
h . r. .. w 7C76±/& **~

SPIRITUALISM

ANSWEREDBY

SCIENCE.

BY

VEDWARDW. COX, S.L., F.R.G.S.

NEWYORK

:

HENRYL. HINTON, PUBLISHER, 744 BROADWAY.

1872.

l
/N

.

 

, ,/ *'>
_ Y/ -3

C->,_.. G'-//4; 'yd  ~°/ 2 "J
k *-

SPIRYTUALISM
_'___ ___._.

._ .¢_

,___,...»<-

ANSWERED BY

SCIENCE.

1

/

EDWVARD W.'7g;`0X, s.L_, F.R.G.S.

Ttga'

§ \ %
/E /

NEXV YORK=

HENRY L. HINTON, PUBLISHER, 744 BROADWAY.

1872.

`_`

>~
._

.»'

1



'Kal



PEEFACE.
Some of the Critics of the scientific experiments in Psychic Force,

conducted with the aid of certain mechanical tests by Mr. Ceookes,

F.R.S., in the presence of Db. Hitggins, F.R.S., and myself, have

erroneously assumed that we were converted by the results of those

experiments to the creed of Spiritualism. The fact was the very

reverse. Those experiments proved conclusively that the Force,

supposed by many to be spiritual, is in fact a Force proceeding from
the human organism.

But the anonymous writer of the article in the Quarterly Review,

entitled "Spiritualism and its Recent Converts," cannot plead

merely a mistake. He is guilty of deliberate falsehood in making
that assertion, for he cites a passage from my letter to Mb. Cbookes
(so that he must have read it), in which letter I expressly thus

state :

—

Allow me to add that I can find no evidence even tending to prove that the

force is other than a force proceeding from or directly dependent upon the human
organization, and therefore, as all other forces of nature, wholly within the pro-

vince of that strictly scientific investigation to which you have been the first to

subject it.

The crucial tests applied by the skill and science of Mr. Crookes
confirmed the results of a series of other experiments, conducted

with care and caution, which had been instituted for the purpose of

investigating if any and what of the alleged phenomena were real

:

and, if real, whether they are physical or spiritual, natural or super-

natural.

The conclusion from that patient inquiry has been, that many of

the alleged phenomena are real, though some are delusions and
others impostures ; that the Power dignified by the title of Spiritual,

because attributed to the presence and action of spirits of the dead,

is in fact a Psychic Force proceeding from the human structure and
directed by the human intelligence.

But from what part of the human structure that Force proceeds—
whether from nerve, ganglion, or brain —if it be the "vital force,"

or the "nerve ether" of Dr. Bichardson —if the directing intel-
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Hgence is the "Unconscious Cerebration" of Dr. Carpenter, or

if there be a Soul (or spirit) inhabiting the body and distinct from
it, by which those effects are produced —are problems remaining for

close, patient, and extensive research, by steadily pursuing the

course of scientific investigation which Me. Ckookes has so success-

fully begun.

I am pleased to be enabled to state that, to promote this inquiry

by discussion, disquisition and experiment, a Society is in progress

of formation, to be called The Psychological Society of Great Britain,

which should be joined by all who are interested in a subject the im-

portance of which at this time it is impossible to exaggerate.

For Theology and modern Science are directly at issue as to the

existence of a Soul in Man. Theology affirms and Science either

denies or doubts, demanding proofs. If Psychic Force be the

reality that they who have scientifically examined and tested it

assert, it shakes to its foundation the materialism of modern Science,

by the probability it raises that, as a fact in Nature, there is in us an
entity, distinct from the corporeal structure, which can exercise an
active force, directed by ink.': gence, beyond the limit of the bodily

powers, and which is not material, but something other than that the

scalpel carves and the microscope reveals.

The purposes of this brief treatise is to state fully and frankly the

facts and arguments that have conducted to the conclusion that

there is such a Force, and a non-corporeal something in us that con-

trols it, and that Science may yet be enabled to restore the faith Sci-

ence has shaken in the existence of the Soul and the consequent pros-

pect of immortality.

November 25, 1871.
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INTKODUCTOKY.
Science is the natural enemy of Superstition.

A superstition is always founded on a fact. It is

never wholly fanciful. Men note some facts in Nature

they cannot at once explain and call them mysteries.

These are the materials with which the imagination

constructs a fabric of which one part is real and nine

parts are visionary.

But a superstition founded on facts can only be

overthrown by sapping its foundation, recognising the

realities on which it rests, dragging them into the

domain of Nature and Science, tearing away the veil of

mystery, and showing that the facts, about wdrich so much
of the marvellous has been attracted, are in strict

accordance with natural laws.

Science can successfuly combat Superstition only by
strict observance of the great principle whose enun-

ciation by Bacon made Science what it is —first, find

the fact, then the conditions of its existence, and from

this basis proceed to inquire into causes.

The argument d priori is equally foolish and fallacious.

Modern Science was supposed to abjure it utterly.

Her boast has been, that assertion that a thing cannot

be because it is apparently opposed to some established

law of nature, can never be accepted as an answer to

averments of facts by credible persons which, according

to the rules of evidence, would be accepted by any
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