them from time to time at the private
meetings of the associated Spiritualists of Glasgow, and
with no thought of further publicity. It is only within the
last twelve months that I was induced, by the oft-repeated
request of friends on whose judgment I rely, to prepare the
whole for the press. I was also encouraged in my purpose
by a promise on the part of the Spirits who control the
Medium, that they would illustrate their communications
by .Direct drawings and writings, thus, as it were, putting
their imprimatur on the work.
I have stated in the INTRODUCTION how, and in what
circumstances, the communications were received. How
they were received w!ll be readily understood by the Spiritualist, but there may be many led to peruse these pages
unacquainted with Modem Spiritualism, to whom I would
tender the advice-Begin at the Introduction if you want
to have some idea of the nature and source of the communications. The reason why they were given is briefly
stated by Hafed in his closing address:-" My main object
was to give to this age of the world some experi'mces of
my life in the body, in tlte hope tlltlt these, belo1tgittg to an
evmtful period of the world's history, might be of some use
at the present time." Farther on, he says, in the same address, " This simple narrative of my experimces whi'ch /have
rivm you, may by some be cottsi'dered lottg mtd tedious; by

Digitized by

Coogle

iv

PREFACE.

others, the mere product of tlte imagination; 1 say it is true.
Living in a far back age, far 1·emoved from your time, I can
but give you my word. I care not wlzat men may say to tlte
contrary, I again say it is true. I trust, however, tlzat
nothing I have said will give offence to any one. If there is
anything of tlzat nature let him wlw is offende¢ put it asz"t!e,
mzd take that 011/y which commmds itself to him as good. I
lzave no desire to offend, but tlte truth I dare not wit!tlwld. I
died for it, and, were it possible, would again die for it.
Some of my ideas may not lzave bem co1tveyed to you just as
I wa11ted; but yott must not forget, tlzat I /tad to do my work
with att i11ferior i~tstrummt-a Medium not of tlte finest culture-findiug it difficult at times to transmit my thoughts;
but, withal, I lzave accomplished nmch, a11d overcome many
barriers in my way-tlza1tks to our friends tlte Painters.
A ud 11ow since you are determined to lay these communications
before your fellow-men, I eamestly desire tlzat they may read
tlmn with ho1zest mi1zds; and tlwugh I do not expect (neither
must you) t/zat readers will see all alike,-for tlzat they will
not do,-yet I trust tltey will be guided by charity and sound
judgmmt."
In the work of compilation, I lay no claim to literary
finish-that will easily be perceived by the learned reader;
but I have done what I could to accomplish the task
assigned to me by the controlling Spirits-to convey their
thoughts expressed through the Trance Medium to the
outside World.
H. NISBET.
GLASGOW, 219 GEORGE STREET,

3oth Nw.,

1875·
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HAFED PRINCE OF PERSIA.
---+·•·--INTRODUCTION.
"As I do live, my honoured lord, 'tis true;
And we did think it writ down in our duty
To Jet you know of it."
-HAMLET,

Ad / . Smre 2.

To the great mass of the people of this country, what is
known as Modem Spiritualism, with its oft-recurring and
varied phenomena, is a thing unknown, or at least little
understood ; to many it is something satanic, and to be
avoided ; to others it forms a fertile subject for ridicule
and silly sneering ; while to not a few timid souls it is a
verity, but, alas! they dare not openly avow their convictions.
And yet from amongst these the Spiritual host is continually
receiving accessions to its numbers. With this in view, I
am persuaded. that it would be unwise in me to put such a
book as this into the hands even of those who are friendly
to Spiritualism, without some attempt to light up the path
of the reader; anp much more unwise to place it before the
general reader without explanation. I feel this course all
the more necessary on account of the extraordinary nature
of many of the statements recorded, referring to matters
dating so far back in the world's history, and connected
with subjects that have for centuries been deemed sacred
by the peoples of Christendom.
In the year 1865 my attention was directed to the subject
of Modem Spiritualism, by witnessing certain manifestations
in the house of Mr. Whittaker, an artist, then residing in
Glasgow (now in England). Unable to account for what
we saw and heard, I, along with Mr. David Duguid, who
had introduced me to Mr. Whittaker, resolved to make
further investigation at my own fireside. Accordingly a
circle was formed, composed of various members of my
family, and Messrs. Robert and David Duguid. The result
B
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of our sittings for a few weeks may be briefly stated. Two
of the youthful members of the circle became writing
mediums, one of these ultimately developing into a trance
speaker. The manifestations obtained through the mediumship of these young and unsophisticated girls were of such
a nature as to lead us to more earnest inquiry ; and at
length we were gratified by the development of Mr. D.
Duguid as a trance-painting medium.
A considerable degree of curiosity was awakened among
our acquaintances to witness the medium painting in trance,
and this feeling quickly spread to the outside public. To
satisfy this desire, we agreed to set aside two nights a-week
for the free admission of strangers; and in the course of
the two or three years during which this arrangement was
carried out, there could not have been less than seven or eight
hundred visitors, from all classes in the community. Judging
from remarks made at the sittings and subsequently, all,
with very few exceptions, were more or less satisfied as to
the genuineness of the manifestations of painting in trance;
that is, that Mr. Duguid was not deceiving them, but was
really drawing and painting the minutest objects without
the use of his natural vision. But, as I have said, there
were a few who were not convinced ; and a correspondence
on the subject arose in the columns of a Glasgow newspaper.
The war of words began by the insertion of a letter from
one who had been present at a sitting, and who could see
nothing but deception on the one hand and delusion on the
other. This brought out several letters on the other side,
endeavouring to show that there was not the slightest room
for either deception or delusion. The result was, still greater
anxiety on the part of the public to witness this " strange
thing," and judge for themselves-though to the medium,
the cause of much annoyance. This occurred at an early
stage of the manifestations. At a later period, another
anonymous attack was made in the columns of the Glasgow
Star, to which I replied, inviting the editor to come and
judge for himself. He gladly accepted the invitation, and,
along with a friend, came and witnessed what so many
others had seen ; and, judging from the lengthened article
on the subject which shortly thereafter appeared, he was
satisfied that his sceptical correspondent knew nothing of
what he was writing about. In striking contrast to the
foregoing, was the conduct of another Glasgow newspaper,
whose " own commissioner" attempted to give an account
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of what he saw and heard at a painting sitting ; but the
poor man evidently got out of his latitude, for next morning, instead of a sober statement of facts coming under
his observation, the readers had served up to them an
article brimful of misrepresentation and mental obliquity
-a confounding of things that differ, by the obfuscated
"commissioner." A letter to the editor, pointing out, in
the gentlest terms, the glaring inaccuracies of the article,
was quietly ignored. Possibly the sapient reporter, before
writing out his notes, was obedient to the apostolic injunction, in a way too often resorted to in "the second city of
the empire "•-the most charitable conclusion that can be
come to, by which to account for his utter distortion of the
truth.
As my chief object in writing this introduction is to set
before the reader the nature and extent of Mr. Duguid's
mediumship, I cannot do better than give in this place
extracts from an article which appeared in Human Naturet
for November, 1868, from the pen of Dr. Wm. Anderson, at
that time resident in Glasgow, but now a respectable medical practitioner in Brooklyn, New York. The article was
as follows :"THE GLASGOW PAINTING MEDIUM.

" Many of our readers have either seen some of the paintings
produced by this medium, or witnessed him actually at work ;
while many more have had their curiosity aroused by reading a
stray notice of his doings. We have resolved, at the request of
several who are deeply interested, to give a somewhat detailed
account of the present position and history of the medium and
his work. For the sake of those who have no opportunity of
seeing such peculiar manifestations, we shall give a picture of
"THF. MEDIUM AT WORK.

" By the kind invitation of my friend Mr. Nisbet (who acts as
'medium' between the public and Mr. David Duguid, the painter),
we paid a visit recently, accompanied by an old Mesmeric friend,
• A well·known clergyman in Glasgow, somewhat facetious, who sympathises
heartily with the temperance movement, and in some measure also with
Modem Spiritualism, stated in my bearing, some years ago at a church soiree,
that he knew of one man at least who boldly revelled teetotalism on Scriptural
groWlds ; who, when asked for proof for the attitude be assumed, at once, and
with a look of triumph, quoted the apostolic injunction-" Try llzt spirits."
The worst of it was, said the rev. gentleman, the valiant champion of drouth·
dom was not satisfied with one trial; with him it was "Try, try, try again."
t A monthly magazine. London: J. Burns, 15 Southampton Row.
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to see how matters were progressing. (We may here state, that
we have been personally acquainted with Mr. Duguid, Mr. H.
Nisbet, and all the parties more immediately concerned, for some
years, and can testify to their thorough honesty of purpose, and
gentlemanly conduct in giving every reasonable facility to those
interested in the investigation of such phenomena.) Having had
the novelty of the matter brushed off by previous examination, we
were the more able to examine and watch critically the various
movements of the medium.
" On arrival, we found several gentlemen before us, and ere
long there was a company of six or seven to watch the proceedings-several of them for the first time, and somewhat sceptical.
Our host had laid out for inspection several of the finished paintings, including some of the medium's first attempts, which enabled
all present to judge of the progress that had been made. Having
examined these carefully, and had a friendly chat on the subject,
Mr. Duguid now entered the room, when we all sat down and
kept quiet The medium placed himself in a chair, and sat
quietly for a few minutes, when his eyes closed, and he appeared
like a person in the Mesmeric trance. Presently he rises from the
chair, advances a step (his eyes still firmly closed), smiles, shakes
hands with the invisibles (three in number), and bows politely,
with an air of reality about the affair that is somewhat amusing to
onlookers ; realising the picture of Ben Jon son'He's up and walks
And talks in his perfect sleep, with his eyes shut,
As sensibly as he were broad awake:
He'll tell us wonders ! '

The introduction over, he walks up to the easel, which had been
placed almost beneath the gasalier, for the benefit of the strangers.
A small landscape, already half finished, was to be his work. But
now that he is entranced, we may take a good stare at him without
being considered rude. He is of ordinary stature, and strongly
built His temperament seems principally what is known as
bilious, with a good dash of the fibrous, indicating a quiet, receptive, plodding character, with considerable muscular endurance.
The head is large and well shaped-in fact, a good specimen of
the national type ; pretty strong in the reflective organs, and broad
about Caution ; the perceptives somewhat prominent ; the whole
head high above the ears, which is said to give an resthetic tone to
the mind. He seems principally deficient in Ideality, the head
narrowing considerably in that direction; the appearance about
the eyes, too, indicates a lack in the organ of Language; and there
is likewise a slight want in the region of Self-esteem. Out of
trance, he is quiet and retiring, and he retains this peculiarity
while entranced, rarely speaking till the painting is over.
" All present were surprised at the rapidity with which he
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worked. He stops for a few seconds occasionally, and looks at
the picture knowingly, sometimes rising from the chair and retiring
a step or two. To show that the light was of little consequence,
except to enable us to see, the gas was screwed out, except one
jet, which was lowered as far as possible ; and even the glimmer
from this peep was obscured by holding our hand between it and
the canvas, so that it was impossible to tell what he was painting.
We had carefully noted the appearance of the work before lowering the gas, and on turning it up suddenly in three minutes, found
he had introduced several small boats on the loch in the foreground, and had brought out more ·distinctly a castle which stood
on the margin of the water. He then, to our astonishment, with
what appeared to be a few careless daubs, inserted a pleasure boat,
in which were several figures. He continued to paint in this
manner for upwards of an hour, when he took a common card
from his pocket, and commenced a rough sketch of a landscape,
for the purpose, apparently, of using up the paint on his brushes.
He now carefully put the paints in order, wiped his brushes and
palette, closed his box, and turned round his chair, as if done with
painting for the night
" Having risen from his chair, he appears, from the lively expression on his face, to have some pleasant banter with one of the
spirit painters who influence him (Jan Steen, we are told); then,
sitting down again, the spirit, through the medium, says he is
ready to answer any questions from those present Various questions were put, and answered generally to the satisfaction of the
inquirers; but as they were mostly of a common-place character,
we shall not trouble the reader further with them. The questioning over, the medium now rose, shook hands with the invisibles,
bade them good night, bowed politely, and sat down. To prevent
the light hurting his eyes when he awoke, the gas was lowered.
In less than five minutes he awoke, rubbed his eyes, and looked
as human as any present On questioning him, he said he had
but a very faint impression of anything that transpired while he
was entranced.
" Such is a faithful report of the results of the seance, described
as it would strike a stranger. We shall now, from authentic sources,
give
"A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE MANIFESTATIONS.

" Mr. Duguid is about thirty-five years of age, and a working
cabinetmaker by profession. He has had no education further
than is common among the working classes. He is rather shy
and retiring, speaks but little, and finds considerable difficulty in
expressing his ideas. He is in good health, and has none o~ the
hysterical traits which are thought by many to be the origrn or
result of such peculiar powers. He never studied or attempted
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drawing or painting before he was 'influenced' while investigating
Spiritualism.
"At the beginning of 1866, he was led by curiosity to take part
in som~ of the table-tilting manifestations at the house of his
friend Mr. Nisbet. He was sceptical at first as to the agency of
spirits in the matter. At one of these sittings he began to experience curious sensations, such as shaking of the arms, accompanied by a cold current running down his spine.
" His first attempts at drawing took place in the house of Mr.
Nisbet, under the following circumstances:-While sitting at the
table, he was mentally impressed to call in the aid of a young
lady, a writing and trance medium. After sitting for some time,
her hands feeling cold, she put her right hand on Mr. Duguid's
left, to let him feel how cold it was, when at once his left hand
began to move. Thinking he was about to be developed as a
writing medium, a pencil and paper were laid down, when the
pencil was picked up, and various figures were drawn on the
paper. Though very rude, the design of a vase with flowers could
be made out. In the same awkward position, viz., with his left
hand, on which the right hand of the lady rested, he drew the
section of an archway. The guiding 'influence' gave the name
of 'Marcus Baker,' and promised to return.
"Two days afterwards they held another seance, when the hand
of the medium was controlled to draw, with coloured pencils, a
basket of flowers and fruit, a portrait of the spirit, and several
heads. He still used his left hand, encumbered with that of the
lady medium ; which was done, they were told, that it might the
more readily convince sceptics. At the next sitting they were
allowed to provide water-colours, with which he painted an elaborate symbolical picture; but by this time he was using his right
hand, while the aid of the young lady was dispensed with. He
now wrought with closed eyes, and appeared so deeply entranced
as not to hear them speak. It was found that though he could
not hear them, the spirit could, and was able to reply to them
through the medium, although unknown to him. Through inquiries, they learned that the spirit was that of a Dutch painter;
that he was born in 1636, and died in 1681; that 'Marcus Baker'
was not his real name, which he declined to give; but that he
would furnish them with the means of learning his name, viz., by
reproducing, through the medium, one of his principal pictures.
" This promise he began to fulfil at a subsequent sitting, by
sketching the outline of a waterfall-a wild scene of rock and
crag, with pines growing from their clefts; a hill, crowned by an
ancient fort, towards the right; on the left, a hermit's hut, with a
rustic bridge leading to it over the foaming water. The medium,
when awake, said that while entranced he could see and converse
with the spirit, and described him as a man of melancholy aspect,
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wearing a strange old-fashioned dress. He always came accompanied by a beautiful female spirit, • who, along with the painter,
shook hands with the medium. He also gave an account of the
hardships he endured while on earth, which brought tears to the
·
eyes of the medium.
"This painting was begun on the r8th April, and finished on
the 21st-four hours being the time actually employed on it.
When completed, the initials ']. R.' were observed in the left
hand comer. None of the party could recognise it as like anything they had seen before, and they had no idea how to prosecute
the inquiry, when fortunately an artist having called to see it, he
thought he recognised the picture as one he had seen somewhere,
or at least an engraving of it. On looking over ' Cassell's Art
Treasures Exhibitor,' at page 301, he found an engraving entitled
the 'Waterfall,' by Jacob Ruisdal,t acknowledged to be his chif
d' tzuvn On comparing the engraving with the picture, it was
found to resemble it so closely as to be almost a fac-simile; the
only difference being that in the engraving there were two or three
figures on the rustic bridge which were absent in the painting. On
being questioned as to the difference at the following seance, the
spirit replied that the figures were not by himself, but were put in
by his friend Berghem; which, upon reference to the biography of
Ruisdal, was found to be correct. In the same biography were
found many facts corroborating the sad history previously given to
the medium. Up to this time, Mr. Duguid had not been made aware
of the discovery, but on awaking from the trance, he was shown the
engraving, and a portrait of Ruisdal which accompanied it, when he
at once recognised the likeness as that of the spirit painter.
"At subsequent sittings, the spirit-artist was accompanied by
Jan Steen, a celebrated Dutch painter, and a contemporary of
his own. The requisites for painting in oil were now procured,
and the medium commenced at once to put them in use, painting
a number of small sketches under the combined influence of Ruisdal and Steen. Up to the present time (1868) he has painted
between forty and fifty different pictures, of all sizes. They show
a steady progress in the manipulative department. He was told
at the beginning that he would gradi.Jally improve, and that ultimately he would be able to paint out of trance, without being
controlled by the spirits. He has attempted more than once to
work a little at the painting while in his normal state, but only
succeeded in spoiling them, and had to be entranced before he
could remedy his blunders.
• See AIJ'mdix-Communications from the Spirit Artists,-" Ruisdal"s Betrothed."
t Commonly spelled Ruysdael; but I have adopted the spelling of the name
of the painter as given on the Dir«l Card-a Portrait of Ruisdal by Jan
Steen.
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" As to the merits of the paintings as works of art, we do not
pretend to be competent judges; but professional men who have
examined them declare that they are of a superior order, and characteristic of the school of painters from whence the inspiration is
said to come. Judged from a common standpoint, they would be
extraordinary works for a working-man to paint, without previous
education and preparation; but when to this is added, that they
are done with the eyes shut, in the dark, or only with gaslight,
which is known to be quite unsuited for painting,-then we may
say that they are most marvellous indeed. ·
"The subjects of many of the paintings are scenes which Mr.
Duguid has personally visited, while others are compositions, the
images of which are brought before his mind's eye by the spirit
artist. Mr. Duguid has been entranced frequently while in the
country, in the open air, and in that state taken rough sketches
which were afterwards elaborated at home. He has now perfect
command over the trance condition, and can go into it at any
time he pleases, and under any circumstances. While. in his
normal condition, he is occasionally visited by his spirit friends,
whose presence he perceives, though he cannot see them, by a
peculiar cold current running through his body, and frequently,
by clairaudience, receives messages and instructions from them.
"It is proper to add, that at the suggestion of his (to us) invisihle guides, he went to the Government School of Art in the city
for four months, at the end of the last and beginning of the
present year, where he made very rapid progress in drawing.
"We might add a great many very interesting details, several
of them tending to prove the identity of the spirit painters, but
space forbids at present. The painting seances have now been
visited by several hundred persons, many of them eminent in
science, literature, and art; but though the closest scrutiny was
observed, and all sorts of tests applied, nothing in the shape of
fraud or deception has ever been discovered. No one, as yet, has
broached a theory that will cover a tithe of the phenomena; but
all are agreed that it is 'wonderful,' 'extraordinary,' 'no canny,'
and so on."
In the course of our sittings in 1869 it was suggested-as
a test of the abnormal condition of the painting mediumthat he should, after his usual work on the large picture,
begin and finish a little card picture or drawing in the
presence of the onlookers. The suggestion was at once
adopted, and at subsequent sittings a number of small
paintings and drawings were executed by the medium,
sometimes in the light and sometimes when the gas was
tuml!d down, with just as much light as enabled us to see
him working. The time occupied ranged from eight to

Digitized by

Coogle

INTRODUCTION.

9

twelve minutes on each picture. These cards were invariably given away to parties present, and prized as good
tests of Mr. Duguid's tran'ie condition. We had not long
to wait, however, for developments much more striking
than any that had hitherto been observed. Conversing, as
was our wont, with the medium in trance, one evening after
his painting exercise, we were told that these small paintings and drawings could be done in less time if we would
ensure total darkness. At subsequent meetings the desired
condition was complied with, and equally good pictures
were produced in from one to three minutes. On one occasion, when the time occupied was five or six minutes, we
found that the small card (measuring three-and-a-half by
two-and-a-half inches) contained six pictures, all well-defined, and as close to each other as the squares on a draught
board. At that time, feat such as this was sufficiently
astounding. We knew that many strange things had been
done by the medium in trance, but we could not see how
he was able to do this; and thereafter, getting a small
landscape done in thirty-five seconds, we expressed our
belief that it was impossible that it could have been done
by the medium. The controlling spirit said we were quite
right : the little pictures were the direct work of the spiritpainters, the medium doing nothing, but supplying them
with the requisite magnetism. Satisfactory proof of the
truth of this statement was subsequently given, when the
gas being turned off the medium laid his hands in mine,
while the picture was being painted.
The manifestations were not confined, however, to the
production of the direct paintings and drawings:· along
with these a goodly number of direct writings have been
given under similar conditions. These have almost all
been given away to visitors by the medium in trance ; and
doubtless the little cards, carried away by individuals of all
classes to various parts of the country, have been more or
less successful in awakening interest on the subject of
spiritual communion-the great object aimed at by the
controlling spirits. These writings are in various languages
-Hebrew, Greek, Latin, and English. In one instance
only, a line of German was given. On some of the cards
there were Hebrew, Greek, and Latin inscriptions with
translations in English-signed in two or three instances
by what is said to be a name in Persian. On one card an
array of Egyptian hieroglyphs was produced under the

a
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same conditions.• One evening a piece of blank printing
paper which I had laid down on the table, was picked up
by the medium, breathed on and placed by him in a
gummed envelope; he then sealed it by wetting it with
his lips, and placed it beneath the opened lid of his paintcase. After a few seconds of darkness, the gas was re-lit,
and on tearing open the envelope and taking out the paper
we found one side covered with writing.
In the month of August, 1869, Mr. Duguid became subject to the control of a spirit, professing to be a Persian,
who had lived in the earth-body 1900 years ago. He had
been, he said, a Chief or Prince of Persia, a warrior, afterwards Head of the Magi, and finally, in his old age, a
preacher of the Christian faith, for his adherence to which
he suffered martyrdom. All along, up to this point, we had
been assured by the controlling spirits, Ruisdal and Steen,
that they would on no account allow their medium to be
used by other spirits; that they had selected him as one
adapted in a peculiar way for painting in trance, and that
any deviation from that course would have a very prejudicial
effect on him. Accordingly when Hafed the Persian was
introduced I expressed my surprise at this departure from
their rule, when I was informed by the controlling spirit,
that so greatly was this Persian esteemed by them. commanding, by his appearance, their deepest veneration, they
could not but comply with his request to use the medium
for the purpose he desired ; more especially, as they were
convinced that the end he had. in view was that which they
themselves were seeking to accomplish-namely, to lead
mankind to a clearer apprehension of spiritual existence.
There were (they said) some difficulties in the way of the
Persian using him as a trance speaker, but these would in a
short time to some extent be overcome.
Hitherto, the medium had been used, under the control of
Ruisdal and Steen, to answer the questions put by myself
and the visitors at the painting sittings, the answers to many
of which were taken down by me at the time, and a selection from these will be found in the Appendix; but it was
evident they had not the same power over him in speaking
as they possessed in painting. Under the control of Hafed,
however, he had greater facility of expressing himself.
When first brought into contact with the Persian, the
• Several examples of Dir«t Writing will be found in the body of the work
and in the .Appmdis.
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effect on the demeanour of the medium was very striking.
He appeared awe-struck, and bent forward, with hands
clasped in the attitude of the deepest reverence. Remaining for a minute in this position, he raised his head, and
turning round, saluted us thus: "My greeting unto you."
On every occasion since, the medium has, while under the
same control, exhibited a like demeanour and given utterance to the same salutation.
At length the regular sittings with the Persian were begun, that through the medium he might give to the world
of the nineteenth a narrative of personal experiences in the
first century of the Christian era. At first I alone was
allowed to be present at these sittings, but this stringent
rule was, in course of time, gradually relaxed by the controlling spirit, in favour of a few persons interested in the
medium. Having no practical knowledge of short-hand, I
felt an insurmountable difficulty in reporting all that fell
from the lips of the medium ; but as the sittings went on,
the spirit gained easier control, by which the medium was
made to deliver his words slowly and with greater precision,-though, now and again, he would, while giving expression to feelings, burst forth in an uncontrollable flow of
speech little of which could be taken down.
This barrier in my way of giving a full report of all he
said was stated to Hafed, when he at once set my mind
at rest by promising to revise all that l wrote ; and that
though I might be unable to give a full account, he would
see to it that what I did give should be correctly done.
Accordingly, a number of evenings were devoted from time
to time to revisal, when the medium being entranced, I
read over the MS., and corrections and emendations were
made by the Persian on various portions of the narrative.
The painting sittings were continued as usual, but there
were now fewer of them. There was no apparent falling
off, however, in the development of Mr. Duguid as a medium.
From a lengthened article by Mr. James Burns, of the
London Spiritual Institute, headed " Spiritualism in Scotland," which appeared in the Medium and Daybreak of 28th
May, 1870, I give the following extract. After a graphic
and interesting account of the medium painting in trance,
Mr. Bums says : " He "'orked quickly and freely for about an hour, when he
left off for the purpose of producing some direct spirit pat'nli11gs.
The medium took from his pocket a bundle of cards, about the
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size of an ordinary envelope, which he carries with him that they
may be effectually magnetised. He searched amongst them
diligently, and selected a card, which he held up to us for identification. As it contained certain thumb-marks and soil-stains this
was easily done. The medium then breathed on it, held it
between his hands, and threw it down on the table on which were
the painting materials ; he then selected some small, clean brushes,
and looked on the palette to see if it was sufficiently furnished
with the necessary paints. The signal was then given for the
light to be turned down, and the time was calculated by counting
steadily. In little more than half a minute the signal was given
for the light to be struck, when; in the centre of the card, a beautiful miniature, the size of the little-finger nail, was found painted
in several colours. Miss Wooderson testified to the way in which
the spirits operated. Being a seer, she distinctly recognised the
rubicund face of the jolly Steen, and the luminous hands which
handled the brushes. From her description it would appear that
the paints are transferred instantaneously from the brushes to the
card, as if by photography-first one colour, then another, and
other colours and shades are produced by the blending of the
paints from the brushes. Another trial was promised, and a
second card was selected and identified in the manner we have
already described. In little more than thirty seconds the light
was called for, and a more beautiful miniatur~. landscape, about
the size of the thumb nail, was found in the centre of the card.
When viewed through a lens these pictures came out distinctly.
Miss Wooderson again saw the spirit operate; and the raps produced on the table to call for light she said were caused by the
knuckles of the spirit's hand. We should also state that Mr.
Nisbet sat to the right of the medium, who placed his right hand
in Mr. Nisbet's left all the time that the darkness lasted. At the
left-hand lower corner of the second painting was the monogram
'J. S.,' beautifully combined in lines so delicate as to be scarcely
visible; and at the right-hand bottom of the card was the same
monogram followed by the name of the medium. The spirits
now announced through the medium that if we had patience they
would attempt a portrait To this kind proposition all voices joyfully assented. A card was carefully selected and magnetised by
breathing on it, and being placed between the palms of the medium,
who remained in the trance all the time, the light was again
extinguished by Mr. James Nicholson, and in two minutes he was
signalled to replace it, when the card was found covered with
paint from margin to margin in a very artistic. and forcible
manner. Before our readers can understand the nature of this
portrait, it will be necessary for us to give some account of the
personage whom it represents. A Persian spirit who lived forty
years after the death of Christ often controls the medium. This
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ancient Persian had been a chief, a warrior, and lastly a teacher
of the Christian faith. He was also the subject of spirit communion, and the portrait of him represents his attitude after he
had lost his wife and child and was grumbling at his hard lot He
had been addressed by his guide or spirit director, and stands in
a posture indicative of humiliation and contrition. He is clothed
in a red cloak which extends to his heels; on his head is a cap,
and above him a radiant star, which we may suppose represents
his spirit teacher. Round him is a white shade, which deepens
into blue at the margin of the card The clairvoyante again saw
the spirit hands at work on the portrait, also the shadowy form of
the Persian as he stood in appropriate costume for the occasion.
The more closely these pictures are examined, the more wonderful
do they become. Upon measurement it was found that the
miniature landscapes occupied the exact centres of the cards.
Some conversation was held with the spirits as to the means by
which the paintings were produced. The medium took up the
brushes, yet wet with paint, and by applying them to his thumb
nail, showed that the brushes contained the same colours as were
to be found on the paintings. It is only a short time since this direct
painting process was instituted at that circle. We saw a small
figure which had been done on a previous evening. On that
occasion a gentleman present held the hands of the medium, to
prove indisputably that the work was done by spirits without the
aid of mortal hands. This contact had a bad effect on David (the
medium), and he did not recover from it for several days. On
the evening on which we were present, the medium's hands were
not held, but he voluntarily placed his right hand into Mr. Nisbet's
left. This gentleman has been the protector and earthly guide of
the medium, so to speak, from the beginning, and is therefore in
complete sympathy with him, so that his contact was not in any
way injurious. All were certain that the paintings were not done
either by the medium or any one in the flesh. The work took
place in the air, as the card was heard to fall heavily on the table
when the picture was finished. These miniatures had been
adopted to show that the spirits could paint pictures of any size,
and Steen drily remarked that next time he would perhaps paint
them so small that they could not be seen at all !
" The Persian spirit came and talked to the circle. He
acknowledged that he stood for his portrait, or how else could it
have been accomplished? He said he heard our words in the
atmosphere of the medium, but when the medium conversed with
him he read his thoughts in the medium'& brain; then the medium
looked at the spirit's face, and there beheld the thoughts of the
spirit. This was evident from the manner in which David conducted hill)self when carrying on conversation with the invisibles.
He would look up, as it were; then his lips would be seen to move
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in reply. All this corresponds with the replies to similar questions
given through Mr. Morse, which goes far to substantiate the
reliability of the spirits' philosophy."
The production of the direct paintings, drawings, and
writings have been deemed very satisfactory proof of spirit
power; but now and again we were annoyed by insinuations as to the reality of the phenomenon; and when
the wonderful nature of these productions is taken into
account, we need hardly be surprised that many in the
community should find themselves in the position of
doubters, however much disposed to believe in the honesty
of the medium and his more immediate friends. Fortunately, about this stage I received a letter from the Hon.
A. L. Williams, of Orooso, Michigan, who, while in London,
having read with much interest an account of Mr. Duguid's
mediumship in one of our Spiritual periodicals, asked me
for further information. In my reply I mentioned the
difficulty we experienced in reference to the scepticism
expressed by some as to the direct cards. In a second
communication, Mr. Williams said this difficulty might be
easily overcome by adopting a test which had been given to
Anderson, the celebrated American painting medium, who
had been subjected to similar annoyance. For a time he
had tried many a plan to convince the sceptical portion of
the public that the cards were the identical ones on which
they had inscribed their names. It would not do; some
even said he forged their names. Anderson was at his
wits' end, when his spirit friends came to the rescue. They
gave him a very simple, and, to the great mass of ordinary
people, a very satisfactory test. It was this : Tear a comer
from the blank card on which the direct writing, drawing,
or painting is to be produced, and give it to the party
interested. After the painting or writing is finished, he
will be able to see whether the bit tom off fits exactly into
the ruptured corner. This test, which, Mr. Williams says,
proved most effectual, was at once adopted by us, and we
have found it to give general satisfaction.• But, will it be
• One of the best tests I have heard of is given in Mr. Williams's letter.
He says:-" I have bad considerable experience with Mr. Anderson, who
obtained a spirit-picture of my deceased daughter, for which I paid him 3000
dollars, with the understanding that I was not to pay him anything unless I
was fully satisfied with the picture when finished. Let it suffice that I have
the picture bung in my parlour, and five times that sum would not induce me
to part with it, without knowing I could have it replaced. My daughter had
been dead five years, and was twenty years of age. Mr. A. knew no more of
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believed, there are still one or two among my Spiritualist
friends who fail to see that it is a good test, and wish to
have something better! They cherish the notion that it is
possible for the medium to tear the corner off another card
that he had previously painted, exactly in the same way
as the blank one had been torn I We should not like to
mention the number of cards such 'cute creatures would
destroy ere they got two comer bits precisely alike. Let
them try it There are some minds so unhappily constituted that no amount of evidence can satisfy them.
The Pictorial Illustrations in this volume are tlte direct
work of tlte spirit artists. About the month of August,
1874. we were told by the controlling spirits that they
would endeavour to give direct illustrations for Hafed's
communications, and that, for this purpose, the medium, with
three or four of his friends, should sit weekly. A number
of card-boards the size of this page were procured, and these
were numbered and initialed by the parties composing the
circle.• Up to the time I write we have received forty
direct pictures, every one of which is directly connected
with the Persian's story. On the fourth night of our sittings, although we were quite satisfied as to the ordinary
tests for the identification of the cards, we were surprised
when bidden by the controlling spirit to tie tlte hands of
the medium firmly behind his back. The gas was then put
out for four or five minutes, and on re-lighting it, we found
the drawing completed, and the medium as we had left
him, bound hard and fast. The gas was again extinguished,
and in less than a minute the ligature which bound the
medium was quietly dropped on the lap of a member of
the circle. At all the subsequent sittings the same condition has been enforced by the controlling spirit. On several
occasions, on lighting up, we found that the card had been
taken away; and notwithstanding the most diligent search
tn every conceivable nook, we were quite unsuccessful in
every instance in recovering it, but as soon as we were in
the dark, the missing card was thrown on the table.
her than you do, and had no likeness or description of her, except her age
and time of death. It is not only a beautiful picture, but a pnftct liknuss,
anti full siu." With such a proof as this, we need hardly be told that Mr.
Williams (as he himself says) is "a firm believer in these Spiritualistic phe·
nomena."
.
• See Appmtiix-Testimony of Person.~ present at the Sittings for Dir«t
/1/tutralwns.
.
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I have allowed Dr. Anderson and Mr. Burns to descn"be
what they saw of Mr. Duguid's mediumship-the former at
an early, the latter at a later, stage. I will now introduce
a third witness to testify to that which may perhaps be
called the most striking and latest phase of Mr. Duguid's
mediumship. The able and eloquent lecturer on Modem
Spiritualism, George Sexton, LL.D., was present at one of
these special sittings, and gives the following account of
his visit, in his journal, the Christian Spiritualist, for Nov.,
1874=" I stayed at Glasgow two or three days for the purpose of
calling on some of my old friends in the town. On the Tuesday
evening I had a sitting with the celebrated painting medium,
David Duguid, at which were present Mr. Bowman, Mr. Andrew
Bowman (his brother), Mr. Nisbet, myself, and the medium. It
has been already announced in some of the Spiritual journals that
a work is in preparation consisting of direct spirit drawings, produced in the presence of this medium, with explanations given
through him by the celebrated Persian spirit of whom we have
heard so much. Two or three large volumes of manuscript have
been already completed-one of which I saw on this occasionand a great number of pictures are also in existence. As these
have been continued regularly at the recent sittings that have been
held, we did not, of course, expect any departure from the regular
order of proceedings on the occasion of my being present On
taking our seats in the room, it was suggested by some one that
the medium should be tied, a precaution that is quite unnecessary,
since it would be utterly impossible for him to produce the pictures
by the agency of his hands. Still, it was done, and his wrists
were securely fastened at the back of his chair. These pictures,
I may here remark, are produced upon cards, signed at the back
with the initials of all those who take a part in the seances, so
that it becomes utterly impossible to substitute others for them.
The cards thus signed at the back, and with the front sides perfectly blank, were laid on the table. The medium became entranced,
the light extinguished, and we remained in darkness for a few minutes,
occupying the time mostly with singing. At a given signal from
the spirits, the gas was re-lighted, and one of the cards was found
missing, although no one had entered the room during the time,
the medium still remaining tied as at first The light was again
extinguished, and in what appeared to be a few seconds the card
was returned, and found to contain a drawing of a scene on the
banks of the Nile near Thebes. This picture was elaborately
done, and had it been accomplished by mortal hands must have
occupied ten times the period that was devoted to its production.
The same circumstances were repeated, and another picture was
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produced in a similar manner, consisting of a view, as was explained to us, of a temple in the isle of Elephanta. This is really
the most marvellous mediumship that I have ever seen, and one
cannot help regretting that David Duguid is not in London, where
his wonderful powers could be witnessed by much larger numbers
of persons. Such manifestations leave no possible loophole by
which the most obstinate scepticism can escape the conclusion
that spirits and spirits only produce the phenomena.
"The production of two pictures is usually, I found, the extent
of the manifestations on one evening, the power becoming pretty
well exhausted in this operation. On this occasion, however, it
was clear that something else was to be done, probably in consequence of my being present. The medium, therefore, in a state
of trance, gave instructions to Mr. Nisbet to fetch his paints and
brushes from an adjoining room. This having been done, a small
card was taken, such as photographers are in the habit of using
for tarlu ·tk visilt; indeed I found, on examination, that it was one
of the identical cards so used, a number having been furnished
for the purpose by Mr. Bowman. The corner was tom off this
card by the medium and handed to me, which I secured by placing it in my purse. The light was again turned out and a little
more singing engaged in. At a given signal, a light was produced,
and a very curious result was observed. An attempt had been
made at producing a picture, which had failed, in consequence of
an unprepared card having by accident got mixed up with the
others before they were brought here, and this very card having
The consequence was, that
been selected for the picture.
although the intention of the painting could be distinctly seen,
the colours had run, and the picture was, therefore, spoiled.
Another card was taken, the comer torn off in the same way, and
handed to me. I threw away the first one and retained the
second. The gas was turned off, and when after a few seconds it
was again turned on, we found a beautiful little oil painting covering a space in the centre of the card about the size of a shilling.
Both the card and the comer torn from it I have still in my possession."
This latest development in the medium-the production
of direct drawings, as illustrations of the story which has
fallen from his lips in trance-is certainly gratifying to many
of his friends; but that these drawings should be done while
the medium's hands are firmly tied, is, for the sake of a
certain class of minds, very satisfactory indeed. Judging
from what has already been effected, we look forward with
confidence to the time when still higher phenomena will be
afforded.
At an early stage in my sittings with Mr. Duguid I was

c
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told by the controlling spirit that, though his mediumship
confined to trance-painting and speaking, there was
scarcely anything under the head of Spiritual phenomena
that could not be got through him ; but, because of the
peculiarity of his mental and physical constitution, the
greatest care on their part was needed. All that was
required on our part, he said, was patience, and in due
time we should witness all that had ever been produced of
such manifestations. This promise, so far as we have gone,
has been faithfully kept; for though we have not as yet had
every phase of the phenomena brought out, I, along with
many others in this city, have witnessed much that is truly
marvellous. But, having dwelt so long in this Introduction
on the ordinary features of Mr. Duguid's mediumship, I
must re(er the reader to the Appmdix for a brief account of
what I may term the atra-ordinary manifestations that
have now and again been made through him-brief, because
I am sure that a fuller account, though interesting to many
readt!rs, would be but a repetition of much that is published
from week to week in the columns of the Spiritual journals.
Besides, all such must give place to that which I consider
as matter of greater importance-namely, the information
that may be obtained by us, through the medium, of and
from those who have passed away into spirit life.
The compilation of this work-or rather, the task of recording the trance-utterances of which it is composed-has
been to me, for some years, a labour of love; and, under a
feeling of the deepest reverence for truth, I no longer hesitate to lay it before my fellow-men. I have recorded
nothing beyond what was spoken by the medium in his
trance state. When I found the utterances confused, or
disjointed, which frequently happened, I either omitted
them altogether, or got the subject rehearsed at a subsequent meeting; and I have adhered throughout, as nearly
as possible, to the phraseology of the medium. The whole
is given as a plain and simple statement of the words
which have come (as I believe) from one of Heaven's messengers through the humble instrumentality of an unlettered,
but at the same time, an honest and gifted man.
There is one thing, in these and other trance communications, which it would be well for the reader to bear in
mind, that the spirit controlling the medium may be one
who, while on earth, occupied a high rank in the field of
wisdom and knowledge, and yet finds himself powerless to
~as
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communicate with us through inadequacy of the conditions
afforded by the medium, or the persons sitting with him.
In the case of the Persian and the other spirits communicating through Mr. Duguid, it will be readily understood
that the words spoken are not those of the unseen intelligence, but an interpretation of the ideas of the spirit into
the language of the medium. I have frequently seen that,
when proper names and dates occurred in the course of the
communications, the medium could not give utterance to
these, and many of the blanks had afterwards to be filled
up through means of direct writing. (See Note-Sixth Sitting.) Again, a spirit perceives through his medium, and if
there is at the time a lack of proper condition in the
medium, both question and answer will suffer in transmission. From all these it will be seen that errors and mistakes are likely to be produced. How often do we hear
the observation made, when something silJy or crude has
been uttered by a trance-speaker under the control of a
spirit ranking high amongst the learned of Earth, " Oh,
that is a lying spirit! So-and-so knew better than that
when here, and he surely hasn't gone back in knowledge."
No, he has not gone back; but can we tell the difficulties
that hamper the spirit who wants to convey a message to
those whom he has left behind? Suppose a Bacon desires
to send a message-to communicate with mortals. He
finds a medium well adapted in many respects, but far behind in education. He begins to operate on this medium;
but, like a master in music playing on a bad instrument,
the effect produced is altogether beneath that which is expected. Why not select an educated medium? says one.
It may be that the very fact of being educated constitutes
the unfitness for mediumship. Be that as it may, for the
worthless or erroneous statements, which crop up now and
again in trance addresses, neither spirit nor medium is to
blame. When, however, a medium is whole in mind and
body, and encircled by friends honest and open-hearted,
ready to take in truth from the spirit world "as little children," by such conditions they "make the crooked places
straight and rough places plain " for the celestial messenger.
There are hundreds of statements made by the Persian
and other spirits through the medium, which I have neither
the time nor the ability to verify. They are given as they
were got, and must be valued at what they are worth. The
grand leading feature in the Persian's communications will
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be observed by every reader-that is, his remtntscences
of Him whom he loves to call the "Prince "-JESUS OF
NAZARETH. And this being the chief feature in the narrative, I anticipate that some bitter animosity will be
shown by those readers who have been accustomed to run
in the even tramway grooves of fashionable orthodoxy.
Nevertheless, and in spite of my own ingrained religious
leanings, "that which we have seen and heard " must be
declared. In the Four Gospels we have no account of
Jesus from his infancy (with a single exception) till his appearance as a public teacher, when he had attained his
thirtieth year. The reader will find the gap filled up to a
considerable extent in the course of the Persian's narrative.
The statements made by him, and by other personages
introduced, on this and cognate topics will, we anticipate,
be received differently according to the theological standpoint occupied by the reader. But all that I desire of the
reader is, that the whole be taken to the bar of sound
reason, examined and weighed, as he would weigh the
evidence for the authenticity of the Gospels, and sinking
pre-conceived opinions, judge righteously as in the sight of
the All-seeing.
I might be satisfied to allow the truthfulness of such
communications to rest on their own intrinsic worth, even as
we do in the case of the words of wisdom and love recorded
by the Evangelists; but when we find these statements of
Hafed the Persian, and Hermes the Egyptian, accompanied
by the really "marvellous works" of unseen intelligences,
without the intervention of human hands-such as what is
called the direct writings, drawings, and paintings-their
truthfulness is doubly attested. And if the "wonderful
works" of Christ and his Apostles were fitted or designed
to arrest the attention of the people in their day to a consideration of the doctrines taught by them, are we not
warranted in assuming that these wonderful productions
are, in some measure, fitted to awaken the minds of men
to a consideration of the statements that come to us
through the humble instrumentality of the present day?
I have frequently been astonished, when conversing on
this subject, at the objection, falling from the lips of even
"learned divines''-" Oh but, you know, revelation from
God terminated with the lives of the Apostles." When
asked for their authority for the statement, I have generally
found them in a fix; or, jumping to the conclusion, that the
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revelations contained in the "authorised version'' were quite
sufficient for man's guidance, and there was no need of
anything further I In one instance, however, there was
really an attempt at proof. It was this-" There is a curse
pronounced on those who add anything to the words of
this book." " What book, pray? " "The Bible, of course."
Will it be believed that the person alluded to, though
esteemed by his neighbours as an intelligent Christian, had
no other idea than that the "Revelation of John the Divine"
was but the tail-piece of the Bible, the various portions of
which were arranged as a book, precisely as they now
appear, by the Spirit of God!
But, "like priest, like people." How otherwise can it be
with tlie great mass of the people of this and other Christian countries, when their religious teachers, instead of'
seeking for truth on this subject where it may be found,
either submit lazily to draw their information from timeserving journalists, and contemptuously spurn it from them
as " humbug"; or, when they do put forth an effort at investigation, get frightened out of their wits, and cry out,
"It's all the work of Satan!"
I remember, at one of the Painting Sittings, some years
ago, a conversation I had with one of the visitors, now a
learned and reverend professor in one of our universities.
Unlike th~ majority of the Clergy, he had given some
attention to psychological phenomena, and previous to his
visit, he had cherished the notion (so I was told) that the
painting in trance was easily accounted for by biological
influence on my part. Accordingly, I arranged to absent
myself till the operation of painting was nearly closed, and,
as I anticipated, 1 heard no more about my biological influence. But talking of the trance condition of the medium,
and the communications obtained through him, the professor remarked that no reliance could be placed on what he
said or saw in that condition. In reply, I ventured to say
that he was just in the same state that Peter and Paul and
John were in, as described in the New Testament; that
what they saw and heard in spirit trance, I accepted as I
found it in the record; but that, knowing the medium intimately for years as an upright, honest man, I could much
more readily accept his statements of what he saw and
heard while" in the spirit." "Oh, no, no! that won't do at
all, my dear sir," rejoined the learned doctor; "the Apostles
were inspired, and you don't mean surely to put this medium

Digitized by

Coogle

22

HAFED PRINCE OF PERSIA.

on a level with them, do you?" "Well," said I," that depends on what you mean by the term itzspired. I maintain
that the medium is in the same state as the Apostle John
was when the revelation was made to him; but these
revelations vary in importance, according to the status of
the spirit ittspiring (or controlling) and the capacity of the
medium i~tspired." I do not now remember well what the
rev. gentleman said in reply; but I am convinced he left
that night bearing away with him "precious seed," which,
I trust, may yet spring up in fruitful sheaves to satisfy the
cravings of hungry humanity.
It is no small gratification to the outspoken Spiritualist
when he hears of the adhesion of a Reverend Divine here
and a man of Science there; for well he knows that there
are mighty obstacles to be overcome by professional men.
Educational training, habits of thought, interest, the world's
favour, and the world's goods, become so many lions in the
path of the investigator into the truth of Modern Spiritualism. But, disposed as we are to exercise charity in all
such cases, we have little patience with the reprehensible
timidity displayed by many who verily believe. The days
of burnings and brandings, of fines and imprisonment are
for ever gone by. Nevertheless, these timid souls are met
with at every turn. "They are," says our redoubtable
champion, William Howitt, "in the court; in the ranks of
the aristocracy; in the pulpit, and in the law; yet they do
not deem it prudent to avow themselves. One says, ' I
should lose caste;' another, 'I should lose my practice;'
another, 'my relatives are connected with me in business,
and I cannot injure their interests;' one says, 'my master
would dismiss me,' and another 'my husband or my wi(e
would be furious.'
" Is this, then, really such a persecuting age? With all
our boasts of British freedom and British tolerance of opinion, are we yet such bigots and such slaves? That is a
question which affects the character of England, and should
be settled. In the meantime, it is not to be denied that it
is a serious thing for many to dare to be honest. It is a
serious thing to risk in many cases domestic peace, position,
or even the means of existence. Let all such be then
content not to be heroes or martyrs, but to be humble
Nicodemians. But, on the other hand, nothing is more certain than that there are vast numbers whom nothing but a
false and fashionable timidity restrains from avowing their
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opmtons. For them no loss of interest or advantage, no
question of domestic rupture has any real or positive terror.
The sole bugbear is the fear of being termed superstitious.
To the Nicodemians of this class, of what real value is the
truth ? They rate it at something less than a well-shaped
coat or bonnet, for their fear of wearing the truth openly is
precisely the same as that which they have of appearing in
a dress out of the current mode.
"Now, I would wish to tell these secret believers what it
is that they do. It is they who make it hard for others to
speak out. It is they who throw the burden of disingenuous concealment on others not so independent as themselves. Though they prize the truth thus lightly, yet I
believe that many of them are, at the same time, generous
and benevolent. Many a man who shrinks from a sneer
loves his neighbour, and is glad to lend a helping hand to
a weaker brother or sister. Let me implore them, then, if
they will not avow their real sentiments for the sentiments
themselves, that they will do it to open the way for less
fortunate ones who would. If every one who believes in
Spiritualism would avow it, what a power would be thrown
into its cause ! "
But the dawn of a brighter day in the world's history is
now appearing, when this subject-the most momentous
that can be entertained by man-will receive that consideration which its importance demands, but which is now
withheld from it.
"Earth is waking, day is breaking!
Fellow· toiler, bend thine ear;
Hear ye not the Angels speaking
Words of love and words of cheer?"
GLASGOW,

2oth May, I875·

H. N.
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" Thy ar~ winrinc, thy ar~ wincing
Tltrougll 1M tllin 6/w air tluir way;
Unsten llarjJs ar~ softly rinring
R0111Ui a6out us nigllt and day.
Could we pin"~~ tk slladows o'w us,
And kllold tllat swaplt 6and,
Long-lost frimds would 6rigltt 6¢"or~ us
In angdi€ ktJidy stand."
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THE WARRIOR PRINC£
JTirst ijitting.
29th Novnnbrr, 186g.
Birthplace of Haled-Parentage-A Mother's Vow-Education-An Arabian
Inroad-Youthful Aspirations- A Common Domestic Scene -Love
wrnu War-Spirit Intervention.

Mv birth-place was a lovely spot of earth's surface, situated on the
Eastern shores of the Persian Sea, where the perpendicular cliffs,
rising in many places from its blue waters in majestic grandeur,
kissed the very clouds- above; and within sight of the Eastern
mountains of Karmen, whose lofty tops were tinted in purple and
gold by the great sun in his daily course. To the westward
lay the Arabian valleys, whose perfumed odours were gently
wafted on the soft evening winds towards the Persian shore.
There stood my father's castle, embosomed in all the loveliness of
Nature's soft and inviting grandeur: its lofty towers affording a
calm retreat for the inmates to inhale the cool evening breeze,
and from which, in early morning, they might hail the first appearance of the great and majestic orb of day, as he rose in the
East in all. his glory to bless the earth with his life-giving beams.
My father (for the time being I will call him Kapha) was
descended from a long line of Chiefs of Persia, renowned in the
history of their country for bravery and patriotism. My mother
was the daughter of a Chief of Cashmere. The loveliest of women
and the kindest of mothers, she was, at the same time, truly devoted to God ; so much so, indeed, that when she first looked on
me, her infant son, overpowered by feelings of gratitude to Him
whom she fervently worshipped through the emblem of the great
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sun, she solemnly dedicated me to His service. This intention
on the part of my mother raised a dispute between my parents at
the time, which was somewhat allayed by an oracular declaration
received by them, that I was destined to serve the One only True
God-a truth which they did not then clearly perceive, but which
was manifested in due time.
Considerable pains were bestowed on my education, which was
all that the Magi or other learned men frequenting the castle
could give me. But, in addition to their instruction, I acquired a
considerable amount of knowledge while subsequently travelling
with my mother in Syria and Egypt, and this in the way of preparing me for the grand aim of her life-the service ·or the Most
High God. I felt, however, no inclination to submit to her
earnest wishes; indeed, my young soul was more attracted towards
the fascinating sights and sounds and exercises of martial hosts
than to the service of the Ancient of Days amongst the Magi ;
and notwithstanding my love for my mother, I eagerly embraced
every opportunity of acquiring practice in the use of arms ; and
thus, even at an early age, I became somewhat experienced in warlike exercises.
I was little more than sixteen years old when an Arabian chief,
with a host of barbarous followers, made an inroad on Persia,
spreading desolation and ruin over many a homestead of our
peaceful country, and even desecrating our sacred altars. This
was not to be tamely submitted to, and the people were at once
called to arms to repel the ruthless invaders. My father, who had
always been esteemed a valiant and trusty leader, began to feel
the weakness of increasing age; and my mother's fears helped to
strengthen his indecision. This, I clearly saw, was the time for
me to declare mysel( I thought that, with youthful vigour on my
side, I was as able to undertake the leadership of my cpuntrymen
as my father ; and, accordingly, I asked his permission to put
myself at the head of the troops, while he should remain at
home with my mother.
" Boy !" he exclaimed, in astonishment, " you know not what
you ask. Think you that our brave and veteran warriors will follow you-a beardless youth?"
Heeding not this chilling rebuff, I replied : "What of that !
May not I be trusted, father?"
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"No, no, my son; it cannot-must not be. Why should your
young blood be shed by these barbarians-and leave us childless?"
" Father," I said, "remember there is one ever with me who
leads me and guards me ; and I know that it will not be in the
service of Persia I will shed my life's blood." (This idea was
formed by me from communications made to me by my spiritguide, of whom I will speak hereafter.)
"Begone, foolish boy!" he cried," I will hear no more of this."
" Father," I continued, "He has been my guide in all my
wanderings, and my deliverer from many a danger. Will he who
snatched me from a watery grave not deliver me from the cursed
Arabians? Let me go this once, I entreat thee ; and if I dishonour your name, let me fall by your own hand. On my bended
knees, my father, I ask this boon. Let me go."
At last he seemed to relent, and bade me consult my mother.
In my anxiety to g11in the consent of my father, I had forgotten
all my mother's loving claims on my obedience. I at once went
to her, and after showing her the growing inability of my father to
take the place he once held as a warrior-unable as he was by increasing age to stand the fatigues of war- with the heathen hordes
laying waste our homes and altars, a leader was needed, and I
reverently beseeched her, for my father's sake, to let me go.
In great distress of mind, she reminded me of the vow she had
solemnly made in regard to my future life, and of the words of
the Holy Oracle of the living God. " How, then," she cried,
" can these be fulfilled should you fall in battle?"
" Ah, my mother, beloved," I cried, " fear not for me. I shall
never fall in battle. This I am assured of. I pray thee, let me
go; for if my father fall, there falls one who is the beloved of his
people, and whose death would cause sorrow and distress to
many a one; but if I go it is not to death, but to victory."
"My son, my son," she cried," you forget that though victorious
on the battle-field it is still a field of blood."
" True, dear mother," I replied ; " but it is in defence of homes
and altars from the wicked assaults of those heathen Arabs. Must
I see our beautiful and peaceful country made a scene of havoc
and wanton desolation, and remain here in listless idleness and
ease? I cannot-! dare not."
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While thus I pled, my father came in, but stood mute; and
then my mother, after still further urging on me the sacred claims
of her vow to the Spirit of the Fire, and perceiving that her efforts
were fruitless, brought forward a stronger argument still-the
prospect I had of gaining the hand of a lovely maiden. But all
would not do ; I felt the powerful influence on me of my unseen
guide, and I told my mother that I would allow nothing to stand
in the way of my heart's desire.
"But, my son," she rejoined, "will these warriors follow you?"
"Yes, mother. He says-Go, 1/uy will wekome tim."
She offered no farther opposition, but with all a mother's love
and tenderness, gave me her blessing; while my father embraced
me and said-" I am glad it is so; for I have had a vision. I was
in the strife of battle, leading on my brave warriors, when I was
struck down by the sword of an Arabian, and then there appeared
to me the form of a noble ancestor, long since deJ>1Uted to the
heaven of bliss. He said-' Let thy son go. I am ever with
him. But if thou goest, the worst will happen.' I have told
my vision to the warriors and the Magi, and they are ready to
welcome you. Go forth, then, my son, and may thy father's
blessing go with thee !"
"0 father," I gladly rejoined-" I am but an instrument in
the hands of my spirit-guide. May the Great and Good Spirit
strengthen my hands and enable me to drive the wicked invader
from our shores !"

f&eton'b f&itttng.
De«mb" stlz, 1869.
A Reflection-The Night Before the Battle-The Parting Feast-The Persian
Soldiers at Morning Prayer-To Arms I -The Besieged City-A Strata·
gem-Onset of the Spearmen-The Persian and Arabian Horsemen
-The Spirit Warriors-Panic and Flight of the Arabians-Retaliation.
PERSIA, though now, alas ! trampled in the dust by the Children
of the Desert-her altars violated and overthrown, and a false
religion thrust on her noble sons-was, at the time I speak of,
famous for her adherence to truth ; insomuch that it became
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proverbial that what a Persian promised to do, that he would most
assuredly perform. Was it a likely thing that the formation of
such a character could be the result of the worship of idols ? 0
no, it was love and reverence for God that influenced my noble
countrymen. But inroads by the iron bands of Rome on the one
hand and predatory incursions by the wild hordes of Arabia on the
other, soon weakened us as a nation, and spread sadness and sorrow over my native land.
But I must resume my story.-Towards evening, as the glorious
SUD was setting in the west, OUr warriors gathered together, aDd
knelt to adore and praise Him who, like the great luminary of
day, gave life and light to man.
Meanwhile preparations were made within the castle for the
Parting Feast with the leaders of the host; and great was the
anxiety on the part of my father to do honour to his old and
valiant companions in arms, who had vowed that before the
setting of another sun, they would either drive the barbarians
back, or perish in defence of their native soiL
As the night drew on the leading warriors and Magi gathered
around the board to take part in the Feast of Love: for these
occasions were chosen for the allaying of all strifes which had
existed amongst them. They saw their beloved country in danger,
and thrusting their petty quarrels behind, each one showed himself eager for the morrow's fight. At these feasts the tables were
usually supplied with the choicest fruits of Persia-such as the
pomegranate, that melts in sweetness, the peach, the apricot, or
luscious grapes from the vine. Many an oracle was uttered that
night by the venerable Magi before we slept; but short indeed
were our slumbers, for all were anxious to be astir betimes.
At length the light streaked the horizon of the Eastern skythe sound of the trumpets was heard, and all sprang up to greet
the Great Lord of Day : a day to be remembered: we knew it would
be a day of blood Then the mighty host-old and tried veterans,
and young and fiery soldiers, flushed by youthful oopes-reverently
bent their knees in one vast body around the sacred altar; and
when the bright flame ascended, each warrior once more vowed
to shed his blood in defence of Persia and her altars.
The sun at length burst forth in all his glory, and all moved
forward in battle array. 0 I think I see them still-that gallant
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host, that became under the sun's beams like to a field of fire, for
none could equal Persia in the splendour of her warriors' armour
and appointments. Forward they move-horsemen, footmen, and
bowmen. It was a noble sight-to see the steady yet eager tread
of these brave men as they moved onward to that field, on which,
before the setting of the sun, many of them would shed their blood.
On the outskirts of the city of Gorbindoon, * the ancient capital
of Kerman, the barbarians lay encamped. The besieged citizens
had been for some time sorely troubled by their cruel enemies,
notwithstanding the presence of a valiant warrior who commanded
the force that defended the city. But help was at hand. As we
approached, we found that the enemy lay between us and Gorbindoon; and it was quickly determined by the leader of our
army, that a number of the troops should endeavour to get on the
other side, thereby encompassing the besiegers. Speedily the
appointed soldiers were disguised as Arabs, and were dispatched,
quietly and cautiously, to occupy the destined ground It soon
became evident that the plan had succeeded-the enemy on
observing them, taking them for expected reinforcements, which,
they believed, had crossed the sea on the preceding night ; and it
was not till they heard the joyful shouts of the besieged from the
walls that they became aware of our stratagem. Meanwhile, some
of our great chiefs prepared for battle, by dividing the Persian
host. The horsemen occupied the centre of our position, and
were headed by myself. The bowmen were placed on the left,
and the spearmen on the right wing.
Encouraged by our presence, and the force we had managed to
send to them, the beleagured citizens, who manned the walls,
began to annoy the Arabs by their missiles, who, burning with rage
at the success of our stratagem, brought on their right and left
wings against the wings of the Persians. Great and terrible was the
onset and dire the conflict when spearman met spearman, while
clouds of arrows, swift messengers of death, darkened the sky.
The horsemen held back for a time. Occupying a rising ground,
we gazed eagerly but impatiently down on the roaring sea of human
violence. We saw the Arabs like a wave rolling over on the men
of Persia, while they in their tum rolled wave upon wave on their
• So pronounced by the medium.
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barbarous foe. Eager to mingle in the battle, on the command
being given, my horsemen rushed as a whirlwind on the Arab
horse, cutting our way on, and on, and on till we reached the
tent of their chief. Here the battle raged fiercely for some time,
until the horsemen were compelled to retreat; but, in the heat of
the contest, this movement was unnoticed by me, and I found
myself alone in the centre of the wild foemen, who, despising the
usages of regular warfare, I knew well would not spare me. When
I had given up all hope of rescue from my desperate position, and
had resolved to do battle to the last, my vision was arrested by
the sudden appearance of my Angelic Guide, who had more than
once delivered me from danger. He raised his arm aloft, and my
enemies, as if by lightning stroke, were smitten to the earth. The
sound of the trumpet is heard, and lo, a band of mailed horsemen
appear, and I am snatched away from the very midst of the surrounding host of Arabians. I am awe-struck. I look on these mailed
warriors: whence came they? Persians, yet strange to me. Their
armour was bright, but black; their helmets closed, and I saw
no face. While wonderingly I gazed, they vanished from my sight.
Then I understood that this was the spirit host promised me when
I stood in need of help-the spirits of Persia's ancient warriors.
The sudden and unlooked-for appearance struck terror into the
hearts of the accursed heathen, and panic-stricken they fled to the
sea-shore, pursued by the horsemen of Persia. Many of them
gained their galleys, but multitudes perished miserably in the deep
waters of the Sea of Ormuz. An immense spoil fell into the
hands of the besieged citizens. Resolved on following up our victory, our fleet of noble war vessels was speedily prepared, and
setting sail we pursued the fugitives, and stayed not our hand,
till, on their own land, we had avenged our wrongs tenfold, and
re-crossed the sea laden with spoil.
Little knew I at that time that my beloved Persia was yet to
fall a prey to these barbarians. Alas! my countrymen,-to lay
down your arms, and become the slaves of the Infidel Arabians ~
Great God, what shall be the doom of those who, with sacrilegious
hands, have taken the sacred pages of the Persians and Hebrews
alike, and, perverting the truth contained in the holy books, have
concocted a creed, which they daringly say is from God--forcing
it on their fellowmen by fire and sword !
D
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The Spoil Divided-Disbanding of the Anny-Hafed's Address to the Trool;'s
-Vision of the Spirit Host-No S~anding Army-Something Wrong m
War-The Old, Old Story-Marriage Customs of the Persians DefiedA Pleasure Sail-Storm and Sea-fight on the Persian Gulf-A Rival in
Love.

OuR forces, as I said before, returned from Arabia laden with
spoil. A tenth part of such spoil was usually set apart to the
service of Him who had crowned our arms with victory; the half
of the remainder was devoted to the widows and orphans of those
who had fallen in battle fighting for their native land ; and the
other half was divided among the warriors that survived.
Notwithstanding our great victory, it was a sad day for Persia,
for many of her best and bravest sons were laid low, and many
were mourning for those they had lost, and we felt in our hearts
deep sympathy with the bereaved ones.
Before the breaking up of our army and the return of the
warriors to their homes, it was incumbent on me, as their chosen
leader (though right well I knew that little credit could be ascribed
to me; it was my guardian who directed me)-it was incumbent
on me, young as I was, to address my fellow-warriors, and thus I
spoke :" Men of Persia,-Ye who have bravely come forth in arms in
defence of her sacred soil-Persia, through me, this day thanks
you. Ye have valiantly fought, and your arms have achieved one
of the noblest victories ever recorded. We have not only swept
back swiftly the host of our barbarous enemies, but, in hot retaliation, we have made their land a spoil. But, 0 my countrymen,
glorious and just though our efforts may be, better for these men,
and for us too, had they not landed on our shores ; for, alas ! the
blood of men has been shed in torrents, and many a bleeding
heart finds only relief in sighs and groans for the loved ones that
lie low. When, 0 when, my countrymen, will that blessed day
come, spoken of in our Sacred Books, in which war shall be no
more ! Alas! I fear that day is still far distant in the future.
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Our beloved country has gotten herself a name-a noble name-.
among the nations. Long have we traded with every country in
gold, in pearls, in the richest silks, and in the fruits of the soil ;
and our wisdom, learning, and manners are universally acknowledged. But I fear the day is approaching when Persia will
be troubled by these unscrupulous and rapacious hordes of
Arabia, who envy our wealth ; for they have long looked with a
greedy eye on our fertile fields. 0 my countrymen, be it then
ever our firm determination to do as we have just donedrive them back into the waves. Here I stand, and, solemnly
before High Heaven, devote myself to the service of my country.
Accept my grateful thanks for submitting to follow so young a
leader. I thank you, 0 Persians, in my father's name. I thank
you in name of the King of Persia, who will yet bestow honours
on his brave soldiers. But, above all, the Great and Mighty
Spirit of the Flame shall bless you. May we all bend low before his
altars ; and may every altar be lighted up with a flame of gratitude and praise to Him who hath given us the victory over our
enemies-who, when we were nigh overwhelmed, delivered us by
the celestial host of spirit warriors. Praise Him, 0 Persians !
Praise Him for his goodness to us in our dire distress."
I had just spoken these words when our ears caught the sound
of the clink of armour overhead. On looking upwards, a glorious
vision appeared to all The same mailed horsemen, led by my
angel-guide, marched through the air. Awe-struck by the wonderful sight, all knelt down in the dust before the spirit host; and
while gazing on them, their hitherto closed visors were thrown up,
and then we recognised the faces of many long-lost friends ; and
not only such, but some of those who had fallen in the battle
we had so recently fought, but who were now enrolled in that
glorious spirit army.
I must explain here that in Persia it was not customary at tha~
time to keep up an army after the occasion for it was past. At
the ending of strife, all went home, with the exception of a few
men who were kept as guards. My father being one of the great
Chiefs or Princes of Persia, was ruler over a district in subordination to the King, and as such, when occasion demanded, he had
the power to call out inferior Chiefs, with their followers, and thus
an army was at once formed ; but composed, as it was, of men
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taken from the peaceful pursuits of life, not for the purpose of
invading the territories of other nations, but for defence of their
own, when that was accomplished, their obligations as warriors
ceased.
Accordingly, as night drew on, our soldiers, after engaging in
religious rites and giving thanks to Heaven, divided the spoil, the
lots for which there were no claimants being given to God, and
all went home, looking forward to a season of peace and happiness : they had got enough of war and its dear-bought victories.
On reaching home, my mother fell on my neck and kissed me,
while my venerated father stood by and wept for joy. He had
heard of my danger and deliverance-of the success which had
attended me in my inexperienced leadership ; but knowing well
by whom I was guided and guarded, he was not surprised ; and
he affirmed that I would yet be famous as a leader of Persia's
warriors.
Though elated in some measure by the praise of my father (as
what young man, in the circumstances, would not be), I felt even
then that there was something wrong in war. The more I saw of
the shedding of human blood, the less I liked it. I knew it was
not in harmony with the character of the Divine Being. He,
through the glorious sun, poured down light and heat on all alikeeven on the land of the heathen and barbarous Arab; while men,
unlike the Great and Good Spirit, spread desolation and misery
over the hearths and homes of their enemies, and sometimes even
over those of their unoffending neighbours.
The result of our victory, however, was, that we were enabled
to rest in peace. Our husbandmen engaged in their toilsome but
productive daily labours, and our trade and commerce flourished
once more, uninterrupted by the rude clash of arms. Having
nothing to distract us in my father's castle, we gave ourselves up
to the excitement of the chase on land, and to pleasure-sailing on
the sea. It wa.o; at this time that my thoughts turned towards
that maiden whom, with the knowledge of my beloved mother, I
had long loved in secret. She was the daughter of a neighbouring Chief. Her beauty was incomparable, and to me she appeared
more like a being of heaven than of earth. You may imagine
the joy that filled my heart when I found that my love was returned.
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You must remember that in this course I was not following the
custom of the Persians, which was, that marriage arrangements
should be left wholly in the hands of the parents of the young
people whom they proposed should be united-leaving out of
consideration the feelings of the parties most interested. Opposition to such a foolish, unnatural practice was early instilled into
my mind by both my father and mother. My father himself,
when a young man, had set the custom at defiance; for, while on
a visit to a Chief of Cashmere, he had wooed and won the heart
of his beautiful daughter-my mother; and it was not till their
hearts were fast bound with the cords of love, that they made
known the fact to any one. They had loved each other with all
the purity of children, and up to the time of which I am speaking,
they had lived devoted to each other-my father also setting his
face firmly against the evil practice of polygamy.
• At this time the father of my betrothed went on a pleasure
excursion to one of the most lovely islets that bedeck the bosom
of the Persian Sea. The party was large, and embarked in several
galleys, and in a short time we reached the little island. Having
partaken of a suitable repast, my bride and I retired from the
happy assemblage, and got on board one of the galleys. With the
aid of a few trustworthy attendants, we sailed out on the calm
surface of the sea. Beautiful and enchanting was the scene as we
slowly sped over the placid waters: while under an awning sat my
lovely treasure, breathing out the softest and sweetest strains from
her lute--the noon-day sun shining down on us in all his fervency
and glory, but his rays tempered by the gentle wind which fanned
our heated temples. Little did we dream of danger. Our steersman had unwittingly allowed the galley to get near the Arabian
coast; but of this we cared little, as peace had been for some
time established. The sun was sinking in the west, and the dark
shadows of evening began to fall on us, and quickly night spread
her mantle over the scene-all was dark. Signs of a coming
storm were observed, and strenuous efforts were made to reach a
place of safety before the threatened gale came on, but all in vain.
The wind rose, the sea became turbid, while the thunder rolled,
and the lightnings played on the white-crested waves. What a
sudden change !-from the calm and beautiful day to the dark
and storm-clad night. Oh, how like unto the breast of man!
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One moment the quiet abode of peace, the next a furnace of
anger and uncontrollable passion. At this crisis, I was conscious
of the presence of my Guardian Spirit, assuring me of his protec- ·
tion ; notwithstanding, I felt the deepest anxiety in regard to her
whom I loved more than ' life,-that she should be subjected to
all the dangers and wretchedness of the dreadful storm. Our
galley was well manned; and being one of those employed in our
recent warlike expedition, was equally well armed This, as
will shortly be seen, was fortunate for us.
Being afraid to trust to others the precious freight under my
care, I took the helm myself, and allowed the vessel to scud before
the wind. We had not proceeded far on our course, when a
galley was observed bearing down upon us. We could not make
out whether she was Persian or Arabian; but on a nearer approach
they hailed us; and coming alongside, we found it to be an
Arabian galley, fully manned and armed. We were ordered to sur;
render. But, no; at once we prepared to withstand our assailants. Placing my betrothed in a sheltered spot, I unsheathed my
falcon,* and swore I would strike down the first to put his sacrilegious foot on board our galley. The vessels soon closed, and
the Arabians began the attack, but my Persians stood firm, gallantly repelling every effort put forth by our dastard foe to board
us. Terrible and bloody was the fray, in the course of which we
contrived to get a footing on board the enemy's vessel. The sad
and dreadful scene, confined as it was within the compass of a
few feet, was not one easy to be forgotten : for far above the noise
of the storm, were heard the cries of the combatants, mingled with
the groans and excrations of dying men,-the clash of arms, and
the furious onset of Persian and Arab struggling in deadly grip
over the slippery deck into the deep sea. Just then, one of our
captains, a mighty man, strong and valiant, and famous in the use
of a ponderous battle-axe, with one well-directed blow on the prow
of the Arab galley, split her open. The waters poured in, and she
sank with all on board, and some of our best men along with them.
We were saved; and, after this night of horror, landed at daybreak on the shores of Persia.
• At a subsequent sitting, in reply to a question, he said that this wa.~ a long,
straight, two-edged sword. with a falcon's head on the hilt-hence the name.
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I afterwards discovered that the attack had been brought about
by the treachery of a disappointed rival-a Persian Chief, who,
having got to the other side, bribed some Arabians to seize me
and my betrothed, and carry us away captive.

JTourtiJ

~itting.
I

4flz

Dtcemba-, I 869.

Looking Back-Youthful Reminiscences-Communion with his Spirit-guidePredictions-The Promised Deliverer-Clairaudience- The Veil Lifted
-The" Light of the World"-The Jews and their Writings.

I THINK it will be well at this point in my narrative, to go back
for a little to my early life. From my youngest years, I loved to
review the past-a habit which clung to me through life. Better
for every one to cultivate this salutary habit-not only as regards
the incidents in his own career, but in those that belong to the
history of his country and to mankind in general. By doing so,
he may be able to see defects, little in themselves, it may be, but
leading to the most important results for the weal or woe of himself or others. The grain of sand on the sea-shore is but an
insignificant atom, but it is the accumulation of these which forms
the mountain of hard enduring rock. And so with man, little
defects in daily conduct may, if not checked in time, poison a
whole life.
While but a boy, I frequently would launch my little skiff out
into the deep blue sea,-lying at times like a sheet of molten
silver, reflecting on its calm surface the passing clouds in all their
fleecy brightness ;-and giving myself up to meditation, the question would arise in my mind-" Is it a sea? Is it a reality or a
shadow, like the shadow of the objects around-a shadow of
something substantial-something greater behind? Who made
this world and the multitude of objects diversifying its surface?
There must be a maker. In our Sacred Books we are told that
there is but One Great and Good Spirit above all, the maker and
sustainer of all-the God of the Flame, whom we worship, who
planted not far from this place a Garden, beautiful above all the
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lovely spots on this fair earth, and therein he formed man, and
placed them there, in innocence and freedom. But is this true?
May I put faith in the great and good man who wrote the sacred
story? But, hark! My Spirit Guardian says-' It is tnu.' Yes,
blessed spirit, I believe, for you must know-you who hath
walked this earth hundreds of years ago, and communed with the
immortal blest of all ages-you must know the truth. 0, will
ever the day come when mine eyes shall behold you as clearly as
my ears hear your words?"
"You will see me (he said) before you leave this stage of being.
I will be with you in all that lies before you. Persia's sons will ere
long go forth to fight for their country; and you, too, will listen
These
to the call for defence of home and altars.
Hebrews-that stubborn and rebellious race-God's own people,
as they call themselves-will reject their Deliverer-the longpromised One; they must be carried away captives, and be
scattered over all the earth. But Persia is as dear to God as
they--"
I said, " How can that be, seeing that in our Sacred Books it is
written that the Deliverer of Mankind is to be born in Judea?"
"True," said the unseen one, "they have indeed been chosen
to be the nation from which the branch shall shoot forth ; but
that branch is to be the Saviour not of the Hebrews alone, but of
the whole world.''
"The Great Spirit might have chosen a better nation surely
than these Hebrews, for of all the peoples around us they are the
worst" While travelling through their country with my mother,
we were constantly hearing of brawls and most murderous deeds.
" And yet," rejoined my guardian, " amongst these God has
chosen (and no one should find fault) to rear that little plant
whose fruit is destined to give life unto the world. He is the
life of it"
In my youthful wanderings he was often with me, instilling into
my opening mind a knowledge of natural objects, entering minutely
into the origin, nature, and uses of these as seen in the sky above,
and in the land and sea below ;-how, as in the case of the tiny
seed falling into the ground, the Great Spirit entered in by the
law of vital force, and thus produced the beautiful vegetation that
adorned our world; and not only did he speak of the objects
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within my observation, but of those wonderful operations in the
bowels of the earth, by which the land was upheaved in one place
and sunk in another.
HQW did your Guardian Spirit commu11icale wil!t you 1

In the very same way as the Medium, in his normal state, is
spoken to by his spirit friends, the Painters.
My mother knew of these communications, but it was not till
after the first battle in which I was engaged that my parents
knew who my Guardian Spirit was. In describing my rescue from
the Arabians by his interposition, he was recognised by my father
and mother and the whole household as the guardian of the family
for many generations, and now he had become the guardian of
the last of the line.
He would sometimes lift the veil that hid the future from mortal
eyes. On one occasion, while communing with him on the subject
of the expected advent of the Great Deliverer, so long looked for
by some of the nations, and of whom it was foretold that he should
be born in Judea, he said that I would in due time become one of
his followers.
"Think you," said I, " that I will renounce the religion of my
fathers, and bend before another altar ! "
" You are but a child," said he. " There is a long and arduous
life before you, and on the great stage of life you have various
parts to play. Ah, my child, while reclining in your little boat,
gently floating on the unruffled waters, you dream not of the storms
of man's life; but these you, and all, must encounter. The day
will come when you will lead on the warriors of your country
against her enemies. Then you will become one of the Magi, and
a teacher of your countrymen. Finally, you will from the steps of
these venerable altars proclaim another religion to the people-no,
not another, but just a better way of diffusing the light: you will
still be a minister of the Sacred Flame; for he who is to come
will be a Light to enlighten the whole world-a Flame which shall
not expire, but which will yet bum in the hearts of men from sea
to sea. From the frozen regions of Tartary to India's southmost
bounds, all shall see that Light, all shall find life in that Flame: aye,
even those heathens-those Arabs, your direst enemies-shall bow
the knee to him. The barbarous and the idolatrous nations of
the Mediterranean and the West shall submit to him; India and
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China-every nation and tribe shall bend the knee to the True
Light, the Light of the World."
" Why ! " I said, " Is he the Great God of Heaven?"
"Nay, my boy; he is not the Great Spirit, the Source of all
being; but he is the great Ambassador of God, the Second in
Heaven, the Ruling Prince. Often has he walked this earth as
the spirit protector and guide of these rebellious Hebrews, so little
deserving of his loving care, ever turning to the worship of strange
gods."
" 0 that he had chosen Persia ! " I cried, " How we should have
prized such tokens of love and favour ! "
" I can see now," he said, "what I could not, no more than you,
see when here. I see why the one nation was chosen rather than
the other. But in truth, though chosen to high privileges, these
Jews have ever been cruel and unjust They began their course
as a nation by driving out the Canaanites with fire and sword,
destroying even women and children in cold blood They, in
some of their Sacred Books, say that such deeds were done by
command of God. It cannot be. According to these books He
spared the first murderer, making him an outcast from men; and
why should it be said that He sent forth a horde of robbers, with
fire and sword, to destroy the heathen tribes that stood in their
way? This was to enact the part of a heathen god of vengeance.
ls it conceivable that He whom they elsewhere characterise as the
Righteous and the Just God, could be the instigator uf such deeds?
No. These tribes knew not God; but were they to be blamed
for their ignorance ? There was room in the land for them all ;
but these greedy and cruel Israelites were the strong, and they
overpowered the weak. And God helped them to do it! In like
manner may the Persians, the Grecians, the Romans, and Arabians,
when with a strong hand they have cruelly subdued weaker
nations, tum round and say they were commanded by God to do
so. Such deeds are unjust; but He is Holy, Just, and Good"
We will leave off for to-night. May His blessing, and the blessing of the Prince of Peace be ever upon you!
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I911t .Dtcembn-, r869.
The Order or the Guebre-Installation-Haf'ed Thinks or Marriage-A Lover's
Portrait of his Bride-Marriage Festivities-Peaceful Pursuits-Attempted
Assassination by a Rival-A Law which Altereth not-The Innocent
Condemned with the Guilty-Haf'ed Pleads for his Enemy-Obduracy of
the King-Spirit Intervention-Love Killeth Enmity.

I MUST endeavour to abridge this part of my narrative. To go
on as I have been doing would, I perceive, lengthen it out too
much. I will, however, now and then, give you a few interesting
passages in my earthly career.
At this period, though but a youth verging on manhood, I was
accounted a successful leader of the Persian forces, and ranked
as a Chief of Persia. As such it was determined that I, along
with other young.Chiefs, should be begirt with the badge of the
Order of Tlu Gtubre. This was a girdle, which was' worn round
the waist, and frequently over the shoulder, attached· to, and in
front of which was an emblem of the Sun. It was in some cases
very richly jewelled, and the sword-belt w~ often fastened to
this girdle. Those who were acknowledged as tried warriors
were alone eligible to wear the badge. Accordingly, at a great
religious festival, we, on bended knees, received the decoration
from the hands of the Great Head of the Magi, while we swore,
as the wearers of the girdle, to protect the altars of the Sacred
Fire or die in their defence. •
Acknowledged now as a man and a leader, I bethought me of
a change of life. I had not forgotten her for whom my heart had
so often beat in loving sympathy. Informing my father and
mother of my resolution, the day was fixed-the day when I
should be united in marriage to one with whom I had long been
united in soul. .This was an ordinance instituted by the Great
God of Heaven, when he first placed man on earth, and gave him
one to love and cherish. [bderruption-Tlu Spin"t said Ilure was
a11 advn-se tiV/umce at Ul()r/e on 1/u Medium. In a minute " two
he resumed.]
• For a further description of the Girdle, see 95th Sitting.
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My young bride! how shall I speak of her-lovely in fonn and
feature, she seemed more fitted for the Heaven of bliss than for
this lower world! My father had gifted to me a small estate
beautifully situated in a neighbouring dale, and there I resolved
to reside with my youthful partner. A year of peace had
been enjoyed; for assuredly, notwithstanding my ardour as a
warrior, I was no lover of strife. I hated the demon war, which
ever brought desolation, misery, and death in its train. But here,
thought I, in this lovely spot, destined to be the home of her whom
I love so fondly, the desolating scourge will never enter-here,
where the palm-tree and the cypress fill the air with their pleasant
odour, here will I and my beloved find a peaceful retreat-secure
in her love,-the love of a very angel of light, for such an angel
she was indeed to me.
The great day-that day so much desired and longed-for by
Earth's sons and daughters-came at last The chiefs and high
ministers of religion assembled, and went in procession to the
Sacred Hill by the Grove. Before leaving, my beloved parents fervently blessed me, and said they willingly and joyfully gave me up
(their only child) to one who was so good and lovely, and who
could help me through the trials and difficulties of life. On reaching the holy hill I joined my bride before the altar, and after the
usual religious services, a venerable sage-one famed for his erudition-united us in wedlock. The marriage rites were succeeded
by the festival, when the tables were loaded with every description
of fruit-fruits of the glorious sun; while the wine-cup made all
joyous and happy. [Interruption.]
(There is a spirit ·here trying to influence the Medium. Steen
says he knows him, and that he was here last night)
These festivals continued for several days, and were attended
by the neighbouring Chiefs and their retainers.
As Persia was now in the enjoyment of peace, my father, though
a Chief of high standing, did not like to live a life of idleness ;
though quite independent, he thought he ought to do something
for the bread he ate, and was as eager for success in commerce
and in the arts of peace as he was in war, and he trained me from
early youth to follow his example. Amongst other branches of
trade, he had a grove of mulberry trees from which silkworms
were reared, the produce of which was woven into the finest silks,
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and these were afterwards dyed in the brightest colours. It was
thus we were occupied in time of peace,-it was in such pursuits
we prospered as a people, and became famous in enterprise. But
in this we did not forget the danger of invasion, and we ever kept
our swords bright-so that when trouble arose we were prepared
to resist the demon of war, who is never satisfied but in carnage
and blood.
I had been married for some time when one day I and my wife
went on a visit to a Chief, who lived at a short distance. On our
return homewards, while passing through a thicket, a band of
armed men rushed on us. Our only attendants were two faithful
servants, and these but lightly armed as a protection against beasts
of prey. Darkness coming on, combined with the suddenness of
the attack, we were taken off our guard and at a disadvantage ;
but we quickly rallied, and a desperate encounter took place, in
which we managed to put our dastardly assailants to flight, but
not before one of my faithful servants fell mortally wounded. He
died with the oft-repeated prayer of the Persians on his lips-" 0
angelic spirits, bear me to the heavens of bliss!" Great was our
distress at the death of our poor servant, but we had little time to
indulge in sorrow. We had disabled three of the gang, whom we
bound and led as prisoners to the castle. We subsequently ascertained that they were the retainers of that Chief who was my rival
for the hand of my wife, and that they had been employed by him
to destroy me and carry her away a captive.
There was a well understood law in Persia, and which had been
adhered to for ages, that if one Chief raised his hand against the
life of another, he, with all his family, should suffer death. I was
greatly perplexed. Here was one who had raised his murderous
hand to deprive me of life, and I knew that the dreadful penalty
would be exacted. I coulcl not, however, think of the awful
sacrifice without shrinking. I felt love for all mankind-even for
him, my direst enemy. I tried to keep the matter secret. But it
was of no use; the cowardly attempt soon became known over all
the country, and the King at once ordered his apprehension and
trial. He was found guilty, and the miserable man and all his
family were condemned to die. I could not think of such a
result without anguish : why should the innocent suffer with the
guilty? It must not be. I consulted with my wife, and found
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that she, too, entertained the same feelings. I at once went to
the King, and, casting myself at his feet, I pled for the life of the
guilty Chief, and for the lives of his innocent household. It was
a thing unknown that a Chief of high rank should assume such a
lowly posture, e\·en before the King, but my heart was set on the
deliverance of those who were doomed to die. As a Chief of
Persia, I beseeched him to listen to my petition. But he sternly
rebuked me, and ordered me to depart from his presence; and
had I not been under the guidance of one more than mortal, such
a reception would assuredly have compelled me to retire. Heedless of his command, I endeavoured to set before him reasons for
the exercise of mercy: that the guilty Chief had been my rival in
love, and that the ardent passion he cherished for one whom he
no doubt loved sincerely, h~d taken away his judgment, leaving
him open to the most malignant influences. All would not do,
however : the obduracy of the king continued He said the
guilty one merited death by the law of Persia, and the law must
be honoured Still I felt impelled to plead. " In the name of
the Great God of the Flame, I implore thee, 0 King, grant me
this boon. Let me show to this man love for his hatred-let him
have life for death I"
Seeing no sign of relenting on the part of the King, I turned my
face away from him, and with uplifted eyes, I appealed to a greater
than the august monarch of Persia. " 0 Great God of Heaven!
Thou who hast the hearts of all men in thy hands, soften, I pray
thee, Holy and Mighty One, the heart of our great Sire, so that he
may be led to destroy this hard and cruel law. 0 ye souls
that have suffered by its infliction, plead with me that it be no
longer a blot on Persia's fair name!"
I had hardly spoken these words, when the chamber was filled
by a volume of the sweetest sounds, as if coming from ten thousand silver trumpets, while the voices of an unseen spirit host fell
distinctly on the ear, and the cry was heard-" 0 mighty Sire,
graciously hear our prayer!" Awe-struck and confounded, the
King started from the throne on which he was seated, and exclaimed-" Ah, me! what am I that l should refuse to listen to
the prayers of the Host of Heaven! I grant you his life. He
and his are free from death. But, remember-he must be your
slave for ever."
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The prisoner was brought before me manacled and fettered. I
ordered his chains to be struck off, and told him he was free.
I had no expectation that he would ever manifest a spirit other
than that which he had so long cherished against me. But I was
mistaken. The power of love to melt the most hardened heart
was at once displayed; for no sooner were the chains that bound
him struck off, than he fell upon my neck, and wept like a child:
my lovingkindness had slain his enmity. From that day henceforth he was my fast friend, and time but strengthened his attach_ment.
[In answ" to a questio11 as to the ca'fSe of the int"ruption noted
in Ike jtJregoing, the Spirit said that, in conuqtlt!Ue of Stem
leavi11g, an a11ci'mt sage-an Egyptian priest-had got in, and
tried to impart his tkougkts to the Medium; these had got
mixed up with those u1hich he ( Hafed) was givi11g to him,
a11d lwue Ike interruptions.]
May the blessing of the High and Holy and Mighty Spirit rest
upon you I

29/h Decnnh", I 869.
Inroads-Becomes a Father-The Alanes-The Medes and Persians-The
Use of the Lasso in War-Murder and Rapine-His Wife and Child
Slaughtered-Revenge-His Guardian Appears- Hafed's Spirit Subdued
-"Thy will be done!''-His former Rival now his Friend-The Avenger
-He goes Home-A Mother's Sympathy.

Mv life for some time after these experiences ran on somewhat
smoothly. Nothing happened to disturb the peace of Persia-no
intruder ventured to annoy us ; and the whole community gave
attention to trade, commerce, and the cultivation of the soil. But
that desirable state of affairs did not last long; for inroads by the
Greeks and Romans on the one hand, and by the barbarous Arabs
on the other, once more brought distress upon my beloved country.
A spirit of envy appeared to animate these warlike nations, inciting
them to ravage those countries, such as Persia, whose inhabitants
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were inclined to peaceful pursuits. Like some docile, inoffensive
animals, however, which, when trampled on, will tum round in
defence, the sons of Persia, on such occasions, flew to arms in
support of their hearths and altars. Several battles were fought
with the Greeks and Romans. But the latter were never content :
always anxious to extend their power and enrich themselves at
the expense of less powerful and more peaceful peoples. They
had conquered many of the half-barbarous nations of the world ;
they had taken much from Persia ; they had robbed Greece of
her deities, and Gaul of her men ;-but they were not always victorious,-on several occasions we had driven them back, and still
maintained our independence.
I would be about thirty-three years of age, when my beloved wife bare me a lovely boy. We had been for many years
without issue, and it may well be imagined that my heart was
greatly overjoyed when Heaven granted us the precious gift. But,
alas! how fleeting are human joys. Some months after the birth
of my son an inroad was made on the territory of the King of
Media by the Alanes• and their allies, when they desolated much
of the country by fire and sword The King fled, and the enemy
carried off his household treasures and his concubines. (Those
A/ants, a half-barbarous pagan tribe, were dwellers on the river
Tanais, and had been originally placed there by Alexander the
Great for the guarding of a pass which led into Media. Their
allies were from Hyrca11ia.)
Recovering from their panic, and their courage rising, the
Medes sought help from their ally, Velogt.us, our king, who (being
celebrated for his generous and kindly disposition towards neighbours in distress) at once called us to arms to assist the Medes
against the ruthless barbarians. · My gallant warriors were ever
ready for such a call; and quickly marching on the enemy, we
succeeded, after some hard fighting, in driving them back,-at the

.

• The Medium tried to pronounce the word aright, but tailed, on which the
Spirit said as he was unable to get the Medium to pronounce some proper
names, he would take the help of another spirit, one of the Painters, a countryman of the Medium's, who would use his hand to write the names. Thereafter the Medium took a piece of card and wrote the word Almzls. The same
method was adopted in some other cases. All words so given I have italicised.
More recently proper names and dates have been given in diud writing.
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same time recovering the stolen treasures and wives of the King
of Media.
The King of Armenia also assisted in this undertaking; but
nearly lost his life in one of the engagements. The bravest of the
brave, he had daringly rushed into the thickest of the battle, when
he was caught round the neck by a small cord; and had it not
been quickly cut, he would assuredly have been drawn from his
saddle and despatched. These wild Alanes were very expert in
this peculiar mode of fighting.
The services of the Persian troops being no longer required, we
turned our faces gladly towards home. It was then I began to feel
some anxiety as to the welfare of my wife and child; and as we
were coming near to the district of country in which my castle was
situated, I spurred on my horse and soon ltft my soldiers behind.
On reaching the brow of the bill, I beheld the lovely valley
where I had lived so long in happiness and peace: it was like a
little paradise, which angels might have sought to dwell in. At
last my eyes rested on the spot where my heart was fixed.
But, 0 horror! instead of the pleasant picture, I saw nothing
but smoking ruins and desolation. My cherished home was a
blackened, smouldering mass. Almost bereft of reason, I wildly
rushed forward to the scene of desolation. I called aloud the
name of my beloved; but, alas! no voice responded. Madly I
ran hither and thither, searching for my wife and her little one.
At last I found them-all that remained of them-their blackened
bodies, amid the still smoking ruins. 0 who could be so hardhearted as thus to lay waste a happy home, and murder an
unoffending, unprotected woman and child! Surely none but a
monster. Ah me! How shall I describe the anguish of my soul!
(Even now, while speaking to you through this mortal, the same
feelings come back on me.)
With the disfigured bodies of my dear ones before me, on that
night of horror and sadness, I madly raised my hands and swore
(I would have sworn by the Great God of Heaven, but the words
stuck in my throat-they would not come)-I swore by the gods
of the heathen, that whoever had done this foul deed, I would
follow them to the ends of the earth; and, though guarded by ten
thousand men, I would tear them limb from limb! I sank down
in my great agony to the earth, and raised the voice of supplicaE
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tion to the High and Holy Spirit. Lifting up my eyes as I prayed
thus in the bitterness of my soul, lo ! my Guardian stood before
me. An angry scowl clouded my face even in the presence of the
heavenly messenger, arid, in tones of anger and bitterness, I
asked why he had not protected those I loved-her who was all
the world to me, and the little one--our only child.
"Behold!" he cried. I looked, and there stood my beloved
ones in spirit, smiling on me-a broken-hearted, downcast man.
The vision passed away, and I was left alone with my Guardian
Spirit. He told me that henceforth my life was to be devoted to
something higher and better than war ;-that had my wife and
child been spared, the vow made at my birth might have been
neglected; but now the way was made clear for the fulfilment of
that vow by their removal.
" 0 it is a cruel blow-thus to take away from me wife and
child at once."
He said he could not interfere to prevent the catastrophe; that
no power of men or angels could ward off the blow. " 0 God!
It is hard- hard, indeed, to bear this trial. But thy will, Mighty
Spirit, be done! I have served my country as a warrior, I will
now serve Thee at the sacred altars of Persia. I am ready."
· " Now," said my Guardian, " will I tell you who hath done this
ruthless deed. Had I made it known before, you would have
recklessly rushed into danger. After the defeat and flight of the
Alanes, a band of the barbarous host that had felt the power
of your sword, writhing under the infliction, sought out your
dwelling, determined on revenge; and cruel, indeed, was its
accomplishment."
" May I not," I exclaimed, "lift my hand in just retributionwhy should such miscreants be allowed to escape?"
"No, my son; you have said-Thy w111 be done! and dare you
draw back?"
I bent my head in acquiescence. On looking up I perceived a
horseman on the brow of the hill, on the summit of which, the
last rays of the setting sun were playing. As he approached, I
recognised him who had once been my rival in love, and my
bitterest enemy, but now my warmest friend. He was quickly at
my side. It needed, alas I but few words to tell the awful tale:
the mangled remains of my beloved wife and child explained all.
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The effect produced on him appeared to harrow his very soulindeed, he seemed to feel far more acutely than I did myself. 0
how he wept and groaned in the deep agony of his heart. I did
my best to calm and console him; and, telling him of my resolution to become one of the Magi, I left it with him to avenge the
murderous deed.
" Look up!" I said; and as he did so the Angel Presence met
his eyes, and he fell prostrate in fear and trembling. He thought
he was in the presence of the Great and Mighty Spirit. "Rise, I
pray you, my friend: be not afraid; he who now appears is my
Guardian Spirit, who ever watches over me. 1' He rose from the
earth, and bent reverently before the Spirit, who thus spoke to
him : " Come, now, bestir thyself, and show what thou wilt do for
thy friend! The warriors whom he hath hitherto led to victory are
even now ready to receive thee as their Captain. Go, and may
God go with thee!" At once he vaulted into his saddle, and
riding at his utmost speed, quickly rejoined the returning
troops. The fearful tale of blood was soon spread amongst· my
soldiers, who, fired with indignation at the cruel wrong I had sustained, followed hard on the track of the murderous Alanes, overtook them near the sea-shore, and hemming them in on every
side, drove them at the point of the sword into the surging waters.
Not one escaped to tell the tale.
And now I began to feel all the bitterness of my bereavement.
I had no one to love. She, whose kind and loving voice· had
cheered me in my hours of sadness, was now tom from me. My
friends tried to comfort me; alas! their words were like the sounds
of a broken instrument. But my father and mother were still
alive, and, though old and frail, still bore up amid all the requirements of domestic life in the old family mansion, and I determined
to visit them before entering on my sacred calling. On approaching the castle, I observed my beloved mother standing in the
gateway, and when she saw me she ran and fell on my neck and
wept. The sad tidings had gone before me, and deep was her
distress. She spoke to me-as only a mother can speak-in
terms of the deepest sympathy and consolation, and counselled
me to embrace the opportunity now presented of fulfilling the
vow made at my birth. On telling her I had made up my mind
to do s<r-that I was now ready to assume the sacred office, she
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said-" Oh, my son, I knew thou wouldst consent. I have seen
in vision thy wife and child, and all has been opened up to me.
Thou wilt now serve thy country in two ways. Thou wilt give
spiritual instruction to the people of Persia; and also, when called
on, be ready to draw the sword in defence of our homes and our
sacred altars."* [Bmtdidion.]

~etlentb

· ~itting.
I#h 'January, r870.

Pre-historic Persia-The Indian, Hebrew, and Persian Records of the Deluge
-Names of Early Kings-Advent of Zoroaster-His Doctrines and
Mode of Worship-The Uld Idolatry.

AT this point of my narrative, before I begin an account of the
· second period of my earth life, it will be well, perhaps, to glance
at the early history of Persia.
As I now learn, we Persians dated the first of our kings a thousand years before the Hebrew " Deluge." But long before that
time Persia existed- not certainly as a kingdom, for then
she had no crowned head-but as a nation under the sway of
chiefs or princes, exercising power each in his own domain. With
the spread of the knowledge of God amongst my heathen forefathers-that is, the knowledge of One Great Supreme Being, the
Maker of the Heavens and the Earth-there also sprang up the
idea of earthly sovereignty-one great chief set over all others.
But so far as Persia was concerned, these subordinate princes, or
chiefs, never offered a very cordial submission to the Chief Ruler.
At the earliest period of our history, the people bowed down to
idols of gold and silver, wood and stone, the work of their own
hands. Man was but young upon the earth at this time-about
two thousand years before the Deluge recorded in the Hebrew
• On revisal, I asked him how this corresponded with the fact, that when
subsequently he did draw the sword he was reproved for doing so. He said
he knew that it was customary for a certain class of the younger Magi to
engage in battle, but he was, when be drew the sword, in the sacred position
of Head of the Holy Brotherhood, and not allowed to engage in the battles of
armed men.
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Sacred Books. The Deluge in our Persian Books is placed. still
farther back. It is not easy to decide which is right. But it is
just possible both .may be wrong; for, in the Sacred Records of
India, the Deluge is put back thousands of years, away into the
thick mists of human tradition.
The names of our earliest kings are lost, though there are still
a few recorded, such as Kariukh-Sdzaraf-Tabrizt-Cyrus, s6s.
I will yet be able to find some others, though th.ere are some such
things unknown to us in the spirit-world.
Persia, as I have said, emerged from the darkness of idolatry,
and at an early period worshipped the Most High God. From
ancient Persia, sprang the father of the Hebrews; and it was from
Chaldea that light shone upon the Egyptians. But, above all,
there sprang up among our princes a great priest and prophetgreater far than any other one that had gone before him-Zoroaster,-from whom my father's house was descended. He lived
like no other Chief of Persia, but selecting a lonely cave, secluded
for a time from his fellow-men, he there communed with God.
From that cave shone out the oracles of light; for, having received
the needed education in this seclusion, the holy man came forth
and declared to his countrymen the truth concerning God-the
Great Father of Spirits-the Uncreated-the Only Pure One, who
could not sin-the Creator of all things in the Heavens and on
Earth. He showed our fathers that this High and Holy One
sustained them as a loving Father; that from Him proceeded
every blessing which Earth could afford; and that when taken away
from this world, He takes His children to Himself. He taught
them these truths by the most appropriate emblems, for in these
early times such were required. When he spake of love and
light as attributes of the Great and Good One, he pointed them
to the glorious Sun, by whose influence they were blessed, the
light and heat of which showered down manifold blessings on
every man alike. Zoroaster also taught them that He, Orumazts,
or Ormusd, was not alone-there was another, co-eternal with
Him-J(ylhras, and that was the Son-one that would come to
earth in due time, to deliver men from darkness and sin.
When the great Prophet called on the people of ancient Persia
to worship God, he did not counsel them to erect stately and
gorgeous temples for this purpose, but directed them to build
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their altars on the mountain-tops, on which the rays of the morning sun would first fall. But notwithstanding the adoption of the
doctrines of this great and good man, there was still a remnant
left of the old idolatry; and the people, as they advanced in
wealth and luxury, forgot the instructions of Zoroaster, and instead
of the simple altar and its never-dying fire on the hills, they built
great temples, and therein placed their altars, no doubt led astray
in this by the example of Greece and Rome.
I can go no farther with my medium to-night.
The blessing of the High and Holy One be for ever upon you I
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~itting.
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Hafed Chosen to be Archmagus-His Qualifications for the Office-Education
the Special Work of the Magi-Pre-natal Education-Magian Creed and
Mode of Worship-Marriage Ceremony-Temperance in Persia--Secrets
of the Magian Grove Worship Revealed-The Magi Taught by SpiritsAnatomy, Botany, Astronomy, &c.

I WILL now speak concerning the Order of the Magi, into which
I had been admitted Previous to becoming one of their number,
I had been well known in Persia and Media, and my name was
familiar to all the Magi as one who, in the pursuit of knowledge,
had visited other countries. I had travelled through Palestine to
Egypt, and even to Greece and Rome, picking up information in
regard to the various forms of worship taught and practised in
these countries. But, above and beyond the knowledge thus
acquired, the instruction I had received from my Spirit Guide
from early youth was considered a much higher qualification for
admission to their sacred circle, for this was esteemed by them as
wisdom from on high ;-so that not only was I welcomed by the
Magi as a brother, but shortly thereafter. I was chosen to be their
Head. This was quite in accordance with the laws of the Order.
It was not the oldest or most learned who was selected for the
office, but he who was considered the greatest seer-who received
his learning from the spirit world.
In giving you some account of our system, I will have occasion
to mention some things strange but true.
And first of all, our great aim in the Persian Schools, in which
the Magi were teachers, was to instil into the minds of the young
of both sexes a love of parents and friends-how to be virtuous
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and honest in their lives; and to inculcate respect for the religion
and laws of Persia. A lack of reverence for parents or elders was
punished severdy. It was a custom at times to form a court in
the schools, and sit in judgment on supposed crimes. By this
means our youth acquired a knowledge of the laws and their
sanctions that they would not easily forget when they grew up to
be men and women. The education of youth was indeed a matter
of the highest interest in the Magian system, and in this respect
Persia occupied the foremost place among the nations.
Strange thou·gh it may appear to you, it is nevertheless true,
that the Magi began the education of their offspring before they
were born I When the wife of one of the Magi was perceived to
be with child, she was at once exempted from all harassing cares
and duties. There was nothing suffered to disturb her mind, but
everything which was calculated to administer comfort and pleasure was afforded. She attended Divine worship in company
of the Holy Sisterhood, so that the purest and most favourable
influences might leave their impressions on the unborn child, and
thus make it more susceptible, in after years, of receiving knowledge. This will doubtless be looked upon by many as something
very strange ; but, as one who speaks to you from the Spirit World,
I know it to be a great and important truth, and one that ought
never to be lost sight of by any one who has the good of mankind at
heart. External things, whether good or evil, by a law not much
understood, leave their impressions on the unborn child, through
the medium of the mother. Ignorance or neglect of this law is at the
root of much of the evil so prevalent amongst men of all degrees.
We believed in the existence of the One Great and Good Spirit
-Om us; the great Ruler-Them us, the Son; and Thewith, the
Daughter • (whom the Hebrews called the Holy Ghost); also,
Altriman, the Evil One, the spirits under whom were called
Genii. These the Persians held to be the Four Great Spirits in
the universe.
As to our mode of worship, we had our altars under the blue
canopy of heaven, on an elevated spot surrounded by myrtle trees.
The centre of the enclosed space was laid out as a garden, and
• These three names are given as pronounced by the medium in trance.
names, &c., in italics were given in direct writing.
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therein was a fountain of crystal water, which, in its flow towards
the river, fell over rocky heights, forming cascades of great beauty.
As the sun rose in the eastern horizon, we engaged in solemn
worship by singing our morning hymns to the Great Spirit, and
thereafter we marched in procession towards the sacred altar,
accompanied by the wives and children of the Magi. Then
followed others of the Order leading sheep or lambs, according to
the day of the week, decorated with myrtle wreaths, representing
the innocence or purity of God himself. The animals were led
forward to the edge of the basin of crystal water; and the officiating Brother solemnly invoked the Great Spirit thus-" Look down
upon us and bless us in our offering lo thy Son, 0 most Mighty
Omus !" After this invocation the animals were slain, and their
flesh taken away and eaten at sunset
There were four altars erected, on each of which burned the
ever-lasting fire. Had any of these gone out, it could not again be
lighted except by the sun, and so we called it the fire ever-lasting.
At the altar to Thewith, the Daughter of God, marriages were
celebrated. The bride and bridegroom, with their followers,
dressed in long white flowing robes, walked in procession to the
altar, and knelt before it; while the band of Holy Sisters raised a
hymn to Omus. As the officiating minister approached, the
Sisters laid on the altar pieces of sweet-scented wood. Thereafter the two were united under the eye of the Great Spirit as
husband and wife-none could separate them but God, whose hand
sustained them in being. Mter another hymn, the minister prayed
for blessings on the newly-wedded pair, and then the Sisters
danced. A bountiful repast followed the ceremony. The viands
were spread out on the green sward, and all present were invited
to partake. On. such occasions mirth and happiness reigned; but
there was no intemperance. One of the chief lessons enforced
was that of sobriety : the temperate man was likened unto the
Great Spirit, while he who bereft himself of his senses was held to
be one who had become a dwelling-place for devils. Indeed,
sobriety was the subject of law in Persia. It was by this virtue
we had acquired our fame as a nation, and up to the time when I
left we preserved that fame.
I must now introduce to you a .most important and interesting
part of the Magian system-a secret to the outside worshippers.

Digitized by

Coogle

ss

HAFED PRINCE OF PERSIA.

I refer to the Oracles of the Grove. On the side of a mountain,
in the centre of a spot thickly covered with trees, closely interwoven by vegetation, through which no one could possibly penetrate, stood the altar of the Sacred Oracles. A serpentine path
was cut through this grove, wide enough to allow a female in
robes to pass with freedom. On traversing the mazy pathway to
its termination, a clear space was reached, but shrouded in darkness, the thick overhanging foliage keeping out the light of day.
The pure in heart and life only were allowed to enter there; the
unclean He would cast out. In the midst of that dark and solemn
grove stood an altar ; and as the privileged members of the
Brotherhood entered, one by one, they seated themselves around
the base of the sacred pile. On looking towards the altar, a
light like unto a star became visible, and as we looked it appeared
larger and larger. We saw the continuous light, but saw no fire;
and as we thus sat before the altar, the Spirit came and delivered
his message. Many wonderful things were there disclosed to us.
It was at this shrine of the Great God that we got those messages
from the Spirit World, by which we were able to instruct the people
of Persia in the duties they owed to God and their fellow-men.
The Magi, with their Chief, or Head, had each one his work to
do, and one and all required to be fully furnished for their
several tasks.
Here we were taught by certain spirits how the wondrous
human frame was constructed : how bone fitted to bone ; how the
blood, the life fluid, circulated through the great net-work of
channels ; how the brain, the seat of reason, was connected with
the other parts of the body by those wonderful threads which
spread themselves over the whole structure ;-all declaring, in the
clearest language, the wisdom and love of the Great Spirit, who
had thus formed poor mortal man.
Again, we had messages from another class of spirits as to those
small insect tribes which can hardly be seen by the bodily eye :
but we received the instruction on this subject through spiritual
vision.
Then we had from others information in regard to plants of all
kinds-indeed, of the whole vegetable world : how that, over all,
God's \visdom was displayed in their beautiful formation, and his
hand in their sustainment.
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Another band of spirits instructed us in regard to the inhabitants of the sea and the animals which lived on the land.
We were instructed by others concerning the coal, the iron, the
copper, the lead, and other minerals dug from the bowels of the
earth.
It was the duty of another class of these spirits to tell us of the
bodies moving through space-worlds such as our own, and
peopled as ours. But the Spirit of Evil had never found entrance
into these-though the Greeks held some such idea, and that his
leading spirits, or generals, ·had also entered, seeing they had given
their names to some of them. It was our duty to teach otherwise.
Others taught us how the Great Spirit moved in wind and rain,
and of the uses of these in his bountiful dealings with men.
They showed us how the Sun whom we hymned shed down his
warm rays on the atmosphere surrounding the Earth, thinning the
air, and causing the breezes to dispel injurious vapours or gases.
They showed how, at the descent of the Sun, the dews fell and
watered the soil beneath, which, combined with the gentle rain
from ocean's clouds, made the ground plentiful for the behoof of
man and beast
The Head of the Magi had a general knowledge of all these
subjects, so that he might be able to impart knowledge to others.
I mean to speak of these things on a future occasion. At our
next sitting I will open the Eastern Temples, and show you the
different ideas prevailing there in reference to religion.

ntntb

~ttttng.
21ui

February, r87o.

Theology of the Egyptians-Misrepresentation in. regnr;d to it-~eir Three
Gods or Trinity-Typhon, Hennes, and Tnsmegtstus-Theu Mode of
Worship-Temple of Isis-The Symbols of Worship explained-Egyptian
Prayers-Female Priests-Consulting the Spirits.

THE last time we met I spoke of the doctrines and modes of
worship existing amongst my own countrymen, the Persians. I
will now make some reference to the theology and worship of the
Egyptians, more especially as there has been a considerable
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amount of misconception, or misrepresentation, concerning the
religious position of the Egyptians; the Greeks and others having
looked upon them as idolaters, the worshippers of birds and
beasts and creeping things-not imagining that they themselves,
in their ignorance, were much more idolatrous than the Egyptians.
Knowing the secrets of their worship, I know that there is little
or no ground for the accusation. It is false.
Let me briefly give you some account of the belief of the
Egyptians in regard to the primeval state of mankind. They
taught that man at first came from the hand of his Creator pure
and undefiled ; that he was immortal ; that what is termed
" death" is but his translation from the material life to a higher
state of existence ; and that he would continue to pass from one
stage of being to another-higher and still higher-till ushered
into the immediate presence of the Great and Unseen Spirit,
the Father of all spirits.
They ascribed the fall of man from his innocent state to the
agency of 7}pho11, the chief of the lower spirits, working under
the three Great Spirits-Osirts, Isis (female), and Orus (the Son).
These were worshipped by the Egyptians. They held that
Typhon attempted to dethrone the Great and Mighty Spirit and
was attacked by Htrmts (the chief, or general, of the Three
Great Ones), who drove him from Heaven to the centre of the
Earth_:that is, Hades, mentioned in the Sacred Books of the
Jews. But Typhon came out from his prison as a serpent, and
attacked man-not as a serpent, but as a man. He scattered
mankind in pieces over the Earth, and into these pieces entered
the evil genii, his followers. This, at first sight, looks very absurd
and ridiculous ; but we must look at it as an allegory or fable, so
commonly used by Eastern nations to convey the truth. The
explanation is this : That after the Chief Evil Spirit had opened a
way into man's heart, his followers entered in, and man was corrupted. He became evil.
In the very early records of the Egyptians, Hermes is claimed
as their first King. He came as a King, and endeavoured, by
the light of truth, to bring man back from evil to the Great God,
the source of all truth. According to their Sacred Books, he was
the first to introduce the practice of reading and.writing by certain
sounds. It was Trzs11ugislus who brought in the system of
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representing words and ideas by pictures of various animals ; and
these were used instead of written words. So much did this
latter system prevail that these representations were set down by
strangers as objects of worship on the part of the Egyptians.
A few words as to the symbols of worship in use. A stranger in
my day was not allowed to enter an Egyptian temple ; they were
strictly debarred. But, travelling as I was for the acquisition of
knowledge, I was introduced by one of our Magi to a high priest
of Isis, from whom I had liberty to come and go when it suited
me, and by this means I got a considerable amount of information
as to their worship. The temple dedicated to Isis was built in
the form of an egg, or oval shape. Over the entrance there was
inscribed, in the picture-characters referred to, the following :" He who would seek to rend the veil from Truth, let him enter
here and find wisdom." On entering, the stranger beheld a
gorgeous building. It had been famous over all the world; but,
from the repeated spoliation of the Persians, Greeks, and Romans,
who carried away many of the golden vessels and instruments, it
was in my day fast falling intb decay. At the farther end of the .
temple stood an altar, around which was a deep channel of pure
water, for the purpose of carrying off the blood spilt in the
sacrifices. Above the altar, high up, near the ceiling of the
temple, were representations of two great Clouds reaching toward
each other and meeting at the top. Behind the altar there was
another representation of a great Tree growing in a soft marshy
ground. On the topmost branch of the Tree was perched a keeneyed Hawk ; while beneath, at the root, was a Crocodile wanting
the tongue. At the base of the altar stood one of those strange
figures to be seen in Egypt-Half-lion and Half-man. Then there
was the representation of a Globe, with a Serpent springing out
from its centre. To the right of the altar stood the figure of the
goddess Isis, her face covered with a Veil, the base of the column
bearing the words-" 1'/u Unluwwn God, 1/ze Only True God.''
To the left, opposite to Isis, there stood the image of another
deity, Harpocralts, with his hand upon his mouth. These were
the great symbols used by the Egyptians in their worship of the
Great and Holy Spirit.
I will now try and give you some explanation of these symbols.
The over-arching Clouds were meant to symbolise the dwelling-
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place of the High and Holy One, of whom they had neither shape
nor form: they could not perceive Him, yet they believed the
Great Unseen One was there. The Tree was the emblem of His
goodness to man in supplying his wants through the vegetation of
the soil. His Omniscience was symbolised by the keen-eyed
Hawk, a bird remarkable not only for the keenness of its sight in
perceiving small objects, but also for seeing at great distances.
The Crocodile was emblematical of His great power, and the
figure being represented as without a tongue, conveyed to the
worshipper the idea that, notwithstanding the almighty power of
God, he was yet rich in mercy and forbearance to man. The
Half-lion Half-man was emblematical of the Son, endowed with
strength and wisdom. The Serpent crawling from the centre of
the globe, showed how the Evil One had come from the prison
where he had been confined by Hermes, to fall on man and
corrupt him. The Veil covering the face of Isis represented
Virtue as the Covering of Truth. None had been found able to
lift that Veil . . . till once Orus, the Son. . . . No one
had been able to enter in before the Great Unknown-even HER
Son covered his mouth.*
Their mode of worship now calls for some remarks. The High
Priest approached the altar, followed by two other priests leading
the sacrifice, which was adorned with garlands wreathed around
its neck. It was led to the foot of the altar, where the priest
plunged the knife into it, the blood running into the stream of
pure water formerly alluded to. When ttie animal was dead, its
carcase was laid on the altar, where it was consumed by the sacred
fire. The High Priest then called on the assembled people to
fall down before the Great Spirit. The prostrate worshippers then
prayed to the Great Unseen One who dwelt within the Cloud;
after which they rose to their feet and chanted a Hymn of Praise.
Then the priest uttered these words of prayer-" Thou Great
Unseen and Most Mighty Spirit-Thou who dwellest in the
Clouds, surrounded by darkness, yet in light, for Thou Thyself
• At a subsequent sitting for revisal, be was asked the meaning of this passage, which looked fragmentary. He said it was one of the oracles of early
Egyptian theology, and was a foreshadowing of the coming of Jesus the Prince.
He was the Son symbolised; be it was who lifted the veil-who revealed the
Father.
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art Light-0 Most Merciful and Gracious, we prostrate ourselves
before Thee. Grant that we may be able to rend the veil which
hides Truth from our eyes: that we may become pure, and
beautiful, and good. 0 Thou Great and Gracious Unseen One,
take us under thy care and keeping." Something similar to this
was expressed on these occasions. After this, the Priestesses
sung and danced round the figure of Isis, raising their voices,
saying-" 0 Mother of Virtue and Wisdom, intercede for us with
Him who dwellest in the Clouds, that we may receive the spirit of
prophecy-that, through Thee, we may be enabled to enter into lift the veil and seek for and find the hidden treasures."
I may here remark, that it was considered by these female
priests a very great gift to attain to the power of communicating
with the spirits of the departed. When communion was desired,
one of the female mediums, or prophetesses, was selected to consult with the spirits. The persons seeking communion generally
fasted and prayed for some time before, and in the evening retired to a small apartment near the top of a high tower. There
they waited, the medium with her hands on a small burnished
table, and the messages were given through her.* Sometimes
these messages were stated to be from their former kings, some of
whom were accounted gods. It was different in Persia-there the
Magi were the consulters of the Oracles.
You see from that which I have told you that these Egyptians
were not so far astray-that they were not the mere worshippers
of dumb idols, though much of their worship was enveloped in
symbolic mystery, like that of the Persians. They had, as I have
said, their three persons in the Godhead-Father, Mother, and
Son (the Mother representative of Nature), and they believed also
in a Great Evil Spirit. The Persians also believed in the Evil
One, who was inferior in power and was the head of the Genii.
These latter were considered not altogether evil, only of a lower
class of spirits. But all were held to be under the control of the
Great Spirit of the Universe.
May His light ever shine on you!
• For a farther notice of this ancient mode of communication, see the 19th
Sitting.

Digitized by

Coogle

HAFED PRINCE OF PERSIA.

tltentb

~ttttng.
Rbruary IJ, I870.

The Doctrine of the Sabeans-Ancient Notions about Abraham and Zoroaster
-Some Remarks on Abraham.

I

WILL

now, for a short time, speak of the doctrine of the Sabeans.

It was something like that of the Persians, inasmuch as, while the

Pt:rsians used the Sun as emblematical of the Great Spirit, the
Sabeans adhered to Saturn as an emblem of their God. In their
temples, they had him represented as a Globe, ornamented with
precious stones, so bright and clear that they reflected the face as
in a mirror.

They had their responses, or visions, from these

clear stones. They taught that all were .born under their particular stars, and that success in their various avocations in life
depended on such natal conditions. If a child was born under a
certain star, it was predicted whether he would succeed or fail in
his career. All their learned men studied the planets, which they
held to be great level plains. We (Persian Magi) had no such
idea; we knew better. They believed when their great men died
they became stars, gods, &c., and were made governors of the
heavenly worlds. Like the Egyptians, they had their towers for
the consultation of the oracles. They were ever active, however,
in imparting lessons of purity and virtue. They were subject sometimes to Greece and sometimes to Syria; indeed, it was matter of
dispute whether they were Grecian or Syrian. I cannot go further
in this direction-your space would not allow me. Were I to go
into the depths of such subjects, volumes could not contain all
that might be stated.
When speaking of Egypt, I might have said something more
about Thebes, with its temples, its subterranean rivers, its imitation gardens, hung with lamps like fruit<;; but I am just giving you
a rough sketch. I want to show you that I was not unacquainted
with these things, and that I was, in some degree, prepared for
the great change about to take place, and of which I will in due
time speak.
The Persians held the notion that Abraham was Zoroasln-, or
Zadusl,· but that never entered my head, seeing I had his (Zoro-
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aster's) own word for it. Many of the writers before my dayHerotialus and others-say Abraham came from Chaldea. Some
say that when he went into Egypt he taught the Egyptians! Why,
it was the nation above all others at the time celebrated for
learning; indeed, almost the only nation on the face of the earth
where it had a substantial footing. Such writers did not know, or
did not remember, that at that very time there were to be seen
the ancient Cities of the Rocks, on which were engraven, as on
tablets, the records of a far back age. Abraham impart knowledge to the Egyptians ! Persia and Chaldea were celebrated for
their trade and commerce in silks and in precious metals. Who
has not heard of Great Babylon, with its great and beautiful
buildings! (4'\las! where now are all those ancient nations, once
so famous in the arts of peace and so valiant in war !) It was from
these nations the Jews acquired much of their knowledge of trade
and commerce. Abraham, their great forefather, had, however,
a knowledge of the only living and true God ; and it was through
him that the Bright Star would arise to give light and life and
beauty to the whole earth. The coming of the Great Deliverer
was looked forward to by many earnest souls in other nations ;
but it was only those who had entered into the holy places and
received the messages from the Spirit World who knew that out of
Judea would spring forth the world's Saviour.
I can say no more to-night. May the blessing of the Most
High rest on you !

~lebentb

~ttting.
24th February, r87o.

Sjiar14: J.aws of Lycurgus-Games in the Circus-Young Men and Maidens

-Wives and Children of the ~tate-Lending Wives by Law- The Slave
Cla.c;s-Hafed Condemns the Laws of Sparta.
Qu~stiiJn.s: Egyptian
Hieroglyphs-The Book of Job-Per.;ian Doctrine of the Origin of Evil,
the Spirit· World, &c.

To-NIGHT I will refer to Greece, famed as a seat of learning-for
poetry, for philosophy, for science and art-and, beyond all other
nations, for her numberless imaginary deities.
F
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As a nation, Greece would have been a great power had the
several countries, cities, and districts of which she was formed
held together as one people. But the various parts set themselves
up as Republics under different laws and modes of governmentone inclining to this philosopher or statesman, and another following that
In Sparta, the laws of Lycurgus were enforced with great strictness. Everything belonged to the State. All her citizens were
equal in the eye of the law : none richer, none poorer than another. They ate and they drank in common. He (Lycurgus)
even did away with the use of money-turning their gold and
silver into iron. Under these laws of Lycurgus, they attempted
to keep all things within themselves, and have no .trade or commercial dealings with other nations. Having the intention ultimately of overrunning all Greece, every male in the community
was trained to arms from early youth ; even young females were
not exempted. They had games introduced into their religious
services, in which the youth of both sexes took part The games
were held in a great circus, the seats of which were formed of
turf, and were occupied by the older citizens. I daresay you
would have thought the tendency of these performances of the
Spartan youth, which took place three or four times a-year, was
somewhat questionable, seeing that both young men and maidens
took part in them almost in a state of nudity. The girls were
set against the boys, and they fought regular battles-the young
man who vanquished his female opponent being entitled to claim
her as his future wife.
When I visited Sparta I was admitted to witness these games.
Addressing an old man, one well advanced in years, and esteemed
as a philosopher, I made an observation as to the hurtful moral
influence that might result from such an exhibition. He said that
was not the case, however much it might appear to be so to a
stranger. The youths of both sexes now struggling in the games,
he continued, would not meet with each other for several seasons,
when the victors of either sex could come forward and claim the
vanquished for their partners; and besides, these females were
accounted in law as the wives of the State! It appeared strange
to me, I said, that they should be reckoned the wives of the State,
and not of the men. But so it was, he replied ; and not only so,
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on the other hand it was quite lawful for a man to lend his wife
to another, and take her back, looking on her as virtuous as if she
had never been parted from him. Those State wives, moreover,
served the State as such, and their children were accounted the
children of the State-kept by the State, and trained by the State,
not as mere citizens, but as warriors. Indeed, their duties as
citizens, according to my aged informant, were very light, for all
work of a laborious nature was executed by the slave class of the
population. The production of the crops, the building of houses,
the making of armour and ships, and almost everything requiring
manual labour, was undertaken by these bondmen ; while the
others-the freemen-gave their whole attention to war and its
exercises.
This was a state of things which I could not approve of; it was
anything but praiseworthy, and showed a debasement in moral
feeling which could not be ascribed to my native land As Persians, we thought a good deal of the art of war._ We liked to see
our soldiers exhibit dashing bravery when called on to defend
their country; but we were far from allowing ourselves to be so
absorbed in warlike pursuits as to be blind to the blessings of
peace. The sword once returned to the scabbard, we returned to
the cultivation of our fields and our trade, and the pursuit of
knowledge, with renewed vigour. But, in my opinion, for a nation
to be in a continual state of preparation for war is a grievous
\\Tong. .To be prosperous, a nation should be in a position to
trade with its neighbours-to exchange its commodities for those
of others. But how could this be under such laws as those of
Sparta? How could females be virtuous under such a system as
that described to me by this Spartan sage or philosopher?
It would be too much for our present sitting to notice Athens
and Corinth, and their deities-Jupiter, Saturn, Neptune, and a
fearful host of others. I must also refer to their altar erected
"To the Unknown God," whom they worshipped in darknessnot knowing his care and love for them. Egypt was, I believe,
far beyond Greece in the knowledge and worship of God ; but
the great drawback in Egypt was their use of hieroglyphs. The
Greeks, on the other hand, had a language excelling all others in
beauty, as seen in their poetry, philosophy, and history. Unfortunately, they gave greater attention to the history of other
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nations than to that of their own country. I was once told by one
of their priests, on noticing this failing on their part, that the gods
bad their history, and that was enough for them.
Could you rtad the Egyptian hkroglyplu 1
It was difficult for even the most learned of the Magi to read
the hieroglyphs of the Egyptians. But I could do so to some
extent. I will give you some of these shortly, as a sample. It is
certainly a beauty in language to be able to give, say a man's life,
in very small space. In the Hebrew the writing is much less than
in Persian or Greek, but these hieroglyphs beat all
Can you It// us anything about/he Book of J'ob, as givm in the
Htlmw &ripturts 1
I have seen the story of Job in the books of the Chaldeans.
It is possible that Moses saw it in these, and being an acute and
learned man, he would very quickly see the benefit that might be
derived from its publication amongst his people.
What was lht Persian doctrine in rtgartllo the Orirt"n of Ez•i/1
The origin of evil is a deep and mysterious subject The
Persian doctrine in reference to it was this-that, before all, the
Great Spirit was self-existent. All things were made by Him, and
all like himself, good and true ; evil could not spring from Him.
Secondly, there was Matter, but it had no action in itself; so that
evil could not be there. Thirdly, what we call Nature, in which
is force, putting forth a force; it was here, according to the Persian
doctrine, where evil originated.
What was lht doctrine /aught by the Magi in regard to the SpiriiWorld1
In their Sacred Books the Persians taught that Spirits existed
before all worlds; that there were three kinds of Spirits-the Immortal, the Genii, and the Mortal; that the Son was the First of
the Immortal Spirits, and was placed over the Spirit world of our
planetary system before taking the human form; that as mankind
had fallen from their allegiance to him, it became him, who was
their Great Lord, to take on himself a mortal body, and endeavour
by his example and precept to draw them back to himself.
The blessing of the High and Holy One, and the peace of our
Great Prince, be upon you!
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~itting.
27th .&bruary, r8;o.

Cmnth: The Temple of Jupiter-Grecian Myths of Primeval Man-Number
of Deities Worshipped in Egypt, Greece, Persia, &c. Atlwu: Primitive
State-A Republic under Jupiter-Solon and his Reformation-Athens
Dependent on other Nations. Qlusli4N: Hieroglyphic Writing-How
and When it was Done-On the ~ize of Egyptian Temples.

HAVING touched upon Sparta and some of its customs and laws,
we will now glance at Corinth and other States of Greece.
When I visited Greece, Corinth was a Republic. It was a
beautiful city, containing the finest specimens of architecture, not
only in its temples and other public buildings, but in its private
dwellings. One of the finest temples was that of Jupiter, with its
twenty stately columns and its gates of brass, richly carved with
various figures and devices. In the centre of the great building
stood the altar of sacrifice, lined with the richest marbles. The
only light was that which came from the dome, so that nothing out·
side could be seen but the sky. As you entered the gateway there
were two statues, representing Truth and Justice, the one on the
right, the other on the left. On the inside of the great dome were
plates of inlaid silver, on which were carved in bas-relief the deeds
of their great heroes. Here, also, might be seen the images of
Jupiter, Apollo, and other gods-each deity holding in his or her
hand a golden plate, on which were written the oracles, so that all
who entered might be able to read the communications received
froru the gods. Strangers entering such a temple as this were awestruck, and could not help bending before some one of the numerous deities whose images stood all round the temple.
Like the Persians and Egyptians, the Corinthians believed in a
time when the inhabitants of Earth were pure and happy-in a
Golden Age, as it has been called-a time when there were no scorching winds to bum up the blooming gardens of Earth, nor fierce, icy
blasts from the north to chill the life-blood of man or beast; when
the hills were covered with vines and fragrant orange groves, and the
valleys were everywhere blooming and delightful gardens; when the
beasts of the field, the fowls of the air, and the finny tribes of the
ocean lived in harmony and peace ;-a time when the gods came
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down and supped with men; when men followed Jupiter as he
drove his blazing car through the heavens; when they spake with
the gods, and the gods with them; when love drew the gods to
the shepherdesses of Earth, and the shepherds of Earth to the
goddesses of Heaven. The Golden Age ! All men have spoken
of it. Persians, Egyptians, and Hebrews had their traditions of
it. It did not last long. The intercourse was close betwixt the
gods and mankind, and men became vain ; they were drunk with
pride, and began to quaff the cup of jealousy. Evil crept into
the once happy abodes of men, and overwhelming woe came upon
them when Jupiter took his flight from Earth. The elements
burst forth in fiery fury, blasting the fair face of nature; the seas
rushed in over all, and chaos reigned, till he in his mercy revoked
the decree. Then began Earth to rise from her watery bed. But
terrible was the change : the smiling valleys and fruit-clad hills
were gone, and in their place stood, gaunt and grim, the rugged
rocks, with volcanoes belching out their molten and pestiferous
streams on the valleys below. Man was doomed to toil and
trouble for ten thousand years, when Jupiter will once more return,
drive off the false gods, and Heaven be again joined to Earth.
Such is a sample of the theology of the Greeks. There are
some truths conveyed in these Grecian myths. But Greece
painted these things in a very high style. Even Homer and Herodotus, however, could not half depict such things ; as for Homer,
it is no wonder: he was but a dramatist for the Greek stage. Their
ideas in regard to man's primitive condition were much the same
as those held by the nations of the East. In Greece anrl Egypt
there were more than two deities worshipped ; in Persia, Syria,
and Chaldea there were but the two. The Persians worshipped
the Father and Son only-not the Daughter. Greece had an innumerable lot of gods-some of them deified heroes, and some,
I believe, mere poetic conceptions, which, in course of time,
coming to be considered realities, were set on a pedestal as gods.
A few words now as to the people of Athens. The Athenians
had been ruled at an early period of their history by kings. As
far as I can remember, there were seven of these-not exactly
kings, that is, rulers administering laws, but rather soldiers, with
nothing of what we call government, as might have been seen in
other countries. The Athenians got tired of that state of things,
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and casting off their kings, they constituted themselves a Republic,
with Jupiter for their supreme ruler. They continued thus for
many centuries, often subjected to broils, caused by the introduc.
tion of new ideas from the philosophers that now and again arose.
But after receiving a regular system of laws from Solon, a great
reformation ensued. Good old Solon left them for ten years, but
took care to leave behind him one whom he deemed able to conduct affairs in his absence, and gave him strict injunctions to keep
from Monarchy. This he promised faithfully to observe, as did
also the Athenians. No sooner, however, was Solon gone than,
by various unworthy acts, he got himself promoted to supreme
authority as king. He was after a while dethroned, and Athens
reverted to her old system.
The Athenians were great builders of ships, and traded with all
the world. At the time I refer to, they had the largest fleet known.
Even in my time they kept up a large fleet of vessels. Their laws
-those which Solon had enacted-were good, but with all their
excellence there was something awanting. They were debtors to
all the kingdoms of the world. They had their art and their
religion from the Egyptians ; their very gods were borrowed from
other nations and set up under different names. Nevertheless,
Athens was a great seat of learning and art in my time-though
with all their fame as centres of learning, Athens and other cities
of Greece became also centres of dissipation, and dangerous to the
youth sent to them.
In rfjlly lo a qutStion rtgarding a number of hkroglyphs wn"tlm on
a card by the Medium that day while in church, he saidIt is the history of one man from infancy to old age.
Will you trans/at~ it1
It would form a volume of itself. It is far too much for us to
undertake at present Simply, it is the life of one of the Pharaohs
of Egypt I got it in one of those buildings in which they buried
their kings.*
• The following is a photo· raised surface block of a drawing from the original.
The Medium, on the Sunday referred to, was sitting in the pew before the one I
sat in-so close to me that I could see anything that was done. The minister
had jw.t begun his discourse, when I observed the Medium in a kind of trance.
He held his Bible in one hand, on which lay the card. He appeared to he
writing or drawing, and continued thus for about half-an·hour, when be put
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.Did yo11 cotllrol llu hand of the mtdium in writing out /lust
Ju(roglypks 1
No; he was in a half trance-that kind when surrounding

objects are shut out ; but had any one touched or spoken to him
he would have been aware of it, though he might have been somewhat startled. The writing was done much in the same way as
when he sketches out a painting under the direction of Ruisdal
or Steen : * he saw the magnetic traces I made on the card, and
the card into his breast pocket, and waked up in his usual quiet manner. On
walking home with him, I asked him to show me the card he had been scribbling on while the sermon was going on. He seemed astonished, and remarked
that he knew nothing about it. But we were both surprised on the card being
produced, when we saw the strange characters that had been pencilled on
it; for, at that time, such productions were very rare. Thf' original card has
been ,,hotographed, and copies may be bad from Mr. Bowman, 65 Jamaica
Street, Glasgow.

• See Ap}l'mDU-Communications from the Spirit Artuts-RIIUtlal's Co1ttrol of tlu Mtdillm.
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followed them. Had there been present a seer, he would have
perceived the lines of light before the medium's pencil passed
over them ; indeed, some might even now see those lines of light
on the card.
Why did yqu use the Maiium in church 1

Because it answered my purpose better. I could not have got
him to sit so long in his normal state; but getting him quiet and
at leisure, I found it easy to use him. There was no harm done
to him.
In rtply to a remark made as to the great siuoj Egyptian temples,
he said-

They were almost all in a ruinous state when I visited Egypt.
It was not time, however, which laid them low, so much as war.
When invaded by foreign. armies .the people flocked to the great
temples, thinking to get shelter there and help from the gods, and
they generally carried their wealth with them. As a matter of
course, when their enemies becan1e aware of this, th~y were all the
more determined in their efforts to subdue them; and thus these
famous structures became the arenas for hot contests followed by
rapine and bloodshed. [.Benediction.]

€btrteentb

~itttng.
Marcil IJtn, r870.

'/)r': Old Tyre-Account of its Fall-Rebuilding of Tyre-The Queen City
of the Waters-Freedom of Trade and Commerce-The Advantages of
Peace-The Religion of the Tyrians-Temple of Venus Described-Their
Trinity-The Story of Adonis and Urania. Qtmtinu: Eastern Trinities
-Grecian Idolatry and Myths-The Gods at War-Neptune Condemned
to Build the Walls of Troy-The Mason-god Strikes for Wages-Hercules
StealiDg Sheep, &c.-Calvinism Repudiated.

I HAVE now something to say in reference to the city or kingdom
of Tyre. But before touching on the religion of the Tyrians, 1
will advert to their character as a community.
Ancient Tyre was destroyed by the Babylonians soo years before the time I am speaking of. The Tyrians were famed over all
the world for their trade and commerce. By fostering commerce
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with all nations, and by their love of peace and industry, while
other countries were lavishing their means on war, Tyre was accumulating immense wealth and resources. Their kings, or governors,
were also superior in many respects to those of other nations;
they looked more to the true interests of the people than the
rulers of my day, or those of days gone by.
About the time of the destruction of Old Tyre, the reigning
king died, and his brother usurped the throne. One of the late
king's ministers, faithful to his trust, fled with the young prince,
the heir to the throne, and left him under the care of a shepherd ; but he was afterwards carried off to Egypt, and there
enslaved The usurper no sooner found himself secure on the
throne than he began to play the tyrant. He shut up the ports,
which had always been free to the ships of every nation ; laid on
heavy taxes on the trade and commerce of the country, and endeavoured by the most oppressive measures to accumulate riches,
insomuch that. the city became a scene of terror to all under his
cruel sway.
The faithful minister already referred to, bent on rescuing his
fellow-citizens from the tyrant, went to Babylon and solicited
the king for an army to levy war against the usurper. The King
of Babylon consented, and the result was, that Tyre was at last
levelled with the ground, the tyrant was slain, and the minister was
set over the Tyrians as king.
The city was rebuilt, not on its former site, but out about half
a mile from the shore, on a small island. It was constructed so
as to form a kind of crescent bay, into which ships from all parts
engaged in merchandise were ever welcome to enter. The city
was beautiful from every point of view. It was, indeed, a joyous,
and, in those days, a heart-cheering scene that presented itself to
the visitor : multitudes from all nations engaged in the busy hum
of trade and commerce in this queen city of the waters ; while
the sun's rays danced on the rippling sea, which engirdled her as
with a belt of molten silver. In the centre of the city stood a
magnificent building, -surrounded by columns, devoted to the use
of the merchants and traders of all countries. In that building
you would hear all the languages of the Earth spoken, by men of
every tint from black to white-all busy disposing of their goods,
and buying other commodities to re-ship for the return voyage.
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Many kings had tried to crush these industrious Tyrians, but
without success. They envied them their wealth, but had not the
wisdom to follow their example. The Tyrian Government not
only welcomed the merchants of all nations to trade with them,
making Tyre by such policy a universal emporium of commerce,
but they fostered the spirit of industry in their own people, ·
on whom the taxes were extremely light By steadily pursuing
this course, immense revenues were acquired by the State. Their
best interests being bound up in a state of peace, they felt little
inclination for war; and although many nations envied their
prosperity, none dared pick a quarrel with them, for they had allies
on every side who, by close alliance with this great mercantile
people, were beginning to prize the advantages of commerce, and
did not, therefore, care to see their peaceful neighbours interrupted in pursuits which benefited themselves.
I have, however, said enough on this subject. I shall now say
something as to the religion of the Tyrians. Like other nations
around them the people of Tyre worshipped by symbols, or
images. Letters had been amongst them for only five or six
hundred years ; and, following the example of others, many of their
religious ideas had been borrowed from the Egyptians. They also,
like them, had their three gods. The great object of worship was
the goddess Venus (or Urania), Adonis, and Belus (the Supreme).
Twice-a-yeai they assembled as mourners in the temple consecrated to Venus, and made lamentation at the tomb of Adonis.
The temple was a magnificent building. In the~centre there was
a splendid dome. A large arch formed the entrance, on one side
of which was a figure of Venus, and on ~he other was another
figure representing Adonis in the agonies of death, the blood
from his wounds running into the river Tamyras and coursing
down to the sea. Within columns of the purest Parian marble
was represented the chariot of the great Belus, while right beneath
stood the altar of Venus, and the image of Venus herself. It was
a beautiful work of art, and presented three different aspects to
the spectator. First, while looking on the image, it had the
appearance of Truth and Virtue ; then, on taking a front view, it
gratified the desires of the unclean heart ; and, again, when looked
at from the other side, it had the aspect of the purest simplicity.
Beneath was the tomb of Adonis, to whom all did homage.
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The Tyrians believed in Belus as the Supreme God, the First
and the Last, Self-existent, Everywhere-present Being the
Creator, from his head sprang Urania, the mother of Adonis;
and these formed their Godhead-Father, Mother, and Son.
When Adonis acquired divine power, he made seven planets, and
in order to people them, he looked on his mother Urania, and
saw a beautiful flower, on which Belus breathed, and it became a
lovely female, whom Adonis called Urania. He took her to
Saturn, 11•here she brought forth gods; and there they lived and
loved a long time. Urania, like woman, wayward and fanciful,
wished to be taken into the presence of Belus. But Adonis would
not consent, as he said it would be destruction; and as Urania
would not listen to him, but refused to submit, he returned to his
father. Getting uneasy, however, in regard to her, he went back
and beseeched her to yield obedience to him; but she fled from
him. Yet still he, Jo,·ed her. But, obstinately and perversely
despising all his earnest solicitations, she was cast into the Sun,
and the seven planets fell with her-the gods that peopled them
becoming demigods; and in their rebellious discontent and pride,
they asserted her supremacy over the Heavens, for which they
were banished into the Moon.
Sadly Adonis followed Urania into exile, and tried to win her
back to her allegiance; for there was still somewhat of the original
glory to be seen in her-but she always fled from him, and would
not hearken to his voice. At last she resolved to reign in Heaven,
and rebelled against Adonis, and for this she was cast down to
Earth. (It was then that what certain Grecian poets called the
Golden Age existed-the gods who fell with Urania having become
enamoured with the daughters of men.) But Adonis, still loth to
give her up, followed her to Earth, and, as a youth in mortal form,
courted her anew; but when she perceived him in his true character, she drove him off, and would not stay with him. The
forsaken Adonis again returned to his father. The other gods,
looking down on Urania, and perceiving that she was acquiring
power over the Earth, and still soaring in her pride towards
Heaven, murmured, and war in Heaven seemed likely to be the
result. Adonis, afraid lest Belus should sweep her away into
annihilation, fell at his feet, and cried-" Do what thou wilt, but
spare her. Give her a mortal body, or cast her into the darkest
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abode-do all this, but spare her, and I, even I, will yet redeem
her!" Then forth went the fiat. Heaven's arches rang. All became
chaos. The bright ones whom Adonis had made had fallenfallen to Ml'th, and Earth became a desert; but notwithstanding
all this, Urania was not affected: indeed, she seemed to get
worse. Her children made monsters to destroy mankind Cities
and temples were erected, and the blood flowing from the sacrifices on her altars ran in streams.
Amid all this rebellion, wretchedness, and desolation, Adonis
did not abandon her; but once more, in human form, he came
back to Earth, which had been ravaged to provide animals to
offer in sacrifice to Urania. It was then she was called Venus.
In his efforts to destroy the monsters created by her, Adonis fell
wounded. She threw him into a deep trance, on awaking from
which, and finding himself by her side, he implored her to come
back. But no; she obstinately closed her eyes, and would not
look on Adonis. Stung to the quick, he cried out-" 0 look
upon me whom thou hast despised! Behold what thou hast cost
me I Be thou thine own judge of that which thou dost merit.
All these monsters have I slain, and now beside thee I die.
Think of the Son of Belus dying of wounds from the monsters
created by thee." Gradually he sank, while the crimson tide of
blood flowed from his cruel wounds; but before he passed away,
he said-" I leave thee for Hell, wherein are now confined the
gods that fell with thee-but I go there to release them. Thou
shalt see me yet again."
As the Divine breath went out of the mortal body, Venus went
into a trance. On the third day thereafter, lo! Adonis appeared
in the air, surrounded by the gods he had released from Hell.
Addressing Venus, he said-" I see thou art beginning to be
penitent for thy wayward course. But thou must suffer; sickness
and death shall fall upon thee. Three times thou must die.
Banished to the Moon, there thou must undergo suffering; but I
will be near thee. Then to the Sun shalt thou go; and then to
the heavenly planet, where once thou didst live in happiness; there
wilt thou abide till fit to enter into the presence of the Great Bel us.
Then shall we return together to Earth to renew the Golden Age."
And so ends the religious ideas, or theology, of the ancient
Tyrians.
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in answer lo questions, ht said:Yes; they had all a notion of a Trinity-father, mother, and
son, and yet God in the three. Some of these nations added a
fourth-the Devil Here (inTyre) Urania was accounted as the
Evil One. The Hebrews had their Adam and Eve. In fact,
they were all very much alike in these things,-yet the Hebrews
may be said to be purer in their conceptions, although borrowing
also from others. Moses was truly a wise man. He had learned
much, and transferred much, from Egypt; and while sojourning
in Midian, he would doubtless acquire knowledge on various
subjects; but it is almost certain that he got a purer idea of some
things from Persian sources.
The Grecians blamed the Egyptians for image worship; but
they themselves were indebted to Egypt for much of their theology; only, being more poetical, they clothed their gods in a
corresponding dress. For instance, they had Saturn (Jupiter
Saturn), Neptune, and many others-all brothers. Jupiter specially reigned over Heaven and Earth, while Neptune's authority was
confined to the seas. He and the others became jealous, or
envious, oi Jupiter; and Neptune wished possession of land as
well as water, and in his godlike way, went to war against Jupiter.
But Jupiter was victorious. Not being able, however, to imprison,
banish, or slay a god (being divine in his nature), Jupiter condemned Neptune to build the walls of Troy. Neptune set to
work, and laboured patiently for a while; but considering that he
was entitled to wages, he asked the King of Troy to pay him foe
his work. The King being somewhat miserly in his disposition,
refused. Neptuqe thereupon appealed to Jupiter, who decided
that although Neptune had been condemned to erect the walls,
yet the King of Troy had no right to withhold the price of the
labour. But Troy still refused. So Neptune, determined to have
the better of him, consulted with his friends. The consequence
was, that Neptune deluged Troy with water, and Saturn sent hot
breezes, and between the two the parsimonious King of Troy had
to pay sweetly for Neptune's labour as an architect.
Such is a specimen of the myths of these Grecians. Troy
itself was but a myth. They had a host of stories connected with
their gods ; for example, Hercules, when only three hours born,
gave Cupid a thrashing, and the upshot was, that there was no
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manifestation of love for a whole year! This Hercules, though he
could slay a lion, and do many wondrous deeds, thought it not
beneath his dignity to steal horses, sheep, and cows. Strange
work this for a god !
Was /lure anything like this laugh/ in aJzdenllimes: Thai God,
for his 01l'11 pleasure and glory, did, frgm all eternity, choose
one portion (and /hal a very small number) of men for
Heaven, and desh"ned the resllo never-ending misery in Hell,
a11d that irresptdive of anything ®ne by them, whellztr good
or evi/1 That i's the beli4 of a great number of llze Christian
Churches of llze present day.
If your Christians believe that, they are worse than the idolaters
of my time, or any time; for even in the theology of Tyre, you
will see that their Adonis (the Christ) teaches that all will ultimately be rescued from sin and misery.
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Pyramid-Ararat-Tower of Babel. Question: Abraham and the Three
Angels-The Ambassador of the Great Spirit.

T~NIGHT, instead of taking up Rome, which I will notice further
on, I will speak of the Hebrews, whose religious history and worship you are doubtless as well acquainted with as I am. I will,
therefore, only refer to those points which are common alike to
the Hebrews and to all other nations.
It is very evident that Moses, in addition to the doctrines
handed down from father to son (for Abraham sprang from ourselves), received much of the knowledge which he imparted to his
followers from the Egyptians, not only as regards theology, but
spmt communion. In the account which he gives of Creation,
he places man in a garden-the Garden of Eden, which he says.
was in Palestine. The Persians, again, in their records, say it
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was near to the Straits of Babelmandeb, bordering on the Red
Sea. Indeed, in that quarter there is a small tract called Eden,
supposed by many to be the original Paradise.
Moses gives but a short time for man on the Earth ;-other
records give a more lengthened period; but it beats all history to
tell when man first came. There certainly was a time; but I am
sure it never has been exactly known either in the Spirit World or
in the earthly state.
"The Golden Age" of the Greeks was meant by them to represent man's primeval state; and in this they have the whole world
inhabited. But both Hebrews and Persians agree in limiting
man's innocent state to a single pair-man and woman. In the
Hebrew record, man was first made, and from him woman was
taken; and through woman came the Fall, or evil The Grecians
had somewhat of this idea too. But the Hebrews had some very
ridiculous notions with regard to the Fall. They introduce a
serpent, to tempt the woman to eat of the fruit of a tree called
" The Tree of the knowledge of Good and Evil," and that, being
persuaded, the first pair ate thereof and fell. The Greeks, on the
other hand, said that, by the mixture of gods and men, producing
pride, man was drawn down from his happy state-that is, that
pride was the cause. Had Moses looked a little into it, he might
have seen that this was a likelier cause for man's fall than the eating of fruit. This garden of Moses, too, was very limited in its
dimensions. How, supposing that man had not fallen, it could
ever be made capable of containing the multitudes of mankind, I
cannot imagine. Perhaps it might, by some means or other, grow
larger as men increased in numbers! The Hebrew account would
lead you to think that all outside this favoured spot brought forth
only evil. But, no; I believe the whole earth was a fit and beautiful habitation for man, when the Creator finished his work and
pronounced it good. Over all the Earth, then as now, there were
the same beautiful valleys-the same rolling rivers and murmuring
rivulets-the same mountains and seas-lifting up their voice in
praise to the Great God who made them all But man, alas ! fell
by his pride ; and the beauties of the lovely earth were, because
of his perversity, unseen by him. But the real "Golden Age"
shall yet come round again, and all with one harmonious voice
shall ascribe honour and glory to the Highest.
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If you inquire of all languages and philosophies under the
sun, you will find that every one has its own picture of C1'eation,
and idea as to the origin of.man; so that I put as little faith in
one account as another. It is unknown to man, and will remain
so. We know this: that the Great Creator placed man pure on
the earth. How he fell from that pure state it is impossible to
say. But, as far as we can see, pride was the cause. He vainly
imagined he was a lord, instead of acknowledging his entire dependence on Him who sustained him.
Moses in his account does not say how long the happy state of
the first pair lasted-whether for a year or for ages. He says, in
the day they ate of the forbidden fruit they would die; but they
did 1WI die : they lived, and brought forth children and peopled
the Earth. In my day, the Hebrews taught that death came by
Eve. But death must have been rampant amongst animals before
Adam's fall; for many of these animals lived, as they now do, by
devouring one another. What was Dian's body,-il was not the
man I Admit that his body could never die, how could the Earth
have contained the mighty and ever-increasing mass of humanity ?
In Persia, in regard to the fall of man, we (the Magzj taught,
that had he not fallen, he would still have passed away, not in
pain and suffering, but, in a trance-like state-he would have
slipped off towards the spirit condition, hardly knowing he had
ever such a thing as a body.
Poor Adam and Eve, in breaking the laws of the Great Omus,
were severely chastened according to Moses. It was a strange
thing, too, that they should be driven away by two heavenly beings
-who visit us with such love-driven out as if they were beasts
and not the immortal children of the Great Father.
Whether the Hebrews, the Persians, or the Egyptians be right
in their accounts of the fall of man from innocency it matters not
-man has fallen, and sorely has he been punished for the fall ;
for if the death of the body did not take place, he was driven out
of his high and holy condition. He goes out into the world, and
he looks at things in a new way ; his eyes are opened. But the
most beautiful spots of earth become scenes of desolation and
vileness, and this because of his evil nature. Look at the islands
of the Persian Gulf: heavenly in their beauty, but the habitation
of men of the vilest character-thieves and murderers.
G
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Moses is very careful in his book. Step by step he gives his
genealogy up to the Flood in a certain line; but there are fearful
gaps m ll too. He preserves one family, and the rest of mankind
are overwhelmed in the waters. It must have been but a partial
flood, and might have been caused by an overflow of inland waters.
In the Caspian Sea, ruins of buildings were observed beneath the
water, and these were supposed by the Magi to have been an
olden city overwhelmed in a long-past convulsion of the Earth.
But, taking the account of Moses, there was indeed nothing to be
gained by a total flood ; for, according to that account, only a
small portion of the Earth was inhabited by man. Then, why
destroy the whole?
We (the Persians) could not accept the Hebrew record of the
Flood, for the object could be attained by a mere subsidence of
that portion of the Earth which, according to that record, was said
to be inhabited. Was it at all likely that the Great and Wise and
Good God would, in such a case, destroy the whole natural
world?
Then Moses speaks of Noah and his family being saved by the
building of a ship, or ark, which was ordered to be constructed
by the Great Spirit Is it possible to believe that the men of the
time knew nothing of ships? And if they had ships, what became
of them when so much needed? But the Hebrew record leads
you to believe that this was the first ·and only ship in the world!
Then, as to the animals taken into the ark : we are told that a pair
of each kind was taken in. Why, according to the measurements
of the ark, given in the Hebrew record, it was not capable of
holding the half of the animals of even Lesser Asia. But, granting
that a pair of all the animals that existed on the surface of the
Earth was taken in, what became of the fishes ?-what provision
did Noah make for them? We read of none. For, if the water
of the flood was salt, fresh-water fishes could not exist in it; and
if fresh, then the salt-water fishes would die. Then, again, there
would be no shallow places left in which certain fishes could
lay their spawn. Many plants, also, although able to exist for a
short time under water, would, by the continued action of the salt,
be at length destroyed. In fact, all would have died-the seeds
Of plants, also; there would have been nothing left. A new
creation, in such a case, would have been necessary-unless, in
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deed, he that built the ark or ship got hold of all the seeds of all
the plants in the world ; but that is rather doubtfuL
Moses evidently got many of his ideas from the Egyptians. He
knew their mythology, and by the help of friendly spirits, he gave
the account of the Flood in a form suitable to his Hebrew
brethren. It is a fair and bright picture, I must say ; and he
would have a very hard task to produce it out of so many strange
and absurd traditions. But I think he is also wrong in regard to the
time of man's existence on earth. · The Egyptian Pyramids were
very ancient buildings in my day. The Shepherd Kings had
4000 years before my time conquered Egypt by magic, or spiritpower, and kept possession for hundreds of years; and it was the
last of that dynasty that had reared the Great Pyramid, and also
built Salem-though some writers before me endeavour to make
out Melchisedek to be a descendant of one of the last of these
Shepherd Kings.
We are also told by Moses that this ark of Noah's, carrying so
much precious life, floated over the waters ; and when at length
they subsided, the vessel rested on the top of Ararat, which is a
great mountain near the Red Sea. But supposing it possible
for the ark to have rested there, the question has to be answered,
How did they contrive to get down? In my day it was never
known to have been climbed by any one. The very wild goats
found it impossible to traverse its rugged sides. And there, on
these needle-pointed rocks which formed the top of Ararat, the
ark rested !* How they all got down must, I suppose, remain a
mystery. But, according to the Hebrew record, down they did
get, and were quickly planted in Chaldea, where shortly after they
are found building a city. Had I been Moses I would have laid
the scene of such a work in Upper Egypt, for there building
materials were easier got at than in Babylonia. They are next
spoken of as builders of the Tower of Babel, now in ruins. But
we know that that tower was raised by a Chaldean king for the
• At revisal be was asked iC the medium had not given a wrong name to the
mountain referred to, as the only one known at present by that name-Ararat
-was hundreds of miles to the north-east? He said the name was rightly
applied to the mountain mentioned by him. Such mistakes, he said, were
easily accounted for in the translations of the original records from one language
to another.
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study of the stars, observations not being so easily made from the
fiat plain below. And then we are told that it was while building
this tower that their language was confounded, and they were sent
adrift over the wide world This was very hard treatment, when
we consider that those who were subjected to it must have been,
according to the same Hebrew record, closely bound together by
inter-marriages. How some of them should get so soon black,
and others remain white after this dispersion, it is hard to tell
In r~y lo a tp«Siion, Ae saidThe three men you speak of who appeared to Abraham were
the spirits of men who had lived on the Earth. They assumed
their old appearance as men, and used the meat set before them,
and had their ieet washed : all that could be done, and much
more, with such bodies as they had for the time being. On cer·
tain rare occasions the heavenly messenger was the Prince himself;
for he who gave the law to Moses on Sinai was the same that
came in due time to these Hebrews-who lived amongst them,
but who was despised and crucified by them-he whom I had
known from his childhood, whom I had cared for, whom I followed, and for whom I suffered and died. He it was who stood
as the Ambassador of the Great Spirit on the mountain while it
burned with sacred fire, and gave forth his laws or commandments
to Moses. In some other portions of the Hebrew writings, he is
spoken of as the Angel of the Lord · [ BnwiidWn.]
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THE point we last touched on was the account given by the
prophet of the building of the Towe< of Bobel It ;,
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said that the descendants of Noah had settled down as dwellers
in one· spot of country ; and that, becoming great, being a united
people, and all speaking in the same tongue, they thought to
prolong their greatness by the erection of a tower that would
reach to Heaven, and to this work they set themselves; but while
so engaged, it is said, God came down and confounded their
speech, and so scattered them abroad. We have no record of
such a building as that referred to by Moses. There was a tower
in the City of Babylon (which, till the time of Nebuchadnezzar,
was but a small city and of no great standing), but this tower was
erected long after the time referred to by Moses. Indeed, it is
said to have been built about the time that that great monarch
constructed his celebrated hanging gardens, and that for the
purpose of getting a better view of the stars and planets than
could be got from the level plain below.
But diversity of language was not the only change that had to
be made on the sons of Noah: they required to be changed also
in form, feature, and colour. But we know that even then there
were the same differences to be observed in mankind as there
were in tnY day, and, doubtless, as there are in yours. Rome, in
my day, had brought together men from all quarters of the earth,
all displaying diversity in form and colour; but no amount of
transplanting could change the jet-black Ethiopian to the colour
of the man of the north.
Once more, in the matter of the Flood: if Moses is correct in
his statement of its extent, then the records of other nations are
far wrong ; for Persia and Egypt both give dates further back
than that assigned to it, for the erection of some of their great
buildings, such as the Pyramids. He may be, however, to some
extent right Lower Asia may have been overwhelmed by water;
but, assuredly, at the date given, there were nations flourishing
who were not visited by any such calamity.
Then we have the interesting account of Abraham leaving
Chaldea, and wandering about for a time, during which he
visited Egypt Afterwards we have the history of his children,
and their long servitude in Egypt; the birth of Moses, and his
escape from the doom of the Hebrew infants, and how he was
brought up as an Egyptian prince, and taught in all the wisdom
of that famous nation. It was doubtless from this source that he
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got many of those ideas of the creation given in his opening book,
and set down in a much clearer way than can be found in other
and older records. In his long sojourn with Jethro, too, he
would gain lessons in judgment, to qualify him for his future
eminent career as a law-giver and ruler.
The Hebrews were specially favoured as a nation. Many and
wonderful were the evidences of this, from the time that Moses
demanded the freedom of his people to the crossing of the Red
Sea, which, though denied by many, I believe to be as the
Hebrew writer has recorded it. They were led by the Angel
who had already done so much for them. Pharaoh might have
known the power of that Spirit. But, heedless of the warnings of
the Egyptian priests, and listening to the counsels of a bad Spirit
whom he consulted, he followed after the Hebrews and perished.
The account given by Moses of the plagues inflicted on the
Egyptians is verified in the tablet records placed in their temples.
The history of the king who thus perished, like that of others, is
inscribed on their tablets. The Egyptians were in the habit of
giving all the good points in the history, but on coming to a bad
point a blank was left. So, in the case of this Pharaoh, we have
his interview with Moses stated, and other things relating to the
Hebrews, but not a word as to plagues, only the blanks here and
there ; and even his destruction in the Red Sea is marked by the
significant blank.
I need hardly tell you how the Hebrews were led day and night
by the Angel, after their escape from Egypt and deliverance from
the pursuing chariots of Pharaoh,-of their murmurings against
J ehovah,-how they rebelled so often, and forgot Him who had
blessed them beyond other nations; neither need I speak of
their laws and ceremonies and sacrifices, of which none had so
many different kinds as the Jews, concerning all which you are
likely to be well informed. The history given by Moses brings
them into the land promised to their forefathers, in which they
settled down. But they were frequently tormented by invasion
from without, and discontent and turmoil within. Sometimes
they would give themselves to the worship of idols, and then turn
once more to the true God. Had they been true to themselves
and to the God who had done so much for them, they might
have established the most powerful kingdom of the world But
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falling into dissensions, they became weak. Whenever a nation
gets into differences and animosities in the matter of religion, the
people begm to lose confidence in each other, and the result is
weakness and, finally, national ruin.
The Hebrews went on in their course of mingled obedience
to God and rebellion against Him-killing their seers whenever
they prophesied as to the results of their evil deeds. Instead of
listening to the reproofs of their holy men, they turned a deaf ear
to them. It was not so with less privileged nations around them;
the prophets of these nations might suffer some opposition and
persecution on the introduction of new doctrines ; but, in the
long-run, they were honoured by their fellow-countrymen, and
after death some were even deified. How different the conduct
of the Jews ! They preserved with the most scrupulous care the
writings of their prophets, but the men themselves were despised
and cast out as evil-doers.
The Hebrews often suffered chastisement at the hands of the
nations around, but with little lasting benefit. At last, their God
(and our God also, but under a different name,) raised up one to
scourge them-N ebuchadnezzar, the BabyloDian, who invaded
the country of the Hebrews, and overthrew the great and beautiful temple-the glory of the land-built by their wise king,
Solomon. Not only did the Babylonian destroy the sacred
edifice, but he carried off the sacred vessels dedicated. to the
service of God; and laid the walls of Jerusalem, the holy city,
level with the ground, carrying away thousands of its inhabitants
into captivity.
All this was foretold by one of their own prophets many years
before; and not only this, he predicted the appearance of one
who would set these captives free. That one was not a Babylonian, but a Persian, a follower of Zoroaster, one who trusted in
God-one who would not only chastise Babylon, but all the surrounding nations. After the Hebrews had suffered bondage for
many years, Cyrus Turpus becomes the Chosen of God to give
liberty to the captives, and to rebuild their ruined temple. It was
Persia that reared again that temple to the God of the Hebrews.
After the capture of Babylon by Cyrus, Persia rose to a great
height of power, retaining her position until the time of Alexander
the Great, who took from her all that she had gained.
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But although Cyrus spared no means to replace the Jews and
restore their temple, they still showed the same weakness that
had characterised them before their captivity; they were continually quarrelling and disputing, till at length they fell before
the Roman power.
There are many things unrecorded in your sacred books that
might have been noticed, but I need not allude to them now. I
must get back to Persia, and will afterwards say something on
Palestine. Meanwhile, I shall say a little about Babylon.
The Babylonians, with all their knowledge of the heavenly
bodies, were very superstitious in their religious worship. They
had their soothsayers, astrologers, and priests. It is said they
foretold many wonderful things, but it is doubtful if they got
their information from the study of the stars. They were great
astrologers-far excelling in this even the Egyptians, who were
famed for their knowledge of the heavenly bodies. Esteemed as
great calculators of the planetary movements, comets, &c., these
Babylonian astrologers acquired considerable credit for wonderworking amongst the people. But they could not tell the dream,
nor give the interpretation, recorded in the Book of Daniel; that
came from a different source. I am inclined to believe, however,
that they received more information from the spirits of the departed than from the stars.
The .worship of the Babylonians was greatly changed for the
better at the period I am referring to. They had departed from
the true worship from Abraham's time, and had continued their
idolatrous practices till Nebuchadnezzar's reign, when the captive Jews became the means, to some extent, of introducing truer
ideas of God; and as several of these captives, in course of time,
became governors of provinces, the propagation of Jewish doctrines received considerable encouragement; while the subsequent
conquests of Darius ( Hyslaspes) and Cyrus still further aided in
the change.
Nebuchadnezzar, who was raised up by God, was gifted with
rare talents for art and architecture ; and he devoted much of his
time and wealth to the erection of noble and magnificent buildings; for even in my day their ruins were beautiful. But pride
brought him down. God made the proud king feel how dependent
he was. There is no mistake about him being made to herd with
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the beasts, as recorded by Daniel the Hebrew. The Persians
have a similar account in their records.
Cyrus, the great Persian king, when but a youth, had been
betrothed to the daughter of Nebuchadnezzar. At a very early
age he showed great ability, and . was highly esteemed for virtue.
Indeed, his fame was acknowledged in Egypt, Greece, and elsewhere, and their sacred books contained prophecies of his career.
In the Hebrew prophecies of Isaiah, I think it is said of him-" I
shall raise me up a servant who shall set my people free, and unto
him shall I give all the kingdoms of the earth." When still a
youth he met with Zoroaster,* who taught him the true religion,
and gave him a knowledge of the true God These lessons
evidently formed the foundation of his character as a virtuous
man. His grandfather (Aslraerumes), by the mother's side,
thought that by getting him to visit his court, he might make
some impression on him in favour of Sabeism, but he failed.
Living under the influence of the great Zoroaster, Cyrus was
enabled t~ resist the libertinism fast creeping into Persia. But
his virtuous behaviour ~ited the malevolence of his cousins, and
this was shown in their attempt to kill a good young man (an
Egyptian, I think), a bosom friend of Cyrus, and one, like himself, who feared God.
It is said, that when a mere stripling, Cyrus, on one occasion,
led a wing of his grandfather's army ; and it was asserted that he
was just put there to be got rid of. Be that as it may, but for
Cyrus the Medes would most assuredly have been defeated His
sound judgment perceived a good position for entrapping the
enemy; the plan he adopted succeeded, and quickly marching
against a wing of the foe, he totally overthrew them, and by this
brilliant achievement a complete rout of the army ensued; so that
young Cyrus gained still more favour amongst the Medes.
There was a princess residing for a time at the Court of Media,
whom the king designed for a wife to one of his sons, by which
means he should, as he imagined, acquire her kingdom. But
• At revisal, in reply to a question, be said there had been three persons
who bore the name. The first was only known in Persia from tradition-in
fact, a somewhat mythical personage. The second of the name be bad for·
merly spoken oC (Siltinc VII.), and he lived about 100 years before the time
of M01e1. The third was the instructor of Cyrus.
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Cyrus loved her, and became the successful suitor. She was a
great and good woman, and strengthened and encouraged Cyrus
in his virtuous course, and was much loved by his mother. But
ere he attained the throne of Persia she was taken away from his
mortal sight. Before leaving she told him she meant ever to watch
over him in spirit. He never married again. But this step of
Cyrus did not tally with the designs of his cousins. He went to
Babylon to see the princess to whom he had been betrothed, and
candidly told her how he was placed-that he loved another. She
told him not to disturb himself on her account-that she, too,
had, notwithstanding the betrothal, set her affections on another,
and that she had broken her vow first, so that no more, so far as
they were concerned, need be said about it.
It was shortly after this that Nebuchadnezzar got to be so puffed
up with pride and vanity that he sought to be worshipped as a
god. But the High and the Holy One brought him to the dust.
Our Persian records confirm the statement made by the Hebrew
prophet, and tell us that at the time stated by Danie.I, the king
descended from his throne, and waited ~he hour when his reason
departed from him ; and flying to the wilds, he there companioned
with the beasts, till he became, by the growth of hair on his body,
more like a monster than a human being. But, during all these
seven years of misery, at the recurrence of the first day of the
week, the banished man recovered his reason, when he came
down to the river side and washed himself; after which he would
sit down and, raising his eyes to heaven, adore the Great God,
lamenting his condition, but acknowledging the justice of his
punishment. On one occasion, it is said, Cyrus visited him. The
poor desolate king knew him, and Cyrus afterwards said that he
had never spent a more profitable day than that on which he
visited Nebuchadnezzar in his miserable condition, and that he
never in after years forgot the lesson then given him that he was
but a man dependent on his Maker.
Persia, at the time I am speaking of, was subject as a-tributary
to Media, and not so formidable in war as she afterwards became ;
and Cyrus, ever manifesting an uncommon ability in all that he
took up, began to train and discipline effectively the soldiers of
Persia, with so much success, indeed, that Cambyses, his father,
began to think of shaking off the yoke of Media. The growing

Digitized by

Coogle

THE ARCHMAGUs-SIXTEENTH SITTING.

91

influence of the Prince over the minds of the people was looked
upon with jealousy by the king's chief adviser ; and being unable
to overcome that influence, he tried to sell his country ·to the
Medes. Ultimately the King of Persia refused to pay further
tribute to Media, and war was proclaimed by the latter. The
King of Media (the grandfather of Cyrus) musfered a powerful
army, and that speedily, as the Medes had a standing army;
while Persia, having been long at rest, had some difficulty in meeting the enemy with equal force. Cyrus, however, was resolved to
try ; and, collecting his forces, marched out against his grandfather
and his two uncles.
The Medes were in three divisions, and when on the borders of
Persia, they endeavoured to gain an advantage by securing a
certain pass. But Cyrus, who was unequalled for sagacity, perceived the importance of the position, and in the darkness of the
night got possession of it. On the rising of the sun the Persian
army was seen, formed as a crescent or half moon. Cyrus himself commanded the centre, so that he might guard the important
pass. The Medes, blind to the real strength of the Persians,
looked on them as an undisciplined mass, and few in numbers ;
and calculated. on scattering them at the first onset. This was a
wrong idea. Cyrus knew better. As the sun rose the Medes
advanced to the attack ; while the young commander of the Persians, undaunted by their approach, made ready to receive them,
well knowing that many a brave warrior would, ere the going
down of the sun, be stretched on the field, cold and clay-like;
and that the silvery light of the moon would fall on the up-turned
faces of thousands slain in the fight, and make them still colder
like in their death-sleep. The Persians bent down in reverent
adoration of God. The Medes on perceiving this movement,
imagined they were afraid, and sought for mercy ! No, they
asked the blessing of God on themselves and on their young
leader. Down rushed the furious hosts of the Medes ; but the
Persians kept on their knees until the enemy were within bowshot, when they started to their feet, and Cyrus sounded the
retreat. The Medes thought that the Persians had fled. But
no ; Cyrus retired with the centre to the pass already referred to,
while the Medes, deceived by the movement, followed hard after
in pursuit. Then the young leader sounded a second time, and
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the right and left wings of the crescent-formed army closed in resolutely upon their entrapped enemies. The slaughter that ensued
became dreadful, and all the more so when it is considered bow
near akin the combatants were to each other. But that day
Media was bent low before the rising conqueror, who generously
allowed the beaten foe to retire to their own territory~nly claiming that from that time henceforth no tribute money should be
paid to the Medes.
I can go no further with my medium to-night.
The blessing of the Great God be for ever upon yo\L

~irteentb

~itting.
April I2111, r870.

Haled Corrects the Hebrew Record-Conquests of Cyrus-How Babylon was
Taken-How Cyrus Governed Subjugated Nations-He Liberates the
Captive Jews and Rebuilds their Temple-Cambrses-:Egyptian Temples
Destroyed-Darius the Mede-Another Correchon-Belshauar's Revolt
-Downfall of Great Babylon-Chid Provinces of Pe{Sia Governed by
Hebrews.

IN my remarks on Babylon, I might have noticed the evident
mistake in the Hebrew account of the taking of Babylon by
Darius. The confusion cannot be ascribed to Daniel, for he knew
better. According to the Hebrew book Darius is made to precede Cyrus. This is wrong. Babylon was the last of the conquests made by Cyrus the Great. He had previously conquered
I I 7 countries, which he called provinces.
After his return from
India, the Assyrians submitted to him. The only exception was
Babylon, the ruler of which at the time was the son of Nebuchadnezzar. Cyrus, as I have said before, respected him. But a
quarrel arose between Persia and Babylon, and the result was that
Cyrus laid siege to the great City. He bad overcome all opposition outside the city; but, Babylon depending on her fortified
walls, which were of immense proportions, he resolved on subduing it, without which Babylonia could not be said to be conquered. And this is the way he did it :-The river Euphrates
running through the city, was, by the direction of Cyrus, diverted
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into a new channel, by which its usual course was left dry, and
the conqueror with his hosts entered in by the way of the dried-up
course, and took possession.
Now, it was the custom of the Persians-especially under
Cyrus, in fact long before his time-when a nation was subdued
by them, not to dethrone the king or ruler, but to make him
swear fealty to the Persians as a tributary; and, of course, if such
a king or ruler rebelled, he was dethroned. So, when Cyrus took
Babylon in the way I have stated, he did not, according to our
historians, shed a drop of blood; but the laws of the Medes and
Persians were at once introduced, as they had been in the case of
all the other provinces of the great empire.
After the subjugation of Babylon, Cyrus gave the Hebrews
liberty to return to their own land; and not only so, he gave them
plans, which he had procured, for the re-building of the Temple
at Jerusalem. He even furnished them with the materials necessary for its erection. The very stones and pillars were numbered.
The plans or drawings of the First Temple had been got through
David the Hebrew King; but Cyrus the Persian was chosen to
give the plans of the Second. He also gave them back the vessels
of the Temple which had been carried away seventy years before.
But, notwithstanding the liberty granted to the Jewish captives to
return to their own land, numbers of them chose to remain.
Cyrus lived three or four years aftet; the conquest of Babylon.
His son, Arari111Qt1S, or Cambyses, who succeeded him, added
other two provinces to the empire, making in all 120. Like his
father, he was a pious, God-fearing king. Egypt was at this time
one of the provinces of Persia, having been acquired by Cyrus,
who did not even attack it. But his son overthrew some of the
great Egyptian temples, the ruins of which were to be seen in my
day. 'Phe only one he was permitted to enter was the Temple of
Vulcan. It is said that the priests wanting to astonish the Persian
Monarch by the grandeur of their worship, took him to the God
-their true God; but so insignificant and grotesque was the
representation in the eyes of Cambyses that he could not help
laughing at their conception of the true God, and forthwith took
the opportunity of setting the claims of the Great God of Heaven
and Earth before them. He reigned but a short period, and left
no issue.
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Cambyses was succeeded by Darius, the son of one of the
Ministers of the Great Cyrus, and a Mede by birth. Hence he is
called Darius the Mede in the Hebrew records. Indeed, both
Cyrus and Darius may be said t9 have been Medes through the
mother. On the accession of Darius to tlie throne of Persia, the
Babylonians revolted under ·the leadership of Belshazzar, the
grandson of Nebuchadnezzar, on learning which Darius resolved
to punish him; and he did so. Here, again, there is some confusion to be observed in the account given by the Hebrew records.
Cyrus, as I have said, had ordered that all the holy vessels of the
Temple should be returned to Jerusalem; but it is evident anumber of these must have been retained and concealed in the palace;
for we are told that Belshazzar took these vessels and blasphemed
in his use of them at his drunken revels. The night on which he
sacrilegiously used the holy vessels, Darius entered into the Great
Babylon. According to our history, he slew Belshazzar with his
own hand. Thousands fell beneath the sword of Darius and his
warriors. The city was ravaged, and the celebrated gardens were
destroyed.
Such was the downfall of Babylon. It drooped from that day
till it became an utter desolation. Then it was that Darius
assisted the remaining Jews to march back to their own land; and
careful was he to see that his orders should be carried out-furnishing them, at the same time, with money, wood, gold, and
.precious stones, for the adornment of their temple.
From Cyrus to Darius the chief provinces of the Persian empire
were governed by Hebrew rulers: fdr at the several tributary
courts, they acted as the representatives of the King of Persia.
Daniel occupied this position in Babylon; there was one in
Egypt, and even in Peka in China. Xerxes, the son of Darius,
•
succeeded his father on the throne of Persia.
I can say no more to-night. The condition of the medium is
such that it would be very wrong in me, and hurtful to him, to
use him farther.
May the Angels of the Highest protect you, and direct you in
all your ways!
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IJin May, r870.
The Idolatry of Rome-The Persian Empire-Reftections-Message of The
Spirit of the Flame-Hafed and Two of the Brethren sent to Judea" Where shall we Find the Holy Babe?"-The "Guiding Star"-The
"Gifts" of the Spirit-Physical Effect of Spirit Communion.
WHEN last we met I told you something of Babylon. Had time
permitted I might have spoken of Rome, but must leave that till
another opportunity. Meanwhile, I may say that the Romans,
like the Greeks, had their idol worship ; but there were greater
diversities in their mode of worship than that which characterised
other nations where idolatry prevailed. Their worship of Bacchus
was of the most disgraceful character. Priests and devotees alike
gave themselves up to the grossest drunkenness and obscene
debauchery: frequently, in a state of nudity, dancing and singing
to Bacchus. But, with all her faults, the world has been greatly
indebted to Rome ; for wherever she extended her sway amongst
barbarous nations, she invariably introduced her wise civil laws.
I must now return to Persia and my personal history.
From the time of Cyrus, Persia prospered for about a hundred
years. During his reign one hundred and forty crowned heads
bent the knee to him. His sway extended to Northern Tartary,
to China, Mongolia, to Lower Asia, and Africa. But like other
great empires, the power of Persia soon began to wane. A king
arose whose armies overran the countries which owned the Persian
sway. Still, it may fairly be said, Persia was never wholly conquered Even the Great Alexander found it no easy matter ; and
from his day up till my time, there were many arduous struggles
with the Arabs, the Romans, and the Syrians. Though often hard
pressed, we battled on, and withstood them when others fell. I
perceive that, even now while I am speaking to you, Persia has still
a government; though her children (all but a faithful few) have
given up the ancient "fire-worship," as it is called, in exchange
for an inferior faith ; for, with all its deficiencies, the ancient
religion of Persia brought the worshippers to realise, in a good
measure, the holiness, goodness, and power of the Great Father.

Digitized by

Coogle

HAFED PRINCE OF PERSIA.

As a religious teacher, as I have said before, I knew-I made
it my study to know-much of the ways and worship of the
nations around. Ours was no man-made system. Our wise men,
the Magi, received the messages from the altar of the Living
Spirit ; they sought to know the will of the Most High God, and
as they received the response from the Altar of Sacred Fire, they
gave it forth to the people, not assembled in a temple built by
man, but on the hill-side. There, under the blue dome of
Heaven, we taught them of Him who is everywhere-wherever
space is, and where is it not ! 0 ! it is far, far beyond the comprehension of man or spirit. There are no limits to the presence
of the Great King. By means of these messages we could also
foretell calamities of various kinds that would befall, and gave
timely warning to the people, so that they might avoid the course
that led to them, or be prepared in some measure to meet them
when they did come.
Now, about the time when I came to a thorough knowledge of
the Divine Being, so far as that could be attained in the study of
the Zoroastrian doctrines, I and my true friend (for he who had
once been my bitter enemy, and who had raised his hand against
my life, had followed me into the Order), along with another of
the Brotherhood, received a warning at the Fountain exercise,
that we had been chosen to receive an important communication
in the Sacred Grove, and that no one else was to be permitted to
accompany us. We were warned, also, that when we entered the
Grove next morning, we were to uncover our heads (not our
feet as was the custom); to have our sandals on our feet; and,
with staff in hand, be ready to execute the mission on which we
should then be sent. We could not understand or make out
what this warning meant, and we prayed to God to direct us.
At length the morning light broke out, and the glorious emblem
of Deity began to run his daily course through the sky. With
bared heads we entered into the dark and sombre Grove. On
reaching the centre we could not discern a spark of light on the
altar-all was dark: the thick foliage of the trees shutting out the
still faint light of the morning sun. We bent ourselves reverently
before the altar, and waited for the coming of the Spirit. At
length the glowing flame stood over the altar, and grew into the
radiant form of the holy Spirit which we had so often beheld.
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Then there fell upon our ears the voice from the heavenly
messenger :-" Heaven's faithful servants, I, the Angel of the
Most High, command y.ou to take each one his staff, and at once
depart for Judea. There a great and glorious event is about to
take place. There the Christ is to be born-he, the long-promised, long-expected one-who is to bless the world with the
knowledge of God-to reveal unto men His true characteris about to be be born into the world ; and ye are chosen to go
and bend yourselves in holy reverence before this Holy Child,
the King of kings and Lord of lords."
This was the message, and when the words were spoken I rose
to my feet, and with bended head, thus I spoke :-" My God, as
it is Thy will that we go forth to hail the advent of him who hath
been so long desired, we are ready; and not only to do Thy will
in this matter, but to lay down our lives in Thy service. But,
where shall we Thy servants find the holy babe? Shall we seek
for him in the courts and palaces of Jerusalem?"
"Nay," said the glorious one, "ye will not find him thus. But
I shall be your guiding star by night, and a felt presence by day.
There will not be three on the holy mission, but fo~r; for I
myself will lead you to the sacred spot. And now, within this
holy altar, there are treasures, which ye will take with you as
gifts to be presented to the new-born King."
"Treasures!" I cried, " how came they here?"
"They are the products of earth and air. Take them. They
are there for you. I know that ye are poor, and unable to
provide such costly gems; but doubt not. Take them and carry
them to the father and mother of the Holy Child, for they are
poor, and they will yet need such gifts."
On coming out from the Sacred Grove to the light of day, we
were greatly astonished to see the assembled brethren fleeing from
our presence. We knew not the cause, until we heard the voice
of the Spirit bidding us veil our faces, which had become so
dazzlingly bright that our friends imagined we were spirits and
not mortals.
I will say no more to-night.
May you for ever realise the sustaining arm of the Almighty
God, and the presence of His Ministering Angels I
H
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The Journey to Judea-Seeking for the Child-Herod and the Magi--A
Warning-Jewish Ideas of the Messiah-The Cattle-shed-"There lay
the Babe on the Lap of his Mother"-Reftections. (!wsbQns : Parentage
of Jesus- Hafed's Age.

AT our last meeting I spoke of our appointment as ambassadors
to do homage to the Prince about to be born into the world-to
hail the coming of him whom sages and prophets had looked for
so long-that Sun which should arise to scatter by his bright
beams the thick clouds that had hitherto enveloped the world in
darkness and in gloom. And here were we, three humble Magi,
chosen to welcome the glorious Child. Ah! what were we that
such an honour should be given to us ! But so it was, and we
did not shrink from the duty, but were ready to go forth with our
Spirit Guide, who would conduct us to the place where lay the
promised·child.
At length we set out on our journey to Judea; and as we
travelled we felt the presence of our heavenly Guide. When we
rested at night, we became subject to the most glorious spiritual
impressions, in which we beheld, as it were, the heavens opened,
and the beatified hosts of the Spirit World hovering over the
place where the Holy Child was laid. While journeying, we
encountered many perils, both from wild animals and from
robbers; but, with such a guard and guide as we had, we felt
secure. For not only had we our Spirit Guide, but those Spirit
Warriors,-the glorious band in burnished armour I have already
described to you,-were there to do battle against all that might
seek to injure us, or hinder us in our way.
On drawing near to the City of Jerusalem, we resolved to enter
and seek for the Holy Child. Forgetful of that which had been
told us, we sought amongst the palaces, and were rebuked by our
Guide for our inattention. He was not, he told us, to be found
amongst the rich, the learned, or the proud, but with those
humble ones whom he came to raise. The King of Judea got
knowledge of our presence and the object we had in view, and

oigitiz

dbyGoogle

THE ARCHMAGU5-EIGHTEENTH SITTING.

99

endeavoured to get information from us concerning the birthplace
of the child We could not tell him, but promised to let him
know when we ourselves had discovered the place- thinking, as
we then did, that he was sincerely desirous to do homage to the
Promised One. But, before retiring to rest, while at our devotions, our Guardian Spirit appeared to us in all his heavenly glory.
He was clothed in bright robes, and his face shone like the sun
in his strength, so that we could not look upon him. The
heavenly messenger said he had come to warn us: that this
king, who had profe&sed a desire to do homage to the Expected
One, only purposed to destroy the child, who would, according
to prophecy, become a king, and dispossess him of his crown
and kingdom. Such were the ideas entertained by the Jews.
But though the King of kings, he would have no earthly crown.
Such a nation as that of the Jews at the time I refer to was not
one that was likely to be chosen to universal empire; they were at
about the lowest ebb; the flowing tide had become but a muddy
stream; bloodshed and robbery prevailing throughout the land,
from the king to the meanest of his subjects. Man may scheme
and plan to accomplish his ends; but the Great and Mighty Spirit
had his hand in the work, and who dare stay it? Men may strive
to obtain their object by their own efforts, but being all more or
less open to spiritual impression, their best plans are overruled
So was it in the present case. 0 how Persia would have prized
such a gift! Every knee would have bent before the Prince .of
Peace, the Son of the Highest.
We were at length guided to the place where the Holy Child
was born. And did we find him born in the midst of luxury, the
inhabitant of a royal palace or stately mansion? No; he was
found not in the house-of the wealthy ruler, nor even in the wayside inn; but, guided by the Spirit, we found him whom we
sought in the adjoining lowly cattle-shed. There, smiling on the
lap of his mother, lay the babe. There were others there, who
also had received intimation of the birth, and were directed to the
place. As we approached, we bent ourselves in homage, and
presented those costly gems, that had been so wondrously furnished from beneath the Altar in the Grove: these we gave to
Joseph and Mary to assist them in their poverty in the upbringing
of the Blessed Child
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Did not our hearts bum within us as we gazed on the infant,
and pondered on the course laid out for him in the ancient
oracles? Yet, to the outward eye, he was but a poor, helpless,
unconscious babe-nothing different from others-nothing like to
a god-but just a man-child. But we knew, and rejoiced in the
knowledge, that over this young babe the Divine Spirit hovered,
and that as he developed, so would he become more and more
like a Divine Being on earth: giving health to the sick and sight to
the blind; unstopping the ears of the deaf, and loosing the tongue
of the dumb; making the lame to walk, and blessing all by his
words of truth and his deeds of kindness. But little did we think,
as we gazed on the little one, that he was to be persecuted and
hated, even doomed to a bitter death by those whom he came to
save; or that we should one day become his followers, and be
dragged to prison and to death for his cause.
Having been again warned not to return to the king, we, after
doing homage to the Prince of Peace, went back by another way
towards our own country, thanking God, as we went, that our eyes
had seen the Promised Deliverer of the world.
In rtply to a quution as to /he parmlage of yesus, he saidJesus had no earthly father. I care not what other spirits say,
I give it as I knew it at the time. If you could communicate
with other spirits who dwelt on Earth then, you would find they
would say the same. But those who have left the body since that
time know no more than you do. The Magi of Persia, the priests
of Corinth, Athens, and Egypt would, if they were to appear, tell
you the same thing. There have been many wonder-working men
in the world, but can you find one, born of an earthly father and
mother, to compare with Jesus? He had no flaw. Some spirits
there are who obstinately hold ~n to their errors till they meet
him. One great argument in favour of what I have said regarding him for whom I shed my poor blood, is this: He neither
raised his voice nor his hand, but rather gave himself to the blow.
Learn to live as he lived, and you will be blessed indeed.
1Vha/ was your age at the birth of Yems 1
I would be about forty-three years of age. [Bmedidi1m.]
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The Return Journey-A Vision of the Slaughter of the Innocents-The Oath
to Herod Annulled-They Traverse Moab-Ararut-Voyage on the Red
Sea-Pirates-Change of Route-Ancient Thebes-True Worshippers in
Egypt-An Egyptian Seance-The Old Priest Chosen by the SP.irit Voice
to be the Guardian of Jesus-An Underground Temple Descnbed-The
Sacred Birds. Quulions: The Ages of Joseph and Mary-The Moral
State of the Nations at the Birth of Christ.

WHEN last we met, I spoke to you concerning our mission to
Judea, and of our return homewards. We had given our word to
Herod that we would return by way of Jerusalem to tell him
where we had found the child. But, as I have already told you,
we were again warned not to return to Herod. The night before
we set out on our journey, the Mighty Spirit-He who doeth all.
things-showed us in a vision a terrible deed about to be perpetrated in Judea. This same king who should have ruled the
people with justice was pictured to us as a devil incarnate, sending out his myrmidons to slaughter innocent children, and thereby
destroy him who had been so long spoken of as the Coming King.
Ah, how little he knew of the mission of the Christ ! Poor man !
he thought to thwart the designs of God.
Then the Spirit of Light stood before us and spoke thus-" The
Almighty has decreed that ye shall not return to Jerusalem, but
that ye shall go the way I shall direct."
I stood up,. and said-" It is well; but what shall we do?-we
swore to the king that we should return."
"The oath," he said, " is unbound in Heaven. The little infants
must suffer, for the evil spirit is abroad ; but they will be nurtured
in Heaven, becoming ministering spirits to him on whose account
they died-the first martyrs for Jesus. But we shall send the
child to Egypt, so that he may be educated for his high and holy
mission."
We started for the Salt Sea, into which the Jordan pours its
waters. We travelled round that sea, which is said, by some of
the Hebrew writers, to cover the site of the ancient cities of Sodom
and Gomorrah. Such may be the case, but I do not think it,
although a likely thing. We resolved to go through the wilder-
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·ness to Ararat, then to Babelmandeb; from thence round to
Ormuz, and then finally to our own home in Persia.
Journeying onwards, we traversed Moab, at that time trodden
down by the iron legions of Rome. We then viewed Mount
Ararat, of which I have already spoken in connection with the
subject of the Hebrew Deluge. It was more for the sake of my
companions that we visited such parts, for I already knew well
every comer of that land, having travelled it in my earlier days
when visiting Egypt and other adjacent countries.
On reaching the shores of the beautiful Red Sea, we fell in with
some merchants about to depart for Persia. It was a summer
evening, and our hearts were glad as we looked over the sea, and
saw the great Sun setting in all his glory in the West, and we
thought of the pleasant passage we would have to our own loved
land. But that voyage was never to be accomplished We may
plan, but there is One above us who overrules all our designings.
The same night our Guardian, the Messenger from the Great
Spirit, thus spoke to us : " Ye have been privileged above your
fellow-men to see and know many things; but ye have much yet
to learn before ye go forth to proclaim him whom ye have just
seen. His own countrymen know him not; only the humble
shepherds have hailed the advent of the World's Deliverer." The
events which followed explained this mes5age.
We started on our voyage, and on nearing Aden we were
chased by sea robbers, and sought refuge on the western side of
the sea. On landing we resolved to travel homewards hy way of
Egypt, more especially as those who were with me would thereby
have an opportunity of seeing the ancient temples and other
buildings of the far-famed land.
After much toil we arrived at Thebes, where there were many
spacious buildings still standing in good preservation, that had in
far back times been reared to represent their religious ideas. You
are not to imagine, as has too often been done, that all the
Egyptians bent the knee to the images and figures within these
temples; for there were many amongst the learned who were
enlightened worshippers of the One God, Creator and Sustainer
of all things. This, however, cannot be said of the ignorant multitude, who knew no better, and were, alas, seldom taught to distinguish between the truth and its outward form or representation.
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At one of these temples we met with the Head Priestess, who
was famed for the messages or oracles that came through her.
We stayed with her for some time, that we might get information
about the mode of communicating with the Unseen. I formerly
alluded to this, and may now simply say that a circle of priestesses
was formed in an apartment at the top of a high tower. In the
centre of the room stood a table of polished silver, looking on
which the seekers for information got what they sought for by
vision, or in writing, or by the voice of the inspired priestess.
The temple I am speaking of had been ravaged by one of our
Persian kings, and had now fallen into decay. But he had missed
the secret or inner temple. Now, the priest of this temple was
known to me, and when I unfolded to him the mission on which
I and my two brethren had been sent, he lifted up his aged eyes
to Heaven, and thanked the Great and Holy Spirit· that he had
been spared to hail the advent of the long-promised Deliverer.
While engaged in giving eloquent expression to the feelings of his
gratified soul, the temple trembled as if shaken by an earthquake,
and a voice was heard to say-" Thou hast been kept alive for
Heaven's purpose. The child shall be brought hither, and he shall
be guarded by thee. Thou shalt show unto him all the sacred
symbols, so that he may be instructed in these till the time come
when the Spirit shall guide him." It was a great and glorious day
for us. We felt as if exalted into the celestial state-so much so,
that when we looked on one another our countenances shone
lustrously. That old man stood erect as a youth, so much was he
gladdened by the tidings we had brought, and their wonderful
confirmation from the Unseen.
The Secret Temple, into which we had been admitted, and
where the interview took place, was hewn out of the solid rock.
The rocky roof was supported by the most gorgeously-wrought
columns, which, cut out of the same rock, appeared like the
finest masonry. The temple was lighted up by lamps hung from
the roof; while the whole place was beautifully adorned with gold
and silver ornaments, producing an effect altogether enchanting
at our first entrance. As we trod its floor we felt as if on holy
ground ; while the place was so much magnetised, that a thrill
shot over our whole body. And well it might be so, for here it
was the priests received the oracles from the Unseen World. It
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was to them what the Sacred Grove was to us. Ours was truly
the Temple of Nature. We thought that God could only be
appropriately worshipped in the open air, and amid the blooming
works of His hand, and not in buildings, the work of men's hands.
We were wrong. But I had never been cramped in my notions
of these things. I well knew that the Hebrews had been in the
closest communion with the Unseen; and that even this old
Egyptian was one who was in communion with what he believed
to be the Great Spirit, but who was evidently only one of His
high and holy messengers.
In this Secret Temple were kept the Sacred Birds, which were
objects of worship. These birds were placed under the care of
the female priests, and when they died their bodies were embalmed. I could not keep from speaking to them of the gross
absurdity of worshipping a bird. If worship were to be offered
to a creature at al~ better that that creature be a man. But they
denied that they worshipped the bird. It was merely selected for
its purity, they said, as a fit emblem of the Great God who was
ever pure and holy.
We remained for some time, during which my companions had
opportunities of becoming acquainted with some things that
would be afterwards useful ; and it was then that, instructed by
the venerable priest, I learned to read the hieroglyphs. He
gave me much of the ancient history of Egypt from those olden
tablets, which he could read as easily as the common language;
and this very few of his fellow-priests could do.
We visited the Pyramids, from a tablet in one of which I copied
a record-one well worth preserving. It was the history of a king
of whom the Egyptians were proud-it contained no blanks.
This monarch had been eminent for good deeds-serving God,
and serving man.
Was 'Jostph, the husband of Mary, an old man at the birln of
'Jesus1
Joseph would be a man about forty years old, and Mary a
young woman of eighteen or nineteen.
It has bun said that the nations w~r~, at th~ filM rifur~d to, i11 a
vuy low mgra/ condition. Was if so1
Sin was the most prominent thing in the world at the time of
the birth of Jesus; and as far as I can see, though there has
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been a great advance in science and art, there has been but
little advance in a moral point of view. The world must be
encircled 'by truth ere we can expect to witness the good overcoming the evil.
I must stop at present.
May the blessing of the High and Holy One rest for ever
upon you!

tlt\nentietb

~itting.
2oth &ptembu, r87o.

HaCed on Egypt and the ~tians-The Fate of Nations-A ProphecyLonging for the "Good T1me Coming''-Egyptian and Persian Modes of
Communion with Spiz:its-Lost Astronomicii kecords.

BEFORE leaving Egypt we sat down and reflected on the Past,
Present, and Future of this famous country. My companions
looked on me as a Teacher, and my reflections took somewhat of
the following form :Egypt I where now is thy grand and powerful system of Priestcraft ; where now thy beautiful palaces and thy world-famed
magnificent temples ? They have become the abodes of .the
owl, and the dens of wild robbers and beasts of prey. Ala$ !
alas ! is this thy fate, proud larid ? 0 Egypt ! if we had but thy
history. Where are the writings of thy wise men, the records of
thy former greatness? Nothing left but a few fragments of those
mysterious writings ; and few even of thy own priesthood or
teachers who can decipher them. These indeed tell us what
thou didst in long past ages for the enlightenment of man-of
thy speculations on man's destiny, and on the Great and Unseen
Spirit, the spring of all being. But thou wert but the forerunner.
What thou didst give forth from thy wise ones were.but as drops to
water the nations thirsting for the truth-for the true light. For
it was not thou that wast destined to bring forth the Precious
Plant, whose branches were, in the great future, to cover the
Earth. That was reserved for the · despised Hebrews. Egypt,
thou hast still a little of thy old superstition and proud priestcraft
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clinging to thy skirts. Thy wise men, we now know, knew more
than they would declare to their fellow-men. But why shouldst
thou keep up this system of hiding the truth from the peoplethus wilfully and wickedly keeping them in darkness of mind in
reference to God and to themselves ?
0 ye Teachers of Egypt, cast aside your old and worn-out
systems, and proclaim the truth-that the Great and Good One
is ever guiding, ever blessing all; that He, the Maker and Sustainer of the Heavens and the Earth, needeth no gorgeous
temples, the work of man, in which to be worshipped; that on the
mountain-top, by the river-side, or amongst the humble dwellings
of men, the true worshipper will ever find Him. Ye say these
stupendous buildings were erected in the days of old to contain
the cast-off bodies of thy great ones. Ah, no! If ye had but read
and studied thine own hieroglyphs attentively, these would have
shown thee that it is not the body that remains, but that it is the
imperishable part of man-the soul, which God taketh back again.
And now thou art fast falling into decay! But why repine?
Thus hath it been with many great nations. Look at Greece,
with all her beautiful temples-her knowledge of art and science.
Is not Rome uprearing herself on the ruins of Greece? and other
nations are coming up behind that will in time crush Rome.
It was through some of our Persian Kings, no doubt, that many
of Egypt's temples and records were destroyed But the Egyptians must, in part, be blamed; for it was a law of the Persians
that no such destruction should· ensue unless the conquered
nation rebelled against the government of the conqueror. But, as
I have said, the old Past must give way to the Present, and that
again to the Future.-Greece, Persia, Rome! Rome is now
rising by the might of her arms; but she is stained with the sin of
enslaving the subdued peoples. Alas! we Persians have been
guilty also of this black crime against God and man. Are we not
all bound to worship the same Great Spirit, who alone has the
right to enslave us-to bind us to His service, as the great and
only Master of Mankind? But Rome, too, will have her day !
Even now a King hath come who will have the dominion; and a
nation will yet arise to eclipse great Rome-a nation whose
dominion will girdle the earth-whose language will spread from
shore to shore. But she, too, must decline and fall; but her fall
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will usher in the glorious Golden Age, the theme of the prophets
and the poets of all the ages-that good. and blessed time when
man shall cease to fight with man-when peace shall prevail on
every side. 0 then shall the heavenly hosts mingle with the
spirits of Earth, in loving and light-giving c;ommunion!
0 for that happy day when we shall once more commune with
our brothers of mankind !-when we shall once more teach them
and lead them in the paths of purity and truth-no longer kept
out from intercourse by the sin-locked door. But, alas ! the
world must pass through much tribulation before the coming of
that glorious time, before men will submit to live in peace and
harmony under the righteous rule of the great Prince of Peace.
After remaining in Thebes for some time, I and my two friends
visited several ancient temples, which were in a ruinous state. In
Lower Egypt we found one small temple in good repair. It h·ad all
the fittings required in their acts of worship. Here, too, we found
the lofty tower in which the, female priests met for Spirit communion. They had also the same mode as described previously
-a small polished table, on which the inquirer looked. I, myself,
got a message from my mother. Though I had frequently told
them of such methods of communication with the Unseen World,
these things created much interest in my two companions; for it
was different in Persia. There we used no tables ; but, kneeling
around the altar of the Sacred Grove, the hOly flame descended,
and the bright Spirit of Light appeared and addressed us in an
audible voice. Oftentimes we longed earnestly to know who he
was. Many of our brethren believed him to be one of our
ancient sages. I imagined him to be Zoroaster, the teachings of
both were so much alike. We had no uncouth figure, no dark
cloud, nor lion, serpent, or hawk, to help us to realise the presence
of God. We saw Him in the flame, in the bright orb of day; we
saw Him in all nature, in the purling brook, in the rolling stream
in the great swelling sea ; we saw Him in the soft verdure of the
earth, and in the everlasting rock. But most of all we saw Him
in His own image-Man. No symbols had we: we needed
none. We could see Him in the outstretched canopy of the
heavens; and as we gazed up into the blue vault, far, far into
space, there, too, we beheld Him-the Great Sustainer, who is
everywhere present.
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Egypt had, in the study of the heavens, been before us, but all
record of their knowledge was now lost ; for I, myself, having
been sent on a mission to get information of certain phenomena
that had taken place in Egypt, found no records there. Chaldea
had occupied a high position also, but there, too, all had been
lost. That these precious records should have been lost to mankind was much to be deplored. I often think that Persia was
blameable in not taking better care of her writings. The Jews, in
this matter, surpassed all others. Not only did they preserve
their Sacred Books in the Temple, but the priests also kept a
copy. A great amount of Egyptian history may be found in
their hieroglyphic inscriptions ; but the time will come when the
key to these will also be lost. Perhaps I may decipher some of
those you have got at another time.
We shall now stop for to-night. Farewell May God bless
you and preserve you from evil

Gttuent~::first ~ttttng.
Sejt. 2J, I870.
Departure from E4mlt-Arrival in Persia-Roman Invasion-Hafed takes up
the Sword-Defeated and Rebuked by his Guardian Spirit for Breach of
Vow-Confession.

WE had lingered long in Egypt, that land of sacred associations.
We had looked with interest on its pyramids and ruined temples.
We had sailed on its beautiful river, the placid face of which
gloriously mirrored the beams of the orb of day. We had visited
the once mighty but now desolate Thebes-the habitation of wild
beasts of the field, and of wilder men. But now we must hasten
on towards our beloved native land, which, though trodden down,
was still a nation in the enjoyment of much to be valued.
Sailing down the great river, we took ship for a port in Lower
Asia, and, travelling through that quarter, we reached Syria,
from thence passing into Persia. In our journey over land, we
visited many places famed in history, ruined temples and old
battle-fields. Alas! that there should be so many on the face of
the Earth. But such there must be till the grand time comes
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round, so often the subject of prophecy and poetry, when the strife
of men shall cease-when the peace of God shall prevail, and
nations all over the earth be united in a brotherhood of love and
truth. Then shall the magnetic powers of spirits and men work
harmoniously.
Fofgive me these reflections, for I am apt to forget when I look
back on former days of my Earth-life.
On our arrival in Persia we found the country in a state of great
commotion, and terror and distress pictured on every countenance.
News had just been received that Rome was marching against us
with her iron bands. Our hearts burned with indignation against
these ruthless invaders of a peaceful State, and notwithstanding
that we had solemnly dedicated ourselves as Magi to the service
of God, the old warrior spirit prevailed, and we lifted the sword,
resolved to do battle for our native land. It was the spirit of
patriotism that possessed us-that nerved our arm for the expulsion of the foe.
Alas! who is man that he should put himself in such a position!
Why not try to conquer by words of peace and kindness ? Why
should men be thrust into the Spirit World with their hands dyed
in the blood of their fellows-driven in thousands, unprepared to
meet their Judge? Better, far better, for men to endure the
troubles and distresses of Earth, than thus to enter into the Spirit
World, there to pass through the terrible discipline that must ensue.
But then, as now, it was considered a righteous thing to take up
arms in defence of our country ; 5o once more we buckled on our
armour.
It was not long before I gathered to my standard the hosts of
my old followers, each one animated with the determination to
repel the invading foe, or die. When all our arrangements were
made, we marched against the Roman legions, and more than
once they were driven back in confusion by the patriots I led to
battle; but we suffered many defeats, and were at last conquered
by the overpowering forces brought against us.
When I laid aside my peaceful garb, and lifted the sword on
behalf of my distressed country, I thought that he who had
hitherto been my Guide in so many dangers, would again appear
to help me. It was not till the last disastrous fight was over, and
my followers dispersed, that I realised his presence. He stood
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before me in form as a warrior; and while I bent low before him,
thus he spoke,-"·Thou hast broken the solemn vow of dedication that bound thee to the service of the Great Spirit, by whom
thou wast chosen as ambassador to welcome the birth of the Sun
of Righteousness-the Prince of Peace, born into the world of
sin and strife that in due time he might put down all "Strife.
Thou shouldst have lifted up thy voice as a sword ; and, as a
messenger of peace, endeavoured, with Heaven's help, to calm
the evil passions of thy fellow-men. Persia must submit. Once
great in power, now she is weak. Rome, now powerful, must
have her day; but she, too, will fall. Look at Egypt, she lieth in
bondage. And those Hebrews (nursed and fed by Egypt in
their infancy) who, under the guidance of the Great and Good,
attained to high and holy privileges, what are they now ? Such
is the fate of nations-the fate of all nations that rise by unrighteous deeds. Have not I ever been thy director and guide ?
Have I not said that Persia shall have a crowned head when
Rome with her conquering hosts shall be no more? So shall it
be. Away, then, to the Grove, and on thy bended knees before
the High and the Holy Spirit seek forgiveness for this thy offence;
and, then, with His peace resting upon thee, go forth and battle
against all that opposeth love and truth. Fear not, thou shalt yet
wield a sword that will overthrow, in due time, both Persia and
Rome. But, remember, that for the breaking of thy vows, thou
shalt not die a natural death. The blame rests with thee, not
with thy two companions. Thou alone must suffer. Thou shalt
not be taken away by natural dissolution, but a martyr's death
shalt thou die."
Thus he spake, and thus I replied to the Heavenly Messenger:
-" I have indeed sinned. May God forgive me! Carry back
with thee my confession of repentance. My only plea : I could
not stand and see my beloved country trodden down under the
iron hoof of the oppressor."
" That," he replied, " was once thy work, not now. Thou art
a Sacred Teacher. It is thy duty to open the eyes of the people
-to instruct them by lessons of truth and love. Was that thy
work this day? Alas! how many hast thou sent headlong into the
World of Spirits before their time!"
He left me. Calling my two companions and other friends
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together, I told them all that had been said to me by my Guide.
We at once resolved to go to the Grove. On our arrival we
found the brethren assembled The moment we entered the holy
place the Sacred Flame descended; and, prostrating myself before
the altar, I humbly confessed my s~ Then the voice from the
altar pronounced forgiveness, and all united in a song of praise to
God, as the sun was sinking in the Western sky. [.Bmedidion.]

Decembtr

I I, I

8;o.

Issba, the Old Egyptian Priest-Jesus taken to Egypt-A Letter from Issha
to Hafed-The Child at Three Years-The Young Priest, Hermes-A
Portrait of Issha.

ON a former occasion I made reference to one of the priests of
Egypt-a great, a learneo, and a good man, named Issha. He
was one of those who had for many years looked earnestly for the
promised Deliverer who was to give light to the world; for we in
Persia had not been alone in our expectation. And our hearts
having been. gladdened by his appearing, it became us to watch
with jealous care the precious spark which was destined to set the
world ablaze.
You know from your own Sacred Books that Joseph and Mary,
through fear of Herod, had to fly into Egypt with the infant The
arrival of the Holy Child and his parents in Egypt having been
intimated to the venerable Issha, arrangements were made by
him, whereby the child should, in course of time, be educated
within the walls of the temple; and gladly did the holy man
undertake the task. About this time he sent me a letter, which I
shall try to give, as near as possible, as it came from his pen.
The letter was written from the Temple of the Nile, and is as
follows:" Most noble Hafed, Prince of Persia, and Servant of the Most
High God,-To thee I send my greeting, by the hands of a
young fellow-worker in the priesthood, one who is honourable and
worthy to be the bearer of my epistle to thee.
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" Beloved brother in the service of the Holiest,-This letter
is written unto thee from the Centre of the Sacred Temple of
the Most High God-(1 need hardly say to thee that it is
rather from its ruins.) The Nile hath overflowed its banks for
the third time since thy visit unto me, when thou didst gladden
my heart with the tidings of the appearing of the One who was to
Come. At that time .I raised my voice in thanksgiving that I
had been honoured by the fellowship of one who had been chosen
of Heaven to go forth and hail the advent of the Prince of Light.
And now, here am I appointed to teach this child. 0 what am I
that such a trust should be committed to me! Believe me, my
noble brother, when I say that I undertake the trust with joy,
and yet with trembling solicitude.
"The child, though but three years old, shows, in his ways, so
much that is God-like, that I could almost fall down and worship
him. Those who attend on him say that there never was such a
child as this little one committed to my care. To think that one
so very young in years should come to hoary age, and put
questions so deep that to answer them would puzzle a Socrates or
a Plato, is indeed very wonderful to me. And oftentimes am I
astonished, when he asks me the meaning of some of our sacred
symbols, and about many other things far above a child's capacity.
" I desire to thank thee, most noble Hafed, for those glorious
truths, which thou didst impart unto me when thou didst sojourn
with me, for they are indeed of very great service to me now;
and I am not ashamed, old as I am, still to sit at thy feet
and learn.
" But, my beloved friend, I must not forget to write to thee
about the bearer of this epistle. He is a virtuous young man, and
his life is given to the service of the Most High: indeed, one of
the same stamp as thou thyself art. Thou wilt find in him a mind
open to receive, and I pray thee instil into it such truths of the
Mighty Spirit as will enable him to stand high in the True Light.
It hath been said of him here that he will yet attain to an exalted
position in Egypt. When he returns I expect that he will be the
bearer of an epistle from thee; in which thou must tell me of thy
researches into the Hebrew writings; for thou didst promise to
give· me further knowledge of the New Light now being nursed
amid the ruins of our Temple.
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"And now, most noble Hafed, I will conclude. When I go
to evening devotion, I go now with a different spirit I have
broken through the old custom. I no longer withhold from the
common people the truths which we know; and because of this
some of the priests would persecute me; but they dare not.
Many of the people are beginning to attend and contribute of
their wealth. But I trust soon to see thee, and tell thee more
of these things, when I hand over my charge, whom thou, the
descendant of the Great Zoroaster, hast been chosen to teach.
Meanwhile my soul is bound up in care for my youthful charge.
0 he seems to me more than man! Those eyes of love! I
almost worship him.
" Now may the Great and Ever-blessed Spirit be with you at all
times. Amen."
So ended the letter of my beloved brother Issha, Chief Priest
of the Temple of the Nile.
I perceive this letter as plainly before me now as it was when
sent, nearly two thousand years ago; and you have got it all but
some things of no interest to you. I mean to give you other
epistles from this holy man, for in them I got more than from all
others. His countenance was most venerable; and habited in
pure white robes, and wearing a long white beard, he seemed to
me like an angel. And while we listened to him, his words of
power sank deep into our inmost souls, and we felt as if in the
presence of the purest spirit in the highest heavens. · He still
labours with me in the Spirit World. He did not live, as I did,
to see the True Light proclaimed on the Earth, being one hundred years old when that letter was written. In these letters you
will get much in regard to the early years of Jesus. [Bmcdktion.]

tlttuent~::tbirtJ ~itting.
14/h J'afluary, 1871.
Second Letter from Issha-The Boy Jesus in the Inner Temple-His Genius
-Light in the Darkness-The First "Miracle" of Jesus-Jesus amongst
other Boys.

AT our last meeting I gave you the first letter written to me by

my venerable brother, Issha, the Egyptian High Priest-the holy
I
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man who had received in charge the little spark which, when
kindled, was destined by Heaven to set on fire the theological
systems of the world; not for their destruction, but that, coming
through the fire, they might be seven times purified. For mankind in their religious ideas have all, more or less, been actuated
by a desire to discover the truth, and to found their own theolo.
gies thereon. The second epistle from the holy man (who for
nearly a hundred years had been engaged in the service of God,
and with whom the highest and holiest priest in the great Temple
of Jerusalem could not be compared) was sent by the hands of
merchants who traded between Persia and Egypt; for, at that
time, a great trade was carried on between Persia and many
other countries in silks, dyes, precious stones, spices, and fruits
of varipus kinds. This letter I will shorten considerably, leaving out many things not necessary for you to know, and give
you something more concerning Jesus, my Prince, as I loved to
call him. It is dated one year from the time of the sending of
the first letter.
After saying that the Nile had overflown its banks; that they
had sown and reaped their harvest, and thanking me for a letter
which he had received by the hands of the merchants, he goes on
to say:" Most noble Hafed, servant of the Living God and Prince of
Persia-In this, my second epistle, I have unspeakable pleasure in
giving thee some further account of my young charge. Forgive
me, my friend, anything thou deemest amiss, for indeed I am but
an old man (although my body is not bent, nor my eyes dim),
and my silvery hair showeth that the time draweth nigh when I
shall enter into the Spirit World where, when we meet, there shall
be no more separations because of religious differences, and where
I shall no more be called an idolater, nor thou, dear friend, a
worshipper of the fire.
[H"~ In~ M~dium got so rapid in his u/l"an(~ that tlu words
could not b~ lakm down; • butlhty amounltd to this, that dtspilt lh~
gm~ral idolatry, //r(f't U'ff~ many in /lust so-calltd lualhm 11alions
• The Controlling Spirit subsequently apologised by saying that he experienced, when coming in contact with the mortal body, the old feelings of indignation, excited by false ideas of Persian worship entertained by many in that

Digitized by

Coogle

THE ARCHMAGU5-TWENTY-THIRD SITTING.

115

wlw worshipped God in spirit and in troth; and that/he sun was the
must bejilling symbol in the worship of the God rif Light, the Creator,
Sustainer, and Benefactor.]

"There stands one beside me, while thus I write unto thee, by
whom all these theologies will be cast down. 0 that dear one,
how I reverence him !-I cannot help it. Old as I am, as I said
before, I could almost fall down at the feet of the beloved child
and worship him. It is something very wonderful to see this
little one pacing alone the dark and solemn recesses of our Inner
Temple-those silent floors, where even the oldest priest dare not
venture alone. Yet he, the wondrous child, dares to look into
the holy place. Holy indeed is it when he is there. He is
clever beyond all other children; for he hath already gained some
knowledge of ancient languages, and listens with deep attention
while I am instructing him in the history of this country-of its
great fame, in days gone by, for wisdom and power; and how the
race from which he sprang had been fed and benefited, and afterwards enslaved by the rulers of Egypt. But much of that history
is now lost. Thanks to Persia for that ! for it was a Persian king
that destroyed our ancient records.
" I have heard thee speak of spirit communicating in thought
with man; and truly it must be so with this little one, for the
most intricate passages in our hieroglyphs, if once he gets the key,
he deciphers with ease. The passage, the meaning of which has
been to thee and to me the source of much dispute and trouble,
has been clearly revealed by him.
" I believe this young Prince, as thou callest him, to be indeed
the Son of God, having in him the Spirit of his Father.
"Since thy departure, the efforts on my part to overthrow the
system by which the poor were kept out of the temple, and which
I referred to in my first letter, have been successful The priests
who are under me have resolved to open up the truth to the
poorest, so that now the temple is free unto all.
" A poor man, who had once been rich, and paid largely to the
temple service, having lost all and become maimed by an encounter
with pirates on the Red Sea, was carried one day in his helpless
day and since; and feeling thus, he forgot what he was about, and lost the
usual control over his Medium.
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state into the temple about the time of evening .worship. The
young child stood by my side; and seeing this maimed old man
in his pitiable condition, he looked up to me and said-' Father
(he always calleth me father), this poor old man must have a
history;' and then, wonderful to tell, he narrated the chief points
in the man's life; then, going up to where he crouched, he said' Rise!' ' But how can I rise; I have no power,' said the poor
man. Stretching out his tiny hand towards him, he again uttered
the word-' Rise!' when up started the man, standing on his
feet with all his wonted vigour. Here was power displayed of a
truly wonderful kind. But there are many other things done by
him which show him to be also full of love. Even the other little
ones, the children of the priests, never have cause, in their play,
to chide him. Wherever he is, there is happiness and peace, and
all goes well
"Now, noble Hafed, I thank thee for the care thou hast
bestowed on the young man who carried my former letter unto
thee. I observe from his letter to me that thou hast not neglected
him, and that, through thy instruction, he is becoming fitted for
occupying my place here when I go hence, and will in future times
redeem our theology.
"Thanks, too, for thy gift of the apricots-fruits of the sun.
May the time soon come when we shall meet
" Sorry was I to learn that thou didst find thy country invaded,
and that thou, forgetful of thy vow, wert led to buckle on the
sword. But with God let this matter be left.
"Now, my noble friend, I must draw to a close. I look for
thy answer by the same merchants on their return from Persia.
I weary for words from thee, my brother. Though once thy
teacher, now thou art mine. Thank God, thou hast opened my
eyes to many things once dark to me.
"May the Mighty Spirit, the Father of all nations, be ever near
unto thee; and whilst in the Centre of the Grove, mayest thou
realise His presence in all its fulness. Amen."
Such was the substance of the second letter of Issha. We
must stop here.
The gracious blessing of the Highest, and the peace of the
Great Prince, my Lord, be upon you for ever !
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~ttttng.

4/lz February, I87r.
Issha's Third Letter-Jesus Incomparable-The Boy Teacher and the Aged
Pupil-They Travel-Conversation between the Old Man and Youn~ Jesus
-A Grateful Heart-A Charge of Heresy-Council of Three PnestsTheir Names in Dir~dWriting. Qwslions: Age of Jesus-The Flight to
Egypt-Miraculous Conception-Pre·existence of Jesus-Joseph and Mary
~EgypL
.

IF you will not deem it too tedious, I will give you another of
those letters of my good and venerable friend in Egypt in relation
to his young charge. Other letters passed between us on various
subjects, as well as on those of astronomy, natural history, &c.
I have now spread before me this epistle. According to Persian
method of measuring time, three hundred and fifty-six days to the
year (the Egyptians reckoned three hundred and fifty days), two
years had passed away since I received a letter concerning the
child committed to my friend's charge. He begins as usual:"Most Noble Hafed, Servant of the Living God, Ambassador
of Heaven, chosen to proclaim the birth and do homage to him
who is the Son of God,-Honoured wert thou, my noble brother,
to bend the knee and present rich gifts to the Holy Child; who,
though born in a lowly place, was mightier far than any of the
princes of this world. The Hebrews boast of their great and wise
kings; but what is their wisest compared with Jesus, my Prince?
Nothing. I take delight once more in writing to you concerning
him. He is growing in stature, and daily he shows an increase in
wisdom; indeed, he puts us all to shame by the depth of his
remarks on subjects beyond our reach. When asked to give a
decision, he is always ready; and wonderful are his judgments."
(It was the custom at that time for the Chief Priests of Egypt to
sit as judges in all cases, and they also possessed the power of
life and death.)
"This young and growing Light is beginning to dispel the darkness that hovers around our Sacred Buildings. Strange to say, in
many cases he is the teacher and I am the taught; and I am not
ashamed to own this to thee, my friend. When sitting with me in
my lonely cell at night, he will make the strangest revelations of
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the Unseen World. We, as priests, have learned and heard much
about such things. But this little one talks of Heaven, and opens
up Paradise in all its glory and beauty-telling me of things not
spoken of on Earth. He told me also of enemies who were seeking to destroy my influence as a priest; ' but be not afraid,' he
said, ' for there are many around to bear thee. up.' When I contrast the wisdom of Egypt with the sayings of this child, the one
is far surpassed by the other. We have travelled in Egypt, and
visited other temples and witnessed the religious serYices engaged
therein. Such mummeries, however, are now no longer practised
here; for how shall man with the Light of Truth around him, bend
the knee to a reptile! Oh, how often have I in my darkness
bowed low before a dumb fowl. I abhor myself now. And yet,
when we reflect, must not man, even in his gross darkness, worship
that which he considers likest to God? In the case of the Grecians,
they make their gods in the likeness of man. This seems an
advance upon other nations. But as I look on this boy, I see the
Divine Spirit flashing from his eyes, giving light to my dim orbs.
" My dear and beloved brother, I am beginning to long for the
return of the young man whom I committed to thy care. When
he comes back, then I start. He appears like one who will overtum idol worship, and do good service in the cause of truth.
" But I must not forget the subject of my present letter-my
young charge. We were engaged one day in speaking of the
Great and . Mighty Spirit, when overhearing the question of a
bystander-' Which was true God?'-he said it was time we should
give up bending before these idols. But I told him that they were
looked on by us as symbols merely. He said God was to be
worshipped according to the way laid down in the Jewish Books.
But, I said, how do you know that? He said his mother told
him. (She is here.) He pointed his finger to passages, penned
hundreds of years before, concerning his birth, Herod's cruel
edict, and. the flight into Egypt. This was all (said the child)
foreseen by God; and by the prophets who declared it, he thus
forewarned the people; but man rejected the warning. 'I come
not (said this little one) to overthrow thrones and k.ingdoms-1
come to overthrow the evil in the hearts of men-to point them
to Heaven, and lead them in the right way.' Then we talked of
the dealings of God with the ancestors of the Hebrew nation -and
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their escape from Egyptian bondage-of the deliverance of the
Hebrews and the engulfing of Pharaoh and his host in the Red
Sea. 'Was God an angry God-revenging himself on his adversaries? No (he said), it was the simple result of Pharaoh's foolhardiness. Put thy finger on the flame and thou wilt be burned·
So with the Egyptian host. And yet, for all this, Egypt is not
wholly forgotten. That same land which became a nursing
mother to the famishing Israelites, my Father sends me to, that I
also may be nursed by her.'
"Now, my dear friend, I once more give thanks to the Great
and Unseen Being who gave me breath-the breath of lifewho has guided me through life, and now, in my old age, has
opened my eyes to behold the light of truth. I who, when a young
man, was shrouded in dark superstition-who, alas! did just as
my fellows did-am now blessed beyond words to express. 0 for
that happy day when thou shalt meet me in bliss; for all its loveliness has been told me by this sweet child. He has spoken of the
music wafted along on the gentle winds and in the flowing of the
waters; of the delightful verdure that ever clothes the heavenly
world; of the refreshing fruits hanging in clusters on the heavyladen boughs; of the angelic strains from the hosts of happy
spirits, stealing away the senses of the joy-enraptured soul, and of
the glorious visions of holy beauty that are spread out before the
eyes of the happy throng that tread the heavenly pathways.
Tongue of man cannot express the reality-power is wanting to
give it colour or form.
"Before finishing this letter, I must tell thee that there has
come to us three priests from Lesser Egypt to confer with me in
regard to religion. They had heard from others of my change of
mind in regard to the prevailing opinions; and they want to sit in
council on the matter. Thou wilt know the result when we meet.
But we are all at one here in our religious ideas--even the strongheaded priests are imbibing the truth. Great is the change, which
thou wilt be informed of ere long. I leave thee now for a while.
May the Great and Mighty Spirit ever abide with thee, and may
His presence be ever felt in all our ways."
Such is the epistle, or something near to it in substance. The
council of priests which he writes about was the result of rumours
which had reached their ears, that my venerable friend had
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departed from his faith in the received opinions of the Egyptian
Priesthood. I might give the names of the three who formed the
Council; but I cannot, as you already know, get my Medium to
convey them to you. I will however, as I have done hitherto,
with the assistance of the English Painter, give them in direct
writing.*
AI whal age was 1M child yesus put umkr llu care of Issha 1
The child was given up by his mother after he was able to walk
and speak to the care of my friend. About the time we left
Bethlehem to return home-knowing through our heavenly guide
what were the designs of Herod, and J osepb having intimated
to us that he had been warned in a dream to fly for safety to
Egypt, we recommended him to go to my venerable friend, not
only for the protection, but for the training of the child. We bad
reached Egypt before their arrival, and bad told the good old man
what he might expect.
Is the account which we haz.•e in llu Gospds of 1M mi'raculous
conctjti'on of yesus lo be a«tjled as a truthful slalemml of
jads1
Yes : I must believe the account therein given, for this reason :
The Spirit of Light sent us to welcome and do homage to one
whose appearance in the world had been prophesied for ages, and
who was looked for by many as the great Deliverer or Saviour of
mankind The fact that Mary, the betrothed wife of Joseph, was
not only clear of transgression in his eyes, but in the eyes of all
her neighbours amongst whom she lived, is proof sufficient ; for
had it been otherwise, she would at once have been condemned
to die. The penalty for such a transgression was the same in
Persia. That the conception was brought about by holy and
spiritual means was well known to many good and wise men in
that day, who knew well what it was and how it was accomplished?
Hence, I believe that the Prince, though really and truly a man,
was so full of the Spirit of God that he may well be reckoned as
a new creation-a second man made in the express image of the
Most High-as much a new creation as the first man.
• The names were given subsequently, the same evening, by dirtrl wrilinr on
a card, in the same way as the other direct writings and paintings were given.
The following is a copy of the names on the card :- " Oxyrync!Utu, Lysopoli·
tans, Cynopolitans."
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Was J'aus CtJnsdous of a previous ~sima 1 A number of communicating spi'rils appear lo advanee tli'ffermt opimims on /Ius
anti ollter subjeds.
To your question of his consciousness of a former existence, I
may say that he himself declared to me that he had been on the
Earth before. It is not to be wondered at that you get different
accounts of the same things from spirits; but depend upon it
these opinions are not from a good source. When such spirits
observe a liking for their opinions in men, they hatch the monstrous brood. Some here may think differently; but had they
passed through the experiences I have done, they would have
known better than propagate such doctrines. Though an old
man, I still preach the same gospel.
Di'd J'oseph atttl Mary remaziz i'n. Egypt after giving up 'Jesus lo
lo lite care of Isslta 1
Yes; Joseph with Mary, his wife, stayed still in Egypt. He
laboured at his craft, and both watched affectionately over Jesus
when an infant. There was need for this care, for there, as elsewhere, there were many Hebrews who bore them no goodwill.
But the priests exercised a watchful eye for their protection.
We will now leave off. May God be ever with you to bless
you in your going out and coming in !

tH:tuent~~ffftb

~ttttng.
ulh February, 1871.

Unexpected Arrival of Issha and Jesus in Persia-Message of the Spirit of
Light-The Magi go out to meet them-Their Welcome Address in
Dirtt:l Writing-Jesus and his Tutor carried by Spirits-Jesus Clairvoyant
-A Magian Festival. Qutslions: Age of Jesus-Celibacy- The Christian
Churches in a wrong position.

AT our last sitting, I gave you the third and last letter from my
friend Issha concerning his youthful charge. I think I said that
he would come to Persia with the young Prince. My aged friend
was one who liked to study Nature in all her grandeur-to think
of the Great Creator as he might be seen, in His wisdom and
power, in the formation of the smallest insect, and in man, his
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highest work-in the little flower of the wayside, modestly lifting
its head, and in the great tree whose branches give shelter in the
noonday heat ; and hence my friend resolved to undertake his
long journey after the rainy season; and before the hot season
came on.
One lovely morning, just as the glorious sun was rising above
the eastern mountains, l and some of my brethren assembled in
the Sacred Grove, while the other Magi, with their wives, enjoyed
themselves by the Fountains. We had just surrounded the Altar
of the Grove when the sacred flame arose, and then we beheld
the Spirit of Light. Bending in lowly reverence, we heard his
voice : " Why tarry ye, here? One more worthy of your homage
awaits you outside the Grove. Go forth and welcome the Prince
of Heaven and Earth."
This announcement surprised us, for although we expected the
visit from Issha, we knew it would be some weeks before the band
of merchants could arrive with whom he was 'to travel. But,
eagerly we went forth at the bidding of the Spirit, and as we
looked along the pathway we beheld, at a little distance, the little
boy running at the side of the venerable priest. Issha was habited
in his white robes, and although a man of great age, he strode
along with a lively step. I went out to meet him, and as we drew
near, I fell on my knees before him. "Nay, my son, rise to thy
feet; it becomes me rather to do homage unto thee; for have not
I received from thee treasures of truth and light, and, above all,
been honoured in having had for so long a time the care of this
child: it is he who is worthy of thy homage."
Then the assembled Magi, through their spokesman, saluted
him thus :-i• Wt salult thy coming forth, immortal frimd-lzoly
offspring of llzt brtallz divint, wt salu/t In« I Btau/tous a1td lovi1zg
art thou as Salem--as .Raplzad, hazvmly a11d sublimt. From
In« purt smlimmls will flow as dtw from llzt purplt douds of
1/zt morning, and thy lzumant lztarl-thy lztarl filltd with totdtr
smsalions-slza/1 mdl as 1/zt tyts of 1/zt Seraphim, tnrapturtd a/ 1/zt
sight of virlut, ovtrjlow with su•ttltsl transport." •
After some further interchange of greetings, the child was
handed over to my care. I then asked my aged friend to explain
• The passage in italics was given in direct wrilinr.
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to me how it was that he had arrived at a time when he was
unlooked for. He said that that was just what he was about to
tell me, for it was altogether a very wonderful matter. They had
left Egypt, as arranged, with a band of Persian merchants and
others travelling with them; but they had been but a short time
on their journey when they were attacked by a horde of robbers.
In the disorder that ensued, he, with his young charge, was lifted
up suddenly from the earth and conveyed along by some unseen
power. He could see no one, but he felt as if carried by some
one. The child, he said, seemed to enjoy the wonderful journey,
and to know those who were conveying them ; they were some of
those with whom Jesus was often heard speaking in the Egyptian
temple.
The young boy seemed to know me at once. I asked him if he
had seen me before. "Yes," he said, " when my aged father
wrote letters to thee, I saw thee reading them." This was another
proof to me that he was indeed the Great One long promised to our
fathers in Egypt and in Persia, and indeed over all the East. "It
shall be my duty to give thee all the knowledge that I am able to
impart; but thou, beloved, hast that within thee that I or my
brethren cannot attain to, Nevertheless, I shall endeavour to
teach thee." But I felt my weakness, and thus I prayed-" 0,
Almighty Father of Spirits, source of all truth, enable me, by
the help of thy ministering angels, to become the teacher and
guide of thy Son, the long-promised Deliverer.
It was a custom with us when visited by distinguished strangers
to hold a holy festival, the pleasures of which were not produced
by indulgence in wine, the feast consisting only of herbs and fruit,
.and water from the gushing fountain; while, if there was aught
that could intoxicate, it was only the sound of the sacred anthem
which rose towards heaven from the voices of the holy brotherhood The stranger on these occasions was placed in the centre
of a circle formed by the principal Magi, outside of which were
other circles, composed of brethren according to station in the
Order ; whilst outside of these were circles, first of the holy
women and the wives of the Magi, and then of the children. A
lamb, decorated with fresh flowers, emblem of innocence and
purity, was placed in the space between the various circles, and
each one who had children, in tum, laid their hands on the lamb,
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vowing to bring up their offspring in a knowledge of tht: true God.
After partaking of the fruits, both fresh and preserved, and drinking of pure water, the elder Magi welcomed the strangers to the
Holy Circle, after which an address was given on the purity of our
worship and the harmony of our doctrines with the truth of God,
as shown in the creation, animate and inanimate. Accordingly, on
the arrival of Issha and the youthful Jesus, we held a festival.
We of the Persian religion believed in a threefold manifestation
of the Godhead, and this formed at all times a subject for our
deepest meditation. But now, here stood one in our midst whom
we looked upon as the Son of God, the Prince, the Leader so long
promised to man, for every epistle sent from our venerable Egyptian brother had been read to the assembled Magi, who were
accordingly prepared to receive this visit, and very much did we
venerate the holy man for his work and labour of love.
Wlzat u•as flu age of J'esus a/flu time riferred to 1
The child was about eight years old at the time.
Was lite pradiu of (e/ibtuy enfor(ed or /aught by /h.: Magi 1
No; we did not teach celibacy. We looked on woman as the
help-meet for man. I, alas, had been deprived at once of both
wife and child ; but I was attended to and received help from
several handmaidens.
In reply to a remark made Oil a dis(ourse in (/tur(h fltat day, lu
said1 heard, through the medium, the discourse on the Apocalypse.
If you have not the same things taking place in your churches
now, there is something wrong with your churches. Put yourselves in the same position as the early followers of Jesus the
Nazarene, and he will send his angels to bless you; then would
you have the power to "work miracles"; then would come that
Golden Age, when Spirits will be able to communicate with man,
and man be able to elevate his thoughts towards the high and
the holy Unseen.
We will not proceed further to-night.
May the peace of God be upon you and may you be guided to
follow Jesus in truth !
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I2lh March, I87I.
Jesus begins to study under Hafed-Roman Oppression-The Early Lessons
of Jesus-Issha leaves Persia- His Parting Address-An InvocationJesus as a Scholar-His profound Wisdom.

THE boy being now committed to my care, I proceeded to
instruct him in Persian literature and theology, and also in the
manners and customs of the country in which he was to be a
dweller for some time. This was necessary in view of his future
public ministry ; and it was in accordance with the mind of the
Great Spirit that, as a preparation for the work, he should know
the trials that mankind were subjected to, not merely the trials of
physical life, but those also which affect men spiritually.
Our country at that time, trampled under the iron hoof of the
Romans, was the victim of the evil spirit of war, and groaning
under the oppressor. But Persia had also been guilty of the
same-she, too, had her day of power. Now it was Rome.
But others were to arise and trample her in the dust. Oh, that
men were wise and holy in heart, then-and then only-may we
look for justice and mercy in the Earth.
My beloved pupil had been well indoctrinated by my aged
friend, not only in the theology of Egypt, but also iri that of the
Hebrews; for Egypt was at that time in possession of one of the
best translations of the Hebrew records-the work of Jewish
doctors, who had become dwellers in that country after the death
of Alexander the Grecian, when his kingdom was divided. My
Egyptian friend had even instructed him in the prophecies concerning himself, as these were found in the Hebrew books; and
day after day he recei\·ed confirmation from the Spirit in the
Sacred Grove.
At last the time came when my venerable friend should leave
Persia for his native land. We all assembled to bid him farewell.
I well remember the good old man as he looked me in the face and
said-" Our parting will be short. My sand is nearly run. I can
see almost the minutes of my time here ; but in a few short years
we shall meet in Paradise, that blessed resting-place about which
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you have taught me. Oh, for the happy time when we shall
meet in the glorious land, when we shall look towards Earth, and
watch its progress in light and love, waiting for its redemption to
goodness and the communion of spirits with man. Meanwhile,
my friend, I must return to the land of Egypt-that land which
has been glorious in wisdom, though not in goodness ; for has not
even her priests, her sacred teachers, lent themselves to the
crushing of poor humanity? Oh, for a hundred years to speak on
Earth I Would I not make Egypt ring with the good news? But
yet I shall, for the uttermost ends of Earth will know I have lived.
Farewell, my brother! My best of friends, farewell! Farewell,
my beautiful, my darling son-thou who hast instructed me! The
time cometh when thou shalt tread that land which hath cast thee
out, and there shalt thou kindle a flame which will lighten the
world. Though I go to Egypt, and there die, I will in spirit aid
thee in the trials and troubles that will assuredly come upon thee.
I am not afraid to leave thee with my friend Hafed. He will
instruct thee in the knowledge of many things that will be good
for thee, my son, to learn. So, farewell ! When I leave this frail
body thou wilt know of it. We shall meet again."
With these words he fell on my neck and wept When we
parted he grasped the wonderful boy, and holding him aloft to
God, he cried-" The charge committed to me I now deliver up.
Behold, with Thy help have I done my .duty ! For I know Thou
art ever near me. I thank and adore Thee, 0 Great and Good !
Bless all around me, as Thou seest they need. God of love and
peace; but not of war, Thou who hast done so much for me,
carry me back in peace to mine own land, that there I may take
leave of my friends and brethren before I cast off this frail body !
And, 0 Great Father, when free, enable me to come back in
spirit"
He had joined a company of merchants, and was a good way
on the journey before we finally parted. I saw him looking
behind from the back of the animal which bore him along, and
felt deeply the great bereavement which had befallen me, in being
separated from one whom I had long looked upon as almost
supernatural. There was such a sublimity in his countenanceso pure, so unworldly; in bodily appearance so venerable, with his
long silvery locks and beard, and the white garment that covered
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him, that he always reminded me of him who had been so long
my Spirit Guide ; and of her whose memory was ever dear to me.
After our usual morning worship, I began the duty I had undertaken of educating the Prince. He appeared somewhat downcast
when his aged tutor left us, but got more cheerful towards the close
of the day. He began his studies with spirit, and day after day
it was my great privilege to instruct him, not only in a knowledge
of the Persian language, but of the natural sciences, of the objects
which met our view on the Earth's surface, and of the heavenly
bodies which bespangled the sky; but oftentimes I thought he
seemed to know much more concerning some things than I did
myself, and whether this arose from quick natural perception, or
by a special spirit influence, I could hardly determine. Many of
my brethren were astonished at the profound wisdom displayed
by this child, and so great was the impression made on them, that
he was even admitted to the <;entre altar in the Sacred Grovethe first child who had ever looked on the holy place. But he
(the heavenly being) who came, knew him; and many a thing
took place there which it would be wrong in me to mention at
present, seeing they refer to matters in the Spirit-life. I speak of
things of Earth now.
Wert 'Josph ami Mary still ruidml in Egypt 1
His mother and Joseph were at the time still resident in Egypt.
I can go no further. . Heaven bless you, and preserve you from
all evil.
·

26th March, r87r.
Jesus acquires a knowledge of the Persian Language, Religion, and Laws-A
Story about Young Jesus-He preaches to the People-Under Spirit
influence-His wonderful Cures.

young pupil was, unlike the most of children, always intent
on acquiring knowledge; and yet, strange to say, he ever displayed
a wisdom that made me feel that he was the teacher and I was
the taught. He was certainly a wonderful boy, and everything
THE
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that could be desired as a mortal. Under my instruction he soon
acquired a knowledge of our language, religion, and laws, to such
an extent and in so short a time as to excite surprise in others.
But my brethren and myself, who were acquainted with the circumstances, looked for nothing else. I opened up to him the
doctrines of Zoroaster, revealed the mysteries of the Magi, and
taught him what I knew of natural law. Our studies at times
partook of the supernatural, as it is now termed. But even then
there were some of the Magi who, not being so highly favoured
as others, looked upon some of our statements as strange. Though
all serving God in some way, and all qualified to teach the ordinary lessons peculiar to our religion, they were not all cognisant
of that angelic communion and spirit power which I and some
others had been privileged to experience-a power so great as in
many cases almost .to lead some to look upon these angels as
Gods.
One morning-a glorious summer morning-while the sun was
gilding the plains with golden hues, and while as yet the dewdrops
hung in pearly beauty on bough and bush and leaf-while we were
all engaged at our usual morning worship, the boy strayed from
the Grove and wandered out into the fields. Here he had met
with a shepherd in great consternation and perplexity in regard to
the loss of some lambs, which he thought had been carried off by
some of the wild animals. The little boy, seeing the evident distress on the face of the man, asked him what was the matter.
The shepherd was surprised to hear such a question from a child,
and told him he was afraid he could not solve the difficulty. But
he was astonished at the reply of the child : " Why neglect your
flock, and allow your lambs to stray? But, know they are safe.
There is One above all who careth even for your lambs. Go forward
to yonder hill, and there you will find them." The shepherd, who
'Yent as the child directed, returned with his lambs rejoicing ; and
telling the story to his neighbours, the subject excited general
interest : so much so, that the King of Persia requested that he
should be sent to him.
Shortly after this I, along with others of the Magi, went out at
sunset to enjoy a walk in the cool evening air. As we proceeded
we saw, what was singular in Persia, a large assemblage of people.
Drawing near, I beheld my little pupil perched on the stones of an
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old altar, and addressing the people. I was amazed, and much
more so, when I heard the words which proceeded from him. He
spoke of the worlds above, and the bright mansions prepared for
the spirits of the good, an.d of his Father's love for all; and called
on the people to bring forth their sick that they might be healed.
As I drew still nearer, I beheld a sight I never forgot. Were my
eyes deceiving me? There, beside the boy, stood my friend, the
Old Egyptian Priest, habited in white, and appearing to dictate
every word the boy was uttering. I ran eagerly forward to embrace him, but his well known form melted away. Amazed, I
inquired if he was not really present. " Yes," said the child, " he
is present in spmt He will meet thee at midnight in the Grove."
(He had gone home to Egypt, where he had left the body, and
was now in Spirit-life. But I will have more to say on this shortly.)
He then stepped off the altar. Had any one but those of the
Sacred Order dared to have occupied the same position it would
have been death; such was the veneration shown by the people
for the sacredness of the altar; but they were wonder-struck,
and no one touched the boy. I mounted the heap of stones and
spoke to the assembly:-" People of Persia, you are highly blessed
this day. The Son of God has appeared before you. Be not
afraid, I am not turning away from my old faith;" and then I
told them how I and my two brethren had been commissioned
from the Highest to welcome the birth of the Prince of Peace,
and spoke of the great mission and work he was destined to
accomplish for the world. While thus I spoke, the people cried
out, "It is true! it is true!" and then they declared the extraordinary cures he had been making, and many of his wonderful
sayings and doings. Then was I astonished. Why, thought I,
should he be destined for Judea-wicked, rebellious Judea? 0!
why not sent to Persia ? But God knoweth best So let us praise
Him, for He doeth all things well.
As Ar&hmagus, did you prea&h what was afterwards Rft()1tm as
the dtxtrines of Christi
Even as Chief of the Magi, I had long held and taught these
doctrines; and no one meddled with me until I proclaimed him
from whom those doctrines carne.
We will go no farther to-night. [Bmdiai4n.]
K
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27/k April, 1871.
Jesus Admitted as one of the Magi-Proclaims Himself a Creature-Letters
from his Parents-Jesus leaves Persia-His Fame-The Start-A Night
to be Remembered-A Vision of the Better Land-The Great Temple" Yonder is my Throne I" Qwstion: Hafed a "Cbristian."-Jesus and
the Esseniaos.

WE must hurry on, for we have many different individuals to in-

troduce, and I have also to speak of Rome, which we have never
as yet looked at. Now, however, we have to do with Jesus, our
Prince, to whom all homage on both sides is due . . . . . .
Men in past times have built a wall-have barred the way to free
intercourse between Earth and Heaven. That wall is now crumbling-the barrier is being removed; for the darkness of superstition must give way before the advent of S2irit communion.
The youth gave such diligent heed to the various lessons
which were laid before him, consisting of the lore of the Magi
and the laws of Persia, that he was, notwithstanding his nationality
admitted as one of the Magian brotherhood. Indeed, he was
looked upon by my brethren as more than man-as God. But I
stood out against them in this, and he himself protested-" I am
but a boy. My Father in the Heavens created me-he also created
you. But I am sent to do a special work; the path is before me;
and He will strengthen me for my work."
Having received letters from Egypt from his reputed father and
his mother, in which they expressed a desire that he should be
sent back to them, I resolved to return with him myself by way
of Greece ; for my young charge was earnestly desirous of getting
some insight into the manners and customs of the people, whose
history and literature I had opened up to him. His father had
heard of the death of Herod (we knew of it in the Sacred Grove),
and he thought it right that he should return to Judea. But it
was in a bad state-murder, rapine, and every evil were rampant
Truly they needed a deliverer ! Alas, that they should have
spumed him who was sent to save them I
The fame of the youth had by this time spread over all Persia;
from the king downwards all loved him, for he had always a kind
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word and a helping hand for all with whom he met; and when it
became known that he was about to leave Persia for his own
country presents from high and low were sent to him. Poor he
was when he came amongst us, but he left us enriched He was,
indeed, rich in mental gifts when he came from Egypt, but he left
Persia richly endowed with all the learning which the Magi could
instil.
At length the day came when we should leave Persia. At early
mom the holy anthem was raised to the Great and Good Creator,
the Father of all, and the Father of the young boy bending with
us before the sacred altar. After the service we made preparation
to depart on our journey. We started about mid-day-a time of
the day not usually taken, on account of the excessive heat.
Many wondered why I should do so. I could not tell ; I felt a
desire to depart-to seek for solitude. My young companion felt
as I did, and our attendants (for we had three or four camels)
were evidently of the same mind. When we did go off, wonderful to tell, we found the air as cool as at midnight We rode on
for some time, and arrived at a quiet still glade, in which we
found a grove of trees and a gushing rivulet. Refreshing ourselves at the cool stream, we retired to the centre of the grove,
and there we rested for the night
0 blessed, precious night ! If ever mortal got a glimpse of
Heaven it was that night Men of grovelling natures might say" Delusion ! fancy !" and so on. But I know I was awake, and
so was Jesus. I was privileged to see that night what I had never
seen before-nor after, till I finally entered in. I had indeed seen
the warriors of the Spirit-host marshalled in the air, as I have
already stated to you. But now we had not only angel visitants,
but their glorious abode was opened to our view.
As we lay and gazed on the star-bespangled sky, we talked
concerning the great World of Spirits, and wonderfully did this
boy describe that which he remembered of his previous existence,
and greatly was I astonished at the knowledge he had of the stars
which over-canopied us. I thought I knew much of the heavenly
bodies, but he knew more. And while we thus communed, the
gates of Heaven appeared to be thrown open to our gaze. Cities
-golden cities, with which not one of all Earth's cities can be for
a moment compared-glittering with precious stones, and with
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streets of dazzling brightness, rose up to view ; but how can I
picture to you the appearance of the multitudinous host of bright
and glorified spirits, clothed in flowing white robes, and a glory
around them even beyond the glory of the Holy Spirit of the
Grove ! Towering aloft, we saw a mighty Temple, the walls of
which were of crystal and precious stones. (I find I cannot now
describe it, even to give you the barest conception of its strength
and beauty.) • And in the midst ·of this magnificent Temple
there stood a Throne; and around this centre, as far as the eye
could reach over the vast amphitheatre, thousands upon thousands of holy ones stood, whose countenances reflected the light
which proceeded from the Throne. Seeing all this, I was awestruck; and when my youthful charge turned to me and said" Father, yonder is my throne!" I could not help expressing my
belief that he was more than mortal. "Nay, my father," said he,
" I am just such as you are-but I was before you. I will return
to that bright abode before you be taken away, but in due· time
you shall meet me there. Now you have beheld my throne, and
you will yet see me seated thereon to give forth judgment to the
kings of the Earth." On the steps of the Temple my eyes rested
on the form of my old friend, the Egyptian Priest ; he appeared
as a priest, :md he is even now a priest, engaged in the upraising
of his brethren ; but of this I will not say more till I give you
my own experience as a disembodied spirit
in rtply /o a quulion, k said....:..
I had long been what you would call a "Christian,'' though
still holding on to what is called the "fire-worship"; but that must
not be confounded with idolatry-fire was held by the Persians
as symbolical of God.
Did Y~sus ro~ com~ t"n con/ad with Ill~ p~opl~ cal/~d Essmiilns 1
Yes; he visited the Essenians, but only stayed with them for a
short time-a mere visit. That took place when he finally left
· me; when he was residing with his parents, and occasionally
labouring with Joseph in the handicraft of this Medium.
I must stop for to-night.
May it be yours to enjoy the light and love which cometh from
the Great Fountain !
• For a fuller description of this Temple, see the 47th, 48th, and 49th Sittings.
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f&itttng .
2ISI 'J1i11e, I87 T.

Hafed and Jesus in Greece-Back to Egypt-Rome-Her Religion and Worship-koman Slavery-Roman Sports-Effect of Contact with the '
Medium-Hafed True to his First Love.

THERE was little of interest in our journey towards Greece, and
from thence to Rome and Egypt On arriving at the Temple I
missed him who had so long been its chief light. He had adorned
his profession by active and earnest efforts in the cause of God,
by his endeavours to raise his fellow-countrymen from their low and
brutish condition ; for, with all her past greatness and learning,
the people were woefully sunk in darkness. Egypt, at one time
the mightiest of nations and the enslaver of others, was now, like
many other countries, crushed beneath the heel of Rome. Even
Persia, though still owning a crowned head, was bound fast under
Rome's iron-yoke. Such is the hand of God as seen in the
~istory of nations. Though my venerable friend Issha was away,
we found his place occupied by the noble young man [Hermes] in
whose education I had taken some interest, and of whose character
and attainments I have already spoken.
I think it will be well, at present, to allude to Rome, to whom
many nations had submitted, inasmuch as they were paying tribute
to her, and amongst these were Persia, Egypt, and the greater
part of Greece.
Rome had been founded by Romulus six or seven hundred years
before. Although but the leader of a wild band of freebooters, he
displayed no small amount of wisdom in his government They
were a hardy race of men; delighting in conquest, and striving to
subject all to their sway. In this they were but too successful.
The Romans, though far back in religion, very soon borrowed
from the nations with whom they mingled. Their theology fell
very far short of that of Greece or Egypt, with all their idols.
Mars, as may well be imagined, was the great object of adoration
in Rome. The worship of Bacchus was characterised by scenes
of devilish and riotous obscenity, in which men and women,
naked and drunken, with their senses stolen away, became worse
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than the beasts. But Rome had other Gods-Diana (from
Greece), Venus, and many others, the worship of these being
somewhat similar to that practised in Greece and other countries.
Though some of the nations had been tyrannised over by their
kings, it was left for Rome to enslave her own working people I
Their governors, as a general rule, were men who delighted in
blood, and most of them were taken away either by the assassin's
knife or the poisoned cup. They never seemed to die naturallyall went as they liked to see others go. Their very amusements
were bloody : you have but to look at their arenas, where men in
the image of God were made to fight with ferocious beasts.
Wherever these Romans went there they planted an arena for the
exhibition of their savage sport. There it was where so many of
the followers of the Prince of Peace suffered and died, rather than
renounce their faith. Their's was but a short suffering ; while
many of their persecutors suffer to this day, grovelling in spirit
darkness still. But only His light can penetrate that deep darkness and bring them relief.
Even when led into the arena, and savage beasts let loose upon
me, I might have caused them to crouch and fall back ; but why
keep back my glorious change?* It was better for me then to go.
It appears to me that some of my Earth passions revive when
coming in contact with the mortal body thus. I get angry at the
remembrance of the unheard-of cruelties to which we were subjected for our adherence to what we believed to be true. But
why should I speak? Where could one be found readier than I
was to shed the blood of those who opposed me? Even in old
age, as a follower of Jesus, I could have propagated my faith in
him at the point of the sword ; but I was restrained ; I ever felt
the presence of my holy Guide. My beloved angel wife, also, was
ever near, and led me aright
Ah, if those who have had a virtuous wife taken from them
could but realise her spirit presence, they never would seek to
put another in her place. The sacred vow of true wedlock is
never broken. Though the one is in Heaven and the other on
Earth, the bond is fast and firm. Many, alas ! are brought together, when no real union of hearts exists. But it is folly to
• Here the Medium seemed greatly excited.
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imagine that they are man and wife. My wife was still the same;
she felt for me in Heaven as much as ever she had done on
Earth. Realising this, I was ever happy even amidst difficulties
and cruel persecution.
I cannot use him longer to-night
The blessing of God and the peace of the Prince, my Lord, be
upon you!

tcbirtietb

~ttting.
utlz yuly, x871.

Back to Judea-Visit to Jerusalem-The Jewish Doctors-The Gospel Narrative Amplified-The Learned Boy-Haled Submits to Jesus-Disputa·
tions with the Jewish Doctors-Departure from Jerusalem-A Letter
(dir«l) from Jesus to Haled. QwJiion: Sacred Books of the Jews.

I AM afraid I am beginning to weary you by this extended recital
of an old man's story ; but I must still continue this narrative of
my Earth experiences for a little longer. I feel as if my old zeal
were awakened on behalf of my country, and her literature and
religion; and I can hardly restrain myself when brought to speak
of the early Earth-life of my Prince, my beloved charge, Jesus the
Nazarene. You must therefore bear with me.
As I stated, we travelled through Greece to Rome, and from
thence to Egypt, which I visited chiefly for the purpose of doing
honour at his grave to the memory of my aged friend (for he requested that his body should be buried-not embalmed).* We
then set out for Judea, so that I might hand over my charge to
his parents.
It was about the time of the celebration of the Passover when
we arrived; and, as was the custom, great numbers of the people
of Judea went up to Jerusalem to observe it Jesus and his parents
went up, and I accompanied them ; for I was desirous of coming
in contact with the learned men whom I expected to find there.
During the Passover, it was evident the boy, who was now about
twelve years old, loved to be with me ; not that he displayed any
lack of love or reverence towards his parents, but he had been
for a long time under my care and that of my old Egyptian friend,
• See 78th Sitting.
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and hence a bond of sympathy had been formed which not even
a mother's love could easily dissolve. As may naturally be supposed, I found my way to the place where the learned teachers of
the people discussed various questions of a religious character.
Though taking no part, I heard the discussions with great interest,
and was glad of the opportunity afforded to my young companion
of coming in contact with those who, in Hebrew literature and
religion, were capable of adding to the instruction which I had
endeavoured to instil in regard to the history and faith of his own
countrymen. These doctors were men of considerable ability, and
proud of their position as a God-chosen people ; but, alas ! even
at this time, their land was a scene of anarchy and the wildest
outrage, robbery, and bloodshed Truly, there was more cause
for humility than for pride and vain glory. We attended from
day to day, and with increasing interest, for many of the topics
discussed were just those with which I could not be expected to
have so much acquaintance as these Jewish doctors.
Towards the end of the Passover, the father and mother of
Jesus having expressed their intention of soon leaving the city for
their own home, I thought, before finally parting from them, I
should like to visit the place where the young child first saw the
light of the earthly sphere, and there meditate on the many wonderful things which had since transpired. This I accomplished
about a day before the Passover ended. Coming back to the city,
I went to the Temple, as I had been accustomed to do, and was
surprised when I beheld the young lad (whom I had left in charge
of his parents} in the midst of the learned disputants, putting such
questions and giving such answers as fairly to silence these vene.rable fathers of the Hebrew nation. I really smiled as I looked
on their dumfoundered faces. Ah, where had this boy gained
his knowledge of these things? His teachings must have come
from the World of Spirits-they were not of Earth. They must be
from the Great and Holy Spirit, the Source of all Truth, the Ruler
of the Universe. I took no part in the discussions: I was entranced-! could say nothing, and ~ondered to see the greyhaired venerable men sitting, as it were, powerless before this
mere child.
We attended on the following day also, and at its close I made
enquiries about his parents, but found from information given to
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me that they had left the city. I proposed that we should follow,
so that he might be able to rejoin their company; but to this he
at once objected. I was astonished, for never before had he
rejected my counsel; and the thought began to rise in my mindIs he really becoming vain of the gifts bestowed so liberally on
him? As if he perceived what was passing through my mind, he
at once turned to me and said-" Father, I have always been
obedient to you, and shown you the reverence which is due to
you ; and when you leave this world, and your eyes become open
to the truth, you shall see why I thus act. Let this for the present
suffice you : I am sent to do the work assigned to me, and for this
. work I must prepare myself; so, then, I must obey God rather
than man." Bending before him, I said I would stay till he decided to leave.
Next morning, after the ablutions customary in the East, and
our morning meal, we went again to the Hall, and there we found
assembled the disputants of the previous days, ready, with fresh
arguments, to meet him ; for he had told them that he would
again be there. Many questions were put to him in reference to
other countries, and the religious ideas entertained by the peoples
of other lands, and astonishing were the replies made by this gifted
boy. Bigoted and intolerant as these Hebrews were, they had
got their ideas from the right source; but they were unworthy
of t:1e privileges conferred on them, and became blind even to the
predictions contained in their own books; for when he referred to
certain sayings of their prophets concerning himself, they did not
appear to understand him. He, with great eloquence, also discoursed on the theology of the Egyptians, showing how they had
corrupted the truth by their idolatry; and in speaking of Persia
and her people, he repelled the idea that they worshipped the sun,
that it was merely accounted by us as the fittest emblem, or symbol, of the Universal Father, who showered his favours on all
alike. While thus engaged, his parents, who had come back to
the city in search of him (having only missed him when some
distance on their way) entered, and chided him for his behaviour
to them. He meekly bore with their complaints, only saying" Know ye not that I must be about my Father's.business ?" To
this saying they did not appear to pay much attention. Turning
to me, be said-" Now friend, Hafed, let us begone."
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So we left Jerusalem-! for the last time, till I became a
follower of Jesus-not that I was not then what you call a
" Christian," but I was not yet in the position of publicly teaching
the truth as exhibited in his subsequent career. I accompanied
them on their return for some distance, and then parted with my
beloved charge and his parents, they to go to their own home in
Galilee, and I to return to my native land
Two years thereafter I received a letter from the young lad,
which will be given to you, with the assistance of the English
Artist, in your own language, by Direct Spirit Writing.
[The promised letter-a condensation of the original, which
was much longer, we were told-was at length given at a sitting
on znd March, 1875• and is as follows]:".Dear Fallzu

"I smd my

Haf~d,

gr~ding

unto you. Grac~ 6~ willz you, mucy and
God liz~ Falkr of all. I lzav~ many //zings lo writ~ u11/o
you. Sin&~ I cam~ lzom~ lo my p~opl~, I oflm pray for liz~ lim~ 1/za/
I may m~d you one~ mor~ 6if1Jr~ I 6tgi11 my 1uork lz~rt. Tlz~ la1uis
of EoPI and Pusi'a ar~ tl~ar unto m~,Jor 1/w-~ I pass many happy
hours in communion willz IM~ and our Falkr liz~ E!JYplia11.
".D~ar Falkr, wlzm I look around on our p~opl~, and s~~ lzow jar
1/zry lzav~ sunll 6m~allz IM 1zations wlziclz I lzaz·~ visil~tl, in sin anti
i11iquily, I w~ary for liz~ lim~ 1ulzm my labour shall 6tgin; but 6ifor~
tlzallim~ I shall visillltte agati1, wlzm w~ slzalllrav~l into IM East.
"I smd 1/zis willz a carava11 wlziclz is a6ou/lo star/ for your country. Salul~ all liz~ 6rdlzrm llzal ar~ willz you. Grace 6~ willz you.
Amm.
"JEsus THE SoN ov JosEPH." •

p~ac~ from

In r~ply /o a question, Haf~d saidYou may rely, as I have before said, more on the prophetic
portions of the Hebrew records than on the historical. But the
whole as handed down to your day, should be prized by you as
embodying the most valuable records of Spiritual sayings and
doings of byegone times; and esteem them also as upholding the
same theory of Spirit communion which you yourselves seek to
advance. [.Bmedidion.]
• AftK·simil~ of this letter, with an account of the conditions under which
it was produced by the Spirit, will be found in the AfilmdiK.
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tcbirt~::tlrst ~itttng.
28th

yuty, 1871.

The Old Feelings will out-Hafed's Return-Spirit Revelations-Jesus ~in
Visits Persia-Hafed Describes Him-Tban~ving Festival in PerstaThe Magian Welcome-The Pupil and his Tutor again-Humility of
Jesus-A Night to be Remembered. Qwslion: Transmission of Persian
Ideas through the Medium.

I WAS once more back to my beloved Persia, and amongst my
own countrymen, in whose welfare, politically and socially, I ever
felt an abiding interest. How often, even from the steps of the
Sacred Altar, have I witnessed the invading bands of Rome
ravaging and laying waste the land which gave me birth ; and,
alas l how often have I been tempted to take up the sword again
in her defence ! But no ; I knew my doom. Still, when I speak
of those times, through this Medium, I cannot restrain myself;
my old feelings will come back, and I again feel as a mortal man.
0 that man would bridle those passions that lead to war and that
banish peace, without which no man nor nation can prosper; for
he who crushes must inevitably be crushed. And yet, hard it is
for the true patriot to stand still and see his native land trodden
down by the ruthless invader !
But once more was I a dweller amongst those beautiful valleys
and mountains-the shepherd with his sheep. They had longed
. much for my return again, to lead them in the ways of wisdom ;
and I had much to tell them, not only of that better land to come,
but of much that appertained to the history and condition of other
countries which I had visited. With the exception of the art of
war, we were not, indeed, far behind the foremost. But nation
after nation goes on rising and falling in the great scale ; and so
it will be until the good time comes when, by Spirit intercourse,
Paradise will be established on Earth, and all shall live under the
banner of the Prince of Peace.
A few years rolled on, during which I had become acquainted
with many wonderful things done by the Prince-even the Prince
of Heaven and of Earth-through means of the communications
received from the spiritual beings I have before referred to.
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Amongst these was my old friend, the Egyptian Priest, who frequently appeared to me, in such a tangible shape, that, but for the
effulgence of light which beamed from his face, I might have forgotten that he was not in the body. We spent many a happy
hour together. As we sat within the Grove he told me of things
I never knew before-of some things that related to the Spirit
World-(now becoming known to you, 0 favoured ones !);-but
of these I will not now speak, forming as they do a portion of my
life story in the Spirit World, and which will be afterwards given.
In a letter which I had received from Jesus, he expressed a
wish that I should travel with him to the East; and, having received my promise to do so, he once more arrived in Persia. He
would be about eighteen years of age at this time, a tall, finelooking young man. He was complete in education. Indeed, I
question if any one in the whole civilised world at that time was
at all able to compete with him. He could speak and teach in a
number of languages, and was conversant with many subjects and
branches of subjects, of which very few knew anything, except
the priests and other learned men.
It was one of our customs in Persia to set apart a day
once a-year, as a season of thanksgiving for the ingathering of
the fruits of the Earth, when the Great and Bountiful Giver of
all good might be acknowledged for his favours to the children of
men; and it was my duty, as Chief Magi, about the time of the
setting sun, and before our evening prayers, to deliver an address
suitable to the occasion. But knowing that Jesus was coming,
arrangements were made to welcome him once more. A company of the younger Magi went out to meet him: and I am certain
no king ever received such a welcome as was accorded to this
Hebrew youth. He was carried in triumph, and with many demonstrations of joy and gladness, to our holy hill, where I with
others had remained waiting to receive him. But, before I had
time to express a word of welcome, he raised himself, and began
to speak to those who had gathered around him. And how shall
I be able to give you an idea of the marvellous eloquence with
which the words of wisdom fell from his lips! No man of woman
born had ever given utterance to such words. He took up the
subject on which I had intended to address the people, and in
tones of tenderness and affection he discoursed of the love of the
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Great Father in sending to his children the food convenient for
them; crowning with his choicest blessings the labours of the diligent; and, in so doing, drawing their hearts upwards to Himself,
·the great Source of all truth and goodness.
You must remember he did not treat the subject of his address
from a Jewish point of view, but from the Persian; insomuch that
some were heard to say that this was Zoroaster raised again, and
teaching better and purer doctrines than ever he had done to the
people of old.
On the going down of the sun, he retired with me to my cell.
We wished to have a quiet season of communion together, when
he might talk over all that had taken place since we parted Ah,
methinks I see him now, as he, with all the simplicity and humility that marked his every action, flung himself on the ground at
my feet, and leaning his arm on my knees, looked up into· my
face-his countenance beaming with filial love and reverence. I
besought him to rise. But no; that was his place, he said. I
told him it became me rather to bend before him, for had he not
just shown us that he could outstrip us all, even in the doctrines of
Zoroaster l But I found him firm to his purpose. " I still love
(he said) to look on you with reverence. You are one of the few
who understand why I am here, and who I am; for there are not
many in this world to whom such mysteries have been revealed.
But the time will come when the darkness that now covers the
Earth shall be dispelled by that Sun, whose beams will yet give
light to the sons of men. Alas ! how sad to see man going down
headlong in darkness to destruction,-with nothing to touch his
heart of stone. Instead of being drawn towards Him who s1,1stains
them, and loves them with all a Father's love, men fly from Him
as from an enemy. 0 for the coming of the day when I shall be
prepared, my Father, to go forth to the work that Thou hast given
me to do!"
We were the witnesses of many a lovely vision that night-a
night not to be forgotten. It seemed a very Paradise. I have
nothing with which I can compare it In the midst of the heavenly
vision, we saw our friend, the Old Egyptian Priest, clothed in
robes of celestial brightness. The form of my beloved wife
also came before us, in angelic beauty ; and we likewise beheld my Spirit Guide, and many others besides. Sweet was
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our intercourse with the spirits of the blessed on that memorable
night
Two days afterwards we set off on ouP. journey to the East.
Our path lay through many a lovely valley, and it being about the
time when the fruits of the earth were gathered in, we found
Nature exhibiting her most gracious aspect, causing joy and gladness to break forth on the faces of all. But I must stop for tonight
· In answu to a questjqn as to the Medium's trans/atjqn Dj lz~ t"dtas,
Hizftd saidYes; our poetical language gets lost in trying to convey my
ideas to you through the Medium. It is impossible to find words
in your language to give full expression to words in ours.
[Bmtdidion.]

25th August, 1871.
They Depart for the East- Magian Diversities-Ancient ConservativesAft'ghanistan-The Bolan Pass-Cashmere-Hermits and Others-India
the Source of Civilisation and Spiritual Light-The Plains of India-Use
of Temples Questioned-Temple of the Elephants-Reflections on Indian
Worship-Jesus acquires Knowledge from the Old Records of lndiaQws/iQtr: Cashmere-How the Magi were Supported-Means of Travelling.

IN our journey eastward through Persia, my young friend, being
ever on the search for knowledge, w~ made it our study to call at
various places of interest-these being chiefly places where communities of Magi were established, in our intercourse with whom
we had something to learn; for though all bearing the same name,
the Magi were very varied in their opinions on minor matterssomething like yourselves at the present day. But wherever we
went, we always found some among these communities far beyond
their fellows in their conceptions of things-men of a progressive
character, with minds open to receive truth, and ready to proclaim
it boldly when received Others, again, grovelled in the dust of
past ages, and stuck fast to that in which they had been educated,
believing as their fathers believed, without the slightest desire to
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advance. Of course, all my sympathies were with the former, as
you may readily conceive; for with the spiritual guidance and
training I had been privileged to enjoy, in which the unseen world
had been so much laid open to me, I would have proved a most
unworthy recipient indeed had I not been a pioneer of the great
arm 'i of truth.
·
We arrived in Affghanistan, a district to the east of Persia, in
several places of which we found colonies, or settlements, of my
countrymen; and as we found them good Zoroastrians we received·
from them the most hospitable treatment.
In journeying from Affghanistan towards the Plains of Hindostan, we were compelled to make our way through many difficulties and dangers. But, starting in the autumn, we avoided the
burning summer heat that we might otherwise have. been subjected
to, a5 well ~ the winter snow. One of the mountain passes,
famed in history, called the Bolan Pass, was at least fifty miles in
length; it was narrow and rugged, while the rocky walls towered
upwards a thousand feet
Having got through this famous pass, which we accomplished in
three days, we found ourselves in Cashmere. I had been there
at an earlier period of my life, but it was reached by a different
route. I had long wished to spend a short time amid its lovely
mountains and valleys. It was indeed a paradise, but for the
people who inhabited it Ah me ! how often are such lovely spots
turned into very ·hells by the wickedness of man !
We visited some of the most beautiful places, where Nature had
clothed herself in robes of beauty and grandeur; and we at the
same time came into contact with the hill tribes, and, in our
intercourse with them, saw much that was interesting and worthy
of note. We also visited several of those holy men who had
retired from the world, and endeavoured thus to serve their Maker.
No doubt they were in this following a wrong course. But we
must not judge these men; they were doing what they believed to
be right Wherever we went, we always found (as we did in Persia,
Greece, Rome, and Judea,) men seeking earnestly for spirit-com_
munion-for Divine light and guidance. But there were others we
met with who, setting aside the One Living and True God, the
Creator and Sole Sustainer of Heaven and Earth, believed in many
gods. Even they, however, when pressed by the arguments we

Digitized by

Coogle

HAFED PRINCE OF PERSIA.

brought to bear on them, were compelled to admit of the One
Great First Cause ; and, in many cases, when we got into greater
familiarity with them and their ideas, we discovered them nearer
to our own way of thinking than we had at first given them credit
for.
I believe India was the great cradle of civilisation, and that it
was also the source from whence sprung the religious or spiritual
light that had flowed towards the West; for, at the time I speak
of, there might still be seen the remains of great temples and
altars, the appearance of which plainly indicated a time, in the
long past, when mankind sought to worship God in truth.
Descending from the Cashmere heights, we found ourselves on
the Plains of India, famed everywhere for their beauty. The
country was well cultivated, and peace and plenty were apparently
enjoyed by the people. The splendid cities which met our \'iew
shone gloriously in the clear atmosphere, especially so when the
rays of the setting sun were reflected by their gilded roofs and
towers ; while the rich verdure all around, and the pure crystal
rivers, taking their rise in the distant mountains, and flowing on
towards the sea, produced the most favourable impression on the
mind of the stranger.
We found many grand and beautiful temples for religious worship, here and there, in our travels.-But will the High and Holy
One dwell in temples made by the hand of man? Is not the
leafy canopy of the grove a fitter representation of the over-arching
heavens? Why expend untold wealth in the erection of buildings
for the worship of Him who is everywhere present? He seeketh
not such temples, the work of men's hands. Better to take the
gold and silver lavished on these gorgeous buildings and help the
poor and down-trodden of Earth's sons. It was not thus we acted
in Persia. We cared for those who needed a helping hand; and
we forgot not the poor slaves-the prisoners of war. This has
been denied ; but I assert it Although prisoners, we were neither
cruel nor harsh towards them.
One of these temples \\·as called the Temple of the Elephants.
It was a vast pile; gorgeously decorated, but not nearly so tasteful
in appearance as the Grecian temples. It was rude, but grand,
with its huge elephants supporting its ·mighty dome. And there
the people assembled to do homage to-a white elephant I I am
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not condemning them. Poor man becomes, in his ignorance, the
servile victim of bewildering by-ways and cross-paths, set up by
self-conceited leaders to suit their own fancies. There are too
many in the Spirit World who pursue a similar course. But woe
unto them, for they shall not escape the inevitable result Woe
unto all who keep back light from the people-starving the souls
of their fellows !
We found the priests of Hindostan to be a very intelligent class,
superior in general to those of Egypt and Persia. They used the
pen; and many of them were deeply versed in a knowledge of
their ancient records, and expounded them. Here it was my
young friend had something to learn ; but the ease with which he
acquired a knowledge of languages was remarkable ; and he was
much my superior in this respect, so that I was greatly indebted
to him for any thing which I picked up, for I was getting oldwearing on for sixty at this time. We found among these sages
some who, from the study of their old records, were looking forward to the coming of a Deliverer of Man. Though they looked
on me as a fire-worshipper, yet they did not hesitate to open up
their books to us, when I explained to them that we were there
for the purpose of gaining a knowledge of their theology.
After gdling lkrouglt Ike Bolan Pass, you say you found yourulf
in Caskmtn. Its boundaria must ltavt btm mort txlmdai
in your day /nan a/ pram/.
!'lations and places change greatly, and were I to return to the
body, I would find that they werevery much changed indeed
Hotu tutrt you providtd wilk /Itt mtans for tmdtrlak1i1g suck
joum')'s 1
I had been about twenty-six years in connection with the Magi,
and had quite a sufficiency of means whereby to undertake such
travels. The Magi received support from the State, and also from
the people, as teachers of youth, but of this I never took a penny.
I required nothing. My possessions brought me in an ample
yearly income for all my wants, and these were not many, for I
was alone, and living was not high. And then I had neither
soldiers nor vassals to feed ; for when I became a brother of the
Magi, I gave away a portion of my possessions to my retainers, so
that they might be able to maintain themselves, but with this condition-that, when called upon, they were to go forth to war.
L
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These travels required a goodly expenditure : much more than
you would require at the present day-as I perceive through my
Medium. We had to carry our money with us, and we were
frequently attacked by robber bands, when both travellers and
merchants suffered. But when travelling with my young friend,
we never wanted; if, by any untoward circumstance, we got into
straits, we were not long in finding relief. This reminds me of an
instance of one of these deliverances. (You must bear with me if
I fail to give you many of these incidents, for it is a very long time
indeed since their occurrence.)
Our company on these journeys was not confined to a few individuals, but frequently numbered many persons; for some of those
who travelled with us had servants to look after the animals that
carried merchandise, tents, &c. In such circumstances, and in
certain districts, water became a prime necessity, and was commonly conveyed in bullocks' skins slung across the backs of
camels. We were passing through a desert in Affghanistan one
day when the heat was excessive; and on coming to a halt, great
was the consternation when it was found that several of the skins,
which were thought to be full of water, were empty-the skins,
while the water had been drained off, not collapsing, but retaining
The careless servants had been thus
their distended shape.
deceived; and here we were in the desert without water! The
guide of the caravan knew of a spring of water, but on reaching
the place, weary and thirsty, we found it dry I Anguish was pictured on every face, for without a speedy supply of water, death
awaited us. I turned to my young friend, and with some excitement said-" This is truly a serious matter-what shall we do?"
"Father," he calmly replied, "it is good that we should suffer."
I demurred somewhat to this idea-l could not see the benefit.
He continued-" When we begin to feel the pangs of thirst, with
no prospect of water, then it is we feel our weakness ; we see the
foolishness of placing reliance on man, and are driven to confide
in Him who is ever desirous to bring back the wanderers to trust
in Him. But have you forgotten the wonderful things that have
been done? These can again be done." Standing beside the dry
spring, he lifted up his eyes to Heaven, and sought help from
· God, and the answer came at once in a column of crystal water
rushing up from the dry spring into the pure air, and descending
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in jets of the glorious life-giving element. So much were the
weary pilgrims astonished at what was done that, forgetting for
the time their burning thirst, they went down on their knees to
lick the dust before this stripling; but he only said-" Rise and
drink."
Did you hold lh~ dodrint of tht Atontmmt-that is, that 'Jesus,
6y his dtath on /Itt Cross, alolltd.for /Itt sins of mankind?
At an after period of my life I held and preached doctrines
somewhat similar to those held by Paul; but now I have changed
my views of the doctrine in question. It is not alone by the
death of Jesus, but by his whole life on earth, that men can be
benefited, and by taking him as their great exemplar. If men
would but follow him-that is, love their fellows and love their
God (for he did all that), then most assuredly, when they pass
away from the mortal body, will they be admitted to the blest
mansions of the just. I believe were Paul here, he would tell you
the same thing. He, too, gave up his life like his Lord; he died
rejoicing in his name, while I was doomed to fight to the death
with savage beasts. Poor things, I really thought more of those
dumb animals than of the embruted men who looked on-seeking
for pleasure in the spectacle of an old, old man contending with
wild beasts. I knew that if I prayed for it, even those hungry
animals would be rendered powerless to harm me. But I was
old and frail, I had nearly run my course ; I had suffered much,
and laboured long in the cause of my Lord and Master, and why
should I not there and then die for his name? My tottering
limbs, if freed from violent death, might enable me to reach some
quiet spot, but it would be but to die ! Better to go at once. I
believe I got easier away from the body by this means than by a
natural decease.
In rtjly to a11olhtr question, ht saidMy young friend, while with me, did not speak of an Atonement.
He may have spoken afterwards of his death as a sacrifice of himself for the truths he taught. I know that he sometimes alluded,
when with me, to the sufferings that he would endure in the course
of his mission.
I shall say no more to-night. May the Great Spirit guide you
and guard you !
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tltbitt~::tbitlJ ~itting.
IJIIt Stpltm6a-, r87r.
ReAectionson Hindoo Worship-Uncouth Gods-India going back-Messages
from the Spirit World-Indian Architecture-Jesus the Founder of a
Universal Kingdom-Bloody Atonements taught in India-A Protest} esus calls for Forbearance.
•

WITH all their idolatrous practices in worship, we found many of
the priests of Hindostan to be men of profound learning. It was
a strange medley. Here a number of learned priests, and there
a splendid temple : the object of worship-an elephant I Well,
for size and strength the elephant is unequalled, but what a miserable object to choose as an emblem of Him, by whose wisdom
and power all things were made, and whose loving hand ever
guides and sustains all ! Strange that men should become blind,
with all their learning, to the manifestations of their Maker, which
meet the eye at every tum.
My young friend and I visited some of the gorgeous temples of
the Brahmins, in which the objects of worship were some ill-shapen,
uncouth figures, the work of their own hands, decked out in the
richest clothing, and jewels of the costliest description. 0 what
folly ! Blocks of wood, carved into ugly and monstrous figures to
represent their God ! It is impossible to conceive how man should
sink into such a pitiful state of degradation. And yet we found
the people so sincere, so honest, in their worship of these hideous
representations of Deity, that we could not but exercise charity
towards them. It was curious, too, to see how cleverly some
of the priests contrived to argue for such a state of things. But
self and love of wealth were the great mainspings of action
amongst these learned priests ; they knew many things, but, for
their own gain, they kept the people in the grossest darkness.
As we stood thus in what, at one time, had been accounted
the centre of civilisation-the source whence had flown westward the stream of knowledge, it was painful to witness this once
enlightened people going down into darkness. But here, methought, stood One who would yet work a reformation in that
system of religion-a religion which had been once pure, but the
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simplicity of which was gone, leaving little but empty forms, with
deception on the one hand, and ignorance on the other. And
yet, notwithstanding this corrupt state of religion, we found in
several of those temples, especially amongst the Brahmins,
mode in use of receiving messages, or oracles, such as you have,
and such as the Egyptians had. Their early records state that
they met in groves, as in Persia, and that there they were taught
lessons of wisdom and truth, which had once been esteemed
and valued. But, setting at nought the Divine light, they became
the oppressors of the poor; and being deprived of the spiritual
food which their fathers had gladly received and dispensed freely
to the people, they fed the ignorant multitude with wretched
husks. Blessed are the nations who preserve the truth; though
trodden in the dust by kings and priests, and accounted worthless
in the eyes of the worldling, the Great One, whose eye is over all,
will raise them from the dust, and set them in a high place.
We visited many cities famed as seats of learning and for the
splendour of their temple worship. The white walls and minarets
of these cities, glittering in the sunbeams, attracted the attention
of travellers while yet distant The architecture was of the most
noble proportions, and excited the admiration of strangers. But
in my day, the greatness and glory of India was on the wane, and
she was beginning to fall behind in the march of nations. So it
has been, and so will it ever be in the history of all countries : they
rise to a certain height, and begin to decay. Like as the growth of
the tree and its decay, so will it ever be with nations. But there
is one kingdom which must rise, and will continue to rise, to be
planted by him who was at this time my companion. He was the
founder of a people that shall, in time, become the universal
kingdom, which shall advance from one degree of perfection to
another until, by the opening of the spiritual eye, communion with
the Spirit World shall be established; and that will be the world's
redemption.
It was a strange thing that, with all their learning, these priests
connived at a system, the horrid cruelties of which were of the
most revolting description. Here were devotees sacrificing their
bodies to save their ~ouls; others tearing their flesh in bloody
atonement for their sins; while it was no uncommon thing for the
mother to cast her helpless offspring into the waters as an offer-

a
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ing to her god. India surpassed all other nations in this. But I
must be forbearing. The poor people I blame not. The priests
knew better; they could have shown them the error of thus seeking to get the favour of God ; but their love of wealth and power
had hardened them. My soul revolted at the fearful deeds enacted
in the name of religion. Doth the Holy and the Just One require
blood that we may be saved-that we may be forgiven? 0 no.
Jesus, however, took their part-the part of the deluded people.
He referred to the falling away of the Hebrews into the grossest
idolatry, and the practice of the most horrid cruelties, and all
brought about by false and designing priests, ever lusting after
power. The people (he said) were blinded-they were ignorant.
But the time is coming when all such deeds will come to an
end. You are now standing on the verge of that great and glorious time.
I cannot, owing to the condition of my Medium, go farther
to-night.
May the Almighty Spirit guide you and guard you from all evil:

€bittJ?~fourtb ~itting.
Ioth Octo6", I8JI.
Indian Temples-Their Idols-Ganesa-A Queer God-How he Lost his
Head, and bow he got another-Riding on a Rat-Krishna; another ugly
Deity--Hafed and Jesus visit the Hermits of the Mountains-What they
saw there- The Holy Fraternity and their Temple-Spirit Communion in
the Temple.

I HAVE still something to give you regarding India. There were
two classes of temples in that country. The one class, of which the
Temple of the Elephant, previously described, was an example,
were edifices built on the surface of the earth ; while the others were
hewn out of the solid rock. This latter class were of great size, and
at the time of our visit were looked upon as very ancient ruins, but
displaying points of beauty which must have cost their builders
many years of labour. This was more especially seen in the magnificent columns, which were gorgeously ornamented, but the figures
on which were in forms most uncouth and unnatural. In their
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architecture they were, however, far beyond the ancient Egyptians,
many of whose temples were also cut from the solid rock.
Notwithstanding the evidences which were presented to the
stranger of their high appreciation of art, it was clearly evident
that the mass of the people were the subjects of the basest and
most ridiculous superstition. The homage paid to the very
small and ugly representations of their deities was something
painful to witness; and their countless traditionary stories about
these gods are not worth recounting. I have spoken to Brahmins
who worshipped such monstrosities, and endeavoured to show
them the absurdity of such a course; but it was of no use.
Intelligent in many other matters, I found them-as is too often
the case elsewhere-wedded to their stupid system. Their forefathers had seen (they said) all these wonderful things done by
their gods, and were they not to be believed ?
Let us just take two or three of these stories as a sample of the
mass. One of their gods was called Gm~e~a. • The image had
the appearance of a fat boy's body, with an elephant's head ! It
was the ugliest and most uncouth object you could set your eyes
on. The story told by them about this god and how he came to
have the head of an elephant is as follows :-Ganesa had one day
met with another fat boy about the same age and size, and like
boys, they quarrelled ~d fought; and in the struggle, Ganesa
lost his head-his assailant running off with the same. The
mother of Ganesa, discovering his headless trunk, solemnly vowed
that she would appropriate the first head she met with for the
use of her son. The first creature the poor woman saw was an
elephant; but, staunch to her vow, she cut off the head of the
elephant and stuck it on the headless shoulders of her fat boy I
Another story is told about this queer-looking god, who is also
represented as riding on a rat ! There was a certain giant, in
stature so great, that his length reached to between six or seven
hundred miles, and Ganesa resolved to destroy him. ElephantHead contrived to get him, big as he was, into a comer; but the
tall fellow, in much fear, transformed himself into a rat, and ran
off. But Ganesa was a very sharp lad for his years, and the giant
• The names GaMsa and Krishna could not be pronounced by the Medium
and were afterwards given on a Direct Card, along with sketches of the images
and two Brahmin priests. See Apptndiz.
·
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found that to his cost, for no sooner did Ganesa discover the rat
than he jumped on his back, and compelled him to carry him.
He _is always represented as riding on a rat
Egypt had a number of objects of worship also, such as the
hawk, the serpent, and the lion, but these were understood as
symbolical of the attributes of God. Here, however, it was a
system of the most unmitigated absurdity, and all the more to be
lamented that they had once been in possession of the truth ; but
that had been in a far back antiquity, many ages before my time.
Alexander, when he overran Persia and India, left many monuments of his prowess, but with all his efforts, he seemed to fail in
effecting any change in the religion of this people.
Another of their insignificant deities was named Krishna. He
was represented as resting on his hands and knees. Every
peasant had this image, and when anything was to be done in
agricultural operations, sacrifice was made to the idol. Strange
that such a fine race of men as these Brahmins were should have
supported a system in which the human form was so grossly
caricatured. They told a story about this ugly little god. When
a child his mother had occasion to leave him in the house, but as
she could not depend much on him remaining quiet, she chained
him to a log. The child, who was only two yeats old, wanted
out to play, and drawing the log after him, in his gambols he ran
on his hands and knees between two trees, and the log catching
the trees and hindering his progress, he gave a tug, and down
came the trees.
I give you these as a sample of hundreds of such stories in
circulation all over India. And yet it would be a strange country
where you could find nothing good. Amongst all this degradation there were many things worthy of attention.
After visiting many celebrated temples, in various cities and
towns, studying the manners and customs of the people as we
went, we journeyed on towards the mountainous part· of India,
where the tops of the hills are snow-clad all the year round. At
length we reached a village at a very high elevation, near to the
source of the great river. Here we found one of the finest
temples-small, but exceedingly neat ; and connected with the
sacred house a little band of true worshippers. We learned that
the community had been established as a retreat from persecu-
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tion. They had endeavoured to bring their countrymen to a
belief in the truth they held themselves, but they were driven
back from the more populous districts to these mountains. They
were what may be called hermits. They had their images, but
on inquiry we found they were accounted by them as merely
symbolic representations. Indeed, they were the most enlightened set of priests we had encountered ; and what with the
fine bracing temperature, after our lengthened sojourn in the
Plains of India, and the privilege of such a company, we enjoyed
ourselves greatly. We had not not been long there when we
found that they received much of their light from the heavenly
hosts, somewhat as we in Persia received it. This Holy Brotherhood had many ancient writings concerning the theology of their
country in byegone ages; and here Jesus, my beloved companion,
attentively studied the Indian theology, and acquired a knowledge
of the language.
But I must endeavour to give you some idea of the fine temple,
around which this brotherhood were gathered. The building
would, I think, measure, from wall to wall, about fifty to sixty
cubits. It was built in octagonal shape, with a domed roofnot exactly a circle, but each octagon forming a segment of a
circle. From the centre of the dome hung a chain with a crucible
for a lamp. There were various apertures in the walls for light,
and in four of the sides were doors which led to several small
chapels and cells. In the centre of the spacious hall there was a
pedestal, on which stood one of the best figures we had seen in
India. It had been cut from blood-stone, was very hard, and of
a greenish colour. The priests put a very high value on this
figure ; its weight in gold would not purchase it. There was an
inscription in hieroglyphic characters round the column, but there
was only one old priest in the community who could read it. We
were told that therein was contained the whole law and theology
of the ancients, with an account of the Creation, not unlike that
given by Moses.
The brethren assembled at night for their evening devotions,
and we frequently met with them. (But in so doing I never
neglected my own form of worship-retiring always at the going
down of the sun, and afterwards rejoining them.) One night we
had all assembled, in sitting posture, around the base of the
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column. The officiating priest, as usual, went over the service to
the Mighty Creator of all things, and each one present, at the
close, uttered the words-" Abba, Amen!" when just as the
last sound died away in the spacious hall, a voice was heard,
gentle and sweet, yet quite distinctly heard by every one. The
words uttered were-" Ye men of India who have worshipped me
in truth and sincerity, there is one in your midst, even now, who
will yet set your poor darkened and deceived brethren at liberty."
I and my young companion were the only strangers present ; and
the assembled brotherhood naturally turned to me, being the
eldest of the two. Seeing this, I rose and made known to them
all that I knew concerning my beloved Prince. They would have
fallen down and worshipped him there and then, but he at once
checked them in their intended homage, and told them they
must wait patiently some time longer; that he was but a young
man, acquiring knowledge to fit him for the great work before
him ; but the time would soon come when the work would begin,
which was destined by the Great Father to give liberty to every
captive held in the chains of ignorance and sin, in every nation
under heaven.
In r~ply to qu~sfilmsThe name of the place was, in my day, Zenda. There was not
much of a population, only a few labourers connected with the
Temple.
The brethren were not all celibates; only a few, and these well
advanced in years.
At times, they were visited by those who came on pilgrimage
to the Sources of the Ganges, the holy river of India.
While there, we attended from day to day, the services of the
temple, and had thus opportunities of hearing many of the
priests on points of doctrine, and also of imp~ing our own views
of truth.
They always expressed the greatest love for my young companion, and appeared to regard him as one of the Great Prophets.
I will say no more to-night.
May the blessing of the Great Spirit and of the Prince of Peace
be ever upon you.
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~itting.
20/h Oclobn-, 1871.

The Brotherhood of Zenda-Leaving to go Home-A Digression-Indigna·
tion at Royal Prodigality, &c.-Reflections on India and her IdolatryContrasts Egypt and Greece with India-Jesus Raises a Man from the
Dead-Home to Persia.

WE remained for about two months in Zenda; and we were not
sorry that we stayed so long; for what we had lost in our previous
wanderings in lower India, we made up for in our residence with
the Holy Brotherhood. They were ardent lovers of truth, and
manifested an earnest desire to set before their fellow-men what
they believed to be the truth-even to the sacrifice of their lives
on its behalf. What more can be expected from man ! No
higher sacrifice could be exacted even by the Deity Himself.
These men had still the pure vein of gold that had run through
the theologies of the East; and there were those among them who
had the life-giving truth, flowing from the Divine Spirit, to proclaim to man on the Earth.
But we were compelled to leave, on account of my determination to be present at the yearly Festival of the Groye. On such
solemn occasions, it was my duty to officiate at the altar; and
having missed it one year, I felt all the more anxious to be
beloved Prince desired also to be at the Great
present.
Festival We had thought at one time of making our way
through Tartary, but had to abandon that idea, and take the
quickest route-namely, through India to the Arabian Sea, and
then by ship to Persia.
I had heard much about India before my visit. The Persians
for many bygone generations had intercourse with it ; and it was
from India that our Persian monarchs had received their gold,
which was lavished on their armies and military appointments,
and frequently flung away in battle, to be gathered up by a
victorious enemy. 0, the wastefulness of Persia in these warlike
matters-the utter folly-nay, wickedness, in thus pampering
their warriors, and leaving ofttimes their poor to starve I Bear
with me-the recollection of such things seems to fire up my

My
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brain. Men set up to be rulers wasting the country's substance
in· gaudy shows, while they left their poor subjects to- die of
starvation !-I can hardly control myself when I think of it.
We thought a good deal of India. It was a land beautiful in
vegetation : its fertile plains, its mighty rivers, and its snowcapped mountains, gave a diversity in climate, productions, and
scenery that was truly charming. Nature had done her best for
India, and man, too, had accomplished much. But with all their
excellence as architects and artists, and despite all that the Great
God had done for them, the people had blackened the face of
fair Nature, and cast a veil over their gilded cities, by their base
and idiotic idolatries. It was an awful degradation, that men
endowed with reason should fall down and worship as their very
God, a bit of brass, or wood, or clay: that ugly monstrosity their
God !-not a symbol, mind you, of divinity. The Greeks and
Egyptians had their images-the first in the most beautiful human
forms ; the latter in the forms of hawks, serpents, &c. But these
Egyptian forms were all symbolical of attributes of the Deity.
But here ! why, there was not even skill displayed in their manufacture. The statues of Diana, Venus, and Apollo were something
to look at, and, at least, admire as works of genius. These Indian
idols-some of them, besides their extreme ugliness, in possession
of from two to twenty arms-had neither shape nor form, and
excited only disgust in the mind of an enlightened beholder.
On our return journey through India, we rode on camels or
elephants, as the case might be. At one place, situated on a
branch of the Ganges, at which we stayed over night, we found,
on rising with the sun to resume our journey, that there was a
religious ceremony taking place on the margin of the river. On
reaching the spot, we observed the dead body of what seemed to
be a young and good-looking man lying in the water ; while bef?ide
the body sat a young woman, with a little infant at her breast.
The poor bereaved one sat there, more dead than alive, weeping
over the bit of clay-for the spirit had indeed fled, but was not
long gone. Meanwhile the friends and relatives sat and watched
on the banks, apparently to prevent her from running away, but,
poor woman, she was unable to move, and in all likelihood would
soon, with her infant and the dead body of her husband, become
the prey of the horrid monsters that infest the rivers of India. I
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had heard of such a custom, but had not till then been witness to
the revolting sight. I stood and looked, and pitied. I saw the
disembodied spirit hovering over the woman and child, and saw
that he beckoned us to do something for the woman-no doubt,
he tenderly loved her. On looking towards my young friend, I
saw he was studying the same phenomenon-! could read it in his
appearance. "Father," said he, "is not this awful? 0 for the
time when the eyes of this people shall be opened! 0 that we
had men to do the work!" Then turning, he exclaimed, "This
time, at least, they shall not see the horrid spectacle; these monsters shall not find a prey." The waters of the river wt:r:e agitated;
the animals were seen to rise, but sunk again out of sight. He
said to the poor female, "Good woman, arise-come to the shore."
On this the people around got angry ; they were displeased at our
interference, and were about to lay their hands on us. He turned
and looked ori them ! They stood stock-stili. The desolate
woman looked up, and seemed to be drawn to him. She grasped
him with one arm by the feet-her babe lay o.n her other arm. In
a calm and commanding voice, he said, "Daughter of the East,
arise!" On saying this, he went forward and touched the dead
body of her husband. Then I beheld a sight my eyes never saw
before. The spirit which had been away for some days, drew
nigh to the old house of clay, and at once that which lay like a
log on the margin of the river rose to its feet a living man. The
people on the banks were frightened-became panic-stricken, and
ran off. The woman no sooner saw her living husband than she
made an effort to embrace him. But Jesus quickly perceived the
.movement which would have damaged all, and said, "Woman,
see thou do it not-wait yet a little." At length, after a short
time, the young man coming to full consciousness, fell at the feet
of his deliverer, and poured forth his soul in gratitude. " I will
now," he exclaimed, "proclaim thee as the Mighty One. I am of
the priests; and now that thou hast restored me from death, and
in doing this hast given me to see thee, as thou art, the Son of
the Living God, I have a work to do, and will do it." Here was
something new for me. The restored man had, while disembodied, seen the Prince in his true character of Heaven~s Messenger, and was now led to look upon him as such.
We reached, at length the sea in safety; and taking ship we
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sailed away for Persia, which, though not so diversified in feature
as India, was yet my native land, and where we had (what was
far far better than all the rich temples of India) our Grove worship, in which the Bright Angel deigned to impart to us heavenly
light. The passage was but short; so I shall leave you there tonight. The blessing of God be upon you.

€birtp~sirtb
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The Anival-Festival-Birth·day of Zoroaster-A Prayer-Jesus Addresses
the Wise Men of Persia-Love for Jesus.

worthy of notice took place during our voyage across
the Arabian Sea. When I set my feet on my native land, I felt
I was indeed at home. I had earnestly longed to be home ; for
I was beginning to get old; my once strong and supple limbs
were no longer so ; and these long journeys left their mark on my
somewhat debilitated frame.
I hurried on, with my beloved companion, to take my place at
the Grand Festival, where I would meet once more with the dear
Brotherhood in the Grove. My young friend was also desirous
to be present at this festival ; for he was shortly to return to his
own country, there to still further prepare himself for his high and
holy mission.
We arrived in our spring-time-just after the seed-time. It was
ever a joyous occasion, the birth-day of Zoroaster being commemorated at the same time. Our arrival appeared to add
interest to the approaching festival; and this was manifested by
the glad and hearty feeling that animated the brethren when they
welcomed us home.
After two days' rest, the festival came on. We were all early
astir to welcome the glorious orb of day, as he threw out his bright
beams on the cold morning sky. Higher and still higher he
mounts-:-marching on in his unwearied journey, never varying
a point.

NoTHING
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" 0 thou wondrous Sun-beautiful emblem of the Great and
Good Father of all in Heaven and Earth, whose love unto the
children of men is never-ending, still beginning,-ever striving by
the light of His Truth to bless mankind,-We hail thee, 0 Sun,
glorious in beauty, as the Mighty Power by which the High and
Holy One garnishes and makes beautiful the Earth. 0 God how
good art Thou, not only to man, but to beast, and bird, and
insect-to the meanest worm that crawls in the dust of the Earth !
All Creation praiseth Thee! The waving branches of ten thousand trees send forth a song of praise unto Thee; the beautiful
flowers that adorn the fields offer unto Thee their sweet odours
and their gorgeous hues. Thanks! thanks be unto Thee, 0 Thou
most bountiful!"
Such, or somewhat similar, were our expressions in prayer unto
Him who was represented by the Sun. Then followed the chant,
while we marched in procession, men, women, and children,
towards the place where the festival was held. There was no
intemperance in eating or in drinking on such occasions. Water
from the pure fountain was our only drink.
Our young friend at length stood up to address us for the last
time. Although in appearance but a stripling among the sages
of Persia, all were 'eager to listen to him. He spoke somewhat in
this form:" Men and brethren of Persia,-! have spoken unto you on
occasions such as this before, and as I am now about to leave you
for my own land, suffer me once more to give utterance to my
thoughts. Men of wisdom, and learning, and understanding, I
thank you for the knowledge you have imparted to me, for all the
lessons you have taught me. Here I stand, after travelling with
my venerated father amongst nations north and south, east and
west. We have searched into their theological systems, into
their modes of worship, and their religious practices ; but
in all our wanderings and searchings amongst these peoples,
though we have seen much that we considered wrong in their
doctrines and worship, and much that was foolish and impure in
their religious practices, yet we were oftentimes glad to see traces
of great spiritual truths in their ancient books. 0 men of Persia :
servants of the Most High, rejoice that ye are in possession of the
light ; for, alas I many who once had that light now grope in
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darkness. You proclaim your belief in the One God, the Father
of all ; He is the True God ; all else are false. Brethren, I love
you, because of your sincere devotion to the truth ; I love you,
because of your devotion to the welfare of the people; because ye
seek not to blindfold the ignorant, but rather to open up to them
the fountains of truth and wisdom. My friends and brethren,
high and holy is your calling; for to you is committed the education of the youth of Persia; and I love you because ye strive to set
before their minds that which will not only benefit them for life
on Earth, but that which will enrich them in spirit, and fit them
for Heaven. You impart to them all that you yourselves have
received in regard to the works of God ; and above all, you teach
them to live lives of goodness and purity.
" 0 men of Persia, great and blessed is your work, and precious
will be the fruits. But, the time draws near when darkness will
come upon Persia. Look at that glorious Sun-see how he runs
on in unclouded beauty ! Clouds will obscure his beams for a
time, and again he will burst out in blessings over all These
darkening clouds are needed. They play their part in our Great
Father's work. Ah, how often, when crossing those sandy deserts,
did we long for the dark cloud as a shadow from the scorching
heat!
" Brethren, I must leave you to go home to my own land ; and
there will I, in due time, proclaim to my kindred the truth I am
sent to bear unto them. But the day will come when the message,
which I must first deliver to my own nation, will be delivered unto
you. Accept it, 0 Persians. Farewell ! till I meet you in the
Kingdom, where dwelleth the Bright Messenger, from whom ye
receive the heavenly light. Ah, how often has that High and
Holy Angel dealt with these Jews, my kinsmen !-but they have
rebelled again and again, and served their own lusts rather than
God; they have polluted the Holy Temple, the house of prayer,
and made it a den of robbers. You may think me harsh and
unsparing-! can hardly refrain. See me, when but a helpless
infant, at my mother's breast, driven into Egypt, and finding
refuge with one whom these Jews counted an idolater! Idolater!
did he bring me up in idolatry? Well you know how he taught
me in the truth and light. He, too, is in the Heavenly Country.
Have I not seen him-has not Hafed, my reverend father, seen
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him in all his beauty as an angel ? Yes ; and he now labours in
that work in which he took delight while here on Earth, giving
light to the blind and unbarring prison-doors.
"Farewell, my friends! You may forget me for a time, but
you will ere long hear of me ; and the time will yet come when
some of you will suffer for me."
Thus spoke the young Nazarene, and closed with praise and
thanksgiving to God. And now that he was about to leave, I felt
my heart warm to this great, and good, and glorious youth.
Never had I met with one so Godlike in all that he said and did.
Had not my willing ears listened to his wondrous revelations of the
unseen and spiritual till morning light broke in upon our sweet
and holy communings? Had I not seen him, while surrounded
by thirsty, dying travellers, bring water from the rocks? Had I
not seen him, by the touch of his hand, restore the spirit to the
lifeless body, when that which had been a senseless lump of clay
became, by his merciful intervention, once more a living husband
and father-a moving, speaking, working man ?-aye, one who
was yet to do mighty works in the name of Jesus, who graciously
raised him from death.
We must stop for this night. May the blessing of the Great
and Good Father, and of the Prince of Heaven and Earth, rest
on you!

ttbirt~::sebentb ~ttttng.
rf.ln

Ntn~em6w,

r87r.

Roman Illll'Oads-An Embassy to Rome-Meetings in the Grove-Honour to
Jesus-Attitude of Worshippers-A Persian Law broken by Jesus-The
Voice of the Angel-Jesus enhaloed-A Casket of Treasure-The Spirit
Form of Issha, the Old Priest-Gift of Gold-Tongues of Fire-0 for
Heaven I Qwslions: Is it right to pray to Jesus?-Conlucius-Hafed
Discovers an Indian Mode of producing Colours.

Mv brethren had seen or learned so much about the Prince-of
his wonderful works and spirituality of mind-that they could not
help looking on him as something more than man-as one
specially endowed by the Heavenly Powers for the elevation of
mankind.
M
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After the Festival, and at the time when my beloved young
friend was about to depart from us, the Romans made an inroad
on our borders, thereby raising a dispute between the two Governments, which threatened war. This we wished to avoid, if at all
possible, knowing by sad experience the dreadful results which
followed in the track of armies. These domineering Romans,
what right had they to attempt to thrust their so-called civilisation
on countries as high in civilisation as themselves ? We wanted
not their circuses, with their wild-beast exhibitions and their
barbarous diversions, where poor prisoners were set upon by
hungry beasts for the purpose of feasting the eyes of these
civilised Romans. As I have said, we had no desire for war,
and our Government thought, by despatching an embassy of
Chiefs to Rome, they might be able to get the dispute settled
without an appeal to arms. This we considered a good opportunity of securing a safe company for our young friend on his
journey. Indeed, we were sure they would gladly accede to such
a proposal, for our greatest nobles or chiefs coveted to be in his
presence. His fame had at this time been spread abroad over all
Persia; and not only so, he was known in India, and in many
places in Lower Asia. We (I mean myself and the two brethren
who accompanied rue to Judea) were getting old now ;-but I am
overlooking something I should have noticed. The night before
he left us, he expressed a desire to once more visit the Grove,
that he might meet with those from whom he had received so
much, not only of the treasures of knowledge and spiritual riches,
but gifts of this world's goods, earnestly longing also to be
present once again at the descent of the High and Holy Messenger. But how was this to be done? It was a night when
there was no meeting held. The whole of the community met
once a month, and the three Chief Magi three times a week. The
nights and the hours of meeting had remained unchanged for
centuries ; and the days and the hours were all set apart for
various exercises. By this means we avoided jars, and established quietness and due regularity in our worship. Notwithstanding, we met that night ; and ever after that occasion the
change was adhered to by those who were termed the " fireworshippers."
Unbending as was our character in the matter of customs,
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we scrupled not to alter them to honour this great and gifted
youth. Had I, old and experienced as I was at the time, asked
such a favour ; had even the King of Persia himself sought for it,
it would assuredly have been denied. But even the spirits seemed
to be working mightily, for we had not the slightest doubt but
that, notwithstanding our irregular assembly, the Great and Glorious Spirit of the Flame would descend on the altar and speak
to us.
We met at the altar, surrounded by those gigantic trees, and
there, with our heads buried in the dust, we waited the coming of
the Angelic Messenger. The flame from the sacred oil rose
brighter and brighter, but that flame was quickly dimmed by the
appearance of the Shining One, whose effulgence eclipsed even
that of the sun at noon-day. I and those who were with me
knelt with our heads bent in the dust around the altar, while
Jesus alone stood up to adore the High and the Holy God.
" Why thus (said he) bend your heads in the dust? Stand erect,
and be men. Are ye not noble beings made in the image of
God?" It had been ever our custom to prostrate* ourselves
before the Altar of the Grove ; but at his bidding we stood up.
Here was another law broken in Persia. We (that is, my two
brethren and myself) now came forward and took our place
beside our young friend, when the voice of the angel was heard :
-"0 ye Magi of Persia, servants of the Great God-ye who were
honoured to be the chosen ambassadors of Heaven to welcome
the birth of the Prince, bearing our gifts to the feet of the holy
child-ye who have succoured him and taught him that which he
should know, fulfilling your mission to the very letter-look on
him now, before he leaves you!"
On turning to obey the voice of the messenger, we were awestruck by the sight that met our dazzled eyes. The Prince had
become equal in brightness to the Shining One of the Flame. I
had seen him many a time with a halo of light around his head ;
• At revisal. an obsenation being made on the proper attitude in devotion,
the Medium was made to rest on his bands and knees, while be bent his bead
till it touched the floor. "That was the posture we took before the altar.
Such (he continued) bad been the mode adopted in all nations-even covering
themselves with dust and ashes. But he taught us to stand up with head
erect, as men made in God's image."
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but now the glory of his whole person exceeded all I had
ever witnessed (This light or glory was of the same nature as
that which you have yourself seen while sitting in circle.) Great
was our wonder. The Angel of the Flame bent over him. A
voice-but not the voice of the angel-was heard by us,
and each one treasured up the sacred utterances, but these were
never repeated by us. They were a mystery till Paul and I
met, when the first words he addressed to me opened up my
mind, and then all was clearly revealed. I will refer to this again.
After this, the Spirit of the Altar took his place in the flame,
when each one bent the head in reverence. lie thanked us, in
the name of the Great Spirit, for all that we had done. He then
presented us with a small and curiously-formed casket, which he
took from beneath the altar, where it had lain concealed, and said
that the contents were to be devoted to the poor of Persia, in
return for our services to the Chosen One, who was now about to
leave us. I opened the casket (which I thought I had seen
before), and, lo! there lay a heap of glittering metal before our
wondering eyes.
The question will arise in many minds-Why should the
Heavenly One bestow gold on mortal men? There was good
reason for it. At all times it is a hard matter to get those who
are distressed in body to listen to the voice of him who endeavours to instil truth ; but at this time, on account of several bad
harvests, and the inroads of the Romans, who had laid waste
many homesteads, there was great distress existing amongst the
poor families in Persia; and this gift could not have been bestowed at a more needful time. It gladdened our hearts, for we
could now go forth to our poor brethren with greater freedom,
having in the one hand food for their famishing bodies, and in the
other nourishment for their souls.
After giving thanks to the Bright Angel of the Fire, we engaged
in prayer on behalf of him who was now beside us, that he might
be shielded from the dangers of the coming journey, and now
that his student-life was about to close, that he might be directed
and strengthened for the great mission on which he had been
sent.
At the close of our supplications, on looking up, we beheld
beside the altar the form of my venerable friend, the Old
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Egyptian Priest, clad in the flowing robes of white I have formerly described. As we gazed on the holy visitor, with feelings
of awe and wonder, he smiled on us, and lifting up his hands, he
blessed us. He then pointed to a place right beneath the Altar
of Fire, where we observed a small chest I was directed to open
it, and on doing so, the precious gold with which it was filled was
poured out I was then told to close it again, and give it to our
young friend. He looked at me, and said-" Did you ever see
this chest before?" At once it flashed on my memory that I had
seen it when we were assembled with the brotherhood in their
little temple in India. We had our attention drawn to it, where
it stood at the comer of the altar, under the dome in the centre
of the hall ; and I remembered that an old priest had told us that
the chest was to be given to" One who was to come." But how
came it here? It must have been brought by Spirit power. I
had emptied it of its contents, as I have said ; but being told to
open it again, I found it full of gold I He needed money for
travelling to his own country much more than you require in your
travelling; and here was the needed supply-although for that
matter M did not require it; for I know that frequently, in our
journeys, we travelled on very easy terms-indeed, I believe, had
he willed, his journey would have been but short. But, although
gifted with power in an extraordinary measure, he always, except
on rare occasions, followed the ordinary way of things.
After the delivery of the chest to ] esus, the Blessing of Fire
streamed down on eac}l of us, by which we received new vigour,
new life. This requires some explanation, for I do not think I
have referred to it before. You yourself have seen a little of it.
You have been privileged to see on more than one occasion those
little stars which are visible to the natural sight Well, as we
stood around the sacred altar, the Bright One of the Flame held
up his hands, and from the spirit fingers there flowed forth on
all, like as it were tongues of fire ; and, for the time being, we felt
young again. Now, the fire has this peculiarity about it, it can
be used to convey spirit messages or desires to the individual
with whom the spirit wants to communicate, as if it were a living
being. This emanation of the spirit-this magnetic current, when
poured out in force on the head, conveys the message of the
spirit. You hear, as it were, a voice speaking to you. This
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blessing was poured out upon us each night before the departure
of the Angel of the Fire. (I will in due time show you something in connection with this light, or sacred living fire).
The Bright Angel once more ascended to the regions of light
and love, and my old and venerated friend went with him. 0
how I wished to be there, that blessed place, the glories of which
I had got glimpses of. Just as my old friend was departing he
perceived my ardent desire. " Brother," he said, " wish not for
that You have yet before you great and important workaye, and you have to suffer much before you leave. I passed
easily away from this earth to the bright mansions beyond. You
shall have a rougher passage; but be not cast down. When here,
I learned much from you ; but there are many things which I will
make known to you when once you cross the river. You have
done your duty to him who was committed to your charge ; but
you have still to do much for him. It is long since you were told
you were to suffer for that deed, by which you broke your vow.
Alas ! it was but the old spirit of war that made you forget your
sacred and holy calling." I bent myself before him, and acknowledged and bitterly repented the rash step. But I was young, and
the old blood of the warlike Chiefs and Princes of Persia coursed
freely through my veins; and how, 0 how could I stand unmoved
and witness the ravages of these ruffian Romans ? I went forth
once more to battle. Alas ! I went forth alone, not as before ;
my Guardian Angel went not with me, and I suffered then, and
was doomed to suffer.
Is it rigltl in us lo pray lo J'esus 'I
Yes, it is right to pray to Jesus. In my day the followers of
Jesus undoubtedly looked on him as their great Medium of communication with God, and they reverently adored him. He is,
indeed, the Great King of Kings, and reigneth in Heaven and
Earth.
Were /Itt Magi acquaitlled wi'llt lite tlodrines of Cotifudus, /he
Chinese sage 'I
We had heard of Confucius, but had no knowledge of his
system. But, as I have already stated, the Brahminical and
Buddhistic systems had sunk into the grossest darkness. As for
the Hermits of the Hills, they had gone so far away from Brahminism as to break their caste; for, though I was a Persian, and
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my young friend a Jew, they scrupled not to eat arid drink with
us. Indeed, some of their teachings were of so elevated a character as to put Egypt and Greece to shame.
In r~ly to anotlur qt«slion lu saidIn the science of the stars, astronomy, we Persians thought
ourselves far beyond the Egyptians and Babylonians. But we
studied many things; amongst others, the production of colours.
There was one colour or dye once well known in Persia-a green,
like to grass when it first sprouts forth-but a knowledge of its
manufacture had been lost by us. It was known in India, but
only by a few. Now, I had seen when there some of those silks
in which there was no fading of colour, and being, as a Magian,
somewhat acquainted with such matters, I resolved to keep my
eyes open, if perchance I might discover the secret. I noticed,
while residing at the Temple in the mountainous part of India,
the priests habited in a linen robe of this colour; it appeared so
bright I thought it silk, which takes on a better colour than linen.
I inquired once of an old Brahmin in regard to the production of
the valuable colour. But I found that though he was quite prepared to give me much information on many things, he would not,
or could not, give me a knowledge of this secret. One morning,
however, I met a young Brahmin priest with a bundle of wood on
his shoulders. I made the remark that his wood, being so green
and wet, would hardly be available for fuel He said it was for
no such purpose, but for the production of a dye. Taking his
hatchet, he chipped some of the wood, and on taking some chips
into my hand to examine, I found my fingers stained, not exactly
green, but something of a yellowish hue, like that which we see
on our fingers when we crush a flower. He said the chips were
put into a cauldron and boiled, and the juice drained off; after
which, by the application of a certain chemical, a beautiful green
colour was the result. But where and what was this chemical ?
That was the point for me to ascertain. No one could or would
tell me more than I had learned, and I resolved still to keep my
eyes open.
One day, wandering near to the falls of the Ganges, I observed
at the water-side a number of grey slates, placed edge-ways, and
forming small pools ; on going closer it appeared to me as if some
children had been amusing themselves by the simple-like struc-
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tures. By some accident, I dropped a napkin into one of these
little pools. Taking up the cloth I went on, and to wipe the sweat
from my face I applied my napkin, but in doing so I touched
my lips. I at once saw why the stones were so placed round
these little pools. They were there in order, by the action of the
water on their surface, to extract the mineral. I thereupon filled
a stone bottle with the water from one of the pools, and carried it
home. The nights being somewhat cold in that region, we had a
small fire in the cell allotted to me and my young companion ;
and after he had retired to rest, I poured the water into a pot,
boiled it, and discovered the secret [Here tlu Medium ajJj«<red
as if tasting, and wml on.] It was what you call alum. I had
got this in a clear, white lump. One night, subsequently, I observed an instrument in use for the distillation of spirit, and I
concluded that the essence of the alum was to be got by distillation, and that this was the potent element in the production of the
dye. If I could get my Medium to get the right wood-we had
plenty of it in Persia-! might direct him how to make this
famous colour.
I will say no more at present. . [Bemtlidion.]

251/z Nov., r87r.
Spirit Inquiry into Man's Primeval Stat~Sorry to Part-A Digression-His
Last Night with Jesus-Sitting with Jesus for Spiritual Communications
-Prayer-A Vision of the Spirit World-Favoured More than MortalThe Parting with Jesus. Qwslionr: Attitudes in Prayer-Jesus the Christ
-Foolish Tales of Ignorant Spirits-They don't know any better Heaven
-Was it possible for Jesus to Sin?-Jesus Cognisant of Hafed's Communications-Duty of His Followers-Take care how you use your
Medium.

THOUGH it was but a short mission on which my young and beloved companion had been sent, a great and glorious work had to
be done, and he had studied hard in the school of human nature,
that he might be fitted for the work-a work by means of which
man might be raised from the sin and darkness of Earth to holiness-to that light and love by which he would be able to hold

Digitized by

Coogle

THE ARCHMAGUs-THIRTY-EIGHTH SITTING.

169

sweet communion with the sainted ones in the Heavens. This,
according to ancient records, man had once enjoyed-indeed,
the records and traditions of all nations contain more or less reference to such a happy state in primitive times. Though much
may appear to be fabulous and fantastic, yet there are evidently
some great truths that lie encrusted in these early stories. Even
in Spirit-life I have made an effort to trace back to the first man ;
and glad would I be to succeed in my search. For, like you now
on the Earth, we are ever on the search for knowledge ; but there
are many things hidden from our view, and much that is now
hidden from your eyes is fully disclosed to us. The more I see
of the wonders of the Great and Good Creator and Sustainer of
the universe of worlds-compared with which Earth is but a grain
of sand-the more I feel my own insignificance.
But I am forgetting my subject A few of us resolved to go
forth with our young friend for a short distance--so unwilling were
we to part from him. He had become to me as my own child.
I know that had he indeed been my own son, I could not have
felt more than I did on this occasion.
Ah, just think what you would suffer if you were called to part
with an only child, never to look on him again. I, too, had a
wife and child taken away from me. But her image was ever
before my eyes-not imaginary, but real-one of the brightest
angels before the throne of the Great and Holy Spirit Many a
time, when much needed, had she appeared to cheer and comfort
me in my lonely moods. (Bear with me; when I recall these old
things I forget what I am about-I wander-I cannot help it)
Well, as I was saying, having resolved to go with our young
and noble friend for a short distance, we set out with the caravan,
with the intention, on our part, to return to our home the same
night You may well imagine that it was a trying time for me,
knowing that I should soon be compelled to part with him with
whom I had wandered over many lands, and for whom I felt an
ever-increasing regard.
Although originally they had the intention of pursuing their
journey by the light of the full moon, on coming to a spring of
water at the close of the day, the parties composing the caravan
changed their purpose, and resolved to encamp for the night
This change on their part, produced a desire in my brethren and
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myself, to stay with them over night ; for ah, we were loath to
part with the beloved youth ! So here were we, the Chief Magi
of Persia, encamped with the caravan. •
Bear with me, my friend, I am again wandering from my
subject. That was one of those glorious nights I was privileged
to enjoy when on Earth,-<:ertainly not the most glorious, for that
must be said of the last night before I left it for the bright mansions on high. At the request of my Lord and Master (which I
may now well call him), one of the merchants of the caravan
gave us the use of a large tent, under the ample folds of which he
had stored his stock of rich silks and other goods. These, on the
assurance that nothing would injure them being given by my
Lord, the merchant at once threw out on the sand, exposed to
the depredations of robbers and to the weather. But we knew
they were safe ; such was the confidence we had in the assurance
of our young friend.
We sat down-] esus in the centre, we sitting round about him
-just as you are now sitting at this table. We had not come
together for light or ordinary conversation; we sat for spiritual
communion. It was but a few hours since we had been visited by
the Egyptian, my venerable old friend ; but I had a strong desire
to communicate with him again, and I felt that he would be with
us. There was something I wanted to ask him about. At length
the sun sunk to rest ; we had engaged in our devotions, and
darkness, which soon came on, necessitated the lighting of our
lamps. Each one of the Magi carried a lamp, which was lighted
the moment the sun went down, and kept burning. We sat down,
as I have said while each of us prayed to the Great and Good
Spirit that he would send his blessed angels to guide our
young friend on the way ; for we were well nigh worn out, and (it
might be soon) ready to take the Spirit form ; and 0 how we
longed and prayed that the time for our release might be short.
On lifting up our bended heads from the Earth-for, remember
we laid ourselves, in prayer to the High and Holy God, low in the
dust-in the dust-in the dust! (for such is the proper ·attitude
for man) when there burst upon our ears the most ravishing
• Here, again, there was another long digression on the character, qualifications and duties of the Magi-their desire to elevate the people, and the
necessity of education as a chief element in the prosperity of nations.
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music, as if all the heavenly choirs had united in one harmonious
hymn of praise to the Mighty Creator; while at the same time the
most delightful odours pervaded the place in which we sat
Where was the tent with its fancy coverings ?-it was gone, as if
by a magician's wand ; and now we found ourselves in the midst
of a magnificent building, of immense proportions, and lighted by
thousands upon thousands of lamps, blazing from the lofty dome
like stars, or living eyes of fire, and possessing, with all their brilliance, a softness of effect that I cannot well describe. Around the
spacious Temple, on seats of gold, which were carved with figures
beyond the conception of mortal man, sat the glorified Spirits of
men. I had observed that, as we entered, my young friend, Jesus,
became in appearance like unto the bright and glorified Spirits.
Overcome with wonder and awe, we knelt-not in the dust, but
on the golden pavement ; and shortly afterwards, on looking up,
great was my astonishment when I perceived that the Spirit
officiating before the Great Altar was none other than my friend
the Old Egyptian Priest; and as he laid his offering, as he was
wont, on the appointed place, a thousand voices were raised in a
harmonious burst of thanksgiving and praise, while ten thousand
echoes from the burnished walls of the vast Temple sent back the
strain upon our ravished ears. I had a thousand questions to put
to him ; but ah ! they were the questions of Earth, concerning
Egypt, and I felt that there I could not put them. He left the
altar, and, coming near to us, said-" You have been favoured
more than mortals; for no one in bodily form hath seen what ye
now see." He then revealed to us many strange things; but
these, appertaining to Spirit-life, I must give you afterwards, when
I come to that part of my life. But that night we engaged in
praise with heavenly priests and a heavenly congregation. We
saw and conversed also with Spirits who had been translated from
Earth for many generations back. When we were about to leave,
my venerable friend said-" This is what you so often desired
to see on Earth. It is to you a foretaste of that good time,
which will yet come to bless mankind.'' We seemed to have
lived an age, although we had only been a night in Heaven
(whether in the body or out of it, we could not tell); for when we
came back the Sun broke above the horizon to run his daily
course.
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After engaging in the wotship of the Great Creator, we embraced our beloved young Lord and Master; we parted from him
in tears, and he went on his way. My sorrow was deep; for well
I knew (indeed, I was told) I would never again see him in mortal
form. But before he left he promised to let me know of his welfare.
You spoh a/ a jrnlious silting of 'Jesus (Qmmanding you to stand
t:rtd in WtWship, lww tio you reeondk thai with tht: stalt:mml
you havt: just made, thai 6t:Niing kJw in tht: dust is tht: proper
altitude for man 1
In the former case, we obeyed the voice of one who stood near
to the Great Spirit-we assumed the attitude which is taken by
all in the Summer Land There we stand erect. Those on
Earth ought still to bend in lowly reverence.
A slalmunt was reemtly made 6y a SpiriJ at a Circk in England,
and puqlisht:d in a Spiritual journal, thai tht: name " 'Jesus
Christ" was wrong, and tlral it should 6t: "'Jesse Pandra,
tht: son of 'Joseph Pandra and Mary Christ." Wllal say
you to that1
There was no such name among the Hebrews-indeed, no one
of that nation would dare take it. The word Cllrist is not
Hebrew, but Greek. In Hebrew it is Tht: MessiaA, the Anointed One, of their Seets and Prophets; the One which was to
come. As regards my Lord and Master, I care not what you Call
him. He is ever the same to me. I know him to be more than
all he claimed to be. It will be better for you to use the term we
used-" The Nazarene." The Spirits who come and tell such a
tale, are merely doing what they did on Earth. They think
themselves very wise, no doubt, but they know nothing. I know
there are Spirits who entertain such ioolish notions, and until they
are led to consider themselves as ignorant and outside the Heaven
in which they think themselves to be-to become humble, and
thereby open to truth-these ideas will continue to be held by
them. Though the host of them should assert the story to be
true, I would defy them all, and proclaim them false.
But these Spirits say t"';y art: in a happy conditUin-in a sorl of
ht:M.rm.
Yes, I believe they are in a heaven-one of their own making;
but they know no better. When once these spirits are humbled,
they will begin to think. Their spiritual eyes will then open to

Digitized by

Coogle

THE ARCHMAGU5-THIR.TY·NINTH SITTING.

173

the truth as preached by some humble servant of the Nazarene;
and at length they will begin to confess him, to bend the knee
to him, before whom all nations shall yet bend. Think of mea born Prince of Persia and Chief of the Magi, who could stand
uncovered before the King and Princes of Persia, bowing myself
.
low in the dust before Jesus.
Is 'jesus &ognisanl of these PJmmunkaliQns you are now ma!Ung
lo ust
I can do nothing that is hid from him. In coming here, we
are at perfect liberty. This is our mission; and if those who profess to be concerned for the prosperity of their churches would
follow him, then would our visits be blessed to them, as they were
blessed to the followers of the Master in my day. Signs and wonders followed in the track of the humble preachers-the poor
labourers and fishermen of Judea ; the sick were healed, the blind
received sight, the lame were made to walk, and evil spirits were
driven out of poor mortals. And all this would again take place
-spiritual power would again be put forth ; but they bar their
doors against us, and prefer to fight one with another for theological dogmas.
Wasil possi6kfor '.}nus, wltm til IM Wy, lo si11 1
Yes, it was possible for him to fall ; but I never could discover
a fault in him. It is quite a possible thing to live a sinless life.
From the time I last threw down the sword, I never sinned, neither
against God, nor my brother, nor myself; I did whatever my conscience allowed me to do--whatever it told me was right. But,
unlike others, I was greatly under spiritual influence, or guidance.
I" reply lo a remarll as lo 1/u &ondili4n of 1/u M~tlium, IM Spirit

ton/rolling saidThe Medium has. suffered much for some days. You must on
no account interfere with the rules set down at first for your
guidance by the controlling spirits. If some persons only knew
the very delicate constitution of many of those who are termed
Mediums, they would not dare subject them to the treatment they
are often called to endure. To play upon such an instrument,
injured in some of its finest strings, would be not only foolish, but
destructive to the instrument ; and rather than do this, the spirits
often withdraw for a season, to save t~eir mediums.
We will stop for this evening. [BmdidiQn.]
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~ttting.
2ntl Dtumber, r87r.

Reflections of Haled-Predictions of Coming Events in Persia-Roman Op·
pression-Tidings of Jesus-Tidings of the Restored Brahmin-His Work
1n India-Effect on Hafed-News of the Death of Jesus-Letters from
Jesus promised- Hafed chosen as an Ambassador to Rome-His last
Meeting in the Grove-Sets out for Rome-The Embassy and its ResultBecomes a Wanderer-Arrives at Athens-Meets with an Old Acquaint·
ance-Troublers of the Orthodox-A Conservative Priest-The New
Views-" Let us look to ourselves"-Paul the Apostle described-The
Interview-Hebrew and Persian-At Paul's Lodgings-Hafed resolves to
cast in his Lot with the Evangelists-Still a Zoroastrian-Denunciation of
Mahomedans.

THE last time we met, I endeavoured to give you some account
of our parting from him who was in our estimation the God-sent
Saviour of the world-not a poor man's son, but one nearly related to the Mighty Spirit. We had parted from him, never more
to behold him again with mortal eyes ; and as I remembered the
many days and nights we had companioned together, and the
lands we had traversed, the tears fell fast from my aged eyes. He
was returning home to the land of his birth and to his own kindred; and in due time would begin his work amongst that people
and go on until the death ; while I would tum back to the old
routine of the Magian system, which, to me-:-somewhat in advance of my brethren-was becoming old and rusty. Though of
a pure kind, yet there was evidently some element awanting in
our Magian system fitted to create expansiveness of view, which
excites in the mind a love for man as a man, apart from nation or
creed.
Well, we returned home with much sorrow; and the same evening we met in the Grove to seek consolation and advice from one
who was able and willing to give both. He told us of things in
the future that would revolutionise Persia socially and spiritually;
showed us how Rome with her armies would crush us as a nation;
how many in Persia would accept the new theology, while others
would stand firm by their altars of fire; and how, in course
of time, multitudes would accept a much worse religion-one
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enforce~

by cruel and barbarous enemies at the point of the
sword.
After evening prayers, we (I mean the other two and myself)
often met, and would ponder over that which bad been revealed
to us, and also on the truths which had been brought before us
by the Nazarene. The state of our native land likewise called for
much thought and consideration on our part at this time. The
working classes of Persia were beginning to sink deeper and deeper
in poverty ; for under the oppressive dealings of the Romans, husbandman and artizan alike suffered, a great proportion of the
produce of their toil being tom from them in the shape of tribute,
to be sent to Rome, there to minister to the licentiousness of the
robbers.
We heard now and again of the career of our beloved young
friend, the Nazarene, and of his wonder-working ministry in Judea.
Indeed, at this time, his fame had been spread over both Upper and
Lower Asia ; and the marvellous stories told to us by those who
came from Judea (though losing nothing, as usual, in being retailed
by various parties) were just what we were led to expect; for had
we not been witnesses to his power while he sojourned with us?
I need not speak particularly of his sayings and doings iD his own
land, seeing you have already a pretty full account of these in
the records that have come down to you.
About this time, we heard, through certain channels of communication, that the Brahmin priest (he who had been restored to
the body by the power of my Lord and Master) was creating a
great stir in India. The news was confirmed by letters from him,
which were brought to me by merchants trading between Persia
and the East. In these letters, after telling me of the wonderful
works done by him, or through him, and the great and unwonted
excitement produced on the people by his teachings, he went on
to say that the people did not look on him as a mere man, but as
a son of Buddha ; that when he spoke, he felt as if he were possessed by gods, insomuch that the people were at times ready to
worship him as a god ; but that then he would tell them of the
wonder of his own resurrection, and of that great and glorious
One who raised him up to mortal life, and on whom he would
ever look as the Heaven-sent Deliverer of mankind.
This was indeed news to me ; and it made me thoughtfuL Here
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was a Brahmin throwing aside the strong fetters of caste which
fast bind these men, and declaring the truth to his fellow-men.
My heart leapt within me. Was Judea to be blessed by this
Brahmin ; while I, who had been so greatly privileged, stood still
and did nothing? My whole soul was stirred; but I felt how
hard it was to break away from the system under which I had so
long laboured, and that I was fast bound by the ties that time
and education· had created-! was rivetted, as it were, to the system. Time went on, and, as I have said, we learned from letters
and otherwise of the public ministry of our beloved Nazarene.
He had been going from place to place, teaching the people, and
doing many marvellous works; but, notwithstanding his gracious
words and works, he was despised by his bigoted countrymen.
Those favoured men would not listen to his words of truth. He
must become one of the many martyrs whose blood had been
shed by these blinded Jews. And at length news came to us of
his cruel and shameful death, and how he had revived, and appeared to many of his followers. Many of us were made sorrowful, and went mourning in sackcloth and ashes, for we knew that
one who was endowed with the fulness of the Great Spirit was
gone. But I was consoled by the thought that now I would see
him; no longer confined to the mortal body, the man, the spirit,
would be often near to me.
As I said before, I will not dwell on the incidents of his ministry, seeing you have these, as given by some of his followers,
in the records banded down in writing. But I will give at another time the contents of certain letters which I received from
him.•
It is at this point in my nanative that I must begin to tell you
of incidents in my life as a follower of Jesus of Nazareth-as,
what you would call, "a Christian."
In connection with a dispute that had arisen, I was chosen by
the Persian Government to accompany an embassy to Rome, as
adviser to the two Princes who were deputed ambassadors, and
to watch over the case as it proceeded. Though well advanced
in years, I was still vigorous, and hesitated not to accept the office;
and this, more especially, because of the opportunity it would give
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me of returning from Rome by way of Judea, and learning farther
particulars concerning my beloved Lord and Master.
The evening before we left for Rome I met with my brethren
in the Grove, the last of such meetings to me. It was indeed a
place sacred to me, for there it was I had so often met, face to
face, with Angelic Messengers from the Great and Good Spirit
At the rising of the sun next morning, after the usual morning
prayers, we set out for Rome. Gorgeous and attractive was the
cavalcade: for composing it were the Princes and Nobles of
Persia, arrayed in the richest attire, attended by their numer"us
retinue and guards, all mounted on horses, and displaying many
beautiful banners; while I, amid the gay host, sat upon the back
of a camel, that uncouth-looking animal, so unlike the graceful
and smooth-skinned horse. I was but a simple man on an errand
of peace.
After a long journey, the incidents in which I stop not to
relate, we arrived at Rome. We found the Roman Government
hard to deal with. Indeed, they wanted to detain the Princes as
hostages for the good faith of the Persian Government But,
after a hard fight, in which I had to watch them at every tum, we
gained our point, and the embassy returned home. Meanwhile I
waited for a conveyance by land from Rome to Jerusalem, when
it occurred to me that I might sooner accomplish my object if I
started by a ship about to leave for Alexandria or Lower Egypt,
and by doing so be able to visit my friend, the Young Egyptian
Priest But, man may plan, God will arrange. I had made up
my mind ; but after a while a thought arose-! would do well
first to visit Athens; then go to Jerusalem, afterwards to Egypt,
and then home to Persia. I, therefore, determined to follow this
course, when I would have an opportunity of visiting some of my
old friends among the Grecian priesthood ; for though we .differed
very much in our religious ideas, I still retained a respect for the
men as honestly believing what they held to be truth.
Just as I entered the great and learned city of Athens, I heard
that the minds of the people were just then much stirred by some
strangers preaching certain extraordinary doctrines. I had a good
notion what doctrines they were that had set the people a-talking.
Heeding not, I pushed forward towards the Temple. Here I
met with a very old man, with whom I had been acquainted many
N
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years before. We knew each other at once, though both of us
were greatly changed. My hair at this time was quite white, but
. it was thick and strong as in middle age. We had not been long
in company before he broke out in bitter invectives against the
new teachers and their strange doctrines, which had, he said,
drawn the people in crowds to hear them to the neglect of the
gods. I asked him concerning the new doctrine. From his
answer I very well understood what it was. On trying to explain
to him these new doctrines, and to put them in a favourable light
before his mind, he began to suspect me of being one of the new
teachers. I at once told him that I was not, but at the same
time, I said, I considered he did them injustice; that they were
not seeking to injure him, or any one. " Why, then," said he,
" do they come here to disturb us ?" I tried to set before him
the truth, that it was the Great Spirit of the Universe alone that
sustained him, and that sustained all. He would not listen to
this, but maintained that their sustenance, as priests, depended
on the gifts of the people who frequented the temple, and if they
were drawn away from the worship of the gods where was the
sustenance to come from ! I showed him that had he but
studied the poets of his own country he would have been better
instructed. "No, no," he exclaimed, ".we must look to ourselves ; it will not do for us to depend on such support as you
propose." I could make no impression on him. He was not.
only unlearned, but very bigoted in his ignorance. I told him I
had a great desire to see the new teachers, and hear for myself
the doctrines they taught, being quite ready to listen to the expression of views opposed to those I held.
That night, however, I accepted the hospitality of my old but
narrow-minded friend. Next morning I went to Mars Hill, the
place where I was likely to meet with the preachers of the strange
doctrines. Here my eyes fell on a man who was addressing the
people ; he appeared to be of medium stature, and of middle age ;
rather stout in body, sharp in countenance, and an eye like the
eagle's. He was boldly and thoroughly expounding the theology
I knew so well, by which I was sure that he was a follower of him
whom I loved. At the close of his address I went up to him.
He stood and looked on me. He said-" Thou comest from
Persia?" "I do." " I knew it," said he; "for la.c;t night I saw
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thee come to me even as thou now comest. Thou hast aforetime
walked with him who was dead, and is now alive. Thou art here
to teach the new doctrine; no more fire-worship with thee!" I
was much grieved to perceive that he entertained a false idea of
our Persian system ; and considering it right in me to give him a
truer representation, I said-" I see that thou hast indeed seen
me in vision; but I also have had a vision; for now I understand
that Jesus, my Prince, appeared in spirit to thee, and it was his
appearance that changed thee to the truth. Now, though a
learned man, I perceive that thou, like many others, lookest on
Persians as idolaters. We are not idolaters-no more worshippers
of fire than are thine own countrymen, who worship in the Temple
of Jerusalem, in which is preserved the sacred fire, of the same
nature as that which bums on the Persian altars. Mter some
further conversation, in which I referred to the great benefits
conferred on the Jews by the great Persian Cyrus, I went home
with him to his lodgings. Thereafter, I went back to the old
priest and bade him farewell, as I resolved henceforth to lodge
with this teacher of the strange doctrine.
On returning, we sat down, and entered into a long conversation. He told me much that was new to me in regard to the
propagation of the truth-of the trials and persecutions they had
endured, and of the wondrous works that had accompanied their
ministry in every place. He afterwards introduced me to others
of the brethren. My mind was now fully made up to join myself
to them, and give my remaining life to the proclaiming of the
truth.
Of course my contemplated journey to Jerusalem and Egypt
was at once abandoned, and I went through a land now called
Spain, evangel ising as I went; thence to Greece; afterwards to
Egypt, where I tarried for some time, and then back to Persia.
But of these wanderings I have much more to say.
Though no longer a brother of the Magi, you must not imagine
that I left my old mode of worship; for, even in foreign lands, I
rose with the sun, and with bended knees before the Great Sun
I raised my voice in adoration and thanksgiving to Him who is
the Source of all Light and Love.
In rtjly to some for/fur rmzarks, he broke out in /Jiller dmundatiOtz, as he has repeatedly do1ze, against the Mahomedans
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wulllzeir religious inroad on Persia, in IM mitis/ of wlziclz
M apptared lo &lz«k lzimselj, and praytd ftn~mlly 1/zal God
would forgive llze rullzless dalroyers of his native land, &on&luding as jolliJ'Uts :-

"Some there are, 0 thou Great and Good One, who dare to
deny Thee, their Creator and Sustainer, and foolishly imagine
there are none greater than themselves. Alas I poor men, when
they pass over here into darkness, they shall know-they shall be
made to consider-and led by many a painful step, to see that
Thou, 0 Father, art ever ready to take them as little children to
Thy bosom of love; and that Thy well-beloved Son, our Prince,
standeth at the gates of the Great Temple, and ftingeth them
open to all who humbly seek to enter in. Amen ! "
[Bmedidion.]
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THE CHRISTIAN EVANGELIST.

JTo rt i etb f&tt ti ng.
IIIh D«nnlm·, I 87I.
Haled lands in Spain-The Roman Colonial Polley-The Druids-Curbed in
thc::ir Cruelties-Christian Churches in Spain-All Things in CommonDescription of an Early Church-Shortcomings of Modem ChurchesThe Church in Lyons-Haled in Prison for the Truth-A Vision in the
Dungeon-Jesus in Spirit-The Captive Delivered- Meets with the
Brethren-Hafed's Missio~ Route. Questions : Early British Chris·
tians--Present Churches not like the Primitive-The Church in PersiaPaul at Athens-Christ's Public Mission-His knowledge of the Records
of other Nations.
AFTER a short sojourn with Paul and the brethren at Athens, I
went to Rome, and thence sailed for Spain. Some time before
that, Paul had been there, and several small companies of brethren
had been established on the eastern coast
When I landed in Spain, it appeared to me a strange land
indeed. I had travelled in many countries, but had never been
in one so barbarous in various aspects as Spain. No doubt the
Romans had, by their settlement, effected a considerable improvement on the general habits of the people there as elsewhere ; Cor
though crushing down opposition by their physical force, once
established, they secured still farther their position by the enactment of laws which no nation need be ashamed of. Indeed,
many of the nations which had been drawn within the empire
of Rome, had greatly advanced in civilisation under the beneficent
protection of those laws ; yet none of them, at the times I speak
of, were so far advanced as the nations of the East
I found that the religion of the Druids prevailed in that quarter,
as in many other parts of the Western World. The theology of
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the Druids was truly barbarous and cruel. How it could ever
enter into man's brain that he should sacrifice his fellow-man in
order to appease the anger of God, I cannot understand There
were voluntary sacrifices of human beings in India; and in the
Roman arena there were men sacrificed in bloody fight-not only
man against man, but man against beast-not to appease their
gods certainly, but to please the citizens of Rome-aye, and their
women too I But, degrading and wicked as all this undoubtedly
was, it was far less shocking than the dreadful sacrifices of these
Druids, who, on certain great and solemn occasions, made a huge
god of wicker work, into which they thrust men, women, and
children, and burned them up like chaff. Of course there was no
such scene to be witnessed at that time in Spain, for wherever the
Romans settled down they set their foot on all such outrageous
customs ; and although they allowed considerable liberty to every
one to follow after the religion he thought right, the Druids felt
that they were under masters who would not be trifled with.
But the spread of the new religion began to affect the Romans;
they seemed to get jealous of it, afraid of its influence on the minds
of the subdued people of Spain; for the followers of Jesus were
beginning to get established here and there in small churches,
making their proselytes from the most intelligent of that noble
race of men, who, when they joined themselves to the brethren,
by the acceptance of the simple doctrines of Jesus, agreed to give
up all-to have all things in common-all, rich or poor, sharing
alike. Such a levelling system might well awaken a feeling of
hostility in the minds of the haughty Romans.
When I arrived in Spain, at a port called Barulona, ... in a
somewhat mountainous district of the country, I found a prosperous little church, numbering about one hundred in all-pious,
God-fearing men and women. They appeared to me as characterised by great fervency of spirit in all their acts of worship, and
displaying a love so great for God and man, that their very
enemies were confounded ;-it was something strange to them !
After I had acquired a little knowledge of the language, which
did not cause me much labour, I got an opportunity of speaking
to the assembled church. Telling them of my wanderings with
• The Medium was unable to give the name at this sitting, but it and some
others which follow were given in direct writing at a subsequent sitting.
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him whom they loved as their great and blessed Deliverer, they
at once took me to their bosoms; I was made to feel that I was
amongst them as a brother, and many happy days I spent with
them, going in and out, preaching to them (as well as I could),
and leading their thoughts upward to the better and enduring
mansions of the sky.
(I had undergone a great change in my ideas of men and things
since I left Persia; but many of my old habits and modes of
speech I retained to the last.)
I found that the good people with whom I sojourned were all
more or less in possession of that spirit which all should devotedly
cherish-the love of the truth-having which they are sure of
being surrounded by and open to the holiest influences. They
had the same communion with the spirits of the departed that I
myself had, and which had been the chief element in my happiness on the Earth ; so that I had no difficulty in speaking to them
of the better country, and of the great and the good who had
passed on from Earth, from amongst all peoples. I was glad to
observe, also, that "they had (what every true church should have)
spiritual gifts, or powers, by which they had been enabled to
do many wonderful things in healing the sick, giving sight to the
blind, and causing the lame to walk, with many other gracious
and benevolent deeds, such as I had previously known as having
been accomplished by my Lord and Master.
This little community of the followers of the Nazarene were not
fully organised as a church, having no regular pastors or bishops;
they had, instead of such, the ministrations of some from among
themselves, and occasional visits from evangelists, like myself. So
far as I am able to judge, they enjoyed great spiritual blessings
from the very simple system adopted by them. By what I have
learned from men who have entered into the Spirit-life, and by
that which I am able to perceive at present through my Medium,
it would, I think, have been well had those who call themselves
Christians, adhered more closely to the system of the early followers of the Blessed Jesus. These things still interest me, and I
make inquiry occasionally concerning the state of religion in the
world
When I left my friends and brethren in Barcelona I travelled
north-west by land. Crossing a range of mountains almost be--
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tween the two great seas, I at length, after a long and toilsome
journey, arrived at a place situated on a river (the Rlwne). The
name of the place is Lyons. Here I found another church, but
with very few disciples, about fifty men, women, and children in
all ; but they seemed to be thoroughly in earnest I at once
attached myself to them, and, after a short time, I tried to be as
useful as I could in the small community, preaching to and teaching the poor people concerning the faith which they had embraced
I had not been there many days, however, when a great outcry
was got up against us, followed by a cruel persecution, evidently
the work of the Druid priests. Being dressed in the Persian garb
(a dress I had never thrown off, and which I retained to the last),
these men accused me of coming amongst them to stir up the
people against the laws and customs, and I was at once sent off,
heavily chained, to prison.
Here was I, for the first time in my long life, a prisoner in
chains, deprived of that freedom which I had prized so long. At
one time, had such a thing happened, I could have called for the
interference of the Government of my own country. But now,
my old spirit-the old fire that once lUlimated me-was quenched,
never more to break out I accepted the infliction for the truth's
sake. Well I knew who were around me, and that they would not
desert me in my straits. He whom I loved had endured much
more, dying for the noble truths which he taught If he heSitated not to lay down his life, why should I ? But my time was
not yet come. Many had been persecuted unto death, but the
greater the persecution, the.stronger and more numerous did the
brethren become.
I passed some five or six days in prison. On the evening of my
last day, just as the sun had sunk to rest, and as I sat watching
the twilight merging into darkness, my lamp, for lack of oil, giving
out a dim, flickering light, my thoughts turned on the subject of
man's life-how like to the flickering, fitful, dim light of this lamp
-when, in a moment, the light went out altogether ; at once
the dismal prison-house was lighted up, and around my cell stood
a company of Shining Ones. I felt dazzled at first, but as my eyes
got accustomed to the light, I was astonished. There, amongst the
shining group, were those whom I had seen but a few days before
in our little assembly, and had addressed in regard to the Spirit·
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life,-and here they were, Spirit witnesses for the truth. Whether
by the outer or inner ear I cannot tell, but I heard the words"We have come to cheer you in your bonds. You will be freed.
Go forth and tell the people not to be afraid of all their enemies
may do, but to persevere in their adherence to the truth. Tell
them not to mourn for us, for we are blessed beyond all that we
ever conceived o£ We tread the heavenly courts, and are free to
roam over all the wide domains of the Kingdom of the Lord"
These words were just uttered, when there appeared in the
midst of the glorified beings the form of him whom I loved (He
addressed me by the old and endearing name.) "Father," he
said, " I still look on myself as thy son, though I have passed
into the Heavens, and am now in the midst of glorified and happy
throngs of adoring spirits." As in speechless wonder I gazed on
the glorious sight, I perceived many of those whooi I had known
long ago, forming part of his bright retinue ; while he himself
was clothed in robes of transparent crystal, and crowned, as never
king was crowned, with a circlet of burnished stones, brilliant
beyond all description. He said-" For the truths I taught, and
for which I died-for these thou too must suffer. I knew that
thou wouldst follow me ; it will be but for a short time, and then
shalt thou be with me in my kingdom. Behold, thy prison doors
are open I Go forth and comfort those who are left desolate.
Then return to the East."
Just as these words were spoken, the vision faded away, and I
found myself in the dark cell, with the lamp still burning dimly.
I rose to my feet, and as I lifted up my heavily chained arms, the
fetters dropped from my limbs and body as if they had been
rotten. I felt as if drawn towards the doors of the prison, and on
coming near to them, they were opened, and I went out; and as
I did so, they were closed behind me. When I found myself in
the open air, I knew it was no dream, but a reality; for the sweet
breezes of heaven fanned my brow, and looking up I beheld the
clear sky and the pale moon sailing aloft. Then I felt I was free.
I went to the house where the brethren met for worship; but,
being midnight, I found the door shut, and all quiet After repeated
knockings at the door, I was answered by an old, feeble voice
inquiring why they were disturbed in their devotions. I told them
who I was; but it was some time before they could be convinced
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that it was indeed as I said. At length I was admitted, and
great was their surprise, and great their joy, to see me set free.
" Brethren and sisters," I said, " the Lord whom we love hath
visited me in the prison. He hath broken the fetters that bound
my aged limbs, and opened the prison doors to me ; and I come,
by his command, to give you comfort. I have seen your martyred
friends in the bright company that surrounded the Lord. Do not
be cast down then, but persevere in the faith of those who have
gone before. Follow Jesus our Lord in all things, and he will
never forsake you."
I kept close with the brethren for a few days, as I knew our
enemies were seeking to lay hands on me. But, strange to say,
notwithstanding that I passed some of those who were seeking for
me, they went on-they seemed not to know me; their eyes were
holden, that they should not know me, and this by him who had
set me free, so that I might, without further hindrance, depart to
my own land.
At length I passed on, as you will see, by the route I have
sketched out, • finding, as I journeyed eastward, many earnest
seekers after the truth, but also many others set against it; so
much was this the case, that they resorted to the basest falsehoods
to injure the brethren, even accusing them of sacrificing human
beings at their meetings for worship. I had to encounter considerable difficulties in travelling in certain of the districts; in
others, I got on better. On coming to [Venice] a city at the top
of the Gulf, I found a church, and passed some time with the
brethren there.
In r~ly to qu~stWfls, he saidI do not know if there were any converts in Britain at the time
I am speaking of, but I know that after that, there were some who
• The medium, while in trance, having bad a modem map of Europe placed
before him, went over it somewhat attentively, and then traced a course, by
sea, from Rome to Barcelona; thence north-west to a point in the Pyrenees
about equal distance between the Bay of Biscay and the Gulf of Lyons; thence
northward to Lyons; then south, toward the Mediterranean, to Nice and
Genoa; then east and by north till he reached the northernmost point of the
Adriatic, at Venice; then south-eastward along the shores of the Gulf; thence
to a point south of the Balkan; thence to the Dardanelles, and therefrom, by
sea, to Tunis; then westward, and back by sea, touching at Sicily; then on
to Corinth-thence to Egypt, and thence by way of Syria to Persia.
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had been slaves in Rome, that went back to their own country as
noble preachers of the truth.
So far as I can perceive, through my Medium and otherwise,
your present church systems are wrong. I don't like them. Get
a church together in the name of Jesus, and the same gifts that.
were free to the first churches would become free to them ; and
then you would see all flock to them. Depend upon it, these
wonderful gifts are as much required now as at the first.
Do you know of any rttord of /he Early Churthes in whith your

name is given 1
If the records of the church in Persia were coming to light, you
would find me mentioned therein; but the church was well nigh
destroyed at my death.
You spoke of your first interview with Paul at Athens, how lo11g

was it after /he death of Chris/1
It might have been eight or nine years; shortly after, I think,
the beginning of the reign of Nero. The Apostle was in Athens
before that. It was a few years after the death of Jesus that Paul
was converted I do not think he had been in Rome when I first
saw him.
II is slated oy you /hal Jesus was twenty or lwefily.qne years old
wizen you parted i'n Persia, out aaordil~g to the aaoutlls we

have in the Gospels, he was a!Joullhirly ere he began lo Ieath
his tounlrymen : was his ministry eonjined lo the three y!ars
before his eruajixiqn 1
As I have said before, he was always labouring to draw men
towards the truth; but it was not till he was thirty, when he was
baptised by his cousin ] ohn, that he began to take the position of
a public teacher. He often spoke of John when he was with me.
The Baptist appears to have been a very singular man; but,
though retired in his habits, he was an earnest, God-fearing soul
who loved his fellow-men.
II is turious we have no nolite in /he Four Gospels of 'Jesus a•er
referring lo his aperien«s i11 other t:ounlries whkh you have

given 1
He might have spoken of these for aught I know; but in his
interviews with the Jews, it would have been unwise to refer to
other nations to buttress up what he wished to impress on them,
they were so bigoted a people. Hence, he would show them from
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their own sacred writings alone that his mission was from God.
It would never have done to refer to such records as those of
Persia or Egypt.
In rply to some remarks, lu said! will consult with Paul in regard to some of these points, and
let you know the result You will get the letters which I received
from my Prince, written by liim from Judea to Persia, in direct
writing. [ Bmtdidion.]

JTort)!::ffrst

~ttttng.
r8tk Deamber, r87r.

The Persian on his Travels-The G~ft of Tongues-Persecution-Perils: Wild
Beasts and Wilder Men-How Hafed Conquered the Robbers- He
Reaches Venice-The Church in Venicc-Hafed Baptises for the First
Time-His Mode of Baptism-The Lord's Supper-Hafed's Ministrations
-Greece : Koroom-Public Discussions-Hard·headed Inquirers : How
Hafed dealt with them-A Church Planted in Koroom-Hafed "Re·
ceives a Call. Qws/Wn: The Gift of Tongues.

Lyons I journeyed southward in the direction of the sea, till
I came to a town, where I found a small company of two or
three families who had adopted th.e new faith. They were rather
timid and shunned observation, and in ordinary circumstances
would not have been easily discovered by me ; but on coming
to a strange place, I was somehow directed invariably to the right
spot I am inclined to believe that, in this, I was ~nder spiritual
guidance, I found my way so easy. I tarried with them a short
time, preaching to them the doctrines of Jesus ; impressing on
them the necessity of becoming like unto him in all things ; to
walk as he walked, and not to be afraid of what men might do to
them. I called upon them to stand up boldly in defence of his
cause, and they might rest assured he would never desert them ;
and though brought to the stake, or to fight with beasts, never
even then to be downcast, for a glorious kingdom awaited them
beyond all these cruel sufferings. The people were poor, and as
I had sufficient means, I generally, as in this case, bestowed what
I could to the poor brethren ; in doing this, I was only doing
FROM
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what every man should do in such circumstllllces. It is God-like
to give. It is Jesus-like; for my Prince was ever ready to open
his hand to the poor, as I had often witnessed.
The language by this time was no obstacle to me; for I found
I was gifted spiritually to utter in their own language that which
I felt impressed to say. I could not have read the words had
they been written down, but I certainly knew that the words I
was uttering the people well understood. This was one of the
gifts bestowed on us-the speaking in strange tongues ; and I
spoke in many a strange tongue during these wanderings.
But it was not always sunshine with me. This I had no reason
to expect, nor any one else who is commissioned to declare the
truth to his fellow-men. Though possessed of sufficient means,
in the shape of money, I was often compelled to fast for daysneither breaking bread nor drinking water on one occasion for
three days, and this just because I was a Christian : they would
not deal with me. Sometimes in my great straits I was, as it
were, fed by unseen agents, and I would find water in the flinty
rocks, where everything appeared dry and parched-like. The
dangers I passed through were not few, from the wild beasts of the
dense forest. Oftentimes they would awaken the silent woods by
their roars; yet I felt no fear, knowing well that I had a mission
to execute before I laid down my life, and that I would be protected by One who was able to shield me from every danger that
threatened. But there were men in these primitive forests worse
than the wild beasts-men who lived on plunder-a wild, untamed, desolate life ; yet, though half-naked savages to all appearance, and under no law, they paid reverence to me. Habited, as
I always was, in my long robe of white, they must, I think, have
taken me for one of the Druid Priests-whom they reverenced
greatly. But when I came to speak to them they very soon
discovered the difference. I did not shrink from my duty, but as
earnestly as I could I spoke of their lawless deeds, that they were
not living as they should do, and that they should, like honest
men, labour for their bread. I showed them that the only way to
serve the God who made them was to love their fellows, and also
warned them of the sad results that would follow such a life as
they were then living. I pointed them to him who had come to
show us what God wanted us to do and to be, and that if they
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followed him the past would be forgiven, and at death they would
be welcomed to the Paradise beyond. Many of these barbarous
men were brought to the light, and became, as I afterwards
learned, valiant and faithful soldiers in the cause of truth and
righteousness, instead of murderers and robbers. Poor men, they
hardly knew better; they had been bred up to steal ; it had been
taught them as a good thing from their youth that the more they
could steal the better.
Travelling eastward on the sea-coast, I arrived at a small place,
where I found another little company of brethren. I remained
for a short time with them, doing what I could to encourage them
in their course. There were a few added to their company while
I was with them. But nothing of importance took place.
I left in the company of some merchants who were going to
[Venice] a sea-port situated on some small islands at the head of
the Adriatic Gulf, from which they intended to sail to other parts
of the Mediterranean Sea. Mter a toilsome journey, I arrived,
footsore and weary, having travelled over a country without roads
(except Roman military ones), and I determined to stay in the
place and rest myself. The town was not of great extent ; there
were a good number of fishermen connected with it, and it was
frequently selected by merchants as a port to ship their merchandise to other parts.
There were some religious houses in connection with the prevailing religion, and I was not long ere I found out the brethrenthe followers of my Lord. It was a sweet and happy season I
spent amongst them. There was no attempt on the part of those
who were opposed to us to interfere with our worship, which took
place every morning and noon in our place of meeting, the outer
court of a dwelling-house. Here, too, I baptised four converts to
the faith. This was the first time I had done so, and to me the
occasion was greatly interesting. We went down that night to the
quiet, calm waters of the sea to observe the sacred rite. Above
us the stars sparkled as diamonds in the sky, while the light from
the beautiful moon falling on the ripples of the sea, caused it
to appear like a sheet of molten silver. Going down into the
water with the converts, I lifted the water in my hands, and as
an emblem of purity, and significant of the washing away of all
uncleanness from the soul, I poured it over the body of each
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convert, saying, " This I do in the name of the Father and of
His Son, the Prince of Heaven and Earth. May his Spirit ever
abide with you, making you stedfast in the truth ; and while here,
may you ever be like this water, pure, free from all sin and impurity." This was my own form, and I had some difficulty before
resolving to use it, for I myself had never been baptised ; but
then, I had long been a follower of the Nazarene. Mter the
celebration of baptism, we returned to our meeting-place, and
observed the Lord's Supper, in the breaking of bread, which, I
believe, was instituted by Jesus himself. I had become acquainted
with these rites and their mode of observance from coming in contact in various places with those who had been early converts in
Jerusalem. When the brethren with whom I sojourned understood the position I had occupied in relation to him whom they
loved-how he had been my companion in my travels; and when
they heard me describe my personal experiences, in which he had
been much mixed up, they were glad to have me amongst them.
They had in their possession a copy of the Jewish Scriptures,
from which I read to them, making my selections from the prophetical parts, as I could not agree with much that had been
recorded in other portions of the book. But all my intercourse
with the brethren in that place was of a pleasant and profitable
description.
At length, I parted from the dear friends in [Venice] and went
on my way. I travelled towards the south-east, and in my journey came to Koroom, • a town or city in Greece, and there I
resolved to rest awhile. After staying for a short time I ascertained that there was an assembly of wise men that met on
a rising hill for the purpose of discussing the philosophies of
Rome and Greece. I attended these meetings, and it was not
long ere I managed to introduce my own doctrines. I did not
receive very much encouragement, for sometimes the opposition
was so great that I was compelled to hold my tongue. But 1
cared not, so that I got the opportunity of sowing the good seed;
I knew by experience that the fruit would appear in due time.
And in this instance, I saw the result of my labours before I left
the place.
One night I was much surprised on receiving a visit from
• So pronounced by the Medium.
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some of these sages, or philosophers. They had found out the
lodgings which I occupied, and had selected an hour when they
were not likely to be observed. Though their coming in such a
way did not say much for their moral courage, yet it was evident
they were in real earnest to acquire more knowledge of the doctrines I held, and I welcomed them gladly. I did not at once rush
heedlessly into an exposition of these new doctrines ; but taking
them back into the past, I brought before them the various philosophies of Greece, of Egypt, of Persia, India, and other nations,
and even certain doctrines of the Druids, of which 1 had recently
got some information; and then, having thus prepared my way, I
opened up to them the simple, but Godlike teachings of Jesus,
and left it to themselves to say which was the best, the most
reasonable. To have spoken to them in any other way would
have been labour in vain, for indeed they were no common minds
I had to deal with, but men in possession of great learning
and ability. The result was, that they acknowleged the Nazarene
as the greatest philosopher of all, because he, and he alone, commended his teachings to their acceptance, by the close adaptation of these teachings to the wants of mankind Before I
I left, I had the satisfaction of seeing a small but flourishing
church organised, composed of twenty of the most learned men
of the country.
It was worth a lifetime to obtain a victory over the prejudices of
these hard-headed men; and I counted the fame which I had won
on the battlefields of my country as nothing when compared with
the subjugation of such men to the faith. They were anxious
that I should remaiD with them to take a lead amongst them, but
this I would not do, for I was desirous to get back to my own
land. However, before I departed, I sat with them for the purpose of searching and expounding the prophecies of the Jewish
Scriptures, along with the oracles of Greece; and it was not long
ere they saw (ay, much easier than could the bigoted Jew) that
Jesus of Nazareth was indeed he who had been promised all along
the ages as the Great Deliverer of Mankind At length I departed from these friends, with the promise that I would write to
them.
How did tk Church in Kor()Q111 gtl on ajln- you ltjl1
The Church planted in that place rose to be a great one.

Digitized by

Coogle

Digitized by

Coogle

THE EVANGELIST-FORTY-SECOND SITTING.

193

In r~ly loa question &omenzittg the Gift of Tongues, lu said1 did not know what the people said in ordinary talk, but with
the help of those who could interpret, I got on. In Greece and
eastward I had no great difficulty, as I was pretty well acquainted
with the languages generally spoken, and when not versed in a
dialect, I was not long in picking it up.
We will stop here. [Bmdidion.]

JTo.rtp::seconlJ

~ttting.
~Jrd

Dtmnbn-, r87r.

At Tunis-African Churcbes-Algerona Christians- Evangelistic I:.aboursVisits Heathen Temples-The Hellespont-A very small Church-In
Syria-Persecution-A Band of Slaves-Liberty preached-Hafed Carried
away by Spirit Power-His Arrival in Persia-He throws up his OfficeA Sore Struggle-Two Adherents. Qwstions: The City of the GroveMagian and Christian Doctrine.

As I said before, I had the desire, before being called on to leave
my earthly body, to go back to Persia that I might proclaim those
truths to my own countrymen which I had been preaching to other
peoples. Accordingly, on leaving Koroom, which was in a southern
district of Greece, I journeyed eastward towards the Hellespont,
with the intention of crossing to the other side ; but the Spirit led
me another way. I had resolved to go first to Persia, and then
return to Egypt and Ethiopia. But I was impressed to take ship
for Tunis, where, after a short voyage, I landed. I found that
what you term Christianity had spread to a great extent-indeed,
there were large and flourishing churches in the various settlements along the sea-coast. I spent many happy days going from
church to church, and speaking to them as I had opportunity.
They were in possession also of those great gifts which had been
promised to those who became the followers of Jesus ; for I found
in many places the diseased cured of their maladies, the blind
restored to sight, the deaf made to hear, and other good and wonderful works done. Though somewhat black in visage, I found
them pure in heart; and I do not think that I ever met with a
body of men so faithful in word and deed, so devotedly the ser0
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vants of God, as these African Christians. In one place, named
Algerona, the brethren assembled daily in their meeting-house,
which had been originally a heathen temple, where God was
worshipped as the One Great Spirit according to the truth taught
by Jesus; and here, too, where the oracles had been received ~
times past by the benighted and superstitious people, certain of
the brethren were moved by the Spirit to speak boldly on behalf
of Jesus and his doctrines. It was truly a refreshing season fot
me, to see with my aged eyes so much spiritual power displayed
in so small a company. There were not above fifty of them altogether-that is, confirmed followers of the Nazarene,-though at
the time they were adding to their number, one now and again.
But there were a good many besides who were mere hearers,
who had not been admitted to the secret communion by baptism. The last time I heard of them they had increased to the
number of five hundred ; and that was just about the time the
persecution arose under the Romans. This church, strong in the
faith, stood up boldly in defence of that which they believed to
be true ; but their cruel persecutors made them suffer terribly.
Many of them were thrown into prison, while others were tom
by wild beasts or cruelly butchered by men.
I stayed for a length of time in Algerona, resting myself, and
then resumed my travels, in the course of which I visited several
other places along the coast, preaching, as I had opportunity, about
him who had been long promised to the fathers, and who had come
and suffered and died, and had risen again, and was ever nigh to
those who were banded together in his name. I spoke of the
persecution that might come-that would come-and exhorted
them to continue stedfast in the faith ; that despite all that men
could do, they would come off triumphant, and win the laurels
bestowed on all those who stood firm to the end ; but that persecution would not always last, that they must hope and pray for
the good time which would come, when Jesus would reign in
every heart the wide world over.
·
On my way back towards the East, I felt a desire to look into
some of the heathen temples. I had no difficulty in gaining admission, for they knew me as a brother of the Magi ; and I missed
no opportunity of speaking to them concerning the Great Deliverer who had appeared. I was the more readily listened to,
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inasmuch as I spoke to them, not as a stranger to their system,
but with all the authority of one who occupied, in their estimation, the highest position in the Magian Order ; and, indeed, I
never could well get quit of my old views while advocating the
new doctrines. There was this much might be said for my old
system : it was certainly in advance of all the old theologies.
I again took ship at Alexandria for Greece, and landing, I
directed my steps towards the Hellespont, that narrow portion
of the sea between Europe and Asia, which had been the scene
of many historical events in the annals of Persia. It certainly
did not lack interest in my eyes, but the time was past never
to return for me to feel absorbed by such scenes. I found that
which was more interesting to me, a very small company of the
followers of Jesus-just three or four-in a small fishing village,
with whom I stayed for a short time. We met in one of their
dwelling-houses, where I preached to them and encouraged them
to persevere in their love to the Lord Jesus ; and before we parted
we supped together in remembrance of him who loved us.
I at length crossed over, and passed through Asia Minor, in
which there were a few churches ; and then travelled eastward
by way of Syria, where I observed few of the followers of the
Nazarene. But here I found myself more at home, so far as
acquaintance with the language and manners and customs of the
people were concerned ; and I hesitated not to speak out boldly
on behalf of the new doctrine ; but, alas I they turned a deaf ear
to my voice; they hooted and scowled at me-they spat on methey tore the robes from off my back, and even stoned me.
Nevertheless, I knew that he who had borne all this, and more,
at the hands of his own people, was in spirit with me, and I f~ared
not what they might do. But what might I not expect in my own
land, where I was looked upon as an apostate-the Head of the
Magi an apostate from the time-hallowed doctrines of Zoroaster!
One day while slowly travelling toward the East, I met with a
company of slaves with their ~pasters, returning from their labour
in the fields. Seeing my priestly appearance they, as usual in that
quarter, did reverence to me, and besought my blessing ; while
some invited me to share their evening meal. After invoking the
blessing of Heaven on these simple and kind-hearted labourers, I
felt impelled to address them : the power of the Great Spirit was
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upon me, and, what was unusual, I lost all reckoning of what I
said ; but I knew I had so spoken that one and all prostrated
themselves in the dust and gave expression to their grief. I had,
according to information which I received afterwards, laid before
them the advent of the world's Deliverer : how he had appeared
in Judea, and what he had done and taught: how he had suffered
and died, and been raised to glory and power, so that by his Spirit
he might raise them, poor and enslaved as they were, to a higher
and better life, by freeing them from the galling yoke of Sin, the
great taskmaster that bound them. Thus I had spoken to these
men ; while they, apparently cut to the heart, cried out, "What
shall we do? How shall we get quit of sin?" and showed other
symptoms of being greatly and sincerely concerned. This had all
taken place on the open wayside, and afterwards I had vanished
out of their sight. I knew that I was carried away, for on recovering consciousness, I found myself a considerable distance from the
scene I have just described. As I have said, I learned all this
afterwards in Persia, by a letter from one of these men, in which
he said that the result of my address was the establishing of a
church amongst them ; but that on account of my sudden disappearance, many of them entertained the idea that it was an angel
from Heaven that had spoken to them. In my reply I undeceived
them on this point, telling them that I was just a lowly mortal
man, one of themselves.
At last, after many years' absence, I arrived in Persia, my beloved native land-that land in which I had enjoyed many happy
days, where I had been honoured, reverenced, and looked up to
for many a year; and here it was, I felt, I had to fight my last,
my hardest battle. I knew well that some of my old friends
would be angry, but that others would bear with me. I was aware
that they had long known of my defection. But I boldly went on
my way, and arriving at the City of the Grove I went direct to the
Magi, and at once threw off my robes, declaring at the same time
that I gave up all for Jesus and the doctrines he taught. It caused
me to shed bitter tears· thus to cut myself for ever away from old
and loved associations. But I could not hold the two positions
at one and the same time. I was determined to follow my Lord
and Master.
I met with my two aged and venerable brethren (those who
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had accompanied me to the birth-place of the infant Prince), and
who now, like myself, were becoming old and frail.; with them I
desired once more to visit the loved meeting-place in the Grove,
but I was debarred from entering-there was no passage for me!
I thought I would have died. On remembering and pondering
over that which had been revealed to me by the Spirit the last
time I was there, I gave up the idea of seeking to gain an entrance :
it had been decreed by Heaven I should never again stand before
the Altar of the Grove.
I thereafter unbosomed myself to my two friends, declaring to
them all that had taken place with me since I had left them, and
of my determination to devote my few remaining days to the
service of Jesus in Persia. I had no sooner told them what I
meant to do, than they at once disrobed themselves and said they
would go with me ; that though it was a hard trial to leave all
behind them, yet, for the truth's sake, they would give up all
things. Accordingly, we agreed to remove to another province in
Persia-one nearer to my native place-and there begin our
labours in laying the foundations of a church.
In rtjJ/y to a quulio11, he saidThe City of the Grove contained about five thousand inhabitants, and was situated in the province of Ears,- and the name of
the place we removed to was Bushin
Will you point out/he d(fftrnut odwtm the lta&hings of the Magi
and /host of 'Jesus 'I
There was a great difference between the teachings of the Magi
and those of ] esus ; the latter spoke 1n language so plain and
simple that all men, the most unlearned, could understand ; and
his whole teachings were characterised by the great and gracious
maxim-that men should love their fellow-men as they love themselves. Though I, as one of the Magi, had taught the same
doctrine, my example was not generally followed by the brethren;
on the contrary, it was common for them to enforce the doctrine
that it was right to fight our enemies and do them all the hurt we
could. [Bmedklion.]
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29th Dtttmbu, I87I.
Formation of a Church in Persia--Method of Teaching-Special DifficultiesChosen to be Chief Pastor-Mode of Worship-The Opening DayHafed gives a Trance Address-The Solemn Vow-The Lord's Supper
-A Noble Inquirer-His Confession-Asks to be Admitted-The Truth
laid down to him-The Spirit poured out-Prophesyings. (!tus/iQns:
Temporalities-Origin of Christmas-Date of the Birth of Christ.

I INTEND to devote this night 'to some description of the formation of the first church in Persia. As I have said, my two old
friends on learning that I was resolved to give myself to the work
of proclaiming the new faith, without hesitation, cast in their lot
with me, and resigning all connection with the Magi, agreed to
go with me to Bushire. Though thus separated from the brethren
with whom we had so long companioned, and no longer allowed
to stand before that altar from which we had so many angelic
messages, I had no idea of lifting my voice against them, or the
system with which they were connected, for I had long esteemed
them greatly, as being more advanced and liberal in their views
than the religious teachers of other nations.
So, when we began to preach to the people, it was not so much
our endeavour to run down the old views, as to lay before our
hearers the new. But it was not long ere they perceived in the
truth taught by us an enemy to the prevailing system. Had we
come to them as Magi, I believe there would have been no difficulty in the way of the people listening to us; our views would
have been accepted, and we should have been praised. But
choosing what we considered to be the right course-that is, to
appear just as we were, the followers of Jesus, we found we had
to labour hard to gain a hearing. However, we laboured on,
standing up in the comers of the streets, or wherever we could
get an audience, and slowly we began to get a little encouragement by the drawing in of one now and again. I believe the
Spirit of Jesus was with us, cheering and inciting us to the work ;
and we felt, indeed, that we stood in need of his strength ; for
well I knew, by experience, how hard it was to break away from
an old and time-honoured system, and get men to throw away
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religious notions in which they had been brought up. In course
of time, having about fifty men and women who adhered to us
(not speaking of the children belonging to them), we began to see
the necessity for meeting together as a church.
Now, in introducing Christianity into Persia we had not only
to contend with the old religion-the system of the revered
Zoroaster, but we had to meet the difficulties caused by the prevailing custom of polygamy. After prayerful consideration, we
resolved to admit the man who had more than one wife, permitting him to retain such as he had, rather than shut him out,
and thereby exclude both from the highest and holiest influences.
We were determined, however, to permit no young man to take
more than one wife.
The church chose me as their chief pastor, while my two
brethren were at the same time also chosen to be pastors. We
met for worship in a small house, built of brick. Once I had
loved the open fields, in which might stand the forest-temple, with
the blue canopy of heaven for a roof. The time was past for
that : neither had we-nor, in truth, did we require-a great and
gorgeous temple, brilliant with precious stones, and covered with
the richest carpets. No, no. Our meeting-place was plain inside
and out, roofed in, and encircled by a high wall, which was so
constructed as to form a defence in case of assault ; for we found
that as we grew stronger in numbers we got greater opposition,
and thought it right to have a defence against sudden attack.
But I must give you some idea of our mode of worship when
assembled in this lowly temple. As pastors, we each took our
tum in conducting the services. Unlike your manner, the members, on ordinary occasions, sat on mats, not on seats; sometimes
we did use them. There was a long table, which stood right up
the centre of the building, and which we used for the Supper that
had been instituted by our Lord-the men sitting on one side,
while the women and children occupied the other. When I
addressed them I stood at the head of the table. It was but a
small flock to have so.many pastors, but we were animated by the
hope that the time would soon come round when we would be
much larger. Alas ! it was not to be much larger in my day, and
even some of the little flock were soon to be swept away.
It was a joyful day, ever to be remembered, when we opened
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our house for worship-for the worship of God our Father; and
glad were the brethren and sisters that they now had a place
where they might meet together for prayer and praise. I conducted the services on the occasion. There were many besides
the members present, for, as on other occasions, the fifty had
invited their friends; each one thus acting as a minister in this
matter.
We first of all engaged in singing a hymn of praise to the Father
and to the Son ;-the women singing so many lines ; then the
men so many; and then all joining in one harmonious chorus, by
which our souls were drawn upwards. Then one of the brethren
invoked the Most High for his' guidance and blessing. After this,
I stood up and addressed the people. I shall endeavour to give
you a few sentences from this opening address, as near as I can,
through my Medium. Knowing I had many strangers present
who knew little of our new doctrines, I thought it would be wise
to abstain from saying anything fitted to arouse their prejudices;
but after resolving to follow this course, I felt as if I did not know
what to say-I seemed utterly unable to give utterance to my
thoughts, when all at once I seemed to be entranced I stood
up for some time rigid and stiff as a marble statue, and then I
began to feel my muscles relaxing, while my tongue was forced to
move independent of and against my will. A few bits must suffice at present
" Brethren and sisters of Jesus of Nazareth ! Me~ and women
of Persia ! We stand before you this day to advocate the doctrines
of him who was once a sojourner on this Earth, but is now gone
into Heaven. I know, when I thus speak unto you, Persians,
that ye believe in the One Great Spirit who is over all and above
all, and that ye also believe in the Son of "that Great God; for
hath not Zoroaster taught you of Mythras and of his coming to
destroy that Evil One who would drag you down to destruction,
and in whom also ye believe? 0 ye Persians, this Mythras hath
come down, and hath gone back into the Heavens; and even now
from his throne of glory, he looketh down in love upon you, seeking to win you from your evil ways. Surely ye will listen to the
voice of our great prophet Zoroaster; remember what he has told
you. 0, my countrymen, did he not foretell the coming of this
Son of God? Look at Egypt !-once great in wisdom and know-
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ledge, now in darkness. Doth not her records speak of that
happy time when man walked with God in innocence? But the
world hath gone back into darkness and sin-away from God and
truth, and in bondage to evil It must now be delivered ; and
Jesus of Nazareth is the Deliverer. The Anointed of God hath
come, and with mighty wonders he hath proclaimed the truth
concerning God, and hath died for that truth, and risen into
the Heavens where he was before.
" 0 ye Persians, give ear unto me : I who have long been known
to you as Chief-Magus, and now declare unto you these truths,
still look up to the Holy and Mighty One and worship Him
through the great and glorious emblem of the Sun. Our Great
Creator, our Father, shineth on all his children of mankind, even
as the orb of day diffuses its light and heat over all the Earth.
We speak of the sun setting; that sun never sets-it resteth never;
there is no setting; for it ever shines on some portion of the Earth,
to bless it and to do it good; emblematical also of Jesus, the Sun
of Righteousness, who hath ascended on high, and seeketh
even now to deliver you from darkness. I do not, my Persian
brethren, accuse you of fashioning a god unto yourselves and to
your own liking; neither. have you added to the number, but you
have stedfastly adhered to the truth as laid down by the great
Zoroaster. If you revere him-if you believe what he taughtthen, 0 Persians, accept the truth concerning this Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of God with power. How blest the world would
be were men to submit to his sway!
" Look at Greece with all her learning. Her philosophers may
tell us of many things ; but can they lift the veil that hides the
Unseen? They cannot. Socrates was the only one amongst
them who spoke of the life beyond with any degree of certainty,
and he became a martyr for the truth. Let us look at some of
of those noble philosophers of Greece ! One says-God is Numbers !-another, that He is Harmony !-another, that He is the
Earth !-another asserts that He is the Air !-another, that He is
the Soul of the Universe !-and others, that He is Ether, and Air,
and Blood, and Fire, and Brain, and Heart, and much more. 0
but these Greek philosophers are wise indeed I They set up their
. heroes as gods by the thousand, and offer sacrifices to men who
were as fallible as themselves; and, after all, afraid lest they
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should have left out some one (whose wrath might be poured out
upon them), they erect an altar to The Unknown God, and seek
to appease Him by sacrifices on the nameless altar.
" 0 my brethren, there is nothing for all this but the pure and
beautiful and simple truths taught by Jesus the Nazarene, the
Sent-of-God. He hath lifted the veil from the Unseen World.
He hath taught us that the Great God is our Father, and that he
himself and we are brethren ;-that all mankind, from the lowest
to the highest, in all nations, and of all creeds-all, all are the
offspring of God, and all are alike cared for by Him ; and that
God now calleth on every one to acknowledge him as their Lord
and Master.
" Men of Persia, hearken to my words ! I stand not up here
this day to preach unto you smooth things. He that follows
in the path that I and my brethren have chosen, must be prepared
to suffer for the truth as Jesus suffered ; and as many in Greece
and in Rome have lately suffered-even unto death itself. I
know and am assured that ere long our little church will be
scattered. I care not-I am but a poor, worn-out, old man;
but were I a strong and vigorous youth, I would willingly lay down
my life on behalf of Jesus and his truth. The time will come
when some of you, my brethren, will be made to stand with the
executioner on one side-but, with Jesus on the other. With all
the terrors of a violent and cruel death before you, they will ask
you to renounce your faith in him, and go free. Heed them not.
Jesus will be there to uphold you in your rough passage from
Earth to Paradise, where crowns of glory and honour await the
martyrs for the truth; while angels will hover around to carry you
in triumph to the City of the Great King, where you will be
welcomed by thousands of bright and happy spirits to the mansions provided for you by the Lord."
Just as I had reached this point in my address, each one of the
fifty members of the church, sprang to their feet, and holding
their hands aloft to Heaven, solemnly vowed never to yield" Yes, Blessed Jesus, Son of the Living God, we will follow thee ;
we shall walk in thy ways even unto death." The little children
clustering around their parents, animated by the same spirit, lifted
up their youthful voices, and vowed to follow them. This outburst
on the part of the children made the Zoroastrians blush. Ah,
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where, amid all the philosophers of Greece and Rome, could you
find one who would die for his philosophy? Not one.
My address was much longer, but I have given you quite
enough to show the nature of it
The strangers retired at the close of my speaking, and the fifty
members took their seats at the table. The bread and the wine
were then brought forward, so that we might remember him who had
instituted the ordinance when parting from his chosen followers.
This was the first time it had been observed in Persia ; and 0 it
was a blessed day that ! I felt as if transported to Heaven; while
the brethren and sisters looked more like angelic beings than
mortal men and women. Each heart seemed lifted away from
Earth and its cares to the highest Heavens. I believe the little
building in which we sat, was filled by the blest spirits of the
departed
•
As we thus broke the bread and drank the wine in gladness of
heart, my attention was directed to a stranger who had remained
when the others left He was a young man, and had the appearance of high rank. He seemed to be deeply affected. I considered it my duty to speak to him; and beckoning him to come
forward, I said-" My son, what aileth thee? Why tarry behind?"
At first he could find no utterance, but at length his tongue was
loosed, and he spoke as follows :-"Father,-I am constrained
thus to address thee by thy venerable appearance ; and I cannot
address those around, for I know none of them.
I am not
acquainted with the doctrines taught by thee. But with the
doctrines of Zoroaster I am acquainted; for I have been educated
to take a high position in Persia. For this end, I travelled in
Greece, and in studying their philosophy, my early faith was destroyed, and I was left groping in darkness. I believed in no life
after this life. I believed only that the spirit of man when, as
breath, it left the body and floated in the atmosphere, might get
into some other body. This was all-all that I learned by my
investigation into Grecian philosophy. Better it would have been
· for me had I adhered to the teachings of Zoroaster, and turned a
deaf ear to the allurements of Greece. But this day my eyes
have been opened to see the value of the truths declared by you;
my heart hath been moved by the Spirit of the Great God and of
Mythras, His Son; and now I beseech thee, venerable father, let
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me become one of the flock under thy care. I have been wrecked
in spirit 0 save me from being utterly lost This day, while
you were praising God in the holy anthem, my heart was drawn
out-a glimpse of sunshine burst through the dark clouds that
enveloped me, and ardently I wished to sing, but-0 misery!! could not join with you in the holy song!"
"My son," I said, "you are like too many others of our young
men. They are educated; but it would be better for them had
they wiser teachers; for the teachings they receive leave them in
such a state that they, alas! are overbalanced by the slightest
temptation. They are sent to Greece, and there the half-trained
youth is canied away by their sensual and seductive maxim of
' Live to-day; heed not to-morrow.' But, my son, this is false
philosophy, opposed to reason and the light of God's truth, which
teaches that we should live to-day as we would wish we had done
were we to die to-morrow. Notwithstanding the follies, and sins,
and shortcomings of the nations of mankind, if we look at their
history, we shall find, my brother, that He is working in all,- and
that, too, for the good of all. All have had their parts to play on
the great stage of time. The Egyptians, the Chaldeans, the
Persians, have, under God, been preparing the way, it may be unwittingly, for the world's deliverance. Even the Hebrews, though
a despised race, have played a noble part, despite the sneers of
the vain-glorious Greek and the haughty Roman. But Greece,
with all her philosophies, has also broken up the way for our
Great Deliverer. And even that proud city, once a small and
obscure village amid the rushes of the Tiber, she too has been
used as a means to spread the truth concerning the Son of God:
wherever her armies penetrate, she opens up a pathway, in her
ruthless and oppressive course, for the humble preacher of the
gospel; for well I know that but for her sway, I could not have
travelled in my Master's service in the far West God is indeed,
by such instruments and means, opening up ways to the farthest
comers of the Earth, that the glorious doctrines of the blessed
Jesus may be proclaimed to all men."
After I had thus spoken, we again raised our voices in a song
of praise to the Great Father. Then one of my fellow-pastors
prayed to the Father through the Son, that He would pour down
His blessing on the little church. And the blessing was not long
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in coming; for no sooner was the prayer ended than up started
one, who spoke such wondrous words that our ears were made to
tingle. Then another arose (a woman) and prophesied of the
coming desolation that awaited the young church of Persia.
· Another stood up.and spoke in an unknown tongue-unknown to
all but myself; and I was then impressed thus to speak-" My
brother, you are chosen to preach the word to a strange people.
Go forth to the work before you; stay not with us; and when we
are scattered pray for us." Then another had the gift of healing
diseases bestowed on him; and other wonderful manifestations of
the Spirit took place on the first day of the first church in Persia.
In reply lo a question, lu saidMy two brethren had, in my absence, some wonderful spiritual
experiences in the Grove. They saw me in all my wanderings ;
the Spirit of Light had shown them, as in a panoramic view, where
I was and tht! scenes of my travels.
How wtrt you supporltd at this timt1
I still had my property in possession. They could not deprive
me of that Even at that time, when I left the Magi, I could
have raised an army, had I been so inclined But now I fought
with a different sword.
Christmas, a clzurclz futiz•al commtmorativt of tlu birth of Christ,
has just btm lzdd by a grtal numbtr of Christians. Do you
know a11ytlzing as lo its qrigi11 1
What you call Christmas was not held by the early followers of
Jesus. It was not, as I subsequently learned, till a later period
that the Christian Church introduced that, with many other corruptions, into their system. They found the people wedded to
the observance of this festival, which had been held for ages in
many nations of the East, and they very cleverly gave it a new
name, and made it a great Christian festival It had its origin
amongst the Sabeans, who, when they observed the aspect of the
heavens at the winter solstice, spoke of it as the birth of a new or
virgin sun; and hence the joyous festival at that time of the year.
Was Juus born at that limt of 1/zt ytar 1
The proper date of the birth of Jesus was about the middle of
your summer, and about our harvest-time. The beginning of our
year would be about two months before yours. [Bmaiidwn.]

Digitized by

Goog [e

2o6

HAFED PRINCE OF PERSIA.

JTottt?::fourtb

~tttin~J.
6tlz yanuary, r8;2.

Conversation with the Inquirer-His Decision-Ancient Communism-Admis·
sion by Baptism-Becomes an Evangelist-An Inspirational Speaker] esus foretold in the Zoroastrian Books-Carius Polonius, the young Noble,
preaches at the Persian Court-A Tumult, and how it was QuelledPersecution he!:;ns in Persia-The Brethren draw closer together-A
Father's Hatred-Death preferred to ignominious Life-The first Martyr
in Persia. Qua/Ums: Baptism; its subjects- A variety of Modes-Were
Children Baptised ?-Dedication of Infants-The Sabbath in PersiaEarly Churches and the Sabbath.
·
THE last time we met I spoke of our first meeting in our new
house for the worship of God according to the teachings of our
Prince, who had gone before to prepare a home in the heavens,
where in a short time many of our number would M sure to meet
him. I also referred to the case of the young nobleman who had
just returned from Athens (the school of the world) with his soul
burdened with doubts and difficulties-the fruit of giving heed to
false philosophy, and forgetting the lessons of his youth.
After the brethren left on that occasion, I had some further
conversation with this young man. Reiterating his experience in
Athens, he said he felt disgusted with their systems; and although
he looked on the lessons of his early years in Persia as far superior
to anything advanced by the philosophers of Greece, the effect on
his mind was, that he was left in doubt He had come home to
Persia a poor restless sceptic, seeking peace and finding none, till,
guided to our humble meeting-place, he heard the truth from
my lips, which seemed to be fitted to overcome all his doubts,
and set his soul at rest; "and now," he said, "I am resolved to
cast in my lot with you."
I showed him that by taking this step, he would be deprived of
all the honours and wealth which, as the son of a Prince of Persia,
would ere long fall to him.
"0, my father," said he,. "what are all these honours and
wealth to one distracted? I have been so fearfully perplexed that
sometimes I have been tempted to fall on my own sword; and I .
believe I would have done it, but for a voice sounding in my ear:
' Holt/ on-bdfer times are comiltg lo you.'"
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I spoke to him in words fitted to meet his case, and warned
him against rashly undertaking to join our body; for should he
draw back, the consequences to him would be disastrous indeed
"No!" he exclaimed, "I heard the solemn vow of those who
have just left,-that vow, to follow the blessed Jesus till death, I
also make. Be not afraid of me; with his help, I shall never
shrink from the course I have adopted. And why should I hesitate to connect myself with one whom God has made the instrument to delh·er me from despair, whom I have been long taught
to venerate as the Greatest of the Magi, and next in dignity to the
King of Persia? To see you throw up all for J esus-0 well may
it become me, father, to follow you, and become one of your
number."
I said-" My son; these humblt: brethren have cast in their lot
with me, not I with them. But great in rank as one of the Princes
of Persia, and exalted as I was, officially, as the Chief of the Magi,
I nevertheless esteem it a duty and a privilege to do as my Lord
would have done-to look on these men as children of the same
Great Father, animated by the same blessed hope, and travelling
on to the same home on high. I am old and nigh worn out in
body, but I am prepared to give my remaining days to the service
of my Great Prince; and I know that when I leave my frail body,
there will be waiting to welcome me bright angels-my beloved
wife and child; and then, too, I shall be with Him whom I love,
and whom I serve."
We continued our interview for some time, when I laid down
to him the few simple rules under which we existed as a brotherhood, the chief of which was-that, in so far as concerned worldly
goods, we all shared alike. He said that being still under age, he
was not in possession of wealth, but that which he had he would
throw into the common stock; for, though he had travelled and
mixed to some extent in the company of the pleasure-seekers of
the world, he had ever been enabled to restrain himself and to
live somewhat temperately.
On the day following this interview, he went home to his father's
house, and on the next day he met with us, and was admitted to
the church by baptism. This was the first time the ordinance had
been observed-seeing it was the first case after our establishment
as a church.
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~his young man came to be one of the most powerful and influential preachers in connection with our little band He was in
possession of all the learning that this world could afford him, and
gifted with eloquence in no small measure; and that was something in Persia, for we loved poetry, and he had most assuredly
the genius of a poet. At times the spirit seemed to take full
possession of him while discoursing, so much so that his voice
became changed, and we heard instead the voice of the angelic
messenger from the Spirit World He did not remain long. with
us, but proceeded to the Persian Court, and after lifting up his
voice on behalf of the new faith in the highest quarters, he went
forth all over the land preaching boldly those doctrines which had
brought light and peace to his own bewildered soul, and were
fitted to benefit all who believed in them. The effect of his
mission, conducted in this bold and energetic way, was soon
apparent. Wherever he went a stir was produced, and the people
began to be affected by his unceasing labour; but it was not till
some of the converts were embodied as churches that opposition
showed itself. Some of the Magi were the first to get alarmed,
and began to take steps for crushing the growing movement.
I and my two fellow-workers, being well up in years, had been
quieter in our ministrations, and had not produced the same
amount of stir. For when I spoke, I generally took them up on
their own ground-the doctrines of Zoroaster : showing them from
their own sacred records that a great Deliverer had been long
promised; that these recor~ were even more definite on the
Coming One than those of the Hebrews, amongst whom he was
found ; for in them we find that he was to come of humble
parents-no dweller in palaces or lordly mansions, surrounded by
the rich and powerful, but a poor wanderer, yet so great, and
wise, and good, that he would lay down rules for the guidance of
men that would surpass all the wisdom of the world's sages. And
then I would show how they would find in Jesus of Nazareth all
that had been prophesied of the Coming One in the books of
Zoroaster, who had gladly seen his advent ages before.
But, as I have said, while I and my brethren were thus quietly
spreading a knowledge of the doctrines of the Nazarene, this
young nobleman, Carius Polonius, was boldly advocating the
cause of Jesus in the very Court of Persia. Although at some
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distance from us, we heard now and again of his labours, and the
effects following these. On one occasion, while proclaiming
Jesus as the only true prophet, who had sealed his doctrines by
the performance of great and wondrous works, he said that the
teachings of the Nazarene were not meant for the Hebrews only,
but for all nations-for the Persian as much as for the Jew. On
saying this to those by whom he was surrounded, they cried" Come, show us some sign by which we may believe what you are
saying;" percehing at the same time that they were preparing to
rush violently upon him, he raised his hand aloft, and the turbulent
men became still as marble statues. They stood and gazed, and
listened, not a motion was visible, while he spoke in words of fire
of the vice and sin that were eating like a canker at their hearts,
and at the heart of Persia-that Persia which had once a
Cyrus for its king, the Chosen of God, and who had obeyed
his God-until now the iron hoof of Rome was crushing them
in the dust; and warned them that, if they continued to sink
under the seductions of licentious foreigners, another and a worse
fate awaited them-the Arabs of the Desert would overwhelm
them, and compel Persia to accept a false faith at the point of the
sword. At last, in tones of love, he spoke to them of the Great
Father who loved them all, and who had sent Jesus into the world
to show mankind the way to the Paradise beyond, where he, the
great Leader and Exemplar, now was, ready to welcome all those
who followed him, living as he lived, and dying, if need be, as he
died, as martyrs and witnesses for righteousness and truth. Thus
he discoursed; and when he perceived they were calmed down,
he broke the spell which had overpowered them ; and those men
that had burned but a short time before with hatred against the
preacher of the truth, were now so changed that they would almost
have fallen at his feet and worshipped him.
This young apostle was well known, and it was soon spread
abroad that he was trying to overturn the acknowledged doctrines
of the Persians, his own father accusing us to the Government.
It was then that the followers of Jesus began to be persecuted in
Persia.
The persecution was not at first general ; but they began to
raise their hand against us, one by one, not openly, but by cowardly
and covert means. It was no uncommon thing to find some of
p
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our number assassinated by bands of riotous and abandoned young
men returning from their midnight carousals. And in course of
time the persecution waxed so hot that we were compelled to
draw closer together, oftentimes assembling at night to escape
the observation of our enemies, while we engaged in prayer and
fasting. Many a glorious night was thus spent in spirit communion. Parents who brought their children with them laid them
aside on their little beds, where they_soon fell asleep; and while
the fathers and mothers of the little ones were engaged in devotion,
the guardian spirits were seen by some of us nursing the innocents
that were soon to pass through the fires.
While thus we began to experience the first mutterings of the
coming storm, the first blast was felt by Carius Polonius. His
father seemed to have lost all natural affection for him-indeed
his love had been turned to bitter hatred. Concealing his wrath,
he employed a wily messenger to see his son, and desire him to
come to him. The young man (though he well knew his father's
antipathy to the new doctrine and its upholders) still loved his
parent, and went to him. Having thus secured his presence, the
implacable father threw off his disguise, and at once demanded
that he renounce the doctrines he had embraced. "No," he said,
" no, father ; though thou wert a thousand times dearer to me
than.. thou art, I will not give up one iota of my faith at thy behest :
no, not even to save my life. I have sworn to live and die for
Him, the blessed Jesus, and I am ready to lay down my life for
the truths I hold-the truths which he taught, who shrunk not
from death for thee, father, and for me." Enraged by this bold
and manly declaration, his father gave a signal, and a band of
men made their appearance, who were ordered to bind him. He
turned, while a tear (it is said) ran down his cheek, and said" May the Great Father forgive thee for this unnatural deed
Thou hast broken the tie between us. Now go I forth to death
in the cause of truth. Let the worst come ; I will show thee how
to die ! '' He was led off to prison, where he lay immured for
some time, and remaining still true to God and truth, he was at
last taken to a high cliff on the borders of the sea, where, chained
to a rock, he was left to recant or die of starvation. They imagined
that the horrors of such a death would issue in the young martyr's
recantation--but no, they waited in vain; he died in his chains,
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while his body became food for the birds of prey, and his bones
were left on the lonely rock to become bleached by the sun, the
wind, and the rain.
Thus died this noblest of the youths of Persia. Although
others had fallen beneath the knife of the assassin, he may be
accounted the first who suffered publicly for the cause of Jesus.
But there ~ere many more to follow. He only journeyed a little
before us; but though absent in body, he was present in spirit,
for at the meetings in our humble temple he was seen by some of
us to take his place at the table, and to be possessed of all the
energy which characterised him while in the mortal frame.
Was 1/u baptism

of converts common in 1/u Church a/ Bushire 'I

The practice had been recommended by some brethren who
had come from Judea. It had been adopted by one who came
before Jesus, and that as symbolical of cleansing, the turning
away from old habits to new. Jesus adopted the same rite, and
handed it over to his disciples ; and so it became customary in
the churche!! planted by them to baptise those who were brought
in. Indeed something of this nature was needed in the case of
converts from heathenism-something that was fitted to impress
them with the idea that the old practices of their former life,
many of them of a vile character, must be washed away, in
order to a new life of holiness and purity. There were no baptisms
in the church till that of the young nobleman. He was the first
who was baptised. As to the mode, that depended on circumstances. We sometimes sprinkled the water over the face; sometimes we lifted the water in both hands and poured it over the
head ; on some occasions a clean linen cloth was dipped in the
water, with which the face and hands were washed ; and when
circumstances permitted, I have known of persons being taken to
a river and there immersed. But all the modes of baptism were
looked upon as symbolical of cleansing.
Were infants baptisu/ 1

When parents were admitted to the church, their children were
not baptised ; but the mother who was a member, after the birth
of a child, came to the meeting-place with the infant, and after
thanking God for her recovery, she publicly dedicated the child
to God. At the same time, the father came forward with a thankoffering, if he was able to do so, such ·as fruits, or other dainties,
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of which all present partook. The pastor of the church then
blessed the child, and gave suitable advice to the parents and
to others present.
Was the W«kly Sabbath obsU'lltd by the Persians 1
The Persians always held one day in seven as a sacred day.
We were not like the nations around us, but more like the Hebrews
in this, and many other things, so much so that I think they must
have borrowed from us. In our little church, our meetings were
daily, so that every day was alike to us. Of course, the day held
by the Persians was that on which we had our chief meetings, for
then we had a free attendance ; for although the poor were not
debarred from engaging in labour a part of the day, they were
compelled to hold sacred the other portion. In my day, the
followers of Jesus, or Christians, as you call them, held the
days that suited the country they were in ; but there was no
binding obligation to hold any particular day as a Sabbath.
[ Bmdiction.]

Jfott!?::ftftb @j)itting.
IJth 'January, r872.
The New Views in Persia-The Romans introduce Evil Customs-Hafed on
War-The Spirit of the Martyrs-The Tide of Persecution Rises-The
Little Church Dispersed-Missionaries Sent Out-The Church in the
Woods-The Little Flock Captured-A Moclt Trial and Condemnation
-A Sore Test-Hafed Indignant-Standing the Test-Recant or Die I

AT our last meeting I made reference to the persecution that had
begun against us in Persia, but in spite of opposition in some
places, and persecution in others, the new faith spread extensively,
not only in Persia, but in other countries. In Persia, however,
there was an element at work against which we had to contend,
and which was lacking in some other nations. The Persians
were slow to throw up their old views, seeing so little difference in
some things, and in others none at all. We tried to explain our
doctrines as best we could, sowing the good seed in the hope that
some day it would spring up and bring forth abundantly, although
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the presentiment was ever before me of a disastrous day for Persia,
when a great shadow of evil doctrine would enshroud her.
At this time, like many other nations, we felt the powerful overbearing hand of Rome on us. Though still left to be governed
by our own laws, with a king exercising authority, we were but a
tributary to Rome, a subdued people. No doubt, the Romans
introduced certain valuable Jaws, but with these came a flood of
licentious practices that soon debased the youth of Persia. Their
circus exhibitions, in which lewdness and sensuality were unblushingly displayed, and the successful shedder of blood applauded as
a hercr-where the lookers-on sat gloating over the struggles of
man with man in deadly conflict-had all the effect of converting
the Persians to a love of bloodshed and war, and an insensibility
to noble deeds. Ah, me ! how heartrending is this dreadful love
of war. But the time is coming, though still distant,-for nations
must rise and fall ere the blessed time come-when the sword of
the Spirit shall be unsheathed. It shall sweep all before it; but no
more shall torrents of human blood be spilt. No, its conquests
will be over the hearts of men, and then shall they live in peace
and love all over the wide world.
The noble young martyr, who had gone forth over the land,
and even into the royal court, boldly proclaiming the truth, and
whose bones lay bleaching on the rock, was now filling a higher
position ; he had joined the glorious assemblage of courtiers surrounding the Prince of Heaven and Earth-his lords, ready to
go forth to do battle for him against the foes of mankind, to overcome man's enmity-not to destroy him, but to save him. The
martyrdom of this young apostle seemed to have created a thirst
for more blood, and they began to lay their hands on others. The
tide of persecution rose against us. Our bosom companions
turned to be our bitterest enemies, speaking in public against us
as rebels against the laws, and dangerous to the State. We began
to be hunted down ; while the fury of lawless and ungovernable
mobs were let loose upon us, and the humble house in which we
had met, and where we had spent many a happy hour, became a
prey to the flames. We were scattered, and took refuge from the
fury of our persecutors in the dense forests and up amongst the
hills, safer with the wild beasts than with our own countrymen :
these were our dwelling-places, while some got shelter in caves by
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the sea-shore. There we raised our prayers to the Most High
for protection and guidance; and, although suffering keenly, there
was no repining and no appearance of the spirit of retaliation, but
all exhibited the spirit of their Great Master, who had suffered
without complaint, and who had died 1>raying for forgiveness to
his murderers.
At this time I deemed it right that the two friends who had left
the Magi with me, and who had been my tellow-labourers till now,
should go forth to other countries and proclaim the truth concerning Jesus-that God had opened up the true way of life through
him; and thus I spoke to them : "I know, my dear brothers, I
shall be but a short time here; but there is work outside Persia
for you to do. You will go to the churches I have planted, and
tell them how we stand together in Persia. Go to Rome, where
you will meet with brethren from whom you may learn much
about the life and death of our beloved Master ; for in Jerusalem
there is a council established who send out brethren to many
places in Lower Asia, to Rome, and even to the lands of the
Goths." With heavy hearts, and their eyes dim with tears, my
venerable and dear friends parted from me for ever on this Earth.
There was work for them to do, while I would remain at my post
and endeavour to comfort and keep the few together as long as I
had a breath to draw.
We generally met for worship at the midnight hour, for there
were many amongst our number who had young families to provide for, and who had to do so as best they could during the day.
I have known some of these devoted men and women, after toiling all day, continue the whole night in prayer and supplication,
and at cock-crowing, like Zoroaster, offer up their morning thanksgiving, returning to their daily labour, and feeling as much
refreshed and strengthened as when they had got a night's sleep.
At these meetings in the woods and rocky heights there was
not a night without a bright spirit manifestation, in which we
received intimations of being taken away; and such, you may be
sure, we regarded as glorious tidings indeed, for we knew we were
going home, where no persecution was.
One night we had been assembled for an hour in one of the
thickly-wooded groves. We had sung a hymn and addressed the
Most High and the Prince of Peace, and I had just begun to
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speak to the few who surrounded me-about twenty-five men,
women, and children-when we heard the sound of feet trampling through the thick underwood, and shortly thereafter we found
ourselves surrounded by a body of armed men. By the light of
their torches I saw their intent, and, turning to my poor flock, I
said-" Brethren, now is the time for decision ! Which side do
you take? Is it that of Jesus, or the King of Persia?" When all,
raising their right hands to Heaven, cried out, "No, blessed Lord,
we will never desert thee. In thee, 0 Lord, is our trust; in thee
is our help! Ye stars, shining aloft throughout the firmament,
bear witness to our vow ! Though great our shortcomings, we are
ready to give up this life as a sacrifice to Jesus." We made no
attempt to fly, but submitted to be led off to prison by the Roman
soldiers.
We were brought before a tribunal that had been arranged for
the occasion. It was but a mockery of trial. It was quite evident they held us guilty, and had condemned us before they went
through the form. There were those present who were ready to
swear falsely against us, but we opened not our mouths. Our
protestations of innocence of the charges brought against us would
have been made in vain. Our cause was prejudged, and we were
condemned. One was doomed to be crucified-a death I would
have gloried in. A father and mother were next They tried to
get them to recant; but, finding the noble pair stedfast, the monsters seized the babe from its mother's breast, and, holding it up,
threatened to cut the child asunder before their eyes if they did
not submit As I beheld the atrocious deed, in this so-called
court of justice, my blood boiled ; I felt young and strong again,
and had I been armed with my good old fa/coil, I would have
swept them off from God's fair Earth. It was the "old man" that
rose within me. I could not stand unmoved to look on such a
scene. Yet such was done in a Persian court! But their vile
threat was in vain. The father and mother, although possessing
all the tender feelings of parents, stood firm,--they would not
renounce Jesus. (Where are the Christians now who would
. stand such a trial of their faith ? From what I perceive through
my Medium and otherwise, I fear there are none. There were
such followers of Jesus then, who were prepared to lose all for
him.) These and some others of our number were condemned to
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be stoned and burned ; others were doomed to fight with wild
beasts in the public arena ; while those of the men who were
young and strong were adjudged to fight in the same place with
Roman gladiators.
But I was reckoned the ringleader of this rebel lot, who had
plotted against Persia and Rome ! To upset these Governments, I had collected a band of twenty-five men, women, and
children I A teacher of strange doctrines I certainly was. But
what was that to Rome-she had no interest in such matters; but
then I had been the Head of the Magi, and had doubtless been
guilty of a great crime, in their eyes, in trying to substitute new
doctrines for the old theology of Zoroaster. I cared nothing for
their charges, I knew well that I could not escape. They asked
me to recant, and they would replace me. "No, though I had
ten thousand lives, I would not give up one jot of the truth .in
Jesus-! am ready; let me be the first to die. It is but the
casting-off of the shell ; like the caterpillar from its worm-life, I
shall burst away from this poor old worn-out body." But they
refused my request, they would merely allow me to go a few days
sooner.
We were then sent back to our dungeons, there to lie till we
should be dragged forth as a spectacle, an exhibition, on some of
the days of the approaching Roman Festival [ Bmedutio11.]

2oth 'fa!luary, r872.
The Persian Martyrs: How they Died-Hafed's First Night in a Persian
Prison-Review of a Life-The Arena-Fighting with Gladiators-In the
Cells of the Arena-A Vision of Jesus--The Heavenly Host- The
Aged Martyrs in the Arena-The Beasts Spring, and Die at their FeetThe Result on the Minds of some of the Spectators-Death of the Body
-Birth of the Spirit-Welcome Home. Q~~ations : "The Brethren in
Babylon"- Wilful Sin-Doctrine of Substitution.

I HAVE already told you how we were tried and condemned to
suffer death in various shapes. The weaker sex, strong in faith,
walked more boldly to the burning stake than did the men, but
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all professing their faith in the one name-Jesus the Nazarene-

the outcast among men, but the Most Blessed of Heaven.
That night, I was cast into prison for the first time in Persiathough once before in a strange land Many a thought passed
through my disturbed brain as I lay. I began a review of my life
from a child at my loved mother's knee, and recalled her teachings respecting Zoroaster, the Prophet and Lawgiver. I remembered my father, too, the stern old warrior and Prince of Persia,
yet one who was ever a kind father to me, his only son and successor. Then down the stream, from boyhood till I became a
man, and a leader of men, with my deeds of valour (as I at one
time reckoned them). Then the dark cloud that enshrouded me,
when· she, my beloved one, was ruthlessly torn from me by barbarians. That one terrible night had altered all my life course,the hand of God was there, through his ministering spirit, Zoroaster, who deemed it right that my idol be cast down, so that I
might be free for another work. Then I thought how I, who
could once take my place beside the King of Persia as a Counsellor, was now immured in a dungeon, and condemned to diemade a public spectacle, because I was loyal to Jesus, my beloved
Prince. The persecutors thought to rid themselves of the viper
that was wounding them. They were wrong. Could they but
have cleared their vision, and looked a little into the future, they
would have seen they were but adding fuel to the flame. They
thought, when dooming helpless women and children to die at the
stake, that they were getting quit of that for which these faithful ones nobly sacrificed themselves. Ah, mistaken men! They
saw not that every fresh victim became a subject for thought to
the people-something to ponder over. Nor did they know that
these innocents, when passing through the fires, had thousands
of ministering spirits hovering over them; and while the flames,
serpent-like, curled round them, consuming the poor earth body,
no pain, no agony was felt, for there were there those who destroyed pain, and were ready to welcome the martyrs into the
blessed abodes of the Summer-land And these spirit-forms were
seen mounting aloft to the blessed mansions-aye, and I saw
them, and 0 how I longed to ascend also. My time was fast
coming on.
The strongest and manliest forms were selected to go into the
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great arena, erected by Roman civilisation, there to fight with
gladiators, in bloody contests, for thousands to gloat over; while
some of the oldest were reserved for the end of the day's sports,
when they were brought in to be tom to pieces by hungry beasts.
At these festivals, introduced by the Romans, there was singing
and dancing, while wine was so freely partaken of that it became
a scene of drunken debauchery. The Persians, generally, had
been for a long time a temperate people, using but little; but the
Roman customs had been too quickly learned, and they were
now guilty of the same degrading vice.
It was in such circumstances, on the eve of the great festival,
that some of the brethren were taken in to fight next day with
gladiators who had come from Rome to display their skill Those
poor Christians (yet richer far than all who surrounded them) not
being trained to the use of the Roman weapon, although well
acquainted with the Persian two-edged falcon, became an easy
prey, the Roman gladiators boasting that they were in the right
because of their victory I As the night was closing in, an old man
was generally brought out to the wild beasts to conquer them, or
be devoured by the hungry animals!
We were placed in cages opposite the animals. I occupied
such a cell, along with another old man about the same age as
myself-that is, one hundred years; and we two were destined
for the first day's sport There were but a few thin iron bars
between us and the hungry lions and tigers, kept hungry for the
occasion, and the poor animals were continually tearing at the
bars to get at us. It was truly wonderful how calmly we slept
amid the continual roars of those hungry beasts. Indeed they
were glorious nights to both of us. I saw that old man on bended
knees, lifting his hands on high and praying to the Blessed Jesus,
and thanking him for the strength given to him to meet these
beasts and death unmoved I felt myself in the same position,
strengthened in spirit.
On the morning of the day on which we were to be brought out,
just before daybreak, we were sleeping one of those deep, calm
sleeps in which mind and body are seemingly enjoying great rest,
something like to the slumbers of the young life, when my companion in bonds awoke me, and cried out, " Look, my brother!
See ! our den has been transformed into a palace, and the hungry
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beasts, our neighbours, have been changed into holy beings." I
looked-I rubbed my eyes-it was indeed no dream ;-I saw
him, the good old man, beside me,-I felt his warm breath fanning
my cheek. It was a reality. " Look, 0 look !" he cried. " My
dear friend," I said, " we are getting a foretaste of the happy hour
when we shall pass away into the presence of the blessed. I have
looked on it before. I have been there with Him whom we love."
I had just spoken these words to my fellow-prisoner, when from
amid the glorious throng of the Heavenly Host (each one of
whom was bedecked with a brilliant star, and clothed in robes
pure as the driven snow), there walked forth One with stately step,
whose head bore a crown, the diamonds of which were brighter far
than mortal can describe, each gem surpassing in lustre the
brightest star that adorns the heavens; while in his hand he held
a brilliant sceptre. As he approached, I perceived it was my
Prince, the Blessed Jesus, and I bent low before the Glorious
Presence. "See thou do it not, my beloved father. Thou wilt
be here ·on the morrow, thou and thy fellow-servant. They
think to end thy days-that this day shall be thy last; but not
one day less than the time allotted thee shalt thou remain.
Another night will pass before thou comest, and then shall we
meet thee and thy companion here." The words seemed to fall
away, and again we slept. On awaking, I heard the hungry beasts
roaring.
I knew I had to pass the ordeal. The day's horrid sports went
on, and many passed away, and at last we were dragged forth,
two frail old men, before the assembled thousands. Calmly we
looked around, fearing none. . We had the word of Jesus ; we
knew he would protect us, that neither men nor beasts could harm
us. They let loose the animals from their den, while we stood in
the centre of the arena and calmly looked on as we saw the
hungry beasts narrowing in to a point, from which to make
their spring. We had dropped the weapons which had been
placed in our hands, and were standing with folded arms. The
tiger crawled stealthily on his belly, while the lion paced about, as
if he shrank from the ignoble use men had put him to. At length
the tiger bounded, and-dropt dead at our feet l The lion followed, but landed on the prostrate body of the tiger, on which he
stood like .a statue of stone. He, too, was struck dead by the
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Angel of Death. We claimed no victory with raised foot on the
bodies of the slain. They brought out other animals, but they
would not approach us. We were then led off, while the spectators
expressed their great disgust with such an unlooked for interference with their sport. Had we been robbers, no doubt we
would have been applauded-but we were Christians. A work
was done that night, however, for tl;le cause of truth, which could
not have been accomplished by a hundred years' orations. Many
who sat and witnessed the scene I have described, rose and left
(as I afterwards learned), and were so deeply impressed by the
sight that they became earnest inquirers, and afterwards converts
to the faith.
The second day came, and that day we knew to be our last.
Both of us knelt in prayer to the Great Spirit, and asked our
Prince to receive us to himself. There we continued on our knees
in the midst of the great arena, thousands of 'spectators gazing on
us. We rose not. The beasts made a great spring. I saw one
of the animals fix on my companion. That is the last I remember
seeing in the body : I opened my eyes and found myself in the
glorious home on high.
I looked around : he that died with me, still lay by my side.
It was a glorious change indeed, and one I had often longed for;
for now I had joined those loved ones who had gone before.
First my own beloved wife embraced me, and then my child,
now a stately man, hung on my neck. I could hardly realise that
which I saw. But as I looked I recognised my own dear father
and mother.
And then the whole region shook with a grand burst of harmonious music, while heavenly heralds proclaimed the welcome
to the martyrs for Jesus. I turned to one and inquired if such a
welcome was accorded to every one. " Yes," he said, " but you
seem to get a louder welcome."
I had run my appointed course on the Earth, and it was no
ordinary course. I had been happy during that course, and I had
been sad ; but I felt no regret, I was now done with the Earth
and its concerns, and happy, unspeakably happy, in my new home,
the land of my new birth; for though fully matured as a dweller
on the Earth, I was but as a new-born child in the Spirit World
And you, when you come to your last hour on Earth, be not
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afraid. Death is a kind and generous Angel to mankind. You
have but to live as Jesus lived, and when you are called away
from Earth-life, summoned to leave the body, ten thousand holy
ones, once pilgrims on the Earth, will carry you in triumph into
the presence of our Prince and King, once the humble Jesus of
Nazareth. Amen.
In

qn~

of the Epistks of Pdtr, the Aponk, he .nrys-" The
!Jrdlzrm in .Babylon salut~ you." Ditl you lmOfiJ of a church

in Babylon 1
No, there was no such church in existence in my lifetime ; but
he could not have been referring to the city of Babylon, for that
in my day was but a heap of ruins, with a few miserable huts on
the outskirts; possibly it was the district of country, or Babylonia,
that was meant.
'l"'wuglz you lzatl passed away from the Earlll, might you not
llav~ !mown, as a spirit, of the exislm&~ of suelz a dzurelz, anti
of Pdu s la!Jours amongst them, sed1zg the tlistrid was so Mar
to Persia 1

It was some time before I could get into communication with
Earth, I was so glad to be released-to meet with Jesus and the
dear ones who had gone before, and to become one of the happy
throng that walked in that great and glorious Temple.
Will the &Onsdousness of having MN many things w~ ougllt not
to

lzav~

MN, mar our lutppinas in

liz~ Jutur~ /if~ 1

Wilful wrong-doing, even though you return to God, must ever
remain on your memory as a cause for regret. You would not be
the same man could you forget your former life. But if you go
on in sin-if you have not turned to God and goodness-suffer
you must. Alas ! how many are now howling in darkness because
they have not returned to God !
What is your opinion in r~arti to the dodriN commonly taughtthai the dmllz of 'Jesus was a satisfadiqn to God, by which
H~ is enabled to r~millh~ pmally ti~ to th~ si1zs of all /nos~
who aeetpl of Y~sus as thdr subslitul~ 1

I do not wish to enter into that doctrine at present ; I would
only now direct your attention to the fact that millions on millions
of mankind never knew of Jesus and his doctrines. But are you
to suppose that, because of their ignorance, they have been doomed
to eternal despair? Jesus did not offer himself up as a sacrifice
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in the sense you speak of, but sinful men murdered him because
of the grand and glorious principles which he inculcated. When
the Christ came, the world was sunk in crime and darkness-so
much was this the case that one would have thought the Great
God himself would require to do the work. But Jesus came.
Did he come with a whip or a sword, and drive all before him ?
Ah, no ; he came as a poor, meek, inoffensive man ; so humble,
he would not raise his voice ; there was no ostentation with him,
he displayed his love to all, and was ever ready to do a kindness
to any one, even to his bitterest enemy. There was no pride, no
pharisaism to be seen in him ; he lived the truths he taught.
His heart went out in compassion for those who stood in need,
and he gave what he had for the relief of the lame and the blind,
and the deaf and diseased, of rich and poor alike ; while the
hungry multitudes became the receivers of his wondrous bounty.
By a lifetime of such deeds-a life in harmony with the words of
wisdom which fell from his lips-he became the world's Great
Exemplar, worthy to be followed by all men. He came to show
man how to avoid sin and its dire penalty-suffering ; and that in
loving his fellow-man, he best displayed his love to God.
(Between the date of the above sitting and that of the next, a
number of meetings took place with the Medium in trance, when
various corrections and emendations were made on the MS.]
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"GOD IS A SPIRIT."
"IN HIM WE LIVE AND MOVE AND HAVE OUR BEING."
" FOR WE ARE ALSO HIS OFFSPRING."
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a Natural Body and tMrt

"In my
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a Spiritual Body."

Houst art many Mansions."
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Old Friends-The Great Temple-Spirit Horsemen-A Burst of TrumpetsThe Prince Appears-Is it a Dream?-Tht: Welcome of Jesus-They
Enter the Temple-What Haled saw there-The Prince Addresses the
Assembly. Questions: Virgin Mothers-Annihilation.

To-NIGHT I find I shall be unable to do more than give you some
idea of my feelings on being introduced to the better land.
The leaving of the mortal body and the entrance into Spiritlife, may be said to be a new birth-a child from mother Earth
taking on immortality; and just as the child wakes up into consciousness of its surroundings in the Earth-life, so many of those
who pass away from Earth awake in the Spirit World; or, as
the tiny insect which lies torpid during the long hours of winter,
rises up into summer life in newness of form and faculty, and
seeks its provender from flower to flower, so there are some who,
freed from the material. shell, rise up with newness of life and
power into the celestial region of light and love and beauty.
I could at times hardly help feeling as if it were only a dreama vision. But this could not be ; for here was I, not alone, but
united once more to those dear ones who had gone before ; those
whom I had known and loved on Earth now surrounded me and
conversed with me, and all were anxious to explain to me thousands of new objects which met my view on every side.
My venerable friend, whom I had known on Earth as the Old
Egyptian Priest, came towards me, and invited me to go with him
to the Great Temple ; and with him stood that bright and glorious
one, my wife. whom next to God I had loved ; and there, too,
was the child of whom I had been bereft many years before,
standing beside his mother in all the beauty of Spirit-life and
stature.
Q
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Our way to the Temple was carpeted with the freshest verdure,
while thousands of flowers of the loveliest hues and fragrance
created within me a delight which mortal man cannot realise.
My whole soul was ravished by the scene. "And this is Heaven !"
I exclaimed, "It is worth ten thousand lives on Earth to live but
one day here."
At length the Great Temple burst into view. It was a glorious
object, on which the eye might rest in ever-increasing admiration,
with its great dome reaching far, far into space, while the rows of
its massive transparent pillars stood out in unapproachable
grandeur. I think there must have been, at this time, some
degree of earthliness clinging to me, for ·I felt somewhat dazzled
as the bright ones looked on me. But such sensations soon wore
off, and earthly weaknesses were no longer felt
On reaching the Temple, I observed a vast body of horsemen
drawn up ; they were thousands in number, and panoplied in
bright and glittering armour. And standing at their head I beheld
him who had been my Spirit Guide on Earth I He it was who
appeared as the commander of the glorious host, amongst which
I observed hundreds of those who had once been my fellowwarriors and fellow-labourers. Here they were again ready to do
battle for truth and righteousness. As I gazed in awe and wonder on the gloriously-clad throng, a shout as if from ten thousand
trumpets rent the air, and such as I had never heard before. I
turned to my E~tian friend, and asked him what it meant,
remarking, " The throats from which such sounds proceed must
surely be made of silver, so overpowering is the effect." He at
once replied-" Look ! That is the meaning of it ! He comes !
The Prince-the Prince I" I looked, and my eyes rested on him.
He was clothed in garments of spo~less purity, whiter than the
snow on the tops of the mountains. Following in his train were
thousands of bright ones, and all moving on towards the Temple,
to engage in the worship of the Great and Mighty Spirit.
All this appeared to me much like that which in some measure
might be seen on Earth, and everything around seemed so real:
the rocks, the trees, the hills and valleys clothed with beautiful
green-all so lovely, and yet so substantial, that at times, as we
proceeded, I could not help imagining it to be but a dreamsome vision crossing my brain I Was I mad? Was I still on the
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Earth ? Ah, no, no ! for here beside me was my venerable friend,
clothed in his robes of white ; and here, too, was my beloved
wife, with Heaven's lustre on her brow, talking to me in the old
and oft-remembered tones, and with the same familiar features
and form. These thoughts had just passed away when I observed
the Prince drawing nigh to us. At first I felt impelled to rush
towards him and throw myself at his feet ; but a sense of unworthiness coming on me, I drew back. He saw me, however,
and coming up to me he clasped me in his arms, exclaiming" Father, suffer thus much from me. Thou art welcome ! All
Heaven shouteth for joy that thou art come home. Come, my
father, come, let us walk up to the Temple that we may worship
the Great and Good, the Almighty Father."
We walked side by side till we reached the centre, as it seemed
to me, of the vast and magnificent building. Looking around
me I saw thousands on thousands of golden seats, representing
animals I had never seen before. Their eyes were lighted up
with fire, while the scales which covered their bodies displayed
thousands of ever-varying tints. The wings of these animals
formed the seats, on which sat multitudes of the blessed. These
figures were so beautifully, so ingeniously constructed, that I took
them to be living creatures, but I found afterwards they were not
so, but works of heavenly art-instruments of praise ! And as
the Prince walked on, ten thousand of these wafted their halleluiahs till the gloriously ravishing concord of sounds died away in
the far distance.
My old and esteemed friend, the Egyptian priest, officiated at
the altar which stood under the great dome ; and at the conclusion of the service, the Prince mounted the steps and spoke to
the vast multitude assembled before him. I will not attempt to
give you an adequate description of this discourse, but I may say
that nothing I had ever listened to could be compared to it It
concluded by an appeal, full of love and compassion, on behalf
of his fallen brethren in darkness, while he called on this one and
that one to undertake the mission of love. " Go down to them,"
he said, " and cast forth your influence on these my poor darkened,
enchained brethren, that they may be lifted up from their dismal
condition, and become partakers with you of light and love. How
can we be happy while thousands of souls, precious in the sight of
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the Great Spirit, are still the denizens of the dark caverns, cursing
their God, cursing themselves, not knowing that He is ever willing
to draw them away from their darkness into His great light."
We must now close. 'If you have any questions to put to me I
will answer them.
Did you ever hear of any on(, other than 'f(sus, wlw was born of
a Virgin'/
Yes ; there was one in India, named Balguus, a great Reformer.
There was another, who was still living about the time that I was
born, named Apollonius Tyanreus, belonging to Asia Minor. He
was, I rather think, of humble parentage. He may be said to
have been almost as great as Jesus in wonder-working power. It
is said that.he raised the dead, that he healed the sick, gave sight
to the blind, and hearing to the deaf, and caused the lame to
walk-all this, and much more. But then, he can never be compared with Jesus for goodness, who was holy and without a ftaw.
Apollonius, however, lived very strictly, subjecting his disciples to
very stringent rules as to their mode of living, inculcating the
practice of abstemious habits, so that they might be more able to
distribute to others in need. Such a thing as being born of a
virgin mother may appear impossible to men, but it is possible
with God. Why should men stumble at this when He, for ends
beneficial to his creatures, whether here or in other worlds, sees it
to be necessary? Why, it is but the bringing of another law into
operation to accomplish the end He has in view; and that end
could not have been attained had these come by ordinary generation. Do not imagine for a moment that spirits, such as we are
·who communicate with you, can do anything in such a work-we
can do nothing. We are but as twigs on the great tree. The
Great Spirit alone did the work by one of those High and Holy
Spirits who minister unto us, but who seldom come to Earth.
This is why Jesus is set down by his Hebrew disciples as the Son
of God. I had no proof of such a conception, but I believed it,
for I knew it by spirit communication.
Do ;·ou knou• of any cau of an!lilzi/ation 'I
No; annihilation is impossible. Dare any spirit say otherwise?
Soul and Spirit, the Divine and Human-two yet one-are inseparable; and the impressions received in the body endure for ever.
May the Great Spirit abide with you!
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~ttting.
I7llz August r872.

The Temple described-The Centrnl Altar-Uses of the Halls-The Stones of
the Temple-Form of worship in the Great Temple. Queslions: The
Lost Ten Tribes-Spirit horses real.

ON the last night we met I said I would give you a more definite
description of the great building of which I had been speaking,
and which, as you will remember, I had been privileged to enter,
in spirit, before I left the Earth.
This Temple is, in its dimensions, much greater than any ever
erected on Earth. The centre forms a vast round hall, surmounted by a great dome. From this hall there branches out,
north and south, east and west, four great wings, each of these
·terminating with a smaller hall, domed as in the Central Hall,
and these domes capped with golden pinnacles. The width of
the Great Hall is 4000 cubits,* and its height from the floor to
the top of the dome, 1z,ooo cubits. The four smaller halls are
each 2000 cubits in width and 2000 in height. There are four
grand entrances to the Temple, at the extremities of the four wings.
The entire building measures from north to south, or east to west,
40 furlongs.
Surrounding this great building there are massive
columns, rising to a height of 1ooo cubits; these measure at the
base 120 cubits, and tapering to about 6o cubits at the top.
Between each column is a space of 120 cubits; and to form the
entrances there is a space left of 240 cubits. These columns
support vast masses of building, and are connected by means of
half arches with thousands of inside columns, measuring half the
size of those on the outside. Above these arches, between the
outside and inside columns, there is a pathway 40 cubits in breadth,
running all round the building. On the inside pillars rest the
domes of the five halls.
In the centre of the Great Hall stands the Altar, the ascent to
which is made by twelve steps, each step a cubit in height.
Around the altar there is a trench or channel, to carry off the
blood of the sacrifice, or the water used in the service. Although
not needed, yet there it is : an altar similar in form to those used
• He gave the

le~

of the cubit as about

20

inches.
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in the Earth-life. This is the altar referred to in a former communication, on which my friend the Egyptian was seen to offer
up sacrifice to the Great God ; and from the steps of this altar the
higher teachers deliver their messages to the assembled throng.
The Great Hall is used only for worship, while in the smaller
halls, subjects of philosophy and science are introduced for the
benefit of those assembled. There you will find that the nationalities of Earth are, to a certain extent, still maintained by those
who meet here-Greek meeting with Greek, Hindu with Hindu,
Hebrew with Hebrew, and so on. Here we find them mutually
receiving and imparting truth in connection with such subjects as
space, the condition and peculiarities of other worlds (not now
looked at dimly by mortal eyes, and with the hazy imaginations of
spirits in the body, but as realities-places which many of them
have visited), and many other matters peculiar to life in the Spirit
World: subjects far above 1he comprehension of men, however
high in culture or genius, who are still clothed in mortal bodies.
The stones forming the great building I am trying to d~scribe,
are not composed of dark dense material, such as those used on
Earth. They may be likened to your precious stones, but all of
a far, far brighter nature, and yet still material substance. The
columns are transparent as crystal, and dazzlingly bright, so much
so, that were mortal eyes to look on them, they would at once
be blinded ; and ofttimes, indeed, they are dazzling to the
eye of spirit. As we gaze on these beautiful columns, there
appears a never-ceasing change of colours-in rainbow-like fashion.
But greater far than all these qualities, when a spirit looks into
them he sees reflected his own self, his own thoughts. Let one
of the poor, darkened souls of the Spirit World but glance upon
these ever-pure columns, and he would fly in terror at the sight.
I11 rply to qualio11s, he saidThe Temple is erected on an elevated platform, so that it may
be seen at a considerable distance. The inside walls are made
from various metals, finer in their composition than those of Earth.
Both stones and metals may be termed material, but yet in their
nature spiritual.
The wonderful instruments which appear to the eye as animals,
and which I spoke oi before as forming the seats in the Temple,
are all composed of gold and precious stones.

Digitized by

Coogle

SPIRIT-LIFE-FORTY-EIGHTH SITTING.

231

The floors of the halls are inlaid with the finest marbles, on
which are pourtrayed in strange figures human passions-the
whole symbolical of the treading of such passions beneath the feet
of those who enter therein. There are also many strange figures
delineated on the masonry supporting the domes, and these are
connected with man's earthly life.
The altar, or sacrificial form of worship is adopted to suit those
who had in their Earth life been accustomed to such a mode.
Indeed, such sacrificial forms were peculiar to almost all nations
till the Prince came. There is no harm in the use of these forms.
Many a precious night have I spent beside the altar in the Sacred
Grove. And it is to be considered by you that we in the Spirit
World who, in our Earth-life, were accustomed to these things,
form the vast majority of those who have entered into Spirit-life;
and is it at all unreasonable that the modes of thought and worsbip of this majority should still exist in Spirit-life? When you
come hither, all these things will be clear to you. You will find
no fault with the arrangement
There is nothing wrong in those of the same nation fratemising, so that they do not rest contented with that, to the neglect
of their duty-which is to endeavour to uplift from the dark
caverns of Hades our poor fallen brethren who are still enshrouded
in darkness.
Do you /m()11J anythitzg of tlu whertJa!Jouts of the descendants of the
Ttn Tribes of llu Hebrews, who were carried away captive
by the Assyrians 1
No; I cann:>t tell The captives were divided amongst the
Allies who assisted in the invasion, and were thus scattered over
various districts. There was nothing more heard of them, so far
as I know.
You spoke on a former oecasio11 abtJUI a large body of spiril horsemen: Were that horses realities, as real as the spirits who
sal on them 1
The horses were real This I treated of through the Medium
at one of your meetings.
I 1t•as not present on thai omuion.
I shall take up the subject at another time, in connection with
this narrative. [Benetlidion.]
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The Surroundings of the Temple-Beasts, Birds, and Fishes-No Rest in
Mere Enjoyment-Hafed wants to Work. Qtustio11s: Explanation of
Direct Cards-Jesus not Supreme-Apollonius and Balgesus: their Virgin
Mothers-Animals in the ~pirit World.

To-NIGHT, I will give you briefly a description of the surroundings
and immediate neighbourhood of the Great Temple. The ground,
then, on which the building stands is no mere grassy knoll, but a
grand and elevated swell of mountainous table-land, whose beautiful sloping sides and terraces are adorned with the richest
vegetation. Round and round the building, and skirting off in
every direction, are walks bordered by trees of gigantic size, far
far surpassing those of Earth (which are· but dwarfs when compared with them), and laden with a foliage beautifully diversified
in its colouring. Casting the eye down the slopes of the hill, the
scene presents to the view of the enraptured beholder, one grand
collection of all the colours of Nature; and all this to decorate
the winding paths which lead to the gates of the Great Temple,
in which the nations assemble to worship the High and the Holy
One-the Invisible God.
The atmosphere around is ever fresh with the sweet fragrance
distilled from the flowery fields, and inhaled at every step by the
blest ones who tread these heavenly paths. Here, too, may be
seen horses and other animals gambolling over the lovely lawns
and rich meadows, while myriads of birds, clothed in heauty, are
warbling their notes of thanksgiving and praise to the Creator.
But the scene is not composed altogether of beautiful woods
and flowery meads. At the base of the hill flows a river of the
purest water, fed by numerous silvery cascades from the rocky
cliffs above; and in the neighbourhood of the Temple are many
s~alllakes, in which may be seen multitudes of tiny but lovely
fishes dancing about, darting hither and thither amid the crystal
waters, creating interest, delight, and instruction to thousands of
little children from Earth-life, who are running about the banks,
under the care of their Heaven-appointed guardians. And here also
are to be seen many of the sages of old walking about absorbed in
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study and reflection; while here and there you may observe a pair
of re-united fond hearts, recounting to each other their experiences of the past life, and reviewing them in the light of the
present There again are to be seen some spirits newly admitted
to this paradise of bliss, eagerly gazing on all that meets their
enraptured vision.
Had I been told that this was Heaven itself I could not, when
I entered, have been more satisfied-so beautiful to my senses
did everything appear; but man's desires cannot rest in mere
enjoyment,-he must exercise the faculties with .which he is
endowed. Accordingly, when my old friend, the Egyptian, discoursed to me of the work in which he had been engaged, I too
felt a strong desire to traverse the kingdoms of the Lord and visit
other planets far away in space: I ardently longed to engage in
the missionary work of enlightening the denizens of the dark
caverns; to have an opportunity of casting over my fallen brethren
the influence of truth and love, so that they too might be drawn
upward, and become partakers of the joys and quiet peace of this
paradise, where all were happy, all were blest. In this bright
land, music and perfumes are wafted on every soft wind, while
songs of praise are ever rising from ten thousand voices to the
Prince and to the Almighty Father by whose power and wisdom
all things are upheld.
I will in due time give you some account of certain places in
the Spirit Land; of my labours; of my visits to other planets; the
exercise of our influence on fallen spirits, and our methods of
communicating with you through mediums.
Is the strange dzaracttrs al the bottom of 1/u Dir~ Card meant
for a sigtzaturd
Yes; it is my name in Persian. •
"The Andoll of Days"-Is this appli'ed to God or to yesus1
It is used as a name for the Great Spirit The other term,
" The Angel," applies to the Nazarene. Jesus is not God. From
all my knowledge of him, he, I am sure, would never say so.
Indeed, when he was worshipped as a God by some, he rebuked
them. And yet it is right to invoke him; for he is the Great
Mediator between God and man. He is the Prince of Heaven
• See Apjlmdi.x-Direct WritiDgs and Drawings.
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and Earth; that is, the Heaven connected with your Earth. He
is not the Great Spirit of all, but the Christ, the Anointed One of
your planetary system, and in whom is the fulness of the Great
Spirit. He is above all the Christs of the other systems; for none
but he was able to undertake the work of man's salvation, and
because of this he stands nearer to the Great God. Prayer
uttered by you cometh to Jesus, and through him to the Almighty
One. Ministering spirits are ever ready to convey your desires to
the Prince, and he is ever ready to plead your cause.
What mi'ght be the probable nason why Apollo11i'us and .Ralguus *
wen brought into the world out of the ordinary course of
gmeralion 1
The wonderful nature of their birth might well create interest
and observation in the peoples among whom they were born, and
tend greatly to draw attention to the doctrines which they taught.
Then, again, the fact that these extraordinary men were not the
offspring of high and mighty princesses, born in the lap of pomp
and luxury, but children of the poor-a labourer's daughter,
chosen by the Great Father to bear a son,-was fitted still further
to excite attention. No doubt, such a circumstance taking place
in some countries might create suspicion as to the virtue of the
mother, but the virgins in the countries referred to were so closely
watched that it was almost impossible that deception could be
maintained. Jesus had much greater advantages than either
Apollonius or Balgesus for the acquisition of knowledge, though
the former was almost equal to the Prince in his teachings ;-yet
there was a breadth, a world-wide application about the doctrines
taught by Jesus, that clearly distinguishes the one from the other.
As for the Indian Reformer, he was left far behind.
Are there any now leaving our Earth jilted to e~ller into lite Paradise you have been describing 1
0 yes; they enter there every day.
You speak of lillie fishes sporting about the dtar wote~·s of tile
lakes i11 1/ze t•idnily oftltt Great Ttmpk Art /hat and /Itt
otlztr animals 1/zert rtferrtd lo fl.! a spiritual nalurd
They are spiritual, and yet have all the characteristics of the
same tribes on Earth.
• See Pqe aa8.
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Had these fishs, or ollrer animals i'n Ike Spin"/ World, a prn•ious
exislen&t on Ike Earth, or art IIIeY new &rea/ions for Ike

Spirit World1
That is a question to answer which, adequately, would occupy
all night; but I will try to say something in course of my next
address to enlighten you on the subject. [Benedidio11.]

JTiftietb

~ttting.
I9llz September, r872.

Philosophical Pursuits-Condition of Planetary Worlds-No Sin and yet
Death in other W..,rlds-Animals in the Spirit World-Part and Parcel
of Man-Differences in Animals intellectually-Man Incomplete in Spirit
without the Animal Instincts-Varied Scenery of tbe Spirit Land. Q~~n·
twns: Reiocarnation-Mediumship.

AT our last sitting I finished my description of the Great Temple,
where multitudes assemble day by day to give thanks to the High
and Holy One; and not only so, but, as little children, to learn
somethi~ new concerning the great universe of God
Here we have our ancient philosophers, as was their wont, still
casting their eyes toward the heavens, to discover new beauties in
the rolling worlds. At one time these philosophers indulged in
many a fanciful speculation concerning the heavenly bodies; now
they need speculate no more, for they have visited those worlds,
and discovered what they are composed of. They find them
inhal>ited by intelligent beings all as good, and many of them far
superior, morally, to those of Earth. I myself, in the course of
my various missions in the Spirit-life, have visited some of these
worlds, and I found that the intelligent beings living on them, far
excel, in every way, the inhabitants of Earth. Many of those
beings, having thrown off the material body, have been here too.
They pass away from their bodies, not, alas! as you do on Earth,
but as in a sleep, and that not until they are ready to go. There
is no death in the childhood of these races-all come to maturity,
and then pass away. It would be well with the Earth were its
peoples in such a condition. In the worlds I refer to, there is no
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transgression of God's law, and consequently there is no suffering,
-no pride bringing with it those direful results so frequently presented to you on Earth; but all are under the loving sway of one
Great Head, and all are subject to the Great King who reigns
over all. There is no one there envying another's superiorityno one lording it over another, but all are on an equal footing;
and why? Because Love reigns in every heart-each one loves
his neighbour as he does himself. And yet these happy and holy
beings die-they pass away from the body into Spirit-life; not
an1id grief and lamentation, as is the case with you; but, the
indications of the change being well known, it becomes the
occasion of joy and gladness to all around-in fact, a jubilee.
When I look back and consider the teachings on this subject
contained in the sacred books of Persia and of the Hebrews, I
am amazed-! can but term them foolishness. Both Persian and
Hebrew Scriptures teach that but for sin there would have been
no death. But in the worlds I am speaking of there is no sin,
and yet there is death: certainly not that death with which we
are acquainted, with all its painful and terrible accompaniments,
but still the parting of the spirit from the body-from the material
to the spiritual.
Compared with some of these worlds Earth is as an atom of
dust on an apricot to the apricot itself. Had the inhabitants of
the Earth continued to exist without death, where would you
have been? Choke full, with hardly space to breathe in. Death
must come ; and it comes, in these worlds as in yours, to all in
due time. So has it been in the past, and so will it ever be, as
long as Man is a sojourner on Earth's surface. How long his
sojourn, none can tell; but if I may be allowed to give my
opinion, it will be for ever.
Now permit me, before I go farther, to say something concerning the animals in Spirit-life. Take the animals of your world,
study them, set them in order, from the smallest insect to the
largest and strongest beast, and you will have before you a subject
worthy your deepest consideration. In each and all you will
observe a certain amount of instinct or intellect corresponding to
their varied structures. You see the ant, a very small creature,
building his house with skill, and displaying forethought by laying
up in store provender for the coming winter. Here you have
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exemplified one of the most important features of man as a rational
being. Then look at the little mole, and the larger beaver, both
exhibiting in some measure the powers of engineering and building
in man. Take again, the spider, and you have the skilful, industrious weaver; for as the fishermen of Earth construct nets to
catch fish, so do these little animals weave their nets to entrap the
unwary fly. Then on Earth you have your birds of passage : these
may be called the mariners of the skies. Even in the fish of the
sea you may perceive something similar to that which meets your
eye amongst men; for here is one who, finding a shell vacated
by another, therein takes up his abode, and keeps it. Indeed,
bring all the various classes of animals, with their varied instincts
and habits, under your observation, and you will find that all these
are developed in mankind-each and all form part and parcel of
man; so that when he leaves the body to go into the Spirit World
he carries with him the instincts or intellect of all classes of the
animal creation.
But here we must look at another point-that is, the differences
existing in animals as regards instinct or intellect. You will find
some animals moving over the surface of the Earth, having their
spines in a horizontal position; others, again, not exactly so, but
varying from the horizontal to an angle of 45 degrees; while man
alone walks upright. It is in this we find the cause of diversity
in animals.
The solar rays, giving forth electricity, strike
down on man's brain, and thence down through his spine, in
an unbroken stream ; while in the lower animals, these rays,
striking on the spine from an angle of 45 degrees to the horizontal,
get broken up or scattered.
Seeing that all these instincts of the lower animals were needed
on Earth in order that there should be completeness in mankind,
it was also necessary that these should be carried by man into the
Spirit World; for if you set him down in a paradise such as I
have recently described without these instincts, he will find himself in a wilderness-you deprive him of that which goes to make
up his happiness. But no, here we have all that you have on
Earth-all much superior in character, but all in strict correspondence with that which exists with you in the material world,
and of which you are cognisant by your bodily senses.
I have in my Spirit-life traversed the various districts of the
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Spirit-land I have visited places of all sorts, some of which might
have been termed Hell, but to me all appeared beautiful Here
the eye rests fondly on nature's variegated fields of floral verdure,
and there the little streamlet wimples along its rocky bed; here
we have the majestic rivers pouring their rolling waters into the
quiet and pellucid lakes, that mirror in their deep bosoms the
image of the passers-by; and there, sweet music lends its powerful aid to awaken hardened, benighted, dark souls, to lift their
eyes upwards towards Him who can dispel the thick ·clouds
which enshroud them-to Him who is the source of all light,
without whose loving beams they are powerless to burst through .
the pride-bound gate that shuts them out from the companionship
of the truly happy.
I must stop for this evening. Have you any questions to ask ?
Hav~ you, in your long ~.xptrime~ of lift in th~ Spirit, rutr md
willz an individual wlzo had a rmumbrana of passi11K
through mor~ titan on~ ~.xis/me~ on Earth 1
No, no. If such were the case, I could not say I was myself.
I believe I never was on the Earth till I was sent direct from the
Great and Mighty Source of all Spirit. Some men in the Spirit
World go back to Earth, and teach the old doctrines they held in
mortal life, and which they still tenaciously hold. Let such men
but come to stand on the same platform that I and others occupy,
become frequenters of the Great Temple, and they will soon learn
to think otherwise. Many of us, indeed, return to Earth on
errands of love and truth, but not in the body. I, for my part,
have no such desire, unless it were permitted me to do so, and
then it would be to revolutionise the world-to bring on the
glorious " golden age," so long desired by all the good and true
in past ages. But here, and as I am, I have work to do-and a
glorious work it is: the rescue of the benighted ones who, in
multitudes, wander amid the shadows of the Spirit World.
Do you considtr il hurtful for a M~dium to silfor plzysieal, or
lo·w~r manifestations 1
In some cases it is hurtful. There are Mediums adapted, by
the peculiarity of their constitution, for these manifestations, and
for no other. To such Mediums, however, as our friend here,
who may be called a general Medium, and through whom very
varied phenomena can be produced, mere physical manifestations
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become hurtfuL The finer susceptibilities of such a Medium get
blunted or destroyed, and the animal portion of the Medium is
weakened by the withdrawal of the magnetism which he has
received from the sun's rays ; and not being possessed of a robust
constitution, he is not open to the magnetism of the Earth. But
if the Medium is strong, robust, he takes in that magnetism,
which passes continually between the north and south poles, and
also draws largely from the magnetism of those individuals who
sit with him. [Bmrdiclio11.]

JTtftl?=ffrst

~ttttng.
Jrd 0do6tr, I872·""

Q~~alioru:

The Worlds subject to the King of Kings-Other Worlds-Ap·
pcarance of Inhabitants-Their Clothing-Occupations-Earth Known to
Them-Astronomical Theories of the Magi-The Inhabitants of the Moon
-The Moon Inhabited on both sides-Is the Earth a Hollow Globe.
open at the Poles?-The Production of Worlds-The Body of Jesus
really Human-Materialisation of Bodies by Spirits, etc.-The Spirit
Voice-Transmission of Solids through Solids-Recognition of Mortals
by Spirits-Differences in Sptrit Transit-Is Cloth Manufactured by
Spirits ?-Spirit Costume -Appearance of Spirit to Spilit.

of addressing you this evening, I will answer any questions you are ready to put to me.
AI our last sz"tling you spokt of ctrlain worlds J'OU had visiltd
utltost i11ha6ilanls wtrt "all u11dtr lht sway of ont Grtal
Htad, and all art su!J.J'd to lht Grtal Ki!zg." Am I right
;, undtrsla!lllilzg /Ita/ raclt of thrsr worlds is rultti 6y
Grtal Hrads, occupyi11g llzt same rtlalion to tlztst worlds as
7 a us tlu Princt dors to ours 1
No, you are not right in your supposition. What I meant to
convey was this-that the worlds of the Solar System, some of
which are larger and some smaller than Earth, have all their rulers,
but all these are subordinate to the one Great King--the Prince.
INSTEAD

• I consider it necessary to state that several of the questions at this sitting
were put by Mr. K - , a gentleman now deceased, who took a deep interest
in the Medium.
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But we have also missions to worlds outside our system, who
have also rulers or kings; and these, too, are subject to him who
is the King of kings, under the Great and Mighty Spirit Just
as in Persia, in my day, the various Chiefs or Princes were under
one King, so in these worlds referred to. These rulers may communicate with mortals on Earth, just as Jesus does·-that is,
through a medium or mediums in the Spirit-World. I might be
their medium. I might take a message to E~rth.
Is I hue anything diffmit~ in the pusonal appearance of the inhabitants of these worlds you have visited from thai of the
inhabitants of this 1t1orld 1
In shape they differ very little from the inhabitants of Earth.
They are more open in countenance, so that each one can read
the character of his neighbour. In Saturn, they are taller, and
they live to a greater age, being much more robust than the inhabitants of Earth.
Do they require to be clothed as u•e do 1
Yes; they have, like you, to live under certain natural laws,
some of these severer in operation than those of Earth. In some
there are long winters and long summers. Just think of a winter
of thirty or thirty-five years' duration! Accordingly they are compelled to provide clothing to meet the demands of the climate.
How about their occupations: do they require to labour, as we on
Earth do, to obtain the ntcessaries of life 1
0 yes1 they have all their several occupations-they must work.
It was never meant that man should eat the bread of idleness.
God is ever working, and he who will not work is unlike God, he
is opposed to Him.
Are the inhabitants of such worlds acquainted with the slate or
condition of this world 1
Yes; they are, to some extent, acquainted with the affairs of
Earth through information derived from those who have left your
world. Constituted as you are on Earth, they are possessed of
the same desires to attain to something higher; and consequently
we find them seeking after knowledge-prying into the heavens
as you do, to learn something of the worlds rolling in space around
them, and anxious, like the philosophers of Earth, to discover the
laws which govern those wonderful and glorious works of the
Almighty's hand. But they are in a much higher condition for
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receiving an-d imparting instruction than the inhabitants of Earth. I
knew comparatively little of those great bodies that have attracted
the attention of astronomers in all ages of your world. But still, I
think, we of the Magi were as far advanced in our ideas of the nature
of the heavenly bodies as your philosophers of the present day.
W"t you awart of flu Earth turtling 011 its axis 1
A few of us were so. In Rome, Greece, and Egypt there were
controversies amongst the learned on this subject-some contending for the globular form, and others maintaining that it was
flat. There was a similar diversity of opinion amongst the
Hebrews. In Persia there were great disputes on this point; and
each section of the Magi had its own theories. In my own circle,
we knew and believed that the Earth turned on its axis from
certain signs which came under our observation.
.Do you /mow of any worlds wh"t flu inhabitants art of a lowtr
charader-physically, mmtally, or morally7
The only one in which the inhabitants are lower is that of the
Moon. There they are not so fully developed physically and intellectually; but, morally, they are higher than those of the Earth.
They are small in body, and chiefly occupied as shepherds.
Is tht Moon inhabiltd 011 both sidts 1
Yes; its population is scattered over it. There are places
where the cold is intense; but these, of course, are not inhabited,
any more than the very high mountains of the Earth.* Such
irregularities in the formation of worlds are needed. Imagine for
a moment what it would be were your world all a plain surface.
You would be deprived of much that goes to make up your comfort
and happiness in the mortal state. The vegetation would be so
rank, and the atmosphere so dense and noxious, that existence ·
would be a curse instead of a blessing. Life would be unbearable.
.Do you know if tht Earth (as somt say) is a hollow globt,
inlzabittd, a11d opm allht jolts 1
I believe the Earth is hollow, but not at all fitted for habitation.
But I do not believe it is open at both ends.
In reply to all obun•atio11 by Mr. K--, ht saidThe volcanoes of the Earth, and of the other worlds, are but
safety valves. Observe, that fire is the grand element in the
• See Ap,Nndir-Communications from Ruisdal and Steen.
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hands of the Mighty Spirit, to do his work in the production of
worlds. There are certain gases abounding in the atmosphere,
which gases may be reckoned the spiritual state of matter. By
the firing of the electrical particles, a refuse is produced, and in
course of time, the gases become solid matter. This law is
in operation at the formation of all worlds. Then these solid
bodies, as they Hy through space, are always gathering or forming
a crust of matter round the burning mass, while the Sun, or some
other great body, holds them in due course. But the internal
fire must have vent in some way; hence the upheaval of mountains on the surface of the globe in process of formation. And as
the cooling of the mass goes on, the atmosphere is produced,
which in turn produces water. That is why Moses begins his
·narrative of Creation by a reference to the waters. Our Sacred
Books do the same, and in this Moses very likely borrowed from
the Persians.
.Did you, whm on Earth, know of a doctrine hdd by somenamdy, that the body of J-esus was nqt a human body, but
01te simt1ar to those in which Spirits are making themselves
visible to mortal sight in certain drdes in London 1
I never heard of such a doctrine in my day. Jesus had a body
such as you have. He felt as you feel : he had all the feelings
peculiar to humanity. Had it been made up only for the time
being, those who hold such a doctrine have got to explain how it
was left hanging on the Cross, and not dissolved when the Spirit
left it. But, doubtless, it underwent some chemical change in
the tomb. Your sacred books say it saw no corruption, and
that statement is assuredly correct. That same body that hung
on the Cross he used when he appeared to his followers. He
needed not to appear in such a body as that referred to by
you : he was so spiritual in character, that he possessed, even
in his human form, almost all the powers of a disembodied Spirit·
Then again, as evidence to some that doubted, he showed them
the wounds in his body, proving that it was the same body that
had been nailed to the Cross. They needed to be confirmed in
all that they, as disciples, had seen and heard, so that they might
be fully armed in going forth on their mission to the world. We
know, however, that his earthly body was dissolved in the act of
ascension.
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Art you aware lhal ctrlailz Spirits art now maln-ia/ising lhnnsdvts, so /hal Ihey can bt fdl, sem, and htard lo speak 1
I am not aware of this; but I do not consider it impossible.
You will notice, however, that those Spirits who do so are likely
to be of a low order, and they manage to produce such manifestations at the expense of Spirits in the body. We could accomplish these things too, but it would be injurious to the Medium.
It is no more wonderful for us to appear in the materialised form
than it is for our Indian friends to produce those perfumes with
which you have so often been favoured-the one is as much
matter as the other. The Spirits you · refer to have, for a long
time, manifested in such a way. We have one here of the same
order-a rough gem-I mean him whom you know as JoK.*'
He could do what the Spirits you refer to are doing, but the
Indian Spirits would not allow him ; they do not think it right.
How is a Spirit enabled to sing 1
In the same way as he is enabled to speak. The Spirit uses
the magnetism of the Medium's throat; but if the Medium could
not sing, neither could the Spirit. In the same way, were the
Medium dumb, the Spirit could not speak.
Thm how aboullht Boy-medium Turkdint, for 1 (Mr. K--)
heard, in connedion 1uilh his 11udiumship, a slro11r, m011ly
spiril-vokt singing 1
It matters not the difference of voice, the boy could sing.
Do you suppose illiktly thai a puson could bt carried by Spirits
from one place lo anolhn- I
Yes; Spirits are able to do so. They can bring a stone
through a solid wall, and they can, in the same way, bring a living
body.
AI a drde whtrt I (Mr. K--) was unknotull, lht Spiril
" J'ohn King'' pronouMtd my name. Did ht perceive lht
mzme ti1 my mind 1 or How 1
If he had never met with you before he could not have seen
your name. You must have been at a circle where he was present; or he may have been told by some other Spirit who was
there : he might have got the information from your son, who
is here now. Some Spirits let in all and sundry into the circle ;
• See Appmdiz--Extra-ordinary Phenomena: Perfumes and Direct Voice.
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but in this circle we are hedged in; neither those who are friendly,
nor those who ~e unfriendly, are allowed.
I (Mr. K--j was told thai it look my so11 three milzults lo go
jour hutldrtd milu. Can you /til mt anything as lo lht
spud of Spirits ill goi11g from ont place lo attolhtr Y
In your son's case it might have taken that time; in others it
is different. Those who are fully developed, who have been long
in Spirit-life, travel as quick as thought.
One of lht Spirits riferred to as producing materialised bodits itt
London, allowed, it is said, a pita of her robe /Q bt cui away
by a persotz presml, and /hal piece is 1/0W as latzgzole as if
manufactured by earthly hands. Very curious, is il not Y
There is nothing very curious about it. It might have been
manufactured by man in the ordinary way. How easy now would
it be for me to go into Persia and help myself; but that would be
sin. Some spirits are not so scrupulous. As long, however, as
they manufacture from the atmosphere there is nothing wrong.
That which an individual produces by his own labour out of raw
material becomes his property, and to take that from him without his consent is robbery. That, however, which grows up
naturally in the open fields belongs to every one. We might say
that all things are the property of God ; yet He has appointed
that man should toil and labour, and earn a right to that which
he produces ; but the idle are guilty of robbery.
Have lht Spirits dolhts Y
Yes ; they manufacture them.
.Do differml societies in lht Spirit World wear costumes of various
colours Y
Yes ; but white prevails. I have always worn white, which
was my habit while on Earth. I wore a chaplet when Head of the
Magi, and 1 wear one still ; indeed, I still wear sandals, and I am
still girt about with a girdle.
Do lht Spinls appear lo you ;, Spirit-lift as /hey appear lo lht
mortal eye 011 Earth Y
Yes; we perceive a black man as such, and we see a fair man
as such. But better far, we are able to perceive each one's
character; hence, no wolf need come here in sheep's clothing.
Indeed, they could not abide with us-our pursuits would not
suit them. A righteous man, loving his fellow-man as he does
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himself, leaving the body, enters here in an elevated state. There
is no change in his character. An unjust man enters into Spiritlife-he may have .been a robber; here, however, though unchanged in character, he cannot rob, but he may combine with
other Spirits to influence men to rob. They band themselves
together in these dark regions (dark to them, but beautiful to us)
to carry out their wicked schemes, prolonging their misery and
wretchedness-but there is even hope for them. But the solitary
ones are in a worse state. They wander about in their dark and
gloomy course, without hope, cursing, despairing, and lamenting
their unhappy lot-thinking they are abandoned both by God and
man. · But they are not forgotten. We are ever striving to get
them to open their eyes to the truth. At last they begin to see,
and then it is we can do something to bring them up to the
light of truth.
May the Great and Mighty Spirit bless you, and abide with
you ! Good night.

Jrift~~seconb ~ttting.
8th Oclobn-, I872.
Hafed's first Experience in Spirit·life-A Contrast-The Inner Man-A Trinity
in Man-Discipline and its results-Questions: Difficulties in MediumsMediums, beware!-The Spirit's Holiday-Out of the Body-On Dreams
and Visions-Information given in Sleep.

AT the sitting before last I spoke for some time on the connection
which existed between man and the lower animals, showing that
man was the complete animal : that each animal was a link, and
that all formed one grand chain, of which man was the head link ;
that all had more or less of reason, according to their several organisations, and that reason was the great spiritual principle in man.
But to-night I intend to confine my remarks to the subject of
man in Spirit-life; and for that purpose I will recur to my own
experience after parting from the body.
On waking up I felt as if I had come out of a troubled dream.
The past few hours appeared to me as a sort of dreamy unreality,
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and yet I knew that that which had taken place was altogether
real-a fact--not to be set down as mere fancy. For a time I felt
in that dreamy, hazy-like condition. I began, gradually, to consider; I could observe no difference in myself-not even in the
clothing with which I was covered. This is something for you to
think about. Whence came these clothes? The Spirits did not
bring them along with me into the Spirit-land. How then? But
as the scales fell from my eyes-as I began to realise the fact of
my translation, I perceived that though my clothing was like that
which covered me on Earth, it was not the same. I then began
to examine my frame, and in that likewise all appeared as usual :
there were my hands, my feet, the shape of my body-the very
bones-aye, even the swollen blue veins in my arms and hands,
and the nails on my finger ends-all there ! But as I wondered
and gazed, all became transparent-there was no density in that
on which I looked.
I continued to look at myself and my surroundings, and as I
looked I ruminated : Is this, then, the grand change that has
absorbed the attention of philosophers of all ages and countries?
Has the veil at last been drawn aside? Now I see things as they
really are. Now I stand out in enduring form, solid and more
substantial than are the everlasting rocks : these may, in the lapse
of ages, crumble into sand; the mortal body may be dissolved
into the elements, and be blown hither and thither by the winds,
but here is the indestructible body. Man may-and, alas I how
often does h~estroy his earthly body; but this spiritual frame
shall never be destroyed. 0 glorious change! from Earth with all
its sins and sorrows and sicknesses, to Heaven with its enduring
rest and peace and joy !
Thus I meditated, and thus I wonderingly mused, and as I did
so, the truth, like rays of light, darted into me. That which I had
been accustomed to look on as substantial realities, even Earth's
great rocks and mountains and seas, now appeared to me but as
shadows when contrasted with the grand and magnificent objects
on which my vision rested. It was not, however, until the fonns
of my wife and son, with my beloved parents, and friends and
companions long passed away, stood round about me, that I
realised the fact of my transition-that I had indeed passed from
death to life-from the mortal to the immortal. Besides, I could
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now perceive the hearts of those dear ones with whom I came in
contact. Of course I do not refer to the bodily heart-that great
force-pump of the blood (if you carefully examine that blood you
will perceive the magnetic spark so necessary to the proper action
of the heart)-not that, but something different from and yet
corresponding with that important organ of the body-I mean the
spirit heart-the affections-the thoughts projected from the
innermost of the Inner Man. Observe, the Spirit has what I may
call an Inner Spirit. If you could but understand it! You look on
man encased in his wondrous human form, and you behold in
that form only the temple of the Spirit-the dwelling-place of
the Man-so beautifully adapted to all his requirements as an
inhabitant of Earth ; you tum your eyes to the Spirit-form-the
heavenly body ; but that is not the Man-that is not the all, there
is in that celestial body the bmtr Ma11-the thinking, feeling,
acting being, the DIVINE PART-the eternal indestructible offspring
of God. Do you see it? There is, first, the Body ; then the
Spirit ; and then the Divine Part : all these go to make up the
individual, the Man.
In the Earth-life, the inner or God-part-the Soul-may be so
obliterated-so defaced by worldliness and sin, that there seems
to be nothing left but the Spirit. Man, by transgression of law,
shuts out God. Coming here in such a condition he is drivenhe cannot help being driven-into the dark regions of despair :
there he abides without hope, and abandoned of God as he thinks.
But still there is hope, for he is not forgotten: the angels of mercy
and love are on the watch for an opening by which they may
operate on the inner part of this darkened immortal ; and when
this opening does take place, as a result of the discipline undergone-when the little chink appears, then is the door thrown open
for the influences of the ministers of love and truth ; the light
flows into the dark cells of his being, gradually and slowly at first,
but ever increasing ; and as the light comes in, so does the
degraded one emerge from his miserable condition, and risesever rises upward and onward. We, in our loved missions, are
ever on the watch in such cases, and when the opportunity occurs,
it is our joy and delight to work for goodness and truth-to lift
the poor helpless, hopeless one up out of the foul waters of his
sins to God's pure stream of truth, and thus to float him on into
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our sphere of light and love. In those who come here in a
renewed condition, the Divine part of their nature becomes the
thinking, acting part, and as they continue in this course, so do
they become more and more like unto Jesus who is the Image of
the Invisible God.
In rtp/y to an observation i11 riferente to Mediumship, lte (the
Persian) reiterated wltat lzaJ been staled by Ruisdal and
Stem on a previous occaswn. He saidSome Mediums have great difficulties to contend with in their
development; and we too find many obstacles in our way which
cannot easily be overcome, but which in time gradually melt
away. I observe that there is a disposition on the part of some
people to find fault with Mediums. This is not right What is
a Medium ? He is merely an instrument to be played on by the
controlling Spirit-a tool with which he works. How little will
destroy the true sound of a musical instrument, and in such a
case you will get nothing but discord, even from the most expert
player. Even so the-indisposition of the Medium damages that
which comes through him. Though you get a communication
bearing on its face a direct contradiction, do not be ready to
blame either the Spirit controlling, or the poor Medium who is
controlled Be charitable in your verdict concerning both. True
Spirits are often shamefully used by the ignorant and thoughtless,
frustrated in every way by the antagonistic condition and frivolity
of the so-called investigators. Beware of this. On the other
hand, Mediums should never get proud of their powers as
Mediums. The world may say they are gifted, and so they are ;
but let them ever bear in mind that the gift may be withdrawn at
any moment. In the case of this Medium, if Ruisdal were
inclined, he could make a stand-still, despite what either Steen or
I might say; for he is the governor in this matter, though we do
not now depend on him for the entrancing of our friend, seeing
that Steen can do that better than Ruisdal. But at the outset,
Ruisdal got, so to speak, the first link in the chain of controland he keeps it ; Steen got the second ; and I got the third.
Another remark I have to make is this : Mediums should ever be
wary of the company they keep. On all occasions they should
shun the society of depraved or immoral persons, for with such
there necessarily come bad Spirits; and under such circumstances,
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or conditions, a Medium being more or less open to influence, is
in danger. Especially is this the case with the vain and conceited
Medium, who is often unconsciously used by such Spirits to say
and do things of a deceptive character, which, when found out,
damage his reputation, and hnrt him in every way.
AI our last silting, 'Jan Stun in spmking of sletp, lmned illht
"Spin"t's Holiday." Is illht cast that lht Spirit of Man
rdirts from lht body in sleep, anti mltrs inlo a11olhtr conscious slalt of txislmct 1
Yes; such is the case. That question and others of the same
nature formed the subject of my study in leisure hours when on
Earth. It is one worth studying. Look at a man in deep sleep.
Half an hour before, he was a strong, active man, one you would
not willingly encounter as an enemy. · Stretched on his bed in
sleep, what is he? While sleeping, you have no fear of him ;
though he were your greatest foe, he has now no power to harm
you; his strength is gone; his limbs are as powerless as are a
babe's ; his powers of reasoning, thinking, or acting, have
vanished. The body rests. But the Spirit sleeps not. After the
day's toil-say he is a hard-working man (and that may be either
in bodily or mental labour), worn out by fatigue, the Spirit as well
as the body must have rest, else he could not go on with his daily
duties. So, when the body is laid to rest, exhausted by the
labours of the day, and the joints being dried up and needing a
fresh supply of oil, the Spirit is also tired and weary, but it requires
nothing of that rest which the body needs ; it goes forth into
Spirit-life : that is its rest. Observe the effects of change of scene
in your own Earth experience : both body and mind receive that
relaxation so needful to the well-being of every human being.
Even so with the Spirit
Is lht Spirit in a stale of consdoumess-capablt of nceiving
i'nslruclion, while absml from lht body 1
Oh, yes ; the Spirit is conscious while the body sleeps ; but on
coming back, on the waking up of the body, the conjunct being
has but a dreamy, confused perception of any thing that has taken
place. Some dream that they have seen faces of friends and
others whom they know to have passed away long long ago.
Oftentimes, places and circumstances belonging to the days of
childhood and youth will be brought up in panoramic vision, in
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which the faces and forms of the long lost appear as in active life.
But there are dreams that are only caused by the derangement of
the bodily system. The true spiritual dream-that which is
caused by the separate action of the Spirit-will, on the waking
up of the body, fade away in a minute; something may, however,
bring up the circumstances afresh to the memory, for they are
printed there, though lost for the time being.-Good night ! May
the Angels of the Most High watch over you !
(Here STEEN, as usual, resumed control, and the following
question was asked.]
.Do wt, whm away from our bodies ill sleep, gai11 any usiful
information in Spirit-life 1
Yes ; at times the Spirit does bring back information-sometimes in the shape of a warning of coming evil to the individual,
and impression of the proper course to avoid the evil, &c. Again,
there is not the smallest doubt that any one who is placed in
difficult and perplexing circumstances, is greatly benefited by
taking what is called "a good sleep over it." There is a great
truth in that old saying, as there is in many of such sayings. Man
is not aware of all the good he might gain by resorting to this
simple method in his seasons of perplexity. The fact is, that
mortals are nearly a half of their time in the Spirit World; that is,
if you take into account their thoughtful, contemplative hours
along with those devoted to sleep.-Good night.

JTtft~::tbtrb ~ttttng.
17/h Odober, I872.
Qrwliims: Separation of Spirit from Body in other Worlds-The Spirit World
made up from all Worlds- The Father sins and the Child suffers-Other
Worlds not all happy-Some swept into destruction-Did Enoch die?Enoch a sample of many others-Relation of Jesus to other WorldsReligious Systems contrasted-The Christian System-Moses condemned
and God vindicated-Music in the Spirit World-Use of Speech.

I WILL not address you this evening, but if you have any questions to put to me on the subjects I have recently brought before
you, I will answer them.
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Have flu inlzabilanls of tht ol!ztr worlds mattria/ bodies like ours,
and do IItty pass away like us into 1/zeir several Spirit worlds 1

I thought I had already spoken on this subject. I told you
that in those worlds with which I am acquainted, there is nothing
of that which you experience as death. In many cases in your
world, death is accompanied with great pain and suffering of both
body and mind. But in the worlds referred to, it is very far
different. In these happy worlds, the inhabitants live to a great
age ; having run their course, they go, as it were, to sleep and
waken up in the Spirit World ipvested with the Spirit body. It is
not, you will perceive, your death, but a translation. All have
material bodies, and all in due time pass quietly away into the
Spirit World, which is the great universe. I know of no Spirit
sphere (as you call it) belonging to one world and not to another.
Although Spirits from worlds outside the Solar system do not
generally intermingle with those Spirits belonging to it, there is
nothing absolutely to prevent them. I may illustrate this by
directing your attention to that which you see on Earth. Spread
over the surface of the Earth, you have many countries in varied
forms, sizes and features; these, again, peopled by different races,
with their several languages, manners, customs and religions,-all
differing, yet all belonging to the Earth : and as these tribes of
men are all drawn to their .respective localities by the ties that
bind mankind generally-that is, by sympathy in nationality, religion, &c., even so is it in the Spirit state. There still prevails a
feeling of kinship by which the Spirits of one nation are drawn
towards those who have gone before, who belonged to that nation.
The peoples of the Earth have their localities here as they had
while sojourning in the mortal body ; but there is nothing to
hinder those outside our system intermixing with us, any more
than there is anything to prevent natives of one country on Earth
mingling with those of another.
Is itllze ease 1/zattlzose wlzo have lived most in harmony witlz tlze
laws of God find it easier to lake on flu Spirit form 1

Oh, yes; it is certainly easier. But, notwithstanding, such an
one may suffer greatly before he is able to quit the mortal body.
His forefathers may have been transgressors, and not only have
suffered themselves, but sown the seeds of misery for future
generations.
As the Hebrew Record has it, the sins of the
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fathers fall on the children to the third and fourth generationand even farther. They must suffer for the father's sins ; it cannot be avoided. How different in those other planets where sin
is not known ! There the Golden Age still exists. There you
will find no gloomy anticipation of death as on Earth, but all are
happy in contemplating the change from the mortal to the immortal ; for so keen and clear is their spiritual vision-so pure
and lovely are they in their lives, that they see the spirits of their
departed friends, and these see the human form, and have intimate communion the one with the other, walking and talking in
loving friendship.
Are all worlds i'n 1/zis &olldilion of happi'ntss I
No; there have been worlds, in long past ages, the dwellers on
which were far greater transgressors than the inhabitants of the
Earth. They were so much opposed to the laws of the Great and
Almighty Spirit-so very wicked, that they and the worlds they
inhabited were swept into destruction : yet those sinners, once so
vile in their rebellion in the ages of the past, are now, I know,
amongst the brightest angels that walk the heavenly courts.
There is a slalemml made in 1/u Mosaic Record, thai " Enodl
walked with God, and God took him."· Do you know if lu
did, or was lu translated (as is commonly /aught) without
lasting dmlh 1
That case as recorded is just an illustration of what I was
speaking of-I mean, the passing away of mortals in the unfallen
worlds. You will find the case recorded in our Persian Books
too ; for Enoch was a Chaldean. There have been many holy
men whose lives are recorded in the sacred books of all nations,
and Enoch may be taken as a sample of the whole. Indeed, I
have seen those who wor.;hipped graven images, of whom it might
truly be said, "They walked with God, and God took them."
'Jesus, according lo your slaleiiUill, is tlze Head or Anointed One
of 1/u Solar Worlds. Have these 1Wrlds had a revelation
of him similar lo /hal which has bem made to us 1
Not exactly. The inhabitants of these worlds cannot be
blamed as the murderers of their Prince. They acknowledge
him as their King. He has visited these worlds in the same
manner as he visited your Earth before his advent as a man. He
has appeared to them as their Lord. Not many know of his
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mission to Earth ; indeed, it is seldom taken notice of. I myself,
though his friend and companion on Earth, must nevertheless be
classed as one of his murderers ; for, though I maintained a
blan1eless life, I often felt that I still was subject in some degree
to the "old man"-in other words, that I was one of Earth's
children. Would I have denied my Lord? No! Still I was
but human.
With yuur apmmce since you lift 1/u body, have you ascertained
whether there is any of the systems of religion on Earth more
tha11 a11other that has bmt successful tit elevating the moral
character of thou adhering to them 1

I considered the Persian system as good as any I knew. The
systems of Greece and Rome were in many points demoralising
in their tendency : mere sensual shows terminating in debauchery
and wickedness. Such could not be the religion fitted to elevate
the spirit of man. It was all the other way-it degraded him.
Proud and vain in their imaginations, they foolishly •deified their
dead heroes, and worshipped them. How unlike this to the conduct of my own countrymen, whose prayers were directed to the
Great and Mighty Spirit, through the grand symbol of His
glorious presence and power-the glowing orb of day, whose
gracious and blessed beams fall on every one, even as the Great
Source of all Goodness pours down His blessings on the just and
unjust alike, for with Him there is no difference. The Hebrew
system was doubtless· one which was fitted to raise man; but that
people were ever a disobedient and rebellious race. Faithless to
the light so graciously vouchsafed to them, they were ever departing from the laws laid down for their guidance, and following
after the idolatries of the nations surrounding them. Egypt,
though now looked upon as an idolatrous nation, was really in
possession of spiritual truth adapted, in some measure, to elevate
her people. This was seen, to some extent, in one of the rules
laid down in their religion, by which, when a person died,
though highly exalted in station-eve? though a king-he underwent a trial, and if proved to be unworthy in his life, his body was
not permitted to be buried, but sent back to his own house, to be
a spectacle in the sight of the relatives and friends he had left
behind him. This we think was, in the case of the Egyptian, no
small or weak deterrent in his daily conduct. To be judged after
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death ! by those, too, who had lived along with him ! There was
no escape. He was sent, as it were, back from the gates of
Heaven. Some of the practices of these ancient nations appear in
your eyes as barbarous and unseemly, but you will find, if you
candidly study them, that they all had a good purpose to serve in
harmony with the times. They were all, more or less, acquainted
with the use of symbols. Even the followers of Jesus the
Nazarene used the Cross, which they held to be a symbol of his
death.
But you havt not riftrrtd to tht Christian systmz as an agmt in
man's dn,att'On 'I
I thought your question referred to the various religious systems
of my day. The religion of Jesus was not a system in itself; it
drew from all the other systems. He rejected that which was
evil, and took that which was good in the prevailing systems, and
taught it to his followers. Had they walked in his footsteps their
course would have been glorious ; for then their progress, like his,
would have been accompanied by many wonderful works, to convince those who were opposed to the truth which they sought to
propagate.
It is staltd in tht Htbrnu rtcords that on Mosts coming down from
lht mountain, and finding lht Israditts mgagtd in tht worship
oj a goldm calf, ht ltd Oil a gmtral massacrt, in which thirty
thousand pusons Wtrt slain. Do you CO!lsidtr that, itl so
doing, ht was acting in harmony with tht will or law of God!
Oh no, no! God never brought war and bloodshed on mankind,
and never will. The High and Holy One never instructed man to
slay his fellow-man. Had Moses but reflected on the story of Cain
and Abel, which he himself gives, he would have seen that, at the
very outset-from the beginning, God reprobates the shedding of
man's blood : there we find that the murderer was not slain, but,
witb a stamp on him, he felt himself driven out from his fellowmen
-out from the God whose law he had broken-as a wanderer on
Earth•s surface, to repent in bitterness the ruthless deed. But
Moses was terribly provoked, and, in his anger, he forgot that
which he should have remembered. He did a deed that day for
which I am sure he is now deeply sorry : and should I meet him, I
have no doubt he would acknowledge he had done wrong. I, too,
feel deeply grieved on reflecting on some actions of my Earth-life;
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and had I my life to live over again, such actions would be avoided
by me. Think not that though the sins and follies of the bodily
life are forgiven, that they ever can be forgotten by those who
committed them.
Is music produad ti1 the same way with you as with us-thai is,
by the vibration of the atmosphere!
Yes; and by both instruments and voice.
Is it necessary to use speech in your i11ltrcourse one with anollur !
It is not necessary, yet we do so. Good night! [Bmtdidion.]

JTtftp=fourtb

~ttttn g.
Jist October, I872.

Places or Spheres in the Spirit-world-Spirit Scenery adapted to Spirit Tastes
-The Dark Side. Qwstions: The Beauties of Spirit-land not the Work
of Creatures-Paul referred to as a Co-labourer-The Direct Inscriptions
-A Medium necessary-Persian Poets-Light in the Spirit WorldTainting of Messages.

AT a former meeting, I spoke of man as a three-fold being.
To-night I will take up the subject of localities or lands of the
Spirit World. You had something on this subject, on a former
occasion, from Ruisdal and Steen ; * and I do not know if I can
treat it better.
The Spirit World comprises many different lands or places, in
which Spirits, in accordance with their condition, find a suitable
habitation. There are many who term these spheres. I call
them places-countries, similar to those of Earth. And inasmuch as the various tribes of men on Earth (as I said before) are
drawn together into nations or countries, so is it with man in
Spirit-life-the various classes or conditions find their respective
localities. One man of your Earth may have a love for the gay
and delicate flowers that decorate the fields. Another takes a
wider range, and takes delight in grand and beautiful scenery, and
his soul revels amid the mountains whose snow-capped tops pierce
into the heavens. Another, amid the thundering roar of dashing
• See Apptndu- Communications from Ruisdal and Steen.
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waters pouring from the cliff above to the dark depths below,
loves to contemplate the rainbow hues of the cascade. Others,
again, prefer quiet and solitude in the dark gloomy paths of the
forest, that their hearts may rise in aspiration to God; while
another class find their greatest pleasure on the waters in the
bright and beautiful sunshine. Even so is it in the World of
Spirits. There is one who loved the beautiful flowers of Earth,
and he finds his loved and lovely treasures in their celestial
beauty much more lovely than ever he dreamt of. Here, too,
there is enough to satisfy the admirer of Nature in her grander
Here the
aspects, of mountain and valley-of flood and field
joyous waters fall from the rocky heights in a tide of music, at
once gratifying the eye and ravishing the ear of him whose soul
loves to find pleasure amid such scenes. And then, again, we
have our grand old woods and their quiet solitudes, through
which the contemplative man may walk and meditate on the
Great Spirit, and on all His wonderful ways and works-how
all is so beautifully fitted to the necessities of the creature by the
All-wise and Almighty Creator, and how all become, by His
arrangement, sweet mmtsters to man. There, too, on the banks
of a beautiful lake, whose silver waters ripple under the beams of
heavenly light, we have great gatherings of the lovers of music,
whose songs of praise, reverberating on the distant rocks, come
back in harmonious echoes across the waters, filling their hearts
with gladness, love, and peace.
Such scenes as I have been describing, are only adapted to man
in a truly moral condition; for where I am all are God-like. It
is different in the dark places of the Spirit World; there men are
still under the dominion of the animal part of their nature ; their
God-like part is still buried up, over-grown with weeds, with no
eye, no ear for Heavenly things. Not until these choking weeds
are torn away can the Spirit be made to feel that there are
treasures around him which he may possess. When, however, the
hindrances are removed, he finds a place suitable to his moral
condition. Painters, artizans, philosophers-all find in Spirit-life
their varied wants and aspirations fully met by the wise providence of the Great Ruler.
I will say no more at present, but I will reply to any questions
you are ready to put to me.
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011 011e o~~asion Stem told me tluzl paintings in the Spin"/ Worltl
wtre not protlt«ed as they are with us, but by a mere voliti'o11
on the part of the Spirit: now, are the things you have bem
sperzking of the produds of will powtr exercised by Spirits 1

No; we cannot by any amount of willing produce such things.
He that created that small ball on which you now live-He who
created and who upholds the might}' worlds that roll on for ever
in space, created this place-the place I have spoken of-for you
and for all It was made to suit man in his varied conditions as
a moral being, god-like in his nature-a being ever progressing in
wisdom, love, and truth towards the Grand Source of all being.
Had you a great love for change of scene (as I know I had), and
had you also many opportunities of gratifying your desire, you
would, notwithstanding all that you had been privileged to witness, still wish to see more. But, with such desires and capacities, suppose you were confined to one spot,-not shut out from
light and air,-would it be the mere confinement or the lack of
change that you would feel most irksome ? [The lack of change
assuredly.] Even so is it with the spirit ushered into the new
state-into a state of light. Were that an unchanging state-a
continuous round of the same duties, the same pleasures, the
same scenes-how would you feel ? You would be miserableas much so as the poor darkened Spirits, groping about amid
their self-created gloom. No; the Great and Wise Spirit, our
Creator, knows best how to meet the wants of those whom He
has formed.
Why tlo you anti Paul abide so long in your presmt sphtre.t

Were Paul and I to go into a higher place, we should find ourselves idle-the blessed work in which we have so long been
labouring would be at an end. Remember, we both feel deeply
the obligation to work; for did we not oppose God in our Earth
lives! I, as a warrior, shed the blood of my fellow-men, sending
them into the Spirit World before their time. By so doing I opposed Him. And Paul, though not a warrior, was one who stood
up violently against his Prince; and in opposing Jesus he opposed
God. Neither Paul nor I are tired of the good work. Our great
delight is to throw in the light upon our brethren of mankind who
still stand in opposition to God. We wish to lift them up, and
bring them into the presence of Jesus the Prince. Fighting at
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one time as a warrior, with sword and spear, against my fellowmen, against God, I am now wielding the spiritual sword against
darkness and sin.
You staltd that you were the agent in the produdion of the Direct
Card,* i11 which you gave the places in our Sacred Books
whffe the Hebrew and Greek pc1ssages were to be found. Am
I to conclude that you are acquainted with these records as we
have them at present arranged-that is, in chapters and
verses!
No; I am not acquainted with the present arrangement. These
Hebrew writings were not in my day in the same form as you have
them now; they were in scrolls of various lengths. Some of these
contained longer accounts of the subjects treated of than you have
got; they must have been abridged since then. As regards one
portion of the Direct Writing, I got it from one who lived on the
Earth after me. He suggested that I should take the passages
from Paul's writings; and since then Paul has informed me that
he was the writer of them. I managed the Hebrew passages by
impressing the Medium to tum over the leaves of his book at
church till he reached the place.
Is it possible for a Spin'/ to give manifestations without the presmce
of what we term a Medium!
It is quite possible; but a Medium must have been in the place
before, and left some of his influence or magnetism there; otherwise the Spirit could not act. The Spirit may act without any
knowledge of the Medium, but the Medium must have been there.
One may say-" I saw a Spirit-form while in bed last night"-some
one dear to them-it might be a beloved husband or wife, sister
or brother, father or mother, or child-still that Spirit could not
appear had there been no mediumistic person present. And in
regard to manifestations at circles, many of the circle, though not
Mediums, may see things as well as the Medium, who, in such
cases, may be giving out magnetism so powerful as to neutralise
the positive influence of the persons present. When this is done,
then we can come in and do our work. Again, if that which is
produced be only manifest to a few who see, hear, or feel, it is
just because these are more mediumistic than the rest. In
• See Appmdix-Dircct Writings.
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some cases, when the conditions allow, we can gather up the
power of the circle, and make ourselves a body, something like
our Earth body.
Do YQU /mQW of a Persian pod wlw bon 1/u name of HAFED?
In my day there were many of that name in Persia. There was
one of that name a poet; but all Persians were, less or more, poets.
There was no one, however, of any great standing, unless he came
after me.
Would it be agreeable to you to give Ill! t/u substance of an address
through this Medium, so that I may give it a/length to our
meeting on t/u Stmday Evening?
I'll think over what you suggest.
Is /lure in the Spirit World a Sun, similar to that of our system,
doz"n~ t/u same work for yQU as our Sun does for us 1
No; we require it nol We have continuous light emanating
from the Great Source of all light, and by which the orbs are supplied. Were we to get our light from a Sun, we should, like you
on Earth, have night and day. The light we have is so pure, and
of such a nature, that I cannot find words to explain it to you.
The Medium sees it, but it is not the same to his vision as it is to
ours.-Good night. May His light ever beam on you !
Under the control of 'Jan Stem, zit reply to an observah'on abQU//he
conlradidory ulleratl«S coming lhrQUgh Mediums, he sai'dIf the Medium thought there should be a Sun, had he even the
smallest idea of it, the message would be given accordingly, in
spite of the controlling Spirit.

Jfiftl?~fiftb

~itting.
5th November, r872.

An Address on Spiritualism-Modem Philosophy False to Science-Some·
thing worth Knowing-A Lion in the Way-Blind Leaders of the Blind
-The Materialist and Atheist-The Innocent suffer-Jesus a MartyrAn Appeal to Parents-Truth Crucified-Be bold-Jesus our PatternThe Christian Churches unfaithful-The Words of Jesus Denied: Why?Manifestations a Means to an End-An Illustration-Ancient Spiritualism
in the "East'' -In Persia and Egypt-In Greece and Rome-In JudeaLack of Courage in Mediums-Rescue of Fallen Mortals-Spirits need
your Help-Be not afraid.

AT your last sitting, you said you were desirous to have an ad-
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dress from me, to be delivered to your meeting on the evening of
Sunday. I am ready.
This night I mean to speak to you on the claims of Spiritualism.
I am addressing those whom I may designate the pioneers of the
grand anny already on the march for the coming conflict; and
yet, in styling you pioneers, I am not unmindful of many who
have gone before you who might well bear the noble name, as
propagators of the truth-the grand science of Spirit Communion,
for indeed it is the science of all sciences. Were your professed
scientists only sincere in their desire to arrive at a solution of the
difficulties that encompass the investigation-were they to go
about it in the same spirit which they manifest in other matters,
the truth, in all its beauty, would soon burst upon them, that all
things, everything they are cognisant of-the entire universe of
material worlds rolling in space, with all the· multitudinous hosts
of intelligences that inhabit them-the still greater Spirit World,
the dwelling-place of the immortals-have sprung from the Great,
Ever-present, All-wise Source of all things, our Father God, the
Infinite Spirit.
Why should these philosophers start back from inquiry because
of the seeming simplicity of the methods by which many of the
manifestations of Spirit power are produced ? Conduct such as
many of them exhibit is altogether unlike that which we expect
to see in the true philosopher. They are false to science. Philosophically considered, what matters it whether signals are
made by taps or raps on an article of furniture, or whether,
as is not now uncommon, a voice is heard from an invisible
agent? Is not the despised tap as much a product of law as is
the sound of the human voice ? Let these men seek for the
origin of these sounds in the right spirit, and they will be rewarded. The great philosophers who lived in long past ages of
the world did not despise the study of this subject (for, be it
remembered, this is no new thing); they searched with all diligence till they found, and though some failed, they did not
hesitate to conclude that these sights and sounds had a supernatural origin; others, again, were more privileged, for they
opened their hearts at once to the great and glorious truth, that
Heaven was indeed thrown open to their longing souls.
And is it not a gladsome thing to know that we who have been
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so long away can come back and speak to you as we used to do
when inhabiting the mortal body?- that the gates of the Unseen
World, which so many imagine to be fast closed, are not so, but
stand wide open ?-that the loved ones whom so many think are
torn away from you by what you term "cruel Death"-the father,
whom you venerated ; the mother whom you never can cease to
love; the husband, the wife, the brother and sister, and the little
darlings that clung to you in loving embrace-that these can and
do come back again, and make known their presence, telling you
of their life in the Spirit, and of the blessed reception that awaits
the wise and good of all ranks and of every nation?
But there are some who are afraid to look at this subject which
you call Spiritualism; they are dreadfully afraid lest it overthrow
their cherished theological systems. And what is this that stands
like a huge lion in the way of these timid souls? To such I would
say, Go to your leaders who pretend to know so much about the
Spirit World and the life behind the veil, ask them to tell you
something concerning it, and they will say, with some show of
mystery, that there are but two places in the life beyond, between
which there is a great impassable gulf; that when the Spirit leaves
his body he is lost to the world, and will never come back till the
great day when the Earth shall be burned up with flaming fire, .
and then, encased in the resurrected shell, he comes forth for
judgment ! You will find that the great mass of these blind and
blinding leaders of the people have no certain knowledge of the
subject to impart to the poor inquirer. Some of them will tell
you that the Spirits of the just " sleep in Jesus" till the Resurrection morning-when that comes none can tell; and again, almost
in the same breath, they will speak of the deceased as in the
enjoyments of heaven, and "present with the Lord;" while in
regard to all others, they do not hesitate to consign them to the
region of lost souls, there to abide until the Resurrection, when,
re-united to their mortal bodies, and judgment passed, their
anguish is intensified by the junction, and ever increases in intensity to all eternity ! Ah me I how the systems of men darken
and disfigure the simple truth ! Not come back! Where have
they got this notion? It is but a thin partition that divides the
two worlds ; the one is no great distance from the other; and
there is no impassable gulf, dark and dismal, separating Earth

Digitized by

Goog [e

HAFED PRINCE OF PERSIA.

from the Paradise of the good, or even from the dark places of
the poor, self-imprisoned, self-degraded soul. Believe it not. We
can and we do bridge over this supposed gulf, this valley of
death ; for quick as thought we are with you-the wish is barely
formed when we are present to bless you.
There are some, however, who ha.ve no belief in Spirit-life; they
tell you they have no proof of such a life; that it may or it may
not be for. aught they know; that the death of the body is
seemingly the end of man ; that the great and the good of all
time, with all their virtues, with all their bright and glorious
attainments, go down with the poor casket to the dust of the
Earth ! There are some, too, who, in addition to this, doubt or
disbelieve the existence of God-the Grand Parent of allthe Great Spirit, who loveth and provideth for every one. This
perversity, though deep and painful to many of you, must not
hinder you in your efforts to set the truth before them. These
men are the blinded victims of the false theologies which have
prevailed in the world ; and see that you who have the truth,
make its light shine before them. No God? No life after socalled death? Man an orphan-a passing shadow? No, no, a
thousand times no ! Though such an one may entertain the dismal thought, though he believe not in an immortal state, let me
tell him, that he, even he goes forth in Spirit into the World of
Spirits, while his wearied body reclines on its welcome bed of
rest ; and although, on awakening, he is unconscious of the fact,
nevertheless as a Spirit he has gone forth, and taken part in things
better and brighter and more glorious than he in his vaunted
philosophy ever dreamt of.
But some of these may say : If this Great and Good Spirit is
all you say He is, why does He permit evil to raise its head? Why
allow the wicked to triumph over the good ?-to crush truth and
subject its adherents to torture and death-permitting evil men
even to lay hands on the innocent-to bring disease and death
on thousands and tens of thousands of helpless, innocent
children? Why is this? Well, they are the victims,-sacrificedmartyrs in the cause of truth and goodness-suffering on account
of others. When the great prophet of the Hebrews said that the
iniquities of the fathers fall on their children to the third and
fourth generation he uttered the truth-a truth which cannot be
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denied : Do you not see them suffering from diseases inherited
from their forefathers-down, down through generations to their
source? And these poor little ones, who should have grown up
to be stalwart men, and healthy, beautiful women, strong in body
and mind, and useful to their fellow-men-pass away from their
frail house, unfitted for Earth, and undeveloped in Spirit for the
duties on this side. This is not God's work. It is in opposition
to his laws. His will is, that, by the discipline of Earth, they
should be brought to maturity as men and women, and thereby
become, when they leave the body, fitted for the employments
and joys of the Spirit World.
But from the beginning the innocent and good have been the
victims-slain because of the guilty and evil-minded. Behold in
Jesus of Nazareth, my Prince, a martyr to the truth which he
taught : the holy and the just condemned and crucified, and the
robber Barabbas set free ! It has ever been so-Truth is crucified,
and Iniquity is honoured.
As I have already said, Spiritualism is no new thing. There
were always some who knew that mortals could communicate with
the World of Spirits-could walk and talk with angels; and some
of those who were so privileged, who got thereby glorious light
into their souls, built up systems of theology, but which are now
rotten-falling to pieces ! Why? Because their adherents deny
the very foundation of their own creed-communion with the
dear ones who have gone before. Just think of it. Fathers and
mothers, to you I speak. Is it not the truth, and gladdening to
your hearts, that the loved ones who have passed over can still
come back-that you can still communicate with them, even those
bright little prattlers that sat on your knees, that fondled you with
their tiny fingers, and with pure lips kissed you on the cheek?
And you had to part with them, and the bitter thought rose up :
They are lost-lost for ever ! Ah, no, it is not so; banish the
thought. They visit you; they come to bless you-to watch over
you, as much as we the aged do-we who have long, long ago
crossed over the stream. These dear ones come to your hearths
with their chains of roses to enwreath you, and shed down on you
the sweet perfumes of the heavenly land in which they dwell.
You are, my friends, having the finger of scorn pointed at you
because of your adherence to the truth of Spirit-communion; and
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you have to a certain extent become martyrs, by laying bare the
truth to your fellow-men. But had you done so in past times,
yo~ woulrl have been treated in a very different manner.
"Draw
back your words or die !" Such would have been the ordeal in
days gone by. They thought to kill the apostle of truth-to
stamp him out of existence : in their bigoted blindness they but
set him free. I knew something in my Earth-life of this kind of
opposition. But be not afraid. Be bold for the truth. Take
Jesus, the Prince, as your great pattern. He was never afraid to
proclaim the most unwelcome truths before a whole nation ; nor
did he hesitate on every fitting occasion to show his great power,
in giving sight to the blind, hearing to the deaf, health to the sick
-in making the lame to walk, and even bringing back the spirit
to the cast-off body. He had these spiritual gifts without measure,
and he exercised the power wherever and whenever he perceived
that good would result therefrom to man.
Go on, then, and fear not. We are with you, and present to
help you in the declaration of the truth; and as messengers from
the Great and Mighty Father, we are ever desirous to give you
that which will convince the world that we are with you-that we,
who are reckoned dead, are still alive, and live for ever.
If men would only walk up to the lessons imparted to them by
Heaven's ministering angels, the day would soon come when the
churches would be thrown open to them, to go in and proclaim,
with trumpet-tongues, the grand, the eternal truths which Jesus
uttered. Then would they be able to do the works which he did,
and then would his promise be fulfilled. Why should those who
are banded together as his followers, and bearing his name, deny
his words? Must I answer this question? Since ever man had
existence on the Earth to the present time, the leaders of the
people-the priests-neglecting the truth given to them from the
Spirit World for the benefit of man, have busied themselves in the
building up of their theological systems, leaving the poor spirit of
man without instruction to fit him for life on this side. There
have been exceptions; but such has been the rule in all ages, and
amongst all nations.
These men-these so-called spiritual guides-and their unthinking followers, may look upon you as madmen, sneer at
you, and make you marks for ridicule; but, strong in the light
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which we have vouchsafed to you, heed them not. No doubt it
is a kind of martyrdom, hard to bear ; but even as Jesus, my
Prince, bore it, so must you also bear it
"We would disdain,'' say other opposers, "to sit round a table,
to see it tilt, and listen to raps!" And so should all reasonable
beings, were that the only object. They who speak thus forget
that such manifestations are but the means to an end-the
mode adopted by certain Spirits for communication with mortals.
And here let me warn those who are now listening, to give no
cause for such objections when assembled at what is termed a
circle. Sit down in a reverent, child-like condition of mind,
sincerely desiring spiritual food, and you will be ministered to by
Spirits of the right kind. Having truth for your object, never
mind the apparent simplicity of the means by which it is to be
obtained It is surely just as reasonable to give information
through the signal of raps, as to do so by controlling the organisation of a man or woman.
But it has ever been that what was considered foolishness, alike
by the thoughtless worldling and the proud philosopher, has
turned out to be the very wisdom of God, through the ministration of His messengers. Here is one, a noble boy, who loved his
mother dearly, and who was as dearly beloved by that mother.
He is gone, no one knows whither. Ah I who may calculate that
mother's doubts and fears-who can describe them ? She seeks
tor tidings of the lost one, but no mortal can relieve her breaking
heart. At length, some one whispers to her that she may gain
information by communion with Spirits. She sits down at a
table, and here is a Medium, through whom Spirits can work-it
is through his mediumship they can get at the table. Raps are
heard The Spirits producing these sounds are asked to spell out
their names (I have often stood by while this was done). A name
is given. It is her son's I Then comes question on question, and
answer after answer, in relation to the circumstances of his life
and of his death. He comforts her. He will be ever near to
her until death, and will be at hand to welcome her to the land
of light and glory. The mother's anxious soul is at rest She
knows where he is, and how he is, and she longs to meet him in
the Paradise of the Blest But suppose now that the poor
woman, in her anxiety, had gone to a priest. "Can you tell me
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anything of my lost one?" "No, no," he would say. "Go home
and pray to God; it may be He will give you light." But as for
information regarding her son, he, the so-called servant of God,
has none to give her.
Some of us can operate in another way. One who has the
power may use the hand of a Medium, and give you written communications of great length on various subjects concerning both
worlds.
Again, many of you know something of what is termed dirtd
writing, and also direct drawings-that is, writings and drawings
produced without the use of mortal hands (such as those which
David and Jehoram, kings of the Hebrews, received), and also of
many other modes of communication.
But why need I say more? Walk ye in the steps of the Great
Prince, Jesus the Nazarene, and ye will have the gifts which he
promised. Then will your churches receive the Spirit of him
in whom they profess to believe, and then will be ushered in the
longed-for Golden Age, when man and angel will walk together in
loving and holy converse.
As I have said, there were some in all ages of the world who
knew about these things, and others who made them the subject
of investigation and study. Let me, then, briefly glance at Spiritualism as it was practised in some of the nations in olden times;
and this will be best done by looking at their various modes of
communication.
The peoples in the far East excelled those of the West in their
knowledge of Spirit-intercourse. This, generally speaking, may
be ascribed to their habit of long fasting when desirous of communion with the Gods-for such they held the Spirits to be.
This practice of fasting made it much easier to control the
Medium, and to bring him into the sphere of the controlling
Spirit. He became, as it were, a better tool in the hands of the
controller than if he had been full in body and in strength.
Weakened through long fasting, it is easier for us to work through
the Medium on all occasions. The far East became thus celebrated in spiritual knowledge. The powers of their Mediums
were so full that they could remain for a length of time within the
Spirit-sphere, and carry back into the mortal state that which they
saw and beard in the dwelling-places of the Gods.
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Coming westwards, and nearer to Persia, we find fasting still
practised, though not generally. Nor was it persisted in for any
length of time, as in the East, for such a practice was not in
accordance with the lessons we taught the people for the preservation of health (I am speaking of the Magi); and my Spirit
Guide gave no encouragement to those long fasts that injured
man's bodily system. When we entered the Sacred Grove in the
early morning, we did so fasting, that we might be better fitted to
receive all that the Great and Holy Angel of the Fire had to
impart to us, and through us to the assembled Magi waiting outside the holy place.
In Egypt another mode was adopted. Certain priestesses
connected with the Temple service were dedicated to the work
of communion. These Mediums could be consulted only in two
places in Egypt They were kept carefully secluded, and held as
devoted to the work. Indeed, so closely were they kept to it
that they were seldom off their beds, on which they lay in deep
trance, and suffered correspondingly in health. The messages
were delivered in the trance state, as I am now doing through my
Medium. There was another method. The Medium priestess
stood at a small table, ... having a polished silver top, on which her
fingers rested, and the inquirer, looking on the clear surface, read
or saw thereon that which he sought for. The priests also wore
polished stones on their breasts, and the inquirer saw on these the
information he wanted, which might be applicable to the things of
Earth, or to those of the Spirit World. This latter mode was
adopted by the Hebrews-their High Priest wearing a breastplate
of polished stones, through which messages or information were
given to those who sought for such. But the Egyptians did not
hide their light, as some did in those olden times. They gave it
forth for the benefit of the people. Messages warning of threatened danger were laid before the Council of State, so that the
Government might be prepared for it, or take measures whereby
it might be averted. You have a case in point in the story which
Moses gives of Joseph-how predicted famine was provided for.
Egypt, in this case may be said to have been made the granary of
all the neighbouring nations, and much wealth flowed in to her in
• See pages 63 and 67.
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consequence. The Egyptians afforded more instruction in regard
to Spiritual matters than any nation under the sun. None ventured so far as they did in this. The World of Spirits, and the
conditions of Spirit-life, were plainly and repeatedly opened up to
the people, so that they might be prepared for the inevitable judgment that awaited them at death, by which, if found wanting, they
would be hurled into a place of discipline (not into an eternal
hell), the experiences of which would in due time elevate themrising higher and higher, until they became as Gods.
The Grecians were far behind other nations in knowledge
pertaining to Spirit-communion. They had their oracles, but
used them in such a way that much was lost The Greeks
asserted that they received their messages from their marble idols!
Not so the Egyptians; theirs (they said) came from the high and
holy Spirits. As for the Romans, they were very far back in all
spiritual knowledge.
The Hebrews were equal to the Persians in this matter of
Spirit-communion; and, had they lived up to the favours con·
ferred on them, they would have been a grand people indeed.
But they were everywhere held in detestation because of their evil
deeds.
I cannot speak so freely of Spiritualism as it existed after my
day; but this I know, that there never has been a time when there
were no Mediums for Spirit-communications. The gift ha!; been
often hidden-buried out of sight-by unworthy recipients, afraid
that the world should know of it, and they be subjected to suffer~
ing and death ; but it is high time such unfaithfulness should
cease. Why should man any longer go into the Spirit World in a
condition of doubt, delusion, or darkness, when he may enter in
with the light of truth-in the sunshine of knowledge?
There is nothing in this great subject calculated to darken the
path of man, but much to eillighten him in his earthly course.
Come, then, friends, be up and doing. See what you can do to
raise your fellow-men from the depths of sin and misery into which
multitudes of them have sunk. Earth, alas I has still her poor
outcast wanderers. I can see them on your busy streets (through
my Medium), wandering hither and thither, few caring for their
welfare. Shut out from human sympathy, shunned by their own
sex, and trampled in the mire by the other, what wonder though
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these forsaken, desolate souls seek relief in death? Try, my
friends, try to do what we are doing in the Spirit World. A
grand, a noble, and a godlike work it is-to rescue even one of
God's offspring from misery.
Think not, however, that your efforts must be confined to
mortals. This idea has too long prevailed. You may aid the
poor darkened one who seeks to attract your attention at your
circles. Drive him not away ; he is, as much as you are, the
offspring of the Great and Mighty Father, who loveth and careth
for all His children alike. That poor wanderer of the Spirit
World, mourning and groping 'mid the darkness that enshrouds
him, may, by everi one kind word uttered at a circle, be guided
into the upward path, that will lead him into the brighter spheres
of the Spirit-realm-into the realisation of the light that ever flows
from goodness and truth. Great will be your joy when you cross
the river, to find him whom you helped to rise waiting to meet
you, to give you a gladsome greeting on your entry into the
better land.
Up, then, and unfurl the banner of the truth. Be not afraid of
anything that men may say or do. The way is open ; tum not
aside, but go forward. We are with you to guide you in your
course. Boldly and faithfully pursue that course, and soon will
you see the streaks of light, harbingers of the glorious day-the
good time predicted in our ancient books, when Earth will be
one grand scene of love and peace-when all shall acknowledge
Jesus the Nazarene as their Lord and Prince, living under his
loving sway, and evermore holding sweet fellowship with the wise
and good of all the ages.
May the Great and Mighty Spirit be ever with you to bless you !
and may the loving little ones that are now hovering around you
encircle you with their flowers, and quicken and refresh your souls
with sweetest perfumes ! •
I would like if the Medium would re-deliver litis address i'n lran(e
al our metling.
We cannot get him to submit to be used as a trance-speaker
before strangers.
• This address was read at the public meeting of the Glasgow Association
of Spiritualists on the following Sunday evening.
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Hafed on Xerxes the Great. Artaxerxes, &c.-Inquiries after Xerxes in the
Spirit World-The Book of Memory-Hafed and lssha search for
Xerxes-The Dark Regions-Solitary Confinement-A Breach in the
Prison Walls-Affection of a Wife for her Lo3t Husband-Light breaks
in-Xerxes Humbled-His Prayer-His Rescue-A Good and Useful
Spirit. Ques/iQns : Missionaries of the Spirit World-The Jewish Trinity
-Geographical Knowledge of Jesus-Coal in Persia-Mechanical Power
in the East-Printing from Plates by the Magi.
To-NIGHT I will occupy the time with giving you some account of
the rescue of one of my countrymen from the dark prison-house
in the Spirit World.
He had been one of the kings of Persia, and was named Xuxes
-the Great, as he has been called. If to be the proudest tyrant
that ever ruled over a nation entitles him to be called great, then
great he was; but it assuredly was at the expense of his people's
happiness and national ruin. Speaking as a Persian, and from
an earthly point of view, he was ~ne that ought to have been
trampled beneath the feet of every patriotic man. Why do I say
this? Because, while his predecessors on the throne had striven
hard to promote the happiness and prosperity of the people, he,
the vain-glorious, heartless despot, robbed his own nation, and the
nations that were subject to him, of their wealth, and prodigally
spent it on the silly decoration of his soldiers. He cared not
where it came from, nor by what means; but gold he would have.
He seems to have had all his pleasure in the ostentatious display
of soldiers clothed in the most gorgeous apparel; and it was no
uncommon thing to see the armour of many of those who followed
him to battle inlaid with pearl, and sparkling with precious stones.
What foolishness ! But it has always been thus with the proud
and vain tyrants of the earth. Pride produces folly, and folly
brings forth ruin. He was never satisfied unless he had some
monarch bending in the dust before him (I am now speaking as
a mortal). He marched against nation after nation, subjecting
them to his tyrannic sway, and demanding their wealth to be laid
at his feet His thirst for gold, to satisfy the demands of his
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vain-glorious shows, was insatiable. But the Greeks were too
much for him. Some of their smaller States submitted as tributaries; but Athens and Sparta stood out against him, determined
not to crouch before this tyrant, with his innumerable hosts.
Mad-like as it appeared, they were resolved to humble his pride.
Xerxes and his great army marched against Greece. They
thought not of defeat. What could these hundreds do against
his millions? But these hundreds of Greeks withstood the
mighty hosts of the Persians and their tributaries, who were overthrown, and driven back with great slaughter. Xerxes, and the
remnants of his great army, in their disastrous retreat, arrived at
the Hellespont, but found the bridge of boats, which he had
caused to be built on his advance, destroyed by a storm. Enraged
at this misfortune, he cruelly ordered the builders of the bridge to
be crucified. But this was not all, for the Athenians had succeeded in burning the greater portion of his immense fleet. It
may easily be imagined that few of the ill-fated expedition returned with Xerxes to Persia. But I think the Persians were as
much to blame as was their king for this expedition and its
- terrible result. He went back a second time, and again met with
a disastrous defeat. He was at Sue, when an officer of his
Guards, who had deserted to the Greeks, but had returned to
Persia, assassinated him.
After Xerxes came Artaxerxes, the same monarch who, as recorded in the Hebrew book, raised the Hebrew maiden to be his
queen. He also caused the Hebrew books to be translated into
the new Hebrew, and repaired the walls and set up the gates of
Jerusalem. 'rhough still holding sovereignty over many tributary
nations, he finished his reign in peace. He was succeeded by his
son, Artaxerxes the Second, who, while on an expedition, was
assassinated. A little later, another of the Persian monarchs was
poisoned hy one of his servants, whose feelings were outraged on
seeing the monarch, while in Egypt, ordering the slaughter of one
of the sacred bulls.
In my early Earth-life I had read of Xerxes and his conquests,
as recorded in our Historical Books, in which he was held up to
view as one of the greatest of Persia's kings; but our writers were
blind to the fact that the means whereby he acquired his so-called
greatness were dishonest, and his vain-glorious warlike parade a
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proof of his folly. In reading about this king and his ill-fated
expedition, I felt deeply impressed by it, and pitied my fellowmen of other countries, who were still obliged to contribute a
considerable amount of wealth for the expenses of war. And not
only so, but there were even some who lavishly expended their
people's wealth in keeping up a regular body of troops in time of
peace. It had also been the custom in Persia ~o keep up their
soldiers in a splendour that was gratifying to the eye in time of
peace, but worse than useless in active warfare. But that foolish
course had been abandoned.
As I have said, I felt deeply impressed by reading the history
of this king; and when I came here (I mean the Spirit World), I
made inquiry after him, with the intention, if I found him still in
darkness, to do what I could to rescue him. But no one could
give me any information about him. Even some of our greatest
and wisest philosophers were at fault. These sent me hither and
thither through many different districts of the Spirit World, yet
all in vain. Determined to discover the object of my search, I
traversed many a place, or country, as you would say, without
success. My heart, however, was set on this one thing, and I
persevered in my search, but could find no clue by which I could
fall in with him whom 1 sought. At length the thought struck me
-" Why not make inquiry of my Prince? All are under his rule.
He should know how to direct me in my search." Accordingly,
I resolved that, when next he appeared in the Great Temple for
worship, I would inquire of him. This opportunity occurred on
the day following. Before he ascended the throne, I told him
how I was impressed concerning the condition of that poor soul,
and of the many fruitless efforts I had made to discover him. He
turned to me and said-" Father (he always called me Father), he
whom you so earnestly seek was consigned to the dark dungeons
for the injuries he inflicted on his fellow-men. You will find his
place in the Book of Memory at the porch of the Temple. He is
a fit subject for you to raise from darkness to light. Go and do
it, and a bright, a blazing star will sparkle on your forehead."
I did as I was commanded. I looked on the Great Book of
Memory. While engaged in my search therein, I found that some
of those who had been my companions amongst the Magi were
far down in the Spirit World, while others, whom I reckoned bad
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men, were in condition much higher. I pondered, and saw how
apt man in mortal form is to blunder on this point.
I had never travelled far from the blessed land into which I
had been ushered when I left the body; but now, I felt I was
bound to relinquish it for the time being, and betake myself to
places far down in the Spirit World-to those dark regions, the
abode of benighted Spirits. I told my old friend, the Egyptian,
what I intended doing, when he at once said-" Come, my son,
I know the way; and we shall together undertake this mission :
we were companions on Earth, and, though not of the same religion, we worshipped the same God, who has ever been good to
us ; and now we shall go forth together on this mission of mercy
on behalf of His despairing ones." As we travelled down (using
an earthly phrase) we became witnesses to many a pitiful sight,
which brought tears to our eyes, and grief to our hearts. Multitudes of our fellow-men were seen by us, many of them herding
together, but all surrounded by spiritual darkness, impenetrable
as the solid rock. Poor miserable souls, they could not perceive us ; they seemed to be encrusted all over ; but our clear
vision could pierce through all, and what to them appeared dark
and dismal, to us was beautiful in refulgent light.
After traversing many strange places, we were led, under the
guidance of our blessed Star (the same Spirit who directed our
steps to Bethlehem), to him whom we desired to find. We found
him amongst the solitary ones in the lowest sphere, thousands of
whom wandered about unknowing and, to each other, unknowneach one in utter solitude. To us, the sight was more sad and
distressing than any we had witnessed. Amongst the masses of
the benighted ones in the Second sphere, or condition, there was
at least some relief, for they, though moving amidst darkness,
could yet perceive each other, and find a kind of pleasure in combining to plan and work out mischief on Earth. Hence the myth
about a personal devil still taught by some. But it is here where
the real evil ones- mischief makers-are to be found, and whom
we find much more difficult to raise than the solitary wanderers.
We found him who once bore the name of Xerxes, wandering
about in all his pride, clad in his gorgeous robes, and, as it were,
in deep meditation, studying his favourite subject-War. On a
nearer approach we found him wrapped so closely in his cloak of
T
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pride, that we failed to break through the dense atmosphere,-we
just wanted to throw in, as a preliminary operation, a little light
upon him, so that he might realise, to some extent, our presence.
Often we tried, and as often we failed, to produce the desired
condition by which we might rescue the poor soul. At last we
met with a female Spirit, who had been trying for years to accomplish the same end. She, like us, was in a superior state, and
had seen him who had not only been her king, hut her husband,
enter the Spirit World a poor solitary soul, and she pitied him, for
she had loved him as a wife in his power and grandeur on Earth,
and she loved him in the Spirit World in his poverty. She
appeared a good and loving soul; and this was seen in her coming from her happy home to those dreadful caverns of the despairing ones, to seek for her lost husband- to raise him from
darkness to light. She had banished herself, as it were, from the
society of the good, and mingled with the evil (though these could
not affect her), so that she might rescue him whom she loved.
Along with this loving Spirit, we made an effort to throw in our
combined influence on the poor wanderer-! being instructed by
my Egyptian friend and by this female how to proceed, for the
method wa~ quite new to me. Our joint effort resulted at last in
the breaking up of the dark cloud which enveloped the poor man.
He seemed astonished, and wondered what was wrong with him!
This was something new in his miserable experience. He was
startled-moved in soul ; and looking around, he saw some
Spirits in a similar condition, but he could not yet see us. He
attempted to run from those he saw, and of whom he was evidently afraid ; on which my friend, the Egyptian, remarked" When you see them startled, and try to run from others, you
may calculate on success."
From time to time we watched him ; at length he began to be
conscious of our presence, and casting his eyes on our robes,
glittering with stars, his pride appeared to drop from him, gradually, until he stood naked before us.
On discovering his loving wife, a smile came over his countenance ; but quickly it passed away, and he cried out-" GQ from
me ! I am not worthy of thee ; fly, 0 fly from me, I who once
despised thee ! "
Whereupon the Egyptian said to him-" Do not drive that
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kind, loving soul away, who has just opened your eyes, that have
been so long closed."
" Oh," said he, " far rather would I wander on in my solitary
course than look upon you. Are ye Gods who thus come to me?
Has she come hither to witness against me of all my evil deeds?"
"No, poor soul, we are not Gods, but men like yourself.
Beside me stands one of your own countrymen. We are not here
to accuse you-we tome to bring you back, by the orders of our
Prince, to light and love, to goodness and truth. Turn not your
eyes to the dismal scenes around you, but lift them to the bright
and glorious land beyond !"
He seemed deeply moved. " Do you repent ? " said the
Egyptian.
" I do indeed repent in bitterness of soul my earthly course;
I am verily guilty, for even in my dark and dreary prison house,
how often have I refused to admit that I, Xerxes, the great king,
was a fit subject for punishment-how often have my curses
recoiled on my own proud and rebellious heart I Alas ! what
shall I say? Have I not deserved this and a thousand-fold more,
for all the misery, and ruin, and death which I, to gratify my
pride, brought on my fellow-men? 0 Great and Good OneThou who reignest over all-Thou who ar~ just in all thy ways,
have mercy on me a poor, naked, miserable offender against thy
holy laws, and forgive me my sins, for they are great"
Thus he lamented, and thus he prayed. It was enough. He
was now alive to his true condition. The kind female Spirit
never left him ; while day after day we came into communion
with him, and endeavoured, through the opened avenues of the
Spirit, to throw in some new truth-something to lead him on in
an upward course.
We continued our attention to this poor Spirit until we got him
past the stage previously referred to, where Spirits combine together for evil ends; for once past that point, there need be no
fear of them going back. He now began to see us as we really
were; and, step by step, we saw, with pleasure, the uprising of
this man towards goodness and truth, who had once been one of
Earth's noted tyrants-a worker of evil Now, he is one of the
good, at all times anxiously desirous to do for others what we did
for him.
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The kind and loving Spirit, she who had spent so long a time
in watching over him when imprisoned in darkness, is ever with
him, and accompanies him in all the errands of love he undertakes ; and many in the land of the happy have reason to bless
the day when they met with the Spirit who is known on Earth as
Xerxes the Great ·
Are /here many thus engaged1
Yes; there are thousands. Just think, were I to say a hundred,
even that is many. But consider the necessity of these efforts I
have been speaking of. Look at the multitudes passing away
from Earth.
Did the J'nos, in your day, hold the doctrine of what is called
lite Trinity-/hat is, Three Persons in the Godhead, equal
itlJotuer and glory 1
Like other Eastern nations in my day, the Hebrews held a
trinity in God, not exactly as you have put it. They believed in
the Great Father, the One Source of all being. But the second,
the Son, was Wisdom ; and the Holy Spirit, or Michael. The
winged figures over their sacred ark was doubtless the goddess
Isis, borrowed from Egypt. The Great Spirit was, by the nations
of the East, looked at under three aspects, and these in course of
time took form as persons. In some nations they had a fourth,
a rebel Spirit Of course I now look at the subject under a different light. There was some measure of truth in all these early
conceptions of God; for I most emphatically maintain, whether
you believe it or not, that there is a trinity in everything, and
there is a trinity in God, who is the One and only Source of all
being, wherever manifested, spiritual and material ; and that every
one of us-the race of man-is part and parcel of Him. All
spring from the Great al)d the Mighty One-not from three ;
there cannot be three Gods equal in power. Jesus, though filled
to overflowing with the Holy Spirit, was the offspring of God, and
such are all men. There have been others who manifested a great
amount of godlike character, insomuch that their fellow-men, in
some cases termed them Gods; but none of them could at all be
compared with Jesus. Some of these, it has been said, could
even raise the dead ; but he, my Prince, could do all he desired
to do-he had but to say the word and the work was done. He
was and is greater than all.
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Had our Lord, while on Earth, correct ideas of things hiddm
from mm of sdmce a/ that time, such as the existence of
unlmbWII Conlinmls 1
0 yes ; we discoursed about these matters when on our travels.
He knew of other peoples and places, unknown to other men.This I could not doubt, for we were told by Spirits who communicated with us that they had been on various unknown parts
of the Earth.
Had you, itt Persia, anythinr else than wood for fuel, or was Ihe
milltral called coal in use amo11g Easlem nations 1
We had that which you call coal, but it was scarce, and generally
got when digging for iron. The land being well cultivated, our
forests were not so extensive as those of some other countries, and
consequently we had to import our fuel from neighbouring nations.
Have you a11y kllowledgt of the mechanical power by which the
huge stones of llzt Pyramids, and of the Temples i11 the East,
wert raistt/1
In regard to the rearing of the Pyramids, I have no knowledge,
nor has anyone else. But the great masses of stone used in the
building of the celebrated Temples were put in their places by
means of a gin, to the long spokes of which were harnessed
horses, camels, and elephants. They also used a great lever in
their operations. It is likely the Pyramids were erected in the
same way.
Wert there any approtUhes made in /he oldm lime to the arl of
• prillling-tlzal is, the mode of laking impresswns from raistti
types of Idlers and words 1
Yes ; we, the Magi, had some knowledge of the process. This
was first of all received from some of our former brethren who
had travelled in the far East. Zoroaster, it was said by some,
brought back on his return from his travels, a knowledge of this
art On certain occasions we used sheets of copper, lead, or
silver, on which we scratched out the words with a· steel pen.
The plate was then coated with a black dye, and we took impressions on fine parchment by rubbing. This was done only when
we wanted to preserve that which was written. When we wrote
on parchment, we used a vegetable dye.
But I must pause to-night. May the Great and Mighty Father
of Spirits abide with you.
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2Jrd Novembtr, I872.
Quesliotu: On the Power of Spirits-The Spirit-form-Old Age and Youth-

Condition of Idiots-On Destiny-Annihilation-We cannot see Ourof the Spirit-body: When and Where Formed.

selves~Formation

THIS evening I shall devote to the answering of any questions you
are ready to put to me.
Have Spirils the powtr to do the 10orks which 'fesus did, as
these are recortkd in what we term the Gospels,-suclz 'as
causing the storm to cease 1
Yes ; Spirits of a high order have great power, such as you
know to have been exercised recently, where solid matter was
brought through solid matter.*' Water is agitated by under currents and atmospheric changes-it must .be agitated; the law is
constantly at work-when not in an agitated state, water becomes
impure, corrupt, stagnant But when strong winds prevail, caused
by a vacuum in the atmosphere, you have your hurricanes or
tempests, which sweep across sea and land, destroying in their
course your largest ships, tearing up trees by the roots, and
devastating the dwellings of man. In the case referred to by you,
it must be remembered that Jesus had this Spirit power in full
measure. He was Master of the elements above and below.
But even great as was the power wielded by him, the day will
come, when those who can be used amongst mortals, will be used
by us not only to subdue the tempest in its desolating track, but
to prevent its uprising; and by thus holding the elements in hand,
they will become the instruments of saving many lives, and preserving much property on sea and land.
T¥e haz•e some dilftcully in understanding wlzy some Spirits should
appear in an aged form, suclz as you appmr ill, and others in
alltlze strrngtlz mrd beauty of ma11hood.
I still appear in the form I last had on Earth. There is nothing
• See ..Jfpmtli.x-Exlra-ordinary Phenomena.-
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compulsory in this; we are not forced to assume such forms. But
is the appearance of old age not as beautiful as that of youth?
That is twt exactly what I am riferring to. I allude tq dtcrtpitude which is oftm sem i11 qld age.

The Spirit is not decrepit. The mortal body may be, and often
is, before the Spirit leaves ; but the Spirit is straight as an arrow.
Many poor Spirits are imprisoned in mortal bodies, where they
are cramped, and cannot work ; but, once quit of their bodies,
they are all right. They are at liberty-free ! Take the case of
an idiot. You may imagine, in your ignorance, that the Spirit in
such circumstances remains undeveloped. It is not so. It has
gained a thousand times greater experience than many who are in
possession of all their senses, and has become fit to dwell with
saints, not with devils. And so it is with the aged. The body
may be weak, deformed, deprived of hearing, sight, or feeling;
but these defects are left behind-they all pass off by what you
call death.
By Mr. M.-1 often think of the multitudes 1uho app!ar to lta1•e
Ctmlrql Q1Jtr the circumstances i11 1t•hich they are pltUed.
Dqes it nQ/ IQQk Iii« qrdinali(m or dtstiny Q!l the pari of Gqd 1

11()

If born a savage, the man has no control over that ; but we
cannot blame the Creator in this. When man first appeared, be
the time when it may, God's law was that he was to come on
Earth in the same way as other animals came-by procreation.
Conception takes place, and a Spirit must be in that body. There
are no circumstances in which a man is placed but can, to some
extent, be controlled by him so as to better himself. Here is one
for example, born in a depraved community. As a Spirit, he is in
a very low condition, but a far higher, nobler condition than that
of the brute. He knows when he is doing wrong, and when he
is doing righteously. But he goes on in the evil courses of such
a community ; he heeds not the inner voice warning him, checking him in his evil ways ; and he becomes hardened in his
iniquity. He knows he may live a better life, and that there is
room on the globe for him-that he is free to leave the society of
the evil, and mingle with the good ; but yet he cares not. Still,
you will find, even amongst such men, some true, good principles,
significant of something better than what appears ; and I have
known some of these, on leaving the body, become bright char·

Digitized by

Coogle

280

HAFED PRINCE OF PERSIA.

acters in the Spirit World. Your question is not a new one. It
formed the subject of disputation, before my day, amongst the
Greeks. I will take it up some other time.
I (Mr. M--) luul a commUizieaiWn from a Spirit, who staid
/Ita/, wlzm he !tad IJf.come so /01u, so ullerly hopeless, as lo
wislt for annihilalwn, Ihat then lte died a second death, atzd
after /hal hope revived. Have you anything lo say lo this 1

I have spoken on this question before. This one you refer to,
sunk in the depths of Hell or Hades, wished for annihilation in
his hopeless condition. I do not wonder at it. Think of this
hopeless one amid the darkness-black as midnight--stretched
over a barren wilderness, without the smallest vestige of vegetation-all bare-a waste howling wilderness. Think of him wandering, groping through this desert from year to year for a
thousand years-no one to be seen-no one to utter a word to.
In such a condition, is it at all wonderful that a desire for
annihilation should exist, or that any change of state might at
least be considered by him more endurable than the hell he was
in-a hell worse than your fancied one of fire and brimstone. At
the very moment the thought of annihilation is conceived, a breach
is thereby made in the hitherto impenetrable covering of the
hopeless Spirit, and the first drops of a genial rain of Spirit influences enter in by the opening; thoughts of wife, or children, or
parents come up ; he begins to think ; and the loving ones, ever
on the watch for the rescue of the lost, lend their aid. He begins
to discern objects around; he sees the forms of others, dimly, as
you sometimes see our forms; he becomes alive to sweet sounds;
and, with his new thoughts, his feelings, and the opening of the
senses of sight and hearing, he realises that he has experienced a
second death. He goes forward, and it may be he dies a third
time, leaving on each occasion the old man behind him. The
Spirit that communicated with you was quite correct in his
description of the change he experienced.
Does the body of matz receive a porliOIZ

of lite Almighty Spiri't 1

The body of man is made up from the elements of the material
world, the Spirit from those of the spiritual world ; while the Soul,
the Inner Man, is the offspring of the Deity, and of which none
of us-no, not even the blessed ones who are nearest to Himknow anything. We do know something of the other parts, but
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of that part of man we know nothing. You see your own body ;
we see our Spirit-bodies, but we cannot see our Souls-oursdves.
AI what lime does the Spirit portion become conneded with the
body1
I can only give you my opinion, for it is still a subject of discussion in our Spiritual halls. After the germ in the womb
begins to develope in shape-after it has become not many inches
in size, and formed as a body, the Spirit-body begins also its
growth, and grows with the material body ; but not until life is
felt can it be said that the Soul has taken up its abode in the
Spirit-body. Yet it may never live to breathe. The blood does
not circulate in the unborn body as it does in life out of the womb.
You are not to suppose that the blood is the life, it is but the
supporter of life, and it is not requisite while the child is still in
the womb. Many children, alive in the womb, are born into
death. They never breathe your atmosphere. Why ? Because
the thin membrane which covers the mouths of the heart valves
remains unbroken by the action of the atmospheric air ; when
this thin covering is snapt, the child lives and breathes, becomes
a denizen of Earth ; when it is not rent, the child goes to the
better world.-Good-night [Benediction.]

JTift~ .. eigbtb

~itting.
29th November, r872.

Hafed on Nero-His condition in the Spirit World-Rescue of a Female
Spirit from the Second Sphere-Nero's Release, and how it was
accomplished-Nero still in the Third Sphere-The Myth of the "Old
Serpent." Qwsti4ns: Hafed on the appearance of the Great TempleOn the term " Sphere"-Manifestations prevented by the Spirits-Their
Foreknowledge.

ON the night previous to our last sitting, I spoke of the deni·
zens of the lower regions in the Spirit World, and the method by
which these dark and despairing ones are raised to the enjoyment
of light and happiness; and I told you at the same time that I
would give you more of my experience as a missionary. I have
just been speaking, as you would observe, with my friend (the

Digitized by

Coogle

HAFED PRINCE OF PERSIA.

Medium). He asked me if ever I came in contact in the Spirit
World with one who had been a Roman Emperor, and who was
known as Nero. I said I had, and as he specifies him as a
notorious man, I think I will speak for a short time on him tonight Bad men, you see, erect their monuments-stand out
before the gaze of the world-as well as good men.
I need not, I think, go over all the history of this infamous
Roman Emperor, it will suffice if I just advert to a few leading
features of his character. In youth, so far as I know, he was kind
and good ; an amiable young man. But getting the reins of
power within his grasp he, like many others, knew not how to use
them. Surrounded by flatterers, he hesitated not to perpetrate
crimes of the deepest dye, sending his foes and friends, by the
dagger and poisoned cup, in the midst of their sins and shortcomings, into the darkness of the Spirit World. This is a heavy
charge against Nero: for consider what a dreadful thing it is to
hurl a poor soul, with all its sins upon it, into the dark and dismal
region of Hades. 0 that men would but think I How much
better would it be that all should live to redeem their characters,
and have opportunity on Earth to attain to a better and brighter
condition of soul, by following in the steps of the Nazarene.
Worldlings think, that by putting criminals to death, they are for
ever quit of them. It is not so. Nero, in his fiendish career
sinned, not only against God, but against his fellow-men and
against himself. He robbed God of life.
At length, after a career of atrocious cruelties, intermingled,
now and again, with scenes of gaudy show and revelry, the people
over whom he ~d tyrannised resolved to punish him ; but, like
many other tyrants, he shrunk from ti1at which he had forced
others to endure. Perceiving there was no escape from the
death-doom pronounced against him by an indignant people, he
beseeched some of his friends to strangle him. In vain he implored them. They refused ; and at last, to escape from the
ignominy of the punishment awarded, he killed himself, and was
ushered into the Spirit World. I cannot describe his sensations
when first he saw the long and ghastly line of his victims arranged
before him. But his soul must have been overwhelmed by the
dreadful, ghastly sight Did they come there to torment him?
No. They were there to show themselves-nothing could keep
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him from witnes5ing the terrible array of the murdered men and
women ;-all were there, even to the very last that had suffered,
there he was with the gashed and headless body. But we must
change the scene. Nero was at length left to himself, and wandered about in wretchedness and misery.
This took place shortly after I myself had entered into the
Spirit World. Meeting one day with Issha, the Old Egyptian
Priest, who had been long an inhabitant of the Summer Land, we
walked through the porch of the Temple, and on turning over the
Book of Memory, he said, "Here is work for us-which, if
executed, will bring us laurels ;" and pointing to 'the record of
Nero, he said-" Let us go forth to subdue that man; let us see
what can be done to bring him under the influence of goodness
and truth." I accepted of his offer to accompany him. We were
not very sanguine in undertaking this mission. But we knew, if
we persevered, success would attend us in the end.
The first object we sought to attain was to get into contact with
some one in Spirit-life who still clung to the miserable soul we
were in search of, so that our combined influence might be used
. to get the necessary opening made in the dense darkness that
surrounded him ; for well. we knew that the task we had undertaken was no easy one, inasmuch as Nero had not only been a
murderer of the innocent, but addicted to the grossest and most
debasing vices, and last of all, a suicide, a robber of God's life.
However, we were resolved, and, to use an earthly expression, we
descended towards the First Sphere.
When wandering about we discovered, just on the border line
of the world of evil, or Second Sphere, a poor, shrinking maiden,
but one of the most lovely forms that Earth or Heaven could
produce. As we were passing her, she cast her eyes on us, and
that look implored us to stay. This we perceived at once, and
also that she was awakening to the consideration of better things.
The Egyptian saw that she was a countrywoman of Nero's, and at
once began to hold converse with her-opening up, as he went
on, the light of truth, which she was desirous of embracing.
Nearer and nearer she approached the line separating the sphere
of evil from that contiguous to it ; and as she advanced, she heard
with horror the most dreadful imprecations, the foulest words, and
bitter curses proceeding from those she was leaving behind.
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Poor thing;she felt deeply that she deserved to suffer; but now a
new element came in : she was shocked at all that surrounded
her ; she loathed the society of the fallen ones, and cried out" 0, holy fathers, take me, 0 take me from this fearful place.
Lift me up out of this darkness and misery ! " A little more
effort on our part, and the poor, repenting maiden passed over.
In our wanderings, we witnessed many dreadful scenes. We
could hardly believe it possible that the Earth could produce such
multitudes of utterly debased Spirits,-bound and engirdled in
sins that crushed them as with a vice of hardened iron. 0 that
men would consider their ways, and understand that misery
inevitably awaits the mortal that treads the pa~hs of wickedness.
At last we fell in with Nero. There he stood-he who had
aforetime been the head of the great Roman Empire-humbled
a little, but still the double-dyed robber of life-of his own and
that of others. I too had taken away the lives of my fellow-men,
but that was in defence of my native land-never in cold blood.
Sometimes, also, it was in self-defence, for man must not allow
himself to be deprived of life. But for man to nurse revenge in
his heart till it end in murder-in the defacement of God's image
in his fellow-man,-that must be condemned by every one who
has a spark of truth within him.
And here stood the noted tyrant of Rome, with his great head
hanging on his shoulder, cursing and swearing against himselfagainst himself, for, alas ! he, like thousands of others in the same
desolate condition, was unconscious of others' existence. But
even he was not forgotten : amid his misery there were some who
felt for him, who· still clung to him, and were there to help him,
but he knew it not. Desolate is he who has no one to care
for him ! On three several occasions we attempted to break
through the iron atmosphere in which his Spirit was bound, but
without success. Similar attempts had been repeatedly made by
others, with a like result. One of these was a kind and good
female Spirit, who had known him on Earth when an innocent
youth. She had laboured earnestly to affect him, but no sound
fell upon his ear-all her efforts seemed hopeless. But perseverance overcomes great obstacles, and so we laboured on at our
seemingly hopeless task. At length we felt that the blinded Spirit
became somewhat awakened; and to arouse him still more, we
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placed stumbling-blocks in his way. Time wore on, and bit by
bit we began to get evidence of success. He evidently had
glimpses-dull and dim, doubtless-of light coming in. Pictures
of his early and happy boyhood were then brought to bear on
him, and thai did it-nothing else would : a decided change was
perceived by us all. The kind-hearted Spirit who worked with us
appeared before him as a little girl-one whom he had played
with when an innocent boy. It was then we saw the thought, the
desire to rise out of his dark condition. Thus we effected an
entrance: thus was the hitherto shut door of Nero's heart opened.
But we found we had but little to work on inside ; for, though
once a potentate with jewelled croWn, he is, in this respect, no
better than the lowly beggar of the highway. The dark coat of
pride, however, began at length to melt away under the genial
influences brought to bear on him ; and thus was he taken away
from the First Sphere. We were afraid to leave him in the Second,
lest he should be induced to remain there; and, through the persuasions of the fair one, he was led past, and introduced into the
Third Sphere, where he remains. From that region he, and others
who are there, can dimly discern the Great Temple and its glittering light, beaming forth in star-like beauty to attract them upwards
and ever upwards to higher and holier experiences. In such a
condition they are open to the Divine influence, which falling on
them, excites within them feelings of adoration and praise towards
Him from whom flows all the light and love we possess and enjoy.
I have no doubt but that even Nero may yet visit your Earth;
for he is, from his genius and general capacity, able to take part
in a mission to your world,-though not likely to undertake such
a work as ours.
The old theology has a myth about a spiritual being who is
termed the Old Serpent. There are thousands of serpents in
these spheres I have been speaking of-but I trust in the glorious
and good time coming when these dark and dismal regions-dark
only because of the condition of those who inhabit them-shall
become to them bright as the innermost of the heavens of truth
and love.
Has there hem any change in the structure or surroundi'ngs of the
Great Temple si'nce the lime you first saw il1uhm you entered
the Spi'r# World 1
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There is no change, and yet every time we cast our eyes on it
we discern new beauties. In this respect, it is unlike the magnificent temples of Egypt and Greece, whose gorgeous grandeur attracted the eye when first seen, but when looked at again, lost
much of their interest ; their beauty seeming to have vanished,
and there being nothing new to captivate the senses. In regard,
however, to the Grand Temple, you might look on its beauties a
thousand times, and on every occasion you would receive fresh
ideas from the various objects that met your view. Prominent
objects might, to some extent, arrest your attention at first sight,
but subsequent examinations would disclose to the awe-struck
and wondering soul hidden beauties which had formerly been
unobserved.
Is "Sphu~" a right tn-m to us~ w!tm w~ wish to spazk of a plac~
in th~ Spirit World 'I
It does not much matter what term you use, so that it is understood. My friends Steen and Ruisdal sometimes used it, and I
do so. Doubtless it does well enough when used for the word
place. The Heavens are like a vast plain, on which are to be
found all grades and conditions of Spirits. Hell and Heaven are
are at no great distance from each other. In the one they wander in gloomy darkness, while in the other, the happy Spirits
flit about in glory.
Th~ Medium told me th~ day prruious to our sitting for physical
manifestations that h~ was impr~sud thai w~ shtluld gd
nothing,· w~ got nothing, although thn-~ wer~ prumt four
M~diums.
Can you gzi·~ m~ any ~xplanation of this 'I
There was nothing wonderful in the impression produced on
the Medium's mind. I knew of it a week beforehand ; and this
is accomplished much in the same way by us as your astronomers
calculate, with precision, certain appearances in the heavenly
bodies. By looking on thought in the mind of man (for every
thought is materialised before it comes forth in deed· or in word),
the guardian angels who watch can foresee dangers, and take
means to prevent their coming upon the objects of their care. If
the person is strong, and governed by evil ones, then we are
powerless. I perceived danger to this Medium the last night you
were here, and I put Steen on the alert, and we have resolved to
withdraw from him the power by which you have had so many
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physical manifestations, at least for a time. His mediumship for
painting and speaking, which has been somewhat hurt by these
sittings, will not be withdrawn.
H()UJ is it that, in the case of this Medium, whm he sits d()UJII,
we find that the Spirit is here, ever ready to control him,
gizling us the idea that other duties du 110t press very hard off
your altmlion 1
As I have just said, we know of your intended meetings beforehand, even though these should appear to be by mere accident,
and we make arrangements whereby we can come to you. Though
dwellers and workers in the higher Heavens, we do not think
God's footstool too low for us to sit on. Earth, in our eyes, is as
grand as the brightest centre of Heaven; so do not imagine we
are restrained from coming to you, it is just a part of our duty.
When the thought is materialised that you are to meet, we make
ready to meet you.
Good night. May the blessing of the Great and Good Spirit
remain on you !

JTiftt?=nintb

~itting.
rph .Decembn-, r872.

Quntions: Spirits of the Third Sphere-Nero's Step-daughter-No Earthly
Distinctions in the Spirit World- Upraising of Spirits-No gratification
of Animal Appetites- The Devils of the Second Sphere-Inevitability of
Suffering-The Medium's Interpretation of Phrases. Hafed on the Elevatioa of Spirits of Coloured and White Races-Rescue of an African Chief
-Introduction of "White Star."

To-NIGHT I wish you to put as many questions as you can, and
I will endeavour to answer them.
You said at the previous silting that you left Nn-o in the Third
Sphn-e, and that he is there now. Is it common for such
as he to remain lo11g in the same condition 1
Yes; it is common for certain individuals. For example: in
one in whom the animal passions had predominated, we invariably find that the Spirit is more or less drawn to Earth, and often
kept there; and this tendency retards his progress towards a
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higher state. But when we fall in with one who is more equally
balanced in constitution, the work of elevation goes on much more
easily : he remains but a short time in such a condition as that
which you call the third sphere. It is a fact, however, that a great
proportion of mankind lean more to the animal than to the
spiritual side.
IVas tlu ldnd female Spin"t 1t'ho interested herself so much in the
recovery of Mro any way related to him 1
Yes ; she was his wife's daughter-his step-daughter.
Are your efforts to reclaim the fallen in the Spirit World confined
to such as Xerxes and Nero-that is, to prominent mm only 1
Oh, no, no ! What could ever tempt you to put such a question? What ! give our attention to the salvation of those only
who, while on Earth, had been the occupants of thrones, arrayed
in all the luxurious splendour of royalty? Oh, no ! The meanest
'and most wretched beggar that has wearily paced the highway,
or has sat on the wayside, a miserable, helpless cripple, in rags
and in loathsomeness, is equal, in the sight of God, with him who
has been one of the world's crowned monarchs. There is no
difference in our eyes : all are the objects of our care and compassion. Indeed, in respect to their reclamation, the one occupies
a more favourable position than the other, being more easily influenced by us and drawn upwards. Earthly dignities and position
become too often the means whereby men are led astray ; they
engender in their possessors pride and vain-glory, the grand
obstacles in our work of elevation; while the poor beggar, who
has come through many a sore trial, who has been made to drink
of the bitter waters, and been buffeted, despised, and trampled
on by his more fortunate fellows, has acquired, by such discipline,
a disposition on which we can work with the most beneficial
results. Do not despise the beggar, do not pass judgment on
him as many do, rashly and thoughtlessly, saying to him, " Go,
labour for your bread!" He may, from some cause unknown to
you, be weak, though seemingly strong. Be charitable. He is a
man, as much the offspring of God as you are. No doubt, there
are some who pretend infirmity and sickness, who must be driven
from their evil courses : there were such in my country-poor
creatures, born and bred beggars, who, strong enough to labour,
put themselves forward as objects of compassion, because they
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knew no better. But even with these, the exercise of forbearance
may be attended with the best results. Speak to them kindly,
and instruct them, so that they may be induced to renounce their
falsehoods and become honest men. Here there is no hiding of
the real character, whether king or beggar ; we look on them as
they actually stand-immortal beings, apart from all earthly distinctions. In giving you some account of our efforts on behalf of
the poor and miserable wanderers in the black caverns of Hell,
we picked out two men who stand out in the world's history,
notorious for their vain-glorious pride and insensate cruelty-men
who were robbers of life, who had wickedly sent thousands of their
fellow-men by violence into the Spirit World ·unprepared, who
might, had they been spared by the tyrants' hands to live their
allotted years on Earth, have become fitted for a more endurable
place than that of Hell. Ah, me ! who can atte.mpt to paint the
hideously fearful picture presented to these two men when they
entered the Spirit World and looked on the grim and ghastly
array of their victims !
Are there matly besides you who choose to remain in lnar presm/
sphere or CO!ldilion, for /he purpose of bmejiting the .fal!ell
ones?
In my condition, or sphere, all are missionaries; and the innumerable host of Spirits (innumerable to you, not to us) from every
nation of the Earth, and even from other worlds, are all actively
and willingly employed in the up-raising of those below them.
Is it possible for Spirits til l01u cotzdilion to gratify the atlimal
appdi"tes they acquirtd 011 Earth 1
No, no; were such the case there would be no punishment. If
the Spirit had been one addicted to drunkenness when on Earth,
and got what he desired o£ wine in the Spirit World, he would be
content-he would not be likely to leave such a sphere ; he would
be comparatively happy. Our friend Steen may pretend to give
wine to the Medium, but what you see is not the effect of wine,
it is merely a biological effect, and can be dispelled at once in the
trance, or disappear on the Medium getting into the normal state.
Steen or I could make wine, but not to intoxicate. We could
draw the deadliest poison from the atmosphere, and touching our
Medium with it, he would drop down, and become as stiff as a
corpse; but yet we could not keep him there, he would recover
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on coming out of trance. But though deprived of the means of
satisfying their animal desires, these degraded beings have still a
sort of happiness in their intercourse with kindred Spirits. But
take one of them from amongst his companions, one unchanged
in mind, and place him among those in a higher and holier condition, and the result would be misery. He would never be able
to endure it.
Can /ow-(olulilio!ltd Spirits comt back to tht Earth .1
Those who are in the lowest condition -the solitary and
wretched wanderers of the dark caverns-are prisoners, and cannot get back so long as they are in that state : a state different
from that of those Spirits who do come back, who are in what is
called the Second sphere, whom upraising influences have been
powerless to carry beyond that state. The Spirits in this sphere
band themselves together for the purpose of working out their
malicious and disorderly schemes through the instrumentality of
Spirits in the body; and many of the blackest deeds of mischief
done by men are first hatched by these devils in that low sphere,
who, alas ! never lack fitting instruments to execute the work on
Earth. Depend upon it, they are at the bottom of much of the
misery and wickedness existing in the world. You know that
one great feature in the Earth mission of our Prince and Saviour
was the driving out of these Spirits from the poor mortals who
were controlled by them. This fearful oppression existed to a
greater extent in Judea than in any other nation, for by their
wickedness they laid themselves open to such inroads. The
people of that country had come to be abhorred by the nations
round about them, because of the dreadful murders perpetrated by
them-so rife were these that strangers could not walk the streets
in safety. And this was the work of these devils. They come to
men with all the fairness and purity of angels of light, and with
honied words on a gilded tongue, lure and tempt their victims
on to crime, to robbery and murder, pointing out the possibility of escape, and then, when the deed is done, leaving them to
reap the consequences. Beware, then, of the harbouring of evil
thoughts. Be sure of this, that the end will be, and only can be,
rum.
Art somt Spirits so mistrablt as to wish to bt back to Earth 1

No ; I never knew an instance.

These miserable and forlorn
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beings try to deny the existence of God, and even wish themselves
annihilated, but they never desire to be back to Earth.
Will you flOW go on with the narration of your experimce i11 the
Spirit World 1
I think it would be better for you to suggest some subject that
you want information on. It was an easy matter for me to give
you a continued narrative of my life in the body, inasmuch as
you had no difficulty in understanding the subjects I brought
before you, but you are hardly able to appreciate many of the
subjects of Spirit-life or experience ; and I would therefore like
you just to continue putting questions in regard to things which
may be interesting to you.
Ca11 you tel/me anythi11g of the condition of one in whom I was
much interested 011 Earth. You perceive to whom 1 refer, do
you noll

Yes ; he is making rapid progress, considering the condition he
was in; but it will be some time before he communicates with you.
He is still somewhat proud, and like many others in that condition,
he cares not to confess to wrong-doing. He has been manifesting
at strange places now and then, where he was not known. I have
no doubt we shall see him in a higher condition in course of time,
but in the nature of things it will take time. All law-breaking
is punished, and suffer he must The breach of any of the laws
of the Great Creator, whether these be spiritual or physical, brings
on, sooner or later, punishment, suffering, which is the very best
· thing that could happen for man. Take, for example, the very
common element of fire, which has been given to man as one of
his most useful and powerful servants ; thoughtlessly interfere with
it, put your hand on the coals, and the consequence is suffering,
intolerable pain. It matters not who the transgressor is, nothing
can save him from the infliction of the punishment; and thus
pain becomes, when rightly viewed, a great and good guardian
angel set over you to save you from destruction. The moment
you transgress he is active. If you damage the natural body there
is a corresponding injury done to the spiritual body, and accordingly both suffer. But he who steals from his Maker destroys
the opportunities conferred on him for becoming, in natural
order and through the discipline of Earth-life, a good and useful
member of the World of Spirits.
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Was flu phrast, "Tht Book of Mtmory," as uud by tht Mulium
at a rtcml silling, a corrtcl inltrpntation of your languagt 1
Yes; he gave it as near as it was possible to do in his own
language. Many of those things if given in my language might be
somewhat different; but generally I get him to translate my
thoughts or ideas as near as it is possible for him to do.
My quatio11s art tt01l' txhaustrd.
We were talking this evening in regard to the objects of our
missionary efforts, and I told you that all were alike to us. Black
or white, rich or poor, savage or civilised-all stand before us
divested of earthly distinctions, as moral beings.-Here is one, at
present with us,-a poor Mrican [Tt1rning round to somt om].Ah, he says he is black in face, but white in heart,-black in
skin, but white in spirit. He is one of my attendants-a servant,
if you choose,-but my equal, though come of a despised race.
He was a native of one of the most northern districts of Africa.
In one night, he murdered the Chief of his tribe and all his
family, and with the help of some others, he became the Chief or
Head of the tribe. He says he was thought worthy to be their
King, but that he felt he was altogether bad. When he left the
body he found himself in the dark regions.
Let me here observe that we find it much easier to raise the
Red man and the Black man than any of the White race. Both
Red and Black enter into Spirit-life in a condition better fitted for
being operated on than we find in the case of the White races-our
task of up-raising becomes somewhat lighter ; for in the White
man, there is in general a greater degree of pride, which thickens
the atmosphere that enshrouds the Spirit. The Black man transgressing ignorantly does not feel the sin so heavy, and consequently does not suffer to the same extent as the White man who
has had a greater amount of knowledge. Neither does the Black
man build around himself that thick wall, which we find so impenetrable in the White man,-so that, in the case of a poor
untutored African, our influence finds an easy entrance.
Wandering about one day through the dark regions, I met
with him-my friend who is now with us. He seemed from his
appearance like one who had lost his way. I had just cast my
eyes on him, when I observed that the atmosphere that enveloped
him did not hide from my sight an inner and lighter atmosphere,
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which appeared to be encased in this outer and denser one. This
was the true Spirit. At length his eyes fell on me. He evidently
thought I was the Great Spirit, and, awe-stricken, he at once fell
on his knees before me. This I perceived, and I immediately
tried to undeceive him. " Rise," I said, " bend not to me, but
give me your hand ; I am sent to free you from your fetters-to
lift you out of your darkness, and to give you light." I then
endeavoured to lead him to reflect on the deeds which had consigned him to such a prison-house as he was then in, and
besought him to repent. Poor man ! he knew not what I meant
by the word Repent, but he told me how bitterly he now felt for
the crimes of which he had been guilty, and for which, he said, he
deserved to suffer-" 0 I deserve it all ! I deserve it all ! I
deserve it all ! " This was his state of mind when I found him,
and consequently it required no great effort on my part to draw
him upward. Step by step he rose till he reached my level, and
since then he has been always with me, ever manifesting the
humblest disposition, and ready at all times to render good
service in our labours of love for the rescue of the degraded.
Frequently when I have been sent on a mission to other planets,
he has taken my place, and been successful in rescuing many of
his own countrymen from darkness to light.
Here, too, are some of our Red Indian friends. In their case,
there is far less difficulty experienced by us than that which meets
us in dealing with others. Their elevation takes but a short time
indeed. When they enter the Spirit World, they are found
generally in what is called the Third Sphere-a state beyond that
of the mischief-makers; and even in the case of the few Indians
who are found in the Second Sphere or condition, we find that
they are much more ~asily induced to depart from it to a higher
state than others. They are a noble race of men ;-the children
of Nature, and taught by nature, they become more open to
spiritual influence, even in the Earth-life, than other men. In
seeking to raise them, we find that they have little to learn, compared with what the White man has to acquire-rather, I should
say, has to unlearn. There stands one, just over there [Poinli11g
with his }itlgc·]-one of the noblest of his race-in stature tall,
and in form straight as an arrow. If your eyes were but open to
discern Spirits you would see- a person worthy of your admiration.
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Once haughty and proud, he is now one of the humblest of our
company. Steen says he will give you his portrait some day.
I will now leave. But, before doing so, I have to request that
you try, before our next meeting, to have as many questions ready
as possible. I find it better to speak to you on subjects on which
you want information. Good night. May the Great and Good
Spirit bless you !
(Here the Medium was apparently subjected to a strange
control for two minutes, during which he gave utterance to a
few words unknown to us, and with some forcible gesticulations,
grasped my hands and those of Mr. Murray, and shook them
with a great amount of force.] In reply to questions, Steen said
that the name of the Indian, who had just been allowed to shake
hands with us, was, in the Spirit World, " Whit~ Star," and that in
the natural body he had been somewhat fair in complexion, mild
in expression, but with a sharp eye. The African was also very
tall; he was a nice fellow, and was named " Tlu Palm." They
had all their Spirit names, but he (Steen) did not choose to say
what his was : that we might guess, for the names were generally
significant of a prominent feature in the character or spiritual
form of the individual.]

~irtietb

~itting.

2IS/ D~c~mher, 1872.
Question : Devils' delight-Condition of Spirits in the Third, Fourth, and
Fifth Spheres-Hafed atteml?ts to convey an idea of Spheres-Space and
Time--Sub-divisions in the Spheres; Eastern Illustration-Artists, Philosophers, &c.-Prayer for a Spirit-The Trinity- Wasting of the Spirit·
body-Friends awaiting us-On "Wamings"-Delirium TremensViolent Deaths-Sex in Spirit-life-Condition of Murderers and Suicides
in the Spirit World.

THIS evening, my friends, I am present to reply to any questions
you may put to me.
Havt lk Spirits if lk Stcond spher~, 11.1ho, as you say, ar~ handttl
logdher, busily mgagtd hale/zing roil d«ds, nny dtgru if pleasur~ or happiness mlidng tkm lo r(main in /hal slalt 1
Yes ; the Spirits in the Second sphere are those who, when in
the body, had pleasure in wickedness. They are as Spirits still in
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the same state. With perfect freedom to return, they have, alas !
through the medium of mankind, too many opportunities of indulging their lawless appetites and passions, deriving thereby as
much pleasure now as when they were in the body : and not only
so, but they find delight in inciting mankind to mischief and disorder, bringing in their train misery and ruin to the guilty and
innocent alike. Such unholy deeds have for ages been ascribed
to one grand potentate of evil, termed the Devil ; but it is not so :
these denizens of what is called the Second sphere are the devils,
and the only devils. I believe they find as much delight in their
wickedness, as the Spirits in my condition find in the practice of
goodness and truth.
Understanding thai you and others of our jrimds occupy what we
call the Sixth sphn-e-a condi'lion, as tile have bem told, of
happi11ess, light, and love,-wi/1 you favour us with some
account of the characln- and pursuits of the dwdlers i11 the
Third, Fourth, ami Fifth sphn-es, taking them up one by o11e 1
Yes; I have already said that when we were successful in
leading a Spirit past or beyond the Second sphere, we were sure
of him-getting into the Third state or sphere, he was in comparative safety-he had got outside the line of evil. In the Third
sphere, there is a certain amount of real happiness, varying according to the state of the individual, morally and intellectually,
and this also is characteristic of the higher spheres. It is in this
Third sphere that a change begins to be seen, and gradually the
spiritual vision is opened ; then come, now and again, glimpses of
the, as yet, far off land of the Sixth sphere and its gloriously beautiful Temple ; all things in nature begin to look grander, more
worthy of admiration, and to afford pleasure never before experienced : and as the Spirit thus developes in strength, there is a
corresponding development in his appreciation of everything by
which he is surrounded. With his spiritual vision ever increasing
in strength, the Spirit at length begins to enjoy the society of
visitors from the other and higher spheres-the brighter and
better regions of the Spirit World. With such he meets, and
through the happy intercourse, he is led to press on and on, from
one degree of goodness to another-ever onward, till he reaches
the Great Centre-beyond this sphere, out far into the Great
Ocean of which Ruisdal and Steen have already spoken.
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Are we right in speakitsg of the Spirit spheres as p/a(es or lutalilies, separated by dis lana, and hightr and lowtr 1
Yes; I have, I think, spoken of this before. It is difficult to convey the idea; but I will try. Take, for example, the Earth which,
:\5 compared with other bodies revolving in space, is but as a grain
of sand-well, then, take this globe of yours, and look on it as a
great flat plain ; for you do not look on it as a round body : over·
that plain you have outspread various countries-India, Ethiopia,
Persia, Greece--in every degree of latitude ; and according to the
position they occupy in relation to the Sun's rays, so is their
appearance. Here you have on the one hand districts which are
cold and dreary, rugged and barren; on the other, perpetual
summer, and the most luxuriant vegetation ; while between these
two extremes there are many countries possessed of climates well
adapted for man's development in physical and intellectual
vigour. Even so is it in the Spirit World : each part of the
whole is adapted to the varied states or conditions. But the
Spirit is not always confined to one part; as he advances in
condition, so does he pass from one part to another adapted to his
condition.
Then, how dou /hal (Orrespond with the oft-repealed slalemml-lhal, its Spirit, space is amJihilaled 1
It matters not whether you view space from the mortal or
from the spiritual stand-point, it remains the same. You propose to
go on a journey, and you calculate the distance and the time you
will take to accomplish the journey; but in our case the flight is
so rapid, quick as thought, that we may well say time and space
are annihilated; the space is there nevertheless.
Are lhtre sub-divisions in the various spheres; /hal is, laking, for
example, the Se(ond and Third, are there grades of Spirits
(I((Upying higher and lower (onditiotzs in these spheres 1
They are all much alike in the Second sphere. In the Third,
they are like men on Earth, in their various states ; while each
possesses a certain degree of light, according to his capacity to
receive it, and he is under no obligation to have more than that
Let me illustrate my meaning by an example-we will take an
earthly one. A number of merchants resolve to cross the Arabian
desert for the purpose of reaching Persia. Having selected their
camels for riding on, a number, say twenty, are set apart for
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the carrying of skins of water. Well, here are the twenty camels,
all differing in size and strength ; but are all these to bear along
the same burden of water? No; the skins varying in size or
capacity, are apportioned according to the strength of the animals,
and all, from the strongest to the weakest, set out equally
burdened, and all as they proceed on the march, are equally
lightened ; so that as they become weaker in strength by the
weary journey, their burdens become lighter and lighter. And so
is it in Spirit-life : each according to capacity, has his amount of
light-has his duties to perform. This applies to the Third
sphere and all the spheres beyond with all their varied states or
conditions.
Are there in the spheres mmtioned, comlaves of artists, p!ti/osop!ters, theologians, astro1wmers, &-c.-that is, do they come
together because of intellectual sympathies, or from moral
ob/igali1J11s 1
It is only in this sphere that such assemblages as you reft:r
to take place, and that within the Great Temple. In 10\yer states
of the Spirit World, they begin to draw tog<!ther, and have their
meetings, but not to the same extent; all, however, are pressing
onward, striving after higher and still higher attainments.
011 one occasion I 1oas present wlw1 a female Spirit (who was
evidmlly in the Seco11d sphere) eameslly entreated agent/email
a11d a Medium to tneel logd!ter for sptdal prayer on lur
behalf,· they mel as desired, and at our next sillitlg 1/tereafler,
she told us that she !tad escaped from Iter evil surroundillgs.-Wt11 ytJU say whether such cases are common 1
Such a case as you describe is not common. But though there
are so many in that sphere, whose hearts are closed against all
right influences, they are not all lost; there are some there who .
may be led to break off from their associates in evil, and induced
to rise to a better condition.
Was lite dodri1u of the Tritlily, lteld by the great majority of
Christian Churches, derived mginally from the Egyptia11
Theology atltl Fr«mas/J11ry 1
I at once say, that the doctrine of the Trinity is a truth. Why,
you will find that there is a trinity in everything; in man, in
animals, in everything scattered over the field of Nature, you will
find a trinity. All the nations of the East believed in God as a
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trinity; they might indeed have had their gods many, but they
had always the idea of one Great and Good Being manifested in
three different aspects.
The natural body is constantly throwing off parlides of tlu old
frame and forming ne1l'. Is /lure a similar operation going
on in resped to the spiritual body ?

Yes; as the Spirit rises from one condition to another, he casts
off the old and takes on the new : the operation is always going on
through all the spheres, and when he reaches this sphere-this
higher condition, it still goes on. It is the same in all the workings of Nature. She is ever, by throwing off waste, purifying herself; and so the great work goes on throughout all her kingdoms
-there is no exception. Nature has within herself the power to
sustain herself. The skin of your body is gradually thrown off
into the great crucible, becomes a part or parts of something else,
and so it is with other things. The grand law is operative in and
throughout all nature.
.Do our departed friends kft()11J the time of our approaching dtath,
and do they await us o1z the other side ?
It will very much depend on the condition of those friends. If

advanced, they will know when death approaches : oftentimes
when conditions are favourable, they can and do prevent premature death by accident. But when the individual has reached the
natural term of Earth-life, then they stand by waiting, ready to
receive you in spirit, and bear you to the place adapted for you ;
so that when you awake to consciousness, your eyes at once look
on the faces of the loved ones that passed on before. But if evil
in condition, the unhappy Spirit will inevitably fall into the hands
of those on the other side who are like-minded.
Are what we lake to be ·w amiftgs of coming events, to be cotzsidered
communications from our Spirit frimtls ?-and if so, why are
they tzot givm in a way so plain tlzaJ we may undtrstand them,
and thereby be able to avoid impmding evils?

Warnings may be given plainly in a vision, and often are given
by Spirit friends when they find the necessary conditions. But
generally the warning is set aside as of no importance by the
person interested. It is a mere dream, they say, and they will
not ponder it. The accident comes on ; they suffer, and they
regret deeply that they carelessly thrust aside the friendly warn-
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ing, but it is too late. When the individual is capable of being
entranced, then he can be saved from danger or destruction.
Art lht grotesque and hid(()US figures or obftds s«n by men i11
delirium-tremens rtal or imagi11ary!
Those who drink wine to the extent of stealing away reason, or
destroying the proper action of that organ of the brain by which
the Spirit works, are subject to all the consequences of the wrong
done to the organ. They see the frightful scenes and figures, and
imagine them to be realities ; they are, however, only the effects
arising from a deranged and outraged brain. There is nothing
real in anything seen by the poor drunkard while in this condition. This can be easily tested, by bringing one who is gifted
as a seer into the presence of a person thus affected. You will
find that the seer will be unable to perceive anything but that
which is natural.
It was statui in a trance address recently ddivtrul through a
Muiium, thai violml dtalh prtvtnltd lht Spin"/ from gdting
quit of lht Earth; and that ·was flu cause why J'tsus i11
Spirit-form was dtlazizulfor forty days btfort ascending.
Will you say whdhtr this is corrtd or not 1
I believe that violent death does not prevent the Spirit getting
away; for you will observe that there are many deaths daily
taking place as sudden and violent in operation as that produced
by the blow of the murderer. Why, you have diseases of the
body that cut down in a moment; a man may at once be
deprived of life by the lightning of heaven ; one may fall from
the edge of a precipice, and the Spirit may have taken wing in its
upward flight, even before the body is dashed to pieces on the
rocks below. I have but to refer you to the circumstances of my
own death : it certainly was a violent one, but I soon, very soon,
found myself in my happy home. Nor can I believe that Jesus
was prevented from leaving because of the violent death he
suffered ; for he came to this sphere (the Paradise he spoke of),
from whence he went down to the dark prison-house of Hades,
there to put forth his great power to rescue benighted souls; and
this he did as a part of his great mission ; nor was this mission
accomplished, till having resumed his natural body, and shown
himself to his disciples on several occasions during forty days,
thereby confirming the truths he had taught them, he cast away
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the Earth-body and ascended in Spirit Oh, no ; it is certainly
not the rule that Spirits who have been violently thrust out of the
body are prevented rising into Spirit-life. How many noble men
have fallen in battle ; but do their Spirits wander about, haunting
the scene of fight? I gave you in my Earth-life, some account of
a great battle, in which many of our warriors fell in defence of
their country-men who had been nobly fighting under my command. Some of those who thus fell a day or two before, as I told
you, were seen in the ranks of the Spirit horsemen that appeared
in vision to the assembled army. No; violent death does not
hinder the Spirit getting quit of the Earth.
Illtas been slated by /hose who bdiet•e i~ Re-incarnation, I!tal lltn-e
is 110 such lltingas sex in lite Spirit World. Is lhallltecase1
No such thing as sex ! The man is still the man-the woman
is still the woman in Spirit-life. We do not lose our identity.
II has bem said /Ita/ murdn-n-s, suicides, and such lilu, haunt the
places tit which lltey ltaz:e perpetrated their evil deeds, U11ab/e
lo gd quit of Earth. Wltal do yoti say 011 litis poin/1
The murderer and suicide arc not permitted to return. But in
cases of murder done in secret, the Spirit of the victim is often
permitted to wander near the scene of the murder, so as to attract
the attention of the living (I mean by that term those who are
still in the body), and thus lead to the discovery of the murderer.
And there have been cases where good-living men and women
who, having been foully deprived of life, have been enabled,
through proper Mediums, to show a vision of the deed ; the place
where the murder was perpetrated; the murderer himself; the
secret place where lay the body ; and when the criminal was at
length brought to justice, the Spirit would no longer hover about,
but gladly leave for its home in the Spirit World. But generally
the Spirits which haunt certain places are of somewhat low
standing or character.
We knQW Ihal/here are many cases of suicide where lire individual
was dearly oul of his mind wlren he did lite deed. In ollrncases lite poi'nl is 1101 so dear. Wnn-e are we lo draw the
line?
It is not easy for man to do so. But in those cases where the
man goes deliberately, in full possession of reason, and takes away
his life there can be no doubt. He robs God. There are others,
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again, who, by allowing their passions to rule them, have laid
themselves open to devils that delight in luring them on to the
dreadful deed : these, though not altogether guilty, are yet blameable for the indulgence of their passions,. by which they become
helpless in the hands of these devils. But a man who takes away
his life in insanity, is not-cannot be held as guilty. He is free
from the charge of suicide. We will now close.
May the blessing of the Great and Mighty One rest upon you,
protect you from all evil, and lead you nearer and nearer to himself. Good-night !

f&trt~::ftrst

f&ttting.
28/h .December, I872.

~sliotts:

Records of the Life of Jesus-Why have we nothing from the Pen
of Jesus?-Was he a Ready-writer?-No Writings in Spirit-life-No
Husbandry, no Commerce, in Spirit-life-Houses of the Summer-landPower of Spirits to rescue from Shipwreck, &c.-On Prayer-The Chief
City of Persia-Hebrew and Chaldaic Alphabets-Petra, the City of the
Rocks.

I

AM

now ready to answer any question which may be put to me.

.Do you kno1t1 whtlhtr /hue are any other rtvdaliotu which have
been made through Mediums in regard lo 1/u lift and character
of J'esus1

I know not Paul rriay have come back for. such a purpose ;_
but I rather think not, for he himself only knew of these things by
hearsay. As regards the early part of the life of Jesus, very few
in Judea knew anything about it-that part being spent principally
in Egypt and Persia. On his return to Judea his life was, for a
few years, one of seclusion ; for, being the inhabitant of a small,
obscure village or town, he would only be known to a few immediate friends. Subsequently, on his second visit to Persia, he
began to attract public attention, by the exercise of the great gifts
with which he was endowed, as I have already mentioned. But
coming out as a public teacher in his own land, his sayings and
doings for the three years of his ministry had all to be recorded
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-though it must be confessed, you have but a meagre summary
of the whole. The Jews, if they chose, could give you much more
than you have already got in what you call the Gospels.
How is it that, 11.1Mil we have Idlers and llOrraln•es left us 6y
stveral of the followers of 7 esus, we ha11e IWihing ex/an/
from his OWil pen 1

Oh, I think the reason is very simple. During the three years
of his public career as a teacher, he was always attended by a few
followers; and to these he required not to write, they never being
far from him-never scattered abroad, as they afterwards were :
all that was necessary for them to know was given by the words
which fell from his lips. Had he lived longer on Earth, and his
followers been spread in course of time over various countries,
letters would assuredly have been written by him to them. But,
another reason why you have no writings of Jesus may be, that he
did not wish to give the Jewish Doctors an opportunity of gratifying their passion for controversy and wrangling. The letters
which he did write during these three years were sent to Egypt
and Persia, and as I have already said, you will, by the aid of the
English artist, receive two of these letters in your own language
by direct writing, when we get a little farther on.*
IVas 'Jesus what we would (a// a ready writer-did he write
much?

No. But some of those letters I refer to were truly beautifulclothed as they were in the most poetic language, and having for
their subjects the grandest, the most sublime truths in nature.
His was no surface work-he went to the root of things. In his
treatment of the subject of the Animal and Vegetable Kingdoms,
he would show how life was, as it were, brought out of death; how
the apparently rotten, dead seed contained within it all the elements
of a glorious and beautiful life.
Have you anything i11 Spi'rit-life corresponditl[ to the composiliofl
and wrili'ng of books·'

No. When I desire to read a volume, say one written in my
own day on Earth, I have but to will it, and the whole book lies
open before me, and when I am done with it the volume passes
away. When we want information now we do not get it from written
• See page 138 and Appmdix-Direct Writings.
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books-we have but to open the Great Book of Nature, in which
all is revealed, and a glance is all that is required. We can at
once read the history of any individual coming before us, whether
in the body or out of it. There is nothing hid from the eyes of
the Spirit.
You have frequently referred to the beauties of vegetation in lite
Spirit World. Have you anything &Orresponditlg to our ltusbandry-llte jrodud11g of crops for sustenance 1
No; the crops we have here are not for sustenance in your
sense of the term. They help to feed, to gratify the spiritual eye,
ministering to our love of beauty; but we require not to be fed as
when in the body. What sort of a place would Earth be were it
devoid of its grand old mountains and lofty hills-its flowing rivers
and its broad seas-its smiling valleys and fruitful plains-its woods
and waterfalls, and all the variegated scenery that clothes it in
loveliness? Well, all these that minister to your every sense on
Earth, on which your soul loves to feed-all these are here.
Rocky mountains in all their hoary grandeur; smiling and peaceful valleys, clad with life-giving fruits and flowers ; the grain
waving its golden heads; the quiet, solemn woodlands ; the
rivulets running over their pebbly beds, and singing as they run ;
the beautiful cascades and the awe-inspiring waterfall with its
voice of thunder; the great ocean with its wild waves beating on
the rock-bound shore, and telling to the questioner in sonorous
tongue, their old old story. If you love to contemplate these
grand and glorious features of Nature on Earth, you will not be
deprived of them here; for we have all these-and far far greater
in grandeur and beauty than aught Earth can produce.
Is there anything in Spirit-life corresponding to our trade a11tl
commerce.?
No, no: where such is carried on evil must exist. There is
nothing having a tendency to evil permitted where I am. What
could we trade in ? I have no lands-no goods which I can call
my own. All is as free to me as it is to you. There is no such
thing as personal property here. Each one is lord and master,
for the time being only, of the spot on which he sets his footthat is all; for all here have an equal right to the soil-to all
things. So, you see, there is no necessity for trade. We have
all we wish for. We have our houses, but even these we do not
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call our own : they belong to our Lord and Master. The result
oi all this is, we are all of one mind-there is no discord here.
Serving him, whom we ever love, we are at all times ready to go
forth cheerfully to the farthest part of his kingdom on messages of
love and truth. There is no holding back from this service. Love
urges us on-we must go.
H01v dots /his sfaftmenl abord housts zit tht Spirit-lift corrapond
with what Sltm or Ruisdal said on Ollt occasio11: " EtJtry
Ollt but1ds his own houu-ytJU art building yours "·'
Were I to build my Spirit-house on the banks of some silvery
lake, no one where I am would dispute my right to do so ; still,
the house would not be considered mine, but my Master's. Do
not imagine that we can ever be as we were, when clothed with
the mortal body. When I lived on Earth, I could stand up,
and looking across my extensive domain, could say-" These are
mine!" But, here, our King is proprietor-the master of all, and
he is not a hard master. When Steen spoke in that way to you,
he meant to say: Take care, because it is now you make your
condition in the Spirit World. If you live wickedly, your time
given to folly, your house in this world will be a wretched hovel ;
but if you live well, then you will have erected a happy home-a
house in accordance with your moral condition. He says, you
will remember what he told you of his condition when he entered
the Spirit World, and his description of the strange house he had
to live in.':'
Yu, I rtmtmbtr it 1vdl-I can nrotr forgtt his t1/ustration. Is
it possiblt for Spirits to rtscut a ptrsoll ifl a cast of shipwrtck
-that is, to lift him from tht sta to a plact of safely!
It is quite possible. If in proper rapport with him, the Spirits
in attendance would be able to rescue him, by some means or
other; they might not be able to lift him from the waters, but
they might be able to prepare a raft, or something else, and setting
him on it, they might guide a vessel to pick him up. If the
destruction of a vessel is foreseen by Spirits interested in one of
the passengers, whose sand-glass is not nearly run out, he will not
be left to perish-they will say he must be saved, and they will
fall on many contrivances to accomplish the end. They will, if
• See Appmdi.r-Communicalions from Ruisdal and Steen.
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the danger is foreseen in time, try to influence him to remove from
the vessel in which he intended to sail On the other hand,
though he were a Medium, there are times when his Spirit friends
could do nothing for him. There are times when, if we chose,
we could carry this Medium away, and that without the slightest
difficulty; but, under other conditions, we could not lay a finger
on him.
Would you tlOW, or a/ some future sillitzg, lake up /he subj«l of
Prayer!
That I will cheerfully do. We must meanwhile leave it over;
for the subject is one so grand, so important, in every aspect, both
for Man and Spirit, that it cannot be passed over with a few words:
it must be dwelt on at some length. It is one of those subjects
on which I delight to dwell ! 0 great indeed is the privilege con.
ferred on man-on bended knee, to lift his supplicating eyes
upwards to the Great Father of Spirits. When your children look
up to you and prattle forth their little wants, you do not-you
cannot close your ears. Neither
your Father and ours withhold his answer to our prayers and to yours. As sure as He sends
His High and Holy Ones to us with an answer to our supplica.
tions, so surely does He answer your prayers by sending us to you
in ways you think not of. Go, then, with humble heart and
bended knee, with uplifted hands and eyes-go with heart following eye, to Him who is the Source of all Good-present the
desires of your soul, and He, the Hearer of Prayer, will assuredly
answer. I loved when on Earth to retire at times to a sequestered
spot in the shady grove, where a little streamlet ran rippling
over its pebbly bed-with no living soul within miles to disturb my
meditations, and there my soul held sweet communion-there I
talked with the Great and Mighty Spirit. The subject is important, and I will give you my thoughts on it at a future sitting.
Will you giz•e me the name of /he (apilal of Persia in your
day!
The chief city was Bush ire. It was not the seat of Royalty, but
like some other cities there was a palace in Bushire in which the
king resided occasionally. Bushire was the great centre of trade
in Persia in my day.
How jar u•as Rushire from lht City of /he Gro?!e, and from yo11r
paternal mslle!

will

X
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It was about one hundred furlongs from the City of the Grove,
and three or four days journey from my native place.
Is tlm·e any di/ftreme bdwem the Hebrew and Cha/dak alplzabdical clzaradtrs .t
They are both from the same old stock, and differ very little.
I have examined some of the very old characters on the rocks.
Did you ever visit Pdra, the City of tlu Rocks,· ami can you tell
us anything about these strange dwdling-pltues!
Yes, I did see the City of the Rocks, but with the exception of
a few shepherds and robbers there were none who dwelt there.
As to the origin of such dwelling-places, there was little known in
my day. We looked on them as relics of a nation long departed.
It must have been a stupendous work to form such dwellings in
the face of perpendicular rocks. I have often thought that these
excavations were the quarries from which the early Pyramids were
built ; and that, as the labourers went on in their work of cutting
out the stones, dwellings for their shelter would be formed as they
proceeded, until they had not only dwelling-houses, but terraces
of these. But this is merely an idea : I must make some investigation into the subject.
May the blessing of the Great Father of all abide on you for
ever.

~trt)?~secon'b ~ttttng.
ph J'alluary, I87J·
Qwstjqns: On Dress and Bodily Characteristics of the Spirit-Cold and Heat.
Rain :md Snow-Spirit Contact-No Wild Animals in the Spirit World
-Hafed on "The Double "-Spirit Locomotion-Information from Jesus
-The "Lord's Prnyer"-Distance of Spheres from the Earth-The Sun a
Reflector-A Case of Dreams-Education in Spirit·life-"Who touched
me?"

I

now ready to answer any questions you have to put to me.
Do Spirits exudse a choice of dress or costume in Spin't-life 1
In manifesting our presence to mortals, we appear in the dress
we should be best known by. I appear in the costume I used
when Head of the Magi. Ancient philosophers would appear in
the robes usually worn by them in the Earth-life. Steen appears
AM
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to our Medium in the dress he wore. Indeed, to appear in true
Spirit-form and dress would be useless ; the Medium would not
know us. The colour of the clothing of the Spirit is white, indicating purity. All the Spirits in this sphere are so clothed; while
those in lower spheres are clothed according to moral condition :
as is the state, so is the clothing.
In tlu picture givm of Mr. Murray's son, tlu hair is painted r~d:
is it so in th~ Spirit-form 1
It is so; his hair must have been red when in the body, or it
would not now appear so. There is no change in that which distinguishes the Earth-body. But when there has been a defect in
the body, such as lameness, baldness, blindness, and such like, it
is left with the body. In Spirit-life you are complete in form and
feature. The fonns, features, and colours of individual Spirits
may and do vary, but all are perfect-defects have no place in the
true Spirit-form. Take the case of an idiot in the Earth-life, deprived of reason through some physical cause: no sooner does he
emerge from the body than he is ushered into Spirit-life in his
complete spiritual body, with all the faculties of his nature in
operation, and much more acute, quicker in his apprehension of
knowledge, than others; and this because he has not so much to
unlearn-having learnt nothing in the ordinary way on Earth;
while others who have acquired a smattering of knowledge on
Earth, and thereby become conceited, get lazy or indifferent here,
thinking they have got enough.
A r~ you subj~d in th~ sph~rts to atmosphmc ph~nomma, such as
cold, htat, rain, or snow 1
No, no! I have already explained that spheres, as you call
them, are conditions or states. We have nothing of that nature
to disturb us. We require no rain to produce vegetation, for
that is not the kind of sustenance needed. The vegetation
here is not developed in the same way as that of the material
worlds.
Jjthtrt i's no rain, how do you gttlh~jlowzitg rzi•trs !
The clouds floating in our skies resemble the douds of the
Earth, in so far as they give variety to the scene, and relieve the
eye, which would weary were it otherwise, but they give no rain.
We have rivers, seas, and lakes: when or how these came to be is
as much a mystery to me as it is to you.
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Tlte Medium tm one occasion bang apparmlly lakm away by SINn
into some Spirit splun, exhibited signs offcding inlmsc cold:
how do you account for such a ftding .t
I account for it by the Medium's Earth condition, not that of
the sphere he was taken to. The only pain felt by the Spirit, is
remorse for the evil done in the body.
Do Spirits suffer by co11tact with Mortals!
Oh no; but sometimes they are made better by such contact.
Mortals may and do suffer by contact with certain Spirits of a low
or evil nature ; that is, when they do not exert the pqwer, which
all men possess, to drive back these evil ones. There are some
of these too, who, when they come to rise from their debased state
to a higher, will feel all the deeper remorse for the deeds they have
perpetrated in contact with mankind.
Whm a Spirit rises to a higher sphere, docs he leave his lwuscfor
some other Spirit to occupy!
Yes; he leaves it to be occupied by some one else; and he
himself occupies or builds another in the sphere he ascends to.
Arc the animals in the Spirit World wild, ferocious in lhdr
nalurc1
No, no ! There is nothing \vild or ferocious here.; all is harmony. We have lions, tigers, and other wild animals, as you would
call them, but in nature they are like the lamb. Men, women,
and children may play with them, and no harm be done-all is
love, peace, and happiness. It cannot be otherwise. Our animal
passions no longer exist here-there is no longer in us feelings of
discord and war-nothing of that sort; and these animals live, as
we live, in harmony with existing spiritual conditions. It would
not do to cut off the lower tribes from Spirit-life, for without these
man is incomplete. As I said before, you will find that man
embodies all the lower orders of creation.
A Medium rccml/y said lome, that he once saw in his normal slate
an exact cou11lcrparl of himself, standing biforc him in the
circle, and that another person pram/ saw the same. Will
you explain this!
When the Spirit leaves the body, life for the time being is a
nonentity, unless that be done in sleep. The Spirit visits our
world, and carries back little, except in certain dreams or visions,
of which it becomes conscious, to some extent, in the normal state.
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But in such a case, as the one you refer to, the Spirit, after getting
his likeness thrown on the eyeball, would at once return, and the
Medium, of course, would then see his second self standing before
him, though such was not exactly the case, for the object had
passed away before he saw it pictured on the eyeball. In the
same way, the light of certain planets will not reach you for a
long time, and when the light does appear to you, the bodies
from whence it comes do not occupy the same spot ; they have
passed away, though to your vision they are apparently shining
on you.
Can you tell by what power Spirits 1110'l'e about from place to
plaet!
Can I tell by what power Spirits move about from place to
place? Well, that is rather a difficult question to answer. We are
conscious that we use our limbs as you do, but we move as quick
as thought. It seems to us as if we could be here amongst you,
and in another moment beyond the Sun. But by what power we
do this we cannot well explain ; we are as ignorant as yo~~·are on
that point. You move from place to place. How do you move ?
You !zaz,e more than once said your acquai11kzlue with the Four
Gospds depmded on the Medium's kno·wledge of them. Could
you not gel information from some of /he disciples of J'esus,
or from the writers of lht Gospds .1
0 yes, that I could ; but I never took thought about these
gospels, or the writings of his followers. It is much easier, and
certainly far better, for me to get it from Jesus himself.
Have you any knowledge of whalu•e term "the Lord's PraJ·cr"that is, the form ofprayer given by J'tsus to his disciples 1
No ; although I have a good idea what it is likely to be. (Prayer
recited.] Well, it is beautiful. But there is evidently something
wrong in the expression-" Lead us not into temptation." It
would be better to change it to-" Ketp us out of temptatio11," for
well he knew that God does not lead men into temptation. Man
himself does that.
Did you meat1 to say, when speaking of the Spheres, that they are
all rqual/y distant, as r~ards spact,jrom us1
No. The lower Spheres are nigh to your Earth; the highest is
far beyond the Sun. The Sixth Sphere is, if measured by distance, nearer to the Sun than it is to the Earth.
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1/uard a discussion, 1/u ollur night, tWoulllu Sun, as a sourc~ of
light and htal: will you favour me with somdhi11g 011 /hal
point'/
There is no more heat proceeding from the Sun than there is
from the Earth. The heat is bottled up in the Sun in the same
way as it is in the Earth : and the Sun is merely a reflector of the
light that it gets, and which all the worlds in space get, from the
Great and Eternal Source of Light.
Two a./fiancm jtrsons dream on one 11ighl; /he o~ sets htr futur~
home, a humble o~.· the ollur sees his future home also, but
o~ of a more prdmlious ordtr: How is il /hal these lwo
should havt such a similarity of dream, and yd difftrml, on
1/u same 11ighl!
According to my philosophy of Dreams, those you refer to come
from an outside source. The variation in the dream, or vision, of
the future home is caused, no doubt, by the difference in temperament of the persons dreaming. For example, you and I might
look at a building, and each of us give a description of it; but it
would be found that, looking at the building each from his own
stand-point, your description and mine would be different ; and so
in the case of the two dreamers : both had the spiritual vision of
a future home placed before them, and according to the individual
so was the impression of the vision. In the one case, the controlling
Spirit endeavoured to excite a little ambition in him-to push him
forward ; in the other, the picture was given to show that peace
and happiness may be obtained even with a humble cottage for a
dwelling-place.
Whal provisio11 is made for 1/u ignorant but morally fit Spirit
who mltrs your Sph~re, so as to rai's~ him inldl«<ually 1
There are thousands ready waiting to take such a one by the
hand. Why, you know well, they are not to blame for their lack
of knowledge ; they have been neglected, it may be, in their Earthlife, but there are those here who will not neglect to impart the
knowledge they require. Sitting like little children, they will in
due time, under their loving teachers, become like the greatest
philosophers, if not the oldest.
l¥hal did yaus mean by saying, wlu11 his garmml was louclud
by 1/u distu.sd femal~ in a crowd-" W/10 ltJuclud me 'I for
lu ptrcti;·ed /hal z•i'rlu~ had gone oul of him" 1
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If you were to touch this Medium while he is in trance, he would
feel the power passing from him. The poor woman, by her
faith, had established the necessary sympathy, and touching his
garment, that moment Jesus felt the power flowing from him. He
was full to overflowing of the healing, life-giving power. You have
another illustration of this in his cure of a blind man, in the
account of which it is said that he spat on the ground, and making
clay with his hands, he anointed the eyes of the blind man,
and gave him sight The power was not in the clay; it was in his
fingers.

~tr t~=tbitb

~itttng.
IIIh 'January, I87J·

Qwslions :-Can a Spirit see Material Objects ?-Spiritual Speech-Trance·

speaking-No Deception in Spirit-forms-Omnipresence of God-Where
is Heaven?-"lmmediate Presence"-"Book of Lile"-Hafed on
"Whatever is is Right" -Capital Punishments-Cities of Refuge-How
to make the best of a Maleractor -Embalming in Egypt, and Trial of
the Dead-The Temple of Baalbec-Can there be a Beginning without
an End?- On the Cse of Swine's Flesh.

I

now ready to answer the questions you have prepared.
Can Spirits stt malmal objtds as wt stt lhtm 1
Yes ; if these objects come within certain spiritual conditions. We perceive all material things through the spiritual
We do not see a
atmosphere, or aura, surrounding them.
human being in bodily form-we see him as a spirit; but in com·
ing into rapport with an individual, we do perceive him in his
material form. There are some, however, with whom we cannot
harmonise-that is to say, the currents flowing from Spirit to man,
and from man to Spirit, do not harmonise; therefore we cannot
perceive them. The Spirit body is also material, but of such a
fine nature that it cannot, under ordinary conditions, be perceived
by your bodily eye ; and it is the same with our perception of the
material body-the Spirit cannot, under certain conditions, see the
body. For instance, we do not hear your voices. As Ruisdal
and Steen have already informed you, the words, or sounds, imprint themselves on our Spirit atmosphere, and we perceive what
AM
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you say. We see you because of the magnetic harmony existing
between you and this Medium ; but there are others we cannot at
once see, unless they happen to be so mediumistic that we could
act through them, and even though but slightly mediumistic, we
may see them. We cannot always perceive the persons in your
circle, though quite aware of their presence by spiritual perception.
Wltm Spirits (Onverse willt tut"lt ollttr, do IItty prodtKe sou11ds by
lite use of VIXal organs 1
Oh, yes ; we can speak as you speak, but our speech is quite of
a different character-certainly much more refined-spiritual ; so
much so, indeed, that we cannot use it on Earth. Again, we can
read the thoughts of Spirits, and under certain conditions the
thoughts of Spirits in the body : we know, indeed, what a Spirit is
about to say. But for all that, do not imagine we are silent here.
We are no mummies. We have tongues; and I tell you we know
how to use them. We speak to each other as mortal speaks to
mortal.
Are Spirits, wlttn speaki11g through a Medium, (Onjined lo lite
UJOrtis possessed by /Itt Medium, or (Oil IItty impress on him
•tuords Itt has nevu heard u/lertd 1
You should know how to answer that question yourself; for this
Medium has repeatedly been made to give words he knew not ;
and although unable to give the exact sounds to these words, that
is not his fault; neither is it the fault of the Spirit controlling hiru.
In this, some Mediums are much more gifted than others. You
need not expect to get sweet sounds from a defective instrument,
however clever the player may be.
Can a Spirit ma11iftsl ltimsdf in any otltu form to a Medium
than thai which Itt had on Earth 1
No; a Spirit cannot take any other form than that which belongs
to him. Were you in Spirit-life, I could not assume your form,
neither could you take mine. I have a full head of hair, although
white ; yours is light and thin. But although a Spirit cannot
clothe himself in another's form to manifest to mortals, he may be
able to read the mind, and, from the knowledge of facts thus
acquired, attempt to personate another Spirit. It is only under
certain conditions, however, that the mind can be read. Suppose
that one taken away in childhood desired to make his presence
known at a circle through a Medium: he would first of all appear
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in his childhood's fonn, so that he might be recognised; and then
gradually he would grow up before the Medium's eye till he
attained the fonn he had reached in Spirit-liie. Were the departed
one to appear in any other stage of growth than that in which he
passed away, there would be some difficulty in recognising him.
God bang a~trywlure presml, is He manifested, or sem, any more
in me or you /hall in a jlowtr or a bl«k of stone 1

That is a question of some difficulty, into a full consideration of
which I do not at present care to enter. God, the Infinite and
Mighty Spirit, is to be seen in Man more than in all His lovely and
boundless creation. The flower is doubtless wonderful in beauty,
and God is seen in the lovely and fragrant flower ; but with all its
symmetry of form and varied hues, it lacks reason : that divinest
part in man is not in the flower. Again, you will see God in the
lower animals, but not so much as in man ; for, take them allthe entire animal kingdom-put all their instincts together, and
you will find the whole combined and perfected in man. Again,
though only to a slight extent, God inay be seen in the solid stone.
But He is fullest in man. The inner man, which comes from
God, ever lives ; and we will continue to advance until we come
into the immediate presence of the Great and Holy Spirit. Then
shall we know something more of Him than we do now.
Is it right to think of God, wlto is a~trywlttre presml, as a Ptrstm
/Q(a/ed in Heaven, stKit as tt!e ltaz•e in lite ".lArd's Praytr"
-" Our Fatlttr wltt"dt art in Heavm" t

I will reply to that question by my answer to another : Where
is Heaven? Universal Creation is Heaven. The Earth which
you now inhabit, even to its very central depths, is Heaven. Each
planet, as it rolls on in majesty throughout the grand ocean of
space, is Heaven. Everywhere-wherever God is-there is
Heaven.
But just a few minutes agu, you sjflke of (Oming into "lite immediate prestn(e of God," don noll/tal expression imply a plaee 1

No; not so much a place as, I think, an advance on the part
of the Spirit in purity; or,.as the ancients taught, becoming so
like unto God in holiness as to become Gods. These ancients
taught that the purer the life, the nearer to God ; and they got
such ideas from the Spirit World. But, as Ruisdal and Steen
have often told you, there is a Great Centre, the Heaven of
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Heavens-the Throne of the Great and Holy Spirit-whence
flow out in copious streams His gracious influences to all, but
especially to man, over all His vast and glorious kingdom.
What is mtanl 6y the ttrm, ustd in our sacrtd writin~s, " The
Book of Lift" .t
It is just what I have spoken of as "The Book of Memory."
We look on that book, and therein we find the name we are in
search of, and once we find it, that moment the whole vision of
the individual's life passes before our eyes : from birth to death,
all his good and bad deeds are spread out before us. Here they
are inscribed, with day and date-weeks and months and yearsto the day of his death, his birth into the Spirit World We have
something akin to this in the practice of the ancient Egyptians,
writing in hieroglyphics the memoirs of distinguished persons,
giving all the good deeds of the deceased; but in this case we have
both bad and good deeds recorded. If you walk in the straight
path, according to the light granted to you-acting honestly
towards God and man, there are blessed angels ever ready to
report at the Great Temple, and every deed is put down against
your name in the Book of Memory ; and when it is found that
the good overbalances the evil deeds (for no one ever lived a
completely pure life) then, from that time, you are expected to
reach that high and holy sphere in Spirit-life. The Recording
Angel cannot be deceived by the hypocrite's false appearances.
Men may be deceived, but not the watchful Spirit. The hypocrite's ostentatious parade of piety-his long prayers in public,
like the Pharisee's of old-holding his money aloft that he may be
seen to drop it into the hand of the needy beggar, not for the love
of giving, but for the praise of men-all such is set down by the
Recording Spirit as so much evil (Human nature in this dark
feature does not, so far as I can observe through this Medium,
appear to have changed.) On the other hand, the man who helps
on his fellow man-who, when he sees his poorer brethren in need,
turns away his face from them, while he stealthily gives his alms,
afraid to be seen, afraid lest his good deeds should be blazoned
abroad as with trumpets of brass, there is good in that man, and
the Recording Angel takes note of him.
What is your opinion of tnt dodrint of" Whaln•tr is is ri~hl" 1
If your question refers to the operation and results of natural
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laws, I answer you thus : If a house should fall, burying in its
ruins men, women, and children, it is right-quite right. If a
huge volcano should burst out unexpectedly, and its blasting
molten waves rush down in hot haste, and bury a city with
all its inhabitants, it is right. If a great tidal wave of old ocean
should rise, and, in its overwhelming course, work devastation
and death over hundreds of miles of land, it is right. I say it
is right. The upheaved water must go somewhere, and if thrown
on low-lying land, over that land it must go, before it returns to its
natural bed Men must learn to make provision for such occurrences-and they do learn. Again, in the case of the volcanic
eruption, it is hard to say what might have taken place had there
been no fiery deluge : instead of a city with its thousands, by the
confinement of the explosive element, you might have had the
cities of an entire country laid in ruins by earthquakes, and hundreds of thousands of lives destroyed. Nature must relieve herself of those gases generated within the crust of the globe, and
men must learn to avoid erecting cities in the neighbourhood of
Nature's safety-valves. They have no right to build over these
air-holes. Then, again, in the case of a house falling, there must
be a cause-something wrong in the construction of that house.
The stones may have been bad, or the timbers insufficient. Do
not blame Nature : man alone is to blame. If men will not
acquire wisdom, they must just stand the consequences of their
ignorance or thoughtlessness. They must lay no blame on the laws
of God-these are right, and can never be otherwise ; and all
must submit to them. But the doctrine of " Whatever is is right"
is not true in moral law. A man kills his neighbom: : that is not
right. Heaven's law is, that man should live to a certain age, and
anything that cuts short his natural term of life, is an infringement
of law. He that made the law never intended that it should be
broken. No one has a right to shorten his own or another's life.
In all nations, even the most barbarous, laws have been laid down
for the preservation of life. In some the law was, that if a man
raised his hand against his neighbour to deprive him of life, he
forfeited his own life and the lives of all his family. It was a hard,
a cruel law, but it was done for the prevention of murder. Were
the kings and lawgivers who enacted such rigorous laws greater in
love for mankind than God? Were they, in their efforts for man's
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protection against the assaults of his fellow-man, more just than
God? No; you will find it written in the Sacred Books of all
nations, that the Great Spirit forbids murder. At one time in my
Earth-life, I held that he who killed another should himself be cut
off. In these cases I exercised my office of judge most stringently, and hesitated not in some instances to put the criminal to
torture before taking away his life. This was at an early stage of
my life ; afterwards, I began to think there was something wrong
in taking away the life of one who had slain another, whether in
cold blood or in the heat of passion. I saw that a distinction had
been made by the Hebrew lawgiver, whereby the man-slayer might
flee to a city of refuge, and find safety from pursuit. In India
they had similar places of refuge. But these cities afforded no
protection to the man who had deliberately taken away the life of
his fellow-man. I have now, however, very different ideas on this
point. I would say, even in the case of the callous wretch that
sheds innocent blood, let him live, but keep him in close confinement. By adopting this course, such an one is not only greatly
punished, but at the same time he gets a chance of regaining his
character, becoming fitted for entering into Spirit-life; but, hurled
into it red-handed, thrust head-long into the lowermost depths,
and thence into the society of devils, he also in course of time
becomes a devil, and, in tum, instigates others to murder and
bloodshed on Earth. No, I would say, keep him in confinement,
and compel him to labour for the support of the hapless widow
and children of his victim.
For wltal purpost did lite ancient Egyptians embalm lite bodies of
lite dparled!
They had two purposes to serve by this custom. One of these
was this : There was a law in Egypt, from which even kings were
not exempt, that, before burial, a court should be held for the
trial of the deceased, where his deeds were recited before the
judge, and if found wanting, his evil deeds overbalancing his good
deeds, the body was sent back to his house, there to remain as a
warning to others. In such a case, it would not of course have
been wise in a warm climate to keep the body without embalming
it Again, it was the belief of the people of Egypt, that when the
Spirit appeared before the Great Judge in the Spirit World, and
was found wanting, he was sent back to the old tenement, there
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to abide till he became fit to enter into the Paradise of the righteous. There was a good salutary effect produced on the minds
of the people who entertained these ideas.
Do you know anything about tlu Grtat Templt of Baalb«, now in
ruins-/tow tlu ancunt buildtrs managtd lo plact /Itt grtat
blocks of slont in 1/uir plam 1
It was in ruins in my day. But I have seen great stones raised
in the erection of similar buildings. The power used was that of
the lever, worked by a rope and large gin, at which both men and
animals laboured. I rather think the Pyramids were erected in
this way. The large and heavy stones would be lifted from one
level platform to another and a higher, and so on till they reached
the top, thousands of slaves being employed in the task. Probably
elephants and camels were also used, for I have seen these at work
in the erection of great buildings. Baalbec was distant about two
or three days' journey from Babylon. It had been celebrated for
its beautiful temples, one of which was called the Temple of the
Sun. Many of the surrounding nations worshipped the Sun-not
as the Persians, who merely looked on the bright luminary as representing the Great Spirit; but, like the Greeks, the people of Baalbec
had images in their temples, before which they bent the knee.
Can llttrt bt a btginning without an md ·'
No. Wherever there has been a beginning there must be an
end. Cast your eyes over the surface of the globe and you will
find that all you see had a beginning. The mighty mountain
towering aloft, whose snow-capped pinnacles pierce the cloudsyou know that it had a beginning. Well, let me suppose you had
seen that mountain and its rugged outlines when you were but a
boy, and you live on to old age; you examine it then, and you
find that it has been wasting away-that decay during all these
years has been going on-the old features impressed on your
youthful mind have, to some extent, passed away, and new ones
appear. And this process is for ever going on throughout all
nature. Change-a continual change. In man, too, in his material state, there is a beginning and an end-a continual change
in his body, as in all material things. But in regard to man as a
spirit, no one can tell when he began to be. Why ? Because
that inner man is Divine, the offspring of God, who ever was and
ever shall be-without beginning, without end.
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Why do the Hebrews and ~;titer Easkrns rifuse lo eat/he /lesh of
swiN!
In most of the Eastern nations the law against the use of swine's
flesh was got up by the priests and learned men. In very warm
countries it was considered not only unsuitable but very hurtful
to eat of swine's flesh. There seems also to be a natural repugnance to use as food the flesh of an animal that is notoriously foul
in its own feeding-unlike other animals that feed only on vegetables. It is like man in one respect-both feed on animals and
vegetables. This animal is indeed so foul in its habits that it would
just as soon devour human flesh as it would grass. [Benm'idum.]
·-· · - -

- -- - --

~itt~:: fourtb

~itting.
2Jrd '7anuary, I87J·

Qrmtions :-Disorderly Manifestations-Sitting for Phenomena-A Difficulty
Explained-Mode of Control-Expansion of Solid Bodies-Identity of
Spiritr-How to detect Personation-Dark and Light Circles-The
Earth·body and the Spirit-body-Pre-existence of Man--Creeds valueless
-True Prayer-Archangels-What is Memory ?-Doctrine of Non-resistance-Urim and Thummim-"White Star."

I

now ready to answer your questions.
In mding arrangemmls for silting in circle, is it liluly, by one
speaki11g openly of the intended m«<inK, thai /oro-«~ndilioned
Spirits, becoming acquainted with the fad, might attempt to
control the Mrdium or Mediums!
You might keep your arrangements for a circle ever so secret,
that would not prevent Spirits, either high or low, from coming to
it, because each one of those assembled, according to his condition, will draw Spirits towards him. If the higher Spirits perceive
that evil is likely to result from sitting, they will at once create
disorder in the manifestations, so as to render all your efforts
fruitless. Consequently, when you witness such inharmonious
proceedings, do not attribute the disorder to the action of lowconditioned Spirits, but rather to those of a higher character, who
foresee the evil that might arise from the sitting, and desire to
prevent it
A!ll

Digitized by

Goog [e

SPIRIT-LIFE-SIXTY-FOURTH SITTING.

319

.Do you think it right for persons who are convitl«li of lite rtalily
of lite phmomena to conlitzue to sit in arde for manijulalions 1
Well, if they require no more, there is no reason why they
should continue to sit ; but where good is to be accomplished in
bringing the phenomena before a stranger, then they should not
hesitate to sit If the sitters have protecting Spirits around them,
they need be afraid of nothing that may occur. Sitting in circle
from motives of curiosity, with those who already perceive the
truth, is not right. In such a case I say, Do not sit. But there
are certain kinds of manifestations that can be got in no other way
than sitting in circle. Here are our Indian friends-who, though
not possessed of language, are good and great men-able to convert the elements into material perfumes. That is something
worthy of consideration. It is surely something to let a stranger
witness a table moving by unseen power, and by that means lead
him gradually to the conclusion that that power is exerted by those
who once trod the Earth, but who are now looked upon as dead.
.Do Spirits assembled at a circle !tear or untlerslantl aU that lakes
place·'
No; they know all that is taking place on this side, but not on
yours. For instance, you might wonder why certain tricks or impostures were not detected by the Spirits. The reason is, they do
not perceive, in certain conditions, the wrong done. But when
they do see, they show what has been done to their Medium.
Could we only come together with you at your sittings unaccompanied by evil Spirits, who are drawn thither by those who sit
occasionally with you, it would be better for you and your cause ;
but you are not to blame those persons : it rests with the Spirits
who lead on ill-conditioned Mediums to do the work.
How do Spirits control a Medium !
In a hundred different ways. If I desired to have full and
complete control of this Medium, I would enter in. Having
greater powers, I would overrule him. He would, for the time
being, be no longer himself. All his physical powers would be
under my control. But the control I have is different: it is not
possession. He is entranced by another, and I am at liberty to
use him ; and I do so in the same way as you would do were you
prompting another individual to speak-with this difference : my
Medium has to translate into his own tongue that which I prompt
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him to say, and I, on the other hand, have to translate what you
say as the sound of your voice strikes on the spiritual atmosphere,
in the way formerly described It would be different, and much
easier, were we acquainted with each other's language, or both
speaking the same language. Again, when you sit at the table for
manifestations, each one sitting emits a magnetism which envelopes
you-a magnetic ring is formed, while the magnetism rises upward
like a cone or column; and when we come, our magnetism
comes down and meets yours in the centre; having established
this connection, we can operate on material things. Then we can
use a Medium's hand to write, by bringing our magnetism to bear
on his arm from the elbow downwards ; and with those on whom
we cannot thus act, we impress their brain, and they are made to
write even while thinking of something else.

Can you explain the process by whidz Spirits are mabled lo place
a solid iron ring 011 the ann of an individual, liz~ rzi1g bni1g
smaller than his hand .I
Knowing very little about that, I can but give you my opinion.
The only way I can conceive of at present is this :-The iron ring
and the arm are both composed of matter in different states. To
you the arm appears solid: not so to us. We know it is made up
of individual particles, held together by the law of cohesion.
Now, that law may be, and I believe is, in these cases, counteracted for the time being by another law; but in regard to the case
you refer to, I would think it would be much easier to compress
the hand to suit the size of the ring, than to expand the ring to
slip on to the arm. In carrying articles from one place to another
through solid walls or wooden doors, there is no use for both being
dissolved One, I think, is sufficient-the article that is to be
passed.
.Do Mediums give commu11kalions purporting to be from certain
Spirits 1t•hm such is 11oltlze case .'
If Mediums are not under the control of a particular Spiritguide, he or she is liable to be used by Spirits of a disorderly
character. There are always plenty of these standing around,
ready to act whenever the conditions afford them an opportunity.
Were I such a Spirit, how easy would it be for me to give you a
long story about this, that, and the other thing ! But of this you
need not be afraid, so long as the Medium is in the habit of meet-

Digitized by

Coogle

SPIRIT-LIFE-SIXTY-FOURTH SITTING.

321

ing with faithful and true Spirits. These will never deceive you.
Ask them a question on a subject they are ignorant of, and they
will confess their ignorance, making no pretence to know more
than they do. I have seen certain Spirits at your circles, professing to know all about persons present, when, in fact, they knew
little or nothing about them ; and oftentimes our Indian friends
have been with difficulty restrained from using violent measures
with these pretenders. That is one reason why we are averse to
answering questions concerning Spirits standing by individuals
in your circles. The character of some of these Spirits cannot be
declared openly. Indeed, why should we speak of them ?-why
describe? It is our duty to do all we can to guard you against
them, by getting you so to live that they will find nothing in you
or about you to enable them to act on you.
How are we to dd«t (tzSts of personation 1
If the Spirit assumes to be a great personage, ancient or modern,
I think it quite possible for you to discover whether he is true or
false. If you are acquainted with a number of small items in the
life of such a personage, which are not easy for a Spirit to pick
from your mind, you might say-" I wish you to tell me the little
incident that took place on such and such an occasion." For example: suppose that the Spirit controlling professes to be Socrates,
you might ask, "Do you remember what took place with you and
your wife one day in the streets of Corinth?" It is a simple
enough question, and I merely give it as an illustration ; but if
Socrates, he will very readily remember all about it, and perhaps
more than you know. Poor Socrates ! one of the best and meekest
of men, who never got angry-whom I might, indeed, term a
Grecian Christ as regards moral character-what a fiend of a wife
he had ! She delighted to torment him. In public or private she
gave no peace to the good man. In the streets or in the temple,
it mattered not, she was sure to be at him with her reviling tongue,
while he never uttered a word, submitting quietly under the most
intolerable provocation. She encountered him one day in a street
in Corinth, and, amid a torrent of abuse, tore the cloak from
his back, and taking a vessel of foul water, flung it about his
person. All that the venerated philosopher said on that occasion
was, " There is never a storm without rain."
Are dark drdes ne,essary for the developmmt of a mdium .1
y
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No; but if you desire certain manifestations, such as lights,
you must have darkness. Mere movements, however, may be had
either in the sunshine or in darkness, but the latter suits much
better; it gives power to the Spirits to work ; but with good magnetic conditions we can, to some extent, do many things in the
light-everything depends on the conditions. Of course, there is
no necessity for darkness in trance-speaking, or for writing, painting, &c. But there are some things which, unless under the most
favourable conditions, cannot be done in the light, such as the
transference of material bodies from one place to another. The
Indians showed you at a recent sitting how these bodies are handled
in darkness. You all saw a light, but there were some there who
were able to see better than others, and they perceived the spirit
hands.
Do llu a/oms of llu pltysi'cal body make any par/ of lite spirit
body 1
So far as my experience goes, I would say No. Nevertheless,
there is a very close relationship between the two bodies. Debauchery, for example, is sure to entail a certain amount of injury,
morally, to the spirit; but there are no particles of the Earth-body
made over to the Spirit-body.
Had man an individual existence btjore lte came into lite Earthbody.'
I will give you my opinion. I believe that I, as Spirit, existed
in the One Great Spirit, but had no individual existence till I
came into the Earth-body.
Dots an individuals creed on Earllt affed !tis happiness in /he
Spirit World .1
It matters not whether he be Jew, Mahommedan, or Christian.
When I think of these Mahommedans my old nature gets up.
Yet, even amongst them, there are good and true men who, faithful to the precepts of their prophet, put multitudes of Christians
to shame. If Christians would but look as much to Jesus as these
men do to Mahomet, it would be better for them. I have known
noble-hearted men also amongst the Brahmins of India-men
who, though differing in creed from Jews or Christians, were
morally superior, and therefore more likely than multitudes of
these to get a higher position in Spirit-life. These were men who
did not wear a cloak of religion, to be put on once a-week, but
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who served him whom they looked on as their Lord every day.
No matter by what name he was known to them, if they looked
upon Him whom they worshipped as God ; they might do so
through the medium of an uncouth figure or image, but it was
God, their Maker and Preserver, they meant to worship. But
better than, and beyond all faiths and creeds, is it to walk in the
steps of Jesus, my Prince, who was sent to reveal the Father to
mankind-sent that he might become the Light of the world.
Is it1umsary that prayer slwuld jilul expression liz words 1
No; you must have thoughts before words. Why, you might
stand in silence before the world and pour out your soul in prayer
to God. On the other hand, you might give utterance to words
in sound like that of a trumpet-a mere form of words without
the expression of your heart's desires-but that is not prayer.
What is the meaning of/he word" A r(/uzt~gd" 1

Archangel means a Reporting Angel, a messenger who carries
tidings from the Great and Mighty One to the Lower Ones-a
medium between the Highest and His Anointed Ones-the Christs.
Jesus, the Prince, is the King of all the worlds of which the Sun
is the centre. I knew him on Earth as Jesus, and never used the
word Christ, or the Anointed, which was his title. He is the
Heaven-appointed Ruler of the nations of the Earth. We in
Persia looked for him, for he was promised. Egypt and Greece
also expected his coming. I never used the title Christ. I liked
best to be called a disciple of the Nazarene.
Can you explain to me what you (Onsider Memory/() be,· or ratlw-,
how do we remmzber 1

Memory is, I consider, an impression made on the inner man
through its brain organ. You will find that impressions made
in your early youth are of a much more enduring character than
those made recently. They appear to be deeply engraven on the
young mind. Some persons say they have bad memories; so says
our friend [the Medium]. The reason is, not that the impressions
are faint, but that in advanced life they get covered with rubbish,
and are not easily read by the Spirit.
Would it be right to follow /Itt advice of 'Jtsus literally i11 regard
to 110n-rmstanu, in !tis saying: "lf he smile thee 011 the o1u
(Mtk, turn to him the other also" J

That is a figurative expression, meaning, to him who would
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injure you, you must return good Such figures of speech were
very common in Persia, India, and among all Eastern nations.
Jesus might have done this, but where will you .find a man to do
it? No, verily; human nature as it is would never comply with
the injunction. Man has no right to allow his life to be taken
away, either by a wild animal or a wild man. You are not a God,
you are a man. You do not hesitate to kill a wild animal in selfdefence; and what is he who lifts his murderous hand to take
away another's life but a wild man, who must be restrained with
all the force you are capable of exerting in defence of· yourself or
others.
Can you givt mt your idta of /Itt " Urim and 17tummim" of lht
Htbrtw Pritslhood 1
That was the breastplate of the Hebrew High Priest, composed
of twelve stones, used in communications for the Twelve Tribes.
There was a thirteenth stone of pure rock crystal, from which the
High Priest himself, who was generally a Medium, had replies
to questions. Those also who desired to have messages from the
departed, looked on this central stone, and they, if mediumistic,
received communications. The priests who were Mediums also
consulted it, and received Divine revelations of light and truth.
The Guardian Spirits of the Tribes, interested in their welfare,
impressed the people to consult Urim on the Great Days. This
practice of consulting the crystal was doubtless borrowed from
Egypt; it was also to some extent practised in Chaldea and Persia.
The words, "Urim and Thummim," mean Divine revelation of
Light and Truth.
I must now leave you. Good night
Conlro/lui by ]AN STEEN, /Itt quulron was put-Can you It// mt
anytlti11g about litis Indi'an lltal s«ks, aaordtitg to Hajui, lo
control my lta11d 1
He is one who lived on Earth when those ancient cities now
buried, flourished in the western world. The Persian and "White
Star" seem to understand one another very well; indeed, in character, he is very like the Persian. He will, when he can manage
you, write in his own language, a very ancient one, and will interpret it through you.
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~ irt~::fiftb ~itting.
6th February, I87J·
Hafed on the Education of Children in the Spirit World-The Passions of Man
Symboliseu-IUustrations-Facilities in Teaching the Young SpiritOn Children's Lyceums-All days holy-Give no offence-Branches of
Education-Help fro~ the Spirits-Astronomy-Botany-The Mammoth
Animals-Man's Early History-Teach no Theologies-Man a Worker
-Architecture-Bodily Exerci54:-Engineering, Farming, &c.

I AM now ready to answer the questions you have prepared for
me.
I have no questions rmdy. Will you just (Ontinue your narrative 1
No; but you may choose a subject for me to speak on.
You spoke apfr01tingly, last night, of the proposal to establish a
Children's Ly,eum. Is there any similarity in the mode of
itulrudiotl of 'hildren in the Spin"t World, to that of the
young in the Amencan Ly,eums!
The education of children in the Spirit World is quite different
from that of children on the Earth ; at least, that is my view of
the subject. I have had the care of little children, and I take
great delight in teaching the young; but I am chiefly a teacher of
grown-up children-that is, those who come in from Earth who
require to be instructed ; and in their case it is not so much the
getting them to learn, as getting them to unlearn. The little
ones who come here, however, having little or nothing to unlearn.
have their hearts open, ever ready, ever fresh, for instruction in
wisdom and love. They are taught by symbols, and these we find
in Nature. Every flower that blooms is connected with something
of Earth and the Spirit World. Man's passions, for example, may
be, and are symbolised by flowers. The poisonous hemlock is
symbolical of deadly hatred in man, and also of those passions
that lead him into mischief and covetousness. Here, we take the
lovely rose, which sends forth hither and thither its fragrant breath
on the soft summer breeze, as a beautiful emblem of love in
man towards his fellow-man. The charity which stretches out
a helping hand to a fallen brother-that gives water to the thirsty,
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fainting soul-that comes like a sweet perfume to the poor depart·
ing Spirit, lying in the last stage of disease-bed-ridden, with
nothing to support the poor, worn-out frame-that is the charity
symbolised by the fragrant rose. It is not long prayers that such a
one needs, nor that kind of consolation that ends in talk about resignation to fate--no, not that, for man always desires to live-(unless his weary Spirit, as it nears the brink, gets a glimpse of
the bright land beyond ;)-but something to relieve his bodily wants
-that is, the sweet breath of roses to him who lies prostrate, racked
and tortured by want and disease. Then care flies off, and the
Spirit can think of higher and holier things. Other flowers symbolise various parts in man's nature, and are all used by us in our
education of the young in Spirit-life. Here they are--all the
flowers which you have on Earth.
Then again, in our teaching here, we have clear vision of the
wants of our young pupils; and there is no clog of dirt-no teachings or theologies of man to obstruct their sight, but every thing
is clear to Spirit vision, and the doors stand open to welcome the
truth. Your conditions are different on Earth, and you cannot
possibly impart instruction as we do. But I will give you my
ideas how it should be done.
I would not bind you to have your meetings on the first day of
the week. You say it is a holy day. I have no fault to find with
you because of this; but see that you worship God every daysee that all days are holy ; for if we put aside the worship we owe
to the Great Father of all for six days, and give but the seventh,
we do but mock Him. No, you must worship Him every day in
the seven, from day to day, from week to week, from month to
month, from year to year, till your sand-glass runs out, and you
prepare to enter here, and work and worship as every Spirit ought
to do.
Then, setting aside your Sabbath-day, I would have you to
appoint a week-night for the instruction of the young amongst you.
My reason for this is-that, although esteeming every day alike,
every day a fitting opportunity of doing good, I think it right in
me not to raise up difficulties in your way, by the stirring up of
prejudices. Believing every day alike, could I paint, I might do
so on the Sabbath, but this I would not do if it were to give
.,ffence to my brethren who are not like-minded.
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Here, in the Spirit World, we have many great philosophers,
poets, and painters. Here are priests who once officiated at the
altars of the Most High ; here are our friends Ruisdal and Steen,
and Spirits of every grade in knowledge, ready to assist you in
your work of love and truth.
And here, too, there are architects, ancient and modern, ready
to give you assistance in your work. And if these ancients do
come, they are able to give you something superior, in strength
and beauty, to anything in architecture you have at present. They
knew how to please the eye. We have one here who would gladly
give you information in all that concerns the movements of those
vast bodies-the universe of worlds, of which Earth is but one in
the innumerable host.
But not the least of those who are willing and ready to help
you, are our good Indian friends, who surpass, in many things,
the greatest philosophers. Having studied in the school of
Nature, they are intimately acquainted with the nature of plants
and animals ; witness the distillation of those perfumes that have
so frequently been brought to you. In that you have one branch
of Indian Chemistry. They could teach you that.
When you form such a school (for that is what I call it), all
those I have named, and many more, will come forward to the
work. I myself would prefer to give instruction on subjects concerning the Great and Infinite Spirit, the Fountain of all wisdom
and truth.
Well, then, I would have implanted within the minds of the
young ones the philosophy of all things in the animal, the vegetable, and mineral kingdoms. I would have them instructed in
the arts, such as painting, sculpture, music, and indeed everything
calculated to elevate them, physically, morally, and in~ellectually.
They should be made acquainted with ancient and modern astronomy ; how the worlds revolve in space ; about the comets as they
come and go in their flight through the atmosphere (which, indeed,
are but undeveloped worlds newly come, as it were, from the hands
of the Great Creator), till they are ready to take up their circuit
.. round the sun, becoming worlds, and parts of planetary systems.
. Then your youth should have a knowledge of the flowers that
bedeck the gardens and fields of Earth. If you are ignorant, we
are all ready to help you as best we can. We .might show you
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how beautifully the leaves are formed on the tree. Take the
lovely rose, examine its blushing leaves, separate them the one
from the other, look carefully into them, and you will see nothing
but the velvety film on the surface; but, notwithstanding, on that
leaf you will find a whole race of animals. There they go, pair
and pair, male and female, living, moving, and having their being
on that beautiful and gaily coloured world-that tiny leaf-a colony
in itself. This is something to awaken interest in the mind of
the youthful scholar. We of the Magi studied this, and taught
such to our youth. But there were few who knew as much as I
did on this subject By means of crystals taken from the rock, I
showed my pupils what they could not discern by the naked eye ;
by the use of my glass, they saw these little animals going along
in pairs-mere mites, invisible to ordinary vision, but yet, to some
extent, endowed with reason ; for there they were, male and female,
traversing their beautiful world in loving fellowship. Great and
wonderful is the Creator of all ! 0 never forget that the Almighty
God careth for all his creatures, even for those little bits of dust.
Teach your children that.
From this I would take them back to the early history of the
Earth ; when those huge animals roamed over its marshy surface,
cropping its vast vegetation, now stored up within its bowels to
give light and heat to man. I would have you to show these
children how in due time the Creator swept off those gigantic
creatures from the surface and buried them-their bones, in course
of ages, becoming cement for man's use ; and how the Earth was
thus being prepared, in these far-back ages, for man's sojourn on
its surface.
Then I would have them to be instructed in the early history
of mankind ; how man at first became impressed by Spirit power ;
how he continued to be, more or less, influenced by that power,
down through the ages, till He came who had been so long promised-the Prince, even Jesus my Lord. I would have them
t:1ught no theologies, but enjoined to take Jesus as their leader,
their exemplar-to make him their model in all things, so that
they may be early led into the paths of virtue ; and living as he
lived, pass away from Earth as his true followers, and breathe in
the heavenly atmosphere of the land of light and glory.
Then your little ones should receive lessons concerning the
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duties of daily life : that man is not placed on Earth to be an
idler-that he is made to be a worker, providing not only for
himself and his children, but contributing towards the happiness
of his fellow-men.
But again, part of the instruction to be given, and certainly not
an unimportant part, is that of thorough bodily exercise. You
must train these children how to use their limbs; for without the
free exercise of all the powers of the body, the youth can never
become a strong and healthy man. Neglecting this, mortals can
never attain vigour of body, or expect to reach the natural term
of life on Earth. They are cut off prematurely. Like the fruit
of an untended tree, they fall away, become rotten and of no use.
But habitual and proper bodily exercise, or training, would not
only promote strength of frame, it would also, to a considerable
extent, remove disease in constitutions inherited from forefathers
for generations. They should also be taught how to magnetise
one another; and how to acquire habits of cleanliness by the
application of pure water to the body, for without a proper and
harmonious development of the physical shrine, it stands in the
way-it is but a clog in the path of the Spirit, which will never be
right until it is thrown off; even then man feels the evil effects
arising from his existence in an impure, inharmonious dwelling
place.
Children ought likewise to be taught something of engineering
and farming; that is to say, how to drain lands-how to take off
those stagnant waters that poison the atmosphere, and which
inflict untold suffering on humanity. By the adoption of a proper
system, you would not only have an increase of food, but much
of the disease that has prevailed for ages, caused by these poisonous vapours, would be overcome. When the long-expected Golden
Age comes round, men will care for these things. Then will prevail peace and plenty. But; remember, there will then be no idleness; it will be an age of industry, when man's careful attention
to his lands will be rewarded by abundant crops ; and notwith·
standing his toilsome, laborious work, he will be happy, for he
will receive the blessing of communion with the departed, who
will comfort and strengthen him for his daily labour.

[Bt1udictio11.]
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~irt~::sirtiJ

~itting.

Qrlulu11u: The Promise of Jesus-"Lo, I am with you"-Who was the

"Comforter"-The Present Spiritual Movement designed by IesusHafed on the Laws of Moses-What is the "Day of Judgment "-Destruction of the World-Description of the Spirit " White Star."

I PERCEIVE you have a number of questions. I am ready to
answer them.
J'esus promised to lu"s discipl~s Oil on~ occasWil to b~ with lhnn
" always, evm to lh~ md of the world." Ill 1ohat sms~ ar~ we
to undtrstand this promisd
In this sense : If men on Earth are the true followers of Jesus
of Nazareth (he whom I know as the Prince of Heaven and Earth),
he will be with them in spirit, and they will know, if they are
spiritually like their Master, that he is with them. If you are
one of his followers your spirit has taken on the impressions
made by him; in that sense he may be said to be with you. But,
besides, he is often amongst his disciples on Earth in person,
in the midst of them, ready to grant an answer to their requests ;
for he has power to bestow all needed blessings on his followers.
If men follow stedfastly in the steps of Jesus they will live according to the will of God, the Great Spirit
But/here may be thousands of m~dings of his followers a/ the
sam~ tim~.
Can he be presmt at a// 1
Personally, he cannot Seated on his throne, he may yet be
with them, as I have said, in spirit or thought. And then he has
his ministering angels, fully representing him, and having authority
to bestow gifts on those who ask; for they, to use a modem term,
can telegraph to him the desires of his people's hearts, and in a
moment become the medium of an immediate answer. You
have no conception of the rapidity of spirit-flight through space.
I could be personally far removed from this Medium, and yet be
able, quick as thought, to impress him ; but this power I seldom
or ever exercise. I would rather be beside him, to guide him
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whiie in his present condition ; for, were it otherwise, much of that
which I am able to give through him would be lost It is altogether
different with the Lord our Prince ; he stands on a different footing. When on Earth, his body was purer, of a better material,
and never so gross as the bodies of other men ; as a consequence
his spirit was not so much injured in its contact with the body of
dust-the clay tabernacle; and still possessing this superiority
of spirit-power, he is able to communicate with those who are
in harmony with him in a way far, far surpassing anything we
can do.
Anollur promise of 'Jesus to his twelve disciples, before leaving
them, was thi's: " I will not leave you comfortless. I will
smd the Comforter u11lo you, who will bring all things to
your remembrance.'' Did he ~Nan one distinct from his own
Spin"/, or 'lUna/ was he referring to 1
That Spirit with which he was filled while in the bodily form,
he could dispense with when he went to his Heavenly Kiagdom
(for he is King of the Heavens as well as of Earth), and he sent
him forth to guide and comfort the disciples he had left behind.
It was the same Spirit by whom the mighty works were done
which accompanied the declaration of the truth by the disciples
of Jesus; and that Spirit is still working. And at the same
time he also sent out other good and holy Spirits to his poor, persecuted, and suffering followers, to comfort, to aid and guide them
amid all their troubles-to impress on them those truths which he
himself had taught when present in the body. I know that I was
often upheld by Spirit influence in many of the troubles and trials
I passed through.
But was that Spirit, which you say 'Jesus smt forth, the Holy
Spirit who, according to the prtvailing lhtO/Qgy, was equal
with lht One Great and Infinite Spin"/ 1
Oh, no, no I He was one of those High and Holy Ones near
unto the Highest. He it was by whom Jesus of Nazareth was
filled without measure. It would be the same were I to possess
my Medium ; but far be it from me to make any comparison ; for
this Great and Holy Spirit that was with him on Earth is infinitely
beyond us. He is not of Earth. He never had a human body;
but is such as the Prince himself was before he took on himself a
human body.
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Wllm you mild with 7 crus, lite Prince, does st«lz mgag&me~zls as
ours ever form lite su/Jjtd of eonVtrsation !
Yes, often. He does not forget you. This movement in which
you are engaged is one of the great plans or schemes he has laid
down for the redemption of the world, so that his teachings may
have freer course-may take root and flourish in the hearts of men.
Often-ah, how often I has he seen them trodden under foot !
How often has he made men to stand up boldly in defence of his
truth, and beheld them fall short ! But the day of revolution
comes on-the day when his doctrines, now encrusted with
men's theological fancies, will be cast into the crucible-will pass
through the fire; when the dross shall be cast away, and the
golden truth shall remain pure as it came from his lips. In that
day you shall see men standing up and saying, " This is what we
need!" and all men will perceive the truth and embrace it. Then,
living in harmony with Jesus, they will be in harmony with God.
Then~·'ill come again the golden age, when the Spirits will go
forth in power, blending with the Spirits of men, and Earth become a very Heaven of happiness and peace. Death itself will be
destroyed ; for man, when he leaves the body, will hardly know
the difference between life on Earth and life in the Spirit World.
Are the Tm Commandments, as given in the Books of Moses, of
.Divz"ne qrigz"n 1
I know little about the laws promulgated by the great Hebrew
lawgiver. I would look on some of them as proceeding from the
inspiration of good and true Spirits through the mediumship of
Moses ; but there are others which, in my opinion, are but manmade. We had laws in Persia (indeed, every nation had), professing to come from the Great Source; but I looked on them only as
dictated by holy and good Spirits to the lawgivers-given to them
and received by them as divine. Notice this, however, that, even
though the work of holy Spirits, the Medium through which they
communicated might have been unable to do justice to the truths
sought to be imparted ; and again, such Spirits, notwithstanding
their good character, might have been wrong. If I thought that it
was proper for me to tell you something which I believed to be right,
something worth your acceptance, I would certainly do it, and yet
it might tum out to be wrong. Moses was evidently well acquainted with the hieroglyphic records of Egypt, and should have
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known that these place Creation much further back than the time
given in his account. There was something inconsistent in his
character ; for, besides this, notice how he himself trampled on
one of the best of his laws-that which forbade the killing of a
human being-by commanding the slaughter of the very people
he was appointed to govern and protect. But it is not for me to
criticise: faults may be found in the characters and lives of all good
men in all nations.
A bdi¢ prevails among all Christian (Ommunili'ts, foumkd on a
staltmml of Jtsus, that thtrt is to bt a grtal Day of 7utigmml, whhz tht Souls of all thai evtr livtd musl apptar btjon
yuus, somt for (Ondtmnalion lo a 11tvtr-mding putzishmml,
and somt for approval, and lht mjoymml of evtrlasling happinus: Will y(lU ltll us what y(lU /mow (Onttrnin{ /his inltrtsting subj'td l
I know very little about the sayings ascribed to Jesus, my Prince,
during his ministry in Judea. Of one thing I am certain, and of
which you also may be sure, that being an Eastern and surrounded
by Easterns, he would frequently use figurative language to convey
the truths which he desired to impart to his hearers. It may
appear strange to you, but figurative language was easily understood by us. Indeed, an Eastern can express his ideas much
better by the use of figures than without them. True, Jesus, the
Lord of Heaven and Earth, is the Great Judge. But the judgment-day is the day of death, when, as a Spirit, you appear as it
were before Him, from whom there is no hiding ; for all is laid
bare on entering the Spirit World. According as your life has
been in the body, so is the judgment-so is your place in the
great world of Spirits. If adjudged to the lowest, the most desolate and hopeless hell, it is still possible for the wretched Spirit to
rise out of his misery. He is not forsaken, however much, in his
despair, he may think so. The discipline under which he is placed
will, in due time, raise him from his low condition to a better state.
There are some things appertaining to Earth with which I have
but recently become acquainted; indeed, I am picking up many
things from our friend (the Medium] connected with the life and
teachings of Jesus during his three years' work-things of which I
had no knowledge. When I inquire of him in regard to such
matters, he gives me the information in the way he has learned
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it ; and then, communicating with Paul or Peter, I find that they
throw quite a different light on the subject It may appear strange
to you that I should be so situated ; but I am perplexed with the
information I get through my Medium in regard to the doctrines
taught by the followers of Jesus at the present time; and vexed
in spirit when I see his teachings so grossly perverted. There is
a passage which the Medium has brought under my notice regarding another saying of Jesus-that some of those standing by him
should not see death till he should come again, and that his
coming would be at the destruction of the world Referring this
point to Paul, he said it was true spiritually, but not literally. The
statement referred to the great outpouring of the Spirit at Pentecost, when there was an upheaving of long-cherished ideas-a
moral convulsion-but not to the destruction of Earth and all its
works. No; that would throw the whole planetary system into
confusion ; nay, more, it would destroy it And for what end?
To wipe out of mortal existence the inhabitants of Earth, which,
contrasted with its sister worlds, is but as a pea to a large pebble;
to throw the whole of these glorious worlds into unutterable confusion-dashing them to pieces, in order that this small globe may
be put out of existence I No, no, no-it cannot be. .
You madt somt riftrmct rtcmlly lo a11 ana"ttll Rt.d Indian,
calltd " Whitt Star," u•ho u•as trying to communicalt through
mt: Can you givt mt any acC1Ju11t of him 1
I have already done so, and that not very long ago, as you will
remember. Unlike other Indians, he is well instructed, and
knows how to teach. He is deeply versed in the sciences of the
olden time; for, while on Earth, he was not like the rest of the
Red Men, a great lover of the chase, but cultivated his fields, and
studied architecture, teaching his countrymen how to build. He
is not dressed like the others. His dress would appear strange to
you. He wears on his head a white feather, and is clothed in
the finest silks; and still farther adorned with gold and silver and
precious stones, the dress of the Sacred Order with which he was
connected
We will now close. May the blessing of the Highest rest upon
you. Good-night.
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i3itti ng.
6th March, r8JJ.

Questwns: The Solar System-The Great Central Sun-No " Immediate
Glory"-The Holy Ones-Nothing! What is Nothingf- The Lower Ani·
mals in Spirit-life-Missions to Other Worlds-The Grand Centre-Height
of the Atmosphere-Is the Sun a Body of Fire ?-Mercury-Spirit Ab·
sorption of Material Food-Speaking in Persian-Musical Instruments in
the Spirit-World-Dark Circles.

I

AM

now ready to answer your questions.

Can you tell us anylhzi~g about lite conslilulion
a material body simi/arlo our Earth 1

of the Sun-Is it

It is similar in constitution, and governed by the laws which
regulate your world. The Earth and other planets with their
satellites revolve round the Sun ; the Sun again revolves round
another great body and its satellites, and so on : suns and systems,
all under the same great controlling law, which keeps all in beautiful order, revolve round the Grand Centre, the dwelling-place of
the Great and Mighty Spirit. He is the Source of Light, which
is reflected from sun to sun, and from world to world, over all
systems that float in the boundless ocean of space.
That Great Cmlra/ Su11 must surely be an immense body·'

Yes; and I find it a difficult thing to convey to you the idea of
its size. Let us see. Suppose you were to take the smallest grain
of sand and drop it on your Sun, the contrast would be great
indeed ; but were that Sun to be dropt on the Grand Centre, it
would be but as a grain of sand-ali would be swallowed up within
its vast embrace.
DtJes any one of Earth go immediately a/ death into lite Heavenly
sphere.1

When I speak of Heaven, I refer to the place and condition in
which I now exist. If that is what you mean, then I say Yes to
your question. But if you refer to the Holy of Holies, the Central
Sun, the dwelling-place of the Most High, spoken of in the Hebrew
writings, then I would say No. No one of mortal birth can enter
therein, till he is purged from every taint of earthliness ; not
even the Spirit of the child whose breath was stopped at birth, can
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enter immediately into the glorious place ; for that innocent has,
by its mortal birth, inherited certain earthly tendencies, and these,
by a long course of education, must be rooted out, and the strength
and virtue which are gained by a life of trials on Earth must be
acquired here by a slower process. Trials experienced in the
body are much more advantageous in the education of man than
the discipline of Spirit-life. The longer man lives on Earth the
better; and if he has improved the opportunities of his long life
wisely and well, he is blessed indeed
Hav~ all Spirits pasud 1/zrouglz lk Mortal body 'I
No; there are some-angels, if you choose to call them sowho are the Messengers from the Great and Mighty One to us :
these Holy Ones have never been joined to the mortal body,
though all are in the human form, even the highest and mightiest
in creation-man is but modelled from them. Moses, in his
account of man's creation, uses the following language:-" Let
us make man in our own image ;" implying that the Creator,
the High and Mighty God, consulted with these Holy Ones in
regard to the work of man's creation.
Was llztr~ ~tr a lime wlzm llttr~ was no outward manifestation
of God-u•lzm nollti'ng exi'slfd bul God!
I do not know ; but I may give you my opinion. I believe that
the Great Father of All never existed alone : that wherever He is
there you will find the manifestation of His power, His wisdom,
and His goodness in material existences. I do not see well how
it could be otherwise. Nothing I What is nothing? If nothing
but God existed at any time, then He was everything. The thin
air you breathe, that is something material The various gases
are but the Spirits of solid Matter; they may be dispersed by the
winds, but they are never lost; they again become matter, lying,
as it were, in a dormant state, but they are not lost, for you have
but to apply the proper means, and back to their Spirit-life they
go ; and so is it throughout the boundless expanse of the universe.
.Do liz~ lowtr a11ima/s !Xis/ in Spi'ril!
They do. Wherever there is life there is Spirit, and Spirit never
dies. The smallest speck, unseen by the naked eye, having life,
is precious to the Great Creator : with or without brain or nerve,
it is all the same. Take a microscope. Examine one of these
tiny animals, and you will find in it the first and simplest develop-
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ments of organic life ; then go upwards in the scale of animal
creation, and step by step, as you ascend in your examination,
you will see a uniform progress in development, till, coming to
man, you find combined in him all that you have seen in the
animals below him. You will see a part of man in the beaver who
builds a house, and in the little mole who tunnels for himself a
road beneath the pathway on which you walk. These features,
and a thousand more, you will find in man. There is nothing in
him which you will not find in the creation around him -he is a
world in himself.
Is it possible for you lo 1'tsil atry of lite tuorlds outside our planetary system .1
Is it possible for me to visit any of the worlds outside our system? Well, we are certainly not bound to this; though, as with
you on Earth, we commonly look to the family here. We never
leave this except when sent by our Great Prince on embassies to
another High Prince of other worlds beyond. So great is the
distance of some of these worlds, you might travel thousands of
years before you would reach their battlements. It is now about
2000 years since I came here, and had I started then on such a
mission, ten times 2000 years might be expended, and still I would
be unable to reach the boundaries of creation. It is strange how
short, apparently, is the space between the Great Central Sun and
us. Indeed, should we fly out towards some distant planet, away,
as it were, from the centre, we find, on reaching our destination,
that there is no perceptible difference-we seem to be as near to
it as ever; so that each of the systems appears to be as near to the
Great Central Sun as another, although in reality some do, at
times, get nearer than others. The inhabitants of the various
planets differ somewhat, physically and intellectually. Some are
mere babes when you are full grown men.
What is 1/u alent of the atmosphere from the suiface of the
Earth 1
I know that, when I come on the Earth plane, the atmosphere
affects me. But, speaking from my earthly experiences, I would
say that, at a distance of five miles from ·the surface, man could
hardly live, and higher and in a rarer atmosphere he could not
live ; at twelve miles from the Earth you would hardly find an
atmosphere.
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Is it lmt, what some philosophtrs have asurld, that the Sun is a
body of.jire 1

It is absurd to say so. The heat which you get from the Sun does
not come from a body of fire, but arises from the position which
the Earth occupies in relation to the Sun. You do not get heat
from the Moon, and yet you have light therefrom. The Earth
absorbs the heat produced by the Sun's rays, and not only absorbs,
but, according to the season of the year, throws off the heat
Take a crystal, and place it at a certain focus, and you absorb the
heat; but put it out of focus, and you lose the heat The nearer
you approach the Sun, you have the less heat According to the
position of the Earth and other bodies in relation to the Sun, so is
the heat.
How is it with Mercury 1
unbearable.

Thtre, i'l is said, the /zeal musl be

He is smaller, and the heat is just according to the focus of
rays. Do you suppose God made these worlds merely to please
His fancy, unfit for life? No, no; every one of them has its
inhabitants, and these are, in general, purer and better than those
of Earth.
Have you spiritual food with which you are sus/azitd 1
Yes. Yet we could eat your foo~ and drink your water; but
before we could absorb them they would require to be spiritualised.
Is it possible for you to use the vocal organs of /he Medium, and
speak in your ow11 language .1

It is possible; and I might do so, but for my promise to Ruisdal
not to do it Indeed, at times I have some difficulty, when the
Medium is in an excited state, in restraining myself. Ruisdal
having made that arrangement, and I having promised not to use
him in that way, my promise is as sacred as a decree of the Medes
and Persians-aye, sacred as the homage I owe to the Great and
Mighty Spirit A promise may be broken only when the keeping
of it may lead to evil.
Mr. K-Art the musical inslrummls tn lht Spirit World similar
to those 1vhich we have 011 Earth 1

In my description of the Great Temple, I alluded to the seats
therein, which produced music of the most ravishing character.
We have also all the instruments which you have, and all are much
finer and more powerful than yours; and had you ears to hear,
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you would be delighted, entranced by the flood of sweet and
beautiful hannonies that flow over our atmosphere. The very
trees, in their swinging to and fro, send forth music; our rivers
and streamlets make music as they run over their pebbly beds ;
while the birds lift up their tuneful voices in a concert of grateful
praise to their great Creator. If possible, you may yet be privileged to hear some of those sweet heavenly sounds, as a foretaste
of that which awaits you here. (Here the Medium appeared to
experience a change in the control, and, addressing Mr. K--,
told him he would, in a dream or vision, illustrate what had just
been said.]
Was if H-- K-- who cotllro!led just tiO'W?
Yes; and he says he will show his father the beauties of this
land.
What is your opimon in regard to dark circles, opm to all comers?
I have no great love for dark circles. There are some friends
who like them, and think that good may be attained by such
meetings. No doubt where all who choose to come are admitted,
there may be some who, coming to mock, are caught ; but
this would not make up for the damage done to Mediums such
as this one. Could the evil ones be kept back, no damage would
take place; but from the miscellaneous and consequently inharmonious nature of the assembled mortals, the good Spirits are
overpowered, and the evil triumph. Then follows disturbance,
and malicious Spirits influence susceptible mortals to deeds of
mischief and deception. We were overpowered at one of the
meetings you refer to, notwithstanding the presence of our good
friends the Indians. There are certain Mediums (and our Medium
is one of them) who must not be present at such meetings ; if
they do attend they will soon be destroyed.
Did you, whm on EarlIt, ever sit in dark drdu .r.
No; we permitted only the initiated to enter into the Sacred
Grove, which, though dark, was quickly lighted up by the sacred
fire from the altar, around which we reverently sat or knelt.
May the blessing of the Great and Mighty Spirit rest upon you,
and may the Great Prince send forth his messengers of truth to
lead you, guiding your steps in the paths of love and holiness.
Good-night.
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Qwstions: On Spirit Flight-The extent of Creation-The Person .of GodHis Omnipresence-The Grand Central Sun-The Cbrists-A Hebrew
Myth-The Atonement-Moral Condition of the Other Worlds-Destruc·
tion of Worlds-On the Creation of Worlds-Payment of Mediums.

I

AM

now ready to answer your questions.

Yuu said thai yuu might spmd 2o,ooo years i11 jliglzi1U1llards lilt
boundaries uf Creation, and be unable lu rtach lhtm-Is iJ lilt
same with lilt Great Ones, 1/u Musmgers uf the Must High 1

No; though the same in form, they are far superior to us in
power, never having been in connection with the material body.
I have some difficulty in getting you to comprehend this, there
being nothing in all creation to which I may liken the quickness
of their flight. It is quicker than thought, if you can conceive of
such. The difference is very great between their flight and ours,
quick as that is. No gross material form has left its heavy impress
upon these Holy Ones; but, coming direct from the creative hand
of the Great Maker, they are pure. No doubt we are the offspring
of the same Great Father, but we come in a different way. Tht:se
Holy Ones are not only pure, sinless, but as God himself, making
the lightnings of Heaven their chariots.
Ca11 there be bounds lu Creation .'

I cannot tell, and as I have said before, though we should live
throughout eternity, we shall never be able to find out the extent
of God's works.
Am I right in cumludi11g,jrum aU yuultave bem saying lu us, /hal
we call never form any id~ uf t!te Person uf I he Must High,
and thai lite only Gud that can be personally manifested lu us
is lilt A11uinted One- J'tsus flu Pri11ce 1

He is the only representation which mankind in the body can
have of God. But I am more and more inclined to believe that
the Great and Mighty Spirit, the Master of all worlds, the Father
of us all, is in the likeness of man. The intelligent beings of every
world are similar in shape and form, and therefore I conclude tha

Digitized by

Coogle

SPIRIT-LIFE-SIXTY-EIGHTH SITTING.

341

the Great Father, in bringing forth his children, formed them in
his own likeness,-that, in sending His Son into the world, he sent
him in his own image.
.But dots nol your answtr imply !hal the form or person of God
must be somtlhing material 1
He must be something ; whatever the form it must be composed
of certain elements.
If, lhm, God is (onfined to form, !tow can He be evtrywhtreprumll
It is by His wisdom, love, and power, that all worlds in the
great expanse are upheld. The influences flowing from him extend to all things in all worlds ; but He may not, in person, be
everywhere present. Let me illustrate this. When we desire to
act upon our Medium without removing in person from our sphere,
we send forth our influence to bear upon him, and we find him in
a suitable condition when we do come. This we sometimes do
under certain circumstances.
Ca11 the Gra11d Cmlral Sun be um from our Earth 1 I have
heard it staled I hal one of lite dusttr, (al/ed the "Seven Stars,"
is lhal great (tlllral body.
No; it is not visible. It is f~r beyond that cluster of stars.
Some of these are vast systems, round which your system, with
all its mighty worlds, revolves ; the Sun and its attendants are but
as satellites to these, and they in tum revolve round others, and on
and on in order and harmony amazing. The nearest you can
come to the Grand Centre is when you cross the luminous belt
called the "Milky Way."
.Do the Great Rulers of the olhtr worlds-those whom you reftr to
as the "A1winled Ones," and as being lilu J'esus the Prill(~
ever visit your sphere?
0 yes; and they are like him. But high and holy, beyond all
description, though they be, Jesus the Prince stands higher, and is
greater than they. And why? Because he has trod the Earth in
a material body, and has thus been subjected to trials which they
have never experienced-thereby accomplishing more than any
other. In the eyes of these Holy Ones he is nearer to the Great
Father than any one, and is so held in the estimation of all his
subjects.
.Do you huw of any Spirit Sphere 1uilhin the bowels of our
Earth, n«h as was held by lite a1zdml Hebrews 1
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No, no. The Earth, internally, is a molten mass of matter.
When the Earth becomes cool and solid, then will the great change
take place. A new creation will be formed on its surface. I may
be wrong; but I have the idea that it cannot be otherwise. Your
men of science may have attained to a greater knowledge on this subject than I had when a dweller on the Earth: but I bestowed much
attention to the study of the rocks, and I found that, wherever
there was pressure, there must be heat. In my day it was dangerous to say that the Earth was a round ball; but I believed it to be
so, and calculated that there was a pressure over all towards the
centre, and therefore that centre must be a molten mass.
I11 tlu writings of om of the Apostlu it is said-" The blood of
Yesus Christ deanseth tiS from all sin." What is your
opimon on this subja:/1
I think I have already given you my opinion on the subject.
But I again say-His death had nothing to do with the taking
away of the sins of men. In a certain sense, however, he may be
said to have died for us, when he shed his blood in vindication of
the principles he inculcated-those truths that he endeavoured to
implant within man-truths fitted, when embraced, to uplift him
from sin and its sufferings to holiness and happiness. But his
death is of no avail otherwise. He who commits sin must suffer
for sin. I cannot suffer, or be judged, for your transgression.Yes, he became a martyr for the truths he taught; and, guided in
life by those truths, you are saved from sin and its consequences.
Follow closely in his footsteps, and you will triumph over all the
evils that beset you.
Do you know of atzy other material world, the inhabitants of
which are in the same conditt'otz morally as those of the Earth .t
No; they seem ne~·er to have risen in pride against the laws of
the Creator.
On one occasion you spolu of a material 1vor/d that /tad btm
destroyed because of the widudmss of the tizhabitanls..
Yes, I did. I had no knowledge of it from my own experience,
but I have heard it referred to by others in the Great Temple.
In that case there was no Deliverer. That world was totally
destroyed, but not the spirits of its inhabitants. Their bodies
were swept away, but they themselves have long since been raised
to holiness and glory. I have known of worlds-what you would
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call worlds-that have been broken up; but these were worlds in
process of fonnation-I mean comets. These, as I have already
said, are composed, in their first condition, of gases, and these
gases, getting on fire, the vast mass rushes off in its course, blazing
through space, and at length, after millions of years, it begins to
cool on its external surface ; a crust is formed, and the nearest
system of planets draws the new world within the circle of its
influence, when it moves on in regular procession. But there are
times when two such bodies, in process of formation, come into
collision in their erratic course, and are broken up into smaller
bodies. Though broken, they are not lost : the fragments fly off
in a dozen different ways-the smaller attracted towards other
worlds, while the larger go on fonning new worlds.
Are those High and Holy Ones, 1uho are the .Rulers of systems of
worlds, the Creators of worlds .1
I do not know. But it seems to me that all creation is but the
effect of laws laid down by the Great Spirit. Creation is ever
going on.
It i's said in one of the Gospds, referring to Him who i's there
cal/td "the Word"-" All thinfs were madt by him, and
without him was no/ anything made."
Moses, in his account of creation, says-" Let us make man in
our own image." Who are the us who were thus called to take
part in creation? I believe it refers to our Prince and the others.
The Great and Mighty Spirit, as it were, called them into His
counsels in the great work ; though, so far as Moses was concerned, he gives merely what tradition had imparted to him-not
revelation.
What is your opinion as to the payment of Mediums 1
There is an Eastern saying which will give you my opinion on
this subject. It is this:-" Do not muzzle the ox that treadeth
out the corn." But where gain is to be made, there is danger
that the practice may lead to necromancy, or the black art, practised by ancient magicians, who called on evil Spirits to assist
them in their work.
I must now leave. May God our Father bless you all, leading
you into the paths of truth ! Good night.
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~irt~::nintb ~itting.
27th Apn1, I87J•
Questiom : On Spirit Spheres-Spirits instructed in Material things-On Children in the Spirit World-Spirit-dwellings-Paul's "Thorn in the Flesh"
-Horses and Camels in the East-Number of Xerxes' Persian HostMeasurement of Time in Persia-Musical Instruments, Paintings, and
Steam Power in the East-A Heathen Maxim-Law-makers in Persia
--Occupations-Size of Persian Ships-Ancient Geography- The Great
Pyramid built by Melchisedek-Egypt and Abyssinia-On Spirit Personation-Physicians in Ancient Persia-Hafed on "Mary the Mother
of God."

You must continue to put questions.
A frimd is very desirous to have your opinion as to lite place or
position of the Spirit splteres in relation to the Earth. Can
you give me anything definite to satisfy him'!
I think you refer to one who got an answer from me at a recent
sitting concerning this question. Each planet of our solar system
has its own Spirit spheres-the lowest of these being, in general,
nearest, in moral condition, to the planet. The nearest sphere to
the Earth is the Second ; the First is not quite so near.
If instruction in malerialthlizgs in Spiri'l-life is imparted to those
tuho have had no experimce of Earth-life (such as infants},
h01u are they made acquai11ttd with earthly things, suing tltey
(the injatzts) art i11 a spiritual conditio11 ?
The Spirits who have left the body in infancy or childhood are
attracted to the consideration of material things ;-Earth has its
attractions for them having been born with human bodies, as well
as for those who have lived for years in the Earth-body. These
Spirits return, with their appointed teachers, to the Earth, in order
that they may receive lessons from material objects. But why
should I speak of matter: spiritual bodies, though indiscernible
by you, are just as truly matter as earthly bodies-only you have
not the power to perceive anything but the crudest condition of
matter. Spirits see matter in its true form before it becomes
crude. We can, as you are well aware, extract certain particles
from the atmosphere and bring them into contact with your sense
of smelling. Had you an eye adapted for observing smaller
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objects, you could easily view these minute particles as they float
through the air.
In tlu instruction of dzi/drm in tlu Spirit world, do any of tlum
imbibe roil ideas 1ulureby they might bt led into sill, and so
fall i'nto a lowtr sphtrt or. condition !
No; they know nothing of Earth's evils. When they come
here they are placed under the guardianship of teachers whose
instructions never fail in leading the Spirits under their care to
the love of wisdom and goodness. But, when these come to
mature Spirit-life-to manhood, so to speak, they look down upon
the Earth, and have often much cause to grieve when they perceive the prevailing evils of mankind.
Have your Spirit-dwtlli1tgs various apartmmts, sueh as silting,
studying, and slttping ·rooms ; and art your housts dusltrtd
as i11 our alits, or ddachtti one from anotlur!
Well, our houses or homes are just in accordance with our
varied national tastes and ideas of what we consider best. We
have our various apartments, and amongst these I may say our
sleeping apartments ; for though we do not require what you call
sleep, yet we find it necessary that our bodies should rest We
have also places for study in whatever department of philosophy
or of science. Indeed everything in and about our dwellings
ministers to the exalted tastes and high aspirations of the
advanced Spirit. If an admirer of natural beauty, here he has it
in all its manifold features. If devoted to the arts and sciences,
he lacks nothing wherewithal to forward him in his search. There
are always at hand those who delight to urge on and assist their
brethren in the pursuit of truth. We vie one with another in our
studies and investigations ; but there are no wranglings-no
unseemly disputations here.
Paul, in 011e of his Epistlts, sPttzks of whallu caUs "A thorn in
the flesh," and tht phrase has kd to much gzussing and discussi'on. Ha11t you any idta of what lu meant by tlu
exprttsion 1
I know well what he means by the "thorn in the flesh."
Though not a tall man he was what you might call a strong man,
without any symptom of bodily deformity or weakness. But, as
I have heard him say, it was his former course of bitter and vindictive opposition to Jesus, to the truth, that formed the thorn in
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his flesh; for amid all his labours and triumphs as an apostle, his
former attitude to the cause he loved so much was· ever coming
up before his mind as a matter for bitter regret.
Some imagine tk "thorn," to ha11e bun a weakiUSs in the eyes,
because he speaks o.f employing a frimd to write for him.
Paul had anything but weak eyes. It was all the other way.
His eyes were strong and piercing-eagle-like in their glance.
And you need not wonder at such as Paul employing another to
write for him ; for besides his continual labours in speaking-and
he was a very eloquent public speaker-he was constantly sending letters of advice to his converts in various places, and as many
of these were dictated under inspiration, it became necessary to
employ one who could take down the words quickly as they were
uttered.
In Caravans in tk East, i'n your day, did you ever observe the
attitude which tk horse manifested towards tk camel-did
they agree wei/together 1
No; they did not agree well, except when the two were brought
up together. In travelling across the Desert we did not generally
employ horses. Our Persian horses were not adapted for crossing
the Desert. The wandering tribes of the Desert employed both
animals; the hoofs of their horses being unshod, they, in course
of time, became flat, and so were better fitted for the march over
the sandy wastes.
Do you think the statemmt correct, wltm it is said by historians, that the invading army o.f Xerxes amounted lo fil•c
millions 1
[Hesitatz011.] I do not know what you mean when you speak of
millions.
I mean by otze million 1m hundred thousand.
Well, 1 cannot say what the number was, but I know that it was
a vast multitude; for you must consider that it was not Persians
alone that composed the army : the numQ.er was augmented by
the troops of many nations, who, being tributary to Persia, were
compelled by the great king to send each one its army on the
occasion.
Would Xerxes be able to give you itiformation on that point?
I do not think he could tell the exact number.
Wlltn you wert on Earth how did you measure time! ·

Digitized

byGoogle

SPIRIT-LIFE-SIXTY-NINTH SITTING.

347

By the sun generally : I mean, by sun-dials. We also used the
sand-glass for the same purpose.
What sur/ tJj musical instruments were ;, use ;, IM East in yuur
dayl
We had what you call a drum, low and narrow, and beaten on
one end; then there was a pipe with holes, blown upon by the
mouth [Medium htsitates]-the flute; we had silver horns, having
a great many twists, with an open mouth ; several stringed instruments, some made of metal, which were struck with soft hammers;
and we had also bells of varied tones and strength, set in frames.
Wert lhtrt drawi11gs and painli11gs in /lust days l
Yes; how else could we have designed our buildings? Painting
in colours was practised both in Persia and Egypt. The Egyptians
certainly made attempts at likenesses.
Had yuu anylhittg like thai which we ltrm sleam-puwer 1
We knew of the power of steam, but it was not brought into
use. Alexander the Great made some discoveries in that power.
We had various powers in use, such as the water-wheel
Wert these disCQVenes made by Alexander himsdj, ur by persuns
living i11 his day and patruniud by him 1
They were made by himself.
I have just read i'11 a buuk lhatlht anciml Persian and E!JY}Ii'an
as/rtJnumers were in IM habit tJj saying-" Be still, Gud udh
nul, and Ht cardh nul for these things "-referring /u the
uppressions tJj the puur and Mlpless. Is there any gruu!ldfur
such a charge 1
There is ; but it can have no reference to the Magi. It applied
to those who lived long before my day, and even to some of a
later time, for notwithstanding all the labours of the great reformer
Zoroaster, by which he sought to uproot the old idolatrous systems, there was still a remnant left.
Whu were IM law-makers and judges i11 Persia in yfJUr day 1
Our laws had stood from the time of Zoroaster, and some of
them from a remoter period. When there was any business of
importance to be transacted, the Princes of the land and the Chief
of the Magi were summoned to attend court. The Records were
examined carefully for the law or laws bearing on the subject laid
before us, and according to the laws or decrees, so was the judgment of the monarch and his counsellers. On occasions when
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the king deemed it necessary to levy taxes, he had nothing to do
but, on the strength of an old law, issue a decree, signed and
sealed, which all were expected to obey. Again, in the case of
rebellion on the part of a noble or chief, against" the government,
the same course was pursued by the king. There was no new
decree issued, except when done by a tyrant, who in doing so
violated the laws. But generally we assembled once-a-year;
and this gathering of the Council of the Chiefs was eagerly looked
forward to by the people. · The king :m these occasions bestowed
rich and costly gifts on the nobles assembled, and the pomp and
grandeur displayed attracted the attention of every beholder. In
my day, the Romans, who were gradually acquiring influence and
power in Persia, tried to enforce some of their laws.
Will you mmti(m a jnJJ oftht trades or o«upations txisting aiii(Jngst
the Persians in your day 1

We had our sculptors, for the fine work on our public buildings;
we had our dyers ; our workers of silk, wool, and fine linen ; those
who worked in gold-in the production of articles of great value,
such as ear-rings, finger-rings, massive bracelets and anklets, which
were beautifully carved and otherwise worked on; then we had
our jewellers for the production of dress ornaments, and the cutting
and setting of precious stones; we had builders, carpenters, smiths,
armour makers, and workers in brass and steel and all sorts of
metals. We had our husbandmen, cultivators of the mulberry
tree, tillers of the soil for the production of com, vine-dressers ;
in fact nearly every occupation you could mention. Even your
own trade was, to some extent, carried on. In State documents,
in which the King's name, date of birth, ascension to the throne,
and other particulars had to appear, the King seldom used the
pen ; but in place thereof, a roller of ·beaten gold, on tho surface
of which his name, dates, &c., were engraved, was covered with
ink, and an impression made on the document. There were
also signatures made in the same manner, the imeressions being
taken from engraved stones set in rings.
.Did sons follow the occupati(ms of their fathers in Persia 1
In some cases they did ; but in the most of cases the Magi, to
whom the care and education of youth were entrusted, selected
businesses adapted to the varied capacities of their scholars.
.Did the Persians build ships of large siu 1
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They were made, many of them, to carry about five hundred
rnen. Some of them had three tiers of rowers. We used sails
also, steering by the helm, and made pretty long voyages.
Had you ('[In' any idea of the existence of unknown lands, .ru&h as
the Amuican Conlinm/1

No; although the idea frequently arose in my mind that Africa
extended to a very great distance, and embraced lands unknown
to us, far beyond our conception. I was, however, aware that
beyond the Mediterranean Sea there was a great ocean, on which
the Tyrians had sailed, and visited your islands of the North. I
myself had sailed on the Indian Seas. Such subjects were often
discussed by us. There were some who held on to the idea that
the Earth was a flat surface. But I knew that such could not be,
that the Earth must be globular like the other planetary bodies.
For what purpou, in your opinion, was the Great Pyramid
erecled1

The Great Pyramid was said to have been built by Melchisedek,
who afterwards built Salem, which became the great city of the
Hebrews. Some of the Egyptian Pyramids were used as tombs,
and in some cases as temples for worship. The Great Pyramid
was not only used as a temple, but as a place for taking observations of the heavenly bodies. In position it stood east, west, north
and south. In one of the rooms they held stances, as you term them.
Were the Egyptians a happy, prosperous 11alion 1

Yes ; that is the Egyptians themselves. But there were many
slaves amongst them ; still, even they were somewhat happy notwithstanding their enforced servitude.
Were you acquainted with lite country we call Abyssinia 1

Yes ; it was situated on the high lands. I have travelled there,
but not a· great distance from the borders of Upper Egypt.
Do you think il likely thai a Spirit who had mamfesled through
one Medium, should afterwards, whz1e communicating through
another Medium, be uncotzscious of doi11g so 1
No; there is no likelihood of any such thing as that occurring.

We do not easily forget what we do on such occasions. There
are Spirits who can speak through any Medium. But, so far as
we are concerned, we have never left this Medium to use any
other. Our friend, Steen, complains of being personated at
another circle, and seems to like it ill. He has just enough to do
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to restrain our Indian friends from correcting the members of the
circle, both those in the body and out of it. The Medium feels
keenly on the subject, but we do not allow him to say anything in
his normal condition.
Did the Persians employ physia"ans, as we do, for the cure of
disease1
Yes; that was part of our work as Magi. We were the instructors of the nation, and, as such, failed not to give lessons on
healing the sick.
Have you any kn()fUitdge of the life of Mary, the motlur of '7aus,
after the crucifixion .t
No; I have none. I came little into contact with the immediate followers of the Prince.
Tlure are a large number of Christians who pray to Mary as the
" Mother of God." What is your opinion o11that matter 1
The Mother of God ! They may be what you call Christians,
but certainly they are not the followers of the Prince. Mary was,
indeed, a blessed woman, but she could never be the Mother of
God.
May He bless you and keep you from all error! Good night.

~ebenttetb

~itting.
I6th May, I873·

Damascus-Palmyra-Baalbec-Modem Persia-Nineveh-Paul's quotation
from Aratus-Knowledge of God-Hindered by Priestcraft-Destruction
of Priestcraft-Ancient and Modem World contrasted-Ancient Britons
-Moses and Zoroaster-Contemporary Monarchs-Carriages in PersiaPopulation-Ancient Tartary-Personation.

I

ready now to reply to your questions.
There is an ancient d'ty named Damascus, and.flourishing still as
a city: Did you ever visit i/1
Yes ; it was a place of some importance, but in my day it was
on the decline. It was situated in Syria, but occupied a somewhat independent position as a city, though still connected with
Syria. It was celebrated over all the East for its workers in iron,
steel, and brass.
AM
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Do you know anything about an ancimt city calla/ Palmyra-a
magnificml city we are told,-which was surrounded by the
desert?
There was a city of the desert in my day, but it had dwindled
down to ruins and a few huts. It bordered on Ethiopia. It had
been a place of great wealth and grandeur, but had been repeatedly
overthrown by the Persians, Babylonians, Egyptians and Romans.
It was at one time governed by a Queen, and two reigns after her
time the city was destroyed by the Babylonians. We, the Persians,
came afterwards, and then others, till it became so desolate that
its once stately buildings were buried in the sand. It was a
wonderful place-and yet not wonderful either ; for if the same
means were adopted now that had been used by its early founders,
instead of heaps of sand, such regions would present scenes of
fertility. By sinking wells of sufficient depth, water would rush
up, and in due time, by continuous irrigation, the atmosphere
would become moist, and the sandy desert bloom like a garden.
Such scenes as some of these ancient cities now present, are but
the results of human folly.
The city I refer lo was said lo lul1lt been buill by Solomon, a111i was
upwards of a hundred miles lo the north-east of Damaset~s,
so /hallhe one you speak of cannot be Palmyra.
No. The city you describe was unknown to me.
You will be interested, I dare say, to learn lhallhe presml Kil:g
of Persia is about lo pay a visit lo !hi's country, evidently
• with the object of gaifzi11g, by personal observation, a knowledge of a country so prosperous as ours_- for Persia has rcuntly been suffering terribly from famine.
Persia has gone backward in everything since my day. This
decline is evidently the result of the introduction of the Mahommedan faith. The Persians who preferred exile from their native
land rather than submit to abandon the better faith of Zoroaster,
prospered wherever they went. Why? Because their religion
enjoins on them industrious habits as a duty to God and to their
fellowman.
Did you ever visit the city of Nineveh ?
Yes ; but in my time it was but a small straggling place. The
old city was in ruins long before-hundreds of years. It was 200
miles westward from Persia.
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In Pauls stnnon on Mars Hill, at Atluns, Itt quotes from a
Ct1idan pod, one eucounttd a Juatltm, a passage in suppurt of
1ultat ht was sayi'ng of t/u Fathuhood of God, thus: "Fur
we art also His offSpring."* Were you aware of such a
passage?
Yes; but there were many more at that time who spoke and
wrote similar sentiments, such as Plato. These philosophers
reasoned out the existence of the soul after death, and the existence of the First Cause of all things. I have seen altars erected
to the Unknown God-that is, to the Great Creator of all; for
the Greeks, though idolatrously setting up great men as Gods,
knew that there must be one great and supreme Being from
whom all things sprung. And this idea was not limited to the
Greeks-other nations had a knowledge of God, and many of their
philosophers knew the grand secret But, as it ever was, priestcraft came in between the people and the knowledge of God ;
the young were taught to believe what their fathers believed, and
ideas that threatened to overturn the received system and interfere with the gains of the priests were stigmatised as evil, and
their promoters as infidels. Even so, I perceive, is it now.
Will wt rotr get rid of thi's syston of pri'tstcraft!
Yes; the time will come. But before it comes man, now enthralled, must shake off the chains that bind him to creeds.
Spiritualism is doing its own share of the work. But there is
danger connected with this movement If not seriously gone
into, it will assuredly tend to evil Let the adherents of Spiritualism accept the teachings of Jesus the Prince, and lay the
messages which they receive beside the truths which he uttered,
and test them. That is their true line of action; for men are apt
to be deceived by Spirits whose aim is to mislead, to scoff at, and
undo our work. But I doubt not we shall yet triumph, though
hard will be the battle before the time when we shall be free to
communicate with you-to see you-to talk with you ; when there
will be no restraint on us, and nothing to frighten the timid amongst
men; when we shall be able to draw all men by the cords of love.
But, as I have said, there is work to do. Man must be raised
from his debased condition. The worm crawling at his feet fulfils
• See AppmdiJc. -Lines from Aratus, in Direct Writing.
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the end of its creation; but man is never at rest ; his mind is
racked with selfish cares and anxieties; instead of enjoying the
beauty which his Maker places before him, his .attention is distracted, forgetting that his time is but short in the body. When
he crosses over, he sees differently, and regrets his misuse of life
-unless he gets amongst the bad. 0, may that day soon come,
when we shall get men to look to Jesus as their great exemplarthen will they become our willing captives-then will we have
power to draw them on to behold the glory. 0, that I could
divide myself into ten thousand Spirits, that I might labour to
recover the lost from the hells in which they lie bound in darkness.
But I can do no more than I am doing for their deliverance ; and
thousands of us are lamenting the sad condition of our fallen
brethren.
Do you 111Jt think, from what you are able to perceive through Ihe
Medium, that the world is much btlter morally than it was
in your lime?

I cannot see it The world may be further advanced in science
and art, but the ancient barbarians, as they have been called, were
more moral than mankind at the present day. Even your own
countrymen in my day were better than their descendants.
How did you cometo know these a11cimt Britons 1

I saw many of them in Greece and Rome. Some of them were
Christians. There was a good deal of intercourse kept up by the
Romans, and by the ships which took out the produce of the East
to these Western Islands in exchange for tin ore.
Moses or Zoroaster-which do you esteem as the greater 1

Though Zoroaster did not claim for his doctrines so high a
source as Moses, I believe he was much more spiritual than the
great Hebrew, and consequently had his inspiration from a very
high, if not the Highest source. Both had their times of preparation for the mission of their lives-the one as a Median shepherd,
the other in solitary seclusion, shut out from contact with the
world. I do not mean to say that Zoroaster was a better or more
learned man than Moses. He was not He had only the training
which could be got from the instructions of a poor brother of the
Magi, while Moses was educated as a prince in Egypt, the fountain of knowledge ; but with all his acquirements in the wisdom
of Egypt, he deigned to quote from the records of Chaldea. His
:ZA
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connection by marriage also afforded him special opportunities of
storing his mind with the ancient records and traditions of his
adopted country.
Call you give me the !lames of the .IU'ng of Ptrsia and the Emperor
of .Rome al the lime ofyour last rdum lo Ptrst"a 1

I gave you already the name of the Persian king: * that of the
Roman emperor was Nero. The government of Persia was very
much influenced or overawed by Rome, being, at the time referred
to, in some measure tributary to her : still, we had our own king
and government.
Had you wheeled carriages ill Persia .1
Yes; we used chariots for travelling, but as often horses and
camels. Then, for heavy goods, we had waggons drawn by
bullocks.
.Ill reply to jarllter questt(ms.

We had regular streets of houses, and these houses had their
flat roofs, on which the people slept during the dry season.
The population of the chief city in Persia was about so,ooo-that
is, within the walls. It was a different state of things in Greece.
There the population of the city was everything ; but in Persia
our people were scattered over a great expanse of country, not
confined .to a city life.
Were you ever

tn a wt7d nor/Item district called

Tarlary 1

Yes, I have been in Tartary. It was not a very wild region.
There were traders in various goods amongst them, and of course
there were marauders also.
Mr. M.-How am I lo de/eel Spirits u,lzo perSO!tale otlttf' Spirits;
for, were Ito gel such a lest as lltal you spok of ill the supposed case of Socrates, I would 11ol be satisfod tlttf'ewitlt,for
the Spirit might read my mind l

Well, a Spirit might do so; but if not what he pretended to be,
the Medium would know-that is, if he were a real seeing Medium. But such Spirits are not in our company. If they
chanced to be at a circle where we had been, they might, on an
after occasion, come back to the same circle and try to personate
us.
We will now stop for to-night. [Benedklion.l
• See Page ,.a.
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~itting.
2Jrd May, I87J·

Questio11.r: "Sheba"-Jn and Out of Trance-Guardian Angels-Bodily Form
of Jesus-Hunt's Picture of Jesus-Communion with Spirits in the
Normal Condition-Languages acquired in Spirit-life-Buddhism-Mis·
ap~;>rehension by the Medium-On Suicide-Can Spirits of other Worlds
vis1t the Earth?

IF you have questions ready, put them now.

.Do yuu i'ndudt, tmdtr 1/u ltrm " Ethiopia," Upptr and .lowtr
Egypt, a11d tht parts to tht south 1 You ustd lht word itz
answtr to my qutSiion about Palmyra.
In using the word "Ethiopia," I referred to the whole continent
of Africa. I was speaking of a city (in ruins in my day) in the
Desert, bordering on Africa, called " Sheba," that had at one time
been under the sway of a woman. In its palmiest days, it was a
fine example of what could be done by man's efforts to produce
luxuriant vegetation in the sandy desert. Palmyra must have
been destroyed after my time.
.Do yuu htar mt rtading whm tht Mtdium is not in lranct .r
Not in the same way. I cannot get at the ideas of the Medium
so easily as in trance. In the waking ordinary state he is not at
rest in mind, and therefore not in a fit state to get your words
translated to me.
Will you give us itiformation as lo Guardian A11gtls 1
These are beings that are sent from the Spirit world-they never
had mortal bodies. They begin at birth, and even before it, to
watch over the charge committed to them ; and they never ·fail,
on all occasions, to render all the help they can. Even when, by
evil deeds, they are thrust aside, they manage to thwart the
influences of the evil ones of the second sphere, by what are
called "the whisperings of conscience." It is a pitiful sight to
witness the distress of these holy guardians, when those over
whom they have charge go astray. It is sad to see a fond mother
weeping over the child she bore, but her sorrow is not to be
compared to that of the Guardian Angel's when he is· thrust
violently aside by the object of his care. 0 what shall he say to
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our Lord the Prince when he is called to record the failure in the
Book of the Great Temple ! As the catalogue of transgressions
is taken down-not one deed omitted, the Spirits from Earth weep
bitter tears over the failure. But they have cause for rejoicing
when, on the other hand, the upward career of others to glory is
set down. [A remark made in regard to children.] Ten thousand times better is it that these little ones should never be born,
than live to become evil-doers, and enter the Spirit World as such.
Here we have schoolmasters to train up the young ones for the
Prince. No one need sorrow for the little ones who are taken
away, for they are all well cared for. Even the child that died
unborn will come back at times and comfort the mother in whose
womb he was conceived.
In the Direct Pidure of the raising of the Dead Body in India
there is the figure of 'fesus. Is there any likeness in that
figure to the origina/1 4
Yes; I conveyed the idea to Steen. There was nothing extraordinary about his bodily form. What would you have him to
be? He was a man : a good-looking, young man, but nothing
more. Had he borne an angel's face how could he have been
received by man? He was complete in body; of a middling
size ; bearded, with little of the female in his countenance ; he
was high in the forehead; and, altogether, a fine-looking man.
His skin was pure, and he was free from diseases : and he was
one who knew how to take care of his body. He was so full of
magnetism-so spiritual-that the pores of his body had to be
kept clean. There certainly have been men as beautiful in form
and feature ; but, as I have said, he was complete-a man, but
not beyond man. Had he been otherwise, the grand object of
his mission could not have been accomplished.
A celt!Jrated artist of the prumt day has painted a picture, in
1vhich the figure of the youthful 'fesus is seen skeping Oil a
carpenter's bmch ,· while his mother is dtpti:ted as holding ill
her ha11d the caskd of pred'ous stones presented to him by
you and your two friends at !tis birth-and /()()king up, she
sus shadows on the opposite wall, pourtraying the sad scenes
of the Crucifixion. HatJe you anything to say on this .1
• See l/14mall Nnhlrt for February, 1872.
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When labouring with his father-and he did not labour much
-his mother, I daresay, thought little of his end. You must
allow a little for the imagination of the artist in the conception of
his picture. But anyone might have foreshadowed his end when
he began his public career; for even though a good man, he was
surrounded by thousands, who could not bear to have their deeds
laid bare, and he became the object of their hatred. The church
of that day became his bitterest enemy, because his teachings
struck at the root of their system.
Mr. M.-I find that my son in the Spirit Worlti is often 1L'ith me.
Is it possible for him to be always with me!
Yes ; if you wish him to be with you, or think of him, that wish
or that thought is at once conveyed to him, and in response his
influence is conveyed to you. The thought is no sooner formed
than it is flashed out towards us, and that thought becomes, as it
were, the conductor of the responsive influence from the Spirit.
This is about as near as I can give it. But when we have work
to do-when phenomena have to be produced, then it is necessary that we be present in person.
How do Spirits, who have passed from the body before learnzizg
a11y lan.~age, manage to speak through a Mrdium!
If the child has been born into the Earth-life, there are those
here who can teach it its mother tongue. That would indeed be
a strange individual who, born into the world, had no friend here.
There are always some at hand whose hearts are enlisted on
behalf of the little ones, even though these should come from the
outcasts of earth. There is certainly no lack of teachers for
them ; and they are often instructed far better than the youth of
Earth.
.Didyou, whm on Earth, know anything of the Buddhist religion l
I think I have already spoken of that religion. Were it possible to trace back sufficiently, I believe it would be found that
that religion had its origin in Spirit intercourse, and first sprung
up in India, and then spread over Persia and neighbouring countries. The Indian records go very far back.
Are you aware when the Medium misapprdzmds what y011 wish
lo (Ommunicate!
At times I am aware; but it depends considerably on his
condition. When he is in a favourable condition, there is no
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difficulty in giving the communication correctly; otherwise, his
perceptions get clogged.
is sukuk und" atr~m~ physical pain justiftabl~ 1
No, it is not justifiable. The man who takes away that which
belongs to another is a thief. Man's life is the gift of God ; and
if he, unbidden, cuts that life short, he robs God Punished he
will be : there is no escape. A long, dreary, and wretched time
awaits him in those dark regions already spoken of, before he is
brought, by the fires of conscience, to see his error and get free.
When suicide is committed under derangement of mind, the person
is not responsible; reason having fled for a time, he is not condemned. But the man is not forgiven who, having brought on
derangement, and thereby clouded his reason, meets with an
accident that hurries him into the Spirit World. He must be
punished. Indeed, whenever he accomplishes the destruction of
God's precious gift of reason, that moment his punishment begins.
Let him who is racked with pain and trouble meet his affliction
manfully, and soon he will experience the blessed results of
endurance.
Can Spirits who have liv~d on ollzer plands of th~ solar systmz
visittk Earth and communkat~ as you do 1uith mortals I
No; you on Earth are unlike the beings who dwell on the other
planets. You are much more materialised-not so spiritual in
your nature. You have more of the animal, and less of the divine.
The beings who inhabit the other worlds are purer, more spiritual,
not so gross in body as those of Earth·-so much so that we can
converse freely with them, while they can see and hear us, and
can handle us when we come near to them. Clothed as you are,
therefore, with the Earth-body, the Spirits of other worlds cannot
come in contact with you as we do who are of the Earth ; but
when you come into the Spirit World they will be able to associate
with you, if you are in state similar to them.
.Did tk P"sian and Egyptiflll theologies giv~ you any idetJ of a
jmzal~ e/emmt in their Godhuzd f
Yes; I said so when speaking to you of the religions of these
nations. I gave you what I found in their writings.
I will now leave. May the Angels of the High and Holy One
be ever near you to guide you in the ways of holiness and truth I
Good night I
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~itting.

29th May, I873·
Qwslions: "Laying on of Hands" -Is Satan the Originator of Evil?- Individual Reform-Homer and Horace-The Land Question and Taxes in
Persia-Hafed on the Famine in Persia-Spirit in Man and AnimalsHafed on the Divinity of Jesus.

I

now ready to reply to your questions.
Had you ally custom in 1/u Magia11 system simz1ar to what is
termed the "layzizg on of ha~zds "1
I do not know well what you mean. [Explanation.] The
greater number of the Magi were born into the system-that is,
the position descended from father to son. But when, as in my
own case, one was introduced from the higher ranks, he was
initiated by the ceremony of washing with pure water from the
spring-symbolising the cleansing away of iniquity; and he was
also consecrated by anointing him with oil But there was no
such custom as the "laying on of hands."
Is the original cause of evz11o be traced to the being called "Satan" 1
Where do you get information about such a being? You will
hardly find it in the Hebrew Records : if there, the writers must
have borrowed the idea from the Persians and Chaldeans. At
one time, when on Earth, I believed firmly in the existence of
such a being; but I discarded the doctrine. In the Persian or
Zoroastrian system, there was a God of Evil, not unlike the one
spoken of by Jewish writers. We now know that there is no
such a potentate. Man alone is the originator of evil. He fell
away from his happy, innocent state by pride, and became what
he is now, and ever will be, until the race become what it was
before-child-like, and open to higher and holier influences.
W~at would you advise as 1/u best mdhod for accomplishing individual reform in co1m«<ion 1t!t'lh Spirit11alism 1
That is a difficult subject to take up at present It would take
a whole sitting, and would form a lecture in itself. But I would
say briefly :-With the continual inflow of .persons of all characters
and creeds-of some who neither fear God nor regard men-of
others who, though believers in the future world, are loose in their
AM
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habits,-with such as these coming day by day to fill up your
ranks, you cannot fail to have those who are to the outer eye
Spiritualists, but who, viewed by us, are licentious in heart, and in
direct opposition to Spiritualism. Under such circumstances I
would say-Set before such the bright example of Jesus ; but, at
the same time, be yourselves living models of his goodness and
truth. Speak as he spake ; do as he did ; and looking on you, as
you stand before them, they will be drawn to look on him whom
you imitate, and become in due time his disciples also. Then
will they· see, as they never saw before, his wondrous workswonders never seen on Earth but through him. He was indeed
a Spiritualist Where will they get a Medium to raise the dead?
But if they quit their evil ways-forswear all deceit-love the truth
and practise holiness-become humble as little children, and ask
to be guided in what they say and do-then will they see wonders
done in their midst ; not in darkness, but before all men, in the
light of day.
Wert you acquaintd wi'lh tht works of Ho11W', lht andml pod!
A little. He was amongst the earliest of Grecian poets; but
Horace was certainly more popular. Homer, however, tells his
tale in a way that rivets attention; and the history of early Greece
would have been lost, mythical as it is, but for the blind poet
I11 your day, was tht land the property of lht Stalt 1
In one sense, yes; in another, no. The State claimed the
land, the proprietorship being acknowledged by the holder of the
land paying a yearly tribute to the State. If he failed to pay this
tribute, and could Jtot account for his poverty by a failure of crops,
the State took possession, and in the following year farmed the
land, and, after reaping the crops, deducted the tribute due, and
returned the land to the holder or his heirs.
Wert ta.us impostd for the support of the Ki11g and his Cour/1
The tribute levied on the landholders was devoted to the
support of the government. There were other taxes: on certain
goods; on manufactured articles of precious metals or stones-a
heavy tax; on merchandise brought into the country; and in her
powerful days Persia became immensely rich, as a result of the
heavy contributions exacted from the nations tributary to her.
Were there many places in Persia in a waste or desert condition 1
There were a few places waste, not many, in my day. These
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were caused by the inroads of the Romans and others, when the
people fled, leaving the land to be pillaged and to become waste.
Before my day, all except the most mountainous parts were under
cultivation.
A rmzark was made on the reanl famine t"n Persia.
I do not wonder at that statement. You must bear in mind
that Persia is not like your country; for if cultivation ce:\Ses, the
land soon becomes a barren waste-the water courses, being
neglected, dry up-the hot winds of the desert prevail, and, sand
accumulating on the once fruitful fields, year by year it becomes
worse and worse, until vegetation ceases altogether. At one time
there was not much waste land That was when my countrymen
had peace to cultivate their fields, and enjoy the religion which
had been theirs for ages.
.Refermce was made lo the visit to England of /he Shah of Persia.
I have boasted that my country, in spite of her misfortunes,
never lacked a crowned head, while other nations, which once
flourished as she did, have perished long ago. She has been
borne down to the dust by cruel and barbarous oppressors, and
subjected to all the evils of a false faith imposed upon her children
at the point of the sword ; but there still remains a few-descendants of those who, rather than submit to oppression, fled from ·their
native land, so that they might enjoy freedom to worship Him
whom they saw symbolised in the glorious orb of day. That
faithful band, now surviving in India, still exhibit, I know, the
virtues of their forefathers-noble, generous, liberal-minded, like
Christians. I have a yearning after that which pertains to my
native Persia, the ancient faith of which was no idolatry, but the
worship of the Great and Good Spirit of Light, of whom no likeness can be made by men or Spirits. He is the Light. 0 may
His truth and love be once more revealed to my down-trodden
countrymen, that they may come out of the darkness that now
buries them.
Am I n"ghl in saying that the Spiril that animates /he lower
creation is lite same in kind as that of man-/he differences
being a«ounted for by lite organisation into which /he Spirit
enters!
In man, as I have said frequently, you will find the whole of
creation. The Spirit of the animal is in a low state of develop-
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ment, in accordance with its organisation ; and Spirit is the grand
animating power, down through all forms, to the meanest speck
that exists. But in man there is an inner Spirit; and in his case
the brain becomes the seat of intelligence-the organ through
which the grand inner man works. You will find a little of man's
intelligence in this one and that one of the lower creation; but
nowhere will you get a brain equal to man's. In bodily form you
will get nothing better than man. In other worlds you may find
beings with bodies of finer material-some, indeed, so fine that
they may be said to glide away into Spirit ; but still the form is
human. But it would require hours to do justice to this subject.
I would need to begin with life in its lowest forms, up through the
varied grades, till we came to the source and workings of intelligence-how the inhabitants of the air, the land, and the waters
are affected by the Sun's rays and magnetic currents.
Slwuld woman, tiz all respects, have equal rigltls willt man 1
Woman, in bodily and mental constitution, is different from
man. The sexes occupy different spheres of action-each with
rights peculiar to itself. Delicate in form, woman is not fitted for
many of the duties devolving on the robust man;. neither, on the
other hand, should man be permitted to labour in vocations fitted
only for woman. Though the highest in creation, they may well
take a lesson from the beasts of the field. As a rule, amongst the
lower creatures, the female is under subjection to the male. You
have an example of tenderness and affection in the lion and
lioness : the two will go together till age cuts them down. The
ferocious tiger is docile with the tigress-kind to her when sick,
hunting for and feeding her and her cubs. In Persia the female
portion of the community had certain rights; but some things
they could not do. Man is always the master.
Paul says of 'Jesus-" He thought it not robbery to be t1ual with
God.'' Does 11ot Paul here cotJiradid what you have oftm
asstrltd-lltat 'Jesus is tJOIIhe Dei'ty .t
I still assert the same, and Paul does not contradict me. Jesus
stood in the place of the Deity Himself, to speak to a rebellious
world. What Medium in Heaven or on Earth could bring back
the Spirit which had broken the link that bound him to his
body? Not all the Spirits in Heaven combined could restore me
to the body. The chain-the silver cord-once snapped, can no
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more be joined. Jesus my Prince, and he alone, could do it; for
on him was bestowed all power by the Great Spirit, and from him
only could the power proceed. Have I not seen him, in the
fulness of that power, order the Spirit back to the body? In the
fulness of that power he rules in Heaven, Earth, and Hell-the
Great Governor over all this system of worlds. Paul does not
contradict my assertion; for, you will notice, he does not say,
"He was equal with God," but that "he thought it not robbery to
be equal with God," inasmuch as the Divine power he wielded
was the gift of Him who alone could bestow it There was no
robbery-there could be none-for to Jesus was given the Spirit
without measure. lie was the very embodiment of the Great
Spirit; yet he himself never said-" I am the Great Spirit, the
source of all being-the Creator and Father of All."
But Yohn, in the Gospel ascribed to him, says-" All things were
made by him " .1
Had I not had many opportunities of studying Jesus, I
might have come to a different conclusion on this point Many
times I could have worshipped him, and had I been Greek instead
of Persian, this would have been the case ; but, conversant with
the prophecies about him, I was prepared to receive him as indeed
he was-the great Deliverer sent from God. How his disciples
should come to entertain any other idea, I do not know.
May the blessing of the Holy One rest on you !

~e\lentJ!=tbir'b

~ttttng.
26th August, 1873·

Queslions: No Retrogression in Spirit-life-Other World subjects-Sacred

Books of Persia-Book of Daniel-On the Second Advent-Hafed on
Spiritualism and Spiritualists.

JusT continue your questions, and I will try to answer them.
We hear consta11t/y of progression in Spirit-lift. Is it ever the
case that one who attains to a high condition goes back .1
No, I never knew of one in our sphere going back. Indeed,
there is no retrogression in one who has begun to rise : he never
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turns back. Every upward step he takes only makes him more
finn in his resolve to reach the height that lies beyond. Oh no ;
there is no turning back. All is onward, forward, and that for
ever.
lf7zm yuu mtd wiJh Ike Spirits, w inltabilants, of olker worlds,
t/Q Ike fads of hislllry &QIIn«/bJ 111ifh Illest worlds n~er form
Ike su/Jf«< of cqm·ersalion 1
\Ve are acquainted with the facts of their history ; and such
form the subject of discourse on their visits to the Great Temple.
At some future time I may give you, apart from our present oar
rative, some interesting facts in the history of these worlds.
Wert Ike Satrtd B()(J/u of lht P"sians cqUtdtd lilu uur Bible, and
luld as authorilaliz-t .1
No ; these books were not as yours. They were written on
separate rolls of parchment, or sheets of copper, according to the
taste or fancy of their possessors. Those in possession of the
Magi were written in Persian, and kept in the Sacred Grove.
Wert Illest l!oolu rtad to lht people!
They were read to those who could not read for themselves.
But being used in the schools in the instruction of our youth,
many, when they grew up, retained in their memory large portions
of the sacred books.
Wert yuu acquainted with Ike 6()()/l wrillm 6y Danie/1
I was acquainted with the Hebrew version. I first saw it in
Chaldee. My old Egyptian friend, being one of those who had
collected writings referring to the Coming of the Prince, had a
copy in that language. A great portion of the book is figurative
in style, and quite adapted to the people amongst whom he lived
The coming of the Great Deliverer was very clearly referred to by the
writer; and that was why the Egyptian was interested in the book.
In speaking of numbers, as applied to years, milts, persons, tk., do
you gd Ike Mtdium dearly to rt~ukr your meaning 1
If he is in good condition, I have no difficulty in getting my
meaning conveyed to you; at times, however, we do fail, but not
often now.
Is if as tasy for yuu to imprtss your idtas on the Medium, as if is
for a Spirit whose language is that of /he Medium .t
It is just as easy for me as for the English-speaking Spirit But
when the Medium is not in condition I cannot impress my thoughts
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on him so quickly. Sometimes he goes wrong, but, generally, I
find him very correct.
By a Strangn-.-Can you tell us anything about the Second Advent
of ChristY
I have already spoken pretty clearly on that subject. I have
told you he will never appear on the Earth again in the body of
flesh-here, and now, he appears as our Great Prince, the Sovereign Ruler of the worlds of our system. Not again will he become
a child of Earth, from which he was violently cast forth by cruel
men-a martyr for the truth. But, though now ascended to his
kingdom, he has still the same love for men-he still compassionates that world which murdered him, and still he visits you in
spirit. When his Second Advent is spoken of in your sacred
books, it refers to the grand time in your world's future history,
when mankind shall be so spiritual, so holy in life, that we who
have passed away from Earth will be able to commune face to face
with mortal man, and also to influence him for good to a far
greater extent than we can do now. Then, indeed, shall he comethen, truly, shall he walk the Earth-when his sway shall extend
from sea to sea, reigning by his truth and love in the hearts of men.
By tlze Strangn-.-Is /hal lime near at handl
Alas ! no. There are mighty barriers in the way, that must be
removed before such Spirit communion as I have spoken of be at
all possible. The evils that find a lodgment in the hearts of men
must be expelled. Men must become believers in the Great
Spirit, and thorough Spiritualists; there must be no cowardly
hiding of the truth-no longer the fear of the world; but with
open hearts and unstammering tongues, men must proclaim the
truth within them ; the unholy alliance of evil and good must be
denounced;-in fact, the precepts of Jesus must be practically
carried out before the glorious time come on, so long and so
anxiously desired by holy men of all ages. Then shall men be
open to the good and holy influences of the Spirit World, and the
Golden Age return never more to pass away. Earth will be no
longer a scene of suffering, but a school for the better life on high,
even the entrance door to Heaven.
Mr. M.-As Spiritualism is destined to spread, should we not
endeavour to lzave particularly good Mediums: that is, pn-sons
of a pure (/zaracln- 1
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Yes ; that ought to be the case, but it is not so. For those on
this side who desire to aid the Prince in his work on Earth find
their good efforts thwarted by opposing influences. Still, mankind
are now more open to receive us than they were before. But
an1id the grossest superstition and darkness of past ages-even
before the Advent of the Prince, many holy ones influenced Mediums in every country on the face of the globe; and, notwithstanding the ignorance and mental slavery prevalent around them,
many of these Mediums, not hiding the gift they possessed, but
true to themselves and to God, gave to others, as far as their
knowledge permitted, what they themselves had freely received ;
and oft-times, under an influence which they dared not resist, they
would speak of things which they understood not, and in such •
way as to be acceptable to their hearers-the common people.
Very different was the reception which these Mediums got from
the so-called enlightened They were despised, falsely accused,
and put to death ; and their messages of love and truth, exposing
the iniquities of the times, by which these men held their place
and power, were rejected as the ravings of madmen. This
continued from generation to generation until the coming of the
long-promised Deliverer, who, notwithstanding his wonderful
works and holy life, was also violently slain by the very men he
came to bless. Still, the work went on, and despite tyranny, persecution, and bloodshed, the results were good. Even now, the
work, though slow in progress, is ever onward, and triumph is
sure. But we have in your day taken a new course in our work
with mankind From the advance of education in many lands
we find the people are more open to receive our communications,
the barriers of ignorance and superstition have been greatly
broken down, and this has enabled us to work differently. We
find that many, of every degree of enlightenment, are attracted
first of all to the mere physical manifestations, and when those of
a higher and more beneficial order come up, they become, many
of them, open to the teachings of the good and wise in the Spirit
World. But even at the present time, as it has been from the beginning, evil Spirits are ever trying to thwart us in our good work,
and frequently they succeed in doing so. We shall, however, in
spite of them, advance on our way, and their devilish opposition will in due time be overcome. But, be you wary. If you
..........,
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wish to escape communion with devils, see well to it that your
circles are composed of men and women of good character. To
get into communication with the good on this side, you must
exclude the vicious from your circles. There must be no attempt to shrink from this duty. Get good men and women
to assemble, and you may be sure you will have good and
holy ones to minister to you. But, while we bid you do this, do
not forget the other work you are bound to do. We on this side
go down to these devils-To drive them farther off? No; but,
pitying their miserable state, we strive to draw them upwards;
and 0 how glad we are when we perceive them beginning to tum
to the consideration of the truth. Here beside me are some who
.,were murderers, dyed deep in every sin, now fighting as valiant
warriors on the side of our Prince against all evil. Such is our
work. Do you, on your side also, go forth to the same battle,
and endeavour to overcome the evil in the hearts of your
brethren of Earth-thus hastening on the glorious time when
Earth no longer shall be the abode of sin and suffering, but the
dwelling-place of the righteous, and the gates of Heaven.
May the High and the Holy One, our Father, bless you evermore. Good night.

~e\lent~=fourtb ~ttttng.
JISt

August, r873·

Quutions: Ancient Canal between the Red Sea and the Meditemlnean-Cave
Temples-The Sabbath in Egypt and Persia-Egyptian Symbols--A
Persian Pro.Phet-"Aaam the first of a New Race"-Telescope and
Microscope tn l'ersia-Persepolis and its Temples-Hafed on the corruption of Sacred Books.

I

ready to reply to questions.
TVas there i11 your day water communication bdwem the .Red Sta
andtheAfeduerranean1
There had been a comqtunication by water before my day;
but at the time I lived on Earth, Egypt was fast falling into
decay. If there is a connection now, it must be a renewal of the
old work. Wherever, in the East, a nation was observed to be
AM
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declining, you might expect to see cities in ruins, cultivation of
fields unattended to, and the people scattered abroad Just think
-if families, if tribes are being trampled under the hoofs of
oppressors, their spirits become broken ; they care not for the
appearance of those things around them which once they cherished;
they have no heart to repair that which is failing, and away it
goes. And so with nations : their cities in ruins-the people
enslaved by the invader, their honour tarnished, and their greatness gone-all goes gradually to wreck. The water courses,
so necessary for culture in Eastern lands, being neglected, get in
course of time blocked up, and vegetation dies ; the hot winds
have free course, and the once beautiful and fruitful fields and
gardens are in a short time buried in the sands of the desert.
Was tlw-e a Sabbalh, ur seven dayJ rest, observed i'n Egypt!

The Sabbath was kept both by Persians and Egyptians.
Mr. M.-Can you give a reason fur its institution 1
I think the reason is not ill to give. Those nations where the

majority of the people laboured continuously from the cradle to
the grave would find out, in due time, the necessity of rest for the
body, and also that a certain portion of time was desirable for the
observance of Divine worship-a day in seven, in which not only
the wearied body would get relief from toil, but a day when the
mind would be free from the consideration of the demands of
labour, and become thereby better fitted for the work of the
coming six days. But though some of these nations observed a
stated day for rest and worship, their religious duties were not
limited to one day in seven. They engaged in devotion morning
and evening; and even at mid-day, when, as in India, the Great Sun
shone down in all his scorching heat, driving the toilers from the
fields, they took their way to the cool temple, there to engage in
religious worship-it might be before the grotesque and oftendisgusting images of their gods-still, I doubt not their thoughts,
in many cases, were drawn upwards to Him whom they attempted
to symbolise by their uncouth monstrosities.
In your /ravels it1 Upper Egypt, or elsewlw-e, did you ever med
with any Cave Temples, on th walls of which were depicted
hieroglyphics ·'

I did, while in Upper Egypt But I am not thoroughly acquainted with the history of these temples, and will make some

Digitized by

Coogle

SPIRIT-LIFE-SEVENTY-FOURTH SITTING.

36<)

inquiry about them. Meanwhile I may say-1 do not suppose
them to have been natural excavations, but the work of manold quarries from which were taken the granite and marble blocks
used in ancient buildings, such as the Pyramids. On the walls
of these temples there were various hieroglyphics of birds and
other animals, crosses, &c. To show you the power of this language, the phrase in English, " Peace be unto you" would be
If it was " Peace be unto this
given in hieroglyph, thus
house," it would be written
Or, if " Peace be unto this house
The figures of certain
and good will " then it would be
animals symbolised doctrines contained in the sacred writings of
the Egyptians ;-such as the conditions necessary in man for the
..gaining of Paradise, and his preparation for the Great Inquest,
when he passes away from the material body into the Spirit
World.
What was symbolised by the figures of the Sphinxes at the doors
of the Temples 1
By these the Egyptians symbolised the Deity in his wisdom
and power-the human head with the lion's body. The combination gave the idea of the greatest possible wisdom, goodness,
and truth, with the greatest amount of power. They considered
that man could not fully represent the Great Creator in all his
varied attributes ; something was needed to symbolise strength,
and hence their adoption of the lion's body.
There was likewise the figure of the Dog: What do you suppose
thai signijUd 1
It may be reckoned as the symbol of Divine vigilance, brought
to bear on unworthy souls that seek to enter within the gates of
Paradise.
There was the Bedle also : Wllal of it ·'
Yes, and many more, such as the ibis, the hawk, the alligator,
the ape, the serpent, and even that disgusting animal the pig. All
these were employed as symbols in the worship of the Egyptians.
It is slated in a book I am now reading /hal a Persian Pries/
named Giamasp, wh.o lived 6oo years before you, predicted
the birth of 'Jesus, attd that it was from that prediction the
Magi were led to visit 'Judea at his birth.
I have repeatedly alluded to the predictions in our sacred books

l

t.

'!-•

• Characters written by the Medium in Trance.
2B
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in regard to the coming of Jesus. The person named was little
known as a writer in the Zenda-vesta. Although we were acquainted with these predictions, it was also necessary we should
receive timely warning ; for however zealous we might be in our
duty to God, we were but mortal, and very apt to forget that
which had been recorded in a far-back age. Our journey to
Judea was in obedience to the command of the Angel of the
Sacred Flame.
In the same book it is attempted to be proved that Adam was but
the first man of a new race, who were tillers of the soil,·
and /hal/he Earth had prevwusly been peopkd by wafllkring
tribes, living by the chase.
A new race ! Go as far back as you possibly can reach in the

world's history, and you \\'ill fail to find a trace of such a thing as
the creation of a new race of men. So far as I am able to look
back, I know not the time when mankind were otherwise than
what is called settled down in communities. Indeed, were you to
travel, as I did when in the body, I have no doubt you would find
the ruins of what must have been, in some far back age, stately,
beautiful cities, in which men had lived and passed away.
Were the telescope and microscope kfiQWn to the learned in Persia
and Egypt!

Yes; I have already told you-you appear to forget-we
were acquainted with. both ; scanning the over-arching heavens by
means of the one, and prying into the minutest atom with the
other. We not only laid bare the secrets of the Heavens and
the Earth by the use of these instruments, but we used them for
other purposes.
It is staled that at Persepolis, the Greek name for the andmt
capi'tal of Persia, there were the ruins of a great building,
said to have bem tkslroyed by Alexander, some of the remaining columns of u•hich measured 70 or 8o feet in height. Is
this slatemml in accordarce with your k1UJ1vledge ·'

The statement is correct In an early part of our history (as I
formerly told you) idol worship crept into Persia; and these ruins
you refer to were all that was left of one of the great temples
erected by these idolaters. The true followers of Zoroaster, as I
have said, never worshipped under a roof, but raised their altars
on hills or mountains, or lifted up their hearts to the Great Spirit
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within the solemn grove, while through the thin top branches of
the over·arching trees, their eyes might gaze on the blue sky of
heaven. Doubtless there were many in all these nations who were
seeking after the same paradise, and to whom I can now stretch
out the right hand of fellowship. Though brought under the
lessons of different teachers, they were doubtless striving sincerely to pursue the same course-a pathway to paradise ; and
now I find them all here-whether Hindoo, Greek, Persian, or
Egyptian-all are here, enjoying the same glorious light, the light
which ever streams forth from the Great Source of All Light
Mr. M.- You mmlioned in lite course of your narrative, lltallltt
youthful :Jesus wltm in Persia, quoted from your sacred
books, to supporltlu doctrines Itt taught. We are told, in the
New Testammltltatlu did tlu same from the H~rew books
wltm lu addressed his own countrymen ,· and this is 11D11.'
advanced by our theologians as an argument for 1/u Divine
inspiration of these H~rnv books. Can you say anything
about this 1
If Jesus had taught his countrymen from the sacred books of
Persia, Egypt, or other nations that surrounded Judea, would
they have listened to him ? No. But when he found certain
writings both good and true, and suitable for illustration in their
own books, why should he not refer them to these ? Moses, the
Hebrew lawgiver and prophet, though eminently good as such,
had, like the great men of other nations, his faults; but there
were some more liable than Moses to make mistakes. No one,
however, had come equal to Jesus in power and wisdom ; and,
assuredly, he showed as much reverence for the truths which he
found in our Book of Sunda* and others, as for those in the
Books of Moses. Evil, in the course of time, will creep into the
best of books in spite of all the watchfulness it is possible to give
to them ; but there is always enough of the original truths left to
keep men virtuous. In the book I refer to there were to be found
lessons of truth, wisdom, and love, intermingled with much that
I might term nonsense-that is, when compared with other books
of Persia. Nevertheless, the pure gold of Heaven could be easily
seen amid the dross and rubbish of man's vain conceits. It was
the same in the sacred writings of all the nations of my day. At
• So pronounced by the Medium.
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first, the messages of truth and wisdom are received from the
Spirit World and carefully recorded as precious in books; these
are then committed in charge to pure-minded, God-fearing, and
faithful men, who tenaciously hold on to good doctrine. But
time rolls on, and there come those in their stead who have no
heart for sacred truth; but, grovelling in corruption, or governed
by selfish or other unworthy motives, they stealthily and bit-by-bit
interpolate their own ideas into the sacred writings. And this is
the case with theological creeds and systems the world over. It
was so in my day, at least You may be better off in this respect
now-a-days. I very much doubt it ; for men will be men in all
ages, if not enlightened by constant communion with the wise
and good of the Spirit World It was only when such intercourse
existed that the truths derived from spiritual sources were respected, and kept pure as virgin gold. Oftentimes my soul was
grieved and indignant when studying these sacred books. I could
have tom them asunder when my eyes lighted upon the interpolations of the base and corrupt wretches who had blasphemously
mingled their lies with the truth of Heaven. But my hand was
stayed and my anger subdued, as, unrolling the scroll, I perceived
the beautiful veins of gold, threading their shining way through
that mass of blackened rock. You have seen, I doubt not, a
mass of quartz, in which might be traced veins of a pure metal;
and you valued the dark, unshapely· lump, not because of the
amount of quartz, but on account of the good ore it contained.
So is it with sacred books. Amid a heap of human rubbish,
you will find the pure gold of Divine truth. 0, it is sad to think
of the silly but enchanting tales in these books, the offspring of
man's imagination, given as the very truth of God, and foolishly
accepted by the unthinking multitude, the victims of a cunning
priestcraft 0 how my soul burned as, scanning these records,
my eye fell on a passage enforcing the duty of contributing to the
support of the sacred priests. Sacred! My very blood boiled;
while once more, in my anger, was I tempted to draw the sword
against the whole herd of these deceivers of the people-living, as
foul birds of prey do, on corruption-on their poor, ignorant, and
miserable dupes. 0 for truth and wisdom, pure as it cometh from
the Most High l This, and this alone, is the true bread for the
famishing spirit of man. 0 Great and Good Spirit, evem1ore give
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us this bread ! Alas, how many of these men-who, to serve
their own ends, kept the people in a state of childish ignorance. are still wandering in the darkness of their own making-for corruption deadens the light of the brightest eye. And yet it is even
now our loving work to rescue those poor, lone wanderers in the
Spirit World 0 to be once more in the body I What would I
not do-- (Pardon me. I find the old fire still burning.)
Often had I spoken with my brethren to get that book cleared of
the rubbish that defaced, that hid its beauties ; but failing in this,
I took care that those who were under me should only receive
lessons of purity. [Bmdi&tion.]

~etlentJ!-ftfth

~ttting.
IJIIi St!kmbtr, I87J·

Qutstions: Initiation Ceremonies of the Magi--Their Medium~hip acquired by
Prayer and Fasting-Their Good Works-Devotion-Their Treatment of
the Sick and Dying-Fruits meet for Repentance demanded-The Injured
and the Injurer in Spirit-life-The ElU11Dple of Jesus-Hafed gives place
to the Young Egyptian.
.

You may put your questions now, I am ready to answer them.
Wtrt /Itt initiation ctrtmom"ts of /Itt Magi lupt vtry stcrd 1
Yes; these were only open to a few of the older brethren-the
young men were excluded; and these old men required to be
highly mediumistic, as you term it, so as to be clairvoyant and
clairaudient. This we found necessary in our communion with
the bright Angel of the Flame. We were, in fact, Mediums,
in the same way as our friend here is a Medium between you and
me, but not exactly the same kind of mediumship, which in him
is a gift, but rather that which is acquired by a long and severe
course of training. I did not require this training, for I possessed
the gift from my childhood. In the case of the Magi, however,
they fasted often, and kept themselves holy by careful watchmg,
praying daily-aye, in some cases hourly-to the Great Spirit to
open their spiritual eyes ; and after a long course of such training

Digitized by

Coogle

374

HAFED PRINCE OF

PERS~

they became Mediums of a high order. These were men who
had devoted their lives to the service of the Great Spirit-not
alone by acts of prayer and fasting, or other religious observances,
but by that kind of service that consists in giving help to the weak
-in feeding the hungry and clothing the naked-in visiting the
sick and comforting them in their distress, easing their bodily
pains, and smoothing their passage into the other world. Ah,
these are the kind of prayers which are quickly carried to the
throne of the High and Holy One. Wherever there was a suffering brother or a suffering sister-it might be the highest or the
lowest in the land-we, being the only physicians, afforded the
needed help. But though I speak thus of the benevolent works
of the brethren, do not think we were unmindful of Him who is
the one great Father of all. As the luminary of the day foreshowed his rising in the east, we bent our knees, and, with our
faces turned towards him, we adored and worshipped the Holy
One our Creator ; and when the sun set in the west, in all his
golden glory, again we prostrated our bodies in reverent worship,
and lifted up our voices in praise to the Great Ruler, whose
loving-kindness was so beautifully symbolised by that bright
world, the work of His hands, whose blessed course from day to
day brought down benefits innumerable on the sons of men.
By Mr. M.- Your riftrmu to 1/u attuuiancf of the Magi on the
sick and dying suggats a qUfstion. 1 fm at times in so1tu
difficulty ill d«iding what languagf I slwuld (111}/oy to om on
a sick-kd alarm«i as to the juturf. What would you say in
such a casf'
That is a subject for you to ponder welL In such a case (and
we had many of them) we did not tell them of an angry God,
ready, in his wrath, to hurl them to destruction. We could not
do that, for we held no such doctrine. No doubt our Sacred
Books taught that there were two great personal Gods-the one,
Satan, for ever leading on mankind to the commission of evil; the
other, the Great Father of all, the Source of all light and love ;
and this was very generally believed. But there were some of us
among the Magi who questioned it 'I now see it to be wrong.
But in such a case as you refer to-say that of some tyrant, one
who had put his iron heel on the necks of his fellow-men-who,
despite all the laws of God, had, with ruthless hands, enslaved the
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weak and helpless-in such a case, finding him in the agony of
approaching Death, who was even then driving his darts deep into
his quivering flesh, we went to him, not to speak of wrath, but of
a loving Father, who was ever ready to forgive and receive back
the returning, the repenting prodigal, who had grievously despised
Him; but, at the same time, we demanded that, as a first step, he
should make amends, by every means at his command, to those
whom he had injured, and that, by so doing, he would in some
measure manifest the sincerity of his repentance. We would tell
such a one that God was to every man so minded a forgiving,
loving Father. But, alas I we often found that it was impossible
to get a poor mortal, racked with pain, to give heed to our sayings. The highest, noblest, finest truths may be uttered by the
bedside of the dying, but they are often unheeded : pain and
distress of body absorb all attention. Knowing this, we saw that
our first duty was to do all we could to allay the pain which distracted the suffering mortal. In the case of a poor man, we made
it a point to afford relief in such a way as to banish from his mind
care and anxiety ; and if he rose from his bed of sickness, we
watched over him. But we found that there were some who,
when brought back from the gates of death, returned to their evil
courses, like the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the
mire. I would say, generally, to the evil-doer: First make your
peace with your injured fellow-man, and then ask the forgiveness
of your Creator. Consider for a minute-if one had injured you
deeply, and you were both called away from the present state into
the Spirit World, you would enter there in the same condition of
mind-the injured and the injurer. Don't imagine that the old
grievance would not still rankle within you. You would impeach
him ; you would be no better than when you walked the Earth ;
and consequently a barrier would lie in the way of happiness.
When I think of some of my old grievances on Earth, my spirit is
apt to get roused; but now, when I find it coming on, I am able
to quell it 0 what did I not suffer at the bands of those men
who cruelly murdered my wife and child l It is not easy to banish
these thoughts. But I must no longer speak of them. We have
a beautiful example set before us by our Prince-a lesson which
all should learn-when he cried out in his dying agony; " Father,
forgive them, for they know not what they do!"
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When I began these communications, I intended to have given
you the letters of my young Egyptian friend, who succeeded his
aged master in the office of Chief Priest. Instead of doing so, I
have resolved to allow him, with the permission of our friends
Ruisdal and Steen, to speak through the Medium. He was a
bold preacher of the truth, first as imparted to him by Issha, the
Old Egyptian Priest, and afterwards by Jesus, whom he followed
as a disciple. He had been brought up under a system of priestcraft that shrunk not from robbing the miserable and ignorant
poor of the land, aided in this by their practice of necromancy.
Against this system the young reformer and his co-workers had
struck a vigorous blow, dealing out to the people the true spiritual
bread, and seeking to educate them in a knowledge of their
rights as men. He will, as he goes on, give you some account of
that which he saw and heard as a disciple of Jesus, which will
thus form a fitting conclusion to that which I have already given
you of the life of the Great Prince. In making this arrangement,
I will still be ready to communicate with you when required I
will now leave. May the High and Holy Ones of His presence
be ever nigh to bless you !

•
,
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COMMUNICATIONS
FROM

HERMES* THE EGYPTIAN.

r91h &pltmber, I87J·
Hafed introduces the Egyptian-Extracts from Hermes' Letter in Direct
Writing-Death of Issha, the Old Egyptian Priest-Despair of HermesVision of Issha's Spirit-His Address-Hermes strengthened.

(Control/ttl by

'

HAFED. )

AT our last sitting I said my friend, the young Egyptian Priest,

would be allowed to give you his experiences in the body subsequent to the departure of his venerable predecessor, Issha, the
Chief Priest. He will begin just where his letter (portions of
which I gave in dirtct writing) leaves off. Allow me, then, to
introduce my friend
[The Medium appeared to experience a few slight spasms,
evidently under a strange control, and then spoke nearly as follows] :My greeting unto you, friends.-This is the first time I have
been introduced to you in person; but it is not, as you are aware,
the first time you have heard of me, Hafed having frequently
referred to me in the course of his communications. I feel that
I am not so able to speak to you in this way as I could desire,
and I pray you to bear with me in this my first attempt.
• This name was given in direct writing at a subsequent sitting.
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Hafed has given you a translation of a portion of my letter
addressed to him after the death of my venerable father.* He
says the place broken off at was that where I found my aged
father a corpse, and re:~.dy for the process which, according to the
customs of Egypt, was adopted for the preservation of the body,
so that, even after the lapse of many years, the Spirit might be
able to take up its abode in the old tenement. But such notions
had long passed away from his mind : the light of Heaven had
• The following is a copy of the translation referred to, given in five pieces,
at various sittings, in dir«l writing :(1.) "Dear Father,-1 write this epistle to you from my lonely cell, with
no one to speak to now. He which was more to me than father has gone to his
home in the heavens, where he has often wished to be. The Divine image has
gone, and left the mortal with me. He called me to him just before be left.
He said,-My son, I am going to leave you. See that you walk as I have
taught you. I will always be with you. See that you teach the people the
way they ought to serve the true God. He told me he would let you know
that he was gone ; and when he was done speaking he fell back, and the spirit
was gone. Having seen little of the thing they call death, I knew not the
spirit bad fled; so I spoke thus :-Father, may I never disgrace the priesthood!
I cried, I will teach the people the true God, and Great Jehovah will help me,
and the Holy Spirit, and thou, most holy Father, will help me."
(2.) "But all is darkness-dark as midnight hour, the pestilence silently
invades some sleeping city. Death, on expanded wings, hovers round the
walls, breathing poisonous vapours : Death, with hellish eyes and countenance
terrible-spreads far and wide his baneful in11uence."
(J.) "This is a night of tonnents and of groans, of beart·rending sighs and
gusbiog sorrow, wrioging my hands. Like a bride bewails the partner of her
soul, or like the distracted mother who is deprived of her little fondlings, curses
the day of her birth and theirs. From the clouds that enveloped the tops of
the mighty Pyramids, thus the red bolt of the heavens, falliog on mountains of
sulphur the ready materials, and the subterranean thunders roar through the
caverns of my soul. 0 Gods of our Fathers, wake him from that sleep of
death."
.
(4-) " When I had [done] speaking, I looked, and that which was the man
I bad known was now like a statue of marble. The light bad left the eye ; the
lips were sealed,-no sound came from them. I stood like one struck dumb,
for a time. At last I got vent to my overflowing soul, and burst forth, pouring
out my blessings and curses in one breath. I began thus : Father, you have
taught me to look to a future." . • .
(5.) "That grave and awful countenance is expressive of the modest virtue
which consists not in words but practice: While conscious that be was known
to God, though sensible that he should be disregarded by man." • • •
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banished all the old ideas concerning the destiny of the old body.
But I am wandering from my subject.
At that time, so stupified was I by sorrow that I forgot all I
had received from his holy lips. I thought not that even then he
was the possessor of a more glorious body, and an inhabitant of
the land of bliss. I cast my eyes on the cold, outstretched form,
on the still, placid, marble-like countenance of my beloved teacher
-my more than father-and in my anguish I asked, Where, 0
where art thou, my friend, my guide ?-why hast thou left me thus
in darkness and in doubt ? and as I gave vent to my sorrow in
bitter lamentation, I fell prostrate on the pavement. Where was
the god-like man I could have worshipped-so noble-hearted, so
holy in all his ways I And now, as I looked on those well-known
features, the eye that once shone so bright was dim ; the lips
whence issued words of wisdom and love, were cold and silentno smiles to welcome me now-all still and immoveable as the
solid rock. 'Twas then, in my deep anguish, I cursed my own
existence, even the parents that gave me birth, tearing my hair in
my madness. Blaspheming, I swore, by all the fiends of Hell,
there was no God-no future existence-nothing I If there be a
God, why am I thus bereft of all I hold dear?
While thus I madly raved against the God of Heaven, my
prison cell-for was it not then to me a prison ?-was lighted up
suddenly. I was amazed ; and, as I looked up, there, within a
lambent flame, stood one in human form. " 0 God !" I cried,
"he has come back to me." I knelt down on the marble slabs,
and, awe-struck, bent my head to the floor. Then heard I the
gentle accents of that voice I knew so well I looked up. 'Twas
indeed my beloved father and guide. I could have touched him;
but the form was so gloriously bright, I was afraid. He was
clothed in robes transparent as crystal ; while his locks were far
more beautiful than those of the poor body lying beside me. My
eyes were dazzled by the bright, the glorious vision, and I could
not continue to look on him. At length he spoke :-" 0 man,
know thyself. Thou art destined to live from age to age, even as
He liveth in whose image thou art created. Why hast thou called
me back from my blest abode? Why these outbursts of rebellious
complaint ? Did I not counsel thee, while I was yet with thee in
body, that I would, though taken away, be ever near thee in
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spirit? Did not I give thee sufficient evidence to banish thy
doubts-to convince thee that there is no death? Put away,
then, from thee thy dismal and dark forebodings, and rouse thee
to present duty. Have I not told thee that thou wouldst yet be
fitted to stand up in this land of Egypt for the true light, and rid
her of her idols, casting aside those foolish mummeries by which
the people are blinded ; and that the poor of the land would
receive bread from thee?"
His words came back to my mind. I knew not, neither did I
care, whether I saw him by the mental or the bodily eye ; I knew
he lived, and that I listened once more to his gracious voice, and
that through life he still would guide me into truth 1 and guard me
from evil, even until I should join him in the mansions of bliss.
Why, too, should I have forgotten that which he had so often
told me, that thousands of angels are ever watching over and
guiding the frail sons of men ! He appeared to my astonished
eyes so glorious and god-like that in the wonder and awe that
took possession of me, I would have worshipped him. But,
divining my thoughts, he said, " See thou do it not. Though my
body there is going to dust, and though now clothed in my
heavenly body, I am still the same. .Hast thou so soon forgotten
the lessons I taught thee? Tum to the old writings that have
often been the subject of our meditation and study, and consider
what they teach, that though man's body goes to the dust
whence it comes, the Spirit rises into the great World of Spiritsgoeth back to God its Creator. Go forth, my son, to the people
of Egypt-the down-trodden and benighted people-and in the
strength of God and this great truth, and which by my appearance
to thee is thus confirmed, proclaim it to them; that so they
may be led to consider what they are, children of the Great God,
who dwelleth not in temples of stone, the work of men's hands,
but who loveth to make His dwelling-place in the hearts of the
sons of men, whose throne is in the highest heavens, and whose
sceptre stretcheth over all the worlds which He hath made, and
which He sustaineth in love and wisdom. Teach them concerning
that heavenly land, only to be gained by those of holy life ; and
that to ensure a happy life beyond, they must live as God would
have them live, fearing Him and loving one another. Teach them
that, in order to be free from the oppression and tyranny of man,
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they must seek for the wisdom and knowledge of the true Godhaving which, they will be free indeed. I have seen my friend
and brother, Hafed. Write to him, and he will show thee that all
I have spoken of is truth, and worthy of thy deepest consideration. I am here in person-it is I, thy friend-my own true self
that now addresseth thee. Therefore, my son, cast aside thy
sorrow, and grieve no longer that thou canst not see me in my old
worn-out casket ; rather rejoice that I have been permitted to
come unto thee in my glorious Spirit-body, to lead thy mind back
to the truth, which thou hadst almost forgotten. Arouse thee !
in justice to thyself and to thy poor fellow-men, go forth to the
great work ; and may the day soon come when light and love and
liberty shall spring up, never more to be cut down, over all the
Earth. Go, my son, and be comforted in the great truth of man's
immortality."
So ended his address. While the words fell from his lips, the
thought came to me, " Am I dreaming? Is it, indeed, my loved
friend and father that stands before me?" I rubbed my eyes, and
still he was there. The beautiful lips smiled on me ; the eyes
sparkled as before when he stood at the great altar. How much
I felt tempted to prostrate myself in worship before him ! His
hands, too, as he laid them gently on my head, looked as real as
those once did that were even then lying cold and stiff in death,
but as they touched me a thrill went over all my body to my
finger ends.
When morning broke, I felt myself a new creature. I went
forth, strong in the resolution to expend all my strength of mind
and body in behalf of the truth, and never cease my work till I
was called home by the Great Spirit to mingle with the blest
above.
(Conlrolltd by HAFED).-Well, you have heard the address of
my friend, and I think he bids fair to manage the Medium. He
will, in due time, be able to give you some account of Egyptian
theology; that is a subject which he understands well. Good-night,
and may the High and Holy Ones of the Most High watch over
you!
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Mv love to you all! I have had the privilege of speaking to you
through this Medium ; and I deem it an honour to be allowed to
use him in this grand work of communion with mortals, to give
expression to the thoughts and feelings of my heart. We of
Egypt, high as we stood in the estimation of others, could not
boast of an elevation equal to yours of the present day. The
world since my time has gone forward in knowledge, both
spiritually and materially ; and still her course is onward, and ever
will be, till the grand union of the nations be accomplished-a
union the great end of which will be man's chief good
But I must continue the narrative of my experiences in connection with the loss of my beloved father-no, not the loss ;-and
yet it was a loss to me, for I had not now his bodily presence open
to my senses. But was he not with me in spirit, and much more
able to aid me? Knowing more than ever he did, he could now
pass impressions on my brain, fitting me by such impressions for
the great work which he had designed me to undertake ; that was
-to go forth amongst the people of Egypt, and proclaim the elevating truths I had received from him. At our last sitting I told
you of the result of his appearing to me in Spirit form. The clouds
which had darkened my mind were dispelled, and once more
the sun broke out on my heart, that had been so sad and downcast
At last the veil of night was drawn aside, and the morning
beams of the glorious luminary of day lighted up the land. I felt
I was not alone : the Spirit of my beloved father and friend was
still hovering near me. He had, while he was in the body, made
me solemnly promise that I should on no account allow the usual
custom of embalming the dead body to take place, but that it
should be at once consigned to the dust, there to mingle with its
native elements. "I have no further use for the frail tenement,"
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he said. " Even as, when I clothe myself in a new garment, I
cast aside the old and worn-out one, so let my old worn-out body
be returned to the ground." Bearing this in mind, when my
brethren proposed to begin the usual ceremonies attendant on
embalming, I said, " No; it cannot be done." " Oh, why not?"
said they, "you know it is quite a part of our system; and, besides, it is surely right that we should honour one so eminent as
he who has been taken away." I told them that I had sworn to
him that I would bury his body according to his desire. Mtec a
long disputation, they consented to take part with me in the work
of laying the dead body in the cold earth, where it might dissolve
into the elements of which it was composed.
What a solemn funeral procession that was, as it slowly passed
over the courts of the ruined Temple of Thebes ! (It was in
ruins because we had no heart, neither had we the means, to re- ·
pair that which had been ruthlessly broken down ; the oppressor's
foot was still on the neck of Egypt. No longer were the hungry
people fed by her ; no longer did she give laws to kings ; for, like
other great nations of the Earth, she, too, had fallen from her high
position, and lay enfeebled in the dust.) Gorgeous trappings there
were none ; no ornamental chest with embalmed body of the deceased ; but, clothed in his white robe, the body was borne along
by the priests, their heads bare and their feet unsandalled, followed by a train of weeping women. As we proceeded, we sung
hymns which had been composed by him whose body we were
carrying to the grave, and when we reached the place of burial, I
bent my knee in prayer to the Great God in the heavens-not now
to Him as behind the veil-ah, no ; for my mind's eye was now
open to behold Him as the Father of All, who was revealed to us
in all his beautiful works in the Heavens above and over all the
Earth. Slowly and sadly we lowered the body into its restingplace ; and while we shovelled the earth back into the grave,
there burst upon our ears a strain of glorious music, flowing, as it
seemed, from the united voices of ten thousand of the heavenly
host Our souls were enraptured by the celestial harmony, as it
filled the air around and above us. We felt, as it were, at the gates
of Heaven. That was the revival of the priests. " Hearken, brother I
Listen to the music!'' "Yes, yes," I responded, "let us join in
the celestial chorus," and our voices and hearts went out in praise.
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That day I spoke with a different tongue. I had been accustomed to go through the temple service by mere rote. But now
my tongue was loosed. I felt an influence upon me I never
felt before. The priests rallied around me, and thus I spoke :
" As Head Priest, here I stand before you, brethren of the
Temple, but from this time henceforth I become a simple man.
No longer shall I bend the knee to Isis; no longer is there to
me a God behind the veil. The Hidden One hath been revealed
Why, 0 why should we longer continue to uphold that which·
is wrong? Let us go forth and proclaim, throughout the land,
that which we know of the True God, of Him who is the
Creator and upholder of all in Heaven and in Earth. This is
the work enjoined on me by him whose mortal body we have just
laid in the dust. This is his command given by himself, when
he appeared to me in Spirit-form last night; and how can I disregard the holy injunction, confirmed as it has just been by the
voices of the Host of Heaven? I dare no longer hesitate. I feel
his Spirit speaking through me; his mantle has fallen on me. 0
that it may also fall on you! Hear me, my friends: We live; we
cannot die ; we but cast off the old garment of earth, never
n:tore to be put on, and clothed anew, we enter into another
and a better sphere of life, in which we will not only rejoin our
dear friends who have passed from our sight, but we shall meet
with our beloved teacher and guide--with Socrates, Solon, Plato,
and the wise and good of all the ages and of all nations, who have
been faithful in the use of the talents committed to their trust.
These men hid not the truth, but proclaimed that which they
knew. Let us, also, go out to the world, and preach love to our
fellows-love to all mankind, as the truth of God; that there is a
life far surpassing this mortal life beyond death, and that that
life shall have no end. I have spoken unto you the words which
I received from our aged father and guide. May we meet him
and all the good and wise in the Great Temple, where all shall
mingle in holy communion of light and love."
In words somewhat similar to those now spoken, I addressed
the company that surrounded me; but I cannot, in present
circumstances do justice to the address.
After the burial, we retired to the temple, there to fast and
pray; and that night, in solemn conclave, we resolved that hence-
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forth our efforts would be put forth to raise up Thebes from her
debased state,-and that a lamp should be lit up within her that
would in due time give light to all around The prospect of
ultimately delivering the nations from the prevailing darkness of
ignorance and idolatry was all the more promising, inasmuch as
we knew that there was One growing up who would yet become
the Great Deliverer of the nations; and that, in Persia, the Chief
of the Magi was also on our side.
We broke off from the old and worn-out and corrupt system to
which we had been attached by many a tie, and formed our- ·
selves into a new school of theology. This party continued for
some time ; but I learned, afterwards, that it did not stand,
having, like many other movements that at first promised well, become corrupt in its course. But the light kindled by Jesus in Judea
still bums on, and will continue.
Though no longer an inhabitant of Earth, I am still animated
by the same desire to help on the great movement, by which the
darkness and misery of men shall be swept away, and truth and
love be established over all and in all. 0 for that good time
-would it were come I Is there the same spirit now animating
those who profess to be followers of Jesus? There are, I know, a
few of Earth's sons toiling hard in the wide field of the world,
but so very few, that the time of deliverance is yet far off.
But you are men who, like me when in the body, have cast
aside some of your old ideas, and the light begins to twinkle. See
that your light increase in strength and brightness: and this will
be the result if you be true to your convictions. Fear not, though
your fellow-men shoot at you the galling arrows of scorn and
ridicule ; but, despite scorn, malice, and persecution, boldly proclaim the truth of Spirit Communion. Endeavour, by all means,
to commend your doctrines to others, by lives of purity and
goodness. Without this you will fall ; with it, and the asked-for
blessing of the Great Father, in the gift of His ministering Spirits,
who, standing around the throne of the Prince, are ever ready to
do his pleasure, your eyes will soon behold the blossoming fruits
of your labours.
May the Great Spirit, our Father, who upholdeth them all by
His wisdom and power, bless you I
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AFTER my venerable father and guide had left me to enter the
better land, he had, in the course of his Spirit communications,
endeavoured to impress on me the necessity of going out to my
fellow-men with the message he designed me to deliver. The
true worship, he said, was not confined to temples made with
mortal hands, but it might be seen wherever an honest soul
breathed out a prayer, whether under the broad and beautiful
canopy of the sky, or in the humble dwelling of the poor. He
told me that, beginning amongst my own countrymen, I should
go forth unto other nations, and proclaim freely all that I had
received concerning man's immortality-the life of the Spirit
beyond the river, and the relation in which man stood towards
God and his fellow-man. (You must remember that, at the time
of which I am speaking, Jesus had not begun his great work in
the neighbouring country of Judea, and we knew not of some of
the great doctrines that he afterwards taught : so that I was only
under the spiritual guidance of my deceased master.) " No
longer," said he, " must you bow down before the idols of Egypt,
nor do homage to the Great God behind the veil, for has He
not been revealed in all His glory of light and love? And as the
bright beams of the Sun warm the Earth, so will the knowledge
of God's love open the hearts of men to the truth."
At that time morality was at a low ebb amongst the higher class
of Egyptians, and he showed me that, on this account, my mission
must extend to them as well as to the poor, ignorant, and degraded
sons of toil I was to lift up my voice against oppression, and
denounce the robbery and tyranny that prevailed, urging them to
set free their slaves from the galling chain, and no longer keep
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them grinding at the wheel, inasmuch as they were all the children of the same Father: high and low, rich and poor, learned and
ignorant, they were all the offspring of the Great Spirit ; and
that, by doing so, they would not only be doing that which was
right and just in itself and in the sight of Heaven, but they would
find that, in treating their slaves as men, they would have better,
more trustworthy servants.
Now for me, a single man, to undertake this mission, to go out
to the people of Egypt and proclaim such doctrines, was a task of
some difficulty, even confining my attention to the ignorant and
degraded of the land ; but to utter these truths in the hearing of
the higher classes was to bring on me their bitter wrath. I was
not afraid, however, of the consequences, and I felt eager to begin
the work. Well I knew that, though left alone without a roof to
shelter me, the Great Father would protect me from all ill, and,
if need be, shelter me even under the trees of his own beautiful
creation, and as He had fed the Hebrew prophet by the ministry
of the ravens of the desert, even so would He provide for me.
Conscious of Spirit-presence to aid me in my effort to do
that which I deemed my duty, I feared nothing, but went forth
and spoke as I was commanded. I went up even to him who
was the head ruler-spiritually and temporally-of the nation,
and told him, with all boldness, that the time had come for the
deliverance of the people from ignorance and slavery. Why
should he, the Sovereign ruler of Egypt, and the religious guide
of the people, sit unconcerned while those committed to his charge
by the God of Heaven groaned under oppression? Break asunder
(I said} the bonds of the enslaved and let them go free-free as
God had made them I It was enough. I might as well have
appealed to the flinty rock. My mouth was stopped. "Darest
thou, a priest, thus speak to me-me, thy Prince and Head?"
Turning to his attendants, he said-" Seize him, and bind him
fast." I was quickly bound, and in tones of contempt, he exclaimed-" And who art thou that interferest with the government
of the land? Why shouldst thou not be as the rest?" " Be as
the rest !" I cried-" to cheat, to lie, to rob and wink at the
deeds of the tyrant robbers,-to snatch the last bite from the
mouths of hungry orphans-to greedily grind the people to the
dust? Rather choose I to be entombed in your foulest dungeon.
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There, I know, I shall have higher company about me, than were
I elevated to an earthly throne. Do your worst! God will
protect me."
Bound hand and foot with heavy chains, I was cast into a
loathsome dungeon. But nothing of all this could bend my will,
nor break my spirit For even in that dark and lonesome prison
house, I could hold sweet intercourse with the messengers of
Heaven. I repined not, neither raved I as a madman over my
lot, but, bending low, I prayed to the Great and Good Spirit, the
Creator and Sustainer of all, to send His holy messengers from
His throne in the Heavens, to be near to me, and to bear me up.
While thus I prayed on the cold floor of the dungeon, the massive building was rent asunder, and looking up in amazement at
the shock, I beheld the silver moon sailing aloft over the blue
and star-spangled vault of heaven: As I thus looked, there descended a flood of light so dazzlingly bright and glorious as at
once to close my natural eyes ; but the inner eye was open, and I
saw thousands of angels around me. It seemed as if the whole
assembly were there to give me consolation, while one of them
unloosed my cruel bonds. Then I felt borne away, and when I
opened my eyes, I found myself alone in a desert place.
In all this my heart was strengthened; my faith in the Spirit
World and everything good was confirmed and increased I
went out on my mission with renewed vigour, more determined
than ever to bring Spiritual realities to bear on the hearts of men,
and to lift up my voice in denunciation of idolatry and the debasing fables of Egypt, printed on her walls, the words of men,
but not the truth of God
And now I would speak a few words to you as men still in the
mortal body. Seeing you have faith in Spirit communion, work
without wavering, and you will have all the help we can
give. When I was in the body, I was enabled to do many
wonderful works. I healed the sick, and even raised the dyingnot, remember, by any power of mine ;-ah I no,-but through
the power of those who surrounded me, the Spirits of the good
and wise,-and not even by any power in them ; for such power
is the gift of the Great Spirit, and we are but the channels for its
conveyance to you. See, then, that ye too become fitting
instruments of use in the hands of the Spirit for doing good to
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your brethren around you. Beware how you walk before men,
for there are many looking on. Be faithful and honest in that
which you hold to be true; and be not afraid to declare the truth
you have received in the ears of your fellow-men. Never forget
that the eyes of Jesus and the whole Spirit World are on you
when you think not Ever hovering around you, they behold
your every action ; and if but one false step be taken, that will
stand against you when you pass from the mortal to the immortal.
It will assuredly take away from your position in the Spirit World.
It may, by you, be reckoned a small item, but small as you may
deem it, it may cost you much here. There are some Spirits who
speak lightly of certain acts-crimes I call them, against both
God and mao-as being done thoughtlessly, and not likely to be
accounted for. Beware of such Spirits; they are not speaking for
your good-they a.re not what they profess to be-good Spirits.
Heed not such, but walk as Jesus walked-ever striving to do
all you can to bless your fellow-men, never to injure them. By
doing so, you will do all that is required of man by the Great and
Good One, our Father. Then, when you come here will your
path be strewn with palms ; then will the very trees of the Spirit
World clap their hands in joyful welcome, and with gladness and
song will the blessed usher you into the mansions of the happy
land.
·
When we meet again, I shall try to give you something more of
my mission work. It may be of use to you, even though it come
from one whom you may have been taught to call a heathen.
.Did the other priests adhere to you tit your work of riformati(m .t
I will explain. The priests of Egypt were supported by a tax
on the land-holders, who were grievously oppressed by such burdens. These priests were the lords .;f the land, and possessed
great riches, and you may easily imagine that it required great faith
in them to leave their wealth, and begin to fight against the corrupt
system by which that wealth was obtained. I fear it would be
the same in your day. A few of the lower orders took part
with me. We went out to the work depending on the Great God,
our Father. If we got a meal in the morning, we were as sure
of it in the evening; and we were always sure of a roof to shelter
us at night, even though that were but a tree of God's own
planting. [Bmedidion.]
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"Intelligence"-Ignorance the Cause of Evil. Qrgs/wns : Punishment of
Sin-Idolatry in Egypt, its Cause-Spirit-influence not always to be
depended on-An Invocation.

Goon evening, my friends.-This evening I will give you bits
from a discourse I delivered to my countrymen when I began my
work of reformation in Egypt These may still be of service ;
for though you live in what you would term an advanced period
in the history of the world, you have not gone so far into our old
modes of thought as you fancy you have done. We may be
accounted old and worn-out in our religious ideas, and you may
imagine that you are now far in advance of us. It is not so. In
the matter of science, you are doubtless in advance; but in
theology, your progress has been very little indeed: you are but
imitators of the ancients.
I feel a degree of difficulty in reproducing these. discourses.
I do not get my ideas conveyed to you exactly as I want
them-depending as I do on the translation of the Medium, who
is liable to go wrong now and again. For this, however, neither of
us is to be blamed. He may err in translating us, and we may
misapprehend your questions and give you incorrect answers. It
would be much better had we the language. But, on the whole,
we do wonderfully well . It was somewhat in this fashion I
spoke :"Fellow-countrymen, hearken unto me. You have long known
me as a priest-as one who has gone out and in amongst you ;
and my character is well known to you all. But here I stand
this day to declare to you that henceforth I am no longer a
priest. My eyes, once closed, are now open to see the monstrous
idolatry and absurdity of our temple service. At these altars on
which we kindle fires and bum incense and offer up sacrifices to
gods of stone and wood-gods of iron, of silver, and of gold-at
these altars no longer will I serve ; to such senseless forms o f
beast, bird, and reptile, will I no longer bend my knee in wor-
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ship; no longer can I look upon them even as symbolical representations of what has been called the attributes of the Great
God ; for he whose eyes have been opened to all this delusion
and absurdity can never be satisfied with such an excuse. Our
whole religious system is corrupt, and cries aloud for reformation.
"Our ancient records go far back in the history of the world :
even down the long ages to the formation of the Earth by the
fiat of the Great and Mighty God, the Creator and the Sustainer
of all things in Heaven and in Earth. But who amongst the
sons of men can say, God is like this, or God is like that?
Not one. We can form no conception of his shape, or form. He
is above and beyond all form. He is INTELLIGF.NCE.
" In the sacred writings of the nations- Egyptian, Persian,
Hebrew-various attributes have been ascribed to the Great
Spirit, such as Omnipotence, Omniscience, Foreknowledge, Justice, Truth, Love, Mercy, and Goodness. These, and many
more beside, have been spoken of as belonging to God ; and
men, led away by their own conceits, and false conceptions of
the Great and Infinite One, have symbolised these attributes in
the forms of birds and beasts and crawling reptiles ; and the
people, having little knowledge of symbols, and no one inclined to show them a better way, have fallen down and worshipped these as gods-the senseless blocks of wood and stone
and metal! Away with it altogether! How long shall we
tolerate such a system? God is One. He is complete. He is
Intelligence. These so-called attributes are but the conceptions
of man ; they are not of God. Finite men, for their own convenience, have used these terms, and spoken in such a way as to
lead others to imagine a God divided. But He is one-Intelli ·
gence. And being so, He is the All-Powerful-the All-Wisethe Ali-Good-the All-Loving-the · All-Merciful-the All-Just
God Where all is Good, there can be no such thing as evil.
Where all is Truth, there can be no lie. There can be no evil
existing with Infinite Intelligence. Evil is the result of man's
ignorance. 'Why, then,' you say, 'create man in ignorance?'
Because it is decreed by our Creator that we should acquire
knowledge by the exercise of the powers He has granted us.
Man is not born wise and good and loving, but he is born with
all the faculties by which he may, during his lifetime, become
wise and good. There can be only one All-Powerful Being-the
One Perfect Intelligence, from whom we spring, and of whose
nature we are partakers, but in a finite degree : and it is our duty
to grow in likeness to Him. But ah l how unlike are we to the
Great Spirit-the Ever-Living God, whose goodness, whose light
flows out to all eternally ! It goes far beyond all that we can
conceive.
" Think not that I mean to say there is no such thing as sin.
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I do not contradict myself. It 'I make a bargain with a man,
and afterwards break the contract, I sin against that man-1
injure him; and by all that is just, I must account for it The
sin-the injury is done to my neighbour ; but I must account to
the Great Intelligence for that sin. I must be judged, and
suffer I must, even though I should wander in Hades for thousands of years.
" Seeing we have been endowed by the Great Creator with
powers so great, let us do our duty in respect to our fellow-men
wherever we go and at all times. Let us try to raise the fallen ;
to give a helping hand to those who are down-trodden; to feed
the hungry and clothe the naked ; and by every means let us
seek to dispel the darkness of ignorance by imparting to others
that light which we ourselves possess. It may be we can give but
a dim light, but if but a spark let it be given, so that it, in time,
may lighten up the benighted ones around us.
" Now, brethren, if you are convinced that I am speaking
words of truth-truth worthy your acceptance, and still refuse to
accept it, you are responsible to the Great Spirit, the Father and
Creator of All. Think not that He will fail to call you to account.
Judgment awaits you. Be persuaded, then, to abandon the course
you have hitherto pursued. Cast away these senseless idols; be
men, and acknowledge the Great Intelligent One as your God
and Him only. Thus changed in mind, you will strive to conduct yourselves as the children of God. But if not-if you still
persist in your idolatries, when you come to cross the river, beware! You may be sent back in disgrace in the boat with an ape
at the helm.
All mankind are our brethren-a universal
brotherhood; all are related, as system to system in the starry
heavens : all bound to God the Great Father, the Life-giver, the
Infinite Intelligence."
Such is a reproduction of some bits from my address, as near
as I can manage through this Medium. If you have any questions
put them now.
I am twl sure about1ohat you said in rifermce to sinning agaitul
God atld our neighbour : will you e..-rplain 1

I said-or meant to say-that in sinning against men we might
escape from man's judgment, but we cannot escape from the Infinite Intelligence. We are created ignorant, and that which we
do in ignorance is not reckoned sin. If you place a number of
human beings on an island, totally ignorant, having no knowledge
of God and his laws, what would be the result? All manner of
evil. But would you punish these men and women for their lawless deeds? Could you-dare you? No; assuredly not But,
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on the other hand, were these persons somewhat enlightened, and
conscious that they were doing that which they ought not to do,
you might justly condemn them as worthy of punishment. When
sin is committed, an injury is done to man. You cannot, really,
by sinning, injure God. Still, God will hold you accountable for
all you do against the light of his truth within you. Be assured ot
this.
You said your addresses wue cltidfy delivtred to lite unlearntd or
p()()rtr class of tlte people; if so, was it likely IItty would
fully comprehend suclt a discourse .1

You must understand that we were not like you in our beliefs.
The people of Egypt were generally instructed in many of the
mysteries of the symbolical worship that prevailed under our corrupt system of theology. Great attention was paid by us to the
consideration of the attributes of the Deity; and we (the priests)
studied by every means to represent these attributes by various
animals, so as to convey to the uninitiated some idea of truth ;
but all this would not do; inherently bad from the first, though
containing some truth, such a theology, step by step, led the
people into idolatrous practices in their worship, and in course of
time, long before my day, the whole system had become a mass of
of absurdity and corruption. All this I ·wanted reformed, and,
instead of seeing them bowing down ignorantly to idols, to get
their minds directed to the One Great Spirit, the Maker of all
things, and the only object of man's worship. I was incited to
pursue this course of reformation by Spirit influence, for, as I
spoke to the people, I felt the very words welling up into my
mouth. I know not how this was done, but, conscious they were
not mine, I concluded they were from a high and holy source.
[An expression of acquiescence was made by Mr. Murray.] Yes,
if men would but put reliance at such seasons on the Great
Spirit, rather than dependence on their own mental powers, or on
their knowledge gained by study, the results would be much
greater and more beneficial to their fellow-men. Men sent
by God, and who place themselves under his guidance, need give
no anxious concern as to what they shall say; when in the right
condition, the heavenly help will be at hand. But it will not do
to rely on us in every case ; for in many men this would beget
laziness, and their thinking powers would lie dormant. It is
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man's duty to cultivate every faculty of his nature, and at the
same time strive to have his soul in such a condition that influences from the Spirit World may not be shut out. With us
there is ample room for every thinking being-ample opportunities for the cultivation of his highest nature-for the study of
creation. How often have men made a blade of grass the object
of inquiry and thought, and found their Earth-life too short to
pursue the loved study. Here they will find time ! Here, too,
the honest doubter will find his doubts dispelled-the darkness of
doubt annihilated by the light of truth. It is even good for men
to doubt ; it sets them eagerly on the search for truth, and they
are benefited in the arduous struggle to reach it.
Do you IIQW adlzue to the dodritus you advocated i11 your
discourse!
Certainly; I hold them now. But if I found anything which I
taught on Earth to be discordant with the truths of this life-life
in the Spirit World-! would at once cast it off-not, however,
without first picking out the precious stones from amongst the
rough rubble.
0 great and glorious Spirit, Fountain of all Truth, Source and
Centre of all Intelligence, Creator and Preserver of all things
throughout the wide universe-Our Father, send forth, we pray
Thee, Thy bright messengers to guide and guard these mortals,
our brethren, into all truth. And may their souls' thirst be fully
quenched from the ever-flowing fountain of Thy truth and Thy
wisdom. Depending on Thee alone in their Earth-pilgrimage,
may they, when they pass over to us, be welcomed into the
summer-land, which Thou, 0 loving Father ! hast prepared for
them. Good-night, dear friends, good-night !

~

tgbtietb

~ttting.
26th Odobu, r8;,3.

Extracts from another Old Discourse-The Infinite Intelligence-Creation of
Souls-The "Lesser Infi~it.es '':-The Universe of Worlds-Nothing
Lost-The Human and Dtvme 1D Man-How to overcome Enmity" Why hath Egypt gone back?"-Qursfi<>ns: "Lesser Infinites"-The
Divine Part in Man cannot Sin-An Invocation.

Goon evening, friends.-At the former sitting I gave you por-
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tions from one of those addresses which I delivered to my.
friends and countrymen when setting out on my mission. I had
thrown up all connection with the temple and its idolatrous
worship, so that I might go out unshackled to the world and
proclaim to my fellow-men the precious truth which I had
received. I do not think that it will be out of place to give you,
for a short time, more extracts from these addresses. But, in
doing so, I must crave your forbearance, for I still experience, as
I have already said, considerable difficulty in getting my ideas
conveyed to you through this Medium.
" Brethren and friends-! have spoken to you on the Deity,
the Great and Eternal Source of all Being, whose nature has been
a subject of perplexity to man in all ages. The character of the
Supreme One has been, through ignorance and superstition,
hidden in mystery-buried amid the chaotic rubbish of man's
darkened inind ; to such an extent that, in his search after truth
in reference to God, he· has found himself in a condition of utter
bewilderment. I have endeavoured to say something concerning
what has been called the attributes of the Deity-that these are
all comprehended in the One Great Name-Infinite Intelligence
-and must not be separated from Him, the All-Perfect. I have
also spoken of ignorance as being at the root of sin and misery,
and the cause of man's transgression of Divine law. From that
point I will proceed as far as I possibly can."
It was bold in me, in that place and day, to make the statement, that ignorance was the cause of all the sin and suffering of
mankind ; but so I did. Why should honest, truthful souls stifle
the convictions of the truth which they have received ? I felt I
could not, dared not repress that with which I was burdened. I
felt the pressure of the unseen world upon me, and speak I must.
" Brethren-The truths I have urged on your acceptance, I
dare not reject. If you cannot also accept them, but spurn them
away from you as unworthy your attention, you must abide the
result. You may think I speak without knowledge. Let me be
weighed in the balances ; and if found wanting, cast me off as
worthless, and never more listen to me.
"Now, this Infinite Intelligence, in whom there is combined
all power, wisdom, truth, love, mercy, and justice, created souls,
or whatever you choose to call them, and these he constituted
lesser infinites-beings like unto Himself-all "-(Bear with me
a little, for I am but young in this matter of control. We are
disturbed by the presence of one of another nation, and the
Persian wishes to keep him back.) [After a lapse of a minute he
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resumed]-" This Great Intelligence created lesser intelligences,
who, by conjunction with material bodies, and the discipline
derived from experience in such bodies, might increase in knowledge and wisdom, and, ever progressing in love and truth, soar
higher and higher, back into the bosom of their Father, whence
they came. When created in the long-past ages, Man was
destined to become a partner with the Great Intelligence, for
from Him he sprang." (Interruption.] "These lesser in finites,
though not endowed With omnipotence, had a little of the
Creator's power.
" Let us look at the works of the Great Intelligence. The
universe of worlds, those vast material bodies, were not formed at
once, and sent out by Him on their rolling course : they had to
come through a process of preparation, that in due time they
might become dwelling-places fitted for Man in mortal frame;
even as the Spirits of men need preparation for life in the
Summer-land of the Spirit. Behold that body rushing through
space ! At first it appears but a flickering flame, but onward it
goes in its rapid course till it develops into a ball of fire-a body
really material-not as is our Earth, but a medium as it were
between that which sprang from the Infinite Creator and the first
formation of this Earth. Then we see this fiery, flying ball
attracting and collecting lesser bodies in its course, till it cools
down into that material substance with which we build our
houses and temples.
"In all this wondrous and mighty work of the formation of
worlds, there is nothing lost by the Intelligent Maker. As a wise
mason preserves the chips hewn from the . block of stone, and
turns them to use, even so does the Creator tum to use the dust
of worlds. The grinding of the rocks of the new world goes on,
and slowly but surely the deep dark gorges are filled up. The
thick enshrouding vapours descend, and are welcomed to the
parched bosom of the thirsty globe; and thus gradually doth the
Great God prepare the land for His offspring to enter in and enjoy.
"Now, men of Egypt, seeing that the Great Intelligence has
constituted you lesser intelligences, and prepared for you a sphere
in which you may act as becometh intelligent beings, the offspring
of the Infinite, be ye also creators, not of evil, but of that which
is good. It is for you to beautify the dwelling-place He has
assigned you, by endeavouring so to live that your fellow-men
will be benefited. Remember that the Infinite Spirit created
nothing greater than Man. The meanest of your fellow-men is
therefore greater, nobler far, than the great world in which He
hath placed us. But great and beautiful as is this Earth, it falls
far short of the Heavenly World, where the spiritual origin of all
material things will be fully open to us, and the mysteries that
beset us in our present state will be revealed.
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" I have said that it is because of ignorance that sin prevails ;
for were men to consider whence they come and whither they
are going-to firmly believe that all mankind are children of the
same Great Father, how could they continue to live as they do?
An objector may tum round and say-' How can I love this man
as my neighbour?-he is a monster of wickedness: I cannot.'
But such an one requires to know that the evil displayed is not
of the Divine part, but appertains to the Human. How are we
to overcome enmity in man? We must conquer him by love.
Nothing is stronger than love. Try it. When he offers to strike,
submit to the stroke. You may say, 'Why should an innocent
man not defend himself against insult and injury?' Very true,
were we beings of the animal nature only. But we are the offspring of God, partakers of His nature, and it is not possible to
insult the Divine. How often, when the hand has been raised to
strike, have you been checked in your evil intent towards a
fellow-man, and felt condemned and grieved on account of it I
It was the Infinite-the Divine part-that checked you, that
sat in judgment on the intended evil deed.
"A short time ago, my brethren, I dared not have declared
these truths to you. But now, so precious are they to me that I
would not exchange them for all that Egypt could give me. I
have for ever cast aside as worthless dross the whole system of
the priests. The veil has been rent away, and [ now see Him
clearly who was formerly hid in the obscurity of ignorance, superstition, and priestcraft.
"Look at those records of long-bygone ages, as they are found
engraven on the sacred stones of our ruined buildings, and what
say they? They tell us how the Great One ought to be worshipped-not with the bloody sacrifices of beasts on altars within
the temples reared by the hands of man, but under the open
canopy of Heaven-that is the fitting place to commune with the
Great Spirit.
" Why hath Egypt, that for ages held high rank amongst the
nations of the world, gone back-sunk down even in the mire of
slavery-contentedly bearing the galling chain of the foreign
invader-why ? Because she that once was powerful in her
knowledge and wisdom is now, alas ! in darkness.
" There is one here in spirit now, though you think it not, who
was once loved and revered by you for his acts of goodness and
charity. He has now cast off the human part and become
divine, and will, through me, speak to you of those things which
concern your welfare on Earth and your welfare in the Spirit
World, to which we all must go.
" I have directed your attention to the contemplation of Him
before whom all things are as nothing-the Great Spirit, who
created us and all things. Think of Him also as our Father from
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whom we have sprung, by whose loving heart and strong right
ann we are sustained from day to day ; by whose wisdom and
wondrous goodness all things are beautifully arranged and adapted
to our needs. In all His works we see the finger of the Great
Intelligence. We perceive his handiwork in the formation of
those old mountains by which we are surrounded. We see his
Fatherly care in the swelling waters of the river, flooding the hot
and parched soil, and causing the people of the land to sing for
joy and gladness, assured that for them and for their children
there is yet food in the storehouse of the Great Giver.· Even in
the desert's barren waste we may see his Almighty hand at work.
Under those sand-hills lie buried the cities and temples and
monuments of the long past ; amongst these the bodies of our
forefathers lie entombed-preserved, as we have been taught, in
order that the former tenants may the more easily resume their
old habitations of clay. Believe it not, my friends. These
shrivelled bodies-these skeleton forms of former generationsshall. never more become the dwelling-place of the spirit of man.
Leaving this body, we leave it for ever, and man, free from the
material casket, finds that he has a body incorruptible, that needs
no preserving-that liveth for ever an inhabitant of higher regions
-a dweller in the green gardens of the heavenly paradise. The
Great Father leaves us not homeless wanderers when we pass
away. Ah, no ! Earth passes away, and we are ushered into the
home of the Summer-land-the place provided for us by His allwise appointment. Think not, I entreat you, that this is some
flight of my imagination ; nay, my friends, it is real-it is substantial. In that lovely land, the home of the Spirit, are fruits of
finest flavour; there the fields are carpeted by flowers of the most
gorgeous colours, their exquisite fragrance perfuming everywhere
the heavenly atmosphere ; there, too, are swelling rivers and
fountains, and lakes of crystal waters ; there the mighty forest
trees excel in beauty and strength those of Earth; and, indeed, all
that is grand and beautiful here exists there in grandeur and beauty
far, far surpassing. And all this, my friends, hath been provided
for us-provided by the Great and Good Spirit for all who will
seek, by well-doing here, to enter in.
" Look abroad over this Egypt, famous amongst the nations for
wisdom ! Where now are her temples of wisdom-those stately
buildings, the wonder of the world -with all their precious gems
of lore, the hoarded treasures of the ancient sages? Alas I our
temples are in ruins, overthrown by the ruthless invader, and our
stores of wisdom burnt to ashes. But in that land, the glorious
home of the Spirit, the temples stand for ever, and there the
records are ever-abiding-time dimmeth them not, neither can fire
consume them.
" And where now are all the mighty builders of those vast
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monuments, the long dynasties of the Rulers of Egypt? Their
names and deeds are lost amidst the ruins of the structures they
raised Where is she who bore sway over this land-who, by her
blandishments, led captive the captains of Rome? Ah, where
shall the Spirit of the woman who robbed God of his gift of life
find a home ? She cannot enter into the blest abodes of the
just, but throughout the dark regions of the Spirit World must
she wander and grope, in anguish and solitude, till the light
breaks in on her darkened soul. Let us not forget that our bodies
are not our own ; we are but tenants of these fleshly habitations,
lent to us by Him who formed them. He who wilfully destroys
the building of the Great Owner, will most certainly suffer the
punishment due to him who robs God.
"And where are those great and good laws, under which our
land prospered in past times? The law of sword and flame in the
hands of cruel and lawless tyrants, prevails over Egypt Men of
blood, how shall ye account for your deeds of wickedness? They
cry aloud to Heaven for recompense; and the Great God heareth !
Be sure His ministering Spirits are ever ready, and will not withhold their mighty arm-ye shall reap as your wicked hands have
sown.
" But, brethren, though ye are now groaning under the cruel
yoke, I do not call on you to lift your hands in rebellion.
Though I myself have had to bear the weight of the tyrant's
hand, and been thrust into the deepest dungeon, yet would I
leave my cause to be redressed by the hand of the Great God,
who knoweth all. But this I do : I call on you to shake off
those heavy, soul-enslaving fetters of superstition that bind you to
an idolatrous system. Submit no longer to be dictated to by
others, but look to yourselves. When you come to stand before
the Great Judge, you will have no priest to stand in your room :
you must stand for yourself. By your own doings will you be
judged at the bar of the All-righteous Intelligence, who knoweth
all things.
" In a short time I leave you-leave the land of my birth. I
cast myself from her and go forth to the barbarians. In parting
from you, my brethren, I call upon you to lay to heart the words
I have spoken. Do justly one to another. Give the same love
to your neighbour as you give to yourselves; so that when we
pass away from Earth we may meet each other in the better land
beyond : a land in whose blissful fields the inhabitants dwell in
peace and love and purity, their full hearts drawn upward in
praise to Him from whom cometh all goodness and truth, and by
whose loving care the Garden of the Universe has been provided
for the Spirits of men. In the grand and everlasting temples of
that glorious land, may it be ours to sit at the feet of the wise
and good of all ages, hearkening with them unto the words of
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truth which fall from the lips of the messengers of the Great
Ruler.
"But now I go to Judea, preaching as I go the truths I have
delivered to you ; for in that land there is one who was once a
little child in our midst : one who is great amongst the Princes
-Of this world ?-ah, no ! He ranks not with the tyrants of
Earth ; he is not here to take part with the oppressors of the
poor and defenceless. But he has come to set the people free :
to give liberty to the captives who have been bound down under
the galling bondage of priests and kings ; and this will he do by
getting the blinded people to open their eyes to the light of his
truth, when they will see that the only way to freedom-to true
and everlasting liberty, is to become the devoted servants of the
One Great Ruler, the Mighty Intelligence, the Great God-our
Creator."
If you have questions to ask, I am ready to answer.
Dots not tlte Medium mistranslate you when lte speaks of " lesser
infinites" 'I
No, the Medium has just given the idea I wanted to convey
to you. You cannot limit Spirit It is infinite.
I suppose you mean /!tat lite inner part of mall is derna/1
Yes ; Man is a part of the Great Spirit
Tlten, may we 1101 speak of all things as elemal-lltat is, that
Malter as 1udl as Spirit is dernal 'I
Were we to enter into that subject, I fear we might lose our·
selves. But you cannot get something from nothing. I know
but little; but my idea is (and remember it is only mine) that the
Great Spirit cannot exist alone ; that with Him there has ever
been, and ever will be, a forthputting of His wisdom and power.
Weighing cautiously, we perceive that all forms of existence now
before us are but re-creations from other forms or bodies that
once existed.
If, as you say, tlte tiifinite part of ma11 cannot do evt1 here, what
part of ma11 is it thai suffers for the evil committed by him .1
Now, I know not whether my Persian friend has given you his
opinion on this subject ; but I will give you mine. I consider
man to be a triune being : three persons, as it were-the Animal
body, the Spirit body, and the Infinite. Three in one while on
Earth; but, entering the Spirit World, he is but two-the Spirit
body and the Thinking part ; so that if suffering must be, it is
endured by the Spirit-body ;-the Infinite cannot suffer.
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Good night I And may the Great God watch over you, and
'grant you every thing needful and best for you in your pilgrimage on Earth ; and when you come to cast aside the covering
of Earth, may His ministering angels welcome you to the land of
light and love, where the ever-beautiful trees tune their myriad
ton~es in praise of the Great Intelligence-where the crystal
waters, as they flow over their rocky beds, ripple out their harmonies-where the grass of the ever-green fields, in tiny voice,
waves out its song-and where, even from the mountains and
crags, come forth tones of sweetest music-all, all in harmony,
lifting the souls of men nearer and nearer towards the U napproachable, the Great Source of Light-Infinite Intelligence.

22nd Nov., I87J·
Hermes on Self-culture-Study of Nature-Man may continue his studies in
the Spirit World-Man's greatness-Ignorance and conceit- Much in
little-Nature at work for man~An appeal-From Matter to SpiritNothing lost-Wisdom of the Creator-An Egyptian Illustration-Nature
cleaning her teeth-Gifts spumed-Hermes on Hero Worship-Man "a
strange creature "-Ambition.

Goon evening, my friends.-! knew you expected us to-night,
although we made no arrangement to meet We are always prepared, and well would it be were man ready for every exigency.
One endowed with the glorious gift of reason should use the gift.
He should not let it lie dormant within him, but, by careful
training, raise it to maturity. He should so exercise his powers of
reason as never to be taken at disadvantage-prepared at all times
to think and act Look at him as a child. Were he to continue
in a state of ignorance, sad indeed would be the result when he
grew up to manhood Hence the anxiety of parents or guardians
that the little ones be instructed. First, the parents instil into
the opening mind the simplest lessons; then the schoolmaster
gives more ; and as he grows up, he begins to tutor himself, in
order that he may be able to act the part of a reasonable being
amongst his fellow-men, as a seeker after truth.
2D
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This world of yours, with all it contains, is no small, insignificant ball : there is enough on it and in it for you to look at, and
to furnish you subjects of study throughout countless ages. Lift
your eyes towards the summits of those mountains, and observe
the fleecy clouds floating above them, pregnant with moistureHeaven's rich provision-ready to descend and bless the thirsty
ground, that it may produce all the beauties of summer in forest
and in field, and make the Earth a garden of roses. But, alas !
how often is all this unheeded by man ! There is enough in the
simplest flowers that bedeck the wayside to engross the attention
of the earnest student of nature for a lifetime. Aye, he may
carry his investigations even into the Spirit World; for here,
also, in the bright world whence we come, the ardent searcher
will have ample opportunities for the pursuit of knowledge. With
us he will find trees, with their beautiful fan-shaped leaves, breathing out their songs of praise to the Great Creator. And here,
too, his enraptured eyes will rest on the waters rushing down in
tumultuous silvery cataracts from the mountains, and in their course
forming flowing rivers or rippling rivulets, making music as they
run ; and thus the waters likewise speak to the creature of the
Creator. Here in this land of light and love-the home of the
blessed-all things utter their praise in floods of glorious harmonies, inconceivable to mortal man. Ah, how rich the store
laid up for thee by the Great Spirit, thy Creator. Oh, man !
great art thou in thy origin, great in thy privileges ! All things
are put under thy feet The fowls of the air, as they fly aloft on
feathery pinions : the beasts of the field and forest, and the finny
tribes of the great sea are servants unto thee !
·
And yet, with all this wealth of nature, made over to man by
the Great and Good Spirit, how often do we find him buried in
ignorance, blind to Heaven's great gifts, or shutting himself up,
as it were, in a granite castle of conceit-thus thrusting out nature
and her glories from his contemplation ! Oh, my friends, beware
of this. Be not ye slothful ; be not conceited like some, who
think they have all knowledge; but ever seek, by diligent study,
to rise higher and still higher in knowledge of the works and ways
of the Great Intelligent Mind, whose might and wisdom sustain
the universe. There is not one single thing on which your eyes
may rest, beneath your notice-everything is worthy of investiga-
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tion. Even the atom of sand, one of the countless millions on
which you daily tread, demands attention. Take it up, examine
its form; see how beautifully it is cut ! Lift a handful, observe it
carefully, grain after grain, and you will find that all have been
chiselled out by the same Wise Hand who formed the rolling
worlds-the Great Intelligence. Though now seemingly insignificant, these tiny atoms once formed a portion of the mighty rocks
of your Earth. How did they become sand ? Nature has been
at work, and by means of her great machine, Time, these flinty
rocks of granite have been ground down-and all this that the
Earth may be a fitting dwelling-place for man.
On the surface, and deeper down, you will find hard rocks-a
mixture of the remains or atoms of various other rocks that must
have endured for ages as solid bodies, before they were reduced
to those fragments which you now observe in the conglomerated
masses around you. Again, on the banks of a stream, or in some
deep basin, you will find beds of clay, the accumulation of ages
of dust, by which man is enabled to form those useful utensils
for holding water, and from which he makes bricks also for the
erection of houses. In other parts you find the dust of ages hardened
into layers of slate and pavement, and these, too, man can and
does tum to m;;e. And so the process goes on and on-ever
going on-grinding down the rocks to sand in the great mill, and
the dust which flies off in the work forming soil for man, that the
Earth, his material dwelling-place, may become more and more
beautiful and useful to him. All this is done for man : the flowers
blossoming in beauty and fragrance; the forests and fields clothed
in variegated tints; the life-giving, refreshing waters, welcomed by
the thirsty land; the cooling, strength-imparting breezes; the
stones which form his dwelling-house, and the metals which supply him with tools; the precious stones that bedeck the crown of
the monarch-these, and a thousand beside, are gifts for man.
0, highly favoured man ! Child of the Infinite Intelligence,
be not unmindful of thy great origin. Why shouldst thou be
taken up with the fleeting sensual pleasures of Earth-thou, the
offspring of the Eternal Spirit? It cannot, must not be. Thrust
them aside, as things beneath thy dignity, and walk thou in the
paths of wisdom. Strive to obtain knowledge, for that is a treasure that can never be taken away from thee. This is what the
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Great Spirit desires of thee. But, alas I thou wilt not. After
mummery and priestcraft wilt thou go, neglecting, in thy folly, to
work in the great laboratory of Nature, where knowledge may be
found by all who diligently search for it. Seek earnestly after
knowledge on Earth, whilst thou hast the means, and what thou
findest of Nature's hidden treasures on Earth, that shalt thou
retain here; for all things in the material world are but representations of their realities in the world of the Spirit. • . .
The metals and minerals of Earth, the gold and silver, the lead
and iron, the free-stone, slate and clay (which in the Spirit World
are all in a purer and better state)-put them all into one great
crucible, one great furnace of fire, and what do you find? All
these varied metals and minerals have become one article-charcoal Dissolve this charcoal, and what have you? Gas, or what
may be called the spirit of matter. That spirit passes from you
to us, and returns to you day by day as ether, once more to perform its work in the uprearing of material substance. It passes
away from Earth, pursues its ~ourse, and returns again,-but
nothing is lost in the process. There is nothing lost-no, not an
atom.
Were man but to read and study the open Book of Nature, he
would not go away empty; he would find food for eternity. He
would acquire knowledge that would enable him to pursue the
delightful study in his visits to other worlds, greater and more
beautiful than yours. . . .
Man, with all his powers of reason, may well take a lesson from
the smallest creatures of the animal world. Behold the industry
and forethought of the tiny ants I With what care and design
they labour towards the accomplishment of their work I Ah, if
man would but look and attentively consider the habits of these
members of the animal kingdom, and be taught by them, it would
be better for him. Doubtless he is great, and this greatness may
be seen in the fact that in his bodily and mental constitution you
will find all the various characteristics of the lower animals combined. He is a world in himself, and in him you have the nicest
adaptation of part to part, all the members arranged for use and
beauty, in the most perfect order. But over all the works of the
Great Creator there is the same great law at work, even in those
things which appear to short-sighted man evil or undesirable.
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Take, for example, the little bird and the coarsest animal that
crawls, both natives of the land of Egypt You see this great
and uncouth reptile lying in its muddy bed, lazily basking in the
sun, with open jaws ready to devour its prey; and there, also, you
see this little bird fearlessly perch itself on the great jaws of the
monster, and forthwith begin to pick its teeth. The reptile quietly
submits to this treatment on the part of the bird Why? Because
it is thereby performing a work beneficial to both. Corrosion
and consequent destruction of that necessary part of the reptile's
organisation is prevented-the crocodile gets his teeth cleaned,
and the little bird is fed How beautiful the arrangement I
I have heard of philosophers discoursing of volcanoes, storms,
pestilences, and such like, and entertaining the idea that the
occurrence of these showed a lack of harmony in Nature. Ah,
no. When such things take place, Nature is but cleaning her
teeth. You may be sure when such eruptions occur much greater
desolation is prevented. The Earth is but passing through the
crucible of the Great and Holy Spirit, by whose wisdom and
power she is sustained. In Nature there is nothing wastednothing lost. The hard rocks, in the course of ages, waste away
into Earth, but that waste ever going on, slowly fills up the deep
ravines, which in due time become smiling valleys. It is but a
change: there is no destruction! For Earth shall last for eternal
ages-with ten thousand worlds better and larger besides-even
millions of worlds now rolling in space.
Sad is it to think that the Great Creator should lavish so much
on man, and that man should place so little value on that which
hath been so liberally bestowed on him by his Creator. How
many shut the Book of Nature, disdainfully refusing to allow their
eyes to rest on its pages and read the lessons of Truth therein
written by the Great Spirit : some even stoutly denying his very
existence. By acting thus, they class themselves among the
beasts. Alas ! poor men, ye are blind to the fearful reckoning of
the future. As ye sow, so shall ye reap. . . .
I might have been what the world calls a hero, spreading
desolation and death by fire and sword over many a land, and
have had, while I lived, such ruthless deeds set down as noble
and praiseworthy, and, when I passed from Earth, have had my
name and fame perpetuated by a brazen statue or a granite
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monument, erected by a priest-led people. 'But ten thousand
times better to have my memorial deeply carved in the hearts of
living men-to be remembered as one who had sacrificed all that
he might lead them into the paths of truth-that he might impart
unto them a knowledge of Him who is the Maker and Sustainer
of all things. 0 what folly ! And this not even confined to the
priest-ridden and ignorant people, for the same spirit prevailed
among the philosophers of Greece-men whom the ignorant
multitude would have stoned because of their belief in a Spirit
World. Even these philosophers, with all their knowledge, supported or winked at the custom which erected altars to heroes
and unknown gods. And Egypt, my own nation-she that
had been justly celebrated for her supplies of food for the minds
and bodies of other nations--with all her wisdom, exhibited the
same wretched folly. Her oppressed people were kept in ignorance-in spiritual darkness-while a rich and tyrannical priesthood revelled in spiritual light. .
Man is indeed a strange creature ! But why should he unman
himself? Why submit to be led by silly Spirits? Why not
exercise the Divine gift of reason, and be guided by its decisions?
Is not conscience, the Divine Part, for ever seeking to check
him in his foolish, wayward course? And how often do these
angel guardians whisper the truth in accents kind and low into
his ear ! And still he will not-reason, conscience, and ·the
voice of the guardian angel are set at nought, and he becomes
the abject slave of his passions and of every evil influence.
Here is one led into a career of Ambition. He labours-he
toils, that he may obtain a statue in some earthly temple, and he
gets what he has so ardently desired; while his poor body, which
belongs to Nature, is carefully preserved in fine spices, sealed up
-too precious to mingle with common clay-and at last deposited in a marble mausoleum! Away with it, I say. Let my
body return to the dust, and my Spirit go aloft. Such were my
sentiments on Earth, and such are they now.
Good night I May the bright angels of the Spirit of Truth lead
you in the paths of wisdom I
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An address by Hermes on Man-He is complete-The World is a SchoolSudden Death-Man ought to reach to Old Age-A Cure for every
Disease-Good turned to Evil-Nature cures herself-Nature's LessonsGod's care over all-Study of the Stars-Knowledge of the Spirit World
useful.

Goon evening, my friends.-We have met to-night for the purpose of hearing read that which you have recorded of previous
sittings. But before you begin your reading, allow me to say a
few words. At present, we find we are losing our control of the
Medium. So much does he seem to be affected at times that his
nervous system becomes somewhat unfitted for our use, and we
do not get fair play. Consequently, if you find the words to-night
not as they should be, you must excuse me and forgive him.
However, I will endeavour to do what I can on the subject of
"Man, and what he ought to be."
Man, as an individual, is complete in his organisation, physically and spiritually, adapted for existence on Earth and also in
Heaven. This will be questioned by some, who will be ready to
say-" There are many men diseased in body, and many arc
deranged in mind : how, then, can your statement be true of such
persons?" To this I reply-Even in these cases the man is
complete. Though cramped as a tenant in his house of clay, he
is still a man. It is no fault of his that the animal part inherited
by him is defective, and unsuited to the full growth and exercise
of his faculties. There are so many things on Earth that tend to
hurt or destroy the material body that this need excite no wonder.
The man may be born into a diseased body-born an idiot; he
may be caged in a house not fit for a human being to live in; but
quit of that body, what happens ? There was no room in that
ill-fitting tenement for the development of the bodily and mental
powers of the real man. But once quit of it, see how the organs
of the Spirit begin to work, to expand ! That poor idiot of the
Earth-life is now, as a little child, introduced into Spirit-life: there
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is no hindrance to his development-the real man speedily shows
himself; there is nothing standing in the way of the manifestation
of the powers with which all alike have been endowed by the
Great Spirit, our Creator.
Those who, by perverse habits and gratification of animal
passions, bring on themselves disease and deformities of body,
and thereby hinder development, you will find to be as complete
as they who conduct themselves aright In thousands of instances
man becomes his own destroyer; still, the man is there. U oforeseen accidents take place, by which certain portions of the head
or brain are injured or destroyed ;-that part through which light,
intelligence, is reflected on the inner man is so much injured that
all becomes a blank to the Spirit · He cannot, in such a case, be
blameable : it is an accident which he could not avoid But the
moment the man is free from those injured organs, on which he
was dependent in Earth-life, a grand panorama opens up before
him, and as if painted by nature herself, on which is clearly
depicted all that transpired during that living death ; for though
the body still lived, it was death to the Spirit, being deprived for
the time of the use of the material organs.
How careful, then, ought you to be in your behaviour! As our
Persian friend says : The world is a great school in which mankind are placed as scholars to gain a knowledge of themselves,and, above all, a knowledge of the Great Creator and his worksto learn, in truth, how they the lesser infinites should prepare to
meet the Great Infinite-the Great Intelligence. But, alas ! how
many continue slothfully to slumber over or waste thoughtlessly
their appointed time on Earth-for sixty, for eighty years ! What
have they, as immortal beings, done to provide for the future life?
Have they ever in their whole course even once thought about it?
Have they, as scholars in the great school, applied themselves
to the acquisition of knowledge? Have they sought after that
wisdom, the possession of which would have made them better,
happier men? No! Again, how many have rushed madly on
in a riotous course; shutting their eyes to the future, they have
sought happiness amid scenes of wantonness and revelry-fulfilling
their lustful desires with the harlots of Earth ; destroying, in their
reckless pursuit of the phantom pleasure, their own bodiesdestroying that noble work which they never can set up again,
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which no one can make-bone, nor flesh, nor spirit-the handiwork of the Creator. And yet, how very little care men bestow
on it I
And so the world goes on : all seeking after ease, happiness, or
enjoyment But, see I yon robust youth is suddenly taken away.
You ask why. "Why is he not spared to be an old man and fill
up the measure of his years?" There is a cause why the stalwart
young man is cut down. There is no effect without a cause.
" But," say you again, " if pestilence come upon us, and sweep
off its thousand victims, how can men help it?" Men can help
it ; there is a cause, but in his heedless, slothful ignorance, he will
not, he cannot see the remedy. Man can and he ought to live
the age chartered to him-even to the advanced stage called
second childhood, but with a spirit fully ripe by a life of culture.
At such an age, he leaves the Earth with honour, and is ripe for
the life beyond: for with all the apparent lack of memory in the
case of the aged, there is nothing lost; his acquisitions of knowledge, which seemingly have fled from his mind, are all stored
up, ready to be revealed when he enters the Spirit World See,
therefore, that you acquire knowledge ; for once got, it is yours
for ever-no one can take it from you.
It is man's duty to care for his body, the gift of the Great Spirit,
so that when pestilence comes, it may pass over him. There is
no evil without its remedy; and the Great Creator has appointed
a cure for every disease that afilicts humanity, even though the
disease should have been brought on by man himself. He has
endowed man with capacities fitted to discover such remedies.
But man, carried away by the cares, anxieties, and follies of Earth,
forgets ; feeling himself well to-day he neglects to search for the
God-provided remedy, till he is laid on a bed of lingering pain
when it is too late, and suffer he must It might have been
otherwise had he but shown a little more care for his body: had
he purified his skin by frequent washings, and taken less poison
into his system; but he would not And then how often does
man tum the remedies which God has given him into evils. He
begins to use the remedy. He forgets what he is about; he makes
it to suit his palate, until that which was a good gift of God for
the staying of disease, becomes a poison, and opens up the body
to pestilence which pervades the atmosphere. Nature purifies her
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own system by the action of the laws of the Great Creator; for
when out of order, a remedial action takes place, and all that was
impure becomes pure,-that which was out of order comes into
harmony. . . • There are thousands of things by which man
is surrounded that may injure his animal part; this he might know
from careful observation of natural phenomena. In autumn when
the withered and yellow leaf falls from the tree, Nature is throwing
off her old worn-out clothing, and preparing to put on her new
dress in the joyous spring time; but that which is thrown off must
be avoided-it is corrupt, decaying matter, and hurtful to man.
Being endowed with reason, man is left to take care of himself, to
avoid all corruption, especially the impurities thrown off from his
own system, if he wants to retain strength and beauty. What man
has to do for himself, Nature does for the plant Man may learn
many grand lessons in the school of Nature, were he not cramped
and confined by persistently adhering to evil habits and customs.
When children you are shut up in a school-house; and there
methods are frequently adopted altogether unfitted for the proper
development of the Spirit It was not so in Egypt. Children
were taught in the open air, and had their lessons from the objects
around them, natural and artificial, and for writing they had the
ground to learn on.
The Great Spirit has provided thousands of angels to educate
man, and there are thousands of objects around him from which
he might acquire knowledge, but he heeds them not There,
near the wayside, is a tiny flower, a mere speck, so small that the
human eye can scarcely discern it It is trodden down under the
foot of the passer-by, for he cannot see the little object But
insignificant as it is, there must be a reason for its existence-it
must have a use. I am the offspring of the Infinite Spirit,
the maker of all things. This little flower is also the work of His
hands, and being so it must be there for a purpose: not merely
to bloom and wither and return to dust ; it cannot be to please
the eye of man, for it is such a speck that he sees it not But
man is not the only animal cared for by the Wise Creator and
Preserver : there are other animals possessed of a certain amount
of reason, instinct, or whatever you may choose to call it
See that small creature running along searching apparently for
something-it sees this tiny plant, it eats it. Why? To drive
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away some disorder, that it may live and not die. Thus doth the
Great Spirit manifest his care for the smallest animal even as he
careth for man, who is made in His own image : He neglects
not one-He loveth all and provideth for all But from man, the
lesser infinite, He looks for greater things : Alas ! how often, in
multitudes of cases, doth He look for fruit, and findeth not even
the green leaf.
There are in the Earth-life subjects of study little thought of,
well worth the consideration of every intelligent being. Behold
those rolling worlds above and around, sparkling as gems in
the grand blue vault over-arching you, set like so many precious
stones and diamonds in a breastplate. Some are led to consider
the wonders that are comprehended in the grand galaxy of the
skies; and in these you have a subject demanding, and that
continually, your profoundest study and calculation. When, however, you come into the Spirit World there will be no need for
calculations, for you will be able to know at once, for example,
when a comet will make its appearance. . . .
If men desire to know of this Spirit-life, let them not seek after
it as they would seek for play-for pastime. Be active, sincere
in purpose. Ask after that knowledge which you cannot obtain
from mortal men, and you will find it But beware of cherishing
a spirit of frivolity in your intercourse with Spirits, for according
to your state of mind, so will it be-you will assuredly get those
to commune with you who will indulge you in your foolishness ;
indeed, the same law presides on Earth. But if sincerely desirous
of instruction from us, be sure we will come to your help, to
educate you for the life which lies beyond.
When I left the Earth I was in some degree educated for this life;
for I had sought after and obtained that knowledge which elevates
and makes wise the spirit of man; but highly privileged was I, for I
had one for my teacher and guide who was overflowing with know·
ledge, and whose instructions never ceased So that when I
crossed the great river I found that which had been somewhat
dark and dim to me on Earth, clearly defined, chiselled out as it
were, by the hand of the Great Architect of Heaven and Earth.
Oh, all things were beautiful to me, and grand and glorious indeed
wa.S the sight that met my enraptured vision ; all the dimness and
haziness of Earth passed away, and all became bright and cl~
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Glory, glory to the Most High! Then gushed from my heart a
song of praise to Him-my Father, who had bestowed on me the
great gift of reason.
And now, brethren, friends still in the body, I will leave you.
May the blessing of the Mighty One abide on you. May His
ministering hosts, ever ascending and descending on messages of
love, visit you, imparting that knowledge which will aid you in
your life's journey, even as a crutch doth a lame man. May the
hosts of glorious cherubs, the little flower-bearers, the butterflies
of this happy land, cheer and encourage you. And may the
Great Prince, the King of kings, welcome you at last into His
glorious presence.

QEigbtl!-tbitb

~ttting.

27th Datmber, r8;J.
Christmas an ancient festival- -A new mode of communicating-The Medium
on the boundary line-Sees the Great Temple-The land of Love Divine
-No seasons, but changes-A desolate scene-Spirits crossing the Great
Sea-Fear of Death- Man needs Spirit help-Spirit Perception-Angels
ever near-Earthly pleasures evanescent.

[ON being entranced, a few words were exchanged with Jan Steen;
after which something seemed to excite the risibility of the
Medium : his bursts of laughter appeared to be quite uncontrollable, and so violent that tears were seen on his cheeks. This
lasted for six or seven minutes, and at last the Medium managed
to subdue the feeling, and stood up in his usual reverential attitude before Hajtd, the Persian, who, after his usual salutation,
made way for Hmnts, the Egyptian.]
Good evening, my friends.-This night I mean to make a
change to some extent in our mode of communication. Instead
of addressing you through the Medium, I will take him into our
land, and open up to his vision some of its beauties. This will
be an experiment on my part, and at the same time be a change
to him at this festive season, on which Christians put a great deal
of stress, as the time of the year when the Prince was born. But
the season had been observed, ages before his birth, as a great
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festival by many Eastern nations. It was a representation by
Steen, aided by the Indians, of some of the ancient drolleries
peculiar to the season, that caused the Medium to laugh so
heartily. But, as I have said, I will introduce a change to-night.
I will allow the Medium to speak in his proper person. He will
put questions to me, and make his observations on my communications and replies through him. This is the first attempt, and I
know not how I shall succeed, but I will try ; for in an undertaking of this kind there are some things to contend with-some
difficulties to overcome. The Spirit vision of the Medium must
be carried beyond the Earth plane, while he himself still occupies
the body.
[A short pause, during which the Medium looked about him as
in a place strange to him.]

Mdium-What place is this? Where's Steen? Where are you,
Steen-where are·you?
Hmrus-Do you know that gentleman in the chair?
M.-Oh, yes, I do; yes, yes.
H.-And this one here?
M.-1 have seen him before. But where's Steen?
H.-Well, now, who is that gentleman?
M .-Oh, is that you ? [Sltaldng some one by the hand.]
Spirit-We have met before; I have spoken through you.
M.-But where am I? The scene appears strange to me.
H.-Doubtless it is strange. Your eyes have never til1 now
rested on the scene before you. That is the land we dwell in, on
the boundary of which we now stand. See yon mountains towering aloft doing obeisance to their Great Creator. They love us,
these mighty mountains, and we pay homage to them-M.-Surely you don't do that I Why, that would be sheer
idolatry. This seems to me solid earth, too, and there is no
difference that I can see between these mountains and those
of Earth. I certainly love Nature, and delight to wander about
and contemplate her beauties. · But pay homage to mountains I
No, no! I can't see how that is right.
H.- You misunderstand me. I do not mean that we do homage
in the way you think-that we worship them. I honour them as
the work of Him who is the Infinitely Wise Creator, for through
them I see their Maker in all His m1ght and majesty. But look
again. Yonder, from the heights behind flows a beautiful river,
issuing from the Hills of God, on which the Great Temple stands
in all its glory and beauty. Do you see a bright spot in the far~
distance? Keep your eyes on it, and now tell me what you see,.....
"'-
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.M.-Well, if my eyes don't deceive me, I see something like a
building-and it is a very great building. Now I see it bettera grand building it must be. It is capped with gilded domes, and
seems to me covered with precious stones. The domes are like
burnished gold, as when the rays of the setting sun fall on a dome
of glass. 0 how gloriously beautiful I Now I begin to see its
form ; it is that of a Maltese Cross. You should know wlnl.t like
that is-Malta is near enough to Egypt But it may be that you
have not seen one for all that. It is round in the centre, and
circular in a part of the four wings. . . . Oh !-1 see I Is it not
the Great Temple my Persian friend has spoken about?
H-It is the same. The spot whereon your eyes now rest is
the Temple where assemble the Spirits of the wise and good of
the Earth.
.M.-And what name do you give to this place ?
H-This is the land of Love Divine.
.M.-And that beautiful river of clear crystal water : where does
it come from? I think I could spend a summer afternoon looking
at it.
H- The stream proceeds from yonder mountains where stands
the Great Temple.
.M.-And what is its name?
H.-The water of Grace Divine. Now, look I There are the
inhabitants of the land. These are they who have received grace
divine, who live under the sway of the Prince, who meets with
them in that glorious Temple. There he sends forth his messengers of love, and listens to their reports when they return from the
miserable ones in the dark regions. Behold these lofty mountains
-these many-hued, lovely trees-the ever-fresh and beautiful
rivers and rivulets of sparkling, crystal waters : these are not subject to seasons; there are no seasons here.
M.-That's strange. In that case you can have no variety, and
the eye will get tired looking on the same scene?
H-Oh, yes; the eye in such a case would certainly tire. But
look again. You will see the change, but no change of seasons.
That's a change for the wearied eye.
.M.-Iiow is this? Where's the flowing stream-the mountain_
-the trees that made up the enchanting scene on which my eyes
but now rested? I certainly have not moved from the spot, and
yet here is a great transformation, for I see nothing but a barren
waste. This is indeed a change, but not for the better. I have
been in many a place dismal and disagreeable enough, but not
just so bad as this. [The Medium appeared to fie/ cold, shiv"td,
atrd f(l/ded and bullontd his coat ov" his breast.] It's my opinion
you're playing with me. [Brightms up.J Ah, now, this is something like a change I What a glorious p1cture I A great sea shore,
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golden sands, with shells of every tint, and a wide, wide ocean
beyond. Ah, now! this is really grand-a splendid scene.
H.-You now stand on the margin of the Great Sea, referred
to by your Spirit friends; and you see it looks like a mirror of
molten silver, glittering and glorious in beauty-so bright in its
aspect you might think it hurtful to the eye to look on it
M.-Well, no; I don't feel that it is so. It is something good
to look at
H.-It is, indeed, good to look on that mighty and beautiful
expanse of shining waters. Hearken to those melodious voiceshow the sounds come rolling to us over this grand conductor.
Listen ! As each swelling wave breaks on the beach it strikes a
note in harmony with the tuneful voices of the voyagers on the
Great Sea. Here you have nothing to weary the eye or ear, but
everything to lead you to raise a song of praise to the Great
Father of All. Behold ! yonder sails a barge in the distance. It
is freighted with living Souls sailing to the Good Land on the
other side. These are voyagers that never return. We, too, on
this side, will go some time-but not now. The desire sometimes
comes up, but I have work to do that demands my love-work on
behalf of the miserable and wretched wanderers in the gloomy
depths of the lower spheres-to draw them upwards, up to the
light and love of God. These that you now see crossing the
Great Sea are not of Earth; they come from another planet, and
are of an unfallen race, and are now passing from the material to
the spiritual.
M.-Well well, it's all very good, and I should like very much
to stay here ; but, now you must take me back again. [A paust.]
Surely I have been here before. I remember Steen had me here
on one occasion. " Where-where is he ? "
I have thus, my friends, made a fair start in my experiment,
and in due time, by this means, we hope to be able to give you
descriptions of and information concerning this land which we
could not so readily give otherwise : of its appearance, of its inhabitants, and of their occupations. Questions are frequently put
to Spirits : What do you do? How do you live? On what do you
live? and similar inquiries. Seeing that such questions are put,
and will continue to be put, I am persuaded that the method
adopted by me to-night will serve to give you a more distinct idea
of life in the Spirit World than other modes of communication;
and when we become better acquainted with this method, I have
no doubt that some things will be more easily comprehended.
This is the first time I have attempted to take a mortal into this
Spirit World, and I hope to open up to him in this wondrous land,
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things on which no one has ever looked, except those who have
crossed by the river of Death.
Ah, how many mortals are afraid of death, trembling when they
come to the brink of the river, whose waters become to them dark
and dismal. 0 poor mortal, why dost thou shrink ? Fear not ;
beyond these dreaded waters, there is a bright land I Cast from
thee thy cloak, and enter in; become a sharer in all the good
prepared for man in the far past ages by the Great and Good and
Infinite Intelligence.
0 favoured man I to have so much done for thee, and yet so
unthankful-so thoughtless in thy course ; so proud and selfwilled, refusing to be led in the right path. If you but knew the
anxiety felt by thy Heaven-appointed guardians ! Even as a fond
mother watches over the unsteady, wayward steps of her little one,
so do these guardian angels watch over you-for what are ye but
infants, who stumble and fall over the smallest obstacles in your
pathway through life? Would man but consider that we are really
and truly beside him, guarding him from a thousand dangers, unseen by mortal eye, and trying to lead him into the ways of wisdom
and truth I But, alas I how often are we looked upon by multitudes as mere nonentities! Nonentities, indeed I Why, we are
much more substantial than man in his poor, shadowy, materialised
tabernacle.
Were you here, you would soon have your eyes opened to perceive all this. Here all things are open to view. Here you would
soon see our characters. Here there is no hatching of evil deeds
unknown to others. There is no hiding away from public view:
our bosom thoughts are patent to all-our deeds are seen by all
There is no shamming, no double-facedness here ; but each walks
before his neighbour in simplicity and as he really is. We can
see your thoughts ; and, had you Spirit-power, you could read ours.
Do not, then, forget that you have guardians around you, who
are able, and always desirous to bring you into the light, and
guard you from the evil ones that are eager to lead you astray.
And when you come to cross the river, call on us, and we will
guide you over the dark waters to the other side, where many
who have crossed before stand waiting to welcome you into the
homes of the blessed, in which purity and peace, joy and love,
evermore abide.
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Be not enthralled by the pleasures of Earth-those joys which
endure not-which never yet satisfied men. These I esteemed not
when on Earth, for I trusted in the joys of Heaven which I knew
were laid up in store for all those whose hearts were set on truth
and wisdom. When I might have been revelling amid the
delights of the world, I preferred a nobler course-one of privation and danger. I started on my journey in the way appointed,
knowing I would be provided for ; and though sometimes it was
long ere I broke my fast, and with many dangers and difficulties
to overcome, yet was I sustained in my labour. I worked on,
lifting up my voice amidst the people, and telling them of Him
who was the Giver of all good things-till I met with Jesus, my
Prince, and took part with him in the grand work to which he
was devoted, and for which he came-man's deliverance from
darkness and sin. Then I threw away my old cloak and crossed
the river, bounding up the banks on the other side, where I was
welcomed with joy and gladness. May it be yours, my friends,
to receive a like welcome when you quit the mortal body and
enter into Spirit-life. Good night !

Qftgbtp==fourtb

~ttttng.

roth '.J'anuary, r8J4.
Changes-The rise and fall of nations-No fall in Spirit-life-The Prince of
Light-Visions of the Spirit World-The Medium sees a wandering Spirit
-Misconception-The scene changes-In a bog-A lesson-Another
scene-Meets with Hafed and Issha-Explanation by Hafed.

Goon evening, my friends.-! believe this is the first time we
have met since your new year came in. Many years have come
and gone since I left the Earth, and many wonderful events have
occurred, discoveries been made, and reforms accomplished ; and
no doubt nations have risen and fallen, for all have a beginning
and all have an end. It seems to be the design of the All-wise
Ruler that he should build and re-build, but there is nothing lost.
The great machine moves on, while the dust falls from it and disappears ; but it is not lost-it reappears in another form. And so
:ZE
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is it with man's works. So is it with nations : gradually they rise
and come to the top, and fall for another to rise on their ruins.
It is different with us. We have been raised, as it were, from the
very refuse of your globe, and will continue in our upward career
age after age, ever attaining higher points ; there is no calculating
the highest-but ever onward and upward, with no end to time
nor to us,-on, on, through ages on ages.
As I have already said, your globe continues to take on
new forms and features each revolving year. The Sun runs his
course, arid you have Spring, with all its refreshing verdure, to
please the eye ; next come Summer and Autumn, in beauty and
in plenty, and then you are visited by hoary Winter. Nature dies
and lives again in strength and beauty, even as it seems to you
the Sun rises, increases in power, and again wanes and becomes
weak ; but it is always shining, and is thus a fit emblem of the
Prince of Light. 0 man, why will ye not be like unto him?
Become a light in the midst of Earth's darkness. Cast away from
you every evil ; press forward in the race. Go forth and boldly
tell your fellow-men-your companions, your fellow-believers in
Spiritualism-that if they want to enjoy the companionship of the
good and true in this holy, happy Summer-land, they must be holy
in their lives, even as the Nazarene ; walking as he walked, speaking as he spoke, and doing as he did (We will now, as on the
previous evening, go away for a little.)
[The Medium, as fonnerly, smned to undergo a change of condition, and begafl to look about him.]
Medium-Aye, this is rather a bonny place. Yes; everything
looks fine. How very beautiful it is!
Hermes-It is so, indeed All that He hath created is beautiful-all is grand It is not God who mars his handiwork. Ah,
no ! See how these Spirits wander about in their wretched plight.
.M.-Why is that fellow stumbling about in that stupid way?
[Starts back.] He seems blind, for he was very near running me
over : at any rate, he did not seem to see me.
H.-He is blind indeed. We are not seen by that poor Spirit,
who is suffering now the punishment for the deeds done in his
body.
M.-Well, I don't see how there can be punishment in being
confined to so lovely a place as this is.
H.-You are wrong. You perceive the beauties of this place ;
but that poor man sees not as you see. All is bleak, and wild,
and cheerless to him. To you it is the very light of Heaven.
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These grand old trees that wave their evergreen branches, these
lovely flowers that deck the fields in glorious tints, these flowing
streams, are all unseen by these poor wretched wanderers, now
receiving the reward of their evil deeds.
M.-And what do you call this place? On Earth some believe
in a Heaven and a Hell; some, in three places. Now, I was
brought up to believe in two places--Heaven and Hell.
H.-Belief is nothing, my friend It matters not whether you
believe in what you term Hell, or in different stages or states.
This, which is now shown to you, is but a mild state compared with
some others. That poor bewildered Spirit may soo11 be able to
get back to a better, a purer state. You may even now see him
attended by some bright ones. See, there are one, two, three,
four hovering around him.
M.-There is one-who is that?* 0 but he is happy I
H.-Stay! You need not try to go near them. You seem to
think you are as I am.
M.-1 don't see any difference.
H.-No; there is no difference in your eyes. If you were to
attempt to go nearer, you would find the difference. To your
mortal eye they appear near at hand; but they are really far away
from you.
M.-Well, let us go further on-will you? [Looks about him,
and lhm glatUa a/ his f«t.l What a dreary waste I This beats
the moors ! I say, I'm sinking I Take me out of this I Oh! this
is a dreadful place to be in ; and I see no road-there's no way
out of it. I have been in a bog; but this beats it altogether.
H.-So, you see I have made another change. But it only
seems so to your poor eye.
· M.-lt's rather strange, though. [Looking down.] I'm sure
that is water. Look, look I It's quite soft-it yields !
H.-It is but a representation of yourself.
·
M.-That's coming home, I should say!
H.-By this I mean to show you the necessity of being guarded
in what you do-how you should walk on Earth, for it is often
unsound in its ways. You require to walk circumspectly, to walk
securely, to reach a proper landing-place in the Spirit World. See
how many there are like yourself, all trying to find a solid footing
-to find their way out of these quagmires. But to me there is
nothing of that; all is good, solid, substantial. You have not
moved from the spot where your eye looked on everything around
you as gloriously beautiful and grand. Now, you see but a dreary
waste, and you try to pick the best step in order to get out of it.
But better for ·man that he chose to stand on the solid ground
before he comes to make the great shift. But, look! There are
• See answer to this question, page 421.
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some of those who have left the Earth, and are now banded
together in evil, dancing, yelling, and cursing. There you see a
city rising out of the Earth, where they hatch their hellish plots
against poor mortals. 0 for an army of the- (Ah me I that
old feeling I How ready is man to forget that all such feelings
should be left behind! These evil ones demand our pity, not our
enmity.)
.M.-I don't care about being in this place.
H.-Come, then; we will leave it in the meantime. I will now
take thee farther on.
.M. [Looking around. ]-Ah, now, this is like the thing. I can
do here. Yes, I could stay here altogether. Oh, there comes
our old friend the Persian, over the hill. But wh9 is that with
him ? It is surely the Old Egyptian?
H.-Yes, that is my father.
M.-You see I've got up among you all I had no idea the
place was like this.
H.-I have been showing him some of the good, and somewhat
of the eviL Every picture has two sides, father ; and the mortal
must see both .
.M.-It seems we are going to travel over all the different
places. Were some of our fri~nds below to get a sight of this, I
think they would behave better. [Here the Mfliium appeared as if
listening to some one sptaking to him, and the folhwing fragmmtary
smtmm seem to !Je in reply to observations {assed !Jy Hafed the
Persian, or Issha the old Egyptian Priest.
Well, I'll do what
I can. .. . . . •. .. I'll try and not be angry ; but sometimes I cannot
help it. .. .. .. ... Yes, yes; our friend is placed in such a way.
.. . . .. .. . Ah, I have little faith, in myself especially. I wish I
had more. . .. .. . .. • There is no use arguing : I cannot do it.
... ...... We.Jl, yes. I grant you I am responsible for my behaviour,
and that I ought to act in a very different way; but my righteous
indignation will get up. .. .. .. .. . Ah, com~, take me back. I can't
stop longer. [Medium resumes his ordinary trana mrdu10tl.]
Now, my friends, I have little more to say te>night. I am
anxious, by this method, to have such control of the Medium as
will enable me to speak to mankind, so that I may give them a
foretaste of the joys laid up for those who walk uprightly. I had
few earthly pleasures while in the body; but although I had my
cares, I felt all heaven within me, having a foretaste of the joys
beyond. We have our anxiety here too; but that is limited to one
thing-how to rescue the wretched wanderers in the dark regions,
groping and stumbling about amidst their own darkness. But
I bid you good-night; and, wishing you a good New Year, I call
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upon you to make it a year of good-doing towards your fellowmen. Follow hard in the steps of the Christ. 0 see that you do
it ! Let me plead with you-Do it! May the Great Father of
all bless you ; and the peace of the Prince abide with you ; while
all heavenly ones join with me in saying-A good New Year I
The Persian conlrolltd, and being ashd to e:xplain the Medium's
apparent replies to remarks, unheard by us, he said:-

I was showing him the necessity of labour here for the good of
our fellow-men, and that it was hi's duty to labour for the same
end on Earth.
But will he 6e conscious in his normal state of what you said 1
That which I spoke of he will be conscious of. We see evils
creeping in, and we are determined to drive them out, if possible.
We are now so working with him that before long he will be used
by us in such a way as to astonish many. Good night.

~tgbt!!==Jfiftb

~ttting.
IJth 'January, I8J4.

An Explanation by Hafed-A Wandering Spirit-" White Star" determines
to reclaim the Pillager of Mexico-Three Hundred Years in HadesHafed laments over Wanderin~ Spirits-Ancient and Modern Peoples
contrasted-The Wanderer recla1med-Visions of the Spheres: Scheming
Devils-The Medium proposes Physical Foree-I'd Knock them up!The First Sphere-Bhnd and Deal Wanderers-Miserable Souls made
Happy-The Land of Love Divine-A Bank of Roses-This is Paradise!
-The Great Infant School-Hermes on the Education of Children in
Spirit-life.

(Conlrollttl by HAFED.)-1 intend to address you for a short
time to-night. At your last sitting, when our two friends (the
Medium and Hermes) were in this Spirit World, you will remember of a Spirit running past the Medium, almost, as he thought,
stumbling against him ; and that I was seen speaking to the poor,
blinded wanderer. It is of that Spirit I wish now to speak.
My attention had been directed to him by our Mexican friend,
who desired to draw him back from the paths in which he was
wandering, and to endeavour, with my help and that of my venerable friend lssha, to dispel the darkness which surrounded him,

Digitized by

Coogle

422

HAFED PRINCE OF PERSIA.

so that he might be able to feel the sweet, the elevating influences
of our Great Lord the Prince, and thereby find relief, from all
his weary wanderings, in the Heaven of rest and joy and peace.
He was not a countryman of yours. Our Mexican friend con·
sidered he was one in whom he should feel some interest, inasmuch as this man, though long after my friend's time on Earth,
had been one of a band who had invaded his native land, and
had been notorious for his deeds of blood, hurrying thousands of
poor souls with all their sins, before their time, into the Spirit
World ; for though they knew not the God of these so-called
Christians, yet Him whom they professed to know as their God,
they had not served, and were thus driven into the prison of darkness. Poor souls I they were better far than those cruel and
bloodthirsty robbers who drove them thither, for they came professing to be followers of Jesus, the Prince of Peace, and by their
deeds became traitors and enemies to him. They first of all
robbed them of their earthly riches, and then of bodily life, d~
priving them of the opportunities of being educated in the body
for the life of the Spirit. Ah, how unlike the Nazarene whom they
professed to worship ! Where do you find him raising his hands
against his fellow-men? In all things, he showed his love for
them, even for those who hated him. And all his true followers,
seeking God's help, endeavour to do as he did.
To you this Mexican may appear as a savage; by the Persians,
in my day, he might have been called a barbarian; but he was
neither. He, as I have previously stated, * was highly educated in
the sciences. Doubtless he bent the knee in idol worship, but with
as much of reverence and sincerity as you. They had been
taught to offer sacrifices, symbolical of contrition, to appease the
anger of the God they had offended ; but they knew nothing
better-they had been educated to do so.
And now, seeing the pitiful state of this man who had so cruelly
treated his countrymen, does he tum away from the poor Spirit?
No; he endeavours to get him out of his miserable condition,
after two or three hundred years of that dismal life in Hades.
0 poor, blind wanderers, our very souls bleed when we think
of their wretched state, and tears of pity are shed, even in our
happy homes, for them; for, while we are basking under the bright·
• See Pages 293 and 334-
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ness of the great Sun-the Prince of Light and Love-walking
amid the beauties and delights of the heavenly gardens,-dwelling
in those noble mansions, and visiting the grand temples of truth,
where th~ light ceases not to shine-where no cloud darkens the
heavens,-when we enjoy all this and think of the multitudes
who are blindly wandering amongst the dismal swamps, sinking
deeper and deeper in the mire-seeing not and hearing not-shut
out from all joy, all gladness, how can we help pitying them?
But some one may say-" It is all their own doing ; God
did not do it." That is true ; but He desires not the misery of
his offspring. He meant them to be like us ; to come here unsoiled, and rise to the enjoyment of Heaven's best gifts. But,
alas ! they became rebels against God; they lived selfishly,
greedily heaping up earthly treasures ; and even robbing and
murdering their fellow-men to satisfy their thirst for gold.
And this one, in whose recovery I was asked to help, was one
that had been highly educated, and truly looked upon the poor
Mexican as a savage-a worm to be trodden on. His nation
boasted greatly of their knowledge, but they were even then
degraded by superstition-aye, to a greater extent than some of
the nations of my day. We Persians were far back-ignorant;
but we might have put the nations of the present day to shame.
Perhaps this may be all lost to you now. I know not. But go
to Egypt, and on her rocks, graven with pens of steel, in characters unknown to you, you will find writings which tell of wondrous events on the Emth, and of things in the Heavens. You
may be able to measure the distances of the planets, but so could
we two thousand years ago ; and your calculations were not more
correct than ours. This poor wanderer had been taught to look on
us as ignorant heathens-untutored savages ; and on the Mexicans as no better. But these despised Mexicans had their stately
temples and buildings, in the erection of which good masonry
was employed. Their raiment was fine-and, had they been
clothed in plainer stuff, the invaders (it is said) would not have
been so easily enticed.
As I have said, our Mexican friend had his attention directed to
this Spirit, and wished me to assist. Accordingly, the last time
the Medium was carried into the Spirit World, we three threw
our in.ftuence on this blind and darkened being, by which an

Digitized by

Coogle

HAFED PRINCE OF PERSIA.

opening was effected and light shone in upon him. We found
him an apt scholar. He had been long wandering in darkness ;
he had not been what is called a real bad man, but one who atill
retained a little of the goodness of innocent youth ; and when
brought by his condition to ponder over his misspent life, he
began to repent This was perceived by our Mexican friend, and
hence the effort He is now left in the charge of happy ones,
with whom he will now take the upward road.
When we meet him, we fail not to give him a word of encour·
agement. And oh I how grateful he is; so much so, that he
could almost give us the worship due to the Prince, our Great
Master. I will now leave you. Good night I
(Control/ttl by HERMES. )-Good evening, friends. I must unclothe this mortal and carry him with me. (Here the Medium,
as on previous occasions, went into another condition of trance,
sighing deeply.]
Mttlium [buttoning his coat and aj>j>taring to f«< coltl]-What
place is this ? Now, now. [Looks down.] Worse and worse I This
beats every thing and every place I've seen. [Sltivn-s.] Tut, tut I
Hn-mu.-Now !
.M.-Look at that 1-[sltivmng.] Look at that group of men!
What are they doing? And women too I They don't seem to
be cold-at least they don't appear to feel as I feel This is
fearful, you know I [ Sltivn-s.] What are they all about?
H.-These are the Spirits of men and women of your world,
which you have just left. These are they who band themselves
together to work evil on the Earth. Look at them I Axe they
like devils? No; they are fair and good-looking men and
women. See, too, how gorgeously they are dressed in the finest
of raiment. Behold yonder throne, where one sits as king over
these scheming devils his subjects-king and subjects intent on
their devilish plots-the torturing or tormenting of poor mortals ;
creating strife, envy, and ill-will in families-setting brother against
brother, and sister against sister; and often nation against nation.
And see, there goes a band of them on an errand of devilry.
.M.-Well, if that's what they're after, let's off I But I must
say they're fine looking fellows.
H.-Yes ; amongst them are princes and noblemen of the
highest rank ; some of them are your own countrymen and mine.
There are there some from all nations of the Earth. Ah 1-.M.-Well, I don't much like the place they are in. If I had
my choice, rather than be here for ever, I'd sooner stop on Earth.
H.- You might, but to them it is very different. Being in
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accordance with their moral condition, they see nothing wrong in it.
But, let us on. My blood boils (to use an earthly expression) when
I behold their evil deeds. I am almost tempted to throw blame
even on the Great Spirit for allowing this to be. But He hath left
man to the freedom of his own will Why? He knows best.
.M.-Why not bring an army and drive them out-put them to
the sword?
H.-Nay, my friend, that is too like Earth. Why, that is just
what they themselves did It was by such deeds they thrust
thousands of their victims into the lower spheres, and they are
still ready to do so. No, no; that will not do.
.M.-Well, now, let us go. It has no beauty for me: a cold,
nasty, marshy place. What a haze !-damp, too I rShivers.] I'll
get the cold here, sure. I must have been here when I got that
cold a while ago.
H.-No, it was not here. Come, let us go on.
.M.-Well, I think you are right. But just listen : that's fearful
language!
H.-That is nothing. You have heard but the mere echo;
the rough edge is gone.
M.-Well, it's pretty rough as it is, I think.
H.-How would you like to remain here?
.M.-Not at all
H.-Then, beware how you conduct yourself; for it is a hard
task-indeed, almost impossible-to draw a Spirit away from
these bands of evil-doers.
M.-Well, I would meantime let them alone. But if they
continue their pranks, I'd knock them up altogether. Come
away ; for oh I it's cold !--aye I but that's a quick lift. Not a
bad place this-not so cold, at any rate-no, not nearly so.
H.-Not to you. But see I there are some of the Spirits that
dwell here. Look at their movements-how they drive one
against another in their blindness ! ,,
M.-Why, that's strange; for they appear to have eyes as we
have. They seem to me to run through one another.
H.- This is what you call the first sphere.
.M.-Well, the place is well enough; it is certainly not so bad
as the second.
H.-We find it much easier to deal with these solitary wanderers than with those of tho second sphere. We are often here
on our mission of love, striving, once we have brought our influence to bear on them, to carry them past these fiends, into the
sphere beyond ; for when they pass the second sphere, as it is
called, we consider them, to some extent, safe. Last night you
were witness to a rush past with one into whom a little light had
penetrated, and who had long been wandering, blind to all around
That soul is now on the upward road
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.M.-Well, I must say, it is a sad condition to be in-shut up
from everything around-seeing not, and hearing not, but left to
themselves and their own thoughts. One would think the second
was better than the first.
H.-Yes, it is indeed a sad condition; but we hope and believe
that all will yet be raised up-that not one will be lost-for, as
the instruments in the hand of the Great Spirit, and the servants
of the Prince, our efforts are continually rewarded by seeing many
of those miserable souls made happy, coming, after all their
troubles and tossings, into the rest and peace and joy of the land
of light and love. The time will come when you, too, will be here :
you have got a foretaste of those things belonging to the Spirit
World. See that you so conduct yourself that you may be able
to enter into the right place when you do come, and be ready to
take your place with us, work with us, and worship with us. Then
shall you not be ashamed when you enter into the Great Temple
of this sunny land.
.M.-Well, I hope so.
H.-Come, then, let us on to the land of Love Divine, that
land through which flow those pure crystal streams; where there
are no dismal swamps, where the atmosphere is ever clear, and all
things are beautiful and bright and sweet.
M.-I don't know how it is, but I feel tired-quite worn out.
I've seen when I travelled much better. Ah, well, here is a bonny
bank where I may rest. I think I will throw myself down. I
must rest. [Medium assumed a reclining attitude on a chair.] This
is a grand, a beautiful place ! Why, it is a bank of roses. What
a lovely spot I It far, far surpasses anything of the kind I ever
saw on Earth. But how tired I am. I don't know how it is ; at
any rate, I have got a nice resting-place. Listen to the sweet
music ; the air seems to be full of music. 0, what a glorious
spot ! [ Gds somdhing put into his hands.] Aye ! Eh ! ye little
thing, yet
H.-The change is great, is it not?
M.- Yes; I should say this is Paradise I There's no mistake
about it. And animals here, too?

H.-Yes.
.M.-And what place is this?
H.-This is the Great School-our infant nursery. Here, too,
are teachers, who are well fitted for and take delight in the rearing
of these innocents. Look around I there are thousands upon thousands from every nation on Earth-nursed, brought up, taught in
all the sciences of Earth ; while all that you see-the gay flowers,
the forests, the rivers, lakes, and seas, the mountains, with their
great cataracts-all contribute lessons for these little ones. Ah,
mortal man I thou art now in the glorious garden of Heaven. See
that group of children and that beautiful gazelle, emblem of inno-
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cence, and other wild animals in their midsl Here you have now
the prophecy of the Hebrew seer fulfilled, when he speaks of the
wild animal and the child lying down together. All is love, all is
joy and peace here, while sweetest music continually rises from
those little ones in hymns of praise to the Great Spirit. All things
praise Him : these trees and tiny flowers forget not to praise Him
in harmonies all their own. But this is not for you. It is better
for you that you grow up under the experiences of Earth. These
children do not remain here, but, when ready, go forth to the
work appointed for them. Rise, mortal, and haste back to Earth.
You, too, have a mission which must not be neglected. We will
continue our wanderings in the Spirit World, but not now. So
come; we must back. [The Medium appears to undergo a change
oj COII(/ilion.)
Back once more ; and yet, in one sense, we have never left.
He was in a condition in which, while his body was here, he could
in spirit see and hear and talk of that which was brought before
him. But now be has no power to answer me through his vocal
organs.
In our excursion to-night, I have given you a glimpse of the
great school for the young. I have yet to speak of that schoolthe greatest in all creation ; and why ? Because every year that
passes over us thousands upon thousands of Earth's innocents are
ushered in. No other children but those of Earth come here, for
all in the other worlds come to maturity, and take their flight into
the happy land beyond But we do love to get these little ones
of Earth. Do not, then, grieve sorely when they are taken away,
for you may be assured that in every way they are attended to,
and that here they are taught by the best of tutors in all things
fitted to raise them higher and higher in knowledge and love.
And how can we help rejoicing when they come to us, knowing
the temptations that beset them on Earth, and that in so many
cases we might lose them altogether.
At our next sitting I will not take him away, but resume the
account of my own earthly career. I intend to give you my
Earth-life story, as well as views of the Land of Spirits. May the
hand of the Great Spirit sustain you in all your pilgrimage : may
you ever experience a sense of his love in all your goings out and
comings in; and when you come to cross the great river, may it
be with confidence and hope of a blessed welcome awaiting you
on the other side.
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~itting.
5/h Fehruary, r8J4.

On Death-Elm>tian, Grecian, Persian and Hebrew views of the subject-A
Change oCtbe Material Body inevitable-Death a Gqpd Angel-Man's
Destiny-Death's aspects to the Good and the Evil-Death of the Good
Man and the Infant-The Penitent Worldling at Death-Triumph of
Virtue-Hide not Spiritual gifts-Exhortation. Qwstio1U: Origin of the
Egyptians-Variations in the Colour of the Human Race.

To-NIGHT, my friends, I mean to address you on a question which
has been the subject of controversy amongst the learned of all
Nations, and in all ages of the world-WHAT IS DEATH?
Let us look for a little at the views which have been held.
Some have had very little difficulty in arriving at correct ideas of
what is called death, having had the privilege of communing with
Spirits who came back to tell of the great world beyond; but these
were few compared with those who knew of the Spirit World only
by hearsay.
The Egyptians were taught that the Earth-life was but a stage
on a great journey, which journey had many resting-places; that
de~th, the termination of one stage, ushered us into the great life
beyond, with its many stages on the onward march, leaving the
material body to fall back into its primal elements. We taught
that men should love one another, and use every means whereby
to attain perfection of character, so that when they came to be
weighed in the ever-just balance, they should not be found wanting, but be fitted to make a good entrance into the Spirit World,
and with renewed vigour pursue the upward path. Had these
lessons been put into practice, Egypt might have stood high as a
God-fearing nation.
Somewhat similar doctrines were more or less taught in Greece,
but mingled with others that were certainly wrong. In the estimation of the Greeks, the more famous the warrior, the greater, the
higher was he as a Spirit-as a God
The Persians, again, entertained ideas more like those of the
Hebrews, of whom I need say little, seeing you have their saaed
writings. These I have seen, though I never studied them ; but
certainly the first of their books, relating to man's primeftl state,
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contains great error. It is therein stated that death was inflicted
as a punishment on the race, because of the fall of the first pair
from a state of purity. Our own ancient Egyptians, as well as
Persians and Greeks, held something of the same kind But a
little consideration on the part of every thoughtful being will convince him of the falsity of the doctrine. Man is an animal, and
as such, his material body is subject to tear and wear; holy or
unholy, pure or impure in spirit, that body is no better nor stronger
than are the bodies of many of the lower animal creation.
It gets jaded, and can stand no more fatigue, and in many cases
far less, than can those of other creatures. It cannot always last,
but must, like all material bodies, change-it must of necessity
droop, decay, and die.
Again, life is the same in all animais ; and if man, the complete
animal, was created to endure for ever in his material form, then
why should all other animals die? But were this doctrine true,
and the fall of man from innocence had not taken place, the world
would soon have been found too small for the creatures on its
surface. So that you see death is a necessity-a wise and beneficent law of the Great Creator.
Rightly considered, Death may be contemplated as a great and
good angel-ever standing ready to afford aid to the way-worn
pilgrims of Earth. He comes, as it were, with open arms, to
Earth's weary, suffering ones, and cries-" My son, my daughter,
I come to relieve you of all your bodily pains, all your troubles
and sufferings, and to take you to the land of peace and happiness." Ah, why should men be afraid to meet this messenger of
Heaven? There is nothing in him to cause this fear on the part
of man. The cause lies in man's own evil condition. Death
holds the keys of the golden gates of that glorious land, and only
the good ones of Earth will be admitted. He stands on the margin of the stream, to guide and guard mortals across, so that the
waters may not sweep them away to those distant shores where
evil reigns. But while to multitudes Death is a terror-so much
so that they would sacrifice all to avoid meeting him-there are
others who madly rush into his presence. But woe, woe to him
who courts, uncalled for, the embraces of Death I His eyes shall
not open to see the glories of the life beyond, but in darkness
'Shall he find himself-a lonely wanderer in the lower regions,
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blind and deaf to all around Alas ! poor wanderers, when shall
the light break in? This is not Heaven's destiny ; this is the
result of your own evil doings. Instead of patiently journeying
on, embracing every opportunity for reaching your destination in
peace, you have madly demanded death, and now you are in the
thick darkness of your own making. Such is not the destiny of
man. He; the offspring of the Great Spirit, is destined by Him
to be a partaker of all the good things in the lovely land beyond
the river, where holiness and peace and joy reign triumphantthe boundless land of light and love, even the paradise of God
0 be not ye numbered amongst those who, by their deeds,
doom themselves to darkness and despair. Alas ! poor blinded
wanderers, what would they not give to have their Earth-life to
live over again I
When Death comes to him or her who has lived a good and
holy life-who has loved God and man-see with what gentleness
he lifts up the Spirit He says to such-" Come with me, my
son, come with me, my daughter, and I will show thee thy dwelling-place in the glorious Land of the Spirit Come, and enter
thou into the house prepared for thee by the Prince of Peace.
But to the covetous, the robber, the murderer, the adulterer-to
all who have done wickedly-he comes with a frowning face, and
in terrible tones he utters their doom :-" Come, I will show thee
the prison reared by thine own wicked hands, in the gloomy darkness of which thou must abide till the day thou repentest of thy
mispent life. Henceforth, go wander on in the dismal labyrinth
of thy own creation. Grope thy way in the bewildering mazes of
these dark regions ; and if thou dost not repent, remain there for
ever."
Thus is Death a blessed angel to some, but to others a terror
and a curse. The good man, laid on a bed of pain, prays for
help ; and when Death looks on him, he meets him with a smile.
He is not afraid. Why should he? Death comes carrying the
desired relief; he comes to take the weary one away from the old
diseased tenement of clay, and usher him into the new and enduring house above.
Here lies a little infant, enduring pain and sickness, not brought
on by itself-suffering because of others. Oh, what a blest relief
does that little innocent experience when the Great Angel carries
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him up to the land where no suffering ever enters, and where the
young Spirit will develope in wisdom and goodness under the loving
care of Heaven's appointed nurses.
See there that aged man, tottering, with bent form and feeble
limbs, towards the grave. He has, from youth to old age, been
thoughtless and unconcerned about the future life. His attention
has been absorbed in the things of time and sense ; and, as he
comes near the end of life's journey, he begins to think, and he
finds his soul, his better part, almost buried under the accumulated rubbish of worldliness. He tries to pray-to praise; but
how hard the task I Does Death frown grimly on him ? No ;
that old man, though he hath long delayed, has at last turned his
face to God, and Death is not so terrible to him. But vast is the
difference between the state of such a one and that of the little
child. Better for that aged man had he died in infancy, or a stage
above it. He will find it hard work indeed to climb the ladder
in Spirit-life. But there is hope for him; for, amid all his thoughtless worldliness, conscience is not clean buried up, and now he
heeds its voice; now he wishes he bad lived a better life, for now
he sees clearly that, while labouring a long life-time for the poor
mortal body, he has neglected to provide for the ever-enduring
part. The work is all before him, and it must be done, and done
by him.
But how shall I speak of the gracious, the glorious welcome
which awaits the man who has lived a life devoted to goodnesswhose whole course has been characterised by every virtue : he
who has put forth a helping hand to the poor and needy-whose
arm has ever been raised in defence of the weak-whose tongue
has pleaded the cause of the widow and fatherless-who has
sought for peace and allayed strife-who has, in a word, loved
God his Father, and man his brother I He will be welcomed to
the bright and sunny land by thousands of the blessed ; for him
the trumpet shall sound joyfully as he is ushered into the Great
Temple. 0 glorious entrance for him-there to mingle with the
good and wise of all nations ! 0 that all men would follow this
course I How many families would be once more united, and for
ever blessed, that are now scattered in fragments over the Spirit
World I 0 Great Death I may the good time soon corue when
thou shalt find every one prepared to meet thee with gladness,
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and not with fear and trembling, calmly accepting thy proffered
hand, even as the wearied little child falls asleep on the bosom of
its mother. And may those of you who now know something of
the Spirit-life show, when Death comes to you, that such knowledge has not been acquired in vain, and be ready to meet him in
peace!
Death is the angel who draws aside the curtain which hides
the great Spirit World from mortal vision. How many in all ages
have eagerly desired to look into the hidden land beyond and
been unable. But there were always some-a few gifted oneswho were able to pass through and obtain a glimpse of the glories
-the wondrous scenes of the Spirit World. You of the present
age who are so much privileged above those who have gone before,
see that you be not like those few of the past, who concealed
their gift, and often sold its use for paltry gold, or made it the
means of promoting their ambitious and selfish ends; but let
your light shine ; and boldly proclaim before all men the truth of
Spirit communion : above all, fear not to declare to poor
trembling mortals what Death really is : that he is but the
Heaven-appointed agent to open up to man the bright land,
where there is no God-created darkness, and where the terrors of
Death are unknown-where he reigns and rules, in love and
truth, who is King of Kings and Prince of Peace.
May it be yours, then, my friends, when the Messenger comes,
not to hail his approach with fear, but with joy and great peace,
and find that he is a meek and loving angel ; for such he ever is
to all those who have walked uprightly; while to him who has
done wickedly, he appears with a dark and frowning brow-not
of anger-ah, no 1--but of grief, vexed that he has been unable
to usher that Spirit into the land of light, and must now let him
wander away into the blackness of darkness.
I will say something more on this subject, but not to-night
Put your questions if you have any.
I have recently, i'n my reatlinr, come across certain theories
advanced by writers of emi1zence, that the Egyptians came
originally from India, or the East: can you say anything on
this su6;'«11
India was accounted a learned nation long before my day. In
regard to the origin of the Egyptians, a considerable deal of
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mystery existed, caused, no doubt, by the want of written documents, which had been destroyed. What I did know of their
origin was just what I could gather from our monuments ; and
that was-that, first, Upper Egypt was peopled by a race of
wanderers, and that, at a later period, they had spread themselves
down to the Great Sea. I believe, however, that a good deal of
that which was accepted as history was mere tradition. Even in
my day, which you may think very far back, there were few who
could read the hieroglyphic inscriptions. Although not an apt
scholar, I could do a little in deciphering the strange characters
-thanks to the instruction I had from him who brought me up,
and who could read them. At an early period of our history
letters were used-not hieroglyphics ;-these came in after, in the
middle, between our first and later languages.
What, itt your opinion, is 1/u caust of variations in tlu colour of
mankind'/
That is a subject I have studied very little ; and therefore I
will not venture far on the point. The Persians, in their schools,
took up such subjects in their scientific studies ; while we of
Egypt mostly confined our attention to the secret study of magic.
We were accustomed to the sight of the black negro as a slave;
and indeed we had men of all colours amongst us. I think that
climate has a great deal to do with the variation-but how, I cannot tell. The early inhabitants of Africa did not, like Eastern
nations, live in houses or tents, but were exposed to the broiling
sun by day and the heavy dews by night. . . . We find as
climates vary, so does the colour of men's skin-so does the skin
of animals-so does food. It is true, on the other hand, that
there are various tribes inhabiting Africa, from the very small,
very black man with straight hair, to the robust, woolly-headed
negro. In some parts of Asia, also, you will find races as white
as you are. . . . I do not care to speak positively on this
subject, it is one well worth your investigation. Be the cause of
difference what it may, I know there is no difference between the
black and white men of my day and those of the present.
I must now leave you. May He who is the Fountain of Light
and Love lead you by His angels in the paths of wisdom, and
guard you from every danger. Good night!
2F
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2rst Fdm~ary, r8u.

On Lire-The Divine in Man-An Invocation-Matter subject to ChangeConscious Lire in the Vegetable-Reftections on Man and his ConditionBe ready for the Change. Questions: The term "Angel of Death "-A
Trinity in Man's Life-Guardian Angels never Idle-" Apocalypse of
Oannes "-The " Sent Ones.''

THE last time we met I spoke for a short time on the subject of
Death, at which man often trembles, when he begins to think of
that great change which must come, sooner or later, to all ; while
he gropes his way in darkness anrl in doubt, knowing not where to
find a solid resting-place for his feet, or whether his next step may
not land him in impenetrable gloom-lost, lost for ever ! 0 man,
highest of all God's creatures, think but for a moment-consider !
Was life from the Eternal given thee for nothing? Was it given
merely that thou shouldst fritter it away in sensual gratification ? Conscience answers, No ! It was for a higher, nobler end
than can be found in self. Life is something more than mortals
reckon. Observe that prostrate form-that animal when life is
driven from its body; the movement of the joints and sinews, the
pulsations of the heart, the blood which flowed through the body
-all stopped I There is no life there. Is it lost? No; that
life is the higher, the divine part of the animal ; for even as there
is a divine part in man, so is there in the lower animals. But as
I have already said, man is the complete animal; you will find
all the animal creation, more or less represented in man : he is,
as it were, God amongst the animals. We need not wonder much
that the ancients worshipped him ; for they saw in him the image
of the Divine One-that he was greater, higher, nobler than all
other animals.
We see this life permeating all things, animating all creation.
But man is exalted by his Creator far beyond all His other works ;
and, 0 Great God I what is man compared with Thee but a mote
in the sunbeam! [Medium assuming an attitutk of praytr]-0
Thou Infinite One, who hast, in thy wisdom and goodness,
seen fit to make us like unto Thyself, we, Thy children, whom
Thou hast ordained Lesser Infinites, would bow reverently before
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Thee, our Father. Hear us, we beseech Thee, 0 most Mighty
Spirit Our deep desire is, that Thou mayest be known as the
Great Fountain from whom cometh all Goodness and Truth ;
and that those who know Thee go forth into the world, which
Thou hast favoured above all other planets-(for hast Thou not
sent Thy messengers to lead mankind to Thee, while other worlds
are held by Thee even as the horse is held by bridle and rein?)
May they go out unto those who know Thee not and proclaim Thy
true character. Alas I how have they shut Thee up by their
ignorant conceptions ! Even this very day, 0 Most Holy, Thou
didst hear a mortal man speak of consigning the cast-off body to
the dust of the Earth, until the great day when the trumpet sound
should awaken it to life.* 0 God, may these men be led to see
that that great day is even now; that when the body falls the man
rises into the great world of Spirits, and that there he will be
judged according to the deeds done in the mortal body-that
there, too, he will have his dwelling-place justly allotted, be it the
brightest spot of the Heavenly Land, or the darkest dungeon of
Hell. Ages, 0 God, have passed over the Earth-nations have
passed away and nations have come, but that trumpet shall never
sound. Thou hast instructed us in a knowledge of Thy laws
which for ever endure : and art not Thou, Holy and Mighty God,
the Great Chemist, and is not the great Spirit World Thy
laboratory, the crucible of which all must pass through? And
even as gold, by passing through the fire, is purified of its
dross, so wilt Thou purify the sons of men by Thy wise and holy
discipline. Dust to dust, Thou hast said, and Thy word faileth
not. Though men carefully embalm the lifeless body, and entomb
it in solid masonry, to dust it must return, for such is Thy wise
decree. Thou, most Holy and Wise, hast likewise ordained that
the dissolving elements of these. bodies should, by thy gracious
and wise arrangement, enter into the bodies of other animals and
plants, and thus that which, in the eyes of men, hath become dead,
and to be put out of sight, becometh under thy wonder working
hand, a blessing to the lower creation, in each one of the multitude
of which, from the crawling worm to the lion-from the tiny plant
to the great cedar we see something of Thee-Life I 0 glorious
Life, never-ending, still beginning Life I
• Evidently referring to the Medium's presence at a funeral that day.
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The Great Spirit in his work of Creation, made all subject to
the law of change-to death. And why should man longer doubt
-why should he argue on the subject? As I have said already,
one portion of creation is designed to support the other : life in
all ; and the all subject to death that, by dying, they may contribute to Life. Some are brought into existence adapted by
constitution to live on grass, or straw; while others find their food
in the leaves and tender branches of forest trees ; some exist by
the destruction of the little flower that beautifies the wayside, and
others get their nourishment from the roots of plants. All have
life, and all are provided with the means of living. The vegetable
is devoured by the animal, and the animal's life is thereby
nourished ; the animal dies, decays, and is absorbed, devoured by
the vegetable, and life in the vegetable is thus strengthened
Truly, there is life in the vegetable kingdom ; you may not see it
so clearly marked as in that of the animal, yet there it is. The
grass of the field sprouts up, but so slowly that you can see no
movement; it becomes higher day by day, until in due time, it is
full grown, and waves gently in the wind. Assuredly, life is there.
In that small seed there is the germ-the life-spring of the future
mighty tree. It is the same in the animal creation, from the insect
to the elephant-from man up and up to God his Maker.
0 man I how noble art thou I Standing out amid all Earth's
lower tribes as the statue standeth on its pedestal. But, alas !
how far hast thou fallen from thy high position I Brought lowah, me I how very low !-degraded, in how many cases, beneath
the beasts of the field. 0 that thou would'st cast from thee thy
folly-thy madness ; and looking up in prayer to the Great
Father, begin to serve him faithfully. He asks not this or that at
thy hands, which He hath not enabled thee to perform, but
as thy Father he seeks thee, in a thousand ways, to trust in Him
and in the guidance of His holy messengers. Be no longer the
slave of thy passions-but, be thou the master ; throw them aside,
shut them out. Thou needest strength, ask it of Him, and He
will send his ministering angels to tell thee of their Earth-life
experience-of their struggles and their trials, and how they at last
met the beautiful Angel of Death, who ushered them into the
heavenly life.
Come, then, my friends, be ye also ready to go forth when the
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Good Angel shakes his hand over you. As the magicians of olden
time, by their necromantic arts, effected changes before the wondering eyes of the onlookers, so does Death. The light of Earth
retires, and, before you are aware, the light of the Spirit World
breaks in : you are clothed in the Spirit-body-an inhabitant of
the land beyond the river.
But I must now leave you. May the Great Sovereign Spiritthe Source of all Life-bless you, and send His servants to help
you by their guidance. Once more I exhort you-Be ready, and
be not afraid to meet the angel when he comes. No haggard,
ghastly figure is he to frighten poor mortals, but a beautiful messenger of love, ever ready to clasp his arms around and breathe
new life into the weary pilgrim of Earth. He comes from the
glorious Iand-a messenger of God. And he will come to you :
so be ready : fear not the pain and torment, these but help the
Spirit to make the passage easier to the other side of the great
nver.
If there is anything in connection with the subject of my address
you do not clearly understand, I am ready to explain.
Did you, in the use of the term "Angd of Death," mean thereby a'
real, substantial being; or was it a mere fi.f{Urt of speech 1

In speaking of the "Angel of Death," I meant just such a being
as I am myself. It is no figure, but a simple reality. The ancients
were not far wrong in representing him in statuary as something
beautiful and God-like. He is indeed well worthy of all such
honour; for he is, as it were, the guide, guardian, and superintendent of the man from the moment of his first birth, as a Spirit
proceeding from the Great Spirit, to his second birth into the
material body, and from that to his third birth into the World of
Spirits,-once more a so-called disembodied Spirit. In all this the
greatest attention and care is required on the part of the guardian;
for important indeed is the charge committed to him-a Spirit
made in the image of the Eternal, the greatest and most glorious
of all creation. Our Prince is in the same form, and in him we
behold dearly the likeness of the Creator. So, when a Spirit is
about to leave the body, this angel is in duty bound to look after
his advent into the Spirit World. He comes to smooth the wayto remove the hindrances that lie in the way of the Spirit's progress.
And glad is he when he finds that the Spirit of his care will not be
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necessitated to undergo the discipline which must inevitably be the
lot of those whose Earth-lives have been spent in folly, despite the
efforts of their guardians to preserve them from evil. 0 there is
nothing disjointed here : all is in harmony. The Angel of Death
is he who ushers the Spirit into life, whatever that life may be,
whether into the Paradise of the wise and good who have gone
before, or into the deep and dark abodes of the evil-doers-those
who have set at nought all the guidance and the guardianship of
their good angels.
But is litis Angel of .Dtalh ont individual I
No; this same Angel (or Guardian Angel, if it please you)
watches over the Spirit, as I have said, when first he is born into
the material body, and continues his care even till death. He
may be driven away-grieved by the man's rebellious courses, but
at death he is ready to resume his great work, and joyfully guide
the Spirit to the mansions of the blest, or sadly direct it to the
region of darkness and despair. The good guardian angel has
done his work, and henceforth others come in to take his place.
You will observe from what I have just said that there is a trinity
in man's existence as in other things. First, there is his birth as
a Spirit, the creation of the Great Father; but we cannot tell of
that which belongs to this the first part of his existence. Secondly,
there is his birth into the material form, before which death, or a
change must take place. Thirdly, his birth into the Spirit-life
again, preceded by the death of the material body.
Afltr comjltli11g tlttir work with tltost ovtr ·whom IItty art plactti,
do llttst angds tVtr btcomt guardians to ollttrs!
Yes; when their work is done with one, they are as ready to go
forth to the work again of guarding and guiding another through
the dangers and difficulties of the Earth-life.
.Did you, as a priat of Egypt, constqumlly somtwltal acquainltd
willt /Itt mysltriu or stcrtls of /Itt nligious syslm1 lltm domiflanl, lln01u of a ctrlain booR calltd /Itt "Apocalypst of Oannts''
a sacrtd vision madt by God to Adam .t
I have no knowledge of such a book as you refer to. We got
most of our messages by sitting in a circle. We kept not back our
sacred books from the priests and priestesses, though only a few
of these could read them ; but they were withheld from the outer
world, and even from the servants of the temple. ·
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lkr~ anything in IItts~ books concerning IM j«Uiiar sacr~ti
nus of IM term " 6oo y~ars "1
Yes, there was; but sometimes it was less than 6oo: it depended
on certain events. It had reference to the appearance in the
world of certain great personages, either as theological teachers,
warriors, or legislators. But predictions of the coming of these
great ones were not confined to our sacred books : we had our
oracles. Though but young at the time, I knew that the coming
of our Prince was earnestly looked for by some in Egypt and
other lands. They knew better of the time of his appearance
than of the place where he was to be born. My old and muchloved father had looked long and anxiously; and, as you know,
he was honoured to be chosen, in his old age. as the first teacher
of the child Jesus.
I now leave you. Good night !

Was

71/t Marclt, I874.
Hafed on Life after Death-A Happy Land-The only War-Peace on Earth
longed for-Jesus unly Impeccable-Mission Work of the Spirit;;-The
Spirit Purified-A Great Change-Prediction of a Great Upturning-A
Coming Man-Heaven's Messengers. Questiuns: The Predicted Advent
-Steen on the Prediction.

(Controlled by HAFED. )-It is now some time since I addressed
you at any length. To-night, however, I will do so for a short
time. Our Egyptian friend has been speaking recently on the
subject of Death, and I will try to say something also concerning
it, or on that which follows after death-something that appertains to that which lies beyond man's mortal existence-that state
in which man no more dies the death of the body, where all is
renewed life and beauty-that great world where the sun never
sets, where clouds no longer darken the skies, nor dense and
noxious vapours pollute the atmosphere. I do not mean by
this that the Earth is in any way different in formation from
that which the Creator meant it to be; for all such adverse
influences are needed, were it but to cut off man from its surface.
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These things exist that man may have something to d~me
thing to call out his energies-something to overcome. There
are places and things he must avoid, and amongst these is an
impure atmosphere-he must not breathe air that would hurt
him. If in pursuit of wealth or knowledge, he hang over the
crucible and inhale its poisonous gases, thus cutting short his days,
God is not to be blamed: man must learn the lessons everywhere
taught by God in nature.
But, as I have said, that world is one far far surpassing Earth,
into which you will at last be ushered by the beautiful and good
Angel called Death. 0 how shall I describe the vast splendours
of that land of bliss and glory, whose mountain peaks tower aloft
into the ever-blue sky, and the light of whose Sun never groweth
dim-where all is congenial to pure and happy Spirits, the only
dwellers in that Summer-land. With what delight do they walk
over the flower-bespangled carpet of those lovely fields, finding
new beauties at every step. Like dew-drops sparkling in your
morning sun, there, over all its fair face, we see the tiny leaves
and plants hymning their songs of praise to Him who is the maker
and preserver of them alL And then as the happy wayfarer moves
on, what heartfelt joy wells up within him as he gazes on those
beautiful animals, far beyond those of Earth, roaming over the
green meadows of this land of beauty. There, again, he beholds
the little child playing with and fondling the wild animal; the
lion and the lamb lie down together in peace. And there, too,
is seen the grey-bearded warrior playing and toying with the
infant: his wars for ever ended. The only war that now enlists his
sympathies is that which is waged in the Conquest of Evil, and
how to raise up poor miserable souls from the depths of darkness.
And so is it with us all. No longer are we the liegemen of earthly
kings to bend before their paltry thrones, but the servants of our
Prince, the Great King of all nations: to him we reverently and
joyfully bend our knee. As the Great Ruler of the Solar Worlds,
he is the one potentate who claims our loving homage. Even the
great ones of the Earth who have come here now recognise him
and reverence him as their Lord. And all are equal-no master,
no slave; but Love, with outstretched arms, embraces all.
How glorious it is to be here! 0 that the creatures of Earth
were but like those of heaven. Discord would then give place to
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hannony, and hatred and strife would vanish at the advent of
Love. But, alas l it is not so yet I I have borne the brunt of
hot contests; I have fought for kings, and I have felt their iron
rod; and I cannot but feel, even now, for poor mortals still under
the sway of tyrants.
0 that men would take a lesson from him who is the greatest
of all God's sons, who existed even before the Earth was sent on
its race-the greatest of the creatures that ever trod its surface,
who, though clothed in the same material as man, was yet sure in
his every step, undefiled and free from sin in any shape or form.
Where, where will you find one, among all the rulers of the world,
king, emperor, or sultan, free from the sin of tyranny? How
many among the wise and good of the Earth will you find who
trod the path of life pure and undefiled? There is but one, and
that one is Jesus, who prayed for his bitterest enemies. In that
one the weak ever found an advocate; he was ever ready to lift
the fallen from the mire into which they had sunk-spurning them
not, but welcoming back, even the basest, to his bosom of goodness and love. I have heard the wailing cry of the widow over
the dead body of her husband, and his ear, which was ever open
to the cry of the poor and needy, was not closed to her pitiful
supplication ;-he stretched forth his arm, and at a word, the
Spirit once more took possession of his body, to sojourn a little
longer on Earth for the protection of his wife and child. He of
whom I speak is our Prince and King. To him we willingly
submit. At his command we are ready to go far away into space;
and gladly we would undertake the task, though it should take
ten thousand years to reach our destination ;-ay, though it should
be to the deepest and darkest of the hells-to the vilest of the
vile-thither we joyfully go, that some poor wretched Spirit, to
whom attention has been directed, may be drawn up to light and
love. Ah, with what heartiness-with what zealous ardour, are
these missions of mercy engaged in by the messengers whom he
sends out, sustained as they are by the hope of the good time
coming when all shall enjoy the light of his countenance, and see
what we see in his vast and beautiful kingdom.
How great the change in man when he comes into the Spirit
World, and yet in some points how like his previous self before
he was born into the mortal body, when he was pure and inno-
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cent as the babe ; but his second existence-his life in the body
-has darkened the bright original image ; and the purifying process must go on till that image is restored, till it becomes so
gloriously bright that no mortal may look on its effulgent glory.
Look at the Sun for a second or two when shining in his strength,
undimmed by clouds, and what is the effect on the bodily eye?
Darkness. Continue to gaze on the great luminary, and blindness ensues. And such would be the result were you permitted
to cast but one glance on pure Spirit-so intensely, grandly bright
is it It is too Divine for mortal eye: you require eyes of another
kind to look on it with safety.
A great change, then, passes over the Spirit when he throws off
the material covering. On Earth, he sought after earthly things
such as ministered to the wants of his natural body : he was bound
down in his thoughts by trials and cares, and as a consequence
his mind became dull and enveloped as it were in an atmosphere
of worldliness. But he enters the Spirit World, and he finds all
clear and beautiful; he feels himself in a new, in a better state
of existence; there is nothing to darken or confuse him ; there is
no shade thrown in upon his mental powers, but all is clear and
bright The new-born Spirit, once so dull in apprehension, is
now quick in perception-he can read the very thoughts of other
Spirits, embodied or disembodied; there is nothing hid, all is open.
In fact, the whole man, with all his Earth experiences and memories, is in a new world, and possessed of powers adapted to his
new condition, powers far beyond your comprehension; for whereever he desires to be, there he is ; if he should long to be on
Earth to rescue the fallen ones from ruin, he is there at once ; and
he is ready (as all are here) to be sent on errands of grace to man.
But all this, as you will readily perceive, applies only to those
whose previous course, in the Earth-life, has been one of goodness
and truth. 0 that men would but try to walk in the steps of
Jesus the Nazarene, our Great Prince; then would the Earth be
different from what it has been-from what it is-and more like
this glorious Spirit World I do not, of course, in this refer to
the dark caverns where unhappy souls wander to and fro : ah, no !
-but to that sunny world of joy and gladness where all are loving
and being loved-blessing and being blessed ; where harmony
and peace reign for ever ; where truth shines out in unclouded
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radiance. And to become dwellers in such a land, why should we
forbear using all our powers of persuasion with mankind?
0! the time comes on. I see it approaching, though man may
little dream of it. My mind is clearer. I can discern the signs
in the Heavens, and also on the Earth. Some men will tell you
they return to the dust from whence they came ; none will deny
that, so far as the outward covering is concerned. But what of
the spirit? These men sneeringly inquire, in their vain conceit,
"Where are the happy homes of your theologians?" Thousands
on thousands deny, in this your day, the existence of God and
of the life beyond. There have been some of this class at all
times; but when we see mankind madly rushing back into Atheism, that is the time for our grand effort. Ye are now on the
threshold of that time. It is at the door. All old things will be
dashed to pieces, even as a potter's vessel. There will come the
grand upheaving of barriers which stand in the way of the great
work of the world's deliverance; and, even as the wool is torn and
teased and purified, so shall it be with man's theological notions
and his venerated creeds, which will give place to the truth ; tlut
which the Prince taught as the humble Nazarene will be proclaimed
once more in the ears of men.
Those who are wise in their own estimation may refuse to listen
to this; but it is sure, nevertheless. It is for us to know these
things-for us to declare them, when permitted. This forewarning
of that which is about to take place has been held back. But
now, prepare to witness a great outpouring from the Spirit World,
and that at no distant day. It is near at hand It will be in
your day-a short time before you are called by the sweet Angel
of Death to leave the body. Your eyes will behold a mighty revolution-a great stride in advance towards the grand consummation-that golden age I have so often referred to.
That time will come, and with it Heaven's Messenger. Note
well the signs I See how men push and drive in futherance of
their material interests-forgetful, alas ! in the pursuit of mere
earthly possessions, of the great and never-ending future life-forgetful of the God who made them, and who designed them for
the enjoyment of something far higher and nobler than aught
Earth, with all its fleeting fascinations, can afford.
These Messengers are but the servants to do the work on
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Earth appointed to be done by the Great Spirit ; and ever, in the
world's history, as the time for their advent drew near, there were
not wanting thoughtful men to observe the signs, the harbingers of
their coming. This, as I have repeatedly stated to you, was the
case before the coming of the Prince. The time was ripe, and he
came. And so will it be with him of whom I have been speaking.
He will not be equal to Jesus, the Prince ; for he stood in the
middle-no one before him, and no one after him, to be compared with him. But all are sent to do Heaven's great work : to
raise mankind from grovelling earthliness to the enjoyment of
Spiritual life-the establishment of the good time, when love and
truth will reign supreme in the hearts of all Earth's sons and
d:\ughters.
(Mr. Murray.)- Will the advmt be brought about by gnat
Spiritual ma1zijatations 1

Had you taken up correctly what I said you would have seen
that I did not refer to a great manifestation of Spirit power on the
Earth, but to the coming of a single man-an individual who will
revolutionise the world. He will not, however, be left unaided
by the Spirit World; for he will receive an army of assistance in
the carrying out of the work for the benefit of mankind. But I
cannot enter into the subject at present; suffice it, that one will
come, even sooner than may be expected. When he does come,
those of you who are seeking after Spiritual light, and who are
carefully studying the signs of the time, will know of it-in the
same way as the coming of the Great Prince of Peace was known
by many in my day. The coming one will be inferior to Jesus,
but though of human parentage, he will be the chosen Messenger
of Heaven, who will open up the avenues to man's soul, now
closed by Atheism.
I must now leave you. May the blessing of the Most High
and Holy One be upon you; and ere the loving angel calls you
hence, may you be honoured to help on the great work which the
coming Messenger has to accomplish on Earth.
(Controlled by JAN STEEN. )-Have you anytlzi'ng to
in rifermce to the joregoi11g predictioll 1
-

a~mmuni&ale

We do not interfere with one another's missions. Some of
these things we cannot perceive ; we become, as it were, the mere
mediums of conveying them to you ; they come from a higher
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source. I have some knowledge of this prediction, of which you
liave only got the first part You will get more of it in due time.

~tgbt)!=ntntb

~ttttng.
29/k Martk, I 874.

Hermes on the Origin of the Egypti:lns-The Shepherds-Science and ArtArtisans, Dwelling-Houses, Gar.lens, &c.-Polygamy prohibited-The
Temple Service-Book of Death-Moses borrowing from Egypt-The
Hebrews in Egypt-Education of Moses-Melchisedek a Shepherd King
and Builder of a Pyramid-The Plagues-Hebrew Spoliation-The Exodus-Egyptian Account of the Passage of the Red Sea.

Goon evening, friends.-! am permitted to speak to you for a
short time this evening on the temporal and spiritual aspects of
my native country. Not knowing how much you may have learned ·
of history, I will endeavour to give you a brief account, in which I
. shall refer to circumstances that occurred as far back as we can go
in Egyptian history.
Egypt ranked high amongst the nations with which she was
surrounded. Indeed, for ages she was second to none in her
attainments of knowledge, all the known sciences being studied
with the greatest zeal and assiduity by her learned sons. The
origin of the nation is lost in the obscurity of ages. On this point
I might have been able to say more, had I been proficient in our
ancient language. But this I do know: Egypt was a nation in the
far back" Golden Age," when, as peaceful shepherds, they tended
their flocks in the valley and banks of the Nile. Our forefathers,
though simple shepherds, were wise enough to select a spot on
which to settle that was every way fitted to alford, with seasonable
forethought and energy, the most abundant provision for themselves and their herds. It was, doubtless, these early settlers, who
were addicted to the arts of peace, that erected the Cave Temples
and some of the Pyramids-those great buildings that have withstood, even up to your own day, the tear and wear of thousands
of years-as cool and refreshing retreats, it may be, from the
blazing noon-day sun, and in which, at the same time, they might
engage in the worship of the One True God in whom they then
trusted They were evidently a peace-loving and enterprising race
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of men. The natural difficulties that met them were overcome ;
and, though rains were not frequent, by taking advantage of the
annual overflow of the river, which left a rich soil on its subsidence,
Egypt became, in course of time, the granary of the world In the
earliest times of our history, however, it is likely that the intercourse with surrounding nations would not be so great as in later
times: the primitive husbandman would cast his seed on the...
waters, and wait with confidence for the bountiful return ; while
the shepherd would lead his flocks and herds to the verdant
pastures on the banks of the river. Afterwards they must have
erected those magnificent cities, the remains of which were to be
seen in every direction in my day. They had their governments
under which lived great men and small men, bondmen and freemen, priests and philosophers ; while supreme over all were their
king-priests-rulers who watched over the temporal as well as
spiritual welfare of the nation-who looked on the people whom
they governed as their children.
Though the Egyptians were not perhaps acquainted with so
many sciences as are known by men of the present day, they yet
made considerable progress in several. From the earliest ages
they had a knowledge of geometry and navigation, and especially
chemistry-their intimate acquaintance with the latter being
turned to account in their magical incantations. This was done
by many, although such practices were known to be against the
laws of the Great Orus. We had also our sculptors and mighty
masons, the builders of those magnificent temples that were at
one time the wonder of the world. We had engravers who carved
on the granite rocks. We had our carpenters; in fact, all kinds
of workmen necessary for the wants of a people advanced in civilisation. Our ordinary buildings, from the palace to the cottage,
were erected in such a way as to suit the climate. We had our
beautiful gardens, kept fresh and fair by our system of watercourses, which also yielded an abundant supply for our baths, for
we paid strict attention to cleanliness: he who was not clean was
despised, and looked upon as an outcast; and, as requisite for the
efficient on·going of such a community, we had wise and stringent
laws.
But if there is one thing more than another that reflects honour
on the Egyptians, it is the fact that they rigidly adhered to the
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law which prohibited polygamy. No man was allowed to wed
more than one woman, and there were no exceptions, from the
ruler on the throne to his lowest subject,-all came under the
same wise and good law. Woman was accounted every way
equal to man, and indeed something superior. Wherever we find
a nation pursuing such a course, I say that nation is worthy of all
honour.
The laws and regulations in connection with our temples were
very stringent and rigidly enforced. The system was methodical :
there was no confusion, but every act was made useful for the
proper carrying out of the service : from the cleansing of the altar
by the appointed servants, and at the appointed times, to the
duties of the highest official, all was exactly laid down and faithfully worked out. A part of such service was the reading of what
was termed " The Book of Death" to the assembled people in the
temple. That book was held to be holy and inspired, wherein
were recorded all the laws for the guidance of man, with the inspired sayings from the Oracles of the Great Spirit himself. In
this book you could read, or if not you could hear read, lessons
of wisdom and truth : therein the veil was drawn aside, !ft order
that man might be able to prepare for his great future life beyond
the river. If this was idolatry, I praise Orus for such idolatry !
for this is what the Egyptians were charged with by those whose
forefathers they had fed-who had broken away from them, and
set up as a nation for themselves. No doubt their great forefather who led his flocks through the plains of Mamre and
Bethel, was one who well deserved to be venerated as a father;
but this can hardly be said of Moses, their leader from Egypt,
who is said to have been chosen by God. Be this as it may, I
know there are messages penned by him that must have been
taken from our " Book of Death." Moses knew all our secrets ;
he could not but know them, seeing he was educated as a Prince
of the Royal House of Pharaoh. I do not find fault with him for
making use of the knowledge he had acquired, but surely he
should have stated where he had found it. His account of the
formation of the Earth, the origin of man, and the great flood of
waters (in which it is said .that all but a few of the race of man
were destroyed), he copied from our books, but he is decidedly
wrong in his dates. That statement about the all but total
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destruction of mankind by the flood, I put aside as fabulous ; I
believed it at the time I lived in Egypt, not now.
But, to go on. I have said we had our trades of every description, such as masons, carpenters, and weavers ; bakers, husbandmen, and shepherds ; painters, engravers, and decorators ;
our various workers in metals-all indicative of a nation not very
barbarous surely, but, because of the close attention paid to the
arts of peace, open to the attacks of warlike people around us, by
whom we were sometimes scattered, peeled, or carried away
captive.
We have been described by the Hebrews in their books as
gross idolaters, slaveholders, and hard taskmasters. Doubtless
these early Egyptians, like the neighbouring nations, enslaved ,
their prisoners of war. The Hebrews had come among us, as
shepherds, seeking food for themselves and their flocks, and because of one of their race, whom they had years before sold into
slavery, who had done good service to Egypt and had become a
great ruler, they were welcomed, and had the fairest portion of
the land given to them as a possession. Famine had spread over
all the nations, and many were fed by Egypt out of the abundant
stores collected through the foresight of the youthful Hebrew
Ruler, who appears to have been favoured by God to foresee the
coming scarcity, even when there were no signs of such to be seen
-storing up com in houses all over the land in seasons of plenty :
thus making the Egyptians the masters of the famine-stricken
nations around, who were dependent on them for bread.
The father of this Hebrew youth had been highly honoured by
Pharaoh, and, as I have said, got a present from him of the best
land, on which he and his children lived ; and for generations the
Hebrews prospered greatly in Egypt, becoming numerous and
strong. But as they grew in strength they grew also in pride, and
made themselves disagreeable to the Egyptians, grumbling against
the nation which had sheltered and nourished them ; and, to obtain the mastery, these Hebrews at length threatened to crush the
Egyptians, but we crushed them, and compelled them to labour
for the support they claimed ; for these idle grumblers would do
nothing-they wanted to live on the. toil of others. Man was
made to work, not to stand still.
Moses, as I have said, was brought up and educated as a Prince,
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and revelled in all the luxury of the Egyptian Court ; but he was
also a priest (secretly), thoroughly initiated into all the mysteries
of the Temple service. There should certainly be no mysteries
connected with the worship of God; but in these Temple
communities there was much more taught than belonged to
mere worship, even in my day ; and my eyes were opened to see
the evils that prevailed, and I denounced them. The secrets of
the priests consisted in a knowledge of chemistry and other arts,
by practising which before the eyes of the ignorant they were led
to think that the priests were something more than men : as a
consequence, these deceivers had no difficulty in filling their
pockets at the expense of the deluded people ; and Moses was no
exception to the rule, even though he was a prince of the House
of Pharoah, who also was the head of the priesthood. But Moses,
according to our records, slew a man, and fled from Egypt-from
all the glory and grandeur of the Egyptian Court, and became
the humble shepherd of the flocks of a Median priest. He
afterwards married the priest's daughter, and settled down as a
shepherd for many years. At last he appeared in Egypt as
the chosen leader of the Hebrews to delivt:r them from the
bondage of their masters. I have no right to question the
position he assumed. For their great forefather Abraham,
who was respected by the Egyptians of his day, prophesied
that his descendants should possess the land of Canaan ;
and the efforts which Moses put forth for the rescue of his
nation from bondage were doubtless under the direction of
Heaven.
It was well known to some that one of our Shepherd Kings,
living at the same time as the great Hebrew Patriarch, after building one of the Pyramids, conceived the idea of setting up a kingdom in Canaan, and in course of time he erected a city which
he named Salem, where he ruled as king and priest. The nations
around combined to drive him back to Egypt; but Abraham,
coming to know that this king, with whom he was on terms
of friendship, was hard beset by his foes, came to the rescue,
and valorously dispersed the assailants. Melchisedek there and
then made a solemn covenant with Abraham that Salem should
become the inheritance of his descendants. This Shepherd King
of Egypt was a true worshipper of God, having broken off from
2G
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the mysteries of the Egyptians, and entertained doctrines similar
to those taught by the Persians. •
Now, this promise made to Abraham was handed down from
generation to generation, and no doubt Moses and the chief men
amongst the Hebrews were aware of it, and claimed the promise
as coming from God. Whether they were right in so doing, I
cannot tell This much I can say, that of all the plagues and
judgments given in the Hebrew books as falling on the Egyptians,
I do not find the slightest trace in the historical records of Egypt
The Hebrews left Egypt carrying off with them an immense
spoil, which, according to their own account, they had obtained
by fraud from the people of Egypt They robbed all around
them on the pretence of borrowing-not sparing the poor of the
land ; a cruel, heartless act was this, but quite in harmony with
their general character. These men scrupled not at falsehood to
obtain their neighbours' property, and would have others believe
that they had the command of God for the dastardly deed. Does
God permit lies? Does he sanction fraud ? The Hebrews have
a grand tale about the anxiety of the Egyptians to bring back the
fugitives ; but the expedition of Pharaoh was not for the purpose
of getting back the Hebrews, but to recover the property they
had stolen away. The ruler could not see his people robbedeven of the very arms they carried-and not put forth a hand to
restore them. Hebrew writers say they had a right to take all
they could, for they had toiled for it Admitting this, why should
they also rob the poor of the land?
• This statement about Melchisedek, and one of similar import made by
Haftd at the Sitting of 20th March, 1870 (page 83), had slipped from my
memory, like many other statements made through the Medium; but, about
the beginning of May, 1874. it was recalled to my mind, on seeing, in one of
the daily papers, a paragraph in which the writer charges Professor Piaui
Smyth, Astronomer-Royal for Scotland, with "romancing," in stating, in a
work written by him, that !tldclzisetkk was tlzt !Niltitr of tlzt Grtut Pyramid. I
subsequently ascertained that this statement is made by the learned professor
in the second edition of his work, "Our Inheritance in the Great Pyramid, ••
published by Isbister & Co., Lu.Jgate Hill, in the month of March, 1874- I
have not seen this work; but I have no doubt that before Professor Smyth
arrived at such a conclusion in reference to Melchisedek, it must have cost him
much labour, scientific and literary. And yet this singular statement-so
singular that the learned gentleman is accused of romancing in 1D11king it-was
made four yearc; before through an unlettered working-man.
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Well, they followed their leader's directions, and they got into
a strange position. Had I been their leader, I certainly would
have chosen a very different route. They found themselves
hemmed in by natural barriers on both sides with the sea before
them. Fortunately for them, there had just been an earthquake
or convulsion in the neighbourhood, and the Red Sea had been
!ubjected to consequent upheavings, and that portion of it which
they had reached they found dry ; in their extremity, with the
Egyptians following on their rear, they crossed over; but the tidal
wave came back to its original bed, sweeping away the mighty
host of Egypt's warriors, and also the tail of the Hebrews. Their
writers forget to give this tail-piece, but such is according to Egyptian records.
I must stop here to-night
[ Bmediction.]

Etnettetb

~ttttng.
26th April, r874.

QutsliiJns: Age of the Pyramids-Moses and the Deluge-Design of the Great

Pyramid-Its Condition in Hermes' Time-Re·incamation: Why Taught
by Spirits ?-Egyptian Records of the Hebrews-Orus-Myth of OsirisThoth or Hermes-Egyptian Standard of Measure - ·Hafed and Hermes
on the Plagues-Zoroaster-The Early Use of Iron-Were the Magi
Priests ?-Destiny of the Suicide.

Goon evening, friends.-You have a number of questions to put:
I will answer them now.
Do you suppost the Pyramids lo have bem buill priQr lo 1/u Deluge
recorded by Moses 1
I can find no traces in Egyptian records of such a Deluge at
the date given by Moses. How he got everything so definite-so
clearly stated in reference to it, is altogether beyond my comprehension ; for I can trace facts of history from dates far beyond
that ascribed to the Deluge. The Egyptian records place the
Deluge much farther back. But Moses was just the man to
adapt such stories to suit his purpose. I believe he begins his
account from the time when mankind were in an innocent condition-when the Egyptians were a happy race of shepherds-that
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Golden Age when the Spirit World held communion with mortals;
it was then, according to his account, that evil crept in, and mankind were bitten by the Serpent, the symbol of Wisdom and
of Power, because of the fascination lodged in its beautiful eyes.
I have no doubt whatever that the earliest of these Pyramids was
erected long before the date assigned to the Deluge recorded by
M~L

•

Can yfJU say whdlzer tk Great Pyramid was oltkr tkan tk
otlurs 1

I am not sure as to the age of these buildings ; but I do not
think the Great Pyramid was the oldest.
For what purpou, can you say, u•ere tkse Pyramids erected 1

Some of these buildings, but especially the Great Pyramid, were
said to have been reared under Divine direction for measurements
and observations. They were also used for religious worship and
as tombs. Some of them had great chambers, and in one of them
there were galleries.
h1 what condition were these Pyramids and Temples in yfJUr day 1

Egypt, in my day, was in a very reduced condition. Many of
her beautiful temples and public buildings were overthrown; her
water-courses were choked up, and the hot sands of the Desert
encroached on her once fertile plains. The marble facing of the
Great Pyramid was almost all taken away. It had become a sort
of quarry. The outside was wearing away ; and the verdure with
which at one time it was surrounded was disappearing.
You would, as an Egyptian, feel some degree of pride in looking
upo11 these wonderful examples of archilt:clure 1

No ; but I might have had such a feeling had I seen them in
·
all their glory and beauty.
What is your opinion

of /he doctrine of .Re-incarnation 1

I believe in incarnation. Man, spiritually, being the offspring
of God, is, as I have said, something infinite in nature. In his
prior existence, he shuffles off the spirit body he received from
God, and takes on the carnal-he becomes incarnated. But putting off the mortal, he never returns to the material state. Why,
that would be a new creation !
How is it that such a doctrine is taught by Spirits 1

I will tell you how. Had I left the body while I was simply
an Egyptian priest, I would have tried (had I been communicat-
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ing) to explain such subjects according to the ideas I then entertained, and would have continued to do so, until my eyes were
opened by superior light. You must not take everything as correct merely because it comes from a Spirit. You must judge of
that which is communicated. If it commends itself to reason,
accept it ; if not, reject it.
Where did you learn about /he sojourn of /he Hebrews in Egypt 1
We had their whole history from the time they entered the
land until they left it, written on the tombs of their forefathers ;
for while the Hebrews were with us the written language was in
hieroglyphics.
Was 1/u name Orus, as used by you for /he Deity, in use among
the Egyptians only 1
No; but I believe the name was first used by the people of
Egypt. The neighbouring nations used the same word to designate the Supreme Spirit Osiris and Isis were subordinate gods.
Do you know anything of an Egyptian myth as to Osiris being
tom to fn~crs by Typhon, and Isis collecting //zest pt~ces, and
conuquen/ resurrtclioll of Osiris 1
Yes; it was symbolical : just something like that of the Boar
killing Adonis.
Can you ttl! me anything about T!tollz or Hermes 1
He was an Egyptian sage or prophet, living in a far back age
before the Pharaohs.
W!tal was the standard of mtasure i11 Egypt!
The cubit, which was, as near as may be, the distance from
here to the tips of the fingers [pointing to the middle of the
upper portion of the arm], and that was again divided into fifteen
parts, or thereabouts.
(Con/rolled by HAFED.) - You said in o1u of our early sittings
(Silting XV.) thai you found the Hebnw accou111 of the
Plagues verified by inscriptions on anciml Eg;•ptimz Tablds.
Bul the Egyptia11 says he could find no /ram of such. Wt11
you e:x.plaill this J
Well, it is just as I have stated. I could read the hieroglyphics ; he could not, at least not so well. And then he is an
Egyptian, and not much disposed to admit the fact. But the
hieroglyphic records are hardly so forcible in the description as
those of the Hebrew writer.
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Wluzl dots llu twme Zor()(U/er signify 1
The name in the ancient Persian signifies one who gives himself entirely to Divine influence ; one who secludes himself from
the world. But, though he shut himself up in a cave, the great
reformer was not unmindful of his brethren of mankind ; for he
sacrificed much to benefit his fellow-men.
Did lte live long bifore the lime of Moses!
According to our records, he did not live long before the time
of the great Hebrew. It might be about one hundred years. •
Can you give me any information z'n regard lo lite use of iron in
Persia and the Eas/1
Iron was in use in far back ages, beyond the dates of acknowledged history. In my day there were bronze arms in use ; but
there were also steel implements, and these were certainly much
better. Some of the wild outlying tribes, who lived by the chase,
used flint weapons. But how could the mighty nations of the
olden times have raised ~hose great structures, the ruins of which
were to be seen in my day, without tools of iron? Would bronze
have done? No. In Egypt there were stones so hard that it
would have been difficult to have cut them even with steel Iron
was in use in Persia when we were but wandering tribes-that is,
before the date that Moses gives to creation. In India, in some
of her great temples, there were vast pieces of wrought-iron used
in their erection-some of the beams the thickness of a man-a
cubit square. Iron was plentiful in Persia: we had our smelting
furnaces, and a great trade in arms was carried on with countries
round about. It was mostly overland ; we were no great navigators. Egypt had her supply of iron from Eden [so pronounced]
on the Arabian side of the Red Sea.
You said on one occasion lltatlhe Magi were no/ pn'esls: Were
/here no sacrifoes made a/ your altars 1
There were no living sacrifices offered up at our altars. Men
may term us priests, but we were not. The priests were a different
class in Persia altogether. They devoted themselves to the service of the Deity ; but some of them were idolaters, devoted to
false gods. The Magi were the leaders, the public instructors of
the people.
• See Note, J;>.

89.

Digitized by

Coogle

COMMUNICATIONS FROM HERMES.

455

I have bun reading a cqmmunkaliDn givm by a Spirillhrough a
writing Medium, in wltkh she says she commilled suicide,
a!lli /hal for /his silz she was doomed lo abide in dismal
darkness, and left lo her own 1/zoughls for fifty years; that
there was no possibility of her rescue from such a condilirm
Ulllil I he expiry of /he fifty years-the period she had stolm
frqm her Earth-life: Is this the law of the Spirit World 1
If the light broke in upon her at the expiry of fifty years of
darkness, she may have come to such a conclusion. But who
may tell the length of the Earth-life ? No one ; and so much the
better for man, for were it otherwise, how many would weary under
the burden of a lengthened life I and a spirit out of the body is,
in such a matter, no wiser than one still in mortal form. Many
lives are shortened by diseases, accidents, and violence, over which
mankind may have but little control. But he who takes away
his own life, thereby robbing God and robbing his fellow-men of
his precious time, is the worst of all criminals, and deserves the
greatest punishment I know of some wretched Spirits, not
suicides, who cannot tell the time they have been wandering in
these dark regions, and I do not suppose thes..: will endure a
heavier retribution than the suicide. [Benea'idion.]

[The lengthened interval between this sitting and the following was almost
entirely devoted to sittings for revisal of the Communications and the production of the Direct Drawings and Writings, by the controlling Spirits, as illustrations of this work. In the month of May, 1874. Mr. Henry Murrny (for a
long time the only individual permitted to attend these sittings) was, after a
brief illness, taken away to the "better country."' At our meeting on 7th
June thereafter, the Persian spoke as follows:-" We find it difficult, much
more so than on other occasions, to communicate with you, owing to the
length of time that has passed since we last met. I know that during that
time one of your number has passed away from bodily sight-one in whom we
were interested whilst he sojourned in the body. But now he has crossed the
river, and he will soon be able to join with us. I have seen him, and I expect
that, in a short time, be will walk forth with us, and participate in the gladness of Spirit-life. I was glad that, at your recent sittings, our Egyptian
friend discoursed on Death, knowing as I did that which was impending. And
yet we feel somewhat grieved that one of your number should be taken away:
we feel as if a link were mapt in the chain which bound us to your Earth·
sphere.'' Mr. Murray was a bold, straightforward, and uncompromising
Spiritualist, and was much esteemed by a large circle of friends.]
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Hennes Resumes his Narrative-Labours in Egypt-Hermes and his Companions set out for Judea-Denunciation of Egyptian Priests-Outfit of the
Missionaries-Exiles among the Mountains-Syrian Volunteers-Ancient
Moab-Gifts of the Spirit-Judean Cities-Depravity of the Jews-How
the Disciples of Jesus treated the Ragged Egyptians-Meeting with Jesus.
(!u~sllims: Personal Appearance of Jesus-Hermes and Jesus in EgyptHow Hermes got his Name.

Goon evening, my friends.-To-night I shall try to give you some
farther account of my experiences while in the mortal body. I
laboured for some years amongst my countrymen, the Egyptians ;
but they would not listen to the truths which I and those who
took part with me were commissioned to proclaim; they seemed
resolved to stop their ears against all appeals, and to stand fast by
the old doctrines and worship which had prevailed for ages.
Cast out, rejected by our own countrymen, we at length resolved
to depart from Egypt, and undertake that journey we had oftentimes pondered over-a visit to Palestine, where we knew we
should meet with him on whom I had been taught to look as the
Heaven-sent Deliverer of the nations. And yet we felt deeply to
leave the land of our birth. But we could not do otherwise:
our doctrines were generally rejected by the Egyptians; they
were determined to do as their fathers did-to die in the idolatrous slough which blinded their eyes to the glorious light of the
truth.
We required little preparation for our journey, for beyond the
well-worn cloaks on our backs, the sandals on our feet, and the
staffs in our hands, possessions we had none. We knew that the
way was beset with dangers. We had to dread not only beasts of
prey, but men whose hearts were hard-cruel and ferocious as the
wildest beasts of the desert. Ah, me I when shall the good time
come !-when shall the true light shine in upon the darkened
minds of mankind, when, over all the Earth, men will look on
each other as brothers-children of the One Mighty Father; when
the sword shall no longer be drawn, nor thousands sent before
their time into the Spirit World, their destined time on Earth cut
short by the hands of their own brethren I
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On leaving Egypt we travelled by way of the Desert, round by
the head of the Red Sea, so that we might labour for a time
amongst the poor mountaineers and some exiles who had sheltered themselves there from those who had trampled them under
foot because of their adherence to /he truth-that the Great Spirit
ruling in Heaven and on Earth is the Father, the Creator of all
things, from whom we all spring ; who could not by the hands
of man be shaped from blocks of stone, nor likened unto the
animals that crawled upon the earth, or flew in the air; but who
is the Invisible God.
As I have said, I and the eight brethren who accompanied me,
though strong in faith, went on our long and toilsome journey
with only the clothes on our backs and the sandals on our feet,
and these well worn before we set out ; indeed, so ill provided
were we that we had to beg on our way for daily bread. Many
of those we solicited spurned us from them. We began to feel
the effect of lifting up our voices against prevailing evils. Here
were men, some of whom would at one time have bent the knee
before me in reverence, now shunning me. And why? Because
I had denounced that religious system whose priests were robbers,
hoodwinking the ignorant people, and, while professing to enlighten, keeping them in the dark. They kept back the truth,
that the High and Holy One was not confined to mighty temples
carved in stone, but might be worshipped at all times and in every
place-in the verdant fields or on the mountain tops. They knew
better; but, alas ! it was the greed of gain that bound them to
their iniquitous course. But, away from all this, forward we must
go and place ourselves under our Great Captain-Jesus the
Nazarene. Brought up when a boy under Issha, my own venerable tutor, I had learned from time to time concerning him, and
I knew that when we met again I should receive his cordial welcome. He had now entered on his great work, proclaiming the
truth in the land of his birth-the light that was destined to glorify
the Earth, and for which generations unborn would praise him.
And I was to take part in his blessed work ! (0, my friends,
bear with me; for while addressing you through this Medium, I
feel as if I were still in the Earth body-I speak as a mortal man.)
Travelling onwards, we at length crossed over by the head of
the Red Sea : not as the ancient Hebrews, bent on the slaughter
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of their enemies, the tribes whose territories they invaded. No,
our mission was of a very different nature ; we went forth to do
battle with the evil in the hearts of men : to drive out man's great
enemy-sin ; to show the people the path which would lead them
from darkness to light, and usher in the happy time-that time,
pictured by the poets of Greece, when the Seraphim walked and
talked with men, till pride crept in, and they foolishly imagined
themselves equal with the Gods. In our wanderings through some
of the wild tracts, we met with one here and there in possession
of the true light : and, on reaching the mountainous parts, we
found some men who had embraced the truth spiritually given to
them, and who valued the privilege of communion with the Spirit
World. With them we resolved to abide for a time. We learned
that they were exiles-driven there because of their faith. The
Spirit had been poured down from on high on two or three of
these men, and when they went out to their fellow-men and delivered the heavenly message, they were scorned, ac~ounted madmen, called impostors, and, by violent persecution, ~ere driven to
seek shelter in the caves and ruins of the mountains.
. In one of these retreats, we found two or three Syrian brethren
living together. They had laboured hard and suffered much in
the service of the truth, and had committed their experiences to
writing, that when called away from Earth, some memorials of their
work should remain for the use of others. We found, too, that
they knew of Jesus and his mission in Judea. They had been
told by Spirit messengers of his wonderful birth, and of the great
work he was destined to accomplish. And when we told them
our story, and that we were on our way to join ourselves to him,
they joyfully embraced us, exclaiming, "Thanks be to God, now
we have some to sympathise with us." Accordingly, they resolved
to accompany us, and enlist also in the service of the Great Prince,
the Light of the World.
We rested with the brethren for a short time, as we were footsore and weary in body, and discouraged in spirit For some
time our only shelter at night from the heavy dew had been the
outspread branches of a tree ; for in some places we encountered
the bitter opposition of those who, though making the loudest professions of religion, would listen to no new doctrine, but, stirring
up the people against us, drove us out into the wilds. But when
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our spirits got low, the words were sweetly whispered in our ears,
" Rise, my sons, go forth on your mission ; be not discouragedye shall triumph in the end ; and Heaven's brightest diadems shall
be yours." These gracious words revived our drooping spirits.
At length we resumed our journey, our band reinforced in
number by three of the brethren we had met with. We travelled
on till we reached the district of country where the cities of Moab
had flourished in the olden time. At this time, many of them
were in ruins or fast falling into decay. It is a sad sight to look
on a wasted country. 0 war, cruel, pitiless war I How often
hast thou swept away the innocent with the guilty, sparing neither
age nor sex in thy ruthless, reckless course! How often hath thy
sackings and slaughterings laid the fair city desolate, while the
cries of the wretched inhabitants were choked 'mid the smoke and
flames of their burning dwellings ! The doctrines of the Prince
of Peace put into practice by the nations would put an end to all
this. And as with nations, so with individuals : let men but follow in the steps of Jesus, and then countenances that were veiled
in sadness will beam out in joyful smiles, and sin and sufferiag
be banished from the Earth. It has been said in an ancient
record that one man might withstand a host ; but what, then,
might not twelve men do? This was no contention of armed
hosts, no fighting with seen enemies. Our foes were unseen.
We had to do battle with evil in the heart of man,-different in
manifestation in different nations, but the same evil. But we
were not left to fight alone. In proclaiming the truth that had
been committed to us, we but spoke as the Spirit dictated. The
words appeared to flow in upon us, by what means we could not
tell I felt I must speak the words whispered as it were in my
ears ; and had a drawn sword been presented against my breast
threatening death as the penalty of my words, I could not have
done otherwise than speak. I knew my destined work, and when
that was done, content would I be to lay down my life because of
the truth.
Having travelled on through Moab, doing what we could by
the way, we at length entered Palestine, in which at that time
there were a number of fair cities and towns. These were under.
Roman rule, and when we came to know the character of their
inhabitants, we considered it was well that they were under the
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Roman government We had in our journey met with wild and
barbarous men, but nothing to be compared with many in these
Judean cities. It was not safe even to walk along their streets;
for murders, assassinations, and robberies were constantly occurring. Compared with neighbouring nations, they were vile indeed. •
When our eyes witnessed the prevailing iniquity, we no longer
wondered that the Great Deliverer was sent to them. They
proudly asserted that they were the Chosen of the Most Highand doubtless, when we looked to the history of surrounding
nations, God had dealt wonderfully with them ; and yet with the
consciousness of this, these men thought nothing of engaging in
. the solemn service of God in the Temple, and, on leaving it,
embruing their hands in the blood of their neighbours. God had
dealt with them as he had dealt with no others, according to their
own records, yet they would take no lesson. His goodness and
his severity had alike been without effect on the rebellious, erring
Children of Israel. And now He sends his Son to them, the
murder of whom will be the greatest of their crimes.
In our way towards Judea, we had become possessed of various
spiritual gifts-in particular, the power of healing. Each of us
was endowed, but not all alike. I myself had the gift of tongues.
Accordingly, as we journeyed on, we were not neglectful of the
power so freely bestowed, but whenever we got an opportunity,
endeavoured to do all the good we could. It was while thus
engaged, one day, we first met with some of the personal followers
of Jesus. They were some of those who had been sent out by
him, commissioned to proclaim the truth, and to heal the sick.
They found us doing the same work as they themselves were engaged in, and they wondered: yet we did it under the direction of
the same Spirit. But they turned away from us, evidently despising
us because of our mean and miserable appearar.ce, for we were
wayworn, our clothing ragged and tom, and our feet, which at one
time had sandals, were now, by reason of the long journey, cut,
bruised, and bare. Truly we were in a wretched condition, and
because of this, they evidently carried back with them an evil impression of our work to Jesus. But we went on with the good
work, hundreds gathering around us wherever we went We spoke
as we were led by the Spirit ; the words were not ours, and many
received the truths which we proclaimed.
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At length we met with him whom we had travelled so far to see.
We found him in the neighbourhood of Bethlehem, where my
venerable friend the Persian had welcomed his advent to Earth.
On coming near to him, he looked at us, and turning to his disciples, he said-" These are men who have come from Egypt, and
who have been taught by the Spirit of Truth." Then turning to
us, he saluted and welcomed us gladly. I will never forget during
the ages of eternity the gracious welcome we received from Jesus
our loving Prince.
I will say no more to-night. If you have any questions to put
to me, I will answer them.
I should /if« to have an account from you
a !lee of ycsus at that lime.

of the personal appear-

Well, I knew him when he was a little boy in Egypt. But when
I met with him in Judea, I was startled ; for, as I looked on him,
he appeared to me more than man : there was something in his
face and in the glance of his eyes that told me plainly I was
in the presence of no mere mortal. His countenance beamed with
a light not natural. When he spoke, his voice went into the very
depths of my soul In bodily appearance, he was rather tall;
slender, but yet proportionate. There was somewhat of the
woman in his cast of countenance. His hair was of a fairish
auburn, parted in the middle of his head, and hanging over his
shoulders. His eyes were black, sharp, and piercing, with a depth
of expression not mortal.
Did his disciples u!ldersla!zd the relation you bore to him 1

Yes; he had told them that he knew me when in Egypt, and that
we were both educated by the same tutor-the venerable Issha.
I have often wondered why all notice of his education in Egypt
has been left out of the narratives of his mission handed down to
you; for I remember that one of his disciples, Matthew, had, just
before we were scattered by persecution, written a narrative of the
work, and he had heard what Jesus had said on the matter. At
that time I was just about being senl away on a mission to the
land of my birth. There is a natural yearning in man to see his
own home again after years of absence. And I felt this. Ah,
how many blessed hours had I spent there at the feet of my beloved father and teacher, while I listened to the wonderful tales of
what had been done by the Gods for the Egyptians. It was then
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he gave me a name, calling me after one famed in the olden time
as the inventor of written language in Egypt-(Htr11U's*].
[After the utterance of a solemn invocation the Controlling Spirit
left. The letter from Jesus to Hafed was then given in direct
writing. See page I 38 and Appnuiix.]
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Depravity of the Jewish Nation-John the Baptist-Herod and HerodiasPharisees an Essenes-Jesus and his Disciples-The Temple PurgedThe Sadducees-Craftiness of the Pharisees-Increase of DiscivlesMissionaries sent out-The Parting Supper-Prayer of Jesus-His Part·
ing Address to Hermes. Questions: The Sons of Joseph and MaryCharacter of Judas-Miraculous Supply of Alms-Herod and his Family.
BEFORE entering further into my narrative, I must once more say
something on that which I have already alluded to-I mean the
character of the people of Judea about the time of our visit.
They had long been a byeword amongst the nations for depravity.
Of course, I do not mean to say that there were no good men
amongst them; for there were some of these, and very many, who,
throughout their history as a nation, had shone as the stars. At
this time, however, the Jews seem to have reached the lowest
depth of social disorganisation-so much so that no one could be
said to be sure of his life in the streets even of Jerusalem, the
holy city. Terror reigned, and each one distrusted his neighbour.
One might be walking quietly and peaceably on his way, and, ere
he reached his home, the dagger of the assassin ended his earthly
career. And these murderous deeds were not confined to the
streets and lanes of the city. Many were afraid to sit down to
meat in their own houses, lest they should become the victims of
the secret poisoner. Crime was rampant ; the religious sects
entertained the bitterest hatred to all who differed from them ;
and turmoil, from the King to the peasant, prevailed over all the
community.
It was to such a nation the Prophet and Reformer John the

• The name was given in Direct Writing.
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Baptist had been raised up, sometime before our visit. John, as
you may be aware, was nearly related to Jesus, their mothers
being cousins. John was the son of a priest, and from his infancy
was fully endowed with the Spirit. There had always been something eccentric about him.; for even when a boy, instruction by
the ordinary methods was lost upon him, and what he did acquire
was ascribed to an inner teaehing. In this he was unlike Jesus,
for he, when a boy, was an apt scholar in any branch of study.
Of John it may be truly said, he was the pioneer of Jesus. Indeed he was destined for that work ; for, from his boyhood till he
was cut off in the prime of manhood, he preached to the people,
in his wild but honest way, the grand truths which the Lord was
afterwards to elaborate and enforce. Many of those who had
listened to the burning language of John, as he denounced the
sensuality and hypocrisy of the time, thought he was under the
control of a Spirit For some time he refused to wear ordinary
clothing, and clad himself instead in the skins of animals; living
on herbs, and quenching his thirst by water from the wayside
stream. Notwithstanding these peculiarities, John effected a
great and good work . in Judea, for many of the people of all
classes were deeply impressed by the truths he so boldly uttered,
and were baptised by him ; and even some of the rough soldiers
became disciples of the Baptist Honour and praise be unto
him; for, as a great reformer and a fearless prophet of God, he
was indeed worthy of all honour. Nor was his power felt only by
the people. Herod the tetrarch was not ashamed of the company
of this wild preacher of the wilderness, but esteemed him greatly
-for a time, at least
I have said that Judea was at that time a scene of turmoil and
murderous deeds ; and this may readily be believed when the
character of Herod, their ruler, is considered. He had cast lustful eyes on his brother's wife, who infamously deserted her husband-Herod marrying her after his own wife had fled to her
father. The incestuous pair were evidently ill at ease. They
could not bear the sight of the man they had so foully injured,
and, it was said, got him put out of their way in course of time
by slow poison. But the Baptist, having boldly denounced their
unlawful connection, was thrown into prison. This did not, however, satisfy the guilty paramour of Herod, for, while inflamed
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with wine, she induced him to give her an order for the murder
of John, which was speedily executed. The miserable man, who
regretted deeply the result of his drunkenness, never afterwards
prospered, but was at length degraded from his kingly office, and
banished by the Roman Government; while his wretched partner
fled as a fugitive into distant Spain. When such were the acts
done. in the rpalace of the ruler, what might be expected in the
dens and hovels of the people !
The wickedness of these Hebrews, I repeat, exceeded that of
any other nation : they were a foul blot on the face of God's fair
Earth. When I thought of it, my soul was filled with loathing
and detestation of their atrocities.
And this was the condition of the people to whom the one man
was sent. The great work lay all before him-to lift them up, out
of the deep, dark pit into which they had fallen, to the light of
truth and love. But, alas I they who should have welcomed him
with open arms were blind; they knew him not. "This man!"
they cried. "This man, Jesus, the son of a carpenter, with his
ignorant, uneducated fishermen, what can he do?" And he, the
Prince of Light, to come to such a people ! How many of the
surrounding nations would have honoured him-would have
prized him as the Gift of Heaven ! But that would not have
suited him. He sought for no trumpet to sound his praise.
Ever calm, wise, and humble in all he did and said, he lifted not
up his voice in the streets, but, in loving accents, spoke plainly to
the people concerning the inner truth of their own religious
system-the great truth which had been crusted over by the
lying traditions of .ages, buried out of sight by the cunning craft
of priests-the truth which, when believed, would make them
free : that all men were brethren, children of the same Father;
and that His loving-kindness embraced the whole human race.
Glory and honour for ever be unto him, that he shrank not back
from the great work of man's redemption from the slavery in which
he lay bound I
At this time the Jews generally might be classed under three
religious parties or sects-the Pharisees, Sadducees, and Essenes.
The Pharisee was known by his strict attention to outward acts of
worship, setting himself up as holy, and far beyond his neighbours
of other sects, because of his conformity to rites and ceremonies,
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and his long and oft-repeated prayers. He was distinguished
from other mortals, as he walked along, by the gravity of his
countenance, and the upturning of his eyes towards heaven. He
was holy in his own eyes, at least The Essenes were men of a
very different stamp. From this class chiefly came the followers
of the Lord J esus,-being in a manner ready to follow him,
because of their similarity to him in doctrine and practice. They
were strict in their lives : simple in their habits, eating of the
plainest food, drinking no strong drinks, and washing their bodies
twice a-day, in the cool of the morning and evening. By a strict
adherence to this course, many of them lived to a good old age.
Their clothing, too, was of the simplest description, inasmuch as
all they possessed they carried on their backs. None was richer,
none poorer than another. They ate and drank alike, and they
were sheltered alike. The children born to them were all equally
cared for by the community. Some of these Essenes, like the
devout Persians, rose at daybreak and engaged in prayer. On
entering a city, they claimed and found shelter from their brethren
resident therein. And so, when Jesus and his disciples came into
a strange city, it was the poor Essenes of the place who opened
their doors to him-not the rich Pharisees, nor the sneering
Sadducees.·
Shortly after the Master had begun his work, he selected twelve
of his followers to be near his person, and accompany him from
place to place. In walking by the wayside, in the streets, and
even when they sat at meat, he was continually instructing the
twelve and the other disciples, so that they might be able to do
the same for others. Though I did not reckon myself equal with
those favoured ones whom my Lord had chosen to be near him,
so that they might be instructed as his messengers to spread
abroad his doctrines, yet was I always ready to do what I could ;
and I had good opportunity granted to me, inasmuch as there
were some of my own countrymen, exiled from Egypt, settled in
Judea. This was my field of labour, and in speaking to them, I
felt I could strike home. Nor were my efforts unsuccessful, for
some of them became true followers of Jesus.
The Temple of Jerusalem at the time I am speaking of, had
been finished but a short time before, and the vast building was
truly a beautiful sight for the eye to rest on. It had been set up
2H
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for the worship of the Most High ; but through the cupidity of
the priests the great house of prayer had become, at the time of
our visit, terribly desecrated. When our little company entered
within its walls, we found its porches, not thronged by devout
worshippers, but by persons buying and selling. It had become
an exchange-a common market-place. The first time I saw a
frown of anger on the face of Jesus was then.
He cast a glance
of wrathful indignation on the scene ; then drawing a cord from
his waist he twisted it into a lash ; and with the arm of a giant
and the denunciations of a God, he drove out the mercenary herd,
while none dared to withstand him, but fled in utter dismay.
The Temple of the Living God, dedicated to solemn worship,
turned, by the connivance of greedy priests, into a market-place !
No wonder that the Master, in righteous anger, drove out with a
scourge the profaners of the holy place !
After this many of the Hebrews in Jerusalem, of high and low
degree, became followers of Jesus-some of them secretly; but
there were others who were not afraid to speak openly of him,
notwithstanding the hostility of both the High Priest and Herod,
who wished to crush him. But the Master was unmoved, quietly
saying to those of us who were around him, " Be not ye afraid.
My time is not yet come. The work I am sent to do must be
finished, and then the time will come when I shall be delivered
into their hands." But we did not then fully consider his words.
We thought only how best to gather in adherents, so as to have
strength to withstand those who were opposed to us. The very
worst of these were the Sadducees-a most abominable sect.
The Pharisees-though many of them were thorough hypocriteshad at least a form of piety ; but these Sadducees were utterly
detestable. Why, they were not even civil to the members of
their own households. They had no belief in a future life-their
only care seemed to be care for themselves, regardless of the
welfare of others. Many a bitter scoff they hurled at us-even
raising calumnies against us. But what cared we for all they
could say t Having the Lord of Truth on our side we were
strong.
I often wondered at the craftiness of these Pharisees and
Sadducees, who seemed to think that all learning and wisdom
was confined to their own little circle-how cunningly they would
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put their ensnaring questions to a single man, so that they might
catch him tripping, and enable them to have something laid
to his charge. They thought he was ignorant ! They knew not
-these tricksters never dreamt, that the simple Nazarene, round
whom they gathered, had been educated not only by Persia,
Egypt and Rome, but in India and the East But notwithstanding their mean and spiteful opposition, he wearied not in his
gracious work, but at all times and wherever he went, wondrous
good was done by him to the souls and bodies of the distressed ;
and not only so, his ears were open to the cry of the poor and
desolate ones ; and when his keen but pitying eye caught sight of
the helpless widow and orphan, he would tum to the purse-bearer
of the band, and bid him put his hand into the empty bag, and
give to them the coin he found there that they might buy bread
and eat and live.
In a short time the fame of Jesus was widely spread amongst
the people in Jerusalem and the neighbourhood ; and the number
of followers gathering around him and accompanying him wherever
he went being nearly a thousand persons, it was clearly seen that
something needed to be done in order to carry out the work
efficiently. Accordingly, the Master went out from Jerusalem,
followed only by the twelve and some others. We visited various
places, in furtherance of the great object to which we had devoted
ourselves. After going from town to town on the shores of the
sea, our Master resolved to send out some of those not numbered
amongst the twelve, on a mission to various places olltside Judea:
some to Rome and Greece ; while I and two others of my own
company were chosen by him to go to a town in the close neighbourhood of Alexandria, in which place a number of devout
Hebrews, exiles from Judea, had gathered together, and erected a
synagogue for the worship of God. To these we were to proclaim
the truth we had received; telling them all that we had seen and
heard, and that he whom they had been long waiting for-the
Messiah-had come.
The night before parting, we gathered round the supper table
somewhat sorrowful We felt that with Jesus beside us we were
strong ; without him, weak. But he seeing our sadness of face,
spoke wisely and lovingly to us. He told us not to be disheartened; that though plunged into adversity, made the butt of
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the scoffer, and denounced as madmen, we had Truth and Heaven
on our side. Turning to me and my two companions, he said" Show unto my countrymen in Egypt, who have been driven
away because of their faith in the promised one, that Messiah has
come, and that it is even he that sent you unto them. Be witnesses for me of all you have seen and heard ; and preach to
them the great doctrine-love : to do to others that which they
would have others do to them. Tell them I love them ; I love
you ; I love all."
After supper, the last we should take with him for some time,
he rose up, and we who were to go away, bent before him. Then,
with uplifted hands, he blessed us, asking the Father who had sent
him, to open up our path and strengthen us for the work we had
to do. Raising his eyes to Heaven, he prayed : " 0 glorious and
mighty Father, great Spirit of all, Creator of the worlds, look
graciously on these my brethren whom I now send forth into the
world. 0 Father, may they know and feel that all strength is to
be found in Thee : and that in themselves there is no strength.
Give unto them, therefore, that which they lack, that they may be
able to declare Thy truth, even unto those who seek their lives, that
Thou art indeed their Father and their Friend, waiting for their
return unto Thee. Great God of Truth, may these messengers of
Thy truth, sent out to the scattered of Israel, and to the people
of the Gentiles, know assuredly that Thou art with them always,
and that Thou wilt guide them in the right way, and protect them
from all the devices of the wicked."
After lovingly embracing those who were about to leave, he
turned to me and said-" And thou, companion of my youth;
thou who didst share with me the fatherly care and instruction of
the good old Issha, I send thee back to thy people and to my
people to declare what thou hast seen of me. Go forth, my
brother, strong in the conviction, that God is with thee. I know
that thou wilt prosper in the good work set before thee. The
Holy One in whose service thou art engaged will bless thee ; and
he who was a father and guide to us when we were boys will, in
spirit, still direct thee in thy steps. Look well to thy brethren
whom I send with thee. The journey you undertake is beset with
dangers-from beasts of prey and men more savage than the
beasts. But be not afraid, my brethren, God will shield you from
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all evil. Beloved, farewell till we meet again. The time will not
be long."
Early in the morning of the next day we left the company of
the Master and his disciples.
If you have any questions to put I will answer them now.
Were /lure amongst the Twelve .Disciples 1/u brothers of J'esus, tlu
sons of J'oseph and Mary 1
No; but there were brothers of Jesus amongst the other disciples. He chose the Twelve outside his own family, although
both James and John were very nearly related to him; and they
had been his bosom companions when at home, from the time
when he came back the second time from Persia. Indeed, the
love of John and Jesus was very remarkable : where you found
the one, it was said, you might be sure to find the other. When
the little band sat down to rest or to eat, John always sat on the
right hand of the Master. He was the last of the Twelve who
left the Earth-living, I believe, to a very advanced age, just as if
to show men how a quiet, loving spirit could be held in the midst
of troubles and grievous persecution.
.Did J'udas (the traitor) exhibit the charader ascribed to him
when you were in J'udta!
Juda.c; was just like his fellow disciples. Before he joined the
band, he had been a dealer in money, and it was observed that the
old love would show itself now and again. Being acquainted with
money matters he had become the treasurer of the community.
There was one thing quite clear about him : when he got money,
he seemed afraid to let it go. Like his fellow disciples, I have no
doubt he believed in Jesus as the Son of God. But, tickled by
the fancies of seducing Spirits, and allowing unsubdued avarice to
get the better of him, he sold his Master-dear even to him-into
the hands of men who thirsted to destroy him. Deeply, woefully,
and, I believe, sincerely, did he repent of the dreadful act; and when
the poor disconsolate one entered the World of Spirits, the loving,
the compassionate arms of the Prince were opened to embrace even
him. Our Lord foresaw all that took place; he saw that Judas was
but a tool in the hands of his persecutors, and he permitted it to be
so. He saw it better for him to die than to live ; because those who
would not listen to his voice, might be led to consider, when they
saw him give himself up to the death for the truths he proclaimed
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In r~iy to a qutslion.
The Herod who slew the children at the birth of Jesus, was
guilty of many atrocities. His children were subjected to cruelty
-some of them were murdered by him. I will give you a tale
concerning the family of the Herods. If there is truth in it, its
recital will show you that there were Spiritualistic manifestations,
as you term them, then even as in your day. Alexander, who along
with his brother had been put to death by their father Herod,
left a widow. The murdered Alexander had been her second
husband, and after his death she fell deeply in love with one of her
second husband's brothers by another mother (for, remember, old
Herod had no fewer than eight or nine wives). In course of a
short time the couple were married, and took up their residence
in the house of the murdered Alexander. It was said that her
second husband appeared to her in a dream, and accused her of
not being content with two husbands, but of taking a third, and
that one his own brother, and even bringing him into their own
house. This heartless, lawless conduct on her part he denounced,
and claimed her as his wife ; he said he would have her still She
died suddenly. Such is the story ; it serves to show you some
features of the family of Herod. Notwithstanding the bad
character of the Herod I refer to,-not even hesitating to slay his
own children when they stood in his way-he had a taste for
beauty. He made Jerusalem a city of palaces : and in his reign
the Temple became the glory of the world. Not only so, he
built sea-ports, and throughout the country, he caused towns to
be erected and made many improvements. Still, he was a wicked
tyrant. The family was bad Poor James was beheaded, and
Peter was thrown into a dungeon by one of them-the same conceited, vain mortal who, when he had delivered an oration, was
flattered by the silly exclamations of the audience that it was the
voice of a god and not of a man. Poor infatuated mortal !
Quickly he found out that he was but a man.
Good night I May the blessing of the Eternal Father, the
peace of His beloved Son our Lord and Prince, and the protection of His angelic ministers be yours for ever.
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Jainet~=tbttb ~ttting.
IJih April, r875•
Hermes' Mission to Egypt-The Route-A Strange but Blessed CommunityA weary March by the Dead Sea-Sweet Rest on a Rocky Bed-A
Vision. ~stions : Three Persons seeing the same Vision- Discussions of
the Disciples-The Age of Jesus-Parentage of Hermes--Jesus as a Boy
and Scholar-Jesus and Hermes at a Hieroglyphic Lesson-Joseph and
Mary in Egypt-Do all Spirits know the future?

AT our last sitting, I gave you an account of our parting with our
Master as we were about to set out on our mission to the Jews in
Alexandria. They had for some time settled down in that city
and its neighbourhood, where they ftad established a synagogue
for the worship of God, after the manner of the Jews. Being
Egyptians, we were perhaps better fitted for the work assigned us
than Jews would have been; for the most of these settlers in
Alexandria spoke the Egyptian language. Accordingly, after supping with Jesus and the disciples, as already stated, we retired to
rest, and early on the following morning, with our well-worn cloaks
wrapped round us and staff in hand, we set out on our journey.
The route we took for our return was different from that taken
by us when we left Egypt to find the Master. Now we went
toward the Jordan, and followed its course southward till we
rea..:hed the Dead Sea, on the western shore of which we continued
our journey. It was not the easiest route, but we selected it that
we might have an opportunity of speaking with the inhabitants of
a number of villages in that obscure part of the country.
In one of these sequestered villages we met with a small community that were neither Hebrews, nor even belonging to any of
the nations surrounding Judea. They appeared to me to be a
ruixture of races. After some intercourse with them, we found
them the most intelligent people, perhaps, that ever we had met
with. We began, as was our wont, to speak to them concerning
the new light which had sprung up, talking for some time of our
M~ter and his wonderful words and works, when they calmly
told us that they knew all about the recorded predictions concerning the Great Deliverer; that they, a small band of men and
women, had been drawn to that secluded spot, bound together
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by oneness of faith in the Coming One ; and that they had been
blessed and greatly strengthened in their faith by revelations of
the Spirit World through dreams and visions. We then gave
them farther information concerning our Master, his character
and his mission ; and also told them about the great and gracious
acts he had done for the relief of those who were suffering in
body and in mind. They expressed their gratification with the
good news we had brought to them, believing that he whose
character we had described was, in truth, the one for whose appearance they had been waiting, and glad were they to know that
he was so very near to them. They were greatly interested also
in our account of the wonderful cures effected by Jesus, for
they themselves were gifted with similar healing powers; but,
though believing them to be derived from the same source, they
acknowledged they were much less in degree. Such as they were,
however, they had put them forth for the relief of the sick and
those who were otherwise disabled.
We tarried for a while with this blessed community, which only
numbered a score or two; and while with them we were privileged
to listen to an address given by an aged man, one of their number. I cannot describe it otherwise than as truly wonderful. I
will endeavour to give you some idea of its nature at another
time. Our parting from the little company was very tender ; for
in all our experience we had never met with people so congenialso warm-hearted, as these were. Indeed, they seemed to me as
angelic beings encased in mortal frames-men and women really
possessed by great and good and holy Spirits who had left the
Earth ages before. We would have liked a longer stay amongst
the good people, to listen to some of their inspired ones, discoursing of the early times of the world ; but we knew that our
Master's work must not be neglected,-so we went on our way.
After a long and weary march through the wilderness under a
burning sun, we came to a halt about the close of day. Our lips
and throats were parched, for good water was scarce in that desert
region ; while the noxious fumes of sulphur and salt from the lake
added to our wretchedness. Our provisions also were short. But,
in our extremity, we remembered the words of Jesus: "Heed ye
not when want comes upon you: ye shall be fed." We knew that
the very birds of the air would, if need be, bring us food, and that

Digitized by

Coogle

473

COMMUNICATIONS FROM HERMES.

among even the dry rocks of the wilderness we should find springs
of water. We had faith in his word.
The great sun at length went down, and night coming on, we
lay down to rest on the bare ground, exposed to the heavy dews ;
with no curtains over us save the over-arching canopy of the
heavens, draped with starry jewels, while the moon shed a silvery
radiance over the lake and its wild and rock-bound shore. With
a stone which we had selected for a pillow, and our cloaks
wrapped well about us, we felt as happy as the mightiest princes
of the Earth stretched on their soft and gorgeous beds. Aye,
and much more so ; for we lay down with clear consciences-our
hearts open to God, to whom with bared heads and on bended
knees we had commended ourselves, praying for the protection of
His holy ones. There was nothing to be feared from man or
beast, and our sleep was calm and unruffled, while nature refreshed
our weary joints.
And while thus we slept we became witnesses of a vision.
Whether a dream or a vision it matters not, but each of us felt as
if we had lived in a far back age, before the Earth was brought
forth. A great panorama moved, as it were, before our eyes, the
scenes depicted on which were composed of all things that had
transpired from the beginning of time down and down in the
world's history to our own day, and beyond it.
We must stop for this night. I will give you some account of
the vision at your next sitting. If you have any questions for me,
I am ready to answer them.
Is il no/ rallur singular 1/tallhr« of you tiuri'ng sktp should have
/he same vision 1

Well, I suppose, had it been confined to one person-had this
extraordinary vision, natural or supernatural, been narrated by
one man, his statement, however true, or like the truth, would
have been thrown aside. Even where two could testify to having
seen the same thing, their testimony might be called in question.
But when you find three men who declare that they have seen
the same thing, surely their testimony is worthy of your acceptance. And then, what was I more than my two companions?
• Do not imagine I was any better than they ; for I was not. Indeed, in one respect, I was below them: I had a fiery, ungovernable temper, and often forgot myself.
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You would 6e somdlling /ilet tlte Apostlt Pder, aeumling tq tire
tUcount we /rave of /rim 1
Well, had Peter and I got into a discussion, it would have been

a hot one. The disciples were not exactly all of one mind; there
were many little diversities among us, and these would now and
then crop up. Indeed, we could hardly keep from discussion, for
here were those of the Hebrew Iilith, while I and others had been
brought up in Egypt and elsewhere. In the case of the Hebrews
there was no great change required. It was greater in our case.
And yet I maintain that the disciples· who had been drawn from
the Gentiles were more earnest in their attachment to the Master
than were the Jewish brethren.
Wlrat was lite age of 7esus al this time!

Judging from my own age, he would be about thirty-two years
old.
You lrm•t never, in any of your (Ommutli(a/ions, tNult any riferma to your parents. How did you (Ome to be brought up u1
/Itt Ttmplt1

My father was a soldier, and I have no recollection of my
mother. From infancy I was dedicated to the service of the
Temple, and thus I was for ever cut off from intercourse with the
outside world.
Whm in Egypt, 1t'as yesus like other boys of Iris age-fond of
amustmml, allmtiz•t to his lessons, attd so on 1

Oh, that is a subject I can readily speak on. Jesus, though
characterised by an acquisitive and studious disposition, which led
him to sift and dive deep into hidden things, was at the same
time but a boy. When at play, he was as frolicsome as others;
but when at his lessons, it u•as study ; with him then there was no
lack of attention; he studied for himself, and often for me too,
although I was more than double his age. The venerable Issha
would give each of us our tasks, telling us to have them ready for
him at a certain time. Jesus had always his done first, and I was
always behind : but so soon as he mastered his own he assisted
me. WE'll, now, let me picture it to you. Here is a table, su~
ported on three legs. On this side is laid a sheet of lead, and a
similar sheet on the other. Our aged instructor, with a sh~
pointed instrument in his hand, traces a number of hieroglyphics
over each of our lesson sheets, and says, "There is your subject
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find out the meaning of these, my sons, and read them off to me
when I return." At that time these ancient characters were not
taught to the priests; but being brought up by Issha, I got lessons
from him in that and other branches of education. By the destruction of the ancient books years before, much of the knowledge
and wisdom of the olden times was lost to the people in my day.
I know it was a hard task for me, and I can never forget the perplexity it caused me; for even when I got the key, I never could
make sure of the key-hole. I well remember one day when we
were thus engaged, the youthful Jesus on one side of the table
and I on the other, with our hieroglyphic lesson before us. He
seemed but to cast his eyes over, for a short time, the line of
characters, when he cried out, "I have found it" Coming round
and looking at my lesson, over which, as usual, I was helplessly
poring, he said, " Do you not see it is the same subject; mine
reads backward, while yours reads forward!" Our old tutor hac!
done this to puzzle us, but the boy found it out
W"t his parmts (I mean yosrph, his reputed jatM, and Mary)
allowed to vistt him 1
Oh, yes ; there was no hindrance in his case. He was not in
my position. Hence Joseph (who was employed at his craft in
the neighbourhood) and Mary frequently saw the boy. They were
satisfied that what was done in his upbringing by Issha and Hafed
was done in accordance with the message they had received at his
birth. Both of them looked on the boy as one who was miraculously born into the world for the special work of man's deliverance from sin. I do not think you would find many who would
do as Joseph did in this matter; and when visited by the Magi,
they told these venerable men all they knew concerning the strange
birth. " I never saw thy face," said Mary to Hafed, "till last
night I. beheld thee in vision, and one with a grey and flowing
beard" By this vision they were evidently led to trust in those
who had afterwards so much to do with the education of Jesus.
Do ali Spirits /mow the future 1
No; but in some cases, under certain conditions, they can tell
what is about to happen ; but this knowledge is not their own.
If they are interested in the welfare of a person, one under
their care, they may receive knowledge of the future in regard to
their charge from a higher source. The Guardian Spirit may be

Digitized by

Coogle

HAFED PRINCE OF PERSIA.

unable to prevent that which is foreseen-say a shipwreck; but
he may impress the mind of his charge in such a way as to cause
him, when bent on going with the ship, to miss his passage. The
vessel Sails without him. He hears of the disaster which befals
her, and he cries out, " 0, how lucky it was I was unable to get
with her I" There was no luck in it. It was pure prevention by
his Guardian Spirit.
[Bmedidion.]

n tn etJ?::fourtb

~ttting.
27/h Aprt1, I87S·

Tlu Vuion of Hermts: The Throne of Light-Glory-The Unseen One-Coun·
cil of the Bright and Holy Ones-The Formation of Material Worlds
decreed-The Work of the Mighty Ones-God's Works and Man's con·
tra.~ted-Progressive development of the Earth-" With verdure clad"Spirits begin the Mortal life-The Golden Age-Magnificent cities erected
-Influx of Pride-Decay of Spirit Intercourse-False Worship-Ignorance and Superstition-Strife and Bloodshed-The World in darknessTrue Worshippers on the Banks of the Nile-The Shepherd KingsLights in the East-The Great Light-bringer-Reflections on Jesus-His
Work-The Progress of Truth-Rome subdud-" Priestcraft at her old
work "-Falsehood glorified and Truth crucified-The Light in the West
-The Doctrines of Jesus adulterated-Selling the Truth-Ancient and
Modem Disciples contrasted- Signs of the Coming Reformer-His Ad·
vent and Work-His followers-Overthrow of False Systems-Jesus reigns
in the hearts of men.

I TOLD you at our last meeting that as we slept we felt (whether
in dream or vision I do not know) as if we lived before the wodd
was created. We looked, and we saw Three Thrones. The
largest of the three, in the centre, was gloriously bright as if the
light of ten thousand suns was thrown in upon it. There was no
one there, not even the holiest ones, could see Him who sat
thereon, because of the dazzling light. On the right of that
Throne of Light was another throne, and on it we saw One whom
we knew as our Lord the Prince-he whom we had just left, Jesus
the Nazarene, wandering over Judea without a home to shelter
him, and sharing with his poor band the little that he had. Yet
there on the right of the Glorious Unseen One, he sat, while
another High and Holy One sat on the left. We seemed to form
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a part of the infinite host of happy and pure Spirits that stood
around that great Centre of Light, while the arches of Heaven resounded with the harmonies of innumerable silver trumpe~s, all,
as it seemed to us, proclaiming with one voice, the greatness, the
goodness, and the glory of the Invisible One, now sitting in council with the myriads of His Bright and Holy Ones, called together
from the vast and glorious kingdoms of the Universe of Spirit.
It was decreed, and the fiat of Heaven went forth, to launch
material worlds into the boundless ocean of space. Then we
looked again, and we beheld the Mighty Ones at work amid the
great forces of Spirit, till one great ball was formed, round which
other great bodies-new-made worlds-took up their places. We
saw the foundations of the Earth laid. Let us pause while we look
for a little into this great and wonderful operation of the Master's
Hand Ah I how unlike the workings of man. Here are no
quarryings from the rock-no hewing and chiselling of stone for
the erection of puny structures. But the foundations on which
the Mighty Master built his worlds were thin gaseous vapours,
brought together one after another, till they became dense masses.
And such was the Earth. We saw as it were the likeness of smoke
from burning wood, curling and curling out till it became one vast
flame ; while as we looked, on and on it rolled round greater orbs
that had been made before ; round and round flies the huge mass
of fire and vapour and smoke with incalculable speed, and while
it rushes on in its course it gets harder and harder. But ever
onward goes this blazing ball till, hot and burning within and
crusted without, it draws nearer and still nearer, with its course
more regular, to its grand attracting body. On goes this now
misty globe till its dense vapours become waters, and now it gets
into a regular track as it courses round the Sun. We looked again,
and we saw in the circling ball of water Life in various forms.
Then from the same Great Council that first gave forth the fiat uf
creation, there came the command-Let Chaos bring forth land,
a fit place for the abode of Spirit I Then we saw great mountains
of rocks rise out of the waters ; continents and seas were formed ;
and as we looked, gradually the dry land appeared, formed by the
tear and wear of the rocks thrown up, from the crust, above the
waters, and these in tum rushed into the new-formed hollows.
Then as we looked down from our lofty position as spectators,
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we saw the Earth clad with verdure ; another look, and we saw
great plants and huge animals in the waters and on the land ;
then stage by stage of transformation, and animals of many kinds
appeared to us, while the thick haze that had hitherto covered
the Earth disappeared, and she smiled in gladness and in beauty.
At length we saw man take his appointed place. Spirit began
the mortal life. To our view those happy mortals did not seem
to be shut out from the consciousness of having been in a former
and higher state of existence ; they appeared to us, in our vision,
to live in a close and constant communion with the Spirit World
-a continual ascending to and descending from it, and happiness
the blessed lot of man. This was the Golden Age of the Grecian
poets. We saw that, by natural law, men increased in number
on the Earth-their spiritual part supplied from on high. But
though full-grown as Spirits, when brought into contact with the
material body they became infants-all memory of previous life
was blotted out; we saw, however, that as time wore on, they
began (so intimate was the communion) to have glimpses of their
Spirit existence. (I myself often tried to remember the time when
I lived in Spirit before the Earth-life, but I could not; only, in
this vision, I must have seen myself there.)
So, in our vision, we saw, that as men multiplied and spread
over the Earth, gathering flocks and herds, one wandering this
way, the other that, they began to come together for worship in
groves, but still in communion with the Spirit World, and in the
enjoyment of all that flows from that communion. As time went
on, we saw great and magnificent cities arise : but 0 how unlike
the workmanship of the Great Architect I Then we saw mankind
beginning to depart from the right way. There seemed to be a
gradual falling away from Spirit intercourse, until, at length, there
was but one here and there who were true worshippers of God.
Men became proud, self-sufficient, vain. Then we saw the upset- •
ting of laws, war, and bloodshed ; and mankind, once so peaceful
and happy, became ravenous as beasts of prey. We saw man
against man, nation against nation, in hot religious strife, and
ignorance and superstition covered the world in darkness. (Ah I
why should man depart from the simplicity of truth-from the
worship of the Great Spirit, to whom alone all service, homage.
and honour is due I He seeketh not such for His own good, but
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for ours.

All good things cometh from Him, and He asketh
in return.)
Again, in our vision, we beheld a small company of true worshippers take up their abode on the banks of the Nile, where in
words simple, and from the heart, but in a language not now
understood, they sang hymns to the Great Creator-the Invisible
God · There these simple shepherds fed their flocks and herds in
peace. We saw them building those cities, the ruins of which show
the wisdom and the greatness that then existed Then came their
Kings-the Shepherd Kings of Egypt, many of them good and
great men, worshippers of the One Great Spirit Then we saw
another dynasty of Kings, and Egypt rise in glory and splendour
with her Pharaohs, builders of mighty Temples, but with a worship dark and mysterious.
Then we saw other nations erecting similar Temples, their worship in harmony with their ignorance ; while the people, blinded
by false teachers, fell dllwn in prayer to idols the work of their
own hands. (Ah, why will men listen to the silly conceits of
proud and selfish priests !) The Golden Age was swamped
Communion with the good and great of the Spirit World was
almost at an end. But amid the thick spiritual darkness, we saw
that light sprang up here and there. Great reformers arose, and
did all they could to bring back their countrymen to the truth.
Some of these were successful in their efforts. We saw them in
Persia and in other nations of the East But, in general, mankind
went on in their deep degradation into the lowest depths.
Then I saw myself with my aged and vtnerated father, the
humble and holy priest. I saw the old man instructing me,
opening up my youthful mind to a knowledge of the symbols of
Egyptian worship. All this I saw, and each one of us saw his
own individual history in the vision. Then I beheld my beloved
.teacher pass away into the world of Spirits. I saw myself waked
up, and with burning soul, throwing to the winds all the forms of
the old faith, and thinking to ·overturn the superstition and
priestcraft of Egypt by the sweep of my single arm. Alas I all [
could do was but little. I saw my journey to Judea, and the
meeting with Jesus my Lord and Master.
The tidal wave of religious ideas had risen in the East, and as
mankind went from one quarter to another, spreading themselves
no~hing

Digitized by

Coogle

HAFED PRINCE OF

PERS~

over the Earth, these ideas or notions were carried with them.
Kings and priests entertained them-cherished them, and the
people bent themselves in slavish submission to tyranny on the
the one band and priestcraft on the other. The thick darkness
prevailed in many a region, and the benighted people groped their
way, and longed wearily for the day-break. They knew not that
the Light, destined to enlighten the world, had appeared in
Judea-that true light which we had seen dimly beginning to rise
in Egypt, in Persia, and other Eastern lands ; and that the Great
Light-bringer (He whom we had seen sitting enthroned in glory)
was even then wandering about with his poor followers, without a
house to shelter him, and often dependent on others for daily
bread. (Ah! how shall I tell you of his heart of love: how his
great soul went out in deep compassion for even those who
spurned him from their doors.) And now, in our vision, we see
him looking down upon Jerusalem, while tears of bitter grief come
from those wonderful eyes, as he bemoans the condition and fate
of the self-doomed city. 0 Great God I how can I forget those
tears I . . . . That sad, sad face 1-( The .Medium appeared
d~eply affidtd, dwhd i'n llis u/ltrance, and after a siiOrl pause fr()(etdtd.] Ah, how often had we seen him thus I Seldom he
smiled : he seemed at all times as one ready to give up everything-life itself-for his fellow-men. Where, 0 where, over all
Earth's history, can you find one to compare with Jesus!)
We saw the results of our mission to Egypt, and the dangers
and difficulties I encountered on my return to Judea. We then
saw our Lord and Master dragged by the wicked hands of his
own countrymen and accused unjustly before a foreign judge
-when even that Roman would have spared him, but for the
turbulence and threatenings of the infuriated priests, who howled
like wolves for the life-blood of him we loved so well. We saw
the shameful death on Calvary. We saw the assembly of the
followers of Jesus after the Crucifixion and Resurrection-no,
not resurrection, for he was not dead. The Spirit of our Master
left the body behind, and entered Hades to lead forth in triumph
many of those who had been bound in darkness. Even amid the
gloom of the dark regions light began to break in. The scene
was changed, and we saw that assembly broken up by fierce persecution, and the faithful followers of Jesus scattered abroad.
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We saw next the beautiful city of Jerusalem laid low-ravaged
and made waste by the violence of her own children, and by the
iron bands of the besieger. We saw how those who had been
driven out by persecution worked and strove even unto death on
behalf of the truth. And then we witnessed the aged Hafed,
whose past career we had also seen-the Prince Arch-Magus of
Persia-condemned to die. We saw his martyrdom. Then followed, one after another, martyrs to the truth-gladly meeting
death in divers shapes for the sake of Jesus our Lord. All this
we saw-even my own death; but I saw not the mauner of that
death. Of that I shall yet require to speak.
Again the scene was changed. We perceived the True Light
borne into many lands by the humble followers of Jesus-men
who had nothing of the learning of Egypt, Persia, or Greece.
They went forth strong in the faith of their Master, and with the
power of his Spirit. Then, as we looked, we saw Rome, the
mistress of the world-Rome, which had subdued the nations to
her sway from Gaul on the West to India on the East-trampling
under her iron hoofs all that stood in her way-we saw even this
powerful nation, all-conquering, imperial Rome, accepting these
truths. Next came the utter desolation of the once-famous Egypt
and her great and marvellous buildings, while other countries,
celebrated in history, became, by the violence of men, barren and
wasted as the desert.
Another change, and we saw great Rome herself, which had given
laws to the peoples east and west, north and south, cJushed and
bleeding beneath the feet of northern hosts. Still further, we saw
the western nations become Christians, and blessed and made
happy by the change. Time rolls on ; again the dark clouds
gather, and the Light is once more quenched ; Liberty is groaning
under the fetters of tyrants ; Ignorance prevails, and the people
sink into idolatry ; Priestcraft is at her old work ; Falsehood is
honoured and glorified, while Truth is despised-crucified. The
laws of the Prince are, even by those who bear his name, trampled
beneath their feet.
Again, there came another scene before us, and we witnessed
the truth spreading widely; but as it branched out amongst the
nations of the West, we saw many eager to mix up their own ideas
with the simple doctrines of Jesus, thus hiding from the people
2 I
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the truths .which he had made free to all (When he spoke to the
thousands of Judea, did he not speak so that a child could understand him? He would not have his light put under a bushel.
Ah, no; he ever spoke simply, clearly; and, though in parables at
times, these were well understood by the people who listened to
him). Then, as our vision continued, we saw those men, priests,
who professed to be the divinely-appointed guardians of the truth,
selling that truth, as they have ever done, for the world's money,
and honour, and power. (They went not out as we had done,
with our old cloaks round us, our feet unshod, and knowing not
where to find our next meal. No I These false priests cared
nothing for the people;· they robbed them of their goods, in order
that they themselves might revel in sensuality and sloth.)
But while we continued to look, we beheld in the darkness
a bright little spark burning. (It has ever been thus in all the
ages of the past: the true light is never altogether quenched.
Some humble one, none of Earth's great men-it may be a simple
peasant-is the Heaven-sent bearer of the light that shall in due
time burst out into a mighty flame to enlighten mankind.) We
saw that light begin to burn, even in this your day. (Our friend
Hafed has already told you of one who, so far as we can see, is
near at hand-one destined to crush down the materialism of your
time, which is more deadly now than ever it was before-worse
than that of Greece or Rome.) And this great Reformer, or
Messenger, was endowed with powers, enabling him to overthrow
the barriers that were lying in the way of the world's happinessto open up the Spirit World to man-and to lead and guide
mankind in Spiritual wisdom and knowledge.
We saw, but past your day, the long-desired, the long-promised
return of that glorious time, the theme of prophets and poets
of the long past- the Golden Age of the Greeks, the Paradise of the Hebrews, when man served God in truth, drinking in
Heaven's wisdom, and communing with angels even as he would
with his fellows. We saw barrier after barrier removed by the
mighty power of the Great Reformer. We saw others with the
same powers following him,-one after another overthrowing the
iniquitous systems of the world which had long hindered man's
highest good. We saw these Great Messengers of the Prince
triumphant ; and then we beheld ushered in the Blessed Age so

Digitized by

Coogle

COMMUNICATIONS FROM HERMES.

483

long prayed for, when the Prince of Peace has his Throne in the
hearts of men: when each vies in goodness and truth with his neigh·
bour; when deceit and wickedness no longer prevail, but every
man reads his brother's mind as he does his own. [Bmediclion.]

Jainetl?::fiftb

~itttng.
I81h May, I875·

The Sun an Emblem of God-A Monument of Stones-Advice to Spiritualists
--Jesus and his Opposers-Hermes and his Companions on their Journey
-Evil Spirits cast out of a Man-Jesus' knowledge of distant transactions
-A good work begun-Journey to Alexandria-Hopeful anticipationsThe Work in Egypt-Hermes delegated to return to Judea-Embarks lor
Tyre-Attacked by Pirates-Tht:ir destruction by Spirit power-Arrival
in Judea-Meeting with Jesus and the l:>isciples. Qtgstion: Order of the
Guebre.

THE wonderful vision of which I have given you an account,
passed away; and the Sun began to break out on the Eastern sky
as we lifted our heads from our stony pillow. Gradually he
rose in beauty and in strength, and much I loved to look on the
bright luminary, as a glorious emblem of the Great Father, who
pours down continually His light and life on all His works. Remembering the lessons taught me by Hafcd of this great 5¥mbol
of worship, we reverently bent our knees in prayer, and raised our
voices to the Mighty God, the source of all Light and Love,
thanking Him for the gracious revelation which had been made to
us. What were we that we should be chosen to see .these things?
Thousands of our fellow-men were more deserving than we were.
But, in all this, there was a purpose, and that was, to impress on
us, who were sent out to the world by our Prince, the relation in
which he, the Son on Earth, stood to the Great Father in the
highest Heavens. In our sojourn with him we had seen him
humbly sharing with his followers daily bread; but in vision our
eyes had seen him at the right hand of the Invisible God.
Before we started on our journey, like the patriarchs of the
olden time, we raised a monument of stones on the spot where
our eyes had been blessed ; so that if ever we came back that way,
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we would again raise our voices in thanksgiving to Him who had
so graciously dealt with us there.
At length we went on our way, rejoicing with each other as we
walked along over all that had been revealed to us. On our
journey we lost no opportunity of imparting to others a knowledge
of all we had received from the Master, and of that also which we
had seen in vision. We tried to speak to the people in the
simplest language, "so that they might clearly understand us. By
doing so, and boldly pointing out that which we considered wrong
in their lives, we succeeded in drawing many away from their lusts
to a course of purity and truth.
To you, Spiritualists of the present day, I would say-Be not
afraid to declare to your fciJow-men all that ye have received from
the Spirit World. But, take heed-listen not to communications
of e\·il : see that that which is given to you is consistent with
righteousness and truth as seen in the character of the Master.
Bring your communications to the bar of reason; and if found
wanting, thrust them aside as worthless-eviL When, however,
you do find in them lessons of truth and goodness, retain them,
prize them, and fear not to show them to all around. In this as in
all other things be guided by the example of Jesus. He withheld
not the truth from his countrymen, but in spite of wicked men
and the Spirits of darkness, he boldly denounced the iniquities
that prevailed.
The evil ones from the dark regions, which you term Hell, had
no power over Jesus my blessed Master. Singly he withstood the
black host. The Chief Priests, in order to excite the people
against him, tried to fasten a charge on him as one who had his
powers from Beelzebub-a being who had no existence but in
their own ignorant imaginations. But they c.ould not lay a finger
on him. His work must first be done. Ah, why did these men
shut their ears when he, the Great Teacher, spoke to them! And
yet, there were always a few hearts open to receive the seed which
he cast around. Some of the doctrines which he taught to the men
of Judea had been preached in the olden times, but they were new
to them, and because they were new, these bigoted, conceited
men would not listen to him-they were a priest-ridden race, content with that which they and their fathers had been taught.
One day we had reached the outskirts of a village, when we
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met with one who was possessed, or what you would, in your language, call mad. But he had a brain as sound as yours. It
was not madness. We found him beset by a number of people,
to whom he talked-sometimes as if an angel spoke, and then,
directly, as a devil, making a jumble of the most holy and profane
words; while the company who stood around him, tormented the
poor man by hooting and laughter. As we looked on, pitying the
condition of the victim, he cried out, " Behold, there standeth
amongst you three men who have just left the presence of the Son
of God I Hear ye them !" He had no sooner uttered these
words than, possessed by another Spirit, he broke out in a torrent
of bitter curses against us. Feeling deeply for this distressed
mortal, in the midst of his cursing, I commanded the Spirits that
possessed him, in the name of Jesus, to depart The words were
but spoken, when he who had just been raging like a wild beast,
became like a lamb. The people stood amazed as they looked
first at the man and then at us. Then I spoke to them. I said
we were but three men of flesh and blood like themselves ; that
there was nothing supernatural about us, being subject to the same
experiences as they were ; and though we had the power of doing
that which they had just seen in the case of the man before them,
they might also have the same power given to them. I then
spoke to them concerning Jesus, and of all that he was accomplishing in word and deed in Judea; and that it was from him,
the Prince of Heaven and Earth, who had been sent by the Most
High, we had the power to cast out devils. I talked to them of
that God who had led their fathers of old, and who was now by
his Son, trying to lead them into the paths of truth and holiness.
" Look at this man," I said. "He now stands before you in his
right mind, and will himself now speak to you." The poor man,
first of all, lifted up his voice and thanked God, and then, turning to the people around, told them that henceforth he would
devote his life to the maintenance of the truths they had just
heard uttered by those who had set him free. " I now," said he,
" know that I am a man. Hear, I pray you, what these men have
yet to tell you ; for I have been long lost to myself, and to all that
has been going on in Judea and elsewhere."
There was one thing, not understood by us at that time, that
when any of these wonderful works were done by the disciples
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who were sent abroad on missions by the Master for the preaching
of the truth, he knew of all that was taking place. It did not
matter at what distance, our sayings and doings were known to
him. It formed a subject of discussion amongst us how this
could be-whether he had information through Spirits in sympathy
with him and us, or by some magnetic current or chain. Now,
we know it was the latter. Not only had he this gift, but when he
saw fit, and conditions allowed, he could effect cures on diseased
persons at a distance by the word of his mouth. And although
we had the power of healing conferred on us from the Most High,
and exercised the gift, previous to our coming to Jesus, we in
common with the rest of his followers, used his name when we
put forth our powers.
This man, on whom the gracious power was exercised, had
not only been educated in a high rank of life, but he was one who
had been noble and good in character in the estimation of his
neighbours. The consequence was, that during our stay in that
place, which was for two or three days, a good work was begun.
Some other marvellous works were done; and as our Master had
instructt:d us, we went into their synagogue, or place of meeting,
and spoke to the assembled people. The great and everlasting
law of love was the chief subject of our addresses-a law not for
one nation, but for all mankind ; that this love was not only to be
shown to our neighbours or friends, but to strangers, and even to
our enemies. We impressed on them the necessity of holy living
as the best preparation they could make for the great change
which must come to all, when they would be called on to cast off
the old clothing of the body, and be born again into the life of
the Spirit. We were glad to see that our labour was not in vain,
for there were some in that place that professed to believe in the
new views which we had set before them ; and we went on our
way, thanking God that we had been used by Him to bring back
these souls from darkness to light.
Journeying towards Alexandria, we felt strengthened by the
hope that in that city we would be enabled so to set forth our
views, that a nucleus of organised effort would speedily be formed
which would in a short time convert all Egypt to the faith of Jesus;
that, by the sending out from the centre of teacher after teacher, the
whole mass would be leavened with the doctrines of the Master,
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and the Egyptian system completely overthrown. Men may build
the finest and strongest of structures, but how often do we see
them, by time and circumstances, levelled with the dust-heaps
of ruins, telling to the beholder the sad tale. And so with us;
the structure we were about to rear, and which was afterwards
raised in Egypt, was, by the time I left the body, almost overthrown, there being only a few here and there left to spread the
good seed. Still, in spite of all hindrances, it must and shall be
that the Light which first broke out in Judea shall shine over Egypt
and over all the Earth.
Great opposition was experienced by us in our mission, but we
never drooped. We knew that the work to be done must be
accomplished step by step; the small stream would increase in
breadth until it formed a sea, notwithstanding all opposition.
Many of those who knew me joined themselves to us. Some of
our converts were faithful ; some of them fell back ; while others,
when persecution set in, became traitors, and were the first to tum
and trample on us.
When in Alexandria we went into the Temple of the Jews; but
it was not to be compared in any way with the grand Temple of
Jerusalem. We read their sacred books, and pointed out in these
the prophecies regarding the promised Deliverer, how that all that
had been said by the prophets of old concerning this Coming One
was fulfilled in him who had sent us to them, even Jesus, the son
of Joseph the carpenter, who, by the power of the truths he taught,
accompanied by his marvellous works, would deliver mankind from
the slavery of sin and all its terrible consequences.
We had no thought of forming churches at that time. We
allowed the Hebrew members of our little company (for we had
formed a company) to go to the synagogues; but they were
counselled to remember the truths taught by the Master. We
cared not whether they were Pharisees or Sadducees-one thing
we required of them, and that was, to meet together daily for
prayer, that the time might soon come when the True Light should
spread over all nations.
I had been nine months in Alexandria when it was determined
by the brethren that I should return to Judea and g~ve an account
of the progress of the work. This I gladly undertook, for I was
aware that the time was drawing near when our beloved Master
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should leave us; for be had referred to it now and again when by
ourselves, instructing us what we should do when he would be
taken from us. Sitting under the sycamore trees, I have listened
to him while thus he spoke of going away :-" When I go to my
kingdom, you will soon follow me. We shall not be long parted.
But the work given me to do must first be done. My people may
cast aside as worthless the truth I am sent to deliver unto them,
but there are some who will open their ears ; and that seed which
I sow will yet spring up, and the harvest will be gathered on high
in my kingdom in the Heavens." But I am forgetting; I will
speak of some of these conversations with the Master hereafter.
I said I had been appointed by our company to return to Judea.
We had amongst our number some rich men, farmers and others,
and there was therefore no lack of means wherewith to send me
back in a better outward condition than I had been in when I
came to Egypt. I left wealthy, for I had a purple cloak and new
sandals for my feet, with a well-filled purse in my girdle.
I embarked at Alexandria in a ship that was bound for Tyre.
I might relate many of the incidents that occurred during the
voyage across the Great Sea ; but such tales, peculiar to all
journeys, I must put aside-my great aim being to speak to you
of Jesus and our mission. There was one incident, however, that
I must speak about We had been two or three days at sea, the
satlors toiling hard at the sweeps, for the air was hot and close,
when one of the ship's crew perceived a piratical vessel bearing
down upon us. The ruthless robbers were nearinl!l us, when our
attention was drawn towards a dark column, no thicker than a
man's wa!st, extending from the waters up into the heavens. We
observed that just as the pirates were preparing to board us, the
long, dark object we had seen gliding swiftly over the sea struck
their ship, and down she went We saw no more of her; but
continued our voyage in peace. I was not long left to wonder at
what had taken place. My old and venerable father, Issha, communicated with me in spirit, telling me that, seeing the coming
danger, a number of Spirits (who had, while in the body, belonged
to a warlike tribe) interfered for our deliverance. They bad
formed a whirlwind which, rushing into a vacuum they had also
produced, overwhelmed the sea robbers who were bent on our
destruction. He told me how all this was done, but it was strange

Digitized by

Coogle

COMMUNICATIONS FROM HERMES.

489

to me. He said-" Be not afraid, my son; I am always ready
to preserve thee from danger, and those also who may be
with thee in thy wanderings, not only on the land, but on the
waters also."
At length we arrived at Tyre, where we landed. On joining
once more the company of Jesus and his disciples, I was surprised,
and pleased, to find the man out of whom we had cast the devils
had become a follower of the Master, and had been labouring
with them in word and deed for about a year. On approaching
Jesus, I was preparing to tell him all that had taken place
since I left. But after welcoming me back, he showed me that
he was well aware of what had taken place on my journeys, and
also at Alexandria. "Do not wonder,'' he said, "if I tell you
that I know all that has happened to you. When I send forth my
brethren to declare the truth I have committed to them, I am not
cut off from them ; there is a communication kept up. There are
also unseen ones at work, who are interested in that which you
have got to do. When that work is done, even as mine is nearly
finished, you will be welcomed to my kingdom ; from thence you
will be able to cast your eyes down to Earth, where you will see
men run on in sin, and feel that you are unable to do what you
were wont to do while in the body. See, therefore, that you do
all you can now, so that your joy may be great when you enter
my kingdom and your kingdom.''
If you have any questions, put them now.
Was the place whn-e you c~·t out the roil Spirits in yudea, for
you speak of going to a synagogue 1
It was a small village, not in Judea. Formerly it had been a
place of some note, but at the time of our visit we saw only the
rums of its past greatness. At the time referred to, there were
very few places in which you could not find Jews : they were very
much scattered amongst the nations in my day, and wherever
they set themselves down, there you were sure to find a synagogue.
It was in one of these we spoke; for we discovered that they had
heard something of Jesus and his mission, and like many others,
had the notion that he was a seditious person, trying to lead away
the people from their allegiance to the Government.
I must now leave. May God for ever be with you, and the
peace of the Prince our Master rest on you I
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( Controlltd by HAFED. ) - You onct ga11t mt a11 a«oUill of your
admissio11 into tht order of" The Guebrt":* Wert lhert
any st'gns d~t'cted on lht bdt, and what wert thtsd
The first and principal sign was that of the Sun, delineated on
the centre of the girdle, which denoted that those engirdled
were henceforth the devoted followers of the Great Source
of Light, even God, inasmuch as the Sun was the fittest
object in the universe for man to adopt as a symbol of the
Deity, shining as it does over all, good and bad, rich and poor,
all receiving of his warmth for the nourishment of the body-sustaining life alike in animals and vegetables. That was the chief
sign. There were also various other figures denoting the lesser
heavenly bodies, which, though smaller, had an influence, as we
considered, over the affairs of Earth. There were other figures
significant of the position or office held by us, whether prince or
peasant. Had I the hand of an artist, I would try and convey to
you some idea of the figures on these girdles ; for there were those
of birds and beasts and other animals, as well as some things of
a spiritual nature. I will try if our friend Steen can assist me in
this matter.
------

- - -
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The Work in Judea-Narrow-minded Jews-" The Green Sward our Bed"Cowards-Hatchers of Plots-The Carpenter's Son-Trying to Entrap
Jesus-Judge not that ye be not Judged-Hair-splitting Subtleties~Sab
bath Keeping-The Coming Man-Nicodemus and the Chief PriestsQu~•tioiiJ: Why choose Unlearned Fishermen-Why Twelve-Were the
Disciples Mediums-The Evangelists sent out-The Dialect of JudeaNatives of Britain Disciples of Jesus-Age of Peter-Letters of JesusThe Persian on the Name "Hafed "-The Coptic Langua.ge-Hafed
acquainted with Latin and Greek.

AT our last meeting I spoke of my return to Jerusalem, where I
found my beloved Master. The time was approaching when he
would leave us; but, not as the shepherd leaves his flock, to
become the ·prey of hungry wolves. No ; though scattered over
• See page 43·

Digitized by

Goog [e

COMMUNICATIONS FROM HERMES.

491

the wide world, we would not be eiactly like deserted sheep ; for
the wolf-like persecutors of the brethren were, in truth, the very
means by which the good seed was scattered abroad. The very
winds of heaven carried the tidings of light and liberty to the
peoples, who, groaning under the galling bondage of tyrants and
priests, sprang up to renewed life: I would have said-never more
to be enslaved Doubtless the shackles would be struck off, but
as my vision, which I related to you, fore-showed, the time would
come when even those freemen, lovers of light, having the truth,
would get corrupted, become traffickers, making merchandise of
God's truth-aye, selling it out in pennyworths to the starving,
darkened souls of their fellow-men.
After my return to the Master, he visited various places in Judea,
preaching and teaching in the synagogues : wherever he found an
open door he took advantage of it. On these occasions he not
only expounded the Hebrew writings concerning his coming, but
directed the attention of his hearers to the prophecies and
teachings in the writings of the nations around. But this was too
much for the narrow-minded Jews, who would tum up their noses
and walk out, leaving us the sole occupants of their meetinghouse, and this because our Master asserted that the men of other
nations were, in the sight of God, equal with the Jews; that, notwithstanding their privileges as a nation, they were no better than
their neigbours. How proud these men were of their forefathers,
Abraham and Moses, and yet how unlike them in character l
Well for them had they followed in the steps of those they professed to honour ; but they were only too like the stiff-necked race
which tormented the great prophet and lawgiver.
In travelling about Judea, we generally got shelter under the
roof of some kind friend or other wherever we went. But there
were times, and these not seldom, when the sky was our only roof
and the green sward our bed, while the moon smiled down on us
as we slept under the jewelled canopy of the heavens above. At
such times there were some of us who realised the presence of
myriads of bright and lovely beings hovering around-aye, and
ready to do battle on behalf of our Lord and Master. But he
came not to force men into submission. (Had such been the
case, I myself would have drawn the sword.) He came to overcome enmity by love. I often thought at that time that his heart
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must have been sorely tried, when he observed some mean,
sneaking fellows, who had been amongst the number he had so
wonderfully fed, turning away from us when danger drew near,
and when questioned, denying they had ever got anything un
such occasions. Ah ! there are many such in the world yet, as I
perceive-men before whom Heaven's clearest signs and wonders
have been brought, but who, through the most contemptible
cowardice, fear of their fellow-men, shut their mouths and say
nothing. But, had I to deal with them, I would-- (Pardon
oie, my friends. When in contact with this mortal body I feel
my old violent temper roused.) But there were others, good
men, who, though enduring a struggle, would in the end submit
to be guided in the right course. I refer to certain educated men,
occupying high places in the comnJUnity, who, though somewhat
faint-hearted, in their quiet hours sought for and received the
truth. There were some of the same class who were continually
hatching plans to entrap our beloved Master in his words-something from which to form an accusation again:.t him. Why?
Because he spoke his mind : he declared, what they hated to hear
-the truth, that if they turned not from their evil ways to follow
in the steps of their fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, who had
listened to the voice of the Lord, they would assuredly perish as
a nation.
The people of Judea, amid all their bitter sectarian strifes,
looked for the speedy coming of their Messiah, but they .:ould
not see him in the lowly Nazarene. "He ! the son of the carpenter," they cried--" He the Messiah? No; our promised
one will come as a King-our King. He will sweep Earth of her
kingdoms, and his dominion shall be from sea to sea." They
cast him off-this lowly, humble man ; these vain and conceited
men despised and rejected the Chosen of God. Nursed on the
bosom of a virgin, he was but a bastard in the eyes of the world
Yet he heeded not their scoffs and bitter hatred; for he knew
that all the kingdoms of the world would submit to him ; that
those who bad passed away, and generations yet to come, would
all acknowledge him as their Lord and King. Such, he maintained, was the meaning of the words spoken by the prophets of
the olden time.
I have seen those crafty enemies of our beloved Master often
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confounded by the wise sayings he uttered. On one occas1on
they thought to get him entangled in their web. They brought
before him a poor woman taken in sin, and asked him to sit as
judge in the case. The great Solomon was a wise man ; but here
was one the wisest the world had ever seen, or would see ; and
what is his judgment? "Let him who is sinless among you cast
a stone at her!" 0, had you but seen how these haughty priests
and rulers looked when the godlike sentence fell from the lips of
Jesus. They had come into his presence, their eyes twinkling
with malicious intent, sure of thrusting him into a comer; but
when they heard the words of the Master they slunk off, one after
a.nother, sheepish and confounded. That was a lesson for them,
and for all Examine yourselves and see if you can afford to
cast dirt at your neighbour. That was how the Master administered justice. 0 that he were followed by the judges of the Earth I
He who sitteth as a judge should, before he condemns, look into
himself, to see if in any way he is upholding the system that has
brought the criminal to the bar of judgmenl Such were the kind
of lessons imparted to us by our Master, and which we treasured
up for future use.
In all our wanderings, he never lost an opportunity of doing
good. But even in this his enemies sought to find fault in him.
" Why should your Master heal on the Sabbath-day?" So blinded
were these men by their hair-splitting subtleties regarding forms
and ceremonies, that they saw not the absurdity involved in their
question. They saw not that nothing should be allowed to interfere with the doing of that which was good in itself and beneficial
to man. The rest-day was undoubtedly a wise law, good for man,
and a blessing even to the beast of burden. It was for man's
welfare that the Great and Good Father appointed it; and yet
these blinded enemies of Jesus found fault with him bec~use he
had healed an afflicted mortal on the Sabbath-day I The Creator
makes no difference in days; every day is a day for serving Him
-every day a day for doing good. The Sabbath is a gracious
arrangement, affording man a resting-time, in which his thoughts
may be drawn upward, from the temporal to the spiritual-a time
for clearing away the rubbish of the six days, and acquiring bodily
and mental strength. But such a day was never intended to be
wholly devoted to fasting and prayer. That would be a breach of
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tM law of rest. True worship is not confined to set times; and
God demands from man no more than he is able to give : to
serve Him with all the powers of which he is possessed. Thus
Jesus, my Master, taught us, and had his lessons been heeded,
the world would have been this day nearer to God.
The light is beginning to break over the Spirit World. That
one of whom Hafed has spoken will shortly arise : a poor man in
the eyes of the worldling, but endowed with great and wondrous
power-who will overthrow all those systems, political, social, and
religious, that stand in the way of the truth. I can perceive
through this Medium, that you live in an age of advanced education, and that brilliant stars are shining and giving light to the
world. But this Coming One, of whom I now speak, will not
appear in that way. He will not come from the schools of the
learned. He will speak under Spirit power. The voice that will
be heard will be that of a mighty angel : then will be heard the
crash of false systems, all over the Earth, under the mighty wheel;
and then all will worship the One Great Father, though under a
different name. But I must hasten on.
As I have said, there were some amongst the Rulers and Chief
Priests, who scrupled not to use the vilest means to find an accusation against our blameless Master. But in their assembly, one
of their number, named Nicodemus, stood boldly up in his
defence, and showed that Jesus was really what he professed to
be-the Sent of God. But the saying of the Master about the
destruction and restoration of the Temple-meaning his bodywas caught up by them, and denounced as a crime by the priests.
What ! talk about the destruction of their great and gorgeous
Temple, the glory of the world ! This was not to be passed over.
These priests, in their robes of more than regal magnificence,
resolved to crush this outcast in appearance, but the True High
Priest. These men were not stupid ; they knew what they were
about. If the doctrines of Jesus prevailed, they knew well their
trade was at an end. No longer would they feast their eyes on the
poverty-stricken people dragging up a sheep to hand over to them to
be slain as a sacrifice, and eaten by them ! Ah, well I knew how
these things were done. The priests were all alike in all nations.
I will proceed at our next meeting to give an account of the
trial of my Lord and Master. Put your questions.
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Wky did "festiS &lwose the Twelve from amongst the unlmrned in
'Judea1
Had he &hosen them from among the Masters of Israel, learned
in their religion and laws-or even such as I was, an educated
priest of Egypt-the people to whom they were sent would not
have had cause for wonder; but the fact that they were known to
be ignorant men (without taking into account their wonder-working powers) was of itself fitted to arouse the attention of the
people to the great truths they proclaimed. No: Jesus went not
to learned doctors, but to simple, untaught fishermen. Had he
gone even to the artizan class, he might have got some educated,
and partially educated, among them. But fishermen ! why, he
could not have found a more ignorant class of men on the face of
the Earth. They might have been able to weave a net, to drag it in
the water for fish, and to give a shrewd opinion of the weather, but
that was the most they could do. Poor fellows, they were often
very unfortunate in their hauls, and their occupation consequently
was reckoned a miserably bad one. Ignorant themselves, they
were quite unable to teach their children, and had not the wherewithal to pay others to do it, for at that time education was very
expensive. But, indeed, they really did not care anything about
it They taught their children what they themselves knew, and
that was very little. Such was the class from which be chose his
chief apostles. When these men, in course of time, were endowed
with power to speak and write in strange tongues, it might well be
looked on as a miracle by their countrymen; for, I tell you, in my
day, it was something to be able to write.
But why co1zji1u the tJumbcr lo Twelve?
The Twelve you must look on more as personal attendants; for
it was common at that time for all great teachers to have not only
their followers, but a few of these selected specially to be in close
personal attendance. We were among those whom you would
call the Evangelists; those whom the Master sent out in all directions to spread abroad the doctrines he had taught us.
Wue they Mediums 1
The Twelve and the Evangelists were more or less gifted with
what you call mediumistic powers. That was one reason why
they were chosen. He said they were fore-ordained as Mediums,
through whom the Spirit might speak. Such is the fact ; and if
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his followers in your day could but see it as a fact, they might
work wonders before the eyes of worldly men. But the gifts
possessed by us were of a much higher character .than those
possessed by Mediums of the present day. Take my own case.
I preached to the people in languages I knew not ; I healed the
sick and cast out devils; I had direct communication with Spirits,
speaking audibly to them, and they to me-walking and talking,
eating and drinking with them ; and beyond all that, I was privileged to foresee future events. Where, in the present day, will
you find a Medium so gifted ? Indeed, it was often a matter of
wonder to me. I have seen myself, with all my acquired knowledge,
coming to a strange people, not knowing how to address them, and
wondering how I should get on ; but the first man I met I saluted
him in his own language; for he replied, and I understood what
he said. It was often thus : the lions conjured up in my way
were very soon driven off.
Did ai/1/tost wltom J'tsus sml out as Evangtlisls, cumt bacll 1
No; there were generally one or two lefL There were always
some coming and going.
Wut tht Scripturts qj flu J'tWs rtad i'n flu (Q111mqn dial«/ qj
J'udta!
,
The Scriptures read were from the version which was compiled
in EgypL The common language of every-day life in Judea was
a mixture of Hebrew, Syriac, Roman, and Greek.
Can yuu i11jurm mt if any qj /Itt 11ativu qj Bri'lain 'Zlltrt disciplts
o/J'tsus 1
There were some of your countrymen serving as Roman soldiers
in Judea, who became followers of the Master, and these, when
they returned to their own country, proclaimed the truth they had
received. There had been for a long time intercourse kept up by
the Tyrian trade in tin.
What was /Itt agt qj Pdtr at/Itt limt yuu sptall o/1
About forty years.
Wtrt you cugnisanl qj lltt /dltrs sml by J'tsus /u Haftd1
These were sent before I joined, and while absent at Alexandria.
Did yuu currtspund with Haftd yourstlf1
No; I required not to do thaL I had my information from
Issha by Spirit communication.
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(CMirolltti by HAFED.} - I lzavt btm told that tlzt 11amt HAFED
is not Ptrsian, but Arabian. I would likt lo lztar you Q1l
this poi11t I

I am not able to say that you have the exact pronunciation, but
it is as near as you can get it The words in the Persian and the
Arabic are very like, and, to those unacquainted with these
languages, they would appear alike. They are not so. The
Persian and the Arabic are so near each other that it would not
be easy to give the difference through this Medium. A single
letter introduced into a word, in a language you knew nothing of,
might be unnoticed by you, yet that small letter would make all
the difference. Perhaps it would have been better had we
adhered to the name given at first, for it is nearer the Persian
pronunciation than Hajtd, which, as you may remember, was
adopted by our friends here. Ha.ffiz would be still nearer.
Tlzt Coptic was /Itt languagt of Egypt in your time?

Yes; that was the language which the Egyptians wrote. A
number of the letters are like the Greek. I rather think the
Greeks had their characters from Egypt
Wtrt you acquai1zld willz llzt Latin 1

Yes, and the Greek also.
May the Almighty Father, and Jesus the Prince, send the holy
ones to guide you in all your ways !

Jatnet~-setlentb

~itttng.
22nd J'unt, I875·

Hermes on the Machinations of the Priests-The Feast of the Passover-No
fear of Man in Jesus-The Band go up to Jerusalem-The Shelter in the
Gardens-The Secret Council of the Rufers and Priests-False Accusations-Defenders of Jesus in the Council-Boldness of Nicodemus-Juda.~
the Traitor-The Midnight Capture in the Gardens-Peter's violent stroke
and its result-The Trial Scene-" Crucify Him, Crucify Him !''-Pilate's
Cowardice-The Dolorous Way to Calvary-The Bloody Work Completed. Qrustions: The Company at the Last Supper-Pronunciation of
Proper Names by the Medium-Hermes' Account of the Trial.

OuR great Master's work was now drawing to a close. He had
done all that he could do. He had come and spoken the truth
2K
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to his countrymen as no one else had ever done, accompanied by
wonderful works for man's benefit They rejected the truth, and
impiously ascribed the healing power which he exercised to Beelzebub, a mythical personage, borrowed from another nation, and
set up by them as the Great Spirit of Evil Pity it is they did not
allow the Persians to keep their own Devil! Had there even been
such a power in existence, and doing as these men alleged, surely
he could not have been so very bad, to give sight to the blind, to
unloose the tongue of him who could not speak, and give hearing
to him who had never listened to the song of the birds. Did these
malicious men really believe that this Devil of theirs would restore
to life the widow's only son, or beseech men to love one another?
No; they knew better; they knew that it was a falsehood hatched
in their own wicked hearts. Such iniquity could only be done by
these vile priests and rulers of Jerusalem.
I have no intention to notice all that was said and done in relation to our beloved Master, seeing you have already got a good
deal from those who were in closer contact with him than I was.
But what I do give freely to you, see that you give as freely to
others. 0 many and precious were the sayings he uttered before
he left ; and in all he said, we saw that he was deeply impressed
with that which was coming upon him. But he was ever anxious
to impress on us that though removed from our sight, he would
still watch over us till we entered his kingdom above. Were the
whole kingdoms of the world to become subject to him (as yet
they shall be), what are all these compared with his kingdom of
the Spirit World! 0 that the nations of Earth would but submit
to his easy yoke ! All that he asks of men is, that they should
aspire to higher life-get nearer and ever nearer to God their
Father.
We were in Galilee when the Passover of the Jews drew nigh;
and we were surprised when the Master said to us that he would
go up to Jerusalem on the occasion. We tried to persuade him
against going ; for we knew that the Chief Priests and others had
been plotting to destroy him. They saw clearly that if Jesus
succeeded in getting the people to submit to his doctrines, their
whole system would be overthrown, and that their fat livings, upheld by exactions from the ignorant masses, would also be swept
away. But, to all our entreaties, the Master would not lend his
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ear. He had made up his mind to do his duty, and go he would.
Ah, there was no shrinking, no cowardly fear in him when danger
was impending. It mattered not where he was-whether in
Temple or Synagogue, on hillside or seaside, he never showed the
slightest fear of man, but was ever ready to speak and work for
man's welfare. Finding him resolved we opposed him no longer,
but catching the same spirit, we professed, one and all of us, to
be ready to go even to death with him. So we thought then. 0
how brave we are at times! But it was self that made us cowards.
When we reached Jerusalem, he went to the Temple, as was
his wont, and spoke daily to the people there assembled, at that
time in great numbers. In the evenings we went to Kedron, in
the gardens of which we found shelter, though under the open
canopy of heaven, away from the noise and bustle of the city.
The crisis came on. The last evening with our Master, after
supping with him, we went back to our shelter in the gardens.
And while engaged in devotion with him there, the Chief Priests
and Rulers were sitting in council, as we afterwards learned,
planning how they might get rid of him. But even amongst these
men there were some who had secretly believed in Jesus; and
now that the storm was about to burst, they boldly avowed theil
attachment, and stood up in his defence. These were, Nicode·
mus, Joseph of Arimathea, Gamaliel, and others of the Masters of
Israel. The High Priest Caiaphas, as I afterwards learned, rose
from his great throne and spoke to the assembled council. After
showing what Jesus had done and was doing, he accused him of
witchcraft, stating that witnesses were ready to declare that he had
spoken both against their holy Temple and city, and that he had
despised the laws of Moses-laws that been penned by the hand
of God. Another rose and accused him of making himself a
king, thus giving the Roman Government cause of complaint and
interference; while one after another brought other charges against
him, and clamorously called for instant decision.
It was at this point the humble and meek-minded Gamaliel
opened his mouth in defence of the Master. He asked them
how it was possible for such a character as 'hey made out Jesus
to be, to do the good and wonderful works he had done, and of
which many of them were witnesses, except God were with him ?
Thereupon one rose up in great wrath, as if possessed by their

Digitized by

Coogle

soo

HAFED PRINCE OF PERSIA.

supreme devil Beelzebub, and appealed to Heaven to crush the
meek Gamaliel But the ruler Nicodemus boldly stood up, and
quietly but firmly thrust back the accusations that had been made
against Jesus. He said he would not call down the curses of
Heaven on their heads; he would rather plead for mercy on
them, notwithstanding the iniquitous courses they had pursued to
gain their object-the destruction of the innocent. " 0 blessed
religion, as taught by Jesus, glittering in the beauty of truth ! " he
cried, " but when put on as a cloak, it becomes dark and cruel,
seeking to appease offended Heaven by sacrifices on bloody
altars. This is not the religion taught by Jesus. Why do you
thus secretly meet to sit in judgment on him? He is not afraid
to look you in the face. Are ye afraid ? But go on in your evil
way, and become guilty of slaying the innocent. Rear your altar,
ye priests I Lead forth as the victim, for the last of your bloody
sacrifices, Jesus, the Son of the Living God!" Thus spake the
Ruler, who had long been a believer in secret, but who now
fought bravely for the Master before the Chief Priests and Rulers
of the nation. " I leave you," he said ; " I wash my hands of
this evil deed!" On saying which, accompanied by Joseph,
Gamaliel, and others, he left the CounciL That same Caiaphas
would have given a hundred years of life could he have done the
same ; but he was afraid for his position as High Priest.
Not far from the place of secret Council was Judas, the
wretched traitor, who sold his Master for a few pieces of silver.
My soul burned in bitter wrath against the foul wretch, and had
he been clinging even to the sacred altar, I verily believe I would
have torn him limb from limb, and thought I was doing but justly.
The traitor lay waiting the decision of the secret conclave, some
of whom had concerted with him that same night how to take
Jesus.
A sorrowful night it was to us all He alone was composed.
He was conversing freely with us, telling us of the Heavenly
country, and of his return to his kingdom above, when lo ! in the
thi::k darkness, we saw lights approaching. All nature was silent,
even the stars veiled their faces, refusing to look on the impending deed of darkness. 0 think of that I The lights of Bickering
flambeaus showed the forms that approached, guided by the
traitor : a band armed with swords and spears and bows-a whole
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regiment of armed men to capture one man and a few unarmed
followers. Jesus stood unmoved at the sight, and when they
came near, he said-" Whom seek ye ? " They said they wanted
Jesus of Nazareth. He then said," I am he," when at once, as
if stricken, the whole band of armed men fell fiat on their faces
to the ground. Amazing sight ! The rough soldiers of Rome,
unaccustomed to bowing the knee, doing homage as to a king,prostrate before him whom they had come to arrest as a criminal!
Then the traitor, who accompanies them to earn his vile wages,
attempts to salute his Master whom he had sold (a long and sore
punishment he had to undergo, and he has doubtless long regretted
the dreadful deed). At length, they laid hands on the victim, when
Peter, who was armed with a sword, boldly attacked them, wounding severely a servant of the High Priest But even then at that
trying moment, the goodness and power of our beloved Master
was shown; for, after rebuking the impulsive but warm-hearted
disciple, he turned to the man who had been struck, and by a
touch healed his wound. Ah! Caiaphas, where was the sorcery
there? The aftt:r-life of the man whose wound had been healed,
gave answer; for he became from that night a thorough belit:ver
in Jesus, and was prominent as a spreader of the truth in Judea.
That passionate stroke of Peter's made numerous converts to the
truth-more than ever he had made during all the mission of the
Master.
They led him away, and brought him before the High Priest
and Rulers, who ordered him to be taken to Herod's judgmentbar; but he, declining to sit in judgment on Jesus, handed him
over to Pilate the Roman Governor. Being a foreigner, I was
not suspected of being one of his followers, and got admission
along with others. There the enemies of Jesus brought forward
their charges, one of these being that he had said he was a king,
thinking by such an accusation to gain the ear of the Roman
Governor. But after questioning him, Pilate declared to the
clamorous, malicious men who crowded the Roman hall, that
he could find nothing against him. You can imagine how hard
it was for me to stand there, amidst the crowd of bitter enemies,
and see my beloved Master rudely struck in the face, while first
one miscreant and then another brought forward false accusations
against him.

Digitized by

Coogle

502

HAFED PRINCE OF PERSIA.

Pilate, who was a just and honourable man, fearing the gods of
his country, indignantly protested against the bigotry of these
spiteful Jews, and declared that he saw nothing in their charges.
But they, determined to accomplish their object, insinuated that
he was not doing his duty as a Roman Governor in setting one at
liberty who had been seditiously stirring up the people. Still he
stood firm, even condescending to plead with them to desist from
their charges. '' Away with the fellow! Crucify him!" cried the
infuriated crew. Even the wife of Pilate entreated him not to
listen to the bloodthirsty accusers of Jesus; but though he
considered him innocent, he-afraid of the threats of the Jewish
Rulers and Priests to denounce him to the Imperial Government-after protesting against the deed, and washing his hands
from innocent blood, gave him up to be crucified He was
guilty, notwithstanding; for, but for his cowardly fear of Jewish
malevolence, he had power sufficient to have acquitted Jesus.
But in all this was fulfilled the old prophecy that he would die an
ignominious death.
There was no prison for him-no breathing-time allowed by
these hounds thirsting for his blood. The altar was erected and
the victim lamb was led out as a bloody sacrifice to the God of
Heaven ! Ah, what have not priests done in the name of God,
to further their own selfish ends I Alas ! it has ever been thus :
True Religion set at nought ; Love and Truth sacrificed !
That morning you would have thought that all Judea had
gathered together to witness the crucifixion of these three men ;
for Jesus was doomed to suffer death between two robbers : thus
basely heaping odium on him even in his death. I never left
from the time of his arrest till they brought him to Calva11·· I
had seen nothing of the others, excepting Peter, who was present
at the palace of the High Priest in the early morning. Poor
Peter, he lost his temper when questioned by one who suspected
him to be a follower of Jesus, denying with an oath all knowledge
of him ; but bitterly he repented of his cowardly conduct.
Jerusalem was, at the time, crowded by people from ali parts of
Judea, and the whole course of that ever-memorable procession
along the streets was crowded by onlookers ; and when the Roman
guards on their prancing war-horses appeared with Jesus in their
midst many of the people wept; and some of those who had
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cried for his crucifixion now shed tears as they looked on him
who quietly and uncomplainingly went on to a cruel and shameful
death.
On reaching the accursed hill they stripped him of his raiment,
and drove the nails through his hands and feet into the cross ; and
doing the same with the two robbers, they thrust the three crosses
into the ground. And there between these two thieves hung the
Prince of Glory in agony and shame amid that crowd of mocking
heartless Jews and rough Roman soldiers, yet even then I heard
no complaint from his lips. On the cross, over his head, the
Romans, by command of Pilate, placed an inscription, in three
languages, evidently to spite the Jews, in these words: "Jesus of
Nazareth the King of the Jews." They complained to Pilate, and
wished him to alter it, but he refused to hear them.
Their bloody work had not long been accomplished, when
Heaven frowned on the dreadful deed All nature became
shrouded in thick darkness ; the vivid lightnings flashed, and the
thunder rolled. Terror was pictured on every face of the assembled people, and the Roman soldiery who were never afraid of
ten times their number, crouched as if they expected the heavens
to fall on them. I believe there was more done at that black hour
to bring home conviction of the truth than during all the ministry
of our beloved Lord. The educated amongst these Romans
were heard exclaiming, " Surely this man is the Son of a Divine
Being!"
I must stop here to-night. If you have any questions put them
now.
Was the (Q11tjany at what is (Q/led the Last Supptr cgnfined to
the Twelve1
No; but it was confined to the disciples who were with the
Master at the time, including the Twelve. In this he made no
distinction ; he looked on all as his brethren. We were all dear
to Jesus, but these twelve, being Hebrews, he chose to be his body
servants.
How do you manage tu get the Mrdium to frtJ1tounce now su,;,
names as Gamalul, fur at one time he (ou/d fl()t be ustd lu
give proptr names 1
Well, he is now farther advanced - better educated as a
Medium.
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You say yuus was takm from lite High Pritsl to Herod, and
tlzm to PI1att. In ont of tlu Four Gosptls tlu writtr says
lu was takmfrom flu Hi"5lz Priufs to Pilalt, wlzo rtmilttd
kim to Htrod, and /hal tlu taller smt him back /o P11alt: Is
thert 110 mistakt in your slatanm/1
No; my statement is correct.
May the peace of him who hung on the cross of Calvary be ever
upon you ! Good night.

Jainet~::eigbtb

~itting.
29/h

'7unt, I87S·

The Morning of the Crucifixion-The Sun Ashamed-The Scene round the
Cross-Jesus and the Dying Malefactors-" Father, forgive them! "-A
Philosophy the Grecian could not boast of-On the "Opening of the
. Graves-Jesus in the Great Prison-house-The Malefactors in the Third
Sphere-A Night of Prayer-Jerusalem in Commotion-The Priests
Afraid-The Tomb Guarded-The Resurrection-Attempt to Bribe the
Soldiers-The Rent Veil of the Temple-The Day of Symbols PastJesus appears in his Bodily Form-His Address-Appears at various
Times and Places-He Heals the Sick-The Ascension. Q~MsfiDN: On
the Bodily Appearance of Jesus after the Resurrection-Hermes on the
Book of Revelation.

I GAVE you at our last meeting some account of the trial of our
beloved Master, and briefly referred to the sad scene on Calvary.
The Sun shone out beautifully over the magnificent city on the
morning of that terrible day. Could it be possible that a deed so
atrocious was about to be perpetrated? Yet he continued to
pour down his beams on the crowds that thronged all the
ways leading to the place of death-the hill of Calvary-where
the Sent of God was hung up as a spectacle for the world to gaze
at But the cruel process of crucifixion had not long been enacted
when the heavens were overcast, and all nature became black as
if a pall had been flung over the whole sky. The Sun, ashamed,
hid his face in thick clouds. The forked lightnings darted athwart
the dark expanse, and the thunder rolled fearfully, north and
south, east and west. We felt the earth quaking beneath our
feet The Roman guards stood motionless, gazing in silence on
the fearful scene, while the crowds of Jews slunk away in con·
sternation towards the city.
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Amongst those who continued to stand by, I observed a
number of the followers of our beloved Master ; and we drew
together, keeping close to the cross, on which he hung in agony.
While he lived, he continued to look down on us, while now and
again we heard words of comfort coming from his lips. Although
some even of the Twelve had timidly deserted him, not one of
the women who had so devotedly followed him was absent;
and some of those who stood firm to the close were strangers like
myself. Ah! these were trying, painful hours to us who looked
on. To see one whom we esteemed as the Chosen of God for
the world's good, crucified in pain and shame, and set up between
two criminals I But even these two dying men, amid their own
grievous agonies, praised him who hung between. They had
witnessed his childlike submission, they had heard his words of
love and deep compassion,-his prayer for his murderers; and
being near to death, their eyes were opened to discern the thousands of the Spirit World hovering round. That maih:d host
spoken of by Hafed was there too, who, had our dying Master
but whispered to them, could have swept Jerusalem and its inhabitants into utter destruction. But, no ; such was not his way of
overcoming enmity. He prayed the Great Father to forgive them.
This was a philosophy the Grecians could not boast of. Some of
them had died smiling, surrounded by their friends and disciples.
But he died with the words of forgiveness on his lips for the thousands of bitter enemies that had miled him to the tree. Some .of
those men who stood looking at him whom they had thus treated,
imagined that he would miraculously free himself from the cross ;
and who, had he done so, would, as they said, have bent the knee
to him and acknowledged his Messiahship; but he would not :
the work had to be done, and that was to sacrifice himself-to die
for the truth he had been sent to proclaim.
During the great darkness, it was said tha:t the Spirits of men
who had long passed away appeared to many in Jerusalem. There
were some so silly as to say that they had resumed their old bodies
that had lain for ages in the grave. If they appeared at all, it
must have been in bodies materialised for the occasion.
As night drew on, we left the place of crucifixion ; but others
of our company, with the women, still knelt round the cross. They
were thus kneeling when the soldiers approached to break the
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limbs of the crucified, before the Jewish Sabbath began. Finding
that Jesus was dead, they did nothing. The Blessed Spirit was
away to Paradise, whence he woultl return to impart comfort and
instruction to his sorrowing followers. The two malefactors, who
still lived, were quickly put out of their dreadful agonies by the
soldiers. These men, as I afterwards learned, entered into the
thiru sphere, and are now blessed evangelists, labouring amongst
the denizens of the dark caverns. He too had gone there, and
traversed the dreary mazes of the great prison-house, because he
desired to pass through all the experiences of man, so that he
might the better accomplish the work of redemption. And yet
though coming through all such experiences, he ever remained
pure and unblameable. In whatever place he was-Greece,
Egypt, Persia, or elsewhere-it was the same : he conformed to
the laws of the people, but worshipped God, the Great Spirit.
A number of us met on the evening of that sad day in the
house of one of the brethren. You can imagine the heavy hearts
we had But it was a night of prayer; and as the Sabbath came
on we felt as if Jesus himself were there in Spirit. When it was
told to us in the morning that Joseph of Arimathea, who had so
boldly defended him in the Council, had got possession of the
body of our Master, we rejoiced greatly. But this did not banish
the thought that he who had loved us was now taken away from
our mortal sight. It was while we were in this condition that the
venerable form of Issha appeared to me, and told me not to be
disquieted, that Jesus would soon be with us again ; and that the
angelic host would watch over us till he returned to give us the
power which he had promised.
All Jerusalem was now in commotion because of that which had
taken place the day before. The priests, pondering on the few
words that had fallen from the lips of Jesus regarding his rising
again, got a guard of soldiers to watch the tomb where Joseph
had laid the body, lest, as they said, we should steal it away, and
say he had risen again. Poor men ! they knew not (but they
might have known from their own sacred writings) that all the
legions of Rome could not keep him entombed-aye, though he
had been built up in a solid pyramid, that would not have prevented the Son of the Highest coming back to his sorrowing
brethren.
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And when the Sabbath was past, and the morning light came
on, does the Great Deliverer burst out upon these soldiers in the
greatness of his power? No; he quietly passes through the 'doorway, and in the sight of the trembling guards, who bow before
him, he leaves them to watch an empty tomb. The soldiers, on
recovering from their astonishment at that which they had seen,
went and reported to the priests all that had taken place. And
what did these evil-hearted men? It was said that they attempted
to bribe the poor soldiers to say that, while they slept, the body
of Jesus was taken away by his disciples-" Only do this, and we
will make it all right with your commander;" for well they knew
that it was death by the Roman law for a soldier to sleep while
on guard. Such were the men who crucified our Master. Chief
Priests in the Temple of God ! Dastards ! to tempt poor soldiers
with a bribe. Ah, why should they thus try to hide the truth? It
would not hide. They had but to look at the rent veil of their
Temple to see Heaven's condemnation of their accursed deed.
Did such a thing ever happen before? Who did it? Will they
blame us for that too I It was no earthly power that did that. The
fire of Heaven cleft it in twain, and the word went forth-Away
with all these mummeries! The day of symbols is past. Not
now by these may man approach his Maker. Man's heart is the
true Temple of God. Conscience will guide man the Lesser Intelligence to serve God the Great Intelligence. And Jesus the Light
of the World will, in spirit, destroy the corrupt systems of men.
All that Sabbath-day we were continually coming and goingwe could not rest. The room in which we met was never without
some of us on our knees in prayer. At last, on the morning after,
we were astonished when it was reported to us that some of the
brethren had seen the Master ; and thereafter, when we met with
some others in the house where I lodged, my venerable father
Issha appeared before us, and as distinctly visible as one of ourselves. He put forth his hands over us as we sat, and at once
before our wondering eyes stood Jesus in bodily form. He
stretched out his hands, and thereon we saw the wounds the nails
had made. And then he spoke to us-" I have been away and
have seen my kingdom, and now I will be with you for a short
time before I finally depart." There were some who thought it
was a vision. But I knew it was a reality. I saw that it was the
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same body on which I had so often looked before the crucifixion;
and yet there was some difference, not easily described. But
when ·grasped by the hand, the feeling was the same as when we
grasped the hands of eat::h other. He appeared to be sadder now
than formerly: though he rarely ever smiled. (When a boy, he
was joyous and laughed like the rest of us.) But now, he spoke
with solemnity. He alluded to the opposition that would be made
to our work, but told us not to be afraid, for he would be with us ;
that when persecution set in against us because of the truth, we
were to watch lest we should be tempted to fall away. "Be ever
bold and faithful in the work which I have given you to do; never
withhold your hands from the great work. A structure will be
raised; but a time will come when my doctrine will be trampled
under foot by men professing to be my true followers, but hyPocritical worshippers, wearing a cloak of truth to cover their iniquity.''
Again and again he met with us, and spoke of the necessity of
prayer and watchfulness on our part, in view of the mission we
were undertaking. These interviews with our beloved Master
were held in various places, when we came together, during three
or four weeks; but none of us knew where he went to when he
left us. He had been seen by some of the brethren, who were
fishermen, walking on the sea; by others, on Mount Olivet;
while I and others had seen him surrounded by the heavenly host.
Indeed, it may be said that he met with the brethren by day, and
with the angels by night I had seen these holy ones in their
mortal form; but with Jesus they appeared in spirit with a brightness beyond that of the Sun at noonday.
As the day drew nigh when he should leave us, he gave each of
us directions about the work we had undertaken. Although the
Jews had cut him off, we were not (he said) to cast that in their
teeth, and refuse to deal with them ; on the contrary, we were to
hold forth his truth to the people of Jerusalem. If they should
revile us because of our faith in him, we were to submit, answering
them not And there were some of us who needed this advice
of the Master. I know I had a fiery temper; but, bearing his
words in mind, I succeeded in curbing it, even though, in doing
so, I had to bite my lip. Better to do that than give the enemy
anything to say. Indeed, to become a successful preacher of the
Master's truth, this course had to be carried out.
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We went out that day with him 'into the country; but even
then, as we journeyed onwards, the country people drew near to
us, and he put forth his power, as he had done before, and healed
those who were sick among them. At length we came to the spot
whence he was to be taken from us. We stood around him, while
he prayed for us; and just as he was in the act of blessing us, he
was gradually lifted up before our eyes. Gazing longingly upwards,
we beheld a host of bright beings overshadowing us, amongst
whom I knew my loved father Isscha. As the form of our Lord
and Master rose, it seemed slowly to dissolve, and a cloud came
down and shut out the view. We saw no more of Jesus, our
beloved Master; but we knew we would meet him in the Heavens,
into which he had gone, and that, though no longer with us in
the body, he would be with us in spirit to direct and guide us.
It was a foretaste of Heaven. We went back to Jerusalem, as he
had bidden us, to wait on his promise-the fulness of the Spirit.
I must stop here. Have you any questions?
JJid you tal and drink with 'Jtsus afltr his r!surrtclion ?
On several occasions he ate and drank with the assembled
brethren.
Was lktrt not somdlting difftrml in !tis bodily powtrs-somdking
grtaltr than btjort his crucifixion .1
No; there was then no greater power. He did not at all times
put forth his power. On some occasions, during his ministry in
Judea, he disappeared from the sight of his enemies : in these
cases he merely operated on their eyesight. By the exercise of
the same power after his resurrection he appeared to us and
vanished away. Had our beloved Master wished to escape at
Calvary, do you imagine that nails could have held him to the
tree? No. And there were those about him who, had he but
said the word, could, in an instant, have swept his murderers from
the face of the Earth. But the Cross was his final sermon; for on
it he showed to all men that truth and righteousness must be
maintained by the sacrifice of life itself. On that dark day
Nature herself preached to many men of thought. Some tried to
get over it by saying it was an eclipse of the Sun; but wiser men
knew that that could not take place at the time.
Havt you any id~a how tlu Rrot!aliotz was givm lo 'John-was
il in vision, and ajttrWards wri'llm out in his normal stale 1

Digitized by

Coogle

SIO

HAFED PRINCE OF PERSIA.

If the Revelation was made to ] ohn, and written by him, he
would, I think, be controlled to write in his normal state, and in
doing so the vision and words would be brought before him. But
I doubt whether he wrote it. I think I saw it, though not exactly
in the same form, before ] ohn's time.
The blessing of the Highest be ever upon you! Good night.

Jl!}inetJ!~ntntb ~ttttng.
27/h 'July, I875·
Defore Pentecost-Misapprehension-Outpouring of the Spirit-The Vision in
the Upper Room-The Gift of Tongues-Preaching to the People-Persecution-The Rulers confounded-·A Council Established-l ts Composition-Dissensions-Hermes contends for Liberty-The Council broken
up-Hermes in Greece-Frequents Public Meetings-Visits Sicily and
Smyrna-Meetings in Athens-Amongst the Philosophers-His Curati>·e
Old Cloak-Thoughts of Home-Despondency. Qlla/Um: The Death
of Judas.

AT our last sitting, I finished my address by giving you some
account of the departure of our Master. We were left to ourselves. The little flock was left by their shepherd But we knew
he was not far from us, and that we would yet rejoin him in his
kingdom, whither he had gone ; but we had still work to do for
him on Earth. We had to labour and suffer-aye, and die for his
truth.
The Rulers of the ] ews thought they had for ever destroyed our
cause, laid it in the dust, by taking away our Master-that they
would hear no more about it because he was dead. Dead! Poor
blinded men, they were not aware that The Truth could never
die. But we kept quiet, waiting for the fulfilment of his promise.
There were some, however, of our number that did not even then
comprehend his meaning. They thought that he would yet appear as the Saviour of the nation from bondage. But there were
others of us who knew better. We knew that his appearance
would be spiritual; that he referred to the gift of the Spirit which
he would bestow on us, so that we might be fully prepared to go
out to the world and proclaim the truths which he had taught us.
I, who was in possession of some of the gifts with which all were
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afterwards endowed, and others who were not so privileged, but
who understood the words of the Master, endeavoured to keep up
the hearts of the brethren in our daily meetings for prayer. Not
an hour passed over us that saw not some of us in prayer. We
ceased not in our supplications to the Most High, that He would
send forth His Holy Ones to guard us from our enemies, who,
like lions, lay ready to spring on us.
At length the day came on-a day I can never forget. We
were all assembled in the usual place, engaged in solemn prayer,
when the walls of the_ house were terribly shaken, as if by an
earthquake, while lights of a blueish-white colour blazed above
our heads ; but beyond these strange lights we saw the Prince,
our Master, in glory, surrounded by bright hosts of Spirits, among
whom I recognised the Spirit-horsemen that Hafed has already
described to you. And while we gazed in wonder and amazement, the bright lights that had been flickering above us fell on
our heads, and then it was we felt that the promise was fulfilledthat we had received power from the Highest to fit us for our
work. Thus were we equipped by our beloved Master, ready to
do battle for him with the sword of the Spirit.
It was one of the Hebrew festivals, when thousands were
gathered together in Jerusalem from all the surrounding nations,
and we went out and proclaimed the truth about Jesus to crowds
of the people in all the different languages. The effect on the
minds of many was deep and lasting, and productive of much
good ; for these strangers from other lands, in returning to · their
homes, carried the truth with them, and thus became the pioneers
of those of us who were to follow. And it was not long before
they were followed; for, from that day when so many were drawn
to listen to us, persecution set in. Some of our number were
imprisoned ; but their prison-doors were thrown open by unseen
hands. The Jewish Rulers were confounded ; they knew not
what to do, so as to keep the common people in ignorance of
such wonderful works. They seemed afraid that the populace
would rise in rebellion against the Roman Government, and thus
bring down the heavy hand of Rome on the heads of the nation.
But the result was that many of the brethren were compelled to
fly from Jerusalem.
The chosen disciples and others who remained proposed to
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form a Council for the management of the work. I felt myself
bound to oppose this, and entreated them not to interfere with the
liberty of each other; that we should go out, two or three together,
as the Spirit directed us, uncontrolled by the rules of a Council,
who might in time seek to exercise lordship over brethren who
were called to labour in distant countries. There should be but
one Master, I maintained, and each and all guided by his Spirit
what to do and how to do it But my counsel was rejected: some
would not listen to me. I saw the greater number was against
me, and I agreed to submit I said, however, that if I saw the
spirit of lordship getting up, I would have nothing more to do
with them, but go out to the world and work freely in the cause
of Jesus, my only Master. Certain rules for the ongoing of the
work in Jerusalem were adopted. In Jerusalem they had all things
in common-that is, rich and poor fared alike-all were on the
level of brotherhood, and all were glad to do the Master's work.
The Council was composed principally of the Hebrew disciples,
with a few like myself from other countries. Here were some
dark-skinned sons of Africa; there a sleek-haired native of India;
and there some even from your own islands of the far West In
such a mixed assembly it would have been strange had nothing
occurred to disturb us. The Hebrews being in the greatest numbers, would have their own way, the impetuous Peter contending
strongly for the observance by the brethren of certain Jewish rites
and ceremonies. Violent discussions, in which some hot words
were uttered, almost led to blows ; for a number of us who were
strangers, who had drank in the Master's doctrines of Freedom,
were determined to crush this attempt of the Jewish brethren to
bring us under the yoke of Judaism. · We maintained that such
national distinctions should be thrust aside, as opposed to the
doctrines proclaimed by Jesus himself, which were not for
the Jews only, but for the whole world. Btlt the Council, as constituted, had not a lengthened existence; for in the heat of the
persecution, it was broken up, and all were compelled to wander
into various countries.
I went to Greece. I was alone, and I felt myself free to act as
the Spirit directed me. It was a common thing in Greece at that
time for men of learning to frequent places of public resort, and
discuss various subjects of interest in morals and philosophy. To
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such places I went and, as opportunity offered, took part in the
discussions, but having always before me the main object of my
life-the truth concerning Jesus. I knew my duty, and was fixed
in my determination that it should never be neglected. I was a
stranger, an outcast Egyptian, with no one to care for me; but I
felt myself more at liberty than ever I was to advocate the doctrines
of my Master;-aye, and ready to die for them; for well I knew
of the happy home he had in keeping for me in his kingdom
above.
I first visited Athens, and after sojourning there for a time, I
resolved to go to Rome, being anxious to see the magnificent
city ; but I did not see it after all, for on my way I was led by the
Spirit to land in Sicily; from thence I went to Smyrna, and back
again to Athens.
I spoke in general in public assemblages. Among the subjects
of discussion at these gatherings of the philosophers of Greece,
that of the Hebrew Jesus and his doctrines was frequently introduced So far as outward appearance went, there was little to
recommend me to the notice of these philosophers. My clothing
was such that some of them treated me as a beggar, and without
being solicited would give me a small piece of money. I had
been proud ; but I was not then. I knew now the value of the
smallest coin ; for if I required it not for myself, there were
many a poor helpless one to be found on the wayside who would
be glad of the gift. It was well with me, in such cases, that I
had the spiritual power of mind-reading, for there were then, as I
suppose there are now, sham beggars, who imposed on their
fellow-men. I quietly sat and heard these philosophers discussing
about my Master Jesus and his doctrines, waiting patiently to hear
them give their verdict thereon. I would then step forward (they
knew me only as an Egyptian) and say-" Sirs, I have seen this
Hebrew about whom you have been speaking," and then they
would invite me to speak concerning him. Thus encouraged, I
entered at once into the history of Jesus, for of this I could speak
freely, and then related to them all that I had seen him do, of the
wonderful powers he put forth on behalf of man; and also of the
wisdom that was displayed in the words which fell from his mouth;
of his blameless life, his cruel and shameful death at the hands of
his own countrymen, his appearance to his disciples, and his glori2L
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ous ascension. I contended that in Jesus we found the great
deliverer long promised to the nations,-one who, in his character
and teachings, was greater than Socrates and other famed teachers
who had passed away. I generally received an attentive hearing
on these occasions, while some one of my hearers would kindly
take me to his own home, where I was invited to use the baths,
provided with suitable clothing, and made welcome as a guest.
I felt thankful for such treatment, and hesitated not on such
occasions to accept of the hospitality offered. But though sadly
in need of clothing, I could not lay aside my old cloak, the same
that I had worn when with Jesus. I was determined to keep it
till it became my shroud, for I more than suspected that there was
virtue in that old and well-worn garment. I had used it as a
coverlet on the bed of the sick, and when the patient waked up
from the calm sleep which my old cloak had produced, the fever
was gone. So I never lost sight of my cloak. Thanks to my
Master, I was also in possession of the gifts of spiritual sight and
hearing, of healing, and of prophecy, all which I exercised whenever I saw an opportunity of doing good to my fellow-men.
In the midst of all my labours in Greece and other parts,
thoughts of home would spring up. But the difficulties that beset
me, and the persecution which followed hard at my heels, drove
me sometimes into a state of despondency, in which I lost hope
of seeing Egypt again, and at times, for a minute or two, I thought
my brain was deranged, or that it was all a dream; but it was but
momentary, for I would hear a voice which at once freed me from
my gloomy thoughts. The whispers of the Angel, thank God,
opened my eyes, and I saw that there could be no derangement,
and that I was as much a man as ever I was.
I must leave you to-night. I will bring my narrative to a close
at our next meeting. Put your questions.
.Did '7udas lake away his own /ife1
Yes; the position he found himself in-despised and shunned
even by those who had hired him to do the traitor's part-drove
him mad, and in the height of his madness, he hanged himself.
May the Great Spirit endow his glorious ones with power to
guard you fro14 danger, watching over you while you sleep, and
directing your steps when awake I
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~ttting.
Jrd August, I87S·

How Missionaries fared in Apostolical Times-Priestcraft at work-Hennes
returns to Egypt-Chilling rec eption at the Temple of Thebes-Turns to
the Common People-A Church established-Opposition-The Church in
Alexandria-Visit of Hafed-Hermes' opinion of Hafed-The Last Night
with the Persian-Progress of the Church-The name "Christian •· accepted-Alarm of the Priests-Hermes banished from TheLes-Hopes
crushed-Joined by Brethren-Wanderings in Arabia-Hermes feels the
end approaching --Exhortations to his Companions-His Old Cloak
around him-Falls asleep. and wakes up in the Paradise of the BlessedIssha-Welcomed by Jesus to his glorious Kingdom.

AT our last sitting, I gave you some account of my wanderings
and experiences as a preacher of the truths taught me by our
beloved Master, and how, after a long absence, I longingly desired
to return to my native land before closing my Earthly career.
The proclamation of the new faith in many places had been
attended with varied degrees of success. In some cases cruel
persecution had followed in its track. Some of us had been
stoned and shamefully treated-hunted like wild beasts from place
to place. For a while after our arrival in a city, no molestation
would be offered by any one; but, as impressions began to be
made on the minds of the citizens in favour of the new life and
liberty of thought in regard to things spiritual, the priests would
get alarmed. They saw that, if our doctrines got lodged in the
hearts of the people, then their wretched systems would be uprooted, their coffers emptied, and they and their disgusting mummeries swept away. In this they were but doing the work of
priestcraft at all times ; for, wherever and whenever the truth
interfered with their power over the minds of the people, these
priests crushed it beneath their heel. It matters not in what
nation, or in what age of the world, rather than lose the upper
hand, the priests have brought the people down to a level with
the beasts-buried them up in ignorance and silly superstitions.
How often I tried to shut out that which I had seen in the vision,
that a time would come when even the professed followers of Jesus
-priests of the Christian faith-would do the very same thing I
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I strove to keep out that black future, but it would not. 0 cruel
mockery of Jesus and his truth!
I resolved at last to leave Greece, where I had been labouring
for a long time, and return to Egypt. Many years of trial and
trouble harl passed over me since I left the ancient temple in
Thebes, where I had spent many happy hours with my beloved
and venerable father Issha, who, though absent in body, was often
with me in spirit. At length, after a season of alternate triumph
and defeat in my labours on my homeward way, I arrived on the
banks of the Nile. On entering Thebes, I noticed that the
destroyer had been at work. Many of the inhabitants had been
driven off, and houses were falling into ruins. I directed my steps
to the Temple, but no one there seemed to know me. When I
told them who I was, I was repulsed, scorned, and treated as an
apostate. I had no desire to become a wanderer again ; so, in
spite of their op;>osition, I resolved to remain, for I began
to feel age creeping on me, although not what you would call an
old man. My hair was getting grey-the snow was whitening the
mountain-top.
I was more successful with the common people, some of whom
had known or heard of the venerable Issha ; and when I told
them .the story of Jesus-his connection with Egypt and Issha,
his life and death in Judea, and the sufferings we had endured on
behalf of the truth-they began to give ear to me, and to drink in
the truths which I proclaimed. For a while I continued to exhort
them, setting before them lessons fitted to lead them in the ways
of goodness and truth. In course of time a few came together
and bound themselves as a church, and I spent some happy days
with them as their shepherd. It was not till two of my old fellowpriests, who had been companions of my youth, joined our small
community, that opposition began to show itself; but through the
kind offices of the church in Alexandria, which at that time was
large and influential, we received favour. It was in Thebes that
I first baptised converts from the Egyptian faith, and observed the
Lord's Supper.
It was at this time that I was visited by the venerable Hafed,
who recounted to me many interesting experiences in connection
with the Master and his work. It was a glorious time for me to
sit in the company of such a man ; for, excepting Jesus our
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Master, I never, in all my travels, met with one so full of the
Spirit as Hafed Prince of Persia. His stay was but short; for
he knew, he said, the work that was still before him, and the
sufferings to be endured, before he finished his course. At his
departure, we gave what we could to him and two companions in
attendance on him. It was not much, for we were poor in the
world's goods. Eighteen or twenty of us went on with them the
first day's journey; and at sunset we assembled for prayer. That
was a glorious night for us : indeed, it was like a Heaven on
Earth. We were all in the Spirit-no longer hedged in by the
barriers of Earth, but in Paradise itself. Instead of eighteen or
twenty, we found ourselves in the company of tens of thousands
of happy ones; while our ears were ravished by the music of the
heavenly choirs. Words fail me to describe the wonderful vision
of that night.
Though a Christian and follower of Jesus (fo!' that name was
beginning to be applied to us), Hafed, at the rising of the sun
next morning, a'i he had been taught, bent himself in prayer before
the symbol of Him who is the Source of all light and life. After
prayer, we bade him farewell; and his parlin:; words were" Farewell! we will meet again in the land beyond! " They went
on their way and we went back to Thebes. We had been gre:1tly
cheered and strengthened, and we resolved to give ourselves continually to prayer, so that we might obtain aid from on high, and
be more and more fitted for the good work ; for I knew well that
the time was approaching when help would be needed I knew
that we would not be wholly driven out: there would always be
some left. As the seed scattered on the waters brought forth
abundantly in due season, so would the truth which we had
preached spring forth in good to men and glory to our Great
Master.
We were getting strong in numbers, the new doctrines spread.
ing over the community ; and the name " Christians" was taken
by us in good part; for truly it was a grand name. The members
of the church were of acknowledged good character ; chaste
always ; no one could point the finger at them ; and they were
every ready to help the needy and clothe the naked. And so we
began to be looked up to. But just then the priests got alarmed
at the position we bad attained If this continued, they would at
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last be swamped ; for their money was falling away. The people
showed their indifference towards the old system, and could no
longer be hoodwinked by the silly mummeries and gaudy processions of the priests. So they brought all their power to bear
against us. I had -been comfortable, and beginning to think all
well, forgetting all that had been foreshown me in my vision.
Had I pondered on that, I would have seen the folly of cherishing
the idea of enjoying a quiet and comfortable life.
These priests, though bitterly opposed to us, were wary. They
did not dare to lift a finger against any of the brethren, for they
had secured the favour of the people generally; but they determined to get rid of me. I was seized and cast into a dungeon,
and thereafter taken from it, led out of the city, and forbidden to
enter it. I was a banished man !-once more a wanderer. The
little flock, thus deprived of its shepherd, was scattered. Strongminded as I had ever been, this reverse was too much for me-l
sat down by the wayside and wept I thought my heart would
burst I felt I was a dying man. In my soreness of heart, I e\'en
cried to the Prince to come to my help and crush those men who
had risen up against me. Alas ! in the bitterness of my spirit I
forgot that the sword of truth was the only one he wielded. A
few of the brethren followed after me, and we journeyed through
the mountainous districts of the Red Sea into Arabia. After
wandering hither and thither, preaching and teaching wherever we
got opportunity, we turned our faces towards Egypt-our home.
We were still wandering homewards, when one day I felt that
my voice, that had all along been so powerful, had become weak.
I was no longer able to engage in that which I had so long taken
pleasure in. The end, I felt, was fast approaching; and one
morning I told my companions that before the setting of the sun
I would leave them. With sorrowful faces they gathered around
me, and recovering my voice, I spoke to them with all my wonted
energy. I counselled them to go back to Thebes, and endeavour
to draw the scattered people together, telling my tWo old companions (the priests) to look well to the flock, and promised that
though absent from them in body, I would be present with them
in spmt. After embracing them one by one, I lay down with my
old cloak wrapped round me. I fell asleep. When I opened my
eyes, before me stood my beloved old father, Issha.
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At first, I could not conceive what had happened. Was it a
dream-a vision? But gradually I began to realise my change.
I was at length in the Paradise of the Blessed. I looked around,
and I saw on a hill a grand and beautiful building. I questioned
my venerable friend in regard to all that I cast my eyes on, and
could hardly take time to get his answers, so eager was I to
obtain information. At length he brought me before the Prince,
Jesus my beloved Master. I dared not lift my eyes to look on
him then, but bent myself in deepest reverence-for I was dazzled
by the exceeding glory that surrounded him. But joyfully and
with outstretched arms he embraced me, and welcomed me to
that glorious kingdom he had so often spoken of while he was
with me in the body.
Thus, my friends, I have accomplished that which I promised
to do. I have still somewhat to say to you, but not now.
May the Almighty direct you in all your ways, so that you may
receive the welcome of the Great Prince into his Kingdom above!

[tale'bittor~.
26/n Sept., I8J5·
( Conlrolltd by HAFED. )-It is now six or seven years since I was
introduced to you by our friends Ruisdal and Steen, and through
their kindness I was permitted to speak to you through this
Medium. In this mode of communication it mattered little that
I was a Persian, and spoke a foreign language, for no such distinctions exist in Spirit-life. My main object was to give to this
age of the world some experiences of my life in the body, in the
hope that these, belonging to an eventful period of the world's
history, might be of some use at the present time.
The world in my day was far back in a knowledge of the Most
High God ; and it was when many of the nations were buried in
gross darkness, and given to idolatry, that He thought fit to send
him who had been so long promised-The True Light, to give
light not only to his own nation, but to all the peoples of the
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Eanh. 11Je Rnealer of the Truth came; the light began to bum,
aDd it will cootinue to bora till all shall see it and be glad.
I baYe giYeD you the story of my Earth-life, and the various
parts I played. I began with my childhood; I spoke of my boyhood and wanderin~f my career as a warrior, how I fought
and bled for my country. Then I told you of the sad event by
which I was led to throw off the armour of the soldier, and under
the guidance of my guardian angel, put on the garments of peace,
becoming a teacher of the people. I told you of the advent of
him, round whom all these experiences gather-bow in due time
I became his teacher, and as such doing all that lay in my power
to educate rum for his great work, and for which I have received
my reward I told you of our travels in the East, where he manif<!Sted, even then, the mighty. power with which be was gifted-a
power beyond all that man bad ever possessed. And when he
was cut off by his own countrymen, I have shown you bow I
resolved to go out to the nations and preach his truth-how I at
length planted a church in Persia, and died for the truth I proclaimed. I have also given you some account of Spirit-life, and
by two or three examples, shown you bow I and my Old Egyptian
friend raised souls from the depths of misery and darkness, to
beCome useful members of the Spirit World
This simple narrative of my experiences which I have given you,
may by some be cousidered long and tedious ; by others, the
mere product of the imagination; I say it is true. Living in a far
back age, far removed from your time, I can but give you my
word. I care not what men may say to the contrary, I again say
it is true. I trust, however, that nothing I have said -will give
offence to any one. If there is anything of that nature let him
who is offendeq put it aside, and take that only which commends
itself to him as good I have no desire to offend, but the truth I
dare not withhold I died for it, and, were it possible, would
again die for it. Some of my ideas may not have been conveyed
to you just as I wanted ; but you must not forget, that I had to
do my work with an inferior instrumeot..,....a Medium not of the
finest culture,-finding it difficult at times to transmit my thoughts;
but, withal, I have accomplished much, and overcome many
barriers in my way-thanks to our friends the Painters. And now
since you are determined to lay these communications before your

.
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fellow-men, I earnestly desire that they may read them with honest
minds; and though I do not expect (neither must you) that readers
will see all alike,-for that they will not do,-yet I trust they will
be guided by charity and sound judgment.
I have to say a few words more, and then I am done. You
have now got to listen for a time to our Indian and Mexican
friends-the one a sage living his Earth-life in a far back age; the
other, at the same time as I lived. A great deal has been lost of
ancient India ; and as he preached the truth, so far as he knew it,
over a wide district, he had opportunities of seeing much, which
he will no doubt describe. But, I will not leave you altogether.
I will come from time to time ; for there are many things you
might have inquired after regarding my country which I could
have told you of-and yet you have got a great deal-and there
are some things I might have spoken of without inquiry on your
part ; but I wished not to keep the Medium all to myself. Our
Egyptian friend will also have something farther to say. And now
that you have brought the Communications to a close we thank
you for your labour and patience.
May the High and Holy Spirit send his holy watchers to guide
you in all your ways, and guard you from danger. May you enjoy
the blessings of the Most High, and he also who was taken away
from you, who has now become a teacher in the land of the
Spirit. Good night!
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I.
A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF EX7.RA-ORDINARY MANIFESTATIONS
OF MR. DUGUID'S MEDIUMSHIP.
IN addition to the usual phenomena peculiar to Mr. Duguid's Mediumship, on
which I have dwelt at considerable length in the Introduction, manifestations
of various kinds have been made from time to time ; ;ome of these of a won·
derful character, unexpected by either the Medium or his friends. We have
had1. Movmrmts of Inn/ Bodin willunu Contat-t.-While sitting in circle with
Mr. D., and umler test conditions, sometimes in the light, sometimes iu dark·
ness, we have had the movement of tables, chairs, music boxes, &c., with and
without contact.
:z. "R,,ppinr;s," or Sounds from Invisi61~ Cauus. -These very common,
but to a number of investigators, very convincing manifestations, have been
produced at many of our sittings with Mr. Duguid, especially in the early part
of his Mediumship. The sounds are varied in force, from the barely audible
tap to that of the stroke of a hammer. Frequently the louder sounds are
accompanied by a light, which comes down from the ceiling in a straight line
to the table, and disappears when the blow or explosion is heard. On a few
occasions, when sitting for rhysical manifestations, a sound, corresponding
exactly with the snapping o the thumb and middle finger, bas been made in
all parts of the room.
J. Pt"rjUmu.-This is a very pleasant manifestation of Spirit-power, which
has been repeatedly made at our sittings. The most tlelightful odours have
been administered to all and sundry forming the circle, only one at a time,
however, beio1g sensible of the refreshing effect. The sensation lasts, in each
case, for a few seconds only, during. which the recipient feels the cooling odours
blown gently over his head and face. This agreeable manifestation is not
confined to the circle room. One evening, after leaving the hou.'e of the
Medium, two of us experienced the same sensation while traversing the
public street. A similar effect was produced on three of us (members of the
circle) when walking, along with the Medium, on a summer afternoon at the
coast. One notable instance I cannot but give. While sitting one evening
with the entranced Medium alone (as I have frequently done) for the purpose
of reading over what I had recorded, for revisal by the Persian, I felt somewhat o~pressed by the closeness of the atmosphere in the room, but ~:ave no
expresston to my uneasiness, and went on with my reading. Whtle thus
employed, I felt as if transported to the open air from the close apartment, and
immediately the whole room became !aturated with the most refreshing
perfumes, which were gently wafted over my heated brow. I stopped reading
-I could not go on without expressing my thanks to the Spirit controlling.
But be said my thanks were not due to him, but to the Red Indian Spirits,
wno had produced the perfumes. I continued my reading for about an hour,
and during the whole time I felt the perfumes thrown upon me. It made a
deep impression on me at the time, and I shall never forl{et that display of
watChful care and kindness on the part of our Red Indian fnends.
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4- 17u Dir«l Spirit Vt>iu.-This phenomenon is one by no means common
in Spiritual circles; but for four or five years it has been repeatedly produced
when sitting with Mr. Duguid. When first the Spirit-voice is heard, a tremor
is apt to come over the sitters, but that soon wears oft; and in a short time we
feel as if talking with a friend who has just called in. The made-up voice
(for according to Ol!r Spirit friends it is only a make-up for the occasion from
the magnetism of the Medium) is not a very pleasant sound, being more or
less husky according to the condition of the Medium. On one occasion, .how·
ever, it was so loud and harsh in tone that, afraid lest the neighbourhood
should be alarmed, we entreated the Spirit to retire. Obstreperous as he has
always shown himself to be, he nevertheless took the advice given him. and
we had no more of his thunder tones. From the very earliest of our ~ittings
we have had various manifestations from the same Spirit, who took the name
of Jok; but at fir.;t he was so disorderly that the controlling Spirits kept him
back; being now somewhat better behaved, he is allowed a little more liberty.
A curious character he is; particularly fond of addressing us in the Scotch
dialect. He professes to have been one of the early navigators in the reign of
Elizabeth ; but the variety of characters he has enacted at our circles, and the
jocular nature of his remarks, leaves us somewhat in doubt as to his identity.
After talking with us for some time one evening, he said he was compelled to
leave, as the Indians were grumbling at him for using up the Medium. In
about ten or fifteen minutes we were somewhat surprised to hear a strange
voice giving. in very pompous tones, and most unexceptionable English, a
prescription for a lady ill with indigestion. I asked to whom I was indebte-:1
for this gratuitous advice. "What's that to you; follow my prescription."
"Oh, but we like to know who we are dealing with; please give us your name."
"Eh, man I d'ye no ken me?" was the reply in the broadest Scutch, followed
by a hearty fit or laughter, and the exclamation, "Sold again!.. We had
some doubts at first as to the reality of the voice, caused by its similarity, at
times, to that of the Medium ; but these doubts were soon afterwards dispelled,
when we heard the contrulling Spirit addressing us through the Medium,
while the direct voice was heard comiu~: from the f:trthest corner of the room.
A small speaking trumpet, made ol pasrebo:trd. is used by the Spirit on such
occasions, and when 7ok is not talking through it, he will Tlow and then
indulge in tipping the heads and hands of the sitters. He can be serious and
sensible too. One night, while the hundredth psalm was sung, the Spirit·
-voice was distinctly heard taking part in the singing. Recently he sung a
verse of a song, evidently a sea song, judging from the words, but the tune
was strange to us.
S· Ln!ilalion oflu Mdiu,.-About three years ago, while sitting in trance
outside the circle of five who surrounded the little round table, 30 inches in
diameter, the Medium was lifted and placed on the table. There was no
noise made in doing this ; but leeling a creaking or the table on which our
bands lay, we lighted up, and found the Medium seated on his chair in the
centre of the table. The light was put our, and in less than half a minute the
slim little table was relieved of its burden without the slightest noise. This
was n:peated on two occasions, subsequently. Another instance of levitation
took place in the Spiritualist Hall, in December, 1874. but with this difference
-the hands of the Medium were tied 6rmly behind him, and also to the back
of his chair. This (the tying) had been done previous to getting two dind
pictures ; and I did not expect, with a circle of thirty persons, most of them
strangers, th •t we would get more. But I was wrong, for on turning up the
gas, after a few minutes of darkness, the Medium was discovered sitting on
the chair to which he was bound, and the chair resting on the table-at least,
three of the legs of the chair were on the table, the other was off. The light
was again put out, and in about a minute afterwards the signal was given to
light up, when we found the Medium and chair on the floor. The ligatures
were examined by strangers present, and seen to be untouched.
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6. Traruftrerrct of Solids tl~r~mr:IJ Solids.-One evening, sitting with the
Medium and other three friends round the table, on which all our hands
(including the Medium's) were placed, a heavy box, containing colours and
brushes, was taken from an adjoining room and laid on the table. This was
in darkness ; but I had shut the door myself at the beginning of the sitting,
and we found that it was shut, and I knew, from the position of my chair
(about two feet from the door) no one could open it without disturbing me;
and that, at anyrate, the Medium could not rise from his seat on the sofa
without scrambling over the end, and coming in contact with me. On another
occasion. a large and heavy flower-pot, with a geranium growing in it, was
carried from the same apartment, under similar conditions, and laid on the
table.
7· Spirit Lie-htt.-During the last five or six years these have been frequently
observed at the ordinary painting sittings, when total darkness was secured.
Some of the lights are exreedingly brilliant; others barely discernible. At some
of the sittings lights have been seen to dart in a straight line from the ceiling,
and on touching the table produce a sound like the stroke of a hammer.
8. S/!iriJ ToU<h.-Many of the sitters at the seances for physical manifesta·
tions have been frequently touched by Spirit-hands on head and face, and other
parts of the body. The touch is warm and life· like, sometimes cold ; and the
pressure as of soft, velvety fingers. I remember, on an evening when these
touchings were going on, my hat, which I left in a di~ tant corner of the room,
was taken by the unseen hands, and tried on all the heads of those present
before being placed on the head of its owner. At a recent sitting, while the
Medium's hands were bound behind hi~ back and to his chair, and the four
persons who composed the circle sat with joined hands-no hand being left
out, all were more or less touched and patted on the bead.
9· Spirit Distil/,zlion.-At one of the sittings a glass of pure water standing
on the table, and from which we had ~n drinking. was carried away, and in
the space of a minute was returned to its place ; on lighting up we found the
liquid in the glass changed to the hue ol wine, and on tasting it, found it bitter
as gall. The Medium sat in trance next to me ; on his left sat another mem·
ber of the circle, and we are sure he made not the slightest movement. This
manifestation was repeated on a subsequent evening.
10. Windiii(·UP and Carryi11g llfusical Boxts, &>t'. -At our sittings for the
production of the direct illustrations for this work, and towards the close of
1874. a musical box, weighing about 12 lbs., was wound up and laid on the
table. The Medium's hands being firmly bound behind his back, and at the
same time bound to the chair (this has been done at most of the sitt ings for
these pictures), the gas was turned off, and each one present joined hands.
This was no sooner done than the in;trument began to play, and continued
till the tunes were exhausted, when we heard it being wound up again, and
again set a-playing-not only so, but while playing, carried over our heads
from one part of tile room to another, the effect of which, in the circumstances,
was thrillingly beautiful; and to heighten our wonder, while the heavy instru·
ment was sailing aloft, we heard it once more wound up. This has been
repeated at many of the suhsequent sittings, sometimes with the addition of
one and two small musical boxes, the same conditions being strictly observed.
11. An Ovtrt'oal put on tht Bo11nd llftdi11m.-One evening, towards the
close of 1874. while the Medium was tied, under the same conditions as
described in the preceding paragraph, an overcoat, which had been laid down
on a settee in a corner of the room, was found, on lighting up, on the back of
the Medium. The same thing was done on two subsequent evenings. There
was barely time for the Spirits to untie the Medium, get him to put on the
o\·ercoat, and tie him up again, leaving the knots exactly as we made them.
If this, however, was done, it still deserves to be noted as a wonderful display
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of Spirit power. If this is not the explanation, then we have in this latest
feat of our Spirit friends the astonishing phenomenon of a coat with two sleeves
being put on the arms and bac:k of a man while his arms were 6rmly bound
toeetber.

II.
CO~MUNICATIONS FRO~I

THE SPIRIT PAINTERS, JACOB
RUISDAL AND JAN STEEN.

THESE communications are chiefly selection~ from a journal I kept previous to
the control of the Persian, in which the questions and answers at the Painting
Sittings were recorded; a few of them are of more recent date:-

Spirits Cognisant of Natural Objtcls, 6--e-.
"Are you, Ruisdal, cognis:mt of natural objects in the absence of the
Medium, such as the state of the painting? and do you perceive the criticisms
made on it mentally?"
"Sometimes I am able to perceive the thoughts ; but at all times I perceive
natural objects in your world ; and not only so, but in worlds beyond, independent of the Medium."

Apptaranct of lht Pidurt lo tht Mttlium in anti out of Tranct.
"Do I understand the Medium aright when he says that he sees, while
painting, the complete picture before him?''
"Out of the tr:once ht sees it as complete ; in the trance the picture be is
working on appears just as it is. The complete picture is an effect produced
on his mind out of trance."

Tht Mdium's Sight in Tra1ut.
" While painting in trance with his eyes closed, does the Medium see by
means of the bodily eye?''
"He does not stce through the bodily organs of sight, but it becomes natural
for him to incline his head to the " ·ork. Were I to take full posse~ion of him
I could work with his head turned a war from the picture as easily as when
turned towards it, so far as regards sight.'

Tht Doublt.
" Is it possible for a Spirit to represent himself as the "JQU6/e" of one still
in the body?"
"The douhle cannot be represented by any Spirit."
In..reply to other questions, he said-"The double has no connection with
the material world: only with the individual man; and be resembles him in
c\·ery way. When be materialises himself, it is in the form and dress of the
individual of which he is the double. There are no spirit doubles. I have no
double.

Man's powtr ovtr Spirits.
"Will you tell us the best way for a Medium to get rid of the inftuence of
an evil or undeveloped Spirit?"
" Man's will is stronger than Spirit. If a Medium chooses be can drive otT
the influence. Do you think the Great Creator would allow Spirits to take
possession of man against his will? No; it is only when a Spirit gets en·
couragement that he can influence mortal man."
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.Ruisd41 on Mtdiums and Mtdiumship.
"Is it by some peculiarity of constitution that some persons are Mediums?"
"It requires nothing of that kind. The Medium is generally well supplied
with that fluid-that magnetism without which we could not well manifest
ourselvt:S; but there is nothing wrong in the constitution of a Medium mentally
or bodily. I know there is nothing wrong with my Medium, either one way
or another. I often examine him, and I find that he is possessed of a great
amount of that mllb'lletic fluid. A few Spirits tried him before I found him,
and they might have used him had they chosen. But I find that we are somewhat similar in mind; he has a constitution like that which I had while on
Earth-hence the power I have in entrancing him. I watched him daily. I
wanted to know him before I took him as a Medium. . . . I cannot
allow you to touch him when in trance. If you knew bow he was operated
on you wvuld never propose it. In this condition, he is somewhat like a
battery when charged: if anything comes in contact, the charge will go off."

J'an Sltm on Mtdiumship and Strong Drink.
"Would you think, Steen, a man more susceptible to Spirit inftuence when
in drink?''
" He would, when in drink, be more susceptible to the inftuence of evil
Spirits than to that of good ones. I know when I took too much of my own
brewing I suffered."

A Warning to Mtdiums.
"Will Ruisdal say iC a Spirit participates with the Medium in any or all
kinds of enjoyment?"
"Were my Medium to enjoy himself in evil coiU'!Ies I would leave him for
ever; but so long as be continues in his present state I will watch over him
and do him all the good I can. :)hould he tum to evil, being open to Spirit
power, he would get evil Spirits enough to lead him to ruin."

No Racial d[lfirmcts 1'n Spirit-lift.
"Are you able to di>tin~,ruish between the Spirits of men of different races
in the Spirit World, such as the Negro, the Indian, the Mon~lian ?"
" As Spirits we cannot. There is no difference wh"'tever.'

Spirit Transilio11.
" A gentlerran present wishes to know why you Dutch Spirits should come
here rather than make manifestations in Holland?''
" What I have got to say is just this : In the same way as you would direct
your thoughts to Holland- in a moment-even so does the Spirit travel.
:'pirit is like thought-equally quick. As I have already told you, we came
here because we found in this Medium one well adapted for the purpose we
have in view."

Tltt Mtdium Hindtrtd by Cross biflumcts.
"It bas been rem•rked that the Medium produces finer work when alone
than when painting with witnesses aroun<t him."
" I think I have already given you the reason why. The Medium is sur·
rounded by an aura, or halo; and so long as this circle remains unbroken by
mortal bodies, we can use him; but when the circle is broken in upon by cross
influences, then the work can neither proceed so well nor so quickly. When
you touch him it is not so much injury to the picture as to the Medium. He
feels it when he comes out of trance."

Stun on Childrm Dying in Infancy.
"When infants are taken away, being innocent, they are ushered into
Heaven; but yet, although in that happy state, they, in a sense, are not beyond
us, who are still in the intermediate sphere; for they cannot he said to appre-
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ciate, as we do, who have been taught by experience, the blessedness of the
glorious land. By their early transition they have been deprived uf those
lessons which can alone be got by the earthly life, and that which they learn
must be got by hearsay as it were; for one way or another the Spirit must be
educated before it can come to its full growth as an eternal Spirit. For example, it is only those who have come through the mortal life and its experiences
that can work for the reclamation of Spirits in darkness. It requires such as'
we are to do the quarrying. The polishing for temple use we leave to others.'

Tile Spirit Wqr/a: Wkre is il1
In reply to a question, Ruisdal said-" We give no definite place to the
Spirit World. It is over the whole universe. I have told you of a great shore,
and of a great Sea of Space, in tlte centre of which lies that heavenly land,
where the high and holy go. That is my idea of the Spirit World. You may
lay down spheres, and define the various conditions, but the Spirit World is
all one."
In answer to another observation, he said-" There are no boundaries to the
universe. My use of the expression, w/uJI~ uniwrs~, was but for convenience.
We know much more than you; but there are many things, such as the extent
of the universe, in reg:uU to ~hich we are as ignorant as you are.''

Clairwyana of Mediums.
Mr. J. Lamont of Liverpool said-" A case has recently come under my
obo;ervation. It is that of a Medium who, on coming out of trance, said she
had been away in spirit visiting another Medium, who at the time was also in
trance; and that she not only saw the Spirit-form of her friend, but the Spirit
controlling her. Was her Spirit away entirely from her body?"
"Certainly not; but being in trance, she saw clairvoyantly. She did not
leave her body; bad she done so, she never could have come back to it. The
connecting link ttnce severed, can never be united-death ensues."

Sltm on Cold anti Catching Colds.
"How was it that the Medium should go into the trance, the last time we
met, and come out of it with an attack of cold?"
"Oh, you got some of the cold breath thro\m on you; that's how he caught
cold. But though you had sat in an ice-house, that was not sufficient to produce the effect. It is not the coolness of the atmosphere, but the currents of
air passing through the place in which you sit that affects the body. The heat
in that clay bouse of yours is something wonderful; if surrounded by ice, with
no movement of the surrounding air, you would be quite comfortable -the heat
of the body increasing the temperature and melting the ice. But when
draughts of cold air are thrown upon you, the cold through the open pores
reaches some tender part, and all are more or Jess affected according to constitution. The last time we met (see page 424), the Medium being in trance, not
only felt the cold breath, but realised the bleak cold scene presented to his
vision, and consequc:ntly was more affected by it than you were, who merely
felt but did not see. This is my explanation; it may not be a scientific one,
but it is as good as I can give.''

On Spirit Furms-MatmalisatiQn.
At one of our sittings (1867), we were told by the Spirit controlling {Ruisdal)
that if we persevered, they might be able to materialise hands, faces, &c.
"I suppose these forms are merely ~t up by you for the occasion?"
• •Just so. They are so far substantial, for they are to a certain extent material; yet they are not Spirit forms, but the Spirit is in them. Let me try to
explain it to you. It is just something similar to a skeleton being covered anew
with flesh and sinew. We get the material from the atmosphere around us."
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"You appear in your dress to the Medium in trance, and I suppose he would
even feel· the kind of dress were he to touch you-that must be biological?"
"Yes; but that cannot be done with those not in trance."

.Ruisdal's Control-A11 E:xplanalwn.
" Are there times when it is necessary for you to possess the hand of the
Mediumf"
"I have never done it, and never intend· to do it. I have said so before."
"Then, how is it that he goes about the work so freely when he is sketch·
ing a picture-I don't mean possession of his head, but his hand?"
"I see I must let you into the secret. I pencil the picture, and he follows
my tracings. There is a tracing made by me which you cannot see on the
canvas, but which is seen by him in his trance state."

Ruisdal' s Control of the Jlfedium-his Confession.
(By a Stranger)-" Have you the same facility in producing paintings through
the Medium that you had while in the body?"
"No; but were I to exercise complete control over the Medium, I could
aint as easily now as then. But this I will never do: he must havt: freedom.
love freedom myself. Did not the Great Spirit when he created man give
him freedom? Why, then, should lower Spirits seek to control poor mortal
man? This, I know, is done by some Spirits, but I will never do it.
.
While on Earth, I studied Nature and Nature's God ; and I loved Himthough not as I ought to have done. Had I worshipped Him as much as I
did my Art it would have been better for me. . .
The lowest and the
highest Spirits never visit the Earth after leaving it.''
"You, then, put yourself between these?''
"Yes."
''Have you progressed since you Jert; or are you still in the same condition
as at first?"
"I have progressed. But when first I entered the Spirit World I was a
lonely wanderer-seeing no one-hearing no one. Now, there are with me
myriads of Spirits. I am happy, and have liberty to leave this and go to other
spheres on missions of good. I shall yet rise higher and higher."

f

The Medium v. the Spirits.
"I am glad, Ruisdal. to observe that the painting in trance is engaging the
attention of many-in some cases, producing the effect you intend ; that is, to
cause men to realise the fact of Spirit communion and the future life. Are you
satisfied?"
" I am quite satisfied. But it is a hard thing to get the Medium to submit
to the publicity. He is like to get the better of me on that account. He docs
not like to be brought before strangers, being retiring in his disposition as I
was myself. I don't know what I would do without Steen in the case: being
such a rattle-brain-so frolicsome, he can manage to keep the Medium in
good humour."

Spirit Pnsmce.
" You were not here on Saturday night?"
"I was not here, and yet in a sense I u•as here. I was not hl're in Spirit
person, but my influence was. The .Medium perceived me as at a distance."

.No End to Spirit-life.
In reply to a question recently put at a sitting, Steen said-" There is no end
to Spirit·life. There are changes, no doubt ; but there is no end. I was Jan
Steen when I entered into this life; I am still Jan Steen, and will be for ever
-so far as I can see. You may be sure you will be yourself, an:l not some
one else, in the life of the Spirit. You will never lose your individuality."

2M
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The Employments of 1/u Spi'ri'ts.
(By a Stranger)-" How do Spirits dispose of their time? What are they
engaged in ? "
" We have plenty to do, if disposed for good. We are employed in teaching
the young that are born into the Spirit World. Death is but the birth of the
Spirit. Yet some of us still love to visit the Earth. The evil-disposed find
plenty to do in raising strife between man and man on Earth."

The Medium no/ Cou11ted.
" Well, how are you all to-night ? "
"Thank you, Steen, we are all well ; and glad that we four have an oppor·
tunity of meeting again."
"Four! we are only three. I don't count the Medium, you know."
"Ah, yes, it is true, Steen. You are alwap ready to catch me tripping."
" I can't help it ; you must learn to count.'

'Jan Stem on tlu Locality of tlu Spirit World.
In reply to questions in reference to the situation or locality of the Spirit
World, Steen said-" Our world is not visible to you, such as the planets Mars
or Jupiter. It is an immense world situated at a greater distance from Earth
than the Sun; but we are nearer the Sun than you are. It is difficult to give a
locality to the Spirit World: all the planetary systems are surrounded by it.
But being natives of Earth, we are in one sense nearer to it than to others.
Every planet has its own Spirit-sphere; but for Spirits to speak definitely on
this pomt, is out of the question. It is moral condition that defines our place.
Birds of a feather flock together; that's the rule. Between the highest
sphere or condition in the intermediate state and the heavenly spheres there is
an ocean of space, in the centre of which, as an island in an earthly ocean, lies
the Heaven of Heavens. Whenever Spirits become morally fit, they cross that
ocean, and no longer linger on its shores.''

The Lawjulnus of Spirit Intercouru.
A gentleman present at one of the early sittings put the following question:
"Are you permitted by God to communicah: with us-that is, Does He
sanction such communication?"
".Spirits have always been permitted to communicate with man. Had not
this been the case, how could you have got those revelations by which God is
made known to you I Had He not done so, you would have been now sunk
in the blackest ignorance of the Great Creator."

How the Spirits Hear the Huma11 Voice.
" Can you make it clearer to some persons present about your hearing our
conversation or questions!"
" I cannot make it more simple than I did before. The sound passes
through the Medium's organs of hearing to our Spiritual atmosphere, and
strikes impressions on the different objects around us. These impressions we
read."

Ruisdal Avoids Religious Conlroz•ersy.
Some conversation took place, while the Medium was painting, between the
Rev. Mr. F. and Mr. B. on the Divinity of Christ, and Ruisdal was asked to
give his views on the point.
" I have told you before that I have no sympathy with your controversies."
(Mr. F.)-" Be kind enough to answer the following : Do you believe in the
Lord Jesus Christ as he is revealed in the New Testament?"
"I loved the Lord Jesus Christ, but not as I should have done. Now I do
love him, and expect to be with him in his happy mansions of bliss. In the
meantime I have a work to accomplish."
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Music in /Ire Spirit World.
"Do you practice music in the Spirit World?"
"No. It is not the same with us as with you. Everything is music here.
Everything sings forth in praise to the Great Creator. The winds that gentlr,
waft over our land and the murmur of the streams are music-all, all is music. '

Spirits cognisanl

of

Thoughts.

At a recent sitting (1875) in answer to a question, the controlling Spirit, Jan
Steen, said-" We can impress our Medium in his normal state, when in com·
pany, with a knowledge, to some extent. of the character of persons present."
"Can you read our minds without the presence of the Medium?'
"No; and even when present, there are at times condi!ions of body and
atmosphere that prevent us perceiving clearly. But in general I can read heads,
your heads, like a book."
"Are you cognisant of evil ideas entertained by a person?"
"Did man only know the extent of cognisance possessed by Spirits, he
would take better care of his inner thoughts. This power is confined to
certain Spirits only. It would not do for all and sundry. The Guardian
Spirit has most power over the mortal he has in charge. It is well for man to
act for himself; for he is free to a certain extent, but not always: there arc
inner and outer influences that keep up a fight in him, making him feel often
in a queer state; the outer man saying, Do this; the inner saying, No, do it
not. He listens to the one, and the other condemns him. It is the Guardian
Spirit striking on the bell of conscience."

A Glimpse l?f /Ire Summer Lafld.
Towards the end of the sitting (July 20, 1866) the Medium was observed to
go into a deeper trance. His countenance assumed a bri~ht and glowing
appearance; and, looking around him, he seemed extremely happy. Some
unseen one (to us) received a very cordial grasp of his hand ; after which he
knelt down, and began to pick up and greatly admire what appeared to be
flowers. He continued for some time in this condition, clapping his hands,
and betokening in every movement supreme delight. On coming back to his
ordinary trance condition, he seemed to give Steen some account of that which
he had witnessed. No questions were put, as we knew, hy former experience,
that the Medium would remember the scenes presented to him when so en·
tranced. Accordingly, on coming out of trance, he said, when a.•ked, that
Ruisdal had taken him away, accompanied by the Spirit Margaretta, to a place
where the objects presented to him were so beautifully grand that he could
find no expression by which to describe them. The scene, he said, was be·
yond all description. Hill and dale, mountains, rivers, and lakes, forests and
plains, flowers and fruits surpassed all he could think of. Being asked why
Steen did not go with them, he said that he could not go, and that he was
much disaf.pointed. We asked him if he saw any difference in the appearance
of Ruisda. No, he said-only, he seemed brighter, but not so bright in
clothing as the denizens of that lovely land.

Slfm Ofl :fcsus and His Work.
A question was put to Steen as to the position of Jesus in the Spirit World,
when he said-" Jesus is the highest manifestation of God : he is not God, the
Father of Spirits, but be is, in a special sense, the Son of God. We are all
sons of God, but Jesus is above all, yet distinct in person from God. He it is
from whom comes the light, represented in the centre of the picture, [see Dio·
ramic Pictures of the Spirit Land], in the midst of which appears the Cross.
All Spirits submissive to him have the mark of the Cross on their hand.
There are many who ha\"e not this mark; but all will yet bow before the Cross
and receive this mark. These things we learn from the bright and holy teachers
who come to us from his immediate presence."
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On 1/u Exlml of SpiriJ ln/ucqurse.
(By a Visitor)-" Are the Spirits of our relatives or friends, now surrounding
us, and taking an interest in our actions and circumstances, cognisant of our
thoughts as well as actions?"
".Many there are on Earth who have their Spirit friends attending them.
Yet you may have <!eparted ones that are not able to come near you, from the
want of power to approach. As I have said before, every one has some power.
If a Medium be at hand they may be able to come nearer and influence you.
It is well, perhaps, that it is so ; for if all Spirits could come and act on their
relatives, many might be influenced to their loss or hurt-though many, too,
might be led to a better life. But the Great Spirit does nothing that is not
beneficial to man. "

Praytr in the Spirit Land.
"Do you pray in the Spirit World?"
"Yes ; but not as you do. Our prayer is action. We are for ever engaged
in the work of trying to enlighten those who are still in darkness-those who
are lower in condition than ourselves."

The Red lndiall in lite Spirit IVurld.
At one of the sittings it was stated that " White Star," an ancient :\[exican,
had been admitted into the circle. The question was askerl. how it con·
sisted with the statement repeatedly made, that only Spirits of the same grade
as those forming the circle could be admitted . The reply was that the )[exican
was of the same moral grade. Referring to the special sitting to get m:mifestation s from the Rerl Indian Spirits, it was further said:-" You must not sit
thinking to get more light or information from our Hed Indian friend s. These
Spirits, although occupying mor:1lly as high a sphere as we ourselves. are still
unenlightened; thl!y know less than you do; they are still Rcrl Indians in all
their ideas and surroundings-still worship the Great Spirit in their happy
hunting grounds; but they will, in due time, attain a higher po<ition intd·
lectually. These Indians are perhaps the very best for the production of phy·
sica) manif6tatiuns, and for healing; but that is all. You are on no accuunt
to look :m them as depraved Spirits. Do not reckon on ex ternal appearance
to find out character; the Spirit is seen as it really is, and many of these Red
men morally far excel multitudes of Christians who have been greatly more
privileged. It is not what a man believes or professes to believe : it is what be
is, that distinguishes him in the world of Spirits.''

.Resurrcdiun

of the Bud;•.

While the :\tedium was engaged in painting, a convers:~tion arose amon~t
those present on the resurrection of the body, and a request was made that we
shou),) ask the opinion of the Spirit ( Ruisdal) on the point.
"You h:we heard the discussion we have engaged in?"
"Ye::s; you should not enter into such questions."
" I have no doubt they are often far from profitable; but, now that the
question has been raised, we should like to have your opinion. Will the body
·
you left on Earth ever be raised ? ''
"I am now risen. That body was merely my earthly house. I am the
same man I was while in the hody. As I advance in this life, the body which
I now have becomes purer and finer. But these are questions you should not
indulge in.''

" TVhal good «•ill il du1"
"People often say to me-' What good will your Spirit-painting do?'
Tell me, Ruisdal, the object you have in view in the production of these
paintings ? "
"It is to convince materialists of the reality of the world of Spirits. So far
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as I know, Spirits have visited the Earth ever since man had being on it, but
mortals in former times were afraid of them, and were thereby deprived of the
good which otherwise they might have received. Now, however, men have
not the same fear; and realising the fact of the Spirit World, they may come to
know that there is a God, and one whom all men should worship. Woe, woe
to him who worships not the Great Creator I "

.Jfaniftslaliofls slopptd by lht Spirits.
Nov. 29, 18p.-" So the power has been withdrawn fro:n David, by which
we had the other phenomena? "
"Yes; for a time at least. He may sit down as often as be likes, but it is
another thing to get manifestations. He must stick to the painting and the
speaking. These must be no longer neglected. He must be taken care of,
for he is no common Medium ; and there is much yet to be done through hit&l.
I do not exaggerate when I say that he has a band about him that, if necessary,
could lift the bouse in which you are sitting."

"Poor Human Naturd"
After the usual control by Steen, a remark was made as to the frivolities of
the season (January 1874), to which he said-" Well, there is a good deal of
that, no doubt; but some allowance must be made, surely, for poor human
nature. You can't expect that man should exist in a continual whirl of work;
he must have some play. Just try it for a while, and mar:< the result."

yan Slmt

Oil

Ttmpuatun, C:->c.

March 15th, 1873.-Being controlled by Jan Steen, a remark was made on
the coldness of the temperature, on which he said-" It is all the same to us.
Judging from my Earth experiences, I would say, your temperature is always
equal; we do not as Spirits appreciate heat or cold. It is your dense atmos·
phere which we have often to wade through, before we can manifest our presence
to you, that I complain of; not the bright, clear frost that I used to feel in my
toes and fingcr·ends, and to get quit of which I drank something warm. There
was quite enough of internal heat I tell you the morning after a night's drink in;;.
In these thinb"'• man is not always wise when in the body; but he is brought
to his senses when out o( it. I was one of the sort that did not look far a·head,
but allowed every day to provide for itself. Still, as I view it now, I do not
regret these bodily experiences. As men, we are not the best judges. Man,
in his Earth·life, is controlled by circumstances, and - . But I am beginning
to preach, and I am afraid some would object to my doctrine ; so I will step
aside for a little."

On Spirit Languagt.
In reply to a question, Jan Steen said-" Spirit language is something else
than the percepttun of thought. Whence comes language? It proceeds from
the utterance of certain sounds. Language is not confined to man, you have
it amongst all animals up to man. Most certainly, there are various sounds
made by animals, by which their desires are conveyed one to another. The
vocal utterances of mankind are evidently acquired by imitation. This may
be observed in children attempting to speak. The ori1,oin ol human language,
however, must be traced to the Creator. Do not imagine for a moment that
because we are able to perceive thought, we do not use our tongues. Assuredly,
we have all the powers of speech we ever had; and though we appear to you
as individuals of various Earthly nationalities, it is not so here, in Spirit·life.
We have a Spirit language depending on the utterance of certain sounds.
On entering we begin to lisp the language, and before a day passes, we become
thoroughly conversant with it, but we can use our native language of Earth if
we choose so to do. But what a Babel it would be were we generally to do

so."
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How Ruisdal btcame a Pai11lu.
"Were you influenced by Spirits in the same way as the Medium is influ·
enced by you and Jan Steen?'
"I was inspirfd, as you call it, by the Great Spirit. It was He who made
me a painter; from Him I had the gift. It is different with the Medium; I
am trying to bring out the gift he has, and will do it."
"Was it long ere this ~ft in you was brought to light?"
"I always loved paint mg. I wa~ brought up in it."
"You spoke on one occasion as if you had sinned in being devoted to your
art: How could it be sin, if, as you say, you were inspired by the Great Spirit 1"
"If devotion to art came between me and my God, was I not abusing His
gift 1 Ah, how often do men abuse the best gifts bestowed on them by God I "
(Jan Steen): "That's true; I abused mine."

Ruisdal on lht disposal of his own and /Itt Mtdium's Piclura.
1867.-A question was put as to the disposal of the pictures, so that the
Medium might receive some recompense for his labour, when Ruisdal spoke
as follows:" Pictures produced under such conditions must never be sold. It seems to
be a law with us that we must not influence man in any way to make money;
and by that law I must abide. . . . On Earth I seldom sold my pictures.
I did not like the idea of selling them. I gB\'e them away-taking whatever
they chose to give me. And oh how very little sometimes that was! It was
very galling indeed to see the little value that was placed on pictures I had
spent week after week and month after month in painting-sinking deeper and
deeper in the love of my art. Ah, this was my sin! Had I loved my fellowmen more, I would have loved my Redeemer-loved God, my Creator-the
Great Father of all Spirits. . • • Though I say you are not to sell these
pictures, yet you may give them away to those whom you know as persons
likely to value them; and if they choose to give anything to the Medium in
return, it is well. But, mind, there must be no buying and selling. Is not the
Medium our minister? Though he does not use his lips, does he not preach
the truth each time he lifts his brush or pencil-the truth, that there is a r,ower
unseen by the natural eye, and a state beyond, which man must realise? '

Ruisdafs jirsl E:xpmenct in Spirit-lift.
"In what condition were you when you entered the Spirit World?"
"I said before that I was alone-in darkness and solitude, unconscious of
the presence of others.''
" How long were you in that state ! "
"I cannot tell; but I think fifty years may have passed; and during these
years I got a glimpse of one here and there, and gradually my eyes opened.
. . . In entering the ~pirit World, the good Spirits surround us, though
we may be at the time unconscious of it."
"In your present sphere or state, are you happier than when on Earth?"
"I am happy-so happy that I could remain as I am for endless ages. But
I must go higher until I reach my Master's House of many mansions."
"In what does your happiness consist 1"
.
"The happiness I experience here is greatly different from that which I had
on Earth: that was all confined to my art. Now, I strive to do good to my
fellow Spirits, teaching them to rise higher."

A Picturt of the Summa- Land.
" I cannot find words adequately to express the beauty of this land. The
Medium may tell you what he has seen. Its lofty mountains and \'crdant
plains; its woods and its water-falls; its beautiful vegetation and its flowersall combine to render it a scene of surpassing lo\"eliness and wondrot" harmony.
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The Medium might think it the very Palace of the Great King, so truly grand
is it in his eyes. The very stones at our feet are precious gems."

Heavm somttlting mort titan a Slalt, or

Contl1~wn.

"Are we right in thinking that Heaven is more a state or condition of heart
than a locality?"
"Heaven is a place; but if the heart of man is good, he does attain to that
place. It is beyon:l the place I am now in."

Progrm i11 Spirit-lift.
" Is there a path of progress open to all Spirits-those lower Spirits which
visit the Earth?"
'' Yes; the path is open. But it seems to me that some would rather remain
as they are than endeavour to get hijjher and better. They do not care to rise.''
"Are they open to receive truth? '
"They are, as regards that, in a somewhat similar condition to that which
they were in on Earth: something may strike the chord, and turn them to better
things."

Ruisda/ and tlu Studmts.
"We have a number of theological students here to· night, and they desire
to know if you took any interest in the controversies of your time on Earth."
" I do not care to speak about such."
(lly a Student)-" Do you ever come to know anything about the Saviour!"
"Things that are connected with the Saviour in II eaven you are not to
know. 1 knew the Saviour in the same way as many of you now know him."
(By the same)-" Were you what is called a Protestant?"
" I had no creed."
" Did you take notice of the theological disputes of the time?"
"The whole Continent was disputing in my day; but I never had anything
to do with their disputes."
"Did you know any ministers by name?"
"Yes ; I knew some-not personally-both priests and ministers. It was
the disputes of these men that often disgusted me with the world."
"Some of our friends here would like if you would mention the name of any
prominent man at the time."
"Brandt."

Ruisda/ administn-s

R~roof to

a Queslionn-.

(Mr. T--h)-" Will you tell me what position I would be in were I to
die now?"
" Mortal, you do not know what you ask. Seek not to know the future. I
could tell you, but will not; for we are not here to tell what is coming to pass.
You know well the state of your own mind: see to that."
Notwithstanding this rebuke, a number of silly questions were proposed by
the same individual, but were indignantly scouted by the Spirit. One of these
questions was-" Can you give me the names of my two foremen?" I afterwards learned from a friend with whom he met, that the questioner had come
to the conclusion that Ruisdal was "a very wicked spirit." (!)

Ruisda/ and J'all St«n.
In reply to a question, Ruisdal said-" I knew him (Jan Steen), but not
personally, on Earth. His fame had gone all over Europe at the time he
lived. I met him for the first time within the walls of this house."
"Well, Steen, how did y'>u happen to meet Ruisdal within this house, as he
says?"
" When roaming about, I just happened to tumble in. But I was here
before Ruisdal."
"Are you a frequenter of tables?"
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"No; I have always been above that. What a queer crew you had last
night! Who were they?"
"Wei~ Steen, there were four students of theology, a minister, and an Irish
gentleman."
"Just so: I thought they belonged to that class. The clergy were no great
friends of mine."
" Ministers and doctors came in for your satire when on Earth -so I read?"
" We, as painters, knew more of human nature than the ministers. I have
studied it all my life. The ministers were worse than the doctors, though."

Knuwldge withheldfrom Mortals.
" You stated, Ruisdal, that you received instruction from bright and exalted
Spirits. Do they tell you anything that it might be well for us to know?.,
"You mortals have nothing to do with the teaching~ we receive from these
bright and holy ones. That which we have to give to you we will give freely;
but that which concerns us we will withhold. The discipline we pass through
belongs to the Spirit only. There are glorious Spirits-more glorious by far
than tho~e bright ones that teach us-who come to Earth and influence man to
good and holy works. Once on a time these good Spirits walked and talked.
with men. This they do not now; but still they strive to influence them.
Evil ~.pirits have no power over man when he is open to the influence of the
good.

"All the Work of the Devz1."
''A gentleman present wishes to know, Ruisdal. how to deal with objectors
who are fond of uttering these words-' Oh, it's all the work of the devil !' ''
"Do as the Lord did. Have you not your own experience as to the character
of the manifestations 1 Some of these, no doubt, may be from what some call
the devil, or, as I would call them, devils; but certainly they are not all from
such a source. I am afraid that those who use the above expression are not
inquiring into the subject with unprejudiced minds. It is an old way of getting
out of a difficulty. But it is a foolish method. There are good and bad in
everything in nature; and it is so in this matter of Spiri:·intercourse and mani·
festations: while the bad may often overpower the good, the good are always
conquerors in the end. You must bear with such objectors. The truth will
assuredly prevail."
•' Do you know of any such person as the Devil ? "
.
" I heard of him when I was in the body, but here we have no knowledge
of such a being."

Oil Light.
"The Medium describes the light by which he paints as a clear, electriclike light."
"The light which we have is too bright for him, and is mellowed down. It
is similar to electric light, and impresses the Medium as such."
"Does the light proceed from your Sp,irit-body?"
"Where do you get your light from? '
"The Sun.''
"1\o, you do not. The Sun is but a reflection of the light which we have.
It comes from the Great Spirit. From Him, as the Source of al~ it flows out
into infinite, unsearchable space."
Ruisdal confessed his inability to answer a number of other questions on
Light, and, on a subsequent evening, introduced another Spirit, who spoke
nearly as follows :·
" Light is a thing on which there has been great diversity of opinion. To
comprehend it fully seems to be beyond the power of man and Spirit. In our
condition, we have no darkness. All is hght, and that light comes direct
from the Great Spirit. That same light strikes the Sun, and from thence is
transmitted to yoilr world. For many a day I thought that the Sun was the
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great source of light. The Sun is just a world like your own-that is, it is
material like the Earth. There are other systems of worlds far beyond the
Sun-far surpassing in magnitude ; and we therefore conclude that these great
material suns and systems are supplied with light in the same way. The light
which the Medium has in his present condition is described by him as a clear,
bluish light. It is a light much brighter than anything you can imagine-so
brilliant, that it must be modified to suit the Medium. This has to be done
with mmy Mediums; they could not stand it-they would fly from it."

Full and Partial Control.
It was remarked that the Medium exhibited more ease in speaking under
the control of the stranger Spirit than under that of Ruisdal.
"I am acting on him in a very different way. The Medium is entirely
under my control. Besides, I am an Englishman, and use him accordingly.
Ruisdal acts on him in his own way, as he objects to take full possession.
He may be mistaken, but we all look up to him as an honourable man; as
certainly he was when on Earth.''

Comds.
On a subsequent evening, a question was put to the same Spirit by a gentle·
man present as to comets-namely, " Are the phenomena known as comets
material?"
.. If you mean by maUria/ the being composed of earth and rocks-no.
They are entirely gaseous. They are not yet solidified bodies, but ftoat about
in space, gathering substance, and ultimately become planets.''

Spots on the Sun.
"What is the cause of the spots on the Sun's apparent surface?''
"These spots have ever been since its creation. They are caused in the
same way as those you observe on the Moon-by its mountains and ravines. ·•

The Su11, lJftJon, a1ul Plands Inhabit(t/.
In answer to questions, the stranger Spirit said-" Yes; the Sun is inhabited
by bright and glorious beings. We walk with them, and they see us; indeed
so close is our communion, we can see each other as you do on Earth. When
I was in the Earth-body I had the idea that no other world was peopled. But
all the planets are inhabited. The Moon has its life, both animal and vege·
table. We have traversed it. The mountains are high and covered with
snow, such as ~orne in the northern latitudes of the Earth; and there are some
swec:t and lovely valleys. The inhabitants appear to he happy, and in a state
of innocence. We will take the Medium there, when, if you question him,
he will be able to describe what he bas seen in his own way."
The Medium then appeared to go into a deeper trance. From his movements be seemed to have attained to some great eminence ; exhibited a
feeling of intense cold, and afterwards, apparently, descended to some deep
valley. Here he was evidently quite at home, and delighted with what he
saw, judging from the remarks he made. He put questions to the (to us)
unseen ones, and answered questions which apparently were put to him. On
coming back to the usual state, he entered into conversation with Steen, telling
him what be had seen, and shortly afterwards came out of trance.

Continuity of Earthly Rtlationships.
" Are the relationships of Earth, such as husband and wife, parents and
children, &c., preserved or recognised in the Spirit World?"
"They are. Had you not an instance of that last night, and ever since I
came hue?" Evidently referring to the presence of the female SpiritMargaretta-bis wife that should have been, but who died at an early age.

2N
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" A good old friend of mine came to us at our early sittings, and said he was
in 11 different sphere from that in which his wife was; but certainly they did not
harmonise in character on Earth."
" I did not say that persons who are totally different in character were on
the same level here. In many families you may witness some children serving
God and others serving the devil. Could you expect them to be on the same
level ? But they may come together again."
" Do you mean by that, that they may come together for a short time? ·•
"No; when they rise, they never a,.<"llin fall."

A Rtall!ni(}ft.
A gentleman ";shes to know if there are different creeds and denominations
i•l the :-;pirit World, such as Catholics and Protestants, Hindoos and Ma·
hometans, &c. ? "
"No; here where I am we are all agreeJ. I told you this before. We
have all things in common. There are no divisions or sections-we are all
united. If we were not there would he warring amongst us as on Earth. We
unite together in one vast body in praise of Him who is the Great Jo'ather of
all Spirits-our God."

" Wlutlur in tlu body or out of the body, I can!lolle/1.''
"Mr. F--n wishes Ruisdal to inform him if the Medium is in the same
state as the Apostle Paul was, when, speaking of the revelations m1de to him,
he said-' Whether in tho: body or out of the body, I cannot tell.'"
"I tlo perfectly well remember the passage. The Medium is just in such a
state ; he really cannot tell whether he is in or out of the body. •·
" Is it the same state as Peter was in at Joppa?"
"No; Peter's trance was what you term a biological condition, such as
that of the Medium when he is taken to see other lands."

" The o1u thing nttdjul.''
"Is intellect, when combined with moral worth, acknowledged in the
Spirit World?"
"Yes; both go together here."
"Suppose that one leaves the Earth vowerfully intellectual, but deficient
morally?"
"He would not-could not be where I am."
"A reverend gentleman present wants to know whether creeds (or beliefs)
or good practice is that which finds ac,eptance? ·•
'' There are many of all ~reeds, colours, and countries where I am."

" It is

11(1

Ius a fad."

One evening a party of ladies and gentlemen came to witness the Medium
at work, and were not long seated when they got into a somewhat hot discus·
sion on the subject of Spirit ·communion; the wordy warfare, however, ca'lle
to an abrupt conclusion by the opposer taking up his hat, 11nd, in anger and
quite unceremoniously, leaving the house. One of the ladies, who wa.~ much
interested in what she witnessed, said she was amused by the perversity displayed hy some individuals in reference to Spiritual phenomena. ~he had told
her minister about pictures being painted with the eyes of the painter firmly
closed. He said he would not believe it. "Would you," she •aid, "believe
it if you saw it!" " No; I would not," rerlied the obstinate infideL
"Were you disturbed, Ruisdal. by this dtscussion ?"
"I heard very indistinctly. We know it is very hard to get some to believe
that we can come back and commune with mankind; but it is no less a fact.
It has been the ca.oe ever since mnn was on the Earth. Don't distress your·
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selves about those conceited mortals who ohstinately and foolishly !<aY they will
not believe even though they see. Leave them to themselves, to ponder over
that which they h:we heard and seen of the facts -for assuredly they are facts
-and I have no doubt that they will soon find out that there are even more
things in and about themselves than they are able to perceive with their eyes.
There is no one wh" has not mediumistic power, more or less.

The WorR

of the Spirits.

A stranger put the follo\\;ng :- " Are you able to communicate anything
threugh the Medium that would tend to the good of mankind religiously,
socially, or politically?''
"I have done little of that. We all work together, with one aim-man's
elevation-some doing one thing, some another. I have chosen painting;
others have chosen to produce miracles (what, at least, you look upon as
miracles). All are in some way or other working, even though they should
resort to the earlier manifestations in order to attract attention. In regard to
the communications you refer to, I have not laid mysdf out to convey such
instruction. I could not do it on Earth. But, indeed, I have gone farther
than at first I thought I could do with my feeble powers."

An Objector AnS11.•tred.
The Rev. Mr. B--, who M-as present at one of our early sittings, denied
that there were_any Spirits at work, arguing that the answers- came from the
Medium's own brain. Of course this idea 'We combated, and asked Ruisdal if
he had anything to say on it. He said" How could I speak to you, or express myself, otherwise than through him?
We impress our answers on him, and he perceives them."
We wonder how this reverend teacher of the people would explain the
merliumship of the Jewish prophets. Would he say haiah's "Thus saith the
Lord" came from the prophet's own brain? If not, why not? Of this matter
the reverend gentleman, and many more of the same class, are woefully ignorant-" blind leaders of the blind. " Recently translated to London, it is to
be hoped he will take advantage of the facilities thus afforded him lor farther
investigation.

Ruisdals .Dtscription

of 'Jesus.

" Is it not strange that there should be so much unbelief in regard to Spirit·
communion?"
" The world would not believe a greater than mortal, and how can you
expect them to believe you?"
·
"Docs that one you refer to-Jesus-manifest himself in any way to you
and the other Spirits in your sphere?"
"I have seen him since I l>e1,>an to come here."
"Will you describe his appearance to me?"
"He appears to be like one of ol.'rselves. His form is in every way the
same, hut hri~;hter and purer and lighter. His countenance is shaded with
melancholy, and yet, when looked upon, it expresses happiness. His face is
long, hut very beauttlul. Indeed, a complete man in every respect-one on
whom a painter delights to look."
"Does he communicate his thoughts to you-1 mean, does he convey
instructil.ln to you ? "
"He holds his court, a~ it were, with us. We listen to his teachings. It is
possible lor multitudes of Spiri:s to know what he ~ys -nil within the sphere
that are able to perceive h.m. I WdS long blind to his presence, for I was not
good enough-not in the condition to perceive him."

Resloralion to Bodily Life, f!l.c.
A stranger present asked Ruisdal-" Would you like to return to bodily
life, bad you the power? "
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"We have no desire to come back in the bodily form. When once the
Spirit leaves the body, all desire to return ceases. But sometimes we love to
come back as Spirits, and visit the scenes familiar to us."
"Are you commissioned to act as you are at present doing ? "
"We follow the bent of our own mind. We are doing so in teaching this
Medium."
" Would yon feel delight in visiting the scenes of your Earth-life?"
"We have much grander scenes here. But the grandest Earth·scenes are
so deeply engraven on us that we cah reproduce them at will-in an instant.
The Medium has seen such."

'Jail Sttm's First E:rptrima of Spin't-life.
"A gentleman present wishes to know, Steen, what your experience was on
entering the Spirit World."
.
"Just as if some one had knocked the end out of one of my own beer· barrels,
thrust me in, and then bunged me up. I found myself in utter darkn~ with
nothing perceptible but the smell of beer. So dreadfully loathsome was it that
bad I experienced anything like it on Earth, I would never have taken a drop."
" Were you ever in what is called the Third Sphere?"
"Yes, I was; and it is not a very nice condition to be in. They enjoy
themselves, however, in a kind of way-much the same as they do on Earth.
Were I to go there now it would be to me what ~ou call ' a Hell upon Earth.'
Many in that sphere are eng:1~:ed in concocting plans of pure devilishness."
"And how are you getting on now in Spirit-life?"
"Oh, just a~ on Earth, sometimes up and sometimes down; but always
getting forward-making a little progress."

"Shall wt k11ow mdz otlzn-," &>c.
An inquirer puts the following question: "Suppose the Medium was acquainted with a person twenty years ago, and had not seen him till he appeared
to him in Spirit-life while in trance, would he appear to him in the lorm he
had when he lelt the Earth?"
"That is a question easily answered. If the Medium saw him last as a
child, he would appear as a child; il as a youth he saw him in the body, then
he would appear as a youth. I was not an old man when I left the body; ud
of course, the Medium not having any previous knowledge of my bodily form,
I at once appeared to him as in manhood. But if the :'>tedium knew, say a
child twenty years ago, who had then left the body, be would appear at first
as a child. If they came olten into contact the Spirit would gtadually assume
his real form, and continue to show himself in that form."
Here we observed the Medium's attention directed to something which
evidently surprised him. and with which he seemed much pleased.
"\\'hat is that which is attracting him l'O much?"
"We are giving an illustration of what I have been saying. Steen is letting
him see how quickly a Spirit can assume the various forms lrom childhood to
manhood. He appeared to him, as a child, a youth, and a mao, showing the
same features in all the three."

A Cln-gyman's Quation and its Annvtr.
"Do you get anything to eat in your world?"
"Don't be foolish."

Stun going to tk Coast I
"So you have bad David all day under your influence?"
" Yes, but it is the first time this week. It's not often I get him."
"He is going down to the coast with me to-morrow. "
" Oh, I know that, and I'm going too."
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" Why, what are yqu going to do there?"
"Oh, not ve7 much; I'm just going down for my health."
"Aye, aye- see you are at your jokes again."
"No, no; I'm not joking."

J'an Stem on 01/ur World Maners.
"You said you were away, that you were not here when I spoke about you.
What do you do when you are away?"
"I go direct to our own sphere. I am sometimes sent off by my Master on
other missions unconnected with Earth. We have always something to do."
" Who is it you refer to by the term, Master?"
"He is our Father. He gives the orders, and these are transmitted from
servant down to servant. You remember our Medium's visit to the Moon.
We were on a mission then, otherwise we could not have taken him."
"What is the state of the inhabitants of the other worlds?"
"The inhabitants of the other planets can see Spirits. They can walk and
talk with us. They are ).ust formed like other men on the Earth, only of
finer material. They don t die, but change, not leaving the body, but carrying
it with them."
In reply to various questions, he said-" I believe Christ rose with the same
body in which he was crucified. It would undergo a change when pa.o;sing
from Earth to Heaven. He converses with Spirits as with brethren. No, be
is not looked up to as the Great God : but he is acknowledged as the highest
creature-the highest we can see. It is not by a profession of belief yo:t
get to the higher spheres. Very few of mankind enter into the heavenly
spheres. Infants do-all others must come here."
_
On a subsequent occasion, Steen said-" I think the question was asked
some time ago-' What are your employments in the Spirit world f' I said we
were sometimes sent on missions. I will now give you an account of the first
one I was sent _on. I was summoned to enter the Great Temple. Thousands
were assembled there. A messenger had arrived from the Grand Centre,
bringing with him messages from the Great Spirit to other planets. He
commenced first with the old and tried-those who had been on missions
before. Then I was called up. I said I was not worthy to undertake such a
work. But he said-'I send you as an ambassador to a far off world.' I
started on my course, which took me amid stars and planets innumerable.
Arrived at my de'ltination, I went before the King, who seemed to expect me.
He led me to understand that Evil was about to make war on them, and that
they had called on the Great Spirit for help. The me,sage with which I bad
been entrusted was a promise of help-that the Great Spirit would send them
armies to do battle with the evil ones, the same that had ravaged the Earth."
"Do you mean by that term what are called evil Spirits!"
"The same as those that fight against the guardian Spirits."
" Are these evil ones the Spirits of deceased men?"
"No; they are more like those who come from the better land ; they are
not dark like the evil Sptrits of men. They must, as far as I know, have
been embodie<lat one time. They seem to have a leader, and were going to
take the city by storm. The inhabitants could see their opponents."
" Do the inhabitants of these other worlds know anything about our Bible?"
"No; they have a revelation to themselves."
"Have you a special mission in coming to us-I mean, in connection with
these paintings?"
''No; we are left entirely to our own choice in this matter. We are thereby
showing to man the reality of the Spirit·life, and that the Spirits of the departed
can and do communicate with those in the body."
"Will you describe the planet, or the city, you were &eDt to on your first
mission?"
"l have given the Medium a panoramic view of it, aDd will impresa it in
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such a way on his memory that, when he comes out of trance, he will be able to
recall it. I do not know the name of the planet; but, to us, it is known by the
name of Bmutifu/. The Earth is known in the Spirit World as the Earth only."
" What appearance do the inhabitants of the planet present?"
"lhey are in human form, but pure a-; Spirits."
"In reply to sevc:ral other questions. he said-" The natural scenery is like
that of Earth, but much grander. There are animals; but not exactly like
those of the Earth. The people are ever happy, but are now in terror, because
of the threatened evil."

Ruisdal "Heckled" DQdrtizally.
At one of the sittings, an old lady, a good Spiritualist, but, withal, some·
what orthodox, put a number of questions on points of doctrine. She said her
minister had been preaching on Paradise ar:~d Hades, and made a distinction
between the two; and she would like if Ruisdal would give her information on
the subject.
"Where will he draw the line? When he comes here he will assuredly
come to a different conclusion. Every one here has his paradise. Those that
are really bad, when they leave the body, go into darkness; but, in all, the law
of progress is at work-higher and higher, never lower."
Here Steen interposed to remind us that there was a passage of Scripture
that bore upon the point in question, namely-" Every knee shall bow, and
every tongue confess, to the glory of God the Father."
"On what ground (asked the lady) do Spirits rise or advance in .the Spirit
life: is it by the merits of Cirrist imputed to them?"
" It is only by becoming followers of him as their great exemplar. I have
told you before how it was with me. Though not what mankind would term
a great sinner, I was neglectful ol God, and tailed to worship Him as I should
ha,·e done. Consequently, I found myself in darkness-shut out from all com·
rnunion with my fellow beings. It was not till I began to review my past life,
and saw my sin, that light came in unto me. Then I began to rise higher, and
at len~::th I entered into this happy state, in which I have been for some time.
And I must rise still higher."
"You remember the passage, 'To-day shalt thou be with me in Paradise.'
What does the Sa,·iour refer to?"
•• He meant by Paradise the place we are now in."
"Is there any truth in what is called the Fall of Man?"
"When man first came fr'lm the Great Spirit, he came pure and unstained
as the child who is born into the world now ; but, becoming vain and proud,
he fell away from purity. We do not hear anything about father Adam here."
"Are the inhabitants of the other planets as intelligent as those of Earth ? "
"The inhabitants of the planets I have vi~ited are much more intelligent
than those of Earth. They know all about the planetary systems; their relation
to other systems; the interior of our sphere, and the heavenly spheres."
" Do they paint in these planets ! •·
"Yes; the walls of their palaces are beautifully painted; and their architec·
tural designs are far in advance of lours."
"Have you any means of observin~ the advance of the human race?"
"I perceive a good d.:al through the Medium. A great advance in science
and art, I should think, has been made ; but in morality I do not think there
is much improvement."
"Do Spirits create their own surroundings in the Spirit World?"
"We no more create our own surroundings than you do yours. The Great
Spirit is the only Creator."
"Have you the same love for the wildly-grand in nature that characterised
you when in the body? ·•
•· I have.'' He then gave a vivid picture, in words, of the awfully grand
and wild tcenery to be witrressed in the Summer-land; but the utterauce of the
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Medium on this occasion was so unusually rapid that I could not take the
wurds down.

J'an Stmz on the R«ot•er,_v of" /he ust."

(By a Visitor)-" Is Jesus Christ acknowledged as the Saviour in the Spirit
World?"
''He is as much the Savhur here a~ on Earth."
"I:; there a possibility of the lost bein::t saved in Spirit-life?"
''Yes; and there are many being raised from the lnwest depths of darkness.
I S!Jeak from experience. There are always some bright ones on the watch to
rescue Spirits from d.ukne<;s. I was in that darkness. Spirits so situated
cannot see the bri~ht and holy ones around them, although they are able to see
the dark Spirits. It was the Spirit of my wife that souf.crht out me-not my
first wife-no; she was in as deep darkness as I was mysel . It was my second
wife that led me upward."

Evtrylhing Recordtd-/he Unrolling

of /he Scroll

In reply to a question regarding the Mediumship of Lottie Fowler, who,
when in trance, is able to portray (as she has done in a numher of well·
authenticated cases) the past events in an individual's iife, Jan Steen said" Oh, it's an easy matter to explain that. Had I gone to college, and been
bred a doctor, I might now have been able to enter into particulars, and to
show y<•u, quite scientifically, how the thing can be done; hut as I did not go
to college, I will just do the hest I can to explain it in my own way. Well,
then, let us suppose ifor the time being only) that I am a very great and learned
professor-an anatomist, in short-and I want to deliver a lec:ure to my
students on the skull and all that it contains (and that's not much in sume
cases). I get a man's head. I place it on the tahle before me. I cut away
the top parr, and take out the brain. I then very learnedly, no doubt. explain
it all to my own satisfaction, ~ond that of the group of gaping. woncler·struck
scholars around. Here is a bit that has been dama;;,.d so~ehow; there is a
depression; here, again, is a spot that appears rather high; and so on. But
it is very likely, in my character of professor, I would fail to discover the most
important thing connected with the brain of the living man-that is, its use.
On these folds or layers of which it is constructed, every act that has taken
place from the cradle to the grave has been indelibly printed. The memory
of all may have fled; but everything is inscribed on the spiritual counterpart of
these layers, never to be effaced. Your very thoughts, unexpressed in words,
will be found there too. So, from all this, you 'See, with a proper Medium,
we can, without any difficul:y, read this many·leaved hook, on which is
inscribed a whole life's history, back even to childhood. All is there, nothing
omitted, though the individual may have no recollection of the facts recorded.
The fact is, it is just a big panoramic picture, that may be stretched out-a
belt to engirdle the Earth. All that the eye, the ear, and the other senses take
in, are there depicted."
"Will it be opened up to us when we pass away?"
"Aye, that it will! Every thought, every word, every act-good or badwill be opened to in•pection. Why, what is punishment? What is that thick
wall, which even the light of the Great Spirit fails to penetrate? It is the in·
crustation of those dark thou~:hts, those evil deeds and words of the unhappy
Spirit. Alas I poor fellow, he is closely imprisoned ! Ah ! did not I suffer
for my folly I Well, it's all over now! Take you care-set a watch on your·
selves ; lor, be :tssured, you will never be able to forget anything, even though
it be repented of : all is recorded in imperishable characters on a scroll which
you cannot leave behind you-your good and your evil deeds are there
mscribed for ever.-There, now, I think I must apply for a professorship."

.Do Spirits Sltep !-Dreams, &-c.
" Do Spirits sleep as mortals do-that is, lose consciousness?"
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" Well, we certainly give our senses a rest- you may call it sleep if you
choose-but we are as much awake as I am now, only not active. Your
Spirit, when your body is at rest in sleep, is quite active. You awa'<e durin~
the night with what you consider a vivid impression of a dream. but you sleep
again, and all di!iappears on again waking up: that was no dream-it was
something carried back from Spirit·life. Then you have what is called nightmare ; that is caused by a stoppage of the circulation in some part of the body.
There is yet anotht:r state, from which you are aroused with a feeling or inextricable and absurd confusion of places, persons, and things. That arises
from disorder in the stomach. which, by the nervous system, is closely connected with the brain ; so that when there is disorder in the stomach, you have
what is called dreams. But those vivid impressions which I have said pass
away, are visions of the Spirit•

.Ruisdal's Visit to

.Rom~.

"It has been a question with your biographers whf'ther you ever visited
Rome, and that because or an engraving. entitled 'The Environs of Rome,
after Ruisdal.' One biographer throws great doubt on it."
" As a physician I did viSit Rome ; that was when I was a youth af se'fell·
teen or eighteen."
" Did you paint such a picture ? ''
"I did.''
"Do you know of any fuller memoir than the one I have read-I should
like much to peruse it ? "
" I did not know of any such thing until I came here."
" We have some or your pictures in this book ( • An Treasures')."
"Yes; I see. My pictures are scattered over the ~lobe."
" Was it your love of art that took you to Rome ? '
" Like many other young men, I washed to see a bit of the world. I was
but a short time in the Eternal City-only a few days. At that time it would
not have been safe for one of my persuasion to make a long stay."

The Doarine of Purgatory.
"You have come to know the truth of a doctrine-much corrupted by the
Roman Catholics, but denied altogether by Protestants-I mean the doctrine
of Purgatory, or the Intermediate State?"
"How can I doubt it, when I feel it?''
"I have no doubt about it myself-not from your communications, but from
Reason and Scripture."
"It was not the Church of Rome that originated the doctrine; it bad an
earlier origin.,.
Sl~m

Tdling

liz~

Hour.

" Well, Steen, bow did you like the discussion?"
" I liked it fine."
"Just as usual, I see; taking us off a little. Do you think you could tell
me the hour by looking at the Medium's watch?''
"It's about eight o'clock."
" You don't mean to say that that is the time. Ask the Medium to take
out his watch and look."
The Medium did so, and looked at it. I observed that the hands on the
dial indicated ten minutes to eight. The Medium seemed surprised, and shaking
it, held it up to his ear. It was standing at the hour when he bad rolled it up,
as be afterwards told me.
"Will you. Steen, please tell me the hour by my watch. You can ask the
Medium to take it from me."
This was done, and without looking at it, he held the watch towards Steea,
who said-" It is twenty minutes past ten." This was the right time.
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Ruistlal's Bdrotkd.
In answer to several questions, the female Spirit in attendance at the early
painting sittings (who, according to Ruisdal, was betrothed to him on Earth)
said-" I was a little over twenty when I left your world. My name was
Margaretta Durer. I was born in Holland, but my parents came from the
German States. I lived when on Earth in Haarlem. My father was a car·
penter. Many of the same family were painters. My brother, who died
young, was a .P.ainter."
" Is he bes1de you now?"
"No; I have not seen him. He is far away-far into glory."
" How do you know that?"
"The bright and holy ones, that Jacob has told thee of, who come to teach
us, we know it from them."

Stem and !tis Crony, 'Jan Lin,ms.
" Were you acquainted, Steen, with Hobbema's paintings?"
"No!'
"'You would know Rembrandt, Poussin, and others?"
"I knew Vinten. Many a spree I had with Vinten !"
"None of us know of such a painter. What did he paint?"
"Sea· pieces."
"Please pronounce his name again."
"Vin-tun.''
"Very well, Steen; we must look after him. Were you ever in Rome?"
" I could never manage to get so far from home. Had I got there, it is
likely I would have been clapped in the Inquisition; for the tongue of a chap
that gets on the spree, is aye foose."
In answer to a question about "Vinten," Ruisdal, on a subsequent evening,
said-" I have beard of the man. He was of Steen's own stamp. . • • .
They went too far in that which destroyed some of their best faculties. Had
Steen kept from the beer, as he calls it, there never would have been another
such painter on Earth."
" Did you know Phillips, Steen?"
uNo.'
" What school of painting did you adhere to?"
•· No sch:>ol in particular. It would have beat a Jew to tell what school I
belonged to."
" Did you know Heist?"
" I knew some families of that name. But my brains were aye so muddled
that I forget many of the painters in my day. They were all of them very
good at taking a rive ol puir Steen.,,.
" How is it, Ruisdal, that we can't find the name Vinlm or Vin~t, given
us by Steen, in the Dictionary of Painters?"
"No wonder. When Steen gave the name, he gave it as he used to doonly the half. It is Lievens-Jan Lievens. He studied under Rembrandt."
On consulting the dictionary, we found the name sometimes spelled Lyvyns.
It is there stated that he was born in 16o7.
"How is this, Steen; Ruisdal says your friend studied under Rembrandt,
who was born in 16o6: if Lievens was born in 16o7, the pupil would be about
as old as the master ? "
"It is not true. He was born about 1616."
" Which do you consider the best of his paintings I"
"The best one, in my estimation, was that one in which Lievens and I are
introduced in the act ol eating half·cooked fowls."
"Do you remember the names ol any of his pictures?"
• A Scotch ~xpreSiion for taking adnntage of tbe generooity of any one-preying upon
him when opportunity oll'eu.
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"It's a long time since. I am not sure."
"Do you remember the portrait of Jacob Gouters!"
" I painted that myself.·
" Do you mind of any others ? "
" He painted the Crucifixion."
On a subsequent occasion, we refened to the statement Steen had made
about Lievens' painting of the eating of the fowls. We asked-" Was it a real
painting, Steen-not a mere figure of speech?"
" It was a real picture. It was the best likeness that was ever given of me.
Would you like me to tell the story?"
"Oh, yes; let us have it, by all means."
11 Well, you see, Lievens and I had been, as usual, one night engaged
drinking and fiddling-I on the top of a barrel, and he below. At last we
parted, and I took my way home. When I entered my own house, I left the
door unbarred, and jumped into bed. I wasn't long in bed, when Lievens
came in, bringing with him two fowls he had picked up somewhere. I fot up,
and took upon myself the character of cook, and a bonny job I made o it. I
rousei up my eldest son, and sent him out for beer and tobacco wherever he
could get them without money, for we had not a copper. By the time he came
back, and it was a long time too, Lievens and I had eaten up the fowls, leaving
nothing but the four black claws. That's the story of the picture-the best
be ever painted, I think."

Ruisda/ on 1/u Ideal and Natural.
(By a Visitor)-" Did you follow nature in the production of the beautitul,
or something behind nature?"
•' I followed nature in every point-never varying in a single instance. To
produce tht: beautiful, I imitated nature as far as it was possible for a poor
mortal to do so; for what can be grander than the works of the Great Creator?
Wherever you see a painter following after nature, set him down as a true
artist."

Tlu Figures i11 Ruisdal's Paintings, &-c.
"Do you remember a painter named Phillips, who, it is said, helped you to
put in figures in your paintings?"
" He never assisted me in any such thing. Generally I put no figures in my
pictures. When I did so, I tried to do the best myself. But there were so)lle
of my friends who introdu~ed figures in my pictures against my will. Of
course, they did it, thinking it an improvement. My great and leading idea in
painting is solitude. But they were not pleased with m1 views as an artist."
"Were you acquainted with a painter named Heist?
11 I have heard the name.
Many painters of one kind and another lived in
my day, but they always held aloof from me. They thought I was an eccentric
character."

Tht Blacll Bull-How Sl«n and Liroms paid 1/u Rtdeomitg.
Mr. John M'Kay, one of the sitters, in the course of some remarks.
mentioned that he had that day been painting a black bull on a signboard.
when Steen spoke as follows:-" Ah, well, but I daresay it would hardly be
got up in the same way as one I helped to paint. Would you like me to give
you the story?"
11 Oh, yes; by all means.''
11 Well, then, Lievens and I had been on a spree fora while; and, to refresh
ourselves, we strolled out to the country. A fine w.1lk we had; but, coming to
a humble roadside inn, we both felt inclined to patronise it, and went in, the
good landlady taking us for gentlemen-and so we were; but, after sitting a
long time over our glasses, we made the discovery that we were gentlemen
without a penny in our pockets. I thought Lievens had a few coppers left,
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and he cherished the same notion in re6U'l to me. I saw no way of getting
fairly out of the difficulty. But Lievens was equal to the occasion. He asked
the bill to be sent in. It was not very big, but it was too big for us. • Jan,'
says he to me, • do you see anything above the door in the shape of a sign·
board?' 'No,' said I, 'but what has that to do with the bill?' • Oh,
just you wait and see,' and he called in the landlady. Now, Lieveqs had a
fine ftow of language, and could enact the gentleman nicely. Accordingly,
when the good woman appeared, Lievens, twirling his moustache, compli·
mented her on the excellent accommodation we had received; but, being
artists, expressed his surprise that she should be without a pictorial signboard
·-'something, you know, to attract attention to your very nice easy inn, such
as a black bull I ' The landlady curtseyed, and said nothing would please her
more than to have a bull painted. ' Ah, well, my good woman, my friend
and I are only out for a ramble in the country, and have plenty of time to get it
done for you.' She went out highly gratified by our gracious condescension
to paint the black buB, and she carried the hill away with her. WeB, this you
may be sure was a relief to us, and we continued at our cups. At length, after
furnishing us with a board and some colours, we managed to produce the poor
old lady's black bull, and she paid for it-we had a fortnight's treat, free, in our
country inn."

Oils, Colours, Varnishes,

~.

"A gentleman-a teacher of drawing and painting-wishes to know the
method you, Ruisdal, adopted of mixing your colours-that is, the oil used
by the Dutch artists of your day. There appears to be some doubt as to what
it really was-in fact, a secret, that has yet to be discovered. Do you under·
stand what I mean?"
"I do perfectly. Every painter in my day had his own way of preparing
his stuff. I had mine. The oil I used was lintseed, and I prepared it myself.
I kept it exposed to the sun for months, using lime fr~>m the shell for the
purvose of cleansing it from impurities; and when I was preparing my colours,
I was very particular how I used the oil, in not moistening too much when
grinding. Before using it for painting purposes, I often gave it a simmer
over the fire. If it was possible for my Medium to work my own colours,
I would make them as good as the original. I often used the spirit-of-wood
-what you call turpentine. I extracted it myself, because I was unable,
frequently, to get it otherwise. After my oil had stood in the sun for months,
I put it into a small woollen bag, hung it up over a vessel, and allowed it to
filter through. By this means I had it pure; and that, along with a little
turpentine, I used as varnish."
" Was that the only kind of varnish you used?"
"No; I collected gum from the cherry and other fruit trees, and from that
I extracted a varnish. We poor artists were often compelled to resort to many
things out of the ordinary way."
" Did you use a mixture of that varnish and the oil ? "
_"I did occasionally, but very seldom. My great study in my paintings was
to keep them from getting hard and cracked by the extremes of heat and cold."
"Is there anything, Steen, you might add to Ruisdal's directions about the
preparation of oil ? "
" I was whiles glad to get the oil without any preparation; but in my better
days I used to squeeze the lintseed myself: by domg so I was sure to get it
pure. My mode of preparation was much the same as Ruisdal's; but he was
far more particular than I was. I did nothing to it so long as I could get some
one to do it for me."
"That was a very convenient way, at all events."
"You wouldn't like to grind away for a whole morning at a stone, and your
bead cracking, as mine often did."
" What was the cause of that?"

Digitized by

Coogle

HAFED PRINCE OF PERSIA.

"It was the beer."
•' But you yourself caused the headache by drinking the beer."
"No, no. It couldn't be the drinker: it was the drink."

Portrait of Rui'sdal as he appears /o 1/ze Mtdium.
In the spring of 1867, the Medium painted, under direction of Steen, a full·
length portrait of Rui!'dal, who is represented passing judgment on a picture
be is holding in his hanqs. The background is formed by ''The Waterf.tll" to
the right, and a lake scene to the left. This was the first attempt of the
Medium in figure· painting. The question was put-' • Does the portrait repre·
sent you as you looked just before you left the F.arth?"
"Well, I cannot say whether it is like me when I left, as I do not know
what sort of expression I had. It is very like what I appear to him at present."
"You appear richly dressed. Were you so attireJ when on Eanh ? "
"Yes; I always endeavoured, though in poverty, to keep up a good appear·
ance before the world . It is Steen who is taking the portrait; I superintend,
and do the surroundings."
Subsequently the question was put-" Well, Ruisdal, what do you think of
this portrait of yourself!"
"It is a pretty fair portrait in the circumstances. Steen has done me more
justice in this one than !Ome others to whom I sat. They made me too sour
and melancholy. I was often very sad while in your sphere; but I certainly
had mr, happy moments as well. That happiness chiefly arose out of my love
of art.'
·

Of Persons Dying in Idiolcy and Madn~s.
" In the case of persons dying in idiotcy, in what condition is the ~pirit?"
"The man enters into the Spirit World happier than thou, having sinned
neither against God nor man. He enters here an intelligent being, and stand·
ing in the same relation towards God as the new-born infant."
"Suppose a madman dies, does the madness continue to any extent in
Spirit-life?"
"No; how can it? It is simply a derangement of the physical organs.
But if the madness be the result of the man's own folly, the sin will then come
doubly upon him. He is, however, liable only for the sins committed in lhe
state of reason."

'7an Stun on llze Cltrgy.
"Did you hear the readiug of the address of Mr. Slater's Spirit friends, aDd
the poetry ? "
" Oh 'fe!l ; it's all true."
"It htts hard at the clergy. Were you fond of that class?"
"Awfully I They were not very fond of me. They helped, some of them,
to empty my barrels for all that."

Ruisda/ and Slun Interviewttl.
In reply to a question by Mr. B., a well-known artist in Glasgow, in refereoce
to a ficture of the "Jewish Cemetery at Amsterdam," Ruisdal said" painted the Cemetery, with a church ; stream running at bottom ; sky
overcast, such as if a shower had fallen. Is that the one you refer to ? "
"I think so."
Mr. B. then asked him if he painted a picture, now in the Louwe at Paris,
the "Coup de Soleil"
" Do you mean the thicket, with the sandy pathway-the sunbeam striking
the centre of the picture ? "
" Yes. Will you mention the colours you used in that picture ? "
Here the Medium appeared in doubt, and looking up, he appeared to be
directed to the cloeed boa oC paints on the table. Looking down on the boa,
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he said-" I used amber, ochre, indiJo, red, black, pink, and white. These
are most of the colours that are on it.
" l>id you experience difficulty in using bitumen, from its cracking on the
canvas?"
" Is it that pitchy colour you mean? ''
" Yes, that is what I mean."
1 • I made it myself, and bad no difficulty."
Mr. B. then questioned Jan Steen about his method of doing the painting
of "The Parrot." " How many sketche.~ did you make!"
" I very seldom made any sketches. The idea would strike me, and away
I went to work with my chalk. I was not particular ; it's not the first time
I've gone to the floor with my sketches. I have even done them on the walls,
and sometimes on paper. How often I sketched that picture I could not say.
Fresh ideas are always coming up, and it was nothing for me to put in two or
three figures more than I intended at first. If it struck me there was some·
thing a wanting, I got it filled up in some way."
Mr. B.-" How did you get on for characters?"
" I had always enough in my wives and family-even including my ain auld
faither."•
Mr. B.-" Did you know anything of the practice of the day-of Rem·
brandt, for instance?"
" Rembmndt was first-class, but whiles he fell into fearful mistakes-such
as putting in a big boy for a little infant."
"Did you, Ruisdal, etch any of Rembr.mdt's works.''
" I never copied other men's wurks. "
"Then your name must have been forged to some said to have been done by
you."
1 • AU masters have had their names forged.
I never ~uld settle to copy
other men's pictures."

Seeing in tk Crystal.
"Do yon perceive the piece of crystal [egg·sbape] the Medium bas in his
hand?"
"Yes ; being pure and bright, it has often been used as an emblem of
purity. It is a good illustration of Spirit. Everything with us is as pure
as crystal : Spirit can see through Spirit."
The Medium was observed to look curiously at the crystal, and appeared to
see something in it.
"Steen has been showing him a few things there. First of al~ he saw the
inside of a cathedral, at the far end of which he beheld an altar, and before
the altar stood a bridal party. The buildin~ had a peculiar appearance. I
have never seen it. I han·e seen something hke it, but not in the same style of
architecture. There was a large book laid on the altar, bot not the Holy
Book ; it seemed to be a Prayer Bouk. The lady wore a long flowing robea veil covering the whole of her person down to the floor. She was light in
complexion. Beside her stood a tall gentleman, with black hair and mou~·
taches. There were a number of others. The priest, or minister, was tall
and stout, and wore a white gown. The next thing the Medium saw in the
crystal was an infant Spirit ft~ thro~h space. Afterwards he perceived a
host of beings in Spirit-form, wtth blazing stars in their hands, while another
.
shone gloriously on their foreheads."
"Was the infant Spirit known to any one here?"
.
" The Medium thought it was connected with himself ; but Steen was so
quick in his operation that he failed to recognise it. It was a female Spirit.
Steen knows a little of these things. It is only Mediums that see anything in
these crystals."
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" Well, Steen, can you tell us anything about this?"
" I know something about it. When I was on Earth two or three of us
agreed to go to a • body ' they called a wizard.
He showed us some strange
things. Meing a Medium, as you call it, I sometimes saw more than I wanted
to see. A Medium can see such things by means of anythin~; clear, such as a
drop of water ; but a crystal is handy. There is no picture 10 the crystal ; it
is put on the brain of the Medium, and he or she sees It reflected on the glass..
This is done by Spirit-power. A Spirit in rapport with a Medium can call up
anything he wishes to show him. "
In reply to questions, he said-" I showed him Spirit as Spirit, which be
never saw before. It was a company of men and women marching in procession, wearing white robes. He became, for the time being, Spirit himself: he
could see through them, and could perceive their thoughts. We do not
appear to him here in our Spirit-forms. We assume a form like that of our
Earthly body. There was nothing particular about the infant Spirit floating
in the Heavens. As to the marriage service, I will not tell you who the
persons were ; but the Medium recognised them. They will remember when
It comes to pass. We do not foretell."

Diorami( Piilurts of Spirit Land.
In the autumn ol r867 we received intimation that the Spirits would endeavour to give us a series of pictures in six sections, illustrative of the Spirit
World. The first was begun on 29th Nov., and occupied the attention of the
Medium for a number of nights, but it was ultimately abandoned by his guides,
on the plea that the subjects of the picture appeared inadequate to con ..ey to
us, in our present c9ndition, a proper idea of the spiritual realities they meant
to pourtray. To various questions, put during the progress of the picture,
Ruisdal and Steen replied as follows :" The Medium was not in the ordinary state of trance to-night. This is the
scene in our world that we promised you. He saw it himself, and sketched it
as he saw it. He saw it as we see it ; he stood at that point where the trees
are. The scene is a representation of what is; and is as much a reality as
anything in your world. The ::ipirits in our condition see these works of the
Great Creator as we see them ; that is, they are seen by us in the same way as
you on Earth see your scenery. You know that everyone does not appreciate
the grandeur of Nature alike. Spirits lower in development would see the
same scenery, but they would fail to appreciate or enjoy It as I do."
"You have spoken of the Spirit World as a land. How are the Spirits of
different developments separated-is it by territorial division, as France, Belgium, Holland, &c. ?''
" Something like that. You can best understand it by that illustration. We
find great difficulty in getting you to understand these things."
" What is that at the back of the hill in the middle distance?"
"That is the source of our light. In it there is the representation of a cross,
from which emanate those rays that illumine our world. It is perpetual day
with us. There is no night. This sheet of water is the source of a river.
We intend following its course down to the Sea of Space. The pictures will
form a panoramic view-the continuation of the scenery towards the right."
"I observe houses, or buildings, to the right-will you give me some information about these?"
" These are some of the mansions spoken of in the Scriptures. The houses
are Spiritual, and every Spirit builds his own house."
"Does each one erect his house in accordance with his ideas of the beautiful?"
•• No, no ; a.-; the Spirit is morally, so is his house."
"Have your cities names?"
"They are not known by names. Every one has his Jerusalem."
" What i6 that pure light in the background of the picture?"
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" It is a fixed light, unlike yoW'S. It proceeds from him who is the True
Light The cross will appear in the centre, whence comes the light."
" What building is that with the dome, on the right hand comer of the
painting?"
"That is the Hall of Knowledge; it is used for the study of all things con·
nected with the Great Spirit.''
_" Is it built with material such as we use?"
"No, but with such as we have. There are many things to explain; and
you will get an explanation at the completion of each picture."

.Ruistial on Homt Affairs.
" How long did you take to paint the original of this picture?" (Referring
to The PQO/, which the Medium was painting in trance, now in the possession
of Mr. James Bowman, Glasgow.)
" I was a year or two at it, but I was engaged on other pictures at the same
time. The figures were put into the picture by my brother, Arthur."
" I never knew that you had any other brother than Solomon. Can you
give me the names of the family?"
"Solomon, Jacob, Albert, Arthur, and Amelia."
In reply to other questions, he said-" My father was a picture-frame maker.
The frames were made of oak, stained, and gilded. He was considered a
decent tradesman-a burgomaster. A burgomaster was one who employed a
number of men, and became a leader of the trade-very much like your
deacons."

ryan Stem gives a Test of Identity.

At the New Year holiday season of 1868, in company with a friend, I ~ited
the Hunterian Museum, open to the public of Glasgow on such occasions.
The number of pictures in the museum are few, but many of them are works
of eminent masters. While engaged looking at these, we came upon a picture
labelled thus-" A Boy showing his Drawing-book. By Jan Steen.' The
room being somewhat dark, and the picture hung very high, we had some
difli.:ulty in getting at the details. But so far, we saw that it consisted of a
group of four children round a table. One of the boys holds in his outstretched
hands an open book, with the back towards his breast, apparently containing
specimens of his handiwork, which he is exhibiting to his young companions.
Knowing that the Medium was entirely ignorant of the existence of the picture,
we resolved to make it the subject of a test of Steen's identity. Accordingly,
at the first sitting thereafter, the following conversation with Jan Steen took
place:"Well, Steen, I have just seen a picture, labelled as yours, in one of our
public museums; and although we have the most perfect confidence as to your
tdentity, the circum5tance affords so nice an opportunity of getting a test for
the weak believer in Spirit Communion, that I hope you will not be displeased. •
Could you give me a description of the picture were I to give you one chief
feature of it?''
"Oh, I am not wanting anything particular about it : just give me the
merest spot in any of my pictures-the position of a table, a chair, a table-cover
-anything you like, and if able I will give you a description of them."
"Thank you, Steen; I was intending to mention a prominent feature; but
now I will give this: - A picture-book opened."
"Ah, I know what it is : It is mine;-' A Boy showing his Drawing·
book.' Well, to begin-there are five figures in the picture, if I rememberbut I will not swear to that. At any rate, there are not less than four. The
boy exhibiting, wears a cape, as you call it, and has a slouch hat on his head.
He has the book standing on edge on the table before him. In the foreground
• Ruiedal and Steen hne inYariably tltpreuecl their cliaincllnation to give ttatL
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there Ia another boy, haYing a red dress, leaning on the table, lookin2 at the
book; while at the other side are two 6gur~ne of them a girl, 1 think.
But I am strongly impressed that there is a fifth tbroWD into the shade, somewhere behind the boy with the slouch hat."
"We could not make out more than four figures; aod we failed to discover
the subjects in the drawing-book. Your description otherwise is correct."
"There is a female figure in the drawing-book."
''Well, Steen, do you remember where the light comes io on the ~up?"
" Oh, yes ; it comes in from the left-wait now- just wait a little till I
tbinlt. No-I was wron~t; it is neither from right nor left, but between the
two, coming somewhat down on the table from a window behind the group.Did you DOt see a table-cover "f'
" Yes, indeed ; my friend called my attention to it, as being well done, or
something of that kind."
"You should have noticed that a comer of the table-cover is turned up.
There is also, I think, an old door with panelling thrown into the shade."
"We did not observe these, Steen; but I will take time to-morrow, aod inspect the picture in a better light. There are a good many fine old pictures in
the museum, from the old masters, as we call them ; and this one of yours is
labelled, 'Boy Showing his Drawing-book. By Jan Steen.' You are in very
good com,pany, for I saw some by Rembrandt, Rubens, Guido, Salvator
Rosa, &c.
" Oh, I liked always to be in good company. But I must be off."
On the day following, along with Mr. Henry Murray and Mr. Nelmes,
I visited the museum, and gaining an elevation, I managed to get a closer view
of the picture. As described in the trance, I found the fifth figure in the shade
behind the boy showing the book. I could not perceive in the picture, darkened as it is by Time's tints for two hundred years, any appearance of a
door and panelling ; but we noticed that the light came in from the leftstriking in between two of the figures at the table. We also saw, what we
had failed to observe on our first visit-that the boy had on a slouch hat and a
cape, that a comer of the table-cover was turned up, forming one of the finest
effects in the picture, and that the figure of a female was delineated on the
book. At a subsequent sitting, Jan Steen said that he was thirty years old
when he painted thejicture.
This we considere an excellent proof that the Spirit was none other than
Jan Steen the famous Dutch painter. But, strange to say, it did not at the
time satisfy a much-respected triend, the late J. W. Jackson, well-known by
his brilliant contributions to the pages of Human Natun. Mr. J. was then an
earnest and enlightened investigator into Spiritualism, and at a sitting with the
Medium shortly after we had received the test, I gave him an account of it,
and asked him how it was possible lor us to explain it on any other theory than
that of Spirit communication?
"Oh, very easily, my dear sir. It amounts to this: The Medium was in
tmnce, and clairvoyant. You stated to him where you had seen the picture. In
a moment, he was there in spirit; saw the picture much better than you were able
to see it (he being in an ecstatic condition), and at once gave you the full details.
It was a Spirit's communication, but it was the Spirit of the Medium.''
" But," said I, "how am I to get quit of this difficulty: There are thousands
of Mediums at the present day, in America, on the Continent, and in this
country,-rich and poor, learned and unlearned,-and we find them all, in
various languages, and without the possibility of collusion, proclaiming innri·
ably, that they are but the Mediums of departed Spirits who were at one time
dwellers on the Ellrth. It cannot be a conspiracy on the part of these thou·
sands of Mediums to deceive their fellows by the most atrocious fab;chood. If
it is not what it universally professe~ to be, what can it be?"
" I admit at once, that that is a question I cannot answer," was the candid
rejoinder of Mr. Jackson. This was early io 1868. Farther investigation
subsequently, in London, where he had many opportunities of wimessing the
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phenomena, led our friend, it is believed, to adopt views more in accordance
with the facts.

A Ttsi-Ruisdal's Pidure in the Edinburgh Nalio1zal Gallery.
Early in 1868, I found an engraving, in a catalogue of the Edinburgh
National Gallery, of a landscape by Ruisdal, which I resolved to make the
subject of a few test questions at the next sitting, February 14th. The engrav·
ing was studiously kept out of the reach of the Medium. At the sitting the
•
following conversation took place:"Could you, Ruisdal, remember a picture painted by you, if I give its
dimensions, and one or two of its features?"
"I am not sure; it is not so easy to do that in landscape as it is in a figure
painting."
" The picture is a large one, measuring six feet by four feet, and occupies a
prominent place in our National Gallery at Edinburgh. There is a river running
through the centre, a church snire in the background, and trees to the left
•
in foreground."
" It it is the picture in my memory, there is a bridge across the river in the
distance, on which there are figures; there are two old trees prominent in left
band comer- oak and beech, I think. In the front, down towards the river
are some figures-a man on horse-back, cattle, and two or three figurE's. The
right bank of the river is elevated, and of a sandy colour. The sky is heavy
towards the right."
"Thank you, Ruisdal; your description is correct in every point. Of course,
some other artist must have put in these figures?"
"Yes; some one who thought it an improvement on the picture, after passing out of my hands."

Ruisda/ "interviewed" by

J.

W.

7 ackson.

At the same sitting (14th Feb., 1868)-Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Jackson being
presen•, after the conversation about the painting in the Edinburgh gallery,
Mr. Jackson put a few questions to, and received answers from, Ruisda~ as
follows:" What is your principal occupation and employment in Spirit ·life? ••
"This question has been answered already. But as you are a stranger I
will tell you. We are employed in teaching those who are lower than ourselves to rise. I am so employed here. I can, however, while so engaged,
hold communion with higher intelligences."
"Have you ever come in contact with the Spirits of those who have lived on
the Earth in far distant times? "
"Yes; I have met with many who have lived on Earth in an age farther
back than history records."
"Were they higher or lower intellectually than the present generation of
mankind?"
"Some of them were more or less advanced; but so far as I can perceive
through the Medium, your age is farther advanced intellectually than any previous generation."
" But has not their existence in the other world allowed them to progress?"
" Yes ; they rise higher and higher, and leave here day after day."
" Are there any that sink after entering the Spirit World?"
"Yes; there are some entering here who follow the bent of their inclinations,
and sink deep into that darkness which they love; and notwithstanding the
holy and elevating inlluences brought to bear on them by good and bright
Spirits, they continue their dark and devious courses. I believe, however, in
my inmost heart, that the time will come, in the far distant future,-it may be
ages on age~-when they will be drawn to a better life by the inlluences of the
All-wise and All-loving Father-the Great and Good Spirit."
" Have you any personal manifestation of God?"
2P
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"I have convened with a messenger who came from God; and we have
seen the Second in the universe. We have recognised him. His brightness
is such that we veil our faces in his presence-not in fear, but from a feeling
of awe. The time will come when we shall be with him."

.Ruisda/'s Wain-fall by Moonligld-A Ttst.
In the spring of 1868, I observed in an old-book shop an old engraving of a
Waterfall by Ruisdal, which I purchased, purposing to tum it to account as a
subject for test questions. Care was taken that the Medium should know
nothing about the engraving. Having got it re-framed, it was brought into
the room when the Medium was in trance, and the following conversation
ensued:" I have picked up an engraving of one of your Waterfalls, and I am hopeful
that you will give us some information about it, such as you gave us a short
time ago concerning the picture in the Edinburgh Gallery. I have the engraving in my hands with its back towards the Medium. I will just give one feature
of the picture: a raft of round Io~:s to the left in the foreground."
"From the bit given, it must be one of my Waterfalls by Moonlight. If it
is the one in my mind at present, it is not one waterfall, but three; there is an
ecclesia.<tical building on the brow of the rocky hill in the background; at the
foot of the hill there is a fold for cattle; there are two or three figures in the
middle distance, and to the left of the stream are two trees; on the right there
are a number of trees."
" You have given a very correct description of the picture. What was the
size of it f ''
" It was four metres by three."
"Do you perceive the engraving in"my hands?"
"No ; you must allow the Medium to touch it before I can see it."
The framed engraving wa~ then given to the Medium, who, without looking
at it himself, held it up for the impection of the Spirit-the back of the picture
facing the Mt:dium. After holding it up for a short time, be turned it round,
and looked at it attentively. It was subsequently stated. by Steen, that this
was one of Ruisdal's best Waterfalls, and that he had seen the painting while
be was in the body.

A Ttsl Question

011

a Picture by Steen.

A picture-dealer in town wrote a description of n painting by Jan Steen, and
enclosed it in an envelope: giving only one feature of the picture--" .A !Joy
lwldittg kis luad wtuxm kil knn.ts''-and asking that the other points in it
should be de~cribed. The Spirit through the Medium proceeded to give
descriptions of seven paintings as follows:1. "Here is one : Our house in an uproar. I don't think, however, that
the boy is the principal feature in the picture. The goodwife sitting at the
fireside; I am seated with a glass in my hand; and_the cat running away with
a piece of bacon."
2. "St. Bernard's Day is another. Children getting presents from the good
saint. A boy leaning against the mantel-piece, with hiS head resting on his
hand."
3· "Here is another. Myself and wife getting drowsy. A number of
children; one of them picking his mother's pocket, another holding a glass,
and two or three fi~hting. Their mother is dres..~d in scarlet jacket with
crimson border-a s1lk petticoat; dog running away with a pie; the cat
break in~ a vase; a monkey playing with a clock; and boy's head broken with
a plate.
4- " Then there's the Seven Ages-my best picture. Children in foreground
playing with a cat; a young female and her sweetheart; old man and a parrot;
sen·ant cooking; party drinking; picture of a gibbet-meaning that induiceoce
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in drink tends to that end. Curtain (the main feature of the picture) drops on
the scene."
S· " It strikes me there is a figure, such as you describe, in a picture• musicians playing rough music.'"
6. " I remember another one-A mother giving her boy a thrashing, and
sending him off to school."
7· " A boy sitting twisted, with his head not exactly between his bands, but
leaning to one side. I, myself, and my two wives are there, as also my
brother and sister. There is a dog and cat; and I am not sure, but I think
there is a parrot. My sister is seeking for a glass in a cupboard. The doctor
is entering; he is in antique dress, a cocked hat with cock's feather-called a
quack doctor in our days. I think there are four figures besides-a youn11
woman, a middle-aged one, and two men, one with a tobacco-pipe in his hat.
"None of these, Steen (we are told}, agree with the description."
" I must get more time to remember. It surely cannot be a principal pic·
lure. But I will try to find it out."

Alkmpllo Sptak Guman-Balaam.
" Did you, Steen, at our last meeting, get the Medium to reply in German
to Miss I--?"
" Yes, a little."
" You seemed to have enough to do to make out her German. Was that so? "
"Yes; you should remember that there are a number of dialects in that language as there are, doubtless, in your own. But, really, she spoke better than
many of those who are natives."
"Had the direct picture-the prophet l1alaarn-any special significance Cor
the lady? I ask this, Cor she seemed to think so."
"Oh, iC she thinks so, just let her. • Come, curse me, Israel.' But he
could not. • How shall I curse whom the Lord hath not cursed?' Aye, and
what right has any one to curse his fellow-man? The blessing of the Most
High is bestowed on all alike. They have all sprung from the same Great
Root; all men are brethren; all are the children of God-members of the one
great family, and when one oC the family goes astray, following courses of
wickedness, instead of cursing him, or casting him out as an unclean thing, we
should, by every means, try to win him back-to get him to turn from his e,•iJ
ways-to think of his Creator. 0 why should men curse! Rather should
• they pray for the poor soul, that he might be enabled to rise out of the deep
degradation into which he has sunk, and occupy a nobler position, as one who
has been destined by God to shine in the Heaven of Heavens? Why should
he be allowed recklessly to descend into the dark and dismal abode of the
damned? 0 foolishness! to ask the High and Holy One-the loving Father,
to curse the poor wretched evil-doer, who already bears a heavy curse, and,
that, alas! self-inflicted. Rather pray that his eyes may be opened to good·
ness and truth before he leaves the body, that so he may obtain an entrance
into a state even more glorious than that which I now enjoy; for notwith·
standing my present happiness, it would have been well for me had I been led
into a different state of mind before I entered the Spirit World.

Ruisdal on Conltmporary Patitltrs a11d Pai11li11g.
At a sitting on Sept. 22, 1874- the Medium under control of Ruisdal, said
-"At our last meeting I said that I would be ready to answer questions re·
garding Painters and Painting in my time and country. The names of a num·
ber of my fellow-artists will be given in Direct Writing if found necessary. For
this I will be indebted to our English friend."
"Did you know Paul Rembrandt van Ryn ?"
"Yes; the name you give belongs to one and the same individual. He was
the son of a miller. His patents did not occupy a very high position-they
were not among the wealthy of the land; but, notwithstanding many disadvan·
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tages, he struggled on till he became a master in the art. I don't know how
he might compare with any of your painters of the present day, but in my time,
he was unsurpassed in his own line of work: that bold practice of laying in
light and shade. Lievens, who studied under him, tried hard to come up with
him. I was told by Lievens that every colour used by Rembrandt was kept
unmixed,-there was no mixing one with another on the palette, but each
colour was placed on the exact spot required. I visited his work-place when
a youth. This I could do without hindrance, as my father, being a pictureframe maker, was well known amongst the artists ·at the time. His studio
may be likened to a dark cellar-a fit dwelling-place for bats. He had some
of his windows closed, in one of which there was a round hole sufficiently
large to let in a thin streak of light. Others of the windows had their shutters
arranged in joints to accommodate the light to the size of the picture.
His
pictures ranged in size from 14 by 12 inches upwards. He placed his easel so
as to have the rays of light falling on the portions of the canvas he was lighting
up. It was thought by many of us that to this he was indt:bted for his success
in light and shade."
"Vou made a statement on one occasion that Jan Steen excelled all others
as a painter. How does such correspond with the statement just made about
Rembrandt?"
"You forget. I referred to Rembrandt's excellence in light and shade. No
one could surpass Steen as a figure painter, and in the freedom with which he
grouped his subjects."
In reply to another question, he said-" Rembrandt was a little jolly in his
disposition, like Steen.-but, unlike him in one respect, h~ took care of his
means. l:le worked industriously; but he was what we might call sociable.
I was not personally acquainted with many of the painters of my time; but
there were three or four I corresponded with. One of these furnished me with
the name I took when I first communicated through the Medium. I will give
you, however, their names along with others of the more prominent artists in
Direct Writing, with the help of my English friend."
I asked if the name he referred to was the one he gave us at the beginning
of our sittings-Afarcw Bohr. He said it was; but that it should be B~ehr.
-(See Introduction, page 6.)
About the close of the sitting, the following names of artists, contemporaries
of Ruisdal, were produced, as promised, in Direct Writing:'' Ludolf Backhuystn. S. P.
Nicholas Bn-ghm1. L. Cr> F.
Jail Van Goym:
maskr.
J.m Stem. F.
:fon Both. F.
A ndrr,g Botlt. L.
Kard du 7artlin. F.
MiMrhaut Hobb.tma. L.
Cormltus Huysman. C. Cr> F.
7an lc Due. F.
:John Lingtlbaclt. F.
:Jail Miel. S. F.
7an Van Osstnhck. L.

Adrian Van Osttuk.
R~m6randt G~rrih,
Nicholas Bn-~Mm.

F.

David Tmin-s. F.
Adrian Vamkrotltk. L. F. C.
Cl<nJalier /(are/ de Moor. F.
Franz Mi~rU.
Ary d~ Vos.
Quiering.
BradultnkamfJ.
7an Lievms.
Wy11a11ts."•

The following list was also given shortly afterwards, the same evening, in
Direct Writing:" Rusdael.frienrls
Hob/Jnna.
Wynants.
')oltn Ling~lbaclt.
:Jan Miel or Bielur." •
• Pbotopaphed.
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Tlu Spdling of /he Painters' Names, &-c.
" A gentleman wants to know bow you spelt your name-was it with the
two ds or the ei 1"
"Commonly with the double e-that is the proper way. When written in a
hurry, it might look like ei. In pictures I gave my monogram.''
" You gave us a direct portrait of Ruisdal some time ago. Is the name
written below it properly spelled 1 I ask this because my spelling bas been
called in question."
"It is right. I wrote it myself not in your German style, but in the good
old Dutch way."
"Now, I want you to answer me another question. I have been led to
understand that it is Turner (the English painter, as you 1;tyle him) who writes
the English and Latin direct cards; but I am told by one who should know
that the celebrated painter did not know Latin."
"Oh, that may be, but it does not follow that, being unacquainted with Latin,
he should be unable to give it in direct writing from those who do know it.
Our old friend, the En~lish philosopher, whom you would not entertain, he
knows the language, and he has, through the English artist, given you several
bits. The Persian and the Egyptian also are acquainted with Latin and other
languages, and they have also given him bits to write."
"Hut why not do it themselves!"
"Well, just becauoe they are not fitted for that kind of manifestation."

III.
TESTIMONY OF PERSONS PRESENT AT THE SITTINGS FOR
THE PRODUCTION OF DIRECT ILLUSTRATIONS, &c.
ONE of the most remarkable features of this book is its illustration by dir~cl
drawings and writings-that is to say, that tluse 7tln'e dune by tw murtal !tattd.
The twenty-four lithographs throughout the book, and the various pieces of
writing and drawing which follow, arefac-nmil~s of these Jir«t productions,not even excepting the pictorial stamp on the boards of the book, the original
of which was also the work of our Spirit-friends. Some of the drawings show
a considerable amount of artistic skill, others appear to be but rough sketches.
But the point to be settled, it will be admitted, is not as to the degree of art
displayed in the pictures, but how they have been produced at all. The facts
are so astonishing that I hesitate to publish them on my own responsibility; and,
therefore, in addition to the testimony quoted in the introduction, I give the
following extracts-not only as testimony, out as a help to the reader unac·
quainted with the phenomena of Spiritualism.
Mr. ] . Freeman of 6 Rye Terrace, Peckham Rye, London, gives in the
Spiritualist of 25th June, 1875, some account of a sitting with Mr. Duguid in
his own house. I quote the following:-" Another piece of ordinary printing
paper, supplied by Mr. Nisbet, who was with us at the seanu, was folded and
placed in an envelope, fastened down and initialled by each of those present,
except the Medium, who was still too tightly bound to his chair, hands, feet,
and arms, to permit it. The sealed envelope was then placed upon the table,
and all were requested to f.ut our fingers upon the envelope; the gas was then put
out, and after the lapse o , say, three minutes a light was struck and we were
instructed to open the envelope, which, after satisfactory examination, we did,
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and found upon the paper enclosed a very interesting pencil drawing of a halflength female figure in profile, surrounded by winged heads, with an eye at the
top in the centre, and a German sentence at the bottom. The paper was
identified as being the same which was seen in the first instance wtthout the
drawing upon it.
"Now I do not pretend to know how this was done, but no ordinary difficulties had to be overcome. (I) A securely bound Medium, who could not so
much as touch the paper. (2) Afoi.J~d paper in a secured envelope. (J) The
pressure of five pairs of hands upon the envelope containing the paper while
resting upon the table.
"Had this been the result of ordinary human agency, the drawing must
have been executed before the paper was folded and before it was placed in
the envelope, but it was not so done.
"Next, an additional test was given us. A plain card was provided, off
which we tore a comer and retained as a means of future identification.
Paints and pencils were then placed before the Medium, who remained bound
as before described, the room darkened, and when we were requested almost
immediately to re-light up we found upon the table where it had previously
been placed the same card, with a neatly executed landscape in oil upon it,
with the colours still wet and the pencil (one only) full of the last colour which
had been used in the production of the picture.
"Comment is unnecessary, but this is the way our friends on the other side
prove they are not so far from us."
From "Editorial Rambles" in the M~dium of June 18, 1875, I give the
following account of Mr. Bums's latest sitting with Mr. Duguid. The extract
is long, but it treats of matters which I prefer should be done by those out·
side our circle ; and yet I can hardly look on Mr. B. as an outsider, for all
along, in his repeated reports of these sittings with the Glasgow Painting
Medium, he seems- to be quite at home.
"Mr. Nisbet, on meeting us on our arrival in Gla~gow, explained that the
Svirit-artists had a special evening for themselves once a month on which to
give drawings for the illustration of the literary matter communicated at the
other weekly sitting~. The direct -drawing sitting was to be helrl that very
evening. and Mr. Nisbet's kind proposition was that we should, if possible,
waive all other considerations and accompany him to it. Narrow is the way
and straight is the gate that leadeth to this particular seance, and few there be
that enter therein ; and though we considered ourselves unworthy on account
of the exhausted state of the body, yet we determined on keeping father and
mother waiting for our arrival one night longer, and accept the invitation.
The seance was held at the house of the Medium, where the inAuences are more
favourable than can Le met with anywhere else. Mr. Duguid is now a photo~phic operator in the e:.tablishment of Mr. Bowman, who takes a paternal
tnterest in all that concerns the welfare of the Glasgow Painting Medium.
We found him reclining on a couch lor the purpose of vital recuperation. He
finds his close work indoor.;, and heavy Medial duties, rather exhausting. At
a glance we noticed a great accession of brain development during the last
three years; and, venturing to name the fact, Mr. Duguid frankly confessed
that of late his hats got all too small for him. The upper range of brain
organs are indeed much increased in development, no doubt, partly due to
Spirit-control, and partly to having had to learn a new business in being taken
into Mr. Bowman's photographic establishment.
"We were soon joined by Mr. Bowman, Mrs. Bell, and Mr. Mackay; and,
after a short conversation, the sitting began. Mr. Duguid occupied a chair
towards one side of the small sitting room, and in frnnt of him, in a cuTYed
line, sat the visitors in the follo'llliDg order:-Mr. BoWDWI, Mr. Bums, Mr.
Mackay, Mn. Bell, Mr. Nisbet. Almost imperceptibly, duriug coaveratioa.
the Spirit-artist ']liD Steen' entranced the Medium. Some humoroaa pu·
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tomime was indulged in by this mirth-provoking Spirit, and Mr. Nisbet asked
a few questions of the 'Persian' relating to some points in his MS. of 'Hafed'
about which he was not clear. A smnll table was then placed between the
sitters and the Medium, upon which was put the case of paints and artisfs
ap!Jaratus. Two pieces of card, about ten inches by seven, were also shown
on the table. These were the remains of a number of such cards, which bore
on their backs the initials of the usual sitters and consecutive numbers. These
marks were adopted to guard against any shadow of deception or misunder·
standing being introduced into the proceedings. In respect to tests, the
arrangements in that circle are most peculiar, and so noteworthy that we must
pause a moment to remark thereon. In all that concerns the operations of
the Spirits, the sitters observe the utmost deference, and in every movement
consult their wishes and convenience. This ensures to the invisible operators
necessary conditiuns, without which they could not work. On the other hand,
the Spirits, in matters physical, allow sitters every precaution which will have
a tendency to eliminate deception or fraud of any kind. The concessions
between ~pirits and mortals are mutual and thorough, and they thus, in honour
preferring each other"s claims, arrive at that h.ippy understanding in which each
side, while guarding their own interests, arc: equally scrupulous respecting the
domain of the other party.
"This cordiality proceeds from a peculiar form of 'development' on the
part of the sitters as well as the Medium and Spirits. We lee) that there is not
as yet a word in the language to accurately describe this social condition, and
hence we must request to be understood in the best way the reader can
conceive of the matter. It amounts to this, that certain persons g~t so closely
in sympathy with the Medium and Spirits, that nil their proceedings are agreeable and helpful to the result which the Spirits have in view. From the
beginning Mr. Nisbet has been the protector and guide of the Medium on
the earthly side, and on our former visits we observed that he could enter
into familiarities with the Medium while entranced, which would have been
highly prejudicial ha<l they been performed by any other person. Now this
duty is shared in by Mr. llowman, who appears to attend to physical require·
ments, while Mr. Nisbet devotes himself to the literary portion of the duties.
And so Mr. llowman undertakes the task of tying the Medium, a new
arrangement which was not in vogue when we )a,t visited Glasgow. Mr.
Bowman is well adapted to this work. He has a full, warm, generous nature,
and gives off that influence which is helplul and as it were lubricative to the
Mediumistic process. His mind is intuitive and spontaneous, and instead of
concentrating itself on the main object, sings, laughs, jokes. and converses in
endless variety, suiting his words by actions nimble and adroit. The seance
becomes accordingly a kind of entertainment, very enjoyable, but which would
require a commentary much longer than itself to describe it.
"The tying of the Medium is done with fine silk handkerchiefs. The
entranced Medium first places his wrists across each other like the letter X or
St. Andrew's Cross. Mr. Bowman then takes the fine silk handkerchief,
which sinks into the flesh like wire, and ties the wrists by crossing the ligature
over them in the two directions between the limbs of the cross formed by the
hands and arms of the Medium. This is to us a novel mode of tying a
Medium, and if any person will try it they will find it most effectual. This
being accomplished, two other handkerchiefs were used to tie the Medium's
elbows back to the upright sides of the chair. In this position he could not
use his hands or touch the articles on the stand before him. The sitters all
held hands. The gas was extinguished. Singing was indulged in, and after
about five minutes the controlling Spirit indicated that the gas might be re-lit.
Upon doing so one of the marked cards which had been on the table could
nowhere be seen. It is a puule to the sitters where the card on which the
picture is afterwards found can be during this intervnl between the commencement of the drawing and its fmnl accomplishment. It has been looked for in
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all directions, but bas not been on any occasion discovered. • Steen,' in n:ply
to questions on the matter, causes a shrewd smile to pass over the face of the
Medium, and gives David's head a knowing shake. At all events we found
that the Medium was yet securely tied, and that one of the cards was missing.
Having searched for the card without avail, the gas was turned oft; and we sat
as before for a few minutes, and on lighting up the card was again on the
table, but covered with a truly magnificent pencil-drawing containing six or
seven artistically-grouped figures representing the casting out of a de\·il from a
man by some Egyptian disciples of Jesus. As a work of art it is a perfect
beauty, and only equalled in interest by its fellows, which lie in a carefully·
protected packet at the studio of Mr. Bowman.
"The Spirit then directed Mr. )jowman to open up the case on the table, and
take from a packet of magnetised cards one specimen. This Mr. Bowman was
careful not to handle much, but the Spirit found it necessary, notwithstanding,
to use the hands of his Medium to dust it, so as to clear it of all foreib'll influence. Darkness was produced, and in a short time, on re-lighting, this iden·
tical card had a beautiful landsc.'lpe painted in the centre of it, in various
coloun; which were still wet, and when the brw.h was applied to the nail the
wet colours came from it also. This beautiful little picture w·as, by the courtesy of the Spirits, presented to us. It is, perhaps, the \·ery best direct-paint·
ing which has been thus given, and if we can find the means of reproducing it
we may soon announce copies for sale, so that every Spiritualist may possess a
copy of such a remarkable production of Mediumship.
" The seance wa.~ then continued some time for physical phenomena. The
musical-boxes were wound up and started by the Spirits. The little one was
floated about, and carried somewhere, apparently out of the room, for the
sound seemed much more distant than, on trial afterwards, the limits of the
room would permit. • • • We sat under test conditions, and soon permission was obt~ined to light up. To our astonishment the Medium, still
entranced, had his hands tied behind his Lack. We were all asked to examine
the knot, and Mr. Bowman asked, • Shall I untie hin1 ?' • If you like,' was
the stereotyped answer. Accordingly Mr. Bowman set to work, hut the
handkerchief, now twisted into a fine cord, was so deeply insinuated into the
wrists, the knots were so tight, and so awkwardly placed. that Mr. Bowman
had to gi,·e up the effort in despair. This acknowledgment ol defeat elicited
a quiet laugh of intense satisfaction from the spirit • Steen,' who, when asked,
• Shall we put out the light and let you untie him?' resumed his wonted indifference, and again replied, • Just as you like.' This being seemingly the only
way of getting the medium released, Mr. Bowman again was forced to 'like,'
and almost immediately the handkerchief was thrown across the room to Mr.
1'\isbet. All this while the Medium's elbows were firmly tied to the bad of
the chair, as at first. Thus the seance came to a termination. . . •
"We heard of some remarkable drawings done by the Spirits direct, through
the Mediumship of Mr. Duguid. We give an instance:-A card, which has
been recognised, is placed in an envelope by one of the sitters in view of all the
others. The envelope is sealed, Qlld immediately laid on the table. Four
hands are then placed on the envelope, and are never moved till the manifest&·
lion is over. When the envelope is opened, a beautiful drawing of a lady in
ordinary costume is found on the card, and this picture is recognised by a gen·
tleman and his friends as a portrait of his deceased daughter. During Dr.
Monck's visit a lo\ely drawing was obtained in a similar manner of a figure
which the Doctor had seen in vision. Experience in this form of Mediumship
reveals to the thoughtful mind many important conditions which these phenomena require. On one occasion, such as has just been described, Mr. Bowman
said, • Now, Steen, shall we sing?' •Just do 1\S you like.' • Well, we'llthink
intently on what you are doing in that envelope.' • Ob, no, ye maunna do
that,' eagerly exclaimed the Spirit-artist. 'Ah I Steen, we have got the better
of you this time,' chuckled Mr. Bowman, and forthwith went on with the
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singing, and accordingly the drawing wu duly accomplished. S~, then,
seems to be useful in occupying the minds of the SJtters barmomously, and
thereby protecting the fine mechanism of the Spirits from the thought-shafts
which would otherwise assail it from the minds of the sitters if unemployed.
Watching the electrical apparatus at Mr. Crookes's serves a similar purpose,
and frees the operations of the Spirits from mental interference. Many inter·
esting facts in the science of Spintualism are being recorded from day to day in
various parts of the country, and when collected will lead to greater certamty
in the production of the phenomena."
We, the undersigned, hereby certify, that we were present at many of the
sittings with the Medium. Mr. David Duguid, at which were executed the
Direct Drawings and Writings for the illustration of this volume, and many
others unpublished at present; that the description given by various witnesses
of some of these sittings, and the conditions under which the Drawings and
Writings were executed, which have been quoted by Mr. Nisbet in his Introduction and Appendix, are quite in harmony with all which we ourselves have
frequently observed when pnvileged to sit with Mr. Duguid; and that we have
been wttnesses to many ol the phenomena briefly recorded under the heading,
"Extra-ordinary Manifestations of Mr. Duguid's Mediumship,'' in which the
facts are set duwn without the slightest exaggeration on the part of the compiler.
lAMES BOWMAN, 65 Jamaica Str«l.
(Signed)
OHN M'KAY, 16o Londo~t Strm.
AMES WALKER, Garscwk RtNUI.
AMES SIMPSON, 141 Eltkrslie Strtd.

GLASGOW, 9f.\ Nflflmlkr, 1875·

IV.
COPIES AND FAC-SIMILES OJo' DIRECT WRITINGS AND
DRAWINGS.
BESIDES the twenty-four lithograph pictures, selected from above forty Direct
Drawings, furnished by the Spirit-artists as illustrations for this volume, a
large number of direct paintings, drawings, and writings have also been executed
b;r them from time to time. These, for the most[art, have been given away to
vtsitors; but, from some in my possession, an from others that have been
photografhed, I select a few for publication-some of these are copies;
others, w1th the help of the new process of photo-relief blocks, are fac·similu
of the originals.
The copies which I have Jnade from the original direct writings are exactcapitals, punctuation, spelling, omissions, ltc., beinjt in every case adhered to.
Inaccuracies in English will be obvious to the maJority of readers, while the
more learned reader will very likely discover blunders in the Hebrew, Greek,
and Latin. It is a Jnatter for thoughtful consideration on the part of the inquirer why such blunders as that of writing frlf>lu for pebbles should be made
by the Spirit in No. 20, when the whole piece is so correctly ~nned. Is it
a lack of memory on the part of the unseen ones? If the wnting of letters
forms no part of Spirit-life, is it not likely that our departed friends will, in
course of time, come to be very deficient in their orthography, and be compelled
to borrow from the Medium or the circle around him? On one occasion I got
a direct writing in English, in which there were blunders in every line; at the
next sitting a piece of direct writing was given in In~ sam~ hand without a flaw.
I asked the reason for this difference. I was informed that, on account of
imperfect conditions, the Spirit had to borrow from the "mentality'' of the
Medium, and hence the inaccuracy in spelling I Of course, the Medium had
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no band in it physically, for be was tied up in the usual way: but bow his
mind is made to do duty in such a case is not easy of comprehension in our
present material state. The controlling Spirits have repeatedly informed us
that if we could be made to understand the Spiritual law at work in the pro·
duction of these writings and drawings, and the obstacles which they have to
encounter, we would wonder less at the inaccuracies. At a recent sitting, when
speaking of certain writings that had been received, we were told that what we
called "direct communications," coming from the Persian or the Painters,
were not exactly dir«t, for they were necessitated to employ a Medium on their
side-a Spirit who could write; and thus, even in "dir«l communications,''
there was room for blunders. It may be that in course of time these hindrances
in the way of communication will be removed, when we sball receive finer
pictures and more correct messages ; but I do not see that these would add
much to the wonderful nature of the manifestations. There are some Spirit•
ualists who find fault with the errors in the communications, but they
appear to forget themselves. Let them, for the moment, suppose they are
members of a circle sitting for direct writing. The strictest test conditions are
observed, and everyone is satisfied. The first card produced contains a line of
Hebrew; it is found by a competent party present to be correct-without a
blunder. The next wnting given by the unseen ones is a line of Greek, but in
this case there are several blunders. As a manifestation of Spirit power, is not
the one as wonderful as the other? The point for consideration, in my humble
opinion, is not as to the accuracy or inaccuracy of the Hebrew and Greek, but
how the writing has been done at all without mortal hands. In the one case.
the Spirit finds himself working under good conditions : in the other, some
disturbing element has come in, and be does the best he can in the changed
conditions. It is the same with these direct drawings and paintings. I have
seen some of them ordered to be thrown aside as worthless, owing, as the con·
trolling Spirit said, to unfavourable conditions. I was much struck, one day,
by an observation which fell from the lips of the artist who copied the direct
illustrations for the lithographer's stone. He knew nothing about their produc·
tion, and I was curious to hear his opinion of them as drawings. He said
they were the work of one who knew well what he was about. This, he said.
was easily seen in his admirable groupings; but some of the pictures were done as
if the artist had neither time nor tools to do the work which he had projected.
As for the time, it does not appear to be an element in the Spirits' work ; but
we know that they are often nonplussed by a lack of tools, or conditions.
( I )

Here is a card done, under test conditions, on 13th Nov., 1872. I can say
nothing more about it; but perhaps some learned reader may be able to give
information regarding it.

( 2)

oi5~-;w
t1...~ (J/
~

The original of this
writing( Hebrew and
Greek) was done at
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( 3)
The following direct drawing, representing (we were told) Hafed addressing
a Persian audience, was given some time in 1870. The only test in this case,
and others at that time, was the blank card shown to us by the Medium, on
which he made a mark with a small brush, so that the card might be identified
.
when the drawing, painting, or writing was executed.

(4)
The three pieces following were done under the usual test conditions, and
each of them in less than one minute:" Virtue is hard /Q 6~ j1111nd and r~iru some no6/e I«Uittr, but viet is learmd
withiN/ a masltr."
'' Glory and 6/tssing /Q Him who cr~atni man andform ttl him so grmllhat tltt
innumwa61t worlds scatln-td througlriNt spau, art but so many torcha kindled on
his path, whou md-his only rating-plact-is tht vtry s!Nrct of all lift of all
Good, and of all Pttftction."
"Hail 6/aud day, rplm with mtrcy and with grau divint! Bthold tht sun
now 6tgins to smilt with mort rtfulgml luslrt on mrthly glo6t. Sa how his
slanting rays skim along tht ntlktr rky! · Hail day of sacral rtsl, and solemn
joy in Htavm in which tit~ strapks lay lhn"r crowns hfort lht dtrnal thront
adoring. Lrl all lht widt crmtion join to prais~ thtir King, and suns and worlds
innum~a6/t admirt and ule6ralt his mtrty and his lovt diviM."

( 5)
In Vol. VII. of Human Naturt, pp. I35·139o the reader will find a lengthened and interesting account of a sitting with Mr. Duguid on 18th Jan., 187~
at which a direct card was given to Mr. W. Wallace, afac-simik of which IS
appended. Mr. Wallace says-"The Medium then tore a comer from
another card and gave it to me as before [Mr. W. had just got a small direct
picture in oil colours]. Placing the card on the table, darkness was again
resorted to, and a light was seen to descend, as if !rom the ceiling of the room,
on to the card. A pencil that was lying near was seen to be taken up by a
spirit-hand, and as it wrote upon the card, I stooped to see, if possible, what
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was goi~ on, but the pencil was flung at me, and the sentence, which was
being wntten, was not finished. The light was now restored as quickly as
possible, and we found the card was nearly covered with writing in four
languages. The writing consists of more than forty words, and was written in
two seconds of time, as near as I could estimate. The object in tearing off a
comer of the card, is to enable the holder to identifr the card as being the one
that was blank before the manifestation was given.' Mr. Wallace is a seeingmedium, and saw the operation as he describes iL Others, possessing the
same gift, have also seen the Spirits at work, and given a similar description.

( 6)
The fragment which follows, is taken from the letter of Hermes, addressed
to Hafed, which was given direct at five dill'erent sittings. (See Note, p. 378).
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( 7)
On the 9th March, 1875• the following lines were given under the same con·
ditions as stated in No. 17, with this difference-that the persons present were
asked to write their initials on the envelope before it was put into the box : "From Gqt/ WI! sprinc, wllom man call nn~u trace,
Tlloufn stm, luard, tasiM,ft/1 in evuy piau;
Tk kJneliesl spot 6y mortal uld.Jm trod,
Tile ""owded dty, all is tun o/ God;
Oceans and /Ius, for God is all in all,
.And WI! are all kis offspring.
AllATUS."
" Tltne are Illy glorious works, Parmi o/ g()()d.
.Almigllty, tiline Ill is universal frame,
T!Jw wontfrow /air; lllysdf now WOitti'rOfiS lncn/
Unsjitakable! wAo sitt'sl above 1/we luavens,
To w invisible; or dimly INn
In th.ese Illy lowest works; yet 1/we dedare
Thy goodness beyond IIIOflgnt and jioWl!r divine."

Following these extracts there is a drawing of a head, which Steen, the con·
trolling Spirit, said was the work of a Spirit artist, who was anxious to produce
a direct p1cture. It was this Spirit artist (we were afterwards told) who gave us
the thom·crowned head of Chnst (see frontispiece), and the portrait of Hermes.

(8)
Two or three years ago, at a sitting in the Medium's own house, a card was
produced, of which the annexed illustration is a fac·simik. The original card
was given to Mr.]. F. Proctor of Birmingham, who was present.

( 9)
At a sitting with the Medium on 2~h October, 1871, at which M~. Af!drew
Aitken was present, I expressed a WISh to have the names of certllln Hmdoo
gods, mentioiled by the Persian in his nanative, correctly giYen. (See page 1S r ).
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The entranced Medium, having laid down two or three cards on the table and
a pencil, told me to put out the light. This was done, but observing a small
treak of light coming in through the window shutters, I rose from my se at
and secured the shutter. On turning round to go back to my seat, I heard the
fluttering of a card in the air, and in a few seconds, I felt the card resting O rl
my bn=t. I stood stilL The card was kept in that q ueer position for abo t
a minute, during which
I heard and felt a series
of light tippings on it, as
if done by the point of
the pencil (I must confess I felt somewhat m-U
under this close proximity
to the pirit's manipulations.) The card was
then taken off my bn=t,
when we heard it again
fluttering through the
room, and then, with the
pencil, drop on the table.
On lighting up, we found
the card with the desi derated name
along
with the figure as represented in the accompanying fac-rimik. At that
time, we were not favoured with many of these
direct manifestations, and
we prized them more than
we do now. Some time
after this Mr. Bums, on
seeing the picture, expressed a wish to have it
for
publication
in Human
Natun.
On telling
this ::;;;;~~~~~~~:_:lj~~
to Steen, the Spirit who
=--hnd produced it, he said
that if it was to be publi bed, he would try some .....,::
12.
thing better. The
~~ i/IJmM~
result was -the
,
Direct Drawing of /.
«: . ·
~sus rairing flu ~
Dtad Brahmin,
~ ·
given in Ht1ma11
J'laturt, vol. vi. ,
for February, 1 72. This picture has been reproduced by the S pirit artist with
a change in the figures, and forms one of the twenty-four lithograph illustrations of "this volume.
( IO)

-:r

About three years ago I accompanied the Medium on a visit to Edinburgh
for the purp:>se of giving a few friends in that city an opportunity of witnessing
Mr. Duguid painting in trance. After the sitting we retired to rest, but had
scarcely lain down two minutes when we heard our Spirit friends at work on a
table about four yards from the bed. We rose and lighted the gas, and discovered four cards lying ou the table. The cards, along with a pencil and
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crayon which were lying beside them, must have been taken from the breastpocket of the Medium's coat, which he had hung up a few minutes before at
the head of our bed. Of this I am certain-there were neither cards nor
pencils lying on the table when I turned off the gas. We again got into bed,
but as soon as we were snugly happed up we were saluted with a shower of
raps proceedinJ!: from all parts of the room. This continued I cannot tell how
long, (or we fe11 asleep in the midst of it. At the bottom comer of the card
containing the Hebrew and Greek, is the reference, Deut. uxii. 4o which has
been missed by the artist. The following are {a&-~im;Jes :-

%~~,.-. .w_. ei:- ..?t.""i&t 'n.Ut>~tJ'":' ~....-;;C.·,ii~
~t4~ t;./uf.u"'l::- tbe-1.~

gg~ ~~~-&;;-J!Nif1Ja·,..;t;:;:._

fl,~

"":"

r~~~:r/;..-;t..~~e:

~Q ~~<!C..~~ [:"!}111.-0f/J#-~~IItf<..
.fJ~;P~·n-1/J~oA~ Jl
/{~.

s.~_r;~11?~~~(y~
~}{9lf./~ ~-1 ~12_.~
I

-
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( 11 )

In the month of July, 1872, it was suggested that our Spirit friends should
supply us with an appropriate ins.:rir.tion for a large panel on the wall aboye
the platform of the Spiritualists' Hal . In the expectation that the suggestion
would be carried out, a sitting was arranged, when Messrs. Bowman, J. B.
Stones (Blackburn), and others, sat along with myself and Mr. Duguid. After
being entranced for a short time, the Medium selected two clean cards, and
tearing a comer off one of them, dropped the piece into the hands of Mr.
Bowman. Laying the card on the table along with a pencil, he sat back, and
made the usual si&'llAl for darkness. The gas-light was extinguished, and in
about two minutes the signal was made to light up, when we found the card
(which was identified by the fitting in of the comer piece) covered with
Hebrew, Greek, and Latin inscriptions, with four Scripture references in
English on the margin, and a word in strange characters below, apparently a
signature. The translations of the Hebrew and Greek lines are takeu from
the verses given in the margin, and these are as follows:-

Dan. vii.__ _22, ••••••••••••••••••. ;; Tlu Annm.~ of Days."
Gen. xl VIII. J6, • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • Tlu A nc~l.
Col. i. 15, . • ••••••••••••••••••• " Tlu imacr of llu lnvisWI~ God..,
Col. ii. 10, •••••••••••••••••••••• " Tlu HMII of all principality and pqwn-."
As no one at the sittill¥ knew any language but English. we could make
little of the Latin inscription. As for the strange characters in the comer, we
could not tell what they were.
Havin~ received our direct model, we got the Medium to undertake, in trance,
the paintmg of the panel in large characters. This was done in his own house
on a sheet of paper 7 feet by Jl· A few sittings brought the work to a close.
The direct model was faithfully copied, with one exception : the first line of
Hebrew, "Andml of Days," forms the centre of the halo, from which rays dart
down on a globe half submerged in a sea of dark clouds. At the bottom of
the sheet, on the left comer, the word "Hajtd'' bas been painted (the IWDe of
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l~tV~J
sheet, which was nailed to the wall of Mr. Duguid's parlour, he found one
morning, on the extreme edge of the bottom part, about rs inches from the
floor, the following translation of the Latin lines, written in pencil, and evi·
dently by the same hand that
1
has executed the v:uious Latin
and English direct writings :
- " Wkn tkaln comes it u
tollfW"~d, lllougn kfor~ its
tor11ing it H continually/tarM.
Virtw u contmt witn a Iiiii~,
but 11otnim: tan sa/Ufy vitt.
Vmw oPf'rtHU!tes w•ln kwit<-Mng smiks, but sorrow
tomes as StiOII QJ siJ~ rdires." .

( l2)
The same evenin~ on which
we got the model mscription
for the panel, there was also
given a direct drawing repre·
senting the Persian standing
erect amid a cloud of faces,
and with uplifted hand point•
ing towards a glory, in the
centre of which is seen the i)~'S~~~~
sacred
(Jehovah),
Hebrew
and at word
the bottom
m:"l' -t;
of the picture a line of Ger·
man words, which have been
translated by a German gentle·
man of this city thus: "0
Holy Spirit, abide with as."

~~~~~~~~~
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( 13)
In the month of June, 1872, I received a direct card somewhat similar in
character to the foregoing (Nos. 11 and 12), which is here reproduced.•

( 14)
Many readers will, we daresay, readily recognise in the accompanying sketch
the portrait of the celebrated Hugh Miller, arrayed in his plaid, with a rough
sketch of fossilized monsters
of the primeval world, symbolical of Miller's weU·known
scientific study. The original
card was given to Dr. George
Sexton, '1\'ho was present at
the sitting when the drawing
was executed, under the usual
conditions. This drawing is
from a photograph, and hardly
comes up to the original picture given by the Spirit artist.

(IS)
At a recent sitting, some
remarks were made on the
Coptic I~; and on the
following evenmg, the characters appended were given
direct, under test conditions.

r e li'Wf 11< 1ViJ
( 16)
On 6th April, 1875, a dirat
writing was given .under con-

ditions similar to those detailed in No. 17.
In this
instance, besides initialling
the envelope, the box was held
• Nos. tt, 12, and 13 arephotogtaphed, and were noticed at eome length In the column• of
the Jledtum for the 4th, nth, and 18th October,t8,a.
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in the hands of the parties present, until the gas was re-lighted. Laying
it down on the table, the Medium opened it, and directed us to take out the
envelope. On opening it, the followmg lines were found written on the paper,
which, three minutes before, was a perfect blank:" But next kllold 1/u youtn ofform tlivitU
CtZsar llimsdf exalletl in his line;
Augustus, promiJ'tl oft, anti/one fordo/a,
Smt /Q 1/u realm lllal Saturn rUttl of old:
Born /Q res/Qrt a /Jdttr a~ ofgultl.
A/ri& and India slull his jloWtr o6ty,
Ht shall atmtl his profJacafetl S'Uiay,
Btyontltlu ytar wi/Mut 1/u starry way,
Wlurt Atlas turns 1/u rolling lltavm& around,
And his broad shouldtrs wi/IJ tluir lights art ertf'WII'tl.
AI his forestJm d/JfrOtK!J, alrtady fJuake
Tlu Caspian kingrioms and MtZolian lakt.
Tlztir seers khold 1M ttmpest from afar;
And llzrtalming oracles dmounct 1/u war.
Niit lltars !Jim kn«king at his sn~mfoltl galt
A ntl sah his niddm sprincs, andftars his Mpluuls fatt.
Nor Hercules mort lands or la0ours knnu
Not though tlu 6raun-footttlllintl lu slew,
Frte' tl Erymanlhus from 1/u foaming 6oar;
A ntl tlipp'tl his arrows in Ltrnatan gort.
Nor Baunus turning from llis Indian war
By tigus drawn triumphant in his car,
From N"uur /QP tlesctntling on tnt plains,
With cur/inc vines around his purplt rtins
A ntl doubt wt yd through dangers lo pursue
Tnepatnsono~W~~r~---

Thi.s youth ( tlu 6/issfo/ vision of a day)
Shall just 6t shown on mrlk and snatch' tl tJ'WtJy.

..En vi"

( 17)
At the sitting on the 2nd March, 1875, after a lell2thened communication
from Hermes, the You~ Egyptian, the Medium selected" a })ieee of blank paper
from a few leaves of pnnting paper which I had given him some few weeks
before. He then lifted an envelope, and after holding out the blank leaf and
empty envelope for inspection, he folded the paper and inserted it in the envel·
ope, wetting the gum, and securing it in the usual way. Taking up the little
card-box which generally lies on the table, he emptied it and put in the sealed
envelope and a pencil, about four inches in length. Having done this, he made
passes over our bands, shut the box, laid it on the table, and requested Mr.
James Bowman and myself to lay each a band on the lid of the closed box,
which is in the shape of a small pocket-bible, and not more than an inch and a
half in depth. With our hands on the little box, the Medium having sat
down about a yard from the table, we were told to put out the light. This
was hardly done when, with wondering delight, we heard and felt the Spirit at
work in the box under our bands. After a lapse of four or five minutes, we
received the order to light up. We removed our bands, but not our eyes, from
the box, which the Medium opened, throwing out at the same time the sealed
envelope and pencil Mr. B. thereupon took up the envelope, and making an
incision in one of the edges, took out the same folded leaf we bad seen put
in-with this difference : it was written on both sides. It was the reproduction
of one of the letters promised by Hafed the Persian, which had been sent to
him by Jesus from Judea to Persia. The letter is given in its proper place (p.
138), but afac·sifltiit of it will, no doubt, be viewed with interest by the reader.
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After the production of this interesting document, a few questions were put
concerning it, which were answered by the controlling Spirit-Jan Steen. He
said that the letter now given without mortal hand was but a condensation of
the original one sent to the Persian, which was much longer. It was, as usual,
where the language had to be rendered into English, the work of their English
frieod. But how, I asked, could he manage to write 'lfith a ~neil four inches
long, and on folded paper, inside such a small box. He satd that our hands
had been previously magnetised, so that their contact might not interfere with
the work ; and when the condition of total darkness was obtained, the paper
and pencil were taken from the box, and the writing effected under the table.
Below the letter the word H4rmu will be observed. That, we were told, was
the name of the Young Egyptian, which he said had been given to him by his
tutor, the Old Egyptian priest (see page 262).

( 18)
The second letter (see page 176) was not produced till the 12th Oct., 1875•
and then only one half; the remainder was executed on the 19th. A large
card containing the first portion of the letter was given on the evening of the
Sth October, in the same hand-writing as the others, but with many mis·spell·
ings and bad punctuation, unlike in this respect some of the writings we had
got. We were told that the conditions were unfavourable, there being seven
persons present, and two of them strangers, and that we must sit again. Accordingly, on the 12th, four pieces of blank paper (the quarters of a demy sheet of
printing paper) were laid on the table by the Medium, who was in trance; he
was then tied up in the usual way ; the gas was turned otT, and in the course of
about three minutes we were signalled to light up, when we found one of the
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p;,eces of~ cxnaei witfi writing. 0011Wnillg the half of the letter promised.
."-: :~ si.::iDgOil thr 19th. thr )lcdium. aftet- potting the three remaining pieces
1"1~ 0111. thr table, sat down to be bound
t.e:~; oo >t-""111,~ prescut, w-e said we did DOt care

oc· :.:cJt

in the IIS1Ial way. There
to tie him up. "Just as
r--u :a..e••. sui :SeaL uch of us w-as thm requested to stretch out a hand,
OTft" whid!. tbt Kedi'Uil -tea few passes, aDd breathed.
We were then told
to :ay ~ baD.is together, so a to form a table on which they might write.
This w-as d~ and thr Mediam took a piece of the blank paper, folded
it in rwu, and Wd it with a peDci1 0111. oar extended hands.. He then sat back
fn.'CD t.'>e :1!:-:e. and n:wie ~--ns to us to put out the light. This was done,
and L:!!c~ ~U:~iy w-e tdt and heard tippings on the paper in our hands
fc'r J.~·u: h.Li a minu:e. The paper and pencil were then lifted, the latter
fS:::~ oo •.be t1b:e. while the pa~ w-as heard fluttering over our heads about
t~ "''-'m. We b.td sung one .-usc o( a hymn, when the signal was given to
: ;~: t:p. On doing s.:>, w-e found the paper lying before us, covered with
.. -;-",::"-;; c'D ooc siJe. We e.umincd the two remaining piece; and found them
t-~
~ wri:ing w-as the rem:Under o( the letter, the first part of which was
g;n:n oo the eT"enll>g ot tbe uth October. It was my intention to have gi\·en
a r~·-n.,:.j oC this second ktter, as well as the first, but I found the time left
w-as too brief for the aecutioll o( the order. The following is an exact

me

copy-..~t.i- d ~ : -

''l'Jmu-

Gnm-r

'' T..· ~ B~ F.uA6 Oasis. I Snu/ •Y
to tlue in litis Epistk.
Si,..Y !.ut I trr'.U
I A.nY rrnJflllii/WA fl!iJA luJnds, tJIIrd brai11, pr~iri";f
,;.,. tA.zl p-trU :n.-rl, u-~i.-.4 I .larv to "''· WM.. I cast wry 9'es 011 1M land of
C.; r..:.J ,., t.kL f''-M·r if "'Y rwlir1/y: 0, .l.r.~~ I .fit)' tAmr, anti tAr land of y.utra;
1<,. tA<7 .:r~ .raJCl:;, ria anti
anti u-MIIl c.,par~ tltr lltJJiq,u w/Udr lltm~
t'l<-i~N. :ru.4 t<ia, !My .:rr tid t.1 At """/'drtri wiiA "'Y Brdhrm; tluy sit tll 1M
,I;'.J.k c-t 1/.J..fh·, u·lt.iiL
rraJiq,u lttz1A r~rUAbi tAL un/ines o/ Har.Jnr.
li•t riu ruru .k,u ,,_, "">n', Fat-46, 1r.inr 1.-st go jorlA to jm'Kkzittr tiro# grand

t.l_,.,..,

mr:
w .rtn'TI.,,.Ja·-r

•

tn.:4J . , :,• •nr. anti ,_~ tAr tDrl.4 n:1011trti; anti IIIIJY my~~ l>ntdrau tit~
~a •":i l/a.i;.., r.rcl.rittrirrg Pmu '"' mrtA, grwi-u-il/ lo'tl1tlrds mnt i /fly /t()flrs
,,; n._fftritr.: •"7 ~ tlrtr.i-itrg 11ig.4, hU 6¢'....-r t.4m wry TWril u-il/ k tiotu; I slta/1
!uJt.., ftu'ti.'.(.z' "'Y llliJsic•tr, a11J ua/bi iJ u-iJA "')' /Hood, anti my Ftlllurs f11il/ k
a.~. .DNr H.:sis. ~
gnrtitrg to all "'J' brd/trrm in Pn-sia. I oftne U'"fl
u-itA jt':f, u-.im I tAitri: d tAL 1>/essbi AMirs ll't' spmt in tltr sacrbi groves, wkr~u~
lrn.J
fl!iJA tltr _.st RigA, anti wArn tkj/attU tlttll 6wnrl t~jon 1M
aft- <WI o/ :r/,j,-/r altiU tltr Sfoil of 1Mjlatru, anti Add &Otrl-niotr wiiA liS
..,...-t.zls. 0 u•..tn. sAa/1 tAr tirru Ctnrf4 u-.knr tnm sAall t11r11 _fr01r1 tluir ntil ways
atcd /tnrJ tkir 1n« t.iforr tAr dn-nai c;.,d. IJmr Ftll.l6, I !raw gatlurbi a frw
!f-irits fr.- tAr'""'" castes of s«idy,·-thy are Fisltn-s, I will make tAntl
Fi.s.kn-s "'f ttrnr..
"I Am·t' snrl a11 Efotk to Egypi toY""""ytn~rrgfrimti Hrnrus, sjwding words
.y· sympal/ty atrd fJ!ist/(fftf, tlttll k "'4J' sti/J krzr aguitutlk loss of .kis agrd Ftlllur,
arrtijriLtrti-SIJ tluJt tw may prt'j>an .kittr jl'r Ais Ofllguings, -" king t111r of 1M
pjird alllt>r~gst riUII: fl'r Ar ~m~.tr M:OIIU a toaliant soldiLr of tltt' fnltlls w 14uA.
I 11111St rdrtnf, atcd sfral: to )WI ".( "'Y rot~ntrymm. 17u f/omt't~jton tAr allar in
tltr Sa&rbi Tnrrflt' tll ':fonuainn:' flY mNSt rmd tAr vail, tltal lritks from 1M
gau ".( tltr M.Utilvtk, tAr faa of tltL most RigA; /tor trQ'/DtA~ days ofSym/Jols an
passbi au-ay, jtw" """ llnLfl u~lrip
Grrut Sfoil, nQ/ by Sym/Jols-6111 in 1M
Sfiril. We mNSt d..ar atmy tlr~ ti11st of agrs, tltal lras !Jiitrdbi man's spirillla/
r·isi.>n, so tluJt A~ nr n'lllt. Ais spirilllal 9'4 firings tltat arr Spiritrtal. I !taw
oftm PltAYli:D to 1M Ftllkr ftw' tltis day atrd now iJ lt.auotru, anti tkkingtlomof
god is u-il.lr ftlan. B111, tkar Ftllltn- Ham, "'J' Jlotltn- anti Brdhn-m ar~ a/J
wdl; m7 l'OtUin '7tJirn' lras lxm cast into pristJn !Jy Hn-otl, and I lmuw tlttll Ar
sitall sotm rMCA tluzlltiftgtiOtn, wltidt M ltas StJ oftne spol:m of to iN JWPk, anti I
aM a ft/Qndtrn- anti an tlllkast amongst my Brdkrm, ptllraw ajtw tAtlldinr

.,_y

,,..,_lfitm

w
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me,

cum /Q
w!Uk otlln-s cry Away wit!J !Um I lMt tMy art t4e wtalt!Jy, t!Jt
masltrs of brat/. Now I must come to a dose as tlln-t is a CAlL\ vAN of
mcrdzanls aMutto ltave (or Persia, and I senti t!Jis wit!J t4em /Q tMt.
" Give my kind gr~ting lo all my friends in Ptrsia. I do not forget /Q pray
for PAcoaus anti CoFDRAF.S. •
.
" I am ytn~rs for evtr,
"JEsus THB SoN oF JosEPH.''

( 19)
On the 24th August last, the Persian controlled the Medium, and said he
would endeavour to give some of the direct writings he had promised in the
course of his narrative. The Medium took a clean sheet of note paper, and
after ~bowing it to the members of the circle, he folded it, and enclosed it in an
adhesive envelope. This, with two pencils, he laid on the table. He then
took my felt hat, and placed it over the envelope and pencils, putting a number
of books round the rim of the hat to keep it flat on the table, and then covered
the whole with a woollen tidy. (Th1s was something new to us, and we
watched the proceedings with great interest-perhaps with too much for its
success.) He then took a seat in the comer of the room, while we, at his
request, reduced the gas-light, leaving sufficient light to see all that was on the
table and things around. We sat for two or three minutes, when we were told
to screw up the gas; on doing which, the Medium came forward and looked
on the table. The controlling Spirit said it was a failure; they had not power
to undo the folds of the paper; but they would use the fingers of the Medium
to take out the folded sheet from the envelope and lay it flat. The Medium then
pulled up his sleeves to about the elbows, and, removing the books and tidy,
put his hands below the hat. We heard him burst the envelope; he then
withdrew his hands, and, after replacing the books and tidy, retired to his
seat. The light was again diminished, and we sat for two minutes; when the
Medium came forward to the table, the light being turned on full. He lifted
off the various articles that had served as a "dark cabinet" to the Spirits, and
. handed the sheet of notepaper to us, which we found to contain a list, occupying two pages, of the names of the Kings of Persia from Cyrus to the advent of
Christ. Our Spirit friends, however, were not satisfied with its execution, and
said they would try it again when the Medium was in better condition. But, with
all its faults, from the conditions under which it was done, we are warranted in
expecting to have, in due time, such things done in the light. (An exact
copy of the original paper will be found on page 578. )
At our next sitting, on the Jist August (present Mr. George Farmer of London), the first portion of the list, formerly given, was written on a large card
(numbered and initialled) under the ordinary conditions-i.e., the Medium
bound, and in total darkness. The remainder of the list was produced
under the same conditions at our meeting on 7th September. FtU-similu
of these cards are given on the two pages following. I have neither learning nor leisure to give to the verification of this list, and leave the task
to those who have both. At a subsequent sitting, I ascertained that the writing
ing at the bottom of the card was the Lord's Prayer, but the Spirit, Jan Steen,
would give no further information. "Find out (he said) the language for
yourself.'' This was more easily done than I expected, when I sought for
the Spirit's help. About two months previous, I had bought an old book,
which, from its title-page, I thought might be of use to me in my business. It
is entitled, " Pantographia, containing Copies of all the Known Alphabets in
the World," &c. "By Edmund Fry, letter-founder, Type-Street. London:
1799." I had glanced at a page or two when it came into my hands, but had
no leisure to read it. It was laid aside, and forgotten till this card with the
• On Inquiry, - -re told by Hafed that the"' were the namea of bit two brethren of the
Magi, wbo had trnelled with blm to Bethlehem at the birth of Chriot, and wbich he had
promlaed to give In cllrect wrl\lng.
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"Lord's Prayu," ud SteeD's n:fusal to gi-.e iDformatioa, m:alled it to my
mind. I took up the book, and fOIIDd that the subject for illustration in many
ol the laDgaaga is the "Lord's Prayer." On turning to the Persian laDguage,
I fiDd the Prayu ginn in three different dialects, ud oae of these almost
word for word with the Prayu oo the Direct Card.

~~fr/iuit
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"The literal reading of the Lord's Prayer in the vulgar dialect (Orat. Dom.
Arnst. p. 9):-Ei padere ma kih der osmoni. Pak basched nam tu. Beyayed
padschahi tu. Schwad ch.waste tu hemzjunankih der osmon ntz der zemtn.
Bdeh mara jmrouz nln kefaf rouz mara. Wadargudsar mara konahan ma
z:junankih ma niz: migsarim ormln mara. Wodar oz:majisch minedaz mara.
Likin chalas kun mara ez: scllerir. •
Amin. ..-Pontograp!UtJ, p. 222.
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The foUowillj{ is a copy of tae direct writing received on 24th August. but
rej'!Cted by the Spirits as incomplete (see page 575). It may, however, serve
to throw light on the foregoing hst :T/u Kings of PP"sia
From CyrMs •
•
•
•
529 B. c
Cam6yses) C..ambyses sucutded Cyrus dwd ofa wound r«dved from his tnlln Jword
A llfagian
assM'1tM sovn-~ig1tl)• /JMI is jJMIIo dcutk
DariMS Hystaspes
fltade Kingr
522 B.C
1/is son Xn-xes
485 B.C
Jfu tyranny caMSed !tim to bt
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In reply to a question, the following was given on a smalJ card in 16 seconds,
in the presence of Messrs. C. W. Pearce and J. Richardwn, in my own house.
some members of my family and others being also present, on Jan. 24. 1871:-
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The annexed picture, representing the Consecration of an Egyptian Priest,
was given, along with two other drawings, on one of the large cards used for
the direct illustrations of this volume. At a sub>equent sitting we were told
that the fignre on the chair represented a priestess, one through whom the
higher order of priests received the oracles. The figures represent three of
these priests officiating at a consecration.

The two figures below are priests of a lower order-that of the Leopard
Skin. The entire skin of the animal was used for the garment. The duty of
this class of priests was to keep everything belonging to the service of the
temple clean and in proper condition. The other figure is that of a royal
princess. All these figures (we were informed by Hermes) were frequently
engraved on monuments, and in hieroglyphic writings.

ADDENDA.
A FEW of the foregoing illustrations have recently appeared in the Mdium.
On the 5th November, 1875, the Editor inserted the Drawing No. 12, on which
there appears a line of German (sec page 569). This evoked a letter, which
appeared in the same paper of the following week, containing a short criticism
on the German line, which the writer considers "clearly vulgar German," and
" dictated either in fun or gross ignorance." All this might be true, for aught
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HAFED PRINCE OF PERSIA.

I know of German ; I was pleaseJ, however, to see the subject taken up by a
writer ("a German by birth") in the 11/dium ol the 19th November, who points
out the blunders of the critic of the 12th, and maintains that the words as
given "show neither fun nor gross ignorance." I would not have noticed this
controversy, aftt!r what I have said on the subject in pages 561 and 562, but at
our sitting of Nov. 9th, I took notice of the criticism to Steen, who promised
to get some light thrown on it by the Spirit writer on the other side. Accord·
ingly, at our last sitting, Nov. 23rd, the Medium, under the control of Jan
Steen,. lifted a small blank card, and after showing it to each ol the eight per·
son> present, gummed it up within an envelope. He then threw down the
envelope on the table, and asked Messrs. Bowman, Si:npson, and myself :to
write our names or initials on either side. After we had done this, the Medium
got hold of a felt hat and put the envelope and pencil into it. Mr. Bowman
was then requested to take the hat and its contents and lay it on the :top of· a
chest of drawers, in front of which sat four of the company. The :O.fedium was
then tied to his chair in the usual effective way, the gas was td'tned off, and
each one of those present grasped the hands of his neighbour. After the lapse
of three minutes, the signal to light up was made. The hat was then brought
back by Mr. ll. to the table. He was bidden open the envelope and take out
the card, and on this being done, we found written on it very legibly the
following lines : 0 Hdlgu Gmt k~nr ky uns ;;,
0 Holy SpiriJ come in unto 111
This, it will be seen, differs a little from the original on page 569; but the
translation given by the Spirit is essentially the same as that which I got in
1872 from a German in this city.

•.• Notwithstanding careful attention on the part of the artist, some of the
foregoing illustrations do not come out so distinctly as we could desire. For
this no blame rests on the artist : the fault lies in the condition of the tltr~cl
drawings and writings, some of them being soiled and otherwise unfitted for
the process by which photo-electrotypes are produced.
A number of the
Illustrations, and other dir~cl drawing> and writmgs, have been photographed,
and copies may be obtained from Mr. james Bowman, 65 Jamaica Street,
Glasgow.
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