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PREFACE

Form years ago I wrote, and soon after aubhshed, s

treatlse on the "Prmcxples of Masomc Iaw" whlch

was recuved by the Fraternity with a readiness that

couvlnced me I had not mlscalculated the necesslty of

such a work In the composition of It I was enterlng
upon a field of Masonic Llterature w}1ch had up to

that tlme been traversed by no other wrnter There

was, It I8 true an abundance of authorntxes scattered

over thousands of pages of Grand Lodge Proceedings,
and contained ln the olnler dwta of Grand Masters'

Addresses and the reports of Commlttees on Fore gn

a conihctlng character, and as often were repugnant
to my sense of Justzce, and to the VIEWS I had long
entertained of the spmt of equity and reason whlch

pervaded the Masomc Instltutlon H nce, whxle re-

cexvmg much lnformatlon on varlous polnts of Masonlc

Law from the wrltmgs of dlstlngmshed brethren, ln

d1B`erent Junsdlctlons, I was repeatedly constramed to

regret that there was no standard of authonty by
whnch I mlght be guided m doubtful cases and that,
wnth every dmsposntlon to stand upon the old ways-
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stare super vias :mliquas--I was unable to discover

any safe beacon to guide me in my search after these

ancient ways. I was, therefore, compelled, in most

cases, to depend upon my own judgment, and to draw

my conclusions as to what was Masonic Law, not from

precedent, or usage, or authoritative statutes, but from

the deductions of common sense and the analogies of

the municipal and civil law, and the customs of other

institutions.

It is not, therefore, surprising that in this dearth of

light-myself being the humble pioneer in the attempt
to reduce the principles of Masonic Law to a sys-

tematic science-with no books to guide_no prece~

dents, in repeated instances, to direct me-I should,

sometimes, have wandered from the true path, and

erred in judgment. My errors were, it is true, con-

scientiously committed. I gave all the talent, the

experienceand the legal skill that I had, to the inves-

tigation of every question that lay before me-and

my mistakes were those, in most cases, inseparable
from the condition of the subject I was treating, and

from the iirst attempt to give systematic form to a

new science.

But subsequent years of enlarged experience and

more extensive research. directed with all the energy

I possessed, to the correction of errors, and the review

of former opinions, have led me to offer to the Masonic

World that result of my labors which is embodied in

the following pages.

1. 



PREFACE X

If I had been consulted on the subject, another edi-

tion of the "Principles of Masonic Law," which was

first published in 1856, would never have been given
to the world; at least, it should not have been sent

forth without a diligent correction of those opinions
in it, which I now believe to be erroneous. As it now

appears, it is not, in every part, a just representation
of my views. But the control of the book is not in

my hands, and all that I can now do-and I ask this

as aim act of justice to myself--is to request my breth-

ren, when they shall hereafter honor me by citing my

opinions ou Masonic Law, to look for those amended

views, in this, my latest work, in which I have not felt

any shame in correcting the immature theories, in

many points, of my earlier labor. There is no dis-

honor in acknowledging a mistake-there is much. in

obstinately persisting in it.

I do not suppose that I shall ever write another work

on Masonic Law. Of all Masonic literature it is tho

most tedious in its details-in the task of composition,
the most laborious ; and while I have sought, by the

utmost care, to make the present treatise one worthy
of the Fraternity, for whom I have written it, and to

whom I am profoundly grateful for their uniform kind

ness to me, I shall' gladly turn, henceforward, to the

more congenial employment of investigating the sym

bols and the religious teachings of the Order.

ALBERT G. MACKEY, M.D.
Cruausms 8. C.,

Ap-u,1ss9.
] t
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Tas: F0l111d8ti0l! of Masonic Law are to be found in the

Landmarks, or Unwritten Law, and in the Ancient Consti-

'tutions, or the Written Law. These wilI,therefore, constitute

the subject matte ° of the present boat
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THE FOUNDATIONS OF MASONIC LAW.

-i-¢ 

C H A P T E R I.

Hin laullmarts, or the &uuarittm lah

SIR WILLIAM BLACKSTONE commences his Com-

mentaries on the Laws of England with the succinct

definition, that "

law, in its most general and com-

prehensive sense, signifies a. rule of action, and is

applied to all kinds of action, whether animate or

inanimate, rational or irrational." It is in this

sense that we speak of the laws of a country as

being those rules, whether derived from positive
enactment of the legislative authority, or from long-
established custom, by which the conduct of its

citizens or subjects is regulated.
So too, societies, which are but empires, kingdoms,

or republics in miniature, are also controlled by
rules of action which are, to their respective mem-

bers, as perfect laws as the statutes of the realm.

And hence Freemasonry, as the most ancient and

universal of all societies, is governed by its laws or

rules of action, which either spring out of its
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organization, and are based upon its long-established
customs and usages, or which are derived from the

enactment of its superintending tribunals.

This difference in the origin of the Kaws of

Masonryoleads to a threefold division of them, as

follows :

1. Lmnunxs.

2. GENERAL REGULATIONS.

3. Locu. Recunxmous.

The writers on municipal law have made a divi-

sion of all laws into unwritten and written-the
"

leges non-scriptaa" and "

leges scriptae."* Apply-
ing these terms to the threefold division of Masonic

Law, we should say that the unwritten laws or cus-

toms ol` Masonry constitute its Landmarks, and that

the written law is to be obtained in the regulations
made by the supreme Masonic authority, and which

are either general or local, as the authority which

enacted them was either general _

or local in its

character.

* Blackstmedetnesthe"unwrittenlaws"|athuse whose"orlginallnstl»
tutlou md authority are not set dovm lu writing ee aels of perllament are,

but receivetheir hlndlng power and the forceoflawa bylong and imme-

morhl usage, and by their universal reception throughout the kingdom."
And he defines the " written laws" to bethe"statutes.acts or edicts made

bymdwithtbeedvlceandeonoent ofthelordsspirltmil endtemponl and

commons lu parliament usemhled."-Comment. Inlrod., § 3. The civil hw

of the Romans made e slmllar distinction into the "jus scriptnm" and the

"jus nonscrlptum,"the letteror unwritten law being also called the"jus
moribus eoustit1|tum,"or the law founded on

" oousuetudo lnveteranfor
lmmemorlal custom. The Hebrews, too, had their double set of laws, the

written, which are found ln the Penteteuch, and the oral, said to have been

givenhyGodtolImes,tobehyhhn on||yoo|nuu1rrle\edtoAu'~ooendth|
olden, and thence tn/dltlounlly handed down to Mme geuentlom.
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Of the nature of the Landmarks of Masonry,
there has been some diversity of opinion among
writers ;* but perhaps the safest method is to re-

strict them to those ancient, and therefore universal,
customs of the Order, which either gradually grew
into operation as rules of action, or if at once

enacted by any competent authority, were enacted

at a. period so remote, that no account of their ori-

gin is to be found in the records of history. Both

the enaetors and the time ot' the enactment have

passed away from the record, and the Landmarks

are therefore " of higher antiquity than memory or

history can reach."

The 'first requisite, therefore, of a custom or rule
of action to constitute it a Landmark is, that it
must have existed from " time whereof the memory
of man runneth not to the contrary."1' Its antiquity
is its essential element. Were it possible for all

the Masonic authorities at the present day to unite
in a. universal congress, and with the most perfect
unanimity to adopt any new regulation, although

* " VWth respect to the hndmarks of Masonry, some restrict them tn the

0. B., signs, tokens and words Others include the ceremonies of initiation,
paming and raising; and the form, dimensions and supports; the ground.
situation and covering; the omaments, tumiture and jewels ofa lodge, ur

their characteristic symbols. Some think that the order has no landmarks

beyond its peculiar secrets."-Ouvxa, Dicl. Symb. Mas. All these nm

þÿ�l"'unaatisthctory detinitbns, excluding things that are essential, and

admitting others that are non-essential.

f Blackstone says, (Intmd. § 3), " the goodness of a custom depends
upon its having been used time out of mind: or ln the solemnity of our legal
phrase, time whereof the memory of man runneth not tothe contmry. This,
it is,that gives it its weight and authority." All this may be applieu in the

precise herms to the landmarks of Freemasonry.
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such regulation would, so long as it remained unre

pealed, be obligatory on the whole craft, yet it

would not be a landmark. It would have the

character of universality, it is true, but it would be

wanting i1_ that of antiquity.
Another peculiarity of these Landmarks of Ma-

sonry is, that they are unrepcalable. As the con-

gressto which I have just alluded would not have

the power to enact a Landmark, so neither would it

have the prerogative of abolishing one. The Land-

marks of the Order, like the laws of the Medes and

the Pcrsians, can suffer no change. What they
were centuries ago, they still remain, and must

so continue in force until Masonry itself shall cease

to exist.

It is fortunate for the stability of Masonry, that

Landmarks so unehangcable should exist ; they stand

in the way of innovations controlling and checking
them,* and if sometimes inadvertently violated, are

ever bringing the reflective and conscientious Mason

back again under their influence, and preserving
that general uniformity of character and design
which constitutes thc true universality of the insti-

tution. But it is equally fortunate for the prosper-

ity of the Order, and for its capacity of keeping up
with the progress of the age, that these Landmarks

' " The preservation of the ancient customs is a very considerable paint
in respect to manners. Since a corrupt people seldom perform any memor~

able actions, seldom establish societies, build cities or enact laws; on the

contrnrv, since most institutions are derived from people of simple or severe

morals; to recall men to the ancient maxima is generally recalling them tx:

virtue."-Morrmsqmm Spirit qf Laws, V. vii.
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are l`CY in number. They are suliiciently numerous

to a.ct as bulwarks against innovation, but not suti

licient to stand in the way of needful reform.*

The Landmarks of Masonry, so far as I have

been enabled to compute them, after the most care

ful examination, amount only to twenty~tive in num~

her, and are as follows :

lillllmflfh first.

Tun norms or Rscoesrrlox are, of all the Land~

marks, the most legitimate and unquestionedil'
'l`hey admit of no variation ; and if ever they have

suffered alteration or addition, the evil of such a

violation of the ancient law has always made itself

subsequently manit`est. An admission of this is to

be found in the proceedings of the late Masonic

Congress at Paris, where a proposition was pre-
sented to render these modes of recognition once

' The thndamental principles of Freemasonry are, it is true, the same now

that they were i.n the very beginning of the institution, and must always con-

tinue the same. And yet there ran be no doubt that, like every other science,

Freemasonry is progressive in its ehamcter. lt must of necessity be in-

tlnenced by the progress of the age. Even now it is in n transition state in

this country, passing from the simply social condition whkh it presented less

tlnn halfa. century agoto the character of a scientitic and philosophical asso-

ciation. For proof of this, look to the Grand Lodge proceedings of 1815

and ol 18.58. With the progress in literary Improvement, the Landmarks

do not interfere.

1 Smith says that at the institution of the order to each of the degrees,
"

a particular distinguishing lest was adopted, which lest, together with the

erplication, was accordingly settled and communicated to the fratemity
prevhus to their dispersion, under a necessary and solemn injunction tc

secrecy; and they have been most cautiously preserved and transmitted

aown to posterity by hlthllxl brethren, ever since their emigration."-Usd
and Abuse of fl'&,'11|»(l80'lU`_|/, p. 46.
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more universal*-a proposition which never would
have been necessary, if the integrity of this im-

portant Landmark had been rigorously preserved.

lanhmark instill.

Tm: Division or Srmaouc Masoxnr mro Tune 

DEGBEES,'l' is a Landmark that has been better pre-
served than almost any other, although even here

the mischievous spirit of innovation has left its

traces, and by the disruption ol' its concluding por-
tion from the third degrec,I a want of uniformity
has been created in respect to the final teaching of

the Mastcr's order; and the Royal Arch of Eng-
land, Scotland, Ireland, and America, and the "

high
degrees" ot' France and Germany, are all made to

diH`er in the mode in which they lead the neophyte

'

Th? proposition is contained in the 7th resolution of the Congress. and

In in these words: " Masters of lodges, in conferring the degree of Master

llnsorn, should invest the candidate with the words, signs and grips of the

Scottish and Modem rites." lf the Landmark had never been violated, the

resolution would have been unnecessary. The symbolic degrees being the

foundation of all masonry, should never have been permitted tn differ in any
of the rites.

1 Smith thus accounts for this Landmark: " Though there were no up

prentices employed in the building of the temple, yet as the craftsmen were

all intended to be promoted to the degree of hlustcrs,a(er its dedication;
and as these would receive a succession by receiving apprentices, wha

might themselves in due time become Masters, it was detemiined that the

gradations in the science should consist in three distinct degrees."-- Usa

and Abuse qf I"rec-masonry, p. 46. Lund., 1783.

1 Dr. Oliver mys that " the diflerence between the ancient and modem

systems (that is, between the ancient and modern Lodges in the 18th cen-

tury) consktcd solely in the mutilation of the third degree." See" Some

Aceovml qf the S.'li.mx," &c., which contains a hill relation of this disnm

tion of the Royal Arch from the Master`~ degnre.
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to the great consummation of all symbolic Masonry!
In 1813, the Grand Lodge of England vindicated

the ancient Landmark, by solemnly enacting that

Ancient Craft Masonry consisted of the three de-

grees of Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft, and

Master Mason, including the Holy Royal Arch.l'
But the disruption has never been healed, and the

Landmark, although acknowledged in its integrity
by all, still continues to be violated.

llllulfllff Uh|l'U» -

THE LEGEND or rin: '1'nmn DEGREE is an import
ant Landmark, the integrity of which has been

well preserved.i There is no rite of Masonry,
practised in any country or language, in which the

essential elements of this legend are not taught.
'1'he lectures may vary, and indeed are constantly
changing, but the legend has ever remained sub-

stantially the same. And it is necessary that it

° The true word, which ls the symbol of divine truth, is the great ob-

_lect of Freemasonry. Any system without it must be imperfect; and there-

fore in all the various rites, and I might almost say that their name was

legion, this trneword is sought for, but the search ls in esch,prosecuted
ln a different way, which really constitute the wential dilference of the

masonic rites.

1 " It is declared and pronounced that pure ancient Masonry consists of

three degrees. and no more; viz: time of the Entered Apprentice, the

Fellow Craft and the Hester Mason, including the Supreme Order of the

Holy Royal Arch."-Articleaqf Union between the Two Grand Lodges
qflhgland, 1813. Art. il.

1
" After the union of speculative and operative Masonry, and when the

temple of Solomon was completed,a legend of sublime and symbolic mean-

ing was introduced into the system, which is still retained, and consequently
known to all Master Masons."-Ouvxn, Land-marks, voL li. p. 169.
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should be so. for the legend of the Temple Builder

constitutes the very essence and identity of Masonry.
Any rite which should exclude it, or materially alter

xt, would at once, by that exclusion or alteration,
cease to be a Masonic rite. '

lanhmark fourth.

THE GOVERNMENT or 'mn FRATERNITY, by a pre-

siding otlicer called a Grand Master, who is elected

from the body of the craft, is a fourth Landmark of

the Order.* Many persons ignorantly suppose that

the election of the Grand Master is held in conse-

qnence of a law or regulation of the Grand Lodge.
Such, however, is not the cased' The oflice is in-

debted for its existence to a Landmark of the Order_
Grand Masters are to be found in the records of the

institution long before Grand Lodges were estab-

lished ; and if the present system of legislative
government by Grand Lodges were to be abolished,
a Grand Master would still be necessary. In fact,

' " No brother can be a Warden, until he has passed the part of a Fellow

Crah; nor a Master, until he lam acted as a Warden; nor Grand Warden,
until be has been Master of a lodge; nor Grand Master, unless he has been

a Fellow Craft before his election."-Old Charges, iv.

1' The mode and time of his election ls, in modem times, prescribed by
a regulation of the Grand Lodge, it is true, but the odice itself exists inde-

pendently of any such regulation. When installed into oflloe, it is not as the

Grand Master of the Grand Lodge, but as the " Gland Master of Masons."-

See ANDERSON'8 Cbnslitulions, 2d etli1.pa.v.sim. The earliest reference to

the otlloe in English Masonry is in the time of the Emperor Carausius, in the

third century, who, as Preston states,
"

granted the Masons a charter. and

cmnmandud Albanus to preride over them in persm as Grand Mastnr."--

Prursrou, IIlualralions, p. 125. Oliv. edit.
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although there has been a. period within the records

of history, and indeed of very recent date, when a

Grand Lodge was unknown, there never has been a

time when the craft did not have their Grand

Master!

lanllnrart fifth.

THE Pasnocxrrvs or 'rss GRAND MASTER T0 Pas-

smr: over every assembly of the craft, wheresoever

and whensoever held, is a. fifth Landmark. It is in

consequeneeof this law; derived from ancient usage,
and not from any special enactment, that the Grand

Master assumes the chair, or as it is called in Eng-
land,

" the throne," at every communication of the

Grand Lodge ;T and that he is also entitled to pre-
side at the communication of every Subordinate

Lodge, where he may happen to be present.;

larrllmatk Sixth.

THE PREROGATIVE or 'run GRAND MASTER ro

GRANT DxsPsNsA'rxoNs for conferring degrees at ir-

regular times, is another and a very important
* "'I'heGraud laster h not aeration ofthe General Regulatlons.the

Ancient Clnrgee a' Written Const-ltuéona. He exited when all there that

weknowanythingofwere made."-Com.QfOomrspond. 0.L.]tL 11.

1851.

1 The Thirty-nine General Regulations, adopted lu l72l,aclrnowledgrd
thhlandmark ln thehzllowlng words: "TheGr~and Lodge C¢lUd8U0flhd

hbrmed bythe Hasferand Wardenaof all the regular particular Lodges
on record, with the Grand luster at their head."-1oe(flh Regulatimr.

Q Thus, ln the First General Regulation:
" The Grand Master, or his

Deputy, hath authority and righ!,4not only to he present ln any true Lodge,
butalao to pre~ldewheresoeverheis,with tbehlaster-ofthe Lodge mhh

left had."

;_ 
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Landmark. The statutory law of Masonry requires
a month, or other determinatc period, to elapse
between the presentation of a petition and the elec-

tion ofa candidate. But the Grand Master has the

power to set aside or dispense with this probation,
and to allow a candidate to be initiated at once.

This prerogative he possessed in common with all

Masters,* before the enactment of the law requiring
a probation, and as no statute can impair his pre

rogative, he still retains the power, although the

Masters of Lodges no longer possess it.

lanhmark Szhrntb.
'

Tan Pasnooxrxvn or 'run GRAND Masrsa 'ro

arvn Disrsssxrious for opening and holding Lodges,
is another Landmark. He may grant, in virtue of

this, to a suiiicient number of Masons, the privilege
of meeting together and conferring degrees. The

Lodges thus established are called "Lodges under

Dispensation." They are strictly creatures of the

Grand Master, created by his authority, existing
only during his will and pleasure, and liable at any

moment to be dissolved at his command. Thcy

may be continued for a day, a month, or six months;
but whatever be the period of their existence, they

' Pnsfoil says:
" A suilicient number of Masons met together within a

certain district, with the consent of the sherilf or chief magistrate ot th'

place, were empowered at this time, (i. e. anterior to 1717) to make Masons

and practice the rites of Masonry without wan-ant of constitution. The

privilege was inherent in them as individuals; and thin privilege is still en

joyed by the two old Lodges now extant, which act hy immemnrial constitu

tion." -IUILKITQUDVIS, p. l8'2, note.
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are indebted for that existence solely to the grace
of the Grand Master.*

lmlilltltlt Eighth.

Tan Pnnnocrrrvn or 'mn GRAND Mssrr-:B 'ro

uxn Masons ar srcnr, is a Landmark which is

closely connected with the preceding one.i There

has been much misapprehension in relation to this

Landmark, which misapprehension has sometimes

led to a denial of its existence in jurisdictions where

the Grand Master was perhaps at the very time

substantially exercising the prerogative, without the

slightest remark or opposition.I It is not to be

° IL awarding to the precedlug' note, the privilege of meeting and cnnfer~

ring the degree was originally inherent in all Masons, ss individuals, then

lt must also have been inherent in the Grand Master, and was therefore

hh prerogative, ss well as that of every other member of the crah. But at

the reorganization of the order in 1717, the lssms, ss e body, surrendered

this prerogative to the Grand Lodge; (see Prurs-rou,ss sbove,) but they
could not surrender the prerogative ofthe Grand Master, for it wasnnt theirs

to slmender. Consequently he still exercises it, and may assemble Masons

togethereither personallyorby proxy; in such eases,the lodge meets,ns

nfold, without: war1'antofoonstitution;and toenable ittodo so,thc
Grand Hester issues his dispenfmtlon;that is,he dispenses with the lnw

enacted ln 1717, which requlres such warrant.

1 " We think this to bethe rnle, because we donotthlnk the regnlntl-m
of June 24th, 1717, restricting the future nssemblsgeof Masons, except in

the four old lodges in london, to lodges held under warrant, was intended

tospply to the Grand Hester or the Grand lodge in session, but rather to

thecrsl1.lnotberrespects."-0om.¢VGJrre¢po|uL 0. L.ofAi 121851. Of

course not; for if it did,snpposing that it legally could, then the Grand Ma:-ter

would be deprived of the power of granting dispensations to open Lodges, rhr

his premgstivesolmsklng llssom at sight and ai' opening Lodges are

hmdcd on the same principle.
2 'nut is, whenever the Grand Muster grsntevl h's dlspmmdm to nn

unchsnered lodge 'o dispense with the necessary probation, and was
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supposed that the Grand Master can retire with a

profane into a private room, and there, withou

assistance, confer the degrees of Freemasonry upm.
him. No such prerogative exists, and yet many be-

lieve that this is the so much talked of right of
"

making Masons at sight." The real mcfle and the

only mode of exercisingrtlie prerogative is this : The

Grand Master summons to his assistance not less

than six other Masons, convencs a Lodge, and with

out any previous probation, but on sight of the can-

didate, confers the degrees upon him, after which

he dissolves the Lodge, and dismisses the brethren.

Lodges thus convened for special purposes are called
" occasional lodges." This is the only way in which

any Grand Master within the records of the insti-

tution has ever been known to " make a Mason at

sight." The prerogative is dependent upon that of

granting dispensations to open and hold Lodges.
If the Grand Master has the power of granting to

any other Mason the privilege of presiding over

Lodges working by his dispensation, he may assume

this privilege of presiding to himself; an.l as no

one can deny his right to 'revoke his dispensation
granted to a number of brethren at a distance, and

to dissolve the Lodge at his pleasure, it will scarcely
be contended that he may not revoke his dispensa-
tion for a Lodge over which he himself has been

presiding, within a day, and dissolve the Lodge as

soon as the business for whi;h he had assembled i1

gnsmt and presiding at the conferring I the dogma, he was vlrlmll

'making a Munn at sight.
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is accomplished. The making of Masons at sight
is only the conferring of the degrees by the Grand

Master, at once, in an occasional Lodge,* consti-

tuted by his dispensing power for the purpose, and

over which he presides in person.

lzmhumrk Hint).

Tm: N1-:ci-:ssrrif I-'on Masons 'io Coucnmxm ix

Loncss is another Laudmarkd' It is not to be un-

derstood by this that any ancient Landmark has

directed that permanent organization of subordi-

nate Lodges which constitutes one of the features

of the Masonic system as it now prevails. But the

Landmarks of the Order always prescribed that

Masons should from time to time congregate to-

gether, for the purpose of either operative or specu~
lative labor, and that these congregations should be

called Lodges. Formerly these were extemporary
meetings called together for special purposes, and

then dissolved, the brethren departing to meet again
at other times and other places, according to the

necessity of circumstances. But warrants of cou-

stitution, by-laws, permanent olicers and annual

* 'l'bs|sowa.siona| Lodgeshavebeenofteuca1|sdbytheEngIlshGnul
lnstu1|inoel7l7,aud freqnsntreconisofthehotuetnbefouudh
Andersonfs Constitutions. Almostnlloltbepriuoesofthemyal famlb,
whenmadellasonqwexe ini¢laed,pused and raisedatslgimand h

wudouallndgu.

f"A IAligE|l[|l0¢lKl!'lllllllllDh@W0l*§@l@&
aasmhiynrdulyorganiasd aocletyollluunsiscallsd a Indgmandevovy
h|1I1nroughttobeongtoone,ndtobes|5ecttoltaby~lw||nd¢hegu»
l'l|lQlll&¢)ll8~"-0ld0'|¢¢fY¢|iiL

2
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arrears, are modern innovations wholly outside

of the Landmarks, and dependent entirely on the

special enactments of a comparatively recent period.
lanhmartt Zrntli.

Tm: Gov:-:RNMEN'r or 'rm-1 Cn.r'r, when so con-

gregated in a Lodge by a Master and two Wardens,
is also a Landmarkf' To show the inlluence of this

ancient law, it may he observed by the way, that a

congregation of Masons meeting together under

any other government, as that for instance of a

president and vice-president, or a chairman and sub-

chairman, would not be recognized as a Lodge.
The presence of a Master and two Wardens is as

essential to the valid organization of a Lodge as a

warrant of constitution is at the present day. The

names, of course, vary in different languages, the

Master, for instance, being called " Venerable" in

French Masonry, and the Wardens " Surveillants,"
but the officers, their number,T prerogatives and

duties, are everywhere identical.

lanlnuart Blcbrntb.

Tim Nsesssrrr 'run svsm' Loves, WHEN Con-

* The Old Charges allude to the antiquity of these odlcers in the follow-

lng language:
" In ancient times no Master or Fellow could be absent from

the Lodge when warned tn appear at lt, without incurring a revere censure,

nntll lt appeared to the Master and Wardens that pure necessity hindered

him."--Charges, ili.

1' The number, three, of these otllces, is essential to the symbolism of the

Order, because they refer, as corresponding omcers always did, in the

ancient Mysteries, to the sun at its rhing,tts meridian height,and its setting.
Belong aa Masonry preserves tu symbolic character, than :mean must be

retained, and their peculiar positions preserved.
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GRl'X}A'1'ED,SHOULD ns DULY Tinsn, is an important
Landmark of the institution, which is never neg-
lected. The necessity of this law arises from the

esoteric character of Masonry. As a secret insti-

tution, its portals must of course be guarded from

the intrusion of the profane, and such a law must

therefore always have been in force from the very

beginning of the Order.* It is therefore properly
classed among the most ancient Landmarks. The

ollice of Tiler is wholly independent of any special
enactment of Grand or Subordinate Lodges, al-

though these may and do prescribe for him addi-

tional duties, which vary in diderent jurisdictions.
But. the duty of guarding the door, and keeping oli

cowans and eavesdroppers, is an ancient one, which

constitutes a Landmark for his government.

lanhmart Utnrlttb.

Tin: Rrorrr or Evnnr Mason 'ro nr: Rr-:Pm-:sr:N'rr:n

in all general meetings of the craft, and to instruct

his representatives, is a. twelfth Landmark# For-

merly, these general meetings, which were usually
held once a year, were called " General Assemblies/

' The appolntmentof a Tiler-lsso evidentlya Landmark, and the necessity
of such an ndleer so apparent, from the very character of the Masonic Inst!

tation, that neither the Old Charges nor the General Regulations make any
allmion to him, except that the latter refer to the qualifications of the Grand

Tiler ofthe Grand Lodge.

1 This Landmark is recognized by the General Regulations in these words'
' The majority of every particular Lodge, when oongregated, shall have the

privilege d' giving instmctlons tn their Master and Wardens before the an

sunblingofthe Grand Chapter orGrnd lodge."-Gen. Reg., Art. x.
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and all the fraternity, even to the youngest Entered

Apprentice, were permitted to be present. Now

they are called " Grand Lodges," and only the Mas-

ters and Wardens of the Subordinate Lodges are

summoned. But this is simply as the representa-
tives of their members. Originally, each Mason

represented himself ; now he is represented by his

oliicers. This was a concession granted by the fra-

ternity about 1717, and of course does not aB°ect the

integrity of the Landmark, for the principle of

representation is still preserved. The concession

was only made for purposes of convenience!

llllillllli Ibltlttllib.

Tan Rmrrr or nvsav Mason 'no Arran. from the

decision of his brethren in Lodge convened, to the

Grand Lodge or General Assembly of Masons, is a

Landmark highly essential to the preservation of

justice, and the prevention of oppression.1' A few

modern Grand Lodges, in adopting a regulation
that the decision of Subordinate Lodges, in cases

' See a lhll relation ofthehistoryofthisconeeasiun in Prmsmu. (0liver'a
edition, pp. 181-18-t.) The result of the oouoeahn is given in these words:
" Matters being thus amlcably adjusted, the brethren of the hir old Lodges
consideredtheirattandmce on the thture omnmunieationanfthesocistyaa
unnecessary, and, therefore, like the other Lodges, trusted implicitly to their

Haste: and Wu'dens,restingsatia|iedthatnomea|ureot`impurtanco would

be adopted without their app'obation."- IIlust., p. 183.

1 'I'he0ld Chargesnecogniae this right ofappeal in these wurds:"If

any complaint be brought, the brother found guilty shall stand to the award

and determination of the Lodge, who are the proper and competent judges
¢allsuchcuntrmera£a|,nnleuyoucanyitbyappealtothcGnndLod|;e."
--Charge vi., l.
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of expulsion, cannot be wholly set aside upon an ap-

peal, have violated this unquestioned Landmark, as

well as the principles of just government.

lanlmart fourteenth.

THE RIGHT or Evmzr Mason 'ro Visrr and sit in

every regular Lodge is an unquestionable Land-

mark of the Order.* This is called " the right of

visitation." This right of visitation has always
been recognized as an inherent right, which inurcs

to every Mason as he travels through the world.

And this is because' Lodj::.- 'ire justly considered as

only divisions for convc;.ence of the universal Ma-

sonic family. This right may, of course, be im-

paired or forfeited on special occasions by various

circumstances ; but when admission is refused to a

Mason in good standing, who knocks at the door of

a Lodge as a visitor, it is_to be expected that

some good and sullicient reason shall be fur-

nished for this violation, of what is in general
a Masonic right, founded on the Landmarks of the

Order.

' The HS. le possesslnnofthe Lodgeof Antlqulty,snd which contains

charges wriltenin the reign of James H.,be¢weeu 1685 and l888,necog»
shes this right of vldladon in the welcome which it orders every Mason

to glve to s strange brother: " Tbirteenthly, that every Mason receive and

cherish strange Fellows, when they come over the country. and set them m

work, if they will work, ns the manner ls; that ls to say, if the Mum have

ssymouldstonelnhisplaoe,heshs.l.l givehlms mould stone,snd set him

on work; and if he have ume, the Hsson slnll refresh him with money nuts

the next Lodge." All this implies the right to chim and the dutyto extend

hospitality to e visiting brother.
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lanllmark fittmnh.

It is a Landmark of the Order, THAT N0 Vrsrroa,
UNKNOWN TO THE Bnm'Hn1~:N Pnr-:sl-:N'r, or to some

one of them as a Mason, can enter a Lodge without

first passing an examination according to ancient

usage.* Of course, if the visitor is known to any
brother present to be a Mason in good standing,
and if that brother will vouch for his qualifications,
the examination may be dispensed with, as the

Landmark refers only to the cases of strangers,
who are not to be recognized unless after strict

trial, due examination, or lawful information.

lanllmarlt Sirtzmth.

No LODGE CAN Iurnnr-'Bae IN 'rm-: Business or

ANOTHER Lobos, nor give degrees to brethren who

are members of other Lodges.'l' This is undoubtedly
an ancient Landmark, founded on the great prin-
ciples of courtesy and fraternal kindness, which are

at the very foundation of our institution. It has

been repeatedly recognized by subsequent statutory
enactments of all Grand Lodges.

' Reference is made to this important [nndmark in the Old Chargesyl. 6_
in the directions tb!" behavior tn a strange brother," where we Bud the ful-

lowing language: "Youarecautioned to examine him in such methodas

prudence shall direct you, that you may not be imposed upon by an ignorant
pretendemvhom you are to reject with contempt and derision, and beware

of giving him any hints of knowledge."

1' Thus in the MS. charges of the Lodge of Antiquity:
" That no Muster

it Fellow supplant others of their work; that ia, if he hath taken a work

ur else stand master of any work, that he [i.e. any other,] shall not pil
him out unless he he unable of cunn'ng to make an end of hh work."
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lanhlmrk Scbmtsmtb.

It is a Landmark that EVERY FREEKASON IS Aus-

.IABLB 'ro 'run LAws AND REGULATIONS or 'run MA-

soxlc JURISDICTION in which he resides, and this

although he may not be a member of any Lodge.
Non-aliiliation, which is, in fact, in itself a Masonic

oB'encc, does not exempt a Mason from Masonic

jurisdiction.

'I'

ianlmart Eighteenth.

CERTAIN QUALIFICATIONS or CANDIDATES ron IN-

rrlA'r1oN are derived from a Landmark of the Order.i'
These qualifications are that he shall be a man-

shall be unmutilated, free born, and of mature age.I
That is to say, a woman, a cripple, or a slave, or

one born in slavery, is disqualified for initiation into

* The mmeeharges reeognimethishandmark in these words: "Tenthly,
that every Master and Fellow shall come to the assembly, if it be within lin,
miles of htm, if he have any warning. And if he have trespased against
the erik, o abide the award of Masters and Fellows." And again:
" Eleventhly, that every Master Mason and Fellow that hath trespased
against the craft, shall stand to the correction of other Masters and Fellows

to make him accord, and if he cannot accord, to go to the common law."

1 Thus in the same MS. charges these qnalillcations are referred to:

"1'hlrdly,t.hathe that bemade,be able in all degreesgtliatimfne born,
ofagood kindred,true,and nobondsman; audthatbe have his right limbs

as a man ought to have." And the Old Charges, collected in l7l7,give the

qualllicstims as follows: " The persons admitted members of a Lodge must

usg<i>aman-mm¢n,ne¢ mm Anaormcmmd dm-sa age,nobond-
men, no women, no immoral or scandalous men, but ofgnod report."

#In the regulation adopted by the General Assembly, 27th December,
l663,the nge ls placcdatt'enty-oneyenrs:"1'hatnopersnnbeaca>pled
mlemhc hstweutyouevean oldor l|l¢'l§."-§Ah'liBSOH.2d0(llf-
0. |02
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the rites of Masonry. Statutes, it is true, have

from time to time been enacted, enforcing or ex-

plaining these principles; but the qualifications
really arise from the very nature ot' the Masonic

institution, and from its symbolic teachings, and

ave always existed as Landmarks.

lauhnlart Nineteenth.

A Bnuizr in 'mn Exlsrnncn or Gon AS 'mn GRAND

Ancnmzcr of the universe, is one of the most im-

portant Landmarks of the 0rdcr.* It has been al-

ways deemed essential that a denial of the existence

of a Supreme and Superinteuding Power, is an abso-

lute disqualification for initiation. The annals of

the Order never yet have furnished or could furnish

an instance in which an avowed atheist was ever

made a Mason. The very initiatory ceremonies of

the first degree forbid and prevent the possibility
of so monstrous an occurrence.

lanhmarlt tbmtietb.

Subsidiary to this belief in God, as a Landmark

of the Order, is 'ms Br-:Liss in A Rr.su|uzec'rroN 'ro

A Funms Linn# This Landmark is not so posi-

*ltwererieedlesstociteauthuritieeoutlvispoint Wemightsay,tlmtt.he
very l!rsto¢`the0ldClnrgesbeginsbydechrig thavalasou hobliged
by his tenure toobey the mural hw; and if he rightly lmderslmdsthe art,
be willueverbea stupid atheixnnoeuu irreliginus benine."

1' 1'hewlolesecpeunddasignofthehirddegnei,toteaehtheremnee
licn|'romthedeud.astbutol`theRnyalArchhtninculcatetherewarchofu
hturelife. Iflhednctriiedtbe resurrection were fnlne,theu wouldthl

eeremouieinftbe third dezreebeidmplyafumezand hence llutchinsrn~
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tively impressed on the candidate by exact words as

the preceding; but the doctrine is taught by very

plain implication, and runs through the whole sym-
bolism of thv. Order. To believe in Masonry, and

not to believe in a resurrection, would be an absurd

anomaly, which could only be excused by the re

liection, that he who thus confounded his belief and

his skepticism, was so ignorant of the meaning of

both theories as to have no rational foundation for

his knowledge of either.

lanumark Ummm-Jim.

It is a Landmark, that a "Book or THE LAW"

shall constitute an indispensable part of the furni-

ture of every Ledge.* I say advisedly, a Book qf
the Law, because it is not absolutely required that

everywhere the Old and New Testaments shall be

used. The "Book of the Law" is that volume

which, by the religion of the country, is believed to

contain the revealed will of the Grand Architect of

the universe. Hence, in all Lodges in Christian

countries, the Book of the Law is composed of the

Old and New Testaments; in a country where

Judaism was the prevailing faith, the Old Testa-

ment alone would be suliieient; and in Mohamme-

llm hd pmbundly studied its lymbdi|m,ssyn,that theIuterl!aaon's

mier"&Bes<urhitheoaeemingthruuneetioadthebody."~&riril
¢#A{a.sonry,p.l0l.

'ThepreseneedaBookaftbeI4winalodge,nsn|nrtofits1n'nlture,h
|trietlyaritn||ist.icIAndmark,mdtleau1.lxoliis tirltwlllbeatoucsevi

denttoeveryllnm.

2*
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dan countries, and among Mohammedau Masons,
the Koran might be substituted. Masonry does

not attempt to interfere with the peculiar religious
faith of its disciples, except so far as relates to the

belief in the existence of God, and what necessarily
results from that be1ief.* The Book of the Law is

to the speculative Mason his spiritual Trestle-board ;

without this he cannot labor ; whatever he believes

to be the revealed will of the Grand Architect cou-

stitutes for him this spiritual Trestleboard, and

must ever be before him in his hours of speculative
labor, to be the rule and guide of his conduct. The

Landmark, therefore, requires that a Book of the

Law, a religious code of some kind, purporting to

be an exemplar of the revealed will of God, shall

form an essential part of the furniture of every

Lodge.

lanhmark Zmmtrittanh.

THE Eqnanrrr or au. Masons is another Land-

mark of the Order.+ This equality has no refer-

ence to any subversion of those gradations of rank

which have been instituted by the usages of society;

' On the snbiect of the religious, or rather the doctrinal, requirements
of Masonry, the Old Charges utter the following explicit language :

"

Though
ln ancient times, Masons were charged in every country to be of the religion
of that country or nation, whatever it was ; yet it ls now thought expedient
only to oblige them to that rellgim in which all agree, leaving their

particular opinions to themselves."- Ulm-ge i.

1* " Masons meet upon the leveL"- RituaL

1 "ThoughallMasonsareashrethren uponthesame level, yetlascury
ukmuohouorfromamantha' he had before; ney,n1leritadde toli
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The monarch, the nobleman or the gentleman is cn

titled to all the influence, and receives all the

respect which rightly belong to his exalted position.
But the doctrine of Masonic equality implies that,
as children of one great Father, we meet -in the

Lodge upon the level-that on that level we are all

traveling to one predestined goal-that in the Lodge
genuine merit shall receive more respect than

boundless wealth, and that virtue and knowledge
alone should be the basis of all Masonic honors, and

be rewarded with preferment.* When the labors

of the Lodge are over, and the brethren have retired

from their peaceful retreat, to mingle once more

with the world, each will then again resume that

social position, and exercise the privileges of that

rank, to which the customs of society entitle him.

lanllnrark Emmtyihirh.

THE Sr-Jenner or-' 'run INs'r1'rU'rIoN is another and

a most important Landmarki There is some dith-

homr, especially lfln has deserved well ofthe brotherhood, who must

give honor to whom it is due, and avoid ill manners."-Old Charges,
rl., 3.

° " All preferrnent among Masons is grounded upon real worth and per
canal merit only."-Old Charges, iv.

1 There are abundant cautions in the Old Charges which recognize the

existence ol' this Landmark, and the necessity of preserving it. Thus ln the

direction for the behavior of brethren who meet without strangers, it is said 1

" You will salute one another in a courteous manner, ....... freely giving
mutual instruction an shall be thought expedient, without being overseen or

overheard ;" and in the presence of strangers:
" You shall be cautious in

your words and carrlage,tbat the most penetrating stranger shall not lr

able to dh-wvcr or (ind out what is not proper to be intimated."
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culty in precisely defining what is meant by a

-" seci et society." If _the term refers, as perhaps,
in strictly logical language it should, to those asso-

:iations whose designs are concealed from the pub
lic eye, and whose members are unknown, which

produce their results in darkness, and whose opera-
tions are carefully hidden from the public gaze-a
definition which will be appropriate to many politi-
cal clubs and revolutionary combinations in despotic
countries, where reform, if it is at all to be effected,
must be effected by stealth--then clearly Free-

masonry is not a secret society. Its design is not

only publicly proclaimed, but is vaunted by its dis-

ciples as something to be venerated-its disciples
are known, for its membership is considered an

honor to be coveted-it works for a result of which

it boasts-the civilization and refinement of man,

the amelioration of his condition, and the reforma-

tion of his manners. But if by a secret society is

meant-and this is the most popular understanding
of the term-a society in which there is a certain

amount of knowledge, whether it be of methods of

recognition, or of legendary and traditional learn-

ing,* which is imparted to those only who have

passed through an established form of initiation,
the form itself being also concealed or esoteric,

° The Leland IIS., cmtaining the answers of the Masons to the qnatiom

olKing Henry|.beSixth,giveaalouglistol'thesecreta whichthe

Imaam " ccucd and hide," the catalogue of secret sciences ending with

tbemilvena1elunga.goofHasonnee,"tlntis,thepecu1iarmo1eauf
recognition.
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then in this sense is Freemasonry undoubtedly a

secret society. Now this form of secrecy is a form

inherent in it, existing with it from its very founda-

tion, and secured to it by its ancient Landmarks.

If divested of its secret character, it would lose its

identity, and would cease to be Freemasonry?
Whatever objections may, therefore, he made to the

institution, on account of its secrecy, and however

much some unskillful brethren have been willing in

times of trial, for the sake of expediency, to divest

it of its secret character, it will he ever impossible
to do so, even were the Landmark not standing be-

fore us as an insurmountable obstacle ; because such

change of its character would be social suicide, and

the death of the Order would follow its legalized
exposure. Freemasonry, as a secret association, has

lived unchanged for centuries-as an open society
it would not last for as many years.

annum augur;-gm:-Q.

Tun Fotmmrion or A Srncuuxrrvs SCIENCE UPON

AN OPERATIVE Aer, and the symbolic use and ex-

planation of the terms of that art, for purposes of

religious or moral teaching, constitute another

Landmark of the Ordeiut The Temple of Solomon

" "

Finally, keep sacred and luviolable the myateriesof tbe0nier, as these
are to dhtinguish you hom the rest ofthe community, and mark your cmso

quence among Hamm."-Charges to an Ent. Apprenlioe.

1 "We work lnspeculative (asunry,butourauctentbn0hnnwuhd il

both operative and speculative '--Ritual Qf .E (L degree.



i ..11._-_

38 THE LANDMABKB, on

was the cradle of the institution,* and, therefore,
the reference to the operative Masonry, which con-

structed that magnificent edifice to the materials

and implements which were employed in its con-

struction, and to the artists who were engaged in

the building, are all component and essential parts
of the body of Freemasonry, which could not be

subtracted from it without an entire destruction of

the whole identity of the Order. Hence, all the

comparatively modern rites of Masonry, however

they may ditfer in other respects, religiously pre-
serve this temple history and these operative ele-

ments, as the substratum of all their modifications

of the Masonic system.

lauhnmrk 8nmrt3=|!tti|.

The last and crowning Landmark of all is, that

THESE LANDMABKS CAN NEVER nn CHANGED.'l' No-

thing can be subtracted from them-nothing can be

added to them-not the_slightest modification can

be made in them. As they were received from our

* "As this temple (Solomon's) received the second race of servants of

then-neGod,ands.s theta-ue crattsmen were here proved in their work,
wewillcraveyour attentiontotbeoiroumstaneeswhich ai-sto begatherrd
from holy writ, and from historians, touching this structure,as an illustm~

tion of those secrets in Masonry, which may appear to such of our brethren
ss are not learned in antiquity, dark or insignillcant, unless they are proved
from thence."-Hurcnmsos, Spirit of Masonry, p. 83.

f Our "first most excellent Grand Master" has declared with s signltl~
cance which Masons will understand-" Remove not the ancient landmarks
which thy hthers have set." Dr. Ouvzn remarks-" It is quite clear, how

ever, that the order against removing or altering the Landmarks was univer

sally observed in all ages of the crdl."-Diet. qf Hym. Mas.
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predecessors, we are bound by the most solemn obli-

gations of duty to transmit them to our successors.

Not one jot or one tittle of these unwritten laws can

be repealed; for in respect to them, we are not only
willing, but compelled to adopt the language of the

sturdy old barons of England-" Nolumus leges
mutari."

 é



CHAPTER ll.

Ihr written lah.

NEXT to the Unwritten Laws, or Landmarks of

Masonry, comes its Written or statutory Laws.

These are the "regulations," as they are usually
called, which have been enacted from time to time

by General Assemblies, Grand Lodges, or other su-

preme authorities of the Order. They are in their

character either general or local.

The General Regulations are those that have been

enacted by such bodies as had at the time universal

jurisdiction over the craft. By the concurring con-

sent of all Masonic jurists, it is agreed, that the

regulations adopted previous to the year 1721, shall

be considered as general in their nature ; because

all the Masonic authorities established since that

period, have derived their existence, either directly
Jr indirectly, from the Grand Lodge of England,
which was organized in 1717, and hence the regula-
tions adopted by that body, at the period of its

organization, and immediately afterwards, or by its

predecessors, the annual General Assemblies of the

craft, were of universal authority at the time of
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their adoption. But soon after 1721, other Grand

Lodges were established with equal powers to make

regulations for their own jurisdictions, and hence

the subsequent enaetments of the Grand Lodge of

England ceased to be of force in those new and in-

dependent jurisdictions, and they therefore lost

their character of universality.
The Local Regulations are all those laws which

have been since enacted by the Grand Lodge of

England, and the Grand Lodges of other countries,
and which are, of course, of authority only in the

jurisdictions over which these Grand Lodges exer-

cise control. In a general treatise on the laws of

Masonry, these local regulations can of course find

no place, except when referred to in illustration of

any point of Masonic law. °

The code of General Regulations, or the universal

Written Law of Masonry, is therefore contained in a

comparatively small compass, and yet this code,
with the Landmarks already recapitnlated in the

preceding chapter, constitute the foundation on

which the whole superstructure of Masonic law is

erected. From these Landmarks and general regu-

lations, and from the dictates of reason and the

suggestions of analogy and common sense, we are

to deduce all those fundamental principles which

make the science of Masonic law.

It is necessary, therefore, that all those documents

which contain the universal written laws of Masonry
should be enumerated, as an appropriate introduc-

tion to an accurate inquiry into the science whose
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principles constitute* the subject matter of the pres-
ent article.

The following documents, and these only, have

been admitted to contain the General Regulations
and fundamental Constitutions of the Order, and

are competent authority for reference in all obscure

or disputed points of Masonic law:

l'._THE OLD YORK CONSTITUTIONS OF 926.

The "Old York Constitutions" were so called

from the city of York, where they were enacted,
and sometimes the," Gothic Constitutions," from the

fact that they were written in the old Gothic

character. Of these constitutions, which are the

oldest now extant, the history is given in a record

written in the reign of Edward IV., the substance

of which is copied by Anderson. According to this

record, we learn that Prince Edwin, having been

taught Masonry, obtained from his brother, King
Athelstan, a free charter,

" for the Masons having a

correction among themselves (as it was anciently
expressed,) or a freedom and power to regulate
themselves, to amend what might happen amiss,
and to hold a yearly communication and general
assembly.

"

Accordingly, Prince Edwin summoned all the

Masons in the realm to meet him in a congregation
at York, who came and composed a General Lodge,
of which he was Grand Master ; and having brought
with them all the writings and records extant. some
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ln Greek some lu Latm some ln Frenen and other

lanvuages from the contents thereof that assembly
dld frame the Constltutlon and Charges of an Eng
llsh Lodge made a law to preserve and observe the

same ln all time colnlng and ordained good pay for

the working Masons &c *

The Constltutmns thus framed at the clty of

York n the year 926 were seen apploved and con

firmed as we are lnformed by Anderson? ln the

relgn of Henry VI and were then recogmzed as

the fundamental law of Masonry The document

contamlng them was lost for a long txme althouvh,
accordmg to Ollver, copes are known to have been

taken durlnfr the relgn of Rlchard II
, at the re-

vlval of Masonry however 1n 1717 not a transcrlpt
was to be found I A copy was however dlscovered

ln 1838 by Mr James Orchard Halhwell ln the

Butlsh Museum and publlshed Dr Ohver has

verv clearly proved, m an artlcle ln the Amerwan

Quarterly Revzew q' Freemasonry § that tlns anclent

MS pubhshed by Mr Halllwell IS the orxglnal
Constntutlons, as adopted ln 926 by the General

Assembly whlch met at Yonk These Constitutions

contam 'fifteen artlcles and 'fifteen pomts of Masomc

' Axnlnsousdbrwthdsom lstedxt. p 32

1* Axnnsorl 2d edit., p. 111

t It eluded the search of those indehhgnble brothers Desaguhen and
Anderson at the revival of Masonryin the yearofgrwa 1717 although
lheyusednll the meanest their command both in lus eonntrymdelao
where for its dxscovery Ouvlm on the 01d York Oonshlulwns Awr

Quar Rev qflibeem. voLi p.54.9

§Am¢r Quar Rev qflireem. vol.L,p.546.
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law, which are here given, not in the antiquated
language in which they were written; and in which

they are published in Halliwell's book-a language
which would be almost wholly unintelligible to the

great mass of readers-but as they have been very

correctly translated and condensed by Dr. Oliver,
in the volume already referred to. Besides their

importance, they will be read with interest as the

oldest Masonic Constitutions extant.

The Fam Aram.

1. The Master must be steadfast, trusty and true; provide
victuals for his men, and pay their wages punetually.*

2. Every Master shall attend the Grand Lodge when duly
summoned, unless he have a good and reasonable excuse.

3. No Master shall take an Apprentice for less than seven

years.f
4. The son of a bondman shall not be admitted as an Ap-

prentice, lest, when he is introduced into the Lodge, any of

the brethren should be offended.

5. A candidate must be without blemish, and have the full

and proper uae of his limbs; for a maimed man can do the

craft no good.)
6. The Master shall take especial care, in the admission of

an Apprentice, that he do his lord no prejudice.

' This rekrenceto thewagesofoperative Hasouryia still praervedln
the formula of the Senlor Wardeu's response in opening and closing a

Lodge; but thewagesola sprculative Mason consist In akaewbdgeof
truth.

1* Speculativelymo candidate shall paestoa h|!|HH|¢Sf¢°.until hehu

served a
" sulllcient time" and llldé "due protlciency" in the preceding

degree.

llhislsrepeatedlnall subsequent regnlstionaand instill inbree

uotvsllhstnudlnf some recent attempts to reduce its rigor.
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7 He shall harbor no Lhxef or tluef s rotamer, lest the craft

should come to shame

8 If he unknowmgly employ an unperfect man he shall

dlscharge hum from the work when lns mabnlxty rs dns-

covered*

9 No Master shall undertake a wodr that he rs not able

to finish to hs lords profit and the credrt of has Lodge
10 A brother shall not supplant hns fellow m the work#

unless he be moapoble of domg xt hxmself for then he may

lawfully limsh lt, that pleasure and profit may he the mutual

result.

11 A Mason shall not be obliged to work alter the sun

has set ln the west.

12 Nor shall he decry the work of a brother or fellow,
but shall deal honestly and truly by lnm under a penalty of

not less than ten pounds
13 The Master shall mskuct has Apprentice Blfallflllly, and

make hum a perfect workman

14. He shall teach hun all the secrets of his trade

15 And shall guard ham agamat the commxssmn of per

Jury and all other oiences by whxch the omit may be

brought to shame

The F1_/'t¢¢7l Pomts

1 Every Mason shall cultxvate brotherly love and the

love of God, and frequent holy church

2 The workman shall labor dlllgently on work days that

he may deserve lun hohdays.

'Thishthefamdatlouofthatprioclpleoflawbywhlchneaudldah
Illll£llK])P0dlll anypanoflnsprogres-as llvrinslance lhalan

l~.nu.red Apprentnce bemg objected to may be rehaed by the Lodge
advancement to the Fellow Crafts degree

fThatls nohodge shall þÿ�l�D�l�¢�I�'�f�¢�I�'�B�W�'�l�l�-�l�l�l�l�8�l�0�l�'�k�l�f�l�l�l�)�l�l ¬�l�'�I�.�»�'�n�8�0�»'Ibess

allhnilllustratlom ofhowthe operative allnsloosinallthedd onatitntiml

aretohelnterpretedlnaspecolatlvesome.
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3. Every Apprentice shall keep his Ms.ster's counsel, and

not betray the secrets of his Lodge.
4. No man shall be false to the craft, or entertain a preju-

dice against his Master or Fellows.

5. Every workman shall receive his wages meekly, and-

without scruple; and should the Master think proper to dis

miss him from the work, he shall have due notice of the same

before II. xii.

6. If any dispute arise among the brethren, it shall be

settled on a holiday, that the work be not neglected, and

God's law fulfilled.

7. No Mason shall debauch, or have camal knowledge of

the wife, daughter, or concuhine of his Master or Fellows.

8. He shall be true to his Master, and a just mediator in

all disputes or quarrels.
9. The Steward shall provide good cheer against the hour

of refreshment, and each Fellow shall punctually defray his

share of the reckoning, the Steward rendering a true and

correct account.
`

10. If a Mason live amiss, or slander his Brother, so as to

bring the craft to shame, he shall -have no further mainten-

ance among the brethren, but shall be summoned to the next

Grand Lodge; and if he refuse to appear, he shall be

expelled.
11. If a Brother see his Fellow hewing a stone, and likely

to spoil it by unskillful workmanship, he shall teach him to

amend it, with fair words and brotherly speeches.
12. The General Assembly, or Grand Lodge, shall consist

of Masters and Fellows, Lords, Knights and Squires, Mayor
and Sheritt] to make new laws, and to confirm old ones when

necessary.
13. Every Brother shall swear fealty, and if he violate his

oath, he shall not be succored or assisted by any of the

Fraternity.
14. He shall make oath to keep secrets, to be steadfast

and true to all the ordinances af the Grand Lodge, to the
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King and Holy Church, and to all the several Points herein

specified.
' 15. And if any Brother break his oath, he shall be com-

mitted to prison, and forfeit his goods and chattels to the

King.

They conclude with an additional ordinance-ahh

ordinacio-which declares

That a General Assembly shall he held every year, with

the Grand Master at its head, to enforce these regulations,
and to make new laws, when it may be expedient to do so, at

which all the brethren are competent to be present; and

they must renew their 0. B. to keep these statutes and con-

stitutions, which have been ordained by King Athelstan, and

adopted by the Grand Lodge at York. And this Assembly
further directs that, in all ages to come, the existing Grand

Lodge shall petition the reigning monarch to confer his

sanction on their proceedings.

II.-THE CONSTITUTIONS OF EDWARD III.

Anderson informs us,* on the authority of an old

record, that in the reign of King Edward III.,
(that is, between the years 1327 and 1377), the

Grand Master, with his Wardens, at the head of

thc Grand Lodge, with the consent of the lords of

the realm, who were generally Freemasons, ordained

the following Constitutions :

1. That for the future, at the making or admission of I

Brother, the constitutions and the charges shall be read.

2. That Master Masons, or Masters of the work, shall be

' Onstutulimis, 2d edit., p. 7).
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examined whether they be able of cunning to serve their

respective lords, as well the highest as the lowest, to the

honor and worship of the aforesaid art, and to the prolit of

their lords; for they be their lords that employ them for

their traveh

3. That when the Master and Wardens meet in~a Lodge,
if need be, the Sheriff of the county, or the Mayor of the

city, or Alderman of the town, in which the congregation is

held, should be made fellow and' sociate to the Master, in

help of him against rebels, and for upbesring the rights of

the realm.

4. That Entered Prentices at their making were charged
not to be thieves, or thieves-maintainers; that they should

travel honestly for their pay, and love their Fellows as them-

selves, and be true to the King ol' England, nnd to the realm,
and to the Lodge.

5. That at such congregations it shall be enquired, whether

any Master or Fellow has broke any of the articles agreed
to. And if the olfender, being duly cited to appear, piove
rebel, and will not attend, then the Lodge shall determine

against him that he shall forswear (or renounce) his Masonry,
and shall no more use this craft; the which, if he presume
for to do, the Sheriil' of the county shall prison him, and lake

all his goods into the king's hands, till his grace be granted
him an issue: for this cause principally have these congre-

gations been ordained, that as well the lowest as the highest
dhould be well and truly served in this art foresaid through-
out all the kingdom of Englan 1.

III.-REGULATIONS OF 1663.

In the reign of Charles I., Henry Jermyn, Earl

of St. Albans, being chosen Grand Master, he held

a. General Assembly and Feast on St. Jolm the

Evangelist's day, 1663, when the following regula-
tions were adopted :
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1. That no person, of what degree soever, he made or

accepted a Freemason, unless in a regular Lodge, whereof

one to be a Master or a Warden in that limit or division

where such Lodge is kept, and another to be a craftsman in

the trade of Freemasonry.
2. That no person shall hereafter be accepted a Freemason

but such as are of able body, honest parentage, good repu-

tation, and an observer of the laws of the land.

3. That no person hereafter who shall be accepted a Free-

mason, shall be admitted into any Lodge or assembly, until

he has brought a certificate of the time and place of his ac-

ceptation from the Lodge that accepted him, unto the Master

of that limit or division where such Lodge is kept; and the

said Master shall enroll the same in a roll of parchment, to

be kept for that purpose, and shall give anaccoimt of all such

scceptations at every General Assembly.
4. That every person who is now a Freemason, shall bring

to the Master a note of the time of his acceptation, to the end

the same may be enrolled in such priority of place as the

Brother deserves; and that the whole company and Fellows

may the better know each other.

5. That for the future the said fratemity of Freemasons

shall be regulated and govemed by one Grand Master, and

as many Vardens as the said society shall think lit to ap-

point nt every annual General Assembly.
6. That no person shall be accepted, unless he be twenty-

one years old or more.

IV.*THE ANCIENT INSTALLATION CHARGES.

These Charges appear from their style to be very

old, although their date is uncertain. They were

contained in a MS. written in the reign of James

II., which extended from 1685 to 1688, which MS.,
according to Preston, was in possession of the Lodge
of Antiquity in London. They are said to have

3
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been used at the installation of the Master of a

Lodge. Probably they are older than the year

1686; but that date is often used as a means of

reference. The Charges are as follows :

1. That ye shall be true men to God and the holy church,
and to use no error or heresy by your understanding, and hy
wise men's teaching.

2. That ye shall be.truo liegemen to the King of England,
without treason or any falsehood, and that ye lmow no treason

but ye shall give knowledge thereof to the king, or to his

counsel; also, ye shall be true one to another, that is to say,

every Mason of the craft that is Mason allowed, ye shall do

to him as ye would be done unto yourseltl
3. And ye shall keep truly all the coluisel that ought to hc

kept in the way of Masonhood, and all the counsel of the

Lodge or of the chamber. Also, that ye shall be no thief nor

thieves to your knowledge free; that ye shall be true to the

king, lord or master that ye serve, and truly to see and work

for his advantage.
4. Yo shall call all Masons your Fellows, or your brethren,

and no other names.

5. Ye shall not take your FelIov's wife in villainy, nor de-

ilower his daughter or servant, nor put him to disworship.
6. Ye shall truly pay for your meat or drink, wheresoever

ye go to table or board. Also, ye shall do no villainy there,
whereby the craft or science may be slandered.

V.-THE ANCIENT CHARGES AT HAKINGS.

The MS. in the archives of the Lodge of Antiquity
from which I have quoted the preceding charges.
adds to them fifteen more, which are said to be
"

Charges single for Masons allowed or accepted,"
:hat is to say, as is added at the end,

"

Charges and
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covenants to be read ....... at the mak-

ing of a Freemason or Freemasons." They are as

follows :

1. That no Mason take on him no lord's work, nor any
other man's, unless he know himself well able to perform the

work, so that the craft have no slander.

2. Also, that no Master take work but that he take reason-

able pay for it; so that the lord may be truly served, and the

Master to live honestly, and to pay his Fellows truly. And

that no Master or Fellow supplant others of their work; that

is to say, that if he hath taken a work, or else stand Master

of any work, that he shall not put him out, unless he be un-

able of cimning to make an end of his work. And no Master

nor Fellow shall take no Apprentice for less than seven years.
And that the Apprentice be free born, and of limbs whole as

a man ought to be, and no bastard. And that no Master nor

Fellow take no allowance to be made Mason without the as-

sent of his Fellows, at the least six or seven.

3. That he that be made be able in all degrees; that is,
free bom, of a good kindred, true, and no bondsman, and

that he have his right limbs as a man ought to have.

4. That a Master take no Apprentice without he have occu-

pation to occupy two or thme Fellows at the least.

5. That no Master or Fellow put away any lord's work to

task that ought to be journeywork.
`

6. That every Master give pay to his Fellows and servants

as they may deserve, so that he be not defamed with false

working. And that none slander another behind his back to

make him lose his good name.

7. That no Fellow in the house or abroad, answer another

ungodly or reproveably without a cause.

8. That every Master Mason do reverence to his elder;
and that a Mason be no common player at the cards, dice or

hazard; or at any other unlawful plays, through the whi':li

the science and craft may be dishonored and slandered
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9. That no Fellow go into the town hy night, except he

have a Fellow with him, who may bear him record that he

was in an honest place.
10. That every Master and Fellow shall come to the assem-

bly, if it be within fifty miles of him, if he have any waming.
And if he have trespassed against the craft, to abide the re-

ward of Masters and Fellows.

11. That every Master Mason and Fellow that hath tres-

passed against the craft, shall stand to the correction ofother

Masters and Fellows to make him accord; and if they cannot

accord, to go to the common law.

12. That a Master or Fellow make not a mould stone,

square nor rule, to no lowen, nor let no loweu work work

within their Lodge nor without, to mould stone.

13. That every Mason receive and cherish strange Fellows_
when they come over the country, and set them on work, if

they will work, as the manner is; that is to say, if the Mason

have any mould stone in his place, he shall give him a mould

stone, and set him on work; and if he have none, the Mason

shall refresh him with money unto the next Lodge.
14. That every Mason shall truly serve his Master for

his pay.
15. That every Master shall truly make an end of his work,

(ask or journey, whitherso it be. -

VI.-THE REGULATION OF 1703.

I know not upon what authority Rebold places
the date of this Regulation in 1703. He cannot,
however, be far wrong, as it is certain that it was

adopted at the beginning of the eighteenth century,
and during the latter part of the Grand Mastership
of Sir Christopher Wren. The Regulation is an

important one, and had an extensive influence on

the subsequent character of the institution. Pres
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ton* says that it was adopted in consequence of the

decadence of the Lodges, and for the purpose of in-

creasing their members. It is in these words :

That the privileges of Masonry should no longer be re-

stricted to operative Masons, but extend to men of various

professions, provided_ they were regularly approved and in-

itiated into the 0rder.1'

VII.-THE REGULATION OF 1717.

Preston); informs us that, on St. John the Baptist's
day, 1717, at the establishment of the Grand Lodge
of England by the four Lodges in London, the fol-

lowing Regulation was adopted :

That the privilege of assembling as Masons, which had

been hitherto lmlimited, should be vested in certain Lodges
or assemblies of Masons, convened in certain places; and

that every Lodge to be hereafter convened, except the four

old Lodges at this time existing, should be legally authorized

to act bya warrant from the Grand Master for the time being,
granted to certain individuals by petition, with the consent

* Illnslralimis qfhfasonry, p. 180.

1 There ls something in the phraseology of this regulation whic'~ makes lt

irreconcilable with the facts of history. It is well known that, n rn the

earliest periods, a speculative and an operative element were cembint 1 in

the institution, and that many distinguhhed princes, noblemen, prelatea and

scholars, who were not operative Masons, held high rank and position in the

Fratemlty. The most of the crahsmen were, however, undoubtedly, opens-

tive or stone masons. The object of this regulation, perhaps, really was. to

give au entirely speculative character to the institution,and completely to

divest lt of its operative element. Although not precisely so worded, this

seems to have been the universal interpretation, and such has actually been

the result.

3 IIh|.stra!ions, p. 182.
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and approbation of the Grand Lodge in commiuiication ; and

that without such warrant, no Lodge should be hereafter

deemed regular or constitutional!

TIII.-THE REGULATION OF 1720.

At a quarterly communication of the Grand

Lodge of England, held on the 24th of June, 1720,
the following new Regulation was adopted :

In fixture, the new Grand Master shall be named and pro-

posed to the Grand Lodge some time before the feast; and,
if approved and present, he shall be saluted as Grand Mas-

ter elect; and every Grand Master, when he is installed,
shall have the sole power of appointing his Deputy and

Wardens, according to ancient customsl' .

IX.-THE CHARGES APPROVED IN 1722.

The Charges now to be inserted were presented to

the Grand Lodge by Dr. Anderson and Dr. Desagu-
liers, in 1721, and being approved by the Grand

Lodge on the 25th of March, 1722, were subsc-

quently published in the first edition of the Book

of Constitutions, with the following title :

" The Charges of a Freemason, extracted from the Ancient

Records of Lodges beyond sea, and of those in England, Scot-

' _'RI-STON says that a sumcient number of Masons could, up to the time

of the adoption of this regulation, meet together, open sbodge, and make

Masons, with the oonsentof the sheriff or chief magistrate of the place.
'1'he regulation here quoted, which abolished this mmge,ts the one under

which the present system of permanent chartered Lodges is maintained.

1* This regulation has been very generally repealed by thc Grand Lodges
of the United States. In England, and in North Carolina and a very few

other Grand Lodges in this country, it is still in force. But in the greater
number nl' States. the fdice of Deputy, like that of Grand Master, B

elective.
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land and Ireland, for the use ot' the Lodges in London: to be

read at the making of new Brethren, or when the Master

shall order it."

These Charges have always been held in the high-
est veneration by the Fraternity, as embodying the

most important points of the ancient Written as

well as Unwritten Law of Masonry.

I. CONCERNING GOD AND RELIGION.

A Mason is obliged, by his tenure, to obey the moral law ;1>
and if he rightly understands the art, he will never be a

stupid atheist, nor an irreligious libertinc. But though in

ancient times Masons were charged in every country to be

of the religion of that country or nation, whatever it was,

yet 'tis now thought more expedient only to oblige them to

' Lsuamlcs Dsruaorr, the Deputy Grand Master of the Grand lodge ot'

Ancient Masons, or Athol Grand Lodge, as it has been of late very usually
called, published a very distorted copy of these Charges in the Ahimau

Rr.-zon,or Book of Constitutions, which he compiled for the use of the illegal
Grand Lodge with which he was connected. This incorrect version of Dei-

matt was subsequently copied by Smith, in his Ahiman Rezon ot' Pennsyl-
vania; by Dalcho, in that of South Carolina ; by Cole, in his Freemasods

Library, and by several other American writers; and many ofthe wordy, bn!

unnecessary, controversies on subjectsof Masonic law, which a few years ago

were becoming the reproach of American Masonry, (although by the mvcsti~

gations which they have promoted, they have been ot' ultimate benetit,) arose

from the thot that Dermott's copy ot' the Charge was repeatedly copied as

good law, which, of course, it was not ; because theGrand Lodgetowhich he

was attached was irregular, and because his edition of the Charges was

altered from the original. It is a subject of curious speculation, whether

Dermott did not derive his Charges from those published by Anderson in

1738. The alterations mode by Anderson in that year were never xe-

peated in subsequent editions.

1' Damrorr adds, "
as a true Ncachldn," and he subsequently interpolatcs

tlmt Masons " all agree in the three great articles oi`N`oah," which is incorrect

since the Pasesrrs or Nom were seven.
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that religion in which all men agree, leaving their particular
opinions to themselves; that is, to be good men and true, or

men of honour and honesty, by whatever denominations or

persuasions they may be distinguished; whereby Masonry
becomes the centre of union, and the means of conciliating
true friendship among persons that must have remained at a

perpetual distance. `

II. OF THB CIVIL HAGISTRATE, KUPREIII AND SUBOBDINATB.

A Mason is a peaceable subject to the civil powers, wher-

ever he resides or works, and is never to be concerned in

plots and conspiracies against the peace and welfare of the

nation, nor to behave himself nndutifully to inferior magis-
trates; for as Masonry hath been always injured by war,

bloodshed and confusion, so ancient kings and princes have

been much disposed to encourage the craftsmen, because of

their peaceableness and loyalty, whereby they practically
answered the cavils of their adversaries, and promoted the

honor of the Fraternity, who ever flourished in times of

peace. So that if a Brother should be a rebel against the

state, he is not to be countenanced in his rebellion, however

he may be pitied as an unhappy man; and, if convicted of

no other crime, though the loyal brotherhood must and

ought to disovm his rebellion, and give no umbrage or

ground of political jealousy to the govemment for the time

being; they cannot expel him from the Lodge, and his rela-

tion to it remains indefeasible.

ITT. OF LODGE.

A Lodge is a place where Masons assemble and work,
hence that assembly, or duly organized society of Masons, is

called a Lodge, and every Brother ought to belong to one

and to be subject to its by-laws and the General Regulations
It is either particular or general, and will be best understood

by attending it, and by the regulations of the General ov
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Grand Lodge hereunto annexed. In ancient times, no Master

or Fellow could be abscnt from it, especially when warned

to appear at it, without incurring a severe censure, until it

appeared to the Master and Wardens that pure necessity
hindered him.

The persons admitted members of a Lodge must be good
and true men, free bom, and of mature and discreet age, no

bondmen, no women, no immoral or scandalous men, but of

good report.* _

IV. OF KASTKBS, WABDEN8, PKLLOWS LVD A1'PREN'.l'ICKS.'|'
All preferrnent among Masons is grounded upon real worth

and personal merit only; that so the lords may be well

served, the brethren not put to shame, nor the royal craft

despised; therefore no Master or VVarden is chosen by seni-

ority, but for his merit. It is impossible to describe these

thing in writing, and every Brother must attend in his place,
and leam them in a way peculiar to this Fratemity: only
candidates may know that no Master should take an Appren-
tice unless he has suilicient imployment for him, and unless

he be a perfect youth, having no maim or defect in his body,
that may render him uncapable of learning the art, of serving
his Master's lord, and of being made a Brother, and then a

Fellow Craft in due time, even after he has served such a

term of years as the custom of the country directs ; and that

he should be descended of honest parents ; that so, when

otherwise qualified, he may arrive to the honour of being the

' Dm¥orraltemthisclanserespecting¢hequaIiticstiom,&,c.,soutonad
thus: "Themenmsde Masons must behee born (ornobondmea),ofma-
h1resge,md ofgoodreport;hslsandsound,notdeRmnedordismemhered
stthetizneoitheirmaking; hutnowomamnoeunuch."

1' Dmumfrr makes very considerable and important alteration in this

Charge,ss,forinsta.nce,he bringstheliasterllasons lbnvardas constituting
thegreatbodyofthecrait; whereas,it|rillbe perceived thatEntered Ap'
prentices and I~'ellowCra!sarealonespokenofin thatcapscityintheanthen
licCharges. ButAndersonmade¢hesamechangelnhlseditimo(1738.

3*
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Warden, and then the Master of the Lodge, the Grand War-

den, and at length the Grand Master of all the Lodges, accord-

ing to his merit.

No Brother can be a Warden until he has passed the part
of a Fellow Craft;* nor a Master, until he has acted as a

Warden, nor Grand Warden until he has been Master of a

Lodge, nor Grand Master, unless he has been a Fellow Crattf
before his election, who is also to be nobly bom,or a gentle-
man of the best fashion, or some eminent scholar, or some

curious architect or other artist, descended of honest parents,
and who is of singular great merit in the opinion of the

Lodges. And for the bettu and easier, and more honourable

discharge of his odice, the Grand Master has a power to

chuse his own Deputy Grand Master, who must be then, or

must have been formerly, t.he Master of a particular Lodge,
and has the privilege of acting whatever the Grand Master,
his principal, should act, unless the said principal be present,
or interpose his authority by a letter.

'Diese rulers and govemors, supreme and subordinate, of

the ancient Lodge, are to be obeyed in their respective
stations by all the brethren, according to the Old Charges and

Regulations, with all humility, reverence, love, and alacrity.

V. Ol TH! IANAGBIINT OF THE CRAFT IN WORKING.

All Masons shall work honestly on working days, that they
may live creditably on noly days; and the time appointed

°Dlaxornnays:"TheWu~densarechosenhemamongtheMaster
Masons."

1'D||u¢ovrrs|yst1nt"noueeansctasGnndMasterwbohasnotacted
|stheMasterofaparticnlarLodge." 'l'his,ltistme,isthemodern
usage;bntthe0ldClm'gesmakenosuchrequisition,a|itwasalwnys
competent forthe Grand Masterto hecbosen from the bodyofthecrati
'l'hisissninstaneeinwhlchinthisoonntrytbeauthorityofDennottbsa
exercised an influence paramount to that 0ffm0Ylgl'll8|0(ll81lfllfi0IlB. A

largemxmberofthebodgesiu America derived their warrantshomtbe

At.h0lGnndLodge. Tbereisno such provision inthenmdernoonstltution

1ftheGrandLodgeofl-Ragland.
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by the law of the land, or confirmed by custom, shall be

observed.

The most expert of the Fellow Craftsmen shall be chosen

or appointed the Master or overseer of the lord's workz*
who is to be called Master by those that work under him.

The craftsmen are to avoid all ill language, and to call each

other by no disobliging name, but Brother or Fellow; and

to behave themselves courteously within and Without the

Lodge.
The Master, knowing himself to be able of cunning, shall

undertake the lord's work as reasonably as possible, and

truly dispend his goods as if they were his own; nor to give
more wages to any Brother or Apprentice than he really may
deserve.

Both the Master and the Mason receiving their wages

justly, shall be faithful to the lord, and honestly finish their

work, whether task or journey; nor put the work to task that

hath been acccustomed to journey.
None shall discover envy at the prosperity of a Brother,

nor supplant him, or put him out of his work, if he be

capable to finish the same; for no man can finish another's

work so much to the lord's profit, unless he be thoroughly
acquainted with the designs and draughts of him that

began it.

When a Fellow Craftsman is chosen Warden of the work

under the Master, he shall be true both to Master and Fel-

lows; shall carefully oversee the work in the Master's

absence to the lord's proiit; and his brethren shall obey
him.

All Masons employed shall meekly receive their wages
vithout murmuring or mutiny, and not desert the Master till

the work is finished.

' Dsnxorr says: "A Master Mason only must be the surveyor-nf
Master of the work." Here again the alteration of Dermott has, in mod:-rn

umge, superseded tho original reguhtiou. Fcllcw Crafts are not now eligiblo
tnuttlce.



 -

60 THE WRITTEN LAW.

A younger Brother shall be instructed in working, to pre-
vent spoiling the materials for want of judgment, and for in~

creasing and continuing of brotherly love.

All the tools used in working shall be approved by the

Grand Lodge.
No labourer shall be employed in the proper work of Ma-

sonry; nor shall Free Masons work with those that are not

free, without an urgent necessity; nor shall they teach la-

bourers and unaccepted Masons, as they should teach a

Brother or Fellow.

vi. or nxnsvrovn, viz:

1. In the Lodge whale Condalwted.

You are not to hold private committees, or separate con-

versation, without leave from the Master, nor to talk of any

thing impertineut or unseemly, nor intenupt the Master or

Wardens, or any Brother speaking to the Master; nor be-

have yourself ludicrously or jestingly while the Lodge is

engaged in what is serious and solemn; nor use any unbe-

coming language upon any pretence whatsoever; but to pay
due reverence to your Master, Vardens and Fellows, and

put them to worship.
If any complaint be brought, the Brother found guilty

shall stand te the award and determination of the Lodge,
who are the proper and competent judges of all such contro-

versies, (unless you carry it by appeal to the Grand Lodge,)
and to whom they ought to be referred, unless a lord's work

be hindered the meanwhile, in which case a particular refer-

ence may he made; but you m1st never go to law about

what concemeth Masonry, without an absolute necessity ap-

parent to the Lodge.

2. B¢haviourqftertheLodg¢isowrandtl|zBrethrennotgone.
You may enjoy yourself with innocent mirth, treating one

another according to ability, but avoiding all excess, or fore
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ing any Brother to eat or drink beyond his inclination, or

hindering him from going when his occasions call him, or

doing or saying any thing olfensive, or that may forbid an

easy and free conversation; for that would blast our har-

mony and defeat our laudablepurposes. Therefore no

private piques or quarrels must be brought within the door

of the Lodge, far less any quarrels about religion, or nations,
or state policy, we being only, as Masons, of the Catholick

religion above-mentioned ; we are also of all nations, tongues.
kindreds, and languages, and are resolved against all poli-
ticks, as what never yet conduced to the welfare of the

Lodge, nor ever will. This Charge has been always strictly
enjoined and observed; but especially ever since the Refor-

mation in Britain, or the dissent and secession of these

nations from the communion of Rome.

3. Behaviour -when Brethren meet witlwut Strangers, but not in a

Lodge formed.

You are to salute one another in a courteous manner, as

you will be instructed, calling each other Brother, 'freely giv-
ing mutual instruction as shall be thought expedient, without

being overseen or overheard, and without encroaching upon
each other, or derogating from that respect which is due to

any Brother, were he not a Mason; for though all Masons

are as brethren upon the same level, yet Masonry takes no

honour from a man that he had before; nay, rather it adds

to his honour, especially if he has deserved well of the

Brotherhood, who must give honour to whom it is due, and

avoid ill manners.

4. Beluzvabur in Iresence qf Strangers not .Masona

Ion shall be cautious in your words and carriage, that the

most penetrating stranger shall not be able to discover or

Gnd out what is not proper to be intimated; and sometimes

you shall divert a discourse and manage it prudently for the

honour of tho Worshipful Fratcmity.
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5. Behaviour at Home, and in your Neighbourhood.

You are to actas becomes a moral and wise man; particu-
larly not to let your family, friends and neighbours know the

concems of tho Lodge, &c., but wisely to consult your own

honour and that of the ancient Brotherhood, for reasons not

fu be mentioned here. You must also consult your health,
by not continuing together too late, or too long from home,
after Lodge hours are past; and by avoiding of gluttony or

drunkenness, that your families be not neglected or injured,
nor you disabled from working.

6. Behaviour towards a Strange Brother.

You are cautiously to examine him, in such a method as

prudence shall direct you, that you may not be imposed upon

by an ignorant false pretender, whom you are to reject with

contempt and derision, and beware of giving him any hints

of knowledge.
But if you discover him to be a true and genuine Brother,

you are to respect him accordingly; and if he is in want,
you must relieve him if you can, or else direct him how

he may be relieved. You must employ him some days, or

else recommend him to be employed. But you are not

charged to do beyond your ability, only to prefer a poor
Brother that is a good man and true, before any other poor

people in the same circumstances.

Finally, all these Charges you are to observe, and also

those that shall be communicated to you in another way;

cultivating brotherly love, the foundation and cape-stone, the

cement and glory of this ancient Fratemity; avoiding all

wrangling and quarreling, all slander and backbiting, nor

permitting others to slander any honest Brother, but defend-

ing his character, and doing him all good oiiiees, as far as is

consistent with your honour and safety, and no farther.

And if any of them do you injury, you must apply to your
own or his Lodge, and from thence you may appeal to the
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llrand Lodge at the Quarterly C0lIlIIlllDlC8lIl0D and from

thence to tho Annual Grand Lodge as has been the ancxent

laudable conduct of our forefathers in every natlon, never

taking a legal course but when the case cannot be otherwise

decxded and patiently hstenmg to the honest and friendly
advlce of Master and Fellows when they would prevent
you goxng to law wlth strangers or would excxte you to put
a speedy perlod to all lawsuits that so you may mmd the

alfau- of Masonry with the more alacnty and success but

with respect to Brothers or Fellows at law, the Master and

Brethren should kmdly oH'er their mediation, whxch ought
to be thankfully submltted to by the contending brethren,
and if that submission is lmpractlcable they must however,
carry on their process or lawsunt without wrath and rancor

may hinder brotherly love and good odices to be renewed

and continued, that all may see the bemgn mlluence of Ma»

sonry, as all true Masons have done from the begmnmg of

the world, and will do to the end of time

X-THE GENERAL REGULATIONS OF 1721

The most complete history that could be glven
of these General Regulatlons, IB to be found 1n the

t1tle whlch precedes them ln the 'first edltlon of

Anderson's Constltutlons, and whlch 18 contamed

in these words

Gxmuuu. Rxomwrxous first complled by Mr George Payne,
anno 1720 when he was Grand Master and approved by the

Grand Lodge on St. John Baptists day anno 1 |21 at Station-

ers Hall London when the Most Noble Prince John Duke

of Montagu was unanimously chosen our Grand Master for

the year ensumg who chose John Beal H D his Deputy
Grand Master, and Mr Joslah Vllleneau and Mr Thomas

Horns, Jun., were chosen by the Lodge Grand Wardens
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And now, by tho command of our said Right Womhiphll
Grand Master Montagu, the author of this book has com

pared them with, and reduced them to the ancient records

and immemorial usages of the Fratemity, and digested them

into this new method, with several proper explications, for

the use of the Lodges in and about London and West

minster.

In subsequent editions of the Book of Consti-

tutions, these Regulations were altered or amended

in various points; but the original thirty-nine, as

published in the first edition, are all that are now

considered as entitled to any authority as part of

the universal Written Law of Masonry. Until

lately, however, it was dillicult to obtain access to

the first edition of the Book of Constitutions, pre-

pared for and by order of the Grand Lodge, by the

Rev. James Anderson, which had been long out of

print, and therefore rare, and consequently many

erroneous deductions were made, and false prin-
ciples laid down in Masonic law, from the fact that

the references were made to the new Regulations
contained in the subsequent editions. Another fer-

tile source of error was, that Laurence Dermott,in
his "Ahiman Rezon, or Help to a Brother," published
these " Old Reulations," and that in a mutilated

form, with a corresponding column of the " New

Regulations," which are, of course, without author-

ity, and which, nevertheless, have been sometimes

ignorantly quoted as Masonic law. I shall, as in

the instance of the "

Charges," occasionally call at
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tention to these alterations and amendments of the

Old Regulations, just as the chart makers lay
down the location of the rocks and breakers which

the ship is to avoid.*

I. The Grand Master or his Deputy hath authority and

right, not only to be present in any true Lodge, but also to

preside wherever he is, with the Master of the Lodge on his

left hand, and to order his Grand Wardens to attend him,
who are not to act in any particular Lodges as Wardens, but

in his presence, and at his command; because there the

Grand Master may command the Wardens of that Lodge, or

any other brethren he pleaseth, to attend and act as his

W'ardcns pro temporal'
II. The Master of a particular Lodge has the right and

authority of congregating the members of his Lodge into a

Chapter at pleasure, upon any emergency or occurrence, as

well as to appoint the time and place of their usual forming;
and in case of sickness, death, or necessary absence of the

Master, the Senior Warden shall act as Master pro tempore,

' The new Regulations, some of which were adopted as early as 1723, were

wanting in this ingredient, that they were not adopted according to the pro-
visions of the 89th Regulation of 1721. viz : That they should be offered at

the Grand Feast to the consideration of all the brethren, even the youngest
Apprentice. Seeing this difficulty, the Grand Lodge, in 1723, adopted a

new Regulation, declaring that "

any Grand Lodge duly met has a power to

amend or explain any ofthe printed Regulations in the Book of Constitutions,
while they break not in upon the ancient rules of the Fraternity." But I

doubt the constitutionality of any alteration, except at an Annual Commu-

nication, which has now taken the place of and represents the Grand Feast.

At all events, this has been the modem usage, and accordingly, many of these

General Regulations have been altered or amended by successive Grand

lodges.

1 That is, says the new Regulation, only when the Grand Wardens are

absent; for the Grand Master cannot deprive them of their odice without

showing cause. Such. by universal consent, lms been the subsequent inter

pretstion ol mls Regulation.
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lf no Brother is present who has been Master of that Lodge
beihre; for in that case the absent Master's authority re-

verts to the lust Master then present; though he cannot act

until the said Sem or Warden has once congregated the Lodge,
or in his absence the Junior Warden!

III. The Master of each particular Lodge, or one of the

Wardens, or some other Brother by his order, shall keep a

book containing their by-laws, the names of their members,
with a list of all the Lodges in town, and the usual times

and places of their forming, and all their transactions that

are proper to be written.

IV. No Lodge shall make more than five new brethren at

one time, nor any man under the age of twenty-five, who

must be also his own master, unless by a dispensation £rom

the Grand Master or his Deputy.
V. No man can be made or admitted a member of a par-

ticular Lodge without previous notice one month before

given to the said Lodge, in order to make due enquiry into

the reputation and capacity of the eandidate, unless by the

dispensation aforesaid.

VI. But no man can be entered a Brother in any particu-
lar Lodge, or admitted to be a member thereof; without the

unanimous consent of all the members of that Lodge# thcn

present when the candidate is proposed, and their consent

is formally asked by the Master; and they are to signify
their consent or dissent in their own prudent way, either

virtually or in form, but with unanimity; nor is this inherent

privilege subject to a dispensation; because the members

' Therein apsJpableeoutr|dictionluthetermsofthlsRegulation,whieh
caused a new Regulation to be adopted in 17'38,which declares that the su-

thority ofthe Master shall, in such eases, devolve on the Senior Warden, and

such is now the general sense of the Fraternity.

1' A subsequent Regulation allowed the Lodges to admit a member. lf not

'Above three ballots were against him. But in thh country this has never

been considered as good lsw,and the rule of unanimitylms been very strictly
enforced.
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ofa parhcular Lodge are the best Judges of xt and rf a frac-

t1ous member should be imposed on them nt mrght spoll
thexr harmony or hmder tl1er freedom or even break and

dnsperse the Lodge whxch ought to be avoxded by all good
and true brethren.

VII Every new Brother at his makmg rs decently to

clothe the lodge that rs all the brethren present and to

depos1t sometlnng for the relxef of mdlgent and decayed
brethren as the candldate shall thmk fit to bestow ow er and

above the small allowance stated by the by laws of that par
txcular Lodge whxch chanty shall be lodged with the Mas-

ter or Wardens or the cashler rf the members thmk fit to

choose one

And the candldate shall also solemnly promxse to submnt

to the Constntutmns the Charges and Regulatxons and to

such other good usages as shall be mtunated to them m tune

and place convement

VIII No set or number of brethren shall wxthdraw or

separate themselves from the Lodge m whlch they were

made brethren or were afterwards admxtted members un

less the Lodge becomes too numerous nor even then wrth

outa dxspensatlon from the Grand Master or hls Deputy
and when they are thus separated they must erther rmme-

drately Jem themselves to such other Lodge as they shall

like best wlth the unammous consent of that other Lodge to

whxch they go (as above regulated) or else they must obtain

the Grand Master s warrant to Jem m forming a new Lodge

lf any set or number of Masons shall take upon themselves

to fonn a Lodge wnthout the Grand Masters wammt the

regular Lodges are not to countenance them nor own them

as falr brethren and duly formed nor approve of thelr acts

and deeds but must treat them as rebels nntxl they humble

themselves as the Grand Master shall m hrs prudence dxrect,
and untnl he approve of them by hrs warrant wlnch must be

þÿ�l�l�g�'�I�l�l�l�l ¬�dto the other Lodges as the custom IS when a new

Lodge ll to be reglstered mn the hst of Lodges

1
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IX. But if any Brother so far misbehave himself as ti-

render his Lodge uneasy, he shall be twice duly admonished

by the Master or Wardens in a formed Lodge ; and if he will

not refrain his imprudence, and obediently submit to the

advice of the brethren, and refoim what gives them oiience,
he shall be dealt with according to the by-laws of that par-

ticular Lodge, or else in such a manner as the Quarterly Com-

munication shall in their great prudence think tit; for which

a new Regulation may be afterwards made.

X. The majority of every particular Lodge, when congre-

gated, shall have the privilege of giving instructions to their

Master and Wardens, before the assembling of the Grand

Chapter or Lodge, at the three Quarterly Communications

hereafter mentioned, and of the Annual Grand Lodge too;
because their Master and Wardens are their representatives,
and are supposed to speak their mind.

Xl. All particular Lodges are to observe the same usages
as much as possible ; in order to which, and for cultivating
a good understanding among Freemasons, some members out

of every Lodge shall be deputed to visit the other Lodges as

often as shall be thought convenient.

XII. The Grand Lodge consists oi, and is formed by the

Masters and Wardens of all the regular particular Lodges
upon record, with the Grand Master at their head, and his

Deputy on his left hand, and the Grand Wardens in their

proper places; and must have a Quarterly Communication
about Michaelmas, Christmas and Lady-day, in some conven-

ient place, as the Grand Master shall appoint, where no

Brother shall be present who is not at that time a member
thereof without a dispensation; and while he stays, he shall

not be allowed to vote, nor even give his opinion, without

leave of the Grand Lodge asked and given, or imless it be

duly asked by the said Lodge.
All matters are to be determined in the Grand Lodge by a

majority of votes, each member having one vote, and the

Grand Master having two votes, unless the said Lodge leava
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any particular thing to the determination of the Grand Mas-

tcr for the sake of expedition.
Xlll. At the said Quarterly Communication, all matters that

concem the Fraternity in general, or particular Lodges, or

single brethren, are quietly, sedately and maturely to be dis-

coursed of and transacted; Apprentices mnst be admitted

Masters and Fellow Crafts only here,* unless by a dispensa-
tion. Here also all differences, that cannot be made up and

accommodated privately, nor by a particular Lodge, are to

be seriously considered and decided ; and if any Brother

thinks himself aggrieved by the decision of this Board, he

may appeal to the Annual Grand Lodge next ensuing, and

leave his appeal in writing with the Grand Master, or his

Deputy, or the Grand Wardens. Here also the Master or

the Wardens of each particular Lodge shall bring and pru-
duce a list of such members as have been made, or even

admitted in their particular Lodges since the last Communi-

cation of the Grand Lodge ; and there shall be a book kept
by the Grand Master, or his Deputy, or rather by some

Brother whom the Grand Lodge shall appoint for Secretary,
wherein shall be recorded all the Lodges, with their usual

times and places of forming, and the names of all the mem-

bers of each Lodge; and all the affairs of the Grand Lodge
that are proper to be written.

They shall also consider of the most prudent and effectual

methods of collecting and disposing of what money shall be

given to, or lodged with them in charity, towards the relief

only of any true Brother fallen into poverty or decay, but of

none else; but every particular Lodge shall dispose of their

own charity for poor brethren, according to their own by-

* This is an important Regulation, the subsequent alteration of which, by
universal consent, renders many of the Old Regulations inapplicable to the

present condition of Masonry. For whereas formerly Entered Apprentices
constituted the general body ol' the Craft, now it is cornposed altogether of

Master Masons ; hence many Regulations, tlnrmcrly applicable to Apprentices
can now only be interpreted as referring io Master Masons.
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laws, until it be agreed by all the Lodges (in a new regula
tion) to carry in the charity collected by them to the Grand

Lodge, at the Quarterly or Annual Communication, in order to

make a common stock of it, for the more handsome relief of

poor brethren.

They shall also appoint a Treasurer, a Brother of good
worldly substance, who shall be a member of the Grand

Lodge by virtue of his odice, and shall be always present,
and have power to move to the Grand Lodge any thing,
especially what concerns his ollice. To him shall be corn~

mitted all money raised for charity, or for any other use of

the Grand Lodge, which he shall write down lu a book, with

the respective ends and uses for which the several sums are

intended; and shall expend or disburse the same by such a

certain order signed, as the Grand Lodge shall afterwards

agree to in a new Regulation; but he shall not vote in choos-

ing a Grand Master or Wardens, though in every other trans-

action. As in like malmer the Secretary shall ba- a member

of the Grand Lodge by virtue of his office, and vo'e in every

thing except in choosing a Grand Master or Wardens.

'1`he Treasurer and Secretary shall have each a clerk, who

must be a. Brother and Fellow-Craft,* but never 'nust be a

member of the Grand Lodge, nor speak without being allowed

or desired.

The Grand Master or his Deputy shall always command

the Treasurer and Secretary, with their clerks and books, in

order to see how matters go on, and to know what is expe-
dient to be done upon any emergent occasion.

Another Brother (who must be a Fellow-Cmft)," should be

appointed to look after the door of the Grand Lodge; but

shall be no member of it. But these oliices may be further ex-

plained by a new Regulation, when the necessity and expedi~
ency of them may more appear than at present to thr fratemity.

* Of course, in consequence of the change made in the chrxmcterof the

'aody of the Fraternity, alluded to in the last note, these ollleerr 'wet "ow bl
Master Masons.
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XIV. If ut any Grand Lodge, stated or occasionalquartlerly
or annual, the Grand Master and his Deputy should be both

absent, then the present Master of a Lodge, that has been

the longest a Freemason, shall take the chair, and preside as

Grand Master pro t¢7llP01`¢;* and shall be vested with all his

power and honor for the time ; provided there is no Brother

present that has been Grand Master formerly, or Deputy
Grand Master; for the last Grand Master present, or else

the last Deputy present, should always of right take place in

the absence of the present Grand Mast/er and his Deputy.
XV. In the Grand Lodge none can act as Vardens but

the Grand Wardens themselves, if present; and if absent,
the Grand Master, or the person who presides in his place,
shall order private Wardens to act as Grand Wardens pro

tempered- whose places are to be supplied by two Fellow-

Craft of the same Lodge, called forth to act, or sent thither

by the particular Master thereof ; or if by him omitted, then

they shall be called by the Grand Master, that so the Grand

Lodge may be always complete.
XVI. The Grand Wardens, or any others, are first to ad-

vise with the Deputy about the alihirs of the Lodge or of the

brethren, and not to apply to the Grand Master without the

knowledge of the Deputy, unless he refuse his concurrence

in any certain necessary affair ; in which case, or in case of

any difference between the Deputy and the Grand Wardens,

' In the second edition ol' the Book of Constitutions, printed in 1738, at

page l62, this Regulation is thus explained :
" ln the tirst edition, the right

of the Grand Wardens was omitted in this Regulation ; and it has been since

found that the old Lodges never pnt into the cimir the Master of a particu-
lar Lodge, but when there was no Grand Warden in company, present nor

l'ormer,and that in such a case a Grand oilicer always tmk place of any
Master ol' a Lodge that has not been a Grand otticer." This, it may be ctr

served, is the present usage.

1 " It was always the ancient usage," says ANnmLsoN," that the oldest

fonner Grand Wardens supplied the places of those of the year when ab

sent"-Const., 2d edit., p. 162. Accordingly, the 16th Begulstim never was

observed. _
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or other brethren, both parties are to go by concert to the

Grand Master, who can easily decide the controversy, and

make up the difference by virtue of his great authority.
The Grand Master should receive no intimation of business

concerning Masonry, but hom his Deputy first, except in such

certain cases as his Worship can well judge of; for if the

application to the Grand Master be irregular, he can easily
order the Grand 'Vardens, or any other brethren thus apply~
ing, to wait upon his Deputy, who is to prepare the business

speedily, and to lay it orderly before his YVorship.
XVII. No Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master, Grand

Wardens, Treasurer, Secretary, or whoever acts for them, or

in their stead pro Iempore, can at the same time be the Master

or Warden of a particular Lodge; but as soon as any of

them has honorably discharged his Grand oflice, he retums

to that post or station in his particular Lodge from which he

was called to ofliciate above.

XVIII. If the Deputy Grand Master be sick, or necessarily
absent, the Grand Master may choose any Fellow-Craft he

pleases to be his Deputy pro tempore ; but he that is chosen

Deputy at the Grand Lodge, and the Grand Wardens too,
cannot be discharged without the cause fairly appear to the

majority of the Grand Lodge; and the Grand Master, if he

is uneasy, may call a Grand Lodge on purpose to lay the

cause before them, and to have their advice and concurrence ;

in which case the majority of the Grand Lodge, if they can-

not reconcile tho Master and his Deputy or his VVsrdens, are

to concur in allowing the Master to discharge his said Deputy
or his said Wardens, and to choose another Deputy immedi-

ately; and the said Grand Lodge shall choose other Wardens

in that case, that harmony and peace may he preserved.
XIX. If the Grand Master should abuse his power, and

render himself unworthy of the obedience and subjection of

the Lodges, he shall be treated in a way and manner to lvl

agreed upon in a new Regulation ; because hitherto the

ancient Fraternity have had no occasion for it, their formex
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Grand Masters having all behaved themselves worthy of that

honourable oilice.

XX. The Grand Master, with his Deputy and Wardens,
shall (at least once) go round and visit all the Lodges about

town during his Mastership.
XXI. If the Grand Master die during his Mastership; o' by

sickness, or by being beyond sea, or any other way should

be rendered uncapable of discharging his oliice, the Deputy,
or in his absence the Senior Grand Warden, or in his absence

the Junior, or in his absence any three present Masters of

Lodges, shall join to congregate the Grand Lodge immedi-

ately, to advise together upon that emergency, and to send

two of their number to invite the last G"ind Master,* to re-

sume his otlice, which now in course reverts to him; or if he

refuse, then the next last, and so backward; but if no former

Grand Master can be found, then the Deputy shall act as

principal, until another is chosen; or if there be no Deputy,
then the oldest Master.

XXII. The brethren ot' all the Lodges in and about London

and `Westminster shall meet at an Annual Confmunimtion

and Feast,1' in some convenient place, on St. John Baptists
day, or else on St. John Evangelist`s day,as the Grand Lodge
shall think fit by a new Regulation, having of late years met

on St. John Ba.ptist's day; provided: The majority of Mas-

ters and Wardens, with the Grand Master, his Deputy and

Wardens, agree at their Quarterly Communication,1 three

months before, that there shall be a feast, and a General

'Tbemodemmageisttrtlnhlghmtpresent Grand omcertnaamme

the vacant post.

1' VerytewGrand Lodges nowobservethiskegnlation. Thehastof Bt

John is celebrated everywhere by the private Lodges; but the Annual Oom-

nmnications of Grand lodges generally occur at a ditferent period ot' the

year.

3 Quarterly Cmnmnnications are still held by the Grand lodge of England,
and a kv Grand Lodges in this country; but the Regulation isbecoming
generally obsolete, simply because it lms been found impracticable.

4

 ¢-il-»



74 'run WRI'I'l`EN LAW.

Communication of all the brethren: for it' either the Grand

Master, or the majority of the part( cular Masters are against
it, it must be dropt for that time.

But whether there shall be a feast for all the brethren or

not, yet the Grand Lodge must meet in some convenient

place annually, on St. John's day ; or if it be Sunday, then

on the next day, in order to choose every year a new Grand

Master, Deputy and Vlfardens. .

XXIII. If it be thought expedient, and the Grand Master,
with the majority of the Masters and Wardens, agree to hold

a grand feast, according to the ancient laudable custom of

Masons, then the Grand VVardens shall have the care of pre-

paring the tickets, sealed with the Grand Mastcr's seal, of

disposing of the tickets, of receiving the money for the

tickets, of buying the materials of the feast, of tinding out a

proper and convenient place to feast in ; and ot' every other

thing that concems the entertainment.

But that the work may not be too burthensome to the two

Grand Wardens, and that all matters may be expeditiously
and safely managed, the Grand Master or his Deputy shall

have power to nominate and appoint a certain number of

Stewards, as his Worship shall think tit, to act in concert

with the two Grand Wardens; all things relating to the feast

being decided amongst them by a majority of voices ; except
the Grand Master or his Deputy interpose by a particular
direction or appointment.

XXIV. The Wardens and Stewards shall, in due time,wait
upon the Grand Master or his Deputy for directions and

orders about the premises ; but if his Worship and his

Deputy are sick, or necessarily absent, they shall call to-

gether the Masters and Wardens of Lodges to meet on

purpose for their advice and orders, or else they may
take the matter wholly upon themselves, and do the best

they can.

The Grand Wardens and the Stewards are to account for

all the 'noney they receive or expend, to the Grand Lodge,
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after dinner, or when the Grand Lodge shall think fit to re~

ceive their accounts.

If the Grand Master pleases, he_may in due time summon

all the Masters and Wardens of Lodges to consult with them

about ordering the grand feast,'a.nd about any emergency or

accidental thing relating thereunto, that may require advice ;

or else to take it upon himself altogether. `

XXV. The Masters of Lodges shall each appoint one ex-

perienced and discreet Fellow-Craft of his Lodge, to compose
a committee, consisting of one from every Ledge, who shall

meet to receive, in a convenient apartment, every person
that brings a ticket, and shall have power to discourse him,
if they think Et, in order to admit him or debar him, as they
shall see cause; provided, they send no man away before

they have acquainted all the brethren within doors with the

reasons thereof, to avoid mistakes, that so no true Brother

may be debarred, nor a false Brother or mere pretender ad-

mitted. This committee must meet very early on St. John's

Day at the place, even before any persons come with

tickets.

XXVI. The Grand Master shall appoint two or more trusty
brethren to be porters or doorkeepers, who are also to be

early at the place for some good reasons, and who are to be

at the command of the committee.

XXVII. The Grand Wardens or the Stewards shall appoint
beforehand such a number of brethren to serve at table as

they think fit and proper for that work; and they may ad-

vise with the Masters and Wardens of Lodges about the

most proper persons, if they please, or may take in such by
their recommendation; for none are to serve that day but

Free and Accepted Masons, that the communication may be

tree and harmonious.

XXVTII. All the members of the Grand Lodge must be at

the place long before dinner, with the Grand Master, or his

Deputy, at their head, who shall retire and form themselves

And this is done in order :
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1. 'Io receive any appeals duly lodged, as above regu-

lated, that the appellant may be heard, and the affair may
be amicably decided before dinner, if possible; but if it

cannot, it must be delayed till alter the new Grand Master

is elected; and if it cannot be decided alter dinner, it may
be delayed, and referred to a particular committee, that

shall quietly adjust it, and make report to the next Quar-
terly Communication, that brotherly love may be pre-
served.

2. To prevent any difference or disgust which may be

feared to arise that day; that no interruption may be given
to the harmony and pleasure of the grand feast.

3. To consult about whatever concems the decency and

decorum of the Grand Assembly, and to prevent all inde-

cency and ill manners, the assembly being promiscuous.
4. To receive and consider of any good motion, or any

momentous and important atfair, that shall be brought
from the particular Lodges, by their representatives, the

several Masters and Wardens.

XXIX. After these things are discussed,the Grand Master

and his Deputy, the Grand Wardens, or the Stewards, the

Secretary, the Treasurer, the Clerks, and every other person,
shall withdraw, and leave the Masters and Wardens of the

particular Lodges alone, in order to consult amicably about

electing a new Grand Master, or continuing the present, if

they have not done it the day before ; and if they are unani-

mous for continuing the present Grand Master, his Worship
shall be called in, and humbly desired to do the Fratemity
the honor of ruling them for the year ensuing ; and alter

dinner it will be known whether he accepts of it or not; for

it should not be discovered but by the election itself

XXX. Then the Masters and Wardens, and all the brethren

may converse promiscuously, or as they please to sort to-

gether, until the dinner is coming in, when every Brother

takes his scat at table.

XXXL Some time after dinner the Grand Lodge is formed

4
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not ;n rctrrement, but 1n the presence of all the brethren

who yet are not members of lt, and must not therefore speak
untxl they are desired and allow ed

XXXII If the Grand Master of last year has consented

with the Master and W ardens m pnvate, before dmner to

contmue for the year ensumg then one of the Grand Lodge
deputed for that purpose shall represent to all the brethren

hrs Worshxps good govemment &c. And txfnmg to hxm,
shall m the name of the Grand Lodge humbly request lum

to do the Fratemlty the great honour (rf nobly hom) lf not

the great kmdnesa of contmumg to be then Grand Master

for the year ensuing And hrs Worshnp declarmg hxs con-

sent by a bow or a speech as he pleases the sard deputed
member of the Grand Lodge shall proclaun hlm Grand Mas

ter and all the members of the Lodge shall salute hxm m due

form And all the brethren shall for a few mmutes have

leave to declare their satxsfactxon, pleasure and congratu

XXDII But Lt' exther the Master and Wardens have not

ln pnvate this day before dmner nor the day before

desired the last Grand Master to coutmue ln the master

ship another year, or Lf he, when deenred has not con-

sented Then

The last Gram. Master shall nomxnate ms successor for the

year ensumg who rf lmanunously approved by the Grand

Lodge and If there present shall be proclmmed saluted and

congratulated the new Grand Master es above hmted and

unmedxately mstalled by the last Grand Master, accordmg to

usage
XXXIV But lf that nommatnon ll not unammously ap

proved the new Grand Master shall be chosen nnmedxately
by ballot every Master and Warden wntmg hrs man s name

and the last Grand Master wrrtmg hrs mans name too , and
the man whose name the last Grand Master shall first take

out casually or by chance shall be Grand Master for the

year eusumg , and rf present, he shall be proclarmed saluted

.
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and congratulated, as above hinted, and forthwith installed

by the last Grand Master, according to usage.*
XXXV. The last Grand Master thus continued, or the new

Grand Master thus installed, shall next nominate and appoint
his Deputy Grand Master, either the last _or a new one, who

shall be also declared, saluted and congratulated, as above

hinted.

The Grand Master shall also nominate the new Grand

Wardens, and if unanimously approved by the Grand Lodge,
shall be declared, saluted and congratulated,as above hinted;
but if not, they shall be chosen by ballot, in the same way as

the Grand Master; as the Wardens of private Lodges are

also to be chosen by ballot in each Lodge, if the members

thereof do not agree to t.heir Master's nomination.

XXXVI. But if the Brother, whom the present Grand

Master shall nominate for his successor, or whom the ma-

jority of the Grand Lodge shall happen to choose by ballot,
is, by sickness or other necessary occasion, absent from the

grand feast, he cannot be proclaimed the new Grand Master,
unless the old Grand Master, or some of the Masters and

Wardens of the Grand Lodge can vouch, upon the honour of a

Brother, that the said person, so nominated or chosen, will

readily accept of the said otlice ; in which case the old Grand

Master shall act as proxy, and shall nominate the Deputy and

Wardens in his name, and in his name also receive the usual

honours, homage and congratulation.
XXXVII. Then the Grand Master shall allow any Brother,

Fellow-Craft, 'Jr Apprentice, to speak, directing his discourse

to his Vlforship ; or to make any motion for the good of the

Fratemity, which shall be either immediately considered and

Bnished, or else referred to the consideration of the Grand

Lodge at their next communication, stated or occasional.

When that is over,

' I know of no instance on record in which this custom of selecting by lot

*las been followed. The regulatian is now clearly everywhere obsolete.
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XXXVIII. The Grand Master, or his Deputy, or some

Brother appointed by him, shall harangue all the brethren,
and give them good advice; and lastly, after some other

transactions, that cannot be written in any language, the

brethren may go away or stay longer, if they please.
XXXIX. Every Annual Grand Lodge has an inherent

power and authority to make new Regulations,* or to alter

these, for the real benefit of this ancient Fratemity: pro-
vided always that the old Landmarks be carefully preserved,
and that such alterations and new Regulations be proposed
and agreed to at the third Quarterly Communication preced-
ing the annual grand feast; and that they be offered also to

the perusal of all the brethren before dinner, in writing, even

of the youngest Apprentice; the approbation and consent

of the majority of all the brethren present being absolutely
necessary to make the same binding and obligatory ; which

must, after dinner, and aiter the'new Grand Master is in-

stalled, be solemnly desired ; as it was desired and obtained

for these Regulations, when proposed by the Grand Lodge,
to about 150 brethren, on St. John Baptist's day, 1721.

The Constitutions, Charges and Regulations here

presented to the reader, and which were adopted at

various periods, from 926 to 1722, constitute the

Written Law of Masonry, and they were at one

time co-extensive in authority with the Landmarks

of the Order. From these, however, they diB`er in

this respect, that the Landmarks being unrepealable,
must ever continue in force ; but the Writt/en Law,
having been adopted by the supreme legislative au-

thority of the Order at the time, may be altered,
amended, or altogether repealed by the same su-

'Beenotempage65.
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preme authority-a doctrine which is explicitly sei

forth in the Thirty-ninth General Regulation.
Accordingly, portions of this Written Law have,
from time to time, been materially modified by dif-

ferent Grand Lodges, as will be evident upon in-

spection of these laws with the modern Constitutions

of any jurisdiction.
It may, however, be considered as an axiom of

Masonic law, that in every Masonic jiuisdiction,
where any one of these Regulations has not been

formally or implicitly repealed by a subsequent en-

actment of a. new law, the old Regulation will

continue in force, and the Craft must be governed
by its provisions.

So in all doubtful questions of Masonic law, re-

course must be had, in forming an opinion, tirst to

the Landmarks, and then to this code of Written

Laws; and out of these two authorities, the legal
dictum is to be established, because all the principles
of law are embraced in these two authorities, the

Ancient Landmarks and the Ancient Written Law;
and hence they have been necessarily incorporated
into this volume, as a 'dtting introduction, under the

appropriate title of the Fouumnons or Masonic
LAW.
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Tn position of a candidate is s transition state f:rom the

profane world to the Masonic institution. It is the irst step
taken which is to place the recipient within the jurisdiction
of Masonic law. It is proper, therefore, to commence a

treatise on that subject, with a°consideration of all that re-

lates to this peculiar condition, such as the qualifications of

candidates, and their method of application and admission,
or rejection. These topics will therefore be considered in

the present Book.



CHAPTER I.

Ghz aualiicatlous of tauhlhatts.

Tas qualifications which are essential in those

who apply for initiation into the mysteries of Free-

masonry, are of two kinds, internal and ea:ter'nal.*

The internal qualtficatiovzs of a candidate are those

which lie within his own bosom, and are not patent
to the world. They refer to his peculiar disposi-
tions towards the institution-his motives and de-

sign in seeking an entrance into it. Hence they
are known to himself alone; and a knowledge of

them can only be acquired from his own solemn

declarations.

The external qualffoatimas are those which refer

to his outward 'fitness for initiation, and are based

on his moral and religious character, the frame of

his body, the constitution of his mind, and his

* It is true that the ritual of the tirst dezree says, that " it is the internal

and not the external qualilications whicn recommend a man to be made s

Mason," but the context of the sentence shows that the external qualifica-
tions there referred to are

" worldly wealth and honors." The ritual, there-

lbre, has ofcourse no allusion to the sort of extemul qnalillcatiom which are

here tr be discussed.

..;_. 
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social position. A knowledge of these is to be

acquired from a careful examination by a committee

appointed for that purpose.
Each of those divisions requires a separate con-

sideration.

. SECTION L

ms INTERNAL QUALIIVICATIONS.

The iirst of these internal qualifications is, that

every candidate for initiation into the mysteries of

Freemasonry must come of his own free will izmi

aocord.* This is a peculiar feature of the Masonic

institution that must commend it to the respect of

every generous mind. In other associations, it is

considered meritorious in a member to exert his

influence in obtaining applications for admission,
but it is wholly uncongenial with the spirit of our

Order to persuade any one to become a Mason.

Whosoever seeks a knowledge of our mystic rites,
must first be prepared for the ordeal in his heart:

he must not only bc endowed with the necessary
moral qualifications which would fit him for admis-

sion into a society which is founded on the purest

* Pam-roN,(1llusL p. 32, note, Or.. ed.) lays dmrn the following ss
" the

Declaration to be assented to by every candidate previous to lnltiatinm, and

to be subscribed by his name at full length," und this form of declaration, it

may be added, has been almost verbally adhered to by all subsequent
authorities -

" I, [A. B.,] being free by birth, and of the full nge of twcntyone yearn.
do declare, that, unbiased by the improper solicitation of friends, and unin~

Buenced by mercenary or other imworthy motives, I_fmdy and voluntarily
qier mysrlf a candidate for the mysteries of Masonry," &c.
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principles of virtue and religion, but he must come,

too, uninlluenced by the _persuasions of friends.

This is a settled usage of the Order, and. therefore

nothing can be more painful to a true Mason than

to see this usage violated by young and needless

brethren. It cannot be denied that this usage is

sometimes violated; and this habit of violation is

one of those unhappy influences often almost in

sensibly exerted upon Masonry by the existence ot

the many imitative societies to which the present
age, like those which preceded it, has given birth,
and which resemble Masonry in nothing, except in

having some sort of a secret ceremony of initiation.

And hence there are some men who, coming among

us, imbued with the principles and accustomed to

the usages of these modern societies,* in which the

persevering solicitation of candidates is considered

as a legitimate and even laudable practice, bring
with them these preconceived notions, and consider

it as their duty to exert all their influence in per-

suading their friends to become members of the

Craft. Men who thus misconceive the true policy

' The evil influences exerted bythese societies onour institution lmve

frequently attracted attention. The Grand Inspectors for the city of Balti-

mu'e,lntheGrand Lodgeof Maryland,make on this subject thefullowing
remarks: "Many are crowding into our irrstitutim from other secret so

cleties, having their prejudices and peculiar ideas and notions, with a disposi-
tion to make Masonry confonn to what they have been taught elsewhere ;

andllndingpleeesolpower and honor easyotaccunyare hardly sensible

ofthe burdens irnpmed upcn Entered Apprentices, or eonsclous of what ma-

terial ls necessary for the building, before they are auperintending, as Has

ters, lin constr'ucti<n,and sometimes seem indignant that they should be told

they are spoiling the temple."-Proceedings G. L. cy' Md., 1857, p. 85.
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of our institution, should be instructed ly their

older and more experienced brethren that it is

wholly in opposition to all our laws and principles
to ask any one to become a Mason, or to exercise

any kind of inlluence upon the minds of others,

except that of a truly Masonic life and a practical
exemplification of the tenets by which they may be

induced to ask admission into our Lodges. We

must not seek-we are to be sought.
And if this were not an ancient law, imbedded in

the very cement that upholds our system, policy
alone would dictate an adherence to the voluntary
usage. We need not now fear that our institution

will suH`er from a deficiency of members. Our

greater dread should be that, in its rapid extension,
less care may be given to the selection of candi-

dates than the interests and welfare of the Order

demand. There can, therefore, be no excuse for

the practice of persuading candidates, but every

hope of safety in avoiding such a practice. It

should always be borne in mind that the candidate

who comes to our altar, not of his own "free will

and accord,"* but induced by the persuasion of his

friends, no matter how worthy he may otherwise

be, violates, by so coming, the requirements of the

institution on the very threshold of its temple, and,
in ninety-nine cases out of a hundred, fails to be-

come imbued with that zealous attachment to the

* Theoldest riinalswhicb I have been enabled looensult,preserve this Ol

I similar form of wmds. The vohmury principle has always prevailed and

been recognized in every wintry.
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Order whlch IS absolutely essentlal to the format1on

of a true Masonlc character

The next internal quahiicatlon of a candldate 18

that, ln maklng hls appllcatlon, he must be umrjlw-
enced by mercenary motwvs* If the xntroductlon

of candldates under the mtluence of undue sohclta

tlon 18 attended w1th an m_]ur1ous effect upon the

mshtutlon how much more fatal must be the results

when the xniluence exerted IS of a mean and lgnoble
kmd, and when the apphcant IS urged onwards only
by the degrading hopes of pecuniary Interest or

personal aggrandlzement The whole spmt of the

Order revolts at the very ldea of such a prostltutlon
of 1ts noble purposes and turns wlth loatlung from

by the love of truth and the deslre of knowledge
but by the paltry mducements of sordld gaxn

' There was a tune says an eloquent and d1scern

mg Brother 1' when few except the good and true

exthcr sought for or gamed admlsslon into Masonic

Lodges, for It was thought that such alone could

find thexr 8611115163 there Masons were then com

paratxvely few and were generally known and dxs-

tlngumshed for those qualliicatmns whlch the teach

ings of the Order requlre on the part of all who

apply for adnusslon They were not of those who

would make merchandlse of lts benefits, by prostx

' This qnalxilcatson IB mcluded in the Declantion from PRQION already
awed 0° If vweedms me

1 Brother W H Hownm Past Grand Master of Calxforma Bee his

Addrms in the Proceedings ofthe Gn.ndLodge of California 1857 p. 12
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the aspirant who seeks its mysteries, impelled, not
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tuting them to the purposes of individual emolu

ment. They were not of those who would seek

through Masonic appliances to re-invigorate a de-

caying reputation, and gain a promineney within

the Lodge that was unattainable without~ it; or

worse still, to use its influences to gain prominency
elsewhere."

But that which was unknown in the times when

Masonry was struggling for its existence, and when

prejudice and bigotry barely tolerated its presence,
has now become a "crying evil"-when Masonry,
having outlived its slanderers, and wrought out its

own reputation, is to be classed among the most

popular institutions of the day. And hence it be-

comes incumbent on every Mason closely to inquire
whether any applicant for initiation is invited to his

pursuit by a love of truth, a. favorable opinion
which he has conceived of the institution, and a

desire, through its instrumentality, of benehting
his fellow creatures, or whether he comes to our

doors under the degrading influences of mercenary
motives.

The presence of these internal qualifications is to

be discovered, as I have already said, from the

statements of the candidate himself; and hence by
an ancient usage of the Order, which should never

be omitted, a declaration to the necessary eifect is

required to be made by the candidate in the presence
of the Stewards of the Lodge, or a committee ap-

pointed for that purpose, in an adjoining apartment,
previous to his initiation. The oldest form of this
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declaration used in this country is that contained in

Webb's Monitor,* and is in these words:

" Do you seriously_declare, upon your honor, before these

gentlemen, that, unbiassed by friends and uniniluenced by
mercenary motives, you ireely and voluntarily ofer yourself
a. candidate for the mysteries of Masonry?

" Do you seriously declare, upon your honor, before these

gentlemen, that you are prompted to solicit the privileges
of Masonry by a favorable opinion conceived of the insti-

tution, a desire of knowledge, and a sincere wish of being
serviceable to your fellow creatures Y

" Do you seriously declare, upon your honor, before these

gentlemen, that you will cheerfully conform to all the ancient

established usages and customs of the Fraternity T"

Some Grand Lodges have slightly added to the

number of these questions, but the three above cited

appear to be all that ancient usage warrants or the

necessities of the case require.

SECTION II.

ms EXTERNAL QU/lamc.moNs.

We have already said that the external qualifica-
tions of every candidate are based upon his moral

and religious character, the frame of his body, the

constitution of his mind, and his social position.
These qualifications are therefore of a fourfold

nature, and must be considered under the distinct

heads of Moral, Physical, Intellectual and Political.

* Edition of 1808, p. 32. The Declaration previously lublished by Pass

'rox differs very slightly from this.
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THE QUALIFICATIONS

Moral Qualtfoatiom.
All the old Constitutions, from those of York in

926, to the Charges approved in 1722, refer, in

pointed terms, to the moral qualifications which

should distinguish a Mason, and, of consequence, a

candidate who desires to be admitted into the Fra-

ternity.* The Charges of 1722 commence with

the emphatic declaration that "
a Mason is obliged

by his tenure to obey the moral law; and if he

rightly understands the art, he will never be a

stupid atheist nor an irreligious libertine."1' 0be~

dience, therefore, to a particular practical law of

morality and belief in certain religious dogmas,
seem to constitute the moral qualifications of every
candidate for admission into the Fraternity. The

proper inquiry will then be into the nature of this

law of conduct and these dogmas of belief.

'1`he term " moral law," in a strictly theological
sense, signifies the Ten Commandments which were

given to the Jewish nation ; but although it is admit-

ted that an habitual violatior of the spirit of these

laws' would disqualify a man from being made a

Mason, I am disposed to give a wider latitude tc

' " Every Mason shall cultivate brotnerly love, and the love of God, and

h-equent holy church."-Old York Gmslilulions, point 1. " Ye shall be

true men to God and the holy church, and to use no error or heresy by your

understanding and by wise men's teaching."-Installation Charges of 1686,
No. I. " 'I`he persons admitted members of u Lodge must be good and true

men, . .... no immoral or scandalous men, but of good report."
Charges of 1722, No. 3. All ol' these are summed up in tlre ritualistic

phrase that the candijate must be " imdcr the tongue of good renort."

4 ANDK3-SON`] Gonslilulions. edit. 1723, p. 50.
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the delimtlon, and to suppose that the fmoraf law
' denotes the rule of good and evll, or of rlght and

wrong revealed by the Creator and þÿ�l�l�1�°�C�l�'�l�b ¬�don

mans conscxence even at hrs creatlon, and conse-

q ntly bmdmg upon lnm by dlvme authorltv *

Dr Anderson the compller of the first edrtlon of the

Book of Constltutlons seems ID the latter part of

hls llfe to have xnchncd to thls opmlon ,
fo1 rn the

second edltxon of the same work pubhshed ln 1738

he modlfied the language of he Charge above clted

ID these words A Mason IS obllged by lns tenure

to observe the moral law as a true Noach1da"'l
thus extendlng the llmlts of the law to those Pre-

obllgatlon among all natlonsi It 18 true that on

the publlcatlon of the tlnrd edxtlon of the Constltu

txons ln 1755 the Grand Lodge of England re-

stored the orlgmal readlng of the Charge ,
but the

fact that the alteratlon had once been made by
Anderson IB strong presumptne evldence that he

was unwllhng to restrict the moral code of Masonry
to the commandments set fox th by the Jewmsh law

grver Apart from the fact that many learned and

pxous Chrlstlan dlvlnes have doubted how far the

* Em.-yclop Qfliehg Knowled. art. Law Boston 1835

1 Azmnson s Oonshluluons 2d edxt. 1738 p 143

1 As these Preeepts of the patriarch Noah are frequently referred to as

havlng been the commtuhorls of our BlICl9llt brethren It may be well to

enumerate them. Theyare seven in number and are as follows 1 Ro

nnunce all idols. 2 Worshxp the only true God 3 Comma! no murder

4 Benotdefiledbylneesi. 6 Donotsteal. 6 Bejust 7 Latnoflesh

with blnod m rt.
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Jewish law is to be considered binding, except as it

is confirmed by the express sanctions of the New

Testament,* the consideration that Masonry, being
a cosmopolitan institution, cannot be prescribed
within the limits of any particular religion, must

lead us to give a more extended application to the

words " moral law," contained in the old Charge.
Hence, then, we may say, that he who desires to be-

come a Mason, must first be qualiiied for initiation

by a faithful observance of all those principles of

morality and virtue which practically exhibit them~

selves in doing unto others as he would that they,
in like circumstances, should do unto him. This

constitutes the golden rule-the true basis of all

moral law. The man who thus conducts himself

will necessarily receive not only the reward of his

own conscience, but the approbation and respect of

the world ; to which latter consequence, as an evi-

dence of a well-spent life, the ritual refers when it

requires, as one of the qualifications of a candidate,
that he should be " under the tongue of good re-

port." The man who submits to' this rule, will of

necessity observe the decalogue ; not always because

it is the decalogue, but because its dictates are the

dictates of right and justice ; and he will thus come

strictly within the provisions of the old Charge,
' Thus Mmm Lmnaa says :

" The law belongs lo the Jews, and binds

us no more. From the text it E clcnr that the Ten Commandments also do

uotbelnngtoumbccausehelms netledusnuto(Egyp¢,b:rt theJewsonly.
Hoses we will take to be our teacher, but not as our lawgiver, unless he

agrees with the New 'Dastamcnt and the natnml law." L"nlm-rich! win sich

dll! Christen in Masai schicken sollen.
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even Ill xts most lxmlted acceptatlon, and will of

urse obey the moral law

The relxglous quallficatlons are ernblaced ln the

same Charge under the expresslon, that lf a Masor

rxghtly understands the art, he wlll never be a

stupld atheist nor an lrrelxglous hbertme '

A behef ln God 18 one of the unwrltten Land

marks of the Order, requlrlng no regulatlon or

statutory law for 1ts confirmation Such a behef

results from the very nature of the Masoruc 1nst1

tutxon and IS set forth ln the rltuals of the Ordel

as one of the very first pre-requlsltes to the cere-

mony of l1ltl&tlO'I Thls Dlvlne Being the creator

sonry ln hls character as the Great Master Bullder

of the Worlds and IB hence masonlcally addressed

as the GRAND ARCHITECT or 'run UNIVERSE *

But consequent on a behef ln hlm, and mdeed

mseparably connected wlth It 1° a behef ID a

resurrectlon to a future hfe Thls doctrine of a

resurrectxon IS also one of the great Landmarks of

the Order and 1ts xmportance and necessxty may be

estlmated from the fact, that almost the whole de-

sxgn of speculatne Masonry, from ltS earliest or1

gm seems to have been to teach thls great doctr1ne

of the rcsurreetlon T
As to any other rehglous doctrmes, Masonry

' Very usually abbtevnatcd thus G A 0 TU

1' Tins our Order is a posutuvc contmdlcuon to the Judaic blindnem md

lnfidehty and tmtmcs our fzuth conceming the resurrectson of the body
Hurcun sou Q :ru qf Masonry p 10I

~
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leaves its candidates to the enjoyment of their own

opinions, whatever they may be.* The word "liber-

tine," which is used in the old Charges, conveyed,
at the time when those Charges were composed, a

meaning somewhat different from that which is now

given to it. Bailey defines ldzcrtinilsm to be "
a

false liberty of belief and manners, which will have

no other dependence but on particular fancy and

passion; a living at large, or according to a per-
son's inclination, without regard to the divine

laws."1' A "religious libertine" is, therefore, a re-

jeetor of all moral responsibility to a superior
power, and may be well supposed to be a denier of

the existence of a Supreme Being and of a future

life. Such a skeptic is, therefore, by the innate con-

stitution of speculative Masonry, unfit for initiation,
because the object of all Masonic initiation is to

teach these two great truths.

Within n. few years an attempt has been made by
some Grand Lodges to add to these simple, moral,
and religious qualifications, another, which requires
a. belief in the divine authenticity of the Scriptures;

* " Though in ancient times Masons were charged in every country to be

of the religion of that country or nation, whatever it was, yet it is now

thought more expedient only to oblige them to that religion in which all men

agree, leaving their particular opinions to themselves."-Charges of 1722,
No. 1.

1' Universal Elymologioal English Dictionary, anno 1737.

2 In 1820, the Grand Lodge of Ohio reaolved1bat" in the first degrees ol

lasonry, religious tenets shall not be a barrier to the admission or advance

ment of applicants, provided they profess a belief ln God and his holy
word."-I'roceedingsqfG. I. of Ohio, from 1808 lo IR-47 im-lwrioe.

Crlumbus H67, p. 113. And in 1854 it adopted a resolution declaring
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It is much to be .regretted that Masons will some-

times forget the fundamental law of their institu-

tion, and endeavor to add to or to detract from the

perfect integrity of the building, as it was left to

them by their predecessors. Whenever this is done,
the beauty of our temple must suffer. The Land-

marks of Masonry are so perfect that they neither

need nor will permit of the slightest amendment.

Thus in the very instance here referred to, the

fundamental law of Masonry requires only a belief

in the Supreme Architect of the universe, and in a

future life, while it says, with peculiar toleration,
that in all other matters of religious belief, Masons

are only expected to be of that religion in which all

men agree, leaving their particular opinions to

themselves. Under the shelter of this wise pro-

vision, the Christian and the Jew, the Mohammedan

and the Brahmin, are permitted to unite around

our common altar, and Masonry becomes, in practice
as well as in theory, universal. The` truth is, that

Masonry is undoubtedly a religious institution-its

religion being 'of that universal kind in which all

men agree, and which, handed down through a long
succession of ages, from that ancient priesthood who

" that Masonry, as we have received it from our tsthers, teaches the divine

authenticity ol' the Holy Scriptures."-Proc. G. L., Ohio, 1854, p. 72.

Cummenting on this resolution, the Committee of Correspondence of the

G. L. of Alabama say:
" That some Masons may teach the divine authen-

ticity of the Holy Scriptures, is true, because some Masons are Christians;
but Masonry does nothing of the sort, but leaves every man to his own

opinion upon that subject, as lt does upon his politics, his religion, his pro
hsion."-Proc. G. L. Ala., 1855, p. 67.
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first taught it, embraces the great tenets of the exist-

ence of God and the immortality of the soul-

tenets which, by its peculiar symbolic language, it

has preserved from its foundation, and still con-

tinues, in the same beautiful way, to teach. Beyond
this, for its religious faith, we must not and can-

not go.
It may, then, I think, be laid down as good Ma-

sonic law, with respect to the moral and religions
qualifications of candidates, that they are required
to be men of good moral character, believing in the

existence of God and in a future state. These are

all the moral qualihcations that can be demanded,
but each of them is essential.

Physical Qualifications.
The physical qualifications of a candidate are re-

peatedly alluded to in the ancient Charges and

Constitutions; and may be considered under the

three heads of Sex, Age, and Bodily Conformation.

1. As to Sem.-It is an unquestionable Landmark

of the Order, and the very first pre-requisite to ini-

tiation, that the candidate shall be "
a. man." This

of course prohibits the initiation of a woman. This

Landmark arises from the peculiar nature of our

speculative science as connected with an operative
art. Speculative Masonry is but the application of

operative Masonry to moral and intellectual pur~

poses. Our predecessors wrought, according to the

traditions of the Order, at the construction of a ma-
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terial temple, while we are enggcd in the erection

of a spiritual edifice-the temple of the mind.

They employed their implements for merely me-

chanical purposes ; we use them symbolically, with

a more exalted design. Thus it is that in all our

emblems, our language, and our rites, there is a

beautiful exempliiication and application of the

rules of operative Masonry to a spiritual purpose.
And as it is evident that King Solomon employed
in the construction of his temple only hale and

hearty men and cunning workmen, so our Lodges,
in imitation of that great exemplar, demand, as an

indispensable requisite to initiation into our myste
ries, that the candidate shall be cv. fm:-n, capable of

performing such work as the Master shall assign
him. This is, therefore, the origin of the Land-

mark which prohibits the initiation of females.

2. As to Age.-The ancient Regulations do not

express any determinate number of years at the

expiration of which a candidate becomes legally en-

titled to apply for admission. The language used

is, that he must be of " mature and discreet age."*
But the usage of the Craft has differed in various

countries as to the construction of the time when

this period of maturity and discretion is supposed
to have arrived. The sixth of the Regulations,
adopted in 1663, prescribes that "

no person shall be

accepted unless he be twenty-one years old, or

more ;" but the subsequent Regulations are less ex-

"'Thepem1nsad|ni1:t»:d membersofalndgemnstbe . . . _

d`matuma.r=rldisc|~eetage."-Chargesqf1722,iii.

5
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plieit. At Frankfort-on-the-Maine, the age required
is twenty ; in the Lodges of Switzerland, it has

been fixed at twenty~one. The Grand Lodge of

Hanover prescribes the age of twenty-five, but per-
mi~ts the son of a Mason to be admitted at eighteen*
The Grand Lodge of Hamburg decrees that the

lawful age for initiation shall be that which in any

country has been determined by the laws of the

land to be the age of majority# The Grand Orient

of France requires the candidate to be twenty-one,
unless he be the son of a Mason, who has performed
some important service to the Order, or unless he

be a young man who has served six months in the

army, when the initiation may take place at the

age of eighteen. In Prussia the required age is

twenty-five. In England it is twenty-one, except in

eases where a dispensation has been granted for an

zarlier age by the Grand or Provincial Grand Mas-

ter. In Ireland the age must be twenty-one, except
in eases of dispensation granted by the Grand Mas-

ter or Grand Lodge. In the United States, the

usage is general that the candidate shall not be less

than twenty-one years of age at the time of his ini-

tiation, and no dispensation can issue for conferring
the degrees at an earlier period.

This variety in the laws relating to this subject
conclusively proves that the precise age has never

been determined by any Landmark of the Order

' Ststuten der Grossloge des Kbuigreichs Hanover, 1839, § 222.

1 Constitutions Buch der Gromen Loge zu Hamburg, 1845, § 459
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'1'he design and nature of the institution must in

this case be our only guide. The speculative charac-

ter of the society requires that none shall be admit-

ted to its mysteries except those who have reached

maturity and discretion; but it is competent for

any Grand Lodge to determine for itself what shall

be considered to be that age of maturity. Perhaps
the best regulation is that adopted by the Grand

Lodge of Hamburg. Hence the Masons of this

country have very wisely conformed to the pro-
visions of the law on this subject, which prevail in

all the States, and have 'made the age of twenty-
one* the legal one for candidates applying for

admission.

"An old man in his dotage" is, like "a young
man under age," equally incapable of initiation.
The reason in both cases is the same. There is an

absence of that maturity of intellect which is re-

quired for the comprehension of our mysteries. In

one instance the fruit is still green ; in the other, it

has ripened and rotted, and is ready to fall from the

tree. Dotage may be technically defined to be an

impotence of body as well as of mind, from excess-

ive old age. It is marked by childish desires and

pursuits, a loss of judgment and memory, and a

senseless and unconnected garrulity of speech. No

precise age can be fixed to which these intellectual

deficiencies belong. They appear earlier in some

mental constitutions than they do in others. The

' Twcntyone is the nge of majority prescribed hy the civil law.
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Lodge must determine for itself as to whether the

candidate comes within the limits of the objection
based upon his dotage. Fortunately, it is rarely
that a Lodge or its committee will be called upon
to decide such questions. Old men in their dotage
are not usually candidates for Masonic initiation.

And however old an applicant may be, if he is in

the possession of his healthy mental faculties, his

age alone will constitute no disqualification. It is

not the number of his years, but their efect on his

mind, that is to be the subject of investigation.
3. As to Bodily Conformation.-There is no part

of Masonic jurisprudence which has giver. greater
occasion to discussion in recent years than that

which refers to the bodily conformation which is

required of the candidate. While some give a

strict interpretation to the language of the ancient

Constitutions, and rigorously demand the utmost

perfection of limbs and members, there are others,
more lax in their construction, who reject only such

as are from natural deformity or subsequent injury,
unable to perform the work of speculative Ma-

sonry. In a controversy of this kind, the only
way to settle the question is, to make a careful

and impartial examination of the authorities on

which the law which relates to physical conforma-

tion is founded.

The first written law that we find on this subject
is contained in the fifth article of the Gothic Con

stitutions, adopted at York, in the year 926, and is

in these words :
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" A candidate must be without blemish, and have the full

and proper use of his limbs; for a maimed man can do the

Craft no good."

The next enactment is to be found in the Regula-
tions of 1663, under the Grand Mastership of the

Earl of St. Albans, and is in these words :

" No person hereafter shall be accepted a Freemason but

such as are of able body."

The next Regulation, in order of time, is that

contained in "The Ancient Charges at Makings,"
adopted about the year 1686, the manuscript of

which was in the possession of the Lodge of Anti-
quity at London. It is still more explicit than

those which preceded it, and is in the following
language:

" That he that be made be able in all degrees ; that is, free

bom, of a good kindred, true, and no bondsman; and that

he have his right limbs as a man cught to have."

* As this is a matter of great importance, I append the original laagnagv
of this article of the Gothic, or Old York Oomtltutions, as published by Mr.

Halliwell:

"Themaysterschalno¢,foruovaatage,
Make no prentas that ys outmge;
Hytystomsne,as3emowehere,
That he have hys lymes hole alle y-fem ;
To the craft hyt were gre! scheme,
Tomakeanhaltmonandalame;
For an unparfyt mon of suche blod,
Schnlde do the cralt but lytnl grad.
Thus 3e mowe lmowe everychon,
The oral! wolde have a myjhty man;
A maymed mon he hath no my3ht,
3e more hyt lmowe long 3er ny3hL"
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And lastly, similar declarations, with respect tn

physical ability, are made in the Charges approved
in 1722, which are as follows :

" No Master should take an Apprentice unless he has suii

iicient employment for him, and unless he be a perfect youth,
having no maim or defect in his body that may render him

uncapahle of leaming the art of serving his Master's lord,
and of being made a Brother," &c.

So far, then, the ancient Written Law of Masonry
seems undoubtedly to have contemplated the neces-

sity of perfection in the physical conformation of

candidates, and the inadmissibility of all who had

any defect of limb or member. In the early part
of the last century, this opinion must have generally
prevailed among the Craft; for, in the second edi

tion of the Book of Constitutions, which was edited

by Dr. Anderson, and, after perusal, approved odi-

eially by such Masons as Desaguliers, Cowper and

Payne, the language of the first edition was so

altered as to leave no doubt of the construction that

the brethren at that time put upon the clause relat-

ing to physical qualifications. The Charge in this

second edition is in the following unmistakable

words :

" The men made Masons must be free bom, (or no bond-

men,) of mature age and of good report, hail and sound, nd

defm-:ned or dismembered at the time of their making."

When the schism took place in the Grand Lodge
of England, in 1739, the Athol, or Ancient Masons,
as they :alled themselves, adopted this construction
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of the law, as is evident from the fact that, in their

Book of Constitutions, which they published under

the title of the " Ahiman Rezon," they incorporated
this Charge, vord for word, from Anderson's eni-

tion of 1738.*

From that time until very recently, the same

rigid interpretation has been given to the law of

physical qualifications, as willappcar [rom the fol-

lowing analysis of Grand Lodge decisions.

The " Ahiman Rezon" of the Grand Lodge of

Pennsylvaliia, published in 1783, adopts the precise
language of Andcrson's second edition, and there-

fore requires the candidates to be " hale and sound,
not deformed or dismcmbered at the time of their

making."+ f

The same language is used in the "Ahiman Re-

zon" of North Carolina. and Tennessee, published in

the year 1805.1

° See Di-:mrrrr'r's " Ahiman Rezofn, or a Help lo all that are or would

be Free and Acvrpled Maso'n.s." Lond. 1778, p. 29. Of course this work,
emanating from a body now acknowledged to have been irregular, can have

no authority in Masonic law. I quote it, however, to show what was thc

general feeling of the Fmtemity, of both sidemon this subject of physical
qualitlcations. There was here, at least, no diiferenw of opinion.

1' The Ahiman Rezon, abridged and digexted, &c. Published by order

of the Grand lodge of Pennsylvania. By Wiauu Sll1'K,D.D. Phila.,
1133, p. ze.

1 The Ahiman Reum and Dfasonie Ritual. Published by order of the

Grand Lodge of North Carolina and Tennessee. Newhem, 11405. p. IR. It

B, ln fact, a quotation, and so marked, either from Anden1on'a second ed.i~

tion, or from Dermott. But the same Grand Lodge, in 1951, adopted A

qualifying explanation, which admitted maimed or dirfmembered candidates,

provided their loss or lntirmity would not prevent them from making lb!

prodciency in Masonry,
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The "Ahiman Rezon" of South Carolina, pub-
lished in 1807, is still more rigorous in its phrasco-
logy, and requires that "every person desiring
admission must be upright in body, not deformed or

dismembered at the time of making, but of hale and

entire limbs, as a man ought to be."* It is true

that the Grand Lodge which issued this work was,

at the time, an Athol Grand Lodge ; but the subse-

quent editions of the work, published after the

Grand Lodge of South Carolina had become regu-

lar, in 1822 and 1852, retain the same lanwaged'
and the law has always been rigidly enforced in

that jurisdiction.
The more recent opinions of a great number of

modern Grand Lodges, or of the enlightened Masons

who have composed their Committees on Corres-

pondence, concur in the decision that the candidate

for Masonry must be perfect and sound in all his

limhs.

The Grand Lodge of Missouri, in 1823, unani-

mously adopted the report of a committee of that

hody, which required, as a physical qualification of

candidates for initiation, that they should be "sound

in mind and all their lIl(`$Il1l)Cl"S;" and at the same

time a resolution was enacted, declaring that " the

Grand Lodge cannot grant a letter of dispensation

* An Ahiman Rvzon, Gu' the use of the GI-and Lodge of Booth Oarolim.

By Bro. }-'urznicnicx Dunno, M. n. Clxnrlestnn, lR07, p. 17.

1 The Ahimrm Rvmn, m' Book of Cmwlilulinns of the Gmnd Lodge rl

Ancient Frcemasnm of South Carolina. Edited by AI.umv.1~ G. Mscmnr

lt. n. Clmrleston. lR52, n. 57.

 i______
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to a subordinate Lodge, working under its jurisdic
tion, to initiate any person maimed, disabled, or

wanting the qualifications established by ancient

usage.*
The Committee of Correspondence of the Grand

Lodge of Georgia, in 1848, made this candid ad-

mission :
" The conviction has been forced upon our

minds, even against our wills, that we depart from

the ancient Landmarks and usages of Masonry
whenever we admit an individual wanting in one

of the human senses, or who is in any particular
maimed or deformed."+

In 1846, the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge
of Indiana, in eautioning his brethren against the

laxity with which the regulations relating to physi-
cal and other qualihcations were sometimes inter-

preted, remarked as followss "Let not any one

who has not all the qualifications required by our

Constitutions and Regulations, be admitted. Seo

that they are perfect men in body and mind."I
The Grand Lodge of Maryland, in 1848, adopted

a resolution requiring its subordinates, in the initia-

tion of candidates,
" to adhere to the ancient law,

(as laid down in our printed books,) which says he

shall be of entire limbs."§
The Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of New

Jersey, (Bro. John P. Lewis,) in his annual address,

' Proceedings G. L. of Missouri, 1828, p. 5.

1* Prowedlngs G. L. of Georgia, 1848, p. 36.

1 Proceeding G. L. of Ind., 1846.

Q Proceedings G. L. of Md., Nov., 1848,

5*
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in 1849, made the following very pertinent remarks

on this subject :

" I received from the Lodge at Ashley a petition to initiate

into our Order a gentleman of high respectability, who un-

fortunately has been maimed. I refused my assent. . . .

I have also refused n similar request from the Lodge of which

I am a member. The fact that the most distinguished Ma-

sonic body on earth has lecently removed one of the Land-

marks, should teach us to be careful how we touch those

ancient boundaries."*

The Grand Lodge of Florida, at one time, was

disposed to permit the initiation of maimed candi-

dates, with certain restrictions, and accordingly
adopted a provision in its constitution to that effect ;

but subsequently, to borrow the language of Bro. T.

Brown, the Grand Master,
"

more mature reflection

and more light reflected from our sister Grand

Lodges, caused it to be stricken from our consti-

tution."T
On the other hand, there appears to be among

some Masons a strong disposition to lay aside the

ancient Regulation, or at least so to qualify it as to

take from it all its distinctive signiiication, and, by
a qualification of the clause, to admit maimed or de-

formed persons, provided that their maim or dc

formity be not of such a grievous nature as to

prevent them from complying with all the requisi-

' Proceedings G.L. of N. J., 1849. In the last sentence, he alludes to

the Grand Lodge of England, which substituted the word " free" for " fren

born" in the old C narges.

1 Proc. G. L ol Fla. Addrem of Grand Master Brown.
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tions of the Masonic ritual.* This tendency to a

manifest innovation arose from a mistaken view

that the present system of speculative Masonry is

founded on one that was formerly altogether opera-
tive in its character; and that as the physical
qualifications originally referred solely to operative
Masons, they could not be expected now to apply
to the disciples of an entirely speculative science.

This opinion, erroneous as it is, has been very
well set forth by the Committee of Correspondence
of the Grand Lodge of North Carolina, in the fol-

lowing language :

" "'hen Masonry was an operative institution-when her

members were a fraternity of working men-monopolizing
the arcbiteeture_of the world, it was improper to introduce

into the Fraternity any who were defective in limb or mem-

ber; for such impcrfection would have prevented them from

performing the duties of operative Masons. In process of

time, the operative feature gave place to the speculative, when

the reason for excluding maimed candidates no longer exist-

ing, there was no impropriety in receiving them, provided
their deformity, maim or infirmity, was not of sneh a nature

as to prevent them from studying and appreciating specula-
tive Masonry."f

Again : in a similar spirit of lax observance, and

with the same mistaken views of the origin of the

" Tlms the Constitution of the Grand Lodge of Ohio says: " When the

physical disabilities of a candidate ure not such ru to prevent him from being
luitiatcd into the several degreu and mysteries of Flf8IIlSOIl|`y, his admis-

sion shall not he constmed an infringement of the ancient Landinarks; but,
on the contrary, will be perfectly consistent with the spirit of the institution!

--17th Regulation.

1' Proc. G. I I of N. C., 1849. Report of Com.of Corrcsn., p. 104
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institution, the Committee of the Grand Lodge of

Mississippi, in 1845, made the following remarks :

"Masonry originated in an age of the world comparatively
rude and barbarous, at a time when strength of body was

more valued than vigor of intellect. It was instituted by an

association of men united together for the prosecution of

physical labors. But even at this early period, their ties and

obligations were fraternal. This made them solieitous to

exclude from the Fraternity all who were likely to become

burdensome, rather than useful, and consequently to require
that initiates should be whole in body as well as sound in

mind. But the world has changed, and Masonry has changed
A subsistence is now more easily obtained by mental endow-

ments than by physical perfection. This institution has now

become speculative and moral : it has entirely lost its opera-

tive character. The reason for requiring bodily perfection
in candidates has ceased to exist."1'

`

This supposed change of our institution from an

entirely operative to an entirely speculative charac

ter-a supposition that has no foundation in history
or tradition-appears to be the only reason that

has ever been urged for the abrogation of an ancient

law, and the abandonment of an universal usage.
The argument has been repeatedly answered and

overthrown by distinguished Masonic writers, but

never more ably than by Bro. Yates, of New York.

and by Bro. Rockwell, of Georgia.
Bro. Giles F. Yates, as Chairman of a Special

Committee of the Grand Lodge of New York,
makes the following admirable remarks on the pro-

f Proc. G. L. of Miss., 1845, p. 54. Report of Special Corn. The report
was agreed to.
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positions emanating from the Committee of the

Grand Lodge of Mississippi :

`

"

Freemasonry, in its original institution, was not ' formed

by an association of men exclusively for the prosecution of

physical labors." It has always been speculative and moral.

The secret societies of antiquity, from which we can trace a

lineal descent, were not devoted exclusively to the physical
labors attendant upon the erection of buildings, whether of

wood or stone. They were the depositories of other arts

and sciences besides architecture. They moreover taught
sublime truths and duties towards God and regarding the

world to come, as well as towards our neighbors, and tho
' brothers of the mystic t'ie.' Our ancient brethren were, in

etfect, more eminently speculative or spiritual than operative
or practical Masons. Those take too contracted a view of

the subject who infer that, because in the sixteenth century
and previous, the York architects in England were the al-

most exclusive conservutors of certain essentials in our mys-

teries ; therefore the reason of the law in question had

reference in olden times to operative Masons only. The ra-

tionale of the law, excluding persons physically imperfect
and deformed, lies deeper, and is more ancient than the

source ascribed to it. It is grounded on a principle recog-

nized in the earliest ages of the world, and will be found

identical with that which obtained among the ancient Jews.

In this respect the Levitical law was the same as the Masonic,
which would not allow any

' to go in unto tho veil' who had

a blemish-a blind man, or a lame, or a man that was broken

footed or broken handed, or a dwarf," &:c.*

In the proceedings of the Grand Lodge of

Georgia, for the year 1852, is to be found an able

report, by Bro. W. S. Rockwell, then the Chairman

* Pmc. G. L. of N. Y., 1848, p. 37.
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of the Committee of Correspondence, in which he

discusses the question of the admission of maimed

candidates. After tracing the existence of this law

to remote antiquity, and finding it in the Egyptian
and Mosaic rites, he proceeds to discuss its symbolic
meaning in thc following language :

" Aside from the argument derived from the letter of the

law, its relaxation destroys. in an eminent degree, the sym-
bolieal relation of the Mason to his Order. The writer of

these views has often had occasion to note the consistent

harmony of the entire ritual of the Craft in considering the

esoteric signitication of its expressive symbols. Ve teach

the neophyte that the wonderful structure which rose by the

command of Solomon to be the visible dwelling place of the

God of Israel, was built 'without the sound of axe or ham-

mer, or other tool of iron being heard in the buildingf wooden

instruments alone being used to tix the stones, of which it

was constructed, in their proper place.
' Slone and roak,' says

Portal, 'on account of the hardness and the use to which

they were put, became (among the Egyptians) the symbol
of a firm and stable foundation. Relying on the interpreta-
tion of the Hebrew, by one of the most celebrated Hebrew

scholars of Germany, we shall consider the stone as the sym-
bol of faith and truth. Precious stones in the Bible expressly
bear the signitication of Tradh. Of this the Apocalypse
lnrnishes many examples. The monuments of Egypt call

precious stones the hard stones of truth. By contrast to the

signilication of truih and fail/1, the stone also received, in

Egypt and the Bible, the sigiilication of error and impiety,
and was dedicated among the Egyptians to the Infernal

Spirit, the author of all falsehood. The stone specially con-

secrated to Seth or Typhon, the Infernal Deity, was the cu!

stone ; and this species of stone received, in the language of

the monuments, the name of Seth (Satan). The symbol of

Truth was the hard stone ; that of Error, the sq/T stone. which
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could be cut.' The same symbolism appears to have existed

among the Hebrews: ' If thou wilt make me an altar of stone,
thou shalt not build it of hewn xo'/ze,' was the command of

Jehovah ;
' for if thou lift thy tool upon it, thou hast polluted

it.' (Ex. xx. 25.) 'Thou shalt build the altar of the Lord

thy God of whole stones! (Dent. xxvii. 4.) That is, unhewn

stones, and of whole stones, (literally perfect stones), trans-

lated in our vcrsion,'of stones made ready before it was

brought thither,' did Solomon build the Holy of Ilolies. It

was eminently proper that a temple erected for tho worship
of the Goo of Taura, the unchangeable I Ax, should be con-

structed of whole stones, perfect stones, the universally
recognized symbols of this his great and constant attribute.

The symbolic relation of each member of the Order to its

mystic temple, forbids the idea that its constituent portions,
its living stones, should be less perfect, or less a type of

their great original,than the inanimate material which formed

the earthly dwelling place of the God of their adoration.

We, the successors of those who received their initiatory
rites at the hands of Moses and Solomon,received also, with

this inestimable inheritance, the same symbols, and with the

same expressive signilication.
" Enough has been said to show at how remote a period in

the history of Masonry this important Landmark was erected.

Can man, in his short-sighted notions of convenience, vary
its meaning T-can a Mason, the solemnly installed Master of

a Lodge of his brethren and equals, consistent with the obli-

gations he has voluntarily imposed upon himself, remove it

from its place ?"*

With this thorough view of the historical and

symbolical reasons upon which the ancient usage is

founded, it is astonishing that any Grand Lodge
should have declared that when the maim or defect

' Proc G. T- 0fGeo..l852.
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IS not such as to prevent the candidate from corn-

plying with the ritual ceremonies of Masonry, lic

may be initiated.* No such qualifying clause is to

be found in any of the old Constitutions. Such a

liberal interpretation would give entrance in many

Lodges to candidates who, though perhaps in pos-
session of their legs and arms, would still be marked

with some other of those blemishes and deformities

which are expressly enumerated by Moses as causes

of exclusion from the priesthood, and would thus

utterly subvert the whole symbolism of the lawxi
It cannot be obeyed in a half way manner. If ob-

served at all, (and the omission to observe it would

be an innovation,) it must be complied with to the

letter. In the language of Dr. Clarke, a portion
of whose remarks have been quoted by Bro. Rock-

well, the law excluding a man having any blemishes

or deformities, is " founded on reason, propriety,

' Thus, Bro. H. W. Wnurn, the D. G. M. of the Grand Lodge nf Minis

srppl in 1845, says :
" We may safely conclude that n loss or partial depriva-

tion of those physical organs which minister alone to the action of the body,
do not disqualify; but that the loss of those upon which the mind depends
for its ideas of external objects, certainly would."-Proc. G. L. qf Miss.,
1845, p. 12. I quote this very singular opinion simply to show into what in-

extricable confusion wearelilrelytobe led,t.be instnntwe begin tornake a

compromise between the stem dictates of the law and the loose interprets-
tions of expedlency. Under this construction rr deaf man could not be initia-

ted, but one with both legs amputated at the hip joint could.

1' " We consider thh construction altogether gratuitous,and a grave olgieo-
tiou to it is its indefinltencss for all practical purposes. If the interpretation
be correct, it may pertinently be asked, what degree of disability must he

established-a quarter, half, threefourths, or total? There is no such ooo

dition orproviso tnthe rulein questionlald down in theBookot`Cunstitu

tions."--Gu.:-J F. YA-rss, Special Rqaort to G. L. ofN 11, 1845, p. 37
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common sense, and absolute necessity." Moreover,
in Masonry, it is founded on the Landmarks, and is

illustrative of the symbolism of the Order, and

will, therefore, admit of no qualitications. The

candidate for initiation " must," to use the language
of the Gothic Constitutions of 926, "be without

blemish, and have the full and proper use of his

limbs.

It is usual, in the most correct rituals of the third

degree, especially to name eunuchs, as being incap-
able of initiation. In none of the old Constitutions

and Charges is this class of persons alluded to by
name, although of course they are comprehended
in the general prohibition against making persons
who have any blemish or maim. However, in the

Charges which were published by Dr. Anderson, in

his second edition, they are included in the list of

prohibited candidates* It is probable from this

that at that time it was usual to name them in the

point of the OB. referred to; and this presump-
tion derives strength from the fact that Dermott, in

copying his Charges from those of Andcrson's

second edition, added a note complaining of the
" modems" for having disregarded this ancient law,
in at least one instance.+ The question is, how-

H

' " The men nude Masons must be free bom, (or no bondmen,) ofmnturo

nge, and of good report, hale and sound, not dcfonncd or dhsmembered at

the time of their making. But no woman, no eu||uch."-Axnansox, secrpd
edition, p. 144. The Grand lndge of New York him incorporated this clause

into its Constitution: § B, par. 9. It is also foimd in the " Ahiman Revlon"

of South Caroliua,and some other States.

G Duuiorrsayalnthenote referredto: ' Thisisstillthelawofnnden'
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ever, not worth discussion, except as a matter of

ritual histcry, since the legal principle is already
-_leterrnincd that eunuchs cannot be initiated because

they are not perfect men,
"

having no maim or de~

feet in their bodies."

_

llfental Qualifications.
The ancient Constitutions are silent, except per-

haps by implication, on tnc subject of the mental

qualifications of candidates ; and we are led to our

conclusions simply by a consideration of the charac-

ter of the institution and by the dictates of common

sense, as to who are capable of appreciating the

nature of our system, for they alone, it is to be sup-

posed, are competent to become its disciples. The

question which is lirst to be answered is, what

amount of talent and of mental cultivation are

necessary to qualify a person for initiation ?

Dr. Oliver tells us that Masonry is an order "in

which the pleasing pursuits of science are blended

with morality and virtue on the one hand, and be-

nevolence and charity on the other." And Lawrie

declares that its olgicct is "to inform the minds of

its members by instructing them in the sciences and

useful arts." Smith, Hutchinson, Preston, and other

more recent writers, all concur in giving a scientific

and literary character to the institution.

Masons, though disregarded by our brethren, (I mean our sisters) the mo-

dern Masons, who (some years ago) admitted Signer Slxasoso, the eunuch,
T-md-ci.at one of their Lodges in the Strand, London. And upon a lam

trial at Westminster, it appeared that they admitted a woman called 'lindam
DE- -." ~-Dnuurrr, Ahiman Rewn, p. 29.
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It does not, however, follow from tlns that none

but sclentlfic and literary men are quallhed to be

made Masons lo become a þÿ�I�I�l�2�l�.�o�t ¬�lof M S0lll0

sclence-to acqune the statlon of a
' teachel ln

Israel' lt IS Celllillllly necessary that thele should

be first lald a, foundatlon of plofane lealnlng on

whlch the superstluctule of BIWSOHIC wlsdom IS to

be erected But all Masons cannot expect to leach

thls elevated pomt, wery few aspne to lt and

there must stlll remaln a gl eat lnass of the Flater

nlty who lull be content wlth the nlele rudlments

of our selence But ewcn to these some prepara

tor) educatlon appeals to be ncccs ary A totally

ln the temple of Masonry
The modern Constltutlons of the Grand Lodge

of England are þÿ ¬�X�[�)�l�l�C�l�ton thls subject , fol, lu de-

scrlblng the quallficatlons of a candldate, they say
that 'he should be a lover of the llbel '11 arts and

sclcnces, and must have made some proffress ln one

or other of them Tlns rule, however, It IS well

known IS constantly dlslewlrdcd and men Wltll

out any pretenslons to llberal edueatlon ale con

stantl) lnltlated lll England
In a note to thls clause of the Constltutlon, It IS

added that 'ans lndlvldual who cannot wrlte, IS

consequently þÿ�1�l ¬�l�l�f�"�l�l�)�l�0to be admltted lnto the

Order Thls rule IS perhaps more rlgorously ob

serl ed than the other
,

and yet I have known t few

lnstanccs IH lhlch men lneapable of Wrlllllg nate

been lnltlated And It was ln reference to a fact
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_of this kind that the Grand Lodge of South Caro-

lina, in 1848, declared that though
" there is no in-

junction in the ancient Constitutions prohibiting
the initiation of persons who are unable to read or

write ; yet, as speculative Masonry is a scienti-

tie institution, the Grand Lodge would discourage
the initiation of such candidates as highly inex-

pedient."
It may be said in reply, that in the early days of

Freemasonry, the arts of reading and writing were

not generally disseminated among the masses of the

people, and that in all probability the great Ina-

jority of the Craft were not in possession of those

literary qualifications. But this latter statement is

a gratuitous assumption, of the correctness of which

we have no proof. On the contrary, we tind

throughout all our ancient Regulations, that a dis-

tinction was made by our rulers between the Free-

masons and those who were not free, indicating
that the former were of a superior class ; and may
we not suppose that a rudimentary education formed

a part at least of that claim to superiority 'I Thus,
in the conclusion of the fifth chapter of the Charges,
approved in 1722, it is said :

" No laborer shall be

employed in the common work of Masonry, nor

shall Freemasons work with those who are not free,
without an urgent necessity."

But, exclusive of the written law upon the sub-

_,ect, which perhaps was silent, because it deemed

so evident and uniformly observed a regulation un-

necessary to be writtcei, we are abundantly taught
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by tue nature of the institution, as exemplified in its

ritual, that persons who cannot read and write are

ineligible for initiation. In the first degree, a test

is administered, the offering of which would be

manifestly absurd, if the person to whom it was

offered could neither read nor write; and in the

presentation of the letter G, and all the instructions

on that important symbol, it must be taken for

granted that the candidate who is invested with

them must be acquainted with the nature and power
of letters.

'

Idiots and madmeu, although again the written

law is silent upon the subject, are excluded by the

ritual law from initiation, and this from the evident

reason that the powers of understanding are in the

one instance absent, and in the other perverted, so

that they are both incapable of comprehending the

principles of the institution, and are without any
moral responsibility for a violation or neglect of its

duties.

It has sometimes been mooted as a question,
whether a person, having once been insane, and then

restored to health, is admissible as a candidate.

The reply to the question depends on the fact

whether the patient has been fully restored or not.

If he has, he is no longer insane, and does not come

within the provisions of the law, which looks only
to the present co'dition, mental, physical or moral,
of the candidate. If he has not, and if his apparent
recovery is only what medical men call a lucid in-

terval, then the disease of insanity, although not

11-
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actually evident is still there, but dormant, and the

individual cannot be initiated. This is a matter

the determination of which is so simple, that I

should not have even alluded to it, were it not that

it was once proposed to me as a question of Masonic

law, which the Lodge proposing it had not been

able satisfactorily to solve.

Political Qualmcaafmw.

The political qualitications of candidates are those

which refer to their position in society. To only
one of these do any of the ancient Constitu~

tions allude. We learn from them that the can-

didate for the mysteries of Masonry must be "free

born."

As far back as the year 926, this Regulation was

in force ; for the Old York or Gothic Constitutions,
which were adopted in that year, contain the fol-

lowing as the fourth article :

" The son of a bondman shall not be admitted as an Ap-
prentice, lest, when he is introduced into the Lodge, any of

the brethren should be oifended."

Subsequently, in the Charges approved in 1722, it

is declared that " the persons admitted members of

a Lodge must be free born." And there never has

been any doubt that this was the ancient law and

usage of the Order.

In the ancient Mysteries, which are generally sup

posed to be the prototype of the Masonic institution.
a similar law prevailed ; and no slave, or man hr-rn
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ln slavery, although afterwards manumitted, could

D6 initiated.*

The reason assigned in the old York Constitu-

tions for this Regulation, does not appear to be the

correct one.

_Slaves and persons born in servitude are not

initiated, because, in the first place, as respects
the former class, their servile condition renders

them legally incapable of making a contract; in

the second place, because the admission of slaves

among freemen would be a violation of that social

equality in the Lodge which constitutes one of the

Landmarks of Masonry ; and in the third place, as

respects both classes-the present slave and the

freedman who was born in slavery-because the

servile condition is believed to be necessarily accom-

panied by a degradation of mind and an abasement

of spirit which unfit them to be recipients of the

sublime doctrines of Freemasonry. It is in view

of this theory that Dr. Oliver has remarked, that

"children cannot inherit a free and noble spirit ex-

cept they be born of a. free woman." And the

ancient Greeks, who had much experience with this

class of beings, were of the same opinion ; for they
coined a word, Joukofpswfau, or slave- manners, to desig-
nate any great impropriety of manners, because such

' "The requisites for initiation were, that n man should be 5 free bnm

deniun of the comtry,as well as of irreproachable morals. Hence, neither

slaves nor foreigners could be admitted to the peculiar mysteries of any na-

tiombeeause the doctrines were considered of too much value to bc entrusted

to the custody of those who had no interest in the general wclhre of the

community."-Ouvsn, Landmarltas, vol. l. p. 110.
'
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conduct was supposed to characterize the helots, or

slaves.

But Masonic writers have also given a. less prac-
tical reason, derived from the symbolism of the

Order, for the restriction of the right of initiation

to the free born. It is in this way supposed that

the Regulation alludes to the two sous of Abrahanf-
Isaac, by his wife Sarah, and Ishmael, by his bond-

woman, Hagar. This is the explanation that was

given in the old Prestonian Lectures ;* but I am in-

clined to believe that the practical reason is the

best one. The explanation in the Lectures was de-

rived from the usage, for the latter certainly long
preceded the former.

The Regulations of the Grand Lodge of England
carry this idea of freedom of action to its fullest

extent, and declare that " it is inconsistent with the

principles of Masonry for any Frecmason's Lodge
to be held for the purposes of making, passing, or

raising Masons in any prison or place of contine-

ment." This resolution was adopted in consequence

Jf a Lodge having been held in 1782, in the King's

* Thus theord English Lectures speak of " that grand festival which Abra-

am mndc at the weaning of his son Isaac, when Sarah, seeing Ishmael, tha

son of Hagar, the Egyptian bondwoman, mocking, teazing and perplexing
ber son, (and fearing, if they were brought up together, that Isaac might im-

bibe some of Ishmael's slavish principlern) she remonstrntcd with Abmham

laying,
' Put away this bondwoman and her son, for such shall not inherit

with our free hom! Besides, she well knew, by Divine impimtion, that from

Isu.ac's loins would spring a grmt and mighty people, who would serve the

Lord with freedom, fervency and zeal ; and it is generally remarked, even

atthistime,t.hat themindsof slavesuelessenlightenedthan thosaofthe

he born."
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Bench prison. No such Regulation has ever been

adopted in this country, perhaps because there has

been no occasion for it. The ancient Constitutions

are also silent upon the subject ; but there seems little

reason for doubting the correctness of the sentiment

that Lodges should only be held in places where the

utmost freedom of ingress and egress prevails.
A few years ago, the Grand Lodge of England

undertook to change the language of the old

Charges, and to interpolate the word " free" for
" free born," by which means manumitted slaves, the

children of bondwomen, were rendered eligible for

initiation. This unwarranted innovation, which was

undoubtedly a sacrifice to expediency, has met with

the general condemnation of the Grand Lodges of

this couu try.
We conclude this chapter on the qualifications of

candidates with this summary :-The person who

desires to be made a Mason must be a man*-no

woman nor eunuch ;T free born ;I neither a slave

nor the son of a bondwoman; a believer in God

and a future existence ;§ of moral conduct ;|| capable
of reading and writing ;1I not deformed or dismenx-

bered, but hale and sound in his physical conforma-

tion, having his right limbs, as a man ought to have."

' Chlzges of 1722, Na iii.
A

1* Deduced hom analogy and from Ann|m.soN's second edit., p. 144.

1: Old York Constltutiom, art. 4, and all subsequent Conatih1tiq1.s.

§ Charges of 1722 and Landmarks 19 and 20, anis p. 32.

|| charges of 172z,N<>.m.
`1T Dedmzedfmmiimalohsenanoesmmdthemtnreofuaehistihltllm.
" Regulntirm d 1683, No. ii.

6

i 
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Else lletttian at ¢'llIUfUiIl'S

A CANDIDATE qualified ln the way descrlbed ID

the preceding chapter and belng deslrous of admxsf

sion lnto the Order must apply to the Lodge near-

est to hls place of residence by means of a petltlon
signed bv himself, and recommended by at least two

members of the Lodge to which he applies
This IS the simple statement of the law

,
but

there are several points ID it whlch require further

conslderatlon

In the first place he must applv by written petl

sulliclent The petltxon must be written because lt

is to be preserved by the Secretary in the archives

of the Lodge as an evidence of the fact of appllca
tlon which in the event of a re_]ect1on of the apph
cant or as he 18 more usually called the petitloner
may become of some importance The form of the

petition is also to be attended to I am not of the

opmlon that a oetltlon drawn up in a form differ-

ent from that usually adopted would be liable to

rejection for a want of formality , and yet as ex

perxence has caused a particular form to be adopted.
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it is better and more convenient that that form

should be adhered to. The important and essential

points of the petition are, that it shall declare the

place of residence, the age, and the occupation of

the petitioner! These declarations are made that

the committee to whom the petition is to be re-

ferred for inquiry, may be materially assisted in

their investigations by this identification of the

petitioner.
The petition must be signed in the handwriting

of the petitioner. This appears to be the general
usage, and has the sanction of all ritual writers#
The Grand Lodge of England expressly requires it

to be done,I and assigns, in its Constitutions, as a

necessary deduction from the requisition. that those

* 'Dre form laid dorm by Wan, ln his "I-'reemason's Monitor," is that

\rsuallysdoptedinthlsoountry,and is unulijectionable for brevityand suF

tlciency. It is in tlresewords:
" To the Worshipml Master, Ward and Brethren of-Lodge, No.-

ot' Free and Accepted Masons.
" The petition of the subscriber respectfully sbewetb, that having long

entertained a favorable opinion of your ancient institution, he ls desirous of

being a member thereof, if found worthy.
"His place ofresidenceis-1; his agglyears; hh occupw

um-_ :Simi
H A. B."

1'
" The declaration to be assented to by every candidate previous to inl-

tiation, and to be subscribed by his name at full length."-Prur.s'roN, Or. ed.,

p. 32. " All applications for lnitiatlons should be made by petition in writ.-

lng, signed by we applicant."-Wnn, p. 31. "

Every person ....

shall be proposed by a member,ln writing, whiehshall besigned by the can-

didate."-Dswao, p. 31. " The candidate ..... is required to

sign the following form o( petition."-Dovs, Masonic Tw Book, p. 150.

But lt ls unnecessary to multiply qnotatiom.

$"Hemus¢,pnevloustnhlsinltiation,suhscrlbehlsnama atftrlllengthtc
a declaration."-(lmsliMions Qflhe G. L. q'E'ngland, ed. ISLS, p.§6.
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who cannot write are ineligible for initiation!

Much carelessness, however, exists in relation to

this usage, and it is by no means an uncommon

practice for a member to sign a petition on behalf

and at the request of the petitioner. This practice
is, nevertheless, to be condemned. The signature
should always be made by the applicant himselil

In this way, if there were no other good reason, we

should at least avoid the intrusion of wholly unedu

cated persons into the fraternity.
The petition must be recommended by at least

two members of the Lodge. Preston requires the

signature to be witnessed by one person, (he does

not say whether he must be a member of the Lodge
or not,) and that the candidate must be proposed in

open Lodge by a memberfr Webb says that " the

candidate must be proposed in form, by a member

of the Lodge, and the proposition seconded by
another membcr."1 Cross, whose " Masonic Chart"

gradually superseded that of Webb in this country,
(principally on account of its numerous illustra-

tions, for otherwise it is an inferior work,) says that

a recommendation, the form of which he gives, "is

to be signed by two members of the Lodge,"§ and

he dispenses with the formal proposition. These

gradual changes, none of them, however, substan-

* InanotetotheConstiUutiolm,as aboveclted, it is added: "Anyindh
vidualwhoeannohvrlte ls cousequmtlyineligible to be admitted into the

Order."

1' Panos, " Illustndans," p. 32.

3 Wzn, " Monitor," p. 32. _

$Caosa."Truelluonlc Chart,"p.13.
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tially aiecting the principle, have at last resulted in

the present simpler usage, which is, for two mem-

bers of the Lodge to allix their names to the peti-
tion, as recommendcrs of the applicant.

The application must bc made to the Lodge
nearest the eandidate's place of residence. This is

now the general usage in this country, and may be

considered as Masonic custom by almost universal

consent. It must, however, be acknowledged, that

no express law upon this subject is to be found

either in the Ancient Landmarks or the Old Consti-

tutions, and its positive sanction as a law in any

jurisdiction, must be found in the local enactments

of the Grand Lodge of that jurisdiction. Still

there can be no doubt that expediency and justice to

the Order make such a regulation necessary, be-

cause it is only in the neighborhood of his own resi-

dence that the character of a candidate can be

thoroughly investigated ; and hence, if permitted to

apply for initiation in remote places, there is danger
that unworthy persons might sometimes be intro

duced into the Lodges. Accordingly, many of the

Grand Lodges of America have incorporated such

a regulation into their Constitutions# and of course,

° "SubordinateLodges shall not receive apetitionlbrlnitiattoumanat.
applicant who lives nearer to another Lodge than the one he petitions, with-

out first obtaining the unanimous consent of the other lodge at a regular
meeting."-Grand Lodge ey' Illinois. " No candidate shall be received in

any Lodge but the one nearest bla residence."-G. L. of Ohio. California

requires the applicant to have resided in the state for twelve months, and in

the jurisdiction ofthe Lodge for three months. Nearlyallthe Grand I-'vigrx
have made a atmlhr regulation.
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wherever this has been done, it becomes a positive
law in that jurisdiction.

As a corollary to this last mentioned regulation,
il follows, that a non-resident of a state is not en-

titled, on a temporary visit to that state, to apply
for initiation. But on this point I speak with much

hesitation, for I candidly confess that I [ind no

Landmark nor written law in the Ancient Constitu-

tions which forbids the initiation of non-residents.

Still, as there can be no question that the conferring
of the degrees of Masonry on a stranger is always
inexpedient, and frequently productive of injury
and injustice, by foisting on the Lodges near the

candidate's residence an unworthy and unacceptable
person, whose only opportunity of securing admis-

sion into the Order was by offering himself in a

place where the unworthiness of his character was

unknown, there has consequently been, within the

last few years, a very general disposition among
the Grand Lodges of this country to discountenance

the initiation of non-residents. Many of them have

adopted a specific regulation to this effect, and in

all jurisdictions where this has been done, the law

becomes imperative; for, as the Landmarks are

entirely silent on the subject, the local regulation is

left to the discretion of each jurisdiction.
But a few Grand Lodges have extended their

regulations on this subject to what I cannot but

conceive to be an indefensible limit, and declared,
that residents of their own jurisdiction, who have

thus been initiated in foreign states, shall be



or csnnimnzs. 127

deemed to be illegally or clandestinely made, and

shall not, on their return home, be admitted to the

rights of Masonry, or be recognized as Masons.

This regulation, I have said, is indefensible, be-

cause it is exercising jurisdiction, not simply over

Lodges and Masons, but also over the profane, for

which exercise of jurisdiction there is and can be

no authority. The Grand Lodge of Missouri, for

instance, may declare whom its Lodges may, and

whom they may not initiate, because every Grand

Lodge has supreme jurisdiction over its subordi-

nates ; but it cannot prescribe to a profane that he

shall not be initiated in the State of New York, if

the Grand Lodge of that state permits one of its

subordinates to receive him, because this would be

exercising jurisdiction, not only over a Lodge in

another state, but over persons who are not mem-

bers of the craft. If the Grand Lodge of New

York should permit the initiation of non-residents,
there is no authority to be found in the Landmarks

or Constitutions of the Order under which the

Grand Lodge of Missouri could claim to interfere

with that regulation, or forbid an uninitiated citizen

of St. Louis from repairing to New York and ap-

plying for initiation. Missouri may declare that it

will not initiate the residents of New York, but

it cannot compel New York to adopt a similar

rule.

Well, then, if New York has the power of enact-

ing a law permitting the initiation of non-residents,
or if, which is the same thing, she has enacted no
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law forbidding it, then clearly such initiation is

legal and regular, and the non-residents so made

must everywhere be considered ns regular Masons,
entitled to all the rights and privileges of the fra-

ternity.* The Grand Lodge of Missouri, then, (to
follow up the special reference with which this

argument was commcnced,) cannot, under any color

of law or reason, deny the validity of such making,
or refuse the rights of Masonry to a candidate so

made. How, then, it will be asked, is the evil to

be remedied, when an unworthy person, temporarily
removing from his own home for that very purpose,
shall have applied to a distant Lodge in another

jurisdiction, and which, in ignorance of his true

character, shall have admitted him? The _answer
is plain. On his return to his usual residence, as a

Mason, he comes at once under the jurisdiction of

the nearest Lodge ; and if his unworthiness and im-

morality continues, he may be tried and expelled.
The remedy, it is true, entails the additional trouble

of af trial on the Lodge, but this is a better course

than by declaring his making illegal, to violate the

' A well founded conviction d' the evils which often result from the inltu-

tion of non-residents, has sometimes led to the enunciatiou of doctrines which

cannot be sustained by Masonic Lw. Thus, in 1854, the Committee of Cob

respondeuoe of the Grand Lodge of Michigan recommended the adoption
of a resolution protesting against the pmctice of Indgcs in other jurisdictions,
conferring degrees on persons not residing in their jurisdiction, and instruct-

ing the Lodges in Michigan " to hold no Masonic communication with thou:

who may receive the degrees, in disregard of such protest." The Gmfi

lodge adopted the Iirst and second clauses of this recommendation, but

wisely declined to endorse the third.--Proc. G. L. Qf Mich, 1864 pp
06 A

 ,
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principles of Masonic jluisprudence, and to act dis-

courteously to a neighboring jurisdiction.
It was necessary, for the lucidity of the argument,

and to avoid circumlocution, to refer to particular
Grand Lodges by name. Any others would, for

this þÿ�p�l�1�!�'�p�0�S ¬�,have done just as wcll, and accom-

plished the object intended, or I might have refer-

red to the Grand Lodges of A and B ; but I have

selected those of Missouri and New York from the

historical fact, that a few years ago, this very prin-
ciple was the subject of an animated controversy
between these two highly intelligent bodies.* After

all, as the question is a vexed one, and as thc prac-
tice of' initiating non-residents is liable to great
abuse, it is to be wished that every Grand Lodge
would exercise that power which it rightly pos-

sesses, and forbid its own subordinates to initiate

' The circumstances ol' this case were as follows :-"A resident of St.

Louis, (Mo.,) whose application for initiation had been rejected, was on a

temporary visit to New York in the year 1852, admitted into the Order by
one of the Lodges of that city. This act was received with much disap-
probation by the Masons of Misouri, and the person who had been made in

New York,ou his return to St. Louis, was refused admission into the Lodges.
Phare was considerable discussion of the subject between the parties most

interested, audiutbe prooeedingsoftheGru.nd IndgeofMissourl,forthat
year, there is a well written report emanating from the able pen ot' my
h-iend and brother, the Grand Secretary ol that jurisdiction. In this report,
Bm. Sullivan has contended for me principle, that every Grand Lodge pos-
sesses jurisdiction over notouly the Masons within its geographical limits,
butevenoverall whoare eligibletohe made Masons. TheGrandLodge,
inaccordancewith thereeommendation ofthecommltteemdoptedaresolu-
tlou, declaring that no Lodge, under its jurisdiction, shall recognize, as a reg-
ular made Mason,a resident of the state, who may, during a temporary
absence thereh'om,reeeive the degrees in llasonry without the consent ol

the Lodge,unde whose jurisdiction he may reside '

6*
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non-residents, at least without the recommenda-

tion and permission of the Lodges nearest to their

domicil.

The petition must be read on a regular night of

meeting. This is done that no member may be

taken by surprise, and an unworthy or unacceptable
candidate be thus admitted without his knowledge
or consent. The rule is derived by implication
from the iifth of the Regulations of 1721, which

prescribes that the petition shall lie over for one

month. Now, as it is admitted that a ballot cannot

take place, except at a regular communication of

the Lodge, this will carry back the time of presenta-
tion to the previous regular meeting.

The petition having been once read, cannot be

withdrawn. It must go through the ordeal of in-

vestigation and ballot. This, too, is a regulation
derived from constant and universal usage, rather

than from any expressed statutory provision. The

Ancient Constitutions say nothing on the subject;
but so general has been the custom that it may now

be considered as having the force of an unwritten

law. Many Grand Lodges have, in fact, adopted it

as a specific regulation,* and in others, the practice
~ "Nor than any letter applying for misasm mm the mysteries of our

Order be allowed to be withdrawn wlthouta ballot, or such witlidruwal shall

be considered s rejection, and notice given to the Grand Lodge."-Const 0.

L. of So. Ca., Rule xix. sec. 8. " No petition for initiation or membership
shall be withdrawn, al'er having been refenedto n committee of inquiry."-
(lmst. G. L. of Fla., Art. viii. sec. 7. I doubt, however, the correctness of

lx ending this regulation to petitions of Masons for ahiliation. Such s peti
tion, I think, may be withdmwn at any stage, with the consent of n mqjority
ofthe Lodge. But this subject will be herealler dhcussed.
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is pursued, as it were, by tacit consent. Besides,
the analogy of our speculative institution to an

operative art, gives sanction to the usage. The

candidate for Masonry has always been considered,
symbolically, as material brought up for the build-

ing ofthe temple. Thismaterial must be rejected
or accepted. It cannot be carried elsewhere for

further inspection. The Lodge to which it is first

brought must decide upon its fitness. To With-

draw the petition, would be to prevent the Lodge
from making that decision, and therefore no peti-
tion for initiation, having been once read, can be

withdrawn;* it must go through the necessary forms.

In the next place, the petition must be referred

to a committee, for an investigation into the charac-

ter and the qualifications of the candidate. The

law, derived from tl1e ancient Regulations of 1721,
is explicit, that there shall be an inquiry into the

character of the candidate ; but it is silent as to the

mode in which that inquiry shall be made.+ It

might, it is true, be made by the whole Lodge,
every member considering himself as a member of

the committee of investigation ;I but as this would

* California, like Florida, prohibits the withdrawal only afler the petition
hasbeen reterred macommiwee. Bntassoon as itis read, itbecomes the

property of the Lodge, and from that moment passes out of the control of

the presenter. At no time, I think, alter it has been read, can it be

withdrawn.

1* Seellegulatlomof l72l,art.v.ante.p.6G.

3 In 1855, lt was actually recommended in the Grand Lodge of Virginia
that such A course be adopted,nnd that special wmmittees on the characters

af applicants for initiation being aboli-shed, the Lodge shoull he made a Cum

mittee of tha Whole on every petition nresentcd.
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be a cumbersome method, and one which would

hardly be successful, from the very number of the

inquisitors, and the probability that each member

would depend upon his associates for the perform-
ance of an unpleasant duty, it has been invariably
the custom to refer the subject to a special commit-

tee, consisting generally of three, who are always
chosen by a skillful Master from among those mem-

bers who, from peculiar circumstances, are most

likely to make the inquiry with promptness, cer-

tainty and impartiality.
The petition, thus submitted to a committee, can-

not be acted on until the next regular meeting, at

which time the committee make their report. I say
" at the next regular meeting," meaning thereby
that one month must elapse between the reception
of the petition and the final action of the Lodge.
Some Lodges meet semi-monthly. In this case the

petition cannot be read and referred at one regular
meeting, and final action taken at the next. The

Regulation of 1721 is explicit on this subject, that

previous notice must be given
"

one month before."

The object of this probationary period is, as it is ex-

pressed in the Regulation, that there may be " due

inquiry into the reputation and capacity of the

candidate."
If the report of the committee is unfavorable, the

candidate is at once rejected without ballot. This

usage is founded on the principles of common sense ;

for, as by the Ancient Constitutions, one black ball

is sufficient to reject an application the unfavorable
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report of a. committee must necessarily and by con-

sequence include two unfhvorable votes at least.

It is therefore unnecessary to go into a ballot after

such a report, as it is to be taken for granted that

the brethren who reported imfavorubly would, on a

resort to the ballot, cast their negative votes.

Their report is indeed virtually considered as the

casting of such votes, and the applicant is therefore

at once rejected without a further and unnecessary
ballot.

But if the report of the committee be favorable,
the next step in the process is to proceed to a. bal-

lot. This, however, as it places the applicant in u

new and important position, must be the subject if

a distinct chapter.
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isllettug for Gtanutuatzs.

THE petition of the candidate having been refer-

red to a committee, and that committee having
irported favorably, the next step in the process is

to submit the petition to the members of the Lodge
for their acceptance or rejection. The law upon
which this usage is founded is contained in the sixth

article of the General Regulations of 1721, which

declares that "
no man can be entered a Brother in

any particular Lodge, or admitted a member thereof,
without the unanimous consent of all the members

of the Lodge then present when the candidate is

proposed, and their consent is formally asked by
the Master."*

No peculiar mode of expressing _this opinion is

laid down in any of the ancient Constitutions ;1' on

° A1mxa.sou's Cbnstitulions, tlrst ed., p. 59.

1 Themodeofvotingdrnee tseemto have been prescribedin the Hrs

years after the revival in l7l7. But in 1736, on the 6th April, a new Regu-
ntion, marked in the second edition of the Constitutions es the Fortieth, mm

adopted, in one clause o(which it is declared that " the opinions or votes of

the members we always to be slgnilied by each holding up one ofhls hands,
which uplifted hands tne Gi-and Wardens ere to count, unless the numbers

#hands been unequa. as to render the counting useless." (Axaznsnfs



aannormc Fon cmnrnarns. 135

the contrary, the same sixth article goes on to say
that the members "are to signify their consent o'

dissent in their own prudent way, either virtually
or in form, but with unanimity

" Universal and

uninterrupted usage, however, in thls country, has

required the votes on the application of candldates

to be taken by ballot, which has been very wisely
done, because thereby the secrecy and consequent
independence of election is secured

Before proceeding to any further inquiry into the

laws concerning the ballot It will be proper to

explaln the mode ln which the ballot 18 to be

taken

In some Jurisdictions, it IS the custom for the

Senior Deacon to carry the box containing the bal

lots around the Lodge room, when each ollicer and

member having taken out of it a white and black

ball, it is again carried round emoty, and each

Const. second ed p 178) And although the Regulation was especially en-

acted in reference tothe eouductlng ut' )l8ll|2Q in the Grand Lodge yet lt

seems to have been made of general application m all Lodges hy the con-

cludmg sentence whleh says hor should any other kind of division be

ever Bdll`llWd among Musom." Although according to the general opmmn
of Masonic jurists the regulations adopted after 1722 are not to be con-

mdered as ot' equal authornty with those enacted previous to that penod still

a dderence to the character of the Grand Lodge of England whose Jurnv
diction up to the tume of the promulgation of this I- ortleth Regulanon had

not been seriously impaired the custom of holding up hands has been pmt
tised by a large number ot' Grand Lodges and may be considered as good
Kaaomc usage But this mode of votmg never apphed to the question on the

admission ot' caudldates wlnch has always been hy ballot as evidently up

pears horn a reference to it ln the second edmon of the Book of Const.tu-

bmus (1'l.>8) where It I8 aald and therefore the Grand Masters have

allowed the Lodges to admit amember lfnot above three ballolsare agu nat

hun "
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Brother then deposits the ball of that color which
he prefers-white being always a token of consent,
and black of disscnt. The box is then inspected
by the Master, or by the Master and Wardens, and

the result declared, after which the Deacon again
goes round and collects the remaining balls.

I have always objected to this method, not be-

cause the opinion of the Lodge was not thus as effec-

tually declared as in any other, but because there

seemed to be a want of solemnity in this mode of

performing an important duty. I therefore prefer
the more formal ceremony practised in some other

jurisdictions, and which may be thus described :*

The ballot box, containing two compartments,
one holding a number of black and white balls, and

the other empty, is 'first exhibited to the Junior

Warden, then to the Senior, and afterwards to the

Master, that these oflicers may be satisfied that the

compartment which should be empty is really so.

This compartment is then closed. A hole, however,
in the top of the box communicates with it, which is

for the purpose of permitting the balls deposited by
the voters to be dropped in. The compartment
containing the white and black balls indiscrimi-

nately is left open, and the Senior Deacon, hav-

ing placed the box upon the altar, retires to his

seat.

The roll of members is then called by the Secre~

tary, beginning with the Master ; and as each

* Seethiscenemonydescribed in full in the author's Lericmqf Frou

|hd&)1U1],Bl.1-BGHOL
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Brother's name is called, he advances to the altar,
masonically salutes the East, deposits his ball taken

from the compartment lying open before him
through the hole in the top of the closed compart
ment, and then retires to his seat.*

When all the oilicers and members have voted,
the Senior Deacon takes the box from the altar,and
submits it to the inspection of the Junior and Senior

Wardens and the Master, when, if all the ballots

prove to be white, the box is pronounced
"

clear,"
and the candidate is declared elected. It, however,
there is one black ball only, the box is pronounced
"

foul," and the Master orders a new ballot, which

is done in the same form, because it may be possible
that the negative vote was deposited by mistake or

inadvertencest If, however, on the second ballot,
' " The box is placed on the altar, and the ballot is deposited with the

solemnity ofa Masonic salutltion, that the voters may be impressed with the

sacred and responsible nature of the dnty they are called on to discharge."-
hhcxs¥'s Laicon a_fFremu1sonry, art. Ballot, third ed., p. 54.

1 lu the " Principles of Masonic Law," (p. 200) I had erroneously stxitcd

thst"ifonthesecond scrutlny,oneblackballlsagalnfound,thefaet iam

nouneed bythe llasternrho orders the election to lie over untiltheuext

stated meeting," to enable the opposing Brother to call upon him and

privately state his reasons. Into this grievous error I must have Iallen from

the force of habit,as thlslns long beenthe usage pursued in South Caro

lina. But that it was an inadvertent error, must be apparent from the hct_
that it h a practice contrary to all my stringent notions conceming the

secrecy and independence ofthe ballot, and I have labored, not altogether
without success, in my ovrn jurisdiction, to abrogate the usage. I am con

soled in thecornmission and the acknowledgment of this error by the recol

lcction that even the great Homer sometimes slept. But I cannot agree
with those who deny the propriety of an immediate second ballot, when only
one black hall has been deposited. ln such a ease, the chances of a mistake

from careless or hurried handling of the balls, from an obscurity of light or

from badly prepared balls, are so great, that we owe it to the candidate
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the one black ball again appears, the candidate is

declared by the Master to be rejected. If, on the

iirst ballot, two or more black balls appear, the

candidate is announced as having been rejected.
without the formality of a second ballot.

Three things are to.be observed in the considera-

tion of this subject: 1. The ballot must be unani

mous. 2. It must be independent. 3. It must be

secret.

1. The unanimity of the ballot has the sanction

of the express words of the Regulation of 1721. No

one can be admitted into a Lodge upon his applica-
tion either for membership as a Mason, or for ini-

tiation as a profane,
" without the unanimous consent

of all' the members of that Lodge then present."
This is the true ancient usage. Payne, when he

compiled that Regulation, and presented it in 1721

to the Grand Lodge of England, for its adoption,
would hardly have ventured to propose so stringent
a law for the first time. The Society, under its new

organization, was then in its infancy, and a legis-
lator would have been more likely, if it were left to

his option, to have made a Regulation of so liberal a

character as rather to have given facility than dilii-

culty in the increase of members. But Payne was a

conscientious man. He was directed not to make

new Regulations, but to compile a code from the old

whose character is on trial, that he should lmve all the advantages of this

possibility of mistake. If, however, on the second bidlotnvlxen more care

will of course be taken, a black ball still appeai-s,thf rejection should he

:leilnitely announced without Further rernarka
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Regulatmns, then extant He had no power of en

actment or of change, but simply of compxlatlon *

And therefore, although thxs =ub_)ect of the electron

of candldates IS not referred to ln words m am of

the anelent C0llSlll1ll.l0llS, we hae ewery reason to

suppose that unammlty 1n the chonce was one of the

xmmemorlal usages referred to ln the tltle of th

Reffulatxons of 1721, as the basls on whlch those

Regulatlons were complled
It 18 true that a short time afterwards,1t was

found that thls Reffulatxon was too strmgent for

those I odges wluch probablv were more anxlous to

mcrease thelr numbers than to 1mproe thexr ma

some character an lnfirmlty wlnch IS Stlll found ln

some of our contemporary Lodges-and then to ae

adopted, allowmg any Lodges that deslred the

p!'lVll8g6 to admlt a member, lf there are not more

than three ballots agalnst hlm 1* It mlght be

argued that the words of the new Regulatxon, whxch

are, "to admlt a. member,' while the old Regula
tlon speaks of entering a Brother or admxttmg a

' Hence ln the tatle of those General Regulahons "
we are informed that

Dr Anderson has compared them with and reduced them to the ancient

records and lmmemorlnl uages of the fratermty
" Annxlsov Cbnst. Brut

ed p 68

1' But lt was found mconvement to imnst upon unammity in several cases

And therefore the Grand Masters have allowed the Lodges to admn. a mem

ber mf not aboe three ballots are 8glllS him , though some Lodges deems

no such allowance " Ann Const. second ed p 155 lt seems that thu

pnvnleze was secured not by a xegulahon of the Grand bodze but b) unue

a ne Grand Blasters duspensauun to set nsxde the old law wlnth rt \ll| he

bernll/xr seen, he had no power to do

~.°. 13.)

, , L

u
' ° H ' °

8

D

.

.

B

. .

I

commodate such brethren, a new Regulation was

_ , .

r

l
'I

l

v

.

U
'

'

° *'

#1 r

.
1

`

. , », » ¢

°

1 _
v . . . "

I

._ '.
_.



,_
140 ns1.Lo'r1No Fon csunrnxrm.

member, might seem to indicate that the new privi
lege referred only to the application of Masons for

aiiiliation, and not to the petition of candidates for

initiation. But it is altogether unnecessary to dis-

cuss this argument, since the new Regulation, iirst

published in the second edition of Anderson's Con-

stitutions, in the year 1738, has never been deemed

of any authority as one of the foundations of Ma-

sonic law. It is to be viewed simply, like all the

other Regulations which were adopted after the year

1721, as merely a local law of the Grand Lodge of

England ; and even as such, it was no doubt an in-

fringement of the spirit, if not of the letter, of the

Ancient Constitutions.

Unanimity in the ballot is necessary to secure the

harmony of the Lodge, which may be as seriously
impaired by the admission of a candidate contrary
to the wishes of one member as of three or more ;
for every man has his friends and his influence.

Besides, it is unjust to any member, however humble

he may be, to introduce among his associates one

whose presence might be unpleasant to him, and

whose admission would probably compel him to

withdraw from the meetings, or even altogether
from the Lodge. Neither would any advantage
really accrue to a Lodge by such a forced admis-

sion; for while receiving a new and nntried mem-

ber into its fold, it would be losing an old one.

For these reasons, in this country, except in a few

jurisdictions, the unanimity of the ballot has always
been insisted on ; and it is evident, from what has
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been here sald that any less strmgent Regulation
IS a vxolatxon of the ancxent law and usage

From the fact that the vote whxch IS gxven on

the ballot for a candndate must be one ln whnch the

unanxmous consent of all present IS to he given It

follows that all the members then present are under

an obllgatlon to vote From the discharge of th1s

duty no one can be p0I'lI1ltf/ed to shrlnk And

therefore ln ballotmg on a. petmon every member

as his name 18 called IS bound to come forward and

deposxt elther a whlte or a. black ball No one can

be exempted from the performance of thls respon
sible act except by the unammous consent of the

Lodge, for nf a smgle member were allowed to de

then admltted by the allirmatlve votes of the other ,

such admlssxon would nevertheless not be m com

plxance wxth the words and spmt of the law The

'unanlmous consent of all the members of the Lodge
then present

" would not have been given-one
at least hm mg wlthheld that consent by the non user

of hrs prerogatxve
It follows also from thls new of the Regu

latlon that no Lodge can enact a bylaw wluch

for non payment of dues or other cause should

prohxlnt a member from votmg on the petltlon
of a candxdate * A member may forfelt his

' Iliam¢veryunusmlforIndgesto|ncorporateaRegulationm¢heirby-
laws depriving members who aremorethan one year m arrears fmfn votf

lug As longasthm is interpreted as refernngtoordlmry questions belbre

0eI.odge rrtotlueannuslelectionofdliwn thenean be to olyectknt-1
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right to vote at the election of officers, or other

occasions; but not only cannot be deprived of his

right to ballot on petitions, but is, as we have seen,

compelled to exercise this right, whenever he is

present and a candidate is proposed.
2. Independence of all responsibility is an essen-

tial ingredient in the exercise of the ballot. A

Mason is responsible to no human power for the

vote that he casts on the petition of a candidate.

To his own conscience alone is he to answer for the

motives that have led to the act, and for the act

itselti It is, of course, wrong, in the exercise of this

invaluable right, to be influenced by pique or preju-
dice, or by an adverse vote, to indulge an ungener-
ous feeling. But whether a member is or is not in

fluenced by such motives, or is indulging such

feelings, no one has a right to inquire. No Mason

can be called to an account for the vote that he has

deposited. A Lodge is not entitled indeed to know

how any one of its members has voted. No inquiry
on this subject can be entertained ; no information

can be received.

So anxious is the law to preserve this independ-
ence of the ballot, as the great safeguard of its

purity, that the Grand Lodge, supreme on almost

all other subjects, has no power to interfere in

reference to the ballot for a candidate ; and notwith-

standing that injustice may have been done to an

lt. Butit 1sevident,h°om the course of the argument Ihave pursued, that

vtwouldbeunconstitutioualtoapply such: by~|awto themacnfvoting au

thepetitiunolcandidatesforinitiationoralliliatim.
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upright and excellent man by his rejection, (and
such cases of clear injustice must sometimes occur,)
neither the Grand Lodge nor the Grand Master
can afford any redress, nor can any dispensation be

granted for either reversing the decision of the

Lodge, or for allowing less than a unanimous ballot

to be required. Hence we perceive that thc dis

pensation mentioned in the edition of the Book of

Constitutions for 1738, permitting a candidate to

be admitted with three black balls, was entirely
unconstitutional.

The right of a Lodge, expressed by the unanimous

consent of all the brethren present, to judge of whom

it shall admit to its membership, is called "
an in-

herent privilege," and it is expressly said that it is
"

not subject to a dispensation."* The reason as-

signed for this is one that will suggest itself at once

to any reflective mind, namely, because the members

are themselves the best judges of the particular
reasons for admission or rejection ; and if an objec-
tionable person is thrust upon them, contrary to

their wishes, the harmony of the Lodge may be im-

paired, or even its continuance hazarded.

3. The secrecy of the ballot is as essential to its

perfection as its unanimity or its independence. If

the vote were to be given viva voce, it is impossible
' This provision h found in the latterclmseoftbesixthkegahtiond

1721, and is in these words: " Nor B this inherent privilege subject In a dls

pensatiou, because the members of a particular lodge are the be~t judges
clit; andifafraetinusmembersbould boimpased on them.itmightspoi1
their lnrmony,or hinder their freedom, or even break and diparse the

Longo "-Asn. (bust, flnst ed..p. 59.
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that the improper influences of fear or interest

should not sometimes be exerted, and timid members
be thus induced to vote contrary to the dictates of

their reason and conscience. Hence, to secure this

secrecy and protect the purity of choice, it has

been wisely established as a usage, not only that the

vote shall in these cases be taken by a ballot. but

that there shall be no subsequent discussion of the

subject. Not only has no member a right to in-

quire how his fellows have voted, but it is wholly
out of order for him to explain his own vote. And

the reason of this is evident. If one member has a

right to rise in his place and announce that he de-

posited a white ball, then every other member has

the same right; and in a Lodge of twenty members,
where an application has been rejected by one black

ball, if nineteen members state that they did not

deposit it, the inference is clear that the twentieth

Brother has done so, and thus the secrecy of the

ballot is at once destroyed. The rejection having
been announced from the chair, the Lodge should at

once proceed to other business, and it is the sacred

duty of the presiding oiiicer percmptorily and at

once to check any rising discussion on the subject.
Nothing must be done to impair the inviolable

secrecy of the ballot.

Re-consideration Qf the Ballot.

lt almost always happens. when a. ballot is un-

favorable, that the friends of the applicant are not
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satisfied, and desire a reconsideration, and it some-

times occurs that a motion for that reconsideration

is made. Now, it is a. subject worthy of discussion

how far such a motion is in order, and how such a

re-consideration is to be obtained.
'

I commence with announcing the proposition that

a motion to re-consider an unfavorable ballot is en-

tirely out of order. In the first place, the elements

necessary to bring such a motion within the pro-
visions of Parliamentary rules of order are wanting.
A motion for re-consideration must always be made

by one who has voted in the majority! This is a

wise provision, to prevent time being wasted in re-

peated agitations of the same questions, so that it

shall never be known when a question is done withxl'

But the vote on the petition of a candidate being
by 'secret ballot, in which no member is permitted
to make his vote known, it is, of course, impossible
to know, when the motion for reconsideration is

made, whether the mover was one of the majority
or the minority, and whether therefore he is or is

not entitled, under the Parliamentary rule, to make

sucn a motion. The motion would have to be ruled

out for want of certainty.
But inthe particular case of a. re-consideration

of the ballot, there is another and more strictly

* Thus we tind the following among the rules ofthe United States Senate 1

" When a question has been once made und carried ln the ullinnntive or

negative, it shall be in order for any member ol the majority to move lbr the

re-oonsidemlion tbereoh"-Rum: 20.

f Jxzrvxnsofs Manual, sect. xliii, p. 93

7

_i 
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Masonic rule, which would make such a motion out

of order. To understand the operation of this

second rule, it is necessary to make a preliminary
explanation. The proceedings of a Lodge are of

two kinds-that relating to business, and that relat-

ing to Masonic labor. Now, in all matters purely
of a business character, in which the Lodge assumes

the nature of a mere voluntary association of men,

such, for instance, as the appropriation of the funds,
every member is entitled to a voice in the delibera-

tions, and may make any motion 'relative to the

business in hand, which would not be a violation of

the Parliamentary rules of order which prevail in

all deliberative societies, and of those few other

rules of order which particularly distinguish the

Masonic from any other association or society. But

all matters relating to Masonic labor are under the

exclusive control of the Master. He alone is re-

sponsible to the Grand Lodge for the justice and

excellence of his work, and he alone should there-

fore be permitted to direct it. If the time when

and the manner how labor is to be conducted, be

left to the decision of a majority of the Lodge, then

the Master can no longer he held responsible for

results, in producing which he had, in common with

the other members, only one voice. It is wisely
therefore provided that the labor of thc Lodge shall

be wholly and solely controlled and directed by the.

Master.

Now, the ballot is, on a petition for initiation, a

part of the labor of a Lodge. The candidate may
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be said symbolically to be the material brought up
for the building of the temple. The laws and usages
of Masonry have declared that the whole Lodge
shall unanimously decide whether this material is
"

good and true," and fit for the tools of the work-

men.* But as soon as the Lodge has begun to ex-

ercise its 'judgment on the material thus brought
before it-that is, as soon as it has proceeded to a

ballot on the petition-it has gone into Masonic

labor, and the authority of the Master as the Chief

Builder becomes paramount. He may stay the elec-

tion-he may refuse to sanction it-he may set it.

aside-and against his decision there can be no ap-

peal, except to the Grand Lodge, to which body, of

course, he is responsible, and before which he must

show good reasons for the act that he has done.

From all this, then, it follows that the Master of

the Lodge alone has the power to order a re-con-

sideration of the ballot. If, on the annnneiation of

the result, he is satisfied that an error of inadvert-

ence has occurred, by which, for instance, a black

' But even here the Master may justly interpose his authority, as the

superintendent of the work, and declare that material selected by the Lodge
h untlt, and reject it. Suppose, for instance, that a Lodge should have unani-

mously elected a blind man to receive the degrees, (this is asuppusable case,

for such an election and initiation once took place in Mi=r~sissippi,) will any
Masonic jurist deny the right.-nay more, the duty of the Master tn imerpr-e
and refuse to proceed to initiation? And ln this relbaal he would, ou an

appeal, be undoubtedly supported by the Grand Lodge.
let it be understood, once for all, that when I speak of the powers and

prerogatives of the Master of a Lodge, l always do so with the implicit ru

aervation, that for the abuse of these powers, he is responsible to the Grand

lodge. 'I'hellasterhas,itistrue,tbepowertodowrong,butmt0|e
rlght.
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ball has been deposited, where the deposi tor intended

a white one, or if he supposes it probable or pos-
sible that such an error may have been committed,
or if he has any other equally good reason, he may
order a re-consideration of the ballot. But even

this must be done under restriction, that the re-eon-

sideration is to be ordered at once. If any member

has left the room after the first ballot has been

taken, it would be clearly wrong in the Master to

order a. re-consideration, because it might be that

the party so leaving had been the very one who had

voted for a rejection. Of course it follows, on the

same principle, that the Master would not be justi-
fied in ordering a re-consideration on any subsequent
meeting. The Lodge having been closed, there is

no power in Masonry which can order a. recon-

sideration. The result cannot be affected except by
a new petition.

After what has been previously said, it is hardly
necessary, in conclusion, to add, that neither the

Grand Master nor the Grand Lodge has the power,
under any circumstances whatever, to order a re-

consideration of a ballot. Everything concerning
the admission or rejection of candidates is placed
exclusively in the Lodge. The Regulations of 1721

declare this to be "
an inherent privilege not subje:t

to dispensation."



C H A P T E R I V .

Hhs Gonszquzutes at izfzrtinn.

WHEN a candidate for initiation into the myste-
ries of Freemasonry has been rejected in the manner

described in the last chapter, he is necessarily and

consequently placed in a position towards the fra

ternity which he had not before occupied, and which

position requires some examination.

In the 'first place, there can be no re-consideration

of his application on a mere vote of re-consideration

by the Lodge. This subject has been already su!!

ficiently discussed, and I need only here refer to the

preceding chapter.
In the next place, he can apply to no other Lodge

for initiation. Having been once rejected by a

certain Lodge, he is forever debarred the privilege
of applying to any other for admission. This law

is implicitly derived from the Regulations which

forbid Lodges to interfere with each other's work.
The candidate, as I have already observed, is to be

viewed in our 'speculative system as
" material

brought up for the building of the temple." The
act of investigating the htness or unfitness of that
l
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material, constitutes a part of Masonic labor, and

when a Lodge has commenced that labor, it is con-

sidered discourteous for any other to interfere with

it. This sentiment of courtesy, which is in the true

spirit of Masonry, is frequently inculcated in the

ancient Masonic codes. Thus, in the Gothic Con-

stitutions, it is laid down that "
a Brother shall not

supplant his Fellow in the work;"* the "ancient

Charges at makings," adopted in the time of James

II., also direct that "
no Master or Fellow supplant

others of their work ;"i' and the Charges approved
in s~1722 are still more explicit in directing that

none shall attempt to iinish the work begun by his

Brother.I

'Seea.ntep.45,arL10. 1'Beeantep.51,ar1.2.

1
" None shall discover envy at the prosperity of a Brother, nor supplant

him, or put him out of his work, if be be capable to llnlsh the same; for no

msn can dnlsh nnother's work so much to the lffd's protit, unless he be

thoroughly acqmuinted with the designs and draughts of him that began it."-

Charges Q/' l72Z, ch. v. See ante p. 59. There bus always been a dispo
sition in modem times to evade the stringency ot' ancient laws, and notwith-

standing the warning cry of all in authority, that the portals of our Order

are not sutllclently guarded, the tendency of our modern constitutions is ta

put lhcilities rather than obstacles in tle way of admission. If the ancient

law is not in ahsolute words abrogated, it ts often so construed as to become

a mere dead letter. Thus, ln the Rules and Regulations ofthe Grand Lodge
or ohio, (Proceedings from isos w 1841, lately published, page mg it is

enacted as follows :
" No Lodge shall initiate into the mysteries of the cratt

any person whomsoever, without being tlrst satisded by a test, or otherwise,
that the candidate lms not made application to some other ledge, and been

rejected ; and if lt shall appear that he has been rejected, then the Lodge
mustbe satisfactonly convinced that such rejection has not been on account

of any circumstances that ought to preclude him from the benetlts ot' Ma-

sonry." The drst clause ot' tht-1 Regulation is completely in accordance with

the ancient law ; but the second clause virtually annuls the first. One

lodge is this DlnceI in jnflgruent upon the motives of another; and having
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There is another and more practical reason why
petitions shall not, after rejection, be transferred

to another Lodge. If such a course were admis-

sible, it is evident that nothing would be easier

than for a candidate to apply from Lodge to Lodge,
until at last he might iind one, less careful than

others of the purity of the household, through
whose too willing doors he could find admission into

that Order, from which the justly scrupulous care

of more stringent Lodges had previously rejected
him. It is unnecessary to advert more elaborately
to the manifold evils which would arise from this

rivalry among Lodges, nor to do more than suggest
that it would be a. fertile source of admitting un-

worthy material into the temple. The laws of

Masonry have therefore wisely declared that a can-

didate, having been once rejected, can apply to no

other Lodge for admission, except the one which

had rejected him.*

detennined that the former rejection was not based on satisfactmy grounds,
it proceeds forthwith to admit the rejected candidate. According to this

Regulation, any Lodge may interkre with the work of another Dodge, pre

vided always it will tirst resolve that the said work, in its opinion, was not

well done. Such A Regulation is an incentive to rivalry and contention in

any jurisdiction.
* In 1851, the Committee of Foreign Correspondence ofthe Grand Lodge

of New York presented the Craft with thirty-four maxima of Masonic juris-

prudence, which are distinguished tbr their general legal accuracy. To the

Twenty-ninth, however, I cannot attribute this character. The committee

there assert that " the majority of a Lodge can, at any regular stated meet,-

lng thereof, recommend at rejected candidate for initiation to a neighboring

lndge, which can then initiate him,on a petition and reference, and a nnani.

mous vote." I look in vain through all the Landmarks, images and mnstitu-

tims ot' the Order, for any authority under which a Lodge can assume the
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A candidate who has been rejected may, however,

again apply to the Lodge which has rejected him.

The ancient laws of the Order are entirely silent

as to the time when this new application is to he

made. Some of the Grand Lodges of this country
have enacted local Regulations on this subject, and

decreed that such new application shall not be

made until after the expiration of a definite period.
The Grand Lodge of New York requires a proba-
tion of six months, and some other states have ex-

tended it to a year. In all such cases, the local

Regulation will he of force in the jurisdiction for

which it was enacted. But where there is no such

Regulation, it is competent for the candidate to re-

apply at any subsequent regular communication.

In such a case, however, he must apply by an en-

tirely new petition, which must again be vouched

for and recommended as in the original application,
by the same or other brethren, must be again refer-

red to a committee of inquiry on character, must

lie over for one month, and then be balloted for

precisely as it was before. The treatment of this

prerogative of recommending a candidate, rejected or not, to "
a neighbor

ing Lodge" for initiation. Any Lodge, it is tme,haing elected a candi-

date to receive the degrees,aud being prevented by subsequent circumstances,
such, for instance, as the removal of the candidate, from conferring them,

may request another Lodge to do its work for it; but it is contrary to all the

principles of Masonic jurisprudence fora Lodge to depart from its proper

sphcre,and become the reeomrneuders or vouchers to another Lodge ofa

candidate, and he, too, u rejected one. I will say nothing of the implied in-

sulttothe Lodge to whom the discarded material hi recommended-di_+

car-ded as not being good enough for their own Lodge, but recommended as

Bt enough for the one to which he is sent. The constitution of the Grand

l/edge ot' New York contains ' am happy to say, no such provision.

<i 



or nmscrlox. 153

new petition must be, in all respects, as if no former

petition existed. The nccessary_notice will in this

way be given to all the brethren, and if there are

the same olgjeetions to receiving the candidate as

existed in the former trial, there will be ample op-

portunity for expressing them in the usual way by
the black ball. It may be objected that in this way
a Lodge may be harassed by the repeated petitions
of an importunate candidate. This, it is true, may
sometimes be the case; but this "argumcntum ab

inconvenienti" can be of no weight, since it may be

met by another of equal or greater force, that if it

were not for this provision of a second petition,
many good men who had perhaps been unjustly re-

fused admission, and for which act the Lodge might
naturally feel regret, would be without redress.

Circumstances may occur in which a rejected candi-

date may, on a renewal of his petition, be found

worthy of admission. He may have since reformed

and abandoned the vices which had originally caused

his rejection, or it may be that the Lodge has since

found that it was in error, and in his rejection had

committed an act of injustice. It is wisely pro-

vided, therefore, that to meet such, not infrequent
cases, the candidate is permitted to present a re-

newed petition, and to pass through a second or

even a third and fourth ordeal. If it prove favor-

able in its results, the injustice to him is compen-
sated for; but if it again prove unfavorable, no

evil has been done to the Lodge, and the candidate

is just where he was. before his renewed application.
74
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All that has been here said refers exclusively tu

the petitions of profancs for initiation. The law

which relates to the applications of Master Masons

for admission into a Lodge as members, will be con-

sidered when we come to treat of the rights and

duties of Master Masons.

The subject of balloting, on the applications for

each of the degrees, or the advancement of candi-

dates from a lower to a higher degree, will also be

more appropriately referred to in the succeeding
Book, which will be devoted to the consideration

of the law relating to individual Masons; and more

especially to that part of it which treats of the

rights of Entered Apprentices and Fellow Crafts.
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Mssoxs as mdzvxdual members of our Order are to be

dnstmgmshed, accordmg to the progress they have made,
mto Entered Apprentlces Fellow Crafts Master Masons and

these grades It IB of the nghts and prerogatlves that they

aeqmre and of the 0bllg8l'»l0l1B and dutxes that devolve upon

them as l!ldlVldl18lB who have attamed to these vanous de-

grees that It IB the object of the Thxrd Book of the present
treatxse to mqmra

Past Masters. Symbolic Masonry recognizes nothing beyond
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Qi Entert!! Rpprmticrs

THERE was a tune, and that at no very remote

perxod, when the great body ol' the fratermty was

composed enurely of Entered Apprentlces The

first degree was the only one that was conferred rn

subordinate Lodges, and the Grand Lodge reserved

to ltself the rlght of passlng Fellow Crafts and

ralslng Master Masons * Of course all the busxness

of subordinate Lodges was then nccessarlly trans

acted rn the Entered Appr-entrees degree The

Wardens, It IS true, were requlred to be Fellow

Crafts,1" and the most expert of these was chosen as

the Master ,I but all the other otiices were illed,
* Noprivab Lodgeatl.hishme[l739]hadt.hepowerofpamingorrais-

Ing Masons nor could any Brother be advanced to elther ol' these degrees
but ln the Grand Lodge with the unanimous consent of all the Brethren ln

p.73 Ths1aconllrmedbythe0ld Lawsof theGrand Lodge of England
IIL XIII which ordered that Apprentices must be admltled Fellow Crafts

and Masters only here [m the Grand Lodge]nn1ess by dlspensatlon from the

Gland Master "

1 No Brother-canbea Wardennntllhehaspassedthepartcfafellnw
Grail' cha,-yes qfrm §4

1 The moat expertof the Fellow Craftsmen shall be chosen or appomled
the Master or Overseer of the lords work who ll to be called Master by
lhnse that work under him. lbzd Q 5.

. . ,

ll
'

communication ammbled."-S:n'n1's Ux and Abuse of Freemasonry,
' v

1

.

'

.

_

,,__
,

'



158 or EN1'x-:nan Arranurlcns.

and the business and duties of Masonry were per-

formed, by the Apprentices. But we learn from

Anderson, that on the 22d of November, 1725, a regu-
lation was adopted which permitted the Lodges to

assume the prerogative formerly vested in the Grand

Lodge, of conferring the second and third degrees,
and as soon as this became generally the custom,
Apprentices ceased to constitute the body of the

craft, a position which then began to be occupied
by Master Masons ; and the Apprentices lost by
this change nearly all the rights and prerogatives
which they had originally possessed.

This fact must be constantly borne in mind when-

ever we undertake to discuss the rights of Entered

Apprentices, and to deduce our opinions on the sub-

ject from what is said concerning them in the

ancient Regulations. All that is written of them

in these fundamental laws is so written because

they then constituted the great body of the eraft.*

They were almost the only Masons ; for the Fellow

Crafts and Masters were but the exceptions, and

hence these Regulations refer to them, not so much

* This expression must, however, be taken with some reservation. In the

early part of the eighteenth century, when the speculative element predomi-
navcd in the Order, to the entire exclusion of the operative, Entered Appren-
tiom, tlmt is to say, initiates, or Masons who had taken but one degree,
clearly constituted the body of the cram But at an earlier period, when the

operative was mingled with the speculative character of the institution, the

body ot' the Order were undoubtedly called " Fellows," and would now pro

bably be considered as equivalent to our Fellow Crafts. This subject will

be discussed at length inthe next chapter. It is sulhclent for the present
that we consider the condition ofthe Order at the timeof the revival in 1717,
and for some years afterwards, when Apprentices only composed the primal-
na.l membership of the Lodges.
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as Apprentices, or men of the lowest degree, in con-

tradistinction to those who had been advanced to

higher grades, but simply as the large constituency
of the Masonic fraternity. Hence the Regulations
which on this principle and in this view then ap-

plied to Entered Apprentices, must now be referred

to Master Masons, who have taken their place in the

distribution of the labors, as well as the honors and

prerogatives of the institution. I shall have occa-

sion, before this chapter is concluded, to_apply this

theory in the illustration of several points "of Ma-

sonic law.

In the modern system-the one, that is to say,
which is now practised everywhere-Entered Ap-
prentices are possessed of very few rights, and are

called upon to perform but very few duties. They
are not, strictly speaking, members of a Lodge, are

not required to pay dues, and are not permitted to

speak or vote, or hold any ofiice. Secrecy and

obedience are the only obligations imposed upon

them, while the Masonic axiom,
" audi, vide, tace"--

hear, see, and be silent-is peculiarly appropriate to

them in their present condition in the fraternity.
Our ritual, less changed in this respect than our

Regulations, still speaks of initiating Amarenticcs
and making Masons, as synonymous terms. They
were so, as we have seen, at one time, but they_ cer-

tainly no longer express the same meaning. An

Entered Apprentice is now no more a Mason than

a student of medicine is a physician, or a disciple is

a. philosopher. The Master Masons now constitute
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the body of the craft; and to be, at this day, a

Mason, properly so called. one must have taken the

third degree.*
Hence Apprentices are not entitled to the honors

of Masonic burial,'t nor can they join in paying
those honors to a deceased Master Mason.1 In this

respect they are placed precisely in the Position of

profanes ; and it is a practical proof of what I have

just said, that they are not Masons in the strict

sense and signification of the word. They are

really nothing more than Masonic disciples, permit-
ted only to enter the porch of the temple, but with

no right to penetra.te within its sauctuary.§

' I must not be understood by this expression to deny the Masonic chamo-

ter of Entered Apprentices. In the ordinary and colloquial use ofthe word,
a Mason is one who has been admitted into the Order of Masonry. ln thi

sense an Apprentice is a Mason; he is to he styled, by way of distinction

from the possessors of the succeeding degrees, an
" Entered Apprentice

Mason." But in the more legal and technical employment of the title, s.

Mason is one who is in possession of the rights, privileges and mysteries d'

Masonry. And in this sense an Apprentice is clearly not yet a Mason ; bt!

ls only a neophyte in the incipient stage ot' Masonry. To avoid confusion,
this difference in the colloquial and legal uses of the word must be always
home in mind. We speak carelessly and thmiliarly of s building in the

course of erection as a house, although nothing but the l'rame-worl: may be

there. But really and strictly, it is only a house when completely finished.
and ready for occupation as a place of habitation.

1' " No Mason can be interred with the formalities ofthe Order . . .

unless he has been advanced to the third degree of Masonry. from which ro

striction there can be no exception. Fellow Cralts or Apprentices an not

entitled to the funeral obscquies."-Pnxsros, Or.. edit., p. 89.

2 This is evident from the fact that on such occasions tho Lodge ls re-

quired to be opened in the Masters degree.-See Passros, as above.

§ The position ol' Entered Apprentices in the Order at the present day
tems to be strictly in accordance with our ancient traditions. Thee inform

'rs that the Apprentices were not permitted to pass the portalsolthe templa-



os ssrnnnn Arrnnxricns. 16]

I f this be the case, then it follows clearly that

they are not entitled to Masonic charities or relief.

And so far as regards the pecuniary bencnts of the

Order, we have a. still better reason for this exclu-

sion ; for surely they who have contributed nothing
to the support of thefinstitntion, in the form of con-

tributions or arrears, cannot expect, as a right, to

receive any eleemosynary aid from its funds. The

lesson of charity is, it is true, given in the first de-

gree ; but this is a ritualistic usage, which was estab-

lished at the time when Entered Apprentices were,
as I have already observed, the great body of the

craft ; and were really, by this fact, entitled to the

name of Masons. The lessons taught on this sub~

ject, except in so far -as they are of a general char-

acter, and refer to the virtue of charity simply as a

part of a system of ethics, must be viewed only as

an introductory instruction upon matters that are

afterwards to be practically enforced in the third

degree.
Entered Apprentices formerly had the right of

being present at the communications of the Grand

Lodge, or General Assembly, and taking part in its

deliberations. In faet,it is expressly prescribed, in

the last of the Regulations of 1721, that none of

theséz important laws can be altered, or any new

General Regulations made, until the alteration or

but were occupied in the quarries in fusliioning the nude stones by means of

the guage und gavel, so as to lit them for the use ol' the Fellow (.'mfts. And

lt was not until they had made due prolicieincy and proved themselves worthy
by their obedience and fidelity, that they were permitted tn enter the sacxed

prcfrincts, and to receive xx fuller share of light and imtrnction.
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the new regulation is submitted to all the Brethren,
"

even the youngest Entered Apprentice."* But

this rule is now obsolete, because, being founded on

the fact that Apprentices were then the body of the

craft, and they being no longer so, the reason of the

law having ceased, the law also ceases. Cessante

'rations Zegis, cessat ipsa lem.

Entered Apprentices, however, still have several

rights, in the due exercise of which they are en-

titled to as much protection as the most important
members of the craft. These rights may be briefly
enumerated as follows :

They have aright to sit in the Lodge in which

they were initiated, when it is opened in the first

degree, and to receive all the instructions which ap-

pertain to that degree. This is not a right of

visitation such as is exercised by Master Masons,
because it cannot be extended beyond the Lodge in

which the Apprentice has been initiated. Into that

Lodge, however, whenever opened and working, in

his degree he can claim admittance, as a right ac-

cruing to him from his initiation; but if admitted

into any other Lodge, (the policy of which is doubt-

ful) it can only be by the courtesy of the presiding
otlicer. Formerly, of course, when Apprentices
constituted the body of the fraternity, they pos-
sessed this general right of visitation,'l* but lose it

' See ante p. 79.

1' Of course when the majority of the members of ull Lodges were Appren-
tices. nr, in other words, had received only the first degree. it is evident that

there could have been few nr no vi~<it~1 unmng the craft, if the right were m

ntricted to the possessors of the third degree.
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as soon as Lodges befvan to confer the lmrher de-

grees, and now lt IS conhned to Master osons,

who alone, under modem usage, possess thc ll -ht

of v1s1t

Apprentices have also the rwht to apply for 'ld

vancement to a hxgher de<r1ee Out of the class of

Apprentlccs the Fellow Crafts are made and as

this elwlblhty to promotxon really constxtutes the

most unportant rlffht of this lnfel lor class of our

Brethren, It IS well worthy of careful conslderatxon

Isay then, that the Entered Apprentlee possesses
the rlght of appheatlon to be passed to the degree
of a Fellow Craft He IS ellglble as a candxdate ,

but here this rxght ceases It goes no farther than

nght of petltxon The Apprentlce has ln fact no

more clalm to the second degree than the profane
has to the first It IS a most mlstaken opnmon to

suppose that when a profane IS elected as a candx

date, he 18 elected to recene all the degrees that

can be conferred xn a Sy mhollc Lodge Freemasonry
IS a rlgxd system of probatlon A second step
never can be attalned untxl suiiiclent proof has been

glven ln the precedmg that the candidate lS
"

Worthy
and well quallfied "* A candldate \ ho has reeen ed

the first degree IS no more assured hy thxs receptxon
that he wxll leach the thlrd, than that he will attam

' The Charges of 1422 tell us that all prefcnnent among Mnsolw

gmunded upon real worth and personal mcrlt only and they proceed in

show how by these means alone progress IS to be nmde from the lowest to

the lnghest posmonsm the Order Became p .»7

'
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the Royal Arch. In the very ceremony of :ns re

ception he may have furnished convincing evidence

of his unfitness to proceed further ; and it would be-

come the duty of the Lodge, in that case, to debar

his future progress. A bad Apprentice will make

a worse Master Mason ; for he who cannot comply
with thc comparatively simple requisitions of the

first degree, will certainly be incapable of respond-
ing to the more important duties and obligations of

the third. Hence, on the petition of an Apprentice
to be passed as a Fellow Craft, a ballot should al

ways be taken. This is but in accordance with the

meaning of the word ; for a petition is a prayer for

something which may or may not be refused, and

hence, if the petition is granted, it is ez gratia, or

by the voluntary favor of the Lodge, which, if it

chooses, may withhold its assent. Any other view

of the case would exclude that inherent right which

is declared by the Regulations of 1721 to exist in

every Lodge, of being the best judges of the quali-
iications of its own members*

An Apprentice, then, has the right to apply for

advancement ; but the Lodge in which he was initi-

ated has the correlative right to reject his applica-
tion. And thereby no positive right of any person
is affected; for, by this rejection of the candidate

for advancement, no other injury is done to him

than the disappointment of his expectations. His

character as an Entered Apprentice is not impaired.

* Regulations of 1721, art. vl., ante.p. 66.
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He still possesses all the rights and prerogatives
that he did before, and continues, notwithstanding
the rejection of his application, to be an Apprentice
"in good standing," and entitled, as before, to all

the rights and privileges of a possessor of that

degree.
This subject of the petition of an Apprentice for

advancement involves three questions of great im-

portance : First, how soon, after receiving the first

degree, can he apply for the second? Secondly,
what number of black balls is necessary to consti-

tute a rejection? And thirdly, whatptime must

elapse, after a first rejection, before the Apprentice
can renew his application for advancement ?

1. How soon, after receiving tlwjirst degree, can an

Apprentzke apply for allvanccnwnt to the second?
The necessity of a full comprehension of the mys-
teries of one degree, before any attempt is made to

acquire those of a second, seems to have been

thoroughly appreciated from the earliest times; and

hence the Old York Constitutions of 926 prescribe
that " the Master shall instruct his Apprentice
faithfully, and make him a perfect workman."*

But if there be an obligation on the part of the

Master to instruct his Apprentice, there must be,
of course, a correlative obligation on the part of

the latter to receive and profit by those instructions.

Accordingly, unless this obligation is discharged,
and the Apprentice makes himself acquainted with

' Scemnte p. 45. But it is unnecessary to multiply authorities, as the

rlural of the Hrs! dcgme has always prescribed study and probation.
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the mysteries of the degree that he has already re-

ceived, it is, by general consent, admitted that he

has no right to be intrustcd .with further and more

important information. The modern ritual sustains

this doctrine, by requiring that the candidate, as a

qualification in passing onward, shall have made

"suitable proficiency in the preceding degree."
This is all that the general law prescribes* Suit-

able proficiency must have been attained, and the

period in which that condition will be acquired,
must necessarily depend on the mental capacity of

the candidate. Some men will become proficient
in a shorter time than others, and of this fact the

Master and the Lodge are to be the judges. An

examination should therefore take place in open

Lodge, and a ballot immediately following will ex-

press the opinion of the Lodge on the result of

that examination, and the qualification of the

candidates.

From the diiiiculty with which the second and

third degrees were formerly obtained-a didiculty
dependent on the fact that they were only conferred

in the Grand Lodge-it is evident that Apprentices
must have undergone a long probation before they
had an opportunity of advancement, though the pre-
cise term of the probation was decided by no legal
' Untbrtunately it is too much the usage, when the question is asked

whether the candidate has made suitable pmlicieucy in his preceding degree,
to reply, " auch as time and circumstances would permit." I have un doubt

that this is an innovation originally invented to evade the law, which has al~

ways required a due proficiency. To such n question, no other answer ought
no be given than the positive and tmequivocal one that " be has."
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enactment. Several modern Grand Lodges, how-

ever, looking with disapprobation on the rapidity
with which the degrees are sometimes conferred
upon candidates wholly incompetent, have adopted
special regulations, prescribing a determinate period
of probation for each degree. This, however, is a

local law, to be obeyed only in those jurisdictions
in which it is of force. The general law of Masonry
makes no such determinate provision of time, and

demands only that the candidate shall give evidence

of " suitable proiiciency."*
2. Uflzat number of black balls 1% necessary fo crm-

stfilute a njcction ? Here we are entirely without

the guidance of any express law, as all the Ancient

Constitutions are completely silent upon the subject.
It seems to mc, however, that in the advancement

of an Apprentice, as well as in the election of a

profane, the ballot should be unanimous. This is

strictly in accordance with the principles of Ma-

sonry, which require unanimity in admission, lest

improper persons be intruded, and harmony im-

paired. Greater qualifications are certainly not

required of a profane applying for initiation than

of an Apprentice seeking advancement ; nor can I

see any reason why the test of those qualifications

' The Constitution of the Grand Lodge of England contains the following
provision :

" No Dodge shall confer more than one degree no any Brother on

the some day, nor shall a higher degree be conferred on any Brother at a

less interval than four weeks from his receiving a previous degree, nor until

he has passed an examination in open Indge in that degree." A similar

regulation prevails in many, ifnot most, of the Grand Lodges of the United

States.
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should not be as rigid in the one case as in the

other. I am constrained therefore to believe, not-

withstanding the adverse decision of the Grand

Lodge of Wisconsin in 1S49,* that on the applica-
tion of an Entered Apprentice for advancement to

the second degree, the ballot must be unanimously
in his favor to secure the adoption of his petition.
It may be stated, once for all, that in all cases of

balloting for admission in any of the degrees of

Masonry, a single black ball will reject.
3. What time must clapse, after a _/irst frejeclion,

before the Apprentice can 'renew his application _/or
advmwement to the second degree ? Here, too, the

Ancient Constitutions are silent, and we are left to

' TheHon.Wm. R. Smith, at that time Grand Mosher of the Grand Lodge
of Wiaeonaln, mid, in 1849, that he considered it not only wrong in itself,bot

highly unmasonic to deny advancement to an Entered Apprentice or Fellow

Craft, "hy the operation of a single negative in the ballot box." And he

advanced the doctrine that, " without sufficient cause shown to the contrary,
the advancement may be demanded by the candidate aa a matter of right.
He has already submitted tn the ordeal ofa single negative in the ballot box,
and he stands in the Lodge as u man and a Mason, suigiect to the aetim of

a majority of his Brethren on his merits or his demeriL~."-Proc. G. L. 
1849, p. ll. And the Grand Lodge decided, in accordance with this opin-
ion, that an Entered Apprentice should not be refused advancement, except
by a vote ofa majority of the Lodge. In commenting on this opinion and

decision, the Committee of Foreign Correspondence of the G. L. of Florida,
of which that able and experienced Mason, John P. Duval, was chnimxan,
remarked :

" We always supposed, if any one rule of ancient Masonry was

more unquestionable than another, it was unanimity in hnlloting for initiating,
pas:-sing and raising."-Proc. 0. L. of Fla., 1851, p. 3l. This view is am-

lained hy the Grand Lodges of New York, New Hampshire,Vermont.Rhode
Island, Iowa, Maryland and Ohio; and the Grand Lodge of Wisconsin ihelh
the very next yenr, in its amended Constitution, adopted a provision declar-

ing that "

any member of a subordinate Lodge may olwt to the initiation,

passing or raising of a candidate, at any time before the degree is confer

red."-Ozmsl. 0. L. Wise., port iv., nrt. iii., sect.. 7 ; anno 1850.
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deduce our opinions from the general principles and

analogies of Masonic law. As the application for

advancement to a higher degree is founded on a.

right enuring to the Apprentice, by virtue of his re-

ception into the first degree-that is to say, as the

Apprentice, so soon as he has been initiated, be-

comes invested with the right of applying for ad~

vancernenr to the second-it seems evident that, as

long as ho remains an Apprentice "in good stand-

ing," hc continues to be invested with that right.
Now, the rejection of his petition for advancement

by the Lodge does not impair his right to apply
again, because it does not, as I have already shown,
affect his rights and standing as an Apprentice ; it

is simply the expression of the opinion that the

Lodge does not at present deem him qnaliried for

further progress in Masonry. We must never for-

get the diierence between the right of applying ibr

advancement and the right of advancement. Every
Apprentice possesses the former, but no one can

claim the latter until it is given to him by the unani-

mous vote of the Lodge. And as, therefore, this

right of application or petition is not impaired by
its rejection at a particular time, and as the Ap-
prentice remains precisely in the same position in

his own degree, after the rejection, as he did before,
it seems to follow as an irresistible deduction, that

he may again apply at the next regular communica-

tion; and if a second time rejected, repeat his ap~

plications at all future meetings. I hold that the

Entered Apprentices of a Lodge are competent, at

8
,
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all regular communlcatlons of thclr Lodge to petx
tion ior advancement Whether that petltlon shall

be granted or re_]ected ns qmte another thmg and

depends altogether on the fav or of the Lodge
This opmxon has not It 18 true been unxversally

adopted though no force of authorlty short of an

opposmg landmark, could make one doubt 1tS cor

rectness For mstance the Gland Lodge of Call

forma declded that the apphcatxon of Apprentlccs
or Fellow Crafts for ad anccment should after

they have been once re_]ected by ballot be governed
by the same pI'll'1ClplPS whlch regulate the ballot on

petxtlons for 1n1t1at1on and whlch lequnre a proba

Thls appears to be a smgular declslon of Masomc

law If the reasons wluch prevent the advancement

of an Apprentlce or Fellow Craft to a hlgher de-

gree, are of such a nature as to warrant the delay
of one year xt IS far better to pre 'er charges agamst
the petltloner and to gne h1m the opportumty of a

{`a1r and lmpartlal trlal In many cases, a eandn

date for advancement IS retarded m lns progress
from an oplmon on the pant of the Lodge that he

IS not yet sufficlently prepared for promotlon by a

knowledge of the precedmg degree-an objettlon
whxch may sometxmes be remove l before the recur-

' Proceedings G L. of Cnhfornla l8o7 Several Grand Lodges have

prescribed a certam penod whsch must elapee before a rejected Apprent-nel
can apply a second llme for advancement. These are however only lout]

regulatwnn and are unsupported hy the anueut landmarks or the general
pnnrlplesof Masnmc law bemg rather as I tllnkl have rlrvm inouud
twn to the latter
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rence of the next monthly meeting. In such a case,

a decision like that of the Grand Lodge of Cali-

fornia would be productive of manifest injustice.
I hold it, therefore, to be a more consistent rule,
that the candidate for advancement has a right to

apply at every regular meeting, and that whenever

any moral objections exist to his taking a higher
degree, these objections should be made in the 'form

of charges, and their truth tested by an impartial
trial. To this, too, the candidate is undoubtedly
entitled, on all the principles of justice and equity.

Whatever may be the rights of an Entered Ap-
prentice, they are liable to forfeiture for misconduct,
and he may be suspended, expelled, or otherwise

masonically punished, upon adequate cause and

suhicient proof. An Apprentice may therefore be

tried, but the trial must be conducted in the first

degree; for every man is entitled to trial by his

peers. But as none but Master Masons can inflict

punishment, since they alone now constitute the

body of the craft, the final decision must be made in

the third degree. He is also entitled to an appeal
to the Grand Lodge, from the sentence of his Lodge,
because the benign spirit of our institution will al-

low no man to be unjustly condemned; and it is

made the duty of the Grand Lodge to see that the

rights of even the humblest member of the Order

shall not be unjustly invaded, but that impartial
justice is administered to all. This question of the

trial of Entered Apprentices will, however, be re-

sumed on a subsequent occasion, when we arrive at

the topic of Masonic trials.



CHAPTER II.

Qt _fzllohl ¢ra£ts.

IT was stated in the preceding chapter that there

was a time, in the early part of the eighteenth cen-

tury, when Apprentices composed the body of the

craft, and when the membership in the subordinate

Lodges seldom extended, except as to the presiding
officers, beyond the possessors of that degree. But

it was also remarked that this statement was to be

taken with some reservation, as there appears cer-

tainly to have been a still earlier period in the his-

tory of the Order, when Apprentices did not occupy
this elevated and important position, and when the

body of the membership was composed of Fellow

Crafts.

In the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, and

at still more remote periods, the operative element

constituted an important ingredientin the organiza-
tion of the institution.* The divisions of the mem-

' Somuclrwasthistheeasetlmt Preston infomnsusthaglntheverybe
ginning ofthe lBth century, it was found necessary, for the purpose of in»

creasing the number of members, to adopt a proposition hy which "the

privileges of Masonry should no longer he reslrulcled lo operaliee Masons,
but extend to men of various pmkssions, provided that they were regularly

- ____ 



or FELLOW cnarrs. 173

bers into grades at that time were necessarily
assimilated to the wants of such an operative insti-

tution. There were Masters to superintend the

work, Fellow Crafts, or, as they were almost always
called, Fellows, to perform the labor, and Agynren-
tioes, to be instructed in the principles of the art.

Hence, in all the oldest records, we iind constant

allusions to the Fellows, as constituting the main

nody of the fraternity ; and the word "Fel1ow," at

that time, appears to have been strictly synonymous
with " Freemason." Thus, Elias Ashmole, the cele-

brated antiquary, says in his "

Diary," that on the

16th of October, 1646, he "
was made a Freemason

at Warrington, Lancashire, with Colonel Henry
Mainwaring, of Kerthingham, in Cheshire, by Mr.

Richard Penket, the Warden, and the Fellow Crafts."
And again, under the date of March 10th, 1682,
when speaking of another reception which took

place on that day at Masons' Hall, in London, he

says:
" I was the Sembr Fellow among them-it

being thirty-tive years since I was admitted. There

were present, besides myself, the Fellows after

named," and he proceeds to give the names of these

Fellows, which it is unnecessary to quote.

approved and initiated into the Order."-Pa1=:s'rou, p. 180. This quotation
from Preston is an instance of that carelessness in the statement ot' hots

which was the "

easily besetting sin" of our early Masonic writers, and which

will pmve the greatest embarrassment to him who shall undertake to write,
what is yet to be written, a Philosophical History of Freemasonry. Preston

must have known, il' he had reflected at all on the subject, that the reslriv

tion against the admission of profeasional and literary men had been pre

viuusly removed, or how could such men as Ashmole have been initiated?
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Throughout the whole of the Ancient Charges and

Regulations, until we get to those emendations of

them which were adopted in 1721 and 1722, we iind

no reference to the Apprentices, except as a subor-

dinate and probationary class, while the Fellow

Crafts assume the position of the main body of the

fraternity, that position which, in the present day, is

occupied by the Master Masons.

Thus, in the Old York Constitutions of 926, it is

said,
" No man shall be false to the craft, or enter-

tain a prejudice against his Master or Fellows."*

And again :
" No Mason shall debauch .... the

wife .... of his Master or Fellows ;"+ where

wlearly
" Master" is meant to designate the presid-

ing otlicer simply, who might or might not, for all

that we know, have been in possession of a higher
degree, while "Fellows" denote the whole body of

members of the Lodge. But these Constitutions are

still more explicit in the use of the term, when

they tell us that the " General Assembly or Grand

Lodge shall consist of Masters and Fellows, Lords,
Knights," &c.I

' Old York ConsL, point 4. In the original, from FIalliwell's manuscript,
the law is thus expressed. and I quote it because the Apprentices are hem

described as A distinct class :

" Ny no nregedyase he shall not do

To his mayster, ny his fellowes also ;

And that the prentes be under awe,

That he wolde have the same law."

1' Point 7. In the original thus z

.
" Thou schnl not by thy mnystres wyf ly,

Ny by thy fclowcs."

1 Point 12. In the original:
" Ther ns the scmble y-holde schal hc,

Ther sebal be mnystrys and ielowea also."
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In the' "Ancient Installation Charge-s,"* which

are of a date between 1685 and 1688, the word

"Fellow" is very exactly defined as signifying a

"

Mason," for it is there said: "Yo shall call all

Masons your Fellows, or your Brethren, and no

other names." And in the "Ancient Charges at

Makings," which will be found in the First Book of

this volume,i' we are told that it is the duty
of " the Master to live honestly, and to pay his

Fellows truly." Again: that "every Master and

Fellow shall come to the assembly, if it be

within fifty miles of him, if he have any warning."
And lastly, that "

every Mason shall receive and

cherish strange Fellows, when they come over the

country."
During all this time, the Apprentices are seldom

alluded to, and tl.en only as if in a subordinate posi-
tion, and withort the possession of any important
prerogatives. Thus, they are thrice spoken of only
in the York Constitutions of 926,`where the Master

* See them in this wor.r,p. 49.

1 On page 61. In re nubllshing these Charges, on the page just quoted,
lt was merely stated than they were contained in a MS. in the Lodge of An-

tiquity ln London. But itshould also have been added that they axe tn be

also found in the Libra._v ol' the British Museum, among the Landsdowne

MSS., which are a large collection of papers and letters that were collected

by Lord Burleigh, who_ ln 1572, was Lord Treasurer of England, under

Queen Elizabeth. These papers are known as the " Burleigh Papers ;" and

oneof them, marked in the catalogue ol' the Landsdowue MSS. as No. 98,
Article 48,ia a curious legend of the origin o( Freemasonry, which terminates

with those Ancient Chai res which I have cited on page 51. The " Ancient

Charges at Hakings" are therefore certainly to be traced back as far as the

middle of me sixteenth °¢u¢my,ma u u mums um they existed at 1

much earlier period
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is directed to take no Apprentice
" for less .nan

seven- years ;" to take care, in the admission -rf an

Apprentice, "that he do his lord no prejudice ;" and

to
" instruct his Apprentice faithfully, and make him

a perfect workman." And in the " Ancient Charges
at Makings," it is implied that either a Master or

Fellow may take an Apprentice.
These citations from the Ancient Regulations

need not be extended. From them we may collect

the facts, or at least the very probable suppositions,
that in the very earliest history of the Order,
the operative character predominating, the Fellow

Crafts, under the designation of "

Fellows," consti-

tuted the main body of the fraternity, while the

Masters were the superintendents of the work;
that at a later period, about the beginning of the

eighteenth century, the speculative character pre-

dominating, the Apprentices arose in dignity and

became the body of the fraternity,' while the Fel-

low Crafts and Master Masons were intrusted with

the otlices ; and that still later, at some time in the

course of the eighteenth century, which certainly
was not very long after the year 1725, the Ap-
prentices and Fellow Crafts descended into a sub-

ordinate position, just such an one as the former

* T)1'.0LIYER, in his "Dissertation on the State of Freemasonry in the

Eighteenth Centuryfcorroborates this view. He says :
" Thus our brethren

ofthe eighteenth century seldom advanced beyond the tinxt degree. Few

were passed. and still fewer were raised from their '

mossy bed] The Mas

ter's degree appears to have been much less comprehensive than at present;
and Ihr some years alter the revival of Masonry, the third degree was lmip
proswlmble to those who lived at a distance from Landon."
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class had originally occupied, and the Master Masons

alone composed the body of the craft.

At the present day, Fellow Crafts possess no

more rights and prerogatives than do Entered Ap
prentices. Preston, indeed, in his charge to a can-

didate who has been passed to that degree, says
that he is entitled in the meetings to express his

"sentiments and opinions on such subjects as are

regularly introduced in the lecture, under the super-
intendence of an experienced Master, who will

guard the landmark against encroachment," If this

only means that in the course of instruction he may

respectfully make suggestions for the purpose nf

eliciting further information, no one will, I pre-

sume, be willing to deny such a privilege. But the

traditional theory that Apprentices were not per-
mitted to speak or vote, but that Fellow Crafts

might exercise the former right, but not the latter,
has no foundation in any positive law that I have

been enabled to discover. I have never seen this

prerogative of speaking assumed by a Fellow Craft

in this country, and doubt whether it would be per-
mitted in any well regulated Lodge.

It was certainly the usage to permit both Appren-
tices and Fellow Crafts to vote, as well as to speak,
but there never was such a. distinction as that al-

luded to in the text. The Old Regulations of the

Grand Lodge of England provided that " the Grand

Master shall allow any Brother, a Fellow Craft, or

Entered Prentice, to speak, directing his discourse

to his worship in the chair; or to make any motion

8*
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for the good ofthe fraternity, which shall be either

immediately considered, or else referred to the con-

sideration of the Grand Lodge, at their next

communication, stated or occasional." But this regu-
lation has long since been abrogated.

Fellow Crafts formerly possessed the right of

being elected Wardens of their Lodge,* and even of

being promoted to the elevated post of Grand

Master-,T although, of course-and the language of

the Regulation implies the fact-a Fellow Craft

who had been elected Grand Master, must, after his

election, be invested with the Master's degree.
At the present day, Fellow Crafts possess no

other rights than those of sitting in a Lodge of

their degree, of applying for advancement, and

of being tried by their peers for Masonic otfences,
with the necessary privilege of an appeal to the

Grand Lodge. But, as in the exercise of these

rights, all that has been said in the preceding chap-
ter, as relating to Entered Apprentices, is equally
applicable to Fellow Crafts, the discussion need not

be repeated.
' " No Brother canibe a Warden until he has passed the part of a Fellow

Craft."-Charges qf 1722. In the manner of constituting a new Lodge, as

practised by his Grace the Duke of Wharton, (ANr>xasoN's (bust, Bret cd.

p. 72,) it is said :
" Then the Grand Master desires the new Master to enter

Immediately upon the exercise of his odice, in chusing his Wardens; and

the new Master, calling forth two Fellow Crait, presents them to the Grand

Master."

1' " No Brother can be .... Grand Muster unless he has been a I-'ellow
Cm!! before his dcctio1L"-Charges qf 1722.

_



CHKPTFR III

Ot Kanter Masons

WHEN' an In tmte hae been ralsed to ' the Hubhme

devree of a Master Ma on
' lIe becomes strIctly

speakmg under the present regulatlons of our

lIlStltlltl0l) an actIve member of the fraternnty
Invested wIth certaIn rxvhts and obhgated to the

performance nt' certaln dutmes whIclI are of so

extensne and comphcated a. nature as to demand

a. specIal consIderat1on for each

Of the rI<>°hts of Master Masons the most Im

portant are the followmg
THE RIGHT MEMBERSHIP

THE RIGHT AEEILIATIGN

THE RIGHT VISIT

THE RIGIIT AVOUCHMENT

THE RIGHT RELIEF

THE RIGHT DEMISSION

THE RIGHT APPEAL

THE RIGHT BURIAL,
9 THE RIGHT TRIAL

Each of tl ese Important nghts, except the last,
wlll be made the topnc of a. dxstmct SGCIIOD The

_t

_

,
.

h

_
.

_

.

D
2 ,' ,

'

_

1

_
_

. . .

'

. _

_'

I

.O
.

,

.

_

1. or
,

2. or ;
3. or ;

4. or ;
5. OF ;
6. OF ;
7. OF ;
8. OF

-

. OF .



180 RIGHT or Mnnnrmsmr.

consideration of the Right of Trial, as it forms a

natural concomitant to the doctrine of Masonic

crimes and punishments, will therefore be more

properly considered in a subsequent part of this

work, where it will End its legitimate place.

SECTION I.

or rm: mum' or xsunznsnxr

The first right which a Mason acquires, after the

reception of the third degree, is that of claiming
membership in the Lodge in which he has been ini-

tiated. The very fact of his having received that

degree, makes him at once an inchoate member of

the Lodge-that is to say, no further application is

necessary, and no new ballot is required; but the

candidate, having now become a Master Mason,

upon signifying his submission to the regulations
of the Society, by aiiixing his signature to the book

of by-laws, is constituted, by virtue of that act, a

full member of the Lodge, and entitled to all the

rights and prerogatives accruing to that position.
The ancient Constitutions do not, it is true, ex-

press this doctrine ii; so many Words ; but it is dis~

tinctly implied by their whole tenor and spirit, as

well as sustained by the uniform usage of the craft,
in all countries. There is one passage in the Regu-
lations of 1721 which clearly seems to intimate that

there were two methods of obtaining membership
in a Lodge, either by initiation, when the candidate

is said tr be "entered a Brother," or by what is

_..4 
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now called "

adiliation," when the applicant is said

to be "admitted to be a member." But the whole

phraseology of the Regulation shows that the rights
acquired by each method were the same, and that

membership by initiation and membership°by atlilia-

tion effected the same results.* The modern Con-

stitutions of the Grand Lodge of England are

explicit on the subject, and declare that "

every

Lodge must receive as a member, without further

proposition or ballot, any Brother initiated therein,

provided such Brother express his wish to that

eH`ect on the day of his initiation."'t
The Constitution of the Grand Lodge of New

York announces a similar doctrine ;1 and, in fact, I

have not met with the by-laws of any particular
Lodge in which it is not laid down as a principle,
that every initiate is entitled, by his reception in

the third degree, to claim the privilege of member-

ship in the Lodge in which he has been initiated.

The reason of this universal Regulation, (so uni-

versal that were it not for the fact that membership
itself, as a permanent characteristic, is of modern

origin, it might almost claim to be a Landmark,) is

at once evident. He who has been deemed worthy,
after three ordeals, to receive all the mysteries that

* The passage referred to is to be found in Art. vi. ol' the Regulations of

X721.-See ante,p. 66. The preceding Regulation says:
" No man can be

made or admitted a member," where clearly it is meant thats man
" Bmade "

|. member by initiation, and " admitted "

by utiilintinn, upon petition.
1 Const. of G. L. ot' England, of Private Lodges, § 16, p. 64.

V 1 "Initiation makes a man a Mason; but he must receive the Master

l{ason's degree, and sign the by-laws, before he becomes a member of the

Lodge."--GmsL G. L. of IVY K, § 8, subd. 15.
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it is in the power of a Lodge to communicate, can-

not, with any show of reason or consistency, be

withheld from admission into that household, whose
most important privileges he has just been permitted
to share. If properly qualified for the reception of
the third degree, he must be equally qualified for
the rights of membership, which, in fact, it is the

object of the third degree to bestow ; and it would
be needless to subject that candidate to a fourth

ballot, whom the Lodge has already, by the most

solemn ceremonies, three times declared worthy
"to be taken by the hand as a Brother." And

hence the Grand Lodge of England has wisely as-

signed this as a reason for the law already quoted,
namely, that "

no Lodge should introduce into

Masonry a person whom the Brethren might con-

sider unlit to be a member of their own Lodge."
But this inchoate membership is to be perfected,

it will be recollected, by the initiate, only upon his

aiiixing his signature to the by-laws. He does not

by his mere reception into the third degree, become

a. member of the Lodge. He may not choose to

perfect that inchoation; he may desire to atiiliate

with some other Lodge ; and in such a case, by de-

clining to affix his signature to the by-1aws,he re-

mains in the condition of unaliiliation. By having
been raised to the third degree, he acquires a claim

to membership, but no actual membership. It is

left to his own option whether he will assert or for-

feit that claim. If he declines to sign the by-laws
' Const. Grand Lod;e of England, ut supra.
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may bring forth. He that was worthy on Monday,
may on Tuesday have committed some act by which

his worthiness will be forfeited. It may be true, as

the Roman satirist expresses it, that no man becomes

suddenly wicked ;* and it may be reasonable to sup-

pose that, for some time after his initiation, the

habits and character of the initiate will remain un-

changed, and therefore that for a certain period the

members of the Lodge will be justified in believing
the candidate whom they have received to continue

in possession of the same qualifications of charac-

ter and conduct which had recommended and ob-

tained his reception. But how are we to determine

the extent of that period, and the time when it will

be unsafe to predicate of the recipient a continuance

of good character 'Z It is admitted that after three

months, it would be wrong to draw any conclusions

as to the candidate's qualifications, from what was

known of him on the day of his reception; and ac-

cordingly many Lodges have prescribed as a regu-

lation, that if he does not within that period claim

his rightof membership, and sign the by-laws, that

right shall be forfeited, and he can then only be ad-

mitted upon application, and after ballot. But why
specify three months, and not two, or four, or six ?

Upon what principle of ethics is the number three

to be especially selected? The fact is, that the

moment that we permit the initiate to extend the

privilege of exercising his right beyond the time

which is concurrent with his reception, the reason-

' " Nemo repentc fllltfl1l'[)lSBiXl1lB."-JUVBNAL.
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of the law is lost. The candidate having been
deemed worthy of receiving the third degree, must,
atthe time 1 f his reception of that degree, also be

presumed to be worthy of membership. This is in

the reason of things. But if a month, a week, or a

single day is allowed to elapse, there is no longer a

certainty of the continuance of that worthiness; the

known mutability and infirmity of human character

are against the presumption, and the question of its

existence should then be tested by a ballot.

Again, one of the reasons why a unanimous ballot

is required is, that a
" fractions member" shall not

be imposed on the Lodge, or one who would "

spoil
its harmony."* Now, if A is admitted to receive

the third degree on a certain evening, with the

unanimous consent of all the Lodge, which must, of

necessity, include the affirmative vote of B, then on

the same evening he must be qualified for admission

to membership, because it is not to be presumed that

B would be willing that A should receive the third

degree, and yet be unwilling to sit with him in the

Lodge as a fellow-member ; and therefore A may be

admitted at once to membership, without a needless

repetition of the ballot, which, of course, had been

taken on his application for the degree. But if any

length of time is permitted to elapse, and if, after a

month, for instance, A comes forward to avail him-

self of his right of admission, then he shall not be

admitted without a ballot; because, between the

time of his reception at the preceding meeting, and

' Regulations of 1721,art. i.
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the time of his application at the subsequent ont;

something may have occurred between himself and

B, a member of the Lodge, which would render him

objectionable to the latter, and his admission would

then "spoil the harmony" of the Lodge, and " hinder

its freedom."

The Regulation, therefore, adopted by the Grand

Lodge of England, which prescribes that the candi-

date, to avoid a ballot, must express his wish to be

received a member on thc day of his initiation, that

is, of his reception into the third deg°ree,* seems to

be the only proper one. Any Regulation that ex-

tends the period, and permits the candidate to sign
the by-laws and become a member without a ballot,
provided he docs so within two or three months, or

any other determined period extending beyond the

day of his reception, is contrary to the spirit and

tenor of the law, and is calculated to be sometimes

of a mischievous tendency. If the candidate does

not assert his right on the day of his reception into

the third degree,'hc loses it altogether; and must,
to acquire membership, submit to a petition and

ballot, as in the case of any other aliiliation.

Before proceeding to an examination of the rights
and duties of membership, it is proper that we

should briefly discuss the question whether a Mason

* The modem Constitutions of the G. L.ot' England constantly use thu

word "initiation" as synonymous with "reception into the thin] degree."
Thus, on p. 66: " Each Lodge shall procure for every Brother initiated

therein a Grand Lodge certiticate." But Gmnd Lodge certificates are only
granted to Master Masons, and t.hercfore the term initiated, in this article,
must signify raised to the third degree.
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can be a. member of more than one Lodge at the

same time. The Ancient Constitutions make no

allusion to this double membership, either by way
of commendation or prohibition ; but it must be ad-

mitted that in all those old documents the phrasco
logy is such as to imply that no Mason belonged to

more than one Lodge at a time, On the other

hand, however, a Regulation was adopted by the

Grand Lodge of England, in February, 1724, pre-
scribing that "

no Brother shall belong to more than

one Lodge within the bills of mortality/'* that is,
in the city of London. Now, two deductions are

to be made from the adoption of such a Regulation
at so early a period as only two years after the ap-

proval of the " Old Charges," which are considered

by many as almost equivalent to Landmarks. These

deductions are, first, that at that time Masons were

in the habit of joining more than one Lodge at a

time, and secondly, that although the Grand Lodge
forbade this custom in the Lodges of the city, it had

no objection to its being continued in the country.
But the Regulation does not seem ever to have been

enforced ; for, in 1738, Dr. Anderson found oecasiou

to write, "But this Regulation is neglected, for

several reasons, and is now obsolete"-a remark

that is repeated in 1756, in the third edition of the

Book of Constitutionsxl'
I doubt the expediency of any Mason being an

active member of more than one Lodge, and I am

' See Aux>1msos's Constitutions, edit. 1738, p. 154.

1 Book of Const., edit. 1756,p. 313.



188 mom* or umfaansnrr.

sure of its inconveniency to himself.* Yet, il any
one is disposed to submit to this inconvenience,I
know of no Landmark or ancient Regulation that

forbids him. The Old Charge, which says that

every Mason should belong to a. Lodge, does not

imply that he may not belong to two ; but in that

case, suspension or expulsion by one Lodge would

act as suspension or expulsion by both. As, how-

ever, this matter constitutes no part of Ancient

Masonic Law, it is competent for any Grand Lodge
to make alocal Regulation on the subject, which

will of course be of force in its own jurisdictiond'

' " lt is as true in Masonry as elsewhere that no man can serve two mas-

ters. Whenever tried, the impossibility of rendering a divided allegiance
perfect in each case, becomes at once apparent The call of one body may
lie in exactly a. contrary direction from that of the other, given at the same

instant of time. A member of two or more Lodges may be summoned tc

appear before each, with which he is thas connected, on the same evening.
How,then, is he to fultlll his duties? Which summons should he obey ?"-~

Qnm. 1'br. Correa. G. L. of Illinois, 1845, p. 54.

1 Thus the Grand Lodge of Virginia says:
"

Any Bmthcr may be a mem-

ber of as many Lodges as choose to admit him."-Melhod. Digest in

Dovr:'s Masonic Ybzl-Book, p. 252. The Grand Lodge of South Carolina

says:
" No Brother shall be a member of two Lodges at the same time

within three miles of each other, without a dispensation from the Grand

Master."-Rules and Ithzgulalions, xix. 16. The Grand Lodge of New

York prescribes that "
no Mason can be in full membership in more than

one Lodge at the same tinie."-Lbnsl., tit. v., § 25. I find also the following
Regulations in other Grand Lodges :" No Brother shall be a member of more

than one subordinate Lodge at the same time."--Const. G. L. IWM Hamp
" No Lodge shall admit to membership any Brother who is already a mem-

ber of a Lodge under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge."-(,'onsl. G. L

Maryland. " No Brother can be a member of more than one Lodge at the

lame time."-Uovisl. G. L. llfinouri. " No Brother shall he a member of

more than one Lodge."-Cbnsl. G. L. Alichigan. The Grand Lodges of

England and Ireland, andl think of Scotland, permit Masons to be members

of more than one Lodge, but not to hold otiiee in each, except by a dispen
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Where there is no such local Regulation, a Mason

may be a member of as many Lodges as he pleases,
and which will admit him.

Honorary membership is quite a recent invention,
and is now conferred only as a mark of distinction

on Brethren of great talents or merits, who have

been of service, by their labors or their writings, to

the fraternity It confers no powers on the re-

cipient like those which are the results of active or

full membership, and amounts to no more than a

testimonial of the esteem and respect en teitalned by
the Lodge wluch confers it for the individual upon
whom it IS conferred

The Virginia Committee on Masonic Jurispru
dence in 1856 give a different definition of honor

ary membership They say ll e mean by honorary
member one who is entitled to all the privileges and

honors conferred by Lodge membership, while he 15

exempt fi om all the requirements of such Lodge, as

set forth in lts by laws, he pays no dues, attends no

summons, except volunta11ly"* &c If by the ex

ration Dr Onrvxn call-i the rule forbidding this double membership an

thrmerl) it was by no means unusual as is now tho case ln Lurope fin'

Mnsons to belong to more Lodges than one but that recently a disposition
has been exhibited among our Grand Lodges to dlscountvnance the praa tice

As I have already said it iw to be rcgardf d altngetlicr as a more matter of

local regulation If not prohibited by a special Rrizulation ol' a Crand Lodge
it is not forbidden by the Landmarks and Anr nnt C0Il'1|.lfllllUflS.

' The cases to which the vlfg1lllB ( ommlttee confine honorary member-

llup seem to show that they viewed it as dnlllnng in no respect from active

or hill membership. It should they think be conferred only on a poor
Brother who cannot am rd to pay arrears , on a Past Master who is needed
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pression,
" who is entitled to all the privileges and

honors conferred by Lodge membership," the com-

mittee, as the words purport, intend to convey the

idea that such a member may vote on all questions
before the Lodge, as well as on petitions and at

elections, may hold office, and represent the Lodge
in the Grand Lodge, I can see no difference between

a Mason occupying such a position of honorary
membership and one holding membership in two

Lodges at the same time. Such an honorary mem-

ber is nothing morc than an active member, excused

by the Lodge from the payment of annual dues. I

have just shown that there is no constitutional ob-

jection to such a condition of things, if the local

regulations of the jurisdiction permit it, however

its expediency may bc doubted. But this is not

the kind of honorary membership which is gene-

rally understood by that title. Lexicographers cer-

tainly give a very diferent definition of the word.

Johnson, for instance, defines honorary as
" confer-

tn organize a new Lodge, and yet who is unwilling to leave his own ; on old

members ofa dormant Lodge, whose names are necessary after their aflilia

tion with other Lodges, for the purpose of reviving the dormant one ; and on

Masons called by duty to be absent for a length of time in a foreign country,
in which case honorary membership, instead of a demit, is to be granted.
It is strange, with this last case in view, that the Committee should have

closed this part of their report with the declaration that they
"

disapprove
of the practice of electing to honorary membership, when that election

exempts the brother from all or any ofthe requirements of Masonry." I can

conceive of no greater drone in the Masonic hive than the Mason who, be-

cause he is about to leave home in a temporary period, would requirr a ale

mit, that he might be exempted from the payment of annual dues during his

absence. Certainly such a Mason is the last man to be entitled to an

hononriurn hum the Order.
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ring honor without gain," and he cites the follow-

ing example of the word from Addison :
" The

Romans abounded with little honorary rewards, that

without conferring wealth and riches, gave only
place and distinction to the person who received

them." Webster also says that the word honorary
signifies "possessing a title or place, without per-

forming services or receiving a reward, as an honor-

ary member of a society." In this view, honorary
membership will be a pleasing token of the estima-

tion in which a distinguished Brother is held, and

will be conferred horwris causa, ibr the sake of the

honor which it conveys, without bringing with the

acquisition any rights or prerogatives, which should

belong alone to active membership* If this title

of merit is hereafter to be adopted, as it seems pro-
bable that it will be, as a usage of the fraternity, it

is almost needless to say that it should be conferred

only on one who is aiiiliated by active membership
in some other Lodge. Unaiiiliated Masons should

receive none of the honors of the craft.

The Committee of Foreign Correspondence of the

Grand Lodge of North Carolina, in 1851, used this

language :
" We condemn this principle [honor-

ary membership] as un-masonic and improper. No

* The Constitution of the Grand Lodge of New York recognizes the con

ditlon of hnnomry membership, and dctlnes honomry members as being
" members of n Subordinate Lodge by adoption"--a definition which Iconfess

I am at a loss to comprehend. It prescribes that it may be conferred Un a

poor Brother who is nnable to pay dues, which, il' he is invested with the

right of voting and holding oflice, is. as I have said above, only active r:em

herahip, without the payment of arrearages.
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ancient precedent can be given-no ancient lan-

guage cited to justify it. It is following too much

after the devices and delusions of the world. We

are taught that worldly honor should not be made

to bear upon a person's advancement in the honors

ol Masonry. It is only the Mason who can best

work who should be advanced and made honorable

in the Order." Granted, and this is exactly what is

proposed to be done by the establishment of honor-

ary menibcrship. Masons who have wrought dili~

gently in the Order, and for the Order, who by
their labors have instructed their brethren and

elevated the character of the institution, should

"be advanced and made honorable in the Order ;"
and I know of no easier and yet more gratifying
method of doing so than by electing them as honor-

ary members. Other societies, literary and profes-
sional, have adopted this system of rewarding those

who have faithinlly labored in their respective
vineyards; and I can sec no valid objections, but

many excellent reasons, why Masonry should adopt
the same course. If to reward merit be one of the

"devices and delusions of the world," the soonrr

we allow it to lead us onward, the better for ns and

the institution.

Having thus disposed of the questions of double

and of honorary membership, it is proper that we

should now inquire into the prerogatives, as well as

the duties which result from active membership in a

Masonic Lodge.
Every Master Mason, who is a member of a Lodge.
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has a right to speak and vote on all questions that

come before the Lodge for discussion, except on

trials in which he is himself interested." Rules of

order may be established restricting the length and

number of speeches, but these are of a local nature,
and will vary with the by-laws of each Lodge.

A Mason may also be restricted from voting on

ordinary questions where his dues for a certain

period-generally twelve months-have not been

paid ; and such a Regulation exists in almost every

Lodge. But no local by-law canidcprive a member

who has not been suspended, from voting on the

ballot for the admission of candidates, because the

Sixth Regulation of 1721 distinctly requires that

each member present on such occasion shall give
his consent before the candidate can be admitted*

And if a member were deprived, by any by-law of

the Lodge, in consequence of non-payment of his

dues, of the right of expressing his consent or dis-

sent, the ancient Regulation would be violated, and

a candidate might be admitted without the unani-

mous consent of all the members present.
Every member of a Lodge is eligible to any oilice

in the Lodge, except that of Worshipful Master.

Eligibility for this latter oiiice is only to be acquired
by having previously held the oiiice of a Warden.1'

' " But no man can be entered a Brother of any particular Lodge, or ad-

mitted to be a member thereof, without the unanimous consent of all the

members of that Lodge then present when the candidate is proposed."-
Reg. qf172l, art. vi.

1* " No Brother can be a Warden until he has passed the part of a Fellow

Craft; nor a Master until he has acted as a Warden."--Charges qf 1722,

9

 . ;- --
_
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But in the instance of new Lodges, the Grand Mas-
ter may, by his dispensation, authorize any compe-
tent Master Mason to discharge the duties of Master

In cases of emergency also, in old Lodges, where

none of the Past ollieers are willing to serve, the

Grand Master may issue his dispensation authoriz-

ing the Lodge to select a presiding otlieer from the

floor. But this can only be done with the consent

of all the Wardens and Past Masters; for, if any
one of them is willing to serve, the Lodge shall not

be permitted to elect a Brother who has not pre-

viously performed the duties of a Warden.

The payment of dues is a duty incumbent on all

the members of a Lodge, which, although ~ol` com-

paratively recent date, is now of almost universal

usage. Formerly, that is to say, before the revival

of Masonry in 1717, Lodges received no warrants ;
but a sudicient number of Brethren, meeting to-

gether, were competent to make Masons, and prac-
tice the rites of Masonry.* After the temporary
business which had called them together had been

performed, the Lodge was dissolved until some simi-

lar occasion should summon the Brethren again
Together. There was then no permanent organiza-
uon-no necessity for a Lodge fund--and conse-

qnently no Regulation requiring the payment of

annual dues. When Lodges, however, became per-

\'. Fellow Craft: then constituted the body of the fraternity. Master

Masons have new taken their place, and whatever is said In the Old Const!
tntions of the former, is at this day, in generahapplleahle to the latter.

* Pxssrox, Illustrations, p. 182
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manently established by warrants of Constitution,
permanent membership followed, and of course the

payment of some contribution was required from

each member as a fund towards defraying the ex-

penses of the Lodge. It is not a general Masonic

duty, in which the Mason is affected towards the

whole body of the craft, as in the duty of moral

deportment, but is to be regarded simply in the

light of a pecuniary contract, the parties to which

are the Lodge and its members. Hence it is not

prescribed or regulated by any of the Ancient Con-

stitutions, nor is it a matter with which Grand

Lodges should ever interfere. However, as the

non-payment of dues to a Lodge has of late years
been very generally considered as a Masonic offence,
(which, by the way, it is not always,) and as punish-
ment of some kind has been adopted for its enforce-

ment, this subject will be again resumed when we

arrive at that part of the present work which treats

of Masonic crimes and punishments.
The other rights and duties of Master Masons,

which are in part connected with the condition of

membership, such as the right of dcmission, of visit

and of relief, are so important in their nature as tx:

demand for each a separate section.

O



196 RIGHT or Arrinuuon.

A

SECTION H.

or 'ms mem' or Arrxnmrxou.

Masonic membership is acquired, as I have already
said, in two ways ; first, by initiation into a. Lodge,
and secondly, by admission, after initiation, into

another Lodge, upon petition and ballot. The for-

mer method constituted the subject of discussion in

the previous section ; the latter, which is termed
" atiiliatiou," will be considered in the present.

All the rights and duties that accrue to a Master

Mason, by virtue of membership in the Lodge in

which he was initiated, likewise accrue to him who

has been admitted to membership by aiiiliatiou.

'1'here is no difference in the relative standing of

either class of members: their prerogatives, their

privileges, and their obligations are the same. It

is therefore unnecessary to repeat what has been

said in the preceding section in reference to the

rights of membership, as everything that was there

written respecting members admitted upon their re~

ception of the third degree, equally applies to those

who have been admitted by application. ~

There is, however, a difference in these methods

of admission. It has been seen that those who

acquire membership in a Lodge, by virtue of having
received therein the third degree, obtain that mem-

bership as a matter of right,*without petition and

without ballot. But a Master Mason, who is desir-

ous of aiiiliating with a Lodge in which he was not

initiated, or in vhich, after initiation, he had at the
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legal time declined or neglected to assert his right
of membership, must apply by petition. Thispeti-
tion must be read at a regular communication of the

Lodge, and be referred to a committee of investi-

gation, which committee, at the next regular com-

munication, (a month having intervened) will report
on the character and qualifications of the candidate ;
and if the report be favorable, the Lodge will pro-
ceed to ballot. As in the ease of initiation, the

ballot is required to be unanimously in favor of the

applicant to secure his election. One black ball is

suiiicient to reject him.

All of these Regulations, which are of ancient

date and of general usage, are founded on the fifth

and sixth of the Regulations of 1721, and are, it

will be seen, the same as those which govern the

petition and ballot for initiation. 'I`he Regulations
of 1721 make no difference in the cases of profanes
who seek to be made Masons, and Masons who de-

sire aililiation or membership in a Lodge* In

both cases
"

previous notice, one month before,"
must be given to the Lodge,

" due inquiry into the

reputation and capacity of the candidate" must be

made, and " the unanimous consent of all the mem-

bers then present" must be obtained. Nor can this

unanimity be dispensed with in one case any more

' The lmh Regulation nf 1721 says :
" No man can be made nr admit-

kvl a member of a particular Lodge," dsc., clearly showing that the Mason

who is made in a Lodge, and the one who applies for atilliatiomare both

placed in the same category. The phraseologyof the sixth Regulation is to

the same ellect: " No man can be enlcred a Brother ln any particular Lodge
or admilled to be n member thereof," &c.
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than it can in the other. It is the inherent privi-
lege bf every Lodge to judge of the qualifications
of its own members,

"
nor is this inherent privilege

subject to a dispensation."
I have said noth_ng here of the necessity that the

petition should be recommended by one or more

members of the Lodge. Such is a very general
usage, but not auniversal one; and I can find no

authority for it in any of the ancient Constitutions,
nor is anything said upon the subject by Preston, or

any other written authorities that I have consulted.

On the contrary, it appears to me that such a re-

commendation is not essentially necessary. The

demit from the Lodge of which the candidate was

last a member, is itself in the nature of a recom-

mendation; and if this accompanies the petition
for admission, no other avouchment should be re

quired. The information in respect to present
character and other qualifications is to be obtained

by the committee of investigation, who of course

are expected to communicate the result _of what

they have learned on the subject to the Lodge.
Some of our modern Grand Lodges, however,

governed perhaps by the general analogy of appli-
cations for initiation, have required, by a specific
Regulation, that a petition for membership must be

recommended by one or more members of the Lodge ;

and such a Regulation would of course be Masonic

Law for the jurisdiction in which it was in force ;
but I confess that I prefer the ancient usage, which

seems to have made the presentation of a demit from
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some other Lodge the only necessary recommendation

of a Master Mason applying for aHiliation.*

There is one difference between the condition of

a profane petitioning for admission, and that of a

Master Mason applying for membership, which

claims our notice.

A profane, as has already been stated# can apply
for initiation only to the Lodge nearest to his place
of residence ; but no such Regulation exists in refer-

ence to a Master Mason applying for membership.
He is not confined in the exercise of this privilege
within any geographical limits. No matter how

distant the Lodge of his choice may be from his

residence, to that Lodge he has as much right to ap-

ply as to the Lodge which is situated at the very
threshold of his home. A Mason is expected to

atiiliate with some Lodge. The ancient Constitu-

tions specify nothing further on thc subject. They
simply prescribe that every Mason should belong to

a Lodge, without any reference to its peculiar lo-

cality, and a Brother therefore complies with the

obligation of aliiliation when he unites himself with

any Lodge, no matter how distant; and by thus

contributing to the support of the institution, he

' These demits or certificates appear formerly to have been considered as

necessary letters ol' introduction or recommendation, to be used by all

llasons when arriving at a new Lodge. Thus the Regulations of 1663, § 3,

prescribe,
" that no person hereafter who shall be accepted a Preemason,

shall be admitted into any Lodge or assembly until he has brought a certill

cate of the time and place of his acceptation from the Lodge that accepted
him, unto the Master of that limit or division where such Lodge is kept."

t See anie,P» 149.
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discharges his duty as a Mason, and becomes entitled

to all the privileges of the 0rder.*

This usage--for, in the absence of a positive law

on the subject, it has become a Regulation, from the

force of custom only-is undoubtedly derived from

the doctrine of the universality of Masonry. The

whole body of the craft, wheresoever dispersed,
being considered, by the fraternal character of the

institution, as simply component parts of one great
family, no peculiar rights of what might be called

Masonic citizenship are supposed to be acquired by
a domiciliation in one particular place. The Mason

who is at home and the Mason who comes from

abroad are considered on an equal footing as to all

Masonic rights; and hence the Brother made. in

Europe is as much a Mason when he comes to

America, and is as fully qualified to discharge in

America all Masonic functions, without any form

of naturalization, as though he had been made in

this country. The converse is equally true. Hence

no distinctions are made, and no peculiar rights
acquired by membership in a local Lodge. Affilia-

tion with the Order, of which every Lodge is

equally a part, confers the privileges of active

Masonry. Therefore no law has ever prescribed
that a'Mason must belong to the Lodge nearest to

his residence, but generally that he must belong to

' The Charges of 1722 simply say, alter describing what a Lodge B, that
°'

every Brother ought to belong to one." And it must be remembered that
previous to that period, there could have been no Regulation m this suldert
as there were no permanent organizations of badges.



incur or Arr-'1L1A'r1oN. 20]

it Lodge ; and consequently the doctrine is, as it has

been enunciated above, that a Master Mason may

apply for aliiliation, and unite himself with any

Lodge which is legal and regular, no matter how

near to, or how far from his place of residence.

Some Grand Lodges have adopted a¢Regulation
requiring a Mason, living in their respective _juris-
dictions, to unite himself in membership with some

Lodge in the said jurisdiction, and refusing to

accord the rights of atliliation to one who belongs
to a Lodge outside of the jurisdiction. But I have

no doubt that this is a violation of the spirit of the

ancient law. A Mason living in California may
retain his membership in a Lodge in the State of

New York, and by so doing, is as much an atliliated

Mason, in every sense of the word, as though he

had acquired membership in a California Lodge.
I do not advocate the practice of holding member-

ship in distant Lodges; for I believe that it is

highly inexpedient, and that a Mason will much

more eiiicicntly discharge his duties to the Order

by acquiring membership in the Lodge which is

nearest to his residence, than in one which is at a

great distance; but I simply contend for the prin-
ciple, as one of Masonic jurisprudence, that a Master

Mason has a right to apply for membership in any

Lodge on the face of the globe, and that member-

ship iu a Lodge carries with it the rights of affilia-

tion wherever the member may go.*
' An it in here contended that a Mason may live in one place and be n

member ui a Lodge in another, the question naturally arises, whether the

9-if
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The cifect of the rejection of the application of

a Master Mason for affiliation is different from that

of a profane for initiation. It has already been

said that when a profane petitions for initiation

and his petition is rejected, he can renew his peti-
tion only in the same Lodge. The door of every
other Lodge is closed against him. But it is not

so with the Master Mason, the rejection of whose

application for aliiliation or membership by one

Lodge does not deprive him of the right to apply to

another. The reason of this rule will be evident

upon a little reflection. A Master Mason is in what

is technically called "good standing ;" that is to

say, he is a Mason in possession of all Masonic rights
and privileges, so long as he is not deprived of that

character by the legal action of some regularly con-

stituted Masonic tribunal. Now. that action must

be either by suspension or expulsion, after trial and

conviction. A Mason who is neither suspended nor

expelled is a Mason in "

good standing." Rejection,
therefore, is not one of the methods by which the

good standing of a Mason is affected, because rc-

jection is neither preceded by charges nor accom-

panied by trial; and consequently a Mason whose

application for aililiation has been rejected by a

Lodge, remains in precisely the same position, so fur

as his Masonic standing is affected, as he was before

Lfhdge, within whnse precincts he resides, hnt of which he is not n member,
can exercise its discipline over him, should he commit any offence requiring
Masonic punishment. There is no doubt that it can; but this question will

be fully discussed when we :ome, in a subseqvent part of this work, to the

luliject of Lodge jurisdiction.
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his rejection. He possesses all the rights and privi-
leges that he did previously, unimpaired and uni"-

minished. But one of these rights is the right of

applying for membership to any Lodge that he may
desire to be atiiliated with; and therefore, as this

right remains intact, notwithstanding his rejection,
he may at any time renew his petition to the Lodge
that rejected him, or make a new one to some other

Lodge, and that petition may be repeated as often

as he deems it proper to do so.

The right of a member to appeal to the Grand

Lodge from the decision of the Master, on points of

order, or from that of the Lodge in cases of trial,
is a very important right; but one that will be more

appropriately discussed when we come hereafter to

the consideration of the appellate jurisdiction of

Grand Lodges.

SECTION III.

'mx-: mom or vlsrr.

The Right of Visit, may be defined to be that pre-

rogative which every aiiiliated Master Mason in

good standing possesses of visiting any Lodge into

which he may desire to enter. It is one of the most

important of all Masonic privileges, because it is

based on the principle of the identity of the Masonic

institution as one universal family, and is the ex-

ponent of that well known maxim that "in every
clime a Mason may find a home, and in every land

a Brother."

__ __ _l
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Fortunately for its importance, this right is not

left to be deduced from analogy, or to be supported
only by questionable usage, but is proclaimed in dis-

tinct terms in some of the earliest Constitutions.

The Ancient Charges at Makings, that were in

force in 1688, but whose real date is supposed to be

much anterior to that time, instruct us that it is the

duty of every Mason to receive strange Brethren
" when they come over the country," which Regula-
tion, however the latter part of it may have refer-

red, in an operative sense, to the encouragement of

traveling workmen in want and search of employ-
ment, must now, in the speculative character which

our institution has assumed, be interpreted as signi-
fying that it is the duty oil every Lodge to receive

strange Brethren as visitors, and permit them to

participate in the labors and instructions in which

the Lodge may, at the time of the visit, be engaged.
Modern authorities have very generally concurred

in this view of the subject. In June, 1819, in con-

sequence of a complaint which had been preferred to

the Grand Lodge of England against a Lodge in

London, for having refused admission to some

Brethren who were well known to them, on the

ground that, as the Lodge was about to initiate a.

candidate, no visitor could be admitted until that

ceremony was concluded, the Board of General Pur-

poses resolved "that it is the undonbted right of

every Mason who is well known or properly vouched,
to visit any Lodge during the time it is opened for

general Masonic business, observing the proper
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forms to be attended to on such occasions, and so

that the Master may not be interrupted in the per
formance of his duty."

The Grand Lodge of New York concurs in thi 

view, by declaring
" that the right to visit, masonic-

ally, is an absolute right,"'l and it qualihes the pro-

position by adding that this right "may be forfeited

or limited by particular regulations." This subject
of the forfeiture or restriction of the right will be

hereafter considered.
'

In the jurisdiction of Ohio, it is held that every
Mason in good standing "has a right to visit Lodges
when at labor, and that a Lodge cannot refuse such

a visitor, without doing him a wrong.I
'

In Mississippi, South Carolina, Michigan, and a

very large majority of American Grand Lodges, the

doctrine of the absolute right of visit is inculcated,
while the contrary opinion is maintained in Mary-
land, California, and perhaps a few other States.

The doctrine announced in Maryland is, that
" each Lodge is a family by itself, separate and dis-

tinct from all the rest of the world, and has an un-

questionable right to say who shall not be their

associates."§

* See 0Ln'xn.'s ed. of Pnmrou, note to p. 75.

1 Const. G. L. of New York, 1858, § viii., s. 8.

1 Com. of Corresp. G. L. of Ohio, 1856, p. 482.

§ Rep. of Com. of For. Carresp., 1854, p. 10. It is evident, however, that

this involves a very contracted view of the universality of Masonry, and that

by making each Lodge a distinct and independent family. the cosmopolitan
character of the institution is completely denied. Fortunately this theory il

nowhere else recognized.
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The doctrine in California appears to be, that
" the right (so called) to visit masonically is not an

absolute right, but is a favor, to which every lawful

Mason in good standing is entitled, and which a

Lodge may concede or refuse at its discretion."

There is in the phraseology of this Regulation
such a contradiction of terms as to give an objection~
able ambiguity to the statute. If the right of visit

"is not an absolute right," then every Mason in

good standing is not entitled to it. And if it is a

favor to which "

every lawful Mason in good stand-

ing is entitled," then no Lodge can "concede or re-

fuse it at its discretion." There seems almost to be

an absurdity in declaring by statute that every
Mason has a right to ask for that which may, with-

out cause assigned, be refused. The right mentioned

in the old adage that "
a cat may look at a king,"

has more substantiality about it than this mere right
of asking, without any certainty of obtaining.

The true doctrine is, that the right of visit is one

of the positive rights of every Mason ; because

Lodges are justly considered as only divisions for

convenicnce of the universal Masonic family. The

right may, of course, be lost or forfeited on special
occasions, by various circumstances; but any Mas-

ter who shall refuse admission to a Mason, in good
standing, who knocks at the door of his Lodge, is

expected to furnish some good and satisfactory
reason for his thus violating a Masonic right. If

the admission of the applicant, whether a member

or visitor, would, in his opinion, be attended with
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lD_]llll0llS consequences such for mstance as lmpalr

mg the harmony of the Lodge, a Master would then

I plesume be _yustmfied mn refusmv adnnsslon But

wlthout the existence of some such good reason,

Mason1c_]ur1sts have always declded that the ught
of vxsltatlou IS absolute and posltrrc, and mures to

every Mason ln lns travels throughout thc world

Wherever he may be howew cr dxstant from hls rcsl

dence and m the land of the stranger ew ery Lodge
IS to a Mason ln good standlng, hls home where he

should be ever sure of the warmest and truest

Welcome

We are next to mquxre Into the nature of the re-

strlctlons whlch have been thrown around the exer

case of this rlght of vxsxt

In the iirst place to entltle hnm to thls rlght of

v1s1t a Master Mason must be aflihated wlth some

Lodge Of thls doctnne there IS no quest1on All

Masomc authorltxes concur ln coniirmmg lt But

as a Mason may take hrs demlt from a partlcular
Lodge wlth the desxgn of umtmg agaln wnth some

other lt IS proper that he should be allowed the op-

portunxty of WlSltlIlg varxous Lodges for the pur

pose-where there are more than one ln the same

place-of makmg lns selectlon But that no en

couragement may be gn en to lum to protract the

period of lns wxthdrawal of Lodge membershlp this

prnnlege of VlSll,lIlg must be restrlcted wxthln the

narrowest hmlts Accordlngly the Grand Lodge
of England has lald down the doctnne ID 1tS Con

stltutnons ln the followlng words

1
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"A Brother, who is not a subscribing member to some

Lodge, shall not be permitted to visit any one Lodge in the

town or place in which he resides, more than once during his

secession from the cral`t."*

A similar usage appears very generally, indeed

universally, to prevail ; so that it may be laid down

as a law, 'dxed by custom and confirmed in most

jurisdictions by statutory enactment, that an un-

affiliated Mason cannot visit any Lodge more than

once.1' By ceasing to be affiliated, he loses his

general right of visit.

Again : a. visiting Brother, although an aiiiliated

Mason, may, by bad conduct, forfeit his right of

visit. The power to reject the application of a

visitor for admission, is not a discretionary, but a

constitutional one, vested in the Master of the

Lodge, and for the wholesome exercise of which he

is responsible to the Grand Lodge. If, in his opin-
ion, the applicant for admission as a visitor, is not

in a condition, or of 'fitting moral character, to en-

title him to the hospitalities of the Lodge, he may
refuse him admission ;1 but the visitor so rejected
will have his right of appeal to the Grand Lodge,
in whose jurisdiction he has been refused, and the

" Constitutions of the G. L. of Eng., p. 91.

f The Grand Lodge of New York extends the number of visits ot un

lmllnted Masons to two. But the mle laid down in the text is the more

general mme.

1 Thus the Grand Lodge of New York has very wisely enacted that no

visitor shall be admitted, unless it be known " that his admission will not

disturb the harmony of the Lodge, or embarrass its vork."- Cbnst. G. L. gf
M K, § 23.



nicer or vlsir. 209

onus then lies on the Master of proving that such

refusal was founded on and supported by sufficient

reasons.

The great object in all Masonry being the pre-
servation of harmony among the Brethren, which

our ritual properly declares to be " the support of

all well regulated institutions," it has been deemed,
by many excellent Masonic authorities, to be the

prerogative of any member of a Lodge to object to

the admission of a visitor when his relations to that

visitor are of such a nature as to render it un-

pleasant for the member to sit in Lodge with the

visitor. It is certainly much to be regretted that

any such unkind feelings should exist among Masons.

But human nature is infirm, and Masonry does not

always accomplish its mission of creating and per-

petuating brotherly love. Hence, when two Masons

are in such an unmasonic condition of antagonism,
the only question to be solved is-the one being a

contributing member and the other a visitor-

whether shall the former or the latter retire? Jus-

tice seems to require that the visitor shall yield his

claims to those of the member. If the presence of

both would disturb the harmony of the Lodge-and I

know not how that harmony can be more effectually
disturbed than by the presence of two Masons who

are inimical to each other-then I cannot deny not

only the right, but the duty of the Master, to forbid

the entrance of the one who, as a stranger and a

visitor, has the slightest claims to admission, and

whose rights will be the least aH`eeted by the re-
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fusal. If a visitor is refused admission, it is only
his right of visit that is aifectcd ; but if a. member

be compelled to withdraw, in consequence of the

admission of a visitor, whose presence is unpleasant
to him, then all his rights of membership are in-

volved, which of course include his right of voting
at that communication on any petitions for initia-

tion or membership, and on motions before the

Lodge, as well as his right of advocating or oppos-

ing any particular measures which may become the

subject of deliberation during the meeting. Hence,
under the ordinary legal maxim, argumentum ab in-

convenienti plurlimum 'valet in lege, that is, "an argu-

ment drawn from inconvenience is of great force in

law," it seems clear that the earnest protest of a

member is sutiieient to exclude a visitor. And to

this we may add, that if by the old Regulation of

1721, every member present was to be allowed the

expression of his opinion in reference to the admit-

tance of a permanent member, because if one be

admitted without unanimous consent, "it might
spoil the harmony" of the Lodge, then by analogy
we are to infer that, for a similar reason, the

same unanimity is expected in thc admission of-a

visitor.*

' The Hon. W. B. Hvamnn, Grand Master ofthe Knights Templar of the

United Suites, whose claims as an eminent Masonic jurist are everywhere
acknowledged, lays down the following axioms in his admirable " Digest of

Masonic Laws and Deci<ions," p. 51. They refer, it is true, to Commander-

les of Knights Tenipliir, but are equnlly applicable to Lodges of Muster

Masons, and I cordially adopt them as iny own opinions on this subject ni

the revdrictions of the right of visit :
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But another lestrlctxon on the rwht of 1~1t s to

he found IH the recessxty of an 0'{3ll`lIl3.flOIl lo

B other can be pernntted t0lSl[l1l`lV stranffe Lodge,
unless he has first sublnltted to an exammatxon

Tlns c'<annnat1ou,1t IS true, may be rendered un

necessary by an avouchment
, but, as the prxnclple

IS the same, and as the subject of the r1fflt of

avouchment wxll be þÿ�(�1�l�S�C�l�I�S�b ¬�(�1ln a subsequent sec

txon, It IS unnecessary, on the present OCCIISIOII, to

conslder am thlng more than the effect of an ex

ammatxon on the I`l0'lt of vxsnt

The rule, then IS lmperatlve that every Master

Mason who applies as a vxsltor to a Lodge, and for

whose M&SODlC standmg and character as a. Mason

no Brother plesent can vouch, must submlt to an

exammatlon before he can be admltted Thxs exa

mlnatlon IS accompamed by several forms, whlch, as

they are used ln the p1 esence of a. person not known

to be a Mason, and who, after havmg partlclpated
ln them, ls often rejected, because he cannot give
8llmCl0Dt proof of hxs Masomc character, necessarnly
form no part of the secret portmns of our rltuul, and

can therefore be as safely commltted to paper and

openly publxshed, as any of the other ordmary

When a member ofa Commandery who is not under suspension apphes
for admn-non the E. Commander ought not to refuse to reeenve hm: because

mother and mttmg member olgects
But no umlmg klllglit should be admxtted lf one only of the regular

members present olguis
lfone 'member cannot sl! with another nwmber thexr dltlbrenrew sboulu

be reconemd lf pnssnble If lrneconulaxble then charges should be prefer
renfbytheobjeetmg member andawalbehad"
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business of a Lodge. To assert to the contrary--
to say, for instance, that the " Tiler's obligation," so

called because it is administered to the visitor in

the Tiler's room, and usually in the presence of that

ollicer, is a Masonic secret-is to assert, that that

which is secret, and a portion of our mysteries, may
be openly presented to a person whom we do not

know to be a Mason, and who therefore receives

this instruction before he has proved his right to it

by "strict trial and due examination." The very
fact that the " Tilcr's obligation" is to be adminis-

tered to such an unknown person, is the very best

argument that can be adduced that it no more con-

stitutes a part of our secret instructions, than do

the public ceremonies of laying corner stones, or

burying our dead. I do not consequently hesitate

to present it to the reader in the form which I have

seen usually adopted.*
The visitor, therefore, who desires admission into

a. Lodge, and who presents himself for preparatory
examination, is required to take the following oath

in the presence of the examining committee, each

* These remarks are induced in consequence of objections having been made

by a few overscrupulnus brethren tothe insertion of this Tiler's oath, in a

previous publication. They deemed it a part of the apporrcla, or hidden

things of Masonry. But for the reasons urged above, I cannot consent to

view it in this light. Masonic scholars are beginning now to abandon that

timid course which leads to the suppression of important infomiation, under

the mistaken, but honest belief, that the secrets of Fl°(!9Illt1S0l]l'§' may thereby
be unlawfully divulged. It is true that there are some things that camiot be

written ; but, as a general rule, it may be stated, that more injury has been

done to the institution by needless reserve than by liberal publication ogih
concerns.
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of whom he may likewise require to take the same

oath with him :

" I, A. B., do hereby mul hereon solemnly and sincerely swear,

that I have been regularly indiatefl, passed and raised, to the

sublime degree of a Master Ma.9on, fn a  and legally consti-

tuted Lodge of such ; that I do not rurw stand suspended or expel-
led: and know qf no reason why I should not hold Masonic

rommunicalizm with my brethren."

This declaration having been confirmed in the

most solemn manner, the examination is then com-

menced with the necessary forms. '1`he ritualistic

landmark requires that these forms must be con-

ducted in such a manner as to constitute what is

technically called a "strict trial." No question
must be omitted that should have been asked, and

no answer received unless strictly and categorically
correct. The rigor and severity of the rules and

forms of a Masonic examination must never be

weakened by undue partiality or unjustifiable deli-

cacy. The honor and safety of the institution are

to be paramount to every other consideration ; and

the Masonic maxim is never to be forgotten, that
" it is better that ninety and nine true men should,
by over strictness, be turned away from the door of

a Lodge, than that one cowan should, through
the carelessness of an examining committee, be

admitted." »

Correlative to this right of examination is that

which belongs to every visitor of demanding a sight
of the warrant ot' constitution of the Lodge which

he proposes to visit. The demand to see this im
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portant instrument he may make before examina-

tion, because it is in fact the evidence of the right
of the committee to proceed to that examination,
and the committee is bound to produce it.

Intimately connected with this subject of the

right of visit is that of Grand Lodge certificates.

The propriety of any Regulation requiring such a

document as a necessary preliminary to a visit, has,
within the last few years, been warmly agitated by
several of the Grand Lodges of this country; and

some of them, denying its antiquity, have abolished

the Regulation in their own jurisdictions. It is,
however, surprising that any writer professing to be

acquainted with the history of the institution, should

for a moment deny the great antiquity and univer-

sality of the law which has required every strange
Brother to furnish the Lodge which he intends to

visit with a certificate of his good standing in the

Lodge and the jurisdiction from which he hails.

The Regulation was certainly in force two cen-

turies ago ; for we have the evidence of that fact in

the Regulation adopted in the General Assembly in

1663, under the Grand Mastership of the Earl of

St. Albans, in the following explicit language :

" No person hereafter, who shall be accepted a Freemason,
shall be admitted into any Lodge or assembly, until he has

brought a certificate of the time and place of his acceptation
from the Lodge that accepted him, imto the Master of that

limit or division where such a Lodge is kept."

From that time, at least, the Regulation has been

strictly observed in the Grand Lodges of England.
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Ireland, and Scotland, and many of the older Grand

Lodges of this country.* Several other Grand

Lodges, however, whose Constitutions are of a later

date, have, as I have already observed, abolished it,
and decline to furnish their members 'with such cer-

tificates. There may be a doubt whether a Masonic

certificate, not renewable, but given to its possessor
for his life, is of any real value in establishing his

Masonic standing, except at the time that he re-

ceived it ; but there can be no doubt that the Regu-
lation requiring one to be given, is one of the most

ancient written laws of the Order. Under any cir~

cumstanees, it must, however, be recollected that a

Grand Lodge certificate is to be considered only as

a collateral evidence of the good standing of' its

possessor, preparatory to an examination in the

legal way; and hence the Regulation adopted by
the Grand Lodge of South Carolina in 1848, seems

to be a reasonable one, namely, that where the visi-

tor, being without a certificate, can furnish other

sufficient evidence of his Masonic standing, and

assign a satisfactory reason for his being without a

certificate, the Lodge which he proposes to visit may

proceed to his examination.

In concluding this section, it may be remarked,

' So important was this subject deemed by the Masonic Congress which

was held at Paris in June, 1855, that among the ten propositions recom-

mended, was one for n standard form of Masonic diploma. lt was advised

tlmt this instnunent should be ln Latin, with an accompanying translation in

'he national lnngnage, and to have a testamentary formula, setting fbrth the

desire of the recipient that after his death it may be returned to the Lodge
wlence it emanated.
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by way ot' reeapitulation, that the right of visit is

a positive right, which inures to every unaniliated

Master Mason once, and to every atiiliated Master

Mason always; but that it is a right which can

never be exercised without a. previous examination

or legal avonehment, and may be forfeited for good
and sufficient cause; while for the Master ot' any

Lodge to deny it, without such cause, is to do a

Masonic wrong to the Brother claiming it, for which

he will have his redress upon complaint to the

Grand Lodge, within whose jurisdiction the injury
is inflicted. This, it appears to me, is now the

settled law upon this subject of the Masonic right
of visit.

SECTION IV.

'rns mem' or Avoucuusxr.

I have said in the preceding section that an exa-

mination may sometimes be dispensed with, when a

Brother who is present, and acquainted with the

visitor, is able and willing to vouch for hini as a

Master Mason in good standing. This prerogative,
of vonching for a stranger, is strictly one of' the

rights of a Master Mason, because neither Entered

Apprentices nor Fellow Crafts are permitted to

exercise it, in reference to those who have attained

to their respective degrees. But the right is one

ot' so important a natnre-its imprudent exercise

would be attended with such evil consequences to

the institution--that Grand Lodges have found it

_;4
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neeeszsary to restrict it by the most rigid rules.

The Grand Lodges of Iowa* and Mississippi,'l for

instance, have declared that no visitor can be per-
mitted to take his seat in a Lodge, on the strength
of being vouched for by a Brother, unless that

Brother has sat in a Lodge with him.

Under ordinary circumstances, it would undoubt~

edly be the safest plan to adopt such u regulation
as this, and to require that the avouchment should

be founded on the fact of the voucher's having sat

in a Lodge with the visitor. But it cannot be de-

nied that there are occasions in which an intelligent
and experienced Mason will be as competent, from

his own private examination, to decide the Masonic

qualifications of a candidate for admission, as if he

had sat with him in the communication of a Lodge.
This subject of vouching does not, indeed, appear
to have been always understood. Many Masons

suppose that the prerogative of vouching is inherent

in every Brother, and that if A shall say that he

vonches for B, and that he has sat in a Lodge with

him, the assertion should be received with allre-

spect, and B admitted. But in how many cases

* "Whereas, the editors of some Masonic journals have decided thatn

Mason may vouch for a Brother when visiting a Lodge, without having sat in

open Dodge with him, resolved, that this Grand Lodge would euioin upon the

brethren of this jurisdiction not to tolerate such n practice."-Resolulion of
G. L qf Iowa, 1853. Proceed. p. 470;

1' " In 'the opinion of this Grand Lodge, no visitor can be permitted to

lake his sent ln A Lodge, on the strength of being vouched fur by rs Brother,
unless that Brother has sat in a Lodge with him. otherwise he must be regu-

larly examined by n committee ofthe Lodge."-Resoliuwvuqf' G. L. of Mis-

sissippi, 1856. Proceed. p. 94.

10
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may not A, from lgnorance or 1nexper1enee,bel|able
to be decerved ? How are we to know that A hmm

self was not ID a elandestlne Lodge, which had been

xmposed upon hls lgnorance when he sat wlth B?

How are we to be sure that hrs memory has not been

treacherous and that the Lodge ln whxeh he saw J

was not a Fellow Crafts' or Entered Apprent1ce=
xnstead of belng a Masters' 'I Why only by know

mg that the Masomc sklll and experience and the

general good sense and Judgment of A are such as

not to render hlm liable to the eommxsslon of sucn

errors And lf we are confident of hxs Masonic

knowledge and honesty we are ready, or ought to

he, to take lns vouchmg, wlthout further lnqulry as

to lts foundatlon but ll' we are not, then It IB safer

to depend on an examlnatlon by a commlttee than

on the avouchment of one m whose ablhty we have

no confidence A Masomc avouchment IS ID fact,
ln the nature of a mcrcantxlc or legal securlty Its

whole value depends on the character and attam

ments of the one who oH`ers lt
,

and lt would be

better I xmagme, xf a posmve rule IS to be lald

down to say that no vlsxtox shall be admxtted lnto

a Lodge except wlth the avouclnment of a well

known and slullfnl Mason or upon exaznmatlon bv

a commxttee

Stlll lt must be confessed, however humxllatmg
the confesslon may be, that a very large number of

Masons are too llttle skllled m the mysteues vrlnch

have been commumcated to them to be enabled to

pass a stranger through that ordeal of strlct GXB'

.18 .

. . . .

. .

'
q

. . .

. ._ .

1

l 0  
1

. .

"I
. .

7
-

. . . .

I

.

. . .. ~

. . .

.

1

. . . . .

. . . ..

.

Y
. . .

. ..

° 1

. . .

.

.

.

._
.

. . . .. . .

1

.. . .

.

7

.
_

. .

7 ¢

.

_

. . ...

,
L

.

. . . . .

.

°
_

,
.



mem* or avoucnunur. 219

mination, which alone can prove a friend, or detect

a foe, and an ingenious impostor would often find it

a task of but little dilliculty to deceive such an un-

skillful examiner. Thus imposed upon himself, the

deceived brother unwittingly might extend his

error, by vouching for one who has no claims upon
the fraternity. The vouehing of such brethren, de

rived from their private examination, should of

course be considered as of no value. But, on the

other hand, there are many Masons so well skilled

in the principles of the craft, that no danger of im-

position need be feared when we depend on the

information which they have derived from an exami-

nation, conducted as they would of course do it,
with all the necessary forms, and guarded by all

the usual precautions. The avouchments of such

brethren should be considered as perfectly satis-

factory.
I am inclined, therefore, to believe that the spirit

of the law simply requires that a Master shall per-
mit no visitor to be admitted without previous ex-

amination, unless he can be vouched for by a Brother

who has sat with him in open Lodge, or, if the

avouchment be made in consequence of a private
examination, unless the Brother so vouching be

known to the presiding otiicer as a skillful and ex

perieneed Mason.

But, if we admit this to be the true interpretation
of the law of avouchment, then it becomes necessary
that we should inquire more closely into what are

to be the governing principles of that private ex
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amination from which the authority of the avauch-

ment is to be derived, and into the nature of thc

competency of the Brother who ventures to give it.

In the iirst place, the avouchment thus given is, it

is understood, to be founded on some previous
private examination. Therefore it follows, that the

Brother who undertakw to vouch for a visitor on

these grounds, must have been thoroughly compe-
tent to conduct such an examination. There must

be no danger of his having been imposed upon by
an ignorant pretender. And consequently the Mas-

ter of a Lodge would be culpable in receiving the

avouchment of a young and inexperienced, or of an

old and ignorant Mason.

But again: there may hc sometimes an avoueh-

ment at second hand. Thus A may he enabled to

vouch for C, on the information derived from B.

But in this case it is essential to its validity that

the avouchment should have been made when the

whole three were present. '1`hus it is not admissible

that B should inform A that a certain person named

C, who is then absent, is a Master Mason. A can-

not, upon this information, subsequently vouch for

C. There may be some mistake or misunderstand-

ing in the identity of the person spoken of. A may
have been referring to one individual and B to

another. And the person afterwards vouched for

by A, may prove to be entirely different from the

one intended hy B. But if B, in the presence of C,
shall say to A, "I know this person C to be a Mas-

ter Mason," or words to that effect, then it is com

 ,
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pctent for A' to repeat this avouchment as his own,

because he will thus have derived " lawful infor-

mation" of the fact.
'

But here again the same principle of competency
must be observed, and B must not only be known to

A to be a skillful and experienced Mason, incapable
of being imposed upon, but A must himself be a fit~

ting judge of that skill and experience.
This second-hand avouchment is, however, always

dangerous, and should be practised with great cau-

tion, and only by eminently skiuful Masons. It is

to be viewed rather as an exception to the general
rule, and as such is generally to be avoided, although
between Masons of great learning and experience,
it 'may sometimes be a perfectly safe dependence.

The regulations by which avouchments are to be

governed appear, therefore, to be three :

1. A Mason may vouch for another, if he has sat

in a Lodge with him.

2. He may vouch for him if he has subjected him

to a skillful private examination.

3. He may also vouch for him if he has received

-positive information of his Masonic character from

a competent and reliable Brother.

Of these three, the 'first is the safest, and the last

the most dangerous. And in all of them it is essen-

tial that the voucher should be a skillful Mason, for

it is better to subject the visitor to a formal exami-

nation, than to take the avouchmcnt of an ignorant
Brother, though he may declare that he has sat in

the Lodge with the person desirous of being admit



 .
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ted. In fact, the third kind of avouchmcnt by an

eminently skillful Mason, is safer than the 'first kind

by an ignorant one.

Lastly, no written avouchment, however distin-

guished may be the Mason who sends it, or however

apparently respectable may be the person who

brings it, is of any value in Masonry. Letters of

introduction, in which light only such an avouch-

ment can be considered, are liable to be forged or

stolen ; and it is not permitted to trust the valuable

secrets of Masonry to contingencies of so probable
a nature. Hence, whatever confidence we may be

disposed to place in the statements of an epistle
from a friend, so far as they respect the social posi-
tion of the bearer, we are never to go further ; but

any declarations of Masonic character or standing
are to be considered as valuelcss. unless confirmed

by an examination.

SECTION V.

rm: mcxrr or nam-:r.

The ritual of the first degree informs us that the

three principal tenets of a Mason's profession are

Brotherly Love, Relief, and Truth. Relief, the

second of these tenets, seems necessarily to flow

from the first, or brotherly love ; for the love of our

brother will naturally lead us to the sentiment of

wishing
" to alleviate his misfortunes, to compas-

sionate his misery, and to restore peace io h:s

troubled mind."
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As the duty of assisting indigent and distressed

brethren is one of the most important duties incul-

cated by the landmarks and laws of the institution,
so the privilege of claiming this assistance is one of

the most important rights of a Master Mason. It

is what we technically call, in Masonic law, the

Right of Rdikf, and will constitute the subject mat-

ter of the present section.

The right to claim relief is distinctly recognized
in the Old Charges which were approved in 1722,
which, under the head of "Behavior to a strange
Brother," contain the following language :

" But if you discover him to be a true and genuine Brother,
you are to respect him accordingly; and if he is in want,

you must relieve him if you can, or else direct him how he

may be relieved. You must employ him some days, or else

recommend him to be employed. But you are not charged
to do beyond your ability, onlyto prefer a poor Brother, who

is a good man and true, before any other people in the same

circumstances."*

The law thus explicitly laid down, has always
been the one on which Masonic relief is claimed and

granted ; and, on inspection, it will he found that it

includes the following four principles:
1. The applicant must be in distress.

2. He must be worthy.
3. The giver is not expected to exceed his ability

in the amount of relief that he grants.
' See nnte,p. 62. In a similar spirit, the " Ancient Charges at Makingsf'

which were used in the seventeenth century, prescribe that "

every Mason

must receive and cherish a strange Brother, giving him employment. ifhfl

has any, and il' not, he is directed to " refresh him with money unto the nut
'

cdr
' -See ante,p. 52.
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4. A Mason is to be preferred to any other appli-
cant in the same circumstances.

Each of these principles of Masonic relief requires
a distinct consideration.

1. The ajqnlieant must be in distress. Freemasonry
is, strictly speaking, a charitable association : that

is to say, it does not, in any way, partake of the

nature of a joint stock, or mutual insurance com-

pany, which distinguishes so many of the friendly
societies of the present day in England and this

country. In the Masonic organization, charity is

given-as charity should only be given-to the

needy, and according to the means of the givers.
That principle of mutual insurance by which a. so-

ciety or association pledges itself, in articles of its

constitution, in consideration of the regular pay-
ment of a certain annual amount, to contribute, in

return, a 'mixed sum, usually called "a benefit," to

the member who has so paid his dues, whenever he

is sick, whether he needs it or not, making no dis-

tinction between rich and poor, but only between

punctual payers and defaulters, is a mere matter

of commercial bargain and pecuniary calculation.

There is not one particle of charity in it. It is the

legal and expected result of a previous contract, to

be enforced by law if necessary, and as such, can

enlist none of the finer emotions of the heart.*

* lt is to be regretted that on a few occasions, Masonic Lodges, capti
vutcd, without sufficient rellection, by the apparent convenience of the sys
tcm of þÿ�h ¬�1�t�(�j�z�L�9�.�&�Bthey are called, have attempted to engmit that system
on Masonry. It is. however. clear that the beretlt system, such as it is nnw



' I

mcnr or RELIEF. 225

This, therefore, I need scarcely say, is entirely
dilferent from the system of charity which is prac-
tised in the Masonic institution. Here there is no

question of arrears; the stranger from the most

distant land, if he be true and worthy, is as equally
entitled to the charities of his brethren, as the most

punctual paying member of the Lodge. The only
claim that Masonic charity listens to is that of

poverty; the only requisite to insure relief is des-

titution. The first claim, therefore, that is neces-

sary to substantiate the Masonic right of relief is,
that the Brother applying for assistance is really in

distressed or needy circumstances. The demand

for pecuniary aid can only be made bythe poor and

destitute.

2. The applicant must be worthy.
' In the lan~

guage of the Charge already quoted, he must be "
a

true and genuine Brother." The word true is here

significant. It is the pure old Saxon treowe, which

meansfaitliful, and implies that he must be one who

tised by modern friendly societies. would be an innovation upon Masonry,
and any el'l'ort to introduce it should be promptly discouraged. On this sub-

ject, a special committee of the Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia

used, in 1849, the following appropriate language:
" It is therefore clear that it is not part and parcel of Ancient Craft Ma-

sonry, and lf, as the maJority of your committee believe, it ls in violation of

the spirit and essence of the principles thereof, it is an innovation that should

be promptly checked by this Grand lodge, and one so modern in its chamo-

ter,that it may be strangled, as it were, in its birth. If need be that the

same individuals must congregate together, upon principles of this chamo-

ter, it should be accomplished under the banner ofsome one of the organiza-
tions ofthe day, where those principles are the polar star, and the great and

leading characteristics."-Proceedings of the G. L. of the D. qf G l.,
1849. p. 41.

IO*
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has been faithful to his duties, faithful to his trusts,
faithful to his obligations. The bad man, and

especially the bad Mason, is' unfaithful to all these,
and is not true. There is no obligation either in

the written law, or the ritualistic observances of the

Order, that requires a Mason to relieve such an un-

worthy applicant. By his infidelity to his promises,
he brings discredit on the institution, and forfeits

all his rights to relief. A suspended or expelled
Mason, or one who, though neither, is yet of bad

character and immoral conduct, cannot rightfully
claim the assistance of a Mason, or a Lodge of

Masons.

3. The giver is not expected to exceed his ability in

the amount of relief that he grants-that is to say,
a Brother is expected to grant only such relief as

will not materially injure himself or family. This

is the unwritten law, and conformable to it is the

written one, which says,
" You are not charged to

do beyond your ability." This provision is not in~

consistent with the true principles of charity, which

do not require that we should sacrifice our own wel-

fare, or that of our family, to the support of the

poor ; but that with prudent liberality, and a due

regard to the comforts of those who are more

nearly dependent on us, we should make some sacri-

fice of luxury out of our abundance, if we have been

blessed with it, for the relief of our distressed

brethren.

4. A Mason is to be prej`erered to any other appli
cant in the same circumstances. The duty of reliev-
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mg a distressed Brother, in preference to any other

persons under similar circumstances, although one

of the objections which has often been urged against
the Masonic-institution by its opponents, as a mark

of its exclusiveness, is nevertheless the identical

principle which was ineulcated eighteen centuries

ago by the great Apostle of the Gentiles :
" As we

have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all

men, especially unto them who are of the household

of faith/'*

The principle thus taught by the Apostle seems

to have been, by the very necessities of our nature,
the principle which has governed the charities and

kindnesses of every religious community, of every
benevolent association, and every political society
that has existed before or since his day. Its foun-

dations are laid in the human heart, and the senti-

ment to which this doctrine gives birth is well ex-

pressed by Charles Lamb, when he says : I can feel

for all indilferently, but not for all alike. .... .

I can be a friend to a worthy man, who, upon
another account, cannot be my mate or fellow. I

cannot like all people alike."i'
The practice, then, of Freemasonry, to borrow

' Galatians vi. 10. Dr. Adam Clarke explains this passage, on precisely
the principle which governs the Masonic theory ot' charity: " Let ua help all

who need help, according to the uttermast of our power; but let the first

objects of our regards he those who are of the household of faith-the mem-

bers of the church of Christ, who form one family, of which Jesus Christ is

the head. Those have the tlrst claims on our attention ; but all others have

their claims aLso, and therefore we should do good unto all."-Comnwnl
in loc.

iI'hsaya0fE|i2»
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language which I have already used on a former

occasion, is precisely in accordance witl' the doc-

trine of the apostle already quoted. It strives to

do good to all ; to relieve the necessitous and the

deserving, whether they be of Jerusalem or Sama-

ria ; to clothe the naked, to feed the hungry, and to

comfort the distressed, always, however, giving a

preference to those of its own household-those

who, in the day of their prosperity, supported and

upheld that institution on which, in the time of

their distress, they have called for aid-those who

have contributed out of their abundance to its

funds, that those funds might be prepared to relieve

them in their hour of want-those who have borne

their share of the burden in the heat of the day,
that when their sun is setting, they may be entitled

to their reward. And in so acting, Freemasonry
has the warrant of universal custom, of the law of

nature, and of the teachings of Scripture.
Perhaps it is hardly necessary to add that the

wives and children of Masons, while claimingre-
lief through the right of their husbands and fathers,
are subject to the same principles and restrictions

as those which govern the application of Masons

themselves The destitute widow or orphans ofa

deceased Mason have a claim for relief upon the

whole fraternity which is to be measured by the

same standard that would be applied if the Brother

* 'l`he ol hgatinns of Master Masons and their lodges an common to at

n rufuren e to the wil ws and orphans of dcecnscl worthy Masons. Tbml

,
.

himself were alive, and asking for assistance!"

,, ,_
. _
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One interesting question, however, arises here.

Under what circumstances, and at what time docs

the right to claim assistance pass from the widow

and orphans of a Mason?

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence of

the Grand Lodge of New York, in 1851, announced

the doctrine that the widow of a Mason does not

forfeit her right to claim relief, although she may
have married a second time* I regret that I

cannot concur in this too hbei al view It appeals
to me that the widow of a Mason derives her

claim to Masonic relief from the fact of her widow

hood only, and therefore, that when she abandons

that wldowhood, she forfelts her claim On her

second marriage, her relations to the Order are

obliterated as completely as are her relations to

h1m whose name she has abandoned for that of

another If her new husband IS not a Mason, I

cannot sec upon what ground she could rest her

claim to Masonic protection ,
not as the wlfe of

her second husband, for that would give no founda

me notllnnted totlxed bonndanes Wherever the poor destitute or help-
less widow or orphan of n deceased worthy brother is found there the rehef

should be provided by the fraternity There rs no usage or regulation by
which like our State poor laws the destitute are to be traced back to a for

mer settlement or residence Each Lodge or Master Mason will administer

relief to true ohgects ofllasonic charity where and when they may be found

to exist." Hunaum Masonic Dagesl p 26

' We think awrfe or widow ofa Mason although she may have married

nsecond husband or become widowed n second time does not lose her clumr

upon Masons whale she lives and ought to be assisted whenever she may
need it ifnhe ma worthyand reputable woman" Proc qfG L of] Y

185115. 14| A sumlnr opinion is entertained by the Grand Lodge ul

Virginia.
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tion for such a claim-not certainly as the widow

of the first, for she is no»longer a widow.

The orphans of a brother Mason are of course

entitled to the protection of the Order, so long as

their unprotected situation needs that protection.
Boys, on arriving at adult age, and girls when they
marry, place themselves, I think, in that situation

which exoneratcs the Order from their further pro-
tection. A hale and hearty man of twenty-five
could scarcely venture to claim relief from the

Order, on the ground that he was the son of a

Mason ; nor could the wife of a man, in a. similar

worldly condition, make the same request, from the

fact that she was a Mason's daughter. The widows

and orphans of Masons are, I suppose, entitled to

the charities of the institution only while they re-

main widows and orphans. A second marriage
necessarily dissolves widowhood, and by the custom

of language, the idea of orphanage is connected

with that of childhood and youth. The condition

is lost on arrival at adult age.*
Lastly, it must be remarked that the right of

claiming relief is confined to Master Masons. Un-

doubtedly, in the very early periods of the insti-

tution, Fellow Crafts were permitted to make this

claim ; and the older Constitutions refer to them as

being entitled to relief. Subsequently, Apprentices
were invested with the right; but in each of these

° Orbus, nn orphan, and uidua, a. widow, are respectively from the verbs

vrbo and oiduo, which signify lo bereave. Both words convey the idea ol

helplessness nnd destitution, and this makes their Masonic claim.
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cases the right was conferred on these respective
classes, because, at the time, they constituted the

main body of the craft. When in 1717, Apprentices
were permitted to vote, to visit, and to enjoy all the

rights of membership in Masonic Lodges-when
they were in fact the chief constituents of the fra-

ternity-they, of course, were entitled to claim

relief. But the privileges then extended to Appren-
tices have now been transferred to Master Masons.

Apprentices no longer compose the principal part
of the fraternity. They in fact constitute but a

very small part of the craft. To remain an Appren-
tice now, for any time beyond the constitutional

period permitted for advancement, is considered as

something derogatory to the Masonic character of

the individual who thus remains in an imperfect
condition. It denotes, on his part, either a want

of Masonic zeal, or of Masonic ability. Apprentices
no longer vote-they no longer visit-they are but

inchoate Masons-Masons incomplete, unfinished-

and as such are not entitled to Masonic relief.

The same remarks are equally applicable to Fel-

low Crafts.

As to the right of relief which may or may not

belong to Masons, who are not atliliated with any

Lodge, that subject will be more properly discussed

when we come, in a subsequent part of this work, to

the consideration of unaffiliated Masons.
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SECTION VI.

'run mom or DE{lSSl0N.

The word " demit"* is peculiarly and teclmically
Masonic, and has no relation to the obsolete verb
"

to demit," which signifies
" to let fall, to depress,

to submit." A Mason is said " to demit from a

Lodge" when he withdraws from all connection

with it. It is, in fact, the act which in any other

society would be called a resignation.
The right of demission is, then, an important

right in its reference not only to the Mason who

applies for it, but also to the Lodge which grants
it, since its operation is to dissolve all Masonic con-

nection between the two parties. It is not, there-

fore, surprising that it has been made the topic of

earnest discussion, and elicited various opinions
among Masonic jurists.

Does the right exist, and if so, under what re-

strictions and with what edects? These are the

questions that naturally suggest themselves, and

must be thoroughly discussed before we can expect
to obtain a clear comprehension of the subject.

There never has been any doubt, that a Mason,
being in good standing, has a right to demit from

' Ihave no doubt that the usual orthography of this word is wmng, and

that it should be spelled dimil, being derived from the Latin verb dimiltere,
to dismiss, to leave, to discharge. I have, however, continued the spelling
which is sanctioned by constant usage, at least since the year 1723. " lf a

Master of a. particular Lodge is deposed or demiLs," B the language of n

'egulatlon adopted in that yur. See second edit.of Asnnnsfm, p. 15.1.
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one Lodge for the purpose of immediately joining
another. To exercise this uudoubted right, how-

ever, he must at the time be in good standing ; that

is, free from all charges and their results. It is

also admitted that all action on the application of

any member for a demit will be suspended, if at the

time of the application a charge shall be preferred
against the applicant. In such a case he must sub-

mit to a trial, and, if acquitted, his demit may then

be granted. These are points of law about which

there is no dispute.
The only question of Masonic jurisprudence on

this subject which has given rise-to any discussion

is, whether a member can demit from a Lodge for

the distinct purpose of severing all active connec-

tion with the Order, and becoming an unaffiliated

Mason. And it may be observed, that it is only
within a. few years that the right to do even this

has been denied.

The Grand Lodge of Connecticut, in 1853, de-

cided "that no Lodge should grant a demit to any
of its members, except for the_ purpose of joining
some other Lodge; and that no member shall be

considered as having withdrawn from one Lodge
until he has actually become a member of another."

The Grand Lodge of Texas, governed by a simi-

lar view of the subject, has declared that " it does

not recognize the right of a Mason to demit or sep~

arate himself from the Lodge in which he was made

or may afterwards be admitted, except for the pur-

pose of joining another Lodge, or when he may be
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about to remove without the jurisdiction of the

Lodge of which he is a member."

I regret that I cannot concur in the correctness,
in point of law, of these decisions and others of a

similar import that have been made by some other

Grand Lodges. Of course it is admitted that there

is no Masonic duty more explicitly taught in the an-

cient Constitutions than that which requires every
Mason to be a member of some Lodge. But I can-

not deny to any man the right of withdrawing,
whenever he pleases, from a voluntary association.

The laws of the land would not sustain the Masonic

authorities in the enforcement of such a regulation,
and our own self-respect, if there were no other

motive, should prevent us from attempting it.

Freemasonry is, in all respects, a voluntary asso-

ciation, and as no one is expected or permitted to

enter within its folds unless it be of his "own free

will and accord," so should his continuance in it be

through an exercise of the same voluntary disposi-
tion. These are the views which were entertained

by a committee whose report was adopted in 1854

by the Grand Lodge of Ohio, and which they have

expressed in the following language:

"We recognize fully the doctrine laid down in the ancient

Constitutions, 'that it is the duty of every Mason to belong
to some regular Lodge! But as his entrance into the frater-

nity is of his own free will and accord, so should be the per-
formance of this and every other Masonic duty. When, from

whatever cause. he desires to withdraw his membership from

the Lodge, it is his undoubtoi right to ask, and the duty of
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.he Lodge xl there be no objection to his moral sta dmg,
to grant htm an honorable discharge *

This, then, appears to me to be the state of the

aw on thls sub_)eet ,
a Mason, being in good stand

mg has a right to claim a demnt from his Lodge
and the Lodge cannot withhold It But a demit

rom a Lodge, as It severs the relatlon of the de-

mlttinff member to lus Lodge, and releases him from

the obligation to pay dues, deprives him also of cer

tam privileges with whlch his membership had ln

vested hlm These, however, wlll become the sub

Ject of consideration when we treat of unaliillated

Masons 1n whlch class a démlt necessarily places

Althouvh, as I have already said, there is no law

rn any of the ancient Constitutions which forbids

the grantlng of demlts to individual Masons, yet
the whole spirit of the institution is opposed to such

a system To ask for a dem1t,w1thout the mten

tion to unite wlth another Lodge, IS an act which

no Mason can commit without violating the obhga
tions which he owes to the Order It IS an aban

donment of h1s colors and although we have no

power to prevent his desertxon yet we can visit his

unfaithfulness with moral condemnation

But there IS a case of demxssnon for which the

Regulations of 1721+ have especially enacted a law

' Proceedings ofthe G L. of0hio 18 4 p 94

1' No set or number of brethren shall withdraw or separate themselves

Mm the Lodge ln whnch they were made brethren or were allerwards ad

mitted members unless the Lodge becomes too numerous nor even then

suthoul a dispensation from the Grand Master or his Deputy and when

, . 2255
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When several brethren at one time apply for de-

mits, the regulation prescribes that these demits

shall be granted only where the Lodge is already
too numerous, and the intention of the demitting
brethren is to form a new Lodge, they havinga dis-

pensation for that purpose from the Grand Master.

or at once to unite themselves with another Lodge.
The withdrawal of many members at one time from

a small Lodge would manifestly tend to its injury,
and perhaps cause its dissolution ; and when this is

done without the intention of those who have with-

drawn to unite with any other Lodge, it is to he

presumed that the act'has been the result of pique
or anger, and should not, therefore, be encouraged
by the law.

Still, however, we are again met with the diiii-

culty which opposes us in the consideration of an

application for a single demit. How is the law to

be enforced? The Regulation of 1721 simply de-

clares that "no set or number of brethren shall

withdraw or separate themselves from the Lodge,"
but it affixes no penalty for the violation of the

regulation, and if a number of brethren should de-

sire to withdraw, I know of no power in the Ma-

sonic institution which can prevent them from exer-

cising that right. It is true, that if an unmasouic

feeling of anger or pique is plainly exhibited, so

they are thus separated, they must immediately join themselves to such

other Lodge as they shall like best, with the unnnimous consent ol' that other

Lodge to which they gn, or else they must obtain the Gmnd Mustafa war

nat to join in forming u new Lodge."-Regulations qf 172l. An. viii

. 
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that a charge can be predicated on it, the demits

may be withheld until the charge is disproved. But

unless such charge is made, the demits must be

granted. The holding of membership in a Lodge
is an absolute duty, but one which cannot be en-

forced.. If a Mason violates it, all that can be done

is to visit him with the penalties which fall upon
unatliliated Masons. But he cannot be compelled
to continue his membership contrary to his own in-

clinations. The penalties of non-aiiiliation are to

begin, not when a Brother asks for a demit, for this

may be done for a good purpose, but when, after

having received this demit, he neglects or refuses,
within a reasonable time, to unite with another

Lodge. The demit must be granted, if the Mason

applying is in good standing at the time, and the

penalties of non-affiliation must be subsequently en-

forced, if he renders himself obnoxious to them.

The Grand Lodge of Connecticut forbids the

granting of demits, except to join another Lodge.
North Carolina says that "no Lodge possesses the

power to allow a Brother to withdraw of his own

accord." Texas does not recognize the right of de-

mission. Missouri declares " that no Brother shall

be permitted to demit from any Lodge, except for

the purpose of traveling or joining another Lodge.
"

On the other side of the question, the Grand

Lodge of Michigan thinks that " the compulsory
method of keeping Masons after they have once

been made is repugnant to the voluntary character

of the institution." Massachusetts doubts the power



238 atom* or APPEAL.

of the Grand Lodge to obtain successful results in

thecase of compulsory membership, which it thinks

"even if practicable, gives very slight promise of

benefit to either party." New York says, "demis-

sion is the joint act of the Lodge and the member."

Wisconsin, Virginia, Mississippi, Tennessee, and the

majority of the Grand Lodges, while reprobating
the practice of demitting, do not deny the right.

Amidst these contradictory opinions, I have en-

deavored to be governed by the analogies of law

and the principles of equity, which lead me to the

belief that although a demission made with the in-

tention of a total disseverance from the Order is a

violation of Masonic duty, yet therc is no power in

a Lodge to refuse it when demanded.

SECTION VII.

'ran mam' or APPEAL;
The Right of Appeal is an inherent right belong-

ing to every Mason, and the Grand Lodge is the

appellate body, to whom the appeal is to be made.

The principles of equality and justice, upon which

the institution is founded, render it necessary that

there should be a remedy for every injury done to

or injustice inflicted upon the humblest of its mem-

bers ; for, in Masonry as in the municipal law, it is

held as a maxim that there is no wrong without a

remedy-ubi _jus ibi remedium.*
* " Ifa man has A right, he must have n means to vindicate and maintain.

and a remedy, if he is injured in the exercise and enjoyment of it; and, in-

deed, it is a vain thing to imagine a right without :remedy : for want of right
md want of remedy are reciprocal."-Bnoou. Legal Mazims, p. 147
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The doctrine of appeals is founded on this prin-
ciple. It furnishes the remedy for any invasion of

Masonic rights, and hence it may be considered as

one of the most important prerogatives that the

Mason possesses.

Appeals are of two kinds : lst, from the decision

of the Master; 2dly, from the decision of the Lodge.
Each of these will require a. distinct consideration.

I. Afyzeals from the Decision of the ll/Rfster. It is

now a settled doctrine in Masonic law that there

can be no appeal from thc decision of a Master of

a Lodge* to the Lodge itself. But an appeal al-

ways lies from such decision to the Grand Lodge,
which is bound to entertain the appeal and to in-

quire into the correctness of the decisionlz Some

writers have endeavored to restrain the despotic
authority of the Master to decisions in matters

strictly relating to the work of the Lodge, while

they contend that on all questions of business an

appeal may be taken from his decision to the Lodge.1

' By this I mean the presiding olllcer, whether he be the Master, or a

Warden, or Past Master, holding the omce and occupying the chair pro

tzmpore.
1' " It is not in accordance with ancient Masonic usage to allow an appeal

tn be taken from the decision of the Worshipful Master to the Lodge which

he goverm, upon any qumtion whatever. It is his Lodge, and while he con-

tinues to be Master, he has n right to rule, and they are bound to obey; but

for any undue assumptions nf authority he is amenable to the Grand Lodge,
and his Lodge, or any member thereof, may present the liicts in any particu-
larcase, whenever they believe their Master has erred, to the Grand Lodge,
who alone has the right to hear and determine such matter."-(bv. For

Oar. (J. L. of Ohio, lB4B, p. 93.

,t Thin the Grand lodge of Ohio, in l846.adop!ed the report of a cum-

mittee which annoimccd that an appeal from the decision of the llsster.
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But it would be unsafe, and often impracticable, to

draw this distinction, and accordingly the highest
Masonic authorities have rejected the theory and

denied the power in a Lodge to entertain an appeal
from any decision of the presiding oilicer.

It must be admitted that, with the present under-

standing of the law on this subject, the power of the

Master is to a great extent rendered despotic in his

Lodge. But on the other hand, by the wise pro-
visions of the same law, this despotism is restrained

by the most salutary checks. The Master himself

is bound bythe most solemn obligations to the faith-

ful discharge of his duties and the impartial admin-

istration of justice and equity. And as a still fur-

ther safeguard, the Grand Lodge, as the appellate
court of the jurisdiction, is ever ready to listen to

appeals, to redress grievances, to correct the errors

of an ignorant Master, and to punish the unjust de-

cisions of an iniquitous one.

As it is admitted to be the settled law of Masonry
that no appeal can be taken from the decision of the

chair to the Lodge, and as it is the duty of the

Master to see that the laws of Masonry are strictly
enforced in the body over which he presides, it fol-

lows, that any permission of an appeal "by cour-

tesy," as it is called, would be highly wrong. The

Master may, it is true, at all times, consult the mem-

on a question of business, "
was lawful and proper." But in the following

year the Committee of Foreign Correspondence mpudiated the doctrine as

IL unconstitutional innovation, in the emphatic language which I have nl

may quoted in the note on the preceding page.
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oers of his Lodge on any subject relating to their

common interest, and may also, if he thinks proper,
be guided by their advice. But when he has once

made a decision on any subject and oiiicially pro-
claimed it, he should, under no promptings of deli-

cacy or forbearance, permit it to be submitted to the

Lodge for consideration, under an appeal. That

decision must be the law to the Lodge, until over-

ruled by the paramount decision of the Grand

Lodge. The Committee of Foreign Correspond-
ence of the Grand Lodge of Tennessee took, there-

fore, the proper view of this subject, when they said

that the admission of appeals by courtesy, that is

with the concurrence of the Master, might ulti-

mately become a precedent from which would be

claimed the absolute right to take appeals.
The wisdom of this law must be apparent to any

one who examines the nature of the organization of

the Masonic institution. The Master is responsible
to the Grand Lodge for the good conduct of his

Lodge. To him and to him alone the supreme Ma-

sonic authority looks for the preservation of order

and the observance of the modern laws, the ancient

Constitutions, and the Landmarks of the Order in

that branch of the institution over which he has

been appointed to preside. It is manifest, then,
that it would be highly unjust to throw around a

presiding oiiicer so heavy a responsibility, if it were

in the power of the Lodge to overrule his decisions

or to control his authority. As the law will make

no distinction between the acts of a Lodge and its

11

 ,__il
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Master and wxll not permxt the latter to cast the

odlum of any error upon the body over whlch he

prcsldes and whlch he IS supposed to control It IS

but right that he should be mvested wxth an unhm

lted power corrcspondlng with hxs unlxmxted re-

sponslbllxtlcs
II Appeals from the Demszons of the Lodge Ap

peals may be made to the Grand Lodge from the

declslons of a Lodge on any sub_]ect except the ad

mxsslon of members or the electlon of candldates ,*
but these appeals are more frequently made ln refer

ence to convlctlon and punlshment after trlal

When a Mason ln consequence of charges prefer

tenced by h1s Lodge he has an xnallenable rlght to

appeal to the Grand Lodge fnom such convxctxon

and sentence

Hls appeal may be elther general or specific
That xs he may appeal on the ground generally
that the whole of the proceedmgs have been lrregu
lar or lllegal or he may appeal specxfically agalnst
some partxcnlar portxon of the trial, or lastly ad

mlttlhg the correctness of the vcrdxct and acknowl

edging the truth of the charges he may appeal from

the sentence as bemg too severe ox dxsproportlon
atc to the offence

In order that the Grand Lodge mav be enabled

to come to a just conclusion on the ments of the

By the Regulations of 1721 the choice of members wbetherby allffm

tlonorinitmtiou namadean inhenntprxvnlegemthelodgns wlthwhichilx

Grand lodge cannot interfere
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question, it is necessary that the Lodge should fur-

nish au attested copy of the charge or charges, and

of the proceedings on the trial, and this it is bound

to do.

There is no specific rule to govern the Grand

Lodge in the forms which it may adopt for con-

ducting the review of the case. But the most usual

method is to refer the appeal, with the testimony
and other papers, to a committee, upon whose re-

port, after a full investigation, the Grand Lodge
will act, and either confirm or reverse the decision
of the Lodge.

If the Grand Lodge confirms the verdict of the

subordinate, the appeal is dismissed, and the sen-

tence of the Lodge goes into operation, without fur

ther action on the part of the Lodge.
If, on the contrary, the Grand Lodge reverses the

decision of its subordinate, the appellant is placed
thereby in the same position that he occupied before

the trial. But the consequences of this action, as

it involves some very important points of Masonic

law, will be fully discussed when we come to the

consideration of the subject of Rcstoratibn, in a sub-

sequent part of this work.

But the Grand Lodge, instead of a complete con-

firmation or reversal, may find it necessary only to

modify the decision of the Lodge.
- It may, for instance, approve the finding of the

verdict, but disapprove of the sentence, as being too

severe; in which case a milder one may be substi-

tuted. As, for instance, expulsion may be reduced
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to suspension. On the other hand, the Grand Lodge
may consider the punishment inflicted not commen-

surate with the magnitude of the offence, and may
substitute a higher grade, as expulsion instead ol'

suspension. It must be understood that, although
in these cases the Grand Lodge is acting in some

respects as an appellate court, it is not to be con

trolled by all the rules that govern such bodies in

the municipal law. It cannot divest itself of its

high position as the supreme Masonic authority of

the State, and may at any time, or at any part of the

proceedings, abandon the appellate character and

assume an original jurisdietion.*
Lastly, the Grand Lodge, being dissatisfied either

with the sutliciency of the testimony, the formality
and legality of the proceedings, or the adequacy of

the punishment, may simply refer the case back to

its subordinate for a new trial. If the reference

back has been made on the ground that the testimo-

ny was not suilicient, or the proceedings irregular,
then the trial in the Lodge must be commenced de

novo, and if the Brother is again convicted, he may

again appeal; for no number of convictions can

abrogate the right of appeal, which is inalienably
invested in every Mason. But if the case is refer-

' Thus the Grand Lodge of Mississippi adopted the report of a committee

which adirmed that " the Grand Lodge has ample power to act directlyin
the case, hy reversing the decision ofthe subordinate lodge, without sending
the case back to the Lodge from which the appeal came up."- Proc. G.

L. of Miss., 1857, p. 60. Authorities on this subject might easily oe multi~

plied, as instances occur every year in which sentences are reversed without

heiv gsent back for trial. In all these cases the Grand Lodges abandon their

appellate character and nmume original jurisdiction
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red back on account of the inadequacy of the pun-

ishment, as being too severe or too lenient, it will

not be necessary to institute a new trial, but simply
to review that part of the proceedings which relate

to the sentence.

The question here suggests itself, whether on an

appeal any new evidence which had not come before

the Lodge can be introduced by either party. It is

contrary to the spirit of the municipal law, in the

trial of an appeal by a superior court, to permit the

introduction of evidence that was not originally
given to the court below,* because, as the question
is whether they did right or not upon the evidence

that appeared to them, "the law judged it the high-
est absurdity to produce any subsequent proof upon
such trial, and to condemn the prior jurisdiction for

not believing evidence which they never knew."'f
But in Masonic appeals the principle is different.

Here, as I have already observed, the Grand Lodge
does not act, simply, as a court of appeals, but as

the supreme Masonic authority, and may at any time

assume original _jurisdiction in the case. The Grand

Lodge, at all times, when any of the great principles
of Masonic polity are at issue-whether the hum-

blest of its children may have received an injury, or

one of its Lodges have abused its chartered privi-
leges and inflicted an act of injustice-is not to be

' " It is a practice unknown to our law, (though constantly followed in the

spiritual courts.) when a superior courtis reviewing the sentence of an infe-

rior, toexamine the justice of the former decree by evidence that ns never

produced below."-Bnncxsrows, 0'ommenL b. iii.ch. 27.

f Ibid b. ill. ch. 25.

 .__ll
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governed by the teehnicalities of law, but by the

great principles of justice. Like the Roman consuls

in the hour of public danger, it is invested with 8

dictatorial power
" to see that the republic receiv o

no harm."*

Hence it is competent for the Grand Lodge to re

ceive any new evidence, or to inquire into any new

matter, which will throw light upon the question at

issue between the Lodge and the appellantfr But

unless the case be one of aggravated wrong or very

palpable error, which the new evidence brings to

light, a due sense of courtesy, which is a Masonic

virtue, will prevent the Grand Lodge from at once

reversing the decision of the subordinate Lodge, but

it will remand the case, with the new evidence, to

the Lodge, for a new trial. '

In conclusion, it must he remarked, that the de-

termination of the position of the appellant, during
the pendency of the appeal, is a question of law that

is involved in much diiliculty. Formerly I enter-

tained the opinion that the appellant in this case

remains in the position of a Mason "under charges."
' Ne quid rqmblica delrimenli caperet. " In extraordinary cases, the

Senate made an act that the consuls should take care that the common~

wcalth received no detriment ; by which words they gave absolute power to

the consuls to raise armies and to do whatever they thought properfor the

public inleresL"-DUNc,N's Cicero, p. 116. This is just the absolute power

possessed at all times by a Grand Lodge. It is to see that the Masonic com

monwealth receives no detriment, and may override all technical laws, ex

cept landmarks, to attain this object.
1 The Grand Lodge of Ohio, in 1823, adopted the standing resnlutien.

that, in the case ofan appeal,
" the Lodge, or the person charged, shall have

the bc-nclit of any additional testi|n~ny."-Proceed. G. L. of Ohio, 1823,
p. 139
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But a more mature reflection on this subject, in-

duced by a very general opposition of the fratorui-

ty, has led me to review my decision. It is ailmil-

ted as Masonic law, that until thc opinion of the

higher body is known, that of the lower must con-

tinue in force. Thus, if the Master decides a point
of order erroneously, the Lodge must obey it until

it is reversed, on appeal, by the Grand Lodge.
This doctrine is founded on the principle of obe-

dience to authority, which lies at the very founda-

tion of the Masonic organization. Hence,judging
by analogy in the cases under consideration, I am

compelled honestly to abandon my former views,
and believe that the sentence of the Lodge goes
into operation at once, and is to be enforced until

the Grand Lodge shall think proper to reverse it.

Still, the position of an expelled Mason who" has

appealed is not precisely the same as that of one

who has submitted to the sentence of expulsion.
The Grand Lodge of New York has very properly
deiined expulsion as implying "a termination not

only of Masonic intercourse and connection with

the body inflicting it, but from the Masonic frater-

nity, unless an appeal be þÿ�'�l�'�l�'�M�1�d ¬�.�"�*Now the last

words qualify the definition, and show that expul-
sion, when an appeal has been made, does not pre-

cisely imply the same thing as expulsion when no

appeal has been entered. Again: expulsion has

been metaphorically described as Masonic death.

Continuing the metaphor, we may say that expul
- Const. G. Ito! New York, § 45.
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sion under appeal is rather a state of Masonic

trance than of death. The expelled person is, it is

true, deprived of all exercise of his Masonic func~

tions, and is incapable of any communion with his

brethren, but the termination of the case is rendered

uncertain by the existence of the appeal. It may
end in a confirmation of the expulsion, or in his re-

covery and restoration to Masonic rights. So that

if a speeihc term is required to designate the condi-

tion of one who has been suspended or expelled,
during the pendency of his appeal from the sen-

tence, it may be called a quasi suspensibn, or  
expulsion. The individual is not reallya suspended
or expeiled Mason until his appeal is dismissed and

the sentence confirmed; but in the meantime he is

divested of all his Masonic rights, except that of

appeal.
The right of appeal differs from the other rights

which have been the subject of discussion, in this,
that it is not coniined to Master Masons, but is

equally enjoyed by Fellow Crafts, and even Entered

Apprentices. The humblest member of the frater-

nity, when he supposes himself to be injured or

unjustly treated by his superiors, is entitled to hi..

redress, in an appeal to the Grand Lodge; for, as

has been already observed, it is the wisdom of the

law that where there is a wrong, there must bea

remedy
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SECTION VIII.

'run RIGHT or scant...

The right to be conducted to his last home by his

brethren, and to be committed to his mother earth

with the ceremonies of the Order, is one that, under

certain restrictions, belongs to every Master Mason.

I have sought, in vain, in all the ancient Consti-

tutions, to 'rind any law upon this subject ; nor can

the exact time be now determined when funeral

proccssions and a burial service were 'first admitted

as Regulations of the Order.

The celebrated caricature of a mock procession
of the " Scald Miscrable Masons,"* as it was called,
was published in 1742, and represented a funeral

procession. This would seem to imply that Masonic

funeral processions must have been familiar at that

time to the people; for a caricature, however dis-

torted, must have an original for its foundation.

The first otlicial notice, however, that we have of

funeral processions is in November of the year 1754,
when we learn that "several new regulations con-

cerning the removal of Lodges, funeral procesmbqw,
and Tilers, which had been recommended by tho

last Committee of Charity for Laws of the Grand

Lodge, were taken into consideration and unani-

mously agreed to."+
The regulation then adopted prohibited any Ma-

* A copy of this caricature will be foxmd in Clavel's Ezsloire Pitloresque
de la Franofmayonnerie, p, 174.

f Book of Cunsiitutions, third edit., p. 273.

ll* '
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son, under the severest penalties, from attending
a funeral or other procession, clothed in any of the

jewels or badges of the craft, except by dispensa-
tion of the Grand Master or his Deputy.*

I can find no further regulations on this subject,
either in the previous or subsequent editions of the

Book of Constitutions, until we arrive at the mod-

ern code which is now in force in the Grand Lodze

of England.
Preston, however, to whom we are indebted for

the funeral service, which has been the basis of all

modern improvements or attempts at improvement,
has supplied us with the rules on this subject, which

have now been adopted, by general consent, as the

law of the Order.

The regulations as to funerals are laid down by
Preston in the following words :

"No Mason can be interred with the formalities of the

Order, unless it be at his own special request, communicated

to the Master of the Lodge of which he died a member-

foreigners and sojoumers excepted; nor unless he has been

advanced to the third degree of Masonry, from which re-

striction there can be no exception. Fellow Crafts or Ap-
prentices are not entitled to the funeral obsequies."1'

The only restrictions prescribed by Preston are

it will be perceived, that the deceased must have

been a Master Mason, and that he had himself made

the request. But the great increase of unaffiliated

Masons, a class that did not exist in such numbers

' Book of Constitutions, third edit., p. 365.

P PRESTON. Illustrations, Oliver 's edit., p. 89.
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In former times, has led many Grand Lodges to

introduce as a new restriction the regulation that

unaililiated Masons shall not be entitled to Masonic

burial. I have called this a new restriction; but

although not made in as many words in the rule of

Preston, it seems to be evidently implied in the fact

that the Mason was expected, previous to his death,
to make the request for funeral obsequies of the

Master of the Lodge of which he died a member.

As unatliliated Masons could not comply with this

provision, it follows that they could not receive

Masonic burial. At all events, it has now become

an almost universal regulation.
As Master Masons alone possess the right of Ma-

sonic burial, and as the Lodge, preparatory to that

occasion, is required to be opened in the third de-

gree, it follows that Fellow Crafts and Entered Ap-
prentices are not permitted to join in a funeral pro-

cession, and accordingly we find that in the form of

procession laid down by Preston no place is allotted

to these inferior classes of the fraternity, in which

he has been followed by all subsequent monitorial

writers.

As to the dispensation spoken of in the Regula-
tions of 1754, as being required from the Grand

Master or his Deputy, for a funeral procession, as

that regulation was adopted at so late a period, it

cannot be considered as universal Masonic law.

To make it obligatory in any jurisdiction, it is ne-

cessary that it should be adopted as a local law hy

specific enuctmentof the Grand Lodge of that juris

..;.. i .
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diction. And although it may be admitted that, for

large cities especially, it is a very wholesome regu-

lation, many Grand Lodges have neglected or de-

clined to adopt it. In the United States, dispen-
sations for this purpose have very seldom, if at all,
been required. Indeed, Preston, in explaining the

object of the regulation, says: "It was planned to

put a stop to mixed and irregular conventions of

Masons, and to prevent them from exposing to de-

rision the insignia of the Order, by parading through
the streets on unimportant occasions; it was not,
however, intended to restrict the privileges of any

regular Lodge, or to encroach on the legal pre-
rogative of any installed Master."* Accordingly, in

America, Masons have generally been permitted to

bury their dead without the necessity of a. dispensa-
tion, and the Master of the Lodge engaged in this

melancholy task, while supposed to be possessed of

competent discretion to regulate the ceremony, is of

course held amenable to the Grand Lodge for any

impropriety that may occur.

However, the Grand Lodge of New York, in

1845, probably for the pu°pose of providing against
the consequences of such irregularities as are alluded

to by Preston, enacted that,
"

no dispensation au-

thorizing a funeral procession in the city of New

York, except for a sojourner, shall be issued, unless

requested by the Master and Wardens of thc Lodge
to which the deceased member belonged/"l
' Pnznon, p. 90 1' Const. G L. of New York, § 137.



CHAPTER IV

Qt isnt _flaltzrs

BEFORE proceedlng to a conslderatlon of the du

tres and prcrogatxves of Past Masters the attentlon

of the reader must be called to the fact that there

are two dxstlnct classes of Masons who bear thls

techmcal appellatlon namely those who have pre-
sxded over a Lodge of Anclent Craft Masons and

those who have recelved the Past Master s degree
m a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons Those of the

former class are known as actual Past Ma ters

It IB only of the former class-the actual Past

Masters--who derxve the txtle from havmg prcslded
over a symbohc Lodge, that I propose to speak ln

the present work

Past Masters possess but very few pos1t1ve rlghts
dlstxnct from those whlch accrue to all Master

Masons

The first and most important of these IS ellgl
bxlxty to membershlp ln the Grand Lodge K few

years ago ID consequence of a schlsm whlch took

place rn the _yurxsdxctxon of New York, an attempt
was made to assert for Past Masters an mherent
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right to th Qsmembership; but the long and able dis-

cussions which were eonducted in almost all the

Grand Lodges of the Union have apparently settled

the question forever, and irresistibly led to the con»

elusion that Past Masters possess no such inherent

right, and that membership in a Grand Lodge can

only be secured to them as an act of courtesy by a.

special enactment of the body.
In the earlier history of Masonry, when the Gen-

eral Assembly, which met annually, was composed
of the whole body of the craft, Past Masters, of

course, were admitted to membership in that assem-

blage. And so also were all Master Masons and

Fellow Crafts* But at the organization of the

Grand Lodge on a representative basis, in 1717,
Past Masters were not originally admitted as mem-

bers. The old Constitutions do not anywhere re-

cognize them. There is no mention made of them in

any of the editions of Anderson or his editors, En-

tick and Northouck. Even the sehismatic body of
" Ancients," in England, in the last century, did not

at iirst recognize them as a distinct class, entitled

to any peculiar privileges. Dermott, in the edition

of his " Ahiman Rezon," published in 1778, prefixed
a note to his copy of the Old and New Regulation,
taken from Anderson's edition of 1738, in which

note he says, "Past Masters of warranted Lodges
on reconi are allowed this privilege, (membership
in the Grand Lodge,) whilst they continue to be

' Thus the Gothic Constitutions say that,in 926," Prince Edwin summoned

all the Free and Accepted Masons in the kingdom to meet him in a Congm
gation nt York."-Axnznsos, second edit., p.64.
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'nembers of any regular Lodge."* But in the pre-
vious edition of the same work, published in 1764,
this note is not to be found, nor is there the slightest
reference to Past Masters, as members of the Grand
Lodge. Preston states that, at the laying of the

foundation-stone of Covent Garden Theatre, in 1808,
by the Prince of Wales, as Grand Master, "the

Grand Lodge was opened by Charles March, Esq.,
attended by the Masters and Wardens of all the

regular Lodges ;" and in no part of the description
which he gives of the ceremonies is any notice taken

of Past Masters as constituting a part of the Grand

Lodgc.+
The iirst notice which we obtain of Past Masters

as a component part of the Grand Lodge of Eng-
land, is in the " Articles of Union between the two

Grand Lodges of England," which were adopted in

1813, and in which it is declared that the Grand

Lodge shall consist of the Grand and Past Grand

Officers, of the actual Masters and Wardens of all

the warranted Lodges, and of the "Past Masters of

Lodges who have regularly served and passed the

chair before the day of union, and who continued,
without secession, regular contributing members of

a warranted Lodge." But it is also provided, that,
after the decease of all these ancient Past Masters

the representation of every Lodge shall consist of

its Master and Wardens, and one Past Master only.1
This was, however, evidently, a compromise made

' Dlmxorr, Ahiman Rnon, ed. 1778 p 10.

1 Pnzsrox, 0liver's edit., p.34l.
1 Ibid. p. 361
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for the sake of the Athol Past Masters, who from

1778, and perhaps a little earlier, had enjoyed the

privileges of membership, just as in 1858, a similar

compromise was made by the Grand Lodge of New

York, at its union with the schismatic body, when

all Past Masters, who were members of the Grand

Lodge in 18119, were permitted to continue their

membership. But the regular Grand Lodge of Eng-
land never recognized the inherent right of Past

Masters to membership in the Grand Lodge, as will

appear from the following language used in a re-

port adopted by that body in 1851 :

" We think it clear that the right of Past Masters to vote

in Grand Lodge,wherever and so long as that right subsists,
is due to, and depends entirely upon, the Constitutions which

grant such a privilege, and therefore is not inherent."*

It seems, therefore, now to be admitted by very

general consent of all authorities, that Past Masters

possess no inherent right to membership in a Grand

Lodge ; but as every Grand Lodge is invested with

the prerogative of making regulations for its own

government, provided the landmarks are preservedfl'
it may or may not admit Past Masers to membership
and the right of voting, according to its own notions

of expediency. This will, however, of course be,
in each jurisdiction, simply a local law which the

Grand Lodge may at any time amend or abrogate.
* Report of the Committee of the Grand Lodge of England on the New

York dihicullies.

1' "

Every annual Grand Lodge has an inherent right, power, and authority
to make new regulations, ...... provided always that the old landmarks bt!

carefully preserved."-Regulations Qf 1721. Art. xxxlx. Sec anlep. 79.
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Still, the fact that Past Masters, by virtue of

their rank, are capable of receiving such a courtesy
when Master Masons are not, in itself constitutes a

prerogative, and the eligibility to election as mem-

bers of the Grand Lodge, with the consent of that

body, may be considered as one of the rights of Past

Masters.

Another right possessed by Past Masters is that

of presiding over their Lodges, in the absence of

the Master, and with the consent of the Senior War-

den, or of the Junior, if the Senior is not present.
The authority of the absent Master descends to the

Wardens in succession, and one of the Wardens

must, in such case, congregate the Lodge. After

which he may, by courtesy, invite a Past Master of

the Lodge to preside. But as this congregation of

the Lodge by a Warden is essential to the legality
of the communication, it follows that, in the ab-

sence of the Master and both Wardens, the Lodge
cannot be opened; and consequently, under such

circumstances, a Past Master cannot preside. But

no member, unless he be a Warden or a Past Mas-

ter, with the consent of the Warden, can preside
over a Lodge; and, therefore, the eligibility of a

Past Master to be so selected by the Warden, and,
after the congregation of the Lodge by the latter

otiicer, to preside over its deliberations and conduct

its work, may be considered as one of the rights of

Past Masters.

Past Masters also are invested with the right of

installing their successors. There is, it is true, no
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Ancient Regulation which expressly confers upoi
them this prerogative, but it seems always to have

been the usage of the fraternity to restrict the in-

stalling power to one who had himself been install-

ed, so that there might be an uninterrupted suc-

cession in the chair. Thus, in the "Ancient In-

stallation Charges," which date at least as far back

as the seventeenth century, in describing the way in

which the charges at an installation were given, it

is said,* "tune unus ex senioribus tenet librum, et

illi ponent manum suam super librum ;" that is,
" then

one of the elders holds the book [of the law], and

they place their hand upon it ;" where se'mbn?>us,
may be very well interpreted as meaning the elder

Masters, those who have presided over a Lodge:
seniorea, elders, like the equivalent Greek 4rpsBu~rspo|,
presbylers, being originally a term descriptive of

age which was applied to those in authority.
In 1717, the iirst Grand Master, under the new

organization, was installed, as we learn from the

book of Constitutions, by the oldest Master of a

Lodge# Preston also informs us, in his ritual of

installation, that when the Grand Master does not

act, any Master of a Lodge may perform the cere-

mony.1 Accordingly, Past Masters have been uni-

versally considered as alone possessing the right of

installation. In this and all similar expressions, it

must be understood that Past Masters and installed

' See Pnasrow, Ol. cd., p. 71, note.

1' Sec Axnmrsox, second edit., p l0.
' Pnssrou, OL ed., p. 7l, no/f
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Masters, although not havmg been twelve months

IH the chalr are ln Masome law ldentxcal A Mas

ter of a Lodge becomes a Past Master, for all legal
purposes as soon as he IS mstalled

A Past Master xs ellglble to electxon to the chalr,
wnthout agam passlng through the office of Warden

The Old Charges prescrzbe that no one can be a

Master untll he has served as a Warden Past

Masters havlng once served ln the oiice of Warden,
always afterwards retam thls prerogatlve conferred

by such servlee

Past Masters are also entltled to a seat m the

East on the rlght and left of the Worshlpful Mas-

ter that he may on all necessary occas1ons av all

hxmself of thelr counsel and experience ln the gov
ernment of the Lodge but thls IS a matter left en

txrely to hs own dxseretlon, for ln the dehberatxons

of the Lodge the Master IS supreme and Past Mas

ters possess no other prrvlleges of speaklng and

As a mark of respect and as a dlstmctlon of rank,
Past Masters are to be lnvested wlth a Jewel pecu
har to then' d1gn1ty *

By a Regulatxon eontamed 1n the Charges ap-

proved ID 1722 it appears that none but Past Mas-

ters were elngxble to the otiiees of Deputy Grand

* The jewel nf s Past Master ln the Umted States is a pmr of compasses
extended tn slxty degrees on the fourth part of a clrclc wlth a sun ln the

centre In Fnglnnd lt was l' rmcrlv the square on a quadrant lut IH by
later regulations the Master square wxtha lcr plate sn pcndc I mtlnn lt
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Master, or Grand Warden* The ollice of Grand

Master, however, required no such previous qualiti
cation. The highest officer of the Order might be

selected from the ranks of the fraternity. The rea-

son of this singular distinction is not at first appa-

rent, but, on reflection, will be easily understood.

The Deputy and Wardens were the working oflicers

of the Grand Lodge, and expected to bring to the

discharge of the duties of their stations some expe-
rience derived from previous service in the Order.

Hence they were selected from the elders of the

craft. But the Grand Master was always, when

possible, selected, not on account of his'Masonie

knowledge or experience-for these, it was supposed,
would be supplied for him by his Deputyt-but on

account of the lustre that his high position and in-

fluence in the state would reflect upon the Order.

Thus, the Old Charges say that the Grand Master

must be "

nobly born, or a gentleman of the best

fashion, or some eminent scholar, or some curious

architect or other artist, descended of honest pa-

rents, and who is of singular great merit, in the

opinion of the Lodges."I But it was seldom possi-
ble to 'rind a nobleman, or other distinguished per

son, who had passed through the inferior oflices of

the Order, or bestowed any very practical attention

* See ante p. 58.

1' Thus the General Regulations of 1721, ln view of this fact, provide that
°' the Grand Master should receive no intimation of business conceming lla

sonry, but from his Deputy dust," andthe Deputy is also directed " to prepum
the business speedily. and to lay it orderly before his Worshlp."- -Art. xvi.

* See anle p. 68.
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on Masonry. It was, therefore, thought better that

the craft should enjoy the advantages of a Grand

Master in high social position, however unskilled in

the art he might be, than of one, no matter how

much Masonic experience he possessed, if he was

without worldly influence. Therefore no other qua-
lification was required for the oilice of Grand Mas-

ter than that of being a Fellow Craft. The regu-
lation is not now necessary, for Masonry in the

elevated condition that it has now attained, needs

no extraneous influence to support it, and Grand

Masters are often selected for their experience and

Masonic zeal; but, in the eighteenth century, the

Order undoubtedlytderived much advantage, as it

does even now in Europe, from the long array of

royal and noble Grand Masters.

All that has been here said of the rights of Past

Masters must be considered as strictly referring to

actual Past Masters only; that is to say, to Past

Masters who have been regularly installed to pre-
side over a Lodge of Ancient Craft Masons, under

the jurisdiction of a Grand Lodge. Virtual Past

Masters, or those who have received the degree in

a Chapter, as preparatory to exaltation to the Royal
Arch, possess none of these rights.

- A few years ago, this distinction of actual and

virtual Past Masters gave rise to much discussion in

the Order; and although the question of their re-

spective rights is now very generally settled, it is

proper that a few words should be devoted to its

consideration.
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The question to be investigated is, whether a vir

tual or Chapter Past Master can install the Master

elect of a symbolic Lodge, or be present when he

receives the Past Ma.ster's degree during the cero

mony of installation.

The Committee of Foreign Correspondence ol

New York, held, in 1851, that a Chapter Past Mas-

ter cannot legally install the Master of a symbolic
Lodge, but that there is no rule forbidding his be-

ing present at the ceremony.
In South Carolina, virtual Past Masters are not

permitted to install, or be present when the degree is

conferred at the installation of a Master of a Lodge.
They are not recognized by the Grand Lodge.

Bro. Gedge, of Louisiana, asserted, in 1852, that

"it is the bounden duty of all Grand Lodges to pre-
vent the possessors of the Chapter degree from the

exercise of any function appertaining to the oiiice

and attributes of an installed Master of a Lodge of

symbolic Masonry, and refuse to recognize them as

belonging to the Order of Past Masters."*

Bro. Albert Pike, one of the most distinguished
Masonic jurists of the present day, says that he does

not consider "that the Past Master's degree, con-

ferred in a Chapter, invests the recipient with any
rank or authority, except within the Chapter itself ;

"' At the same communication the Grand Lodge of [louisiana unanimously
adopted n resolution, declaring that "it can only concede, and does only
concede the title and privileges, and confide the duties of Past Master only
tn such Master Masons as have been regularly elected and installed into the

oliice of Master of a Lodge ol' symbolic Freemasomy, constituted and chu!
tered by a lawful Grand Lodge."--Proc. G. L. of La., pp. 76 and 90.



or msr msrnns. 263

that it in no way qualifies or authorizes him to pre-
side in the chair of a Lodge ; that a. Lodge has no

legal means of knowing that he has received the de

gree in a Chapter; for it is not to know anything
that takes place there any more than it knows what

takes place in a Lodge of Perfection, or a Chapter
of Rose Croix,"* whence it follows, that if the actual

Past Masters of a lodge have no legal means of

recognition of the virtual Past Masters of a Chap-
ter, the former cannot permit the latter to install

or be present at an installation.1'"
The foundation of this rule is laid in the souudest

principles of reason. It is evident, from all Masonic

history, that the degree of Past Master, which was

exceedingly simple in its primitive construction,
was originally conferred by symbolic Lodges, as an

honorarium or reward upon those brethren who had

been called to preside in the Oriental chair. Thus

it was simply an official degree, and could only be

obtained in the Lodge which had conferred the of-

Hce. But as it always has been a regulation of the

Royal Arch degree that it can be conferred only on

one who has "passed the chair," or received the

Past Master's degree, which originally meant that

none but the Masters of Lodges could be exalted to

the Royal Arch, as the degree was considered too im-

portant to be bestowed on all Master Masons indis-

criminately, it was found necessary when Chapters
' Report on Masonic Jurisprudence to the Grand Lodge of Arkansas.

1' Nor can I readily understand how a Chapter Past Master can consent,
as such, to sit in a Past Muner's lodge with Past Masters who have url

received the Mark degree. ~
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were organized independently of symbolic Lodges
to introduce the degree, as a preparatory step to the

cxaltation of their candidates to the Royal Arch.

Hence arose the singular anomaly, which now ex-

ists in modern Masonry, of two degrees bearing the

same name and identical in character, but which are

conferred by two different bodies, under distinct

jurisdictions and for totally different purposes. The

Past Master's degree is conferred in a symbolic
Lodge as an honorarium upon a newly-elected Mas-

ter, and as a part of the installation ceremony. In

a Chapter, it is conferred as a preparatory qualifi-
cation to the reception of the Royal Arch degree.
All this was well understood at the beginning, and
is not now denied by any who have made researches

into the subject. Still, as the details of this history
became, by the lapse of time, less generally known,
disputes began to arise between the two parties as

to the vexatious questions of legitimacy and juris-
diction. In these controversies, the virtual or Chap-
ter Past Masters denied the right of the symbolic
Lodges to confer, and the actual or installed Past

Masters rightly contended that the conferring of the

degree in Chapters is an innovation.

It must be evident, then,from what has been said,
that the Chapter degree has nothing, and can have

nothing, to do with the same degree as conferred in

a Lodge; and that Chapter Past Masters neither

have the right to install the Masters elect of sym-
bolic Lodges, nor to be present when, in the course

of installation, the degree is conferred.
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AN unaililiated Mason is one who does not hold

membership in any Lodge.* Such a class of Masons,
if amounting to any great number, is discreditable

to the Order, because their existence is a pregnant
evidence that care has not been taken in the selec-

tion of members; and accordingly, for some years

past, the Grand Lodges of this country have been

denouncing them in the strongest terms of condem-

nation, at the same time that able discussions have

been carried on as to thc most eligible method of

checking the evil.

The Special Committee on Jurisprudence of the

Grand Lodge of Virginia said, in 1856, with great
truth, that "it cannot be concealed that this class

of drones in the hive of Masonry, now numbered by

' The word Ls derived from the French word qfllier, which Richeiet thus

detlnes: " Donner 9. quelqu'un participation des bisns spirituels d'un Ordm

religienx: cette communication so nomme qfiliation." That ls :
" To

communicate to any one a participation In the spiritual benetlts of s re

ligious order: such A communication is called an qjfilialann."-Rlcnnnwr,
DicLde la Langue Fhzngoise. Thewoni h found in none ofthe oldcr

Masonic books.

12"
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thousands in America, are exerting a very nuwhole

some influence on the position which our time-

honored institution is entitled to hold before the

world."*
`

It is important, therefore, that we should inquire
into the prerogatives of this class, and into the na-

ture of the relations which exist between them and

the body from which they have withdrawn.

In the first place, it may be stated, that there is

no precept more explicitly expressed in the ancient

Constitutions than that every Mason should belong
to a Lodge. The foundation of the law which im-

poses this duty is to be traced as far back as the

Gothic Constitutions of 926, which tell us that "the

Workman shall labor diligently on work-days, that

he may deserve his holidays."t The obligation that

every Mason should thus labor is implied in all the

subsequent Constitutions, which always speak of Ma-

sons as working members of the fraternity, until we

come to the Charges approved in 1722, which expli-
eitly state that "

every Brother ought to belong to

a Lodge, and to be subject to its By-Laws and the

General Regulations."I
Explicitly, however, as the law has been an-

nounced, it has not, in modern times, been observed

with that fidelity which should have been expected,
perhaps, because no precise penalty was annexed to

its violation. The word "ought" has given to the

* Report of Special Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence to the Grand

Lodge of Vlrglnia,1865,p.3.
1*5ee=mlep.45. 1Seean¢ep.56.
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regulation a simply declaratory form; and although
we are still compelled to conclude that its violation

is a neglect of Masonic duty, and therefore punish
able by a Masonic tribunal, Masonic j1u°ists have

been at a loss to agree upon the nature and extent

of the punishment that should be inliicted.

The Grand Lodge of Georgia prohibits Master

Masons who remain unatliliated more than twelve

months from visiting other Lodges, or receiving
any of the privileges or benefits of Masonry.

Maryland deprives them of the right of visit.

Mississippi divests unaliiliated Masons of all the

rights and privileges of the Order-those, namely,
of visiting Lodges, demanding charitable aid, re-

ceiving Masonic burial, or joining in Masonic pro-
cessions.

Iowa directs them to be tried and suspended if

they give no valid excuse for their non-affiliation.

South Carolina withholds Masonic aid, and denies

to them the right of visit, except once, to every

Lodge.
Vermont deprives them of "all the rights, bene-

tits, and privileges of the Lodges," but makes a ros-

ervation in favor of poor brethren who cannot afford

to pay Lodge dues.

Virginia declares them to be not entitled to the

benefits of Masonry.
_

Wisconsin refuses to grant relief to them, unless

they can assign good reasons for non-aliiliation.

Alabama deprives them of Masonic relief and
burial.
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New York forbids them to visit more than twice,
withholds relief and Masonic burial, and deprives
them of the right of joining in processions.

California orders its Lodges to try them, and de-

:lares them unworthy of Masonic charity.
Indiana forbids them to join in processions, and

deprives them of the rights of relief visit, and

burial.

North Carolina directs them to be taxed. The

same principle of taxation has at various times

been adopted by Texas, Ohio, Arkansas, and Mis-

souri.

Minnesota declares it an offence to admit an unaf-

filiatcd Mason, as a visitor, more than three times,
and denies them the right of Masonic relief, burial,
and joining in proccssions.

In short, while the penalty inflicted for non-aiiili-

ation has varied in different jurisdictions, I know

of no Grand Lodge that has not concurred in the

view that it is a Masonic offence, to be visited by
some penalty, or the deprivation of some rights.

And certainly, as it is an undoubted prcccpt of

our Order, that every Mason should belong to a

Lodge, and contribute, as far as his means will

allow, to the support of the institution ; and as, by
his continuance in a state of non-atliliation, he vio-

lates this prcccpt, and disobeys the law which he

nad promised to support, it necessarily follows that

an unaiiiliated Mason is placed in a very diferent

position, morally and legally, from that occupied by
an affiliated one. Let us now inquire into the na-
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ture of that new position, and its legal effects

But I must premise, for the better understanding
of the views that will be announced on this subject,
that every Mason is placed, by the nature of the

Masonic organization, in a two-fold relation: first,
to the Order ; and next, to his Lodge.

The relation of a Mason to the Order is like that

of a child to its parent-a relation which, having
once been established, never can be obliterated. As

no change of time, place, or circumstance can au-

thorize the child to divest himself of that tie which

exists between himself and the author of his exist-

ence-a tie which only death can sever-so nothing
can cancel the relationship between every Mason and

his Order, except expulsion, which is recognized as

equivalent to Masonic death. Hence results the

well-known maxim oi,
" Once a Mason and always a

Mason." It follows, therefore, that an unaiiiliated

Mason is not divested, and cannot divest himself, ot

all his Masonic responsibilities to the fraternity in

general, nor does he forfeit by such non-atiiliation

the correlative duties of the craft to him which arise

out of his general relation to the Order. He is

still bound by certain obligations, which cannot be

canceled by any human authority; and by similar

obligations every Mason is bound to him. These

obligations refer to the duties of secrecy and of aid

in the hour of imminent peril. No one denies the

perpetual existence of the first; and the very lan-

guage-giving no room for any exceptions in its

phraseology-in which the latter is couched, leaves
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no opportunity for reservation as to adiliated Masons

only.
Bro. Albert Pike, in his report #to the Grand

Lodge of Arkansas, while discussing this subject,
says:

" If a person appeals to us as a Mason in im-

minent peril, or such pressing need that we have

not time to inquire into his worthiness, then, lest we

might refuse to relieve and aid a worthy Brother, we

must not stop to inquire as to anything."* But I

confess that I ani not satisfied with this argument,
which does not take the highest view of the princi-
ple. We are to give aid in imminent peril when

Masonically called upon, not lest injustice may be

done if we pause to inquire into the question of af-

filiation, but because the obligation to give this aid,
which is reciprocal among all Masons, never has

been, and never can be, canceled.

It may be said that in this way an expelled Mason

may also receive aid. I reply, that if I do not

know his position, of course I am not to stop and

inquire. Here the reasoning of Bro. Pike holds

good. In imminent peril we have no time to in-

quire into the question of worthiness. But if I

know him to be an expelled Mason, I am not bound

to heed his call, for an expelled Mason is legally a

dead Mason, or no Mason at all. But an unaiiili-

*Report of0o1n.ofFor.0ornesp. G. L. ofArk.,l854, p.116. ht me

add bel-e,that this document is one oftl1em<zstvaluabletrestises on Ih-

sonicjurisprudenee that has ever been publL~hed,und ought to be in tbl

library of every Mason. It bears throughout the impress of the accom

plished autbor'n profundity and originality of thought.



or Umrrrnwrnn msoivs. 271

ated Mason is not in that position, and this makes

all the diiference. The only way to cut the gor-
dian knot of these diiiiculties is for Grand Lodges
to expel all unaiiiliated Masons who can give no

suiiicient excuse for their non-aiiiliation. There is no

legal objection to this course, provided a due course

of trial, in each case, is pursued. Then, and then

only, will unatiiliated Masons become in the legal
sense unworthy ; and then, and then only, will they
lose all the Masonic rights which they had origin-
ally possessed by their relatious to the Order.

The relation which a Mason bears to his Lodge is

of a diiferent nature from that which connects him

with the Order. It is in some degree similar to

that political relation which jurists have called

"local allegiance," or the allegiance which a man

gives to the country or the sovereign in whose ter~

ritories and under whose protection he resides.

This allegiance is founded on the doctrine that

where there is protection there should be subjec-
tion, and that subjection should in turn receive pro-
tection.* It may be permanent or temporary. A

removal from the territory cancels the allegiance,
which will again be contracted towards the sove-

reign of the new domicil to which the individual

may have removed. Now this is precisely the rela-

tion which exists between a Mason and his Lodge.
The Lodge grants him its protection ; that is, from

his membership in it he derives his rights of visit,

*The maxim ofthe lewis: "Protectio trahit suhiectiouem et suhiectin
protectiouem."
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of reliet§ of burial, and all the other prerogatives
which inure, by custom or law, to the active mem~

bers of Lodges, and which are actually the results

of membership. In return for this, he gives it his

allegiance; he acknowledges obedience to its By-
Laws, and he contributes to its revenues by his an-

nual or quarterly dues. But he may at any time

dissolve this allegiance to any particular Lodge, and

contract it with another. As the denizen of a coun-

try cancels his allegiance by abandoning its protec-
tion and removing to another territory, the Mason

may withdraw his relations to one Lodge and unite

with another. But he still continues an aliiliated

Mason, only his aliiliation is with another body.
But the denizen who removes from one country

may not, by subsequent residence, give his allegiance
to another. He may become a cosmopolite, bear-

ing local allegiance to no particular sovereign. All

that follows from this is, that he acquires no right
of protection ; for, if he gives no subjection, he can

ask for no protection.
Now this is precisely the case with an unalliliated

Mason. Having taken his demit from one Lodge,
he has of course lost its protection; and, having
united with no other, he can claim protection from

none. He has forfeited all those rights which are

derived from membership. He has dissevered all

connection between himself and the Lodge organiza-
tzbn of the Order, and by this act has divested him-

self of all the prerogatives which belonged to him

as a member of that organization. Among these
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are the right of visit, of pecuniary aid, and of Ma-

sonic burial. When he seeks to enter the door of a

Lodge it must be closed upon him, for the right to

visit belongs only to aililiated Masons. Whenever

he seeks for Lodge assistance, he is to be refused,
because the funds of the Lodge are not to be dis-

tributed among those who refuse to aid, by their

individual contributions, in the formation of similar

funds in other Lodges. Nor can he expect to be

accompanied to his last resting-place by his breth-

ren; for it is a settled law, that no Mason can be

buried with the ceremonies of the Order, except
upon his express request, previously made to the

Master of the Lodge of which he is a member.

We see, then, that there is a wide difference in

the result of non-alliliation, on the relations which

exist between a Mason and the Order generally, and

those which exist between him and the Lodges of the

Order. With the latter all connection is severed,
but nothing can cancel his relations with the former

except Masonic death; that is to say, expulsion.
When the question between two Masons is in refer-

ence to any mutual duties which result from mem-

bership in a. Lodge-as, for instance, when it is a

question of the right of visit-then it is proper to

inquire into the matter of affiliation, because that

affects these duties; but when it is in reference to

any duties or obligations which might be claimed

even if Lodge organization did not exist-such, for

instance, as assistance in imminent peril-then there

can be no inquiry made into the subject of nllili-mon;
12*
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for aiiiliation or non-aiiliation has no relation tc

these duties.

But it has been said that non-afliliation is a Masonic

offence, and that he who is guilty of it is an unworthy
Mason, and as such divested of all his rights. It is

admitted, most freely, that non-aiiiliation is a viola-

tion of positive Masonic law ; but it does not follow
that, in the technical sense in which alone the word

has any Masonic legal meaning, an unaffiliated Ma-

son is an unworthy Mason. He can only be made

so by the declaration, in his particular case, of a le-

gally constituted Lodge, after due trial and convic-

tion. But this question is so well argued by the

Committee on Jurisprudence 'of the Grand Lodge
of Virginia, that I do not hesitate to cite their lan-

guage.

" All who have spoken or written upon the subject, pro-
claim him [the unaiiiliated Mason] an unworthy Mason; but

they, and ten times their number, do not make him so, in

their individual relation, for the obvious reason that he can-

not, individually, absolve himself from such duties as he

owes to the institution; so the fraternity, acting in their

individual capacity, cannot absolve themselves from their

duties to him; and as it is only by a just and legal Lodge,
acting in its chartered capacity, and under the injunctions
of the Constitutions of Masonry and By-Laws of Grand

Lodges, that he can be invested with the rights and benefits

of Masonry, and pronounced worthy; so it is only by the

same power, acting in the same character, and under the

same restrictions, that he can be disfrauchised of these

rights and beneiits, and pronounced unworthy."

'R|!|'l0'i»,P~l1¢
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It seems to me, in conclusion, that it will be

safe to lay down the following principles, as sup-

ported by the law on the subject of unaiiiliated

Masons:

1. Au unaiiiliated Mason is still bound by all

those Masonic duties and obligations which refer to

the Order in general, but not by those which relate

to Lodge organization.
2. He possesses, reciprocally, all those rights

which are derived from membership in the Order,
but none of those which result from membership in

a Lodge.
3. He has a right to assistance when 1n imminent

peril, if he asks for that assistance in the conven-

tional Way.

4. He has no right to pecuniary aid from a

Lodge.
5. He has no right to visit Lodges, or to walk in

Masonic processions.
6. He has no right to Masonic burial.

7. He still remains subject to the government of

the Order, and may be tried and punished for any

offence, by the Lodge within whose geographical
jurisdiction he resides.

8. And, lastly, as non-aililiation is a violation of

Masonic law, he may, if he refuses to abandon that

condition, be tried and punished for it, even by ex~

pulsion, if deemed necessary or expedient, by any
Grand Lodge within whose jurisdiction he lives.
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Hsvnm treated of the law m relatlon to Masons m then!

mdlvxdual capacity, I next come to the COD.Bld6l'8tl0D of those

corporate BOCIBUBB The prxmary otgamzatlon of thxs land

is the Lodge, and therefore, ln the Fourth Book I shall dm-

ouss the nature and prerogntxves of these Lodges.

bodies which result from the congregation of Masons into



:_,ff;"g'*"
  ,p.;<{'~

4 x f

.

'
`

v ~Vf'

CHAPTER 1

UD: 'Nature at a lallgz

THE Old Charges of 1722 deine aLodge to be
"

a place where Masons assemble and work a1d

the definltlou IS stzll further extended by descrlbmg
lt as

"
an assembly or duly organlzed soclety of Ma

sons
" Thls organlzatlon was orlglnally very sun

ple ln its character
,

for prevlous to the year 1717
a suiiiclent number of Masons could meet open a

Lodge, and make Masons, wlth the consent of the

sherlif or cluef maglstrate of the place* But ln

1717 a regulatxon was adopted, whxch declared

no longer be unhmlted, but that It should be vested

ln certam Lodges convened xn certam places, and

legally authorlzed by the Warrant of the Grand

' The mode of applying by petntxon to the Grand Master for a Warrant
to meet as a regular Lodge commenced only in the year 1718 prevtoos tl

which hme Lodges were empowered by mhe-rent prlvlleges vested m the

fratemity at large to meet and act occasionally under the dlrectmn of some

able Architect and the actmg magistrate of the county and the proceed-
ings of those meetmgs being approved by the mqonty ol the brethren com

vened at another Iadgc assembledin the same district were deemed can

»tltuBonaL PIIIUNX 0x..ed. p.66 mls.

;" l

" that the privilege of assembling as Masons should
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Master and the consent of the Grand Lodge. So

that the modern definition contained in the lecture

of the first degree is more applicable now than it

would have been before the eighteenth century.
This definition describes a Lodge as "au assem-

blage of Masons, duly congregated, having the

Holy Bible, square and compasses, and a Charter

or Warrant of Constitution empowering them to

work.

The ritual constantly speaks of Lodges as being
"just and legally constituted." These two terms

refer to two entirely distinct elements in the organi-
zation of a Lodge. It is "ju.st"* when it consists

of the requisite number of members to transact the

business or perform the labors of the degree in

which it is opened, and is supplied with the neces-

sary furniture of a Bible, square and compasses.
It is "

legally constituted" when it is opened under

constitutional authority. Each of these ingredients
is necessary in the organization of a Lodge. Its

justncss is a subject, however, that is entirely regu-
lated by the ritual. Its legality alone is to be con-

sidered in the present work. ,

Every Lodge, at the present day, requires for its

proper organization as a "legally constituted"

body, that it should have been congregated by the

permission of some superior authority, which au

thority may emanate either from a Grand Master

or a Grand Lodge. When organized by the for-

77

'Tbowurdjulisheretakenintbeoldsenseof"wmpleteinal|ih
mth."
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mer, it is said to be aLodge under Dispensatvkm;
when by the latter, it is called a Warranted Lodge.
These two distinctions in the nature of Lodge or-

ganization will therefore give rise to separate inqui-
ries: Erst, into the character of Lodges working
under a Dispensation; and secondly, into that of

Lodges working under a Warrant of Constitution.

SECTION I.

'rum onssruzsrron or LODGES UNDER DISPENSATION.

When seven Master Masons, at least, are desirous

of organizing a Lodge, they apply by petition to the

Grand Master of the jurisdiction for the necessary

authority. This petition must set forth that they
now are, or have been, members of a legally consti-

tuted Lodge, and must assign a satisfactory reason

for their application. It must also be recommended

by the nearest Lodge, and must designate the place
where the Lodge is intended to be held, and the

names of the persons whom the petitioners desire

to be appointed as Master and Wardens.

Seven things must therefore concur to give regu-

larity to the form of a petition for a Dispensation.
1. There must be seven signers at least. 2. They
must all be Master Masons. 3. They must be in

good standing. 4. There must be a good reason

for the organization of a Lodge at that time and

place. 5. The place of meeting must be designa-
ted. 6. The names of the three officers must be
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stated. 7. It must be recommended by the nearest

Lodge.
Dalcho, contrary to all the other authorities ex-

cept the Grand Lodge of Ireland, says that not less

than three Master Masons should sign the petition.*
The rule, however, requiring seven signers, which,
with these exceptions, is, I think, universal, seems

to be founded in reason ; for, as not less than seven

Masons can, by the ritualistic Landmark, open and

hold a Lodge of Entered Apprentices, the prelimi-
nary degree in which all Lodges have to work, it

would neeessarilybe absurd to authorize a smaller

number to organize a Lodge, which, after its organi-
zation, could not hold meetings nor initiate candi-

dates in that degree.
The Old Constitutions are necessarily silent upon

this subject, since, at the time of their adoption,
permanent Lodge organizations were unknown. But

it is singular that no rule should have been incor~

porated into the Regulations of 1721, which were

of course adopted after the establishment of per-
manent Lodgesrt It is therefore to Preston that

' Danone, Ahiman Remn,ed. 1822, p. 102. The Regulation of the Grand

Lodge of Ireland, both as to the number of signers and of necommenders,
is precisely the same as Dalcho's. The regulation has not been in force in

South Carolina, within my recollection, and seven signers are required in

that as in other jurisdictions.
1* Dmuwrr, who, however irregular, was his authority, gives ns, very

often, sn accurate idea of what was the general condition of Masonic law

at his time, says nothing about the number of petitioners in his Ahlrmn

Rezon, but in his letter to the Master of s Lodge in Philadelphia he says
that the Dispensation must be granted to one Master Mason, who will
others to hh assistance
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we are lndebted for the þÿ ¬�T�[�)�l�l�C�l�tannouncement of

the law that the petltlon must be Blglled by not

less than seven Masons

Preston says that the netltlon must be recom

mended by the Masters of three regular Lodges
adjacent to the place where the new Lodge ns to be

held' Thls IS also the preclse language of the

Constltutlon of the Grand Lodge of Ireland The

Grand Lodge of Scotland requlres the recommenda

tlon to be slgned by the Masters and Officers of two

of the nearest Lodges
" The modern Constltutlon

of the Grand Lodge of England requlres a recom

mendatxon by the oliicers of some regular Lodge
w1thout saymg anythlng of lts vxcxnlty to the new

It must be recommended by the nearest Lodge, and

It IS an excellent one too for It certlfies to the su

perlor authorlty on the very best evldence that can

be obtalned that namely of u constltuted Masonlc

body whlch has the opportumty of knowmg the

fact that the new Lodge wlll be productlve neither

ln 1tS oHicers nor 1ts localxty, of an xnyury to the

Order

But as, unfortunately, the recommendmg Lodges
are not always partlcular m mqumng lnto the quah
flC8tl0DS of the odicers of the new Lodge who have

been nominated to the Grand Master, and hence

Lodges have been created 1n advantageous sltua

txons whlch yet from the lgnorance of those who

preslded over them, have been of serlous detrx-

ment to the craft, the Grand Lodges are begmnmg
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now to look for something more than a mere formal

recommendation which only certifies to the moral

character of the applicants. As a Lodge may be

considered as a Masonic academy, it is certainly
desirable that its teachers should be competent to

discharge the duties of instruction which they have

undertaken. Hence, in 1858, the Grand Lodge of

Florida adopted a resolution which declared " that

no Dispensation or Charter shall be granted to any
set of Masons, unless the Master and Wardens

named in the application be first examined as to

their proficiency in three degrees by the Master and

Wardens, or Lodge recommending them, and that

said examination shall not be considered sufi-

cient unless the entire ceremony of opening and

closing the Lodge, with all the Lectures of each de-

gree, are fully and completely exhibited in open

Lodge, and such satisfactory examination be en-

dorsed on the application."
The correctness-the indispensable necessity of

such a. regulation-commends itself to every one

whose experience has made him acquainted with

the fact, that Lodges are too often organized, with

oHicers altogether unaequainted with the most ru

dimentary instructions of Masonry; and a carica-

ture of the institution is thus often presented, alike

derogatory to its dignity and usefulness, and hu

miliating to its better informed friends. No dis-

pensation, in my opinion, should ever be granted,
until the Lodge asking for it had given convincing
proofs that the institution of Masonry would in its
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hands be elevated and _]ust1ce would be farrly done

to all the candldates whom It should admlt I do

not ask that all Lodges should be equally learned,
but I do requu-e that none should be deplorably lg
norant Stlll exceptlng 1n_]ur1sd1ct1ons whxch may
have wlsely adopted thls regulation the old law

remams rn force wlnch only requlres a sunple
recommendatlon as to moral character and Masonlc

standxng
If tlns recommendatnon be allowed the Grand

Secretary makes ready a document called a Dzspen-
satwn which glves power to the officers named 1n

the petltlon to hold a Lodge open and close lt and

The length of tune of thls dlspensatxon IS gen

crally understood and expressed on ltS face to be,
untll It shall be revoked by the Grand Master or

the Grand Lodge or untll a Warrant of Constltu

tlon IS granted by the Grand Lodge
" Preston ob-

serves that the brethren named In 1t are vested

mth power to assemble as Masons for forty days,
and untll such tune as a Warrant of Constltutlon

can be obtalned by command of the Grand Lodge
or that authorlty be recalled '

Usage however as

a general thing allows the dlspensatlon to con

tlnue untll the next meetmg of the Grand Lodge
when It 18 exther annulled or a warrant of constl

tutlon granted
Elther the Grand Master or the Grand Lodge

has the power to revoke the dxspensatlon , and ln

such a case the Lodge of course at once ceases to
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exxst As ln the case of all extmct Lodges what

ever funds or property It has accumulated wlll

pass to the Grand Lodge whlch may be called the

natural hexr of 1tB subordmates, but all the work

done xn the Lodge under the dlspensatlon 18 regu
lar and legal, and all the Masons made by lt are, ln

every sense of the term, true and lawful brethren

SECTION Il

ORGANIZATION or wanannrso LODGES

lr the last sectxon I described the orgamzatxon
of a Lodge under dxspensatxon and It was shown

that such an organxzatnon mlght be canceled by
the revocatlon of the dxspensatlon by exther the

the Lodge would cease to cxxst , but a Lodge under

dnspensatxon may ternunate lts exlstence m a more

favorable way by bemg changed lnto a. Lodge
workxng under a warrant of eonstxtutlon Phe

mode ln whlch th1s change 1S to be effected

wxll be the subject of consxderatxon an the present
sectlon

At the communlcatlon of the Grand Lodge whnch

takes place next after the grantmg of the dxspcnsa
tnon by the Grand Master that ofiicer states the

fact to the Grand Lodge, of hls havmg granted
such an authorlty, when a vote bemg taken on the

questlon whether the dxspensatxon shall or shall not

be confirmed, lf a majority are ln fav or of the con-
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Grand Master or the Grand Lodge, in which event
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lirmation, the Grand Secretary is directed to issue

a warrant of constitution.

This instrument diifers from a dispensation in

many important particulars. A dispensation ema

nates from a Grand Master ; a warrant from a

Grand Lodge. The one is temporary and deinite

in its duration ; the other permanent and indefinite.

The one is revocable at pleasure by the Grand

Master; the other, only upon cause shown by the

Grand Lodge. The one confers only a name ; the

other, a number upon the Lodge. The one restricts

the authority that it bestows to the making of

Masons; the other extends that authority to the

installation of oiiiccrs and the succession in ofiiee.

The one contains within itself no power of seli`-per-
petuation; the other does. From these differences

in the two documents arise important peculiarities
in the prerogatives of the two bodies which are re

spectively organized under their authority, which

peculiarities will constitute the subject matter of

the succeeding chapter.
The Lodge to which the warrant has been granted

is still, however, only an inchoate Lodge. To per-
fect its character, and to entitle it to all the prero-

gatives of a warranted Lodge, certain forms and

ceremonies have to be observed. These ceremonies

are, according to the ritual, as follows, and in the

following order z*

* As the fonns of consecmtion, kc., are altogether ritualistic in then

character, I have, for the must part, followed the authority of Webb. whose

workhssformorethan half s century beenxecognlud an :Text-bookb)
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1. CoNsnc1u'r1oN.

2. DEDICATION.

3. Cousrrruriou.

4. INSTALLATION.

Before proceeding to the consideration of each

of these ceremonies, it is necessary to remark that

they should all be performed by the Grand Master

in person, or, if he is unable to attend, by some

Past Master, who acts for him by a special warrant

of proxy.

1. The Consecration.-The ceremony of conse-

erating religious edificcs to the sacred purposes for

which they are intended, by mystic rites, has been

transmitted to us from the rennotest antiquity.
"

History," says Dudley,
" both ancient and modern,

tells us that extraordinary rites, called rites of con-

secration or dedication, have been performed by
people of all ages and nations, on the occasion of

the Hrst application of altars or temples, or places,
to religious uses."* Thus, Moses consecrated the

tabernacle# Solomon the first teu1ple,I and the re-

t1rned exiles from Babylon the second.§ Among

the Grand Lodges of the United States, and whose opinion on all question:
ofoeremony is entitled to great deference, es he is admitted to have been

the founder ofthe American system of lectures. The form of constituting
Lodges, which wus practised by the Duke of Wharton, in the beginning of the

last century, and which tn described in the Brut edition of Axmmson, page

71, is much simpler, but it has long been disused in this cotmtry. P|&l0D'|

ritual, also, which varies from that of Webb, and dues not include the cere

mony of dedication. has also been abandoned.

' Nuoloq, p. 513. 1' Exod. xl. Numb. vii. 1 I Kings, viil

6 Ezra. YL 18, 17.
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the Pagans, ceremonies of the most magnificent na

ture were often uscd in setting`apart their gorgeous

temples to the purposes of worship. A Masonic

Lodge is, in imitation of these ancient examples,
consecrated with mystic ceremonies to the sacred

purposes for which it had been constructed. By
this act it is set apart for a holy object, the cultiva~

tion of the great tenets of a Mason's profession, and

becomes, or should become, in thc mind of the con-

scientious Mason, invested with a peculiar reverence

as a. place where, as he passes over its threshold, he

should feel the application of the command given to

Moses :
" Put oil' thy shoes from oif thy feet, for

the place whercon thou standest is holy ground]
On this occasion a box is to be used as thc symbol

of the Lodge. It is placed in the centre of the

room, and is a representation of the ark of the cove-

nant, which was deposited in the Holy of Holies of

the ancient temple*
In the course of the ceremonies, this Lodge is

sprinkled with corn, wine and oil, which are the

Masonic elements of Consecration. These elements

are technically called " the corn of nourishment, the

wine of refreshment, and the oil of joy," and are to

the Mason symbolic of the many gifts and blessings
* It is a great errnr on the part of some Masons tn suppose that the ark

of the covenant is a symbol peculiarly appropriate to Royal Arch Masonry,
On the contrary, the true ark is to be found only in Ancient Craft Masonry,
whose foundation is the old temple, and it has always constituted a part ol

the coat of arms of the institution. The ark used in Royal Arch Masonry ls

simply a representation of the lmitative ark which was substituted for the

original one in the second temple. The Hnyal Arch degree lms nothing tr

do with the true or Mosaic ark of the covenant.

13
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for whxch we are mdebted to the nonnty of the

G A O 'l U ,for the 'first IS emblematlc ln Ma

some symbohsm of health the second of plentv
and the thlrd of peace

'l he anclent altars were thus consecrated by the

0561 mg of barley cakes and hbatlons of wlne and

o1l and the Jewlsh rltual gxves ample dxrectlons for

a snmlar ceremony The rlte of Masonlc consecra

tlon 15 accompanled by a pray er ID whxch the

Lodge 18 solemnly consecrated to the honor of

God s glory
2 The Dedwatwn The ceremony of dedlcatlng

the Lodge lmmedxately follows that of 1ts consecra

txon 1'h1s too 18 a very anclent ceremony and

finds xts prototype ln the rellglous servlces of lllltl

qulty Every temple among the Pagans was dedl

cated to some particular delty oftentlmes to the

conyomt worshxp of several whlle the Jews ded;

cated their rehgxous edlfices to the one supreme
lehovah Thus Davld dedxcated wlth solemn cere-

monles the altar whlch he erected on the threshmg
floor of Ornan the Jebusxte after the cessatlon of

the plague wlnch had alillcted hrs people , and Cal

met conjectured that he composed the thrrheth

psalm on thls occaslon The Jews extended thxs

ceremony of dedxcahon even to thelr prxvaie houses,
and Clarke tells us m reference to a passage on

thns subject m the book of Deuteronomy that lt

was a custom m Israel to dedlcate a new house to

God wrth prayer pralse and thanksgrvmg, and
tlus wa done m order to secure the dlvme presence
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and blessing ; for no pious or sensible man could

imagine he could dwell safely in a. house that was

not under the immediate protection of God." *

According to the learned Selden, there was a dis-

tinction among the Jews between consecration and

dedication, for sacred things were both consecrated

and dedicated, while profane things, such as private
dwelling-houses, were only dedicated. Dedication

was, therefore, a less sacred ceremony than conse

cration.i' This distinction has also been preserved
among Christians; many of whom, and in the early
ages all, consecrated their churches to the worship
of God, but dedicated them to, or placed them under

the especial patronage of some particular Saint.

A similar practice prevails in the Masonic institu~

tion, and therefore, while we consccrate our Lodges,
as has just been seen,

"
to the honor of God's glory,"

we dedicate them to the patrons of our order.1
° Commentary on Dent. xx. 5: " What man is there that hath built a new

house, and hath not dedicated it? Let him go and retum unto his house, lest

he die in the battle, and another man dedicate it."
`

'fGILBD'|'US, Bishop of Lucca, in his treatise, "De Usn Ecclesiasuco,"
quoted by Du Cauge, makes a similar distinction. He says that the priest
oonsecntes the temple and the altar; but the bishop dedicates the ecclesias-

Hcal utensils which are msed only by the priesthood, such as the saoerdotnl

and pontitlcal vestments,t.he chalice, &c. Those things only, he adds, am

consecrated which are separated fi-omoommon use for divine worship.
iAs some over-scrupulous brethren have been known to object tn the

dedication of our Lodges to the Saints John, as savoring, in their opinion, of

superstition, it may be protltable to raid the remarks ot "the judicious
Hooker" on the similar custom of dedicating Christian churches: " 'Punch-

ing the names ot' angels and saints, whereby mont ofour churches are called,
u the custom of so naming them is very ancient, so neitbcr was the cause

of it at tlmt, nor is the use and continuance ot it at this present, hurtmL

That churches were consecrated to none but the Lord only, the very general
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Tradition informs ns that Masonic Lodges were

originally dedicated to King Solomon, because he

was our first Most Excellent Grand Master. In the

sixteenth century, if we may judge from expressions
used in the celebrated Charter of Cologne, St.

John the Baptist seems to have been considered as

the peculiar patron oi' Freemasonry ; but subse-

quently this honor was divided between the two

Saints John, the Baptist and the Evangelist. and

modern Lodges, in this country at least, are uni-

versally erccted or consecrated to God, and dedicated

to the Holy Saints John.* I am therefore surprised
to find the formula in Webb, which dedicates the

Lodge "to the memory of the Holy Saint John."

I cannot but deem it an inadvertence on the part of

this Masonic lecturer, since in all his oral teachings
he adhered to the more general system, and de-

scribed a Masonic Lodge in his esoteric work as

being
" dedicated to the Holy Saints John." This,

at all events, is now the universal practice, and the

language used by Webb becomes contradictory and

absurd when compared with the fact that the festi-

name itself doth sufdcientlyphuw: inasmuch as by plain grammatical ooo

struction, church doth signify no other thing than the Lords hoax. And

because the multitude of persons, so of things particular, causeth variety of

proper names to be devised for distinctions sake, founders of churches did

that which best liked their own conceit at the present time, yet each intend

Ing that as oft as those buddings came to he mentioned, t.he name should

seem in mind of some memorable person or thing."-Ecclesiast., Pol.

Bf the union, in 1813, the Grand Lodge of England changed the dedi-

.utifm from the two Saints John to Solomon and Moser. But this nnwu-

mutable innovation has never been acknowledged in America nor elsewhmf
out of the English jurisdiction-not always indeed by the Dodge: in lt.

v
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vals of both saints are equally celebrated by the

Order, and that the 27th of December is not less a

day of observance in the Order than the 24th of

June.*

The ceremony of dedication is merely the enun-

ciation of a form of words, and this having been

done, the Lodge is thus, by the consecration and

dedication, set apart as something sacred to the

cultivation of the principles of Masonry, under that

peculiar system which acknowledges the two Saints

John as its patrons.
'

3. The Constitution.-The consecration and dedi-

cation may be considered as the religious formula-

ries which give a sacred character to the Lodge,
and by which it is to be distinguished from a pro-
fane association, intended only for the cultivation

of good fellowship. The ceremony of constitution

which immediately follows, is of a legal character.

It is intended to give legality to the Lodge, and

constitutional authority to all its acts. It is of

course dependent on the preceding ceremonies; for

no Lodge can be rightfully constituted until it has

been consecrated and dedicated. The two prelimi-
nary ceremonies refer to the place, the last to the

persons assembled. The Lodge is consecrated and

dedicated as a place wherein the science of Free-

masonry is to be cultivated. The members then

' The formula of dedication used in the Book of Constitutions of the Grand

Ixxige of South Carolina corrects the phmseology of Webb in this respect,
and is therefore, I think, to be preferred:

" To the memory of the Holy
Saints John we dedicate this Lodge. May every brother revere their charm

ter and imitate their virtues."



I

294 ORGANIZATION or

present and their successors are authorized to culti-

vate that science in the legal and acknowledged
mode. '1`he ceremony of constitution is a simple
one, and consists merely in the enunciation of the

fact by the Grand Master, or his special proxy under
his authority, and as the organ of the Grand Lodge,
which body alone can give this legal character to

an assembly of Masons. In England, Grand Mas

ters have the power of granting warrants of consti-

tution ; and hence in Preston's formula the Lodge is

constituted by that otlicer in his own name and

character, but in America the power of constituting
Lodges is taken from him, and vested solely in

Grand Lodges, and hence the formula adopted by
Webb expresses that fact, and the Grand Master

constitutes the Lodge "in the name of the Most

Worshipful Grand Lodge." By this ceremony the

Lodge is taken out of its inchoate and temporary
condition as a Lodge under dispensation, and is

placed among the permanent and registered Lodges
of the jurisdiction.

4. The Installation.-The Lodge having been

thus consecrated to the uses of Masonry, and dedi-

cated to the patrons of the Order, and its members

constituted into a. legal Masonic organization, it is

now necessary that the ollicers chosen should be duly
invested with the power to exercise the functions

which have been confided to them. The ceremony

by which this invest_iture is made is called the

installation.

The custom of inducting an otiicer into the sta~
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tion to which he has been elected by some cere-

mony, however simple, has been observed in every
association. The introduction of the presiding
otlicer of a profane society into the chair which he

is to occupy, by one or more of the members, is, in

every essential point, an installation. In the church,
the ceremony (differing, as it must, in every denomi-

nation,) by which a clergyman is inducted into his

pastoral ollice, or a bishop placed in his see, is in

like manner a species of installation, all of which

forms find their type in the inauguration of the

Augurs in ancient Rome 'into their sacred otiice.*

A similar usage prevails in Masonry,where it has

always been held that an oiiicer cannot legally per-
form the duties of his oillce until he has been in-

stalled into odice. As in the Roman inauguration
the rite could only be performed by an Augur,
(whence the derivation of the word,) so in Masonry
the ceremony of installation can only be performed
by a Past Master, and in the installation of the odi-

cers of a new Lodge, by the Grand Master or some

Past Master, who has been especially deputed by
Lim for that purpose.

Preston says that the Deputy Grand Master usu-

ally invests the Master, the Grand Wardens invest

the Wardens, the Grand Treasurer and Grand

Secretary the Treasurer and Secretary, and the

Grand Stewards the Stewards. But this usage

' A nekieneatosnru (Did. qf Greek and Roman Ant.) will show

how much the inauguration ofthe Augnrs resembled in all its prcvhious the

llasmlc lnstallatlm.
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is not observed in America, where all the odicers

are installed and invested by the same installing
oliicer, whether he be the Grand Master or a Past

Master.

The ceremony of installing the subordinate odi-

cers consists simply in the administration of an obli-

gation for the faithful discharge of the duties of the

oiiice,with the investment of the appropriate jewel,
and the delivery of a short charge. But in the in-

stallation of the Master, other ceremonies are

added. He is required to signify his assent to oer

tain propositions which contain, as it were, the Ma-

sonic confession of faith; and he is also invested

with the Past Master's degree. All the writers on

the subject of installation concur in the theory that

the conferring of the Past Master's degree consti-

tutes an integral part of the installation ceremony.
The language of the oldest ritual that has been

preserved, that of the Dnke of Wharton, hints at

the fact that there was some secret ceremony at-

tached to the exoteric formula of installation,* and

the hint thus given has been fully developed by
Preston, who expressly states that the new Master

is " conducted to an adjacent room, where he is

regularly installed and bound to his trust in ancient

' " Then the Gmnd Master, placing the candidate on his le!! hand, having
asked and obtained the unanimous consent ot' all the brethren, shall say, l

constitute and Rim these good brethren into a new Lodge, and appoint you
the Master of it, not doubting of your capacity and care to preserve thi

cement of the Lodge, kc., ww: some other expressions that are proper and

usual on that occaswn. but not proper lo be wriLwn."--Axntnsomtirsl

mn., p. 71.
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form, in the presence of at least three installed Mas-

ters." I cannot, therefore, hesitate to believe, from

the uniform concurrence of all authorities, that the

investiture with the Past Master's degree consti-

tutes an essential part of the ceremony of installa-

tion, and is actually necessary to its legality as a.

completed act.
'

It is usual, in case of the absence of any one of

the oliicers who is to be installed, for some other

brother to assume his place,and,acting as his proxy,
to make the usual promises for him, and in his bc-

half to receive the charge and investiture. Long
and uninterrupted usage would seem alone sutiieient

to sanction this practice, (however objectionable it

may, in some respects, be deemed,) but it has also

the authority of ancient law; for the thirty-sixth
of the Regulations of 1721 prescribes that when

the Grand Master elect is absent from the grand
feast, that is to say, on the day of installation,
the old Grand Master may act as his proxy, per-
form his duties, and in his name receive the usual

homage.
The Lodge thus consecrated, dedicated and con-

stituted, with its ofiicers installed, assumes at once

the rank and prerogatives of a warranted Lodge.
The consecration, dedication and constitution, are

never repeated, but at every subsequent annual elec-

tion, the installation of odicers is renewed. But

on these occasions it is no longer necessary that the

Grand Master or his proxy should act as the install-

ing odicer. This duty is to be performed bythe
lil*
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lust Master, or by any other Past Master acting in

his behalf; for, by the warrant of constitution, the

power of installing their successors is given to the

officers therein named, and to their successors, so

that the prerogative of installation is oerpetually
ves*'>d in the last oiicers.
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the Bight: at Suhorhluatz lougn.

FROM what has already been said in the preced-
ing chapter concerning the organization of Lodges,
it is evident that there are in the Masonic system
two kinds of Lodges, each organized in a different

way, and each possessing different rights and pre-

rogatives. The Lodge workiug under a dispensa-
tion, and the Lodge working under a warrant of

constitution, differ so widely in their character, that

each will require a distinct section for the con-

sideration of its peculiar attributes.

SECFION I.

'ms moms or Lomas Unnsn nisrsssmon.

It follows, as a necessary deduction, from what

has already been said of the organization of Lodges
under a dispensation, that such bodies are merely
temporary in their nature, subject to the will of the

Grand Master for their continuance, and acting
during their existence simply as his proxies, for the
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purpose of exercising a right which is inherent in

him by the ancient Landmarks, that,namely,of con-

gregating Masons to confer degrees.* The ancient

records do not throw any light on this subject of

Lodges under dispensation. It appears from the

Old Regulations that the power of constituting a

Lodge at once, without any probationary dispensa-
tion, was originally vested in the Grand Master;
and the brief ceremony of constituting a new Lodge,
to be found in the Brat edition of the Book of Con-

stitutions, as well as that more enlarged one con-

tained in the second edition of the same work,1~
was drawn up in accordance with the principle that

the power of original constitution was vested in the

Grand Master. But in this country the law has

been diiferently interpreted, and the power of con-

stituting Lodges having been taken from, or rather

tacitly surrendered by Grand Masters, it has been

assumed by Grand Lodges alone. Hence Grand

Masters, in exercising the power of granting dis-

pensations to open and hold Lodges, have fallen

back for their authority to do so on that ancient

Landmark which makes it the prerogative of the

Grand Master to summon any legal number of

brethren together, and with them to make Masons.

A Lodge under dispensation is therefore simply the

creature or proxy of the Grand Master-congregw

* I have fully discussed this Landmark in the present work-Book I., p
22-23-to which I refer the reader.

f See Axmmsorfs Constitutions, tix-st edit.,1723, p. 70; and second edit

|738 0. 149
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ted for a temporary and special purpose (for it IS

admitted that the dispensation may be revoked the

next day , or 1f intended to continue until a war-

rant is granted, then only an mchoate Lodge-an
assemblage of Masons ln the state or condition pre-

paratory to the formation of a regular Lodge *

But as the Landmarks give the Grand Master the

rlght or prerogative of congregatmg his brethren

for the purpose of maklng Masons only, and as it

confers on him no power of making laws, or per

forming any other acts which exclusively reside in

a perfect and complete Lodge, It is ev1dent that his

creature, the Lodge which derlves :ts existence from

his dlspensation, can possess no prerogatives which

did not originally vest in its creation The Grand

Master cannot give to others that which he does

not lumself possess The prerogatives of a Lodge

their nature, as will appear from the following
summary

1 A Lodge under dispensation cannot be repre-
sented rn the Grand Lodge? The twelfth of the

' The Committee of Foreign Correspondence of the Grand Lodge of New

York in 18.11 gave the following dellnitlon of Lodges under dispensation
They are not considered Lodges within the meamng of that clause untll

warranted They are only in the incipient stage offormmg a Iodge. The

odlcem do not receive installation under dispensation They are not cou-

uderod members of the Grand Lodge within the meanmgof our constitution

until they have received a warrant and tbelr Lodge has been regularly con-

stituted and Its odlwrn regularly installed " Proc G L.Qf New York

1851 p 149

1 It vnll be unnecessary to cite any surhonhes in support of this principle
as the uniform usspo ofevery Grand Lodge has alwrys been in accordance

'ith il.
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under dispensation are therefore very limited in
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Regulations of 1721 deiines the Grand Lodge as

consisting of the " Masters and Wardens of all the

particular Lodges upon record," and the seventh of

the same Regulations intimates that no Lodge was

to be registered or 'rworded until a warrant for it

had been issued by the Grand Master. But it has

already been shown that the old power of granting
warrants by the Grand Master is now vested solely
in the Grand Lodge ; and hence all that is said in

these or any other ancient Regulations, concerning
Lodges under warrant by the Grand Master, must

now be applied to Lodges warranted by the Grand

Lodge, and therefore the twelfth Regulation is to

be interpreted, under our modern law, as defining
the Grand Lodge to consist only of the Masters and

Wardens of Lodges which have received warrants

from the Grand Lodge. Lodges working under the

dispensation of the Grand Master constitute, there-

fore, no part of the Grand Lodge, and are conse-

quently not entitled to a representation in it.

2. A Lodge under dispensation cannot make by-
laws. This is a power vested only in those Lodges
which, being of a permanent nature, constitute a

part of the Masonic authority of the jurisdiction.
Lodges under dispensation being of a temporary
nature, liable at any moment to be arrested in their

progress, and to have their very existence annulled

at the mandate of a single man, are incapable of

exercising the high prerogative' of making by-laws
or a constitution, the very enactment of which im-

plies a permanency of organization. But, it may be

-
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asked, are such bodles then to be wlthont any code

or system of regulatlons for thelr government " I

answer by no means Llke all other assemblles of

Masons congregated f0l a temporary perlod and

for the performance of a speclal M&SOUlC duty they
are to be governed by the Anclent Landmarks the

General Regulatlons of the Order and the speclilc
constltutlons of the Grand Lodge lmder whose Jurls-
dlctlon they are placed I have notlced lt IS true,
ln the proceedlngs of some Grand Lodges that the

by laws of Lodges under dlspensatlon have been

submltted for approval but such 18 not the general
usage of the fraternlty , nor can I understand how

a body admltted not to be a Lodge but only a

quam, or lnchoate Lodge can dllrlhg ILS temporaly

whlch lf of any value must necessarlly be lntended

for a permanent constltutlon I have never yet

happened to examlne the by laws of a lodge under

dlspensatlon but lt IS evldent that unless such a.

body has transcended the powers delegated to It by
the Grand Master and assumed for ltself a perma
nent organlzatlon, these bylaws must be entlrely
confined to the mode of maklng Masons for thls IS

the only prerogatlve whlch the dlspensatlon vests

ln such a body
3 A Lodge under dlspensatlon cannot elect odi

cers The very lnstrument of dlspensatlon to Whlcll

lt IS lndebted for lts exlstence, has nomlnated the
oiileers who are to govern lt as the agents of the

Grand Master From hlln alone they derlve then

' _
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authority, and by him alone can they be displaced,
or others substituted in their stead.* The Grand

Master has delegated certain powers to the persons
named in the dispensation, but they cannot in turn

delegate these powers of acting as Master and

Wardens to any other persons; for it is an estab-

lished principle of law that a delegated authority
cannot be re-delegated-delegata potestas mm potest
delegari. But for the Master and Wardens to re-

sign their ollices to others who had been elected by
the Lodge, would be just such a re-delegation as is

forbidden by the law, and hence a Lodge under dis-

pensation cannot elect its ollicers. They are the

appointees of the Grand Master.

4. It follows, from the nature of the organization
of a Lodge under dispensation, that it cannot install

its officers. This is indeed a ritualistic law, for the

installation of otiicers is an inherent and indivisible

part of the ceremony of constitution# and it is self-

evident that a Lodge under dispensation cannot,

' "Lodges under dispensation cannot change their omcers without the

special approbation and appointmentof the Grand Dodge."-Wana, I'l'ee~

ma.son's Monitor, p. 97,ed. 1808. He should have said," Grand Master."

But in Webb's day, if his authority is to he depended on, dispensation: were

in most jurisdictions lssued only by the Grand Lodge, a usage that has now

been universally abandoned, lf it ever existed, of which I have some doubt-

The principle, however, so far as it atfects t.he text. ls the same. The odi-

cers can only be changed by the power that grants the dispensation.

1 The petition sent. to the Grand Master bythe members of the new Lodge
which is to be constituted, as it is contalned in Wrzaa, states that " they
have obtained a charter of constitution, and are desirous that their Lodge
should be consecrated and their oliicers installed, agreeably to the ancient

usages and customs of the craft."-Wan, Mon., p. 99. The constitution

lnd consecration are thns made conditions precedent to the installation
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while in this inchoate condition, be constituted ; for

a. constituted Lodge under dispensation would be a

contradiction in terms; besides, no odicer can be

installed unless he has been elected or appointed
for a definite period. But the Master and Wardens
of a Lodge under dispensation are appointed for an

indefinite period, that is, during the pleasure of the

Grand Master, and are not, therefore, qualified for

installation.
_

5. A Lodge under dispensation cannot elect mem-

bers. Candidates may be elected to receive the

degrees, but the conferring ofthe third degree in a

Lodge under dispensation does not at the same time

confer membership, or a right to membership, as

occurs, under similar circumstances, in a Lodge
working under a warrant of constitution. This

arises from the inchoate and imperfect nature of

such a Lodge. It is simply a temporary organiza-
tion of Masons for a specific purpose. A Lodge
under dispensation is, in every sense of the word,
what the old records of England call an

" occasional

Lodge," convened bythe Grand Master for one pur-

pose, and no other. There is no authority in the

instrument that convened them to do anything else

except to make Masons. They are brought to-

gether under the mandate of the Grand Master for

this purpose only, so expressed, definitely and posi-
tively, in the plaincst and most unequivocal lan-

guage. They are not congregated to make by-laws,
to elect members, to frame laws-in short, to do

anything except
" to enter, pass. and raise Free
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masons."* If they proceed to the transaction of

any other business than this, or what is strictly in-

cidental to it, they transcend the authority that has

been delegated to them. Hence, as a Lodge under

dispensation derives all its prerogatives from the

dispensation only, and as that instrument confers no

other power than that of making Masons, it follows

that the prerogative of electing members is not con-

ferred upon it. The candidates whoihave received

the degrees in such a Lodge, partake of its imperfect
and preliminary character. If the Lodge at the

proper time receives its warrant of constitution,
they then become members of the completed Lodge.
If the dispensation, on the contrary, is revoked,
and the Lodge dissolved, they are Masons in good
standing, but unatliliated, and are not only permit-
ted. but it becomes their duty, to apply to some

regnlar Lodge for affiliation.

6. This power of electing candidates to take the

degrees in a Lodge under dispensation, is, however,
confined to the Master and Wardens. These ohi-

cers only are named in the dispensation-they only
are the proxies or representatives of the Grand

Master--they only are responsible to him for the

faithful execution of the power temporarily vested

* Webb does not give the form of the dispensation, but it will be found in

Cons, (Fheemasows Library, p. 9, 1817,) where lt is hsued to the Master

only, authorizing him to congregate a sumelent number of brethren for thc

purpose ofcpening a Lodge, " and in the said Lodge, while thus open,tu
admit, enter and make Freemnsons." More recently the dispensations lmve

been issued to a Master and tw; Wardens, but the intent of tlm lnstmmm

still remains thu same.
C
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In them All Masons who axd and assist them ln

conferrung the degrees are extraneous to the dxspen
satlon and act rn thus asslstmg precxsely as the

vlsltors to a constltuted Lodge mxght do who should

be called upon to and the regular olhcers and mem

bers ln the dxseharge of their dutles The corollary
from all thls ls, that ln a Lodge under dxspensatlon,
none but the Master and Wardens have a rxght to

elect candndates

I say a 'nght because I belxcve that such 18 the

law as a necessary and unavoldable lnference from

the pecullar orgamzatlon of Lodges under dlspensa.
tlon But It IB not always proper or courteous for

us to put ourselves on our reserved rxghts, and to

push the law wlth rlgor to lts utmost lxmlt When

a certaln number of brethren have umted themselves

together under a Master and Wardens actmg by
dxspensatlon, wlth the ulterlor design of applyxng
for a warrant of eonstltutlon and forming them

selves mto a regular Lodge although they have no

kgal wght to ballot for candidates the selectxon of

whom has been lntrusted by the Grand Master to

the three oilicers named ln the dlspensatlon for that

especml purpose , yet as the choxce of those who

are hereafter to be therr assoclates 1n the future

Lodge must be a matter of mterest to them ordl

nary courtesy, to say nothmg of Masomc kmdness,
should prompt the Mastex and Wardens to consult

the fcelxngs of thelr brethren, and to ask thelr

opxmons of the elxgxbnhty of the eandldates who

apply tc be made Masons Perhaps the most expe-
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ditious and convenient mode of obtaining this ex-

pression of their opinions is to have recourse to a

ballot, and to do so, as an act of cou~tesy, is of

course unobjectionable.
I am perfectly aware that it is the general rule

for all the brethren present to ballot for candidates

in Lodges under dispensation ; but the question is

not, what is the usage, but what is the law which

should govern the usage ? The balloting may take

place in such a Lodge, but it must be remembered.

if we are to be governed by the principles and in-

ferences of law, that each brother, when he deposits
his ball, does so, not by any legal right that he pos-

sesses, but simply by the courtesy of the Master and

Wardens, who have adopted this convenient method

of consulting the opinions and obtaining the counsel

of their brethren, for their own satisfaction. All

ballots held in a Lodge under dispensation are,

except as regards the votes of the Master and

Wardens, informal.

SECTION Il.

THE POWERS OF LODGES WORKING UNDER WARRANTS OF

CONSTITUTION.

The ritual defines a Lodge to be "
an assemblage

of Masons, duly congregated, having the Holy Bible,

square and eompasses, and a charter or warrant of

constitution authorizing them to work." Now, the

latter part of this definition is a modern addition.
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for anclently no such mstrument as a. Waxrmt of

constltutlon was requlred, and hence the Old

Charges descrlbe a, Lodge Sl[l1l`|lV as a duly organ
lzed soclety of Masons "* lnclently therefore

Masons met and performed the work of Masonry,
organxzmg temporary Lodges wlnch were dxssolvcd

as soon as the work for whleh they had been con

gnegated was completed wlthout the necesslty of a

wan ant to legahze their procecdmgs But In 1717

an olganxzatxon of the Grand Lodge of England
took place at whxch tune there were four Lodges

as Masons As soon as the orgamzatxon of the

Grand Lodge had been satlsfactorzly completed,
the four Lodges adopted a code of thxrty nme

Regulations Wl)1(,ll luke the Magna Charta of the

Englxsh barons, was lntended an all txmes there-

after, to secure the rlghts and prxvlleges of the

fraternxty f1 om any undue assumptxons of power on

the part of the G1 and Lodge Havlng accomphshed
thls preliminary measure they then, as the legal
reprcsentatlves of the Cl aft surrendered for them

selves and thclr successors thus lnherent rlght of

meeting lnto thc hands of the Grand Lodge, and

the erghth Rcgulatxon then went luto operatlon
wlnch requlres any number of Masons who wlsh

to form a Lodge to obtam as a preparatory step,
the Grand Master's warrant or authorlty 1' At

' See Old Charges in Armznsox tinted p 51

1 See the hnswry nfthese events in Pnmrou (01 lvm s ed ) pp 182 185.

Preston says thu! the warrant of the Grand Master required the oonscm
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lhe same time other prerogatives, which had always
vested ID the craft, were, by the same regnlatrons
surrendered to the Grand Lodge, so that the rela

txvc posltxon of the Grand Lodge to lts subordr

nates, and of the subordrnate Lodges to the Grand

Lodge, has, ever sxuco the year 1717, been very dxf

ferent from that whlch was prevlously held by the

General Assembly or Annual Grand Lodge to the

craft

The first and the most lmportant deductlon that

we make from thls statement IS, that whatever

powers and prerogatrves a Lodge may now possess,
are those which have always been mherent rn It by
the Ancient Landmarks of the Order No new

powers have been created 1n rt by the Grand Lodge
The Regulations of 1721 were a concesslon as well

as a reservation* on the part of the subordlnate

Lodges The Grand Lodge was establlshed by the

and spprobation ol' the Grand Lodge ln eommrmlcatlon and he quotesa
regulation to that elect , but I dad no such qualrllcatron rn Andersen or any

tlnctly says that the petxtmners must obtam the Grand Master s warrant

without any subsequent allusron to the eontlrmatory actron of the Grand

Master Bntss the Grand Lodge always exerclsed the prerogative of strlk

ing Lodges ol! the regrstry we may suppose that rt had the power of a veto

on the action of the Grand Lodge Stull the language of the Regnlatmns ol

1721 lead as everywhere to believe that a Lodge was completely constituted

by the vranant of the brand Master Such stxll wntmnas to be the regula-
tlon ln England Thus the modem Constltutxons of the Grand Lodge tl

England prescnbe that a dtspensatlon may he granted by the Provmcral

Grand Master untrl a warrant of consdtutiorr shall be signed by the Grand

M rstcr ' Canal of G L. qf Eng p 123 But rn thus country as I have

already shown warrants must enranste from the Grand Lodge.
' Aconoession olsomsrights such asthstof gfllIfvllIgl'l»'l'|l8,lldl

l£l'Yl@0f(fll.1,E¢<llllf|l\0f@|illlU.lM%|ll'B-

1

dthe subsequent editions of the Constitutions. The eighth Regulatdon dis-
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fraternity for purposes of convenience in govern-
ment. Whatever powers it possesses were yielded
to it freely and by way of concession by the frater-

nity, not as the representatives of the Lodges, but

as the Lodges themselves, in general assembly con-

vened! The rights, therefore, which were conceded

by the Ixodges they have not, but whatever they did

not concede, they have reserved to themselves, and

they claim and exercise such rights, not by grant
from the Grand Lodge, but as derived from the

ancient Landmarks and the old Constitutions of the

Order. This axiom must be constantly borne in

mind, as it will be necessary for the elucidation of

many points of Masonic law, concerning the rights
and powers of subordinate Lodges.

In an inquiry into the rights and powers of a

Lodge, it will be found that they may be succinctly
considered under fourteen diferent heads. A

Lodge has a right-
I. To retain possession of its warrant of consti-

tution.

II. To do all the work of ancient craft Masonry.
III. To transact all business that can be legally

transacted by regularly congregated Masons.

IV. To be represented at all communications of

the Grand Lodge.
V. To increase its numbers by the admission of

new members.

' The Brat meetings of the Grand Lodgeln 1717, and until the adoption of

lbethlrty-nine Regulation in l72l,vrere meeting|,noto|` the Masters and

Wudensonly.bu$oflbewbo|ecrafL Therciabundanteridenceofthisin
AndersmaudP|est
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VI. To elect its otiieers.

VII. To install its oiiieers after being elected.

VIII. To exclude a member, on cause shown

temporarily or permanently, from the Lodge.
IX. To make by-laws for its local government.
X. To levy a tax upon its members.

XI. To appeal to the Grand Lodge from the de

eision of its Master.

XII. To exercise penal jurisdiction over its own

members, and on unaffiliated Masons living within

the limits of its jurisdiction.
XIII. To select a name for itself.

°

XIV. To designate and change its time and

place of meeting.
Each of these prerogatives is connected with cor-

relative duties, and is restricted, modified and con-

trolled by certain speeiiic obligations, each of which

requires a distinct and careful consideration.

I. A Lodge has the right to retain possession of its

warrant qf oorwtitution. In this respect we see at

once a manifest diifcrence between a warranted

Lodge and one working under a dispensation. The

latter derives its authority from the Grand Master,
and the dispensation, which is the instrument by
which that authority is delegated, may at any time

be revoked by the oiiieer from whom it emanated.

In such an event there is no mode of redress pro-
vided by law. The dispensation is the voluntary
act of the Grand Master, is granted csc gralzh, and

may be withdrawn by the same act of will which

first prompted the grant. There can be no appeal
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from such an act of revocation, nor can any Masonic

tribunal require that the Grand Master should show

cause for this exertion of his prerogative.
But the warrant having been granted by the

Grand Lodge, the body of Masons thus constituted

form at once a constituent part of the Grand

Lodge. They acquire permanent rights which can-

not be violated by any assumption of authority, nor

abrogated except in due course of Masonic law.

The Grand Master may, in the conscientious dis-

charge of his duty, suspend the work of a chartered

Lodge, when he believes that that suspension is

necessary for the good of the Order ; but he cannot

recall or revoke the warrant. From that suspen-
sion of work there is of course an appeal to the

Grand Lodge, and that body alone can, on cause

shown, and after due and legl investigation, with-

draw or revoke the warrant.*

When a Grand Master thus suspends the labors

of a Lodge, he is usually said " to arrest _the war~

rantt" There is no objection to the phrase, if its

signiiication is properly understood. "To arrest

the warrant of a Lodge" is simply to forbid its com~

munications, and to prevent its members from con-
' " No warmnt ol' a Lodge can be forfeited except upon charges regularly

made in Grand bodge,at its annual oommunication,of which due notice

shall be given the Lodge, and an opportunity of being heard ln its delence;
but it may he suspended by the Grand Lodge or Grand Master, or Depuv
Grand Master, at any time, upon proper cause shown, which suspension
dial! notcxtend beyond the next annual communication."-Const. Grand

lodged New York, § 19. This, with the prerogative of suspension oun-

ferred upon the Deputy, and which is merely a local law of New York.

seems to bethe selxlcd hw upon the subject.

14
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glegatmg for the purposes of Masomc labor or

buslness under the authorlty of the warrant But
otherwxse the condmon of the Lodge remams un-

changed It does not forfelt xts funds or property
and xts members contmue ln good standmg m the

Order, and should the decree of arrest by the

Grand Master be reversed by the Grand Lodge It

resumes lts functxons just as lf no such suspensxon
or arrest had occurred I have no doubt that the

Grand Master cannot demand the dehwery of the

warrant mto hls custody , for havxng been mtrusted

to the Muster Wardens and thexr successors by the

Grand Lodge the Master who 18 the proper cus-

todlan of It has no rlght to surrender It to any one

except to that body from whom * emanated The

Grand Master ln the character of an lnjunctlon by
whxch he forbrds the Lodge to n~°et untll the com

plamts preferred agamst It can be mvestlgated and

ad_]ud1cated by the Grand Lodge
The laws of Masonry provxde only two ways ln

which the warrant of eoustltutnon of a Lodge can

be forfelted and the Lodge dl'l801V8d The first of

these IS by an act of the Grand Lodge after due

trlal The ofenccs whlch render a Lodge llable to

thls severe penalty are enumerated ID the Constltu

tlon of the Grand Lodge of New York *
as belng

1 Contumacy to the authorlty or the Grand Mas

ter or Grand Lodge 2 Departure from the orx

gmnal plan of Masonry and Auelent Landmarks

* wnat.itut||G Ld`lev York §l'l
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3. Disobedience to the constitutions. And 4. Ceas-

ing to meet for one year or more. To these I am

disposed to add, 5. The indiscriminate making of

immoral candidates, whereby the reputation of

the institution in the vicinity of the Lodge is im-

paired. _

"

The second mode by which a Lodge may be dis-

solved is by a voluntary surrender of its warrant.

This must be by the act of a. majority of the mem-

bers, and at a communication especially called for

that purpose. But it has been held that the Master

must concur in this surrender; for, if he does not,

being the custodian of the instrument, it cannot be

taken from him, except upon trial and conviction

of a competent offence before the Grand Lodge.
As the warrant of constitution is so important an

instrument, being the evidence of the legality of the

Lodge, it is essentially necessary that it should be

present and open to the inspection of all the mem-

bers and visitors at each communication of the

Lodge. The ritual requires that the three great
lights of Masonry should always be present in the

Lodge,* as necessary to its organization as a just

' I cannot ren-sin from quoting here, although not strictly a legal subject,
the beautiful language of the Committee of Foreign Correspondence of the

Grand Lodge ofNew Jersey, in 1849:
" The Bible ts found ln every Masonic assembly. Nor is it there as e

sllghted and neglected symbol ofthe Order. Upon its pages often rests the

handand falls theeyeof the candidate from the moment the tlrst starof

Masonry rises upon his vision to ' the breaking ofthe dominion of the lntidel

over the Holy Bepulcbre, by the Med steel and strong arm of vnlorous

l'ulght'. To the authority of that volume Masonry appeals for the solemnity
of her obllgatiom and the purity of her principles. It shines lr her temples
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Lodge. Equally necessary is the .warrant oi :on-

stitutiou to its organization as a legal Lodge ; and

therefore if the warrant is mislaid or out of the

room at the time of opening, it is held by Masonic

jurists that the Lodge cannot be opened until that

instrument is brought in and deposited in a. con-

spicuous place, the most usual, and perhaps the most

proper, being the pedestal of the Master.

Hence, too, as the warrant is the evidence of the

legality of a Lodge, every Mason who desires to

visit a Lodge for the iirst time is entitled to an in~

spection of this instrument, nor should any Mason

ever consent to visit a strange Lodge until he has

had an opportunity of examining it. The refusal

to submit it to his inspection is in itself a suspicious
circumstance, which should place him on his guard,
and render him at once averse to holding communion

of a Masonic nature with persons who are thus un-

willing, and, it may be, unable to produce the evi-

dence of their legal standing.
II. ALodge}w.sther11ghttodoalltlzeworkQf

ancient craft Masonry. This is the principal object
for which the Lodge was constituted. Formerly,
Lodges were empowered to exalt their candidates to

the Royal Arch degree, but since the beginning of

this century this power has been transferred in this

country to Chapters, and a Lodge is now only
authorized to confer the three degrees of symbolic

uvhenmmna brxghtesturherjewelsmia the amine textureofallher

royal and beautiful vestments is woven cf the golden threads of its subixnmt
trutlu and must impressive passages."
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Masonry, and also, at the time of installation, to in-

vest its Master with the degree or order of Past

Master. But this power to do the work of Masonry
is restricted and controlled by certain very im-

portant regulations, most of which, having been

already amply discussed in a preceding part of

this work, need only to be referred to on this

occasion.

1. The candidate upon whom the Lodge is about

to confer any of the degrees of ancient craft Ma-

sonry, must apply by petition, duly recommended ;
for no Lodge has the right to intrude the secrets of

the institution upon any person who has expressed
no anxiety to receive them. All the regulations
which relate to the petition of a candidate have

been discussed in Book II., chapter II., page 122, to

which the reader is referred. ~

2. The candidate must be possessed of the proper

qualifications, which are prescribed by the laws of

the Order. See Book II., chap. I., pp. 83-121.

3. His application must undergo a ballot, and he

must be unanimously elected. See Book II., chap.
III., pp. 134-148.

4. The Regulations of 1721 prescribe that a

Lodge cannot confer the degrees on more than 'five

candidates at one time, which last words have been

interpreted to mean at the same communication.

In the second and all subsequent editions of the

Constitution, this law was modified by the qualiiica
tion " without an urgent necessity ;" and this seems

to be the view now taken of it by the authorities of
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the Order, for it is held that it may be set aside by
the dispensation of the Grand Master.

5. It seems also to be a very general regulation
that no Lodge shall confer more than one degree on

the same candidate at one communication, unless it

be on urgent necessity, by the dispensation of the

Grand Master. We End no such rule in the General

Regulations of 1721, because there was nonecessity
at that time for it, as subordinate Lodges conferred

only one degree, that of Entered Apprentice. But

subsequently, when the usage was adopted of con-

ferring all the degrees in the subordinate Lodges, it
was found necessary, in this way, to restrain the too

rapid advancement of candidates ; and accordingly,
in 1753, it was ordered that no Lodge shall " be

permitted to make and raise the same brother at

one and the same meeting, without a. dispensation
from the Grand Master." But as no such regula-
tion is to be found in any of the written or unwrit-

ten laws previous to 1717, it can only have such

authority as is derived from the local enactment of

a Grand Lodge, or the usage in a particular juris-
diction. But the usage in this country always has

been opposed to the conferring more than one

degree at the same communication, without a dis-

pensation* 7

' Some jurists deny the right ofthe Grand Muster to grant a dispensation
br conferring the three degrees at the same communication. But I know

of no ancient law which supports such a theory, and the records ofthe Book

of Constitutions show several instances in which it was done in " occasional

Lodges." Besides, the Ilegulntion quoted in the text is an admhsien tim! in

easel of emermency. such a dispensation may be grunted.
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III. A Lodge ,` as the right to transact all business

"lat can be legally transacted In/ regularly congregafed
Masorw. This also is one of the objects for which

the warrant was granted, but like the preceding
right already considered, it is to be exercised under

the regulation of certain restrictions.

It seems now to be almost universally conceded

that all mere business (by which word I wish to

make a distinction from what is technically called
" Masonic work/') must be transacted in the third

degree. This is a. very natural consequence of the

change which has taken place in the organization
of the craft. Originally, as I have already repeat
edly observed, t_a Fellow Crafts constituted the

great body of the fratemity-the Master's degree
being confined to that select few who presided over

the Lodges. At that time the business of the Order

was transacted in the second degree, because the

possessors of that degree composed the body of the

craft. Afterwards, in the beginning, and up almost

to the middle of the last century, this main body
was made up of Entered Apprentices, and then the

business of Lodges was necessarily transacted in

the first degree. Now, and ever since the middle

of the eighteenth century, for more than one hundred

yea-rs, the body of the craft has consisted only of

Master Masons. Does it not then follow, by a

parity of reasoning, that all business should be

now transacted in the third degree? The ancient

Charges and Constitutions give us no explicit law

on the subject, but the whole spirit and tenor of
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Masonic usage has been that the business of Lodges
should be conducted in that degree, the members of

which constitute the main body of the craft at the

time. Whence it seems but a just deduction that

at the present time, and in the present condition of

the fraternity, all business, except the mere ritual

work of the inferior degrees, should be conducted in

the third degree. Another exception must be made

as to the examination of witnesses in the trial of an

Entered Apprentice or a Fellow Craft, which, for

purposes of justice, should be conducted in the de-

gree to which the defendant has attained ; but even

here the hnal decision should always be made in the

third degree.
In conducting the business of a Lodge, certain

rules are to be observed, as in all other deliberative

bodies ; but these will be more appropriately con»

sidered in a chapter devoted to the discussion of
" rules of order," in a. subsequent part of this work.

IV. A Lodge has the right to be represented at all

communications of the Grand Lodge. I have already
said, in a previous part of this work, that it is a

_Landmark of the Order that every Mason has a.

right to be represented in all general meetings of

the craft.* The origin of this right is very inti-

mately connected with an interesting portion of the

history of the institution. In former times, every

Mason, even "the youngest Entered Apprentice,"
had a right to be present at the General Assembly
of the craft, which was annually held. And even

' ' See milc,n.'2T
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as late as 1717, on the re-organization of the Grand

Lodge of England, we are informed by Preston that

the Grand Master summoned all the brethren to meet

him and his Wardens in the quarterly communica-

tions.* But soon after, it being found, I presume,
that a continuance of such attendance would render

the Grand Lodge an unwieldy body ;l' and the

rights of the fraternity having been securely guarded
by the adoption of the thirty-nine Regulations, it

was determined to limit the appearance of the

brethren of web Lodge, at the quarterly communi-

cations, to its Master and Wardens, so that the

Grand Lodge became thenceforth a strictly repre-
sentative body, composed of the first three oilieers

of the subordinate Lodges. The inherent right and

the positive duty of every Mason to be present at

the General Assembly or Grand Lodge, was re-

linquished, and a representation by Masters and

Wardens was substituted in its place. A few mo-

dern Grand Lodges have disfranchised the Wardens

also, and eonhned the representation to the Masters

only. But this is evidently an innovation, having
no color of authority in the Old Regulations.

The right of instruction follows, as a legitimate
* " The Grand Master then entered on the duties of his olfice, appointed

his Wardens, and commanded the brethren of Unefour Lodges to meet him

and his Wardens quarterly in eommrmication."-Pnzs'roN, p. 182.

1' Thus Armsuson tells us that, in 1721, when the number of the Lodges
were much less than twenty, for that was only the number recorded on the

registry of 1723, " Psvsr-:, Grand Master, observing the number of Lodges
to increase, and that the General Assembly required more room, proposed
the next assembly and feast to be held at Stationers' Hall, Ludgste Street

which was agreed to."- Aunnnsos, second cd., 1738, p. 112.

H*
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corollary, from that of representation, for it is evi-

dent that a Lodge whose instructions to its odicers
for their conduct in the Grand Lodge should not be

obeyed, would not, in fact, be represented in that

body. Accordingly the right of instruction is, for

that reason, explicitly recognized in the General

Regulations of 1721.*

V. A Lodge has the right to 'increase its numbers

by the admissakm of new nwznlwrs. The warrant of

constitution having been granted permanently and

for the general objects of Masonry, and not for a

specitic purpose and aprescribed period, as is the

case with Lodges under dispensation, the quality of

perpetuity is granted with it as one of the necessary
conditions. But this perpetuity can only be secured

by the admission of new members to supply the

places of those who die or demitxl' This admission

may take place either by the initiation of profanes,
who acquire by that initiation the right of member-

ship, or by the election of unatiiliated Masons.

Both of these methods of increasing the members of

a Lodge are controlled by certain regulations, which

have been already discussed in previous portions of

this work, and need not be repeated here. The

reader is accordingly referred, for the subject of

' " The majority of every particular Lodge, when congrvgated, shall have

the privilege of giving instructions to their Master and Wardens, befure the

assembling of the Grand Chapter or Lodge, at the three quarterly com-

munications hereafter mentioned, and of the suuual Grand Dodge too ; he-

cause their Master and Wardens are their representatives, and are supposed
to speak their mind."-Regulaliofnsqf 1721, article x. ANDERSON, dnst

edit., page Gi.
A

r See landmark: 10 and 12, anlc,p. 26.
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admission by initiation, to Book III., chap. III.,
soc. I., p. 180, and for that of admission by election

to the succeeding section of the same chapter, p. 196.

The subject of honorary membership has also been

fully discussed in pages 189-192.*

VI. ALodgehastheright to elect 'its qjioera. It

is a Landmark of the Order that every Lodge should

be governed by a Master and two Wardens, and

that the secrecy of its labors should be secured by
a tiler. These oilicers it is the inherent right of

every Lodge to select for itself, and that right has

never been surrendered to the Grand Lodge, and

therefore is still vested in the Lodges, under such

regulations as may from time to time be adopted.
The other oHicers have been the creation of Grand

Lodge regulations, and they vary in name and

functions in diferent countries. But whatever may
be the nature of the offices, the power of selecting
the otiice-bearers is always vested in the Lodges.
There is no law now in existence, nor ever was,

which gives the Grand Lodge the power of selecting
the otlicers of one of its subordinates

' There is no limit, except couvenienoe,to t.he number of members of

whlcha Lodge may consist. Dnwuo says that, "
more than titty, when

theycau attend regnlarly,u the rulaaof the craft require, are generally
found inconvenient for working to advantage."-Ahiman I£ezon,1822, p. 40

I do not understand his objection, as no matter what may be the number of

members present, onlya certain portion of them cantake a part inthe

labors ofthe Lodge. Dalcho's estimate, however, exceeds the usual limit ii:

his country ; for, taking the Masonic population of ten States st. random
namely, Alabama, Arkansas, California, Connecticut., Delaware, District of

Columbia, Florida, Georgla,Il1inoi| and Indiana, I tind that the average

population of each Lodge in seven of them falls below lilly members, the

average of the whole ten being only forty-tive members to a Lodge.
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But the mode and time, and many other circmrr

stances incidental to the election, are regulated by
the Grand Lodge; and this apparent interference

with the rights of the Lodges has been wisely con-

ceded, that strict uniformity in Lodge organization
may exist in each jurisdiction, so far as its own

limits extend. These regulations respecting the

officers of subordinate Lodges will be the special
subject of consideration in the following chapter.

VII. A Lodge has the right to install its Qfl08l'8
after being elected. This is a right incidental to the

grant of perpetual succession, which is contained in

the warrant; for, as by ancient Masonic law and

universal usage, no ollicer can legally discharge the

functions of the ollice to which he has been elected,
until he has been regularly inducted into it by the

ceremony of installation, it follows that when a

grant of perpetual succession of otlicers is made, the

grant carries with it the power of investing all suc-

ceeding oliicers with the powers and functions of

their predecessors, which investiturc is accomplished
in Masonry by the ceremony of installation. But

this power of installation, like all the other powers
of subordinate Lodges, is controlled and directed by
certain Grand Lodge regulations, which it is not in

the power of the Lodge to set aside.

The installation, for instance, must take place at

the communication, immediately before or on the

festival of St. John the Evangelist. '1`his is con-

sidered as the commencement of the Masonic year,
and on that day thc old otliccrs vacate their seals.
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which are assumed by the new ones. But if by any
circumstance the installation has been omitted until

after this festival, the law having been violated,
and there being no other law which provides for an

installation after that day, the installation can then

only take place by the authority and under the dis-

pensation of the Grand Master.

We have secn, in the preceding chapter, that at

the constitution of a new Lodge, the installation can

only be conducted by the Grand Master, or some

Past Master, acting for and representing him. This

is because on that occasion the installation makes

a part of the ceremony of constitution, which, by
the Old Regulations, can only be performed by the

Grand Master. But all subsequent installations

may be conducted by any Past Master of the Lodge,
or other Past Master representing him ; because

the warrant grants the Master of the Lodge and his

successors the perpetual power of installing their

successors. It is only when the exercise of this

right has been temporarily forfeited by an omission

to install at the regular time, that it becomes neces-

sary to go outside of the warrant, and apply to the

Grand Master for his dispensing power to legalize
the installation at an irregular period.

It hes been supposed by many that when an otiicer

who has once been installed, is re-elected to the same

office, a repetition of the installation is not neces-

sary; but this neglect of forms, in an institution

which depends so much on them, is, I think, of

dangerous tendency, and it is therefore better that
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the installation should always be repeated. In fact

the omission of it changes, if not practically, at

least theoretically, the tenure by which the re-

elected olhcer holds his oiiice for the second year.
At his first election he was of course installed ; now

by the law of Masonry, an old officer holds on until

his successor is installed. But in this case he is his

own successor, and if, on his second election, he does

again pass through the ceremony of installation, it

is evident that he holds the ollice to which he has

been elected, not by the tenure of that election, but

by the tenure by which an old oiiicer retains his

oiiice until his successor is installed. He is not,

therefore, the regularly installed oiiicer for the

year, but the former one, retaining the office in trust

for his successor. The theory of his odicial position
is entirely changed; and as the obligation for the

faithful discharge of the duties of the oliice for the

year on which he has entered has never been ad-

ministered to him, it is a question how far a man,

not strictly conscientious, might feel himself con-

trolled by the promises he had made for the preced-
ing year, and which he might, with sophistry, I

admit, suppose to have been fulfilled at the close of

his term of oliice. And although this practical rc-

sult might never occur, still, as I have already said,
it is dangerous, in a ceremonial institution like ours

to neglect the observance of any prescribed form.*

' Lord Con has wisely said that," prudent antiquity did, br more so

.munity and better memory and observation of that which ls to be done, ex

plus substances under ceremonies."
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VIII A Lodge has the nght to exdude a 'member

on cause shown temporarily oo permanently from
the Lodge This rlght wleh may be exerclsed

elther by suspension or expulslon or by slmply
strlkmg from the roll 15 of so xmportant a nature

and IS controlled by so many quallfymg regulatxons
of the Grand Lodge and the Anclent Constltutlons,
whlch dlrect or restrlct the excludmg power that I

shall postpone the dlscusslon of the sub_]ect untxl xn

a subsequent part of thxs work I eome to the con

sxderatlon of Masomc pumshments
IX A Lodge has the rzght to make by laws for cts

local gove'r'/mzent Thls right must be consldered as

a concesslon or regrant by the Grand Lodge to the

veyed to It Undoubtedly every congregation of

Masons must orlglnally have possessed an lnherent

rlght to make rules for thelr government ,
but on

the organnzatlon of Grand Lodges the supreme

Ieglslatwe Jurlsdxctlon of the Order was vested ln

these bodles Hence the law maklng power xs now

admltted to resxde prlmarlly ln Grand Lodges , but

a. portlon of thls power Just so much as 18 neces

sary for makmg local regulatlons-llas been re

conveyed by the Grand Lodges to thexr subordmate

Lodges wlth the quallfymg restrxctxons that all

by laws made by a Lodge must be ln accordance

wlth the Landmarks of the Order and the Regula
tlons of the Grand Lodge and must also be submlt-

ted for approval to the Grand Lodge Th1s rxght
then of makmg by laws xs not an xnherent and nn
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'

dependent right, but one which is derived from

the concession of the Grand Lodge, and may at

any time be still fuiiler abridged or altogether
revoked.

It has been suggested in some jurisdictions that the

Grand Lodge should prepare a uniform code of by-
laws for the government of its subordinates, thus

depriving them of the power of enacting their own

local regulations. I cannot, in view of thc theory
just advanced, deny the right of a Grand Lodge to

assume such a power, which seems to be clearly
within its prerogative. And indeed, while some

liberty should be allowed a Lodge to make laws for

its government in certain particulars, which can in

no way aifect the general condition of the Order,
such, for instance, as relate to the contributions of

members, the time of meeting, &c., I am clearly
convinced that it would be most expedient for every
Grand Lodge, like that of New York,* to leave as

little as possible in the way of law-making to its

subordinates, but to incorporate in its own consti-

tution the most important articles for the govern-
ment of Lodges.

From the fact that the by-laws of a Lodge must

be submitted to the Grand Lodge for its approval
and confirmation, arises the doctrine that a subordi-

nate Lodge cannot, even by unanimous conseut, sus-

' " Shmdard formof by-laws, intended to serve as a guide in the formation

of by-laws for Subordinate I.»odges,and subject to such alterations, not incon-

sistent wilh the Constitution, as the convenience of the Lodges may dlcfntn'

---Proceed. G. L. Qf .M Y., 1868, p. 172.
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pend a by-law. As there is no error more commonly
committed than this by unthinking Masons, who

suppose that in a Lodge, as in any other society, a

by-law may be suspended by unanimous consent, it

will not be amiss to consider the question with some

degree of care and attention.

An ordinary society makes its own rules and

regulations, independent of any other body, subject
to no revision, and requiring no approbation ont-

side of itself. Its own members are the sole and

supreme judges of what it may or may not enact for

its own government. Consequently, as the mem-

bers themselves have enacted the rule, the members

themselves may unanimously agree to suspend, to

amend, or to abolish it.

But a Masonic Lodge presents a different organi-
zation. It is not self-created or independent. It

derives its power, and indeed its very existence,
from a higher body, called a Grand Lodge which

constitutes the supreme tribunal to adjudicate for

it. A Masonic Lodge has no power to make by-
laws without the consent of the Grand Lodge, in

whose jurisdiction it is situated. The by-laws of a

subordinate Lodge may be said only to be proposed
by the Lodge, as they are not operative until they
have been submitted to the Grand Lodge, and ap-

proved by that body. Nor can any subsequent
alteration of any of them take place unless it passes

through the same ordeal'of revision and approbation
by the Grand Lodge.

Hence it is evident that the control of the by-
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laws, rules and regulations of the Lodge, is taken

entirely out of its hands. A certain law has been

agreed on, we will say, by the members. It is sub-

mitted to the Grand Lodge and approved. From

that moment it becomes a law for the government
of that Lodge, and cannot be repealed without the

consent of the Grand Lodge. So far, these state-

ments will be admitted to be correct. But if a

Lodge cannot alter, annul or repeal such law, with-

out the consent of the Grand Lodge, it must neces-

sarily follow that it cannot suspend it, which is, for

all practical purposes, a repeal for a temporary
period.

I will suppose, by way of example, that it is pro-

posed to suspend the by-law which requires that at

the annual election all the ollicers shall be elected

by ballot, so as to enable the Lodge, on a particular
occasion, to vote viva vooe. Now, this law must,
of course, have been originally submitted to the

Grand Lodge, and approved by that body. Such

approbation made it the enactment of the Grand

Lodge. It had thus declared that in that particular
Lodge all elections for otlicers should be determined

by ballot. The regulation became imperative on

the Lodge. If it determined, even by unanimous

consent, to suspend the rule, and on a certain oc-

casion to proceed to the election of a particular
ollicer by acclamation or viva voee, then the Lodge
was abrogating for the time a law that the Grand

Lodge had declared was binding on it, and estab

lisliing in its place a new one, which had not re
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cclved thc approbatlon of the supreme trlbunal

Such a rule would therefoxe for want of this con

fll`II8t10Yl be xnopelatwe It would m fact be no

rule at all or worse It would be a rule enacted ln

epposltxon to the wxll of the Grand Lodge Tlus

pnnclple applies of course to every other by law

whether tr1v1al or Important, local or general ln nts

character The Lodge can touch no regulatmn
after the decree of the Grand Lodge for lts con

firmatlon has been passed The regulation has gone
out of the control of the Lodge and lf»S only duty
then as xmphcxt obedlence Hence xt follows that

lt IS not competent for a subordmate Lodge even by
unammous consent to suspend any of lts by laws

X ALodge has the 'rzght to Zevyatasc upon tts

members Of thls tax whlch IS pald under the name

ormgln and of the obllgatlon of a Mason to pay lt-

Ihave already fully treated on pages 194 195 and

shall only add that whlle I rexterate the views

tl mre expressed that It as a local matter wlth whlch

(rrand Lod es should not mterfere
, yet lt must be

admltted under the theory advanced ln the preced
mg paragraphs on the sulgect of bylaws that a

Grand Lodge has lf It chooses an unquestlonable
ught to adopt any regulatlon controlllng the actlon

of xts subordlnates ln respect to thls tax The ex

pedrency of enactlng such a regulatnon and the

rlght to do so are two very dlfferent thlngs
XI A Lodge has the nght of appeal to (hc Grand,

Lodgefrom the dccunon of tts Master The do( trme
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of appeal lies at the very foundation of the demo-

cratic charactcr of the Masonic institution. lt is

secured by the Landmarks of the Order ;* and so

far as respects the right of appeal of an individual

Mason, is reiterated in the Charges approved in

1722.1' But arguing a forliori, it is evident that

if an individual has the right ol' appeal, it must

also be vested in a collective body of individuals.

Accordingly it is admitted to be settled law, that

whenever the Master of the Lodge shall, by his con-

duct, impair the usefulness or destroy the harmony
of the Lodge, or by any unjust decision violate the

rights of the members, the Lodge may appeal from

his injustice and oppression to the Grand Lodge;
XII. A Lodge has the right to exercise penaljuris-

dibtion over its own members, and over all unajilzkzted
lifasons living within the limits ff its jurisdiction.
This important subject of the penal jurisdiction of

Lodges will be more appropriately discussed when

we come to the consideration of Masonic trials, in

a subsequent part of this work.

XIII. A Lodge has the 'right to select a namefor
itself. This is apparently a very unimportant pre-

rogative; still, as it exists, it is necessary that it

should be enumerated. The Grand Lodge selects

the number, because it is by this that the Lodge is

to be recognized in the registry of the jurisdiction.
But the choice of a name is left to the members.

* See Landmark 13, ante p. 28. 1' See ante pp. 60 and 62.

1 As the records of every Grand Lodge contain instances in which this

right of appeal has been exercised, it will be unnewssary to cite Bll.l.0l'iuH

here.
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This right is, however, 'subject to one rest fiction,
that it shall be approved by the Grand Lodge,*
that the credit of the fraternity in every _]urisdic
tion may be guarded from the assumption of absurd

or inappropriate designations by ignorant brethren

Unless, however, there is something very palpably
ob_]eet1onable in the name, the Grand Lodge will

hardly ever interfere wlth its selection For the

same reason no name can be changed after having
been once adopted, unless with the consent and ap-

probatlon of the Grand Lodge T
XIV A Lodge has the nght to designate and

change tts tmw and place qf meetmg As the regnla
tion designating the time of meeting IS always ln

serted in the by laws it IS evident that no change
can be made wlth respect to it, except with the ap

proba'1on of the Grand Lodge But there is also

another restriction on this subject which is derived

from the constant usage of the Order, that a Lodge
shall statedly meet once a month at least There

is no specific revulation on this subject but the

1 While on this snbyect of names it may be remarked as an hlstorlcal

hwt that the designation of Lodges by names ia a cornparatively modern

practice Formerly they were known by their number and the place at

which they were held Thus we find in the Book of Constitutions such titles

as these No 9 at the Kings Anna in New Bond Street " and No. 19

at the Vine in Long Acre
"

or the Turks Head Lodge No 6| " and the

Kings' Amin Lodge No 38" where the narres are simply those uf the

tuverns at which the Lodges met. Thus in a reglstry of one hundred and

mx Lodges contained m the second edition of Awrznsox there is not a

single one which has any other dengnation than that of its number and the

tuvem where the meetings were held In America distinctive names began'
to be glven at a much earlier penod than ln England.

.
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' The Constitution ol' England says the Grand Master.
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general custom of the fraternity, from the beginning
of the last century, has made it obligatory on the

Lodges not to extend the interval of their regular
communications beyond that period. Besides, the

regulations in respect to the applications of candi-

dates for initiation or membership, which require
"

a previous notice of one month," seem to infer

that that was the length of time which intervened

between two stated meetings of the Lodge. In

some jurisdictions it is frequently the case that

some of the Lodges meet semi-monthly; and indeed

instances are on record where Lodges meet weekly.
This is permissible, but in such cases the regulation
in relation to the petitions of candidates must be

strictly interpreted as meaning that they are re-

quired to lie over for one month, and not from one

regular meeting to the other, which in such Lodges
would only amount to one or two weeks.

A Lodge has also the right to designate its place
of meeting, which, being confirmed by the Grand

Lodge, is inserted in the warrant, and cannot again
be changed, except with the consent of the Grand

Lodge. This refers, of course, to the town or vil-

lage in which the Lodge is situated.* But unless

*"A Lodgemaynot removeits plweofmeetingfrom the city,tovrnor
vlllagcnamedinitswnn1.nt;nol-fro¢noueplscetoauo¢herinthesamecity,
town or village, except by a concurrent vote of two-thirds of the members

present, st a meeting to be appointed by the summons to attend such meet-

ing, stating its olriect, and which summons must be served at least ten days
previous to such meeting; and such removal from the city, town or village.
must receive the sanction of the Grand Lodge previous thereto."-O nsl. G.
L. qf M K §20. A similar regulation prevails in almost every Grand

Lodge Constitution in the United Stltal.
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tl.ere be a local regulation in the constitution of

any particular Grand Lodge to that cfect, I know

of no principle of Masonic law, set forth in the

Ancient Landmarks or Regulations, which forbids

a Lodge, upon the mere vote of the majority, from

removing from one house to another in the same

town or city. A regulation was adopted in 1724

by the Grand Lodge of England, which required
notice of such removal to be given to the Grand

Secretary ;* and the antiquity of this law, border-

ing, as it does, on the date of the Regulations of

1721, which are considered to be of general author-

ity, as well as the ordinary principles of courtesy,
would make it obligatory on any Lodge to observe

it. But the Regulations adopted in 1738, on the

subject of removal, which particularly define the

mode in which such removal is to be affected, are

of no authority at present ;1' and unless the Grand

Lodge of any particular jurisdiction has adopted a

regulation forbidding the removal of a Lodge. from

one house to another, without its consent, I know
of no law in Masonry of universal force which

would prohibit such a removal, at the mere option
of the Lodge.

Such are the powers and prerogatives of a Lodge ;
nor is it to be supposed that prerogatives so numer-

ous and so important would be conferred on any

' See Book ofCanstitutions, ed. 1759, p. 314.

'|>'1'heseregulntions prescribed thattbelndgeshnuldnotberemoved.
except with the Master's concurrence. or by a vote of twothirds ofthe mcm~

bers, and with the appmbation ofthe Grand Master.
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association without the implied existence of exten-

sive duties. It must, therefore, be remembered that

as the Grand Lodge is the general conservator of

the Masonic character and interests in the whole

territory over which it presides, so each subordinate

Lodge is equally the conservator of the same charac-

ter and interests in its own local jurisdiction. IL
therefore, a Lodge is wise in its selection of laws,
and strict in the exercise of discipline-if it watches

with assiduity over the Landmarks of the Order,
and with prudent foresight prevents the slightest
attempt at an innovation on them-if its members

use the black ball, as the great bulwark of Masonry,
with impartial justice, and give, in their own con-

duct, the best refutation of the slanders of our

enemies-then, and then only--to use the language
of our ritual-will " the honor, glory and reputation
of the institution be firmly established, and the

world at large convinced of its good efects." And

to effect these objects is the great duty of every
subordinate Lodge.



CHAPTER III.

Ghz afticers at a lain.

HUTCHINSON very properly says, that in our insti-

tution, some must of necessity rule and teach, and

others learn to submit and obey.* Indeed, in all

well-regulated associations, there exists this neces-

sity of a government, which must consist of author-

ity on the one part, and obedience on the other.

Hence it is not'to be supposed that a Lodge of

Masons, which its disciples claim to be one of the

most perfect of human institutions, would present
an organization less calculated than that of any
other society to insure thc peace and harmony on

which its welfare and perpctuity must depend.
Accordingly a. Masonic Lodge, which consists of a

certain number of members, sufficient to carry out

the design of the institution, and yet not so many
as to create confusion, is governed by officers, to

each of whom a particular duty is assigned.
The number and the names of the otiiccrs differ,
' " A Charge by the R.W. Master on resigning the chair." Preston

subsequently incorporated the sentiment, and even the vonis ln his Instnllav

tion service. Our modem ritual ls indebted to Hutchinson for some of its

best portions.

15
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not only in the different rites, but also in different

jurisdictions of the same rite. Thus the Grand

Lodge of England requires, in addition to the otiicera

usually recognized in this country, another, who is

called the " Inner Guard," and permits the appoint-
ment of a Chaplain and Master of Ceremonies,
oiiicers who are known in only some of the jurisdic-
tions of America. The Grand Lodge of Scotland

recognizes, among other otiicers, a
"

Depute Master

and a
" Substitute Master," and there are a variety

of titles to be found in the Frenclf and German

Lodges which are not used in the York rite.

The otlicers most usually to be found in an

American Lodge are as follows:
1. Wonsmrrun MASTER.

2. SENIOR WABDEN.

3. JUNIOR WABDEN.

4. TREASURER.

5. SECRETARY.

6. SENIOR DnAcoN.

7. JUNIOR DEACON,

8. Two STEWABDS.

9. T1LER.*

Of these otlicers, the Worshipful Master, the two

Wardens and the Tiler, are essential to any Lodge

organization, and are consequently provided for by
the Landmarks. The other odiccs are of more re-

cent invention; but we have no knowledge of any

7|

*Tbe|eisaChap1a!n also inmauyLodge;and although 1 have not

placed such suomcerin this list,l shall appropriate a sectiouto thecm

side:-atiouofhbltxncttous. .
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period at which Lodges were not governed by a

Master and two Wardens, and their portals secured

from intrusion by the vigilance of a Tiler.* Ac-

cordingly, however much the various rites and juris-
dictions may differ in respect to the names and

number of the subordinate ohicers, they all agree in

requiring the four just named.

It is a law of Masonry that these oiicers should

be elected annually. All ollices in Masonry are held

by annual tenure, which is perhaps derived from the

fact that the General Assembly of the craft was

aneiently held annually. This election must also

be held in subordinate Lodges on the festival of

St. John the Evangelist, or at some meeting imme-

diately previous to it. It will be seen hereafter

that the time of the election of the ohieers of a

Grand Lodge varies in different jurisdictions; but

I do not know of any country in which the election

of the oilicers of a subordinate Lodge is made at

any other time of the year than the one just indi-

cated. The Masonic year always and everywhere
begins on the festival of St. Jolm the Evangelist,orf
the 27th of December, and the otlicers commence

the discharge of their functions on that day. The

election must therefore take place at that time, or

immediately before it, and if by any cause it has

been neglected, it becomes necessary to obtain a

dispensation from the Grand Master for holding
one on a subsequent day. The authority vested iu

the Lodge by the warrant of constitution is to

* Bee Landmarks 10 and 11, anis u. 26.
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nold the election on the legal and specified day,
and if it is held afterwards, as no power to

order it exists in the Lodge, the authority must be

supplied by the dispensing prerogative of the Grand

Master.* -

It has been supposed by some that when a mem

ber has been elected to occupy an office, he canno

refuse to obey the call of his brethren; and Dr.

Dalcho expressly lays down the rule that "
no Free-

mason, chosen into any office, can refuse to serve,

(unless he has before filled the same oliiec,) without

incurring the penalties established by the by-laws."1*
There is a great deal of looseness in this enuncia-
tion of an important regulation; for we are of

course unable to say to what particular by-laws he

refers. No such regulation is to be found in any
of the Ancient Constitutions, and if contained in

the by-laws of a particular Lodge, it is certainly con-

trary to the voluntary spirit of the institution.

Indeed,tl1e whole tenor of the lessons we are taught
in Masonry is, that no one should accept an oliice

unless he feels that he is fully competent to discharge
its duties ; and hence, if an ignorant and unskillful

brother were chosen to fill the ollice of a Warden,
it should rather be the duty of the Lodge, in further-

ance of the principles of the' institution, to dis-

courage his acceptance of the trust, than to compe

him, by the threatened inlliction of a penalty, to

' The nature and design of dispeusations will be hereaher considered

when Icome to speak ofthe prerogaives ofa Grand Master.

1' Alilman Raon, 1822, p. 156.
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assume a position whose duties he was convinced

that he could not discharge.
The installation of the officers should follow as

soon as possible after the election. The installation

is the commission under which the oiiicer elected is

entitled to assume his otiice ; and by ancient usage it

is held that the old oiiicer retains the otiice until his

successor is installed. Hence, as the term of odice

begins on the festival of St. John the Evangelist.
it is evident that the installation, which always fol-

lows the election, should take place on the same

day, or immediately before it. If it has been un-

avoidably postponed until after that day, a dispen-
sation must be obtained from the Grand Oiiicer for

performing it at any subsequent period.
An oiiice terminates in Masonry only in three

ways-by the expiration of the term, by death, or by
expulsion.* Suspension does not vacate an oiiice,
but simply suspends the office-bearer from the privi-
lege of discharging the duties of the oiiice, and

restoration immediately restores him to the enjoy-
ment of all the prerogatives of his oiiicc.

It is now held by a large majority of authorities

that an officer, after having once accepted of instal-

lation, cannot resign the ofiice to which he has been

elected. And this seems to be in accordance with

reason ; for, by the installation, the otiicer promises
to discharge the functions of the otiice tbr the con

' The Grand Lodge of New York (Const. l854,§ 39) adds resignation
removal beyond the jurisdiction and suspension. I have assigned. in the text

the reasons why I 'annot assent to this doctrine.
'
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stitutional period, and a resignation would be a

violation of his oath of otiice, which no Lodge
should be willing to sanction. So, too, when an

oiiicer has removed from the jurisdiction, although
it may be at the time with an intention never to re-

turn, it is impossible, in the uncertainty of human

events, to say how far that intention will be ful-

filled. and the ohice must remain vacant until the

next regular period of election. In the mean time

the duties are to be discharged by the temporary
appointment, by the Master, of a substitute ; for,
should the regularly elected and installed officer

change his intention and return, it would at once

become not only his privilege but his duty to resume

the discharge of the functions of his ofiice.

In the case of any of the otiices, except those of

the Master or Wardens, death or expulsion, which,
it will be remembered, is Masonic death, completely
vaeates the oflice, and an election may be held, pro-
vided a dispensation has been obtained from the

Grand Master for that purpose. But this rule does

not refer to the Master or Wardens ; for it is now

held that on the death of any one of these, the in-

ferior ofiicer assumes the duties of the ofhce; and

no election can be held, even by dispensation, to

supply the vacancy until the regular period. But

this subject will be more fully discussed when I

come to the consideration of the duties of those

respective oiiicers.
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SEUFION I.

-nm wonsmrrm. nsrnn.

In the whole series of otiices recognized by the

Masonic institution, there is not one more important
than that of the Master of a Lodge. Upon the

skill, integrity and prudence of the presiding odicer

depend the usefulness and welfare of the Lodge, and

as Lodges are the primary assemblages of the craft,
and by representation constitute the supreme tri-

bunal or Grand Lodge, it is evident that the errors

of government in the primary bodies must, if not

duly corrected, be productive of evil to the whole

fraternity. Hence, in the ceremony of installation,
it was required, as a necessary qualification of him

who was proposed to the Grand Master as the pre-

siding oiiicer of a Lodge, that he should be " of good
morals, of great skill, true and trusty, and a lover

of the whole fraternity, wheresoever dispersed over

the face of the earth."* And it was on such a.

recommendation that it was to be presumed that he

would "

discharge the duties of the otiice with

fidelity."
It is proper that such stringent qualifications

should be required of one whose duties are so exten-

sive, and whose rights and prerogatives are so su

preme as those of the Master of a. Lodge. But

' Such is the language ofthelnatallatiun service used In 1723 by the Duke

of Whartxm See the that edition of Axnxnsmfs Book of Constitutions

page 71.
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these duties and prerogatives are so numerous and

so complicated that the importance of the subject
requires that each one should receive a separate
consideration.

1. The first and most important prerogative of

the Master is to preside over his Lodge. With this

prerogative are connected many correlative duties,
which may be most properly discussed at the same

time. .

As a presiding oiiicer, the Master is possessed of

extraordinary powers, which belong to the presiding
oflicer of no other association. He presides over

the business, as Well as the work or Masonic labors

of the Lodge ; and in all cases his decisions on

points of order are final, for it is a settled principle
of Masonic law that no appeal can be taken to the

Lodge from the decision of the Master. The Grand

Lodge alone can overrule his declared opinion on

any point of order. But this subject has already
been fully discussed in a preceding part of this

work, and to that the reader is referred!

The Master has the right to convene his Hodge
at any time, and is the judge of any emergency that

may require a special meeting# Without his con~

sent, except on the nights of the stated or regular
cormnunications, the Lodge cannot be congregated,
and therefore any business transacted at a called or

* See mile p. 239.

1'
" The Musmr of a particular lodge has the right and authofnty of eon~

gregating the membenxof his Lodge intoa chapter at pIea.sure,upnn any

nineraeney rr omni-renee, an well as to appoint the time and place nl their

usual linlnfllg."-1k'g|llu|i01|S of 1721, Reg.,ii., Axnnnsox, n. 59.
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special communication, without his sanction or con-

sent, would be illegal and void.

Even at the regular communications of the Lodge.
if the Master l e present, the time of opening is left

to his discretion, for no one can take from the Mas-

ter his prerogative of opening the Lodge. But if

he be absent when the hour of opening which is

speciiicd in the by-laws has arrived, the Senior

Warden, if present, and if not, then the Junior may

open the Lodge, and the business transacted will be

regular and legal, even without the Master's sanc-

tion ; for it was his duty to be present, and he can-

not take advantage of his own remissness of duty to

interfere with the business of the Lodge.*
The selection of the time of closing is also vested

in the Master. He is the sole judge of the proper

period at which the labors of the Lodge should be

terminated, and may suspend business, even in the

middle of a. debate, if he supposes that it is expe-
dient to close the Lodge. Hence, no motion for

adjournment, or to close, or to call oh' from labor to

refreshment, can ever be admitted in a Masonic

° On this subject, Bro. J. I-'_ Townssrm, Deputy Grand Master of Ireland.
makes the following remarks :

" lt is unfair to call men from their occupa-
tions and pursuits without good reason; and the goodness of the reason

must be left to the Master's decision. Certainly the Secret-ary has no right
to eonvoke the Lodge on emergency, at his own pleasure ; but as the Master,
as well asnllthe members, is bound by the by-laws, which also provide for the

regular meetings, the Secretary need not obtain his permission to issue sum-

monses for them. And I think that if the Master were to die or be expelled
the Wardens might convoke the Lodge, since there would then be no Master,
and they, as well as he, are lntmsted with the gnvemment of it." The duly
of the Master in Ure gooermnenlqf a Masonic Lodge.-See America:

Quart. Rev. of Freernasonry, vol. i p. 196.

1r.|.
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Lodge. Such a motion would be an interference

with the prerogative of the Master, and could not

therefore be entertained.

This prerogative of opening and closing his

Lodge is necessarily vested in the Master, because,
by the nature of our institiziion, he is responsible to

the Grand Lodge for the good conduct of the body
over which he presides. He is charged, in those

questions to which he is required to give his assent

at his insta llation, to hold the Landmarks in venera-

tion, and to conform to every edict of the Grand

Lodge ; and for any violation of the one or disobedi-

ence of the other by the Lodge, in his presence, he

would be answerable to the supreme Masonic au-

thority. Hence the necessity that an arbitrary
power should be conferred upon him, by the exer-

cise of which he may at any time be enabled to

prevent the adoption of resolutions, or the commis-

sion of any act which would be subversive of, or

contrary to, those ancient laws and usages which he

has sworn to maintain and preserve.
'

From the principle that the Master, when present,
must always preside over his Lodge, arises the rule

that a Masonic Lodge can never, under any circum-

stances, be resolved into a committee of the whole.
" Committees of the whole," says Bro. B. B. French,
who is able authority on the Parliamentary law of

Masonry,
"

are utterly out of place in a Masonic

body. Lodges can only do business with the Mas-

ter in the chair; for, let who will preside, he is,
while occupying the chair, Master-invested with

-

--
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supreme command, and emphatically
'

governs the

Lodge/ Any committee presupposes a 'chairman,
and no Freemason would feel at home were he pre
sided over by a

' chairman] This single fact is

conclusive; and yet," adds Bro. French, "I have

seen, in my day, a Masonic body pretending to be

in committee of the whole. I raised my voice

against it, and believe I convinced my brethren that

they were wrong/'*
2. It is the prerogative of the Master, with his

Wardens, to represent his Lodge in the communica-

tions of the Grand Lodge. Originally the whole

craft were not only permitted but required to be

present at the General Assembly, which was an-

nually held ;1' and every member of a Lodge was in

this way a member of that body, and was able, by
his personal presence, to protect his rights and those

of his brethren. But soon after the beginning of

the last century, it being found inconvenient to con-

tinue such large assemblages of the fraternity, the

Lodges placed their rights in the protecting care of

their Masters and Wardens, and the Grand Lodge
has ever since been a strictly representative body,
consisting of the Masters and Wardens of the seve~

ral Lodges in the jurisdiction;
* Application of Parliamentary law in the government of Masonic bodies.

B. B. Fmmcn.-Amer. Quart. Rev. qfii-emumsonry, voL i. p. 32:!.`

1' "ihreryllasterand Pellowshall come to the assembly,ifitbewithin
My miles of him."-Ancient Charges al Makings; see anle p. 52.

1 The constitution of the Masonic Order has always been ofa strictly da

fnoeratie form. At tint It was the pure democracy ofthe ancients, in which

cnryheeanan had awoice in the government. Now it hasassumed Q16
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As the Grand Lodge is the supreme tribunal oi

the jurisdiction-as all its decisions ou points of

Masonic law are iinal-and as there can be no ap-

peal from its judgments-it is evident that it is

highly important that every Lodge should be repre-
sented in its deliberations. The Master and Ward-

ens become, like the old Roman Consuls, invested

with the care of seeing that their constituents re-

ceive no detriment. It is essential, therefore, that

one of them at least, and the Master more particu-
larly, should be present at every communication of

thc Grand Lodge ; and accordingly the observance

of this duty is explicitly inculcated upon the Master

at his installation into oilice.*

3. Another prerogative of the Master of a. Lodge
is that of controlling the admission of visitors. He

is required by his installation charge to see that no

visitors be received without passing a due examina-

tion and producing proper vouchers ;1' and this

duty he cannot pcrlbrm unless the right of judging
of the nature of that examination and of those

vouchers be solely vested in himself, and the dis-

erctionary power oi' admission or rejection be placed
in his hands. The Lodge cannot, therefore, inter-

modem for-m,in which the pmrerof leglshtlan is delegated toresponsible
representatives.

* " You promise regulariy tn attend the committees and communications

of the Grand Lodge, on rea-'ring proper notice."-Ritual ry' Installation.

Pnxsms, p. 74 ; Wann, 1i'l2, p. 97.

1' "Yon agree that no visitors shall be received into the Lodge, without

passing under due examination, and producing pmpcr vouchers of a regular
lnltiatinn."- -Ritu.1L Pnssrox, p. 75 ~ Wann, p. 98
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fere with this prerogative, nor can the question be

put to it whether a particular visitor shall be ad-

mitted. The Master is, in all such cases the sole

judge, without appeal from his decision.

4. Coincident with this power of admitting or

excluding a visitor from another Lodge, is that of

refusing or consenting to the admission of a mem-

ber. The ritual of opening expressly says that

none shall "pass or repass but such as are duly
qualified and have the Worshipful Master's permis-
sion ;" and if the prerogative of refusing admission

to a brother hailing from another Lodge is vested

solely in the Master, that he may be enabled, by
this discretionary power, to maintain the by-laws
and regulations of the Order, and preserve the har-

motly of the Lodge, it seems evident that he should

be possessed of equal power in respect to his own

members, because it may happen that the admission

even of a member might sometimes create discord,
and if the Master is aware that such would be the

result, it must be acknowledged that he would be

but exercising his duty in refusing the admission of

such a member. But as this prerogative affects, in

no slight degree, the rights of membership, which

inure to every Mason who has signed the by-laws, it

should be exercised with great caution; 'and where

a member has been unjustly, or without sufficient

cause, deprived of the right of visiting his own

Lodge, there can be no question that he has thc

right of preferring charges against the Master in

' See ante p. 208, where this subject is discussed.

1

*
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the Grand Lodge, whose duty it is to punish every

arbitrary or oppressive exercise of prerogative.
5. It is the prerogative of the Master to take

charge of the warrant of constitution. This instru-

mcnt, it has already been observed, is the evidence

of the legality of the Lodge, and should always be

placed upon the Master's pedestal while the Lodge
is open. During the recess of the Lodge, it is con-

structively supposed to be in the Master's personal
possession, although, for the sake of convenience

and safety, it is most generally deposited in the

Lodge room. The Master is, however, always re-

sponsible for it,, and if demanded by the Grand

Lodge, it is of him that the demand must be made,
and he alone is responsible for its production., In

like manner, when going out of otiiee, he must de-

liver it to his successor, who is to retain charge of

it under the same regulations; for the Master of

the Lodge is always the proper custodian of the

warrant of constitution.

6. The appointing power constitutes an important
prerogative of the Master of a Lodge. In England,
he appoints all the oilieers, except the Treasurer

and Tiler ; but in this country the power of appoint-
ment is restricted to that of the Senior Deacon, and

in some Lodges, of the Tiler. As the Senior Deacon

is the proxy of the Master in the discharge of his

duties,* there seems to be a peculiar propriety in

" " It is your provlnee to attend on the Master and Wardens, and to nr*

as their pmxies in the active duties of the Lodge."-(Marge at the inslalla

tion Qi' lhv Deacons. Wana, p. 104.
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placing' the selection of that otiicer in his hands, and

for a similar reason, it is advisable that he should

also have the appointment of the Tiler.

The Master has also the prerogative of appointing
all special committees, and is entitled to be present
at their meetings, and when present, to act as chair-

man. This usage seems to be derived from the

principle that wherever Masons congregate together
on Masonic business, the Master is entitled to

govern them and to direct their labors.*

The Master of 'the Lodge has also the right, dur-

ing the temporary absence of any officer, to appoint
a substitute for the meeting. It has been supposed
by some that this power of appointment is restricted

to the elective oiiicers, and that during the absence

of the Junior Deacon, the Junior pro tempore must

be appointed by the Senior Warden ; and in like

manner, during the absence of any one of the

Stewards, the substitute must be appointed by the

Junior Warden. And this opinion is founded on

the doctrine that as the permanent Junior Deacon

and Stewards are respectively appointed by the

Senior and Junior Wardens, their temporary substi-

tutes must be appointed by the same oilicers; but

if this argument were good, then, as the Wardens

themselves are elected by the Lodge, it would fol-

low, by a parity of reasoning, that in the absence

of either of these oiiiccrs, the substitute could not

be appointed by the Master, but must be elected by
the Lodge. In case ofthe death of a Junior-Deacon,
' See Axnlnsox tirst edition, p. 52.
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where a dispensation for the appointment of a new

one has been granted, it is evident that that appoint-
ment would vest in the Senior Warden; but all

temporary appointments are exclusively made by
the Worshipful Master, for the appointing power is

one of his prerogatives.
7. The Master has one vote in all questions, as

cvcry other member, and, in addition, a casting
vote, if there be a tie. This usage, which is very

general, owes its existence, in all probability, to the

fact that a similar privilege is, by the Regulations
of 1721, enjoyed by the Grand Master in the Grand

Lodge. I cannot, however, find a written sanction

for the usage in any of the Ancient Constitutions,
and am not prepared to say that the Master pos-
sesses it by inherent right. The local regulations
of some jurisdictions explicitly recognize the prero-

gative, while others are silent on the subject. I

know of none that denies it in express words. I am

disposed to believe that it has the authority of

ancient usage, and confess that I am partial to it, on

mere grounds of expediency, while the analogy of

the Grand Master's similar prerogative gives ita

show of authority.
8. No one is eligible to election as the Master of

a Lodge, unless be has previously served in the

otlice of Warden. The authority for this doctrine

is to be found in the Charges approved in 1722,
which say that no one can be a Master "until he

has acted as a Warden." It does not seem to be

necessary that the Master elect should have served
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m the capacity of a Warden, in the Lodge over

which he is called to preside. The fact of having
once flled a Warden's chair in any other Lodge
will meet all the requisitions of the law ;* for it is

a settled principle that when a brother affiliates in

a new Lodge, he carries with him all the ollieial

rights which he had previously possessed in the

Lodge to which he formerly belonged. If he was a

Past Master or a Past Warden in the one, he re-

tains in the other all the prerogatives which were

acquired by such a position.
There are two exceptions to the rule requiring

preparatory service in a Wardenship, in which a

Mason may be elected to the otiicc of Master, with-

out having previously passed through that of a

Warden. The first of these is in the case of a new

Lodge, which has just received a warrant of consti-

tution from the Grand Lodge, and in which the

officers are, for the first time, to be installed. Here

it is not considered necessary that the new Master

should have previously served as a Warden. The

second case is where, cvcn in an old Lodge, neither

of the Wardens, nor any one who has previously
iilled the oiiice of Master or Warden, will consent

to serve as presiding ofiicer. As this is strictly a

case of emergency, in which the usage must be ne-

glected, or the Lodge cease to act for want of a

* In the second edition of thu Constitutions, published in 1738, by ANDER'

son, in which he very materially altered the phmseology of these Charges
from that contained in the edition of 1723, he expressly states this principle
by the addition of a sinp'e but iuiportunt word. His language is :

" till he

has acted as Warden sonwwlufre."-Second edit.. p. 145.
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Master, it Las been thought advisable to permit the

Lodge, under such circumstances, to elect a Master

from the floor. But as this is an infringement of

the regulations, it is necessary that the Grand Mas~

ter should legalize the act by issuing his dispensa-
tion to authorize the irregularity.*

9. The Master is eligible to re-election as often

as the Lodge may choose to confer that honor on

him. This is the invariable usage of this country,
and I refer to it only because in England a different

rule prevails. There the Master, after having
served for two years, is ineligible to odice until

after the expiration of a year, except by dispensa-
tion; but no such regulation has ever existed, at

least within my recollection, in America.

10. It is the prerogative of the Master of a Lodge
to receive from his predecessor the Past Master's

degree at the time of his installation. The subject
of this degree has already been so fully discussed in

the appropriate place, that nothing now remains to

be considered, except the very important question
whether it is essential that the Master elect should

be invested with the degree of Past Master before

he can exercise the functions of his oilice.

In the discussion of this question, it must be borne

* Armznson, in his edition of 1738, alludes to both these eases; for, alter

stating the general law, he aye:
"

except in extraordinary cases, or when

a Lodge ln to'be formed where none such can be had ; for then three Master

Masons, though never Masters or Wardens of Lodges before, may be consti

tuted Master and Wardens of that new Lodge"-p. 145. Whatever may be

said of the authority of this second edition this at least shows what was th¢

usage in 1738.
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ln mlnd that the devree of Past Master constxtutes

a speclhcd part of the ceremony of lnstallatxon of

tle elected Master of a Lodge No Master 18

deemed to be regularly xnstalled untxl he has ne

ce1ved the deglee Thls IS the ceremony wluch m

Envland, and sometlmes m tllld country IS called

passmv the chair ' The earlxest wrltten authorl

tles always refer to lt Anderson alludes to lt, m

all probab1l1ty,1n his descrxptlon of the Duke of

Wharton's method of constltutlng a Lod e Pres-

ton says dlstlnctly that the new Master 15
' to be

larly lnstalled " and Ollver, commentmg on this

passage adds, that this part of the ceremony can

only be orally communxcated nor can any but 1n

stalled Masters be present
"*

Thxs portlon of the lnstallmg ceremony constl

tutes the conferring of the Past Master's degree
It IS ln fact, the most lmportant and essential part
of the lnstallatxon servxce , but the law of Masonry
prescrxbes that no one shall CXSFCISQ the preroga
tlves of the ollice to whlch he has been elected untxl

he has been regularly lnstalled Now lf the con

ferrxng of the Past Master's degree composes a

necessary part of the ceremony of lnstallatlon and

of thls lt seems to me that there can be no doubt-

then lt follows, as a natural deduction that untll

the Master elect has recexved that degree he has no

rlght to presxde over his Lodge Thxs declsxon,
however of course does not apply to the Master of

' Pnasroa, 0liver's ed. p 76.
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a Lodge under dispensation, who, as the special
proxy of the Grand Master, and deriving all his

powers immediately from that high otlicer, as well

as exercising them only for a specific purpose, is

exonerated from the operation of the rule. Nor

is it requisite that the degree should be a second

time conferred on a Master who has been re-

elected, and who at his previous installation had

received it, although a number of years may have

elapsed. When once conferred, its effects are for

life.

Now, as it is the duty of every Mason to oppose
the exercise by any person of the functions and pre-

rogatives of an otiice until he has been legally in~

stalled, the question here suggests itself, how shall

a Master Mason, not being himself in possession of

the degree, know when it has not been conferred

upon a Master elect? To this the reply is, that if

the elected Master attempts to assume the chair,
without having undergone any semblance of an in-

stallation, the greater part of which, it will be re-

collected, is performed before the members of the

Lodge, it must follow that he cannot have received

the Past Master's degree, which constitutes n. part
of the ceremony of installation. But if he has been

installed, no matter how carelessly or incorrectly, it

is to be presumed that the degree has been confer-

red and the installation completed, unless positive
evidence be furnished that it has not, because in

Masonry as in law, the maxim holds good that

"all things shall be presumed to have been done
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legally and according to form until the contrary be

proved "*

11 The last prerogative of a Master of a Ledge
to which I shall allude is that of exemption from

trial by his Lodge, on charges preferred against
hlm The Grand Lodge alone has any penal _yurls
diction over lnm 'lhere is now, I believe no doubt

of the Lorrectness of this decision, although the

reason a°sxgned for lt is not, in my oplnlon, the co1

rect one 'lhe mcompeteney of a Lodge to try its

Maste , and his right to trial by the Grand Lodge
onlv, is generally based on the legal axiom that

every man IS entitled to a trial by his peers 1' But

how are we to apply this axiom to the case of the

Master ofa Lodge 'I Is he entxtled to tual by the

Grand Lodge because he is a member of that body "

He derives this membership from hls representative
posmon only, and that representative positlon he

shares with the two Wardens, who are equally
members of the Grand Lodge, and who, if the

equally entitled to trxal by the Grand Lodge, as

' Omma pmsnmuntur legitnne facta donec probetur in cor-trannm Where

acts are of an olilcal nature says Bnoox (Leg Max. 72 l) or mqmure

the concurrence of ofllcml persnns a presnmptmn an-ies ln favor of their

due execution ' Tlns is pecuharly applicable tothe pmnt dxscussed in tLo

text.

1 Thus the Cfmstntutu in of the Grand Lodge of hew York says Every
Mason must be tried by hm peers and hence the Master cannot be tned by
hashodge. -§8 s.2l Bllllf tlnsbeh-ue thehiastercanonlybetned by
a conventzon of Masters for nelther Past Masum nor Wardens who assist

ln composing the Grand Lodge are his peers in an ollcial sense-the only
em in which I suppose the woni can mth any propriety be used.
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their peers. We must look, therefore, somewhere

else for the cause of this peculiar privilege enjoyed
by Masters, and Masters alone, for Wardens are

amenable to trial in their Lodges. We shall find

it then in the peculiar relation existing between the

Master and his Lodge-a relation which no other

oHicer or member occupies. Under no circumstances

whatever can he be deprived of his right, when

present, to preside over his Lodge; and whenever

the Lodge is exercising judicial functions, and is

engaged in the trial of an accused member, the

Master, 'virtute rjicii, becomes the presiding Judge.
No one can deprive him of this position ; he has, in

fact, no right to yield it to any other, for he alone

is responsible to the Grand Lodge that the Lodge
shall, in the transaction of such grave business, con-

fine itself within the limits of law and equity.
Now, if he were himself on trial, his presence would

be necessary. Being present, he would have to as-

sume the chair, and thus the anomalous spectacle
would be presented of a Judge presiding in his own

trial. Such a spectacle would be shocking to our

sense of justice, and could not for a moment be per-
mitted.* And yet, if the Master is to be tried by
his own Lodge, there is no possible way of avoiding
it. On this account alone, therefore, it was neces-

sary to iind some other tribunal which should act as

' " It is a fundamental rule in the administration of justice that u person
cannot be judge in a cause wherein he is interested."-Bnoox, Lfglll
Fatima, p. 84. This is preclselythe rule which prevents the trial ofa Mas

tsrbyhislmdge. Nmwdebelessejudainpropriasua causa,says¢ho
maxim of law.



woasnrrrnn uasrnn. 359

a court in the trial of a Master, and the Grand

Lodge seems in all respects to be the most appro-

priate. This body has therefore been selected as

the proper court for the trial of Masters, not be~

cause it is composed of the peers of these officers-

for this it is not, as many of its members are only
Wardens-but because it is not practicable to try
them anywhere else.

But it will sometimes happen that the offences of

the Master are of such a nature as to require imme-

diate action, to protect the character of the insti-

tution and to preserve the harmony of the Lodge.
The Grand Lodge may not be in session, and will

not be for some months, and in the mean time the

Order is to be protected from the evil effects that

would arise from the continuance of a bad Master

in oliice. The remedy provided by the usages of

the institution for such an evil are of a summary
nature. The Grand Master is, in an extraordinary
case like this, invested with extraordinary powers,
and may suspend the Master from oEice until the

next communication of the Grand Lodge, when he

will be subjected to a trial; In the mean time the

Senior Warden will assume the oiiice and discharge
the functions of the Master.* In New York, the

' Thus the Com. of For. Corres.of the Grand Lodgeof'I'enneasee,in1845,
said :

" The proper course to be pursued when a Master so fur forgets the

dignity of his otlice, and the duties he owes to himself and the brethren, is tc

petition the Grand Master for a suspension of the dfeuding Master from

dice, until the next meetiugoftbe Grand Lodge, when clnrges my be pre-

ferred, and auch punhhment indicted as the heinoasneas of the offence shall

merit. Inthlscasethefunctiousmd dutiesd theliasterdevoiveurxmtlze
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Grand Master immediately appoints in such a case

u. commission of seven, who must be not lower in

rank than Wardens, and who try the question and

make up their decision, which is final, unless an ap-

peal is taken from it, within six months, to the

Grand Lodge.* This, however, is a local regula-
tion. and where it, or some other satisfactory mode

of action is not prescribed by the Constitution of a

Grand Lodge, the Grand Master may exert his pre-

rogative of suspension under the general usage or

common law of Masonry.
Invested with such important prerogatives, it is

to be expected that the qualifications required of

such an oiiicer must be in a corresponding degree.
The Master of a Lodge is, in fact, he who, as his

Latin name Jllagisler imports, should have, more

than others, magis quam C(Bt(37'1:S, the care and con-

trol of those over whom he has been placed, and

who, with more of power, should also be distin-

guished by more of virtue and more of wisdom than

his brethren. "Those," says Festus, "are called

Masters upon whom the chief care of things de-

volves, and who, more than the others, should excr-

cise diligence and solieitude in the matters over

which they preside."
The proper qualifications of the Master of a

next succeeding officer, the Senior Warden, until the accused shall he brought
to trial, and acquitted or condemned." This is perhaps the highest preroga-
tive that the Grand Masterpossessemandlueedscarcely my thatit should

be exercised with the utmost caution, and resorted to orly with gm!
reluctance.

' Cmnt. G. L. of New York, § 54.



WORSHIPFUL msrsn. 361

Lodge are laid down in the installation service as

follows : He is required to be " of good morals, of

great skill, true and trusty, and a. lover of the whole

fraternity." There is much significance in this

language : it portrays the qualifications of a Master

under the three-fold heads of moral, intellectual,
and social.

V

He is required, in the first place, to be " of good
morals." The teacher of the principles of virtue

and morality, which it is the design of Freemasonry
to inculcate, should himself be, if not an admirable

pattern, at least not a notorious transgressor of

those principles ; for, as a distinguished member of

the craft (Dr. Townsend, the Deputy Grand Master

of Ireland,) has remarked : "The most elegant
homily against those vices for which the preacher is

distinguished, falls dead upon the ear; the most

graceful eulogy of virtue is but disgusting in the

lips of a man whose conduct gives the lie direct to

his words; but he who teaches good by example,
will ever be listened to with respect."*

But the Master is not only a teacher of his

brethren, but he is their representative to the world,
and it becomes peculiarly his duty, by his own

exemplary conduct, to impress the world at large
with a. favorable opinion of the institution in which

he holds so high a position, and of which his own

exemplary or unworthy conduct will be considered

* Lecture on the duty ofthe Master.-Am. Quart. Rea. qf Freemasonry,
vol. l. p. 201. Thus, too, Aristotle says,

" he who is to govern (the dpxuu)
must he perfect In (Musa éprrf) moral virtue."-PoL lib. L cap. xiii.

16
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by the uninitiated as a fair exponent. Mankind

will very naturally presume that the members of a

moral institution would hardly confer so important
a trust upon an immoral or licentious brother, and

they will judge of the natiu-e and character of the

Lodge by the behavior of its presiding officer.

Intcllectually,he must be " of great skill." Much

stress is thus laid upon the mental qualifications.
He who desires to be the Master of a Masonic

Lodge, must not be satisiied with a moderate share

of skill. His knowledge and attainments must be

great. If he proposes to be a teacher, he must

thoroughly comprehend the subject which he in-

tends to teach, and by the fluency and readiness

which education gives, be capable of communicating
his instructions in a pleasing and impressive manner.

"A man of education and talents," says Dalcho,
" will elucidate with admirable beauty, perspicuity
and interest, the origin and progress of the arts in

different ages, the development of genius in the

organization of our Order, and the adaptation of the

system to the wants and happiness of man.....

He will, in short, speak upon literary and scientific

subjects as a Master; he will understand what he

profcsses to teach, and consequently he will make

himself understood by others. All will listen to

him with _delight, and all will be benefited by his

instructions."* This passage was written nearly
half a century ago, and since then the developments
of the Masohic system in this country have required

' Ahiunn P.:-mn, 1322, p. 66.
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astill greater amount of intellectual qualification
than has been described by Dalcho. An educated

man, however well skilled in general literature and

science, will make an incompetent Master of a Lodge,
if he does not devote his attention to the peculiar
science of our Order. If Masonry be, as it is de

Bned, "a science of morality, clothed in allegory
and illustrated by symbols," it is evident that a suc-

cessful teacher (and the Master is, in an emphatic
sense, a teacher) must qualify himself by a diligent
investigation of these symbols and, allegories-the
myths and legends of Masonry-their mystical ap-

plication, and the whole design of the institution

in this, its most important feature, must constitute

his study.
Socially, that is, as a member and ollicer of a

peculiar society, exclusive in its character, he must

be " true and trusty, and a lover of the whole fra-

ternity." Each of these indicates a particular
quality ; his truth and fidelity will secure his obedi-

ence to all the regulations of thc Order-his observ-

ance of its Landmarks and ancient usages--his
opposition to all unwarrantable innovations. They
will not only induce him to declare at his installa-

tion, but to support his declaration during his whole

term of ollice, that "it is not in the power of any
man or hody of men to make innovations in the

body of Masonry." They are his guarantee that he

will not violate the promises he has made of fidelity
and obedience to the constituted authorities of the

Order.
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His love of the fraternity will be an evidence of

his zeal and fervency in the cause-of his disposi-
tion to cultivate all the benign principles of the

institution, and to extend its blessings in every

unobjectionable way. Where there is love, there

must be reasonable service, and affection for the

brethren will show its results in devotion to the

association of which these brethren form a compo~
nent part.

But, besides these, there are other qualifications
necessary to the Master of a Lodge, not so much as

a teacher of Masonry, as in his capacity as a presid-
ing oiliccr. He should rule his brethren with love,
rather than with force. He should exercise firmness

with moderation; cultivate a spirit of conciliation;
learn to subdue by mildness and urbanity the irri-

tations which will too often arise in an angry de~

hate; and in the decision of every question which is

brought before him, seek rather to establish the cor#
rectness of his judgment by the persuasions of reason

than to claim obedience by the force of authority
The ohice of a Master is one which should not too

readily be sought, for its functions are not easilv

discharged.
The Succession to the Chair.-This is perhaps the

most appropriate time to discuss the important
question of the succession to the chair-that is, to

inquire upon whom the functions and authority of

the presiding otiicer devolve, at the death, expulsion,
or absence of the Master of the Lodge.

Two principles seem now to be very generally
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admitted by the authorities on Masonic law, in con-

nection with this subject.
1. That in the temporary or permanent absence

of the Master, the Senior Warden, or, in his ab-

sence, the Junior, succeeds to the chair.

2. That on the permanent removal of the Master

by death or expulsion, there can be no election

for a successor until the constitutional night of

election.

Let us inquire into the foundation of each of these

principles.
1. The second of the Regulations of 1721 is in

these words:

" In casc of death or sickness, or necessary absence ol' the

Master, the Senior Warden shall act as Master pro tempore, if

no brother is present who has been Master of that Lodge
before. For the absent Ma.stcr's authority reverts to the

last Master present, though he cannot act £111 the Senior Whrden

has amgregaled the Lodge."

The lines which I have placed in italics indicate

that even at that time the power of calling the

brethren together and "setting them to work,"
which is technically called "

congregating the

Lodge," was supposed to be vested in the Senior

Warden alone during the absence of the Master,
although perhaps, from a supposition that he had

greater experience, the dimcult duty of presiding
over the communication was entrusted to a Past

Master. The regulation is, however, contradictory
in its provisions; for, if the " last Master present"
could not act, that is, could not exercise the author-
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ity of the Master, until the Senior Warden had con-

gregated the Lodge, then it is evident that the

authority of the Master did not revert to him in an

unqualified sense, for that otiicer required no such

concert nor consent on the part of the Warden, but

could congregate the Lodge himself.

This evident contradiction in the language of the

regulation probably caused, in a brief period, a

fu°ther examination of the ancient usage, and ac-

cordingly, on the 25th of November, 1723,a very
little more than three years after, the following
regulation was adopted :

" If a Master of a particular Lodge is deposed or demits,
the Senior Warden shall forthwith fill the Master's chair till

the next time of choosing; and ever since, in the Mastcr's

absence, he iills the chair, even though a former Master be

present."

The present Constitution of the Grand Lodge of

England appears to have been formed rather in

reference to the Regulation of 1721 _than to that of

1723. It prescribes that on the death, removal, or

incapacity of the Master, the Senior Warden, or in

his absence, the Junior Warden, or in his absence,
the immediate Past Master, or in his absence, the

Senior Past Master,
" shall act as Master in sum-

moning the Lodge, until the next election of oiii-

cers." But the English Constitution goes on to

direct that "in the Master's absence, the immediate

Past Master, or if he be absent, the Senior Past

Master of the Lodge present shall take the chair.

And if no Past Master of the Lodge be present, then
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the Senior Warden, or in his absence, the Junior

Warden shall rule the Lodge."*
Here again we find ourselves involved in the

intricacies of a divided authority. The Senior

Warden eongregates the Lodge, but a Past Master

rules it ; and if the Warden refuses to perform his

part of the duty, then the Past Master will have no

Lodge to rule. So that after all,it appears that of

the two, the authority of the Senior Warden is the

greaterrl'
But in this country the usage has always con-

formed to the Regulation of 1723, as is apparent
from a glance at our rituals and monitorial works.

Webb, in his " Freemason's Monitor," (edition of

1808,) lays down the rule that " in the absence of

the Master, the Senior Warden is to govern the

Lodge ;" and that oliicer receives annually, in every

Lodge in the United States, on the night of his in-

stallation, a charge to that eifect. It must be re-

membered, too, that we are not indebted to Webb

himself for this charge, but that he borrowed it,
word for word, from Preston, who wrote long be-

fore, and who, in his turn, extracted it from the

rituals which were in force at the time of his

writing;
° cum. ofthe Grofsngima, edit. 1847, p. 19.

1' Tbeecmfuslonwhiehutooedmoexisted in relation tothe questions(
whoshmldbethe|1mAasortothellnstcr,seemstohave|Hsenpartlyhun
thecmmaicum between uw Regunuamor 1721 and unseat 1723.886
partly rm the mnumiuuon in dimarent enum or um Begulatiou of ma

ann;

3 "Inmyahseneeyouantoniletbelndge."-Pam1°oN,p.79. "inthe

|h|meoo(tholhster,youu~etoguvemthisI.odge."-Wns,p.102
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In the United States, accordingly, it has been

held, that on the death or removal of the Master,
his authority descends to the Senior Warden, who

may, however, by courtesy, oiier the chair to some

Past Master who is present. after the Lodge has

been eongregated.
2. In respect to the second principle, there is

no difference of opinion among the authorities.

Whether the Senior Warden or a Past Master is to

succeed, the Regulation of 1721 makes no provision
for an election, but implies that the vacancy shall

be temporarily supplied during the ofiicial term,
while that of 1723 expressly states that such tem-

porary succession shall continue " till the next time

of choosing," or, in the words of the present English
Constitution,

" until the next election of otiicers."

But, in addition to the authority of the Ancient

Regulation and general and uniform usage, reason

and justice seem to require that the vacancy shall

not be supplied permanently until the regular time

of election. By holding the election at an earlier

period, the Senior Warden is deprived of his right
as a member, to become a candidate for the vacant

otlice ; for the Senior Warden having been regularly
installed, has of course been duly obligated to serve

in the oflice to which he had been elected during
the full term. If, then, an election takes place be-

fore the expiration of that term, he must be excluded

from the list of candidates, because if elected, he

could not vacate his present ofiice without a viola-

tion of his obligation The same disability would
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affect the Junior Warden, who, by a similar obliga-
tion, is bound to the faithful discharge of his duties

in the south. So that by anticipating the election,
the two most prominent oliicers of the Lodge, and

the two most likely to succeed the Master in due

course of rotation, would be excluded from the

chance of promotion. A grievous wrong would

thus be done to these oliicers, which it could never

have been the intention of the law to inflict.

But even if the Wardens were not ambitious of

otliee, or were not likely, under any circumstances,
to be elected to the vacant otiice, another objection
arises to the anticipation of an election for Master,
which is worthy of consideration.

The Wardens, having been installed under the

solemnity of an obligation to discharge the duties

of their respective oiiices to the best of their ability,
and the Senior Warden having been expressly
charged that "in the absence of the Master he is to

rule the Lodge," a conscientious Senior Warden

might very naturally feel that he was neglecting
these duties and violating this obligation, by per-

mitting the otiice which he has sworn to temporarily
occupy in the absence of his Master, to be perma-

nently iilled by any other person.
On the whole, then, the Old Regulations, as well

as ancient, uninterrupted and uniform usage, and

the principles of reason and justice, seem impera-
tively to require that on the death or removal of the

Master, there shall be no election to supply the

vacancy ; but that the authority of the absent Mas
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ter shall be vested in the Senior Warden, and in his

absence, in the Junior.

In conclusion, it need scarcely be added that as

this right to succeed the Master is a personal right,
vested in the Wardens, no dispensation can issue to

set it aside and to order an election; for it is an

undoubted principle of justice that the Grand Mas-

ter has no prerogative to interfere, by his dispensing
Dower, with the rights of individuals.

SECTIONII.

ras wnnnrzrrs.

Every Lodge has two oilicers, who are distin-

guished as the Senior and Junior Wardens. The

word is derived from the Saxon weardian, "to
guard or watch," and signifies therefore a guardian
or watchman. The French and German titles for

the same otlicers, which are surueallant in the former

language, and aufseher in the latter, are equally
significant, as they denote an overseer. The title is

derived from the fact that in the old rituals these

odicers were supposed to sit at the two columns of

the porch, and oversee or watch the Fellow Crafts

and Apprentices-the Senior Warden overlooking
the former, and the Junior Warden the latter.

This ritual is still observed in the Lodges of the

French rite,* where the two Wardens sit in the

' Thus Cuvzr.: " A Voccideut, des deux cbtés la ports d'entrée, s'élb

ventdeuxcriomxes de bmnze. Surlaeolcune de gauchs esttracée-;
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west, at what is supposed to be the pedestals ofthe

two column of the porch of the temple ; and in the

York rite, although the allusion is somewhat im-

paired by the removal of the Junior Warden to the

south, they still retain on their pedestals miniature

columns, the representatives of the temple pillars,
and which in all processions they carry as the in-

signia of their oHice.*

The duties of the Senior Warden are very brieliy
described in the Installation service. They are, in

the absence of the Master, to preside, and govern
the Lodge; in his presence, to assist him in the

government of it.1'
In assisting the Master in the government of the

Lodge, it is the duty of both odicers to see that due

silence is observed around their respective stations,
and that the orders issued from the east are strictly
obeyed. But most of their duties in their peculiar
positions are of a. ritualistic nature, and are either

unnecessary or improper to be discussed in the

present work.

sur Pautre, on llt --. Pres de la premiere, se place le premier surveillsut,
et pres, de ls. deuxieme, le second surveillsnt."-Hisl. Pworesq. de la Erano-

'Mn P- 4-

* These columns appear at one time to have been called " trnncheons,"
md Ouvn (Bookqflhe Lodge, p. 116) quotes aninventory ofthe fumitun

belonging to I. Lodge st Chester, (l}ng.) taken in the year 1761, which men-

tions among other things " two tnmcheons for the Wardens"

1' Lumina gives s more explicit recapitulation of the duties of these ofll-

eers. He says :
" Their duties are to keep order and silence in the meeting,

to repeat the commands of the Master, each from his stntion,nnd to son

them obeyed."-Encyclopadle der Fretmaurerei, in uoce Aufseher. These

an precisely t\elr'!"ties,as lsiddown inthe Amerlcsnrltsml.
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In the absence of the Master, the Senior Warden

governs the Lodge. This is his inherent right, and

has already been fully considered in the preceding
section. He may, and often does, as a matter of

courtesy, resign the chair to some Past Master

present, but such Past Master always acts under the

authority of the Warden, who has first to congre-

gate the Lodge, that is, to call the brethren to labor,-
before he resigns the gavcl of his authority into the

hands of the Past Master.

Within a few years, the very singular objection
has been urged by some Masons that a Warden can-

not preside and confer degrees unless he has re-

ceived the Past Master's degree.* Now, I know of

no modern theory on Masonic law which has so

little foundation in fact as this. The degree of

Past Master is a necessary qualification of the Mas-

ter of a Lodge, and without it, it is admitted that

he cannot legally preside, not, however, because of

any peculiar virtue or superior knowledge that the

possession of the Past Master's degree confers, but

because by the Landmarks, or certainly by very

' In 1857, the Grand Master of Kentucky, Bm. T. N. Wise, made the

Following decision,which was sustained bythe Grand Lodge: The Master

and Senior Warden of |. Lodge being absent, the Jumior Warden took the

chair, and conferred the second degree, notwithstanding several Past Mae-

ters were present. The Master of the Lodge, at the next meeting, pro
uounced the action of the Junior Warden unmasonic. Tbe'Grand Master,
however, approved his course. as being the constitutional ruhr of the Dodge.
inthe absence of his two superiors; and the Grand badge, of course, in so

plain a case, sustained him. There was other matter involved in thi

case, bntthe real prin:inls affected was the rightof the Junior Wardentr

preside
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ancient regulations, the conferring of that degree
constitutes an essential part of the ceremony of in-

stalling the Master 'of a Lodge. He is not legally
installed until he has received the degree ; and not

being installed, he cannot exercise the functions of

his office. But there is no regulation making the

reception of the Past Master's degree a necessary

part of the installation of a Warden, and when,
therefore, a Warden has been duly installed, he is

entitled to preside and confer degrees in the absence

of the Master.

All the duties that devolve upon the Senior

Warden, in the absence of the Master, devolve in

like manner, and precisely to the same extent, upon
the Junior Warden, in the absence of both the Mas-

ter and the Senior. All that has been said of one

oliicer, under such circumstances, is equally appli-
cable to the other.

But if the Master be present, and the Senior

Warden absent, the Junior Warden does not assume

the functions of the latter officer, but retains his

own station, and a Senior Warden pro tempore must

be appointed by the Master. The Wardens perform
the duties of the absent Master according to senior-

ity, but the Junior cannot discharge the duties of

the Senior Warden. It must be remembered that a

Warden acting as Master is still a Warden, and is

so acting simply in the discharge of one of the

duties of his office. The Senior Warden is bound

to the performance of his duties, which are, in the

presence of the Master, to superintend the west, and
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in his absence to preside. The Junior Warden, in

like manner, is bound to the performance of his

duties, which arc, in the presence of the Master, to

superintend the south, and in the absence of both

Master and Senior Warden, to preside. The ab-

sence of the Senior Warden has, therefore, no effect

upon the duties of the Junior Warden, unless the

Master is also absent, when he takes the east. He

is to supply the place, not of the absent Senior

Warden, but of the absent Mastexn*

Among the duties which formerly devolved upon
the Junior Warden, was that of the examination of

visitors.'l' This duty has now, much more appropri-
ately, been intrusted to the Stewards.

It is one of the ritualistic Landmarks that the

Senior Warden presides over the craft during the

hours of labor, and the Junior Warden during the

hours of refreshment; and in reference to this fact,
it is the usage for the column of the Senior Warden

' It is s little singular that neither Preston nor Webb allude. ln the In-

stallation service, to this duty ol' the Junior to preside, ln the absence ot' his

two superior utlicers. The second Regulation of 1721 only intimates it in the

last clause. Dswno (Ahiman Ream, p. 69) and Tnmsnnr. (Manual, p.

237) are the only monitnrial authorities who state the law explicitly, but it is

mnctioned by universal and uninterrupted usage.

1'
" In s copyof the lectures which were used about the closeof the

eighteenth century, the Junior Wsrden's ofllee, amongst other important
matters, is said to include the examination of visitors."-Ouvsn, Book qf
the Lodge, p. 113. That and the introduction ot' candidates are specially in-

trusted to the Junior Warden in the installation services of both Preston and

Webb, but have long since been disused ln this country. Crom,the first

edition of whose " Chart" was published in 1819, and all the authors and

compilers who have since tbllowed him, Davis, Stewart, Tannehill, llsrfq
br., omit these duties from the charge given to the JuniorWard'n.
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to be standing, and that of the Junior to be lying
down, while the Lodge is at work, and these posi-
tions to bc reversed when the Lodge is called oH`.*

In consequence of the Junior Warden being
placed over the craft during the hours of refresh-

ment, and of his being charged at the time of his

installation to see
" that none of the craft be suffered

to convert the purposes of refreshment into those

of intemperance and excess/'T it has been very

generally supposed that it is his duty, as the prose-

cuting ollicer of the Lodge, to prefer charges against
any member who, by his conduct, has made himself

amenable to the penal jurisdiction of the Lodge.
I know of no ancient regulation which imposes this

unpleasant duty upon the Junior Warden; but it

does seem to be a. very natural deduction from his

peculiar prerogative as the custos 'morum or guardian
of the conduct of the craft, that in all cases of vio-

lation of the law he should, after due eH`orts towards

producing a reform, be thc proper ohicer to bring
the conduct of the ofending brother to the notice

of the Lodge.
' Pnxsrox (p. 80) says:

" When the work of Masonry in the Lodge ls

carrying on, the column ofthe Senior Deacon is raised ; when the lodge B

at refreshment, the colunm of the Junior Deacon lu raised." It will he seen

by this that the columns, which, in the custom of this conmtry, are, by o

bmufui symbolism, placed in me handsof the wmiem, to indians the

hours of labor nnd refreshment, are, in the Prestunlan work, without any

meaning whatever, given to the Deacons. Webb thonghtlessly followed the

system of Preston ln this respect ; but it is doubtful whether he or any of his

disciples ever worked by it. At least I can Und no evidence, except the

paanxage in Webb's charge to the Deacom, that columns were ever borne by
thrse olllccrs.

1* lnstnllatim charge to the Junior Warden.
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One of the most important prerogatives of the

Wardens is that of representing the Lodge with the

Master at all communications of the Grand Lodge.
This is a prerogative the exercise of which they
should never omit, except under urgent circum-

stances. A few Grand Lodges in the United States

have disfranchised the Wardens of this right, and

confined the representation to the Master, but I

cannot hesitate to say that this is not only a viola-

tion of ancient regulations, but an infraction of the

inherent rights of the Wardens and the Lodges
After the comparatively modern organization of

Grand Lodges, in 1717, the craft as a body sur-

rendered the prerogatives which belonged to every
Mason of being present at the General Assembly,
in the assurance that their rights and privileges
would be sufficiently secured by the presence of

their Masters and Wardens* Hence, in the Regu-
lations of 1721, which must be considered, according
to the history given of them by Preston, in the light
of a bill of rights, or fundamental constitution,1° the

Grand Lodge is expressly defined as consisting of

' " Matters being thus amicably adiusted," says Pnasmx, when speaking
if the organization of the Grand Lodge in 1717, "the brethren of the four

old Lodges considered their attendance on the future communications of the

Society as unnecessary, and therefore, like the other Lodges, trusted im-

plicitly to their Master and Wardens, resting satisfied that no measure of

Importance would be adopted without their approbation."-1llu.~:tralions,
n. 138, OL. edit.

1' Pns.s'roN says that the odicers of the old Lodges, fearing that the ma-

jority might "encroach upon, or even subvert the privifeges uf the original
Masons of England, very w&ly formed n code of laws t .r the future govern-

ment or the Society."-lbid. p. 184. This _:ode is what is kn':'.vn an the

Regulations ol 1721.
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' the Masters and Wardens of all the regular par-
ticular Lodges upon record." The disfranchisement

of the Wardens is, in fact, a disfranchiscment of the

Lodges and the establishment of a new form of

Grand Lodge, unknown to the Ancient Consti-

tutions.

Another prerogative of the Wardens is their eligi-
bility to election as Master. It has already been

seen that no Mason can be chosen Master unless he

has previously served in the otliee of Warden, ex-

cept in the case of new Lodges, or of emergencies,
where no Warden, Past Warden, or Past Master

will consent to serve. This eligibility to the chair

is not confined to the Wardens then in oiiice, for

any brother who has ever filled that station retains

for ever his eligibility. It is a right that is affected

by no lapse of time.

The prerogative of appointment which is vested

in these otlieers is limited. The Senior Warden has

the right of appointing the Junior Deacon, and

the Junior Warden that of appointing the two

Stewards.

If the Master and both Wardens be absent, the

Lodge cannot be opened, because the warrant of

constitution is granted to the Master and Wardens,
and their successors, and to none else. In 1857,

during the absence of the Master and Wardens of a

Lodge in Kentucky, a Past Master of the Lodge as-

sumed the chair, appointed proxies for the Wardens,
and proceeded to transact business. Upon an ap-

peal from the Master of the Lodge, the Grand Mas
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ter declared thc acts of the Lodge to be illegal and

of no eifect. There can be no doubt that this de~

eision was correct, according to the Regulations of

1721 ; for. although a Past Master may preside, by
the courtesy of a Warden, he holds his authority,
according to these Regilations, under the Warden,
and cannot act until that oiiicer has congregated
the Lodge. At the opening of the Lodge at least,
therefore, the Master or a Warden must be present,
and if Master and Wardens are all absent, the

Lodge cannot be opened.
It, however, the Lodge is congregated by the

Warden, and he places a Past Master in the chair,
and then retires, I am inclined to think that the

labors or business of the Lodge may be legally con-

tinued, notwithstanding the absence of the Warden,
for he has complied with the requisitions of the law,
and congregated the Lodge. It is a right belong-
ing to the Warden to invite a. Past Master to pre-
side for him, and if, after exercising that right, he

then retires, the Past Master will continue to act as

his representative. But the Warden will be re-

sponsible for the acts of the Past Master; for, if

anything is done irregularly, it may be well said

that the Warden should have been there to correct

the irregularity when it occurred. I confess, how-

ever, tliat this is a res non judicata-a question that

has not been even discussed, so far as I am aware,

by any Masonir authority.
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SELIION III.

'run TREASURER

Althou h thus ollicer takes no part ln the ntnal

or ceremonial labors of the Lodge yet the due ad

mlmstratlon of hrs dutles IS closely connected wxth

lts welfare He IS the financxal oliicer or banker of

the Lod e
,

and to prevent the posslblhty of any
colluslon between hunself and the presldlng oihcer

the Constltutxons of England whlle they guve the

appoxntment of all the other ofiicers to the Master

have prudently provided that the Treasurer shall

be elected bv the Lodge
The dutles of the Treasurer as detalled m the

Installatlon servnce and sanctxoned by unxversal

usage are threefold

1 He IS to recelve all moneys due the Lodfre from

the Secretary
2 He IS to make due entrles of the same

3 He ls to pay them out at the order of the

Master and wxth the consent of the Lodge
As the banker sxmply of the Lodge he has nothmg

to do wlth the collectxons whxch should be made by
the Secretary and handed over to lnm These

funds he retams ln his hands and dxsbnrses them by
the order of the Lodge whlch must be certniied to

hxm bs the Master Hls accounts so far as the re-

celpts of monev are concerned are only wlth the

Secretary Of hls dnsburscmcnts of com c he

kec} = a special account Hls accounts should be
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neatly and accurately kept, and be always ready for

the inspection of the Lodge or of the Master.

As his oliice, as custodian of the funds of the

Lodge, is a responsible one, it has been usual to re-

quire of him a bond for thc faithful discharge of his

duties ; so that, in case of failure or defalcation, the

Lodge may not become the loser of its property.
For all the funds he receives from the Secretary

he should give a receipt to that officer, and should

take receipts from all persons to whom he pays

money. These last receipts become his vouchers,
and his books should be examined, and the entries

compared with the vouchers, at least once a year, by
a committee of the Lodge.

The Treasurer, like every other officer in a Ma-

sonic Lodge, cannot resign, nor can his otiice be

vacated by a removal, or any other cause, except
death or expulsion. But whenever either of these

events occurs, and the oiiice becomes vacant, it is

competent for the Lodge, of course, under the

authority of a dispensation from the Grand Master,
to hold a new election. The olijections to such a

course, in the case of the Master or Wardens, do

not apply to the Treasurer.

.

SECTION IV.

THE si-:car-:'rAnY.

The Secretary, like the Treasurer, is only a

business oiiicer of the Lodge, having nothing to do

in the ritualistic labors. The charge whicn he re
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;e1ves at Ins installatxon Into ollice, as it IS glven by
Preston Webb, and Cross,* notwithstanding they
all differ does not contain a full summax y of his

dutres, which are very CXUGDSIVG. I am inclined to

thmk that the usage of the craft IS at fault ln mak

mg the Treasurer the semor ollieer for I thxnk lt

wlll be found that the dutles and labors of the

Secretary are not only more onerous, but far more

xmportant to the mterests of the lnstxtutlon

The Secretary acts, ln hxs relatlon to the Lodge,
ln a. threefold capacltv He IS ll»S recordlng, cor

respondmg, and collectlng agent
As the recordmg agent of the Lodge, lt ns hrs

duty to keep a mmute of all the proceedmgs, except
such as are of an esoterlc character, and whxeh the

pecuhar constltutxon of our socxety forblds htm to

comm1t to paper After these mmutes hae been

approved and confirmed, It IS his duty to transfer

them to a. permanent record book It IB also hls

duty, whenever called upon, to furmsh the Grand

Master or the Grand Lodge wlth a falr transerlpt
of any portion of h1s records that may be lequlred
As the recordmg agent, he IS also expected to fur-

' Ittsyourdutytorewnithe minutesand lssueoutthesummomesfor

the regular meetings P|urs'ro~1 p 79

lt is your duty to observe the Worshnpful Masters vnll and pleasure to

record the proceedlngs of the Lodge to recerve all moneys and pay them

into the hands ofthe'l'reasurer Wrzns p. 104

lt ts your duty to observe all the proceedmgs ofthe Lodge make a fur

record of all thmgs proper to be wrltteu to recexve all moneys due the

Lodge and paythem over to the Treasurer and take lm recelptforthe
name. -Cxoss p 46

Itmllbeobserved thatthe wordsofCross agree moreclosely than the
others mth the ritual ln general use at the present time in this country
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nish, at every communication of the Lodge, a. state

ment of ,the unfinished business which is to be called

up for action.

As the corresponding agent of the Lodge, he re-

ceives and reads all communications which have

been addressed to the Lodge, and replies to them,
under the directions of the Lodge or the Master,
whenever any action has been taken upon them.

He also issues all summonses for special or stated

communications. '1'his duty, particularly in refer-

ence to the stated communications, is sometimes

improperly neglected. Every Mason is entitled to

a summons, either verbal or written, to every meet-

ing of his Lodge. The Secretary is also the proper
oiiicer to make out the returns to the Grand Lodge,
and to communicate to it, through the Grand Se-

cretary, notices of rejections, suspensions and ex-

pulsions. He is, in fact, the organ of communication

between his Lodge and the Grand Lodge, as well

as all other Masonic bodies. He aiiixes his signa-
ture and the seal of the Lodge to all demits, diplo-
mas, and other documents which the Lodge may
direct. For this purpose he is the keeper of the

seal of the Lodge, and is also the proper custodian

of its archives*
'

As the collecting agent of the Lodge, he keeps
the accounts between itself and its~members, re-

ceives all dues for quarterage, and all fees for initia-

tion, passing and raising; and after making an

' He combines the duties o(Secntary with those of Arcbivi~t and Kcepel
':ftheSeals,tobefoundinhsF|enc.handmauyGermnnLodges.

'
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entry of the sums and the occasions on which they
were paid, he transfers the money forthwith to the

Treasurer, and takes his receipt. In this way each

of these otlicers is a check upon the other, and a

comparison of their books will enable the Lodge
at any time to detect the errors_of either.

The books and accounts of the Secretary, like

those of the Treasurer, should be examined at least

once a year by a committee appointed by the Lodge,
and they should be at all times ready for the in-

spection of the Master.

It is customary in many Lodges, on account of

the numerous and often severe duties of the Secre-

tary, to exempt him from the payment of annual

dues, and sometimes even to give him a stated salary.
I see no objection to this, for he does not thereby
cease to be a contributor to the support of the insti-

tution. His contribution, though not in the form

of money, is in that of valuable services.*

The odice of Secretary, like that of Treasurer,
can only be vacated by death or expulsion, when a

new election may be ordered under the Grand Mas-

ter's dispensation. It must be remembered that

nothing can be done in Masonry out of the regular
time appointed by law, unless the proper authority
dispenses, for that particular occasion, with the

operation of the law.

* Ithvcrypruperlynmintlined nstprhdple tht no Xason lhouldro

eelve pecuniary compensation Ihr his services in the wotlr of Masonry. But

the Secretary is the only otilcer in the Indge. except the Tiler, whose labors

ln Masonry do not emne when the Iudge is closed. Nearly all of his work

H imeocnectcd with the ritual, nad much of it is dune during the recess ol

the Indgr.
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SECTION V.

rni-: DEACONS.

In every Masonic Lodge there are two oliicers

who are called Deacons; the one who sits in the

east, on the right ofthe Master, is called the Senior

Deacon, and the other, who sits in the west, on the

right of the Senior Warden, is called the Junior

Deacon. They are not elected to their respective
oiiices, but are appointed-the Senior bythe Master,
and the Junior by the Senior Warden.

The title is one of great antiquity, and is derived

from the Greek language,* where it signiiics an

attendant or servant, and was used in this sense in

the primitive church, where the Deacons waited

upon the men, and stood at the men's door, and

the Deaeonesses at the womcn's door, to see that

none came in or went out during the time of the

oblation.

In the Lodges of France and Germany, except in

those which work in the Scotch and York rites, the

oliice of the Deacons is not known ; but their func-

tions are discharged by other oiiicers. In France

they have an "expert" and a "Master of Ceremo-

nies," and in Germany a. "Master of Ceremonies"

and a.
"

preparer."'l _

* Ammpqf, an attendant or mailer, from the verb duucovca, to allend

tr serve. In the Latin the word is diaeonus.

1' The German Lodges in this country make use of Deacons, nnd give them

the title of" vorsteher," which signifies a director. See Des I'i'eimaure'r'S

Hundbuch von J. D. Fmiuznxxmn, which is an excellent tnmhliou d
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While the two Deacons have one duty in common,

that, namely, of waiting upon the Master and

Wardens, and serving as their proxies in the active

duties of the Lodge# the Senior Deacon being the

especial minister of the Master, and the Junior of

the Senior Warden, they have peculiar and separate
duties distinctly appropriated to each.

The Senior Deacon.--The Senior Deacon, as I

have already remarked, is the especial attendant of

the Master. Seated at his right hand, he is ready
at all times to carry messages and to convey orders

from him to the Senior Warden, and elsewhere

about the Lodge.
He is also the proper ohicer to propose to every

candidate, in an adjoining apartment, and in the

presence of the Stewards, those questions which are

to elicit his declaration of the purity of the motives

which have induced him to apply for initiation#
For this purpose he leaves the Lodge room, previous
to the preparation of the candidate, and having pro-

posed the questions and received the appropriate
replies, he returns and reports the fact to the

Master.

He also takes an important part in the subsequent

hcor's lhnual, for the use ofGe|-man Lodges. But the word " vonzteher"

Is not to be bend in LKNNIIINB German Encyclopedia of Freemasonry.
° "Itisyonrpmvincetoattend on the Master |ndWardens,andtoact

ll their proxies in the active duties of the Indge."-Wxna, Installation

Server, p. 104.

1' Winn sayatlntthe declarationmusvbeassentedtobyacandidntein
an adinining apartment plevions to initiation," and he adds, " the Stewards

of the Lodge are usually present."-Honikzr, p. 30.

17
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ceremonies oi initiation. He receives the candi-

date at the door,* and conducts him throughout all

the requisitions of the ritual. He is, from the

reason of his intimate connection with the candi-

date, the proper guardian of the inner door of the

Lodge.
It is his duty also to welcome all visiting brethren,

to furnish them with seats, and if they are entitled

to the honors of the Lodge, to supply them with thc

collars and jewels of their rank, and conduct them

to their appropriate stations in the east#
After the Lodge is opened, the altar and its sur-

rounding lights are placed under the especial care

of the Senior Deacon.

He also takes charge of the ballot box in all bal-

lots, places it on the altar in the customary form,
and after all the members have voted, exhibits it for

inspection to the Junior and Senior Wardens and

Master, in rotation.

In the inspection of members and visitors, before

the Lodge is opened, for the purpose of preventing
the intrusion of impostors among the brethren, the

north side of the Lodge is intrusted to the care of

the Senior Deacon. _

The Junior Deacon.-This otiicer is the especia.
attendant of the Senior Warden ; and being seated

at his right hand, is prepared to carry messages

' Accordir|gtotheP|-est1nIanwork,l¢ h the dutyoftbe Inner Guard

(anofllcernotrecogniud in this eount'v) "to receive candidates in dnl

form."-See Puntos, p. 80.

1* Manylodgeskeepasupplyof Pastl!nsten'ocllmsanlljew¢l|!uthl|
purpose.
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from him to the Junior Warden, and elsewhere

about the Lodge.
He takes very little part in the. ceremonies of

conferring the degrees, but as he is placed near the

outer door, he attends to all alarms of the Tiler, re-

ports them to the Master, and at his command, in-

quires into the cause. The outer door being thus

under his charge, he should never permit it to be

opened by the Tiler, except in the usual form, and

when preceded by the usual notice. He should

allow no one to enter or depart without having first

obtained the consent of the presiding oiiicer.

An important duty of the Junior Deacon is to see

that the Lodge is duly tiled. Upon this the security
and secrecy of the institution depends; and there-

fore the Junior Deacon has been delegated as an

especial odicer to place the Tiler at his post, and to

give him the necessary instructions.

In the inspection of the brethren, which takes

place at the opening of the Lodge, the south side of

the room is intrusted to the care of the Junior

Deacon.
_

In the absence of the Senior Deacon, the Junior

does not succeed to his place ; but a temporary ap-

pointment of a Senior Deacon is made by the

Master.

If the Junior Deacon is absent, it is the usage for

the Master, and not the Senior Warden, to make a

temporary appointment. The right of nominating
the Junior Deacon is vested in the Senior Warden

only on the night of his installation. After that, on
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the occurrence of a temporary vacancy, this right is

lost, and the Master makes the appointment by the

constitutional right of appointment which vests in

him.

It has been supposed by some writers that, as the

Deacons are not elected, but appointed by the Mas-

ter and Senior Warden, they are removable at the

pleasure of these ollicers. This, however, is not in

accordance with the principles which govern the

tenure of all Masonic oilices. Although they are

indebted for their positions to a preliminary ap-

pointment, they are subsequently installed like the

other otlicers, take a similar obligation, and are

bound to the performance of their duties for a simi~

lar period. Neither Preston nor Webb say any-

thing, in the installation charge, of a power of

removal by those who appointed them. In fact it

is the installation, and not the appointment, that

makes them Deacons; and deriving, therefore, their

right to office from this ceremony, they are to be

governed by the same rules which alfect other in-

stalled otiicers. In England, the Wardey are ap-

pointed by the Master, but he cannot remove them

from oiliee, the power of doing which is vested

solely in the Lodge.* In this country, the only

' " The Wardens or ollicers of a Lodge cannot be removed, unless for A

cause which appears tn the Lodge to be sullicient; but the Master, if he be

dissatisfied with the conduct of any ofhis olllcers, may lay the cause deam-

plaint before the Lodge ; and if it shall appear to the majority of the

brethren present that the complaint be well founded,he shall have power to

displace such omcer, and to nominate anothcr."--Oonstitulions tj' England,
ed. 1547, p. 80.
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mode known to the law of removing an oiiicer is by
his expulsion, and this can only be done by the

Lodge, as in England, after trial. I hold, then,
that the analogy of the English law is to be ex-

tended to the appointed, as well as to the elected

oiiicers-to the Deacons who are appointed here, as

well as to the Wardens who are appointed there ;
and that therefore a Deacon, having been once in-

stalled, derives his tenure of oliice from that instal~

lation, and cannot be removed by the Master or

Senior Warden. The otlice can only be vacated bv
death or expulsion.*

SECTION VL

ras snswuzns.

The Stewards are two in number, and are ap-

pointed by the Junior Warden. They sit on the

right and left of that officer, each one having a white

rod, as the insignia of his oliice, and wearing the

cornucopia. as a jewel.
Preston says that their duties are "to introduce

visitors, and see that they are properly accommo-

dated; to collect subscriptions and other fees, and

to keep an exact account of the Lodge expenses."
Webb adds to these the further duties of seeing
"that the tables are properly furnished at refresh-

' Tbojeve!softbeDeaconsuveasqnare and eompamegwiththesunin
the centre for the Seuionnnd the moon for the Junior. In England the

jswellsadovelnitstlight. Thebeacons alwaysean7rodsnstheinsignh
ittbeirodlw.
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ment, and that every brother is suitably provided
for," and he makes them the assistants generally of

the Deacons and other oiiicers in performing their

respective du'ties.*
L

There can be no doubt, from the nature of the

oliice in other institutions, that the duty of the

Stewards was originally to arrange and direct the

refreshments of the Lodge, and to provide accom-

modations for the brethren on such occasions.

When the oiiice was first established, refreshments

constituted an important and necessary part of the

proceedings of every Lodge. Although not yet
abolished, the Lodge banquets are now fewer, and

occur at greater -intervals, and the services of the

Stewards are therefore now less necessary, so far as

respects their original duties as servitors at the

table. Hence new duties are beginning to be im-

posed upon them, and they are, in many jurisdic-
tions, considered as the proper odicers to examine

visitors and to prepare candidatesxt
The examination of visitors and the preparation

of candidates for reception into the different de-

grees, requires an amount of skill and experience
* Lzxmxa says that in those Gcmmn Lodges which have introduced the

otiice of Stewards, they unite the duties of Deacons and Stewards, and are

the assistants of the two Wardens, whose stations Lhey assume in their

absence. Em.-yc. der Freimaur in vuce Scnuu-uma. They pcmcss no such

prerogative in England or America. The French Indges do not recognize
the ollice.

1* " To the Stewards is intrusted, in the hours of labor, the preparation of

candidates and the examination of visitors, for which purpose they sh-iuld

acquire a cumpetent knowledge of tbemystei'ie:~x of'onri:zst1tuLEs:|."-.ihinuar

Rezon of So Carolina, p. Ta.
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which can be obtained only by careful study. It

seems, therefore, highly expedient that instead of

iutrusting these services to committees appointed as

occasion may require, they should be made the

especial duty of odicers designated at their instal-

lation for that purpose, and who will therefore, it

is to be supposed, diligently prepare themselves for

the correct discharge of the functions of their

oliice.
'

Preston says that at their installation the Master

and Wardens are the representatives of the Mas-

ter Masons who are absent, the Deacons of the

Fellow Crafts, and the Stewards of the Entered

Apprentices.
The Stewards, like the Deacons, although not

elected, but appointed, cannot, after installation, be

removed by the ofiicer who appointed them.

I may remark, in conclusion, that the odice is one

of great antiquity, since we iind it alluded to and

the duties enumerated in the Old York Constitu-

tions of 926,* where the Steward is directed " to

provide good cheer against the hour of refresh-

ment," and to render a true and correct account of

the expenses.

SECTION VII.

-r n n 1- r 1. 1: a .

This is a very important oilice, and like that of

the Master and Wardens, owes its existence, not to

any conventional regulations, but to the very Land-

'Beeanlep.46,point9.
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marks of the Order ;* for, from the peculiar natme

of our institution, it is evident that there never

could have been a meeting of Masons for Masonic

purposes, unless a Tiler had been present to guard
the Lodge from intrusion.

The title is derived from the operative art ; for,
as I have elsewhere explained it,

"
as in operative

Masonry, the Tiler, when the edifice is erected,
finishes and covers it with the roof (of tiles), so in

speculative Masonry, when the Lodge is duly organ-
ized. the Tiler closes the door and covers the sacred

precincts from all intrusion/'?
The first and most important duty of the'Tiler is

to guard the door of the Lodge, and to permit no

one to pass in who is not duly qualified, and who

has not the permission of the Master; Of these

qualifications, in doubtful eases, he is not himself to

judge ; but on the approach of any one who is un-

known to him, he should apprize the Lodge by the

usual formal method. As the door is peculiarly
under his charge, he should never, for an instant,be
absent from his post. He should neither open the

door himself from without, nor permit it to be

opened by the Junior Deacon from within, without

the preliminary alarm.

' See ante p. 26, Landmark Il.

1 MAcxs"s Lexicon ofl»'ree1msuury. The French and Genmn Masons

preserve the same symbolic idea. In Prancethe odieer h called a
" tnillenr,"

andthe ladgeissaidtobecouered. ln German lodges thewoni likri

literally tru luted by the title " ziegeldecker."
1 Neither Prston, Webb, nor any of the other monitor-in! writers lmtil th

time of Cross, prescribed any form of clnrge at the installation of the Tiler
Tha. duties, however, were well understood.

. 
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A necessary qualification of a Tiler is, that he

should be a Master Mason. Although the Lodge
may be opened in an inferior degree, no one who

has not advanced to the third degree can legally
discharge the functions of Tiler. _

As the Tiler is always compensated for his

services, he is considered, in some sense, as the

servant of the Lodge. It is therefore his duty to

prepare the Lodge for its meetings, to arrange the

furniture in its proper place, and during the com-

munication to keep a supply of aprons, so as to fur-

nish each brother with one preparatory to his

entrance. He is also the messenger of the Lodge,
and it is his duty to deliver to the members

the summonses which have been written by the

Secretary.
The Tiler need not be a member of the Lodge

which he tiles; and in fact, in large cities, one

brother very often performs the duties of Tiler of

several Lodges.
The office, however, in a subordinate Lodge, does

not, like that of Grand Tiler, disqualify him for

membership; and if the Tiler is a member, he is

entitled to all the rights of membership, except that

of sitting in the communications, which right he

has voluntarily relinquished by his acceptance of

oHice.

It is usual, in balloting for candidates, to call the

Tiler (if he be a member) in, and request him to vote.

On such occasions the Junior Deacon takes his place
on the outside, while he is depositing his ballot.

I7*
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The Tiler is sometimes appointed by the Master,
but is more usually elected by the Lodge.* After

installation, he holds his oilice by the same tenure

as the other odicers, and can only be removed by
death or expulsion. Of course the Tiler, like every

otheroliicer, may, on charges preferred and trial

had, be suspended from discharging the flmctions of

his oilice, during which suspension a temporary
Tiler shall be appointed by the Master. But as I

have already said, such suspension does not vacate

the otiice, nor authorize a new election.
_

SECTION VIII.

'rue CHAPLAIN.

I can find neither example in the old usages, nor

authority in any of the Ancient Regulations, for the

appointment of such an ollicer in a subordinate

Lodge as a Chaplain. I think it is only within a

few years that some Lodges have been led, by an

improper imitation of the customs of other socie-

ties, to inscribe him in the list of their otiicers.

The Master of a Lodge, by the ritualistic usages
of the Order, possesses all the sacerdotal rights
necessary to be exercised in the ceremonies of our

institution. There is therefore no necessity for a

Chaplain, while I have no doubt that as the ritual

prescribes that certain duties shall be performed
by the Master, he is violating the Landmarks when

' In England he is always elected.
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he transfers the performance of those duties to

another person, who holds no omce recognized by
any of our regulations.

This section is therefore inserted, not to prescribe
the duties of the Chaplain of a Lodge-for I know

not where to find the authority for them-but to

enable me to express my opinion that the appoint-
ment of Chaplains in subordinate Lodges is an

innovation on ancient usage, which should be

discouraged.
Of course, on public occasions, such as the cele-

bration of the festivals of the patron Saints of

Masonry, when there are public prayers and ad-

dresses, there can be no objection, and indeed it is

advisable to invite a clergyman, who is a Mason, to

conduct the religious portion of the exercises.



CHAPTER IV.

Ruiz! at Qrlnt.

IN all well regulated societies, it is absolutely
necessary that there should be certain rules, not

anly for the government of the presiding oliicexgbut
for that of the members over whom he presides.
It is not so material what these rules are, as that

they should be well known and strictly observed!

The Parliamentary law, or that system of regula-
tions which have been adopted for the government
of legislative bodies in England and America, and

which constitutes the basis of the rules for conduct-

ing business in all organized societies, whether pub-
lic or private, in these countries, is, in many of its

details, inapplicable to a Masonic Lodge, whose

Rules of Order are of a nature peculiar to itself.

Still the Masonic rule is, as it has been judiciously
expressed by Bro. French,

" that where well settled

Parliamentary principles can be properly applied to

the action of Masonic bodies, they should always
' Bxrsxnn, who is excellent authority on the subject, says,

" whether

thmeformsbe lnall cases most rationalornogisreallynotof sogreatin
portance. It is much more material that there should bearuletogoby
than what that rule is. *Hurd in JEFFERSON, Han. p.l4
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govern ; but they should never be introduced where

they in any way interfere with the established cus-

toms or Landmarks of Masonry, or with the high
prerogatives of the Master."* In the discussion of

this subject, it is not proposed, in the present chap-
ter, to give anything more than a mere outline of

the usage to be pursued in conducting the business

of a Lodge ; for many of the most important regula-
tions to be observed will be found under appropri-
ate heads, interspersed throughout this work.

Qrtzt at Business.

1. After a Lodge has been opened according to

the formalities of the Order, the Hrst thing to be

done is the reading of the minutes of the preceding
communication. These are then to be corrected
and confirmed by a vote of the Lodge.

2. But to this 1'ule there is this qualification, that

the minutes of a regular or stated communication

cannot be altered or amended at a special one.+

3. The Lodge being opened and the minutes read,
it may then proceed to business, which will generally
commence with the consideration of the unhnished

business left over from the last meeting. But the

order of business is strictly under the direction of

the Master, who may exercise his own discretion in

' Application of Parliamentary Law to the Govemment of Masonic

Bodies.-Amerie. Qual. Rev. qf Free-mas., vol. i. p. 325.

1 " No Lodge can, at an extra meeting, alter or expunge the proceedings
du regular meeting."--Ahim. Rez. So. Ca. p. 84, ed. 1852
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the selection of the matters which are to come be

fore the Lodge, subject, of course, for an arbitrary
or oppressive control of the business to an appeal
to the Grand Lodge.

4. No alarms should be attended to at the door,
nor members or visitors admitted during the time

of opening or closing the Lodge, or reading the

minutes, or conferring a degree. -

5. All votes, except in the election of candidates,
members or otlicers, must be taken by a show of

hands,* and the Senior Deacon will count and re-

port to the Master, who declares the result.

6. No Lodge can be resolved into n
" committee

of the whole," which is a parliamentary proceeding,
utterly unknown to Masonry#

7. The minutes of a meeting should be read at its

close, that errors may at once be corrected and

omissions supplied by the suggestion of those who

were present during the transactions; but these

minutes are not to be 'dually confirmed until the

next regular communication.

' On the Sth April, 1136, the following regulation was adopted by the

Grand Lodge of England.-See Axnansou, seound edit. p. 178. " The

opinions orvotes of the members are always to be signiliod by each holding
up one of his hands, which uplifted hands the Grand Wardens are to count,

unless the number of bands be so unequal as to lender the counting useless.

Nor should any o'her kind of diviaim he ever admitted among Masons."

The Grand Lodge ot' South Carolina sap the right hand, the Grand Lcige
ol' New York. the Igfl. I adopt the middle course. and adhere to the orighal
regulation, which leaves it inditferent which hand ls wed.

1 "Committees of the whole are utterly out of place in alfasonic body.
lodges can only do bnsineu with the Master in the chair."-Fnaxcn. ul

mpfa
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8. Masonic decorum requires that during the

transaction of business, the brethren shall not enter-

tain any private discourse nor in any other wav

disturb the harmony of thc Lodge *

.Rules of Beasts

9 No bx other can speak more than once on any

subgect without the permisslon of the chair T

10 Every brother must address the chair stand

mg , he must confine himself to the questxon under

debate, and avold personality
11 Any brother who trausgresses thls rule may

be called to order in which case the pxesldmg olii

ccr shall immediately decide the point of order,
from which decision there can be no appeal to the

Lodge
12 When two or more brethren rise at once in a

debate the Master shall name the brother who is

irst to speak

and if reqmred it must be reduced to writing
14 Before the question IS put on any motion, it

should be d stmctly stated by the chalr

* You are not to hold pnvate committees or separate conversation

without leave from the Master nor to talk of anything xmpertment or nn

eeemly nor interrupt the Master or Wardens or any brother speaking to the

Master Charges qf 1721

1' Nrbrother ismspeak but oneetothe same :Eur unlesstnexplam
himself m when called by the chair to spmk. Regulation adopted Apwl
21 1430 Armnsoxl seoomied|t.p.l77

1

'

_

. _

_

I

13. No motion can be put unless it be seconded,
,

_

_

1"_ '

1

_ .

"__
.' .
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15. When a question is under debate, no motion

can be received but to lie on tlie table; to postpone
to a certain time ; to commit; to amend, or to post-
pone indeiinitely, which several motions, by Par-

liamentary usage, have precedence in the order in

which they are arranged; and no motion to post-
pone to a certain time, to commit, or to postpone
indefinitely, being decided, is again allowed at the

same communication.

16. When motions are made to refer a subject to

different committees, the question must be taken in

the order in which the motions were made.

17. When a motion has been once made and car-

ried in the aflirmative or negative, it is in order for

any member who voted in the majority to move

for a reconsideration thereof at the same com~

munication.

18. When an amendment is proposed, a member

who has already spoken to the main question may

again speak to the amendment.

19. Amendments may be made so as totally to

alter the nature of the proposition, and a. new reso-

lution may be ingrafted, by way of amendment, on

the word " resolved."

20. When a blank is to be filled, and various pro-

positions have been made, the question must be

taken first on the highest sum or the latest time

proposed.
21. Any member may call for a division of a

question, which division will take place if a. ma-

jority of the members consent.
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22. A motion to lie on the table is not debate-

able, nor is one in the Grand Lodge to close the

session on a given day.*
23. A motion lor adjournment is unmasonic, and

cannot be entertainedul
24. No motion for the "previous question" can

be admitted.I

¢|Il'l`lllIfU!'28.

25. All committees must be appointed by the

chair, unless otherwise specially provided for, and

the first one named on the committee will act as

chairman ; but no one should be appointed on n

committee who is opposed to the matter that is

referred.§
26. A committee may meet when and where it

pleases, if the Lodge has not speciied a time and

place. But a committee can only act when together.
and not by separate consultation and consent.ll

27. The report of a. committee may be read by
the chairman, or other member in his place, or by
the Secretary of the Lodge.

' These rules of debate. from ten to twenty-two, are derived homwer

known principles of Parliamentary law, but are strictly applicable to the con-

duct of businm in Masonic Lodges.
1' Thelinsternlonehnsthe rightof closing his Indgmandamotion fur

adjournment would necessarily interfere with his prerogative.
1 " The previous question being unknown to Ancient Masonry, should find

no resting place in a. regular Masonic Lodge."-Com. qf Om-req). 0. L. of
l?1"l1l07l1,S5l.

§ On the principle that " the child is not to be put to a nurse thntesres

not for lt."-Gaxr, cited by Jsrrnnsos, Man. p. 52.

|| "Nntbingisthe repnrtofthe committee but wbathasbeenagreed toil'

committee actually þÿ�&�S�S ¬�m�l�|�l�U�d�.�"�-�J�E�F�F�E�R�S�O�N�,p. 53.

 __T
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28. A. majority of a committee constitutes a

quorum for business.

29. When a, report has been read, if no objections
are made, it is considered as accepted ; but if ob-

jections are made, the question must be put on its

acceptance.
30. If the report contains nothing which requires

action, but ends with resolutions, the question must

be on agreeing to the resolutions.

31. If the report embodies matters of legislation,
the question must be on adopting the report, and

on agreeing to the resolutions, if resolutions are ap-

pended ; but if there is no action recommended by
the report, and no resolutions are appended to it,
the acceptance of the report, either tacitly or by
vote, disposes of it.

32. Reports may be recommitted at any time

before final action has been taker on them.

Elections.

33. The election of candidates for initiation, or

of Masons for affiliation, must be conducted with

white and black balls, and the result will be de-

clared by tlne Junior and Senior Wardens and

Master, in rotation, after inspection.
34. When the report of a committee on a petition

for initiation or affiliation is unfavorable, it is un-

necessary to proceed to a ballot; for, as the vote

must be unanimous, the unfavorable opinion already
expressed of at least two members of the committee

is in itself a reiection. It is not to be presumed
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that the commxttee would report abtmst and vote

for the candldate Of course lt IS to be undel stood

m these eases that an unfavorable xeport bv a com

vmttee IS equlvalent to a re_]eet1on But some Grand

Lodges have sand that a ballot mpst be taken ln all

cases, and thls, thouffh not the ffeneral usage, IS no

vrolatlon of a landmal k

35 In an electlon for otlieers two tcllers are to be

appoxnted to recewe and count the votes, and the

result must be declared by the Master

36 N0mlD0.tl0D° of candxdates for odice are ln

order, and accordlng to ancxent u=age,* but xf a

member IS elected who had not been nomxnated, the

election wlll stlll be valid , for a nomlnatlon, though

37 Where the bylaws of a Lodve do not pro
vxde otherwise, the cleetlon of an officer may be

taken by a. show of hands, lf there be no opposmg
candxdate 1'

In concluslon, to oorrow the language of Bro

French, from the able artlele already quoted, "let

me say that no general rules can be lard down that

wxll meet all specnal cases ,
and proper consldera

txon and good Judgment wlll almost always lead a

properly qualxiied Master to declde rxght
"

* The old records tell ns that on June 24 1717 belbre dinner the oldest

Muster Mason (now the Master of n Lodge) in the chair proposed a las! qf
proper candndales and the brethren by a majonty ot' hands elected Mr

Anthony Sayre gent. Grand Master of Masons Asmznsos sec ed p. 109

1 But lf the by~lnws reqmre 1| ballot xt must be taken even rf there he nc

opposlhon for a subordinate Lodge cannot suspend :ts by taws although a

Grand lodge can by unmxmous consent.

» . 403'
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I
_

U
-





BOOK V.

Bain relating fn Grant linhgss



Donors are the aggregations of Masons as individuals in

their primary capacity. Grand Lodges are the aggregations
of subordinate Lodges in their representative capacity. The

regular proéress of our inquiries has hitherto been from the

candidate to the Mason, and from the Mason to the Lodge.
I now complete the series by passirg from the Lodge to the

Grand Lodge. This will therefore be the subject matter of

me Fifth nook.
`
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LENNING defines a Grand Lodge to be °' the dog-
matic and administrative authority of several par-
ticular Lodges of a country or province, which is

usually composed of the Grand ofiiccrs and of the

presiding oiicers of these particular Lodges, or

of their deputies, and which deliberates for their

general good."*
The Old Charges of 1722 gave a more precise

definition, and say that " the Grand Lodge consists

of, and is formed by, the Masters and Wardens of

all the regular particular Lodges upon record, with

the Grand Master at their head, and his Deputy on

his left hand, and the Grand Wardens in their

proper places/"f
Both these definitions refer to an organization

which is comparatively modern, and which dates its

existence at a period not anterior to the beginning
of the last century. Perfectly to understand the

nature of a Grand Lodge, and to comprehend the

' Encyclopedic der Freimam-erel, word 0rienL

if Axnnsofs Const. hm edit. p. 61 and ante p. 68.
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process by which such a body has changed its

character, from an aggregation of all the Masons

living in a particular jurisdiction, to a representa-
tive body, in which all, except a select few, have

been excluded from its deliberations, we must go
back to the earlier published records that we pos-
sess d'f the history of the institution.

The duty, as well as the right of the craft, to hold

an Annual Meeting, in which they might deliberate

on the state of the Order, and make necessary

general laws for its government, may be considered,
in consequence of its antiquity and its universality,
to possess all the requisites of a Landmark.

The first written notice that we have of the

existence of a Grand Lodge or General Assembly
of the fraternity, is contained in the old manuscript
of Nicholas Stone, which Preston tells us was, with

many others, destroyed in the year 1720, but of a

portion of which Anderson, as well as Preston, gives
a copy in the second edition of his Book of Consti-

tutions.* We are there informed that about the
year 293,1' St. Alban, the proto-martyr of England,
who was a great patron of the fraternity, obtained

a charter from Carausius to permit the Masons to

hold a general council, to which he gave the name

' See Armsnsou, second edit. p. 57. Let me here |emsrk,tlmPwhstever
may besald against the edition of Aunnzson, published in 1738, and which

is the last that he edited, on account ofthe changes which it contains in the

Charges of 1722, it is infinitely superior in the historical part to the Ilrst edi~

lion of 1723, whose meager and unsatisfactory details have justly been the

muse of much complaint.

1* This is the date given by Rlnonn.-HisL de la Irancmagon, p. 95.
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of Assembly, and over which he presided as Grand

Master.

In consequence of the subsequent political condi-

tion of England, Masonry, with the other arts and

sciences, declined, and it is not probable that the

annual assemblies of the fraternity were regularly
maintained. About the beginning of the tenth

century, however, the institution revived, and

Prince Edwin, the brother* of King Athclstan,
obtained from that monarch a charter for tlic

Masons to renew their General Assembly or Grand

Lodge.
Accordingly, in the year 926, says Anderson,

"Prince Edwin summoned all the Free and Accepted
Masons in the realm to meet him in a congregation
at York, who came and formed the Grand Lodge
under him as their Grand Master-."+

This was an important communication, for it was

here that the Old York or Gothic Constitutions

were framed-the oldest copy that is extant of a

code ol' Masonic Regulations, and which formed the

basis of all the Constitutions that were subsequently
adopted;

In these Constitutions we find the assertion of the

right and duty of all the members of the craft to

attend the communications of the Grand Lodge, and

' In the Hrst edition of Anderson be is called " the youngest son," an

error which was corrected in the second and subsequent 

1' Axnznsox, second edit. p. 64.

iSeeaeondemedexemp|arolt.beseConstitut.kmsat paguwofthis
work.

18
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also a brief summary of the organization and func

tions of that body.*
There is one peculiarity about these Constitutions

which, in passing, I desire to notice, as it is con-

nected with the legal history of Grand Lodges.
The Fellow Crafts were permitted to attend the

General Assembly, but the Apprentices are not

alluded to, because they were not, at that time, con-

sidered as
"

men of the craft."

-It is probable that from that time the Annual

Grand Lodges continued to be held, although not

with uninterrupted regularity ; for, while Masonry
flourished under some of the English monarchs,
under others it declined. At all events we learn

from an ancient record, a copy of which is given by
Anderson, that in the reign of Edward III. a Grand

Lodge was held, and certain important regulations
enacted for the government of the craft. This

was between the years 1327 and 1377, but the

exact date is not furnished by either Preston or

Anderson#
' " They ordained there an assembly to be held

Every year, wheresoever they would,
To amend error-n,if any were found,

Among the cmlt within the land ;

Rich year or thini year it should be held,
In every place wheresoever they would ;

Time and place must be ordained also

In which place they should assemble ;

All the men ofthe craft must be there."

- -Gothic Oonstitulions, lines 47l-479. I have modernized the orthogrnphy,
which. without affecting the meaning, has de-ltrnyed the very little pretenwiun
that the original had to rhyme. Oi.v»:|¢'s condensation of this " onlinanee*

lrill be found in the present work at p. 47.

1 Awizusou, seecnfi edit. p. 71 ; Pnsmu, p. 137.
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In 1425, these meetings still continued, for in

that year, in the reign of Henry VI., Parliament

passed an act to prohibit
" the yearly coup-egations

and confederacies made by Masons in their general
assemblies.

This act was, however, we are informed, never

enforced; and we again hear of the General As-

sembly us having met in 1434.

In the reign of Queen Elizabeth, on the 27th De~

cember, 1561, we have an account of a Grand Lodge
which was held at York-Sir Thomas Sackville

being Grand Master; and the record is singular, in-

asmuch as it states two important facts, namely, that

several persons were made Masons by the Grand

Lodge, and that after they were made, they joined
in the communication# which proves that the custom

still continued of admitting all members of the craft

to assist in the General Assembly.
The next Grand Lodge, whose communication

was of such importance as to entitle it to a place in

the records of the institution, was that which was

held on the 27th December, 16s, when the Earl of

St. Albans was Grand Master, and when several

judicious regulations were enacted.1
From this time General Assemblies were annually

held, both atYork and London, until the beginning
of the eighteenth century, when, owing to the

n*

' Axnmsos, second edit. p. 74 ; Pnzsron, p. 141.

1' This was the celebrated meeting to which Queen Elizabeth svn! nn

amied mrce to break up the assemblage. See Axnsxzsornsecond cdia p

Sl, and PRBTON, p. 154.

1 Aimxmsox second edit. p. 101.
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neglect of Sir Christopher Wren, the Grand Master,
and to some other causes, the Annual Assembly, we

are told, was not duly attended*

But now we arrive at an important era in the his-

tory of Masonry. In 1716, there were only four

Lodges in existence in London,and no others in the

whole south of England. These four Lodges deter-

mined, if possible, to revive the institution from its

depressed state, and accordingly they met in Febru-

ary, 1717, at the Apple-tree Tavern, (whose name

has thus been rendered famous for all time,) and

after placing the oldest Master Mason, who was the

Master of a Lodge, in the chair, they constituted

themselves into a Grand Lodge, and resolved, says

Preston, "to revive the quarterly communications

of the fraternity." On the following St. John the

Baptist's day, the Grand Lodge was duly organized,
and Mr. Anthony Sayre was elected Grand Master,
who "appointed his Wardens, and commanded the

brethren of the four old Lodges to meet him and

the Wardens quarterly in communication/'T From

that time Grand Lodges have been uninterrupt-
edly held, receiving, however, at different periods,
various modifications, which are hereafter to be

noticed.
The records from which this brief history has

Deen derived, supply us with several facts, from

which we may elicit important principles of law.

' Axnnssomsecond edit. p. 108.

1' I again quote the words of PBBS'NJN,l)llb Armimsox says he Ullllllilldd
" the Mast/.ms and Wardens."
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In the first place, we find that originally the

meetings of the fraternity in their General Assembly
or Grand Lodge, were always annual. The old

York Constitutions, it is true, say that the assembly
might be held triennially ; but wherever spoken of,
in subsequent records, it is always as an Annual

Meeting. It is not until 1717 that we 'dnd anything
said of quarterly communications ; and the first al-

lusion to these subordinate meetings in any printed
work, to which we now have access, is in 1738, in

the edition of the Constitutions published in that

year. '1'he expression there used is that the quar-

terly communications were
" forthwith revived."

This of course implies that they had previously
existed ; but as no mention is made of them in the

Regulations of 1663, which, on the contrary, speak
expressly only of an

" Annual General Assembly,"
I feel authorized to infer that quarterly communica-

tions must have been 'first introduced into the Ma-

sonic system after the middle of the seventeenth

century. They have not the authority of antiquity,
and have been very wisely discarded by nearly all

the Grand Lodges in this country.
In the next place, it will be observed that at the

Annual Assembly, every member of the craft was

permitted to be present, and to take a part in the

deliberations. But by members q' the craft, in the

beginning, were meant Masters and Fellows only.
Apprentices were excluded, because they were not

entitled to any of the privileges of craftsmen.

'l`hey were not free, but bound to their Masters. and
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in the same position that Apprentices now are in

any of our trades or mechanical employmcnts. The

institution was then strictly operative in its charac-

ter ; and although many distinguished noblemen

and prelates who were not operative Masons, were,

even at that early period, members of the Order

and exalted to its highest oiiices, still the great mass

of the fraternity were operative, the workmen were

engaged in operative employments, and the institu-

tion was governed by the laws and customs of an

operative association.

In this respect, however, an important change
was made, apparently about the beginning of the

eighteenth century, which had a remarkable effect

on the character of the Grand Lodge organization.
Preston tells us that at that time a proposition was

agreed to " that the privileges of Masonry should no

longer be restricted to operative Masons, but extend

to men of various professions, provided they were

regularly approved and initiated into the Order."*

Now, as it is known that long before that period
"'

men of various professions" had been admitted

into the Order, and as we ind a king presiding as

Grand Master in 1502, and many noblemen, pre~

lates, and distinguished statesmen occupying the

same post, before and after that period. it is evident

that this Regulation must be construed as meaning
that the institution should throw oif from that time

its mixed operative and speculative character, and

become entirely speculative. And we arc wan

° Piumros, p. 180.
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ranted in making this conclusion by the facts of

history. _

In 1717, and very soon after, we 'rind such men as

Anderson and Dcsaguliers, who were clergymen and

philosophers, holding high positions and taking an

active part in the Order, and the Society from that

time devoted itself to tho pursuit of speculative
science, leaving the construction of cathedrals and

palaces to the operative workmen, who, as such,
were unconnected with the Order.

Now, the first eifect of this change was on the

character of the class of Apprentices. They were

no longer, as in the olden time, youths placed under

the control of Masters, to acquire the mysteries of a

trade, but they were men who had been initiated

into the first degree of a Mystic Association. The

great object of the Apprentices in the operative art

was to acquire a knowledge of that art, and being
made free by the expiration of their time of-service,
which the oldest Constitutions prescribed should be

seven years, to be promoted to the rank of Crafts;
men, when they would be entitled to receive wages,
and to have a. voice in the deliberations of the

Society.
'1'he Apprentices in the speculative science but

seldom proceeded further. The mass of the old

Society consisted of Fellows, or Fellow Crafts ; that

of the new organization was composed of Appren-
tices. The primitive Lodges were made up of

Fellow Crafts principally ; the modern ones of Ap-
prentices. Anderson, Preston, and all the old
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Charges and Constitutions will afford abundant

proofs of this fact.*

The Apprentices having thus become the main

body of the fraternity, the necessary result was,

that occupying, in this respect, the place formerly
filled by the Fellow Crafts, they assumed all the

privileges which belonged to that class. And thus

wc arrive at the fact, and the reason of thc fact, that

in 1717, at the reorganization of the Grand Lodge,
Entered Apprentices were admitted to attend the

Annual Assembly ; and we can satisfactorily appre-
ciate that clause in the thirty-ninth of the Regula
tions, adopted in 1721, which says that no new

regulation should be adopted until, at the Annual

Assembly or Grand Feast, it was offered in writing
to the perusal of all the brethren, "even gf the

youngest Entered Apprentice."
From Anderson and Preston, who are unfortu-

nately the only authorities we possess on the condi-

tion of Masonry in England in the year 1717, we

_are enabled to collect the following facts :

When the Grand Lodge was re-organized in 1717,
all the members of the four Lodges then in exist-

ence had a right to be present at all the communi-

* " At first Fellow Crafts and Master Masons could only be made in the

Gmnd Lodge, and it isso directed in the thirteenth of the Regulations of

1721. But in November. 1725. the Master and Wardens of a subordinate

Lodge, with the assistance ofa competent number of brethren, were permit-
ted toconfer the second and third degrees."-Asnmsox, second edit. p. 160.

But it will be found that as soon as the Lodges were invested with thi

power, the Apprentices began to lose the prerogative of attending the
iicucwl Assenibly.

--- 
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cations of the Grand Lodge ; but when new Lodges
were formed, this privilege was restricted to their

Masters and Wardens, though it seems that at the

Grand Feast, which took the place of the Annual

General Assembly, Fellow Crafts and Entered Ap-
prentices were still permitted to appear and express
their opinions.

The members of the four old Lodges, having Erst

secured their inherent rights by the adoption of a

resolution in the Grand Lodge that no law should

ever be passed which would infringe their°imme-

morial privileges, thought it no longer necessary
that they should attend the communications of the

Grand Lodge ; and they too, like the other Lodges,
trusted implicitly to their Masters and Wardens as

their representatives in the Grand Lodge, so that

soon after 1717, and before the year 1721, the quar-

terly communications of the Grand Lodge were

composed only of the Masters and Wardens of the

subordinate Lodges, with the Grand Master and

his oiliccrs.

But the General Assembly was still attended by
the whole of the craft, whose large numbers soon be-

gan to prove an inconvenience; for we are informed

by Anderson that in the year 1721, the number of

Lodges had so increased that the General Assembly,
requiring more room, was removed from the Goose-

and-Gridiron Ale-house to Stationers' Hall.*
' " Pnrnz, Grand Master, observing the number of Lodgu to increase,

and that the General Assembly required more mom, proposed the next

Assembly and feast to be held at Stationers' Hall, Ludgale Street."-Axnm

sox, smlrnd edit. p. 112.

IS* ,

 l__ _?_ 
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Now, the statement of these facts enables ns to

reconcile two apparent contradictions in the thirty
nine Regulations that were adopted in 1721.

The Twelfth Regulation says that the Grand

Lodge consists of the Masters and Wardens only;
and yet the Thirty-seventh provides that at the

Grand Feast the Grand Master "shall allow any

Brother, Fellow Craft, or Apprentice to speak, or

to make any motion for the good of the fraternity."
The apparent contradiction in these passages may
be now readily explained. The Twelfth Regulation
refers to the quarterly communications, where the

Masters and Wardens only were present ; the Thirty-
seventh Regulation to the General Assembly, where

all the craft were permitted to attend.

But this privilege of attending even the Annual

Communication was soon taken from the members

of the Lodges. At what precise period it is impos-
sible to say, for the student of Masonic history
finds himself repeatedly at fault,'not only from the

paucity of details and want of precision in the

authorities, but frequently from the contradictory
statements of the same authority. But we may

gather many important suggestions from the regu-
lations which were adopted at various times, while

the Grand Lodge appears to have been gradually
settling down into a permanent organization, and

which will be found in the second and subsequen
editions of the Book of Constitutions.

Thus, on the 26th of November, 1728, it was

enacted that if any officer of a Lodge could not at
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tend the meeting of the Grand Lodge, he might
send a brother of that Lodge,

" but not a mere

Entered Apprentice."* This shows that Appren-
tices, at least, were by this time disfranchised.

Again: the Thirty-ninth Regulation, adopted in

1721, had made it necessary that every amendment

to or alteration of any of the Old Regulations must

be submitted, at the Annual Assembly, to the perusal
of even the youngest Apprentice, and be approved
by a majority of all the brethren present. But on

the 25th of November, 1723, it was resolved that

any Grand Lodge has the power to amend or explain
any of the regulations; and accordingly the ex-

planation is appended to this regulation in the

second edition of the Book of Constitutions, that

new regulations may be made "°without the con-

sent of all the brethren, at the Grand Annual

Feast."1°
And iinally: on the 6th of April, 1736, a Fortieth

Regulation was adoptedhwhich explicitly declared
" that no brothers should be admitted into the

Grand Lodge but those that are the known mem-

bers thcreof, viz: the four present and all former

Grand Oliieers, the Treasurer and Sccretry, the

Masters and Wardens of all regular Lodges, the

Masters and Wardens and nine more of the Stew-

ards' Lodge, except a brother who is a petitioner
or a witnws in some case, or one called in by
motion."1

° Arun-znsos, second edition. p. 159.

1' Ibid, p. 176. 1 lbid. D- 176.
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Here is an instance of that want of precision
of which I have just complained. This new regu
lation may refer only to the quarterly communi-

cations, although that would hardly have been

necessary, as the organization of those meetings had

already been provided for, or it may refer to all

communications, both quarterly and annual. If the

latter were the case, then it is clearly a disfranchise

ment of the Fellow Crafts and Apprentices. At all

events the spirit of the regulation shows a growing
tendency in the Masons of that time to restrict mem-

bership in the Grand Lodge to the Grand Ollicers

and Masters and Wardens, and to make that body
strictly representative in its character.

We thus learn that Grand Lodges were at first

annual assemblages, at which the Masters and Fel-

lows of every Lodge were permitted to be present.
They next became quarterly, as well as annual, and

Apprentices, as well as Masters and Fellows, were

permitted to attend. And finally, none were al-

lowed to participate in the deliberations except the

Masters and Wardens of the Lodges.
Let us now inquire what, after all these vicissi-

tudes, has at length been settled upon, by general
consent, as the organization of a Grand Lodge in

the present day.
A Grand Lodge may be defined to be a congrega-

tion of the representatives of the subordinate Lodges
in a jurisdiction, with the Grand Master and Grand

Officers at their head. It properly consists of the

Grand and Deputy Grand Master, the Grand Warrl~

¢

 . __l
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ens, the Grand Chaplain# Grand Treasurer and

Grand Secretary, for the time being, with the Mas-

ters and Wardens of the subordinate Lodges.
Every Grand Lodge is competent to make regu-

lations admitting other members; and accordingly
Past Grand Officers and sometimes Past Masters are

allowed to sit as members, but these possess no such

inherent right, and must be indebted for the privi-
lege altogether to 'a local regulationxl'

,

The powers and duties of Grand Lodges will be

the subject of discussion in the following chapter.
It only remains to consider the proper mode of

organizing a Grand Lodge in a territory where no

such body has previously existed. Perfectly to un-

derstand this subject, it will be necessary to com-

mence with the first development of Masonry in any

country.
Let us suppose, then, that there is a territory of

country within whose political bounds Freemasonry
has never yet been introduced in an organized form.

There may be, and indeed for the execution of the

law which is about to be explained, there must be

an adequate number of Master Masons, but there is

no Lodge. Now, the lirst principle of Masonic law

* ln the Thirteenth Regulation of 1721, the Grand Chaplain is not men-

timed, but at that time the odice did not exist. lt is clear that alter the

establishment ofthe olliee among the Grand Otileers, he should be entitled to

all the privileges belonging to the rest of his class.

1 " Thus the privilege of membership in the Grand Lodge was extended by
A special regulation in 1724 to Past Grand Masters, in 1725 to Past Depu»
ues, and in 1727 to Pant Grand Wardens."-Annnasou, second edition

(qi. 158-159.
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to which attention is to be directed, in this condi-

tion of things, is, that any territory into which

Masonry has not been introduced in the organized
form of Lodges, is ground common to all the Ma-

sonic authorities of the world; and therefore that

it is competent for any Grand Lodge to grant a

warrant of constitution, and establish a Lodge in

such unoccupied territory, on the petition, of course,

of a requisite number of Masons. And this right
of granting warrants inures to every Grand Lodge
in the world, and may be exercised by as many as

choose to do so, as long as no Grand Lodge is

organized in the territory. So that there may he

ten or ai dozen Lodges working at the same time in

the same territory, and each one of them deriving
its legal existence from a different Grand Lodge!

In such a case, neither of the Grand Lodges who

have granted warrants acquires, by any such act,
exclusive jurisdiction over the territory, which is

still open for the admission of any other Grand

Lodge, with a similar power of granting warrants.

The jurisdiction exercised in this condition ol' Ma~

sonry by the diierent Grand Lodges, is not over

the territory, but over the Lodge or Lodges which

each of them has established.

But afterwards these subordinate Lodges may
desire to organize a Grand Lodge, and they are

competent to do so, under certain restrictions.

* " Thus, at the time ofthe organization of the Grand Lodge of Cnlifomia

in 1850, there were tive Lodges in that State working under the authority uf

the Grand Lodges of the District of Columbia, Connecticut, llissouri, New

Jersey and louisiana."- Trans. G. L. California, p. 12.

'

-_. ___
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In the first place, it is essential that not less than

three Lodges shall unite in forming a Grand Lodge.
Dermott, without any other authority that I can

discover than his own ipse dvixit, says that not less

than _/ive Lodges must concur in the formation of a

Grand Lodge,* and Dr. Dalcho, who was originally
an "ancient York Mason," repeats the doctrine ;i'
but if this be the true state of the law, then

the Grand Lodge of England, which was organized
in 1717, with the concurrence of only four Lodges,
must have been irregular.I The fact is that there

is no ancient regulation on the subject; but the

necessity of three Lodges concurring is derived

from the well known principle of the civil law that

a college or corporate body must consist of three

persons at least.§ Two Lodges could not unite in

a Masonic college or convention, nor form that cor~

porate body known as a Grand Lodge. But not

more than three are necessary, and accordingly the

Grand Lodge of Texas, which was established in

1837, by three Lodges, was at once recognized as

regular and legal by all the Grand Lodges of the

United States and other countries.

* Ahiman Rcun, p.xiii. third edit. 1 Ihtd, p. 154, edit. 1822.

1 The Gmnd Lodge of Ohio was organized in 1808 by only four Lodges,
and some doubt was expressed at the time by the members ofthe regularity
of the organization. A committee was appointed to investigate the question,
of which Bro. Lewis Casa-since distinguished for his investigations in another

lield-was the chairman. The committee reported the example of the Grand

Lodge of England as a precedent, and the organimtion was consummated.

It ls strange that any doubt should have been entertained on the subject, as

the only authority for tive Lodges which at that time could have been quoted
was the spurious one of Derrnott.

Q Tres titciunt collcgium.

i.,-.___
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As soon as the new Grand Lodge is organized,
it will grant warrants to the Lodges which formed

it, to take etfect upon their surrendering the war~

rants under which they originally acted to the

Grand Lodges, from which they had derived them

There is no regulation prescribing the precise time

at which these warrants are to be surrendered ; but

it seems reasonable to suppose that they could not

smrcnder them before the new Grand Lodge is

organized, because the surrender of a warrant is the

extinction of a Lodge, and the Lodges must pre-
serve their vitality to give them power to organize
the new authority.

The Grand Lodge thus formed, by the union of

not less than three Lodges in convention, at once

assumes all the prerogatives of a Grand Lodge, and

acquires exclusive Masonic jurisdiction over the

territory within whose geographical limits it has

been constituted. No Lodge can continue to exist,
or be subsequently established in the territory, ex-

cept under its authority; and all other Grand

Lodges are precluded from exercising any Masonic

authority within the said territory.
These are all principles of Masonic law which

seem to be admitted by universal consent, and sanc-

tioned by constant usage in such organizations.
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the ilatnzrs at a Grant lout.

_ A GRAND Lodge is the supreme Masonic authority
of the jurisdiction in which it is situated, and faith~

ful allegiance and implicit obedience is due to it

from all the Lodges and Masons residing therein.

Its functions and prerogatives are therefore of the

most extensive and important nature, and should be

carefully investigated by every Mason who desires

to become acquainted, not only with his duties to

the Order, but with his own rights and privileges
in it.

_

The functions of a. Grand Lodge are usually
divided into three classes. They are-

1. LEGISLATIVE;
2. JUDICIAL;
3. EX`ECUTIVE.

In its legislative capacity, a Grancl Lodge makes

the laws; in its judicial, it explains and applies
them ; and in its executive, it enforces them. Each

of these functions will require a distinct section for

its consideration.
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SECTION I.

rm: LEGISLATIVE row!-:ns or A cnnxn Lopez.

The Old York Constitutions of 926 declare that

the General Assembly or Grand Lodge shall con-

sist of Masters and Fellows, Lords, Knights and

Squires, Mayor and Sheriff, to make new laws and

to eonjirm olrl ones, when necessary."*
The Regulations of 1721, enlarging on this defi-

nition, assert that "every Annual Grand Lodge has

an inherent power and authority to make new regu-

lations, or to alter these, for the real benefit of this

ancient fraternity, provided always that the old

Landmarks be carefully preserved/'+
Both of these Regulations, it will be seen, acknow-

ledge, in unmistakable terms, that the lawunaking
power is vested in the Grand Lodge. But the lat-

ter one couples this prerogative with a qualification
of so important a nature that it should be constantly
borne in mind, when we are speaking of the legis~
lative function of Grand Lodges. Although the

Grand Lodge may make laws, these laws must

never contravene the Landmarks; for the whole

power of the Grand Lodge, great as it is, is not

sudicient to subvert a Landmark. If Jnpiter is the

supreme governor, yet he must yield to the Fates.

for they are greater than he. .

'l'he legislative powers of the Grand Lodge are

therefore limited only by the Landmarks, and he-

yond these it can never pass.

u

' See anle p. 16. 1' Anmmsox, lirst edit. p. 70, ard; p. 79.
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In June, 1723 an attempt was made to remove

thus restl letlon, and a regulation was adopted whxeh

asserted that '
lt xs not 111 the power of anv man or

body of men to make any alteratxon or lnnovatmon

ln the body of Masonrv, wz/hout the consent fast ob-

taznfa of the Gzand Lodge * wlnch clearly llllll

mates 'hat with such consent an lnnovatlon mlght
be made But at the very next commumcatxon, ln

November of the same year the Grand Lodffe re-

turned to the old conservfntxve prmexple that '

any
Grand Long duly met has a power to amend or

explam any of the prlnted re' ulatxons ln the Book

of Constntutlons whale they break not m upon the

anment rules of the miermly "T
Tlus prerogatnve to make new refrulatnons, or to

amend the old ones, has been therefore exerclsed

smce the enactment of those of 1421 mth the re

strxetlon of not touclnng the Landmarks not only
by the Grand Lodve oi England but by all the

other Grand Lodffes wlneh have slnce emanated

from that body, dlrectly or xndlrectly ,
for It is ad

mxtted that all the funetlons and powers that were

possessed by the orlfrmal Grand Lodge have de

scended to every other Grand Lodge that has been

subsequently mstltuted, so far as the Jurxsdletxon of

eath xs comenned

But tlns law makmg power IS of course restramed

'vxthm cent-m n hmlts by those fixed rules of leg1=;
latwe pohev Wlllch are famlhal to ew erv _]lll1Sl1

1 ln the fhst place, a Grand Lodge can m'lc nn

' Asnmmorz seccnded| p.l75 ~|> Ihad p 1 .>
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regulation which is in violation of or contradictory
to any one of the well settled Landmarks ofthe

Order. Thus, were a Grand Lodge, by a new regu-

lation, to abolish the oilice of Grand Master, such

legislation would be null and void, and no Mason

would be bound to obey it ; for nothing in the

whole Masonic system is more undoubtcd than the

Landmark which requires the institution to be pre-
sided over by such an oliicer. And hence this doe-

trine of the supremacy of the Landmarks has been

clearly admitted in the very article whicli asserts

for Grand Lodges the power of making new

regulations.
2. The legislation of every Grand Lodge must he

prospective, and notretrospeetive in its action. To

make an ca: post facto law, would be to violate the

principles ofjustiee which lie at the very foundation

of the system.* It was a maxim of the Roman law

that "no one could change his mind to the injury
of anothcr,"'l' which maxim, says Mr. Broom, "has

by the civilians been speeiically applied as a re-

striction upon the law~giver, who was thus forbid-

den to change his mind to the prejudice ol' a vested

right."¢
' " Every statute which takes away or impairs a vested right ncquired

under existing laws, or creates n new obligation, imposes n new duty, or ab

taches a new disability, in respect of transactions or umsidenitions already
past, may be deemed nctrmpertive in its operation, and opimod to thme

p|'ina:ipl<~s m'juri~prudence which have been universally recognized as n¢=und.'

-Baoox, I/~g. Mar. p. 28.

1' " Nemo potest mutate consillum snum ln alt: rlus injuriam."
1 Leg. Max. p. 29.
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3. A Grand Lodge cannot permanently alter or

xepeal any one of its by-laws or regulations, except
in the mode which it has itself provided; for it is

a maxim of the law that the same means are neces-

sary to dissolve as to create an obligation."* Thus,
if it is a part of the by-laws of a Grand Lodge that

no amendment to them can be adopted unless it be

read on two separate days, and then passed by a

vote of two-thirds, it is not competent for such a

Grand Lodge to make an amendment to its by-laws
at one reading, and by merely a majority of votes.

But it has been held that a Grand Lodge may

temporarily suspend the action of any one oi' its by-
laws by an unanimous vote, without being compelled
to pass it through a second reading. Thus, if the

bylaws of a Grand Lodge require that a certain

ollicer shall be elected by ballot, it may, by unani~

mous consent, resolve to elect, in a particular in-

stance, by a show of hands. But after such election,
the original by-law will be restored, and the next

election must be gone through by ballot, unless by
unanimous consent it is again suspended.

4. A Grand Lodge has the power of 'making by-
laws for its subordinates; for the by-laws of every

Lodge are a part of the Regulations of Masonry, and

it is the prerogative of a Grand Lodge alone to

make new regulations. Yet, for the sake of con-

venience, a. Grand Lodge will, and most Grand

Lodges do, delegate to their subordinates the duty
of proposing by-laws for their own government;
' " Eodem modo quo quid constitultur. eodem modo dissolvitur."-Con.
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but these by-laws must be approved and confirmed

by the Grand Lodge before they become permanent
regulations. And a Grand Lodge may at any time

abrogate the by~laws, or any part of them, or of any
one or all of its subordinates ; for, as the power of

proposing by-laws is not an inherent prerogative in

the Lodges, but one delegated by the Grand Lodge,
it may at any time be withdrawn or revoked, and a

Grand Lodge may establish a uniform code of by-
laws for the government of its subordinates.

It is from the fact that a Lodge only proposes its

by~laws, which the Grand Lodge enaets, that the

principle arises that the Lodge cannot suspend any
one of its by-laws, even with unanimous consent, for

here the maxim of law already cited applies, and the

same method must be adopted in abolishing as in

creating an obligation. That is to say, the by~law
having been enacted by the Grand Lodge, that body
alone can suspend its operation.

5. But the most important prerogative that a

Grand Lodge can exercise in its legislative capacity
is that of granting warrants of constitution for the

establishment of subordinate Lodges. Important,
however, as is this prerogative, it is not an inherent

one, possessed by the Grand Lodge from time im-

memorial, but is the result of a concession granted
by the Lodges in the year 1717 ; for formerly, as I

have already shown, all Masons enjoyed the right
of meeting in Lodges without the necessity of a

warrant, and it was not until the reorganization
of the Grand Lodge, in the beginning of the last
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century,tthat this right was siurendered. Preston

gives the important Regulation which was adopted
in 1717, in which it is declared that warrants must

DB granted by the Grand Master,
" with the consent

and approbation of the Grand Lodge in communi-

cation."* Anderson does not give this Regulation,
nor will anything be found in the Regulations which

were approved in 1721, respecting the necessity of

the consent and approbation of the Grand Lodge.
On the contrary, the whole tenor of those Regula-
tions appears to vest the right of granting war-

rants in the Grand Master cxclusivclyfl and the

modern Constitutions of the Grand Lodge of Eng-
land are to the same eH`ect.1 But in this country it

' An this Regulation is an important one, I give it in the exact words of

Pnzsrroxz "That the privilege of assembling as Masons, which had been

hitherto unlimited, should be vested in certain lndges or Assemblies of

llasons, convened in certain places; and that every Lodge to be hereafter

convened, except the four old Lodges at this time existing, should be legally
authorized to act by a warrant from the Gmnd Muster for the time being,
granted to certain individuals by petition, with the consent and approbation
of the Grand Lodge in communication; and that without such warrant no

Lodge should be hereafter deemed regular or constitutional."-1'azs1~or|,
p. 182, 0r.|van.'s edit.

1' Thus: " They must obtain the Grand Mastefs warrant to join in form-

ing a new Lodge."-Reg. viii. " If any set or number of Masons shall take

upon themselves to fonn a Lodge, without the Grand lI:ufter's warrant," rite.

--Reg. ix. " And this I/idge being thus completely constituted, shall bo

registered in the Grand Maul/er`s book, and by his order notitied to the other

Lodges."-Axnrcnsox, first edit. p. 72.

1
"

Every application for a warrant to hold a new Lodge must be hy peti-
tion tn tho Gnurd Mmterf- Const. qf G. L.Q/'EngIam1, 18-17, p. 122. In

the third and subsequent editiom ofthe Book of Constitutions, we tind an im-

portant paragraph. which shown that in 1741, the right nl' granting warrants

was exprexwly admitted to he the excln-iive prerogative of Grand Masters.

In that year
" lt was ahio ordered that nonew Lodge for the future should be

comtituted within the hills of mortality, without the consent of the brethren
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has been the universal usage to restrict the power
of the Grand Master to the granting of temporary
dispensations, while the prerogative of granting
permanent warrants is exclusively vested, in the

Grand Lodge.
6. Coineident with this prerogative of granting

warrants is that of revoking them. But as this

prerogative should only_be exercised for cause

shown, and after some process of trial, it appears to

me that it will be more appropriately discussed

when we come to the consideration of the judicial
functions of a Grand Lodge.

7. The taxing power is another prerogative of a

Grand Lodge. Every Grand Lodge has the right
to impose a tax on its subordinate Lodges, or on all

the atiiliatcd Masons living within its jurisdiction.
The tax upon individual Masons is, hoivever, gene-

rally indirect. '1`hus, the Grand Lodge requires a.

certain contribution or subsidy from each of its

subordinates, the amount of which is always in pro-

portion to the number of its members and the ex-

tent of its work, and the Lodges make up this

contribution by imposing a. tax upon their members.

It is very rarely that a Grand Lodge resorts to a.

direct tax upon the Masons of its jurisdiction. At

present I recollect but two instances in which such

nssembled in quarterly communication be Hrs! obtained tin' that purpose.

But this order afterwards appearing to he an irifringenufnl on the preroga-
tive of the Grand Mader, and to be attended with many inconveniences

and with dnnnge to the cram, was repealed."--Book of 0on.-l.edit. 1769.

p. 247. This record throws a reasonable doubt on the authenticity of the

regulation quoted by Preston.



A GRAND LODGE. 433

a right has been exercised, namely, by the Grand

Lodges of Louisiana and Arkansas. In the former

instance, as there appeared to be some opposition to

the doctrine, the Grand Lodge in 1855 adopted a

resolution, in which it declared that it did not

"assert its power to`tax unconditionally, or for ex-

traordinary purposes, the constituent Lodges."
I am at some loss to understand the distinct mean-

ing of this proposition ; but if it is intended to deny
the prerogative of the Grand Lodge to levy any
kind or amount of tax that it deems expedient on

either the subordinate Lodges or their individual

members, I am compelled to refuse my assent to

such a. proposition. That the power to impose
taxes is a prerogative of every sovereignty is a doe-

trine which it would be an act of supererogation to

defend, for no political economist has ever doubted

it.'l' The only qualification which it admits is, that

the persons taxed should be entitled to a voice, di-

rectly or indirectly, in the imposition ; for taxation

without representation is universally admitted to

be one of the most odious forms of tyranny. But

as a Grand Lodge, as the supreme Masonic author-

ity in every jurisdiction, is invested with all the

attributes of sovereignty,.and is besides a repre
sentative body, it follows that the unconditional

power of taxation must reside in it as one of the

prerogatives of its sovereignty. And if the par

' ProoeedingsoftheG.L.ofLouisiana,1S55.|~80.

1' " Tues," nays Crcrzuo, "
are the sincws of the State." Vldigalia

lervi sun! reipublivaz.

19
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ticular species or amount of taxation is deemed op-

pressive or even inexpedient, it is easy for the

subordinate Lodges, by the exercise of the power
of instruction which they possess, to amend or alto-

gether to remove the objectionable imposition.
But the question assumes a dilfcreut aspect when

it relates to the taxation of unalliliated Masons. I

am compelled, after a mature consideration of the

subject, to believe that the levying of a tax upon
unatiiliated Masons is contrary to the spirit of the

institution, the principles of justice, and the dic-

tates ot` expediency. It is contrary to the spirit of

our institution : Masonry is a voluntary association,
and no man should be compelled to remain in it a

moment longer than he feels the wish to do so.* It

is contrary to the principles of justice, for taxation

should always be contingent upon representation ;
but an unaliiliated is not represented in the body
which imposes the tax. And lastly, it is contrary
to the dictates of expediency, for a tax upon such

Masons would be a tacit permission and almost an

encouragement of the practice of non-alliliation. It

may be said that it is a penalty inllieted for an

oB`enee ; but in reality it would be considered, like
the taxes of the Roman ehancery, simply as the cost

of a license for the perpetration of a crime. If a

Mason refuses, by aftiliation and the payment of

* "We reeognim fully the doctrine laid down in the Ancient Constitutions,
'that it is the duty of every Mason to belong to some regular Lodge] But

as hh entrance into the fratcmityh of his own free will and accord,so
should be the performance of this and every other laconic duty."- -.Special
Cum. ll. I.. Q' Ohio. 1854. See Proc. imm 1848 tn 1957, p. 384
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dues to a Lodge, to support the institution, let him,
after due trial, be punished, by deprivation of all

his Masonic privileges, by suspension or expulsion ;

but no Grand Lodge should, by the imposition of a

tax, remove from non-aliiliation its character of a

Masonic offence. The notion would not for a

moment be entertained of imposing a tax on all

Masons who lived in violation of their obligations ;

and I can see no difference between the collection

of a tax for non-aililiation and that for habitual in-

temperance, except in the diiference of grade be-

tween the two offences. The principle is precisely
the same.

SECTION II.

'ras Jumcm. row:-:ns or A GRAND LODGE.

In the exercise of its judicial functions, a Grand

Lodge becomes the interpreter and administrator

of the laws which it had enacted in its legislative
capacity. The judicial powers of a Grand Lodge,
according to the Old Constitutions, are both origi
nal and appellate, although it more frequently exer-

cises the prerogative and duties of an appellate than

of an original jurisdiction.
In England, at this day, all cases of expulsion

must be tried under the original jurisdiction of thc

Grand Lodge, for' there no private Lodge can inflict

this penalty upon any one of its members ;* but in

' " In the Grand Lodge alone resides the power of erasing Lodges, and

expelling brethren from the craft, n power which it ought not to delegate lc

any subordinate authority in England."-6bmL 0. L. of Eng. 1847.
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this country constant usage, which, according to

Sir Edward Coke, is the best interpreter of the

laws,* has conferred the power of expulsion upon
the subordinate Lodges, and hence such cases scl-

dom come before the Grand Lodge, except in the

way of appeal, when, of course, it exercises its appel-
late jurisdiction, and may amend or wholly set aside

the sentence of its subordinate. Still,this must be

viewed as only a tacit or implied concession, unless,
as sometimes is the case, a Grand Lodge in express
terms divests itself of original jurisdiction, which,
of course, under the authority to make new regula-
tions, it may.

But the general spirit of the ancient law is,
that the Grand Lodge may at all times exer-

cise original jurisdiction. And hence, where a

Grand Lodge has not, by special enactment, di-

vested itself of the prerogative of original jurisdic-
tion, it may, by its own process, proceed to the

trial and punishment of any Mason living within

its jurisdiction. This course, however, although
strictly in accordance with the Ancient Constitn

tions, is not usual, nor would it be generally expe

dient, and hence some Grand Lodges have specially
confined their judicial prerogatives to an appellate
jurisdiction, and require the inception of every
trial to take place in a subordinate Lodge.

But I know of no matter in which a Grand Lodge
may not, according to the ancient law and custom,
exercise an original jurisdiction; for, although a

' " Consuetudo oat optimus interpres legum."



A GRAND LODGE. 437

Grand Lodge in this country will, by tacit consent.

and sometimes by explicit enactment,* permit a

subordinate Lodge to exercise judicial powers, and

will allow its judgment to stand, unless there be an

appeal from it, yet, if the original jurisdiction was

assumed by the subordinate, only by this tacit con-

sent, and not, as in the case of Ohio, by express

grant, then the original jurisdiction continues to be

vested in the Gland Lodge, and may at any time be

resumed. For there is no fact in the history of

Masonic jurisprudence more certain than that the

General Assembly or Grand Lodge always in ancient

times exercised an original jiuisdiction and super-
vision over the whole craft.1' Hence offences were

formerly always tried in that body; and it is only
since the re-organization in 1717, that the Grand

Lodge has neglected to exercise its prerogative 0
`

original jurisdiction, and for the purposes of eon~

venienee, perhaps, permitted the subordinate Lodges
to try olfenees, restricting itself in general to an

* Ohio, for instance, gives the powerof discipline to its subordinates,and
reserves to the Grand Lodge only appellate jurisdiction.-Const. Peg. xxii.

But New York, while granting this power of discipline to its subordinates,
dom not divest ltaelfol the prerogmve to exercise original jurisdiction.-
Qmsl. § 12.

1' Thus the old York Constitutions of 926 (point 10) nay:
" If a Mason

live smim or slander li brother, so as to bring the cmlt to shame, he shall

have no further maintenance among the brethren, but shall be summoned to

the next Grand Lodge, and if he refuse to appear,he shall be expelled ;"
and in 'Le Ancient Charges at Makings, it ls provided that "

every Muster

and Fellow shall come to the Assembly, (that is, the General Assembly, as is

evident from the wntext,) if it be within My miles of him, if he have any

warning, and if he have trespassed against the crall, to abide the award of

Masters and I~'ellovrs."
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appellate revision of the case.* But although, under

ordinary circumstances, it is a maxim of law that

rights are forfeited by non~user, yet such maxim

cannot apply to the Grand Lodge, which, as a sove-

reign body, can have none of its rights barred by
lapse of time,1' and may therefore at any time re-

sume its original jurisdiction.
But in matters of dispute between two Lodges,

and in the case of charges against the Master of a

Lodge, the Grand Lodge is obliged to exercise ori-

ginal jurisdiction; for there is no other tribunal

which is competent to try such cases.

In the exercise of its judicial functions, the Grand

Lodge may proceed either in its General Assembly
or by committee, whose report will be acted on by
the Grand Lodge. But the form of trial will be

the subject ol' future consideration in a subsequent
part of this work.

'1`hc Grand Lodge may, in the ease of an appeal,
amend the sentence of its subordinate, by either a

diminution or increase of the punishment, or it may

wholly reverse it, or it may send the case back for

' The Charges which were approved in 1722 say, that " lfabrother do

you an iniury,apply tlrst to your own or his Lodge; and ifyou ue not satis-

lied, you may appeal to the Grand Lodge." But this does not preclude the

Grand Lodge from instituting an inquiry itself into the conduct of any
brother ; and the records from 1717 onwards give several instances where

the (lrnud Lodge did exercise original jurisdiction," in the case of " certain

brethren suspected of being concemed in an irregular making of l|L~ons."
which was tried in l789, and in that of Bro. Scott, tried in 1766.-See Book

Qf Oonsl. fourth edit. pp. 228 and 305.

1' The nmxim ofthe haw that " nullum tcmpus occurrit regi" applies to the

Grand lodge as the sovereign of llmonry.
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trial. And in any one of these events, its decision

is final; for there is no higher body in Masonry
who can entertain an appeal from the decision of a

Grand Lodge.
Among the important prerogatives exercised by

a Grand Lodge in its judicial capacity, is that of

revoking warrants of constitution. Although, as I

have already shown, there is a discrepancy between

the present American practice, which vests the

granting of warrants in Grand Lodges, and the old

Constitutions, which gave the power to Grand Mas-

ters, there is no doubt that the Grand Lodge has

constantly exercised the prerogative of revoking
warrants from the year 1742, when the first mention

is made of such action, until the present day. But

all the precedents go to show that no such revoca-

tion has ever been made except upon cause shown,
and after due summons and inquiry. The arbitrary
revocation of a warrant would be an act of oppres-
sion and injustice, contrary to the whole spirit of the

Masonic institution.

SECTION IIL

'ras zxncurrvn rownas or A Gunn Loncn.

In the exercise of its executive functions, the

Grand Lodge carries its laws into effect, and sees

that 'they are duly enforced. But as a Grand Lodge
is in session only during a few days of the year, it is

necessary that these functions should be exercised

for it, by some one acting as its agent ; and hence,
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to use the language of the Grand Lodge of New

York,
" all the executive powers of a Grand Lodge,

when not in session, are reposed in its Grand

Master."*

The Grand Master is therefore, in this discharge
of executive powers, the representative of the Grand

Lodge. That body having first, in its legislative
capacity, made the law, and then, in its judicial
capacity, having applied it to a particular case,

xinally, in its executive capacity, enforces its de-

cision through the agency of its presiding ohicer.

The Grand Master cannot make laws nor adminis-

ter them, for these are the prerogatives of the

Grand Lodge; but he may enforce them, because

this is a power that has been delegated to him.

The conferring of degrees is an interesting and

important exercise of the executive functions of A

Grand Lodge, which is entitled to careful considera-

tion. The question to be discussed is this: Has e

Grand Lodge the power to confer the degrees of

Masonry on a candidate? In the years 1851 and

1852, this question was the subject of controversy
between the Grand Lodges of Wisconsin, Florida

and Iowa-the two former claiming, and the latter

denying the right. Let ns endeavor to come to a

right conclusion on this subject by a careful ex

amination of the ancient laws and usages.
The earliest written Constitutions that we have--

those of York in 926-show, without doubt, that

Apprentices were at that time made by their own

" Donut. G. L. of New York, {~ 10.
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Masters. The law is not so clear as to where Fel-

low Crafts were made, and we are obliged to resign
all hope of finding any reference to the making of

Master Masons, as all the old Constitutions previous
to 1721 are silent on this subject. Either the de-

gree did not then exist, as we now have it, or this

was clearly a casus omissus.

The Constitutions of Edward HI., in the fo1u'-

teenth century, are equally uncertain; but in the

third article is a. phrase which seems to admit that

Fellow Crafts might be made in a subordinate

Lodge, for it is said that when a Lodge meets, the

Sherif, the Mayor, or the Alderman " should be

made Fellow, or sociate to the Master." If the ex-

pression
" made Fellow" is here to be interpreted in

its Masonic meaning, then there can be no doubt

that a Lodge might at that time confer the second

degree ; and I suppose, by analogy, the third. But

of the correctness of this interpretation thcrc may
be a reasonable doubt, and if so, these Constitutions

give us no light on the subject.
By the middle of the seventeenth century, we be-

gin to find some definite authority, both in private
records and in Constitutions. Elias Ashmole, the

celebrated antiquary, tells us in his diary that he

was made a Freemason on the 16th October, 1646,
at Warrington, in Lancashire, "

by Mr. Richard

Penket, the Warden and the Fellow Crafts." Tl is,
then, was evidently in a subordinate Lodge. And

in the Regulations adopted by the General Assembly
in 1663. it is expressly stated that "no person, of
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what degree soevcr, be made or accepted a Free-

mason, unless in a regular Lodge, whereof one to

be a Master or a Warden in that limit or division

where such Lodge is kept, and another to be a

craftsman in the trade of Freemasonry/'*
Still later, about the year 1683, we find it stated

in "The Ancient Charges at Makings" "that no

Master nor Fellow take no allowance to be made

Mason without the assistance of his Fellows, at least

six or seven."T
Preston also furnishes us with authority on this

subject, and tells us that previous to the beginning
of the eighteenth century, a sutiicient number of

brethren might meet together without warrant
make Masons, and practise the rites of Masonry.I

But in 1722, a Regulation was adopted by' the

Grand Lodge of England, which declared that

Entered Apprentices must be admitted Fellow

Crafts and Masters only in the Grand Lodge, unless

by a dispensation from the Grand Master.§
This Regulation continued in force, however, only

for three years; for, in November, 1725, it was

enacted that " the Master of a Lodge, with his

Wardens and a competent number of the Lodge,
assembled in due form, can make Masters and Fel-

lows at discretion."|| And ever since, the subordi

° See ante p. 49. 1 Pnzsrox, p. 182,note.

f see me p. 51. § n¢g.<>r1122,Na xii;

|| See Annsnson, second edit. p. 160. The massm isaasigncd in tbethird

edition of the Book of Constitutions for this almost immediate repeal nf the

law, namely, that " it was attended with many inconveniences."-See third

edit. p. 280
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nate Lodges have continued to confer all the de-

grees, while the records do not give a. single instance

of their being conferred, subsequent to that date, in

the Grand Lodge.*
The facts, then, in relation to this subject appear

to be briefly as follows: that as far back as ve can

trace by written records, the subordinate Lodges
were authorized to confer all the degrees; that in

1722, or perhaps a year or two sooner,'t this power,
so far as the second and third degrees were con-

cerned, was taken from the Lodges and deposited
in the Grand Lodge; that in 1725, this change
being found to be productive of inconvenience, the

old system was restored, and the Lodges were again
permitted to confer all the degrees.

I cannot doubt, from this statement of facts, that

the attempt on the part of the Grand Lodge in

1722 to deprive the Lodges of their right to confer

all the degrees, was a violation of an ancient Land-

mark, and I am inclined to attribute its speedy re-

peal as much to a conviction of this fact as to the

acknowledged reason of its inconvenience.

But while I contend that all regular Lodges have

an inherent right to enter, pass and raise Free

masons, of which no Grand Lodge can deprive them,

* The instances quoted ofthe initiation ofthe Duke ofLorraine. the Prince

of Wales, and A few others, were not examples of the degrees being confer

red in n Grand Lodge, but of Masons made " at sight" by the Grand Master

ln " occasional Lodges."

1 There is | record that the degrees were conferred in the Grand Lodge
by Payne, Grand Master, on the 24th June, 1721 ; but we Rnd no subsequent
'ecard to the same edecf.
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except by forfeiture of warrant, I cannot deny the

same prerogative to a Grand Lodge; for I cannot

sec how an assemblage of Masons, eongregated in

their supreme capacity, can have less authority to

transact all the business of Masonry than an in-

ferior and subordinate body.
But I am equally convinced that the exercise of

this prerogative by a Grand Lodge is, under almost

all circumstances that I can conceive, most inexpe~
dient, and that the custom of conferring degrees
should be, as a matter of policy, confined to the

subordinate Lodges.
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tht Qttlnrs at a Grant lout.

THE otiicers of a Grand Lodge, if we look to

their ritual importance, are either Essential 01'..4(`C'i°
dental. The Essential Oiiicers are the Grand Mas-

ter, the Grand Wardens, the Graud_ Treasurer, the

Grand Secretary, and the Grand Tiler. All other

officers are accidental, and most of them the result

of comparatively recent Regulations.
But they are more usually divided into Grand

and Subordinate Officers.

The Grand Otiicers are the Grand and Deputy
Grand Masters, the Grand Wardens, Grand Treasu-

rer, Grand Secretary and Grand Chaplain. To

these, in many jurisdictions, has been added the oHice

of Grand Lecturer.
A

The Subordinate Ollicers are the Grand Deacons,
Grand Marshal,`Grand Pursuivant, Grand Sword

Bearer, Grand Stewards and Grand Tiler.

Committees of Foreign Correspondence, from

their importance, seem also to be entitled to a place
in the consideration of the otiicers of a Grand Lodge.

The examination of the duties and prerogatives
of each of these oiiicers will claim a distinct section

of the present chapter.
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SECTION I.

'rua GRAND MASTER.

The office of Grand Master is one of such anti-

quity as to be coeval with the very origin of the

institution, whether we look at that origin in a tra-

ditional or in an historical point of view. There

never has been a. time in which the Order has not

been governed by a chief presiding oiiieer under

this name.

From this fact we derive the important principle
that the oflice of Grand Master is independent of

the Grand Lodge, and that all his prerogatives and

duties, so far as they are connected generally with

the craft, are inherent in the oiiice, and not derived

from, nor amenable to, any modern Constitutions.

The whole records of our written and traditional

history show, that Grand Masters have repeatedly
existed without a Grand Lodge, but never a Grand

Lodge without a Grand Master. And this is be-

cause the connection of the Grand Master is essen-

tially with the craft at large, and only incidentally
with the Grand Lodge. He is neither elected, in-

stalled, nor saluted as the "Grand Master of the

Grand Lodge," but as the " Grand Master of

Masons ;"T and if the institution, so far as relates to

I'

* " The claim that the Grand Master is the creature of the Grand Lodge
ls contrary to recorded history, and to every tradition on this subject that is

wntnined in the arcana of Masonry."-(bm. qfFor. Oorresp. 0. L. qfltf
Y., 1854, p. 107.

1' Thus,in l724,welInd it recorded that " Brother DA|.n|'rn stood up.and
bovrlngtothc assembly. thanked them for the honor he had of being thei:
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its present organization, was again to be resolved

into the condition which it occupied previous to

the year 1717, and the Grand Lodge were to be

abolished, in consequence of the resumption by the

subordinate Lodges of their original prerogatives,
the office of Grand Master would be unaffected by
such revolution, and that ofiicer would still remain

in possession of all his powers, because his otlice is

inseparable from the existence of the fraternity,
and he would be»annually elected as formerly, by
the craft in their " General Assembly." In accord-

ance with these views, we find Anderson recording
that in the year 926, at the city ot' York, Prince

Edwin, as Grand Master, summoned the craft, who

then "

composed a Grand Lodge, of which he was

the Grand Master." The Grand Lodge did not

constitute him as their Grand Master, for the ap-

pointment of Grand Master, according to the record,
preceded the organization of the Grand Lodge.

Again: both Anderson and Preston show us a

long list of Grand Masters who were not even

elected by the Grand Lodge, but held their appoint-
ment from the King. In 1663,a Regulation was

adopted, declaring
" that, for the future, the frater-

nity of Freemasons shall be regulated and governed
by one Grand Master, and as mahy Wardens as the

said society shall think fit to appoint at every an-

nual General Assembly," which Assembly, it must

Grand Master, and then proclaimed aloud the most noble Prince and our

Brother, Charles Lennox, Duke of Richmond and Lennox, Gunn lhsr 

or Knous!" and soon thmughoutthe Book otconstitntions.
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be rccollectczl, was not, as now, a Grand Lodge,
consisting of the representatives of Lodges, but a

mass meeting of all the members of the craft.

Again: an attentive perusal of the history of the

prcsentorganization of Grand Lodges on St. John

the Baptist's day, 1717, will show that the craft

first, in General Assembly, elected their Grand

Master, who then appointed his Wardens, and estab-

lished a. Grand Lodge, by summoning the Masters

and Wardens of the Lodges to meet him in quar-

terly communication. In short, everything of an

authentic natu°e in the history of Masonry shows

that the Grand Master is the ollicer and the organ
of the craft in general, and not of the Grand Lodge,
and that although for purposes of convenience, the

fraternity have, for the last one hundred and thirty-
five years, conceded to their Masters and Wardens

in Grand Lodge convened the privilege of electing
him for them, such concession does not impair his

rights, nor destroy the intimate and immediate con-

nection which exists between him and the craft at
large, to whom alone he can be said to have any

rightful responsibility.
All of this very clearly shows-and this is, I

think, the general opinion of Masonic j1u°ists-that,
with the exception of a few unimportant powers,
conferred for local purposes, by various Grand

Lodges, and which necessarily diB`er in different

jurisdictions, every prerogative exercised by a

Grand Master is an inherent one-that is to say,
not created by any special statute of the Grand
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Lodge, but the result and the concomitant of his

high otiice, whose duties and prerogatives existed

long before the organization of Grand Lodges.
The responsibility of the Grand Master presents

itself as the next important question. Invested
with these high ani inalienable functions, to whom

is he responsible fer their faithful discharge, and by
whom and how is he to be punished for his oiiicial

misdemeanors? These are important and diliieult
questions, which have occupied the attention and

divided the opinions of the most eminent Masonic

jurists.
'lt is not to be doubted that the Grand Master is

not an irresponsible oilicer. To deny this broad

principle would be to destroy the very foundations

on which the whole system of Masonic legislation is

built. Democratic as it is in its tendencies, and

giving to every member a voice in the government
of the institution, it has always sustained the great
doctrine of responsibility as the conservative ele-

ment in its system of polity. The individual- Mason

is governed by his Lodge; the Master is controlled

by the Grand Lodge ; the Grand Lodge is restrained

by the ancient Landmarks : and if the Grand Mas-

ter were not also responsible to some superior
power, he alone would be the exception to that

perfect adjustment of balances which pervades and

directs the whole machinery of Masonic govern-
ment.

_

The theory on this subject appears to me to be,
that the Grand Master is responsible to the craft
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for the faithful performance of the duties of his

odice. I can entertain no doubt that originally it

was competent for any General Assembly to enter~

tain jurisdiction over the Grand Master, because,
until the year 1717, the General Assembly was the

whole body of the craft, and as such, was the

only body possessing general judicial powers in

the Order; and if he was not responsible to it,
thcnlhe must of necessity have been altogether
without responsibility; and this would have made

the government of the institution despotic, which

is directly contrary to the true features of its

policy(
`

How this jurisdiction of the craft in their General

Assembly was to be exercised over the Grand Mas-

ter, we have no means of determining, since the

records of the Order furnish us with no precedent.
But we may suppose that in the beginning, when

Grand Masters were appointed by the reigning
monarch, that jurisdiction, if necessary, would have

been exercised by way of petition or remonstrance

to the king, and this view is supported by the

phraseology of the Constitutions of 926, which say,
that "in all ages to come, the existing General

Assembly shall petition the king to confer his sanc-

tion on their proceedings."
As the power of deposition or other punishment

was vested, in those early days, in the reigning
monarch, because he was the appointer of the Grand

Master, it follows, by a parity of reasoning, that

when the appointment was bestowed upon the
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General Assembly the power of pumshmeut was

vested 1n that body also

But ln the course of trme the General Assembly
of the craft gave way to the Grand Lodge, wlnch IS

not a congregation of the craft m thelr prxmary

capacxtw but a cougregatlon of certam olhcers ln

thelr representatxvc capacxtv And we find tl at ln

the year 1717 the Masons delegated the powers
whxch they orlgmally possessed to the Grand I edge,
to be exercnsed bv thelr Masters and Wardens ru

trust for themselves Among these powers wlnch

were thus delegated was that of exerclsmg penal
_yurlsdnctxon over the Grand Master The fact that

thls power was delegated is not left to conjecture,

Gnd one wlneh rccogmzes the prerogatxve m these

emphatnc words If the Grand Master should

abuse hrs power and render hlmself unworthy of the

obedence and sub_]ect1on of the Lodves he shall be

treated ln a way and manner to be agreed upon ln

a new Regulatlon because lutherto the ancient fra

termty have had no occasmn for rt-therr former

Grand Masters having all behaved themselves

worthy of that honorable office *

Thls artlcle comprlses three dlstlnct statements ,

Brst, that the Grand Master 18 responslble for any
abuse of hrs power, secondly that a. Regulatlon
may at anv txme be made to provnde the mode of

exerclsmu' ]ur1sd1cton over him and lastly that

such Regulatxon never has been made, slmply be-

' Regulat1onsof1T2lart.xix
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cause there was no necessity for it, and not because

there was no power to enact it.

Now, the method of making new Regulations is

laid down in precise terms in the last of these very

Regulations of 1721. The provisions are, that the

Landmarks shall be preserved, and that the new

Regulation be proposed and agreed to at the

third quarterly communication preceding the annual

Grand Feast, and that it be also offered to the

perusal of all the brethren before dinner, in writing,
even of the youngest Apprenticwthe approbation
and consent of the majority of all the brethren

being absolutely necessary to make it binding and

obligatory.
It is evident that a literal compliance with all the

requisitions of this Regulation has now become al-

together impractieable. Entered Apprentices have

no longer, by general consent, any voice in the

government of the Order, and quarterly communi-

cations, as well as the annual Grand Feast, have

almost everywhere been discontinued. Hence we

must apply to the interpretation of this statute the

benign principles of a liberal construction! We

can only endeavor substantially, and as much as

possible in the spirit of the law, to carry out the in-

tentions of those who framed the Regulation.
It seems to me, then, that these intentions will be

obeyed for all necessary purposes, if a new Regula-
tion be adopted at an annual meeting of the Grand

* " Bcnigne lhriendm sunt interpretatioues et verbs lntentionl debent ln

1ervirc."- [fun Maxim
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Lodge, and by the same majority which is required
to amend or alter any clause of the Constitution!

The power to make new Regulations, which was

claimed by the Grand Lodge of England in 1721,
and afterwards reasserted in 1723, in still more ex-

plicit terms, is equally vested in every other regu-

larly organized Grand Lodge which has been since

established, and which is, by virtue of its organiza-
tion, the representative, in the limits of its own juris-
diction, of the original Grand Lodge which met at

the Apple-tree tavern in 1717.

With these preliminary observations, we are now

prepared to enter upon an investigation of the pre-

rogatives and duties of a Grand Master.

1. The Grand Master has the right to convene

the Grand Lodge on any special occasion, at such

time and place as he may deem expedient. The

Constitution of the Grand Lodge necessarily must

designate a time and place for the annual communi-

cation, which it is not in the power of the Grand

Master to change. But on the occurrence of any

emergency, which may, in his opinion, render a

special communication necessary, the Grand Master

* Bm. Anasnr Pin: oonhrms this view in his admirable report on foreign
correspondence in the Grand Lodge of Arkansas: " Every Grand Lodge
can make any new regulation which changes nn Landmark. The nineteenth

article declares that a new regulation may be made on this subject. That

being ao, and the thirty-ninth declaring that none can be made tn change a

Inndmark, ofmurse this would not change a IAmdmark,nr else it could not

be made. We cannot doubt, then, that covislilulional provisiuus might be

made for dealing with a Gmnd llaster during his term of ollice; but cer-

tainly it could not he done in any other way."-Proc. G. L. <1 Ark., |854

p. 122.
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possesses the prerogative of convoking the Grand

Lodge, and may select such time and place for the

convocation as he deems most convenient or appro-

priate. This prerogative has been _so repeatedly
exercised by Grand Masters, from the earliest times
to the present day, that it seems to be unnecessary
to finnish any specific precedents out of the multi-

tude that the most cursory reading of the old re-

cords would supply.*
2. The Grand Master has the right to preside

over every assembly of the craft, wheresoever and

whensocver held. This is a Landmark of the

0rder,i' and consequently the right of the Grand

Master to preside at all meetings of the Grand

Lodge, which is derived from it, is an inherent right,
of which no constitutional provision can deprive
him. From this prerogative is also derived the

principle that the Grand Master may assume the

chair of any private Lodge in which he may be

present, and govern the Lodge as its Master. He

is also, by virtue of the same prerogative, the chair-

man of every committee of the Grand Lodge which

he may choose to attend. He is, in brief, the head

" Thns,"PrinceEdwinsummoned all the lhmna in the realmtomeet

him in n congregation at York."-Axnxnson, lirst edit., p. 32. On the

occasion of Whurtnds irregularities in 1722, Montagu, G. M., " summoned

the Grand Lodge to meet, 17th January."--Ibid, second edit. p. 114. Cary:-
fort, G.M., in 1754, "signilled lk pleasure that the day for the Grand

Feast and election should be the 25th ofMareh,instant,and kept at Drapers'
Hall."-Ibid, third edit., p. 270. But a volume of such precedents might be

cited. The eighteenth of the Regulationsof 1721 distinctly recognizes thi

prerogative.-See anle p. 71.

1808 anle Landmark 5, p. 21.

 _
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JI' the craft in his own jurisdiction, and cannot, at

any meeting of the fraternity for Masonic purposes,
be placed, without his consent, _in a subordinate

position.
3. Concomitant with this prerogative of presid-

ing in any Lodge, is that of visitation. This is not

simply the right of visit, which every Master Mason
in good standing possesses, and of which I have al-

ready spoken in a preceding part of this work, but

it is a prerogative of a more important nature, and

which has received the distinctive appellation of the

right of visitation. It is the right to enter any

Lodge, to inspect its proceedings, to take a part in

its business transactions, and to correct its errors.*

The right is specifically recognized in the Regula-
tions of 1721, but it is also an inherent prerogative;
for the Grand Master is,rirtute qjicii, the head of

the whole fraternity, and is not only entitled, but

bound, in the faithful discharge of his duty, to

superintend the transactions of the craft, and to in-

terfere in all congregations of Masons to prevent
the commission of wrong, and to see that the Land-

marks and usages of antiquity, and the Constitu-

tions and laws of the Grand Lodge, and of every

Lodge in the jurisdiction, are preserved and obeyed.
The Regulations of 1721 prescribe that when the

Grand Master makes such a visitation, the Grand

Wardens are to attend him, and act as Wardens of

the Lodge while he presides. This Regulation,
however, rather refers to the rights of the Grand

' BeoReguIationsol172l,u-LL
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Wardens than to the prerogative of the Grand

Master, whose right to make an otiicial visitation

to any Lodge is an inherent one, not to be limited

or directed by any comparatively modern Regu-
lation.

'

4. The right of appointment is another preroga-
tive of the Grand Master. By the old usages-for
1 find no written law upon the subject-the Grand

Master appointed the Deputy Grand Master, who is

hence always styled "his Deputy." The Regula-
tions of 1721 also gave him the nomination of the

Grand 'Wa.rdens, who were then to be installed, if

the nomination was unanimously approved by the

Grand Lodge, but if not, an election was to be held.

The Grand Secretary, at the first establishment of

the office in 1723, was elected by the Grand Lodge,
but all subsequent appointments were made by the

Grand Master. The Grand Treasurer was, how-

ever, always an elective ofiice.

In England, under its present Constitution, the

Grand Master appoints all the oilicers of the Grand

Lodge, except the Grand Treasurer. In America,
the prerogative of appointment, which was vested

by, ancient usage in the Grand Master, has been

greatly abridged, and is now restricted to the no-

mination of some of the subordinate oiiieers of the

Grand Lodge, The Deputy, the Wardens, the

Treasurer and Secretary are now elected hy the

Grand Lodge. In view of the fact that none of the

oflicers of the Grand Lodge, except the Grand Mas~

ter, owe their existence to a Landmark, but are all
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the creatures of regulations, adopted from time to

time, and in view, too, of the other important fact

that regulations on the subject were continually
changing, so that we find an otlicer at one time ap-

pointed, and at another time elected, I am con-

strained to believe that the right of appointment is

one of the few prerogatives of the Grand Master,
which is not inherent in his oiiice, but which is sub-

ject to the regulation of the Grand Lodge.
5. The Twelfth Regulation of 1721 gave the

Grand Master the prerogative of casting two votes

in all questions before the Grand Lodge. The

words of the Regulation are, it is true, very explicit,
and would seem to leave no doubt upon its face;
and yet I am scarcely inclined to believe that under

all circumstances that oiiicer was permitted to vote

twice, while every other member voted but once.

Contemporaneous exposition, however, supplies no

aid in the interpretation of the law; for I have

looked in vain through the earlier editions of the

Book of Constitutions for any further reference to

the subject. The modern Grand Lodge of England
retains the very words of the Old Regulations ; but

in this country, where it has principally been pre-
served by usage, it is so interpreted as that the

Grand Master gives his second vot`e only in the case
of a tie, and this, I suspect, was the object of the

original law.

6. I come now to one of the most important pre-

rogatives of a Grand Master, that, namely. of grant-
ing dispensations. A dispensation may be defined

20
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to be 'the grantinv of a license, or thc license rt-

se1f§ io do what IS forbidden by laws or rcgulatlon,
or to omit something which IB commanded , that is

the dispensing with a law or regulation, or the ex

cmptlon of a partlcular person from the obhgatlon
to comply wlth 1ts 1nJunct1ons"* Tlus power to

drspense wlth the PPOVISIOHB of law in particular
cases appears to be Inherent in the Grand Master,
because, although frequently referred to m the Old

Regulations, it always IS as if it were a power al

ready in exlstence, and never by way of a new grant
There IS no record of any Masonic statute or constr

tutxonal provision conferring this prerogatrve in

distinct words The rnstances, however, in which

this prerogatrve may be exercised are clearly enu

merated rn various places of the Old Constitutlons,
so that there can be no dldiculty in understanding to

what extent the prerogative extends

Thus, one of the Regulatrons of 1721 prescribes
that "

no Lodge shall make more than ive new

brethren at one t1me,"'|' but the Grand Master may

* Thxslsthe de!1mtiono¢'Wns1'n except that the word regulation
has been snbstrtuted for canon

" DU GANG: (Glossarnum) dednes a dns

pensahontobeeprudent relaxatlon ofagenenllaw Promdnyunacom
mums relazwlno Whrle showing bow much the aucrent eccleeissdenl

authorrhes were opposed tq,t.hc grautmg of drspensabons since they prefer
r~edtopardontheo¢l'enseaIerthelawlndbeenvmlated mtberthmmgrv
e prevrous license for its vrolauon he adds but however much the Roman
Pontr& and most pious Bishops felt of reverence for the ancient Regulations
they were often compelled to depart m some measure from them for the

ntrllty of the church and thb milder method of acting the Junsts called s

dlspensatnon.

Q Regnlatlcm of 1721 nrt. lv
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grant his dispensation to authorize any Lodge on a

particular occasion to go beyond this number.

Again, in another Regulation it is enacted that
"

no man can be made or admitted a member of a

particular Lodge without previous notice one month

before ;"* but here the Grand Master may interfere

with his dispensing power, and permit a candidate

to be made without such previous notice.

Another Regulation prescribes that "
no set or

number of brethren shall withdraw or separate
themselves from the Lodge in which they were made

brethren, or were afterwards admitted members,
unless the Lodge becomes too numerous, nor even

then, without a dispensation."T But this Regula-
tion has long since become obsolete, and Masons

now demit from their Lodges without the necessity
of asking a dispensation. In fact, as the law is no

longer in force, no authority is needed to dispense
with its injunctions.

The Twelfth Regulation of 1721 prescribes that

none but members of the Grand Lodge shall be per-
mitted to be present at its quarterly communica-

tions, except by dispensation. The Grand Master

is thus authorized to set aside the provisions of the

law for the benefit of a particular individual, and

this right of the Grand Master to admit strangers
as visitors in the Grand Lodge is still recognized as

one of his prerogatives.
Besides these particular instances of the exercise

ef the dispensing power which are referred to in

" Regulations of1721, an. v. f Did. art. viii., ants p. 67.
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the Old Regulations, there are many others which

arise from the nature of the prerogative, and which

have been sanctioned by immemorial usage.

Thus, when a Lodge has neglected to elect its

oiiicers at the constitutional time of election, or

having elected them, has failed to proceed to instal

lation, the Grand Master may, on application, issue

his dispensation, authorizing the election or instal-

lation to take place at some time subsequent to the

constitutional period. And without such dispensa-
tion, no election or installation could take place;
but the old oilicers would have to continue in otiice

until the next regular time of election, for no Lodge
can perform any act at any other time, or in any
other mode, except that which is provided by
its by-laws, or the Regulations of the Grand

Lodge, unless in a particular case a dispensation is

granted to set aside for the time the provisions of

the law.

Again: although no one can serve as Master of a

Lodge, unless he has previously acted as a Warden,
yet in particular cases, as in the organization of a

new Lodge, or when, in an old Lodge, no one who

has been a Warden is willing to serve as Master,
the Grand Master may grant his dispensation, em-

powering the members to elect a Master from the

floor.

But as it is a principle of the law that the

benignity of the Grand Master must not affect the

rights of third parties, no _dispensation can issue

for the election from the lloor, if there be a Warden
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or Past Warden who is willing to serve ; for eligi-
oility to the chair is one oi' the prerogatives which

arises from having served in the oliiee of Warden,
and a dispensation cannot set aside a prerogative.

By the operation of the same equitable principle,
the Grand Master is prohibited from issuing a. dis-

pensation to authorize the initiation of a person who

has been rejected by a Lodge; for it is the inherent

right of a Lodge to judge of the fitness of its own

members, and the Grand Master cannot, by the

exercise of his dispensing power, interfere with this

inherent right.
7. Analogous to this dispensing power is the pre-

rogative which the Grand Master possesses of

authorizing Masons to congregate together and form

a Lodge. According to the Regulations of 1721,
and the modern Constitutions of England, the

Grand Master has the power to grant warrants for

the permanent establishment of Lodges, by warrant

of constitution. But in this country this preroga~
tive has not, for many years, been exercised by
Grand Masters, who only grant their authority for

the holding of Lodges temporarily, until the next

communication of the Grand Lodge. Hence, as no

Lodge can be legally held, except under a warrant

of constitution, granted by a Grand Lodge, when

the Grand Master permits such an assemblage, he

suspends for a time the operation of the law ; and

for this reason the document issued by him for this

purpose is very appropriately called a dispensation,
for it is simply a permission or license granted to



462 came unsrr-ra.

certain brethren to dispense with the law requiring
a. warrant, and to meet and work masonically with-

out snch an instrument.

8. Conseqnent upon and intimately connected

with this dispensing power is that much contested

prerogative of the Grand Master to make Masons

at sight. I know of no principle of Masonic law

which has given rise to a greater diversity of

opinions, or more elaborate argument on both sides,
than this. While the Grand Lodges or the Com-

mittees of Foreign Correspondence of Indiana, Ken-

tucky, Maryland, Mississippi, New Hampshire, New

York, North and South Carolina, Vermont and

Wisconsin, clearly admit the prerogative, those of

California, Louisiana, Massachusetts, Missouri and

Tennessee, as positively deny it, while Florida and

Texas recognize its existence only under limited

modifications. The weight of authority is certainly
on the side of the prerogative. I think that it can

readily be proved that ancient usage, as well as

the natural deductions from the law, equally sun-

port it.

It has always appeared to me that much of the

controversy was, after all, rather a dispute about

words than about things. The words "making
Masons at sight" are not to be found in any of the

Constitutions or records of the legitimate Grand

Lodge of England. They were first used by that

sehismatie body known in history as the Athol

Grand Lodge, and are to be found in its authorized

Book_ of Constitutions. the "Ahiman Rezon" of
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Laurence Dermott.* The " modcrns," as thcy were

called, or the regular body, always spoke of "making
Masons in an occasional Lodge," and these words

continually occur in the second edition of the Book

of Constitutions, published by Dr. Anderson, and in

all the subsequent editions compiled by other edi-

tors. Thus we find that in 1781,
" Grand Master

Lovel formed an occasional Lodge at Sir Robert

Walpole's house of Houghton Hall, in Norfolk, and

made Brother Lorrain and Brother Thomas Pel-

ham, Duke of Newcastle, Master Masons."T

Again, "on the 16th of February, 1766, an ocea-

sional Lodge was held at the Horn Tavern, in New

Palace Yard,1 by the Right Hon. Lord Blaney,
Grand Master. His Royal Highness William Henry,
Duke of Gloucester, was in the usual manner intro-

duced and made an Entered Apprentice, passed a

Fellow Craft, and raised to the degree of a Master

Mason/'§
`

And again,
"

on February 9, 1767, an oeeasalmal

Lodge was held at the Thatched House Tavern, in

St. James Street, by Col. John Salter, Deputy
Grand Master, as Grand Master, and his Royal
Highness Henry Frederick, Duke of Cumberland,

' The language of Dmlorr is as follows :
"

Thellight Worshipful Grand

Master has full power and authority to make (or cause to be made ln his

Worshlp's prmncc) Free and Accepted Masons at night, and such making
B good."-Du.xo1-r`s Ahim. Res. third edit. 1778, p. 72.

1' Book ofCons1.itutlons, second edit. p. 129.

1Tberegularplaceo{ meetingoftheGrand Lodgt at that timewa: at

lhe Cromrand-Anchor in the Strand.

§BookcfComti¥A1tons,thlrdediLp.8l3.
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was, in the usual manner, introduced and made an

Entered Apprentice, passed a Fellow Craft, and

raised to the degree of a Master Mason/'*

Now, in all of these cases the candidates were

made by the Grand Master, without previous notice,
and not in a regular Lodge; and this is what I sup-

pose to be really meant by making Masons at sight.
Dermott adopted this phraseology, but Anderson

and his successors called it "

making Masons in an

occasional Lodge." The two expressions mean ex

actly the same thing.
Now, by way of illustrating this theory, let it be

supposed that the Grand Master of a certain juris-
diction is desirous of making a Mason at sight, or in

an occasional Lodge. How is he to exercise this

prerogative ? Why, he summons not less than six

Master Masons to his assistance, himself making the

seventh, which number is necessary to form a per-
fect Lodge. They meet together, and he grants his

dispensation, (which is virtually done by his pres-

ence) permitting a Lodge to be opened and held.

The candidate upon whom the Grand Master in-

tends to exercise his prerogative, applies for initia~

tion, and the Grand Master having dispensed with

the Regulation which requires the petition to lie

over for one month, the Lodge proceeds to confer

the first and second degrees, the Grand Master

being in the chair. On the following evening, the

~ Booker c0nsmuums,mira edison, p. 319. snner m at an :inn

exercising the prerogatives of Grand Master, because Lord Blaney 'll

out of the jurisdictirn, heingin Ireland.-See Pxuzsros, p. 225.
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same brcthren again meet, and the candidate re-

ceives the third degree, the Grand Master occupying
the chair as before.

'l'he Lodge having accomplished all that was re-

quired ef it, the Grand Master ceases to exercise

his dispensing power-which he is of course at

liberty to do, for his dispensation, like the king's
writ, is granted duranle bene placito, during his good
pleasure-and the Lodge is dissolved. But the

making of the candidate is good ; nor do I see how

it can be denied, for certainly if the Grand Master

can authorize A, B and C to make Masons by dis-

pensation-and this no one doubts-then surely he

can exercise the same functions which he has the

power of delegating to others.

And this I suppose to be all that is meant by the

prerogative of the Grand Master to make Masons

at sight. It is the necessary result of, and indeed

is the same thing in a modified form, as his prero-

gative to open Lodges by dispensations granted to

others. -
°

But in exercising this important prerogative, the

Grand Master must be governed by all those prin-
ciples which would apply to the initiation of candi-

dates in an ordinary Lodge under dispensation ,

for although he may dispense with the provisions
of a Regulation, he cannot dispense. with the Land-

marks. The candidate must be possessed of all the

requisite qualifications, nor can the Grand Master

interfere with any Lodge by making a candidate

who has been rejected ; for he cannot exercise

0("~}
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any of his prerogatives to the injury of other

parties.
Another important prerogative of the Grand

Master is that of arresting the charter of a subordi-

nate Lodge. To arrest the charter, is a technical

phrase, by which is meant to suspend the work of a

Lodge--to prevent it from holding its usual com-

munications, and to forbid it to transact any busi

ness, or to do any work. A Grand Master cannot

revoke the warrant of a Lodge ; for this, as I have

already shown, is the peculiar prerogative of the

Grand Lodge. But if, in his opinion, the good of

Masonry, or any other suliicieut cause requires it, he

may suspend the operation of the warrant until the

next communication of the Grand Lodge, which

body is alone competent to revise or approve of his

action. But this prerogative of the Grand Master,
as it deprives a Lodge of its activity and usefulness

for a period of some duration, and inlliets some por-
tion of disgrace upon the body which has subjected
itself to such discipline, should be exercised with

the utmost caution and reluctance.

The doctrine of the right of appeal has been so

fully discussed in a former part of this work, that it

is scarcely necessary to say more on this subject
than that it is held to be the settled law of Masonry,
at this time, that an appeal cannot be taken from

the decision of the Grand Master to the Grand

Lodge. The Committee ofForeign Correspondence
ofthe Grand Lodge of New York, in 1852, expres-
sed views on this subject with which I so heartily
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concur, that I readily borrow their language :
" We

think," they say,
" that no appeal lies from his de-

cision, because he is, in his oilieial position, required,
like the Master in his Lodge, to see that the Consti-

tutions and laws of Masonry are faithfully observed.

He cannot do this if his opinion or decision may be

instantly sct aside by an appeal to that majority,
which is about to violate them. In such case also

he may close the Lodge to prevent the violation;
so that calm reason teaches us that there is no other

just rule in the matter than that of the supremacy
and inviolability of presiding officers."

I know that a few Grand Lodges, or rather their

Committees of Correspondence, have censured views

like these, and declare them to be investing a Grand

Master with what they call " the one man power."
It may be so; and in like manner the undisputed
power of the Worshipful Master over his Lodge may
receive a similar designation. And yet it is, in a

great measure, to this power beyond appeal, to the

responsibility which it entails, and to the great cau-

tion which it necessarily begets, that we must attri

bute much of the harmony and stability which have

always characterized the Order.

Should the Grand Master ever abuse this great

power, and by unjust or incorrect decisions endan-

ger the prosperity of the institution, the conserva-

tive principle of an annual election will afford a

competent check, and the evil of an oppressive or an

ignorant presiding oiiicer can readily be cured by
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his displacement at the constitutional period, and in

the constitutional way.
The last subject to be discussed in reference to

the ohice of Grand Master, is the question of sue-

eession. In case of the death or absence of the

Grand Master, who succeeds to his oHice 'I

There never has been any doubt that in case of

the death or absence from the jurisdiction of the

Grand Master, the Deputy succeeds to the otliee, ibr
this seems to have been the only object of his ap-

pointment. The only mooted point is as to the suc~

cessor, in the absence of both.

The Foiuteenth Regulation of 1721 had pre-

scribed, that if the Grand Master and his Deputy
should both be absent from the Grand Lodge, the

functions of Grand Master shall be vested in "the

present Muster of a Lodge that has been the longest
a Freemason," unless there be a Past Grand Master

or Past Deputy present. But this was found to be

an infringement on the prerogatives of the Grand

Wardens, and accordingly a new Regulation ap-

peared in the second edition of the Book of Consti-

tutions, which prescribed that the order of succession

should be as follows: the Deputy, a Past Grand

Master, a Past Deputy Grand Master, the Senior,
and then the Junior Grand Warden, the oldest for-

mer Grand Warden present, and lastly, the oldest

Freemason who is the Master of a Lodge.
`

But this order of succession does not appear to

be strictly in accordance with the representative
character of the Grand Lodge, since Past Grand
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olllcers who are not bv lnherent rlght members of

the Grand Lodfre should not be permitted to take

precedence of tl1e actual members and representa
tlves Accordxngly ID tlus country the Regulatlou
has ln general been modified and here the Deputy
succeeds the Grand Master and after hun the

Wardens IH order of thelr rank and then the ll'as

ter of the oldest Lodge present Grand ollicers bemg
entxrely excluded

The duties and prerogatnves to whlch these otli

cers succeed ln case of the absence of the Gland

Master from any eommumcatlon are slmply those

of a presldmg odicer although of course they are

exercxsed by the Grand Master ln that capaclty
But lf the Grand Master be wlthln the llmxts of the

Jurxsdlctlon although absent from the G1 and Lodge
all their temporary functlons cease as soon as the

Grand Lodge IS closed

If however the Grand Master 18 absent from the

J1lI'lSd1CfOl1 or has dcmnsed then these othcers nn

the order already stated succeed to the Grand Mas

terslnp and exercise all the prerogatxves of the

odice untll hxs return or ln the case of hrs death

untxl the next commumcatnon of the Grand Lodge

SECTION II

rm: nsrurr Gunn MASTER.

The oilice of Deputy Grand Master IS nexther so

xmportant nor so anclent as that of Grand Master

'
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and seems originally to have been established for

the purpose of relieving the latter odicer of much

of the labor which the proper discharge of his

duties would demand. Hence, in the first four years
of the history of the Order, after the reorganization
of the Grand Lodge, in the beginning of the last

century, while the chair was occupied by Commoners,
there was no Deputy; and it was not until the elec-

tion of the Duke of Montagu, as Grand Master, in

1721, that the appointment was made.* The Six~

teenth of the Regulations, adopted in that year,

very distinctly shows that the object of the creation

of the oliice of Deputy was, that that oiiicer should

relieve the Grand Master from the inconvenience

of attending to the details of businessrf Nor does

that oflicer appear, from anything that we find in

the old Constitutions, to have exercised or posses-
sed any other prerogatives than those which~he

claimed in the Grand Master's right, whose assist-

* l)ecember21.l720,theReguIatiouwu adqated, tlntinllxtnrethenew

Grand Master shall have the sole power d appointing a Deputy Grand Mu-

ter,
"

now proved," says Armxnsorl, "
as necessary u lhrrnerly, awarding

to nnclent custom, when noble brothers were Grand llasters."-Book of
Gonsl. second edit. p. 111. In the historical autemeut made by Aunxason,

Iplace no ccuddence, for Prince Edwin had no Deputy; but he evidently
essignsthetrnereuonforthemodern eppotntmengtlmtnoblemen mlghtbe
rellevedofthe burdensofa laboriom odlce.

1' "'1'heGrmd Wu-densoranyothers eredrsttoedvlsewiththebeputy
nbuutthe adhirsc( the Dodge,orof the brethremand not to applytotlne
Grand Master, without the knowledge of the Deputymnles be refuse his

concurrence in any certain necessary affair."-Reg. of 1721, art. xvi. And

again :
" The Grand Master should receive no intimatinn of business em

cemlng Manonry,but from his Deputy li-st, except in auch cases an hh Wu!

ship can well judge of."-Ibid.
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ant he was. The usage in this country generally
still continues to assign to him that subordinate po~

sition; and, except in a few jurisdictions, where

additional powers have been specially granted by
constitutional enactment, he exercises the preroga-
tive of presiding over the craft only in the absence

of the Grand Master from the jurisdiction, while

during his presence he simply assists him with his

counsel and advice.

To this, however, there are exceptions, and the

Deputy is in some States invested with the preroga-
tive of establishing Lodges and of granting dispen-
sations.* Such powers are not derived from either

the ancient usages or Constitutions, and the Regu-
lations conferring them must be considered as

wholly of a local nature ; and in so far as they in-

terfere with the exclusive inherent prerogatives of

the Grand Master, I cannot but believe them to be

inexpcdient and unconstitutional. By the ancient

Landmarks of Masonry, the dispensing power could

be exercised only by the Grand Master, and to con-

fer it on others is to divest him of his prerogative,
which it is clearly not in the power of any Grand

Lodge to do.

The Provincial Grand Master is an oiiicer known

only to the English Constitutions. The first ap-

pointment of one recorded in the Book of Consti-

tutions is that of Bro. Winter, as Provincial Grand

' Thus, in Ohio. he grants dispensations, and in New York, in addition to

this prerogative, suspends warrants, vtits Lodges, and exercises many other

rights which the Old Constitutions had contined to the Grand Master.
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Master of East India, which was made in 1730, by
the Duke of Norfolk. The modern Constitutions

of England invest him with powers in his own pro~
vince very similar to those of the Grand Master, tc

whom, however, or to the Grand Lodge, an appeal
always lies irom his decisions.

In this country the oliice of District Deputy Grand

Master appears to have taken the place, in many

jurisdictions, of the English Provincial Grand Mas-

ters; but as the office hasbeen created by a special
enactment in every case, the Regulations which re-

fer to it must be considered as strictly local in their

character. Hence the duties and prerogatives of

these ollicers widely differ in different jurisdictions,
and a consideration of them can 'rind no place in a

treatise on the general principles of Masonic law.

Individually, I confess that I am opposed to the

creation of the otiice, as infringing on the simplicity
of the Masonic system of government, although it

cannot be denied that a Grand Lodge has the right
to create such an otliee, so long as the powers con-

ferred on the ollicer do not affect the inherent prero-

gatives of the Grand Master; with which, of course,

no modern Constitutions can interfere.

In England, the Deputy Grand Master has always
been appointed by the Grand Master. The same

rule has been followed by it few Grand Lodges in

this country; but the more general custom is for

the Grand Lodge to elect hi n.
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SECTION III.

'ras GRABD wannsus.

Next in dignity to the Deputy come the Senior

and Junior Grand Wardens. These two oHicers

are, however, although subordinate in rank, of

much more importance than the Deputy, in the

working of the Order, and are possessed of some

prerogatives which do not belong to him. Their

duties do not very materially differ from those of

the corresponding oflicers in a subordinate Lodge,
although of course, from their more exalted posi-
tion, their powers are more extensive.

In this country, by universal consent, the Ward-

ens succeed to the government of the craft in order

of rank, upon the death or absence from the juris-
diction of the Grand and Deputy Grand Masters.

But the subject of the succession to the chair has

already been considered in a preceding section.

The first of the Regulations of 1721 had pre~
scribed that the Grand Master, in his official visita-

tion to a subordinate Lodge,
"

might command the

Wardens of that Lodge, or any other Master

Masons, to act there as his Wardens, pro 1empore_;"
but as this was found to be an interference with the

rights of the Grand Wardens, the Regulation was

soon after explained as only being applicable to

cases where they were absent ; for it was declared

that the Grand Master cannot deprive them of their

oliice without showing cause, so that if they are
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present in a particular Lodge with the Grand Mas-

lcr, they must, if he presides, act as Wardens. And

accordingly, this has ever since been considered as

one of their prerogatives.
As in a subordinate Lodge, so in the Grand Lodge,

the Junior Grand Warden does not occupy the west

in the absence of the Senior Grand Wardens The

two odices are entirely distinct; and the Junior

Grand Warden having been elected and installed

to preside in the south, can leave that station only
for the east, in the absence of all his superiors.
A vacancy in the west must be supplied by tempo-
rary appointment.

On the same principle, the Senior Grand Warden

cannot supply the place of the absent Deputy Grand

Master. In fact, in the absence from the Grand

Lodge of the Deputy, it is scarcely necessary that

his oiiice should be filled by the temporary appoint-
ment of any person; for, in the presence of the

Grand Master, the Deputy has no duties to perform.
The old Charges of 1722 required that no one

could be a Grand Warden until he had been the

Master of a Lodge! The rule still continues in

force, either by the specific regulation of modern

G and Lodges, or by the force of usage, which is

the best interpreter of law.

By the Regulations of 1721, the Grand Master

° The Sixteenth Ikgulatiou M1721 prohibitedaGrand Warden from act

lngastbeliasterofalndge; butthis rule seems nmrtnbe ohsu|ete,al»

thoughlhavenodoubttha thedignityoftbe odicewouldbeconsultedby
l'B&l|f0l'¢¢|ll¢|l»
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possessed the power of nommatmg the Grand

Wardens, but mf hls nommatlon was not unam

mously approved the Grand Lodge proceeded to an

electron so that really the cholce of these oiiicers

was vested ln the Grand Lodge By the umversal

usage of the present dav the power of nommatxon

IS not xerclsed by Grand Masters and the Grand

Wardens are always elected

SEC'I'I0I IV

'rm-: GRAND TREASURER

The otlice of Grand Treasurer was provided for

ID the Regulatxons approved 1n 1722 and lt was

then plescrlbed that he should be a brother of

good worldly substance who should be a member

of the Grand Lodge by vlrtue of hls odice and

should be always present and have power to move

to the Grand Lodge anythmo' especlally what eon

cerns hls odice "* Agaln ln 1724 on the organxza
t1on of' the Commlttee of Charlty of the Grand

Lodge It was enacted that a Treasurer should be

appointed rn whose hands the amounts collected

mxght be deposxted But lt was not untxl the year
1727 that the oiiice was really filled by the selectlon

of Na 110.11161 Blakerby '|' Even then however the

odice does not appear to have been consldered by
the Grand Lodge as a dlstlnct appolntment but

rather as one whlch any responsxble brother mlght
Armvnsos m-stedxt.p.62 Reg of1721 artxm.
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fill, in addition to his other duties ; for the Treasu-

rer, Biakerby, was in the next year appointed Deputy
Grand Master, and discharged the functions of both

oilices at the same time ;* and when he resigned the

oiiice, the appointment was given to the Grand

Secretary, who, during Blakcrby's administration,
had sometimes performed his duties ; but at' length,
in 1738, Bro. Revis, the Grand Secretary, declined

the oliice, very properly assigning as a reason "that

both those oiiices should not be reposed in one man,

the one being a check to the other."1' So that it

was not until the year 1739 that, by the appoint-
ment of Bro. John Jesse,1 as Grand Treasurer, the

oiiice assumed a distinct and separate position among
the odices of the Grand Lodge, which it has ever

since retained.

The Thirteenth Regulation of 1721 had certainly,
by a, just construction of its language, made the

ofiice of Grand Treasurer an elective one by the

Grand Lodge ;§ but notwithstanding this, both

Blakerby and Jesse were appointed by the Grand

Master, the latter, however, at the unanimous re-

quest of the Grand Lodge. But ever since, the

otiice of Grand Treasurer has been made an elec-

tive one. ||
' Thus :

" At the Grand Lodge, in due form, on 27th Dec., 1729, D. G. M.

Buxmcsr, the Treasurer, in the chain-,had the honor to thank mnuyodieen
of Lodges for bringing their liberal charity."-Aruixn., second edit. p. 179.

1 Ibi¢i,p.184. 1 BonkofConst.third edit.p.226.

§
"

They [the Grand Iodge] shall also appoint A Treasurer."-Reg. 1721

nn. xiii.

2 Reds was appointed by both the Grand Mast r and the Grand Lodge
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The functlons of the Grand Treasurer io not

dlifer from those of the corresponding oflieer xn a

subordmate Lodge It IS h1s duty to act as the de-

posltary of all the funds and property of the Grand

Lodge to keep a. fmr account of the same, and

render a statement of the condltlon of all the pro

perty m lns possessron, whenever called upon by
exther the Grand Master or the Grand Lodge H

also pays all bllls and orders whlch have been ap-

proved by the Grand Lodge He IS ln one word

under such regulatlons as that body shall prescrxbe
the banker of that body *

The old Regulatxons permltted hlm to appoint an

ass1stant,whosc only quahflcatxon was, that he must

be a. Master Mason But such asslstant dxd not, by

Lodge although permltted to be present at its com

mumcatlons The usage has been contmued ln

many of the Grand Lodges of thls country

SECTION V

'rm-: GRAND sscnmnzr

The Regulatlons of 1721 had dcscnbed the dutles

to be performed by the Grand Secretary ,+ but from

perhaps by the appomtment of the one and mth the consent and approha
tl.u ol' the other Annum second cd|t p 138

' Hua dutm are very fully defined in the Regulations of 1711 a.rt.x1i|.

lee anle p 70

1' There shall beabook kept bytheGrandMaster or hh Deputy or

'adaer bysome brother whom the Grand Lodge shall appdnt fcr Secretary
Reg 1721 a.rt.xm
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the organization of the Grand Lodge in 1717, to the

year 1723, no such officer had been appointed. In

the last mentioned year, however, Bro. William

Cowper was chosen by the Grand Lodge. The

oiiice was therefore first an elective one, but Ander-

son, in his edition of 1738, says that "
ever since,

the new Grand Master, upon his commencement, ap-

points the Secretary, or continues him by returning
him the books."* This usage is still pursued by the

modern Grand Lodge of England; but in every

Jurisdiction of this country, the ollice of Grand

Secretary is an elective one.

The functions, the discharge of which is intrusted

to the Grand Secretary, are of the most important
nature, and require no ordinary amount of talent.

It is his duty to record all the proceedings of the

Grand Lodge with the utmost fidelity and exactness.

He is also the oflicial organ of the Grand Lodge.
and in that capacity conducts its correspondence.
He is, besides, the recipient of the returns and dues

of Lodges, which amounts he pays over to the Grand

Treasurer, so that each of these oliicers acts as a

check upon the other.

The Grand Secretary is also in this country the

keeper of the seal of the Grand Lodge, which he

aflixes to all documents that require it. His signa-
tu°e is considered as essential to the validity of any
document which emanates from the Grand Lodges?

* Axnmsou, second edit. p. 181.

1' Theduties which in other countries an divided among several odicem_
ushaAmereaeoneenntedinthe0r|nd Sec-rchry,whch lnnoeunimh
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Like the Grand Treasurer, he was permitted by
the old Regulations to appoint an assistant, who did

not, however, by such appointment, become a mem-

ber of the Grand Lodge. The Regulation is still

in force in several of the American jurisdictions.

SECTION VI.

'mn emma cnamrx.

This is an oliice of very modern date. No al-

lusion to such an oiiicer is to be found in any of the

old Constitutions, and Preston informs us-that it

was instituted on the lst of May, 1775, on the oc-

casion of the laying of the corner stone of the Free-

masons' Hall in London.* A sense of propriety
has, however, notwithstanding its want of antiquity,
since caused this otiice to be universally recognized
by the Grand Lodges of this country, some of whom

have increased the number of Grand Chaplains from

one to several. -

The duties ofthe Grand Chaplain are confined to

otfering up prayer at the communications of the

Grand Lodge, and conducting its devotional exer-

cises on public occasions.

He is, by virtue of his otlice, a member of the

Grand Lodge, and entitled to a seat and a vote.

The only qualiiications generally required appear to

morehnportantdhoerthmhehlnlhrope. '1'bm,bythemodernConstitu
þÿ�&�l�!�0�f"v�|�l�l�d�b�¢�G�'�l�»�l�l�d�R�¢�8�l�@�l�'superintends the reoords,and isthn

oustodlauoftheseal.
' Pns~nm|,p.237,0uvn'|edk~
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be that he should be a Master Mason m good stand

mg xn lus Lodge, and a recogmzed clergyman of

some rehgxous dcnommatxon.

SEC'I'I0I VII

'ras cxuun Lscrnnsn.

The otiice of Grand Lecturer 18 one of great xm

portance , perhaps there 18 none so Important ln the

whole serles of oHices whxch consttute the control

Img element of a Grand Lodge He 18 the rccog
mzed teacher of the MZSOHIC system, and It 18

by h1s faxthful znstructlons alone that unlty can

be mamtamed in the methods of commumcatmg
our ntual

Thls unity," says a dlstmgulshed Mason Bro

Sandford of Iowa, makes the world a Mason s

home and raxslng hxm hlgh above geographlcal dl

VISIOHS and the obstacles of language and relxgnon
secures hlm protectnon and repose whel ever fate or

fortune may dlrect hxs steps Wlthout lt, our grand
fabrlc of umversal benevolence, wlnch has wlthstood

the storms of numerous ccntunes, would be shat-

tered to atoms ln a smgle age
I presume that It w1l1 be adzmtted by every mtel

hgent Mason that Bro Sandford has not placed too

lugh an estunate on the lmportance of a umformltv

ofwork If Masonry contaln Wltlun ltself anything
worthy of the study of mtellectnal men lf our

theorles of nts antlqmty be not fallaclous lf our

lcgcnds and ceremomes and symbols are not as one

480 `
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class of our opponents have declared them to be, the

puerile amusements of a past age of dreamers-then

surely it is the bounden duty of the supreme head

of the Order, in every jurisdiction, to preserve those

legends and ceremonies and symbols as pure and

unsullied by error and innovation as they were when

received. It is a part of the covenant into which

we have all entered, and to which we are all bound

by the most solemn obligations, to preserve the

ancient Landmarks which have been intrusted to

our care, and never to sulfer them to be infringed,
or to countenance a deviation from the established

usages and customs of the fraternity.
This, it appears to me, is the most prominent and

especial duty ofa Grand Lodge. It is the conser-

vator of the Order in its own jurisdiction, and is

expected by all the sanctions of justice and reason

to hand down to its successors the rites and cere-

monies of the institution, as it received them from

its predecessors. Unless it does this, it is recrcant

to its trust. It may dispense charity-it may endow

colleges-it may decide disputes-it may invent

financial systems, or legislate for general purposes-
but unless it shall take constant and careful precau-
tions for preserving the ancient Landmarks, and

disseminating among the craft a uniformity of work

and lectures, according to the true system, it will bo

neglecting the principal design of its organization,
and will become a

" cruel" instead of a "gentle
mother" to its children. Under an administration

which shall totally abandon all supervision of the

. 21
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ritual, and devise no means of teaching it, the very

identity of Masonry would soon altogether be ex-

tinguished, and Lodges would speedily degenerate
into social clubs.

Now, the only method by which this ritual can

be etiiciently supervised and taught, so that a uni-

formity of work may be preserved, and every Mason

in the jurisdiction be made acquainted with the true

nature of the science of Masonry, is by the ap-

pointment of a competent and permanent Grand

Lecturer.

The appointment of this officer should be a per-
manent one. In this advanced age of Masonic im-

provement, any attempt to appoint a Grand Lecturer

by the year, as we hire domestics, or employ labor-

ers, is an insult to the intelligence of the Order.

When an able teacher is found, he should hold his

otlice, not for a year, or during the pleasure of the

Grand Master or the Grand Lodge, but like the

judicial tenure of om' Supreme Court, or the Eng-
lish Judges-dum se bene gesserfit-during good be-

havior. Let him continue for life, if he is "worthy
and well qualified ;" for, the longer a good teacher

labors in his vocation, the better will he discharge
its duties. But any attempt to intrust the duty of

instructing Lodges to a 'emporary Lecturer, changed,
like the Wardens or the Deacons, every year, must

inevitably result in the utter destruction of all that

remains to us of the ancient symmetry of our beauti-

ful temple.
Equally injurious_is it to divide a jurisdiction
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lx tween several Lecturers, each independent of the

others, each teaching a different system, and all

perlmps ignorant of the true one. To suppose that

by the simple appointment of the presiding officer,
some half a dozen District Deputies or Inspectors
can be qualified to instruct the Lodges placed under

their control in the areana of Masonry, would be

farcical, were it not so pregnant with danger to the

safety and preservation of our Landmarks. The

attempt has been made in one or two jurisdictions,
and most signally failed. Its necessary consequence
is a destructf on of all uniformity, and a degradation
of Masonic science to a mere system of quackery.

But not only should the authority of the Grand

Lecturer as a Masonic teacher be sovereign and un-

divided in his jurisdiction, and the tenure of his

office permanent, so that the craft may not be an-

nually subjected to changes in the form and sub-

stance of the instruction that they receive, but,
above all, he should be fully competent, by previous
study, to discharge the duties of his high calling.

No man can be qualified as a Grand Lecturer un-

less he has devoted his time, his talent, and his

labor to the arduous, though pleasant, task of Ma-

sonic study. The old Romans had a proverb that a

Mercury could not be made out of any kind of wood,
and neither can a Grand Lecturer be manufactured
out of any kind of Mason. A Masonic teacher rc-

quires qualifications of the highest character. A

pro found knowledge of the ritual is, of course, essen-

tial; and this alone is to be acquired only after the
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most laborious study, aided by thc adventitious as

sistance of an excellent and retentive memory. But

to this must be added, ii we would give dignity to

the otiice, or confer a benefit on the pupils whom he

is to teach, an education :above the common stand-

ard, a cultivated intellect, an acquaintance with that

ancient language from whose records our system is

derived, a familiarity with history and antiquities,
and an extent of reading and power of mind which

will enable him to trace the symbolism of our Order

through all its progress, from the ancient priest-
hood of Egypt, the mysteries of Greece and Asia.

and the kabbala of Palestine.

It may be said that the standard is here placed
too high. and that few will be found to reach it.

Better, then, would it be to do without a Lecturer

than to have an incompetent one ; and I know of

no less amount of learning that would make a Ma-

sonic teaeher, such as a Masonic teacher should be.

But moreover, by placing the standard of qualifica-
tions high, intellectual men would be found to work

up to it; while, by placing it lower, ignorant men

would readily avail themselves of the privileges
that so low a standard would present. The "

con-

summation devoutly to be wished" in Masonry is,
that none but learned men should become Masonic

teachers.

The old Constitutions do not recognize the otlice

of Grand Lecturer under that name; but it has al-

ways existed, and its duties were performed in the

eight een th century by some of the most learned men
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of the order. Anderson, Desaguliers, Martin Clare,
Hutchinson and Preston, were all, in the strict sense

of the word, Grand Lecturers, and discharged the

duties of the oiiice with great benefit to the craft.

SEC'1'ION VIII.

'ras GRAND nsacoxs.

The office of Grand Deacon is of more modern

orign than that of any other ofiicer in the Grand

Lodge. I can iind no reference to it in any of the

old Regulations, in Anderson, or any subsequent
edition of the Book of Constitutions, in Prcston's

Illustrations, or in Lawrie's History. By the Regu-
lations of 1721, the duties of the Grand Deacons

seem to have been divided between the Grand

Wardens and the Stewards; nor is a place appropri-
ated in any of the processions described in the vari-

ous works already cited. They are first found in a

procession which took place in 1831, recorded by
Oliver, in his Continuation of Preston's History.
But they have since been placed among the officers

of the Grand Lodge in the Constitutions of England,
Scotland and Ireland.

In America, the oliice has an older date; for

Grand Deacons are recorded as being present in a

procession of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, in

1782, the account of which is to be found in Smith's
" Ahiman Rezon." They are also mentioned among
the olhcers of the Grand Lodge in the Constitution
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adopted in 1797 by the Grand Lodge of North

Carolina. I know not whence the anomaly arose

of these olhcers existing in Grand Lodges of America

in the eighteenth century, while they are not to be

found in those of Great Britain until late in the

nineteenth. They could scarcely have been derived

from the Athol Grand Lodge, since the York Masons

of South Carolina had no such officers in 1807,when
Dalcho published the first edition of his " Ahiman

Rezon."* Be this as it may, the office is now recog-
nized in all the Grand Lodges of this country.i

The Grand Deacons are generally two in number,
a Senior, who is usually appointed by the Grand

Master, and a Junior, who receives his appointment
from the Senior Grand Warden. It is their pro-
vince to attend upon the Grand Master and Ward-

ens, and to act as their proxies in the active duties

of the Grand Lodge. Their duties differ but little

from those of the corresponding otiicers in a subor-

dinate Lodge.

SECTION IX.

'ran GRAND iunsmi..

The first allusion that I 'mind to this oilice is in

the second edition of the Book of Constitutions,
where, under the date of 1730, a procession is de-

scribed, which was closed by "Marshal Pyne, with

' See D.u.cno's Ahlmau Rczon, tlrst edition, Charleston, 1807.

I' lt must be remarked that the office of Deacon in a subordinate Lodgi
ls of a much :alder duh: than corncsponding otlicers in a Grand Lodge.
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his truncheon blew, tipt with gold." Butas through-
out the remainder of the book, and all the subse-

quent editions, the allusion is not repeated, I am

led to suppose that this was simply a temporary ap-

pointment of an oilicer to keep order, without any
reference to Masonic rank. There is no such oiii-

cer in the present Grand Lodge of England, and

the ohice is unknown in several of the American

jurisdictions.
The duty of the Grand Marshal in those Grand

Lodges which recognize the otlice, is simply to ar-

range the processions of the Grand Lodge, and to

preserve order, according to the forms prescribed!

SEUHON X.

ran enum PURSUIVANT.

In the science of heraldry, a Pursuivant is the

lowest order of officers at arms, and is, as the title

implies# an attendant on the heralds. The otiice is

unknown to the English Constitutions of Masonry,
either ancient or modern, and appears to be peculiar
to this country, where it is to be found in a large
number of Grand Lodges, whose Regulations are,

however, generally silent as to the nature of the

functions to be discharged.
* In those Grand Lodges which have no Grand Marshal, the dutia of the

odlce should be performed by the Gmnd Pursuivant.

f Pmm the French pournuivant. literally one who follows. or an

alleadanz
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The " Ahiman Rezon" of South Carolina says that

his station is near the door, whence he receives all

reports from the_Grand Tiler, and announces the

name and Masonic rank of all who desire admission,
seeing that none enter without their appropriate
decorations* He combines therefore, in part, the

duties of the Junior Deacon with those of a gentle-
man usher.

I have alrmdy said that the otlice is modern, as

no allusion to it is to be found in any of the old

Regulations. The appointment Ls generally vested

in the Grand Master.

SECTION XI.

'mn enum swonn ummm
'

In 1731, the Duke of Norfolk, being then Grand

Master, presented to the Grand Lodge of England
" the old trusty sword of Gustavus Adolphus, King
of Sweden, that was worn next by his successor in

war, the brave Bernard, Duke of Saxe-Weimar, with

both their names on the blade, which the Grand

Master had ordered Brother George Moody (the
King's sword cutler) to adorn richly with the arms

of Norfolk in silver on the scabbard, in order to be

the Grand Master's sword of state in future."* At

* Ahim. Rez.. So. Ca., p. 129, third edit. 1852.

f Asnsnsomsecond edit. p. 127. Previous to this donation the Gr-and

Lodge had no sword of stale, but used one belonging to a private Lodge. It

was home before the Grand Master by the Master of the Dodge to which it

hc-longed, as appears from the account ofthe procession in 1720, as given ht

§DlL§0N, p. 126, second edit.
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the following feast, Bro. Moody was appointed
Sword Bearer, and the oiliee has ever since existed,
and is to be found in almost all the Grand Lodges
of this country.

The Grand Sword Bearer should be appointed by
the Grand Master, and it is his duty to carry the

sword of state immediately in front of that officer

in all processions of the Grand Lodge.*

SECTION XII.

_

'run GRAND srawanns.

The history of the origin of the oliice of Grand

Steward is very fully developed in the various edi-

tions of the Book of Constitutions, and especially in

the fourth, or that published in the year 1769.

Formerly it was the custom of the Grand Wardens

to make the necessary arrangements for regulating
and conducting the Annual Grand Feast. But to

relieve these oiiicers from this extraordinary trouble,
it was ordered in 1721 that they should " take some

Stewards to their assistance." No Stewards were

appointed, however, until 1723, when the office was

conferred on six brethren, who performed the duty
of managing the Feast with such satisfaction to the

Grand Lodge as to receive the thanks of the Grand

Master. Six others were appointed in the follow-

ing year, after which we find that no more were

" In those Grand Lodges which have a Grand Pursuivaut, but no Sword

Bearer, the sword should he bome by the former otlloer.

21*
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nominated until 1728. The appointments appear to

have been at first. made especially for the Annual

Feast, and at the meeting of the Grand Lodge pre

yious to it, so that as yet they could scarcely be

considered as having taken the rank of permanent
Grand Ollicers. But in 1728, it was resolved that

the olice should be revived, (which perhaps rather

meant that it should be placed upon a permanent
footing,) and that the number should be increased to

twelve. In 1731, the Grand Stewards, who had

been previously appointed by the Grand Master,
were permitted to nominate their successors, and

finally, in 1735, the Past Grand Stewards were, on

petition, constituted into a Master's Lodge, to be

called the " Stewards' Lodge," and to be placed as

such on the registry of the Grand Lodge. This

Lodge was also permitted to send a deputation to

the Grand Lodge, consisting of its Master, Ward-

ens, and nine members, each of whom was entitled

to a vote. But the Stewards of the current year
were not allowed to vote, or even to speak in the

Grand Lodge, unless desired. The modern Consti-

tutions of the Grand Lodge of England have in-

creased the number of Stewards to eighteen, and

continued the Grand Stewards' Lodge, which is,
however, now represented only by its Master,
Wardens and Past Masters. It has no power of

making, passing or raising Masons, and is not en-

titled to a number, although it takes precedency of

all the other Lodges.
All of this has been greatly simplified in this
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wnntry ; and the Grand Stewards, who seldom ex-

ceed two in nnmber, are generally appointed by the

Junior Grand Warden. They are possessed of no

peculiar privileges. Formerly there was in New

York, and still is in Maryland, a Grand Stewards'

Lodge, which acts as a committee on the Masonic

Hall, on the by-laws of Lodges, and on certain other

matters referred to it. It consists of the Grand

OHicers and Past Masters from the Lodges in Balti-

more, and meets during the recess of the Grand

Lodge. I know of no other state in which such an

organization exists. -

The duty of the Grand Stewards is to attend

upon the tables during the hours of refreshment,
and to assist the Junior Grand Warden in managing
the Grand Feast, in iurisdictions where this ancient

usage is observed.

SECTION XIII.

'ras casxn rxnan. -

This is an oiiice which derives its existence from

the Landmarks of the Order, and must therefore

have existed from the earliest times, as it is impos-
sible that any Grand Lodge or Assembly of Masons

could ever have met for purposes of Masonic busi-

ness unless the room in which they were assembled

had been duly tiled.

The duties of the onice are so evident to every
Mason as to need no explanation.

The Grand Tiler cannot, during his term of otlicc.
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be a member of the Grand Lodge, for his oflicial po-
sition places it out of his power to assist in its

deliberations.

He is generally appointed by the Grand Master

and no other qualication is required for the otiic

than that of being a worthy Master Mason.
_

BEUPION XIV.

'ms coimmss or rom-:mx conruzsronnsncx

Committees of Foreign Correspondence are bodies

known only to American Masonry ; and until within

a few years, so far as the efficient discharge of any

duty was concerned, they appear to have been of

but little value. But at the present time they oc-

cupy so important a position in the working of

every Grand Lodge, that they are fully entitled to

a place as an essential part of the Masonic system
The duties of a Committee of Foreign Corres

pondence are at this day the most important that

are confided to any committee of a Grand Lodge;
and what they precisely are, and how they should

be performed, are matters worthy of a calm and

deliberate consideration.

The Committee of the Grand Lodge of Oregon
has lately objected to the usual free and independ-
ent course pursued by these bodies, because they
believe, to use their own language, that " to review,
overrule and reverse the decisions of Grand Mas-

ters, iu cases regularly before them, and to intimate

doubts ol' the wisdom, propriety and regularity of
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the decisions of Grand Lodges, upon questions care-

fully considered and solemnly adjudged, we cannot

persuade ourselves is the course best calculated to

promote harmony, facilitate the interchange of kind

oliices, and cement the bond of union and fraternal

ntercourse which should everywhere exist among
Grand Lodges.

I cannot concur in this view of the result of tho

labors of such a committee, nor deny to it the

liberty to discharge, in the most unlimited manner,

while courtesy is preserved, the duty of reviewers,
and, if need be, of censurers.

The Committees on Correspondence are the links

which bind the Grand Lodges into one united whole

in the pursuit of knowledge; they are the guardians
appointed by their respective bodies to inform their

constituents what has been the progress of the in-

stitution for the past year-to warn them of the

errors in discipline or in Masonic science which

they may suppose to have been committed-and to

suggest the best method by which these errors may
be avoided or amended. The proceedings of Grand

Lodges are never printed for purposes of sale, or

of general distribution ; the number of copies pub-
lished is always smal-l; and it is physically impos-
sible that a knowledge of their contents can ever

reach the mass of the fraternity, except through the

condensed reports of foreign correspondence. These

committees, therefore, perform but the duty to which

they were appointed, when they report the doings

rr*

' Proc. Grand Lodge of Oregon. 1855. Rep. of Com. of For. Curresp.
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and sayings of other jurisdictions ; nor can they be

denied the common right of expressing their opin-
ions on the nature and tendency of the facts as they
relate them. Grand Masters are not infallible, and

Grand Lodges are not always correct in their de-

cisions. If, therefore, a Committee on Correspond-
ence should simply detail the various acts and

opinions of all the Grand Bodies with which their

own is in correspondence, nor make one depreca-
tory remark, calling attention to what they might
suppose violations of laws or Landmarks, the hete-

rogeneous and discordant doctrines which every

year are presented to the Masonic world, would be

placed before the fraternity without commentary,
leaving the most ignorant to form their own, often

erroneous, conclusions, and sometimes to confound

the mere extract from a foreign opinion by the

committee with an endorsement by that committee

of its correctness. It is then a part of the duty of a

Committee on Correspondence to review the pro-

ceedings of other jurisdictions, to point out what

they suppose to be errors, and to warn their own

constituency against adopting them. The Commit-

tees are, no doubt, like the bodies they are review-

ing, sometimes wrong; but if the discussion of

Masonic points of law are conducted temperately,
calmly, jndiciously, and above all fraternally, much

good must arise from this contest of mind. As the

collision of the tiint and steel will generate iire, so

truth must be elicited from the collision of varying
intellects. I cannot hesitate to believe that for
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much of the elevated standard that the Masonry
of this day and country has assumed, and for the

general diffusion of knowledge on the subject of

Masonic jurisprudence, the craft are indebted to the

well-conducted discussions ot' our various Commit-

tees on Foreign Correspondence.
Conflicting views have also been expressed on the

subject ot' the value which is to be attached to these

reports of Committees of Foreign Correspondence,
and on the question whether they require to be

adopted by a formal vote of the Grand Lodge to

whom they are presented, or whether they are, with-

out such vote, to be placed before the craft as mat-

ters of Masonic literature, with just so much value

as their own merits, and the experience, judgment
and talent of their authors bestow upon them.

These reports are generally intrusted to the

ablest writer and thinker in each Grand Lodge;
and when this is the case, I cannot see what addi-

tional valne the opinions of such a man can receive

-I

' Bro. Snmroan himself, an admirable illustration of the edidency and

usefhlneas of these committees, indorses the views I have expressed in the

text. " An examination," says that able Mason," ofthe reports which have

emanatcd l'rom the Committees on Foreign Correspondence of the various

Grand Lodges during the past year, has disclosed an amount of labor, a do-

gree of interest and enthusiasm, an extent and depth ot' research upon mat-

ters immediately pertaining to the principles and science of Masonry, which

is well calculated to excite surprise and admiration. And when to this is

added the literary excellence of these various productions, embracing in

their range of discussion numerous illustrations from the historical and clan-

sical literature ot' the world. one hz struck with the't'orce of kindred aesociav

tion, which appears to heighten the power and beauty of expression, in pro

portion to the dignity and expansivenw of the ideas which call it Iorth."..

Proceed. G. L. Qf Iowa, 1865.
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from their adoption by a formal vote. Such adop
tion would indeed give to his views the force of

law in that particular jurisdiction, but they would

not make them sounder or more truthful, nor on the

other hand would their rejection affect or impair, in

the slightest degree, their influence, as matters of

opinion, on the minds of the fraternity.
The truth is, that these reports derive all their

value from the character and abilities of their

authors. They need no adoption by a Grand Lodge,
but should be simply received as information, unless

they are accompanied by resolutions upon which

specific legislative action is required.*

_' Theeeviews are in accordance with those expmsed In l865bythe
Cummlttnc ofthe Grand Indgo ofCu!LmrnIn.
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Hsvnzc, in the pre feding Books, considered the Masonic

organization in all its diferent aspects, as presented in thc

Candidate, the Mason, the Lodge and the Grand Lodge, it

only remain 4 that I should proceed to investigate the nature

of the offences that may be committed against the institution,
the punishments which should be inflicted for the correction

of these offences, and the manner in which these punishments
are to be adjudged and executed.
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CHAPTER I

Qasanic Qttimrl

IT is peculxar to the sub_]ect whlch IS now about

to be treated that the dxvxsxon of wronffs made by
the wrxters on munxclpal law mto prnatc "I`0l1g"3,
or eml IDJUIICQ, and pubhc wrongs or cumes and

mlsderneanors IS not adrnlsslble ID Ol appllcable to,
the sy stem of Masonic Jurlsprudence In Masonry,

of a Masonnc law there IS not only sometunes an

mfrlngement of the rxghts of an lndnxdual but

alway s, superlnduced upon thxs a breach and vxo-

latlon of pubhc rxghts and dutxes whxch affect the

whole eommumty [of the Order] consldered as a

eommumty" and thus IS the very defimtxon of a

erxme, as glven by Slr Wllharn Blackstone *

When a Mason transgresses one of the laws of

hls country he commxts a wrong which according
to xts enol mxty and the effect which xt has on prlvato
or pubhc I`lglltS wlll ln the language of the mum

cxpal law be denommated an m_]ury a mlsdemeanor,
or a crlme and he wxll ln a well ordered state re

' Bucxsrou: B III.chap.i.
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ceive the punishment which is due to the character

of the offence that he has committed. If the injury
be simply one committed against an individual, the

court will look only to the amount of injury done

to the individual, and will require no compensation
for wrong done to the state.

But although the tribunals of the country may
have inflicted adequate punishment, so far as the

oifended law of the state is concerned, a Mason is

still liable to further punishment from the Order,
of which he is a member. And this punishment will

be determined, not simply by the amount of injury
done to the individual, but also on the principle
that some wrong has likewise been done to the

Order; for it is a settled axiom of Masonic law,
that every oH`cnce which a Mason commits is an in-

jury to the whole fraternity, if in nothing else, at

least in this, that the had conduct of a single mem-

ber rcilects discredit on the whole institution. And

this idea appears to have been early entertained,
for we 'find one of the articles of the old Gothic

Constitutions declaring that a Mason shall harbor

no thief or thief's retainer, lest the craft should come

to shame. And again, in the same document, the

Master is directed to guard his Apprentice against
the commission of perjury, and all other oH`ences,
by which the craft may be brought to shame. The

shame, therefore, that is brought upon the institu-

tion by the misdeeds of its members, is an impor-
tant element to be considered in the consideration

of every Masonic offence. And hence too, in view
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of the publxc xn_}ury that every Mason mihcts upon
the Masonxc commumty when he trausgresses the

mumcxpal law, we arnve at the prlncxple that all

penal offences are crlmes ln Masonry That IS to

say that all prxvate wrongs to an xndlvldual are

publle wrongs to the Order

There ls however a d1v1s1on of Masonlc oR'ences

whlch IS well worthy of notxce, for as the c1v1l

law made a dlstmctlon between the guns prceoepta,
or precepts of the law, whlch were wlthout any

temporal pumshment, and the _puns regulae or rules

of law, whlch were accompanxed wlth a penalty so

the laws of Masonry may be dxvlded lnto dzrectwe

precepts and penal 'regulatzo'/ur thc former bexng ac

companled wlth no specliied pumshment and the

latter always contalmng a penal sanctlon Of the

latter, no example need be at present adduced but

of the former we wxll 'dnd a well known lnstance

ID the old Charges approved ln 1722 where xt IS sald

that every Mason ouffht to belong to a Lodge whlle

no penalty IS ailixed for a vlolatlon of the precept
The dxrectlve precepts of the Order are to be

found partly ln the old Constntutlons and partly ln

the rltual where they are constantly occurrlng as

mdlcatxons of what should be done or omitted to

form the character of a true and trusty Mason As

they constitute rather the ethxcs than the law of

Masonry, they can be consxdered ln the present
work only mcldentally and so far as rn partlcular
cases they are connected wlth or as they xllustrate
a penal regulatron
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The first class of crimes which are laid down in

the Constitutions, as rendering their perpetrators
liable to Masonic jurisdiction, are offences against
the moral law. "

Every Mason," say the old Charges
of 1722, "is obliged by his tenure to obey the moral

law." Now, this moral law is not to be considered

as confined to the decalogue of Moses, within which

narrow limits the ecclesiastical writers technically
restrain it, but rather as alluding to what is called

the lea: naturw, or the law of nature. This law of

nature has been defined by an able, but not recent

writer on this subject, to be "the will of God, re-

lating to human actions, grounded on the moral

differences of things; and because discoverable by
natural light, obligatory upon all mankind." This

is the " moral law," to which the old Charge already
cited refers, and which it declares to be the law of

Masonry. And this was wisely done, for it is evi-

dent that no law less universal could have been

appropriately selected for the government of an in

stitution whose prominent characteristic is its uni-

versality. The precepts of Jesus could not have

been made obligatory on a Jew ; a Christian would

have denied the sanctions of the Koran ; a Moham-

medan must have rejected the law of Moses; and a

disciple of Zoroaster would have turned from all to

the teachings of his Zeud Avesta. The universal

' Gnovl, System of Hum] Philosophy, vol. li. p. 122. Loudm, 1749.

Dr. Comrnnnr says, that "the law or religion of nature ll so called.

either because it lsfounded in the reason or nature of things; orelse be

cause it is diswvered to us in the use and exercise of those facilities whicl

we enjoy."-Dq'eru>e qf Revealed Religion, p 11.

,__
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law of nature, which the authors of the old Charges
have properly called the moral law, because it is, as

Conybeare remarks, "
a perfect collection of all

those moral doctrines and precepts which have a

foundation in the nature and reason of things," is

therefore the only law suited, in every respect, to

be adopted as the Masonic code.

Writers on this subject have given to this great
moral law of nature three characters, which make it

still more appropriate as a system for the govern-
ment of a universal, ancient and unchangeable insti-

tution ; for it is said in the first place to be eternal,
having always existed-an "

mternum quiddam," as

Cicero calls it-an eternal something, coeval with

God. Next, it is universal ; all mankind, of every

country and religion, being subject to it, whence

the Roman historian appropriately calls it "jus
hominum," or the law of men. And lastly, it is im-

mutable, which immutability necessarily arises from

the immutability of God, the author of the law.

This moral law of nature being the code adopted
for the government of the Masonic fraternity, it is

proper that some inquiry should be 'made into the

nature of the duties which it enjoins, and the acts

which it prohibits.
°

And, in the first place, the very existence of the

law implies the existence of a Supreme Power, who

must have enacted it, and of a responsibility to him

for obedience to it. And hence the same charge
which commences by declaring that a Mason is

bound to obey the moral law, continues the preccpt
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by asserting, that if he rightly understands the art,
he will never be a stupid atheist, nor an irreligious
libertine. Atheism, therefore, which is a rejection
of a Supreme, superintending Creator, and irreli-

gious libcrtinism, which, in the language of that day,
signified a denial of all moral responsibility, are

oH`ences against the moral law, because they deny
its validity and contcmn its sanctions; and henée

they are to be classed as Masonic crimes. This is

the only point of speculative theology with which

Masonry interferes. But here it is stern and un-

compromising. A man must believe in God, and

recognize a moral responsibility to him, or he can-

not be made a Mason ; or, if being made, he subse-

quently adopts these views, he cannot remain in the

Order.

Again: the moral law inculcates love of God,
love of our neighbor, and duty to ourselves.* Each

of these embraces other incidental duties which are

obligatory on every Mason. Thus, the love of God

implies that we should abstain from all profanity
and irreverent use of his name. The being whom

we truly lovc,'we cannot treat with disrespect. 1

know indeed of no oifence more directly opposed to

the whole spirit of the institution than a profane
* It is singular how, without any concert, the writers on natural law

arrive at precisely the same results which are to he found in onroid Charges
and Constitutions and ritual precepts. Gnov: says, "The three prime
iaws dcducible from hence are the love o( God, the love of our fellowereaf

tures, and the regular management of our seltlove."-Mor. PML ii. 190.

Now, compare this with the Charge to an Entered Apprentice: "There are

three great duties which as Masons you are charged to iuculcate-to Gvd.

you neighbor, and yeurselt"-Wana, p. 45.
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use of that holy name, which is the most important
feature of the system of Masonry, as the all-pervad-
ing symbol of that Divine truth which it is the pro-
fessed object of every Mason to discover. Profanity
in a Mason, therefore, while it is an insult to the

majesty of our Maker, is also an irreverence for the

religious design of the Masonic science, and as such

is a Masonic crime.

Universal benevolence, which Bishop Cumberland

calls " the prime law of nature," is the necessary re-

sult of love of our neighbor. Cruelty to one's in-

feriors and dependents, uncharitableness to the poor
and needy, and a. general misanthropical neglect of

our duty as men to our fellow, beings, exhibiting
itself in extreme selfishness and indifference to the

comfort or happiness of all others, are offences

against the moral law, and therefore Masonic crimes.

Job, in one of lis affecting remonstranccs, has

beautifully enumerated the vices which ilow from a

want of sympathy with our fellow-beings, any one

of which would,,if committed by a Mason, be a. fit-

ting cause for the exercise of Masonic discipline.
" If I have withheld the poor from their desire, or

have caused the eyes of the widow to fail ; or have

eaten my morsel myself alone, and the fatherless

have not eaten thereof ; if I have seen any perish
for want of clothing, or any poor without a. cover-

ing ; if his loins have not blwsed mc, and he were

not warmed with the fleece of my sheep, then let
evil overtake me."*

' Job. chap. xxxi. 16-20.

22
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Justice, which the civil law defines to oe
"

a cor.

stant and prevailing desire to give every one his

just due,"* is another necessary result of love of our

neighbor. As one of the cardinal virtues, the can-

didate is instructed in the ritual of the first deyee
"never to deviate from its minutest principles."
Injustice, therefore, in every form in which one man

can do wrong to another, is a violation of the moral

law, and a Masonic crime.

Lastly, from our duty to ourselves result all those

virtues, the practice of which enables us to discharge
the obligations we owe to society, our family, and

our friends. In neglecting this duty, by abusing
the bounties of Providence, by impairing our faeul

ties, by irregularity, and debasing our profession by
intemperance, we violate the moral law, and are

guilty of Masonic crime.

Next to violations of the moral law, in the cate-

gory of Masonic crimes, are to be considered the

transgressions of the municipal law, or the law of

the land. The ju'ists divide a'l wrongful acts into

two classes--mala. in se and vala prohibita. A

malum in se-an evil in itself-is that which is uni-

versally acknowledged to be such among all civilized

men. It is, in fact, a violation of the moral law of

nature. Of this class are murder, theft, and similar

crimes. A malum prohilritum-a prohibited evil-

is that which has been conventionally made so by
the enactment of the law; so that what is mnlum

' " Jirstilin est constans et perpetxm voluntas jim sunm clnque tribnendi "- -

/HAL I. 1.
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prohibilum in one country, is no evil at all in

another. Such, are violations ofthe game laws in

England, or the selling of liquor without a license.

Now, of course all mala in se are crimes in Masonic

jurisprudence, because they are violations ot' the

moral law. But mala prohibila are not necessarily
so, and would not be considered as such, if it were

not for the relation that the laws of Masonry bear

to the laws of the land. Obedience to constituted

authority is one of the first duties which is impres-
sed upon the mind oi' the candidate,* and hence he

who transgresses the laws of the government under

which he lives, violates the teachings of the Order,
and is for this cause justly obnoxious to 'Masonic

punishment.
It may appear at first sight to be a violation of

the great principles of justice to punish a man a.

second time for the same offence, and it may there-

fore be supposed that when a Mason has once under~

gone the penalty of the laws of his country, he

should not be again tried and punished in his Lodge
for the same crime. But this is not the theory upon
which Masonic punishment is indicted in such cases.

When a Mason violates the laws of his country, he

also commits a Masonic crime; for, by his wrong

doing, he not only transgresses the Masonic law ot'

obedience, but he also "

brings shame upon the

' " In the state,ynu are to be a quiet and peaceful subject, true to youu

govemmcnt. and just to your country ; you are not to countenance dislnyalt)
nr rebellion, but patiently submit to legal authority, and conform with cheer

fulnms to the govemment of the county in which you live."-Charge lu dl

Ehlemd Ama-cutiies. Wana, p. 45.
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craft." Of this crime the laws of the country take

no cognizance , and it is for this alone that he is to

be tried and punished by a. Masonic tribunal.

And from this arises an important principle of

Masonic law. If A shall have been tried and con-

victed of a crime in the courts of his country,
charges may be preferred against him in his Lodge
for conduct unilecoming a Mason ; and on thc trial

it will not be necessary to introduce testimony to

prove the commission of the act, as was done in the

temporal court. It will be suilicient to adduce evi-

dence of his conviction, and the fact of this convic

tion will be alone a good reason to -render him

obnoxious to a Masonic penalty. He has, by thc

conviction, brought "shame upon the craft," and for

this he shall be punished. It is true that there may
be cases in which it is apparent that the conviction

in thc court was an unjust one, or there may be pal-
liating circumstances, which, without affecting the

results in law, would tend greatly to mitigate the

heinousness of the transaction. But the burthen of

showing these palliating or mitigating features will

lie upon the accused. Unless he can show cause to

the contrary, he must be punished for having, by
his bad conduct, brought censure and reproach on

the fraternity!
* " Mums," said the Grand Ontcrof Texas. (Bm. Juns B. Lin-xxx)

Ill 1856, " should so live and act as to be far above the taint of moral rv

prmch. and their course should be such as to reflect bright lustre upon the

principles they profess, that our institution may increase in the esteem of the

good, and an ctemal silence he imposed on the envenomed tongue of iguo
rant und malicious opposition." It is for dhiobedienaa to this wholeoui

precept that the wrong-doing Mason must be punished.



nsomc cnnnzs 9

But these remarks are only applicable to CODVIC

tions of crimes whlch are of an infamous or igno-
mlmous character for, where the oR`euce IS not

against the moral law, but is simply a malum pro-

hzlntum, or IS not of such a nature as to bring with

lt loss of reputation to the offender, then the Ma

sonic Order will, in most cases, be satisfied that the

courts shall vmdlcate themselves, and will not inter-

fere, except 1n speclal instances to exercise Masonic

Jurisdiction Thus, ln the 1ns,tance of a simple as-

sault, in retallation for injurious words, where one

party only IS a Mason, althouffh the municipal law

wlll not consider any words as a _]ust1ficat1on,and

1nfamous,no the punishment 1g'nom1n1ous,and the

character of the Order does not need to be v1nd1

cated the Lodge wlll not take cogmzance of the

act The simple rule is, that where the crime is not

against the moral, as well as the municlpal law the

Order will not exercise Jurisdiction over the offend

er, unless 1* is required for the vlndlcatlon ol the

character of the institution, affected through the

wrong doing of one of its members

Again the Order will take no cogmzance of

ecclesiastleal or political offences And th1s arises

from the very nature of our society, which eschews

all controversles about natloual religion or state

policy * hence apostasy, heresy and schlsms, al

though considered in some governments as heinous

oH`ences, and subject to severe punishment, cannot

' SeMheChargesof1722 vi 2 anlep 64
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become the foundation of a charge in a. Masonic

Lodge.
Treason and rebellion also, because they are alto-

gether political offences, cannot be inquired into by
a Lodge; and although a Mason may be convicted

of either of these acts in the courts of his country
he cannot bc masonically punished ;' and notwith

standing his treason or rebellion, his relation to the

Lodge, to use the language of thc old Charges.

remains indei`easible.*

Lastly, in reference to the connection of the laws

of the land, with those of Masonry, it must be stated

that an acquittal of acrime by a temporal cou't

does not relieve a Mason from an inquisition into

the same otfcnce by his Lodge ; for acquittals may
be the result of some technicality of law, or other

cause, where, although the party is relieved from

legal punishment, his guilt is still manifest in the

eyes of the community ; and if the Order were tobe

controlled by the action of the courts, the character

of the institution might be injuriously affected by
its permitting a man who had escaped without honor

from the punishment of the law, to remain a mem-

ber
_

of the fraternity. In the language of the

Grand Lodge of Texas,
"

an acquittal by a jury,
while it may, and should, in some circumstances,

' This doctrine is explicitly set forth in the old Charges approved in 1722,

chap. ii. Bee mile p.56. The wisdom of this Regulation will be apparent
when we consider that if treason and rebellion were Masonic crimes, almost

every Mason ln the United Colonies, in 1776. would have been subject to ex-

pulsion, and every Lodge to n thrii-ilure of its wnnnnt hy the Grand I/idgcl
07 Englaiid and Scotland, 'under whose jurisdiction they were at the time
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have its inlluence in deciding on the course to be

pursued, yet has no binding force in Masonry. We

decide on our own rules, and our own view of the

facts/'*

The last class of crimes which are cognizable by
a Masonic tribunal, are violations of the Landmarks

and Regulations of the Order. These are so nume-

rous that space cannot be aH`orded for even a bare

catalogue. Reference must be made only to a few

of the most important character.

A disclosure of any of the secrets which a Mason
" has promised to conceal and never reveal," is a.

heinous crime, and one which the monitorial lec-

ture of the first degree expressly says, "would sub-

ject him to the contempt and detestation of all good
Masons."'l-

Disobedienec and want of respect to Masonic su-

periors, is an offence for which the transgressor
subjects himself to punishmentl

The bringing of "private piques or quarrels" into
the Lodge is strictly forbidden by the old Charges,
and the violation of this preccpt is justly considered

as a Masonic offence.

A want of courtesy and kindness to the brethren,§
* Rep. of Com. on Grievances and Appeals of G. L. of Texas. 1856.

Proc. vol. ii. p. 273.

1- Wann, p. 42.

1 " These mlers and governors, supreme and subordinate, of the ancient

Lodge, are to be obeyed in their respective stations by all the brethren ...~

with all humility, reverence, love and nlacrity."-Charges qf 1722, chap. lv

anle p. 67.

§
"

Every Hasan shall cultivate brotherly love."-Old }?rrk Consliluliovu

mint 1. The doctrine is constantly taught in all the old Constitutions.
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speaking calnmniously of one behind his baek,* or

in any other way attempting to injure him,1" is each

a. violation of the precepts of Masonry, and should

be made the subject of investigation.
Striking a Mason, except in selfidefeuee, is a

heinous transgression of the law of brotherly love,
which is the foundation of Masonry. It is not,

therefore, surprising that the more serious oifenee

of duelling among Masons has been specitically con-

demned, under the severcst penalties, by several

Grand Lodges.
The ancient Installation Charges in the time of

James Il., expressly prohilit a Mason from doing
any dishonor to the wife or daughter of his brother ;I
but it is scarcely necessary to remark that still

higher authority for this prohibition may be found

in the ritualistic Landmarks of the Order.

Gambling is also declared to be a Masonic offence

in the old Charges.§
As I have already said, it would be possible, but

hardly necessary, to extend this list of Masonic

oiiences against the Constitutions and Regulations
of the Order. They must be learned from a dili-

* " Ira Mason live amias, or slanda.-r his brother, so as to bring fl 1- can

to shame, be shall have no further maintenance among the brethren."-

Ibid, point 10. .

1 " A Mason shall not deny the work of a hrotberor tellow, but elm!! deal

honestly and tmly by him."-Ibid, art. 12.

3
" Ye shall not take your t`ellow's wife in villuiny, nor dellower his daugb

ter or servant, nor put him to diswomhip."-Anc. Inst. Charges, 5. Set

ante p. 50.
'

§
" A Mason must be no common player attho cards. dice. ar banrd '-~

Anr:ie-it Charges al Makings, 8 ; ante p. 51.
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gent perusal of these documents and the study of

the Landmarks and rltualnstlc observances It IS

suilicleut to say that whatever IS a vlolatlon of

fidehty to solemn engagements s. neglect of pre~

prxnclple of fnendshlp morality and brotherly love

ns a Masomc crune and renders the offender llable

to Masomc pumshment.

' 1

'

7

scribed duties, or a, transgression of the cardinal
. .

S
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CHAPTER Il'

,flasanvtz Duuisymultl.

Tun object of all punishment, according to the

jurists, is twofold : to vindicate the offended majesty
of the law, and to prevent its future violation by
others, through the impressive force of example.
In reference to this latter view, it is reported of

Lord Mansfield that on a certain occasion he said,
"A man is not hung because he has committed a.

larceny, but he is hung that larcenies may not be

committed." This is perhaps the most humane and

philosophical principle on which the system of

punishments can be founded. To punish merely as

a satisfaction to the law, partakes too much of the

nature of private retaliation or revenge, to be worthy
of a statesmanlike policy.

But ir the theory of Masonic punishments, an-

other element is to be added, which may readily
be ccf 'ectured from what has already been said

on thc su`n_]ect of crimes in the last chapter. Pun-

ishment in Masonry is inflicted that the character

of the institutinn may remain unsullied, and that

the unpunished crimes of its members may not



masonic ruuxsnunsrs. 515

injurionsly reflect upon the reputation of the whole

society.
The right, on the part of the Masonic Order, to

inflict punishment on its members, is derived from

the very nature of all societies. " Inasmuch," says
President Wayland,*

"
as the formation of a society

involves the idea of a moral obligation, each party
is under moral obligation to fultill its part of the

contract. The society is bound to do what it has

promised to every individual, and every individual

is bound to do what he has promised to the society."
It is this mutual obligation which makes a violation

ofa purely Masonic law a penal offence, and which

gives to the Lodge the right of imposing the penalty.
Protection of the good and punishment of the bad,
are a part of the contract entered into bythe Order,
and each of its members. »

But the nature of the punishment to be inflicted

is restricted within certain limits by the peculiar
character of the institution, vhieh is averse to some

forms of penalty, and by the laws of the land, which

do not give to private corporations the right to im-

pose certain species of punishment.
'1'he inilietion of fines or pecuniary penalties has,

in modern times at least, been considered as cou-

trary to the genius of Masonry, because the sauc-

tions of Masonic law are of a higher nature than

any that could be furnished by a pecuniary penalty.
The imposition of a fine for transgression of duty,
would be a tacit acknowledgment of the inadequacy
' Elements of Moral Science, p. 335.
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of those sanctions, and would hence detract from

their solcmnity and binding'naturc.*
Imprisonment and corporal punishment are equally

adverse to the spirit of the institution, and are also

prohibited by the laws of the land, which reserve

the intliction of such penalties for their own

tribunals.

Masonic punishments are therefore restricted to

the expression of disapprobation, or the deprivation
of Masonic rights, and may be considered under the

following heads :

1. Csnsuns ;
2. Rsrnmnnn;
3. EXCLUSION;
4. SUSPENSION, Dsnnrrn or INDEFINITE ;
5.` ExrU1.s1oN.

To each of these a distinct section must be

allotted.

SEUFION I.

nnsouic csnsunn.

in the canon law, ecclesiastical censure was a

penalty which carried with it a deprivation of com-

munion, or, in the case of clergymen, a prohibition
to exercise the sacerdotal oiiiee.

But in Masonic law, it is the mildest form of

punishment that can be inflicted, and may be de-

fined to be a formal expression of disapprobation,
' Except lnasingle article oftheGothlc Conatitutionsof 9Z6,Idonot|ind

In any of the old Constitutions, Regulations and Charges, the remotes! refer

ance tn a pecuniary penalty for the bmmzh of any Masonic duty.

-1-



REPRIMAND

wnthout other result than the eH'ect produced upon
the feehngs of hxm who IS censured

Phe censure of u member for any vlolatlon of

dutv 18 to be adopted ID the form of a resolution,
whxch slmply expresses the fact that the Lodge dxs-

approves of hls conduct 111 the particular act It

may be adopted by a bare ma_]or1ty and efects no

depnvatmn of Masonlc rlghts or M380HlC standlng
Inasmuch however as xt 18 a penalty mfhcted for

an oifence although a very lxght one, lt 18 due to

comlty and the prmclples of _yustlce that the party

be notlned of the fact that he may have an oppor-

tuulty to defend h1I11S6lf A member, therefore,
w1sh1ng to propose a vote of censure, should always
glve notxce of the same, or what amounts to the

same thlng the resolution of censure should never

be proposed and acted on at the same m otmg
It IB competent for any member, 111 the same way,

and on notxce gxven to move the rewocatlon of a

vote of censure , and the Lodge may, at any regu
lar commumcatxon, reverse such a. vote It IS al

ways 1n the power of a Lodge to retrace its steps
when an act of 1D_]I13t106 IS to be redrcssed

SEUPIONII

nnrnlnaxn

Puprlmand IB the next grade of Masomo pumsh
ment and may be defined as a severe reproof for

wome fault formally communicated to the offender

. 517

towards whom the censure is to be directed should
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It diners from censure in this, that censure is

simply the expression of an opinion in relation to

certain conduct, while reprimand is an actual punish-
ment inflicted on the oH`endcr by some oliicer ap-

pointed for that purpose.

Censure, as I have already said, may be expressed
on a mere motion, and does not demand the forms

of trial, although the party against whom it is pro-

posed to direct the censure should always have an

opportunity of defending his conduct, and of oppos-

ing the motion for censure.

But reprimand cannot be predicated on a mere

motion. It must be preceded by charges and a

trial. I suppose, however, that a mere majority
will be competent to adopt a sentence of reprimand.

Reprimand is of two kinds, private and public-
the latter of which is a higher grade of punishment
than the former. Private reprimand is generally
communicated to the offender in the form of a let-

ter. Public reprimand is given orally in the Lodge,
and in the presence of all the brethren. The mode

and terms in which the rcprimand is to be communi-

cated are of course left to the discretion of the

executive otiiccr; but it may be remarked that no

additional ignominy should be found in the language
in which the sentence of the Lodge is communicated.

The punishment consists in the fact that a repri-
mand has been ordered, and not in the uncourteous

terms with which the language of that reprimand
may bc clothed. But under particular circumstances

the Master may find it expedient to dilute upor
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the nature of the offence which has incurred the

reprimand
The Master of the Lodge rs the proper person to

whom the execution of the reprimand should be

nntrusted

Lastly a reprxmand does not aifect the Masomc

standmg of the person reprxmanded

SEUFIONIH

sxc1.UsroN

In the Grand Lodge of England the word em

cluszon IS techmcally used to express thc act of re-

movmg a Mason from a prrvate Lodge, by the act

of the Lodge ltself or of a Provmcxal Grand Lodge,
while eaxpulsum IS employed to Elglllfy thc same act

when performed by the Grand Lodve * But ln thus

country, thxs use of the word IS not known

Excluszon under the Amerlcan law of Masonry,

rights and benefits of Masonry, so far as they relate

to any partxcular Lodge but not to the whole fra.

termty It is of two kxnds, temporary and perma-
nent each of whlch must be separately consldered

1 Temporary Ewcluston A vlolatxon of the

rules of order and dccorum exther 1n a member or

vrsltor, subjects such odender to the penalty of ex

' The tern' expelled ls used only when a brother is removed from the

eral! by the Grand lodge In n dxstnct Grand Lodge or upon removal ol

a brother from n private Lodge the term excluded only is appl cable.

Cbnsl 0 l..¢'England 1847 pa.ge67 now.

.

,
_

I

. ¢

D
.

I .

may he briefly defined to be a. deprivation of the
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clusion for that communication from the Lodge.
It may be inflicted either by a vote of a. majority
of the Lodge, or, as is more usually done, by the

exercise, on the part of the Master, of his preroga-

tive; for the Master of every Lodge has the inhe-

rent privilege to exclude any person from visiting
the Lodge, or remaining during the communication,
if his presence would be productive of injury to the

Order, by impairing its harmony or affecting its

peaceful pursuit of Masonic labor. If a Mason,
whether he be a member or a visitor, apply for ad-

mission, the Master, if he knows or believes that

the admission of the applicant would result in the

production of discord, may exclude him from en-

trance ; and this prerogative he exercises in virtue

of being the superintendent of the work. But this

prerogative has already been discussed in preced-
ing pages of this work, to which the 'reader is

referred.*

If a member or visitor shall behave in an unbe-

coming and disorderly manner, he may be excluded

for that communication, either by the Master or the

Lodge. The Master possesses the power of exclu-

sion on such an occasion, under the prerogative to

which reference has just been made; and the Lodge
possesses the same right, by the especial sanction

of the ritual, which, at the very opening of the

Lodge, forbids all "immoral or unmasonic conduct,
whereby the peace and harmony of the Lodge may
be impaired, under no less a penalty than the by-

°See¢mlep20B,andp.348
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laws may impose, or a majority of the brethren

present see ht to inflict."

The command of the Master, therefore, or the
vote of a majority of the Lodge, is sullicient to in-

flict the penalty of temporary exclusion. The forms
of trial are unnecessary, because thcinfiiction of the

penalty does not affect the Masonic standing of the

person upon whom it is imiicted. An appeal, how-

ever, always lies in such cases to the Grand Lodge,
which will, after due investigation, either approve
or disapprove of the action of the Lodge or the

Master, and the vote of censure or disapprobation
will bc, of course. from the temporary nature of the

penalty, the only redress which n. Mason, injured by
its wrongful infiiction, can obtain.

2. Permanent Exclusion.-'1`lis penalty is, in this

country, only iniiicted for non-payment of arrears,

and is more usually known as the act of striking
from the roll. There are a few Grand Lodges
which still permit the punishment of suspension to

be inflicted for non-payment of arrears; but the

good sense of the fraternity is rapidly leading to

the conclusion, that the infiiction of such a penalty
in these cases-a penalty severing the connection

of the delinquent with the whole Order, for an

oience committed against a particular Lodge-an
offence, too, involving no violation of the moral law,
and which is, in many instances, the result rather of

misfortune than of a criminal disposition-is op-

pressive, and altogether opposed to the equitable
and benign principles- of the Masonic institution.
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Hence erasure from the roll, or, in other words, per
manent exclusion, is now beginning to be considered

as the only adequate punishment for an omission

to pay the annual tax imposed by every Lodge on

its members.*
,

I say that suspension is an oppressive and inade-

quate penalty for the offence of non-payment of

dues, and it is perhaps proper that this position, as

it is contrary to the practical views of a few Grand

Lodges, should be maturely examined.

This striking of names from a Lodge roll is alto-

gether a modern practice, taking its rise since the

modern vrganization of permanent Lodges. In

ancient times, Lodges were temporary associations

of Masons for special and limited purposes. Ori-

ginally, as Preston informs us,
"

a sullicient number

of Masons, met together within a certain district,
with the consent of the sheriif or chief magistrate
of the place, were empowered to make Masons, and

practise the rights of Masonry without warrant of

constitution. "

Then, of course, there being no per-

manency of organization, there were no permanent
members, and consequently no payment of arrears,

and no striking from the roll. It was only after

" Thus, the Gmnd Lodge of South Carollna.,in 1845, adopted a regulation,
declaring that " the penalty of expulsion for non-payment of arrears is abm

gated by this Grand Lodge, and the only punishment to he hereafter inflicted

for such delhlcntion shall be n discharge from membership." And the Own-

stitution of the Grand lodge of New York (1854) prescribes, that "
swears

for one year's dues mall sulriect a member to be stricken from the mll ol his

budge ; ..... and the member uhnll thereupon become um-ellilintcd ; but

no uct of censure, suspemxion or expulsion, shall be pronounced thereon for

nonpayment of dues only."
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1717 that all these tlllIl"S were xntroduced, and as

Lodges pay some contrlbutlon to the Grand Lodge
f0l each of the11 members xt IS evldent as well as

from other palpable leasons that a member who

refuses or neglects to support the general Lodge
fund wxll become pecumarlly onerous to the Lodge
Stlll the non payment of arrears IS only a. vrolatlon

of a speelal voluntary obhgatxon to a partlcular
Lodge and not ot' any general duty to the fxater

mty at large The punishment therefore lntllcted

(lf 1t 15 to be eonsndered at all as a pumshment)
should be excluslon or erasure from the roll which

only affects the relatxons of the o8`ender wlth hrs

own Lodge and not suspensron whlch would atfect

his relatxons with the Whole Order Whose moral

code he has not vxolated

Does strlkmv from the roll then lmpalr the

general rxghts of a Mason 'I Are 1ts etfects even ln

a IIl0dl§0d form snmllar to those of SUSPLDSIOD or

expulslon and IS hls standlng ln the Order atfected

by the erasure of hrs name? Bro W M Perkxns

the late able Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of

Loulslana, Wrltlng on thls sub]ect ln hls annual ad

dress ln 1858 smd, that strlkmg hxs name from

the roll of the members of the Lodge, under a by
law, does not affect a brother s standmg ln the fra

ternxty nor debar lum from any of the prlvlleges of

Masonry except that of membershlp ln the partrcu
lar Lodge *

I cordlally concur with BIO Perkms ln tlns vlew

' Proc G Lot' Lomsiana 18a8 Grand Masters Address
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I cannot for a. moment suppose that a transgression
of the by-laws of a particular Lodge, involving no

moral turpitude, and violating no general law of the

Order, can have any effect on the relations of the

transgressor with the Order. He who is excluded

from membership in his Lodge, for not complying
with the rule which levies a. tax upon him, loses, of

course, his membership in that Lodge; but his mem-

bership in the great body of the craft, against
whom he has committed no offence, still remains

unimpaired.
But he loses something. He is, to a certain ex

tent, shorn of his Masonic privileges; for he for-

feits the right of membership in his own Lodge, and

with it all the other rights which are consequent on

such membership. And hence the question naturally
arises, can he _be deprived of this right of member-

ship-can his name be stricken from the roll-by
the mere operation of a by-law, without any form

of trial, and without any opportunity for defence or

explanation ?

Now, to say nothing of the injustice which is in

many instances perpetrated when a Mason is stricken

from the roll of his Lodge for non-payment of dues-

since the omission to pay may often arise from po-

verty, misfortune, excusable neglect, or other causes

beyond the control of the delinquent-to say no-

thing of all this-because the question here is not

as to the nature of the oifence, but as to the mode

in which punishment is to be inflicted-it follows,
from all the recognized principles of justice, iaw

. 
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and common sense, that the crime should be first

proved, and the accused be heard in his defence;
before judgment be pronounced against him.

The erasure of a member's name,.by the mere

operation of a by-law of his Lodge, without any

opportunity being given to him to explain or defend

his conduct-to offer reasons why the law should

not be enforced in his case, or to prove that he has

not violated its provisions, would, under any other

circumstances, and in relation to any other oifencc,
be at once admitted everywhere to be a most mani-

fest violation of all Masonic law and equity. If

the by-laws of a Lodge, for instance, prescribed
erasure for habitual intcmperance, and required the

Secretary to keep a record of the number of times

that each member exceeded the strict limits of so-

briety, who will dare to say that at any time, on

thc mere report of the Secretary that a member had

violated this by-law, and was habitually intemper-
ate, he should at once, without further action, and

by thc mere operation of the by-law in question, be

stricken from the roll of his Lodge ? _There is no

one who does not see the obvious necessity, in such

a case, of a charge, a summons, and a trial. To ex-

clude the worst member of a Lodge under such a

by-law, without these preliminary measures, would

be so fatal a violation of the principles of Masonry,
as justly to subject the Lodge to the severest repre-
hension of the Grand Lodge.

And yet the fact that the oifence is not intempe-
rance, but non-payment of arrears, does not in the
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slightest degree involve a difference of principle.
ldmit, for the sake of argument,* that the failure

to pay Lodge dues is in itself a Masonic offence, and

that a Lodge»is right to declare exclusion an appro-

priate punishment for its commission, still there

exists here, as in the more undoubted crime of

habitual drunkenness, as necessary elements to the

justice of the punishment, that there should be a

charge, a summons and a trial-that the defaulting
brother should have an opportunity to defend him-

self, and that the Secretary who accuses him should

be made to prove the truth of his charge, by thc

correctness of his accounts. It is the Magna Charta

of Masonic liberty "that no Mason can be punished
or deprived of any of the privileges of Masonry,
except upon conviction after trial ;" and to this, in

every other case, except non-payment of arrears,

there will not, I suppose, be a single dissenting
voice in the whole body of the craft. It is time

that, guided by the dictates of sound justice and

good common sense, this exception should no longer
be made. It is time that the Mason should no

longer be permitted to say, as a reproach to the

' I use this qualifying phrase, because it is evident, that in cases of po

verty, mishzrtnne, or other unavoidable inability, non-payment of arrears is

not a Masonic otlbnce, nor an cdence of any kind. And when it can be

proved that the omission topay adm from an intention to defraud the Lodge
of ils just dues, or from any similar cause, then a new offence is gencra!»cd_
of which the Lodge should take coguhnnce, under n distinct charge. In all

that has been here said of non-pnymentof dues, it in viewed simplyasa
debt, the obligation to discharge which is admitted, but the criminality of

not complying with which obligation is not always evident, nor necessarily
to be assumed.
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consistency pf our legal eode,,"I may lie, I may

steal, nay, I may commit murder, and my Lodge
will not. and dare not_ deprive me of my Masonic

privileges, except after a conviction derived from

an impartial trial; but if I omit to pay the Secre-

tary a few dollars, then, upon his mere report, with-

out any opportunity given me to show that the

omission was the result of ignorance, of poverty, of

sickness, or of misfortune, I may, without trial and

with no chance of defence, be visited with the se-

vere penalty of Masonic exclusion."

If, then, it be admitted, as I presume it will, that

expulsion or suspension cannot be inilicted without

trial, and that, simply because it is a punishment,
and because punishment should always follow, and

not' precede conviction, then to strike the name of a

member from the roll of his Lodge, would be

equally as illegal, unless he were called upon to

show cause why it should not be done. The one

principle is strictly analogous with the other. If

you cannot suspend without trial, neither can you
strike from the roll without trial. It is unneces-

sary, therefore, to extend the argument; but I sup-

pose that the postulate will be granted under the

general axiom, that no punishment whatsoever can

be inilicted without preliminary trial and oppor-

tunity for defence.

And therefore it may be laid down as Masonic

law, that no member should be stricken from the

roll of his Lodge, except after due notice given to

him, and opportunity afforded for defence; after
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which it is generallyheld, that a vote ofthe majority
will he sufiicient to put the by-law in force, and de-

clare the penalty of exclusion.

SECTIONIV.

susrzxsrox.

We have now arrived, in the course of our in~

vcstigations, at a class of punishments which affect

the standing in the Order of the persons upon whom

they are iniiicted. Of these the least, and therefore

the first to be considered, is suspension.
Suspension may be defined to be a temporary

privation of the rights and privileges of Masonry.
This privation may be for a fixed or an indetermi-

nate period, whence results thc division of this class

of punishments into two kinds-definite and indefi-

nite. The eifect of the penalty is, for the time that

it lasts, the same in both- kinds; but as there are

some differences in the mode in which restoration

to rights is to be effected in each, a separate con-

sideration will be required.
Dr~:r1Nrrs SUsPENsIoN.-By definite suspension, is

meant a deprivation of the rights and privileges of

Masonry for a Hxed period of time, which period is

always named in the sentence. By the operation
of this penalty, a Mason is for the time prohibited
from the exercise of all his Masonic privileges.
His rights are placed in abeyance, and he can

neither visit Lodges, hold Masonic communication,
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nor receive fraternal relief, dining the period for

which he has been suspended.
But he is still a Mason. By suspension, as by the

" relegatio
" ofthe Roman law, Masonic citizenship

is not lost, although the exercise of its rights and

duties is temporarily interdicted. And therefore,
as soon as the period limited by the sentence has

expired, the Mason at once resumes his former posi-
tion in the Order, and is reinvested with all his Ma.-

sonic rights, whether those rights be of a private or

of an oiiicial nature.

Thus, if an oiiicer of a Lodge has been suspended
for three months from all the rights and privileges
of Masonry, a suspension of his oiiieial functions
also takes place. But a suspension from the dis-

charge ofthe functions of an ofiice is not a depriva-
tion of the oiiice; and theretbre, as soon as the

three months to which the suspension had been

limited have ex]£red, the brother resumes all his

rights in the Order and the Lodge, and with them,
ofcourse, the office which he had held at the time

that the sentence of suspension had been iniiicted.

No sentence of suspension can be imposed upon

any Matson, except after the most solemn forms of

trial, and then only by the concurring vote of two-

thirds ofthe members present.
It is impossible to deiine, in it work on the gene~

ral principles of law, which is the nature and degree
of the oflenees for which suspension would be con-

sidered as an appropriate punishment. The Grand

Lodge of New York has declared that it is only t0

23
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be inflicted " where the offence is against some

police or temporary regulation of the fraternity]
If any rule is to be prescribed on the subject, this

is perhaps the best ; but in fact, the apportionment
of the punishment to the crime, in all violations of

the Masonic law. is to be left to the sound discre

tion of the Lodge which has tried the case.; and in

every trial there will, of necessity, appear many

qualifying circumstances peculiar to each transac-

tion, which must control and direct the court in its

intlietion of punishment.
Restoration from definite suspension may take

place in two ways. First, by a vote of the Lodge,
abridging the period of suspension and restoring the

party before the term of suspension has expired.
'1`his may be considered in the light of a pardon;
and this clemency it is the prerogative of the Lodge
to exercise, under the necessary restrictions that

the restoration is made at a regular communication

of the Lodge, and by a vote of two-thirds of those

present; for, as it required that number to impose
the sentence, it will not be competent for a less

number to reverse it. But due notice, at least one

month previously, should be given of the intention

to move for a restoration, because the reversal of a

sentence is an unusual action, and the members Will,

by such notice, be enabled to be present and to ex-

press their views, while a sudden motion, without

due notice, would take the Lodge by surprise, and

surprises are as contrary to the spirit of Masonic

as they are of Municipal law.
'

O

_--
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In the next place, and this is the -nost usual mode,
restoration from definite suspension results from the

natural expiration of the period fixed by the sen-

tence. 'I"'us, if on the lst day of January. a mem-

ber be suspended for three months, that is to say,
until the lst day of April, then on the lst of April,
he at once, and by the mere operation of the law,
becomes a restored Mason. No vote of the Lodge
is necessary; for its previous action, which had de-

clared him to be suspended until the lst of April,
included the fact that he was not to be suspended
any longer ;* and therefore, on the 2d of April, he

is, by the expiration of his sentence, in good stand-

ing. No vote of the Lodge is therefore necessary
to restore one, who has been definitely suspended, at

the expiration of his sentence; but he at once, by
the very terms of that sentence, takes his place as a

Mason restored to all his rights.
In former works, I had very elaborately con-

sidered the question, but it is scarcely necessary to

repeat, in this place, anything more than the gene-
ral conclusion ; and besides, I confess that there is

some difficulty in adducing arguments to prove that

suspension for three months means suspension for

three months, and no more. It is diiiicnlt to prove
all truisms. The ingenious logician may find it a

pleasant task to establish some doubtful thesis, but

an irksome one to prove that " white is white and

' Ezpressio fmius est emclusio allerius--the express mention of one

thing implies the exclusion of another. A sentence of suspension for three

mmlhsexclndestlnsideaofasnspexmionirevenndqylsnnger.
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black is black." The learned mathematician will

delight in demonstrating some abstrusc proposition,
out will scarcely know how to establish the fact

that "

things which are equal to the same thing, are

equal to each other." So is it equally tedious and

unsatisfactory to show, by special arguments, that

when the sentence of a Lodge is, that " A B shall

be suspended for three months," it means anything
more than that, at the expiration of the three

months, the suspension shall determine and cease.

Inner-'mire Suspension.-Indetinite suspension, as

the qualifying word imports, is a suspension for a

period not determined and fixed by the sentence,
but to continue during the pleasure of the Lodge.
In this respect' only does it differ from the preced-
ing punishment. The position of a Mason, under

definite or indefinite suspension, is precisely the

same as to the exercise of all his rights and privi-
leges, which in both eases remain in abeyance, and

restoration in each brings with it a, resumption of

all the rights and functions, the exercise of which

had been interrupted by the sentence of suspension.
There is, however, a shade of difference between

the two punishments-indefinite suspension being
inflicted for offences of a more aggravated nature

than those for which the penalty of definite sus-

pension is prescribed. It must, of course, be the

result of conviction, after due charges and trial, and

can only be inflicted by a vote of two-thirds of the

members present.
'

Restoration of an indefinitely suspended member
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is always by a resolution of the Lodge, and by a

vote of two-thirds. This seems to be an unquestion
able principle of law ; for when a member has been

indefinitely suspended, the very word "

indefinitely"
implies that he may, at any time thereafter, whether

it be one month or one year, be restored. No time

for his restoration is specified in the terms of the

sentence. He is indefinitely suspended-suspended
for an uncertain period-that is, dining the pleasure
of the Lodge. And therefore I hold, that at any
regular communication, it is competent for a mem-

oer to move for a restoration, which motion may be

adopted by a concurring vote of two-thirds of the

members present.
'

In this case no previous notice of the intention to

move for a restoration is necessary, because no

member has a right to plead, that by such a motion

he is taken by surprise. The very terms of the sen-

tence of indefinite suspension include the fact that

the sentence may, at any time, be terminated by the

action of the Lodge. Due notice of a regular com-

munication is supposed to be given to every mem-

ber; and the fact that it is a regular communication

is in itself a notice by the by-laws. The restoration

of a Mason, suspended for a dciinite period, before

the expiration of his term of sentence, is something
that no member has a right to expect; and there-

fore, as I have already said, a motion for such resto-

ration might act as a surprise. But a member

indefinitely suspended is suspended during the plea-
sure of the Lodge, and it is competent for the Lodge.
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at any time, to declare that such suspension shall

terminate. While, however, such is the legal prin-
ciple, it is not to be denied that Masonic eomity
should induce any member about to propose a mo-

tion for restoration, to give timely notice of his in-

tention to his brethren, and the restoration itself

will be of a much more honorable character when

thus made, attcr due notice, mature consideration,
and in a full Lodge, than when suddenly granted,
upon a moment's notice, and perhaps at a thinly
attended meeting.

Do the annual dues of a member under suspension
continue to accrue during his suspension? I should

say, clearly not. Dues are paid by members to their

Lodges for the enjoyment and exercise of certain

rights which pertain to membership. If the exer-

cise of these rights is prohibited, it seems but an

equitable conclusion that payment for the exercise

of the rights should be suspended with the suspen-
sion of the rights themselves. No man should be

made to pay for that which he docs not receive.

This view is practically adopted everywhere in

the case of indefinite suspension; for the Secretary
invariably abstains from continuing his account

with an indefinitely suspended member, and I see

no reason why a diH`erent rule should be adopted in

reference to members under definite suspension.
The two penalties diH`er only in respect to the ex-

tent of time for which they are inflicted, and in the

forms to be pursued in acquiring restoration. In

all other respects they are precisely alike, and are

to be governed by the same principles. p
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SECTIONV.

Exrunsxon.

Expulsion is the severest punishment that can be

inilicted on a delinquent Mason. If suspension 'finds

its similitude in the imprisonment, or rather, in the

banishment of the municipal law, expulsion may as

properly be compared to the punishment of death.

There is a remarkable coincidence between the sen-

tence of expulsion by Masonic authority and the

sentence of death by the law of the land, each of

which is " the most terrible and highest judgment"
in the respective judicaturcs.

" When it is clear,
beyond all dispute," says Blackstone,

" that the crimi-

nal is no longer iit to live upon the earth, but is to

be exterminated as a monster and bane to human so-

ciety, the law sets a note of infamy upon him, puts
him out of its protection, and takes no further care

of him than to see him executed. He is then called

attinctus, stained or b1aekened."* So, when the sen-

tence of expulsion is pronounced against a Mason,
his Masonic existence at once ceases; he is no longer
looked upon as a Mason-all communication with

him as such ceases, just as much as if he were actu-

ally dead. His testimony cannot be taken in a

Masonic trial-for, like the felon convicted of a

capital crime, he has been attainted, and rendered

infamous-his brethren can know him no more.

Expulsion is, in one word, Masonic death.

As this penalty is of so severe a nature, rupt'u'ing
' C'.|||lm"l}fl.l@, B. iv., ch. 29.
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all the ties which bind a Mason to the fraternity, it

is evident that it should only be inflicted for the

most heinous offences-offences which, in their na-

ture, affect the character, the well-being and the

safety of the whole society, and hence the Grand

Lodge of New York has very wisely ordered that

it shall only follow "
a gross violation of the moral

law, or the fundamental principles of Masonry, or

attempts against any part of the frame-work of its

government."* The penalty is not inflicted so much

as a punishment of the guilty person, as it is as a safe-

guard or security of the Order. The object is not

to reform an evil, but to prevent its iutluence on the

fraternity. A Mason who habitually transgresses
the moral code, or lives in constant violation ofthe

fundamental teachings of the Order, is to the so-

ciety, what a gangrenons limb is to the body. The

incurable wound, says the Roman poet, must be cnt

oif with the knife, lest the healthy part of the body
ne involved in the disease# And so the unworthy
Mason is to be expelled from the Order, lest his ex-

ample spread, and disease be propagated through
the whole constitution of Masonry. But,'in accord-

ance with this principle, expulsion should he inflicted

only for offences which affect the security and honor

of the whole Order. The remedy should never be

applied to transgressions of a subordinate natura
which neither deserve nor require its application.
' Const. G. L. of New York. § 47.

1
"
-1 immedlcabile vnlnns

Erse rccidendum: ae vars sincera tmlvuturf'-01n. Nfl. L. 190
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As this is a penalty which aifects the general re-

lations of the oifender to the whole body of the

craft, and cancels his connection with the Order, it

would seen reasonable that it should be inflicted

only by the supreme authority, and not by a sub-

ordinate Lodge. Henee, the modern Constitutions

of English Masonry declare, that " in the Grand

Lodge alone resides thepower of erasing Lodges,
and expelling brethren from the craft; a power
which it ought not to delegate to any subordinate

authority in England."*
In this country the same theory has always existed

and, hence, the Grand Lodges have constantly exer-

cised the prerogative of restoring expelled Masons

to the privileges of the Order, but practically, the

power of expelling has been vested in the subordi-

nate Lodges. And yet, as I have just observed, the

English theory is still retained. The subordinate

Lodge tries the accused, and if he is found guilty,
pronounces the sentence of expulsion; but this ac-

tion of the Lodge must be submitted to the Grand

Lodge, whose tacit confirmation is given, if there

be no appeal; but if there be one, the Grand Lodge
will then exercise its prerogative, and review the

case, confirming or reversing the sentence of expul
sion, as it may deem most proper.

In America, where nearly all the Grand Lodges
meet only annually, and where the jurisdiction is

often extended over a vast surface of territory, it

does seem expedient that the power of conditional

' Const G. I. o{Eng., W47, p. 23.

28*
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expulsion should be vested in subordinate Lodges,
but this power can only be a delegated one, for the

prerogative of expulsion from the craft was always
an inherent one, vested, by the very nature of the

institution, the rights of the members, and the na-

ture of the punishment, in the General Assembly.
The very fact, as I have elsewhere said,* that ex-

pulsion is a penalty, affecting the general relations

of the punished party with the whole fraternity,
proves that its unconditional and final exercise never

could, with propriety or justice, be entrusted to a

body so circumscribed in its authority as a subordi-

nate Lodge.
The principle ot' the law on this subject, appears

then to bc, in this country, that a subordinate Lodge
may try a delinquent and pronounce the sentence of

expulsion, but that that sentence must be confirmed

by the Grand Lodge, to make it final. This confir-

mation is generally given by a silent reception of

the report of the Lodge; but it is always competent
for a Grand Lodge, with, or without an appeal from

the punished party, to review the transaction, and

wholly or in part to reverse the sentence. But, by the

usages of the Order, the sentence of the Lodge will

stand until the Grand Lodge has given its decision.

An important question remains to be discussed,
which refers not only to the penalty of expulsion,
but also to that of suspension. Does suspension or

expulsion from a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons

a Council of Royal and Select Masters, or an Eu-

Ilexlcou of Freemasonry, Art. Erpulsion.
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campment of Knights Templar, carry with it, as a.

necessary consequence, suspension or expulsion from

symbolic Masonry? To this question, reason and

the general usages of the Order lead me, unhesi-

tatingly to reply, that it does not. The converse

of the proposition is however true, and suspension
or expulsion from a symbolic Lodge isnecessarily
suspension or expulsion from all the higher bodies.

The principle upon which this doctrine is based

is a very plain one. If the axe be applied to the

trunk of the tree, the branches which spring out of

it, and derive their subsistence through it, must die.

If the foundation be removed, the edifice must fall.

But a branch may be lopped off and the trunk will

still/ live; the cape-stone may be taken away, but

the foundation will remain intact. So, Symbolic
Masonry-the Masonry of the Lodge-is the trunk

of the tree-the foundation of the whole Masonic

edifice. The Masonry of the Chapter or the Coun-

cil is but the branch which springs forth from the

tree, and receives all its nourishment from it. It is

the cape-stone which finishes and ornaments the builds

ing that rests upon Symbolic Masonry. Hence there

is an evident dependence of the higher on the lower

degrees, while the latter are wholly independent of,
and may exist without the former.

Again; from the very organization of the two

institutions, a Chapter is not recognizable as a Ma-

sonic body, by a symbolic Lodge. A Master Mason

knows teclmically, nothing of a Royal Arch Mason.

In the language of the Order,
" hc may hear hini Sf

l_ __.i__
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to be, but he does not know him so to be," by any
of the modes of recognition used in Masonry.

" Wt

cannot conceive," say the Committee of Correspond
ence of the Grand Lodge of Texas," by what sort

of legerdemain a Lodge can take cognizance of the

transactions of a Chapter, an entirely independent
body/'* But Chapters, on the other hand, are neces-

sarily cognizant of the existence and the proceedings
of Lodges, for it is out of the Lodges that the Chap
ters are constructed. And, if a Master Mason were

expelled from the rights and privileges of Masonry,
and if this expulsion were not to be followed by a

similar expulsion frcm the Chapter, then all Master

Masons who should meet the expelled Mason in the

latter body, would be violating the law by holding
Masonic communication with him.

Lastly, under the present organization of Masonry,
Grand Lodges are the supreme Masonic tribunals

over all Master Masons, but exercise no jurisdiction
over Chapters, Councils or Eneampments. If, there

fore, expulsion from either of these bodies involved

expulsion from the Lodge, then the right of the

Grand Lodge to hear and determine causes, and to

regulate the internal concerns of the institution

would be interfered with, by an authority outside

of its organization, and beyond its control.

The law may, therefore, be explicitly stated in

* Proc. G. L. of Texas, 1854, vol. ii. p. 47.-" How can a Lodge or any

membcrofitlegallyknowwbathasbeendoneinaChapter7"... "A mem-

ber of a Lodge has no right to know on what charges a Royal Arch Muon

has been tried. Finally, how can n Master Mason only know a Royal Arch

Mason, as such, cu all I"-Jbid.



EXPUISION. 541

these terms: suspension or expulsion from a Chap-
ter, Council, or Encampment, does not involve a

similar sentence from a symbolic Lodge. But sus-

pension or expulsion from a Lodge, carries with it.,
ea: necessitate, suspension or exuulsion from every

higher degree.



_

UHAPTERIII.

lcstatattnu.

HAVING, in the two preceding chapters, treated

o' Masonic crimes, and of the punishments which

are imposed upon the perpetrators, we are next to

inquire into the method by which a mason senten-

ced to any punishment, which temporarily or per-

manently severs his connection with the Order, may
be reinstated into any or all of his former rights
and privileges.

Restoratzkm, as the reinstatement of an excluded,
suspended or expelled Mason to his rank in the

Order, is techinally called, may be the result of

either one of two entirely distinct processes. It

may be by an act of clemency on the part of the

Lodge, or the Grand Lodge, consequent upon, and

induced by the repentance and reformation of the

guilty individual. Or it may be by a. reversal of

the sentence of the Lodge, by the Grand Lodge, on

account of illegality in the-trial or injustice in the
verdict.

Restoration by the first method, which is ea: gratia,
or, as a favor, is to be granted on petition, while

restoration by the second method, which is e debita
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justitice, or as a debt of justice, is to be granted on

appeal. The two methods may, therefore, be briefly
distinguished as nzstoration on petdion and 'restora-

hkm on appeal.
In the consideration of this subject, each of these

methods of restoration will require to be occasion-

ally borne in mind.

In the case of permanent exclusion, or erasure

from the roll of the Lodge, the party is placed in a

peculiar position. He is no longer a member of

the Lodge, and, unless, on an appeal, he can prove
that he has been unjustly or unconstitutionally
stricken from the roll, he can be restored only upon

petition, and a unanimous acceptance, as in the

case of any other Mason applying for membership.
Membership having been justly forfeited, can only
be recovered under the Regulations of 1721, which

require one month's notice and unanimous consent.

Hence, when a member's name is stricken from

the roll, for non-payment of arrears, he cannot, by
the mere payment of the indebtedness, recover his

membership. He acquires, by this payment, a right
to a clearance and demit, but not to restored mem-

bership; for the exclusion was not a conditional one,

dependent on such payment for its termination, but

peremptory and unconditional. He was stricken

from the roll, and by that act ceased at once and

for ever to be a member of the lodge, as much so as

if he had demitted.

In the ease of definite suspension, as I have

already remarked, the termination of the period
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specified in the sentence is a termination, ipsofactq
of the suspension, and restoration takes place with-

out any further act on the part of the Lodge.
Restoration, on petition or appeal, may take place
at any time, by a vote of two-thirds of the mem-

bers, and after due notice given of the intention to

restore.

Restoration, from definite suspension, may also

be made by the Grand Lodge, on appeal, where the

act of the subordinate Lodge is reversed on account

of illegality, or wrongful judgment; and such resto-

ration, of course, annuls the suspension, and restores,
the party to his former position in the Lodge.

Restoration, from indefinite suspension, may also

take place in the same way, either on petition or

appeal. But, in this case, due notice is not abso-

lutely required of an intention to move for a resto-

ration, although, as I have already said, courtesy
should induce the mover to give notice. Of course,

no restoration, either from definite or indefinite

suspension, upon petition or appeal, can take place,
except at a regular meeting; for, as the sentence

must have been decreed at such meeting, the Masonic

rule forbids a special meeting to reverse the pro-

ceedings of a regular one.

Restoration from expulsion diH`ers from restora-

tion in the other cases, in several important par-

ticulars, which, as the subject is now exciting much

discussion among the Grand Lodges of this country.
rcquire a careful consideration.

_

In the 'first place it must be borne in mind, that
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expulsion completely severs the connection of the

expelled individual with the fraternity In the lan-

guage of Dr. Oliver,
" his Masonic status vanishes,

and he disappears from the scene of Masonry, as

completely as the ripple of the sea subsides after

the stately ship has passed over it." * This condi-

tion must be constantly remembered, because it has

an important influence on the effects of restoration.

On an application for 'restoration by petition, as

a favor,'on the showing that the party has repented
and reformed, that he has abandoned the criminal

course of conduct for which he was expelled, and

is now leading an irreproachable life, the Grand

Lodge may ea: gratia, in the exercise of its clemency,
extend a pardon and remit the penalty, so far as it

refers to expulsion from the Order. But in this

case, as there is no question of the original justice
of the sentence nor of the legality of the trial, the

pardon of the Grand Lodge will not and cannot

restore the brother to membership in the Lodge.
And the reason of this is plain. The act of the

Lodge is admitted to have been legal. Now, while

this act dissevered his connection with the Order,
it also cancelled his membership in the Lodge. He

is no longer a. member either of the Order or of the

Lodge. The Grand Lodge may restore him to the

former, it may restore him to his rights as a Mason,
° Institutes of Masonic Jurhprudence, p. 258: London, 1859. Of thi

wmk, which has just been issued by Bro. Srmcnn, I regret that I have rv

ceivcd from the publisher a copy, only while composing these last chapters.
Could I have had earlier access to it, it would have afforded mo much vahr

ul-le information on thu subject of English Zthsonlc law.
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but it must be as an unaliiliated one, because, hav

ing by this very act of clemency, admitted that he

legally and constitutionally lost his membership, it

cannot compel the Lodge to admit him again, con-

trary to its wishes, into membership, for no man can

be admitted a member of a Lodge, without the

unanimous consent of all present. Nor can the

Grand Lodge interfere with this inherent right of

every Lodge to select its'own members. Let it be

thoroughly understood that the incompetence of the

Grand Lodge, in this case, to restore to member-

ship, is fc ulded on the admission that the original
sentence was a just one, the trial legally conducted,
the testimony suflicicut and the punishment not

oppressive. The Grand Lodge says, in an instancc

like this, to the petitioner,
" We are induced by

your present reform to pardon your past conduct

and to restore you once more to the Order; but, as

you were justly expelled from your Lodge, and are

no longer a member, we have no power to force you

upon it. We give you, however, by a restoration

to your Masonic status, the privilege that all other

unaliiliated Masons possess, of applying to it by peti-
tion for admission, with the understanding that you

must, as in all such cases, submit to the ordeal of a

ballot, but with the result of that ballot we cannot

interfere."

But, in the case of a restoration by appeal, a dif~

ferent condition of things ensues. Here there is no

petition for pardon of an offence committee-no

admission of the legality of trial-no acknowledg
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ment oi the. _yustlee of the sentence lndlcted But

on the contrary all of these are n the very terms

of the appeal dented I`he clalm 18 not tor clemency
but for _yustxce not for a remxsslon of deserved pun
lshment but for a reversal of an xmqultous sentence

and the demand ms that tlns reversal shall not be de-

creed ex gratm as a favor but debate Justztzae, by
vlrtue of a elalm _}ustly estabhshcd Now ln this

case It xs evudent that the rules governmg the resto-

ratxon must entirely differ from those whxch con

trolled the former class of cases

The prmcnple wlneh I lay down on this subject ls,

that when a Lodgae has wrongfully deprived a Ma

son of his memberslnp by expulslon from the Order

the Grand Lodge on has appeal lf It shall 'find that

the party is lnnoeent that wrong has been þÿ�l�I�l�I�I�l�C�t ¬�d�,
that by the sentence the laws of the mstltutlon as

well as the l`lg'IlI,S of the mdnvldual have been v1o

lated may on lus appeal mterpose and redress the

wronff not only by þÿ�I�' ¬�S�I�O�I�`�l�l�I�ghxm to hls nghts and

prlvllcves as a Mason but also to membershlp ln the

Lodge Thus xt seems to me ze the true prmcuple
not only of Masonle law but also of equxty If a

brother be mnocent he must be restored to every

thang of WIIIC 1 an un_]ust sentence had dcprn ed hxm

to memberslnp ln Ins lodge as well as to the gene-
ral nghts of Masonry I tlnnk that I was the filst

to contend for thms prmcnple as a doctrine of Ma

some law although It had always been recogmzed
by the Grand Lodge of England, and m tlns country
bv that of South Carohna At first there was a

54'.
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very general opposition to the doctrine, and the

grounds of objection were singularly based on a

total misapprehension of that article in the Regula-
tions of 1721, which declares that "

no one can be

admitted a member of any particular Lodge without

the unanimous consent of all the members of that

Lodge then present"-a provision which the same

article asserts to be "
an inherent privilege,not sub-

ject to dispensation."
I have said that the application of this regulation

to the doctrine of restoration from expulsion, by ap-

peal, is a total misapprehension of its meaning, be-

cause the question is not, in these cases, as to the

admission of a new member, with which it is not

denied that the Grand Lodge cannot interfere, but

whether one who is already a member shall be di-

vested of his franchised rights of membership wi th-

out cause.

It is admitted on all sides that where the restora-

tion is made on petition, simply as an act of cle-

mency, in which case the forfeiture of membership
is acknowledged to have been justly and legally in-

curred, the Grand Lodge cannot restore to member-

ship, because by its act of clemency it admits that

the brother is not a member of the Lodge, and it

cannot intrude him on the Lodge without its con-

sent. I say that it admits this by its act of cle-

mency, becanse if he were not justly deprived of his

membership, there would have been no room for

clemency. Pardon is_ for the guilty, not for the

innocent.

 . 
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But when it is proved that the trial was illegally
conducted-that the testimony was insufficient-

that the oifence was not proved-that the brother

was innocent, and therefore unjustly condemned-

who will dare to say that a Lodge may thus, by an

arbitrary exercise of power, inflict this grievous
wrong on a brother, and that the Grand Lodge has

not the prerogative, as the supreme protector of

the rights of the whole fraternity, to interpose its

superior power, and give back to injured innocence

all that iniquity or injustice would have deprived it

of ? Who will dare to say, in the face of the great
principles of justice and equity, that though inno-

cent, a Mason shall receive but a portion of the re-

dress to which he is entitled ?-and that he shall

befsent from the iuterposing shield of the supreme

authority and highest court of justice of the Order,
not protected in his innocence and restored to his

rights, but as an innocent man, sharing in the

punishment which should only be awarded to the

guilty? I, for one, never have subscribed, and

never will subscribe, to a doctrine so full of arbi-

trary oppression and injustice, and which, if it

really constituted Masonic law, would be to every
honest man the crying reproach of the institution.

I have said that when, several years ago, I first

advanced this doctrine of the competency of the

Grand Lodge to grant an unconditional restoration

to membership, it met with very general condemna-

tion. Here and there a solitary voice was heard

in its defence, but oiiieially it was almost univer~
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sally condemned as an infringement on the rights
of Lodges. The rights of members do not seem, on

those occasions,.to have been at all considered.*

But the doctrine is now gaining ground. In

1857, thc Grand Lodge of Missouri carried it into

practical operation, and ordered that one of its

° The tlrst support that was given to these vlews was by my distinguished
friend, Ansxar Piss, whose remarks on the question, ln hh report in 1854,
to the Grand Lodge of Arkansas, I cannot refrain from citing in a note.

" IL in case of trial and conviction, suspension or expulsion from the

rights and benetits of Masonry is adjudged, that includes, as a part of itself,

suspension or expulsion from membership. IL on appeal, the Grand lndge
reverses the decision of the subordinat»e,on the gruund ot' error in proceeding,
or innocence, that reversal annuls the judgment, and it is as if never pro
nounced-non avemr : consequently it has no eliect whatever-and, in

Masonic law, the matter stands as if no such judgmenthad eva' been ren-

dered. The accused is not restored to the Order, por to membership. The

effect of reversal ls, that he was never suspended or expelled at all, in law:

and thereisno power in the Grand Lodge, either bythe judgment orby
previouslegislatiomto give suchjudgmentofreverml anyotherorless
elfect..

" Ifthe Grand Lodge trlesthe case denooo,and adindges the party Inno-

cent, qf course it must annul the judgmentof the subordinate Lodge in toto ;

and lf the suspension from membership resulted solely from that judgment
there never wus, in law, any suspension.

" If lt merely decides that the proceedings were erroneous, it should send

the case back for another trial; if it decides that the testimony was insui

tlcient to establish guilt, it should reverse and annul, and direct the proceed-
lngs tohedismlssed. lneithercasethejudg-men! is annulled; butin one

case thsprooaeding eontinues,aud ln the other itdoes not..

"ButtheGrand Lodgemaytlndsuchacasess tlmttheotfenee waspm
ven. and the proceedings were regular, except as to the judgment, which

should have been limited to suspension from membership. In that case lt

may partially reverse and reduce the sentence to its proper dimensions. It

can only do that when the offence charged. or a minor one included in it. is

established, but the punishment of suspension or expulsion from the righm
and privileges of Masonry cannot be indicted lbr such an otlenee.

" These principles of Masonic law seem to us so palpably plain and mn

rect as to need no argument ; and if violated anywhere, we hope to sec the

ancient Landmarks set up again in this respect."
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Lodges should restore an expelled brotl er to mem~

bership, under penalty of arrest of charter.

In the same year, the doctrine was virtually in-

dorsed by the Grand Lodge of Kentucky, in its ap-

prohation of the course of its Grand Master, in

deciding that a brother who appealed from expul-
sion, and after a new trial, had been acquitted,
should be restored to membership, notwithstanding
the opposition of the Lodge to his re-admission.

And lastly, in 1858, the Grand Lodge of Missis-

sippi has entered into the earnest consideration of

the question ; and an able report has been made to

that body by Bro. G. M. Hillyer, one of the most

enlightened Masons in America, who has eloquently
and manfully supported the hitherto unpopular doc-

trine for which I have been so long contending.
From this eloquent, as well as logical report, I shall

cite a single paragraph, with which to conclude the

subject.
Speaking of the appeal made by a brother expel-

led from the rights and privileges of Masonry, and

concomitantly from membership in his Lodge, Bro.

Hillyer says:
" The Grand Lodge perhaps acquits

him, and then it is, under the present system, that

his punishment commences. Whatever the final

verdict and decision, the accused brother has to

undergo a penalty. If innocent, the smiting is not

to be with as many stripes, it is true; but why with

any ? What punishment has an innocent man de-

served ? If he is in the right, and his accusers have

been in the wrong, what justice is there in saying
/
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that he shall only be deprived of half his privileges?
Why deprive him of any in that case? Why punish
the innocent? Why, above all, have a law that

makes the very tribunal that vindicates the iuno-

ccnce of the accused, accompany that vindication

with punishment? There is no justice, there can be

no cxpcdiency in such a course."*

1`he time will yet come, 1 am sure, and the expec-
tation is made more certain by such aid, when the

universal suilrage of the fraternity will confess the

law to be as I have announced it, that in case of

unjust expulsion, the Grand Lodge may restore an

innocent brother, not only to the rights and privi-
leges of Masonry, but also to membership in his

Lodge.
Lastly, a Grand Lodge may restore in part, and

not in whole. It may mitigate the amount of pun#
ishment, as being too severe or disproportioned to

the oli`ence.1' It may reduce expulsion to suspen-

sion, and indefinite to definite suspension, or it may

abridge the period of the last. But all these are

matters of justice and expediency, to be judged of

by the Grand Lodge, according to the particular
circumstances of each case.

° Proc. G. L. of Miss., 1858, p. 69.

1 Noziaeprzna par esto-" letthe punishment be equal tothe altace,"
bama.ximofstri¢njuntics,commoutotbe lhsonicgswdlastneverycode
cf law; and hence an oppressive and dispmportioned penalty adbrds goal
ground for an appeal.



CHAPTER IV.

Quia! Jurtsltctlan.

Tm-2 penal jurisdiction of Masonic bodies is that

jurisdiction which is exercised by them for the in

vestigation of offences and the award of punish-
ment. The subject is properly divided into two

sections--the one relating to the penal jurisdiction
of Grand Lodges, the other to that of Subordinate

Lodges. The penal jurisdiction of Grand Lodges
has already been fully considered under the head

of the "Judicial Powers" of those bodies, so that it

only remains here to inquire into the penal jurisdic-
tion which is exercised by subordinate Lodges.

The penal jurisdiction of a subordinate Lodge is

both geographical and personal.
The geographical _jurisdiction of a Lodge is that

penal jurisdiction which it exercises over the terri-

tory withiu which it is situated, and extends to all

the Masons, aiiiliated and unaiiiliated, who live

within that territory.
'

As to the local extent of this jurisdiction, it is

universally supposed to extend to a point equally
distant from the adjacent Lodge. Thus, if two

Lodges are situated within twenty miles of each

24
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other, the geographical jurisdiction of each will me

tend ten miles from its seat in the direction of the

other Lodge. But in this case both Lodges must he

situated in the same State, and hold their warrants

from the same Grand Lodge; for it is a settled

point of Masonic law that no Lodge can extend

its geographical jurisdiction beyond the territorial

limits of its own Grand Lodge.
Thus, if of two Lodges, twenty miles distant from

each other, one is situated in Georgia, five miles

from the boundary line between that State and

Alabama, andthe other in Alabama, fifteen miles

from the same line, then the jurisdiction of the

Georgia Lodge will not cross over the boundary,
but will be restricted to the iive miles which are

between it and the line, while thciiftcen miles which

are between that line and the Alabama Lodge, will

be within the penal jurisdiction of the latter body.
The personal jurisdiction of a. Lodge is that penal

jurisdiction which it exercises over its own mem-

bers, wherever they may be situated. No matter

how far a Mason may remove from the Lodge of

which he is a member, his allegiance to that Lodge
is indefeusible, so long as he continues a member.

and it may exercise penal jurisdiction over him.

With this view of the nature of the two kinds oi'

penal jurisdiction exercised by Lodges, we are pre-

pared to investigate the practical application of the

subject.
1. A Lodge exercises penal jurisdiction over all

its members. The old Charges require every Mason
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to "stand to the award and determination of the

Lodge ;" that is 'to say, the Lodge of which he is a

member, and the rights and privileges, as well as the

Masonic protection secured by such membership,
carry with them a corresponding duty of allegiance
and- obedience. This doctrine is not left to mere

deduction, but is supported by the ritual law, which

imposes on every Mason, in the most solemn man-

ner, an obligation to abide by and obey the by-laws,
rules and regulations of the Lodge, of which he is a.

member. Membership in a Lodge can only be

voided by death, demission, or expulsion, and hence

neither it nor the jurisdiction which it communi-

cates is lost by a change of residence.

The Master of a Lodge is the only one of its

members who is not amenable to the jurisdiction of

the Lodge. There is no principle of Masonic law

more completely settled by the almost universal con-

sent of the fraternity, than that which declares that

_a Master cannot be tried by his Lodge. It may be-

come his accuser, but to the Grand Lodge alone is

he amenable for any offence that he may commit

while in ohice.
_

In like manner, the Grand Master, while holding
that ohice, is not within the penal jurisdiction of
the Lodge, of which he is a member.

2. A Lodge exercises penal jurisdiction over all

affiliated Masons, although not its members, who

live within its territorial limits. A, for instance,
being a member of a Lodge in New York, but living
in the vicinity of a Lodge in Florida. is amenable
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to the jurisdiction of both bodies; to the former

by personal jurisdiction, to the latter by geographi-
cal. And this is a. wise provision of the law; for

A, liing at a great distance 'from his own Lodge,
might conduct himself in so disorderly a. manner,

violating the proprietics of life, and transgressing
habitually the moral law, as to bring great reproach
upon the institution of which heis a member. Now,
his distance from his own Lodge would, in all

probability, prevent that body from acquiring
any knowledge of the evil course he is pursuing,
or if cognizant of it by report, it might find great
didiculty in proving any charge based upon such

report.
The Order, therefore, under the great law o 'self

preservation, commits to the Lodge in Florida, in

whose vicinity he is living, and whose good fame is

most affected by his conduct, the prerogative of

trying and punishing him; so that the world shell

not say that a bad Mason can lead a disorderly life,
and violate the law, under the very eyes of his con-

gregated brethren, and yet receive no reproof for

his criminality. And if expulsion is the result of

such trial, that expulsion, by the Lodge in Florida,
carries with it expulsion from his own Lodge in

New York ; for, if the premises are not denied that

the Lodge in Florida can rightfully exercise penal
jurisdiction, then the conclusion follows, that that

expulsion must be legal. But expulsion annuls all

Masonic status and obliterates Masonic existence,
and the Mason, whoever he may be, that has been

-_<-.1.__.-_l.-_i_-_._.
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legally expelled by one Lodge, can never receive

admission into another.

The appwl in such a case will be, not to the

Grand Lodge of New York, but to that of Florida,
for that body alone can investigate matters or re-

dress gricvances arising within its own territory,
and in one ol' its own subordinates.

3. Lastly, a Lodge may exercise penal jurisdic-
tion over all unaffiliated Masons living within its

territorial limits. 'l`his provision of Masonic law is

lbnnded on the same prudent principle of scltipre-
servation as the former. An unaliiliated Mason

must not be permitted, for want ol`jurisdietion over

him, to cln ni his connection with the Order, and

yet, by an irregular course oflife, to bring discredit

on it. The jurisdiction must exist somewhere,
which will remove such an evil, and vindicate the

institution ; and nowhere can it be' more safely or

appropriately deposited than in the Lodge which is

nearest to his residence, and which must conse-

quently hnve the best opportunity of observing and

judging of his conduct.



CHAPTER V.

Masonic Grills.

l'r is the duty of a judge, says the great Roman

orator, in every cause to seek for truth.* This/is
the great, the only object of a Masonic trial, and

hence, in such a trial, no advantage is ever permitted
to be taken of those legal and verbal technicalities,
the use of which, in profane courts, so often enable

the guilty to escape. This great principle of Ma-

sonic law must never be forgotten in the manage-
ment of a. trial. Every part of the investigation is

to be directed with a single view to the acquisition
of truth. Masonic trials are therefore to he con-

ducted in the simplest and least teclmical method,
that will preserve at once the rights of the Order

and of the accused, and which will enable the Lodge
to obtain a thorough knowledge of all the facts

in the case. The rules by which such trials are

governed are few and easily understood.

1. The preliminary step in every trial is the uc-

cusation. This, in Masonic language, is called the

charge.
° " Judlcls est, lemper in caasis verum sequi."-Cie. de Q02 il. 14.
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The charge should always be made in writing,
signed by the accuser, delivered to the Secretary
and read by that ofiicer at the next regular com-

munication of the Lodge. The accused should then

be furnished with an attested copy of the charge,
and be at the same time informed ot' the time and

place appointed by the Lodge for the trial.

In reference to these preliminary steps, it is neces-

sary to make several remarks. .

The charge should set forth the offence with

clcamess and certainty, and hence it must distinctly
specify the nature ofthe od'ence ; and if confined to

a single transaction, the time and place of its com

mission should be named. A general charge, for

instance, of " unmasonic conduct" should also specify
the particular nature of the conduct which is said to

be unmasonic ; for no one can be expected to

answer to so general an accusation, nor to be pre-

pared with evidence to rebut that of which he is

ignorant. No man, in a legal investigation, should

be taken by surprise ; but there is no more certain

mode of doing so than to call upon him to answer

to an indefinite charge, the particulars of which are

only to be made known at the moment of tria`l.
The charge should be delivered to the Secretary,

and by him read to the Lodge, because it thus be-

comes the property of the Lodge, and is not sub-

jected, as it would be, if retained in the possession
of the accuser, to alterations or amendments, which

would alter its character, either in word or spirit.
A charge having been once made, should retain its
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original form, and cannot be amended, except with

the consent of the Lodge and the knowledge ofthe

accused. For a similar reason the charge should

always be made in writing. An oral charge must

never be received.
'

It must be read at a regular communication, be-

cause it is to be presumed that at such communica-

tions all the members, and among them the accused,
will- be present, whereas the Lodge might be taken

ny surprise if a charge were preferred at a special
communication, which is often thinly attended, and

at which no new business of importance is expected
to be transacted.

Any Master Mason may be the accuser of another,
but a. profane cannot be permitted to prefer charges
against a Mason. Yet, if circumstances are known

to a profane upon which charges ought to be predi-
cated, a Master Mason may avail himself' of that in-

formation, and out of it frame an accusation, to he

presented to the Lodge. And such accusation will

be received and investigated, although remotely de-

rived from one who is not a member of the Order.

It is not necessary that the accuser should be a

member of the same Lodge. It is sufficient il' he is

an atiiliated Mason. I say an atiiliated Mason ; for

it is generally held, and I believe correctly, that an

unaffiliated Mason is no more competent to prefer
charges than a profane.

2. If the accused is living beyond the geographi-
cal jurisdiction of the Lodge. the charges should be

communicated to him by means of a. letter through
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the post-ollice, and a reasonable time should be

allowed for his answer, betbre the Lodge proceeds
to trial. But if his residence be unknown, or if it

he impossible to hold communication with him, the

Lodge may then proceed to trial-care being had

that no undue advantage be taken of his absence,
and that the investigation be as full and impartial
as the nature of the circumstances will permit.

3. The trial must commence at a regular com-

munication, for reasons which have already been

stated ; but having' commenced, it may be continued

at special communications, called for that purpose;

for, il' it was allowed only to be continued at regu-
lar meetings. which take place but once a month,
the long duration of time ozcupicd would materially
tend to defeat the ends of justice. And here no

one can complain of surprise; for the inception of

the trial having taken place at a regular communica-

tion. all the subsequent special communications would

be considered only as continuations of the same

meeting.
4. The Lodge must be opened in the highest de-

gree to which the accuser has attained, and the er

aminatious of all witnesses must take place in the
presence of the accused and the accuser, if they de-

sire it.* It is competent for the accused to employ
counsel for the better protection of his interests,

* The Grand Lodge of New York pi-scribes that the trial shall be con-

ducted hy a committee, called a commission. A few other Gmnd Lodges
have, I believe, the same rule. lt is ol' coarse competent for a Grand I/nlge
to make unch a regulation, but I am of opinion that it ts a better emma fm

the Lodge itself to conduct the trla|,and this in the more usual coarse.

'?.4*
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provided such counsel is a Master Mason. But if

the counsel be a member of the Lodgc, he forfeits,
by his professional advocacy of the accused, the

right to vote at the final decision of the question.
5. '1`he final decision of the charge. and the rend-

ering of the verdict, whatever be the rank of the

accused, must always be made in a Lodge opened on

the third degree ; and at the time of such decision

both the accuser and the accused, as well as his

counsel, if he have any, should withdraw from the

Lodge.
6. It is a general and an excellent rule, that no

visitors shall be permitted to be present during a

trial.

7. The testimony of Master Masons is usually
taken on their honor, as such. That of others

should be by aiiiduvit, or in such other manner as

both the accuser and accused may agree upon.
8. The testimony of profanes, or of those who are

of a lower degree than the accused, is to be taken by
a committee and reported to the Lodge, or, if con-

venient, by the whole Lodge, when closed and sit-

'ting as a committee. But both the accused and

the'aecuser have a right to be present on such
occasions.

There can be no doubt that profanes are compe-
tent witnesses in Masonic trials. If their testimony
was rejected, the ends of justice would, in many in-

stances, be defeated ; for it frequently happens that

the most important evidence of a fact. is only to be

obtained from such persons. The great object of
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the trial is to investigate the truth and to adminis-

ter justice, and no method should be rejected by
which those objects can be attained. Again: there

may be cases in which the accused is able to prove
his innocence only by the testimony of profanes;
and surely no one would be willing to deprive him

of that means of defence. But if the evidence of

profanes for the accused is to be admitted, on ac-

count of its importance and necessity, by a parity
of reasoning, it should be admitted when and in be~

half of the accuser. The testimony which is good
in one case must be good in the other.

9. When the trial is concluded. the accuser and

the accused must retire, and the Master will then

put the question of guilty, or not guilty, to the

Lodge. Masonic authorities differ as to the mode

in which the vote is to be taken. 'In England, it is

done by a show of hands. The Grand Lodges of

Ohio and South Carolina require it to be by ballot,
and that of California by each brother, as his name

is called, rising and giving his answer "in adistinct

and audible manner." I confess, that in this di~

versity of authorities, I am inclined to be in favor

of the vote by ballot, as the independence of opinion
is thus Letter secured; for many a man who con-

scientiously believed in the guilt of the accused,
might be too timid to express that opinion openly.
Not lesn, I think, than two-thirds of the votes should

be required to declare the accused guilty. A bare

maiority is hardly sufficient to divest a brother of

his good character, and render him subject to what

 ;_. 
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may perhaps be an ignominious punishment. But

on this subject the authorities dilfer.

10. If the verdict is guilty, the Master must then

put the question as to the nature and extent of the

punishment to be inflieted,beginning with expulsion
and proceeding, if necessary, to indefinite suspen-
sion and public and private reprimand. To inflict

expulsion or suspension, a vote of two-thirds of

those present is required, but for a mere rcprimand,
a majority will be sullicient. The votes on the

nature of the punishment should be viva voce, or

rather, according to Masonic usage, by a show of

hands.
,

Trials in a Grand Lodge are to be conducted on

the same general principles; but here. in conse-

quence of the largeness of the body, and the incon

venienee which would result from holding the

examinations in open Lodge, and in the presence ol'

all the members, it is more usual to appoint a com-

mittee, before whom the case is tried, and upon
whose full report of the testimony the Grand Lodge
bases its action. And the forms of trial in such

committees must conform, in all respects, to the

general usage already detailed.
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tions, consecrations, laying of corner stones, dtc., dtc. By Almmr G. Mac-
KEY, M. D., General Grand High Priest of the Genera] Grand Chapter of
the United States. Author of Book of Chapter, &c., due. One volume, Svo,
handsomely bound. Nswm' RIYISID Enmox. Price $2.00..00.

The present volume has been written to supply a deslderatnm ln llasonlc Literature, mmely,
the means of enabling the

young mason, or the recent initiate, more thoroughly to understand the
ceremonies through whleh e has passed, and to extend hla researches into that sublime system of
symhollsm, of whlch ln the ordlnary lectures of the lodge he has recclved only the faint uutllna.
llany who anxiously desire to obtuln "more light" on the obscure subject of Masonlc Bymbolism,
and who would, lf possible, loam more of the true slguldostlon of thc emblems and allegorles, are
clther nnwllllng or unable to devote to these obaects the time and labor requisite for portng over
the ponderous volumes of nxaaonlc wrltlngs ln w lch these subjects arc discussed

To such students s manual so arsangcd as to facllltate lnqulry, by making every 0!'|)|llllf|0'
correspond, ln order of ttme and place. wlth the regular progress of lnltlation, must be of grcat
value, because lts study involves neither s great expenditure of tlmc, which many cannot well
spare, nor does lt demand more lntellectnal exertlon than almost every one ls able to bestow. Tho
author has made no lnnovstlons. but has sought to accommodate the ordn' ofoeremonlu to the sys-
tem of lectures long sloee adopted and now generally prevailing lu this country.

The Book of the Chapter; of, Montana Instructions in the ne

grees of Mark, Past and Most Excellent Master, and the Holy Royal Arch.

By ALBERT G. MACKEY, M. D., General Grand High Priest of the General

Grand Chapter of the United States. Grand High Priest of the Grand

Royal Arch Chapter of South Carolina, &c., &c. One volume, 12mo, hand-

somely bound in scarlet. Price .60..60.
Many Masons, although willing, and lndced anxlons, as soon as they are lnltlated, to learu some-

thlng mare
of the naturehof tha ln;'t:t:tl3n Ingo whlch they have bee°;_"§ntrod.Lied#<:d cgithe mean;ln oftscuremonostrou w c le avspassed,arevc nuns c, m ewan o

tinge or means, to indulge tgls laudable durloslty. The lnfongtlon which they rcqulre ls to bc
found only ln the pages of various masonlc treatises, and to be acquired on y by careful aml
laborious study. Bogks are not afwayzi accessible, or, ll scoellhlc, lelsure or lucllnataou may bc
wantln to instltutet e uecesss nves t ons.

But 5" Monitor" ls wlthln evzyry lasoszxs reach. It ls the tlrst book to which hls attention ls dl-

rected, and ls often laced ln his hands by the presiding otllcer, as a manual which he ls recom-

mended to study; audi accordingly, the Monitor ls to mauys Mason, emphstlully his code mecum.

But unless he can tlnd somethlng more important ln its pages than such works as those of WEBB
and CROSS contain, he will scarcely arlse from the perusal with increased store of knowledge.
His want ls for "

more light," not for s reupltulation of what he has already beard and scan, but
for a rational explanation of the meaning of that through which he

hr Dllwdéook I M h M YTo meet this wan and to lace ln the hands of ev Royal Arch laaon a n w c ms

Ind a lueld sxplsna'tlon, so lar as ths laws of our lnsetzstlon wlll permlt, of all that has sxclted hls

:urtoslty or attracted bla lnterest ln the Cha tar deizes,
and above all, to furnish an elementary

troatlse ot' easy comprehension on the Symholrsm of yal Arch Masonry, have been the objects of
the author ln the prcpsratlou of thls work.

cl'yp|,iC Masonry. A Manual of the Council; or Monltorlal Instructions

in the degrees of Royal and Select Master: with an additional Section on

the Super Excellent Masters Degree. By ALBERT G. MACKEY. M. D.
Author of "Lexicon of Free-Masonry," "Manual of Lodge," Book of the

Chapter,"&c.,&c. One volume, 12mo. Handsomely bound. Prlce $2.00..00.
'

:~ M ltn fth C neil D has cvcr before been publlshcd. Thlsvolume will bo

fsgnei:  ttlfe pnlrcudls Mgnltzgs b Dexgrfgekey, not a mere collection of sartptural passages and

charges to candidates. gut to contaln information on lnts of masonlc science and hlstory, s

knowledge of which is cssentlally necessary to s throng comprehension of the mon! dd!" "Ni

symhollam of than degrees.



A Text-Book of Llascnis Jurisprudence; n1...l...n..,_. ll..

\'rittcn and Unwritten Law of Free-Masonry. By A1.BF.R'r G. Macrisr,
M. D., Author of "Masonic Lexicon," "Book of Chapter," "Maw

`

of

Lodge," dm. One large 12mo volume ot' 570 pages. Price $2.50..50.
Coxrtrls: Book I. Foundations of Masonic Law.. Chapter l. The Iendmarka or tl.. Ju-

wrltten Law. Chnpter 2. The Written Lew. Book U. La' relating to Candidate; Chap-
ter l. The Qualiticationa of Candidates. Chapter 2. 'l'he Petition of Candidates. Chapter 5.

llalloting for Caudldatea Chapter 4. Consequenenw of ltrfaetion. Book Ill. Relating to ln-
dlvillual Masons. Chapter 1. Of Entered Apprentices. C ter 2. Of Fellow-Crafts. Chap-
ter 3. Of Master Masons. Chapter 4. Of Past Masters. Chapter 6. Ol' unadlllated Masons.
Book IV. Luv relating te Ledges. Chapter l. The Nature of a Lodge. Chapter 2. The

ltlght of Subordinate Lodges. Chapter  The Otllcara ol a Lodge. Chapter 4. Rules of
Order. Book V. Law Relating to Grand Lodges. Chapter l. The Nature of aGrand Lodge,
Chnptori. The Powers of a Grand Lodge. Chapter 3. The Odlcers of a Grand Indge.
Book Vl. Masonic Crimes and Punishments. Chapter l. Masonic Crimes. Chapter I. lin-
B0l]fC Punlshntenhs. Chapter B. Masonic .Restoration Chapter dt Penal Jurisdlction.
Cl|apter5. Masonic Trials.

The reputation of the dlatlnfnlshed author ls a sntllclent guarantee that this volumewlll he
found an invaluable work on t I0 Principles of Masonic hw. lt should be in the hands of every
llaaon who desires to be thoroughly informed in tllejurispmdeuce of the order. This work should
be one of the that placed lu every maaoule library or lodge-room.

hla.ckey's Masonic Ritualist; or, Monlwrm Instructions ln tl... no

grees from Entered Apprentice to Select Muster. By A. G. Macxsr, M. D.

Author of "Manual of the Lodge,"
" Book of the Chapter,"  &c. Ono

handsome volume, 32mo. Pocket edition. Hnndsomely bound in cloth.

Price .25..25.Tucks,giltedges.Price.60..60. Tucks, gilt edges. Price .60..60.
Co.'¢1'»tx1s: Fir.rL-Complete Moultnrlal Instructions of the Lodge, with all the Cen-monies of the

order of l'ust llaster, relating to installations, dedlcations, consrerations, Laying ot' eorner-

stones, funeral service. regulations of proel»s>ions, Arc. : also the twenty-tive Landmarks of

Freemasonry, old Charges and General Regulations etc., &e. Second.-A complete llenitor 1- r

the Chapter, with u History nt' Ro al Arch Masonry, all the Ceremonies of the Order for Con-

sccrationu, Installations. General Jlrdtatlons. Fonn of Proeesalons, Constitutional Rules. Forms
for all kinds of Documents for the Chapter, llc., bc. Third.-A Manual uf the Council with
thc Super-1-Ixeellent Master Degrees, al fully and beautifully lllnlstl-ated with symboliul en-

gravin and arranged on the eflmimblo plan which haarusde Dt. l|amt:'r's works the standard

throu£ut all parts of the United States.
`

The Publishers do not hesitate to say to the Masonic puhllc that they will ind this Monitor far
more complete in every respect than any other work of the kind publlshd.

The Symbolism of Freemasonry ; lllusfmrins and cxvlaininsr
its science and philosophy, its legends, myths, and symbols. By A|.na|tr

G. LIACKEY, M. D,
Corrrmrrs. Chapter I,-Tho Orlvin and Progress of Freemasonry. 2.-The Noachlrlae. 8.-

'l`he Primlllvu lfreunmaunry uf`.»nIh{uity. 4.-The Spurlozxs l' reemasonry of Antiquity. 5.-

'l`hc Anrlunt Mysterio-I 6.-The D onyl-lue Artlt'lcet. 7. -The Uninn of Speculative and

tnperaxlve F|'LUDllhlUl fy at the Temple of Solomon. 8.-The 'l`r|\'e|liu§ Fl'¢t3ll&r0llx' ol' the

Middle Agms. 9.-Dirscvursncc ol' llc Uperallve Element. l0.-The ysteut ul' Symbolic
lm-tructlnn. ll.-The Speculative Science and the Operative Art. 12.-The Symbolism ot'
Sul-»nwn's Temple. 13.-'l`hc Form ofthe lodge. 14.-The Otllcerr-ofa Lodge. 15. -The
|'»»in|. wlthln a Circle. ltl.--'l`he Covering of the Lodge. l'l.-ltltuallstic Symbolism.ld.-The Rllt! of Discnlccation. 19.-The Rite of Iuvestituro. il.-The Symbol am of the
Cloves. 21.-The ltite ot Cironmamhulatlon. 22.-The Rite of Intmntiug. and the Symbol-
ism ol' Light. 21.-Symbolism of thc Comer-stone. 24.-'l'he luwtfahle Name. B.--The

Lcgemls ol' Freemasonry. 26.-The Legend of the Winding main. 27.-The I.e"=)'erd of
thu Third Degree. 28.-The Sprig of Acacia. 2|-The Symbolism of Labor.

'

.-'l`hn

Stone of Foundation. 81.-The Lost Word.

 athled a complete S'N0l"l'ICAL INDEX which makes a valuable MASONIC
L

`

U. '.
This work la the result ol' a life devoted to the stndylof this and klndrcd HIVIJGCYS, and mn-t

add greatly to the reputation of the dlvllugulshod ant or, who already stands at the head ul

all writers nn the sn dec! of Freemasonry.All who desire to extend their know edge of Freemasonry beyond the mere ritual of the
Order will tlnd this volume most instructive and Interesting.

lt makes a handsome l2tno volume uf 360 pages. handsomely bound in cloth. Price $2.25..25.

l'lnn.lsnlao nv, to a ll.YN.Rl),

U m%¥Wa Street, New York.
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