
SEED CORN.-No. 1. 

MATHEMATICAL SPIRITUALISl\I. 
A writer in the Amcricai& Spiritualist thus advises those who desit·e 

to. promote Spiritualism :-" I am impressed by a' mathematical spirit' 
:to usk the following questions: 

1. Ought not Spiritualists to spend their time and money where it 
will do the most good? 

2. Is not the simple fnct that spirits can a.nd .do communicate with 
mortals, the only thing in which all Spiritua.list..! agree? 

3. 1'hen should not Spiritualists, as Spiritualists, all work together 
to spread a knowledge of this fact, and reject all leaders, Ct·eeds, and 
ot'ga.nisations not especially designed to tcnch the Aleta of spirit-com-
munion? · 

4. 1'hen if the special work of Spiritualists is to spread a knowledge 
of spirit-communion, and allow all to receive and judge fot· them
selves, without any priestly perversion, modifica.tion, or monopolising . 
of' spiritual gifts,' would not th~ efforts, time, and money devoted to 
delegates' COil\'entions, state and national organisations, their ag~nts and 
missionaries, do ten times 118 much for the cause if devoted to tho 
circulation of tl'acts, papel's, and publications? 

5. Have not nineteen-twentieths of all our mediums nnd spirit-com
munications for the last twenty-two years opposed leaders, cre..ds, and 
expensive organisations? 

6. Have not all such organisutions caused coldness, distrust, and 
discord, and demonstrnted the need of 

A NEW PROGRAliME? 

1st, Circulate tracts by millions. Let them be short, and to the point, 
such as can be o.ft'orded for sixpence a hundred. Ench hundt·ed, 
judiciously circulated, would secure at least one su~criber to a Spiri: ual 
paper. 

2ndly, Circulate Spiritual papers. Let each subscrib~r take two 
where he or she now takes one, and &ive away to all who can be 
induce.d to read or circulate them. 

3rdly, Free circles-public and private; also local, county, stnte, and 
Ii:ttionu.l mass meetings, where spirits and their mediums shall not. b:l 
tmmmelled by would-be leaders, who fear erratic, striking, and cotnicnl 
manifestations, which nre ju~t the thing to draw the thoughtless c:·owd, 
and enable wise Spiritualists to scatter in tracts, papers, nnd pub!ic~
t.:ons, the se..d which will, in due timt>, produce a bountiful hnrw•t. 

Carry out the above programme, and trocts, papers, and convert.< will 
increase tenfold faster thnn by patroniPing leaders, cret>ds, and ex
pensive organisations; at least, such is the opinion of 

"A MATJIEllATICAL Sl'll:IT." 

To meet the requirements of those who desire to aid in carrying out 
t.his "new programme," a variety of "SEEo-Cons" is being prep~rNI 
to SC!ltter broadrost over the land. A useful assortm~nt of trncts is 
givt>n on the other side; but the brst thing to circulate is the MEDIUM, 
a w~kly paper devoted to Spiritualism, pric~ ld. If you nrc willing to 
work and too poor to pav, send for a parcel of specimens, with stamps 
f?r postage, to J. Bual!s, nt the" Seed-Corn" Granary, 15, Southa.mpton 
},ow, Holborn, L'lndon, W.C. 
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SUGGESTIONS FOR TRACT DISTRIBUTION. 
1. Tracts and publications mlly be $iven away when travelling. 

They may be left in waiting-rooms at railway stations and in railway 
carriages. Always carry a supply with you. 

2. Special meetings and congregations may be selected at which 
tracts can be offered as the people pass in and out. 

3. A corps of distributors may, by concerted e.etion, on a Sunday 
it might be, give every inhabitant of any town or region a tract or other 
work on Spiritualism. A definite district should be allotted to each 
distributor, and the tracts could be left at each house, given away at 
the churches and chapels, or to passers by in the streets. Such united 
action would make a deeper impression than occasional or partial 
services of the same kind. 

4. Tracts may be scattered advantageously amongst crowds which 
collect on vacant ground near large towns t~ discuss various subjects 
or listen to open-air addresses. A small bllnd of earnest Spit·itualists 
could do much good by attending such places on Sunday afternoons, and 
making short speeches in succession, and giving tracts. 

5. Special publications should be carefully selected, and sent per 
post, neatly addressed, to clergymen and others occupying influential 
and professional poditions. Tbe individual peculiarities of the persons 
thus canvassed should be carefully studied, and a publication sent in 
accordance with their tastes. Do not forget your personal friencls. 

6. Speciul tracts are prepared to be given away at the exhibitions of 
conjurers professing to expose Spiritualism, at Secularist lectures, or at 
the meetings of Educationalists, religious or eocial reformere. Such 
meetings should be carefully saturated with appropriate Spiritual in
formation. 

7. Tract distributors should, whenever practicable, unite together, 
and work in organised parties. A f1,1nd may be collected by issuing 
subscription-sheets with the object stated at the top thereof. Tracts may 
be had to better advantage in lat·ge quantities. Special editions will, on 
application, be printed for societies, with their announcements thereon, 
at wholesale prices. 

8. There is nothing cheaper o:• better than the various numbers of 
"Seed Corn," which from their variety are adapted to all classes of 
minds. 

9. There is always on hand at the Spiritual Institution a surplus 
stock of publications, English and American, which may be obtained at 
very low prices. The MEDIUM, the Weekly Organ of the Movement, is 
speci11lly recommended. Supplies of any forthcoming number, contain
ing articles of local interest, may be had on such terms as m11y be agreed 
on, according to quantity. 

10. Committees may also subscribe to present Mrs. Hardinge's 
"History of Spiritualism," "The Dialectical Society's Report,'' R. D. 
Owaus works, or Gerald Massey's " Concerning Spiritualism,'' &c. 
to public' libraries, institutions, or individuals, f01· which purpose such 
works may be obtained at special prices. Spiritualists should endeavour 
to cause every person in their district to know the aims and agencies of 
this movement. 

ADDRESS J. BunNs, PnoaRxss:vE LIBRARY AND SPIRITUAL lssTITl'TION, 

15, SoUTII.UII'TON Row, W.C. 

o. •izedbyGoogle 
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TH;E FRIENDS OF SPIRITUALISM 
should make. every poeaible effort to extend the circulation of 

TilE MEDIUII AND DAYBREAK, 
The Weekly Organ of the Movement. Pr1ce One Penny. 

Tms paper gives accounts of remarkable phenomena, important spirit
messages, reports of lectures, answers to questions, news from foreign 
lands, instructions to inquirers, directions for the development of 
mediumehip, and all that can interest an investigator into the deeply 
important and instructive subject of man's immortal existence. 

It is a paper entirely free from creed or sect, seeking to establish a 
free inquiry into man's religious nature with the view of establishing a 
state of thmgs in which no man shall dare intrude his opinion between 
a man's conscience and God. Its aim is to place religion on a basis 
founded on the Principles of Nature, and in harmony with the revela
tions of the past, as recorded in the sacred writings of all civilised 
nations. Thus it may oppose and expose m!lny views and practices 
current in society, and yet uphold the cause of true religion and good
will to men. All lovers of religious liberty !lnd spiritual progreee are 
earnestly invited to throw in their lot with the MEDiUM. 

If possible, an agent should be found in every district who would 
expose copies in hie window. It may be obtained per post-one 
copy for 6s. 6d. per annum; two copies, 103. lOd. ; three copies, 17s. 4d.; 
four copies, 19s. 6d. ; six copies and upwards in one wrapper, 4s. 4d. per 
annum esch copy. 

GERALD M.~ssEY's "Lectures on Spiritualism" appear in Nos. lll, 
112, 113, and 114, post free, 5d. 

TnE SPECIAL NuliBER FOR INvESTIGATORS (No. 119) is the best docu
ment ever published for putting into the bands of all classes as a first 
jntroduction to Spiritll!llis:n. Price 1d. 

THE REPORT OF THE JuBILEE AND CoNFERENCE held at Darlington 
is given in No. 127. It is the best manifesto of the purposes and 
methods of the Spiritualists which has yet been published in this country, 
and a perusal of it is calculated to impressany thinking mind favourably 
in regard to the movement. Double size, price 1d. In parcels for 
diatribution at reduced prices. 

DuPUis's great work on "The Origin of Religious Dogmas" (tracing 
them to Sun-Worship, thus accounting for the difference which exists 
between the teachings of Jesus and the churches), appeared in several 
numbers, done up in a neat wrapper, 1s. 

Emu HARDINGE's 0RATIONs.-M:!Iny of them are yet in· print in 
numbers of the MEDIUll. ld. each. 

SURPLUS COPIES, 
with a stamp for esch, may be obtained at a low price for distribution, or 

gratis, as specimens, with a view to extending the circulation. 
Send the names of those persons likely to be interested, and a parcel 

the MEDIUliS will be forwarded to such persons in return. 
Apply to 

J . BURNS, PROGRIISSIYIII LIBRARY AND SPIRITUAL lNSTJTt:TION, 
15, Southampton Row, London, W.C. 

o, ,,zedbyGoogle 
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INFORMATION FOR INVESTIGATORS. 
RULES TO BE OBSERVED A 'I 1'HF. SPIRIT-CIRC'LF., by Emm>\ Hardinge. ld. 
ON TilE BPlRIT-CUICLE A..'<D THE LAws OF MEDIU~ISHIP. A Lecture by Emma 

Hardinge. ld. • 
Tm! CREED OF THE SPIRITS A~"D THE IXFLUI":<CE OF THE RELIGION OF SPIRITU· 

AqsM. A Lecture by Emma Hardinge. 1d. 
THE GOSPEL AND SPIRITUAI.IS:II: Showing how both rest. on the same foundation: 

By a Cler~:yman of the Church of En~rland. !d. ; 2s. per 100. 
llfoDER:( SPIRITUALISM. A Lecture by John F. Morgan. 1d. Gives a useful 

resum6 of the whole question. 
THEODORE PARKER IN SPIRIT-LIFE. A Nnrrntive of Persona(Experience gh·en 

inspirationally to Dr. Willis. ld. This little work gives a good view of life 
in the spirit-world. 

WHAT Is DE.~TH? By Judge Edmonde. 1d. 
THE PHILOSOPHY OF DEATH. Gives a clairvoyant description of death-bed 

scenes and the condition of the departed spirit, by A. J. D>wis. 2d • 
.llfEDIU~IS AND MEDIU!\!SHIP.· An exhausth·e narrath·e of the difficulties that 
. beset investigat<>rs, an!i how to a\·oid them. By 'l'homas Hazard. 2d. 
Is SPIRITUALISM THE WORK OF DEMO::<S P A rel'l.\' to a Se1·mon by the Rev. J. 

Jones, Lh·erpooi, by '1'. Bredor. 2d. The title of this well-written easay 
conveys a good idea of its usefulness. 

CONCERNING MIRACLES. By T. Brevior. 3d. 
'!'HE PRESS t:. SPIRIT'I!ALIS~I, by Investigator. 1d. This article points out the 

position which Spiritualism has assumed in public estimation. A useful 
, defence of the facts. 
WHAT SPIRITUALIS" HAS TAUGHT, by William Howitt. ~d. Supplies valuablo 

theological arguments. 
LETTERS ON SPIRIT'I!ALIS~r, by William Howitt. 2d. 
ExJ>F.RIM:ENT.~ INVESTIGATIONS OF PSYCHIC FORCE, by William Crookes, 

F.R.S., &c. 1s. This work is illustrated by drawings of mechanic:U contl'i
' mnces to pro\·e that the manifestat.ions reall,\· take place: 

THE PLANCHETTE MYSTERY; being n <;"ndid inquiry into the nature, origin, 
import, and tendencies of Modern S•gns nnd Wonders. New York, 1s. 

01JTLINR8 o•· TEN YEARS' iNVESTIGATION OF SPIRITUALIS:\1, by T. P. Harkns. 
1s. 6d. A calm and dispassionate st.Ltement; 

HINTS FOR THE EVIDEXCES OF SPIRI1'UALIS~I, \>y M.P. 2s. 6d. 
GLIMPSES OF A BRIGHTER LAND. A Series ot. Spirit-Messages through the 

Mediumship of a Lady. 2s. 6d. 
HEAVEN OPENED; OR, ~fESSAGES TO TH>: BF.REAYED FROM THEIR ·LITTLE 

ONES IN GLORY. Through the Medimuship of F. J . T. Parts I. and II., 
6d. each; in cloth, 9d. each. 

;FooTFALI.s O:( THE BouNDARY OF Al\'OTHF.R WORLD. By R. D . Owen. 7s. 6d. 
THE D linATABLE LAND BETWEEN o·ms WoRLD .U"D THE ~~1'·r. By R. Dale 

Owen. 9s. 

"A SOWER WENT FORTH TO SOW." 
SEED ConN: a New Series of Tracts on Spil'itualism. 
l'\fo. 1.-:IJATHE)!.\O'IC'AL SPIRITU-'LIS~I. 4 pp.; 1s. p<'l' 100. 
No 2.-SPIRtrUALIS~r AND THE Gosr>:J. OF J•:sus . . By J. Burns; showing the 
•.. parallel• be~ween the life and teacl1iugs of Jesus, and the pl'inciples of 

Spiritualism. 4 pp. ; 1s. per 100. 
No. 3.-THE PRINCIPLES OF MoDERN SPlBITl'ALISM. By A. E. Newton. 4 pp.; 

1s. per 100. 
No. 4.-WHAT IS SPIRITUALis~r P E"plniningthe phllosophy of the phenomena, 

rnles and eonditions for the spirit-circle; and ample mtormation for investi· 
"· gators desirlous of obtaiuing the manifestations. 4 pp.: 1s. p or 100. 
No. 5.- THE CREED Ol!' 1'HE S!•JRITS. The Ten Sph·itual Commandments and 

; the Ten Laws of Rigbt, gil·en throu~h Emma Hardinge. 4 pp.; 1s. per 100. 
No. 6.-DR. SF.xTo;<'s Co"nmsioN 1'0 SPIRIT'I!ALIS)f. 4 pp.; Is. per 100. 

· . OtheJ' nrm~!Jtrs · in preparation. 

London: J. BuR.Ns, 15, Southampton Row, W.C. 

Dignized by Goog l e 



SEED CORN.--No. 2. 

SPIRITUALISM AND THE GOSPEL OF JESUS. 
BY J. nunxs. 

The religious mind of this country presents a very strange n.nom:J.Iy. 
On the one hand we have Christians opposing Spiritualism, and on the 
other, the Spiritualists chiming kindred with Jesus, the assumed founder 
of Christianity. All our knowledge of Jesus is derived from the New 
Testament. Allart from thnt book, no mnn h.ns ever.succeeded in demon
strating the extstence of Jesus ns an undemable htstortcnl f,tct, though 
much l'Orroborative testimony certainly exists. In apperuing to the 
Biblt>, we use it, we treat it, exactly~. we ~ould any other book-anal,vsing 
its matter as we proceed, and credttlng 1t accordmg to the relntiYc value 
of the various pnrts as it appears to us. In this way the Bible is on 
f,·iendl{ terms with everyone, whatever be their views. It will not 
qu:lrre with them if they will not quarrel with it. What c~uses diffi
culty is the action of those who place the Bible in a fa.!Ea relntion by 
imposing it as a thrall and a fetter upon mnn's intellect and conscience. 
It is written, "All Scripture is ~iven b1, inspiration of God," and as all 
of the Bible is taken for " Scrtpture, ' every part is assumed 1 o be of 
equal value and importance. This syllogism men ador,t without en:t• asking 
themselves what is meant by the term "Suripture.' It signifi ·s ·• holy 
writing;" and why " holy writing? " In those dnys of Syrian Spiri
tualism, thnt which came through prophets, or "DUldiums" ns we would 
call them-that which wns imparted to men ft·om tho spirit-world- was 
rolled "holy," because it was good, pure, and adapted to ele>nte men's 
minds towards that which was eternal and spiritual. It was also the 
opinion of those ancient Spiritualists that all such utterancas came direct 
from God. Nowndavs we think differentlv, and know that all truth is 
from God, but that what comes from spiritual sources is not nec~ssal'ily 
or absolutely true. Even though the fountain were pure, the channel is 
human-faulty; and hence, though "holy writings" may be very go9d 
in themselves, they are alike the subject of reason and criticism wita 
any other writings or books. 'l'hat and similnr t6rms in the Bible refer 
to spiritual facts and allusions, and it takes a spiritual student, to read 
their import aright. Without this spiritual light and knowledge, com
mP.ntntora have misjudged the meaning of such pa.ssage.s, and placed the 
Bible as a bondage upon the minds of men, thus stultifying their mental 
and spiritual growth, and r~ndering the Bible a curse rather than a benefit 
to the race. All of the Bible is not "holy writing." Much of it is 
.a mere record of events, the same as may be found in any other history, 
nnd has to be judged by its consistency or value. In this light we 
atll·ibute no authoritative importance to the statrments respecting Jesus 
recorded in the gospels, and we do not profess to endorse them all, or 
accept them all as of equal value. If we compared them rorefully 
some contradictions might be discovered, on which account we prefer 
to follow the general portraiture of Jesus as it is depicted in the spirit 
.of the gospels, and form our opinion of his mission from that genera 

Price One Sldlling per 100. 

_ . .J 
o, •izedbyGoogle 



2 Spiritualism and tlw Gospel of Jesus. 

view, rather than from the consideration of separate texts and state· 
mente. 

The records agree in asserting that Jesus was born of poor '(>Brent!. 
and that he was brought up to the humble calling of a mechamo. He 
was a child of intuitive genius, and at the age of twelve {enrs he W!lS 

discovered in the Temple puzzling the erudite brains o the leading 
theologians with his questions and answers-a feat which children very 
readily accomplish at the present day. Bible history says nothing of 
him till his thirtieth year, when he entered upon his public caree~, 
and displayed such a marked individuality thnt it would be madness to
suppose that he worked passively at the carpenter's bench from the tim& 
he was twelve till he "entered on his ministry." The general suppo· 
sition is that he lt>ft his humble home and wandered forth into the world 
in search of knowledge; that be visited Egypt-the land of occult 
philosophy-and, perhaps, India; that he returned to his native land 
with the full intent of reforming her institutions and enlightening her 
children, with a mind stored with knowledge, and faculties fully devt>
loped and at ready control by careful cultivation and exercise. Education 
with the child of spiritual genius is not cramming the memory with a 
few basketfuls of old books, but n calling out of the Divine powers of 
the human soul, whereby all knowledge and power is given unto men. 
Such were at any rate the accomplishments of Jesus. He betrayed re
markable spiritual powers. He was psychometric, clairvoyant, could 
heal the sick even at a distance, exercised wonderful biological influenco
over mind and matter, could "summon legions of angels" to his aid, 
worked by a spiritual power delegated to him by " tho Father,'' and 
did his mighty works by the "power of the Holy Ghost." We se~ 
ht this portrait a man with remarkable psychological endowments, r.nd 
moreover, a medium for superior influences-according to his own 
candid acknowledgment, 

\Ve may nMt notice the positiveness of his character, nnd the uncom
promising opposition whicli he offered to the ecclesin~tical, social, and 
political institutions nnd usages of the time. Ho ch:.rncteriscd the 
priesthood as "whited sepulchres" and pretentious hyprocrites, the 
lawyers as the robbers of the widow nnd the fat.herless, and the poli
tical authorities ns tyrants. He neither respected the Sabbath nor the 
man's C)Orn through which he walked and helped himself to. He abro
gated in his person all religion except trust in the Divine Fathe1·, all 
social usages except broth11rly love, and all law except the "new com
mandment" which he made the basis of his social intercourse. No 
wonder that all classes of society were against him-that the respect
able people held him as of no reputs-that the rich despised him, tbtt 
sa.nctimonions reviled him, the theologians thought he had " a dovil," 
and the authorities put him to death as a political offender. 

He had hi& friends. The lowlT, and erring were particularly dear 
to him: " publicans and sinners ' were his associates, and he chose 
his followers from the most ignorant and humble rank in society. These 
understood him very imperfectly. When in danger, they all deserted 
him: Peter denied him, Judas betrayed him, Thomas doubted him, and 
Philip was so hopelessly stupid that ho could not comprehend the pur-· 
port of his Master's mission. Y~t this strllJlge man, poorly ciroum
stanoed as he was, identified himself with his Divine Parent 118 the loving 
child would with his father and mother. His motivewns truth, bis mel'l!s• 

... 
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Bpiritualiam and tM G01ptl of Jesus. 3 

love, and his aim goodneu to his brother man ; and he realised thereby 
the glorious fact that He and his Father were one. In doing this, be 
arrogated no s~ial privileges to himself, but in the name of humanity 
asserted his Dtvine Sonsbip, and that no power, either in heaven or 
earth, had a right to come between a man's soul and his sense of 
right and duty. He said, "The kingdom of heaven is within you;" 
and as God makes "heaven his dwelling place," therefore God is 
within the innermost of every man, and thus be taught that man waa 
eSBentially spiritual, divine. The objects of existence were also S);liri• 
tual " ' My kingdom is not of this world,' but the great mission o! my 
lifo is spiritual; and so is yours, for you are also the 'sons of God.'" 
He did not set himself up as superior, or ns an object of adoration and 
worship. On the contrary, he promised that those who should follow 
him and perform the n~cessary duties should do even greater thinga 
than he himself accomplished. He was the first fruits-the forerunner 
of a mighty Spiritual Brotherhood; and, as nn everlasting member of 
that sa.cred compact, he promised to visit them in !pirit after his bodily 
decoose. It is recorded that he did so in a tangible physical manner 
which Spiritualists can well understand. He enforced on no one any 
belief or creed, but tolerated every man's inability to comprehend his 
teachings or motives. He enjoined all to adopt his method or example; 
and what 'Wll.8 that? From the professions of his modern followers, 
we would suppose that Jesus was a copyist, for they pretend to copy his 
character, though they miserably fail in all their attempts to do so. 
Jesus was no copyist-no imitator of others. Many good men had 
preceded him, the parnp;on of his people, with whose renown he was no 
doubt rcquainted; but we do not read of him imitating Moses, David, 
or Isaiah, but be trut.bfully and diligently lived out HIMSELF; and tho 
spiritualli~ht within him, which "lighteth every man that cometh into 
the world,' was his pattern and teacher. He asked his friends to follow 
his example-it was that of a self-reliant, original genius; and if we 
would achieve nny success in spiritual gifts, intellect, or moralto, we 
must try to be like ourselves-not like Jesus, which would be a sheer 
impossibility, as no two men can be alike; but every man will make 
the most of life by self-knowledge and self-development. What, then, 
was the Gospel or gladdening teachings of Jesus? He lived in an age 
when hoJlow ceremony was called religion, when government wns 
tyranny, and when society was a seething mass of passional corruption 
nnd selfishness-when scepticism on the one hand, and fanatical piety on 
the other, either op~nly denied man's spiritual nature, or rendered it; 
ridiculous. Jesus taught a practical religion of the highest morality, 
that God is spirit, and that man is the child of his bosom ; but he Jet\ 
everyone to think liB their capabflities permitted them in all philosophi
cal matters. He demonstrated the truth that the child might aot in 
harmony with the parent-that man might be one with God. He ex
hibited the fact that man in the flesh could be the instrument of spiri
tual powers and beings for the enlightenment of man on spirttual 
matters ; and, finally, that after physical death man llBBUmed an im
mortal body, in which be lind in a !piritual world, and could, in 
accordance with certain conditions, return to those with whom he Willi 
in mutual sympathy. This is, in short, the Gospel of Jesus, and it is 
nothing but pure Spiritualism, thfl et!f!('!nce and form of all religion. It 
is not "Christianity,'' however, with its doctrines, theologies, and dog-
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matio ll88Umptions. Where did these proceed from? They ha;l'e existed 
in the world from the earliest dawn of idolatrous priestcraft. The Fall 
and the Devil-the immaculate conception by a virgin-th~ birth, life, 
and actta of a God-man-the angry QQd-the Hell tormentta-thevicarious 
Sacrifice, and the Trinity are to be found in nearly every form of idola
try or Paganism that has existed or is now to be found upon the face of 
the earth. These beliefs were in the minds of the people, who adopted 
certain notions from the spiritual lights of ancient days, which they 
engro.fted upon their own idolatrous dogmas. If space permitted, we 
might profitably refer to history, and point out thA cnt·eer of all the 
Pa.go.n myths tho.t are now taught in our churches o.s popular Chris
tianity. 

What, then, is the duty of Spiritualists in the present crisis? The 
position of the true Spiritnalist is the same o.s that of Jesus in every 
sense of the word. The genuine Spiritualist is a man who follows his 
·reo.son and his intuitions-so did Jesus. The Spiritualist follows truth, 
and lives by the .application of truth to all the relations of life-so did 
·Jesus. The Spiritualist is a self-reliant original-so was Jesus. The 
Spiritualist is a reformer in every sense of the term-so was Jesus. 'fhe 
Spiritualist is unpopular-so was Jesus. The Spiritualist exercises 
spirit-power-so did Jesus. In e'l'ery aspect we have a parallel, all of 
which are avowedly ignored by Christian Churches, ns is seen by their 

·blind hostility to Spiritualism. The Spiritw\list is doing the same work 
now that Jesus did in his day. It is nothing new now, and wns nothing 
new then. It ho.d all been enncted over and over again in the world's 
history, but each time had got contaminated by the selfiShness of priest
hoods, and so required renewing. The great practical question now is, 
How shall we make it pure, and keep it pure ? By ho.ving no compact 
whatever with the prevailing forms of priesteraft. Jesus did not betray 
his God by claiming kinship with any of the religious bodies of his time, 
and scorned to wear their name, enjoy their/.rivilE>ges, or conform to 
their requirements. Let us do likewise, an , with all the power we 
possess, oppose every effort to Christianise, Mormonise, Mohamm~danise, 
or otherwise pollute SJ?irituali5ro. To do so would be to ncccpt the 
opinions of men-opimons that have been blindly or designedly thrust 
upon their minds to serve certain selfish ends and shut out from man
kind·the great spirit.uallight which comes to every man according to his 
needs. Spit·itualists! surely we may call our souls om• own? Let us 
resist as traitors and dangerous foes those who would enthral our minds 
by their personal opinions under the term of " Christian Spiritualism," ' 
or any other authoritarian bondage whatever. Jesus brought, "not pence, 
·but a..sword," nnd yet he said, "My peace give I unto you." What is this 
"peaoe" which the world cannot take away? It is, that every man be 
in harmony with his own SP.nse of right and truth, but not with fashion
able. religion. If Jesus ho.d tried to be at peace with the "Scribes and 
Phal'isees," he might have occupied a high position in the Synagogue, 
but would he have been at peace? I.Ct every soul answer and be guided 
by the result of its questioning. 

--------------------
. Read TltF! :Mrnru~r. a w•ekly exponent of "SPIRITUALISM," One PCIID)t; 
pu!1lisfled by J. Burns. OthCI' numbel'• of S.:F.D CoRll, and many li&tercsting 
:!'Orks on Spiritnalisrn, are on sale nt the Progre93ive Library, 15, Southampton 

~ .... '""'• ""'"""' ,_,,.W.O. 
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SEED CORN.-No. 3. 

THE PRINCIPLES OF MODERN SPIRITUALISM. 

BY A. E. N&WTON. 

:Modern Spiritualism, distinctively so called, took its rise from certain 
-phenomena alleged to 00 caused by disembodied spirits, ann believed 
to signalise the opening of intelligible intercourse between the earthly 
and spiritual states of existence. These phenomena first attracted 
special attention in the western part of the State of New York in the 
vear 1848, and have since spread, in various forms, throughout almost all parte of tbe civilised world. 

It is computed that from three to five millions of the people of 
the United States alone have become convinced of their reality and 
their spiritual origin. 

The following dt>finitions and summary of opinions were adopted by 
the Fifth Annual Convention of American Spiritualists, and represent 
the claims generally put forth by Spiritualists:-

Spiritualism, in its broad ~ense, as a philosophical system, embraces 
whatever relates to spirit, spiritual existences, and spiritual for011s; 
especially all truths relati"re to the human spirit, its nature, capacities, 
laws of manifestation, its disembodied existence, the conditions of that 
existencE', and the modes of communication between that and earth-life. 
It is thus a system of universal philosophy, embracing in ita ample 
scope all phenomena of life, motion, and development; aU causation, 
immediate or remote; all existence, animal, human, and divine. It has, 
consequently, ita phenomenal, philosophicnl, and theological depat-t
menta. 

But in neither of these departments i~ it as yet clearly and com
pletely defined to general acceptance. Hence there is no disti.nct system 
now before the public which can with propriety be called Spiritualism, or 
the spiritual philosophy, and for which Spiritualists, as such, can he 
held responsiole. 

Modern· Spiritualism, more specifically, may be defined as that belief 
Jr conviction which is peculiar to, aad universall; held by, the peopla 

n.ow called Spiritualists. This may be stated m the single proposi
tiOn-

That disembodied human sptrita sometimes manifest themselves, or 
milke known their presence and 'power, to persons in the earthly body, 
and hold realised communication with them. 
· Whoever belieTes this one fact, ''"hatever else he may believe or 
di~believe in theology, philosophy, or morals, is a Spirit.ualist, accordi11g 
to the modern use of the term. Hence there are wide differences among 
Spiritualists on theological questions. There are thos~> wbo regard the 

Is. per 100. A ,·o.r!ety of other Tracts. 
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2 The Principles of Modern Spirituali8m. 

Bible 88 divinely inspired and authoritative; though, in the light of 
modem revelation, the;r interpret its tescbings somewhat dift'erentlv 
from any of the promment sects of Christendom. There are others 
who esteem it simply 88 an historic record, embracing the religious 
ideas, spiritual mamfestations, &o., of the Jewish people and early 
Christians, having no higher claims to reliability or authority than have 
other histories. l'be subjoined summary embodies the views on a 
nriety of topics genernlly prevalent among the more intelligent class of 
Spiritualists:- 1 

I, THEORBTICAL, 

1. That man has a spiritual nature as well as a corporeal; in other 
words, that the real man is a spirit, which spirit bas an organised form, 
composed of sublimated material, with parts and organs corresponding 
to those of the corporeal body. 

2. That man as a spirit is immortal. Being found to survive that 
change called physical death, it may be rea.sonably supposed that he 
will survive all viciBBitudes. 

3. That there is a ifiritual world, or state, with its substantial 
realities, objective as we as su~jective. 

4. That the process of physical death in no way essentially trans
forms the mental constitution or the moral character of those who 
experience it, else it would destroy their identity. 

5. That happiness or suffering in the spiritual state, as in this, 
depends not on arbitrary decree or special provision, but on character, 
aspirations, and degree of harmonisation, or of personal conformity to 
universal and divine law. 

6. Hence that the experiences and attainments of the present life lay 
the feundation on which the next commences. 

7. That since growth is the law of the human being in the present 
life, and since the process called death is -in tact but a birth into another 
condition of life, retaining all the advantages gained in the experiences 
of thislife, it may be inferred that growth, development, expanaion, or 
progr888ion is tho endless destiny of the human spirit. 

8. That the spiritual world is not far otr, but near, around, or inter· 
blended with our present atate of existence; and hence that we are 
constantly under the cognisance of spiritual beings. 

9. That as individuals are passing from the earthly to the spiritual 
state in all stages of mental and moral growth, that state includes all 
grades of character, froru the lowest to the highest. 

10. That happineBB snd misery depend on internal states rather than 
en external surroundings; there are as many gradations of each as there 
are shades of character-each o~;.e gravitating to his own place by 
natural law of afllnity. 

11. That communications from the spiritual world, whether by 
mental impression, inspiration, or any other mode of transmiBBion, are 
not necessarily infallible truth, but, on the contrary, partake unavoid
ably of the imperfections of the minds from which they emanate and 
of the channels through which they come, and are, moreover, liable to 
misinterpretation by those to whom they are addressed. 

12. Hence ~hat no inspired communication, in this or any ags. 
(wbateyer claims may have been set up as to its source), is authoritative-
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Tl~ Principles of Modern Spiritualum. 3 

any further tbnn it expresses truth to the individual conioiousneea ; 
which last is the final standard to which all inspired or spiritual 
teachings must be bruught for judgment. 

13. That inpsiration, or influx of ideas and promptings from the 
Bpiritual realm is not a miracle of a past ags, but a perpetual fact- tht> 
oeaaelese method of the divine economy for human elevation. 

14. That all angelic and all demoniac beings which have manifelted 
themselves or interposed in human affairs in the paat were simply 
disembodied sririta in different grades of advancement. 

15. That al authentic miracles (so called) in the past-such as tee 
raising of the apparently dead, the healing of ilie sick by the laying on 
of banda or other simple means, unharmed contact with poisons, the 
movement of physical -objects without visible instrumentality, &c., &c.
have_ been produced in harmony with univerlllll laws, and hence may be 
ftpeated at any time under suitable conditions. 

16. That the causes of all phet.omena-the sources of all )lGWer, life, 
and intelligence-are to be sought for in the internal or epir1tual realm, 
not in the external or material. 

17. That the chain of causation leads inevitably to a creative spirit, 
who must be not only a fount of life (Love), but a forming principle 
(Wisdom)-thus sustaining the dual parental relations of father and 
mother to all finite intelligences, who, of course, are all brethren. 

18. That man, as the offspring of this Infinite Parent, is in some 
~ense His image or finite embodiment ; and that, by virtue of his 
parentage, each human being is or has, in hie inmost, a germ of 
divinity-an incorruptible offshoot of the Divine Essence, whick is 
enr prompting to good and right, and which, in time, will free itself 
from all imperfections incident to a rudimental or earthly condition, 
and will finally triumph over eviL 

19. That all evil is disharmony, greater or less, with tllia divine. 
principle; and hence, whatever prompts and aida man to bring his 
external nature into subjection to and harmQlly with the divine in him, 
in whatever religious system or formula it may be embodied, is a 
"means of salvation" from evil. 

II. PRACTICAL. 

The hearty and intelligent conviction of theae truths, with a realisa· 
tion of spirit-communion, tends-

1. To enkindle lofty desires and spiritual aspirations-an eft'ect 
opposite to that of a grovelling Materialliim which limits existence to 
the present life. 

2. To deliver from painful f~ars of death, and dread of imaginary 
evils consequent thereupon, as well as to prevent inordinate sorrow and 
mourning for deceased friends. 

8. To give a rational and inviting conception of the after-life to those 
who use the present worthily. · 

4. To stimulate to the highest and worthiest possible employment of 
the present life, in view of ita momentous relations to the future. 

5. To energise the soul in all that is good and elevating, and to 
rer.train the passions from all that is evil and impure. This must result, 
according to the laws of ·moral influence, from ~ knowledge of the 
constant presence or cogni~nce of the loved and pure. 
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4 The Principles of Modern Spi1·itualism. 

6. To prompt our ea~nest endeavours, by purit.y of life, by un@elfish
ness, and by loftiness of aspiration, to live constantly en rapport with 
the highest conditions or spirit life and thought. 

7. To stimulate the mind to the largest investigation and the freest 
thought on all subj~cts-especially on the vital themes of a spiritual 
philosophy and all cognate matters,-that it may be qualided to judge 
for itself what is-right and true. 

8. To deliver from all bondage to authority, whether vested in creed, 
book, or Qhnrch, except that of perceived truth. 

9. To cilltiVa.te self-reliance and careful investigation by taking away 
the support of authorities, and leaving each mind to exercise its own 
truth-determining powers. 

10. To · quicken all-philanthropic impulses, stimulating to enlightened 
and unselfish labours for human good, under the encouraging assurance 
that the redeemed and e:mlted spirits of our race, instead of retiring to 
idle away -an eternity of inglorious ease, are encompassing -us about as a 
cloud of witnesses, inspiring us to the work, and aiding it forward to a 
certain an~ glorious 188ue. 1 

Spiritualism, In the ~cneral acceptation of the term, implies a recognition of 
God as the Infinite •pint-presence of the unh·erse, and of a present as well as put 
intercourse and communion between the inhabitants of earth and those peopling 
the world of spirits. It is a tact, and a life; in method it is phenomenal and 
philo•ophicnl, corresponding to the inductive nnddedncth·e methods of reasoning. 
As the admlnistrat.ion of law has little to do with essential justice, and theology 
little to do with religion "pure 11nd undefiled," so cre<>ds and churchal dogmas have, 
legitimately, nothing to do with Spiritualism. Tbe angels ncwr designed the 
introduction of a new sect upon ~arth through the agency of Spiritual mnnifesta
tions. Those are Spiritualist~, then, who from personal, or otherwise well
attested e'idences, believe in pr~ot interviews with, and communication• from, 
Immortalised spfrits, &nd strive so far as in tll.em lies to live pure and sph·itual 
Iives.-J. M. Peeble1. 

Inquirers Into Splritoa!i1m should correspond with Mr. Burns, Proprietor or 
th~ Spirltuullnstitution, 15, Bouthampt<on Row, London, W .C., who will gladly 
fonirart\ 1\ pncltet of publications nnd useful information gratis. Stamps should In 
ali cases be enclosed for remrn. po•tnge. D.eputntions of mediums or lecturen 
may be IUTIUiged for to visit any locality whe1·~ public meetings or seances can be 
instituled. 

Inquirers into Spiritualism should supply themseh·es regnl11rly with 

".THE MEDIUM AND DAYBREAK, 
A weekly P.a.per de\'oted to the History, Phenomena, Philosophy, and Teachings 
of Spiritualism. Price 1d. ; or&. 6<1. per nnnum, post free. 

· · · Thtjollmcing Publi<tZfums are al<o u.<efnl:-
Concerniog Spirituahsm, by GcralJ Massey. Is. Cloth, 2s. The Creed of tbf 

Spirits; or; the B<-ligious Inllncnce of Spiritualism, by Emma Hardinge. ld. 
On the Spirit Circle and the. Llws of ll!edlumship. A Lecture, by Emma 
Hardlhge. Also the Poems, ,.. E,~ermore.'' an<l ., Ove1• There." Price lrl. Hea,·en 
Opened; or, ll!esSI\ge• from the Bereaved to their Little Ones I~ Glory. 6d. 
Cloth, .11. Modern Spiritualism, by J. F. Yor~n. ld. The Spir1tual Lyre: a 

· Collection of Hrmns and Son~-s for ti1e use of :Spiritualists. 6d. Cloth, la. 
, Bpll'itualism i• ii!Jeraliy ancl impartially Investigated in 

. HUMAN NATURE, 
A: Jl(~hly Record of Zoistic Science, Intel,ligeoce, aud Popular Anthropology· 

·:Pt·tce 6d.; or, 7s. per annum, post free. 
Lqpdou: J. BUBliB, ProgreasivP.Library and Spiritual Institution, 15, !!outhampton 

Rvw,W.C. 
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SEED CORN .-No. 4. 

WHAT IS SPIRITUALISM? 
IT answera the question : "If a. man die, shall he live again; is it al. 

over with me when I have laid aside this mortal body ; are those dear 
and loved onea who have been severed from me by death, blotted out of 
existence for ever, or do they live, and love, and grow in knowledge in 
a better and happier clime, where I shall meet them in a few short 
&eting years?" Most important question! While it remains un
answered, mankind, like doomed convicts, await, in a state of preliminary 
trial and suffering, the final operation of inevitable fate. At this dark 
and hideous picture the human mind naturally recoils; and if it can be 
shown that man is immortal-that a better life awaits the conclusion of 
this one, that this earth is a. preparatory school·house, and that the 
future ia eternal progreaaion towards more perfect and happy conditions, 
~henareman's apiratioll8 met, the justice and mercy of the Creator is vin
dicated, and man is put in posae~sion of more worlds than one, and can 
enjoy them all in anticipation. 

How does Spiritualism answer this great question, so all-important, 
that it has been propounded millions of times during the last four 
tholl8and years? The answer is very simple, and at the same time un· 
questionably certain. The cravings of the human soul are satisfied on 
this important matter by placing man in direct communication with 
such as have departed this life, and thus, by face-to-face intercourse, as 
it were, practically convincing the investigator that those who were 
deemed lost have only gone before, and live to inform us of their con
tinued existence. Those who are unacquainted with the subject may 
emile incredulously at such expectations, while the more thoughtful 
will be glad to know bow such a desirable consummation can be effected. 
To such it may be simply stated that communion witil the spirit-world 
is nota.n imposaibility, a miracle, a. superstition, a trick, nor a delusion; 
it is a natural 1lw of human existence, and has manifested itself in all 
ages of the world. History i&.replete with records of spirit-communion, 
most notably the Bible, and the sacred books of all peoples. Indeed, 
all religions have emanated from this source. For how could man have 
known anything of spiritual existence, unless those in that higher realm 
had ·been able to communicate the fact to him? It does not require 

.. that you should be of any particular creed or belief in order to establish 
communion with the spirit:world, which depends upon temperament, or 
bodily peculiarities of those who conduct the inquiry, and not on their 
knowledge or theories of any kind. To ensure succeas, a medium is 

PRICE ONE SHILLING PER 100. 
London: J . BURNS, 15, Southampton Row, W .C. 
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What is Spiritualism 1 

neceSEary. And pray what is a medium? the curious and interested 
reader will be ready to exclaim. We reply: A medium is a person eo 
constituted as to give off from the body a fine magnetism, or invisible 
power, similar to that peculiar to the magnet which attmcts iron. This 
substance, though invisible, is the connecting link between mind and 
matter-the foroe through the agency of which we move our bodies and 
do the work of life, and, in short, enablestbehuman spirit while in the fieeh 
to control the physical body. The bodies of spiritual beings are supposed 
to be constituted of a similar material to this invisible fluid, whereby 
spirits coming near a medium are able to connect themselves with his 
magnetism, and thus exercise their will over material objects or human 
beings. This process was carried on long before modern Spiritualism 
was known. By this means guardian angels and ministering spirits have 
in all ages been enabled to approach humanity, and impress their minds 
with that which was necessary for their welfare and enlightenment. 
Through this faculty inventors and men of genius have been able 
to give new light to the world; and hence we see that Spiritualism, 
besides showing man how to communicate with the spirit-world, i1 
a most important element in the science of mind. 

We can now understand how the spirit which is invisible may 
be able to influence man and visible objects. The spirit-circle is formed 
by six or eight persons sitting round a table, and placing the palm• 
of the hands lightly on the top of it. If a ~erson having the natural 
qualifications of a medium is present, and if the temperaments of the 
other sitters are congenial, the magnetic power of the whole company 
will gather in a cloud over the table and the sitters, . enabling the 
attendant spirits to move the table up and down, or from side to side, 
r.nd even to fioat it in the air, while no human band is touching it. 
This is almost incrediblt~, but quite easy of explanation by the laws 
of magnetism above alluded to. When tables thus move, communica
tion can at once be established by asking the intelligence that mooves 
the table to make it tip a certain number of times, or cause raps as 
signals in answer to questions, or to indicate letters of the alphabet. 
A more direct way of communion is by writing. When certain persone 
thus sit at a table they find their hands moved about by an infiwenoe 
over which they have no control. This is to indicate that the spirits 
wish to write through them. If such a person take a pencil in the 
band thus moved, he will be caused to write without any control or 
thought on his part. 

In this way information has been communicated with which no per
son present was acquainted, and the autographs of strangers who had 
died years before have been written. Other mediums are put into a 
sle~ping state, called the trance, by the spi1•its, just as a mesmerlser 
operates on his subjects, only the spirit-mesmeriser is not visible. In 
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this state the medium is made to say anything which the spirits desire, 
even to deliver lectures and sermons. Sometimes the mediums will 
act and pt'rsonify deceased persona, though they never saw them in life. 
Another pbaae of mediumship is clairvoyance, by which mediums -
spirits and deecribe them, the same as they would persona in the flesh. 
The clairvoyant sight can see the magnetic elements which are invisible 
to ordinary sight, and thus is enabled to perceive spirits. 

There is a medium in almost every family, and if spirit-circles were 
formed generally by one family uniting with another, the whole popu
lation might be put in communication with the spirit-world at once, 
and derive enlightenment and comfort from its inhabitants, who have 
advanced beyond the mortal stage of shortsightedness. Investigators, 
however, must bear in mind that spirits are but human like themselves. 
Some of them know no more than those in the flesh, and perhaps muth 
leee, becauae a departed person-ignorant, depraved, or criminal-has 
power to communicate aa well as the intelligent and exalted. The best 
means of getting into communion with enlightened and good spirits, is to 
have elevated and disinterested motives,seekingthetruth for its own sake, 
and not for the gratification of any personal eonce1t or selfish pnrpoee. 
Do not be credulo118 and believe that you are in communion with saints, 
:beroes, and men of genius. Demand a teat of identity from every spirit 
that communicates, and if your motives are good and yo11r purposes pure, 
you will soon be attended by spirit-guides or co-workers in the upper 
world, who will protect you from the advances of those who would harm 
or deceive you. That all may have an opportunity of investigating this 
matter for themselves, the following rules for the spirit-circle are 
appended f:>r guidance. 

RULES AND CONDITIONS FOR THE SPIRIT -CIRCLE. 
A'MI:OSPHEBIC Coii'DITIOII'S.-The phenomena eannot be llloeeMfnlly el!clf;e(l 

In very warm, mltry weather, In extreme cold, when thunder and lightning and 
magnetic distnrban- pren.il, when the atmosphet'e is "81'1 moist, or wben there 
io msteh rain, or storms of wind. A -rm, dry 11tmosphere Ia best, as It preoenta 
the mfll!l between all eztremeo, and agr- with the ltarmonione otate of MIID'8 
organism which la proper for the manifestation of epirltnal phenomeaa. A 
tnbdned light or darknlll!llsoreuea the power and facilitates coatroL 

LocAL ColiDITIOII'S.-'l'he room ln which a circle Ia held for development or 
Investigation should be set apart for that purpose. I• should be oomfortably 
tvarmed and •entilated, but dt·aughts or currents of air should be avoided. Thoao 
persons composing the circle should meet in *he room about an hour before the 
~perlmenta commence; the same sitters should attend eaob time, and occupy tile 
t:\mc places. Thla maintains the peculiar magnetlo conditions neoeuary to the 
production of the phenomell4. A deYeloplng cllole e&balllta power, or~ It up. 

ParsioLOGICAL CoxniTIO~s.-The phenomena are produced by a 'f'ital force 
emanating from the sitters, which the apirits me aa a connecting link betw
tben•eelves and objects. Certaia temperaments g!ve oft' this power; others eml• 

.11n opposite lnlluence. If the circle lscompoaed of persons with suitable tempera... 
mtlllta, mllllifeatations will take place readily; if the contrary be the case, much 
peneveranoewill be neceaaary to produce results. If both kliido of temperament 
are present, they require to be arranged eo u to produce harmony In the psychical 
atrnGSphel'8 evolved ·from them. Tlie physical manifestations 81peoiai1J1 depend 
upon temperament. If a circle doeo not succeed, obaup lllould bo mado iQ &lie 
alttOl'll till the proper conditions are supplied. 
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lt!CI'TAL ColiDITIOn.-.Atl forms of mental excitement are detrimental to 
~eooos. ThOle with strong and opposite opinions lbonld not &it together: 
opinionated, dogmatic, and positive JlEIOple are better out of the circle and room. 
l'Rrtles between whom there are feelings of envy, hate, contempt, or other 
-tnbarmonious eentiment ahould not lit at the same circle. The vicious and orude 
ehould be excluded floom alleucb exper!menta. The mlndl of the titters should 
be In a paesh·e rather than an active etate, PQIIIell8ed by the love of truth and of 
mankind. One harmonlou1111d full7.deve!oped illdlvidualll illvaluallle ill &be 
formation of a c!rcle. 

Tua CIBCLB should consist of from three to tell persons of both 88%1!1, and 
1alt ronnd an oval, oblong, or IQltare table. 0&11&-bottomed ehalrl or thoee with 
wooden -Ia are preferable to stnfted chairs. Mediums aDd sensitives lhould 
Dever lit on etntred chairs, cnshlona, or oofu need by other persons, u the 
.tnftuenoes whlob accumulale In thecusbloneoften affect the medlumnnpl-tly. 
'l'he active and quiet, the fair and dark, the ruddy and pale, male and female, . 
abould be oeated alternately. If there lo a medium preeent, be or abe lhonl<t 
GCCupy the citd of the table With the back to the north. A mellow medlumlatic 
person should be placed on each aide of the medium, and thooe moet positive 
ahould be at the cppolite cornen. lro person ebould be placed bebi.Dd the
medium. A circle may repreee~~t a horaelhoe ~~~~~pet, with the medium pla.cecl 
between the poles. 

CONDUCT AT THII: Cnlar.B.-The IItteN lhoold place th~ haudl CID tiM table, 
1aud endeavour to make each other feel easy and ocmforleble. ~le con
versation, singing, readlnq, or Invocation may be engaged ln-<tnyth1ng that wilt 
telld to harmonite the mlndl of thooe preeeut, and unite them iD one pnrpoee, \e 
In order. By en~ng In such exercioea the olrcle may be made very profttable· · 
apart floom the mamfeetations. Bitters should not desire anything In particular, 
but unite In being pleued to receive that which Ia beH for all. The dlreclor ot 
the elrcle should lit opposite the medium, and jut all qoeetlone to the spirit, and 
keep order. A recorder should take notes o the oonditlona and prooeedlngo. 
Xanlfeotatlona may take place In a few mlnntee, or the·olrcle may lit many timea 
before any result oocure. Under these clrcnmetancee It Ia well to chailge the 
positions of the litters, or Introduce new elementa, till euooeu Ia aobleved. When 
the table~ to tilt, or when mpe occur, do not be too Impatient to I!Stanswero 
to questlona. When the table can answer questlono by giving three tlpe or rspa· 
for "Yes, nand one for "No," It may uelet In plao\Dg the aitters properly. Tbe 
aplrita or Intelligences which produce the phenomella should be treated With the· 
ame co~ and consideration as you wonld desire for f<?Ureelv• If yon were 
Introduced Into the company of atrangen for their p8r80II&l beneftt. At the arne· 
time, the litters lhould not on any acocnnt allow their judRment to be warped or
their good sense lmpoeed upon by eplrlts, whatever the& p:ofeadons m&J7 be. 
Beuon with them klildiy, llrinly, and conoiderately. 

llmmoot1B8B WITH BPilllTII lo carried on by variou mean~. The slmpl811t fa. 
three tlpeof the table or rape for "Yes," and one for "No." By tblo means the· 
eplrita ean answer In the affirmative or negative. By calling over the alphabet 
the 1pirill will rap at the proper !etten to ocnstitute a meuage. 8ometlm• tbe 
band of a sitter 1o shaken, then a pencil should be placed In the band. when ~ 
eplrite may write by I$ automatically. Otber litters may beocme entranced, and 
the 1_\)irlta Ul8 the vocal organs of lliOh mediums. to apeak. The 'fn te 
.ametimes 1m mediums, while others are olalrvoyant, and see the 1 te. 
and m~ C them written In luminous letters In the atmosphere. omeo 
ilmes the table and other objecta are lltl,ed, moved from place to pla08, and even 
through oloeed doors. Patiently and kindly oeek for teats of identity floom loved 
ones in the spirit. world, and exerctae oaution reepeoting splrlta who make st;ravr,. 
a&nt preleOIIODS of any kind. 

BEF0112 prooeeding with their lnveetlgatlons lnquu- Into Bp}ritaalilm 
ebould correapond wfth Mr. Burns, Proprfetor of the Spiritual Instit'b.tlon, 1~ 
Southampton Bow, London, W.O., who will gladly forward a pecket of pnbllca
llona and useful Information gratis. Stamps should In all caaee be eno!Oaed for 
J'8turn postage. Deputations of mediums or lecturers may be arranged for to 
'llllt any loolillty where publlc meetings or aeanoea ean be lnetltuted. 

Those who are desirous of becoming acquainted with Bpirituallem In all lie< 
bearingo, should read THE MEDIUM Al'ID DAYBREAK, the Weekly or~~Rn of tbe · 
Mo,·ement., p>·ice One Penny. The whole of the literature of the Movement may 
be rend by subscribing to the Progreeeive Library. Other numbers of "Beeil 
Corn,'" and a great varfety of cheap publications oo the oubject, may be obtalnedo 
of J. Burns, Spiritual Institution, 16, Southampton Bow, London, W.O. 
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SEED CORN.-No. 5. 

TilE cREED OF THE SPffiiTS.* 
1 belzeve in God, for I know that spirit, matter, and motion are 

eternal exietenc~s, co-equal, co-eternal, co-ilxiatent ever. As I believe in 
matter, then so do I believe in spirit; and the totality of that spirit, 
that muter-mind that was even before form-that moved upon the 
chaos and void, and evolvt'<i therefrom order, harmony, and form-is 
God. Finite as I am, I can never comprehend his infinity; temporal 
pilgrim as I am now, and passing on and ever passing on in temporality, 
I cannot master his eternity. It is enough for me to know that He is 
all-wise, for the majesty, order, and t-uty of ortation prove it; He is 
nil-good, for the beneficence dieelosed in that creation provPS. it; He is 
all-powerful, for its atupendous strength, its glorious and majestic per
manence prove it. 

I believe ill the immll1'tality o.f tlic Auman soul, for I have been taught 
to analyse and search until I disconr that that which is must have 
existed for ever; and, though on this earth I am ouly poBie~eed of such 
memory as carries mo back to the bf.ginning of my own temporal exist
ence, and such prophecy as proves to me that I shall live bf.yond the 
grave, I still recognise that line infinite one way cannot be finite 
another, and that it' there is infini!J around me I am a part of it-I am 
in6nite also. And since I question and since I doubt, even th" chemi~t 
that scoffs at me proves my position, and showe me that nothing can be 
annihilated. My soul is something, the functions of my soul are eome
thing, my self-conaeiouaness is something, my sense of individuality is 
something that cannot be annihilated. The etrong psvchology of another 
mind mightier than mine would impose upon me the dark fatal belief 
of annihilation for my soul, and eternal existence for everything elH·. 
My spirit-friend comes to my aide, grasps my hand, and whispers in my 
l'ar, in the voice of 1he loved and those I have deemed the lost-" I 
live for ever, and thou shalt live for ever." 

I belic'l.'ll in rig/it and wrong, for I do find the penalti('l of the wrong 
and the compensation of the right impressed on all tbin!(s, on all forms 
of life. When I doubt this, the sophist would come and preach to me 
of circumstances, of surroundings, of impulses and forces; and when he 
would try in the tones of sophistry to mask me from the light which 
tbe penalty is perpetually bringing me, my spirit-friends appeal to me, 
and with the glory of the immortal spheres on his glittering brow, or 
the darkness of the dweller on the threshold hanging around him, gives 
me to understar.d that the second stnge of existence is absolute judgment 
for the deeds done in the body. 

I believe in the cmnmunio!J oj spirits as ministering angels. I not only 
rmlise this from thfl truths tbat are demonstrated around me, but from 
the reason which assures me that the love v.·hich animated the form that 
I loved 10 well, a.• it still subsists must still find an exercise; that to l:ve, 
to 1ove, and yet to be unable to ma.nifeet that love to the objects that 
need it, must .be a condition of existenoe far worse than that in which 
we daily live, and love, and minister to each other. 
· * From an Oration by Emma Hardioge, entitled, "The Creed of the Spirits; Ol', 
the Inlluencc <>f the Religion of Spiritualism." Price I d. 

PRICE 0:\'E SHILLING PER 100. 

London: J. BURNS, 15, Southampton Row, W.O. 
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SPIRITUAL COMMANDMENTS. 

GIVEN BY TliB 8P'!JtlT8 THROUIJH EHXA HARDINGE, 

I.-Thou shalt search for truth in every department of being
test, prove, and try: if what thou deemest u truth, and then accept 
it as the Word of God. 

n.-Thou shalt continue the search for truth all thy life, and 
never cease to test, prove, and try all that tho11 deemest to be 
truth. . . 

lll.-Thou shalt search by every attainable means for the laws 
that underlie all life and being ; thou shalt strive to comprehend 
these laws, live in harmony with them, and make them the laws 
of thine own life, thy rule and guide in all thine actions. 

IV.-Thou shalt not follow the example of any man or set of 
men, nor obey any teaching or accept of any theory as thy rule of 
life that is not in strict accordance with thy highest sense of right. 

V.-Thou shalt 1-emember that a wro11g done to the least of 
thy fellow-creatures is a wrong done to all ; and thou shalt never 
commit a wrong wilfully and consciously to any of thy fellow-men, 
nor connive a.t wrong done by others without striving to prevent 
or protesting against it. 

VI.-Thou shalt acknowledge all men's rights to do, think, or 
speak, to be exactly equal to thine own; and all rights whatsoever 
that thou dost demand, thou shalt ever accord to others. 

VII.-Thou shalt not hold thyself bound to love, or associate 
with those that are distasteful or repulsive to thee ; but thou shalt 
be held bound to treat such objects of dislike with gentleness, 
courtesy, and justice, and never siift'er thy antipathies to make thee 
ungentle or unjust to any living creature. 

VITI.-Thou shalt ever regard the rights, interests, and welfare 
of the many as superior to those of the one or the few ; and in cases 
where thy welfare or that of thy friend is to be balanced against 
that of society, thou shalt sacrifice thyself or friend to the welfare 
of the many. 

IX.-Thou shalt be obedient to the laws of the land in which 
thou do&t reside, in all things which do not conflict with thy highest 
sense of right. 

X.-Thy first and last dv.tr upon earth, and all through thy life, 
shall be to seek for the princ1ples of right, and to live them out to 
the utmost of thy power ; and whatever c~ed, preceJ>t, or example 
conflicts with those principles, thou shalt shun and reject, ever 
remembering that the laws of right are-in morals, JUSTICE ; in 
scienee, HARMONY j in religion, THE l"ATHF.RHOOD OF GoD, THE 
BROTHERHOOD OF MAN, the immortality of the human soul, and 
oompeilsation and retrib~tion for the good or evil done on earth. 
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THE TEN LAWS OF RIGHT. 
1.-TEm>ERANCE in all things, whether physical, mental, moral, 

affectional1 or religious. 
II.-JusTICE to all creatures that be-justice beinno the exercise 

of precisely the same rules of life, conduct, thought, or speech 
that we would desire to receive frem 11thers. 

!!I.-GENTLENESS in speech and act-never needlessly woundinno 
the feelings. of others by llarsh words or deeds; never hurting o~ 
destroying aught that breathes, save for the purposes of sUBtenance 
or self-defence. · 

IV.-Tn.UTH in every word or thought spoken or acted; but 
reservation of harsh or unpleasing truths where they would need
lessly wound the feeling-8 of others. 

V.-CHARITY-charitr in thought, striving to excuse the fail
inga. of ?thers; charity m speech, veiling the failings of others; 
chanty m deeds, wherever, whenever, and to whomsoever the 
opportunity oflers. 

VI.-ALMSG IVING-visiting the sick and comforting the affiicted 
in every shape that our means admit of and the necessities of our 
fellow-creatures demand. 

VII.-SELF·BACRIFICE, wherever the interests of others are to be 
benefited by our endurance. . 

VIII.-TEMPERATE yet firm defence of our views of right, and 
protest against wro~, whet~er for our~lves or others. 
IX.-IND~STRY m follo~mg any ca~ng we may be engaged in, 

or in devotmg some portiOn of our t1me, when otherwise not 
obliged to do so, to the service and benefit of others. 

X.-:-LOVE-above and beyond all, seeking to cultivate in our 
Q\vn families, kindred, friends, and amongst all mankind generally 
the spirit of that true and tender love which can think, speak and 
act no wrong to any creature living; remembering awlayS: that 
where love is, all the other principles of right are fulfilled beneath 
its influence and embodied in its monitions. · 

We should ever hold the above-stated principles of rio-ht to be 
obligatory upon all men, as they are the deductions evol~ed from 
the laws of being, and therefore in strict harmony·with the divine 
order of creation. All views of science are dependent on human 
intelligence and the unfoldment& of intellectual knowledge. All 
views of theolog:y are dependent upon intuitive perceptions, faith, 
or testimony denved fh)m varying sources-hence, man's opinions 
conO&rning science an<! theology are aub.ject to change, and de
pendent on the circumstances of nationality, intellectual training, 
<>r incident! peculiar to personal experiences; but the religion of 
right, morality, and love, and the commandments of life-duty1 
<>l'iginating from the fundamental principles inherent in life anel. 
being, can never change until man ceases to be, l)r the harmonies 
~f the universe are themselves changed or ~ihilated. 
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WORKS BY EMMA HARDINGE. 
MODERN AMERICAN SPIRITUALISM: a Twenty Yeari 

Record of the Communion between Earth and the World ol Spirits. 
In one volume, large octavo, of 600 pages, on fine toned paper. 
Bound in handsome cloth, bevelled edges. Superbly and proli.tsely 

· illustrated with fine portraits on steel, wood engravings, litho
gxaphe, &c. Price 158. 

Another edition on common paper and without steel portraits, 
with Human Nature for 1871. Both for 1&. 

Another edition in 15 Numbers1_price 10d. each. On common 
paper, but with all the plates and illustrations. 

CONTENTS: 

No. l.~el EngN.ing of A. J. DAVIS. Preface, Introduction, and 
chapters 1, 2, 3. 

No. 2.-'iteel Engraving, S. B. BRrrrAN, and chapters 4, IS, 6, 7. 
No. 3.-Fac·simile of 011er Fifty 8p£rit-Autograph8, and chapters 8, 9, 10, 11. 
No. 4.-Steel Engrawng, P.aoFBSsoR Rum. and chapters 12, 13, 14. 
No.IS.-Steel Engrawng, CoRA L. V. ScoTT, and chapters liS, 16, 17, 18. • 
No. 6.-&eel Engrawng, Mas. MBTTLBil, chapters 19, 20, 21. 
No. 7.-Steel Engraving, KATB Fox, chaptt>rs 22, 23, 24. 
No. 8.-Steel Engraving, EJOU.IUBI>IliGX, chapters 21S, 26, 27. 
No. 9.-Steel Engrawng, "Tml LIGHTNING PHILOSOPHER," chapters 28, 

29,30. 
tlio. 10.-Wood Out, DUGJI.U( OJ' THB SPBEllBS, chapters 31, 32, 33, 34. 
No.ll.--Steel Engraving, GoVBRNOR TA.LLJUDOX, chapters, 35, 36, 37, 38 
No. 12.--Steel Engraving, PROFESSOR MA.Pxs, chapters 39, 40, 41. 
No. 13.--Steel Engrawng, JUDG.B EDMONDs, chapters 42, 43. 
No.l4.-Steel Engraving, CllAB.LES l'ARTJUDG.B, chapters 44, 41S, 46. 
No. l5.-8teel Engrcwing, DR. J . R. N.BWToN, chapters 47, 48, 49. 

RULES TO BE OBSERVED FOR · THE SPIRIT-CIRCLE. 
Suggested in part by experience and obeervation; but still more im
mediately framed under the dirt>Ction and impression of&pirits. Price ld. 
At a nominal price in quantity for distribution. 

TEN SPIRITUAL COMMANDMENTS. Given bt the spirits 
through Emma Hardinge, with the " Creed of the Spirits.' lB. per 11JO. 
Large quantities with the name of society inserted by arrangement. 

THE WILDFffiE CLUB. 7s. 6d. 

SIX LECTURES ON THEOLOGY AND NATURE. IlL 

THE PROGRESSIVE LIBRARY eontains all works on Spiritualism 
Annual subscription 2ls. All publications on Spiritualism, and in
formation respt>Cting mediums, seances, and the movement generally, 
may be obtained from J . BuRNS, publisher, Progressive Library and 
Spiritual Institution, 15, Southampton Row, London, W.C. 
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SEED CORN.-No. 6. 

DR. SEXTON'S COXVERSION TO SPIRITUALISl\1. 
To t!te Editor oj the 21fedium and Daybreak. 

SIR,-I am being subject just now to a good deal of abuse in certain quar
ters, in consequence of what is termed my sudden conversion to Spiritualism 
and renunciation of Atheism and Secularistic Materialism. I have yet 
to learn that a man commits a crime by changing his views when new 
evidence is brought before him, and when fresh beams from the great 
sun of truth dawn upon his intelligenc~. All progress implies change, 
and, therefore, to denounce the latter 1s to obstruct the former. The 
deep-rooted prejudice against a change of opinion, so prevalent in this 
country, has sapped the very vitals of investigation and discovery, and 
perpetuated error and hypocrisy to an alarming extent. 'When so
called f1·eethinkers object to a man's receiving new convictions opposed 
to those he formerly entertained, they belie their pretensions and prove 
to tho world hO\v great a sham is their assumed freethought. 

In my case, however, there is a thorough misrepresentation. I never 
was either an Atheist or a Materialist. I have always held that man's 
spiritual nature was the most substantial part of his being, and that, 
whatever might be the nat.ure of the great and intelligent Power which. 
governed the universe, its existence wa9 certain. As to spiritual mani
festations, I have been investigat-ing them since 1855, and have for at 
least a dozen years held that the phenomena were totally inexplicable 
by any known laws of nature, and that impo9ture and delusion were 
out of the que2tion. More than seven years ago I wrote a tolerably 
long letter to the li(tlional R~former- in reply to some severe strictures 
passed in that journal upon the Davenport Brothers. The letter was 
inserted, and appeared in the number issued on January 15th, 1865. 
It commenced as follows :-

"To the Editor of the National Rcfom~er. 
"StB,-' The Davenport delusion ' may, as fur as I know, be the correct term to 

nse when speaking of the phenomena displayed iu the presence of these extraordi
nary young men, but I will maintain tb.nt, so fal' as my experience goes, no cone 
jurer has done anything approximating to what they do. I ha\·e seen the per. 
formances of Robin, Houdin, Frikel, Hermann (tho last-named ha,·ing attended 
a Davenport seance and declared himself totally unable to comprehend how the 
phenomena were produced), and other so-called magicians, and their tricks are us 
unlike what takes place at the HanO\·er Square Rooms in the seance of the Brothers 
Da,·enport as chemistry is to metaphysics. I h:wc attended these seances several 
t-imes, and have tJeen shut np in the cabinet with the brothers, and, on each occa
sion, have become more puzzled than before. As to the challen~e that yon speak of, 
they would be exceedingly foolish to take any notice of it unttl the clear and ex
plicit challenge of their own, which has been before the world some months, has 
been accepted, seeing that. the latter was issued to meet the case of this very 
Tolmaque, and that of the ignorant and coneeit.ed 'Wi1.ard of the North,' whose 
ability ewn as a conjurer is surpa:;sed by many a tap-room professor of the art of 
legerdemain." 

I then proceeded to point out how both. Mr. Anderson and M. Tol
maque, despite all their tall talk and egotistical bombast, had invariably 
shirked the testing of their powers of legerdemain-before a competent 
tribunal-to produce phenomena similar to that which took place in 
the presence of the Davenports; the latter, when driven into a corner 
from which he could see no loophole of escape, declaring that he would 
"have nothing to do with works of darkness," and evan going eo far 118 
to declil!e any further discu89ion with Mr. Palmer; the manager of the 
seancee, "118 long as he sailed under false colours ;" the false colours 
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being the laying claim to other powere than those of the C{)njurer's art. 
.All this I pointed out at considerable length, printing the various 
challenges that bad been given by the Brothers, and no one of whioh 
had ever bhn respor:ded to. I concluded my lE>tler as follows:-

"Now, forsooth, M. Tolmaque has turned up again with a new fonn of chal
lenge and another test, which is to expos<; the <Jtlusion, and drive the Da,·enporte 
nto obscurity. Should theyaccepttlus, thepresti<ligituteur will in ull probability 
again decline to htl\'e anything to do with • works of darkness,' or people who 
'sail under false colours.' 

"But it is stated that he has performed all theDa,·eoport tricks. Yes, but who 
aw him? He ;::a,·e his seance in a prh1lte roo1n somewhere, before a ,·ery select 

rompaoy-so select, in fact, that the name of no single person who attended bas 
been made known. True, • Flaneur' is generally understood to be Mr. E<imund 
Yates; but, in the first place, he is known to be actuated by a stron~taninutS al!"iost 
the Davenports, and is, therefore, by no menns that calm and 1m part-ial JUdge 
that we require when adisp8.8Sionate investij(lltion has to take place; ond, secondly. 
if he were all that is requisite in such a case, he is,after all, but one man, with a 'yery 
mediocre intellect, whose tel<timony would be worthless when weighed ogainst the 
thousonds of Pf'rsons-mao:y of them of the highest ability, with cool heads. 
calm judgments, and ascept1cal turn of mind-who ha,·e \Vitnessed the Davenport 
performances, and have unanimously agreed that they could not solve the problem 
as to the O!(ency by which the phenomena take place. 

"For my own port, I confess I am completely in the dark as to the modus 
operandi of these manifestations. I ha,·e tried my best to dioco,·er the agt>ncy b~ 
which they are produced, and have failed. I should feel exceedingly thankful If 
anyone could enlighten me. I do not acoept the Duvenport theory, and I ho,·e no 
other to offer. My only object in writing U1is is to do the Brothers juatice-to 
state the real facts of the case in the face of that idiotic misrepresentntion which 
has become so prevalent, and to claim for them an importiatm,·estigatioo in the 
place of ignorant. denunciation. "GEORGE SEXTON, M.A., M.D. 

•• Jan. 8, 1865." 

Of course, I am not attempting to prove that I was, until ve-ry 
recently, what is termed a Spiritualist, but only t.hat I have for many 
years been impartially investigating the matter, and that I have long 
looked upon the phenomena as the r~sult of some occult force that 
neither philosophers nor scientists could explain. I see cleorly now that 
the only hypothesis capable of accounting for the extraordinary results 
that so constantly occur under almost eve-ry variety o£ condition is the 
noble and elevating doctrine of Spiritualism. That the spirits of our 
departed friends do communicate with us, and that their visits are not, 
as angels' were once said to be, "few and far between," but numerous 
and frequent, is to me as much a matter of fact as that I am writing 
this letter. The truth that there is "no such thing as deoth" is the 
noblest consolation that bas ever blessed humanity. Contrast this with 
the wretched, grovelling doctrine of materialism in reference to the 
annihilation of consciousness when we pass into the grave, and who can 
fail io see the result? The soul clings to the one with all the tenacity 
that its existence is capable of, and recoils, shuddering with horror, from 
the other. " If," said the late W. J. Fox, "heaven be indeed a dream, 
it is one of Nature's dreams, whose visions are prophecies." 

London, Sept. 30th, 1872. GEO. SEXTON. 

"SECULARISM AND SPIRITUALISM. 
" To the Editor of the Medium and Daybreak. 

"DEAR SIR,-The calm and gentlemanly letter of '.A Materialistic 
.Atheist' in your last would hardly call for a reply from me but for the 
Jaet that he bas evidently misunderstood what I said in mine of the 
previous week. I did not speak of 'error and hypocrisy' as character
Istic of the freethought party, but stated in generul terms what few who 
have thought for themselves will deny, that 'the deep-rooted prejudice 
against a change of opinion, so prevalent in this country, has sapped the 
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very vitals of investigation and discovery, and perpetuated error and 
hypocrisy to an alarming extent.' This remark is no more applicable 
to Secularists than to other people. It deecribee a state of thmge that 
is pretty general. I did say, • When eo-called freethinkers obj~ct to a 
man's receiving new convictions opposed to those be formerly entertained, 
they belie their pretensions, and prove to the world bow great a sham is 
their assumed freethougbt.' Surely no one will dispute this. If there 
be any eo-called fre~:~tbinkers to whom these remarks apply, then I think 
your correspondent will agree with me that they are no freethinkers at 
all, but counterfeits and spurious articles. Of course it is open to him 
t.o contend that there are no such persons amongst the Secularists of to
-day; in that cas~:~ he and I should join issue on a matter of fact, and 
·each of us would have to fall back upon our individual experience. I 
have met with, I regret to say, not a few such; and if • A Materialistic 
Atheist ' bas not come across a good many, his experience bas been of a 
very fortunate chara~ter. 

"Let me not be understood as bringing sweeping charges against 
Secularism and Secularists. During the twenty years that I have been 
in the movement I have cultivated the acquaintance and friendship of 
many persons whom I esteem and love. It would not be difficult for 
me to name several men of very t>xtreme views in the eecula•· ranks at 
the present time whose friendship and good opinion I shall ever prize, 
whatever may be the difference of our views. Indeed, since the appear
ance of my last lettt'r, I have rt>ceived numerous private communications 
from Secularists, breathing kindness and good feeling towards me---of 
course expressing rPgret at what they are pleased to call my departure 
from their ranks, but withal full of affection and good wishes. Nor 
have I any hesitation in l.'aying that there are hundreds of men in the 
Secular party who, in nobleness of character, generosity of conduct, 
strict ::nora! demt>anour, and toleration of other men's views, may vie 
with any class that can be found in the world. All this, however, does 
not alter the fact that there bas found its way into Secularism-and 
into the most conspicuous parte of it-a spirit of intolerance and 
bigotry that would do credit to the Vatican, and a narrow-mindedneea 
that would disgrace the most ignorant and contemptible of the religious 
sects. 

"Your correspondent, speaking of myself, says: • All whom I have 
spoken to on the eubjPct deeply regret hie departure from our midst, 
and would gladly welcome his return to active work with the Secular 
party in the common cause of human redemption from superstition and 
error, whether he be Secularist, Atheist, Materialist, or Spiritualistic 
Theist.' Now, I am not aware that I have ever ceased the •active 
work ' here referred to. During the present year I have given fifty 
lectures in Secular halls-all of the character of those of which your 
correspondent is kind enough to speak eo approvingly-and shall 
probably give several more before Christmas. I have no intention of 
ceasing my efforts to enlighten ignorance and dispel error and darkneea. 
Spiritualists, although believing that there is a lite beyond the tomb, do 
not, as a CO'"Is~quence of that faith, lose all concern in the present state. 
Whilst here they have material bodies and material wants, and have 
therefore quite as great an interest in material things as the most 
vehement deniers of spiritual existence. Science, literature, poetry, 
music, art, and all other phases of knowledge belong to our common 
humanity, and the cultivation of them, can be ca•·ried on quite as suc
cessfully by Spiritualists as by Materialists. Spiritualists are in fact all 
that Secularists are, and something more. They have the whole of the 
material means at command that Secularists possess for regenerating 
society, and a mighty agency in addition, which the Materialist does 
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Dr. Se.t·ton'a Conversion to Spil'ituulism. 

not .recogni~e. '-A Materialistic Atheist' will probably smile when r 
tell him that I repeatedly receive counsel and advice from one whose 
name I am sure he will hold in veneration-the kind and benevolent 
old Robert Owen. He it was who, when in the flesh, first introduced 
Spiritualism to my notice, and now that I have learned to prize the 
great truths which I then ridiculed, be frequently aids me with the 
result of his greatly enlarged experience and well-matured judgment. 
The Spiritual reformer bas, therefore, it will be perceived, an immense 
advantage over those who simply use material agency; and so far from 
my ceasing to work for the regeneration of society, now that I have 
accepted the Spiritual teaching, I shall work all the harder, and with. 
far more faith as to the result. My public lectures will have, as they 
always hale had, the one end in view of elevating humanity by the 
spread of knowledge and the diffusion of the light of educatio11; and it 
is unimportant to me in what place they are delivered, whether Secular 
hall, Spiritual lyceum, or Methodist chapel. In one point only will a. 
change be observed, and that but a slight one, since I have generally 
confined myself heretofore to the teaching of positive truths. I have
done with the miserable negations that form the stock-in-trade of so 
many Secular advocates. I feel indiv.iduq.Uy that the great want of 
humanity is teaching of a practical c41\~ter, real knowledge, and 
positive truth, instead of hair-splitting, quibbles about the· ·meaning of 
texts of Scripture, and the vulgar abuse of opinions collj!Cieotiously held 
by large numbers of our fellow creatures. I know that your corres
pondent may reply that this is just what the 'Founder of Secularism' 
himself desires; of which, fact I am of course not ignorant. Secularism 
has, however, degenerated sadly since Mr. George J . Holyoake gave 
that name to a set of very excellent moral principles. Then it bid fair · 
to lay the foundation for a broad platform upon which all could meet, 
whatever their individual difference~ of opinion, whose objec~ was the 
gciilll'al good of humanity. Now the name itself is in too many cases 
simply the 'Shibboleth' of a paltry sect, whose only aim seems to be the 
destruction of all that other men hold sacred, and whose highest teach
ing consists in the quintessence of negation proclaimed in language far 
removed from good taste and common polite11ess. Hence the ' Founder. 
~f Secularism' himself is not popular, and' d,raws' but badly;despite 
'the fact-which I take i~ none will deny-th"t he has a most philo
sophic mind, well stored with useful and practical knowledge, and in 
his public teaching displays an amount of calm gentlemanly dignity 
that is seldom met with. Secularism, therefore, as it now exists, greatly 
needs improving upon in order to bring it back to what it was when that 
excellent book was written from which you:r correspondent quoted at 
the close of his letter. Even in its purest form, however, it may gain 
much by an alliance with Spiritualism. As the poet has it:-

"'Let knowledg"' grow from more to more, 
But more of reverence in us dwell, 
That mind and soul, according well, 
May make one music.' 

"London, October 21, 18i2." "GEORGE SEXTON. 

Persons desirous of Investigating Spiritualism should send n stamp for a packet 
of instructions. They should also read THE MEDIUM, the Weekly Organ of thl> 
Movement, price One Penny. All the works on Spiritualism may be read on 
subscribing to the Progressh·e Library and Spiritual Institution, 1~, Southampton 
Row, London, W.C.-J. Burns, Secretary. . 



SEED CORN.-No. 7. 

FACTS CONCERNING SPIRITUALISM. 
It is an old saying that " one half of the world does not know how 

the oth~r half lives." It might with equal truth he said that one half of 
the world does not know what the other half believes or knows. This 
is especially true of what is called Spiritualism. There must be 
hundreds of thousands of good, well-informed people who do not know 
that vast numbers of equally good and equally well-informed people 
live in the firm and settled belief that they bold direct communion with 
the so-called dead,-that mothers and fathers believe they still enjoy: the 
love and the proof of the love of their vanished children, that childr~n 
rejoice in tl.!e guidance and love of their "dead" parents, that friend 
still holds fellowship with friend, even when "the valley of the shadow" 
has been passed by one; and that these, one and all, think with sorrow 
and pity of those who either do not know what is going on, or who 
regard them as deceivers or deceived. 

This little tract, then, is written not t.o prove this or that-not even 
to recommend an investigation of the subject to which it refers-but 
simply to report matters of fact which it i8 desirable that all should 
know. 

And in the first place we go back to the main fact to which we 
just now adverted-that there are vast numbers of persons, of all ranks 
and conditions, and in nearly all nations, who believe, and who say 
they know, that they hold direct communion with the so-called dead. 
Mr. William Howitt says they number twenty millions. These persons 
declare that their faith is not based u!>on test1mony, bu~ experience; not 
upon dogma, but knowledge; not upon one event, but events repeated 
again and again, and now familiar in their homes as household scenes. 
In America these persons may be counted by millions. They include 
judges on the bench, senators in Congress, newspaper editors at the desk, 
schoolmasters in the school, preo.chers in the pulpit, mechanics in the 
workshop, strong-minded men and refined women, poets and porters, old 
men and children. In England, almost if not the very same description 
applies; and it is a fact which can no longer and ought no longer to he 
ignored, that belief in or knowledge of spirit-communion is very widely 
spread indeed. In many cases social considerations hinder the open and 
frank confession of what is known, but in by far the greater number of 
cases families profess themselves to be too grateful for what they have 
found to make any secret of this " pearl of great price." They say that 
this discovery of the nearness of the spirit-world and of the actual 
presence of the so-called dead has comforted them in sorrow, taken away 
their fear of death, and acted as an elevating and purifying influence in 
their houses. In other parts of Europe equally firm believers are to be 
found, and all agree in declaring with stead;r pertinacity that what they 
believe they know as a fact of their daily life. 

Upon what, then, do these Spiritualists depend for their belief? or, 
rather, what do they say they know? They tell us it is a fact within 
their frequeRt experience that men, women, and children, when out of 
the tle&h, retain all the characteristics or personality, and that under 
oertain conditions they can so control material substances and persons Dl 
to make their presence known. This they aocomplish in various ways. 

They move penderous bodies, often with the greatest possible ease, 
and bi the light. These bodies they cause to produoe what may be 
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called intelligent movements, by which answers to questions are given, 
or information imparted, sometimes of a remarkable nature. In many 
cases the information thus given is " news" to all presP-nt, and is 
afterwards found to be correct : iu other cases the information is fowtd 
to be untrue. 

They produce sounds upon material substances, and in this way reply 
to questions or impart information. These eounds, hundreds of thou
eands of persons tell us, are of daily occurrence, and are enjoyed by 
home circles in every rank of life. Those who are accustomed to them 
do not think them "low" or "undignified,"' but regard them in the 
light of a useful and convenient telegraph. 

They entrance certain persons, and use them, when unconacious, to 
write, paint, or speak, sometimes in a manner altogether impossible to 
the medium in the waking state. In the tt·ance, foreign languages are 
sometimes spoken or written, not a word of which is known by the 
medium. They control the arm and hand of others in their normal 
state, through whom messages are written, often conta:ning matters of 
fact utterly unknown to the persons used, or even opposed to their 
opinion. They make themselves visible to seers, so that they can be 
accurately described to friends. They can also produce pictures or 
scenes in order to make their identification more certain. They make 
themselves visible to all in the circle, and in many ways prove that 
they are real beings, though the material ferms they create at euch 
times only last for a limited period. They convey material substances 
from place to place, often before the eyes of onlookers, or under con
ditions that make deception impossible. In these and various other 
ways they are said to make their presencs known to their friends and 
to strangers, and that without the intervention of " experts" from 
without; so that many thousands of families quietly live in the enjoy
ment of spirit-communion as one of the certain facts of their daily lif,_ 
Sisters and brothers, fathers and mothers, are the means, or mediiUIIII, 
used by the so-called dead for making their presence known; and they 
eay that time, which tries all things, only deepens the conviction tbaL 
this communion is a reality. Disappointments, indesd, occur, and 
identification is not always easy ; but one of the most remarkable facta 
in connection with the subject is, that of all the multitu4es who onae 
say they "know" that spirit-communion is true, none e.ver tota.Uy 
retrace their steps and deny that the facts occur. Opinions may change 
as to the desirability, propriety, or utility of it, but the fact of that 
communion is not denied. 

Another fact, comparatively unknown, is that an important literature 
of the subject exists. For many years the subject bas received the 
attention ~f able. and c.ourageous men, and many val?D.ble works have 
appeared m relatiOn to tt. We may name the followmg :~"The Two 
Worlds: the Natural and the Spiritual; their Intimate Connection 
and Relation, illustrated by Examples and Testimonies, Ancient and 
Modem;" by Thomas Brevior. ''The History of the Supernatural in 
all Ages and Nations;" by William Howitt; 2 vola. "Footfalls on the 
Boundary of Another World; with Narrative Illustrations;" by Robert 
Dale Owen. "Planchette: or, The Despair of Science;" by Epe~~ 
Sargent. "Modern American Spiritualism : A Twent;v Years' Record 
of the Communion between Earth and the World of Sp1rits;" by Emma. 
lhldinge. "The Debatable Land ; " by Robert Dale Owen. " Out-
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lines of Ten Years' Investigation of SJ>iritualiem;" by T. P. Barkae. 
"Hints for the Evidences of Spiritualism;" by M.P. "Spia·itualism: 
A. Narrative, with a Discussion;" by l'atrick B. Alexander, M.A.., Edin
burgh, author ?f "Mill ~.nd Carl~!':,'' &c. "Experimental Investiga
tions of Psychtc Force; by W tlham Crookes, F.R.S., &c. "Tlte 
Report of the London Dialectical Society's Committee on Spiritualism." 
"Concerning Spiritualism;" by Gerald Massey. "Nature"s Secrets; 
or Psychometric Researches;" by Willinm Denton. "Glimpses of the 
su'pernaturn.l;" by A.din Ballon. "Spiritual Experiences;" by Robert 
Coo)?er. "'l'he Night Side of Nature;" by :Mrs. Crowe. "Spiri
tuahsm : Its Facts and Phases ; Illustrated with Personal Experiences;" 
by J. H. Powell. "The Confessions of a Truthseeker: A Narrative 
of Personal Investigations into the Facts and Philosophy of Spirit
Intercourse. " Scepticism and Spiritualism : The Experiences of a 
Sceptic ; " by the authoreBB of " Aurelia." " Is it '.[rue ? Intercom
munication between the Living and the (so-called) Dead1" by a 
Working Man. " Plain Guide to Spiritualism ; " by Uriah Clark. 
"Notes and Studies on the Philosophy of Animal Magnetism and 
Spiritualism; " by Dr. A.shburner. "From Matter to Spirit: the 
Result of. Ten Years' Ex~rience in Manifestations; " by Mrs. De 
Morgan. "The Magic Stsft';" by A.. J. Davie. "Spiritualism;" by 
Judge Edmonds anci Dr. Dexter. "Supramundane .Facts in the life 
of Dr. Ferguson;" edited by Dr. T. L. Nichols. "Experimental 
Investigations of the Spirit-Manifestations;" by Profe880r Hare. 
"Incidents in my Life;" by D. D. Home. "Spirit-Drawings;" by 
W. M. Wilkinson. "The Scientific Aspect of the Supernatural;" 
by A.. R. Wallace, F.Z.S. "The Arcana of Spiritualism;" by Hudson 
Tuttle. Many of these works have had a great circulation, several of the 
volumee of A.. J. Davis, the celebrated clairvoyant, attaining from ten 
to forty editions res)?OOtivelf. 

A.t the present time, in addition to these volumes, the periodical 
literature on the subject indicates a widespread interest in it. In the 
United States, the Banner of Light (Boston), a weekly paper, has been 
established for upwards of a dozen years, and enjoys a very large circu
lation. The Religio-Philo8ophical Journal (Chicago) is also a weekly 
paper, established some years ago, having an extensive circulation. 
BritaiA' a Joumal of Spiritual Science is a high-class quarterly, emanating 
from New York. In England we have the Spiritual Magazi1re, Humatt 
Natu~, the Chriatian Spiritualist (monthly), the Spiritualist (bi-monthly), 
and the M«lium (weekly). In the following countries Spiritualism 
is repreeentecl by forty-seven periodicals:-France, 3; Belgium, 3; 
Holland, 2; Denmark, 1 ; Russia, 1 ; Germany, 1 ; Austria, 3; Bohemia, 
1; Spain, 15; Italy, 6; Greece, 1 ; ~~ypt, 1; ;rurkey, 1; Brazil, 2; 
Uruguay, 1 ; La Plata, 2; Peru, 1 ; Chth, I ; Mextco, 1. There was also 
one, until lately, in the Republic of Ecuador, but it has just been sup
pre886d through the influence of the priests, as was also the case in Sicily. 
In all countries Spiritualism is regarded as the bulwark of religious 
freedom, spiritual enlightenment, and a higher morality; and hence it 
is equally opposed by the upholders of priestly domilrion and those who 
are immersed in worldly pleasures and occupations. 

In the Australian colonies and in South Africa this work has taken 
deep root, though in the latter colonies no periodicals exist. In Mel
bourne the Harbi119,1W of Light is published monthly, and I' powerful 
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local association exists. The Echo of Dunedin, New Zealand, advocates 
Spiritualism, and several other papers admit of its free discussion. 
Spiritualism is also making steady progress in India and the colonial 
possessions of various European countries. 
· It is a notable fact, too, that many well-known men and women, with 

a ·good repute for learning, science, and eense, have been and are among 
the number of those· who at least accept the "facts," whatever they make 
of them. We may name as "believers "-the late President Lincoln; 
W. Lloyd Garrison; the poet Longfellow; Mrs. H. B. Stowe; Bayard 
Taylor; the late Dr. Kane, Arctic explorer; the ltlte Rev. J. Pierpoint; 
Lord Lindsay ; the late Lord Dtmmven; Lord Adare; C. F. Varley, 
F.R.S.; the late Dr. Robert Chambers; Dr. Gully; Dr. J. G. Wilkinson; 
Dr. Ashbu.rner; the late D~. ~lliotson; the late :r'rpfessor De Morgan; 
H. G. Atkmson, F.G.S.; W1llmm and Mary How1tt; Mr. and Mrs. S.C. 
Hall; Gerald Massey; Dr. Sexton; the late W. M. Thackeray; the late 
Elizabeth Barrett Browning; Serjeant Cox; W. Crookes, F.R.S. ; A. R. 
Wallace, F.Z.S., &c., &c. 

Amongst crowned heads Spiritualism has made many conquests. The 
late Prince Consort was deeply interested in clairvoyance. Mr. Home, 
the well-known medium, has visited the palace; and several members 
of the Royal Family are investigators. Mr. Home has also been a 
visitor at the Courts of St. Patersburgh, Ber~in, and Paris. 

In the year 1869 the London Dialectical Society appointed thirty-six 
of its members-mostly unbelievers-to investigate the subject. This 
they did, with considerable care, and with some striking results, 
including the conversion of most of the investigators. The general· 
Report concluded with these weighty words:- · 

"Your committee, taking into consideration the high character and 
great intelligence of many of the witnesses to the more extraordinary 
facts, the extent to which their testimony is supported by the reports of 
the sub-committees, and the absence of any proof of imposture or 
delusion as regards a large portion of the phenomena; and, further, 
having regard to the exceptional character of tbe phenomena, the large 
number of persons in every grade of society and over the whole cinlised 
world who are more or less influenced by a belief in their supernatural 
origin, and to the fact that no philosophical explanation of them has 1et 
been arrived at, deem it incumbent upon them to state their conviction 
that the sul!ject is worthy of more serious attention and careful investi
gation than it has hitherto received." 

These are the simple facts of the case, and they surely prove that the 
subject ought neither to be neglected nor despis~d. We have no right 
to assume that we know everytliing, or that we can know nothing, but we 
do this if, without serious investigation, we decide that this or that 
is impossible. In answer to the incredulous cry-" It cannot be," the 
reply comes from patient and earnest investigators-" Come and see." 

The P.tOGRBSSIVE LIBRARY AND SPIRITUAL INSTITUTION was established 
in London, ten years ago, to promote a knowledge of Spiritualism, 
and as a depbt for the literature. On makin!J application, personally 
or by letter, all information neceeeary for inquu-ers, and periodical and 
other literature, may be obtained. Write to-

J. BURNS, 15, SOUTHAMPTON ROW, W.C. ' 
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