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SPIRITUALISM.

THE MODERN MYSTERY.

It is my intention to deal with the subject of this
evening’s Lecture strictly as a QuEsTIoN, and that an open
one, viewing it from an entirely neutral stand-point, and
giving a summary of the evidence for and against with
judicial impartiality. I do not come forward to give my
opinion up on its reality, or non-reality, its propriety or non-
propriety. I place my audience in the position of Jurors,
to come to what decision they may be able, or even perhaps
to none.

This as it were judicial mode of dealing has I believe
been but seldom if ever resorted to by speakers or writers on
the subject. 'We have had believers and advocates on the
one hand, zealously propagating their beliefs and opinions
from tho Platform and through the Press; and opponents
uttering denial or condemnation from the same sources,
from the Sciontific Lecture-room, and on a few occasions
from the Pulpit as well ; but with tho exception of the Lon-
don Dialectical Society’s Committee of Investigation, few
persons have taken the trouble to acquire the most superficial
knowledge of the alleged facts, previously to forming and
proclaiming their convictions. One says, it is contrary to
scripture,” but when asked how, confesses he is unable to
explain. Another denies the existence of its alleged phe-
nomena, but with the same breath mentions accounts of
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them given by non-spiritualist eye-witnesses, of whose
intelligence and discernment, as well as rectitude, he has the
highest opinion, and whom he will on no account believe
untruthful, or deluded as to facts, thus refuting his own
assertion, if any evidence is worth acceptation. Another
says, “I don’t understand it, therefors it is Satanic,’ a sequence
somewhat illogical. A fourth, “I don’t know anything
about it, and am therefore certain it must be Electricity, or
the manifestations alleged do not occur at all, consequently
they arejugglery.” Another will say, “being in defiance of
known natural laws they cannot occur; independent move-
ment of inert matter is impossible, a table cannot move
without visible means, and against the law of gravitation.”
But a Balloon is made to overcome gravitation by an ¢nvi-
sibls gas, and motior, without contact, is induced in the
telegraph needle by the invisible magnetic fluid.

To all objectors as to reality of the alleged facts the
Spiritualists persist in replying, like Gtalileo of old, ¢ still it
moves,” Is their assertion, like his, to remain unrefuted ?
Are we really to seek for the living unto the dead ?

It has been said that the ends of study are best served
by announcing undiscovered regions of thought, and so
communicating through hope new activity to the torpid
spirit, and certainly few subjects tend to lead the mind into
higher, deeper, or wider ranges ‘of speculative study than
those which concern our own nature and our future.

Placed at the head of the animal chain by his organiza-
tion and mental attributes, Man is subject to laws which
originate from various causes, over which ho possesses
limited power, the result of the exerciso of his mental
attributes. It is also said that to Man belongs a continuous
existence, with consciousness of individuality and identity,

[\
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after everything by which we have been used to recognizo
him as an individual has clearly ceased; and the substance
of which he is a mode is either entirely incognisable, or
is cognised under conditions (as for example, of decomposi-
tion into the inorganic, or entire or partial absorption into
other animals), which preclude the possibility of any admis-
sion of continued existence on the part of the individual.

That is to say, any existence of a distinct immaterial
entity, uninfluenced and uninfluencible by the conditions
which affect the human body.

According to this belief, Man must be considered otk
as a Spiritual entity, possessing attributes and faculties
peculiar to himself, and as an organised material Being,
endowed with functions and bearing relations to surrounding
matter in common with the lower animal creation. The asso-
ciated action of these constituents ultimates in whatis known
as Man, and many philosophers incline to the belief that Man
is only Man while these constituents arein that state of affinity
or combination known as life; in fact that death either tempo-
rarily or permanently destroys man’s individuality—while
others regard the Spiritual entity as the real Man, the
material body being but an instrument or accessory to enable
him to play & part in the visible world during his probation
thereon. It must always be remembered, however, that
there is such an essential duality of thought and matter,

.that mind cannot be a result of organization or an outcome of
spontaneously generated matter according to the ideas of
the Materialists.

In our utter ignorance of the ‘“laws” of what we call
Spirit, our ideas and descriptions of this intangible and
impalpable part of ourselves are really only descriptions of
the absence of all known properties of matter, with- the
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addition of capabilities and properties, as well as powers or
foroes, which we imagine it must possess, because we find
them wanting in the material, or at least not perceptible
therein, by our external senses.

It is to be regretted that those who carefully observe
and truly report any fact of an extraordinary or supramun-
dane character, generally receive denial, abuse, ridicule,
and every kind of injustice, from lofty scorn to vulgar
invective, and are treated with more or less civility in the
expression as either knaves or fools, liars, or victims of
- imposture.

Thero have been certain extraordinery mental phenom-

_ena occurring at all periods, and in every stage of human
culture and condition of society, in which we have all more
or less believed, but about which there have been the most
diverse opinions. Some have treated such phenomena as
delusions, or & something bordering on insanity,—many
have sneered at, or tried to laugh them down,—some have
ascribed them to imposture, and refused to believe in‘them
at all,—while others most devoutly believing in them, sup-
posed them to be occasioned by visits from the spirit world.
The witch has been supposed to have communication with
the Devil, and to have obtained from him, in barter for
her soul, some worthless power of doing evil for the sake
of doing it. The Diviner has been supposed to be indebted
for his knowledge to good or evil spirits according to the
character of his divinations: but the disposition to believe
in Spiritual Agencies as a means of escaping from the
necessity of patient observation, and the labour of collecting
facts and tracing them to their causes hes very much dimi-
nished of late, though it is interesting always to discover
that the further progress we make in philosophy, the less

.\\
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reagon have we to believe that the universal testimony of
ages and nations to the appearance of seemingly supernatu-
ral beings is not a false testimony, but at worst a little
exaggeration. It would seem not so very unreasonable to
imagine, that although the Spirit is invisible in its natural
state, the Soul may by will or other power be able to cause
it to assume certain modifications, which may render it
temporarily visible, and even tangible, as happens to vapour
by condensation, and since it is by means of the intervention
of sounds and movements, produced by action of the Spirit,
determined by the soul (or will) on the inert matter of our
physical organizations, that we communicate ideas to each
other, while in the material body, it is not surely so very
inconsistent to imagine that sounds should be employed by
disembodied souls to indicate their presence and thoughts,
when themselves invisible, by reason of certain laws of the
immaterial, with which we are unacquainted, The Rev. John
‘Wesley has well said, ¢ What pretence can I have to deny
well-attested facts, because I cannot comprehend them ? if
belief in the possibility of the intercoursa of Spirits with
men be denied, it is in fact giving up the Bible, and if
admitted, the whole system of Deism, Atheism, and
Materialism falls to the ground.”

One of the strongest objections urged against
accounts of these occurrences is,—Did you ever see them
yourself ? But it may be answered, No, nor did X ever see
a murder, yet I believe there is such a thing, and I cannot,
as a reasonable man; deny the fact, though I never saw it,
and perhaps never may. It should also always be borne in
mind that visible natural phenomena mostly proceed from
an nwisible cause, as attraction and repulsion from magnet-
ism ; growth from an inherent formative power, *Vitality,”
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the result of we know not what; and the same may be said
of nearly every function and phenomenon of nature,
including thought, volition, ete.

Before referring any peculiar phenomena, either in the
outer world or in the human mind, to the direct agency of
super-natural good or evil powers, over riding or setting
aside the ordinary laws of the Universe, and interposing
with a spseial agency to effect some special object, we should
be quite sure that we are not dealing with natural phenom-
ena. For however strange, difficult, complex, or obscure
these latter may be, we may yet hope, by patience and
perseverance, to come at length to understand them, while
we could not hope to contend with spirits, or to comprehend
what are the motives which influence them, or what are the
principles which may determine them to interfere or to
remain inactive. For as the material, as I before stated,
can but negatively apprehend the immaterial, the difficulty
of ascertaining laws and conditions of the latter would
seem almost insuperable.

The arguments of the Metaphysician have been
‘accepted by many as having amply proved the existence of a

_spiritual entity in Man, distinet from the material organi-
zation in which it works, and by which it is brought into
relation with the external world. By attempting to investi-
gate these phenomena on the hypothesis that they ‘are
neither accidental nor supernatural, but simply manifesta-
tions of the human mind, acting in accordance with certain
fixed. laws, and so referable to some common law of
human nature, we shall be moving in the direction of
the truth. For the work of the pure physicist lies
among material facts, and as long as he finds natural
eonditions sufficient for the explanation of such mental
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phenomena, he may wisely abstain from seeking for other
causes. But, if he cannot collect material facts sufficient
to prove the existence of spirits, nor trace evidences of
their continually traversing the order of this lower world,
he cannot disprove their existence. Such facts there may
be, though they elude his observation, or he may not yet
understand how to search for them, or what kind of facts
to look for.

The great difficulty in the way of a scientific investiga-
tion of such questions is that we are dependent for facts
on the observations of individuals, we cannot cause them to
bo repeated at will, so as to experimentalise upon them,
and the observer being generally at the time of obser-
vation in a super-excited state of mind, and becoming
more excited by what he has witnessed, relates to us the fact,
and with it his own interpretation, generally delivered in a
dogmatic form, and abundantly coloured by the imagination.
The strong tendency of the human mind to pry into the
unseen, and to discover the actual relations of the present
to the future, is far indeed from being a thing of to-day,
but it would certainly seem that some of the most vital
questions involved in this great theme were never so
anxiously considered by large numbers of people as now.
Spiritualism, whatever may be our opinions of its truth
or fallacy, is certainly worthy of serious attention as one of
the features of modern civilization. Originating under its
existing phase less than a quarter of a century ago, in
America, it has since that period been diffused through
Britain, and the Continent, and is now extending to the
East, where, however, under some form it has never ceased
to be cultivated. During the process of diffusion, more
rapid in regard to geographical extension than any similar
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movement on record, except Mahomedanism, it has
attracted the attention, not alone of the vulgar and the
ignorant, or even the morbidly curious, but of persons in
all classes, from the monarch to the peasant. The agency
of departed spirits, both good and evil, has been claimed
by this mysterious intelligence in all its numerous forms of
manifestation, for itself, steadily, against all opposition,
. from its first appearance over twenty years ago, until this
day. Wherever this intelligence has been interrogated
under conditions which itself prescribes, its great leading
and persistent response to the question, ¢ 'What are you? "
has been, ““ We are Spirits.” Judging by what has been
reported by the witnesses of these ¢ manifestations,” it
would seem that whatever may be the character of the
intelligence in the back ground, the communications are so
modified by the qualities of the ¢ medium,” and the
accessories of the ¢ circle,” that the phenomena are a
compound result of manifold influences, demanding the most
careful discrimination in any attempted estimate of their
value, whether as psychological facts or spiritual tests.
One of the chief questions in essaying to estimate the value
of the evidence of the phenomena, by proving if the
¢ intelligence” be that of those present, (in the body,) or of
disembodied spirits, and which seems as it were to stand on
tho threshold of enquiry is,—Do the communications ever
surpass the united knowledge of the circle ?

From these introductory remarks we will proceed to
consider the rise and history of Modern Spiritualism, with
its phenomens, rules, and conditions, as set forth by its
professors in Loctures, Literature, &c., keeping as closely
os possible to their own words, in many cases quoting
literally, that the case they submit may as it were speak

"
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for itself. This deone, we will go on to examine the various
solutions offered in explanation or refutation of its pheno-
mena, and the theories advanced for its subversion, with the
view to estimating their efficiency—first, then, as to the rise
and history of Spiritualism. .

A It is believed to have commenced in America, in the
house of a family named Fox, in Hydesville, U.S. Rappings
having no visible cause were heard in and about the house in
which they lived. On interrogation, intelligent responses

* were found to proceed from these sounds. By the means of

a code of signals, one rap to mean No, and three Yes,

the agent producing the sounds stated that he was

the Spirit of a Man, who had been killed in that house
many years ago, and that his bones would be found under

a certain spot in the cellar. This on examination proved

to be a fact. The account of these phenomena given by

Mzrs. Fox, under date of March 1st, 1848, is as follows ;:—
¢ My hushand had not gone to bed when we first heard the noise this

evening. I knew it as distinct from all other noises I had ever heard -

in the house. My daughter, who is fifteen years of age, said in sport,
¢ Now, just do as I do, count, One—Two—Three—Four,” at the same
time, striking one of her hands upon the other. The exact number of
blows which she made were repeated, she became startled, I said, count
ten, when it made ten strokes or noises, I then asked if it was a spirit,

and if it was, to give two sounds ? 1 heard two sounds as soon as the
he words were spoken.”

‘When it became known that the Fox family were said
to be holding communications with disembodied spirits,
many persons began to enquire into it, and to question the
strange noises they heard, in many cases receiving intel-
‘ligent answers. This strange matter soon spread, circles
of enquirers were formed, numerous so-called Media of these
spirit communications were developed, and numbers of
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intelligent and scientific men announced their convictions
that no known law could account for these phenomena.

Spiritualism was introduced into England in the year

1855, by Daniel Douglass Home, and for 18 years has been
spreading over this country, most rapidly however, both in
London, and the Provinces, during the past five years,
public opinion being very divided as to its nature.

The extent to which it has attained is by many persons
not even imagined. On the authority of Judge Edmunds,
of New York, it is stated that in the year 1867, there were
in America eleven millions of spiritists, in other words, every
fourth person in that country; and in 1864, according to
‘Wmn. Howitt, there were twenty millions of spiritists in the
whole world. Since these dates the growth of the system
has been rapid and extensive. In London, Liverpoal,
Manchester, Glasgow, and numerous other towns and cities, -
regular weekly, and fortnightly séances are held, and its
supporters have their newspapers and magazines, while
hundreds of volumes, and myriads of tracts, have been
published in advodacy of their cause.

A complete system of philosophy has been established
in France, by Allan Kardec, in America, by Andrew Jackson
Davis, and Anna Blackwell as the ¢ Great Harmonia,”
and the ¢ Re-incarnation Theory,” while a form of Religion
has also resulted, which has organised itself into a Church,
amongst the Priests and Priestesses, of which we find in
the foremost ranks, Mr. Peebles, Mrs. Hardinge Britten,
and Mrs. Cora Tappan, who has been conducting the
services of the so-called Spiritual Church, every Sunday
evening, in the Metropolis. The ethics of spiritual philoso-
phy and the tenets of the Spiritual Church, based as they
are said to be on the direct  teachings of the spirits,” I
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must leave to be dealt with on another occasion, as it is
now time we took a glance at some of the alleged,
¢ Manifestations.” These are said to be, 1st those known
as “ physioal,” (being of the grosser or lowest grade,) such
as the moving of material substances, ;without material
contact, and in opposition to known forces ; the production
of sounds without the use of material substances or visible
contact, as the rappings upon furniture, walls, etec.,
and the playing upon musical instruments, Levitations, or
the floating or carrying of the human body i the air, in
defiance of the law of gravitation, without visible support,
and the conveying of persons from one place to another at
8 great distance without the ordinary means of locomotion
or transit, as witness, the reputed aerial journey of the
Rev. Mr. Monck, who has recently stated, that having
retired to rest, at Bristol, one night, he awoke in early
morning at Swindon, on the lawn of a clerical friend, none
of the usual means of transit having been available to him
during the intervening hours; also, the carrying of Mrs.
Guppy, and the depositing of that lady in a room, with
closed doors and windows, within which a dark séance was
at the time being held, no solution of continuity of the
ceiling, doors, walls, or windows, being observable after
the event. The following account of this occurrence was
given by a well-known Manchester merchant in a letter
which appeared in the ¢ Echo” newspaper on the 8th of
June, 1871, the editor in a foot-note testlfymg to the high
respectability of the writer :—

“ At a Circle held at the house of Herne and Williams, in London,
thore wero presont three ladies and eight gentlemen, many of thom
strangers to Spiritualism, the room was darkened and the doors locked,

but neither door nor window could have been opened without the
admission of light from the outside being perceptible to the company
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present. After various phenemens, some one asked the Spirit (Ratie
King) to bring something ; another observing ina joking way, ¢I wish
she would bring us Mrs. Guppy,” upon which some one else remarked,
¢ good gracious, I hope not, she is one of the biggest women in London."
The Spirit Katio’s voice said ¢I will” The Spirit John King shouting
‘you can’t do it;’ we were all laughing at the absurdity of the idea,
when in an instant somebody called out ¢there is something on my
head,” simultaneously with a heavy bump on the table, and a soream.
A matoh was instantly struck, and there was Mrs. Guppy standing on
the centre of the table, with the whole of us seated around it, closely
packed together as we sat at the commencement. Both doors were
still locked, Mrs. Guppy appeared to be in & trance, and completely
motionless, she had one arm accross her eyes with a pen in her hand,
and an account book in the other, which was hanging at her side.
‘When she came to herself she seemed very much affected, and began to
ory, she said, the last thing she could remember was, that she was sit-
ting at home, three miles away, making up her week’s accounts of
household expenditure, and that a friend (Miss Neyland,) was in the
room with her, reading & paper. The ink in the pen was wet, and tho
last word she had begun to write was smeared and scarcely dry. From
the joking remark about bringing Mrs. Guppy, to the time she was on
the table, three minutes did not elapse. Aftor the séance was over, threo
of us offered to escort her home, so that enquiries might be made at her
house, before she would have time to say what had been done, though
the idea of collusion seemed preposterous. We found Miss Neyland in
great wonderment as to what had become of Mrs. Guppy. She stated
that at the precise time of the occurrence, Mrs. Guppy having taken off
her shoes, was warming her feot by the fire, and she (Miss Neyland)
was reminding her of items of expenditure to onter in her account
book, when, suddenly looking up, she was astonished to find Mrs,
Guppy gone. She searched the house, but could not find her.”

The Spiritist’s theory of such phenomena as theso
is, that through the magnetic emanations from the
bodies of media and sympathetic persons, certain spirits
seem to have acquired such perfect control over solid
matter that they can instantly, at will, not only destroy the

power of cohesion of particles, hut by reversing the polarity,



oy

18

change it to repulsive force, by which the particles are made
to separate. In this way the substance of a door, or a
portion of the wall of a room will expand and become so
plastic, that any solid matter or person may be made to
pass through without the least sense of resistance. A
similar ocourrence took place with another medium, Miss
Lottie Fowler, who is alleged to have been transported
from an omnibus going up Oxford Street, to a house in
Green Street, Grosvenor Square, into the midst of a séance
being held there at the time, to which she was then on her
way. Wae are also told of the floating of the body of Mr.
Home, in presence of a number of gentlemen, out of one

window in aroom in Ashley Place, Westminster, and at
another, without visible support, as testified to by Lord
Adare, the Master of Lindsay, and other reliable witnesses.
Mr. Home made the following statements relative to these
and similar phenomena in form of an affidavit as follows—

¢ These phenomena occurring in my presence have been witnessed

by thousands of\ intelligent and respectable persons, including men of
business, science, and literature, which have rendered (even if I had

desired it) trickery impossible. They have been witnessed repeatedly,

and in their own private apartments, by their Majestiés the Emperor

and Empress of the French, the Emperor, Empress, and late Empress-

Dowager of Russis, and other members ot their family, the late King

of Bavaria, the present and late Kings of Wirtemburg, and the Queen
of Holland. These august personages had ample opportunitics, which

they used, of investigating these phemomena, and were quite compe-

tent to discover and expose anything like contrivance on my part, to

produce them,”

In addition to the carrying of human beings, flowers,
fruit, bushes, turf, snow, and numerous other articles, are
said to have been brought into closed rooms, at the ox-
pressed or un-expressed request of the sitters, being con-

‘veyed there by invisible agency from the outside during the
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respective séances. Recently, live lobsters and
been said to be so brought; an eel being fo
round the neck of Mrs. Guppy, to her horror
Mr. Jencken, a well-known and talented barri
evidence of similar occurrences as follows,— Of
of heavy objects, I can testify to these myself. ]
the semi-grand piano at my house raised hori
inches off the ground, and kept suspended in
or three minutes. I have witnessed a square t
‘lifted one foot off the ground, and an accordeon
in space for ten or twenty minutes, and play:
invisible agency. I hold that the moving and ¢
bodies without visible contact, must be conceded as an
established fact.”

Mr. T. Grant, in a Paper read before the Maidstone
Philosophical Association, states

“That all kinds of animals, birds, fruit, plants and ot
have been fetched at request from long distances, and brou,
instantanecously into the midst of & ciréle sitting in a roon
doors and all outlets carefully secured, and placed upon
having been passed through the walls or roof of the house, as if no
impediment existed.” He further says, ‘“one occasion when it was
snowing in the street, one of a circle sitting in a well-warmed room
asked the spirits to bring in some snow, when immediately it was
found that snow was falling in flakes upon the table, and when after a
time they were told to light the gas, a dopth of several inches of snow
covered the table, leaving the even crystalline surface peculiar to
newly-fallen snow, and what is most remarkable, although the tablo
was perefectly covered to the very edge, none fell upon the carpet or
" boyond the table. When the snow was removed, large lumps of ice
weighing over half & pound each were found under the snow.”

Spirits are also said to have shewn control ove
the extent of placing hot or glowing coals from the
the hands of persons, or upon their heads, without
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them or even singeing a hair,.and to have produced lights
of varied magnitude and intensity from a faint phosphoric
appearance, the size of a pea, to a brilliancy almost rival-
ing that of the sun and aslarge as a man’s head. ~So much
for what are called more particularly physical manifestations,
.which however are said to require the presence of a
“ Medium ”’ for their production under the title ¢ Mediumistic
phenomena” are further included, Trance Speaking, Trance
Writing, and Trance Drawing and Painting. Mr. Morse,
being an example of the first, a lad named Charles Swan
of Aylesbury, and a Mr. Duguid of Glasgow, of the last
named phenomena, which are said to have been achieved
in total darkness, and in so marvellously short a space of
time as it would be impossible for any human being to
accomplish them in by ordinary means. It is said in these
cases that the work is done by spirits’” who having
partially as it were displaced the spirit of the medium and
ocoupied his body, use it automatically as an instrument

" whereby to protect their acts and thoughts, into the plane

of the material to become thus cognisable to our ordinary
senses and faculties.

Of the mediumehip of Charles Swan his Nephew, Mr.
Thos. Wilson, Ironmonger; of Market Square, Aylesbury,
writes as follows :—

“'The mediumship of my nephew commenced about six years sgo
in an accidental manner. He was suffering from tooth-ache, and -
having read something of healing meédiumship, I said in sport to
my wife that I would try my healing powers on the boy. I placed
one hand on his head, and with the other commenced stroking down
his face on the side where the aching tooth was located. In a few
minutes he dropped off to sleep and I laid him on a sofs. I perceived

his hand moving about, and having heard something of writing
B
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mediumship I put a peneil into the boy’s hands and immediately there .
was rapidly written “Let the Boy alone, he is all right,” “ Mary,”
I asked what he meant? when he wrote, “It’is not the boy who is
writing, but I, your sister Mary, dead now 22 years.” Huving laid
still for about two hours his hand wrote again giving me instructions
how to awaken him, I did so, and the first question the boy asked
was, #where is that lady who has been laying hold of my hand ?’
I asked what he meant? and he described the form, features, and
every particular of outline, height, etc., of my deceased sister. His
tooth-ache had gone. Since that time, writing, painting, drawing,
rapping, seeing spirits in the trance, and nearly every shade of
mediumship has be¢n produced. I asked my spirit sister once if the

" painters who influenced the boy would sign their names? when a

list of autographs was written with a sketch said to be by Vandyck
opposite to each name indicating the class of subjects treated by each
artist. The boy is aged fourteen and never received an hour’s
instruction in painting.”

The following is an account of the painting mediumship

of Mr. Duguid of Glasgow, as reported by & gentleman
present :—

“QOn arrival we found several gentlemen before us, and ere long
there was a company of six or seven to watch the proceedings, several
of them for the first time, and somewhat sceptical. Seven of the
paintings were laid out for our inspection. Mr. Duguid now entered
the room, placed himself on a chair annd sat quietly for a few winutes
when his eyes closed and he appeared like a person in a mesmeric
trance, presently he rises from the chair, advances a step, (his eyes
still firmly closed) seems to shake hands with three invisible persons
and bow politely. All were surprised at the rapidity with which he
worked. To show that the light was of little consequence except to
enable us to sce, the gas was turned out, except one jet, which was
obscured by holding a hand between it and the canvass so that it was
impossible to see what he was painting. We had carefully noted the
appearance of the work before lowering the gas, and on turning it up
suddenly, in three minutes found he had introduced several boats on the
Loch in the foreground. He continued to paint in this manner for
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upwards of an hour, when he took a common card from his pocket and
made a rough sketch of alandscape. He now carefully put the paints
in order, wiped his brushes and palette, closed his box and turned round *
in his chair as though done with painting. We were told the spirit
influenced him is that of Jan Stein, the Painter. In less than five
minutes he awoke and rubbed his eyes. On questioning him he said
he had but a very faint impression of anything that transpired while
he was entranced. Mr. Duguid is about 35 years of age, a working
cabinet maker by trade. He has ro education further than is common
among the working classes, He is in good health and has none of the
affections which are thought by many to be the origin of such peculiar
powers. He never studied or attempted drawing or painting before
he became “influenced” while investigating Spiritualism at the
beginning of 1866. He was quite sceptical as to the agency of spirits.
At one of the sittings he began to experience curious sensations, such
as a shaking of the arms, accompanied by a cold current running
down his spine, his left hand began to move, when a pencil and paper
being given him various figures were drawn. The guiding influence
. gave the name of Marcus Beker and promised toreturn. At further
sittings he drew with colored pencils, water, and oil colours, and they
were told it was the spirit of a Dutch painter born in 1636 and died in
1681, and that Marcus Baker was not his real name, which he declined
to give. It was pltimately found that this spirit purported to be
Jacob Ruysdael.”

The following account of the production of pmECT
spirit paintings in Mr. Duguid’s presence in which the
Medium’s hand is not called into exercise at all, is given in the
Edinburgh Courant Newspaper, as follows, by an eye
witness:—

“ The production of these paintings took place in total darkness.
The medium took his seat at one end of a table, and the color box
was placed at the opposite end. Several gentlemen sat between him
and the colours so that he could not reach them without the company
being aware of it. A card, marked on the back so that it could be
checked, was laid on the top of the colourbox opposite to the brushes.

The lights were then put out when in a few minutes there w;s a sharp
. B
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sound as if wire were being drawn across a piece of paper and a noise
as of a brush thrown on the table. The gas was lightéd, when the
company saw the card lying where it had been placed, on turning it
over it was found that a picture had been painted on the under side
and was still wet. Some present requested the experiment might be
repeated : the light was again extinguished, and in a short time the
pencil was dashed on the table. On the cards being examined two
subjects were found to be very cleverly drawn on them, a sketch of a
girl and a faithful portrait of Hugh Miller, Mr. Duguid remained in
the trance about three hours and when he awoke appeared to take an
interest in the pictures, which could not have been well simulated.
‘We wish to impress upon our readers that the gentlemen present are
1o more to be indentified with spiritualism than we are ourselves, and
that no pains have been spared to put every statement recorded to the
severest test as to its truth.”

We next come to sPIRIT WrITING which is said to exist
under three modes or forms, viz: direct, or that in which
a blank piece of paper marked so as to be again identified,
having been placed with a pencil on or beneath the table
at which the séance is taking place, becomes in the dark
rapidly written upon, while all present sit with linked
hands. This, coupled with the rapidity of execution and
the darkness, is considered to negative the possibility of
such writing being done by those present. Next we have
the kind called AuroMaTIO-WRITING, in which the hand of
the medium holding the pen or pencil is mechanically
moved by some unseen influence, and independently of the
action of the writer’s mind. Besides these, writing is also
produced through an instrument known as Planchette,
consisting of a thin heart-shaped piece of wood on two light
wheels moveable in any direction, and carrying a common
lead pencil. It is used by resting tho tips of the fingers
of one or more persons on its upper surface without impart-

\
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ing any motion to the instrument, which, however, with
certain persons will commence after about 10to 20 minutes’
independent movement, generally at first in form of gyrations
of irregular or mathematical figure, and going on to writing,
at first large, straggling and indistinct, and in a further
stage more or less legible. These writings are also said to
be at times in different languages from that of the sitters,
and frequently not understood by any present. Some
signatures thus written are said to have proved to be auto-
graphs of deceased persons. Next in order, as it were, to
these are the Apparitions of deceased persons, or as they are
termed MATERIALISED SPIRIT-FORMS, represented to be visible
human forms constructed by spirits out of a certain mag-
nefic emanation or “aura ” similar to odic force, given
off by human beings, of which the spirits make use as it
were by concentration and condensation, with the addition
of some emanation of their own, to build up forms visible
and even tangible to our senses. This process is said to be
performed under laws known only to the Spirits and not
even universally among them; and only capable of
being conducted under certain favorable conditions, and in
presence of one or more mediumistic persons. Such as
these are are the “appearances ” known as John and Katey
King, Jack Todd, Peter, Nippie, and others bearing like
familiar appelatives, and purporting to have once existed
as human beings on this earth. These spirits are said to
-have thus “manifested ” themselves in the presence of the
mediums, Messrs. Herne and Williams, Miss Florence Cook,
Miss Jennie Holmes, and others. One of the apparations
“Katie ” is even said to have been photographed during
such a manifestation by means of the magnesium light. I
may here remark that with regard to spirit photo-
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graphy it is assumed by the spiritists that although the
spirit formh be so etherial as to be optically invisible, it does
not follow. that it is chemically so. It is known that the
most active part of the spectrum is the least luminous, and
that photographs can be taken by the agency of the invisible
rays at the blue end of the spectrum, this being so, it only
remains to suppose that the covering of the spirit is able to
impart those vibrations to thelight-medium or ether on which
actinicaction depends; although not to the grosser oneswhich
render it visible: and thus cause its image to be impressed
on the photographic plate. These “materialisations” of
spirit forms requiring absolute darkmess as a condition of
success, cabinets or portable cupboards or screens have
been constructed wherein or behind which, these operations
could be perfected, while the sitters at the ¢ ocircle”
remained outside in the light, resulting in the “ Appear-
ances”” becoming visible at the openings left for that
purpose in the doors or panels of the cabinets, as detailed
in an article in the Daily Telegraph by a special corres-
pondent, an eye-witness. These figures are also said to
walk sometimes out into the séance room at full length, as
described in a report of a séance held so recently as Octo-
ber Tth, of the present year (Miss Florence Cook being the
medium) in the Spiritualist Magazine of November 1st, in
these words :—

“The Spirit came out of the cabinet with bare feet, robed from
head to foot in white as usual in a good light. She talked for about
an hour, entering and leaving the cabinet occasionally. Once she
walked about & yard from the cabinet towards the centre of the room.
‘While this was going on the medium is stated to have remained
securely tied by the hands with tape, the knots of which were sealed
with signet rings, and the ends of the t es used to fasten her to the
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floor. The tapes had been stretched before use, and the tapes, knots,
and seals were found intact at the close of the séance. A later issue
of this paper gives an account of some hardy visitor having grasped
this appearance round the waist, the result being the suffering of the
medium from “burning pains.” It is said “the Spirit having extricated
berself from him regained the cabinet, assisted by Mr. Lurmoore, and
after a while the medium rallied and became restored to her natural
condition.” ,

The mention in the above report of this Spirit having
spoken for an hour leads us as it were to the phenomenon
of the spIRIT-VOIOE, another phase of these manifestations.
This voioce is said to be of two kinds, viz: a voice, proceed-
ing from the throat of the medium while insensible in a
trance, totally different from his or her natural voice, and
said to resemble the voice which the spirit manifestating
possessed when in the earthly body, so. plainly indeed
that surviving relatives and friends have recognised the
tones sufficiently to have identified the spirits of their
deceased friends as the speakers, When these utterances,
(as is sometimes the case) have been given in the light, it
has been asserted that the lips and tongue of the medium
did not move, the voice seeming to proceed through the
mouth without the effort of articulation.

The other mode or variety of spIrrr-vorce, known as
the pIRECT-VoOice, is described as of a still more unaccount-
able character, inasmuch as it is heard independently of any
~ of the persons visibly present and varies in tone from the
gruff and powerful voice of John King to the softer
modulations of Katey, the chirruping squeak of Peter, or
the childish treble of Little Rosie, one of the attendant spirits
of Mrs. Jennie Holmes. This direct-voice seems to need or
at least to be very much improved by, a Speaking tube of



24

‘paper or card, rolled up and placed before the séance on the
table for use by the spirits, to form a material articulatory
speaking apparatus, but which is also frequently used as a
bdton by the invisibles to rap the heads of sceptics, (perhaps
to knock the unbelief out of them,) as well as to bestow
playful touches upon favorite believers.

The spirits are said to join in, with this voice, with the
singing of those present, so as to be distinguished from the
voices of the latter, and to have been heard simultaneously
‘with the voice of the medium, and seemingly localised far
from him, and in inaccesible parts of the room, close to the
ceiling, eto. During the occurrence of most of these
phenomena, the medium is found to have sunk into a deep
sleep or trance, resembling the mesmeric or cataleptic
condition, and on awaking at the conclusion of the mani-
festations, to be in & very debilitated.and exhausted con-
dition, This is said to be induced by the withdrawal of
the vital force of the medium by the spirit manifesting asa
means wherewith to produce the phenomena. There are
numerous other manifestations of a miscellaneous kind, as
spirit-lights or luminous stars appearing in various parts of
the séance room, or testing on the heads or hands of the
sitters, or carried by the spirits themselves as a self-
illuminating medium, these lights have been admitted to be
of a phosphoric nature. Also elongations and contractions
of the hands and bodies of media, the placing of a solid
ring upon the arms of persons while holding each other’s
hands, the appearance of the names of deceased persons
written on the arm of the medium in red as in the case of
the medium Foster, eto.; but those we have briefly glanced
at are the chief, and we will now proceed to consider the
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nature of the conprrions; said to be essential or favorable
to. their production and success, which may be arranged
under the following heads, viz: Atmospherio, Local,
Physiological, Mental and Physical.

Of Atmospheric conditions, extreme warmth or cold,
magnetic disturbances, as during storms, and a moist
atmosphere are adverse, while a warm, dry atmosphere on
the contrary, is said to be the most favorable. A subdued
light or darkness is also said to increase the power and
faoilitate control.

Of Local conditions we are told that the room in which
the séance is held should be one kept apart for the purpose.
It should be comfortably ventilated, but all draughts or
cuwrrents of air be avoided. The sitters should meet in the
room an hour before the experiments commence, and the
same sitters shonld attend each time and ocoupy the same

places.

The chief PAYSIOLOGIOAL CONDITION is the presence of
persons of a certain temperant giving off a power or force
inherent in living human beings, which is said to be used
by the spirits as a couneoting link between themselves and
objects. The presence of others who are said to emit
an opposite influence rotards or negatives the results, unless
counterbalanced by the presence of the former under an
arrangement of both kinds of temperaments, effected by
changes of their relative positions of the sitters. Among
detrimental mental conditions are ranked, all forms of
mental excitement, the presence of persons with strong and
opposite opinions, or between whom there are*feelings of
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envy, hate, contempt, or other inharmonious sentiment.
The vicious and crude should be excluded and the minds
of the sitters be in a passive rather than an active state,

Asto pRYSI0AL CONDITIONS, the “Circle’ should consistof
from three to ten persons only, of both sexes, artanged silting
round an oval, oblong or square table: male and female,
fair and dark, active and quiet, ruddy and pale, should be
seated alternately. If a medium be present he or she
should occupy the end of the table with the back to the '
north. No person should be placed bekind the medium.
The “Circle” should represent a horse-shoe magnet with

. the medium placed between the poles.

For the conduct of the circle and the various means
adopted to establish and maintain intercourse with the un-
seen agency, I must refer you to the Spiritualists them-
selves.

The before-mentioned ¢ Conditions ”’ are stated to have
been arrived at, partly as the result of experiment and
observation, and partly communioated by the spirits for the
furtherance of inter-communication. Before dealing with
the numerous opposing theories affecting the question of
the occurrence or non-occurrence of these unaccountable
phenomena, as distinct from the question of their source, I
will narrate briefly the action of a committee consisting of
thirty-six leading representative men of various shades of
religious and scientific opinion, appointed specially to in-
vestigate and report upon Spiritualism by the London
Dialectical Society on the 26th of January, 1869.

- The committee in question held sixteen meetings, at
which they received evidence from thirty-one persons.
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Six sub-committees sent in reports, the result of their
observation and experiment strictly conducted under every
conceivable test, and nearly all in full gas-light, and at the
private residences of members of the committee, many of
the phenomena having been witnessed by them without the
aid or presence of any professional medium. The chief
deductions given by them as the result of their experi-
ments are as follows :—1st. “ That sounds of a very varied
character, distinotive, and distinguishable from all other
sounds, apparently proceeding from articles of furniture,
and the floors and walls of the room, and seeming to be in
rather than on the substances from whence they proceeded,
sometimes sounding like detonations in the air, aud often
accompanied by vibrations distinctly perceptible to the
touch, occur without being produced by muscular action
or mechanical contrivance. Also that movements of heavy
bodies take place under like conditions, and frequently
without contact or connection with any person,” “ 2nd.—
¢ That these sounds and movements often occur at the times
and in the manner asked for by persons present, and by a
code of signals answer questions and spell out coherent
communications, thus appearing to have a basis of in-
telligence : the replies to audible questions being more or
less pertinent, and in their character sometimes most un-
expected, as aiso is the nature of the original communications
made by them.” 3rd.—“By these processes were presumably
established communications with spirits announced to be so
by themselves, many of them stating that they were con-
nected in various degrees of relationship to members of our
party, for whom they also professed a friendly regard. These
presumed spirits displayed distinct individualities, each
having a manner peculiar to itself, and rapping delicately,
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emphatically or deliberately, as the case might be, expressing
as it were, character, mood and temper. Their answers and
communications were of a common place character, but,
facts which were. only known to one of the persons present
wera sometimes correctly given.” 4th.—“Intelligenco was
furthér manifested in the following manner, viz: when it
was attempted to shorten the progress of communication by
anticipating words or phrases which it was surmised were
intended, the suggestions were frequently ‘emphatically
negatived in favor of more appropriate expressions, or of
words of an entirely different signification. Again, special
conditions were occasionally dictated for observation, such
as a change in the order of the sitters, the withdrawal of
one or more of them, an increase or diminution of light,
the appointment of some particular person to put the
questions, directing the sitters to link or un-link their
hands, tobe more quiet in conversation, to avoid disputation,
ete. On compliance with such directions the manifestations
were invariably intensified.” 5th.—¢ Persons sosptical as to
the existence of the occurrences invariably confirmed the
experiences of the sitters when suddenly introduced during
the progress of the séance.” 6th.—‘The meetings were held
at the private residences of members of the committee
purposely to preclude the possibility of pre-arranged
mechanism or contrivance. The furniture in the room in
which the experiments were conducted was in every
instance its accustomed furniture, the tables were on all
occasions heavy dining tables requiring a strong effort to
move them, and the rooms, tables, and furniture generally
were invariably and repeatedly subjected to careful exami-
nation, before, duriug, and after the experiments, to ascer-
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tain that no.conocealed machinery, instrument, or any other
contrivance existed by which the sounds or movements
could be caused.”

¢ About four-fifths of this committee entered upon the
investigation wholly sceptical as to the reality of the
alleged phenomena, firmly believing them to be the result
of imposture, delusion, or involuntary muscular action. It
was only by irresistible evidence that precluded the possi-
bility of either of these solutions, and after trial and test
many times repeated that the most sceptical of the sub-
committee were slowly and reluctantly convinced that the
phenomena exhibited in the course of their protracted
enquiry were veritable facts, delusion being out of the
question. The motions of the tables were in various
directions witnessed simultaneously by all- present, and
matters of measurement not of opinion or fancy. The
following is a detailed report of a conclusive experiment
performed by one of the sub-committees as given by them-
selves ” :—

“When eleven members of your sub-committee had been sitting
round one of the dining tables for forty minutes, and various motions
and sounds had occurred, they, by way of test, turned the backs of
their chairs towards thetable at about nine inches from it. They all
then knelt upon their chairs placing their arms upon the backs thereof.
In this position their feet were of course turned away from the table,
and by no possibility could be placed under it or touch the floor. The
hands of each person were extended over the table at about four
inches from the surface. Contact therefore with any part of the table
could not take place without detection. In less than a minute, the
table untouched, moved four times, at first about five inches to one side,
‘then about twelve inches to the opposite side, and then in like manner
four inches and 6 inches respectively. The hands of all present were
next placed on the backs of their chairs, and ebout a foot from the
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table which again moved as before, five times over spaces varying
from four to six inches. Then we removed the chairs 12 inches from
the table, and each person knelt on his chair as before, this time how-
ever folding his hands behind his back, his body being thus about
eighteen inches from the table, and having the back of the chair
between himself and the table. The table again moved four times in
various directions. In the course of this conclusive experiment (less
than half anhour) the table thus moved without contact or possibility of
contact with any person 13 times in different directions, some of them
according to the request of your sub-commi

I have quoted thus largely from the report of thls
investigation committee, because I consider it the only
really impartially conducted examination into the pheno-
mena of spiritualism which has ever been undertaken.
The Dialectical Society’s report on spiritualism contains a
vast amount of written and “wviva voce” evidences and
accounts of ‘phenomena well worthy of consideration by
investigators.

It will not be amiss here to summarise the propositions
upon which the Spiritists base their claim to the belief
that the foregoing phenomena are within the capacity of
disembodied or deceased human beings, which propositions
are I believe pretty accurately expressed thus:—

“When the spirit leaves the body, in order to retain its identity
or distinct individuality, it must take with it its senses, ideas, and
memory, and if it takes all these with it the presumption isthat it
also takes its powers of willing, thinking and reasoning, and conse-
quently the spirit retaining all these, though out of the material body,
must still be aman, the only loss it has suffered by death, if indeed it
be a loss at all, being that of the materinl body. The death of the
body would not in this case be the death of the man, the body being
simply the instrument of the unseen but living, thinking, and immor-
tal being within, and we are men by virtue of our spirits, and not by
virtue of our bodies. Man loses nothing by death. He takes with
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him his real nature and self, and lives out to a fuller perfection the
life he had began here. Thus the next life is a continuation of the
present, and death is but a passage from one to another. The body
cannot die for the simple reason that it never lives. It only appears
to live just as it appears to think and reason, but the real fact is that

the soul or spirit has all the real life the body appears to possess, and
which afterwards it appears to lose.”

Secoxp LEcTURE. ‘
'Having glanced at the rise, progress, phenomena, and
conditions of so-called spirit intercourse, I will proceed to
examine the various “Solutions” which have been adduced to
refute, or explain it to be due to other than disembodied
human spirit influence. Amongst the foremost ef the

theories advanced for the solution of the spiritist problem
we find that of '

1. Unconscious Musourar ActioN, as propounded by
the late Professor Faraday.

2. Uﬁconsoxons CEREBRATION, or Unconscious Mental
Action, (sometimes called Automatic thought), and the

Derusioxn or MenTar HarLuciNation Theory, both advanced
by Dr. Carpenter.

3. Psvomc, or Mmn-ForcE, espoused by Professor
Crookes, and Mr. Serjt. Cox.

4. Opioc Foror, or NERVE-ATMOSPHERE influence,
based upon the researches of Professor Reichenbach, Mr.
Rutter, and those of Dr. Richardson of recent date.

6. INDUCED MENTAL coNDITIONS of a super-sensuous
character as the Mesmeric and Electro-biological, the sub-
jects being eithér unconscious while under the influence, as
in Mesmeriswn, or conscious as in Electro-Biology, as well
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as modifications of these conditions, the results of Expectant
Attention, Abstraction, Reverie or utter mental passivity,
and the same conditions occurring spontaneously, with their
phases of Clalrvoyance, Prevision, Introvision, and other
super-sensuous preception, Exaltation, Ecstacy, eto., peculiar
to ¢ Sensitives.”

6. TheELrorr10 or ELEoTRO-MAGNETIC theory, which,
apart from its association with Animal magnetism, I consider
to be so much beside the question as affording no expla-
nation whatever of any intelligent directive action, as to be
scarcely worth mentioning to well informed scientific
persons, who also are well aware that the laws of both
tension and thermal electricity utterly negative this hastily
and ignorantly assumed solution even when applied to the
grossest of the physical manifestations alone.

Beyond these opinions of the scientific sof disant
solvers of the spiritist riddle we have those of the religious
world, the most prominent being that known as the Saran1o
THEORY, by which the whole of the occurrences are admitted
to be real, and attributed to the immediate action of the
Prince of the powers of the air, and accounted works of
darkness and delusion. The whole system is said by them
to have been originated by the Devil, the great enemy of
mankind, to betray and lead astray, by signs and apparent
miracles, the souls of men from the proper worship of -
the Divine Being.

Another of the religious theories held alike by the
Protestant and the Roman Catholic Church is that of
OssEssIoN, or the temporary partial ocoupation of the human
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organism by unclean spirits such as we find recorded in the
Bible as having been cast out of men and even sent into
swine, or by demons, viz., the spirits of deceased evil men
who are.believed still to seek to carry out their innate evil
desires, thro’ the agency and to the injury of persons living
on the Earth.

There is another class of objectors who deny altogether
the existence of such of the alleged phenomena as cannot
be attributed to trickery, and set down such as they think
admit of that explanation as acts of fraud and imposture,
accounting those who testify to their ocourrence as either
deluded dupes, or interested abettors of a gross and wilful
deception. ‘

In short, the various objections may be summarised as
follows :— ‘

1st. That the alleged phenomena are the result of
delusion or imposture, or both, in varying degree.

2nd. That they have a basis of reality but are
intensified by delusion or imposture.

8rd. That such phenomena ocour but are explainable
by known natural causes.

4th. That they ocour and are attributable to natural

* causes not yet ascertained.

6th. That the manifestations only occur in the
presence of believers in the same.

6th. That Mediumship so called is in all cases pro-
fessed and practised for the mere sake of money-getting.

7th. That in any case the phenomena are utteﬂy

fnvolous and unworthy of investigation.
o
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e 8_th., Thg.t,no. such phenomena, as e.}leged,ggan at
o .9th, - That Spmtuuhsias, as auhody. ahrmk fmmmy
examination, of their olaims, and place. every. obsimlam\thar
way, of fair investigation.... ... ..~ . ..o Lo

10th. That the partlsa.ns of Spmtuahsm are - for the’
most part, uncultured, ﬂhterate, and consequently cre-

duloue a.nd superstltlous

1115@ That.. the phenomena are really intercourse:
b@hweeq Rpirits and Men, but wicked and. dangerous to-
practice,.and prosecutingand encouraging them is-eommit-
ing;the;sin of necromancy. andseeking unto- familiar spirits'
forbidden in the Bible. RPN

us 5 The sssartion of the Spiritiststhat intercourse between
living and deceased persons is not only possible but, wi*
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shall . essax.to. do. as.impastially.as 1 sought to lay: before
you their own version of the case they! submit:  Before’
hﬁ\lv‘evir xcodrpl‘ne}nolmg .t do s0, it, will perhapsbe.well to
recapitulate the chief of the proofs they.addnee jin sappoat:
of their assertion, in order to start with an accura.te and
cledr dﬁidet‘étaﬁdmd of § wnA'r 1t xs the ObJ ectore seek to solve

or refute.
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active. existence of human  beings after .the death. ofcthein
mafarial, bodies, such,existence. commencing mdependently
;tgmeﬁmtelytherem Co e e ente s

+2nd. -Their capacxty in that condition of-existence to
act upon: matter, and :upon- huma.n spuxts yet oec’upymg
thelr material bodies, : - -+ - SRR

* 8rd. ' The “existetice 'of an invisible “Forox ™" or
“Foroxs " by which such actiofi can be induced and ‘sus-
tained, the nattre and Taws' of such force 'bemg at presenf

¢oohibcagi Lot T YRV

unknowntous
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" dth, An mtelhgent power, (presumabAljya dmembo@leq,
human spmt) cagable of using, directing, and regulating
thls foroe, and ha.vmg a knowledge of its laws and control,
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_, Bth. Ag a. necessary eonsequende. of ‘the two. former,
2 M@dl}.lme or instrument whereby, to.project the action.of
this fercq and its conseguent results into qur external world
in such 8 manner that. they. may. he apprehended by our,
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- Now,the: whole of these: propoaitmns are, at least to'
non-spiritualists, wholly speculative; that i to'sa¥, iticapabile
of  demonstrative’ prosf. -- Fhe- first invclves ‘not* only - a
- & belief in the-immortality of the soul; but also iti-its un-

broken conscioustiess and dotivity subsequently $o-death;
and is purely amatter of faith, based solely ttpon the records
-of revealed rehglon But; itis'to demonstrate: Men’s futuie
existence by: actual pa oofa, ‘that spmtﬁahsm professes etmil
aspires. v
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The second proposlhon, viz: the emstence of a power

possessed by disembodied Spmts to aet upo ' matter is

equally undémonstrable’ unless we not “only "admit "the’
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existence of the alleged spiritist phenomena, but allow also
that they are beyond known natural laws to account for,
and are solely attributable to invisible intelligences whioh
represent themselves to be the Spirits of deceased persons.
The third proposition demanding the existence of a force
" capable of operating between mind (or spirit) and matter
organised and un-organised, does not appear so difficult of
acceptance when we reflect upon the extraordinary in-
fluences which it is well known can be exerted by our will
or mind over certain susceptible persons, known as Mes-
merism and Electro-biology, and the sympathy established
between a mesmeriser and this subject, when they are what
is termed “en rapport.” Now we do not know the exact
nature of the force which is brought into action by the
Mesmeriser. We call it Animal Magnetism from its resem-
blance to magnetio or rather Magneto-Electric sction, inils
apparentdevelopments of attraction, repulsion, accumulative
power, polarity, eto., but we cannot see it, we can only see
its effects, often produced by thought or Will-Action alone
on the part of the operator, independently of contact, and
sometimes without proximity. Priock or pinch the Mesmeriser
and the same is simultaneously felt by his entranced subject
and accurately localised by him or her. Let the mesmer-
iser eat or taste any substance presented to him without
the knowledge of his “ subject,” the latter immediately and
unhesitatingly announces its nature or flavour though so
placed that any direct test by his own senses is impossible.
Thus we have a connecting link of an unaccountable kind,
apparently quite beyond known laws established between
two living beings, such link being invisible, intangible,
imponderable, and acting without bodily contact. We can
neither see, weigh, nor measure it, and become aware of
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its existence only by its effects. This, or a similar invisible
force conmecting visible realities with invisible existences
may therefore exist for anything we know to the contrary.
That condition of the Mesmeric trance-subject, known
ag Luotp SoNNamMBULISM, is sometimes sponfaneous as well
as induced, and this would be an important element
- for consideration in any attempt to prove identity of
nature between the Spiritualistic trance and the Mesmeric
one. I believe the latter frequently occurs as the outcome
of certain morbid, or unhealthy conditions known as
hysteria, catalepsy, etc., and may, therefore, occur inde-
pendently of human volition, indeed, instances are on
record of persons (Col. Townsend notably) possessing the
power of simulating death at will, perceptibly reducing
the breathing and circulation ; their self-induced condition
resembling the deepest stage of the Mesmeric sleep.

This is important to be remembered, because the
Spritists say that the trances of their mediums are induced
by the mesmerisation or magnetisation of spirits, arguing,
that as the Mesmeric trance is evidently brought about by
action of the will or mind of man and not by his body, it
matters not whether the mind so operating be incarnated
or dis-incarnated.

The fourth proposition, demanding the active existence
of an intelligent directive agent using this force, is said to
be demonstrated by the consistence, regularity, and uniform
production or maintenance of the phenomena on a spon-
taneously systematic basis, and in compliance with the
desires expressed or even unexpressed by the sitters, and
subsequent proof of the statements to have been in ac-
cordance with facts unknown to those present at the time
of the occurrence.
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. . 'Thé fifth proposition, that the whols of the plienomena
are. dependent for their-development upon the presence of
living incarnated humen beings, naturally suggests the
question, if any or all of the manifestations emanate from
or through, any or all of such present, and if through certain
of them, (as the term medium implies) how far they are
éither merely tinctured by his individual thoughts and
ocapaoities, or perverted, or changed by their transmission
through him, That is to say, are the thoughts of another
individual conveyed into the utterer’s mind, rendered by
him to those present, clothed in such language as wholly
alters the impression they were originally intended to con-
vey ? ‘Even should we arrive so far as to have accepted
an gutside invisible intelligence, the existence of an invisible
«force  capable of being used'as a means for:the invisible
to act upon the visible ; and the existence and capuoity of
an unseen irtelligence to use and direct it, we find ourselves
facing two momentous questions.—First, is this intelligence
REALLY HUMAN ag it asserts, and if not, wHo or waAT is it
For it is quite possible for anything we know to the con-
trary, that it may be some other description of immaterial
being, possibly evil, personating our deceased friends, and
that as accurately as consummate actors have been known
to embody a character until the impersonation and the
original seemed almost identical. I would ask by what'
test are we to. obtain a conclusive and satisfactory reply to
this very important question ? '

The next question which confronts us is, supposing
the whole position proved, that spirits of deceased human
beings oan, and do communiocate with us yet on earth, is
it fit and proper on our part to invite, encourage, or
facilitate the intercourse ?
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"1 think these are qtiéstions which should be seriously
and carefully weighed by every one, before instituting
investigations to orEN the door to these “manifestations,”
together with anothér very important one as: concerning
our safety or protection from annoyance or possible injury,
and ananswer to which the Spiritualists have not as yet fally
placed:- before us, that is, how we can at will close the: door, :
if circumstances should drise necessitating such- action, for:
they do_not. conoeal that manifestations ocour . of a kind,
certain unsought and undesirable if not dangerous, but.
whlch 'they cannot prescribe any infallible rule for extin- - 3
guishing.. Even breakmg up the sitting not always reliev-,
the company, or the medium of their unpleasant and 111...
conducted ¢ familiar.” '

© Mr. T Grant (a Spiritualist) in a paper read before
the Mmdstone Pthosop’tucal Society, December 31st, 1872,
remarks, ¢ Although the ‘ddngers attending expermegtal
investigation into Spiritualism may have been much_
“exaggerated it cannot be said that our knowledge of the’
subjeot is sufficient to permit us to cast away all doubts as
to whether we are not brmgmg upon ourselves, or upon
those in whom'we devélop the mediumistic faculty influences
that may in a temporary or even permanent way do injary '
to the material or the spiritual body. For this end a vast’
amount of experience, knowledge and judgement is needed, -
and to my mind there is a responsibility attached to those
who develop the mediumistic faculty in any person, which
no one should lightly take upon himself unless satisfied
that his moral status and that of his associates is such as
to afford ample proteotlon aga.mst the insidious workings of
spiritual enemies.”
The VALUE AND VALIDI’J.‘Y‘Of the Evidences of Spmtlsm
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as shewn by its alloged phenomena, as well as their reality
is tho phase of the subject we now have to deal with, and
~ amongst them we find,—

1st. Independent movement of inert matter, and
sounds produced thereon by invisible agency, such as table
moving and so-called spirit rapping, the transit of bodies
from place to place without visible means of support or
locomotion and in defiance of the known laws of matter.

2nd. The performance of Human acts, such as playing
tunes upon musical instruments, speaking in the human
voice, walking about, grasping and touching persons as with
hands, painting, writing, drawing, etc., all without the
intervention of human organs.

8rd.—Superhuman acts, such as floating in the air un-
supported, being tangible though at the same time in-
visible and “wice versa,” the conveying matter through
matter without visible displacement, passing the human
body through solid substances, etc., some of the most
popular instances of which as recorded by Spiritists I have
already enumerated.

Beyond these we have also the alleged display by
the communicating agents of intelligence and distinet indi-
vidualities, each with a manner or temperament peculiar
to itself by which its identity may be plainly distinguished.

The following account, given by a Manchester
Merchant, of a séance held at his house in presence of the
Mediums Herne and Williams, may serve to further illus-
trate the nature of these phenomena. He writes :—

“The Mediums not only voluntarily offered to submit to any tests

we might adopt, but insisted that satisfactory ones should beinstituted.
We therefore, in additon to keeping & strict hold of their hands, bound
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with string the ankles and legs of the Mediums in such o manner that
we had to cut the string when we desired to release them. We had
scarcely sat down, when the voice of “Jokn King” (a Spirit who states
that on earth he was a nobleman named Morgan, and was anything
but a good man), addressing me in my christian name, told me to put
sticking-plaster over the mouths of the Mediums, which was at once
done by placing three long strips perpendicularly and firmly across
the lips of both Mediums, and a fourth strip at right-angles across the
first three strips, completely covering the lips in such a way that it
was imposible for them to breathe, except through the nose. On put-
ting out the light, the Spirit shewed an immense power of voice, with
an almost deafening effect, and afterwards carried on a couversation in
a lower tone. He told us he would give us any test required, and at
my request spoke in the corners of the room, on the top of a cupboard,
at the ceiling, in the ears of several members of the circle, and from
the inside of a small musical box that was on the table. I then asked if
hecould take off the Medium Williams’coat, and instantly it was taken off
and thrown on the table, although two of my friends assured us they
had never released Williams’ hands for a second. A large musical
box weighing at least thirty or forty pounds, and requiring great effort
to carry it in both hands, was wound up by invisible agency, floated
over our heads and put on the table. An instrument called « Fairy
Bells,” constructed something on the principle of the dulcimer, belong-
ing to my little boy, was carried about all over the room, the wires
being struck all the time of its flight, and the instrument being earried
to any part of the room or ceiling, as requested. A concertina was
alsofloated aboutand played, and alarge drum standing in one corner of
the room was also floated in the air, the drumsticks beating it vigor-
ously all the time. An easy chair was carried from a corner of the
room, and after being deposited on my head was placed upon the
table. Mr. Williams was floated in his chair on to the table, my
friends holding his hands the whole time. We had a display of spirit
lights visible to all, floating about the room, several most beautiful
flowers brought, a plant in a flower pot, out of my greenhouse, while Thad
the key in my pocket, and one that I know was outside the room
- when I locked the door.”
After narrating several other extraordinary phenomena

at this séance, the gentleman closes his letter by saying :—
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+ * & My friends are’ quite prepared to endorse the'statements con-
tained 'in this letter, and enclosing my eard,—I am, yours obediently,
H,—Manchester, June 24th, 1872.”

Professor Faraday is believed to have been the first
of our Men of Science to break silence with reference to the
table-moving mystery. His report first appeared in the
columns of the “Atheneum.” He says, “the mode
followed in the inquiry was precisely of the same nature
as I should adopt in any other physical investigation. It
is with me a clear point that the table moves when persons
though they strbngly wish it, do not intend and do not
believe that they move it by ordimary mechanical power.
They say * the table draws their hands, that it moves first
and they have tofollow it,” ¢that sometimes it even moves
from under their hands and right or left according as they
wish or will it,” but all agree that the table moves the
hands and not the hands the table.”

Although Faraday’s experiments .relating solely as they
do to movements where contact takes place, are quite set
aside if we accept the finding of the Dialectical Society’s -
Committee that the tables have moved without contact I refer
to it as thers are mapy persons who do not believe that
independent movements occur at all.  Professor Faraday
goes on to state that having placed various substances under
the hands of the table-movers as a test whether such
substances interfered electrically or otherwise with the
movements, and finding they did not, he proceeded to
arrange layers of smooth card-board stuck to each other by
pellets of soft cement, the lowest to a piece of sand paper
resting on the table, with the edges of the sheets overla.ppiné
slightly, and on. the under surface & penoil line over the
laps to indicate position. The upper card was larger than

D da
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the redt; covefing the'whole from sight. * The cement ‘was
strong enough to offer considerable resistence to mechan-
ical motion and to retain the cards in any new position they
might acquire, and yet weak enough to give way to-a
continued force. When tables, cards, and hands all moved
to the left together, the pile of cards were examined, and it
was seen by. the displacement of the lines, that the hand
had moved further than the table, and the latter had lagged
behind the hand, in-fact had pushed the upper card to. the
left and the under cards and the table had followed and
been dragged by it. A cleverly arranged Index Apparatus
was next used -with the same result, only that as it
indicated: the slightest pressure in any given direction,.so
long as the eyes of the operators were upon the index, no
movement ocourred,, but commenced when the index was
hidden from their szght An elaborately a.dJusted lever
arrangement and another more delicate form of index gave
the same results, when the Professor Wrote in a letter to
the « Times " as follows: “ When the sitters saw the Index
it remained very steady, when it was hidden from them or
they looked away from it, it wavered about ; though they
believed they were only pressing ho'htly but du'ectly
downwards, and even when the table did not move there
was a-resultant of hand force in the direction in which it
was wished the table should move, which impulse however
was exercised quite unmttmgly by the party operating.

This test apparatus possesses such a corrective powerover the
minds of the table-movers by telling truly whether they are
pressing downwards or only obliquely, that all movements
cease even when the sitters persevere, earnestly desiring
motion, until thoy become quite weary and worn out.

The power is gone and thus only because the parties are
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made conscious of what they are doing mechanically, and
so are unable unwittingly to deceive themselves.”

This supposed unconscious Muscular movement was
also the subject of a Lecture by Dr. Carpenter at the Royal
Institution on the 12th of March 1852, entitled “On the
influence of suggestion in modifying and directing muscular
movement independently of volition.” More recently Dr.
Carpenter has promulgated his Unconscious Cerebration or
Automatic-thought theory which Ishall allude to presently,
when discussing Will-Power apart from muscular action as
a means of movement and which seemsintended to account
for other phenomena of & purely mental character which
have been more recently set forth as connected with table-
moving. —

These “ Muscular Action Theories,” even if admitted to
adequately acoount for the mechanical movements of bodies
incapable of motion in themselves, do not, as I said before,
at all affect any movements ocourring without contact, nor
cases where the weight of the bodies moving was beyond
the united strength of the operators to raise, and where
thero were no castors or similar appliances to facilitate
movement, and certainly do not in any degree apply to
numerous other phases of spiritualistic phenomena such as
the alleged “Levitations” and carryings of human bodies and
various articles and substances without visible agency.

Next to Professor Faraday we find Mr. William
Crookes, F.R.8., who, in an article in the Quarterly Journal
of Science, of July 1870, expressed most emphatically his
belief in the occurrence under certain circumstances of
phenomena inexplicable by any known natural laws, and
suggested certain delicate mechanical tests to ascertain their
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nature. In July, 1871, in another article in the same
Journal, he stated that he had applied to these phenomena,
careful scientific testing experiments which had conclusively
established the existence of a NEw ForcE, connected in
some unknown manner with the human organisation for
which he suggested ‘the title “ Psycmio Foror.” Finding
that Mr. Daniel Dunglass Home, was endowed with a
powerful development of this Force, Mr. Crookes conducted
his experiments chiefly in the presence of that gentleman
upon the most remarkable of the phenomena occurring under
his influence, viz: the alteration in the weight of bodies
and the playing of tunes upon musical instruments (gene-
rally an accordion for convenience of portability) without
direct human intervention, under conditions rendering
ocontact or connection with the keys impossible.

These experiments were conducted in a large room
fully lighted by gas. A kind of cage was constructed of
wooden hoops, laths, and insulated copper wire, the height
being such that it would just slip under the table, but too
close to the top to allow of a hand being introduced into
the interior, or to admit of a foot being pushed underneath
it. The accordion used was & new one, bought for the
purpose by Mr. Crookes, which Mr. Home Lad neither
handled or seen before the commencement of the test
experiments. In another part of the room, a very delicate
apparatus was fitted up for experimenting on the alteration
in the weight of a body. Before Mr. Home entered the
room, the apparatus had been arranged, but the objects of
it were not explained to him. Mr. Crookes likewise says
positively—*that he is able to affirm that no machinery,
apparatus, or contrivance of any sort was secreted about Mr!
Home.” The experiments with the accordion I have not
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time, to..enter into,.in. detail, . suffice .ta say, .that..whils
Mr. Home. held the accordion in the. case. by . oné. hand,
gragping . the end opposite to.the keys, tunes were: played
on the instrnment, during which it was seen. by:thosé pre-
sent . that the hand with which Mr. Home held the instrn-
ment was perfectly still, his other. hand, resting. .o the
table. . The. Balance-test as to increase of weight was
equally satisfactory. Mr. Serjt. Cox, who was.onelof those
present for the purpose of scrutiny at. these. experiments,
corroborated. them in & letter, of date June 8th, 1871, in
these . words—*TI readily bear testimony fo.the. perfect
acuracy, of your description of the experiments, and, to the.
¢are. and caution. with which the.variods crugial tests
were applied.. The results appear fo e, conclnsively to.
establish the important fact, that.thers is a.force pro-.
cpeding from, the .nerve-system, capable.of imparting mo-
tion .and . weight. fo solid. bodies within the sphere of its
influence. I moticed that .the. force was exhibited .in
tremuloys pulsations, and notin the form of steady continugus
pressure, This fact seems to me of great significance as.
tending to, confirm the opinion that assigns itsspurce ta
the nerve organisation, and goes; far to establish ~Dr.
Richaxdspn’s important discovery of a Nerve-Atmosphere
of ¥arying intensity enveloping the human stineture.” .
,. This was the orign, at least in England,.of the.Raychio
Forge, theory, which is held to cover both the mechanical
and mental, phases of the, épiritup.listic,phenom,ena, ‘nar
have Messrs. Orookes and Cox been alone in thejr asspmed.
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