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MODERN

SPIRITUALISM:

EXAMINATION AND EXPOSURE.

By G. H. REDDALLS,
(AN “INFIDEL MEDIUM.”)
—o0—

¢¢ If charnel-houses, and our graves, must send
Those that we bury, back, our monuments
Shall be the maws of kites.”

* * * * * * * *

¢¢ The times haye been,
That, wheh a man’s brains were 6ut, the man would die,
And there an end : but now, they rise again.’
<i” —ch&eﬂz

GLENDOWER—/ can call up spmts from the vasty deep.
Hortspur—Well, so can I

—King Henry IV.

Professional conjurors are utten’ly unable.. to produce any-
thing like the spiritual maniféstations, if subjected to the
conditions imposed on the Medium:. . Even the simple
phenomena—the ‘simplest of all—of table- ‘rapping can only
be produced with the aid of elaborate machinery.—Dr.
SexToN, Editor of the Clristian Spiritualist.
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MODERN SPIRITUALISM,

.

EADING the history of the Witch mania that
afflicted Europe a few centuries ago, one could
hardly credit that mankind—old and young, wise
and foolish—could be so misled by their prejudices
and imaginations, and by the superstitious teachings of
a book which has been characterised by JOHN STUART
MiLL as only fitted for a barbarous age and a barbar-
ous people, were it not that we find its counterpart in
our own day. What has been called Modern Spirit-
unalism might more approFrintely be designated Modern
Witcheraft, for it is simply a revival, under a somewhat
. different form, of the older superstition. The absurd
stories related by Modern Spiritualists are similar in
character to those that were at one time ecirculated by
the believers in witcheraft. The ancient Witch—
withered, ugly, and old—has been superseded by the
modern ‘‘medium,"” —* fat, fair, and forty.” They
are both 'said to travel through the air, but the latter
dispenses with the broomstick which has always been
regarded as requisite to the @rial flights of her proto-
type. The Witches had their * Sabbaths,” at which
they held their midnight revels with the ‘‘imps of
hell,” and mediums now follow the example thus: set
them, and have their ¢ dark seances” at which they
¢ hold communion with the dead.” It might be said
of mediums as it .used to be said of Witches ¢ the
love darkness rather than light, because their deedyn
are evil.? |
It is a standing argument with Spiritualists that no
one can examine the claims of Spiritualism honestly
and without prejudice for even a few months  without
being convinced of its truth. Those who presume to
criticise its claims are accused of prejudice and
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4 MODERN SPIRITUALISM.

ignorance, and of the unfairness resulting therefrom.
So far as [ am concerned, at least, this argument pos-
sesses no force whatever. By the force of circumstances
I was thrown into the society of Spiritualists, conversed
with them, read their literature, and attended their
meetings regularly for about two years. No one could
have given it a fairer examination. At the time I
commenced my inquiry I was a Christian, though
slightly heterodox and dissatisfied with the prevailing
modes of faith, and was in a state of mind most
favourable to the acceptance of Spiritualisin if proof
of its truth had been forthcoming. No proof, however,
was ever given me, and when I ceased to attend so-
called Spiritual seances reiularly, I could sincerely de-
clare, as I donow, that throughout my experience of
¢ gpiritnal manifestations, ” I have seen nothing which
might not be accounted for without appealing to the
Spiritual theory. My experience of ‘¢ Spiritualism”
only helped to destroy my faith in Christianity—for
which I am grateful—while it failed to convince me
that it had anything better to offer. I commenced my
investigation a Christian—I closed it, an opponent of
all supernaturalism. ;

T'o those who wish to know how credulous and su-

rstitious man can be, I would say—study Spiritualism,

ta history is one of self-delusion and wilful deception
—self-delusion, on the part of the honest dupes of the
movement, and wilful deception practised by many
. who are living upon the simplicity of the credulous be-
lievers.

Modern Spiritualism may be said to date its origin
just a quarter of a century back. The first systematic
communication with the invisible world was opened in
the house of a Methodist, named Fox, at a little village
«called Hydesville, on the outskirts of New York, in
1848. The Fox family soon became notorious, and
vigitors thronged to the * haunted house,” and as a
charge of one dollar for admission was made, there can
be little doubt the occupants were materially as well
as spiritually benefited. The mania for spirit-rapping
and table-tuining rapidly spread throughout America
and extended to England, where, however, it received a
sudden check from the hands of the great electrician,
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MODERN SPIRPIUALISM. ¢

Professor FARADAY, who demonstrated that where wil-
ful deception was not practised the movements of the
tables  were due to involuntary muscular action.
Though checked for a time the believers were not con-
vinced, . The spiritual hypothesis was far more con-
genial to their minds the purely natural one.
1hey increased in numbers in England and America,
and, in fact, extended their influence throughout
Europe. To-dA{u:re are told that the believers are
numbered in d by thousands while in America
they are numbered by millions.

'L he rapid &pread of a belief, however, is of no value
as evidence of ita truth. The claims to acceptance of
no ‘*ism "-ean be judged by the number of its adherents,
If it were otherwise, the practice of idolatory would be
a duty, and the divine origin of Mormonism would
have to be admitted. What is wanted is proof of the
trath of that which is believed. THistory has furnished
8o many proofs of the ‘‘ madness of crowds” that the
expression has become proverbial, and rational men de-
cline te follow in the wake of one without good reason.
Man is naturally a superstitious animal, but his
supersiition is but the measure of his ignorance. Spirit-

ists witness ‘ manifestationa” the eauses of which
they are unable to discern, and they at once ignorantly
ascribe them to * spirit. power.” As GrorGe Hgxry
Lzwes has pointed out, Spiritualistic logic, by a com-
mon fallacy, * eonfounds the cause it does not know
with an unknown cause.” Spiritualistic ** facts,” as a
rule, are as unreliable as their syllogisms are fallacious.
Very few Spiritualists appear to acknowledge that man
does not always see what he thinks he sees, thas he is
apt to draw false inferences from appearances and
credit them as the evidence of his senses,—to take the
creation of his own imagination for real objective
existences.

With the Spiritnalist it is a settled question that after
having ¢ shuffled off this mortal coil” he atill retains
conseiousness, and can communicate with the friends he
has left behind. With pretensionstoscientific knowledge
which they do not possess and an affectation of Free-
thought, Spiritualists combine a dogmatic belief in the
most outrageous and mischievous superstitions,
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6 MODERN SPIRITUALISM.

Nolhing appears to be too incredible for their accep-
tance, e miracles of CHRrisT are scarcely to be
compared with the wonders of Spiritualism. The Four
Gospels are eclipsed by the papers published in the in-
terests of the new religion, The accounts of a tablo
dancing a polka or a ghost” appearing in regimentals,
of a spirit coming down a chimney and blackening the
faces of the persons present or sitting to have its pho-
tograph taken, of the transportation of a medium a
distance of forty miles through the air or the appear-
ance'of the ghost of a water-bottle, are related with
the utmost seriousness in Spiritual periodicals, - Ae- -
cording to these publications spirits are not content
thus to * revisit the glimpses of the moon,” but they
interfere in worldly affairs in a manner which, if true,
would make one desire them to return whence they
came as 8peedily as possible. It must be anything '~
but consoling to believe that we are surrounded with
innumerable mischievous sprites, who delight ia
damaging our furniture, and who are only watching
an opportunity to run away with any little valuable
one may have in one's house, and convey it into the
possession of a medium, We read of this kind of
thing being done, and the editor of the Medium
and Daybreak, the principal organ of the Spiritualists
in England, admits that, though it is rather unfor-
tunate, many of the spirits will be 8o mischievous. "'

The Spiritual theory is as uninviting as it is unsatis-
factory. One might easily be excused for preferring
annihilation to being ushered into a world, the occupants
of which appear to have no mere elevating employment
than knocking tables and chairs about, playing on ac-
cordians and tambourines, and talking high flown
rhodomontade—similar to Mrs. Cora L. V. Tsippan"a
“ ingpirations ”’—to those who are willing to pay for and
have patience to listen to it ; and all this fer the sole
benefit of a few men and women in the “apirit trade,”
whoadvertiseregularly their ¢ placesof birsiness” where
strangers may ‘ prove all things, and hold fast that
which is good,” on payment of from ove shilling to
two guineas, or even more, the ¢ terms” ‘¢ donation,”
or ‘¢ fee,” as it is variously called, depending upon the
reputation of the mnedium.
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MODERN, SPIRITUALISM. =

I do not charge all * gpirit mediums” with bein
guilty of intentional imposition. On the contrary
have met with a few whom I believe to be thoroughly
honest. 1 believe these deceived themselves before
they commenced to deceive others, Besides, the

henomena they professed to have the power to pro-

uce, with the help of the spirits in attendance upon
them, were of a comparatively simple character, and are
easily explainable without acce tin? any supernatural
hypothesis. I have invariably found that those
mediums with whom I have come in contact who lay
claim to extraordinary powers, unexplainable by any
natural hypothesis, were persons who were least
worthy of credit. "Their characters were either bad or
weak. I could give several instances of the dishonesty
of some mnediums and the propensity for “ evolving
facts from their inner cons:iousness™ possessed by °
others. One medium, in Nottingham, through whom
some wonderful revelations were said to have been

iven, was eventually charged at the Police Court
with robbing the widow lady with whom she resided,
and whom she had im[;nod uson with pretended comn-
munications from her husband. Another case is that
of an apparently mpeohblt:(fonng lady who was at one
time a medinm. She related an Account of a seance
which she had attended, and at which a small table
had danced about the room without haman eontact!
Pereeiving that I appeared incredulous she assured meo
it was true. Upon asking who were present besides
herself, the names of several geutlemmen were given,
with one of whish I wasacquainted. I ealled upon him
a few days afterwards when 1 wasinformed that he was
favourably disposed towards Spiritaalism, but he
pever in his life saw anything of the kind. He had
never been present at a seance at which a table had
moved without eountact !

Iam pr:Ftred to adwnit the ordinary manifestations
of table tilting and turning, and evsn the simplest
forms of trance * mediumship,” but «ll these kinds of
phenomena are explainable withont plungiug iuto the
supernatural. Professor FARADAY years ago demon-
strated that the phenomena kuowu us “ tuble turning ”
was due lo unconscious muscular action, and, wherg
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8 MODERN  SPIRMUALISM.

the honesty of the ‘‘ mediums” is beyond question,,

table-tilting may be proved to be the result of the
same cause. Involuntary muscular action frequently
takes place in obedience to a dominant idea. . This
fact is illustrated in the history, of alinost all those
epidemie religious delusions which have appeared and
are nppesrixle in the world. The Convulsionaries,
Irvingites, Jumpers, Quakers, and Shakers, besides
Spiritualists, might be ¢cited as cases in point. .[Under
the influence of an idea, - men,. women, and children
have thrown themselves into convulsions, have jumped

about until they have fallen down upon the ground.

from- . sheer  exbaustion, and have jabbered a lot of
twaddle under the impression that they were talking
in unknown tongues. . 4 :
That the communications purporting to come from,
the spiris;land are but a reflex. of the medium's own
thoughts and, desires, is practically admittel. by
Spiritnalists, for they endeavour to account for the sim-
ilarity existing betweem the communications.ani ithe
knowledge and.thoughts of the medium, by the hypo-
thesis that like attracts like—that spirits are attracted
towards those in the flesh having similar mental
characteristics to their own—an ingenious theory. to.
aecount for a suspicious fact. 1 once attended.a seance
in Birmingham,at which the medium was a Mrs, Dowas.
There were about eight persons present, , The roomn was
darkened and we sat round the table. . After a short
time the table began to rock, and several questions

were asked and replied to ; one knock signifying +* No,” !

and three knocks *‘ Yes.” A ‘spirit”, expressed. its |
wish to eommunicate with one of the persons gitting at .
the table. - Several of the sitters asked if with them,

but a negative reply was given to each. 1 then asked,
“ Is it with me?” ¢ Yes.” ¢Is it my Grandmother
Trompsox ?” The table hesitated a, moment, and then
replied, ‘* No.” ¢ Is.it Cousin JoEN ?” ¢ Yes.” Have
you seen Grandmother TroMPsoN and Cousin Ellen in
the spirit world.,” “Yes.” ¢‘How many miles
from here is the place where you resided when in the
flesh ?” The table knocked out “ Seven.” This con-
versation appears on the face of it clear and satisfactery,
but, unfortunately for the credit of the spirits, Grand-
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MODERN SPIRITUALISM. 0
wother TroMPSON and Cousins JOHN and ELLEN were
purely mythical personages, and even Spiritualists could
not imagine the poasibility of a spirit that never existad
replying to questions. - It isevident that the medium
was led astray by my Jeading questions, and the replies
were in accordance with the ideas with which - I pur-
posely impressed her. |

It is urged that the evidence of the many respectable
witnesses of * spiritual phenomena " must have some
weight.. In reply to this, I'object to the valne of any
testimony to the occurrence of phenomena opposed to
all that has been learned of the order of Nature and
the processes employed in carrying on her operationa.
I do not say the testimony cannot be true. 1 only say
that to me it appears easier to believe that a man lies,
or has been deceived, than that what appears directly
opposed to experience of the facts of Nature should be
true. Something more than testimony is required, and
that is—demaenstration.. Again, in the more extraor-
dinary occurrences stated to have taken place a mani-
fest motive exists for deception. They principally take

lace in the houses or in the presence of mediums who

ave a direct and pecuniary interest in keeping up the
delusion. Someidea of the value of * testimony?” in
proving ‘¢ spiritual ghenomenq. " can be gained by the
fact that respectable witnesses have testified to the
genuineness of manifestations, which havebeen admitted
to have been produced by trickery, as is abundantly
proved in the Appendix.

1t is, however, of the more remarkable phases of so- |
called “ spirit  phenomena,” and the pretensions of -
‘¢ physical manifestation mediums ” that I have to write. '’
It is persons like those who played upon: the credulity
of Professor CROokEs, who did his best to dignify
Spiritualism by attributing their trickery to ¢ psychic
force,” that I have to expose. :

Nearly all the principal ¢ Spirit Mediums '’ have, at
one time or another, been exposed and denounced as
impostors. -On one occasion, some months ago, at a
seance held in London, a Mr. VoLckmaN threw his
arms round. the waist of what purported to be the
‘“ gpirit ” of * Katey King,” but which he suspected,
with very good reason, to be the ¢ medium,” Miss
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10 MODERN SPIRITUALISM.

Florence Cook. The “spirit” instead of *‘ melting
into ‘thin air,” as orthodox spirits are said to do,—
scratched Mr. Volckman’s face! Mr. Volckman was,
however, compelled to let the * spirit ” have its liberty,
as he was at once violently assdnlted by the Spiritua{
ists present, and the medinm then made her escape.

Another' “ lady medium,”' a Miss SHOWERS, was
detected some time ago by Serjeant Cox with a white
Lead-dress on, witlt the aid of which she was simalat-
ing a * spirit form.” _

r. MONCK, another ‘fcelebrated medinm,” was
denounced sorme time ago as a trickster by Mr. SIMKIss,
a Spiritualist of Wolverhampton, with whom he had
becn staying.

At a seance at which the far-famed Mrs, GurPY was
present, Dr. EDMONDS exposed an attempt at fraud. A
sheet of paper was placed in a portfolio upon the table.
Just before commencing the seance it was proposed .
that the paper should be marked, and upon the port-
folio -being reopened for this purpose it was discove
that what had seemed to be an ordinary sheet of
quarto letter paper, wds in reality three-quarters of a
twice-folded sheet, the third quarter being folded in-
wards, and containing an elaborately drawn figure of an
angel. 1f this had not been detected there can be little
doubt it would have been palmed off as a genunine
“ spirit drawing.” "

correspondent of the ¢ Eaglish Mechanie,” (April
10, 1874), says :—In 1871 Mr. SpiLiLER did actually
catolh Mr. HoME pushing a table, tilting up the legs of
his chair, &c., while Mr. CROGKES, poor credulous Mr.
Crookks, sat by taking notes in the most childlike
faith that the dear spirits were active agents in' the
production of the movements.” When Mr. HoME was
subjected to a strict test by scientific men at St.
Petersburgh, the seance was a complete failure, and
Mr. HoMt found himself “unable” to give them
another trial. ‘

Mr. and -Mrs. HoLmES, who lately left London for
America, hate been exposed in that country by the
young woman whom they had engaged to personate
the spirit of ‘ Katey King,” and both ROBERT DALE
OweN and Dr. SLADE, who had given thoeir testimony
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MODERN SPIRITUALISM. 11

to the genuineness of the phenomena, find themselves
humiliated by the knowledge that they were deceived,
and are now doing thoeir utmost to remedy ag much as
possible the evil which has been done. The Doctor has
bought from the publishcrs of his book on *¢ John and
Katie King” every volume on hand, some two or three
hundred dollars’ worth, and has ordered its publication
to be discontinued. el
Mr. HERNE, who, at the present time; gives seances
at the Spiritual Institution, was denounced two or
three years ago, by a brother Spiritualist * for lending
himself to the production of shain spirit photographs,”
his then partner in the * spirit business™ (Mr.
WiLLIAMS), and a Mr. HupsoN, (who styles himself a
gpirit photographer), being also implicated in the im-
posture. me time after this the following was
iuserted in a leader in the Medium and Daybreak,
apparently written by its editor, Mr. J. BURNS:—% We .
may, perhaps, in this place mention the fact that'Mr,
HERNE has been circulating the report that the face of
*John King,” as exhibited at Mr. WILLIAMS' seances,
is a fabrication, and that he assisted inthe fraud while
he was in partnership with Mr. WILLIAMS. . | . .
Recently we have had a series of special sittings' with
Mr. WILLIAMS, that an artist might make 'a‘gsketch of
¢ Johun King’ in daylight for publication as an engraving
in Human Nature. At the last seance Mrs. BURNS held
Mr. WiLLiaMs through one of the doors of the cabinet
all the time ¢ John King’ manifested. When this was
told to Mr. HERNE he had the boldness to say that he
could simulate such a manifestation himself. He tells
those who have leisure to listen to him that he krows
that the agents of all the mediums frequent a shop in
Houndsditch to purchase masks in which to simulate
spirit faces.” In the ¢course of a two nights’ debate 'on
“ Spiritnalism” I had with Mr. Burxs in Yorkshire, I
asked the question, How is it that Mr. HERNE, after
this confession, is still allowed to earry on Lis seances
at the Spiritual Institution in London ? The only reply
I could obtain from Mr. BURNS was, that HERNE was a
‘¢ pig-headed fellow,” and accustomed to take too much
to drink. He (Mr. BURNS) “never said HERNE was a
discreditable person. It was Mr. HERNE who called
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12 MODERN SPIRMTUALISM.

himself a cheat and impostor. He only quoted Mr.
HERNg'S own words, and did not believe him, when he
said so, When a man was down he would mot push
him down more, and he therefore allowed Mr. HERNE
to carry on his seances under strict test conditions.”
This needs no comment on my part. I need only say
that Spiritualists’ ‘* strict test conditions” serve the
purpose of preventing exposure far better than of pre-
venting impostare.

Messrs. Bastiax and TAYLOR, two other London
mediums, were exposed a month or two ago, while
holding seances in Holland. A light being introduced
into the room by means of electricity, fﬁ BASTIAN
was detected holding the Guitar over the head of onme ,
of the sitters. The following ingenious if not Ingenu-
ous, theory has been advanced by The Spiritmalist to
explain‘this kind of exposure: ‘‘The same rapid re-
treat of the hands which made the handle of the in-
strument fly towards Mrs. Fay [another medium], has
. often. been observed when deceitful persons, amon
ostensibly friendly sitters, hayve struek lights at dar
seances j on such occasions the instruments have been
seen flying towards—and sometimes actnally within—the
outstretched hands of the mediums, much to thelr
chagrin, the materialised hands and the real hands being
drawn towards each other by the necessitated sudden
union of the two.” The Editor of the Medium says :
“ A light is suddenly introduced into a seance, and
figures, of course, are for a moment seen holding the
instruments, but these figures ara much nearer to the
mediam than they ought to be, or in fact they become
incorperated with him, and hence the unscientific obsetr-
ver or novice at once blazes it abroad that the medium
was enacting the manifestations. Not so., The spirit-
figure being in great part derived from the medium'’s
body, must return to it again, and it is this process of
agsimilation that causes the observer to suppose that
it is the medium himself. The whole is over in an in-
stant, and an idea of trickery having prepossessed the
mind of the sitter, he is convinced that he sees the
medium hold the instrument, and the shortness of the
time does not enable him to verify his observation,”

UNIVERSITY }f_ii!F WISCONSIN



MODERN . SPIRITUALISM, 13

In referring to a seance, the mediums as which were
Messrs. EaLixcroN and Haxsy, Mr. BUrns, the editor
of the Medium and Daybreak, in the issue of that paper
for March 12, 1875, says: “ We have recéived a host
of letters on this seance and a previous one held at the
same place. The general opinion is that not only
mismanagement but gross trickery on the part
of the n%irit-face medium was too plainly apparent.
We think it quite unnecessary to print the letters
pointing this out, as a trickster is too contemptible
an object to warrant so much attention. The person
who would endeavour to simulate the spiritual
phenomena is below the level of a rogue, He is a fool
and a madman—not only so, but a moral suicide, and
stands condemned by his own'acts, which generally
commit him at the first trial. We do not pass any
judgment in this case as we were not presens, and the
phenomena. under unfavourable conditions sometimes
take an anomalous form even when perfectly genuine.”
I should be inclined to admire the ¢ honest indignation *
of Mr. Burns were it not for the fact, that he rather
inconsistently gives facilities to confessed cheats to

- ““gimulate the spiritual phenomena,” and impose 13:011

* the public, and encourages mediums to keep at their
work after they have been repeatedly- exposed. He
either does this with the intention of assisting impos-
ture, or he is 8o credulous that he would rather accep$
the Spiritual hypothesis and believe a medium to be a
liar when he confesses to being a trickster, than he
would accept the confession and believe the medium
to have repented of his imposture. ,

" Professor CROOKES has just been subjecting 8 Mrs.
FaY, another medium, who charges 10s. admission to
her sconces, to 8 number of pseudo-scientific tests, so

_transparent in their character, and offering such facili-
' 'ties for trickery on the part of tho medinm, that the
Professor’s credulity in accepting the tests as satiafac-
. toryis far more to be wondered at%hm that the “medium
should be able to produce the phenomena she did. It
would take up too much space to describe Mr, CR0oOKES'S
so-called scientific tests, and I will therefore only say
that either nl:‘ﬁau or my ‘fellow medium,” Mr. Jorx
. BusseLL wou ,undertai‘ ake to produce exactly similar
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14 'MODERN SPIRITUALISM.

henomena, if placed under the same conditions as Mrs.
B‘n’ is reported in the Spiritualist to have been placed.
Personally I have heard little of the history of Mrs.
Fay, but the following extract from the Medium and
Daybreak will show that her ¢ mediumship’* like that
of all the other ¢ physical manifestation mediums”
that have been for any length of time before the public,
has been the subject of considerable suspicion, The
M, and D. says:—*‘ The genuireness of Mrs, Far's
mediumship has been widely guestioned—as, indeed,
has been the probity of every other medium—
more particularly gecausa she permitted herself to be
adverg':ed and exhibited in showman fashion. The
phenomena occur at her seances with such pre-arranged
regularity, that many cannot escape the snspicion that
the experiments are a series of tricks, inscrutable
to the public, but capable of imitation by experta.
Others again boast that they can permit themselves to
be tied and then perform ¢ all her tricks.” At the pre-
sent moment the showman who worked her seances at
Hanover Square is imitating her manifestations by the
reproduction of the old advertisement and the exhibition
of a ¢ phenomenon’ in the very unspiritual figure of a
young lady in tights!” ‘

I will now give a brief account of the exposure in
Birmingham, in which Mr. JouN RUsseLL and myself
were the prime movers. It is unnecessary to state the
whole of the particulars here. Suffice it to say that
having been repeatedly assured by Spiritualists that it
was impossible to imitate the so-called spirit phenomena,
we determined to test the matter for ourselves. We
gave seances twicc a week for nearly three months. In
consequence of our known opposition to Spiritualism
Spiritualists came fo the seances, :g? suspicious of
trickery, but they went away convinoed that the mani-
festations were genuine spirit phenomena. Reports
were published by Spiritualists in their own papers, in
which the ‘ phenomena were repeatedly declared to
be genuine. In these reports the public were told that
the most extraordinary occurrences took place under
strict test conditions, that every means were taken to
prevent fraud, that ‘“Mr. Reddalls was courteous
and wished to give everything a fair trial,” and that
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MODERN SPIRITUALISM. ' 13

¢ the, circle was conducted by Messrs, Reddalls and
Russell with all fairness and honesty, affording to each
the fullest opportunity of investigating the phenomena.”
Four “ clairvoyants ”” have been present at ‘* the infidel
mediums’” seances, and have declared the phenomena
to be genuine spirit manifestations, while the
Spiritualists declared that if there were trickery the
‘ geoing mediums” would detect it. Alas, for the
credulity of man! The ‘¢ clairvoyants " did not detect
trickery, but stated they saw spirits producing the
phenomena! One Spiritnalist offered £5. to anyomne
who could produce the same manifestations by trickery.
Throughout the whole of these seances both myself
and Mr. RussiLL—the * infidel mediums "—have de-
clined to give any opinion as to the cause of the phe-
nomensa, invariably stating that the facts ahouls be
judged by themselves, the audiences being advised to
impose conditions that would render it unnecessary to
trust to the word of anyone, At last we made the an-
nouncement that the whole of the manifestations had
been produced by trickery. To the amazement and
, mortigcation of the Spiritualists we informed them
that they had been cruelly hoaxed, and that what they,
in their unsuspecting innocenee, thought to be
Spiritualism, was merely Reddalls-and-Russellism.
. Dr. Sexton, in his ‘ Spirit-mediums and Conjurors,”
published last year, laid down the proposition that
¢ Professional conjurers are utterly unable to produce
anything like the spiritual manifestations, if subjected
to the eonditions imposed on the medium,” and he
also made the additional statement, ‘‘ Even the simple
phienomens—the simplest of all—of table-rapping
can only be produced with the aid of elaborate
machinery,” We have proved in the most practical
mMARNET: tga falsity of both assertions. Wehave, with-
- out the aid, of elaborate machinery, produced not

i metely the table-rapping but every kind of so-called

spirit phenomens, and we have produced them under
donditions which  Spiritualists admit professional
“ gpirit mediums " never submit to, and yet our seances
have been successful. We even set apart one night a
week on which we submitted to any oconditions the
audience chose to impose, a thing which professional
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“ gpirit mediums " have never dared to do. The suc-
cess of this exposure may be judged from the fact that
many of the Spiritualists who attended the seances,
still decline to believe that the manifestations were
produced by trickery, still clinging to the belief that
they were genuine spirit phenomena. The exposure
was fatal to the pretensions of the clairvoyants, and in

, self-defence they refuse to admit that thcy have been

“s0ld.” Birmingham Spiritualists ‘“know ” that the
manifestations which took place in the presence of the
“infidel mediums * were “ genuine spirit phenomena.”

‘and they ¢ could not possibly have been produced by

trickery.” Poor deluded simple-minded mortals! how
thely strain at & gnat and swallow a camel! :

' It is urged by some Spiritualists, that, even granting
that the whole of the manifestations at our seances
were produced by trickery, that would bé no proof
that there was no genuine epirit phenomena. This
might be replied to by drawing attention to the
fact that the onus of proof lies on the shoulders of
those who maintain the existence of such phenomena,
and we have furnished conclusive proof that the wmani-
festations hitherto relied on by Spiritualists to prove
their case can be produced by trickery. 'We have fur-
nishéd presumptive proof against the genuineness of all
so-called spirit phenomena. We have shown how
easily well-meaning men may be deceived, and conse-
quently how unreliable is human testimony on matters
of this kind. We have also directly exposed the
pretensions of those “ clairvoyants "’ who testified to the

nuineness of the phenomena produced at our seances.

Another way in which Mr. RussaLL and myself have in-
directly shown the folly of Spiritualism is by the fact
that we held our seanoes nearly three months, two and
three times & week, and yet during the whole of that time
not a single Spiritualist discovered one. solitary trick.
Had Spiritualism been true is it ‘oredible to sypone
that the Spiritualists would net, by the aid of the
spirits, have been=able to expose our tricks ? /. Some of
the ‘¢ professionals ”’ in London—for instance, Messrs.
HeeNE, WiLL1AMS, BASTIAN, and TAYLOR—e¢ould have
exposed a few of them without consulting the inhabi-
tants of ‘‘the land beyond the river,” for they have
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MODERN SPIRITUALISM. 1y

practised them often enough themsclves. they did not
however, wish to spoil the trade! .

It is said that “ Spiritualism is the only theory that
squares with all the facts.” Isthis true? Supposing
it were true that the ‘ facts of Spiritualisma 7 were
unexplainable by mundane causes, does the.
Spiritual theory explain anything? Sapposing the
genuineness of all the facts claimed by Spiritualists

. were granted, how can they be explained by the.

Spiritual hypothesis? Is the suspension of a table in
the air without any visible means of support any proof
that the attributes of inan’s brain exist after the brain
itself is destroyed ? If such an occurreuce ever took
place can the hypothesis of the existence of ¢ spiritual
bodies ’—whatever they may be—explain it.? What
is a spiritual body, and how can it affec' uulevial
substances ? Canit be shown to be equal to wie produc-
tion of the phenomenon cited? It is no answer to this
to say that it does do so, for that is the very point in
dispute. We are told, however, that intelligence is
manifested in the movements of the table. Well, what
then ? Would that be any proof that it was the intélli-
gence of a friend whom one knew to be dead? 1fit
pointed to any conclusion at all it would be the utter ab-

. surdity that the tableitself wasintelligent, and that vader

certain conditions, it could manifest its intelligence to
man! Iwill go even farther to test the value of the
Spiritual theory. Allowing for the moment that facts
occur proving the existence of intelligent beings not
cognisable bv man in the ordinary manner, what
proof does the Spiritual theory afford that they are
what they represent themselves to be. It may be said
that they give proofs of their identity—that they com-
municate things only known to themselves when on
earth. Granting even this, there is no evidence to
show that the same information conld not be obtained
by other beings than man, admitting the possibility of
the existence of such beings, Some Christians admit
the appearance .of all the phenomena that cun be elaimed
by Spiritualists, but maintaie it is th: work of evil
spirits, and this theory is quite as well; if not better,
supported by facts than that ordina:ily put forward by
Spiritualists. It is urged against this Christian view

e e ——
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of the matter, that “a house divided against itself
cannot stand,”—that the fact that charity, morality,
and mercy, are inculeited through some medinmes,
proves the intelligence cannut be evil. There is no
force in this argument, however, for the Devil would
not be half 8o clever as e is accredited with Leing if
he did nothing but evil, for he would soon get found
out., SHAKSPERE has told us ‘“ the devil hath power to
assume a pleasing shape ” that he may more effectually
carry out his ends.

The Spiritual theory is unproved and unprovable,
and the information imparted through ‘“ mediums” is
absurd, useless, and unbrelizble. For instance a
“ spirit face,” said to have been seen repeatedly at
seances in London, is represented to be that of “ Katey
King,” who left this earth sphere for the other world
300 years ago. According to one witness “ Katey ” is
a “ perfect type of the Eastern style of beauty,” while
other authorities state that she has a ¢ broken nose”
and a “cut lip!” Imagine a ghost with a broken nose !
yet Spiritualists believe this, in spite of the repeated
exposures of Spiritual mediums.

Judged by its fruits, Spiritualism stands condemned.
It has nothing to offer worthy of acceptance. It fails
in its facts, and it fails in its theory. It originated in,
and has been kept up by, imposture, self deception,
and credulity. P1‘he communications purporting to
come from another world are generally trivial,
frequently misleading, and contain no information
which might not be obtained by other and better
means, 'The most fatal objection, however, to this
latest epidemic delusion is the effect it has upon those
who come under its influence. Dr. EDMUNDS, to whom
I have before referred, informs us that out of a com-
paratively small number of persons who were con-
spicuous as advocates, or ‘mediums,” during the
investigation made by the committee of the Diualectical
Society, one person had been the subject of well-marked
mental illness, and another had been confined in a
lunatic asylum, and I have myself known two cases of
¢ mediums " who have been driven into an asylum by
this Spivitual mania. I cannot give better testimony
upon this point than that of a Spiritualist who writes
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as follows in the Medium : ** Evil digposed spirits are
continually plunging their mediumistic victims into all
sorts of troubles, including every species of crime, and
I believe our gaols and lunatic asylums are filled with
such, and the swaggering drunkards of our streets are,
for the most part of this class)’ "he same writer
observes: ¢ Persons who live grossly, and derived
their chief enjoyment in the earth-life from the grati-
fication of their bodily senses, seem to endure a large
amount of bodily suffering in the next state, and they
are generally driven by their cravings to seek out
media upon earth through whose bodies they can
continue to gratify the horrid passions which have
grown up in their nature. 1 truly believe that many
of our drunkards, gamblers, and even murderers, are
urged upon their reckless course by spirits in this way,
merely to gratify in the persons of their victims the
vicious propensities or spiteful feelings they have ac-
quired.” 'This is a fitting set-off to the arguinent
derived from the consolatory power of the belief in
Spiritnalism. What a consolation ! It is not sufficient
that we have an army of scoundrels in this world, but
we must cope with a larger army in another, with the
additional consolation that ‘‘ an evil spirit is much less
dangerous in the body than out of it !” I remember
once reading a statement in the Medéum and Daybreak
that there are insane spirits and lunatic asylums in the
other world! Taking the reported doings of the
spirits into account the asylums would probably be well
filled, though there must be a difliculty in procuring sane
keepers.

In conclusion I agk, what is the utility of Spiritualism?
What does it offer to man? Is it calculated to make
him wiser, better, and happier? The only thing that
can be urged in favour of it is that if true it proves
that the termination of this earthly life is not the end
of man’s conscious existence. Nfr T. M. SiMPKiIss, a
Spiritualist, in his evidence before the London Dia-
lectical Society, admitted that ‘Beyond solving the
important question, ‘ If a man die shall he live again?’”
there is to him *‘little that is consistent or reliable in
what is reyvealed through different mediums,” The
future existence of the §piritualist, however, is a very
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questionable good, as the accounts given of the occu-
pations of the denizens of the ¢‘gpirit land” are the
reverse of what intelligent men would desire. I have
no objection to another life providing it is an improve-
ment on the present one, but I decidedly object to a
worse. I do not want to go to a world where pick-
pockets still carry on their vocations, and where gam-
blers, drunkards, and murderers congregate, and work
their mischief without fear of the law or the prison.
With perfeet agreement with Professor HuxLey, I can
ay that, **the ml\ fus ood that I can see in demonstra-
tion of the truth of ¢ Spiritualism’ is to furnish an
additional argument against suicide. DBetter live a
crossing-sweeper than die and be made to talk twad-
dle.by a ‘medium ’ hired at a guinea a scance.”
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APPENDIX.

GLENDOWER.—/ can call up spirits from the vasty deep.
Hotspur.—Well, so can I

| —Shakespere.

Professional conjurors are utterly unable to produce alg-
thing like the spiritual manifestations, if subjected to the
conditions imposed on the Medium. Even the simple
phenomena—the simplest of all—of table rapping can only
be produced with the aid of elaborate machinery,—DR. G.
SEXTON, Editor of the Christian Spiritualist.

[The following extracts, besides giving a history of
the exposure of ¢ spirit-mediumship ” by Messrs.
Repparrs and RussiLL, furnish ample proof
of the unreliability of human testimony as to the
genuineness of so-called spirit phenomena, and
conclusively disprove the idea that * spirit
manifestations ” cannot be produced by trickery
under the “strict test (?) conditions” imposed
by Spiritualists. ]

[From the Medium and Daybreak, Dec. 25, 1874.]

To the Editor,—Dear Sir,—I read in the Medium of
December 11th, 1874, that Mr. Reddalls, of Birming-
ham, challenges the Spiritualists for discussion. I
think this must be a mistake, or e¢lse I am misinformed,
Was Mr. Reddalls refused the privilege of attending a
gcance at the Spiritual Institute, Birmingham, which
caused him and some of -his S:c¢nlar friends to form a
circle at their own room ; and is it true that they ob-
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tained in the gaslight movements of the table with in-
telligent answers, and without contact with the table,
and they were requested to put out the light, and on
doing so flowers were brought and the direct voice of a
spirit heard and spoken to? If these statements are
true, what has Mr. Reddalls to discuss with Spiritualists,
unless it be another person of that name? Ihope these
statemcots are troe, and that they are continuing to
investigate, and that we soon shall see a statement in
the Medium of their investigation.—Yours respectfully,
gcad ot INQUIRER.
[Mr TPerks, Birmingham, sent us a report written by
Mr. Russell, who is said to ke a brother tothe president
“of the Birmingham Secular Club. Thisreport gave an
account of extraordinary phenomena which took place
as indicated by our correspondent.  Mr, Chamberlain
telegraphed to say that the report was a ¢ catch.” We
publish what we know about it, and leave the parties
to be dealt with by the public—Ed. M.]

[From the Mediwm and Daybreak, Jan. 8, 1875.]

- BirMINGHAM SECULARISM.—We do not call it Spirit-

ualism, for as yet we do not know what itis. We
‘have received the following from Mr. Reddalls to insert
as an advertisement :—* Birmingham.—Seances are
held every Sunday evening, after the lectures, at about
8.30 p.mn., at the Secular Club, St. George’s Hall. Ex-
traordinary phenomena take place, see Medium, Dec.
25. Admission 6d. each, to defray expenses.” We
ingert it as ‘ news” but prefer being favoured with
some account of the proceedings before we advertise
the meetings.

[From the Medium and Daybreak, Jan. 15, 1875.]

To the Editor.—Dear Sir,—Last evening 1 went to
the Birmingham Secularists’ Institute, St. George’s
Hall, Upper Dean Street, and after the lecture was
ended, Mr. Reddalls announced that a scance would be
held, and that in consequence of your refusing to insert
his communication as an advertisement, the charge
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would be 3d. instead of 6d. 1 attended at the seance,
and the following is a truthful account, as far as I cau
remember.

There were present Mr. and Mrs. Reddalls, Mr, J.
Russell, and eight others, including myself. Mr. and
Mrs. Reddalls, J. Russell, myself, and four others sat
at the table with hands and feet in close contact with
each other, and the three others with hands joined and ‘
placed on the shonlders of three of the sitters at the
table. Upon the table were placed two paper tubes, a

‘small hand-bell, and a small tambourine. A gas pen-
dant was, with full light, over the table, which was an
ordinary round table, with pillar on three claws,

We hummed the tune of ¢ Annie Lisle,” and pre-
sently the table began to move, and shortly afterwards
it kept up its movements without any contact at all
from any of us. Afterwards, the doors being secured
and the room searched by several of those present, the
gas was then turned out, and Mr. Ru:sell asked if we
sat in our proper places, and the answer was given to
each one by very distinct raps upon aund under the
table. One of those at the outside asked it he was
standing up, and the answer was a lond knock on the

%eat behind him, which wus tiue. We then took up
the tune of *“ Home, Sweet 1Tome.” I then heard the
scund of the bell ; then it appeared to be suspended in
the air over the table, moving about, .and coatinuing
its tintintabulations to the tune. Then the tubes and
tambourine were moved about upon the table. The
tambourine seemed floating abour, and was struck ana
shaken, and kept vp an accompaniment to the tune also.
Then two hands, tangibly plump, and veither hotnorcold
stroked my face, whiskers, and beard very firmly, yet
gently, several times, and 1 fe't as thoug' a substauce
like a body was between me and the cenire of the table.
Afterwards the tube struck me ou the forci ad and the
hands several times; then I felt as thoughu <icin, with
leaves and buds, was being drawn across r v face aud
hands, I spoke out at these tiines, und heiva others say
they had experienced simifar thiogs, 'Lue bell and
tambowine then fell upon the tab e, aud 1u wuswer to i
great nuwmber of very vigCrous TYugs, Tuu vas was
lighted, and thes upon the tuble we fuina tour or five
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24 MODERN SPIRITUALISM.

stems of ivy, &c., and I recognised a stem of ivy, with
leaves and buds, which, I feel sure, produced the mani-
festations upon me. Some phosphorescent oil was theri
rubbed upon the tambourine, and the gas turned out.
Singing was resumed, and a haud was seen to take up
the tambourine to one side the table as high as the heads
of the sitters, and then it was thrown back again to the
centre of the tauble, causing a cloud of light ; it then
suddenly sprang up as high as our heads, and descended
upon Mr. Russell's knuckles, the phosphorescent oil
causing them to smart. A number of raps came, and
the gas was relighted, and so the seance ended.

The circle was conducted by Messrs. Reddalls and
Russell with all fairness and honesty, and affording to
each of us the fullest opportunity of investigating the
phenomena,

I have stated the bare facts, as far as I remember
them, and T leave it to your own judgment as to your
publishing thiem. :

Hoping that something good and of an elevating
character may result from these seances, I remain yours
respectfully, H. MANN.

1, Lennox Street, Birmingham, Jan. 11, 1875.

P.S.—A strictly test s#ance is to be held this evening
at Mr. Reddalls’s house at half-past eight, and a secance
next Sunday eyening at half-past eight at the Hall.

[Our correspondent is a stranger to us, but we give
his letter that it may be supplemented by other writers
if necessary.—Ed. M.]

“ [From the Medium and,Daybreak, Jan. 22, 1875.]

Mr. Burns.—Dear Sir,—On Monday night, January
11, at 8.30, a strict test seance was held at the house of
Mr. Reddalls, there were eleven persons present. The
roomn was well searched, the doors were securely
fastened, and cvery precantion taken to prevent any
exterior help. Upon the table were placed a small
bell, a tambourine, and two paper tubes. We were
then fastened together by some stout string being tied
round cach one’s wrist, which necessitated our rising
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. all together to-put out the gas over the table, for one
could not move without-affecting the others.  We thén
_sang, the bell floated about the room ringing, and the
. tambourine also being vigorously beaten while in the
_air; we were struck ‘by- the tubes, touched repeatedly
. by hands, one was pulled up frdm his seat by the nose,
-and his legs at the same time ‘were tightly ‘pinched,
i causing him to-ery out; ‘one was struck on' the baék
.. very hard, by what sounded like hands, questions were
_asked and replied to by knocks on the table and on the
. floor with sowme hard substance, and once a voice
answered “ No,” from the ceiling; then for some
seconds there was a snapping of a finger apd thumb in
various parts of the room near the ceiling. Other
manifestations occurred, and the string having become
very tight, we all rose together, relighted gas and dis-
covered atine cocoa-nut on the table which we divided
amongst us and ate, finding it very good. .
Last night (January 18), a seance was held at the
-same place, every one wubn well searched, and. every
‘means-taken to prevent fraud, about twelve being pre-
sent. We sat round the table at a distance from it,
not touching it at all, with hands and feet joined
together. The gas being turned out, we sang, and the
table at once began an accompaniment to the tune, the
bell and tambourive floated about playing-; we were
touched with the tubes and tambourine, and with
hands, the table keeping up its movements round the
circle, a number of knocks came. We lighted up
once again, and found the table:upside down in the
middle of the circle, one tube on the hands of one of
the sitters, the tambourine on Mr. Reddalls’ lap; the
bell by the side of the table én the floor, and the other
tube inside the table. All things being put straight,
we ‘commenced ' again, ‘and heard the bell” and tari-
-bouring_ floating .about and playing, and ‘some'hard
isubstance rattling in the tambourine ; then'a sound as
.of nuts drepping on the table, and upon lighting up
-we ‘found. some peppermints had been brought which
wetook possession of. -Afterwards, seating ourselves
again, we turned out the gas and commenced-singing,
when the bell was taken up and sent to one corner of
the room, the tambouriue also was thrown outside the

il 1 N
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cirele, thie tubes -passing round striking us, and the
table commenced very violent movements round the
cirpls, and causing great confusion and alarm ; and apon
lighting up we found the table was gone from the midst
of the circle, had beenrtaken over the heads of the sitters,
-and was found turned upside down in a corner of the
room outside the circle! In wonder and astonishment
the proceedings ended, and I was requested to forward
this statement to you, as being a fair supplement to the
account given of a previous seance by our friend Mr.
Mann in-your last issue, I remain, dear Sir, yours
faithfully, ; CHARLES GRAT.

71, Pershore Road, Birmingham, Jan. 19, 1875,

[From the Medium and Dazybredk, Jan. 29, 1875.]

To the Editor.—Dear Sir,—Let me advise your
readers not to be too elated with the reports that have
been published in the Medium. May it not only be a
catch, so that they may laugh at the credulity of
Spiritnalists? With the aid of confederates I do not
see anything very wonderful. If the phenomena are

roduced by others than those in the circle or con-
ederates, I shall be well pleased. We are not in-
formed by the two writers whether thay are Secularists
or Spiritualists. I cannot help thinking that it would
have been more manly, supposing the phenomena to be
genuine, had Mr. Reddalls endorsed the reports sent.—
Yours, &e., ON THE Look-our, Jan, 25.—[Mr. Gray,
our last correspondent, is a most reliable man, and he
endorses Mr. Mann. We second our correspondent’s
warning to be on the look-out.—Ed. .]

[From the Birmingham Morning News, Fet. 2, 1875.]

To the Editor.—Sir,—I beg permission to make a few
remarks on the letter of ‘‘ Quiz.” If he has attended
Houdin’s dark seance he Las seen that Houdin ties
himself, and all that occurs after can. be accounted for
by his releasing his hands. He says that the phenomena
are the same as produced by the Davenport Brothers,
but there is this difference, the Davenport Brothers sub-
mitted to be tied by the audience. But if “ Quiz” is
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apxious to acquire information on the. subject. of
‘spiritual phenomena, T would recommend him to attend
“the seances Leld by the Secularists of this town. They
have been holding seances lately with the view, I ,s,uﬁ—
pose, of -examining the subject, and detecting the
trick ; but things have transpired that have not a
little surprised them. - While sitting under strictest
conditions a table has been moved without hands, and
carried over the heads of the cirele. And they have had
a cocoa-nut and peppermirts thrown on the table by
invisible agency, accounts of which are given in the
last two numbers of the Mediwm.—Yours respectfully

Birmingham, Jan. 30, 1875.  PRrOVE ALL THINGS,

[From the Medium and Daybreak, Feb. 5, 1874.]

To the Editor.—Dear Sir,—Y our correspondent in the
Medium of last week I think need not be afraid of -the
gentineness of the phenomena at the Secularist’s seance
in Birmingham. 1 may say that Mr. Mann is well
known as a Spiritualist amongst many of us, and. his
.statement, with Mr. Gray’s, may be received with
confidence.

Last night I visited the circle of the Secularists, and
witnessed the phenomena, and declare them to be
genuine. I found Mr. Reddalls courteous, and wishing
to give everything a fair trial ; he alluded to the letter
in the Mediwm, and wished those who were Spiritualists
to take in charge every Secularist in the room by
sitting between them, and holding their hands, and

lacing each others toes together, and give information

irectly any person moved. Thiswas the arrangement
carried out by the circle. The small tambourine was
at one time played at my feet with vigour and in time,
It was also played considerably above the head of
anyone in the room if he had been standing up (or so
it appeared by the sound) ; the bell was also ringing at
the same time. There seemed to be a difficulty in
keeping the power equal. This all Spiritualists can
partly account for with such a young circle and a con-
tinual change of sitters. The circle does not seem to
have any recognised medium as Spiritualists look for.
There were also answers to questions given by a noise
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- of a cracking sound, resembling the snap of lucifer
_ match when lighting. This was tried to- be accounted
for by some gentleman present as muscular action,
~saying persons could do this by their muscles, and it
" was not a phenomenon of the kind looked for. This

" began a discussion, which was obliged to be stopped
because it prevented the phenomena proceeding.

My train being about due, I left the circle sitting,

- and what may have followed I do not know. I am of
a different opinion to your correspondent, and think it
a good job Mr. Reddalls has not furnished any state-
ment of the phenomena, as I suppose he and others of
his party are not satisfied it is spirit, but I hope that
they will continue to go on with their investigation as
honest as I found them, and they must soon have
further proof for what theéir minds require.—Yours truly,

Walsall, February 1, 1875, T. BLINKHORN.

. The Birmingham Morning News for Monday, Feb.8,
had the following in its ‘¢ Local Gossip” :—

I have heard rather a funny thing in connection
with the Spiritualistic propaganda, in Birmingham.
Two Infidel lecturers, who have been vainly trying to
put down Spiritualism by argument, have lately joined
together to hold seances, and they have ¢ phenomena,
which, to use a vulgar expression ¢‘flabbergast ”” the
Spiritualists. - A table floats about without visible
agency, instruments play, mysterious hands (the
““mediums ” being bound) stroke the faces of the sitters,
and fruit and flowers are thrown into the circle. The
Infidel ¢“mediums ” submit to more stringent conditions
as to light, inspection, &c., than Spiritualists are
accustomed to. The getters up of this farce do not
reveal how it is done, and meanwhile the Spiritualists
declare that the Infidels are powerful mediums malgre
euz. Which side will convert the other, I cannot ven-
ture to prediet. 1 understand that the next move will
probably be an official endorsement by a Spiritualist
committee of the ** medium ” theory; after which we
shall see what we shall see,” : '
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[From the Birmingham Morning News, Feb. 12, 1875.]
Strange things are now taking place in Secularist

circles in Birmingham. - Towards the eni of last year
Mr. G. H. Reddalls, Mr. John Rassell, and other local
sceptics, anxious to investigate Spiritualism, applied .
for permission to attend seamces at the Spiritual
Institute, Suffolk Street. It seems, however, that
their presence was not desired. They were informed, at
all events, that their request could not be complied with.
But Mr. Reddalls and his frienis were not the men' to
be easily turned aside. Having heard so much of
Spiritualistic phenomena, they were resolved, as far as
they could, to satisfy themselves as to its ‘genuineness
or the reverse. Of course they were éncouraged in this
determination by the direct bearing of Spiritualism upon
the Infidel opinionsthey entertained. They saw that
either Spiritualism or Secularism must be untrue, and,
as honest seekers after the truth, their minds were
fully made up to test Spiritualism for themselves.
About the beginning of December, therefore, they com-
menced to hold Seances for investigation in St. George’s
Hall, Dean Street, which, as our readers are aware, ig
the headquarters of Secularism in the Midland Coun-
ties. According to their own account, remarkable
things were witnessed almost from the first. Night
after night the manifestations increased in power,
variety, and marvellousness. The object of the sitters,
was, of all, to collect facts, and then from these,
in course of time, and, after reflection, to draw their
own conclusions, Reports spread as to the strange
events taking place in the Camp of Secularism, and
the number of investigators increased, until, at last,
in order to prosecute the enquiry under satisfactory
conditions, it was found necessary to make some charge
for admission. Threepence was the fee . originall
imposed ; but, so great was the curiosity awakened,
that even this did not sufficiently restrict the number
of visitors. The price was next raised to one shilling,
at which sum it still remains—and yet there is quite
a run for tickets. Latterly, therefore, a public char-
- acter has been given to these Secularist seances, which
are now two in number weekly, namely, on Thursday
and Sunday evenings at half-past eight ; and, for con-
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venience, the place of meeting has been changed from
St. George’s Hall to the house of Mr. Reddalls, 136,
Digbeth, who, it should be stated, is generally regarded
as the leading Secularist in these parts. Mr. Reddalls,
indeed, is pretty well-known as editor of the Secular
Chronicle, a weekly journal, established to promote
free enquiry into social, politiea], and theological ques-
tions, and as a record of Freethought progress. He
carries on an extensive business as a printer at 136, Dig-
beth, and is generally a leader in all local movements
connected with freethought and questions specially
affecting the working classes. Having received an in-
vitation to attend a seance held last night, our reporter,
who was present, thus describes what occurred:—The
company numbered fifteen, including myself, the meet-
ing took place in a room behind Mr. Reddalls’s shop.
The two mediums were Mr. Reddalls and Mr. Russell.
I waas told, upon enquiry, that four of the gentlemen

resent. were Spiritualista, the others being unbelievers.

he only lady in the room was a young niece of Mr.
Reddalls. The mediums stated, in answer to a question,
that they would cheerfully submit to any test which
might be imposed. The doors, which open outwards,
were securely fastened, the handles being tied with ropes
to the legs of the tables in the room. Every person
present was searched, and I, like the others, had to
turn out the varied contents of my pockets. The sit- -
ters, forming themselves into a circle round a plain
deal table, were next tied to one anmother. The right
wrist of one pergon, and the left wrist of the sitter next
him were tightly joined together by means of a siring,
and so on aﬁ round the room until it was impossible
for Mr. Reddalls, Mr. Russell, or anyone else to do any-
thing with his hands without the person next him being
painfully aware of the fact. Each sitter was further
require_g to let his legs and feet touch those of the per-. -
son next him, so that any movement on their part might-
be detected. All this having been done, a unanimous
opinion was expressed that no other precaution could be
adopted against the practice of fraud. A general move-
ment among the sitters was necessary—so closely were
they bound together—before one of the company. conld
reach the gas to turn it out. That difficult operation
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having been performed, however, Mr. Russell asked us
to sing something as a means of bringing those present
into a state of harmony. Such songs as ¢ Home, Sweet
Home,"” ‘*Annie Lisle,” “John Brown,” ¢ Rule
Brittania,” and “ Beautiful Star ” were sung atintervals,
Hardly had the singing commenced when a small hand-
bell, previously lying on the table, began to jingle as
it seemed to be floating through the air, high over our
heads. Several of us, myself amongst the number,
were struck about the shoulders, hands and face, ap-
parently by paper speaking tubes, which also eccupied *
a place on the table at the time the light was extinguish-
ed, and immediately afterwards, what felt—and event-
ually was seen—t0 be an egg was gently Fressed into m
left hand. Another gentleman was equally fortunate,
triangle was lifted from thetable and went floating abous
beating time to our singing, which I must confess, was
far from first-class. The table seemed to be upset, fall-
inf heavily on the floor ; but when the gas was relighted
a few minutes later, it was found that the table had in
the meantime been got on to its legs again. Having
examined and explained what had taken place as best
we could, the circle was re-formed, and once more we
went to work, as before, in the dark. The plLenomena
that followed turned out to be more wonderful still.
Although the sitters were no longer tied, the conditions
appeared to constitute satisfactory safeguards against
treachery and trickery. Yet three more eggs were
slipped into gentleman’s hands—another coming *my
way—an equal number were presented with oranges;
the triangle and bell were used as before ; a concertina
was wrenched from the hands of one of the company,
and, while being played, went floating over our heads ;
oold hands touched our faces again and again ; and one
hand was so unkiod as to give me several pretty severe
pinches on both legs. While this was g')ing on, heavy
and rapid rappings were heard on Mr. Russell’s chair,
and the power answered severalqueriesjevidently to the
satisfaction of the questioners. The proceedings lasted
about one hour and a-half, and it is only right to add
that, although I have attended many wonderful seances,
I never was present at any, taking all the circumstances
into aocount, more rémarkable than that of last night.
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(From the Medium and Daybreak, Feb. 12, 1875,)

Messrs. Reddalls and Russell have beén to Notting-.
ham giving seances to the Secularists and having] suc-
cessful phenomena. Messrs ~Peck and Sadler. are
expected to visit Nottingham in March.. TheSecularist
mediums are causing quite a commotion amongst their’
materialistio brethren. L Fore *0f dlad

(From the Medium and Daybreak, Feb.12, 1875

THE BIRMINGHAM SECULARISTS' ¢ PHENOMENA.”—MTr.
Perks writes to say that he has visited the sittings, and
admires the fairness of Mr. Reddalls and Mr. Russell,
the mediums., . ey .« Ourcorres-
pondent, ‘¢On the Look-out,” writes again, in the
course of which he remarks, ¢ After so long ridiculing |
the phenomena, and holding the theory that they were |
more of a subjective than objective nature, it does not
appear to me too great a favour to haye expected Mr,
Reddalls to have admitted this much (his testimony as
to the genuineness of the phenomena), especially as See- |
ularists are such zealous searchers after truth and such
heroes in proclaiming it.” :

(From the Birmingham Morning News, Feb. 13, 1875) '

To the Editor.—Sir,—Being one of the sitters at the
seance reported in the Morning News of to-day, I can
add my testimony as to the fairness and truthfulness of
your reporter ; for I had hold of his left hand with my ,
right, and felt an egg being (;)ushed gently into his .
hard; I also felt the thumb and fingers accompanying
it. Iwas afterwards stroked down my face firmly and
slowly. A concertina was held by the strap being .,
passed round your representative’s little finger, and the |
mstrument, while resting upon-his knee, was vigorously
pulled, causing your reporter and myself to raise our '
arms as high as we could, when upon the consent of the
owner being obtained, the concertina was let go. [t
then floated about in the air while playing. The sifter
at my left hand also received an egg in the same man-
ner, and upon his requesting the Power to give one to
another ditter at the circle, the tambourine, which, was |
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being struck” while' floatinghigh' ‘above ‘our” beads; -
suddenly descendéd’ bet my' ‘ati ‘and hidi hrd f
striking his hand, eaused him o ‘drop his’egg,’ W'Iuelhi
fell tipon ht—ﬁomi, and'lwas “brdkes. » Upon lighting’
up, it ‘was found’ thdt some sitters had been' fm&y*
sprinkled with water, These are marvellous occur-
rences, and seem to be attractin a qreat deal of atten-
tion.—I remain jbhi-n-aspecihlf X

Léennox St.; LDZBH.S, Feb: 12,1875..1 Hi MaNN,

vhatal ovnd  d0iiw o sem—— 'Hidvlurm iqa .o

From the mngw Morning Noiws, Feh. 17, 875,
"o the Eé tor.—Sir,—In reply f% 0 cprrespar:]dent
@ ’Inqlur?r m our xssue of (the enmt
n;qfto say that tl é secmoes ;we:r Ifi J,n, he darﬂ
T bhereforg, he 7l yuu c;a.nnot be a.pplle% _
in a atgmtl Tliteral Benae %mm% eanb to mfertha
the BgeNey ) was a power n«it qaqa ly be thomed by
mortal ‘ken, ' consequen { hy manu,n erstanding
w,em;:g it from a material s qndpq:qt, fails to perce:,ve
bhow 1£JwasHaccgm lighed.. H:h Zr cpity k
. Now, in Houdin’s seq dg, 8 lt as ar.
E)uld acpounp {ox? a?ﬁthati moggl&qe (}19 va,nout
mIes were %laced within reach, so that, when the gas
wa.s extinguished, be uId release his hands and throw
them about; but can anyone give any explanation as
to_bhow the eggs and o eges were brought into tle
circle your ) reporter attend
Bpmtuahsts as I know them, d_o n love darkness,
or resort to it becanse their qiqefia are evil, as ** Inquirer””
seems to insinuate. . Darkness, though appem neces-,
ry to prooure physical phenomena wi h most mediums
—not with all— the reason ig not yet ully_understood..
Ipelxeve i mlglnt ﬁhy 18 diar neqs Decessary to
Photograp
esxdes, g| mtuahsm d.oes not ﬂape‘pd on the dafk
sganc alono .orits facts, Your correspondent may
ne his .- 1111 by his, own (ﬁges’}'de, with his family

d friends, as I have and have h "henqmena quite,

' ag eonyincing, though not Bo remarka.ble, tha.t. res

ed in your column
'he Secularists, avé courage tomye,st ate Spmtnal-
i@m Why cannot the Christadelphians seuouely take

Original from
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up the subject? They are not 8o noble as-the Secular-
ists, for the'latter pursue their investigations daily to.
seq if they can' oﬁhin a satisfactory sointion to the.
question, * Iff a man die shall he live ggain".—YXours
respectfully; ProvE- ALL THINGS.
THE EXPOSURE. _
From the Birmiéngham Morning News, Mareh 2.
The. ‘¢ Spiritualistic "--seamees which have lately
Eh.eh lace in: Bitmingham under the auspiees of Mr.
. H. Reddalls, of Digbeth, and Mr, John Russell, two
of the leading S‘ecﬁlarists of the district, were last even-
ing brought to a somewhat startling conclusion. As
on former occasions, the seance was held at Mr.
- Reddalls’ residence, there being present, in addition to
Messrs. Reddalls and Russell, Mrs. Reddalls, and our
reporter, six avowed Spiritualists, one of whom was a
lady. For some time past the two gentlemen we name
have condudted an exhaustive examination into the
% Phenomena of Spiritualism,” and have been able to
give, under the strictest ‘‘test conditions,” all the
manifestations upon which “mediums” pride them-
gelves. ‘The levitation of musical instruments, spirit
writing, photographs, and drawings, the mysterious
conveyance of sweets, fruits, and flowers, into a room,
through doors and windows well closed—these and
many other supposed proofs of spirit-power Messrs.
Reddalls and giussell have produced at will. The
‘‘ manifestations” last night were in many respects
more remarkable than any as yet shown by the two
gentlemen we have named, and whom many Spiritualists
m the district believed were being converted to a belief
in the phenomena against their own wish. At half-past
eight last night, the audience being assembled at Mr:
Reddalls’, the qrocaedings commenced by the doors
being locked, bolted, and fastened with slips of paper,
whieh were gummed over them in such a manner as to
revent their being opened without the slips breaking,
hose present immediately formed into two circles,
one of which sat round the table, the others forming a
second one behind the first line. On the gas being
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turned down, slight noises were heard about the room,
although hands were joined all round the table and be-
tween the gitters behind. = Several hymns having been
sung, the light was ﬁna.ll‘y turned out, and Mr. Russell .
immediately. *‘subjected’ by the spirit of a certain.
Joh, who in thiglife, judging from the.choice elegance
of his conversation, must have been a Black Country.
collier. This individual, conversed, with the company
resent, and assured ome.gentleman, who said he had
ﬂ ely lost; a ehild, ¢ ther’ wur noa need to greave, th’
child wur 'appy.” A tambourine and bell now floated
about the room, beating time to the music, and what
appeared like several pairs of hands—very warm pal-
pable human-feeling hands, it must be confessed—
stroked the heads of most of those present. This con-
cluded the first part of the seance; and the audience
now formed a larger cirele. The table was placed
agide, and Mr, Russell sat in the centre of tLe room.
The hands of each of the sitters were then connected,
and immediately the light was turned out a variety of
manifestations were produced. Noises and scratchings
sounded from the ceiling, showers of sweetmeats were
dashed upon those present, accompanied by & consider-
able agitation of the atmosphere, and the presence of a
large quantity of volatile scent. The Spiritualists did
not hesitate to say that they could see the wings of the
attendant spirite who were present, especially as
luminous light points were noticed moving in different
parts of the room. The lady Spiritualist now affirmed
- that she could see a gigantic figure standing in the
centre of the apartment, professing to speak through
the medium. This being announced to be a fire-
man, No. 88, Several of those present felt hands
Fulling their hair, large animals rubbing against their
egs, and had articles of personal property taken
from them, and deposited in different parts of the
room. Eggs, sprigs of laurel leaf and fir were now
given by invisible hands to the sitters, and the triangle,
tambourine, and bell sounded violently. he
light was now turned up, and *spirit forms” were
found to have been traced I-:lpon various slips of paper
on the floor. In the third part of the seance, xlr.
Reddalls was lashed securely to a chair, and the circle
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formed again. * On the light being turned” out most of '
the“preceding manifestations were ptoduced, and after:
an ‘interval of silence Mr. Reddalls was fpu;id’f'yiﬂg folt”
lerigth ‘on 2 table ‘behind the circle, Having become '
Joosed from the l‘bge',fa.nd the ‘Spirftnalists afirmed,
cartied over the heads of those present. ' Several gentle-
meif emgbatic’aﬂy stated that they had felt hild Hoating
in the air,and a large cocoanut’'on the floor was said by
one gentleman to have been brought by **the ‘spirits™ "
from hig own house some distance away.. Mr. Reddalls -
having asked the company'if they were satisfied *the -
spirits”’ had been present, received an answer in the °
affirmative. He then, much to the astonishment "of
those present, in a somewhat sarcastic speéch,avowed
that'the whole of the proceedings during the night had'"
beén mere tricks and conjuring deceptions, and said that
at in thus disclosing the utter folly of Spiritualism, he -
wished to prevent people, not only wasting their time,
but their money on those who outof mediumship made
living by preying upon the superstitions of their fellows.
It*was patent to our reépresentative that many cf the
‘¢ gpirit manifestations’ were ‘purely illusions, and Mr.
Russell, addressing those present in similar terms to'his
confréve, said’' he trusted all who "had assisted in the

seamce 'would go home' wiser, if sadder men.’

X [

i 1B1]

H. DAw, PRINTER, 38, BovséN Roap, Lonbow, S.E.”
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