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AUTOMATIC WRITINGTHE

S LADE P R O S E C U T I O N ,

VINDICATION OF THE TRUTH.

“ All this, said David, the Lord made me understand
writing by
his hand upon me, even all the works of this pattern.—1 Chron. cxxviii.,
v. 19.
I do not believe in tbe spiritualistic explanation of the mental
phenomena presented during certain abnormal states of brain.
These phenomena, in all • theirI various phases, have occupied
my serious attention for the last thirty-five years.
W hen I first advocated the necessity of abolishing pain in
surgical operations in the years 1840, 1841, 1842 and 1843, I was
met by jeers, scoffs, ridicule, contempt, and every species of
in su lt; there was not a disrespectful epithet in the whole
vocabulary which was not applied to my efforts to relieve m an
kind from the suffering atten lant on a surgical o p eratio n !
Nor was it until June 11th, 1870, th at my claim—as the original
discoverer—was publicly recognized by the London
, which
in the “ History of Anaesthetic Discovery,” says—
“ Dr. Collyer is, to our minds, the true pioneer after all— the
man who ran f
i
r
s
t
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I am therefore prepared and well-seasoned in the abuse and
calumny which awaits this vindi lation of the tru th —as shown in
automatic writing, and various d)ther mental phenomena, during
exalted states of brain function.
*
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W hen otherwise intellectual and really sensible men talk of
jugglers, conjurors, legerdemain perform ers, tricksters, and other
falsifiers, as being able to im itate some of the phenomena, my
reply is most simple. Is it because a forger im itates a bank-note
so adroitly that it requires an expert to detect the fraud, th a t there
are no real bank-notes ? Is it because a pyrotechnist produces a
meteoric display that there arej no meteors ? The commonminded
man,
be
he
professor
or
doctor
of
medicine,
cannot
raise
*
I
above trickery in explanation o|f phenomena w hich his brain
power cannot grasp or comprehejnd, It is a summary and most
expeditious process in bringing in the aid of a notorious trickster,
or order to extricate oneself from a dilemma. . I t is also a cheap
method of advertizing oneself. W ho could, having the least
refinement and delicacy, have dragged hys m other to a policecourt to give evidence on a subject w ith w hich both were ig n o ran t't
-I never saw so much animus or prejudice displayed by all con
cerned in this most unjust prosecution. The time is not far
distant when the prosecutors will feel ashamed of their conduct.
I am as satisfied of the genuineness of the
*
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AUTOMATIC W R IT IN G
presented by H enry Slade , of th e U nited States, as I am of my
own existence, or that the sun gives light, or is the cause of light,
or of any other physical phenomenon, universally admitted. I do
not find fault with the learned m agistrate, who defined “ palm istry”
to be analogous to these new recondite mental phenomena. Nor
do I blame Mr. Henry Slade for be lieving th at the phenomena are
produced by his deceased wife’s spirit. I am firmly convinced
that if he had not this belief the phenomena would not be pro
duced. B lind eaith is essential to the exercise of will power .
It is the will power, during Jan abnormal or exalted state of
brain which produces all these .varied phenomena, no m atter how
diversified or apparently complicated.
Absolute blind Faith (not exerciseable during the normal state of
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existence) is necessary to the full development of will poweh.
Doubt your own capacity and it ceases to exist. Conviction of
'power is the surest road to success—-“ he who hesitates is lost.”
It is really ridiculously funny to find men of the most ordinary
mental faculties writing of the “ Common Course of Nature.”
All the world believed the postulates advanced by Aristotle, and
these were defined as “ The Laws of Nature,” until Galileo and
Newton demonstrated to the contrary. As to the laws of falling
bodies and gravitation, for two thousand years the whole world
had spoken of the “ Common course of Nature.” “ Common
enough would poor Nature be if interpreted by such conjuring
mechanicians. What is that which we entitle a Law of Nature ?
Is it, as generally conceived an abstract sovereign rule of Divine
authority before the beginning of the world’s existence ? Or is it
only a synthetical epitome of Nature’s operations
such as human
(
experience and assiduity has found out, human ingenuity has
arranged? Here, on this very topic, is an error most prevalent,
even amongst the men best versed in science. They are too apt to
confound scientific theory, conventionally
, as a “ law of
Nature,” as an original principle, established’by the fiat of Omnipo
tence. The poor wretch who has the temerity or foolish hardihood
to question its validity is denounced as an heretic to the order of
Nature herself. Roger Bacon was excommunicated by the Pope
for such a crime, and imprisoned ten years, accused of having
dealings with the Devil. At that period, the 13th century, pro
fessors were bound, under oath, to follow no other guide than
Aristotle. “ There is a wide difference between the idols of the
human mind and ideas of the Divine mind.”
The laws of Nature ” must not lead us astray, against the
delusions towards which the mind constantly yields, of giving to
human construction of Nature's revelations themselves. No
doubt the true elements of all philosophy are identical with those
of the History of Nature, distinguished only by scientific arrange
ment. On the converse it must be admitted that the facts of

\
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N ature, not the theories of man, arc the only certain tests of the
verity of alleged discovery.

It was in the year 1843 that I published a work entitled “ The
Embodiment of Thought.” My researches since then have confirmed
the opinions there first enunciated, that all mental operations were
the reflex of the impressions which had been received through
the senses.
In 1862 I published an article in the “ Spiritual Magazine”
entitled “ Phrenography; or, Mind Writing ” :—‘‘The embodiment
of thought, or the formation of mental pictures, as a consequence
of mental operations during an abnormal or exalted state of brain,
is corroborated by many curious phenomena which accompany a
diseased condition of that organ.” The brain substance, on ex
amination with a powerful microscope, is found to consist of minute
globules. These during every mental act are brought into active
motion; in fine, motion of the brain globules is essential to
thought.”
The medium, or nervous fluid, is so etherial that it pervades all
things, it is the vital element. \ It is the accumulation of this
organised vital element which produces all the varied phenomena
incidental to cerebral function, when embodied during a condition
of semi-mesmeric or trance state, there is then in “ the Medium ”
the power of guidance and direction under the will 'power. The
image of an object powerfully impressed on the brain through the
sense may be projected from the brain on to a sensitive surface, as
in the case of a pregnant woman frightened so as to swoon,
which ensures the necessary condition, for the projection, on to the
body of the child
inutero. Now if the projection f
brain of an embodied idea, without any•/ immediate nervous connection, where is the limit of the brain's power of projection
under conditions favourable and under the guidance of absolute
blindfaith and will power ?
The A utomatic W riting exemplified in David’s receiving the
specification and details of the Temple from the Lord, who made
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him “ understand in writing by his hand upon me all the works of
the pattern,” also the handwriting on the wall at Belshazzar’s feast.
The spasmodic twitchings which invariably accompany the
exalted state of brain power were mistaken by the astute experts
in the discovery of truth. O li! shade of Diogenes, where art
thou ? As to muscular movements which accompany ordinary
w riting on a sla te ! the explanation, as will be fully shown
hereafter, is too supremely absurd to admit of a moment’s consider
ation. Henry Slade actually leaves the United States and arrives
in London to exhibit the fact that he can write on a slate when *on
his knee
! !! This is, in fact, the explanation of these D
come to judgment, these wonderfully clever young men, who cut
the Gordian knot by a sudden impulse of seizing the slate, and
then immediately indulging in such low, vulgar epithets as “ gross
scoundrel,” “ imjmstor,” “ liar,’’which I pronounce to be indications
of ill-breeding, conduct not consi stent with what is usually expected
of persons professing r to be gentlemen.
The only charitable
explanation is, th at these young 'men thought it a fine opportunity
to obtain notoriety. From theij' mode of procedure at Slade’s it
is quite evident th a t two more incom petent or ignorant young men
could not have assumed to investigate so really im portant a subject as
th e subjective and objective phen omena connected w ith the exalted
conditions of the brain during abnorm al states of th a t organ. The
melancholy ignorance is only equalled by the audacity of supposing
th a t the nervous tivitchings w hich invariably accompany these con
ditions of brain, were indications! th a t Slade was moving his arms
in the act of w riting on the slat;e placed on his knee. H ad they
reserved their impulsive ill-conceived speculations until they had
investigated the subject they so arrogantly denounced in such a
summary manner on false conclusions, and without any experience
of the subject to guide them, it would then have indicated some
intellectual capacity to become original investigators, or searchers
after truth.

I f violence and vul gar abuse is to be substituted for

patient, painstaking examination., then we must give these young

men credit for their having revolutionized scientific modes of
investigation. They will some day recognize the necessity that he
who ventures beyond his depth should first know how to swim.
As I have witnessed many persons having, in various degrees, this
brain power, and have examined most carefully all the conditions
when the manifestations took place, I will briefly narrate my
experience with Mr. Henry Slade. I will confine my remarks to
the automatic writing, leaving the various other phenomena for
another occasion to describe. On the 6 th day of October last, at
7 p.m., I called at 8, Upper Bedford Place. I was shown into the
drawing-room, where I found Mr. Henry Slade, Mr. Simmons, and
two young ladies. After some few minutes, Mr. Slade and myself
/
went into a small back room. There were two gas-lights turned on
to their full extent, making the room as light as gas could make it.
Mr. Slade took hold of my hands, and after a few moments he
was in “ the state.” This transition was accompanied by the usual
nervous twitchings. He told me to clean the slate which lay on
the table. I did so, both with a sponge and then with my
handkerchief. I never let go of the said slate, which he placed
under the corner of the table. A small piece of slate pencil was
placed on the upper surface of the slate. In less than ten seconds
the said slate was written on, <i,nd in ten seconds more eight lines
of writing, filling up the entire upper surface of the slate, were
written .
As I have before stated, Mr. Slade believes that this was written
by his wife’s spirit. What he believes is quite beside the fact of
writing occurring under circumst ances that none of your wiseacres
/
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and tricksters could imitate.
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It was Slade’s blind fa ith that the

writing was spiritually produced J that enabled his W ill power to
embody the thought.

Having attended the trial at the Bow-street

Police-court, I heard the childish propositions of chemical pencils,
sympathetic inks, and so forth,
dexterity of Mr. George Lewis

cannot here omit to admire the
writing, and the pure English

and unexceptional smile of self->gratification when the audience

applauded liis wondrous works. T, accordingly, to meet all such
objections, purchased of a stationer in Holborn two white porce
lain slates, 7 inches long, 5 broad ; these I took with me to Slade’s
f
rooms on Friday, Nov. 2nd, at noon. W e retired into the same
room as on the previous occasion. Mr. Slade was full tw enty
minutes, hut entirely failed, and said he had no
I was not
in the least astonished, as I have known persons for weeks to lose'
all power. On the following Sunday, Nov. 5, at noon, I again
visited Mr. Slade. I untied the slates myself, broke off a piece of
Cumberland lead, one-eighth of an inch in length, which I placed
between the slates, and re-tied them together with the tape I had
brought with me. The slates were then placed on the top of the
table, Mr. Slade’s fingers being in contact with the frame of the
upper slate, his other hand was on my own. I distinctly heard
the Aviating going on or being made. On opening the slates these
words were written : —
“ We cannot write with this point of pencil.” —A. W . Slade ..”
I re-tied the slate, and the original piece of pencil.
An ordinary slate, which I arefully cleaned was placed on the
top of the table, on the und^r''surface of the slate, I heard the
writing taking place. I had my elbow on the slate all the time.
On turning the slate I found 49 words written in less than three
minutes by my watch. On returning to the drawing-room I found
a gentleman who had brought a folding-slate with him ; this was
i
written on both sides, that is, the upper and lower surface, inside
the folded part of the slate. There were 64 words. At page 94
of my work, “ Exalted S ates of the Nervous System,” Renshaw,
356, Strand, I use these ords : “ Faith and W ill.—The power of
the Will, in the ordinary'normal state, is confined to the immediate v
acts essential to the functions of life ; but it may be educated
(during an abnormal state) so as to be directed out of or beyond the sir
ordinary channel, so that brain phenomena, or abnormal states,
may be induced at the will of the individual. In order to arrive at
perfect control of the organs not normally under the influece of
the will much time is required.”
.•
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At page 100 I state: “ The embodiment of thought is the
cerebral representation or production of the figure thought of.
If there be sufficient nervo-vital fluid at the command of the
medium, he is enabled to project an embodiment which will, for
the time being, under the direction of the Will-power, manifest all
the conditions of an
independentexistence.'1'
The medium must necessarily be an extremely sensitive person
— even morbidly so. How, then, is it possible that he can be
calm and self-posessed, exercise mental concentration or w ill
power, if he is purposely renderod irritable ; his sensitiveness
wounded by wanton, puerile opposition ? It cannot be expected
that if the necessary conditions to success are destroyed that suc
cessful results can follow. It would be as unphilosophical to break
your watch and then to grumble because it ceased to keep time.
No man is a greater admirer of pure philosophy and close in
ductive reasoning than myself. I also abhor with detestation and
contempt those upstart parvenus in science who imagine that by
coup de main they can solve the most recondite revelations of
brain function. It cannot be forgotten that the College of
Physicians of London ignored both Harvey and Jenner.
It
should not be forgotten that the Royal Society of Great Britain
received the report of Benjamin Franklin’s experiments, showing
the identity of lightning with other electrical phenomena, xvith a
Jr
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shout of laughter.
Napoleon referred the subject of steam navigation to the Academy
of Science. The result was, that the Academy pronounced the idea

to be “ a ridiculous
.noti” W hen George Stephenson fi
posed railroad travelling, how was the idea treated by the British
House of Commons ? Did not his distinguished son, Robert
Stephenson, with all England, ridicule the French project of
digging a canal at Suez ? Still, the British nation a few years
bsequently gave four millions sterling for an interest in the same
anal! Who, fifty years since, would not have been pronounced a
nadman if he had had the temerity to state the practicability of
I

j
s
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holding in a few minutes, communication with his friends i
Australia? Cases could be multiplied showing the ignorance^
the most intellectual on matters which are beyond their kno'
ledge. The universe abounds in mysteries, exciting only tl
barren wonder of the desponding observer, but stimulates t
philosophical to untiring and earnest research. To contradict
past experience is a certain indication of error; to march beyond
it is the truest indication of genuine discovery. If ignorance is
punishable with three months’ hard labour, who could escape
having the amusing task of continually walking up stairs ?
Slade is not responsible for his want of knowledge as to
the modus operandi of the most recondite phenomena connected
with cerebral function. All he knows is, that these phenomena do
occur under certain conditions. It is not because he verily be
lieves that they are produced by the spirit of his late wife, that
such a belief comes within the sphere of criminal jurisdiction. I
am not responsible for Slade’s ideas. I am thoroughly convinced
he is honest in his belief. What concerns myself is the production
of these cerebral phenomena. Of the fact that they are produced
without the least attempt to trickery or fraud, is a conviction
arrived at after thirty-five years’ investigation. That many persons
having partially developed powers, have resorted to deception I
am equally convinced of. I have discovered on many occasions
false representations, but these do not militate against the genuine
phenomena. There is scarcely a subject with which the human
mind is conversant that may not be simulated or imitated so closely
as to deceive and betray the unsuspecting. That the tricks of
conjurors and sleight-of-hand performers should be admitted as
evidence to disprove truthful phenomena is simply preposterous,
and shows how weak must be the cause which calls in such
spurious aid for its support. The presumption and audacity shown
by this class of persons in Slade’s case, is compatible with their
entire want of mental training in philosophical research. The
self-sufficient arrogance of one is so great +v
___ l.ends to
t
*
11

12

*

{nderstand the whole subject of cerebral function during an
halted state! Unconscious cerebration, mental transfer, somnambuim , hysterical coma, magnetic coma, epileptic coma, mental
illucination. and all the varied phases of abnormal brain function,
he ignored with a stroke of the pen.
$ "When I first advocated the truth of the state of somnambulism,
induced by what is known as the mesmeric agency, and the
phenomena connected therewith, no one at the time (1841) gave
~ the least credence to the subject, yet most people exhibited a
deep interest in a subject which opened out an explanation to
~ many conditions of brain, which had been classed as belonging to
the miraculous. The present subject, falsely called “ Spiritualism,’ ’
I am convinced, is another and higher phase of the mesmeric
phenomena.
Let jugglers, conjurors, legerdemain performers, tricksters, and
falsifiers of truth, have their petty triumph : no doubt they will
gratify that portion of the public who are “ pleased with a rattle
and tickled by a straw,'’ people who never, by any accident, think
for themselves, who are prone to laugh at a funny saying, or who
call names and use strong denunciations in lieu of reason, men
who imagine that personal abuse and vindictive ribaldry are
substitutes for argument.
The conjurer never fa ils; he is, in season and out of season,
ready
to deceive and falsify:
No mental conditions are essential
*
V
to his success. W hen I called on Slade, on November 3rd, he had
no power to produce the Automatic W riting.

Like an honest

man, that I firmly believe him to be, he said— “ To day 1 have no
pow er/’

I must not fail to state that he made an effort for full

twenty minutes without producing the least result.
My only object in writing this letter is to vindicate the character
of a stranger
who came with the intention of demono in England
O
strating to the scientific and learned, certain phenomena which lit
had the power of manifesting.

H e is open at all times to meet

fair and dispassionate investigation*
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The theories which he’ conscientiously believes to be produced
by departed persona, no one is compelled to endorse ; let every in 
vestigator judge of the phenomena presented, abstractedly or in
dependently of any dogma propounded.
I feel convinced that if the investigator approaches the subject
with the spirit of a true philosopher, taking time and using every
judicious precaution to satisfy his mind of the genuineness of the
phenomena, he will come to the conclusion, like myself, that
‘: there are more things in heaven and earth than are dreamt of in
his philosophy.1’
Since writing the foregoing, I am much pleased to find that mv
esteemed friend, Captain Kicbard F. Burton, has been brought into
the Slade controversy. No man in the whole sphere of my
acquaintance possesses a clearer intellect or is less clouded by the
fogs of prejudice, bigotry, or superstition. What he states relative
to Mr. Lane’s experience of the Cairo magician is strictly correct.
I will make a full extract, as the subject is so pertinent to the one
under consideration.
Mr. Lane says
“ A few weeks after my second arrival in Egypt, my neighbour
’Osman, interpreter of the British consulate, brought him to m e;
and I fixed a day for his visiting me, to give me a proof of the skill
for which he is so much famed. He came at the time appointed,
about two hours before noon ; but seemed uneasy ; frequently looked
up to the sky, through the vLa-low, aad rera irked that the wea
ther was unpropitious. It was dull and cloudy ; and the wind was
boisterous. The experiment was performed with three boys, one
after another. With the first, it was partly successful; but w ith
the others it completely failed. The magician said that he could
do nothing more that day, and that he would come in the evening
of a subsequent day. He kept his appointment, and admitted that
the time was favourable. While waiting for my neighbour, before
mentioned, to come and look at the performances, we took pipes and
coffee; and the magician chatted with me ou different subjects. H e
is a fine, tall, and stout man, of a rather fair complexion, w ith a
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dark-brown begfd ; i3 sh ab b ily d ressed ; an 1 gon er illy w ea rs a large
green turbap^ b e in g a d escen d an t o f th e P ro p h et. In h is con versa
tion h e is" affable and unaffected. H e p rofessed to me th a t h is w o n 
ders w^re effected b y th e a g en cy o X good sp ir its, b u t to o th ers he
h a s 'Said th e r e v e r s e : and h is m agic is sa ta n ic.
** In preparing for th e e x p e rim e n t o f th e m a g ic m irror o f in k ,
w h ich , lik e som e of her perform an ces o f a sim ila r n a tu r e , is here
term ed ‘ darb e lm e n d e l,’ th e m a g icia n first asked m e for a reed -p en
and in k , a piece o f paper, and a pair o f scissors ; and, h a v in g c u t
off a narrow strip o f pap er, w rote upon it certa in form s o f in v o c a 
tio n , to g e th er w ith an oth er charm , b y w h ic h h e p rofesses to accom 
p lish th e ob ject o f th e ex p erim en t.
H e d id n ot a ttem p t to con ceal
t h e s e ; and on m y a sk in g h im to g iv e m e copies o f th em , h e r e a d ily
con sen ted , and im m e d ia te ly w rote th em for m e ; e x p la in in g to m e,
at th e sam e tim e, th a t th e object h e h a l in v ie w w as accom p lish ed
th ro u g h th e in flu en ce o f th e tw o first w ords, ‘ T arshu n ’ and
* T a ry o o sh u n ,’ w h ich , h e said, w ere th e nam es o f tw o g e n ii, h is
‘ fam iliar sp ir its.’
“ H a v in g w ritten th ese, th e m agician cu t off th e paper c o n ta in in g
th e form s o f in vocation from th at upon w h ich th e other charm w as
w r itte n ; and cu t th e form er in to s ix strips. H e th en e x p la in ed to
m e th a t th e object o f th e la tter charm (w h ic h contains part o f th e
2 1 s t verse o f th e Soorat K af, or 5 0 th chapter o f th e K u r-a n ) w as to
open th e b o y ’s ey es in a supernatu ral m anner, to m ake h is sig h t
p ierce in to w h a t is to us the in v isib le w orld.
“ I had prepared, b y th e m agician ’s d irection , som e fran k in cen se
and coriander seed, and a chafin g-d ish w ith som e liv e charcoal in it .
T h ese w ere n o w brought into th e room , to g e th er w ith th e b o y
w h o w as to be e m p lo y e d : h e had b een called in , b y m y desire, from
am ong som e b o y s in th e street, retu rn in g from a m anufactory ; and
w as about e ig h t or n in e years o f a g e. I n rep ly to m y in q u iry re*
sp ectin g th e description o f persons w h o could see in th e m agic m ir
ror o f in k , th e m agician sat'd th at they were a hoy not a rriv e d a t
puberty, a virgin, a black fem ale slave, an d a p reg n a n t woman. T he
chafing dish w as placed before him and th e boy ; and th e la tter w as
placed on a seat.
T h e m agician n o w desired m y servant to put
some frankincense and coriander-seed in to th e chafing d ish : th en
tak in g hold of th e b o y ’s rig h t hand, h e drew , in th e palm o f it, a
7

magic square. The figures which it contains arc Arabic numerals.
In the centre, he poured a little ink, and desired the boy to look
into it, and tell him if he could see his face reflected in i t : the boy
replied that he saw his face clearly. The magician, holding the
boy’s hand all the while, told him to continue looking intently
into the ink ; and not to raise his head.
“ He then took one of the little strips of paper inscribed with the
forms of invocation, and dropped it into the chafing-dish, upon the
burning coals and perfumes, which had already filled the room with
their smoke; and as he did this, he commenced an indistinct mut
tering of words, which he continued during tne whole process, ex
cepting when he had to ask the boy a question, or to tell him what
he was to say. The piece of paper containing the words from the
Kur-an he placed inside the fore part of the boy’s takeeyeh, or scullcap. He then asked him if he saw anything in the ink; and was
answered, ‘ No’ ; but about a minute after, the boy, trembling and
seeming much frightened, said, ‘ I see a man sweeping the ground.’
‘ When he has done sweeping,’ said the magician, ‘ tell me.’
Presently the boy said, ‘ He has done.’ The magician then again
interrupted his muttering to ask the boy if he knew what a ‘ beyrak ’
(or flag) was; and being answered ‘ Yes,’ desired him to say,
‘ Bring a flag.’ The boy did so; and soon said, ‘ He has brought a
flag.’ ‘ What colour is it ? ’ asked the magician; the boy replied,
‘ Red.’ He was told tp call for another flag, which he did, and
soon after he said that he saw another brought, and that it was
black. In like manner he was told to call for a third, fourth, fifth,
sixth, and seventh, which he described as being successively
brought before him, specifying their colours as white, green, black,
red, and blue. The magician then asked him (as he did, also, each
time that a new flag was described as being brought) ‘How many
flags have you now before you?’ ‘ Seyen,’ answered the boy.
While this was going on, the magician put the second and third of
the small strips of paper upon which the forms of invocation were
written, into the chafing-dish, and fresh frankincense and corianderseed having been repeatedly added, the fumes became painful to the
eyes. When the boy had described the seven flags as appearing to
him, he was desired to say, ‘ Bring tne Sultan’s tent, and pitch it.’
This he did; and in about a minute after, he said, ‘ Some men have
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brought the teat—a large green tent : they are pitching it ’ ; and
presently he added, ‘ They have set it up.’ ‘ Now,’ said the magi
cian, ‘ order the soldiers to come, and to pitch their camp around
the tent of the Sultan.’ The boy did as he was desired ; an l imme
diately said, ‘ I see a great many soldiers, with their tents ; they
have pitched their tents.’ He was then told to order that the
soldiers should be drawn up in ranks; and, having done so, he pre
sently said that he saw them thus arranged. The magician had put
the fourth of the little strips of paper into the chafing-dish ; and
s >on after he did the same with the fifth. He now said, “ Tell
some of the people to bring a bull.’ The boy gave the order
required, and said, ‘ I see a b u ll: it i3 red ; four men are dragging
it along; and three are beating it.’ He was told to desire them to
kill it, and cut it up, and to put the meat into saucepans,
and cook it. He did as he was directed; and descried these
operations as apparently performed before his eyes. ‘ Tell
the soldiers,’ said the magician,
‘ to eat it.’ The boy
did so, and said, “ They are eating it. They have done, and are
washing thier hands. The magician then told them to call
for the Sultan ; and the boy, having done this, said ‘ I see the Sul
tan riding to his tent, on a bay horse ; and he has on his head a
high red cap : he has alighted at his tent, and sat down within it .’
‘ Desire them to briDg coffee to the Sultan,’ said the magician, ‘and
to form the court.’ These orders were given by the boy ; and he
said that he saw them performed. The magician had put the last
of the six little strips of paper into the chafing-dish. In his mutterings I distinguished nothing but the words of the written invoca
tion, frequently repeated, excepting on two or three occasions, when
I heard him say, ‘ If they demand information, inform them ; and
be ye veracious.’ But much that he repeated was inaudible, and as
I did not ask him to teach me his art, I do not pretend to assert that
I am fully acquainted with his invocations.
“ He now addressed himself to m e ; and asked me if I wished the
boy to see any person who was absent or dfead. I named Lord
Nelson, of whom the boy had evidently never h eard ; for it was
with much difficulty that he pronounced the name, after several
trials. The magician desired the boy to say to the Sultan— ‘My
master salutes thee, and desires thee to bring lord Nelson : bring
(
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him before my eyes, that I may see him, speedily.' The boy then
said bo ; and almost immediately added, ‘ A messenger is gone, and
has returned, and brought a man dressed in a black suit of Euro
pean clothes: the man has lost his left arm.’ lie then paused for
a moment or tw o ; and, looking more intently, and more closely
into tho ink, said, *No, he has not lost his left arm, but it is placed
to his breast.’ This correction made the description more striking
than it had been withouc i t : since Lord Nelson generally had his
empty sleeve attached to the breast of his coat: but it was the right
arm that he had lost. W ithout saying that I suspected the boy
had made a mistake, I asked the magician whether the objects
appeared in the ink, as if actually before the eyes, or as if in a glass,
which makes the right appear left.
He answered that they ap
peared as in a mirror. This rendered the boy’s description fault
less.*
“ The next person I called for was a native of Egypt, who has
been for many years resident in England, where he has adopted our
• dress ; and who had been long confined to his bed by illness before
I embarked for this country. I thought that his name, one not very
uncommon in Egypt, might make the boy describe him incorrectly ;
though another boy, on the former visit of the magician, had described
this same person as wearing a Europen dress, like that in which
I lest saw him. In the present case the boy said, ‘ Here is a man
brought on a kind or bier, and wrapped up in a sheet.’ This descrip
tion would suit, supposing the person in question to be still con
fined to his bed, or if he be dead. The boy described his face as
covered; and was told to order that it should be uncovered. This
W benever I desired the boy to call for any person to appear, I paid parti
cular attention both to th emagician andthe ’Osman.
The latter gave no direc
tion either by word or sign, and indeed he was generally unacquainted w ith the
personal appearance of the individual called for. I took care that he had no
previous communication with the boys, aud have seen the experiment fail when
he could have given directions to them or to the magician. In short, it would be
difficult to conceive any precaution which I did not take. It is important to add
that the dialect of the magician was more intelligible to me than to the boy.
When I understood him perfectly at once, he was sometimes obliged to vary hiB
words to make the boy comprehend what he said.
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ho did, and then said ‘ H is face is p a le ; and he has m u stach es, b u t
no beard,’ w hich is correct.
“ Several other persons were su ccessiv ely called for, but th e b o y ’s
descriptions of them were im perfect, th o u g h not a lto g eth er incorrect.
H e represented each object as appearing le ss d istin ct than th e
preceding one, as if h is sig h t w ere grad u ally b ecom in g dim : h e
was a m inute, or more, before he could g iv e an y account o f th e
persons he professed to see before th e close o f th e perform ance ;
and the magician said it w as u seless to proceed w ith him . A n o th e r
boy was then brought in ; and th e m agic square, &c., m ade in hi.s
h a n d ; but he could see n oth in g. T h e m agician said h e w as too
old.
“ Though com p letely puzzled, I w as som ew h at d isap p oin ted w it h
his perform ances, for th e y fell short o f w h a t h e had a c c o m p lish e d ,
in m any instances, in presence of oertain o f m y friends and c o u n 
trym en. On one of th ese occasions au E n g lish m a n p resen t r id i
culed the perform ance, and said n oth in g w ou ld satisfy him b u t
a correct description of the appearance of h is ow n father, o f w h o m ,
h e w as sure, no one of the com pany had any k n o w led g e. T h e
b oy, accordingly, hayin g called b y nam e th e person allu d ed to ,
described a man in a Trank dress, w ith h is hand placed to h is h ead ,
w earing spectacles, and w ith one foot on th e ground, and th e oth er
raised behind him , as if he were step p in g dow n from a seat. T h e
description was ex a ctly true in every r e s p e c t; th e p eculiar p osition
o f the head was occasioned by an alm ort con stan t h e a d a c h e ; and
th at of the foot or leg , by a stiff knee, caused b y a fall from a h orse,
in h u n tin g. I am assured th at, on th is occasion, th e boy a ccu ra tely
described each person and th in g th a t w as called for. On another
occasion, Shakespeare w as described w ith th e m ost m in u te correct
ness, both as to person and d ress; and I m ig h t add sev era l oth er
cases in w h ich th e same m agician has ex cited aston ish m en t in th e
sober m inds of E n glish m en of m y acquaintance. A short tim e
since, after perform ing in the u su al m anner, by m eans o f a b oy, h e
prepared the m agic mirror in th e hand o f a y o u n g E n g lish lad y,
w ho, on looking into it for a little w h ile , said th a t she saw a broom
sweeping the ground w ith o u t anybody h o ld in g it, and was so m uch
frightened that she w ould look no lon ger.
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“ I have stated these facts partly from my own expeiience, and
partly as they came to my knowledge on the authority of respectable
persons. The reader may be tempted to think that, in each
instance, the boy saw images produced by some reflection in the
ink ; but^this was evidently not the case; or that he was a con'
federate, or guided by leading questions
That there was no collu
sion I satisfactory ascertained, by selecting the boy who performed
the part above described in my presence from a number of others
passing by in the street, and by his rejecting a present which I
afterwards offered him with the view of inducing him to confess
that he did not really see what he had professed to have seen. I
tried the veracity of another boy on a subsequent occasion in the
same manner ; and the result was the same. The experiment often
fails ; but when the boy employed is right in one ccse, he generally
is so in a ll: when he gives, at first, an account altogether wrong,
the magician usually dismisses him at once, saying that he is too
old. The perfumes, or excited imagination, or fear, may be sup
posed to affect the vision of the boy who describes objects as appear
ing to him in the ink ; but, if so, why does he see exactly what is
required, and objects of which he can have had no previous parti
cular notion ? Neither I nor otheis have been able to discover any
clue by which to penetrate the mystery ; and if the reader be alike
unable to give the solution, I hope he w ill not allow the above
account to induce in bis mind any degree of scepticism with respect
to other portions of this work.”
Mr. Lane evidently was not the man to be deceived— he took
every precaution to satisfy himself that tin experiments were
genuine, and honestly performed. Had he, when the magician
failed, knocked over the mirror of ink, seized the chafing dish, and
called the magician “ a liar,” “ a scoundrel,” and an “ impostor,’*
it is not likely that he would have been gratified with any subse
quent experiments.
“ The Embodiment of Thought,” or the production of the image
or figure of the object thought of, was evidently transferred from
Mr. Lane’s brain to that of the boy’s brain, which had been ren
dered abnormally sensitive by the inhalation of the fumes from the
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frankincense and the coriander se e d s ; besides, as th e m agician said,
the medium should be “ a boy not arrived at puberty, a virgin, a
black female slave, or a pregnant w om an .”
W e recognise here th at there are certain absolute conditions
necessary to a successful result. So there is w ith every hum an
contrivance. W hat w ould be th ou gh t of men w ho took a sledge
hammer and broke some o f the d elicate parts o f a locom otive
engine, and then commenced abusing th e engineer because he could
not start the train ? Such men w ould get three m onths’ hard labour,
and serve them right w ould be the verdict of the public.
It is only tw o centuries since innocent persons were tortured —
made to confess them selves gu ilty o f sorcery, w itch craft, palm istry,
and then executed in E n glan d / /
On one day no less than ten
persons were led to the gallow s, th e evidence being based on the
mere assertions and incoherent babblings o f children. Sir M atth ew
H ale, Sir James Altham , Sir Edw ard B rom ley, Barons of th e
Exchequer, were the Judges ! ! !
In fine, history is replete w ith th e dreadful tragedies that have
grown out o f false accusations and false prosecutions for imaginary
CRIMES.
W e are now in the Christian period 1876, a period w h en electric
telegraphs encircle the globe— w hen mind holds intercourse w ith
mind— no matter how distant th e locality apart. The wondrous
achievem ents o f the steam engine have been developed in m anufac
ture and travel. S till, an A m eiican citizen in the centennial year of
his country’s independence, is brought to trial in E n glan d , and
„sentenced to three months hard labour by the P olice M agistrate of
Bow Street, London !! W hat for ? it w ill be asked by those who
are not the victim s of popular prejudice, h avin g
, as I
believe, made the m istake of attrib u tin g th e m anifestation o f
abnormal brain phenomena to “ th e spirit o f his departed w ife ” is
his crime. And because these phenom ena are beyond the compre
hension of a class of persons who not having th e power o f philo4
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sophic investigation, raise the hue and cry, “ Imposture ! ”— u Mad
dog— mad dog !! ”
No man should be punished or made amenable to punishm ent
because of his mode of faith.

H is religious

as a rule, is a

matter entirely beyond his choice or control— a mere geographical
accident— as to the place of his birth, his parentage, and early
education. This fact must be universally admitted. I t follows that
we ought to expect liberality, charity and good will amongst those
professing different ideas or dogmas as to the best road to travel. I t
is, however, a notorious fact that no subject excites such acrimony,
hatred, and bitter animosity, as a difference of some speculative
or vague mythical notion relative to the creed we have been acci
dentally taught in our youth !!
One of the bloodiest wars that ever disgraced the human race
arose out of a ridiculous dispute, as to which leg should first enter
the Temple—the right or the le f t ! The present difficulty in the
East of Europe has for its origin the hatred between the Christians
of the Greek Church, and the Mahomedans.
“ Man’s inhumanity to man has made countless millions mourn.”
The Christians are split up into three great divisions— the
Homan Catholics, the Greek Church, and the Protestants, and num 
berless subdivisions— each fancying themselves right and the other
wrong. These differences have been the cause of carnage, persecu
tion, torture, instead of brotherly love andjgood w ill as taught by
Christ: “ A new commandment I give unto you— that ye love
one another.”
It was Slade’s misfortune in this case to have been taught that
there was another, or spiritual, state of existence, which he, like
many other people, has a firm conviction, is true. H e believes that
the brain phenomena, called “ Spiritualism,” emanate from his w ife’s
spirit. Here is the essence— “ the head and front of his offending ”
— in fine, it is this belief which constitutes his crim in ality! !!
a

Mr. Siade has presented to myself phenomena which are not
susceptible of any explanation based on trickery or fraud. Being
thoroughly convinced that the phenomena aie genuine, I should
be alike untrue to my own sense of independence, truth, and honour
if I did not vindicate his honesty of purpose.
What do I care for the smiles or frowns of that class of commonminded, ill-bred men, who settle every controversial subject in
their own minds by resorting to making a wager? “ I will bet you
any amount of money Slade is found guilty ” is the ordinary phrase.
There is another class whose brain-power or calibre, whose range of
thought does not extend beyond the feats of the trickster and the
conjuror. It is men of this quality, order, and degree, who at this
moment are making capital out of the Slade prosecution, and the
general public are deceived by their clumsy tricks and false
explanation of the genuine phenomena I have on several occasions
witnessed at Mr. Slade’s residence. It is most illogical and irra
tional to give credence to the testimony of young men—I mean
ignorant on this subject—who evidently have committed a most
serious mistake as to the modus
operanby which
are produced.
If this evidence is admissible as against Slade, surely those
who have a much superior claim to the public attention and
respect— who have carefully examined the identical phenomena
presented by the identical individual— would not the evidence of the
latter outweigh and counterbalance that of the former, who have
had no experience with regard to so recondite and abstruse a subject
they assumed to investigate ?
There are hosts of cases presented to the Courts which involve
the absolute necessity of an expert giving evidence because of the
want of knowledge on the part of the jury, and oftentimes of the
Judges themselves. This is more particularly the case when the case
at issue involves a complicated chemical or mechanical problem. I f
this is so, how much more necessary should the witnesses who give
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evidence

on a topic involving so much thought and previous

investigations as abnormal brain conditions, be experienced experts.
Tt must not be forgotten that if Mr. Slade were not in an abnormal

state, he could not exercise B lind F aith , and consequently w ould
not be able to use will- power in projecting the embodiment of
thought, which, for the time being, possesses all the attributes o f
an independent existence.
To combat igaoranee and incapacity is a fruitless Sisyphian task .
I f the prosecutors had been competent to have been investigators,
th ey never would have done as they did. T hey ignored the truth,
and actually gave credence to a ridiculous absurdity— nam ely, th at
Slade
11wrote when the slate was an his It reminds one of
the old lady who believed her sailor son when he said that there
were rivulets of rum in Jamaica, because her palate had long fa m i
liarised her to Jamaica rum ; but when he told her that there w ere
flying
fish, she rolled up her eyes in H oly horror at w hat she
believed to be a falsehood. A s Slade has the power of producing
the automatic
writing w ithout trickery or fraud, w hat object w o
there be in his not always doing it genuinely f
The conclusion is irresistible that the prosecutors were
,
which error, at some future tim e, they w ill, no doubt, acknow ledge,
when they have matured their capacity to become original
investigators.
I am preparing for the press a full explanation of the subjective
and objective states of biain during abnormal states of that organ.
In conclusion I must with St. A ustin, say—
“ Let them laugh at me for speaking of things w hich th ey do
not understand, and I must pity them w hile they laugh at m e.”

ROBERT H COLLYER.
London, Nov. 1876.
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