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The Elixir of Life; or, Why Do We Die?

I appear before you to-night to speak of a subject which, more than
any other, ought to command the attention of the enlightened world ;
but which, more than any other, receives the anathemss of ist pro-

fessed representatives—the so-called Christians—because, forsooth, to
discuss it, is to attack, necessarily, one of the chiefest pi of the
Christian edifice. The subject involves the necessity of free in
plain terms. .John Stuart i[ill, waom al! reformers have "Llurn to lov‘:

nid:":.l‘;hedm'red’oi;hwcietbyucm,no:mug:n oo e
prevented or cu without bei en about in plain language.
propose to speak about the dne:go ?my, and if pl expect to present
either a preventative or a cure, I must speak in terms go plain that none
can mistake my meaning. You may affect to blush, and the ma
call me indecent and vulgar, and say I have no shame, to as I ghal
what they do not dare to repeat. But ought not you and they rather
blush with shame that such diseases as I :gnll mention, exist at all to be
spoken about? I say shame upon the news; and shame upon your
preachers, teachers and doctors, that I should have cause to stand
and tell you what they should have fr?;l.{-d'uqnued. vears ago. and thus
have saved me the present unpleasant

Standing, however, as I do, somewhat representative of the immense
issue of sexual freedom that is now lgiutingl:ge public mind, Thave a duty
to fulfill, to which I should be recreant did I withhold a single sentence
that I propose to utter. But, more than this, even : I amintrusted with a
mission by those whose disapproval I would not earn, were it to gain the
approval of a thousand audiencies like this ; therefore, th the task
be not a pleasant one, I would not shirk it if I could. If, however, in
performing it, instead of driving you farther away from me than you
now are, I should draw you all nearer, then should I indeed thank heaven
for giving me the moral strength to utter the plain, unvarnished trath,
as I kmow it, about the most imvortant auestion that has ever interested
or distracted the human mind.

I ask you for the time being, to cast aside your prejudices; to
every fetter that hangs about your minds ; to disperse all clouds that
shadow your understanding, and to not prejudge me by concluding
in advance that you know more about this matter than I'do; but let
the words that I'shall utter sink deep into yoursouls, since, some day,
whether you heed them now or not, yven will have cause to remember
them. I onght to know more of what I am to speak about than almost
any of you, beeause I have given it more attention ; but if there be
any here who have studied it, in its various phases, one-half as deeply
N’I have, they will, with one possible exception, agree with me in every-
thing that T shall say.
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Still further in preparation, I wish to ask: Are there any here who
fear the truth? I hear no replies. Now again, arc there any who
are afraid of an error. Again I hear no replies. So if you are afraid
peither of truth or error, I sce no reason why you should quarrcl with
me about anything that I may advance; since whatever it may be, it
must be one of these. But I can tell you of what you are afraid—if, in-
deed, you are fearful at all.  You are afraid that I may hold up a glass in
which you will see your secret deformities ; and yon scarcely dare to
look npon them. But no matter. Let them be ever so hideods—and
that they are hideous enough, I know right well—it will do you good
to see yourselves, for once, as others see you. For there are those to
whom your every thought and your most seeret acts are as well known
as they are to yourselves : and let me remind you that, if your secrets
were as well known to human beings as they are to spirits, none of you
would be any the worse off, while many would thank heaven that they
no longer carry the awful load alone. Hence it is of your own lives that
you are afraid rather than of the trath ; since he or she whom the truth
will not stab, has no cause for fear.

Ithink I know enough of the world at large, and of individuals speci-
ally to say, that there are not a half dozen persons present, who are not
in the most abject slavery to what the worlqrple:wes to call, their secret
vices. Wouldn't it be strange if these should, after all, turn out to he
virtues instead. Then wouldn’t their subjects be heartily ashamed of
themselves for having been frightened at shadows, merely, into being
liars, thieves and h{pocriles so large a part of their lives !

Again and finally, let me entreat that, for once in your lives, you throw
off the sickly sentimentalism about sexual love—your sham morality and
mock modesty about the most common and harmless, as well as innocent
and beautiful of things ; and like common-sense individuals, with me, con-
sider, specially, that ?epanmem. of our natures with which, though you
have pretended such immaculateness, you would no sooner part than
with life itself ; indeed, to blot which out of life, would be to leave but
s precious little worth living. For once be men and women, acting
a8 if you were known by each other, as you are, to be men and women,

of all the endowments of nature, and wanting to know if
there is still something to learn that will make them yet richer, more
beautiful and bountiful of happiness than ever before ; and willing to
the lesson at least for consideration, to which I will proceed with-

out further delay.

I have said that this problem of sexual love is the most important one
that ever engaged the human mind. It becomes so becaunse within it is
concealed the science that shall finally solve the problem of life and
death, which must remain unsolved until this science is discovered to the
world. When I say life and death, I mean literally what I say. I mean
that within the sexual Pmblem is concealed the law that shall enable us
to solve the mystery of life by conquering death.

Immense as is this to the inhabitants of earth, how immeasurably
more so shall it become when it is known that, upon this planet for the
first time since creation, has this problem nearly approached a solution.
Planets countless millions of ages older than this, have all their weary
lengths run out, waiting for the fresh, green earth to give them the
knowledge of life and death, that shall make them superior to both.

The resurrection of the body, and the ascension, at will, of the Spirit,
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have never beon attained by the inhabitants of even the oldest planets.
These, although immensely superior to the people of the earth, in physi-
cal, intellectual and moral culture, are less advanced than we are, as a
peo%lc, iritually. This fact has come to be known to the inhabitants
of the solar system, and their attention is now centered upen this planet
in hopeful anticipation, willing, in order to obtain the prize, to yield to
us the palm. Iere, then, the palm must be won. Here, death must be
conquered.  Here must he rmduccd to the waiting Universe, the indi-
viduality, the personality, that has partaken of the Elixir of Life, and
thereby put the last enemy—death—under foot. And here it will be
done, nm‘ the glad anthem ring out upon the startled world, “ Oh, death
where is thy sting ! Oh, grave where is thy victory!”

Do you ask me how I know this? I will tell you. Spirits, who
have never deceived me, have informed and shown me why it must
be so; and I know from the intense anxiety now existing monﬁ
the Spirits, to whom this solution has been intrusted, that they fee
a responsibility about it resting upon them, such as was never
before borne by either mortals or Spirits. They tell me that Spirits
from all the Planets in the Siderial Universe are now congregated,
watching the issue of this momentous question, which must be solved
rightly, else the universe will go backward into a darkness from which it
will require millions of years forit to emerge even to its present condition.

That which has been undergoing the process of evolution since the
birth of the first planet, is now at the culminating point. The efforts of
tiie various epochs have centered. to evolve a new and higher order of
life, in which the wants and requirements of the purely physical
existence, and the consequent demoralization and dishonesty have
crept into the world, throngh them, shall be done away with. The
whole power of the great and good of the boundless universe is stretched
to the utmost tention to attain it. If it shall succeed; if it shall reach
the culmination; if the gladsome song of victory shall sound out upon the
world, even though it be from a lowly manger, and from a despised
Nazarene, civilization will spring forward by a single bound, 3 millicn
years in advance of the present period.

But if it fail—I shudder as I contemplate the possibility. Nothing
that has ever occurred to the world; nothing that the erites have

ever believed; nothing that has ever been pictured of ir and dark-
ness, can, for & moment, com with that prospect. ou look back
almost with horror, to the ages that followed the submersion of

civilization, when the forests of the North of Europe poured down their
Goths and Vandals and Huns upon the devoted city of Rome. This
was but the result of a physical contest over a physical civilization. Then
how much more honibre must be the fate, that would follow the defeat
in a Spiritnal contest, in which the prize to be gained or lost is Spiritual
life. e Barbarians of Europe succeeded in the former contest; now
after a thousand years, let it not be said that the barbarians of earth
have again triumphed; and this time over, not only the highest civiliza-
tion of carth, but over this, reinforced by the armies of heaven. Let it
not be xaid, that flaming hells yawn again; that tormenting fiends are
again set free; that cloven-footed devils are again unloosed for “a thou
sand years,” since if they conquer they will reign inexorably. A fearful
t y or a glorious victory await us; and upon us here assembled
perhaps depends the momentous issue.
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not, however, receive this as coming from me; but accept it a8
from the wisest and best of sscended Spirits—those who:n{lou
earned to honor and love for the good done while on the ls
those to whom, if they were to a beforedyonhere, u woul
y yield implicit obedience; and who would appear here, were
one essential element still wanting, and to whom for six {e‘n I
yielded s willin mgh:rnd appreciative obedience. Gladly would I name
They are familiar to you all; but I must not presume beyond my
commission; but I am commissioned, aye commanded, to declare unto you,
and through you to the world, that in the despised, the ignored prob-
lem of ity, lies the key that shall unlock to Spirits the doors of
materiality, and show in bol!eot relief that of which, the most blessed,
have as yet caught but faintest glimpses—Spirit Materialization.

The perfected blending of the positive and negative creative forem
which has never yet been accomplished, must furnish the i
elements, now needed, to perfect and make general the possibility of

irit resurrection. course I cannot offer you the proofs of this

t is something of which as yet there is no proof. During the past

eighteen months, thousands of ns have been put on tnal, as the
means to present this to the world, and I know there are a few,at least,
here present, to whom this prophecy has been made ; but alas all have
failed, and the whole power of the spirit world is now centered upon s
single individual to effect it, and all the opposing powers of hell and

ess are also centered upon the same individual to defeat it.

I know these things, and fearful to me have been the means by
which this knowledge came. So terrible at times have they been that
I have shrunk affrighted from the contemplation. For months I lacked
the courage to launch this question upon the world ; for months again I
lacked the counrage to do that which has called the world to (haz:cu.s-
sion of the social problem ; and still again for months have I hesitated
to do what I am doing to-night ; but the exigency is such that it could
be deh[y.'cd no longer, although some of the necessary elements are lack-
ia ~d.. The law must be advanced, though the illustrations be de-

ye

Shall T now proclaim what it is that is wanting to complete the vio-
to? 3 that which will once and forever settle this question of sexuality,
and from this mud-bedaubed, filth-defiled, Christian-damned, this vul-

, indecent, and obscene thing, which Christianity has made it out to
g:,rlift it to rest upon the brow of every man and woman, as the chicfest
jewel in their crown of brilliants? Will you now permit me, in the name
of the spirit-world, to proclaim what it is that is wanting to accomp-
lish this—a greater, grander, a more pregnant for good revolution, than
all others that have preceded it?

But first let me explain what the results of all this will be—what
fearful existing social diseases are to be changed and cured—so that,
from their ibility, together with their desirability, as the greatest of
human noc({:s;ou may the more readily consider the means by which they
must come, if they come at all. Iurge you to consider them in the true
spirit of inquiry, confessicg that you have not yet arrived at infinite
truth, and conjuring you to secept truth, in whatever garb or form it
appears, even if it be revolutionary to every present thought and ac-
tion in the world.

Notany body will deny the desirability of a perfected physical health

il
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for humanity ; ‘but many may doubt the possibility of its attainment. I
however, make the bold, bald asscrtion, that disease, when the new era
shall be inaugurated, will be banished the human body ; and that too
by the same means that shall make the era a new one. Almost every-
body has wit d the beneficent results of so-called magnetism in the
removal of disease ; as well as the further fact that not the same mag-
netesm will produce equally beneficial resultsupon the same disease in
different persons ; and still further, that magnetic effects are the most
positive and apparent when the operator and subject are of different
sexes. It has also been observed that these effects may be produced,
though distance separate the persons involved ; but that the effects are
more palpable when they are, for instance, in the same room, with their
minds concentrated upon the conditions ; and still more so, when there
is actual physical contact over the parts diseased.

Now what is the philosophy of this healing by magnetic power?
This, simply, and it has a whole volume of meaning in it, to the analytic
observer: That the operator and the subject, are %oailively and negs-
tively related to each other; that the approach of the poles of the bat-
tery have been sufficiently near to make the connection, and that upon
the perfectness of the connection depends the extent of the effect pro-
duced, and the consequent curative influence. That is to say, where a
person positive or negative to another, afflicted with disease, 1s brought
into magnetic relations, with this other, and the positive and negative
currents are established, that disease, whatever it may be, necessarily
departs, since where these currents exist, disease cannot remain.

It i8 safe then to assume that all diseases that have not already de-
stroyed organs upon which life depends may and ought to be cured;
and, if this method of cure were once established, no di would be
permitted to 50 on to the extent of vital organic destruction, and con-
quently that death from disease would be virtually abolished.

is is the philosophy; but upon what is this philosophy based ?
‘What is this magnetic relation that produces such wonderful results?
It is called Animal Magnetism, and so indeed it is. But what is Ani-
mal Magnetism ? It is Sexual vitality merely; and it is nothing else.
A person, whether male or female, cannot be a magnetic healer, except
he have sexual vitality; and it will be found, that the most successful
henlers, are those who have the most of this element. Nor does the fact
that those of the same sex, often relieve each other, impeach this state-
ment; since he who has the vitality, imparts it to him who hath it not,
by the law of equalization.

It is an axiom in the medical profession that the patient who ex-
periences sexual desire is not dangerously ill; and also that the patient
who has been dangerously ill is convalescent when sexual desire returns.
Thus, it is held that the presence of the sexual ail_:tite is a symptom of
health; bat if it turn ont, as I hold that it will, this statement, to make
it strictly true, will have to be reversed. That is, cause and effect have
been transposed, the effect having been placed behind the cause. Sexual
appetite is the basis of health, and when re-established in an invalid,
health follows, This becomes clear, when it is considered upon what a
cure by magnetism depends, It is the restoration of vitality, or
ani magnetism—the introduction of this into the system of the
patient, causing health; and not a certain condition of health, making it
possible for it to be introduced. Thus in this as in almost all pnt-s.d.




science, the real truth reverses the existing order of thinjrs; and in this
if what I say be true, you will see how nearly the whole world is bor-
dering on promiscuous sexual intercourse, and not only this, but how
much the health and happiness of the world depend upon still further,
so-called promiscuousness, or, more strictly, prehaps, upon a harmonious
variety or a composite and a perfected unity.

But this may not be so evident until another fact 18 made clear.
And this fact is this: almost all disease among adults is caused by some
unnatural or untimely sexual condition. Take the married classes,
Show me 8 man or woman who is a picture of physical health and
strength, and I will show you a person, who has healthy sexual relations ;
but these may be at the expense of the other person in the partnership.
Show me, however, a man and & woman who live together, who are per-
fectly healthy, physically, and I will show you a God-ordained marriage,
which man cannot put asunder. Or again, show me men and women
who are in perfect health, whether they are married according to law, or
whether they live monognmica.ll“znor promiscuously, and I will show
you persons who are living according to the laws of nature, sexually,
and, consequently, are living rightly. Dispute this who can !

Tt is useless to kick against facts, ey are stubborn things, and
the world has been butting its head against the science and facts of
sexuality, already too lo:ﬁ. Althoth the attempt has been made to
bury it in the mud, it shall, nevertheless, be exalted white and pure, to
the throne ; and there it shall rule the world in happiness and end-
less progress. If, as I tell you the fountain o th, is concealed in
this great problem, shall we be so foolish as to loi ignore it, and
thus deprive ourselves of its priceless boon? Isay, No! A thousand
times, No! Rather let every thing that isheld sacred or profane, perish
in a common ruin, than let this problem remain longer unsolved.

If health depend upon proper sexuality, it follows that disease de-
pends upon improper sexuality. To this general proposition I make an-
other and a spech&eone: That all disease not directly to be attributed
to so-called accidental causes, is the result of improper, or the want of
m r, sexual conditions. And this applies to persons of all ages and

sexes. Show me the man or woman, married or linfle, old or young,
who is suffering from any chronic complaint, and I wil
son who has either improper or no sexual relations.

Now, just here arises the great and grave question : What are and
what are not proper sexual relations. In endeavoring to answer this, I must
be permitted to speak so as to be properly understood. And why should
Inot? Are we not endowed by nature with the sexual passion ; and is
it not given us for a purpose—one that should be a blessing, instead of &
curse as it mostly is, to humanity? Nobody will pretend to answer, No!
Then why lhonlg we not discuss it as freely as we do any other subject?
Is it because our thoughts and desires about it have became so abomi-
nable, so erted 80 impure, obscene and vulgar, that any, even

erence to the subject, brings the blush of shame to the face
and a sense of degradation to the soul? Are we indeed so impure that
to us all sexual things are impure? T lay it down as an axiom that he
or she who blushes and is ashamed at any mention of sexual intercourse,
has, at egome time or other, donc something sexually of which to be
ashamed. 1 hold that every thing connected with the manner and
method in which human liferxls its fountain, is a proper and a modest

show you a per-
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subject for utber{ublio or private discussion, aud I simply pity all
who say Nay ! to this.

Sexual intercourse that is in accordance with nature, and therefore
proper, is that which is based upon mutual love and desire, and that ul-
timates in reciprocal benefit. Sexual intercourse that is improper is that
which is not based upon mutual love and desire, and that does not ulti-
mate in reciprocal benefit. Of the former there is but one class of cases,
since in this class, all the conditions of perfectness are present. First,
Love; Second, desire based upon love ; and, Third, mutual happi as
the result. 'Who is there that shall dare to interfere with such sexual
relations? Let it be whoever it may, he is an impious wretch, and an
uem& to human happiness, and consequently to humanity.

f the latter there are several classes, which deserve to be enumer-
sted, 8o that they may be understood wherever any of them may be
met. First, that class where it is claimed by 1 right ; second, that
class where the female, to please the male, submits without the pro
self desire ; third, that class where, for money, or any motive other t!
love, the female sells the use of her body to the male for his gratifica-
tion ; fourth, that class where mutual love and desire exist, but where
t.hembis such want of adaptation as to make mutual consummation im-

ible.

Now, under either of these conditions, if sexual intercourse be main-
tained for any considerable length of time, disease and sexual demoralr-
zation will surely follow; but the most destructive to health as well as
the most. numerous, are the first and the last classes, which occur almost
altogether in marriage. The wife who submits to sexual intercourse
against her wishes or desires, virtually commits suicide; while the hus-
band who compels it, commits murder, and ought just as much to be
punished for it, as though he strangled her to death for refusing him.

But this even is not so destructive to health as is that intercourse,
carried on habitually, without to perfect and reciprocal consum-
mation. And when it is known that three-fourths of all married women,
who otherwise might be happily mated, suffer from this cause, the terri-
ble and wide-spread results may be readily conceived, and the need for
amelioration as readily understood. Ineed not explain to any woman
the effects of unconsummated intercourse though she may attempt to
deceive herself about it; but every man needs to have it thundered in
his ears until he wakes to the fact that he is not the only party to the
act, and that the other party demands a return for all that he
reccives; demands that he shall not be enriched at her expense; demands .
that he shall not, either from ignorance or selfish desire, carry her im-
pulse forward on its mission only to cast it backward with the mission
unfulfilled, to prostrate the impelling power and to breed nervous de-
bility or irritability and sexual demoralization, and to sew the seeds of
discase broadcast among humanity. What is merely hinted at here in-
volves a whole science and a fine art, incomparably the most im-
portant of all the sciences and of all the arts, hnrdlg !et broached to
the human thought, and now criminally repressed and defeated in their
effort at birth by the prejudices of mankind—by your prejudices, and
even, perhaps, by mine. 2

It is a fact terrible to contemplate, yet it 18 nevertheless true, and *
ought to be pressed upon the world for its recognition: that fully one-half |
of all women seldom or never experience any pleasure whatever_in the -
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sexual act. Now this is an impeachment of nature, s disgrace to
our civilization—an eternal blotch upon the otherwise chivalrons
condbet of men toward womer. It is a standing reproach upon physio-
logical science that this ignorance has existed solong; and upon medical
science, that its dire effects have been so long concealed. I have recently
had repeated interviews with a member, inq:' h standing, of the New
York College of Physicians; and he does not hesitate to acknowledge
that, more than all I have yet said is true, about the sexual demoraliza-
tion of the race; but the age of hypocrisy reigns as surremly in this,
as in the clerical profession. Its members are waiting for the world to
get ready to hear the truth, and have thus made ‘it necessary that s
weak woman should proclaim it, who, instead of being a recognized
authority, competent to enforce her stat ts, is almost crucified, be-
cause she feels it her duty to do what they should have done, whose
business it is to guard the health of humanity.

Now it is as impossible for a woman to remain in health under unna-
tural sexual conditions, as it is for a person to take poison and not suffer
fromits effects; and every woman who hears me knows thisistrue. They
know that the demoralized and degenerate condition of female human-
ity is to be attributed to false sexual relations; but who among them
have the courage to declareit? I have had hundreds of wives say to
me, “I would not endure these conditions a single moment, were 1 not
dependent upon my husband for a home,” or *“if society would not
ostracize me for leaving him;"” or some other equally lamentable excuses.
To these my reply has been, “ You have the face to tell me this, and
almost in the same moment you shrug your shoulders at a passing pros-
titute whose features beam with health, and whose rounded form speaks
of unmistakable strength and beauty, while your face and form are a
living condemnation of your life, let it be what it may.”

ut upon such damned hypocrisy. "I hold that the poor woman,
who, cast out by society, because, in ignorance, she admitted her lover,
without procuring a license, to the sacred relations of love, is eompellefi
to sell her body to some demanding man, for the pitiful means to kee
life in her body, and perhaps in that of her unrecognized child,is as hig
as heaven above her who, in silks and satins and with a leng retinue of
friends, and the sanction of the priest and the law, marries a home for
life, with a repugnance in her soul for the man who furnishes it.

* 1 can have a deep sympathy and respect for the modest prostitute
who feels the degradation into which she is almost compelled by the
ostracism of society; but for her who goes through the gorgeous
pageantry of a modern marriage, to proclaim to the world that she is
now going to enter into sexual relations with the man, with whom she
has consorted, every other way, for an indefinite time, according to the
recognized standard of sexual things, I can regard only as brazen and
immodest. To me this farce of marriage is a public placarding, merely,
to this effect: that I, the bearer, am this day sold, to be the sexual slave
of the n to whom the law, holding that I do not know enough and
am unable to protect myself, has committed the care of my person.
Wives may not think they are slaves, and yet be open to this charge.
Bome may not be; but let the large majorty attempt to assert their
sexual freedom, and they will quickly come to the realization.

.. To what does modern marriage amount, if it be not to hold sexual
plaves, whe otherwise would be free?#1 ask the married: Do you live




together because the law compels you? And they scout the idea ; but
in the same breath they condemn me for saying that the law only binds

ple who ought to ba set free, and who, without the law, would be
ree : that those whom God—Love—has bound together no man, or
woman, can put asunder.

Beside the evils of improper sexual relations resulting from legal-
ized prostitution, there are the still more terrific conditions to which they
are condemned, who languish in single cursedness. To this very con-
siderable portion of female humanity the right to the exercise and enjoy-
ment of their sexual instincts is absolutely denied, under the penalty of
social death. They are condemned to a life of degradation and misery,
from which there is no escape. Add to this class who are sexually starved,
those who are compelled to undesired relations with the legal owners of
their sexnal organs, and a sum total of misery is formed which altogether
beggars description.

_ I have not the inclination to go through with the sickening details
that have come into my possession, in m in\'eatiinion into this subject.
Suftice it to say, that I know fully one-half of the world is undergoin
‘sexual starvation ; dying either for the want of intercourse, or for lac
'of the proper kind.

There is, however, another and a graver consideration lying back of
the present demoralized sexual condition of the people ; and thisis the re-
snlt it is producing upon the coming generation. If the present social
system of compulsory marriage were all that its admirers claim for it ;
were it the guardian of peace, prosperity and purity ; in short, were it
the one thing good and true in onr present civilization, yet for the curse
it entails npon children, I would wash it out, if need be, by the blood of
,one-half of our race.

Four-fifths of all children who are conceived are undesired, and tha’
‘some into the world, as it were, with the brand of Cain upon their
brows ; or else with the seeds of some fatal disease in their systems;
which aceounts for one-half of them dying off before they reach thm
of five years—a commentary upon the present social system that si
Jt to the lever of a horrid, aye, a brutal tragedy. And yet the world
pretends to have a deep solicitude for the children. It crieth out :
will become of the children if marriage be done sn{?

». . Jwill tell you just what will become of the children, which, if the
(children of to-day had inherited, I should not now have had occasion to
enter my protest chinn the awful crime, that is being committed
against them. In the first place, without marriage, and with women
made, as they must be, independent of the indiﬁ?:nl man for support,
there will be no unwelcomed children born; secondly, they will be born in
health and with a lease of life beyond the adult age, and, thirdly, th
will all inherit the same right to equal eduecation—physical, mental an
moral, and thus enter upon adult fife having had equal preparation.

It is as much better to be the ward of society than to be dependent
upon an individual, as society is greater than the individual. Who
wonld not rather have the {ond of the United States—even under
present E:lilical conditions—than that ot any individual? How much
more to preferred for children, then, will be the faith of the future
reconstructed government, over either the tegal or moral duty of the in-
dividual merely. They would do well to examine the outcome of chil-
dren, who cry out against the social revolution, becanse of them. Of all
the improved conditions possible, those of dependent women and chil-
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dren will be most improved. We sre looking eamestly forward to a
better race of men and women, and one of the means by which it will
be produced, will be this condition for children.

To begin. Children must first be conceived, gestated and born in
proper conditions ; and afterward, properly and scientifically reared and
educated ; and with this neither marriage or present customs will have
aught to do ; indeed they have nothing to do with such matters now,
except to interpose obstacles in the way of their natural development.
People argue as if children are the result of marriage, while the truth is,
t‘.:u. u‘: zh:m,‘ marriage i8 an arbitrary incident, merely, entailing un-

ought o .

t is also to be observed that another horrible result of the system of
marriage, is sexual vice, both in children and adults, and when its terrific
ravages are considered, a remedy, let it be whatever it may, should be
jozfully welcomed by the whole world. Ineed not tell you that four-fifths
of the children practice self-abuse before they are old enough, of their own
wisdom to know better ; nor that, finding the inroads it is making upon
their health, they attempt to abandon it, and spermatorrhea is substi-
tuted for the original vice ; nor that almost everybody, female as well
as male, when licensed, legally, to enter upon the relations of sex, are so
fearfully debilitated by this vice, or this di as to debar them from
even a medium measure of happiness ; and still more to unfit them to re-
produce themselves in children. Indeed does vice in childhood culmi-
nate i misery in adult life!

The repressions of law and a pretended public opinion, and the re-
sulting enforced and unwilling relations in marriage, are already yield-
i&g their natural fruit—a growing disgust sexually, between the sexes.

ere I to tell you the extent to which Sodomy in man and its mti.?po
in woman haveattained, I should shoek you beyond measure ; and if to
this I were to add the beastly practices to which resort is had to revive
or stimulate the depraved and demoralized sexuality in men, and women
too, I should disgust you, though speaking nothing but the truth, and
nehtmthutheworl{!needntokn 2

I am only reiterating what is known to be true, by those who have
investigated the subject, medically and physiologically, when I sa 1
that a change for the better must soon be made ; since if things go o
for the next century as they have for the last, there will be no further,
reproduction possible, or even desirable. These are questions of mighty,
import for the consideration of the present.- They come to us, and we,
must determine whether the race shall become extinct, or whether we
will have the moral courage to inquire into the matter. and find the
remedy ; and when found to apply it.

For my part I do not care what that remedy may be. I do not care
if it be promiscuous sexual intercourse for both sexes and all ages. I
do not care if it be, what is to me, the most unpalatable of things. I
would gladly seize hold of it, and expend ever~ vossible effort to secure
its inauguration,

But when the remedy shall be found and accepted, it will be in
perfect In.rmnu{ with the highest happiness and conditions, and the best
interests possible for humanity. It cannot be Ymmiacuoun sexuality ;
since I am prepared to prove that a person who follows this, becomes im-
potent in from six to ten years. d yet I am charged with advocat-
mg such athing asthis. Perhaps, however, we do not yet fully understand
what promiscuous sexuality really is Promiscuousness signifies without
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selection or choice ; it means indiscriminately. Harmonious and recip-
rocal variety is mot, in any proper sense, promiscuousness; nor does
it lead to effect of promiscuousness, which, as I said before, is
impotency.

Indeed if I were to sum uf the meaning of the movement for sexual
freedom in a single sentence, 1 should say : It is a strife fur supremscy
between bestiality in sexual intercourse, on the one hand, and its nor-
mal expression, according to the law of its own nature, on the other
hand. And opponents shall not escape that point, nor blind the eyes of
the ignorant, nor even rouse the superstition of the vulgar, much longer,
by the cry of promiscuousness, when in this strife we know that pro-
miscuousness shall Eo down in a common ruin with everything else in
sexuality that has brought misery, desolation and death into the world.

Now, the remedy for all the ills to which I have called your atten-
tion is the substitution for the present rule of sexual intercourse, the rule
of mutual consent based upon mutual desire, which may be temporary,
or may continue during life. To prove this, it me to ask if any
son ever knew of any imental results following from the application
of that rule ; did ever any disease, or anything but happiness and peace,
follow from natural, mutually desired sexuality? I tell you nay ! You
may search the world through and through and fail to L:d a single ex-
ception. It is impossible that anything but should follow the
natural expression of a natural desire ; while we have found that almost
all the ills of life, follow as the results of intercourse, based upon an en-
tirely opposite rule.

Again, let me ask if any body 18 so blind as to imagine that the law
has anythi %vbauver to do with the begetting of good children ; and,

|' bl: bc.h; ;iren begotten under the rule of love and consent, can pos-
soly

And here I desire to correct an error that exists regarding my th.
of stirpiculture. It is supposed by many, that I eon(end,gwbeyn le:z
man desires a child she should select for its t, some person, who,
from ghyucal health and perfectness, should be something like an ideal
man. I utterly repudiate all such stirpiculture as this. I do not believeit
possible for a woman to produce her child, except by the man whom
she loves best and for whom she has the keenest sexual desire. If this be
for the perfect physical man, why, all the better ; but I have observed
that even when the physical conditions of parents are not so good
as they ht to be, but when they are closely allied br love, that
children ‘f’:f'iov; while I have seen the most inferior children result from
parents who, from physical a; rances, onght, apparently, to beget the
very best ; therefore I am obliged to conclude that the order of chil-
dren depends not so much upon the physical perfection of parents, as it
does upon the perfeotness of the love upon which the sexual impulse is
based, that precedes conception. The conditions for the future gen-
eration of chirdren, then, are : 1st, Perfect love ; 2d, Mutual desire ; 3d,
Perfect health.

Furthermore, I hold that for a woman to have sexual inter course with s
man, for any other reason than that she loves him and has a sexual desire
for him, is to degrade herself, while the ite conditions must nolm-
produce the ite effect of exaltation. I hcpe, therefore, that nobody
will hereafier class me am those stirpiculturists, who reduce the be-
g:hng' of children to the level of that of cattle; and who would exalt the

t merely physically endowed men to be the progenitors of the race,
without d’:) any natural attraction and denying sexuality to all of
inferior wments. I repeat again, and I wish emphatically to impress



12

itu{n you, that, to me, love is the element by which the best children
e begotten; and that when there shall be no sexual intercourse except
that based upon love, then there will be no half-made-up children born
0 be a curse to themselves, and a burden to society.

Again it is to be observed that there it no course so safe when there
is danger of any kind ahead, as to have those who are to encounter it
lu&hinfonne:l of its character, snd thus prepared to meet it. But
in matter of sexuality, the world's practice is entirely different. Those
who know anything about the dangers by which the sexual passion is sur-

make the most strenuous efforts to conceal them from those who
are ignorant of the perils which attend their development. It is utterly
::m dnhgen:o me lmvnnot.hel'l.tho htheu.dﬂh&&c: mdd&o
are so dili in impressing oung un i inst the
habits of lying, cheati lndlhding.whilo never & word is said to them
sbout the of self abuse. Children at some period of growth finds
mnngesenuhonpmaentwiththun.mdintheirdmpﬁdty,pcgp,mkb
learn what it all means; but they are met with a certain and effectual rebuff,
:ghpmbubth lllyh.mge‘ahtedto ndy.umxhhm' ion about the awful wickedn: m
oughts, and the most positive inﬂnuhon' jon never again to entertai
them. But they will come, and they wi notbedilurd:s.“:ndthulthoy
are left to drift almost assuredly into obtaining, surreptitionsly, sufficient
knowledge to teach them the manner in which gratification is With
this knowledge, added to the stifled but still growing passion, they decline
into & morbid sexual condition which, running into years, carries them'
beyond the possibility of a return to natural and healthy action and
to maturity, utterly ruined, sexually and ﬁyiﬂﬂy.

Now, in of this repression, children need early instruction
Eth:lmu“ed nbmaa“ oﬁmmhi:zi’pThquedd wr:;uduught that it ilt;
ivinely-gi or human iness, and to it a8 & capaci
to be dunlhe?:mu_ymth all other capacities. All secretiveness

the da;

itwﬂlbe.’ﬁomthnd.yuwnemal evils that now beset the youth
of will begin to vanish. Familiarity with anything robs it of
the power to harm as well as of tha power to demoralize. If this question
were as common & subject for conversation as that of diet or any
other human need, many of theills that now grow out of it would fade
away, and it would be rapidly reduced to a science, and everybody come
to know to whom they are and to whom they are not related by the ties
of love; and knowing it for their own happiness, would be guided by
this knowledge. !

But what is this mystic power called love and from whence does it
derive ita potent power over mankind? In the first place genunine love is
something beyond volition, and exists entirely indedendent of the will
There never wasa love that was learned. A deep and sincere regard,
even a pure affection, may be acquired; but love is the recognition of the
relationship that exists naturally between the positive and negstive con-
ditions of matter. Wherever there are two or more elements blended, by
attraction, there is the love of nature. Love, therefore, is the attraction
of opposites by the inherent power of relation that exists, but can never be
created. Hencein human beings, it is found exhibiting itself where it is least
suspected to be possible. Moreover when the related elements exist in

2
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xlloveddl:o ht, then the highest—the be the
s s =
love that nhouldmembol.mdhoorlh.vhodo-not the higher love,
n;:‘lh:pﬂuhhvol love and must suffer the consequences
o t law.

Therefore, from the point of human merely, the

whenever they come within of other’s influence. Is it not
(oohlhthm—c{:lultnotmm this, is it not criminal, to st~
tempt to place limits upon this heaven ordained ? we not

“Love free as air at sight of human ties,

Spreads his light wings and in & moment flies.”
hthamlhd&eedmlmhmhmn:yrodhh
tion of humanity out of the awful chasm of misery despair
it has been precipitated by slavery and the endeavor to escape or
duties, to smity, peace and happiness. We may expect from it
isy, deceit and lust will be banished the earth, and that in thei
will be enthroned a love that shall seek to bless, instead of to
o people say Ob, yes! I believe in free love, but

Bat a great man 84 ! ieve in love,
i imb thn{tbeyy:e}iav:hinbeebg)nﬁormnhuh

exactl n their es of love, but not for those who are not 80
lmxeg.PoNowIpl:sh-iving!or lreedom!or-lleonditions;!:rthnu
low down in the scale of development as well as for those higher up the
ladder of progress. A freedom that grants less than this is i
If freedom be an inherent natural right, then all individuals of
status are entitled to it. The only limit that can be placed upon it ia the
boundary of its own ephere, so that the sphere of another shall not be
invaded, without first obtaining the necessary consent. All sexual love
based upon consent must be love, gince there is no compulsion in-

‘What then are we to understand by free lust, and what do they
who :‘d’ they areinfavor of the former but not of the latter? I have already
love to be an attraction existing between opposites in sex, inde-
pendent of the volition of either party, and sexnal intercourse such
oipositel a8 sexual conditions. It can make no di ce
whether those conditions continue an hour, a day or a lifetime. It is suffi-
cient that they exist. Bat lust ia the action of the desire for
sexunl love exhibiting itself in masturbation, sodomy, purchased inter-
course as in itution, or in enforced intercourse as in iage; and
to this sort of lust I am as much opposed as anybody can there-
fore while the people will have marriage laws, I would also have laws to
protect wives from the beastly lust that now prevails so fearfully in mar-
riage, and by which thousands oi wives are annually sent to lmh.m.:ls
s;ves, and the world peopled by intellectual, moral, or social dwarfs
riions.

§'E
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Yes! it exists and what is the remedy? Why, simply the freedom
that will permit this lust to exhibit itself in proper sexual relations and
thus become love ; hence when freedom is inaugarated, Just will have lost
its domain, and there will soon cease to be any such thing. But the ob-
jectors do not mean this, they mean that those who are inclined to con-
stant change, shall not be permitted to ch But whois to decide when
free .om isthe rule? Sarely not any individual for anybody but himself.
8o it matters not how promiscuonsly inclined anybody may be, there can
be no possible riiht to restrain him, except throuch growth from his con-
ditions. This whole natter must be remanded from the control of law to
the sphere of education and growth. The person who desires promiscu-
ous lexlmlimu just the same right to obtain it that he who desirces pure
monogamy to obtain that. To state it differently: They who desire
promiscuousness, have just as good & right to enforce it as a rule for so-
ciety, as they who desire monogamy, have to enforce it as a rule. Itis
strange, however, how few people tgerem who are able to look at this
question from a point of view opposite to their own.

Because I advocate the right of freedom for all classes, I am charged,
as I said before, with advocating promiscnonsness; but I can easily and
clearly show the utter foclishhess and the absurdity of that charge. Iadvo-
cate the freedom for religion, to be enjoyed y by the Christ'an, the
Infidel, the Pagan and the Jew; but I am neither one or the other of any
of these, but a Spiritualist. Now why is it not chasged, because I advo-
cate this freedorr, that I advocate Paganism?  Simply because I do not—
and people are so well versed in religious affairs as not to make so ridicu-
lous an assertion; but the same persons who would never think of charg-
ing me with the ad of fire-worship, because I sdvocate the right of
the fire-worshiper, do not hesitate to charge me with promiscuousness be-
cause I advocate the right to that condition for those who desire it. Is
Mmldugbod ha;owhohihbmthemﬂogyofthnmnﬂmq’ i of my

Sinoe’:bemnlyleauofl{uelﬂull- in the Wezxvy,
mnl have written to ask me if that is Woodbullism. I reply, No

is Hullism without the Wood. But if there be anything that may
ﬂhm called Woodhullism it is this right of everybody to ther
own hvea for m I wish that all professing spintual teachers
would be as honest as mndﬂvhﬂnﬁaubean,ndtell us the
results of their experiences. Shounld they do so, I have no donbt that
many of them would excel their predecessors—the Hulls—in profitable
lessons. I do not think I venture anything in saying if every per-
son present, who has been before the people as a spiri teacher, were
to or her sexual experiences truly, that from this day the rev-
olution would be accomplished. Moses Hull writes in the last Wezxvry that
than fifty speakers have said to him privately: “I have lived thesame

ve, and with the same raul-n;{:lt I am not a big enough fool
ofit” A lot of teachers, surely. They have lived a certain
life from which confess to having received benefit over the accepted
methods, and yet they will not enlighten us by the facts of their experi-
ences so that we may profit thereby.

Com with such hypoerites, Moses Hull is an engel of light, and
I trust the time will come, and that he will have no peace until it
comes, when Moses Hull ghall his own statements by those of &
similar character received from these persons who are afraid to be any-
thing but nypocrites, so that the world may know how much of its happi-



15

if ing else will do it, into reminding a few “immaculates®
m ministered to his mm:: not uncﬂwb:i:xgood taste tode-
nounoce those who advocate sexual freedom.

Mark me, as this warfare for our rights continues, every person who
has lived a free life, which they now attempt to cover by the hue and ery
of “Mad "and “Stop Thief” willbe compelled to stand unmasked be-
fore the world; and I can name a dozen, who now berate Moses Hull, who
when this time shall come would gladly change places with him. Thisin-
fernal hypocrisy -and sham morality have got to he exposed and abolished.
They are sapping the vitals of honor and truth, and threatening the
existence of all faith in humanity.

Whatever yon may =ay of “Woodhullism,” it cannot be that it is rotten
at the core, of deceit ; or that externally it is mildewed by hypoerisy. Yon
may, however, if you will, slime it all over with freedom, sexual freedom
if you please, for the highest as well as the lowest, for all grades and kinds,
and I will still rejoice that this ism is affixed to my name. There is but
one other word in which I glory more than in that of freedom, and
that word is love-—love, the fulfilling of the law. Love, all that we can
know of God—indeed that is God. Oh! what ibilities cluster around
that heavenly name, that shall be realized when, with it, is joined its
needed counterpart, freedom—freedom for love—freedom in .love—free-
dom to love ; and when it shall be the highest ing of life to love and
to be loved frealy—when both men and women shall be able, with pride,
to im it to the world that they love, instead of as now, being com-

to shrink into the dark corners of the earth with their happiness,
-titl':oie:.rned o!hm::m;l‘hen indeed shall nndwomq:n:ohn:.th.

in heaven, who r IAITY Or Are given in marrisge, ven
::sﬂ:uthbe merged in one. ‘Such is to be the fulfilling of the law,
“that ye love one another.”
to another and still more momentous part of my
wn youl:ch{ we die, and itis not because of our false re-
S:n,onr litics or our of them; but because of our false rexual

i is the cause, and here must we look for the remedy.
But how obtainit? I have told you that thoinhbihnboﬂh;sld-:

Now what does the of which so much is said in all so-
called holy, because inspired writings, mean ? Sunpl_ysntumto&
life, as thousande of spirits have been endea: to do for fow

e the
earth ? No spiritualist will be to deny this possibility. Indeed
lbdhv&oithgmnﬂywmdengmmnfgnﬁmvm
8000

But do any consider what that means to us of earth any
imagine that, when the great and good of spirit life, shall return and, in
theﬂuh.lhidowiﬂ:us.%vdlpn ute or to the pres-
ent order of social things? they, who thousands of years have been,
a8 the angels in heaven, neither marrying nor given in marriage, conform
to our lawr which pretend to control sexual intercourse ? will they marry
their loves on earth legally ?

4



Do you not suppose that many, now on earth, are loved in heaven;
and that when thess spirits come again that that love will make itself
manifest? Do you suppose they will care for your marriage laws? I tell
mtbqwillwdkinbyonrhmiﬁumdclﬁmnthirlova&mwhom

s slaves and carry them off before your very eyes. They will come to
your dsughters and inspire them with a love which, perhaps, they have
never known. Will you turn your children from your doors, because,
forsooth, they have dared to love a resurrected spirit, without having the
consent of the Parson or the Squire? Bosh! I am disgusted with such

itiful morality, and I am sorry for those who have yet to be awakened to

o fact that 1t is pitiful, who imagine that purity and virtue are lodged

in a license which 1s hdbth,nt.ooo{oftmty-ﬁveeanhmdup-
wlrdﬁpa-niuingpeop to consort sexually. N

ol will laugh at professed ownership in sex, and tell

can. ’R:;villnnpﬂ:drﬁngmd officers

and spit upon your laws as I have been taught by them, to do. Nor will

who have been sexually inspired of spirits; and many more whom spirita
control and through whom they ree:lpvle the ictions of love. Once
and for all I tell yon, Oh, children of earth, that you had better put your
houses in order and await the coming of the bridaﬁroom or bride.
Accept sexual freedom while yet it can be attained, by degrees, and not
wait until it shall tear your souls at its sudden coming. I know how
hard it is to give up to the embrace of mnother the one whom you
think you love, but whom youn desire for selfish tification rather
::,blel I know that it iso!::neuiert?yinl&' itsclf; and I have come

ou, in time, to warn you to prepare for what is surely ing, aye, is
eve{nxowd our ver]d’;)on.&bla to break in upon you and imi you
like the foolish virgins with your lamps untrimmed.

But the possibility of the resurrection of spirits involves another
startling fact which has been, as yet, barely thought of If the spirit
world has o nearly approached this as to be on the point of being able
to take on the body again at will, this world must be so near to the spirit
world as to be able to throw off the body at will Have yon ever thought
of this? Yet when you think of it you will see that it must be so.
And this means the beginning of the final reunion of the inhabitants of
the two worlds in a common brotherhood. Many of you already know
that the epirit often leaves the body. You know that when many medi-
ums are entranced, the resident spirit is absent from the body. What does
all this mean, except it be the near approach to the possibilityof leaving
the body at will? It is the counterpart to the return of the spirits. Both
spheres advance alike toward each other, and when the union shall come,
it will not alone be spirits coming to earth but mortals going to heaven
as well. Tndeed, it will be both; and heaven and earth will then be for-
ever merged in one.
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, Before this can be established everywhere, however, it must
have a beginning somewhere ; and from that, spread out to the
broad universe. - And it is to this point that all my remarks
have tended. This is the question directly and first at issue.
This solved, and all the rest shall come. T have already said
that the Spirits, engaged in this movement, have concentrated
all their power upon a sin%lle individual ; and that all the op&
sition has also centered there; and the fiercest of battles
been waging for the last eighteen months. It was upon the
point of being solved at that time, ago, but the ignorance, weak-
ness and foolishness of the individual, thwarted it. The fail-
ure called the attention of the opponents to its near realization,
and enabled them to renew the combat at that yoint; and thus
it has waged ; and thus it still wages, undecided. Meanwhile
the time approaches, when it must be decided, or go by, and
the world be remanded, as I said before, to a long age of dark-
ness and desolation, compared to which there is nothing record-
ed in history. Civilization will be blotted out and the Spirit
world shut from earthly view a million years. Is it any wonder
that I am in carnest when I know these things are threateni:ﬁt
How can I hold my peace and see all this befall the fair
and its civilization, which is so advanced on the road toward
the millennial era ; indeed is just about to enter upon it1

But what must this beginning bei Why, evidently the
attainment of the power over death by a human being, to coun-
terpart the power over life, by a Spirit; that is: an Inhabitant
of the earth-sphere, must attain to the condition of superiority
over death, so as to counterpart the condition of an inhabitant
of the Spirit-Sphere, with whom it is %gssible to assume, at will,
the material form ; that is, again, that a human being must
attain a spiritnalized materiality, such as Spirits will take on
when they shall return. It will be readily nnderstood that,
when the final union has occurred ; when Spirits become mate-
rialized, and human beings become Spiritualized, that the bodies
in which both shall appear will be of the same btherialized ma-
terial. Now this is what I mean, when I say there must be a
beginning somewhere, in order that the desirable. may spread
everywhere. This beginning will be with a single individual,
and when attained, there mﬁ be perfect Spirit Materialization.
From this it will spread, throngh many, to all individuals both
in and out of the present bodies.

The birth of the possibilitly ; the first realization of the con-
ditions, will be to the world like the birth of any new fact in
science, to be mpid]gv made use of by persons here and there all
over the world. Then when once the demonstration comes, it
will run with lightning speed around the world and revolativn-
ize every existing custom, form, law, and nearly every pretended
science, and every habit of life,

Now, are you ready to receive what I was on the point of
sa; early in my subject? And wil! youn accept it m
from the Spirit world ; from Spirits whc represent the



18

forces of that world, and who are to inaugurate their govern-
ment on earth ; coming from them through one who has had
anﬁ;':ient experience to know of her own knowledge that it is
true

I presume there may be a dozen ns, not more, in this
hall who, at some time in their lives, have felt magnetic thrills,
based on sexual contact, that for the time have transformed
them, so that they scarcely knew whether they were in this or
the other sphere, and which have lingered for months, in
greater or less power; and many more who from, perhaps, the
slightest touch of another, have felt the magnetic currents course
every nerve in their bodies, but from the contact not proceeding
to sexuality, not experiencing the perfect ecstasy of the other
condition? Now, this condition is the perfect sexual blending
of the sexes, and those between whom it exists are perfectly
mated sexually, and married divinely. And it is, that every
individual in the world may find his or her sexual mate who
shall be this revelation, and arrive at this ethereal condition,
that I have raised my voice, and suffered all I have for sexual
freedom. And will any venture to say there is a single person
in the whold world who is not insanely prejudiced against free-
dom, who does not desire to arrive at this condition ; indeed
who would not sell all that he has if, with the proceeds, it could
be purchased ?

This is what I mean by the impossibility of disease when
perfect sexual conditions are present. Those who have any near
:ﬁ)proach to them cannot be sick; and those who shall have

em perfected, cannot die. I say, some have experienced the
conditions of which I speak ; but not yet has anybody in the
world gained them perfectly. The experiences that have oc-
curred, and which are a prophecy of what is in store for every
human being, have been impossible of continuation becauvse of
the preventing irfluences of our present system of social slavery.
The subjects of them, (prelerrinq the approval of society, rather
than the possession of eternal life (not contemplating that the
condition meant the final trinmph over death), have failed to be
free, in which condition only it can come.

And what I mean by being free is, to be so far above cari
for the world, or what it or anybody in it may say, as to stan
boldly before it and live complete freedom. To be enslaved by
public opinion, to be prevented from doing right from fear of
what anybody may aa{ or anybody do, is to be in a more cursed
slavery than is that of law itself. I would rather be sold and
delivered, by law, to a man, than to be compelled to live with
him, not being married, from the force of public opinion. I tell
you that many reformers are in a worse slavery than they are
whom they would emancipate. And I know it.

There is a something abroad in the land, however, thai
assumes the name of freedom—in which to hide its deformitie:
—against which I wish to declare m{oﬁmmﬂ objections. 1t it
that freedom which conceals itself behind the mask of hypoc
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risy ; that seeks its own line of life while ing, for living
something quite different - that has a make-believe love for the
husband or the wife, while really loving elsewhere ; that receives
the caresses of the husband or wife, inwudl{ disgusted by them,
while lavishing those which proceed from the heart, elsewhere.
Once, and for all time, permit me to say, that I hold this thing
—which many people at present call freedom, and which many
more live, and name it respectability—is the poison Upas tree of
the present social condition, and the bane of freedom. Beside
such damned hypocrisy as this, Moses and Elvira Hull are, in
mz esteem, as white as snow. People must live the lives with
which they wish to stand accredited before the world. Then,
and not till then, can there be freedom ; since those who live a
life they do not wish the world to know, are degraded slaves,
as much below the negro or the legal slave, as he who wallows
in bestiality for its own sake, is below her who sells her body to
buy food for her starving children.

The new element that the Spirits require for the p
of more effective and permanent matermn' tions, is a spiritual-
ized sexual aura, to be exhaled by the perfect blending of the
sexes, in the highest aud divinest relations known to humanity.
The conditions, requisite to develop this element, reside, without
question, in many individuals—many of individuals ; and
without doubt, various temporary exhibitions of the perfect
unity of these conditions have occurred, which, had there been
unlimited freedom for their existence, might, ere this, have
evolved what is mi:ired; hence, the triumph over slavery, in
all its forms, must be, before these conditions can be, and con-
tinue. , All things that operaté as obstructions or hindrances,
must be removed, so that the opposite mes of the battery may
remain in undisturbed connection. Like the magnetic tele-
graph, the medium over or through which the positive and neg-
ative currents pass, must be unbroken and undisturbed.  The
foul atmosphere, arising from a diseased public opinion, must
be corrected by the sanitary influence of some powerful disin-
fectant, so that its miasm may not blight the new-born life, nor

ison its vigorous action. . The child of heaven must live, even
if all that is must die that it may live ; but to no such extremity
need thing:ocome, if the contaminating grasp of the despot be
removed from the throat of freedom, and it be permitted to
breathe, as if it had a right in the world. But there must be
freedom before there can be life ;y and there must not be so much
as a criticism, even, of public opinion, to prevent its full and
free reception and action; nor to deter the people from seeking
it with earnest desire.

I said in my Steinway Hall speech, ‘T am a Free Lover. I
have an inalienable, constitutional and natural right to love
whom I may ; to love as lonﬁ or as short a period as I can; to
change this love every day if I please, and with this right neither
you nor any law you can frame have any right to interferc.” I
will supplement this by saying now: will love whom I
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m:ﬁi that I will love as long or as short a period as I can; that
I c this love whenever the conditions to which I have
referred indicate that it ought to be changed ; and that neither

on nor any law you can make shall deter me. I hope every-

y will understand just what sort of 2 Free Lover I am, and
never have any more contention over it. :

Now, do you not see the solution of this whole matter? The
strife in life is to be, to attain to the condition of triumph over
death, and this comes only by the perfect blending of two of
opposite sex. To gain this there must be, as in every other
department of discovery, freedom to experiment, until the law
that governs it is discovered, when everybody will be able to
know who is his negative or her positive.

I wish here, however, to explain what will be perhaps un-
welcome to many, who think that, promiscuousness is the pro-
cess through which this boon is to be gained. Iam sorry to
feel compelled to disappoint their anticipations; but I do not
mean, if I can help it, to be misunderstood about this matter
any longer.

The law by which this attainment is governed is this: the
greater the number of failures made by people in seeking their
- sexual mates, the greater the difficultywill be in mating when they
are found. This will become evident when it is considered that
every sexual act which is not the legitimate expression of sexual
unity, has a deleterious effect on the sexunal oergans and impulse.
This may be illustrated by the stomach. hungry person¢
may, in the absence of the most d;;roper food, eat that which,
not being best adapted to his condition, will produce derange-
ment of the stomach ; bat which, nevertheless, serves to pre-
vent starvation for the time. A sufficient continnance of this
food will cause chronic dyspepsia, which will yield only when
that which was needed at the outset to prevent the disease, is

So also is it with Sexnality. Pure and perfect conditions
and uses are as necessary to its health, as is proper food for the
stomach. In the absence of perfect conditions, imperfect rela-
tions are maintained, which, continued indefinitely, produce
chronic derangement — demoralization — of the organs, and
through them, as I have shown, of the system generally, which
derangements can be cured, only, by the perfect sexnal blend-
ing of two perfectly or nearly related natures. Hence the
young, who have never had sexual experience, are the foremost
candidates for the new era of perpetuated life; while those who
do not attain it, will continue to die and arrive at this condition
from the opposite sphere by the opposite process, prolonged
perhaps to hundreds of years.

Looking at this matter from another stand-point, it is seen
that when its facts are recognized, as they will be, the whoiv
social rule of society will be revolutionized, since the strif» wi'
then be for life, instead of for wealth ; but I cannot enter upo.
this broad field now, -



n

By this new motive, given to sexuality, it is, at once and
forever, lifted from the giire and filth, int{o which it has been
cast by the debaucheries of the world, co: uent upon mis-
taken sexual restrictions, and seated upon the throne, it cometh
to judge the world in righteousness. It is indeed the Christ
that is to come, by whom every person shall be justified of him-
self and to himself ; by whom alone can any man be saved from
the vices, superstitions and miseries of earth-life. It is by this
gate by which alone the kingdom of heaven—happiness—can
be entered ; and whether we first lay the mortal body in the
1.;;0!1:1(1'.,l a'llxd enter it from the other sphere, having pa;:d
through the purgatory necessary to our sins; or been
driven to the ge;ms o?t.he lowest hell gy :ﬁe tremendous weight
of our iniqnities, that they may be consumed by its quenchless
fire ; or whether we enter it by the direct and natural methods
of regular growth—continuous evolution—without the descent
into purgatory or hell, depends upon the use we shall make of
this new-found salvation. This is not only to usher in the res-
urrection of the dead, and thus fulfill the Scripture, but also to

unite the parts of the system of salvation, which are now scat- %

tered among the various religious beliefs, into one complete and
porfect system for the whole world.

There has been personal experience sufficient to prove that
what the spirits have told me about this matter, is true. Almost
every woman, atsome time in her life, has suffered from false sex-
ual relations. Many who by nature are eminently endowedl.,I sexu-
ally, seldom or never know delight, thinking the while that
they love their husbands with their whole souls; but they will
some time learn, that this is custom and education rather than
genuine affection on the part of either. For years these endure
sexual starvation, since starvation means unconsummated sex-
ual desire. They lose their health, not knowing the cause.
They grow old before they are filly matured in form, and some
disease sets in that ultimately proves fatal, and of which itis
imgined they die, while the real cause lies back in these false
sexual relations.

Bnt all these long weary years, there is a void in the inner
soul of every woman, which tells spiritnally and prophetically
—for all women are endowed in this way to a greater or less ex-
rent—of a lover with whom she shall traverse the infinitude of
futurity. In spirit dream she wanders the woods and hills with
liim, and gathers flowers of sweetest fragrance ; and when some
corrow presses her heavily, his Spirit comforts and sooths.
And when she meets, as meet all shall, oh what a revelation.
\Vords arc insignificant to express it. A new life dawns. A
low and thrilling melody breaths transcendent strains of hope
and fear, and the longing ear listens lest one sweet note escape,
and the hope go by forever. The stars grow brighter ; the moon
fairer; the fields greener, and all nature roll onward in its
mighty circuit, in an atmosphere of perfect joy. The heart
beats faster ; the eye sparkled with a new lustre; the crimson



despens on cheek and lip, the voice grows low and deep and
tremulous; and the whole being tmlu with ecstasy as it
recognizes and embraces the companion so long watched and
prayed for. The emaciated form assumes its rounded p:ggor-
tions; disease vanishes, and in she is a woman restored to
her gnstm ine beauty, vigor and life.

'o sum up what I have to sa{l:n this most important of
questions, and to generalize what I have said upon the subject
of sexuality, I wounld repeat that the conditions under which
progressive rejuvenation or immortality in the form may be at-
tained, can only be secured under the auspices of absolute and
entire freedom—a freedom not incompatible with perfect law,
but its certain consequent and proper consummation. Let us
hope that it may soon be established, notwithstanding the fact
that it has taken to evolve the yet imperfect law which ob-
tains among us. To the credit of our country, in our Revolu-
tionary War we placed the keystone in the arch of man’s spiri-
tual freedom when we dec! in our Constitution, if not civil,
at least religious liberty, and guaranteed it to our people by
law. We must now advance upon that position and ordain
Soaial Freedom, which is its natural ally, and its necessary aid
and support.

And of all freedom that the spirit of man or woman can
conceive, or the heart of woman or man can desire, the highest
—Social Freedom—culminating in personal liberty, is the most
valuable. It is the natural foundation, the true basis of all
other liberties. We must affirm, and, as far as we are able,
must secure for all human beings this most sacred of all rights
—a right which belongs to every man and every woman (uncon-
victed of crime} at all times, in all places, and under all circum-
stances ; and of all functions in the body of a man or woman to
which this greatest of liberties most especially pertains, the
sexual function is the most important: it must not and ought
not to be disturbed in its offices by arbitrary laws, unless it un-
warrantedly invades another’s liberties ; and the effort to reduce
it tc legal or religious bondage has resulted, and ever must
resu't, in introducing into society misery, bestiulity, anarchy
and destruction. If we would change the present rotten state
of the world with to our sexual horrors, all that we have
to do is to acknow etzge and inaugnrate this grandest of all
liberties ; to recognize the riﬁltlot woman to rule in the domain
of the aﬁections; to aid the development of the natural love
that yet exists between the sexes; and to guard our children
from that ignorance in sexual matters which has decimated and
is decimating the present generation of 1:1ankind.

Then, and not till then, when we bave performed all the
above-mentioned duties, may we look for our reward in that
progressive and P! i e, which I believe is even now at
our doors, waiting for admission. When that is obtained then
shall we behold a light without a shadow, a morn without an
eve, a day without & night. Then shall we be able to bridge



over the gloomy chasm of death, and to build for ourselves a
Jacob's ladder, reaching from earth to heaven, on which spirits
and mortals will be perpetually en, ascending and descend-
ing in unending harmony and felicity. It may be that not one
of us may witness this fulfillment of the prophecies of the 3
but, if we do our duaty, we have every reason to hope, and I, for
one, believe, that we shall soon succeed. We are now like
Bunyan’s Pilgrims in Doubting Castle, the den of the giant
Despair; but, like them also, we have a key in our bosoms that
will unlock the gate of it, and let us out into the ﬂ°'°"w
fields ol! pleasure and delight, and the name of that key

Li

Yes—Liberty! Full and free in all matters pertaining to
humanity ; civil, political, religious, social and segenal i %
When that is attained, then may we hope by right education
achieve for men and women, that improvement and exaltation
which we have already accompli by arbitrary laws, based
upon those of nature, for flowers, fruits and animals. Then
may we look to bid adieu to the miserable and deformed speci-
mens of humanity, which now meet us on every side, too often
exposing their infirmities as a means of soliciting our charity.
Then may we aspire to see nations doing their duty by their
children, extending their fostering care over them in their in-
fancy, and bringing them up tenderly to labor and to love.
Then may we expect woman to throw off the chains of the bar-
barisms of the fashions, and prove in propria persona that art
cannot improve the charms which nature has lavished on her
when following right counsels and obeying true laws. Then
may we also find in man, not a pitiless tyrant absorbed in the
pursuit of money, but a benign benefactor, the provider and
careful distributor of the wealth of communities.

Oh! that these my earnest desires may speedily be realized !
That the ghastly darkness in which the world is now involved
with regard to sexual affairs may rapidlly pass away ! That,
b{ the attainment of a better knowledge of ourselves we may be
able to produce a very superior race of men and women to that
at present existing ! the sexual miseries and bestialities
of the present time may soon be annihilated forever! If I had
the power I would unvail all the hidden horrors of the system
which now are covered, to the scorn and loathing of the world ;
but I would do so, as the skillful surgeon dissects a rotten
corpse, not to injure the dead—but to benefit the living :

I hack to teach; not mangle to expose.

But the world charges me with taking delight in so nauseous
an occupation. It is mistaken. I would that my lot had fallen
in pleasanter places; but it has not. Sufiicient for me, and for
:h}l of us, if, in our passage through life. we perform our duties
erein.
Alas! who should envy me mYy positiont Fortune, fame,



a good name, even health itself, has been demanded from me in
my work, and I have given—cheerfully given them all. I have
been thé sport of socie'tiy—-in many instances the rejected of the
sex I have served and am serving so well. The debauched
ruffian, tobacco-stained, gnd redolent with the fumes of whisky,
E)ints at me as something worse than himself. I have been for

e past three years pitilessly lampooned and carricatured inlewd
and impossible positions by execrable artists, in thejpublic press;
unjustly hounded outof my office by the minions of the law ; my
business destroyed without hope of renovation; torn from my
family and illegagldy imprisoned for more than a month ; exces-
sive bail demanded from me, not for the purpose of security,
but with intent to compass my further oppression ; and all these
for an act which has since been repeated by other journals, with
addjtions——withoul;snnishment. Added to this, as a consequent
of the intense mental anxiety arising from judgment deferred, I
have been stricken almost to death, having been in a comatose
state for many hours, so that my life was, for a long time,
almost despaired of by my nearest friends and kindred. Yet—
in spite of all this—I am here, unc fighting the old, old
)? e for the liberty of woman, and the consequent exaltation
of man.

Neither do I despair of the cause I advocate, or mourn over
the price it has cost me. Individnal personal freedom, culmi-
nating in perfect sexual liberty, is indeed a pear] of great price,
whose value is beyond computation. It cannot be too dearly
purchased, forinitis hidden the world’s regeneration ; and, what-
ever may be said of those who battle for it, the future is certain
to do justice to their memories, and crowh them with garlands
of honor. Nor will their recompense be alone the applause of
humanity in after times, but they will receive a more immediate
reward for their exertions in the cause of virtue and of justice,
in that glorious Summer Land, to which we are all rapidly has
tening—that happy place, where and delight are the

rizes awarded to all who have developed their own souls here,
y performing their duties freely toward their fellow-mortals.

And although, at the present time, in the industrial, civil,
financial, intellectual and social world, every thing appears to
be in chaotic confusion, I have the faith to believe, that the pic-
ture of the future I previously painted will soon be su ed
by = glorious and unending ty. Isit wicked for me to wish
for the realization of such a vision? That human beings ma
speedily be relieved from their fetters, and men and women w;
forth free in the light of perfect pur'ty, holiness, liberty and
love. sSurely not! In the lanﬂmge of the ancient seer, then,
let m: conclude this lecture, calling upon all of yon to aid in
bringing forward so blessed a consummation. ‘‘And the Spirit
and the Bride say—Come!—and let him that heareth, say—
Come!—and let him that is athirst—Come! And whosoever
will, let him drink of the ¢ Water of Life’ freely.



