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those alterations in the text which have been found necessary to 

conform to the progress of the Order since the first publication, 

and added many new articles. These will, it is hoped, augment 

its claims to that popularity which it has already receiYed in no 
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stinted measure from the Craft. 

ALBERT G. :\lACKEY, 1L D. 

'y ASHIXG'l'ON, D. C., October 1, 1871. 



PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION. 

TirE title page of this work will sufficiently explain the 
nature of its contents. It is intended to furnish the in .. 
quirer, by an' easy mode of reference, with a definition of 
all the terms peculiar to our order-an explanation of the 
symbols with which it abounds-a record of its numerous 
histories and traditions-and an illustration of the various 
points of difficulty which are continually embarrassing the 
progress of the ~lasonic student. 

The time has passed when a l\iason could expect to obtain 
the reputation of a skilful workman by a mere hackneyed 
knowledge of the ritual of our order. Something more 
than this, the ~laster who desires to perform his duties 
faithfully and well, must bring to the pedestal. The intel· 
ligent brother will expect from him !fho sits in the place of 
wisdom, not only an ability to explain the ceremonies which 
distinguish our institution, but a capacity to trace them to 
their primitive source, and a knowledge of the history and 
antiquities of the order. 

The numerous instructi,re works, that have lately issued 
from the press on the science of Freemasonry, render it now 
inexcusable that the 1\iason should be without some portion 
of that knowledge which is hereafter to be demande~ as 
the test of a ~kilful 'rorkman. To give to every brother 
a.n opportunity of obtaining the nece:-:;sary information, by 
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Vl PREFACE TO FIRST EDITION. 

placing before him, in a compendious form, the matter 
scattered through many volumes, some of which are, in this 
country, rare and generally inaccessible, is the object of 
the Lexicon now presented to the public. 

A work of this kind bas, hitherto, I believe, been unknown 
in our language. Glossaries of all the arts and sciences 
abound, but Freemasonry is without its appropriate Dic
tionary. How I have supplied this defect is not for me, 
but for my readers, to judge. 

The difficulties, how eYer, of arranging the mn terials of 
an extensiYe subject in alphabetical order, for the first time, 
and without any preceding guide, are such, that it has 
been found impossible to avoid the omission, in their proper 
places, of a few articles. These have been added in a Sup
plement, to which the inspector is referred for any word 
which he shall fail to find in the body of the work. 

This work, though the labour of years, is still, I know, 
imperfect. Yet, ''with all its imperfections on its head," 
I present it to my brethren, because I know that I am not 
asking more than I shall receive, when I crave-for its 
excellencies, their candid consideration-for its errors, their 
fraternal indulgence. 

A. G. ~IACKEY. 
CHARLESTON• S.C .• March 12. 1845. 



ADVERTISEl\IENT TO THE SECOND EDITION. 

SINCE the publication of the first edition of this work, 
my studies have continued to be directed to the History, 
Science and Antiquities of Freemasonry. Some of the results 
of a more extended reading, and more enlarged experience 
in this interesting field of literature, are now presented 
in the addition of more than an hundred new articles to 
this edition, and the enlargement of many of those which 
were contained in the first. 

In many instances I have not, from the nature of the 
subjects, permitted myself to be as explicit as some of my 
readers might desire; for, in the spirit of the motto placed 
upon the title page, while I sought to explain without re
serve a.ll that is exoteric in our system, I have not removed 
the veil from that which in forbidden to be made public. 
Yet I trust that scattered hints in these instances, unintel
ligible to the profane, will be sufficient to lead the attentive 
~Iason into that train of thought and speculation into 
which it was my object to direct him. 

I again offer this work to my brethren, with the same con
fiding trust in their indulgence which inspired me on its 
first publication; to which is now added the obligation of 
gratitude for the kindness with which this contribution to 
tbe literature of Freemasonry has been received. 

ALBERT G. ~lACKEY. 
CHARLESTON, S. C. Sept. 10, 1851. 
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ADVERTISEl\IENT TO THE THIRD EDITION. 

THE publishers of the Lexicon intending to issue a third 
edition, I have carefully revised the work, and added nearly 
a hundred new articles, so as to make it still more worthy 
of the patronage that has been already so liberally extended 
to it. Notwithstanding the fact, that it has been prepared 
for the press in a city distant from the author's residence 
-in consequence of which he has been unable to read the 
proofs with that diligence he would have desired-it is be
lieved that the inspector will rarely have occasion to find 
fault with the typographical execution. The Lexicon has 
long since passed successfully through the ordeal of criti
cism; and the author now again submits it, with increased 
confidence, but with unabated gratitude, to the masonic 
public. 

A. G. ~iACKEY, l\L D. 
CHARLESTON, S, 0., Jan. l, 1855. 

9 





LEXICON OF FREEMASONR-Y. 

A. 
AARON. In Hebrew ~iil~· The brother of Moses, and the 

first high priest under the Mosaic dispensation. He is referred 
to in the English ritual of the second degree, and in the Royal 
Arch of the American Rite. He is also represented by the pre
siding officer in the 23d degree of the Ancient and Accepted Rit~. 

ABACUS. A table used for facilitating arithmetical calcula
tions; or, in architecture, the crowning plate of a column and its 
capital. The Templars, in this country, misled by a slip of Sir 
Walter Scott's pen, have most erroneously given this name to the 
Staff of the Grand l\Iaster of the Knights Templars. l\Iacoy, in 
his "Cyclopedia of Freemasonry," has unfortunately sought to 
perpetuate the error by defining the Abacus as "the name of the 
Grand Master's Staff of Office." That instrument is by all com
petent authorities called a "baculus." See that word. 

ABBREVIATIONS. Abbreviations are much more m use 
among French than among English or American l\lasons. An 
alphabetical list, however, of those principally employed, is ap
pended for the benefit of such as may be engaged in the exami
nation of masonic writings. It must be observed, that a masonic 
abbreviation is generally distinguished by three points in a 
triangular form (thus, . ·.) following the letter: various atterupts 
have been made to explain the origin of these dots, but if they 
have any allusion at all, we presume it to be to the three lesser 
lights placed in a triangular form around the altar, or, as they 

11 



12 ABB 

were first introduced by our French brethren, they may refer to 
the situation of the three principal officers of the lodge in the 
·French rite, where the 1\laster sits in the east and the two 
\Vardens in the west. Ragon says that the tln·ee points were 
first used on the 12th of August, 177 -±, by the Grand Orient of 
France in an address to its subordinates. 

A.·. Dep. ·. Anno Deposition is. In the year of the deposit. 
The date used by Royal and Select ~lasters. 

A.·. Inv. ·. Anno Inventionis. In the year of the discovery. 
Th~ date used in Royal Arch 1\Iasonry. 

A.·. L. · . .Anno Lu-cis. In the year of light. The date used in 
Ancient Craft .Masonry. 

A.·. L. ·. G·. · D.·. G.·. A.·. D. ·. L. ·. U. ·. A la Gloh·e du 
Grand Architecte de l' Un ivers. To the glory of the Grand 
.Architect of the Universe . Tht' caption of all French l\Iasonio 
writin!rS. 

\ 

A.·. L'O. ·. A l'Orient, or at the East. The seat vf the lodge. 
( .F'rench.) 

A.·. Jl.·. Anno :Mundi, or in the year of the world. The date 
used in the Ancient and Accepted or Scotch rite. 

A.·. 0.·. Anno Ordinis, or in the year of the Order. The 
date used by Knights Templars. 

B.·. A.·. Buisson Ardente, or Burning Bush. (French.) 
B.·. B.·. Burning Bush. These two abbreviations are found 

in the caption of documents of the Ancient and Accepted rite. 
C.·. C.·. Celestial Canopy. Another abbreviation found in the 

same documents. 
E.·. A.·. En~ered Apprentice. 
F.·. Frere, or Brother. (French.) 
F.·. C.·. Fellow Craft. 
FF. ·. Freres, or Brethren. (French.) 
G.·. Grand. 
G.·. L.·. Grand I.Jodge. 
G.· . .:\1. •. Grand lHas~er. 
I.·. T.·. N.·. 0. ·. T.·. G.·. A.·. 0.·. T.·. U.·. In the name of 
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the Grand Architect of the Universe. Sometimes found at the 
head of English diplomas. 

J.·. ,Y.·. Junior Warden. 
l\L ·. M. ·. l\Iois ~Ia~onnique, or masonic month. (French.) 

1\Iarch is the first masonic month among French l\Iasons. 
ni. ·. l\I. ·. :Master l)lason. 
l\I. ·. W. ·. l\Iost Worshipful. 
R. ·. A.·. Royal Arch. 
R.·. +· ·. Rose Croix. The mark attached to their signature, 

by those who are in possession of the degree of Prince of Roeyc 
Croix. 

R. ·. CJ- Respectable loge, or Worshipful lodge. (French.) 
R. ·. W. ·. Right Worshipful. 
S. ·. P . ·. R. ·. S. ·. Sublime Prince of the Royal Secret. 
8. ·. S. ·. S. ·. Trois fois salut, or thrice greeting. The caption 

of French masoni.: writings. 
S. · 'V. ·. Senior Warden. 
T .. G.·. A.·. 0. ·. T. ·. U. ·. The Grand Architect of the Uni-

verse. 
V.·. Venerable, or Worshipful. (French.) 
V. ·. L. ·. V raie lumiere, or true light. (French.) 
V. ·. W. ·. Very Worshipful. 
W. ·. l\I. ·. Worshipful l\Iaster. 
D· An oblong square is the s1gn adopted for the word 

"lodge." 
c§J. Two squares indicate the plural, or "lodges." 

ABDA. The father of .Adoniram. He plays a part in some 
of the degrees of the Ancient and Accepted Rite. 

ABIF. A Hebrew word i':JN, signifying "his tather." 
The word ab, or fath , r,. was a title of honour "often used," says 
Adillll Clarke, ''in Hebrew, to signify a master, inventor, or 
chief operator." In this sense it is used in II Chronicles, ch. 
iv. v. 16, where it is said, "the pots also, and the shol'els, and 
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the flesh hooks, and all their instruments, did Huruw hi8 fatheJ .. 
( Hu1·a1n ab1/,) make to King Solomon.n The Greek, Latin, 
French, and English yersions, translate the Hebrew words 
literally as "Hiram his father," but Luther in his German version 
has preserved the spirit of the original by writing c( mochte 
Huram Abif," looking upon this latter word as a title of honour 
bestowed by Solomon on his chief builder. See Hiram tlte 
Bui/llr'r. 

ABLUTIO~. A purification by water, whereby, in some of 
the higher degrees of masonry, the candidate is supposed, as in 
the religious systems of antiquity, to be cleansed from the taint 
of an inferior and less pure condition, so as to be prepared for 
initiation into a higher and purer degree. See Lustration 

ABRAX.AS. In the .MS. found by )Jr. Locke in the Bodleiar. 
library, the original of which is said to have been in the hand
\Yriting of King 1-Ienry VI., it is asserted that l\Iasons conceal! 
.nnong other secret arts in their possession, "the fucultye nf 
A.brac." This is an evident allusion to the word Abraxas, which 
was the name applied by the arch-heretic Rasilides to the Su
preme Deity, from whom all other deities were emanations, bl'ing 
seven in number, with 365 virtues, which were typified by the 
numerical value in Greek of the word, as is shown below. It, 
like the incommunicable name of God among the Jews, was 
supposed to be possessed of magical virtues. Abraxas was also 
the name of small statues, on which were inscribed figures of 
the Egyptian gods, combined with Hebrew and Zoroasteric 
symbols, and characters in a yariety of languages. According to 
Beausobre and Lardner, these stones were ruostly of Ef!yptian 
or1gm. The deity Abraxas is said to be identical with 1\Iithras 
vr the sun. The letters of both names, taken according to their 
numerical value in the Greek language, amount exactly to 3G:>, 
t.hu~ : 
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a 1 p. - 40 
{3 2 e 5 
p 100 ' 10 
a 1 () 9 
!: ... - 60 p 100 
a 1 a 1 
~ = 200-365 ~ = 200-365 

The word Abraxa.S is of uncertain origin. Saumaise says that it 
is purely Egyptian, and should properly be pronounced Abras::tx. 
Beausobre, in his History of JHanicheism, enters into a long 
etymological disquisition to prove that it is derived from two 
Greek words A{3po~ 2aw, and signifies ((the magnificent Saviour, 
he who heals and !'reserves." A{3po~ is also an epithet of the 
sun, and hence we again come to the conclusion that Mithras and 
Abraxas are identical. 

It was therefore typical of the annual course of the eart b 
around the sun, constituting the solar year, and was a part of the 
sun worship of the first seceders from pure Freemasonry. 

It is a singular coincidence, that Belenus, the deity of the 
Gauls, and who is supposed from his form and ornaments to be 
identical with Mithras, was also equivalent, in the numerical 
value of the lett~rs of his name in Greek, to S 65, thu~1 :-

p '1) ). e 11 o ~ 

2, s, 30, 5, 50, 70, 200--365. 

ABSENCE. It is contrary to the principles of Freemasonry, 
to inflict pecuniary fines for non-attendance. The obligations 
and duties inculcated by the order are of such a nat.m·e, as to 
compel the attendance of its members who are without reasonable , 
excuse. It would, therefore, be a descent in the grade of punish-
ment, and manifestly tend to weaken the solemn nature of those 
obligations which every member and officer contracts, were the 
lodge to attempt the imposition of any trifling pecuniary penalty 
for inexcusable absence. The regular attendance of each brother, 
at his lodge, is strictly insisted on in the ancient chaTges, which 
prescribed as a rule, "that no l\Iaster or Fellow could be abse11 t 
from the lodge, especially when warned to appear at it, without 



16 ACA 

incurring a severe censure, until it appeared to the :Master and 
Wardens that pure necessity hindered him." This regulation 
has been perpetuated by the modern constitutions. 

ACACIA. The ancient name of a plant, most of whose 
species are evergreen, and six of which, at least1 are natives of 
the East. The acacia of Freemasonry is the l\Iimosa Nilotica 
of Linnreus, a shrub which grew in great abundance in the 
neighbourhood of Jerusalem. According to the Jewish law, no 
interments were permitted within the walls of the city, and as 
it was unlawful for the cohens or priests to pass over a grave, it 
became necessary to place marks wherever a dead body had been 
interred, to enable them to avoid it. For this purpose, the 
acacia was used. ~Iuch of the masonic history of the acacia is 
incommunicable, but it may be permitted to say: that its ever· 
green nature, united to other circumstances, is intended to re
mind us of the immortality of the soul. The Greek work axaxw 

signifies '(innoct'nce or freedom from sin;" and Hutchinson, whf' 
fancifully supposes the 1.\Iaster's to be a Christian degree, ex 
eruplifying the rise of the Christian dispensation after the destruc .. 
tion of the l\Iosaic, alluding to this Greek meaning of acacia, 
says that it implies "that the sins and corruptions of the old 
law, and devotees of the Jewish altar, had hid religion from 
those who sought her, and she was only to be found where 'inno
cence s1uvived, and under the banner of the divine lamb." (Spirit 
of 1.\Iasonry, p. 99.) Without adopting this heresy, we shall 
find abundant reason for admiring the propriety of the Greek 
meaning, as applied to him whose history is, in our order, most 
closely connected with the acacia. Coincident with the acacia, 
were the palm of the Egyptian mysteries, the myrtle of the 
Grecian, and the mistletoe of the Druids. 

ACACIAN. A term derived from axaxw, "innocence," and 
signifying a :Mason, who, by living in strict obedience to the 
obligations and precepts of the fraternity, is free from sin. Fir~t 

used, I believe, by IIutchinson. 



ACC-ACK 17 

ACCEPTED. A title which, as applied to Freemasons, is 
equ.i,·alent to the terru "initiated." It alludes to the acceptance 
into their society, by operative :.\Iasons, of those who were not 
operatives. .A.n ... :\.ccepted )lason is one who has been adopted 
into the order, and received the freedom of the society, as is the 
case with other companies in Europe. This is evident from the 
regulations made on St. John's day, 1663, under the Grand 
.1\Iastership of the Earl of St. Albans, where the word is re
peatedly used in this sense. Thus: "No person hereafter, who 
shall be accepted a Freemason, shall be admitted into any" lodge 
_or assembly, until he has brought a certificate of the time and 
place of his acceptation, from the lodge that accepted him, untc 
the l\laster of that limit or division where such lodge is kept." 
And again: "No penon shall he made or accepted a Freemason; 
•mless," etc. 

ACCLAl\IATION. A certain form of words used in con· 
nexion with the battery. In the Scotch rite it is kuzza; in 
French, vivat; and, in the rite of l\Iisr-aim, hallelu}ah In the 
York, it is so mote it be. 

ACHAD. Hebrew in~. One of the masonic _ names of God, 
Dignifying the one. It is derived from the passage in Deutel'O
noruy vi. 4: "Hear, 0 Israel: the J..~ord our God is (a chad) one." 

ACHISH.AR. He is mentioned in 1 Kings iv. 6, under the 
name of Aht'shar, as being "over the household." He was the 
steward, or, as Adam Clarke says, the chamberlain of Solomon. 
The masonic spelling of the name, Achishar, is more consonant 
with the Hebrew than that adopted by the English translatoi'S of 
the Bible. He is one of the persons referred to in the degree 
of Select l\laster. 

ACKNOWLEDGED. Candidates who are invested with the 
:Most Excellent l\Iaster's degree, are said to be "receiYed and 
acknowledged'' as such; because, as the possession of that de
gree supposes a more intimate knowledge of the science of ma-

2* 
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sonry, the word aclcnmvledged is used to intimate that such a 
character is conceded to its possessors. The word 'rece£ved 
conveys an allusion to the original reception of the first M. E. 
l\Iasters by King Solomon. 

ACTING GRAND l\IASTER. By the constitutions of Eng
land, whenever a prince of the blood royal accepts the office of 
Grand :Master, he is empowered to appoint a peer of the realm as 
Acting Grand l\faster. 

ADl\IISSIO~. The requisites for admission into our order 
are somewhat peculiar. The candidate must be free born, under 
no bondage, '\>f at least twenty-one years of age, in the possession 
of sound senses, free from any phys1cal defect or dismember
ment, and of irreproachable manners, or, as it Is technically 
termed, "under the tongue of good report." No atheist, eunuch, 
or woman can be admitted. The requisites as to age, sex, and 
soundness of body, have reference to the operative charactet 
of the institution. 1\r e can only expect able workmen in able 
bodied men. The mental and religious qualifications refer to the 
duties and obligations which a Free"1ason contracts. An idiot 
could not understand them, and an atheist would not respect them. 
Even those who possess all these necessary qualifications can be 
admitted o11ly under certain regulations. Not more than five 
candidates can be received at one time except in urgent cases, 
when a dispensation may be granted by the Grand l\laster, and 
no applicant can receive more than two degrees on the same day. 
To the last rule there can be no exception. 

ADO.NIRAl\:I. The principal receiver of King Solomon's tri
bute, and the chief overseer of the 30,000 brethren who were 
sent to cut the timber for the temple in the forests of Lebanon. 
He is introduced in the degrees of Secret and Perfect l\laster, 
and Intendant of the Building, in the Scotch rite1 and in the 
degree of Royal Master. He is said to have manied a sister or 
Hiram the Builder. 
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_ADONIRAMITE l\IAS0~1tY. .Mar;onnerie Adon.hirarnitrt. 
This rite was established in France at the close of the eighteenth ..... 
century. It consists of twelve degrees, namely: 1; Entered 
Apprentice; 2, Fellow Craft; 3, l\Iaster Mason; 4, Pelfect :;)las
ter j 5, Elect of Nine; 6, Elect of Perignan; 1, :Minor Architect, 
or Scotch Apprentice; 8, Grand Architect, or Scotch Fellow 
Craft; 9, Scotch l\Iaster; 10, Knight of the East; 11, Knight 
of Rose Croix; 12, Prussian Knight. 

Of these degrees, the 6th, 7th, 8th, and 9th are peculiar to 
Auoniramite :Masonry; the others do not much differ from the 
corresponding degrees in the ancient Scotch rite. The title of 
the order is derived from Adoniram who took charge of the 
works after the l9ss of the principal conductor, and to the time 
of whose superintendence the legends of the most important de
grees refer. 

AD0:8IS, MYSTERIES OF. The mysteries which, in 
Egypt, the cradle of all the Pagan rites, had been consecrated to 
Osiris, in passing over into Phenicia were dedicated to Adonis.* 
According to the legend, Venus, having beheld Adonis when a 
child, became so enamoured of him, that she seized him, and 
concealing him from sight, exhibited him to Proserpine alone. 
But she, becoming equally enamoured of his beauty, sought to 
obtain possession of him. The dispute between the goddesses 
was reconciled by Jupiter, who decided that Adonis should 
dwell six months of the year with Venus, and the remaining six 
months with Proserpine. This decree was executed; but Adonis: 
who was a great hunter, was afterward killed on .Mount Libanus 
by a wild boar, who thrust his tusk into his groin. Venus, 
inconsolable for his death, inundated his body with her tears, 

*.Adonis, in the Phenician langua.ge, like Adon in the cognate Hebrew, 
signifieR lord or master. The idol Tammuz, mentioned in the 8th cbnpter of 
Ez.ekiel, \vas considered by Jerome1 and after him by Parkhurst, as identical 
with Ad:>nis. 

t Ily superior hemisphere, he means the Northern, and by inferior thE 
Sout:J.ern. 
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until Proserpine, in pity, restored him to life. l\lacrobiw; ex. 
plains the allegory thus : "Philosophers have given the name of 
Y enus to the superior hemisphere of which we occupy a part, 
and that of Proserpine to the inferior.t Hence Venus, among 
the· .Assyrians and Phenicians, is in tears, when the Sun, in his 
annual course through the twelYe signs of the Zodiac, passes over 
to our antipodes. For of these twelve signs, six are said to be 
superior, and six inferior. 'Vhen the Sun is in the inferior signs, 
and the days are consequently short, the goddess is supposed to 
weep the temporary death and privation of the Sun, detained by 
Proserpine, whom we regard as the divinity of the southern or 
antipodal regions. And Adonis is said to be restored to Venus, 
when the Sun, having traYersed the six inferior signs, enters those 
of our hemisphere, bringing with it an increase of light and 
lengthened days. The boar which is supposed to haYe killed 
Adonis is an emblem of winter; for this animal, covered with 
rough bristles, delights in cold, wet, and miry situations, and his 
favourite food is the acorn, a fruit peculiar to winter. Thr Sun is 
tmid, too, to be wounded by the winter, since, at that season, we 
lose its light and heat; effects which death produces upon ani
mated beings. Venus is represented on )lount Libanus in an 
attitude of grief; her head, bent and co"'ered witt a veil, is 
sustained by her left hand near her breast, and her countenance 
is bathed with tears. This figure represents the earth in winter, 
when, "'eiled in clouds and deprived of the Sun, its powers have 
become torpid. The fountains, like the eyes of Venus, are oYer
flowing, and the fields, deprived of their floral ornaments, present 
a joyless appearance. But when the Sun, emerging from the 
southern regions of the earth, passes the Yernal equinox, Yenns 
is once more rejoiced, the fields are again embellished with 
flowers, the grass springs up in the meadows, and the trees re
coYer their foliage." 

The cultivation of the mysteries of Adonis was propagated 
from Phenicia into Assyria, Babylonia, Persia, Greece, and Sicily. 
The celebration began in Phenicia at the period when the waters 
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of the river Adonis, which descend from :Mount Libanus, are 
tinged with a reddish hue derived fi·om the colour of the soil pe· 
culiar to the mountain. ·The Phenician women believed that the 
wound of Adonis was annually renewed, and that it was his 
blood which coloured the stream. The phenomenon was the signal 
for the commencement of the rites. Every one assumed the 
appearance of profound grief. .At Alexanchia, the queen bore 
tl1e statue of .Adonis,_ accompanied by the noblest females of the 
citJ, carrying baskets of- cakes, bottles of perfumes, flowers, 
branches of trees, and pomegranates. The procession was closed 
by women bearing two beds splendidly embroidered in gold and 
.~ilvcr, one for Venus and the other for Adonis. At Athens they 
placed in various parts of the city the figure Jf a dead youth. 
These figures were afterward taken away by women clad in the 
habiliments of mourning, who celebrated their funeral rites. 
On the second day of the mysteries, sorrow was converted into 
joy, and they commemorated the resurrection of Adonis. The 
mysteries of Adonis were, at one time, introduced into Judea, 
where the Hebrew women were accustomed to hold an annual 
lamentation for him, under the name of Tammuz, of which Eze
kiel speaks, viii. 14: "Behold there sat women weeping for 
Tammuz." According to Calmet and Faber, Adonis was also 
identical with Baal-peor, the idol of the JUoabites, mentioned in 
the twenty-fifth chapter of Numbers. 

Our knowledge of the ceremonies which accompanied the 
Adonisian initiation is but scanty. "The objects represented," 
says Duncan, "were the grief of Venus and the death and re. 
surrection of Adonis. .An entire week was consumed in these 
ceremonies: all the houses were covered with crape or black 
linen : funeral processions traversed the streets, while the devotees 
scourged themselves, uttering frantic cries. The orgies were then 
commenced, in which the mystery of the death of Adonis was 
depicted. During the next twenty-four hours, all the people 
fasted, at the expiration of which time the priests announced the 
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resurrection of the god. Joy now prevailed, and 111USlC aud 
dancing concluded the festivals."* 

Julius :Fennicius, a Christian writer of the fourth century. 
thus describes a portion of the Adonisian ceremonies :t 

'~On a certain night an image is laid out upon a bed, and 
bew·ailcd in mournful strains. At length, when they are satiated 
with their fictitious lamentation, light is introduced, and thtJ 
priest, having fir~t anointed the mouths of all those who had lJeen 
weeping, whispers with a gentle murmur: 'Pru,st. ye, initt'ates, for 
the god being saved, out of pains salyation shall arise to us." 

Hence the ceremonies were a representation of the death and 
resurrection of Adonis in the pe1·son of the aspirant. 

ADOPTIVE MASONRY. By the immutable laws of our 
institution, no woman can be made a Freemason. It follows, 
therefore, as a matter of course, that lodges which admit females 
to membership, can never legally exist in the order. Our French 
brethren, however, with that gallantry for which the nation is 
proverbial, have sought, by the establishment of societies, which 
have, indeed, but a faint resemblance to the peculiar organiza
tion of Freemasonry, to enable females to unite themsch·es in 
some sort with the masonic institution, and thus to enlist the 
sympathies and friendship of the gentler sex in behalf of the 
fraternity. 

To the organizations thus established for the initiation of fe
males, the French have given the name of "Adoptive Masonry," 
ma~·onnerie d' adoption, and the lodges are called lo!JeB d' adoption, 
or "adoptive lodges," because, as will hereafter be seen, every 
lodge of females was finally obliged to be adopted by, and under 
the guardianship of some regular masonic lodge. 

* Religions of Profa.M Antiquity; their Mythology, Fnbles, llieroglypbics. 
and Doctrines. Founded on Astronomical Principles. By Jonathan Duncan, 
I:. A. p. 350. 

t In an oration inscribed to the Emperors Constans and Constantina. The 
elassica.l reader may compare the original language of Fermicius, which 1 her~' 
insert: Nocte quadam simulacrum in lectica supinum ponitur, et per nu1uarG-~~ 
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In the beginning of the eighteenth century, several secret 
associations sprang up in France, which, in their external cha4 

racters and mysterious rites, attempted an imitation of Free4 

masonry, differing, however, from that institution, of which they 
were, perhaps, the rivals fur public favour, by their admission of 
female members. The ladies very naturally extolled the gallantry 
of these mushroom institutions, and inveighed with increased 
hostility against the exclusiveness of masonry. The Royal Art 
;vas becoming unpopular, and the n·aternity believed themselves 
compelled to use strategy, and to wield in their own defence the 
weapons of their opponents. 

At length, the Grand Orient of France, finding that these 
mystic societies were becoming so popular and so numerous as to 
endanger the permanency of the masonic institution, a new r1te 
was established in 1774, called the ''Rite of Adoption," which 
was placed m1der the control of the Grand Orient. Rules and 
regulations were thenceforth provided for the government of these 
lodges of adoption, one of which was that no men should be per
mitted to attend them except regular Freemasons, and that each 
lodge should be placed under the charge~ and held under the 
sanction and warrant of some regularly constituted masonic lodge, 
whose :)laster, or, in his absence, his deputy, should be the pre
'3idiog officer, assisted by a female President or ~listress. Under 
these regulations a L odge of Adoption was opened in Pal'is in 
1775, under the patronage of the lodge of St. Anthony, and in 
which the Duchess of Bourbon presided, and was installed as 
Grand Mistress of the Adoptive rite. 

The rite of Adoption consists of four degrees, as follow: 
1. Apprentice. 
2. Companion. 

digestis fietibus plangitm·. Deinde cum se ficta lamentatione ~:atia,erint, 

lumen infertur. Tunc a sacerdote omnium qui fleba.nt, fauces unguntur quibua 
perunctis, sacerdos len to murmure susuna.t: 

P:tpp!trt J.Wcrrat rou Otou atuwapr.vov 

P.aTat ·yap Tfptv £K r.o:tc.w aW71lJ)ta. 
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3. 1\listress. 
4. Perfect ·l\Iistress. 
The first, or Apprentices' degree, is simply introductory in its 

character, and is intended to prepare the candidate by its initia
tory ceremony for the emblematic lessons which are contained in 
the remaining degrees. 

In the second degree, or Companion, the scene of the temp
tation in Eden is emblematically represented, by the ceremonial 
of initiation, and the candidate is reminded in the course of the 
lecture, (for there is a lecture or catechism to each deg1ee,) of all 
the unhappy results of the first sin of woman, until they termi. 
natcd in the uniY"ersal daluge. 

The building of the Tower of Babel, and the consequent dis
persion of the human race, constitute the legend of the th ird 
degree, or that of Mistress. Jacob's ladder is also introduced 
into the ceremonies of this degree, and the candidate is informed 
that it symbolically denotes the Yarious vhtues which a ·Mason 
ahould possess, while the Tower of Babel is an emblem of a badly 
regulated lodge, in which disorder and confusion are substituted 
for the concord and obedience which should always exist in such 
a place. 

In the fourth degree, or that of Perfect :Mistress, the officers 
represent i)foscs, Aaron, their wives, and the sons of Aaron, and 
the ceremonies and instructions refer to the passage of the Israel
ites through the wilderness, as a symbol of the passage of man 
and woman through this, to another and a better world. 

It will be seen, from this brief sketch, that the rite of Adop
tion professes, in some measure, to imita~c the symbolic character 
and design of true Freemasonry. It cannot be denied that the 
idea bas been Yery ingeniously and successfully carried out. 

The officers of a lodge of Adoption consist of a Grand ~laster 
anti Gmntl Mistress, an Orator, an Inspector and an Inspectress, 
a Depositor and a Depositrix, a Conductor and a Conductress.* 

~ The Inspectress, assisted by the Inspector, acts as Senior Wo.rden, nnu the 
Oepositrix, assisted by the Depositor, as J unior Warden. The Conductress and 
be Conduc~or are the Deacons. 
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They wear a blue sash or collar, with a gold trowel suspended 
thereto. The Grand l\Iaster uses a mallet, with which he governs 
the lodge, and the same implement is placed in the hands of the 
Grand Mistress, the Inspector and Inspectress, and Depositor 
and Depositrix. Every member wears a plain white apron and 
white gloves. 

The brethren, in addition to the insignia of their rank, wear 
~words and a gold ladder with five rounds, which is the proper 
jewel of Adoptive masonry. 

The business of the lodge is conducted by the sisterhood, the 
brethren only a.uting as ~heir assistants. 

The Grand :Mistress, however, has very little to say or do, she 
being only an honorary companion to the Grand ~laster, which 
mark of distinction is conferred on her as a token of respect for 
her character and virtues. 

The lodge-room is elegantly and tastefully decorated with 
emblems, which, of course, vary in each degree. In the degree 
of Apprentice, for instance, the room is separated by curtains 
into four apartments or divisions, representing the four quarters 
of the world, Europe, Asia, Mrica, and America. The division 
at the entrance of the lodge represents Europe, in the middle on 
the right is Africa, on the left America, and at the extreme east 
is Asia, where are erected two splendid thrones, decorated with 
geld fringe, for the Grand :Master and Grand :Mistress. Before 
them is placed an altar, and on both sides, to the right and left, 
a:re eight statues, representing \Visdom, Prudence, Strength, 
Temperance, Honour, Charity, tTustice, and Truth. The mem
bers sit on each side in straight lines, the sisters in front, and the 
brothers behind them, the latter having swords in their bands. 
There cannot, in fact, be a more beautiful and attracti"'e sight, 
than a lodge of Adoptive Masons properly organized and well 
attended. 

Looking to the mixed sexual character of these lodges, it is 
not surprising that every thing is followed by a banquet, and on 
many occaswns by a baD. These, says Clavel, are inseparable 

~ 
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from a ludge of Adoptiou, and are, iu fact, the real design of its 
organization, the 1 nitintory ceremonies being but a pretext. 

In the banquets of the rc::::ular lodges of the French rite, the 
members always usc a symbolic bngn~1ge, by whi<:h they desig
nate the various implements and articles of food nnd drink upon 
the table. In imitation of this custom, the ladies, in tlw b~:.m

quets of the AdoptiYe lodges, have also o~tablishecl a syrnb<1lic 
lanp;uage, to be used only at the table. Thus the lodge-room is 

culled "Eden;" the doors ''barners;" tl1e minutes ''a lauder ;" 
a g)uss is Cl'lled "a lamp;" water is styled "white oil/' and wintl 

"red l)il." To fill your glass is ''trim your bmp/' with many 
other equ:dly eccentric expres~:;ions. 

Sueh i~ the organization of Frend1 I1'emale )lasonry, as it was 

established and re<:ognized l>y the masonic authorities of that 
kingdom. It is still JWactiscd as a peculiar rite, although its rc
semlJlauce to true Frecmnsour;r is only in name. ruder tllCSC 

regulation~, the lodge "J..~a Ca ndeur" was opened in Paris on the 
11th of 1\larch, 1785, a :;)Iarquis being in the chair, and a 
Duchcs3 acting as Deputy or Grand l'II istress. In the same year 
the Duchcs-, of 13om·bon was installed with great pomp as Grnnd 
~1 istress. The revolution checked their progress, but they were 
l'eYi \'e<.l in 1R05, when the Empress .Josephine pre8iued over the 

"Lodge Imperiale d' Adoption des Francs UhcYnliers," at Stras· 
burg. The adoptive lodges were at first rapidly diffused through· 
out all the countries of Europe, except the 11ritish Empire, 
where they were rejected with contempt, hut they soon declined, 
and nrc [tt present confined to the place of their origin. 

Recctltly an "American Adoptive Uito," called the '·Order of 
the Eastern Star," iuveLlted by Bro. Robt. )lurri:;:, has become 

somewhat popular in this couutry. It consist::; of fiye dt\~p·ees, 
viz.; 1. J ephtha's daughte1·, or the daughter's uegr"~. 2. H nth, 

or t.he widow's degree. 3. Esther, or the wife's degree. 4. 
Martha, or the sister's degree. 5. Electa, or the ]3encvolont. 
It is entirely different from European or FrcHch A<.lo}'tivc _:\la
sonry. 
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ADY .A XCED. When a candidate is invested with the i\Iark 
Master's degree, he is _said to be "advauced.n The tenn is very 
a_ppropriately used to designate that the ~laster l\Iason is now 
proill.Dted one step beyond the degTees of Ancient Craft 1\Iasonry 
on the way to the Royal Arch. 

AFFILIATED. A mason who is a member of a lodge is 
said to be "an affiliated mason," in contra-distinction to a de, 
ltlitted or non-affiliated one, who is not a member of any lodge. 

AFFILIATIO~. The act by which a lodge receives a 1\lason 
!l.IDong its members. A profane is ~·n?."tiated, but a l\Iason is 
affiliated. The general rule is, that a candidate must be initiated 
in the lodge nearest to his residence, but after a 1\Iason ha~ been 
made, he may unite himself with any lodge that he chooses, and 
w hieh is willing to receive him 

AFRICAN ARCHITECTS. In the year 1767, one Bau
cherren instituted in Prussia, with tlfe concurrence of Frederick 
II., a society which he called "the Order of African Architects.n 
The object of the institution was historical research, but it con
tained a ritual which partook of )lasonry, Christianity, Alchemy, 
and Chivalry. It was divided into two temples, and was composed 
of eleven degrees. In the first temple were the degrees of-
1, Apprentice; 2, Fellow Craft; and 3, Master. In the second 
temple were the degrees of-4, Apprentice of Egyptian Secrets; 
5, Initiate in the Egyptian Secrets; 6, Cosmopolitan brother; 
7, Christian philosopher; 8, ~laster of Egyptian Secrets; 9, Esquire; 
10, Soldier; and 11, Knight. The societ"y constructed a vast 
building intended as a Grand Chapter of the order, and which 
contained a-q. excellent library, a museum of natural history, and 
a chemical laboratory. For a long time the African Architects 
decreed annually a gold medal worth fifty ducats to the author of 
the best memoir on the history of masonry. 

Ragon, who seldom speaks well of any other rite than his own, 
has, however, in his "Orthodoxie ~la~onnique;" paid the follow
ing tribute to the African Architects:-
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"Their intercourse was modest and dignified. They did not 
esteem decorations, apTons, collars, jewels, &c., but were rather 
fond of luxury, and delighted in sententious apothegms whose 
meani og was sublime but concealed. In their assemblies they 
read essays and communicated the results of their researches. 
At their simple and decorous banquets instructive and scientific 
discourses were delivered. While their iuitiations were gratui
tous, they gave liberal assistance to such zealous brethren as 
were in needy circumstances. They published in Germany many 
important documents on the subject of Freemasonry." 

AGE. In the French, Scotch, and some other rites, each de· 
gree has an emblematic age; that of the E.·. A.·. is three years, 
because, in the system of mystical numbers, three is the num bet 
of geueration7 which comprises three terms, the agent, the re· 
eipient, and the product. :Five is the age of the F .. C.·., five 
being emblematic of active life, characterized by the fJ. ve senses. 
And seYen is the age of the :M. ·. 1\I. ·., it being the perfect num
ber, in allusion to the seven primitive planets which completed 
the astronomic system. 

AHil\IAN REZO~. This is the name of the Book of Con
stitutions, which was used by the 4-ncient Division of Free
masons, which separated in 1739 from the Grand Lodge of Eng
land. The "True Ahiman Rezon" was compiled in 1772 for 
the government of the Ancient l\Iasons, by Laurence Dermott, 
at that time Deputy Grand l\Iaster of that body. The title is 
derived from three Hebrew words, ahirn, brothers, manah, to 
choose or appoint,* and 'ratzon, the will or law, so that it literally 
signifies "the law of chosen brothers." The Book of Consti 

L 

tutions of the Grand Lodge of South Carolina, and that of 

* Jfanah men.ns to choose, a.ppoint, or distribute into n. J.eculiar Jlnss out vf 
n generality, and is hence really equivalent to u accept''- Dalcho's significatiou

1 

to p1·eparl', is incorrect.. 
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Pennsylvania, are also called Ahiman Rezon. See Book of Con
stitutions. 

AHOLUB. A skilful architect, appointed with Bezaleel to 
construct the tabernacle. :l\Ioses, Aholiab, and Bezaleel, the 
builders of the tabernacle, are in the Royal Arch degree appro
priately placed in juxtaposition with Shem, Ham, and J apheth, 
who constructed the ark of safety, and with Joshua, Zerubbabel, 
ancl Haggai, who built the second temple. 

ALARl\1. The signal of the approach of a person demanding 
admission to the lodge is thus called jn masonic language. 

ALL-SEEI~G EYE. An emblem of the :Master's dEgree. 
It reminds us of that superintending Providence who kno~s tho 
mo~t secret thoughts of our hearts, and rewards us according tO 
our merits.* 

This emblem was also found in the ancient mysteries,t and 
was there, as in masonry, preserved as a testimony of the unity 
of that omniscient and omnipresent Deity, the teaching of whose 
existence, in contTadistinction to the popular mythology, was the 
aim and object of all these institutions. 

ALPHA AXD O:JIEG A. The first and last letters of the 
(heek a:phabet, e(iui,alent therefore to the beginning and end
ing of any thing, or to the whole of it in its completeness. The 
Jews used the first and last letters of their alphabet, Aleph and 
Tau, to express proverbi<llly the whole compass of things; as when 
they said that "Adam transgressed the whole law, from Aleph to 
Tau. "i St. John substituted the Greek for the Hebrew letters, as 
being more familiar to his readers. · 

"' Deus trlfns ·visfl.~,-Gotl is all eye~, says Pliny. 
t AUJong tbe Egyptians tho Eye was tho symbol of Osiris, and signified 

Pt·oyjcknco. Hen\'e they con::ccrntecl, in their temples, eyes mauo of pr~c;i~:n,. 

llJateria 1 '"'· 
.: .\ 1lrtm ( 'larkf!, ('.,mrnent:~r~· em Rt•\·. i. R, 

• j ~-• . ., ,. 
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ALPHABET OF ANGELS. The Jews speak of a celestial 
and mystical alphabet, which they say was communicated by the 
angels to the patriarchs. Kircher gives a copy of it in his CBdi
pus Egyptiacus, tom. ii. p. 105. This alphabet is several times 
al1uded to in the ritual of the Scotch rite. 

ALTAR. The place where the sacred offerings were presented 
to God. After the erection of the Tabernacle, altars were of 
two kinds, altars of sacrifice and altars of incense. The altar of 
masonry may be considered as the representative of both these 
forms. From thence the grateful incense of Brotherly Love, 
Relief, and Truth, is ever rising to the Great I A}l; "'hile on it, 
the umuly passi• ns and the worldly appetites of the brethren 
are laid, as a fitting sacrifice to the genius of our order. 

The proper form of a masonic altar is that of a cube, about 
three feet high, with four horns, one at each corner, and having 
spread open upon it the Holy Bible, square, and compasses, while 
around it are placed in a triangular form and proper position the 
three lesser lights. 

t:.t.S1'. 

• "' 0 

~ 
* 

This diagram will ex
hibit the correct position 
in which the lights should 
be placed around the al
tar, the stars designating 
the places of the lights in 
the East, ,y est, and South, 
and the black dot the va
cancy in the North where 
there is no light. 

Placing the lights a11 in the east at the head of the altar is a 
t::ommon error, but a great one, as it does not meet the refJ_uire
ments of the ritual, which not only places them in a different 
position, but snys that they sm·round the altar. 
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AMERICAN :MYSTERIES. Among the many evidences of 
a former state of civilization among the aborigines of this country 
which seem to pro"Ve their origin from the races that inhabit the 
Eastern hemisphere, not the least remarkable is the existence of 
fraternities bound by mystic ties, and claiming, like the Free
masons, to possess an esoteric knowledge which they carefully 
conceal from all but · the initiated. De \Vitt Clinton, once the 
General Grand High Priest of the United States, relates, on the 
authority of a respectable native minister, who had received the 
signs, the existence of such a society among the Iroquois. The 
number of the membm·s was limited to fifteen, of whom six were 
to be ot the Seneca tribe, five of the Oneidas, two of the Cayugas, 
and two of the St. Regis. They claim that their institution has 
existed from the era of the. creation. The times of their meeting 
they keep secret, and throw much mystery over all their proceed 
mgs. 

The mysteries of the Mexican tribes were characterized by 
cruelty and bloodshed. In the celebration of these shocking 
rites, the aspirant was previously subjected to long and painful 
fastings, and compelled to undergo, in even a heightened form, 
all the terrors and sufferings which distinguished the mysteries 
uf the Eastern continent. He was scourged with cords, wound
£-d with knives, and cauterized with red-hot cinders. So cruel 
were these probations, that many perished under their infliction; 
and yet he who recoiled from the trial, or suffered an involuntary 
groan to escape his lips, was dismissed with contempt, and con
sidered thenceforth as unworthy to mingle in the society of his 
equals. It was in the temple of Vitzliputzli that the l\Iexican 
mysteries were celebrated on the grandest scale. The candidate, 
being first anointed with a narcotic unguent, descended into the 
gloomy caverns of initiation, which were excavated beneath the 
temple. The ceremonies were intended to represent the wander
ings of the god, and the caverns through which the aspirant was 
to pass were called the path of the dead. 

He is conducted through these caverns amid shrieks of anguish 
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and groans of despair, which seem to rise from eveTy side, phan· 
toms of death fiit past his eyes, and while trembling for Lis safety, 

he reaches the budy of a slain victim whose heart has becu 
ripped fnm his breast, and whose limbs are still qui-verin~ with 
departing life; suddenly he fimls himself in a spacious \ault, 
throug:h which an artificial sun is darting his rnys, and in the 

roof of which is an orifice through which the body of the sacri· 
fic:ed Yictim had been precipitated. lie is now immediately under 
the high altar. Finally, after encountering many other horrors, 
he roaches a narrow fi~sure which terminates the snit of subter

ranean apartments, aml being protruded through it by his guide~ 
he fiuds himself in open air, and in the midst of a \·ast multi· 
tude, who receive him with shouts as a person regenerated or 
born again.* 

This was the first degree of the :Jiexican mysteries. There 
was a higher grade attainable only by the priests, in which the 
instruction was of a symbolic chnracter, and l'eferred to thr deluge 

nnd the subsequent settlement of their ancestors on the lake of 
~lexico. The details of this legend bcir a romurlmble similarity 
to the scriptural account of the wanderings and final sc1tlclltent 
of the Israelites. The tribe was led by the god Yitzliput.zli, who 

WHS Sefl.ted in a squm·e ark, and held iu his hand a rroJ formNl 
like a se11Jent. The ark was called the throne of God, and its 
four corners were surmounted by serpents' heads. During tl10ir 
marches and encampments, Vitzlipntzli revealed to them a mode 
of worship and a code of lnws to govern them after they had taken 
possession of the prornised land. In the midst of their encamp
ment, they erected a tabernacle with an altar, on which v,.as 

piaced the sacred ark. After a tedious expedition, they fi11ally 
arrived at an island in the middle of a lake, where tl10y built th-.: 
city of )lexico, and furnished it with a pyramidal temple. 

The mysteries of the PcruYians were more simple and humau(·, 
------------------------ - ---

"-' It may as well he remarked in this place, lhnt this rcgl'ncration, or raisinr 
from death to a second life, constituted the great en<l of nll Lhe pagau rites. 
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and consisted principally of a lustration, performed annually on 
the first day of the September moon. 

A~IERICAN RITE. The rite practised in the United 
States, and which is a modification or rather development of 
the York Rite. It consists of nine degrees :-1. Entered Ap
prentice. 2. Fellow Craft. 3. :l\Iaste1· Mason. 4. l\Iark l\las
ter. 5. Past l\Iaster. 6. l\Iost Excellent ~laster. 7. Royal 
Arch. 8. Royal ~laster. 9. Select ~lasteT. The degrees of 
Chivalry, consisting of the Knight of the Red Cross, Knight 
Templar, and Knight of :\lalta, are appendages to the Rite; and 
in some councils another degree, that of Super Excellent ~las
ter, is given. The system of nine degrees, however, which con
stitutes the real American Rite, I am disposed to attribute to 
Thomas Smith \Vebb, who organized it in the latter part of the 
last century. 

A~IPLE FOR.l\1. When the Grand Lodge is opened by the 
Grand ~laster in person, it is said to be opened in "ample form;" 
when by the Deputy Grand l\1aster, it is in ''due form;" and 
when by any other officer, it is said to be simply "in form." 

ANCIENT AND ACCEPTED RITE. See Scotch Rite . 

. .ANCIENT CRAFT ~IASONRY. The degrees of Entered 
Apprentice, ~Fellow-Craft, and l\Iaster :i\lason, are thus called, 
oecause they were the only degrees which were anciently prac
tised by the craft 

AJ."{CIENT l\IASO~S. See Modern Masons. 

ANCIENT REFORl\IED RITE. A rite differing very 
slightly from the French rite. It is practised in Belgium nnd 
Holland. 
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... \~DT~RSOX. J arne~ Anderson, D.D., the compiler of the 
:Emdi:-:h Book of Constitutious, Wa'- born in E<linhurgh, ~cot land, 
uu the 5th of Augu~t, 1G8-1-, but, fin· nwny years of his life: 'vas 
a resident of England and the minister of the Scotch Presbyterian 
church in Swnll\_1w f'treet. Picatlilly1 Londou. Bcsi<lcs the Book 

of Constitutious, to which he is principally in<lebtcd for his rep
utation, he wnB also the author of uu extensiyc and singular work 

eutitlecl ·' Roy:d Genealogies." Chambers, in his "Scottish 13i
O,!!l·aplly," de~cribcs him a:-: "a learned but imprudent man, 1\"ho 

lo"t a considerable part of his property in <lcep dabbling in the 
So nth ~en Stheuw." He died iu the year 17 -±6, agctl 02 years. 

AXDllOGY~OUS :)1...-\..SOXltY. Degrees imitative of rna~ 

sonry, which ba'e been inc;titutctl for the initiation of runles and 

females, so called from two Greek words signifying man and uo
man. They were first established in I~'rancc in the year 1730, 

under the name of "lod~cs of adoption." In America there ar~ 
scYernl andro~ynou~ degrees, sm.:h as the Good Samaritan, the 
Heroine of ,) ericho, and the ::L\lason's Daughter. See Adopt ire 
Jli.tsowry. 

A~GLE. See Right Angle. 

AX.NIYERSAltY. The two anniversaries of Symbulic 1\fa. 
sonry arc, the festi\als of St.John the Bapti~t, and 8t. ,John the 

}~vangelist, 24th of June and 27th of December. Sec in this 
work the title Dr.dication. The anniversary of the Princes i>f 
Rose Croix. is Easter day. 

AX~O LUCIS. In tlte I'·ear of Ligltt. Used in umsonHl 

dates, and usually abbreYiateJ A.·. L. ·. Sec Year of Light. 

A~TIQUITY OF l\IASOXRY. Freemasonry is in itl' prin. 
eiples undouhtedly coeval with the creation, but iu its orgauiza
tion n~ a peculiar instinuion, su<.:h as it n<LW exists, we tbrc not 
trace it further La<:k than to the building of Kiu~ Solomon's 
temple. It was, hmve' cr, in its ongm clo~ely COilllCdcd with 
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the Ancient .)lystcries, and the curious i uquirer will find some 
gratification in tracing this connection. 

\Vhen man was first created, he had, of course, a perfect know
ledge of the true name and nature of the Being who created 

him. But when, by his mrn folly, he fell "from his high estate," 
he lost, with his pm·ity, that knowledge of God which in his 
primeval condition formed the noblest endoWlllent of his mind. 
And at length the whole human race haYing increased in wicked

ness until every thought and act was evil, God determined, by a 

flood, to purge the emih of this excess of sin. To Xoah, how
e\'er, he was mercifnl, and to this patriarch and his posterity was 
to be intrusted the knowlecl2:e of the true God. But on the 

'-

plains of Sbinar man again rebelled, and as a punishment of his 

rel>ellion, at the lofty tower of Babel, lang7.tage 1cas confounded, 
and masonry lost, for masonry then, as now, consisted in a know
ledge of these great truths, that there is one Gou, and that the 
soul is immortal. The patriarchs, howe-ver, were saved from 

the general moral desolation, and still preserved true masonry, 
or the knowledge of these dogmas, in the patriarchal line. The 

Gentile nations, on the contrary, fell rapidly from one error into 
another, and, losing sight of the one great I A~I, substituted 
in his place the names of heroes and disting·uisbed men, whom, 

hy a ready apotheosis, they converted into the thousand deities 
who occupied the calendar of their reEgious worship. 

The philosophers and sages, however, still rHained, or dis
coYered by the dim light of nature, some traces of these great 
doctrines of masonry, the unity of God, and tl1c immortality of 
the soul. But these doctrines they cln.red not teach in public, 
for history records what would haYe been the fu.e of such teme

rity, when it informs us that Socrates paid th-~ forfeit of his 
life for his boldness in proclaiming these truths ttl the Athenian 
youth. 

They therefore taught in secret what they were afraid to in
culcate in public, and established for this purpose the Aneient 
~Iystcries, those truly masonic institutions, which, by a series uf 
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solemn and imposing ceremonies, prepared the mind of the ini· 
tinte for the reception of those unpO})Ular dogmas, while, by the 
(:aution exercised in the sdection of candidates, and the obliga
tions of secrecy imposed upon them, the teachers were secured 
from all danger of popular bigotry and rttnaticism. A full de
scription of these l\I ysteries will be found in this work under the 
appropriate title. Their members went through a secret cere
mony of initiation, by which they became entitled to a full 
participation in the esoteric knowledge of the order, and were in 
possession of certain modes of recognition known only to them
selves. In all of them, there was, in adtlition to the instnwtions 
in relation to the existence of a Supreme Deity, a legend in 
which, by the dramatic representation Of the violent death and 
subsequent restoration to life of some distinguished personage, 
the doctrines of the resurrection and the soul's immortality were 
emblematically illustrated. 

Among these Teligious institutions was that of the Dionysian 
Mysteries, which were celebrated throughout Greece and .L-\.sin. 
1.\linor, aucl in which the peculiar legend was the murder of 
Bacchus, or, as the Greeks called him, Dionysus, by the Titans, 
and his subRec1uent restoration to life. The priests of Dionysus, 
having cle,•oted themselves to architectural pursuits, established, 
about one thousand years before the Christian era, a society of 
bu~ders iu Asia Minor, who are styled by the ancient write1s 
"The Fraternity of Dionysian Architects," and to this soeiety 
was exclusive1y confined the privilege of erecting temples and 
other public buildings. 

The fratemity of Dionysian Architects were linked together 
by the secret ti.cs of the Dionysian ~Iysteries, into which they 
hacl all been initiated. Thus constituted, the fraternity was dis
tiuguished by many peculiarities that striking-ly assimilate it to 
uur order. In the exercise of charity, the "more opulent were 
sacretlly bound to proYicle for the exigencies of the poorer breth
ren." For the facilities of labour and goYernmeut, they were 
divided into lodges, each of which was governed by a. ~laster and 
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'V'ardens. They employed in their ceremonial observances many 
of the implements which are still to be found among Freemasons, 
and used like them, a universal language, by which one brother 
could distinguish another in the dark as well as in the light, and 
which served to unite the members scattered over India, Persia, 
and Syria, into one common brotherhood. The existence of this 
order in Tyre, at the time of the building of the Temple, is uni
versally admitted; and lliram, the widow's son, to whom Solo
mon intrusted the superiutendence of the workmen, as an in
habitant of Tyre, and as a skilful architect and cunning and 
curious workman, was doubtless one of its members. Hence we 
are scarcely claiming too much for our order, when we suppose 
that the Dionysians were sent by Hiram, King of Tyre, to assist 
King Solomon in the construction of the house he was about to 
dedicate to Jehovah, and that they communicated to their J ewisl1 
fellow-labourers a knowledge of the advantages of their fratet·nity, 
and invited them to a participation in its mysteries and privileges. 
In this union, however, the apocryphal legend of the Dionysians 
gave way to the true legend of the Dlasons, which was unhappily 
furni8hea by a melancholy incident that occun-ed at the time. 

Upon the completion of the Temple, the workmen who had 
been engaged in its construction necessarily dispersed, to extend 
their knowledge and to renew their labours in other lands. But 
we do not lose sight of the order. 'Ve find it still existing in 
Judea, under the name of the EssENIAN FRATERNITY. This 
was rather a society of philosopher:s than of architects, a11d in 
this re~pect it approached still nearer to the character of modern 
speculati-re masonry. The Essenians were, howeyer, undoubtedly 
connected with the Temple, as their origin is derived by the 
learned Scaliger, with eYery appearance of truth, from the KASSI· 

DEAN:s, a fraternity of Jewish devotees, who, in the bugungc of 
Lawrie, had associated together as "Knights of the Temple of 
J crusalem, to adorn the porches of that magnificent struct urc, 
and to preserve it from injury and decay." The Essenians were 
peculiarly strict in scrutinizing the characters of all those who 

4 
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npplieu for admi~sion into their fraternity. The succc.~sful candi
date, at the termination of his probntionary novitiate, war-; pre
sented by the Elders of the society wilh a white garment, as an 
emblem of the pudty of life to which he was to aspire, and which, 
like the unsullied apron, the first gift that we bostow upon an 
Entered Apprentice, was esteemed more houourabie than aught 
that any earthly prince could gi ~e. An oath was administered 
to him, by which he bound himself not to diYulge the secrets 
with which he should be intrusted, and not to make any innova
tions upon the settled usages of the society. He was then made 
acquainted with certain modes of recognition, and was instructed 
in the traditionary knowledge of the order. They admitted no 
women into their fraternity; abolished all distinctions of rank; 
and devoted tl1emscl ves to the acquisition of knowledge aud the 
dispensation of charity. 

Fr_om the Essenians, Pythagoras deriYed much if not all of the 
k~1owlcdge and the ceremonies with which he clothed the e~oteric 
school of his philo~ophy; and while this identity of doctrines and 
ceremonies is universally admitted by profane historians, many 
of the most competent of our own writers have attributed the 
propagation of ma:::onry into Europe to the efforts of the Gr(.cian 
sage. It is certain that ~uch an opinion W<1S preYalent not less 
than four centuries ago; for in the ancieut manuscript, now well 
known to )lasons, which was discovered by the celeltrated Locke 
among the papers of the Bodleian Library, and which is said to 
be a copy of an original in the handwriting of King Henry the 
Sh.th, l1imse1f a :\fason, it is exprcPsly sairl that Pythn.goral' 
brought masonry from Egypt and Syria into Greece, from wh~nce, 
in process of time, it passetl into England. 

I shall not vouch for the truth of thb assumption; for notwith
standing the celebrity of Pythagoras eYen at this day among our 
fraternity, anJ the adoption into our lodges of his well-known 
l)roblcm, I am rather inelined to attribute the exten:;;ion of ma
sonry into Europe to the frequent and continued communications 
with Palestine, in the earlier uges of the Chri~tian dispensation. 
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About this period we shall find that associations of travelling 
architects existed in all the countries of the continent; that they 
journeyed from citi to city1 and were actively engaged in the 
construction of religious edifices and regal palaces.* The go\ern
ment of these fraternities of Freemasons-for they had already 
l:>egun to assume that distinctive appellation-was even then 
extremely regular. They lived in huts or lodges, (a name which 
our places of meeting still retain,) temporarily erected for their 
accommodation, near the building on which they were employed. 
Every tenth man received the title of 'Varden, and was occupied 
iH superintending the labours of those placed under him, while 
the direction and supervision of the whole was intrusted to a 
l\Iaster chosen by the fraternity. 

Freemasons continued for a long time to receive the protection 
and enjoy the patronage of the church and the nobility, until the 
former, becoming alaTilled at the increase of their numbers and 
the extension of their privileges, began to persecute them with 
an unrelenting rigour, which eventually led to their suspension on 
the continent. :l\Iany lodges, however, had already been estab
lished in Great Britain, and these, shielded by the comparative 
mildness and justice of the British laws, continued to propagate 
the doctrines of the order throughout England and Scotland, and 
to preserve unimpaired its ancient laiidmarks. From the royal 
city of York in England, and the village and abbey of Kiln'inning, 
the cradle of masonry in Scotland) our order continu~d to be 
disseminated and to flourish, throughout the two kiugd}ms, with · 
undiminished lustre, long after the lodges of their less fortunate 
brethren had been dissolved by the persecutions on the continent. 
From this period7 the institutions of masonry began to be extend·· 
ed with rapidity, and to be establishe? with permanency. The 
clignity of the order was elevated) as the beauty of its principles 
becallle known. Nobles sought with avidity the honour of initia
tion into our sacred rites, and the gavel of the Grand )Jaster has 
b.:en more than once wielded by the hand of a king. 

---- --------------------------------------------
* See the article Travelling Freema.~ons, in this WQrk. 
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APHANISJ)I. It is stated in the preceding article that in 
the Ancient Mysteries there always was a legend of the death 
and subsequent resurrection, or findin~, of the body of some dis
tinguished personage. That part of the ceremonies which re
presented the concealing of the body was called the aplwnism, 
from the Greek work O.(/)O.v£':w, to conceal. 

APPEAL. The !\laster is supreme in his lodge, so far as 
the lodge is concerned. He is amenable for his conduct in the 
government of the lodge, not to its wembers, but to the Grand· 
Lodge alone. In deciding points of order, as well as graver 
matters, no appeal can be taken from that decision to the lodge. 
If an appeal were proposed, it would be his duty, for the pre
servation of discipline, to refuse to put the question. If a mem
ber is aggrieved with the conduct or the decision of the l)Iastcr, 
he has his redress by an appeal to the Grand Lodge, which will, 
of course, see that the Master does not rule his lodge "in an un
just or arbitrary manner." But such a thing as an appeal from 
the l\Iaster to the lodge, is unknown in masonry. Sec 11Ia:ster of 
a Lodge. 

The General Grand Chapter of the United States has deter
ruined that there can be no appeal from the decision of a High 
Priest to his Chapter. 

A similar decision has been made by the Ron. W. B. Hubbard, 
the General Grand l\Iaster of the Knights Templar, in relation to 
appeals froiL Grand Commanders to their Encam pmcnts, and his 
decision appears to have been sustained by the General Grand 
Encampment. 

APPRENTICE. The Entered Apprentice is the first degree 
in masonry, and though it supplies no historical knowledge, it is 
replete with information on the internal structure of the order. 
It is remarkable, too, for the beauty of the morality which it 
inculcates. As an Entered Apprentice, a lesson of humility, and 
contempt of worldly riches and earthly graudeur, is impressed 
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upon the mind by symbolic ceremonies, teo important in their 
character ever to bP- forgotten. The beauty and holiness of 
charity are depicted in emblematic modes, stronger and more 
lasting than mere language can express; and the neophyte is 
direchd to lay a corner-stone of virtue and purity, upon whicl1 
he is charged to erect a superstructure, alike honourable to him
self, and to the fraternity of which he is hereafter to compo~e a 
part. 

This degree is considered as "the weakest part of masonry','' 
and hence, although an Entered Apprentice is allowed to sit in a 
lodge of his degree, he is not permitted to speak or vote on the 
proceedings. 

\Yhen a candidate is initiated into this degree, he is techi
cally said to be ''entered," that is, he l1as been permitted to en
ter the ground-floor of the temple, for a reason well known to 
Masons. 

APRO.N. The lambskin or white leather apron, is the badge 
of a .i\lason, and the first gift bestowed by the ~laster upon the 
newly initiated Apprentice. The apron is worn by operative 
.l\Iasons, to preserve their garments from spot or stain. But we: 
as speculative )lasons, use it for a more noble purpose. By t.he 
whiteness of its colour, and the innocence of the animal from 
which it is obtained, we are admonished to preserve that blame
less purity of life and conduct. which will alone enable us here
after to present ourselves before the Grand ~laster of the Uni. 
verse, uustained with sin and unsullied with \ice. 

ln1estiture constituted an important part of the Ancient ~Iys

teries; and as the white apron is the inYestitm·e of IDa::;onry, we 
find something resembling it in all the pagan rites The Esse· 
nians clothed their candidate with a white robe, reaching to the 
ground, and bordered with a fringe of blue riband, as an em blcm 
of holiness. In the mysteries of Greece the ~nwment of initia
tion was also white; because, says Cieero, ''hite is a <.:olour most 

4* 
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acceptable to the gods. This robe was considered sacred, and 

never taken off by the possessor, ,until worn to rags. In Persia, 
in the mysteries of :i)lithras, the robes of investiture were the 
Girdle, on which were depicted the signs of the Zodiac; the 
Tiara; The \Vhite Apron; and the Pnrple Tunic. In the mys

teries of Hindostan, the aspirant was presented with a consecrated 
Sash, consisting of a cord of niue threads, which was worn fronl 

the left shoulder to the right side. An apron, composed of the 
three masonic colours, blue, purple, and scarlet, was worn by the 
1 ewi:sh priesthood; and the prophets, on all occasions when a bout 

tu perform any solemn duty, invested themselves with a girdle or 
apron. Lastly, all the ancient statues of the heathen gods, which 

ha-ve been discovered in Greece, Asia, or America, are decorated 
with superb aprons. \Ve hence dedttce the antiquity and honour 
of this important part of a Freemason's vestments, and substan

tiate the correctness of our clnim, that it is "ruore ancient than 
the Golden Fleece or Roman Eagle, and more honourable than 
the Star and Garter." 

The masonic npron is a pure white lambskin, from fourteen to 
sixteen inches wide, and from tweh·e to fourteen deep, with a 
fall about three to four inches deep; square at the bottom, with
out ornament, and bound in the symbolic degrees with blue, 
and in the Royal Arch with scm·let. In this country the con 

struction of the npron is the same in each of the symbolic de
grees, which are only distinguished by the mode in which th!i 

apron IS worn. But in England the apron Yaries in each of the 

degrees.* 
The E. ·. A. ·. has a plain apron without ornament. 

The F.·. (;. ·. has an addition of two skv blue 1·oscttes at the 
" 

bottom. 
1'he M. ·. ~I.·. has an additional rosette on the fall, and l1as sky

blue liniug and edging, and sih·er tassels. 

\V. ·. )lasters and Past ~lasters, in lieu of rosettes, wear per-

·------------------------
•' A l'imilnr system iE adopted io Germany. 
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pendicular lines on horizontal ones> like a L reversed, forming 
three sets of two right angles. 

The silk or satin apron is a French innovntion, wholly un~ 
masonic, incompatible with the emblematic instruction of the 
investiture, and should never be tolerated in a lodge of York 
:Masons. 

ARCH, ANTIQUJ:TY OF THE. Writers on architecture 
have, until within a few years, been accustomed to suppose that 
the invention of the Arch and Keystone was not anterior to 
the era of Augustus. But the researches of modern antiquaries 
have traced the existence of the Arch as far back as 460 years 
before the building of King Solomon's temple, and thus com
pletely 1·econciled masonic tradition with the truth of history. 
See Keystone. 

ARCH OF ENOCH. The 13th degree of the Ancient and 
Accepted Rite. It is mm·e commonly called "Knight of the 
Ninth A1·ch," to which the reader is referred. 

ARCH OF HEAVEN. Job xxvi. 11, compares heaven to 
an arch supported by pilla1·s. "The pillal's of heaven tremble 
and are astonished at his reproof." Dr. Outbush, on this pns· 
sage, remarks-" The arch in this instance is allegorical, not only 
of the arch of heaven, but of the higher degree of masonry, 
commonly called the Holy Royal Arch. The pillars which s~p
port the arch are emblematical of 1-Visdom and Strength; the 
former denoting the wisdom of the Supreme Architect, and tbe 
latter the stability of the Universe."-.Am. Ed. Brewster's 
Encyc. 

ARCH OF STEEL. The Grand honours are conferred, in 
the French and Scotch rites, by two ranks of brethren elevating 
and crossing their drawn swords. They call it votde d'acier. 

AllOR, ROYAL. See Royal Arch. 
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ARCHITECTURE. The ar t of constructinfr dwellings, as a 
shelter from the heat of summer and the cold of winter, must 
have been resorted to from the yery first moment in which man 
became subjected to the power of the elements. Architecture 
is, therefore, not only one of the most important, but one of the 
most ancient of sciences. Rude and imperfect must, howeyer, 
have been the first. efforts of the human race, resulting in the 
erection of huts clumsy in their appearance, and ages must haYe 
elnpRed ere wisdom of design combined strength of material with 
beauty of execution. 

As Geometry is the science on which masonry is founded, 
Architecture is the art from which it borrows the language of its 
symbolic instruction. In the earlier ages of the order, every 
:l\Iason was either an operative mechanic or a superintending 
architect. And something more than a superficial knowledge of 
the principles of architecture is absolutely essential to the :Uason, 
who would eithe1· understand the former history of the institution 
or appreciate its present objects. 

There are five orders of Architecture, the Doric, the Ionic, 
the Corinthian, the Tuscan, and the Composite. The ·first three 
are the ori~inal orders, and were invented in Greece; the la8t 
two are of later formation, and owe t.heir existence to Italy 
Each of these orders, as well as the otner terms of Archiwcture, 
so far as they are connected with Freemasonry, will be foun i 
under their appropriate heads throughout this work. 

ARITH)IETIC. 'rhat science whicl1 is cngngf'd in consi
dering the properties aud powers of numbers, and which, from its 
manifest necessity in all the operations of weighit1g, numbering: 
and measuring, must have had its origin in the remotest ages of 
the world. 

In the lecture of the degree of ''Grand l\laster Architect/ ' 
the application of this science to Freemasonry is made to consist 
in its reminding the )fason that he is continually to add to his 
knowledge, nevel' to suu:jtract :my thing from the character of his 
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neighbour, to 1nultiply his benevolence to his fellow-creatures, 
and to divide his means with a suffering brother. 

ARK. The Ark of the Covenant or of the Testimony was a 
chest originally constructed by .Moses at God's command, (Exod. 
xxv. 16,) in which were kept the two tables of stone, on which 
were engraved the ten commandments. It contained, likewise, 
a golden pot filled with manna, Aaron's rod, and the tables of the 
covenant. It was at first deposited in the most sacred place of 
the tabernacle, and afterward placed by Solomon in the Sanctum 
Sanctorum of the Temple, and was lost upon the destruction of 
that building by the Chaldeans. The masonic traditions on the 
subject of its future history are exceedingly interesting to Royai 
~~ch Masons. 

The ark was made of shittim wood, overlaid, within and with· 
out, with pure gold. It was about thxee feet nine inches long, 
two feet three inches wide, and of the same extent in depth. It 
had on the side two rings of gold, through which were placed 
staves of shittim wood, by which, when necessary, it was borne 
by the Levites. Its covering was of pure gold, over which were 
placed two .figures called Cherubim, with expanded wings. The 
covering of the ark was called lcaphiret, from kapha,1', to forgive 
sin: and hence its English name of "mercy-seat," as bei tg the 
place where the intercession for sin was made. 

ARK AND ANCHOR. Emblems of a well-grounded hope 
and a well-spent life, used in the Master's degree. They are 
emblematical of that divine ark which safely wafts us over this 
tempestuous sea of troubles, and that anchor which shall securely 
moor us in a peaceful harbour, where the wicked cease from 
troubling and the weary shall find rest. 

There is no symbol more common than the ark to the spurious 
masonry of the Ancient ~Iysterics, and the true or speculative 
Freemasonry. In the due celebration of their kindred mysteries, 
says Faber, a certain holy ark was eqnally used by the Grecli:s, 
the Italians, the Celts, the Goths, the Phenicians, the Egyptians, 
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the Babylonians, the Hindoos, the l\Iexicans, the Northern Ameri· 
cans, and the Islanders of the Pacific Ocean.* Historically this 
ark referred to the ark of Noak, but symbolically it was used as 
a coffin to receive the bouy of the candidate, and was an emblem 
of regeneration or resurrection. With this view the explanation 
we have given above from the masonic ritual accurately accords, 
and hence the ark and anchor have been appropriately. adopted 
as symbols of the third degree, or that in _which the doctrine of 
the resurrection is emphatically taught. 

ARK AND DOVE. An illustrative degree, preparatory to 
the Royal Arch, and usually conferred, when conferred at all, 
immediately before the solemn ceremony of exaltation. The 
name of Noachite, sometimes given to it, is incorrect, as this be. 
longs to a degree in the ancient Scotch rite. It is very probable 
that the degree, which now, however, has lost much of its signi
ficance, was derived from a much older one called the Royal Ark 
lllariners, to which the reader is referred. The previous article 
shows that the ark and dove formed an important part :>f th<' 
spurious Freemasonry of the ancients. 

ARK, SUBSTITUTE. The Substitute Ark, is that which 
is represented in the Royal Arch an9. Select :\laster's degrees, 
being a substitute for the original Ark of the Covenant that was 
lost at the destruction of the Temple by N ebucl1aclnezzar. 

ARMS OF FR.EEl\IASONRY. "The l\Iasons," says Bailey, 
"were incorporated about the years 1419, having been called tho 
Freemasons. Their aTmorial ensigns are, az'ure on n. cheveron 
bet\veen three castles m·gent; a pair of compasses somewhat ex~ 
tended, of the first. Crest a castle of the second." 

The arms of the Grand Lodge, according to Dermot, are the 
same as those now adO})ted by Royal Arch Masonry in this 
cou'Jtry, which may be blazoned as follows: 

Party per cross vert voided or j in the first quarter, azure, a. 

*Origin ,lf Pagan Idolatry, vol. iii. p. 121. 
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lion rampant, 01·, for the tribe of Judah; in the second, O'r, an 
ox passant, sable for Ephraim; in the third, or, a man erect, 
proper, for Reuben; in the fourth, a:~ure, a spread eagle, or, for 
Dan Crest an ark of the covenant; and supporters, two cheru
bim, all p1·oper. ~lotto, "Holiness to the Lord." 

The impossibility of blazoning a coat, except in the terms of 
heraldry, will, I trust, be my excuse for the technical na.ture of 
this de;cription, which, I know, must be unintelligible to all who 
are unacquainted with the principles of heraldry. The plate of 
this coat of arms may, however, be seen in Cross's Chart. 

1'hese arms are derived from the '' tettarchical" (as Sir Thos. 
Browne calls them) or general banners of the four principal 
tribes : for it is said that the twelve tribes, dm·ing their passage 
through the wilderness, were encamped in a hollow square, three 
on each side, as follows: Judah, Zebulon, and Issachar, in the 
east, under the general banner of Judah; Dan, Asher, and Naph
tali, in the north, under the banner of Dan; Ephraim, Manasseb, 
and Benjamin, in the west, under the banner of Ephraim; and 
Reuben, Simeon, and Gad, m the south, under Reuben. See 
Banners. 

AltTS, LIBERAL. The seven liberal arts and smences are 
illustrated in the . Fellow Craft's degree. They are Grammar, 
Rhetoric, Logic, Arithmetic, Geometry, :tnusic, and Astronomy. 
Grammar is the ·science which teaches us to express our ideas m 
appropriate worrls, which we may afterward beautify and adorn 
by means of Rhetoric, while I,;ogic in3tructs us how to tlunk 
and reason with propriety, and to make language subordinate to 

thought. Arithmetic, which is the science of computing by 
numbers, is absolutely essential, not only to a thorough know
ledge of all mathematical science, but also to a proper pursuit 
of our daily aYocations. Geometry, or the applieatiou- of A.rith
nJetic to sensible quantities, is of all sciences the most important, 
since by it we are enabled to measure and survey the globe that 
we inhabit. Its principles extend to other spheres; and, occu· 
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pied in the contemplation and measurement of the sun, moon, 
and heavenly bodies, constitute the science of Astronomy; and 
lastly, when our minds are filled, and our thoughts enlarged, by 
the contemplation of all the wonders which these sciences open 
to our view, ~Iusic comes forward, to soften our he~n-ts and culti
vate our affections by its soothing influences. 

The preservation of these arts as a part of the ritual of the 
Fellow Craft's degree, is another evidence of the antiquity of 
.Freemasonry. These "seven liberal arts," as they were then for 
the first time called, constituted in the eighth ce1atury the whole 
circle of the sciences. 'fhe first three were di~tinguished by the 
title of trivium, and the last four by that of qua(hiviurn, and 
to their acquisition the h1bours and studies of scholars were di
rected., while beyoncl them they neYer attempted to soar. 

:Mosheim, spealdng of the state of literature in the eleYenth 
eentury, uses the following language : "The seYen liberal arts, 
a~ they were now styled, were taught in the greatest part of the 
:;chools, that were erected in this century for the education of 
youth. The first stage of these sciences was grammar, which 
was followed succe.;siYcly by rhetoric and logic. 'Yhen the dis
ciple, having learned these brancheg, which were generally known 
by the name of trt'vium, extended his ambition fnrthcr, and was 
desirous of new improYement in the sciences, he was conducted 
slowly through the quadriYium (arithmetic, music, geometry, 
and :tstronomy), to the very summit of literary fame."* 

ASHLAR. "Free stone as it comes out of the quarry."
Bcdlc!J. In speculative masonry we adopt the .Ashktr in two dif
ferent states, as symbols in the Apprentice's degree. The Hough 
Ashlar, or stone in its rude and unpolisl10d condition, is emble
matic of man in his natural ~tate-ig·nornnt, utlctlltiYated, and 
nc1ous. .But when cduuation has exerted its wholesome i nflucnce 
in expanding his intellect, restraining his pa~siun:;, and purifying 
lJEs life, he then is represented by the Perfect Ashlar, whieh, un-
----- -------------------

"' llis t. Erdt"t:hlst., Cwt. xi., p. ii., c. 1, * 5 
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der the skilful hands of the workmen, has been smoothed, and 
squared, and fitted for its place in the building. 

Oli\·er says that the Perfect Ashlar should be "a stone of a 
true die square, which can only be tried by the square and com
passes."* But he admits that some brethren do not consider t.hi!$ 
form as essential. In American lodges it certainly is not. 

ASSE~IBLY. The annual meetings of the craft, previous to 
t.he orgauizution of Grand Lodges in their present form, were 
called "General Assemblies." Thus, under the Grand l\Iaster
ship of the Earl of St. Albans, we read of the "Regulations made 
in General Assembly, Dec. 27, 1663." 

Anderson says,t that it is written in the Old Constitutions, thar. 
''Prince Edwin purchased a free charter of King Athelstane, his 
brother, for the Freemasons to have among themselves a correc
tion, or a power and freedom to regulate themselves, to amend 
what might happen to be amiss, and to hold a yearly communica
tion in a General Assembly." This charter was granted A. D. 

926, and in that year the first General Assembly in England was 
held at the city of York, where due regulations for the govern
ment of the cmft were adopted. These regulations of the Assem
Dly at York have ever since remained unaltered, and it is from 
our submitting to their authority that we derive the name we bear 
of'' Ancient York Masons." 

ASTRONOMY. The science which instructs us in the laws 
that govern the heavenly bodies. Its origin is lost in the abyss 
of antiquity; for the earliest inhabitants of the earth must have 
been attracted by the splendour of the glorious firrnameut abo\e 
them., and would have sought in the motions of its luminaries for 
the readiest and most certain method of measuring time. V{ith 
Astronomy the system of Freemasonry is intimately connected. 
From that science many of our must significant emblems are 
borrowed. The lodge itself is a representation of the world; it 

• TJandruarks, vol. i.1 p. 146. 
5 

t Constitutions, p. 84. 

• 
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is at!urneu with the image::; of the sun and moon, w h 1sc regular
ity auu precision furnish a lesson of wisdom and prucJpnce; it:;r 
pilars of strength and establishment ha\·e beeu compar~J to tho 
two columns which the ancients placed at the equinoctial poiuts 
as supporters of the arch of hcaveu; the blazing star which was 

nmong the Egyptians a symbol of ... \.nubis or the dog-star, whose 
rising foretold the overflowing of the Nile, shines in the east; 
while the clouded canopy is decorated with the beautiful Pleiader
The connection between our order and astronomy is still more 
manifest in the spurious Freemasonry of antiquity, where, the 
pure principles of our system being lost, the symbolic instruction 
of the heavenly bodies gave place to the corrupt Sabean worship 
of the sun, and llloon, and stars-a worship whose influences are 
seen in all the mysteries of l)aganism. 

AR1LU~I. During the session of a Commandm·y of Knights 
Temphu·s, a part of the room is called the asylurn; the word has 

hence been atlopted, by the figure synecdoche, to signify the place 
of meeting of a Commandery. 

ATELIER. (French.) A. lodge. 

ATHEIST. One who does not believe m the existence of 
Gvd. Such a creed can only arise from the ignorance of stupidity 
or a corruption of principle, since the w1wle universe is filled 
with the moral and phys:cal proofs of a Creator. He who doep 
not look tEl a superior and superintending power as his lllak(•r 

and his judge, i~ without that coercive principle of salutary fear 

which should prompt him to do good and to es<:hew evil, aud his 
oath can, of tlecessity, be no :stronger t.ha n hi:; worjl. JlasoHS; 
looking to the dangerous tendency of such n tend., ha.vc wiEcly 
discouraged it., by declaring that no atheist can Le adruittt•d to par
ticipate in their fraternity; and the better to carry this law into 

effectJ every candidate, before ptlssing through any of tho cere-

• 
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monies of initiation, is required, publicly and solemnly, to declare 
his trust in God. 

ATHOL l\IASO~S. The l\Iasons who, in 1739, seceded from 
the authority of the Grand Lodge of England, and established 
themselves as an irregular body under the name of "Ancient l\Ia
sons," having succeeded in obtaining the countenance of the Duke 
of Athol, elected that nobleman, in 1776, their Grand Jlastet·, 
an office which he uninterruptedly held until1813, when the 
union of the two Grand Lodges took place. In consequence of 
this long administration of thirty-seven years, the "Ancient l\Ia· 
sons" are sometimes called " Athol Masons." 

ATTOUCHEj)IENT. (French.) A grip. 

AUGUST. A title bestowed upon the Royal Arch degree, in 
consequence of the impo6-ing nature of its ceremonies, and the 
important myste~es it contains. 

AUl\1, AUN, OR ON. The Hindoo and Egyptian chief deity 
See more on this subject in Jehovah. 

AXE. See Kn·igl~t of tiLe Royal Axe. 

B. 
BABEL. This word, which in Hebrew· means conf~si()n, wu~ 

the name of that celebrated tower attempted to be built o~ 
the plains of Shinar, A. l\1. 1775, about one hl!ndred and 
forty years after the deluge, and which, Holy \r rit informs 
us, was destroyed by a special interposition of the Almighty. 
The Noachite ~lasons date the corumcnccmont of their order 
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from this destruction, (see "J.Voachites,") and much tradition
ary information on this subject is preserved in the ineffable 
degree of "Patriarch Noachite," to which title the reader is 
referred. 

At Babel, what bas been called Spurious Freemasonry took 
its origin. That is to say, the people there abando"';led the 
worship of the true God, and by their dispersion lost all know
ledge of his existence, and of the principles of truth upon 
which masonry is founded. Hence it is that our traditionary 
ceremonies speak of the lofty tower of Babel as the place where 
language was confounded and masom-y lost.* 

BABYLON. The ancient capital of Chaldea, situated on 
both sides of the Euphrates, and once the most· magnificent 
city of the ancient world. It was here, that upon the de
struction of Solomon's Temple by Nebuchadnezzar in the year 
of the world 3394, the Jews of the tribes of Judah and Ben
jamin, who were the inhabitants of Jerusalem, were conveyed 
and detained in captivity for seventy-two years, until Cyrus, 
King of Persia, issued a decree for restoring them, and per
mitted them to rebuild their temp1e under the superintendence 
of Zerubbabel, the Governor of Judea, and with the assistance of 
Joshua the High Priest, and Haggai the Rcribe. 

BACUL US. In ecclesiology, baculus is the name given to 
the pastoral staff carried by a bishop or abbot, "as symbolical," 
says Durandus, " of his power to inflict pastoral correction." 
As an emblem of authority and dignity, it is to bishops what the 
sceptre is to kings, and hence, it was also used by the heads of 
confraternities. In this way the baculus, or pastora] staff, came. 
to be a part of the insignia of the Grand l\Iaster of the Knights 
Templars. It is also called, by ecclesiastical writers, pedum, 

~For more on tbis subject, sec Onum. 
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which signifies a shepherd's staff, and under the title of{' pedum 
magistrale seu patriarchalc," thnt is to say, "a magisterial or 
patriarchal stafr'/1 it is described in the" Statuta Commilitonum 
Ordinis Templi," (cap. xxviii. de Vestitu, § 358,) as a part of the 
vestitm·e of the Grand :L\Iaster of the Templars. The Templar 
pastoral staff is properly a bacultts. Abacus is a wholly improper 
word, on which, unfortunately, American :Masons have recently 
blundered while resting on the worthless authority of a line in 
the c: I van hoe" of Sir Walter Scott, who must certainly have 
written abacus while intending to write bacttlt~JS. See Abacus. 

BADG}.i OF A :MASON. This is the lambskin or white 
leather apron, which must be worn m all lodges during the 
hours of hbour. See Ap'ron . 

BAHRDT'S RITE. This was a rite founded by a masonic 
charlatan of the name of Bahrdt, about the close of the eigh
teenth century. He opened a lodge at Halle, in Germany, 
under the name of the " German Union," and succeeded in 
securing the protection of the Prince of Anhaldt-Bernburg, 
and the co-operation of twenty-one persons of rank and cha
racter. This rite had six degrees, viz : 1, The Youth; 2, The 
l!Ian; 3, The Old })Ian; 4, The Mesopolyte; 5, The Dioce
san; 6, The Superior. The Grand Lodge, however, di::;solved 
the fraternity on the ground of .then· working without a charter, 
a.nd Bahrdt himself was shortly after imprisoned for writing a 
corrupt work. 

BALLOT. In the election of candidates, lodges have re
course to a ballot of white and black balls. Unanimity of 
choice, in this case, is always desired and demanded; one 
black ball only being required to reject a candidate. This is an 
inherent privilege not subject to dispensation or interference of 
the Grand IJodge, because, as the ancient constitutions say, 
" the members of a particular lodge are the best judgrs of it; 

5* 
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and because, if a turbulent member should be imposed upon 
them; it might spoil their harmony or hinder the freedom of 
their communications, or even break and disperse the lodge, which 
ought to be avoided by all true and faithful."* 

In balloting for a randidate for initiation, every mt'mber is 
expected to vote No one can be excused from sharing the 
responsibility of admission or rejection, except by the unanimous 
consent of the lodge. 'Vhere a member has himself no personal 
01 acquired knowledge of the qualifications of the candidate, he 
is bound to giYe implicit faith to the recommendation of his bre
thren of the reporting committee, who, he has no right to suppose, 
would make a favourable report on the petition of an unworthy 
applicant. 

'Vith these prefatory remarks, I proceed to a description of the 
general, and what is believed, to be the most correct usage, in bal
loting for candidates. 

The committee of investigation having reported favourably, the 
~laster of the lodge directs the Senior Deacon to prepare the bal
lot-box.t The mocle in which this is accomplished is as follows: 
The Senior Deacon ta kc~ the ballot-box, and opcuing it, places 
all the white and black balls indiscriminately in one compartment, 
leaving the other entirely empty. H e then proceeds with the box 
to the Junior and Senior \Vardens, who satisfy themselves by an 
inspection that no b:tll has been left in the compartment in which 
the votes are to be deposited. The box in this and tl1e other 
instance to be referred to hereafter, is presented to the inferim 
officer first, and then to his superior, that the examination and 
decision of the former may be substantiated and confirmed by the 
higher authority of the latter. Let it, indeed, be remembered, 

"' See the word Unanimity. 
t There is no necessity for the Master to inquire if it is the pleasure of the 

lodge to proceed to the election. The by-laws of all lodges requiring that. ao 
election should follow the favourable report of the committee, the bnllot-box ito 
ordered to bo prepared as a. matter of course, and iu accordance with the con
lltltul.ional rule. 
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that in all such cases the usage of masonic ct'rcumambulaiton is 
to be observed, and that, therefore, we must first pass the Junior's 
station before we can get to that of the Senior \Varden. 

These officers having thus satisfied themselves that the box is 
in a proper condition for the reception of the ballots, it is then 
placed upon the altar by the Senior Deacon, who retires to his 
seat. The .i\Iaster then directs the Secretary to call the roll, 
which is done by commencing with the Worshipful l\Iastcr, a11d 

proceeding through all the officers down to the youngest mem
ber. A.s a matter of convenience, the Secretary generally -;-otes 
the last of those in the room, and then, if the Tiler is a mem
ber of the lodge, he is called in, while the Junior Deacor: 
tiles for him, and the name of the applicant having been V>ld 
him, he is directed to deposit his ballot, which he does and 
then retires. 

As the name of each officer and member is called, he ap· 
proaches the altar, and having made the proper masonic salu
tation to the Chair, he deposits his ballot and retires to his 
seat. The roll should be called slowly, so that at no time 
should there be more than one person present at the box, for 
the great object of the ballot being secrecy, no brother should 
be permitted so near the member voting as to distinguish the 
colour of the ball he deposits. 

The box is placed on the altar, and the ballot is deposited 
with the solemnity of a masonic salutation, that the voters may 
be duly impressed with the sacred and responsible nature of 
the duty they are called on to discharge. The system of vot
ing thus described, is, therefore, far better on this account 
than that sometimes adopted in lodges, of handing round the 
box for the members to deposit their ballots from their seats. 

The master ha\"ing inquired of the 'Vardens if all have Yoted, 
then orders the Senior Deacon to "take charge of the ballot-box:." 
That officer accordingly repairs to the altar, and taking pos8ession 
of the box, carries it, as before, to the Junior Warden, who ex
amines the ballot, and reports, if all the balls are white, thnt "the 

, 
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box is clear in the South," or, if there is one or more black Lalls, 
that ((the box is foul in the South." The Deacon then cflrrie~ 
it to the Senior \\.,.arden, and afterward to the ::\laster, who, of 
course, make the same report, according to the circumstance, with 
the necessary yerbal variations of "\Yest" and u East." 

If the box ~s dear-that is, if all the ballots arc white- the 
~laster then announces th:1t the applicant has been duly elect11d, 
!lnd the Secretary makes a record of the fact. But if the box i~ 
1ou.l, the subsequeut proceedings will depend upon the number of 
balls, and upon the peculiar by-laws of the lodge in which the 
ballot has been taken. 

The box having been declared to be foul, the :.)laster inspects 
the number of black balls; if he finds only one, he so etates the 
fact to the lodge, and orders the Senior Deacon again to prepare 
the· bal1ot-box. Here the same ceremonies arc pas~cd through 
that baye already been described. The balls arc rcnioYcd iuto one 
compartment, the box is submitted to the inspection of the \\r ar
dens, it is placed upon the altar, the roll is called, the members 
advance and deposit their votes> the box is scrutinized> aml the 
result declared by the \Y"ardens and ~laster. If again but one 
black ball be found, or if on this ballot two black balls are found, 
or if there were two or more on the first ballot, the :\laster an
nounces that the petition of the applicant has been rejectctl, and 
directs the usual record to be made by the Secretary and the 
notification to be given to the Grand Lodge. It is the usage in 
many lodges, for the Senior Deacon to carry the ballot-box 
around· to the members, instead of placing it on the altar; but 
the latter is certainly better as being accompanied with more 

solemnity. 

BAI .. USTRE. All documents issued by the So1creign Iu
r;pectors or Supreme Councils of the 33d degree> Ancient Scotch 
rite, nrc called "Ba1ustrcs," from the "French "balu:::tre," a 

little pillar, in allusion to the fact that laws and edict::; were 
formerly engraved on pillars. 
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BANNERS. In symbolic masonry, six banners are generally 
borne in processions, the material of which is white satin or silk, 
bordered with a blue fringe, and on each of which is inscribed ono 
of the following words: Faith, Hope, Charity, \Visdom, Strength, 
Beauty. 

In the Royal Arch Chapter, there are four officers who can-y 
t>anners. The Royal Arch Captain carries a white banner, as ac 
emblem of that purity .:>f heart and rectitude of conduct whit:h 
ought to actuate all those who pass the white veil of the sanctuary. 
The .Master -of tb.e Third Yeil carries a scarlet banner, emblewa
tical of that fervency and zeal which should characterize the pos
sessonof the Royal Arch degree of which it is the appropriate colour. 
The )laster of the Second Yeil carries a purple banner, which is 
emblematic of union, because it is produced by a due mixtw·e of 
scarlet arid blue, the former the colour of Royal Arch and the lat
ter of symbolic masonry, and inculcates harmony betwen these 
divisions of the craft. The :;:\laster of the First Veil carries a blue 
banner, which is emblematic of universal friendship and benevo
lence, and is the appropriate colour of the first three degrees. 

On the tracing board of the Royal Arch degree, as practised in 
the Chapters of England, are found the banners of the twelve tril:es 
of Israel, which were as follow: 

Judah, scarlet, a lion couchant. 
Issachar, blue, an ass crouching beneath its burden. 
Zebulon, purple, a ship. 
Reuben, red, a man. 
Simeon, yellow, a sword. 
Gad, white, a troop of horsemen. 
Ephraim, green, an ox. 
1\Ianasseh, flesh-coloured, a vine by the side of a wall. 
Be11jamin, green, a wolf. 
Dan, green, an eagk . 
.Asher, purple, n. CUJl. 

Nnphtali, blue, a hind. 
"• c come now to what may be called the General Standard of 
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Freemasonry. This is a banner belonging peculiarly to the order, 
as the beauseant did to the Templars, nnd which may be borne in 
n11 processions of the craft, to distinguish them from any other 
association of men. Its de,·ice is nothing but the coat of arms 
of the orJer of sveculatiYe Freemasons ns it was long since ad0pt
ed, ;mtl as it is described by Dermott, in his Ahiman Rezon. In 
t hi:; country this banner ha~, by some, been improperly supposeJ 

to belong exclusively to the Hoyal Arch, iu couscctuencc of CrO!:~:I 
having placed the represc,ntation of its device in his chart, among 
the plates which are illustrative of that Llegree. llut it is, in fact, 
the common property of the order, and may be carried in the proces
sions of a ~laster's lodge, as well as in those of a Chapter. I 

refer, for an exemplification of it, to the fortieth in the series of 
plates given in the Chart of ,Jere my Cross. The escutcheon, or 
shield on the banner, is divided into four compartments or quarters 
by a green cross, over which a narrower one of the same length 
of limb, and of a yellow colour, is })laced, forming what tl1e heralds 
call "a cross vert, \oided or j'' each of the compartments formed 
by the limbs of the cross, is occupied by a. different device. In 
the first quarter is placed a ~olden lion on a field of blue, to re
preRent the standard of the tribe of Judah j in the second, a bl;)ck 
ox on a field of gold, to repres~nt Ephraim; in the third, a man 
on a field of gold to represent Reuben; and, in the fourth, a golden 
eagle on a blue ground, to represent Dan. Over all is placed, ru1 

the c1·est, an ark of the convenant, and the motto is, ".Holiness to 
the Lord." 

These were tbe banners of the four principal tribes, for c( when 
the Israelites marched through the wilderness," says Dr. Ashe, 
"we find that the twelve tribes had between them four principal 
banners or standards, every one of which had its particular motto; 
and each standard also had a distinct sign described uvon it. 
They encamped rm nd about the tabernacle, and on the ens~ side 
were three tribes under the standard of Judah; on the west, were 
tln-ee tribes under the standard of Ephraim ; on the south, were 
three tribes under the standard of Reuben; and, ()U the north, 
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were three tribes under the standard of Dan; and the standard 
of Judah was a lion, that of Ephraim an ox, that of Reuben, a 
man, and that of Dan, an eagle-. whence were framed the hiqro
~lyphics of cherubim and seraphim to represent the people of 
fsrael/' 

As the standard or banner of Freemasonry in t1ms made up of 
and derived from these banners of the four leading tribes of I~rael, 
it may be interesting to learn what was the symbolic mca.n1ng 
given by the Hebrews to these ensigns. Vatablus quotes a Jewish 
writer, as saying that the man in the banner of Reuben, signified 
religion and reason; the lion, in that of Judah, denoted power; 
the ox, in that of Ephraim, represented patience and toilsome la
bour; and the eagle, in that of Dan, betokened wisdom, agility, 
and sublimity. But although such may have been the emblematic 
meaning of these devices among the Israelites, the combination of 
them in the masonic banner is only intencled to indicate the Jewish 
origin of our institution from Solomon, who was the last king of 
Israel under whom the twelve. tribes were united. 

BANQUET. The Banquets in English and American masonry 
do not (liffet; from the convivial meetings of other societies, with the 
exception, perhaps, that the rule prohibiting the introduction of 
debates on religious and political subjects, is more rigidly enforced. 
But in tbe French lodges, the Bauquets are regulated by a par
ticular system of rules, and the introduction of ceremonies which 
distinguish them from all other social assemblies. The room is 
closely tiled, and no attcnd<mts, except those who are of the fra
ternity, are permitted to be present. 

BAREFOOT. See Discalceation. 

BEADLE. An officer in a council of Knights of the Holy 
Sepulchre, corresponding to the Junior Deacon of a syrubolio 
lodge. 
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BBAPSE4\~T. The banner composed of a black and a whito 
horizontal stripe, whieh was peculiar to the ancient Templars. 
It bore this inscription : Non nobis Domine, non nobis, sed no· 
?ltini tuo, da gloriarn. 

BEAUTY. One of the three principal supports of masonry, 
the other two being 'VrsDO~I and S·r&E~GTH. It 1s 1·epresented 
by the Corinthian column and the J. ·. \V. ·., because the Corin
thian is the most beautiful and highly finished of the orders~ and 
because the situation of the J. ·. \V. ·. in the S. ·. enables him the 
better to observe that bright luminary which, at its meridian 
heigl1t, is the beauty and glory of th~ day. H.·. A.·. is also con· 
sidered as the representative of the column of Beauty which sup· 
ported the Temple. 

BEEHIVE. An emblem of industry appropriated to the third 
degree. This is a virtue ever held in high esteem among the 
craft, for our old charges tell us that '' all :\lasons shall work 
honestly on working days, that they may live creditably on holi
days." There seems, however, to be a more recondite meaning 
connected with this symbol. The ark has already been shown to 
ha\'C been an emblem common to Freemnsonry and the ancient 
mysteries, as a symbol of regene1·ation-of the second birth from 
death to life. X ow in the mysteries a hive was a type of the ark. 
''Hence," says Faber, "both the diluvian priestesses and the re
generated souls were called bees; hence bees were feigned to be 
produced from the carcase of a cow, which also symbolized the 
ark; and hence, as the great father was esteemed an in fcrnal 
goJ, honey was much used both in funeral ritc5 and in the mys· 
teries "* 

BEL. Bel, Baal, or Bul: is the name ?f God ns worshipped 
among the Chaldeans and I>heuieiaus. Sec .Jdwwh. 

* Orig. of Pag. Idol., vol ii. 1::13. 



BEN 6J 

BEN AC. A corrupted form of a Hebrew word signifying "the 
builder.'' 

BENEFIT FU~D. In 1708, a society was established in 
London, under tbe patronage of the Prince of Wales, the Earl 
of 1\Ioira, and all the other a(~ting officers of the Grand Lodge, 
whose object was "the relief of sick, aged, and imprisoned bre
thren, and the protection of their widows, children, and orphans." 
The payment of one guinea per annum entitled every mem her, 
when sick or destitut.e, or his widow and orphans in case of hi! 
death, to a fixed contribution. 

Benefit funds of this kind have, until very lately, been unknoWJ: 
to the l\Iasons of America, but within a few years sever:ll lodges 
have established a fund for t.he purpose. The lodge of Strict 
Observance in the city of New York, and others in Troy, Ball· 
ston, Schenectady, etc., haYe adopted Benefit Funds. In 1844, 
~everal members of the lodges in Louisville, Kentucky, organized 
a society under the title of the "Friendly Sons of St. John." 
Jt is constructed after the model of the English society already 
mentioned. No member is recei,·ed after 45 years of age, or who 
is not a contributing member of a lodge; the per diem nllo\\ance 
to sick mem hers is seventy-five cents; fifty dollars is appropriated 
to pay the funeral expenses of a deceased member, and twenty
five for those of a member's wife j on the death of a member a 
gratuity is giyen to his £1mily; ten per cent. of all fees and dues 
is appropriated to an orphan fund; and it is contemplated, if the 
funds will justify, to pension the widows of deceased members, 
if their circumstances 1·equire it. 

Further reflection and a more careful investigation of the prin
ciples of our order, since the first edition of this work, haYe con
vinced me that the establishment in lodges of such benefit funds 

'-' 

as are described in tlte last paragraph, are in opposition to the 
pure system of masonic charity. They hav-e, therefore, been \ery 
properly discouraged by seveml Grand L:1dgcs. 

6 
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BEZAI.~EEL. The artificer to wl10m, with Aholiab, was en
trusted the construction of the Ark of the CoYenant and other 
things pertaining to the tabernacle in the wilderness. They 
worked under the supervision of 1\Ioses, and hence in portions 
of the American Royal Arch the names of ~loses, Aholiab, and 

)3eznlee1 are conjoined as referring to the Ark of the Covenant. 

BIBLE. Emphatically is the Bible cnlled a greater ligh t of 
masonry, for from the centre of the lodge, it pours forth upon the 
J!~ast, the \Yest, and the South, its refulgent rays of DiYine truth. 
The Bible is used among l\Iasons as the symbol of the will 
of God, howcYer it may be expressed. See Furm."ture. 

13LACK. Thi3 colour is a symbol of grief and mourning. In 
the degree of Knight Templar it refers to the execution of James 
de l\Iolay; in the elu degrees of the Scotch and l)ther l'ites to the 
death of tl e chief builder at the temple; and in the Rose Droix 
to the crucifixion. 

BLAZL~G STAR. The blazing star constitutes one of the 
ornaments of the lodge. Formerly it was ~aid to be "commemo
rative of the star which appeared to guide the wise men of the 
East to the place of our SaYiour's nativity." Bnt as this allusion, 
however beautiful, interferes with the universal clwra<:ter of ma
sonry, it is now generally omitted, and the blazing star is said to 
be an emblem of DiYine Pro\'idence. In the English ritual it is 
emblematic of Prudence. Dr. Hemming, quoted by Oli\"er, says 
that it refers to the sun "which enlightens the earth with its re
fulgent rays, dispensing its bles~ings to mankind at large, and 
giving light and life to all things here below." 

TIL UE. The appropriate colour of the first three dcp;rees or 
ancient craft masonry, and has been explained as emblemntic of 
universal friendship autl beneYolence, instructing us, that in the 
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mind of a niason those virtues should be as extensive as the blue 
:1rch of heaven itself. 

BLUE :MASONRY. The degrees of Entered Apprentice, 
Fellow Craft, and l\Iaster l\Iason, are called Blue l\Iasonry, and 
lodges in which t.hey are conferred are called Blue Lodges, be: 
~ause the decorations of these degrees are of this colour. 

BOAZ. The name of the left hand pillar that stood at the 
porch of King Solomon's temple. It is derived from the He· 
brew "" b "in " and r" oaz "streno'th " and si<rnifies "in 

.J' ' ~' ' 0 ' b 

strength.'' See Pilla·rs. 

BONE. This word which is now corruptly pronounced in one 
syllable is the Hebrew word boneh, i1 j l:l, "builder," from the 
verb banah, il.):l, u to build." It was peculiarly applied, as an 
epithet, to Hiram Abif, who superintended the construction of the 
temple as its cb1ef builder. 

BOOK OF CONSTITUTIONS. The Book of Constitutious 
is that work in which is contained the rules and regulations of 
the order, an exposition of the duties of officers, the rights of 
members, the detail of. ceremonies to be used on various occasions, 
such as consecrations, installations, funerals, etc. j and, in fine, a 
summary of all the fundamental principles of masonry. To this 
book, reference is to be made in all cases, where the bye·bws of 
the Grand Lodge are silent or not sufficiently explicit. 

The earliest notice that we have of any such Constitutions is 
m a record, written in the reign of Edward IV., whi<:b states 
that Prince Edwin, having assembled the illasons at York, in 926, 
then framed the English constitutions of masonry from the wri. 

- tings brought there in various languages. These Constitutions 
'-' v .._ '-' 

continued for a long time to govern the English craft under tl1e 
name of the "Gothic Constitutions,;" but 38 they 'Were fuund,at 
the revival of masonry in the beginning of the eighteenth cen-



64 noo .. 

tury, to be very erroneous and defective-probably from care
lessness or ignorance in their frequent transcription-in Sep
tember, 1721, the Duke of ~lontagu, who was then Grand Jlastcr, 
ordered Brother James Anderson to digest them "in a new and 
better mP-thod." 

Anderson having accordingly accomplished the important task 
that had been assigned him, in December of the same year, a 
committee consisting of fourteen learned brethren, was appointed 
to examine the book, and they, in the l\Iarch communication of 
the subsequent year, baviug reported their approbation of it, it 
was, after some amendments, adopted by the Grand Lodge, and 
published in 1723, under the title of'' the Book of Constitutions 
of the Freemasons, containing the History, Charges, Regula
tions, etc., of the )lost Ancient and Right "rorsbipful Fraternity. 
For the use of the lodges." 

In 1738, a second edition was published, under the superin
tendence of a comruittee of Grand officers. This was the last 
edition issued during the life-time of Dr. Anderson; but, in the 
year 175-!, it was resolved "that the Book of Constitutions should 
be revised, and the necessary alterations and additions made, con
sistent with the laws and rules of masonry." Again, in 17GG, a 
similar revision took place, under the care of the Grand officer~ 

and twenty-one l\Iasters of lodges; and the amendments having 
been unanimously approved by the Grand Lodge, in January, 
1767, the fourth edition was published. 

This book is carried in all processions before the Grand ~laster, 
on a velvet cushion, and the right of so carrying it is vested in 
the l\Iaster of the oldest lodge-a privilege wl1ich arose from the 
following circumstances. During the reign of Queen .Anne, Free
masonry was in a languishing conditiou, in conFec1uence of the 
age and infirmities of tbe Grand Mnster, Sir Chri:-topl1er \Y ren. 
On his death, and the accession of George the First to the throne, 
the four old lodges then existing in Lonuon, detcrmmeu to re
vive the Grand Lodge, which had for some years Leen dutmant, 
and to renew the quarterly communicatious anu the annua.l fra~t. 
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This measure they accomplished, and resolved, among other 
things, that no lodge thereafter shou1cl be permitted to act, (the 
four old lodges excepted,) unless by authority of a charter granted · 
by the Grand l\Iaster, with the approbation and consent of the 
Grand Lodge. In consequence of this, the old )Jasons in the 
metropolis yested all their inherent priYileges as iodi,·idua]s in 
the four old lodges, in trust, that they would never suffer the 
&.ncient landmarks to be infringed; while, on their part, thes(> 
bodies consented to extend their patronage to ~very lodge which 
should the1·eafter be regularly constituted, and to admit their 
Masters and 'Yardens to share with them all the privileges of the 
Grand Lodge, that of precedence only excepted. The extensioc 
of the order, howe,er, beginning to give to the new lodges a 
numerical superiority in the Grand Lodge, it was feared they 
would at length be able, by a majority, to subvert the priYileges 
of the original Masons of England, which had been centled in the 
four old lodges. On this account, a code of articles was drawn 
up with the consent of a11 the brethren, for the future goYern· 
ment of the society. To this was annexed a. regulation, binding 
the Grand ~laster and his succe~8ors, and the l\Iaster of every 
newly constituted lodge, to preserve these regulations inYiolable; 
and declaring 1hat no new reg-ulation could be proposed, except 
at the third quarterly communication, and requiring it to be 
publicly read at the annual feast to every brother, eYen to tl e 
youngE>st Apprentice, when the approbation of at least two-thirds 
of tho~e present should be requisite to render it obligatory. To 
commemorate this circumstance, it has been customary for the 
l\Iaster of the oldest lodge to attend eYery grand installation, and 
taking precedence of all present, the Grand )laster excepted, to 
deliver the Book of Constitutions to the newly installed Grand 
)laste-r, on his promising obedience to the ancient charges aml 
general regulations. 

This bnok, ~uardcd by the Tiler's sword, constitut<'::: an <'Ill

blew in the )laster's degree, intended to admonish the .Jla~on 
6* 
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that he should be guardefl in all his w01·ds and actions, prcserYiug 
unsullied the masonic "Virtues of silence and circumspection which 
are inculcated in that book. 

BOOK OF THE LAW. The lloly Bible, which is always 
open in a lodge, as a symbol that its light should be diffused 
among the brethren. The passages on 'vhich it is opened differ 
in I he different degrees. In this country these passages are as 
fo11ows: in the first degree, at Psalm cxxxiii j in the second, at 
Amos vii. 7, 8; in the third, at Ecclesiastes xii. 1-7. 

BREAST PLATE. A piece of embroidery about ten inches 
square, worn by the Jewish High Priest on his breast, and at
tached by -its upper corners to the shoulders, and by its lower to 
the girdle of the Ephod. It was made of the same rich em
broidered stuff of which the Ephod was. Tl1e front of it was set 
with twelve precious stones, on each of which was engr;n-ed the 
name of one of the twc)Ye tribes. These stones were divided. 
from each other by golden partitions, and set in four rows aceoru
lll!?; to the following order. It ruust be remembered that they 
are to be read according to the Jewish system of writing, from 
right to left, commencing 'vith the Sm·dius in the right hand 
upper corner 

CARBUNCLE, T OPAZ1 SARDIUS, 

* * * 
LEYI. Srl\IF.ON. REUBEN. 

DIA)lO~D, SA.PPUIRE, E)IERALD, 

* * * 
ZI<~BULUN. IssACIIAR. JUDAH. 

A~l.ETllY8T, AnATt<', LIGURE, 

* * * 
GAD. NAPHTALI. DAN. 

JASPER, 
-

Oi\'YX,- -B .. :RYL, 

* * * 
BENJA~IIN. ,JoSEJ>H. AsHER. 
·- -
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The col(Jurs of these stones have been described by Biblical 
naturalist? as follows: 

1. The Sarcli'us, or ruby, was of a red colour, with an admix
ture of pnrple. 2. The Topaz, or modern chrysolite1 was pale 
green, with an admixture of yellow. 3. The Carbuncle was a 

fiery rl)d. 4. The E rn,e1·ald was of a beautiful and pure green. 
5. The SapphiTe, or modern lapis lazuli, was a deep blue, veined 
with white and spotted with small golden stars. 6. The Dia

mond is perfectly white. 7. The Ligure, or hyacinth; was of 

dull red, much mixed with yellow. 8. The Agate was of a grey 
horny ground, spotted with different colours, chiefly of a ausky 
hue. 9. The Amethyst was of a purple colour, composed of strong 
blue and deep red. 10. The Ber!Jl, or modern aqua marina, was 
a pellucid gem of a bluish green . 11. The Onyx was of a bluish 
white colour, resembling the tint of the human nail. 12. The 
.Jasper was of a beautiful green, sometimes clouded with white, 
red, or y~llow. 

The following are the H \.'braic characters in which the naru~ 

of ihe twolYe tribes were engraved on these stones, in the same 
order in which they are arranged in the precP.ding diagram. 

,,, 
(i.liD~ ( :Ji~i 

• 
P':lt i~t!'~' :-Ti1:1' 

iJ 
• 
'\.)Ji~j ji 

i~'j:l ~Oi' ;~·~ 

~ ··-

The breast-plate was never to be sepnrated from the priestly 

garments, and was called the "memorial," because it was de· 
sioned to remind the Hio·h Priest how d('ar the tribe~ who~t' e ~ 
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names it bore should be to his l1eart. This ornantent forms " 
a part of the Testm.ents of the High Priest in a. Hoyal .... \.reb 
Chapter.* 

BRIGHT. A mason is said to be "bright" who is well ac
quainted with the ritual, the forms of opeuing and closing, anu 
the ceremonies of initiation. This expression does not, bowever, 
in its technical seuse, appear to include the superior knowledge 
of the history and science of the institution, and many bright 
masons are therefore not necessarily learned masons, and on the 
contrary some learned masons are not well versed in the exact 
phraseology of the ritual. The one knowledge depends on a re· 
tentive memory, the other is derived from deep research. 

BRO.A .. CHED THURNEL. In the early part of the eigh
teenth century the Broached Thurnel was one of the immovable 
jewels of an Apprentices' lodge, the other two being the Tar
sel Board and the Rough ... \shla.r. Oliver is therefore incorrect 
in saying iu his Dictiouary, that" it was subsequently called the 
Rough Ashlar." It is said in the rituals of 1730 to have been 
used" for the Entered Apprentice to learn to work upou." \Vhen 
discontinued, its place was supplied by the Perfect A~~ar. 

BROKI~~ COLUMN. Among the Hebrews, columns werfi\ 
u~;cd metnphorical1y, to signify princes or nobles, as if tl1ey were the 
pilbrs of a 8tate. 1.'hus, in Psalms xi. 3, the passage, rending in 
our translation, '' if the foundations be de~troyed, what can the 
righteous do?" is in the original, "when the columns are orer
thrown," i. e. when the firm supporters of what is right and good 
have perished. So the pas~age in Isaiah x1x.. 10, ~bould read: 
"her (Egypt's) columns are brokeu clown/' that is, the nobles 
nf her state. In Freemasonry, the broken column is. as .Ma1-'tcr 

* Tbe judges in ni.cient Egypt 'vore breast-plates. For more on this sub. 
jer.t, sE.'e Urim a.nd Tlwmmim. 
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Masons well know, the emblem of the fall of one of the chief 
~Suppvrters of the craft. 

BROTHER. The term which Freemasons ~pply to each 
other. Freemasons are brethTen, not only by common participa
tion· of the human nature, but as professing the same faith, as 
being jointly engaged in the same labours, and as being united 
by a mutual covenant or tie, whence they are also emphatically 
called "Brethren of the :Mystic Tie." 

BROTHERLY LOVE, RELIEF A.L~D TRUTH. These 
words constitute the motto of our order, and the characteristics 
~f our profession. They need no explanation, but they prove 
that a society which could adopt them, can be founded on]y on 
the principles of vil·tue. One of the ancient charges calls ~ro
therly love "the foundation and cape stone, the cement and glory 
of this ancient fraternity." 

BURNING BUSH. The burning bush, out of the midst of' 
which the angel of the Lord appeared unto ~loses at ~Iount 
Horeb, is referred to in the ceremonies of Royal Arch Masonry, 
because it was there that the Tetragrammaton was delivered to 
the Jewish lawgiver. This was, therefore, the great source of 
true masonic light, and hence Supreme Councils of the 33d de· 
grcc date their protocols "near the B.·. B.·." or a Burning Bush,': 
to intimate that they are in their own rite the exclusive source 
of all masonic instruction. 

BY-LAWS. Every subordinate lodge is permitted to make 
its own by-laws, provided they do not conflict with the regula
tion.; of the Grand Lodge, nor with the ancient usages of the fra
ternity But of this, the Grand Lodge is the only judge, antl 
therefore the original by-laws of every lodge, as well as all sub~e
quent alterations of them, must be submitted to the Grand Lodge 
for approval and confirmation before they can become valid. 
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c. 
CABBALA. The Cabbala is that peculiar science or philoso 

phy of the Jews which is occupied in the mystical interpretation 
of the Scriptures, and in metaphysical speculations concerning 
the Deity and the spiritual world. As much use is made of these 
cabbalistic speculations in the higher philosophical degrees of 
masonry, a brief description of the system will not perhaps be 
considered irrele\'ant to the objects of tbis work. 

The Cabbala is of two kinds: theoretical and practical. 'Vith 
the practical Cabbala, which is engaged in the construction of 
talismans and amulets, we haYe nothing to do. The. theoretical 
is dh·ided into the lite?·al and dogm.atic. The dogmatic Cabbala 
is nothing more than the summary of the metaphysical doctrines 
taught by the Oabbalistic doctors. It is, in other words, the 
system of Jewish philosophy. The literal is a mystical mode of 
explaining sacred things by a. peculiar use of the letters of words, 
and is the one which is r.onnected with philosophical and ineffable 
masonry. 

Tl1ere are three principnl branches of the literal Ca'ubala, which. 
are denominated Gematria., J.Yotm··tcon, ancl Temura. 

l. Gematria is a mode of contemplating wm·ds according to the 
value of the letters of which they are composed. The Hebrews, 
like other ancient nations, having no figures in their language, 
made use of the letters of their alphabet instead of numbers, each 
letter having a particular numerical value according to the following 
table: 

Aleph 
Beth 
Gimel 
Dalcth 
He 
Vau 

~ 1 Yod 
:1 2 Caph 
J 3 Lamed 

, 4 ~lem 

i1 5 Nun 
, 6 Samech 

' 10 I Koph 
.:J 20 Resh 

p 100 
i 200 s 30 Shin t!' 300 

f.) 40 'l'au Ji 400 
J 50 Final Oaph 1 500 
D 60 Final l\lcm C 600 
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Zain t 7 Ain JJ 70 Final Nun 1 700 
Cheth n 8 Pe £J 80 Final Pe ~ 800 

Teth D 9 Tsaddi ~ 90 Final Tsaddi r 900 

Any t'vo words, the letters of which have the same numerical 
value, are mutually convertible, and each is supposed to contain 
the latent signification of the other. Thus the words in Genesis 
xlix. 10, "Shiloh shall come," are supposed to contain a prophecy 
of the :Messiah, because the letters of "Shiloh shall come/' 
i1''t!' ~:l~ and of" l\Iessiah," n~it'D, both have the numerical 
value of358, according to the above table. It was by Gematria, ap
plied to the Greek language, that we found in the article Abraxas 
in this work, the identity of Abraxas and 1Hithras. This is by 
far the most common mode of applying the Cabbala. 

2. Notaricon is a mode of constructing one word out of the 
initials or finals of many, or a sentence out of the letters of a 
word, each letter being used as the initial of another word. Thus 
of the sentence in Deuteronomy xxx. 12,, "Who shall go up for 
us to heaven?'' in Hebrew iJD'DWil 1i? iJS.V' 'D the initia} 
:etters of each word are taken to form the word il?'O, "circum
cision," and the :finals to form i11i1' ''Jehovah;" hence it is 
concluded that Jehovah hath shown circumcision to be the way 
to heaven. Again : the six letters of the first word in Genesis 
Ji'~Ni:l "lU the beginning," are made use of to fmm the ini
tials of six words which constitute a sentence signifying that 
"In the ,beginning ,God saw that Israel would accept the law," 

:-JiiJi ~~iC'' 1?:lp't~~,f 0'i1'~ i1~i Ji't!'~i:l 
3. Teni.ura is Cabbala by permutation of lett€rs. Sometimes 

the letters of a word are transposed to form another word, making 
what is familiarly known us an anagram, or the letters of a word 
are changed for others according to certain fixed rules of alpha
betical permutation, the 1st letter being placed for the ~~d, the 
id for the 21st., the 3d for the 20th, and ~o on. It is in this . 
way that Babel, '.:J:::l is made out of ShesLach 1t:JC•, and hence 
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the Cabbalists say that when J eremiuh used tl1e word Sheshach 
(xxv. 26) he referred to Babel. 

The principal sources of the Cabbala are the two Hebrew 
books Jesir(t and Zohar. l\I uch aiel in the study ruay, however, 
be deri\·ed from Allen's "Modern Judaism,)' from l\Iunck's 
"l\Ielanges de Philosophic J uives et Arabcs," and from Franck's 
,·,La Kahhale." 

CABIRI, l\IYSTERIES OF THE. The Cabiri were origi
nally Sy-rian or Pbenician gods, and all that we know about them 
is to be found in a fragment of Sanconiathon, quoted by Euse
bius, which telb us that they were the children of Sydyk, (whom 
Faber* and ~owe other authors suppose to be Noah,) and that 
they were the inYcntors of ship-building. In the time of Chronos 
(or Saturn) their descendants, while navigating the sea, ran 
aground on ~Iount Casius and there erected a temple. 

The worship of the Cabiri was first established in the island of 
Snmothrace, where it may be supposed that these navigators first 
landed on passing from the continent. llere they founded the 
my~teries of the Cabiri, which were subsequently celebrate1l at 
Thebes and Lemnos, but more especially at Samothrace, whence 
tlwy were sometimes called the Samotlu-acian rites. The nam<> 
Jf the Oabiri was derived originally from l'heniciu, and the word 
signifies in that language pmoe1.:(ul.t ~'here \Yere four of these 
god~, Axieros, Axiokersos, .Axiokcrsa, and c~h:lmillu:;.t 'l'he 
last had been slain by the three others, and his murder was eom
memorated in the secret rites. The aspirant presented himself 

·~ Di~scrt. on the Mysteries of the Cn.hiri. Bi~bop Cumberland thinks Sydyk 
it!Pnli<,•d with Shcm, a ju~t mnn. in llebr.;-w, Sadek:. 

t Compare the cognate Jlebrew, k11bir, u to be greater." 
! Some authors suppose that these four gods refer to N onh nn<l his tl1rce 

sons, saxed in the ark, nn.l thus they connect the Samotb racian rites with the 
.Arkitc worsbiJ-. See Drummond's Origines, vol. ii. p. 130. The Scbolinst on 
Apoll. Rhod. says their names were Ceres, Proserpine, nnd Bacchus. 
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crowned with an oliYe branch, and girded about the loins with a 
p~trple riband or apron. He was placed upon a throne, around 
which the priests and initiated performed sacred dances. Funeral 
rites were then enacted, in which the candidate represented Cad
millus. The hierophants declared that the object of the mys
teries was, to make men just and virtuous. Candidates who had 
been guilty of any crime, were c&lpelled to confess to a priest, 
who purified them. 

~Iany persons annually resorted to Samothrace to be initiated 
into the celebrated mysteries, among whom are mentioned Cad
mus, Orpheus, Hercules, and Ulysses. Jamblichus says, in his 
life of Pythagoras, that from those of Lemnos that sage derived 
much of his wisdom. The mysteries of the Cabiri were mucl1 
respected among the common people, and great care was taken in 
their concealment. The priests were called Corybautes, and 
made use of a language peculiar to the rites.* 

There is much perplexity connected with this subject, but it is 
generally supposed that the mysteries were instituted in hououx 
of Atys, the sop of Cybelc. According to 1\Iacrobius, Atys was 
one of the names of the sun; in confirmation of this, we know 
that the mysteries were celebrated at the vernal equinox. They 
lasted three days, during which they represented in the person 
of Atys, the enigmatical death of the sun in winter, and his re
generation in the spring. In all probability, in the initiation, 
the candidate pas::>ed through a drama, the subject of which was 
the violent death of Atys. Candidates ou their admission, under
went an examination respecting their previous life, and after 
being purified and initiated were presented with a purple girdle, 
which was worn like an apron around their bodies, as an amulet 
to preserve them against all daugers. 

i!< Larcbcr says thn.t those who bud been admitted to these mysteries, wero 
highly esteemed, as they were supposed to baYe nothing to apprehend from 
~ewpests; nnd Plutnrc·h tells us, that they wh0 learned the names of the Cabiri1 

pronounced thcan slowly, as an aun,u 1t to a\"ert calamity. 
7 
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The mysteries were in existence at Samothrace as late a~ the 

eigl1teeuth year of tl1e Christian era, at which time the Emperor 

Gcrruanicus embarked for that islaud, to be initiated, but wa~ 

prevented from accomplishing his purpose by acl_verse winds. 

CABLE TOW. A properly constructed tracing boaru of f1e 

Entered Apprentice is always e1'tclosed within a cord or cable tow, 
having four tassels placed at the four angles, referring to the four 
cardinal virtues and their illustmtcd points, while the cable tow 

is emblematic of the cord or band of affection whicl1 should unite 

';he whole fraternity, as in Hosea xi. 4, "I drew them with cords 

of a man, with bands of love." But there is another and not 

figurative use of this implement, with which l\Iasons are well ac

quainted. 

C~\.GLIOS'l'RO. Joseph Balsamo, :l\Iarquis of Pclligrini, more 

commonly known by the title 'vhich he assumed at Paris, of 

Count Cag]iostro, was one of the most ingenious imposters that. 
ever lived. He was the author of a work entitle\1 "::\Ia9onneriu 

Egyptienne," and the founder of a pseudo-masonic system, which 

he called the rite of Egyptian masonry. He established this rite, 

(the idea of which he had obtained from some mann;;:criptlj acci

dentally purchased at London,) at first, in Courlnnd, in the year 

1779, whence he afterwm·d introduced it into Germany, France, 

and E11gland. For the purpose more speedily of captinlting the 

r:redulous and the imaginative, he united with this form of m~.

l'lOnry, the visionat·y schemes of .Alchemy, declaring that one of 
tl1e objects of injti<t6on was the possu:l)ion of the philosopher's 
r:t.oue and tbe elixir of immortality. 

Both men and women were aurnitted into the lodges (1f th<' 

Egyptian rite, though the ccremouics fnr eath ses. \Ycrc ::;lightly 

li.ffereut, and tlie lodge~ fur their rcccptinu were cntin•ly tlistiu<:t. 
~,he system was called a hierarchy, aml wa.- <lh·idetl into t11l'L'e 
tlegl'ecs, Egyptian .\.pprenticc, Egyptian Follow-cl'aft, nnd l~gyptinn 
1\la~tcr. 
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Cagliostro, after having been banished from France by the go· 
\"crnment, and compelled to fly from England by his creditors, 
was finally .arrested at Rome by the Inquisition, in 1789, on a 
charge of practising the rites of Freemasonry, and condemned to 
perpetual imprisonment. He was never afterwards heard of, and 
is supposed to have died, or to have been put to death, during his 
incarceration. 

UALE~DAR, :MASO~IC. Freemasons, in affixing dates to 
their official documents, never make use of the common calendar 
or vulgar era, but have one peculiar to themselves, which, how
eYer, varies in the different rites. 

1\Iasons of the York and French rites, that is to say, the 
J)Iasons of England, Scotland, Ireland, France, Germany, and 
America, date from the creation of the world, calling it "Anno 
Lucis," which they abbreviate A. ·. L. ·., ·signifying 'tn the year 
of light. Thus with them the year 1850 is A.·. L. ·. 5850. 
This they do, not because they believe Freemasonry to be coeval 
with the creation, but with a symbolic reference to the light of 
masonry. 

In the Scotch rite, the era also begins from the date of the 
creation, but l\Iasons of that; rite, using the Jewish chronology, 
would call the year 1850 A.·. 1\I.·. or Anno J)Iundi (in the yeal' 
of the world) 5610. They sometimes use the init.ials A.·. H.··~ 
signifying Anno Hebraico, or, in the Heln·e'W yem·. They hav~ 
also adopted the Hebrew months, and the year therefore ends 
with them on the 16tn vf September, the new year beginning oL 
the 17th of the same mouth, which is the first of Tisri. 

The }lasons ·of the rite of 1\Iizraim, which is practised in 
France, adopt the chronology of Archbishop Usher, and adding 
four years to the usual computation of the age of the world, woult.l 
make the year 1850 A.·. L. ·. 585-!. 

Masons of the York rite begin the year on the first of J nnuary, 
but in the French rite it commences on the first of )hn:h, md 
instead of the months receiving their usuul names, they nrc de;3ig-
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nated numerically, as first, second, third, &o. Tlms the 1st .Janu
ary, 1850, would be styled in a French masonic document, the 
"1st day of the 11th masonic month, Anno Lucis, 5850." The 
French sometimes, instead of the initials .A.·. L. ·., usc L' an 
de la V: ·. L. ·., or, l'i·aie LU1nie1·e, that is, "Year of True 
Light." 

Royal Arch :Masons commence their era with the year in which 
Zerubbabel began to build the second temple, which 'vas 530 
years before Christ. Their style for the year 1850 is, therefore, 
A.·. Inv. ·., that is, Anno Inventiortis, or, in the Year of the Dis
covery, 2380. 

Royal and Select :r.Iasters very often make use of the common 
masonic date, Anno Lucis, but properly they should date from 
the year in which Solomon's Temple was completed, and their 
Rtyle would then be: Anno Deposit?:onis, or 1;11 the Year of the 
Deposite, and they would date the year 1850 as 2850. 

Knights Templars use the era of the organization of their 
order in 1118. Their style for the year 1850 is A.·. 0. ·., Anno 
Ordinis, or, in the Year of the Order, 732. 

I subjoin, for the convenience of reference, the rules for dis
covering these different dates. 

1. To find the Ancient Craft date. Add 4000 to the vulgnr 
era. Thus 1850 and 4000 are 5850. 

2. To find the date of the Scotc/1- r·ite. Add 3760 to the vu}. 

gnr era. Thus 1850 and 3760 are 5610. After September add 
one year more. 

3. To find the date of Royal Arch Jfasonry. Add 530 to the 
vulgar era. Thus 530 and 1850 are 2380. 

4. To jind the Royal and Select Jfaste1·s' date. Add 1000 to 
the vulgar era. Thus 1000 and 1850 are 2850. 

5. To firul the Km"glzts Tcrry_Jlm-'s date. Subtract 1118 from 
the vulgar era. Thus 1118 from 1850 is 732. 

v 

The following will show, in one view, the date of the year 1850 
in all the branches of the order: 

Year of the Lord, A. D. 1850-Vulgar era. 
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Y car of the Light, A.·. I.J. ·• 5850-Ancient Craft l\Iasonry. 
Year of the \\1 orld, A.·. 1\I. ·. 5610- Scotch rite. 
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Year of the Discovery, A.·. I.·. 2380-Royal Arch :Masonry. 
Year of the De-posite, A.·. Dcp.·. 2850-Royal and Select 

1\lasters. 
Year of the Order, A.·. 0. ·. 732-Knights Templars. 

CANDIDATE. In ancient Rome, he who sought office from 
the people wore a white shining robe of a peculiar construction~ 

flowing open jn front, so as to exhibit the wounds he had re
ceived in his breast. From the colour of his robe or toga can
d/da, he was called candidatus, whence our :Eug}jsh word candi
date. The derivation will scn'e to remind our brethren of the 
purjty of conduct and character which should distinguish all 
tho8e who are candidates for admission into our order. For the 
constitutional qualification of masonic candidates, see Admiss{on. 

CAPE STONE. Properly Cope Stone, which see. 

CAPTAIN GENERAL. The thhd officer in a Command
ery of Knights Templars. He presides over the Commandery 
in the absence of his superiors, and is one of its representatives 
in the Grand Commandery. His duties are to see that the coun~ 
cil chamber and asylum are duly prepared for the business of the 
meetings, and to communicate all orders issued by the Grand 
Council. His station is on the left of the Eminent Commander, 
and his jewel is a level surmounted by a cock, the ~n blem of 
cotrrage. 

CAPTIVITY. Solomon having erected and dedicated a tern · 
ple to Jehovah, died in the year of the world 3029. His domt
nions did not long retain their integrity, for during the reign of 
his son and successor, Rchoboam, ten of the tribes revolteJ 
again~t his nuthority; anti thus the separate kiugdoms of Judah 
nud Israel were e::: tal, : i~b etl, the tewple remaining in tht ... pn~::;c.s· 

i * 
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sion of the former. After a series of events unnecessary to be 
narrated here, the city of J erusalem was attacked by Nebuchad
nezzar, and after a year's siege, was surrendered at midnight, in 
the eleventh year of the reign of Zedekiah, to N ebuzarndan, the 
captain of Nebuchadnezzar's guards. Nebuzaradan, having rifled 
the temple of its sacred vessels and its two pillars at the entrance 
of the porch, set it and the city on fire, on the tenth day of the 
fifth month, corresponding to the latter part of Julyj and con· 
veyed those of the people who had escaped the sword, as captives 
to Babylon. Here they remained in servitude, until they "~ere 
released by Cyn1s, king of Persia, who, in the first year of his 
reign, published that famous decree which liberated the Hebrew 
captives, and permitted them to rebuild "the city and house of 
the Lord."* Many interesting circumstances in 1·elation to this 
captivity, and its termination, are interspersed through some of 
the higher degrees, such as the Royal Arch, the Red Cross 
Knight, Knight of the East, and to parts of Jerusalem. 

CARD IX AL VIRTUES. These are Prudence, Fortitude, 
Temperance, and Justice. They are dilated on in the first de
gree; and the practice of them urged upon the candidate, by 
certain striking~ "Jusions Prince of the ceremonies of initiation. 

CARPET. A painting or diagram, containing the emblems 
of a particular degree. The same as flooring or tracing board. 
It is called a carpet, because the larger ones used in a lodge are 
generally laid upon the ground for the purposes of instruction. 

CASSIA. Sometimes improperly used for A cacia. 

CATENARIAN ARCH. If a rope be suspended loosely by 
its two ends, the curve into which it fhlls is called a catenarian 

"' Ligb t foct snys lhnl th e ~cvcnty y ears of th o cnpti\'ity hcgnn in the third 
yenr of .Jeh oiltkitn nnt.l tcrmi natctl in th e fir~t y en•· of Cyrus, wbirh ho date1 
Anno Mnntli 3470. llc11·mn 11!J of tlte /l'tno· i')J'" "fl · I ~·olr.'l• ?, \'ii. 
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curve, and this inverted forms the catenat·ian arch, which is said 
to be strongest of all arches. As the form of a symbolic lodge 
is an oblong square, that of a Royal Arch Chapter, according to 
the English ritual is a catenarian arch. 

CAUTION. It was formerly the custom to bestow upon an 
~ntered Apptentice, on his initiation, a new name which was 
"caution." The custom is now very generally discontinued, 
although the principle which it inculcated should never be for
gotten. 

CE~TRE, OPENING ON THE. In the ritual of the Eng
lish lodges, it is usual for the W. ·. l\1.·. when he has opened a 
lodge in the third degree, to declare it duly "opened on the cen
tre.17 This prnctice is thus explained : "None but l\Iastel's' 
Lodges are so opened. Apprentice and Craft Lodges are mixed 
lodges,-the first including brethren of the three degrees-some 
higher and some lower in masonry than others, ·consequently 
:here is not a masonic equality among them. The l\Iaster :Mason 
io under a stronger obligation to his brother of an equal degree, 
than to one of an inferior degree. On the contrary, in a lodge 
of 1\Iasters, all are equal, all stand upon the same level, all are 
equally near and equally distant to each other-as the central 
point of the ci1·cle is equ,ally nem· and equally distant to ~·ts dr
curnference. Hence, we say a l\Inster's lodge is opened on the 
centre. "-1\Ioore's 1\Iag. v iii. p 356. An attempt has been 
made in the "Trestle Board!" published under the sanction of 
the late Baltimore :Masonic C.on-vention, to introduce the custom 
into the American lodges. It has, however, been very gener
ally rejected. 

CEPHAS. A Syxiac woTd signifying a rock or stone. In 
the degree of Royal l\Iaster, it is used in reference to the cuhil'aJ 
stone of masonry. 
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CERTIFICATE. A diploma issued by a Grand Lodgr, or by 
a subordinate lodge under its authority, testifying that the hold\··1· 
thereof i::; a true and trusty brother, and recommending him to 
the hospitality of the fraternity abroad. The character of this 
instrument has sometimes been much misunderstoood. It is by 
no means intended to act as a VO?.J;cher for the bearer, nor can it 
be allowed to supersede the necessity of a strict examination. 
A stranger, however, having been tried and proved by a more 
unerring standard, his certificate then properly comes in as an 
auxiliary testimonial, and will be permitted to afford good evi
dence of his correct standing in his lodge at home; for no body 
of l\lasons, true to the principles of their order, would grant 
such an instrument to an unworthy brother, or to one who, they 
feared, might make an improper use of it. But though the 
presence of a Grand Lodge's certificate be in general required as 
collatera] evidence of worthiness to vi8it, or receive aiu, its acci
dental absence, which may arise in various ways, as from fire, 
captivity, or shipwreck, should not debar a strange brother from 
the rights guaranteed to him by our institution, provided he can 
offer other evidence of his good character. The Grand J..~odge of 
New York has, upon this subject, taken the proper stand in the 
following regulation:-" That no :;)[ason be admitted to any 
subordinate lodge, under the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge~ 
or rcceh·e the charitic.'3 of any lodge, unless he shall, on such 
application, exhibit a Grand Lodge Certificate, duly attested b::; 
the proper authorities, except he 1."s known to the lo lge tv l.JP. a 
wm·thy brother."* 

Since the publication of the first edition of this work, the Cer
tificate system has been warmly discussed by the Grand J ... odgl'? 
of the United States, and considerable opposition to it has beeu 
made by some of them on the ground that it is an innovatiuu 
If it is an innovation, it certainly is not one of the present dny, 
as we may learn from the Regulations made in General .Assem· 

* Order of the Grantl Lodge of New York! June 8, 1843. 
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hly of the })Iasons of England, on St. John the Evangelist's day, 
1663, during the Grand 3Iastership of the Earl of St. Albans, 
one of which reads as follo\\-s : 

" That no person hereafter who shall be accepted a Free-mason 
shall be admitted into any lodge or assembly, until he has brought 
a ceJi.i:ficate of the time and place of his acceptation from the 
lodge that accepted him, unto the l\Iaster of that limit or division 
whet:e such lodge is kept." 

CHAIN, l\IYSTIC. To form the mystic chain is for the 
brethren to make a circle, holdiug each other by the hands, as in 
surrounding a grave, &c. Bach brother crosses his. arms in front 
of his body, so as to give his right hand to his left hand neigh
Lour, and his left hand to his right hand neighbour. The French 
call it chaine d'1.tn1'nn. 

CHALK, CHARCOAL A..N'D CLAY. By these three sub
stances, are beautifully symbolized the three qualifications for the 
servitude of an Entered Apprentice. 

CHAl\1BER OF REFLECTION. In the French and Scotch 
rites, a small room adjoining the lodge, in which, preparatory to 
initiation, the candidate is enclosed for the purpose of indulging 
in those serious meditations which its sombre appearance, and the 
gloomy emblems with which it is furnished, are calculated to pro
duce. It is also used in the degree of Knight Temphtr for a 
similar purpose. 

CHANCELLOR. An officer in a Council of Knights of the 
Red CToss, corr~sponding in some respects to the Senior Warden 
9f a symbolic lodge. 

CHAPITER. An ornamental finish to the top of a pilln.r. 

CHAPLAIN. The office of chaplain of a lodge is one which 
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i:; not t·ccognized in the ritual of this country, although often 
eon !erred by courtesy. 

CIL\.PTER. A conv-ocation of Royal Arch )lasuns is calleu 
a Clw pter. I u England and lrelaud, ltoyal .Arch ~lasonry is con
nected with aud uuller the government of the Gr:md Lodge; but in 
Awcrica and Scotland, the juri~dictious are ~eparate. * Here, a 
ChapterofltoyalArch )lasons isempowcrcd to gi,·e the preparatory 
degrees of :\lark, Pa:;;t, and )!o~~ Excellent )la:-,ter; although, of 
course,theChapter,whcnmeeting in either ofthe~c degreeJo;,i:; called 

a lodge. In SOllie Chapter!", the degrees of Royal and Select ~laster 
are abo givetl as preparatory degrees; but in most of the States, the 
control of these is conferred upon separate budies, called "Coun
cils of Royal and Select ~lasters." The presiding officers of a 
Chapter arc the High Prie~t, King, and Scribe, who are, respect
ively, representatiyes of Joshua, Zerubbabel, and Haggai. In 
the English Chapters, these officers are generally styled either by 
the founders' names as above, or as 1st, 2d, and 3d Principall'. 
Chapters of Royal Arch l\Iasons in this country, are primarily 
under the jurisdiction of State Grand Chapters as lodges are 
under Grand Lodges; and secondly, under the General Grand 
Chapter of the United States, whose meetings are held triennially, 
and which exercises a general supervil:iion over this branch of the 
the order, throughout the Union. The convocations of several of 
the ineffable degrees are also called Chapters. See Royal Arch. 

CIIAPT:F~R, GRA~T]). A Grand Chapter consists of the 
High Priests, Kings, and Scribes, for the time being_, of the seYe
ral Chapteri' under its jurisdiction, and of the Past Grand and 
Deputy Grand High Priests, Kings, and Scribes of the said 
G1·and Chapter. Its organization differs from that of a Grand 
Lodge : Past High Priests not being eligible to a seat, after the 

* Formerly in this country, Chapters woro chartered by nnd under the o~n · 
trol of Grand Lodges. 
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expiration of their time of service, as Past Masters are in the 
Grand Lodge; unless they shall haY"e served as Grand and 
Deputy Grand High Priests, Kin6rs or Scribes. Grund Chapters 
have the sole government and superintendence, (under the Gene
ral Grand Chapter,) of the several Royal Arch Chapters, and 
Lodges of ~lost Excellent, Past and l\Iark :\lasters, within their 
several jurisdictions. 

Until the year 1797, there was no organization of Grand 
Chapters in the United States. Chapters were held under the 
authority of a :r,raster's warrent, although the consent of a neigh
bom·ing Chapter was generally deemed expedient. But in 1797J 
delegates from several of the Chapters in the Northern States 
assembled at Boston, for the purpose of deliberating on the ex
pediency of organizing a Grand Chapter, for the government and 
regubtion of the several Chapters within the said States. This 
Convention prepared an address to the Chapters in New York 
and New England, disclaiming the power of any Grand Lodge to 
exercise authority over Royal Arch :Masons, and declaring it ex
pedient to establish a Grand Chapter. In consequence of this 
address, delegates from most of the States above mentioned, met 
at Hartford, in January, 1798, and organized a Grand Chapter, 
formed and adopted a constitution, and elected and installed their 
officers. This example was quickly followed by other parts of 
the Union; and Grand Chapters now exist in nearly all the 
States. 

CHAI>TER, GENERAL GRAND. The General Grand 
Chapter of the United States was organized in 1806, and meets tri
ennially; it consists of the Grand and Deputy Grand High Priests~ 
Kings, and Scribes, for the time being:, of the several Btatc Grand 
Chapters, and of the P<lSt General Grand High Prie~ts, Deputy 
General Grand Iligh Prie:sts, Kings, and St ribes of the ~aid 
General Grand Chapter.* It exercises a general supervisory 

'* l~y .m amendment to the Constitution adopted in 1853, I'ast General 

~rand Officers ara no longer e.r ~~tfi,.io members. 
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authority over the State Grand Chapters, and immediate juris
diction in all States or Territories where a State Grand Chapter 
has not been established. 

CHARGES. The fraternity had long been in possession of 
many records, containing the ancient regulations of the order; 
when, in 1722, the Duke of Montague being Grand :Master of 
England, the Grand Lodge finding fault with their ~mtifjttated 
arrangement, it was directed that they should be collected, and 
after being properly digested, be annexed to the Book of Consti
tutions, then in course of publication under the superintendence 
of Brother James Anderson. This was accordingly done, and 
the document now to be found in all the Ahiman Itezons, under 
the title of" The old Charges of the Free and Accepted :Masons," 
constitutes, by universal consent, a part of the fundamentnl law 
of our order. The charges are divided into six general heads of 
duty, as follows: 1. Concerning God and religion. 2. Of the 
civil magistrate, supreme and subordinate. 3. ·Of lodges. 4. Of 
1\Iasters, \Varden.s, Fellows, and Apprentices. 5. Of the man
agement of the Craft in working. t3. Of behaviour under differ
ent circumstances, and in various conditions. These charges 
contain succinct directions for the proper discharge of a 1\Iason's 
duties, in whatever position he may he placed; and from them 
have been abridged, or by them suggested, all those well known 
directions found in our Monitors, which Masters arc accustomed 
to read to candidates, on their receptL.~n into the different de
grees, and which have, therefore, also been denominated charges. 
The word, however, in strictness and to avoid coufusion, ought 
to have been confined to the Old Gh..a1·ges above alluded to.* 

CHARITY. "Though I speak with the tong·ucs of lHCll aud 

* I hnve <'mitted the republication of tht'se charges in tl1e present edition, 
since they bav~ now become accessible to t'very l\lason, by tlleir inscrti m io 
several modern works on Freemasonry. 
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of angels, and have not charity, I become as sounding brass, or 
a. tinkling cymbal. And though I have the gift of prophecy and 
understand all mysteries and knowl(:;dge, and have all faith so 
that I could remm·e mountains, and have not charity, I am no
thing.n (1 Corinth. xiii. 1, 2.) Such was the language of an 
eminent apostle of the Christian church, and such is the senti
mtmt that constitutes the cementing bond of Freemasonry. 
Charity is the chief corner-stone of our temple, and upon it is to 
be erected a superstructure of all the other virtues, which make 
the good man and the good :Mason. The charity, however, of 
which our order boasts, is not alone that sentiment of commisera
tion, which leads us to assist the poor with pecuniary donations. 
Like the virtue described by the apostle, already cruoted, its ap
plication is more noble and more extensive. ''It suffereth long 
and is kind." The true :Mason will be slow to anger and easy to 
forgi,·e. He will stay his falling brother by gentle admonition, 
and warn him with kindness, of approaching danger. He will 
not open his ear to his slanderers, and wil! close his lips against 
all reproach. His faults and his follies will be locked in his 
breast, and the prayer for mercy will ascend to Jehovah for his 
brother's sins. Nor will these sentiments of benevolence be con
fined to those who are bound to him, by ties of kindred or worldly 
friendship alone; but extending them throughout the globe, he 
willlo,~e and cherish all who sit beneath the broad canopy of our 
uniyersal lodge. For it is the boast of our institution, that a 
1.\lason, destitutE> ~nd worthy, may find m every clime :. brothex, 
and in eyery land a home. 

CHARLES XII., ORDER OF. An order of knighthood 
instituted in 1811 by Charles XII., King of Sweden, and which 
was to be conferred only on the principal dignitaries of the ma
sonic institution in his dominions. In the manifc::;to cstabli:;.hing 
t.l'e order, the king says :-"To give to this society, (the masonic) 
1. proof of our gracious sentiments toward it, we will and ordain 
tk1t its first dignitaries to the number whi<:h we may determine, 

8 
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shall in future be decorated with the most intimate proof of our 
confidence, and which shall be for them a distinctive mark of the 
highest dignity.'' The number of knights are 27, all masons, 
and the King of Sweden is the perpetual Grand Master. 

CHERUBHri. The second order of the angelic hierarchy, 
the first being the seraphim. The two cherubim that overtopped 
the mercy-seat or covering of the ark, in the holy of holies, were 
placed there by ~loses, in obedience to the orders of God: "And 
thou shalt make two cherubim of gold, of beaten work shalt thou 
make them, in the two ends of the mercy-scat. And the cheru
bim shall stretch forth their wings on high, coYering the mercy
seat with their wings, and their faces shall look one to another; 
toward the mercy-seat shall the faces of the cherubim be." 
(Exod. xxv., 17, 19.) It was between these cherubim, that the 
ahekinnh or divine presence rested, and from which issued th<J 
Bathkol or Yoice of God. Of the form of these cherubim, we arc 
ignorant; Josephus says, that they resembled no known creature, 
but that ~Ioses made them in the form in which he saw them 
about the throne of God; others, deriving their ideas from what 
is said of them by Ezekiel, Isaiah, and St. John, describe them 
as having the fi10e and breast of a man, the wings c·f an eagle, 
the belly of a lion, and the legs and feet of an ox, wl1i(;h three 
aninl'lJs, with man, are the symbols of strength and wistloru. 

CHIEF OF THE TABER~ACLE. The twenty-third de· 
gree in the Ancient Scotch Rite. It comn.. • morates the institu
tion of the order of the priesthood in Aaron and his sons Elcuzat• 
and Ithamar. Its officer~ are three, a Sovereign Sacrificer and 
two High Priests, and the mem hers of the ''Hierarchy," as the 
lodge is .;:tyled, are called J.Jevites. The apron is white, lined 
with deep s~.:arlet and bordered with retl, blue and purple ribnnd. 
A goltl chandelier of seYen branches is painted on the centre: and 
a violet-coloured myrtle on the flap. The jewel, which is a thu
rible, is worn from a broad yellow, purple, blue and scarlet sash, 
from the left shoulder to the right hip. 
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CHISEL. One of the working tools of a )lark ~laster, and 
emblematic of the effects of education on the hun.an mind. For, 
as the a1tist, by the aid of this instrument, gives form and regu
larity to the shapeless mass of stone, so education, by cultivating 
the ideas and by polishing the rude thoughts, transforms the 
ignorant savage into the civilized being. The chisel is specu
latively to the ]Hark l\Iaster what the Ashlar is to the Entered 
Apprentice. 

In the English ritual, the chisel is one of the working tools of 
the Entered Apprentice, with the same emblematic signification 
as we give to it in the l\Iark l\Iaster's degi·ee. 

CHIVALRY. Although Freemasonry and the institution of 
Chivalry are not identical, yet we are permitted, from a variety 
of considerations, to infer that the latter was a branch of th~ 
former. And e\'"en if we should not come to this conclusion, the 
close connection which, at the present day, exists between some 
of the orders of chivalry and the order of Freemasonry, will au
thorize us in devoting a few words to a brief examination of this 
venerable institution. 

The origin of chivalry is involved in very great obscurity 
Almost every author who has written on this subject, has adopted 
an hypothesis of his own. Some derive the inst tution from the 
equestrian order of ancient Rome, while others trace it to the 
tribes who, under the name of Northmen, about the nin~h cen
tury, invaded the southern parts of Europe. \Yarburton ascribe8 
the origin of chivalry to the Arabians; Pinkerton, l\Iallet and 
Percy, to the Scandinavians. Clavel derives it from the secret 
societies of the Persians, which were the remains of the mysteries 
of .Mithras. 

Chivalry, like freemasonry, was a ceremonial institution, and 
its ceremonies were highly symbolical in their chnructer. It was 
diYided into three degrees: that of PagP, which m~~ht answer to 

our Apprentice; of E.,qu-ire, similar to our Fellow Craft; and of 
Knight, which was equh·alent to our Muster. The education of 
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the page was conducted with the greatest care. He was confiucd 
to the charge of some noble dame, who inculcated an unlimited 
defert:.nct li0 the female sex: and taught him to appreciate the 
duties and honours of the profession in which he wus about to 
embark. \Vhen arrived at a pl'Oper age, which was generally 
that of fourteen, he was presented at the altar, where the pric~t, 

having consecrated a sword, suspended it from his shoulder, by 
which simple ceremony, he was advanced to the second degree 
of chivalry, and became an Esquire. From this time, he was 
attached to the person of a knight, and becoming the sharer of 
his toils and dangers, was still further instructed in his duties. 
Having served a probationary term in these subordinate degrees, 
he was, at length, if found worthy, promoted to the honour of 
knighthood, which was the third degree, and the one in which 
the knowledge of the mysteries was conferred. The day before 
the ceremony of installation, was passed by the novice in fasting, 
?..nd the night in a church, prostrated at the foot of the altar, and 
in the midst of profound darkness. The next day he knelt be
fore the knight, who was to receive him, and took, between his 
hands, the solemn obligation, always t<' fly to the assistance of 
the oppressed, and to sacrifice himself for the honour and defence 
uf the mysteries of chivalry. The knight then girded the candi
date with a sword, struck him on the neck with his own, whi.:-h 
act was called the accolade, kissed his cheeks and rorebead, and 
gave him, with the open palm of his hand, a gentle slap, t.he last. 
he was ever to receive without resentment. Ile then arose, and 
was clothed with the various pieces of his armour, the emblematic 
sense of which was explained to him. 

The formulary of this part of the reception has been· pre
served,* and furnishes abundant CYidence of the symbolic cha
racter of the institution. The sword which he receh·ed wns 
called a the arms of mercy," and he was told to conquer his ene
mies by mercy rather thau by force of aTms. Its blade was two-

* La. Roque, Tra.it.J de la. Nobless!3. 
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eaged, to remind him that he must maintain chh·alry and justice, 
and contend only fur the support of these two ch/ef pilla1's of the 
temple of lw1Wlt1'. The lance represented Truth, because truth, 
like the lance, is straight. The coat of mail was the symbol of 
a fortress erected against vice, for, as castles are surrounded by 
walls and ditches, the coat of mail is closed in all its· parts, and 
defends the knight against treason, disloyalty, pride, and every 
other e~il passio-n. The rowels of the spur were gi~en to urge 
the possessor on to deeds of honour and ~irtue. The shield, 
which he places betwixt himself and his enemy, was to remind 
him that the knight is as a shield interposed between the prince 
and the people, to preserve peace and tranquility. 

After the reception, the knight was exhibited with great pomp 
before the people. A banquet, followed by the bestowal of 
largesses and alms, concluded the ceremonies. The knights were 
in possession of signs of recognition known only to themselv-es,* 
and were also united by a system of mysteries, allusions to whit~b 

will often be found in the allegories that we meet with in th~ 
romances of chi-valry. The greater part of the stories of Turpin 
and the other old romancers is filled with astronomical allusions 
applied to Charlemagne, and indeed this prince and his twehe 
p<.bilins on!!ht, s:1ys ClaYel, to be considered in these legendt:1 as 
the sun and the twelve genii or signs of the twel~e palaces of thl! 
zodiac. 

CHRIST, ORDER OF. "-.-hen the Knights Templars were 
overthrown throughout Europe, they were protected in Portugal, 
and con~erted by the soYereign into a new order, called the Order 
of Christ, and the secret part of the ritual was abolished. A 
masonic order of the same name was at one tiwe established in 
Paris by a Portuguese. 

CTRCLF.. See Point. within a Circle. 

* Cia vel Jlist. Pitt.. de Ia. Franc-)!n. ; on, p. 354. 
8* 
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01 RCU~lAMBULATIO~. Circumambulation, or a proces
sion around the altar, always formed a part of the ancient reli
gions ceremonies. In Greece, the priests and the people walked 
thrice round the altar during the sacrifice, and sung a sacred 
hymn. On these occasions, the procefsion moved according to 
the course of the sun, and a hymn is still preserved in the wri
tings of Callimachus, which was chanted by the priests of Apollo, 
at Delos, and the substance of which was, "we imitate the ex
ample of the sun and follow his benevolent course." The Druids 
used the same ceremonies, and always made three turns round 
the altar: accompanied by aU the worshippers. In some })arts 

of Britain, this practice continued to be observed for ages after 
the destruction of the Druidical religion, and )Jartin, in his De
scription of the \Yestern Islands, written not a century ago, tells 
us that ''in the Scotti&h isles the })eople never come to tho an
cient sacrificing and fire-hallowing cairns, but they walk three 
times round them, from east to west, according to the course of 
the sun. This sanctified tour, or 1·ound by the south, is called 

Dei8eal, from Deas or Deis, the right hand, and Soil or Sui, the 
sun; the 'right haml being ecer next the hr>ap m· cai1'n." 

Oliver says that in levelling the foot-stone of the temple, King 
Solomon and the twelve tribes circumambulated :'llount Moriah 
three times in jubilee procession. 

CIRCUl\ISPECTION. A nccessal'y watchfulness s recom
wended to every man, but in a )Jason it becomes a positiYe duty, 
and the neglect of it cons.~itutes a heinous crime. Ou this sub 
jcct, the Old Charges are explicit. "You shall be cautious in 
your words and carriage, that the most penetrating stranger slwll 
not be able to disco·rer or find out what is not proper to be imi
tated; anu sometimes you shall di\ert a discourse and mann~e it 
prudently for tl1e honour of the \\,. orsl1ipful Fraternity."- Old 
Oltargr~s, VI. 4. 

CL..t~NlJE~'ri~TE,. Not lea:al. A b d f l\I 't' . ·~ .o ,.., J,. ..., o y o asons um mg m 
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a lodge without the consent of a Grand Lodge, or although origi
nally legally constituted, continuing to work after its charter has 
been revoked, is styled a " Clandestine Lodge," and its members 
are called " Clandestine l\Iasons." With clandestine lodges or 
l\lasons, regular l\Iasons are forbidden to associate, or converse on 
masonic subjects. 

CLAY GROUND. In the clay ground between Succoth and 
~eredatha, Hiram Abif cast all the sacred vessels of the temple, as 
well as the pillars of the porch. This spot was about 35 miles 
in a north-east direction from Jerusalem, and it is supposed that 
Hiram selected it for his foundry, because the clay which abound
ed there was, by its great tenacity, peculiaTly fitted for making 
moulds. The masonic tradition on this subject is sustained by 
the authority of Scripture. See 1 Kings vii. 42, and 2 Chron. 
iv.l7. 

CLEFTS OF THE ROCKS. The whole of Palestine is 
very mountainous, and t.hese mountains abound in deep clefts or 
caves, which were anciently placeli of refuge to the inhabitants in 
time of war, and wel'e often usecl as lurking places for robbeD:~. 

It is, the1·efore, strictly in accordance with geograrbical truth 
that the statement, in relation to the concealment of certain per· 
sons in the clefts of the rocks, is made in the third degree. 

C.LOSIXU. The duty of closing the lodge is as imperative 
and the ceremony as solemn as that of opening, nor should it 
ever be omitted through negligence, nm· hurried over with haste, 
but every thing should be performed with order and precision, so 
that no brother shall go away dissatisfied. From the very nature 
\)f our constitution, a lodge cannot pToperly be adjourned. It 
must either be closed in due form, or the brethren called off to 
refreshment. But an adjournment on motion, as in other SO· 

r-ieties, is unknown to out· orde1·. 'l'he Master can, alone, dismiss 
the bTethren, and that dismission must take place after a settled 
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usage. In Grand Lodge~, wbich meet for several days succes
sively, the session is generally continued from day to day, by 
calling to refreshment at the termination 'Of each day's sitting. 

CLOTHED. A .Mason is said to be properly clothed when 
he wears white leather gloves, a white apron, and the jewel of 
his masonic rank. 'rhe gloves are now often, but improperly dis
pensed with, except f'U public occasions. 'fhiR costume is of 
ancient date, for, in an indenture of coYenants made in the reign 
of Henry the Sixth, of England, "between the church wardens 
of a parish in Suffolk and a company of Freemasons, the latter 
stipulate that each man should be provided with a pair of white 

gloves and a white apron, and thnt a lodge, properly tyled, 
should be erected at the expense of the parish, in which they 
were to carry on their works."-See Quarterly Revie'W, Vol. 
XAYJ v. P· 146. 

CLOUDED CANOPY. See Covering. 

COCK. The ancients made the COl·k a symbol of courage} 
and consecrated him to l\lars, Pallas and Bellona, deities of war. 
A;; an emblem 0f this quality, l1e is used in the jewel of tho 

Captain General of an Encampment of Knights Ternplars. 
Rhigellini, however, gives a different explanation of this sym· 

bol. He says that the cock was the emblem of the sun and of life, 

and that as the ancient Christians allegorically dPplorctl the death 

of the solar orb in Christ, the cock recalled its life and resurre<:tiou. * 
1.'he cock, we know, was a symbol among the early Chritititws, and 
is repeatedly to be found on the tombs in the catacombs of Rnme_ 

Hence: I am. on further reflection, induced to belicye that we should 
!-!ive a Christian iuterprctation to the jewel of a Knight Tcmplar 
aR symbolic of the resurrection. 

• .M:1<;onnerie cont:i<ler~e ro\llloe le resulta.t des religions Egypti.!nne, Jui~o 
et, Cbreticno•, tom. ii. p. 67. 
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COERCION. Among the_ Imperative requisites of a candidate 
for Freemasonry, is one that he should come of his free will and 
accord. l\Iasons cannot, therefore, be too cautious how they act 
or speak before uninitiated persons who have expressed any de
sire of entering the- order, lest this perfect freedom of their will 
be infringed. Coercion is entirely out of the question. lHerce
nary or interested motives should be strenuously discouraged, and 
no other inducement used than that silent persuasion which arises 
from a candid exposition of the beauties and moral excellences of 
our institution. 

COFFIN. In the ancient mysteries, the aspirant could not 
claim a participation in the highest secrets until he had been 
place-d in the Pastos, Bed or Coffin. The placing him in the 
coffin was called the symbolical death of the mysteries, and his 
deliverance was termed a raising from the dead. Hence arose a 
peculiarity in the Greek verb teleutao, which, in the active voice, 
signified "I die," and in the middle voice, "I am initiated." 
"The mind," says an ancient writer, quoted by Stobreus, ((is 
affected in death just as it is in the initiation into the mystm·ies 
And word answers to word, as well as thing to thing; for -rehv-ra11 

is to die, and -rdeurOat to be ~·nitiated." The coffin in masonry is 
an emblem of the l\I aster's degree, but : ts explication is here ie· 
communicable. 

COLLAR. An ornament worn around the neck by the officcl'ft 
of lodges, tc which is suspended a jewel indicative of the wearer's 
rank. The colour of the collar varies in the different grades ot 
masonry. That of a symbolic lodge is blue; of a Past l\Iaster, 
purple; of a Royal Arch l\Iason, scarlet; of a Secret l\Iaster, 
w bite bordered with black; of a Perfect 1\Iaster, green, &c. 
These colours are not arbitrary, but are each accompanied with an 
emblematic meaning. 

COLLEGIA ARTIFICUM. Colleges of Artificers. See 

Ron~an Colleges of .Artificers. 
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COLOURS. Each grade of masonry is furnished with its 
emblematic colour. Colours have always been invested with 
mystic meanings. Thus, they are used as the distinguishing 
mark of different nations, as well as of different professions. 
"rhite has been considered as emblematic of joy, and is hence 
selected as the appropriate dress for bridal occasions. On the 
contrary, the sombre appearance of black has confined its use to 
seasons of grief and mourning. The l1eralds have adopted colours 
as a part of their highly symbolic science, and among them, 
every colour is the symbol of a particular virtue and quality of 
the mind. The three symbolic colours of the ancient Druids, 
appropriated to their three degrees, were Green, emblematic of 
Hope; Blue, of Truth; and 'Yhite, of Light. The colours of 
Ancient York l\Iasonry are blue, purple and scarlet. Besides 
these, the different degrees of chivalry, and of Scotch masonry, 
have their appropriate colours. The reader is referred to these 
colours under their appropriate names. 

COLUl\IN. A round pillar made to support as well as to 
adorn a building, whose construction varies in the different orders 
of architecture. See Brolven Culurnn. 

00)ll\1ANDER. The Commander is the presiding officer in 
a Commandery of Knights Templars. His style is Eminent, and 
the jewel of his office is a cross, from which issue rays of light. 

COMMANDERY. See Encampment. 

001\Il\IANDERY, GRAND. See Encampment, Grand. 

CO:Jl l\IITTEE. The well-known regulation which fo ·bids 
private committees in the lodge, that is, select conversations be
tween two or more merubers, in which the other members arc not 
perULitted to join, is derived from the Old Charges : "You are 
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not permitted to hold private committees or separate conversa· 
tion, without leaye from the Master, nor to talk of any thing im. 
pertinent or unseemly, nor to interrupt the Master or Wardens, 
or any brother speaking to the l\laster."-Old Cha1·ges, § VI. 1. 

But the use of th~ word cmnmittee iu this sense is without 
the authority of good writers. 

COl\l:MON GAVEL. See Gavel. 

COniMUNJCATE. When the peculiar mysteries of a de
gree are bestowed upon a candidate by mere verbal description 
of the bestower, without his being made to pass through the con· 
stituted ceremonies, the degree is technically said t-o be com~u. 
nicated. This mode is, however, entirely confined to the Scotch 
rite. . In York 1\lasonry it is never permitted. 

CO:Mi'IUNICATIONS. The meetings of Lodges are called 
Communications, and of Grand Lodges, Grand Communica
tions. 

CO~IPANION. A title bestowed by . Royal Arch )fasons 
upon each other, and equivalent to the word brother in symbolic 
lodges. It refers, most probably, to the companionship in exile 
and captivity of the ancient Jews, from the destruction of the 
Temple by Nebuchadnezzar, to its restoration by Zerubabbel, 
under the ~uspices of Cyrus. 

CQ)IP ASSES. As in operative masonry, the compasses are 
nsed for the aclmeasuremen.t of the architect's plans, and to en. 
able him to give those just proportions which will insure beauty 
as well as stability to his work; so, in speculativ-e masomy, i:-
thia important implement symbolic of that even tenor of dt>pott· 
ment, that true standard of rectitude which al01.e can bcsto\~ 

happiness here and felicity hereafter. Hence are the compusse:i 
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the most prominent emblem of virtue,* the tl'ue and only measure 
of a Mason's life and conduct. As the Bible gives us light on 
our duties to God, and the squaTe illustrates our duties to our 
neighbour and brother, so the compasses ghe that additional light 
which is to instruct us in the duty we owe to ourselves-the 
great imperative duty of circumscribing our passions, and keeping 
our desires within due bounds. "It is ordained/' says the philo
sophic Burke, "in the eternal constitution of things, that men 
of intemperate passions cannot be free; their passions forge their 
fetters." 

CO~IPOSITE. One of the five orders of architecture intro· 
duced by the Homans, and compounded of the other four, whence 
it derives its name. Although it combines strength with beauty, 
yet, as it is a comparatively modern invention, it is held in little 
esteem among Freemasons. 

CONSECRATION. \Yhen a new lodge is formed, it is ne· 
cessary that it should be hallowed or consecrated to the purposes 
of masonry. The ceremonies on this occasion vary in iiffereut 
countries. They are detailed in all the Monitors. 

CO:NSECR.A.TION, ELEMENTS OF. The masonic elements 
of consecration are corn, ?.m.·ne, and Qil, which are called the corn 
of nourishment, the wine of refreshment, and the oil of joy. They 
are emblematic of health, plenty, and peace. See C01·n. 

CONSISTORY. The meetings of members of the 32d de .. 
gree, or Sublime Pt1nces of the Royal Secre~, are called Consts
torics. Its officers are, a Thrice Illustrious Grund Commander, 
two Thrice Illustrious Lieutenant Grand Commanders, Grand 

* Those brethren who delight to trace our emblems to an nstronomi<'n 1 
')rigin, find, in the compasses, a symbol of the Sun, the circulflr ph·ot r pre
renting the body of the luminary, and the diverging legs his rays. 
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Orator, Grand Chancellor, Grand Treasurer, Grand Secretary, 
Grand ~raster Architect, Physician General, Keeper of the 
Seals, Grand ~raster of Ceremonies, Captain of the Guards_, and 
Tyler. 

. 
CONSISTORY, GRAND. The governing body in a State, 

of the Ancient and Accepted Rite, subject, however, to the su
perior jurisdiction of the Supreme Council of the Thirty-third. 
The members of the Grand Consistory are required to be in pos-
13ession of the Thirty-second degree. 

CONSTANTINE. See Red Cross of Rorne and Constantine. 

CONSTITUTION OF A LODGE. Any number of~raster 
:Masons, not less than seven, being desirous of forming a new 
lodge, having previously obtained a Dispensation from the Grand 
l\Iaster, must apply, by petition, to the Grand Lodge of the State 
in which they reside, praying for a Charter or Warrant of Con
st~tution to enable them to assemble as a regular lodge. Their 
petition being favorably received, a warrant is immediately grant
ed, and the Grand ~laster appoints a day for its consecration and 
for the installation of its officers. In this consecration and instal
lation consists the constitution of a lodge, and when it is thus 
consecrated, and its officers are installed by the authority of the 
Grand Lodge, it is said to be legally constituted. 

CONSTITUTIONS. See Book of Const1:tutions. 

CONVOCATION. The meetings of Chapters of Roy::v Arch 
Masons a.re styled Convocations; those of Grand Chaptr~ are 
Grand Con Yocations. 

COPESTO~E * The topmost stone m a building; th;; •.1st 

::. In masonic language this word is usually but incorrectly pronounced 
t:CipP.stone. It:; rlerivnliou is from the Saxon cop, the head. 

9 
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laid, as the foundation stone is the first. "To celebrate the "•:rl
stonc," is to celebrate the completion of the edifice, a custom c;ti)C 

observed by opcrati ve l\Insous. 

CORINTHIAN ORDER. This is the lightest a.nd moat 
ornamental of the pure orders, and possesses the highest degree 
tlf richness aud detail thnt architecture attained under the Greeks. 
Its capital is its great di:-:tinction, and is richly adorned with 
leaves of ac:mthus: olive, &c., and other ornaments. The column 

Clf Beauty which supports the lodge, is of the Corinthian order, 
":lnd its appropriate situation and symbolic officer arc in the S. ·. 

COR~. Corn, wine, and oil are the ruasouic clements of con
;eeration. The adoption of these symbols is supported by the 

highest antiquity. Com, wine, and oil were the most important 
productions of ]~astern countries; they constituted the wealth of 

the people, and w< re esteemed as the supports of life and the 
means of rcfre~hmcnt. David enumerates them among the 
greatest blessings that we enjoy, and speaks of them as "wine 
that makcth glad the heart of man, and 01'l to make his face 
shine, and bread whid1 strengthencth man's heart." Ps. civ. l! 
In devoting any thing to l'eligious purposes, the anointing with 
oil was considered as a necessary part of the ceremony, a rite 
wbich has dc8c0ndcd to Christian nations. The tabernacle in 
the wilderness, ancl all its boly vessels, were, by God's express 
command, anointed with oil; Aaron aud his two sons were set 
apart for the priesthoatl with the same ceremony; and the pro
phets aud kings of Israel were con~ecratcd tu their nfficcs by the 
same rite. lienee, Freemasons' lotlge~, which arc but temple~ to 

the i\Iost High, arc consecrated to tbe s:lcrc<.l purposes fm· which 
they were built, by strewin~ corn, wine, and ,,iJ upon the "lodyf·,'' 
the cml)lem of the Holy Arlc Thus docs thi-; my!'tic ('Cl'Cmony 

instruct us to be nourisht d with the hidden nwnn~ of rightc(ju~ 
ness, to be rcfrcshcu with the "r ord of tlw J~ord, and to r<'joic•.! 
with )<'// unr-pe~,kablc in the rir·hcs of divine grace. '' \rha~-

, 
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fore, my brethren," says the venerable Harris, ((wherefore do 
you carry corn, w~~ne, and oil, in your processions, but to remind 
you, that in the pilgrimage of human life, you are to impart a 
portion of your bread to feed the hungry, to Eend · a cup of yaur 
'~'ine to cheer the sorrowful, and to pour the heajng oil of your 
consolation into the wounds which sickness hath made in the 
bodies, or affliction rent in the hearts of your fellow-travellers?" 
-Discourses, IV. 81. 

In processions, the corn alone is carried in a golden pitcher, 
the wine and oil are placed in silver vessels, and this is to remind 
us that the first, as a necessity and the a staff of life," is of more 
importance and more worthy of honom than the others, which 
are but comforts. 

CORNER-STONE. The first stone, in the foundation of 
every magnificent building, is called the corner-stone, and is laid 
in the north-east, generally with solemn a.nd appropriate ceremo
nies. To this stone, formerly, some secret influence was attributed. 
In Alet's Ritual, it is directed to be "solid, angular, of about a 
foot square, and laid in the north-east." Its position, as Oliver 
justly remarks, ((accounts in a rational manner, for the general 
disposition of a newly initiated candidate, when enlightened but 
uninstn1cted, he is accounted to be in the most superficial part 
of masonry."-8-igns and Symbols, p. 225. 

CORNUCOPIA. The horn of plenty. It is a symbol of 
abundance, and as such has been adopted as the jewel of the 
Stewards of a lodge, to remind them that it is their duty to see 
that the tables are properly furnished at refreshment, and that 
every brother is suitably provided for. 

CORYBANTES, MYSTERIES OF THE. Rites instituted 
in Phrygia, in honour of Atys, the lover of Cybele. The god
dess Wtt..S supposed first to bewail the death of her lu\cr, and 
afterwards to rejoice for his restoration to life. The cercmouic.s 

' ' . ' . ' 
) , . 

'. 
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were a scenical representation of this alternate lamentation and 
rejoicing, and of the sufferings of Atys, who was placed m an 
uk or coffin during the mournful part of the orgies. 

COTYTTO, 1\IYSTf~RIES OF. These mysteries were insti. 
tuted in Thrace, and passed over into Greece and Rome, where 
they were known as the rites of the Bona Dca. They were cele
brated by females alone, and were conducted with so much 
secrecy that thei1· ceremonies are entirely unknown. 

COUNCIL. In several of the higher degrees of masonry, the 
meetings are styled councils-as a council of Knights of the 
Red Cross, and of Princes of Jerusalem. A portiun of the room 
in which a chapter of Royal Arch :Masons or Knights of the 
Red Cross meets, is emphatically designated as the Grand 
Council. 

COU:NCIL OF ROYAL AND SELECT MASTERS. Bodies 
in which the degrees of Royal and Select 1\Iasters are given. 
The names and number of the officers vary slightly in different 
councils. They are perhaps most properly, a Thrice Illustrious 
Grand Master, IllustTious Hiram of Tyre, Principal Conductor of 
the Works, Treasurer, Recorder, Captain of the Guards, Con· 
ductor of the Council, and Steward. Of these officers, the first 
three represent the three Grand 1\Iasters at the Temple. 

COUNCIL OF THE TRINITY. An independent masonic 
jurisdiction, in which are conferred the degrees of Knight of the 
Christian ~lark, and Guard of the Conclave, Knight of the Holy 
Sepulchre, and the Holy and Thrice Illustrious Order of the 
Cross. They are conferred after the Encampment degrees. 1'hey 
are Christian degrees, 1.nd refer to the crucifixion. 

COVERIXG OF THE I.JODGE. Our ancient brethren rue•. 
beneath no other covering than the cloudy canopy of heaven . 

.. 
I 

I 
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The innumerable stars that dee:ked its concave surfacf 1 were as 
liviug witnesses of the power ~nd wisdom of Him, at whose 
sacred name they were taught to bow; and were nightly winning 
from the virtuous l\Iason, by their bright effulgence, the prayer 
of hope, and the hymn of prais~. Our lodges still claim this 
noble roof, emblematically, as their only covering, which admon
ishes them with a "sic itur ad astra," to aspire from earth to 
heaven, and to seek there the rest from labour, a.nd the reward 
of toil. 

CO\V AN. One of the profane. This purely masonic term is 
derived from the Greek kuon, a dog. In the early ages of the 
church, when the mysteries of religion were communicated only 
to initiates undeT the veil of secrecy, the infidels and unbaptized 
profane were called "dogs," a term probably suggested by such 
passages of Scripture as ~Iatt. vii. 6, "Give not that which is 
holy to dogs," ·and Philip. iii. 2, "Beware of dogs, beware of 
evil workers, beware of the concision." Hence, as kuon, or dog, 
meant among the early fathers one who had not been initiated into 
the Christian mysteries, the term was borrowed by the Freema
sons, and in time corrupted jnto cO'lcan. 'Ihe attempt made by 
some anti-masonic writers to deri\e the word from the chouans 
of the French Revolution is absurd. .The word was in use long 
before the French ReYolution was even meditated. In the sec
ond edition of Anderson's " Constitutions" publisl1ed in 1738, 
it occurs in the followiuO' I)assaO'e at pao·e 146: "But F1·ee and o n o . 
Accepted )lnsons shall not allow cowans to work with them, nor 
shall they be employed by cowans without an urgent ncce£8ity; 
and even in that case they shall not teach rotcan.~, but must 
have a separate communication." 

CRAFT. The ordinary acceptation is a trade or mechanical 
art, and collccti\cly, the persons practisiug it. He11ce, "the 
Craft," in speculati\'e masot1ry, signifies the whole body of Free
masons, wlH~re-rcr diJ=:pcrst>•l. 
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CRAFTED. A word sometimes colloquially used, instead of 
the lodge term "passed,'' to designate the adv~:1.cement of a can
didate to the second degree. 

CRAFTS:.\! AN. A 1\Iason. Not much used. 

CREATED. Knights of the Red Cross, Knights .._ f l'tlalta, 
and Knjghts Templars, when advanced to those degrees, are said 
t,o be "dubbed and created." 

CREED OF A MASON. The creed of a 1\Iason is brief, un
entangled wit~ scholastic subtleties, or with theological difficul
ties. It is a creed which demands and receives the universal 
consent of all men, which admits of no doubt, and defies schism. 
It is the belief in Gon, the supreme architect of heaven and 
earth; the dispenser of all good gifts, and the judge of the quick 
and the dead. 

CROSS. The cross was an important emblem in the Pagan 
mysteries, and was used as an hieroglyphic of life. It is retained 
in one of its modifications, the triple tau, as an emblem of the 
R. ·. A.·. degree, according to the English ritual, and is to be 
found plentifully dispersed through the symbols of the ineffable 
and philosophical degrees. As an emblem in the degrees of 
chivalry, it bears a strictly Christian allusion. But I do not re
cognize it as appertaining to symbolic masonry. See Triple Tau 

CROS£-LEGGED. It was an invariable custom in the Mid
dle Ages, in laying out the body of a Knight Templar after death, 
to cross one leg over the other; and in all the monuments of 
these knights now remaining in the various churches of l~m·opc, 
there will always be found an image of the person buried, sculp
tured on the stone, lying on a bier in this cross-legged po~itiou. 
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Templars of the present day will readily connect this posture 
mth an appropriate portion of the degree as now conferred. 

When, in the 16th century, a portion of the Knights Templars 
of Scotland united themselves with a masonic lodge at Sterling, 
they were commonly known by the name of the "cross-legged 
'Masons." Oliver relates the fact, but assigns no plausible reasnn 
for the appellation. It was, I presume, giYen in allusion k th1s 
funeral posture of the Templars, and a "cross-legged :l\Iason" 
would, therefore, be synonymous with a masonic Knight Templar. 

CROW. An iron implement to raise weights. 
the working tools of a Royal .Arch :1\Iason. For 
meaning, see Pickaxe. 

It is one of 
its symbolic 

CROWN, PRINCESSES OF THE. Princesses de la cou
ronne. A species of androgynous masonry, established at Sax 
ony, in 1770.-0lavel, Ht'st. de la Franc-lJJagon. 

CRUSADES. A few masonic writers have endeavoured to 
trace the introduction of masonry into Europe, to these wars. 
Those who entertain this opinion, suppose that the order '\'\'a~ 

unknown in Cru:istendom until it was brought there by the 
knights who had visited the Holy Land, and who, they contend, 
were instructed in its mysteries by the Jews of Palestine. But 
this theory is wholly untenable; for the first crusade commenced 
in 1065; and we have the best evidence that a convention of 
1\Iasons assembled at York, on the summons of Prince Edwin, as 
early as 926, or 139 years before a single knight had entered 
Asia. 

CRUX ANSATA. The ctux ansata or cross, surmounted by a 
circle, thus, Q was, in the Egyptian mysteries, a symbol of 
eternal life. -~ 
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CUBE. The cube is defined to be a regular solid body, con· 
sisting of six square and equal faces o1· sides, and the angles aU 
right angles. In the double cube, four of the faces are obion~ 
squares. The cube, from its perfect form, constitutes an impor
tnnt geometrical figure among Masons. The perfect Ashlar, it is 
supposed by some, ::-hould be of this figure, and the form of the 
lodge, taken in its height and depth, as well as its length and 
breadth, is a double cube, though in its superfices it constitutEs 
only an oblong square. 

CUBICAL STONE. The cubical stone forms an imp<.rtant 
part of the ritual of the Royal Arcl1 and Rose Croix, as well as 
i:lOllle other of the high degrees. We h:rve a masonic :iegend re
specting a cubical stone, on which the sacred name was inscribed 
in a mystic·al diagram. On this stone, Adam made his offerings 
to God. This stone is called "the masonic stone of foundation," 
and our traditions very minutely trace its history. \\'hen Jacob 
fl.C'd from Esau to his uncle Laban, in i~Iesopotamia, be canied 
this stone with him, and u~ed it as his plllow on the occasion of 
his memorable dream, the foot of the ladder appearing to rest on 
the stone. It was subsequently taken by him into Egypt, and 
when the Israelites departed from tl1at country, 1\Ioses com·eycd 
away with his followers tbe stone of foundation, as a talisman, 
by which tLey were to be conducted into the promised land. In 
the battle with the A malekitcs, he seated himself on this stone. 
Afterward this stone was deposited in a secret crypt of the tem
ple, in a manner well known to Select l\lasters, and there rr
mained hidden until, at tl1e rebuildin~ of the temple by Zerub
babel, it was discovered by three zealous sojourners, and nunle 
the corner-stone of the second temple.* 

* The stone pillar, anointed with oil, was a common pntrin.rchal bi<"roglyphir, 
connected with the worship of tbc Supreme Being; and, n.s Faber remnrlt~. a 

rude stone, anointed in the same wny, was :nuong the bentheus one n[ the 

most ancient !!ymbols of the Great 1-',;tbN·. The cuhi<'nl stone is, indeed, a1: 

important link, connecting the ~pm ious :tn(l the true Fr<'ernnsflury. 
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CUTIIT. A measure of length, origina1ly denoting the dis
tance from the elbow to the extremity of the middle finger, or 
the fourth part of a well proportionrd man's stature. The He. 
brew cubit, according to Bishop Cumberland, was twenty.one 
inches; but only eighteen according to other authorities. There 
were two kinds of' .cubits, the sacred and p1\.fane-the former 
c'Iual to thirty-six, and the latter to eighteen inches. It is by 
the common cubit that the dimensions of the various parts of the 
temple are to be computed. 

CYRUS. Cyrus king of Persia, was a grea.t conqueror, and 
ftfter having reduced nearly all Asia, he crossed the Euphrates, 
and laid siege to Babylon, which he took by diverting the course 
of the river which ran through it. The Jews, who had been 
carried away by Nebuchadnezzar, on the destruction of the temple, 
were then remaining as captives in Babylon. T~ese Cyrus 1·e
leased A. 1\I. 34-66, o1·, B. C. 538, and sent them back to Jeru
salem to rebuild the house of God, under the care of Joshua, 
Zerubbabel and Haggai. 

D. 
DARKNESS. Darkness among Freemasons is emblematical 

of ignorance; for, as our science has technically been called " Lux," 
or light., the absence of light must be the absence of knowledge. 
Hence the rule, that the eye should not see, until the heart has 
conceived the true nature of those beauties which constitute the 
mysteries of our order. In the spurious Freemasonry of the 
ancient mysteries, the aspirant was always shrouded in darkness, 
as a preparatory 8tep to the reception of the full light of know
ledge. .The time of this confinement in darkness and sulitntlc, 
\'aried in the different mysteries. Among the DruiJs of Britain, 
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the period was nine days and nights; in the Grecian mystel'ic~, 
it was tbree times nine days; while among the Per~ians, according 
to Porphyry, it was extended to the almost incredible period of 
fifty days of darkness, solitude and fasting. 

In the beginning, LlGnT was esteemed above darkness, and 
the primitive Egyptians worshipped. 01t1 as their chief detty, 
under the character of eternal I~ight. But, as the learned OliYer 
obser\e8, "this worship was soon debased by superstitious prac
tices." Darkness W<\S tben adored as the first born, as the pro
genitor of day, and the state of existence betin·e creation. The 
apostrophe of Young to Night, embodies the feelings which gave 
origin to this debasing worship of darkness: 

(( 0 majestic night! 
Nature's great ancestor! day's elder born! 
And fated to survive the transient sun l 
By mortals and immortals seen with awe !" 

Freemasonry has restored Darkness to its proper p1ace, as a 
state of preparation; the sym bo1 of that antemundane chaos from 
whence light issued at the divine command; of the state of non
entity before birth, nnd of ignorance before the reception of know
ledge. Hence, in the ancient mysteries, the release of the aspirant 
from solitude and darkness was called the act of regeneration, and 
he was said to be born again, or to be raised from the dead. And 
in masonry, the darkness which envelopes the mind of the unini
tiated, being remo,ed by the bright effulgence of masonic light, 
1\Iasons are appropriately called ''the sons of light." 

DATES. See Calendar, Masonic. 

DEACON. In every well regulated symbolic lodge, the two 
lowest of the internal officers are the Senior and Junior Deacons. 
The former is aJ>pointcd by the Master, and the latter by the 
Senior \Yarden. It is to the Deacons that tl1e introduction of 
visitors should be properly entrusted. Their duties comprehend 
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also, a general surveillance over the security of the lodge, and 
they are the proxies of the officers by whom they are appointed. 
Hence their jewel, in allusion to the necessity of circumspection 
and justice, is a square and compasRes. In the centre, the Senior 
DP.acon wears a sun, and the Junior Deacon a moon, which serve 
to distinguish their respective ranks. In the rite of J)lisraiw, the 
deacons are called acolytes. 

The office of Deacons in l\Iasonry appear to have been derived 
from the usages of the primitive church. In the Greek church, 
the deacons were always the n:uJ..wpo,, pylori or doorkeepers, and 
in the Apostolical Constitutions the deacon was ordered to stand 
~t the men's door, and the sub-deacon at the women's, to see that 
none came in or went out during the oblation.* 

DECL.A.RATION OF CANDIDATES. See Q1.testiuns to 
Cm;d1'dates. 

DEDICATION. When a masonic hall has been erected, it is 
dedicated, with certain well known and impressive ceremonies, to 
jlfasonry, Virtue, and Universal B enevolence. 

Lodges, however, are differently dedicated. Anciently, they 
were dedicated to King Solomon, as the founder of ancient craft 
masonry, and the first l\Iost Excellent Grand l\Iaster. Christian 
lodges are generally dedicated to St. John the Baptist, and St. 
John the Evangelist; and in every well regulated lodge, there is 
exhibited a certain point within a circle, embordered by two per
pendicular lines, called the "lines parallel," which represent 
these two saints. In those English lodges which have adopted 
the union system of work, the dedication is to '' God and his 
service," and the lines parallel represent ~loses and Solomon 
This change was adopted by the Grand Lodge of England, in 
1813, to obviate the charge of sectarianism. I have, howe\er, in 

* Const. Apost., lib. viii., Cap. U. 
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another work, endeavoured to prove that to this charge we by no 
means render our~elves amenable by this dedication to the aboYe 
saints, since it is made to them, not as Christians, but as eminent 
Masons; not as saints, but as pious and good men; not as teach4 

~rs of a religwus sect, but as bright cxet phlrs of all tnose vui.uea
whicb .:.\lasons are taught to reYercnce and practice.* 

'\Vith respect to the original cause of this dedication, the 
English lodges have preserved a tradition; which, as a matter of 
curiosity, may find a place in this wol'k. I am indebted for it 
to Brother l\loore's excellent :Magazine, vol. ii., p. 263. 

"From the building of the first temple at Jerusalem, to the 
Babylonish captivity, Freemasons' lodges were dE!clicated to King 
Solomon; from thence to the coming of the J!essiah, they were 
dedicated to Zerubbabel, the builder of the second temple; and 
from that time to the final destruction of the temple by Titus, in 
the reign of Vespasian, they were dedicated to St. John the 
Baptist; but owing to the runny maF:sacres and disorders which 
attended that memorable event, Freemasonry sunk very much 
into decay; many lodges were entirely broken up, and but few 
could meet in sufficient numbers to constitute their lrgulity, and 
at a general meeting of the craft, held in the city of Benjamin, 
it was observed that the principal reason for the decline of rua. 
sonry was the want of a Grand l\laster to patronize it; they, 
therefore, d<>puted scveu of their most eminent members to wait 
upon St. John the Evangelist, who was at that time Bishop of 
Ephesus, requesting him to take the office of Grand :\laster. He 
returned for answer, that though well stricken in ycnrs, (being 
upwards of ninety,) yet having been in the early part of his life 
initiated into masonry, he would take upon himseJf that office; 
he thereby completed by his learning, what the other St. John 
had completed by his zeal, and tlms drew what 11'reemasous term 
a line parallel; ever since which Freemasons' lod~cs in a1l Christian 

• Se~ an article by the author on this subject, in Moore's Freema~ous' ~lag., 
r. iii. I 6. 
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countries have been dedicated both to St. J ohn the Baptist, and 
St. John the Evangelist." 

But the task is not difficult to trace more philosophically, and, 
l belic'\"e, more correctly, the real origin of this custom. In the 
5JlUnous masonry, so well known as tbe mysteries oi Pagan 
nations, we may find the most plausible reasons for the cele .. Hation 
of our festivals in June and December, and for the dedication of 
our lodges to St. John the Baptist, and St. John the Evangelist. 

The post-diluvians, according to the testimony of the Jewish 
writer, :\Iaimoindes, the Magians of Persia, until their ritual was 
improved and purified by Zoroaster, and most probably the ancient 
Druids, introduced into their rites a great respect for, and even 
an adoration of the Sun, as the source of light and life, and fruition, 
and the Yisible representative of the inYisible creative and pre
servative principle of nature. To such sects, the period when 
the sun reached his greatest northern and soutl1ern declination, 
by enteTing the zodia.cal signs, Cancer and Capricorn, marked, as 
it would be, by the most evident effects on the seasons, and on 
the length of the days and nights, coultl not have passed unob
served; but, on the contrary, must have occupied a distinguished 
place in their ritual. Now these important days fall respectirely 
on the 21st of June and the 2:2d.of December. 

In the spurious masonry of the ancients these days wert, 
doubtless, celebrated as returning eras in the existence of thlj 
great source of light, and object of their worship. Our anciem 
brethren adopted the custom, abandoning, however, in deference 
to their own purer doctrines, the idolatrous principles which were 
connected with these dntes, and confining their celebration e:s:clu 
sivel.v to their astronomical importance. But time passed on. 
Christianity c..·uuc to mingle its rays with tbe light of masomT1 

and our Christian ancestors, finding that the church had appro
priated two days ncar these solstitial periods to the memory of 
two eminent saints, it was easy to incorporate these festival:;, by 
the lapse of a few days, into the masonic calendar, uml to adopt 
t.hese worthies as patrons of our order. To this chauge1 the 

10 
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earlier Christian ~!a sons were doubtless the more persuaded by the 
peculiar character of these saints. St. J olm the Bapti!='t, by ::m

nouncing the approach of Christ, and by the mystic ablution to 
which he subjected his proselytes, anJ which was afterward 
adopted in the ceremony of initiation into Christianity, wight wen 
be considered as the Grand IJierophant of the church; while the 
mysterious and emblematic nature of the Apocalypse assimilated 
the mode of teaching adopted by St. John the Evangelist to that 
practised by the fraternity. 

It is thus that I trace the present system of dedication, through 
these saints, to the heliacal worship of the ancients. 

Royal Arch Chapters are dedicated to Zerubbabel, Prince or 
Governor of Judah, and Encampments of Knights Temp!::.:a to 
St. John the Almouer. Mark lodges should be dedicated to 
Hiram the Builder ; Past l\Iasters' to the Sts. Jol.m, and l\Iost 
Excellent ~lasters' to King Solomon. 

DEDICATION OP THE TE~lPLE. The temple having 
been completed, Solomon dedicated it to Jehovah in the month 
Tizri, 290!) years after the creation, and 1005 before the aJvcnt 
of Christ. )Iasonic trauition tells us that he assem Lled the nine 
Deputy Grand )lasters in the holy place from which all narural 
light had been carefully excluded, and which only received the 
artificial light which emanated from the east, west, and south, 
and there made the necessary arrangemeuts, * after which he 
stood before the altar of the Lord, and offered up that beautiful 
invocation and prayer which is to be found in the 8th chapter of 
the ht llook of Kings. 

DEGREES. Ancient Craft )lasonry, or as it is called by the 
Graml Lot11!e of Scothnd, "St John's )bsonry," consi:;ts of but 
three degrees, }:ntered Apprentice, Fellow Craft, and Master 
)fa.son. The dt'grees in a1l the rites vary in number and cha-

. ----·---------------
* Ollvt•r, Landmarks, i. 580. 
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rueter, inasmuch as they are comparatively modern; but they all 
eorumence with the three degrees of Ancient Craft i\laBonry. 

In all the Pagan myster·ies, there were progressive degrees uf 
initiation. In the mysteries of Hindostan, there were four de
grees; three in those of Greece; the same nun. be~ among thE> 
Druids; and two among the l\Iexicans. The object of these 
steps of probation was to test the character of the aspirant, and 
at the same time to prepare him by gradual reYelations, for the 
important knowledge he was to receive at the final moment of his 
adoption. 

DELTA. A triangle. The name of a piece of furniture in 
an Encampment of Knights Templars, which, being of a trian4 

gular form, derives its name from the Greek letter~' delta. It 
is also the title given,in the French and Scotch rites,to the lumi
nous triangle which encloses the ineffable name. 

DE~IIT. A l\Iason is said to demit from the order when he 
withdraws from all connection with it. It relieves the individual 
from all pecuniary contributions, and debars him from pecuniary 
relief, but it does not cancel his masonic obligations, nor exempt 
hint from that wholesome control which the order exercises o-ver 
the moral conduct of its members. In this respect the maxim is, 
once a J1lason and alwa.1JS a lJlason. 

A very inexcusable corruption of this word has lately sprung 
up in this country, and a fe_w American l\Iasons, in violation of 
all the rules of etymology, and the authority of all 3Iasonic W rit4 

ers from Anderson to Oliver, are now attempting to introduce 
the word dim,it. The meanings of the two words are, as well as 
their derivation, entirely different. To dem.it is from demittere, 
"to let go, or withdraw," just what the member does when he 
demits from the lodge. To dim.it is from dim.ittere, "to send 
away." A :~\Iason may demit or withdraw from the lodge; for 
that is good English j but he cannot dim, it or send away from the 
lodge, because that would bo nonsense, unless he sends something 
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else away and stays himself. The word dim,it was invented by 
somebody who was ignorant of the Latin language and did uot 
know the force of the root from which the word is derived. It 
is found in ~Iacoy's Cyclopedia, w1w derives it from dimitto, which 
he says means " to permit to go;" but unfortunately, dimitto has 
no such meaning in pure Latin. The word dhnit should be 
carefully eschewed by all correct speakers and writers. A. demit, 
which is wholly a technical word, is a certificate that the brother 
therein named has resigned his membership, and that, being in 
good standing, bis resignation has been accepted. 

DEPUTY GRAND .l\IASTER. The assistant, and in hi::~ 

absence, the representative of the Grand ~laster. lie was form· 
erly appointed by his superior, but is now elected by the craft. 
'Vhile the Grand Master is present, the D.·. G.·. M. ·.has neither 
duties nor powers; these are exercised only in the absence of the 
presiding officer. 

DERl\IOTT, LAURE~CE. He was at first the Grand Secre
"ary and afterwards the Deputy Grand !)laster of that body of 
masons, who, in 1739, seceded from the Grand Lodge of England 
and called themselves "Ancient 'York Masons,'' stigmatizing the 
regular masons as "moderns." In 1 T6-l, Dermott published the 
Book of Constitutions of his Grand Lodge under the title of 
'' Ahiman Rezon; or a help to all that are or would be Free and 
Accepted l\Iasous, containing the quinte~sence of all that bas been 
published on the subject of Freemasonry." This work paRsed 
through several editions, the last of which was etlited, in 1813, 
by Thomas Harper the Deputy Grand l\Iaster of the Ancient 
l\Iasons, under the title of "The Consti tutinns of Freemasonry, 
or Ahiman Rezon." It is not, howeYcr, considered as any au
thority foT masonic law. 

DESAGULIERS. John Thcophilus Desagulicrs, JJL.D., 
F.H.S., and a distin?:uished writer and lecturer ou experimental 
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philosophy, was the second Grand .l\Iaster after the reorganization 
of Freemasonry in 1717. In 17:20, he compiled, with Dr. An
derson, the earliest form of masonic lectures that are now extant, 
although the use of them has long since been abandoned for 
more modern and complete ones. He was born at Rochelle, in 
France, on the 12th ~larch, 1683, and died at London in 1749. 

DEUS 1\IEU:i\IQUE JUS. God and my right. The motto 
of the 33d degree, Ancient and Accepted rite. 

DIO~YSIAN ARCHITECTS. The priests of Bacchus, or, 
as the Greeks' called him, Dionysus, having devoted themselves 
to a.rchitectural pursuits, established about 1000 years before the 
Christian era, a society or fraternity of builders in Asia ~Iinor, 
which is styled by the ancient writers the Fraternity of Dionysian 
Architects. A"& account of this institution 1s g1ven under the 
head of "Antiquities of F1·ee1nasonry." 

DIOXYSIAX ~IYSTERIES. These mysteries were cele
brated throughout Greece and Asia ~Iinor, but prinr;ipally ut 

Athens, whe1·e the years were numbered by them. They were 
instituted in honour of Bacchus, and were introduced irJto Greece 
frnm }~g:ypt, which, as we shall have abundant occasion to see in 
the course of this work, was the parent of all the ancient rites. 
fu the,,e mpterie3, the mm·der of Bacc:hus by the Titans wa:

~onnnemorated~ in which legend he is eYidently identified with 
t.he Egyptian 05ir·s, who was slain by his brother, Typhon. The 
aapirant in the ceremonies through which be passed, represented 
the murder of the god, and his restoratio~ to life. 

The commencement of the mysteries, or 'vhat we might rua

sonicnl1y call the opening of the lodge, was signalized by the eon

secration of an egg, in allusion to the mundane eg~ f~·om whit'h 
all things were supposed. to haYe sprung. The <:and:date lun-it'g 

tiN n first purified by watt·r, and crownLd with a lll}rt le bnHlt:lt, 
was intro:.luccd into the vestibule, and there clothed in the i:i<H:retl 

10* 
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hnbilaments. He was then deliYered to the conductor, who, after 
the mystic warning, cw;, e:xaq, E:6Te /343Y;loc, "Depart hence, all 
ye profane!" exhorted the candida.te to exert all his fortitude and 
courage in the dangers and trials through which he was about to 
pass. He was then led through a series of dark caverns, a part 
of the ceremonies which Stobrous calls ''a rude and fearful march 
through night and darkness." During this passage he is terrified 
by the howling of wild beasts, and other fearful noises; artificial 
thunder reverberates throngh the subterranean apartments, and 
transient flashes of lightning reveal monstrous apparitions to his 
sight. In this state of darkness and terror he is kept for three 
days and nights, after which he commences the apbnnism or mys· 
tical death of Bacchus. He is now placed on the pastos or couch, 
that is, he is confined in a solitary cell, where he is at liberty to 
reflect seriou~ly on the nature of the undertaking in which he is 
engaged. During this time, he is alarmed with the sudden crash 
of waters, which is intended to represent the deluge. Typhon, 
searching for Osiris, or Bacchus, for they are here identical, dis
covers the ark in which he had been secret.e·d, and tearing it 
violently asunder, scatters the limbs of his victim upon the 
waters. The aspirant now hears the lamentations whieh are in
stituted for the death of the god. Then commences the search 
of Rhea for the remains of B;1cchus. The apartments are filled 
with shrieks and groans; the initiated mingle with their howling~ 
'Jf despair, the frantic dances of the Corybantes; every thing i:
a scene of distraction and h.!wdness; until, at a signal from the 
hicropbant, the ~whole drama changes j the mourning is turned 
to joy; the mangled body is found; and the aspirant is 1·eleascd 
from his confinement, amid the shouts of Eup"fJWfl.~ll, Eurzo.tpPfJ.~ll: 
"we have fouud it, let us rejoice together." The candidate is 
now mauc to descend into the infernal regions, where he sees the 
torments of the wicked, and the rewards of the virtuous. It 
was now that he receiYed the lecture explanatory of the rites, 
and was inYcstcd with the tokens ""Which served the init.i<tted as a 
means of recog11ition. He then underwent a lustrntion, after 
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which he was introduced into the holy place, where he l'eceived 
the name of Epopt., and was fully instructed in the doctrine of 
the mysteries, which consisted in a belief in the existence of one 
God, and a future state of rewards and punishments. These 

• doctrines were inculcated by a Yllriety of significant symbols. 
After the performance of these ceremonies, the aspirant was dis
missed, and the rites concluded with the pl'Onunciation of the 
m;ystic words Konx Ompax, an attempted explanation of which 
will be found under the head of Eleusinian mysteries. 

DISCALCEATION. The ceremony of taking off the shoes, 
as a token of respect, whenever we are on or about to approach 
holy ground. It is referred to in Exodus, (iii. 5,) where the 
a11gel of the Lord, at the burning bush, exclaims to ~Ioses: 

"Draw not nigh hither; put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for 
the place whereon thou standest is holy ground." It is aga.in 
mentioned in Joshua, (v. 15) in the following words: "And the 
captain of the Lord's host. said unto Joshua, Loose thy shoe 
from off thy foot; for the place whereon thou standest is holy.'~ • 
And lastly, it is alluded to in the injunction given in Ecclesiaste~, 
(v. 1) "Keep thy foot when thou goest to the house of God." 

The rite, in fact, always was, and still is, used among the Jews 
anu other Oriental nations, when entering their temples and 
other sacred edifices. It does not seem to have been deri\"ed 
from the command given to 1\Ioses; but rather to ha-ve existed as 
a. 1·eligious custom from time immemorial, and to have been bor
rowed, as .Mede supposes, by the Gentiles, through tradition, 
from the patriarchs. 

rhe direction of Pythugoras to his disciples, was in these 
words: Avu~.:6J'1J-roc; Ouc xa1 rrpo(jXUY~'-that is, ''Offer sacrifice and 
worship with thy shoes of['' 

Justin :Martyr says that tlwse who came to worship in the 
sanctuaries and temples of the Geutiles, were commanded by 
their priests to put. off their shoes. 

Drusius, in his Notes on the Book of Joshua, says that among 
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most of the Eastern nations it wns a pious duty to tread the 
pavement of the temple with unshod feet.* 

l\Iaimonides, the great expounder of the .Jewish law, as~erts 

that "it was not lawful for a man to come into the mountain of 
Gotl's house with his shoes on his feet, or with his staft~ or in his • 
working garments, or with dust on his feet.''t 

Rabbi Solomon, commenting on the command in LeviticuR 
xix. 30, a Y c shall reverence my sanctuary," makes the same re

mark in relation to this custom. On this subject Dr. Oliver ob· 
serves: "Now the net of going with naked feet was always con· 
sidered a token of humility and reYerence; and the priests, in 
temple worship, always officiated with feet uncovered, although 
it was frequently injurious to their health."t 

l\Iede quotes Zngo Zaba, an Ethiopean Bishop, who was am
bassador from Drwid, King of Abyssinia, to J olm III., of Portu
gal, as saying: "W c are not permitted to enter the church, ex
cept barefooted ."§ 

The ~Iahommcdans, when about to perform their devotions, 
always leave their slippers at the door of the mosque. The 
Druids practised the same custom whenever they celebrated their 

sacred rites; and the ancient Peruvians are said always to have 

left their shoes at the pore:h, when U1ey entered the magnificent 
temple consecrated to the worship of the Sun. 

Adam Clarke thinks that the custom of worshipping the Deity 

barefooted, was so general among aH natious of antiquity, thut 
he assjgns it as one of hil" thirteen proofs that the whole humnn 
race h<we been deri,·ecl frum one fami1y. 

Final1y, Bishop Patrick, speaking of the origin of this rite, 
says in his commentaries: ' ' ~loses did not give the first begin
ning to this rite, but it was derived from the patriarchs before 

* Quod etiam nunc npnd plcrnsquc orientis nntiones pinculum sit, cal<'<'atc 
pede telllrlornm p:n•imentn ca.lcnssc. 

t Beth H:tbhechirnh, c. 7. 
t llist cricnl La11dmar-k::, vol. ii. p. •t81. 
~ Non dalur nobis pott'stns ndcundi tcmplum nisi nudibus pedibu11. 
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him, and transmitted to future times from tbat ancient, general 
tradition j for we find no command in the law of l\Ioses for the 
priests performing the service of the temple without shoes, but 
it is certain they did so from immemorial custom j and so do the 
Mohammedans and other nations at this day." 

DISCOVERY. "Anno inventionis/' or" in the year of the 
discovery," is the style assumed by Royal Arch niasons, in com
memoration of an event which took place soon after the com
mencement of the rebuilding of the Temple by Zerubbabel. 
See Calendar, llfasonic. 

DISPENSATION. A permission to do that which, without 
such permission, is forbidden by the constitutions and usages of 
the order. The power of granting Dispensations is confided to 
the Grand Master, or his representative, but should not be exer
cised except on extraordinary occasions, or for excellent reasons. 
The dispensing power is confined to only four circumstances. 
1. A lodge cannot be opened ap.d held, unless a \Varrant of Con
stitution be first granted by the Grand Lodge; but the Grand 
J\It:t53ter may issue his Dispensation, empowering a constitutional 
number of brethren to open and bold a lodge until the next com
munication of the Grand Lodge. At this communication, the 
Di~pensation of the Grand Master is either revoked or confirmed. 
A lodge under Dispensation, is not permitted . to be represented, 
nor to vote in the Grand Lodge. 2. Not more than five cau~i

dates can be made at the same communication of a lodge; but the 
Grand ~faster, on the showing of sufficient cause, may extend to 
a lodge the privilege of making as many more as he may think 
p1·oper. S. No brother can at the same time belong to two 
loJges, within three miles of each other. But the Grana. .:\faster 
way dispense with this regulation also. 4. Every lodge must 
elect and install its officers on the constitutional night, which, in 
mo::;t masonic jurisdictions, precedes the anniversary of St. J uhu 
the Evangelist. Should it, however, neglect this duty, OI' should 
any officer die, or be expe1led, or remove permanently, no subse-
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quent election or installation can take place, except under dis
pensation of the Grand Master. 

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRru"\'"D l\IASTER. An officer ap
pointed to jnspect old lodges, consecrate new ones, install their 
officers, and exercise a general supervision over the fraternity in 
districts where, from the extent of the jurisdiction, the Grand 
Master or his Deputy cannot conveniently attend in person. He 
is considered as a Grand Officer, and as the representative of the 
Grand Lodge in the district in which he resides. In the Eng
li5h. Grand J_,odge, officers of this description are called Provin
cial Grand l)Iasters. 

DORIC ORDER. The oldest and most original of the three 
Grecian orders. It is remarkable for robust solidity in the column, 
for massive grandeur in the entablature, and for harmonious sim
plicity in its construction. The distinguishing c_haracteristic of 
this order, is the want :>f a base. The flutings are few, large, 
and very little concave. The capital bas no astragal, but only 
one or more fillets, which separate the flutings from the torus.* 
'fhe column of strength which supports the lodge, is of the Doric 
order, and its appropriate situation and symbolic officer are in 
the W.·. 

DOVE, KNIGHTS ARD LADIES OF THE. OlwvaUer~ 

et. Ohevalieres de la Colombe. A secret society framed on the 
model of Freemasonry, to. which women were admitted; it was 
instituted at Versailles, in 178-1, but it is now extinct. 

DRESS O:b"' A MASON. Oliver sayst that c< the ancient 
symbolical dress of a l\Iaster :\Iason was a yellow jacket and blue 
breeches, alluding to the brass compasses with ~tee] points, which 
\lere assigned to the ~Iastel', or Grand :\ln3ter, as p:oYcrnor of the 
craft. But the real dress was a plain black coat anu breeches, 

* 8tunrt, Diet. of Arclnl('dttre. 

t 1.1\0dUlarks, vol. i. p. 1G9. 
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with white waistcoat, stockings, aprons and gloves.'' In this 
country the masonic costume is a full suit of black, with white 
stockings where shoes are worn, and white leather aprons and 
gloves. The earliest code of lectures known in England described 
the symbolic clothing of a :!\laster :Mason as "a skull cap and 
jacket yellow, and nether garments blue." 

DRUIDS. The Druidical rites were practised in Britain and 
Gaul, though they were brought to a much greater statu of per
fection in the former country, where the isle of .Anglesea was con~ 
sidered as their chief seat. The word Druid has been supposed 
to be derived from the Greek LJpuc;, or rather the Celtic Derw, an 
oak, which tree was peculiarly sacred among them; but I am 
inclined to seek its etymology in the Gaelic word Druidh, which 
signifies a wise man or a magician. The druidical ceremonies of 
initiation, according to Oliver, " bore an undoubted reference to 
the salvation of Noah and his seven companions in the ark." 
Indeed, all the ancient mysteries appear to have been arkite in 
their general character. Their places of initiation were of 
various forms; circular, because a circle was an emblem of the 
universe; or oval, in allusion to the mundane egg, from which, 
ilCCording to the Egyptians, our nrst parents issued; or serpcn~ 
tine, because a serpent was the symbol of Hu, the druidic-.al Noah; 
or winged, to represent the motion of the Divine Spirit; or cru· 
Jiform, because a cross was the emblem of regenerajon.* Their 
.:mly covering was the clouded canopy, becanse they deemed it 
absurd to confine the Omnipotent beneath a. roof, t and they were 

-------··--------------------------·-----------
* The cro.ss, as an emblem of regeneration, was first adopted by the Egyp~ 

lians, who expressed the several increases of the Nile, (by whose fer t ilizing in
undations their soil wa.s r egenera ted ,) by a colu mn marked with several crosses. 
·fhey hung it as a talisman around the necks of their children and sick pea
people. It was sometimes represented in an a.bridgc(l form, by the letter 'I'.
Pluche, }liFJton·e du. CiP-l. 

t It was an nrticle in the druidical creed, that it was unla wful to build tern 
pies to the gods; or to worship them within wails or under roofs." -Dr. Bu. 
rJ/« Biat. Eng. 
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constructed of embankments of earth, and of unhewo stones, 
unpolluted 1dth a metal tool. No one was permitted to ent~r 
their sacred retreats, unless lte bore. a elwin. The chief priest or 
hierophant, was called the ArcLdruid. Their grand peTiods c f 
initiation were quarterly, taking place on the days when the suo 
reached his equinoctial and solstitial points, which at that remote 
period were the 13th of February, the 1st of l\Iay: the 19th of 
August, and the 1st of No\eruber. The principal of these was 
the 1st of :May, (which, according to ~Ir. Higgins,* was the fus
tival of the Sun entering into Taurus,) and the 2\I ay-day celebra
tion which still exists among us, is a remnant of the druidical 
rites. It was not lawful to commit their ceremonies or doctrines 
to writjng, as we learn from Cresar ;1- and hence the ancient 
Greek and Homan writers have been enabled to give us but little 
information on this subject. 

The institution was divided into three degrees or classes, the 
lowe:::t being the Burds; the second the Fa£ds, or Vl1tes, and 
the highest the Druids.t l\Iuch mental preparation and physical 
purification were used previously to admi!'sion into the first de
e;ree. The aspirant was clothed with the three sacred colours, 

white, blue, and green; white as the symbol of Light, Llue of 
Truth, and green of Hope. 'Yheu the riteR of initiation were 
passed, the tri-colourcd robe was changed for one of gn'rn _i in 
the second degree, the candidate was clothed in blue, and having 
surmounted all the dangers of the third, and arrived at tbo su m
mit of perfection, he received the red tiara and flowing mantle 
of purest white. The ceremonies were numerom~, the physieal 
proofs painful, and the mental trials appalling. They commenced 
in tl1e first degree, with placing the a:;;pirunt in the pa::;tos, bed, 
or coffin, where his symbolical death wn~ represented, and t hey 
terminated in the third, by his regenerution or restoration tn life 

* lliggins' Celtic Druid~, p. 149. The astronomic relations of this d;4y 
have been altered by the procession of the equinox. 

t "Neque fa:: esse existirnant, en literis mnndure."-Bell. Gull. vi. 1~. 
t See Strabo, lib. iv, and Amminn. :\larccllinus, lib. xv. 
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from the womb of the giantess Ceridwin1 and the committal of the 
body of the neu;Zlf bor·n to the waves in a small boat, symbolical 
of the ark. The r~sult was, generally, that he succeeded in 
reaching the safe landing-place that represented 1\lount Ararat, 
but if his arm was weak, or his heart failed, death was the almost 
inevitable consequence. If he refueed the trial, through timidity, 
he was contemptuously rejected, and decla1·ed forever ineligible to 
participate in the sacred rites. But if he undertook it and suc
ceeded, he was joyously invested with all the privileges of druidism. 

The doctrines of the Druids were the same as those entertained 
by Pythagoras. They taught the existence of one Supreme Being; 
a future state of rewards and punishments j the immortality of the 
soul, and a metempsychosis;* and the object of their mystic rites 
was to communicate these doctrines in syrn bolic language. 

With respect to the origin of the Druids, the most plausible 
theory seems to be that of Mr. Higgins, that tl1e Celts, who prac
tised the rites of Druidism, ''first came from the east of the 
Caspian sea., bringing with them their seventeen letters, their 
festivals, and their gods." Without such a theory as this, we 
shall be unable to a.ccount for the analogy which existed between 
the rites of druidism and those of the other pagan mysteries, the 
Latter of whom undoubtedly derived their origin from the mysteries 
of ancient India through those of Egypt. 

DUE FOR~L See Ample Form. 

DUE GUARD. vVe are by this ceremony strongly reminded 
of the time and manner of taking our solemn vows of duty, and 
hence are duly guarclecl against any violation of our sacred 
promises as initiated members of a great moral and social insti
tution. 

DUNCKERLEY, THO)IAS, called by Oliver' ' the most emi-

* Cresar snys of them : "In primis hoc volunt persuac.lere, non interire nni
mos, sed ab nliis post mortem nd alios transire putant."-Bell. Gall., I. vi. 

11 
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nent )lason of the age." Dunckerley acted an importa,ut part in 
the transactions of English "Jiasonry from the mi<l<.lle to near the 
end of the eighteenth century. He bcl<l many offices, among 
others that of a Provincial Grand .Jiaster; and being a man of 
education am1 ability, thoroughly converf.inn t with scientific and 
philosophical studies, he cxercise<l much influence over the craft, 
modifying and improving the system of lectures which had been 
established by l\Iartin Clare. He was a natural son of George 
the Second, and so recognized by the royal family. Tie was 
born in 172-!, an<l died in 1795, aged 71 years. 

E. 
EAGLE, DOUBLE HEADED. The double headed eagle 

is tl1e e:1sign of the kingdom of Prussia, and as Frederick II. 
was the founder and chief of the 33d or ultimate degree of the 
Scotch or Ancient and Accepted rite, as it is now called, the 
double headed eagle has been a<lopted as the emblem or jewel of 
t.hat degree, to denote its Prussian origin. 

EAR OF CORN. This was, among all the ancients, an em 
l>lem of plenty. Ceres, who was universally worshipped as tht. 
goddess of abundance, and even called by the Greeks, Demeter, 

a manifest corruption of Gemeto·, or nwth.er earth, was synt Luli~ 
cully represented with u gnrland on her hca1l composed. uf ears of 
corn, a lighted torch in one hand, aud u dnslcr of poppies an<l 
ears of corn in the other. .And in the Hebrew, the most signifi
cant of all languages, the two words which Hignify an car of corn, 
are both derived froru roots which gi\ e the idea of abun
dance. For shiMolet!t, which is ap]Jlicable buth to an car nf 
corn and a flood of water, has its root iu slwL{(l, to increase or 

to flow abnndautly; and the oth<·r name uf corn, dugan, il-i Jc-



EAS 123 

riYed from the verb, dagah, signifying to multiply or w be in. 
creased. 

EAST. The East has always been considered peculiarly sacred. 
'fhis was, without exception, the case in all the ancient mysteries. 
In the Egyptian rites, especially, and those of Adonis, which were 
£tmong the earliest, and from which the others derived their ex
istence, the Sun was the object of adoration, and his revolutions 
through the various seasons were fictitiously represented. The 
spot, therefore, where this luminru:y made his appearance at the 
commencement of day, and where his worshippers were wont, 
anxiously, to look for the first darting of his prolific rays, was 
esteemed as the figurative birthplace of their god, and honoured 
with an appropriate degree of reverence. And even among those 
nations where Sun-worship gave place to more enlightened doc
trines, the respect for the place of Sun-rising continued to exist. 
Our Jewish brethren retained it, and handed it down to their 
Christian successors. The camp of J udah was placed 'by Moses 
in the East as a mark of distinction; the tabernacle in the wilder
ness was placed due East and West; and the practice was con
tinued in the erection of Christian churches. Henre, tor., the 
primitive Christians always ~urned towards the East in their 
public prayers, which custom St. Augustine accounts for, "be
cause the East is the ·most honourable part of the world, being 
the region of light whence the glorious sun arises."* And hence 
all masonic lodges, like their g~·eat prototype, the Temple of J e
rusalem, are built, or supposed to be built, due East and ''est, 
and as the North is esteemed a place of darkness, the East, on 
the contrary, is considered a place of light. t 

* St. August. de Serm. Dom. in Monte, c. 5. 
t In the primitive Christian Church, accorcling to St. Ambrose, in the cere 

monies accompanying the baptism of a catechumen, ~'he turned towards tl1c 
West, the image of darkness, to abjure the wo1·1d, and towards the East, the 
~utblem of light, to denote his alli:mco wilh .T esus Christ." Sco Chateau
'briand, 'Reauti-:s of C'/Lristiallity, !look l., cit. 6. 
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EAVESDROPPER. A listener. The name is deriYed from 
the punishment which according to Oliver, was directed, in the 
lectures, at the revival of masonry in 1717, to be inflicted on a 
detected cowan, and which was-" To be placed under the eaves 
of the house in rainy weather, till the water runs in at his should
r.rs and out at his heels." 

}~CLECTIC MASONRY. This was an order or rite established 
at Frankfort, in Germany, in the year 1783, by Baron de Knigge, 
for the purpose, if possible., of abolishing the "hautes grades," 
or philosophical degrees which had, at that period, increased to 
an excessive number. This "Eclectic masonry" acknowledged 
the three symbolic degrees only, as the true ritual, but permitted 
each lodge to select at its option any of the higher degrees, pro
vided they did not interfere with the uniformity of the first three. 
The founder of the rite hoped by this system of diffusion to 
weaken the importance and at length totally to destroy the exist· 
ence of these high degrees. But he failed in this expectation, 
and while these high degrees are still flourishing, the1·e arc not a 
dozen lodges of the Eclectic rite now in operation m Europe. 
Into this country it has never penetrated. 

ECOSSAIS. The fifth degree in the French rite. It is oc
cupied in the detail of those precautions made use of just before 
the completion of the Temple, for the preservation of important 
secrets, and is very similar in the character of its legend to the 
American degree of Select l\Iaster. See Scotch, .1Jlason. 

ECOSSAIS~I. By this word I mean those numerous Scotch 
degrees which finu their prototypes in the degree established by 
the Chevalier Ramsay, and which he called EcossJis, or Scotch 
~fason, because he asserted that the system came originally from 
Scotland. From the one primitive degree of Ramsay an lmudred 
others have sprung up, sometimes under tllC name of Ecossais, 
and sometimes under other titles, but still retaining one unifonc 



EGY 12::. 

eharacter,-that of detailing the mode in which th~ great secret 
wa~ preserved. This system of Ecossaism is to be found in all 
the rites. In the Fren<:h it bears the name of Ecossais; and .is 
described in the preceding article. In the ancient Scotch rite :t 
is divided into three degrees, and consists of the Grauel Master 
Architect, Knight of the Ninth Arch Elect, Perfect and Sublime 
:Mason. Even in the appendages to the York rite we find an 
Ecossais under the name of the Select l\'Iaster. 

Some idea of the extent to ~vhich these degrees have been 
multiplied, may be formed from the fact that Oliver has a list of 
eighty of them. Earon de Tschoudy enumerates twenty-seven 
of them, which he does not consider legitimate, leaving a far 
greater number to whose purity he does not obj~ct. 

EGYPTIAN MYSTERIES. Egypt was the cradle of all the 
mysteries of paganism. At one time in possession of all the 
learning and Teligion that was to be found in the world, it ex
tended into other nations the influence of its sacred Titez and its 
secret doct1·ines. The ·importance, therefore, of ·the Egyptian 
mysteries, will entitle them to a mm·e diffusive explanation than 
has been awarded to the examination of the other rites of spu
rious Freemasonry. 

The priesthood of Egypt constituted a sacred caste, in whom 
the sacerdotal functions were hereditary. They exercised also an 
im pmtant paTt in the government of the state, and the kings of 
Egypt were but the first subjects of its priests.* They had 
originally organized, and continued to control the ceremonieR of 
initiation. Their doctrines were of two kinds, exoteric or public, 
which were communicated to the multitude, and esote1·ic or 
secret, which were revealed only to a chosen few; and to obtain 
them, it was necessary to pass through an initiation. which, af< 
we shall see, was characterized by the severest trjals of courage 
and fortitude. 

· * In the Royal Arch degree, the King is an officer inferior , :> the High 
Priest. 

11* 
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The principal seat of the mysteri{ i was nt :Memphis, in the 

neighbourhood of the great Pyramid. They were of two kiuds, 

the greater and the less; the former being the mysteries of Osiris 
and Sera pis; the ]ntter those of Isis. The mysteries of Osiris 

were celebrated nt the autumnal equinox: those of Sernpis, at th e 

summer solstice; and those of Isis at the vernal equinox. 

The candidate was required to exhibit proo£'"5 of iL blamele::;s 

life. For some days previous to the commcncemen t of the cere

monies of initiation, he abstained from all unchaste acts, confined 

himself to an exceedingly light diet, from which animal food was 

rigorously excluded, and purified himself by repeated ablutions. 

Being thus ptepared, the candidute, conducted by a guide, pro
ceeded in the middle of the night, to the mouth of a low gallery, 

situated in one of the sides of the pyramid. HaYing crawled, for 

some distance, on his hands and knees, he at length came to the 

orifice of a wide and a1)parently unfathomable well, which the 

guide directed him to descend. Perhaps he hesitates and refuses 

to encounter the seemjng danger; if so, he, of course, renounces 

the enterprise, and is recouducted to the worlLl, never again to 

become a candi1bte for initiation; bnt jf be is animated by courage, 

he determines to descend; whereupon the conductor points him 

to an iron bdder, which makes the descent perfectly safe. At 
t.l10 sixtieth step, the canuidatc reached the cnlrance to a winding 

gallery through a. brazen duor, which opened noiselessly nnd almost 

spontanconi-!ly, but whi<:h !-hut b ·bind him with a heavy clang, 

tbat rc\·erberated through the hollow passages. In front of this 

door wns an iron grate, through the bars of which the aspirant 

beheld au extensive gallery, whose roof was supported on each 

s1de, by a long row of majestic columns, and enlightened by a 

multitude of brilliant lamps. The Yoices of the priests <md 

]>riestesses of Isis, chanting funeral hymns, were mingled with 
the sound of melodious instruments, whose melancholy tones 

could not fail to affect the aspirant with the mo:;t solemn feelings. 

His guitle now demanded of him, if he was still finn in his pur

pose nf pas~ing through the trials awl dang:crs that awaited him, 
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or whether, overcome by what Le had already experienced, he 
was desirous of returning to tl1e surface and abandoning the en· 
terprise. If he still persisted, they both entered a narrow gal
lery, on the walls of which were inscribed the following signifi
cant words: a The mortal who shall travel over this road, with
out hesitating or looking behind, shall be purified by fire, by wa
ter and by air, and if he can surmount the fear of death, he shall 
emerge from the bosom of the earth; he shall revisit the light, 
and claim the right of preparing his soul for the reception of the 
mysteries of the great goddess Isis." The conductor now aban
doned the aspirant to himself, warning him of the dangers that 
stu-rounded and awaited him, and exhorting him to continue, (if 
he expected success,) unshaken in his firmness. 

The solitary candidate now continues to traverse the gallery 
for some distance farther. On each side are placed in niches, 
colossal statues, in the attitude of mummies, awaiting the hour 
of resurrection . The lamp with which, at the commencement-of 
the ceremonies, he had been furnished, casts but a glimmering 
light around, scarcely sufficient to make "darkness visible." 
Spectres seem to menace him at every step, but on his n.aearer 
approach they vanish into airy nothingness. At length he 
reaches an iron door guarded by three men armed with swords, 
and disguised in masks resembling the heads of jackals. One 
of them addresses him as follows : " We are not here to impede 
your passage. Continue your journey, if the gods have given 
you the power and strength to do so. But rem em be1·, if you once 
pas!:l the threshold of that door, you must not dare to pause, or 
attempt to retrace your steps; if you do, you will find us here 
prepared to oppose your .retreat, and to prevent your return." 
Having passed through the door, the candidate has scarcely pro· 
ceeded fifty steps before he is dazzled by a brilliant light, whose 
intensity augments as he advances. He now finds himself in 
a spacious hall, filled with inflammable substances, in a state of 
combustion) whose flames pervade the whole apartment, and 
form a bower of fire on the roof abo,-e. Tlnough this it is 11e-
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tlessary that he should pass with the 5reatest speed, to ·tv,,iJ the 
effects of the flames. To this peril succeeds another. On tho 
other side of this fiery furnace, the floor of the hall is gar11ish~d 
with a huge net-work of red hot iron bars, the narrow interstir<'s 
of which afford the a~pirant th~ only chances of a secure footing. 
£Ia\'iug surmounted this difficulty by the greatest address, another 
ancl unexpected obstacle opposes his farther progress. A wide 
und rapid canal, fed from the waters of the Nile, cro8ses the pas
S:lge he is treading. Over this stream he has to swim. Divest
ing himself, therefore, of his garments, he fastens them in a 
bundle upon the top of his head, and holding his lamp, which 
now affords him all the light. that he possesses, high abo\e the 
WHtcr, he plunges in nnd boldly swims across. 

On arriving at the opposite side, he finds a narro\v landing 
place, bounded by two high walls of brass, into each of which is 
inserted an immense wheel of the same metal, and terminated by 
an irory door. This, of course, the aspirant attempts to open
but hi" efforts are in vain. The door is unyielding. At length 
he es.pies two large rings, of which he immediately takes hold, in 
the expectation that they will afford him the means of effecting 
an entrance. But what are his surp1·isc anu terror, when he be
holds the brazen wheels re\-olve upon their axles with a formid
able rapidity and stunning noise; the platform sinks from under 
him, and he remains suspended by the rings, over a fathomless 
abyss, from which issues a chilling blast of wind; his lamp is 
extinguished, and he is left in profound durkncsB. For more 
than a minute he remains in this unenviable position, deafencu 
by the noise of the revolving wheels, chilletl by the colJ current 
of air, and dreading least his strength shall fail him, wheu he 
must ineyitably be precipitated into the yawning gulf below. 
But by degrees the noise ceases, the platform resumes its former 
position, and the aspirant is restored to safety. The ivory donr 
now spontaneously opens, and he finds himRelf in a briUiantly 
iUuminatcd apartment, in the midst of the priests of I:-~is, clothed 
\o the mystic insignia of their otlice:--, who wclrome him, aml con-
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gratulate him on rus escape from the dangers which have menaced 
him. In this apartment he beholds the various symbols of the 
Egyptian mysteries, the occult signification of which is by degree:.: 
explained to him. 

But the ceremonies of initiation do not cease here. The can
didate is subjected to a series of fastings, which gradually increase 
in severity for nine times nine days. During this period a rigorous 
silence is imposed upon him, which, if he preserYe it inviolable, 
is at length rewarded by his receiving a full revelation of the 
esoteric knowledge of the rites. This instruction took place du
ring what was called the twelve days of manifestation. He was 
conducted before the triple statue of O.:;iris, Isis, and Horus, where, 
bending the knee, he was clothed with the sacred garments, and 
crowned with a wreath of palm; a torch was placed in his hand 
and he was made to pronounce the following solemn obligation : 
"I swear ne-ver to reveal, to any of the uninitiated, the things 

' that I shall see in this sanctuary, nor any of the knowledge that 
shall be communicated to me. I call as witnesses to my promise, 
the gods of heaven, of earth and hell, and I invoke their vengeance 
on my head, if I should ever wilfully violate my oath." 

~aving undergone this formality, the neophyte was introduced 
into the most secret part of the sacred edifice, where a priest in
structed him in the application of their symbols to the doctrines 
of the mysteries. He was then publicly announced, amid the 
rf!joicings of the multitude, as an initiated, and thus terminated 
the ceremonies of initiation into the mysteries of Isis, which were 
the first degree of the Egyptian rites. 

The mysteries of Se'rapis constituted the 8econd degree. Of 
these rites we know but little. Apuleius* alone, in his "~leta

morphoses," has written of them, and what he has said is unim
portant. He only tells us that they were celebrated at the summer 

* It is indeed singular, that H erodotus, who treats ciremm:tantially of the 
gr.ds of the Egyptians a.nd their religion, sl10nltl make no mention :>f S~rnpii 
or Lis rites. 
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~olstice, aud at night; thai the candidate was prepared by the 

usual fa stings and purifications; and that no one was permiHcd 
to paTtakc of them, unless he had previously been initiated into 

the mystcrieB of Isi:s. 

'l'Le m!p;teries of Ost"ris fonned the third degree or summit of 

the .Egyptian initiation. In these, the legend of the murdrr of 

Osili::-, by his brother Typhon7 wa~ represented, and the goc.l was 
personated by the candidate. O;:;iris, accorcling to the tr.ulitiou, 

was a. w1se king of Eg,rpt, who having achieved the reform of his 

subjeds at home, resolved to spread the blessing'S of civilization 

in the other pmis of the earth. This he accomplished, but on 

his return he found his kingdom, which be had left in the care 

of his wife Isis, distracted by the seditions of his brother Typhon. 
Osiris attempted, by mild remonstrances, to oonvince his brother 

of the impropriety of his conduct, but he fell a sacrifice in the 

attempt. For Typhon murdered him in a secret apartment, and 

cutting up the body, enclosed the pieces in a chest, which he 

committed to the waters of the Nile. Isis, searching for the 

hotly, found it, a.nd entrusted it to the care of t.he priests, estab

lishing at the same time the mysteries in commemoration of the 

foul deed. One piece of the body, however, she could not find, 

t.he 1nem~·rwn ·virile. For this she substituted a factitious rcprc

sent.ation, which she consecrated, and which, under the name of 

phallus, is to b~ found a1:1 the emblem of fecundity in all the an

cient mysteries. 

This legend was purely astronomical. Osiris was the sun, Isis 

the moon. Typhon was the symbol of winter, which destroys 

the fecunde1ti:ng and fertilizing pO\vers of the sun, thus, as it 
were, depriving him of life. This was the catastrophe celebp1ted 

in the mysteries, and the aspirant was made to pass fictitiously 
through the sutferingos and the death of Osiris. 

The secret doctrines of the Egyptian rites related to the go(h, 

the creation and government of the world, and the n'turc and 

~ondition of the human souL In their initiations, says Oliver, 

they informed the candidate that the mysteries were received 
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frnm Adam, Seth, and Enoch, and they called the perfectl}' ini. 
tiated candidate .Al-om-.fah, from the name of the Deity. Secrecy 
was principally inculcated, and all their les~ons were taught bJ 
symbols. .Many of these have been preserved. 1\'ith them, a 

poh1t within a c'l'rcle, was the symbol of the Deity surrounded 
by eternity; the globe was a symbol of the supreme and eternal 
(;od; a serpent with the tail in his mouth, was ern blamatic of 
etel'nity; a child sitting on the lotos was a symbol of the sun,; a 
p:.dm tree, of victory; a st.a~ of authority; an ant, of knowledge; 
:1 goat, of fecundity; a wolf, of aversion; the right hand with the 
fingers open, of plenty; and the left hand closed, of protection.* 

ELECT, PERFECT AND SUBLil\lE :LUASON. One who 
is in posse~sion of the 14th degree of the ancient Scotch rite. 
See Pe1fect1"on. 

ELECT OF PERIGNAN. A French degree illustrative of 
the punishment inflicted upon certain criminals whose exploits 
constitute a portion of the legend of symbolic masonry. The 
counterpart of this degree is to be found in the Elected Knights 
of nine, and Illustrious Elected of Fifteen in the ancient Scotch 
rite. 

ELECTED KNIGHTS OF FIFTEEN. See lllust'riO'lts 
Elected of Fifteen. 

ELECTED KNIGHTS OF NINE. lilaitre elu. a~s neufi. 
The ninth degree in the ancient Scotch rite. There are but two 
officers: the l\Iost Powerful, who represents Solomon, and one 
"'rarden in the \Vest, representing Stolkin. The meetings are 
called Chapters. In this degree is detailed the mode in wltie:h 
ceTtain ****** ******, who just before the completion of the 

~ See, for the facts 1 ecorded in this article, A puleius, l\fetnmorpb.; Chn·el, 
llistoire de la Franc-l\Jn«;onrie; Oli>er, Signs a.ud Symbols; Pluche, Histoir" 
dn Cicl, etc. 
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Tctll ple, bud been eugaged in an exe._rable dcl.:!d of villan y, 1 e

ceiv<~d tltcir punishment. It exemplifies the truth of the maxim, 
that the punishment of criwe, though sometimes slow, is ever 
sure; and it admonishes us, by the historical circumstances on 
which it is founded, of the binding nature of our masonic obli · 
gations. The symbolic colours are red, white, and black. 'l'he 
white is emblematic of the .Purity of the knights; the red, 
of the crime which was committed; and the black, of grief: 
This degr~e, under the title of" ELu," constitutes the 4th de
gree in the French rite. 

EIJECTION. It is an ancient regulation that no candidate 
can be elected a member of our order, until strict enquiry shall 
have been made into his moral ·character. For this purpose, all 
letters of application, unless a dispensation is granted, must lie 
over at least one mo11th, duriug which time they are entrusted to 
a committee of investigation, \Yhose tmfavourable report is equi
valent to a rejection by the Ic,dgc, aud prcc:ludPs the necessity of 
a ballot. If .it be favourable, the ballot is then entered into. 
The reason why an unfavourable report of the committee is equi
valent to a, rejection, is, that as it takes two at least of the com
mittee to make the report unfavourable, it is to be supposed that 
these two would of course black-ball the candidate. Aml as two 
black balls constitute a peremptory rejection, they may be con
sidered as already given by the report. For the further regula
tion of the election, see the word Ballot. 

The election of the officers of a lodge, must always take pb.~e 
before St. John the E\'angelist's day, which is with us the colll
mencemeut of the masonic year. Should it from any circum
stances be postponed, it cannot afterward be entered into, except 
by dispensation froru tbe Grand :\laster. Nominations of cnmli 
dates are uot permitted by the u~a~cs of mnsnnry, but a short 
time previous to the elect1on, the brethren should be called off to 
refreshment, for the })Urpose of interchanging their opinions. 
They are then called on, and each brother deposits in the ballot-
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box the name of him whom he deems best qualified or most wor
thy; and tl1e votes being counted, the · one who has received a 
majority of the votes is declared elected. 

ELEPHA ..... ~TA. The cavern of Elephanta in Hindostan iE 
the most ancient temple in the world. It was the principal place 
for the celebration of the mysteries of India. 

ELEUSINIAN l\IYSTERIES. These were among th~ most 
imp9rtant of the ancient rites, and were hence often called em
phatically "the mysteries." Cicero speaks of them as "the sacred 
and august rites of Eleusis, where men come from the remotest 
regions to be initiated."* They were originally celebrated only at 
Eleusis, a tmvn of Attica in Greece, but they were extended to 
Italy, and even to Britain. In these mysteries was commemo
rated the search of Ceres after her daughter Proserpine, who had 
been ravished by Plato, and carried to the infernal regions. The 
chief dispenser of the mysteries was called the Hierophant, or 
revealer of sacred things; to him were joined three assistants, 
the Daduchus or torch-bearer, the Ceryx or herald, and the Ho 
epi bomo or altar-server. The mysteries were of two kinds, the 
greater and lesser. The latter were merely preparatory, and con
sisted of a nine days lustration and purification succeeded by 
sacrifices. A year after, those persons, who had passe-d through 
the lesser were admitted into the greater, where a full revelation 
was made of t.he secret doctrine. This, according to the opinion 
of the learned Warburton, principally consisted in a declaration 
of the unity of God, an opinion not wit.h safety to be publicly pro
mulgated, amid the errors and superstitionsofancientpolytheism. t 

* Eleusina saucta ilia et augusta; ubi initiantur gente-s orarum ultimm.·
N(If. D eor. Ub. i. 

t The learned Faber behaves there was an intimate conuexion existing be
f,ween the Arl.:ite worship and the orgies of Ehmsis, a conncxion which he 
traces through all the ancient mystcries.-Faber'a (Jab ri and Origi~l of Pa. 

ga '' Idolatry. 
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For, as Plato observes, in his Timreus, "it is difficult to disco'"er 
the author and father of the Universe, a:-1d when discovered, im
possible to reveal him to all mankind." 

The herald opened the ceremonies of initi.:'ltion into the greater 
mysteries by the proclamation, €.w~, exa~, eO"Te f3~f3"1J.o,, "Retire, 
0 ! ye profane." Thus were the sacred precincts tiled. The 
aspirant was presented naked. He was clothed with the skin of 
a calf. An oath of secrecy was administered, and he was then 
asked, "Have you eaten bread?" The reply to which was," No, 
I have drunk the sacred mixture, I have been fed from the bas
ket of Ceres; I have laboured, I have been placed in the calathius, 
and in the cyst us." These replies proved that the candidate was 
duly and truly prepared, and that he had maue suitable profi
ciency by a previous initiation in the lesser mysteries. The calf
skin was then taken from him, and he was invested wtth the 
sacred tunic, which he was to wear until it fell to pieces. He 
was now left in utter darkness, to await in the -vestibule the time 
'vhen the doors of the sanctuary should be opened to him. Ter
rif\c noises, resembling the roar of thunder, and the bellowing of 
mighty winds were heard; mimic lightning flashed, and spectre~ 
of horrible forms appeared. During this period, wtlich, if the 
conjecture is correct, must have been the funereal* part of the 
rites, it is supposed tha.t the tragic end of Bacchus, the so11 of 
Semele, who w~s murdered by the Titans, was celebrated. The 
doors of the inner temple were at length thrown open, and the 
candidate beheld the statue of the goddess Ceres, surrounded by 
a dazzling light.. The candidate, who had heretofore been called 
a mystes or novice, was now termed epoptes, an inspector or eye· 
witness, and the secret doctrine was revealed. The assembly was 
then closed with the Sanscrit words, tc l.·onx om pax," another 
proof, if another were wanting, of the Eastern origin of the Gre
cian mystcries.t 

* "The mysteries of antiquity were all funereal."-Olivu, Hiat. of l•l!!ia
tiou, p. 31..1:. 

t The words Oaudacha Om Pacllsa, of which konx om pax are a Grecian 
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The qualifications for initiation were maturity of age, and 
purity of conduct. A character, free from suspit:wn of immoral
Ity, was absolutely required in the aspirant. Nero, on this ac~ 
count, did not dare, when in Greece, to offer himself as a candi· 
date for initiation. The privilege was at first confined tD nat.ives 
of Greece, but it was afterwards extended to foreigners. Signi
ficant symbols were used as means of instruction, and words of 
recognition were communicated to the initiated. In these regu
lations, as well as in the gradual advancement of the candidate 
from one degree to another, that resemblance to our own institu
tion is readily perceived, which has giYen to these, as well as to 
the other ancient mysteries, the appropriate name of Spurious 
Freemasonry. The following passage of an ancient author, pre
served by Stobreus, and quoted by 'Yarburton in the 2d Book of 
his Divine Legation, is too interesting to Freemasons to be 
omitted: 

" The mind is affected and agitated in death just as it is in 
initiation into the grand mysteries; and word answers to word, 
as well as thing to thing j for -rdeurii'l is to die; and -r;J..;Ia8a,, 

to be imtiated. The first stage is nothing, but errors and uncer
tainties; laborious wanderings; a rude and fearful march through 
night and darkness. And now arrived on the verge of death 
and initiation, every thing wears a dreadful aspect; it is all hor
ror, trembling, sweating, and affrightment. But this scene once 
over, a miraculous and divine light displays itself, and shining 
plains, and flowery meadows, open on all hands before them. 
Here they are entertained with hymns and dances; with the sub
lime doctrines of faithful knowledge, and with re,Terend and holy 

corruption, are still used, uecording to Capt. Wilford, at the religious meetingd 
and ceremenies of the Brahmins. He gh·es the definition of the E-xpression as 
follows: "Ocmdschfl signifies the object of our most ardent wishes. Om is the 
famous monosyllable usecl both at the beginning and conclusion of a prayer or 
&eligious rite like, Amen. PC&cslw exactly answers to the obsolete Latin word 
vix; it signifies change, course, itead, plaQt,J, turn of W<'rk, duty, fortune, &c.'' 
.\.sia.t~c Researches, vol. v. p. 300. 
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visions. And now become perfect and initiated, they arc FREE, 

and no longer under restraint j but crowned and triumphant, 
they walk up and dolrn the regions of the blessed; converse 
witl. pure and holy men, and celebrate the sacred mysteries a.t 
pleasure." 

ELU. This, which may be translated "Elected l\Iason," is 
the fourth degree of the French rite. It is occupied in the de
tails of the detection and punishment of certain traitors who, 
just before the completion of the Temple, were guilty of a henious 
crt rue. 

ELUS. All the degrees, whose object is that detailed in the 
preceding ~rticle, are called " Elus," or u the degrees of the 
E1ected." They arc so numerous as to form, like Ecos~aism, a 
partioular system, which is to be found pervadiug every rite. In 
the York rite, the Elu is incorporated in the }laster's degree; in 
the French, it occupies a _distinct degree; in the ancient Scotch 
rite, it consists of three dogrees, Elected Knights of Nine, Illus
trious Elect of Fifteen, and Sublime Knights Elected. Ragon 
reckons the five preceding degrees among the Elus, but without 
reason, as they belong rat her to the order of }lasters, and are so 
classed by the chiefs of the Scotch rite. 

Those higher Elus, in which the object of the election is 
:~hanged and connected with Templar 1\Iasonry, are more pro
perly called "Kado::;hes." 

E~IBLE':\I. An occult representation of something unknown 
or concealed, by a sign that is known. In all the ancient 
mysteries, and in the philosophic school of Pythagore1s, the mode 
of instruction adopted was by emblems. The same system is 
;mrsued in Freemasonry. The explanation of such of these 
'3lli blems as it is lawful to divulge, will be found under the proper 
heads in this work. See, also, S!lmuol. 

12 
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EMPERORS OF THE EAST AND WEST. In 1758 then~ 
was csta blished in Paris a body called the ''Council of Emperors 
of the East and West." The members assumed the titles of 
"Sovereign Prince .Masons, Substitutes General of the Royal Art, 
Grand Superintendants and officers of t,he Grand and Sovereigu 
Lodge of St John of Jerusalem." Their ritual consisted of 
twent.y-five degrees, as follows: 1 to 19, _ the same as the Scotch 
Rite (which see.) 20, Grand Patriarch Noachite. 21, Key of 
l\Iasonry. 2~, Prince of Lebanon. 23, Knight of the Sun. 
24, Kadosh. 25, Prince of the Royal Secret. In the same 
year the degrees were established in the city of Berlin, and 
adopted by the Grand Lodge of the Three Globes. Frederick II. 
King of Prussia, is said to have subsequently merged this body 
in the Ancient and Accepted Rite of which be was. the bead, 
adding eight degl"ees to the twenty-five they already possessed, so 
as to make the whole number thil'ty-tbree. 

It is howe\Ter a mistake to suppose, as has been asserted by 
Thory* and Ragout that the Council of EmpeTors of t.he East 
and \Y est was the origin of the Ancient and Accepted Rite. The 
former had originally adopted twenty·five of the degrees of the 
latter rite, but were subsequently reformed and reorganized by 
Frederick. Such at least is the t.heory now entertained by the 
possessors of the Ancient and Accepted Rite. 

ENCA:JIPJ)IENT. All regular assemblies of Knights Tcm
plars were forwerly called Encutnpments. They are now called 
Comrnanderies, and mustconsistofthefollowingoffi.cers: Eminent 
Commander, Generalissimo, Captain General, Prelate, Senior 
\Yarden, Junior \Varden, Treasurer. Recorder, \Yarder, Stand
ard Bearer, Sword Bearer~ and Sentinel. These Commanderics 
deriYe their \Yan·ants of Constitution from a Grand Commaud
ery, or if there is no such body in the State in which they are 

;:c Acta Latomorum. 
t Orthodoxie Ma~onuique. 

12 i(· 
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organized, from the Grand Encampment of the United States. 
They confee the degrees of Knight of the Red Cross, Knight 
Templar, and Knight of )!alta. 

In a Cou1111amlery of Knights Teruplars, the throne is situated 
in the East. .Above it are suspended three banners: the centre 
one bearing a cross, surmounted by a glory; the left one haYing 
inscribed on it the emblems of_ the order: and the right one, a 
paschal lamb. The Eminent Commander is seated on the throne; 
the Generalissimo, Prelate, and the Past Commanders on his 
right; the C~ptain General on his left; the Treasurer and 
Recorder, as in a symbo1ic lodge; the Senior ""'\rarden a.t the 
south-\vest angle of t;he triangle, and upon the rlght of the first 
di,Tision; the Junior \Varden at the north-west angle of the tTi
angle, and on the left of the third division; the Standard Bearer 
in the West, between the Sword llearer on his right, and the 
Warder on his left; and in front of him is a stall for the initiate. 
The Knights are arranged in equal numbers on each side, and in 
front of the throne.* 

EXC.Al\IP)JENT, GRA~D. This body is now styled a Grand 
Commanclery. ""'\Vhen three or more Commanderies are instituted 
in a State, they may unite and form a Grand Commandery, under 
the regulations prescribed by the Grand Encampment of the 
United States. They have the superintendence of all Councils 
of Knights of the Red Cross and Commauderics of Knights Tem
pla.rs that are holden in their respective jurisdictions. 

A Grand Commandery meets at least annually, and its officers 
consist of a Grand Commander, Deputy Grand Commander, Grund 
Generalissimo, Grand Captain General, Grand Prelate, Grand 
Senior and Junior \Varden, Grand Treasut·er, Grand llecorder, 
Grand Standard nearer, and Grand Sword Bearer. 

E~CAJlP~JgXT, GH.A~D. The present Grand Encamp-

Cross, Templars' Chart, p. 41. 
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ment of the U uited States was instituted on the 22d day of June, 
1816. It consists of a Grand )laster, Deputy Grand ~laster, 

and other Grand officers, similar to those of a Grand Commandery, 
with the representatives of the various Grand Commanderies, and 
of the subordinate Commanderies under its immediate jurisdic
tion. The Grand Encampment meets triennially. 

ENOCH. Of Enoch, thr father of l\Iethuselah, the following 
tradition is interesting. When the increasing wickedness of 
mankind had caused God to threaten the world with univer:;;al 
destruction, Enoch became afraid that the knowledge of the arts 
and sdences would perish with the human race. To avoid this 
catastrophe, and to preserve the principles of the sciences for the 
posterity of those whom God should be pleased to spare, he erected 
two great pillars on the top of the highest mountain, the one of 
brass to withstand water, and the other of marble to withstand 
fire, for he was ignorant whether the destruction would be by a 
general deluge or a conflagration. On the mm·ble pillar he en· 
graved an historical direction in respect to a subterranean temple 
which he had built. by the inspiration of the l\Iost High, and on 
the pillar of brass he in~cribed the principles of the liberal arts, 
and especialiy of masonry. In the flood which subsequently took 
place, the marble pillar was, of course, swept away, but by divine 
permission, the pillar of brass withstood the w:1tcr, by which 
means the ancient state of the arts, and particularly of masonry, 
has been handed down to us. This tradition has been adopted 
into the Lodge of Perfection, (Scottish rite,) and f01:ms a part of 
the degree of the Ancient Arch of Solomon, or Knights of the 
Ninth Arch. 

According to the Greeks, Enoch was the same as Ile:rmes 
Trismegistus. He taught, say they, the art of building cities, 
disco\f'red the knowledge of the Zodiac, and the course of the 
p1·mets, made excellent laws, and appointed festiYah for sacrificing 
to the Sun, and instructed them in the worship of the true God. 
Ilt', too, was the inventor of books, ~nd the art of writing. 
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"According to our traditions, Enoch was a \ery eminent Free
mason, and the consPTVator of the true name of God, which was 
subsequently lost even among his favorite people the Jews." 

ENTERED. \V e say of a candidate, who has received the 
first degree of masonry, that he has entered our society; whence 
the degree is called that of" Entered Apprentice." 

ENTEHED APPRENTICE. Apprenti. See Apprentice. 

EPHOD. A garment worn by the high priest OYer the tunic 
and outer garment. It was without sleeves, and divided below 
the arm pits into two parts or halves, one falling bcfol'e and the 
other behind, and both reaching to the middle of the thighs. 
They were joined above on the shoulJers by buckles and two 
large precious stones, on which were insc-ribed the names of the 
twelYe tribe;;;, six on each. The Ephod was a distinctiYe murk 
of the priesthood. It was of two kinds, one of plain linen for 
the priests, and another, richer, and embroidered for the High 
Priest, which was composed of blue, purple, crimson, and fine linen. 

"RPOPT. This was the name given to one who had pai:\scd 
through the great mysteries, :md been permitted to behoh} whilt 

was concealed from the mystes, who had only Peen initiated into 
the lesser. It signifies an eye-witness, aucl is deriveJ from tue 
Greek e;ro1.r~uw, to lool: iuto, to b('huld. Th~ epopts rep'-'ated 
the oath of secrecy wh 1ch had been administered to th( m on their 
initiation into the lesser mysteries, and were then cnuductcc.l intc 
t.he lighted interior of the sanctuary and permitted to behold 
what the Greeks emphatically termed'' the sigl1t," aurm/ {a. The 
epopt.s alone were admitted to the sanctuary, for the my:.-,tre were 
confined to the vestibule of the temple. The epopts were, in 
fact, the 1\Inster Masons of the Mysteries, while the mystro were 
the Apprentices and J?cllow Crafts. 
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ESOTERIC AND EXOTERIC :\IASONRY.* From two 
Greek words signifying interior and exterior. The ancient phi
losophers, in the establishment of their respective sects, divided 
their schools into two kinds, exoteric and esoteric. In the exoteric 
school, instruction was given in public places; the elements of 
science, physical and moral, were unfolded, and those principles 
which ordinary intelligence could grasp, and against which the 
prejudices of ordinary minds would not revolt, were inculcated 
in places accessible to all whom curiosity or a love of wisdom 
congregated. But the more abstruse tenets of their philosophy 
were reserved for a chosen few, who, united in an esoteric school, 
received, in the secret recesses of the master's dwelling, lessons 
too strange to be acknowledged, too pure to be appreciated, by 
the vulgar crowd, who, in the morning, had assembled at the 
public lecture. 

Thus, in some measure, is it with masonry. Its system, taken 
as a whole, is, it is true, strictly esoteric in its construction. Its 
disciples are taught a knowledge which is forbidden to the pro
fane, and it is only in the adytum of the lodge that these lessons 
are bestowed; and yet, viewed in itself and unconnected with the 
world without., masonry contains wit.hiu its bosoru u.>D ex( teric and 
esoteric school, as palpably divided as were those of tl.e ancient 
~ects, with this simple difference, that the admission or the exclu
sion was in the latter case involuntary, and dependent solely on the 
will of the instructor, while in the former it is voluntary, and 
dependent only on the will and the wishes of the disciple. In 
the sense in which I wish to convey the terms, every i\Iason, on 
his initiation, is exoteric-he beholds befOTe him a beautiful 
fabric, the exterior of which, alone, he has examined, and with 
this examination he may, possibly, remain satisfied-many, alas 1 
too many, are. If so, he will re~ain ·an Exoteric 1\Iason. But · 
there are others, whose curiosity is not so easily gratified-they 

*See a Funeral Address delivered by the author in the year 1M3, an~ 
published in l\Iooro's Freemason's ~lag. VoL iii. No. 7. 
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desire a further and more intimate knowledge of the structure 
than has been presented to their view-they enter and examiue 
its internal form-they traverse its intricate passages, they ex
plore its hidden recesses, and admire and contemplate its magni
ficent apartments-their knowledge of tl1e edifice is thus en
larged, and with more extensive, they have purer views of the 
principles of its construction, than hay·e fallen to the lot of their 
less enquiring brethren. These men become Esoteric :l\Iasons. 
The hidden things of the order are, to them, familiar us house
hold words,-they constitute the 1\Iasters in Israel, who are to 
guide and instruct the less informed-and to diffuse light over 
paths which, to all others, are obscure and dark. 

There is between these studious :Masons, and their slothful, 
unenquil·ing brethren, the same difference in the views they take 
of masonry, as there is between an artist and a peasant in their 
respective estimation of an old painting-it may be of a Raphael 
or a Reubens. The peasant gazes with stupid wonder or with 
cold indifference, on the canvass redolent with life, without the 
excitation of a single emotion in his barren soul. Its colours 
mellowed to a rich s-oftness, by the hand of time, are to him less 
pleasing than the gaudy tints which glare upon the sign of his 
village inn; and its subject, borrowed from the deep lore of his
tory, or the bold imaginings of poesy, artl less intelligible to him! 
than the daubed print which hangs conspicuously at his CJttage 
fireside. And he is amazed to see this paltry piece of canvass 
bought with the treasures of wealth, and guarded with a care 
that the brightest jewel would demand in vain. 

But to the eye of the artist, how different the impression con
'teyed! To him, eYery thing beams with light, and life, and 
beauty. To him, it is the voice of nature, speaking in the lan
guage of art. Prometheus-like, he sees the warm blood gushing 
through the blue veins, anu the eye beaming with a fancied ani
mntion-the correctness of its outli.ues-the boldness of its fore
shortenings, where the limbs appear ready to burst from the can
vass,-the delicacy of its shadows, and the fine arrangement of 
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its lights, are all before him, subjects of admiration, on which he 
could forever gaze, and examples of instruction which he would 
fain imitate. 

And whence arises this difference of impression, produced by 
the same object on two different indi~iduals? It is not from 
genius alone, for that, unaided, brings no light to the mind, 
though it prepares it for its reception. It is cultivation which 
enlarges the intellect, and fits it as a matrix for the birth of tho~e 
truths which find in the bosom of ignorance no abiding place. 

And thus it is with masonry. As we cultivate it as a science 
its object-s become extended-as our knowledge of it increases, 
new lights burst forth from its inmost recess, which to the inqui
sitive l\Iason, burn with bright effulgence; but to the inattentive 
and unsearching, are but as dim and fitful glimmerings, only 
rendering "dukncss vi1:iible.'' · 

Let every :l\Iason ask himself, if he be of the esoteric or the 
exoteTic school of masonry. Has he studied its hidden beauties 
and excellencies? Has he explored its history, and traced 011t 
the origin and the erudite meaning of its symbols? Or has he 
supinely rested content with the knowledge he received at the 
pedestal, nor sought to pass beyond the porch of the Temple? 
If so, he is not prepared to find in our royal art those lessons 
'Vhich ado1·n the path of life, and cheer the bed of death; and, 
fur all purposes, except those of social meeting, and friendly re. 
cognition, masonry is to him a sealed book. 

But, if he has ever felt a desire to seek and cultivate the in. 
ternal philosophy of masonry, let him advance in those rarely 
trodden paths; the labour of such a pursuit is itself refresh
ment, and the reward great. Fresh flowers ·bloom at every step; 
and the prospect on every side is so filled with beauty and en
chantment, that, ravished at the sight, he will rush on with en
thusiasm from fact to fact, and from truth to truth, until the 
whole science of masonry lies before him invested with a new 
form and sublimity. 
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ESQUIRE. A grade or rank in the degree of Knights Tem
p Iars, according to the English organization. See Km.!Jht Tem

t>lar. 

ESSEXES. A sect among the Jews, supposed by masonic 
writers to ha¥e been the descendants of the Freemasons of the 
Temple, and through whom the order was propagated to modern 
times. See the article "Ant£quity of .J.Vasonry," in this work. 
The real origin of the Essencs has been a subject of much dis
pute among p1·ofane wri~e1·s j but there is certuinly a remarkable 

coincidence in many of their doctrines and ceremonies with those 
professed by the Fl"eemasons. They were di,·ided into two classes, 
speculati'ves and operatives j the forme1· devoting thetm~elves to a 
life of contemplation, and the latter daily cn.gaging in the prac
tice of some handicraft. The proceeds of their labour were, 

however, deposited in one general stock; for they religiou~ly ob
served a community of goods. 'fhey secluded tbemseh·cs from 
the rest of the world, a11d were completely esoteric in their doc
trines1 which were also of a symbolic character. They admitttd 
no \Vomcn into their order j abolished all distinctions of rank, 
"meeting on the level," and giving the precedence only to 
virtue. Charity was bestowed on their indigrnt brethren, and, 

as a means of recognition, they adopted signs and other mode~ 
similar to those of the Freemasons. Their orJer was divided 
into three degrees. 'Vhen a candidate applied for admission, h ie 
character was scrutinized with the greatest scyerity. He was 

then presented with a girdle, a hatchet, and a white garment. 
Being thus admitted to the first degree, he remained in a state 
of probation fbr one year; during which time, although be lin:d 

accordmg their customs, he was not admittcJ to their m<'cti np::::. 
At the termination of t.hi.s period, if foullJ worthy, he was ad
\'"anccd to the second degree, and was macJe a partaker of the 
waters of purification. But he was not yet pcnnittPcl to liYc 
among them, but after enduring another probatio11 of two years 
duration, he was at length admitted to the third degr~e, awl 
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united in full fellowship with them. On this occasion, he took a 
solemn oath, the principal heads of which, according to Josephus,* 
were as follows: To exercise piety toward God, and justice toward 
men; to hate the wicked and assist the good; to show fidelity to 
all men, obedience to those in authority, and kindness to those 
below him; to be a lover of truth, and a reprovet· of falsehood; 
to keep his hands clear from theft, and his soul from unlawful 
gains; to conceal nothing from his own sect, nor to discover any 
of their doctrines to others; to communicate their doctrines, in 
no otherwise than he had received them, himself; and lastly to 
prcEerve the books belonging to the sect, and the names of tl1e 
angels in which he shall be instructed. Philo, of Alexandria, whu, 
in two books written expressly on the subject of the Essenses, 
has gi-ven a copious account of their doctrines and manners, says, 
that when they were listening to the secret instructions. of their 
chiefs, they stood with "the right ha.nd on the breast a little be
low the chin, and the left hand placed along the side." A simi
lar position is attributed by ~Iacrobius to Venus, when deploring 
the death of Adonis, in those rites which were celebrated at Tyre, 
the birth-place of Hiram the Builder. 

EUNUCH. No eunuch can be initia ed as a :tuason The 
tuntempt in which these unfortunate beings are held by the rest 
of their fellow-creatures, uufits them for the close union of bro
therly love which masonry inculcates; and the vicious ancl ma
lignant disposition, which all experience teaches us is the cha
racteristic of this isolated race, derhed doubtless from ~heir feel
ing of isolation, debars them from entrance into a society whose 
foundation is laid in religion and morality. The prohibition de·· 
riYes support, also, from the authority of Scripture. 13y the 
,Jewish law, (Deut. xxiii. 1,) eunuchs -are forbidden "to enter 
iuto the congregation of the Lord." 

* .Tof:epb. Bell. Jncl. IT. viii. 
13 
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EXALT ED. A candidate is said to be exalteu, w1teu l1e re* 
ceives the degree of Holy Royal Arch, the seventh in ¥ ork uw.
sonry. ~Jxalted menus elevu.ted or ltfie(l 1.tp, aml ]s applicable 
botJ1 to a peculiar ceremony of the degree, and to the fact that 
this degree, in the rite in which it is practised, constitutes tho 

summit of ancient masonry. 

EX.A:\11:\fATION. The due examination of strangers who 
daim the rigbt of vi8it, should be entrusted only to the most 
skilful and prudent brethren of the lodge. And the examiuing 
committee should never forget, that no man applying for admis
sion is to be considered as a .Mason, however strong may be his 
reconnncndations, until by undeniable evidence he has proved 
himself to be such . 

. A 11 the necessary forms and antecedent cautions should he 
observed. Enquiries should be made as to the time and place 
of initiation, as a preliminary step, the 'riler's 0 B, of course, 
never being omitted. Then rcmem ber the good old rule of 
"commeneing at the bc-ginning." Let every thing proceed in 
regular course, not Yarying in the slightest degree from the order 
in which it is to be supposed that the information sought was 
originally received. \Yhatevcr be the suspicions of imposture, 
let no expression of those suspicions be made until the final de
cree for rejection is uttel'ed. And let that decree be uttered in 
O'eneral terms such as "I am not satisfied " or " I do not re-o ' .. ' } 
cognize you," and not in more sp(•cific language, such as "You 
did not answer this enquiry," or ''You are ignorant on that 
point." 'fhe candidate for examination is only entith::d to know 
that he has not complied generally with the rcrJuisitions of his 
examiner. To descend to particalars is always improper and 
and often dangerous. Above all, never al'k wltat the lawyers 
call ''leading questions," which iuclude in thcn1schcs the an
swers, nor in any manner aid the memory or prompt the fur~ct

fulncf's of the party examined, by the slightest hiuts. If he has 
it iu him it will come out. without as~ir;;tanc<', ::11 1 if he h •• s it uut, 
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he is clearly entitled to no ajd, The :Mason who is so unmindful 
of his obligations as to have forgotten the instructions he has re
ceived, must pay the penalty of his carelessness, and be deprived 
of his contemplated visit to that society, whose secret modes of 
recognition he has so little valued a_s not to have treasured them 
in his memory. 

Lastly, never should an unjustifiable delicacy weak~n the rigor 
of these rules. Remember, that for the wisest and most evident 
reasons, the merciful maxim of the law, which says that it is 
better that ninety-nine guilty men should escape, than that one 
innocent man should be punished, is with us reversed, and that 
in masom·y it ~s better that n·inety and nine t?·ue 1nen should be 
tw·ned away frorn the door of a lodge, than that one cowan shquld 
be admitted. 

EXCLUSION. See Vi~>it, Right of. 

EXOTERIC. See Esoteric. 

EXPUI.SION. Expulsion is the highest masonic penalty 
that can be imposed by a lodge, upon any of its delinquent mem
bers · We shall, therefore, give it more than a passing notice; 
and treat, 1st, of its effects; 2d, of the proper tribunal to im
pose it; 3d, of the persons who may be subject to it; and 4th, 
of the offences for which it may be inflicted. 

1. Expulsion from a lodge deprives the party expelled of all 
the rights and privileges that he ever enjoyed, not only as a mem
ber of the particular lodge from which he has been ejected, but 
also of those which were inherent in h~ as a member of the 
fraternity at large. He is at once as completely divested of his 
masonic character, as though he had never been admitted, so far 
as reo·ards his ri{jhts, while his duties and obligations remain as b b . 

firm as ever, it being impossible for nny human power to cancel 
them. He can no longer demand the aid of his brethren, nor 
require from them the performance of any of the duties to which 
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he was formerly entitled, nor visit any lodge, nor unite in any of 
the public or private ceremonies of the order. He is considered 
as being without the pale, and it would be criminal in any brother, 
aware of his expul::;ion, even to hold communication with him on 
masonic subjects. 

2. The only proper tribunal to impose this heavy punishment, 
is a Grand Lodge. A subordinate lodge tries its delinquent 
member, and if guilty declares him expelled. But the sentence 
is of no force until the Grand Lodge, under whose jurisdiction it 
is working, has confirmed it. And it is optional with the Grand 
Louge to do so, or, as is frequently done, to reverse the decision 
and reinstate the brother. Some of the lodges in tllis country 
claim the right to expel independently of the action of the Grand 
Lodge, but tl1e claim is not valid. The very fact that an expul
sion is a penalty, affecting the general relations of the punished 
party with the whole fraternity, proves that its exercise never 
could with propriety be entrusted to a body so circumscribed in 
it:;; authority as a subordinate lodge. Besides, the general practice 
of the fraternity is against it. The English Constitutions vest 
tht power to expel exclusively in the Grand Lodge. "The sub
orJinate lodge may suspend and report the case to the Grand 
Lodge. If thE offence and evidence be sufficient, expulsion 18 

decreed."* 
3. All :1\lasons, whether members of lodges or not, are subject 

to the infliction of this punishment, when found to merit it. 'Vo 
have already said, under the article "Dem'it," that resignation or 
withdrawal from the order, does not cancel a Mason's obligations, 
nor exempt him from that wholesome control which the order 
exercises over the moral conduct of its members. The fact that 
a l\lason, not a member of any particular lodge, but who has been 
guHty of immoral or unmasonic conduct, can be tried and punished 
by any lodge, within whose jurisdiction he nwy be residing, is 
without doubt. The remarks of Brother ~looret on this 8ubject, 

* Moore's 1\fagn.zine, vol. 1, p. 356. 
t Moore's .Magazine, vol. 1, p. 36. 



EXP i49 

are too valuable to be omitted. "Every member of the frater
nity is accountable for his conduct as a Mason, to any regularly 
constituted lodge; Lut if he be a member of a particular lodge, 
he js more immediately accountable to that lodge. A l\Iason 
acquires some special privileges by becoming a member of a lodge, 
and he has to perform special services which he might not other
wise be subjected to. But he enters into no new obligations to 
the fraternity generally, and his accountability is not increased 
any further than regards the faithful performance of those special 
duties. Hence, t.hf' difference between those brethren who are 
members of a lodge, and those who are not, is, that the members 
are bound to obey the By-Laws of their own patticuhu lodges, in 
addition to the general dnty of the fraternity. Again, ever;
.Mason is bound to obey the summons of a lodge of l\Iaster l\Iason~, 
whether he be a member or otherwise. This obligation on the 
part of an individual, clearly implies a power in the lodge to in
vestigate and control his conduct, in all things which concern the 
interest of the institution. This power cannot be confined to 
those brethren who are members of lodges, for the obligation i:o~ 

general." 
4 . Immoral conduct, such as would subject a candidate fur 

admission to rejection, should be the only offence visited with 
expulsion. As the punishment is general, rrffecting the relation 
of the one expelled with the wh~le fraternity, it should not be 
lightly imposed, for the violation of any masonic act not general 
in its character. The .commission of a grossly immoral act is a 
Yiolation of the contract entered into between each l\Iason and 
his order. If sanctioned by silence or impunity, it would bring 
discredit on the institution, and tend to impair its usefulness. 
A l\Iason who is·~ bad man, is to the fraternity what a mortified 
limb is to the body, and should be treated with tl1e same mode 
of cure-he should be cut off, lest his example spread, and disease 
be propagated through the constitution. But it is too much tho 
custom of lodges in this couutry, to extend this remedy to cases 
neither deservjng nor requiring its application. I allude lwn .. •, 

] ;; * 
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particularly, to expulsion f?r non-payment of lot.lge dues. Upon 
the principle just laid down, this is neither kind nor consistent. 
Tl1e payment of arrears is a contract, in which tho only parties 
are a particular lodge and its members, of which contract the 
body at large know nothing. It is not a general masonic duty, 
and is not called for by any masonic regulation. 1'he system of 
arrears was unknown in former years, and has only been established 
of late for the sake of convenience. Even now there are some 
lodges where it does not prevail j* and no Grand Lodge has ever 
yet attempted to control or regulate it, thus tacitly admitting that 
it forms no part of the general regulations of the order. Hence 
the non-payment of arrears is a violation of a special and voluntary 
obligation to a particular lodge, and not of any general duty to 
the fraternity at large. The punishment therefore inflicted should 
be one affecting the relations of the delinquent with the particular 
lodge, whose by-laws he has infringed, and not a general one af
fecting his relations with the whole order. But expulsion has 
this latter effect, and is therefore inconsist<:nt and unjust. .And 
as it is a punishment too often inflicted upon poverty, it is unkind. 
A lodge might in this ca~e forfeit or suspend the membershir of 
the defaulter in his own lodge, but such suspension should not 
affect the right of 'iEi ting other lodges, nor any of the other 
privileges inherent in him ns a !\Jason. This is the practice, we 
are glad to say, pursued by the Grand Lodge of 1\la~sachusetts, 
one of the most enlightened masonic bodies iu the Union. It is 
also the regulation of the Orand Lodge of England, from which 
most of our Grand Lodges derive, directly or indirectly, tl1eir ex
i!'tcnce. It is consonant with the ancient usages of the fraternity. 
And finally, it would produce all the good effects required by 
punishment, namely, reform and the prevention of cr!me, and 

• I would cite, as an instnnce coming under my immediate and 9ersonnl 
knowledge, the case of Union Kilwinning Lodge in Charleston, S. C., ·where 
every member pays a certltin sum on his admi!;~ion, and is forever nfterwnrds 
f!XI.'mpt from con'rilmtions of nny kind. 
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ought to be adopted by every Grand Lodge, as a part of its 
constitution. 

One other question arises. Does expulsion from one of what 
is called t.he higher degrees of masonry, such as a Chapter Ol' an 
Encampment, affect the relations of the expelled party to Blue 
l\Iasonry. We answer unhesitatingly, it does not. In this 
opinion, we are supported by the best authority, though the action 

I 

of some Grand Lodges, as that of New York, is adverse to it. 
But the principle upon which our doctrine is founded, is plain. 
A Chapter of Royal Arch ·Masons, for instance, is not1 and can
not be recognized as a masonic body, by a lodge of Master :Masons. 
"They hear them so to be, but they do not know them so to be," 
by any of the modes of recognition known to masonry. The 
acts, therefore, of a Chapter, cannot be recognized by a ~laster 
:Mason's lodge, any more than the acts of a literary or charitable 
society wholly unconnected with the order. Again. By the 
present organization of :Freemasonry, Grand Lodges are the 
supreme masonic tribunals. If, therefore, expulsion from a 
Chapter of Royal Arch 1\Iasons involved expulsion from a Blue 
lodge, the right of the Grand Lodge to hear and determine causes1 

and to regulate the internal concerns of the Institution, would be 
interfered with by another body beyond its control. But the con
verse of this proposition does not hold good. Expulsion from a 
Blue lodge involves expulsion from all the higher degrees. 
Because, FlS they are composed of Blue :Masons, the members 
could not of right sit and hold communications on masonic subjects 
with one who was an expelled Mason. 

EXTENT OF THE LODGE. Boundless is the extent of a 
Mason's lodge-in height to the topmost heaven; in depth to the 
central abyss; in length from east to west; in breadth from 
north to south. Thus extensive is the limit of masonry, and 
thus extensive should be a l\lason's charity. Sec more on this 
~ubject in the article Fm·m of the Lodge. 
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F. 

FAITH. The lowest round in the theological ladder, and 
hence symbolically instructing us that the first step in masonry, 
the first, tho essential qualification of a candidate, is faith in God. 

In the lecture of the E.·. A.·. it is said that " Faith may be 
lost in sight; Hope ends in fruition; but Charity extends beyond 
the grave, through the boundless realms of eternity." And this 
is said, beca.usc as faith is " the evidence of things not seen,'' 
when we see we no longer believe by faith but through demonstra· 
tion, and as hope lives only in the expectation of possession, it 
ceases to exist when the object once hoped for is at length enjoyeJ, 
but cl1arity, exerci:o:ed on earth in ac-ts of mutual kindness and 
forbearance, is still found in the world to come, in the sublim~r 
form of uwrcy from God to his erring creatures. 

FEAST, A~NUAJ_J. The ccnvocation of the craft togdhe1 
at an annual feast, for the laudable purpose of promoting social 
feelings, and cementing the bonds of brotherly love by the inter
change of ccurtesies, is a time-honored .custom, which is still, 
and we trust, will ever be observed. At this meeting, no business 
of any kind, except the installation of officers, should be transacted, 
and the day must be passed in innocent festivity. The election 
of officers always takes place at a previous meeting, in obedience 
to a regulation adopted by the Grand Lodge of England, jn 17:20, 
as follows: "It was agreed, in order to avoid disputes on the 
n.nnnal feast day, that the new Grund Master for the future shall 
be named and proposed to the Grand Lodge, some time before the 
fea~t." See Anderson, Oonst. p. 200. 

FEELING. One of the five hum:m senses, and, for weU-knowu 
reasons, in great estjmation among 1\lasons. 

FELLO,V-CRAFT. C01npognon. The second degree of an-
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d<·ut craft masonry. It is particularly devoted to science. As 
in the :first degree, those lessons are impressed, of morality and 
brotherly love, which should eminently distinguish the youthful 
appreutico; so in the second, is added that extension of knowledge, 
which enabled the original craftsmen to labor with ability and 
Huccess, at the construction of the Temple. In the degree of 
Entered Apprentice, every emblernatical ceremony is directed to 
the lustration of the heart; in that of Fellow-Craft, to the en
largement of the mind. Already clothed in the white garment 
of innocence, the ad,·ancing candidate is now inYested with the 
deep and unalterable truths of science. At length he passes the 
porch of the Temple, and in his progress to the middle chamber 
is taught the ancient and unerring method of distinguishing a 
friend from a foe. His attention is directed to the wonders of 
nature and art, and the differences between operative and specula
tive masonry are unfolded, until by instruction and contemplation 
he is led to view with N verence and admiration the glorious works 
of the creation, and is inspired with the most exalted ideas of the 
perfections of his Divine Creator. 

FESSLER'S RITE. A rite formerly practised by the Grand 
Lodge "Royal York ~" l' Amitie" at Berlin. It consisted of nine 
degrees, viz: 1, Apprentice; 2, Fellow-Craft; 3, ]!aster; J, 
Holy of Holies; 5, Justillcation; 6, Celebration; 7, True light; 
8, Fatherland; 9, Perfection. They were drawn up, says Clavel, 
from the rituals of the Golden Rose Croix, of the rite of Strict 
Observance, of the Illuminated Chapter of Sweden, and the An
cient Chapter of Clermont at Paris. They are now practised by 
but few lodges, having been abandoned by the Grand Lodge 
which established them, for the purpose of adopting the ancient 
York rite under the Constitutions of England.* 

'-

FESTIVAJ..~S. The masonic festivals most generally cele-

* Fessler's rite is pet·haps th) most abstrusely learned and philosophi<'al of 
~tll t.h o rites. 
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brated. are those of St. John the Baptist, June 24, and St. John 
the Evangelist, December 27. These are the days kept in tllis 
country. Such, too, was formerly the case in England, b11t the 
annual festival of the GranJ Lodge of England now falls on thC' 
\Y t'dnesday following St. George's day, April 23, that Saiut 
being the patron of England. For a similar reason, St. Andrew's 
day, November 30, is kept by the Grand Lodge of Scotland. 

FIDES. Fidelity; to which virtue, the ancients paid divine 
honours, under the name of the goddess of faith, oaths, and 
honesty. The oaths taken in the name of this goddess were heltl 
to be more inviolable than any others. Numa was the first who 
built temples, and erected a1tars to the goddess Fides or Fidelity. 
No animals were killed, and no blood shed in her sacrifices. The 
priests who celebrated them were clothed in white, and were con. 
ducted with much pomp to the place of sacrifice, in chariots, 
having their whole bodies and hands enveloped in their capaciou.c; 
mantles. Fidelity was generally represented among the ancient~ 
by two right hands joined, or by two huruan figures holding each 
other by the rjght hand. Horace calls incorruptible Fidelity the 
"ister of Justice, and Cicero makes them identical; those priaciples 
of Justice, ~ays he, which, when exercised toward God, are termed 
Religion, and toward our parents, Piety, in matters of trust are 
called Fidelity.* 

FINANCES. The finances of the lodges are placed under 
the charge of the Treasurer, who only pays them out on the order 
of the l\Iaster, and with the consent of the brethren, preYiously 
expressed in open lodge. By an unwritten law, the finances 
should be first receiYed by the Secretary, who then pays them 
over to the Treasurer, taking his receipt for the same. .A mutual 
c:heck is thus kept on each other by these officers. 

*Justitia ergn. Deos rcligio, erga parentes pietas,--,creditis in rebus fidet 
oominatur.-Orat. 78; 
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FINES. Fines for non-attendance or neglect of duty, are not 
usually imposed in masonic bodies, because each member is bound 
to the discharge of these duties by a motive more powerful than 
any that could be furnished by a pecuniary penalty. The im
position of such a penalty would be a tacit acknowledgment of 
the inadequacy of that motive, and would hence detract from it~ 
solemnity and its binding nature. 

FIVE. One of the sacred numbers of Freemasonry. Its 
symbolic properties are many and curious. It is formed by a 
combination of the Duad with the Triad, of the first even number 
with (excluding unity) the first odd one, 2 + 3. In the school 
of Pythagoras, it represented Light, and among his disciples a 
triple triangle, forming the outline of a five pointed star, was an 
emblem of health, because being alternately conjoined within 
Itself, it constitutes a figure of five lines. Among the Cabbalists, 
the same figure, with the name of God written on each of its 
peints, and in the centre, was considered talismanic. The number 
five was among the Hebrews a sacred round number, and is re-

' peatedly used as such in the Old Testament, as, for example; in 
Genesis xliii. 34, xlv. 22, xlvii. 2, Isaiah xvii. 6, xix. 18, xxx. 
17. "This usage," says Gesenius, "perhaps passed o-ver to the 
Hebrews from the religious rites of Egypt, India, and otbeJ 
oriental nations; among whom five minor planets and .five elements, 
and elementary powers, were accounted sacred." Among Free
masons, five is mol'e particularly symbolical of the five order::: of 
architecture, and the five human senses, but still more especially 
of the Five Points of Fellowship. 

FIVE POINTS OF FELLOWSHIP. ]Iasons owe certain 
duties of brotherly love ·and fellowship to each other, the practic€ 
of which, as the distinguishing principles of our order, are incul
cated by the Master in the most impressiYe manner. 

Fjrst. Indolence should not cause our footsteps to halt, or wrath 
tnrn them aside, but with eager alacrity and swiftness of foot, ~e 
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~hould press forward in the exercise of charity and kiudness to a 
dist~:essed fellow-creature. 

Secondly. In our devotions to Almighty God, we should re
member a brother's welfare as our own, for the prayers of a fer
vent and sincere heart will find no less favour in the sight of hen

yen, because the petition for self is mingled with aspirations of 
benevolence for a friend. 

Thirdly. 'Vhcn a brother intrusts to our keeping the secret 
thoughts of his bosom, prudence and fidelity should place a 
sacred seal upon our lips, lest, in a.n unguarded moment, we be
tray the solemn trust confided to our honour. 

Fourthly. When adversity has visited our brother, and his 
calamities call for our aiel, we should cheerfully and liberally 
Htretch forth the hand of kindness, to save him from sinking, 
and to relieve his necessities. 

Fifthly. 'Yhile with candour and kindness we should admonish 
a brother of his faults, we should never revile his charact< r be 

hind his back, but rather, when attacked by others, support ano 

defend it. 

FIVE EENSES. The five human senses, which are, Hearing, 
Seeing, Feeling, Smelling~ and Tasting, are dilated on in the lec
ture of the Fellow Crafts' degree. See each word in its appro
priate place in this Lexicon. 

FLOATS. Pieces of timber~ made fast together with rafters, 
for conveying burdens down a river with the stream.-Btlill'.tJ 
The use of these floats in the building of the temple is thus de. 
scribed in the letter of King Iliram to Solomon : "Aud we will 
cut wood out of Lebanon, as much as thou shalt need; and we 

will bring it to thee in floats by sea to ,Joppa; and thou shalt 
carry it up to Jerusalem."-2 Ohron. ii. lG. 

FLOORING. A frame-work of board or canvas, on which 
the cm1lems of any particular degree are inscribed, for the assist-
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unce of the Master in giving a lecture. It is so called, because 
formerly it was the custom to inscribe these designs on the floor 
of the lodge room in chalk, which was wiped out when the lodge 
was closed. It is the same as the "CaTpet," or "Tracing Board." 

FOR])! OF THE LODGE. The form of the lodge is said to 
be an oblong square, haYing its greatest length from east tu west, 
and its greatest breadth from north to south. According to 
Oliver, the form of the lodge ought to be a double cube, as an 
expressiye emblem of the united powers of darkness and light in 
the creation, and because the ark of the covenant and the altar 
of incense were both of that figure. But these two theories of 
its form are not inconsistent ~ith each other, for, taken in its 
s0lid dimensions, the lodge is a double cube, while its surface is 
a pa1allelogram or oblong square. 

Tl1is oblong form of the lodge has, I think, a symbolii' allu· 
sion, which has not been heretofore adverted to, so far as I am 
aware, by any masonic writer. 

lf, on a map of the world, we draw lines which shall circum
scribe just that portion which was known and inhabited at 
the time of the building of Solomon's. temple, these lines, run
ning a short distance north and south of the ~Iediterranean Sea, 
and extending from Spain to Asia ~Iinor, will form an oblong 

square, whose greatest length will be from east to west, and whose 
g1·eatest breadth will be from north to south, as is shown in thu 
annexed diagram. 

\..,; 

NoRTH. 

hHABITED :PARTS OF EuROPE. 
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'£he oblong square which thus enclosed the whole habitable 
part of the globe, would represent the form of the lodge to denote 
the universality of masonry, since the world constitutes the lodge; 
a doctrine that has since been taught in that expressive sentence: 
In every clime the :Mason may find a home, and in every land a 
brother. 

FORTITUDE. One of the four cardinal virtues, whose ex
cellencies are dilated on in the first degree. It not only instructs 
the worthy 1\Iason to bear the ills of life with becoming resigna
tion, "taking up arms against a sea of trouble,'' but, by its inti
mate connection with a portion of our ceremonies, it tca<~hes him 

t,o let no dangers shake, no pains di:: ohe the inviolable fiJ P.lity 
ue owes to the trusts reposed in him. 

FORTY-SEVENTH PHOBLE.M. The forty-seventh problem 
of Euclid's first book, which has been adopted as nn emblem in 
the ~laster's degree, is thus enunciated. "In any right angled 
triangle, the square which is described upon the side snbtending 
the right angle, is equal to the squares described upon the sides 
which contain the right angle." This interesting problem, on 
account of its great utility in makinp: calculations, and drawing 
plans for buildings, is sometimes called the "carpenter's thcol'em." 

For the demonstration of this problem, the world is indt:bted 
to Pythagoras, who, it is said, was so elated after making the 
discovery, that he made an offering of a hecatomb, or a sac:rifice 
of a hundred oxen to the gods.* The devotion to learning 
which this religious act indicated, in the mind of the ancient 
philosopher, has induced MasotJS to adopt the problem as a me
mento, instructing them tn be l4'Ycrs of the arts and sciences. 

The triangle, who~e base is 4 parts, whose perpendicular is 

* The well-known n.v-er~ion of Pytbagorns to the shedding of blood has lcll 
to the supposition that the :::acrifice consisted of small oxen, matlc of wnx, nnu 
Jot of lidng anima.Js. 
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3, and whose hypothenuse is 5, and which would exactly serve 
for a demo. 1t1·ation of thjs problem,* was~ according to Plutarc!.l., 
a symbol frequently employed by the Egyptian pri€sts, and hence 
it is called by :JH. Jomard,t the Egyptian triangle. It was, with 
the Egyptians, the symbol of universal nature, the base repre· 
sooting Osiris, or the male principle, the perpendicular, Isis, or 
t~e female principle, and the hypothenuse, Horus, their son, or 
the produce of the two principles. They added that 3 was the 
first perfect odd number, that 4 was the square of 2, the 6rst 
even number, and that 5 was the result of 3 and 2. 

But the Egyptians made a still more important use of this 
triangle. I t was the standard of all their measures of extent, 
and was applied by them to the building of the pyramids. The 
researches of 1\I. J omard, on the Egyp6an sJstem of measures, 
published in the magnificent work of the French saYans on 
Egypt, has placed us completely in possession of the uses made by 
the Egyptians of this forty-seventh problem of Euclid, and of the 
triangle which formed the diagram by which it was demonstrated. 

If we inscribe within a circle a triangle, whose perpendicular 
shall be 300 parts, whose base shall be 400 parts, and whose 
h,ypothenuse shall be 500 parts, which of course bear the same 
proportion to each other as 3, 4 and 5; then, if we let a perpen· 
dicular fall from the angle of the perpendicular and base to the 
hypothenuse, and extend it through the hypothenuse to the 
circumference of the circle, this chord or line will be equal to 
480 parts, and the two segments of the hypothenuse, on each 
side of it, will be found equal, respectively, to 180 and 320. 
F rom the point where this chord intersects the hypothenuse, let 
another line fall perpendicularly to the shortest side of the tri. 

* For the square of the base is 4 X 4, or 16, the square of the perpen!licu. 
lar is 3 X 3, or 9, nod the square of the bypothenuse is 5 x 5, or 25; but 25 is 
tho sum of 9 and 16, and therefore the square of the longest side is equal to 
the sum of the squares of the other two, which is the forty~scventh problem of 
Euclid. 

t In his "E:s:pa1ition du Systeme 1\Ietrique des Anciens Egyptieos.'· 
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angle, and this line will be equal to 1-!4 parts, while the short.er 
segment, formed by its junction with the perpendicular side of the 
triangle, will be equal to 108 pnrts. Hence, we may deriYe the 
following measures from the diagram : 500, -±80, 400, 320, 180, 
14.4, aud 108, and all these without the slightest fraction . Sup
posing, then, the 500 to be cubits, we have the measure of the 
base of the great pyramid of l\Iemphis. In the 400 cubits of 
the base of the triangle, we have the exact length of the Egyp
tian stadium. The 320 give us the exact number of Egyptian 
cubits contained in the Hebrew and Babylonian stadium. The 
stadium of Ptolemy is represented by the -±80 cubits, or length 
of the line falling from the right angle to the circumference of 
the circle, through the hypothenuse. The number 180, which 
t~xprcsses the smaller segment of the hypothenuse, being doubled, 
will giye 360 cubits, which will be the stadium of Cleomedes. 
By doubling the 1-±J, the result wil1 be 288 cubits, or the length 
of the stadium of Archimedes, and by doubling tlle 108, we pro· 
duce 216 cubits, or the precise value of the lesser Egyptian stadium. 
In this manner, we obtain from this triangle all the mca~ures of 
length that were in use among the Egyptians; and since this tri
angle, whose sides are equal to 3, 4, and 5, was the very one that 
most naturally would be used in demonstrating the forty-seventh 
problem of Euclid j and since by these three sides the Egyptians 
symbolized Osiris, Isis, and Horus, or the two producers and the pro
duct, the very prine;iple, expres!;)ed in symbolic language, which con
stitutes the terms of the problem as enunciated by Pythagoras, that 
the sum of the squares of the two sides will produce the square 
of the third, we have no reason to doubt that the forty-seventh 
problem was perfectly known to the Egyptian priests, and by 
them communicated to J>ythngoras. 

FREE BORN. Tl1e constitutions of our order reqmre tl1at 
every candidate shall be free born. And this is necessary, for, 
as admission into the fraternity involYes a solemn contract, no 
one can bind himself to its performance who is not the mastc1 
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of his own actions; nor can the man of servile condition or 
slavish mind be expected to perform his ma~onic duties with that 
u freedom, fervency, and zeal," which the laws of our institution 
require. Neither, according to the authorit.y of Dr. Oliver,~ 

"can any one, although he have been initiated, continue to act 
as a :Mason, or practise the rites of the order, if he be tempora
rily dPprived of his liberty or freedom of will." On this subject, 
the Grand Lodge of Engfand, on the occasion of certain Masons 
having-been made in the King's Bench pri1<on, passed a special 
resolution in No\ember, 1783, declaring "'l'hat it is inconsistent 
with the principles of masonry for any Freemason's lodge to be 
'held, for the purpose of making, passing, or raising 1lasons, in 
any pTison or place of confinement.''t 

The same usage existed in the spurious Freemasonry of the 
ancient my~teries, where slaves could not be initiated, the re
quisiteF fur initiation being that a ruan must be a free-born deni
zen of the country, as well as of irreproachable morals. 

FR:f~EMASON. The word "free," in connection with "~Ia

son," originally signified that the person so called was free of 
the company or guild of incorpm·ated 1\Iasons. For those opera
tive nlawms who '\'\"ere not tlms made free of the guild, '\'\"ere not 
permitted to work with those wl10 were. A similar regnlHtion 
still exists in many parts of Europe, although it is not known to 
this country. The term appears to have been first thus ul:led in 
the tenth century, when the travelling Freemasons were incorpo
rated by the Roman Pontiff. See Travellin[J Freemasons. 

FREE~IASONRY. "A beautiful system of morality, veiled 
in allegory, and illustl~J.ted by symbols." To this sublime defini
tion of our order, borrl?wed from the lectures of our Eup:lisl1 
l>rcthren, and prefixed by Dr. Oli\er, as a motto to one uf hi~ 

---------------------
* lli:;turical Landmarks. i. 110 
t Minutes of the Grand Lodge, quoted by Oliver, ,,t supra. 

14* 
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mo::;t interesting works, I shall take the liberty of acluing an ex
position of its principles from the pen of De 'Vitt Clinton, as 
pure <l patriot as ever served his country, and as bright a Mason 
as eYer honoured the fraternity. 

"Although," says he, "the origin of our fraternity is covered 
with darkness, and its hiRtory is, to a great extent, obscure, yet 
we can confidently say, that it i'-; the most ancient society in the 
world-and we are equally certain that its principles are based 
on pure morality-that its ethics are the etl1ic:s of Christianity-
its doe;trines, the doctrinrs of patriotism and brotherly love-and 
its SC'ntiments, the sentiments of exalted benevolence. Upon 
these points~ there can be no doubt. All that is good, and kind 
and charitable, it encourages; all that is vicious, and cruel, and 
oppressive, it reprobates."* 

FRENCIT RITE. R/te Franr;a,ts ou morle"ne. -The French 
or :Modern rite is one of the three principal rites of 1?reemasonry. 
It consists of ~even degrees, three symbolic and four higher, ·dz. 
I. Appr0ntice; 2. Fellow Craft; 3. Master; -L Ele<:t; 5. 
Scot<:h :\Ia~ter; 6. Knight of the East; 7. Uose Croix. This 
rite i~ practised in France, iu Jhazil, and in Loui~inna. It was 
founded in 1786, by the Grand Orient of Fraucc, who, unwilling 
to destroy entirely the high degrees wl1ich were then pra<:tised 
by the different rites, and ) et anxious to reduce tltem to a Rmaller 
number, and to greater simplil'ity, extracted these degrees out 
of the rite of Perfection, making some few slight modifications. 
~lost of the authors who have treated of this rite ba, e gh-en to 
1ts symbolism an entirely astronomical meaning, Among these 
writers, we may refer to Ragon, in his "Cours Philosophique," 
as prohably the most scientific. 

• Adcu:1.}ss at the :nstalla.tion of Grand Master V no Reossellaer, Now Y or~ 
l8S2. 



FUN-FUR ll.i3 

FUNERAL RITES. None but 1\laster 1\lasons can be in
terred with the funeral honours of masonry, and even then the 
performance of the sen·ice is subjected to certain unalterable re
strictions. No :.\Iason can be buried with the formalities of the 
order; except by his own request, preferred, while living, to the 
Master of the lodge of which he was a member, strangers an<l 
the higher officers of the order excepted. No public procession 
can take place, nor can two or more lodges assemble for this pur
pose, until a dispensation has been granted by the Grand ~laster. 
The ceremonies practised on the interment of a brother are to be 
found in all the ~lonitors. It is unnecessary, therefore, to specify 
them here. 

FUR~ITURE OF A LODGE. Every well-regulated l~dge 
must contain a Bible, square, and compn~ses, which ~Te technically 
said to constitute its furniture, and which are respectively dedicated 
to GoJ, the .Master of the lodge, and the Craft. Our English 
brethren differ from us in their explanation of the furniture. 
Oliver gives their illustration, from the English lectures, as follows· 

" The Bible is said to derive from God to man in general, 
because the Almighty . has been pleased to reveal more of his 
divine wi11 by that holy book, than by any other means. The 
compasses being the chief implement used in the construction of 
all architectural plans and designs, are assigned to the Grand 
1\Iaster in particular, as emblems of his dignity, he being the 
chief head and ruler of the craft. The square is given to the 
whole masonic body, because we are all obligated within it, and 
are consequently bound to act thereon." 
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GAVEL. The common gavel is one of the workmg tools of 
an Entered Apprentice. It is made use of by the operative 
Mason to break off the corners of the rough ashlaT, and thus fit 
it the bt>tter for the builder's use, and is tl1erefore adopted as a 
eymbol in speculative masonry, to admonish us of the duty ()f 
divesting our mincis and com•ciences of all the vices and impuriti~s 
of life, thereby fitting our bodies as living stones for that spiritual 
building not ruade with haml.s, eternal in the heavens. 

Hence, too, we see the propriety of adopting the gavel as the 
instrument for maintaining order in the lotlge. For, as the lodge 
i5 an imitation of the temple, and each member represents a stone t 

thereof, so, by the iuftuence of the p;axel, all the ebullitions of 
t.emper, and the indecorum of frivolity are restrained, as the 
material sto.1es of that building were, by the same instrument, 
divested of their asperities and imperfections. 

In the first edition of this work, I confessed myself at a loss 
for the derivation of the word "gavel." I bave, however, no 
longer any doubt that it borrows its name from its shnpe, beiug 
that of the gaUZe or gavel end of a house, and this word agaiu 
comes froru the German [JIJ/'f'l, a summit, top, or peak,-the idea 
of a pointed extremity being common to all. 

In the name, as well as the application of this imp1emrnt, 
eTror has <:rept into the customs of the lodges. The illl plemr.nt 
employed by mnny .i\lnsters is not a gavel, Lut a mallet, (tile 
French l\lasons, in fact, make use of the word '' maillet,") and is 
properly not one of the working tools of an E.·. A.·., but a repre
sentation of the sctt1."ng-ma·ul, one of the emblems of the third 
d~gree. The. two implements and the two names are C'ntircly 
distinct, and shonlcl never be confounded; and I am surprised t0 
see so lcarncu a l\ln~on as Brother UJi \ er, falling into this too 
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usual error, and speaking of" the common gavel or setting-maul," 
<A.s synonymous terms.* 

The true form of the gavel is that of the stone-mason's hammer. 
It is to be made with a cutting edge, as in the annexed engraving, 
that it may be used "to break off the corners of rough stones," 
an operation which could never be effected by the common 

hammer or mallet. The gavel, thus 
shaped, will give, when looked at in 

. front, the exact representation of the 
gavel or gable end of a house, whence~ 
as I have already said, the name is 
de1-ived. 

The gavel of the ~laster is also called a " Hiram," for a reason 
which will be explained under that word. 

GEXER_-\LISSL\10. The second officer in a Commandery 
of !{nights Ternplars, and one of its representatives in the Grand 
Commandery. His duty is to receive and communicate all orders, 
signs, and petitions j to assist the Eminent Commander, and, in 
his absence, to preside over the Commandery. His station is on 
the right of the Eminent Commander, and his jewel is a square, 
surmounted by a paschal lamb. 

GENUFLEXION. Bending the knees has, in all ages of 
the world, been considered as an act of reverence and humility, 
and hence Pliny, the Roman naturalist, observes, that " a certain 
degree of religious reverence is attributed to the knees of man." 
Solomon placed himself in this position when he prayed at the 
consecration of the tem·ple, and Masons use the same posture in 
some portions of their ceremonies, as a token of solemn reverence. 

*In my labours, as Grand Lecturer of South-Carolina, I have succeeded, in 
ru:rny instances, in correcting this error, and p1a.cing the common ga.;el in the 
h!'nus of the Master and Wardens, for the government of the lodge, while the 
mallet or setting-maul remains in the archives of the lodge, to be used c:nly as 
an emblem of the third degree. 
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GEV}IETRY. Geometry is de~ned to be that science which 
teaches the nature and relations of whatever is capable of measure
ment. It is one of tho oldest and most necessary of sciences ; is 
that upon which the whole doctrine of mathematics is founded, 
and is so closely connected with the practice of operative masonry, 
that our ancient brethren were as often called geometricians as 
Masons. It was, indeed, in such great repute among the wise 
men of antiquity, that Plato placed over the portals of the academy 
this significant inscription: Ou(~dc; ar~wp.~TPYJTO<; duirw, "Let 
'I!One eute?· ~cho is 'ignornnt of gcmnetry.n 

The first inhabitants of the earth must have practised the 
simplest principles of geometry in the construction of even the 
rude huts which were intended to shelter them from the in
clemencies of the weather ; and afterward, when they began to 
unite in communities, and to exercise the right of property in 
lands, this science must have been still further developed, as a 
necessary means of measuring and distinguishing each person's 
particular domain. I.Jand-surveying, indeed, seems to have been 
the most important purpose to which geometry was originally 
tlpplied: a fact warranted also by the derivation of the word, whose 
roots,. in the Greek language, signify "a measure of the earth." 
But as operative masonry and architecture improved, and, in the 
construction of edifices, elegance was added to strength, and or
nament to utility, geometry begun, too, to be extended in its 
principles, and perfected in its system. The Egyptians were 
undoubtedly one of the first nations who cultivated geometry as 
a science. "It was not less useful and necessary to them," as 
Goguet observes,* "in the affairs of life, than agreeable to their 
speculatively philosophical genius." From Egypt, which was the 
parent both of the sciences and the mysteries of the Pagan world, 
it passed over into other countries, and geometry and operative 
masonry bave ever been found together, the latter canying into 

• L'Orig. des Lois, t. i., liv. iii. 
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execution those designs which were first traced according to the 
pTiuciples of the former. 

Speculative masonry is, in like manner, intimately connected 
with geometry. In deference to our operative ancestors, and, in 
fact, as a necessary result of our close connection with them, 
speculative Freemasonry derives its most important emblems from 
this parent science. As the earthly temple was constructed un
der the correcting application of the plumb, the level, and the 
square, by which its lines and angles were properly admeasured, 
so we are accustomed, in the construction of the great moral edi
fice of our minds, symbolically to apply the same instruments, in 
order to exhibit our work on the great day of inspection as "true 
and trusty." 

The explanation of the principal geometrical figures given by 
Pythagoras, may be interesting to the masonic student. Accord
ing to the Grecian sage, the point is represented by u:aity, the 
\ine by the duad, the surface by the ternary, and the solid by 
the qu..'l.rternary. The circle, he says, is the most ptrfect L f cur
vilinear figures, containi1.g the triangle in a concealed manner. 
The triangle is the principle of the generation and formation ot 
bodies, because all bodies are reducible to this figure, and the ek
ruents are triangular. The s9.uare is the symbol of the divine 
essence. 

GIBALil\1 OR GIBLIM. These were the inhabitants of the 
Phenician city of Gebal, called by the Greeks Byblos. The Phe· 

nician word, S :l.l, "gebal," (of which u' S ,:)j, "gibalim," or "gib
li.m," is the plural,) signifies a l\Iason, or stone-squarer. Gesenius* 
says, that the inhabitants of Gebal were seamen and builders ; and 
Sir William Drummond asserts that ''the Gibalim were ~I aster 
l\Iasons, who put the finishing hand to Solomon's templc."t 

* Heb. Lex. in voc. 
t Origines, vol. iii., b. v., cb. iv., p. 192. 
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GLOBE. In the Egyptian ~ysteries, the globe was a symbol 
of the Supreme and Eternal God. Among the l\lexicans, it re
presented universal power. Among Freemasons, the globes, 
celestial and terrestrial, are emblems of the universal extension 
of the institution, and remind us also of the extensive claims of 
that charity we are called on to practise. 

GLOVES. White gloves form a part of a Freemason's cos
tume, and should always be worn in the lodge.* An instance of 
the antiquity of this dress is given in this work, under the ar ticle 
"Clothed." In an institution so symbolical as ours, it is not 
unreasonable to suppose that the white gloves are to remind us, 
that "without a pure heart and clean hands," no one can "stand 
in the holy place." And this is the em blcmatic use of the gloves 
in the :b'rcnch rite, where every Apprentice, on his initiation, is 
presentet with two pair, one for himself, and one for his wi1ll or 
mistt·ess. 

GOD. Freemasons have always been worshippers of the on0. 
true God. u This," says Hutchinson,t "was the first and corner
stone on which our originals thought it expedient to place the 
foundation of masonry." 'Vhile the world around them was 
polluted with sun-worship, and brute-worship, and all the ab:'urdi
ties of polytheism, masonry, even in its spurious forms, us tl1e 
ancient mysteries have appropriately been styled, was alone occu
pied in raising altars to the one I A:\1, and declaring and teaching 
the unity of the Godhead. Josephus, in his defence of the J ews 
against A pion, sums up in a few words this doctrine of the myste
ries, and its conformity with the J ewisb belief, which was, of course, 
identical with that of the Freemasons. ''God, pen-feet and blessed, 
contains all things, is self-existent and the canse of cxistt'nce to 
all, the beginning, the middle, and the end of all things."! 

~-I regret t) aay, that this rule is too much neglcct<'<l in c)Ur t\lllt:ricac 

lodges. 
t Spirit of Masonry, p 6. 
t Joseph. contra Ap., 1 b. ii., cnp. 2. 
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GOLGOTHA.. A Hebrew word, signifying" a skull." It was 
the name given by the Jews to i\Iount Calvary, where Cluist was 
crucified, and where his sepulchre was situated. 

GOTHIC CONSTITUTIO~S. Those regulations of the 
craft, which were adopted in 926, at the General Assembly in 
the city of York, under Prince Edwin, and to which additions 
were made from time to time, at other annual assemblies of the 
fraternity, are called the Gothic Constitutions, from the fact that 
t.hey were written in the old Gothic character. Sevm·al copies of 
them were in existence at the revival of masonry in 1717. In 
1721, they were digested by Dr. Anderson, in a new and better 
method, and form .the foundation of the Book of Constitutions, 
the first edition of which was published in 1722. 

GOOD SAl\IARlT.AN. See Samaritan. 

GRAl\ll\IAR. One _of the seven liberal uts and sciences, 
which forms, with Lo·gic and Rhetoric, a triad, dedicated to the 
cultivation of language. "God," says Sanctius, "created man 
the participant of reason; and as he willed him to be a social 
being, he bestowed upon him the gift of language, in the perfect
ing of which there are three aids. The first is G1·amrnar, which 
rejects from language all solecisms and barbarous expressions; 
the second is Logic, which is occup1ed with the truthfulness of 
language; and the third is Rhetoric, which seeks only the adorn
ment of language.''* 

GRAND HONOURS. See Hon01.t1·s. 

GRAND INQUISITOR. G1·and iu!;pecteur-inquis1:tew·-com
rnandeur. The 31st degl'ee of the Ancient Scotch rite. It is 
not a hi:storical degree, but simply administrative in its cha-

* Sanct. :Minut., lib. i., cap. 2, apud Hn.rris, Hermf's. .Y. e. i. 
15 
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mcter,-the dutie., of the members being to ex·1mine auJ regulate 
the proceedings of the inferior lodges and chapters. Its place 
of meeting is called a. tribunal, its ue<.:orations are white, and its 
presiding officer is called a President, who is elected for life. 

GRAND LODGES, HISTORY OF. The present organiza
tion of Grand J..~odges is by no means coeval with the origin of 
our institution. Every lodge was originally independent; anJ a 
sufficient number of brethren meeting together, were empowered 
to pmctise all the rights of masonry without a warrant of con
stit1Jtion. This privilege, as Preston remarks, was inherent in 
t.hcm as individuals. The brethren were in the custom of meet
ing annually, at least as many us conveniently could, for the pm·
pose of conference on the general concerns of the order, and on 
tl1is occasion a Grand ~Iastcr, or superintendent of the wltol€ 
fratNuity, was usuu.lly chosen. These me:.tings were not, how
ever, called Grrmd Lodges, but "A~semblies." This name and 
organization are as old as the fourth century of tJ1e Christian 
era ; for, in a ~IS.* once in the possession of Nicholas Stone, n 
s<;ulptor undet· the celebrated Inigo Jones, it is stated that '' St 
Albans (who was martyred in 306) loved Masons well, and 
cherished them much****. And he got them a charter from the 
king and his counsell, for to holde a general! counsel and gave itt 
to name Asserublie." The privilege of attending these annual 
assemblies was not restricted, as it now is, to the Grand Officers, 
and :Masters, and W ardcns of subordinate lodges, but constituted 
one of the obligatory duties of eYery :Mason. Thus, among the 
ancient masonic charges, in possession of the J-1odge of .tlntiquity, 
at Ijondon, is one which declares that "every Master and Fellow 
shall come to the assemblie, if itt be within fifty mileR of him, and 
if he h~ve any warning. And if he have treBpasscd tbe craft, 
to abide the award of Mastel'S and Fellows." 

* Qnot<l<l hy Prot'tou. 
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England. The next* charter granted in England to the .l\Iasons, 
ns a body, was bestowed by King Athelstane, in 926, upon the 
npplication of his brother, Prince Edwin. "Accordingly, P?ince 
Edwin summoned all the ~Iasons in the realm to meet him in a 
congregation at York, who came and composed a General Lodge, 
of which he was Grand 1\Iaster ;· and having brought with them 
all the writings and records extant, some in Greek, some in Latiu, 
some in French, and other languages, from the contents thereof 
that assembly did frame the constitution and charges of an En
glish lodge."t 

From this assembly at York, the true rise of masom·y in Eng
land is generally dated; from the statutes there enacted, are 
derived the English :i\Iasonic Constitutions; and from the place 
Jf meeting, the ritual of the English lodges is designated as the 
"Ancient York Rite." 

For a long time, the York a.ssembly exercised the masonic 
mrisdiction over all England ; but, in 1567, the 1\Iasons of the 

E<>uthern part of the island elected Sir Thomas Gresham, the 
celebrated merchant, their Grand ~laster. He was succeeded 
by the illustrious architect, Inigo Jones. There were now two 
Grand l\Iasters in England who assumed distinctive titles; the 
Grand l.Iaster of the-north being c~lled Grand )faster of all 
England, while he who presided in the south was called Gnmd 
1\Iaster of England. 

In tho beginnjng of t.he 18th century, masonry in the south 
of England had fallen into decay. The disturbances of the re
volution, which placed \\7illiam III. on the throne, and the subse
quent warmth of political feelings which agitated the two parties 
of the state, had given this peaceful society a wound fatal to its 
success. Sir Christopher Wren, the Grand l\Iaster in the reign 
of Queen Anne, had become aged, infirm, and inactive, and 
hence the general assemblies of the Grand Lodge bad ceased to 

* And if the a.necdote of St. Albans be not authentic, the 1hzt 
t Elias Ashmole's l\IS. 
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take place. There were, in the year 1715, but four lodges in 
t.he south of England, all working in the city of London. 
These four lodges, desirous of reviving the prosperity of the 
order, determined to unite themselves under a Grand Master, 
Sir Christopher Wren being now dead, and none having, as yet, 
been appointed in his place. They, therefore, "met at the 
Apple tree tavern; and having put into the ·chair the oldest !\las
ter :\Iason, (being the l\Iaster of a lodge,) they constituted them
sehcs a ?-rand Lodge, Fro tempore, in due form, and forthwitL 
revived the quarterly communication of the officers of lodges, 
(called the Grand Lodge,) resol\ed to hold the annual assemblJ 
and feast, and then to choose a Grand l\Iaster from among them. 
selves, till they should have the honour of a noble brother at 
their head.''* 

Accordingly, on St. John the Baptist's day, 1717, the annual 
assembly and feast were held, and l\Ir .. A .. nthony Sayer duly 
proposed and elected Grand :Master. The Grand Lodge adopted. 
among its regulations, the following: "That the privilege of 
assembling as :\Iasons, which had hitherto been unlimited, should 
be vest<ld in certain loJges or asserublies of ~Masons, con-vened in 
certain places; and that every lodge to be hereafter convened, 
except the four old lodges at this time existing, should be legally 
authorized to act by a warrant fl·oru the Grand 1\Iaster, for the 
time being, granted to certain individuals by petition, with the 
consent and approbation of the Grand Lodge in communication, 
and that, without ~uch warrant, no lodge should be hereafter 
deemed regular or constitutional." 

In compliment, however, to the four old lodges, the privileges 
which they had always possessed uuder the old organization were 
particularly reserved to them j and it was enacted that "no law, 
rule, or regulation, to be hereafter made or pnssed in Grand 
Lodge, should ever deprive them of such privilege,t or encroach 

* An <lerson'~ Cnmtitutions, p. lP':" 
t Among these privileges, were these of n!:'sembling without a. warrant uf 

runstiLntiou, unrl raising :\fasons to the l\Ia~lcr's deg~ee, a. power for a long 
time es(:rciscd ouly by the <irond Lo1ge. 
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()n <Ill'- landmark whid1 was at that time established as the stand-
" arJ of waMnic grn-ernmeot." 

The Grand Lodga~ of York and of London kept up a friendly 
intercourse, and mutual interchange of recognition, until the 
latter body, in 1725, granted a warrant of constitution to some 
l\Iasons who had seceded from the former. This unmasonic act . . 

was seYerely reprobated by tlie York Grand Lodge, and produced 
the first interruption to the harmony that had long subsisted be
tween them . It was, howeyer, followed some years after by 

.•mother unjustifiable act of interference. In 1725, the Earl of 
Crawford, Grand Master of England, constituted two lodges 
within the jurisdiction of t.he Grand Lodge of York, and grante(]~ 
without its consent, deputations for Lancashire, Durham, and 

~orthumberland. "This circumstance," says Preston, "the 
Grand Lodge at York highly resented, and ever afterward 
viewed the proceedings of the brethren in the south with a jeal· 
ous eye. All friendly intercourse ceased, and the York l\Iasons, 
from that moment, considered their interests distinct fmm thP 

Masons under the Grand Lodge in London.* 
Three years after, in 1738, several brethren, dissatisfied with 

tho conduct of the Grand Lodge of England, seceded from it, 
and held unauthorized meetings for the purpose of initiation. 
Taking ad~antage of the breach between the Grand Lodges of 
York and London, they assumed the character of York l\Iasons. 
On the Grand Lodge's determination to put strictly in execution 
the law:; against such seceders, they still further separated from 
its jurisdiction, and assumed the appellation of "_Andent Yodt 
Jfasnns." They announced that the ancient landmarks were 
alone preserved by them; and1 declaring that the regular lodges 
had adopted new plans, and sanctioned innoYations, they branded 
them with the name of " J.lfnrlern Jl!asons." In 1739, they 
established a new Gra11d LnclgC' in L f1ndon, under the ll<lmc of 
the "Grancl Lodge·of ... \.neicnt York ~Iasons," and, perseYering 

* P1··~~ton':: Tllu~ tl·n ti"n~ . p. l S J. 
l .J 1f 
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in the measures they had adopted, held communications and 
appointed annual feasts. They were soon afterward recognized 
by the :Masons of Scotland and Ireland, and were encouraged 
and fostered by many of the nobility. The two Grand Lodges 
continued to exist, and to act in opposition to each other, extend
ing their schisms into other countries,* until the year 1813, 
whe1~, under the Grand .i.\lastership of the Duke of ~ussex, they 
were happily united, and discord, ~ve trust, forever banished from 
English .Mnsonry.t 

Scotland. Freemasonry was introduced into Scotland by the 
arrhitects who built the Abbey of Kilwinning; aud the village 
of that name bears the same relation to Scottish masonry, that 
the city of York does to Engli::-h. Assemblies, for the general 
government of the craft, were frequently l1eld at IGlwinning. 
In the reign of James II., the o:ffice of Grand Master of Scot
land was granted to ""\Yilliam St. Clair, Earl of Orkney and 
Caithness, and Baron of Roslin, "his heirs and successors,'' by 
the king's charter.! Dut, in 1736, the St.. Clair who then exer
cised the Grand :Mastership, " taking into consideration that his 
holding or claiming any such jurisdiction, right, or privilege, 
might be pn~judiciaJ to the craft and vocation of ruasor.ry,"§ re
nounced his claims, n11d empowered the Freemasons to choose 
their Grand !'laster. The consequence of this act of resignation 
was the immediate organization of the Grand Lodge of Scotland, 
over whom, for obYious reasons, the late hereditary Grand l\Iaster 
was unanimously called to preside. 

Ireland. In 17:29, the l-i'reemasons of Dublin held an assem
bly, a1id organizeu the "Grund J .. oclge of Ireland." ~rhe Earl 
of Kingston was elected t1w first Grund i\laster. 

;;. l!'or instance, there were, originally, in 1\Iassncbusctts and South Carol;na, 
two Grand Lodges, claiming their authority from these discordant bodies. In 
tbe former St.ute, however, they were united in 1792, anu in tb{. latter in 1817. 

t We may ail well mention here, that the rit.e~: nnd ceremonies of these bodiot 
"'ore e:< ~<'ntially th e.> f nHw,ancl that the latHlmarkswere equally pr....eerved by them. 

t See the .MS. :n tbo Eclinlmrgb Achot':ttes' Librnry, quot•:d hy La\Yrio. * See the clee«l f resignn.tion in T.rtwrio's IIist. J'lla.s•JIIry. 
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France. In the beginning of the 18th century, Freemasonry 
in France was in a state of great disorder. E-rery lo<lge acted 
independently of all others; the Masters were elected for life, 
and exercised the privilege~ and powers which are now confined 
to Grand Lodges; there was no masonic centre, and consequently 
no masomc umon. 

In 1735, tbere_ were six lodges in Paris, and several others in 
the different provincial towns. The Earl of Derwentwater, the 
celebrated Jacobite, who afterward was beheaded at London, for 
his adherence to the house of Stuart., exercised the functions of 
Grand :Jlaster by a tacit oonsent, although not l:y a formal elec
tion. In the following year, Lord Harnouster was elected by 
the Parisian lodges Grand l\Iaster; and in 1708, he was suc
ceeded by the Due d' .Antin. On his death, in _17 ±3, the Count 
de Clermont was elected to supply his place. 

Organized Freemasonry in France dates its existence from tbiR 
latter year. In 1735, the lodges of Paris had petitioned the Grand 
Lodge of En gland for the establishment of a Provincial Gra11d 
Lodge, which, on political grounds; had been refused. In 17-!3, 
however, it was granted, and the Provincial Grand Lodge of 
France was constituted under the name of the "Grand Loge 
Anglaise de France.11 The Grand l\Iaster, Clermont, was, how
ever, an inefficient officer; anarchy and confusion once more in
vaded the fraternity; the authority of the Grand Lodge was pros
trated; and the establishment of mother lodges in the provinces, 
with the original intention of supe_rintending the proceedings of 
the distant provincial lodges, instead of restoring harmony, as 
was vainly expected, widened still more the breach. For, as
suming the rank, and exercising the functions, of Grand Lodges, 
they ceased all correspondence with the metropolitan body, and 
became in fact its rivals. 

Under these circumstances, the Grand Lodge declared itself 
independent of England in 1756, and assumed the title of the 
u Grand Lodge of France.)} It recognized only the three de
grees of Apprentice, Fellow-Craft, and Master Mason, and wa:: 
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composed of the grand officers to be elected out of the body of 
the fraternity, and of the !\lasters for life of the Parisian lodges; 
thus formally excluding the provincial lodges from any partici-
pation in the government of the craft. · 

But the proceedings of this body were not less stormy than 
those of its predecessor. "-r e have stated that the Count de 
Clermont proved an inefficient Grand i\laster. lie had appointed, 
in succession, two deputies, both of whom had been displeasing 
to the fraternity. The last, Lacorne, was a man of such low 
arigin aud rude manners, that the Grand Lodge refused to meet 
him as their presiding officer. Irritated at this pointed disre· 
~pcct, he sought in the taverns of Paris those l\lasters who ba.d 
made a traffic of initiutions, but who, heretofore, had submit ted 
to the control, and been chC!ckcd by the authority, of the Grand 
Lodge. From among them he selected officers devoted to his 
~ervice, and undertook a complete reorganizat.ion of :he Grand 
Lodge. 

The retired members, however, protested against these illegal 
proceedings ; and in the subsequent year, the Grand :Master con
sented to revoke the authority he had bestowed upon Lacorne, 
and appointed as his deputy, ~I. Chaillon de Jonville. The 
respectable mem hers now returned to their seats in the Grand 
Lodge; and in tlie triennial election which took place in June, 
1765, the officers who ha<l peen elected during the Deputy Grand 
.Mastership of Lncorne were all removed. The displaced officers 
protested, and published a, defamatory memoir on the subject, 
and were in consequence expelled from masonry by the Grantl 
Lodge. Ill feeling on both sides wns thus engendered, anJ car

ried to such a height, that, at one of the communications of the 
Grand Lodge, the expelled brethren, attempting to force their 
way in, were resisted with violence. The next day the lieutenuut 
of })Olice issued an edict, forbidding the future meetings of 11H: 

Grand Lodge. 
The expelled party, .however, still continued their mcetiu!!;-;· 

The Count de Clermont died in 1771; and the excluded brcthrt'll 
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having invited the Duke of Chartres, (afterwru·ds Duke of Orleans,) 
to the Grand Mastership, he accepted the ~ppointment. They 
now offered to unite with the Grand Lodge, on condition that 
the latter would revoke the decree of expulsion. The proposal 
was accepted, and the Grand Lodge went once more into 
operation. 

Another union took place, which has since considerably influ
enced the character of French masonry. During the troubles of 
the preceding yeaTs, masonic bodies were inRtituted in various 
parts of the kingdom, which professed to confer degrees, of a 
higher nature, than those belonging to craft masonry, and which 
have since been known by the name of the Ineffable degrees. 
Thes(_=) chapters assumed a right to organize and control symbolic 
or blue lodges, and this assumption had been a fertile source of 
controversy between them and t]le GTand Lodge. By the latter 
body they had never been recognized, but the lodges under 
their direction had often been declared irregular, and their 
members expelled. They now, howev-er) demanded a recognition, 
and proposed, if their request was complied with, to bestow the 
government of the "hauts grades" upon the same person who 
was at the head of the Grand Lodge. The compromise was made, 
the recognition was decreed, and the Duke of Chartres was 
elected Grand Master of all the councils, chapters, and Scotch 
odges of France. 

But peace was not yet restored. The party who had been ex
pelled, moved by a spirit of revenge for the disgrace formerly 
inflicted on them, succeeded in obtaining the appointment of a 
committee which was empowered to prepare a new constitution. 
A.ll the lodges of Paris and the provinces were reque_sted to 
appoint deputies, who were to form a ~onYention to take ~he new 
constitution into consideration. This conYention, or, as they 
called it, natiomtl assembly, met at Paris, in December, 1771. 
The Duke of Lux em burg presided, anu on the 2-!th of that month, 
the ancient Grand Lodge of France was declared extinct, and iu 
it~ place another substituted, with the title of Grancl Q,·ieut dt 
}'ruw·e. 
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Notwithstanding the declaration of extiudion by the nationul 
a~sembly, the Granrl Lodge continued to meet and to exercise itE. 
fuu<:tions. Tlm~ th~ fntternity of France continued to be hen 
russed, by the Litter contentions of these riYal bodies, until the 
comwenccment of the reYolution compelled both the GranJ 
Orient and the Grand Lodge to suspend their labours. 

On the restoration of civil order, both bodies resumed thei: 
operations, but the Grand Lodge had l.>een weakened by the deatl 
of many of the pcrpetu<ll :\Jnsters, who had originally been at
tached to it; and a better spirit arising, the Grand Lodge was, 

by a solemn and mutual declaration, united to the Grand Oricm 
on the 28th of June, 1799. 

Dissensions, howerer, continued to arise between the Grand 
Orient and the different chapters of the higher degrees. Several 
of those bodies had at various periods given in their adhesion to 
the Grand Orient, and again violated the compact of peace. 
Finally, the Grand Orient perceiving that the pretensions of the 
Scotch rite l\la:.;ons would be a perpetual source of disorder, decreed 
on the 16th of September, 1805, that the Supreme Council of 
the 33d degree should thenceforth become an independent body, 
with the power to confer warrants of constitution for all the 
degrees superior to the 18th_, or Rose Croix; while the chapters 
of that and the inferior degrees were placed under the exclusiye 
control of the Grand Orient. 

But a further detail of the dissensions which obscured masom·y 
in France, would be painful as well as tedious. They were re
newed in 18:21, by the reorganization of the Supreme Council, 
which had been dormant since 1815. But in 1842 an adYance 
towards a reconciliation was made by the Supreme Council, which 
has at length been met by the Grand Orient. The friendship 
was consummated in 1842, and peace now reigns, at last, among 
the ::\la~ons of Fmnce. 

Germany. The first German lodge was established at Co
logne, in 171 H, but it dietl almost as soon as it was boru. Sc. 
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vcnteen years afterward, (in 1733,) according to Preston,* a 
charter was granted by the Grand Lodge of. England, to eleYen 
German l\Iasons in Hamburg. In 1738, another lodge was csta· 
blished in Brunswick, under the authority of the Grand J.-~odge ot' 
Scotland. This lodge, which _was called "Tl1e Three Gloves," 
united with t.he lodges of ." The Three \Yhite l~agles," and "The 
Three Swans," to organize, in 17-:1:-1 , a Grand Lodge, the first 
est.:1 blished in Germany. This Grand J.-~odge still exists, and has 
u·,der its jtuisdietion eighty-eight subordinate lodges. There is 
a.wther Grand Lodge at Brunswick, which was established m 
17G8, by the Grand Lodgll of England, and \"Vhich is considered 
as the metropolitan Grand Lodge of Germany. It has under its 
jurisdiction fifty-three subordinate lodges. 

P1~u&ia. The Royal York Grand Lodge of Prussia is situated 
at Berlin. It was established as a subordinate lodge, .in 1752. 
In 1765 it initiated the Duke of York, and then assumed the 
name of "Royal York in Friendship." It had under its juris· 
diction, in 1840, twenty-seven lodges. The "Grand Lodge of 
the Three Globes" was founded in 1740, and has under its juris. 
diction one hundred and seventy-seven lodges. There are now· 
three Grand Lodges in Prussia, the ''Three Globes," the "Royal 
York/' and the "National," which was founded, in 1770, by a 
wan~ant from the Grand Lodge of England; every lodge in 
Prussia derives its warrant from one of these Grand Lodges. 

Saxony. The first lodge in Saxony was the Three White 
Eagles, which was formed in 1738 at Dresden. In 17-!1 anothei 
was formed at Leipsig, and a third in the following year at Al
tenbm·g. The Grand Lodge of Saxony was establised in 1812. 
It has adopted the system of Ancient Craft, or St. John's masonry, 
for its rite, and under this all its subordinates, except two, profess 
to work. 

Belghnn. In 1721, the Grand Lodge of England constituted 
the lodge of "Perfect Union," at l\Ions, and in 1730, another at 
Ghent. The former was afterward erect-ed into a Grand Lodge. 
The prt'sent Grand 01·ient of Belgium has its seat at Brru:sels. 
·--------------------------------------------------

* Il!u~tr:-~,tions, p. 1 8~, ed. 180-!. 
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Holland. The firdt lodge established in Holland, was at tbe 
Ilngne in 1'731, under the warrant of the Granu Lodge of England. 
h was, however, only a lodge of emergency, having been called 
to initiate the Duke of Tuscany, afterward Francis the First, 
EmpeTor of Germany. After the ceremony had been performed 
by the Earl of Chesterfielu, the lodge was closed. The first re
gular lodge was established at the same place in 1734, which five 
years after took the name of" l\Iother Lodge." In 1735, a lodge 
was opened at Amsterdam. The .National Grauel Lodge wa·s esta· 

bijshed on the 18th December, 1757, and now has about seventJ 
lodges under its register. 

Dl'1lma?"l<;. The Grand Lodge of Denmark was instituted in 
17 43. It derived its existence from the Grand Lodge of Scotland. 
[t is situated at Copenhagen. ~Iasoury in this country is in a 
flourishing cm1di tion j it is recognized by the state, and the reign
ing king is Grand )laster. 

Stceden. In no country has the progress of masonry been 
more prosperous than in Sweden. It aro~e there in 175-!, under 
the charter of the Grand Lodge of Scotland. The seat of the 
Grand Lodge is at Stockholm, aurl the king is at the bead of 
the craft. 

Russia. An English lodge was constituted at St. Petersburg~ 
in 17-10, under a warrant from the Grand Lodge of England, and 
masonry soon afterwards began to in<>rem~c with great rapidity 
throughout the empire. In 1772, the Grand Lodge of England 
established a Provincial Grand :i\Iastership, and lodges were con
stituted successively at Jioscow, Riga, J assy, and in various parts 
of Courtland. The order was patronized by the throne, and, of 
course, by the nobility. But, unfortunately, politics began to 
poison, with its pollutions, the pure atmMphcre of musonry, and 
the order rapidly declined. Lodges are, however, still privately 
held in various parts of the empire. 

Poland. In 173D, Freema~onry was suppressed in this king
dom by an edict of King Augustus II. In 1781, howc,·er, it 
was revived under the auspices of the Grand Orient of Franc•}; 
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who, upon the application of three lodges at Warsaw, established 
lodges at \Yilna, Dubno, Posen, Groclno, and Warsaw. ThesE.' 
united in 1 78-!, to form a Grand Orient, but the decree of the 
Emperor Alexander in 182.2 closed all the lodges of Poland. 

Bohernz"a. Freemasonry was instituted in Bohemia, in 1749, 
by the Grand Lodge of Scotland. In 1776 it was highly pros
perous, and ?Ontinued so until the commencement of the French_ 
revolution, when it was suppressed by the Austrian govnument. 
[ts present condition I have no means of ascertaining. 

Switzerland. In 1737, the Grand Lodge of Englan{l grante<l 
a patent to Sir George Hamilton, by authority of which he insti
tuted a Pro,·incial Grand Lodge at Geneva. Two years after
wards the same body bestowed a warrant of constitution ou a 
lodge situated at Lausanne. JUasonry continued to flourish in 
Switzerland until 17 -..1: 5, when it was prohibited by an edict of 
the Council of Berne. From this attack, however, it reJovered 
in 1764. The lodges resumed their labours, and a Grauel Lodge 
was orgaujzed at Geneva. But Switzerland, like France, has 
been sorely visited with masonic dissensions. At one time there 
existed not less than three conflicting masonic authorities in the 
republic. Peace has, however, been restored, and the National 
Grand Lodge of Switzerland, seated at Berne, now exercises sole 
masonic jurisdiction, under the name of A.lpiua. The Book of 
Constitutions is similar to that of England. The . Grand Lodge 
.A.lpina recognizes only the three degrees of Ancient Craft J)la· 
sonry. 

Italy. The enmity of the Roman church towards Freemasonry, 
has eYer kept the latter institution in a depressed state in Italy. 
A lodge existed at Florence, as early as 1733, established by 
Lord Charles Sackville, the son of the Duke of Dorset. Xow, 
in the year 1871, the Grand Lodge of Italy is in open and active 
existence. 

Spain. The first lodge established in Spn.in was in 17'27, at 
Gilbraltar. Another was constituted the year following, at .Jla
drid. A third was formed at .Andalusia: iu 1731. The per-

• \I 
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secut.ions of the priests and government were always obstacles to 
the successful propagation of masonry in this kingdom. Lodg-eH, 
however, st111 exi:;t. and work in va.rious parts of Spain, but their 
meetings are in private. 

Port-ugal. What has been saiu of Freemns(mry in Italy and 
Spain, is equally applicable to Portugal. Though lodges were 
esta blishcd as early n.s 1735, they always were, and continue to 
be, holden with great secrecy. One, howevn, of the influences 
of the French invasion, was the dissemination of ~'reemasonry 
among the Portuguel:)e, and the Grand Orient of J_Jusitania is in 
open exi::>tence, its seat being the city of Lisbon. 

Twrkey. Of the state of ruasonry in the Ottoman Empire, we 
know but little. Clavel says, that lodges were established at 
Con~ta11tinople, Smyrna and Aleppo, in 173S. There i::; a Pro
vincia.] Uranu Louge of Turkey at Consttmtinople, under the 
Eng-li:;h 1·egime. 

Asic~. Free1ua:;onry was introduceu into India, in 17~8, Ly 
Sir George Purnl'ret, who established a lo~gc at Calcutta. An
othcr was furmeu in 17 -±0, and iu 1770 there was scarcely a town 
in Uindustnn in which there was not a louge. In that year 
Omdit. ul Ulllrah Bahauuer, the eldest son of the nabob of the 
Camatic, wa::; initiated at Trin('hiuopoly. )la!'lonry ex.i~b; in a 
prosperous condition, in Asia. ~Iinor and all the English settle
ments, under the jurisdiction generally of the Grand Lodge of 
England. There arc several lodges in China. 

Africa. .Freemasonry was introduced into Africa, in 1736, 
by the establishment of lodges at Cape Coast on the Gamhia Ri
ver. Lodges have since been constituted at the Cape of Good 
Hope; in the islands of :\lauritius, ~Iadagascar, and St. Helena; 
m.d at Algicrl:!, Tunis, 1\Iorocco, Cairo, anu Alexandria. 

Oceanica. Into these remote reg-ions has the institution of 
·~ 

Frcemas~nry extend( d. Lodges have existed since 18:28, at 
Sidney, Paramutta, .Jlclbourne, and in many othcr of the English 
colonies. 

Anu:rica. The first lodge established in Canada, was at Cape 
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Lodges existed fi·om as early a period 
On t~e establishment of the Brazilian 

Empire, a G~·and Lodge was instituted, and, in 1825, Don Pe<lro 
the First was elected its Grand ~laster. In 1825, the Graod 
Lodge of ]lexica was organized; and in 1837, that of Texas was 
instituted. Long before these periods, however, lodges had been 
constituted in both these countries, under charters from different 
'i-rand Lodges in the U nitecl States. 

U.'Ylited States The first notice that we have of Freemasonry 
in the United States, is in 1729, in which year, during the Gran.i 
Mastership of the Duke of Norfolk, ~Ir. Daniel Cox was ap
pointed Provincial Grand Master for New Jersey. I have not; 
however, been able to obtain any evidence that he exercise(l his 
prerogative by the establishment of lodges in that province, 
although it is probable that he did. In the year 1733 the "St. 
John's Grand Lodge'' was opened in Boston in consequence of a 
charter granted, on the application of several brethren residing in 
that city, by Lord Viscount 1\Iontacute, * Grand ~I aster of England. 

This charter is elated on the 30th of April, in the same year, 
and appointed the R. W. Henry Price, G1·and Master in North 
America, with power to appoint his Deputy, and the other officers 
necessary for forming a Grand Lodge, and also to constitute lodges 
of F1·ee and Accepted Masons as often as occasion should require. 
The first charter granted by this body was to "St. John's Lodge" 
in Boston, which lodge is still in existence. In the succeeding 
year, it granted a charter for the constitution of a lodge in Phi
ladelphia, of whioh the venerable Benjamin Franklin was the first 
Master. '!'his Grand Lodge, however, descending from the Grand 
Lodge of England, was, of course, composed of ~lodern ~Iasons.t 

* I nm indebted to my esteemed friend and 'learned brother A. 0. Sullivan, 
Grand Secretary of ~Iissouri, for ca.lling my attention to the inadvertence I ba..-e 
committed in previous editions of spelling this name .Mo11tague instead of 
Moutacute. But I ma.y console myself with the ra.ther selfish reflection that 
nearly all of my contempomries baNe fallen i.nto the same error. 

t See the article . .:lfode1·n J.lfasons. 
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A number of brethren, there, residing in Boston, who were An
cient )lasons, applied to and rec-eiYed a di~pensation from 

Lord Aberdour, Grand ~laster of Scotland, constituting them n 

regular lodge, under the u~signa.tion of St. Andrew's Lodge. 
No. 82, and the Massachusetts Grand Lodge, descending from 
~he Grand Lodge of $cotland, was established on the 27th De
cember, 1769. On the 19th J unc, 1792, the t.wo Gr~md Lodges 
wore united, and all the distinctions of Ancient and ~lodern )la
'3ons abolished. 

In 1735, Freemasonry was introduced into South-Carolina by 
the eonstitution of "Solomon's Lodge, No. 1," under a 'Yarrant 
from Lord ~lontague, Grand l\laster of Free and Accepted ~!a
sons of England. This was, therefore, the fourth lodge organiztd 
in the United States.* Three other lodges were soon afterwards 
constituted. In 17 5-!, on the 30th of 1\Iarch, the l\Iarquis of 
Carnarvon, Grand Master of England, issued his "Tarrant, con
stituting a P1·oyiucial Grand Lodge in the pro·dnce, and appoillt
ing Chief Justice Leigh, Provin(;ial Grand )laster. On the ~-!th 
of December, in the same year, the Grancl Lodge was solemnly 
constituted at Charleston. Iu 1787 a Grand Lodge of Ancient 
York .l\lasons was also established at Charleston, and in the course 
of the succeeding years, many disagreeable dissensions occurred 
between this and the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Uasons 
which had been organized in 17 54. These, however, at length, 
happily terminated, and an indissoluble union took place between 
the two bodies in December, 1817, which resulted in the for
mation of the present "Grand Lodge of Ancient Freemasons." 

In 176-i, the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania was established by 
a Warrant issued from the Grand Lodge of England. Sub
sequently, the Grand Lodge of ~orth Carolina was constituted 
in 1771; that of Virginia in 1778; and that of New York 
iu 1781. 

*It ranked as No. 45, on the Register of England, while Solomon's lollge in 
Savannah, which preceded it in time of constitution, held the number 46. S~>o 

Hutchinson's List. 
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These Grand Lodges were, until the Glose of the Revolutionary 
-nrar, held under the authority of Charters granted either by the. 
Grand Lodge of England, or that of Scotland. But, on the con
firmation of our political independence, the brethren, desirous of 
a like relief from the thraldom of a forejgn power, began to or
ganize Grand Lodges in their respecti¥e limits, and there nC'w 
exist such bodies in every State and Territory in the Union, the 
last formed being that of l\Iinnesota in 1853. 

GHAND LODGES, JURISDICTION OF. A Grand Lodge 
is invested ~ith power and authority over all the craft within itP 
jurisdiction. It is the Supreme Court of Appea] in allmasoni(' 
cases, and to its decrees unlimited obedience must be paid, by 
e\Cl'} lodge and every i\Iason situated within its control. The 
go\ernment of Grand Lodges is, therefore, completely de;;:potic. 
While a Grand Lodge exists, its edicts must be respected and 
obeyetl without examination by 1ts subordinate loclges. Yet should 
a Grand Lodge decree wrongfully or contrary to the ancient con
stitutions, though there be no redress for its subordjuates, the 
Grand Lodges in other States may declare its proceedings irre
gular, and even put it out of the pale of ma~onry, by refusing to 
hold corumuniou w1th it. But in this case, the Grand Lodge 
does not suffer more than the craft in general work~ng under it: 
for every }Iason who should then acknowledge its authority, woultl 
be placed under the same ban of masonic outlawry. Grand Lodg~s 
are, howe,·er, exceedingly scrupulnus in exercising this interference 
with the masonic authorities of other jurisdictions, resen·ing the 
exertion of this power only for cases in which there h~ts been a 
manifest Yiolation of the nncient landmarks. ..A.n instnnce of tbi..~ 
kind has lately occurred in this country. In 18~8, the labours 
of the Grand Lodge of }lichigan, in consequence of the anti-ma
sonic excitement then at its height, were suspended, and thf' 
lod~es under its jnristlictiou dissolved. In 1841, ma~onry h:n·ing 
reviYPd in that St<tte, the ~Iasons of 1\Ii<;higan met in conYentiun, 
and without the existence of a single subordinate lodge, proccedetl 

16* 
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to institute a Grand Lodge. This was in palpable derogation of 
the fumlamental laws of the order. Consequently, the other su
preme masonic bodies in the U uion refused to acknowledge the 
Grand Lodge of :\Iichigan. Afterwards (in 18-±.t) this body, 
submitting very properly to the general opinion of the fraternity, 
proceeded to organize according to the legitimate mode, by the 
conYentirm of tl.e c••nstitutional number of lodges, and it is now 
t·~>co~nized as a egularly constituted Grand Lodge. 

This supreme P"Wer that is vested in Grand Lodges, by which 
they are constitut~d as the sole judges and e~ponents, for their 
respectiYe jurisdictions, of the ancient landmarks and usages of 
the fraternity, is deri\~ed from the fundamental laws of masonry. 
It is based, too, upon sound sense attd expediency. For without 
a governiug power, so large a body as the craft would soon run 
into anal'C:hy. But this power could not be placed in the hands 
of subordinate lodges, or indiYidual brethren, for that would create 
endless confusion. Graud Lodges are, therefore, its proper de
positories, since they contain within themsel \'CS the united wisdom 
and prudence of many subordinate lodges. And so careful has 
our institution been of the preseiTation of this power to Grand 
Lodges, that according to the Ancient Charges, the master of 
every lodge is called upon, preYious to his installation, to giYc 
his assent to the following propositions ~ 

"You agree to hold in Yenerat ion, the original rulers and pa
trons of the order of Freemasonry, nntl their regular sueces~ors, 
supreme and subordinate, according to their stations; and to 
submit to the awards and resolutions of your brethren in Grand 
Lodge convened, in eyery case, con~istent with the constitutim}s 
of the order. 

"You promise to pay homage to the Grand .Jlaster for the time 
being, and to his officers when duly in&1alled, and strictly to con
fonn to every eflict of the Grand Lodge." 

GRAXD LODGES, ORGAXIZATIOX OF. Grand Lodges 
are organized in the following manner. Three or more legally 
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constituted lodges working in any state, kingdom, or other in
dependent political division, where no Grand Lodge ah:eady ex
ists, may meet in convention, adopt by-laws, elect officers, and 
organize a Grand Lodge. The lodges within its jurisdiction then 
surrender their Warrants of Constitution to the Grand Lodge~ 
from which they respectively had received t.hem, and accept others 
fr?m the newly organized Grand }.;odge, which thenceforward ex
ercises all masonic jurisdiction ove1 the state in which it has been 
f)rganized. 

A Grand Lodge thus organized, consists of the Masters and 
\Vardens of all the lodges under its jurisdiction, and such Past 
Ma~ers as may enrol themselv·es or be elected as members. Past 
Masters are not, however, members of the Grand Lodge by in
herent right, but only by courtesy, and many of the Grand 
Lodges have adopted a regulation by which they are entirely 
excluded from active membership. 

All Grand Lodges are governed by the following officers: Grand 
l\1aster, Deputy Grand ~laster, Senior and Junior Grand \Vardens, 
Grand Treasurer, and Grand Secretary. These are usually termed 
the Grand officers j in addition to them there are subordinate 
officers appointed by the Grand ~Ia.ster and the Grand "\Vardens, 
such as Grand Deacons, Grand Stewards, Grand ~larshal, Grand 
Pursuivant, Grand Sword Bearer, and Grand Tiler; but their 
number and titles vary in different Grand Lodges. 

GRAND l\l.ASTER. The presiding officer of the masonic 
fraternity, to whom is entrusted the execution of important duties, 
an.d who is consequently inve~ted with extensiYe powers, should 
always be selected for his respectability, virtue, and learning. For 
the first, that the dignit.y of the fraternity may not suffer under his 
administration; for the second, that he may affoTd an example worthy 
of imitation to his brethren; for the last, that he may be enabled 
to ~;,ruide and control the craft with proper skill and accuracy. 

The powers of the Grand Master during the reces:' of the Grand 
Lo(l~e are very extensive. He has full authority and right not 
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vnly to be pre~ent, but also to preside in every lodge, with the 

Master of the lo<lge on his left hand, and to order hi~ Grand 
'\'"ardens to attend him, and act as \Yardeus in that particular 

lodge.* He bas the right of vi:->iting the lodges and in~pecting 
their books and mode of work as often as he pleases, or if unable 

to do so, he may depute his grnnd officers to act for him. lie 

has the power of granting dispensations fur the formation of new 

lodges, which dispensations are of force uutil reYoked by himself 

or the Grand L odge. He may also grant dispen~ations for se

veral oth0r purposes, for which see the artit'le " Di1.Hmsat.ion." 
Formerly, tile Grund )Jaster appointed his Grand officers, but 

this regulation has been repealed; and the G ruud officer~ are now 

all elected by the Grand Lo,lge. 

\\'hen the Grand Master 'isits a lodge, he must be receiYed 
with the greatest respect, and the ::'\Iastt' l' of the lodge :-;hould 
always offer him the chair, whiuh the Grand :\laster may or may 

not accept at his ple<lSure. 
Should the Grand )Jaster die, or be absent from the jurisdiction 

during his term of office, the Deputy Grand )Jaster as...:mues his 

powers, or if thl're be no Deputy, then the Grand \V ardcns accord

ing to seniority. 

GR~~D )lASTER ARCHITECT. Gralld Jfustl'r Arf'hitect. 
The 12th degree in the Ancient Scotch rite. Tbis is strictly a 

scientific degree, resembling iu that respec·t the degree of Fellow 

Craft. In it tl1e principles of architecture and the conne(·tion of 
the llbcml arts with masonry, are unfolded. Its offi<:ers arc three, 

a. :'!lost Powerful and two \Varclcus. The chapter is d~coratetl 

with white and 1·ed hangings, aml furnished with the five orders 
of architecture anu a case of mathematical instrnmcuts. The 

jewel is a gnl<lmedal, ou both sides of which are engraved the 

orders of architecture. It is suspended by a. stone colored 
ribbon. 

* GeL~ral Regulations, 1757, Art. 5, in Anderson Const. 337. 
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GRAND ~lASTER OF ALL SY~IBOLIC LODGES. 
Venerable maitre de toutes les loges. The 20th degree in the 
Ancient Scotch rite. The presiding officer is styled Venerable 
Grand )laster, and rept·esents Cyrus Artaxerxes. He is seated 
in the east on a throne elevated upon nine steps, and is assisted 
by two \Vardens in the west. The decorations of the lodge are 
blue and yellow. The lecture of the degree contains some interl)st;... 
ing instructions re~pecting the first and seconti temple. 

Among the traditions preserved by the possessors of this degree, 
is one which states that after the third temple was destroyed by 
Titus, the son of V espasian, the Christian Freemasons who were 
then in the Holy Land, being filled with sorrow, departed from 
home with the determination of building a fourth,* and that, di
viding themselves into several bodies, they dispersed over the 
various parts of Europe. The greater number went to Scotland, 
and repaired to the towu of Kilwinning, where they established a 
lodge aud built an abbey, and where the records of the order 
were deposited. 

GRA.t~D OFFERINGS. See Ground Floor of the Lodge. 

GRAND PONTIFF. G-rand Pontife ott Sublirne E cossa1·f{. 

The 19th degree of the Ancient Scotch rite. The degree is oc
cupied in an examination of the Apocalyptic mysteries of the New 
Jerusalem. Its officers are a Thrice Puissant and one \Y arden. 
The Thrice Puissant is seated in the east on a throne canopied 
with blue, and wears a white satin robe. The Warden is in the 
west, and holds a staff of gold. The members are clothed in 
white, with blue fillets embroidered with twelve stars of gold, and 
are called True and Faithful Brothers. The decorations of the 
lodge are blue sprinkled with gold stars 

GREE~. The emblematic color of a Knigh~ of the Red Cross, 
and of a Perfect l\Ia.ster. 

"* This was to be n, spiritual one. 
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The H.cd Cross Knight is reminded by this color that Truth is 
a divine attribute, and that like the _green Bay tree it will flourish 
in perpetual verdure. 

The Perfect :\Iaster is admonished by it, that being dead in siu, 
he must hope to re"Vi"Ve in virtue. 

GROU~D FLOOP. OF THE LODGE. 1\Iount :Moriah, un 

which the Temple of Solomon was built, is symbolically called 
the ground floor of the lodge, and hence it is said that u the lodge 
rests 011 holy grour..d." This ground floor of the lodge is remark
able for three great events recorded in Scripture, and which ar~ 
called "the three grand offerings of masonry." It was here that 
Abraham prepared, as a token of his faith, to offer up his belo,·ed 
son Isaac-this was the first g1•and offering; it was here that 
David, when his people were affiictcd with a pestilence, built an 
altar, and offered thereon peace offerings and burnt offerings to 
appease the wrath of God-this was the second g'rand o.ffe1·iny j 
and lastly, it was here, that when the Temple was completed, 
King Solomon dedicated that magnificent structure to the sen•ice 
of Jehovah, w,ith the offering of pious prayers and many costly 
presents-and this was the third grand offerhlg. 

This sacred spot was once the threbhing floor of Ornan the 
Jebusite, aud from him David purchased it for fifty shekels of 
silver.* The Cabbalists delight to invest it with stillmore solemn 
associations, and declare that it was the spot on which Adam was 
born and Abel slain. To. the 1\Iason it is sufficiently endeared by 
the collection that it was here that after a long night of darkness, 
language was ·J·estored and rnasomy found. 

GUAGE. See Twenty-four inch Gauge. 

GUARDS OF THE CONCLAVE. See Kn~"gltts of the Ohris. 
tian llfadc. 

• 1 Chronicles xxi. 25. 
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GUTTURAL. Belonging to the throat j from the Latin guttur, 
the thr Jat. The thl'oat is that avenue of the body which is most 
employed in the sins of intemperance, and hence it suggests to 
the 1\lason certain symbolic instructions in relation to the virtue 
of temperance. 

H. 
HAGGAI. Haggai was the first of the three prophds who 

fiourished after the captivity. He was most probably Lorn at 
Babylon, whence he accompanied Zerubbabcl to J ·erusalem to 
rebuild ~he second temple. In the Royal .Arch he is represented 
by the Scribe, because he expounded the law to ZerubbabeJ and 
J osbua, -which was the proper duty of a Scribe. (See Saibe. ) He 
reproved the people for their neglect in rebuilding the temple, 
and incited them to the work, by the promise of God's assistance. 
His intimate connection with the King and High Priest, and 
the masonic authority for placing him in the council with Zerub
babel and J ohsua, are confirmed by the first \erse of the Book of 
Haggai: "In the second year of Darius the king, in the sixth 
month, in the fir~t day of the month, came the word of the Lord 
by Buggai the Prophet unto Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, 
governor of Judah, and to J ohsua the son of J osedech tb.B High 
Priest, saying," etc. 

HAH. The Hebrew definite article, jT, signifying "the." 

HAIL, OR H ... UE. This word is used among ~Ia~ons with 
two very different significations. 1. \Yhen addressed as an in
quiry to a visiting brother, it has the same import as that in which 
it is used under like circumstanees by mariners. Thus: "'Yhence 
do you hail?" that is, "of what lodge are you a member?" Used 
in this sense, it comes from the Saxon term of salutation "H .. iEL," 
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and shoulU be spelt '' hail." 2. Its second usc is confined to 
what ~lasons understand by the "tie," and in this sense it sigui
fies to conceal, beiug deri' ed from the ~axon word " DEL"\X, "* 
to hi<le. By the rules of et; mology, it should be ~pelt "hale." 
The preserv-ation of this Saxon word in the masonic dialect, while 
it bas ceased to exist in the vernacular, is a striking proof of the 
antiquity of the order and its CC.!remonics, in England.t 

HAND. See Ri!JlLt Hand. 

HAR-:\IONY. Harmony is the chief support of every well 
regul<lted institution. 'Vithout it, the most extensive empires 
must decay j with it, the weakest nations may become powerful. 
The ancient philosophers and poets belicyed, that the prototype 
of harmony was to be found in the sublime music of the spheres, 
and that man, copying nature, has atkmpted to introduce this 
divine melody iuto human Jife.t And thus it proYes its "cele~tia l 

origin, by the heavenly influence it exerts on earth. Sallust re

presents~ the good king :Jlicipsa as saying, that. ''by concord small 
things increase; by diR-cord the greatest fall gradually into rnjn."§ 
Let <'Yery )lason,. anxious fo1· the prosperity of his order, ft>cl t l1e 
huth of the maxim, ancl remember that for harmony ~bould 

his lodge be opened-in harnwny should it work-and with har
mony be closed. 

IIARODI)l. A Hebrew word, signifying princes or rulers. 

In 1 Kings v. 16, it is said that Solomon had 3300 chief officers 
who ruled over the people, and in 2 Chronicles ii. .18, we read 

* E, in Anglo-Saxon, is to be pronounCl'rl ns tt in the wor,l fir te. 
t" In the western pnrts of England," says Lord King, "at this very <lny to 

hele over llny thing ~ignifie!> nLDO"g the common pcotJle to conr it; ami he tltnt 
co,·eretll nn house with title or slato is called a. hclliar."-Critical lliHt. of the 
Apofll/e'll Cn cl, p. 178. 

i See Cicero, Somnium ~cipionis. 
*Concordia. p:trne res en ~!unt, discordia. maxume dilabuntur. ll€'ll 

Jugu.rth. * 18. 
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as follows: ''and he set three score and ten thousand of them to 
be bearer:; of burdens, and four score thousand to be hewers in 
the mountain, and three thousand and six hundred overseers to 
set the people at work." The difference between the 3600 oYer
~eers mentioned !n thi . ..; place, and the 3300 Tecorded in tbe book 
of Kin~s, arises from the fact that in the former place 300 chief 
.)verseers are included that are not ·alludt. I to in the latter. These 
.300 overseers were the Harod.im, or Provosts, or Princes.* 

HARODI)I, GRAND CHAPTER OF. An institution 
opened in I.ondon, in 1787, whose nature is thus defined by 
Preston, who is said to have been its founder: "The mysteries 
of this order are peculiar to the institution itself, while tbe lectures 
of the chapter include every branch of the masonic system; anJ 
rep1·esent the art of masonry in a finished and complete form."t 
ln other words, it was a school of instruction organized upon a 
peculiar plan. Different classes were established, and particular 
lectures restricted to each class. The lectures were divided into 
t:~ections, and the sections into clauses. The p1·esiding officer was 
called the Chief Harod. He annually distributed the various 
sections to skilful members, who were called Sectionists, and these 
divided the different clauses among others who were denominated 
Clauseholders. "\Yhen a member became possessed of all the 
c;ection~, he was denominated a Lecturer. The whole system was 
admirably adapted to the purposes of masonic instruction. This 
hotly, I believe, (though I ~annot speak with certainty,) no longer 
exists. Dr. Oliver, however, writes of. it in 18.!6 as if it were 
still in operation. 

HEAL. A l\Iason who has recei,.ed the degrees in a clan
destine lod~e, or iu an irregular manner, is not permitted to enjoy 
tb3 privileges of masonry, until lie has passed through tbe cere. 
monies in a legally constituted lodge, or if it be tllC higher degrees, 

*These passa.sres a.re thns nbly 03pl::t\ned by Brother Kleinschmidt in hi• 
"Constitutionensbuch der Freimn•1ror." v. I, p. 17. Frankfort, 178..!. 

t Illu~t. of ~Ia~o"wv, .P· 254. 
17 
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in a ehapter or encampment. Aftt:r pas;-;ing tl11 o\1!.!11 thi:- J•rn.:-·e~~s, 

fm· whicb the expense is generally reduced, the brother is said to 

6c healed. 

HEARL~G. One of the five human senses, :md highly im· 
portant to :Masons as one .:f the modt'S through which the uniYcrl"a) 

laup:uage of masonry may be communicated. But the conterr: 

plation of tbi;;; subiect aL~o conveys to us two invalnn1lc lessons 

First, that ·we should always listen with humility to the les;Sons of 
instruction that come from the lips of those ""i~er than ourselves; 

and secondly, tha+ our ears· should ever be open to the calls for 

·1ssistancc, which th~ worthy and destitute may make upon our 
cl1arity. 

HEREDO~I, RITE OF. See Pofect?.'on, 'rite of 

liE!:DlAPllRODITE. Strictly, this word should have no 

vlace in a :\Insonic Lexicon; but as I have heard many unskilful 
brethren make use of it., and refer to it, with much gravity in 

certain parts of the ceremony of initiation, I will avail myself of 

tl1i~ opportunity, to announce a f<lCt to them, which has long since 

hcen receh·ed as indisputable, by the whole medical world. The 

hermaphrodite is a monster, the belief in which has long been 
t•xploded ; no such being eyer existed, and every instance of the 

pretended conformation of both sexes in one animal, has upon 
inspection prov-ed to be nothing more than a variety in the structure 
of the female organs. 

HER:\IETIO RITE. This is the name of a spm·ious system 
of Freemasonry, established by one Pernetti, in 1770, at Avignon 

in France. Its object was to teach symbolically the prct<'nrled 
arts of the alchemists, the transmutation of metals, a ntl the com
position of the universal panacea, and of the dixir of life. It is 

now extinct, or exists only in its mOllification, the "Philo::::ophic 
S<.:oth rite," (which sec.) · 

HETIODE'[, TIOY 1\ L 011DEH OF. Tlais is an order which 
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is f:aid to have been founded in the year 131-±, by King Robert 
Bruce. Tt is almost confined t: Scotland, out of which country 
it is hardly known. Th·e best account of it that I can find, is the 

· following, given by Dr. Oliver in his "Historical Landmark, It 
\Ol. ii. P· 12. 

" Its history, in brief, relates to the dissolution of the Order 
of the Temple. Some of these persecuted individuals took refu~c 
in Scotland, and placed themselves under the protection of Robe: t 
Bruce, and assisted him at the battle of Bannockburn, which was 
fought on St . .John's day, 1314. After this battle, the Royal 
Order wns founded; and, from the fact of the Templars having 
contributed to the victory, and the subsequent grants to their 
order by King Robert, for which t.hey were formally excommu
nicated by the Church, it has by some persons been identified 
with that ancient military order. But there are sound reason:; 
for believing that the two systems were un.connected with each 
other. 

((The Royal Order of H. R. D. l\1. * had formerly its chief seat 
at Kilwinning, and ·there is reason to think that it and St. John's 
masonry were then governed by the same Grand Lodge. But 
during the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, masonry was at 
a very low ebb in Scotland, and it was with the greatest difficulty 
that St. John's masonry was preser,ed. The Gran~ Chapter of 
H. R .. D. ~I. resumed its functions about the middle of the last 
century at Edinburg; and, in order to preserve a marked di~

tinction between the Roy..1l Order and Craft Masonry, which had 
formed a Grand Lodge there in 1736, the former confined itself 
solely to the two degrees of H. R. D. :u. and R. ~- Y. C. S. t 

" The first of these degrees rna y not have been originally ma
sonic. It appears rather to ha.ve been connectecl with the cer~
monies of the early Christians. The second degree, which was 
te$lcd the Grade de la Tour, is honorary; the tradition· being 
that it was an order of knighthood, conferred on the field of Bau
n ·ckburn, and subsequently in Grand Lodge, opened in the ..:\.Lbcy 

~ Thn.t is, Herorlem. 
t Tha.t i:'1 He1·oclem a.nd Ro.~y Cross. 
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of Kilwinning. It i~ purely Scotch, and given to Scotch ~Ia'~un8 
only; or to those who 'Jecome so by affiliation, ou being 1·cgisterecl 
in the books of the Grand Chapter. But no one is regarded AS a 
lawful Brother of 11 It. D. 31. or Knight of H. S. Y.C. S., until 
he be acknowledged bJ the Grand Chapter of Scotland." 

In a note to his assertion that the Degree of II H. D. ) 1. "was 
connected with the ceremonies of tlw early Chri~tians," Dr. Oliver 
t)ays that" these ceremonies arc belieYed to have been introduced by 
the Culclees, in the second or third centuries of the Christian era.'' 
Some light may be thrown upon this suppo::;itiou, hy the following 
extract from a l\IS. in my possession relating to this Jegree. 

"Q. In what place was this order first established? 
".A. First at I-colrnb-kill, or I-columb.kill, nnd afterwards at 

Kilwinning, where the Kings of Scotland pre~:~itled in person as 

Grand )laster." 
1-colm-kill, it will be recollected, was one of the principal seats 

of the Culdces. 

HERODE.N. "Herodeu," says a )IS. of the ancient Scotch 
rite in my possession, " is a mountain situated in the N. '\Y. of 
Scotland, where the fir~t or metropolitan lodge of Europe was hclJ. 
Hence the term ~oV'crcign Prince of Rose Crnix de ITcrodcn.'' 
The French 'Jl asons spell it "Ilcn3dom," which, I imagine, is 
simply a Gallic mode of expressing the Scottish title Heroclcn . * 
I refer for further explanation to the preceding article. 

'~Since tho 2d edition of this work was issued, Ragon bns publi~hed n new 

1tDtl elaborate treatise entitled "Orthodoxie :Uagonniquc," in ""hicb he asserts 

that the word" Ileredom," was invented bet'\fccn 1740 and 1 'i l5, lty tht> adhcreut:1 

of Chnrlt3 Stuart the Pretender at the Court of St. <icrmnin, the rl.'~itlencc, during 
th.lt period, of that unfortunate prince, and that it is only n corruption of the 

mcdia~vnl Lnlin word, 1
' booreclmn," signifying 1

' nn heritage, "an<l nllutletl to the 

ea::tlc of St. Germain. But ns Ragon's fnYorite notion is that the Scokh ritl•, 

for which he has but little fr:cndship, was instituted for tltc purp<1se of nidiug 

the Stuart~ in a re:o:toration tl the throne of their a nee~ tori', his theories and de. 

rivntiom: must be taken "ith >omc grains of allowance. Tho suggestion i:o, how. 
ever, an ingenious one. 
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HgROINE OF .JER fOHO. A side degree, inHituted tn 

thi~ country, and, like the French masonry of adoption, common 
to both men and wnmen. None but Royal Arch l\Iasons, their 
wives and widows, are qualified to receive it. It is by no meam:~ 
extensively known, though there are some females in the Northern 
and Western States upon wh.om it has been conferred. 

HESED. A Hebrew word, iOn, pronounced hes-ed, s~gnify. 
i ng " mercy." 

HIGH PLACES. The Hebrews, as well as other ancient 
nations, were accustomed to worship on the tops of "the highest 
hills," and sacrifices offered from these elevated positions were 
superstitiously supposed to be most acceptable to the Deity. So 
tenacious were the Jews of the observance of this custom, that 
even after the completion of the temple, they continued, notwith
standing the prohibition in Deuteronomy, to erect chapels on the 
mountains around Jerusalem, and to offer sacrifices in them. 
Even Solomon went to Gibeon to sacrifice, and the reason aRsigned. 
is, because "it was the great high place."* 

" The hig1u:st hills and the lowest vallells," says Hutchinson, 
" were from the earliest times esteemed sacred, and it was sup
posed that the spirit of God was peculiarly diffusive in those 
places." Bryant says that high places were always dedicated to 
Sun worship, which was the spurious Freemasonry. 

Oliver t mentions a tradition among the Masons of Scotland, 
that the brethren of the ancient lodges of Kilwinning, Stirling7 

Aberdeen, &c., used formerly to assemble in the monasteries in 
foul weather; but in fair weather, especially on the day of St. 
J olm the Evangelist, they met on the tops of the neighbouring 
1iils. 

HIGH PRIEST. The presiding officer of a Chapter of Roya~ 

r: 1 Kings iii. 4. t Lnndmnrks I. 352. 
17* 



IIIG 

Arch )lasons Ile is the representative of JoshJa, the H igh 
Priest, who, with Zerubbnbel, Prince of Judah, and Haggai the 
the Scribe, laid the foundations of the second temple, and resumed 
the worship of the Lord. 

illGII PRIEST OF THE JEWS. The office of High 
Priest among the Jews, was, on its first in~titution, confined to 
the house of Aaron in the line of his el1lest son, though it was 
afterwards transferred to the family of Judas )laccaheus. The 
High Priest was at the head of religious affairs: and was tbe or
dinary judge, not only of ecclesiastical matters, but even of the 
general justice of the Jewish nation. He was cousecratecl to his 
sacred office with the most imposing cereruonic~, such as inves
titure, anointing, and sacrifices. The first of these, as it i~ imi
tated in the vestments of the High Priest of a Royal .\rch Chapter, 
requires some notice here. 

The garments worn by tbe Iligh Priest were as follows : he 
was first clothed in a pair of linen drawers. Over this was a coat 
or shirt of fine linen reaching to his feet, aud with sleeves extend
ing to his wrist~. o,·cr this again v.as a robe of blue, called the 
coat of cphod. It was without slee,·cs, but cousisted of two piece , 
one before and another behind, having a. large opcr1ing in the top 
for the passage of the head, and another on each side to admit 
the arms. It exteude1l ouly to the midrlle of the legs, and its 
skirt was adorned with littlP golden bells and pomegranates . .Abo\'e 
all these vestments was placecl the ephod, which has already been 
described as a short garment corning down only to the breast be~ 
fore, but somewhat longer behinJ, without slee\·es, and artificially 
wrought with gold, and blue, and purple, and scarlet, in em
broidery of variou:- figures. It was looped on the shoulders with 
two onyx stones, on each of which wa~ in~::cribe 1 tl1c names of :;ix 
of the tribes. On the front of the cphorl he wore the brca"t 
plate, which has already been described.* 'fhe I1 igh Pric:'t u.l:::~:; 

• ~cc nrticlc IINH•t !'/(It,.. 
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wore, at his solemn miui~tration, a mitre of fine linen of a blue 
colour. This was wrapt in several iolcls, and worn about his head 
in the manner of a Turkish turban, except that it was without u 

crown, being open on top, and sitting on his head like a garland. 
In front of it there hung down upon his forehead a square plate 
of gold, called the plate of the golden crown, upon which were 
inscribed the words IIoLI~ESS TO TIIE J.10RD. * 

TheRe vestments, as we have before observed, are worn by th(' 
High Priest of a Chapter of Royal Arch ~Iasons, and each of 
them conveys to the possessor a portion of symbolical instruction. 
The various colours of the robes are emblematic of the graces and 
virtues which should adorn the human mind; the white, of in
nocence and pm·ity; the scarlet, of fervency and zeal ; the purple, 
of union; and the blue, of friendship. The mitre is to remind 
him of the dignity of his office, and the inscription on its plate to 
:tdmoni~h him of his dependence on God. Lastly, the breast plate, 
upon which is engraved the names of the twelve tribes, is to teach 
him that he is always to bear in mind his respoilsibility to the 
laws and ordinances of the institution, and that the honour and 
interests of the chapter and its members should always be near 
his heart.t 

HIGH PRIESTHOOD, ORDER OF. This is an honorary 
degree, conferred only on the High Priest of a Royal Arch 

*See Home's Scripture History of the J~nvs. B. 1. Ch. 3. Sect. 4. 
t According to Josephus, the ancient Jews gave a different symbolic inter~ 

~hvtation to these vestments. The breast plate in the middle of the ephod was 
IIDhlematic of the earth placed in the centre, while the surrounding ocean was 

represented by the zone or girdle of the High Priei't. The two onyx ::toues 
were symbols of the sun and moon1 and the twelve stones in the breast plate 
:>f the twelve zodiacal signs. The blue mitre with its sacreu inscription was l!lll• 

blematic of heaven n,nd the Deity who resided tbere.-A11tiq. J~td•1ic. lib. iii. c. i. · 
1.V e may observe further of the mitre, th<l t iu the form of the P~rsian tiara or 
Phrygian bonnet, it was worn by the p1·iests of Egypt, from whom the Jews, 
donbtless, bonowe(l it, and by those of the god :\Iithms. Its pyramidal shapl! 
ruado it symbolical of tho beams of the sun. l\laurice, in his u Indian Anti 
1JUilies,·· suggests that the word mitre ruay be dcrh·cd from Jlitllra. 
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Chapter. It may be conferred by three High Priests, but wh•m 
~he ceremonies arc performed in ample form, the presence of at 
lca.st nine High Priests is required. This degree is to the office 
of Hil!h Priest what that of Past )laster is to the office of \Y:or· 

<..; 

shipfnl )laster of a symbolic lougc. In it is commemorated an 
nneient circumstance which occurred to a priest of Gotl. The 
ceremonies, when duly performed, are exceedingly impre:ssi,re. 

HIRA}I. A name given to the gavel of the \Y ors hipfu 1 
1\laster, because, as Solomon controlled and directed the workmen 
in the temple by the assistance of Hiram the Builder, so docs the 
Master preserve order in the lodge by the aid of the gavel. 

HillA:\[, KI~G OF TYRE. Tie was the contcu1porary of 
Solomon, and assisted him in the construction of the Temple : 
furnishing him with timb:!r, stone, and artificers, and loaning him 
one hunured and twenty talents of gold, equal in Federal currency, 
to about two and a half millions of dollars. Upon Soloru ,u's ac
c.ession to the throne of Israel, IIiram sent ambassadors to con
gratulate him on this eYcnt. Solomon, in reply, made known to 
Hiram his intention of c<.trrying into effect the long contemplated 
object of his father David, by the erection of a Temple to ~J ehoYah, 
and he requested the a~sistance of the King of Tyre. Hiram, in 
his answer, expressed his willingness to grant the required assi:;;t
ance, allCl said, "I will do all thy desire concerning tiru her of 
cedar, and timber of fir. :\Iy serv<tnts shall bring them down from 
Lf'banon unto the sea; and I will convey them by sea in floats, 
unto the place that thou shalt appoint me, and will cam;e them 
to he discharged there, and thou shalt receiye them; and thou 
shalt accomplish my desire in giving food for my brotherhor.~d. '' '~< 
The timber which was cut in Lebanon, was accordingly sent it1 

floats to Joppa, the seaport of ,Jerusalem, whence it was cn11· 
vcyed by land to th<>t city. Solomon, in return for this kindw::-: .... 

II! Se-e 1 Kiugs v. S. !). 
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gave King Hiram yearly \ wenty thousand measures* of wheat, 
and twenty thousand measures of pure oil, besides liberally sup
portinp: the artificers and laborers with whom the King of Tyre 
hall supplied him. Solomon also presented him with twenty cities 
iu Galilee, with which, however, he was not satisfied, and a ma
sonic tradition informs us, that he visited the King of Israel, to 
expostulat.e with him on his injustice. Dius and )lenander, two 
heathen historians infol~m us that Hiram and Solomon con·cs
ponded frequently, and attempted to puzzle each other by sul t-ile 
questions. 

RIRA~I THE BUILDER. Among the workmen sent by 
Hiram, King of Tyre, to Solomon, was one whom be styles "a 
cunnmg man, endued with understanding,"t and he is in another 
place described as "a widow's son of the tribe of ~aphthali, and 
his father was a man of Tyre, a worker in brass j and he was 
tilled with wisdom and understanding, and cunning to work in 
all works in brass."t This is the workman to whom Solomon 
was indebted for the construction of all the ornaments of the 
Temple. Hiram calls him Hurarn abi, that is, "Hiram my 
father; which is an evidence of his high standing at the Tyrian 
Court; for the title ab, or father, was among the Hebrews often 
bestowed· as a title of honour and dignity, on the chief adYisers and 
intimate friends of the king. Thus Joseph, according to some 
commentators, is called, .Abrech, or the "father of the king," 
and this very Hiram is spok~n of in Chronicles§ in the following 
words: gnasah Hu:ram .Ab1j l'melech Shlmno, that is, "did 
Huram hiS father, make to King Solomon." The name given to 
this architect in the lodges, is derived from this passage, Huram 
ab1j, meaning in Hebrew, Hit·am his fathei. 

This Biram, from his profession as an architect, ana his birth 

*The word which in our Bibles is tr:tnsla.tecl ': ment>ure,'' is, in tht> ori~inal. 
cm·im. The cor was a measure containing ten ephahs cr baths, a.nd equal to a 
liltle more than se,·enty-fin~ wint' gallons. 

t 2 Chronicles ii. 13. t 1 Kings ''iii. 14. ?. 2 Chronicles 1Y. lti. 
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as a Tyrian, was, in all probability, acquaintL·Ll with the Dionysian 
fraternity, which society had. extended itself to 'l'yre, and if :-o, 
the union in his person of the Tyrian and Israeliti~h race~, mu-.t 
have affonled him a. fayourable opportunity, as we ha\e alrendy 
suggested, of communicating the mysteries of that fraternit;- to 

the J cwish builders of the Temple.* 

HIRAJIITES. A name bestowed upon Freemasons, to indicate 
their descent from Hiram,. the chief builder at King Solomon's 
Temple. :\lore particularly is the term u~ed in the degree of 
Patriarch Noacbitc, (the twenty-first degree of the Scotch rite,) 
to di~tinguish :\la-;ter :Masons from the brethren of that degree, 
who profess to descend imntediately, and without connection with 
Temple mal:!onry, from the sons of Noah. Some learned wri
ters, howeYer, embrace all l\Iasons under the general term of 
Noachites. 

HISTORY. The history of the order, since it has assumed its 
present orgn.nization, will be found in the arti-cle Grand Lorlrrs j 
its antecedent history must be sought for under the head of An
tiquity of Jlasonry. 

HOLIXESS TO THE LORD. Kodcsh ladonai. This was 

the inscription worn by th~ High Priest on his forehead, in obe
dience to the command of God, expressed in :Exodus. ".And 
they made the plate of the holy crown of pure gold, und wrote 
upon it a writing, like to the engraving of a signet, HoLIXESS 1'0 

THE LORD." xxxix. 30. 

ITOLY OF HOJ.,IES. See Temple. 

HOXOURABIJ~. This was the title formerly given to the 
degree of Fellow Craft. 

~There is a. masonic trn<lition that he married tlu· sister of Adoniram, nntl 
that his widow survived him many years. 
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HO~OR-~HY DEGREE. The degrees of rust :\laster and 
High Priesthood, are styled honorary, because each is conferred 
as an " honorarium," or reward attendant upon certain offices, 
that of Past ~laster upon the elected .:Jlaster of a symbolic lodge, 
~nd that of the High Priesthood upon the presiuing officer of a 
Chapter of Royal Arch Masons. 'l'he degree of Jlark )laster, it 
appears to me, is called an honorary degree, because it was in. 
tended originally to be conferred only on worthy Fellow Crafts. 
It certainly should, consistently with its own tradition, precede 
the degree of Master l\Iason. The side degrees are also some
times called honorary degrees. 

HO~OURS, GRAND. The Grand Honours of masonry are 
those peculiar acts and gestures, by which the craft have always 

. been accustomed to express their homage, their joy, or their grief 
on memorable occasions. They are of two kinds, the private and 
public, and each of them are used on different occasions and for 
diffel'ent purposes. 

The priYate Grand Honours of masonry are performed in a man
ner known only to )laster 1\Iasons, since tbey can only be used in 
a )laster's lodge. They are praet.ised by the craft only on four 
occasions: when a masonic hall is to be consecrated, a new lodge 
to be constituted, a l\Iaster elect to be installed, or a Grand )laster 
or his Deputy to be received on au official visitation to a lodge. 
They are used at all these ceremonies as tokens of congratulation 

and homage. And as they can only be given by :\laster ) lasons, . 
it is evident that every consecration of a hall, or constitution of 

a. new lodge, every installation of a \Yorshipful )laster, and every 
reception of a Grand :\laster, must be done in the third deg-ree 
Tt is also evident from what has brcn said, that the mode and 
manner of giving the private Grand Honours cnn only be personally 

communicated to ~laster :Jiasons. They are among the aporrt!la 

-the things forbidJen to be Jivulged. 
'Ihe public Gnm..l Honours, as their name imports, do not par. 

~akc of this secr..:t character-. They are given ou all public 
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occasions, in the presence of the profane a~ well as the initiJtcd 
They are used at the laying of corner-stones of public bnildings, 
or in othe1· sen ices in whicL the ministrations of the frateruity 
are required, an<l especial1y in funeral~. TLey are gin·n in the 
following manner: Both arms are cro.::scd on the brca~t, the left 
uppermost, and the open palms of the hauds sharply striking the 
shoulders, they are then raiseJ above the head, tl1e palms striking 
each other, and then made to fall smartly upon the thighs. This 
is repeated three times, and as there are three blows given each 
time, namely on the breast, on the palms of the hands, anti on the 
thighs, making nine concu::.sions in all, the Gmud Honours are 
technically said to be p;iven ((by three times three." On the 
occasion of funerals, each one of these honot1rs is accompaincd by 
the words "the u;/l1 of God is OC('omplished j so mote 'it be," 
audibly pronounced by the brethren. 

These Grand Honours of masonry l1ave umloubteclly a classical 
origin, and are but an imitation of the plauuits and actlama.tions 
practise<l by the ancient Greeks and Romans, in their theatres, 
their senate~, and their public games. There is abundant evidence 
in the writings of the ancients, that in the dnys of the empire, 
the Romans had circumscribed the mode of doing homage to their 
emperors ancl great men when they matle their nppearancc in pub
lic, and of expressing their approbation of actors at the theatre, 
within as explicit rules and regulations as those that govern the 
system of giving the Grand Honours in Freemasonry. This ·wns 
not the case. in the earlier ages of Rome, for Ovid, speal"ing of 
the Sabincs, says that when they applauded, they did so without 
any rules of art : 

u In medio plausu, plausus tunc arte carehat." 

And Propertius speaks, at a later clay, of the ignorance ~ f thE! 
country people, who. at the theatres, de~troycd the gcnPral bar~ 
mony, by tlwir awkl\ard attempts to join in the modulated ap 
plauses of the more skilful citizens. 

The ancient Romans had carried their science on this snbj"ct 
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t-o such au extent, as to have divided the.se honours into three 
Kinds, differing from each other in the mode in which the hands 
were struck ag<linst each other, and in the sound thut thence re· 
sulted. Suetonius, in his life of Xero, (cap. xx. ,) gives the narues
:Jf these various kinds of applause, which he says were called 
bontbi, 1.·m,brices and testce j and Seneca, in hi:il ".Naturales Qures~ 
tiones," gives a description of the manner in which they were 
executed. The "bombi," or hums, were produced by ~hiking the 
palms of the hands together, while they were in a hollow or con~ 

caYe position, and doing this at frequent intervals, but with little 
force, so as to imitate the humming sound of a swarm of bees. 
The " imbrices," or tiles, were made, by bliskly striking the flat~ 
tened and extended palms of the hands against each other, so as 
to resemble the souncl of hail pattering upon the tiles of a roof. 
The " testre," or earthen 1.•ases, were executed by striking the 
palm of the left hand, with the fingers of the right collected into 
one point. By this blow a sound was elicited, which imitated 
that given out by an earthen vase, when struck by a stick. 

The Romans, and other ancient nations, having invested this 
system of applauding with a1l the accuracy of a science, used it 
in its various forms, not only for the purpose of testifying their 
approbation of act.ors in the theatre, but also bestowed it, as a 
mark of respect, or a token of adulation, on their emperors, and 
other great men, on the occasion of their making their appearance 
in public. Huzzas and cheers have, in this latter case, been ge
nerally adopted by the moderns, while the manual applause is 
only appropriated to successful public speakers and declaimers. 
The Freemasons, however, have altogether preserved the ancient 
~ustom of applause, guarding and regulating its use by as strict, 
though different rules, as did the Romans; and thus showing, as 
an.,ther evidence of the antiquity of their institution, that thl! 
\: Grand Honours" of Freemasonry are legitimately de tired from 
the "plnusus,'' or applaudings, practisetl by the a.ncieut5 on pub
lic occasions. 

18 
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HOPE. The second round in the theolo::·5eal :md masonic 
ladder, anti appropriately placed there. For haYing attained the 
fir::-t, or faith in God, we arc led by a b»lief in hi::, wisdom and 
goodness, to the hope of imrnottulity. This is but n rea~0nable 
expectatjou; without it, virtue would lose ib ueces~ary l'timulus, 
and vice its salutary fear; life would be devoid of joy, und the 
grave but a scene of desolation. 

IIOST, CAPTAIN OF THE. An officer in a Chapter of 
Hoyal Arch .Jiasons, whoRe duties are of a peculiar nature, re
sembling in some degree those of a Master of Ueremonics. The 
person, who in Scripture is ca1led Captain of the Host, occupied a 
station somewhat similar to that of a motlcrn gener<ll, having the 
whole army under his command. 

IIOUR GLASS. An emblem in the third degree, reminding 
us, Ly thP- quick passage of its sands, of the transitory nature of 
human life. 

II OURS OF 'rORK. J.Jodge hours, or hours of work, before 
or after which time no busint'SS should be transacted in the lod~e, 
are prescribed in the Book of Constitutions. Tlwy arc, from 
the vernal to the autumnal equiuo:s:, between the hours of ..;even 
and ten, and froUl the autumnal to the vernal, between six and nine. 

In this selection of the hours of night and darkne;:;.;; fm· initia
tion, the usual coincidence will be found between the ccremonic~ 

~f FreemasoLry and those of tho Aucient )lystcries, showing their 
evident derivation from a common origin. 

In the " Bacch~'' of Euripidf>s, th<\t author introduces the 
god Bacchus, the suppo3cd imentor of the Diony;.;;ian 1\lydcries, as 
replying to tho qu()stion of King Pent he us, iu the followiug words: 

"Pentltcus.-ny uigbl or <luy, the~e ~ucretlritc~ pNfonn'f't thoJ? 

Bacclws.-1\lostly hy ni~ht , for venera hie i~ •larlmc~s ;''>it 

* IIES. Tu oicpi i''VICTWO, i) ~-tclf h~Jt(J'II' TCACIS; 

ulO. "NVKTW(I Ttl tr JAAol CTCJAV6rnr' ~ \£1 rr;; ,-;-, ~· 

[gurip. lf•lt'<:/1 • • Itt. ii. 1. 48!.. 
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and in aU the other myster1es the same reason was assigned for 
nocturnal celebrations, since night and darkness have something 
solemn and august in them which is disposed to fill the mind with 
aacred awe. And hence, black, as an emblem of darkness and 
night, was considered as the colour appropriate to t.he mysteries. 

In the mysteries of Hindostan, the candidate for initiation, 
having been duly prepared by previous purifications, was led at 
the dead of night to the gloomy cavern, in which the mystic rites 
were performed. 

The same period of darkness was adopted for the celebration 
of the mysteries of l\Iithras, in Persia. Among the Druids of 
Britain and Gaul, the principal annual initiation commenced at 
u ]_ow twelve," or midnight of the ~ve of May-day. In short it 
is indisputable, that the initiations in all the ancient mysteries were 
nocturnal in their character. 

The reason given by the ancients for this selection of night as 
the time for initiation, is equally applicable to the system of 
Freemasonry. "Darkness," says Oliver, "was an emblem of 
death, and death was a prelude tv 1·esurrection. It will be at 
once seen, therefore, in what manner the doctrine of the resur
rection was inculcated and exemplified in these remarkable 
institutions." 

Death and the resurrection were the doctrines taught in the 
ancient mysteries; and night and darkness were necessary to add 
to the sacred awe and re'\'"erence· which these doctrines ou~ht .._, 

always to inspire in the rational and contemplati¥e mind. The 
same doctrines form the very ground-work of Freemasonry, and 
as the l\Iaster l\Iason, to use the language of Hutchinson, "re
presents a man saved from the graye of iniquity and raised to 
~e faith of salvation," darkness and night are the appropriate 
accompaniments to tb/3 solemn ceremonies which demonstrate this 
profession 
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IDIOT. Idiocy is one of the mental disciuulification~ fur illl
ti.ttion. This does not, however, include a mere dullness of in
tellect and indocility of apprehension. These amount only to 
~tupidity, and "the judgment of the heavy or stupid man," as 
Dr. Good has correctly remarked, " is often as sound in itself as 
that of a man of more capacious comprehension." 'fhe idiot is 
characterized by "a general obliteration of the mental powers and 
affections, a paucity or dc::;titution of ideas, an obtuse sensibility, 
a vacant, countenance, an imperfect or broken articulation! ·with 
occasionally transient :mel unmeaning gu~ts of passion.u* A 
being thus mentally afflicted, is incompetent to perform the duties, 
to obserYe the obligation~, or to appreciate the instructious of 
},reemasonry, and to such a being the ancient constitutions of 
our order have wisely forbidden access to our portals. 

ILLU.)IINA.TI. llluntinecs (Signifying in Latin eulightened.) 
This was a secret society instituted in BaYaria, in 1 i7G, by Adam 

". eishaupt, Professor of Canon Law in the 'C niversity of Ingold
stat. "T eishaupt was a radical in politics, and an infidel in re
ligion ; and he organized this association, not more for the pur
pose of aggrandizing l1imself, than of overturning Chri~tianity 

and the institutions of society. 'Yit.h the view of carrying his 
objc<:ts more completely into effect, he uuited hin1sclf with a 
lodge of Freemasons in }lunich, and attempted to graft his system 
of Illuminism upon the stock of Freemasonry. }!any Freema
sons, misled by the construc·tion of hi;:, fir~t de!!rCc:', were enticed 

mto the order, but tlw developments made in the l1igh<:r degrees, 
:::o ~wcr~e from all the Yirtuous ant1 loyal prindples of :'llasonry, 
soon taught them the error they had comn1itted, nutl cau~ed them 

to abandon Illuminism with grentcr rapidity than that with which 

• I r1uotc the specific defiuitio 1 of the enlightened \H~tcr alreaJy cit\!tl. 
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they had embraced it. Among those who had abandoned the 
order, some went so far as to betray its secret principles. The 
Elector of Bavaria becoming alarmed at the political tenets which .-
were said to be taught in their assemblies, instituted a judicial 
ex.arnination into the merits of the charges made against them, 
and the consequence was, that the illuminati were completely 
extinguished in his territories.* The serpent had, however, only 
been scotched, not killed j and the order afterwards made rapid 
progress in other parts of Germany, and especially in France, 
where it had been introduced in 1787, two years before the ex
ecution of Louis XVI. It was an institution created at the period, 
when the locust plague of infidelity and atheism was blighting, 
with its destructiye influences, the peace and order of Europe; anJ. 
with the return of sense and virtue, it ceased to exist. Illuminism 
belongs only to the hi8tory of the past. 

Illuminism was by its founder atranged systematically into 
classes, each of which was again subdivided into degrees, in the 
following manner : 

NURSERY, { 

Preparation, 
Novice, 
:Minerval) 
Illuminatus Minor. 

( {Entered Apprentice, 

)lASO~RY, 1\Iaster 1\lason. 

1 
Symbolic Fellnw Craft, 

Scotch { Illuminatus Major or Scotch N odee, 
l Illuminatus Dirigens or Scotch Knight. 

r Presbyter, 
Priest, 

Les.:-er p . nnce. 

Greater 0 
' 

· { 3Ia~us 
· Rex. 

* See Robison's u Proofs of a Conspil'acy," which. although the worlt of an 
enemy to our order, conta.ins a. very excellent expo.,ition of the nature of thie 

l,~eudo-mn.sonic institution. 
J8·X· 
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ILLU)II.N.~.\TED THEOSOPHISTS. A modification of the 
above society, instituted at Paris by one Chastanier, whc, suc
ceeded in introducing his system in London. 

ILLUMINATI OF A VIGNO~. A species of Freemasonry 
instituted in 1760, by Pernetti, a Benedictine lllOnk, and Ga
brianca, a Polish noblemnn, in which the re\eries of Swedenborg 
were mingled with the principles of masonry. 

ILLUSTRIOUS ELECTED OF FIFT~JEN. .JlaUre:; elus des 

quhtze. The tenth degree in the ancient Scotch rite. The place 
of meeting is called a chapter; the emblematic colour is blnck, 
strewed with tears; aud the principal officers are a ~lost Illus
trious, a Grand In~pector and a Junior 'Varden. The history of this 
degn'e de-velop~..;s the continuation and conclusion of the punish
ment inflicted on three traitors, who, just before the conclusion 
of the Temple, had committed a crime of the wost atrocious 
character. 

l)DIANUEL. A Hebrew word signifying "God with us," 

from lJ~lJ, 'immmm ''with us," and ?N, el cc God." A name 
applied to Christ. 

l)J)IORT.ALITY OF THE SOUL. A belief in this doc
trine is inculcated in masonry by seYerul exprcssi,·e emLlems, 
but more espe<:ially by the second round of Jacob's ladtlel', and 
by the -prig of acacia. Its ineulcation i~ also the principal sym

bolic oLJect of the third or ~laster 3Ja-.on's degree. 
The teaching of this doctrine was one of the mo~t important 

of the Ancient }!ystericc;. Tht•y ~ylllbolizod the re:::urrection and 
new hirth of the spirit by tlutt final part of the ceremoniN~ of 
their legend which celebrated the re!!toration of theit· hero to life, .... 
as in the case of Bacchu~ among the Diouy:.;iaus, or the fiuding of 
tl1e mutilated body, us in that of Osiris among the E~yptians. 
Such was the groping in darknc~s after truth among the discipled 
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of the spurious Freemasonry ; and we now teach the same truth 
in the l\Iaster's degree, but aided by a better light. 

On this subject a learned brother* th tts describes the differ
ences becweeu the spm·ious and true Freemasonry : 

"Whereas the heathens had taught this doctrine only by·the 
application of a fable to their purpose; the wisdom of the pious 
Grand :Master of the Israelitish l\Iasons took advantage of 
a real circumstance which would more forcibly impress the sub
lime truths he intended to inculcate upon the minds of all 
brethren.'' 

IMMOVABLE JEWELS. According to the old system 
used in England, the immovable jewels of the lodge are the 
Rough Ashlar, Perfect Ashlar, and Trestle Board; but in this 
country, by the decision of the Baltimore· .l\lasonic Convention in 
18-!3, they are made to consist of the Square, Le-vel, and Plumb. 
See Jewels of the Lodge. 

IM:PLE)IENTS. The implements made use of in operative 
masonry are all adopted by speculative masonry, for the purpose 
of symbolical insln10tion. Each will be discussed in i ts proper 
place, throughout this work. :But I may here be permitted to 
recount the mode in which they are distributed among the dif
ferent degrees, and the reasons for this distribution. 'The twenty
four inch gauge and gavel are bestowed upon the Entered Ap
prentice, because these are the implements used in the quarries 
in hewing the stones and fitting thetn for the builder's use, an 
0ccupation which, for its simplicity, is properly suited to the 
unskilled apprentice. The square, level, and plumb are employed 
in the still further preparation of these stones and in adjusting 
them to their appropriate positions. This is the ~abom· of the 
craftsmen, and hence to the Fellow Craft are tbcy presented. 
But t.he work is not completed, until the stones thus adjusted 

* Archdeacon l\fant, qnotod by Dr. Oli\"'er, Landmarks, II. 2. 
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have been accurately ex.amiucd by the master workmnt an(l 
permanently ~ccurcd in their places by cement. This is accom

plished by the trowel, and hence this itnplement is cntru~tcd to 
the )la::tct· .JJa.;on. Thus the tools attached to each clegree ad· ..., 
monish the )Jason, as an .Apprentice, to prepare his mincl for the 

reception of the great truths which are hereafter tc be unfolded 
to him; as a Fellow Craft to mark their importance anu adapt 
them to their proper uses; and a.s a )la:.-:ter to adorn their beauty 
by the practice of brotherly loYc and kindness, the cement that 
binds all ltlason::s in one comlllon fraternity. 

I~DE~Tl~D TESSEL. The ornamented border which sur
rouncls the .Jlos<lic pavement. See Tes:;ellatfd BordeJ'. 

INDUCTIO~. Candi(lates who base been initiated into a 
council of the " Holy and rl' hrice lllustriou~ Order of the Cro~s" 
are said to be inducted. Past ::.\lasters arc said to be inducted 

in to the Orieutal Chair of King Solomon. 

INDIA, .JJYSTERIES OF. Though the my-.tcric~ of Greece 
and Rome were modelled after those of Egypt, these lost un
doubtedly dcriYetl theb· existence from the Ea:st, where the priests 

fir:-;t bcg':l.n to conceal their doctrines under the form of my~terious 
rites, and to reveal them only to those who underwent a proce~s 
of initiation. The western philosophers derived much, if uot all 
of their learning from the gymnosophists or sagr·s of I ndin, who 
Wt>re uot more celebrated for the extent of their knowlcd.=1' 1 than 
for the :-implicity of their li,·e!'. They inculcated a belief in the 
triad of gods, Brahma, Yisbnn, and Si,·a, the fh-:-:t beiug the su
preme, eternal. uncreatcrl gnu. It wa~ from the gymno~nphi~ts 

that the philosophers of other nations acquired their id<'a of the 
existence of a ~npr('mc Bl·in~, and oft he itHlll(lrt,dity of the soul. 
The instruction:- of the gymno .. ophi.;;ts wcrP ornl, antl ~cerct. They 
were commnnicnted only after a proce~s of initiation, which j., said 
to havl.' been extremely se,·ere in its trials. 
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The ceremonies of initiation into the mysteries of aucient 
India, have teen collected from various sources with great in
dustry and research by Dr. Oliver. "They formed," says he, 
c: one of the earliest corruptions of the pure science, which is 
now denominated Freemasonry, and bore a direct reference to the 
happiness of man in paradise, the subsequent deviations from right
eousness, and the destruction accomplished by the general 
deluge."* The scenes of initiation were in spacious caverns, the 
principal of which were Elephanta and Salsette, both situated 
near Bombay. The mysteries were di \'idecl into four degrees, 
and the candidate was permitted to perform the probation of the 
first at the early age of eight years. It consisted simply in the 
investiture with the linen garment, and Zennar or sacred cord, 
composed of nine threads, and suspended from the left shoulder 
across the breast to the right side; of sacrifices accompanied by 
aqueous ablutions; and of an explanatory lecture delivered to the 
juvenile aspirant by the priest. He was now delivered into the 
care of a Brahmin, who thenceforth became his spiritual guide, 
and prepared him by repeated instructions and a life of austerity 
for admission into the second degree. To this, if found quali
fied, he was admitted at the requisite age. The probationary 
ceremonies of this degree consisted in an incessant occupation 
in prayers, fastings, ablutions, and the study of astronomy. 
Having undergone these au5terities for a sufficient pel'iod, aftel' 
having been placed in the Pastos, he was led at night to the 
gloomy caverns of initiation, which had been duly prepared for 
his reception. 

The interior of this cavern was brilliantly illuminated, and 
there sat the three chief hierophants, in the east) west, and south, 
representing the gods Brahma, Vishnu, and Siva, surrounded by 
the attendant mystagogues, dressed in appropriate Yestments. 
After an invocation to the Sun, the aspirant was called upon to 
promise that he would be obedient to his superiors, keep his body 

* Hist. Initiat. lect. ii p. 41. 
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pure, and preserve inviolable secrecy on the subject of the mys
teries. He was then sprinkled with water, an invocatiNl of the 
deity was whispered in his car, he was divested of his shoes, and 
made to circumambulate the cavern three time~, in imitation of 

tl1e com·se of the Sun, whose rising was personated by the him·o
phant representing .Brahma, stationed in the east, whose meridian 
height by the representative of Siva in the south, and who~e 

setting by the 1·epresentative of Vishnu in the west. He was thl·n 
conducted through seven ranges of darlr and gloomy caverns, dur
ing which period the wailiugs of l\lahade~a for the loss of Si vn 
was represented by dismal howlings. The usual paraphernalia 
of flashes of light, of dismal sounds and horrid phantoms, wa~ 
practised to intimidate or confuse the aspirant. After the 
performance of a variety of other ceremonies, many of which 
we can only conjecture, the candidate reached the extremity 

of the seven caverns; he was now prepared for enlightenment 
- by requisite instruction and the administration of a solemn oath. 

This part of the ceremonies being concluded, the sacred conch 
was blown, the folding doot·s were suddenly thrown open, and tl1e 
aspirant was admitted into a spacious apartment filled with daz
zling light, ornamented wi tl1 statues and em blematical figures, Ticbly 
decorated with gems, and scented with the most fragrant verfumes. 
This was a representation of Paradise. 

The candidate was now supposed to be regenerated, and he 
was invested by the chief Brahmin with the white robe and 
tiara j a cross was marked upon his forehead, and n tau upon his 
breast, and he was invested with the signs, tokens, and lecture~ 
of the order. He was presented with the sacred belt, the magical 
black stone, the talismanic jewel to be worn upon his breast: and 
the serpent stone, which, as its name imported, was an antidote 
against the bite of serpents. And lastly, he was cntrnstcd with 
the sn<:red name, known only to the initiated. This ineffable name 

was AU:\I, which, in its trilitera~ form, was significant of the 
creative, preservath·e, and destroymg power, that is, of Bmhma, 
Vi.-;ltnu, and Siva. It could not be pronounced, but was to be tho 
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~ubject of incessant silent contemplation. The embleu. s around 
and tbe trporreta or secret things of the mysteries were now ex· 
plained. 

Here ended the second degree. The third took place when 
the candidate had grown old and his children had all been pro· 
vided for. This consisted in a total exclusion in the forest, where 
as an anchorite he occupied himself in ablutions, prayers, and 
sacrifices. 

In the fourth degree, he underwent still greater austerities, 
the object of which was to impart to the happy sage who ob
served them, a portion of the divine nature, and to secure him a 
residence among the immortal gods. 

The object of tbe Indian mysteries appears to h a";'e been to 
teach the unity of God, and the necessity of virtue. The hap
piness of our first parents, the subsequent depravity of the human 
race, and the uuiversa] deluge were described in a manner which 
showed that their knowledge must have been derived from an 
authentic source. 

INEFFABLE. From the Latin word '' ioefftlbilis/' not to 
be spoken or expressed. Eleven degrees abo\•e the .Jiaster .Jla
son in the Ancient Scotch rite, are thus called, in allusion to the 
sanctity and sublimity of the secrets they contain. 'l'he term 
especially refers to the ineffable or unpronounceable word the 
im·e~tigatiou of which constitutes the peculiar object of the:::;e 

degrees. 

INFORoiATIO~, LAWFUL. One of the modes of recog
nising a stranger as a true brother, is from the '' lawful infor
mation" of a third party. No ~Iason can lawfully give inf0r
ma.tion of another's qualifications unless he has actunlly tested 
him by the strictest trial and examination, or knows that it bn~ been 
done by another. But it is not e-v-ery :\Iasou who is competent 
to give "lawful information." Ignorant and un:o:~kilful brethn•u 
~annot do so, because they are incapable of discovering truth ot 
of detecting error. A "rusty .Jbson" should neYer attempt to 
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examine a stranger, and certainly if he docs his opinion as to the 
result is worth nothing. If the information given is on the 
ground that the party who is vouched for, has been seen sitting 
in a locl~e, care must be taken to inquire if it was a "just and 
legally constituted lodge of "Jiaster 3Insous." A person may 
forget from the lapse of tjme, and vouch for a :;;tran~er as a )las
ter )Iason, when the lodge in which he saw him was only opened 
in the first or second degree. Information giYen by letter, or 
through a third party, is irregular. The person giving the in
formation, the one receiving it, and the one of whom it is given, 
should all be present at tl1e same time, for otherwise there would 
be no certainty of identity. The information must be positiYe, 
not founded on belief or opiniou, but tlerived from a legitimate 
source. And, 1af:tly, it mnst not have been received casually, but 
for the every purpose of being used for masonic purposes. For 
one to say to another, in the course of a desultory conYcrsation, 
" ..A. B. is a )fason," is not sufficient. He may not be speaking 
with due caution, under the expectation that his words will be cnn
sidered of weight. He must say something to this eff<'ct, " 1 
know this man to be a. ~laster ~lnson, for such or snch reason~, 
and you may safely recognise him as such." This alone will 
cnsm·e the necessary care and proper obscrnmce of prudence. 

I~ITL\..TIO~. The reception into the first degree of ma
sonry is thus called. It is deriYed from the Latin word initia, 
which signifies the :fir~t principles of a science. The same 
term was used by the ancients to designate admission into the 
mysteries of their Pagan rites. Tbns .Justin, speaking of 
}1 idn, King of Phrygia, ~ays be was initiated into the myste~ 
ries by Orpheus. "Ab Orphco sacrorum solennibus initiatus ,. 
Lib. xi. c. 7. 

IN~OYATIONS. Nothing is more offensi-re to the trnc ~Ja
son than auy innovations on the ancient usnges nnd customs of 
tb ~ order. It is iu consequence of this conserr ative principle 
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that masonry, notwithstanding many attempts have been made t<: 
alter, or as ~t was supposed, to amend it, still remains unchanged 
-no,v, as it has always been. 

The middle of the eighteenth century was the most prominent 
era of those attempted innovations. 

After the downf<lll of the house of Stuart, and the defeat of tLe 
Pretender's hopes in 1715, his a.dherents vainly endeavoured to 
enlist Freemasonry as a powerful adjunct to his cause. For thi:; 
purpose it was declared by those who had enlisted in this design, 
that the great legend of masonry alluded to the violent death of 
Charles I., and Cromwell and his companions in rebellion were 
execrated as the m·ch tTaitors whom the lodges were to condemn. 
To carry out these views, new degrees were now for 1 he first time 
manufactured, under the titles of Irish J.1laster, Perfect Irish .Jlas
ter, Pu£ssant In"sh Jfaster, and others of similar appellations. 

The Chevalier Ramsay, so well known in masonic history, soon 
after made his appearance in the political world, and havin12: 

attached himself to the house of Stuart, he endeavoured more 
effectual~y to carry out these views by reducing the whole syste!:l 
to perfect order, and giving to it the appearance of plausibility. 
For this purpose he invented a new theory on the subject of tl:e 
origin of Freemasonry. 

He declared that it was instituted in the H oly Land at the ti111e 
of the Cn1sades, where the Knights Templars had associated them
st-lves toge ther for the purpose of rebuilding those churches aml 
other sacred edifices which had been destroyed by the Saracens. 
These latter, however, having discovered this holy design, mu.l 
being determined to thwart it, had employed emissaries who, f':C

cretly mingling with the Christian workmen, materially impcd: . .d 
and often entirely paralyzed their labours. The Chri~tians, n:-- a 
~ecurity against this £::pecies of treason, then found it neces~ary tu 
invent signs and other mode~ of recognition by which intrtllkr~ 

might be detected . ..._ 

When compelled by the failure of the Crusaders to lca·n~ rlw 

Holy Land, these pious ns well as warlike knights were inri ~ed 
19 



21~ INH 

L>y a king of England to retire to his dominions, where they Je. 

voted themselves to the cultivation of architecture and the fine arts. 

Ramsay pretended that the degrees originally e.sta11i~hcd by 

the Templars were those of Scotch .i\Iastcr, Novice, ami Knight 

of the Temple, and he even had the audacity to propose, in 

1728, to the Grand Lodge of England to substitute t.hem for 

the three primitive degrees of symbolical masonry, a proposition 

which met with no more success than it deserved. 

In Paris, however, he was more fortunate, for there his degrees 

were adopted, not, indeed, as a rmbstitute for, but as an addition to 

Ancient Craft .l\Iasonry. 

The~c dcp;rees became popular on the Continent, and in a short 

time !!an· birth to innumcra ble othcrR, which attempted to com

pen';;atc for their wc.mt of consistency with the history, the tra

dition:-:, aud the prim·iples nf the ancient institution, by splendour 

of e..:ternal clccol'ations and gorgeousness of ceremonie:s. Happily, 

h'IWl'Ycr, the existeuee of these iunoYations has been but rphc

mcnll. They are no longer worked as degrees, but remaiu only in . 
the library of the masonic st.udent as ~:mbjects of curious iuquiry. 

The a hautcs grades" of the Frencl1, and the Philosophic degrees 

uf the Ancient und Accepted Hcotch rite, are not innovation~ on, 

but illustrations of~ pure symbolic masonry, aud as such wil] be 

found to be the depositories of many interesting traditions nud 

instructive speculations, which arc eminently useful in sheddjug 

light upon the chamcter and objects of the institution. 

I.~. R.I. The initials of the Latin sentence whicl1 was placed 
upon the Oross: .JI~slls .~..VuzaJ·emts Re.r Jwl;;eor1mt. The Husi

crucians used them al:! the inilials of one of their hermetic sccret:i : 

lgn.e Nutura Re?w~·atur IulcfJ1'a-" By fire nature is perfectly 

renewed."* They also ndoptcd them to express the nmuc~ of 

their three elementary principles, ~alt, sulphur, and mercury, by 
making them the initials of the sentence, lgne l\7trwnt Rul'l's 

* Co\U'S Philosopbique ct Intcrpretatif de~ Initiation~, p. ~2~j. 
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l1wenitu1·. Ragon finds in the equivalent Hebrew letters.,,.,' 
the initials of the Hebrew names of the ancient elements j Iarni~ 

m·rn, water, Nour, fire, R1tach, air, and Iebschah, earth. 
These speculations may afford some interest to the Rose Croix 

\Iason and the Knight Templar. 

lL~SPECTOR. See Sovereign G1'and Inspector Generral. 

INSTALLATION. The officers of a lodge, before they can 
proce~d to discharge their functions, must be 1nstalled. The of
ficers of a new lodge are installed by the Grand l\Iaster, or by 
some Past :Master deputed by him to perform the ceremony. For
merly the :!\laster was installed by the Grand :)laster, the Wardens 
by the Grand Wardens, and the Secretary and Treasurer by the 
Grand Secretary and Treasurer, but now this custom is not con
tinued. At the election of the officers of an old lodge, the .1\Ias
ter is installed by his predecessor or some Past l\Iaster present, 
and the 1\1aster elect then instals his subordinate officers. No 
officer _after his installation can resign. At his installation the 
1\iaster receives the degree of Past l\Iaster. It is a law of ma
sonry that all officers hold on to their respective offices until their 
successors are installed. 

INSTRUCTION, LODGE OF. These are assemblies of 
brethren congregated without a warrant of constitution, under the 
direction of a Lecttll'er or skilful brother for the purpose of im~ 
provement in masonry, which is accomplished by the frequent 
rehearsal of the work and lectures of each degree. These bodieH 
should consist exclusiYely of l\laster .i\lasons, and though they pos~ 
sess no masonic power, it is evident to every :Mason that they are 
extremely useful, as schools of preparation for the duties that are 
afterwards to be performed in tbe regular lodge. 

INTENDANT OF THE BUILDINGS. Intcnd.ant des B:l
timents. This degree is sometimes ralled ")laster in Israel." 



220 IN'f-IRI 

It is the eighth in the Ancient Scotch rite. Its emblematic Clllour 
is red, and its principal officers are a Thrice Pui~sant representing 
Solomon, a Senior 'Varden representing the illustrious Tito, one 
of the Harodim, and a Junior \Varden representing Adoniram 
the son of Abda. In the history of the degree, we are told that 
it was instituted to supply a great loss well known to Master 
)lasons 

INTIMATE SECRETARY. Secretaire intirne. The sixth 
degree m the ancient Scotch rite. Its emblematic colour is black, 
strewed with tears, and its collar and the lining of the apron are 
red. Its officers are only three: Solomon, King of Israel; Hi
ram, King of Tyre; and a Captain of the Guards. Its history 
Tecords an instance of unlawful curiosity, the punishment of which 
wns only averted by the previous fidelity of the offender. 

INVESTITURE. See Ap1·on. 

IO~IC ORDER. Next t<> the Doric the oldest order amvng 
the Greeks. It is more delicate and graceful than the Doric, and 
more majestic than the Corinthian. Its column is fluted with 
twenty-four channels, the abacus i8 scooped on the side, aud the 
principal ornaments of its capital are its two spiral volutes. The ar
chitectural judgment and skill displayed in its composition as an 
intermediate order, between the rude massiveness of the Doric 
and the extraneous beauty of the Corinthian, has occasioned it to 
be ad0pted as the column of \Visdom that supports the lodge. Its 
appropriate situation and symbolic officer are in the E.·. 

IRISH DEGREES. The establishment of certain degrees, 
called by this title, such as the Irish Jlaster, Perfect Irish }\laster, 
Puissant Irish l\Iaster, and many others of a similiar nature, was 
an att~mpt on the part of the adhet·ents of the exiled honsc of 
Stuart, to give to Freemasonry a p<>litica.l bias, and to enlist the 
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members of the fraternity on the side of King James, and his son 
the pretender. 

ISH CHOTZEB. The hewers who were engaged in felling 
timber on l\It. Lebanon for the building of Solomon's temple. 
They amounted to 80,000. See 1 Kings v. 15, and 2. Chron. 
ii. 18. Webb calls them Fellow Crafts, but Webb's arrangement 
of t he workmen at the temple is not a correct one. 

ISH SABAL. The bearers o£ burdens at the building of the 
temple. They amounted to 70,000. See 1 Kings v. 15, and 2. 
Chron. ii. 18. They are the Entered Apprentices of \Yebb, but 
the old writers say that they were not masons, but the descend
ants of the ancient Canaanites. 

ISH SOUDY. It is a corrupted form of the Hebrew t!''~ 
' i )Q, ish sod£, "a man who is my confidant or familiar friend;" 
cmd hence it is masonically interpreted to signify "a man of my 
choice". or "a select mason." A similar expression is to be found 
in Job. xix. 19, mati sodi, that is," the men of my intimacy, "or 
as it has been translated in the common version " my inward 
frjends." 

IZABUD. Properly Zabud. He is mentioned in 1 Kings, 
iv. 5, as " the principal ofli~er ·and the king's friend." Kitto, 
speaking of the position belli by Izabud or Zabud in the house
hold of Solomon, says that the term "king's friend'' implies the 
posse:::sion of the utmost confidence of, and familiar intercour~e 
with, the monarch: to whose person "the friendn at all times has 
aoceRs, and whose influence is therefore often greater, even in mat~ 
ters of state, than that of the recognjsecl ministers of government."* 
Zabud, undnr the corrupted name of IzabudJ is an important per-

* CyclGped. Bib. Literut. in voc. Zabud. See also Jahn, Bib. Arch:el\1
• 

f 236. IV. 
19* 
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sonage in the degree of Select .l\Iaster, where his peculiar positio!l 
in the household of King Solomon is correctly defined accordiug to 
the definition of Kitto. 

J. 
JACHIN. The name of the right band pillar that stood at the 

pvrcb of King Solomon's temple. It is derived from two Hebrew 
words, i1' Jah, "God" and p ~' iachin, "will establish." It 
Jignifies, therefore, " God will establish." 

JACOB'S LADDER. "Then J·acob, by the command of his 
father Isaac, was journeying towards Padar.-aram, while sleeping 
one night with the bare earth for his couch and a stone for his 
pillow, he beheld the vision of a ladder whose foot rested on the 
earth and its top reached to heaven. Angels were continually 
ascending and descending upon it, and promised him tho blessing 
of a numerous and happy posterity. \Vhen Jacob awoke, he was 
filled with pious ~ratitude, and consecrated the spot as the house 
of God.* 

This ladder, so remarktt ble in the history of the Jewish people, 
has also occupied a compicuous place among the symbols of ma
sonry. Its true origin was lost among the worshipp.ers of tho 
Pagan rites, but the symbol itself, in various modified forms, was 
1·etained. Among them it was always made to con~ist of seven 
rounds, which might, as OliYer suggests, have been in allusion 
either to the seven stories of the Tower of Babel, or to the Sab~ 
batical period. In the Persian mysteri<'S of )lithras, the ladder 
of seven rounds was symbolical of the l'oul'::; approach to perfec
tion. Thes~ rounds were called gates, and iu allu::iion to tb('m 

*Genesis, cb. XX\" H. 
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the candidate was made t:J pass through seven dark and winuing 
caverns, which process was called tbe ascent of the ladder of per· 
fection. Each of these caverns was the representative of a worM, 
or state of existence through which the soul was supposed to pass 
jn Hs progress from the fil'st world to the last, or the world of 
truth. Each round of the ladder was said to be of metal of in
t;reasing pm-ity, and w~.s dignified also with the uame of its pro
t~cting planet. Some irl~a of the construction of this symbolic 
'-adder may b~ 4Pt:l.med from the following table : 

7 Gold, 8\m, Truth. 
6 SilvH, ))Ioon, ~Iansion of the Blessed. 
5 Iron, l\Iars, World of Births. 
4 Tin, Jupiter, ~liddle World. 
3 Copper, Venus, HeaYen. 
2 Quickf·dJrer, JUercury, World of Pre-existence. 
1 Lead, Saturn, First World. 
Thus, toP., in all the mysteries of the ancients, we find some 

ai:usion to this sacred ladder, requiriug, it is true, in some in
stances, _considerable ingenuity to trace the identity. Even in the 
Edua of the Scandinavians we nncl the great tree Y gdrasil, whic:b 
Dr. Oliver concludes, for the most sufficient reasons, to be ana 
Logous with the ladder of Jacob. 

Among the Hebrews the staves of the ladder were originally 
~upposed to be infinite. The Essenians first reduced them to 
seven, which were called the Sephiroth, whose names were 
Strength, ~lercy, Beauty, Eternity, Glory, the Foundation, and 
the Kingdom. 

Among Freemasons the principal rounds only are named, and 
they are Faith, Hope, and Charity, because masonry is founded 
upon Faith in God, Hope of Immortality, and Cl.writ; to all 
mankind. But of these, Charity is the greatest; for Faith end~ 
in sight, Hope terminates in fruition, bnt Chnrity extends beyond 
the grave. It is by the practice of these virtues that the )lason 
expects to find access to Him who is the subj et:t of Faith, the 
flbject. oi HL)pe, and the eternal fountain of Charity. Hence it 1::1 
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symbolically sail, that .i\Iasons hope to reach the clouded canopy 
of their lodge by the assistance of Jacob's Theological Ladder. 

JACQUES DE l\IOLAY. The celebrated Grand 1\Iaster of 
the Knights Templar at the time of their suppression by Philip 
the Fair and Pope Clement V. De ~Iolay was elected Grand 
1\Iaster in 1297, and suffered martyrdom by being burnt to death 
on the 18th of )larch, 1314. See Knights 1'emplar. 

J AH. The Syrinc name of God. It was also used by the 
Hebrews as an abbreviation of J elwvah, and seems to ha'"e been 
well known to the Gentile nations as the triliteral name of God; 
for, although biliteral among the Hebrews, it assumed among the 
Greeks the triliteral form, as IAn. )lacrobius, in his Satm·nalia, 
says that this was the sacred name of the Supreme Deity, and the 
Clarian Oracle being asked which of the gods was Jao, replied, 
"The initiated are bound to conceal the mysterious secrets. Learn 
t.hou that IAn is the Great God Supreme who ruleth over all." 
See the word J ehovah. 

JEHOSAPHAT. The Valley of J ehosaphat is situated east 
of Jerusalem, between :\Ioun t Zion and the :Dlount of Olives. Iu 
the ancient rituals of our order the Valley of J ehosaphat played 
an important part, but it is now very much neglected in the modern 
working of the lodges. It has been Stlpposcd, in consequence of 
the prophecy of Joel. (iii. 13,) that this valley is to be the scene 
of the final judgment. The word itself denotes a the Lord judg
eth," and hence Hutchinsou says that the spiritual lodge is 
plae:ecl in the Valley of J ehosaphat to imply that the principles 
of masonry are derived from the knowledge of God, and urc 

established in the judgments of the Lord. 

JEHOVAH. The ineffable name of God. In Hebrew, it 
consists of four letters ili n' and is hence called the nomen tr
(J'agram,rJ'W{OI~ or quadriliteral name. It· is derived from t.he 
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oubstantiYe verb i11i1 havah, TO BE; and, as it combines in itself 
the present7 past, and future forms of the yerb, it is to be con
sidered as designating God as immutable, eternal, the only bdng 
who can say forever, ''I A}I THAT I A~\I." This name was fin~t an
nounced to )Joses by God, when he appeared to him jn the lmrn
ing bush; on which occasion he said) "this is my name fore~er, 
and this is my memorial unto all generations.'' (Ex. iii. 15.) 
It was considered unlawful to pronounce this name of God, exceJ't 
on one sacred occasion) (the day of the atonement,) when it was 
only uttered by the High Priest in the holy of holies, amid the 
sound of trumpet:; and cymbals, which preyented the people from 
hearing it. This custom no doubt originally arose from a wi::;h to 
prevent its becoming known to the surrounding nations, and being 
by them blasphemously applied to their idols. Some of the .Jews 

afterward attempted, by an ingenious conuption of the text of 
Exodus abo\e quoted, to defend the custom by the authority of 
Scripture. By the change of a single letter, they made the word 
l' olam, which signifies "forev-er," read l' alam, that is, " to be 
concealed," and hence the passage was translated, " this is my 
name to be concealed," instead of "this is my name forever." 
And thus Josephus, in writing upon this subject, uses the fol
lowing expressions: "Whereupon God declared to Moses his holy 
name which had never been discovered to men before j concerning 
which it is not lawful for me to say any m01·e."* In obedience 
to this law, whenever the word Jehovah occurs to a Jew in read
ing, he abstains from pronouncing it, and substitutes in its place 
the word .Aclonc"i or Lonl. In consequence of the people thus 
abstaining from its utterance, the t.rue pronunciation of the name 
was at length lost. Nor is the question yet definitely settled, some 
Orientalists contending, on orthographical grounds, that JEIIOYAH 
is the true pronunciation, while others, on the authority of certain 
;mcient writers, assert that it was pronounced J . ..\.O.t 

~ Antiquitie:; of the Jews. Whiston's trans.; B. II. c. 12. 
t 'l'he .task is difficult tG make one, uuact{tu'tiutctl with tht• stntclul·~ vf the 

Utlbrew language, cotuprdtcnu how the prommciation of a wurll, whu:;c letters 
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Some learned Jews even doubt whether Jehovah be the true 
name of God, which they consiller to have been irrecoYerably lost, 
and they say that this is one of t.he mysteries that will be re~ 
vea1ed only at the coming of the Messiah. Tbey attribute this lft:-cs 
to the sinful habit of applying the masoretic points to so sacred a 
name, in consequence of which the true vowels were lost. They 
e-ven relate the legend of a celebrated Hebrew scl10lar whom God .__ 

permitted to be burnt by a Roman emperor, because he had heen 
heard to pronounce the holy uame with these P''ints.* 

This di~pute is not likely to be terminated by a reference to 
ancient authorities, among whom there is too great a discrepancy in 
relation to the name to be easily reconciled. Ircnrous calls it 
Jaotlt, Isidore says it is JodJod, Diodorus Siculus, Jao, Clemens 
of Alexandria, Jau,, and Theocloret says that the Hebrews pro
nounced it Ja, and the Samaritans Javah. 

are preserved, can he wholly lost. It may be attl'mpted, however, in the fol
lowing manner. The Hebrew alphabet consists entirely of consonants. The 
vowel sounds were originally supplied by the reader while reading, he being 
previously made acquainted with the COITect pronunciation of each word, and 
if be did not possess this knowledge the letters before him couhl not. supply it, and 
he was, of conrse, unahle to pronounce the word. Every Hebrew, however, knew 
from practice, the vocnl sounds with which the consonants were pronounced 
in the different words, in the same manner as every English reader knows 
the different sounds of a in hat, hate, all, 1cas, and that knt is pronounced lwigltt. 
The words " God save the republic," written in the llelnew method, would ap
pear thu:s: "Gd sv th rpblc." Now this incommunicn h1e name of God con
sists, as we have already observed, of four letters, Yod, He, Vav, and He, equi
valent, in English, to the combination JJIYH. It is now, we presume, eYident, 
that these four letters cannot, in our own lnnguage, be pronounced, unles~ at 
least two vowels be supplied. Neither can they in Hebrew. In other words 
the vowels were known to the Jew, because be heard the words cnntinually 
pronounced, just as we know that Jllr. stand for Jlicter, because we C1.'ntinually 
bear this combination so pronounced. But the name of God, of lvhich tl1ese 
four letters are symbols, was never pronounced, but another word, rulo11ai, sub
~titut~d for it; and bene{', as tho letters themselves have no yocal power, the 
J cw, not knc.wing tho implied vowels, was unable to supply them, and thus the 
pronunciation of tho \Vord was, in time, entirely lost. 

$Oliver, Insignia of the Royal Arch, p. 15. 
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The Grand, Elect, Perfect and Sublime :Jiasons tell us that the 
pronunciation varied among the patriarchs in Jiffcrent ages. 
1\lethuselah, Lamech, and Noah pronounced it Julw j* Shem, 
Arpha:x:ad, Selah, Heber and Peleg pronounced it JP-lXt j Reu, 
Serug, .Nahor, Terah, Abraham, Isa<lC and Judah called it Jovr:r,; 
by Hezrom and Ram it was pronounced Jevo; by Aminadab uud 
Nasshon, Jevah j by Salmon, Boaz, and Obed, Johe j by Jesse 
and David, Jehovah. And they imply that none of these was 
the right pronunciation, which was only in the possession of 
Enoch, Jacob, and ~loses, whose names are, therefore, not men
tioned in this list. 

Lancit says that the word should be read from left to right, 
and pronounced HO-HI, that is to say, "He-She;" lw being 
in Hebrew the masculine pronoun, and hi the feminine. Ho- Hr, 
(hi pronounced he,) therefore, denotes the male and female prin
ciple, the vis geuitrix, the phallus and lingam, the point within 
the ci1 ch', tbe notion of which, in some one form or another of 
this double geucler, pervades all the ancient systems as the re
presentative of the creative power. 

Thus one of the names giTcn by the mythological writers to 
the Supreme Jupiter, was appEYoOrj).u~, the man-'lcoman. In one 
of the Orphic hymu3 we find the following line : 

Znos ap(nw y£v£T01 Zt•·; op(J(Jv-:-o) i:rr">.£-:-o vt•Wp'fJ. 

Jove is a male, Jove is an immottal ·vir!]·in. 

And Plutarch, in his Isis and Osiris, says ''God, who is a male 
and female intelligence, being both life and light, brought forth 
another intelligence, the Creator of the world.'' All the P:.1gnn 

~*In all these names the J is to be pronounced as Y, the A as a in jitthcr, 

the E as a in nwte j thus Jelwt'(! mmzt be pronounceu as if written Ya-ho-,·ab. 
t This speculation of )lichrel Angelo 'Lnnci, one of the grenh~st Orientnli:;ts 

'lf the present day, I have at second-band. His great ·work-inteudetl to be, 
inuee<l, nn opus magnum-bas not been published, and I n.m indobted for tLis, 
as well as many other of his investigations, ·to ruy le:1.roed friend, Geo1·ge R. 
Glitltlon, K;q., \Vho was a pupil of this illustrious scholar. 
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~ods and goddesses, however various t.heir appellation, were but 
different expres~ions for the male and female principle. "In 
ft1ct.," says Russel;*" they may all be included in the one gruut 
Hermaphrodite, the O.pp~oOr/uc;; who combines in his nature all 
the elements of production, and who continues to support the yast 

crc:-ttion which origina11y proceeded from his will." 
The J cws bclieYcd that this holy name; which they held in 

the highest veneration, was possessed of unbounded powers. ''lie 
wl.10 pronounces it;'' sny they, "shakes lwavcn and eartb, aud 
inspires the very angels with astonishtncnt and terror. There is 
a sovereign authority in this nume; it gov-erns the world by its 
power. The other names and surnames of the Deity are ranged 

about it like officers and soldiers about their sovereigns and ge
nerals; from this king-name, they receive their orders and obey."t 
The Rabbins call it shr·1n hamplwrash, the unutterable name, 
and say that D<.'lvid found it engraved on a stone while he was 
digging the foundations of the earth. 

Dlanassch llen Israel states it as the opinion of the Oabba lists, 

that Jehovah is not only the name of the divine essence, but that 
it also denotes the Aziluthic world, or worltl of emanations, which 
contains the ten Sephiroth, or emanations from the Deity which 
compose the universe, according the Rabbinical philosophy. 

The Hebrew sub,..;tantivc verb I A:\1, which is i1'i1 N, is said 
by the Talmudists to be ef}uivalent to;;,;,,, and the four letters of 

which it is formed possess peculiar properties. N is in Hebrew 
nrunerically equi\·alent to I, and ' to 10, which is equal to 11, a 
1·esult also obtained by taking the second and third letters of the 
holy name, or ;, and ,, which are 5 and 6, a111ot.nting to 11. But 
the 5 and 6 invariably produce the same number in their multi
plication, for 5 times 5 are 25, and 6 times 6 are 36, and this 
iuyariablc product of i1 and ) was said to denote the unchange· 
ablencss of the First Cause. Again I ron i1';"1~ commences with 

* Connec-.iion of S:Lcred and Prof:.tne History, vol. 1. p. 402. 

t Cn.lUlet, Diet. Bib. I. 751. 
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~or 1, the begim.ing of numbers, and Jr:lw~;ah, ;,,il' with ' or 
10, the end of numbers, which signified that God was the begin
ning and end of all things.* There are many other Talm.udical 
P.xercitat~ons _on the ineffable name which it is unnecessary to 
dwell upon. To the Hebrew student most of them are fa.miliar; 
to any other they would be uninteresting or inexplicable. 

The pronunciation of the name was preserved and transmitted 
by the Essenes, who always communicated it to each othe1· in a 
whisper, and in a such a form, that while its component parts 
were known, its connected whole still remained a mystery. 

It is said, too) to have been the pass-word in the Egyptian 
~Iysteries, by which the candidate was admitted to the chambers 
of initiation. The modern Jews say it was engraved on the rod 
of 1\loses, and enabled him to perform his mirae:les, and they 
attribute all the wonderful works of Jesus Christ to the potency 
of this incommunicable name, which they say he stole out of the 
temple and wore about him. 

The .. Jews had four symbols by which they expressed this inef
fable name of God; the first and most common was two J ods with 
a Shev-a, and-the point Kametz underneath, thus : ; ; the second 

was three pointR in a radiated form like a diadem, thus li • .. 
to represent, in all probability, the sovereignty of God; the third 
waR a J od within an equilateral triangle thus,.£ which the Cah
balists explained as a ray of light whose lustre was too transcen
dent to be contemplated by human eyes j and- the fourth was the 
letter C', which is the initial letter of Shadai, "the Almighty," 
and was the symbol usually placed upon their phylacteries. Bux
torf mentions a fifth method, which was by three Jods with a 
Kametz underneath inclosed in a circle. 

Of the Yarieties of this sacred name in usc among the different 
nations of the earth) three particularly merit the attention nf Hoyal 
Arch Masons. 

*For these Talmudica.l remarks, I am indebted to my learned friend, \V. S. 
~ockwell, Esq., of ~Iilledgeville, Ga. 

:.!0 
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] . JAH. This name of God is found m the 68th Psalm, v. 
4 : "Extol him that rideth upon the heavens by his name JAu." 
[t is the Syriac name of God, and is still retained in some of the 
Syriac forms of doxology, according to Gesenius. 

2. J3EL, or BAAL. This word signifies a lord, maste1', o1· pos

;;r.ss01' ; and hence it was applied by many of the nations of the 
East, to denote the Lord of all things, and the l\Iaster of the 
world. J3aal was worshipped by the Chaldeans, the ~Ioabites, 
the Phenicians, the Assyrians, and sometimes even by the He
brews. It has been supposed that the first Baal was the Chaldean 
Nimrod. This word is repeatedly met with in the Scriptures, 
both in allusion to the idolatrous worship of this god, aud in con
nection with ot.her words, to denote the names of places. 

3. o~L This was the name by which Jehovah was worshipped 
among the Egyptians. It is this God of whom Plato spt~aks iu 
his Timreus, w l1en he says, " tell me of the Gou Ox; which IS and 

never kuew beginning.') The Egyptians gave to this God the 
same attributes that the Hebrews bestowed upon Jehovah, and 
! h ·~~H ~~h we are unable to say what was the signification of On 
in t.ht' aucient Bgyptian, we know that this wm·d in Greek, n:':'f, 
has the same significatiou of b('ing or t'Xll'tenc-e as ;n~ hns 1u 

Hebrew. The Hindoos useJ the word AU;\f or .AuN. 
I ha.ve made these remarks on the three names of Gnu iu 

Syriac, Chaldaic, and Egyptian, tJAH, BEL, and Ox, ir. the 
expectation that my Royal Arch companions will readily recog
nise them in a corrupted form, and thus be enabled to understand 
a. mystery which, I confess, was to me, at first, unintelligible. 

JERUSALEM. The capital of Judea and the .!ity of the 
Holy ·Temple-memorable as the scene of many eYents that are 
uear to the Mason's memory. At the time that the Israelites 
entered the Promised Land, the city \\as in pos:::esHion of the 
Jebusites, from whou1, after the death of Joshua, it was conqu('rNI, 
and afterwards inbalJited by the tribes uf J wluh and Benjamin, 
although l\fount Ziou fi1r <t long period subsequent continued to 
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he occupied by the descendants of Jehus, and in the reign of 
David that monarch is said to have purchased .Mount .Jloriah 
from Oroan the J ebusite, who had used it as a threshing :flour. 
Ilere, afterwards, Solomon was permitted to build a temple to 
the Lord. 

JEWELS. Every lodge is furnished with six jewels, three 
of which are movable and three immovable. The movable 
jewels, so called because they are not confined to any particular 
part of the lodge, are the rough ashlar, the perfect ashlar, and 
the trestle board. The immovable jewels are the square, the level, 
and the plumb. They are termed immovable, because they are 
appropriated to particular parts of the lodge, where alone they 
should be found, namely, the square to the east, the leYel to the 
west, and the plumb to the south. 

Jewels are also the names applied to the emblems worn by the 
officers of l\Iasonic bodies as distinctive badges of their offices. 
For the purpose of 1·eference the jewels worn in symbolic lodge~, 
in chapters, councih, and encampments, are here appended. 

1. In S;pnbolic Lodges. 
W.·. l\Iaster wears a square. 
Senior Warden C( a level. 
Junior 'Varden " a plumb. 
Treasurer " cross keys. 
Secretary " cross pens. 
Senior Deacon " square and compass, 

sun in the centre. 
Junior Deacon* " square and compass 

moon in the centre. 
Steward " a cornucopia. 
Tyler " cross swords. 
The jewels are of silver in a subordinate lodge, and of gold in 

a Grand Lodge. 

*In English lodges the je\vel of the Deacons is a. do;e. 
20 
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2. In Ro!Jal An:h Chapters. 
High Priest 
King 

wears a rni tre. 
" a level surmounted by a. 

Scribe " 

Captain of the IIost 

Principal Sojo·uner " 

Cf0'\\'11. 

a plumb-rule surmounted 
by n. turban. 

a triangular plate inscribed 
with a soldier. 

a triangular plate inscribed 
with a pilgrim. 

Royal Arch Captain " a sword 
Grand~lasterofthe Veils" a sword. 
The other officers as in a symbolic lodge. All the jewels are of 

gold, and suspended within an equilateral triangle. 
3. In Royal and Select Councils. 

T. I. Grand Master wears a trowel and square. 
I . Hiram of Tyre " a trowel and level. 
Principal Conductor of " a trowel and plumb. 

the works. 
Treasurer " 
Recorder " 
Ca}Jtain of the Guards " 
Steward " 
Marshal " 

a trowel and cross keys. 
a trbwel and cross pens. 
a trowel and s" ord. 
a trowel and cross swords. 
a trowel und baton. 

If a conductor of the Council is used, he wears a trowel and 
baton and then a scroll is added to the Marshal's baton to distin
guish the two officers. 

All the jewels are of silver and are enclosed within an equi
lateral triangle. 

4. In Contmanderies of Knights TemplrtTS. 
Eminent Commander wears a cro:-!::> surmounted by 

Generalissimo " 
Captain General " 

rays of light. 
a square surn1uU1tted by 
a paschal lamb. 
a lc\'"el surmounted by a 

cock. 



Prelate wears 
Senior Warden " 
Junior Warden " 
Treasurer " 
Recorder " 
Standard Bearer " 

'Varder 
,, 

Three Guards " 

The jewels are of silver. 
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a triple triangle. 
a hollow square and 

sword of justice. 
eagle and flaming sword. 
cross keys. 
cross pens. 
a plumb surmounted by 

a banner. 
a square plate inscribed 

with a trumpet and 
cross swords. 

a square plate inscribed 
with a battle-axe. 

JK\VEL OF A~ AL~CIENT GRAND ~lASTER. A masonic 
tradition informs us that the Jewel of an ancient Grand )las.ter 
at the Temple was the square and compass with the letter G 
between. This was the jewel worn by Hiram Abif on the day 
which deprived the craft of his invaluable services, and which 
was subsequently found upon him. 

JOABERT. This was the name of the chief favourite of 
Solomon, who, according to the traditions of masonry, incunecl the 
displeasure of Hiram of Tyre on a certain occasion, but wa~ sub::;e
quently pardoned; and, on account of the great attachment he had 
shown to the person of his master, was appointed the Secretary of 
Solomon and Hiram in their most intimate relations. He was 
afterward still further promoted by Solomon, and appointed with 
Tito and Aclonirarn a Provost and Judge. H e distinguished him
self in his successful efforts to bdng certain traitors to cunJigu 
punishment, and although by his rashness he at firs t excited the 
anger of the king, he was subsequently forgi-ren, and c-rcntu;d)y 
received the highest reward that Solomon could best< w, by being 
made an Elect, Perfect, and Sublime 3Iason. 

20* 
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.JOHA~.~HTE )IASOXRY. That system of lllas~mry wLich 
con tenus for the dedication of all symbolic lodges to St. J ollll Llw 
Baptist and St. John the EY<mgelist. This is the system now 
practisrd in the United States, and formerly in Englund. Sine~ 

the union in 1813, a change has been effected in the latter coun
try, in whose lodges the "lines parallel" are said to rcpre~cnt 
~loses and King Solomon. But this is admitted to be an in
no\ation, and the most celebrated masonic writer of England, 
Dr. Oliver, has written a series of "Letters on J ohanuite ~la

sonry," in which he strongly argues for the restoration of the 
ancient parallelism. 

JOH~'S BROTHERS. In a cnt·ious masomc document, 
entitled the Charter of Cologne, it is said that before the year 
1440, the Society of Freemasons were known by no other narue 
than tl1at of a John's Brothers;., that they then began to be 
culled at Yalencienncs, Free and Accepted .l\Iasons; and that at 
that time, in some parts of Flanders, by the assistance and riches 
of the brotherhood, the first hospitals were erected for the relief 
of such as were affiicted with St. ~-lnthony's fire. 

JOPP .A. A town of Palestine and the seaport of J erusalorn, 
from which it is distant about forty miles in a westerly direction. 
It was here that the King of 'l'yre sent ~hips laden with timber 
and marble to be forwarded overland to Solomou tor the <:on--truc
tion of the Temple. Its shore is exceedingly rough aucl ruuch 
dreaded by navigators, who, on account of its exposure antl the 
perpendicularity of its banks, are compelled to be perpetually on 
their guard. 'rhe following extract from the narratiYc of the 
Baron Geramb. a Trappist, who vi~ited the Holy Land in 18-!2, 
will be interesting to ~lark )lasters. "Yesterday moming at 
daybreak, boats put off and surrounded the vessel to take us to 
the town (of Jonxt,) the w·cel)s to which is dJffiru!t on account of 
the rwrnervus 'rocl-:.s that present to view their bare jiCt ul~s. 'l'he 
walls were covered with spectators, attracted by curiosity. The 
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boats being much lower than the bridge, 1.pon which one is c.Uiged 
tc climb, and having no ladder, the landing is not effected w£tlwut 
danger. l\Iore than once it has happened, that passengers in 
springing o~t, have broken their limbs, and we might have met 
with the like accident, ?J sevaal persons had not hastened to our 
ass-istance."* The place is now called Jaffa. 

JOSHUA, OR JESHUA. The High Priest who with Ze
rubbabel the Prince of J uclah, superintended the re-building of the 
1'emple, after the Babylonian captivity. He was the High Priest 
by lineal descent from the Pontifical family; for he was the son 
of Josadek, who was the son of Seraiah, who was the High Priest 
wheri the Temple was destroyed by the Chaldeans. 

JUDAH. The whole of P alestine was sometimes called t.he 
Land of Judah, because Judah was a distinguished tribe in ob
taining possession of the country. The tribe of Judah bore a 
Lion in their standard, and hence the masonic allusion to the 
Lion of the tribe of Judah. See also Genesis xlix. 9. " Judah is 
a lion's whelp." 

JUDAH AND BENJ Al\IIN. Of the twelve tribes of Israel 
who were, at various times carried into captivity, only two, those 
of Judah and Benjamin, returned under Zerubbabel to rebuild the 
second temple. 

JU.NIOR WARDEN. See Wa1·dens. 

JURISDICTION. The jurisdiction of a Grand Lodge extends 
O\er every lodge working within its tenitoriallimits, and O'\"er all 
places not already occupied by a Grand Lodge. The territorial 
limits of a Grand Lodge are determined in general by the political 
boundaries of the count1·y in which it is placed. Thus the terri~ 
toriallimits of the Grand Lodge of South Carolina are circum· 

* Pilgrimage to J erusn.lem and Mount Sinai. Yol. i. p. !!';'. 
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scrined within the settled boundaries of that State. Nor can its 
jurisdiction extend beyond these limits into the neighbouring 
States of North Carolina or Georgia. The Grand Lodge of 
South Carolina could not, therefore, without an infringement of 
masonic usage, grant a warrant of constitution to any lodge 
located in either of these latter States. It might, however, 
grant a charter for a lodge in any Territory if there is not in 
existence a Grand Lodge of that Territory. Thus the lodges of 
France beld of tl1e G1·and Lodge of Englantl, until the formation 
of a Grnnd Lodge of France, anu the Grunu Lodges of both 
England, Scot1and, and France, granted warrant:; to Yarious 
lodges in America, until after the !{evolution, when the States 
began to organize Grand Lodges for themsel \'CS. Fm· the pur~ 
})Ose of avoiding collision and unfriendly feeling, it has become 
the settled usage, that when a Grand Lotlge bas been legally 
organized in a State, all the lodge:; within its limits mu!"t sur· 
reuder the charters which they ha\'e recei\·eu from foreign bodies, 
aud aocept new ones from the recently estaLli:::hed Grand Lodge. 

JUSTICE. One of the four cardinal yu·tucs, the practice of 
which is inculcated in the first degree. The ~Jason who I"e
members how emphatically be has been charged to pre~erve an 
upright position in all his denl1ng8 wit,h mankind, should never 
fail to act justly to himself, to his brethren, and to t.he world. 
This is the corner-:;tone on which alone he can expect " to erect 
a superstructure alike honourable to himself and to the fraternity:' 

K. 

KADOSII. This is the name of a very import<mt degree in 
many of the rites of masonry. The word is Hebrew, and sig· 
nifie::: "nl.v, cm!sNntted, sepm·ated, and is intended to denote the 
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elevated character of the degree and the sublimity of the :ruths 
which distinguish it aud its possessors from the other degrees. 
Pluche says that in the East, a person preferred to honours bore 
a sceptre, and sometimes a plate of gold on the forehead, called 
a Kadosh, * to apprise the people that the bearer of this mark or 
rod was a public person who possessed the privilege of entering 
into hostile camps without the fear of losing his personal liberty. 

The degree of Kadosh, though found in many of the rites and 
in various countries, seems) in all of them, to have been more or 
less connected with the Knights Templars. In some of the rites 
it was placed at the head of the list, and was then dignified as 
the '' ne plus 1.dtra" of masonry. 

It was sometimes given as a separate order or rite within 
itself, and then it was divided into the three degrees of Illus
trious Knight of the Temple, Knight of the Black Eagle, and 
Grand Elect. 

Oliver enumerates six degrees of Kadosh : the Knight 
Kadosh ; Kadosh of the Chapter of Clermont; Philosophical 
l{adosh j Kadosh Prince of Death ; and Kadosh of the Ancient 
and Accepted Scotch rite. 

Ragon speaks of a Kadosh which is said to haYe been esta
blished at Jerusalem in 1118, but I iwagine that this can be no 
other than the order of Knights Templars. 

Of these degrees, we need pay little attention to any except that 
of the Ancient and Accepted Scotch rite, the most important 
of the few that continue to be worked. See Kwight of Kadosh. 

KASSIDEANS. (Reb. chasid'im, p1.'ous.) The Kassideans 
or Assideans, (though the etymology of the word indicates that 
the former is the better spelling,) are described in the 1st Book 
of )Iaccabees ii. 42, as "mighty men of Israel, such as were 
voluntarily devoted unto the law," They were a frntcrnity emi
nently pious and charitable, who devoted themselves particularly 
to repairing the Temple and keeping it in order. They were, 

*·whence probably is dcrhred lho Caduceus of l\lercury. 
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therefore, not only content to pay the usual tribute, but charged 
themselves with greater expense on that account. Their '..lsHal 
oatn was " by the temple." This sect arose either during the 
captivity, or soon after the restoration. Scaliger contends that 

they were the source whence, in after times, sprung the Es~en~s, 
that body whose close connection with the Freemasons has been 
so much insisted on by certain writers. Hence Lawrie infm s 
their relationship to the architects who built the house of tLe 
Lord for Solomon, and calls them "Knights of the Temple of 
Jerusalem." They were, in fact, the conservators of masomy 
among the J cws, and deposited it with their successors, the 
Essenians, who brought it down beyond the times of Christ. 

\ 

KEY. The key was anciently an emblem of power, and as 
such has been adopted as the jewel of the Treasurer in a Blue 
lodge, because he has the purse under his command. The key 
is also a symbol of silence and circumspection, and as such has 
been adopted as one of the emblems of the Royal Arch Tracing 
Board. "Tl1e key," says Dr. Oliver, "is one of tl1e most im
portant symbols of Freemasonry. It bears the appearance of a 
common metal instrument, confined to the performance of one 
siwple act. But the well instructed brother beholds in it the 
symbol which teaches him to keep a tongue of good report, and 
to abstain from the debasing vices of slander and defamation."* 

KEY OF 1\IASONRY. See Knight of the Sun . 

KEY-STOXE. That stone placed in the centre of an arch 
which preserves the others in their places, and secures firmness 
and stability to the arch. As it was formerly the custom of 
operative masons to place a peculiar mark on each stone of a 
building to designate the workman by whom it bnd been ad
justed, so the Key-Stone was most likely to rcceire the most 
prominent mark, tbttt of the superintendent of the structure. 

* Hil:itoricu.l Landmarks, I. 180. 
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Such is related to have occmTed to that Key-Stont which plays 
so iru portant a part in the legend of the Royal Arch degree. 

The objection has sometimes been made, that the arch was 
unknown to the times of Solomon. But this objection has been 
completely ]aid at rest by the researches of antiquaries ancl 
travellers within a few years past. 'Vilkinson disuoyercd arches 
with regular key-stones in the doorways of the tombs of Thebes, 
the construction of which he traced to the year 1540, B. C., or 
460 years before the building of the Temple of Solomon. And 
Dr. Clark asserts that the Cycoplean gallery of Tyrius exhibits 
lancet-shaped arches almost as old as the times of Abraham. In 
fact, at the era of the building of the Temple, the construction 
of the arch '\vas a secret, which was, however, known to the 
Dionysian Artificers, many of whom were present and engaged 
in the works of the Temple, and of which society we haye else
where said that there was every reason to believe that Hiram 
Abif was a member. 

KIJ.JWIN~ING. As the city of York claims to be the 
bil:thplace of masonry in England, the obscure little village of 
Kilwinning is entitled to the same honour with respect to the 
origin of the order in tho sister kingdom of Scotland. ...>\. place, 
in itself small and wholly unclistinguishable in the political, th~ 
literary, or rhe commercial annals of its country, has become of 
gr(•at importance in the estimation of the masonic antiquary from 
its intimate connection with the history of the institution. 

The abbey of Kilwinning is situated in the bailiwick of Cun
ningham, about three miles north of the royal burgh of Irving, 
near the Iri:-;b Sea. The abLey was founded in the year 11-W, 
by Hugh i'Iorville, Constable of Scotlaml, and dedic<ltcd to St. 
'\\Tinning, being intended for a compauy of ::uonk:- of the Tyro
uesian orller, who had been brought from Kelso. The cdiU.~c 

must have been constructed at great expense, and with much 
rnugnifi.cence, since it is said to bave occupied several acres of 
ground in its whole extent .. 



2-lO KIL 

Laurie says, that, by authentic documents as well as hy other 
collateral arQ.uments which amount almost to a demonstration, 

<..,; 

t.hc ex.i;;tcnce of the Kihdnniug lodge has been traced back as 
far as the encl of the fifteenth century, But we know that the 
body of architects who pemmbulated the continent of Europe, 
under the uarnc of " T?aT"elling Freemasons,'' flourished at a 
much earlier period; and we learn, also, from Laurie himself, 
that several of these .1\laaons tr:wellE>d into Scotland, about the 
beginning of the twelfth century.* Hence, we have every 
reason to suppose that these men were the architects who con
struct~d the abb~:y at Kilwinning, anu who first e~tablished the 
institu tion of Frc('masonry in Scotland. If such be the fact, we 
must place the origin of the first lodge in that kingdom at an 
earlier date, by three centuries, than that claimed for it by 
Laurie, which would bring it much nearer, in point of time, to 
the great l\Iasouic As~embly, convened in the year 9:26, by 
Prince Edwin, at York, in England. 

There jg some collaterhl evidence to sustain the probability of 
this early counuencement of masonry in Scotland. It is very 
generally admitted that the Royal Order of Herodem was 
founded by King Robert Bruce, at Kilwinning. 1'hory, in t he 
" Acta. Latamorum," gives the following chronicle : " Robert. 
Bruce, King of Scotland, under the title of Hobert I., created 
the order of St. Andrew of Chardon, after the battle of Ban~ 

nockbnrn, which was fought on the 2-1th of J une, 1314. To 
th is order was afterward united that of Herodem, for the sake 
of the Scotch :Jlasons, who formed a part of the thirty thousand 
trOO})S with whom he hatl fought an army of one hundred thou
saud Englishmen. King Robert reseryed the title of Grand 
:Jiaster to himself and his successors fol'evcr, and founded the 
Royal Grand Lodge of He)'f)dem at Kihvinning. 

Dr. Oliver says that "the Royal Order of Herodem hn.d 
formerly its chief seat at Kilwinning; and there 1s every real)Oll 

---------------------------------------·-
* llistory of Freemasonry, p. 89. 
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to think that it and St. John's masonry were th~n governed by 
the same Grand Lodge." 

In 1820, there ·was published, at Paris, a record which states 
that in 1286, James, Lord Stewart, received the Earls of Glou
cester and Ulster into his lodge at Kilwinning, which goes to 
prove that a lodge was then existing and in active operation <\ t 
that place. 

I confess that I am disposed to give some credit to the autho
rity of these documents. They, at least, furnish the evidence 
that there has been a general belief among the fraternity of the 
antiquity of the Kilwinning Lodge. Those, howevet·, whose faith 
js of a more hesitating character, will find the most satisfactory 
testimonies of the existence of that lodge in the beginning of the 
fifteenth century. At that period, when James II. was on the 
throne, the Barons of Roslin, as hereditary Grand ~lasters of 
Scotland, held their annual meetings at Kilwinning, and the 
lodge at that place granted warrants of constitution for the for
mation of subordinate lodges in other parts of the kingdom. 
The lodges. thus formed, in token of their respect for, and sub
mission to, the mother lodge, whence they derived their existence, 
affixed the word Kilwinning to their own distinctive name, many 
instances of which are still to be found on the register of the 
Grand Lodge of Scotland-such as Cannongate Kilwinning, 
Greenock K.il winning, Cumberland Kilwin oing, &c. 

But, in process of time, this Grand Lodge at Kilwinning 
ceased to retain its supreruacy, aod finally its very existence. 
As in the case of the sister kingdom, where the Grand J..~odgc 

was removed from York, the birthplace of English masonry, to 
Loudoll, so in Scotland, the supreme seat of the order was at 
length tran:;ferred from Ki1wiuning to the wt>tropolis; an:l 
hence, in the cloeument entitled the " Charter of Cologne," 
which purports to have been written iu 15:35, we find, iu a hst 
of nineteen Grand Lotlges in Europe, that that of Scotland is 
wcntionccl as sitting at EdinbUI·g, under the Grand Jlastcrship of 
John Bruce. In 17-!3, the Lodge of Kilwiuuiug, nlt.hough uu1 

21 
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Yersally admitted to have been the cradle of Scottish ma::;onry, 
was compelled to content itscl.f with the second number on the 
register of the Grand Louge, in cou-,cquence of its records 
having been destroyed by fire, while the lodge of St. ~Iary's 

Chapel, having been more fortunate in pre~erving its archives as 
far back as the year 1598, received the first number and the pre
cedence among the lodges of Scotland. 

Here terminates the councction of Kilwiuning as a place of 
auy importance with Scottish masonry. A lodge long continued 
to exjst there, and may probably still remain ; but its honours 
und dignities consist only in the recollections of its veuerable 
origin, au<.l in the union of its name with many of the most opu
lent and respectable lodges of Scotland. .As for the abbey, the 
stup ·ndous fabric which was executed by the Freemasons who 
first migrated into Scotlnml, its history, like that of the lodge 
whi<;h they founcled, is one of decline and decay. In 1560 it 
\'ias in a great measure demolished by Alexander, Earl of Glen
~airne, in obedience to an order from the States of Scotland, in 
the exercise of their usurped authority during the impri~onment 
of :Mary Stuart. A few years afterward, a part of the abbey 
chapel was repaired and com·erted into the p~rish church, and 
was useu as such until about the year 1775, whru, in conse
quence; of its ruinous and dangerous state, it was pulled clown 
and an elegant church erected, in the modern style. In 1780, 
so much of the ancient abbey remained as to enable Grose, the 
antiquary, to take a sketch of the ruins j but now, not a vestige 
of the building is to be found, nor can its exact site be ascertained 
with any precision. 

KING. The second officer in a Royal Arch Chapter. He is 
the representative of Zerubbabel, prince or g-overnor of Judah. 
\\'"hen the chapter meets as a lodge of )lark, Past, or ~lost Excei
lent 1\lastcrs, the King acts as Senior \Varuen. Sec Zrnt~~u~,..z. 

After tbe rebuilding of the second temple, the governlllL'Ilt of 
the J cws was administered by the High Prit sts a8 the Yit:e-
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~erents of the Kings of Per~ia, to whom they paid tribute. 
rJ'his is the reason that the High Priest is the presiding officer in 
n chapter, and the King only a subordinate. 

KNEELING. See Gemiflection. 

KNIGHTHOOD, ORDERS OF. In the article on the 
Urusades, I have stated the impossibility of admitting that we 

are indebted to them for the introduction of masonry into Eu
rope, and the reason assigned was its inconsistency with historical 
facts . The objection, however, does not exist against the opinion 
that the orders of knighthood assumed the masonic character 
from the influence of these wars. On the· contrary, we have 
every reason for believing that the knights who visited P alestine 
organized their chivalric system upon the model of the masonic 
institutions which existed there, and inta which, we may also 
presume, that most of them were admitted. Upon this subject 
we have something more than mere conjecture to direct us, for 
we are informed by Adler, who wrote an account of the Associa- · 
tion of Druses on :Mount Libanus, that the Knights Templars 
were actually members of the Syriac fraternities.* 

The oldest order of masonic knighthood is said by a writer in 
the Freemason's Quarterly Review, to be the Rosy Cross of Scot
land, t and the fact that it unites the Trowel with the Sword, an 
u'!lion which the more modern orders have sought to avoid, is ad
duced as evidence of this antiquity. The same union of tho 
Sword and Trowel is likewise adopted by the Knights of the 
East, who also claim to be the most ancient order of masomc 
knighthood. 

IL..~IGHT OF THE BRAZEN SERPENT. Ohevalie-r du 
Serpent d' ai'rain. The 25th degree in the Ancient Scotch rite. 

*'Adler, de Drusis Mont. Liban. 
t 'l'his is not the same degree as the Rose Croix of the Ancient and 

Accepted rite. For some account of it, see the word Heredom in :his Lexi~on. 
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The history of this degree is founded upon the l'ircum::.tance8 re· 
latcd in numbers, ch. x:-ri. vcr. 6-0: "And the Lord sent fiery 
serpents among the people, ancl they bit the people j and nmch 
people of Israel died. 'rherefore the people came to ~loses, an<1 
said, \V e have sinned; for we have spoken against the Lord, and 
against thee: pray unto the Lord that he take away the serpents 
from us. And Moses prayed for the people. And the Loru 
said unto )loses, make thee a fiery serpent, and set it upon a 
pole : and it shall come to pass, that eyery one that is bitten, 
when he looketh upon it shall live. And i\lose~ made a serpent 
of brass, and put it upon a pole; and it came to pa~s, that if a 
serpent had bitten ~ny man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, 
he lh·cd." The hangings of the lodge arc red and blue. A 
transparency, representing the Burning Bush with the Incommu
nicable name in the centre, is placed over the throne. A conical 
mount, elc\atecl on five steps, is placed in the centre of the room. 
The lodge has but one light. It is named the Court of Sinai. 
The presiding officer is styled "~lost Powerful Grand l\laster," 
and represents l\Ioses; the \V ardens arc called ".Dlinisters," anu 
represent Aaron and .Joshua ; the Orator is !:ityled "Pontiff,'' 
and the Secretary "Grand Graver." The candidate is called 
"A 'l'raveller." The jewel is a serpent entwined around a tau 
cross, standing upon a triangle, with the inscription i11:1'. It 
is suspended from a white ribbon. 

The knights say that this degree was founded in the time or 
the Crusades, by John Ralph, who established the order in the 
Holy Land as a military and monastic society, and gave it the 
name of the Brazen Serpent, because it was a part of their obli
gation to receive and gratuitously nurse sick travellers, to protect 
them againRt the attacks of the Saracens, aud co;:cort them safely 
to Palestine; thus alluding to the healing and ~aviug virtues of 
the Brazen Serpent among the Israelites in the wiltlerncss. 

KNlGHT OF TilE Al\IERICAN' EAGLE. A side degrc.~, 
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of a military characteT, which was invented, I think, in Texas 
or some of the \V estern States. 

KNIGHT Ol!, THE CHRISTIAN l\lARK, AND GUARD 
OF THE CO~CLA VE. The first degree in a Council of the 
Trinity. This order is said to have been organized by Pope 
Alexander for the defence of his person, and to have been origi
nally selected from the most worthy Knights of St. John of 
Jerusalem. Their ceremonies are founded on certain passages in 
the Books of Ezekiel and Jeremiah. The officers are an Invin
cible }{night, Senior ancl Junior Knight, six Grand Ministers, 
Recorder, Treasurer, Conductor, and Guard. The jewel is a 
triangular plate of gold, with the letter G within a five-pointed 
star engraved on one side, and seven eyes on the other. The 
motto of the order is, " Christus regnat, vincit, triumphaL Rex 
regnantium, Dominus clominantium." Christ reigns, conquers 
and triumphs. King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 

The degree is given in New-York Commanderies of Knights 
Templal', aftel' the Knight of J)falta. 

K~IGHT OF CONSTANTINOPLB. A side degree, insti
tuted, doubtless, by some Lecturer, teaching, however, an excel
lent moral lesson of humility. .Its history has no connection 
whatever with masonry. The degree is not very extensi,•ely 
diffused, but several :Masons, especially in the \Vestern States, 
are in possession of it. It may be conferred by any l\Iaster 
Mason on another, although the proper performance of the cere
monies requires the assistance of several. When the degree is 
formally conferred, the body is called a Council, and consists of 
~he following officers : Illustrious Sovereign, Chief of f1e Arti .. 
zaus, Seneschal, Conductor, Prefect of the Palace, and Captau~ 
of the Guards. 

KNIGHT OF THE EAGLE. See Rose Oro{x. 
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KNIGIIT OF THE EAST. Ohn:alier d' Orient. The l 5th 

degree ic the Ancient Scotch rite. This is a very intere1'ting 
degree. It is founded upon the circumstance uf the assistanco 
rendered by Darius to the Jews, who had been liberated from 
their captivity at Babylon, and who had been prevented after tho 
death of Cyrus, by their enemies, from completing their purpos£ 
of rebuilding the temple. The meetings ar~ calle1l "Councils.' 7 

The hangings of the council chamber arc water-coloured, inter· 
spersed with red, in allusion to certain evcuts that occurred at 
the river Euphrates, on the l'eturn of the l :;;raelitcs f\·om ~ap
tivity. It is illuminated hy seventy-two light.s, in memory of 
the seventy-two years of captivity, and also for another reason. 

All the Knights are decorated with a green watered ribbon 
from the right shoulder to the left hip, a wooden J.Jridge being 
painted on the front of it, with the lett.ers Y and H npon it. It 
is also painted over with the heads and limbs of bodies newly 
slain. The apron is lined with red, and bordered with green, 
hu.ving three heaps of triangular chains painted on it, and on the 
nap a bloody head between two swords in saltire. The officers 
are: 1, Cyt-us or Bon•rcign ; 2, Nehemias or Grnud Keeper of 
the Seals; 3, Sathrahm:aues or Grand General; 4, ~Jithridatcs 
ur Grand Treasnrer; f>, t:idru1; or ~Iiuister of State. The 
Knights of the Ea::;t aftcn\anls) in Palestiuc, a ... sumed the name 

of Knights of the Hctl Cross, u11cler which name a degree is now 
given, as preparatory to that of Knight TemJ)lar. 

Scripture and the traditions of the order furni~h us with many 
interesting facts in relation to this degree. The Knights of the 
Ea::-t are said to derive their origin from the captivity of the 
I:-:raelites in Babylon. After seventy-two years of senitude, 
they were restored to liberty by Cyrus, king of 1\•r..,ia. through 
the intercession of ~erubbnbel, a }Jrincc of the trilc of J nllnh, 
anu Nehemias, a holy man of a distingui:-hcd Htmily. 

Cyrus then permitted the J cws to l'eturn to ,Jerusalem, for tho 
purpoge of rehuilding the temple .• and he ruu;-.eu all tltc holy vcs· 
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sels and orn~ments which had been carried away at its destruc
tion by Nebuzaradan, to be res tored to them. 

He entrusted the command of the returning captives to Zc
ruJ;lbabel, and issued an edict for their free pas~age from Syria to 
J erusalem. Zerubbabel then assembled the Israelites, to the 
number of 42,360, exclusive of slaves and ser:vants, and having 
armed those :Masons who had escaped the fury of the enemy at 
the destruction of the old temple, amounting to 7000, he placed 
them at the head of the people to fight such as should oppose 
their return to Judea. The march was prosperous as far as the 
banks of the Euphrates, where Zerubbabel first found armed 
troops to oppose their passage. A battle now ensued, and all the 
enemy, to a man, were either drowned in the river or cut to 
pieces at the passage of the bridge. 

After a march of four months, the Israelites arri\'ed at Jeru~ 
salem on the 22d of June. Seven days after they began to lay 
out the work of the new temple. The workmen were divided, 
as at the building of the old temple, into classes, over which a 

chief with two assistants presidecl; every degree of each class 
was paid according to its rank, and each class had its distincti\'e 
modes of recognition. 

The works had scarcely been begun, before the workmen were 
disturbed by the persecutions of the neighbouring Samaritans, 
who, influenced by envy, were determined to oppose the recon
struction of the edifice. · But Zerubbabel ordered, as a n-?easure 
of precaution, that the :l\Iasons should work with a sword in one 
hand and a trowel in the other, that they might be able at any 
moment to defend themsel"es from the attacks of their enemies. 

This second temple occupied forty-six years in its construction) 
having been begun in the reign of Cyrus and completed in tbat 
of Arta..x.erxes. I t was consecrated in the same manner as Solo
mon ha.d consecrated the first. From the :'llasons who constructed 
it, and who were created Knights of the East by Cyrus, the 
p1<':sent order of knights claim their descent. 

The degree of Knights of the East constitutes the 6lh d11grre 
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of the French rite. It does not differ in essentials from th~ 

same degree of the Ancient and Accepted Scotch rite. 

KNIGHT OF THE EAST AND WEST. Chevalier cl' Ori· 
cut et d' Occident The 17th degree in the Ancient Scotch rite, 
called a Council This is a degree of chivalry, unconnected by 
its history with Freemasonry. The knights assert, that upl)ll 
their return from the Holy Land, in the age of the Crusaders, 
their ancestors organized this order j and.that, in the year 1118, 
the first knights, to the number of eleven, took their vows of 
secr.ecy, friendship and discretion, between the hands of Garinus, 
patriarch and prince of Jerusalem. The presiding officer is called 
Mo:-st Powerful; the 'y arJens and twenty-one knights, W,. orsh i p
ful Ane:ients ; and the rest of the brethren, \Vorshipful Knights. 

The jewel is a heptagon of silver, at each angle a star of golcl, 
and one of these letters B. D. ,V. P. H. C. S.; in the centre is 
inscribed a lamb on a book with seven ~cals. On the reverse of 
the jewel are the same letters, but the device is a two-edge<.l 
sword between the scales of a balance. 

The apron is white, lined with red, and inscribed with a two
ed o·ed sword. 

0 

KNIGHT OF THE HOLY SBPULCITRE. This order 
was instituted by St. Helena, the mother of Constantine tlac 
Great, in 302, after she had visited J erusalcm, and, according to 
the traditions of the Roman Church, discovered the true cross. 
In 30-J.., the order was confirmed by Pope l'larcellinus. Duriug 
the times of the Christian Kings of Jerusalem, the Knights of 
the Holy Sepulchre were eminent for their courage and fidelity. 
Upon the loss of the Holy Land, they took refuge in Perugia, 
and were afterwards incorporated with the Knights of Rhode:-; 
Curzon, in his "Vi:;;its to l'Ionasteries in the Levant," f'tatL•, 

that the order is still conferred in Jerusalem, but only on Rorua u 
Catholics of noble birth, by the Reverendissimo or Superic r of 
the Franciscans, and that the ncr·n1m7e, or blow of knighthooLl 1 
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is bestowed with the sword of Godfrey de BouiLon, which is pre· 
scryed, with his spurs, in the sacristy of tile Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre. The degre! was formerly given in Councils of the 
Trinity, next after the Knight of the Christian ~lark ancl in 
New-York Encampments of Knights Templa.r. The presiding 
officer is called "Right Reverend Prelate." 

The council chamber is decorated with black ornaments; the 
altar is covered with black, and has three lights, a crucifix, and skull 
and cross bones. 

KNIGHT. OF K--H. Grand Elected Knight of Kadosh 
G1·ancl elu Ohevalia Kadosch. The 29th degree in the Ancient 

Scotch rite. This degree is intimately connected with the ancient 
order of the Knights Templar, a history of whose destruction, by 
the united efforts of Philip, King of France, and Pope Clement Y. 
forms a part of the instructions given to the candidate. The 
dress of the knights is black, as an emblem of mourning for the 
extinction of the Knights Templar, and the death of Jacques de 

1\:Iolay, their last Grand 1\Iaster. They wear a red cross suspended 
by a black ribbon from the left shoulder to the right side. The 

presiding officer is styled l\Iost illustrious Grand Commander. 

KNIGHT OF THE LILIES OF THE VALLEY. This 
was a degree conferred by the Grand Orient of France as an ap

pendage to Templarism. The Knights Templar who received it 
were constituted Knights Commanders. 

KNIGHT OF ~fALTA. The Knights of St. John of Je-

rusalem, or Hospitallers of St. ,John, after~ards called Knights 
of Rhodes, and finally Knights of ~Ialta, were founded about the 
ccmmencement of the Crusades, as a military and religious order. 

[n 10-18, some pious merchants from Amalfi, in the kingdom of 
Naples, built a church and monastery at Jerusalem, which they 
dedicated to St. John the Almoner. 'Ihe monks were hcm·c 
called Brothers of St. John, OI' Hospitallcrs, and it was their tluty 
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to assist thosa sick and needy pilgrims whom a spirit of piety had 
led to the Holy Land. 1'hey assumed the black habit of the 
hermits of St. Augustine, distinguished only by a wl1ite ern:-::,; uf 
eight points on the left breast. They rapidly increasetl jn nunJ
bers and in wealth, and at the beginning of the twelfth century, 
wm·e organized as a military order by Raymond du Puy, who 
added to their original vows of chastity, obedience, and poverty, the 
obligation of defending the church against infiuck Raymond 
then deviued them into three classes : Knights, who alone bore 
arms; Chaplains, who were regular ecclesia::;tics; and Servitors, 
who attended to the sick. After long and bloody conte~ts with 
the Turks anu Saracens, they were .finally dt·iven from Palestine 
in the year 1191. Upon thi~, they attacked and conquered Cy
prus, which, however, they lo8t after eighteen years occupation ; 
they then established themselves at the Island of Rhodes, under 
the Grand .l\Iastership of Fnlk de ViUaret, and assumed the title 
of Knights of Rhodes. On the 15th of December, 1-!-!~, after a 
tranquil occupation of this island for more than two hundred 
years, they were finally ejected from all their possessions by the 
sultan, Soliman the ~ecoud. After this disaster, they succe~si,·ely 
retired to Castro, )le~sina, and Rome, until the Emperor Charlo::; 
V., in 1530, bestowed upon them the Island of .i\Ialta, upon the 
conclitivn of their defending it from the depredations of the Turks, 
and the corsairs of Barbary, aud of restoring it to Naples, should 
they ever succeed in recovering Rhodes. They now took the name 
of Knights of Malta, by which title they have ever since been 
designated. Here the organization of the order was as follows : 
The chief of the order was called "Grand )laster of the Holy 
Hospital of St. John of Jerusalem, and Guardian of the army of 
Jesus Christ.'' He was elected for life, and resided at the city 
of Valette. He was addressed by foreign powers with the title 
of "altezza eminentissima," and enjoyed an annual revenue of 
about one million of guilders.* The knights -.;vere tli,•ided into 

*The Grand Master's election \Vas rcgulatccl in the following manner, wh<Jn 
Ch~rk wrote his "History of Knigbthootl." The several seminaries named two 



KNI 251 

eight languages, according to the1r respective nations. The lan
guages were those of Provence, Anvergne, France, Italy, Arragon, 
Germany, Castile, and England. U pou the extinction of the lan
guage of England, that of Anglo-Bavaria was substituted. The 
Grand Officers were also eight in number, and consisted of tho 
chiefs of the different languages, as follows: 

1. The chief of the language of Provence was Grand Commander. 
2. " " Auvergne " 1\larsbal. 
3. " " 
4. u " 
{\ u " 
6. " u 

7. ,, ,, 
8. " 

France " Hospitaller. 
Italy a Grand Admiral. 
Arragon 
Germany 
Castile 
England 

" Grand Conservator. 
" Grand Ba,iliff. 

" Grand Chancellor. 
" Turcopolier or Captain 

[General of the CaYalry. 

The knights, in time of war, wore over their usual garments a 
scarlet surcoat, ·embellished before and behind with a broad white 
cross of eight points. In times of peace, the dress of ceremony 
was a long black mantle, upon which the same cross of white linen 
was sowed. 

In 1565, the Island of :Malta was beleagured by Soliman the 
Second, on which occasion the knights suffered immense loss, from 
which they never entirely recovered. Of the eight languages, the 
English became extinct in the sixteenth century, those of France, 
A.uvergne, and Provence1 perished in the anarchy of the French 
revolution~ Castile and .Anagon were separated at the peace of 
.A.miens, and the remaining two have been since abolished. The 
order, therefore, as respects its ancient constitution, has now ceased 
to exist. 

In 1798, the knights chose Paul I., Emperor of Russia, as 
their Grand :\laster, who took them under his protection. Fpon 
his death they elected Prince Carracciolo. Upon the reduction 

knights each, allowiug also two for the English; tho~e sixteen, from among 

tlletu::-ch·es chose eight : those eight clwse a kni~ht, n. priest, nn{l a. Sl!l'\·in~ 

brother; and they three, out of the sixteen great crosses, dected th~ Grand 
Ma:>ter. 

• 
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tlf the fsland of :Malta by the English in 1800, the ch.cf s1·at 
of the order was transferretl to Catanca iu Sicily, whence in 18:.? 1) 
it W1lS removed by the authority of the Pope to Fcnara. The 
last public TCCeption of the order took place at CODUCburg in 1800, 
when Leopold, the present King of Belgium, and Prince Erucbt 
of Hesse Philippsthal Barehfeld, with sever:1l other knight~, were 
created. 

In 18-!1, Ferdinand I., Emperor of Austria, issued a decree 
restoring the order in Italy, and endowing it with a modera,tc re
venue.* But the wealth, the power, and the magnificence of the 
order have p<lSsed away with the age and the spirit of chivalry 
which gave it birth. 

Ancient Ceremonies of Reception.- They were simple and im

pressive. '' 1'he novice was made to understand that he was 
'about to put off the old man, and tube regenerated;' and having 
received absolution, was required to present himself in a secular 
habit, without a girdle, in order to appear perfectly free on enter
ing into so S<tcred an engagement, aucl with a hurniug taper in his 
hand, representing charity. He then received the holy connnu
nion, and afterwards presented himself 'lllOSt re~pcctfully before 
the person who was to perform the ceremony, and t•cque:sted to be 
received into the company of brothers and into the holy order of 

the Hospital of .J crusaleru.' The rules of the order, the. obligations 
he was about to tuko upon himself, and the duties that woulu b<! 
required of him, being explained, an open Jiissal was then pre
sented to him, on which he placed both of his hands, and made hiH 
profession in the following terms : 

"'I, N., do vow and promise to Almighty God, to the eternal 
Virgin lUary, mother of God, and to St.John the Baptist} to ron. 
1ier henceforward, by the grace of God, perfect obedience to the 
superior placeu OYer me by the choice of the order, to live without 
}Jersonal property, and to prescf\e my chastity.' 

"Having taken his hands from the book, the lJrothcr who re· 

--·----
*See :\loorc's :\lagazinc for a copy of this deere~~. 
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eeived him said as follows: qve ackn1. wledge you the servant of 
the poor and sick, and as having consec1·ated yourself to the ser
vice of the Church.' To which he answered: 'I acknowledu:e , .. 
myself as such.' He then kissed the .Jiis"Sal and returnetl it to 
the brother who received him, in token of perfect obedience. He 
was then in ;rested with the mantle of the order, in such a manner 
as that the cross fell on his left breast. A variety of other minor 
ceremonies followed, and the whole was concluded with a series 
of appropriate and solemn prayers.''* 

As a masonic grade, the degree of Knight of .Malta is in this 
country communicated in a Oommandery of Knights Templar1 

as an appendant order thereto. 

KNIGHT OF THE MEDITERRA~ElL.~ PASS. This 
is an honorary degree, conferred only on Knights Templar as 
Knights of l\Ialta. It is conferred by Inspectors of the 33d degree 
of the Ancient and Accepted rite, though, I suppose, it may also 
be conferred by Encampments of Knights Templar that are in 
possession of it, upon their members. 

The degree is said to have been founded by the Knights of 
:\!alta, about the year 1367. In an excursion of a party of :Jial
tese knights, they were attacked while crossing the river Offanto,t 
in Italy, by a very superior force. Notwithstanding the di:::parity 
of numbers, the knights succeeded in obtaining a signal victory, 
and routed the 'rurks, with an immense loss, the river beiug 
literally stained with their blood. 

As a 1·ewarcl of their valour, the knights who had thus distin
guished themselves were affranchised on all the ~Iecliternmean 
shores; that is to say, they received permission to pa~s and repas::;, 
wheraver and whenever it seemed to them good, .and this was the 

* .:\Ioore's )Iagnzinc, vol. ii, p. 133--!. 

t This is the nncient Auth1i.us, memomble for the bat~le of Cannro fm~ht on 
it~ bn.nks, between Hannibal and the Romans, in which tho hitter were :lbf•)<Hed 
with the loss of ·!5, 000 men. · 
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origia of the uegree which was instituted in COllU:UCilltlratiou of 
these circumstances. Such is the legend of the knigl: t~ of this 
degree. It is by no means to be confounded with the side degree 
of the " Jiediterrane..'ln Pass/' conferred on Royal Arch Jlasons, 
which resembles it only in the name. 

KNIGHT OF THE NI~TH ARCH. Royal Arche. The 
13th degree in the Ancient Scotch rite, sometimes called the 
"Ancient Royal Arch of Solomon.'' This is, without question, 
the. most interesting and impress've of what are called the inef
fable degrees. The historical portlLns of this degree are copious, 
and afford us much information in relation to Enoch, and the 
mode in which, notwithstanding the destructive influence of the 
cleluge and the lapse of age~, he was enabled to preserve important 
secrets eventually to be communicated to the first possessot·s of 
t.his degree. Its officers are a Jiost Potent Grand 1\Ia~ter, re
presenting Solomon K. of I., a Grand " ... arden, representing 
Hiram K. ofT., a Grand Inspector, Grand Treasurer, and Gr11nd 
Secretary. 

The apron of this degree is lined with yellow, and h11s on it a 
triangle. 

The jewel is a medal of gold. On one side is a representation 
of two people letting down a third through a square hnle into 
arches, and round tl1e edge these lettera: "R. S. S. G. I. E. S. 
1:. P. A. T. S. R. E, A. :\I. 2995." They are the initials of the 
following sentence: "Rcgnante Sapien tissimo Salamone, G
J-- et S--Invenerunt Pretiosissimum Artificum Thesaurum, 
Subter Ruinas Enoch, Anno :Jlundi 2995." 

KNIGHT OF THE PELICAN. One of the titles by which 
the Princes of Rose Croix are designated. 

KXIGHT OF THE RED CROSS. This is strictly a magooi0 

'Jrder of knighthood, antl its history is intimately connected with 
the circumstances related in the Royal Arch degree. It has no 
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:lualogy to the degrees of chivalry, dating its eleistcnl!c long be
fore the Crusades, or even the Christian era, as far baek, indeed, 
as the reign of Darius, by whom it is said to have been founded. 
It is, however, always conferred in a Commandery of Knights 
Tetnplar, and is given preparatory to communicating that degree, 
though there is no connection whatsoever between the two. Afier 
the death of Cyrus, the Jews, who had been released by him frmn 
their captivity, and permitted to return to Jerusalem, for the pur
pvse of re-building the temple, found themselves obstructed in 
the undertaking by the neighbouring nations, and especially by the 
Samaritans. Hereupon, they sent an embassy, at the bead of 
which was their prince Zerubbabel, to Darius the successor of 
Cyrus, to crave his interposition and protection. Zerubbabel, 
awaiting a favourable opportunity, succeeded not on1y in obtaining 
his request, but also in renewing tbe friendship which formerly 
exist-ed between the king and himself. In commemoration of 
these events, Darius is said to have instituted a new order, and 
calloo it the Kuights of the East. They afterwards assumed their 
present name from the red cross borne in their banners. The 
histotical circumstances connected with this degree will be founrl 
in Josephus, and in the 3d and 4th chapters of the 1st book of Es
dras. It is asserted that this order bas been long known in 
Europe, under different names, though its introduction into this 
country is of comparc.ltively recent date. A council of Knightl::l of 
the Red Cross is composed of the following officers : a SoYereign 
l\Iaster, Chancellor, l\laster of the Palace, Prelate, i\Iaster of Des
patches, l\Iaster of Calvary, l\Iaster of Infantry, Standard-Bearer, 
Sword-Bearer, '"f arder, and Sentinel. 

KNIGHT OF THE ROYAL AXE, OR PRIXCE OF 
LIBANUS. Royal-Bache, ou Prince du. Liban. The 2~d de
gree. in the Ancient Scotch 1·ite. It was institutcLl to record 
three memorable services rendered to masonry by the "l.lli~·hty 

cedars of Lebanon",'' and its history furni:.-hes some intcr~tiug 
i.aformation on the subject of the Sidonian architects. 

22 
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'y E. learn from this degree that the SiLlonians were employc~d 
in cutting cEdars, on Mount Libanus or J;ebanon, for tlte con
stru~tion of ~oah's ark. Their descendants subsequently cnt 
cedars from the same place for the ark of the covenant; and the 
descendants of these were again employed in the same offices, and 
in the same place, in obtaining materials for building Solomon's 
ten1ple. Lastly, Zerubbabel employed them in cutting tl1e cedars 
of Lebanon for the use of the second temple. This celebrated 
nation formed colleges on .Mount Libanus, and in their labours al
ways adored the Great Architect of the Universe. I have no 
doubt that this last sentence refers to the Druses, that secret sect 
of Theists, who still reside upon l\Iount Libanus, and in the adjacent 
parts of Syria and Palestine, and whose mysterious ceremonies 
have attracted so much of the curiosity of Eastern travellers. 

'l'hory* says that Pierre Riel, l\Iarquis of Beurnonville, who 
died in Paris in 1821, having gone to the island of Bourbon, was 
there elected Grand l\Iastcr of all the lodges of India, in 1778, 
and then instituted this degree. 

The apron of the Knights of the Royal Axe is white, lined 
and bordered with purple. On it is painted a round table, on 
which are laid several architectural plans. On the flap is u 
three-headed serpent. The jewel is a golden axe, having on the 
handle and blade the initials of se-veral personages illustrious in 
the history of masonry 

KNIGHT OF THE ROSY CROSS. See Heredom, RoyaJ 
Order of. 

KNIGHTS OF ST. JOHN OF JERUSALEl\1. Accord
ing to a tradition of the R.ose Croix, 27,000 of the descenclants 
of the 1\Iasons who, at the destruction of Jerusalem by Ti tns, 
had fled to Scotbncl, being desirous of uniting in the war of tho 
Crusades, obtained permis~ion of the Scotch monarch, and, on 
their arrival in Palestine, performed so many deeds of valo'.Ir. as 

-----------------* Chr.onologie, tome i., p. 311. 
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t,) attract the admiration of the Knights of St. John of Jerusa. 
lem, who, as a token of their esteem, requested to be initiated 
into the masonic m·der, whence arose the connection of that body 
with tbe Freemasons. 

K~IGHT OF THE SUN. Chevalier dzt Soliel. The 28th 
degree of the .Ancient Scotch rite, sometimes called by otlter 
names, as Prince of the Sun, Prince Adept, and Key of i\Lt
soury, or Chaos Disentangled. This is a philosophical degree. 
Its ceremonies and ledure are employed in giving a history of 
all the prl'ccding d~'grees, and in explaining the emblems of ma
sonry. Its great object is the inculcation of TRUTH. The prin
cipal offi1·ers are styled Thrice Perfect Father Adam and Brothel' 

Truth; the other offieers are named after the seven chief angels, 

!!.DLl the brethren are called Sylphs. The jewel is a goJd medal, 
with a sun ou one :;ide surrounded by ra.ys, and on the reYerse a 

globe. Tl1e1'e is but one light in the lodge, which shines from 
behind a globe of water. 

Ragon,* speaking ,of this degree, says that it is not, like many 
of the high degrees, a moJern invention, but is of the highe13t 
antiquity, and was, in fact, the last degTee of initiation, teaching, 
as it did, the doctrines of natural religion, which formed an es
sential part ~f the ancient mysteries. 

KXHHIT OF THE THREE KI~GS. A side degree 
s·)mt.>tim•·s giYeu by Lecturers. Its history conuects it wi1h the 
dedication of the first temple, the conferrer of the degrt·e repre
senting King Solomon. ltti moral tendency appears to be the 
incnlcatinn of rewnciliat]on of grie\·ances among )la!Sons by 

r'rieudly couference. It may be conferred by any ~laster .:Hason 
on anotl.wr. 

KXIG HT 'l'E:\IPI.JA.R. In the early ages of the Christian 
cl·urch, a holy -venemtion for the scenes which hatl been con~e-

~· Cours Pbilosopl1ique, p. 361. 

~~* 
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crated by the sufferings and death of the founiler of ow· t·~ligion, 
led thousands of piou::; pilgrims to vi::;it Jerusalem, fo1· tne pur
pose of offering up their de\·otions at the sepulchre of the l.1ord. 
To such a height did this religious enthusiasm arriYe, that, in 
lOG-!, not less than seven thousand pilgrims assembled from all 
parts of Europe around the tomb of Christ. At a tirue wl1en 
the fhcilities of intercourse which now e~ist were unknown, the 
journey must ha-ve always been attended with diiliculties and 
dangers, to which the youthful, the aged, and the infirm, mu~t 
often haye been sacrificed. I~ut when Palestine was conquered 
by the Arabs, and the land of pilgrimage became infested by 
hordes of barbarous fanatics, in~pired with the most inteu~e ha
tred towards Christianity, theEe diilicultics and dangers were 
eminently increased. The tale of tbe sufferings i.uflict(•d on the 
pilgrims by the ~lus~ulm:m po~sessors of Jerusalem excited in 
Europe an enthusia::;tic indi~nation, which led to the institution 
of the Crusades, wars undertuken solC'ly for the purpose of retcn·
criug the Holy Land from the followers of l\lahomet. In 10f)9, 
the city of J eru~a]('m was captured by the Crusaders, the conse
quence of which wns an increase in the zeal of pilgrimagP, whith 
had been gathering intensity duriug its long suppres~ion by the 
barbarities of the Turcomans. But, although the infidel:; had 
been driven out of Jerusalem, they had not been expelled from 
P.tlestine, but they still continued to infest the lofty mountains 
bordering on the sea-coast., from whose inaccc~sible stronghol«ls 
they were wont to make incursions into the roads surrounding 
the Holy City, and pillage every unguarded traveller. 

To protect the pious pilgrims thus expo~ed to plunder and death, 
nine noble knights, who had previoul'ly di~tingui~hed themselvefl 
at the siege of Jerusalem, united in a brotherhood: aud bounJ 
tl1emselves by n solemn compact to aid one another in clearing the 
highways of infidels and robbers, and in protecting the pilgrim 
through the passes and defiles of the mountains to the Holy City.,.. 

*The Knight Teruplars, by C. G. Addison, Esq., of the Inner Temple ~ 
6, London, J S-12. 
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These knights called themselves the Poor Fellow Sol(.liers of 
Jes'l.ls Ohn'st. Baldwin, King of Jerusalem, gave them, in 1118, 
for a dwelling, a part of the church which had been built by the 
Emperor Justinian within the site on which the temple of Solo
mon had been erected on )Iount l\Ioriah, and adjoining to the 
temple which had been built by the Caliph Oruar. Thenceforth 
they assumed the title of " Poor Fellow Soldiers of Christ and 
of the temple of Solomon."* 'l'he views of the order now be
came more extensive, and they added to their profe~sion of pro
tecting poor pilgrims, that of defending the kingdom of J erusa
lern, ancl the whole Eastern church, from the attacks of infidels. 
Hugh de Payens was chosen by the knights their leader, under 
the title of the " :i.'Iaster of the Temple." Their name and re
putation spread rapidly through Europe, and mauy of the nobles 
of the West, who had visited Palestine as pilgrims, aspired to 
become members of the order. In 11:?8, they received a rule or 
system of regulations from the pope, which had been drawn ex
pressly for them by St. Bernard. In the same year Hugh de 
Payens visited various parts of Europe, and received f1·om dif
ferent princes and nobles many liberal donations of laud and 
money. In England, especially, where the amount granted was 
large, he established a branch of the order, placing a Knight 
T~mplar at its head, as his procurator and vicegerent, with the 
title of Prior of the Temple. As the English domains became 
enlarged, this title was successively changed to that of Grand 
Prior, and then to that of ~laster of the Temple in England. 
At this time, the rule of St. Bernard, which had been adopted 
for their gove1·nment, prescribed to them a dress, consisting of a 
white mantle, "that those," as the rule expressed it, ''who 
have cast behind them a dark life, may know that they are to 
commend themseh·es to their creator by a pure and white lifc.nt 
To this, Pope Eugenius some years afterwards added a. red cross, 
as a symbol of martyrdom. Their banner was half black, half 

* Pauperes Commilitiones Christi et Templi Sn.loruonis. 
t Regula. cap xx. 
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white, called Beauseant, "that is to say, in the Gall c tongue. 
J~ien-scant, (wdl-bPcoming,) because they are fair and fayourablt: 

to the fricm1s of Chri::;t, but black and terrible to his enemies."* 
The knights, engaged in continual wars with the infidels, con· 

tiuued to incre:tse their reputation, and enlarge their posses::;ions, 

which are esteemed by Dugdale to have produced, in 1185, thn 

e11ormous annual sum ·of six millions sterling. ]3ut in the be

ginning of the 1-!th century, the ~wariP-e of Philip le llel, aU<.l 
the weakness and perfidy of Clement Y., con~1)ired to gi"\"'"A a 
blow to thei r order, from which it neycr recovered. Refm·e ad
verting to t.hat catastrophe, I shall occupy a few moment:=< in ex
amining the organization of the oTder during the most prospe

rou:-: period of its existence. 

The order of the Temple, in tbe 12th century, was divided 

into three classes: knights, priests, and serving brethren. Every 

candidate for admission into the first class must hav-e rec:civc•l 
the honour of knighthood iu due form, and according to the laws 

of chiYalry, and consequently the Kuights 'l'emplar were all men 

of nuble birth. The second class, or the prie:,ts, were not origi

nally a part of the order, but by the bull of Pope .... \.lexander, 

known as the bull om.ne datum, opti?nunt, it was ordained that 

they might be admitted, to enable the knights more commodi

ously to hear divine service, and to receive the sacr;nn;mts. 

Sening brothers, like the prie~ts, were not a part of the primi

tiv0 institution. They owed their existence to the increasing 

plOsperity aml luxury of the order. 

Over this sooiet.r, thus constituted, wus placed a presiding 
officer, with the title of G ra.ud )la~ter. lli? power, though 

great, was limited. He was, in war, the commander-in-chief of 

all the forces of the Temple. In his hands was plarcd tbe 

whole patronage of the order, and as the vicegerent of the pope, 

he was the spiritual head and bishop of all the clergy belonging 

to the society. He was, however, much controlled and guiJec 

* Jnmes de Vitry. Hist. Hiero.sol. 
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by the chapter, without whose consent he was never permitted to 
draw out or expend the money of the order. 

The Grand Master resided originally at Jerusalem ; afterwards, 
when that city was lost, at Acre, and finally at Cyprus. Hil; 
duty always required him to be in the Holy Land; he conse
quently never resided in Europe. He was elected for life from 
among the knights in the following manner. On the death of 
the Grand Master, a Grand Prior was chosen to administer the 
affairs of the order until a successor could be elected. "'\Yhen 
the day which had been appointed for the election arrived, the 
chapter usually assembled at the chief seat of the order; three 
or more of the most esteemed knights were then proposed, the 
Grand Prior collected the votes, and he who had received the 
greatest number was nominated to be the electing Prior. A.n 
Assistant was then associated with him in the person of another 
knight. These two remained all night in the chapel engaged in 
prayer. In the morning, they chose two others, and these four, 
two more, and so on until the number of twelve (that of the 
apostles) had been selected. The twelve then selected a chap
lain. The thirteen then proceeded to vote for a Grand 1\Iaster, 
who was elected by a majority of the votes. When the election 
was completed, it was announced to the assembled brethren, and 
when all had promised obedience, the Prior, if the person was 
present, said to him, '' In the name of God the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghost, we have chosen, and do choose thee, bro
ther N., to be our J!aster." Then, turning to the brethren, he 
said, "Beloved sirs and brethren, give thanks unto God, behold 
here our l\Iaster.''* 
Th~ remaining officers were a l\Iarshal, who was charged with 

the execution of the military arrangements on the field of battle. 
'fhe Prior of Jerusalem, called the Grand Preceptor of the 
Temple, was the Treasurer of the ord~r, and had charge of all 
the receipts and expenditures. The Draper had the care of the 
clothing department, and distributed the garments to all the 

*See N. Americ. Qunrt. l\Iag. vol. vii. p. 328. 
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brethren. 1'he Standard-Bearer bore the glorious Beauseant to 
the field. The Turcopilar was the couunander of a body of Iigh
borse called Turcopoles, who were employeu as skirmishe1s and 
light cavalry. And lastly, to the Guardian of the Chapel was 
entrusted the care of the portable chapel, which was always car
ried by the Templars into the field.* 

Each province of the order had a Grand Prior, who was in it 
the representative of the Grund l\luster; and each house wa~ 
goYcrned by a Prior or Preceptor, who commanded its knights in 
time of war, and presided over its chapter in peace. 

The mode of reception into the order is described to have been 
exceedingly solemn. A noYitiate was enjoined by the canous; 
though practically, it was in general di~penseu with. The can
didate was received in a chapter assembled in the chapel of the 
order, all strangers being rigorously excluded. The Prec<'ptor 
opened the business with an address to those present, dernau<.ling 
if they knew of any just cause or impediment why the candi
date should not be admitted. If no objection was made, the 
candidate was conducted into an adjacent chamber, where two or 
three of the knights, placing before his view the rigour and aus
terities of the order, demanded if he still persisted in entering 
it.. If he persisted, he was asked if he was marrieu or betrothed, 
had made a YOW in any other order, if he owed more than he 
could pay, if he was of sound body, without any secret infirmity, 
and free? If his answers proYed satisfiLCtory, they left him and 
returned to the chapter, and the Preceptor again asked, if any 
one had any thing to say against his being received . If all wcro 
silent, he asked if they were willing to receive him. On their 
assenting, the candidate was led in by the knights who had 
questioned him, and who now instructed him in the mode of 
asking admission. He advanced, and kneeling before the Pre
ceptor with folded hancls, said, "Sir, I am come before God, 
and before you and the brethren; anJ I pray and beseech you, 

*This list is given on the authority of AU.uisou. Other writers VII.T} 

slightly in the names auu nmnbe.- of these officers. 
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for the sake of God, and our sweet lady, to re0eive me into your 
society and the goorl works of the order, as one who, all his life 
long, will be the servant and slave of the order." The Precep~ 

tor then inquired of him if he had well considered all the 
trials and difficulties which awaited him in ·the order, adjured 
him on the Holy Evangelists to speak the truth, and then put to 
him the questions which had already been asked of him in the 
preparation room, further inquii·ing if he was a knight, and the 

son of a knight and gentlewoman, and if he was a priest. He 
then asked him the following questions ; ''Do you promise to 
God and ~\Iary, and our clear lady, obedience, as long as you live, 
to the l\Iaster of the Temple, and the Prior who shall be set over 

you; do you promise chastity of the body; do you further pro
mise a strict compliance with the laudable customs and usages of 

the order now in force, and such as the l\Iaster and knights may 
hereafter add; will you figbt for and defend, with all your 
might, the holy land of Jerusalem, and never quit the order but 
with the consent of the Master and Chapter; and lastly, do you 
agree that you never will see a Christian unjustly deprived of his 
inheritanue, nor be aiding in such a deed?'' The answers to nll 
these questions being in the affirmati\e, the Preceptor then said : 
" In the name of God, and o£ l\Iary, our dear lady, and in the 
name of St. Peter of Rome, and of our Father the Pope, and in 
the name of all the brethren of the Temple, we receive you to 
all the good works of the order, which have been performed from 

the beginning, and will be performed to the end, you, your 
father, your mother, and all those of your family whom you Jet 
participate therein. So you, in like manner, receive us to all the 

good works which you have performed and will perform. \Ye 
assure you of bread and water, the poor clothing of the order, 
and. labor and toil enow.'' The Preceptor theu took the white 
mantle, with its ruddy cross) placed it about his neck aud bouud 
it fast. The Chaplain repeated the 133d Psalm: EeholJ lw1o 
good aucl how pleasant it is for brethren to du:ell together -in 
un,ity ;" and the prayer of the Holy Spirit, '' Deus qui <'orda 
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iideliwn j each brother said a Puter, and the Preceptor and 
Chaplain kissed the candidate. lie then placed himself at the 
feet of the Preceptor, who exhorted him to peace and charity, to 
chastity, obedience1 humility, and piety, and so the ceremony 
was ended.* 

But to resume the history of the order. From the time of 
Hugh de Payens, to that of Jacques de l\Iolay, the Templars 
continued to be governed by a succession of the noblest and 
bravest knights of which the chivalry of Christendom could 
boast. They continued to increase in power, in fame and in 

wealth, and, what is unfortunately too often the concomitants of 
these qualities, in luxury and pride. In the beginning of the 
14th century, the throne of France was filled by Philip tlte Fair, 
an ambitious, a vindictive, and an avaricious prine:e. In his 
celebrated controversy with Pope Boniface, the Tcmplars bad, ns 

was usual with them, silled with the Pontiff and opposed the 
King; this act excited his hatred: the order was enormously 

wealthy; this aroused b~s avarice: their power interfered with 
his designs of political aggrandizement; and this a]anued hi~ 

ambition. He, therefore, secretly concerted with Pope Ciemcnt 
V. a plan for their destruction, and the appropriation· of their 
revenues. Clement, by his direction, wrote in J uue, 1806, to 
De ~lolay, the Grand ~laster, who was then at Cyprus, inYiting 
him to come and consult with him on some matters of great im
portance to the order. De ~Iolay obeyed the summons, and ar
rived in the beginning of 1307 at Paris, with sixty knights and 
a large amount of treasure. He was immediately imprisoned, 
and, on the 13th of October following, every knight in Frtmce 
was, in consequence of the secret orders of the King, nrrcstcd 
on the pretended charge of idolatry, and other enonnJus crimrs, 
:)f '\\ bich a renegade a11d expelled Prior of the onler wa~ saiJ to 
have confesscu that tbe kl1ights were guilty in their secret. ch:lp
ter~. On tlw l~th of .:\lay, 1010, fifty-four of the knight~ wer<', 
after a mock trial, publicly burnt., and ou tl1e lt:th uf ~ltHch; 

* N. Am. Quart . .Mag. ut cupra.. 
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131-!, De )Iolay, the Grand :\laster, and the three principal dlg

nitaries of the order, suffered the same fate. They died faith
fully asserting their innocence of all the crimes imputed to them. 
The order was now, by the energy of the King of France, as
sisted by the spiritual authority of the Pope, suppressed 
throughout Europe. But it was not annihilated. De :Molay, in 
2-nticipation of his fate, had appointed John l\Iark I..~armienus as 
his successor in office, and from that time to the present there 
has been a regular and uninterrupted succession of Grand. 
.i\.Iasters. Of the names of these Grand l\Iasters, and the date 
of their election, I annex a list for the gratification of the 
curious.* 

1. Hugh de Payens, 1118. 
2. Robert of Burgundy, 1139. 
3. E verard de Bal'l'i, 1147. 
4. Bernard de Trenellape, 1151. 
5. Bertrand de Blanchefort, 1154. 
6. Andrew de JUontbar 1165. 
7. Philip of Naplus, 1169. 
8. Odo de St. Amand, 1171. 
9. Arnold de Troye, 1180. 

10. John Ten-icus, 1185. 
11. Gerard Ridefort, 1187. 
12. Robert Sablaeus, 1191. 
13. Gilbert Gralius, 1196. 
14. Philip de Plessis, 1201. 
15. William de Carnota, 1217. 
16. Peter de Mon tagu, 1318. 
17. Armuud de P etragrossa., 10)')9 

~- . 
18. Herman de Petragrorius, 1•107 - <> • 
19. \Yilliam de Rupefort, 12-±-!. 

*It mn.y be as '"ell to ob~er'f'e that this is the list gi'f'cn by the order of the 
Temple n.t Pads. who claim to be the lineal des~cndants of the anchnt Ortl •r. 
Other T cmplnrs, who do not. admit the legality of the Grnnd l\Iastership uf 
J,annenius, give different cntalogues of Grand :\Tasters. 
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20. 'Villiam de Sonnac, 12-!7. 
21. Reginald Vichicrius, 1250. 
22. Thomas Beraud, 1257. 
23. 'Villiam de Beaujeau, 1274. 
24. Theobald Gaudinius, 1291. 
25. J acqucs de ~Iolay, 1298. 
26. John )lark Larmienus. 1314. 
27. Thomas Theobald Alexandrinus, 1324. 
28. Arnold de Braque, 1340. 
29. John de Claremont, 1349. 
30. Bertrand du Guesclin, 1357. 
31. John Arrniniacu.§, 1381. 
32. Bernard Arminiacus, 1392. 
33. John Arminiacus, 1419. 
34. John de Croy, 1451. 
35. Bernard Imbault, 14 72. 
36. Robert Senoncourt, 14 78. 
37. Galeatius de Salazar, 1497. 
38. Philip Chabot, 1516. 
39. Gaspard de Jaltiaco Tavanensis, 1544-. 
40. Henry de ~lontmorency, 1574. 
41. Charles de Valois, 1615. 
42. James Ruxellius de Granceio, 1651. 
43. Due de Duras, 1681. 
44. Philip Duke of Orleans, 1705. 
45. Due de l\faine, 1724. 
46 I.Jouis Henry Bourbon, 1737. 
47. Louis Francis Bourbon, 1741. 
48. Due de Cosse Bri~ac, 1776. 
49. Claude l\1. R. Ohevillon, 1792. 
50 Bernard R. F. Palaprat, 1804. 
51. Sir Sidney Smith, 1838. 

Notwithstanding, therefore, the efforts of the King and the Pope, 
the order of Templars was not entirely extinguished. In France 
it still exists, anu ranks among its mem hers some of the most 



KNI 267 

influential noblemen of the kingclom In Portugal, the name 
of the order has been changed to that of the "Knights of Christ," 
and its Cross is frequently conferred by the government as the 
reward of distinguished merit. In England, the Encampment of 
Baldwin, which was established at Bristol by the Templars who 
returned with Richard I. from Palestine, still continues to hold 
its regular meetings, and is believed to have preserved the ancient. 
costume and ceremonies of the order. This encampment, with 

..... 

another at Bath, and a third at York, constituted the three ori-
ginal encampments of England. From these have emanated the 
existing encampments in the British Islands and in the United 
States, so that the order, as it now exists in Britain and America, 
is a lineal descendant of the ancient order. 

The connection between the Knights Teruplar and the Free
masons has been repeatedly asserted by the enemies of botb insti
tutions, and as often admitted by their friends. Lawrie, on thi1::1 
subject, holds the following language : "We know that the Knight 
Templars not only possessed the mysteries, but performed the 
ceremonies, and inculcated the duties of Freemasons;"* and he 
attributes the dissolution of the order to the discovery of their 
being Freemasons, and their assembling in secret to practise the 
rites of the order. He further endeavours to explain the manner 
in which they became the depository of the masonic mysteries 
by tracing their initiation to the Druses, a Syriac fraternity, which, 
at the time of the Crusades, and long after, existed on ·l\Iount 
Libanus.t 

Costume -At the conclusion of this article, a few remarks on 
the costume of the order may be acceptable. The present blacl~ 
dress of the Templars is derived from the Knights of )!alta, to 
whqm, with the Teutonic Knights, their estates were assigned by 
Pope Clement on the dissolution of the order, and with whom 
m!lny of the knights united themselves. But originally, as we 

• Hist. of Freemasonry, p. 5S. 
t Hist. of Freemasonry, p. SS. 
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have already observed, their costume was 'lchite. In the Statutes 
of the 'Order, as established in Scotl:1nd, which were revised in 
1843, the ancient costume was exactly adopted. According to 
these reguhttions the dress of the Knights Tcmplar is as follows : 

A white woollen mantle to reach the knee in front, and taper 
away to the ankle behind, fastened with white cord and tassel, 
and with a red cross patee on the left shoulder; white woollen 
tunic, reaching to about three or four inches above the knee, with 
the cross upon the left breast; wbite l'tock with falling white 
shirt collar; tight white pantaloons; buff boots, with buff top.~ 

turned over five inches broad, no tassels; spurs gilt, with red 
leathers; sash of white silk, half a yard in breadth, tied in a 

knot in front; the ends edged with a white silk fringe hanging 
down, and a small red cross near the extremities; white wo,>llen 
cap with red leather band, or, if he has obtained a diploma 

from the Grand ~laster, a red velvet cap; no feather; cross-hilted 
sword with brass guard, and white ivory hilt; scabbard of red 
morocco; belt of red leather, with gilt buckle; buff gauntlets, 

with a red cross on the wrist; badge, a.nd enamelled black cross, 
w!th white orle, and a small red cross enamelled thereon, suspend

ed from the neck by a red ribbon with white edges, about two 
inches broad, passing through the ring. of the badge. 

In America, until 1862, the Templar costume was as follows: 
The suit was black, with black gloves. A black velYet sash, 
trimmed with silver lace, crossed the body from the left shoulder 
to the right hip, ha.ving at i~ end a cross-hilted dagger, a black 
rose on the left shouldet·, and a .Jlaltese eros~ at the end. \Yhere 
the sash crossed the left breast, was a nine-pointed star in silver, 
with a cross and serpent of gold in the centre, within a circle, 

around \vhich were the wonls, "in hoc signo vince.~." The apron 
was of black vel vet, in a trhmgular fonn, and ed~ed with ~il\""er 
hwe. Ou it~ flnp was ph\Ced a triangle of si1Ycr, perforate1l with 
twelve holes , with a cross and serpent iu the centre; on the {'en
tre of the apron was a ~kull and cro~s-bone:-;, between three ::,tm·s 

of seven points, having a red cross in the centre of c.nch. Tne 
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'Pelt W<tS black. to which was attached a cross-hilted sword. The 
c~:~p:s \<tried in fol'm and decoration in different encampments. 
Jlut in 1 86~ the (hand ]i}nc~uuprueut of the United States directed 
the dress to consist of a black frock coat and pantaloons, with 

" white scalf and sword belt, aud white gauntlets. The apron, 
very injudiciously, as I think, was discarded. 

L. 

LABOUR. From the time of opening to that of closing, a lodge 
is said to be at labour. This is but one of the numerous instances 
in which the terms of operative masonry are symbolically applied 
to speculative; for, as our operative ancestors, when congregated 
in lodge, were engaged in the building of material edifices, so Free 
and Accepted l\iasons are supposed to be employed in the erection 
of a superstructure of virtue and morality, upon the foundation 
of the masonic principles which they were taught at their admis
sion in to the order. Extending the allusion, the lodge is said" tc 
be called from labour to refreshment," whenever, in the course of 
the meeting, it adjourns for a definite period, or takes a recess of 
a few minutes. During this time, the Junior Warden presides 
over the craft. 

LADDER. See Jacob's Ladder. 

LANDl\f.ARKS. In ancient times, it was the custom to mark 
the boundaries of lands by means of stone pillars, the removal of 
which, by malicious persons, would be the occasion of much con
fusion, men having no other guide than these pillars by which to 
distingui~h the limits of their property. To remove them, there
fore, was considered a heinous crime. "Thou shalt not/' says the 
Jewish ln.w, "remove thy neighbour's landmark, which thoy of 

23* 
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old time have set m thine inheritance.' '* Ihn<.:e those peculiar 
marks of distinction by which we are separated from the profane 
world, and by which we arc enabled to designate our inheritance 
as the "sons of light," arc called the· landmarks of the order. 
The 'ltniversal langua.ye and the 'universal lawst of masonry are 
landmarks, but not so arc the local ceremonies, laws, and usages, 
which var) in different countries. To attempt to alter or remoYe 
these sacred landmarks, by which we examine and prove a bro· 
thor's claims to share in our privileges, is one of the most heinous 
offences that a l\Iason can commit. 

There are, however, certain forms and regulations, which, al. 
though not constituting landmarks, are nevertheless so protected 
by the venerable claim of antiquity, that they should be guarded 
by every good :\lason with religious care from altera tion. It 
is not in the power of any body of men to make innovations in 
masonry. 

LA:NGUAGE, UNfVERS.AL. Freemasons boast, with truth, 
tl~at they possess an uni\•ersal language, whid1 men of all lan
C:!I:•ges can under::;tand. "~\.n uui\·er~al language," says )lr. 
Locke,! "has been much de_qircd by the learned of many ages. 
It is a thing rather to be wished than hoped for. But it seems 
the ~lnsons pretend to have such a thing among them." \Ye 
who possess that language, can estimate its value, for we know 
that its eloquent tones have often won sympathy from the most 
unfeding, and converted the indifferent stranger into the faithful 
brother. 

I , .. \..PICIDA. A Freemason. Sec Latomus. 

* Deuteronomy xix. 14. 

tIt bns been supposed, by some nuthorities, that n.ll laws which were in ex
istence in 1717, at the re-organization of tho Grand L\·dgc in the south of Eug
bnd, are to be considered ns landmark~. 

t That is, if Lclaml's )lnuuscript be authentic. 
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LATIN LODGE. Tn the year 178-!, Brown, the celebrated 
physician, organized the Roman Eagle lodge at Edinburgh, the 
whole work of which was conducted in the Latin language. 

LATO)IUS. A Latin term derived from the Greek J.a-rotJ.o; 

a, storw-cutter. It is used in the sense of a Freemasons in ~Iolart's 
Latin Register, quoted in the notes to Preston, note 17. A purer 
Latin word is lapicida, which Ainsworth defines "a stone-cutter, 
a Freemason."* Arcln"tecto is used by some writers. 

LAWS OF l\IASO~Y. The laws of masonry are of two 
kinds, local and universal. The local laws are those enacted by 
Grand and subordinate lodges for the government of their mem
bers. These, of course, may be altered or annulled at the pleasure 
of the bodies who originally framed them. The unh·ersallaws are 
those banded down by universal consent from times. immemorial, 
and which govern the fraternity throughout the world. These are 
irrevoc.o:tble, for they constitute a part of the ancient landmarks. 
We will give an example of each kind. The rule regulating the 
amount of the fee to be paid on the admission of candidates is a 
local law, and varies in every country. But the law which de
clares that no woman can be admitted, is universal, and controls 
every lodge on the face of the globe. 

LEBAl~ON OR :biBA.NUS. A mountain, or rather a range 
of mountains in Syria, extending fTom beyond Sidon to Tyre, and 
forming the northern boundary of Palestine. Lebanon is cele
brated for the cedars which it produces) many of which are from 50 
to BO feet in height, and cover with their branches a space of 
ground, the diameter of which is still greater. Hiram, King of 

*The u Acta. Latomorum," a modern French work, states that the word la
timus was first applied by the J esuits to de::i.gnate a Freemason. The use of 
it in 1429, by Molart, pro,·es that this is not eo. Ragon has very truly snill 
thnt the stt~ternents of the ''Acta Latomorum" require verification before tlley 
~an be recehed as 1\l\thentic. 
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Tyre, in whose dominions ~Iount Lebanon was situated, furnished 
these trees for the building of the temple of Solomon. 

LECTURE. Each degree of ~asonry contains a course of 
instruction, in which the ceremonies, traditions, and moral in
struction appertaining to the degree, are set forth. This arrange
ment is called a lecture. Each lecture, for the eake of con
venience, and for the purpose of conforming to certain divisions 
in the ceremonies, is divided into sections, the number of which 
have varied at different periods, although the substance remains 
the same. According to Preston, the lecture of the first degree 
contains six sections; that of the second, four; and that of the 
third, twelve. But according to the an·angment adopted in thi~ 
country, there are three sections in the first degree, two in the 
second, and three in the third. 

In the Entered Apprentice's degree, the first. ~ection desCiibcs 
the proper mode of initiation, and supplies the means of qualify
ing us for our privileges, and of testing the claims of others. The 
second section rationally accounts for all the ceremonies peculiar 
to this degree. The third section explains the nature and prin
ciples of our institution, and instructs us in the form and con
struction of the lodge, furnishing, in conclusion, some important 
lessons on the various virtues which should distinguish a Free
mason. 

In the Fellow Craft's degree, the first section recapi tulates the 
ceremonies of passing a candidate. The second section gives an 
account of the ancient division of our institution into operatiYe 
and speculative :Masons, and, by striking emblems, directs tho 
candidate to an attentive study of the liberal arts and sciences. 

In the ~laster's degree, the first section illustrates the ancient 
and proper mode of raising a candidate to this sublime degree 
In the second section, the historical traditions of the order nrv 
introduced, and an important instance of masonic virtue is excUJ· 
plified In the third section, our emblems are explained, anti 
the construction of Solomon's Temple described. 
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There does not seem to have been any established system of 
lectures, such as now exist, previous to the revival of masonry in 
the beginning of the eighteenth century. In 1720, Desaguliers 
and Autlcrson, the compilers of the Book of Constitutions, ar
ranged the lectures for the first time in a catechetical form, from 
the old Charges and other masonic documents that were then 
extant. Of thi~ Bystem, Dr. Oliver informs us that "the first 
lecture extended to the greatest length, but the replies were cir
cuulscribed within a very narrow compass. The second was 
shorter, and the third, called <the ::\laster's Part,' contained only 
seven questious, besides the explanation;:, c.c..Jd examinations."* 
The imperfection of these lectures lo11dly caJled for a revision of 
them, which was accordingly accomplished in 1732 by brnther 
:l\Iartin Clare, a man of talent, and afterwards a Deputy Grand 
l\Iaster. Clare's amendments, however, amounted to little more 
than t.he addition of a few moral and scriptural admonitions, and 
the insertion of a simple allusion to the human senses, and to 
the theological ladder. 

Subsequently, Thomas Dunckerley, who was considered as the 
most intelligent :Mason of the day, extended and improved the 
lectures, and among other things first gave to the theological 
ladder its three most important rounds. 

The lectures thus continued until 1763, when Hutchinson 
gave them an improved form, which was still further exte11dcd 
in 1772, by Preston, who remained for a. long time the standard. 
But at the union of the two Grand Lodges of England, in 1813, 
Dr. Hemming established that system which is now generally 
practised in the English lodges. 

The lectures of Preston were early introduced into this coun
try, having been, however, much modified by T. S. Webb; whose 
'System bas been the basis of all those taught since his day in the 
lndges of the United States. No changes of any importance 
Lave been made in the lectures, in· t\is country, since their first 

introduction. 

* Symbol of Glory, Lect. I., p. 17. 
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These constitute the simple text of masonry, while the ex: 
tPndcd illustrations which arc given to them by an intelligent 
M ;t~tcr or Lecturer, and which he can only derive from a careful 
study of scripture, of history, of the manuscript lectures of the 
philosophical degrees, and lastly, of the published works of 
leanH!d masonic writers, constitute the commentary, withnut 
which tLe simple text would be comparatively barren and unin
structive. These commentaries are the philosophy of masonry, 
and without an adequate knowledge of them no brother can be 
entitled to claim our technical title of "a bright l\Iason." In 
relation to this subject, the following extract from the Free
mason's Quarterly Review, published at London, deserves preser
vation.* 

"Our masonic society has to this day retained many interest
ing symbols in its instructions, when properly explained by a 
scientific Lecturer, and not garbled by ignorant pretenders, who, 
by dint merely of a good memory and some assurance, intrude 
themselves on a well-informed assembly of brethren, by giving a 
lecture not composed by themselves, but taught them ve1•butim." 

LECTURER. A brother of skill and intelligence, entrusted 
with the task of instructing the lodges in the proper mode of 
work, in the ceremonies, usages, legends, hisrory, and science of 
the order. 'Vhen the appointment emanates, a3 it always should, 
from a Grand Lodge, he is called a Grand Lecturer. 

LEGEND. A legend may properly be defined a traditiOh:ll 
tale.t All countries and all religions have their legends. In 
the ancient mysteries there was always a legend on which much 
symbolical instruction was based. These legends of the mys
teries, although they varied as to tl-e subject of the history in 

;t, Vol. ii. p. 214. 
t The word is derived from the Lntin legcnda, 11 things to be rend," bccauso 

it was formerly the custom to read portions of some of the roligious legentls, 
which abound in tho Roman Church to people nt tnC'rning prayer. 
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each, yet all agree in this, that they were funereal in their cha~ 
racter-that they commemorated the death by violence, and the 
subsequent resurrection, of some favourite hero or hero-god-and 
that beginning with lamentation they ended in joy. 

"In like manner Freemasonry has its legends and allegorical 
references, many of them fbunded in fact, and capable of un
questionable proof, while others are based on Jewish traditions, 
and 'only invested with probability, while they equally inculcate 
and enforce the most solemn and important truths."* Of these 
legends, the one which may, by way of excellence, be called 
" The Legend," and which more particularly is connected with 
the Master's degree, it may be supposed was substituted by our 
ancient brethren, when they united themselves at the Temple 
with the Dionysians, for the pagan and apocryphal legend cf 
Bacchus, celebrated by that society.t 

LEVEL. An emblem of equality. In the sight of God, 
who alone is great, all men are equal, subject to the same infirm
ities, hastening to the same goal, and preparing to be judged by 
the su.me immutable law. In this _sense only do l\lasons speak 
of the equality which should reign in the lodge; but as "peace
able subjects to the civil powers,'' they deny the existence of 
that revolutionary equality, which, levelling all distinctions of 
-::anks, would tend to beget confusion, insubordination, and auar-

. chy in the state. 
The level is one of the working tools of a Fellow Craft, ad

monishing him, by its peculiar uses, of that vast level of time 
on which all men are travelling, to its limit in eternity. 

The level is also the jewel worn by the Senior \Varden, as the 
distinctive badge of his office, reminding him that while he pre
sides over the labours of the lodge, as the Junior \Yard en does 
over its refreshments, it is his duty to see that every brother 

* Oli n!r's L:tntlmarks, '·ol. r· 399. 
t S ~e the account of the union of the Dionysians wit.h the l\Iasons nt th' 

f t n.:.p.v, in the article "Antiquity of Masonry," in this work. 
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meets upon the level, and that the principle of equality is JH'e. 
serYed during the work, without which, harmony, the chief sup
port of our institution, could not be pre.':ien·ed. 

LE\VIS, on LOUVETEAU. The words lewis and louve
teau, which, in theil' original meanings, import two very different 
things, haYc in masonry an equiYalent signification-the former 
being used in England, and the latter in France, to designate 

tue son of a mason. 
The English word lewis is a term belonging to operatiYe ma

sonry, and signifies an iron cramp, which is inserted in a cavity 
prepared for the purpose in any large stone, so as to giYe attach

ment to a pulley and hook, whereby the stone may be conve
niently raised to any height, and deposited in its proper position. 
In this country, the lewis has not been auopted as a symbol of 
Freemasonry, but in the English ritual it is found among the 
emblems placed upon the 1'racing Boaru of the Entered Appren
tice, and is used in that degree as a symbol of strength, because 
by its as~istance the operative masou is enabled to lift the heaviest 
stones with a comparatively trifling exertion of physical power. 
Ex.tending the symbolic allusion still further, the son of a )Jason 
is in Eugland called a lnc£s, because it is his duty to support the 
sinking powers and aid the failing strength of his father, or, a~ 
Oliver has expressed it, "to bear the burden and heat of the 
day, that his parents may rest in their old age; thus rendering 
the eYcning of their liYes peaceful and happy." 

By the constitutions of England, a lewis, or son of a )Jason, 
may be initiated at the age of eighteen, while it is required of 
all other candidates that they shall have arrived at the maturer 
age of twenty-one. The Book of Constitutions had pre:-e:rilJed 
that no lodge should make " any man under the age of twenty. 
one years, ·unles~; /.;y a Jispf'n:~.atiun from tl1e Grand illuster or 

lti::; deputy." The Grand };odgc of Eugland, in it." modern re· 
gulations, has avnilcu itself of the li<:cm'e allowri by this dis-

.. 
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pensing power, to confer the right of an earlier initiation on tho 
sons of l\Iasons. 

The word low;etea'lt, signifies, in French, a young wolf. The 
application of the term to the son of a .}!ason, is derived from a 
peculiarity in some of the initiations into the ancient mysteries. 
In the mysteries of Isis, which were practised in Egypt, the 
candidate was made to wear the ruask of a wolf's head. Hence, 
a wolf and a candidate in these mysteries were often used as sy
nonymous terms. l\Iacrobius, in his Saturnalia, says, in refer
ence to this custom, that the ancients perceived a relationship 
between the sun, the great symbol in these mysteries, and a 
wolf, which the candidate represented at his initiation. For, he 
remarks, as the flocks of sheep and cattle fly and disperse at the 
sight of the wolf, so the flocks of stars disappear at the approach 
of the sun's light. The learned reader will also recollect that in 
the Greek language lukos signifies both the sun and a wolf. 

Hence, as the candidate in the Isaic mysteries was called .a 
wolf, the son of a Freemason in the French lodges is called a 
young wolf or a louveteau. 

The louveteau in France, like the lewis in England, is invested 
with peculiar privileges. He also is permitted to unite himself 
with the order at the early age of eighteen years. The baptism 
of a louveteau is sometimes performed by the lodge, of which his 
father is a member, with impressive ceremonies~ The infant, 
soon after birth, is taken to the lodge room, where he receives a 
masonic name, differing from that which he bears in the world; 
he is formally adopted by the lodge as one of its children, and 
should. he become an orphan, requiring assistance, he is supported 
and educated by the fraternity, and finally established in life. 

In this country these rights of u. lewis or a lonveteau are not 
recognised, and the very names were, until lately, scarcely known, 
except to a few masonic schola1·s. 

LTBANUS. The TJatin name of I.~ebanon, which see. 
~4 
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LIBATION. The libation was a very ancient ceremony, and 
among tl1e Greeks and Romans constituted an essential part of 
every sacrifice. The material of the libation differed according 
to the different deities in honour of whom they were made, but 
wine was the most usual. Libations are still used in some of the 
higher degrees of masonry. 

J,IB.JiJRTINE. The man who lives without the restraint of 
conscience, licentiously violating the moral law, and paying no 
regnrcl to the precepts of religion, is unworthy to become a mem
ber of that institution which boasts that its principles are in
tencled to make all its mem hers good men and tl"tte; and hence 
Qur Old Charges lay down a rule that "a Mason is obliged, by 
hi~ tenure, to obey the moral law j and if he rightly understands 
the art, he will never be a stupid atheist nor an irreligious liber 
t.ine." The word "libertine" in this passage is used in its primitive 
Fignification of a freethinker or disbeliever in the truths of religion. 

LIGHT. Light was the object, and its attainment the end, 
of all the ancient mysteries. In the Grecian system of initiation, 
the hierophant declared that all mankind, except the initiated, 
were in darkness. In the Persian rites, the Dt'oine L1'gltts were 
displayed before the aspirant at the moment of illumination, and 
he was instructed by the Archimagus, that, at the end of the 
world, the bad should be plunged with Ahriman into a state of 
perpetual darkness, wb ile the good should ascend with Yazdan, 
upon a ladder, to a state of eternal light.* The Persians conse
crated fire, as containing the principle of light, and the Druid::~ 
worshipped the Sun as its eternal source. 

Freemasons, too, travel in search of spiritual light, which can 
be found only in the East, from whence it springs, and ha:ving 
attained its possession, they are thenceforth culled H the sons of 
light." But the light of masonry is pure, ns emanating from 

----------------------------
* Olh·er, Signs and Symbols, p. 107. 
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tl1e source of all purity and perfection; and :Jlasons, Temember
ing that they are brought out of darkness into light, are admon
i~hed to let the light which is in them so shine before all men, 
that their good works may be seen, and the great fountain of 
that light be glorified. See Da'rkness. 

LILY. The white lily is one of the field-flowers of Judea, 
and is repeatedly alluded to in the Scriptures, as an emblem of 
purity. It occupied a conspicuous place among the ornaments 
of the temple furniture. The brim of the molten sea was 
wrought with flowers of lilies, the chapiters on the tops of the 
pillars at the porch, and the tops of the pillars themselves, were 
adorned with the same p]ant. Sir Robert Ker Porter, describ1ng 
a piece of sculpture which he found at Persepolis, says, ".Almost 
every one in this procession holds ]n his hand a figure like the 
lotos. This flower was full of meaning among the ancients, and 
occurs all over the EaRt. . :Egypt, Persia, Palestine, and India, 
present l, ~very where over their architecture, in the hands and 
on the heads of their sculptured figureR, whether in statue or in 
bas relief. We also find it in the sacred vestments and architec
ture of the tabernacle and temple of the Israelites, and see it 
mentioned by our Saviour, as an image of peculiar beauty and 
glory, when comparing the works of nature with the decmations 
of art. It is also represented in all pictures of the salutation of 
Gabriel to the Virgin ]lary; and, in fact, has been held in mys
terious veneration by people of all nations and times. 'It is thE:' 
symbol of divinity, of purity, and abundance, and of a love most 
complete in perfection, charity, and benediction ; as in Holy 
Scripture, that mirror of purity, Susanna is defined Susa, which 
signified the lily flower, the chief city of the Persians, bearing 
that name for excellency. Hence, the lily's three leaves in the 
arms of France, meaneth Piety, Justice, and Charity.' So far, 
the general impression of a peculiar regard to t" tis beautiful and 
fragrant fio'1 er; but the early Persians attached to it a peculiar 
sanctity." 
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LIN!t1. The line is a cord, to the end of which a piece of lead 
is atta~hed, so that it may hang perpendicularly. The line is 
one of the working tools of a Past .;)Jaster. Operative masons 
make use of the line to proYe that their work is duly perpen
dicular, but by it the Past ::Master is taught the criteTion of 
moral Tectitude, to avoid dissimulation in conversation and ac· 
t1on, and to direct his steps to the path which leads to a glorious 
· rumortality. 

LINES PARALLEL. See Pa1'allel lines. 

IJINGAl\1. See Phallus. 

LION OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH. See Judah. 

LODGE. The room in which a regularly constituted body 
of Freemasons assemble, for the purposes connected with the 
institution, is called a lodge.* The term is also used to desig
nate the collection of )Iasons thus assembled; just as we use 
the word "church" to signify the building in which a congre
gation of worshippers assembles, as well as the congregation 
itself. 

Our English brethren, in their lectures, define a lodge to be 
''an assembly of Masons, just, perfect, and regular, who are met 
togethe1· to expatiate on the mysteries of the order; Just, because 
it contains the volume of the sacred law, unfolded; perfect, from 
its numbers, every order of mas01uy being virtually present by 
its representatives, to ratify and confirm its proceedings j aml 
'J'egula1·, from its Wanant of Constitution, which implies the 
sanction of the Grand )laster for the country where the lvdge 
is held.'' 

A lodge of Freemasons must be legally constituted; that i~, it 
-·------------------------
* Rngon (Cours Pbilosopbiquc) says that lhc \Vorcl lodge is derh•o•l from 

the Sanscrit loga, \vhicb signifies the toorld. This is illustrated by our article 
OD the Form of the Lodge. 



LOD 281 

11ust be in possession of a Charter or Warrant of CoLstitution, 
emanating from the Grand Lodge in whose jurisdiction it is 
situated. This warrant must also be in full force, for if it has 
been revoked or recalled by the Grand Lodge from which it 
emanated, the lodge ceases to be legally constituted, and all its 
proceedings are void. A body of Masons assembled to transact 
masonic business, without the authority of a warrant of consti
tution, or under a warrant whose authority has been revoked, is 
styled a "Clandestine Lodge," and its members are called 
"Clandestine l\fasons." In thus meeting, they are guilty of a 
high masonic misl1emeanor, and become, by the very act itself, 
expelled from the order. 

This restriction in respect to the constitution of a lodge did 
not always exist. Formerly any number of brethren* might 
assemble at any place for the performance of work, and when 
so assembled, were authorized to receive into the order, brothers 
and fellows, and to practice the rites of masonry. The ancient 
cha1·ges were the only standard for the regulation of their con
duct. The ~laster of the loclge was elected pro tentp01·e, and his 
authority terminated with the dissolution of the meeting oYer 
which he had presided, unless the lodge was permanently esta~ 
blishert at any particular place. To the general assembly of the 
craft, held once or twice a year; all the brethren indiscrim inately 
were amenable, and to that power alone. But on the formation 
of Grand Lodges, this inherent right of assembling was volunta
rily surrendered by the brethren and the lodges, and vested in 
the Grand Lodge. And from this time warrants of constitution 
date their existence.t 

In addition to this charter or warrant of constitution, e\"ery 
weB regulated lodge is also furnished with a BiLle, square, and 
Cl)mpasses, which by their symbolic signification enlighten the 

;~,Our unwritten l:tws sny thn.t three must rule a lodge, fh·e may hol<l a lo<lg(', 

vut only ~e\'en <:au Jll:Jke n. lnoge perfect. 
t The first warrant granted by the Grand Lodge of England, after its 

organization in 1717, is dated 1718. 

~..J * 
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mjnd of the l\Iason and guide him in the path of his Juty. \ 
lodge has also a peculiar form, support, and covering, and is s11.p~ 
plied with furniture, ornaments, lights and jewels, all of which 
afford means of symbolic instruction, and are explained in the third 
section of the first lecture. 

O.f}icers.-A lodge of Ancient York Masons is composed of 
the following officers. A Worshipful :Master, a Senior and a 
.J unio1· Warden, Treasurer, Sec:retary, Senior and Junior Deacon, 
and a Tiler. The lattt;r is not necessarily a member of the lodge. 
To these, some lodges add two Stewards, and sometimes a Chap. 
lain. The Senior Deacon is alway~ appointed by the ~laster, aud 
the Junior by the Senior "rarden. The Stewards are generaHy 
appointed by the Junior 'Varden. The Tiler is sometimes elected 
by the lodge, and sometimes appointed by the ~laster. The rest 
of the officers are always elected annually. 

The officers in a lodge of the French rite are more numerous, some 
corresponding, and others bearing no analogy to those in a York 
lodge. They are as follows: Le Venerable or "\Vorghipful :\laster, 
Pre::nier and Second Surveil1ants or Senior and .] unior \\rarden:-, 
Orator, Treasurer, Sec.:retary, Hospitnlcr or collector of ahns, the 
F~xpert, combining the duties of the Senior Deacon and an 

examining committee, ~laster of Ceremonies, Architecte, who 
attends to the decoration of the lodge, and superintends the finan
cial department, Archiviste or Librarian, Keeper of the Seal, 
l\Iaster of the Banquets or Steward, and Guardian of the Temple 
or Tiler. 

In lodges of the Scotch rite, there are, in addition to these, two 
Deacons, a Standard Bearer, and a Sword Bearer. 

In the rite of ~Iisrairn, the "\Vardens are called Assessors, and 
the Deacons, _1\.colytes. 

S!Jmbolic S£gmjication of the Lodge.-Syrnbolically a :\lason's 
lodge is a representation of the world. Its clouded canopy is an 
emblem of those mansions of unutterable bliss, where the Grand 
:\laster of the r uiverse forever reigns, whose all-seci ng eye be~ 
holds, with unceasing complacency, the efforts of his creatures 4 0 
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do his will. To that abode of the blessed the Mason it taught to 
aspire, while the path is indicated by the theological ladder, whose 
principal rounds are faith, hope, and charity. The Sun, the eter
nal fountain of light, the unwearied ruler of the day, shines in 
the lodge, a bright exponent of his Creator's power, while th~ 

Moon, the glorious orb of night, 1·epeats the lesson of divine mu
nificence. Here, too, are we taught, that the vast universe over 
which this Omnipotence presides, was no work of chance, but 
that its foundations are laid in wisdom, supported by strength, and 
adorned with beauty. And as the presence of the Almighty 
illuminates with refulgent splendour the most distant recesses of 
the universe, so is the lodge enlightened by the presence of his 
revealed will. And hence the Bible, as it is of all lights the most 
pure, is to the 1\Iason the most indispensable. And, finally, as 
this world, vast in its extent and complicated in its motions, is 
governed and regulated with unceasing concord and harmony, so 
is the lodge controlled and directed by the same spirits of pea0P-, 
which, emanating in brotherly love, relief, and truth, find their full 
fruition in universal charity .. 

The lodge, technically speaking, in reference to the ceremony 
of consecration, is a piece of furniture made in imitation of the 
Ark of the Covenant, which was constructed by Bazaleel, accord
ing to .the form prescribed by God himself, and which, after the 
erection of the Temple, was kept in the Holy of Holies. As it 
contained the table of the laws, the lodge contaius the Book of 
Constitutions and the warrant of constitution granted by the 
Grand Lodge. Such is the general usage in America, but in 
England the 'c tracing boards" are tec~nically called " the lodge." 
In London the term '' lodge board" is used, which at a consecra
tion is covered with a white cloth, and on it the vessels of corn, 
wine and oil are placed. . 

LODGE ROO)I. The ~Iasons on the continent of Euronc .. 
have a prescribed form or ritual of building, ac:rnrding to whose 
directions it is absolutely necessary that eYery hall for masonic 
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purposes shall be erected. No such regulation exists among the 
fraternity of this conn try or Great Britain. Still the usages of 
the craft., and the objec~;:s of convenience in the administration of 
Jur rites, Tequire that certain general rules should be followcti in 
the construction of a lodge room. These rules relate to its posi· 
tion, its form, and its decorations. 

A lodge room should always, if possible, be situated due east 
and west. This position is not absolutely necessary, and yet it 
is so far so as to demand that some sacrifices should be made, if 
possible, to obtain so desirable a position. It should also be iso
lated, where it is practicable, from all surrounding buildings, and 
should always be placed in an upper story. No lodge should 
ever be held on the ground floor. 

'l'he form of a lodge room should be that of a parallelogram 
or oblong ~quare, at least one-third larger from east to west than 
it is froru north to south. The ceiling should be lofty, to gi\'e 
djgnity to the appearance of the hall, as well as for the purposes 
of health, by compensating, in some degree, for the inconveni
ence of closed windows, which necessarily will deteriorate the 
quality of the air in a very short time in a low room. The ap
proaches to the lodge room, from without should be angular, f01·, 
as Oliver says, ''A straight entrance is unmasonic, autl cannot 
be tolerated."* There should be two entrances to the l'oom, 
which should be situated in the west, and on each side of the 
Senior 1\r arden's station. The one on his right hand is for the 
introduction of visitors and members, and leading from the 
Tiler's room, is called t.be Tilet·'s, or the outer door; the other, 
on his left, leading from the preparation room, is known as the 
''inner door," and sometimes called the "northwest door." 
The situation of these two doors, as well as the rooms with 
which they are conuccted, and which are essentially necessary iu 
a well-constructed lodge room, may be seen from the diagram 
in the following page, which also exhibits the scats of the ofli<.:ers 
and the arrangement of the altar and lights. 

*Book of the Lodge, p. 47. 
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The whole of the east end of the :odge should be eleYatcd 
from the floor by a platform running across the roum, and as
cended by three steps. The windows should be either in the 
roof of the building, or at least Yery high from the floor. Tho 
Helvetian ritual prescribes that the lower part of the wiuuow 
should be seven and a half feet from the surface of the floor. 
By these means our mysteries are adequately secured from the 
profanation of "prying eyes." 

The decorations of a lodge should be altogether masonic. The 
following directions on this subject are given in the Helvetian 
ritual of building : 

".A. good lodge may be known by its ornaments. In most 
lodges, all sorts of decorations are heaped together, without the 
slightest attention to propriety. There should be no picture, 
statue or emblem of heathen deities, nor any bust or picture of 
heathen philosophers. The proper images or emblems are to be 
taken from the Bible, which alone contains the authentic records 
of ancient masom:y. The decorations should be masonic emblems, 
intersecting triangles, the triple tau, square and compasses, 
death's head, &c.; these, if properly managed, can be made 
highly ornamental." 

Tho floor of the lodge should be covered with a carpet or oil 
cloth, made of a ·l\Iosaic pattern; and the ceiling, if painted, 
should represent the "clouded canopy." The curtains, cushions, 
&c., of a symbolic lodge, should be of light or sky blue, and 
those of a chapter room scarlet. 

LOGIC. The art of reasoning~ and one of the seven liberal 
arts and sciences, whose uses are inculcated in the second degree. 
The power of right reasoning, which distinguishes the man of 
sane mind from the madman and the idiot, is deemed essential to 
the l\Iason, that he may comprehend both his rights and his uu
ties. And hence the unfortunate beings just named, who arc 
withcut this necessary mental quality, are denied admission into 
tl'"' nw:J~.,. 
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LOUVETEAU. See Lewis. 
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LOWEN. An old word, signifying, most probably, a disre-

putable person. \Y ebster defines lown, which se£ ms to be the 
same wprd, without the old Saxon termination en, "a low fellow,'' 
The word is found in the "Ancient Charges at the constituting 
of a Lodge," belonging to the Lodge of Antiquity, London. 
"Twelvethly, That a l\laster or Fellow make not a mould stone, 
square, nor rule, to no lowen, nor let no lowen worke within 
their lodge, nor without to mould stone." 

LUSTRATION. A purification by water. This was an in. 
dispensable pre-requisite to initiation into all the ancient myste
ries. The lustration in Freemasonry is mental. No aspirant 
can be admitted to participate in our sacred rites until he is tho
roughly cleansed from all pollution of guilt. In some of the 
higher degrees of the Ancient and Accepted rite a lustration or 
ablution is practised. 

LUX. Light. Freemasonry anciently received, among other 
names, that of "Lux," because it is ·to be regarded as the doc
trine of Truth, and in this sense may be said to be coeval with 
creation, as an emanation from the Divine Intelligence. Among 
the Rosicrucians, light was the knowledge of the philosopher's 
stone, and Mosheim says that in chemical language the cross + 
was an emblem of light, because it contains within its figure the 
forms of the three letters, of which LVX or light is composed 

LUX E TENEBRIS. Light out of darkness. A masonic 
motto, expre~sive of the object of masonry, and of what the 
t.rue l\la..'3on supposes himself to have attained. 
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M. 
l\lAACHA. In the lOth degree of the Scotch Rite we are 

informed that certain traitors fled to " l\Iaacha king of Cheth," 
by whom tLey were delivered up to King Solomon on his sending 
for them. In 1 Kings ii. 39, we find it recorded that two of the 
servants of Shimei fled from Jerusalem to "Achish, son of 
Maacha king of Gath." I am inclined to believe from this pas· 
sage, that the carelessness of the early copyists of the ritual led 
t.o the double error of putting 0 hetlt for Gath and of supposing 
that l\Iaacha was its king instead of its king's father. · The 
manuscripts of the Scotch or Ancient and Accepted rite, too 
often copied by unlearned persons, show many such corruptions 
of Hebrew names, which modern researches must eventually 
correct. 

l\IAC. A Hebrew word which is said to signify" is smitten," 
from the verb jJ~J nacha to smite. This is not however a pure 
derivation. It may be the word po mall-, "rottenness," and in 

its appropriate place would then signify "there is 'l'otteness," or 
"he is 1·otten,." 

1\IAH. The Hebrew interrogative pronoun iT fj signifying 
''wlwt?" 

1\IAHER-SHALAir-HASH-BAZ. Four Hebrew words 
which the prophet Isaiah was ordered to write upon a tablet, 
and which were afterwards to be the name of l1is son. They 
signify, "make haste to the prey, f<lll upon the spoil," and were 
prognostic of the sudden !J.ttack of the As~yrians. They may 
be said, in their masonic use, to be symbolic of the readiness for 
action which should distinguish a warrior. 

l\lAKE. "To make l\lasons" is a very ancient term, used 
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ru the oldest charges extant, as synonymous with the verb 
"initiate." 

:MALLET. One of the working _tools of a ~lark l\Iaster, 
having the same emblematic meaning as the common gavel in 
the Entered Apprentice's degree. It teaches us to correct the 
irregularities of temper, and, like enlightened reason, to curb 
the aspirations of unbridled ambition, to depress the malignity 
of envy, and to moderate the ebullition of anger. It relieYes 
t.he mind from all the excrescences of vice, and fits it, as a well 
wrought stone, for that exalted station in the gTeat temple of 
nature, to which, as an emanation of the Deity, it is entitled. 

The mallet or setting maul is also an emblem of the third 
degree, and is said to have been the implement by which the 
stones were set up at the temple. It is often improperly con
founded with the common gavel. 

MANUAL. Belonging to the hand, from the Latin manus, 
a hand. )iasons arc, in a peculiar manner, reminded by the 
hand, of the necessity of a prudent and careful observance of 
all their pledges and duties, and hence this organ suggests 
certain symbolic instructions in relation to the virtue of pru
dence. 

1\IARK. It is a plate of gold or silver, worn by :L\Iark 
Masters. The form is generally that of a l\Iark ]laster's key
stone, within the circular inscription there being engraved a 
device, selected by the owner. This mark, on being adopted by 
a Mark l\Iaster, is recorded in the Book of Marks, and it is not 
lawful for him eYer afterwards to e~change it for any other. 
It is a peculiar pledge of frieudship, and its presentation by a 
destitute brother to another 1\Iark Muster, claims from the latter 
ecrtam offices of friendship and hospitality, which are of soleulll 
obligation among the brethren of this degree. 

1\lurks or pledges of this kind were of frequent use au1ou!? 
25 
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the ancients, under the name of t<~ssera ho::spitu![s auu '' ar
rhabo." The nature of the tesse'ra lwspitaHs, or, as the Greeks 
~ailed it, 6Uf1(3vJ..ov, cannot be better described than in the words 
of the Scholiast on the :Media of Euripides, v. 613, where Jason 
promises l\Iedea, on her parting from him, to send her the sym
bols of hospitality which should procure her a kind reception in 
foreign countries. It was the custom,says the Scholiast, when a 

guest had been entertained, to break a die in two parts, one of 
which parts was retained by the guest, so that if, at any future 
period he required assistance, on exhibiting the brokPn. pieces of 
the die to each other, the friendship was renewed. Plautus, in 
one of his comedies, gives us an exemplification of the manner 
in which these tesserre or pledges of friendship were used at 
Rome, whence it appears that the privileges o[ this friendship 
were extended to the descendants of the contracting parties. 
Preuulus is introduced, inquiring for Agora_stocles, with whose 
family J1e had formerly exchanged the tessera. 

"Ag. Antidimarchus' adopted son, 
If you do seck, I am the very man. 

Peen. How! do I hear aright? 
Ag. I am the son 

Of old An tid am us. 
Peen. If so, I pray you 

Compare with me the hospitable die. 
I've brought this with me . 

.Ag. Prithee, let me see it. 
It is, indeed, the very counterpart 
Of mine at home. 

Peen. All hail, my welcome guest, 
Your father was my guest, Antidamus. 
Your father was my honoured guest, and then 
This hospitable die with me he parted."* 

* Ag. Siquidem Antidimarcbi qurons acloptatitinm. 
Ego sum ipsus quem tu qurori;;. 

Peen. Jicm! IJUitl ego audio? 
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These tesserre, thus used, like the l\Iark )Jaster'::; mark, for 
the purposes of perpetuating friendship and rendering its union 
more sacred, were constructed in the following manner: they took 
rt small piece of bone, ivory or stone, generally of a square or 
cubical form, and dividing it into equal parts, each wrote his own 
name, or some other inscription, upon one of the pieces; they 
then made a mutual exchange, and, lest falling into other hands 
it should give occasion to imposture, the pledge was preserved 
with the greatest secrecy, and no one knew the name inscribed 
upon i~ except the possessor. 

The primitive Christians s,eem to have adopted a similar prac
tice, and the tessera was carried by them in their travels, as a 
means of introduction to their fellow Christians. A fa"\"'ourite in
Hcription with them were the letters IT. Y. A. n., being the iuitials 
of llaTYJp, Ycoc;, Arcoll flywp.a, or Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
The use of these tesserre, in the place of written certificates, con
tinued, says Dr. Harrjs, until the 11th century, at which time 
they are mentioned by Burchardus, Archbishop of Worms, in a 
visitation charge.* 

The arrhabo was a similar keepsake, formed by breaking a 
piece of money in two. The etymology of this word shows dis
tinctly that the Romans borrowed the custom of these pledges 
fi·om the ancient Israelites. For it is derived from the Hebrew 
araban, a pledge. 

With this detail of the customs of the ancients before us, we 
can easily explain the well-known passage in Revelation, ii. 17 
"To him that overcometh will I give a white stone, and in it a 

Ag. Antidamre me gnatum esse. 
Pam. Si ita est, tessermn 

Conferre si vis hospitalem, eccam, nttuli. -
. .A[J. Agedum hue ostende ;. est per probe; nam habeo domum. 

Pam. 0 mi ho::p~s, salve multum; nam mihi tuus pater, 
Pnter tnns ergo hospes, Antidamas fuit: 
Hrec mil hospitalis tessera cum illo fuit. 

Pamul. act. v., s. c. 2, t;er. 85. 

• Ilarri&, Diss. on tho Tess. Hospit., * vi. 
25 
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aew name wTitten, which no man knoweth saving he tbat re· 
ceiveth it." That is, to borrow the interpretation of Harris, 
"To him that o,·ercometb will I give a pledge of my affection, 
which shall constitute him my friend, and entitle him to privi· . 
leges and honours, of 'lrhich none else can know the value or the 
extent.* 

l\IARK 1\IAN. According to masonic tradition, the Mark 
l\Icn were the Wardens, as the l\Iark 1\Iasters were the ~Iasters 
of the Fellow Craft ]odges,t at the buildjng of the Temple. 
They distributed the marks to the workmen, and made the first 
inspection of the work, which was afterwards to be approved 
by the overseers. As a degree, the Mark .i\lan is not recognbed 
in America, and I am not aware that it is worked as such in 
England, although Carlyle gh•es us its ritual. Oliver, at least, 
mentions it only incidentally in his chronological catalogue. 

MAllK )L\..ST~JR. The 4th degree in the American 
rite. We are told in Holy 'y rit, that Solomon employed 
113,600 craftsmen in the construction of the Temple. To con
trol this vast multitude of workmen, to inspect their work with 
accuracy, and to pay their wages with punctuality and correct
ness, so that harmony might continue to exist among all, must 
haYe required a judicious system of government, in which every 
avenue to imposition was guarded with unceasing vigilance, and 
the very best means adoptecl of rewarding the industrious, and 
of discovering and punishing the idle. 'Vith such a system 
alone was it })Ossible to construct an edifice of the size of Solo
mon's Temple in but little more than seven years, while the 
Temple of Diana, a.t Ephesus, in e'l'cry respect inferioT to it., oc-

* Harris, Diss. on the Tess. Hm:pit., ~ vii 
t Only those working in the quarries were, I suppose, thus governed. The 

Fello\v Crafts on .Mount Lebnnon 'vcre differently arranged. This is, howeYer, 
all supposition. though a different theory would he iucongruot<s with tho hi:;tory 
of the l\lark deg1·ee. 
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cupied the anwziog period of two hundred and twenty years in 
building. This system of government, l\Iark })lasters assert, is 
preserved in their ueg:ree. and its historical ceremonies consist 
principally in a recapitulation of the manner in which this work 
was conducted, exemplifying, by the relation of an event which 
is said to have occurred, the necessity of circumspection on the 
one part, and of honest industry on the other. The degree also 
inculcates the virtue of charity, and draws st.ill closer the bonds 
of mutual friendship, which unite us into one common brother· 
hood of love. 

In this country, the .l\Iark Master's is the _first degree given in 
a Royal Arch Chapter. Its officers are a Right 'Vorshipful 
l\Iaster, Senior and Junior 'Vardens, Secretary, Treasurer, 
Senior and Junior Deacons, })laster, Senior and Junior Over· 
seers. The degree cannot be conferred when less than six. are 
present, who, in that case, must be the first and last three officers 
above named. The working tools are the Mallet and indenting 
Chisel, (which see.) 

In· England, the ~lark degree, at one time not recognized, is now 
practised under a distinct organization. The Grand Lodge of )lark 
Master ~Iasons of England and \-Vales wns founded in the year 1856. 
In Scotland, the degree is conferred under the authority oft he Grand 
Chapter. illark l\Iasters' Lodges iu Americ'l were forwerly some. 
times organized independently of chapters, deriving their wm·· 
rants directly from a Grand Chapter. But such lodges ba-re 
lately been forbidden by the revised constitution of the General 
Grand Chapter of the United States, and no longer exist in the 
States which acknowledge the supremacy of that body. 

l\1A RK OF THE CRAFT. })Iasonic tradition informs us 
that, at the building of King Solomon's temple, every )IHson 
was provided with a peculiar mark, which be placed upon his 
woTk, t) distinguish it from thut of hiR fellows. By tr10 aid of 
these n u.rks the overseers were enabled, without dilliculty, to 
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trace any piece of defective work to the faulty workman, and 
every chance of imposition, among so large an assemblage of 
craftsmen as were engaged at the Temple, was thus effectually 
prevented. 

History confirms the truth of this tradition, because it clearly 
shows that a similar usage has always existed among openuiv~ 
:Masons. These ma11ks have been found at Spire, \Yorws, Stra:;
burg, Hheims, Basle, and other places; and ~I. Didron, who re
ported a series of observations,* on the subject of these )lasons' 
marks, to the Uorrdte Histon'que des Arts et .2llonumcns, of Paris, 
believes that l1e can discover in them references to distinct 
schools or lodges of ~Iasons. He divides them into two classes : 
those of the overseers and those of the men who worked the 
stones. The marks of the first class consist of monogrammatic 
characters; those of the second, are of the nature of symbols, 
such as shoes, trowels, mallets, &c. 

A correspondent of the Freemason's Quarterly Reyiew states 
that similar marks are to be found on the stones which compo.Be 
the walls of the fortress of Allahabad, which was erected in 
154:2, in the E;1st Indies. " The walls," says this writer, " are 
composed of large oblong blocks of red granite, and are almost 
every where coYered by maso11ic emblems, which evince some
thing more than mere ornament. They are not confined to one 
particular spot, but are scattered oYer the walls of the fo1·tress, 
iu many places as high as thirty or forty feet from the ground. 
It is quite certain that thousands of stones on the walls, bearing 
these masonic symbols, were carved, marked, and numbered in 
the quarry, previous to t.he erection of the building." 

In the ancient buildings of Englund and France, these marks 
are to be found in grunt abundance. In a communication, on 
this subject, to the London Society of Antiquaries, )h. Gotlwiu 
states, "that, in his opinion, these marks, if collected and <:om-

~ Quoted by Godwin, in the Arcbroological 'l'rnn::-actions, and by Oliver, hl 
bis Historical Landmarks. 



::\tAR 295 

pared, might assist in connecting ~he various bands of opemtn'es1 

who, under the protection of the church-mystically united
spread themselves over Europe during tht: ~Iiddle Ages, and arc: 
known as Freemasons."* l\Ir. Godwin describes these marks, 
as varying in length from two to seven inches, and as formed by 
a single line, f'lightly indented, consisting chiefly of crosses, 
known masonic symbols, emblems of the Trinity and of eternity1 

the double triangle, trowel, square, &c. 
The same writer observes that, in a conversation, in September, 

18-14, with a :Mason at work on the Canterbury Cathedral: he 
"found that many :Masons (all who were Freemasons) had their 
mystic marks handed down from generation to generation j this 
man had his mark from his father, and he received it from his 
grandfather."t 

1\IARSH.AL. An officer common to several masonic bodies, 
whose duty is to regulate processions and other public solem
nities 

1\IARTINIS~I. A rite or modification of masonry, instituted 
at Lyons, in France, towards the end of the last century, by the 
1\Iarquis de St. l\Iartin. St. Martin was a disciple of Paschalis, 
the rite established by whom, in 175-1, he attempted to reform.t 
The degrees in Martin's rite were ten, divided into two classes or 
temples. The first temple comprised the degrees of Apprentice, 
Fellow Craft, 1\Iaster, Ancient :Master, Elect, Grand Architect, 

* The Travelling Freemasons, who are described in this work under that 
title. 

t I refer the masonic student, who desires still further to in>estignte this 
interesting subject, to the 15th Lecture of Bro. Olh·er's Historical Landmarks; 
a work to which I have been deeply indebted in the course of my mnsonic 
studies. Godwin has also written lenrnedly on this topic, in various articles 
in the Archreologicnl Transactions, tho Builder, ::m .I other periodicals. Om• 
of his articles I have caused to be re-published in the Southern and Western 
Masonic 1\liscellany, vol. ii. No. 12. 

t Sec the word Pa11chab'1J. 
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an<l ~laster of the Secret. The degrees of the second tmllple 
were Prince of Jerusalem, Knight of Palestine, and Knight 
Kadosh. Martinism extended from Lyons iuto the principal 

cities of France, Germany, and even Russia.* 

)IASO~, DERIV ATIO~ OF. The etymology of the words 
mason and ma~onry have afforded masonic writers an ample op
portunity of exhibiting their research and ingenuity. Some haYe 
derived them from the Persian l\Iagi, or disciples of Zoroaster; 
while Hutchinson offers the conjecture, that they are corrupted 

from the Greek Jluf'i<Yjpcov, a mystery, and JlutJTYjr;, one initiated 

into the ancient mysteries. He seems, too, to think tl1at .. Vai)(Jn 

may probably come from Maw l:ooy, I .~cek what ~·s safr, and ma
S01l1'!J from Jftgoupfi.Y£w, I am in tht> mid~t of heaven, or from the 

Hebrew Greek .1/a~oupwO, one of the constellations of the zodiac. 
A writer in the European ~lagilZine, for February, 1792, who 
signs himself George Drake, attributing to masonry a Druidical 
origin, derives )Jason from what he calls ?na!J's on, or the men 

of )lay, on being men as in the French on dit, and 1na!J's on are, 
therefore, the Druids, whose prindpal celebrations were in thl! 
mouth of ~fay. Lastly, we may add, as a curious coinci«lenec, 

at least, that the Ilebrcw .VO.~, ?nassang or masan, signifies a stone 
quan-y. All these suggestions, however, seem to me to be more fan
ciful than true ; it is more probable that the word must be taken 
in its ordinary signification of a worker in stone, and thus it in· 
dicates the origin of the order from a society of practical arti fleers. 

1\IASONRY. Masonry is of two kinds, operative and spe-
culative. Operative masonry js engaged in the construction of 
material edifices, by means of stone and marble; speculative ma
sonry is occupied iu the erection of a spiritual temple, by mra11s 

of symbolic instruction. The latter, which is also called Frc .. 
masoury, adopts and symbolizes, for its sacred purpose, the i111-

* Cla,·el, Hist. Pitt., p. 170. 
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piewrnts and materials which are used in the former. Henc::o 
operuti ve masonry is an art) and speculative, a science; and while 
t.ho objects of the one are profane and temporal, tho~e of the other 
are sacred and eternal. 

l\IASON'S DAUGHTER. This is an androgynous degree, 
iuvente·d in the Western State~, and given to Master .i\Iasons, 
their wi\Tes, and unmarried sisters and daughters. It refers to 
circum~tances recorded in the xi. and xii. chapters of the Gospel 
of St. John. 

l\IASTER AD VITAl\1. Another name for the degree of 
Grand Master of all symbolic lodges, which see. 

1\IASTER, GRAND .. See Grand Master. 

l\1ASTER l.L'{ ISRAEL. See Intendant of the Building. 

l\IASTER :l\:IASON. The third degree in all the different 
rites. In this, which is the perfection of symbolic or ancient 
craft masonry, the purest of truths are unveiled amid the most 
awful ceremonies. None but he who has visited the holy of 
holies, and travelled the 'road of peril, can have any conception 
of the mysteries unfolded in this degree. Its solemn observ<tnces 
diffuse a sacred awe, and inculcate a lesson of religious truth-, 
and it is not until the neophyte has reached this summit of our 
ritual, that he can exclaim with joyful accents, in the language 
of the sage of old, "Eu,reka, Eureka," I have found at last the 
long-sought. treasure. In the language of the learned and zealou8 
Hutchinson, somewhat enlarged in its allusion, <'the )faster .l\Iason 
represents a. man under the doctrine of love, saved from the grave 
of iniquity, and Taised to the faith of salvation. It testifies our 
faith in the resurrection of the body, and, while it inculcates a 
practical lesson of prudence and unshrinking fidelity, it inspireg 
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the most cheering hope of that final reward which belongs alone 
tt' th~ "just made perfect." 

Thi8 was the last and highest of the three degrees in existence 
~t the construction of the first temple~ and jt is, therefore, called 
(' the perfection of ancient craft masonry." l1~rom the sublimity 
of tho truths developed in it, and from the solemn nature of the 
ceremonies, it has received the appellation of the "sublime de-
gree." From this degree alone can the officers of a lodge be 
cho.-en; and, though Fellow Crafts arc permitted oo speak, the 
privilege of voting is confined to l\Iaster l\Iasons. 

MASTER OP A LODGE. The presiuing officer, in a blue 
or symbolic lodge, is called " the \Vorshipful l'Iaster." In the 
French lodges, he is styled "Le Venerable," when the lodge is 
opened in the first or second degree, and " Le tre.s Venerable," 
when in the third. The power of a l\Iaster in his lodge is absolute. 
He is the supreme arbiter of all questions of order, so far as the 
meeting is concerned, nor can any appeal be made from his de
cision to that of the lodge. He is amenable for his conduct to 
the Grand Lodge alone, and to that body must every complaint 
against him be made. For no misdemeanor, however great, can 
he be tried by his lodge, for, as no one has a right to preside there 
in his presence except himself, it would be absurd to suppose that 
he could sit as the judge in his own case. This is the decision 
that has been made on the subject by every Grand IJodge in the 
United States which has entertained the question, and it may be 
now considered as a settled law of masonry. He is elected an
nually, but must have 1weviously presided as a Warden, except 
in the case of a newly constituted lodge, or where every Past Mas
ter and 'Varden, as well as the present l\Iaster, have refused to 
serve, or have died, resigned, or been expelled. lie is, wit.b his 
\Vardens, the representative of his lodge in the Grand Lodge, 
and is there bound to speak, act, or vote, as the lodge shall, by 
resolution, dit·ect him. The right of instruction forms a part of 
our ancient regulations. He is to be treated with the utmost r~ 



MAS 299 

verence and respect while in the chair, and his commands must 
be implicitly obeyed. The ancient charges on this subject are ex
plicit. ''You are not to hold private committees, or separate con
versation, without leave from the Master, nor to talk of any thing 
impertinent or unseemly, nor interrupt the ~laster; * * * * * but 
to pay due reverence to your l\Iaster, 'Vardens an~ Fellows, and 
put them to wor;;hip:"-Ancient Charges, § vi. 1. 

The jewels and furniture of the lodge are placed under the 
care of the ~laster, he being responsible to the lodge for their 
safe custody. It is his duty to see that the landmarks of the "' 
order be not infringed, that the regulations of the Grand Lodge 
and the by-laws of his own lodge be strictly enforced, that all his 
officers faithfully J)erform their duties, and that no ineligible can
didate be admitted. He has the right of congregating his lodge 
whenever he thinks proper, and of closing it at any time that in 
his judgment may seem best. 

'Vith respect to the removal of the lodge, the Master possesses 
pcculim· privileges according to the regulations of the Grand 
Lodge of England, adopted in 1735. By these no motion for 
removal of the lodge can be made during the absence of the )las
ter. But this is a merely local regulation, and does not appear, 
generally, to have been adopted by the fraternity in America. 

Lastly, the ~laster has particularly the charge of the warrant 
of constitution, and is empowered to select his Senim· Deacon from 
among the ~laster l\lasons of the lodge. 

Tbe jewel of the Master is a square; be('ause, as the square is 
employed by operative l\lasons to fit and adjust the stones of a 
building, so that all the parts shall properly agree, so the )laster 
of the lodge is admonished, by the symbolic meaning of the 
!3quaTc upon his brcnst, to preserve that moral deportment among 
the members, which should ever characterize good )lasons, so 
that no ill-feeling or angry discussions may m·ise to impair the 
harmony of the meeting. 

I cannot bett0r close tl1is article than with the following es· 
tract from the writings of Dr. 011n?1', in relation to the qualifi. 
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cations of a ~Iaster of a lodge. "I am decidedly of opinion t.bat 
much general knowledge is necessary to expand the mind, and 
fallli1iarize it with masonic discussions and illustrations, before a 
hrot her can be pronounced competent to undertake the arduous 
uuty of goYerning a lodge. A l\I•Ister of the work ought to 
L:we nothing to learn. Ilc should be fully qualified, not only to 
instruct the younger brethren, but to rcsoh·e- the doubts of those 
who are more advanced in masonic knowledge; to reconcile ap
parent contradictions; to settle chronologies, and to elucidate 
obscure facts or mystic legends, as well as to answer the objec
tions and to render pointless the ridicule of our uninitiated ad

versaries."* 

:JIASTJi~R OF CA V ALH.Y. An officer in a Council of 
Knights of the Red Cross, whose duties arc, in some respects, 

similar to those of a Juuior Deacon in a. symbolic lodge. 

1\fASTBR OF CEREMOXIES. An officer found in many 

of the lodges of England, and in all of tLose of the Continent. 
His duties are principally those of a. conductor of the candidate. 
'l'he office is not recogni~ed in the York ritual as practised in 
this country, though I think it is to be found in some of the 

lodges of New York, and perhaps occasionally elsewhere .. 

1\IASTER OF DISPATCHES. The Secretary of a Council 

of Knights of the Red Cross. 

MASTER OF FI.N ... \.KCES. 'fhe Treasurer of a Council of 

Knights of the Red Cross. 

1\f ASTJi~R OF INFANTRY. An officer in a Council of 

Knights of the Red OrosR, wl1ose duties arc, in some respc('ts, 
similar to tl10se of a Seuior Deacon in a E~ymbolic Io.lgc. 

i!t Hi!:t. vf Iuilintion, Prcf., p. x. 
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MASTER OF THE PALACE. An officer in a Council 
~f Knights of the Red Cro8s7 whose duties are peettliar to the 
degree. 

)!EDITERRANEAN PASS. A side degree, sometime~ 

conferred in this country on Royal Arch :Masons. It has no 
lecture or legend. 

:JIEETINGS OF A LODGE. The meetings of lodges are 
1·egular, and extra or emergent. Regular meetings are held 
under the provision of the by-laws, but extra meetings are called 
by the order of the Worshipful ]laster. It is one of tl1e ancient 
laws, that no extra meeting can alter, amend, or expunge the 
proceedings of a regular meeting. The meetings of lodges are 
termed " communications," and this word should always be used 
in the minutes, summonses, and other masonic documents. 

MELCHISEDEK. King of Salem, and a Priest of the )lost 
H igh God, of whom all that we know is to be found in the pas
sage~ of Scripture read at the conferring of the degree of High 
P1·iesthood. Some theologians have supposed him to have been 
Sbem, the son of Noah. 

~IELITA. The ancient name of the island of :Malta. 

:JHE~IPHIS, RITE OF. A :Masonic rite, established at 
Paris, in 1839, by J. A. )Jarconis and E. N. :Jlouttet. It after
wards extended to Bru::;sels and ~Iarseilles. It was composed of 
ninety-one degrees, and is said to haYe been a modification of the 
rite of ~li::;riam. Its existence has been ephelllL't·al. for it is now 
extinct, or practised without legal autl10rity 

ME~{ . .:\.TZCHL\1. The overseers at tbe building of the 
Temple, amounting to 3300. Sec 1 Kings v. 15, nml 2 Chron 

H. 18. 
2G 
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M LDDLE CH.·L\IBER. The middle chamber is thus de
scribed in the 1st book of Kings. "And against the wall of the 
house he built chambers rouud about, against the walls of the 
house round about, both of the temple and of the oracle : and 
he made chambers round about: the nethermost chamber was 
fhe <:ubits broad, and the middle was six cubits broad, aitd the 
third was seYen cubits broad: for without in the wall of the 
house he made narrowed rests round about, that the beams 
should not be fastened in the walls of the house. The door filr 
the middle clwmve1· was in the right side of the house: and 
they went up with ~cincz.ing stcl'i1·s into the middle chamber, and 
out of the middle into the third."-1 Kings, vi. 5, 6, 8. 

1.'hcse cham hers, after the temple was completed, se1Ted for 
the accommodation of the priests when upon duty; in them they 
depo~ited their Ycstruents and the ~ncrcd Yessels. Rut the 
knowledge of the purpose to which the middle chamber wns 
appropriated, while the temple was in the course of construction, 
is only preserved iu masonic tmdition. 

:JliXUTES. The minutes of the proceedings of the loJgc 
should always be read just before closing, that auy ultmations 
or amendments may be proposed by the brethren ; and again 
immediately after opening at the next cownnmication, tbat they 
may be confirmed. But the minutes of a regular communica
tion are not to be read at u succeeding extra one, because, as the 
proceedings of a regular communication cannot be discussed at 
au extra, it would be unnecessary to read them ; for, if incorrect, 
they could not be amended until the next regular communi
'3auon. 

l\liSRAIM, RI'l'E OF. This rite was compo:;ed, in 1 ~05, -,c 

* Oli,·er says it ~as founrl~d in 1782, but I think he conf11unds the l:gyp
tinn masonry, of CnglioHro, with the rite of ::\{i::;rinro. Cla\cl is my nutbority 

for the dale. 
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oy several ~Iasons who had been refused adlllission into the 
Supreme Council of the Scotch rite, which had been organized 
during that year, at , :Milan. In 1814, it was established in 
France, and, in the following y~ar, the lodge of ".Arc-en-de(' 
was constituted at Paris. Unsuccessful attempts were marle to 
extend this rite, during the succeeding years, to Belgium, Swe
den, and Switzerland; and, in 1820, it was carried over to Ire
land, where it is said sti11 to exist, but in a languishing condi
tion. At present but three lodges at Paris acknowledge thiH 
rite, whose ''Puissance Supreme," or centre of government,is 
placed in that city. The Grand Orient of France has never 
recognised this rite as a part of masonry. The rite of ~Iisriam, 
or, as it is sometimes called, the rite of Egypt, consists of 90 
degrees, divided into 4 series and 17 classes. Some of these 
degrees are entirely original, but many of them are borrowed 
from the Scotch l'ite. 

For the gratification of the curious inspector, the following list 
of these degrees is subjoined. The titles are translated as lite
rally as possible from the French. 

I. SERIES-SYMBOLIC. 

1st Class: 1, Apprentice; 2, Fellow Craft; 3, ~laster. 2d 
Class: 4, Secret Master; 5, Perfect Master; 6, l\Iaster through 
Curiosity; 7, l\Iaster in Israel; 8, English l\Iaster. 3d Class: 
9, Elect of Nine; 10, Elect of the Unknown; 11, Elect of 
Fifteen; 12, Perfect Elect; 13, illustrious Elect. 4th Class: 
14, Scotch Trinitarian; 15, Scotch Fellow Craft; 16, Scotch 
1\Iaster; 17, Scotch panisiere; 18, l\Iaster of the Scottish rite; 
19, Elect of three;· Scotch l\Iaster of the sacred vault of James 
VI.; 21, Scotch l\Iaster of St. Andrew. 5th Class : 22, Art:>hi
tect; 23, Grand Architect; 2-!, Archite(ture; 25, .Apprentice 
Perfect Architect; 26, Fellow Craft I t!rfect Architect; '27, 
l\Iaster Perfect Architect; 28, Perfect Architect; 29, Sublime 
Scotch l\Iaster; 30, Sublime Scotch l\Iaster of Heroden. 6th 

26 
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Closs: 31, Royal _\rch; 32, Grand .Axe; 33, Sublime Knight 
of Election, Chief of the 1st Series. 

II. sERIES-PHILOSOPHIC. 

7th Class: 34, Knight of the Sublime Election; 35, Prus
sian Knight; 36, Knight of the Temple; 37, Knight of the 
Eagle; 38, Knight of the Black Eagle; 39, Knight of the Red 
Eagle; 40, \Ybite Knight of the East; 41, Knight of the East. 
8th Class: 42, Commander of the East; 43, Grand Commander 
of the East; 44, .Architect of the So"V"ereign Commanders of the 

. Temple; 45, Prince of Jerusalem. 9th Class: 46, SoYereign 
l'rince Rose Croix of IGlwiuning :md Heroden; -17, Knight of 
the \Ycst; 48, Subiimc I>hilosophy; 49, Chaos tLe first, dis
erect; 50, Chaos the second, wise; 51, Knight of the Sun. lOth 
Class: 52, Supreme Comruander of the Stars; 53, Sublime 
Philosopher; 54, First degree of the Key of ~Iasonry, ~lin or; 
55, Second degree, \Yasher; 56, Third degree, Dcllows-ulower ; 
57, Fourth degree, Caster; 58, Freemason .Adept; 5D, Sovereign 
Elect; 60, SoYereign of Sovereigns; 61, ~laster of Lodges; 6~, 
:\lost J1 igh and Most Powerful ; 63, Knight of J>alestine; 6-±, 
Knightof the \Vhite Eagle; 65, Grand Elect Knight K H; 
66, Grand Inquiring Commander, Chief of the 2d Series. 

III. SERIEs-:JlY:'TICAL. 

11th Class: 61, Benevolent Knight; 68, Knight of the 
Rainbow; 69, Knight of B. or Hhanuka, called IIynarotb; 70, 
:Most wise Israelitish prince; 12th Ola~Ss : 71, Soycreign Prince 
Talmudim; 72, Sovereign Prince Zadkim; 73, Grand Haram. 
13th Class: 14, Sovereign Grand Prince Haram; 75, Sove· 
reign Prince Hassidim. 1-±th Cla.<;s: 76, Sovereign Grand 
I>rince Hasidim; 77, Grand Inspector Intendant, Regulator-Gene
ral. of the Order, .Chief of the 3<.1 Series. 

IV. SElUES-CABALibTIC. 

15th and 16th Classes: 78, 79, 80, 81, 82, 83, 84, 85, SG, 
degrees wl1ose names are concealed from all but the possessors. 
17th (!lass: 87, SoYcreigu Grand Princes, constituted Graud 
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Masters, and legitimate 1·eprcsentatives of the order for the First 
Series; 88, Ditto for the Second Series; 89, Ditto for the Third 
Series; 90, Absolute Sovereign Grand Master, Supreme Power 
of the Order, and Chief of the 4th Series. 

The chiefs of this rite claim the privilege, which, of course, 
bus never been conceded to them, of directing and controlling all 
the other rites of Freemasonry, as their common source. :From 
an examination of a part of its ritual, and the perusal of some 
of its official publications, I am inclined to believe the assertion 
of its friends, who claim for it an eminently philosophical cha· 
racter. The organization of the rite is, however, too complicated 
and diffuse to have ever been practically convenient. l\Iany of 
its degrees were founded upon, or bonowed from, the Egyptian 
rites, and its ritual is said to be a very close imitation of the 
ancient system of initiation. 

The legend of the third degree in this rite is abolished. 
HAB is said to have returned to his family, after the completion 
of the Temple, and to have passed the remainder of his days in 
peace and opulence. The legend, substitJ,lted by the rite of 
)lisraim for that admitted by all the other rites, is carried back 
to the days of Lamech, whose son J ubal, under the name of 
H<nio-J nbal-Abi, is reported to have been slain by three traitors, 
Hagava, Hakina, and Haremda. * 

)liTIIRAS, )lYSTERIES OF. The mysteries of ~Jithras 
were celebrated in Persia. They were instituted by Zeradusht, 
or Zoroaster, ap Eastern sage, concerning whose era the learned 
are unable to agree, some placing it in the reign of Darius Hy:;:. 
t.aspes, and others contending that he li\·ed centuries before the 
reign of that monarch. Zoroaster reformed the doctrines of the 
M11gi, an(l established a theology which was adopted as the reli
gion (If the Persia!ls, Chaldcans, Parthinns, ~h·de~, 2nrl othl' r 

~ See a singular work, publi::;hed in 1Sa5, at Puri::;, by Mnrc Dctlarride, une 
of the chiefs of the rite, under the title of ".De l'Ordre .l(aC'olwiqne de Jlill· 
)'<zim," pp. 25 and llS. 

26 * 
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neighbouring nations. According to the Zend .A.ve::5 ta, the sa. 
cred book in which tl1ese doctrines are contained, the Supreme 
Being, whose name signifies "Time without bounds," created 
Li!Jht in the beginning; out of this light proceeded Ormuzd, or 

the principle of light, who, by his omnific word, created the 
world. lie produced also the superior genii, Amshnspands, who 
surround his throne, as the mes~engers of his will, and the infe
rior genii, Izcds, who are the guardian angels of the world, and 
whose chief is :.Uithras. The Supreme Being also created Ahri
man, the principle of darkness, and the Dives, or evil genii 

under him. These are incessantly at war mth Ormuzd, euuea
vouring to corrupt the Yirtuc and destroy the happiness of the 
human race. But their effort:', the Zencl A YeBta declares, are 
vain; for, as~isted by the Izeds, the triumph of the good prin· 

ciple has been resolYed in the secret decrees of the Supreme 
Being. 

Mithras resided in the sun, and hence that luminary was wor .. 

15hipped as the abode of the God of Light. He was represented 
as a young man co\·ered with a Phrygian turban, and clothed in 
a mantle and tunic. He pre~ses with l1is knee upon a bull, one 
of whose horns he holds in Lis right hand, while with the rif!ht 
he plunges a dagger into his neck. This was an eYideut allusion 
to the power of the suu whcu h(.' is in the zodiacal sigu of Taurus. 
In Persia, the mysteries of )lithras were celcbrated at the winter 

solstice; in Rome, where they were introduced in the time of 
Pompey, at the vernal equinox. 

They were divided into scYen degrees, and the initiation con
sisted of the most rigorous trials, sometimes eveu terminating in 
the death of the aspirant. K o one, says Gregory Nazianzen, 
could be initinted into the mysteries of l.Uithras, unless he hnJ 
passed tln·ough all tbe trials, and pro\~ed himself passionless aud 
pure.* The aspirant at first underwent the purificatious by 

* Orat. Cont.. Julian. .Appropriately does he call these trin.Lq Koyacm~, or 
punilinmell'8. 
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water, by fire, and by fasting; after which he was introduced into 
a cavern representing the world, on whose walls and roof were 
inscribed the celestial signs. t Here he submitted to a species 
of baptism, and received a mark on his forehead. He was pre
sented with a crown on the point of a sword, which he was to 
refuse, declaring at the same time, "l)Iithras alone is my 
crown." He was prepared, by anointing him with oil, crowning 
Lim with olive, and clothing him in enchanted armour, for the 
seven stages of initiation through which he was about to pass. 
These commenced in the following manner: In the first cavern 
he heard the howling of wild beasts, and was enveloped in total 
darkness, except when the cave was illuminated by the fitful 
glare of terrific flashes of lightning. He was hurried to the 
spot whence the sounds proceeded, and was suddenly thrust by 
his silent guide through a door into a den of wild beasts, where 
he was attacked by the initiated in the disguise of lions, tigers, 
hyenas, and other rayenous beasts. Hurried through this apart
ment, in the second ca"Vern he was again shrouded in darkne~s, 
and for a time in fearful silence, until it was broken by awful 
peals of thunder, whose repeated reverberations shook the Ycry 
walls of the cavern, and could uot fail to inspire the aspiraut 
with terror. He was conducted through four other caverns, in 
which the methods of exciting astonishment and fear were inge
niously varied. He was made to swim over a raging flood; was 
subjected to a rigorous fast.; exposed to all the horrors of a 
dreary desert; and finally, if we may trust the authority of ~i
cretas, after being severely beaten with rods, was buried for many 
days up to the neck in snow. In the seventh ca\ern or Sacellums 
the darkness was changed to light, and the candidate was intro
duced into the presence of the Archimagus, or chief priest, 
seated on a splendid throne, and surrounded by the ussistaut dis
pensers of the myste1:ies. Here the obligation of secrecy was 

1 According to Tertullian, his entrance 'nl.S opposed by a. umwn S'Tord, 
frnm which, in the ob~tinacy of his perseYcrancc, he often recciYed u1ore than 

one wouuu. 
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administered, and he Wt1S made acquainted witl tlw sacred 
words, among which the Tetractys 01· ineffable name Jf God wa~ 
the principal. He received also the appropriate inve .. titurc, *and 
was instructed in the secret doctrines of the rites of ::Mithras, of 
wl1ich the history of the creation, already recited, fol'med a part. 
The mysteries of .!Uithras passed from Persia into Europe, and 
wore introduced into Rome in the time of Pompey. Here they 
flourished with various success, until the year 378, when they 
were prescribed by a decree of tho Senate, and the sacred cave, 
in wl1ich they had been celebrated, was destroyed by the Preto
rian prefect. 

MITRE. One of the vestments of the High Priest of a 
Royal Arch Chapter. See Bijh Priest of the Jews. 

l\IODERN l\IASO~S. The terms, Aurient and .Modern Jlfa
sons, are no longer known to the craft as distinctive appellation~ 
of any classes of the fraternity; but the time bas not long past 
when the masonic world was comrulsed by the controversies of 
the two bodies who assumed these titles. As an importaut part 
of the history of our order, it is therefore necessary that I should 
briefly relate the origin of the words, 1llodern and .An-cient .i1la

so11s.t 
In the commencement of the eighteenth century, the universal 

name by which the whole mystic family was known, was that of 

*This inn!stiture consisted of the Knra or coniClll cap, and c((ucly>: or loose 
tunic of ~Iithras, on which was d~picted the celestial constellations, the zone, 
or bolt, containing a. representation of the figures of the zodiac, the pastoral 
etn.tf or crozier, alluding to the influence of the sun in the ln.honrs of a~ricul
ture, and the golden serpent, which was placed in his bosom as an emblem of 
his b:n-in~ been regenerated and made a disciple of .:\lithra~, became the ~er. 
pent, by casting its skin <mnually, was considered in thc~e my!"teries as t. 

"ymuol of regeneration.-8ee )fmtrice's l11diau Autiquit{rs, Yol. v., ch. 4. 
t Tbe subject bas nlre:tdy beE>n alluded to in the artide on Gr(!ucl J,()dgct. 

ancl it is, therefore, unavoidable, that I should here be guilty of repetition fm 
the purposes of facility of reference, and to preserve the continuity of tl•• 
narrative. 
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u Free and Accepted l\l..tsons." _At that period there wer~ in 
England two Grand Lodges, the Grand Lodge of England, seated 
at London, and governing the southern part of the kingdom, and 
the Grand Lodge of all England, placed at Y01·k, and extending 
its jurisdiction over the northern counties. These bodies at first 
maintained a friendly intercourse, which was, however, at length 
interrupted by the officious interference of the Grand Lodge at 
London, in granting warrants to lodges under the jtU·isdiction of 
the Grand Lodge at York. At this time, in 1738, under the 
Grand Mastership of the ·Marquis of Carnarvon, some of the 
brethren, becoming 'dissatisfied with certain proceedings of the 
Grand J..Jodge of England, seceded from that body, and assumed, 
without authority, the title of York Masons. In the next year, 
Lord Raymond being Grand Master, the secessions continuing, 
the Grand Lodge of England attempted to check the e\il by 
passing votes of censure on the most refractory, and by enacting 
laws to discourage these irregular associations. In consequence 
of these measures, the seceders immediately declared themseh·es 
independent, and assumed the appellation of Ancient )lasons. 
They propagated an opinion, that the ancient tenets and usages 
of masonry were preserved by them, and that the regular lodges, 
being composed of lllode1·n :l\lasons, had adopted new plans, and 
were not to be considered as acting under the old establishment.* 

They, therefore, organized a Grand Lodge, the authority for 
which they professed to derive from the ancient body at York; 
called themselves "Ancient York l\Iasons ;" and constituted 
several subordinate lodges. The brethren who still adhered to 
the Grand Lodge of England, continued to style themseh·es 
"Free and Acceptecl 1\Iasons," but were stigmatized by their 
opponents with the name of .Jlodern.c;, the most opprobrious 
epithet that can be applied to a masonic body. The dissensions 
between these bodies were disseruinated into foreign countries, 
where each body constituted lodges, and were continued m 

* Preston, Illust. of l\Iasonry, p. 1S9. 
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England until the year 1813, when they were happLy unitell 
during the Grand :L\lastership of the Duke of Sussex. Before 
that period, in some countries, and shortly after it in others, the 
union had elsewhere taken place,* and the two terms of Ancient 
and )lodern l)!asons now exist only in the records of the past. 

'Yith respect to the real differences between these two bodi<'s, 
they appear to haYe existed rather in name, than in fact. Der
mott, an Ancient )lason, with an illiberal desire of injuring tbe 
reputation of his opponents, asserts that "a very material diffe
rence exists between the Ancient and ~Iodern Masons;" but 
Dalcho, who was also au Ancient York, but acquainted with 
both systems, declares that "the difference in point of import
ance, was no greater than it ~ould be to dispute, whether the 

glove should be placed first 'upon the right hand, o1· on the leji.." 

The question, ho~ever, is definitely Rettled by the report of the 
Committees of Conference of the two Grand Lodges of .Ancient 
York, and Free and Accepted Masons, of South Carolina, who 
met for the purpose of mutually examining the work, prepara
tory to the confirmation of the articles of the Union, which took 
place between these bodies in 1817. On that occasion the joint 
committees reported, "That from the reciprocal examinations by 
the several committees already had in Grand Lodge, it doth ap
pear that there exists no dijjf:rence in t.hc mode of entering, pass· 
ing and raising, instructing, obligating, and clothing brothers, in 
the respective Grand Lodges." 

l)IQ~T}TOR. Those manuals, published for the con-venience 
of lodges, and containing the charges, general regulations, em
bl•ms, and account of the public ceremonies of the order, arc 
called :Monitors. The instruction in these works is ~aid to be 
Mom'to1'ial, to distinguish it from esoteric instruction, which is 
not permitted to be written, and can be obtained only in the pre
cincts of the lodge. 

* They were united in .Massachusetts as early as 1 i92, and in South Caro
lina in 1817. 
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1\lO.NITOR, SECRET. See Secret Monitm·. 

~IOON. If the moon is found in our lodges bestowing her 
light upon the brethren, and instructing the Master to imitate, 
in his government, the precision and regularity with which she 
presides over the night, we shall find her also holding a conspicu
ous place in the worship of the first seceders from the true spirit 
of Freemasonry. In Egypt, Osiris was the sun, and I sis tl1e 
moon; in Syria, Adonis was the sun, and Ash toroth the moon; 
the Greeks adored her as Diana, and Hecate; in the mysteries 
of Ceres, while the hierophant or chief priest represented the 
Creator, and the torch bearer the sun, the lw epi oomos, or officer 
nearest the altar, represented the moon. In shor~, moon-worship 
was as widely disseruinated as sun-worship. Masons retain her 

' image in their rites, because the lodge is a representation of the 
universe, where as the sun rules over the day, the moon preside!:! 
over the night.; as the orie regulates the year, so does the other 
the months, and as the former is the king of the starry hosts of 
heaven, so is the latter their queen j but both deriving their 
heat, and light, and power from him, who, as a third and the 
greatest light, the master of heaven and earth, controls them 
both. 

MOPSES. In 1738 Pope Clement XII. had issued a Bull, 
condemning and forbidding the practice of the rites of Free
masonry. Several brethren in the Catholic States of GeTmany, 
unwilling to renounce the order, and yet fearful of offending the 
ecclesiastical authority, formed in 17-10, under the name of 
li.Iopses, what was pretended to be a new a8sociation, devoted to 
the papal hierarchy, but which was in truth nothing e]se than 
Freemasonry undt>r a less offensive appellation. It was patron· 
ized by the most illustriol's persons of Germany, and lll<tny 
Princes of the Empire were its Grand ~lasters. The title is 
deriYed fro.m the German word 11WJH, signifying a young mn~tiff, 
and was indicative of the mutu<'l. fidelity and attachment of 
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the brethren, these virtue:3 being characteristic of that noble;, 
animaL 

In 1776, the Mopses became an androgynous order, and ad
mitted females to all the offices, except that of Grand l\Ias{cr, 
which wns held for life. There was, however, a Grand .l\Iistress, 
and the male and female heads of the order alternately assumed, 

for six mouths each, the supreme authority. 

l\IORALITY OF FREEl\IASONRY. No one who reads 
our ancient charges can fail to see that Freemasonry is a strictly 
moral institution, and that the principles which it inculcates in

evitably tend to make the brother~ who obeys their dictates, a 
more virtuous man. 'What this morality is, has been so well de
fined in a late addre~s before one of our Grand Lodges, that 
nothing I could say would add strength to the sentiment., or 

beauty to the language. 
" The morality of masonry requires us to d~al justly with 

others; not to defraud, ~heat, or wrong them of thcil· just <lues 
and rights. But it goes farther; regarding all as the children 
of one great fhther, it regards ruan as bound by piety, ?nasrmic 

morality, and fraternal bonds, to miuister to the wants of the 
destitute and afflicted; and that we may be euaLled to fulfil ~hi~ 
high behest of humanity, jt strictly enjoins industry and fru
gality, that so our hands may ever be filled with the means of 
exermsmg that charity to which our hearts should ever dis
pose us."* 

~IORIAH, :JIOUNT. A bill on the north-east ~ide of J eru
sulem, once separated from the hill of .Acra, by a yallc>y, wLich 
was filled up by the . .:\sruoneans, and tl1c two hill::.: converted into 
one. In the time of David. it stood apart from the city aml waR 

under cultivation, for here was the threshing floor of Ornan tht"\ 

• Address bcf'lre the Grand Lodge of Rentuck r, by nc,·. ~1. ~1 11 ouklf!, 
Q. 0. 1844. 
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J cbusite, which David bought fo1· the purpose of el'ectiug on it 
an altar to God. Here also Abrab.am is supposed to have been 
directed to offer up his son Isaac. On .l\Iount Moriah,Solomon 
afterwards erected the Temple, when it was included within the 
walls of the city. ~Iount Gihon, the Hill of Gareb, and espe· 
ciully )Iount Calvary, are to the westward of Jllount Jlorioh. 

l\Iount ~Ioriab is represented by the ground floor of the lodge, 
and on it the three grand offerings of masonry were made. Sea 
Grouud FLom· of the Lodge. 

:)10SAIC P A VE:\IENT. :Mosaic work consists of innume-r
able little stones, of different colours, closely united together, sq 

as to imitate a painting. The floor of the tabernacle, and the 
pavement of Solomon's temple, are said to ha.v-e been thus con
structed.* The Mosaic pavement, in imit.ation of this paYc
ment of the temple, is an ornament of the lodge, and is illus
b·ated in the Entered Apprentice's degree. It is surrounded Ly 
a richly inlai.d or tessella.ted bnrcler, commonly called the hi
dented tessel, and has in its centre a blazing sta1·. The variety 
of colours in the pavement, is a fit emblem of human life, a 
mingled scene of virtue and vice, of happiuess and misery; to
day "our feet tread in prosperity, to-morrow we totter on the 
uneven paths of weakness, temptation, and adversity;" the 
tessellated border, rich in the adomments of figure and colour, 
represents the many blessings which surround us, and of whi(jh 
not even the most lowly are entirely destitute; while the blazing 
:;tar, like that bright meteor which of old directed the steps of 
the wise men of the East, still points to that eternal source from 
which each blessing flows 

.)lOST EXCELLEST. The style given to a Royal Arcl1 
Chapter, aocl to its presiding officer, the High Priest. 

* The term )!o~taic is snppo$Cll to have been dcrh·ctl from the fact thnt :\[ost>s 

Lhus constructctl the floor of the tabcruaclc. Mosaic or tesselated pa vcrucuts 
lferc very common among thtJ ancients. 

·>--1 
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1\lOST l~XCELl.~EXT )!.ASTER. The le.h degree in the 
American rite. Its history refers to the dedication of the Temple 
by King Solomon, who is represented by its presiding officer, 
under the title of l\Iost Excellent. Its officers arc the same as 
th_ose in a symbolic lodge. 

l\IOST 'YORSHIPFUL. The style given to a Grand Lodge, 
and to its presiding officer, the Grand l\Iaster. 

:MUSIC. One of the seven liberal arts and sciences, whose 
beauties are inculcated in the Fellow Craft's degree. l\Iusic is 
recommended to the attention of 1\lasons, because as the "con
cord of sweet sounds" elevates the generous sentiments of the 
soul, so should the concord of good feeling reign among the 
brethren, that by the union of friendship and brotherly loYe, the 
boisterous passions may be lulled, and harmony exist throughout 
the craft. 

l\IUSTARD SEED, ORDER OF. Ordre de la g'rafne de 
Seneve. This association, whose mem hers also called themselves 
"The fraternity of Moravian Brothers of the order of Religious 
Freemasons," was one of the first innovations introduced into 
German Freemasonry. It was instituted in the year 1739. Its 
mysteries were founded on that passage in the 4th chapter of St. 
l\Iark's gospel, in which Christ compares the kingdom of heaven 
to a mustard seed. The brethren wore a ring, on which was in
scribed, "No one of us lives for himself." The jewel of the 
order was a cross of gold, surmounted by a }Iustard plant, with 

the words, ""7hat was it before? Nothing." This was sus
pended from a green ribbon. 

1\IYSTAGOGUE. The one who presided at the Ancient 
Mysteries, and explained the sacred things to the candidate. Tic 
wn~ also called tl1e hierophant. 
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MYSTER1 ES. This is the name given to those religious 
n....~emblies of the ancients, whose ceremonies were conducted in 
secret, whose doctl'ines were known only to those who had ob
tained the right of knowledge by a previous initiation, and whose 
members were in possession of signs and tokens by which they 
were enabled to recognise each other.* For the origin of these 
myste1·ies we must look to the Gymnosophists of India, fi'om 
whom they passed through Egpyt into Greece and Rome, and 
from whom. likewise they were extended, in a more immediate 
line, to the northern part of Europe and to Britain. The most 
important of these mysteries were those of ~lithras, celebrated 
in P ersia; of Osiris and Isis, celebrated in Egypt; of Eleusis, 
instituted in Greece; and the Scandinavi:m and Druidical rites, 
which were confined to the Gothic and Celtic tribes. In all these 
various mysteries, we find a singular unity of design clearly in
dicating a common origin, and a purity of doctrine as evidently 
proving that this common origin was not to be sought for in the 
popular theol~gy of the Pagan world. The ceremonies of initia
tion were all funereal in their character. They celebrated the 
death and the resurrection of some cherished being, either the 
object of esteem as a hero, or of devotion as a god. Subordina
tion of degrees was instituted, and the candidate was subjected 
to probations varying in their character and severity; the rites 
were practised in the darkness of night, and often amid the 
gloom of impenetrable forests or subterranean caverns; and the 
full fruition of knowledge, for which so much labour was endured, 
and so much danger incurred, was not attained until the aspirant, 
well tried and thoroughly purified, had reached the place of wis
dom and of light. 

These mysteries undoubtedly owed their origin to the desire 

• Warburton's definition of the .Mysteries is as follows: "Ench of the pagan 
gC\ds had (besides the public and open) a. secret to01·sh ip paid unto him; to 
which none were admitted but those who had been selected by preparatory cere
monies, called INITIATION. This secret wm·ship" was 'enued the l\IYSTE. 
RIES.''-Divz'ne LcfJ(Itiou, Vol. I, B. ii. ~ 4, p. 189. 
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un the part of the }Jl'iests of establishing an csotcl'ic philosophy, 
in which should be taught the sublime truths whicl1 they had 
deriycd, (though they thclllselves at length forgot tho source,) 
from the iustrnction of God himself through the ancient patri
archs. By this confinement of these doctrines to a system of 
secret knowledge, guarded by the most rigid rites, could they 
only expect to preserYe them from the superstitions, innovations, 
and corruptions of the world as it then existed. "The distin
guished few," Rays Q]iyer, "who retained their fidelity, uncon
taminated by the contagion of eYil example, would soon be able 
to estiwate the superior benefits of an isolated institution, whic:h 
afforded the advantage of a select society, and kept at an unap
proachable distance the profane scoffer, whose presence might 
pollute their pure devotions and social converse, by contumelious 
language or unholy mirth.n* And doubtless the prevention of 
this intrusion, and the preservation of these sublime truths, was 
the original object of the institution of the ceremonies of initia
tion, and the adoption of other means by which the initiated 
could be recognised, and the uninitiated excluded. Such was 
the opinion of Warburton, who says that "the mysteries were at 
first the retreats of sense and virtue, till time corrupted them in 
most of the gods."t 

The Abbe Robin, in a learned workt on this subject, places 
the origin of the initiations at that remote period when crimes first 
began to appear upon earth. The vicious, he remarks, were urged 
by the terror of guilt to seek among the virtuous for intercessors 
with the deity. The latter, retiring into solitude to avoid the 
contagion of growing corruption, devoted themselves to a life 
of contemplation and the cultivation of seYeral of the useful 
sciences. The periodical return of the seasons, the re,olution of 
the stars, the productions of the earth, and the \·arious phennmcna 
of nature, studied with attention, rendered them u::;t'ful guide~ to 

* Ifi~t<>ry of Ioitintiun, p. 2. t f:pc1wo's A nN·llutcs, p. 309. 
t Rct·hcrches sur lcs lnitintious Anciennes ct :\Iodtrncs. Paris. 1780. 
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men. both in their pursuits of industry and in their social duties. 
These recluse students invented certain signs to recall to the re· 
membrance of the people the times of their festivals and of their 
rural labours, and hence the origin of the symbols and hierogly
phics that were in use among the priests of all nations. Ha viug 
now become guides and leaders of the people, these sages, in order 
to select as assoeiates of their learned labours and sacred functions 
only such as had sufficient merit and capacity, appointed stric-t 
courses of trial and examination, and this, our author thinks, must 
have been the source of the initiations of antiquity. The ~Iagi, 
Brahmins, Gymnosophists, Druids, and priests of Egypt, lived 
thus in sequestered habitations and subterranean caves, and obtained 
great reputation by their discoveries in astronomy, chemistry and 
mechanics, by their purity of morals, and by their knowledge of 
the science of legislation. It was in these schools, says )!. Robin, 
that the first sages and legislators of antic1uity were foTmed) and 
in them he supposes the doctrines taught to have been the unity of 
God and the immortality of the soul; and it was fl·om these mys· 
teries, and their symbols and hieroglyphics, that the exuberant 
fancy of the Greeks drew much of their mythology.* 

The candidates for initiation were not only expected to be of a 
clear and unblemished character, and free from crime, but their 
future conduct was required to be characterized by the same 
purity and innocence. They were, therefore, obliged, by solemn 
engagements, to commence a new life of piety and virtue, upon 
which they entered by a severe course of penance. t 

The mysteries were held in the highest respect, by both the 
government and the people. It was believed that he who wa~ 
initiated would not only enjoy an increased share cf virtue and 
happiness in this world, but would be entitled to celestial honours 
in the next. "Thrice happy they," says Sophocles, "who de· 

* I give these ingenious S}>eculutions of tho Abbe Robin, although 1 dissent 
from much of his doctrine, because they add another item to the history of the 
theories on this interesting subject. 

t ~ n.rburton, Divine Legatwn, B. ii., Sect. 4. 
:!7 * 
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fcended to the shades below after haYing beheld thc5<. ritoo j fot 

they alone have life in H<tdes, while all others suffer there eYery 
kind of evil.'' And !socrates declares that "those who have been 
initiated in the mysteries, entertain better hopes, both as to tho 
end of life :md the whole of futurity." 

Th0 ancient historians relate many circumstances in illustration 
of the sanctity in which the mysteries were held. Livy tell us 
the following story: Two Acarnanian youths who had not been 
initiated, ncciclentally entered the temple of Ceres, during the <lays 
of the mysteries. They were soon detected by their absurd qu~s· 
tions, and being carried to the managers of the temple, though it 
was evident that they had come there by mistake, they were put 
to death for so horrible a crime.* 

Plutarch records the fact that .Alcibiades was indicted for Ram·i
lege, because he imitiated the mysteries of Eleusis and exhibited 
them to his companions in the sanw dress in which the hierophant 
showed the sacred things, and called himself the hierophant, one 
of his companions the torch bem·cr, and the other the herald.t 

Lobcck, one of the most ~earned writers on this subject, has col
lected several examples of the reluctance with which the :mcirnts 
approached a my8tical subject, and the manner in which they 
shrunk from divulging any explanation or fnble wh~ch had been 
related to them at the mysteries.! 

To divulge them was cou::idcred a sacrilegious crime, the pre
scri?ed punishment for which was immediate death. I wou]d not, 
says Horace, dwell benC'ath the same roof, nor trust myself in the 
same frail bark, with the mao who has betrayed the secrets of th.a 
Eleusinian rites.§ 

* Liv. Hist. xxj. 14. t Plut. Alcibia.d. 22. 
t Lobeck's Aglaophnmus, vol. i. npp. 131, 151; vol. ii. f· 1287. 

~ V ctaoo, qui Cereri~ sacrum 
Vulgarit arcanre, sub iisdcm 

Sit trabibu:;:, fragilcmque mecum 
Soh·at phnlielum. 

[('arm. iii. 3, 26. 
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On the subject of their rela:ion to the rites of Freemasonry, to 
which they bear in many respects so remarkable a resemblance, 
tl:lat some connection seems necessarily implied, there are two 
principal theories. ThP- one, is that t!mbraced and taught by Dr. 
Oliver, namely, that they are but deviations from that common 
source, both of them and of F1·eemasonry, the patriarchal mode 
of worship established by God himself. 'Vitb this pure system 
of truth, he supposes the science of Freemasonry to have been 
coeval and identified. But the truths thus revealed by divinity, 
came at length to be doubted or rejected through the imperfection 
of human reason, and though the visible symbols were retained 
in the mysteries of the Pagan world, their true interpretation 
was lost.* 

That the instruction communicated in the mysteries of Paganism 
were an impure derivation from the sublime truths of the pa
triarehal theology, I have no hesitation in believing. But that 
they were an emanat.ion from Freemasonry, as we now understand 
tbe terms, I am not yet prepared to admit, notwithstanding the 
deep veneration in which I hold the learning of Dr. Oliver. I 
prefer, therefore, the second theory, which, leaving the origin of 
the mysteries to be sought in the patriarchal doctrines, where 
Oliver bas placed it, finds the connection between them and Free
masonry commencing at the building of King Solomon's Temple. 
Over the construction of this building, Hiram, the Architect of 
Tyre, presided. At Tyre the mysteries of Bacchus had been intro
duced by the Dionysian Artificers, and into their fraternity Hirnm, 
in all probability, had, as I have already suggested, been admitted. t 
Freemasonry, whose tenets had always existed in purity among 
the immediate descendants of the patriarchs, added now to its doc
trines the guard of secrecy, which, as Dr. OliYer himself remarks, 
was necessary to preserve them from perversion or pollution. t 

This, then, it seems to me, is the true connection between the 

* Signs and Symbols, p. 217. 
t See A1ttiquit,lf of .llasonry, and Hiram the Builder, in this work. 
:t Hist. of Initiation, p. 2. 
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mystCiics and speculative Freemasonry. They boti: emanated 
from one common source, but the former soon losinf much of 
their original purity, were compelled, in order to presene the 1ittJc 
that was left, to have recourse to the invention of ceremonies and 
modes of recognition, and a secret doctrine, by means of which 
all but a !'elect and worthy few were excluded. These ceremonir~, 
and especially this syrubolic or secret mode of communicnting in 
struction, so admirable in themselves, were afterwards adopted by 
the Freemasons, who bad retaiued the ancient tenets in their 
original purity, but they divested them of their heathen allusions, 
and adapted them to the divine system which they had prcscncd 
unimpaired. 

A third theory has been advanced by the Abbe Robin, in 
which he connects Freemasonry inllirectly with the ruysterir::t, 
through the intervention of the Crnsndcrs. In the work already 
cited, he attempts to deduce from the ancient initiations, the or
ders of Chivalry, whose branches, he says, prodnccd the institu
tion of Freemasonry. But this theory is utterly untenable anrl 
inconsistent with the facts of history, since Freemasonry pre
ceded, inst.ead of following, the institution of Chivalry, as I have 
elRcwhere shown, and could not, therefore, have been indebted to 
this system for its primal organization. 

These mysteries, so important from their connection with 
Freemasonry, deserve a still further examination of their origin 
and design. 

Faber, who sought an Arkitc origin for every thing, says that 
"tLe initiations into the mysteries scientifically represented the 
mythic descent into Hades and the return from thence to the 
light of day, by which was meant the entrance into the ark and 
the suhsequent liberation from its dark enclosure. They all 
equally related to the allegorical disappearance, or death, or de
scent of the great father, at their commenccrr ent; and to his in 
~ention, or revival, or return from Hades, at their conclusion ,., 

*Origin of Pngan Idolatry, vot. ii.1 b. iv., cb. v., p 384. 
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·''They -wer~," says Warburton, "a school of morality and rc· 
!igion, in which the vanity of polytheism and the unity of the 
First Cause were revealed to the initiated."t This opinion of 
~he learned Bishop of Gloucester is not gratuitous; it is sup
ported by the concurrent testimony of the ancient writers. "All 
the mysteries," says Plutarch, "refer to a future life and to the 
st.ntc of the soul after death."t In another place, addressing 
his wife, he says, "we have been instructed in the religious rites 
of Dionysus, that the soul is immortal, and that there is a future 
state of existence/'§ Cicero tells us, that in the mysteries of 
Ceres at Eleusis, the initiuted were taught to live happily and to 
die in the hope of a blessed futurity. II And, finally, Plato in
forms us, that the hymns of :Jlnsreus, which were sung in the 
mysteries, celebrated the rewards and pleasures of the virtuous 
in another life, and the punishments which awaited the wicked., 

These sentiments, so different from the debased polytheism 
which prevailed among the unitiated, are the most certain evi
dence that the mysteries arose from a purer source than that 
which gave birth to the religion of the vulgar. That purer 
source was the common original of them and of Freeqtasonry. 

I conclude with a notice of their ultimate fate. They conti
YJued to flourish until long after the Christian era. But they, at 
length, degenerated. In the fourth century, Christianity had 
begun to triumph. The Pagans, desirous of making conYerts, 
threw open the hitherto inaccessible portals of their mysterious 
rites. The strict scrutiny of the candid~te' s past life, and the 
demand for proofs of irreproachable conduct, were no longer 
deemed indispensable. The vile and the vi\!ious were indiscrimi
nately, and even with aYidity, admitted to participate in priYi
leges which were once granted only to the noble and the virtuous. 
The sun of Paganism was setting, and its rites had become con. 

t Divine Legislation. t Plut. de Oraculi~. 
~ Plut. Consol. all uxorem. II i ic. de Lcgibus. 

~ Plato tn Phrodone. 
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temptible and corrupt. Their character was entirely ch:mgen 
and the iuitiations were indiscriminately sold by peddling priests, 
wlao wandet·ccl through the country, to every applicant who wa:1 
,yiJling tn pay a trifling fee for that. which had once been refu:--ed 
to the eutreaties of a monnrch. At length these abomination:-: 
nttrncted the attention of the emperors, and Constantine and 
Hratian forbade their celebration at night, excepting, howe,·er, 
from these edicts, the initiations at Eleusis. But finally 'J'hen
dosius, by a general edict of proscription, ordLI·ed the whole of 
the Pagan mysteries to be abolished, in the four hundred and 
thirty-eighth year of the Christian era, and eighteen hundred 
years after their first establishment in Greece.* 

MYSTES. The :\Iystes was one who had been initiated only 
into the lesser mysteries, and who was therefore permitted to pro
ceed no farther than the vestibule or porch of the Temple. 
When admitted into the greater mysteries1 and allowed to enter 
the adytum, or sanctuary, he was called an epopt. A female ini· 
tiate was called a mystis. 

:MYSTIC TIE. That sacred and inviolable bond which 
unites men of the most discordant opinions into one band of 
brothers, which gives but one language to men of all nations, 
and one altar to men of all religions, is properly, from the mys
terious influence it exerts, denominated the mystic tie, and Free· 
masons, because they alone are under its influence, or enjoy itR 

beuefits, are called "Brethren of the mystic tie." 

~<It was not, however, says Cla.vel, until the era of the restoration, that tho 
mysteries entirely censed. During the Middle Ages, tho mysteries of Diana, 
on•.ler the name of the Courses of Diana, nnd those of Pan, un ler the nnm( 
of &rbbats, were practised in the country. 
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N. 
NABIDI, SCHOOLS OF THE. We repeatedly meet in 

the Old Testament with references to the Ben'i Ranabihn, or 
sons of the prophets.* These were the disciples of the prophets, 
or wise men of Israel, who underwent a course of esoteTic in
struction in the secret institutions of the Nabiim or prophets, 
just as the disciples of the l\Iagi did in Persia, or of Pythagoras 
in Greece. Of these institutions, OliYer says, that ,, though 
little is known of their internal economy, their rites and cere
monies being strictly concealed, there can be no doubt that they 
were in many respects similar to our masonic lodges, and in some 
of their features they bore a resemblance to the collegiate insti
tutions of our own country."t 

NAHAR.DA, FRATERNITY OF. The Jewish Rabbins 
tell us, that the tribes which were carried into captivity on the 
destruction of the first temple, founded a fraternity at .N'aharda, 
0n the riYer Euphrates, for the preservation of traditional know
ledge, and which they transmitted to a few initiates, and that on 
the restoration of the Jews by Cyrus, Zerubbabel, with Joshua 
and Esdras, carried all this secret justruction to Jerusalem, -and 
established a siruilar frateTnity in that city. Oliver says that 
during the captivity, the Jews practised Freemasonry in regular 
lodges, until the time of their deliverance, and they had for this 
purpose three Colleges or Grand Lodges, which were situated at 
Sora, Porupeditha, and Naharda. 

NA~IE OF GOD. In addition to what has been said upon 
this subject in the article J ehocah, we may observe, that an allu .. 

*I refer tho reader for this expression to tho Second B ok of Kings, chnll 
ii., ~erses 8, 5, 7, 12, 15. 

t IJi:stol'ical Lamlmarl\s1 ii., p. 3i4. Note. 
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sion to the unutterable uame of God, is to bt found in the <luc· 
triues and ceremonies of other nations, as well as the Jews. It 
is said t.o have been used as the pass-word in the Egyptian mys
teries. In the rites of lliuuostan, it was bestowed upon the as· 
ph·ant, under the triliteral form AU.)I,* at the completion of his 
initiation, and then only by whispering it in his ear. The Ca. 
balists reckoned seventy-two names of God, the knowledge of 
which imparted to the possessor magical powers. The Druids 
invoked the omnipotent and all-preserYing power, under the 
symbol I. 0. \Y. '!'he ~luhammedans have a science called Isru 

Allah, or the science of the name of God. ''They pretend,'' 
says Niebuhr, "that God is the lock of this science, and Mo

hammed the l\:ey; that consequently none but l\Iohammedans 
can attain it; that it discovers what pas~es in different countries; 

that it familiarizes the posse:'sors with the genii who are at the 
command of the initiated, and who instruct them j that it places 
the winds aud the seasons at their di::-posal, and heals the bites 
of serpents, the lame, the maimed, and the blind." 

Besides the Tetragrammaton, or incomumnicable name, there 
arc other expressive but less holy names of Deity. 1Uaimonidcs, 
for instance, mentions a twelve lettered and a forty-two lettered 

name.t 
Rosenbetg gives the following twelve Cabalistic names: Ehie, 

-J.; Sir William Jones, speaking of this Hindoo name of God, says: u It 
forms a mystical word which never escapes the lips of the pious Hindoo. They 
meditate on it io silence."-Dissertations relative to Asia, Yol i., p. 33. The 
.Brahmin~ mako a gre11t secret of it, and the "Institutes of .:\fenu" are conti
nually referring to its peculiar efficacy as an omnific word. cr All rites ordaiucd 
in the Yeda," says this book, "oblations to fire and solemn sacrifict>s pa'!s 
nway, but that which pnsses not almy is tho syllnhle AU)f, thence called 
aMwra, since it is a symvol of Gou, the Loru of created Leings."-lwttit. of 
.Veull1 p. 28. 

t Urquhart (Pillars of Hercule~, vol. ii., p. 67) mentions one name c1f God 
&.mong the Hebrews, 'rhicb I have met with nowhere ehe. vi:>;., EL GIBAL, 

the master bt~ilcler. 



325 

Jehovah, Elohim, El, Gibbur, Eloah, Sabaotb, Tsebaoth, Shaddai, 
Adonai, Makom, Agla. 

Lanci, whose researches on this subject have been surpassed by 
no other scholar, and equalled by few, extends his Jist of divine 
names to twenty-six, which, with their signification, are as fol
lows:* 

1. At. The Aleph and Tau, that is, Alpha and Omega. A 
name figurative of the Tetragrammaton. 

2. Ihoh. } The eternal, absolute principle of creation and 
3. Hold. destruction, the male and female principle, the 

author and regulator of time and motion. 
4. Jah. The Lord and Remunerator. 
5. Oh. The severe and punisher. 
6. Jao. The author of life. 
7. Azazel. The author of death. 
8. Jao-Sabaoth. God of the co-ordinations of loves and ha

treds. Lord of the solstices and the equinoxes. 
9. Ehie. The :Being ; the Ens. 
10. El. The first cause. The principle or beginning of all 

things. 
11. Elo-hi. The good principle. 
12. Eto-ho. The evil principle. 
13. El-raccurn. The succouring principle. 
14. El-cannurn. The abhorring princip!e. 
15. Ell. The most luminous. 
16. It. The omnipotent. 
17. Ellohim. The omnipotent and beneficent. 
18. Elohim. The most beneficent. 
19. Elo. The Sovereign, the Excel sus. 
20. Adon. The Lord, the dominator. 
21. Eloi. The illuminator, the most effulgent. 
22. A<lonai. The most firm, the stro11gest. 
23. E lion. The most high. 

- - - ----------------------
*I am indebted to my friend, ;\Ir. Gliddon. for this interesting lis~ 

~8 
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24. Shwfllai. The most victonous. 
25. Yesll:uJ'Wl. The most generous. 
2(). J.Voil. The most sublime. 
The ineffable degrees of masonry record a great variety of the 

names of God; making the whole system, like the :Mohammedan 
I:nn Allah,. a science of the name of God. In fact, the name of 
God must be taken in Freemasonry as symbolical of truth, and 
then the search for it will be nothing else but the search after 
truth, the true end and aim of the masonic science. The subor
dinate names are the subordinate modifications of truth, but the 
ineffable tetragrammaton will be the sublimity and perfection of Di
vine Truth, to which all good 1\Iasons and all good men are seek
ing to approach, whether it be by the aid of the theological lad
der, or passing through the pillars of Strength and Esta~li::;hment, 
or wandering in the mazes of darkness, beset on all l:iides by dan
gers, or travelling weary and worn over rough and rugged roa.ds, 
whatever be the direction of our journey or how accomplished, 
ligl1t and truth, the Urim and Thummin, are the ultimate objects 
of our search as Freemasons. 

NEBUCIIADNEZZ..AR. A king of Babylon, who jn the ele
venth year of the reign of Zedekiah, King of Judah, having, after 
a siege of about twelve months, taken Jerusalem, commanded 
N ebuzaradan, one of his generals, to set fire to and utterly con
sume the temple, to reduce the city to desolation, and to cttrry 
the citizens captive to Babylon. See the entire history under 
the title of Royal Arch. 

NEBUZARADAN. One of the generals of the King of 
Babylon, who by his order entered J urusalem with a Chaldcan 
army, and after having taken away every thing that was ~aluablc, 
burned the city and temple, and carried all the inhabitants, except 
a few husbandmen, as captives to Babylon. 

NEOPHYTE. (From the Greek vsoY ¢'u-roY, a new plant.) 
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[n the primitive church it signified one who had rec~mtly aban
doned Judaism or Paganism, and embraced Christianity; whence 
it was afterwards applied to the young disciple of any art or 
science. Freemasons thus sometimes designate the uninstructed 
candidate. 

NE VARIETUR. "Lest it should be changed." These 
words refer to the masonic usage of requiring a brother, when he 
receives a certificate from a lodge, to affix his name, in his own 
hand-writing, in the margin, as a precautionary measure, in 
enabling distant brethren to recognise the true and original owner 
of the certificate, and to detect any i;npostor who may surrepti· 
tiously have ~btained one. 

NINE. If the number three is sacred among l\Iasons, the num
ber nine, or three times three, is scarcely less so. The Pytha
goreans, remarking that this number has the power of always re
producing itself by multiplication,* considered it as an emblem 
of matter which, though continually changing its form, is never 
annihilated. It was also consecrated to the spheres, because the 
circumference of a sphere is 360 degrees, and 3 and 6 and 0 are 
equal to 9. 

In Freemasonry, 9 derives its value from its being the pr-oduct 
of 3 multiplied into itself, and consequently in masonic language 
the number 9 is always denoted by the expression 3 times 3. b'or 
a similar reason, 27, which is 3 times 9, and 81, which is 9 
times 9, are esteemed as sacred numbers in the higher degrees. 

------------------------------------------------
* Thus 2 9-18, and 1 and 8-9. 

3 9-27, and 2 and 7-9. 
4- 9-36, and 3 and 6-9. 
5 9-45, and 4 and 5-9. 
6 9-54, and 5 and 4-9. 
7 9-63, and 6 nnd 3-9. 
8 9-72, and 1 and 2-9. 
9 9-811 and S and 1-9. 

' 
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NOACHIDJE, OR ~0 ... \.CHITES. The des(;~ndauts of Nnah 
A term applied to Freemasons. ~ oal1 having alone preservea 
t.he true name and worship of God, amid a race of in1pious ido
laters, Freemasons claim to be his descendants, because they still 
preserYe that pure religion which distinguished thi:; second father 
of the human race from the rest of the world. And even when 
his descendants began again, in the plains of Shinar, to forget 
the Almighty, and to wander from the path of purity, the prin
ciples of Noah were still perpetuated by that portion of his race 
whom the Freemasons of the present day regard as their early 
predecessors. Hence, Freemasons call themselves Noachidre, or 
the sons of Noah. 

This respect for NoahJ as the father and founder of the masonic 
.system of theology, was not confined to the pure Freemasons, but 
extended, cYen unconsciously, to the seceders from its spirit, 
those whom Oliver calls the spurious Freemasons of antiquity. 
In all their mysteries, they commemorated, even after they had 
lost the true history, the descent of Noah into the ark, and h1s 
snbscqueut exodus. The entrance into initiation was symboJic of 
his entr&nce into the vessel of his salvation j his detention in the 
ark was represented by the darkness ancl the pastos, coffin, or 
couch in which the aspirant was placed, and the exit of .Noah, after 
the forty days of deluge, was seen in the manifestation of the 
candidate, when, being fully tried and proved, he was adtuitted 
t.o full light, amid the rejoicings of the surrounding initiates, who 
received him in the sacellum or holy place. 

NOACHITE, oR PRUSSIAN KNIGHT. .LYoacllite ou 

Chevalier Prussien. The 21st degree of the Ancient Scotch rite, 
called by its possessors not a degree, but "the -very Ancient Order 
of N oachites." In this degree the Knights celebrate the destruc
tion of the Tower of Babel, and for this purpose they meet on the 

night of the full moon of each month. No other light i:; permit
ted in the lodge than what proceeds from that satellite. The 
records of the order furnish us with t.he foJlowing histc. ·y ThEJ 
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N oachites, at this day called Prussian Knights, are the descend
ants of Peleg, Chief Architect of the Tower of Babel. Thus 
they trace the origin of their order to a more ancient date than 
the descendants of Hiram, for the Tower of Babel was built many 
ages before the Temple of Solomon. And formerly it was not 
necessary that candidates for this degree should be Hiramites or 
Blue Masons. But a different regulation was afterwards adopted, 
and to receive the degree of N oachite, it is now necessary that the 
candidate shall have performed the duties of a worthy office in a 
regularly constituted lodge of Blue l\iasons. The order of Noa
chites was established in Prussia in 1755, and inducted into France 
by the Count St. Gelaire in 17 57. 

NOAH, PRECEPTS OF. The precepts of the patriarch 
Noah, which were preserved as the constitutions of our ancient 
brethren, ·arc seven in number, and are as follows: 

1. Renounce all idols. 
2. Worshjp the only true God. 
3. Commit no murder. 
4. Be not defiled by incest. 
5. Do n0t steal. 
6. Be just. 
7. Eat no flesh with blood in it. 
The ('proselytes of the gate," as the Jews termed those who 

lived among them without undergoing circumcision, or observing 
the ceremonial law, were bound to obey the seven precepts of 
Noah. 

NO)liNATION. The nomination of officers, previou~ to an 
election, is contrary to true masonic usage. Officers should be 
elected in the manner pTescribed under the arti<:l.e Election. 

NORTH. The north is masonically called a place of dark 
ness. I doubt whether I am at liberty to explain tbe reason 
But I may make this general explanation. The sun in his pro 

28* 
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gress through the ecliptic, never reaches farther than 23° 2~' 
north of the equator. A wall Leing erected on any part of the 
earth farther north than that, will, therefore, receive the rays of 
the san only on its south side, while the north will be entirely in 
shadow at the hour of meridian. 

NU:\IBERS. The mystical meaning and divine virtue of 
numbers formed an important part of the philosophy of Pytha
goras, and from him have been transmitted to the masonic system 
of symbolism. I>ythagoras doubtless brought his doctrines on 
this subject from Egypt, in which country he long resided, and 
with whose wisdom he was richly embued. In numbers Pytha
goras saw the principle of all things; he believed that the crea.
tion of the world was produced by their harmonious combination, 
and that they existed before the world. 

According to the doctrine of this sage, numbers are of two 
kintls, intellectual and scientific. 

Iutellectual number has always existed in the divine mind; 
it is the basis of universal order, and the link which binds all 
things. 

Scientific number is the generative cause of multiplicity, 
which proceeds from and is the result of unity. Scientific num
bers are equal or odd. 

Equal numbers are said to be female, and odd ones, male; be
cause even numbers admit of division or generation, which odd 
ones do not. Otld numbers, however, are the most perfect. 

To each number Pythagoras ascribed a peculiar character and 
quality. 
O~E,-the :Monad,-represented the central fire, or God1 

without beginning and without end, the point within the circle. 
It also denoted love, concordJ piety, and friendship, because it is 
indhisible. It was the symbol of identity, equality, existence. 
and universal preservation and harmony. 

Two was unlucky, and as one denoted light and the good 
T'rincir lc or God, two denoted tlarkness and the evil principle. 



NU~I 331 

Hence it was that the Romans dedicated the seconJ month of 
the year to Pluto, the god of bell, and the second day of that 
month to the manes of the dead. 

THREE referred to harmony, friendship, peace, concord, and 
temperance, and was so highly esteemed among the Pythago
reans that they called this num her "perfect harmony. 

FouR was a divine number; it referred to Deity, and among 
the ancients many nations gave to God a name of four letters, as 
t.he Hebrews i1,i1,, the Assyrians ADAD, the Egyptians 
All U:LU, the Persians SYRE, the Greeks 8 EO~' and the Latins 
DEUS. This, which was the Tetragrammaton of the Hebrews, 
the Pythagoreans called Tetractys, and used it as a most solemn 
oath.* 

FIVE denoted light, nature, marriage; the latter, because it 
was made up of the female two and the male three, whence it is 
sometimes called a hemaphrodite number. Tbe triple triangle, 
which was a figure of fiT"e lines uniting into five points, was 
among the Pythagoreans an emblem of health. 

Srx was also an emblem of health, and it was also the symbol 
of justic~, because it was the first perfect number, that is, one 
whose aliquot parts being added together make itself, for the ali
quot parts of six, which are three, two and one, are equal to six. 

SEVEN was highly esteemed, and called a venerable number, 
because it referred to the creation of the world. 

EIGHT was esteemed as the first cube, (2 X 2 X 2) and sig· 
ni:fied friendship, prudence, counsel, and justice. It designated 
the primitive law of nature, which supposes all men to be equal. 

NINE was called -rd~w;, or perfect, finished, because nine 
months is the period required for the perfection of a human being 
in the womb before birth. 

TEN was denominated heaven, because it was the perfection 
and consummation of all things, and was constituteJ by the 
union of 0:NE, the monad or active principle, Two, the duad 01 

---------------------------------------------------
* See Tctractys. 
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passive principle, TnREE, the triad or world proceeding fmm 
their union, and FouR, the sacred tetractys, thus 1 + 2 + 3 + 
4 = 10. Hence Ten contained all the relations, numerical and 
harmonic. 

The Pythagoreans extended still farther their speculations ou 
the first three numbers, the monad, the duad, and the tri..'ld. 

The monad was male, because its action produces no change in 
itself, but only out of itself. It. represented the creative prin
ciple. 

The duad, for a contrary reason, was female, being ever chang
ing by addition, substraction, or multiplication. It represents 
matter capable of form. 

The union of the monad and duad produces the triad, which 
signifies the world formed by the creative principle out of matter. 
This world Pytl1agoras represented by the right angled triangle, 
because the square of the longest side is equal to the squares of 
t,he two other sides, and the world as it is formed is equal to the 
formative cause and matter clothed with form. Thus ; 

;:.~· 
~0 ..: 

q,~ ~ 
~ e; 

CJ~q; -

~-~--------~i 
Mouad-CreaUve Principle. 

In symbolic masonry, three, five, and seYen, arc mystic num· 
hers, as is nine in Royal Arch Masonry. In the ineffable de
grees, nine, with its products, such as twenty-sev-en and eighty
one are sacred. 

For further obsCI vations on some of these numbers, sec in 
tllis work, the words, Ft:ve, M·ne, S even, Three and Tetracf!JS. 
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0. 
OBEDIENCE. Submission to the constituted authorities, 

hbth in the state and in the craft, is a quality inculcated upon 
all 1\Iasons. With respect to the state, a Mason is charged to 
be "a peaceable subject to the civil powers, wherever he resides 
or works, and never to be concerned in plots or conspiracie~ 

against the peace and welfare of the nation, nor to behave him
self undutifully to inferior magistrates."* And with respect to 
the craft) he is directed "to pay due reverence to his .i\laster, 
Wardens, and Fellows, and to put them to worship."t And 
another part of the same regulations directs, that the rulers and 
governors, supreme and subordinate, of the ancient lodge, are to 
be obeyed in their respective stations, by all the brethren, with 
all humility, reverence, love, and alacrity."! 

Oliver) commenting on the emblematic allusion of the Master 
to the Sun and ~Ioon, says: u Hence we find that the .i\Iaster's 
authority in the lodge, is despotic as the sun in the firmament, 
which was placed there by the Creator, never to deviate from its 
accustomed course till the declaration is promulgated that time 
shall be no more/'§ 

This spirit of obedience runs through the whole system, and 
constitutes one of the greatest safeguards of our institution. 
'l'he l\Iason is obedient to the :i\Iaster; the ~Iaster and the lodge 
to the Grund Lodge; and this, in its turn, to the old landmarks 
and a.ncient regulations of the order. Thus is a due degree of 
subordination kept up and the institution preserved in its pris tine 
purity. 

OBLONG SQUARE. A parallelogram or four sided figure .. 

* Old Charges, Sect. 1. t Ibm., Sect. 2. t Ibm., Sect. 4. 
e Signs and Sy ml)ols. p. 205. 
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all of whose angles are eflnal, but two of whose siues are. longer 
than the others. 

This is the symbolic form of a masonic lodge, and it finds i tR 

prototype in many of the structures of our ancient brethren. 
The ark of Noah, the camp of the Israelites, the ark of the 
Covenant, the Tabernacle, and lastly, the Temple of Solomon, 
were all oblong squares. See Ground Floor of tl~e Locl[Je. 

OBSERVANCE, RITE OF STRICT. The rite of StriGt 
Observance was a modification of masonry, based on the onler 
of Kn1ghts Templar, and introduced into Germany in 1754 by 
its founder, the Baron Hunde. It was divided into the following 
seven degrees: 1. Apprentice; 2 . Fellow Craft; 3. ~laster; 4. 
Scotch Master; 5. Novice; 6. Templar; 7. Professed Knight. 

According to the system of the founder of this rite, upon the 
death of Jacques ~Iolay, the Grand l\Iaster of the Templars, 
Pierre d' Aumont, the Provincial Grand l\Iaste1· of Auvergne, with 
two commanders and five knights, retired for purposes of safety 
into Scotland, which place they reached disguised as operative 
Masons, and thet·e finding the Grand Commander, George Har
ri~, and several Knights, they determined to continue the order 
Aumont was nominated Grand ~laster, at a chapter held on St. 
John's day, 1313. To avoid persecution, the Knjghts became 
Freemasons. In 1361, the Grand )laster of the Temple removed 
his seat to Old Aberdeen, and from that time the order, under 
the veil of masonry, spread rapidly through France, Germany, 
Spain, Portugal, and elsewhere. These events constituted the prin
cipal subject of many of the degrees of the rite of Strict Observance . 
The others were connected with alchemy, magic, and other super
stitious practices. The great doctrine contended for, by the follow
ers of the rite, was, "that every true 1\Iason is a Knight Templar. "* 

OBSERVANCE, CLERKS OF RELAXED. The Clerks 

* Cla\·el, p. 184. 
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of Relaxed ObsernuJCe wel'e a schism frorr. the order of Strict 
Observance, described above. They claimed a pre-eminence over 
not only the latter rite, but over all masonry. The rite was 
divided into ten degrees, called Apprentice, Fellow-Craft, ~faster, 
African B~·ot.her, Knight of St. Andrew, Knight of the Eagle; 
Scotch .l\laster, Sovereign Magus, Provincial ~laster of the Red 
Cross, and Knight of Light. This last degree was divided into 
five sections, comprehending Knight Novice of the third year, 
Knight of the fifth year, Knight of the seventh year, Knight 
Levite, and Knight Priest. To be initiated into the mysteries 
of the Clerks, it was necessary to be a Roman Catholic, and to 
have taken all the military degrees of the rite of Strict Obser
vance. Alchemy was one of the objects of their secret instruc
tion.* 

OFFERL.~GS, THE THREE GRAND. See GroUtnd Floor 
of the Lodge. 

OFFICERS. · See Installation, Jewels, Lodge. 

OIL. The Hebrews anointed their kings, prophets, and high 
priests, with oil mingled with the richest spices. They also 
anointed themselves with oil on all festive occasions, whence the 
expression in Psalms x.lv. 7, "God hath anointed thee with the 
oil of gladness." See Con~. 

ON. An ancient Egyptian word signifying th~ Sun, which 
was at one time worshipped by the Egyptians as the Supreme 
Deity. The city of On, in Lower Egypt, which contained a 
temple dedicated to the worship of this divinity is called, in the 
septuagint, "Heliopolis," or the city of the Sun, and by J-ere
miah (xliii. 13,) '' Beth-shemesh," which has the same significa
tion. In Genesis ( xli. 45-50.) we are informed that Pharaoh 

* ClavelJ p. 187. 
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gave Joseph for his wife Asenath, "the daughter of Potipherab, 
priest of On." On may therefore be considered as the equiva
lent for .Jehovah among the Egyptians, as Joh was among the 
Syrians and Bel among the Chaldees. The modern masonic cor· 
ruption of this word into "Lun" is sheer nonsense. 

OPE~I.NG 01? THE LODGE. The ceremony of opening 
the lodge is solemn and impressive. Every brother is reminded 
by it of his duties and obligations. The necessary precautions 
are employed to aYoid the intrusion of the profane, and every 
member being compelled to assume a share of the necessary 
forms, is thus admonished, that masonry is a whole,of which each 
l\Iason forms a part. 

The manner of opening in each degree slightly varies. In the 
English system, which seems, according to the ('Trestle 13oard" 
published under the san.ction of the late Baltimore ~lasonic Con
\"ention, to have been adopted by that body, the lodge is opened 
in the first degree "in tl1e name of God and Universal Benevo
lence;" in the second, " on the square, in the name of the Great 
Geometrician of the U ni"rcrse ;" and in the third, "on the centre, 
iu thf name of the l\Iost High."* 

OPERATIVE J)IASONRY. See 11/asonry. 

ORATOR. An officer in a lodge of the French rite, whose 
principal duty is to give instruction to the newly initiated. The 
duties of the office are those of a Lecturer. 

OHDER. An order is defined by John~on, to be, among 
other things, "a l'egular go\ernment, a soc:iety of d1gnified per
sons, distinguished by marks of honour, and a religious frater
nity/' In all of these senses, masonry may be styled an orller. 
Its government is of the most reguhr and systematic :barn<:ter; 

* See ~Ioore and Carnegy's Trestle Board, ch. iii. 
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men the most eminent for dignity and reputation, have been its 
members, and if it does not constitute a religion in itself, it is at 
least religion's hand-maid. 

The word was first used by the ecclesiastical writers of the 
t-enth century to signif~ a certain form or rule of monastic dis
cipline, and was in that sense applied to the different sects of 
monks. 

ORDERS OF ARCHITECTURE. A system of the several 
members, ornaments, and proportions of columns and pilasters, 
is called an order. There are five orders of columns, three of 
which are Greek, the Doric, Ionic, and Corinthian; and two 
Italian, the Tuscan and Composite. See these respecth·e titles. 

ORDO AB CHAO. Order out of Chaos. A motto of the 
33d degree, and having the same allusion as lux e tenebrt"s, 
which see. 

ORIENT. The East. The place where a lodge is situated 
is called its Orient. The seat of the Grand Lodge is called the 
Grand Orient.* But on the continent of Europe, some of the 
supreme masonic bodies are called Grand Orients. In these in
stances, Grand Orient is equivalent to Grand Lodge. 

ORIENTAL CHAIR OF SOLO~ION. The seat of the 
W. ·. ~I.·. in a sy'm bolic lodge, and so called because the l\Iaster 
is supposed symbolically to fill the place ove1· the craft once occu
pied by King Solomon. 

ORN A.1IE.NTS OF A LODGE. These are the l\Iosaic pay e. 
ment, the indented tessel, and the blazing star. See J1lvsai<~ 

Pa·oentent. 

* Tbe term is thus used, because in masonry the East is the sea.t of light 
a.nti of authority. It is the station of the W orsbipful ;)faster. 

29 
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ORNAN 'l'HE JEBUSITE. He was an inhabitant of Jeru. 
salem, at the time that city was called J ebus, from the son of 
Canaan, whose descendants peopled it. He was the owner of 
the threshing floor, situated on Mount l\Ioriah, in the same spot 
on which the temple was afterwards built. This threshing floor 
David bought to erect on it an altar to God. (2 Chron. xxi. 
18-25.) On the same spot Solomon afterwards built the temple 

OllPHIC ~JYSTERIES. These Grecian rites were only a 
modification of the mysteries of Bacchus or Dionysus, and were 
thus called, because it was said that Orpheus fu·st introduced the 
wor:-hip of Bacchus into Greece from Egypt. They differed, 
howerer, from the other pagan rites, in not being confined to the 
priesthood, but in being practised by a fraternity who did not 
possess the sa~m·dotal functions. The initiated commemorated 
in their ceremonies, which were performed at night, the murder 
of Bacchus by the Titans, and his final restoration to the supreme 
government of the universe, under the name of Phanes. 

Demosthenes, while reproaching Eschines for having engaged 
with his mother in these mysteries, gives us some notion of their 
nature. 

In the day, the initiates were crowned with fennel and poplnr, 
and carried serpents in their hands, or twined them around their 
heads, crying with a loud voice, enos, sabos, and danced to the 
sound of the mystic word~, hyes, a..ttes, attes, hyes. At night t be 
mystes was bathed in the lustral water, and having been rubbed 
over with clay and bran, he was clothed in the skin of a fawn, 
nnd having risen from the bath, he exclaimed, "I haYc departed 
from evil nnd hayc found the good."* 

The Orphic initiation, because it was not sacerdotal in its cbn
ra.cter, was not l:>O celebrated among the ancients, as tbe oth0r 
mysteries. It, neYertheless, existed until the ~rst nges of the 
Christian era, and fell, with the 1·emaining rites of }>ag:misu1, a 

;;; Dcmosth. contra C'csiph. Omt. pp. 568-9. 
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victim to the rapid and trmmphant progress of the new re· 
ligion. 

OSIRIS. For the legend of Osiris, see Egyptian J.liysteries. 

OVERSEER. The title of three officers in a :Mark Lodge, 
who are distinguished as the 1\faster, Senior and Junior Overseer. 
The jewel of their office is a square. In Mark lodges attached 
to chapters, the duties of these officers are performed by the 
three Grand l\iasters of the veils. 

P. 
PARALLEL LINES. In every well-regulated lodge, there 

is found a point within a circle, which circle is embordered by 
two perpendicular parallel lines. These lines are representatives 
of St. John the Baptist, and St. John the Evangelist, the two 
great patrons of masonry, to whom our lodges are dedicated, and 
who are said to have been "perfect parallels in Christianity, as 
well as Masonry." In those English lodges which have adopted 
the "Union System" established by the Grand Lodge of Eng
land in 1815, and where the dedication is "to God and his ser
vice," the lines parallel represent l\Ioses and Solomon. See 
Dedication. 

P ASCHALIS, 1HARTINEZ. The founder of a new rite or 
modification of masonry, called by him, the rite of Elected Cohcns 
or Priests. It was divided into two classes, in the first of which 
was represented the fall of man from virtue and happiness, and 
in the second, his final restoration. It consisted of nine degrees, 
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namely: 1, Apprentice; 2, Fellow-Craft; 3, ~laster; 4, Grand 
.Elect; 5, Apprentice Cohen; 6, Fellow Craft Cohen ; 7, )la&tCI 

Cohen; 8, Grand Architect; 9, Knight Commander. Paschalis 
first introduced this rite into some of the lodges of l\Iarscillt:8, 
Toulouse, and Bordeaux, and afterwards, in 1767, he extende~ 
it to Paris, where, for a short time, it was rather popular, rank
ing some of the Parisian literateurs among its disciples. It has 
now ceased to exist. 

PASSED. A candidate, on rece1vmg the second degree, is 
said to be "passed as a Fellow-Craft." It alludes to his having 
passed through the porch to the middle chamber of the temple, 
the place in which Fellow-Crafts received their wages. 

PAST 1\IASTER. An honorary degree conferred on tho 
W. ·. 1\Iaster, at his installation in to office. In this degree, the 
necessary instructions are conferred respecting the various cere
monies of the order, such as installations, processions, the laying 
of corner stones, etc. The ceremonies of the degree, when pro
perly conferred, inculcate a lesson of diffidence in assuming the 
responsibilities of an office without a due preparation for the per· 
formance of its duties. 

When a brother who has never before presided, has been 
elected the j)laster of a lodge, an emergent lodge of Past 
l\Iasters is convened, and all but Past j):fasters retiring, the degree 
is con fer red upon the new 1 y elected officer; often the installing 
officer alone confers the degree. 

But the degree is also conferred in Royal Arch Chapters 
where it succeeds the l.Iark Master's degree. The conferring of 
this degree, which has no historical connection with the rest of 
the degrees, in a chapter, arises from the following circumstance 
Originally, when chapters of Royal Arch l\Jasonry were under 
the government of lodges, in which tl1e degree was then always 
conferred, it was a part of the regulations that no one could re
ceive the Royal Arch degree, unless he had previously presided 
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in the lodge as 1\lastcr. "\Yhen the chapters became independ~ 
ent, the regulation coulJ not be abolished, for that would have 
been an innovation; the difficulty has, therefore, been obviated, 
by making every candidate for the degree of Royal Arch, c:t Past 
Master before his exaltation. 
· For several years past the question has been agitated i1.1 :>;some 
of the Grand I.Jodges of the United States, whether this degree 
is within the jurisdiction of Symbolic or of Royal Arch masonry 
The explanation of its introduction into chapters, just given, 
manifestly demonstrates that the jurisdiction over it by chapters 
is altogether an assumed one. The Past ~faster of a chapter is 
('nly a quasi Past l\Iaster; the true and legitimate Past ~laster 
is the one who has presided over a symbolic lodge. 

Past l\Iasters are admitted to membership in many Grand 
Lodges, and by some the inherent right has been claimed to sit 
in those bodies. But the most eminent masonic authorities haY(' 
made a contrary decision, and the general, and, indeed, almost 
universal opinion now is, that Past l\lasters obtain their seats in 
Grand Lodges by courtesy, and in consequence of local regula
tions, and not by inherent right. 

The jewel of a Past ~faster in the United States is a pair of 
compasses extended to sixty degrees on tbe fourth part of a 
circle, with a sun in the centre. In England it was formerly 
the square on a quadrant, but is at present the square with the 
forty-seventh problem of Euclid engraved on a sil\·er plate su~
pended within it. 

P ASTOS. (Greek iwo-r:n~, a couch.) The pastos was a chest 
or close cell, in the pagan mysteries, (among the Druids, an ex
cavated stone,) in which the aspirant was for some time placed~ 
to commemorate the mystical death of the god. This constituted 
the symbolic death, which was common to all the mysteries. Iu 
the Arkite rites, the pastos represented the ark in which .No;th 
was confined. "'\V,.. e may refer it to the coffin among masonic em 

blcms. 
" ')Q .. .... .. 
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PECTORAL. Belonging to the breast, from the Lattn 
pectus, the breast. 1.'he heart has always been considered the 
seat of fortitude and cow·age, and hence by this word is sug. 
gested to the l\lason certain symbolic instructions in relation to 
the virtue of fortitude. 

PEDAL. Belonging to the feet, from the Latin pes, a foot. 
The just man is he who, firmly planting his feet on the princi
ples of right, is as immovable as a rock, and can be thrust from 
his upright position neither by the allurements of flattery, nor 
the frowns of arbitrary power. And hence by this word is sug
gested to the .'Mason certain symbolic instructions in relation to 
the virtue of justice. 

PEDESTAL. The pedestal is the lowest part or base of a 
column on which the shaft is placed. In a lodge, there are sup
posed to be three columns, the column of 'Visdom in the east, 
the column of Strength in the west, and the column of Beauty 
in the south. These columns are not generally erected in the 
lodge, but their pedestals always are, and at each pedestal sits 
one of the three superior officers of the lodge. Hence we often 
hear such expressions as these, aclvancing to the pedestal, or 
standing before the pedestal, to signify advancing to or standing 
before the seat of the 'Yorshipful :Master.* 

PELICAN. The pelican is one of the symbols of the Rose 
Croix degree, and is intended as an allusion to the Redeemer, 
who shed his blood for the good of man. 

Ragon says that in the hieroglyphic monuments the eagle ws: 
the symbol of a wise man, and the pelican of a bene~olent on•. > 

and therefore he thinks that the eagle and pelican of the Rose 

* The custom in some louges of placing tables or de:;ks before the three 
principal officers, is, of course, incorrect. They should, for the reason above 
a.~signcu. bo representations of the pedestals of column, and l!hould be painted 
to rl'prcsent marble or stone. 
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Croix are intended to symbolize perfect wisdom and perfect 
charity.* 

PENALTY. The ceremony of entering into a C(Venant 
among the ancient Hebrews, is alluded to in Jeremiah xxxiv. 18. 
It was usual for the parties covenanting, to cut a beast in twain, 
and pass between the_ parts thereof. Jeremiab also relates the 
penalties to be inflicted upon the people for a breach of their 
covenant. An English writer, Brother Goodacre, (quoted by 
Dr. Oliver,) thus fully explains the whole ceremony of making 
the covenant. The allusion will not escape the attentive l\Iason. 

"After an animal had been selected, his throat was cut across 
with one single blow, so as to divide the windpipe, art-eries, and 
veins, without touching any bone. The next ceremony was to 
tear the breast open and pluck out the heart, and if there were 
the least imperfection, the body would be considered unclean. 
The animal was then divided into two parts, and placed north 
and south, .that the parties to the covenant might pass between 
them from east to west; and the carcass was then left as a prey 
to voracious animals." 

PENNY. The penny a day referred to in the :1\fark degree 
as the :wages of a workman, was the Roman dena'r-i·us, equal to 
about seven pence three farthings sterling, or twelve cents and a 
half federal currency. · 

PENT ALPHA. A geometrical figure representing an endle~ 
triangle with five points, thus : 

* Cours des Initiations, p. 320. 



3-U PER 

It was used by the Pythagoreans as an emblem of health. 
(~~~t' Five.) The Peutalphc.L of Pythagoras, as it is calle,l, is in 

~la;-onry the outline or origin of the five-pointed star, and the 
gymbol of fellowship and fraternity. By some writers it has 

impropedy been confounded with the Shield of David or Solo

moll's Seal. 

PERFBCTIO~. G-,·anrl ecossais de la voute sac1·ee du Jacques 
l' I. The 1-1th degree in the Ancient Scotch rite, the 20th in 
the rite of )lisraim. In the Scotch rite, as practised in this 

country, the degree receiv<'s the name we have given it, as well 
as t.hat of "Grand Elect, Perfect and Sublime .Mason/' but in 
France it is called " Grand Scotch j)lason of the sacred vault of 
James VI." This is one of the evidence~ of the influence ex

erted by the Pretender and his adherent, Ramsay, over the or
ganization of this rite. This degree is called by its possessors 
the ultimate degree of ancient masonry, aud it is indeed the last 
of the ineffable degrees that refer to the first 'temple. Its officer::; 
are a l\Iost Perfect :;)Jaster, representing Solomon, two Grand 

'Yardens, a Grand Trensurer, aml Grand Secretary. The follow
ing history is connected with this degree. 

\Yhen the temple was finished, the )lasons who had been em
ployed in constructing it, acquired immortal honour. Their 
order became more uniformly establh;hed and regulated than it 
had been before. Their caution and reserve in admitting new 
members, produced respect, and merit alone was required of the 
candidate. \Vith these principles instilled into their 'nintls, 
many of the Grand Elect left the Temple after its dedication, 
and dispersing themselves among the neighbouring nations, iu

structed all who applied anl were found worthy in the subl:mc 
degrees of ancient craft mnsonry. 

The temple was completed in the year of the world, 3('(1;). 

'J'bus far, the wise King of Israel had behaYed worthy of him
self, and "gained universal admiration; but in process of t.itue, 
when he had adyanced i11 years, his understanding became im
paired; he grew deaf to the voi<:<' of the Lnrd, ana was strnll~I'IV 

... w 
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irregular in his conduC\. Proud of having erected an edifice to 
his ~Iaker, and intoxicated with his great power, .he plunged into 
all manner of licentiousness and debauchery, and profaned the 
temple, by offering to the idol )loloch, that incense which should 
have been offered only to the living God. 

The Grand Elect and Perfect Masons saw this, and were sorely 
grieved, afraid that his apostacy would end in some dreadful con
~equences, and bring upon them those enemies whom Solomon 
had vain-gloriously and wantonly defied. The people, copying 
the vices and follies of their king, became proud and idolatrous, 
and neglected the worship of the true God, for that of idols. 

As an adequate punishment for this defection, God inspired 
the heart of N ebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon, to take ven
geance on the kingdom of Israel. This prince sent an army 
with Nebuzaradan, Captain of the Guards, who entered Judah 
with fire and sword, took and sacked the city of Jerusalem, 
razed its walls, and destroyed the temple. The people were car
ried captive to Babylon, and the conquerors took with them all 
the vessels of silver and gold. This happened four hundred and 
seventy years, six months and ten days after its dedication. 

'\Vhen, in after times, the princes of Christendom entered into 
a league to free the Holy Land from the oppression of the infi
dels, the good and virtuous 1\:Iasons, anxious for the success of so 
pious an undertaking, voluntarily offered their services to the 
confederates, on condition that they should be permitted a chief 
of their_ own election, which was granted; they accordingly ral
lied under their standard and departed. 

The valour and fortitude of these elected knights was such, 
that they were admired by, and took the lead of, all the princes 
of Jerusalem ; who, believing that their mysteries inspired them 
with courage and fidelity in the cause of virtue and religion, be
came desirous of being initiated. Upon being found worthy, 
their desires wer3 complied with, and thus, the royal art, meet
ing the approbatiJn of great. and good ruen, became popnlar and 
honourable, was diffused through their various dominions, unJ 
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bas continued to spread through a succession of ages to the pre· 
sent day. 

The symbolic order of this degree is red, emblematic of fer· 
vour, constancy, and assiduity. 

The jewel of the degree is a pair of compasses extended on 
nn nrc of 00 degrees, surmounted by a crown, and with a sun in 
~be centre. 

The apron is white with red flames, bordered with blue, and 
having the jewel painted on the flap. 

PERFECTION, RITE OF. In 1754, the Chevalier de 
Bonneville established a chapter of the high degrees, which he 
called the chapter of Clermont, in honour of Louis of Bourbon, 
Prince of Clermont, at that tirne Grand Master of the fraternity 
in France. The system of masonry he there practised received 
the name of the rite of Perfection, or rite of Heredom. It con
sists of twenty-five degrees, most of which are the same as those 
IJf the Ancient Scotch rite. The degrees are as follows :-1, 
Apprentice; 2, Fellow Craft; 3, Master; 4, Secret l\laster; 5, 
Perfect l\Iaster; 6, Intimate Secretary; 7, Intendant of the 
Buildings; 8, Provost and Judge; 9, Elect of nine; 10, El~ct 
of fifteen; 11, Illustrious elect, Chief of the twelve tribes; 12, 
Grand l\Iast.er Architect; 13, Royal Arch; 14, Grand, Elect, 
Ancient, Perfect l\Iaster; 15, Knight of the Sword; 16, Prince 
of Jerusalem ; 17, Knight of the East and 'y est ; 18, Rose 
Croix Knight; 19, Grand Pontiff; 20, Grand Patriarch; 21, 
Grand l\Iaster of the Key of :Masonry; 22, Prince of Libanus ; 
23, Sovereign Prince Adept, Chief of the Grand Consistory; 24, 
lllustrious Knight, Commander of the Black and White Eagle; 
25, l\lost Illustrious Sovereign Prince of :Masonry, Grand Knight, 
Sublime Commander of the Royal Secret. 

The distinguishing principle of this rite is, that Freemasonry 
was derived from 'remplarism, and that consequently every Frr,e
ntason was a Knight Templar. It is still practised, or was a few 
years since, in a single lodge in Paris. 
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PERFECT 1\l.ASTER. 11/aUre Pmfait. The fifth degree in 
the A1.cient Scotch rite. The ceremonies of this degree wero 
originally established as a grateful tribute of respect to a worthy 
departed brother. The officers of the lodge are a Right '\Vor
shipful l\Iaster, who represents the Noble A.doniram, the inspec. 
tor of the works at JUount Libanus, and a \Varden, who is called 
Inspector. The conductor represents Zerbal, the Captain of the 
Guards. The symbolic colour of the degree is green, to remind 
the Perfect Master that, being dead in vice, he must hope to re· 
vive iu virtue. His jewel is a compass extended 60 degrees, to 
teach him that he should act within measure, and ever pay due 
regard to justice and equity. 

The ap1·on is white, with a green flap, and in the middle of the 
apron must be embroidered or painted, within three circles, a 
square stone, in the centre of which the letter J is inscribed. 

PERFECT UNION, LODGE OF. A lodge at Rennes in 
France, which, in the last century, created a new modification of 
masonry, under the-name of the rite of the Elect of Truth. It 
consisted of fourteen degrees, divided into three classes, taken 
with slight. alterations from the rite of perfection. The degrees 
were as follows : 

I. Glass.-1, Entered Apprentice; 2, Fcllow.Craft; 3, 
l\Iaster; 4, Perfect ~faster. 

II. GLass.-5, Elect of nine; 6, Elect of fifteen; 7, ]Jaster 
Elect; 8, l\Iinor A.Tchitect; 9, Second .Architect; 10, Grand 
Architect; 11, Knight of the East; 12, Rose Croix. 

Ill. Glass.-13, Knight Adept; 14, Elect of Truth. 
This rite, at one time, had several lodges in various parts of 

France. 

PERI)EXDICULAR. In a geometrical sense, that which is 

upright and erc<::t , leaning neither one wny nor another. Iu a 

fi::!:uratiYe anti svm bolic sense, it con Yey~ the s ignificat i•m of Jus . 
'- •' .. '-

Li u ', F ortituJc, lJrUtlcncc, aml T clll p 01'<llt CC. .J ust i cr~ tlw t l ea n~ 
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to no side but that of Truth; Fortitude, that yields to no ad
verse attack Prudence, that ever purs~es the straight path of 
integrity j and Temperance, that swerves not for appetite nor 
passiOn. See Plu1nb. 

PERSECUl,IO:NS. I enter on the history of the persecu
tions to which our order has been subjected, with a reluctance 
that I have not felt in the other portions of this work. The re
cord of the follies and the crimes of his race, furnish no pleasant 
theme to the historian. But truth summons me to the task, 
odious though it be, of showing that masonry, virtuous as are its 
principles, charitable as are its objects, and instructive as are its 
ceremonies, has, nevertheless, been repeatedly exposed to the 
blinded rage of politic:1l hostility, or of religious bigotry. 

One of the first persecutions to which masonry, in its present 
organization, was subjected, occurred in the year 1735, in Hol
land. On the 16th of October, of that year, a crowd of igno
rant fn.natics whose zeal had been enkindled by the denunciations 
of some of the clergy, broke into a house in Amsterdam, where 
a lodge was accustomed to be held, and destroyed all the furni
ture and ornaments of the lodge. The StateR General, yielding 
to the popular excitement, or rather desirous of giving no occa
sion for its action, prohibited the future meetings of the lodges. 
One, however, continuing, regardless of the edict, to meet a! a 
private house, the mem hers were arrested and brought before the 
Court of Justice. Here, in the presence of the whole city, the 
Masters and 'Vardens defended themselves with great dexterity; 
and wLile acknowledging their inability to prove the innocene:e 
of their institution by a public exposure of their secret doctrines, 
they freely offered to receiYe and initiate any person in the confi. 
dence of the magistrates, and who could then "giYc them infur 
mation upon which they might depend, relative to the true de
signs of the institution. The proposal was acceded to: and the 
town clc:rk was chosen. He was immediately initiated, and his 
report so pleased his superiors, that all the magistrates and pnn-
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~ipal persons of the city became members and zealous patrons of 
tht~ order. 

In France, the fear of the authorities that the Freemasons 
concealed, within the recesses of their lodges, designs hostile to 
the government, gave occasion to an attempt, in 1737, on the 
part of the poHce, to prohibit the meeting of the lodges. But 
this unfavourable disposition did not long continue, and the last 
instance of the interference of the government with the proceed
ings of the masonic body, was in June 1745, when the members 
of a lodge, meeting at the Hotel de Soissons, were dispersed, 
their furniture and jewels seized, and the landlord amerced in a 
penalty of three thousand livres. 

The persecutions in Germany were owing to a singular cause. 
The malice of a few females had been excited by their disap
pointed curiosity. A portion of this disposition they succeeded 
in communicating to the Empress, l\laria Theresa, who issued an 
order for apprehending all the Masons in Vienna, when assembled 
in their lodges. The measure_ was, howeyer, frustrated by the 
good sense of the Emperor, Joseph I., who was himself a Mason, 
and exerted his power in protecting his brethren. 

The persecutions of the church in Italy, and other Catholic 
countries, have been the most extensive and most permanent. 
On the 28th of April, 1738, Pope Clement XII. issued the 
famous bull against Freemasons, whose authority is still in ex
istence. In this bull, the Roman Pontiff says, "We have learned, 
and public rumor does not permit us to doubt the truth of the 
repo1-t, that a certain society has been formed, under the name 
of Freemasons, into which persons of all religions and all sects are 
indiscriminately admitted, and whose members have established 
certain laws whic~ bind themselves to each other, and which, in 
particular, compel their members, under the severest penalti~s, .. 
by virtue of an oath taken on the Holy Scriptures, to preserve 
an inviolable secrecy in relation to every thing that passes in 
their meetings." The bull goes on to declare, that these socie
ties have become suspected by the faithful, nnd that they are 

30 
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hurtful to the twnquillity of the state and to the safety of tho 
soul; and after making w;;e of the now thread-bare argument, 
that if the actions of Freemasons were irreproachable, they wouid 
not so carefully conceal tliem f1·om tbc light, it proceeds to 
eLjoiu all bishops, superiors, and ordinaries, to punish the Free
llldSOns "with the penalties which they deserve, as people greatly 
sl.t,;pected of heresy, having recourse, if necessary, to the secular 
arrn."* 

What this delivery to the secular arm means, we are at no loss 
to .iiscover, from the interpretation given to the bull by Cardinal 
Fi...rao, in his edict of publication in the beginning of the follow
inr; year; namely, "that no person shall dare to assemble at any 
lodge of the said society, nor be present at any of their meetings, 
under pain of deatl~,, and confiscation of goods, the said penalty 
to be without hope of pardon."t 

'rhe bull of Clement met in France with no congenial spirits 
to obey it.. On the contrary, it was the subject of universal 
condemnation as arbitrary and unjust, and the parliament of 
Paris positively refused to enrol it. But iu other Catholic coun
tries it was better respected. In Tuscany the persecutions wP.re 
unremitting. A man named Crudeli, was arrested at Floren~e, 
thrO\vn into the dungeons of the inquisition, subjected to torture, 
and finally sentenced to a long imprisonment on the c:llarge of 
having furni::;hcd an asylum to a masonic lodge. The Grand 
Lodge of England, upon learning the circumstances, obtained 
his enlargement and sent him pecuniary assistance: Francis de 

* As late as 1802, in Austria, and the Ecclesb.stical States, aU public func
tionaries were compelled, beftlre their installation, to declare upon oath that 
they were not member~ of the c1rcler of Frcemnson~. 

t ClnYel gi,·es the originn.l of this mo~t merciful int<'rpretntion. I cptotc it, 
lt>.st the Se\·erity of the pcn<llt~· slJou)d throW a tloubt UJl0D tll(: Cllfl cctoes~ of 
my translation, which my Itnlin.n reauers mny ca:oily rcl"ify. "Cho nc~J-uno 
anlisea di ratlunar~i e congregnrsi e ~li n.ggregnrsi, in luogo alcuno, sutto le 
milctte ~ocietii, ne di trovarsi presente a tali radun:mze, solta pnw della mo•·te 

c con fiscaziot1e de ben i, 1ht i ncurrcrsi irrem i~ i l>iltlll'n tc, l'enz:t !<pcr:HlZtl di ~:.rrazia. 
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Lorraine, who had been initiated at the Hague, in 1731, soon 
after ascended the grand ducal throne, and one of the first acts 
of his reign was to liberate all the l\Iasons who had been incat· 
cerated by the inquisition, and still further to evince his respect 
for the order, he personally assisted in the constitution of several 
lodges at Florence, and in other cities of his dominions. 

The other sovereigns of Italy were, however, more obedient to 
the behests of the holy father, and persecutions continued to 
rage throughout the peninsula. Nevertheless, masonry continued 
to flourish, and in 1751, thirteen years after the emission of the 
bull of prohibition, lodges were openly in existence in Tuscany, 
at Naples, and even in the "eternal city" itself. 

The priesthood, whose vigilance had abated under the influence 
of time, became once more alarmed, and an edict was issued in 
1751, by Benedict XIV., who then occupied the papal chair, 
renewing and enforcing the bull which had been fulminated by 
Clement. 

This, of course, renewed the spirit of persecution. In Spain, 
one Tournon, a Frenchman, was convicted of practising the rites 
of masonry, and after a tedious confinement in the dungeons of 
the inquisition, he was finally banished from the kingdom. 

In Portugal, at Lisbon, John Coustos, a native of Switzerland, 
was still more severely treated. He was subjected to the torture, 
and suffered so much that he was unable to move his limbs for 
three months. C(llLC~tos, with two companions of his reputed 
crime, was sentenced to the galleys, but was finally released by 
the interposition of the English ambassador. The work of Cous
tos, in which be recounts the circumstances of his imprisonment 
and trial, is now before me, and the details of the tortures to 
which he was subjected, in th~ hope of extorting the secrets of 
masonry from him, inspire the most tender pity for his suff0r· 
ings, and the most unqualified admiration of his fortitude and 
fidelity. 

But the persecutions of the order were not confined to Ca
tholic countries. In 17-15, the Council of Berne, in Switzerland, 
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i~sued a d~-:!rce prohibiting under the severest penalties, the aP 

semb1ages of Freemasons. In 1757, in Scotland, the Synod of 
Sterling adopted a resolution debarring all adhering Freemasons 
from the ordinances of religion. And, as if to prove that fanati
cism is everywhere the same, in 17-18 the Divan at Constanti
nople caused a masonic lodge to be demolished, its jewels and 
furniture seized, and its members arrested. They were dis
charged upon the interposition of the English minister, but the 
government prohibited the introduction of the order into Turkey. 

Our own country has not been free from the blighting influ
ence of this demon of fanaticism. But the excit.ing scenes of 
anti-masonry are too recent to be treated by t.he historian with 
coolness or irupartiality. The political party to which this spirit 
of persecution gave birth, was the most abject in its principles, and 
the most unsuccessful in its efforts, of any that our times have 
seen. It has passed away; the clouds of anti-masonry have been, 
we trust, forever dispersed, and the bright sun of masonry, once 
more emerging from its temporary eclipse, is beginning to bless 
our land with the invigorating heat and light of its meridian rays. 

PERSIAN PHILOSOPHIC RITE. A rite attemptE>d to be 
established in France about the yeur 1819. It consisted of seven 
degrees, as follows :-1, Listening Apprentice; 2, Fellow-Craft 
Adept, Esquire of Benevolence; 3, l\Iaster, Knight of the Sun; 
4, Architect of all rites, Knight of the philosophy of the heart; 
5, Knight of eclecticism and of truth; 6, l\laster Good Shepherd; 
7, Venerable Grand Elect. This rite never contained many mem
bers, and is now abolished. 

PETITIO~. When a new lodge is about to be formed, ap
plication to the Grand Lotlge, within whose jurisdiction it is 
situated, must be made in the form of petition. The petition mu~t 
be signed by at least seven :Jhster ·.Masons, and the masonic anu 
moral character of the petitioners certified by one or more wd] 
known brethren. Petitions to a Grand Chapter for the formation 
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of Chapters of Royal A1·ch l\lasons, require the signature of nine 
companions; and for Comrnanderies of Knights Templars and the 
appendant orders, the application to the Grand Commandery must 
be made by nine knights. 

PHALLUS. (Greek rpa)Jo<;.) The phallus was the woode~ 
image of the membrum vi'rile, which being affixed to a pole, 
formed a part of most of the pagan mysteries, and was worship
ped as the emblem of the male generative principle. The phallic 
worship was first established in Egypt. The origin of its insti
tution was this. After the murder of Osiris, and the mutilation 
of the body by Typhon, I sis was enabled to recover all the parts 
of his body except the privities. To this part, therefore, in com
memoration of its loss, she paid particular honour. The phallus, 
its representation, was made of wood, and carried during the sa
cred festivals in the mysteries of Osiris, as the emblem of fecun
dity. It was held by the people in the greatest \Teneration, and 
the sight or mention ·of it produced in the minds of the ancients 
no impure or lascivious thoughts. From E~ypt it was introduced 
into Greece, and its exhibition formed a part of the Dionysian 
ruysteries. In the Indian mysteries, it was called the linyarn, 
and was always found. in the most holy place of the temple. It 
was adopted by the idolatrous I sraelites, who took it fr1lm the 
.l\Ioabites when in the wilderness of Sin, under the name of Banl
pe(\r. * In short, the venerat-ion of the phallus, under different 
names, was COllllllOn to all the nations of antiquity. We shall 
again have occasion to refer to it, in the article on the Point 
witbin a Circle, with which masonic emblem the phallus has been 
identified by Dr. Oliver in an elaborate chapter in his ''Signs and 
Symbols.'' The masonic explanation, however, it will hereafter 
be perceived, bears no longer any allusion to the solar orh, or 
great principle of fecundity, except in its form 0, a figure still 

* Cumberland sn.ys Baal-pebor in the Chalda.ic signifies the naked goJ, aud 
is ~'lui valent to the R cma.n deity Priapus. 

3() * 
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retained by astronomet·s as the representation of the sun. See 
Point witl~in a Circle. 

PHILALETHES, RITE OF THE. The rite of the Philale
thes or Searchers after Truth, was invented in the lodge of Amis 
Reunis at Paris, in 1775, by Savalette de Langes, Keeper of the 
Royal Treasury. It was compounded of the masonic reveries of 
Swedenburg and Paschalis, and was distributed into twelve classes 
or chambers of instruction. The names of these classes or degrees 
were as follows :-1, Apprentice; 2, Fellow Craft; 3, ~laster; 4, 
Elect; 5, Scotch :Master; 6, Knight of the East; 7, Rose Croix; 
8, Knight of the Temple; 9, Unknown Philosopher; 10, Sublime 
Philosopher; 11, Initiate; 12, Philalethes or Searcher after 
Truth. The first six degrees were called Petty, and the last six 
High ~lasonry. The rite existed only during the life of de 
Langes; at his death in 1788, it ceased to exist, and the lodge 
of Amis Reunis was dissolved. 

PHILOSOPHICAL DEGREES. All the degrees abO\ye the 
Rose Croix obtain this appellation. They are so called because 
they are particularly directed to the philosophical explanation of 
the system of masonry, which, in the inferior degrees, recei\'os a 
moral signification. They are not to be confounded with t.he 
philosophical orders which arose on the continent of Europe about 
the close of the eighteenth century, and whose tendency, in many 
instances, was towards natural religion or deism. Barruel and 
Robinson, howeYer, have confounded them, and on this error ha\'e 
based many, if not all, of their false charges against Freemasonry. 

PHILOSOPHIC LODGE. The degree of Knights of the 
Sun is sometimes thus styled. 

PHILOSOPHIC SCOTCH RITE.-Rite ecossais philoso
phiq_ue. In the year 1770, one Pernetti founded a rite of Free
nlasonry, wlllch he called the "Hermetic rite," but which was 

• 
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rather an alchemical than a masonic society, for its object was, by 
symbolic lessons, to instruct its disciples in the art of transmuting 
metals, and preparing the elixir of life. One of Pernetti's most 
ingenious disciples was a .physician of Paris, n~med Boileau. lie 
modified the system of the Hermetic rite, gave it a more purely 
masonic character and established its practice in one of the lodges 
of Paris, under the name of the "Philosophic Scotch Rite." The 
two rites were subsequently united, and the Grand Lodge was 
established in 1776, at Paris. It consists of tweh·e degrees, as 
follows: 1, 2, 3, Knight of the Black Eagle, or Rose Croix, di
vided into three parts; 4, Knight of the Phrenix; 5, Knight of 
the Sun; 6, Knight of Iris; 7, Freemason; 8, Knight of the 
Argonauts; 9, Knight of the Golden Fleece; 10, Grand Inspec
tor, Perfect Initiate; 11, Grand Inspector, Grand Scotch :\Iason; 
12, Sublime Master of the Luminous Ring. The three degrees 
of ancient Craft Masonry are necessary pre-requisites, though they 
do not fo1·m a part of the rite. It is still practised in France, but 
to a very limited extent. 

We may form some notion of the masonic doctrine taught in 
this rite, from the name of the degree which is at its summit. 
The "Luminous Ring" is a Pythagorean degree. In 1780 an 
Academy of the Sublime Masters of the Luminous Ring was 
established in France, in which the doctrine was taught that 
Freemasonry was originally founded by Pythagoras, and in which 
the most important portion of the lectures consisted of an expla
nation of the peculiar doctrines of the sage of Samos. We may, 
tnerefore, presume that the same doctrines were taught in the rite 
l!Dder examination. 

PICKAXE. One of the working tools of a Royal Arch 
Mason. For its emblematic signification see Shovel. 

PILGRIM'S SHELL. The shell was an Ancient sym.bol of 
the Syrian Goddess Astarte, who was the same as the Venus 
Pelagia, or Venus rising from the sea, of the western mythology. 
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The escalop or scollop shell (the Pecten of Linnreus) is found in 
great abundance on the shores of the l\Iediterranean, and was 
worn in the time "f the Crusades by pilgrims to the Holy Land, 
as a l\lcmorial of the pious pilgrimage they were then perform 
ing or had already accomplished. Thus Shal\:speare makes 
Ophelia sing : 

u And how should I thy true love know, 
From any other one ? 

0! by his scollop shell and staff, 
And by his sandal shoon." 

Hence the scollop shell, staff and sandals, form a part of the 
costume of a candidate in th'3 ceremonies of the Templar's de
gree. 

PILLAR. In the earliest times it was customary to perpetu
ate remarkable events, or exhibit gratitude for providential fa. 
vours, by the erection of pillars, which by the idolatrous races 
were dedicated to their spurious gods. Thus Sanconiatno tells us 
that Hypsourianos and Ousous, who lived before the flood, dedi
cated two pillars to the elements, fire and air. Among the 
Egyptians the pillars were, in general, in the form of obeli~ks, 
from 50 to 100 feet high, and exceedingly slender in proportion. 
Upon their four sides, hieroglyphics were often engraved. Ac
cording to Hel'odotus, they were first raised in honour of tho 
sun, and their pointed form was intended to represent his rays. 
l\lany of these monuments still remain. 

In the antediluvian ages, the posterity of Seth erected pillars; 
" for," says the Jewish historian, " that their inventions might 
not be lost before they were suificiently known, upon Adam's 
p1~diction, that the world was to be destroyed at one time by the 
force of fire, and at another time by the violence of water, they 
made two pilla1·s, the one of brick, the other of stone; they in
scribed their di~coveries on them both, that in case the pillar of 
brick should be destroyed ~y the flood, the pillar of stone lllight 
remain. and exhibit those discoveries to mankind, and abo iuform 
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tb em that there was another pillar of brick erected by them."* 
~Tacob crec:tcd a pillar at Bethel, to commemorate his remarkable 
vision of the ladder, and afterwards another one at G-aleed as a. 
memorial of his alliance with Laban. Joshua erected one at 
Gilgal to perpetuate the remembrance of his miraculous crossiug 
of the Jordan. Samuel set up a pillar between lUizpeh and 
Shen, on account of a defeat of the Philistines, and Absalom 
erected another in honour of himself. 

PILLARS OF THE PORCH. The pillars most remarkable 
in Scripture history, were the two erected by Solomon at the 
porch of the Temple, and which Josephus thus describes: 
"Moreover, this Hiram made two hollow pillars, whose outsides 
were· of brass, and the thickness of the brass was four fingers 
breadth, and the height of the pillars was eighteen cubits, (27 
feet,) and the circumference twelve cubits, (18 feet;) but there 
was cast with each of their chapiters, lily work, that stood upon 
the pillar, and it was elevated five cubits, (7 t feet,) round about 
which there was net work interwoven with small palms made of 
brass, and covered the lily work. To this also were hung two 
hundred pomegranates, in two rows. The· one of these pillars 
he set at the entrance of the porch on the right hand, (or so-uth,) 
and called it J achin, and the other at the left hand, (or n01·th,) 
and called it Boaz." 

It has been supposed that Solomon, in erecting these pillars, 
had reference to the pillar of cloud and the pillar of fire which 
went before the Israelites in the wilderness, and that the right 
band or south pillar represented the pillar of cloud, and the left 
hand or north pillar represented that of fire. Solomon did not 
sjmply erect them as ornaments to the temple, but as memorials 
of God's repeated promises of support to his people of Israel 

-l!! Joseph. Antiq. lib. 1. <'· ii. Josephus says this pillar in his time was still 
remaining in the land of S.riad; but Whiston supposes the pillar thus referred 
to, t.Q have been erected by Sesostris, King of Egypt. 
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For the pillar j'~' (Jaohin,) derived from the words iT' (Jah.) 
".Jehovah," and i'.:J' (iacltin) "will estaulish," signifies thnt 
"God will establish his house of Israel;" while the pillar 1l.':J 
(Boaz) compounded of :l (b,) "in" and \V (oaz,) "strength,'' 
signifies, that , .. in strength shall it be established." And thus 
were the Jews, in passing through the porch to the temple, daily 
reminded of the abundant promises of God, and inspired with 
confidence in his protection and gratitude for his many acts of 
kindness to his chosen people. 

Tlw construction of these p£llars.-There is no part of the ar
chitecture of the ancient temple which is so difficult to be under-
6tood in its details, as the Scriptural account of these memorable 
pillars. Freemasons, in general, intimately as their symbolical 
signification is connected with some of the most beautiful por
tions of their ritual, appear to have but a confused notion of 
their construction and of the true disposition of the various 
parts of which they are composed. With a view to relieve this 
subject from some of the difficulties which surround it, I, some 
time since, published an essay on these pillars in l\Ioore's ~laga
zine; and as that essay contained all the results of a rather labo
rious investigation, I shall transfer so much of it as is appropri
ate to the present article. 

The situation of these pillars, according to Lightfoot,* was 
witlt£n the porch, at its very entrance and on each side of the 
gate. They were therefore seen, one on the right, and the other 
on the left, as soon as the '\risitor stepped within the porch.t 
And this, it will be remembered, in confirmation, is the very 
spot in which Ezekiel places the pillars that he saw in his vision 
of the Temple. "The length of the porch was twenty cubits, 

* See his treatise entitled "a Prospect of tbe Temple." 
t If this position be the correct. one, and Lightfoot supports the hn;othcsis 

by strong arguments, then Oliver, as well a8 most of onr locturer~, is wrong 
in the statement that the pillars were placed before the porch of the temple, 
and must have been r~sscd before entering it. See Oliver's Landmarks, vol. 
1., p. 451. 
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ll.Dd the brea lth eleven cubits; and he brought me by the st"p3 
whereby they went up to it, and there were pillars by the posts, 
one on this side, and another on that side."* 

These pillars, we are told, were of brass, as well as the chapi
t~rs that surmounted them, and were cast hollow. The thickness 
of the brass of each pillar was "four finger~, or a hand's 
breadth," which is equal to three inches. According to the ac
counts in 1 Kings viii. 15, and in Jeremiah Iii. 21, the circum
ference of each pillar was twelve cubits. Now, according to the 
Jewish computation, the cubit used in the measurement of the 
teruple buildings was six hands' breadth, or eighteen inches. 
According to the tables of Bishop Cumberland, the cubit was 
rather more, he making it about twenty-two inches; but I adhere 
to the. measure laid down by the Jewish writers, as probably 
more correct, and cm·tainly more simple for calculation. The 
circumference of each pillar, reduced by this scale to English 
measure, would be eighteen feet, and its diameter about six. 

The reader of the Scriptural accounts of these pillars will be 
not a little puzzled with the apparent discrepancies that are found 
m the estimates of their height as given in the Books of Kings 
ctnd Chronicles. In the former book, it is said that their height 
was eighteen cubits, and in the latter it was thirty-five. t But 
the discrepancy is easily reconciled by supposing, which, indeed, 
must have been the case, that in the Book of Kings the pillars 
are spoken of separately, and that, in Chronides, their aggregate 
height is calculated j and the reason why, in this latter book, 
their united height is placed at thirty-five cubits instead of 
thirty-six, which would be the double of eighteen, is because 
they are there measured as they appeared with the chapiters 
upon them. Now half a cubit of each pillar was concealed in, 
what Lightf11ot calls "the hole of the chapiter," that is, half a 

;;. Ezeldcl, x.i. 49. 
t WhistCln observes that the latter height would bo contrary to nll tho rul~a 

1f architecture. 
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cuhi ts' s ,Jepth of the lower edge of the chapiter covered the top 
of the pillar, making each pillar, appartntly, only seventeen and 
a half cubits high, or the two thirty-five cubits, as laid down in 
the Book of Chronicles. 

This is a much better method of reconciling the discrepancy 
han that adopted by Calcott,* who supposes that the pedestals 

of the pillars were seventeen cubits high-a violation of every 
rule of architectural proportion with which we would be reluc
tant to charge the memory of so "cunning a workman" as 
Hiram the Builder. The account in Jeremiah agrees with that 
in tbe Book of Kings. The height, therefore, of each of these 
pillars was, in English measure, twen ty-scven feet. The chap iter 
or pomcl was fiye cubits, or seven and a half feet more; but as 
haif a cubit, or nine inches, was common to both pillar and 
chapiter, the whole height from the ground to the top of the 
,~hapitcr was twenty-two cubits and a half, or thh·ty-three feet 
and nine inches. 

Each of these pillars was surmounted by a chapiter, which 
was five cubits or seven and a half feet in height. The shape 
and construction of this chapiter requires some consideration. 
The Hebrew word which is used in this place is lii;i1~, (lLote
'ret.) Its root is to be found in the \lord iJi,:), (l.:etcr,) which 
signified "a crown," and is so used in Esther vi. 8., to desig
nate the royal diadem of the King of Persia. The Chaldaic ver
sion expressly calls the chapiter u a crown," but Rabbj Solomon, 

in his commentary, uses the word S'Oi!J, (pon~cl,) signifying 
"a globe or spherical body," and Rabbi Gershom describes it as 
"like two crowns joined together." Lightfoot says, "it was a 
huge, great oYal, fiye cubits high, aod did not only sit upon tl:.e 
head of the pillars, but also flowered or spreau them, being 
larger about, a great deal> than the pil1ars themselHs." The 
J"wish commentaton say that the two lower cubits of its surface 

* Calcott's Masonry, p. 151. 
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\\'ere entirely pla.in, but that the . three upper were richly orna
mented. To this ornamental part we now arrive. 

In the first Book ·of Kings, ch. vii. verses 17, 20, 22, the 
ornaments of the chapiters are thus described: 

"And nets of checker-work and wreaths of chain work, for tho 
chapiter.s which were upon the tops of the pillars; seven for the 
one chapiter, and seven for the other chapiter. 

"And he made the pillars, and two rows round about upon 
the one net-work, to cover the chapiters that were upon the top, 
with pomegranates; and so did he for the other chapiter. 

"And the chapiters that were upon the tops of the pillars were 
of lily work in the porch, four cubits. 

"And the chapiters upon the two pillars had pomegranates 
also above, over against the belly, which was by the net work; 
and the pomegranates were two hundreds in rows, round about 
upon the other chapiter. 

"And upon the top of the pillars was lily work; so was the 
work of the pillars finished." 

Let us endeavour to render this description, which appears 
somewhat confused and unintelligible, plainer and more compre
hensible. 

The "nets of checker-work," is the first ornament mentioned. 
The words thus translated are in the original i1:V1'~ O'.:J:lt!' 
i1.:J :J t!', which Lightfoot prefers rendering "thickets of branch 
work;" and he thinks that the true meaning of the pas~age is, 
that " the chapiters were curiously wrought with branch work, 
seven goodly branches standing up from the belly of the oval, 
and their boughs and leaves curiously and lovelily intermingled 
and interwoven one with another." He derives his reason fo1· 
this version, from the fact that the same word, i1~:lt.!', is trans
lated, "thicket" in the passage in Genesis (xxii. 13,) where the 
ram is described as being "caught in a thicket by his horns,'' 
and in various other passages the word is to be similarly trans· 
lated. But, on the other hand, we find it used in tl1e Book of 
Job, where it evidently s~gnifies a net made of meshes: "Fer 

31 
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he if: cast mto a net by his own feet and he walketh upon a 
.:mare." Job xvii. 8. In 2 Kings i. 2, t~e same word is used, 
where our translators have rendered it a lattice j ".A.haziah fell 
down through a lattice in his upper chamber.'' I am, therefore, 
rwt inclined to adopt the emendation of Lightfoot, but rather 
eoincide with the received version as well as the masonic tradi
tion ~hat this ornament was a simple net.work or fabric consisting 
of reticulated lines. 

The " wreaths of chain work" t}~at are next spoken of, are less 
difficult to be understood. The word here translated "wreath/' 

is O'S1J, and is to be found in Deutervnomy xxii. 12, where it 
distinctly means fi~inges: "Thou shalt make thee fringes upon 
the four quarters of thy vesture." Fringes, it should also be 
translated here. "The fringes of chain work," I suppose, were, 
therefore, attaehed to, and hung down from, the net-work spoken 
of above, and were probably in this case, as when used upon the 
garments of the Jewish high priest, intended as a "memorial of 
the law." 

The " lily work," is the last ornament that demands our ut
tention. And here the description of I.Jightfoot is so clear and 
evidently correct, that I shall not hesitate to quote it at length. 
"At the head of the pillar, even at the setting on of the cha pi
ter, there was a curious and a large border or circle of lily work, 
which stood out four cubits under the chapiter, and then turned 
down, every lily or long tongue of brass, with a neat beudjng, 
and so seemed as a flowered crown to the head Jf the pillar, and 
as a curious garland whereon the chapiter had its seat." 

There is a very common error among :l\lasons, which has heel! 
fostered by the plates in our "1\lo_..nitors,'' that there were on the 
pillars, chapiters, and that these chapiters were again surmounted 
by globes. The truth, however, is that the chnpiters theru~ch·cs 
were "the pomels or globes" to which our lecture, in the Fellow 
Craft's degree, alludes. This is evident from what has already 
been ~aid in the first part of the preceding description. The 
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maps of the earth and the charts of the celestial constellations 
whi\~h are ~ometimes said to have been engraved upon these 
globes, must be t·eferred to the pillars where, according to Oliver, 
a masonic tradition places them-an ancient custom, instance~ 
of which we find in profane history. This is, however, by ne 
means of any importance, as the symbolic allusion is perfectly 
well preserved in the shapes of the chapiters, without the neces
sity of any such geographical or astronomical engraving upon 
them. For being globular, or nearly so, they may be justly said 
to have represented the celestial and terrestrial spheres. 

The true description, then, of th:se memorable pillars, is sim
ply this. Immediately within the porch of the temple, and on 
each side of the door, were placed two hollow brazen pillars. 
The height of each was twenty-seven feet, the diameter about 
six feet, and the thickness of the br-ass three inches. Above the 
pillar, and covering its upper part to the depth of nine inches, 
was an oval body or chapiter, seven feet and a half in height. 
Springing out from the pillar, at the junction of the chapiter 
with it, was a row of lily petals, which, first spreading around 
the _ chapiter, afterwards gently curved downwards towards the 
pillar, something like the Acanthus leaves on the capital of a 
Corinthian column. About two-fifths of the distance from the 
bottom of the chapiter, or just below its most bulging part, a 
tissue of net-work was carved, which .extended over its whole 
upper surface. To the bottom of this net-work was suspended a 
series of fringes, and on these again were carved two rows nf 
pomegranates, one hundred being in each row. 

This description, it seems to me, is the only one that can be 
reconciled with the various passages in the Books of Kings, 
Chronicles and Jeremiah, which relate to these pillars, and the 
only one that can give the masonic student a correct conception 
of the architecture of these important symbols 

PLATONIC A.CADEl\IY. A society instituted at Florence. 
in 1480. The hall in which its meetings wer~ held still (>Xists, 
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and is said to be ornamented with masonic emblems. Claval 
supposes it to have been a society founded by some of the hono
rary members and patrons of the fraternity of Freemasons who 
existed in the :Middle Ages, and who, having abandoned the rna· 
terial design of the institution, confined themselves to its mystic 
character. If his suggestion be correct, thiE is one of the 
earliest instances of the separation of speculative from operative 
masonry. 

PLENTY. The ear of corn is the masonic symbol of plenty, 
and was derived, as nearly all the masonic symbols ha-re been, 
from the ancient system of symbolism. According to Montfau
con, ears of corn always accompanied the images of the goddess 
Plenty in the ancient gems and medals, of which he gives 
several examples. The Hebrew word Shibboleth signifies an ear 
of corn. 

PLUMB. An instrument made use of, by operative masons, 
for the purpose of erecting perpendicular lines, and which, in 
speculative masonry, constitutes one of the working tools of the 
Fellow-Craft. As the building which is not erected on a perpen
dicular line, but leans either one way or the other, becomes inse
cure, and must eventually fall, by the force of gravity, to the 
ground, so he, whose life is not supported by an upright course 
of conduct, but whose principles are swayed by the uncertain 
dictates of interest or passion, cannot long sustain a worthy repu
tation, and must soon sink beneath the estimation of every good 

• 
and virtuous citizen. But the just, the upright, the unwavering 
man, who bends not· beneath the attacks of adversity, nor yields 
to the temptations of pmsperity, but still pursues the "even 
tenor of his way," will stand erect amid the fiercest tempests of 
fortune, and, like a tall column, lift his head abo-ve the frowns of 
envy and the slanders of malignity. To the man titus just and 
upright, the saCI·ed Scriptures attribute as necessary parts of his 
character, kindness and liberality, temperance and moderation, 
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truth and wisdom; and the heathen poet, Horace, pays; in one 
of his most adrbired odes, an eloquent tribute to his stern imruu· 
tability. 

Tlle mau iu conscious virtue bold, 
Who dares his secret purpose bold, 

Unshaken hears the crowcl's tumultuous cries 
And the impetuous tyrant's angry brow defies. 

Let the loud winds that rule the seas, 
Their wild tempestuous horrors raise; 

Let Jove's dread arm with thunders rend the spheres; 
Beneath the crush of lvorlds undaunted he appears.* 

[FranciB. 

The plumb is also the jewel of the Junior Warden, and it 
seems here symbolically to instruct us, as the authority of this 
officer is exercised only in time of refreshment, when the brethren 
having ceased to labour, are no longer within the sacred precincts 
of the lodge room, that then more particularly, when the eyes of 
a censorious world are upon him, should the Mason walk up~ 
rightly and eschew evii.t 

POINTS OF FELLOWSHIP. The pentalpha, or triple tri· 

<!i: Justum et tenacem propositi virum 
Non civium ardor prava. jubentium, 

Non vultus instant~s tyranni 
:Mente quatit solido, neque Auster 

Dux inquieti turbidus .A.drioo : 
Nee fulminantis magna Jo•is manus. 

Si fractus illabatur orbis 
• Impavidum ferient ruinoo. 

[ Hor. lib. iii. od. 3. 
tIt is worthy of notice that., in most languages, .the lvord which is used in 

a direct sense to indicate straightness of course or perpendicularity of position, 
is also employed in a figurative sense to express uprightness of conduct. 
Buch are the Latin "·rectum," whlob signifies at the same time a right line and 
honesty or integrity/ the Greek 'op96) which means strm"ght, standing uprtght, 
a.ttd also eqnitable, jnst, true~· and the Hebrew tsedek, which in a physical 
sense denotes rightnesJJ, straiglt.tlleBs, and in a moral, ·what "is right a11d juat. 
flur own word RIGHT, partakes f this peculiarity, rigltt being not lorong, as 
well as not crooked. 

31 * 
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angle, was among the Pythagoreans the em 1-.>lem of health, be
cause it constituted a figure of five lines and five points; among 
:\Iasons, in the form of a five-pointed star, it has been adopted as 
the symbol of the most sacred principles of their professi0n. 
See Five Points of Fellowship, and Sta1·. 

POINTS, TWELVE GRAND. See Twelve G'rancl Points. 

POINT WITHIN A CIRCLE. This emblem is to be found 
in every well regulated lodge, and is explained as representing
the point, the individual brother, and the c1'nle, the boundary 
line of his duty. But that this was not always its symbolic sig
nification, we may collect from the true history of its connection 
with the phallus of the ancient mysteries. The phallus, as I 
have already shown, under the word, was among the Egyptians 
the symbol of fecundity, expre~sed by the male generative prin
ciple. It was communicated from the rites of Osiris to the reli
gious festivals of Greece. Among the Asiatics the same emblem, 
under the name of lingam, was, in connection with the female 
principle, worshlpped as the symbols of the Great Father and 
1\lother, or producing causes of the human race, after their de
struction by the deluge. On this subject, Captain 'Vilford re
marks "that it was believed in India, that, at the general deluge, 
every thing was involved iu the common destruction, except the 
male and female principles, or organs of generation, which were 
destined to produce a new race, and to re-people the earth when 
the waters had subsided from its surface. The female principle, 
symbolized by the moon, assumed the form of a lunette or cres
Jent; while the male principle, symbolized by the sun, assuming 
the form of the lingam, placed himself erect in the centre of the 
lunette, like the mast of a ship. The two principles, in this 
united form, floated on the surface of the waters during theft!· 
riod of their prevalence on the earth; and thus became the pro
genitors of a new race of men."* Here, then, was the first 

* Asiat. Researches, cit. npud Oliver, Signs and Symbols, 180. 
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outline of the point within a circle, representing the. principle of 
fecundity, and doubtless the symbo_, connected with a different 
history, that, namely, of Osiris, was transmitted by the Indian 
philosophers to Egypt, and to the other nations, who derived, as 
w~ have elsewhere shown, all their rites from the East. 

As an evidence of this, we find the same symbol in the Dnt
idical and Scandinavian rites. The temples of the Druids were 
circular, with a single stone erected in the centre. A Druidical 
monument in Prembrokeshire, called Y Cromlech, is described as 
consisting of several rude stones pitched on end in a circular 
order, and in the midst of the circle a vast stone placed on several 
pillars. Near Keswick, in Cumberland, says Oliver, is another 
specimen of this Druidical symbol. On a hill stands a circle of 
forty stones placed perpendicularly, of about five feet and a half 
in height, and one stone in the centre of greater altitude.* 

Among t.he Scandinavians, the hall of Odin contained twelve 
seats, disposed in the form of a circle for the principal gods, 
with an elevated seat in the centre for Odin. Scandinavian mo
numents of this form are still to be found in Scania, Zealand, and 
Jutland.t 

But it is useless to multiply examples of the prevalence of this 
symbol among the ancients. And now let us apply this knowledge 
to the masonic symbol. 

We have seen that the phallus, and the point within a circle, 
come from the same source, and must have been identical in sig
nification .. But the phallus was the symbol of fecundity, or the 
male generative principle, which by the ancients was supposed to 
be the sun, (they looking to the creature and not to the Creator,) 
because by the sun's heat and light, the earth is made prolific, 
and its productions are brought to maturity. The point within 
the circle was then originally the symbol of the sun, and as the 
liugam of India stood in the centre of the lunette, so it stand~ 
within the centre of the Universe, typified by the circle impreg· 

* Signs and Symbols, 17 4. t Mallet's Northern Antiquities. 



368 POl\1 

nating and vivifying it with 1ts heat. And thus the astronomers 
hn. ve been led to adopt the same figure 0, as their symbol of that 
luminary.* 

The present signification of the point, within the circle, among 
l\Iasons, is doubtless comparatively modern, and has superseded 
the original meaning of this symbol. 

PO:\IEGRANATE. The pomegranate,. as an emblem, was 
known to and highly esteemed by the nations of antiquity. In 
the description of the pillars which stood at the porch of the tem
ple, (see 1 Kings vii. 15,) it is said that the artificer "made two 
chnpiters of molten brass to set upon the tops of the pillars." 
Now the Hebrew word caphtorim, which has been translated 
"chapiters," and for which in Amos ix. 1, the word u lintel" 
has been incorrectly substituted, (though the marginal reading 
corrects the error,) signifies an artificial lm:qe pomegranr:ttt>., or 
globe. t It was customary to place such ornaments upon the tops 
or heads of columns, and in other situations. The skirt of Aaron's 
robe was ordered to be decorated with golden bells and pome
granates, and they were among the ornaments fixed upon the 
golden candelabra. There seems, therefore, to have been attached 
to this fruit some mystic signification, to which it is indebted for 
the veneration thus paid to it. If so, this mystic meaning should 
be traced into spurious Freemasonry ; for there, after all, if there 
be any antiquity in our order, we shall find the parallel of all its 
rites and ceremonies. 

1. The Syrians at Damascus worshipped an idol which they 

te Fellowes, giving an ancient astronomical signification to this symbol, snys 
that the point was Deity, the circle the path of the sun, and the t'vo pa.rallele 
Lhe solstices, beyond which the sun cnnuot pass. 

t Vid. Cumberland Origines Gent. Antiq. tract. II ~ ii. p. 54. 'fhe original 
m·xming is not preserved in tha Septuagint, which has utpal{JCJJT1fp, nor in thu 
Vulgate which uses "sphrerulu.," both meaning siml>ly ua round ball." Bur 
Josephus, in his Antiquities, has kept to tbe literal Hebrew. 
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called llimmon. This was the same idol that was worshipped by 
Nuaman before his conversion, as recorded in the second book of 
Kings. The learned have not been uble to agree as to the nature 
of this idol, whether he was a representation of Helios or the Sun, 
the god of the Phenicians, or of Venus, or according to Grotius, 
in his commentary on the passage in Kings, of Saturn, or what, 
according to Statius, seems more probable, of Jupiter Cassius. 
But 1t is sufficient for our present purpose to know that Ri?m1wn 
is the Hebrew and Syriac for pome.g1·anate. 

2. Cumberland, the learned Bishop of Peterborough, quotes 
Achilles Statius, a converted pagan and Bishop of Alexandria, 
as saying that on l\Iount Cassius, (which Bochart places between 
Canaan and Egypt,) there was a temple wherein Jupiter's image 
held a pomegranate in his hand, which Statius goes ,on to say, 
'·'had a mystical meaning."* Sanconiatho thinks this templt
was built by the descendants of the Cabiri. Cumberland attempts 
to explain this mystery thus: "Agreeably hereunto I guess that 
the pomegranate in the hand of Jupiter or Juno, (because when 
it is opened, it discloses a great number of seeds) signified only, 
that those deities were, being long-lived, the parents of a great 
many children, and families that soon grew into nations which 
they planted in large possessions, when the world was newly 
begun to be peopled, by giving them laws and other useful inven
tions to make their lives comfortable." 

3. Pausanias (Corinthiaca, p. 59) says, he saw not far from 
the ruins of l\iycenre., an image of Juno holding in one hand a 
sceptre, and in the other a pomegranate; but he likewise declines 
assigning any explanation of the emblem, merely declaring that 
it was arroppYJ-ro-r~po~ J.oyo~-" a forbidden mystery." Thaf is, one 
which was forbidden by the Cabiri to be divulged. 

4 . In the festival of the Thesmophoria, observed in honour of the 
goddess Ceres, it was held unlawful for the celebrants (who were 
women to eat the pomegranate. Clemens Alexandrinus assigns 

* Cumberland Orig. Gent, Ant. p. 60. 
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n~ a reason, that it was supposed that this fruit sprang from th~ 
LloO'l of Bacchus. 

The coiucidences in the pagan mysteries with respect to tl1is 
emblem, might, doubtless, be extendE::d still further, but I baYe 
neither time nor opportunity to pursue the research. I am, 
hC'wever, conttmt, if by these few illustrat.ions I have added anothtl.l' 
to t.he ILany a~ready existing proofs of the antiquity as well as the 
beauty, of our beloved order. 

PO~IEL. A round knob; a term applied to the glohes or 
balls on the top of the pillars which stood at the porch of Solo· 
mon's Temple. 

PO~Tili'ES. The Freres Pont1jP$ were a religious and ope
rative community established at Avignon, in-Italy, in lli8. They 
devoted themselves to the construction of stone bridges. They 
existed in the Duchy of Lucca as late as 1590. Their presiding 
officer was styled l\Iagister or l\laster. John de l\Iedicis was 
~laster of the order in 1560. 

POT OF INCENSE. The "sweet smelling savour" of fra
grant herbs, has, among all nations and modes of worship, been 
considered an acceptable offering, in sacrifice to the Deity, as 
an evidence of the desire of the worshipper to honour and please 
the object of hiR adoration. l\lasonry, however, like Christianity, 
instructs us, that the most pleasing incense that can be offel'ed to 
tbe great I Al\I, is the incense of a grateful and pious heart. 
Hence, the pot of incense, with a view to remind us of this trutb J 

has been adopted as an emblem in the third degree. 

POURSUIV A~T. In former times, a messenger who at~ 

tcnd€d upon the king in the army; among l\Iasons, an officer in 
some Grand Lodges, whose principal duty is to announce the 
name~ of visitors. 
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PRA. YER. All the ceremonies of our order are prefaced and 
terminated with prayer, because masonry is a religious institution, 
and because we thereby show our dependence on, and our faith 
and trust in God. 

PRECEDENCY OF LODGES. The precedency of lodges is 
always derived f1·om the date of their 'Varrants of Constitution, 
the oldest lodge ranking as No. 1. 

PRELATE. The fourth officer in a Commandery of Knight 
Templars in this country. His duties are important, and well 
known to all knights. He is seated on the right of the Gene
ralissimo in the East. His jewel is a triple triangle, as the em
blem of Jehovah, and his title is " ~lost Excellent." 

PRIEST RIG H. See High Prt'est. 

PRIMITIVE RITE OF NARBON~E. A rite established 
at Narbonne, in France, in 1780. Most of its degrees were taken 
from the other rites. The rite was philosophical, and assumed, 
as its object, the reformation of intellectual man and his restora
tion to his primitive rank and privileges. 

PRii\IITIVE SCOTCH RITE. Rite ecossctis primitlf A 
rite founded on the rite of Perfection, and established at Namur, 
in Belgium, by a brother l\Iarchot, an advocate at Nivelles. It 
never extended far beyond the walls of the city in which it was 
organized It is still practised in Belgium, and its priucipn1 seat 
is at N amur, in the lodge of "Bonne Ami tie." I t consists of 
thirty-three degrees, as follows : 1, Apprentice; 2, Fellow-Craft; 
3, ~laster; 4, Perfect :;)laster; 5, Irish ~laster; 6, Elect of Xine; 
7, Elect of the Unknown j 8, Elect of Fifteen; 9, Illustrious 
~faster; 10, Perfect Elect; 11, :.\Iinor Architect; 1::?,-Gnmd 
Architect; 13, Sublime Architect; 1±, ~laster in Perfect .Arc hi. 
tec:ture; 15, Royal Art:h; 1G, Prussian knight; 17, Knight of 
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the East; 18, Prince of Jerusalem, 19, L\Iaster of All Lodges; 
20, Knight of the West; 21, Knight of Palestine j 22, Sovereign 
Prince of Rose Croix; 23, Sublime Scotch nia..;;on; 2-!, Knight 
of the Sun; 25, Grand Scotch nlason of St. Andrew; 26, l\laster 
of the Secret; 27, Knight of the Black Eagle; 28, Knight of 
K--H; 29, Grand Elect of Truth; 30, Novice of the Inte-· 
rior; 31, Knight of the Interior; 32, Prefect of the Interior; 33, 
Commander of the Interior. 

PRINCE OF JERUSALE)l. Prince de Jerusalem,. The 
16th degree in the Ancient Scotch rite. The legend of this 
degree is founded on certain incidents which took place during 
the re·building of the second temple, when the ,Jews were so 
much incommoded by the attacks of the Samaritans and other 
neighbouring nations, that an embassy was sent to King Darius 
to implore his favour and protection, which was accordingly 
obtained. 

The meetings of this degree are called councils. The officl)rs of 
a council of Princes of Jerusalem are, a l\Iost Equitable, repre· 
senting Zerubbabel, a Senior and Junior .l\lost Enlightenl)d, a 
Grand Treasurer, and Grand Secretary. 

In the Scotch rite, councils of this degree are invested with 
important privileges. They are styled "Chiefs in Freemasonry," 
and have the control of all the subordinate degrees as far as 
the 15th, or Knights of the East, and all charters for the consti
tution of lodges, chapters, or councils of any of these degrees, 
must emanate from a council of these princes. Yell ow is tlw 
emblematic colour of the degree, and the jewel is a gold medal, 
on which are inscribed a balance, a two-edged sword, .five stars, 
and the letters D and Z. The apron is white, lined and bordered 
with yellow, with a yellow flap, on which is inscribed a balance 
with the same letters that are on tbe jewel.* 

*The first Grand Council of Princes of Jerusalem, in the United States, 
was formed at Charleston, S. C., by three Inspectors, on the 20th February 
!788. 
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PltL\fCE OF LIB1\..t,US. See Kniyht of the Royal Axe. 

PRI~CE OF niEROY. Prince dlt .J.l!ercz". The 26th d~
gree of the Ancient Scotch rite, sometimes called " Scotch Tri· 
nitarian." This is a philosophical degree, whose ceremonies aro 
very impressive. Its meeting is styled a chapter; the chinf 
prince, whose title is " :\lost Excellent," represents l\lvses. Tic 
Senior \Varden represents Aaron, the Junior, Eleazar, and the 
candidate, Joshua. The jewel is a gold equilateral triangle, 
within which is a heart of gold, inscribed with the Hebrew letter 
Ji, one of tbe symbols of the tetrag~ammatou. It is suspended 
from a tri-colo~red ribbon of green, white and red. The apron 
is red, bordered with white fringe, and with a blue flap. On the 
flap is painted the jewel. 

It is a Christian degree, and speaks, in the course of its con· 
stl·uction, of the triple covenant which the Eternal made first 
with Abraham by circumcision; next, with the Israelites in the 
wilderness, by the intermediation of l\Ioses; and lastly, with all 
mankind, by the death and sufferings of Jesus Christ. It is in 
allusion to these three acts of mercy, that the degree deri"Ves its 
two names of Scotch Trinitarian and Prince of :1\Iercy, and not. 
as Ragon supposes, from any reference to the Fathers of 1\Iercy. 
a religious society formerly engaged in the ransoming of Christian 
captives at Algiers. 

PRL,OE OF ROSE CROIX. S01.we1·atn Prince Rose 
Croix. The degree of Rose Croix is one of the most impt>rtant 
and generally diffused of the higher degrees of masonry. It is 
to be found in several of the principal rites, and eYen in those 
iu which it does not e:s:i~t by name, its place is, for the most part, 
supplied by some other whose symbolic allusions do not differ 
materially from it. Thus, although it is not known in the York 
rite, an excellent substitute for it is found in the Royal _\.reb, 
while it constitutes the 18th degree of the Ancient and Ac~pte· l, 

or Scotch rite, the 7th and last of the French rite, and the i7th 
3:.! 
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of the nte of )lisraim. Among Eur<._~ean ~Iasons, where aU 
these ntes are practised, the degree of Rose Croix is consequently 
well known; and even in this country, although its possession 
is circumscribed to those brethren who have made some advance
ment in the Scotch rite, it is so often spoken of, that its name, 
at least, is familiar to almost every nlason of any intelligence, 
and much cw·iosity is often expressed in relation to its history 
and character. 

The degree is known by various names; sometimeJS its posses
sors are called "Sovereign Princes of Rose Croix ;" sometimes 
"Princes of Rose Croix de Heroden ;" and sometimes " Knights 
of the Eagle and l'elican." In relation to its origin, masonic 
writers have made many conflicting statements; some giving it 
a much higher antiquity than others, but all agreeing in suppos
ing it to be one of the earliest, if not the very earliest, of the 
higher degrees. The name has, undoubtedly, been the cause of 
much of this confusion in relation to its history, and the ma
sonic degree of "Rose Croix" has, perhaps, often been con
founded with the cabalistical and alchemical sect of "Rosicru
cians," or "Brothers of th~ Rosy Cross," among whose adepts 
the names of such men as Roger Bacon, Paracelsus, anu Elias 
Ashmole, the celebrated antiquary, are to be found. Notwith
standing the invidious attempts of Baruell, and other foes of ma
sonry, to confound the two orders, there is a great distinction 
between them. E,·en their names, although somewhat similar in 
sound, are totally different in signification. The Rosicrucians, 
who were alchemists, did not derive their name, like the Rose 
Croix :Masons, from the emblems of the rose and cross, for they 
had nothing to do with the rose, but from the Latin 1·os, signify
ing dew, which was supposed to be of all natural bodies the most 
powerful solvent of gold, and crnx , the cross, a chemical hiero· 
glyphic of light. 

Baron Westerode, who wrote in 1 i8-!, in tho" Acta J.Jutomorum;'' 
gives the earliest origin of any masonic writer to the degree of 
Rose Croix. He supposes that it was instituted among the 
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Knights Templar in Palestine, in the year 1188, and ne adds 
that Prince Edward, the son of Henry III., of England, was 
admitted into the order by Raymond Lulle, in 1196. 'Vesterode 
names Ormesius, an Egyptian priest, who had been con-verted to 
Christianity, as its founder. 

Others have attributed the origin of this degree to a learned 
and pious monk, John Valentine Andrere, Abbot of Adelberg, 
who died in 1564, and among whose writings are to be found 
several treatises which relate to this subject.* Ragon says of 
Andrere, that, profoundly grieved at seeing the principles of the 
Christian religion forgotten in vain disputes, and science made 
subservient to the pride of man, instead of contributing to his 
happiness, he passed his days in devising what he supposed to be 
the most appropriate means of restoring each to its legitimate 
moral and benevolent tendency. It may be that with this view 
the eminently Christian degree of Rose Croix was inYented by 
him. But notwithstanding the authority of Ragon, sustained as 
it is by that of Nicol-ai in his work on the "Crimes imputed to 
the Templars," we are inclined t-o suspect that the labours and 
the writings of the .. A.bbot of Adelberg referred rather to the Rosi· 
crucian alchemists, than to the Rose Croix :Masons. 

Other authors have supposed that they could find the origin of 
the Rose Croix, or at least of its emblems, in a book published 
in 1601, by Jacobus Typotus, the historiographer to Rhodolph 
the Second. The book of Typotus, on which rests any claims 
which may be made to his paternity of the Rose Croix degree, is 
entitled " Symbola. d·z"vina et hwnana pontfficum, imperatormn, 
rcg'wrn," and it is in that part of it which is devoted to the 
"symbol of the holy cross," that the allusions are found \Vhich 
seem to indicate the author's knowledge of this degree. Ragon, 
however, who appears to have seen the work, utterly refutes the 
idea of any connection between the emblems of Typotus and 
those of the Rose Croix. 

*Two especially, one entitled "J~tdicorum de f ltcrnitate R. C. Chaos," 
~nd the other tt Noces chemiq"cs de Rozen-Orutz." 
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ClaYel, with his u:-ual boh!nes~ of asse1'tion, which is too often 
mdcprndent of facts, declares t hut the degree was invented by 
the J rsuits for the purpose of couutermiuing the insidious at
tacks of the free-thinkers upon the Horuan Catholic religion, but 
that the philosophers parried the attempt by seizing upon the 
degree and giving to all its symbols an astronomical signification. 
Clavel's opinion is probably derived from one of those sweeping 
charges of Professor Robison, in which that systematic enemy of 
our institution declares, that about the beginning of the eigh· 
teenth centm·y, the Jesuits interfered considerably with masonry, 
"insinuating themselves into the lodges, a·nd contributing to in
crease that religious mysticism that is to be obserYed in all the 
ceremonies of the order."* But there is no better evidence than 
these mere vague assertions, of the connection of the J esuits 
with the Rose Croix degree. 

Oliver says that the earliest notice that he finds of this degree, i; 
in a publication of 1613, entitled H La Reformation uni\erselle 
du monde entier avec la fama fraternitatis de l' Ordre respectable 
de la Rose Croix." But he adds, that "it was lmown much 
sooner, although not probably as a degree in masonry; for it ex
isted as a cabalistic science from the earliest times in Egypt, 
Greece, and Rome, as well as among the Jews and .Moors in times 
more recent."t 

Oliver, however, undoubtedly, in the latter part cf this para
graph, confounds the masonic Rose Croix with the alchemical 
i-tosicrucians, and the former is singularly inconsistent with the 
details that he gives in another part of his writings respecting an 
order to which we are now about to allude, and which it seems 
probable to us had as much as any other, to do with the institu
tion of the degree in question. 

There is a tradition among the :Jlasons of Scotland, that after 
the dissolution of the Templnrs, many o' the knights repaired to 

* P::-nofs of a Conspiracy, p. 21. 
t Oli,·er's Landmarks. vol. ii. p. 81, n. 35. 
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~cotland, and placed themselves under tle protection of Robrrt 
Bruce j and that, after the battle of Bannockburn, which to.,k 
place on St. John the Baptist's day, in the year 1314, this 
monarch instituted the Royal Order of Herodom and Knight of 
the Rosy Cross, and established the chief seat of the order at 
Kil winning. From that order, it seems to us by no means im
probable that the present degree of Rose Croix de Heroden may 
have taken its origin. In two respects, at least, there seems to 
be a very close connection between the two systems: they both 
claim the kingdom of Scotland and the Abbey of Kilwinniug as 

having been at one time their chief scat of government, and 
tbey both seem to have been instituted to give a Christian expla
nation to Ancient Craft ~Iasonry. There is, besides, a similarity 
in the names of the degrees of" Rose Croix de Heroden," and 
" Hcrodom and Ro::y Cross," amounting almost to an identity, 
which appears to indicate a very intimate relation of one to the 
other. 

The subject, however, is in a state of inextricable confusion; 
ai).d I confess that, after all my researches, I am still unable dis
tinctly to point to the period when, and to the place where, the 
present degree of Rose Croix received its organization as a ma
sonic grade. 

No matter, however, where precisely it received its origin, nor 
who has the honour of having been its inventor, it is at least 
certain tbat the degree of Rose Croix is to be placed among the 
most ancient of the higher · degrees of masonry; and that this 
antiquity, in connection with the importance of its design and 
the solemnity of its ritual, has given to it a universality in the 
mas0nic world, iuferior only to the degrees of Ancient Craft 
~Iasonry. It is to be found, as I ha-ve already said, in nearly a1i 
the rites, under some nnme and in· some modification, and lD 

many of them it is placed at the gummit of the ritual. 
In the Ancieut and Aeccpted Scotch rite, whence nearlj d& 

the Ros~ Croix .)lasons of this country haxe derived the degree. 
it is placed as the eie;ht(\enth on the list. Some ilea of the im· 

32•* 
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portanc9 of the degree may be obtained from a brief uetail of the 
pn·paratory ceremonies which are necessary to be performed by 
all candidates who make application for it. 

Tue ceremonies and history of a chapter of Rose Croix, are 
of f'UCh a natUl'C as to render it impossible to give any account of 
them here. The presiding officer is called "EYer l\Iost Perfcc:t 
So,·creign," and the two \V ar_dens are styled "l\Iost Ex:cellcnt 
and Perfect Brothers." The annual feast of the order is on 
Shrove Tuesday, and must be celebrated by eYery member 
There are fixe other obligatory days of meeting, viz. Ascension 
day; St. John the Baptist's day, Pentecost; St. John the Evan
gelist's day; Tuesday after Easter; and All Saints' day. 

The degree is conferred in a body called a "Chapter of the 
Sovereign Princes of ·Rose Croix," which derives its authority 
immediately from the Supreme Council of the Thirty-third, aud 
which confers with it., only one other and inferior degree, that 
Jf "KHights of the East and \Yest." The aspirant foa· the de
gree of Rose Croix, who must, of course, haYe recei,-ed all the 
preparatory degrees, applies at the door of the chapter with a 
petition for admission; and if his prayer be granted, the time 
and place of his reception arc made known to him, when he re
tires to return on the appointed day. 

On his second application, before admission, he is called upon 
to make the following engagements: 1, That he will never reYeal 
the place where l1e was received, nor the names of those who 
were present at his reception; 2_, That he will conform to all the 
ordinances of the chapter, and keep himself uniformly clothed 
as far as he is able; 3, That he will acknowledge his mm.ter at 
all times and in all places, aud never confer this degree without 
permission from proper authority, as well as answer for the pro
bity and respectability of those whom he may thereafter propose; 
4, That he w111 be extremely cautious in granting the degree, so 
that it may not be unnecessarily multiplied. 

'fht're are two kinds of aprons. The first, or mourning npron, 
is white bordered with black; on the flap are a skull and cross-
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bones between three reel roses; on the apron is a globe surrounded 
by a serpent, and above the letter J. The second apron, used 
on festive occasions, is red, lined and bordered with the sarue; 
on it a triple triangle of gold, with three squares within three 
circlt3, and a J in the centre; above these the compasses extended, 
one point resting on the triangle, the other on the Circles. This 
is tbe apron of the Scotch rite. The first apron in the Frenc-h 
rite is black with a red cross. The second is white, bordered 
with red, .and inscribed with the jewel of the degree. The col
lar is red, with the eagle of the degree embroidered on it. 

1'be jewel of the Rose Croix is a golden compass, extended 
on an arc to the sjxteenth part of a circle or twenty-two and a 
half degrees. The head of the compass is surmounted by a 
trjple crown, consisting of three series of points, arranged by 
three, five, and se\'"en. Between tbe legs of the compass is a 
cross resting on the arc of the circle; its centre is occupied by 
a full blown rose, whose stem twines around the lower limb of 
the cross; at the foot of the cross, on the same side on which 
the rose is exhibited, is the figure of a pelican wounding its breast 
to feed its young, which are in a nest surrounding it, while on 
the other side of the jewel is the figure of an eagle with wiugs 
displayed. On the arc of the circle, the P . ·. 'V. ·. of the degree 
is engraved in the cipher of the order. 

In this jewel are included the most important symbols of the 
degree. The cross, the rose, the pelican, and the eagle, are all 
important symbols, the explanation of which will go far to a 
comprehension of what is the true design of the Rose Croix 
orde1· 

Of th ~se emblems the eagle is perhaps the least important, 
and its application the most difficult to explain. The symbol, 
however, is of great antiquity. In Egypt, Greece, and Persia, 
this bird was sacred to the sun. Among the pagans it was an 
emblem of Jupiter, and with the Druids it was a symbol of their 
supreme God. In the Scriptures a distinguished reference is 
in many instances made to the eagle; especially do we find )loges 
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l'epresenting Jehovah as saying, in allust. n to the belief thJ.t th1s 
bird assists its feeble young in their flight, by bearing tl1em upon 
its own pinions,-'' Ye have seen what I did to the Egyptians, 
and how I bore you on eagles' wings and brought you unto my

sel£"* Hence the eagle in the Rose Croix is very appositely 
selected as a syrn bol of Christ in his divine character, bearing 
the children of his adoption on his wings, teaching them with 
unequalled love and tenderness to poise th( ir unfledged wings 
and soar from the dull corruptions of earth to a higher and holier 
sphere. And for this reason the eagle in the jewel is very signi· 
ficant1y represented as having the wings displayed as if in the 
very act of flight. 

The same allusion to Christ, but still more significantly, is 
found in the pr·lican feeding its young, which occupies the other 
side of the jewel. As this bird was formerly supposed to wound 
its own breast that it might with its blood feed its young, so has 
it been adopted as an emblem of the Saviour who shed his blood 
for the salvation of the human race. The pelican, therefore, on 
the jewel of the Rose Croix, is a fitting symbol of Christ in his 
mediatorial character. Ragont says that in the hieroglyphic 
monuments the eagle was the symbol of a wise man, unci the 
pelican of a benevolent one; and, therefore, he thinks that the 
eagle and pelican of the Rose Croix are intended to symbolize 
perfect wisdom and perfect charity. But this explanation apply
ing these attributes to Christ, is not at all inconsistent with the 
one we have advanced. 

It is scarcely necessary to speak of the cmss as a Christian 
emblem. Although it is an ancient syrubol of eternal life, and 
is to be found in use even among the Egyptians with that signi
fication, long before the days of .l\Ioses, yet since the crucifixion 
it has been peculiarly adopted as an emblem of Him who suffered 
on it. In this restricted seuse, then, and not in that more gene
ral one of immortality, in whic:h it is used in other parts of rna 

* Exodus xix. 4. t Cours des Initiation~. 
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c.oory, is the cross adopted as one of tl e emblems of the Rose 
0roix degree. 

The 1·ose, in ancient mythology, was consecrated to Harpo
.::rates, the god of silence; and in the mysteries ·the hierophant 
wore a crown of roses. Hence this flower was considered a~ the 
Nublem of silence and secrecy; and when any thing was intended 
tv be kept secret, it was said to be delivered sub rosa, or " under 
the rose." 

Ragon, in explaining the jewel of the Rose Croix, says that 
as the cross was in Egypt an emblem of immortality, and the 
rose of secrecy, the rose followed by the cross was the simplest 
mode of writing "the secret of immortality." But he subse
quently gives a different explanation, namely, that, as the rose 
was the emblem of the female principle, and the cross or triple 
phallus of the male, the two together, like the Indian lingam, 
symbolized universal generation. But Ragon, who has adopted 
the theory of the astronomical origin of Freemasonry, like all 
theorists, often carries his speculations on this subject to an ex
treme point. A simpler allusion will better suit the character of 
the degree, and be more in accordance with what we have already 
said of its other symbols. 

The rose is, in many places of Scripture, applied as a figura
tive appellation of Christ. This is familiar to all readers; thus 
in the Book of Canticles he is called "the rose of Sharon." The 
cross, of course, alludes, as we have already shown, to his death; 
the rose on the cross, is therefore an emblem of the death of the 
Saviour for the sins of mankind. 

From this brief review of the symbols of the Rose Croix, it 
will be evident that it is, in the strictest sense, a Christian de .. 
gree.* This must, of cotuse, mark it as one of comparatively 

;t: The documents of this degree always commence with these words: u In 
the name of the Holy nnd Undivided Trinity," and end ~ith the salutation, 
11 In the peaceful union of the sacred numbers." The members place R. ·. 1 
nt the end of their names. 
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modern originJ because all the ancient degrees are of univer~al 
application as to religion. The Rose Croix is, mdeP.d, an 
attempt to christianize Freemasonry; to apply the ntes, and 
symbols, and traditions of Ancient Craft. l\Iasonry to the last and 
greatest dispensation; to add to the first temple of Solomon and 
the s~cond of Zerubbabel, a third, that to which Christ a1ludcd 
when he said, "Destroy this temple, and in three days will I 
raise it up." The great discovery which was made in the Royal 
Arch, ceases to be of value in this degree; for it, another is sub
stituted of more christian application; the Wisdom) Strength, 
and Beauty, which supported the ancient temple, are replaced by 
the Christian pillars of Faith, Hope, and Charity; the great 
lights, of course, remain, because they are of the very essence 
of masonry; but the three lesser give way to the thirty-three, 
which allude to the years of the Messjah's sojourning on earth 
Every thing, in short, about the degree, is Christian. 

Viewed, then, in this light, as a modern invention, and as 
forming no part of Ancient Freemasonry, we cannot fail to 
admire it as an ingenious and beautiful adaptation of a universal 
system to a more contracted principle-and as a pardonable, if 
not indeed a praiseworthy attempt to apply the sublime princi
ples of our all-tolerant order to the illustration of that last and 
most perfect dispensation under which we are now living. 

PRINCE OF THE ROYAL SECRET. See SuUlirne 
Prince of the Royal Secret. 

PRINCE OF THE TABERNACLE. Prince dlt Tabernacle. 
The 24th degree of the Ancient Scotch rite. This degree is in
tended to illustrate the directions given for the building of the 
tabernacle, the particulars of which are recorded in the twenty
fifth chapter of Exodus. The lodge is called a Hierarchy, and 
its officers are a !\lost Powerful Chief Prince, representing l\Ioses., 
nnd three Wardens, whose style is Powerful, and who rcspC;ctively 
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represent Aaron, 'Bezaleel, he son of Uri, and Aholiab, the svn of 
Ahisamach. * 

The jewel is the letter A, in gold, suspend~d from a broad 
crimson ribbon. The apron is white, lined with scarlet and 
bordered with green. The flap is sky blue. On the apron is 
depicted a representation of the tabernacle.. 

PRINCIPAL OFFICERS. The Worshipful :Master and 
the two Wardens are styled the three principal officers of the 
lodge. 

PRINCIPALS. The officers of a Royal Arch Chapter, known 
in America as the High Priest, King, and Scribe, ars in English 
Chapters called First, Second, and Third Principals. 

PRINCIPAL SOJOURNER. An officer in a Royal Arch 
Chapter, whose duties are similar to those of a Senior Deacon in 
a symbolic lodge. . 

The Hebre~ word iJ, ge'l·, which we translate a sojourner, 
signifies a man living out of his own country, and is used in this 
sense throughout the Old Testament. The children of Israel 
were, therefore, during the captivity, sojourners in Babylon, and 
the person who is represented by this officer, performed, as the 
incidents of the degree relate, an important part in the restora
•-ion of the Israelites to JertLSalem. He was the spokesman and 
leader of a party of three sojourners, and is, therefore, emphati
cally called the chief, or principa. sojourner. 

PRIORY. The body of Knights Templar which, in this 
country, is called a Commandery, in Scotland, under the re
vised statues of the order, is styled a Priory. The presiding 
officer of a Priory is called a Prior; he is, therefore, equivaleut 
to our Grand Commander. The organization of the Templars in 

* Levit. xxY. 23; 1 Cbron. xxix. 15; Ps. x:s:xix. 12. 
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Scotland, is ve1·y different from that which e.xi.,ts in America. 
For a brief account of it, see Scotland, Km!Jhts Templar of. 

PROCESSIOXS. Processions, in masonry, are entirely un 
ucr the charge of the Grand Lodge. No subordinate lodge has 
a right to appear in public, on any occasion, without the consent 
and approbation of the Grand Lodge, or of its representative, 
the Grand Master.* The object of this salutary regulation is, 
that the reputation of the order shall not suffer by the ill-timed 
or injudiciou::; appearance of the brethren, when any small num
ber of them, inspired by a love of display or other unworthy or 
unwise motives, might choose to exhibit themselves, and the 
jewels and ornaments of the order, to the public gaze. }'or, on 
such an occasion, not the lodge alone, but the whole fralemity 
suffers; for the world is unable to IDLlke the distinction, and they 
often heedlessly and unjustly condemn the craft, in genera], for 
the errors or transgressions of an individual brother, or of a 
Bingle lodge. To avoiJ, therefore, any occasion of gi-ringscandal, 
the Grand Lodge, which is cou"!posed of experienced Past 
1\Iasters, has wisely reserved to itself the right of al'pointing the 
time when, the place where, and the manner in which, puLlic 
di~plays of the order may take place. 

·when, however, this consent has been obtained, if a single 
lodge walks in procession, the .Jiaster occupies the place uf pre
cedence, anJ may have the Bible, Square and Compasses, carried 
on a blue velvet cushion, borne before him. If two or more 
lodges are present., the l\laster of the oldest lodge presides. If 
a past or present Grand 1\Iaster, or Deputy Grand 31aster, or the 
Orand \Vardens, join the proces:;ion of a subordinate lodge, 
proper attention is to be paid to them. Their place in the pro
cession is immediately after the l\laster of the lodg·e. A Grand 

~This rule is, hon·ever, dispensed with, in the ca.so of uHt:wuic funcmls, in 
places distant from the seat of the Grand Lodge, or res: ieuc-e of the Gru.nd 
Master. 
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\Varden must be supplied with two Dtacons. When a Grand 
)Juster or Deputy Grand ~laster is present, the Book of Consti
tutions must be borne before him. But unless the Grand or 
Deputy Grand l\Iaster is present, the B ook of Constitutions cun 
never be carried in a procession of a private lodge. 

The brethren in a .i\Iasonic procession always wa1k two and 
two. They should be dressed in proper masonic costume, which 
is a suit of black, with shoes and white stockings, white gloves, 
and white leathe1· aprons. Silk or satin aprons constitute no 
part of a .l\Iason's dress. The apron must be of lamb's skin. 

PROFICIENCY. One of the requisite qualifications for ad
vancement to a higher degree is, suitable proficiency in the pre
ceding. Unfortunately, this qualification is not always sufficiently 
ifisisted ~n. Formerly there was a regulation, requiring that the 
candidate who desired to be passed or raised, should be exalllined 
in open lodge on his proficiency in the preceding degree. This 
salutary regulation is even now a<.lhered to, by some lodges who 
look rather to the quality than to the quantity of their members, 
and who think that a iodge had better consist of a few skilful, 
than many ignorant members. Some Grand Lodges, viewing 
the necessity of due proficiency in its proper light, have strength
ened the ancient regulation by express rules. 

The pmficiency of ojjice1·s is also an important requisite. Ko 
brother should accept office in a lodge, unless fully qualified t{\ 
perform its duties. An ignorant ~laster, and unskilful Wardens .. 
reflect discredit not only on their own lodge, but by their incapa
city to explain the peculiar tenets of the order, on the whole fra
ternity. In February, 18!4, the Grand J.~odge of Irclant~ 

aJ.opted, ou this subjec:t, resolutions declaring, that no brother 
should be considered eligible for or admis~ible to the office of .._ 

.Jmiior or Senior Deacon, until hy strict examination in open 
lodge, he shall haYe proYed himself able to administer the mp
teries of initiation to a cancliJ.ate in the first degree; nor for the 
office of Junior or Senior \Y u.rdcn, uutil, by a like examination, 

:-!8 
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he has proved that he js able to pass a candidate to the second 
tlegree; nor for the office of 11Iaster, until he baH proven his abi
lity to enter, pass and raise, a. candidate through the three de
grees. 

A regulation of this kind ought to be adopted by every 
n rand Lodge in the universe. 

PROVINCIAL GRAND MASTER. An officer under the 
thand Lodge of England, the appointment of whom is invested 
in the Grand .Master. He presides over a province as its Grand 
l\laster, and is empowered to constitute lodges within its juris
diction. He is, however, enjoined to correspond with the 
Grand Lodge, and to transmit, at lenst. yearly, an account of his 
pro<:eedings. The office was first established in 1726, "when 
the increase of the craftsmen, and their travelling into distant 
parts, ai1d concerning themselves in lodges, required an imme
diate head, to whom they might apply in all cases where it was 
not possible to wait the decision of the Grand Lodge."* 

PROVOST AND JUDGE. Prevot et .Juge. The 7th de
gree of the Ancient Scotch rite. The history of the degree re
lates, that it was founded by Solomon K. of I. for the purpol)e 
of strengthening his means of preserving order among the vast 
number of craftsmen engaged in the construction of the temple. 
Tito, Prince Harodim, Adon1ram, and Abda his father, were 
first created Provost~ and Judges, who were afterwards directed 
by Solomon t.o initiate his favourite and intimate secretary, Joa.
bert, and to give him the keys of all the building. The .)laster 
of a Lodge of Provosts and Judges represents Tito, Prince 
Harodim, the first Grand Warden and Inspector of the three 
hundred architects. The number of lights is six, and the sym
bolic colour is red. 

The jewel is a golden key, having the letter A within a tri-

*Anderson. Const.. p. 340. 
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aui-!:le, engraved on the ward. The collar is reJ. Tne apron 1s 

white, lined with red, and is furnished with a pocket. 

PROXY The representative of a lodge in the Grand 
Lodge. Every lodge is entitled to be represented by its l\faster 
and VI ardcns. But when a lodge is too far distant from the 
scat of the Grand Lodge for those officers conveniently to attend, 
it may depute one or more Past Masters, under the seal of the 
lodge and the signature of the Worshipful Master and Secretary, 
to represent it in the Grand Lodge. A proxy has all the power 
that the Master and Wardens would have, if present. He may 
vote to the best of his judgment for the interest of the lodge, 
ami the honour of the craft, unless instructed by the lodge, in 
which case he is bound to obey the expressed will of the lodge 
which he represents. It is not necessary that a proxy should be 
a member of the lodge which has appointed him. On the con
trary, he generally is not. 

PRUDENCE. One of the four cardinal virtues, the practice 
I 

of which is inculcated upon the Entered Apprentice. Prudence, 
which, in all men, is a virtue highiy to be commended, as teach
ing them to live agreeably to the dictates of reason, and preserv
ing to them by its cautious precepts the realities of temporal 
welfare, and the hopes of eternal happiness, is to the Mason ab
solutely necessary, that being governed by it, he may carefully 
avoid the least occasion, by sign or word, of communicating to 
the profane those important secrets which should be carefully 
locked up only in the repository of faithful breasts. Hence is 
this virtue, in the lecture of the first degree, intimately connected 
with, and pointedly referred to, a most important part of our cf' 
remonies of initiation. 

PURPLE. The colour of one of the veils in the tabernacle, 
and the emblematic colour of the three int<: rmediate degrees be
tween the Master :Mason and the Royal Arch. Purple, in Hoy a I 
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Arch Masonry, is the emblem of union, because it is produced 
by the combination of Uue, which is the characteristic colour of 
the symoolic degrees, and scarlet, which is that of the Royal Arch 
degree. It reminds the wearer, therefore, to cultivate between 
these different members of the masonic family, a spirit of union 
and harmony. 

PYTHAGORAS. :Masons, looking to the purit.y of the prin
ciples inculcated in the school of this Grecian sage, to the peculiar 
character of the ceremonies with which he clothed and concealc•l 
his doctrines, and to the gt·eat respect which he paid to the sci
ence of geometry, have delighted to hail him as an "ancient 
brother;" and there is no doubt that his mysteries1 improved by 
his long experience, chastened by his own virtuous character, and 
enlm·gcd by his extensive researches into the systems of other 
countries, ''were the most perfect approximation to the original 
science of f reemasonry which could be accomplished by a heathen 
philosopher, bereft of the aid of revelation."* 

Pythagoras was born at Samos, about five hundred and sixty
eight years before the Christian era. Having at an early age 
distinguished himself in the Olympic games, and obtained the 
prize for wrestling, he began his travels in pursuit of knowledge; 
retiring into the East, he visited Chaldea and Egypt, the seats 
of learning and philosophy, and gaining the confidence of the 
priests, he obtained from them a knowledge of their mysteries 
and their symbolic writings. He is said to have been instructed 
in the sacred things of the Hebrews by the prophet Ezekiel. t 

Upon his return to Europe, he settled at the town of Crotona, 
in Magna Grecia, where he established the school which after
wards rendered him so illustrious as a teacher of philosophy. 

*' Oliver, Init. 123. 
t Some say by Daniel. He met the Jews at Babylon, where he visited tluriop 

the capthrity, smd OliYer says, '''vas initiated into the Jewish ~ystem of Fret~• 
masonry." J.m, ,bnarh, vol. ii. p. 412. 
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Bis instruction, like that of all the ancient philosophers, was 
af two kiuds, exoteric or public, ancl esoteric or private. ~ro the 
iormet·, all persons, indiscrimina,tely, were admitted, but none but 
pupils, selected by himself for their virtue and capacity, were 
perwitted to enjoy the benefits of the latter. 

To be received as a novice in the school of Pythagoras, was no 
easy task. The most rigid examination was made into the cha
racter of the candidate. If he was accepted, he deposited his 
property in the common fund of the soe:iety, nncl commenced his 
probation, which was of an exceedingly severe description. The 
novitiate lasted five years, during which period the aspirant was 
enjojned to be abstinent in food, and to preserve an uninterrupted 
silence. If he succeeded in obeying these instructions, he was 
permitted to aspire to the degrees, which were three in number, 
the Acousmatici, the Mathematici, and the Pythagoreans, in the 
last of which he was clothed in a white garment and fully in
structed in the secret doctrine. 

Pythagoras was, perhaps, the most virtuous, and taught the 
purest doctrines of all the heathen philosophers. The school 
which he established was distinguished for the piety as well as 
the attainments of his disciples. They were animated only by a 
reverence for the deity, and a love for their fellow-beings. Their 
respect for the Divine Being was such, that they never pronounced 
his name in their oaths,* and their brotherly love was such, that 
they were accustomed to adopt the noble sentim.ent "my friend is 
my other self."t 

Silence and secrecy were the first lessons taught by Pythagoras 
to his disciples. The five years novitiate of the candidate was 
passed in total silence, during which he learneJ to repres~ hi~ 
curiosity; and to employ his thoughts on God. When admittetl 
to the fellowship of the society, an oath of secrecy was propounded 
t.o him on the sacred tetractys. 

* JambUcbus, Vit. Pythag. c. 33. 
t Porpb. Vit. Pythng. 

33* 
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Implicit obedience was another lesson prescribed to the Py. 
thagoreans. AuT'o~ e~YJ, '' he, t ~e master, has said it," was con· 
sidercd as the most sufficient of reasons in all questions of 
propriety. 

The institutions of Pythagoras resembled the masonic in othH 
respects besides its principles. His assemblies were arrang<:J 
due east and west, because, he said, that motion began in the 
east and proceeded to the west. He had adopted a system of signs, 
whereby his disciples, dispersed though various countries, made 
themselves known to each other at fu·st sight, and became as 
familiar at the first interview, as if they had been acquainted from 
their birth. And so closely, says Jamblichus, were their interests 
united, that many of them passed over seas and risked their fortune 
to re-establish that of one of their brethren who had fallen into 
distress. 

J amblichus relates the following incident, which is in evidence 
both of their brotherly love and of their means of mutual recog
nition. A Pythagorean travelling in a distant country, fell sick 
and died at a public inn. Previous, however, to his death, being 
unable to compensate the landlord for the kindness and 'l.ttention 
with which he had been treated, he directed a tablet, on wl1ich he 
had traced some enigmatical characters, to be exposed on the 
public road. Some time nfter, another disciple of Pythagoras 
passed that ".;ay, percei,.-ed the tablet, < l')d being informed by its 
enigmatical characters that a brother had been there sick and in 
distress, and that be had been treated with kindness, he stopped 
and reimbursed the inn-keeper for his trouble and expense.* 

The symbols adopted by Pythagoras in his secret instruction, 
were principally derived from geometry. A notice of a few of 
them may be interesting. 

The 1·igltt angle was an emblem of morality and justice. 
The equilateral triangle, was a symbol of God, the essence of 

Light and Truth The squa·re, like the tetractys, referred to the 

·:!< Jamblichus, 11t supra. 
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Divine mind. The cube was the symbol of the mind of man, 
after it had been purified by piety and acts of devotiou, and thus 
prepared for mingling with the celestial gods. The po£nt ~oitl/Jn 

a, ci-rcle, and the dodecahedron or figure of twelve sides, were 
symbols of the universe. The triple tr£angle was :m emblem of 
health, and the letter Y a representation of the course of human 
lite, in which there are two diverging paths, the one of virtue, 
leading to happiness; and the other of vice, conducting to misery. 

Among the doctrines peculiar to the Bchool of Pythagoras, 
was that of the metempsychosis, 01' the transmigration of souls, 
which he derived during his travels from the Brahmins of India 
He forbade the eating of flesh, and the offering of animals ir; 
sacrifice. He taught tbat the universe wa.s created out of the 
passive principle of matter, by the Divine Being, who was its 
mover and source, and out of whose substance the souls of men 
were formed. He believed in the universal influence of numbers. , 
which he supposed to be the controlling principle of all things. 
He perceived in the human mind, not only propensities to vice 
and passion, but the better seeds of virtue. These he sought to 
cultivate and cherish by labour, study, and abstinence of life. 
In short, he appea.rs to have extracted from the various sects of 

· heathen philosophy, all that was good, and to have rejected all 
that was bad, forming thereby an eclectic system which ap
proached nearer to light and truth, than any that had ever, before 
his day, emanated from the unassisted wisdom of man. 

Q. 

QUAI.JIFICATIONS OF CANDIDATES. The pre-requ1·· 
aite qualification of candidates for admission into the mysterie~ 
of Freemasonry, are of three kinds-mental, moral, and physwnl 
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The mental qualifications are, that the car didatc slwll Le <1 

man of sane mind j that is, neither a fool, an idiot, nor a mad
man; but one responsible for his actions, and competent to utt
derstand the obligations, to comprehend the instructions, and to 
pcrfo1·m the duties of a :\Iason. The mental qualifications refer 
to the security of the order. 

The moral qualifications are, that he shall be no "irreligious 
libertine," but an obeyer of the moral law. That is, he must be 
d1tuous in his conduct and reputable in his character, lest the 
dignity aud honour of the institution suffer by the admission of 
unworthy persons. Neither must he be an atheist, but an bum
ble believer in the wisdom~ power, and goodness of God, a belief 
whi<.:h constitutes the religious creed of Freemasonry, and wl1ich 
is essentially necessary to a )Jason as a. check upon vice and a 
stimulus to Yirtue. Another important moral qualification is, 
that the candidate must come of his " own free will and accord." 
Masonry docs not d<'light in proselytism. Though our portals 
are open to all who are wo1thy, yet we are unwilling that any 
should unite with us, except they be persuaded to tlte act by 
their uninfluenced convictions of the beauty and utility of our 
institution. The moral qualifications refer to the 1'especta/;ilil!J 
of the order. 

The physical qualifications are, th~t the candidate slmll be 
twenty-one years old or more, free born and no bondsman, of 
able body, aud "of limbs whole as a man ought to be." 

This is one of the oldest regulations of our ancient craft.. It 
arises from the originally operative nature of our institution. 
'Vhatever objections some ultra liberal brethren may make to 
the uncharitable nature of a law which excludes a virtuous man 
from our fellowship, because he has been unfortunate enough to 
lo.3e a leg or an arm, we han no right to discuss the quc:::tion. 
The regulation constitutes one of the many pcculim·itirs t l1at 

distinguish our society from all others; its existence continue~ t:1 

connect the present speculative with the former operatiYe dw
racter of the institution; it is an important patt of our history; 
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anu is, in short, by universal consent, one of the landmarks of 
the order. It can never, therefore, be changed. The physical 
qualifications r~;fer to the 'utUity of the order. 

The mo~t aucient charges in which these regulations are to be 
found, are those wl1i~h were collected from the old records, and 
ordered to be printed by the Grand Lodge of England, 1722; 
and the manuscript charges in the possession of the Lodge of 
Antiquity, London. As they are brief, but important, I may be 
excused for inserting them here. 

" A l\lason is obliged, by his tenure, to obey the moral 1aw j 
and if he Tightly understands the art, he will never be a stupiu 
at heist nor an irreligious libertine."* 

"No master shouid tak€ an apprentice, unless he has suffi
cient employment for him, and unless he be a perfect youth, 
having no maim or defect in his body, that may render him in
capable of learning the art, of serving his master's lord, and of 
being made a brother, and then a Fellow-Craft in due time, e\"en 
after he has served such a term of years as the custom of the 
country directs: and that he should be descended of honest pa
rents j that so, when otherwise qualified, he may arrive to the 
honour of being the \Varden, and then the 1\laster of the lodge, 
the Grand "'\Varden, and, at length, the Grand l\Iaster of all the 
lodges, according to his merit."t 

"Thirdly, that he that be made, be able in all degrees; that 
is, free born, of good kindred, true, and no bonds~an, and that 
he have his right limbs as a man ought to have."t 

In the Constitution, published unde1~ the sanction of the 
Grand Lodge of 1\laryland, by Brother Samuel Cole, the physical 
disabilities are set forth still more minutely, with an assignment 
of what is probably the true reason for their existence. They 
Fay, "no person is capable of becoming a member, unless he is 

'* Old Cha.rges, Sect. 1 .-See Anderson, Con~titution::. 

t Ibm. Sect. 4. 
t MS. in Lodge of Antiq. See Preston, 273. Notu. 
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free born, of mature and cli~trl et age; of good report ; of ~uffi 
cieut natural endowments, and the senses of a man j with an es 
tate, office, trade, occupation, or some visible ,vay of acquiring 
au hone:-;t livelihood, aud of working in hi::; craft, as becomes tl~<! 

members of this mo::>t ancient and honourable fraternity, wLu 
ought not only to earn what is sufficient for themselves and fatui
lie:s, but Jikewisc something to spare for works of charity, aud 
supporting the true dignity of the royal craft. Every person 
de~iring admission, nmst also be upnf;ht 1.·n body, not deformed 

or dismembered at the time of making; but of hale and entire 
limb;;, as a man ought to be."* 

In an able report made by Bro. W. S. Rockwell, Deputy 
Grand ~laster, to the Grand Lodge of Georgia, he traces the ex
istence of the law prohibiting the initiation of maimed candi
dates, to that early period of Egyptian history, in which a per·· 
sonal defect would exclude from the priesthood-a law which is 
again to be found in the l\Iosaic ritual7 from which the masonic 
institution is more immediately derived. Looking to the sym
bolic character of speculative masonry as referring to the mate
rial temple for its architype, he explains the 11resent existence of 
the law in the following language, witl1 the sentiments of which 
I cordially concur. 

"It was eminently proper that a temple erected for the wor:)hif 
of the GoD OF TRUTH: the unchangeable I A~I, should be con
structed of white stones, perfect stones, the univer~ally recog
nised symbols of this, his great and constant attribute. The 
symbolic relation of each member of his order to its mystic 
temple forbids the idea that its constituent portions, its living 
stones, should be less perfect, or less a type of their great ori
ginal, than the inanimate material which formed the earthly 
dwelling place of the God of their adoration." 

QUESTIONS OF HE:NRY VI. This is a document which 

fl See Cole, Freemas. Lib. p. 69. Constitutions, Ch. 1, Sect. 4. 
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has be8n so often printed in various masonic publications as to 
have be0ome familiar to the fraternity. Its full title is, "Cer· 
tayne questions with answeres to t.h~ same, concernynge the mys
tery of maconrye; wryttene by the hande of KyngE Henry the 
Sixthe of the name, and faythfullye copied by me, Jol1an Ley
:ande Antiquarius, by the commaunde of His Highnesse." It 
first appeared in the Gentleman's l\Iagazine for 1753, where it 
purports to be a reprint of the pamphlet published five years be
fore, at Frankfort.* It is there stated to have been copied by 
one John Collins, from a l\18. in the Bodleian library, and to 
have been enclosed in a letter from the celebrated John Locke, 
the author of the Essay on Human Understanding, to Thomas, 
Earl of Pembroke, and bearing date l\Iay 6th, 1696. Preston 
afterward incorporated these questions into his work, and ap
pended to them a section of remarks on the manuscript, as well 
as on the annotations of l\Ir. Locke. This work bas always been 
received as genuine among the craft, and in the life of Leland 
its authenticity is positively asserted. But this has lately been 
denied by Jlr. Halliwell, in a small work entitled, "The .Rarly 
History of Freemasom·y in England," published at London, in 
1840. The document purporting to come from the Bodleian li
brary, is so well known to most Masons, that I should have 
passed it over without notice in this work, were it not that I 
deemed it necessary to bring the doubts of )Ir. Halliwell before 
my readers, many of whom may have no opportunity of seeing 
the original work in which the subject is discussed. The views 
of l\Ir. Halliwell will, perhaps, be best conveyed in the words of 
the doubter himself. 

"It is singular," says )lr. Halliwell, "that the cil·cumstances 
attending its publication should have led no one to suspect its 

*The title of the paper, ns found in the Gcntlcm:m's :\hgnzine for 1io3, 
pnge 4li, is as follows: "Copy of a small pamphlet eonsisting of 12 pagP.i!, 
in 8vo., printerl in Germany in IHS, entitled: 'Ein Brief von dem herii<~hmten 
hcrrn. heron Johann Loelte bctreffend <lie Frcy-)Iaurrercn. So aufeincm 
ScLrit.•b-.Jisch ~inc:; verstrorhnen l3ru<lers ist gcfunuen \n>rJl•n.' " 
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. .mthenticity. I was at the pains of llJal•ing a loug :;ean:h in tht1 
llodleian library last su1umer, in the hope;:; of finding the origi
nal, but without success. In fact, there can be but little doubt, 
that this celebrated and well-known documeut is a forgery! 

"In the first place, why should su<:h a document baxe been 
printed abroad? \\7 as it likely, that it should ha'e found its 
way to Frankfort, nearly half a century afterwards, and been 
published without any explanation of the source whence it was 

obtained ? Again, the orthography is most grotesque, and too 
gn~.s ever to have been penned either by Henry the Sixth, or 
Leland, or both combined. For instance, we have Peter Gowere, 
a Grecian, explained in a note by the fabricator-for who else 
could have solYed it ?-to be Pythagoras! As a whole, it is but 
a clumsy attempt at deception, and is quite a parallel to the re
cently discovered one of the firtit Engli!;he J.lfe'f·czrrie.n* 

Such are the objections of ~\Ir. Halliwell to the authenticity 
of this celebrated antiquarian document. Let each estimate 
their value for himself. Fortunately, the dignity of masonry is 
uot at all connected with the dispute. The questions throw but 
little light upon the history of tho order, and its antiquity de· 
pends not on them aloue for proof. 

QUESTIONS TO CANDIDATES. Every candidate, before 
being admitted to participate in our mysteries, is bound to answer 
certain questions, respecting the motives that have influenced his 
application. These qnestions are generally proposed in the fol
lowing form : 

"Do you seriously declare upon your honour, that, unbiassed 
by friends against your own inclination, and uninfluenced by 
mercenary motives, you freely and voluntarily offer yourself as a 
candidate for tLe mysteries of Freemasoury? 

c< Do you scriour-;ly declare upon your honour, that you arc 
Rolely prompted to solicit the privileges of nutsonry; by a favour-

*Halliwell, Hist. of Freemasonry, p. 40. 
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able opinion conceived of the institution, a desire of kncwlcdgt·, 
and a sincere wish of being serviceabic to your fellow creatures? 

"Do you sincerely declare upon your honour, th,tt you will 
cbecrfu1ly conform to all the ancient established usages and CU$l• 

toms of the fraternity?" 
These questions should be propounded to the candidate by the 

Senior Deacon, in the preparation room, before initiation, and 1n 

the presence of the stewards or preparers. 

R. 

RABBONI. This word may be translated as signifying u a 
most excellent master or teacher." J ahn tells us, (in his Bibli~ 
cal Arcbreology, § 106,) that the Jews, in imitation of the 
Greeks, had their seven wise men who were called. Rabboni, 
'j ::l j. Gamaliel, the preceptor of St. Paul, was one of these. 
They styled themselves the children of wi::;dom, which is an 
expression very· nearly corresponding to the. Greek <ptl.ouolful 

The word occurs once as applied to Christ, in the New Te~ta
ment, ( J·ohn XX. 16.) ((Jesus said unto her, nlary. She 
turned herself, and saith unto him, Rabboni, which is to say, 
master." 

RAISED. This term is used to designate the reception of a 
candidate into the third degree of masonry. It conveys an allu· 
sion to a particular part of the ceremonies, as well as to the fact 
of his being elevated or raised to that degree, wl1ich is univcr· 
sally acknowledged to be the surullll\J of ancient craft masonry. 

RAMSAY. The name of the Chevalier Hamsay is ronspicuous 
34 
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in the masonic history of the last century. He was born at Ayr, 
in Scotland, in 1686, and died at Germain-en-Laye, in France, in 
1743. He was a man of extensive erudition and the friend of 
the great and good Fenelon. One of the most faithful followers 
of the Pretender, he sought to identify the progress of Freema
sonry with the house of Stuart. For this purpose h(\ endea
vout·ed to obYiate the objections of the French nobility to the 
merhanical origin of the institution, at which their pride revolted, 
by asserting that it arose in the Holy Land, during the Crusades, 
as an order of chivahy. His theory was, that the first Freema
sons were a society of knights, whose business it was to rebuild 
the churches which had been destroyed by the Saracens; that 
the Saracens, with the view of preventing the execution of this 
pious dt>sign, sent emissaries among them, who, disguised as 
Christians, became confounded with the builders and paralyzed 
their efforts; that the knights having discoYered the existence 
of these spies, became in future more careful, and instituted 
signs and words for the purpose of detection; and that as many 
of their workmen were newly converted Christians, they a.dopted 
symbolic ceremonies with the view of instructing their proselytes 
more readily in their new religion. Finally, the Saracens becom
ing more powerful, the Knights .Masons were compelled to aban
don their original occupation; but being ~nYited by a king of 
England to remove into his dominions, they had accepted the in
vitation, and there devoted themselves to the culti\'ation and 
encouragement of architecture, sculpture, painting and music. 
Hamsay attempted to support his system by the fiwt of the build
ing of the College of Templars in London, which was actually 
constructed in the tw·elfth <:entury by the fraternity of masons 
who had been in the holy wars.* 

In 1728, Ramsay attempted to lay the foundation of a masonic 
y·cform, according to this system. He, therefore, proposed to the 
thand Lodge of England to substitute, in the pbce of the three 

· - -------------------------------------------------
* Ho1Ji1'0ll, Proof:s c,f n Compiracy, p. 33. 
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degrees of Apprentice, Fellow-Craft, and l\laster, three o.t.hers of 
his own invention, those of Scotch :Mason, Novice and Knight of 
the Temple, which he pretended were the only true and ancient 
ones, and had their administrative centre, from time immemorial, 
in the Lodge of Saint Andrew, at Edinburgh. His views were at 
once rejected by the Grand Lodge of Enghmd, which has always 
been the guardian of the purity of Ancient Craft l\lasonry. But 
he carried them to Paris, where they met with amazing success, 
and gave rise to those higher degrees which have since been known 
by the name of the Ancient Scotch rite.* See a further account. 
of Ramsay under the title Innovations. 

RECEIVED. After the completion and dedication of the 
Temple, those brethren who consented to remain and keep that 
magnificent structure in repair, were, according to masonic tra
dition, as a reward for their attachment, received and acknow· 
ledged as J):Iost Excellent nfasters. H ence, the terms are used to 
express the reception of a candidate into the 6th or l\lost Excel
Lent Master's degree of the Ancient York rite. 

RECO:\I:HENDATIO~. The letter of every applicant for ini
tiation must be recommended by at least one well-known brother.:
who should be, if possible, a member of the lodge, and vouched 
for by another. See Vouching. 

RECORDER. .An officer in a Commandery of Knight8 

* Clavel, p. 165. I find the following paragraph in the Gentleman's .Maga. 
zine for the year 1738. 

"There 1vns lately burnt a t Rome, with grea t solemnity, by order of the 
Irquisition, a piece in French, written by the Cheva.lier Ramsay, (author of 
tb e Travels of Cyrus,) entitled ' An Apologeticnl and Historical Relation of tbe 
Secrets of Freemasonry, printed at Dublin by Patrie: Odiuoko.' This was 
publisbc1l a t Paris in answer to a pretended catechism orinted there by order 
of the Lieutenant de Police." 
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Templar, and a Council of Royal and Select Masters equivalent to 
a Secretary in a blue lodge. 

RED CROSS KNIG H1'. See Knight of the Red Cress. 

RED CROSS OF RO~IE AND CO~STANTINE. A 
degree founded on the circumstances of the vision f the cross 
which appeat·ed to the Ernpero1· Constantine. It formed origin
ally a part of the Itosaic Rite, and is now practised in .t]ngland, 
Irelan~, Scotland, and some of the Eogli:sh colonies, as a di:stiuct 
order, the meetings being called " conclaves,'' and the presiding 
officer of the whole order, " Grand Sovereign." 

REFLECTION, CHA:\IBER OF. Caoinf't des Rejlexions. 
In French lodges the preparation room in which the candidate 
remains, until he is introduced. It is thus called, because the 
gloomy furniture, and the moral inscriptions on the walls, are cal 
culated to produce, in his bosom, reflections of the most serious 
nature. 

A similiar apartment is used in the ceremonies of the degree 
of Knight Templar. 

REFOR:JIED RITE. This rite was established in 1782, by a. 
convention of Masons, who assembled at \Vilhelmsbad, under the 
presidency of Ferdinand, Duke of Brunswick, who w3:s elected it~ 
Grand Master. The members of this rite assumed the title of 
"Order of Charitable KnightR of the Holy City." It was a re
formation of the rite of Strict Observance, which had been esta
bhshed in 1754, and differed from it, principally, in rejecting all 
connection with the Knights Templ:lr, of whom, the members of 
the rite of Strict Observance had declared that Freemasons were 
the successors. The rite of ~Iartinism was merged in this rite, 
whose system the lodges of l\Iartinists universally adopted; and 
thus constituted, it spread with astonishing rapidity over Prance} 
Switzerland, and Italy, but met with inconsiderable success in 
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Germany, where the Templar system appears to have been, for a 
long time, the favourite. 

The Reformed rite consisted of five degrees: 1, Apprentice; 2, 
Fellow-Craft; 3, :Master; 4, Scotch .Jiaster; 5, C~aritable Knight 
of the Holy City. The last degree was subdinded into three sec
tions, nnmely: Novice, Professed Brother, and Knight, which 
actually gives seven degrees in all. 

It is still practised in France by one lodge, and in Switzerland 
by fiYe. Its supreme body is situated at Zurich, in the latter 
country, under the title of the "Directory of Switzerland." 

REFOR)IED IIEL VETIC RITE. The rite described m 
the preceding article was introduced into Poland in 178-!, by 
brother Glayre, of Lausanne, the minister of King Stttnislau~, 

and who was also the Provincial Grand )laster of this rite iu 
the French part of Switzerland. But, in introducing it into Po
land, he subjected it to sereral modifications, and called it the 
Retormed Hclvetic rite. The system was adopted by the Grand 

Orient of Poland. 

REFRESH.JIE~T. When a lodge is temporarily adjourned, 
the adjournment is performed in a manner peculiar to i'lasons, and 
the lodge is then said to be "called from labour to refreshment. 71 

During n.,freshment, the column of the ,V. ·. should also be down, 

and that of the S . ·. be up, to indicate that the Junior 'Varden, 
not the Senior, now superintends the craft. Calli11g froni 
labour to 7Yfresl!1neut, differs from closing, in this, that in the for
mer mode the lodge is still open, nor when the labour is re~umed, 
is there any ceremony of opening. Neither does the re-assem
bling of the brethren require any other summons or notification 
than the simple command of the J. ·. " .,.. ·. 

High twelve or noon was the hour at the temple when our an
cient brethren were regularly called from labour to refreshment. 
The tradition is that they worked twelve hours a day, and six day:-'! 
in the week. 

34* 
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REINSTATEMENT. Wl1en a l\Iason, who had been expelled 
or suspended by a lodge, is reinstated by the loc.l~e, which hau 
expelled or suspended him, he is at once restored. to all his hl<\~ 
sonic rights and privileges, just as if no such sentence had ever 
been passed upon him. But no lodge has the power of reinstat
ing, except the one which inflicted the original punishment. This 
rule, however, does not apply to the Grand Lodge, which, as the 
supreme masonic tribunal, may re-instate any expelled or sul:i
ended :\Inson within its jurisdiction, whenever the circumstances 
of the case may seem to warrant such an exercise of prerogative. 

REJECTIO~. Freemasonry insists on the principle of una
nimity that the harmony of the lodge may be presen·ed, and 
tl1ercfore it is a un iYersal rule that one black ball should 
reject a candidate for initiation.* If a candidate be rejected, he 
can apply in no other lodge for admission. If aamitted at all, in 
must be in the lodge where he first applied. But the time for a 
new application has never been specified, so that it is held that a 
rejected candidate may apply for a reconsideration of his case at any 
time. The unfavourable report of the committee to whom the 
letter was referred, or the withdrawal of the letter by the candi· 
date or his friends, is considered equivalent to a rejection 

RELIEF. Of the philanthropic tendency of masonry, 
abundant evidence is afforded in every country in which a lodge 
exists. Its charities are extended to the poor and destitute, to 
the widow and the orphan~ with a liberal hand; and its numerous 
institutions for improving the physical and moral condition of the 
human race, prove that "Brotherly Love, Relief, and Truth/' 
are not the mere idle and unmeaning language of a boastful 
motto, but the true and guiding principles of our association. 
In our own land, several of the Grand Lodges have established 

*.All of the Grand Lodges in the United States require unanimity in tho 
ballot. But the Old Constitutions permitted as many as three black balls, if 
the lodge desired it. 
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colleges and schools for the education of the children of Masons. 
~orne of these have been but lately organized, yet a1:e th( y all in 
a prosperous condition. In Europe, where tbe order has been 
longer in operation, the means of bestowing aid upon the desti
tute are still ruore perfect. Among these, the "Royal Freema
sons' School for Female Children," in London, is worthy of aU 
commendation. It was instituted in 1788, and the present 
building erected, at an expense of more than £3000, in th~ 
year 1793. The object of the charity is to maintain, clotho, and 
educate an unlimited number of female children and orphans of 
reduced Freemasons. It now extends its bounty to sixty-five 
children, who are received into the school between the ages of 
eight and eleven, and are wholly supported until they attain their 
fifteenth year. 

The "Asylum for worthy aged and decayed Freemasons," in 
the same city, is another institution reflecting high honour on the 
society which gave it birth . It was founded in 1835, and its 
praiseworthy objects are sufficiently designated by its title. 

In GeTmany, we find "A Lying-in Hospital" for the wives of 
indigent Freemasons, established at Schleswig; an almshouse 
and orphan-honse at Prague; a public school at Berlin; an in
stitute for the blind at Amsterdam ; and a multitude of libraries, 
schools and hospitals, scattered throughout the German cities. 

In Sweden there is an orphan-house, established in 1753, at 
Stockholm, by the private contributions of the Swedish lodges. 
Ireland has also an orphan-house. But one of the most philan
thropic institutions of our order, is the "Society for patronizing 
poor children," established at Lyons, in m:ance. Its object. i~ 
to diminish the primary causes of pauperism. For this purpose, 
it commences with the chilcl at birt~ ; it selects for him a patron 
from its members, whose duty it is to advise with and assist the 
parents in the government and education of the child. He sees 
that the child is well fed, comfortably clothed, and properly edu 
cated. \Vben ready for a. trade, he directs him in its seiection, 
and binds him as an apprentice. ~t\.nd when the period of ap· 
prenticeship has expired, he furnishes him with his outfit in life. 
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Of the private t·elief afforded in indiviJual cases, where Jho 
sole claim to sympathy or assistance was the posses:::.ion of the 
name of brother, it is unnecessary here to speak. The annals of 
masonry are crowded with such instances of masonic relief. 
TRUTH, may be said to be the column of wisdom, whose rays 
penetrate and enlighten the inmost recesses of our lodge; BRo
THERLY LovE, the column of strength, which binds us as one 
family, in the indissoluble bond of fraternal affection; and RE
LIEF, the column of beauty, whose ornaments, more precious 
than the lilies and pomegranates that adorned the pillars of the 
porch, are the widow's tear of joy, and the orphn~'s prayeT ot 
gratitude. 

RELIGIO~. Freemasonry does not profess to interfere with 
the religious opinions of its members. T.t asks only for a decla.
ration of that simple and universal faith, in which men of all 
nation~ and all sects agree,-the belief in a God and in his su
perintending providence. Beyond this, it does not venture, but 
leaves the minds of its disciples, on other and sectarian points, 
perfectly uutramme1led. This is the only religious qualification 
required of a candidate, but this is mo~t strictly demanded. 
The religion, then, of l\lasonry, is pure theism, on which its dif
ferent members engraft their own peculiar opinions; but they 
are not permirted to introduce them into the lodge, or to connect 

, their truth or falsehood with the truth of masonry. 
On this subject, the present Constitution of the Grand Lodge 

of England, holds the following language: 
"A Mason is obliged, by his tenure, to obey the moral law, 

and if he rightly understand the art, be will ne~er be a stupid 
atheist nor an irreligious libertine. He, of a1l men, should best 
understand that God seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh at 
the outward appearance, but God looketh to the heart. A l\la
son is, therefore, particularly bound, nc~cr to act against the dic
tates of his conscience. Let a man's religion, or mode of wor· 
ship, be what it may, he is not excluded from the order, provided 
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he believe in the glorious Architect of heaven and earth, and 
practise the sacred duties of morality. Masons unite with the 
~irtuous of every persuasion, in the firm and pleasing bond of 
fraternal love j they are taught to view the errors of mankind 
with compassion, and to strive, by the purity of their own con
duct, to demonstrate the superior excellence of the faith they 
may possess. Thus masonry is the centre of union between 
good men and true, and the happy means of conciliating friend~ 
ship a~ongst those who must otherwise have remained at a per
petual distance." 

This tolerant principle is, however, unfortunately not practised 
in all masonic lodges. The three Grand Lodges at Berlin, in 
Prussia,* and the Grand Lodges of Hanover and Hamburg, re· 
fuse not only to initiate Jews, but even to ad wit as visitors their 
!sraelitish brethren, who have been made in other countries. 
The Grand Lodges of this country have taken this subject into 
consideration, and several of them have already passed resolu
tions, condemning the pwceedings of the Prussian and German 
:.Masons, which may possibly have some effect in restoring them 
to the purity and liberality of masonic tolerance. The Grand 
I. .. odge of Germany, at Hamburg, which works only in the tliree 
degrees of Ancient Craft 1\:fasonry, and derives its Constitutions 
from the Grand Lodge of England, is happily aC'tuated by a 
more enlightened spirit. 

RE~IOV AL. No lodge can remove from its usual place of 
meeting, without the consent of the Grand Lodge thereto. For· 
merly no proposition could be made, nor vote taken on the ques
tion of removal, unless the Worshipful l\Iaster w;:.s present. 
But this regulation appears now to have become obsol0te. 

REPEAL. A lodge cannot, at an extra communication, re· 

• The Grand Lodgo of the Three Globes, the Royal York Grand Lodge of 
Frio·1dship, and tha Grand Lodge of Prussia. 
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peal, anntll, or alter a resolution, that has been ad pted at a pre
vious regular one. 

REPRESE~TATIVE SYSTEl\1. The representath·e system 
originated in this country with the Grand Lodge of New-York. 
Its organization is as follows: It is proposed, that each Grand 
Lodge in the United States, or, if it can be sufficiently extended, 
in the world, shall appoint a worthy and intelligent 1\Jason, to re
side near and represent it in every other Grand Lodge. These 
representatives are required to attend regularly tbe meetings of 
the Grand J...~odges to which they are accredited, to communicate to 
their constituents an abstract of the proceedings, and such other 
masonic matter of interest, such as expulsions, rejections, esta
blishment of clandestine lodges, &c., as may occur in the respec
tive jurisdictions in which they reside. Their costume is that of 
the Grand Lodge which they represent, and they are also entitled 
\o bear a banner with its· colours. 

This system has not met with universal approbation, and has, 
as yet, but partially succeeded Its friends argue, ill its fayour, 
the closer union which will thereby be cemented between the 
various masonic bodies thus represented, and the greater facility 
of communication.* 

But on the other side, its opposers have offered weighty objec
tions against its adoption. Besides the heavy expense which 
would necessarily attend the univ-ersal adoption of the system, 
there is one, which certainly claims the attentive consideration 
f>f every brother. One of the most intelligent of these objectors 
is Brother ~Ioore, the editor of the Freemason's l\Ionthly :Maga· 
tine, published at Boston, in whose words, rather than in my 
own, I desire to present the character of this ol>jection to the 
reader. 

* The arduous duty of an extensive correspondence, wb · ch had formerly 
been confided to one officer, the Grand Secretary, being now divided between 
several. 
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u .:inother objection that presents itself to our rrUud is, that 
the proceedings of the Grand Lodges would go forth in an unof. 
ficial form, and be liable to lead to error and confusion. It is 
hardly to be presumed that the representatives would all take the 
same view of every subject that might come under discussion, or 
that they would understand it alike, in all its bearings. They 
would undoubtedly faithfully represent the matter to their con
stituents, as they should respectively understand it. But their 
understanding it would probably, in many cases, clash with the 
annual report of the official officer. Their representations would 
not, therefcre, furnish safe grounds of action. The Grand 
Lodges would still be constrained to wait for the official report. 
Again, there is danger that the representath·es might not always 
be able to discriminate between what it would be proper to com
municate, and what is strictly of a local character. There is n-ot 
probably a Grand Lodge in the country which has not before it, 
at every communication, some subject which it would prefer to 
keep within the limits of its own jurisdiction. And it is one of 
the enors of human nature, that there should be an ambitious 
da.c;ire on the part of the representatiYes to communicate every 
thing which, in th~ir judgment, might tend to raise them in the 
estimation, or contribute to the interest; of their constituents. 
They might not always discriminate wisely.* 

These objections are certainly important, and seem to hav€ de
terrect :;ume oi the Grand Lodges from appointing representati-es. 
YVhether the system will ever beoome universal is exceedingly 
problematical. The enthusiasm on the subject, which existed in 
some parts of the country, when it was first proposed, ~ppears 
now considerably to have abated. 

RESIGNATIO~. No brother shoulU be allowed to resign, 
unless he be at the time in good standing. Some lodges, hmv
ever, from a mistaken feeling of kindness, haYe permitted a 

* Moore's Magazine, vol. L p. 196. 
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:nembcr to resign, rather than resort to tbe penalty of suspenswn 
or expulsion. This is manifestly wrong. If a ".l\Iason be too bad 
to belong to a particular lodge, he is too bad to belong to th~ 
order in general. Besides, the acceptation of a letter of resigna
tion is a kind of tacit acknowledgement that the character of the 
resigning member is free from reproach. Hence, other lodges 
are thus deceived into the admission of one who should originally 
have been cured or cut off* by the lodge from which he had 
resigned. 

The resignation of a member dissolves all connection between 
himself and his former lodge, but it does not at all affect his 
general relations with the order, or his obligatory duties as a 
Mason. See on this subject, the article Demit. 

RESURRECTION. A resurrection from the grave and a 
future immortality were the great lessons which it was the d~
sign of the ancient mysteries to inculcate. In like manner by a 
symbolic ceremony of great impressiveness, the same sublime 
truths are made to constitute the end and object of F1·eemasonry 
in ihe third deg1·ee, or as it has been called by H utcbinson, ''the 
l\Iaster' s Order." 

RETURNS OF I.JODGES. Every subordinate lodge must 
make an annual return, at some period specified in the local re
gulations, to the Grand Lodge from which it derives its Warrant, 
of the nurn ber and names of its members, and of the initiations, 
rejections, suspensions, and expulsions which have taken place 
during the year. By this means, each Grand Lodge is made 
acquainted with the state of its subordinates, and the progress of 
the order within jts jurisdiction. 

RHF.TORIC. The art of embellishing language with the 

* Qure sanari poterunt, quacunque ratione sa.na.bo; quro resecanda enznt, non 
patiar ad perniciem civitatis manare.-Oicero in Oatalin. 
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ornameuts of construction, ~>O as to enable the speak\:!r to per::.uade 
or affect his hearers. It supposes and requires a proper acquaint
ance with the rest of the liberal arts. For the first step towards 
adorning a discourse, is for the speaker to become thoroughly 
acquainted with its subject, and hence, the ancient rule that the 
orator should be acquainted with all the arts and scieno~s. T ts 
importance as a branch of liberal education is recommended to 
the :l\Iason in the Fellow-Craft's degree. 

RIGHT .ANGLE. A right angle is the meeting of two lines 
in an angle of ninety degrees, or the fourth part of a circle. Each 
(If its lines is perpendicular to the other, and as the perpendicu
lar line is a symbol of uprightousness of conduct, the right angle 
has been adopted by l\Iasons as an emblem of virtue. Such wus 
also it8 signification among the Pythagoreans. The right angle 
is represented in the lodges by the square, as the horizontal is 
by the level, and the perpendicular by the plumb. 

RIGHT HAND. The right hand has in all ages been deemed 
an important symbol to represent the virtue of fidelity. Among 
the ancients, the right hand and fidelity to an obligation, were 
almost deemed synonymous terms. Thus, among the Romans, 
the expression " fallere de:x.tram," to bet1·ay the 'right hand, also 
signified to violate faith, and "jungere dextras," to Join 'l"'if!ht 
hand..q, meant to give a mutual pledge. Among the Hebrews 
j'O', iantin, the right hand, wa:; derived from JO~, aman, to 

'Je faithful. 
The practice of the ancients was conformable to these pecu

hn,rities of idiom. Among the Jews, to give the right hand, 
wa~ considered as a mark of frieu<bhip and fidelity. Thus St. 
Paul says, "when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be 
pillars, perceiYed the grace that wns giYen unto me, they gave to 
me and Barnabas the ri!Jht hand of felluu:ship, that we shoulrl 
go unto the heathen and they unto the circumcision." Gal. ii. G. 

35 
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The same expression, also, occurs in ,;\Iac<'abees. 'V e meet, in
deed, continually in the Scriptures with allusions to the right 
band, as an emblem of truth and fidelity. Thus iu P::;alms 
(cxli't'.) it is said," their right hand is a right hand of falsehood," 
-that is to say, they lift up their right l1and to swear to what 
is not true. This lifting up of the right hand was, in fact, the 
universal mode adopted among both Jews and Pagans in taking 
Jn oath. The custom is certainly as old as the days of Abraham, 
;vho said to the King of Sodom, "I haYe lifted up my hand unto 
the Lord, the most high God, the possessor of heaven and earth, 
that I will not take any thing that is thine." Sometimes among 
the Gentile nations, the right band, in taking an oath, was laid 
upou the borris of the altar, and sometimes upon tnc hand of the 
person administering the obligation. llut in all cases it was 
deemed necessary to the validity and solemnity of the attestation, 
that the right hand should be employed. 

Since the introduction of Christianity, the use of the right 
hand in contracting an oath, has been continued, but instead of 
extending it to heaven, or seizing with it a horn of the altar, it 
is now directed to be placed upon the Holy Scriptures, whicl1 is 
the universal mode at this day in all Christian countries. The 
antiquity of this usage may be learned from the fact, that in the 
Jode of the Emperor Theodo~ius, adopted about the year 438, 
the placing of the right hand on the Go~pels is alluded to, and 
in the code of Justinian, whose date is the year 529, the cere
mony is distinctly laid down as a necessary part of the formality 
of the oath.* 

This constant use of the right hand in the most sacred attesta
tions and solemn compacts, was either the cause or the conse
quence of its being deemed an emblem of fidelity. Dr. Pottert 
thinks it was the cause, and he supposes that the right hand was 

* The words of Justinian are, "tRctis sacrosanctis Evangeliis"-the lloly 
Sospels being toucbed.-Lib. ii. tit. 53. lex. 1. 

1" Archooologia Grreen, p. 229. 
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naturally used instead of the left, because it was ruore honour· 
able, as being the instrument by which superiors give commands 
to those below them. Be this as it way, it is well known that 
the custom existed universally, and that there are abundant allu
~ions, in the most ancient writers, to the junction of right hands 
in making compacts. 

The Romans had a goddess whose name was Fides, or Fidelity,* 
whose temple was first consecrated by Numa. ·Her symbol was 
two right hands joined, or sometimes two female figures holding 
each other by the right hands, whence in all agreements among 
the Greeks and Romans, it was usual for the parties to take each 
other by the right hand, in token of their intention to adhere to 
the compact. 

The joining of the right hands was esteemed among the Per
sians and Parthians, as conveying a most inviolable obligation of 
fidelity. Hence, when King Artabanus desired to hold a confer
ence with his revolted subject, Asineus, who was in arms against 
him, he despatched a messenger to him with the request, who 
said to Asineus, "the king hath sent me to give you his right 
hand and security,"-that is, a promise of safety in going and 
coming. And when Asineus sent his brother Asileus to the pro
posed conference, the king met him and gave him his right hand, 
upon which Josephus remarks: "This is of the greatest force there 
with all these barbarians, and affords a firm security to those 
who hold intercourse with them; for none of them will decei\'"e, 
when once they have given you their right hands, nor will any 
one doubt of their fidelity, when that is once given, even though 
they were before suspected of injustice."t 

It is thus apparent that the use of the right hand, as a token 

• By a, str:mge error for so learned a, man, Oliver mistakes the name of thif! 
goddess, and calls her Fnith. "The spurious Freemasonry," he remarks, "had 
n. goddess called Faith." No such thing. Fides, or, as Hor&ce calls her, 11 in
corrupta Fides," incorruptible Fidelity, is very differer. \ from the theologicat1 

virtue of faith. 
t Jos~ph. Ant. Jud. lib. xviii. ca.p. ix:. 
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of sincerity and a pledge of fidelity, is as ancient a_-, it is universalJ 
a fact which will account for the important station which it occu
pies among the symbols of Freemasonry. 

RIGHT SIDE AND LEFT SIDE. Among the Hebrews, 
as well as the Greeks and Romans, the right side was considered 
superior to the left j and as the right was the side of good, so was 
the left of bad oinen. Dexter, or right, signified also propitious, 
and siniste·r, or left, unlucky. In the Scriptures, we find fre
quent allusions to this superiority of the right. Jacob, for in
stance, called his youngest and fa\ourite child, Ben-Ja-m£n, the 
son of his right hand, and Bathsheba, as the king's mother, was 
placed at the right hand of Solomon. 

RING, LUMINOUS. The Academy of Sublime l\Iasters of 
the Luminous Ring, was a pseudo-masonic society founded in 
France, in 1780. Its ritual was divided into three degrees. 
The first two were occupied with the history of Freemasonry, and 
the last with the peculiar dogmas of the institution which werP. 
essentially Pythagorean. 

RITE. A modification of masonry, in which the three ~ncicnt 
degrees and their essentials being preserved, there are varieties 
in the ceremonies, and num her and names of the additional de
grees. A masonic rite is, therefore, in accordance with the gene
ral signification of the word, the method, order, and rules, 
observed in the performance and government of the masonic 
system. 

Anciently, there was but one rite, that of the "Ancient, Free, 
and Accepted 1\Iasons," consisting only of the three primary de. 
grees of Entered Apprentice, Fellow-Craft, and :\laster l\Iason

1 

hence called the degrees of Ancient Craft :Masonry. But on the 
Continent of Europe, and especially in France and Germany, the 
ingenuity of some, and the vanity of others,, have added to th.:se 
an infinite number of high degrees, and of ceremonies unknown 
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to the original character of the institution. Some of these rites 
lived only with their authors, ~nd died when their paternal en
ergy in fostering them ceased to exert himself. Others have 
had a more permanent existence, and still continue, nominally, 
to divide the masonic family. I say, only nominally, for the 
fact that they are all, no matter what be their unessential differ
ence, based upon the three ancient degrees, enables a brother of 
any rite to visit the symbolic lodges of all the other rites. A 
.!\faster :Mason is, in all rites and all countries, acknowledged as 
such, and entitled to all the privileges which that sublime degree 
confers. 

The following are the names of the rites of Freemasonry now 
practised in Europe and .America. The first three are the most 
important, oldest, and most extensive j and the first, or York 
rite, approaches nearest in its construction to .Ancient Craft Ma
sonry. The degrees conferred by each of these rites, and the 
places where they exist, will be found under the respective titles 
m this work. 

1. York rite. 
2. French, or modern 1·ite. 
3. Ancient and Accepted Scotch rite. 
4. American rite. 
5. Philosophic Scotch rite. 
6. Primitive Scotch rite. 
7. Ancient Reformed rite 
8. Fessler's rite. 
9. Rite of the Grand Lodge of the Three Globes at Berlin. 

10. Rite of Perfection. 
11. Rite of l\1 isriam. 
12. Rite or order of the Temple. 
13. Swedish rite. 
14. Iteformed rite. 
15. Schroeder's rite. 
16. Rite of Sweden borg 
17. Rite of Zirmendorf. 

35* 
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RITU.A.L. The ritual of Freemasonry comprises the forn:~ 
of opening and closing a lodge, of initiating candidates, and of 
t.:onducting the other peculiar ceremonies of the order. Tho 
ritual differs in various places, and is not always the same in the 
same rite. Thus the lodges of England and America practise 
the same rite, the York, so far as the three symbolic degrees, 
and yet the rituals of the two countries vary considerably. An 
intimate acquaintance with the ritual constitutes what is techni
cally called a "bright mason." 

ROLL. The roll, or record of members' names, is borne by 
Secretaries in public processions of the order. At the funeral 
of a brother, his name, during a portion of the funeral ceremo
nies, should be inscribed in the roll of the lodge to which he be
longed. The rolls, or insignia of office, carried by Secretaries in 
a funeral procession, are thrown into the grave. 

RO.l\IAN COLLEGES OF ARTIFICERS. Collegia a'rtifi
cwn. Numa collected the various arts and trades which, during 
his reign, existed at Rome, into separate companies or societies, 
having their respective halls, courts, and religious exercises. 
The principal of these f'Ollegia artificum, was the college of ar
chitects, whose members he brought out of Attica, for the pur
pose of organi~ation From this time, says Clare!, is to be dated 
the establishment of the mysteries of Bacchus at Rome. 

The eighth of the twelve tables contained laws applicable to 
the Roman colleges. The8e associations, which were called so
dalitates, or fraterm'tates., bad the right of making contracts, 
and of enacting laws for their own government, and a few of the 
most distinguished, (among which were the college of architects,) 
were exempted from taxation. 

The Roman colleges were, in their character, both civil and 
religious institutions. Theh- assemblies were held with closed 
doors, and the profane were carefully excludecl. Their rnacer£ce, 
>r halls, were situ:lted in the neighbflm·hood of those temples 
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whose divinities they particularly worshipped, and whose priests 
employed them as artificers, in making the necessary repairs. 
In -their assemblies they deliberated on the works entrusted to 
their construction, and initiated candidates into their society by 
mysterious ceremonies, and by symbolic instruction, derived from 
the working tools of their art. The brothers were divided into 
the usual classes of Apprentices, Craftsmen, and )lasters. 1'hey 
contracted an obligation to render each other mutual assistance 
when necessary, and were enabled to recognise each other by se
cret signs. Their presidents, who were elected for five years, 
were called .Llfagistri, or 1\Iasters. Besides these, there were 
sen'io·rcs or elders, treasurers, secretaries, and other necessary 
officers. 

These colleges became, in time, the depositories of all the 
foreign methods of initiation, which were afterwards introduced 
into Rome. And it was through them that the most learned 
masonic writers have supposed that the Hebrew mysteries were 
transmitted, from the Jewish artists who visited Rome in great 
numbers during the reign of Augustus, to the travelling Free
masons, by whom all the religious edifices of the :l\Iiddle Ages 
were constructed. 

The colleges of artificers, and especially those which professed 
architecture, spread from Rome throughout the provinces and 
principal cities of the empire. They existed in vigorous activity 
until the fall of the Roman Empire, and continued to decline 
during the ages which succeeded the invasions of the barbarians, 
until they are supposed to have reYived in the architectural asso
ciations known as the '' Travelling Freemasons of the l\Iiddle 
Ages," an account of which will be found in another part of this 
work.* 

*I have gladly availed myself of the industry of Clavel, who has coll<.'cted 
every tuing of importance that has hen written pn the subject of these associ. 
ations. 
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ROSAIC RITE. A rite instituted in Germany by U. ltusa, 
a Lur heran clergyman, under the patronage of the Baro~1 de 
Prinzen. It was at fir:st exceedingly popular, but was superseded 
by the Strict Observance rite of Baron llunde. 

ROSE. For an explanation of the Rose, as a masonic symbol, 
see the article Prince of Rose Oroix. 

ROSE CROIX. See Prince of Rose Oroix. 

ROSE, KNIGHTS AND NYl\lPIIS OF THE. This was 
•tn order of Adoptive or Androgynous Masonry, invented in 
France towards the close of the ejghteenth century. M. de 
Chaumont, the masonic secretary of the Due de Chartres, was its 
author. The principal seat of the order was at :Paris. The hall 
of meeting was called the Tewple of Love. It was ornamented 
with garlands of flowers, and hung round with escutcheons on 
which were painted various devices and emblems of gallantry. 
There were two presiding officers, a male and female, who were 
styled the Hierophant and the High Priestess. The former ini
tiated men, and the latter women. In the initiations the Hiero
phant was assisted by a conductor or deacon, called Sentiment., 
and the High Priestess by a conductress or deacone~s, called 
Discretion. The members received the title of Knights and 
Nymphs. The Knights wore a crown of myrtle, the Nymphs a 
crown of Roses. The Hierophant and High Priestess wore, in 
addition, a rose-coloured scarf, on which were embroidered two 
doves within a wreath of myrtle. During the time of initiation, 
the hall was lit with a single dull taper, but afterwards it was 
brilliantly illuminated by numerous wax candles. 

'Vhen a candidate was to be initiated, he or she was taken in 
charge, according to the sex, by the conductor or conductrc~s, 
di,-ested of all weapons, jewels, or money, hoodwinked, loath·d 
with chains, and in this condition conducted to the door of tho 
Temple of Love, where admission was demanded by two knockij 
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Brother Sentiment then introduced the candidate by order of 
tbe Hierophant or High Priestess, and be or she was asked hie.; 
or her name, country, condition of life, and, lastly, wbat he or she 
was seeking. To this the answer was, " Happiness." 

ThP. next question proposed was, "'Vhat is your age?'' The 
candidate, if a male, replied, " The age to love;" if a female, 
"The age to please and to be loved." 

The candidates were then interrogated concerning their private 
opinions and conduct in relation to matters of gallantry. The 
chains were then taken from them, and they were invested with 
garlands of flowers which were called "the chains of love." In 
this condition they were made to traverse the apartment from one 
extremity to another, and then back in a contrary direction, over 
a path imcribed with love-knots. The following obligation was 
then administered: 

''I promise and swear by the Grand l\laster of the Universe 
never to reveal the secrets of the order of the Rose, ~.nd should 
I fail in this my vow, may the mysteries I shall receive add nothing 
to my pleasures, and instead of the roses of happiness may I find 
nothing but the thorns of repentance." 

The candidates were then conducted to the mysterious groves 
in the neighbourhood of the Temple of Love, where the knights 
received a crown of myrtle, and the nymphs a simple rose. 
During this time a soft melodious march was played by the or
chestra. After this the candidates were conducted to the altar 
of mystery, placed at the foot of the Hierophant's throne, and 
there incense was offered up to Venus and her son. If it was a 
knight who had been initiated, he now exchanged his crown of 
myrtle for the rose of the last initiated nymph, and if a nymph, 
she exchanged her rose for the myrtle crown of Brother Senti
ment The Hierophant now read a copy of verses in honour of 
t.he God of l\lystery, and the bandage was at length taken from 
the eyes of the candidate. Delicious music and brilliant light~ 
now added to the charms of this enchanting scene, in the midst 
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'>f which the Hicrophant communicated to the candidute tho 
tno1les of recognition peculiar to the order.* 

ROSTCRUOILL~S. Of the secret society of the Rosicrucians 
or Brothers of the Rosy Cross, Bailey gives the following ac
count: 

"Thei1· chief was a German gentleman, educated in a monas
tery, where, having learned the languages, he travelled to the 
Holy Lund, anno 1378, and being at Damascus and falling sick, 
be had heard the conversation of some Arabs, and other Oriental 
philosophers, by whom he is supposed to haye been initiated iuto 
this mysterious art. At his return into Germany he formed a 
society, and communicated to them the secrets he had brought 
with him out of the E<1st, and died in 148-!. 

"They were a sect or cabal of hermetical philosophers; who 
bound themselves together by a solemn secret, which they s_wore 
inviolably to observe; and obliged themselves, at their admission 
into the order, to a strict observance of certain established rules. 

" They pretended to know all sciences, and especially medi
cine, of which they published themselves the restorers; they also 
pretended to be masters of abundance of important secrets, and 
among others, that of the philosopher's stone; all which they 
affirmed they bad received by tradition from the Ancient Egyp. 
tians, Chaldeans,. the :i\lagi and Gymnosophist.s. 

"They pretended to protract the period of human life by 
means of certain nostrums, and e\·en to restore ,Youth. They 
pretended to know all things; they are also called the Invisible 
Brothers, because they have made no appearance, but have kept 
themselves incog. for several years.''t 

The society of the Rosicrucians or Brothers of the Rosy Cross, 
thus engaged in the wild studies of alchemy, protracted their 

l!' I b:\\·e given the a.bo\·e details in compliance with a promise made in tbe 
uticle on "Androgynou:; .Masonry," and for the gratification of the curious. 
t atu indebted for them to the industry of Cla\·el. 

1 Bailey, Diet. in voce. 
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existence until the middle of the eighteenth century, when they 
at length ceased to meet, in consequence of the death of Brun, 
their chief. Their association was well organized, being divided 
like the society of Jesuits into bodies, having each its particular 
chief, with a g.eneral chief at the head of all. Their system of 
initiation was divided into nine degrees, as follows: 1, Zelatoq 
2, Thericus; 3, Practicus; 4, Philosoph us; 5, Adeptus Junior; 
6, Adeptus l\lajor; 7, Adeptus Exemptus; 8, niagistcr; 9, 
Magus. 

Out of this society was formed, in 1777, an association calling 
itself "The Brothers of the Golden Rosy Cross," whose system 
was divided only into three degrees. This society was very nu
merous in Germany, and even extended into other countries, es
pecially into Sweden. A second schism from the Rosicrucians 
was the society of the " Initiated Brothers of Asia," which was 
organized in 1780, and whose pursuits, like those of the parent 
institution, were alchemy and the natural sciences. In 1785, it 
attracted the attention of the police, and two years later, recei-ved 
a fatal blow, in the revelation of all its secrets by one Rolling, a 
treacherous member of the association. 

The Rosi?rucians, as this brief history "jndicates, had no con
nection whatever with the masonic fraternity. Notwithstanding 
this fact, Barrue1,* the most malignant of our revilers, with a 
characteristic spirit of misrepresentation, atteJllpted to identify 
the two institutions. This is an error, into which others might 
unwittingly fall from confounding them with the Princes of Rose 
Croix, a masonic degree, somewhat similar in name, but entirely 
different in character. To correct this error where it may have 
been committed, js the object of this article, which otherwise 
would not have been entitled to a place in 'a masonic lc.xicon.t 

>1; Memoirs of Jacobinism. 
t The Ro~icrucians uo not derive their name, like Rose Croix Masons, fr·m 

the Rose anti Cross, for they have nothing to do with the ros~, but from thfl 

Lntin ro11, dew, and crnx, the c-ross, ns n hieroglyphic of light, ~l1ich .i\losheun 
c.J: p1 'li ns as follows: •' Of all natural bodir::, tlew was esteemed the mo~t pow. 
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RO r .AJ4 ARCH. ~lore properly called the H oly RoyaJ 
Arch. It is the seventh degree in the York rite, as practised in 
this country, and by some styled the summit of ancient masonry. 
Dermot says of it, H thi$ I firmly believe to be the root, heart 
and marrow of masonry.'' A.ud Hutchinson, speaking of it, 
uses the following remarkable language : ''As ~loses was com
manded to pull his shoes from off his feet, on .)lount H oreb, be~ 
cause the ground whereon he trod was sanctified by the presence 
of the Divinity, so the )lason who would prepare himself for 
this exalted stage of masonry, should ad vance in the naked paths 
of truth, be divested of every degree of arrogance, and approach 
with steps of innocence, humility and virtue, to challenge the 
ensigns of an order, whose institutions arise on the most solemn 
and sacred principles of religion." 

This degree brings to light many essentials of the craft which 
were for the space of 4 70 years buried in darkness, and at the 
same time impresses on the mind of the possessor the belief in a 
Supreme Being and the reverence due to his holy name. 

This is the proper place to introduce a brief account of the 
Temple from its dedi<:atillll by .Xebuchadnezzar, and its re-et·ec
tiou se'Venty years after~ards by Zerubbabel. 

After the death of Solomon, ten of the tweh·e tribes re\oltcd 
from his son Rehoboam. The tribes of Judah and Benjamin, 
howeYer, continued faithful to the house of David, and were 
ruled by the descendants of Solomon, until, in the eleventh year 
of the reign of Zedekiah, the city was taken after a siege of 
eighteen months, by Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon, who de
stroyed the city, set fire to the Temple, and carried away most of 
the inhabitants as captives to BabyJcn, 416 years after the Tem
ple had been dedicated to JehoYah, bJ King Solomon. 

erful solvent of gold; antl the <:ross, in chcmicnl language, is eqniva.lent to 
light, becau~e the figure of a cross + exhibits at the same tirue three letters, 
of which the \\"ords LVX, or light, is compoundeu. Hence a Rosicrucian ph i
losopher is one who, by the assistance of the Jew, seeks for light, or the phi
'osoplH -'s ston~. 
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The tribes of Judah and Benjamin remained in captiVIty 
scvent.y years at Babylon, until Cyrus, in the first year of his 
reign, commiserating the calamity of the Jews, issued an edict, 
permitting them to return to Jerusalem and rebuild the house of 
the Lord. This they did under the care of Zerubbabel, Prince 
of Judah, and Joshua, the High Priest who superintended the 
work, while Higgai, the Scribe, instigated his countrymen, by 
his eloquence, to zeal and diligence in the pious labour. 

Until the year 1797, as no g_rand chapters were in existence, 
a competent number of companions, possessed of sufficient abili
ties, pruceeded, under the sanction of a :\laster's warrant, to con-· 
fer the degree of the Royal Arch with the preparatory degrees. 
13ut in that year, a convention of delegates from the several 
chapters in Pennsylvania met, and after mature deliberation, re
solved to organize a Grand Chapter, which was accordingly done. 
Since that period, the jurisdiction of Royal Arch ~Iasonry has 
t>een separated from that of the symbolic degrees. 

The officers in a chapter of this degree, are a Most Excellent 
High Priest, King, Scribe, Captain of the Host, Principal So
journer, RoyaL Arch Captain, three Grand :Masters of the Yails, 
Secretary, ·Treasurer, and Sentinel. 

The true origin of the Royal Arch is an j mportant question, 
that has lately engaged the attention of masonic writers. Some 
have asserted that it was brought by the Templars from the Holy 
Land; others say that it was established as a part of Templar 
masonry in the sixteenth century, and others again assert that it 
was unknown before the yea1· 1780. Dr. OliYer, in a work of 
profound research on this subject, says that "there exists suffi
cient evidence to disprove all their conjectures, and to fix the era 
of it::; introduction to a period which is coeval with the memora
ble schi,i:m amongst the English l\lasons about the middle of tht 
last century."* 

~ StHne accouut ot the schism whi1~h tQ<Jk p}:wo durin)! the last century 

&mongst the Free 3Jld Accepted Masons in Englulhl, sh(miog lhu prcsumec 
origin of the Royal Arch degree, &c .• p. 4. 

36 
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It seems to me, as the result of a careful examination of the 
evidence adduced, that before the year 1740, the essential ele
ment of the Royal Arch constituted a part of the third degree, 
and that about that yen.r it was severed from that degree and 
transferred to another, by the schismatic body calling itself "the 
Grand Lodge of England according to the old Constitutions." 

The Royal Arch in England is at present practised as a fourth 
degree, and the possession of the Past :Mastership is not, as in 
this country, considered as a necessary qualification for exaltation. 
Any worthy l\Iaster ~Iason is now considered as eligible for the 
honours of the Royal Arch. The Royal Arch, in that country, 
is not considered as "essentially a degree, but the perfection of 
the third."* The time and circumstances of the degree as con
ferred in England coincide with the ritual in this country in the 
most important particulars. There is, however, an anomaly in 
the introduction of Ezra and Nehemiah as the companions of the 
three principal officers. 

The Royal Arch, as conferred in Ireland, differs very materi
ally from the degree in England and America. The Irish system 
consists of three degrees; the Excellent, Super Excellent and 
Royal A1·cb, and the Past :Mastet·'s degree is indispensable as a 
qualification for exaltation. The Excellent and Super Excellent 
degrees refer to events connected with the legation of :Moses. 
The events commemorated in the Royal Arch of Ireland refer to 
2 Chronicles, chap. xxx.iv., and expressly to the 14th verse of 
that chapter. "And when they brought out the money that 
was brought into the house of the Lord, Hilkiah, the priest, 
found a book of the law of the Lord given by ~loses." The 
date of their degree is, therefore, 624 B.C., or ninety years 
earlier than ours. 

In Scotland the era of the legend of the Royal Arch is the 
same as in Bngland and America, but the organization of the 
~;ystem is very different. The )lark and Past 1\Iaster, which are 

* }'ree~asun s Quart. Rev. 184:1, p. 464. 
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called u Chair ~Iaster degrees," are indispensable qualific:atitm~, 

and candidates having had these degrees conferred recei,·e two 
others, Excellent and Super Excellent, as preparatory to the 
Arch. Chapters in Scotland also confer on Royal Arch )lasons 
the degrees of Royal Ark 1\Iariner and Red Cross Knight, the 
latter degree receiving from them the name of "Babylonish 
Pass." The Scotch ~Iasons cont.end that the Royal Arch, with 
its subsidiary degrees, constitutes a part of Templar Masonry.* 

Badge of the Royal Arch. The badge of a Royal Arch ~Ia· 

son is the apron and sash. In America the apron is a white 
lambskin, bordered with scarlet edging. The sash is of scarlet 
silk or velvet, on which are inscribed the words "Holiness to the 
Lord." The colour is emblematic of fervency and zeal ; the 
words are those which were worn in front of the High Priest's 
mitre. In England the apron and sash are of purple radiated 
with crimson, t the former implying awe and reverence, and the 

latter, justice tempered with mercy. The triple tau I;J is deli
neated on the apron. 

Jewel of the RolJal .Arch. In this country we have lost sight 
of the jewel, though I hope to see it yet restored. The English 
Royal Arch jewel is a double triangle within a circle of gold. In 
the centre of the two tTiangles, a sun with diverging rays, and un
derneath, or suspended to this, the triple tau. The intersecting 
triangles denote the elements of fire and water, the circle, infinity 
and eternity, and the sun is an emblem of Deity. So important 
is the triple tau considered that it is called "the emblem of all 
emblems, and the Grand Emblem of Royal Arch 1\Iasonry.'' 

ROYAL ARCH, Al~CIE.NT. See Knight of the 1Yinth Arch. 

ROYAL ARCH CAPTAIN. The sixth officer in a chapter 

* General Regulations for the go-vernment of tb~ order of RfJyal Arch ~fa. 
sons in Scotland. Edinburg, l S-!5. 

t Finch says the colours are purple, red and blue, the blue implying truth 
s.~d constancy. This agrees better with the colours of out Roynl Arch. 
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of the Royal Arch degree, wlwse daties and station are, in some 
respects, similar to those of a Junior Deacon in a symbolic lodge. 

ROYAL ARCH OF E~OCH. This is more usually known 
as the degree of Knights of the Ninth Arch, which see. 

ROYAL ART. l\Iasonry is called a Royal Art, not only bf~
cause it received its present form from the royal hands of Solo
mon, King of Israel, and Hiram, King of Tyre, and has since 
enrolled among its mem hers the proudest and most powerful po
tentates of the earth, but more especially, because (If the dignit.y 
and majesty of the principles which it inculcates and which ele
vate it above all other arts, as a king is elevated above his sub
jects. 

ROYAL l\IASTER. A degree by no means of ancient ori
gin, intimately connected with the degree of Select l\Iaster, and 
with it, as explanatory of the Royal Arch degree, sometimes 
given in chapters preparatory to that degree,* and s01uetimes 
conferred on Royal Arch Masons by a distinct and independent 
body, called ''A Council of Royal and Select l\lasters." The le
gend of the degree is brief, but interesting. 

RULE. An instrument with which straight lines are drawn, 
and, therefore, used in the Past Master's degree as an emblem, 
admonishing the Master punctually to observe his duty, to pre~s 
forward in the path of virtue, and neither inclining to the right 
nor the left, in all .his actions to ha\"e eternity in Yiew. The 
twenty-four inch guage is often used in giving the instruction as 
a substitute for this working tool. But they are entirely differ-

-----------------------·--··· 
~ ~u~h is the case in the Chapters of R. A. Jbsons in Virginia.; hut tho 

Grand Council of R. and S. Masters in Alabama have taken exception to this 
eour~e and declared all R. and S. 1\Iasters, tb us made, clandestine, a.nJ ineli. 
gible to admission into their Councilt~. 
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ent; the twenty-four inch gauge is one of the working tools of 
an Entered Apprentice, and requires to have the twenty-four 
inches marked upon its surface; the rule is one of the working 
tools of a Past l\Iaster, and is without the twenty-four divisions. 
The rule is appropriated to the Past or Present l\Iaster, because, 
by ita assistance, he is enabled to lay down on the trestle board 
the designs for the craft to work by. 

s. 
SABBATH. God having created the world in six days, 

rested on the seventh and proclaimed it holy. It is the type of 
that time of refreshment which he only should expect who has well 
and faithfully fulfilled the days of his labour. Renee, with the 
virtuous l\Iason, the Sabbath day has ever been esteemed as an 
occasion on which he might contemplate the works of creation 
and humbly adore the great Creator. 

SAINT ANDREW, GRAND SCOTCH KNIGHT OF. 
Grand Ecossais de Saint Andre. The 29th degree of the An
cient ·and Accepted Scotch rite, and may be considered as prepa
ratory to the Kadosh. It is founded on the legend which we 

have recorded iQ the sketch of the Chevalier Ramsay. given in 
this work. It is the first of the three degrees which he under
took to substitute in the place of the ancient symbolic degrees. 
This degree is sometimes called "Patriarch of the Crusades," in 
allusion to its supposed origin during those wars, and sometimes 
"Grand 1\laster of Light," on account of the masonic instruc. 
tions it contains. 

The officers are a Master and two 'Vardens. The lodge is 
hung with red, and illuminated with eighty-one lights disposed 
by uin~s. 

36* 
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The jewel proper is the square and compasses with a p<Jignard 
in the centre, within a triple triangle, the whole surrounded by 
a sun. There is another jewel, which is a cross of St. Andrew, 
having a Y within a triangle, surrounded by a circle in the centre 
of the cross, and one of these letters B. J. M. N. on each of its 
cx.trcmities. 

S.A.INT JOHN OF JERUSAI.,E:\1. The primitive, or mo
ther lodge, was held at Jerusalem, and dedicated to St. John, 
and hence was called " The lodge of the holy St. John of J ern
salem." Of this first lodge all other lodges are but branches, 
and they therefore receive the same general name, accompanied 
by another local and distinctive one. In all masonic documents 
the words ran formerly as follows: "From the lodge of the holy 
St. John of Jerusalem, under the distinctive appellation of Solo
man's lodge, No, 1." OI' whateYer might be the lo~al name. In 
this style foreign documents still run; and it is but a few years 
since it has been at all disused in this country.* Hence we say 
that every :Mason hails from such a lodge, that is to say, from a 
just and legally constit.,.~ed loJge. t 

SAINT JOHN'S MASONRY. A term used like "Ancient 
Craft l\Iasonry," to designate the three primitive degrees. They 
are so styled by the Grand Lodge of Scotland. "The Grand 
Lodge of Scotland practises no degrees of masonry but thoac of 
Apprentice, Fellow-Craft, and l\Iaster Mason, ~enominated St. 
John's 1\Iasonry."t 

* I would certainly recommend the renewal of this masonic style, especially 
in diplomas. 

t In the degree of Grand Master of all Symbolic Lodges, the reason assigned 
is, Hbecause in the time of the Crusades the Perfect l\Iasons communicated a 
knowledge of their mysteries to the Knight.'! of St. John of Jerusalem, where. 
upon it was determined to celebrate their festival annually on St. ,fohn's day, 
as they were both under the same law.'' 

t Constitutions of the Grand Lodge of Seotbnd, c. i, art. 4. 
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SAINT JOH~ THE ALMONER. The saint to whom Com
manderies of Knights Templars are dedicated. He was the son 
of the King of Cyprus, and was born in that island in the sixth 
century. He was elected Patria.rch of Alexandria, and has been 
canonized by both the Greek and Roman churches, his festival 
among the former occurring on the 11th of November, and 
among the latter on the 23d of January. Bazot, who published 
a l\Ianual of li'reemasonry, in 1811, at Paris, thinks that it is 
this saint, and not St. John the Evangelist, or St. John the 
Baptist, who is meant as the true patron of our order. "He 
quitted his country and the hope of a throne," says this author, 
"to go to Jerusalem, that he might generously aid and assist the 
knights and pilgrims. He founded a hospital and organized a 
fraternity to attend upon sick and wounded Christians, and to 
bestow pecuniary aid upon the pilgrims who visited the Holy 
Sepulchre. St. John, who was worthy to become the patron of 
a society, whose only object is charity, exposed his life a thou
sand times in the cause of virtue. Neither war, nor pestilence, 
nor the fury of the infidels, could deter him from pursuits of be
nevolence. But death, at length, arrested him in the midst of his 
labours. Yet he left the example of his virtues to the brethren, 
who have made it their duty to endeavour to imitate them. 
Rome canonized him under the name of St. John the Almoner, 
or St. John of Jerusalem; and the l\Iasons, whose temples, over
thrown by the barbarians, he had caused to be rebuilt, selected 
him with one a9cord as their patron."* 

SAINTS JOHN. St. John the Baptist, whose festival falls 
on the 24th of June, and St. John the Evangelist, whose festival 
occurs on the 27th of December, have been selected by Christian 
l\Iasons as the patrons of their order ; and to them, under the 
appellation of the "Holy Saints John," all Christian lodges: 

t 1\Innunl dn Frnno-l\Ia~on, p. 144. 
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should be dedicated. See, for the author's theory on the subject 
of this dedication, the article Dedication in this work. 

SAl\IARITAN, GOOD. The Good Samaritan is a side de. 
gree given to Royal Arch Masons and their wives. Of all the 
side degrees it is decidedly the most beautiful and in. pressive. 
It is founded on the tenth chapter of St. Luke, 30-35 verses . 
.A. Good Samaritan is bound, when duly summoned, to nurse a 
companion in sickness. 

SANCTUARY. That part of the temple, being two-thirds 
of its length, which was in front of the Holy of Holies, and be
tween it and the porch. See Tenple. 

SA~CTUl\I SANCTORU:M. Holy of Holies. The inner
most part of the temple, into which, after its dedication, none 
entered but the High Priest. It was twenty cubits square, and 
was separated from the sanctuary by a door of cedar and four 
curtains of blue, purple, scarlet, and fine linen. It contained the 
ark of the covenant, with its mercy seat and overshadowing che
rubim. See Temple. 

SASH. The old regulation on the subject of wearing sashes 
in a procession, is in the following words: "None but officers, 
who must always be 1\Iaster l\Iasons, are permitted to wear sashes; 
and this decoration is only for particular officers." In this coun
try the wearing of the sash appears, very properly, to be confined 
to the "r. ·. Master, as a distinctive badge of his office. 

The sash is worn by all the companions of the Royal Arch 
degree, and is of a scarlet colour, with the words, " Holiness to the 
I.Jord," inscribed upon it. These were the words placed upon the 
rnjtrc of the High Priest of the Jews. 

The sash, or scarf, seems to have been derived from the Zennar, 
or sacr:d cord, placed upon the candidate in the initiation intc 
the mysteries of India, and which every Brahmin was compdlod 
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to wear. This cord was woven with great solemnity, and oeing 
put upon the left shoulder passed over to the right side, and hung 
down as low as the fingers could reach. 

SCANDINAVIAN MYSTERIES. The rites of initiation 
practised in Scandinavia, were introduced there from Scythia, by 
Sigge, a Cymrian warrior, who afterwards assumed the name of 
Odin, with whom we are all familiar as the Gothic representative 
of .l\Iercury or Hermes. This origin of these rites accounts for their 
general resemblance in legend and ceremonies to the Eastern 
mysteries. In them was celebrated the death of Balder, who was 
killed by Loke, who fatally wounded him with a branch of mistle· 
toe. Balder was the sun, Loke the principle of winter, to which 
season the mistletoe belongs. The ceremonies of initiation re· 
presented the wailings of the gods for the death of Balder, the 
search for his body, in which the candidate was made to engage, and 
its final djscovery, and his restoration to life and vigour. The 
ceremonies were accompanied by all the paraphernalia of dismal 
n.oises and hideous sights, which was calculated to inspire the 
aspirant with terror and co.nfusion, and were terminated by the 
administration to the initiate of a solemn oath, in which he swore 
to pay due submjssion to the chief officers of state, to practise de· 
votion to the gods, and to protect and defend his initiated com· 
panions, at the hazard of his life from all their enemies, and if 
slain to avenge their death. 

The legend of the death of Balder, which we can scarcely doubt 
was the subject of initiation, is thus related. Balder was invul
nerable; for Odin and Friga, (the Gothic Venus,) had exacted, 
in his favour, an oath of safety from every thing in nature except 
the mistletoe, whose promise of immunity, in contempt of its 
ignoble qualities, they had neglected to obtain. Loke, the prin. 
ciple of evil, had discovered this except.ion, and on a day when 
Balder, was sportively offering himself as a mark to the skill and 
dexterity of the gods, Loke presented Hoder, who was blind, with 
a branch of mistletoe, with which he pierced the body of Balder. 



430 SCA 

whc instantly fell dead. His body was then placed iu a boat) 
and set afloat on the waters, while all the gods mourned for his 
decease.*. The reader who is familiar with the other mysteries 
of paganism, will readily detect in this legend, an obvious relation 
to the murder of Adonis by the boar, of Osiris by Typhon, and 
of Bacchus by the Titans. 

The ceremonies of initiation were very similar to those which 
have already been described in this work, as appertaining to the 
other rites. The candidate having been previously prepared by 
the necessary purifications, was conducted into the sacred cavern 
of initiation, his feet being naked, and led by a winding descent 
amid the howling of dogs, and appearance of phantoms, to the 
tomb of the prophetess Volva. Here, having been properly 
instructed, he inquires of her respecting the fate of Balder. The 
prophetess now foretells the circumstances which have already 
been related in the legend above cited. The candidate presses 
Jnward, and soon hears the bewailings for the death of Balder. 
He is now confined in the Pastost until a term of penance i;:; com· 
pleted, when he is directed to search for the body of Balder, and to 
use his t..tmost endeavours to raise him from death to life. He now 
descends through nine subterranean passages, where sights and 
sounds of the most terrific character conspire to excite his ima. 
gination. He finally enters the sacellum, or holy place, and finds 
Balder enthroned in a distinguished seat. The aspirant was now 
received, as in the mysteries of Egypt, with acclamations of joy 
and welcome, and the Scalds, or sacred bards, like the priests of 
Isis, chanted hymns descriptive of the generation of the gods and 
the creation of the world. The initiation was then terminated by 
the administration of the oath of fidelity already described.! 

SCARLET. The emblematic colour of the Royal Arch degree. 
It is significant of the zeal and ardour which should inspire the 

~·------------------------------------------

~ Oliver, Hist. Initia.t. p. 256. t See tbe article Coffin. 
t Oliver, Hist. of Initiat., lect. x. 
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posstssurs of that august summit of our 1·itual. 
colour of one the vails in the sacred tabernacle. 

431 

It was also" the 
The Hebrew 

words ca1·mJl, shani, and tolahht, are indifferently rendered by om· 
translators, as crimson, or scarlet. The words appear to have been 
synonymous among the Jews, and to have signified a bright 
red colour. The colour was much worn by great men. 

SCHROEDER'S RITE. This is a rite consisting of the de
grees of Ancient Craft Masonry and a few higher ones which are 
<bvotecl to the study of other .}Iasonic systems. It was in Yen ted 
by Frederick Lewis Schroeder who established it at Hamburg in 
l8tJ1. The IInmburg :Jlasons were induced to reject the high 
degrees of Scottish )lasonry and to adopt his si m pier rite. Through 
the represeuta.tiou::; of Ola\'el; who too harshly calls him the Cag
lio3tro of Germany, I was led, in previous editions of this work, 
to express an opinion of Schroeder, which subsequent investiga
tions have led me greatly to mollify. 

SCIENCES LIBERAL. See A1·ts Libe1·al. 

SCOTCH :MASON. Ecossais. The 5th degree of j.he 
Frtnch rite. In this degree is related the manner in which the 
sacred word was preserved through the skill and wisdom of our 
ancient brethren. The American degree of " Select :Master" ap
pears to be little more than a modification of this interesting degree. 
See EcoS$ais. 

A tradition contained in this degree may be interesting to the 
l\Iaster l\Iason. We there learn that HAB engraYed the Vl.·. 
upon a triangle of pure metal, and fearing that it might be lost, 
he always bore it about his person, su8pended from his neck, with 
the engraved side next to his breast. In a time of great peril to 
himself, he cast it into an o1d dry well, which was in the south
east corne1· of the temple,* where it was afterwards found by three 

..;:. The Ineffable degrees of the Ancient Scotch rite my in the north siJe o! 
the temple, which is more consistent with probability. 
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!\lasters. They were passing near the well at the hvur of meri
dian, and were attracted by its brilliant appearance; whereupon, 
one of them descending by the assistance of his comrades, obtained 
it, and carried it to King Solomon. 'Vhat was his disposition of 
it is known to the Royal Arch l\Iason. 

SCOTCH RITE, ANCIENT AND ACCEPTED. Thir rite, 
which was organized in its present form in France, early in the 
eighteenth century, derives its title from the claim made by those 
who established it in that country, that it was originally instituted 
in Scotland, a claim whose validity is now generally disputed. It 
is, next to the York rite, perhaps the most extensively diffused 
throughout the masonic world. Supreme Councils, or lodges of 
this rite, exist in England, Scotland, Ireland, France, Belgium, 
the United States, and many other countries. The administra-
1ve power of the rite is deposited in Supreme Councils of Sove
reign Grand Inspectors General, one of which Councils only C;an 
exist in a nation, except in the United States of America, where 
there are two, one at Charleston, in South-Carolina, for the South, 
and one at Boston, for the North.* 

The Scotch rite, or as it is now more usually designated, the 
Ancient and Accepted rite, consists of thirty-three degrees, divi
ded as follows : 

1. Entered Apprentice. 
2. Ji,ellow-Craft. 
3. Master l\Iason. 

These degrees are conferred in a symbolic lodge, and diff~• 

only in a few points from the same degrees as conferred in a lodge 
of the York rite. 

4. Secret !\laster. 
5. Perfect !\laster. 
6. Intimate Secretary. 
7. Provost and Judge. 

* See S11prcme Council. 
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R. Intendant of the Buildings. 
9. Elected Knights of Nine. 

10. Illustrious Elect of Fifteen. ' 
11. Sublime Knights Elected. 
12. Grand 1\Iaster Architect. 
13. Knight of the Ninth Arch. 
14. Grand Elect, Perfect and Sublime l\Iason. 
These degrees are conferred in a body called a Lodge of Per

fection, the presiding officer of which must be in possession of the 
16th degree. 

15. Knight of the East. 
16. Prince of Jerusalem. 

· These two degrees are conferred in a body called a Council of 
Princes of Jerusalem. 

17. Knight of the East and West. 
18. Sovereign Prince of Rose Croix. 
These two degrees are conferred in a body called a Chapter of 

Princes of Rose Croix. 
19. Grand Pontiff. 
20. Grand 1\Iaster of all Symbolic lo~ges. 
21. Noachite, or Prussian Knight. 
22. Knight of the Royal Axe, or Prince of Libanus. 
23. Chief of the Tabernacle. 
24. Prince of the Tabernacle. 
25. Knight of the Brazen Serpent. 
26. Prince of Mercy, or Scotch Trinitarian. 
27. Sovereign Commander of the Temple. 
28. Knight of the Sun. 
29. Grand Scotch Knight of St. Andrew. 
30. Grand Elect Knight Kadosh. 
31. Grand Enquiring Commander. 
32. Sublime Prince of the Royal Secret. 
These degrees, from the 19th inclusive, are conferred in a bod;r 

designated as a Consistory of Princes of the Royal Secret .. but 
Si 
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they confer the 30~h, 31st, anQ 32d, only as the proxie~ of t.h.e 
Supreme Councils. 

33. Sovereign Grand Inspector Generals. 
This degree is given in a body called the Supreme Council, 

which is the administrative head of the rite. 
Ff)r further details, see the article Supreme Oonncil. 

SC:OTCH TRINITARIAN. See Prince of .llfercy. 

SCRIBE. The Scribe is the third officer in a Royal Arch 
Chapter, and is the representative of Haggai. The Sophar, or 
Scribe, in the earlier Scriptures, was a kind of military secretary, 
but in the latter he was a learned man, and doctor of the laws, 
who expounded them to the people. Thus Arta.xerxes calls Ezra 
the priest, "a Scribe of the law of the God of heaven." Horne* 
says that the Scribe was the King's Secretary of State, who re
gistered all acts and decrees. It is in this sense that Haggai is 
called the Scribe in Royal Arch l\Iasonry. 

SCYTHE. This is one of the melancholy emblems in the 
l\Iaster's degree, reminding us of the rapid flight of time, and 
that death, with inexorable haste, will visit alike the prince's 
palace and the peasant's hut. 

SEAL. No masonic document is valid beyond the jurisdic
tion in which the lodge from which it emanates, resides, unless 
it have appended to it the seal of the Grand Lodge. Foreign 
Grand Lodges never recognise the transactions of subordinate 
lodges out of their jurisdiction, unless the good standing of the 
said lodges is guaranteed by the seal of their Grand Lodge, and 
t:he signatures of the proper officers. 

SEAL OF SOL0:\10~. This is a double triangle, and is 

* Introdn«:!tion to ~criptures. iii. 93. 
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a1Fo sometimes c<11le·l the c ~ Shield of David." For its form, see the 
art.cle Tricmgle, double Hichardson, in his Persian and Arabic 
lJ.ctionary, says, that the 1nuhr Solin"~Jan, or Seal of Solomon, was 
two triangles interlaced. The Orientalists attributed many virtues 
to this seal, and the Talmudists say that it was inscribed on the 
f<mndation stone of the Temple. 

SECRECY. The objection which has been urged agaiust 
Freemasonry on the ground of its secret cha1·acter, is scarcely 
worthy of serious refutation. It has bec0me threadbare, and 
always has been the objection only of envious and illiberal minds. 
Indeed, its force is immediately destroyed, when we reflect that 
to no worthy man need our mysteries be, for one moment, covereu 
with the veil of concealment, for to all the deserving are our 
portals open. But the traditions and esoteric doctrines of our 
order are too valuable and too sacred to be permitted to become 
the topic of conversation for every idler who may desire to oc
cupy his moments of leisure in speculations upon subjects which 
require much previous study and preparation to qualify the critic 
for a ripe and equitable judgment. Hence are they preserved, 
like the rich jewel in its casket, in the secret recesses of our 
lodge, to be brought forth only when the ceremonies with which 
their exhibition is accompanied, have inspired that solemnity of 
feeling with which alone they should be appro:whed. 

SECRETARY. An officer who records the proGeedings and 
conducts the correspondence of the lodge. The office of Grand 
Secretary, in the Grand Lodge, was created in the year 1722, 
under the Grand l\Iastersbip of the Duke of Wharton, the duties 
having been previously performed by the Grand Wardens.* 

SECRET l\IASTER. The fourth degre<' of the Ancient 
Scotch rite, and the first of what are called the "Ineffitbln N 

--- --------------------
* See Anderson's Constitutions~ p. 205. 
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Sublime degrees.'' In it is explained the mystic meaning of 
thoRe things which are contained in the Sanctum Sanctorum 

The Mast.er represents Solomon coming to the temple to clee:t 
seven experts to replace the loss of an illustrious character. He 
is sty led l\lost Powerful. There is one Warden who rcprcsen ts 
the noble Adoniram, who had the inspection of the workmen on 
l\iount Libanus, and who was the first Secret 1\Iaster. The lodg,J 

is clothed with black, and enlightened by eighty-one lights, ar
ranged by nine times nine. 

The jewel of this degree is an ivory key, on which is en
graved the letter Z, suspended from a white ribbon edged with 

black. 
The apron is white, edged with black; the flap blue, and an 

All-Seeing Eye engraved thereon. The white is emblematjc of 

candour and innocence, the black of grief. 

SECRET MONITOR. A side degree very extensively known 
in the Unjted States, and which is intended to strengthen the 
bonds of fraternal affection which should exist among al1 }fa
sons. During its ceremonies, which are very simple, the beauti

ful and affecting history of the friendship between David and 
Jonathan, which is contained in the twentieth chapter of the first 
book of Samuel, is recited. 

SEEING. One of the five human senses, whose importance 

is treated of in the Fellow-Craft's degree. By sight, things at a 
distance are, as it were, brought near, and the obstacles of space 
overcome. So in Freemasonry, by a judicious use of this sense, 
in modes which none but :Masons comprehend, men distant from 
each other 1n langunge, in religion and in politics, are brought 
near, and the impediments of birth and prt•judjce are overthrown. 
But, in the natural world, sight cannot be exercised without tbe 
necessary assistance of light, for 1n durknes~ we are unable to 

see. So in the }ln~on, the peeuli.ar <~dvantctges of masonic st!Jhl 
require, for their enjoyment, the bles1ing of mnsnn/(' i gltt Illu· 
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tninated by its divine rays, the }\last n sees wlwrc t.tht n; are 
blind; and that which to the profane is but the du.rknes~ of igno· 
ranee, is to the initiated filled with the light of knowledge and 
understanding. 

SELEUT MASTER. The same observations that have be~n 
made in relation to the degree of Royal Master, are applicable 
to this, as they are both intimately connected. It records the 
traditions connected with the concealment of important mysteries 
at the building of the first temple, and furnishes an important 
link in the great chain of history which connects the incidents 
of Ancient Craft Masonry with those that constitute the essence 
of the Royal Arch. 

In the United States, the Royal Arch is considered as the 
:seventh degree, those l:>f .Mark Past and l\Iost Excellent l\Iaster 
being interposed between it and the third. In one or two of the 
States, however, the Royal and Select Masters have been inserted 
after the Past and before the Most Excellent, and within a few 
years an attempt has been made to make this innovation general. 

This has arisen from a recent controversy on the subject of 
jurisdiction. The Royal and Select degrees belonged originally 
to the Supreme Councils of the Ancient and Accepted Rite, and 
were conferred under their authority, and by their deputies. 
This authority and jurisdiction these Councils 110 huger daim; 
and, for tuany years pa~t, through their negligence, the Councils 
of Royal and Select Masters, in most of the States, have bean 
placed under the control of independent jurisdictions cnlled 
Grand Councils. Like all usurped authority, however, this claim 
of the State Grand Councils does not seem to have ever been 
universally admitted, or to have been very firmly established. 
Repeated attempts have been made to take the degrees out oi the 
hands of the Councils, and to place them in the chapters, there 
to be 1onferred as preparatory to the Royal Arch. The General 
Grand Chapter, in the triennial session of 18-!7, adopted a reso
lution, gTanting this permission to all chapters in States where 

37 -~ 
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no Grand Councils exist. Hut, seeing the manifest injustice and 
inexpediency of such a measure, at the fo11owing session of 1851), 
it refused to take any action on the subject of these degt·ees. In 
1853 it disclaimed all control over them. and forbade the chap
ters under its jurisdiction to confer them. 

There is no doubt in my own mind that the true jurisdiction 
of these degrees was vested in the Supreme Councils of the 
Ancient and Accepted Rite, and that tl1ey should be conferred 
rather as illustrations of, than as preparatory to, the Royal Arch. 
The Royal Arch degree itself contains the most essential parts 
of the legends of these degrees, and can be understood without 
them, although they furnish many additional particulars which 
it would be interesting to the masonic student to know. 

SENIOR "rARDEN. Sec Tl'(trdens. 

SENSES. The five hnman senses are Seeing, Hearing, Feel
ing, Smelling, and Tasting j of which the first three are, for cer
tain well known reasons, held in great estimation among ·i\Iasons. 
Their nature and uses form a part of the instru<:tion of the de
gree of Fellow-Craft. See tl1em under their rcspccti'V"e titles. 

SE:KTI.NEL. An officer in a Royal .Arch Chapter, in a 
Council of Knights of the Red Cross, and in a Commandcry of 
Knights Templar, whose duties are similar to tho~e of a Tiler in 
a symbolic lodge. 

SERPENT. The serpent obtained a prominent place among 
the symbols of the Spurious Freemasonry of the earliest ages. 
Among the Egyptians, it was the symbol of Divine \\risdow, 
when extended at length, and the serpent with his tail in his 
mouth was an emblem of eternity. The winged globe ami ~cr

pcnt symbolized their triune deity. ln the ritual of Zoroaster, 
the serpent was a symbol of the universe. In China, the ring 
between two serpent~ wa~ the symbcl of the world goYerned by 
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the power and wisdom of the Creator. The same device with, it 

is presumed, the same signification, is several times repeated on 

the Isiac table, which shows the universality of the symbol. Tn 
fact, serpent worship was one of the earliest deviations from the 

true system, and in almost all the ancient rites we find same al· 

Ius ion to this reptile. At the orgies of Bacchus,* the serpents 

were carried in the hands, or crowned the heads of the Baccha

nalians, while frequent cries of ''Eva, Eva," were frantically 

uttered. One of the ceremonies in the rites of Jupiter Sa basi us 

was to let a serpent slip down the back of the person to be initi· 

ated. According to Plutarch, the women of Mount Hremus, in 

Thrace, practised similar rites. According to Bryant, the wor

ship of the serpent began in Chaldea, and thenc~ passed jnto 

Egypt, where the serpent-god was called Can-oph, Can-eph, and 

C'neph. The Ethiopians introduced it into Greece. And so 

long did the serpent worship continue, that it is mentioned by 

Tertullian, and other fathers, as one of the early heresies of the 

Church, and practised by a sect called Ophites. Oliver says, 

that in Christian masonry the serpent is an emblem of the f<lll 

and subsequent 1·edemption of man. I do not, however, myself: 

deem it as a pure masonic symbol. When used, I suppose it to 

be with its ancient signification of Divine Wisdom and Eternity; 

accordingly as it is exhibited in a lengthened form, or convoluted 

with its tail in its mouth 

SEVEN. The number seven, among all nations, .bas been 

considered as a sacred number, and in every system of antiquity 

we find a frequent reference to it. The Pythagoreans called it. a 

*The Greek name of Bacchus is Dionysus, an account of whose mysteries 
is to be found in this volume. Wilford (Essay on Egypt, in tbe Asin.tic Re-
6earches) ~upposes this deity to ha.ve been identical with the Hindoo god, 
Dem-Nnl1usha, popularly called Deo-Naush. Now Faber (Horre )fosaic~e) 

tlerives Dionysus from this Deo-Nn.ush, and Naush fram the Hebrew won1 

t!'nJ, or Naash, a serpent, mak.ing Dionysus, or Deo-Nattsh, equivaicnt. 
therefore, to the god N nnsh, or the serpent-god. 
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"enerable number, because it referred to the creatiou, and be
cause it was made up of the two perfect figures, the triangle and 
the square. Among the Hebrew~, the etymology ~f the word 
shows its sacred import; for, from the word lJ:lt!' (shebang,) 
seven, is derived the verb V:lt!' (shabang,) to swea'r, be~'luse 
oaths were confirmed either by seven witnesses, or by seven vic
tims offered in sacrifiue, as we read in the covenant of Abraham 
and Abimelech. * (Gen. 21-28.) Hence, there is a frequent 
re~m-rence to this number in the Scriptural history. The Sab
bath was the seventh day; Noah received seven days' notice of 
the commencement of the deluge, and was commanded to select 
clean be:tsts and fowls by sevens; seven persons accompanied him 
into the ark; the ark rested on l\1ount Ararat in the seventh 
mouth; the "intervals between despatching the dove, were, each 
time, seven days; the walls of Jericho were encompassed seven 
days, by seven priests, bearing seven rams' horns j Solomon was 
secen years building the temple, which was dedicated in the 
seventh month, and the festival lasted seven days; the candle
stick in the tabernacle consisted of seven branches, and finally, 
the tower of Babel was said to have been elevated seven stories 
before the dispersion. 

Among the heathens, this number was equally sacred. t A 
few instances of their reference to it, may be interesting. There 
were seven ancient planets, seven Pleia.des, and seven Hyades; 
seven altars burnt continually before the god l\Iithras j the Ara
bians had seven holy temples; the Hindoos supposed the world 
to be enclosed within the compass of seven peninsulas; the Goths 

*The radical meaning of .lJ:lt!-', is sufficiency or fulness, and the number 

seven was thus denominated, because it was on the seventh day that God com
pleted his work of creation; and "hence," says Parkhurst, "seven was hl)rh 
among believers and h .... a.thens the number of sufficiency or complcti< n.'' ·-
l.e:cic. N. 'l'. in voc. rnra. 

t Cicero, in his Dream of Scipio, calls it the bindi11g knot of all tllir•:t' . 

"qui numerus rerum omnium fere nodus est." Som. Scrip. 5. And Platu, iu 
his Tim~us, taught that the soul of the world, 11 anima mundana," was geu~· 
rateu out of the number seven. • 
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nad .~even deities, viz. : the Sun, the l\loon, Tuisco, W odcn, 

Tl10r, Friga, and Seatur, from whose names are derived our days 
uf the week ; in the Persian mysteries were set:en spacious 
cavern.,, through which the aspirant bad to pass; in the Gothic 
mysteries, the candidate met with seven obstructions, which were 
called the "road of the seven stnges; and finally, sacrifices were 
always considered as most efficacious when the victims were seven 

in number.* 

*An anonymous writer adds the following to the list above cited, of the 
consecrations of the number sevt:!n: 

"In sh days earth's creation was perfected- the seventh was comecrated to 
rest. If Cain be av~nged se,·enfold, Lamech seventy and sevenfold. Abra
ham pleaded seven times for Souom ; he ga\'e seven ewe lambs to Abimelech 
for a well of water. Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and also another 
seven years. Joseph mourned seven da}'s for Jacob. Laban pursued after 
Jacob seven days' journey. The seven years of plenty, and the seven years 
of famine, were foretold in Phara.oh's dream by the seven fat and lean beasts, 
u.nd the seven ears of blasted corn. Tbe children of Israel wero to eat un
leavened bread seven days. The young of animals were to remain with the 
dam seven days, and at the close of the seventh to be taken away. By the 
old law, man was commanded to forgive bis offending brother seven times, but 
the meekness of the Saviour extended his forbearance to seventy times seven. 
On the seventh month a holy observance was commanded to the children of 
Israel, who fasted seven days, and remained seven days in tents. E\·ery 
seventh year was directed to be a year of rest for all things, and at the end of 
seYen times seven years commenced the jubilee; they were to observe a feast 
seven days, after they had gathered in their corn and wine ; seven days they 
were to keep a solemn feast, as they had been blessed in the work of their 
hands. Every seventh year the land lay fallow. Every seventh vear there 
was a general release from all debts, and bondsmen were set free. E\·ery 
seventh year the law was directed to be read to the people. If they were 
~bedient, their enemies should ft ee before tbem seven ways; if disobedient, 
their enemies should chase them seven ways. Hannah, the mother of 
Samuel, in her thanks says, that the barren hatb brought forth seven, as some 
Jewish writers sny that his name answers to the value of the letters in the 
Hebrew word, wbicb signify seven. Seven of Saul's sons were hanged to sta.v 
a famine. Jesse had seven sons, the youngest of whom ascended the throne 
ot Isrnol. 'rhe number of animals in sundry of their oblations, were limited 
to seven. Seven days were appointed for an atonement on the altar, and 
lbe priest's son was appointed to wear his fath~r's g:uwent se,•en days." 

Were it necessary, the list might be still further enlarged. 
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In Freemasonry, seven is an essential and importar. t numl~er, 
uud thro'.15hout the whole system the septenary influence extend~ 
it~elf itt a thousand different wavs . ., 

SHEKEL. A weight among the Hebrews, of which there 
were twp kinds, the king's shekel, and that of the sanctuary; 
tl'e latter being double the value of the former. The common 
ur king's shekel, which is the one alluded to, in thE: :Mark de
gree, was worth about half a dollar: Thr.. shekel was not a coin, 
but a definite weight of golJ. or silver, which, being weighed out., 
pas~ed as current money :1.mong the Hebrews. The half shekel 
has been adopted as the value of a mark, because it was the 
amouut paid by each Isra~Iite after he arrived at manhood~ to
wards the support of the Temple, and was hence, called tribute 
money. 

SHEKINAH. The Divine presence manifested by a visible 
cloud rest.ing over the mercy seat in the holy of holies. It first 
appeared over the ark when ~Ioses con~ecrated the Tabernacle; 
and was afterwards, upon the consecr·ation of the Temple by _So
lomon, translated thither, where it remained until the destruction 
of that building. 

SHIBBOLETH. The word nSJt!1, in Hebrew, has two 
significations; 1, An ear uf corn; and 2, A stream of water. This 
is the word which the Gileadites, by the orde1· of J eptha, required 
the Ephraimites to pronounce. As the latter were desirous of 
crossing the river Jordan, and as the word signifies a stream of 
water, it is probable that this meaning suggested it as an appro. 

priate test word on that occasion. The proper sound of the first 
letter of this word is sh, a harsh breathing which is exceedingly 
difficult to be pronounced by persons whose ,·ocal organs have not 
been accustomed to it. Such was the case with the gphraiwit~.,, 
who substituted for the aspiration the hissing sound of s. Their 
organs of voice were incapable of the aspiration and, therefore, ae 
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the record has it, they "could not frame to pronounce it right." 
The learned Burder remarks that in Arabia the difference of pro· 
nuuciation among persons of various districts is much greater than 
in most other places, and such as easily accounts for the circum
stance mentioned in the passage of Judges.* Hutchinson, speak
ing of this word, rather fancifully derives it from the Gre.ek uc{:w, 

I reve1·e, and J.dJo;, a stone, and therefore, he says '' ~'/3ui..!Oull, 
Sibbolithon, Colo Lapidem, implies that they (the l\lasons) re
tain and keep inviolate their obligations, as the Juramentum 
pe1' Jovem Lapid~m, the ffi()St obligatory oath held among the 
heathen." t 

SHOE. Among the Ancient Israelites, the shoe was made 
use of in several significant ways. Tv put off the shoes, imported 
revei·ence, and was done in the presence of God, or on entering 
the dwelling of a superior. To 'u,nloose one's shoe and give it to 
another, was the way of confirming a contract. Thus we read in 
the book of Ruth, that Boaz having proposed to the nearest kins
men of Ruth, to exercise his legal right., by redeeming the land 
of .Naomi which was offered for sale, and marrying her daughter
in-law, the kinsman being unable to do so, resigned his right of 
purchase to Boaz; and the narrative goes on to say, "Now this 
was the manner in former time in Israel concerning redeeming 
and concerning changing, for to confirm all things; a man plucked 
off his shoe, and gave it to his neighbour: and this was a testimony 
in Israel. Therefore the kinsman said unto Boaz, Buy it for tbee. 
So he drew off his shoe." Ruth iv. 7, 8. 

As to the ancient custom of taking off the shoes as a mark of 
reverence, the reader is referred to the article Discalceation. 

SHOVEL. One of the ·working tools of a Royal Arch )Jason 

* Burtler's Oriental Customs, vol. ii. numb. 782. 
t llult~binson, Spirit of .Masonry, p. 113. 
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The working tools of this degree are the Crow, Pickaxe and Shovel, 
which may be thus explained. 

The crow is au implement used to raise heavy stones, the pick
axe to loosen the soil and prepare it for digging, and the shovel 
to remove 1·ubbish. But the Royal Arch ~lason is speculatively 
taught to use them for a more glorious and exalted purpose. By 
them he is admonished to raise his thoughts above the corrupting 
influence of wordly-mindedness, loosening from his heart the hold 
of evil habits, and removing the rubbish of passions and preju
dices that he may be fitted, when he thus escapes from the capti
vity of sin, for the search and the reception of Eternal Truth and 
Wisdom. 

SIDE DEGREES. These are degrees, which have generally 
been the invention of Grand Lectures, but which have no con
nection with the ritual of masonry, and whose legality is not ac
knowledged by Grand Lodges. Some of them are very interesting, 
with an evident moral tendency, while others again, are trifling, 
and with no definite nor virtuous object in view. The worst of 
them, however, can only be considered, in the language of Preston, 
as ''innocent and inoffensive amusements." 

SIGNATURE. A Mason receiving from a lodge a certificate, 
is required to affix in the margin his signature in his usual hand
writing, as a means of identifying the true owner from a false 
pretender, in case the certificate should be lost, and thus come 
into the possession of any one not legally entitled to it. See l{e 

l r • t a.ne ur. 

SIGNET. A private seal set in a ring. The ancient Ori
entalists engraved names and sentences on their seals, a custom 
which the modern :Mohammedans continue to follow. l\lany of 
these signet rings have, within a few years past, been dug up in 
Egypt, having the letters of a name cut in cameo on one 8ide, and 
a figure of the sacred beetle on the other A signet wns often 
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given by the owner to another person, and served in sucl a case 
as a pass, investing the receiver with all the authority possessed 
by the giver. 

Signets were originalJy engraved altogether upon stone, and, 
according to Pliny, metal ones did not come into use until the 
time of Claudius Cresar. The signet of Zerubbabel was, therefore, 
most probably of stone. The signet of Solomon is said to ha-v6 
been an interlaced, double triangle within a circle, and having 
the name of God engraved thereon. 

SITUATION OF THE LODGE. See East. 

SIX PERIODS, THE GRAND ARCHITECT'S. "The 
Grand Architect's si:x periods'' is an expression used by 1\Iasons 
tC\ designate the six days of the Creation. Our masonic books 
dilate upon them as a proper means of stimulating the ~Iason to 
industrious labour during the week, that he may be enabled to rest 
upon the Sabbath, to contemplate the glorio~s works of Creation 
and adore their great Creator. 

S~IELLlNG. One of the five human senses, and as the 
recipient of the numerous fragrant odours that arise from the 
flowers of the field and other objects of nature and art, a source 
of enjoyment to man. 

SOLO~IO~. King of Israel and First Grand l'Iaster of 
Freemasonry. His h1story is full of interest to the fraternity. 
He was the son of David and Bathsheba, and was born in the 
year of the world 28 71. Of him it had been propbeeied to his 
father, "Behold a son shall be born to thee, who shall be a man 
of rest; and I will give him rest from all his enemies round 
about; for his name shall be Solomon, and I will give peace 
and quietness unto Israel in his day. He shn.ll build a house for 
my name, he shall be my son, and I will be his father; and I 

38 
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will establish the throne of his kingdom over Israel forever.'' 
1 Chron. xxii. 9, 10. 

Solomon bad scarcely commenced his reign, when he began 
, to prepare for the fulfilment of his father's last solemn injunc

tions to build a temple to the :Most lligh. '\Y ith this view he 
applied for help to the most powerful of his allies, Hiram, King 
of Tyre, a prince of a liberal disposition, who, far from envying 
Solomon's wealt.h and fame, cordially assisted him, and supplied 
him, not only with the pl'oper materials, but also with labourers, 
and above all with an architect of surpassing skill in every kind 
of cunning workmanship. Solomon now appointed a tribute to 
be laid on all the people, of 30,000 labourers, whom he divided 
into three classes of 10,000 in each. Each of these classes 
worked one month in cutting timber on 1\lount Lebanon, and 
then rested two. Over these he placed Adoniram as Junior 
Grand 'Varden. There were also 80,000 masons, and 70,000 
labourers or men of burden, the remains of the old Canaanites, 
who are not reckoned among the masons, and 3300 overseers, 
with 300 rulers, making in all 183,600 persons engaged upon 
the Temple, of whom 113,600 were masons. 

The Temple was begun on :Monday, the 2d day of the month 
Zif, corresponding to the 21st of April, in the year of the world 
2992, and 1012 years before the Christian era, and was com
pleted in a little more than seven years, on the 8th day of the 
month Bul, or the 23d of October, in the year of the world 
2999, during which period no sound of axe, hammer, or other 
metallic tool was heard, every thing having been cut and framed 
in the quarries or on ~Iount Lebanon and brought properly pre
pared to Jerusalem, where they were fitted up by means of 
wooden mauls. 

"The Old Constitutions ayer," (I nere quote from Anderson,) 
H that some short time before the consecration of the Temple, 
King Hiram came from Tyre, to take a view of that mighty edi
fice: and to inspect the different parts thereof, in which he was 
accom1)anied by King Solomon and the Deputy Grand i\Iaster, 
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Hiram Abif j and after his 'iew thereof declared the Temple to 
be the utmost stretch of human art. Solomon here again re· 
newed the league with Hiram, and maJe him a present of the 
Sacl'ed Scriptures translated into the Syriac tongue, which, it is 
~aid, is still extant among the Maronites and other Eastern Chris
tians, under the name of the old Syraic version." 

Solomon next employed the craft in the construction of other 
works, such as his two palaces at Jerusalem, and his house of the 
forest of Lebanon, besides several cities, the most magnificent of 
which was Tadmor or Palmyra. . 

But although Solomon had now become the ruost renowned of 
all the princes of his time, exceeding in riches and wisdom all 
who had gone before him, he, at length, forsook the law of his 
fathers, and began to worship the false gods of his strange wh·es. 
During his idolatry, he built temples to Chemosh, )loloch, and 
Asbtaroth. But repenting of his grievous sin, about three years 
before his death, he exclaimed, " Vanity of Vanities, all is Van
ity !" He died at the age of fifty-eight, in the year of the world 
3029, and before Christ 975. 

Solomon is supposed to preside, or rather the l\Iaster is his 
representative, in Lodges of Fellow-Crafts, 1\Iaster 1\Iasons, nlark, 
Past and l\1ost Excellent l\Iasters, and in Councils of Select 
1\Iasters, and also in several of the Ineffable degrees. See more 
on this subject under the title Temple, Organization at the. 

SORROW LODGES. It is the custom among l\Iasons on 
the continent of Europe to hold ~pecial lodges at stated periods, 
for the purpose of commemorating the virtue') and deploring the 
loss of their departed members and other distinguished worthies 
of the fraternity who have died. These are culled Funeral or 
Sorrow lodges. In Germany they are held annually j in France 
at longer intervals. A French lodge in New York, "L'Union 
Francaise," holds them decennially. Sorrow lodges haYe also, 
out not lately, been held by a French lodge in Charleston, S. C., 
r' La Candeur." The custom has been pursued by two lodgee in 



448 SOU-SOY 

New York, ''Pythagoras. No. 86," and ''St. Jol10's, Xo. G." 
and they at·e also now frequently held by bodies of the ~\n<:ient 
Scottish rite. 1'he custom is a good one, that is, eminently 
consistent with the principles of Freemasonry, and which I 
should rejoice to see universally adopted by American lodges. 
On these occasions the lodge is clothed in the habiliments of 
mourning and decorated with the emblems of death, solemn 
music is played, funeral dirges are chanted, and eulogies on the 
life, character and masonic virtues of the dead are deliYered. 

SOUTH. When the sun is at his meridian height, his invi
gorating rays are darted from the south. '\Vhen he rises in the 
east, we are called to labour; when be sets in the west, our daily 
toil is over; but when he reaches the south, the hour is high 
twelve, and we are summoned to refreshment. 

SOVEREIGN COl\Il\IANDER OF TilE TEl\IPLE. Sou
vera1.·n Oornnwndeur du, Temple. The 27th degree of the An
cient Scotch rite. The presiding officer is styled "l\Iost Tilus
trious and ~lost Valiant," the \Vardens are called "l\Iost Sover
eign Commanders," and the Knights "Sovereign Commanders/' 
The place of meeting is called a "Court." The apron is flesh
coloured, lined and edged with black, with a Teutonic cross en
circled by a wreath of laurel and a key beneath, all inscribed in 
blnck upon the flap. The scarf is red bordered with black, 
hanging from the right shoulder to the left hip, and suspending 
u. Teutonic cross in enamelled gold. The jewel is a triangle of 
gold, on which is engraved the in~ffable name in Hebrew. It is 
suspended from a white collar bound with red and embroidered 
with four Teutonic crosses. 

Vassal, Ragon, and Cla\"'el are all wrong in connecting this de
gree with the Knights Templar, with which order its own ritual 
declares that it is not to be confounded. It is without a lecture. 
\7 assai expresses the following opinion of this degree: 

"The 2ith d Jgree does not deserve to be classed in the Scotch 
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nte as a degree, since it contains neither symbols nor allegoric~ 
that connect it with initiation. It deserves still less to be ran l\ed 
among the philosophic degrees. I imagine that it has been in. 

t.ercalated only to supply an hiatus, and as a memorial of an order 
once justly celebrated.''* 

SOVEREIGN GRAND INSPECTOR GENERAL. The 

.~Sd and last degree of the Ancient and Accepted Scotch rite. 
Its members constitute a Supreme Council, which is the chief 
tribunal of masonry in that rite. This degree was instituted in 

the year 1786, under the following circumstances. By the con· 
stitutions of the Scotch rite, which were ratified on the 25th of 

U;;tober, 1762, the King of Pru~sia was proclaimed as its chief, 
with the title of Sovereign Grand Inspector General and Grand 
Commander. The higher councils and chapters could not be 
l)ptmed without his presence, or that of a substitute appointed by 
him. All the transactions of the Consistory of the 32d degree, 
then the highest, required his sanction, or that of his substitute, 
and various other masonic prerogatives were attached to his office. 
No provision had, however, been made in the constitutions for bis 
succe:>sor; ar1d, as it was absolutely necessary that some arrangement 
shrmU be m~de by which the supreme power should not become 
extinct on his death, the king establi:Shed the 33d degl'ee, out 
of the p·•s;-;es:mrs of which the Supreme Council is formeJ , a bndy 
posses~ing all the mas~uic rights and prerogati,·es formerly ex· 
ercised by the King: of Prussia. See S~tprem.e Council. 

The order or badge of the degree is a white S<lsb, four inches 

bro:.td, edged with gold fringe, and suspended from the right 
shoulder to the left hip. At the bottom is a red and white rose, 
and on the part that crosses the breast must be a triangle of gnld 
surronn led by a sun, an·l within the triangle the figures 33. On 
each si.le of thi; emblem, at the distance of two inches, mu~t be 

a drawn d.a.!!gl"'r. 

* Vassal, Cours Mac;onique, p. 507. 
38* 
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The jewel is a black-double beaded eagle of Prussia, with go]· 
den bealu:: and crowned with an imperial crown of gold, holding a 
naked sw )rd in his claws. 

There is no apron worn in this degree. 
The motto of the order is Deus meumque Jus, "God and my 

right." 

SOVEREIGN l\IASTER. The presiding officer in a Coun
cil of Knights of the Red Cross. He represents Darius, King 
of Persia. 

SPECULATIVE l\IASONRY. Freemasonry is called spe
culative masonry, to distinguish it from operative masonry, which is 
engaged in the construction of edifices of stone. Speculative ma
sonry is a science, which, borrowing from the operative art its 
'\vorking tools and implements, sanctifies them, by symbolic in
struction, to the holiest of purposes-the veneration of God, and 
the purification of the soul. 

The operative mnson constructs his edifice of material substan
ces; the speculative mason is taught to erect a spiritual building, 
pure, and spotless, and fit for the residence of him who dwelleth 
only with the good. The operative mason works according to the 
designs laid down for him on the trestle board by the an·hitect.; 
the speculative is guided by the great trestle board, on which is 
inscribed the revealed will of God, the Supreme Architect of 
heaven and earth j the operative mason tries each stone and part 
of the building by the square, level and plumb; the Rpeculative 
mason examines every action of his life by the square of morality, 
seeing that no presumption nor vain glory has caused him to 
transcend the level of his allotted destiny, and no vicious pro· 
pensity has led him to swen·e from the pJumb line of rectitude. 
And lastly, as it is the business of the operative ma~on, when his 
work is done, to prove every thing "true and trusty," so is it the 
object of the speculative mason, hy a uniform tenor of Yirtuous con 
duct, to rncei veJ when his allotted course of life has passed, the inap-
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pt~ciable reward, from his Celestial Grand l\laster, of ''Well done, 
thou good and faithful servant." 

SPHINX. A fabulous monster, to which the ancients give 
the face of woman and the body of a lion. It is found in great 
abun<lance on Egyptian monuments, and Plutarch says that it 
was always placed before the temples of the Egyptians to indicate 
that their religion was enigmatical. As a symbol of mystery it 
has been adopted as a masonic emblem. 

SPURIOUS FREEl\IASONRY. Dr. Oliver, one of the most 
learn ed and philosophic 1\Ia~ons of this or perhaps any other time, 
contends that "the science. which we now denominate Speculati re 
1\Iasonry was coeval, at least, with the creation of our globe, and 
that the far-famed mysteries of idolatry were a subsequent insti
tution, founded on similiar principles, with the design of convey
ing unity and permanence to the false worship, which it otherwise 
could never have acquired." This schism from the pure and 
original source has been designated by the name of the Spurious 
Freemasonry of Paganism, to distinguish it from the purer system, 
which this theory supposes to have descended in a direct and un
interrupted line to the Freemasons of the present day. 

In a later work, Dr. OliYer still further explains his idea of the 
spurious Freemasonry. The legends and truths which were 
transmitt~d pure through the race of Seth, were altered and cor
rupted by that of Ca1n, and much confusion arose in consequence 
of the frequent intercommunications of these two races aefore the 
Deluge, though the truth would st111 be understood by the faith
ful. Of these was Noah, who, out of all these deviations of t.he 
antediluvians, was enabled to distinguish truth from falsehood, 
and to transmit the former in a direct line, according to Rosenberg, 
through Shem, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Levi, K elhoth, Amrarn, 
Moses, Joshua, the Elders, the Prophets and th(' wise men to So
lomon. Hence Freemasons are sometimes called .Noachidro, the 
descendants and disciples of Noah. 
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But Ham had been long familiar with the corrnption~ tf tho 
<)ystem of Cain and with the gradual deYiations from truth which 
had crept into the system of Seth, and after the deluge he pro· 
pagated the worst features of both systems among his descendants, 
out of which he or his immediate posterity formed the institution 
known, by way of distinction, as the Spurious Freemasonry.* 

Such is the theo1~y advanced on this subject which is now very 
generally admitted by masonic writers. The doctrine is, however, 
imperfect, unless we ad\'ance one step further. 

The spurious Freemasonry had descended through the Gymno
sophists of India to Egypt, and thence into Greece, and perhaps 
by a different route to Scandinavia and the northern nations of 
Europe. Among all these it appeared 1n the form of initiations 
and mysteries whose legends bore just sa-much of the remains of 
truth as to evince their divine origin, and yet so much uf false
hood as to demonstrate their human corruption. 

There was, in after times, a communication between one branch 
vf this spurious Freemasonry and the true system. This took 
place at the Temple of Solomon, between the Jewish )la:o:ons and 
the Dionysian Artificers, when true Freemasonry borrowed its 
present organization from the greater practical wisdom of the 
Dionysian, without, however, surrendering any of its truth. And 
the bond of this union between the two bodies which had ~o long 
divided the world, was Hiram Abif, who was him~elf a member 
of both systems-of the true system by birth, as the son of Jcwi~h 
parents-and of the spurious by profession and residence, as an 
artificer of Tyre. 

SQUARE. The square is an angle of ninety degrees. or the 
f:urth part of a circle. It is one of the workin~ to( ls of ~ 
Fellow Craft, and the distinctive jewel of the ~laRter of a lodge. 
The square is an important implement to operatiYe masons, for 

* Olh·er's llistor. Landmarks, i. 60. 

.. 
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by it they are enabled to correct the errors of the eye, and to ad. 
just with precision the edges, sides, and angles of their work. 
The nicest joints are thus constructed, and stones are fitted with 
accuracy, to fill their destined positions. Not less useful is this 
mstrument to speculative masons, as a significant emblem of mo
rality. As, by the application of the square, the stone is tried 
and proved, so, by the application of the principles ()f morality, 
each action of human life is judged, and approved or condemned, 
as it coincides with, or deviates trom, those eternal and immu .. 
table principles. And as the stone, that on inspection with the 
square does not prove "true and trusty," is rejected or its de
fects amended, so each action that is not consistent with the dic
tates and rules of morality is carefully avoided by him who 
wishes to erect a mental structure of virtue, that shall afford him 
honour in life and repose in death. 

And hence, as it is the duty of the Master of-the lodge to 
preserve among its members a strict attention to moral deport
ment, and to mark and instantly correct the slightest deviation 
from the rules of propriety and good conduct., the square is ap
propriately conferred upon him as the distinctive jewel of his 
office. 

:Masons are said to part on the square, because having met to
gether, their conduct should be such that, when they part_, no 
unkind expression or unfriendly action shall have deranged that 
nice adjustment of the feelings, which alone unites them in a 
band of brothers j an adjustment which can only be preserved 
by a constant application of the square of morality. 

STANDARD BEARER. An officer in a Commandery of 
Knights Templar, whose duty is sufficiently explained by hifl 
title. A similar officer exists in a Council of Knights of th~ 
Red Cross. 

STAR. The star with five points, which is fou.1d among tb~ 
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emblems of the Mastl.r's degree, is an allusion to the five points 
of Fellowship, or summary of a l\Iason's duty to his brother.* 

The blazing star in the centre of the l\losaic paYemcnt, is an 
emblem of that DiYine Being, whose beneficence h<.~s chcqucrcd 
the dark field of human life with brighter spots of happinc~s. 
Those brethren who delight to trace our astronomical symbols to 
the cradle of that science, Egypt, and to the Egyptian priests, 
its earliest cultivators, find in the seven stars depicted on the 
l\laster's carpet, a representati~n of the Pleiades, and in the 
blazing star an allusion to the dog-star, which the Egyptians 
called Anubis or the barker, because its rising wnrned them of 
the inundation of the Nile, which always quickly followed its 
appearance, and thus admonished them to retire from the lower 
grounds, just as the barking of a dog admonishes his master of 
approaching danger. 

* It is dangerous to differ in opinion, on a masonic subject, from Brother 
Moore, the Editor of the Magazine published at Boston (a work, my numerous 
obligations to which, I mny as well take this opportunity of acknowledging); 
but in his opinion of the five-pointed star, I cannot, unfortunately, agree witll 
him. In his Magazine, (vol. iv. no. 5,) he remarks, that Hit has no explana
tion in the degree, and is not a masonic emblem as genuine masonry is prac
tised in this country." The star of five points, so far as my opportunities 
reach, has been adopted in all our lodges, and if no explanation of it is given 
in our lectures, its manifest allusion is well understood. It is, therefore, as 
much a masonic emblem, as the equilateral triangle, which has the same uni
versal acceptation among the fraternity, without receiving any notice in our 
lectures. 

While on the subject of the star with five points, I cannot refrain from re
cording an interesting historical document, for which, by Lhe bye, I am in
debted to the work in which this emblem is denounced as unmasonic. At a 
celebration of the Festival of St. John the Baptist, in 18,14-, at Portland, 
Maine, R.·. W.·. Brother Teulon, a member of the Grand Lodge of Te"Xas, in 
reply to n. toast complimentary to the Masons of that republic, observed, 
" Texas is emphatically a masonic country; all our Presidents and Vice-Pre
sidents, and four-fifths of our State officers, were and are Masons : our national 
emblem, the 'Lone Star,-was cl10sen frotn among the emblems selected b!J 
Freemasonry, to illustrate the moral vh•tues-it is a .five-poiuted star, antl al
ltldes to the five point11 of fello!oBhip.''-See Jfoo1·e'11 Freemasou's Mag. vol. iii., 

P· 309. 
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In the English ritual, and formerly in 11ur c wn, the star is 
said to be commemorative of tnat star which apprared to guide 
the wise men of the East to the place of our Saviour's birth. 

In the Spurious Freemasonry of the Egyptians, the blazing 
star was the symbol of Horus the son of Isis-the suu-the pri~ 
mordial principle of existence. 

STATISTICS OF :MASONRY. The universality of ma-... 
soury is not more honourable to the order, than it is advanta-
geous to the brethren. From East to West, and from North to 
South, over the whole habitable globe, are our lodges dissemi
nated. Wherever the wandering steps of civilized men have 
left their foot-prints, there have our temples been established. 
The lessons of masonic lo\·e have penetrated into the wilderness 
of the "\Vest, and the red man of our soil has shared with his 
more enlightened brother the mysteries of our science : . while 
the arid sands of the African desert have more than once been 
the scene of a masonic greeting. The l\Iason, indigent and des
titute_, may find in every clime a brother, and in every land a 
home. 

The evidence of these assertions will be found in the following 
table of the countries in which Freemasonry is openly and avow
edly practised, by the permission of the public authorities. 
Such places as Austria, where, owing to the suspicious intolerance 
of the government: the lodges are obliged to be holden in private, 
are not mentioned. Italy and Hungary should be added. 

Anhalt-Bernburg, 
Anhalt-Dessau, 
Bavaria, 
Belgium, 
Bremen, 
Brunswick, 
Denmark, 

I. EuRoPE. 
l\Ialta, 
l\Iecklenburg-Schwerin1 

Norway, 
Portugal, 
Posen, Duchy of 
Prussia, 
Prussian-Pcland, 



England, 
France, 
Fra nkfort-on-1\Iaine, 
Guernsey, Isle of 
Hamburg, 
llanover, 
II esse. Darmstadt, 
Holland, 
Holstein Oldenburg, 
Ionian Islands, 
Ireland, 
Jersey, Isle of 
Lubeck, 
Luxemburg, 

Ceylon, 
China, 
India, 
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Saxe, 
Saxe-Coburg, 
Saxe-Gotha, 
Saxe-H il berghausen., 
Saxe-)leningen, 
Saxe-"' eimer, 
Suxony, 
Schwartzenberg-Rudolstadt. 
Scotland, 
Spain, 
Sweden, 
Switzerland, 
W urtemburg. 

II. AsiA. 

Persia, 
Pondicherry, 
Turkey, 

III. 0CEAXICA-

New South Wales, 
Java, 

Algeria, 
Bourbon, Isle of 
Canary Islands, 
Cape of Good Hope, 
Goa, 

Antigua, 
Barbadoes, 
Bermu.das, 

Sumatra. 
Sandwich Islands. 

IV. AFRICA. 

Guinea, 
Mauritius, 
Mozambique, 
Senegambia, 
St. Helena. 

v. AliERCCA. 

:Marti nico, 
New Brunswick, 
Nova Sec tia, 



Br-&zil, 
Canada, 
Colombia, 
Cuba, 
Cura~oa, 
Dutch Guiana, 
English Guiana, 
French Guiana, 
Grenada, 
Guadeloupe, 
Hayti, 
Jamaica, 
Labrador, 
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Panama, 
Peru, 
Rio de Ia Plata, 
St. Bartholomew's, 
St. Christopher's, 
St. Croix, 
St. Eustatia, 
St. :Martin, 
St. Thomas, 
St. Vincent, 
Trinidad, 
United States, 
Venezuela. 

S'fR\V ARDS. Officers in a symbolic lodge, whose appoint. 
ment is generally vested in the Junior Warden. Their dnties 
are, to assist in the collection of dues and subscriptions; to pro
vide the necessary refreshments, and make a regular report to 
the Treasurer; and generally to aid the Deacons. and other offi
cers in the performance of their duties. The jewel of the office 
. . 
1s a cornucopia. 

STEWARDS' LODGE. The Stewards' or Grand Stewards' 
lodge, which still exists in some jurisdictions under peculiar local 
regulations, as a Standing Committee on Grievances, Charity, 
&c., was originally instituted on the 2-!th of June, 1735. In 
that year, says Anderson, upon an address from those that had 
been Stewards, the Grand Lodge, in colli3ideration of theh past 
services and future usefulness, ordained that they should be con
stituted a lodge of l\Iasters, to be called the Stewards' lodge; to 
be registered as such in the Grand l;odge book and printed lists, 
with the times and place of their meetings, and that they shou]u 
have 1 he privilege of sending tweh·e representatives to ttLO 

Grand Lodge, namely, a l\la.ster, two ~Vardens, and nine mort; 
39 
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STONE OF FOUNDATION. )la~0nry :ootaius a legeud 
of a cubical stone, on which was iuse;ribecl the sacred name 
within a mystical diagram. This stone is kncwn as the cc stone 

of foundation.'' For its history, see Onbical Stone. 

STREXGTH. One of the three principal suppmts of uut.

:.>onry. It is represented by the Doric column and the S.·. ,,V. ·., 
becau~e the Doric is the strongest and most mas3y of the orders, 

and because it is the duty of the S.·. ,V. ·., by an attentive super
intendence of the craft, to aid the \Y. ·. l\I. ·. in the performance 
of his duties, and to strengthen and support his authority. 
Hiram, King of Tyre, is als·o considered as the representative of 
the coluum of strength which supported the temple. 

SUBJ.JIME. In York masonry, this is the epithet applied to 
-r.he l\l::tster's degree. It alludes to the sublime nature of the 

doctrines taught in that degree, which are the resurrection of 
t.he body and the immortahty of the soul. 

SUBLIME GRA~D LODGE. Sometimes called the Inef

fable Lodge, or Lodge of Perfection. It is, in the Ancient 
Scotch rite, the lodge which confers the degrees from the fourth 

to the fourteenth inclusive. It must derive its \Yarrant of Con
stitution from a Grand Council of the Princes of Jerusalem: or 
from a higher council, or Sovereign Grnnd Inspector General. 

SUBLI~IE KNIGHT ELECTED. Sublime Olw·valier tlu. 
The 11th degree in the Ancient Scotch rite, sometimes call(;u 
''Twelve Illustrious Knights." After vengeance bad been taker! 
upon the traitors already mentioned in the decrees of Elected 
Knights of Nine and Illustrious Elected of Fifteen, Solomon, to 
reward those who had exhibited their zeal and fidelity in inflict
il)g the required punishment, as well as to make room. for the 
exaltation of others to the degree of Illustrjous Elected of Fif
teen, appointed twehe of these latter, chosen by ballot to consti
tute a new degree, on which he bestowed the name of Sublime 
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Kn;ghts Elected, and gaye them the command over the tweiva 
tribes of Israel. The Sublime Knights rendered an account each 
day to Solomon of the work that was done in the temple by 
their respective tribes, and received their pay. The lodge is 
~ailed a Grand Chapter. Solomon presides, with the title of 
rhrice Puissant, and instead of Wardens, there are a Grand In-. 
spector and a Master of Ceremonies. The room is hung with 
black, sprinkled with white and red tears. 

The apron is white, lined and bordered with black, with black 
strings; on the flap, a flaming heart. 

The sash is black, with a flaming heart on the breast, sus
pended from the right shoulder to the left hip. 

The jewel is a sword of justice. 
This is the last of the three Elus which are found m the An

cient Scotch rite. In the French rite they havo been condensed 
mto one, and make the fourth degree of that ritual, but not, as 
Ragon admits, with the happiest effect. 

SUBLii\JE PRINCE OF THE ROY .AL SECRET. Sou
ve'rain Prince d'lt Royal Secret. The 32d degree, and untH the 
year 1786, when the 33d was inf3tituted by Frederick, King of 
Prussia, the summit of the Ancient Scotch rite. The members 
are styled the Guardians of the '£reasure of the Temple. Its 
meetings are called Consistories. The 32d degree can only be 
conferred by authority of the Supreme Council of the 33d. 
This degree furnishes a. history peculiar to itse1f, of the origin of 
masonry, and an explanation of the symbolic meaning of the 
preceding degrees. 

Iw officers are numerous. The principal ones are a Thrice 
Illustrious Grand Commander, two Thrice Illustrious Lieutenant 
Grand Commanders, a "Minister of State, Grand Chancellor, 
~rand Treasurer, and Grand Secretary. 

The hangings of a Consistory are black, strewed with tears 
'';be jewel is a Teutonic cross. The apron is white, bordered 
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with black, and on it is inscribed the tracing-board Jf t.l1e degree 
On the flap of the apron is a double-headed eagle. 

SUBSTITUTE "'\YORD. The true English translation of 
this most important word has been most miserably distorted and 
corrupted by illiterate lecturers. A moderate acquaintance with 
the Hebrew language would have shown its correct meaning, and 
that when first used it was but a natural expression of horror 
and astonishment uttered by King Solomon. Its sig~ificatiOJl 
may be discovered by a reference to the separate syllables of 
which it is composed, and which are to be found in their alpha
betical order in the present work. The intelligent mason by 
putting them together in their proper order will obtain the wbole 
sentence. On such a subject I cannot, of course, he moTe ex
plicit. It may, however, be observed, in conclusion, that there 
can be no doubt that the word originally consisted of four sylla
bles, by which an equal, alternate division was mad~, and that in 
its present form it has been subjected to much corruption, the 
fourth or last syllable being now altogether omitted in pronun· 
ciation. 

SUCCOTH. .A town of Judea, 34 miles north-east of J erusa
lem, near which Hiram Abif cast the sacred vessels of the Tem
ple. See Clay Grounds. 

SUN AN]) 1\IOON. The sun and the moon, witl1 the 1\Iaster 
of the lodge, are depicted in the lodge by the three lesser lights, 
whose presence are to instruct the last that he should exercise 
the same regularity and precision in the superintendence of l1is 
lodge, ~s the two others exhibit in their government of the day 
and night. 

In all the Pagan initiations, we find traces of these sym b(ll~ 
which, as in masonry, were represented by the three superior 
officers of the mysteries. In Greece) the Bierophnnt, or revcul1·r 
of sacred things, the DaduchuR or torch-bearex und Ho cpi bo-
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wos, or altar-server, were the representatives of the Creator: the 
sun and moon, while the Ceryx or herald, as a Deacon, repre
sented l\lercury, who was the messenger of the gods. In the 
mysteries of India, the chief officers were placed in the east, the 
west, and the south, respectively to represent Brahma, or the 
rising; Vishnu, or the setting; and Siva, or the meridian sun. 
In the Druidical rites, the Arch-druid, seated in the east, was 
assisted by two other officers, the one in the west representing 
the moon, and the other in the south, representing the meridian 
aun.* 

The sun and the moon are preserved in our lodges, as emblems 
of the wisdom, and power, and goodness of God, who made the 
one to rule the day, and the other to govern the night; but the 
heathens, in departing from the true light, which masonry has 
preserved, confounded the creature with the Creator., and gave 
that adoration to the instruments which should only have been 
paid to the First Great Cause. 

Hence the origin of sun-worship, which was one of the first 
deviations from pure and patriarchal religion, and the evidence 
of which is to be found in the earliest mysteries of Osiris m 
Egypt, of Adonis in Phenicia, and of l\lithras in Persia. 

SUPER E:X:CELTJENT )fASTER. .A degree which is 
sometimes conferred in ('ouncils of Select .i\Iasters. It is founded 
on circumstances that occurred at. the destruction of the rremple 
by Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon. Its presiding officer is 
called ''Most Excellent King," and represents Zedekiah, the 
last King of Judah. The historical incidents of this degree, 
but less in detail) are to be found in the first part of the Royal 
Arch. 

I have the ritual of another degree of Super Excellent) given 
m Ireland) preparatory to the Royal Arch. But it 1s, or seem8 

* Olin-1', Signs and Symbols, p. 203. 
3H* 
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to be, a modification of the )lost Excellent :\I aster of the A mer
ican rite, and the Perfect Master ofthe .Ancient Scotch rite. 

SUPPORTS OF TI-IE LODGE. The institution of masonry, 
venerable for its antiquity, and its virtuous character, is said to 
be supported by Wisdom, Strength, and Beauf1J; for the w1sdum 
of its eminent founders was eugaged in its first design; the 
strength of its organization has enabled it to survive the fall c.f 

empires, and the changes of languages, religions, and manners 
which have taken place since its formation; and the beauty of 
holiness is exhibited in the purity and virtue that it inculcates, 
and in the morality of life which it demands of all its chlldren. 

Our lodges, thus supported, \vill find in these columns another 
analogy to their great prototype, the Temple of J eru~alcm. Fot 
that mighty fabric was designed by the 'wisdom of Solomon, 
King of Israel, who found strength to carry on the great under
taking in the assistance and friendship of Hiram, King of Tyre; 
and bea'uty to adorn the structure in the architectural skill and 
taste of Hiram, the widow's son. 

SUPREJfE COUNCIL OF GRAND INSPECTORS GEN
ERAL. The supreme masonic authority of the Ancient Scotch 
rite. It was established in li86, by Frederick II., King of 
Prussia, for the purpose of exercising, after his death, the ma· 
sonic prerogatives which he personally possessed as the acknow 
I edged head of the rite. Not more than one Supreme Council 
can exist in each natiou,* which w.ts originally composed of nine 
members, called Sor-ereign Grand Inspectors General, five of whom, 
at least, were to prufesR the Christ1nn religion. This rule is now 
abolished, and t.he uuruber of members has been increased. Its 
officers are as follows, all of whom are elected for life :-

A l\Iost Puissant Grand Com man dcr, who i~ the reprcsen ta ti \re 

:lf Frederick II., King of Prussia. 

*Two are permitted in the United States. 
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A l\Iost Illustrious Lieutenant Grand Commander, representing 
Louis of Bourbon. 

An Illustrious Treasurer General of the Holy Empire. 
An Illustrious Secretary General of the Holy Empire. 
An Illustrious Grand l\Iaster of Ceremonies. 
An Illustrious Captain of the Guards. 
The following account of the institution of the Supreme Coun

cil I have condensed from Dalcho, * and other authorities. 
In 1761, the lodges and councils of the superior degrees, being 

extended throughout the continent of Europe, Frederick II., 
King of Prussia, as Grand Commander of the order of Prince of 
the Royal Secret, was acknowledged as the head of the Scotch 
rite. The Duke of Suclermania was his deputy in Sweden, and 
J..~ouis of Bourbon in France. 

On the 25th of October, 1762, the Grand :Masonic Constitu 
tions were finally ratified in Berlin, and proclaimed for the 
government of all masonic bodies working m the Scotch rite 
over the two hemispheres. 

In the same year, they were transmitted to St.ephen :Morin, 
who had been appointed in August, 1761, Inspector General for 
the New 1Yorld, by the Grand Consistory of Princes of the Royal 
Secret., convened at Paris, under the presidency of Chaillon de 
Joinville, Substitute General of the order. 

When l\Iorin arrived in the West Indies, he, agreeably to his 
patent, appointed a Deputy Inspector General. This honour was 
conferred on ~I. Hayes, with the power of appointing others 
w~ere necessary. 

Hayes appointed Isaac Da Costa, Deputy Inspector General 
for the State of South Carolina, who, in 1783, established a 
Sublime Grand Lodge of Perfection in Charleston. After Da 
Costa's death, Joseph .l\Iyers was appointed to succeed him by 
Hayes, who also appointed Solomon Bush, Deputy Inspector 
General for Pennsylvania, and Barend !\1. Spitzer for Georgia ; 

* Orations, p. 68. 
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which appointments were confirmed by a Council of lusl'cctor!: 
that convened in Philadelphia on the 15th of June, 1 -sl. 

On the 1st of l\Iay, 1786, the Grand ConstitutiOns of thr 
~upreme Council of the 33d degree were ratified by the King of 
Prussia, by which the masonic prerogatives of Inspectors were 
deposited in a council consisting of nine brethren in each nation 

On the 20th of February, 1788, a Grand Council of Prince~ 
of ,Jerusalem was opened in Charleston, by .:Hyers, Spitzer, and 
A. Forst, Deputy Inspector General for Virginia. 

In 1795, Col. John )litchell was appointed by Spitzer a Deputy 
ln:.:pector General, in the place of ::\lyers, who had removed, but 
he was re8tricted from acting until after 1\lyers' death, which 
took place in the following year. 

On tl1e 31st of 1\lay, 1801, the Supreme Council of the 33d 
degree was opened in Charleston with the grand honours of ma
sonry, by John l\litchell and Frederick Dalcho, Sovereign Grand 
Inspectors General, and in the course of the succeeding two 
year:-:, the whole number of In~pectors General was completed. 

On the 5th day of August, 1813, a similar Supreme Council 
was, in accordance with the Secret Constitutions, duly and law
fully establi~hed and constituted at the city of New York,* by 
Emanuel De La. :i\Iotta, as the representative, and under the Ranc· 
tion and authority of the council at Charleston. The masonic 
jurisdiction of the New York council is distributed over tbe 
northern, north-western, and north-eastern parts of the lJ nited 
States. And this, with the council at Charleston, are the oulzt 
recognised councils which exist, or can ex1.'st, according to the 
Secret Constitutions in the United States. 

'l'bis was the origin of the Scotch rite in the United State>::> 
of which there now exist twc Supreme Councf s; one at Cbarlel: 
ton, S. C., and the other in the city of Boston both bodies b~iug 
in active operation. 

• The seat of this Council has lately been removed to Boston. 
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SUSPENSION. A masonic punishment by which a party is 
1emporarily deprived of his rights and privileges as a mason. 
Suspension may be definite or indefinite in the period of its dura
tion. A mason who has been indefinately suspended can be re
stored only by a vote of the body which suspended him. One 
who has been suspended for a definite period is restored by the 
termination of that period, without any special action of the 
lodge. 

SWEDENBORG, RITE OF. We have seen in the article 
"Illuminati of Avignon," that the religious dogmas of Sweden
borg were brought, in the middle of the eighteenth century, (the 
great season of rite-making,) to the aid of masonry for the pur
pose of manufacturing a new rite. In 1783, the l\Iarquis de 
Thome modified the system which has been adopted in the lodge 
of Avignon, to suit his peculiar views, and thus inst1tuted what 
is properly known as the rite of Swedenborg. It consists of six 
grades, namely: I, Apprentice; 2, Fellow-Craft; 3, Master 
Theosophite; 4, Illuminated Theosophite; 5, Blue Brother ; 6, 
Red Brother. 

It is still practised in some lodges in the north of Europe. 

SWEDISH RITE. Sweden at first adopted the rite of 
Strict Observance, but this was aft~rwards modified by Count 
Zinnendorf, and the rite now practised by the Grand Lodge of 
Sweden consists of twelve degrees, the fifth of which gi-ves its 
possessor civil rank in the kingdom. The degrees, which have 
been very slightly altered since the time of Zinnendorf, are as 
follows:- · 

1, Apprentice; 2, Fellow-Craft; 3, :Master; 4, Apprentice 
and Fellow-Craft of St. Andrew; 5, ~laster of St. Andrew; 6, 
Knight of the East; 7, Knight of the 'Yest; 8, Knight of the 
South, or Fa:vourite Brother of St. John; 9, Favourite Brother 
of St. Andrew; 10. )[ember of the Chapter; 11, Dig·nitary of 
the Chapter; 12. Ueigninp; Granrl )la~ter. The la:-.t three dc
~recs constitute t'tc ~> Illuminated Chapter." and no nue can be 
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:•<.huitted a 0 rand Dignitary unless he cau show four quarters in 

his coat-of-arms. 

S\rOnD BE..-\.RER. An officer in a council of Knights of 
th~ Red CrosR, aud in a Commandery of Kni~l1ts Templar, wl10~~· 
Halwu is in the west, ou the right <,f the Stan•lard Hearer, and 

when the knights are in line, on the 1·ight of the second divisiou. 
His duty is, to rcceiYe nil nruers and signals from th~ Qrnntl 
Commander and see th,~m promptly obeyecl. He is, als11, to 
as~ist in the protection of the banners of Lis order. His jewel 
is u triangle and cross swords. 

11he Grand Sword Bearer is also an officer of a Grand Lodge, 
whose duty it is to carry the Sword of State in public prnces
swns. In some Grand Lodges he receives the title of Grand 
Pursuivant. 

S\V'ORD POINTING TO THE NAKED HEART. A 
symbol of that Divine justice which must) sooner or later, over
take all who have sinned; for, though man looketh to the out
ward appearance, God lookcth to the heart alone, which, conceal
ing its inmost passions from the world, is na.ked and open to his 
ALL-SEEING EYE. 

It is an emblem of the ~laster's degree. 

SY~IBOL. A sensible image used to express an occult but 
analogical signification. Almost all the instruction given in ma
sonry is by symbols. Such was also the case in the ancient 
mysteries . "The first learning in the world," says Stukely, 
"consisted chiefly in symbols. The wisdom of tbe Chaldcans, 
Phenicians, Egyptians, Jews, of Zoroaster, Sanchonia.thon, Phe
recydcs, Syrus, Pythagoras, Socrates, Plato, of all the anc-ient~ 

that is come to our hand, is symbolic:al. It was the mode, says 
Scrranus, on Pluto's Symposium, of the ancient philo~ophers to 
l'epresent truth by certain symbols and hidden images." 

Symbols were first adopted by the Egyptian priests for the 
purpose of secrecy; they coucealing, by their usc; those pro-
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found speculations which constituted the apporeta of their mys
t.eries, and which they we1·e uuwilling to divulge to the unpre
par~d and uninitiated Yulgar. From the Egyptians, Pythngoras 
recei\13U a knowledge of this symbolical mode of in.'>truction , and 

00mmunicated it to the sect of philosophy whi<.;h he aft.erwurds 
tustituted. 

Acc.Jrding to Porphyry, there was this distinction between the 
hie~·pglyphic and syrnuolic method of writing among the Egyp
tians: that the former expressed the meaning by an imitation 
of the thing represented, as when the picture of smoke ascend
ing upwards denoted fire; and the latter allegorizing the subject 
by an enigllla, as when a hawk was used to signify the sun, or a 

fly to express the quality of impudence.* The former of tbese 
methods was open to all who chose to learn it j the latter was 
reser-red by the priests for the purpose of mystic instruction~ 

and was, as I have already said, communicated only to the ini
tiated. 

The symbols, says \Varburton,t were of two kinds, tropical 
and enigrnatt'cal. The tropical, which were the more natural, 
were made by employing the more unusual properties of thing~ 
to express subjects. Thus, a cat signified the moon, because the 
pupil of her eye was obRerved to be dilated at the full and con
tracted at the decrease of that satellite.t The tropical were con
stituted by the mystical assemblage of two or more things whose 
combined propertieR expressed a particular quality. Thus, a 
beetle, with a round ball in its claws, denoted the sun, because 
this insect makes a ball Gf dung, which he rolls in a circubr 
tlirection, and with his face looking towards the sun.§ 

But the · priests, in adopting the symbol, as a depository of 

* TlJV ftCV ( yPaflllclTWII 1£poy'Au<fl1~1!) X,Otvo'Aoyo r•phtw:t x.cml Jl;/ll'/O'IV, TWV oi ( O't>p/lc >(\.~~·) 

iXXeyop••lltiiWII xaru T(IIU) a[vtypour;.-De Vit. Pyth.a[J. xi. 15. 
t Di,·ine Legation, \'Ol. iii. 141. 
t Such is Plutarch's account of this symbol; but I am not nware that modc1·r 

Z•l·,logi:;lS support this theory of lunar ·i ntlnenc~. .'v"'impnr!e, the E~~·J.H i:tns ~ c
\ientl it, nnd that is all that the argument r~quir~s. 

~ Clem. :\lexnnd. Stromata. 
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their secret. doctrines, were not con ten ted with the use of it to 
designate only substances; their mystic instruction was of too 
elaborate a nature, to be satisfied with so circumscribed an alpha
bet; they next, therefore, had recourse to sensible objects, as a 
meaus of expressing mental and moral qualities; thus, destruc
tion was expressed by the mouse, impurity by the goat, aversion 
by the wolf, knowledge by the ant; and the reason of the signi
fication, as well as the thing signified, formed a part of their 
uppm·eta, or secrets. 

This is tho highest and most intellectual method of applying 
tiymbols, and it is the method adopted in Freemasonry, which, in 
its usc of symbolic instruction, is an exact counterpart of the 
ancient mysteries. 

SY~IBOLIC DEGREES. The first three degrees of Free
masonry, the Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft, and )laster 
~Iason, are called in the York rite, symbolic degrees, because 
they abound in symbolic instruction, not to be found in the 
rcmauung degrees, which are principally historical in their 
character. 

SYMBOLIC LODGE. A lodge in which the symbolic de· 
grees are conferred; that is, a lodge of Entered Apprentices, 
Fellow Crafts, or ~laster .i\lasons. 

T. 
TABERNACLE. The tabernacle was the place of wor~hip, 

representing a temple, which God commanded l'Ioses to construct 
in the wilderness for the religious serdce of the J C\Ts, an~l in 
\Thich the ark of the coYenant and sacred Ycsscls \Tcrc kept until 
Solomon remo\ed them into the temple. The tabernacle was so 
contriYcd as to he taken to pieces and put together again at plea
sure. The t3bernacle was in shape a parallclonTarr frontinO' 

0 ~ 
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~be Rast, thirty cubits or forty-five feet in length, and :en cubi~ 
or fifteen feet iu height and breadth. The inside "'"as divided by 
a richly embroidered vail of fine linen into two parts, the holy 
place and the holy of holies, in the latter of which was placeJ the 
ark of the covena1~t. Besides this vail of fine linen which scpa
ra.te•l the most holy place, the tabernacle was furnished with other 
vails of. divers colors: namely, of blue and purple, and scarlet 
and fine twined linen, from which are derived the emblematic co
lours of the several degrees of masonry.* 

The room in which a Chapter of Royal Arch :Jlasons meets, is 
ca1led the tabernacle, and is a representation of that temporary 
tabernacle which was erected by Zerubbu.bel near the ruins of 
old temple while the Jews, under his direction, were constructing 
the new one. 

TABERNACLE, CHIEF OF THE. 
Tabernacle. 

TABERNACLE, PRL~CE OF THE. 
'Pabernacle. 

See Oht'ef of the 

See Prince of the 

TAL:\IUD. As many of the traditions of masonry are to be 
found in the Talmud, some acquaintance with the character of 
that work is essential to the masonic student . • 

The Talmud, which is a Hebrew word, i,D,Ji• signifying doc-
trine, is a collection of treatises written by the rabbins and wise men 
and embodying the civil and canonical law of the Jews. l\Io~es 

is believed to have received two kinds of law on ~Iount Sinai, the 

* According to Josephus (Antiq. Jud. lib. iii. c. 7.) the tabernacle was a !lym
bol of tho universe. The 12 lo:t.ves placed on the ta,blo were emblematic of' the 
12 months of the year; the 7o br:tnches of the cn.ndJestieks represented the 
70 decmli or divisions of the planets; and the 7 Iampi', the 7 plnnats. The 
vails of tho tabernacle composed of four different colours, were emblematic of 
th~'four elements; the fine linen, made of flax, the produce of tho earth, repre
sented tho earth; the pnrple represented tho se11, because it wns stainei by the 
blood of a marine shell-fi~b, the murex; the blue representeJ the air, it beinr 
tho colour of the sky; n.ntl the seul'lt!t represented fire. 

40 
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one written and the other oral. The \\TiLtcn law .& to be founJ 
m the Pentateuch. The oral law wn:; first COlLmunicatetl by 
:\loses to _-\.aron, then by them to the seYcnty elder8, and fina1ly 
by these to the people, and thus transmitted, by memory, from 
generation to generation. This oral law was neYer committed to 
writing until about the beginning of the 3rd century,* when HablJi 
Jehuua the Holy, finding that there was a possibility of its bcin~ 
lost from the decrease of students of the law, cullccted all the 
traditionary laws into one book, which is called tlle ")Iil>hna, '' 

a word signifying repetition, because it is, as it were, a repetition 
of the written law. 

'The )lishna was at once received with great venern.tion, and 
many wise men among the Jews devoted. themselves to its study. 
Towards the end of the 4th century, Rabbi Jochanau, the pl·c:;i
ucnt of a school at Tiberias in Palestine collected their seyeral 
opinions on the Jlishna, into one book of commentaries which he 
(;ailed the "Gcmara," a word signifying compltt ion, because the 
the Gemara. completes the work. 'l'he )lishna and the Gemm·a 
united constitute the Talmud. 

The J cws in Chaldea, not being satisfied with the interpreta
tions in the work of Rabbi Jochanau, composed others, wLi<:h 
were collected together by Rabbi Asche into another Gemm·a. 

The work of R. J och:man has since been known as the '' J ern
salem Talmud" and that of It. Asche as the "Babylonian Tal
mud," from the places in which they were respectively compiled. 
In both works, the Mishna or Law is the same; it is only lbe 
Gemara or commentary that is different. 

The Jewish sdwl::trs place so high a value on the Talmud, as 
to compa1·e the Bible to wat.er, the .Jlishna to wine, and the Ge
mara. to spicerl wine; or fuc first to salt, the second to pepper, and 
the third to spices. This work, although it contains many puc-

1'* ~Iorin, how.-,·er, in hi.- "Ex~!rcit:ltioues T3ih1ica~ ':l$:<igns the fith t:entmy 
a~ the rlate of Lhe coutpn~iLiun. 'I het·e is much t•cmtro\'UJ • y vn litis ~uhjl'cl 

:lllDn!{ :::dwlnrs. I hnn•, in tlti:< artide, given the cl:t:e:: :tgt'Cc-•1 upon hy tftE 

~realc:r uuwb\.'r. 
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rilities, is, however, extremely serviceable as an elaborate compen
dium of ,Jewish customs, and has therefore been much used in the 
critieism of the Old and X ew Testaments. It furnishes also many 
curious illustrations of the masonic system; and several of the 
t.raditions and legends, especially of the higher degrees, are either 
found in or corroborated by the Talmud. The treatise entitled 
" Micldotb," for instance, gives us the best description extant of 
the Temple of Solomon. 

TASSELS. The Tracing-board of the Entered Apprentice's 
degree, when properly constructed, has a border or skirting around 
it, and at each corner a tassel attached to a cord or cable tow. 
These refer to the fow· pe1ject points and to the four cardinal 
virtues, and are called the guttural, pectoral, manual, and pedal 
tassels. They are also said in the English ritual to refer to the 
four rivers of Paradise. 

TASTING. One of the five human senses, of but little im
portance in masonry, except as one of the sources of our enjoyment 
and protection, by enabling us to distinguish food which is pleasant 
and whole~ome, from that which is disagreeable and unhealthy. 
Hence, for this as well as for every blessing of life, are we taught 
to be thankful to Him who is the "author of every good and 
perfect gift." 

TAT~AI A~D SHETHAR-BOZ~AI. The names of two 
Persian governors who opposed the attempts of the Jews to re
build the temple. \Vhen, by the command of Artaxerxes, Zerub
bubel and his followers had discont.inuecl the rebuilding of tho 
•cmple, which they had commenced by permis~ion of Cyrus, his 
predecessor, they remained quiet until the reign of Darius, who 
succeeded Artaxerxes. They then recommenced the work, but 
Tatuai, the Persian goYcrnor on the J cwish side of the Euphra. 
tcs, accompaincd by Shethar-Boznui and his compani01is, uot 
being aware of the preYious edict of Cyrus permitting the Jew::; to 
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rebuild, proceetled to ,J eru~alcm, anti demanded by what right 
they were rebuilLling the temple; aud when the Jews infonued 
them thnt they were working: uuder the authority of a former decree 
of Cyrus, the Persian governors wrote to Dm·ius, giving an account 
of these circumstances, and inquiring if such a decree was in ex
i3tence, and if it was the king's pleasure that it should still be 
obeyed. Darius, influenced by his friendship for ZeruLbabc1, 
who visited him on the occasion of this interference, gave orders 
not ouly that the Jews should not be molested, but that they 
should receive every assistance from the Persian officers in their 
pious undertaking of rebuilding the house of the Lord. 

TAU CROSS. The Tau Cross or Cross of St. Antony,* is a 
cross in the form of a Greek T. It was among the ancients a 
hietoglyphic of eternal life. It was the form of the Nilometer, 
or measure of the Nile, used to ascertain the height of the iuun; 

dation, upon wl1ich the prosperity of the country and the life of 
the inhabitants depended, and was, in consequence, used among 
the Egyptians as an amulet, capable of averting evil. Hence it 
was a favourite symbol of the Egyptians, and under the form of 
the "Crux ansata" was to be seen in all their temples, very often 
held in the hands of their deities or suspended from their necks. 
Jablonskit says it is the Egyptian repreticntation of the Phallus, 
considered by some as the symbol of the deity, and by others as 
that of eternal life. Kircher thinks that the Crux ansata was a 
monogram denoting :Mercury or Phtha, who was the conductor 
of the souls of the dead; and Dr. Clarket says that the tau cross 
was a monogram of Thoth, "the symbolical or mystical name of 
hidden wisdom among the ancient Egyptians; the 8£05: of the 
Greeks.'' In the initiation in Hindostnn the tau cross, under 
the name of "tiluk," was marked upon the body of the candidate, 
as a sign that he was set apart foT the sacred mysteries. Th{' 

"' So called because it is said to have been the cross on \vhich thal saint &uf
fered martyrdom. 

t Panth. 1Egypt. i. 282. t rravels, vol. v. p. 311. 
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3ame ruark was fautiliar to the ancient Hebrews, for, in the , ·isi,}:; 
of Ezekiel, it is thus alluded to : " Go through the midst of the 

city, and set a mark, (in the original Hi, tau,) upon the foreheach 
of the men that sigh, and that cry, for all the abominations thut 

be done in the midst thereof."* This mark was to distingu i:'h 
them as persons to be saved on account of their sorrow for ~in, 
from those who, as idolators, were to be slain, and its form wos 

that of the Hebrew letter tau, whjch, in the ancient Phenie:ian 
alphabet, and on the coins of the .l\Iaccabees, has the shape of a 
cross. 

Among the Druids it was the custom to consecrate a tree by 
cutting the form of a tau across upon its bark. In ancient times 
it was set as a mark on those who had been acquitted by their 
judges, and by military commanders on such of their soldiers as 
had escaped unhurt from battle, and hence it was considered as 

an emblem of life.t Finally, observe that the tau is the last 
letter of the Hebrew alphabet, as the Aleph is the first, and that 
the tau assumes in the Ancient Pbenician and Samaritan alpha
bets the form of a cross, and we see another consecration of this 
symbol in the expression, ''I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 
beginning and the end," which, spoken in the Hebrew language, 

would be, "I am the Aleph and the Tau."t 
We are not, therefore, to be surprised that the Tau Cross has 

been adopted as one of the symbols of Freemasonry, and that in 
the form of the Triple Tau it constitutes the most sacred emblt>m 
of the Royal .Arch, symbolizing the fact that the possessor:; of 

that degree are consecrated and separated, or set apart, as the 
recipients of a sublime but hidden wisdom. See Triple Tau. 

TE:\IPERANCE. One of the four cardinal virtues, tho 

* Ezekiel, ix. 4. The Septuagint has ro oJ7ptcov, the 11uu·.~, which Lowth sug-
gests shoultl read rav OJ7Jltcov, the mark tau. · 

t Oliver, La11dmarks, ii. p. 621. 
t ~Jy esteemetl friend, George R. Gliddon, Esq., the celebrated Egypt1an 

c\rchooologist, first called my attention to this illustration, which he ex.lendctl 
11till t'urther, but on a. subject irrelevant to the present occasion. 

-!0* 
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practice of which is inculcated in the first degree. The mason 
who properly appreciate::> the secrets, wl1ich he has solemnly pro· 
mised never to reYeal, will not, by yieluing to the unrestrainca 
call of appetite, permit reason and j utlgrnent to lose their seats; 
and subject himself, by the indulgence in habits of success, to 
discover that which should be concealed, and thus merit and re
ceive the scorn and Jetestation of his brethren. .And lest any 
brother should forget the danger to which he i~ exposed in the 
unguarded hours of dissipation, the virtue of Temperance is 
wisely impressed upon his memory, by its reference to the most 
solemn portion of the initiatory ceremony. 

TE:JIPLARS. See Knights Templar. 

TE~IPLARS OF SCOTLA~D. By the" Statutes of the 
Grand Priory of the Knights of the Temple,"* of EJiuburgh, 
Scotland, the Kuight,:; Templars have an organization yery dif
ferent from that exi::;ting in any part of the world where this 
ancient and honourable order is to be found. Some accouut of 
it may, therefore, not be uninteresting. 

"The religious antl military ortler of the Temple,'' in Scot
land, con~ists of two classes: 1. Novice and Esquire; 2. Knight 
Tcmplar. The Knights consist of four grades: 1. Knights cre
ated by Priories; 2. Knights, elected from the Companions, on 
memorial to the Grand ~laster and Council, supported by the 
recommendation of the Prio1·ies to which they belong; 3. Knights 
Commanders; 4. Knights Grand Crosses, to be nominated by 
the Grand --'laster. 

;;: According to the organization of the order in Scotland, it ia not a pre
requisite qu:tlification towards becoming a. }{night Templar, that the candi
date shoulrl possess the prepara.tory Masonic clegrees. The Knight Templa.r 
of Scotland is not, therefore, necessnrily a Mason. I give this regulation, on 
the nuthority of llruther C. W .. Moore. (~Ing. vol. iv. p. 13S.) 

NotP. Since this was written, the regulation hn.s been rescinded, and, as in 

the Statutes of April 13th, 1843, the Scotch Templar is now (1871) required 
to huve previously received the Royal Arch degree. 
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The supreme legislative authority of the order is the Chapter 
General , which consists of the Grand Officers, the Knights Grand 
Crosses, the Knights Commanders, and the Prior of each Priory. 
One Chapter is held annually, at which-time the Grand ::\laster, 
if present, acts as President. At this meeting, which is on the 
lltb of )larch, tne Grand Officers are elected. 

During the intervals of the meetings of the Chapter General, 
the affairs of the order, with the exception of altering the Sta
tutes1 is enkustecl to the Grand Council, which consists of the 
Grand Officers elected by the Ch~pter, the Grand Priors of For
eign Langues, and the Knights Grand Crosses. 

The Grand Officers, with the exception of the Past Grand 
l\Iasters, who remain so for lire, the Grand l\laster, who is elected 
n·iennially, and the Grand Aides-de-Camp, who are appointed by 
him and removeu at his pleasure, are elected annually. They 
are as follows : 

Grand 1\Iaster, 
Past Grand Masters, 
Grand Seneschal, 
Preceptor and Grand Prior of Scotland, 
Gra.nd Constable and l\lareschal, 
Grand Admiral, 
Grand Almoner or Hospitaller, 
Grand Chancellor, 
Grand Treasurer, 
Grand Secretary and Registrar, 
Primate or Grand Prelate, 
Grand Provost or Governor-General, 
Grand Standard-Bearer or Beaucennifer, 
Grand Bearer of the V exillum Belli, 
Graml Chamberlain, 
Grand Steward, 
Two Grand Aides-de-Camp. 
A Grand Priory may be instituted by the Grand ConcJa"f'e, m 

:my nation, colony or langue, to be placed under the autlwrit.y 
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of a Gr~md Prior who is elected for life, un. e83 sup(.rfo(cdcd by 
the Gmnd Conclave. 

A Priory, which is equiYalent to our Commandery consist~ 

of the following officers : 
Prior, 
Sub-Prior, 
Mareschal or l\Iastt>r of Ceremonies, 
H ospitaller or Almoner, 
Chancellor, 
Treasurer, 
Secretary, 
Chaplain and Instructor, 
Bcaucennifer, or Bearer of the Bcauseant, 
Bearer of the Red Cross Banner, or Vexillum Belli, 
Chamberlain, 
Two Aides-de-Camp, 
Band, Guards, etc. 
The Grand Conclave may unite two or more Priories into a 

Commandery, to be governed by a Provincial Commander, who 
is elected by the Grand Conclave. 

Tbe costume of the Knights, with the exception of a few 
slight variations to designate difference of rank, is the same as 
that described as the ancient costume in page 270, of this work 

TE)IPLE OF SOLOjiO~. The Temple of the Lord,* at 
Jerusalem, was commenced by Solomon, King of Israel, in the 
year of the world 2092, and being finished in seven years and 
six months, was dedicated to the service of the )lost High, in 
the year 3000. It stood on .;)Jount .;)loriah, one of the eminences 
of the ridge, called in Scripture ~lount Zion, and was originally 
the property of Ornan the Jebusitc, who used it as a threshiug-

*It is called in Scripture, hekal rtdonrd, 11 the p\lnce of JehoYah," to inti
mate that its splendour and magnificence were not intended to reflect honour 
on those who constructed it, but only to prepu.re it ns a fit dwelling for lliw, 
wb1' h the "King of kings and Lord of lords." 
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floor, and from wnom it was purchased b) King DaviJ, for the 
purpose of erecting an altar.* It retained its original splendour 
only thirty.four years, when Shishak, King of Egypt, took away 
its richest treasures ;t it was afterwards, in the eleventh year of 
the reign of Zedekiah, plundered and burnt by the Chaldeans, 
under Nebuchadnezzar.t After the captivity, the. temple was 
rebuilt by Zerubbabel, with greater extent, but inferior glory. 

The temple was originally built on a very hard rock, encom
passed with frjghtful precipices. The foundations were laid very 
deep, with immense labour and expense. It was surrounded 
with a wall of great height, exceeding in the lowest part four 
hundred and fifty feet, constructed entirely of white marble. 

The temple itself, which consisted of the porch, the sanctuary, 
and the holy of holies, was but a small part of the edifice on 
Mount )Ioriah. It was surrounded with spacious courts, and 
the whole structure occupied at least half a mile in circumfe
rence. Upon passing through t.he outer wall, you came to the 
tirst court, called the court of the Gentiles, because the Gentiles 
were admitted into it, but were prohibited from passing farther. 
It was surrounded by a range of porticos or cloisters, above which 
were galleries or apartments, supported by pillars nf white marble. 

Passing through the court of the Gentiles you entered the 
court of the children of Israel, which was separated by a low 
stone wall, and an ascent of fifteen steps, into two divisions, the 
outer one being occupied by the women, and the inner by the 
men. Here the Jews were in the habit of resorting daily for 
the purposes of prayer. 

'Vithin the court of the Israelites, and separated from it by a 
wall one cubit in height, was the court of the priests. In the 
centre of this com"t was the altar of burnt offerings, to which 
the people brought their oblations and sacrifices, but none but 
the priests were permitted to enter it. 

From this court, tweh·e steps w~cendcd to the temple, strictly 

*See 2 Saw. xxiv. 23, 2-t; 1 Cbron. xxi. 25. 
t See CnptitJity. 

t 2 Chron. xii. 9. 
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so callrd, which, as I ha\'e a.h·eady said, was divtdeu into thref 
parts, the porch, the sanctuary, and the holy of holies. 

The PORCH of the temple was ~.wenty cubits in length, nnd the 
same in breadth. At its entrance was a gate made entirely of 
Corinthian brass, the most precious metal known to the an<:irut:-:. 
Beside this gate there were the two pillars Jachin and Boaz, which 
had been constructed by the architect whom the King of T)Te 
had sent to Solomon, and which are thus described by Josephus: 
" :Jioreover this Hiram mude two hollow pillars, whose outsides 
were of brnss, and the thickness of the brass was four finge1·~' 

breadth, and the height of the pillars was eighteen cubits, ~u11l 
their circumference twelve cubits; but there was cast with each 
uf their chapiters, lily work that stood upon the pillar, aud it 
was elevated five cubits, round about wliich there was net-work, 
interwoven with small palms made of brass, and covering the 
lily work. 'fo this also, were hung two hundred pomegranatC's 
in two rows."* 

From the porch you entered the SA~CTUARY by a portal, 
which, instead of folding doors, was ful'nished with a magnificent 
vail of many colours, which mystically represented the universe. 
The breadth of the sanctuary was twenty cubits, and its length 
forty, or just twice that of the porch and holy of holies. It oc
cupied, therefore, one half of the body of the temple. In the 
sanctuary were placed the -rarious utensils necessm·y for the daily 
worship of the temple, such as the altar of incense, on which iu
cense was daily burnt by the officiating priest; the ten gold<Jn 
candlesticks; and the ten tables on which the offerings were laid 
previous to the sacrifice. 

The HOLY OF IIOLTES, or innermost chamber, was separated 
froru the sanctuary by doors of o1i\Te, richly sculptured and inlaid 
witi1 gold, and coYered with vails of blue, purple, scarlet, and 
the finest linen. The size of the holy of holies was the same ali 

th•1t of the p0rch, namely, twenty cnbits square. It ccntained 

ii: Antiq, lib. viii. e. 3. 
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the ark of the covenant, which had been transferred into it from 
the Tabernacle, with its overshadowing cherubim and its mercy
seat. Into the most sacred place, the High Priest alone could 
enter, and that only once a year, on the day of atonement. 

The teruple, thus constructed, must have been one of the most 
magnificent structures of the ancient world. For its erection, 
David had collected more than four thousand millions of dollars,* 
and one hundred and eighty-four thousand six hundred men 
were engaged in building it for more than ·seven years; and 
after ita completion it was dedicated by Solomon, with solemn 
prayer, and seven days of feasting; during which, a peace-offer
ing of twenty thousand oxen and six times that number of 
sheep, was made, to consume which the holy tire came down 
from heaven. 

Thirty-three years after its completion this beautiful edifice 
was despoiled, in the reign of Jeroboam, by Shishak, King of 
Egypt, and finally burnt to the ground by ~ ebuchadnezzar, King 
of Babylon, and the inhabitants of Jer~salem carried as captives 
to that city in the year 588, B. C., during the reign of Zedekiah. 

TE:\IPLE, CLASSIFICATION OF THE \VORK~IE~ 
AT THE. In 2 Chronicles, chap. ii. verses 17 and 18, we read 
as follows: 

'' And Solomon numbered all the strangers that were in t.h~ 

land of Israel, after the numbering wherewith DaYid his father 
had numbered them; and they were found an hundred and fifty 
thousand and three thousand and six hundred. 

"And he set threescore and ten thousand of them to be 
bearers of burdens, and fourscore thousand to be hewers in the 
mountain, and three thousand and six hundred overseers t(, set 
the people a-work." 

The same numerical details are given i.n the 2d Yerse of the same 
~hapter. Again, in 1 King·s, chap. v. , verses 13 and 1-!, it i." said: 

*One hundred nnd eight t housand talents of gdd, and one million reYcn 

teen tb(lusand talent:~ of silver. 
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" .And King Solouwn raised a levy out of all Israel ; and thE 

levy was thirty thousand men. 
".And be sent them to Lebanon, ten thou~~nd a month by 

~ourses; a mouth they were in Lebanon, and two months at 
home ; and Adoniram was oYer the levy." 

The succeeding verses make the same enumeration of work
men as that contained in Chronicles quoted above, with the ex
ception that by omitting the three Lundred Harodim, or rulers 
over all, th~ number of ove1·seers is stated in the book of IGngs 
to be only three thousand three hundred. 

'Vith these authorities, and the assistance of masonic traditions, 
Anderson constru<;ts the following table of the craftsmen at the 
temple. 

Ha1·odim, Princes, Rulers, or Provosts, 
lJienatzddm., Overseers or }laster )lasons, 

GhiUim, Stone Squurers, 1 
bclwtzeb, Hewers, all Fellow Crafts, 
Benm·, Builders, 

300 
3,300 

80,000 

All the Freemasons employed in tl1e work of the } 113,600 
Temple, exclusive of the two Grand 'y ardens, 

Besides the L-;h Sabbal, or men of burden, the remains of 
the old Canaanites, amounting to 70,000, who are not numbered 
~mong masons. 

ln relation to the classification of these workmen, Anderson 
says, "Solomon partitioned the Fellow-Crafts into certain lodges, 
with a )laster and 'Vardens in each j that they might receiye 
commands in a regular manner, might take care of their tools 
and jewels, might be regularly paid eyery week, and be duly 
fed and clothed; and the Fellow-Crafts took care of their suc
cession by educating Entered Apprentices."* 

Josephus makes a diffe1·ent estimate. He includes the 3,300 
O"Verseers in the 80,000 Fellow-Crafts, and makes the number of 
wasons, exclusiYe of the 70,000 bearers of bUJ·den~, only 11 O,fJ•IO. 

A worK published in 17G-t entitled the "}tt:->onic Pocket 

~Constitutions, p. 22, ed. 176~. 
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Book," gives a still different classification. 
ing to this work, was as follows : 

Harodim, 
1\Ienatzchim, 
Ghiblim, 
Adoniram, 

481 

The number, accord .. 

300 
3,300 

83,000 
30,000 

Total, - 116,000 j)lasons, 
whi-~h, with the 70,000 Ish Sabbal or labc .trers, will make a 
grand totaJ of 186,600 workmen. 

According to the authprity of Webb, thQre were three Grand 
Masters, 3,300 Overseers, 80,000 Fellow-Crafts, and 70,000 En
tered Apprentices. This account makes no allusion to the 300 
Harodim~ nor to the levy of 30,000. It is, therefore, manifestly 
incorrect. Indeed, I doubt whether we have any certain author
ity for the complete classification of the workmen, as neither the 
Bible nor Josephus gives any account of the number of Tyrians 
employed. Oliver,* howevel', has collected from the masonic 
traditions an account of the classifications of the workmen, which 
I shall insert, with a few additional facts, taken from authorities 
• 0 

m my possessiOn. 
According to these traditions, the following was the classifica

tion of the 1\lasons who wrought in the quarries of Tyre 
6 Super-Excellent l\Iason~, 

48 Excellent :l\Iasons, 
8 Grand Arcl1itects, 

16 Architects, 
2,376 l\1aster Masons, 

700 l\Iark Masters, 
1,400 l\Iarkmcn, 

53,900 Fellow-Crafts. 

58,-15-1: TotaL 

• See the \vhole subject treated at ltingth in the 15th lecture lf his'' lll!t· 

tMicr.l Landmarks." 
41 
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These were arranged as follows: 'l'he Super-Exe:elleut ~la;,ons 
were div~ded. into two Grand Lodges, with three brethren in 
each to superintend the work. The Excellent )lasons were t1i
vided into six lodges, of nine each, including one of the Super-
1-Jxcellent :Masons, \vho acted as :Master. The eight Grand Ar
chitects constituted one lodge, and the sixteen Architects another. 
The Grand Architects were the ~lasters, and the Architects the 
\Vardens of the lodges of l\Iaster .l\lasons, which were eight in 
number, and consisterl, with the officers, of three hundred each. 
The Mark }lasters were divided into fourteen lodges of fifty in 
each, and the Markmen into fourteen lodges, also of one hundred 
in each. 'fhe l\Iark :Masters were the ]'lasters, and the l\Iarkrnen 
the 'Vardens of the lodges of Fellow-Crafts, which were seven 
hunt1rcd in number, and with these officers consisted of eighty in 
each. 

The classification in the forest of Lebanon, was as follows : 

~;<~. 3 Super-Excellent Masons, 
~'>~~· 11:., 24 Excellent l\lasons, 

7--., S: 'P \ 4 Grand Architects, 
f ~ g; ::x. 0 8 Architects, ... ...... ..., r1"l 
: ~ r~ ~ -o 1,188 l\Iaster :Masons, 
IN - > 

"~ .h ~. ::o 300 ]!ark Masons, ,.. o___, 
.,... C · ~ 600 l\Iarkmen, 

t- ~ '"'~ 23,100 Fellow-Crafts, 
./~J 10,000 Entered Apprentices. 

35,227 Total. 

These were arranged as follows: The three Super-Excellent Ma
~ons formed one lodge. The Excellent :Masons were divided into 
three lodges of nine each, includiug one of the Super-Excellent )!a
ISOns as l\Iaster. The four Grand Architects constituted one lodge, 
and the eight Architects another, the forruer acting as ~laster~ and 
the latter as "'ardens of the lodges of l\laster l\Iasons; which 



were four in number, and consisted with these officers of three 
hundred in each. The Mark .l\Iasters were di,,ided into six 
l<1dges of fifty in each, and the l\larkmen into six lodges of one 
hundred in each . These two classes presided, the former a~ 

r,Iusters and the latter as Wardens in the lodges of Fellow
Crafts, which were three hundred in number, and were composed 
of eighty each, including these officers. 

After three years had been occupied in "hewing, squaring, 
and numbering," the stones, and " felling and preparing" the 
timbers, these two bodies of l\Iasons united for the purpose of 
properly arranging the materials, so that no metallic tool might 
be required in putting them up, and they were then carried up to 
Jf.:rusalem. Here the whole body was congregated under the 
superintending care of HAB, and to them were added four hun
dred and twenty lodges of Tyrian and Sidonian Fel1ow-Crafts, 
having eighty in each, and the twenty thousand Entered Appren
tiyes of the levy from Israel, who had been therefore at rest, 
and who were added to the lodges of Entered Apprentices, 
making three hundred in each, so that the whole number en
gaged at Jerusalem amounted to two hundred and seventeen 
thousand two hundred and eighty-one, who were arranged as 
follows: 
Nine lodges of Excellent ].\'Iasons, nine in each, are -
Twelve lodges of l\iaster l\Iasons, three hundred in 

each, are 
One thousand lodges of Fellow-Crafts, eighty in each, 

are 
Four hundred and twenty lodges of TyTian Fellow

Crafts, eighty in each, are 
One hundred lodges of Entered Apprentices, thr~ 

hundred in each, are 
Seventy thousand Ish Sabbal, or labourers, are • 

81 

3,600 

80,000 

33,600 

30,000 
70,000 

Total • • 217,2R J 
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Sucn. is tho system adopted by our English brethren; the 
American ritual has greatly simplified the arrangement. Ac. 
cording to the system now generally taught, the workmen at the 
building of the temple were classed as follows: 

'l'hree Grand l\lasters. 
Three hundred Harodim, or chief superintendents, who may 

be called Past Masters.* 
Three thousand three hundred ~laster :Masons, divided into 

lodges of three each. 
Eighty thousand Fellow-Crafts, who were also divided into 

lodges of five each. 
Seventy thousand Entered Apprentices, divHled into lodges of 

seven each. 
According to this account, there must have been
One thousand one hundred lodges of 1\Iaster l\Iasons. 
Sixteen thousand lodges of Fellow-Crafts. 
'ren -thousand lodges of Entered .Apprentices. 
No ac~ount is here taken of the levy of thirty thousand, who 

ctre supposed not to l1avc been Masons, nor of the builders of 
Hiram, whom the English ritual places at thirty-three thousand 
six hundred, and most of whom were, as I suppose, members of 
the Dionysiac fraternity. On the whole, the American system 
seems too defective to meet all the demands of the student, an 
objection to which the En~ish is not so obnoxious. I should be 
rejoiced, therefore, to see this latter system, with some modifica
ti )us, generally adopted by our Grand Lecturers. 

TE~IPLE OF ZERUBBABEL. Cyrus, King of Pernia, 
having liberated the Jews, seventy years from the commence· 
ment of their captivity, in the reign of Jehoiakim, and fifty-two 
years after the destruction of the Temple, forty-two thousand 

• They cannot according to our ritunl, be :\Io§t Excellent :\!asters, becaust•. 
u.ccording to the legend of that degree, it was not established nntil tbe Tt:Ol})lo 
was completed. 
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three hundred and sixty of the liberated captives, by permission 
of the king, returned to J en1salem under the guidance of .Joshua 
the High Priest, Zerubbabel t.he Prince or Governor, and Haggai 
the Scribe, and two years after, that i.s, 535 years B. C., they 
laid the foundations of the second temple. They were, however, 
much disturbed in their labours by the Samaritans, whose offer 
to unite with them in the building they had rejected. Artaxerxes, 
known in profane history as Cambyses, having succeeded Cyrus 
on the throne of Persia, he forbade the Jews to proceed with the 
work, and the Temple remained in an unfinished state until the 
death of Artaxerxes and the succession of Darius to the throne. 
As in early life there had been a great intimacy between this 
~overeign and Zerubbabel, the latter proceeded to Babylou, and 
obtained permission from the monarch to resume the labour. 
Zerubbabel retnrned to Jerusalem, and notwithstandin~ some 
further delays consequent upon the enmity of the neighbouring 
nations, the second Temple, or as it may be called by way of dis
tinction from the first, the Temple of Zerubbabel, was completed 
in the sixth year of the reign of Darius, 515 years B. C., and 
just twenty years after its commencement. It was then dedi
cated with all the solemnities that accompanied the dedication of 
the first. 

This second Temple did not equal the first in the glory and 
splendour of its decorations-the ark of the covenant was lost, 
although, by the precautions of our ancient Grand l\Iasters, an 
exact copy of it had been preserved amid the ruin and desolation 
of Jerusalem. Both the Shekinah, the glory of God, and t.hc 
Bathkol, or oracle, were departed forever.* Still, there is much 
to interest the people in this second house of tbe Lord. 'The 
masonic stone of foundation, which bad been safely deposited by 
the wisdom of the first l\Iasons, was found and made the chief 

*The J'e\VS say that there were fire things wanting in the second temple, 
1vhich had been in the first, namely: tho Ark, the Urim and Thummin, the 
fire from heaven, the divine presence, nr cloud of glory, nnd the spirit of pr:l 
r>hecy and powe1 of mirnrle:=:. 
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corner-stone, and all the holy vessels were returned by order ol 
the King of Persia; the Tyrians again furnished timbers from 
the forest of Lebanon, and at length the cope-stone, on which 
seven eyes had been engraved by the express command of Jod, 
was celebrated with sacrifices and rejoicings. 

TE~IPLE, ORDER OF THE. A masonic institution in 
France, whose members claim to be the lineal descendants of thP. 
Knights Templar. It appears, however, that this claim is un
founded, and that the society is only a masonic rite, in which 
something that they call a continuation of the order of the Temp
Jars, is engrafted on degrees borrowed from the Ancient Scotch 
rite. Originally the order of the Temple consisted of the follow
ing six degrees: 1, Apprentice; 2, Fellow-Craft; 3, ~laster; 4, 
l\Iaster of the East; 5, )laster of the Black Eagle of St. John; 
6, Perfect l\Iaster of the Pelican. But in 1808, to disguise this 
evident masonic origin, the degrees received the following names: 
1, Initiate, (this is the degree of the Entered Apprentice;) 2, 
Initiate of the Interior, (this is the degree of Fellow·Craft ;) 3, 
Adept, (this is the ~laster;) 4, Adept of the East, (the Illus
trious Elected of Fifteen of the Scotch rite;) 5, Grand Adept of 
the Black Eagle of St. John, (the Elected Knights of Nine;) 
these constitute the Bouse of Initiation; 6, Postula:nt of the 
order, (Perfect Adept of the Pelican;) this is called the House 
of Postulance, and is nothing but the Rose Croix of the Scotch 
rite; 7, Esquire j 8, Knight or Levite of the Interior Guard. 
These last degrees are called the Covenant, and are the same as 
the Scotch degree of the Knight of K-H.* 

TESSELATED BORDER. The skirting which surrounds 
the mosaic pavement. A late masonic writer suggests that the 
proper term is "tasselled border;" the word tasselled alluding, 
he thinks, to the four tassels that are placed at the corners of the 

;;l Clavcl Hist. Pittoresq., pp. 66, 214-219. 
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tracing~board The sugget-:tion is ingenious, but not correct. 
Tesselated means inlaid with various kinds of colours, or varie
gated with flowers, &c., and the word alludes to the variegated 
ornaments of the border. See J.1Iosaic Pavement. 

' 

'l'RTRACTYS. ( G1·eek, nrpa.x1:u~, four. The tetractys was 

' ' ' ' ' 
' ' ' 

a sacred symbol of the Pythagoreans, which was 
expre~sed by ten jods disposed in the fo~·m of a 
triangle, each side containing four as in the 

' annexed figure. This they explained as fol-
lows:-

The one point represented the l\Ionad, or active principle. 
The two points, the Duad, or passive principle. 
The three, the Triad, or world arising from their union. 
The four, the Quarternary, or the liberal sciences. 
On this figure, the oath was propounded to the aspirant in the 

esoteric school of Pythagoras. J amblichus gives this oath in his 
life of Pythagoras : 

Ou p.a aptrcp1J ycvt1}1 rrapa&v7a TCTpaKT!III 

IIayav a&t:vao!l ¢ •;utwr, pt;wpa' r'cx_ovuav. 

By that pure quadrilit'ral name on high, 
Nature's eternal fountain and supply, 
The parent of all souls that living be,
By it, with faithful oath, I swear to thee. 

The tetractys was undoubtedly borrowed by Pythagoras from 
the tetragrammaton of the Jews,* when he visited Babylon, and 
was instructed by Ezekiel in the Jewish mysteries. 

TETRAGRAMl\IATO~. ( G1·eek.) The word of four let
ter.s. The incommunicable name of God in Hebrew, :11i1', 
which, as consi5ting of four letters, was thus called. See 
Jelwvah. 

* Cud,vorth (In tellectual system, p. 376) thinks there is no doubt of this, nr.d 
the most learned writers have generally agreed with him in the opinion. 
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T. ·. G ·. A.·. 0.·. T.·. U. ·. The Grand A1·chitect of the Uui· 
ve1·se. A very common abbreviation of the name of God, u~Sed 
by masonic writers. 

THEOLOGICAL VIRTUES. These are Faith, Hope, and 
Charity, which, as forming the principal rounds of the masonic 
ladder, constitute a part of the instruction of the Entered Ap 
prentice. Of these, Faith may be explained to be the first round, 
because faith in God is the first requi:-:ite qualification of a can· 
didate for masonry; Hope is the second, because hope in immor, 
tality, is a necessary consequence of faith in a divine being; and 
Charity is the third, because the mind that is elevated by sucl1 a 
faith, and the heart that is warmed by such a hope, cannot fail 
to be stimulated by that universal love of the human race, which 
is but anot.her name for Charity. 

Again. Charity is the highest round, because Charity is the 
greatest of these virtues. Our faith may be lost in sight; "faith 
is the evidence of things not seen j" he that believes only on the 
evidence of his senses, believes from demonstration, and not from 
faith, and faith in him is dead. Hope ends in fruition; we hope 
only for that which we desire, but do not possess; and the nttain
ruent of the object is the termination of our hope. But Charity 
extends beyond the grave, through the boundless realms of eter
nity; for there, even there, the mercy of God, the richest of all 
charities, throws a veil O"f'er our transgressions, and extends to 
the repentant sinner the boon of that forgiveness which divine 
justice must have denied. 

THIRTY.THIRD DEGREE. See Supreme Council. 

THREE. One of the sacred numbers of Freemasonry. 
·fhree was considered among all the Pagan nations as the chif·f 
of the mystical numbers, because, as Aristotle remarks, it con
tains within itself a beginning, a middle, and an end. Heucc 
we find it dtosignating some of thP attributes of almost all the 
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!!Od:). The thunder· bolt of Jove was tb.ree-forked; the sceptrE> 
of Neptune was a trident; Cerberus, the dog of Pluto, was three
headed; there were three Fates and three Furies; the sun had 
three names, Apollo, So:, and Liber; and the moon three also, 
Diana, Luna, and Hecate. In all incantations, three was a 
favourite number, and hence, the poet says, numero Deus impo.ri 
yawlet. A triple cord was used, each cord of three different 
colours, white, red, and black, and a small image of the subject 
of the charm was carried thrice around the altar, as we see in 
Virgil's eighth ecologue : 

"Terna. tibi hooc primum triplici eli versa colore 
Licia circumdo, terque hroc a.ltaria. circum 
Effigiem duco." 

The Druids paid no Jess respect to this sacred number. 
Throughout their whole syst.ern, a reference is constantly made 
to its 1nfluence; and so far did their venerati~n for it extend, that 
even their sacred poetry was compo~ed in triads. 

In all the mysteries, from Egypt to Scandinavia, we find a 
sacred regard for the number three. In the rites of .Mithras, the 
Empyrean was said to be supported by three intelligences, Or
muzd, 1\lithra, and 1\Iithras. In the rites of Hindostan, there 
was the trinity of l3rahma, Vishnu, and Siva. It was, in short, 
a general character of the mysteries to have three principal offi
cers and tbree grades of initiation. 

In Freemasonry, the number three is the most important and 
universal in its application of all the mystic numbers. Thus we 
find it pervading the whole ritual. 'l'here are three degrees of 
Ancient Craft i)!asonry-three principal officers of a lodge
three support~-three ornaments-three greater and threP 
lcs~er lights-three movable and three 1mmo-rable jewels_
three principal tenets-three rounds of Jacob's ladder-tlnee 
working tools of a Fellow-Craft-three princip:ll orders of ~nchitcc4 

turc-thr~e important human senses-thr<'e ancient Grand ::\Jns4 

ters-t.hrec recl'cant F.·. C.·. ;-and indeed S{) many instancc5 ot 
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the consecration of the number that it would exceed the ti•nit~ 

of this volume to record thelli.. 

THHEE GLOBES, RITE OF THE GRAND LODGE OF 
The JodO'e of" Tht·ee Globes" was e:stublishcd at Berlin in 17 -f(j, 

r" 

an<l in 17G5 was constituted as a Grand Lodge. It, for a loug 

time, practised only the three primitive degrees of Ancient Craft 
Masonry; but afterwards adopted seven others, borrowed from 
France. The three ancient degrees are under the control of 
the Grand Lodge, but the seven higher ones are governed by an 
Internal Supreme Orient, whose members are, however, elected 
by the Grand Lodge. The rite of the Grand Lodge of the 
Three Globes is practised by one hundred and seventy-seven 
lodges in Germany. 

THREE STEPS. The three steps on the l\Iaster's carpet are 
emblematic of the three stages of human life-youth, manhood, 
and old ·age, and allude to the three degrees which are respec~ 
tively representations of these three stages. 

THRESHING-FLOOR. The threshing-floor of Arauntl.h, or 
Ornan the J ebusite, was on :Mount l\Ioriah. It was purchased 
by David for a place of sacrifice, for six hundred shekels of gold, 
and on it the temple was afterwards built. See Ornan the Jeb?.~t
site. 

THU~I~IIN. See Urim and Thurnmim. 

TILER. An officer in a symbolic lodge, whose duty it is to 
guard the lodge against the int.rusion of the profane. As in 
opera.tiYc masonry, the tiler, when the edifice is erected, finishes 
:md covers it with the roof, so in speculative Masonry, when the 
l0dge 1s duly organized, the Tiler closes the door and covers the 
aarrcd precincts from all intrusion. The Tiler is not necessarily 
a member of the lodge, but should always be a worthy j)!ason 
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an<l skilful in the <;raft He gcueraJly receives a me-derate com
pensation for his services. 

TITO. Tito Prince Harodim was one of the especial faYourites 
of King Solomon. He presided over the lodge of Intendants 
of the Building, and was one of the twelve Tilustrious Knights 
\vho were set -over the twelve tribes, that of Napthali being 
placed under his care. 

TOKEN. This word, in Hebrew, 1'11~, oth, is frequently 
used in Scripture to signify a sign or me~orial of something 
past, some covenant made or promise given. Thus God says to 
Noah, of the rainbow "it shall be for a token of a covenant be
tween me and the earth;" and to Abraham, he says of circum
cision, '' it shall be a token of the covenant betwixt me and you." 
In masonry, the grip of recognition is called a token, because it 
is an outward sign of the covenant of friendship and fellowship 
entered into between the members of the fraternity, and is to be 
considered as a memorial of that covenant which was made, ' 
when it was first received by the candidate, between him and the 
order into which he was then initiated. 

TRACING-BOARD. A painting representing the emblems 
peculiar to a degree, arranged for t~e convenience of the lec
turer. Each degree of symbolic masonry bas its tracing-board, 
which are distinguished as tracing-boards the first, second, and 
third. It is, therefore, the same as the flooring or carpet. 

TRADITIO~S. The legends or traditions of Freemasonry 
constitute a very consider-able and important part of its ritual. 
In many instances these traditions have been corrupted by 
anachronisms and other errors, which haYe naturally crept into 
them during a long series of oral transmission. No one, there· 
fore, can for a moment contend that all the legends and tradi· 
tions of the order are, to ~he very letter) historical facts. AH 
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that can be claimed for them is, thut in some there is a great 
deal of truthful narrative, more or less overlaid with fiction; in 
others, simply a mere substmtum of history; and in otLers, no
thing more than an idea, to which the legend or mytl1 is indebted 
for its existence, and of which it is, as a symbol, the exponent. 

The intelligent :Mason will always, howe\er, be able, after a 
little coosideration, to separate the substratum of truth from the 
superstructure of fiction which has been imposed upon it. And 
then, what is presented as a tradition will ofttn be found to be a 
mere myth or allegory, whose symbolic teaching is of gl'cal 
beaut.y and importance. It is a part of the science of Freema
sonry to elaborate out of these traditions the truth, symbolic or 
historical, which they are intended to convey, and to distinguish 
a tmdition founded in fact from one which is based upon a myth, 
so as to assign to the annals and the poetry of the order their 
respective portions. 

TR.A.i{SIENT BRETHRE~. Transient brethren, when they 
visit a lodge, are to be cordially welcomed and properly clothed. 
But on no occasion are they admitted until, after the proper pre
cautions, they have proved themselves to be " true and trusty." 
See Vi'sit, R/ght of 

TRANSIENT CANDIDATE. A transient candidate is one 
not living in the place where he applies for admission. If well 
recommended by two or more members of the lodge, a ballot. 
may take place on the same night that he applies ; whereas, in 
the case of a permanent resident, the letter must be referred to a 
committee, and lie over for at least a month. 

TRA YELLI~G FREE:\LASO~S. Ther~ is no portion of 
our annals so worthy of investigation as that which is embraced 
hy the middle ages of ChristenJom, when the whole of Europe 
was perambulated by our brethren in associations of tra\?elling 
artisans, under the name of "Free aud Accepted Masons," f0r 
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the purpose of erecting religious edifices. There is not a coun~ 
try of Europe which does not at this day contain honourable 
evidences of the skill and industry of our masonic ancestors. I 
therefore propose, in the present article, to give a brief sketch 
of the oribin, the progress and the character of these travelling 
architects. 

Clavel, in his "Histoire Pittoresque de la Franc-)Ia<;onnerie," 
has traced the organization of these associations to the "collegia 
artificum," or coUeges of artisans,* wh1ch were instituted at 
Rome by Numa, in the year B. C. 714, and whose members were 
originally Greeks, imported by this lawgiver for the purpose of 
embellishing the city over which he reigned. 

These associations existed in Rome in the time of the empe
rors. They were endowed with certain privileges peculiar to 
themselves, such as a government by their own statutes, the 
power of making contracts as a corporation, and an immunity 
from taxation. Their meetings were held in private, like the 
esoteric schools of the philusophers. Their presiding officers 
were called "magistri." They were divided into three cla5ses, 
corresponding with the three degrees of Freemasonry, and they 
admitteJ into their ranks, as honomry members, persons who 
were not., by profession, operative masons. Finally, they used a 
symbolic language drawn from the implements of masonry, and 
they were in possession of a secret mode of recognition. 

In time, the "collegia artificum" became the repository of all 
the rites whjch were brought to Rome from foreign countries, 
and thus we may suppose the Hebrew mysteries, o1· Temple )la
soury, to have been introduced into that country. This supposi 
tiou may derive some support from the fact, that . in the time of 
Julius Coosar the Jews were first permitted to open their syna
gogues and worship the God of their fathers, without restraint, 
at Rorue,-a toleration for which they were probaLly indebted tc 
their fraten1ization with the members of the colleges of artificers; 

*·see Roman CollegciJ, in this work. 
4~ 
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and in the reign of Augustus, many of the Roman knights em· 
braced Judaism, and publicly obserYed the Sabbath. 

These "sodalitates," or fraternities, began upon the mvas10n 
of the barbarians to decline in numbers, in respectability, and 
m power. But on the conversion of' the whole empire, they or 
others of a similar character began again to flourish. The priests 
of the Christian church became their patrons, and under their 
guidance they devoted themselves to the building of churches 
aud monasteries. In the tenth ce_ntury, they were established as 
a free guild or corporation in Lombardy. The most celebrated 
of these corporations in Italy was that of Como, and the name 
of "l\lugistri Comacini," or l\Iasters of Como, became at length, 
says l\1 uratori, the generic name for all these associations of 
architects. 

From Lombardy, which they soon filled with religious edifices, 
they passed beyond the Alps, into all the countries where Chris
tianity, but recently established, required the erection of churches. 
The popes encouraged their designs, and more than one bull 
w3s despatched, conferring on them privileges of the most exten
sive character. A monopoly was granted to them for the erec
tion of all religious edifices; they were declared independent of 
the sovereigns in whose dominions they might be temporarily re
siding, and subject only to their own private laws; they were 
perruitted to regu1ate the amount of their wages; were exempted 
from all kinds of taxation; and no l\fason, not belonging to their 
association, was permitted to compete with or oppose them in the 
pursuit of employtllent. .A.nd in one of the papal decrees on 
the subject of these artisans, the supreme pontiff declares that 
these regulations have been made "after tbe example of Hiram, 
King of Tyre, when he sent artisans to King Solomon for the 
purpose of building the Temple of Jerusalem." 

After filling the continent with cathedt·als, parochial churches, 
and monasteries, ami increasing their own numbers by accessions 
Qf new members from all the countries in which they had been 
labouring, they passed over into England, and there introduced 
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their peculiar style of builtling. Thence they travelled to Scot
land, and there have rendered their existence eve1· memorable by 
establishing, in the parish of Kilwinning, where they were erect
ing an abbey, the germ of Scottish Freemasonry, which has regu
larly descended through the Grand Lodge of Scotland to the 
present day. 

The government of these fraternities, wherever they might be 
for the. time located, was very regular and uniform. When 
about to commence the erect}on of a religious edifice, they first 
built huts, or, as they were termed, lodges in the vicinity, in 
which they resided for the sake of economy as well as conveni
ence. It is from these that the present name of our places of 
meeting is derived. Over every ten men was placed a wuden, 
who paid them wages, and took care that there should be no 
needless expenditure of materials, and no careless loss of imple
ments. Over the whole, a surveyor or master, called in their 
old documents, "magister," presided, and directed the general 
labour. 

The Abbe Grandidier, in a letter at the end of the l\larquis 
Luchet's "E'isai sur les llZ.umines," has quoted from the ancient 
register of the nlasons at Strasburg, the regulations of the asso· 
ciati?n which built the splendid cathedral of that city. I hav·e 
not been successful in my efforts to obtain a sight of the original 
work, but the elaborate treatise of Clave! furnishes us with the 
most prominent details of all that Grandidier has preserved. 
The Cathedral of Strasburg was commenced in the year 1277, 
under·t;he direction of Hervin de Steinbach. The l\lusons who, 
under his directions, were engaged in the construction of this 
noblest specimen of the Gothic style of architecture, were dh·ided 
into the separate ranks of l\lasters, Craftsmen, and Apprentices 
The place where they assembled was called a. "hutte," a German 
word equivalent to our English term, lodge. · They employed 
the implements of masonry as emblems, and wore them ns in5ig
ma. They had certain signs and words of recognition, and re
ceived their new members with peculiar and secret ceremonies, 
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adruitting into their ranks many eminent persons who were not 

operative .:\Iasons by pl'ofessiou. * 
'The fraternity of Strasburg became celebrated throughout 

Germany j H1eir superiority was acknowledged by the kindred 
associations, and they in time received the appellation of the 
"haupt hutte," or Grand Lodge, and exercised supremacy oYer 
the hlltten of Suabia, Hesse, Bavaria, Franconia, Saxony, Tlm
ringia, and the countries bordering on the river )Joselle. The 
l\lasters of these several lodges as~emblcd at Ratisbon in 1459, 

*The correspondent of tho Boston Atlas gave, in 1847, the following details 
of the Cathedral at Cologne, another lal)our of the Tra.\'elling Freemasons of 
the Middle Ages: 

"There stood the huge mass, a proud monument to Gerhard, .Master of the 
Cologne Lodge of Freemasons, and resisting, as it does, the attacks of nature 
and the labour of man, a symbol of that mystic brotherhood which, to use the 
words of Lafayette, 'owes a double lustre to those who have cherished, and to 
those who h11ve persecuted it.' 

* * 
"During the interval between 12-!8 and 1323, there were not only fifty 

.Masters, and three times as mauy Fellow-Craft, dnily employed, but a large 
number of Entered Apprentices, from all parts of Christendom, who had come 
to 8tmly both the operati\·e and speculative branches of the art, and carried 
home with them the principles which directed tho erection of almost every 
Gothic monument of the age; others, which prepared the way for the light of 
the Reformati,Jn : 

'They dt·eamt not of a perishable home, 
Who could thus build.' 

"After the S('~ession of the Freemasons from the church, the works were sus
pended, leaving only the choir, with its side aisles, completed. Saxa.tilc creep
ers ~overed the other foundations, and after remaining untouched, e.~cept by 
the iron band o~ Time, for nearly five centuries,. it could but remind one of a 
1 broken promise to God.' In 1829, the attention of the King of Prussia was 
directed to it, and tbe W.Jrk recommenced with such skill, that an association 
was formed in 1842 for the purpoge of continuing it vigorously. * * * • 
'fhe original pla.ns, which were taken from lhe lodge by the French in 1794, 
have been recovered, and are strictly a.dhereu to by the architect, l\1. Zmcrner, 
who bas e\•en adQpted the ancient and accepted didsion of the workmen. 
'l'he first class receives 57 cents per diem, the second, 43 cents, and the thirliJ 

41 cents, those in tbe two latter receiving promolion when their industry ~utf 
ability merit \t." 
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and 011 the 25th of April contracted an act of union, declaring 
the chief of the Strasburg Cathedral the only and perpetual 
Grand Master of the General Fraternity of Freemasons of 
Germany. 

Similar institutions existed in France and in Switzerland. Iu 
the latter country the Grand Lodge was established \ riginally at 
Berne, about the middle of the fifteenth century, during the 
construction of the cathedral at that place, but in 1502 it was 
transferred to Zurich. 

The details of the proceedings of the tra-velling Freemasons 
in England are more familiar, as well as more interesting, to us. 

They entered that kingdom at an early period. ' ' e haYt. already 
seen that their organization in Italy, as a free guild, t.ook place 
early in the tenth century; and we know, from undoubted docu· 
ments, that Prince Ed"·in assembled the English Masons at 
York in 926, when the first English Grand J.Jodge was consti
tuted. It is from this general assembly of our ance~tors at 
York, that all the existing com.:titutions of our E11glish and 
American lodges derive their authority. From that period the 
fraternity, with -various intermissions, continued to pursue their 
labours, and constructed many edifices which still remain as 
monuments of their skill as workmen, and their taste as archi
tects. Kings, in many instances, became their patrons, and 
their labours were superintended by powerful noblemen and emi
nent prelatrs , who, for this purpose, were admitted as members 
of the fraternity. )Jany of the old charges, for the better 
government of their lodges, have been preserved, and are still to 
be found in our books of Constitution~, e-very line of which incli
cates that they were originally drawn up for associations strict1y 
and exclusiV"ely operative in their character. 

In glancing QVer the history of this singular oony of archi
tcr:t~, we are struck with several important peculiarides. 

Tn the first plnce, they were strictly ecclesia~tical in their con. 
:;titution. The Pope, the suprellle Pontiff of the Chnreh, WllS 

their patron and protector. They were supported and encouraged 
·!2* 
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by bishops and abbots, and hence their chief employment. appear:r 
to have been in the construction of religious edi ficcs. Like tllCii 

ancestors, who were engaged in the erection of the magnificeJJt 
Temple of Jerusalem, they devoted themseh·es to labour for the 
u House of the Lord." .l\Iasonry was then, as it had been be· 
fore, and has ever been since, intimately connected with religion. 

They were originally all operatives. But the artisans of that 
period were not educated men, and they were compelled to seek 
among the clergy, the only men of learning, for those whose 
wisdom might coutrive, and whose cultivated taste might adorn, 
the plans which they by their practical skill were to carry in to 
effect. lit-nee the germ of that speculative masonry, which ouce 
dividing the charader of the fraternity with the operathe, now 
completely occupies it, to the entire exclusion of the latter. 

But, lastly, from the circumstclnce of their union and concert, 
arose a uniformity of design in all the public buildings of that 
period-a uniformity so remarkaLle as to find its explanation 
only in the fact, that their construction was committed through
out the whole of Europe, if not always to the same indidduals, 
at least to members of the same a~sociation. The remarkR of 
1\lr. Hope on this subject, in his "History of Architecture," (p. 
239,) are well worthy of perusal. "The architects of all the 
sacred edifices of the Latin church, wherever such arose,-north, 
south, east, or west,-thus deriYed their scir.nce from the same 
central school; obeyed in their designs the same hierarchy; were 
directed in their constructions by the same principles of propriety 
and taste; kept up with each other, in the most distant parts to 
which they might be sent, the most constant correspondence; 
and rendered every minute improvement, the property of the 
whole body and a new conquest of the art. The result of this 
unanimity was, that at each successive period of the monastic 
dynasty, on whatever point a new church or new monastery 
might be erected, it resembled all those raised at the same period 
in every other place, boweYer distant from it, as if both had been 
built in the same place by the same artist. For instance, we 
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bnd, at particular epochs, churches as far distant from each other 
as the north of Scotland and the south of Italy, to be minutely 
-'3imilar in all the essential characteristics." 

In conclusion, we may remark, with some pride as their de
scendants, that the world is indebted to this association for the 
introduction of the Gothic, or, as it has lately been denominated, 
the pointed style of architecture. This style-so different from 
the Greek or Roman orders-whose pointed arches and minute 
tracery distinguish the solemn temples of the olden time, and 
whose ruins arrest the attention and claim the admiration of the 
spectator, has been universally acknowledged to be the invention 
of the travelling Freemasons of the :Jliddle Ages. 

TRA YELLING WARRANTS. These are \Yarrants of Con
stitution granted to lodges, empowering the members to remove 
their lodge at pleasure, and to open it and transact lodge busi
ness in any part of the world in which they may be stationed. 
Such \Yarrants are granted generally to lodges in the army. In 
1779, the .i\Iassachusetts Grand Lodge granted a warrant to Gen. 
Patterson and others, to hold a travelling lodge in the American 
army, to be called "Washington Lodge." In 1756, R. lT'. 
Richard Gridley was authorized "to congregate all Free and Ac
cepted ~Iasons, in the expedition against Crown Point, and form 
them into one or more lodges." In 1738, St. John's Grand 
Lodge, at Boston, granted a travelling warrant to a lodge to bE 
holden in His ·1\Iajesty's 28th regiment, then stationed at Louis· 
burg.* Lodges of this character are still very common in the 
British army.t 

In the London Review, 1834:, two interesting anecdotes are 
recorded of lodge No. 227, attached to the 46th regiment of the 

* l\Ioore's Magazine, vol. i, p. 15. 
t During the late wnr between the United States and 1\fexioo, traYe:ting 

warrants were granted to some of the regiments of volunteers in the American 
nrmy. 
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British army, and working under a trcwcllin~ warrant from tn6 

Grand Lodge of Ireland. During the R.eYolution, "the nwsonic 
chest of the 46th, by the chance of war, fell i11 to the hands of 
the Americans: the captors reported the circumstance to Gen. 
'\Yashington, who em braced the opportunity of testifyin~ his ad· 
miration of masonry in the most marked and gratifying manner, 
by directing that a guard of honour, under the command of a 
distinguished officer, should take charge of the chest, with many 
artides of \·alue belonging to the 4Gth, and returned them to the 
regiment. In 1805, the cheRt was captured again in Dominica, 
by the French, who carried it on board their fleet without know
ing its contents. Three years .afterward, the chest, at. the re
quest of the officers who had commanded the expedition, was 
returned by the FrencL govemment with seYeral complimentary 
presents." 

TREASURER. The fourth officer of a symbolic lodge, whose 
duty it is to receive all ruoney from the hands of the Secl'etary, 
or otherwise, and pay it out again by the order of the "\Yorship· 
ful l\Iaster, and with the consent of the lodge. He js a. respon
sible officer, and is generally required to give security for the 
faithful performance of his duties. 

TRESTLE-BOARD. A trestlc-bonrd, from the French Ires

teem, is a board placed on a wooden frame of three legs. ~la

sonically, it means the board on which the master workman lays 
his designs to direct the craft in their labours. In speculati ye 
Freemasonry, it is symbolical of the books of nature and reYcla
t.ion, in which the Supl'eme Architect of the Universe has de
veloped his will, for tLe guidance and direction of his creature8, 
in the great labour of their lives, the erection of a temple of 
holiness in the heart. 

TRL\XGLE, DOUBLE. The double triangle is dcsc·ribed 
by some writers as identical with the pentalpha of Pythagoras, 
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~~ pentangle of Solomon. This, however, is not t-he case. The 
pcntalpha has five lines and five angles, and 
the double triangle has six lines and six 
angles. The former, was among the Pytha
goreaus, an emblem of health, and among 
Masons it is the outline or origin of the five
pointed star, the emblem of fellowship; the 
latter is the Seal of Solomon, or Shield of David. In Christian 
churches it is a symbol of the twofold nature of Christ. 

TRIANGLE, EQUILATERAL. This, as the most perfect 
of figures, was adopted by all th~ ancient nations as a symbol of 
the Deity. It still retains that al1usion as an emblem of Free
masonry. Among the Hebrews, a jod in the centre of an equi
lateral triangle, was one of the emblems of J eho'"ah. In the 
system of Pythagoras, the obligation was administered to the 
candidate on the Tetractys, which was expressed by ten jods 
arrayed in the form of a triangle, which, with them, was the 
symbol of Deity, as embracing in himself the three stages of 
time, past, present., and future; he was, be is, and he shall be. 
Among the Hebrews, a jod in the centre of a triangle was one 
of the modes of expressing the incommunicable name of J eho
vah, and was supposed, by some authors, to refer to the triune 
God. This allusion to Deity it still preserves in the masonic 
ritual. 

TRIANGLE, TRIPLE. This is another of the numerous 
forms in which the triangle is arranged, and 
like all the others, it is used as a symbol of 
Deit.y, though perhaps it is here made w ...----¥-----, 

assume a still more sacred character from its 
triple form. As such, it has been. adopted as 
the most appropriate jewel of the Illustrious 
Prelate in a Commandery of Knights Templars. 
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TRIPLE; TAU. The Tau Cross, or Cross t\f St Anthony, i5 
a cross in the form of a Greek T. The triple tau is a figure 
formed by three of these crosses meeting in a point, and there
fore resembling a letter T Testing on the traverse beam of an II. 
'rhis emblem is not adopted in American Freemasonry, but placed 
in the centre of a triangle and circle-both emblems of the 
Deity; it constitutes the jewel of the Royal Arch as practi::;ed 
in England, where it is so highly esteemed as to be called the 
"emblem of all emblems," and "the grand emblem of Royal 
Arch l\Iasonry." The original signification of this emblem has 
been variouf'ly explained. Some suppose it to include the initials 
of the Temple of Jerusalem, T. II., Tcmpl1.t/tn Hie1·osolyrnce j 
others, that is a symbol of the mystical union of the Father and 
Son, H signifying Jehovah, and T, or tbe cross, the Son. A 
writer in 1\Ioore:s Magazine ingeniously supposes it to be a repre
sentation of three T squares, and that it alludes to the three 
jewels of the three ancient Grand :Masters. It has also been 
said that it is the monogram of Hiram of Tyre, and others assert 
that it is only a modification of the Hebrew letter sldn, t!', which 
was one of the Jewish abbreviations of the sacred name. Oliver 
thinks, from its connection with the circle and triangle in the 
Royal Arch jewel, that it was intended to typify the sacred name 
as the authoi· of eternal Jife. The English Royal Arch lectures 
say that "by its intersection it forms a given number of angles 
that may be taken in five several combinations j and, reduced, their 
amount in right angles will be found equal to the five Platonic 
bodies which represent the four elements and the sphere of the 
Universe." Amid so many speculations, I need not hesitate to 
offer one of my own. I have already stated under the article 
Tau Gross, that the Prophet Ezekiel speaks of the tau or tau 
cross as the mark distinguishing those who were to be sav-ed, on 
account of their sorrow for their sins, from those who, as idolaters, 
were to be s]ain. It was a mark or sign of favourable distinc
tion, and with tl1is allusion we may, therefore, suppose the triple 
tau to be used in the Royal Arch degret> as a mark designating 
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and separating those who know and worship the true name of 
God, from those who are ignorant of that august mystery. 

TR01VEJ.A. An implement of operative masonry, which has 
b~en adapted by speculative l\Iasons as the peculiar working tool 
of the Master's degree. By this implement, and its use in ope
rative masonry to spread the cement which binds a1l the parts of 
the building into one common mass, we are taught to spread the 
cement of affection and kindness, which unites all the members 
of the masonic family, wheresoever dispersed over the globe, into 
one companionship of Brotherly Love, Relief, and Truth. 

This implement is also very appropriately devoted to the Mas
ter's degree, because, as l\laster l\Iasons only, do we constitute 
the recognised members of the great brotherhood of masonry. 
The Entered Apprentice and Fellow-Craft are not considered as 
members of the masonic family. 

Again is this implement considered the appropriate wnrking 
tool of a )laster Jlason, because, in operative masonry, while the 
Apprentice is engaged in preparing the rude materials, which 

require only the guage and gavel to give them their proper shape, 
the Fellow-Craft, places them in their proper position by means 
of the plumb, level, and square; but the ~I aster l\Iason alone, 
having examined their correctness, and proved them true and 

trusty, secures them permanently in their place by spreading, 
with the trowel, the cement that irrevocably binds them together. 

The trowel has also been adopted as the jewel of the Select 
. ~!aster. But its uses in this degree are not symbolical. They 
are simply connected with the historical legend of the degree. 

TROWEL AND SWORD. In the degree of Knights of 
tbe gast we are told that at the building of the second tcmrle, 
Zerubbabd orllcrctl the workmen to carry a sword in one hand 
and a trowel in the other, so that while they worked with one 
hand they lllight be enabled tn defend themselves with the ol h 'r 
from the at tacks nf their em·iou:3 neighb.:>rs, the Samaritans. To 
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commemorate the valour of these worthy craftsmen, the sword and 
trowel en saltire have been place upon the English Royal ..Arch 
Tracing-board. In the American ritual this expressive symbol 
of valour and piety has been omitted. 

'l'RO\VEL, CO)IPANY OF THE. A society composed of 
learned and eminent persons, instituted at Florence in 1512. 
Its emblems were the trowel, the gavel and the square, and its 
patron was St. Andrew. Clave! thinks the institution was deri
ved from the society of Travelling Freemasons, and was organ
ized by persons of quality, who had been admitted as honorary 
member., of that operative association. 

TRUE illASO~S, ORDER OF THE. A brauch of the 
Hermetic rite of Pernet.ti, under the name of the order of True 
:Masons, was establishe.l at Montpelier, in 1778, by Boileau, 
who subsequently introduced the Philosophic Scotch rite. It 
consisted of six degrees. 1, the True .JJason; 2, the True :\In
son in the right way; 3, Knight of the Golden Key; 4, Kuight 
of the Itainbow; 5, Knight of t.he Argonauts; G, Knight of 
Golden :Fleece. 

TRUTH. Truth is one of the three principal tenets of our 
order, Brotherly Love and Relief being the other two. To be 
"true and trusty'' is one of tbe first lessons in which tbe a~pirant 
is instructed. All other things are mortal and transitory, but 
truth alone is immutable and eternal; it is the attribute of Him 
in whom there is no variableness nor shadow of changing. 

TUBAI, CAI~. The son of I.~amech; the first who wrought 
m iron and brass. He wns the inYentor of edge-tools, and in
troduced many arts into society which teuucd tow.trds its improve. 
ment and civilization. 'l'ubal Cain is the Yulcnn of the pt1~ans, 
and is thought to have been closely connected with Ancient Free· 
masonry. Faber says that "all the most l'emarkablc ancient 
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buildings of 0 re~<:e, Bgypt and A::;ia )linor, were ascribed tc 
Oabirnan or Cyclopean l\la::;ons," the descendants of Vulcan, Dhu 
Balcan, the god Balcan, or Tubal Cain. Oliver says "in after 
times Tubal Cain, under the name of Vulcan and his Cyclops, 
figurad as workers in metals and inventors of the mysteries; and 
hence it is probable that he was the hierophant of a similar institu
tion in his day, copied from the previous system of Seth, and ap
plied to the improvement Jf schemes more adapted to the..physical 
pursuits of the race to which he belonged."* For these reasou~ 
Tubal Cain has been consecrat-ed, among masons of the pre
sent day, as an ancient brother. His introduction· of the arts 
of civilization having given the first value to property, TubJ.l 
Cain has been considered among masons as a symbol of wOJ·lJLy 
possesswns. 

TUSCAN ORDER. One of the five orders 9f architecture, 
and of comparatively modern date, having been invented by the 
Italians. It so much resembles the Doric, that it has been con
sidered by most writers as merely a variety of that order. Its 
want of antiquity causes it to be held in but little esteem among 
Freemasons. 

TWELVE ILLUSTRIOUS KNIGHTS. See Sublime 
Knight Elected. 

TWELVE GRAND POINTS OF ~IASONRY. The old 
English lectures contain the following p:tssage : "There are in 
Freemasonry twelve original points, which form the basis of the 
system, and comprehend the whole ceremony of initiation. \Yith
out the existence of these points, no man ever was or can be legally 
and essentially received into the order. Every person who is 
made a mason mus~ go through all these tweh~c forms and cere
monies, not only in the first degree, but in every subsequent one." 

;:; Oliver, Landmarks, ii. If. 213. 
4:-~ 
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Important as our ancient brethren tlet.:med the explanatioL of 
these points, the Grand Lodge of England thought proper, in 1818, 
to strike them from its ritual, and as they never were introduced 
into this country, a synopsis of them may not be uninteresting or 
unacceptable. 

These twelve points refer the twelve parts of the ceremony of 
initiation to the twelve tribes of Israel, in the following manner: 

1. To Reuben was referred the opening of the lodge, because 
he was tbe first-born of his father. 

2. To Simeon was referred the preparation of the candidate, 
because he prepared the instruments of destruction for the slaughter 
of t.be Shechemites. 

3. To Levi was referred the rep01·t, because he gave a sig
nal or report to his brothers when they assailed the men of 
Shechen. 

4. To Juda~ was referred the entrance, of the candidate, be
cause this tribe first entered the promised land. 

5. To Zebulun was referred the pra;lJer, because the prayer and 
blessing of his father was conferred on him in preference to his 
brother, Issachar. 

6. To Issachar was referred the ci'l'c'u,mambulation, because, as 
an indolent and thriftless tribe, they required a leader to advance 
them to an equal elevation with the other tribes. 

7. To Dan was referred the cere~ony of advancing to the 
altar, as · a contrast with the rapid advance of that tribe to 
idolatry. 

8. To Gad was referred the obligation, because of the vow of 
J'ephtha, a member of that tribe. 

9. To Asher was referred the time when the candidate was 
intrusted, because Asher, by the fertile soil of its district, was 
represented by fatness and royal dainties, which were compared 
to the riches of masonic wisdom which the candidate then re
ceived. 

10. To Naphthali was referred the investm,ent, when the can
didate, having received his apron, was declared free, because the 
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tribe of Naphthali had a peculiar freedom att.ached to them in 
conformity wit.h the blessing pronounced by 1\Ioses. 

11. To Joseph was referred the n01·th-east corne1·, because, a~ 
:his reminds us of the most superficial part of masom·y, so the 
two half tribes of Ephraim and l\Ianasseh, of which the tribe of 
Joseph was composed, were accounted more superficial than the 
rest, inasmuch us they were only the grandsons of the patriarch 
Jacob. 

12. To Benjamin was referred the closing of the lodge, because 
he was the last son of Jacob. 

These points, as I have already observed, are now obsolete, 
but they afford instruction, and will be found worthy of at
tention. 

TWENTY-FOUR INCH GUAGE. An instrument made 
use of in operative masonry, for the purpose of measuring and 
laying out work, and which, in speculative masonry, constituteR 
one of the working tools of the Entered Apprentice. Th€ 
twenty-four inches which are marked upon its surface, are em
blematical of the twenty-four hours of the day, which, being di
vided into three parts, instruct the mason to give eight l10urs to 
labour, eight hours to the service of God and a worthy, distressed 
brother, and eight to refreshment and sleep. William of ~Ialm£" 
bury tells us, that this method of dividing the day is the same 
that was adopted by King Alfred. Why the twenty-four inch 
guage has been adopted as the working tool of an Entered Ap
prentice, may be seen by a reference to the word Implements. 

TYLER. An obsolete spelling. See Tiler. 

TYRE. A city of Phenicia, on the coast of the l\Iediterranean 
sea, ninty-three miles north of Jerusalem. It is distinguished in 
masonic history for the part taken by Hiram, its king, in supply
ing workmen and materials for the building of the Temple. Thi;; 
magnificent place, once the richest a·nd most powerful of the citie~ 
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of the coast, has long since been demolished, and on a part of 
its ruins the insignjficant village of Sur has been founded by the 
Metoualies. 

u. 
UNANIMITY. Unanimity in the choice of candidates is con

sidered so essential to the welfare of the fraternity, that the old 
regulations of the Grand Lodge of England, have expressly pro
vided for its preservation in the following words : 

"But no man can be entered a brother in any particular lodge, 
or admitted a membeT thereof, without the unanimous consent of 
all the members of the lodge then present, when the candidate 
is proposed, and when their consent is formally asked by the ~las
ter. They are t.o give their consent it their own prudent way, 
either virtually or in form, but with unanimity. Nor is this in
herent privilege subj ect to a dispensation; because the member 
of a particular lodge are the best judges of it; and becam~e, if a 
turbulent member should be imposed upon them, it might spoil 
their harmony, or hinder the freedom of their communication, or 
even break and disperse the lodges, which ought to be avoided by 
all true and faithful."* See Ba.llot. 

UNFAVOURABLE REPORT. The unfavourable report of 
a committee on the application of a candidate is equivalent to a 
rejection, and precludes the necessity of a ballot. For the reason, 
see Election. 

UNIVERSI TERRARUl\1 ORBIS ARCIIITECTONIS 
PER GLORIAl\1 INGE.NTIS. By the Glory of the Granc; 

;;; R(!'\'lSEld Regula tion~, anno 1767. 
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A1'rhitr.ct of the Uu ive1;se.-This is the caption to all balustres or 
llocuments emanating from a Sovereign Inspector or Supreme 
Council of the 33d degree of the Ancient Scotch rite. 

UPRIGHT POSTURE. To man alone, of all the inhabi
tants of the earth, has his Creat.or given an upright and erect 
posture, to elevate his mind by the continual sight of the heavenly 
host, and by the noble thoughts that his natural attitude inspires, 
to draw him from the grovelling cares of earth, to a contempla
~ion of the divine sources from whence he sprang. In the hu
man race this erect stature is the foundation of their dominion 
and superiority over all the rest of the animal world.* 

H Thus while the mute creation downward bend 
Their sight, a,nd to their earthly mother tend, 
Man looks aloft, and with eternal eyes 
Beholds his own hereditary skies."t 

The man who has planted his feet upon the immutable square 
of morality, and whose body is erect in the proud consciousness 
of virtue, is, indeed, worthy ·of the dominion which has been 
given him over the beasts of the field and the fowls of the air. 
And the mason, remembering that "God hath made man up
right,"t should constantly endeavour to preserve that upright 
posture of his body and his mind. 

URil\1 AND THUl\11\II~I. Two Hebrew words, O'i,~ and 
C ~~D' Aurim and Thummim, signifying, as they have been 
translated in the Septuagint, " Light and Truth."§ They were 
sacred lots worn in the breast-plate of the High Priest, and to bf' 
consulted by him alone for the purpose of obtaining a revelation 

*Turner, Sac. His. World. I. lett. 21, p. 420. 

t Pronaque cum spectent animalia cretera terram 
Os bomini sublime dedit: c<.elumque tueri 
Jussit, et erectos ad sidera tollere vultus. 

Ovid. J!et. B. i. 84. 

t Ecclesinstes, vii. 29. 
4o* 
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of the will of God in matters of great moment. \Vhat they 
were, authors on Jewish antiquities have not been at:ie to agree. 
Some suppose, that the- augury consisted in a more splendid ap
pearance of certain letters of the names of the tribes in~cribed 
upon the stones of the breast-plate ; others, that it was rP.cci vcd 
by voice from two small images which were placed beyond the folds 
of the breast-plate. A variety of other conjectures han; been 
ha~arded, but as Godwyn observes, "he spoke best, who ingeni
ously confessed that he knew not what Urim and Thummim was.''* 

But the researches of Egyptian Archreologists haYe thrown 
much light upon this intricate subject, and relieved it of many 
of its difficulties. It is now known that the Egyptian judges 
wore breast-plates having inscribed on them two figures, the one 
of the Sun Ra, in a double sense, that of physical and intellec
tual light, and the other, that of the goddess Thrne in her two
fold capacity of truth and justice. 

Now in Hebrew the double capacity of any thing is expressed 
by the plural form of the noun. But the Egyptian Ra, the sun 
ol light, is in Hebrew Aw· ancl TJm~,e, truth is Thme. Aur, in 
the plural, is Aurim. Thmc, in the plura1, is Tlm~-im Now it 
seems to me, and I have the high authority of the Egyptian 
archreo1ogists with me, that the .A.urim and Thurnmim of the 
Hebrew breast-plate were borrowed from the breast·plates of the 
Egyptian judges. :'11 oscs, we know, was versed in all the learn· 
ing of the Egyptians, and these very breast-plates had already 
been consecrated in the eyes of the Jews by their seeing them 
worn as tokens of official dignity by the ministers of justice, 
who were also High Priests in that Egypt which had formerly 
been the land of their task-masters. 

URN. The urn has been adopted as a memorial of death; 
because formerly it was the custom, instead of burying corpses, 
to burn them upon a funeral pyre, and doposit the ashe& in an 

'~ ~loses an1l Aaron, B. iY. cb. S. 
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a1rn. This custom was sometimes adopted by the Jews, as in the 
case of Saul, whose body was burnt by the men of J abesh, 
though their usual method was that of inhumation. 

v. 
VEILS. The veils of the tabernacle were of four colours, 

blue, purple, scarlet, and white or fine linen: These colours 
have been adopted as the symbolic colours of masonry. \Vhite 
is the emblem of innocence, and is found in the gloves and 
apron; blue is the emblem of universal friendship, and is appro
priated to the symbolic degrees; scarlet is the emblem of zeal 
and fervency, and is appropriated to the Royal Arch ; purple, 
which is the union of blue and scarlet, is thence the emblem of 
unity and concord, and has been adopted as the colour of the in
termediate degrees between the symbolic and the Royal Arch. 
The Jews, according to Josephus, gave to these veils an astro
nomical signification, and supposed them to represent the four 
elements. Fine white linen was a symbol of the earth, because 
it was made out of flax, a production of the earth: the blue, as 
the colour of the sky, was a symbol of the air; the purple, of 
the sea, because it derived jts colour from the murex, a shell-fh.h 
that inhabits the sea; and the scarlet was the natural symbol of 
fire.* 

VEILS, l\IASTERS OF THE. Three officers of a Royal 
Arch Chapter, who, being armed with a sword, and bearing a 
banner of the appropriate colour, are stationed at the blue, pur. 
ple, and scarlet veils. The white Ycil is guarded by the Royal 
Arch Captain. 

- -- ---------------- --------
* Jo11ephus, Antiq. Judnic, lib. iii. c. 7. 
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VERGER. An officer in a Council of Knights of the Holy 
Serulchre, corresponding to the Senior Deacon in a sy1..nbolic 
lodge. 

VISI'l~ATION. The official visit of the Grand Mu~ter and 
his officers to a subordinate lod.ge, for the purpose of inspecting 
its books and mode of work, is called a visitation. On this OC· 

casion, the lodge should be opened in the l\Iaster's degree; the 
Grand Officers should be received with all the honours of ma· 
sonry, and the seats of the officers of the lodge should be sur
rendered to the corresponding Grand Officers. This last is done 
as an acknowledgment of the authority from which the lodge de. 
rives its Warrant of Constitution. 

The Grand ~raster and the Deputy Grand J\Iaster are entitled, 
in all their visits to subordinate lodges, to certain •privileges, 
which are thus laid down in the English Constitutions: 

" The Grand l\Iaster has full authority to preside in any 
lodge, and to order any of his Grand Officers to attend him; 
his Deputy is to be placed on his right hand, and the Master of 
the lodge on his left hand. llis \V ardens are also to act as 
\Vardens of that particular lodge during his presence." P. 30. 

"The Doputy Grand Master has full authority, unless the 
Grand l\Iaster, or Pro-Grand ~raster, be present, to preside in 
every lodge which be may visit., with the Master of the lodge on 
his right hand. The Grand Wardens, if present, are to act a~ 
Wardens." P. 33. 

But this power of presiding, in an informal visit, does not 
seem to have been extended to the Grand "\"Vardens; though, of 
course, if the visit be official, and the Grand and Deputy Grand 
Masters be absent, the Senior Grand 'Varden will preside as De
puty Grand :rtraster, and the 1\laster of the lodge will, in thnt 
case, sit on the right. 

VISIT, RIGHT OF. Every mason who is a working ln·'J
ther, that is to say, who is a subscribing member of a lodge, oas 
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a right to visit any other lodge as often ·.s it .,nay suit his com·e. 
Jience or his pleasure.* 

This right is guaranteed to eYery mason by the most ancient 
:egubtions. In the "Ancient Charges at the Constitution of a 
Lodge," contained in a 1\IS. of the Lodge of Antiquity in Lon· 
:ion, it is directed, "That every mason receive and cherish 
strange fellowes when they come over the countrie, and sett them 
on worke, if they will worke, as the manner is; that iR to say, if 
the mason have any mould stone in his place, he shall give him 
a mould stone, and Rett him on worke; and if he have none, the 
mason shall refresh him with money unto the next lodge." 

This regulation is explicit. It not only infers the right of 
visit., but it declares that the strange brother shall be welcomed. 
It 1efers, however, only to the case of" strange fellowes," whom 
we now denominate transient brethren. But in the case of bre
thren who reside in the place where the lor]ge is situated, to 
which they demand admittance, other and subsequent regulations 
have been created. In this case it seems to be necessary that 
the visiting brother shall be a member of some other lodge. 
This doctrine is expressed in the following sections of the Consti
tution of the Grand Lodge of England: "A brother, who is 
not a subscribing member to some lodge, shall not be permitted 
to visit any one lodge in the town or place where he resides, 
more than once during his secession from the craft." P . 89. 

A non-subscribing brother is permitted to visit each lodge 
once, because it is supposed that this visit is made for the pur
pose of enabling him to make a selection of the one in which he 
may prefer working. But afterwards he is excluded, in order to 
discountenance those brethren who wish to continue members of 
the order, and to partake of its benefits, without contributing to 
its support. 

* I shall not enter upon the question that bas been mooted by Brotbl.'r 
Moore, [F,.Eemason's .Vag. vol. iii. 225,] whether this is an inherent right. It 
wii\ be sufficient, as seen above, tlmt the right is secured by the oldest regula. 
~ions. 
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Another regulation on this subject is, that no V1s1tor can be 
admitted into a lodge, unless he is personally vouched for by a 
brother present, or has submitted to a due examination. 

A fourth regulation, and one that has lately given occasion ·11 

considerable discussion, is, that a strange brother shall fnrui~ h 
the lodge he desires to visit with a certificate of his goocl stanrl
ing in the order. The regulation requiring certificates has been 
aaid by some to be an innovation. That it is not so, but, on the 
contrary, was in force at an early period, will appear from the 
following extract, from the "Regulations made in General As
sembly, Dec. 27; 1663," under the Grand Mastership of the 
Earl of St. Albans: "3. That no person hereafter who shall be 
accepted a Freemason, slutll be admitted into any lodge or assem
bly, until he bas brought a certificate of the time and place of 
his acceptation, from the lodge that accepted him, unto the 
l\Iaster of that limit or division where such a lodge is kept." 
This regulation has since been reiterated on several occasions; by 
the Grand Lodge of England in 1772, and at subsequent periods 
by several of the Grand Lodges of this and other countries. 

The right of visit is, therefore, regulated by the following 
principles : Transient brethren may visit lodges, provided they 
prove themsel \'es qualified by a voucher or by examination, and 
by the possession of a certificate ; and resident brethren after the 
first visit, only while they are contributing members to the order. 

VOTING. Voting in lodges viva voce is an innovation. 
The ancient method was by holding up one of the han~. In 
the regulations of the Grand Lodge of England, revised in 1767, 
it is said, "The opinions or votes of the members are always to 
be signified by each holding up one of his hands j which uplifted 
hands the Grand Wardens are to count, unless the number of 
hands be so unequal as to render the counting useless. Nor 
should any other kind of division be ever admitted on such 
occasions." 
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VOUCHING. To vouch is to bear witness; vouching for a 
Jrotber is, therefore, bearing witness that he is a true and trusty 
mason. And no one can, of course, give this testimony of a 
stranger's character, unless he has personally satisfied himself of 
his qualifications . 

.A candidate's letter must be signed by two brethren, one of 
whom vouches for his possessing the necessary qualifications, 
moral, mental, and physical, and is, hence, called the voucher ; 
and the other, upon this vouching, recommends him to the 
lodge; and no candidate, unless thus properly vouched for, can 
be suffered to enter upon the ceremonies of initiation. 

w. 
"rAGES. There are various masonic traditions respecting 

the wages paid to the workmen at the building of the temple. 
The whole is stated to have been equal to six hundred and 
seventy-two millions of dollars, but the authorities differ as to 
the proportion in which it was distributed. Of course, the 
higher the degree, the higher must have been the amount of 
wages. A l\Iaster must have received more than a Fellow-Craft. 

There was an old tradition among the English masons, that 
the rrieu were paid in their lodges by shekels-a silver coin of 
about the value of fifty cents-and that the amount was regu
lated by the square of the number of the degree that the work
man had attained. Thus, the Entered Apprentice recciYed one 
shekel per day; the Fellow-Craft, who bad advanced to the 
St-cond degree, received the square of 2, or 2X2=4 shekels; 
n,ud t.he Markman, or third degree, received the square of 3, or 
3 X3=9 skekels; whilst the ninih degree, or Super-Excellent 
:\1uson, received the ~quare of 9, or 9X9=81 shekels. 
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According to this tradition, the pay-roll would b~ as follows· 

An Entered Apprentice received 1 shekel or $00 50 ct8 
A Fellow-Craft, " 4 ,, 2 50 
A l\Iark 1\lan, " 9 " 4 50 
A .Mark l\Iaster, " 16 " 8 oc 
A 1\laster 1\Iason, " 25 " 12 50 
An Architect, " 36 " 18 00 
A Grand Architect, " 49 " 24 50 
An Excellent l\lason, " 64 " 32 00 
A Super-Excellent Mason, 81 " 40 50 

But this calculation seems to have been only a fanciful specu· 
lation of some of our ancient brethren. 

The traditions preser-ved among us relate only to the pay of 
the Fellow-Crafts, and carry with them a much greater air of 
probability. 

According to these, such of the Fellow-Crafts as worked in the 
quarries, and had been made the posses8ors of a mark, received 
their wages in specie, at the rate of a half shekel a day, and 
were paid on the sixth day of the week, at the office of the Senior 
Grand 'Yarden of their lodge. But all the other Fellow-Crafts 
received theirs in the middle chamber, and were paid in corn, 
wine, and oil, according to the stipulation of King Solomon with 
Hiram, King of Tyre: "And, behold, I will give to thy servants, 
the hewers that cut timber, twenty thousand measures of beaten 
wheat., and twenty thousand measures of barley, twenty thou
sand measures of wine, and twenty thousand baths of oil." 
2 Chron. ii. 10. 

'y ARDENS. Two officers in a symbolic lodge, whose duty it 
is to assist tl1e 'V orshipful :)laster in the goYernment of the craft. 
'£he first of these officers is called the Senior, and the second the 
,Tunior, 1Varden. 

Renio1· Wccrden. The duties of a Senior 'Yard.cn are highly 
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tmportant He is_, under the 1\Iaster, to superintend the craft 
during labour, and, in his absence, to preside over the lodge. 
"\Yith the 'V orshipful .Master and the Junior 'y arden, he repre· 
sents the lodge in the Grand Lodge. The Senior 'y arden bas 
the privilege of appointing the Junior Deacon; and to him, 
when the l\laster is otherwise engaged, are all reports to be made 
by that officer. His jewel is a level-an emblem of the equality 
and harmony which should exist among l\Iasons in the lodge 
while at work. Before the Senior Warden is placed, a-nd he 
carries in all processions, a column, which is a representation of 
the right-hand pillar that stood at the porch of King Solomon's 
Temple. 

In case of the death, removal from the State, or expulsion of 
the Master, the Senior 'Varden presides over the lodge for the 
remainder of his term of office. During the temporary absence 
the l\Iaster, the Senior Warden will, sometimes, through courtesy, 
resign the chair to a former Past l\Iaster; yet, in this case, the 
latter officer derives his authority from the Warden, and cannot 
act until this officer has congregated the lodge. The same thing 
is applicable to the Junior 'Varden, in case of the absence both 
of the l\laster and the Senior Warden. This rule arises from the 
fact that the "\Varrant of Constitution is grant.ed to the :.Master, 
'Vardens, and their successors in office, and not to the members 
of the lodge. A lodge, therefore, cannot be legally congregated 
without the presence of at least one of these officers, or a Past 
l\Iaster. 

Jun:ior Warden. The Junior Warden presides over the craft 
during refreshment, and in the absence of the 'Vorshipful l\Ias· 
ter and Senior Warden, he performs the duties of presiding 
officer. The jewel of the Junior Warden is a plumb, emble· 
matic of the rectitude of conduct which should distinguish the 
brethren, when, durmg the hours of refreshment, they are be
yond the precincts of the lodge. His seat is in the 8. · , anu he 
represents the Pillar of Beauty. He has placed before him, and 
carries in procession, a column. which is the r~presentative of 

44 
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the Jeft··hand pillar which stood at tile porch of Solomon's 
Temple.* 

One other regulation in relation to these officers, requires tc 
be mentioned. '\Vhen the lodge, by death or otherwise, is de
prived of the services of any of the other officers, an election may 
be immediately held, under the dispensation of the Grand ~laster, 
to supply the vacancy. But no election can be bad to supply the 
place ad inte1·im., of either the l\Iaster or Wardens, while one of 
the three remains. If two of them, as, for example, the l\Iaster 
and Senior \Varden, have died or been deposed, the Junior War
den must occupy the chair during the remainder of the term, and 
appoints his Wardens pro tempore at each communication, until 
the regular constitutional night of election. It is only in the case 
where the whole three have died, or otherwise left the lodge, that 
a dispenRation can be granted for an election to supply their place. 
Because, by the regulation granting to them only the \Varrant 
of Constitution, without, at least, one of them to preside, and to 
assume the authority delegated by the -v.r arrant of Constitution, 
the lodge is virtually extinct. 

The situation of the three superior officers in the lodge differs 
somewhat in the different rites. In the French rite, they are 
placed in the east, in a triangular form; in the Scotch rite, the 
Wardens are in the west; in the York rite their respective situ
ations are well known. 

The Senior and Junior Wardens are also officers in a Comman
dery of Knights Templars, whose duties are, in some respects, 
similar t.o those of the Senior Deacon in a symbolic lodge. 

"\\
7 ARDENS, GRAND. The Grand \Yardens, who are the 

* The two columns which, in the Yorl{ rite, are small, and placed upon the 
ped~stals of the two Wardens, nre much better represented in Cbe French rite. 
There, two Ia.rge pillars of bronze, ornamented with net-work, lily-work. ami 
pomegranates, arc placed on each side of the eotrnnce of the lodge, it the 
west, and nt their bases are plaGed two triangular tu.bles, at which the W a.rden1 

are seated. 
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nssistants of the Grand )laster in t.be government of the G1and 
Lodge, must be Past ~lasters of skill and good report. In the 
absence of the Grand and Deputy Grand Master, the Senior 
Grand Warden takes the chair, and in his ab . .;ence, the Junior. 
And, in cal:>e of the death of the Grand .Master, the same order 
of precedence is to be observed, until a new Grand ~laster is 
elected. 

In visitations, when the Grand l\Iaster and his Deputy are 
absent, the Senior or Junior Grand Warden may preside, but in 
this case he acts only as a Deputy, aud must be received with the 
honours due to his rank, the l\Iaster of the lodge sitting on his 
right hand. 

\Vhen a Grand Warden attends in the procession of a private 
lodge, he takes place immediately after the ~laster of the lodge, 
and two Deacons, with black rods, are to att.end him, but the 
llook of Constitutions is not borne before him : this can only be 
carried in a procession where the Grand 1\Iaster or his Deputy is 
present. 

WARDER. An officer in a Commandery of Knights Tem
plars, whoseduties are similar in general to those of the Junior 
Deacon of a symbolic lodge. 

W .ARRANT OF CONSTITUTIO~. No assemblage of l\Ia
sons can be legally congregated for work, as a lodge, except under 
the authority of a Warrant of Constitution, granted by some Grand 
Lodge. This regulation has been in existence ever since the pre· 
sent organization of Grand Lodges, though formerly, a sufficient 
number of brethren meeting together within a certain district~ 

with the consent of the civil authorities of the place, were empo
wered to make l\Iasons, and to practice the rites of Freemasonry; 
and this privilege was inherent in them as individuals: it was, 
however, on the organization of the' order in its present form, re
signed into the hands of the Grand Lodges. 

The Warrau~ of Constitution is granted to the Master and 
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'Vardens, and to their successors in office; it coutinuM in force 
only dul'ing the pleasure of the Grand Lodge, and may, therefore, 
at any time be revoked, and the lodge dis:solved by a vote of that 
body. This will, however, never be done, unless the lodge has 
dolated the ancient landmarks, or failed to pay due respect and 
obedience to the Grand Lodge. 

'Vhen a 'Varrant of Constitution is revoked, or recalled, the 
jewels, furniture, and funds of the lodge revert to the Grand 
Lodge. 

Lastly, as a lodge holds its communications only under the 
authority of this 'Varrant of Coustitution, no lodge can be opened, 
or proceed to busiuesR, unless it be present. If it be rublaid or 
Jestroyed, it must be recovered, or another obtained; and uuti) 
that is done, the communications of the lodge must be suspended; 
and if the 'Varrant of Constitution be taken out of the room, dur
ing the session of the lodge, the authority of the Master instantly 
Cefl.Se::!. 

It is called a "Warrant of Constitution," because it is the in
trument which authorizes or warrants the persons therein named 
to open and constitute a lodge. 

'VELCO~IE. It is the duty of every lodge to welcome and 
clothe every worthy and well-qualified brother who visits it. 
That is, to receive him with the honours due to his rank, and to 
furnish him, if necessary, with the proper investiture. And a 
particular officer, the Senior Deacon, is directed to see that this 
duty is performed. 

WEST. In the early ages of the world, the wisdom of men 
was concentrated in the easternmost parts of the earth; and the 
nations which had disseminated themselves along the shore~ of 
the ,:\lediterranean, to the west of the plains of Shinar, \Vere obliged 
to return towards the East in search of the knowledge of their 
forefathers. The "r e~t was then a place of darkness, and he who 
sought light was obliged to leave it and travel to the East. In 
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f\Stronomy, there is the same peculiarity in relation to . he course 
of light. The earth revolves upon its axis from west to east 
But the sun rises in the latter point, and while the eastern hemi
sphere is enjoying the light of day, the western p<trts of the globe 
are enveloped in darkness; until, by the diurnal revolution of 
t.he earth, they are brought towards the East, and placed within 
the influence of the enlightening rays of the solar orb. Ma~ons 

do not forget these £wts in history and science; and they know 
that he who, being in the darkness of the 'Veat, woulJ seek true 
light, must travel to the East. 

WHITE. One of the emblematic colours of masonry, which is 
preserved in the apron and glo'('es, with which the initiate is in
vested . It is a symbol of innocence and purity. The white in
vestiture, as may be seen throughout this work, was a part of the 
ceremonies of all the ancient mysteries. 

\VIDOW'S SO~. One 0f the most illustrious personages 
in masonic history is so call,•J, because he is de:-;cribed in 
Scripture us ha ring been " the ~on of a widow of the tribe of 
Napthuli." 

\YINDI~G STAIRS. These constitute an important part of 
the e=-oteric instruction of masonry. "! e are told in 1 Kings vi. 
8, that "they went up with winding sta.irs into the middl~ cha.m
ber." Masonic tradition tells that the1·e were fifteen steps, di. 
viJed i11to unequal courses. The English ~lasons formerly said 
that there were twenty-seven, di ridt~d into one, three, fh·e, se
ven, and ele\·en, but they have now abaudoned the eleven of the 
last courj:\e, and }~ave but sixteen. The one they t·eter to the 
unity of God. 

\YISDO )L One of the three principal supports of mason· 
ry. It is n'prcscnted by the Ionic column, and the \Y. ·. 1\I. ·.; 
l\ecause, the Ionic co1umn wisely combines the strength withou! 

44* 
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the massiveness of the Dor·ic; with the grace, without the exu
berance of ornament of the C01·intbian; and because it i~ the 
duty of the W. · . .1\I. ·. to superintend, instruct, and enlighten the 
craft by his superior wisdom. Solomon, King of Israel, is also 
considered as the column of wisdom that supported the temple. 

"'\VO.MAN. The objection so often made by the fair sex, that. 
t.hey are most ungallantly refused an entrance into our order, 
and a knowledge of our secrets, is best an :::owe red by a reference to 
the originally operative character of our ins•itution. That 
woman is not admitted to a participation in our rites and cere
monies, is most true. But it is not because we deem her unworthy 
or unfaithful, or deny her the mind to understand, or the heart to 
appreciate our principles; but simply b :}cause, in the very or· 
ganization of masonry, man alone can fulfil the duties it incul
cates, or perform the labours it enjoius. Free and Rpeculative ma
sonry is but. an application of the art of operati"e masonry to mo
ral and intellectual purposes. Our ancestors worke<.l at the con
struction of the Temple of .Jerusalem ; while we are enga.ged in 
the erection of a more immortal edifice-the temple of the mind. 
They employed their implements for merely mechaniral purposes; 
we u-;e them symbolirally, with more exalted designs. 

Thus, in all our emblems, our language, and our rites, there 
is a beautiful exemplification and application of the rules of ope
rative masonry, as it was exercised at the buikliug of the temple. 
And as Kiug Solomon employed in the construction of that edi
fice, only hale and hearty men, and cunning workmen, so our 
lodges, in imitation of that great exemplar, demand as the in
dbpensable requisite to admission, that the candidate shall be free
born, of lawful age, and in the po~se~sion of all his limbs and 
members, that he may be capable of performing such work as the 
:\laster :;hall assign to him. 

Hence, it mu~t be apparent that the admission of women into 
our orJer would be attended with a singular anomaly. As they 
worked n )t at the temple, neither can they wg,rk with us. But 
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W6 love and cherish them not the less. One of the holiest of 
our mystic rites inculcates a reverence for the widow, and pity 
for the widow's son. The wife, the wether, the sister, and the 
daughter of the Mason, exercise a peculiar claim upon each l\Ia
son's heart and affections. And while we know that woman's 
smile, like the mild beams of an April sun, reflects a brighter 
splendour on t.he light of prosperity, and warms with grateful glow 
the chilliness of adversity, we regret, not the less deeply, because 
unavailingly, that no ray of that sun can illume the recesses 
of our lodge, and call our weary workmen from their labours to 
refreshment. 

WORK. See Labour. 

WORKING TOOLS. See Implements. 

WORSHIPFUL. The title given to a symbolic lodge, and 
to its presiding officer, the :Master. Past Masters, after leaving 
the chair, still retain the title of Worshipful. In the French 
rite, the lodge is called "~espectable," and the l\Iaster "le v cne
rable." See Master of a Lodge, for the duties of this officer. 

X. 
XEROPHAG ISTS. Pope Clement XII. ha~ing issued a Bull 

forbidding the practice of Freem:1sonry, the l\Iasons of Italy, 
who continued to meet, for the purpose of avoiding the penalties 
of the Bull, called themselves Xerophagists. The word means 
literlllly dry livers, · persons who do not drink, and they adopted 
the title, because they introduced something like the principle 
of total abstinence from intoxicating drinks into the institution. 
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Y. 
YEAR OF LIGHT. Anno Luds. The date used by sym

bolic Masons, as being the era of the creation, when LIGHT wns 

called into existence by the fiat of the Almighty, and when the 
true principles which distinguish our order first recehed their 
birth. 1\lasons do not now adopt this era, because they any 
longer believe that Freemasonry, as it now appears, is to be datt-d 
from the creation; but simply, because the great moral and reli
gious sy~tcm, which masonry has preserved amid ages of dark
ness, is coeval with the hour when the Supreme 'Yill called light 
and life into existence. 

YORK. A city in the north of England, memorable for 
being the place where Freemasonry was officially re-established 
in that kingdom, and the first Grand Lodge formed in 9~6, by 
Prince Edwin, the brot!1er of King Athelstane, from whom he 
pure based a free charter for that purpose.* 

YORK RITE. The Ancient York rite is that oldest of all 
the rites of )lasonry which is practised by the Grand Lodge of 
England, and derives its name from the city of York where the 
first General Assewbly or Grand I.Jodge was held, iu the year 
D2G, and where the rite is said to have been established. 

It consi:-;ts, a~ defined by the Union Grand Lodge of England in 
1813, of the three degrees of Entered Apprentice, Fellow-Craft, 
and '!: ster l\Ia~on, includiu~ the Holy Royal Arch. The rite 
practised in the United Stutes is \ery improperly called the York 
rite) from which ·it differs by the superposition of several degrees. 
See .An eriNm R·ite. 

The York rite is the mother of all the other rites, which are 
but develorments of its simple system. 

• See this work, p. 168. 
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z. 
ZEDEKIAH. The last King of Judah, before the captivitJ 

:)f Babylon, in whose reign the Temple was destroyed by Nebu
chadnezzar. The eyes of Zedekiah were put out, and being 
loaded with chains of brass, he was carried a captive to Babylon, 
where he afterwards died. 

ZENITH. That point of the heavens situated immediately 
over the head of the spectator, and which the sun reaches at 
meridian. The Supreme Councils of the 33d degree of the An
cient Scotch rite, do not date their documents as other Masons 
do, from the 0 rier"t, but from the Zen·ith. 

ZEREDATHA. A town of Judea, 35 miles north of Jeru
salem, in the clay ground near which, Hiram Abif cast the 
sacred vessels of the Temple. See Olay Grounds. 

ZERUBBABEL. The grandson, though called by Ezra, the 
tion, of Salathiel, who was the son of Jeconiah, King of Judah 
He was, therefore, of the royal race of David. He was born at 
Babylon, as the Hebrew signification of his name imports, and 
returned to Jerusalem in thl3 beginninq Qf the reign of Cyrus, 
with the sacred vessels of the Temple, which Cyrus had ':Om· 

witted to his care, as the chief of the Jews who were in captivity 
at Babylon. He laid the foundations·of the second Temple, and 
restored the worship of the Lord and the usual sacrifices. He 
is represented by the second officer in the Royal Arch degree. 
The incidents of Zerubbabel's life are also referred to in se¥eral 
other degrees, such as Knight of the Red Cross, Knight of the 
East, and Prince of Jerusalem. 

ZINNENDORF, RITE OF. Count Zinnendorf, chief physi
dan of the Emperor Charles VI., invented a new rite, which was 
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a modification of the Tiluminism of Avignon, adding to the mys
teries of Swedenborg, of which this latter rite was principnlly 
composed, several things taken from the Scotch, Gerrn<~n, nnd 
Swedish degrees, as well as from Templar .Jiasonry. His system 
consisted of seven degrees, divided into three sections, as fol
lows:-

I. Blue, or St. Jolzn's :Afasonry.-1, Entered Apprentice; 2, 
Fellow-Craft; 3, Master :Mason. 

II. Red JJfasonr!J.-4, Scotch Apprentice and Fellow-Craft; 
5, Scotch l\Iaster. 

III. Crtpttular JJJasonr?J.-6, Favourite of St. John; 7, Elected 
Brother. 

Zinnendorf died in the year 1800, having attempted, without 
suc'!ess, to introduce his system into England. 

THE END. 

3 7 
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