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PREFACE.

5

Tur following story, founded .on facts, treats upon sub-
Jeots of deep 1nteris1,~and which( at the present time arc
attracting the attention of scientists. As to the source
from” w lnch it emanated, we can only say, that the aunthor,
LoWwing to'a peculhn physm:d and méntal condition, possesses
the faculty of abstracting herself from the outer world.

and while in that condition was controlled by a power claim-

.ing to be the spirit of a person who once lived on earth,
who gave ¢ his Kfehistory; which he entitled, “A Searcl for

the Follbwi ing stmy Th‘e amanuénsis has given, as near
as possible, the precise language of the dictator, At
- times, in exciting parts of the narrative, the utieranees
lave been so rapid that the exact words may have been
lost, but the idea has never been changed. Nearly every
chapter is freighted with gems from the stores of spirit
life, and contains instances of the phenomena and much
of the philosophy of modern Spiritudlism.

v . ' N. M. P.

O

- the Temple of Ha,pl)mcss "At the close of the. recital,
~ he promised to give another communication to bé entltleg{ 3
L “The Golden Key, or Mysterles Beyond the Veil.”. In

" 'the’ mdnt of June, 1870 he again took control and gfn o
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- THE GOLDEN KEY:

MYSTERIES 'BEYOND 'THE VEIL.

CHAPTER 1.
THE SIRANGE VISITOR.

Dr. BrapwrLn sat in his well-furnished drawing-room,
holding the morning paper unheeded in one hand, while
upon the other his head rested, in the attitude of a man
in deep thought. The doetor was a lLittle above medium
hight; he had passed the days of youth, but his eye still
retained its brightness; his brow was not furrowed by lines
of care, and his fine silken locks remained untouched by
the hand of time. He was on the shady side of. forty, but
was still in appearance a young and handsome man. The
keen observer, however, could not, in looking upon him
closely, fail to discover, beneath the smooth and polished
exterior, something he could not comprehend. There were
pictures upon the walls of memory from which he did not
care to remove the veil. There were memories that would ~

(




10 THE GOLDEN KEY.

not always down at his bidding: Such was the case the
morning we introduce him to the vender. At this moment

~ footsteps were heard approaching the door, and the doctor,
roused from his gloomy meditation, made an effort to dis-
pel the expression of sadness that still lingered on kis face,
and in a cléar, musical voice, g‘rcctod his young wife as
she entered the room. _

“ A caller,” she exclaimed, holding out a card. “I pre-
sume it iIs some one who has come to answer your adver-

" tisement.”

“Have you seen ‘her?”

“No, T preferred to have her come where we could both
converse with her. You know we must be very particular
as to the one who is to have the chavge of Daisy; and as I
am not an adept in reading human nature, I wish you to
decide for me, I never could distrust any onec; I believe

- it would kill me to be suspicious.”

“Your perceptives are good,” replied the doctor; “you
must use them. However,” he continued, gently, “as long
as Thave life and strength you will never need a protector;
I will shield you from every sorrow, preserve you from
care and anxiety, and make your life one hright summer
day. 1 will see this stranger. Let her come up.at once;
I have business that demands my attention this morning.”

- His wife touched the bell; it was quickly answered by a
servant, who received orders to conduet the visiter into
their presence. Imagine a tall, slender figure, clad .in
garments of deep mourning; the face concealed by a heavy
crape veil, and you will have before you an exact image of -
the stranger. As she entered, the sevvant offered her a
chair, into which she sank with a qumk nervous movement.

“This is Dr. Bradwell, T suppose,” said the lady in a
low tremulous voice. The doctor bowed, making no other

. reply. “I have come to answer a nofice I found in the
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morning paper,” she continued. - “ I come well recom-
mended.

“Oh! we have no doubt of that,” quickly vesponded
Mrs. Bradwell.  “You are good and true, I know by the
sound of your voice; but will you not please put aside that
black veil go that ¥ may see yowr face? Exouse me for
malking this request, but while your face is concealed I
cannot talk with you as I would.”

The veil was partially drawn aside, vevealing a fuce
smooth and white as marble, the face of a woman about

‘twenty-ﬁve years of age, a face that spoke of strength, of

intense suffering, but of firm and unyiclding will—a will
that would cnable its possessor to triumph over all difficul-
ties, to wade through scas of blood or dare the fires of the
tartarcan pit. The hair was combed low upon the broad
brow, and the eyes covered by a pair of green spectacles.
The doctor appecared deeply agitated from the moment the
stranger entered the room, but one glance at her face
seemed to reassurc him. Having regained his composure,
he conversed with her in his casy, plain style, and the

_vesult was that the lady was engaged to take charge of

little Daisy, the only child that brightened the doctor’s
home; _

“Tt was her volce,” remarked the wife, after the apph-
cant had departed, “that attracted me; so low, sweat, and
sad.  Bhe iz very plain looking; not the companion I
should have chosen for myself; but I belive her to be
gentle, kind, and affectionate; just the person we want to
take charge of little Daisy. T wish she did not wear those
green spectacles and comb her hair down over her face in
that strange way; and I really thought I saw the frill of a
cap: do you believe it possible that she wears caps?”

“I ghould not be surprised,” answered the doctor, with
a smile,
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“Well, she comes well recommended, and has the air of

alady. After she has been here a little time, T shall get .

dress, spectacles, and cap out of the way, and you will sec,
husband, what a change it will make in her appearance.”

“If che performs well her duty to the child I shall be
satisfied. I think she will be a study for you, at least, if
not o companion. Now I must leave you for the present.”

And with an affectionate farewell, the doctor took his
departure, leaving his wife during the day to cultivate a
better acquaintance with the lady who was about to become
an inmate of his household.

MXTM el B e L




MIDNIGHT AND SUNSHINE. 13

CHAPTER II.
i\IIDNIGHT AND SUNSIINE.

“Turre is o fit representation .of midnight and sun-
shine. What could Mrs, Bradwell have been thinking of
when she selected such a governess for Daisy? Her por-
sonal appearance is cnough to make her repulsive to an
ordinary child, and little Daisy is so epiritual, so ethereal,
and so sensitive, I do not see how she can exist in the
heavy atmesphere of sadness that surrounds Mrs. Loonis,
ag she calls herself.. Lok at them now as they approach
us; Daisy is five years old this summer, the embodiment
of beauty and grace. You, I see, admire her profusion of
heautiful golden-brown curls that fall around her sweet
face and snowy shoulders. To me her chief beauty is not
in her bright hair, her broad smooth brow, her sweet mouth,
but in those large, clear, wonderful cyes-—eyes that always
seem to be looking into the world beyond the veil.  Some-
times I have really thought the ehild could see the angels
that I am sure do surround her. She will not be here
long; I never see her without saying to myself, ‘Little
Daisy, go home and live with the angels.” She is too good
for this carth, and if she were Mrs. Bradwell’'s own. child,
I am sure she would not have been placed under the influ-
ence of such a woman.”

At this moment the governess and child approached the
ladies. Mrys. Loomis was clad in the same black garb, her
face entirely concealed by the heavy folds of her veil; her
step was slow but firm, showing that her sorrow, whatever
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it might have been, had not destroyed her will.  Mrs.
Spaulding, one of the ladies abovo referred to, extended
her hand'to Daisy, bidding her good morning and inguir-
ing: “Where have you been?” |

“Walking 1o the park,” replied the little one, raising
her large hazel cyes, filled with light and beauty. “It is
so pleasant there under the trees, that mamma says Mrs,
Loomis may take me cvery morning.” ‘

“You enjoy your walk, then?”’ gquestioned the lady.

“(h ves! T am lonesome at the house, but ont there the
birds and the leaves and the flowers all talk to me.”

“What do the flowers say to you?”

“Oh! @& great manhy nice things: one little vine, too
weak to stand. alone, kept putting out its little hands unti}
it caught hold of the bark of a tree, and said it was going
to stay there. Just as I put my arms round papa’s neck;
though I cannot stay with papa always, for ie goes away
every day; but the leaves whispered to me that the great
tree would not go out of the park,-so the little vine can
cling around it always. One poor little flower had been
crushed, and told me a sad story.” ' -

“That iz very nice,” veplied the lady, “to have the
flowers talk to you. You must come and sce me and tell

me all they say.” -

“Yes, Mrs, Loomis will bring me to see you, and you
can go to the park and hear for yourself, all the voices
that talk to me. But T must go home now and tell mam-
ma what I have seen snd heard.”

During this eonversation, the governess had steod still
as a statue, never for one moment releasing the httle hand

‘that was clasped in hers. -

"“You have truly said that they are midnight and sun-
shine,” said another ¢f the ladies, as the child and govern-
ess turned a corner of the street and wore lost to sight.
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MIDNIGLT AND SUNSHINE. 15

“That child has something remarkable about her; 1 never
saw such eyes before; onc can gaze into their clear depths,
and yet fail to' fathom the mystery that lies buried there.
I would like to know what is to be her destiny. I believe

“you intimated that Mrs. Bradwell wos not her mother; 1

would like to know something of the mother of that child.
Did ydu know her?” \

“I never saw her. Come, let us go into the park, sit
down in the shade, and while we rest, I will tell you what
I know of her father. Dr, Bradwell's parents were resi-
dents of this city; here he received his education, graduat-
ing with great honor. Soon after receiving his diploma,
his father, who was a man of wealth and position, died,

leaving his wealth to his only child, the doctor. Having a

natural love for change, and a desire to travel, the doctor
soon left the city, to travel abroad and sec the world, de-
signing to remain away three or four years, then to return
and stay with his mother the remainder of her life.  The
first two years he was heard from quite frequently, and
often T heard his mother read letters from him, filled with
glowing descriptions of the countries through which he
passed and the magnificent cities he visited. At such
times her heart seemed oo full for witerance; tears would
dim her cyes, and she would say: “My boy is gathering
stores of knowledge; I shall be so proud of him when he

" eomes back to brighten my declining years.” Alas for her

bright anticipations! The third year after his departure,
she was stricken down by the burning breath of fever, and
her frail body soon released its hold upon the spirit. Her
son wag at that time in Spain. Ile did not return upon

- hearing of his mother’s death. Year after year passed

without any reliable information of him. At last came
the news that he liad married a Spanish \]hdy of great
beaunty, and he was about to return to his native city. Yet
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16 THE GOLDEN KEY.
years elapsed and he came not. At last we heard that his
wife was dead, and he, sad and broken in spirit, was about
to return. Time again rolled on; still he did not make his
appearance, Judge then of our surprise when six months
since he suddenly came back, bringing with him a fair
young wife and little Daisy, the child of his first com-
panion. The present Mrs. Bradwell is a sweet, pleasant
woman, but I do not think she can love the child as if it
were her own. For my part, for the sake of the child, I
shall try to have her confided to the charge of another and
more suitable governess. I shall call on Mrs. Bradwell
to-day, and try to persuade her to make this change. T
love Daisy too well to have the sunlight of her young life
darkened by such a cloud as that woman’s presence. Yes,
I will go, and you must accompany me, my dear Clara,”
turning, as she spoke, to the lady on her right, the youngest
of the party. “Who knows but that fate has chosen us to
brighten or change the destiny of this fair child?”
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THE HAND OF FATE.

CHAPTER IIL.
THE HAND OF FATE.

Tur same afternoon an clegant carriage might have
been seen standing in front of Dr. Bradwell's residence,
from which Mrs, Spaulding ard Miss Clara Gordon alight-
ed. Miss Gordon was what the world calls a “splcnd1d
looking woman.” She had passed the early years of her
life in a distant city. No expense had been sparcd to

‘highten and perfect the beauty which nature had so lav-

ishly bestowed upon her, and now, at twenty-five, Clara
Grordon had that proud and regal bearing which commands
involuntary admiration. There was a wonderful fascina-
tion in her large black eyes, and an expression about the
full firm lips, which said more plainly than words, “I was
born to rule.””  There was a striking contrast between the
dark proud beauty of Clara and the plain face and bent

- form of her elderly companion, Mrs. Spaulding. While we

have thus been describing Clara, the ladies have cntered
the ‘house and heen conducted to the luxuriant drawing-
room. After the servant had withdrawn, Clara turned to
her friend and said: -

“I like the atmosphere of this room; I like the tastc
displayed in fitting it up ; I wish I were rich. I hate pov-
erty, yes, T hateit! 1 never knew what it was till within
the last ten years, and I have suffered more from that
cause, than I ever supposcd it possible for any one to suf-
fer. Mrs. Spaulding, .J will not spend my life tn poverty.

T will not be deprived of that wealth se essential to my
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“ happiness. 1 have beauty, and that of ho common ovder,
and with that beauty I will purchase what is its necessary
accompaniment. 1 will no longer be what T am—a dia-
mond without a setting.”

“Why, C]am* what do you mean by such talk?”

“Tmean,” replied Clara, while a shadow as dark as night
passed over her face, “that I will have wealth if I sell my
soul to obtain it.”" - -

At this moment the door opened and Mys. Bradwell and
little Daisy entered the room. She greeted Mrs, Spauld-
ing cordially. When presented to Clara, she scemed as
though fascinated by her wonderful beauty, and could not
understand why little Daisy shrunk from her and sought
shelter' by the side of Mys. Spaulding. In vain were all of
Clara’s efforts to attraet the child to her. - When Mrs. Brad-
well asked Daisy, why she did not comply with Clara’s
request, her reply was: “Mamma, I cannot; it is all dark
there,” but, meeting her mother’s reproachful gaze, her
chin quivered with suppressed emotion, her cyes filled with
tears, and silently she glided from the room. '

“Little Daisy is a strange child,” said Mrs. Bradwell
“and T have had so little experience with children that I
do not understand her nature.”

“Yes, Daisy is a peculiar child; she seems more like a
spirit than & mortal, and to tell you the truth, Mrs. Brad-
well, I called to-day for the express purpose of talking to
you of Daisy and her governess. I was woll acquainted
with your hushand’s mother, and having known him from
childhood, when he returned to his native city, bringing
with him 2 young wife and an angel child, it was perfectly
natural that I should feel a deep iriterest in them, and take
the privilege of an old acgnaintance to speak to you 1n
behalf of this little one, so lately entrusted to your care.”

“T shall be truly thankful for any advice you can give
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me,” Mrs. Bradwell replicd, “though T think we are get-
ting along nicely, having secured a governess who seems to
understand her duty and manifests a pleasure in her work.
She is very guiet, and, though she has been here but a
short time, Daisy has become much attached to her.”

“Tt ig about this governess that I want to talk to you,’
said Mrs. Spaulding. I met her walking with the child
this morning, and I felt that she was not the vight person
to have charge of such a nature. Where did yon find her?
and how ¢ame you to employ her?”

Mrs. Bradwell gave the desired information and coneln-
ded by saying that “Mrs. Loomis had come well recom-
mended, and that notwithstanding her unprepossessing ap-
pearance, she Lad evidently been accustomed to good socicty
and was a trne lady.,” Mrs. Bradwell spoke with much
earnestness, to which Mrs. Spaulding only replied: “I sin-
cerely hope it may be so, but I have no conﬁdence in her
as a companion for Daisy.” e

Mrs. Bradwell’s warm and impulgive nature was some—
what chilled by what she considered the ungrounded sus-
picion of Mrs, Spaulding, and turning away from her hus-
band’s old friend with an almost offended air, she directed
her attention to Clara and entered into an animated con-
versation with her. Mrs. Spaulding saw that her effort
was a failure, and a shade of sadness passed over her face

as she whispered to herself, “it Is of no use; my hand is
not strong enough to turn aside the hand of an inexorable
fate.” “Then rising to take leave, she said:

“Mrs. Bra,dwell, I trust you will p;q'don me for speaking
g0 frecly, but I cannot help warning you against the influ-
ence of that woman.” ‘

Before Mrs. Bradwell could reply, the door opened and -

n,

‘her husband entered. The doctor grested Mrs. Spaulding

cordially, saying that he was glad to see beneath his roof,
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and with his wife, one who was a true friend to his now
sainted mother. Mrs. Spaulding again resumed her seat
and a pleasant and uninterrupted conversation followed.
The governess was not alluded to and Clara was all anima-
tion. Never had her smiles been brighter or her wit more
sparkling, and Dr. and Mrs. Bradwell seemed charmed by
her beauty and psychologized by her powerful will. The
resutt was that when the ladies arese to go, Clara received
an earnest invitation to come again and often, and Mrs.
Bradwell expresséd the hope that the acquaintance which
she had formed that afternoon might not be allowed to die,
but that it might grow stronger, until the mutual attraction
that had drawn them together, should result in a friend-
ship, by which they might be enabled to add to each other’s
happiness through the coming years.

Thus they parted, and as Clara descended the marble
steps, a smile of triumph rested upon her proud lips. Lit-
tle did the good Mrs. Spaulding imagine that this after-
noon’s call was to form the first link in a chain of events,
the result of which she would have given her life to have
prevented. Thus all unconsciously to herself, she had aided
Clara in throwing the first card that was to shape the future
~destiny of Dr. Bradwell's family. It scems at times ag
though we were but instruments, moved by a power incom-
prehengible. o !
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CHAPTER IV.
THE FIRST VISION,

“WELL, Clara, what do you think of Dr. Bradwell and
his w1fe‘?” asked Mra. Sp'mldmg, as their carriage rofled
homeward.

Clara had been sitting quiet and apparently absorbed in
deep thought. She aroused herself for a moment at this
inquiry of her friend, but replied in a tone of indifference:
“They seem to be very pleasant people,” and again re-
lapsed into silence.

“I mee you take very 11ttlé interest in them,” said Mrs.
Spaulding; “but judging from the remarks you made soon
after entering the house, I suppose you would prefer to
make the acquaintance of some wealthy bachelor.”  Clars
made no reply, and Mrs. Spaulding continued: ¢Clara,
%ea,r, 1 know you were not in earnest when you uttered

hose terrible words, for you have seen cnough of the world
to have learned that wealth can never supply the place of
love.”

“T have seen enough of life,” replied Clara, “to know
that for me, there can be no happiness without wealth. I
I have no faith in love, unless it be the love of diamonds,
velvets, sating, and laces. ' I do love elegant surroundings;
they are us essential to me ag iz sunshine to'the life of the
flower, I love them because they highten my beauty,
which gives me position and power and, above all, sway
over human hearts. I believe in the transmigration of
~ souls, and that I was once'a queen, and that for some sin,
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my soul has been compelled to assume this form. From
earliest childhood the love of power has been the ruling
passion of my soul. Tt has grown with my growth, and
although for the past ten years it has been sleeping, like the
storm in ocean caves, this return to city life has galvanized
it into-new activity. Yes, Mrs. Spaulding, T do mean what
I say, that T will have wealth and position. Love is a see-
ondary. consideration.” :

S4Clarat!” said Mys. Spaulding, “have you ever loved?
have you ever known what it was to have your whole sonl
absorhed in another? to have a look, a word, a touch of
the hand thrill your entire being and make your brain
reel? Tave you ever become so absorbed in another as to
almost lese in that other your identity?”

“No,” replied Clara, her bold dark eye fixed upon Muys..
Spaulding’s face with a Jook of amazement. . “No, I have
never had such an éxperience, and I do not helieve it is
possible.”

« Olara!” veplied Mrs, Spaulding, it is possible; T have
had the benediction of such a love. You have often won-
dered how I could remain so cheerful under the trials that
have been mine. It was the inspiration of this love and 4

~ consciouaness that—

Earth-life is but the dawning,
The bright and gloricus morning
Of love’s flower;
For its perfect, full unfolding,
The bright future life is holding
All'its power.

_ Clara, you cannot know the depth of your own nature nor
its divine possibilities until your spirit has been erowned
with this choicest of all blessings, perfect love.”
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“T cannot doubt what you say with regard to yourself,”
replied Clara. “There are some persons so organized that
they are capable of higher spiritual enjoyments than othevs.
‘Love in o cottage’ would never do for me; professions of
affection would never satisfy my soul; I want the glitter
and sparkle of fashionable life. "'When I have had enough
of this, it will be time to think and talk of gaining my hap-
piness from the sphere of love. DBut here we are, at your
pteasant home; we will talk no more upon this subject, hut
w{&en you introduce me to that wealthy friend of yours.
please do not hint that I am heartless, for that might spoil
my expectations.”

And with a merry laugh, Clara Gordon gathered up the

. folds of her carriage dress and ran up the marble steps,

while Mrs. Spaulding followed with slow and languid step,
mentally saying: “I almost regret having invited Clara to
make her home with me. I wish 1 had not mentioned her.
to Mr. Aldrich, for she is heartless. Well, I must make
the best of it and trust to hig quick perception and knowl-
edge of human nature. Thus reflecting, Mrs, Spaulding
ontered the house. : . '

When little Daisy left the parlor, she went as fast as

_her little feet would carry her out into the arbor at the side
of the house. There amid the vines and roses sat the gov- .

erness, her white hands clasped tightly together, her head
‘bent slightly forward, large tears rolling down her pale
cheek, falling silently on her black dress. She was not
conscioug of the approach of Daisy, until the child threw
her arms’ about her neck and pillowed her head upon her
hosom. _

“What makes you cry?” 'inquired the little one, noting
the falling tears. “Has any one hurt you? or did you see
that lady with the black shadows all around her?”

e,

- e
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The governess made no reply, and Daisgy-continued to
talk in her pretty childish way, Ler hand passing to and
fro over the weary brow of the governess. Presently the
little hand became still, the little head sunk down upon her
shoulder, and Mrs. Loomis locked down upon her expeet-
ing to find her asleep. What was her astonishment to find
that every trace of color had faded from check and lips,
and that the large dreamy eyes, instéad of being closed in
slumpber, were fixed with a vacant stare. For a moment
Mrs. Loomis was paralyzed with terror. Before she. counld
regain her composure, Daisy’s lips parted and in slow,
measured tones she said.

“I see a beautiful little girl with blick eyes and hair,
a Wreath of lilies on her brow and lilies in her hand; she
fg—m’ .

Here the sound of an appro&ching step was heard, a
hand parted the vines, and Dr. Bradwell looked down upon
the scene. He had heard the voice of Daisy, speaking in
a strange unnatural manner and hastened to ascertain the
cause. Omne glance at her white face and distended eyes
and he sprung into the drbor, canght her in his arms, and
turning to Mrs. Loomis, demanded to know Why be found
hig child in that condition.

“T—sir—1,”" stammered Mrs. Loomm’ but the doctor
was too much absorbed in efforts to restore little Daisy to
notice her agitation. -In'less than five minutes Daisy had
regained her normal condition, and Mrs. Loomis, making
a great effort to control herself, said:

“Daisy has been as well as usual to- d&y I thought s she
was sleeping; it must have been a fit.”

The doctor folded the little one in his arms and covered
her face with kisses, murmuring; “Daisy, child of my
first love, Daisy! SO

But before he finished the sentende, Mrs, Loomis arose




THYE FIRST VISION. 25

and burried from the arbor. After talking with Daisy,a
few moments, he led her to the house, but vain were his
efforts to prevail upon her to enter the drawing-room; she
insisted upon returning to the governecss, while he entered
the room to meet one who was to have such a powerful in-
fluence in shaping his future destiny.

3
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J
CHAPTER V.

THE LIVING sSTATUE.

Dr. Breevow, proprietor of a flourishing hyuropathic
establishment, situated in a lovely village of one of the
eastern states, was sitting in his library looking over let-
ters received that morning. = The doctor was a large,
portly - man, with a ‘gettial countenance, clear blue eyes,
and self-satisfied air which seemed to say: “I am at peace
with all the world.” Near the open window, on the oppo-
gite mde of the room, was a tall, thin, dark-complexioned
woman, the doctor’s wife. -After a cursory glance at the
lettors, they were handed to her for more careful reading.
She looked over them, notwithstanding, in a sort of me-
chanical way, often casting her eyes upon the open novel
beside her. _

“Ah! here is something of interest; just what T wanted!
I believe fate is favoring us,” said the doetor.

“What is it?” guestioned the wife, arousing from her
state of indifference. : ! -
“Well, you know how anxious I have been to sccure the
services of an intelligent and refined lady to sce that my
orders are strictly conformed to in the bath-room, to see
that the patients have the care and attention that ignorant -

servants do not give.”

“Well, what has that to do with the letter?” askcd the
wife. ,

“Simply this: here is a young lady, some twenty years
‘of age” (and the doctor glanced at the letter) “who desires
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to come and make her home with us in order to devote her
time to the study of medicine. She iz not blessed with this
world’s goods, and so wishes to assist in taking care of the
invalids, thus paying her board, and at the same time gain-
ing a practical knowledge, which she could not obtain in
any other way. Her lotter is short and business-like. I
am sure she is just the person we want, and coming as she
does from the wilds of Towa, she will have no friends or
acquaintances to claim her attention and divert her mind
from the object in view, I like her letter: place it by
itself; T will answer it this mormng

“Maggie Wild!” said the wrfq, gfancmg at the name
neatly written at the bottom of aicesheet; “I don't like
the name, I don’t like the lookssgfs the letter; I don’t see
why you want any more help; dl} that you receive has to
be paid to lazy servants. I think it would be much better
to make the idle housekecpcr spend a part of Aer time in

‘the bath-room! Snch management as we have here would

Tuin any establishment. These women who are’ always

wanting to get out of their proper sphere never amount to
much, as you will find out one of these days. Maggie
Wild! study medicine! As I understand it, she is too
indolent to work and earn an honest living.” Tooking
up at this morment, she perceived her husba.nd deeply en-
gaged with his letters.  “It is of no use,’” she muttered,
“he will have his own way and go to destruction.” Again

&kmg up her book, she was ere long weeping over some
imaginary personage’s fictitions sorrows,

" The doctor was as good as his word: that very day he
wrote to Maggie Wild. After sealing the letter, he reclined
back in his easy chair and, for a time, seemed absorbed in
thought, “Iknew it wonld come,” he mused; “I have felt
that I should not always walk in the shadows. How dif-
ferent my life would have been, could I have persuaded




28 . THE GOLDEN KEY.

her, my wife, to have gone with me step by step in this
undertaking; but no; all my efforts to interest her in my
life-work have proved frunitless, Every attempt that I
have made to accomplish something in life, has failed
to enlist her sympathy, and to this do I attribute my
non-success. | have walked alone; the inspivation and
affection I have longed for, have never becn mine in those
higher walks of life where they are most essential. I had
hoped that she would show some little interest in this en- -
.terprige, but 1.find that it cannot be, and to-day T feel that
I am more than ever alon‘é» Yes, more than alone, for
every new plan that I guggest she discourages with the
doleful words, ‘Tt will De o failure; you can never succeed.’
Oh! the horror and wretchedness of my life! Yet the
world calls me a happy II;.;LH.‘ Well, let it continue thus to
believe; it has not seen the inner life. But,” he continued,
taking the letter into his hand, “T have a presentment that
my life is to change, is to grow brighter. Little Maggie
Wild will be a sunbeam in this cold house, and what a
pleasure it will be to feed the fires of her intellect, unfold -
to her understanding the sciences of anatomy and physi-
ology, and teach her hand to minister to the sick. Oh!
that my wife conld have taken this position; but as that
cannot be, Maggie shall be my child; I will guard her as
tenderly, instruct her as carefully, as though she were my
own daughter.” Saying this, the doctor, taking hat and
cane, hurried into the street. '

Two weeks from this time, the stage running from the -
city of Ne——o, stopped in front of this. well-known Water
Cure establishment, and a young lady of mediam hight,
draped in a light traveling suit, stepped out of the vehicle,
and her-summons for admission being answered by a do-
mestic, she was conducted into the reception room. While
ghe is awaiting the entrance of the doctor, we will describe
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her appearance. Maggie Wild had = face that once seen
could never be forgotien. She was not handsome, not
even pretty, but there was an indescribable expression
about her face that must be seen to be appreciated. The
forehead was broad and low, features small but well de-
fined, the gray eyes large and deep, lips a bright scarlet
and the face perfectly colorless; the fine silky hair was
cut short and clustered in shining ringlets aronnd her
finely shaped head. The foce lacked animation: it was
almost as ¢xpressionless as a piece of marble; but with a
clogse reading of the clear eyes, you could feel that there
was depth of thought and wealth of soul beneath that ex-
terior. It seenjed as if her spirvit had sereened itself from
the gaze of m(ﬂal.. '

Imagine the doctor’s disappointment as he entered the
voom, with the vision of a rosy-cheeked, bright-cyed,
sprightly little creature in his mind, and saw before him
instead, the cold, statue-like Maggie Wild. His disap-
pointment was apparent in his manners, although he
greeted her as cordially as he could, ‘¢hilled ‘as he was by
the sudden vanishing of his pleasant vision. After a shoré

- conversation he begged to be excused, saying she must he

much fatigned with ber long journey, and ke would send a
servant to conduct her to her room, whero she could rest
until tea-time,

“T will never trust impressions again,” was his mental
ejaculation as he left the room. %A pretty sunbeam she
is; her very presence chills me like a northern glacier.
Think T shadl not adopt her as a daughter very soon!
however, time will tell.  If she proves faithful in the work
ghe lias undertaken and takes an interest in her studies,
why should I not be satisfied?”

ST
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CHAPTER VI.

THE SPIRIT MOTHER.

Tiro months have elapsed since Mrs. Loomis entered Dr.
Bradwoll's family to take charge of little Daisy, During
this time she grew in the love of the affectionate child and
the respect of the parents. She was quiet and reserved,
shrinking from the society of strangers, conscientiously
performing her duties, and gliding through the house noise-
less as a phantom, seeming to dwell under the shadow of a
great fear, Usually she appoared calm and composed, but
at times she would start, and become pale as death. She
avoided the doctor, he being the only one to whom she
manifested an aversion. She would shrink from his gaze,
and if he came into her presence, would grow nervous and
restless, and, as soon as epportunity offered, wonld retreat
from the voom. The doctor’s wife. attributed this sensitive-
ness to some disappointment or secret sorrow weighing
upon- the mind, and with a delicacy natural to ene of her
organization, she had hitherto avoided asking Mrs. Loomis
any questions as to her past life; but to-day, as the gov-
erness closed the volumne of poemms from which she had heen
reading, Mrs. Bradwell, who had heen watching the changes
in her countenance, somewhat abruptly said:

“Mrs. Loomis, pardon me for the question I am about
to ask you, and. believe me it is not an idle curiosity but
an interest in your welfare that prompts it.. I know that
your past life has been darkened by some great sorrow.
Will you net give me your confidence and permit me to
sympathize with you? It may be that I can make the
burden lighter and the darkness less intense.”
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Mrs. Loomis dropped her head and trembled as with the
palsy. For some moments she was silent, apparently try-
ing to suppress the emotion that stirred her being to its

very depth. Then in a eold, metallic tone she gaid:

“JT thank you for your kindness; sympathy is not for

‘me; I do not need, do not want it. If you can restore the

warmth and light of love to one whose heart is eolder than
the northern icebergs, peace and rest to one whom fate has
destined to go to and fro upon the earth like the Wander-
ing Jew, if you can conquer the king of terrors and bid the
grave yield up its dead, if you can remove a curge handed
down from generation. to generation until it rests upon
my head in the full strength of its withering power, you
may then talk of making my burden lighter by your sym-
pathy.” With these last bitter words, she sprung to her

feet and commenced walking the room with a rapid pace.

Presently growing calmer, she folded her arms upon her
heart, and in her peculiar, low, musical voice said: “Par-

don me; I see. I have frightened you; you are gentle,

loving, and good. 1 did wrong to give you cven a glimpse

of the dark and fearful scenes through which I have passed,

and which have made me dark, fierce, and hard as. them-
selves. Do not seek to look into the recesses of a soul
forever shadowed. I will serve you well, and your child
is the angel that will be the means of casting the only ray
of light across my life’s pathway that it will ever know.”
~-“Make no apology,” replied Mrs. Bradwell, “F was to
blame for calling up unhappy memories, What your past
life may have been L know not, but I hope to make the pre-
sent and future pleasant for you. I am glad that the sun-
light of Daisy’s presence is felt by you. You speak of Daisy
as my child. I suppose you are aware that I am a second
wife. Daisy’s mother died when she was an infant. She
sleeps in a foreign land.” "As Mrg. Loomis made no reply
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to this, Mrs. Bradwell, thmkmg she was absorbed in her
own dark thoughts, -and wishing to divert her attention,
arose, and opening a drawer, took from it a small locket
inlaid with gems. Handing it to Mrs. Loomis, she said:

“Yon take such an interest in little Daisy that perhaps
you would like to see the pieture of her mother.” :

Mrs. Loomis extended her icy-cold hand, took the locket,
held it tightly for a moment, then touched the spring and -
gazed upon the beautiful pictured face within. As she
looked, every vestige of dolor faded from her chesk and
her features assumed that rigid expression seen only on
the face of the dead. At this moment Daisy entered the
room. A strange and bewildered expression came into
her eyes as she looked from her mother to Mrs., Loomis,
then, with a sudden bound, she sprung past Mrs. Bradwell,
flung her arms around Mrs. Loomis, and laid her head upon
her shoulder. Mrs., Loomis seemed all absorbed in the
picture before her, until little Daisy extended her hand to
take the locket, saying:

“That is my mamma. She died ever so long ago; she
is & pretty mamma, isn't she, Mrs, Loomis? but not so
pretty as my other mamma with the great blue eyes and
golden curls.”

Mrs. Bradwell’s eycs were brown and her hair always .
combed smoothly back from her brow, hence the words of
Daisy concerning her “other mamma,” greatly astonishod
Mrs. Bradwell and cauzed Mrs. Loomis to drop the locket,
ag she folded the little one closer to her heart and mur-
mured, “My God! have merey!”

“What are you talking about, Daisy? you fmghten Mrs.
Loomis. Who do you mean by ‘the mamma with golden
curls ¥ . ' .

“Why the beautiful lady that comes at night. Some-
times she sings to me until 1 go to sleep, and sometimes I

A T L e
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sec her out in the park. She has a pretty white dress all
shining, not like yours, mamma. Last njght she told me
she was my mamma, that my name was not Daisy, and
that she Hved away over the mountains. She said some-
time I wonld sec her home; she would ‘take me there. T
wanted her to stay with me, but she said, ‘No.” Oh! I
wish she had come and talked with you! her veiee is like
music and her breath is like the flowers, T wonder how
she got here from so far away, and why did she call me
her little girl?” )

“Daisy, you have been dreaming,” said Mrs. Bradwell,
“gnd a very pretty dream it must have been. DBut it
seems strange for little Daisy to have three maminas.
Which one do you love the best, dear?”

The child raised her large, beuutlful eyes as she '

phied:

“QOh! the one I have been telling you about; she is
white as snow, her checks are like roses, and her eyes are
blue as pansies.”

“Well, don’t dream too much about that pretty mamma,
or I shall be jealous of her.”

Mrs. Loomis did not treat the matter thus lightly.. Shc
looked very serious and in a trembling voice said:

“Daisy, what else did you dream?”

“Oh! it wis not a dream, Mrs. Loomis. T was wide
awake.”

“Perlnps you forgot to shut the door 'md the lady
came in.’

“No; it was not a dream. But why is it that I am

cold as ice?” o

At this moment the door bell sounded. The child eon-
tinued to shiver as though chilled. A servant entered
and announced that Mrs, Spauldmg and her young friend

were in waiting. Mrs. Bradwell tried to persuade Daisy
a .
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-to accompany her to see the visitors, but she refused to
go, clinging to Mrs. Loomis for protection.

“I am cold, cold, mamma; let me stay here; there is
o shadow down stairs: if I go there T shall freeze.’”

“Daisy has taken cold, Mrs. Loomis; will you see that

“she is cared for?” said Mrs. Bradwell as she left the
room. '
A few moments later little Daisy was asleep in the arms
of her governess,

1
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CHAPTER VILI.
THE bEAD SICRET,

“WgrLL, Forest, you live in princely style. May I ask
how long you have been leading such a life?”

“I have been monarch of this estate for the last fifteen
years.

“Rifteen years! Whew!” And Harry Young tossed
his cigar out of the open window and settled back in his
chair, vepeating: ““Fifteen years you have lived this inde-
pendent life. - What a fortunate man you have been. But
tell me, Forest, why is it that you have no queen here to
rule your heart and home? Why have you never mar-
ried

“For two reasons: first, because I have never yet met
with a woman that I could truly love.”

“Ah? you must be hard to please; but now for your

‘second reason.”

“That is a dead secret, buried so deep that the prying
eye of man can never reach it.”

“Ah! gome old love affair I suppose. Well, Forest, if
I were in your place, I should be content with the present,
and hope that the secret was so completely dead that even
its ghost epuld not return to disturb me.”

Harry YLoung made this remark with his keen, dark eyes
fixed on Forest as if to read his very soul, but Forest '
either had nothing to conceal, or else his self control en-
abled him to hide it most effectually, for the eyes of his

 friend searched his face in vain. He had much experi-

ence in Bife, and was, at the time we introduce him to our
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readers, a wealthy bachelor some forty vears of age, a man
of great mental endowment, but small of stature, and some-
what inferior as rogarded perconal appearance. He was
of a nervous, oxcitable temperament, and had a few choscn
friends, who prized him for hiz intellectual and wmoral
worth. His home was some five miles from the city of
A——, His friend, Harry Young, on the contrary, was
genial, full of life, and gay even to thoughtlessness.  See-

ing that he was not likely to unravel the mystery of

Forest’s past life, he abandoned the attempt, and after a
shott, silenee, said: .

“By the by, Forest, & new star has appeared above the
hqrizon, a star of the first magnitude, and more than half
the gentlemen in our set are revolving about her.”

“Indeed?” responded Forcst, carelessly.

““Why, bless me, how indifferent you are! I suppose

you would like to have me belicve that beanty has no at-

traction for you.”

“Not so0, Harry; I have ever warshiped at the shrine
of beauty, but beanty of the mind' has far more influence
over nie than beauty of the flesh.”

“Well, one glimpse of Mys, Spaulthnrv s charming friend
would convince you that ‘beanty of the flesh,” as you term
it, holds the balance of power over our destinies.”

At the mention of Mys. Spaulding’s name, an expression
of awakened interest passed over Forest’s face as he said:

“Tg it possible® has she arrived?”

“Oh! Forest! how is this? have you met her? and
arc you already acquainted with her? do yom know ?

“Hold on, Harry; one question at a time, if you pleaso.
I have never seen the lady you refer to, but Mrs, Spauld-
ing is my particular friend. She told me last winter that
she expected a young lady to spend the summer with her
and was anxious that I should make her acquaintance.
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She extolled her so highly that T must adit some curios-
ity was aroused to see the person who could thus captivate
my discriminating friend. Mrs. Spaulding promised to
send me word immediately after her arrival. Do you
know how long she has been in the city?”

“Two months I believe, although T had not the pleasure
of meeting her until last weck, and then it was purely ac-
cidental.”

7 think it strange that Mrs. Spanlding does not intro-
duce her into society and to her friends,” sald Forest,
speaking more to himself than to his companion.

“Well,” said Harry, “Y can think of but one excuse,
and that is,.that the young lady is engaged, and Mus.
Spaulding, knowing your susceptible nature, was doubtless
fearful that your peace of mind might be disturbed by the
acquaintance.”

“Nonsense, Harry; the woman docs not exist who can
destroy my happiness.”

“Are you very sure of that? remember you have not
seen this one. What say you to returning to the eity with
me this evening? We will eall upon Mrs, Spaulding,”

To this suggestion Forest made some objection, but
finally- Harry prevailed and the two started out to make a
call never to be forgotten by cither,

CEY S e e e g
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CITAPTER VIIL
THE PLOT THICKENS.

CrarA GOrRDON reclined upon a sofa in Mrs. Spaulding’s
richly furnished parlor. To the superficial observer, she
would have appeared cold and calm ag-a marble statue, but
there was o manifest rostlessness in the large black eyes,
a bright searlet spot-on the usually pale cheek, that be-
spoke perturbation of soul. The small hands were clasped
tightly together over the hosom aé though to still the proud
heart’s impulsive throbbing. '

“0 God! T wish I were as heartless ag the world be-
lieves me to be!l Thiz strange sensation—what does it
mean?! Two months ago I commenced what I thought
would be, on my part, simply a flirtation, or—or—oh! go
away!” putting out her hand as if to thrust away somc
demon that beset her, “away! with your poisonous, mur-
derous thoughts! God knows, I never meant that. First
it was his wealth that allured and dazzled me; now I do
not care for it; Tlove Aim! T am angry with myself to
think that my pride must make this humiliating -confegs-
ion. Yes I love him as woman never loved before, and to
that one controlling power, my pride must bow—my pride,
that never-bent to aught hefore.” '

¢ Jt will kil her.”

“Who speaks?” and Clara sprung to her fect. “Who
is here? who has read my thoughts?” She ran from ono
part of the room to another, vainly searching among the
dark shadows for the form she imagined coneccaled from
her sight. Convinced at last that she was alone, she

5
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gmiled and said mentally: ‘It was a fancy, I am nervous.
Tt will not kill her: she is weak and negative; her love

.ia no more to be compared to mine, than the ecalm waters

of the lake to the hurning, seething lava of the voleano.”
“ The one will bless, the other curse.”
These words were gaid as from the air immediately over

l her head. With a wild seream Clara fled from the room

and “paused not till she found refuge with Mrs. Spaulding.
to whose anxious questionings she replied that she had
fallen asleep znd dreamed a frightful dream. The good
Mrs. Spaulding tried to soothe her, but Clara would not
be left alone, saying she felt that something was near her.
Before she had recovered from the psychological condi-
tion into. which she had heen thrown by the mysterious
voices that had seemed to have power to read her very
thoughts, Forest and his friend Harry Young were an-
nounced. A shade of anxiety passed over the face of
Mys. Spaulding as she descended to the parler, followed
by Clara.
~ On entering the well lighted room, Clara glanced at the
sofa she had so recently oceupied, an icy ehill ran through
her frame as she thought of the voice that had ealled to
her from the air, but the animated conversation of the
brilliant Forest, soon put to flight all unpleasant thoughis.
She was not long in perceiving that she had made a favor-
able impression upon an accomplished and talented man.
and the old love of power came back with all its force.
Here was a heart worth gaining; it would indeed be a tri-
uraph to see the proud, cold, intellectual Forest her slave.
On flew the golden moments, and when Forest and Harry

- arose to take leave, they found to their surprise that the

call, designed for a few minutes only, had lengthened to
two honrs.
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“Have you quite recovered from your fright?” asked
Mrs. Bpaulding of Clara, when they were onee move alone.

“Yes; superstitions fancies could not remain long in
the presence of such good company. I helieve Mr. Forest
is one of the gentlemen whose name you mentioned to me
soon after I came here. Why has he not called before?
e ig far superior to Mr. Aldrich.”

“Clara,” repled Mrs. Spaulding, “Mr. Forest iz a
friend of mine; an honest, noble, pure minded man. Be-
fore you camo here I had thought that if you and he were
thrown into the society of each other, you would be mutu-
ally attracted, but the. sentiments you uttered soon after
your arrival, convinced me that you were not capable of
appreciating a nature so high and noble ss his. T will
tallkk to you frankly, Clara, that you may fully understand
my present and future conduet towards you. You have
said that ambition and love of power were the influences
that controlled you. I bave found you to be vain, proud,
fond of flattery; your greatest delight seems to be in gain-
ing the love of all who come within the cirele of your fasei-
nations, only to cast it away as worthless, or to wear it in
your girdle as a trophy of the hearts you have broken.
Clara, I have studied you closely for the last two months,
and thig evening I saw the attempt you were making to
fascinate Mr. Forest. I have invited you to make my
house your home; I have done and will continue to do all
I can to make it agreeable to you, but coquetry I despise,
and I will not permit you to weave your chains avound the
heart of one of my most valued friends. You must re-
place the poisoned arrow and promise me that you will not
attempt to trifle with the affections of Forest, or we can
be friends no longer.”

Clara’s countenance underwent a variety of changes du--
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ring Mrs. Spaulding’s remarks. At first her eyes gleamed
and her face flushed with anger; her fine form was drawn
up to its full hight, and if a look of scorn and contempt.
could have annihilated any one, the good little woman she '

.confronted would have vanished out of existence. But

when Mrs. Spaulding spoke of the termination of their
friendship, Clara turned pale, and an appalling fear seemed
to. scttle over her hedrt, and when her companion ceased
speaking, a smile lingered on Clara’s face and a look of
reproach in her brilliant eyes.

“My best friend! she cxclaimed, throwing her arms
around Mrs. Spaulding’s neek, “how little you understand
my nature! true T love wealth, position and power, but I
am not to blame; I am unfortunately organized, but why
should I be despised for that? I have never yet found

anybody who could understand me; many bave professed

to love me, but I have felt it wag my beauty, not myself;
hence I have -delighted to cast back the admiration which
emanated not from the heart but from the fancy. T know
that you think me saperficial and vain, but when you come
to look deeper, you will find as true a heart as ever. beat.

Mrs. Spaulding, T solemnly deelave that X never attempted
to destroy the happiness of any man by winning his affee-
tion, only to cast it from me; and if you desire it, I will
never see Mr. Forest again, though I will confess to you

‘that T never met one with whom I was so well pleased

upon so short an acquaintance. But you will not believe
e, because you cannot understand me: there is not'one
in the wide world who will.” Hoere Clara commenced
weeping and sobbing as though her heart would break.
“T will go, Mrs. Spanlding; T will take my shadow out
of your house; I will go back to the weary, monotonous
life E have lived the last few years; but the cruelest wrong

e
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I bave ever sustained will be that you have so unjustly
withdrawn your love and respect.”

Clara’s voice became so choked with sobs, that she 'could
say no more, when Mrs. Spaulding, whose heart had been
completely softened by Clara’s apparent suffering, threw
her arms around her, saying:

“Forgive me; I have beeh unjust and cruel to one I

have promised to love and cherish. Clara, you have an
impulsive nature, but you have convinced me that at heart

you are good; you are fond of admiration but do not
intend to injure others in oider to secure it. I will trust
you In the future, so think no more of léaving me. And -
now, good night; go to your reom and in sweet dreams
forget this unpleasant scene.”

" Clara, left the room, her face concealed with her hand-
kerchief, and. to all appearance trembling with emotion,
No sooner had she reached her own apartment than, re-
moving the handkerchicf, she revealed eyes undimmed by

- tears and a face aglow with anger. .
“The old fool!” she exclaimed.  “So she has been
watching me, has shef and thinks to bring me to her
texrog.  Had it not been for the risk of losing my position
here, I would have given her a piece of my mind! Tt was
hard to ecurb my temper, but I am glad I did, for a quar-
rel now would spoil all. T suppose she thinks because she
has given me a home, she has a vight to control my ac-
tions.  She is afraid I will trifle with her friend!! If men
" do not know enough to take care of their hearts, they
~ ought to have them broken. As for Forest, I will make :
him idolize me, if for no other reason than to be revenged
on her; but T must be more cautious in my future move- . -
ments. I wonder if she mistrusts me in relation to Dr. -~
Bradwell? I imagine not, or she would have spoken
of it.” '
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CHAPTER IX.
THE ENCHANTED PALK.

Dr. BrapweLL, his wife, and little Daisy wore sitting
upon the vine clad porch enjoying the cool breeze of eve-
ning. Suddenly little Daisy said: '

“Sce, papa, there is Mrs. Loomis standing in the ar-
bhor.” ,

“1 suppose she has been out for a walk remarked
Mrs, Bradwell.

“1 would like to go to her if that big, tall man and little
girl were not with hor,” gaid Daisy.

“T see no one but Mrs. Loomis; it must be the shadows
you sce,” replied her father.

“Why mno, papa; don’t you sce that little girl all in
white, and that tall man with o GorLpeN Ky in his hand?”

“Daisy, are you dreaming?” said Mrs. Bradwell “what
ig the matter with you?”

Before little Daisy could answer, Mrs. Loomis passed
through the hall and stepped out upon the poreh.

“See!” exclaimed Daisy, “there are two of them! a
Mrs. Loomis on the porch and a Mrs. Loomis in the ar-
bor.”

Mrs. Bradwell screamed in affright “and sought her
husband’s side. The doctor was' speechiess with astonish-
ment, for there in the bright moonlight stood the two
figures. The governess stood facing the arbor, and as she
looked upon her counterpart she murmured:

“The curse of my life!” and sank down in apparent
unconsciousness, while at the same mstant little Daisy
cried:
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“See! Mre, Loomis has gone out of the aybor, put the -
‘big man with the Gorpry Ky is here and i holdmg it
over her head.”

Quickly and with what seemed the effect of an elcotric
shock, Mrs. Loomis sprung to her feet, threw one glance
at the frightened group before her, and fled to Lier room.
Dr. Bradwell was anxious t0 recall her and demand an
explanation of the scene, but his wife was so terrified that
he thought it better to defer the explanation until morning,

Early the next morning he received a professional call,
demanding his immediate presence, and did not return till
late in the afterncon. Upon entering the cool, shaded
parlor, the first object that met his sight was Clara Gor-
don, sleeping upon one of the sofas. How beantiful she
appeared, her dark ringlets vesting wpon hér crimson
cheeks, her full scarlet lips parted, disclosing the pearly
tecth, a swile lingering upon her face, ag though her soul
was basking in the sunlight of pleasant dreams. The
doctor thought he had never before seen so beautiful a
picture. As he stood gazing upon her, her lips parted,
and in a low trembling voice she said: *

“Y am alone, alonc in thiz ¢old world!” Then folowed
a silenee, broken only by her irregular breathing, and then
came the words: “Q God! will he never love me?”

Dr. Bradwell felt that he was hearing what was not
demgned for hig ears, and turned to leave the room. At
this moment, Clara opened her beautiful eyes and fixed
them upon him with 2 look of surprise saying:

“Why, Dr. Bradwell! I did not know that you Liad re-
twned. How long have you been here?”

““Only a few moments; I was not aware of your pres-
ence when I entered the room. Thé: picture I found here
was so beautiful that I eould not refrmn from looking at
it. T am sorry that T disturbed youw.” N
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“T am glad that you have returned; Mrs. Spaulding
and your wife arc visiting, Daisy is with her governess,
and I am quite-alone,” :

The doctor seated himself at her side and soen became
50 absorbed in conversation with her as to forget tho flight
of time. An hour later, little Daisy entered the parlor
with & heautiful rose, which she intended to present to her
father, having heard his voice while walking upon the
lawn, but perceiving Clara, she stopped in the center of
the room, her features contracted, her eyes fixed, while in
slow and measured tones, these words fell from her lips:

“Papa, I see & beautiful park with bright flowers, dane-
ing fountains, silver lakes, and tall waving trees, casting

" their cool shadows far out on every side. But, papa,

there is o gilded serpent among the flowers; it is erawling
over the tinted shells and hiding among the soft mosses.
Tt is green and purple and gold, very bright; but wndor
the bright tints it is black as midnight. It is trying to
entwine itsclf around you. Papa! don't look at the ser-
pent in the grass. The trees are filled Iwitﬁ birds of gay
plumage, whose sweet songs invite you to repose under
their drooping branches. Beware! if once you are found
beneath their shelter, these shadows will be transformed
to prison walls that will grow stronger and higher day by
day. The song birds will change to hissing serpents and
poisonous reptiles, the waters of the dancing fountains
will bé bitter to your taste. One step into this enchanted
park, and eseape from the influences that will be thrown
around you, will be impossible. TPapa, I have described
to you what has been given to me. I af¥dllie Bradwoll;
I died in——" R

“0 God!” cried the doctor, springing to ks feet.

This exclamation wrought & complete change in Daisy:
she was once more the sweet, affectionate, healthy child.

o
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She geemed, however, uneasy in the pregence of Clara, and

handing the rose to her father, left the room without say- -

ing a word, seeming to be unconscious of what had trans-
pired. As she reached the door, she called out:

“() papa! come and see Mrs. Tioomis!” er father
hastened to her side and beheld the governess lying upon
the hall floor,

“She has had a fit,” said the doctor; and raising her

slight form in his arms, he carried her to an adjoining room,
but before restoratives could be administered, she recov-
¢red her consciousness, thanked him for his kindness, but
declared that she needed no further assistance, It was

only a dizziness of the head; she was now fully restored.

Clara was almost paralyzed with fear at the words
Daisy had spoken. Bhe understood their meaning, but
how did the child know what she bad never breathed to
mortal ear? Why did the child call herself Lillie? and
why say she had died? The more Clara thought of this,
the more inexplicable it became. At last, solitude became
unbearable and she sought her friends. She found Mrs.
Bradwell relating to Mrs. Spaulding the events of the last
evening.

“Now, what would you advise me to do, Mrs. Spaulding?
1 do not like to dismisg Mrs. Loomis, but I fear her influ-
¢nce upon the child ig not good. Daisy never before had
these fancies, and although -she is perfectly well now, I

fear the effect will be to undermine her health and déktroy -

her soundness of mind. The child seems much attached
to Mrs. Loomis, and this is the only reason I have for
wishing to separatk them.”

“IMave you conversed with the governess about the
strange appearance last evening?”
~ “Noj; to tell you the truth, I questioned her once in
regard to her past life, and I care not to do so again: 1
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helieve her to be a good woman, but am convinced somo
terrible sorrow is preying upon her mind. My hushand
hag promised to questlon her, but I antunpmto he will get
no satisfaction.”

- ¢ have felt from the first,” said Mrs, Spuulding, “that

she was not the proper.person tp have charge of Duisy.”

“Tg she subject to fits?"’ asked Clara.

“Not that I am aware; why do you ask?”

“Because the doctor has just found her lying in the
front hall, and said it was caused by a fit.”

“Is it possﬂ)le’ said Mrs. Bradwell, “then I must go
to her at once.”

“Bhe is all over with it now; I heard her say nof five
minutes ago, that she was well.” '

“J must go and ascertain her condition,” said Mrs. Brad-
wall, and leaving the room, she went directly to the Iibrary,
where she found her husband walking the floor, his arms
folded across his breast and an expression of unuttersble
sorrow upon his face.

“What is it 7" exclaimed Mrs. Bradwell, laymrr her hand
upon his shoulder; “are you il1?”

He was silent for some moments, sceming to be consid-
ering the propriety of revealing hig thoughts to her. At
lagt, seating himself in a large arm chair and drawing his
wife closer to him, taking her hands into his and looking
into her face, he said: -

“Did T ever tell you the name of my first wife, or did
you ever hear it from any source? Did T ever tell you
what name was first given to our little girl?”

“You have not; why do you ask such questions?”

“Because to-day, Daisy has spoken the name that wag
first given to her. She seemed to be transfigured, and
during that time she declared that her name was Lillie
Bradwell. Before she had finished, I became so excited
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that T uttercd an. exclamation and disturbed her, and she
immediately appeared to be again in her normal condition.
Now what 7s the meaning of this? Either our Little Daisy
is losing her reagon, or she is controlled by some supernat-
ural power. I have never mentioned the name first given
to Daigy to any living mortal, and in her noermal condition
she has never alluded to it. I must therefore conclude
that at times she is under the influence of some spirit or
demon. It cannot be the child’s mother, for she would
not come to me'if she could, and if she did, she would not
claim to be my child. I have never had anything ocour
to trouble me like this. It may be that Mrs, Loomis has
something to do with these strange spells of Daisy’s; if so,
she must feave the house at omce. I will talk with her
this evening. I will not detain you from your visitors.
Be not uneasy, little wife; all will yet be well.” And
with & foreed smile of reassurance, the doctor opened the

_door for her to depart.

'
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CHAPTER X.
THE PHANTOM.

“SuE is only a bath girl; don’t let us remain here star-
ing at her.” o -

“But I tell you, Clara, there is something remarkable
in that face. I would give much to know who she is.”

“Well, Mrs. Spaulding, you have more curiosity than T
zave you eredit for, but if your stay of two days in this
place has made you as lonesome and homesick as I am, I
cannot blame you for interesting yourself in anything
that promises to afford you the slightest amusement. For
my part I have no faith in water-cures and no interest in
the class of persons we meet here.” ,

Saying this, Clara Gordon passed down the broad stair-
case and out upon the pleasant lawn for her morning
walk.

“Too bad!” she muttered to herself, ““to have to leave
the city just at this time! I don’t see why Mre. Spauld-
ing should come -here, nor why she should have insisted
upon my accompanying her. ‘Cool and pleasant retreat,
away from the dust and glare of the city; time for rest
and thought,” says Mrs. Spaulding. That is just what I
do not want. All was going so well: I know that I have

made an impression upon Dr. Bradwell's mind, but

whether dcep enough to outlive my absence .is another

question, Four weeks in this horrid place! I will not

stand it; I will make some excuse to go back to the city,
as sure as my name is Clara Gordon, and I will carry out

my Pla,:f, let the result be what it may. The first step is
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to hecome a metmber of the doctor’s family; then my way
is clear. T can wanage Mys. Bradwell as casily as I
could a Chlld. 1 have what T have sct my heart
upon.”’

“Jt il be the price of 630061’ sald a clear volce over
her head.

Clara gave one wild look around her thc:n turned and
sped towards the house as fast as her flying feet could
carry her. She found Mre. Spaulding conversing in the
hall with a gentleman, whom, to her surprise, she found
to be Mr, Forest, who had just arrived.

T am glad to see you, Mr. Forest. T was getting so
lonesome, that I had begun to think seriously of return-
ing, but I ]mpe you are not to be nuinbered among the
mvahds here.”

“No, I came simply ag o boarder. Ilearing that Mrs
Spaulding and her fair young friend were to spond some
weeks hore, T could not resist the temptation to follow.”

At this moment Dr. Bigelow made his appearance, was
introduced to Mr. Forest, and all entered the reception
room. After a few moments’ conversation, Clara left the
room. Forest also left to speak to an acquaintance whom
he had just observed upon the lawn, and the doctor and
Mrs. Spauldmg were thus left alone.

“Doctor,” said Mrs. Spaulding, 1 have hecome deeply
interested in Maggie Wild. Can you give mo her past
history 2"

T carmnot,” he replied, “but I am glad that you take
an interest in her, and that I can speak to you freely of
this strange being, She came here for the purpose of ob-
faining a thorough medical education, but unfortunately,
wy wife has taken ar great dislike to her. She is retiring
and unsocial, living, almost entirely within hergelf; for
this reason she does not make as many friends as some
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far loss worthy. T had a strange expérience with her fast
week which T would like to relate to vou. Mrs. L., the
Iady‘occupying the large room at the right of the fivst
fight of stairs, was brought here. She had heen confined
to her bed the last two years. The most eminent physi-
cians had been employed in her case and pronounced it
hopeless. Her husband brought her here without consult-
ing me, and when I found how complicated was the dis-
case and. the length of time it had been standing, I
vefused to undertake to do anything for her. T had
-never seen anything of the kind before, and may as well
acknowledge that T did not understand her complaing,
While subbequently conversing with her hushand, and
telling him of my inability to relieve his companion, Magy.-
gic Wild entered the voom, heird my last remask, and
witnessed the deep sorrow of Mr. L., heard him plead
that his wife might be permitted to remain a few days and
try the treatment. Mapgie looked at him infently, as
though reading' the very thoughts of his soul.  Hlowly
every vestige of color left her face, the lids closed over
her cyes, one hand was raised and extended toward the
room occupied by the invalil. While in this position sle
gave an accurate description of the lady whom she lhad
never seen. Then she commenced a deseription of the
diseased organs, giving color, shape, position and namnes
correctly, relating how each organ was affected, and pre-
seribing the proper remedies to restore them to af healthy
condition and the manner in which these remedies( were to
he uged. This diagnosis was as correctly given as it would
have been by the best M. D., had the body geen upon the
dissecting table. While Maggie was talking, elear and
distinet raps were heard upon the floor where she was
standing. After she had ceased, her arm assumed its
natural position; she drew a long breath and opened her
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eyes as from s deep sleep, Up to this moment the.man
had listened to her almost breathlessly, and now ke cried
out vehemently: ‘It is true! every word is true! my
wife will be restored to health; I have felt that she

- would.” Mrs. Spaulding, ¥ can not describe the joy of
the husband, and Hy own astonishment at what we bLad
witnessed. Blaggie seemed to be aware that semething

e unusual had taken place, for begging to be excused, she

hastened from the room before we had an opportunity to
questlon her.”

“But you have talked with her about thls since that
time?” said Mrs, Spaulding,

“¥ have atternpted to do so, but she shrinks from any
allugion to it, and when, in my anxiety tp obtain some
knowledge of this wonderful power, I almost commanded

. her to answer my questions, she quietly but very firmly.
refused, saying if I desired her to leave the Cure, she
would do so. Of course, I insisted upon her remaining,
hoping the future would unravel the mystery.” -

“Did you try the remedies preseribed?”

“Most certainly I did, and the result has exceeded our
most sanguine expectations.”

¢ How wonderful!” exclaimed Ms. Sp'midmg, «T must
try to become hetten acquainted with Maggie Wild.”

- “Y wish you would,” ejaculated the doctor. “The
housekecper has been telling my wife some very foolish’
gtories.  She says, a few nights since, she saw Maggie
go to her room without a light, and half an hour after,
having occasion to pass the door which stood slightly ajar, |
she saw the room brightly illuminated, when to her hor-
ror she found that with no material light in the room there
was such o brightness that she could see every asticle of
furniture; could see Maggie sleeping upon the bed, while
by her side stood a tall form, with long shining garments.

i
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- The housekeeper was paralyzed with feawr. This story

has been cireulated among the servants, and all kegin to
fear Maggie as one in le;wue with bnmn. Fam sorry to
say that my wife shares in. thcse fears.”

“What is your explanation?” asked Mrs. Spaulding.

“T have no explanation; but T shall never rest until 1
have it explained to my satisfaction. Will you help me
in this?”’

“I shall be dchghted to do all that I can to unravel,
this seeming mystery.”
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CHAPTER XI.
TI—IE’ PRAYER FOR HELP.

Two weeks passed, and Mrs. Spanlding was no hetter

“acquainted with Maggie Wild than at the time of her con-
* versation with Dr. Bigelow. All her proffers of {riend-

ship had been met by chilling politoness,” and she was

" almost on the point of yielding her hope of learning move

of Maggie, when an event ocourred which threw them
much into each other’s society, and partially removed the
veil behind which Maggic had sereened herself

Two weeks Clara Gordon rode, walked, read, chatted,
and flirted with Forest to her heart’s content. ' Mrs.
Spaulding, absorbed in Maggie, and relying' implicitly
upon the promise made her in regard to Forest, paid‘littie(
attention to Clara’s manoeuvers in that direction. Torest,
who had wnever hefore met one whese positive mind could
control him as did Clara’s, yiclded himself willingly to
this delicious dream of love, and became a vietim to her
artful wiles. She spared no effort to rivet the chains
around the heart of him whom she designed to ise as o
tool to carry out her plans. If Mrs. Spaulding and Mrs.
Bradwell believed that she had become attached to Fovest,
they would be unsuspicious of her, and she shaped her
course accordingly. At the close of the second week of
their stay at the Cure, Mrs. Spaulding reccived a letter
from Dr. Bradwell, stating that his wife was quite. ill, and
was anxious for the presence of her friend Clara. Clara
could scarce conceal her pleasure at the thought of once
more Teturning to the eity.

%
!
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“I know you have been lonely here,” gaid Mrys. Spauld-
ing, “and I would not detain you from your friend. Go.
and I will join you within one week.”

The following moyning, Clara and Forest were on their
way to the city. As Mrs. Spaulding was ascending the
staivs in returning to her room after their departure, she
missed her footing and fell, spraining her ankle and injur-
ing herself otherwise so seriously as to confine her to her
room through the week following. During this time
Maggie was her constant comp’mmn It was her gentle
hand that administered to the wants of the. mvahd, and
her musical voice that cheered her.  The third cvening
after the. aecident, as Maggic was sitting in the bright
moonlight of Mrs. Spaulding’s room, distinet raps were
‘heard. upon the floor.  Mrs. Spanlding, who had been
anxiously waiting for some marvel of this kind, remained
perfectly quict, her eyes closed ag in sleep. Soon she
kicard the young girl whlspeung but could not distin-
0‘111511 what she said. On opening her eyes, sceing ne
one in the room, she concluded that Maggic was talking
to her self.  Soon after, rich strains of music floated upon
the air, such music as she had never listened to hefore.
and hearmg Maggie move, she again opened her cyes, saw
her kneel down, and heard the low words of prayer that
seemed to well up from her soul. ,

#( Father! - have mexey! vemove this cloud that has
blighted my young life; take from me the bitter cub 1
cannot cndure it longer. I stand alone; every friend
driven fronT me, all looking upon me as ohe resting under
thy curse, one in leagne with Satan. O God! stretch
forth thy arm and save. The wild waves surge around
my bark and unless thou dost send me aid, again shall I
be driven out into, the cold, cruel world, fuendless and
alone. Thou who didst pity Peter 8 weakness plty thy
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weaker child, who ig ever trying to draw nearer to thec,

but an angry gulf yawns hetween, and bars her back from
thee. Father! I cmnot dunk thlb bitter cup; dn pity,
let it pass from me.’ |

While Maggie was uttering this prayer, the raps increased
“in power, and when she had ceased praying, a sound was
- heard like that of a cannen ball falling npon and rolling
across the floor. Mrs. Spaulding sprung to her feet in
affright, while Maggie sunk upon the floor weeping bitterly.
Remembering the experience of Dr. Bigelow, Mrs. Spauld-
ing refrained from making any allusion to these manifesta-
tions, deciding in her own mird to take the first opportunity
to communicate to him all that had transpived. But she
had not heen the sole witness. The morning following, the
housekeeper, who had constituted herself an investigating
committee, which meant that she was to follow and watch
Maggic and report to Mrs. Bigelow all that she could sec
or hear, was standing in one of the lower bath-rooms, giving
a glowing description of the strange noises she had heard
in Mrs. Spanlding’s room where Maggie was sleeping.

“T shall go right off and tell the doctor,” said Mrs. Bige-
low, “If there is not a stop put to this work at once, it
will ruin the establishment. I know that Maggie ought
not to have come here. 1 helieve she hag sold herself to
the devil; T have heard of such cases before.”

“Bure if ye'd sprinkle the room with holy wather he’ (1
lave,” said one.of the bath girls, who bad been standing
with mouth wide open listening to the conversation.

“That’s all ye knows about it, Biddy,” said a servant
who had been in the house but a few days. “Sure it's
‘nothing but ghosts, jist as we have in blissed Treland. If
Miss Maggie will lave the door open, they'll not be after
doing her any harm,”

'
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“Keep your opinion to yourself until it’s called for,”
said the housekeeper, sternly.- ‘ - !
Then with Mrs. Bigclow, she went in search of the doe~

tor.to strengthen with her story Mrs. Bigelow’s entreaties
that Maggic Wild might be sent adrift,
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CHAPTER XTI.
TIE RULING PASSION.,

Mus. SpAvLDING, according to her intention, had an in-
terview with Dr. Bigelow, and gave him al account of the
manifestations she had witnessed, and concluded by saying:

“While listening to these sounds, I.heard footsteps near
the door, but whether produced by supernatural agency or
by sowme of the servants, T could not satisfactorily decide.”

“Probably the latter,” replied the doctor, “and if so,
the inmates of the house have heard the story before this
time.”’

Dr. Digelow was a shve‘g:d man, and before leaving Mrs.
Spanlding’s room, ke had decided what eourse to take. He
had ne doubt that the housckeeper was well aware of the
events. of the night before, and had communicated the same
to his wife, and sc was in a measurc prepared for the recep-
tion that awaited lim in his wife's apartments, He listened
patiently to all the ladies had to say, then remarking that
he would like to see Mrs. Bigelow alqne, he politely re-
quested the housekeeper to leave the voonrfor a short time.
After the door was closed, turning to his wife, he said:

“T am aware that what has been said in vegard to Maggice
iz true; I have scen Mrs. Spaulding and from her received
all the facts.” 4

“Good! I knew you wonld have to acknowledge it at
lagt.  Perhaps you will bo willing to take my advice next

time; these women who are always wanting to get out of -

their sphere, are never what they showld be, T told you
so before you wrote for her to come; now you see that I
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was right.  The next thing to de is to send her away he-
“fore the patients are frightened out of the house.” ‘

«Not so fast, wife, not so fast,” sald the doctor. «1
have something of interest to tell you—"

“Go and dismiss Maggle, then I am prepared to hear
you,” interrupted his wife. “I cannot bear the thought of
her being in the honge, and shall always shudder when I
pass her voom. Her white face, downeast eycs and saintly
aiv, have duped you niccly. Men never have any semse
about sueh things.” -

“Well, well,” said the doctor, impatiently, “1 acknowl-
edge that she is not what I supposed her to be; hut now
he quict, and listen to reason, will you? You remember
the lady that was brought hiere, whose case was apparently
sn hopoless that [ did not wish to undertake it? You know
how rapidly she hag improved; you heard her hushand say
that if she récovered, my success in her case would bring
me o number of first-clags patients:”

“Yes, yes; but what has that to do with Maggie?” .

“Simply this; that Maggie examined the patient, pre-
seribed the remedics, and directed me how to use them.”

“Shedid!” And the cyes of Mrs. Bigelow dilated with
aztonishment. Her husband, paying no attention to her
surprise, continued: ‘

“Wife, the great desire of your life has been for wealth.
We have both labored hard, hut -have heen bavely able to
obtain a competoney; now wealth is within our grasp.
Through this mysterious influcnee that surrounds l\‘Iz-lggiL\,
she is cnabled to sce and describe with aceuracy what the
‘most eminent physiciang in the land cannot understand.
Here is the key to a great mine of wealth, Shall Maggie
remain with us, and we obtain the benefit of this wonderful
power?” - '

“Get thee behind me, Satan!” cried Mrs. Bigelow, in
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an cxcited tone.  “T like wealth as well as any one, but I
do not propose to sell my soul to the devil for it, nor to
have anything to do with those who are in league with him.
Doetor, T am amazed at you! a member of the church, a
professed Christian, to thus easily yield to the influence
of satanie powér. Tt is time she was sent away; if she
should offer me the wealth of the world, she shonld not ve-
main another Hour in the house!”

“Well, my dear, you shall have your own way,” said the
doctor, trying to conceal his. annoyance and vexation. “Mur.
L. told me the other day that he considered himself under

ohligations to Maggic; he felt that she had been the means
of snatchmrr his wife from the j jaws of death, and he should
offer her a hoine in his family, where she would be treated as
their child, and surrounded by all the loxuries that wealth
could procure. Yes, we will let her go, but this power, which
you imsagine is from Satan, is not, but is something inher-
ent in her constitution, and W be used to the interest of
others, who already have more wealth than they know what
to do with., Yes, she will go, and this establishment will
be closed; I am already deeply involved, and unless some
change is made, I cannot remain more than a few months
longer. I kad hoped that by using this strange power, I
could have wrought some cures that would have so in-
ereased the reputation of the establishment as to have filled
it with patients, and thus have lifted the financial cloud
that threatens to reduce us to poverty; but you have de-
cided the question.”” So saying, the doctor abruptly quit-
ted the room. _ - ;

“T did not think our situation so bad as that,” pondered
the lady, as the door closed after him. “Poverty staring
us in the face, and all my hopes of wealth and luxury van-
ished like a dream! It cannot, it shall not be! But how

‘to prevent it—that is the question. Yes, Maggte is our

T
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only hope. Husband says this is nothing supernatural, but
something in her constitution; why should not we have the
benefit of it? But suppose she should prefer to go? I
wish T bhad known this before; I would have treated her
very differently. I don’t like her, but I will he friendly
with her now, because _ﬁpoh her rest my hopes for the fu-
ture. I cannot and will not live in poverty.”
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CHAPTER XIII.
THE DISMISSAL,

UroN Clara’s arvival at Dr. Bradwell's, she found Mys.
Bradwell much better than she had expected. The fever
with which she had been threatened had yielded to prompt
treatment. She wag delighted to gee Clara; said that she
- felt her presence would restore her to health.

“You know, dear,” said Mrs. Bradwell, “that I have so
few friends in the city. DMrs. Spaulding is away and Mrs.
Leomis iz no company for me. I disliked to recall you
from your pleasant retreat at the Cure, yet was sufficiently
selfish to do so.’

“«T do not consider anything that I can do for you a
sacrifice; true, [ was enjoying myself in the country, but
I could not have been happy there after hearing of your
illness, and your desive for my presence. Mrs. Bradwell,
I have been very selfish, but I believe my love for you
will destroy it and make me a new being.  But you spoke
of Mrs. Loomis; I conclude therefore, she iy still with you.
I1as she explained the strange appearance you were speak-
ing of, the last time T was here?”

“The doetor and myself questioned her closely, but
failed to receive any satisfaction. She persists in saying
© that she knows nothing of the canse of Daisy’s secing and
* talking as she has at times. When asked whether she
knew that Daisy had called herself Lillie, she shook as in
a chill, her teeth chattered, and in a voice secarcely audible
she replied, * ¥vz.”  ‘Why does it affect you s0?” asked my
hushand; ‘were you aware that Daisy was onee called Lil-
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' lie? Mrs.-Loomis drew herself up, and in tones made hard

and cold by the effort to control herself, answered, I did
not know that Daisy was cver called Lillie.” “And you .
solemnly declare that you know nothing about and have
Liad nothing to do with this supernatural power that con-
trols Daisy? ‘T golemnly declare that I awm as ighorang,

"of the cause as you are, and have no more to do in pro-

Quding it than you have.” | ¢I helieve you,’ said the doctor;
‘and now another question; will you explain how it was
that we all saw you in the arbor, and at the game time,
perceived you standing in the bright moonlight upon the
porch? At this guestion she reeled as though she had
received a blow; putting out her hand she grasped a chair
for support, then in slow and measured tones replieds  Dr.
Bradwell, T am here to take charge of Daisy, not to be
called up and catechised in regard to my past lifo, or any

.seeming mysteries that may surround me, Should T an-

swer your question, it would lead to others which world
recall scenes of the past that I dave not look wpon; theve-
fore interrogate me no further. 1 could not be compelled

‘to answer you, and if I were, yourself and wife would suffer

with me. Dr. Bradwell,” she continued, ‘you think you
have had sorrow, but your life has been like the glory of
clysium, compared to the tartarean pit into which you would
he plunged were L to answer your questions. T will per-
form my duty to the child, but my lfc is a sealed look
whose pages you cannever hope to sean.”  Saying this she
left the room, leaving the doctor and mysell in greater
perplexity than ever. He would have dismissed hor at
once, but I plead for her; and for Daisy’s sake he con-
sented to have her remain. But he declaves if he sees any-
thing more of what he eails her witcheraft, she shall go.”

“I think he is right,” replied Clara, “I beficve her in~__
" fluence will be injurious to Daisy.”
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-“Daisy is very fond of her,” replied Mrs. Bradwell.

“Yeg; it is a spell that this woman has thrown over
her; T have read of persons who had that power. She
wants to retdin her position bere, and in order to do so,
she has bowitched Dalsy ‘

“It may be so,” said Mrs. Bradwell. I shall watch
more closely in the future.” .

One dark, rainy afternoon, ahout a week after Clara’s
return to the eity, Dr. Bradwell, his wife, and their fair
guest were seated in the pleasant parlor, enjoying one of
those rare social treats that can be fully appreciated only
by the cultured and refined. Daisy was busily engaged
with her playthings, the supernatural manifestations of the
past seemed {o have been forgotten by her. She sat in
her little chair, rocking to and fro, singing liftle snatches
of song, the very picture of childish happiness and health-
fulness. Two hours had this group been thus pleasantly
engaged, when Mre. Bradwell was called away to attend to
some domestic duties. After her departure, a silence fol-
lowed, broken only at intervals by the murmur of Daisy’s
song. At last the doetor spoke: o

“Miss Gordon, I am well pleased with your friend For
est: be appears to be a man of more than ordinary ability.”

“Yes,” replied Clara, without raising her eyes from her
work. :

“He is said to be a man of wealth and position,” contin-
ned the doctor.

“Yes,” wus again the lacomc reply

“I met a friend of his this morning, who told me that
Forest had become deeply attached to a friend of mine,
and that it was probable he would resign his life of single
blessedness and constitute her queen of his heart and
home.”

“I had not heard of that,” replied Clara.-
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“Nevertheless, I do not think you can be ignovant of
the fact,” be responded. ¢“Miss Gordon, it does not re-
quire great penetration to se¢ that Forest loves you.”

“Then he had better find a wore worthy object,” replied
Clara: “but I have no reason to believe that I am a favor-
ite of his.”

“Why, Miss Gordon!” exclaimed the doctor, smiling at

her embarrassment, but far from guessing the true cause,
T should not have alluded to this subject, had 1 thought it
would have offended you.”
Tk “T am not offended,” replied Clara, “I am hurt to think
" that you could believe for one moment, that I entertain
i anything more than feelings of respect. for Mr. Forest,
or—"" (here she raised her beautiful eyes, filled with the
light of love, fixing them upon hiz face) “any one else,
I have never known what it was to be truly loved and love
a.g&ln

Her voice was tremulous with emotion, her cheeks crim-
soned with the intensity of her feelings, her breath came
short and quick through her parted lips, her white hands
i were oxtended ag if imploring help.  Dr. Bradwell thought
her never so beautiful as at that moment, and quick as a
flash of lightning, the truth was revealed. Astonished and
bewildered, for a moment bhe was deprived of the power of
speech or motion. At this moment little Daisy stepped
forward, with the light of transfiguration on her face, and
placing her hand upon her father’s shoulder, she said:

“Papa, there is Daisy’s mamma! she is standing behind
“a silver veil: the beauntiful mamma, that lives away beyond
the purple mountains, She wants me to tell you not to
take the rose, there is a serpent in its leaves that will kill
‘ you. See, papa! Clara’s white dress has changed to rags
L and tatters! don’t touch it, papa!’ Then suddenly throw-
LB 5 .
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ing her arms avound his ncck she said: “Lillie’s mamma
was innocent.”

“My God!” exclaimed the doctor, turmng pale as death.
- At this moment Mrs. Bradwell entered the room, and
Daisy approached her saying: '

“The lady with the silver veil, Daisy’s mother, loves
-you; she will strike down the arm that will be raised to
take your fife.””  After the utterance of these words, Daisy
again appeared in her normal condition. She extended her
arms and commenced weeping hitterly, saying: “Take me
with you, mamma, or let little Lillie stay with Daisy.”

" Tt was sometime before Mrs. Bradwell could compose
the ehild. When at last the vision had entirely vanished,
she said: “Take me to Mrs. Loomis.” Mrs. Bradwell
took her in her arms and carried her from the room. Dr.
Bradwell seemed to have lost all control of himself; he

walked the room with rapid strides, constantly talking in
& wild and excited manner. Clard, though trembling with
fear, arose, and placing her hand upoen his shoulder said:

“Doctor, be calm.” '

“Did you hear what she said? Did you understand?
Lillie’s mother was innocent! (od forgive me! I was a
wretch, a very demon to take the course I did. Is there
no way to repay her for the wrong I have done?- I would
suffer anything, willingly be confined in the lowest den
forever, if T could but compensate her for the wrong I have
inflicted upon her. T frighten you, Miss Gordon; go,
leave me alone; my brain reals, I am almost mad.”

“You are excited; it is no wonder that you arc: how-
ever, I think T can satisfy. you that there is no necessity
for this alarm jn relation to the past. Daisy may have
said some things that are true; she has certainly said some

- things that are false, T am deeply interested in your
child, and have come to the conclusion that these spells
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are caused by the presence of an evil, designing spirit;
that this spirit is in some mysterions way connected with
and under the control of Mrs. Loomis, for it has attempted
to speak to me several times when 1 have been near her.
She has admitted to your wife that a cnrse is resting upon
her; you have both seen her in two places at the samo
time; that is enough to prove her to he in league with
Satan or some evil power, There is no doubt in my mind'

_that she is the cause of the disturbances in your family:

what her object can be I know not.  Send her away, and
the cloud that now shadows your house will be removed.
If she remains, I fear something térvible will happen.”

“8he shall go!” exclaimed the doctor, firmly, “she shall
go this very day!”

“T am glad,” replied Clara, “for your sake. She causes
you to suffer, and your suffering affects me almost as much
as if you were— my—brother.” ‘

With these words, Clara sbruptly left the room.

“I have made a fool of myself!” she muttered, as she
entered her own apartment. “He has read my heart
and knows that I love him, and I am no more to hiin than

_the stranger he mects upon the strect. He is perfectly

indifferent to me; and yet, he shall love me! he shall!l he
shalll Ile is very kind and attentive to his wife, but I do
not believe she has & much larger share in his affeotions
than T have. How strangely he acted when Daisy men-
tioned his first wife! what a tide of emotions swept over
his face. It was easy to see he loved Aer; yes, I may put
it in the present tense, he loves her now, if she /¢ dead,
but had it not been for Mrs. Loomis, throwing this spell
over Daisy, the memory of his first wife might have slept
forever. I can do nothing while that woman is in the
house. ITam glad he has decided that she shall not re
main.’”
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At this moment Mrs. Bradwell entered the room and
asked Clara to accompany her to the parlor, saying the
doctor had left the house, leaving orders for her to dismisy
Mzrs. Loomis but she had not the courage to face her alone.
Clara readily conqented and Daisy was sent to summon
her governess. _

: “Now, dear,” said Mrs. Bradwell, addressing Daisy,
“you may go out and gather some flowers.” .

“The flowers tell sad stories to day; I do not want
them,” said Daisy, drawing closer to Mrs. Loomis,

“But mamma wants ﬂowers, you will get them for her,
will you not?”’ said Mrs. Bradwell,

Daisy looked upon Mrs. Loomis with a sad, imploring
expression, then silently left the room.  Gently and kindly
Mrs. Bradwell performed the unpleasant duty with which
she was commissioned, saying that Dr. Bradwell thonght it
better for Daisy to be under the influence of a younger
and more cheerful person. They were both well pleased
with the care and attention she had given the child, but
a change seemed necessary. '

It was terrible to witness the strugele going on in the
heart of Mrs. Loomis. She, usually calm and self-pos-
sessed, now became weak s o little child, her form quiv-
ered with emotion.

+ “I-am sorry you feel so badly, and trust you will find a
home in some other family,” said Clara Gorden,

At the sound of that voiee, Mrs. Loomis raised her head,
dashed away her tears and gazed upon Clara steadfastly
without speaking. Then turning to Mrs. Bradwell she szud

] will go to day.” ,

At this moment little Daisy entered the room, her hands
filled with flowers, all glistening with crystal drops from
the late shower.

“See, the flowers are sad; they are weeping,” said the
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child. Then looking up and catching a glimpse of the
tear stained facs of Mrs. Loomis, she throw the flowers
upon the floor, took one step towards her governess, then
her large hazel eyes became fixed.

“8ee," she said, “what a beautiful rainbow! Tt is
around your head, Mrs. Loomis; it has broken into three
pieces, now it is gone; in its place is a crown, oh! such
a heavy crown of thorns! it presses you down; your
forehead is bleeding. Sec! it is changing again; there is
the rainbow; not so bright as before; one part is missing.
Oh! 1 sec it now; it overhangs the other; now it is all
gone and a black cloud comes over you. It will kill you!
it will kill you! T see a chain around your neck. She is
trying to choke you to death!” (Pointing to Clara.)
“#Ah! the sun is rising, the cloud is dispelled, the chain

breaks in twain. 'She falls into the pit her own hands

have dug, you rise into the light, the beautiful rainbow
comes back and encireles your head.”

Daisy paused; achange again came over her face, her

. features lost their rigid expression, her eyes peamed with

tenderness, as she sprung forward and whispered a word '

in"the ear of Mrs, Loomis, unheard by any other in the
0N,
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CHAPTER XIV.

THE JEWELED DAGGER.

‘

Ox & warm afternoon in the pleasant month of Septem-

.ber, Harry Young might have been seen riding up the

broad avehue leadihg to Forest's sceluded home. As he
neared the houso, he saw Forest reclining under the shade
of ene of the majestic {rees with which his retired residenec
was swrrounded. Books and papers were scattered around
him, of which he had cvidently at the time grown weary
of reading, 'and partially reclining against the trunk of the
tree, he had fallen aslecp.

“Well,” said Harry, musing, ““if that is not a picture
of gontentment, ¥ would like to know whero one ean be
found. I do not see why one should have all sunshine and
another all shadows. Forest is a good fellow, but he does
not know how to enjoy the wealth that is his. If it were

mine, I would show the world how to be happy; you would
not find me cooped up here alone.”

“And where would you live, Friend Harry? P exclaimed
the pleasant voice of Forest.

“Ab! Forest, you heard that remark, did you? Well,
T'll tell you what I would do; I would have that old house
brightened up, have it thrown open and filled with gay
company. Youth and beauty, the song and dance, should
make the hours that now hang heavy on yowr hands, pass
with ﬂymg feet.”

“T am never lonely,” replied Forest, “and time never
drags on my hands.”

“Well, your mind is a kingdom, and I suppose you live
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in it, but that kind of life would not do for me. DBut I
eame out heve this afternoon to vest; T am tired, very tived.
and you have here such an air of repose, that coming intn
it seems like getting into another world."”

. “T am glad, mswared Torest, “if you appreciate my
httle world.”

“T do agsuredly: there is somethmg ahout you, Forest
that attracts and holds me. I wonder if it is possible that
we have met in'some other stage of being. We ave very
different; you so calm, thoughtful, and dignified; I so gay
and thoughtless. To tell you the truth, I do not believe
that T ever had but one really serions thought in my life.”

“What was that?” asked Forest. '

“You will not be offended if I tell you?”

“(ertainly not.”

“Well then it was in regard to your dead secret. Thave
an unconguerable desire to know something of your past,
life.” Come, Forest, give me your history this afternoon.
then you shall have mine.”

“Harry, you know not what you ask! plmse dismiss
this subjeet, and 1f you .are my friend, T ask you never to
refer to it again.”

Of course Harry could say no more, and & minute thel
at hig friend’s invitation, he was strolling over the grounds.
enjoying their beauty, and examining the last improve-
ments.  When they returned to the house the sun had
disappeared beyond the distant hills, and the gray twilight
was creeping over the earth. As they entered the supper
room, Harry said: ‘

“Well, Fovest, there is one thing you cannot conceal
from your friends, and that is your devotion to Clara Gor-
don. You are watched by jealous eyes, I can assure you,
for Clara is a prize that younger men do not care to see
you win so easily, and already they aré spoculating as to

i
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Low long it will be before you remove that star of beauty
from the city to brighten your home. Ah! what a (:h'ange
there will be-in your bachelor habits.”

“Harry, Miss Gordon is a lady for whom I have respect,
‘but she will never be my wife: there let the matter drop.”

“Torest!” said Harry, while a frown rested upon his
brow, “do you think you are acting honorably? It is well
known that you have been paying marked attention to Miss
Gordon, and that she bas received you with more kindness
than she has bestowed upon any other. I do not see how
you can withdraw with credit to yourself.” :

“We are friends and nothing more,” replied Forest. “A
word of love has never passed my lips to her and never
shall.”

“Well, you are the strangest mortal I ever saw; I begin
to think you are as chungemble a8 Tam, I thonght Clar(
the most beautiful and bewitching woman in the world,
until I saw and heard the young prima-donna, who made
her first appearance-in the city last night. She is magni-
ficent! such large black eycs, such shining hair! it looks
like blue-black satin. Did you ever see such hair, Forest ?”’

“Don’t know that I did,” he replied, with a quiet smile.

While they thus chatted in a welllighted room, dark
clouds arose and obscured the brightness of the sky, and
soon a terrible storm burst upon them in all its fury. ‘

“Too bad!” exclaimed Harry, “I had promised to re-
tyrn to the c1ty, and this will make it impossible for me to
do so.”

“A quiet evening will do you me harm,” said Forest, as
he Jed the way to the library, where they passed the next
two hours with music and conversation.

This was the first night that Harry had passed with his
friend, and as he ascended the winding staircase leading to

his room, he said: “If I were superstitious, I should ima-
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gine this house was haunted. T hope I shall not sece a
ghost to-night, for I should be sure to take hold of it and
not let go till I had learned something of the mysterics of
that other world, if such there be,”

“You will not be so fortunate as to obtain that informa-
tion here,” replied Forest; “the ghosts that reside here all
inhabit material forms.”

“That’s the way with all ghosts,” laughed Harry, as he
entered his room. Left alone he locked around, mentally
commenting, “Pleasant room, large and airy, one door
opening into the hall, another upon the veranda; and here
is & large tree, its branches swaying ugainst the house,
making rather a dismal noise. Wondor why Forest docs
not have it removed? This noise will keep me awake half
the night.”” He opened the door, and looking out exelained:
“Oh! how dark it is; the evil one himself wonld not ven-
ture out such a night as this.”

Saying this, he closed the door, extinguished the light,
and tried to compose himself to sleep, but the rustling of
the branches and a restlessness he could not account for,

. kept hira awake hour after hour. At last he fcll into a

light slumber to be awakened by a sound like the opening
of a door. He listened; all was silent. “'Tis but the
swaying of the branches,” Le thought, and again tried to
sleep. He had nearly succecded, when the sound of feet
walking over the earpet again aroused him. o listened
Intently; the sound scemed approaching his bed. At this

' moment a peal of thunder shook the houge and a vivid flash

of lightning revealed to his gage the form of a tall woman
standing in the center of hid" room. She wore a crimson
dress, her arms bare to her shoulders, her face intensely
pale, and avound her shoulders hung long waving hair of
midnight blackness; around her head a narrow band of
crimson velvet, fastened by a gleaming star. 1In the sash

i
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confining her flowing garmenis at the waist, glittered a
dagger with jeweled hilt. Her great wild eyes were fixed
upon Harry, but his face was concealed from view by the
shadow of the curtain, He was paralyzed with terror; he
could not mové -or speak. - The next flash of lightning
revealed the figure standing by his bedside, the dagger
grasped in her nght hand, and a smile of triumph on her
faice.

“I mugt look at him first,” she said it a low musical
voice; “I have not seen him for five yoars,” She placed
her icy hand upon his brow, and bent down until he counidd
feel her breath upon his eheek. “Give me wmore light,
King Satan!” she said, “the QuEsN oF DEaTH wants to
see how lier vietim looks before she sends him where she
has sent so many others. Ah! thank you, Satan! that
was a bright flash. How he has changed! he has been
growing young, handsome! it scems almost a.pity to send
him over, but death ig no respecter of persons. Yes, he
must go!  Al! it iz gloricus to be the Quuny or Deatu!
thousands fear me as they do King Satin. DBut I must
not tarry heve. I wonder if his soul will go back to the
great mountains where we lived years and years gone by.
Tt must have been a hundred and fifty.”

While she was muttering to herself, Harry summoned all
his energy, sprung from the bed, and fled from the room.
Not knowing where to find Forest, he fled directly to the
library, where he found a light burning. Throwing a cloak
around him, and taking a light in his hand, he said:

“1 will not be frightened in this way; I did not know
that Forest was fond of practical jokes, but he shall not
discover that he has frightened me; I will go back to the
room and see if the ghost will not vanish before the light
of this clear, steady lamp .

He found the door open as he had left it, but the Toom
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empty. The door leading upon the veranda was also open,
and the wind threatened to extinguish his light. Stepping
forward to close the door, he saw a sparkling objeet wpon
the carpet; upon picking it up he found it to be the dag-
ger he had seen in the hand of the woman,

“This proves that it is not imagination,” he said. It
is as I suspected; Forest has tried to frighten me. It
might have proved more serious than he intended.” He
carefully examined the highly polished steel. I will keep
this in my possession and say nothing to Forest about what

. has transpired. When he finds that I am not going to re-

turn the dagger he will speak of it. It seems strange that
he should have taken such a comrse; I thought lum sape-
rior to conduct of this kind.”

Thus Harry reasoned, but Le was deathly pale, notwith-
standing his effort to reassure himsclf. He could not look
towards the bed without a shudder, and throwing himself
into an easy chair, remained till morning. When at duy-
break he looked into his mirror, he noticed that he looked
as though twenty years had been added to his life since the
day -before. The light-hearted, gay Harry Young was
changed to a thoughtful, serious man. Great was Forest's
astomshment when his friend entered the breakfast room
the next morning. To all his questions Harry answered:

“If you do not know the cause, I cannot reveal it now ;"

‘and with this answer Forest was obliged to be content.
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CHAPTER XV,
MRS. BRADWELL'S 8TORY.

“How plessant it is here!” said Clara Gordon, as she
glanced around the rvoom in which she was uttlng “i
wish Mre. Spanlding had made it convenient to sojourn at
the Cure a little longer. Two weeks since her return, and
to-morrow I must go back and remain with her thmuah
the winter.. I have stayed here as long as I can find any
excuse for doing s0. I have accomplished very little com-
pared with what I had hoped. The doctor’s studied polite-

~ness is terrible for my proud spirit to bear, yet sometimes

I fancy 1 see a look of tenderness in his eyes. Can it be

- that a sense of honor seals his lips, or does he still imagine

that I am interested in Forest? I.cannot endure this sus-
pense much longer; T will know my fate. I thought when
Mrs. Loomis and her dark spirits were out of the way, all
wonld be well; but I find the doctor morve reserved in his
manner, more constrained than when she wag herc. T must
try some other way to accomplish my purpose. If T could
destroy Mrs. Bradwell’s confidence in her husband, all Would
be well. T will doit!”

At this moment the door opened and Mrs. Bradwell en-
tered the room.

“Why, Mprs. Bradwell, you look as though you had seen
one of the ghosts that used to frequent this house,” said
Clara.

“My husband has been telhng me somcthmo- tha,t has
frozen the blood in my veins.’

«What is 167" asked Olam, “I hope nothing has hap-
pened to him or Daisy.” :
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«No, nothing of that kind, but there have been two ter-

rible murders committed.”

“When? where?"’ guestioned Clara.

“Last nlﬂ'ht, during that terrible storm, not far from the
city, near the residence of Forest. The victims were a
widow lady, who has 1‘eside(1 there but a short time, and a
young lad ten yeals of age. '

“Horrible!” said Clara,. “Have they detected the mur-
derer?”

“As yet, no trace of the murderer has bcen discovered.
One of the windows of the housc where the decd was com-
mitted was fouud open, and the impress of a woman’s foot
was discovered on the ground beneath.  This is all, except-
ing that the vietims came to their death by a blow from
gome sharp instrument, both having beén stabbed to the

- heart.”’ ‘
“Terrible!” eJ&Oulated Clara. “Can it be possible that
"a woman could have committed such a revolting deed, and
what could have been her object? She may have bccn an
enemy to the lady, but why take the life of an innocent
child?”’

“Your guestions no one can answer. Officers are
searching for the criminal, and whoever it may be, will
doubtless be brought to justice.” ‘ ‘

“Let us tallk no more of this,” said Clara, ““it makes me
nervous. Ag a pleasanter theme of eonversation I suggest
that you tell me something of your early life, and how you
came to be Mrs. Bradwell,”

“Clara, you are very thoughtful; you see how nervous
and excited I have beeome, and in your anxiety for me,
suggest the theme you think most pleasing and tranquil-

 iging.’
#You do me too much credxt Mis. Bra,dwell for T as.
sure you I was thinking as much of myself as you. You




4
&
2
1
i

f

‘ i

) . THE GOLDER XEY.

are so much younger'than the doctor, and your organjza-
tion g6 different, that I have often wondered why you mar-
ried him.” . ! 4

“You shall know replied Mrs. Bradwell. “thn I

" was seventcen, Dr. Bradwell came to visit my -brother,

whose acquaintence he had made while traveling abroad.

The doctor had Just lost 2 young and beautiful wife, and .

he seemed overshadowed by a clond of nnponetra,ble gad-
ness. My whole heart went out to him in sympathy. He
was with us several imonths.  During that timeé my sympa-
thy had changed to a fervent love. He petted and ca-
reszed me as he would a child or young sister, little dream-
ing that I was learning to love him as I had never loved
any being on earth. The time came for his departure; he

had not breathed a word of affection to me, but I secretly

cherished the hope that he would declare it before he took
leave of me. The evening before he left he falked to me
kindly and gently, but when he bade me good night and
good bye, as he was to leave early and did not expect to
soe me again, my heart sunk within me. T had so longed
to hear him say that 1 was as dear to him as he had be-

“ieome to me. But calmly he bade me farewell, and I

sought my room and wept bitter téars of disappointment.
Then for the first time the thought came to me that I had
given my love unasked, and.I was angry with myself and
hirn and vowed to hate him from that time forward. With
these thoughts I sobbed myself to sleep, but before the
gray eyes of morning looked over the distant hills, T awoke
fechng that there was a great load on my heart; that I

had been unjust; that he was good, noble, and loved me,
but that for some reason his lips were gealed. With these.

thoughts came the determination to see him once more, '

Quickly descending the stairs, I entered the little sitting
room, where he was awaiting the stage. He was sur-
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prized at my unexpected appearance, and I was 5o much
embarrassed that I could searcely speak. Before I had
been in the room five minutes the sound of carriage. wheels
was heard upon’the ‘graveled walk. He arose and ex-
tended his hand to bitt me a last farewell. I forgot my
pride, forgot everything but that I loved him, and he was
going away! Throwing my arms around his neck, I plead
with him to stay, telling him that T loved him; that T
could not, would not live without him. . While T was mak-
ing this confession, he meantime silent with amazement,
my father entered the room. An explanation followed.
The result was that the stage lost a passenger that morn-
ing, and I won a husband.” :

“ And did you never doubt his love for you?” said Clara.

“Never for ‘one moment.”

“Well T should always have been afraid that he married
me from sympathy, or worse still, from pity.”

“I never had such a thought,” answered Mrs. Bradwell.

“Oh! you are so good, innocent, and inexpericnced,”
said Clara. “I know more of human nature, and eguld
not trust as you do. Not that I would have you think
“that these remarks apply to your husband’s case, but I
should always be distrustful of the affection of the man
. who.married me under such circumstances.”

“I have tested Lis affection and found 1§ true,” said Mus.
Bradwell, rising and going to the wirdow. “Al! here he
comes now; but who can that be with him?”

Clara avose andygoing to her side, said:

“Mrs, Bradwel, that is Mrs, Loomis coming back!”

“8o it id,” responded Mrs. Bradwell, as she left the room
and hastened below to meet ber husband and guest.

“ What on earth brings- that insane creature here?” said
Clara, to herself. “I hate that woman; she secins to stand
in my way. The horrid looking creature, with her specta-

-
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cles, black dress, and infernal spirits! I believe shé has
woven her spell around the doetor, else he never would
have permitted her return. Daisy has asserted again and
again that Mrs Loomis would come back, and her predic-
tions have proved correct.”

“Clara! Clara! come down stairs,” called the voice of
Mrs. Bradwell.

“Y would as soon meet the evil one,” said Clara, ns with
slow and stately tread she descended the stairs. She found
the doctor and his wife in’ the sitting room, awaiting her.

“(Clara,” said Mrs, Bradwell, “did you see any one
coming up the street with the doctor?”

“Why to be sure! why do you asgk?”

“Saw who?” said Dr. Bradwell, while great drops of per-
spiration stood upon bis forelread.

“Why, Mrs.. Loomis,” said Clara. “We both saw you
as you came up the street and turned the corner to come
to the house.”

The doctor’s eyes had at this moment that wild and
startled expression that Daisy’s always exhibited when un-
der supernatuml influence. Slowly raising his hands, he
said:

“I solemnly declare that I have not seen Mrs. Loomis
since the day she left this honse.”

“That woman is the evil one in dlsgmse, said Clara,
trembling with fear.

kl
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THE YOUNG PRIMA-DONKA,

CHAPTER XVI.
THE YOUNG PRIMA-DONNA.

1 UNDERSTAND that you have a young lady with you
who has performed some remarkable cures,” said a large,
coarse-lodking man, as he entered the Cure and seated him-
self in Dr. Bigelow’s private room. ‘

“Yes, we have been very suecessful in removing disease;
we think we have now the means of re stormo- to health all

- avho can be restored.”

“Well, I have brought you a p'mentg., one who must
regain her health. She shall not die. 1 took charge of
her when she wag a homeless, friendless orphan, and have

‘spared no expense on her education. She is now one of

the most popular singers in the land. Her voice promises

“to rival those who have for years received the homage of

the public. This is her second scason, and now my expeet-
ations of reaping a golden harvest through her talent, seem
about to be blighted, Her strength is rapidly failing, and
this morning she gave me notice that she would not be
able to appear upon the stage to-night. But she must
sing.* , She will soon arrive and you must give her some-
thing "o renew hér strength. T have brought her to you;
restore her to health and you shall be liberally rewarded.”

Dr. Bigelow was prevented from replying by the an-
nouncement that a carriage stood before the door.

“Tt is your patient,” said the man. “Iwill conduct her
to you.” ‘

“Not here,” said the doctor.

Then addressing the servant, he directed that the patlent

6
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should be ta,Len to a small room on the right of the hall,
and that Maggie Wild should be sent to him.

“ Another patient to be examined,” he said to Macgle

“Yes sir; shall it be heve, or shall T go to her?”

“Yon wﬂl accompany me to her,”

Arrived at the door of the room into which the young
prima-donna had been conducted, Maggie stopped, saying:

“I cannot enter; my servieces will be of no avail; she is
doomed to die.”

Before the doctor could reply, a ehange eame over her
face, her eyes closed, and stepping quickly forward, she
entered the room, advanced to the side of the young and
beautiful lady who was sitting by the open window. Put-
ting her arms around her and covering her face with klsscs,
she said:

“My child, my poor little Lottie! you have been alone
all these years. I left you in the dark, cold’ garrvet.. 1
prayed God to care for you, and desired to return to you,

but alas! could not come near enough to shield you from.

the trials through which you have been compelled to pass.
O Lottie! you cannot know how earnestly I have tried to
rescue you from the influence of that man, who has been
crushing out’ your young life in order to coin your warm
blood into gold to fill his coffers. My child, God in his
mercy has heard my prayer; your trials. on earth are
almost over; angels have opened the pearly gates, and
stand ready to conduct your freed spirit to the celestial
city. Lottie, tell Clarence this, and that you will return
and linger near him. Have courage, my child, be not
afraid; you will fall asleep to wake surrcunded by friends.”

During all this time, the young stranger remained speech-
less and motionless. When the communication ended, she
commenced coughing and pressing her handkerchief to her
lips: it was goon dyed with the life current. Dr. Bigelow
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administered palliatives which eased the cough and stopped
the flow of blood, then seeking the man who had brought
the patient, he said: | .

“The lady will not be able to return to-day v

“Why not? I have told you she must sing to-night.”

“If she does it will be at the peril of her life,” 'mswcred
the doctor; ““her case is hopeless: the best you can do is
“to let her remain quiet until she gains strength sufficient
to be removed to her home.”

“Nonsense " said the man, “it is only-a cold; her eyes
are as bright and her cheeks and lips as crimeon as they
ever were. I understand your game; itis to make her
believe she is dangerously il T have seen too much of
the world to be deceived. She shall return to the city at
once, and appear on the stage to-night.” :

Dr. Bigelow saw that to reason with the man was use-
less; he was determined to have his own way. Returning
to the parlor, he found Maggie sitting by the side of Lot-
tie, describing a lady, who, she said, claimed to be the
poor young prima-donna’s mother, and who departed from
earth when she was a child, Before Maggie had ended,
. the coarse voice of the man called to Lottie to return with
him. The young girl obeyed without a murmur, though
her large eyes filled with tears as she extended her hand
to Magoie saying: :

“You have done me much good; I am going to die; can
I not see you again before I go?”

“T will call on you to- -morrow, 'said Maggie, taking her
address.

“Come, come, don’t be forever getting ready,” ca,Hed
the man.

After their departure, Maggie told Dr. Bigelow that 1t
was the firgt time she had ever seen go clearly and heard
the voice of an individualized spirit who claimed to have
once lived on earth. “I wish I knew more of that lady,”
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said Maggie. ¢ What a shame that she should be under
the control of such a brutal man.”

“Bhe will soon be free,” said the doctor. *Consump- -
tion has almost finished its work.”

When Lottie arrived at the hotcl, she found Clarence,
the young man vreferred to in the communication, with
whom she had been acquainted the last twelve months,
waiting to receive her. Clarence and Lottie were truly
attached to each other, and he had many times tried to
prevail upon her to become his wife and thus give him the
right to protect and care for her. She had always said:
“Wait, Clarence, until I am eighteen,” fecling in her heart.
that before that time she would be the bride of death. She
had earefully concealed her physical sufferings from him,
and he had believed the bright spot upon her cheek to be
an emblem of health, but to-day she resolved to obey the
command that had come to her from the 1nv181ble world,
and reveal to Clarence her true condition.

“We shall not be parted; my spirit will linger near you'
our bridal will be in heaven.”

Clarence could not and would not hbelieve the truth.
“You shall not. die,” he said; “God is not just to take
you from me now; I will not give you up.”

“The chain of love will not be broken,” she answered ;
“it will grow stronger and brighter year by yesm\ Clar-
ence, I have just had the br]ghtest thought that ever came
to.me. If my mothor could speak to me through the lips
of that strange lady, why may X not return and speak to
you in the same way? Then you will not think of me as
dead, Clarence; I will tell you of my journey from this

“world to the next, of my home, and the objects that ‘sur-
round me there, the friends I meet, and the life T live. .
Oh! will it not be beautiful! Clarence, my Clarence, we
shall not he separated. Nevermore will the. harsh eold
words of Rollin, pierce my soul with anguish, nevermore
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can he force me to meet the rude gaze of those from whom
my soul ghrinks.. Nevermore can| he succeed in separa-
ting us for weeks and months, for I am thine, and thou art
mine, and God-has opened the door and will permit my
gpirit to go and come at pleasure. There is no death; the
hills that look eternal, the stars that shine and tell the sto-
ry of ages, must pass away, but beyond the starry orbs
‘rise the evergreen mountaing of life. Our feet shall press
those tinted mosses, and ramble amid those bowers of
beauty; togother we shall sail upon the sun bright waters
of those crystal seas, forever and forever we shall bask
beneath the smiles of the Infinite.”

“QOh! you are an angel now!’ ejaculated Clarence.
“You seem transfigured; the light of heaven shines upon
your face. O Lottie, Lottie! stay with me! the world will

- be go cold, so cheerless, I cannot let you go. Your words
are beautiful, your picture of the other life as bright as
though sketched by angel hands; but alas for me! there
will only rémain the clay cold casket, eyes that will never
more hless me with their pure light of love, lips that will
never more return my fond caresses, hands that will clasp.
mine never more. For you, Lottie, the glory of clysium,
the company of seraphs; for me the cold, cheerless earth,
-and the society of my own sad heart.” \

At this moment Rollin entered the room and demanded
to know why Clarence was there, and why she wag not rest-
ing to gain strength for the evening,

Y fear I cannot sing to-night,” smd Lottie.

“You will sing; here, take this wine, then go and rest;
you are better, much better than yon have been for two
months, Go now, and do not come down stairs again until
evemng .

Lottie dared not dlsobey, and bowmg to Clarence, she
quietly left the room.
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CHAPTER XVII.
MAGGIE WILD'S STORY.

Brrorr Mrs. Spaulding left the Cure, she succeeded m
gaining the confidence of Maggie, and in convineing her
that she was her friend. '

“I have witnessed the manifestations that-are given in
your presénce, many times when you thought me sleeping.
I wag trying to ascertain the cause that produced the
sounds heard in your room. I have conversed with Dr,
Bigelow in reference to it, and he has concluded that it is
a peculiarity of your organization, an unknown power
which, when understood, may be of great valuc to the
world.” ’

¢“And do you not fear me?” asked Mavgle |

“No; on the contrary, I love and respeet you, my
child.”

“QOh! thank God that I have found one true friend.”

“Yes, dear Maggie, I willibe your friend through all
the future. And now T have a favor to ask; it is that
you will tell me of your first experience in these manifes-
tations, and why you bave been so unwilling to speak of -
them?” ‘

“T will tell you all T know; then you will not wonder
at my desire to conceal a knowledge of them from -others.
My father was a cold, stern, intellectual. man, & minister,
of the most conservative class. In our home his word was
law; there hig strong will was held over us like a rod of
iron. My mother was a frail, delicate, uncomplaining




MAGGIE WILD'S STORY. 81

woman; long years of submission to the overbearing dis-
position of my father had utterly erushed her spirit. My
parents had but two children. The eldest feared and
hated her father, and at the age of sixteen rebeled
against his authority and left her uncongenial home to -
seek the sympathy and love which her nature demanded,
in the warm, loving heart of ome whom he affected to de-
spise. After Fannie's departure, my father commanded
that her name should never be mentioned in our home,
We obeyed, but I could see how my mother’s heart was
yearning for her child. Fannie wrote scveral times, but
her letters were thrown into the grate unopened.

“T was kept at school until my thirteenth year. Onc
day while busy at the blackboard, I was startled by loud
raps upon the floor near my fect. The teacher supposed
I was making them, and bade me to keep my feet still. I
protested that I was innocent; she became very angry
and ordered me to my seat, The raps followed me and
commenced upon the desk. She then called me out upon
the ficor and demanded to know how T made those noises?
Of . course I could give no explanation; even while we
were talking they grew louder, and finally I was sent
home. Never shall I forget my feclings as I walked up
the little path leading to our home, I dreaded to meet

. my father’s anger; while thinking what I should say, he
_called to me, having seen me approaching. As I entered
his study, the most pleasant room in the house, which he
had appropriated to himself, he asked:
“¢What brings you home so early :
«¢¥ 1 —the teacher sent me home,” I stammered.
“¢What for? what have you been doing?’
“¢T—don’t know."
“Don't know?" he repeated in a voice of anger. “Yes
you do know. ‘What do you mean by telling me a false-

!
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hood? And with that word his heavy hand came down
upon my shoulder with a force that made me stagger,
“Look up and tell e the truth,” he continued.

“The pride of my young life had been my perfect
truthfulness, - and thrice that day had my veracity been
doubted. My blood boiled with mdlgnatlon, and with
something of my father’s spirit, I answered:

«<I never told a falsehood in _my life. 1 was sent from.

school to-day because theve were nmses around me, which
the teacher could not account for, and Whleh she deelared
were caused by me.’'

«¢Nonsense,’- said my father' ‘% woman ig not fit for a
teacher. Go-to your studies now and T will accompany..

you to your school in the morning.’

“He was.as good as his word, and the teacher not wish-
ing to offend her minister, made many apologies for hav-
ing sent me from school, but no sooner had my father
left, than rappings commenced with grcater force than the

day before. The teacher and pupils were frlghtened, and
when I went to my dinner I carried a note from.the teach-
er to my father, requesting his presence in the school that
afternoon. He went, and the teacher related to him the
annoyances of the morning, and ended by saying that it
was impossible for her to attend to her duties while I Was
in the room. My father's brow grew dark, but he had
too much policy to yield to his anger in the presence of
the school, and turning to the teacher he said:

<1 cannot doubt the truthfulness of your statement, but
I know that Maggie is not the cause ¢f the disturbance.

- However, a child of mine shall not remain where a suspicion
cail be cast upon her. Come, Maggie,’

« And taking 1oy hand; he led me from the school. Out- .

“wardly he was calm, but T knew he was very angry. Upon
our return, ke told my mother to prepare me to leave home,
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as he should send me to the boarding school in B——, somo
fifty miles from our residence. I went, but only o return
the next week, the noises following me night and day.
After this 1 remained at home, pursuing my studics under
the direction of my father. Thus the months and years
glided on uniil I was seventeen, and all this fime not a
smgle rap or manifestation of any kind had oceurred in my
father’s house. I was of an independent, skeptical turn
of mind, and my father did not find it so easy to bend me
to his will as he had my gentle, loving mother. Twas much
alone; I read and thought much, though I very rarcly
dared to express my thoughts upon the subject of religion;
they were so new, strange, and startling, and so much in
opposition to the views of my father. . I saw his injustice

‘so clearly that at Jast I could remain silent no longm' the -

fires that had been.pent up in my soul so long, leaped forth;
“and in Dbitter, burning words T aceused him of profesmnw o

' religion which for him consisted in mere outward signs. [
told him he had been unjust to his wife dnd children, made
his home cloomy and wretched, driven one child from the
protection of home, embittered tho life of my mother and
made her a very slave, that he had tried to compel me to
acknowledge a belief in theories, which in his own soul he
knew to be false. It was the first time in my life that T
had dared to fully express myself, "For this I was driven
from the house and commanded never to cross-its threshold
aga,in' sent away without being permitted to take my cloth-
ing or even to receive the parting benedlctlon of a mother’s
love.

-

“(od only knows how I suffered, but I was young and .

strong and determined to make my way in the world. In
an adjoining town, I.procured work as a seamstress; -there
I intended to remain until T conld find more lucratwe
employment; but alas for my hopcs I had no;t been in

w
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.the house two days before the raps again commenced, the
family became frightened, and 1 was. dismissed as one in
league with some evil power. I found another situation,
but with the same result. At last, after wandering for two
months, I made the aequaintance of a widow lady, and told
her the history of my life. Like yourself, Mrs. Spaulding,
she became my friend, said she owned a small, neat home,
which should also be mine as long as I would accept of: it.
Worn and weary, 1 gladly availed myself of her kind offer,
resolving to support myself by taking in plain sewng. -
Strange to say, the mysterious noises ceased. Six months
I worked cheerfully, having all that T'eould do. After that
time my tormentors returned, but in a less boisterous man-
ner than formerly. When my friend and I were alone they
would rap, take my work out of my hand, break my thread,
but never would they interfere in the presence of strangers
ot during my hours of study. At the end of a year the
manifestations weile more amazing: When strangers would
rap upon the door, it would be responded to by another on
the inside, and frequently upon opening the door I had the
wortification of seeing it closed in the face of a visitor. In
a word, these manifestations so increased that my customers
began to shun thé house and look upon me with suspicion.

. I wag in despair. Wlhat should I do? One day, while in
this state of mind, a stranger entered, saying she had
brought some work. I tried to rise to offer her a chair,
but to my astonishment I could not move. Something
white passed before my eyes, and then the form of the
visitor became transparent to my view. I could see every

bone, muscle, and sinew of her body, and more than this, I
could see the emanations thrown off from the solids and
fluids composing the body. These emanations were buill-
iant as the colors of the rainbow, but they differed, the
emanations of the fluids being finer and brighter than thoso
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of the solids. This lady was suffering from disease of the
heart, and I noticed that the emanations from that organ
were discolored. The heauty. of this vision cannot be
‘deseribed. I "pereeived that even a drop of blood, when
separated from the body, threw off those fine peculiar ema-
nations, and from that time to this I have been able to,
detect the presence of.this life current by the emanations
rising from it.”’*

“Why,” said Mrs. Spaunlding, “I should think this
knowledge would be of great advantage to the world of
science. Traly the blood of a murdered man will cry aloud,
and, if your statement be correct, there can be no longer
a doubt 1n determmmg what i¢ human from mere animal
blood.” -

“T had never thought of it in that light,” said Maggie.
“But to return: from the time when my sight was thus
opened, I became intensely desirous of obtaining a medi-
“cal education, to fit myself for a broader field of useful-
ness. I procured a few books and studied at night. My
customers continued to leave me; those who had claimed
to be friends withdrew, and only the good Mrs. Benneit
remained true to me. I studied and worked until my

*A very interesting deseription is given of the recent diseov-
eries, made‘throurrh a friend of Mr. Ruskin, which he thus
narrates : N. M. D,

“ Yestorday afternoon I called on My, H C. Sorby to see some
of the results of an inquiry be followed all last year, into the
nature of the eoloring mattor of leaves and flowers, My friend
showed me the.rainbow of the rose and the rainbow of the violet
and the rainbow of the hyacinth.” And last he showed me the
rainbow of blood. Tt was but the three hundredth part of a
grain, dissolved in a drop of water ; and it cast its measured bars,
forever recognizable now to human sight, on the chord of the
seven colors. And no drop of that red rain can now be shed,
80 small as that the stain of it catinot be known, and the voice of
it heard out of the gwund »

'
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friend was taken sick. Her sufferings were not of long
duration. Calmly she died, after having requested me to
write to her son, whom she had not seen for many years.
He returned in time to deposit her body in its last resting
place; then he disposed of her home, and I wax adrift up-
on the sea of life. Oh! how I now longed for my moth-
er's presence; it seemed that I conld hear her heart call-
ing, and see her arms extended to receive me, but T could
not return.  Another year passeéd in going from place to
place, working when work could be obtained and devoting
every leisure moment to study. One day, while looking

© over a paper, hoping to find something to which I could.

resort for a livelihood, I saw Dr. Bigelow’s advertisement,
and at once applied for a position in his establishment.
You can judge of my delight when I received a favorable
reply. I determined to withdraw myself from -every ap-

© proach of friendship, and take every precaution to conceal

these mysterious manifestations which have proved the

- carse of my life.”

“Bay rather the blessing,” said Mrs, Spaulding, “for
through them you have been guided into a broader field
of usefulness than you could have found alone.”

“Yon know what my life has been since I came here,”
continued Maggie, “and now that I have confided in you,
I feel that a great load has been removed from my heart.”

“You have concluded to remain here and complete your
studies?”’ questioned Mrs. Spaulding.

“Yes, now that this matter is understood, I have no
desire to go, but shall pursue my studies with zeal and

energy.”’




DAISY'S MISSION

CHAPTER XVIII.
DAISY'S MISSION.

(Cr.aRA GoRDON bad said farewell to Mrs. Bradwell, and,
- accompanied by the doctor, had started for the residence
of Mys. Spaulding. Arriving, she insisted upon the doc-
tor's entering, and both were warmly greeted by Mrs.
Spaulding, who related some of the occurrences during her
stay at the Cure, spoke of Clara’s homesickness, and re-
- ferred to the timely visit,of Forest. Dr. Bradwell looked
at Clara and smiled when Forest’s name was mentioned.
“Mr. Forest has been very attentive to Clara,” said
Mrs. Spaulding, Seeing a frown upon Clara’s face she
continued: “I suppose it is no secret; I understand he has
been a constant and weleome visitor at the doctor’s since
your return from the Cure. Clara, I am pleased that you
have learned to appreciate his noble. nature.”
%7 do not think that Mr. Forest could fail to be appre-
ciated by any one,” replied Clara, at the same time vising
‘and going to the piano. Passing her fingers over the
keys, she commenced one of those strange, wild melodies
that secmed to express the condition of her soul. Now
the music swelled out in a grand and glorious anthem il
the spirit. seemed horne on the wings of song beyond the
sorvows and cares of earthly life. Then its notes sinking
- to a low, mournful cadence, the instrument became almost
a thing of life, whose heart was pulsing with anguish.
“Why, Clara! I never before heard you play hke that,”
said Mrs. Spaulding.

a
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“Perhaps not: I have never been in just the mood I am
to-night.’” - . ‘

“Miss Gordon, your music has wafted me to the seventh.
heaven, only to bring me back and leave me surrounded by
the saddest influences that I have ever experienced. Will
you not play again, and lift, the dark shadow cast over
my spivit?”

At this moment Mrs. Spaulding was called from the
room, and Clara, raising her eyes which spoke of 1ntense
emotion, said:

“I can sing no more to-might. I have given you a
ghmpse of my lifé, with its great ]ongmgs, its pure aspi-
rations, its divine possibilities, then have shown you the
actual, its withered hopes, disappointed ambition, and its
lonely, weary, desert waste, upon which blooms no swoet
flower of friendship or bud of pure unselfish love.”

How beautiful was Clara as she spake thus, with the
bright tear-drops standing upon her long laslies, and that
look of sadness and wearinesg of life, so terrible to. gee on
the face of the young., “If I could only die!” she muxr-
- mured, sinking into a chair and covering her face with her
hands. Dr.Bradwell was a kind-hearted man and his sym-
pathies were fully aroused. Crossing the room ‘and’ put-
‘ting his hand upon Clara’s, he said:

“Misg Gordon, you are young, beautiful, and talented;
- many friends gather around you, hearts of the noble and
true are placed at your feet; alone and unloved zou can
_never be. You are sinful to murmur.  But, when the
hand of remorse grasps your quivering heart strings and
threatens to snap them asunder, when the voice of con-
science condemns you, when your spirit cries for the rocks
and the hills to fall upon it and hide it from the gaze of
one you have cruelly wronged, then you may talk of the
sadness, the bitterness of life. Miss Gordon, Mrs. Brad-
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well and myself are your friends, we will do all that is in
“our power to brighten life’s path for yon, but remecmber
true bappiness comes from within. We shall miss you in
our quict home: come to us as often as you can.”

“You will miss me? Oh! if I could believe you would—"
and her eyes looked imploringly into his face.

“Believe me, Clara, belicve me, I ghall miss you!”
Then as if suddenly recollecting himself, he bade her fare-
well, and left the house. .

“How cold and indifferent he scemed!” she murmured
when left to herself. “But at last hiz heart trimmphed.
“He loves me, I know it! I saw it in his eyes and heard it
in his tremulous voice when he said, ‘I will miss you.’
Now, Mrs. Bradwell, all T shall have to do will be to make
you distrustful of him, make you understand it is friend-
ship, not love, he entertains for you. There can be noth-
ing more humiliating to a wife than to receive the pity of
her husband. Even Mrs. Bradwell's quiet nature will re-
volt at this, and T shall have things my own way.”

“Never!” said a clear voice in the air above her,

‘““Merciful heaven! that demon has returned!” said Clara,
as she went flying from the room.

“How my head reels!” said Dr. Bradwell as he gained
-the street. ¢ Clara has a wonderful influence over me,and
yet I know her to be a vain, false-hearted woman, whose
highest object in life is to secure the admiration of the
world. This is her food; I verily believe she could not
exist without it. Once or twice I have almost believed her
expressions of friendship for me were genuine, but reason
tells me this cannot be; she is simply acting a part; she
evidently intends to secure my affection that she may amuse
herself by trifling withi me as she is doing with Forest.
I see all this, and when away from her I heartily despise
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her, but when in her presence her beauty chdrins me like a
magic spell.” - :

The next morning Tittle Daisy was arrayed to go out
with her father for a walk.

“How beautiful she locks!” said Mrs. Bradwell, gazing
fondly upon the little one, dressed in a suit of deop blue,
which brought out the beauty of her transparent complex-
ion, and hightened the charm of the golden curls that hung
In waving masses around her shoulders.

Daigy had never seemed in better health and spirits
than the morning when she started upon that eventful
walk. Chatting gaily as they passed along, suddenly, as
they were about to turn into another street, she stopped
and that far off look came into her eyes. In vain her

father urged her forward; for full five minutes she stood '

like a statue, then saying, " come,” she moved off in an
opposite direction from the one they had been following,
On, on, and on, her dainty feet scemed scarce to touch the
walk. Her father followed with rapid strides, but was
unable to overtake her. At times she was entirely hid
from his view by the crowd of pedestrians, the next mo-
ment a glimpse of the blue dress and the snowy plume
would guide him on, In this way he followed her for an
hour, when suddenly she stopped upon the stone steps of
one of the largest hotels in the city. Here she waited until
her father appeared, then in a commanding voice she said
“(o in and inquire for Harvy Young.”

Amazed and bewildered, he obeyed, and was shown

through long halls and up broad stairs, first to the right
and then to the left, until they stood by the door of a room
which the waiter informed them was occupied by Mr.
Young. Daligy stepped forward and entered without the
ceremony of knocking. Upon a bed in the corner of the
room lay Harry, hig face pale and emaciated, with a lan-
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guid, weary look, as if exhausted by fever. On the oppo-
site side of the room, resting in an easy chair, sat Forest,
who had been spending the night with his friend. Forest
greeted Dr. Bradwell cordially, saying:

“You are just the man I wanted to see.  Iarry is very
ill, but has refused to have a physician called, How did
it happen that—"

Before Forest could finish the sentence, Daisy momoncd
them to silence, then advancing to the bed side and taking
the hand of the sick man in her own, in @ loud, strong voice
she said:

“Harry Young, arlse’ put on your garments and go to
128 Jefferson Strect, where your presence is nceded im-
mediately; relate what occurred to you on the night of
the tenth of September. Goj your testimony will save an
innocent person from suspicion.. Will you obey?”

“Harry is ill; it would endanger his life,” said Forest.

“Will you go?” said the child again, giving no attention
to Forest.

“1 will,” replied Harry.

“Atonce,” said Daisy.

She then quietly glided from the room, down the stairs,
and notwithstanding that her father and Forest immedi-
ately followed, she was lost to their sight. - When Forest
returned to the room he found Harry cngaged in dressmg
himself.

“Why,,Harry.?l are you mad? You must not thmk of
going into the street this morning.”

“1 shall keep my word,” answered Harry.,

_ “Bit down,” said Forest, “and compose yourself for a

__moment, and I will convince you of the folly of this under-

taking. First, Daisy was in a fit or spell; she is subject

to them. Clara Gordon has told me that no dependence

can be placed upon anything that Daisy says when in that
7 .
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condition. But if you think it really necessary, I will go
to Jefferson Street in your place. There is a second class
hotel at the place she has indicated, and why she should
want you to go there is more thap I ca.n imagine, but to
satisfy you, I will go.”

“Forest,” said Harry, “I shall kecp my word. Dmsy
has alluded to something that transpired at your house
which I am convinced that you, the doctor, and the child,
know nothing about. Bhe has told me that my evidence
would remove suspiecion from an innocent person. For-
est,” he continued as a new thought scemed to strike him
suddenly, ““have you heard of a murder eommitted on the
tenth of September?”’

. “Yes; I have said nothing about it to you, as you were
so ill: there were two murders committed:that night.”

“Great God!” eried Harry, “what a narrow escape!”
And overcome by emotion, he sunk into a chair, buried
hig face in hi¢ hands and remained gilent for some mo-
ments. Then looking up, with an unyielding purpose writ-
ten upon his face, he said: “Forest, I feel sure that the
hand that commitied those murders, drove me from the.
border of the beautiful stream of life, out among its shoals
and quicksands, that night I passed from youth to scber,
middle life. Forest, I am sure that a supernatural power

“has spoken to me through the lips of Daisy. I shall fol-

low her directions.”
“And I shall accompany you,” said Forest, deeply im-
pressed by the serious words and manner of Lis friend,
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" CHAPTER XIX,
THE APOTHEOSIS.

Mrs., SPAULDING had become deeply attached to Maggie,
and when she left the Cure it was with the understanding
that her young friend should spend the holidays with her.
Maggic had yielded to the carnest solicitation of Dr. Bige-
low and Mrs. Spaulding, and given mueh of her time to -
the examination of diseases. In this she had been very
suceessful, and the Cure was rapidly filling with patients.
This so pleased Mrys. Bigelow that she treated Maggie
with great kindness and consideration. The physical
manifestations, so annoying to Maggie, had almost en-
tirely ceased. The profound réspect which she received
from the doctor, the reverence, amounting almost to idol-
atry, paid her by most of the patients, and her joy that
she was permitted to pursue her studies uninterrupted, all
wrought a radical change in her appearance and added a
charm to her existence hitherto unknown. Tt was while
her life. passed thus pleasantly and harmoniously that
Lottie, the young prima-donna, appeared and Magpie felt
irresistibly attracted to her, and for the first time, she dis-
tinetly saw the form of a spirit.  She was not frightened,
nor did she seem to comprehend that a change was oceur-
ring in her spiritual condition, and that the future would
reveal to her sight the forms of those who had from time
to time given those startling manifestations, the cause of
which she so much desived to have explained.

The day after Lottie’s departure, Dr. Bigelow, accom-
panied by his wife and Maggie, went to the city. Maggie
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procecded alone to the hotel, where she found Lottic in a

‘small room, where the air was close and impure, the sun-

light cxcluded, everything wearing an aspect of sadness
aud gloom. Lottie was reclining upon a low couch, hor
cheek almost as white as the pillow upon which it rested.
By her side sat Clarence, and at the foot, his countenance
expressing anger and disappeintment, sat the man who
claimed to be her guardian. As Maggie entered the
room, he arose, and coming forward said:

“Ah! miss, T am glad you have come. Lottie is the
most unreasonable creature in the world. Just as she has
begun to be of service to me, she has taken it into her
head to give me the slip. T can’t see why she'ds so pre-
verse. Last night wag a great success; it paid well, and
she left the stage literally crowned with flowers, but, in-
stead of being pleased with her triumph, as a sensible girl

-would have been, she commenced crying the moment she

reached her private room, which brought on a coughing -
spell and a severe hemorrhage. Tt was as much as the
doctor could do to keep her alive during the night, and
now she cannot speak, not even in a whisper. The doctor
says any excitement will cause her death. Too bad, too
bad! T don’t see how she dare leave this world when she
knows'that she belongs to me.  But, Miss Maggie, I have
heard that yon were a kind of a witch; now save that
girl’s life, and I will give you more money than you can
earn in five years.”

“T have not-the power that you attribute fo me. Lot-
tie is past all hope for this world.”

The man uttered an oath as he stepped aside to let
Maggie pass, and then abruptly left the apartment. “Ad-
vaneing to the bedside, Maggie gave n hand to Clarence,

. then took one of Lottie's transparent hands in her own.

"The invalid opened her eyes at the touch, and"an expres-
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. ston of pleasure lighted for a moment her p:ﬂhd face as she
vecognized her visitor. . Hour after hour passed and yot
Maggie maintained her position by the side of the dying
girl. She seemed to be rapidly sinking, although no ex-
ternal signs of suffering were visible. In the afternoon

" Dr. Blgelow called for Maggie, but she declined to go,
saying:

“1 feel that L must not leave her until she is free.”

Reluctantly the doctor consented, and after his depart-
ure Maggie returned to the sick room. Lottie had fallen
into a quiet sleep; so deathlike was her appearance that a

casual observer would have'supposed hex a corpse. Hours

passed and still she slept. At length, just as the sun was
about to sink from view behind the western hills, gentle
raps were heard near the bed. The slecper awoke, and
opening her eyes, brilliant with the light of that land to
which-she was se near, locked first at Clarence, then at
Maggie, and then in a clear voice, asked to be raised up.
Very gently Clarence complied with her request, arrang-
ing the pillows for her support. She then extended one
band to Clarence, the other to Maggie, and glancing
around the room, said:

“He is not here. T am glad! Clarence, Maggie, I am
almost done with carth; I am happy, so happy! I have
had such a beantiful dream. I thought that my mother
and two other angels eame to me, and told me they had
come to take me home to a beautiful place of rest, but that.
I should come hack again to sce my Clarence. And they
showed me the way; it was bright as the stars, and it led
right down to you, Maggie. They said T should talk to
you, for there could be no cloud between us, and you should
tell Clarence all T said. Dear Clarence, I dreamed that
you could not see me, but somehow I could talk to you
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through the 11ps of Maggie, and you knew that your dear
Lottie was not dead.”

Here she paused, closed her eyes and seemed to be try-
ing to recall something not remembered. The raps, which
had been growing fainter, ceased. The last rays of the
setting sun brightly illumed the west, and threw its parting
beams into the chamber of death. At this moment strains
of music vibrated upon the evening air, at first seeming afar

. off, but gradually drawing nearer, now in low lute-like notes
of melody, then swelling out in anthems of glory, filling the
room with that sweet music of the spheres which the dying
often hear. While Maggie sat enmptured by these sounds,
Lottie again opened her eyos, and with j _]oy beaming in her
countenance said:

“Do you hear it?"”’

Maggie turned her head, and the only reply that Clar-
ence could give was his silent tears. .

“Bee!” again-exclaimed Lottie, extending her hand to-
wards the setting sun, “see that beautiful sﬂver sem, its
diamond waters sparkling beneath the golden and purple
light that hangs above them! Away across those shining
waters are bands of angels, some walking upon the golden
strand, others weaving garments that gleam resplendent.
Ah! there ig a fairy-like boat upen the sea! it is like an
ocean shell, all carved in beauty, inlaid with gems, and
lined with the rosy hue of morn. Three angels step into
it from the other shore; they are coming g; how lightly and
swiftly they move over the bright waters! Oh! they know
I see them; they are throwing me kisses. One is bringing
a beautiful robe; it is of v1olet color, finer than the finest
gossamer, ornamented with delieate, snow-white flowers.
They are coming” nearer; the flowers are silver. How

jbeautifull A girdle of stars! Maggic, Clarence, do you
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see? they have reached the shore; they come! they come!
Mother! Father!” -
Her arms outstretched as if to welcome a friend, then
suddenly dropped; the eyes became fixed, the fluttering
pulse ceased, and Lottic had gone to dwell with angels. As
her breath ceased, a peal of triwmphant music rose upou
the air, and the words, “rejoice! rejoice! rejoice!” were
distinetly heard by Maggie, and raising her eyes from the
beautiful casket before her, she saw the emancipated spirit
surroundeds by loving friends and borne from her sight in
their tender embrace. Maggie shed no tears over the body
of her friend; death for her had mo terror; she cared for
the beauntiful casket, and with her gentle words and pure
sympathy endeavored to calm the grief of Clarence. He.
not gifted with Maggie’s wonderful power, had not been
able to see and hear all that had been revealed to her.

After Maggie's return to the Cure, she was like a new
being. It seemed to her that nothing on earth conld make
her sad again; life had a greater significance than ever
before, and now, from the very depths of her being, she
thanked God for what in the past she had looked upon as
acurse. Oh! good, true, inspired Maggie Wild! the angels
are leading you beyond the pearly gates and enriching
your soul with gems of truth which your hand shall seatter

" over the land.
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CHAPTER XX.
THE SCARLET FILLEL.

“WeLL, Bennett, looking for me, are you? Ihave been
unavoidably detained; sovry to have kept you all waiting.
We'll go in now.” N

Thus speaking, young Brown ascended the steps leading
to Hotel on Jefferson Street. Bennett, an officer,
who had been slowly walking to and fro in front of the
hotel, said:

“To tell you the truth Brown T was not waiting for
you, although it is past the hour, a.nd 1 believe the others
have arrived.”

“Then let us enter ai once,” said Brown, laying his hand
upon Bennett's shoulder.

. “Not so fast, if you please,” responded the latter, “go
in and have them proceed to business. ' I will join them
soon,”

“What on earth do you want to stay out here for? 1
never knew you to fail before when business called.”

“Brown,” said Bennett, drawing himself up, folding his
arms across his breast, and fixing his eagle eye upon his
companion, “1 never shrink from duty nor shirk responsi-
. bility, nor do 1 fear ridieule. - To prove this, T will tell you
why I decline to accempany you into the house. Half an
hour ago, as I was coming to meet this appointment, I met
abeautiful little girl hastening rapidly up the street. Coni-
ing close to me she placed her hand upon my arm and said:
“You are going to meet an appointment at the hotel on this
street. Wait upon the steps until Harry Young arrives;
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he will put you in the possession of facts that will help you
to gain a clue to the murderer.”  Before I could regain my
self-possession sufficiently to question her, she was gone,
‘Who she was, where she came from, or where she went to,
I know not. I shall wait herc a while longer.””

“Strange, very strange,” said Brown; then in a sar-
castic tone, “T will go in and tell the boys why you wait.”
Saying this, Brown entered the hotel, mentally exclaiming,
“Been imbibing too freely this morning, T guess.”

‘Scarcely had time enough elapsed for Brown to cnter,
when a light buggy containing two gentlemen was scely
approaching. Bermett watched it till it drew up in front
of the hotel: The gentleman who held the ieins, giving
themt into the hands of his companion, alighted, balf way
ascended the steps, then paused as though bewildered,
looked at Bennett, loocked at the house, and up and down
the street, then returned to the buggy and said, laughing:

“Well, Harry, I don’t know who to inguire for, or why
~ we have come.” - '

Hearing this, Bennett stepped forward and said:

“Permit me to inquire if this is Harry Young?” ,

“That is my name, sir,”’ replied the oceupant of the
vehicle. -

_Bennett then gave him an account of his meecting with
the child, and asked if he were the persoen to whom che
alluded. '

“Yes, yes,” said Harry in an agitated voice, as he
alighted from the buggy.

“‘There is some mistake,” said Forest addrossing Ben-
nett. My friend has been very ill, and did not even hear
of the murder until to-day, therefore I know he can give
you no information in regard to the criminal.”

" To this Bennett made no reply, and Harry, supported
by Forest, entered the hotel and was conducted to an
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apartment where three officors were found in earnest. con-
versation.

“Well, Brown,” said one of the men, “you have brought
the best evidence that has been obtained. The facts are
strong -enough; she must be arrested.” '

Upon the entrance of Bennett with the gentlemen who
accompanied hiw, Brown arose, and extendmrr his hand to
Forest, said:

“T have already met with this gentleman: it is from him
that T have received much of the evidence that in my mind
Zoes to prove the guilt of the person whom we have Jeason
to suspect.” ;

“I do not understand what you refer to,” rephed Forest.

“Of course you do not: we keep our secrets to ourselves
until pur suspicions are confirmed.”

Hereupon; Bennett related the particulars of his meet-
ing with Daisy, and eoncluded by saying:.

“If Mr. Young can throw any light upon this matter, he
will be doirig an act of justice.”

A silence of some moments followed, when Harry replied:

«T should prefer first to know whorm you suspect of hav-
ing committed this horrible crime. Is it man ‘or woman,
and what is the ground of your suspicions?”

" «T will answer your questions,” said Brown. “There is
no doubt that both murders were committed by one per-
son. Both vietims were stabbed through the heart by
what appears to have been a small dagger. The murderex
was a woman. The imprint of her feet was left around
the door and under one of the windows. Having assured
ourselves of this much, we next inquired if there had been '
any suspicious appearing person seen in the neighborhood,
and found that a strange looking and mysterious acting
woman, calling herself Mus, Loomis, had come into that -
locality a short tim¢ previous.  She was stopping at a board-
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ing house, half a mile from where the deed was committed.
The morning after the murder she was seen returning to
the boarding house, and in reply to questionings, said that -
she had been out for a walk, but found it teo wet to go far.
This and other things excited our suspicion, and we suc-
ceeded in getting the servant girl to bring us one of the

- shoes worn by Mrs. Loomis, which, upon comparing with
the footprints hefore spoken of, we found exactly fitted the
impress made in the soft clay. The next step was to find
the direction she had taken in the walk referred to, and
through the servant we ascertained that she had walked on

" the voad leading to the house of Mr. Forest. Taking the

shoe with us, the result of the investigation waz the samec.

The hard rain of the previons night had effaced the tracks

in many places, in others they were clear and well defined.

After we came within half a mile of Mr. Forest’s, the dis-

tance which the woman elaimed to have walked, just be-
yond I thought I detected a track of the same size. While
examining i, Mr. Forest approached.  Concealing our
real object and profession, we opened a conversation with
him, in the course of which, one of our party asked him if,
he knew of any lady whom he could recommend for the
position of governess. ‘I do not,” was his reply; ‘there
wag a lady, a Mrs. Loomis, taking charge of Dr. Brad-
woll's little daughter. 1 understand she has left, but
where she has gone I cannot tell.” *Did you ever see her?’
<) yes! many times.” What was her reputation while at
Dr. Bradwell's? ¢She was a quiet, unobtrusive woman,
and I believe they were well satisfied.” After some fur-
ther conversation, Mr. Forvest moved on, and we contin-
ued our search.” The footprints appedred at irregular
intervals. We succeeded however in tracing them to the
gate of Mr. Forest's hohse, here they entirely disap-
peared. The woman had evidently walked upon the grass,

>
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_—.but not to be baffled too easily, we went. to the house and
made a careful scarch, and were rewarded by finding many
well defined tracks under one of the east windows., "This
was not all.  Almost concealed in the long grass, I found
this.” '

Here Brown took from his pocket a scarlet velvet band,
ornamented by a large silver star, upon which was en-
graved the words: I aM 1ue QueeN or Dearu. One
glance at this,'and Harry Young’s strength failed him,
He staggered, and would have fallen but for Forest’s
timely aid, and for several moments he was unconscmus of
of all that was going on around him. ,

“This excitement will kill him,” said Forest, assisting

to place hig friend upon the lounge, and applying restora-_.

tives which he had provided before leaving his hotel, Har-
ry soon revived and looking arcund said: o

“Grentlemen, I will tell you what I know of this ‘affair,
but first let me say that Mrs. Loomis is innocent; your
suspicions of her are groundless.”. He then related the
oceurrences of the night of the tenth of Beptember, and
said: . “The woman bears no resemblance to Mrs. Loomis,
She ig a tall, straight, handsome woman, with a profusmn
of beautiful black hair. To prove that thiz was not a vis-
ion, here is the dagger she dropped. The scarlet velvet
hand produced by Mr. Brown, was upon her head that
night.”

“And you are sure that this was not Mrs. Loomis?”

“T know it was not.”

“And I,” said Forest, who had become fearfully pale
during Harry’s recital, “Y know that it was not Mrs.
Loomis.” ’

All eyes were now fixed upon Forest, who trembled with
intense emotion. '

“Tell us what you know,” said Brown. ¢Can you

Pamivsgaivue
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prove that this was not Mrs. Loomis, and if not her, who
who was it?” ' '

Making an effort to conguer his agitation, Forest said:

“Gentlemen, justice to an innoeent person compels me
to speak. I know the woman who committed these mur-
ders, and who came o near taking the life of my friend.
But as God i my judge, I did not know that she was
within a thousand miles of this place, nor do [ know where
~she has concealed hersclf. She is insane; has been so for
many years. . I—I—can tell you no more.”

And Forest covered his face with his hands and wept as
only a strong man can weep.

The officers took possession of the dagger, while slowly
and sadly Forest and Harry returned to their hotel, For-
est wondering how she could have found him, and where
she could have secreted herself, Harry pondering upon
the wonderful manner in which an innocent person had
been saved from arrest for the terrible crime of murder.
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CHAPTER XXI.
DR, BRADWELL AND HARRY YOUNG.

“Goop evening, Dr. Bradwell; T am very glad to see
you. Torest has gonme home and I am entirely alone.”
Saying this, Harry Young arose from the sofa on which
he had been reclining and gave the doctor his hand.

“T feared I should not find you so well.after the exci-
ting scene through which you passed a few days since,”
responded Dr. Bradwell.

¢80 Forest has told you all about it,” said Harry.

- “No, I have not seen Forest since the morning I met
him here, but I know you were much oxcited by the words
of my little givl. Did you follow her directions? and if
so, please give me the result. It was all a mystery to
me; I have been trying ever sinée to come and have a
talk with you, but have been so engaged tha,t I found it
impossible to spare the time until this evening.”

“I will answer your questions to the best of my abil-
ity,” said Harry, “but first tell me how and where you
found your child? Forest said she was out of sught when
you reached the hall door.”

“Yes; I knew not in what direction to go, noi;whcre to
look for her. T hastened up and down different streets,

-inquiring of all I met, and yet, too impatient to wait for

a reply, I hurried on. Having thus searched until near
noot, I returned home. Judge of my astonishment when

I saw Daisy come out upon the porch of my house to mect.

me, She had told her mother that after we had gone a
little way I wanted her to return, but that she had in-

B
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sisted upon prolongmg the walk, The next thing she
knew it was dark around her, she was walking very fast,
~and then she was standing alone at the gate. She thought
I had taken her up in my arms and carried her home,
Mrs. Bradwell supposed that Daisy had grown weary by
walking and had fallen asleep in my arms. I did not un-
deceive her, for to tell you the truth, Harry, so many un-
accountable things have happened at our house within the
tast few roonths, that my wife is getting quite nerveus,
and so I concluded to say nothing about Daisy’s adven-
ture. Nowtell me if her words to you had any memmg‘?

“She has been the means of saving an innocent person.”

“How? in what way?”’

“You remember the murders recently commltted'?”

“Yes.”

A lady was about to he a,rrested and charged with
the erime.”

“A lady! what was ber name?”

“Mrs. Loomis.”

“Mrs, Loomis! Great heavens! Mrg. Loomis charged
with murder!”

“Yes; she was suspected and would have been arrvested
but for the timely interference of little Daisy.”

“That woman!” ejaculated the doctor. “I would give
much t0 know who and what she is. I folt that she had
something to do with these strange spells of Daisy’s. I
wish she was out of the country, out of the world, I fear
her, I know not why. But tell me all you know about her.”

Harry related what is already knrown to the reader and
ended by saying:

“Who the murderess is, T do not know, nor in what
manner she is related to I‘orest. He has not mentioned
the subject to me, but has evidently suffered much since
that disclosure.” , '
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“Who can she be? A sister? A wife?”" .

I dare not ask him,"” replied Harry, “but of one thing
I am sure; that she mistook me for Forest, and intended
to take his life.” ‘ ‘
~ ““Have you seen Mrs. Loomis since she left my house?”

Hoarry answered in the negative. The doctor was
thoughtful for some moments, then said:

“Harry, can it be possible that Daisy visited Mrs.
Loomis after leaving the hotel on Jefferson Street? You
say that the officer saw her early in the morning. She
must have gone there directly after leaving your room.
She did not go home until eleven o’clock; where was she
from the time she left the hotel antil her arrival home?”

“True,” said Harry, “that leaves room for conjecture.”

“Harry,” said the doctor; rising and walking the floor,
4T believe she was with Mrs. Loomis. That woman exer-
cises an influence over Daisy like fascination. Clara Gor-
don thinks that she is in league with ovil spirits, and some-
times I am almost compelled to accept of that explanation.”

“You do not believe that Mrs. Loomis is an evil disposed
person?’ half questioned Harry.

“Y have no proof of it, and yet Clara has almost con-
vinced me that-she is. One thing I am determined to do; -
that is to break the spell she exerts over my child, I
belteve that Daisy weuld leave. father, mother, home, and
all she has on earth, to fellow the footsteps of that myste-
rious woman who wag once her governess.”

“Wag there anything in her deportment while with you,
that gave you reasen to belicve that she was trying to
secure the affections of your child, to draw her to herself?”

“No, I must admit that I have seen nothing of the kind.
Daisy went to her at first as loving and confiding 2s she
would if Mrs. Loomis had heen her own mother.”

“Strange, very strange,” said Harry.
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“Yes, and Dalsy scems to dislike Miss Gordon 4% unac-
countably as she likes Mrs. Loomis.”

«Dislike the beautiful Clara Gordon! that scems an
impossibility.”

Tt iy the influence which that woman has exerted over
her, and T will dispel it, even if it necessitates the closing
of my house and the removing of Daisy thousands of miles
hepce. . I will put an end to this. Daisy’s young life
ghall not bo shadowed by that woman, nor her happy future
blighted by an unseen diabolical power.”

After further conversation the dector bade Harry good
night, and took his departure.

-8
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CHAPTER XXII.

THE DEMON OF DISTRUST. '

“Is it not time for the doctor to return!” said Clara
Gordon, closing the book from which she had been readmg
to Mrs. Bradwell.

“Yes,” replied Mrs. Bradwell, looking at-her watch, “it
is ten o’clock. How quickly the evemng has passed' I
am always so happy with you, Clara!”

“Well, dear Mrs. Bradwell, if there is one person in the
world who enjoys my society, I am glad; and I, whom the
world calls cold and proud, love you as you were never
loved hefore.”

Mrs. Bradwell looked up with a pleasant smile; she did
not realize the full meaning of Clara’s words.

“Did the doctor tell you where he was going to-night?”
asked Clara,

“No, nor was I aware that he had patlents requiring
‘his attention this evening., It is probable that an unex-
pected call detains him.”

“What a good, unsuspicious little creature you arve
said Clara.

“What do you mean, Clara?”

“Not anything of importance; but if my hushand were
away hour after hour, and I not knowing where he was
or how he was spending his time, I'should be a little sus-
picious of him, especially, if I had reagon to believe he
married me. from friendship instead of love
- “Why, Clara! what do gou mean 2 said Mrs. Bradwell,
looking upon her with astonishment.

“What do T mean?” echoed Clara, laughing lightly,

o1
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“for you my words can have mo meaning; you are so
trusting, so confiding, so innocent; but I, who have seen
~more of the world and-know more of human nature, I,
with my jealous, suspicious disposition, could never live as
you do. T must have the perfect confidence of the man I
love; his heart must be an open baok.”

“Why Clara,” replied Mrs. Bradwell, “my hushand
~confides in me and T trust him perfectly.”

%A strange manmner of confiding, dear Mrs. Bradwell,
when you have to coax and plead and entreat him to tell
you what you are anxious to know, while he refuses, as he
did to-night, in that langnage most offensive to a proud
woman, ‘my love, you could not understand if I wereto
tell you.” "

‘““But, Clara, dear, I am sure he had reason for speak-
ing in that way. He has been very, very sad since the
‘morning he went to walk with Daisy. He started out
early that morning; and returned about eleven o’clock.
- Daisy and I stepped out on the porch to meet him. He
had just opened the gate and was about to enter when
he caught sight of us; he stood for a moment ag though
petrified and then extended his arms to Daisy. She ran
down the walk, but before she could reach him, he cloged
the gate and went hastily up the street. Since that morn-
ing he has not been like hlmself I am sure something
. troubles him, and I do not think there was <Lnythmg
wrong in his saying that T could not understanid it.’

“You are inclined to look upon the sunny side. T do
not think a man has a right to keep a secret from his wife.
" If she be a true companion, she will wish to share his sor-
rows as well ag his joys, and if he love her he will desire
to have her share them. I have great respect for your
husband, but I think he has one great fault; he does not
give you his entire confidence.”
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“You are rmsta,ken, rephed Mrs. Bradwell, uneasily
rising and going to the window.

“Am I? perhaps so; but I'will wager this ring that when
he comes to-night he, wﬂl not explain where he has becn

“Qk! yes he will. .

“1 don’t want you to think, Mrs. Bradwell, that you do
not possess the affection of your husband. I do not want
to transfer my suspieious nature to you. You are a happy
woman in having secured the love of so good and noble a
man; but he would not guite satisfy my heart; I should
always doubt his love as long as his entire confidence was
withheld.” ‘

Mrs, Bradwell was walking up and down the room,
pausing every now and then to listen for approaching
footsteps. Quick as lightning her thoughts flew back to
her past life, She remembered the many times her hus-
band had evaded hor questions when she had sought to
obtain a history of his first wife, his life with her, her sick-
ness and death. She recalled his look ard words upon
such occastons: < Wife, if you love me, never refer to
the past again.,” Was Clara’s declaration frue, that
“without confidence there could be no love”?: For the
first time in her life, Mrs. Bradwell began to distrust her
hushand's love. But she determined to conceal this doubt
from the eycs of Clara.. At this moment the sound of ap-
proaching footsteps wag heard.

“He is coming,” said Mrs. Bradwell, for the moment
forgetting the dark shadows that were creeping avound
her heart.

A few moments Jater Dr, Bradwcll entered the room,
spoke pleasantly to his wife and Clara, saying: “It is
Iate; T did not expect to find you waiting for me.”

Then seating himself and dropping his head upon his
hand, he became so deeply absorbed in thought as to be

.
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unconscious of what was transpiring around him. The
room Was very quiet; so quiet that the ticking of Clara's
watch could be distinetly heard; so quiet that Clara could
almost hear the quick, wild beatings of Mrs. Bradwell’s
heart as she sat with her eyes fixed intently upon the face
" of her husband. Minute after minute dragged on until half
an hour had passed. Mrs, Bradwell, unablélonger to restrain
her tears from fallin g, arose and left the room. The closing
of the door aroused the doctor from his reverie.

“Rxcuse me, Clara,” he said; “I am not in the hahit of
wearing my thinking cap in the presence of ladies, but
must plead guilty this time. Where is Mrs, Bradwell ?”

“Bhe was a little impatient at your long absence, o little
disappointed that you did not caress hér when you came
in.  Your wife is so pretty and so childish! I often wish
that I was as easily made happy as she is. If ghe receive

~ a few loving words, she is econtent. But in your troubles,
your battles with life, she takes little interest. Your high

. hopes and noble aspirations, those great upliftings of the
soul that you have at times, and that you so long to have

" understood, she cannot comprehend. She iz nervous to-
night. T love her very much, and if you will allow me for
her sake, to express my thoughts, I would say that it is
better for hér happiness that you conceal from her all that
would tend to annoy or excite her, She lives upon the
surface; therefore do not attempt to force wpon her the
realitios of your inner life. To-night, the less you say to
her the betier.”

Dr. Bradwell had net interrupted Clara, simply for the
reagon that he did not know what to say. She had never
spoken to him before in this s¢cemingly candid manner,
He was astonished at her words; wondered how she had
obtained so correct a knowledge of his wife. After Clara

_had ceased speaking, she arose, bade him good-night, and

e
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without waiting for a reply, left the room, going in search
of Mrs. Bradwell, whom she found sobbing in the darkened
patlor. Clata threw her arms sround her and in a voice
such as one would use to soothe a grieved child, she said:

“Den’t soh. Of course I knew that I should not lose
the wager. He wonld not talk of his business affairs as
long as I was present.”

“Do you think that was 1t " said Mrs. Bradwell in a
cheorful voice.

“Certainly I do,” replied Clara; ‘“he made no conver-
sation and wag evidently waiting for me to retire from the
room. You foolish little thing! to permit yourself to be

made so unhappy by what I have said! I shall not come -

to see you any more If my visits have this effect. Go to
youl room now, for I know the doctor is anxious td tell
you the catse of his long détention.”

“Oh! you are so good, and I am so happy!” said Mrs.
Bradwell, as she bade good-night to Clara.

“Little fooll” said)Clara, as soon as she was alone in
her own room. “Much good may you derive from all
that he says to you to-night! T have accomplished it at
last! It was a bold move, but has proved a successful one.
He will not say two words to her to-night; she will be an-
gry at his negleet, and the distance between them will
gradually widen, for the venomed arrow of distrust has
been fixed in her heart where it will rankle until its poison
shall infect her freshest life-springs. 1 am happy to-night,
happier than T have been for months. I believe the devil
has changed his mind and concluded after all to assist me.”
~ As she uttered these words there was heard a sound like
that made by a heavy body moving through the air, = She

shuddered and became icy cold, while round her circled

this invisible power, drawing nearer each moment, until at
last she felt & hand cold as death, touch her upon the

%
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check, and at the same moment heard a voice, as from the
air above her, cry out:

“Degist! desist or perish!”

Overwhelmed with affright, Clara sunk to the floor in «
deathlike swoon. -

‘When Dr. Bradwell was left alone, a look of annoyance
and perplexity settled upon.his face.

“How did Clara know all this? Ts it possible that Mrs.
Bradwell has been complaining toher? She told the truth
when sho said, ¢ your wife is so pretty and childish.” Wife!™
he repeated bitterly, “she has never been that, but perhaps
I am' as much to blame as she. I know that I have never
loved her; to me she'has been a sister, a ehild, but a com-
panion, never. O Thalia! idol of my heart! why, why
were we so cruelly separated?”

'He dropped his head upon his broast, and trembled with
emotion; then éuddcnly riging from his chair, folding his
“arms upon his chest, he said aloud:

' “Away! yo beautiful visions of the past, ye are as fleet-
ing ag the summer clouds. Away! thou dream of social
felieity ! let the mountaing fall upon me and hide me for-
over from your sight; let the billows of the sea of life
dash over you and efface you from the memorics of my
heart. If I am unhappy, miné alone is the fanlt; if I am
fated to walk alone, doomed forever to hunger and thirst
for that -goul-communion’ which can never more be mine, 1
only am to blame. I professed a love for her which T
bave never felt, and I will not cloud her life by unveiling
‘the shadows which darken mine. Clara is right. Mrs,
Bradwoﬂ can never understand my nature. It would be
cruel to intercept a ray of the sunshine i in which she lives,
with the gloom that surrounds me. In the future I will -
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'live more within myself; no word or act of mine shall give
her a glimpse of the Life I am living.”

Asg he said this, the door softly opened and Murs. Brad-
well entered the room. Fearing that she would detect the
emotion visible upon his face, he gave ro heed to her pres-
ence, turned about and abrupfly left the room. Two
hours later, when he sought his couch, he found that his
wife had sobbed herself to sleep, the bright tears still glis-
tening upon-her cheeks.
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CHAPTER XXIII.
EVENTS ‘AT THE CURE,

IN proportion as Maggic Wild gave time and attention
to the diagnosié of diseage, her power increased, and as her
clairvoyant perceptions became clearer, the physical mani-
festations that had been such an annoyance to her, grad-
nally grew less, and finally ccased entively. 'his wus
greatly to the disappointment of Dr. Bigelow, who' had
become much interested in these, to him, mysterious sounds.
The mystery surroundmg Maggic, and her great success in
. discovering and removing the cause of discase, spread like
wildfire over the country, and attracted to the Cure a great
number of persons who would never have resorted to such
treatment had it not been for the supernatural power they
believed Maggie possessed. Mrs. Bigelow was conscions
that the girl she had once despised was the instrument that
Lad saved them from financial ruin; she had hecome con-
vinced that these seeming miracles were not performed
through satenic agency, and as fortune smiled upon her,
she in turn smiled upon Magg:e and tried to make her
contented and happy. Her motive, however, was a selfish
one. Maggie felt this, and could not trust and love her as
she did Mrs. Spaulding. ;

For some weeks before the visit of the young prima<
donna, Dr, Bigelow had been conscious that a change was
coming over Magpgie. Sometimes while deeply absorbed
in making clairvoyant examinations or giving medical pre-
scriptions, she would suddenly cease speaking, close her
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eyes, and then she would exelaim: ¢“How beautiful! oh!
how beautiful!” In answer to questions as to what she
saw, she wonld make no reply, seeming not to have heard
them, and upon two or three occasions, while she was in
this condition, strains of music had come floating through
the room. The doctor had not spoken to her of these
. manifestations, nor had he thought best to mention them
to his wife. It will be remembered that Maggie had seen
and described the spirit mother of the young prima-donna,
and algo that through her lips, that mother, from her home
beyond the veil, had communicated with her child. Here
was gomething entirely new, and to Dr. Bigelow’s mind it
opened a wide range of thought. He asked himself if it
were possible for the spirits of the dead to return, or was
this but another step in that mysterious path In which
Maggie seemed to walk? Was it her mind, acting inde-
pendently of her will? To these questions he could give
no satisfactory answer.

He waited impatiently for her to come back from the
city and thus afford him an opportunity to investigate the
subject more thoroughly, When she returned and gave a
deseription of the death of the beautiful Lottie, when she
told him of the. spiritual vision of the dying girl, of the
silver sea, the fairy bark, and the angels that she beheld,

 the doctor was much affected, and with the light of hope
illuminating his countenance, he exclaimed: “Maggie!
‘Maggie! she did not die! The desire for immortality has
not been implanted in the sow! in vain! Thanks be to
God! death is but the casting off of the old form. His icy
hand cannot touch the soul.”

Never in his life had the doctor heen as happy as at that
moment, when the glowing truth of immortslity stood out
clear and unquestionable. e had not beheld with his own

cyes the scene that had been presented, but he acdeepted
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every word spoken by Maggie, and his soul seemed to rise
from the vale of doubt and uncertainty in which it had
dwelt, and took its stand upon the firm rock of positive
knowledge. Maggie had seen, heard, and known the trutl
that had just dawned upon his soul, and now all her knowl-
edge, all her trust, all her experience in spiritual things,
seemed to have been transferred to him, Mrs. Bigelow
noticed the change in her hushand, but was far from sus-
pecting the cause. Week after week pussed, and in the
cool, shaded parlor, the doctor had spent many hours in
listening to the deseriptions given by Maggie of the dear
ones who had gone from his circle of friends, Many mes-
sages of affection had come to him, words of kindness, com-
fort and advice had been spoken; but above the friendly
. communications he received from those he had known on
earth, did he prize the high-toned and eloquent addresses
which from time to time came through the lips of the en-
tranced medium. Poems, marked by artistic beauty and
lofty thought, with their sweetness and tenderncss would
sometimes melé him to tears, and at other times with their
thrilling power would lend wings to his spirit and waft him
beyond all consciousncss of carth existence. How nobly
pure were the pearls of truth that from day to day the
hands of angels were weaving into a crown of beauty to
adorn the brow and shed their luster over the soul of Dr,
Bigelow. Of these communications, the liftle world in
which they lived knew not, but slowly the truth dawned
upon the doctor’s mind that Maggie’s position in the Cure
was but a stepping-stone to something higher. Ie felt
that she wag drifting from him, and ag he vainly tried to
hold her, she seemed to melt away like a cloud. To him
“she was a bright, beautiful light that had brought joy un-
speakable to his soul, and now he felt that he could. not
keep that light much longer to cheer his home. The world
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would call her to illumine its darkness; those who sat in

the valley and the shadow of death, needed the vivifying
sunshine which she could diffuse.  Could he let her go?
could he see her drift out on the stormy sea of life, her

. frail hark tossed upon its merciless waves? Yet thous.mdb

would bless her, and he, who had gathered so much expe-
rience in life, knew that the balm would come to the spirit
after the body had been crucified. He was a benevolent
man, but he could not bring himself to say: *The world
needs her more than I: she must go.” Maggie know
nothing of this struggle in his mind. Her whole soul was
absorbed in the new life opened before her. She would
converse with him for hours upon the glory and grandeur
of that unseen world that lies just beyond the material vis-
ion. Her soul basked in the sunlight of the truths that
descended upon it. She wag happy and all unconscious of
the great change soon to take place in her Jife.

While all was moving on thus pleagantly at the Cure,
Maggic was taken suddenly ill. She had rctired tp her
room in usual health, hut the refreshing slumber usXmlly
hers did not come. AH the long night she tossed upon

‘her feverish couch, sharp pains darting through her head.

Toward morning, as she lay with hands clasped upon her
aching brow, she heard the well remembered voice of ‘her
mother calling: “Maggie, Maggiel” :

She sprung to her feet and answered the call, but ne
voice responded.

“My mother is sick! I must go to her,” she eried.

After vainly waiting for the message of the invisible
presence, she again laid her aching head upon the pillow.
‘Hour after hour passed and when the gray light of morn-’
ing dawned over the eastern hills, a restless slumber fell
upon her, from which she was again awakened by the
same gweet voice saying: '
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“Maggie, go to your father! Save Anna!”
Again Maggie sprung from the bed, thoroughly convineed
* that her mother was either very ill and needed her pres-
ence, or else had already passed the mystic veil that
divides the two worlds. She hastily prepared what was
necessary for a journey, resolving to take the stage carly
in the forenoon. 8he then again threw herself upon the
bed, hoping that by remaining quiet the pain in her head
would be legs intense. Soon a drowsiness ecame over her
which by degrees wholly closed the outer senses. Bhe
slept long. Several times had the housekeeper entered
her room but she only noticed that Maggie was dressed
and sleeping soundly. - At length her services being
wanted in the examination of a patient just arrived, Dr.
- Bigelow went to the door of her room and rapped, but re-
ceiving no answer, called her name. Still no response.
Thercupon the doctor opened the door. Maggie was sit-
ting upon the side of the bed, her face crimson with fever,
her great eyes looking wild and brilliant.

“Did you hear her?” she said, “she has called me three
times.” :

“It was I that called you, Maggie.”

“No, it was my mother. I must go; see, I have every-
.thing veady;” and she pointed to the trunk. “I am
thirsty: my poor brain seems on fire; I must have some
lce water, and then I will start. Oh! what » load fhere
" is on my head, pressing me down, down.” ‘

“Maggie, you are ill, very ill,” said the doctor, examin-
ing her pulse. :

Yes, Maggie was very ill. A low fever kept her con-
fined to her room for the next six weeks, and during this
long sickness her constant wish was to see her mother and
Mrg, Spaulding. A ' '




THE GOLDEN KEY.

CHAPTER XXIV.
A GLIMPSE OF THE TRUTH. .

MagorE WiLp plead so earnestly for the presence of

Mrs. Spaulding that Dr. Bigelow thought best to write

to that lady, inform her of the condition of her favorite,

and beg that she would come and spend a short time with
her. Mrs. Spaulding and Clara Gordon were sitting at
their breakfast table when the doetor’s letter arrived.

Mrs. Spau]ding glanced at its contents, then turning to
her companion, said:

“Clara, my little friend Maggle Wild is very ill, and

asks for me, I shall go to her te-morrow. Will you re-
main here during my absence, or spend the time in visit-
ing your friends?”

Clara was for a moment thoughtful then, WJth a look of
pleasure she could not conceal, angwered:

“I will stay with Mrs. Bradwell. She has been very
low-spirited and despondmg for several weeks. I think I
may help to dissipate the cloud which seems to shadow her
life.”

“Why, I thought Mrs. Bradwell was one of the happi-
est women in the world,” said Mrs. Spaulding.

“So did I until quite recently. Now she Beems to have
some secret sorrow that she veils from all eyes.”

T am truly sorry to hear that. Does her husband

seem aware of it 7’

“T cannot answer. He is too much of a gentleman to
speak to others of family troubles, and, of course, I would
not mention the subjeet to him.”
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- «Well, Clara, the poet has truly said:
‘Into each life some rain must il

It is one of the greatest pleasures of life to console the af-
flicted. Let this be your mission, Clara, and your veward
will be a happiness that this world can neither give or take
away.”’ :

“How long will you be absent?"’ asked Clara.

“T cannot tell. It may be one week, it may be many.”

Breakfast over, Mrs. 8paulding left the room to prepare
for her journey.

“I don’t see what she finds so attractive in that bath -
‘girl,” muttered Clara, when left to herself. “To think of
her leaving a pleasant home in this cold disagreeable
weather to shut herself up in that horrid place, just to
please a servant girl! Mrs. Spaulding must be getting
into her dotage. But I am glad she is going; it will give
me a favorable opportunity to work out my plans.”

The next evening found Mrs. Spaulding at Maggie's bed-

. side, holding the fevered hand of the sufferer, bathing her
throbbing temples, and attending her as if she were her
own child. As soon as Magghe was able to be up, she de-
sired to leave for her home. To this both Dr. Bigelow
and Mrs, Spaulding objected, insisting that she must wait
until she had gained sufficient strength for the journey.

“My dear, you had better go home with me,” said Mys.
Spaulding. ¢ The distance is short and the change will do
you good.” .
~ Maggie consented, and a few days later found her en-
sconsed in Mrs. Spaulding’s elegant home. Clara reccived
her with marked coldness, always ignoring her presence
when Mrs. Spaulding was not near. One afternodn, soon
after Maggic's arrival, Dr. Bradwell, his wife, and little
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Daisy were announced. Clara received them cordially;
but, as Mrs. Spaulding was not in the room, she gave them
o introduction to Maggie Wild. Maggie was reclining in
an easy chair, her white, almost. transparent face, half con-
cealed by the bright hair clustering about it in shining
curls, She was robed in a plain blue wrapper, without
ornament, except a slender chain around her neck, to which -
was attached a gold locket. She had been looking at the
contents of the locket, and, when the visitors entered, still
held it open in her hand. Little Daisy, & frank-expres-
sioned child, never attempting to concecal her likes or dis-
likes, ran at once to her, and, throwing her arms around
her neck, said:

«Ilove you! You are pretty and good.”

The words of the child brought color to the invalid’s
faded cheek, and, clasping Dalsy in her embrace, she said:

“Little one; what is your name? Do you live hore? or
are you a bright angel that has slipped through the dobr
of heaven, Wandermg over the earth, trymg to find your
way back to. paradise?”

“My name iz Daisy Bradwell, Mamma sa,ys if I am
very good I shall go to heaven when I die, but my pretty
mamma that lives away off told me that T should never
die.” She said she would take me to live with ker and little
Lillie, far over the mountains, where the flowers' are so
bright and the birds sing so sweetly. Little Lillie has a
birdy it i like gold; she holds it in her hand, and it does
not fly away. Did yon ever see my pretty mamma?”’ con-
tinuned the child, playing with Maggie’s curls.

Meanwhile, Mrs Spaulding had entered the room, and
supposing that Clara had introduced Maggie to her friends,.
she at once entered into conversation with them, and no -
one but the doctor and Maggie had heard the remaiks of
Daisy. ‘ C



A GLIMPSE OF THE TRUTH. © 129

At lonwth Mrs. Bradwell said: N

“Dawy, I fear you are tiring the lady with your prattle.
Come here, darling.”

Daisy was twining Maggie’s chain m'ound her fingers,
and, just as her mother called her, she caught sight of the
open locket in Msmgle s hand.

“Let me see it,” she gald, and, taking it in her hand,
she held it up so that the light would fall upon it. As
goon as she saw-the picture she called out in dolight: <O
papa, mammal come, come guick! see, see!”  And she
pointed with one hand to the picturé, her face radiant with
delighs.

“Who is it, Dmsy?” asked her father.

“Don't you see?” and she took the chain from Maggie’s
neek and held the locket before his face.  “It is my pretty
mamma,”’ . g '

At these words the doctor took the locket in his hands
and gazed at it intently. Mre. Bradwell and Mrs. Spauld-
ing also came forward, and all three looked at the sweet
face there miniatured. Mrs. Bradwell was the first to
speak. Looking at Maggie, she said:

“Who is it?"”

“My sister,” replied Maggie.

“Oh! no,” said Daisy. ¢No, lady, she is not your sis-
ter; she is my mamma. Bhe has told me 5o ever and ever
50 many times. She kisses me, and says she loves me a
great deal hetter than she does httle Lillie, for Lillie is only
staying with her, but I am her little girl. Where did you

. get this pmture? Did mgmma bring it to you? I wish
she would bring me one. But this is not half as pretty as
- she i3, She does not wear her silver veil,”

While Daisy was. talking, Dr. Bradwel’'s face ex-

pressed intense anxiety. He looked as though he longed

to retreat from the room, but the searching eyes of Clara
9 :
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were upon him, and he remained quiet. Mrs. Bradwell
listened to the child’s strange words in utter bewilderment,
but Mrs, Spaulding, who had been made acquainted with
Daisy’s eirange expericnces, supposed the child saw some
likeness botween that pictured face and the angel that had
appeared to her in her visions. Guveat as had been the
effect of Daisy's words upon the doctor, his wife, and Mrs,
Spauiding, it bad been yet more powerful upon the feeble
and scnsitive Maggie. ~ At first she had listened with a
smile to the child’s prattle, then, by degrees, a shadow crept
over her face, she turned deathly pale, and a look of in-
tense agony spoke from her large, clear eyes. Her lips
were tightly compressed, and her hands clasped as theugh
in prayer. All except Clara Gordon were too much ab-
sorbed in the picture to notice her. Clara kept het keen,
penetrating eye fixed upon her face, and enjoyed her suf-
fering. DBut intense though it was, it lasted for a few
moments only. Soon Clara saw the shadow depart, the
wave of agony roll away, and the fuce become radiant
with joy indeseribable. As Daisy ceased speaking, Mag-
gie threw herself upon her kaees, clasped the child to her
heart, and éxclaimed, as she covered her face with kisses:

“Daisy! Daisy! I might have known it when I looked
at you. Daisy! Image of the departed! My own sister’s
child !” ‘ :

The doctor sprung to his feet as though a dagger had
entered his heart. Mrs. Bradwell gazed with affrighted
looks from one to another of the group. While all were
speechless with astonishment and dismay, Clara Gordon
stepped forward with the air of a queen, and said, in, a’
cold, harsh voice: o

“This is a disgraceful scene. Poor Mrs. Bradwelll
You are almost frightened to death, That girl is insane.
T repeat it, she is insane.” Then a,pprciaching Dr. Brad-
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well who had sunk into his chair, she added: “Another
Mrs. Loomis; take your child away.”

As Clara ceased speaking, Mrs. Spaukiing turned, and
placing her hand upon her shoulder, said:

“(Nara, what do you mean by asscrting that Miss Wild
is insane?”’

“Y can prove the truth of all T have uttered,” said Clara,
with an undaunted air.

Mrs. Spaulding’s eyes flashed with indignation as she
said : : '

“(Clara, you have no knowledge of Miss Wild's history.”

“J know that she is a sorceress; that she has been in
communion with evil spirits for years; that she was dis-
missed “from two schools, and driven from home because
she was ' consfilered unfit for society, and, at last, she was
proncunced ingane. I have this from the lips of her
father. Such ig the creature to whom you have opened
your doors.”

As she said this she cast upon Mrs. Spaulding a look of
defiance. Mnrg. Spaulding did not veply, but sprung to the
assistance of Maggie, who sunk fuinting upon the floor,
and lay like a broken lily at the feet of Clara. Little
Daisy bent over her caressingly and begged her to open
her ayes. At Mrs. Spa.uldmgs entreaty, Dr. Bradwell
raised the insensible form in hig arms and bore herto her
room, followed by Mre. Spaulding and Daisy, Mrs. Brad-
well remaining in the parlor with Clara.

“(0 Clara, Clara! what does it all mean? my poor head
is so confused I cannot think. What did she say? Oh!
that sharp pain in my side. There! itis gone. Clara,
did she say that Daigy was her child?”. -

“No, no, Mrs. Bradwell,” said Clara rather impatiently.
“Daisy fancied that the picture looked like the one she
hag seen in her dreams, and this girl‘ geeks to take advan-
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tage of it and pass herself off as the sister of your hus-
ba,nd s fivst wife. I presume it was all arranged in her
own mind. She hag heard of Daisy’s visions, and as T
have said, her mind being shattered, it is not difficult for
her to imagine that she is Daisy’s aunt.”

“You say she is insane,” said Mrs. Bradwell.

“Yes, but only at times; she has been shrewd enough to
enlist the sympathy of Mrs, Spaulding.”

“How did you learn her history ¥’ -

“I knew Mrs. Spaulding had become interested in her,
and was afraid that she would be invited to make her home
here, so 1 wrote to Mrs, Bigelow to learn something of the
girl’s past history. She could tell me nothing, but gave
me herfather’s address. 1 at once wrote to him and re-
ceived the information T have given, and much more which
I will tel! you. at some future time.” ,

“ Did youw see this #ir] when you were at the Cure?”

“Yes, and felt a great aversion to hery because I saw that
she was low and unrefined and would not hesitate at any-
thing when she had an object to accomplish.. 1 felt there
must be some sinister motive in her expressions of attach-
ment' to Mrs. Spaulding. I now kmow this is the case.
Mrs. Spaulding is a widow without children, her health is
rapidly failing. This gl knows it, and intends to influ-
ence her to will the bulk of her property to her.”

~“Impossible!”” said Mrs, Bradwell; “an insane person
would never think of that.” -

“8he is only insane at times, and believe mo when I suy
that saintly face conceals as false and vile a heart ag over
beat. Mrs. Spaulding will not believe it. 1 know that
I have offended her by what I have said to-day. I should
not be surprised if she should send me away. It has
always been so0,” she added, sinking back and covering her
faee with her handkerchief, “if I try to save a fricud from
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imposition I am sure to be despised for it. My best and
purest motives are always misunderstood or misconstrued.
I have not a friend in the world. I wish I was dead! I
believe I will kill myself.”

“Clara, do not speak those dreadful words; T am your
friend; my house shall be your home as long as yon will.
Go home with me to-day; my hushand and I will be de-
lighted to have you with us,  Say that you will go, Clara.”

Thig invitatior was just what the artful Clara designed.
She feared she could no longer remain with Mrs. Spauld-
ing, and lea.vg the city she would not. However she did
not promise’to go with' Mrs. Bradwell, prefesring to w afltd
and hear what Mys. Spaulding would say at their next in-
terview. In her heart shc koped Mys. Spaulding would
drive her from the house. This would enlist the sympa-
thle§ of Dr. Bmdw ell and aid in the furtherance of her plan.

o - . .
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CHAPTER XXV.
A SPIRIT CLAIMS DAISY.

WaiLe Clara and Mrs. Bradwell were conversing in the
parlor, a very different scene was being presented in Mrs.
Spaulding’s private room. Maggie Wild lay uponthe bed,
every vestige of color gone from lip and cheqk her white
hands clasped, her large eyes windering from Dr, Brad-
well to Mrs. Spaulding, then resting upon Daisy with o
troubled and perplexed expression.

“Oh! I remember now,” she said slowly, passmg her
hand across her brow, as if to recall her scattered thonghts.
Meeting Dr. Bradwell's penetrating glance she dropped her
hands from her face, and, rising to a sitting posture, said:
“Dr. Bradwell and dear Mrs. Spaulding, you both look
perplexed. I do not wonder; but helieve me when I a}}y
that I no morc understand what has passed than you ('t
This locket contains the likeness of an only sister, WhG‘

I am quite sure Daisy has never seen.” o

“Qh! yes T have,” sail Daisy, coming forward and okl
ing the locket in her hand; “I have seon mamms g great ﬁ
many times.”

“Miss Wild,” said the doctor, giving no attention to the
words of Daisy, “how long has it been since the marriage *
of your sister?”’ /

“Twelve years,” !

“You have seen her during that time?”

“Not once. She married against my father’s will, and.
I was not permitted to correspond with her.” -

¢
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“Do you remember the man she married?”
“ Perfectly.”

“Did he bear any resemblance to me?”
“Not the slightest.” ‘

. “Ig your sister living ?”

“I believed so until to-day.”

“What has led you to doubt it?”

“Dulﬂy s words, and the appearance of my smter g spirit
before me just as I fainted.”

“Do I understand you te say that you saw the spirit of
~ your sister?” .

- “I certainly saw her. Bhe dvew ncar, throw her arms
around Daisy, and whispered to me, ‘Love my child.’”

For some moments Dr. Bradwell was speechless. At
last he zaid:

“I married my first wife in Spain. In less than two
years she died.. Daisy is her child. Thave loved her with
more than the tenderness of a mother.”

Here an expression of pain crossed his face, and he
walked to the window to conceal his emotion. Maggie put
her arms around Daisy and drew her close to her.

“I love you,” whispered the child, “and will stay with you
until my pretty mamma-comes to take me to live with her
and Lillie.”

Maggie stroked the bright locLs of the child, but made
ne reply to her words, ‘

“There is evidently some mistake here,” said Mrs.
Spaulding. It is possible that Daisy may have seen the
spirit of Maggio’s sister, and, as that lady appears accom-
panied by a little girl, it is not impessible that she hag
spoken to Daisy, and ecalled her ‘her child;’ or, it ig possible
that Dalsys mother bears a strong resemblance fo Mag-
gle g gister.”

. “That is what I cannot understand,” said the doctor.
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“This lady iz represented as being fair, with blue eyes and
golden curls My wife had the davk, rich beauty of a
Spanigh lady., Heretofore Thave tried to keep Daisy away
from these supernatural influences; I shall do so no longer;
perhaps, by encouraging it, T may solve this mystery.
Miss Wild, Mrs. Spaulding has told me that you have the
power to see and commune with the spirits of the departed;

if go, ask your sister why she returns, and Why she claimg.

Dmsy as her child.”

© A smile lighted up the face of Maggie as she answered:

“Dr, Bradwell, I have not the power to call spirits into
_my presence at any time, nor to compel them to answer
my questions.”

“Seek not to lift the veil until you are better prepared
for the facts it will reveal,” said Daisy, in a 'clear, strong
voice. -

“This is torture!” said the doctor. “Whoever or what-
ever you are, angel or devil, T command you to answer
my questions. Why do you come to disturb the peace of
my family? Who aré you that darc assert a claim to my
child? Come out from behind the screen! Talk no more
by hints and symbols, but speak out; say what you.would
say in plain language, and let the consequences be upon
my head! Cease tormenting my child by your presence.’

No answer came to his questions, although Daisy ap-
peared to be under a powerful control.

“I have given you an opportunity to express your wishes;

1 have asked for an explanation of the manifestations at .

my house; you have refused to speak, have refused to ex-
- plain, and now, in the name of Almighty Ged and his son,

through whom we all hope for salvation, [ command you to
depart! withdraw your diabolical influence from my child !

A low, musieal laugh burst from the lips of Daigy, a
convulsive shudder agitated her slight form, her hand was



g
A SPIRIT CLATMS DAISY. 187
disengaged from Maggie, and slowly she commenced ascend-

ing in the air: up, up, several feet from the floor; there
she stood in full view of the little group. Not a word was
spoken; the doctor sat as though suddenly turned to stone.

“You have commanded us to depart. Shall we take
Daisy with us?” said the voice that had so often spoken,
through the lips of Daisy.

“Oh! no; no! my God! have mercy and give me hack
‘my child!”

“Be not afraif,”’ said the voice; “we do not wish to re-
move her from earth but only to show you how weak iz
your arm of flesh, and how incapable of breaking the tie
that binds me to this child. We wish her no harm, and
love hier more, fur more, than it is possible for you to love
her. Daisy is not your child—she is mine: You arc her
guardian and protector.”

“Demon of falsehood!” eried the doetor, sprmgmc to
his feet, for the moment forgetting his horror of the unseen

.power. “Have I not watched over her infaney, sot by
her eradle hour after hour, taught the little hands to play
and the little feet to walk? Have I not worshiped her
ag 1 did her mother? Ts she not mine, my own,as the
blood in my veins is my own? Begone! you who would
rob me of my only treasure! You have come up from the
tartarean pit with frand upon your tonguc' ’

, “Listen,” said the same sweet voice. ¢ Little Lillic was
your child; she is now with me. I care for her as you
care for my Daisy. Are you content? You have forced
the truth from me! The river of death lies hetween you
and your child. ’'Tis my wish to restore her to you. "Tis
for you to say whether the pathway shall be made plain
and the beautiful bud which now blooms in Paradise glad-
den your heart by Ler presence.”

The voice ecased, and Daisy was moved through the air
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to the bed upon which Maggie was reclining, and, bending
down over her, whispered: ‘
“Magpie, my sister, how I have longed to converse with
you; but the hour had not come; I dared not veveal my-
self. I have mueh tosay to you, but not to-day. Maggie,
our mother is with me. You must go to father as soon as
your strength will permit.  Save Anna if possible.”
- A kiss, and the influence was snddenly withdrawn,
causing Daisy to fall to the floor. Mrs. Spanlding raised
her tenderly in her arms and found that she was unhurt.
Mrs. Spaulding then gave her attention to Dr, Bradwell
who sat motionless as if transfixed with death, since hear-
ing the, to him, terrible words of the spirit. It was some
time before she could rouse him; he seemed to have but
) one thought, and that was that in some way he had lost a
right to Daisy, that in some way she was going to be taken
from him. Not until he heard Mre. Bradwell calling him,
did he succeed in arousing himself sufficiently to rejoin
her below stairs, even then refusing to let go of Daisy’s .
hand. As he left the room he turned to Mrs. Bpaulding
and said: ‘ .
“There is a conspiracy to rob me of my child, but T will
not let her leave my sight for one moment.”
As he entered the room where his wife awalted him,
Clara Gordon noticed his extrome paleness, and whispered
to Mre. Bradwell: B
“Sec how pale hé is. Do not let him come here again
as long as this sorceress, Maggie Wild, is in the honse.”

e
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CHAPTER XXVI.

THE DIEGUISE. .

S0 indignant was Mrs. Spaulding at the conduet of
Clara, that she determined she should remain in her home
no longer. She had given Maggie Wild a history of her
aequaintance with Clara, and ended by saying:

“I believe I have done my duty by her, and this last act
of selfishness has made her so disagreeable that T cannot
consent 1o her vemaining longer.”

Maggie plead carnestly that Clara’s fault might he over-
Jooked. =

“{lara is not to blame for disliking me; our likes and
dislikes are beyond onr control. She may think she has a
good reason for attempting to destroy the friendship that
exists between ws.  You will forgive her, Mrs. Spaulding.
I am sure your kind heart cannot cherish bitter feclings
against any one. 1 shall soon leave you. Let her remain.
Do not compel her to return to the gloomy life from which
your kindness has rescued her.” - .

Mrs. Spaulding yielded to Maggie’s entreatics, and con-
sented that Clara’s offense should be passed by. Iow
Clara’s turbulent spirit would have revolted had she known
that Mrs. Spaulding’s forbearance was purchased by her
love for Maggie.

The evening subsequent to'the eventful visit of the Brad-
wells, Forest and IHarry Young were announced. It was

“the first time Harry had called sinee his illness. Maggie

was in the parlor when they entered. Forest remembered
seeing her at the Cure; to Harry she was an entire stran-




140 THE GOLDEN KEY.
ger. As usnal with Maggie, she shrunk within herself at
the approach of strangers, but Mrs. Spaulding was not
- willing that her favorite should remain silent and unnoticed,
She knew the wealth of that beautiful spirit, and was desi-
rous that Forest should enjoy the intellectual treasures
that were buried in the great storehounse of her mind. She
made an effort to draw Maggie into conversation. Maggie,
ever ready and anxious to please her friend, obeyed her

evident wish, and was soon enga,god in an animated dis-
course with Harry.

The events of the past few weeks had Wlought a great
change in Harry Young, and the clear thoughts and earnest
words of Maggie found a ready response in bis soul. He
had thought her very plain, but soon forgot her personal
appearance while listening to the, to him, new truths so_
beautifully presented by her. Forest, too, had become
deeply interested in the subject of their conversatinn, and,
while looking at Clara, had not lost a word of Maggie’s
talk. Clara perceived this, and, although she had never
loved Forest, she could not endure the thought that another
should rival her in his estimation. She realized that Mag-
gie was her superior intellectually and spiritually. She felt
that hoth Forest and Harry were conscious of this, and she
hated Maggie tenfold more than before. Maggie, all un-
congelous of the bitter, jealous feelings that, like scorpions,
were stinging the soul of Clara, continued to pour forth
her elogquent words. She was talking upon a theme of the
greatest interest to her, the proof of the individuality of
the spirit after death, its power to return and linger near
the friends it loved on earth.

“And you smcerely believe this to be possible?” said
Harry.

“TFaith is lost in knowledge. I know this to he true,”
replied Maggie. .
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- «“What a vast sum of knowledge could be derived from
[ such a source! The reality of the existetice of a spiritual
' zone would be of more value to humanity than any discov-
ery that scicnce has ever made,” said Forest.

“Yes,” responded Harry, “the positive proof of a real
spiritual home, and a knowledge of the customs and pur-
" euits of those who people it, must touch a chord of personal

intercst in every soul, a8 a description of a country of which
we arc all some day to he inhabitants.” ‘

“You say that you have had glimpses- of o spiritual
world, . Will you be go kind as to relate something of your
experience?’” gaid Forest, in a tone of decp carnestness.

«T shall be happy to comply with your request, but when
in my normal condition it is impossible to find language
adequate to bring to the mind even a faint conception of
the unspeakable glory of the realm of soul life, but I will
try and do the best I can.”

At this moment ithe deor-hell sounded, and immediately
a servant entered who said that two gentlemen had arrived

« who requested to sec Mrs. Spaulding. Mrs. Spaulding
desired to be excused o few moments, requesting Maggie
to defer the recital until her return.

When Mrs. Spaulding entered the roception room, she
found it occupied by the gentlemen referred to, one a tall,
ministerial-looking young man, with a hard, iron cast of
countenance, bringing to mind the description given of the
unyielding John Calvin. The othey was wrapped in a dark
cloak, which extended almost to his feet; the deep collar
wag turned up, concoaling the lower part of his face; on
his head he wore a cloth cap brought down over his eyes.
The most that could be scen of the man was a profusion
of red hair, which the small cap could not cover. He wore
a pair of spectacles, ev1dent1y t0 conceal hig cyes. As Mrs.
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Spanlding entered, the ministerial looking gentleman arose
and said:

“This is M. Spauldmg, I believe. ‘\Iy name is West;
T ama Pr esbytermn II]]Ill“tLI‘, Lpre cachin the Charel,
on the avenue.” '

Mrs, Spaulding, bowing, answered: “Mi. West, I
have attended your church several times w1thm the last
ye‘u

“T have callod with a friend this evening, who has
heard that you have here a lady by the name of' Wild, and
who ig desirous of seeing her.”

Mrs. Spaulding glanced at the cloaked figure, who had
not spoken since he entered the room; then furning to
Mr. West, she said: .

“Miss Wild is engaged this evening, and unless your
business is urgent, it Would be more convenient for her to
see you at some future time.”

“We must sco her to-night,”” he replied. “My friend
leaves ‘the city to-morrow, and it would be a great disap-
pointment if he fails to see her before he starts,”

_ After some hesitation, Mrs. Spaulding left the room to
speak to Maggie.

“Yes, I will see them,” said Maggie. It is probably
some patient who wishes to test my clairvoyant powerd.”

Mys. Spaulding accompanied Maggle into the reom
where the strangers waited, presented her to Mr, West,
and then withdrew. Mr, West fixed his cold, steel-like
eyes upon the young girl, and in & metallic voice said:

“We are told that you profess to hold communion with
the dead.” .

Maggie at a glance read the man and fully understood

_that she must summon all her positive power, and looking
him steadily in the eye, she answered:
“There are no dead.”




THE DISGUISE. 143
“You krow what I mean,” said the man, coloring with
anger; “you elaim to have seen supernatural sights, and
to hzwe heard supernatural gounds. I this true?”
“You have heen -misinformed,” replied Maggic; I
have never heard or seen anything supernatural.”
. “What! do you deny having professed to bave seen
and eonversed with spirits?”’
“I have both seen and conversed with those who once
" lived on this earth,” replied Maggio.

“Why could you not have given that answer at ence!”
said Mr. West, in a bitéer and hnpatient tone, and without
‘waiting for a reply, he continued: “Of course I do not
beheve it to be possible for any one to receive tidings from
the dead, but I have o friend here who believes otherwise.

~ Now,if you can do as you profess, call up your spirits and
tell him what he wants to know.” ,

“I have no power to compel spirits to return and im- ‘
part information to me or others. I do not eontrol them,
and am but an instrament in their hands. However, I
will see if they are willing to speak to your friend.”

“No tricks, now; I shall watch you closely,” said Mr,
West, as Maggie moved her chair further from him. A
smile was her only answer; as ghe folded her hands and
closed her eyes. Soon in a voice entirely unlike her own,
she saids '

“Think you that clear spirit eyes
Cannot pieree this poor disguise?
Next time you come in seareh of truth
‘Conie as you are, a noble youth,
Seeking to look beyond this lifc
To hear from her, your spirit wife.
Know this, she lives and is the same;
Lottie, sweet Lottie, was her name.”
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Here she paused, and turnmg to Mr. West, in a strong
voice she said:

“Your brother, J oseph West, who died two years ago,
stands by your side.”

Here followed a description of the spirit. When fin-
ished, she again turnéd to the other visitor, who had
thrown aside his cloak, cap, and wig, standing revealed
as Clarvence, the young man present at the death bed of
Lottie, the prima-donna. Ile was much agitated, and
coming forward he said in an earnest voice:

“Tell me, oh! fell me! does Lottie still live? aud is it
possible for her to speak to me?” '

The controlling spirit replied briefly to his questions,
assuring him that Lottic and other friends wove present;
that he was as dear to her as before she crossed the river '
of death; that she had much to say to him ai a future
time; that he need not come disguised, for she could
prove her identity and satisfy him beyond a doubt that
she still lived. ITe was requested to see Maggie again,
but to come alone. The last remark seemed to anger the
minister, who had been surprised and awed at the appear-
ance of Maggie, the change in her voice, the readiness
with which the disguise of his companion had been de-
tected, the accurate deseription and name of his brother,
and the communication given to Clarence. All this had
kept him silent. up to this time. e stamped his foot upon
the floor, saying: r

“This is soveery, this is witeheraft; it is denounced by
the Bible! We are forbidden to seek information from the
dead, and commanded to put to death all who have a fa-
miliar spirit. Girl! you shall be punished for this heresy.
I am fighting on the Lord’s suie, and I w111 never rest until,
you are brought to justice.” :

During these remarks, the influence was slowly withs
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drawn from Maggie, so that she heard his closing words,
and when she opened her eyes and looked at his face, dark
with pagsion, a shudder went through Ler slight form, and
her pale face became a shade whiter. Summoning all her
_strength, and fixing her eyes upon him, she said:

“Mr. West, I am in the hands of God and the angels.
I have been chosen as an instrament to give the evidence
of spirit communion to the world. I am young, and life
is to me beautiful, but if this truth demand it, I will lay
down iy life, to take it up again upon a h]gher plane, and
labor the more earnestly for principles which are to regen-
crate the world.”

Then glancing at the other side of the room, great was
her surprise to see Clarence. She extended her hand, and -
‘expressed pleasure at the meeting. DPointing to the dis-
guise he had worn, she asked:

“Why did you do it¥’

“Mr. West so directed; it was to satisfy him.”

Hereupon Mr. West called to Clarence, saying:

“T am going: come along. As you value your souls
salvation, do not tarry here longer; the very ajr seems hot
as the breath of Batan. Come.”

Clarence bade Maggle a hasty farewell, whispering, “I
will come again,”” and was gone.

16
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COAPTER XXVII.

ADRIFT IN THE TEMPEST.

TrE morning following, Clara Gordon requested a pri-
vate interview with Mrs. Spaulding. As soon as they
were alone, Clara asked:

“How long does Maggie Wild expect to remain here?”

“Until her health is suﬂicwntly restored to cnable her
to continue her journey,” said Mrs. Spaulding.

.Clara was beating the floor with her slippered foot and
manifesting other signg of impatience. It was evident
that there was something she wished to say, but feared to
trust herself to speak lest she should say too much. Mrs,
Spaulding noticed her perplexity but did not attempt to
assist her. At last Clara broke the silence,

«“Mrs. Spaulding, you are aware that I-do not like this
girl; she is extremely disagreeable to me, and I have heen
thinking it would he well for me to go to Mrs. Bradwell’s

- and Temain there until your visitor takes her departure.”

A flush was manifest on Mrs. Spauldlngs face as she
answered: ‘

¢“(Clara, if you will take the advice of one who hag had
more expericnce in life than you have, you will not go to
Dr. Bradwell’s again.”

“Why not?” said Clara excitedly.

“Do you wish me to answer your questlon?

“(Certainly I do.
your most intimate friends; their position in society is not
to be questioned. Yes, I would like to know your reason
for this advice.”

Mrs. Bradwell and her husband are
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“I will give it in few words. When you came here a
few months since, Mrs. Bradwell was a happy woman, ler
husband cheerful and contented. A more united and har-
monious family could not be found in this city, Now
mark the -change. Mrs, Bradwell is slowly bus surely
sinking under the weight of some mental sorrow; she jg

sad, listless, and disheartened; all her inter st in Life scems -

to be lost. The doctor is thoughtful and pre-occupied,
careless and indifferent to the surroundings pertaining to
his domestic life.”

“What have I to do wn;h all that?” said Clara in an an-
gry tone.

“Clara Gordon, 1 have been watchmg you closely for
the last two months. I know that you have made every
effort in your power to win the admiration of Dr. Brad-
well.  Your beauty, wit, and talent have shown in strong
contrast with his negative, childlike wife. Clara, I feel
that you have sown the seeds of discord in that family.
You have destroyed the confidence cxisting between hus-
. band and wife. Youn have taken to yourself the affections
that rightly belong to another. Clara, it is not yet too
late to unde your work; take my advice; return at once
to your old home, never see Dr. Bradwell again: it is for
your happiness as well as for his and his wifo’s

“Your words are the most insulting to which T ever
have ligtened,”” eried Clara, in a transport of fury. “There
is not another person in the wotld who would dave to talk
to me.as you have. You acknowledge that you have
watched me. I thought you superior to the meanness of
playing the part of a spy! I am amazed that you should
suspect, for one moment, that I would stoop to such a
crime as you have charged to me, for it ig a crime. I love
Mus, Bradwell as a sister; the doctor I respect and esteem
as an honorable man. Mrs. Spaulding, your cruel words
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have offaced the obligation felt for all your former kind-
nesses. Your dark suspicions and unjust accusations will |
burn like red hot eoals into my soul. I gons you have
requested, but not to the old life into which you wounld
consign me. I go from your house this day, this hour; go
to friends who know how to appreciate true and noble mo-
tives. But I shall nover, no, never forget the eharges you
have made against me this morning, and if you ever breathe
a word of them to another, as true az my name is Clara
Gordon I will have my revenge. You know me well
enough to be assured that this is no idle threat.”

With eyes blazing with rage, she left the room, slam-
ming the door after her, bounded up stairs like an un-
chained tigress, and gaining her room, cried:

“1 have lost it, I have lost it! I have plotted and planned
and told falsehoods enough to drag a thousand souls to per-
dition, and now when her heatth is fzuhng and I feel my-
self almost in possession of the wealth for which I would
barter my soul, it slips from my grasp, and will be he-
stowed upon one more hateful to me than the demon that
is leagued with Mra. Loomis. It ghall noet be!” and che
stamped her foot in uncontrellable fury. 1 have but two
objects in life; one to become the wife of Dr. Bradwell,
the other to seeure this fortune, and T will not be haflled—
no! not even though I must call upon the evil one to help
me to accomplish my purpose. But there is a sweet drop
of delirious joy in this cup of venom. Mrs. Spaulding did
not know that a few of her words took away the sting of
all the rest. She intimates that the doctor loves me. I
had not dared to hope so, but if others see it, it must be a ‘
reality. Oh! blissful thought! T would be willing to saffer
for ages could T but know this to be trué.” There is noth-
ing I wotild not dave, to secure lis love. Every obstacle
must be removed. What care I if my soul be stained with
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a crime the world will never forgive? the world has roth-

‘ ing to do with xe, or my inner Life. I told Mrs. Spauld-
\ ing that I loved Mrs. Bradwell;. I do, and T would love to
sce her at vest. She is unhappy here and can never be
othevrwise, but there she will be forever at resé. Il do
this at onece! Who will help me? Come, ye demons of &
darkness! aid me to press forward my mes to vietory,
lelp me to live a gay, brilliant life, and take my soul ns
your reward after death.” .

A loud coarse laugh echeed through the room, a thick,
heavy voice sounded from mid air, saying:

I will aid you, but yours soul must pay the forfeit whcth-
er you succeed or Lot."”

Clara was at heart a coward, and when this ‘unexpect-
ed answer came at her summons, an wnearthly ‘pallor over-
spread her face and she leaned against the wall for support.

“No,no!” she eried, putting out her hands as if to fond
off an approaching power of harm.” “I do not want your
belp; do not come near me. Go away! go away!”

“Coward!” muttered a voice close to her ear, “we did
not come to aid you to carry ont your infernal plan, but
to give you a last warning.. Your cffort will fail, and if
you do not desist, your life will pay the penalty, Repent,

. repent! seek a noble purpose in life: leave the city to-day
“to return no more.”

“Never!” shrieked Clara; “I defy you! I will never
yield my purpose, save with my life.”

“Then your blood be upon your own head!” spoke the -
voice in solemn tone.

There was a sound as of flapping wings, then all was
still. Clara sunk into a chair paralyzed with fears The
exciteraent had been so intense that when withdrawn she
was left without the power of thought or motion, Hours
passed, and when Mrs, Spauldipg entered her room, she
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found Clara pale and motionless as a COpse. M. Spauld-

ing was tervified, assisted to place her upon the bed, and, -

scarcely realizing what she was doing, sent for Dr. Brad-
well. An hour passed before he arrived, and during the
time Clara had not moved, or given a sign of life,

“She is dead!” ejaculated Mrs. Spaulding, walking up
and down the room and wringing her hands in dgony, “she
is dead and I am her murderer! O Maggic, Maggie! what
ghall I do? God knows I did not mean 1t 1 spoke onffy for
her good. I shall never, never have anothor pea.ccful mo-
ment of life!  Clara, Clara, open your eyes! speak to me;
say you forgive me! Oh! why did I censure her so se-
verely? TIhave no right to be her judge, and she so young,
go inexperienced. I have killed her! This is the way I
have fulfilled my.trust, taken her from a life of dreariness
only to-cast her into the gloom of the grave. O God I for-
give, forgive, and pity me.” ‘

Meanwhile Maggie Wild was sitting quietly in the room,
her eyes fixed intently upon the inanimate form of Clara.
Grradually a calm and heautifal influence secmed to fil} the
room. Maggie’s face became radiant with light from the
unseen world, and in a mild voice she said:

“Mrs, Spaulding, weep not; Clara is not dead.” -

Before another word could be spoken, the door opened,
and Dr: Bradwell entered. He seemed In an instant to
comprehend the state of affairs, and, asking no questions,
went at once to the bedside, and after a survey of the pa-
tient, prepared restoratives, and, aided by Mrs. Spaulding,
sncceeded in bringing back vitality to the seemingly lifeless

form. Very little was said, the doctor appearing perfectly

calm and collected. K After protracted efforts, Clara opened
her eyes and gave signs of reviving consciousness. - Mrs.
Spauldmg and Dr. Bradwell were standing side by side,

Ve
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and as Clara gave these evidences of returning life, he
turned to Mrs. Spauldlng, and, with a look of joy, said:

“She lives.” -

“Thank God!" exclaimed Mrs. Spaulding.

It was some time before Clara could speak, or compre-
hend the past, and as soon as it was ascertained that all
danger wag over, Mra. Spaulding’s strength failed her and
- she was obliged to yield to the entreaties of Maggie and be

conducted to her room.

“Now lic down and let me hathe your head,” said the
gentle Maggie.
~ As her magnetic hand passed over the weary brow, a
great load seemed to be vemoved, and gradually the excited

“brain became quiet. Dr. Bradwell was alone with Clara,
one of her hands was resting in his, her hair was unbound
and lay loosely upon the plllow, her brllha,nt eyes wcre
fixed upon him with tenderness.

“You are better,” said he, as Mrs. Spaulding and Mag-
gie left the room. No reply came from the compressed lips.

“(lara, will you not speak to me? do you not know who
Tam?”

Still no reply.

“Clara, Clara,” he repeated, “you are conscious; can '
you not speak?”

A deep sigh was the only answer. He was puzzled; he
wag certain that Clara heard his voice, that she recognized
him, and could not understand why she refused to speak.
e made nother attempt. Placing his face still closer to
hers, he said.

“(lara Gordon, speak to'me, I implore you!”

Tn an instant her arms were thrown around his neck,
and low, undistinguishable words came through her parted
lips. Te felt her warm breath upon his face, and tried to
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unfasten the firm eclasp of her hands. This seemed to
arouse her, and quickly thrusting him away, she said:
Do not come so near; you smother me, T am better,
but I will not do as these demons would compel me. Iam
alone, all alone. See how the waves rise around me.
Ha! T am going down, down! Dui. Bradwell was my
~ friend, but ke will not 2id me; and yet I—would give my
goul, my hope of immortality, to know that he loved me.”

Her cheeks glowed with brilliant erimson, her wild words
sunk-at times almost into incohereney. ’

“Be quiet,” said the doctor, placing his hand upon her

_head, “this agitation may endanger your life.”

“Would you care if I were dead?”

“Yes, Clara; how could I but regret to see you pass
from life so young.” '

“Regret!” she repeated ironically, turning her face from
him. Then with a sudden movement shée again threw her
arnis sround his neck, saying:

“You are good and noble and true, but no one lmow&
your worth, no one understends you, no one loves you;
will you let me worship you as I would a god?”

These words were spoken in a hegitating, half artieulate
manner. : ‘

“Yes, yes,” replied he, thinking her delirious, “you -
shall worship me as a god, and I shall require my subject
to be obedient. Now you must stop talking and rest, I
will sit by your gide and read to you.”

Clara’s arms dropped; the color fled from her lips and
check. Silently great tears rolled down her face. She
was very still; she did not hear a word that he was read-
ing, - She had but one thought; that all her efforts had
proved f{ruitless. She had won other hearts only to tram-
ple them under her feet, and now she had poured forth all

the strength of her soul only to feel its stormy billows -




ADRIFT IN THE TEMPEST. . 158

driven back upon herzelf from the roc‘k‘y walls of indiffer-

ence. 1t was a fearful shock to her who had just begun
to hope that her hour of triumph was at hand.” The doc-
tor thought she was sleeping, and rising softly, stole from
the room. Little dreamed he of the dark emotions surg-
ing through that turhulent soul.

“Are you better, Clara?” spoke the soft voice of M(Lg-
gie Wild, entering her room softly, after the doctor’s
departure

For full five minutes Clara looked at the speaker with-
out answering Her question, then in a hard, cold voice, she
said: “Gol”

Maggie realized that her presenco was 1epulswe, and
immediately left the room.

Clara, left alone, clasped her hands and closed her eyes

as if to shut out some unpleasant sight. Several times dur--

ing the afternoon the servant looked into her room, and
invariably made the same report, that she was sleeping.
But repose fled from the storm-tossed soul.” Clarva had

" -been reviewing the past, trying to divine the cause of her ’
failures, and laying her plans for the future. - Towards

evening she arose, arranged her toilet, and commenced
preparations for her departurc. She had just completed
them, when Dr. Bradwell and his wife were announced.
The doctor was surprised to find Clara in the drawing-
room, and astonished at the cold, icy manner in which she
received him. While he sat apart, conversing with Mrs.
Spaulding, Clara addvessed his wife, saying:

“Mrs. Bradwell, events have occurred in this house to-
day, which make it nccessary for me to leave. I go
to-morrow merning.”’ :

“What has happened? Where are you going? You
are not able to travell”
“At some future time I shall tell you of my sufferings

i
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here. I am going back to the village of N Yes,
Mrs. Bradwell, I am ill, but the journey can no more than
kill; I wish it would do that! I caumot stay here longer.
That girl’s presence seems to poison the very atmosphere,”

“Come, then, and make your home with me. You know
you have partly promised to do so. Come, return with us
to-night; say that youw will, and I will make the necessary
excuses to Mrs. Spaulding.”

Clara's manner grew a,glmted, ag if there were some-
thing upon her mind to which she wished to give expres-
sion, yet feared to do so.

“Whatis it that troubles you, dear?” asked Mrs. Brad-
well.  ““Speak freely, tell me all.”

“Mrs. Bradwell, your hugband hates me; he hates me,
though T have never given him occasion. I will not. re-
main in the house of one to whom I am conscious of heing
disagreeable.” ‘

“You are very much migtaken, Clara; he esteems you
highly.”

Clara’s proud lip curled, and she shook her head. Mus.

. Bradwell looked perplexed and made no response, but on
the first opportunity she sought' her husband, and talked
with him aside. When ghe returned to Clara, she was ac-
companied by him, and both united in urging Clara to
accept a home with them. . For some time she seemed im-
movable, but finally yielded to their ontreaties, and that
night Clara Gorden left Mrs. Spanlding’s house forever.

R
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CHAPTER XXVIIL
CELESTIAL MESBAGES.

SLowry Maggic Wild recovered her strength. Every
day she became dearer to Mrs. Spaulding, who looked for-
ward with sorrow to the time when Maggie must leave her.
Maggie felt that hor tired soul had found a place of rest,
but she knew it was to continue but for a season, that soon
ghe must go out to meet the confliets of life. Maggic

. dreaded to leave her friend, yet. felt that duty called her

to her ¢old home. The voice of anm angel mother and an
only sister had called to her from the higher life, and she
realized that there must be o reason for the call.

Three weeks had passed since Clara’s departure, and
Maggie was sufficiently recovered to commence her long
and tiresome journey. The evening before’ her setting
out, she was alone with Mrs. Spaulding in the pleasant

parlor. The room was not lighted, save wrch the warm,
rich glow, thrown out by the burmr}g coals.

“I Jove to sit in this soft light,” said Maggie. It scems

_ that the angels come neater, and their thoughts ave received

more clearly than in the bu,ghtness of gas-light. I hope
no one will eome to disturb us to-night. There is a bean-
tiful influence here; the entrance of a third person would
destroy its harmony. Mrs. Spaulding, I have been sad at
the thought of leaving you, and yet I have nover been so
happy as to-night. I fecl as though I did not touch the
earth: a calm and holy influence seems to have lifted me
above the material life, and like a cloudlet T drift on and
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om, seeing, hearing, knowirg nothing, only conscious of
perfect happiness.  What can it mean?”

At this moment the door opencd, and agervant ahnounced
a gentleman in waiting to see Miss Wild, Mapgie scemed
to be unconscious of the announcement. Mrs. Spaulding,
observing that Mageie did not respond, avose and left the |
room to see the visitor, whom she found to be Clarence.
He said that he had suceeeded in getting away from Mr.
West, and had come to learn if it were possible for him to
hear from Lottie.

“J have been so anxious,” he gaid, “to know more, It
circumstances have prevented my coming. Can I sce Miss
Wild to-night? and is there any hope that I may receive
anything definite in regard to Lottie.”

- Mrs. Spaulding was acquainted with Clarence’s history.,
She greeted him kindly, told him of Maggie’s condition,
and said: ‘

““You may ‘gointo the parlor if you wish; you may hear .
something of interest, but I do not think that Maggic will
be conscious of your presence.” :

He gladly accepted the invitation, and soon was sitting
by the side of Maggie. She did not in any way appear to
recognize him. The light from the burning embers shone
upon her face, and revealed the intense brilliancy of her
eyes. Soon after Mrs, Spaulding and Clarence were seated,
Maggie said: : ‘

“I see away into space. There are many magnetic
rivers shining like silver. I sec what I shall call atmos-
pherie hills and mountains. On one of these beautiful
rivers, whose every wavelet breathes a note of musie, I see
a boat approaching the earth; it containg eight spirits; all
seem joyous and happy. There is one tall, dark-complex-
ioned man, having the appearance of a foreigner; he seems
to have the control. They are coming nearer, Ah! how
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beauntiful, how radiantly beautiful they are! Ah! theyare
stepping out. There is Lottie; but, oh! how changed! the
face is round and radiant with the light of happiness. A
light, cximson robe floats around her form. Ilow graceful
her movements!  She ig drawing near.  There is anothey
group, and one figure is so radiant, I'cannot desciibe her,
She s covered with pearls, or what resembles them; her
heautiful hair is bright as gold, and hangs Like a veil almost
to her feet. Pearls upon her neck, arms, and amid her
' curls, and adorning lier dress of spotless white. Near her
is another spirit who secms closely conneeted with her.
She has an intelligent and beautiful conntenance, but wiil
not compare with the one I have described, whose name,
I am sure, must be PeARL. The other to whem I have
- alluded iz Syrva; and there is yet another lady in the
- group, but I cannot get her name. There are also two
gentlemen who scem to be ‘strorigly attached to SyLva
and the other lady. The foreigner is by the side of Lottie,
and on the other side her mother. PzArL stands aloue.
. What 'can it mean? - She seems to be with the others, and
yet separated from them. They come!

El “Now I see a ponderous door. On this side it looks dark
like rusty iron; but I can see through it, and on the in-
side it is laid with gems and adorned with strange designs
which I cannot comprehend. Beyond this door is a veil,
which upon this side looks dark and heavy, but is, in fact;
as light and fleeey as "a cloudlet, and easily swayed back-
ward and forward. Now the tall, dark man draws necar
and waves his hand; the veil is swept aside. In his hand
be holds a large GornexN Kuy; this he inserts in the lock,
and the massive door swings open. Ah! I can see elearly
now! My vision seems boundless, hills and mountains,
lakes and rivers, rosy bowers, vine-clad cottages, smiling
villdges, and citics whose grandeur and magnificence must
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be seen in order to be appreciated. Birds singing, foun-

tains playing, Howers blooming, and men and women going

o
to-and fro, active, energetic, and apparently as muach abtj
sorbed in the realities of that life ag we of earth.are in
ours, Oh! beautiful vision! Now the door is closed
again; 1 see npthing but the river, the beat, and the
spirits; the latter seem very near. Lottie has entered the
room; she moves with the grace of a bird. Why, here is
Clarence! I see him as clearly as if he were really by my
side. Lottiq has placed her arm around his neck and
says: '
¢¢Clarence, behold, I have come to redeem my promise,
to tell you of the spirit-world and the life T am living

there. O my beloved! how lonely I have been without

you, how I have yearned for your presence. I have seen
the shadows through which you have passed and the dark-
ness that has compassed you around, but alas! T eould
not speak to you, or make my presence known. But at
last, a beautiful angel whom they call PEARL came to me
and said that a little band were coming to earth, and they
had a GoLpEN K%Y that would unlock the door that kept
mortals and spirits from communing freely with each oth-
er. They would remove the veil that intercepted the vis-
1on of earth’s children, and permit them to have a glimpse
of the mysteries beyond. I was invited to join their eir-
cle, and oh! how gladly did I avail myself of the oppor-
tunity. I shall gain much wisdom from thé experience of
those highly unfolded minds, but better than all, my Clar-
ence, I shall be enabled to converse with you freely, and
you shall realize that death is powerless to separate us,
Come often to see Maggie or the little child Daisy, T ecan
soon entrance them, and speak to you face to face. Clar-
ence, keep away from Mr. West! Maggie, beware! a

L
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snare is laid for your feet; do not take the routé you in-
tended.””’

These words so startled Maggie, that instantaneously
the vision faded, and she was brought back to her normal
condition. ' '
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CHAPTER XXIX.
THE SPECTER AT THE WINDOW.

Moxtas had passed since Mrs. Loomis left the honse of
Dr. Bradwell, and during all that time she had scen Daigy
but once. Early one morning Daisy had come to her un-
der the control of a higher power, hud thrown her arms
around her neck and sobbed with joy. During that short
interview a load of doubt and uncertainty was taken from
the mind of Mrs. Loomis, and Daisy grew dearer to her
than ever. The child’s stay was brief; in vain did Mrs.
Loomis plead with her to remain; her object fmcomphshcd
she glided from the room almost as noiseless as a spirit.
The merhory of that morning call had cheered the heart
of the lonely woman for many weeks. She had put her
own interpretation upon the visien seen by Daisy on the
day she left Dr. Bradwell's house, and, at the time, she
fully believed that the rainbow of beauty would- yet arch
her life, At other times, faith grew dim, hope faded, and
her heart groped amid the shadows of despair. Such was
her state of mind the day we again introduce her to the
reader. She had passed a restless, sleepless. night; the
cloudy past, with its few bright gleams of sunshme, had
been again and again recalled; the darkness that sui-
rounded her seemed to grow more and more impenetra-
ble. Morning failed to dissipate its gloom, and as the day
wore on she became more and more dejected. She hadno
friend in whom she could confide. She had shunned soci- -
“ety, and her unprepossessing appesrance had a tendency
to cause others to shrink from her. She had lived in the

i FER
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solitude of her own sad heart until cruel thoughts began
to sap the very fountains of her life.

“I can endure this no longer,” she said ment.ﬂ] ; “1
must see them once more!”

It had been snowing all day, and, as the evening ad-
vanced, the storm inereased in fury. But in ler Losom »
wilder storm was raging, a pitiless storm that made her un-
mindful of Surroundmgs
 «T must go,” she said, throwing a cloak around hcr, and
raising the hood so as to almost conceal her head and face,
she started out into the darkness.  Oun, on she walked, the
enow and hail driven into her face and eyes and the rude
blasts of the bitter west wind displacing her cloak until
her teeth chattered as the keen cold struck through every
fiber of her frame. Stil on she went, and entered the
city, but not yet did she pause until she arrived at the gate
leading to the house of Dr. Bradwell. How invitingly
pleasant all appeared! the light was brlghtly shining from
the parlor windows and rich notes of music came floating
out upon the frosty air. She was benumbed by cold; in
that house was warmth; she was in darkness; within there
was brilliant light; she was wretched; within was happi-
ness. A poor, desolate, unfortunate, friendless woman,
and before her light, beanty, happiness and love. Oh! it
wag 2 scene to make pitying angels weep, those angels that
knew her life history and knew who it was that thus con-
trasted her misery with the joy of another.

Slowly she opened the gate and went up the winding
- walk; softly she ascended the steps and going up te the
window pressed her face against the glass. There was a
cheerful fire within, and around it were scated Dr. Brad-
well, his wife, Clara Gordon, and Daisy. Mrs. Bradwell
appeared thin and pale, her hands lying listless in her lap,’

‘her dove-like eyes fixed upon her husband with an expres-
11

f
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sion sad and mournful. Clara Was sitting in the full blaze
of light which hightened and added mew charms to her
Deauty., ‘The docror was stationed on the opposite side of
the room, his hack to the window, with little Daisy upon
his knee. He was caressing her hright locks, often draw-
ing her closer as though he feared she was about to be
taken from himn, )

“They are happy,” murmured the white lips of Mrs.
Loomis. “He is happy: why should I cast my shadow
across his path?”

Could she at that moment have seen the ]ook of care
and anxwty upon - his face, she would have perceived the
error of her judgment, _

“Tg it not time for you to taLc another powder, Muys,
Bradwell2”

Mrs. Bradwell bowed her head without speaking, and
Mara Jeft the room to prepare it.

“8he is ill,”” said Mrs. Loomis who had heard all, “she
ig ill, and he loves her. Oh! that I could be there to do
for her as no other conld do.” '

“Are you no hetter, this evening ¥ th heard Dr. Brad-
well ask, in a kind and gentle tone.

“No better,” she replied.

“I see no reason why you should not 1mp1‘ove you
have no organic affection.”

“T ghall be bctter soon,”” replied Mrs. Bradwell, in a
weak voice.

“Your case is a most singular one,” sald her husband,
rising and going to her side. “I wish Maggie Wild would
return; it Is possible she could glve us some information.”

Cldra Gordon entered the room in time to hear the last
remark. Instantly she became as pale as death, and the
glasy she held in her hand dropped upon the fioor. The
doctor looked up but said not a word; of late he had taken
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a great avergion to Clara, and shrunk from her almost as
much as did Daisy. Clara gathered up the broken frag-
ments and again left the room.

“Btrange 28 it may appear to you,” he remarked, ag
she closed the door after her, “I do not like Clara; I wish
she would go awway; I cannot help feeling that you would
be better without her.”

“No, no!” cried Mrs. Bradwell qulckly “I could not
live without Clara; she is the best friend I have on earth.”

“Oh! yes, mamma, lethey go,” said Daisy.  “Every time
she comes near me the angels fade away.”

Of late Daisy had talked much about the visits of the
angels, and her father had come to look upon her as one
divinely, supernaturally endowed.

“Yes,” she continued, “send her away and bring back
Mrs. Loomis and Maggie: I love them; they are good.”

“When will Maggie return?’ asked the doctor of his wife.

“I do not know,” replied Mrs, Bradwell, indifferently.

“Y understand she has performed some miraculous
cures; she must ‘see you. I want youto get strong and
well again.”

A faint smile brightened the face of Mrs. Bradwell, but
before she could reply Clara again enterved the room, and
the doctor zaid:

“I do not see why our little Daisy cannot tell we what
ails mamma.” 4

Clora was again much agitated, and after a few moments
of silence Daisy said:

“The angels don’t want mamma to take any morc med-
icine: take her away from home.”

Daisy paused, and Clara presented the glass containing
the powder which she had prepared, to Mrs. Bradwell say-
ing as she did so:
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“Ah! little Daisy, the angels are mlsta]xen this tlme.
This medicine is to make your mamma well.”

Mrs, Bradwell drank the econtents of the glass and
handed it to Clara, who received it with a smile, placed it
upon a small table and then walked to the window.

“Great heavens!” she exclaimed, starting back and
throwing up both hands in horror.

«What is it?” asked the doctor, startled by her ve-
Liemence.

“] saw-—oh!—T saw the spirit of Mrs. Loomis lookmn-
in at the window.”

Her words, which seemed to paralyze the doctor, actedr
like o charm upon Daisy. She sprang for\mrd opened
the door and rushed out into the storm.

¢Mors. Loomis, Mrs. Loomis! where are you?” she cried
with the full strength of her voice. There was no answer,
save the low moaning of the night wind among the tall
trees.  She ran down the steps and out into the darkness,
still calling upon the name of her governess. Her father,
who had reeovered his self-possession, stepped out upon the
porch and called to Daisy to return.

“J shall find her, papa, I shall find her. There is little
- Lillie and the big tall man with the Gorvex KEeY; they
will show me where she is.” ‘ ,

He followed the direction of her voice, and found her
- wading ar ound in the deep snow.

“This way, papa,” she cried, “this way. See whmt 1
beautiful light there is from that GoLpENY KEY. . Heroe she
is, papa, here she is.’

True cnough, there was Mrs. Loomis, half bum,d in the
snow where she had fallen. Terrified at the discover 'y
and benumbed by the cold, she had been unable to reach
the gate.

- “How beautiful she ls‘” said Dalsy . “See, papa!l her

¢
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spectacles and her cap arc gone! Sce! how shining black
is her hair!”

“Daisy, go in and dend out a light,” said her father.

It was intengely dark; he could not see lig own hand
when he held it up before him.

“How cold she is,” said Daisy, apparently not heaving
the words of her father. “Mrs. Loomis! Mrs. Loomis!”
she continued, covering her face with kisses, “I knew youn
would come back to little Daasy* Come in to the warm
fire.”

Mrs, Loomis opened her eyes, wound her arms around

" Daisy and drew her closer.

“(Come in where it is warm,” persisted the child. “Oh!
what b]g black eyes you have, Mrs. Loomis! I am so
glad you have left off those ugly spectacles.”

At these words of Daisy’s, Mrs. Loomis sprung quickly

_to her feet.

“Daisy, Daisy! I must go!” she cried. Dr. Bradwell
had stood but a fow feet from her, and yet he knew it not
until he heard her voice. Then, for the first time, speak-
ing o hor, he said: :

“Mrs. Loomls, permit me to conduct you to the house.”

«Oh! no, no,” she exclaimed in a frightened voice, and
the next moment he heard a shriek from Daisy, as the gate
swung violently upon its hinges.

“Mrs. Loomis! Daisy!” he called.

“Q papa! she is gone!’’ sobbed Daisy. _

“The woman must be insane, roaming about the city ‘ ! 1
such ‘a night as this! Come in, Daisy, and I will send n
Thomas out with a light to see that she dges not perish
in the snow.”

e
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CHAPTER XXX,
ANNA DROWN. ‘ |

Maceie WILp had completed her long journey and once
more was in her native village. Calhng a carriage she di-
rected the driver to take her to the regidence of the Rev.
Mr. Wild. . Having arrived at the well-remembered home
of her childhood, she alighted and walked upthe path lead-
ing to the house. It was early in the morning, and all
was very quict about the house. Maggie stood trembling
upon the porch she had so often erossed in other days.
She was weak and wearied by her long journey, and the
frosty air pierced through her thin clothing, but, summon-
ing all her strength, she timidly rapped upon the door.
No answer came, and a tide of bitter memories swept over
her soul as she recalled the time when she wag commanded
never again to cross that threshold. She was about to turn
away, when the thought of her mother and the command
of the angels flashed across her mind, and raising her hand
she once more rapped, louder and stronger than before.

‘After a few moments, the door was opened, and her fath-
r’s tall, angular form appeared before her. IHis cold

cruel eyes were fixed upon her face, and his stern fea-
tures assumed a more rigid expression. One moment
they gazed upon each other in silence, then, as Maggie
stepped forward to enter the house, he put forth his hand
and thrust her away from the threshold, and muttering
curses upon her, closed and fastened the door. Poor Mag-
gie! Her pride and strength gave way before this inhu-
man repulse, and, sinking down upon the step she Wept
like a child.
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“ Alone, homeless, friendless! Mother and sister dead’
No one in the wide world te whom I can turn for comfort
and for that affection which every human heart has o right
to demand. Alone! O mother! my angel mother! look
down in pity on your child! This house was your tomb:

“here you suffered meekly, uncomplainingly; here you
were slowly tortured unto death, and that man was your
murderer!” ‘

The thought of her mother’s Suﬁ'&,l'mn'e. arouscd her, and,
springing to her feet, she exclaimed in tones that were
almost joyful:

“ My blessed mother! Tam glad that you are free! You
are now reunited to the child that was the idol of your
heart, and no longer compelled to bow to the mandate of a
cruel, exacting tyrant, who, coneealing his erime under the
garb of religion, kept you an abject slave by holding before
your eyes the law which he claimed had given you, soul
and body to him. I thank God that death has broken your
fetters, and that there iz a place where thelaw of God is
held sacred above the law of man. Mother, your suffer-
ings are over, but for me, your child—what is there on
earth for me? Mother, sister, take me home! T am
wretched, homeless, friendless, alone!”
~ Maggie bowed her head upon her hand, and shed the
most bitter tears of her life.

¢Live for my Dalsy,” bpoke the well-known voice of her
spirit sister,

Mangne startéd up, and looluno- in the direction whence
the voice proceeded, said:

“Fannie, is it true? Is Daisy mdeed your child ¥’

“She is my child, your niece; love her, live for her.”

“Your husband?’ questioned Maggie; “where is hc"”

No answer came. Maggie drew her shawl more closely
around her and pondered.
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“Daisy, then, is Fannie’s child. 1 have a claim upon
her affections. 1 do not understand how it can be, but T
know that I am no longer alone in the world. I will go
to her at once, and nevtr leave her again. But why was
I sent here? - Why this weary Journey, this harsh repulse,
and the sufferings of this mormng" Why am I here?” she

_repeated aloud.

“T'o save Anna Brown,” said a strong, clear voice above
her. :

Maggie now recalled the words which had sent her upon
her -errand: “Bave Annal!” She remembered Anna
Brown as the only daughter of one of the families who
lived in the neighborhood, a gentle, affectionate, and
confiding girl. She had not seen her for years, but deter-
mined to seek her at once, and, trembling with cold and
excitement, she retraced her steps to the gate, and walked
down the well-remembered road until she came to Mr.
Brown’s residence. It was yet quite early in the morning,
but the family were up, and, as Maggie neared the house,
she heard a familiar voice singing. As she stepped up to
the door, she was greeted with—

“Good ‘morning, Maggie Wild! How do you do? .I
am very glad to see you. I declare, 1 should as soon have
expected to have seen a ghost as you. Bt you don’t look
much like a ghost; how bright your eyes are, and your
cheeks are red as roses! You have been growing hand-
gome gince you were last here. But come in; I have so
much to say to you, though I suppose your father has
written all the news and insisted upon your returning to be
here in time for the wedding.” He said last night if Maggie
were only here, his happiness would be complete.”

Maggie made no reply, but permitted Mrs, Brown to
talk on, giving no sign herself that she knew nothing of
the event referred to.
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. “When did you arrive, dear?” asked Mrs. Brown as they
entered the house.

“This morning.”

“Ah! thén you have not been home yet. I am glad of
it. I want you to see Anna and talk with her. The fact

.is, Anna is very hard to manage. She has heen much
opposed to this marriage; has even sald she would not
yield to her brother’s authorlty

“Where are her father and mother?” asked Maggie.

“They died soon after you left here, and bequeathed all
their property to John. John and I were married soon
after, and Anna has been living with ys. Anna is a good
little girl, but she has her ways and I have mine. John
and I for a long time have wanted her to get married, but
she has refused every offer, until now John is determined
that he will use his authority, as a brother has a right to

~do. Your father is a good man, he has a comfortable
home, ‘and she ought to be proud of the favor he is confer-
ring in offering her his hand.” - -

“Whag objection does she make?” inquired Maagle, fry-
ing to speak in a calm voice.

“She says she does not love him; but that’s all nonsense,
for love amounts to nothing. If you have it before mar-
riage, it does not long survive. It is as well to live with
one ag with another, provided you are well cared for.”

“Has Anna consented at last?” inquired Maggie.

“Yes; John has compelled her to consent; and the
wedding is to be this evening. T am glad you are to be
here. Now will you go up stairs and talk to Anna? Tell
her of your father's good qualities; tell her how much hap-
pier she will be than now. I am afraid we will have
trouble with her, Yesterday I was so fearful she would
take her own life that I had to watch her all day.”

“Does my father know how much she dreads this union 2
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“Yes; but he says she will soon overcome her aversion:
thas the more she dislikes him the more he will loveher,
until at last his love will conquer, and they will be very

“happy. Men do not like to have it known that their

wives do not love them. 1 suppose this is the reagon vour
father did not write you. Come, now; I will show you
the way up stairs, and leave you to talk with Anna.”

- Maggie followed, and soon found herself in the presence
of a tall, slender young lady, whese pale face and sunken
eyes told of weary days and sleepless nights, and of some
great sorrow that was wearing away her life. Anna was
seated in a Jow chair, her hands clasped, her eyes fixed
upon the floor, with & look of hopeless misery. Maggie
spoke to her several times before she gave any attention,
and it was some time before she could make her compre- .
hend who she was.

“Yes, L remember,” she said, passing her hand slowly
acrogs her forehead, as if to recall her scattered thoughts.
“Maggie, we used to go to school togéther long ago. You
died, and now you have come back to aid them in tortur-
ing me. Go away! I do notwant to sce you ner hear
your voice. Leave me alone for the few hours that yet
remain. Gel”

Maggie drew near to her and bending down, whlspered

“Amna, the angels have sent me to open your prison
door.” I will save you from a fate more horrible than
death.” :

“Can you? can you? and will you do it?’ ecried the
airl eagerly. “Oh! no; you cannot; he s your father!
You have come to mock me.”

“Anna, it is for you to say whether you will be saved
or not. The angels have directed me to come to you;

they will prepare the way for you to escape. Will you go?”

“Yes, ves: let us go at once.”
s ; g
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“Wait,” eaid Maggie, placing herself before the door:
“have patience, or you will frustrate our plans.”

“Yes, I know that T am watched,” said Anna, I know
that it will be impossible for me to escape. I believe my
brother would kill me were I to make the attempt.”

“Would it not be better to die in that way than to take
upon yourself vows from which your soul revolts?”

“Yes, oh!.yes; and yet life is so sweet, This bright,
green earth is so beautiful, and the flowers, the hirds, and

. the ever-changing sky. Maggie, life nover had as great a
charm for me as now. Xarth holds a treasure that far
outrivals the brightest jewel in the heavenly kingdom. 1
do not-want to die; and yet, O God! what shall I do? ]
cannot, will not be the wife of one from whom my soul
shrinks with horrer. Help me, Maggie, help me, and 1
will be your slave for life.” .

“T ean and will, Anna. Be calm and listen to my words.
At cight o'clock this morning a train leaves for the great
city where T have been living. It is now seven: we have
one hour. You must profess to have become reconciled to |
your fate; we will go down stairs, remain a few moments,
then you will give Mrs. Brown to understand you arc going
with me to my father’s. She does not know that I have
been there this morning and will not think strange that -

you accompany me. We will take the road leading there,
and as’soon as out of sight, turn about and follow the high-
way to the depot, which we can reach in time to take the
train, - Once away from here, you are safe. You are not
a’ minor, and your brother cannot compel you to return.
I will procure employment for you, and you will be inde-
pendent.” '

“I will do anything, anything in the world, only let me
escape from here,”’

“Come, then,” said Maggte, and the two girls descende’
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to the dining room, where Mrs. Brown was busy preparing
for the guests expected to graoce the wedding. She was
surprised and delighted to find that Maggie had exerted
such a favorable -influence over the turbulent Anna, and
made no objection to Amma’s accompanying her, little
thinking when she bade her good bye and directed her
not to remain very long, a# she would soon he needed, that
she was looking her last upon Anna Brown.

Sy,




WHERE IS MAGHIE? 173

CHAPTER XXXT.
WHERE IS MAGGIE?

Dr. BRADWELL wag much disturbed that he could not
ascertain the reason of his wife’s failing health. e felt
that she was slowly but surely passing from him, and he
was powerless to stay the current that was bearing her
away. He had counseled with the most noted: physicians
of the city; but their united wisdom had failed to detect
the cause or find a remedy for the mysterious disease
preying upon her life. As a last hope, he had thought
of Maggie Wild, and although he had never expressed
great confidence in her clairvoyant power, yot his own
cxperience convinced him that there was something in the
manifestations of this power given through Maggie -and
Daisy that he could not solve. He had noticed Clara’s
agitation when he ‘spoke of consulting Maggie, and attrib-
uted it to her jealons fears lest Maggic should gain a
stronger hold upon his wife’s regard than she possessed.
Never for one moment did he imagine the real cause of
Clara’s dread of Maggie’s arrival. Day after day, the
doctor thought of Maggic, and stronger came the impres-
sion that she could detect the disease that had baffled the
gkill of eminent physicians. ¥inally he determined to
visit Mrs. Spaulding and ascertain where Mageie could be
found.” Arviving at the house, he there found Harry
Young and another gentleman engaged in earnest conver-
sation with Mrs. Spaulding. He apologized for his in-
trusion. .
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“No intrusion, Dr; Bradwell,” said Harry, rising and
e:\tendmg his hand. “We are glad that you called just at
this time; the subject of our conversation may be of inter-
est to you.  Our friend Clarence was just relating a scene
or v;smn, deseribed by ‘/Iagge Wild Just befme she left
here.”

«“L shall be very happy to hea;l what has heen of so much
interest to your friend and Mrs. Spaulding. It is a sub-
ject in which T am deeply interested, and I lose no oppor-
tunity to obtain facts in regard to spirit existence and the
identity of spirits after death. Mrs. Spaulding, I see you
ave surprised at my words, and I must admit that my mind
has undergone a complete change since I last conversed
with you upon this subject, and I am here this evening
for the express purpose of ascertaining the address of Miss
Maggie Wild. T wish to consult her in relation to my
wife's illness.” . : ‘

“Poes che not improve'?” asked Mrs, Spaulding. “Bhe
was resting the day I called and I would not allow her
to be dlstmbed but Clara informed me that she was im-
proving.”

“(lara was mlstaken,’ said the doctor, “I have ex-
hausted the skill of my profession, and as a last resort I
have determined to apply to Maggie Wild.”

“Maggie will help her, if help he possible,” answered
Mys, Spaulding. “Dr. Bigelow has the¢ most perfect con-
fidence in her powers, and looks upon her as almost in-
fallible. But why do you not consult the spirits control-
ing Daisy?”

“J have, but with very little satisfaction. She sees
spirits and describes them with great accuracy, but when
she attempts to locate disease she always fails.”

“What has she told you in regard to your wife?”’

“Only threc things; that she must take no medicine,

e
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- that Clara was an improper companion for her, and that
he must go away from home.”

“ ANl good,” replied Mrs. Spaulding.  “Why do you not
follow the directions?” \

“Because, . first, the-medicine she takes is harmless;
second, she refises to be separated from Clara; and third,
she has become so morbidly sensitive that sh(, cannot efi-
dure the thought of going among strangers.”

Mrs. Spaulding remained sﬂcnt some moments, as if ab-
sorbed in thought, and then said:

“You are right, Dr. Bradwell. Maggic must be sent
for; but I am quite sure that she will not consent to re-
main in the house with Clara. - Would it not be hest to
speak to Clara of the propriety of returning to her home
for a short time?”
© «T eannot doit,” he replied. Then as though conscious
that he had betrayed the extent of the power she had ac-
quired over him, he continued, “I had hoped that she and
Forest would have been married before this time. I think
the wedding will not be deferred much longer.”

“If you wait for her to become the wife of Forest, you
will wait o long time,’” said Harry. <1 am certain that
there is some dark sccret in Forest’s life, which he is too
honorable t¢ conceal from a companion, and too noble to
disclose, lest another suffer for what he is alone guilty.”

“I do mnot understand yow,” said Mrs. Spaulding.
“Forest has always been a fayorite of mine. I have
known that his life has been saddened but not that it has
been darkened by erime.”

“TPerhaps I have said too much,” said Harry. *“Forest
I respect and esteem. He has never given me his confi-
dence, but I have reason to believe tha.t there is 2 ve1y
dark page in his life hlstory

“Tiet this be as it may,” said Dr. Bradwell, **if he does
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not intend to make Clara his bride, why has he been so
attentive to her?”

«T cannot explain his conduct,” said Harry, “but this
T de know: Clara Gordon will never be the wife of Forest.
If the spirvits have advised you to send her away, why not
obey them? they are wiser than mortals. She should not
remain in my hiouse contrary to their advice.”

“She has been a good friend to my wife, and I do not
wish to appear ungrateful,":responded the doctor.
 «T would not carc if she were an angel: if the spirits
said go, she should obey,”” replied Harry..

“Take care, Harry; do not place too much confidence
in the invisibles or you may have to repent it.”

“Dr. Bradwell, I bave but'little opportunity to investi-
gate this subject, but I have seen and heard enongh to
convince me that spirits can and do return, and further, 1
believe them true and trustworthy, and my object here to-
night is to hear from Maggie Wild, that beautiful instru-
ment upon whom the angels play.  The description Clar-
ence has given of his last interview with her has filled my
soul with delight. I would Lear these wonderful revelations
from the world of spirits.”

“That reminds me of my object in calling,” said Dr.
Bradwell.  “Mrs. Spaulding, where can I find Maggie
Wild? 1 will send for hier at once, though I think that my

friend Harry will lay claim to o share of her time and at-

tention.”
“T have not heard from her since she left me,” said
Mrs. Spaulding, “and have had great anxiety on her ac-.
count. The spirits warned her of danger, and she deferred
her departure in order to avoid it.”
“Js it not possible that sheis at Dr. Blgelow 8?" asked
Clarence.
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“It is possible, although I think I should have heard
from her, if there.”

«T will go to the Cure to-morrow, and carry a letter or
any message you may wish to send her.”

“Thank you,” said the doctor, “I will write, and if she
is not there, Dr. Bigelow will forward the letter.” .

Accordingly he procured the requisite writing materials
of Mrs, Spanlding, and scated himself at a small table to
indite his letter.

“Would it not be as well to send the letter by mail?”
asked Mrs, Spaulding.

“ My dear lady, you cannot appreciate my anxiety to hear
from my Lottie, My soul longs for her. I feel at times as
though she were close to me, and yet I cannot see her, and
once this evening while we were conversing, I thought I felt
“her hand upon my forehead. Believe me, my motive in going
to the Cure is purely a selfish one. My religious adviser,
Mr. West, has warned me to have nothing to do with what
he tertus a satanic power. As Lottie was not a professor
of religion, he assures me that her soul is consigned to that
terrible pit where the worm dieth not and the fire is not
quenched. I told him of her goodness, her purity, her
truth; but he answered, that unless she had sought salva-
tion throngh Christ, she was forever lost. I told him of
her death, or rather the new birth, the passing from death
unto life; he said it was but a device of Satan, who had
secured her soul and was now attempting to gain control
of mine. e quoted scripture to prove all of his assertions.
For weeks and months I was under the control of this
man’s unytelding will. He is a second John Calvin; no
merey, no forgiveness in his soul; what he terms unyield-
ing justice is his law, and woe to the individual who does
not approach bis standard of right. I told him of Maggic's
medinmship and Lottie’s promise to commune with me. At

12 )
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first he denied fhe possibility of such communion, and as-
sured me that Lottie was at that moment suffering the tor-
ments of hell, whence she could never be released. Con-
stantly in this man’s society, his dreadful words and dark
influence so wrought upon me as to almost craze my senses.
At last my deep love for Lottie conquered all, and making
a desperate effort I threw off the bands that had bound me,
and told him that T would find Maggie and seek for a com-
munication from my dear betrothed. If she were in tor-
ments, I would share them: if Grod had consigned her pure
soul to endless misery, I would curse him and fy from his
presence.  Better the company of Satan than that of a
deity, who, having power to save, fiendishly doomed to
perdition. T hated such a God, and would geek my Lottie,
if in finding her I steeped my soul in the guenchless fires
of hell.” |

“What did he say to that?’ asked Harry, who had lis-
tened with breathless interest.

“That Satan had gained a temporary sway over me;
that by the power of God, he could and would break it;
I was one of his flock; he would 2o with me and watch
over me.

* «And he did come,” added Mrs. Spaulding.

“Yes, but Maggie's vision pierced the disguise that he
compelled me to wear. She gave him tests of spirit power,
but which only intensified his hatred and anger so that he
went away declaring that she should suffer for disobeying.
the seriptural law and holding communion with the dead.”

“Do you think he would dare attempt to injure her?”
asked Harry in an excited tone.

o “Mr. West is a rehglous fanatic, a,nd for kis rellglon he
would dare do anything.”

“Let him attempt to injure a hair of her head and I will
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send him where he belongs,” said Harry, walking the floor
with a rapid step.

“T ghall keep xay eyes upon him,” responded Clavence.
“One reason why I am so anxious to hear from Maggie is
because Mr, West has been out of the-eity for the past
week. I shall go to the Cure to-morrow.”

“With your permission I will accompany you,” said
Harry.
 Here Dr. Bradwell arose and handed Clarvence the
letter he had written, entreating him to see it delivered
early ag possible, then bidding them good evening, he took
his departure. The other gentlemen following shortly
after, Mrs. Spaulding was left alone to ponder upon what
she had heard, a prey to alternate hopes and fears for the
safety of her dear young friend, Maggie Wild.
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CHAPTER XXXII.
CLARA UNMASKED.

TrE next day, Mrs. Spaulding called upon Mrs, Brad-
well.  Clara received her coldly and gave no heed to her
expressed wish to see the invalid; but Mrs. Spaulding per-
gisted, and Clara in reply said that she had received orders
to permit no one to enter the sick room. Mrs. Spaulding
paid no attention to her words but proceeded directly to
Mrs. Bradwell’s apartment. She was shocked at the
woeful change wrought in so brief a space: the once
rou-nded ﬁgure 30 emaciated, th Qnoe blithe face white

ness. She evinced nelther surprise
of her old and tried friend, and, with a languid gesture of
recognition, motioned her to a seat.

“You are very ill,” said Mrs. Spaulding, takmg the thin
white hand in her own.

“Yes,” was the laconic reply. ,

“PBut you will be better soon,” continued Mrs, Spauld-
ing. “Life has many charms for you; many pleasures
await you, many sweets not yet tasted. You do not wish
to die, Mrs. Bradwell?”

“Yes, yes I do,” answered the weak voice of the invalid.

“You do not wish to leave home, friends, little Paisy,
and your kind, affeetionate husband?” '

“Yes I do.” '
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Mrs: Spaulding’s kind heart was distressed. She felt
that something must be done to rouse her from the torpor
of indifference into which she had sunk.

“Do you suffer much pain?’ she asked kindly.

“No.” The transparent hand was laid upon the heart,
and the faint voice continued: “The pain was terrible
once, but my heart died and then the pain was gone. Mrs.
Spaulding, do you know what it is to have a dead heart
entombed in a living form?” -

At these words, Clara, who stood behind Mys. Bradwell's
chair, placed her finger significantly upon her forchead.
Mrs. Spaulding paid no attention to the insinuation, but
continued her conversation with Mrs. Bradwell,

“Your heart is not dead, dear, it is only benumbed; your
life is now like a flickering torch, but it will not go out
and leave all you love in darkness. Your husband has
sent for Maggie Wild: she will be here in a few days, and
~we bave reason to hope she will restore you to health.”

Mrz. Bradwell made no answer and seemed to take no
interest in what had been spoken., Not so with Clara:
she turned deathly pale, and the next instant the hot hlood
flushed her face, while her tremhling hands were clasped
upen her heart as if to still its tumultuous throbbings.
Mrs. Spaulding’'s eyes were fixed upon her with a gaze
that seemed to search the depths of her soul. Clara dared
not leave the room, yet that moment she prayed that the
earth would open and hide her from the eyes that were
reading her heart of hearts.

“Maggie is a good girl,” continued Mrs, Spaulding, her
eyes still fixed upon Clara. *She has been blessed with a
clearer vision than that of ordinary mortals; she can tell
the cause of your illness.”

These last words were too much for Clara’s guilty con-
science. Trembling like o leaf, she fled from the room,
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shutting the door after her with a violence that betrayed
the strength of her agitation.

“Y am very weary,” sald Mrs. Bradwell, leaning back
and closing her eves.

“Poor child!” said Mrs. Spaulding, “what can I do for
you?t”

Mrs. Bradwell made no reply, and for an hour.Mrs.
Spaulding sat sileatly communing with her own thoughts.
At length, as Clara did not appear, she arose to- take her
departure, saying to herself:

“Tt ig a terrible thought, and yet I am suve it is true.

- T will speak to Dr. Bradwell at once, and to-morrow I will
return and never leave her again until she is safe.”

Alas! that “to-morrow!” How often we defer doing
our duty, waiting for a to-morrow which never comes!
With o heart fall of benevolence, Mrs. Spauldmg went out
with the intention of going to the doctor’s office and. re-
vealing to him her guspicions.

Meanwhile Clara was alone in her own room.’

“Baflled at last, baflled on the very eve of success, and
that too by the woman whom I hate above all others. If
Maggie Wild comes here, all will be discovered, and I—
I—Great God! I will stand before the gaze of the world
branded as a mwurderess! It shall not be! ¥ have a brain
to think, a hand to act, and a spirit to dare! Shall my
ambition, my talents, my beauty, my life, be sacrificed for
that miserable being down stairs? that listless, negative
creature whom I can crush as I would a worm! Never,
never! T haye gone too far to retrace my steps, and I
would not do so if T could. Yes, Maggie (how I hate her!)
can detect what I have administered with the powders;
but if Mrs. Bradwell Is put out of the way at once, she

will not be brought here. Here then is my chance to

evade exposure. If done at once I will never be suspected.
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After all, this is only prolonging my suspense. The
quicker she goes the better for all.  Dear Mrs. Bradwell,”
ghe continued in a sarcastic tone, “to-night I will give you
the last powder you will ever take, aud long before Mag-
gie Wild returns, the grave will take charge of my secrot.”

Having thus determined her plan of action, she tricd to
compose herself. Vain were her efforts. She felt that
she eould not dare t6 again meet Mrs. Spaulding, and it
was long after that lady left the house before she desu,nded
to Mre. Bradwell’s room.

When Mrs. Spaulding reached the doctor’s office, it was -
~ vacant, and a notice left that he “ould be absent twe or

three hours. .

“ cannot walt for him,” she said; “to-morrow I will
see him. Clara will not dare to take any sudden step.”

“Consoling herself with this reflection, she went home to
make the neccssary preperation to go on the morrow and
remain with Mys. Bradwell. ) ‘

Dr. Bradwell, on the day veferred to, returned later
than usual. He went directly to his wife’s room to find
her more listless and indifferent than ever. To hix ques-
tions regarding her health she only replied:

“I am weary: let meo rest.”

He sighed as ho turned away, went to the window and
looked out into the darkness.

“«How different,” thought he, “is this life from the one
I had pictured’ for myself. Disappointment on all sides.
I have drank the cup of bitterness to the very dregs.”

While shrouded in these gloomy thoughts, Daisy came
to him and taking his hand, said in her sweet childlike way:

“Papa, tea has been waiting this long, long time, and
Clara is sitting in the dark. The shadows are thick
around her to night, and she looks at me so strangely!

I am afraid of her, papa.”
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¢ Afraid of so beautiful a'lady as Clara!” said her father,
as he took the child’s hand and led her from the room.
He could not see the shadows Daisy spoke of. Never had
Clara appearcd more brilliant and fascinating than upon
that evening, and when she spoke of Mrs. Bradwell, it
was with touching gentleness.

“T think she has not been as well to-day,” she said, “it.
has been almost impossible to arouse her, but I 'trust that
a good night’s rest will revive her. T do not think she
can remain in this condition much longer. ~ She will be
Hetter in the morning. I will go and sit with her; possi-
bly she may want some attention.” '

“Daisy and I will accompany you,” said the doctor.

Soon all were seated in the room with the invalid. Tt
was a cold cloudy night and as hour after hour passed, the
conversation gradually ceased until profound silence reigned
in the room. As the time drew near for Clara to admin-
ister to her helpless victim the fatal potion, she grew ner-
vous with guilty fear, and would frequently start and
tremble like a leaf. Tt seemed to her that the room was
filled with whispering voices; that she felt every moment
that the doctor and Daisy must hear them. Daisy had
not been permitted to enter the sick roon, except for a fow
moements each morning; since the time she had warned
them that her mamma must take no medicine. Clara had
gaid that Daisy wag liable to have a dpell at any time, and
Mrs. Bradwell was too weak to endure such excitement,
Clara had not only managed to keep Daisy from Mrs.
Bradwell, but also from the society of her father; but this
evening Daisy had pleaded se earnestly to remain with
him that he could not refuse. Clara had watched her
closely, intending to take her from the room-at the first
indication of any manifestation, if snch was likely to occur,
but the time passed on and no sign was given of the storm

\
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that was soon to. burst upon that house. Daisy was sitting
on a low stool leaning against her father, her large eyes
wide opon, no sign of weariness upon her sweet face.

“Come, Daisy, it is getting late; you must go now,”
said the doctor,

“Oh! let me stay a little longer entreated the child,

1t must be a very little longer,” he answered. “You
can remain while I prepare the powder that youwr mamma
‘always takes at night.”

“T will get it,”” said Clara, springing quickly to hex feet,
and the next moment she was out of the room.

“That was & narrow escape,”’ she muttered. “Had he
opened the paper all would have been lost. What could -
have possessed him to have thought of getting the powder!
Mrs, Bradwell, sweet be thy dreams.”

She again entered the 1oom, and approaching the in-
valid, said:

“Mrs. Bradivell, here is your medicine.”

Before Mrs. Bradwell extended her hand to receive it,
Daisy sprung forward and dashed the glass to the floor,

“Treacherous, false-hearted woman!” cried the child,
“how dare you glide like a serpent into what was once a
bower of happiness and’ beauty? I will unmask your vil-
la,iny Dr. Bradwell,” she said, turning to her father,

“you have been warned time and again against the wiles
of that woman. You have been told that she would turn
your present happiness to dust and ashes. ‘To this warning
you have given no attention: you have been dazzled by her
beauty; you invited her to your home: she has attempted
to steal your affections from their rightful claimant, has
destroyed your wife's peace of mind; and not content with
thia, would now take her life. To-night was to have
finished the horrible work; that cup contained enough
poison to have killed two strong men. We have said that

17
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we would strike down the arm extended to do her ill, and

we have fulfilled our promise. But look well to the fu-

tere; the murderouvs hand may again be lifted, and we
may be powerless to stay it.”

While these words were being- uttered, Clara stood like
one suddenly turned to stone. The doctor was speechless
and confounded, but Mrs, Bradwell seemed obhvmus to
what was going on around her.

“Woman,” continued the child in a tone of terrible re-
buke, “lock at your work; see the heautiful form reduced
to & mere skeleton; the heart broken, the senses be-
numbed, and life almost extinet! Murder is in your heast,
its stain upon your soul, and only by years of remorse,
and labor for the cause of human good, can you hope to
expiate this fearful erime.”

Here the child raised her right axm and pomted to the
center of the room, and there, stood a tall, noble form
clad in a looge flowing robe of what appeared to be purple
velvet. His face was stern, and his clear eye showed a
determined will. His broad collar was turned back, reveal-
ing & throat delicately beautiful as a woman’s. In his
right hand he held a GoLpEN KEv, in his left, a book
with a golden clagp, richly inlaid with gems,  Clara was
struck with awe; she could not remove her eyes from this
vigion, " Buddenly at his side appeared a shadowy - form
which grew plainer and more fully defined each moment
until the form of Mrs. Loomis stood revealed to sight.
She extended her right arm towards Clara and in a sharp,
shrill voice uttered the word, “murderess!” - -

Clara fell to the floor as though struck by a sudden
blow. Mrs. Bradwell started up and gazed wildly ‘arcund
the room. Daisy returned to her normal condition, and so
rapidly had all this transpired that the doctor ecould
scarcely tell whether it was reality, or a mere freak of the
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imagination. But when he saw the broken glass, and the
apparently lifeless form of Clara upon the floor, he real-
ized the truth of the horrible revelation that had burst up-
on him, and dropping his head upon hig hand he appeared
like one who had been instantaneously deprived of thought
and motion,
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CHAPTER XXXIIL
THE DEDICATIO_N.

- WaeN Maggie arrived in the city she went directly to
the Cure, hoping to provide a permanent home for Anna.
Dr. Bigelow welcomed her return and eonscnted to give
Anna permanent employment. His kindness to Maggie
had been doubly repaid; her advice and assistance had
done much to establish the goed reputation of -the Cure,
Mrs. Bigelow was compelled to admit this fact, 2nd she not
only received Maggie kindly, but united with her husband -
in trying to persuade her to remain with them.

“Remain with us; be as our child,” said the doctor.
“We will shield you from the storms of life, and you shall
never want for home or friends,”

Maggie promlsed to give them an answer the next morn-
ing. The Cure was indeed a home to Maggie, such as’ she
had never before known. Tts genial atmosphere, her hours
of stady and repose, were all inviting the homeless wan-
derer, - Should she remain? This question she asked in
the solitude of her room. ¢ Come up higher,” answered a
sweet voice near, and she retired for the night with the firm
conviction that she had not found her resting place. She
tried to compose herself to sleep, but’ thoughts of the un-
known future intruded themselves upon her.

“Oh! give me vest!” she sighed, and as if in answer to
this, a- -calm and gentle influence stole sweetly over ‘her
senses; her spiritusl eyes were opened, and she saw a
great extent of country over which hung a dark and heavy
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fog. The soil was thin and stony, but few shrubs and trees
were visible; it was a bleak, desolate land. - Through the
fog she perceived men and women hurrying to and fro,
ovidently so deeply engaged in the pursuit of some object
. that they did net reauze the condition of the place in which
they dwelt. Above the fog and mist rising from the valley,
she saw a group of spirits; they were gazing downward,
watching the movements of some one in the busy throng -
below. Soon a slight form appeared, clothed in a light
flowing robe. Her face was turned from Maggie, and she
was so enshrouded by the denser atmosphere, that Maggic
knew not upon whom she was looking. By the side of the .
lady was a Jarge basket, made of fine silver wire, and filled
“with fine seed as bright as gold. Near the basket stood
two spirits whose duty seemed to be to remove it from
place to place and refill it ag its shmmg contents were
coustantly diminished by the lady sowing the seed to the
right and.left. The hurrying throng paid little attention
to this worker. Maggie watched her as she went ‘on, appa-
rently many, many miles, then she paused ag if to rest, and
looked back over the way she had passed. The seed had
_ sunk into the ground, been moistened by the rain, warmed
by the sun, and at last the spirit thereof had burst its bonds |
and was looking up through the dark soil. Now the men
and women who had been so indifferent when the seed was
sown, were busy in trying to mar or destroy the delicate
plant. While the lady stood looking sadly upon this work
of destruction, o crowd gathered about her, and she ap-
peared to be reasoning with them, although Maggie could
‘not hear her voice. Her words and gestures seemed to
excite the hatred and arouse the malice of those by whom
she was surrounded. Stones and pieces oft wood were
hurled at her. Maggie trembled with fear lest her life
" should be sacrificed to the fury of the mob.

i
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Suddenly the group of spirits upproa.ched, and threw
around the persecuted one a circle bright as the sun.
They then placed themselves near, and slowly those who
stood by the group of spirits became more quict, the most
turbulent fell back, and the lady pursued her way un-
harmed. On and on she went, still sowing the golden
geed. . Again she paused, and now she mounted a rude
platform made of rough boards: the steps leading to it
were frail, and Maggie noticed that they trembled beneath
even the light step of this woman. Having reached the
platform in safety, she again looked back over the path
she had trod. The attempted work of destruction was still
going on, but to her delight she perceived that they had
rot been able to destroy all the plants, many of them hav-
ing grown strong and put forth green leaves. Again a

‘multitude gathered around her, and seemed to listen to her

words. Soon, however, a restlessness was manifested by
the people, and they began to disperse, apparently making
all the disturbance they could in retiring. A few individ-
uals remained with her to the close of her address, and
over the few was a soft golden light, that seemed to enfold
them like a garment of beanty.

One from the group of spirits stepped forwa,rd and beck-

oned the lady to follow, and bidding farewell to those who
had been with her, she again resumed her journey. On,
still on, over hill and vale, ever engaged in the same work.
At last Maggic saw the clouds lifting, and the fog rotling
alowly away. The pilgrim had entered a large city, and
guided by the spirits, she reached a magnificent temple,
which Maggie perceived was filled with those whose faces
evinced an anxiety to know the truth, There was a deep

silence as the pilgrim entered the spacious hall and as- '

cended the platform, as white and smooth as polished: mag-
ble, whereupon was a small desk, enviched and adorned

Nk foendiont 7
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with gems, and back of it a brilliant colored sofa, upon
which were seated the spirits who had accompanied the
traveler. Now for the first time the speaker stood face to
face with Maggie, and to her amazement, in the stranger
pilgrim she beheld herself!

Her travel-stained garments had been exchanged for
spotless white, and around her were many of the angols
she had scen in her celestial visions. Their pure magnetic
influence, like a golden baptism, was falling upon her, She
saw how thege positive minds controlled her more negative
organization, and could hear the words of truth and wis-

- dom that fell from her lips. While viewing this scene, a
voice said, “Look,” and again the long weary way over

which she had passed was revea-]e@ to her, but oh! how
changed: the few clouds that still lingered over the valley,
“were transformed to visions of beauty, and far as her eye

could reach, she could see the hills and valleys covered with
beautiful flowers. They were white as purest snow, bluo
as Italian skies, purple as the amethyst, golden as the opal,
crimson as the ruby; all tints and colors mingled, blending,
then flashing out in the royal beauty of cach. As she
gazed, she saw men and women coming from every direc-
tion to gather the beautiful flowers, that had transformed
the desert into a garden of beanty. She saw sad ones,
depressed with eares and sorrows; but as they fook the
flowers and pressed them to their lips, their sorrows van-
. ished and joy and gladness shone upon cach countenance.
There came also those who were stecped in crime; the
shadows around them dark as midnight, the erimson stain
upon their garments. But when they touched the pure
white blossoms of truth, they saw their true condition, and
a desire for a nobler life was awakened, the divine possi-
bilities of their spirit were revealed to them, and through
the influence of those ministering angels, they received
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strength to cast from them the dark ma.ées that had .

shrouded the soul. ‘

Maggie saw those who were holding in their hands idols
they had worshiped. . They too gathered flowers, their eyes
wore opened and they were freed from the worship of man-
made gods. Iere were the blind, the deaf, the sick in
body and mind; each gathered of the flowers scattercd all
over the length and breadth of the land and heard the an-
- thems of praise and the songs rejoicing ascending from the

millions made glad and froe by these angel truths.

- The vision faded away, but its memory was indelibly
stamped upon Maggie’'s soul. She knew that it was a
glimpse of her work on earth, and felt a willingness to suf-
fer persceution, if she could thus be an instrament through
which the spirits could transmit principles to bless human-
ity and make man and woman politically, secially, and re-
ligiously free. _ .

Maggie now had her answer for Dr, Bigelow, She felt
that the angels had a higher, broader field of usefulness for
ber, and from that hour she dedicated herself to that work,
determined to put aside all selfishness, taking the world
for her home, all men and women as her brothers and
sisters, having charity, kindness, and good will for all, nor
blame nor rebuke for any. Her resolution was formed;
she was at peace. S
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CHAPTER XXXIV.

THE ROSE-EMBOWERED COTTAGE.:

Tui morning following, according to her determination,
Maggie told Dr. Bigelow and his wifc of her vision, and
concluded by saying: ‘

“You sec, my friends, I cannot remain with you.”

“Yes, I have long felt that there was a greater work
for you,”said the doctor, “but I was sufficiently sclfish to
wish to vetain you in my home. But I now see that it is
wrong to- attempt to keep you from the field of usefulness
to which you have Dbeen called. What are your plans for
the future? Can we do anything to forward them?”

4T have no plans; I vely implicitly wpon the guidance
of a higher pewer. I realize that a great revolution is
pending in the religious world. There will be a terrible
struggle between™ truth and error, both in the politieal
. world and the roligious, A new dispensation is to be ush-

ered in,a mighty work accomplished, and we are the instru-
ments by which a Divine Mind is to carry forward the
work. T shall possively and trustfully await the com-
mands of those who have deemed me worthy to labor with
- them,” .
“You have great faith in the spirits,” said Mrs. Bige-
low; “I do not think T could trust them so fully.”
“T have tested thoir wisdom and power and have no
fears in yiclding mysclf to their guidance,” replied Maggie,
“Well, it may be you are right, but I doubt the pro-
13 ‘

i




194 TAE GOLDEN KEY.

priety of the course you are taking. I think you and the
doctor are becoming fanatical. 1 shall watch closely to
seo if the spirits prepare the way for you fo enter this new
life of which you speak.”

As Mrs. Bigelow ceased speaking, Ha,rry Young and
(Narence were announced. They expressed pleasure in
again meeting with Maggie, and as soon as their greeting
was over, Clm‘ence gave to Maggie Dr. Bradwell’s letter..

She hastily glanced at its contents, then ]mnded it to Mrs.
" Bigelow, saying:

“You see my confidence has not been misplaced: already
they have prepared the way for me.”

Mrs. Bigelow was astonished at this unexpected call.
She said, as she handed the letter to her husband:

“I must admit this looks as though the angels had
charge of youw.”

“ Clan you return to the city with us?” asked Clarence.
“Dr. Bradwell is very anxious that you should see his
wife, and ¥ need not tell you how much Mrs. Spaulding
desires your presencc.

“I will go,” replied Maggie.

“Not to-day,” said Dr. Bigelow, “wait until to-morrow,
and this evening we will inveke the presence of the angels.
It seems a long time sinee we have communed with them,
and T have no doubt that this gentleman would enjoy it.
It is possible that the gentle Lottie may return and speak
to Clarence.”

“We should gladly receive anything that could he given -
us from spirit life,” said Harry. My friend Clarence has
been very anxious to have another sitting with Maggie, .
and I have become so deeply interested in this subject,
that I would be willing to sacrifice much for the ploasure
of an evening such as you speak of.”

“Then it is settled,” said Maggie. “I will make my
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preparations to-day for an early start in the rmoxlning, 80
ag to reach the city in the evening.”

Maggic then excused-herself and sought Anna, to whom
she mide known the arrangement that had been decided
upon. Anna dishked to be left alone among entire stran-
gers but could not object, and lent a willing hand to assist
in preparing for the journey. The hours passed rapidly,
and Maggie thought it one of the shortest days of her life,
Evening spread her gray mantle over the earth, the dis-
tant staxs looked down from their golden thrones. Tt was
a clear cold evening, and as Maggie looked out into the

" silvery moonlight, she thought the Cure had never before
appeared so homelike, so peaceful,

Dr. Bigelow, his wife, Harry Young, Clarence, and Mag-
gie were seated in the pleasant and secluded room where
Maggie had received and examined so many patients, and
where she had delighted and charmed her kind friend, the
doetor, by her brief but profound discourses, and the
glimpses she had given him of the life beyond. Here they

- were assembled once more, waiting for some sign or token
from the invisibles. r

“They are coming,” said Maggie. ‘Clarence, here is
the tall spirit that I saw when Lottie first appeared to you.
He stands behind.the silver veil that I then described.
He puts i aside and draws near; now he is holding up the
great GoLpeNy Kev. Hark! he is about to speak to us.”

All was silence for a few moments; then Maggie was
thrown into a deep trance, and rising to her feet with the
air of one accustomed to .command, she said;

“Life would be of little value were it not to be contin-
ued beyond the material plane of existence, therefore a

 knowledge of the existence and condition of that life be-
comes of the greatest importance to all. It is easy to
prove beyond a doubt the continued existence of individu-

4
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ali'/en splrlt%, but not RO easy 1o prove to the majoriry of
ence of a spiTit nml(I of real substaneg, havmg fmm ani
location, being to this carth what the spirit body is to the
material form.  Yet such a world does exist, inhabited by
those who once occupied material forms., To give you
informatior in regard to the locality of that realm, and
life as it is in those higher departments of the great tem-
ple, I bring this Gorpry Kev and place it in charge of
the medinm through whom I speak. Tt will enable her to
look beyond the veil and give her power to solve many of

the mysteries of that region into which a few prophets and -

seers in-all ages have been permitted to look.  Thig knowl-
edge will come closely connected with those who are near
and dear to you’ (here she placed her Land upon the
shoulder of Clarence) “and to others who will be present
to receive these rovelations.”

A convulsive shudder passed over the medmm, and the
influence was partially withdrawn. Resuming her seat

~ Maggie said:

“f am myscif and yet not mysolf; like one who said,
‘whether in the body or out of the body I know not.” I
ath conscious of the presence of all in this reom, yet I do
not see one of vou. I know that L possess a physical
body, yet seem to be separated from it. T see the GoLprN
Kuy but do not see the hand sustaining it.  Before me ig
the ponderous door which I described on a former occa-
sion. I remember this key unlocked it when in the bands
of another. Will it do the same for me? T will try.
How easily the great lock turns and now the {10( s em(L
not ‘ajar’ but wide, wide open. :

“T gee the same beautiful stream over which the spirits
passed. . How bright are the particles of which it is com-
posed! it is finer, brighter, purer than water; it is a fuid
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and yet evéry’ particle is as distinet as would be » drop of
water separated from the great body. Now I have stepped
into the strecam. I can see myself; an irresistible power
bears me over this magnetie stream. On and.on through
space! I see no sign of habitation; beneath and around is
this boundless sea, and above are starry worlds, blazing
with a brilliancy unseen from earth. There aro many light
barks upon this ocean, and many spirits who are, like my-
self, ghiding over its surface. I realize that 1 am with
them and yet not one of them. They look. at me with
curious cyes, yet no one of them attempts to approach me.
On’I fly with the speed of thought! Can it be that this is
what is called the river of death? if so, the world has
made o great mistake in deseribing it as a dark and angry
tide. I wish that I could give you a definite idea of the vast
extent of its waters, One feels so small, so insignificant
when moving over their bright expanse, with sung and sys-
tems of suns blazing above. I am like a cloudlet, borne
on by a power that I can neither comprehend nor resist,
and yet amid all this vastness, comes the thought that the
soul is superior to all these. 1t shall live on and climb the
stairway of progression when those fiery orbs have per-
formed their mission and gone back to their native ele-
ments. I am approaching land, or what appears like a
bright belt of shining gold. The air is filled with waves
of melody, and now what a glorious sceme bursts upon
my vision!

“Oh! how eold scems carthly langnage
When we would these scenes portray ;
"Tis only words of angel musie, )
" That their glory can convey.

o B R 7 AT, IR Ay A7 R



198 : THE GOLDEN KEY.

“ Every dancing wave is singing
As it meets the golden strand;
Every quivering leaf is murmuring
The praides of our Summer-Land.

“A glormus pla.ce* the landseape is covered with tall,
symmetrical trees, whose long feathery branches sway grace-
fully in the breeze. Mosses and grasses are of the finest
texture, so fine that they appear like the richest velvet.
The mosses and grasses are of different shades, from the
durkest green to the fainter tint, interblended with flowers
“of every hue, arranged with great skill and so grouped as
_ to bring out their beauty of shape and color, and highten
by contrast. Here are delicate vines twining themselves
around. the trees, tra,nbformmo' their dark trunks into pil-
Tars of living green. Birds of every hue flit among the
branches and join their notes 6f song with the melody of
the waves. Now I see PEArL. She beckons to me and 1
follow her down a broad avenne shaded by beawtiful trees
and carpeted by soft mosses of varying shades, which ap-
pear as'if cut in diamonds and laid with great care and
precision. PEARL smiles upon me, but does not approach.
Where am I going? Oh! I see she is conducting me to
that little cottage‘on the hill. What a gem of beauty!
the ground about it is terraced and sodded by mosses of
green and gold, and beautified by choice flowers. The
house is half hidden by the graceful leaves that,almost
meet above and around it. You will hardly believe me
when I tell you that the cottage is formed entirely Of
vines, mosses, and roses. The miost delicate leaves and”
‘most brilliant colored flowers, the f‘urﬁ sweetost buds,
the brightest tints and forms of earth, grow dim when com-
pared with this world of beauty. As I pass througjh the
flower encir -cled deorway, a white moss rosebud touches my

™~
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cheek, and strange to say, its touch isas real as anythmrr
on this carth.

“Within this cottage is a neatly furnished apartment:
there being no display of wealth, but neatness and natural
beauty. The carpet is soft and rich;  th¢ pictures, copies
from nature; the furniture of rustic étyle; the -soft cur-
tains of snowy white looped back with sprays of buds;
flowers within and without on every hand; and there upon
a low couch reclines a sweet hud that has Jjust been trans-
planted from earth to bloom in this paradise of the angels.
I look more closcly and I see that it is Lottie. By her
gide is her mother, and at a little distance are PEARL and
the same group of spirits who returned to carth with Lot
tie. They are speaking: how sweet, how melodious are
their voices! like the sweet music of the lute, or the low
murmuring of the ocean shell. How harsh my voice seems
in comparison with theirs. “ Clarence, this is Lottie’s home.
When her spirit broke the fetters that chained it to earth,
and rose through the murky atmosphere that surrounded
the city, it was conducted by waitingffiends to-this arbor
of repose. Here, beneath the smiles of the Infinite, and
with the tender, loving care of angels, she hag grown
stronger day by day, and will from time to time, as oppor-
© tunity offers, give you a history of her life in the spheres.

“Now PrarL beckons me away. Would that I could
stay! Why should I return to the cold chilling atmos- "~
pheze of earth? Prany, beautiful angel of light, oh!
snap the thread that binds my spirit to the material form,
and let me remain with Lottie. Where, oh! where is my
mother, my sister? PEARL! send me not back to earth.
She makes answer:’ ‘Go! perform the duty that angels
have given you to do. Earn the erown before you scck to
wear it. Stay until you realize that you have a right to «
home in the house not made by hands. Give to others




200 ‘ THE GOLDEN KEY.

what has been and shall be so frecly given to you, always
remembering that the crown of thorns shall be transformed
to a chaplet of immortal beanty. Go, and be happy that
vou have been considered worthy to hold the GonpEN KEY,
and to look beyond the veil that conceals the spiritnal from
the material world, - e |

“:(fo, sing to the faint and the weary,
THI the hills shall re-echo the sound,
Till down in that cold world of darkness
. No sad woary heart ean be found.

Go, be true to those who have chosen you to aid in the
great work of giving light to them who sit in darkness.
Farewell!’ and slowly PEARL vanishes from my sight.”
M&ggle paused, and . after the lapse of some moments,
said: :
“1 am back aga-in, but how I returned I cannot tell. I
seemed to lose consciousness when PEARL left me. 1 sce,
the tall spirit again, He has taken the Gorpexy Key and
fastened it in his girdle. The spell iz broken, and I am

[l
Maggic Wild once more.” ‘ .

)
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CHAPTER XXXV,
" THE PLOTTER STILL AT WORK.

Coxnscrovgngss refurned to Clara Gordon, and with if
the recollection of the disclosure of her erime. The firg
thought that took possession of her mind was to flee from ¢/
the sight of‘him in whose cyes she felt that she was forever
disgruced. Oh! that death would come. All Ler ambi-
tious drcarns vanished; a frantic yearning possessod her to
blot out her very cxistence, to forget herself, to lose iden-
tity in the whirlpool of utter annihilation. But she lived;
death would not streteh forth his hand to release her from
the net woven around her by her own hand,

“There is but one door of escape,” thought she; it is
to take my own life.. T will do it! In life orin death T
will triumph!”

Slowly she raised her head from the floor and glanced
avround the reom. Dy, Bradwell had the appearance of
being under the influence of seme powerful drug, and Daigy

‘had climbed into the great cusy chair, and, all unconscious
of the scene in which she had taken such an active part,
had fallen into a sweet and gentle slomber,  Clara arose,
with ecantious movement, from the floor, and noisclessly
glided from the room. She almost flow through the dark-
‘ness until she reached her own apartment. She was a
eoward, and conscious that the house was filled with in-
visible intelligences who could read the secret of her heart,
she trembled with apprchension. Her room was brilliantly
lighted, but she imagined that dark forms were lurking in

T 3 e . £ S PR MU Rl 4, € 3 S RN ks e it b AR A s b £



202 THE GOLDEN KE¥Y.

its shaded corners, and whispering voices taunting her with
failure, She would have returned to Mrs. Br adwell § rooH
had she dared to do so. Her own was distant from any
occupied by the family, and during the long hours of that
awful night, she more than realized the fabled tortures of
a lost soul; ‘

“I will not longer endure this,” she muttered, “I will
address a letter to him, asserting my innocence, and call-
ing upon God to withess that I never so much as dreamed
of the tervible erime with .which I have been charged.

Then will T call to my aid this faithful friend which has -

not left me for months.” With these words she took from
a small box a little vial, gazed upon it as though it were
indeed her last hope. ‘I shall not 1inger to suffer as she
has; one drop of this, and before morning I shall be—"

“Where the worm dietli not and the fire is not quenched,”
gaid a voice near by.

(Clara sprung from the chair and crouched in the corner
of the room, her great black eyes gazing wildly into va-
cancy whence secmed to issue the fearful voice. One, two
bours passed, yet Clara moved not. The fire languished
and the chill night air crept into the room: she was be-
numhbod with celd and cramped with weariness of the pos-
ture she had so long maintained. At last, summoning all
her strength, she arose, stole forward, and replenished the
fire, and drawing up an easy chair, she sat down in front
of the grate. With the effort, a great change seemed to

take possession of her. The tremor of fear vanished; she’

was calm, her movements slow and precise. There was,

"however, a peculiar expression of the eye which had never

been there before. .
“T have no need of these now,” she said; elosing the

‘writing desk and turning the key. I was mad to think

of ta.kmg my own-life. If death were the' end, it were Well
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to hide my guﬂt, shame, and despair in the gloom of the
grave, and thwart the powers of retribution. But, hapless

that I am, death is not the extinguisher of existence.

“A change of state, however great,
Can never change the soul within,
Nor bring the dove of peace and love,

Nor cleanse the heart from sin..

“Who shrinks from pain and breaks the chein
That binde him to this life,
Can hope to find no quiet mind
On the shores of the higher life.

There is no annibilation, no getting away from self, no
bettering of conditions by rushing rashly into the myste-
rious, unknown hereafter. Surely it must have been those
imps of darkness that put the thought of suicide into my
mind. They are impatient for their prey, and have come
to torment me before my time. Onee I did not believe in
the existence of God. I mocked at the Christian religion.
The theory of future rewards and punishments was romance
to me. Now I know that it i true, but the knowledge
comes too late. T have given my soul to Batan. I have
committed murder in my heart, and I know that the powery
of evil are even now in my room. T am not terrified now,
for am I not strong? and have I not many years to live?
I have rivaled the daring, the skill, the ingeniousness of -
the powers of darkness, and T cease to fear them. Come
what will, I shall not die. I will live and grasp all the
pleasure this world can give.”

“After death comes the judgment,” said a voice that
had previously spaken. T .

“I will be ready for it,”” Clara responded, drawing her
form up to its full hight and crossing her arms upon her
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chest. ““This i my hour,” she continued, speaking slowly ‘
and with dread distinetness, - “Leave me until it is aver,
then T will gyace your trinmphal car.”

She ceased speaking, resumed her seat. There gho re-
mained until the gray light of morning entered her room.
Then rising, she arranged hor toilet with much care, took
from the wardrobe her rich dresses, folded and placed
them in her trunk, then proeceded to gather up the vari-
ous articles belongmg to her. Just as she bad completed
Ler arrangements, the breakfast bell called. Going to a
small box, she took from it a handsome pin, the last gift
of Mrs. Bradwell, with it she fastened her callar, and hp~
ping upon her finger a piain gold ring, another gift from
the wronged mfe, she descentded to the bre-ukfdst Teom.
Clara was deathly pale, but never had she looked more 2
queen than npon that morning. Her hair was braided in
heavy bands and gracefully wound around ker shapely
head, her dark eyes spoke sadness.

As Dr. Bradwell entered the rveom, Clava bowed with a
stately grace, and withont a word took her accustomed
place at the table. He was silent during the meal, his
face wearing a stern and unrelenting expression.  Aftor
breakfast, requesting an interview with her, he Ied the way
to the parlor. Having closed the door after their entrance,
turning to her, he said:

“Miss Gordon, after the seene of last night you must
be aware that I cannot consent to your remaining longer
in my house.”

“Dr. Bradwell,” answered Clara, standing before him
with the pride of a queen, and speaking in the voice of one
who had been greatly injured, “I certainly shall not remain
longer in your house. The mere fact that you would give
eredence to what has been said by one you have never seen -
and do not know, be it angel of light or demon of darkness,
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whose object is to blast my happiness and voin me in the
estimation of my best friends, this alone is sufficient to
sunder us forever. This invisible being comes to you, and
at once you are willing to listen to his assertions and De-
licve me guilty of a erime, the thought of which would
cheek the blood-current in my veins. Indecd so terrible
was the effect upon me, that in the madress of the hour, T
was nearly driven to take my own life, and was only pre-
vented by the thought that gon would always believe me
nmlty Dr. Bmdweil look at me; see this pin, this ring
the Jast gifts of that pure and lovely woman, your mf(,,
the gifts of her I love as I never loved a frlond before.
Day and night I have watched by her side and ministered
to her wants until she has become dearer to me than my
life. Think you that T could wear these testinonials of her
love if I had cherished a thought of the erime with which
I am charged? Dr. Bradwecll, I declare in the presence
of God and angels that T am innocent. Your eyes look
coldly upon me, your voice is harsh and stern, but 1 know
that in your heart 'you believe me innocent. I do not
know what proof you may find of my seeming guilt. I do
not know what these demons are capable of doing. If they
have organs of speech, they have hands to act, and what is
to prevent their administering poison if their imalice so
dietates? You know that Mye. Ldomis is leagued with
these diabolical powers; as they had before enabled her
to appear in two places at the same moment, so. had they
power to permit her to enter our prescnce Invisible uptit
‘it suited her purpose to unveil herself. You and I saw
her, we heard her speak; if she could do this, how easy
for her hand to drug the medicine that L administered to
your wife! Oh! it makes my blood chill to think of the.
plot which that woman, with 1101 diabolical fiends, ]IE)H
sought to lay for my dcstl ruction.’ ‘
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Dr. Bradwell listened to Clara with the closest attention.
Slowly his stern features relaxed and a look of amazed be-
wildermoent came over his face.  Clara saw the effact of Ler
words and continued:

“I have spent the night in thinking of the possibility
and probability of what I have alluded to, and I have come
to the conclusion that . Mrs. Loomis -should be secured, at
least until you have an opportunity to '}udge whether my
suspicions are correct.”

“If,” he responded, ““it be true that this is the work of
evil spirity, why did they not earry out their plan?”

" Without a moment's hesitation, Clara answered, Prob-
ably they read my thoughts.  For several days past, while
preparing the medicine, I have felt something like a hot
" breath passing over my hand, and last ‘evening it was so
strong as to canse me almost to drop the glase. Then, for
the first time, I mistrusted evil, and determined to speak
to you about it as soon as Daisy retired. Probably the
spirits saw that they were to be foiled and thought to
accuse me of the crime they were secking to perpetrate.
Dr. Bradwell, I have lived a century in the last twenty-
four hours; I have suffered more than language can ex-
press, but the bitterest pang, the keenest sorrow, were in
the thought that gou were so willing to condemn me.”

Clara dropped her head and the tears rolled silently
down her cheeks.

“Clara! Clara! forgive me if I have wronged you. I
was almost insane last night, and little better now. God
knows I would do you mno wrong, but when you recall the
scene through which we passed you cannot blame me.”

“I do not blame you, but it was cruel, oh! so eruel,”
she sobbed, “to accuse me, above all others in the world,
me—who love her|so devotedly!” Here she raised the
ring to her lips, thep wiping the tears from her eyes, she

/ - '
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continued in a broken voice, “Dr. Bradwell, I have made
every arrangement to leave your home, but I cannot go
with this terrible shadow over my heart. Say that you
trust me as before this happened, and all other sorrow will
be as nothing. 1 go, but shall return, and all will be ex-
plained. Say that you belicve it.” .

“I cannot believe you guilty,” he replied; “it must be
as you say. I shall spare no pains to detect the guilty
parties.” : ‘

“QOh! thanks! thanks! Now T ean breathe freely, the

- weight of this horrible suspicion lifted from my heart.

One word more before I go, that is, look well to Mrs,
Loomis. I feel sure that she is in some way connceted
with this affair.  Farewell! I shall see you no more until
I can prove my innocence.”

1 have but one regquest to make,’

L]

said the doctor in a
half hesitating manner, “it is that you will not sec Mrs.
Bradwell to bid her good-bye.”
“You do not trust me,” said Clara, the hot blood rush-
ing to cheek and brow. ‘
He wag embarrassed, and, before he counld collect his
thoughts to frame a reply, Clara was gone.

s
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CHAPTER XXXVI

FROOE OF GUILT.

Soon after Clara’s departure, Mrs. Spaulding was an-
nounced. She entered the parlor and confided to Dr. Brad-
well her suspicions of Clara, concluding with the advice:

“Doctor, send her away.”

“She has gone,” he replied.

“(Gone! where? when?” )

“8he left this morning. I do not know her place of
destination. We will sphak of her no more; and ahove
all, do not name her in the presence of my wife, whose
condition i very critical.”

He could not hring himself to speak of the scene through
which Le had passed the night before, nor of the accusation
that had been so boldly charged upon Clars. 7

“8hould Maggie Wild arrive to-day,” he continued,

“you will please not 1'ef'er to this subject, as I wish to test’

lier clairvoyant powers.
“I shall not mention Clal a8 name to her, replied Mrs.
Spaulding, rising to accompany him to Mrs Bradwell’s

room. She found her friend lying motionless as a corpse.

She opened her cyes and looked at Mrs. Spaulding, but
gave no sign of veeognition. All that day she remained
with the doctor by the invalid’s side, trying to revive the
spark of life so nearly extinguished, Towards evening
Mrs. Bradwell appeared better, but there was a vacant
look in the eyes that proved conclusively how weakencd
and shattered was the mind. Late in the evening Clar-
ence and Maggie arrived, but Maggie was too much
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fatigned to visit the sick room that night. The nex:
" morning the doctor invited Ler into the parlor, when the
follawing conversation ensueid.

“ Miss Wild, I am a believer in the existence of spivit
aml their power to veturn to earth. Whether good or evil.
whether their object in returning be high and noble or
low aud vile, whether communien with them is refining v
demoralizing, are questions not to my mind satisfactorily
solved. 1 have had some experience in spiritual manifes-
tationts in my own family, and 1 do not doubt your power
to see and communicate with the departed; but you pos-
sess another gift of which I have heard much. T senffor
you for the purpose of having you, it possible, ascertain
the canse of Mrs. Bradwell’s sickness. If you can do so,
you will not only ensure my gratitude, but be amply com-
pensated for your services. ' But before we enter her room
I desire you to give mce a solemn promize that whatever
you may see or hear you will never digclose.”

Maggie fixed her truthful eyes npon his face and replied:

Y cun make no such promise: whatever I may receive
that can henefit the world, the world must have.”

“You do not understand me,” ho replied.  “Should you
discover anything in regard to an individial that you
felt would bring disgrace if revealed, and result in no
benefit—"

“Then my lips would be forever sealed,” quietly replied
Maggie. ,

“It is eénough,” he said, “I am satisfied. Come.”

And he led the way to Mrs. Bradwell’s room.

Mrs, Spaulding had requested that 'she might have the
privilege of being present at this clairvoyant examination,
but the doctor had replied:

“I prefer to have no one near but myself and wife.”.

He knew not what might be said or done, and he deter-
14 '

D i o i
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mined that no one should hear Clara accused of the crime
of intended murder. On entering Mrs, Bradwell's room,
Maggie passed into the magnetic state, and commenced an
examination of the patient before her, Her symptoms
- were all correctly given. .
' «But the eause, the cause!” urged the doctor in an ex-
cited, impatient voice. '

Maggie for some moments was silent, during which a
ook of intense anxiety and bewildered astonishmeit came
over her face. At last she said:

“There can be no mistake; I find poison. It seems to
have been given in small quantities. It has had a power-

ful influence upon the brain, which it seems almost to have ,

paralyzed.”

“The remedy, the remedy! criefl- the doctor. “ls
there anything that will restore her to health?”

«“She will live,” replied Maggie.

She then gave directions as to the remedies to be used
in restoring the patient. He listened attentively, and re-

112

corded the directions as given. When she ceased speak- |

ing, he said:

“You are sure she will live?”

“Yes, but her mind will never be as strong as before.”

“One more question,” said the doctor, and rising, he
walked hastily ap and down the room, and scemed to be
trying to speak what his lips were reluctant to utter.
“(an you—that is—do you—do you see—'T Then, as
if ashamed of his stammering confusion, he at last spoke
out boldly: *Can you see who administered the poison?”

«T sce spirits in the room, and Daisy and you, Doctor.”

“] know, I know!” said the doctor excitedly.

“Be quiet,” said Maggie, and then she related the scene
of the night previous. It was evident that the doctor suf-
fered intensely during the recital,
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Maggie then related what transpired in Clara’s room,
and cnded by saying: ¢ Clara Gordon prepared and admin-
istered the drug that so nearly proved fatal,”

“ Are you sure of thie?”

“If you want proof,” said Maggie, ““go to her room,
scarch the under drawer of the bureau, and you will scv
there a small. box, which in the hurry of leaving, she has
forgotten. It is locked, but you can open it, and there
you will find proof of her guilt.”

“Can it be?” he muttered in a voice hoarse with agita-
‘tion.  “Yes, yes, it must be true.””  And again came to
his face the hard, stern look. “That is all which it is
necessary to give,” he said addressing the cluirvoyant
“I did not know but it was possible that evil spirits had
something to do with this,”

“T can see none beside Clara implicated in this plot,”
replied Maggie, '

“Her object?”.

“That I cannot tell, as T am not sufﬁclently in sympa-
thy with her to read her thoughts elearly.”

Maggic immediately after became fully entranced by a
gpirit who claimed to have been present the night before.
He chided the doctor for thinking for a moment that.
spirits would return to earth to destroy his happiness amd
take the lifc of his innocent companion. In allusion to
Clara, he said that he had long tried to give warning of
the danger he saw surcly approaching, that he could not
control Daisy, and that this was the first opportunity he
had ever secured of speakmrr freely. Ie told him to have
confidence in the spirits who were watching over his house-
hold, to cherish the sacred gift of mediumship in Daisy, to
give heed to the directions of their guardian spirits, and
he would thus avoid much trouble in the future. “Your
wife,” continued th¢?spirit, “will recover, but never be as
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before. Do not reproach yourself, for you have done what
vou thought best.” _

“ And Clara?’ queried the doctor, in a trembling voice,
twhat course shall T pursue in vegard to her? Shall I
bring her to justice!”

“Leave her in the hands of a higher power. God's
eternal laws hold her in thelr unylelding grasp. Iler
punishment will be severe enough. Keep a knowledge of
her guilt from the world.”

The spirit then withdvew, leaving the doctor in a much
better frame of mind than before. He scized the fivst
opportunity to scarch in Clara’s room for the box that had
been described. He found it, and breaking the lock, dis-
covered, that he had received an aceurate deseription of
the contents. There was the poison from which Clara had
given to-his wife, and also the tiny vial procured, in case
of emergency, for her own use. This box Clara had in-
tended to destroy before she left the house, but her inter-
view with the doctor, and his refusal to allow her to see
his wife, had so confounded her, that in her anxiety and
haste to depart, she forgot thé box, and now it had become
evidence indisputable of her erime.

“Wretched woman!” he exclaimed, “T pray to my God
that you may never again cross my path.”
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CHAPTER XXXVIEL

MRS, LOOMIS.

Mgs: SpauLping and her young friend had been inmates
of Dr. Bradwell’s house about eight or ten days. Mrs.
Spaulding found that her failing strength would not per-
mit her longer to take charge of Mrs. Bradwell, and Mag-’
gie’s sensitive nature was greatly depressed by the impen-
etrablc gloom that shadowed the house.

“I must go home, and you shall accomp.my mc,, " said
Mrs. Bpaulding. “I have not been as well as usial this
winter, and I fecl that the care and anxziety conscquent
upon attendance on Mrs, Bradwell have been too much
for my strength, and although you, Maggie, do not com-
plain, I see that you cannot resisi the depressing influence
here. You are now in my charge, and I feel that I should
not be doing my duty were I to permit you to remain and
thus unfit yourself for the duties before you. Here comes
Dr. Bradwell, Iwill mention to him the necessity of change.
His wife is so much better that I think she can w1th safety
be confided to the eharge of an experienced nurse.’

“You know that I urged your having assistance when
you first came here,” said Dr. Bradwell after Mys, Spauld-
ing had laid the case before him.

“Yes, but I objected because I disliked to have her
entrusted to the care of a stranger; but she is so much
nnproved that I think now there can he no d:mgor in
doing s0.’

“The difficulty is where to obtain an efficient and trust-
worthy woman,” said the doctor
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“When Mrs. Anthony’s little girl was here last even-
mg,” said Maggie, “she told me that her sister had been
very ill, and that they had such a good nurse to take care
of her. She heard their physician say that the woman
had done more than the medicine to restore her sister to
health.” '

“Ts she still there ?”

"¢ The child said she was to leave to-day.”

«T will call and see her, and if possible engarre her to
take charge of Mrs. Bradwell.”

With this remark, the doctor lefi the ladies and pro-
ceeded at once to the house of his neighbor., He found,
upon his arrival, that the lady and her daughter were not
at home, and he was told by the honsekeeper that the
nurse had left, but would return at noom.

“What is her name?” was his next inquirj.

The housekecper comld not recall the name, but was
lavish of commendations of the individual who bore it.

“You think she has no engagement?”

“he has had many calls, but said she had not promlsed
to go anywhere. But I think she would go to attend your
wife if you solicited her. She likes this neighborhoed, and
many a time I have seen her standing by the window look-

" ing toward your house, and when I askel her why she
looked in that direction so often, she answered that there
was something about it that recalled events of her own life.
Then she would try to choke back the sobs that would
come.’ ‘

“If she is subject to such depression of spirits, I do not
consider that she would be a proper companion for an in--
valid,” gaid the doctor.

“8he is always cheerful in the sick room. It is enly
when she believes herself to be alone that she yields to
such feelings.”

—— . —— e ¢ e e R
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“Well, if she is willing to come and take charge of Mr:.
Bradwell, send her to my 'house as soon as she returns.”

“Yes, sir, I am sure she will go,” said the housekeeper.
and the doctor withdrew to inform Mrs. Spaulding and
Maggie of his success.

“T am very glad,” he said, “that you are willing to have
another take your place, for I know that you have over-
taxed yourself.. I shall miss your society, but for your
sake I am glad of the changc. Mrs. Spauldmg, shall 1
“order your carriage? A ride in the morning air will do
you both good, and I will remain until the nurse arrives.”

T'o this arrangement Mrs. Spaulding assented, and soon
after bade Mrs. Bradwell adieu, and, accompanied by
Maggie, returned to her own quiet home. Mrs. Bradwell
was able to sit up, but still retained her languid, indifferent
demeanor to all around her. She had not even once in-
guired for Clara; her very existence secmed forgotten.
Her hushand, who had ever received her heart’s deepest
devotion, was treated as only a pgssing acquaintance. It
was impossible to engage her in conversation. His hope
was, that as she gained strength of body, she would recover
the powers of her mind. His attention was unremitting,
and every thing that kindness could suggest was obtained
for her; for from the time of Clara’s departure, he had
neglected all business and devoted himself wholly to his
invalid wife. .

" On tlic morning of which we write, he was sitting alone,
absorbed in reverie. Very weary of life was he, and as
the hours dragged slowly on while he awaited the arrival
of the expected attendant, his spmts sunk to the lowest
plane of despondency.

“Why should I live?” he mused' “lLife for me has no
blessings. Oh! that T could forget all in the silence of
the grave!”
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His gloomy musings were interrupted by the announce-
ment of u stranger, who desired his immediate attendance
upon a gentleman who had been very suddenly taken ill.

“Ii is but a few steps,” he urged, seeing the doctor
hesitate, “it will not detuin you long.”

Stepping into the next room, th(, doctor gave some di-
rections in regard te his wife, adding:

“T am expuecting a woman to take charge of her. Should
she arrive before my return, show her up to Mrs. Brad-
well's room,”

Having given these directions, he announced himself
ready to go with the stranger.

Soon after his departure, the nurse arrived, whom no
donht the reader has recognized as Mrs. Loomis, who ac-
cording to directions was conducted to the room of the
invalid. Mrs. Bradwell seemed to have no recollection of
her, and received her with the same indifference that she
manifested toward all others. But when Mrs. Loomis
pasqed her hand over the invalid’s hrow, and in gentle,
loving words talked to her of the bright futuro that awaited
her, the silent tears flowed over her p’ile cheeks, nnd look-
ing into the face of her new attendant, she said: '

“You are good, very good and kind. I think Ihsw
seen your face sometime in my dreams, but you must not
talk to me of the future. See, you have made me weep;
these are the first tears I have shed for many months.”

“Tt will do you good to weep; it will reliove your poor
sad heart. I omust talk to you of the future: you are to
regain your health and strength and be happy —happier
than you have ever heen before.”

“Happy, bappy !”’ said Mrs. Bradwell. ¢ No, ne, I shall
nover be happy again; the sunshine of love has vanished,
and my heart is frozen.” '

“It is winter now, but the sweet birds of spring will
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retnrn and sing in the garden of your soul,” said Mrs.
Loomis. ‘

«No, no, it cannot be; the great iey glaciers of distrust
stand there; the snow les thick where once the flowers of
trust and love bloomed so beautifully. . Do not talk to me
any more,” she said, putting out her hand toward Mrs.
Loomis, “but stay near me, very ncar me; let me hold
your hand; do not go away when Ae comes.” I am always
so cold, and when he comes near T shiver from head to
foot. Don’t leave me, and by and by I will tell you how
my heart died and was buried in the snow drift.”

Mrs. Bradwell ceased #peaking and Mrs. Loomis made
no further attempt to draw her into conversation. 'The
hours passed on, and late in the afterncon Dr. Bradwell
returned and went directly to his wife’s room.  As he
neared the deor, a low murmuring sound reached his ear.
Leoking through the partly open door,he beheld a scene
' never to be forgotten. Mrs. Bradwell was resting upén a
low couch, her eyes closed, and. apparently she wag in a
profound and peaceful glumber. On the floor by the side
of the couch knelt Mrs. Loomis. Her face was turned
partly from the door, she was looking intently upon the
sleeper with such an expression of tenderness and pity as
an angel might wear when looking down npon the sorrows
of earth. Her hands were clasped, and in a low pleading
voice she was uttering one of thése decp, carnest prayers
that can be uttered only by those who have themselves
suffered. She prayed not for herself, but for the suffering
one before her. ‘ '

“( Father God! give her life. Take wme if thou wilt,
for I am but a withered leaf, drifting upon the sca of ex-
istence. Take me, but oh! spare her; restore her confi-
dence, her love. Oh! give her back to him whose happi-
ness depends wpon her; compel him snot to drink -of this
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last bitter eup. Guardian angels, spirits of the departed,
strike me to the earth, drink my lifc Blood if you will, but
oh! for his sake, spare, and restore her to health. 1i she
be taken, the lamp of his life will go out. in darkness. An-
gels, you have the pow er; come und do for him what t}_l(,Sb

* feeble hands cannot do.”

Long and earnestly she continued thus to supplicate,
till the inadvertent listener, overcome by his feelings,
turned noisclessly from the door and sought another roow,
that he might contro] himself before meeting one whom he
little dresmed would ever again find shelter bencath his roof.

“It is Mrs. Loomis, Mrs. Loomis,” he repeated; ‘she
whom 1 despised and drove from my house. She comes
to me in my sorrow and despair, she soothes my wife into
the sweetest stumber she has known for weeks, she pleads
with God and angels to restore that wife, always saying

for his sake, for his happiness. Who is che? and why

does she plead so earnestly for me? I am like one walk-
ing in a dream; I .can scarcely tell the real from the
visionary; but one thmg is certain, Mrs. Toomisis here.
I should have been dismayed had I not seen her thus, and
heard the deep utterances of her splrlt Even now I am
not sure that she ig really here: it may be that she has
only appeared to vanish again as many times before. I
will go and see.”

Retracing his steps, he again stood in the presence of
Mrs. Loomis. . She was now sitting by the side of the in-
valid, making magnetic passes over the weary brain of the
sleeper. ~ As he entered, she arose with perfect self-posses-
slon, and said:

“J am here at your reguest.”

He bowed, too much- confused to speak, and in his be--

wilderment he could not recall that he had solicited her
presence. '

o it @B et
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- «T did not arl'iife as soon as you expected me,” she said;
“1 was unavoidably detained. I have been with your wife
three hours.. She has been resting thus over an hour, and
I trust she will awaken with her mind strengthened.”

“She is recovering slowly,” he answered, “but T have
been troubled as to the inaction of her mental facultics.
If we can interest her in any Su[}Ject or person, I think
this fearful lethargy that holds her mind in its leaden
grasp, may be broken. But she refuses to converse with
any one, and I am beginning to fear that her system has
received a shock that Will baflle the skill of the best counsel
that T can procure.”

“She will be at rest, she will recover,” answered Mrs.
Loomis, “and it is possible that I may find the cause that
underlies this state of apathy, though I may not he able to
procure the remedy.”

““How do you propose to do this?”

“Through my sympathy for her; by entering into her
life and cauging her to realize that I too have been in the
valley of despair, have suffered ,as she is suffering, have
triumphed at last over all that combined to destroy me,
and have reached in safety the arbor of reposc.

“Do this, and I will bless you forever.

Mrs. Loomis had greatly changed sinee her last interview
with Dr. Bradwell. She was now the positive and control-
ling mind, he the negative. She referred to Mrs. Bradwell
as-one belonging to her as much as to the doctor, and in-
stead of submitting to his direetions, she gave to him her
- orders, in a low but firm voice, and he obeyed, wondering
how the timid, shrinking governess had acquired so much
valuable information; and what had changed her into such
a self-poised, commanding woman.
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CHAPTER XXXVIIIL.
SCENER IN.TIIE OTHER LIFE.

“CrarercE,’” said Harry Young, as he met his friend
on one of the great theroughfares of the eity, “I under-
stand that Mrs. Spaulding, accompanied by Maggie, re-
turned to her house over a week since. Can you arrange
to go thither with me this evening? T do not wish 1o
intrude, but I was so well pleased with the communica-
tions we received at the Cure, and am so deeply interested
in this subject, that I feel that 1*5 would: be o prmlege to
meet her again for investigation.’

Olamnce fixed his eyes upon Halry and humorously
asked:

“Ig it the communications or the medium in which you
are most interested, Harry?”

“I do not deny being much interested in Miss Wild,”
Harry answered. “A nature so pure and elevated as hers
could not fail to command the respect of all who come
within its influence.”

“But I thought you had always been a worshiper of
heanty,” said Clarence. “Maggie is very plain.”

“There may be a difference of opinion in regard to that,
however,” Harry continued. “It is her intellectual and
“spiritual superiority that win ray admiration.” '

“You are very frank, Harry.”

“Wly should I not be? I look upon her as one above
and beyond the reach of earthly love: Has she not been
permitted to enter the home of the angels? te see and con-
verse with the advanced minds living in the higher realm?
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To me she is now a spirit. No taint or stain of carth-lifs
remains upon her garments. I worship her as T would
star, whose light and beauty are far above me, or like some
great truth that comes to inspire and take us nearer to the
Divine.” :

“3Well, Harry, T think you do.not_undcrsmn& your own
heart. However, we will not discuss this subject now, but
~leave it for time to explain. I too enjoy those hours of
cormmunion with the departed above everything clse on
earth, Yes, we will go to-night. I will be at your.-rooms
at seven.” And with this understanding the friends
separated, '

Maggie was very happy in the society of Mrs. Spauld-
ing, and the evening previous to the conversation given
above, she had received Intimation from her celestial com-
panions that she was soon to commence a course of publie
lectures. Maggie’s timid nature shrunk from this, but she
had determmed to follow the direction of her spirit guides.
She was discussing this prospective with Mrs. Spaulding
when Harry and Clarence were announced.  After a hrief
but pleasant conversation, Clarence asked if they could be
favored with something from the spivits.

“T will sce,” said Maggie, who was always ready to aid
all who were in search of truth. After a fow moments of
gilence she said:

“The GorpEN KrY is again in my hand, although I do
not know when it was placed there. I see the same great
doot opening again, and the same sea, over which I glide
as before, On, on! it is wonderful to me that an organ-
ized body ecan move with such rapidity and not lose its
identity. I will not repeat a description of the scenes on
the way, but remain silent until I reach my destination.’

Harry took out his watch and noted ﬁve, ten, twenty
minutes, then Maggie spoke:
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“I have once again reached the shore, and here Prarw
awaits me. She is alone, and smiles sweetly upon me as I
step upon the strand. One thing I canmot understand;
Prakn always appears a little above and beyond me; never
stands at my side as do other spirits, and scldom speaks,
. but when she does her voice sounds like the combination
of all melodies. She is beckoning me to follow her. Ilow
lightly and easily she moves through this beautiful atmos-
phicre! T ean walk upon the moss-covered earth, or float
just above it, though for some cause I am not able to rise
to the hight occupied by PEARL. This way of traveling
produces & strange sensation. I think I could be content
for ages to float through this rose-tinted atmosphere, gazing
down upon the various objects of beauty and grace that
adorn this home of the spirit.
“While we have been talking, I have passed over a great
extent of country and now stand at the entrance of an im-
mense park. Here are silver fountains, whose waters are
dancing and sparkling in the mellow light; rave flowers of
every form and hue; lovely bowers formed of vines and
blossoms; tall, graceful trees beneath whose shade wander
. groups of spirits, It is evidently a festive occasion, for
' - the park is filled with forms all radiant with light and
beauty. Men, women, and children walk beneath the
leafy shade, recline or rest in the rosy bowers, and weave
garlands of beauty to adorn the brows of the fair maideng
whose radiant loveliness I will not attempt to describe.
All seem to be gay, light-hearted, and happy. But among
the cheerful throng, I see here and there a group of God-
like minds, who seem to be deeply absorbed in solving some
profound question. These spirits have evidently come from
o different sphere from a majority of those in the park.
There is about them that calmness and repose only to he
attained by culture. In o distant part of this vast paurk 1

!
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see a platform beautified by flowers and mosscs, and around
it arc gathered a great number of spirits. Now I sce the
speaker for whom they have cvidently been waiting. e
is one of thosé to whom T have referred. Iis form is tall
and commanding, his brow broad and full, featurcs regular,
eyes of a clear, calm, beautiful blue. His apparel is easy
and elegant, and as he speaks the great concourse who
have assembled become silent. There is & powerful mag-
netic influence in those eyes, a charm in the voice, a depth
of thought and expression, holding the attentive listener as
spell-bound.”

“Can you hear what he says?” asked Clarence.

“Yes, he is a missionary sent from one of the higher
gpheres of spirit life. PEARL and a spivit ealled ByLva
stand very near him., I should think from Syrva’s look

of love and pride as she gazes upon the speaker, that he
is her companion in the land of souls.”

“The Bible informs us that there is. no marrying or
giving in marriage in heaven,” said Mrs. Spaulding.

“*What God hath joined together, man or spirit cannot
put asander,” spoke a clear, deep voice above them.

This manifestation so awed Mrs. Spaulding that she
made no further ohjection to companionship in the spheres.

“Do you see Lottie?” asked Clarence.

“&he has been listening to the address; she is sui-
rounded by friends, and scems happy and contented.”

“Who is with her?”

“Ter father and mother, and a number I do not recog-
nize. Sitting by her side is the spirit who gave to me this
Gorpex Kev.”

“Who is he?"’ asked Clarence. :

“I do not know; she seems to know him well. They
are now walking apart frem the rest, and he has plucked a
spray of snow white blossoms and placed them in her hair,”
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“And, she seems happy?” said Clarenco in a sad voice.

“Yes, her cheek i ig flushed, her eyes bright, and her step
as light as a fawn’s.” ‘

“She has forgotten me,” said Clarence. *“1 do not
wonder; the grave is between us. I am mortal, bound to
this lowest plane of existence, she an angel, surrounded by
the glory of elysium, and free to roam from star to star,
from world to universe. Her spirit is emancipated from
the clay, and now she is all absorbed in obtaining grest
truths that angels only know. 8he is constantly agcend-
ing, reaching forward for something higher, while 1 am
forgotten and left to drag out o miserable existence alone,
O Lottie! I would not bind you to earth, or retard your
progress, but ¥ would to God that I could have retained
you! Maggie, tell mo no more of the glory of that realm,
Better annihilation than to live as I am doomed to live.”

Clarence dropped his head and groaned aloud. Harxy
and Mys. Spaulding were deeply affected by his guef but
Maggie scemed not to have heard his words.

“They are coming,” said Maggie, “the same group that
first came to you, Clarence. Lottic has in her hand a
golden harp. I seem to be traveling with them, we are
nearing the earth. They are apparently unconseious of
my presence. Lottie is singing. - It scems as if you mmst
hear her now, Clarence. I will try and repeat a few lines
for your comfort:

“0Oh! what were the beauty of heaven.

And the rapturous bliss of that shore,
If death were a parting efernal,

And T could see thee nover miors!
Then down from that region of beauty,

Down from that hright shining shore,
Borne on the wings of affection,

I come to thes, darling, once more.”

1
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“Lottie, Lottle'” exclaimed Clarence, springing to his
feet, “is this indeed true? Have you heard the deep cry
" of my spirit? have you scen mo oxtend my arms for you?
have you left the beautiful home of your spirit to retuxn
to the shadows of earth? Lottie, are you mine, still mine,
or has another, more worthy, but not more loving, taken
vou from me?”
“Doubting mortal,” said Lottie, “know you not that—
’ “This earth life is but the dawning,
The bright and glorious mormng,
Of love's flower?
For its perfect, tull unfolding,.
The bright future life is holding
. . . All its power,

“Ohl then cease thy vain repining;
See, the golden sun is shining
- Overhead.
See old superstition falling;
- Hark! the voice of love is calling
From the dead.

“Dead no more, but swift returning,

To thine own my soul is yearning
As of yore;

Swift on wings of love descending,

VWith thine own my soul is blending,
Evermore.

v

~ “You doubted me, Clarence. Did I not tell you that
death could not chill the affections of the soul? - True love
is tmmortal, cannot die, cannot be transferred, and the
highest angel that has ever descended from the highest

planes of spirit-life, would fail to awake in my heart one
15
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throb of that affection which is

the great longings of my soul after trut

~ THE GOLDEN KEY.

wholl ¥

S vt

and swisdom are

being answered, but as I drink from the célestial fountain,
the thounrht that inspires me most is that I may be more
perfect .:md more worthy the love of him by whose side I am
destined to walk through the countless ages of the fusure.”

“0Q my Lottie!” said Clarence, as the medinm paused,
“do not speak of making yourself worthy; you are now
so far above me that I despair of being able to mect the
demands of your rapidly unfolding soul.
pelled to live amid the darkness of earth for many years,
while you will be climbing the shining steeps leading to
the higher spheres, forgetting the heart that mourns for

you in sofitude and tears.

Lottie, do not leave me.
-time I will moke myself worthy of your love.

I may be com-

In .
Oh! that

T could believe it to be impossible for you to go from me.”

“Believe it,"” replied Lottie, “for it is as Impossible for
me to leave you as it would be to go out of existence.
But do not anticipate a long dreary life on earth; it has
been given me to know that we shall soon walk togethet in
There are many places
of interest which I have desired to visit, but knowing that
you aré soon to come, L have waited for you.”

“Lottie, is thiz indeed true? it is joyful news, and yet

the flowery gardens of paradise.

I cannot understand it.
«“Much as T long for you,”

on earth: but it will not bé so. -

where parting is no more.”

T still am young and strong.’

replied Lottie, T 1eallze
that it would be better for you to remain the allotted time
The golden bowl will be
shattered, and I shall be the first to greet you in that land

'

Clarence had many questions te ask in rermd to the
time and manner of his departure, but could obtain no
further information, Lottie saying that she had gained her
knowledge from one who hed power to diseern the fatare,
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but he would not reveal the particulars. Iere the spirit

who had given Maggie the GOLDEN Kxy, threw her into «

deep trance and addressed the liftle “group, explaining

much that she had been unable to understand. e spoke

of the ather life ag but 4 continuation of this, and said that

Maggie did not leave the body as she sometimes supposed.

That what she saw were but psychological views, pictares

taken from real objects and presented to her by the con-

trolling mind. The sounds she heard were produced in

the same way, but the voice of Lottie and other spirits

speaking to them in the room was a reality, the substance,
not the shadow, of what really did exist,

As the spirit ended, Harry asked permission to have an-

other interview the next week, which was readily granted.
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CHAPTER XXXIX

THE 'SCARLET VELVET BAND.

Mgs. Spaviping, Maggie, and Daisy were sitting by the
cheerful fire, Daisy, busy with the new doll Mrs. Spaulding
had presented to her, while the other two occupants of the

" room conversed upon the events of the night previous.

 “Maggie,” asked Mrs. Spaulding, “do you think it pos-
sible that there can be hills and valleys, lakes and rivers,
flowers and vines, birds and fountains, in the spirit world?
(lan there be lowly cottages and palatial mansions, smiling
villages and magnificent cities, halls of art and schools of
learning? o spirits pursue their various occupations as
upon earth? If so, why have we received such false im-
pressions of the life beyond?” ‘

“Because mankind have been so wholly absorbed upon
the material plane of existence, have been so content with
the visible instead of pushing their inquiries into the un-
seen where exists the formative power, the creative prin-
ciple of all realities,” said Maggie.

“You speak of the mind,of man being too much occupied
upon the material plane of thought, and yet you speak of
the spiritual world as being matter or substanee. Be care-
“ful, Maggie, or with all your spiritual advantages, you will
become a materialist.” .

#“We want the truth, by whatever name ealled replied
Maggie. “Heat, that we can neither weigh nor measure,
is substance. The invisible air, moving over the earth like
a conquering giant, is substance, and far more potent than
the great waters of the ocean, which are composed of a




THE SCARLET VELVET BAND. 229
much coarser form of matter, for it tosses old ocean into
heaving billows. Magnetism is substance, yet behold how
much greater its power than are the forms which appear to
the physical senses. Thought is substance; behold with
what rapidity its darts through earth and to heaven.”

“Would you teach that spirit is substance?"

“It has been so explained to me,” answered Maggic.

At this moment Daisy dropped her playthings, and com-
ing to Maggie, putting her arms around her neck, said:

“Aunt Maggie, I have seen that beautiful world far
away beyond the mountains, where mamma and Lillie live.
Oh! it is beautiful.there! Lillie holds the liftle birds in
her hands and they sing for her sweetly: they do not try
to fly away. Lillie does not walk on the ground as I do,
but floats through the air. Some day she is coming to
take me to live with her.”

“Daisy, do you want to go? Are you not afrmd"”
asked Mrs. Spaulding.

“QOh! no; Ishall not be afraid, for my pretty mamma
and Lillie will go with me. 1 shall not be afraid. Lillie
says there are a great many little girls there. They have
beautiful parks to play in, and when they arc tired they
do not go into a great dark homse to rest, but lie down
upon the roses; they are not afraid, for there is nothing
to harm them. But, Aunt Maggie, Jennie Ashnell told
me that my mamma was put into the ground and I could
never 'see her any more. 1 told her it could not be, for 1
saw my mamma every night, and sometimes in the bright
sunshine; she talked to‘me and loved me, and she could
not do this if she had been nailed up in & box and put intg
the gr'ound. Then Jennie laughed at me and said T was
; dreaming. . What made Jennie tell me such a story, and
‘7 say that my other mamma, too, would be put into the
< . ground?” '

R

i
:

R
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“Daisy, do you remember the flower seeds that your
mamma put into the ground last spring? The rain fell
-,u'fmn them, the sunshine warmed the cold earth and called
-to the little germ to come out of the darkness; and then
the seed burst its bonds and the little tender shoots came
up to greet the sunshine.”
“Yes, T remember. I watched it every day until the
flowers came.”
“Well, Daisy, dear, your body iz o shell, the covering
of a beautiful, spiritual body. TInside of this little hand
“of yours there is & spirit hand, but like the little plant,
you are bound here within this little cagket, or shell.
This body is heavy; you cannot go through the air as
Lillie ean, but every day the spirit body is growing stronger,
and those spirit eyes are looking away into a far world,
and by and by you will hear the angels say, ‘Daisy, come
up higher.” Then your spirit body will rise out of the
shell just as the little germ came up out of the dark form
that held it. This body, Daisy, will be like a garment
that is of no use to you. Our little Daisy will go to live
in that beautiful clime she hag so often seen, and this little
form will be put into the ground, for you will have no more
use for it.” ‘

' “Thank you, Aunt Maggie; now I know what Jennie
means, and T shall be so glad when 1 can put this body to
sleep with the flowers while I go to live with mamma.”

“No, Daisy,” said Mrs. Spaulding deeply affected, “you
must not wish to go. Do yon know, darling, that there -
are a great many people in this world that do'not know
anythmg about that spirit world which you and Aunt Mag-
gie have seen? You must live, grow strong, and work as
Aunt Maggie is working, to teach the people, so that they
may not be afraid to dic or let their friends go from them.”

«Did you ever have a friend die?” asked Daisy.
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“Yes, Daisy: a husband and a dear little boy.”

“Did you see them when they rose out of their bodies?”’

“No, love; T thought as Jennie does, that they were
buried in the grave.’

“But why did you not see them? and why did they not
speak to you as mamma does to me?”

“Daisy, do you remember the little blind boy, who could
not se¢ you even when you were close to him?”

“Yes, his eyes wore wide open, and yet he could not gee.”

“Bo every one ha,s spiritual eyes, but all cannot see as
you do.”

“Oh! that is sad; I will try to make you see me, when I. :
get my new body and my dress is shining like mamma’s.”

“I hope it may be many years before they call you
away,” said Maggie.

“Is it not strange,” said Mrs, Spfmldmg, a.ddressmg
Maggie, “that you have never seen my spirit friends?
You have made my life happier than it hag been for many
years, and if you could but give me a communication from
him with whom I spent my early life, if you could but find
my child and tell me who has the charge of him and what
are his surroundings, you would brighten with untold glory
the declining pathway which I am rapidly descending.”

“I would gladly do anything in my power to add to
your happiness, dear Mrs. Spauldmg, but I trust your
days-on earth may yet be many.’

“Maggie, my treasures are on the other side. I have
no regrets for the past, and oh! how beautiful looks the
dawn of that morning fast approaching. I could sympa-
thize with Clarence last night, for at times I have thought
that my loved ones have forgotten me, but the sweet words
of Lottie reassured me, and now I know that somewhere
on the other shore they are waiting to welcome her from
whom they bave been so long separated.”

i
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“Mrs, Spaulding, your child is no longer an infant; he
has grown to the full stature of manhood. In infancy and
youth he was cared for and educated by those who found
their highest happiness in the sweet work of unfolding the
powers of the soul. Frequently he has been brought back
and permitted to linger near you, whom he now loves Wlth
all the deep devotion of his nature.”

“Maggie, how know you this, and why did you not tell
me before?”’

Maggie was silent; her head drooped and bright tears
filled her eyes.

“Speak, Maggie! what is it? Tell me all.”

But Maggie’s sobs choked her utterance.

“Dear child, I have known it this long time, and it will
only add to my happiness to have it confirmed.”

“Oh! I cannot let you go, Mrs. Spaulding! I cannot
give yon up. They have wanted me to tell you for a long
time, but I could not; let us hope they are mistaken. Why
is it that every one Ilove is taken from me? I am selfish;
I would keep you here even when I know it would be for
your happiness to go.”

: . At this moment.the door opened slowly, and @ tall .mag—
mﬁcenﬂy attired lady entered the room. Bowing grace-
fully, she said:

“Pardon the intrusion; I have been riding a great dis-
tance, and I am almost benumbed with the intense cold. I
could not wait to reach the hotel or. to be announced upon
my arrival here.”

Mrs. Spaulding bade her welcome, and drew forward an

- easy chair in which the stranger tock a seat. Her intensely
black eyes fixed themselves upon Daisy, whe shrunk from
her. = She removed her gloves and extended her small
white- hands to the glowing fire, - '

“How comfortable you are! Tam u stranger in the city;

L
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was never here but once before, and then the weathor was -

warm. I do not know why I started on such a journey at
this time of year. I became restless by sta.ying in one
place, and something said, ‘Go,” and here I am.”

“ Have you friends in the city 7" mqulred Mrs. Spaulding.

“Oh! yes; any number of them.”

“1 have lived here many years,” continued Mrs. Spauld-
ing, “and may be acquainted—"

The woman, without waiting for Mrs. Spauldmg to finish
the sentence, turned her blazing eyes upon her, saying:

“fo you are suspicious of me too, are you? Well, ask
ag many questions ag you please, you will never know the
truth; but do not dare to follow me; if you do, you will
have one of the hardest journeys you ever undertook.”

Rising, she drew on her gloves, and looking down upon
Mrs. Spaulding as though she would crush her like a worm,
. she said:

“T have found shelter beneath/your roof, warmth at your
fire; but if you attempt to betray me I will take your life.
I am the QuEEN 0F Dratn. My hand is sure, my stroke
is mortal.”

She then abruptly left the room. Mrs. Spaulding fol-
lowed hier to the door in time to see a two-horse carriage
dashing wildly down the road. Returning to the parlor,
she said:

“Why, Maggm’ I do not believe you have moved sinee

that woman entered the house, You and Daisy are deuthlv

pale; were you afraid of her?”

“She has a dark, dark eloud around her, and both her
- hands are red with blood,” said Daisy, shuddering.

“It was the heat of the fire that made her hands red,”
said Mrs. Spanlding.

“No, no! thei'e Wwas somethmg dripping off them,”
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#Mrg. Bpaulding, did you notice the gcarlet velvet band
upon her wrist?”” said Maggie,

“Yes; what of it?”

“Tt was stained with human blood. I saw the emana-
tions I‘lS]ng from it before she bad been in the room two
minutes.”

“It cannot be possible that this poor insane creature has
committed murder.” '

“T hope not; but I know that band of velvet was stained
with human blood.” ‘

“We shall probably hear of her through the pubhc pa-
pers. She has ewdently escaped from some agylum.”
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CHAPTER XL.

REALITIES OF SPIRIT LIFE.

A the appointed time, Harry Young and Clarence again
met at Mrs. Spaulding’s to seek for light from beyond the
material plane of exisience. After sitting quietly for a
short time, Mrs. Spaulding asked:’

“Did either of you hear anything? I thought I heard
a human voice, speaking in « whisper.”

It is the spirit with the Gorveny Kev,” said Mmggle,
““he stands near, and is evidently attempting to make us
all hear his voice. I cannot see him as plainly as at fivst,
A heavy, impenetrable atmosphere surrounds him.”

“How is it that spirits can speak so as to be heard by
mortals ¥’ Harry inquired.

“They materialize the organs of speech,” replied a voice
in a loud whisper above their heads. '

“How iz this effected?”

“By using the material emanations :msmg from individ-
uals peculiarly organized.”

“Can you form a hand that can grasp materlal sub-
gtances?”

«“Some spirits can.” :

“JTe it in that way that furniture is moved from place
to placet” '

“No; it is done by and through electricity, we having a
better knowledge of its use. The desire for immortality
prés;lpposes its reality, and immortality neccssitates a lo-
cation for the spirit.’ Spirit being substance, its home
must also be substance, else it would not meet the demands
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of spirit existence. Glimpses of the realitics beyond the
veil lave been given you, and it is the desire of advanced
minds to give earth’s children & more rational view of the
life beyond, and explain, ag far as possible, many things
that have bitherto seemed wrapped in a cloud of mystery.
Life in the world beyond is no idle dream. Active, aspi-
" ring mind is not content to fold its wings of thought and
rest when it has but just commeneced its great pilgrimage,
just begun to look out through the open windows and catch
" a glimpse of the glory and beauty, power and wisdom that
await it in the future. There the desire to advance be-
comes intensified as the individual aseends each shining
step in the ladder of growth. To study and comprehend
more perfectly the laws that eontrel the realm of mind and
matter, to look from the visible ohjects swrrounding them
to the invisible fountain of prineiples, is the delightful oe-
cupation of many advanced minds. Others are employed
in bringing out the inherent powers of their being, which
have never been properly unfolded. in earth life. Those
who have had a great love for music, yet have never been
'so situated as to give their time and attention to it, liere
have opportunity to give full and free expressmﬁ to the
divine melody, a part of their nature.”

“Do you have musical instruments in the spirit world?”’
again asked Harry.

“The first, or lowest Summer Land is an exact counter-
part of the material worlds, from which have ascended the
fine particles that compose it. Iere is found all that is
necessary to meet the demands of its inhabitants. Mill-
ions of souls could not be satisfied without musical instru-
ments, consequently they find them here, but finer, inore
beautiful, more perfect than their similitudes upon earth.”

“You speak of spirits demanding music. Does the time

“ever come that the soul advances beyond this need?”
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““No, for music is a principle in the soul, which cannot
be outgrown; but on the higher planes of spirit life, where
there is a more thorough knowledge of the human voice,
instruments are not necessary.”

“We do not guite understand you; please explain,”
said Harry., ‘

“The human voice contains the all of melody, and when
its power and sweetness arc understood, culture and a
proper combination not only enable a group of singers to

+ imitate, but to far excel all harmonies derived from instru-
ments made by the hands of man. No hand can excel the
workmanship of the great creative principle of nathire, nor
is it possible for mortals to have the faintest congeption of
the angelic music which sweeps in waves of harmony
through the higher spheres.”

“How beautifull” exclaimed Harry “Will all eventu-
ally become musicians?" '

“Yes.”

“And poets?” asked Clarence.

«“Yes; poetry is the language of that realm.”

“Then I fear some of us will be compelled to remain si-
lent,” said Mrs. Spaulding.

‘ “Shakspeare and Milton, Cowper and Byron, are but

© guides. to inspire and awaken within each soul the desire
to ascend loftier hights than they have ever reached.
Poetry is the birthright of the soul, and under proper
conditions, it will express itself.” -

“You have shown us your power of reading our
thoughts,” said Harry; “is this the manner in which
spirits converse, or do they speak as you are talking to us?”

“The musie of speech is necessary, hence we have it
here; but on the higher planes it is not a nccessity and
seldom used excepting for the pleasure produced by the
sounds of cultured angelic voices, There each soul is

o it 2 o SR L o e - "
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transparent to the dear eyes of those around. No thought
can be concealed.  Fhere is o deception there, nov iz there
a necessity for it, for the needs of every soul are met.”

“You imply that deception is necessary under certain
circumstances,” remarked Mrs. Spaulding, who was un-
compromising in her striet integrity.

“Deception is always an effect of unfortunate or immor-
al smroundings. The soul is hampered or bound in some
way, and it uses deception to obtain that object or condition
which rightly belongs to it. Study the laws of cause and
.you will admit the position I take.”

“Maggie has spoken of temples, towers, villages, and
- cities: will you please tell us of what substance or material
those buildings are compesed, and how and by whom erect-
ed ¥’ said Clarence.

“I have. said that the lowest plane of the Summer Land
was composed of the finest emanations thrown off from
material orbs. You are aware that all rocks, stones, crys-
tals, as well ag grasses, leaves, and flowers, are constantly
sending forth the finest and best parts of themselves; thus,
the fragrance of the vose is finer and better than the form
that the material cye can see. These brilliant colored
emanations from the vegetable and animal worlds, and the
bright, flame-like particles rising from the emerald, ruby,
amethyst, and all precious stones, all are substances: that
will eventually be acknowledged by science. Think you
that the creative power that formed this and other worlds
was not competent to build and furnish a yet more glorious
temple for the spirit to inhabit? DBut we first have the
natural and then the spiritual. Through laws which are
instruments, the great Unknown has purified and refined,
then attracted to their proper sphere all those atoms of
which we have been speaking, Hence you will perceive
that there is no lack of fine, beautiful material from which
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to construct the magnificent temples and the great halls
dedicated to art and science, and also the clegant hémes
that beautify the lowest planes of wpirit life. It is casy
for you to understand that during the vast period of time
that this and ether worlds have beei sending spirity to that
* more advanced state of cxistence, therc have been many
millions whose great delight has been found 'in the work
of which we have been speaking, When satisfled with this,
they have advanced beyond what I may term the beautify-
ing of their homes, Then some heautiful truth, or some
holy aspiration found its way into their souls, and %tep by
step they rise to grect a higher good, a dearer life.”

“And the ﬂowms and the birds, are they realities too?”
asked Mrs. Spanlding.

“Yes; as said before, this is a real world, and yet a
knowledge of the unseen forees of nature, gives spirits a
power that seems almost miraculous. For instance, when
your friend Lottie was about to pass from the loving arms
that would have kept her here, a bower of beauty was pre-
paved for her reception.  The flowers and buds and mosses
were made for that pul‘pqso.”

“Not made by spirits!” said Clarence.

“Yece; they who possess sufficient knowledge, can con-
centrate the elements necessary for the prodpction of these
floral treasures. This is often done on festive occaslons,
immenge halls are thus prepared with liitle labor.”

“Do they remain? do they live?”

“They are short-lived, but not more so than the flowers
of earth. Their life depends much upon the skill of those
'by whom they are ereated.” , ,

«Wonderful!” said Clarence. “Can fruit be produced
in the same manner?”

“Yes, by those who understand it, the most dclicate and
delicious fruit can thus be produced; and the time is not
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far distant, when the earth and its atmosphere will be suffi-
ciently refined, and medinmistic powers sufficiently develop-
ed and understood, for spirits to accompiish the same heve.
But the specimcns which they will thus be able to produce
will not compmre very favorably with those of which I have
been speaking.” :

“Ts it necessary for spirits to partake of food in order
to retain individuality?” asked Mrs. Spaulding,

“No; spirits once individualized can never be absorbed

by the great Positive Mind. There is no such thing as

* annihilation for matter or spirit. Spirits exist by absorb-
ing the nutritious properties which fill the atmosphere.
They partake of food; and if you could look with clair--
voyant cyes upon the plane which 1 have just left, you
would perceive a joyful company who have met to discuss
one of the subjects upon which we have spoken; viz., the
power for good which they may obtain over mortals. You
would alse see that preparations have been made for what .
you of earth would call a grand evening entertainment. It
is ploasant and profitable thus to meet together, and the
great variety of delicate dishes and luscious fruit with which
the tables are spread is partaken of with as much enjoy-
ment as it would be here with you. I can angwer no more
questions to-night. While I have been speaking to you,
Maggie has been in a death-like trance: it would be unwise
to keep her in this condition longer. Asking you to make
the truths I have presented the subJect of candid consider-
ation, I bid you adieun.”
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CHAPTER XLI.

THE TANGLED WIB.

WHEN Forest heard of Clara’s sudden departure, he was
surprised and gricved. A long acquaintance with her had
revealed to him many of her faults: he knew her to be
proud, vain and ambitious. 'Notwithstanding this, his heart
rebeled against his bettor judgment, and he loved, or rather
was fascinated by her. And now she had gone without o

word and without an intimation as to her future life or -

place of destination. .

“She never could have been mine,” said Forest, as he
left the house of Dr. Bradwell. I know that no stronger
tie could ever have hound us, and yet there were times
when I thought she loved me almost 23 well as I do her.
She has been Jike a flash of sunlight across my darkened
path, and yet this magnificent woman I have dared to erit-
icise, though her faults, when compared to mine, grow dim
and almost invistble. I have lived on in this dream of love,
hoping it would last forever; now, without warning, the
blow has fallen and I am alone. Clara cannot tear her-
self from me in this way; I am sure she will write and
let me know her whercabouts. Yet I fear she may blame
my reserve. Alas! she did not know my lips were sealed
with a silence which honor forbade me to break. May not
this have had something to do with her sudden departure?
Can it be that T have logt her forever? Oh! that I could
but break the hateful chains that bind me and be free to
seek ber who is the only being in the universe, nothwith-
standing her faults, whose soul can answer mine. She ig

14 ‘
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not, cannot be indifferent to me and will not long suffer
me to remain ignorant of her destination. Why have L
vainly submitted to this curse of my life? why have I not
aroused myself and thrown off this incubus that has borne
me to the earth? [.will do it now! it may not be too hte
Yet somoething seems to whisper:

“: I thou hast loosed a bird
Whese song of' joy could cheer thee, )
Btill, still it may be von '
From the skieg t wachle near thee.
But if wpon the troubled sca, )
‘Thou hast cust 2 gbm uuhceded
Hopc, not tlnt wing nor wave will bring
The treasuré ‘back when ngeded.’ st

“J wish these words would net continue to ring in my
mind. I will not accept them as a pr ophecy of the future,
but will spare no effort to bnng back a treasure that I have
permitted to slip from my grasp.”

Cheered by this resolution, Worest sought an interview
with Harry. To him he spoko of Clara’s absence.

Yoy, Forest,” said Harry, “(Clara has gone and I do
not regret it. I have an impression that Dr. Bradwell
has never been as happy since Clara entered his Louse.”

“You are mistaken,” replicd Fovest, “Clara has no
warmdr friends in the city than Dr. Bradwell and his wife.’

“\Vell, perhaps I am, wrong,” said H‘uly, ag he sought
to avoid a subject evidently painful to his friend, “Shg,
made a long stay in the city, dind probably was quite anx-
ious to return to her friends. But, Forest, there is some-
thing of morc interest on my mind at present than Clara’s
departure; something concerning which I should have
spoken’ to you hefore, had you not been so absorbed in
your own affairs as to seem to take but little interest i




THE TANGLED WEB. 243
your old friends. Do you remember the young prima-
donna of whom I spoke on the cventful evening I was lngt
at your house?”

“Yes, I remember your mention of such a pcl son.’

“Well, she died soon after, and T have made the ae-
quaintance of the young man to whom she was” engaged.
Forest, she has i spirit returned and spoken to us through
the lips of M'ngle wild.” S

A smile was the only 1esp0n$e WJth which thc st Ltemgnt
was met.

“You doubt it, Forest, but It is true: not only h&s slie re-
turned, but many others, and kave conversed freely with us.”

“Wcll‘” -angworad Forcst.

“«Welll” 1cpea,te(l Harry. s that all you have to s'hy
when I fell you that thie doors of heaven have been opened
‘and that the spirits of our departed friends are permxtted
to return?”’

“ have never doubted it.”

“What! and have you been blessed with the light of this
truth and never imparted it to me?”

“You were not prepared to veceive it, Harry, but I
am glad that it has bégun to unveil 1tse1f to your undcl-
standing.”

“Forest, how can you speak of this subject with such
calmness and seeming indifferencet”

- E¥We should go jnto eestasies over tla.e sun, couid We 500

it but once in a lifotime, but)long familiarity with it canses
us to become apparently indifferent. I have long been
familiar with the fact of  spirit communion. Deliberate
rveflection has cooled the enthusiasm that encé was. as much
‘a part of my nature as it is now of yours.”’

“Well, Forest; I cannot understand how you should lose
your interest in a subject that could add so much to your
bappmess here and hereafter. Will you go with me and

T
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call wpon Maggie Wild? She is making her home at Mrs,
Spaulding’s.”
“Yes, if it be your wish; though to tell you the truth
I have no degire, at the present time, to seek society.”
Here the conversation was interrupted by the entrance
of g third party, and Forest took his lea.ve promismg to

" accompany Harry that evening.

How vividly that anticipated visit reealled to the mind
of Forest the evening when he first met Clara Gordon.
Through how many changing scenes he had passed since
that time, and as he pursued his way through the busy
street, he mentally said:

«I am now more than ever alone, and am willing to
sacrifice anythmg if1 may yet again enjoy the society of
Clara.”

A pleasant evening was passed at the house of Mrs.
Spaulding, pleasant to all but Forest. He was not in the
frame of mmd for erijoyment. Associated with that house
were memories which were ever drifting him away from

the channel of conversation. Over an hour passed, and

Forest was anxious to leave.

“Mr, Forest,” gaid Mrs. Spa.uldmg, e F thmk you must
have frightened the spirits away; it is seldom that Harry
receives nothing from them.”

“I fear my condition of mind is not such as to produce
harmony,” said Forest. '

“J have seldom seen you look so sad. You remind. me
of the way Magpie appeared a few mornings since, when

~ a strange ereature, calling herself the QUEEN or Drarm,

rushed so suddenly into our midst.”
“The QueeN oF Drarn!” exclaimed Forest, springing
to his feet, while a erimson torrent covered face and brow.
“Yes, a poor lunatic who gave herself that traglc-sound-
ing title.”

T R T T T T T o T TV Py | E e ST 7P " - Ny
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“When was she here? how did she look? where was she
going? where—"’ '

“Stop, stop a moment; you ask too many guestions
at once. You appear as much concerned as if you had
known of her before.

Forest, recalled to self-consciousness, resumed his seaJt
and tried to assume an air of indifference.

« It is a strange title for any one to assume, and suggests
unpleas&nt thoughts,” he said.

“Mrs. Spaulding, please tell us all you know about her,”
said Harry, whe sympathized with Forest ini his anxiety.

Mrs. Spaulding complied with his request, and Harry
trembled as she spoke of the emanations, seen by Maggle,
ariging from the scarlet band.

“How long since this oceurred?” asked Forest.

“It is more than two weeks ago,” answered Maggie.

“Have you not seen or heard from her since?”

“No.”

Harry now_sought to change the conversation, and soon
after the gentlemen excused themselves and went out into
the dark, stormy winter night, each with heart filled with -
apprehensions which neither dared put into words.
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CHAPTER XLII.
THE MIDNIGHT BRIDAL.

Harry Youne and Forest exchanged no words as they
passed through the gloomy strects on their way from Mrs.
Spaulding’s, till their arrival at Harry's boarding house,
when in answer to his friend’s invitation to enter, Forest
silently followed him into the house.

“Oh! this cheerful fire and hright light make a striking
contrist with the darkness and storm without,” exclaimed
Harry, and as he looked upon his friend, whose moody de-
jection formed a yet greater contrast to the cheerful glow,
he said, “TForest, there is some terrible sorrow weighing
upon you: as a friend, let me entreat you to confide your
sorrows to some one who can sympathize with you.” For-
est was silent, and Harry continued, “T do not wish your
confidence unless you are willing to give it, but I would do -
anything, as far as lay in my power, to aid you, if you will
let me know what I can do. Speak to me freely as to
a brother.” ‘

Forest raised his pallid face; his lips moved, but no sound
came from them, and rising, he took his hat and said, I
thank you for your offer of sympathy and friendship, but I |
cannot bring myself to speak of the past.”

“You surely do not intend to go out into the storm
again to-night?”

“I am going home,”

“Not to-night,” said Harry; “Twant your company, and
if you will not talk to me, I have much to say to you.
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worth; I now understand your high, noble nature, and I
know that some- hidden sorrow is wearing out your life.
Like moth and rust, it has been destroying all that would
have made your life useful.  You are exceedingly sensitive
and very proud. - A stain upon your name would be to
you worse than death: you would conceal even from your
dearcst friends anything that would cast a shadow upon
your reputation, or cause the world to look upon you with
contempt.  For this reason you have suffercd untold
agony; how long I know not. Nay, Forest, do not frown
upon me;  yvou know that I speak the truth, T am aware
that my wor ds pain you, but the surgeon finds it necessary
to use keen instruments to save the life of his patient, T
have studied you closely and I am determined to save you
whether you arc willing or not. I know the woman that
calls herself the QueEN oF DEATH, is in some way related
to you, and thet she aimed at your life when she aticmpted
to take mine. It was just such an evening as this, and
she may be on the same errand to-night. 1 know that
you would be free from her: what can T do to aid you?”
“Harry, you are indeed my friend and scem to undér-
stand me.  You desire my confidence and have a right to

it: believe me when 1 tell you that it wag not through
lack of faith in you that I repelled it, but, as you say,’l

am proud and sensitive, and I have borne in silence condi-
tions that might have been changed had I possessed the
moral courage to give my history to the world.”

“Tt is not too late now, and you are not justified in re-
maining silent until the hand of the midnight assassin takes
your hfo.

“1 know, I know, and there are other reasons why 1
should take measures to end the persecution I have en-
dured for many years. -Harry, I do not value life as
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highly as I ought, but I do value above .all on earth, the
love of one from whom I am eternally separated by the
person to whem you have alluded.”

“Who is she? a,nd what claim has she on you‘* Speak
freely.”

“Years ago,” began Forest, “whcn I was a mere boy,
traveling with a tutor to whose care my father had confi-
ded me, I met at a hotel in a rural villige an aged gentle-
man and his danghter. He was a person of very peculiar
appearance, richly dressed, wearing a great quantity of
showy jewels. He avoided society and remained much of
his time in his secluded apartments. His dwm_lght\er was a
being of loveliness, and at once my young heart was cap-
tivated by her rare and exquisite beauty. My affection
seemed to be reciprocated; the old gentleman smiled upon
me and gave me ample opportunity to improve my ac-
quaintance with his daughter, No sooner did my tutor
discover the state of affairs than he made preparation for
departure. The beantiful girl was in despair and plead
with me not to leave her.

“:Do not make yourself unhappy, my dear,” said her
father, ‘we will travel in the same direction.’

“It was thus arranged to our satisfaction, and the day
after our arrival at our destination, Mabel and her father
made their appearance., Again I was taken away, and
again Mabel and her father followed. The old gentleman
had asked me many questions as te my position in life
present and prospective. He seemed, pleased when T told
him that ¥ was. an only son, and my father had been -
widower for many years.

“¢Your fortune, my boy; what of that? he asked.

“He seemed satisfied with my answer, and was more
than ever attentive. But strange as it may appear, it Is
nevertheless true that I soon grew weary of the affection

'

‘
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lavished upon me by the beautiful daughter, and I became
as anxious to avoid her as even my tutor desjred. While
in this state of mind, T was one night awakened and sum-
moned to the old gentleman’s rooui. © He had been taken
ill very suddenly: it was evident that he could live but a
short time. Mabel was standing by his bed wecping bit-
terly, and as I entered the room she ran to me cxclaiming:

“¢Father is dying, dying in this strange land, and I am
alone, all alone! Do not leave me.’

“‘Clome here, Forest,” said the old man, extending his
hand to me, ‘Mabel says truly I am dying! she is here
among strangers; no friend or relative to whose care I can
entrust her. I have wealth; my child loves you; I have
confidenee in you and know that you cannot be indifferent
to her. I have a request to make; grant it, and the bless-
ing of a dying man shall rest.upon you.’

“<J will be Mabel's friend,” said I, a vague and unde-
firable fear creeping over me. Y will protect her and be
to her as a brother.’

““You are not a brothor, and the world would not recog-
nize the friendghip you proffer. I have sent for a minister, - i
and before I close my eyes in death I want you to have a
right to protect my child.) Seeing me hesitate, he con-
tinued, ‘If you do not comply with the request of a dying
man, if you do not consent to save that young and inno-
ecent being whose life is your love, I will come up from the
grave and walk by your side; I will haunt you day and
night, and you shall have no peace this side the grave.’

«<() father, father! do not talk in that way! it is ter-
rible to hear you.’ ‘

¢ ¢Mabel, go into the next room for & moment.’

¢ After she had gone, he turned upon me his dying look,
and in a besceching tone said, ‘Forest, do you not love
my child ¢’ ‘
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I do not know,” I replied. ¢Sometimes [ have thought
T did, but again I have doubted. T know the anxiety you
feel and would gladly comply with your desire, but I can-
not take so important a step hastily, nor do I wish to de-
coive her or myself.

¢ <Forest, never let her doubt your love; she idolizes
you. Some day you will marry, and you will never find
any one more beantiful, more truthful, more loving than
she. You will learn to love her deeply and truly. - I hear

.steps approaching. Forcst, I'cannot make my peace with
God until I witness the ceremony that will ensure the hap-
piness and protection of my child.’

“Before I eould make reply the minister entered, and
bewildered as was my brain, ere I fully realized the fact,
Mabel was my wife. The father then requested to scc me
alone. . : ‘

“¢Bring me that Litle box,” he said, designating the
article with a feeble gesture. T obeyed, and would have
put it into his hand, but he pressed it back, saying, ‘Keep
it; it is yours.” Then detaching from the guard around

- his neck a small key, he placed that, too, in my possession,
saying as he did so; ‘That box contains valuable jewels,
belonging to Mabel. It also contains a paper, giving an
account of her childhood and youth, and many facts rela-
ting to her family history. That paper is sealed; it con-
tains a secret which in time you must know, hut promise
me that you will not open it until one year from this day.
Nay, that is not enough; place your hand upon the Bible
and swear that you will comply, and that you will carefully
keep a knowledge of the contents from Mahel.” '

“Trembling with vague dread, I took the oath.

“<Now, Forest, swear that you will never neglect or
forsake her for any reason whatever; that you will make
it the duty of your life to freat her with the most unve-

e ot omanil a et
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mitting gentleness, shicld her from danger, and, if need
be, sacrifice your life to protect her.’

“The occasion was solemn., The dread hour of night,

‘the silent room, the faint, flickering light, the dying man

bolstered up with pillows, the well-worn Bible by his side,

‘and I, alone with one who was almost on the other side of -

life, blindly binding myself to protect, under all circum-
stances, even at the cost of my life, the child of this strange

. being who appearcd mere an inhabitant of some other
fa]

world than a being of earth. After I had taken the oath
required he grasped me tightly with his icy eold fingers,
and in a hollow whisper said:

““You are the only one on earth that could.be Lnt1usted
with this work. See that you prove [aithful to the tusk;
should you be recreant, curses, curses on your head!’

“With these last words, he sunk back exhsusted, and
before the attendant eould reach bis bed, he was gone.-

“No language_edn portray my feelings, For a time I
tried to believe all a dream; but there were the box and
the key, and I shuddered as my fingers touched them, I
walked the room in a state of mind akin to insanity., I
called to mind my father’s pride, and thought how it would
revolt at the disgrace this sudden alliance with one un-
known might bring upon him. Before morning I had re-
solved to keep the whele transaction a profound sceret, at
least for one year, when the contents of the paper would
decide my future action. After this I sought Mabel and
told her of my father's position, his pride, his stern, unre-
lenting will, and begged that our union should remain a
secret for one year.  To this she readily consented saying:

“‘I can pass the interval in study at the convent.’

“Her ready acquicscence removed a load of ‘apprehen-
sion from my mind, and the same day 1 wrote to the supe-

rior of the convent, whose address I obtained from her,
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giving notice of her intended sojourn there for a specificd
time. " My tutor was anxious to hurry me off, but I ex-
cused myself from going, saying that I had promised not
to leave Mabel until a friend arrived who was to take
charge of her.  All now seemed to be going well, and in a
few days a lady arrived to accompany Mabel. She left me
with many expressions of affection, but I must admit that
I felt a sense of relief when she was gone. I felt that I
was respited, and hoped that before the year came round,
. something would transpire to render mo entirely free. I
went from place to place, and tried to forget that herrible
night, but alas! the memory was too indelibly stamped
upon my soul. . :

“Six months I was thus tortured, and at last I determined
to return home, hoping that the society of friends might dis-
pel the gloom settling over my spirit. I did not then re-’
alize that ‘coming events cast their shadows before.” I
frequently asked myself the question—why should I make
myself so unhappy over the irrevocable? Nor could I see
any real cause for my gloomy forebodings. My wife was
young, beautiful, and affectionate, and did I not hold in
my hand the koy that would unlock the mystery of her
life, if mystery there were? Perhaps by reading that man-
uscript I should find her one whom even my proud father
would be glad to welcome as a daughter. But these
thoughts did not brighten my life. As. time flew on, 1
grew morbidly sensitive and irritable. T had been at home

" two months: four months longer and I would be compelled
to speak. I could not endure the suspense so long; why
not at once break ther seal? It would give me positive
knowledge in place of vague anxiety, and could do no pos-
sible harm. Besides, I had not heard from her since my
return, and was harassed by the fear that she might leave
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the school and suddenly appear at my father’s honse. ¢I
will decide the question; I will put my mind at rest,’ I said.

“Tiocking the door of my room, I took the box, turned
the key, raised the lid, and glanced at the bright jewels
that flashed from the snowy velvet upon which they rested.
On the other side was the paper I wanted. Tt was sc-
curcly sealed and directed to me, and under my name
these words were written: ‘ '

“:Remember your vow! I call to you from the grave
and warn you not to open this package until the time."

“1 trembled as I read. It scemed as though Mabel’s
father had indeed risen from the grave and was standing
beside me. I could again hear his words: ¢ Curses, curses
on you if you break your vow! and rcpla,cmo' the scaled
paper in the box, I fled from the room.”




264 THE GOLDEN KEY.

CHAPTER XLIII.
TIIE MIDNIGHT A‘SSASSI}L

Brrore Forest had proceeded further with his narrative,
they were startled by a rap upon the doer. Answering
the summons, Harry was informed that a'stranger in wait-
ing had inquired for Forest.

“Why does he call at this late hour? Xorest, have you
any idea who it is?”

“Not the slightest; I will sce him.” )

“No, no; do not go down,” interposed Harry, as his
friend made a movement to leave the apartment; “let him
come here. Forest, I am suspicious of this stranger, and T
shall not suffer you to meet him alone.”

Before Yorest could reply, a slight, dark-complexioned
man entered the room. His form was partially concealed
By a long, dark cloak which he threw aside.upon entering,
and bowing gracefully to Harry and Forest, he took a chair
without awaiting the ceremony of an invitation. When
Harry Young met the flashing cyes of the stranger, he
turned deathly pale and seemed suddenly tranaformed to a
statuc. Forest, too, was strangely agitated by the mag-
netic glance of the wild black eyes fixed upon him. With
an effort he regained partial composure, and in a voice
tremulous with suppressed e¢motion, he said:

“To whom am I to atiribute the honor of a visit at this
late hour?”

“My name is Raymond,” replied the stranger, with a

e i g R
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smile, and without removing his eyes from the face of
Forest, ‘

““May I inquire the object of your visit?”

“T have been sent to you,” was the curt reply.

“DBy whom?” agked Forest, nervously. Ile remarked
the agitation .of Harry, and felt his own strength and
courage rapidly failing.

“By the Great Spirit, who never fails to deal Jubtly by
all his children. The law of compensation is unchanging;
if you have sown the wind you must reap the wlur}wmd
God selects instruments throuﬂh which he may werk to
bring guilty souls to justice.”

‘-‘1 do not understand you,” said Forest.

“You will not long remain in ignoranee,” replied the
visitor. “@od has sent me to punish you for injustice
done to another.”

“Madman!” said Forest in an indignant tone, “why
have you forced yourself into my presence? Leave me at’
once, or I will have you removed by force.”

Saying this, he extended his hand towards the bell cord.

“Not go fast,” said the stranger, rizing to his feet, step-
ping forward and throwing the full force of his magnetic
power upon Forest. “Do you not know me? Have you
forgetten the old man? Have you forgoticn the sacred
pledges you made in my chamber of dcath? Have you
forgotten that you vowed to love, honor; and protegl the
innocent child that I entrusted to your care? Have you
forgotten the voice that from time to time has called to you
from the grave, and my solemn vow to make your life
wretched, to embitter its sweetest cup of joy, blast it Dy
my curse, and at last drink your life blood, should yon
prove falge to the oath so solemnly sworn? Viper! did
you think that the grave could hold me, while you tram-
pled upen the heart of my child, making her a wanderer
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upon the face of the earth? TLearn now your mistake.
Know that death nor hell could chain me, while you were
transforming her heart’s blood into poison! Inow that
what you huve heard has been no freak of fancy or imagi-
nation, but was the warning voice of him whose heart’s
‘idol you have won only to destroy. Again and again have
I called upon you to retrace your steps and falfill your
promise. Warning has been vain, and at last you believed
that you had eluded the demon voice that once haunted
you. 1 permitted you to repose, but never have I left you
for one day. My curse is still upon you; my -revenge is
certain. The hour for warning is passed; to-night I come
to close the scene! T have aided others in preparing a
snare into which you have stepped, causing you much

. heart sorrow; byt what is that in comparison to what you
have caused my child to sulfer? I told you that she was
my idol, that wrong done to her should come back with
redoubled power upon you. It shall be so!”

He paused and drew back a few paces, for Forest had.
sunk into a chair, overcome with bewilderment. Had it
not been for the reference made to the events of his early
life, he would have believed the strange visitor a lunatic; -~
ag it was, his heart beheld in him the spirit of the old man
who had helped to embitter his whole life, returned once

i -more to torment him through the organism of another, to
compel him to yield to bis wishes. At this moment the
image of Clara Gordon rose before his mind, and for the
first time he realized how impossible it was for him to take

" any step that would separate him from her. Iis resolution
was formed, and summoning all his will power, he thus
addressed the stranger: '

“Man or demon, whoever or whatever. you are, I cor-
mand you to depart, and never again to cross my path. If
I bave done wrong in the past, it has not been intentional,

’ S
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and 1o one in this or any other world has a right to taunt
mie as you have. Know now that you have gone to the
extent of your power. I will not wear the galling chains
that were once forced upon me. For years I have been
i doubt as to my right to break this tie; I am now de-
cided, and all your threats will fail to intimidate me. Do
your worst; I fear you not.’

“Do you refuse to acknowledge your \\1{'0 hefore the
world?” asked the stranger in 2 deep voice.

“I have no wife! I do positively refuse to acknowledge
ag such, one who, through your influence, was forced to re-
peat words which gou claim have made us one. Ilere in
the presence of God and angels 1 golemnly declare that I
have no-companion.  God, not man, must untte the souls
of these who are one.” :

¢This is your ﬁna.l answer 2"’ said the stranger.

“It fr”

“Then receive my curae and die!”

Uttering . these words, the stranger sprung f'orward
raised a glittering dagger, and aimed a stroke at the heart
of Forest, ‘

"During this whole scene, Harry had not for a moment:
removed bis eyes from the stranger, in whom he now rec-
ognized the QUEEN oF DEath; and when the arm was
raised to strike at the heart of Forest, he sprung forward
and struek aside the dagger. The stranger’s cyes flashed,
and quick as thonght, the murderons weapon descended
npon Harry, and as the erimson blood stained his hand,
she laughed wildly, crying:

““My blow is sure. I am the QUuEzN oF Dgara!”

And with a sudden bound, she gained the door and fled
from the house info the dark and dreary: night.

“Harry! Harry! she has stabbed you. Oh! this is
terrible.”
17
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“It is a mere seratch. Forest, do not remain here;
follow and prevent her escape; see that she is secured and
prevented from committing other acts of violence.”

Forest obeyed, but long before-he reached the outer
door, the QUEEN oF DEATH had disappeared in the mid-
night darkness. In an almost ‘distracted sftate of mind he
returned to his friend’s apartment.

“T feared as much,” said Harry, as he entoved, com-

prehending at a glance. “But why did you not'set detec-
tives upon her track " :

“T could not,” replied Forest, dropping into a chair, pale

with the anguish of the trial he was undergoing; “I know

that my personal safety dem:mds that she should De se-
cured, but I cannot do it ‘

w Thcn T will,” responded Harry, rising and removmrr
his blood stained eoat, revealing to Forest a strong, mus-
cular arm, from which blood was freely flowing. “I shall
not soon forget that,” e continued, as Foma-,t dressed the
wound, “nor do I forget that for years your lifc has been
jeopardized. This half crazed woman has already commit-
ted murder in your neighborhood, and we know not how
many lives have been sacrificed to her insane malice. She
evidently intended to kill you on that night when she firs
appeared to me; to-night she has made another attempt,
and yet you hesitate to have her restrained.”

“Harry,” said Forest, after a brief pause, ag of self
questioning, “what you say is true; it is a duty I owe to
myself and others. She must be arrested. Twice you

have stood between me and death.- Harry, my life is

yours; take such steps as to you may appear best.
“Thanks for your confidence,” replied Harry, “but be-
fore laying my plans for the future, I must know who this
woman is and what she is to you.” ‘
“I will tell you all, but it is now late; you are wounded




THE MIDNIGHT ASSASSIN. 259
and should rest.  Would it not be better to defer the reve-
“lation until some future timo?"”’ ,

“No, no, let me hear it at once. We are both too much

excited to rest, and this painful arm will keep. sleep from

my pillow to-night. Therefore proceed with your history.”

Yielding. to the solicitation, Forest continued his nar-
rative as follows.
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CHAPTER XLIV.

THE MYSTERIOUS BOX.

“For two weeks subsequent to my attempt to open the

sealed package I suffered more than 1 had supposed it pos-
sible for mortal man to enduve and .live. Iear lest she
should make sudden appearance, dread of my father’s an-
ger, anxiety concerning the haunting secret contained in -
the mysterious package, all conspired to render me almost,
frantic. At last T could endure the torture no longer, and
1 determined to know the contents of the paper, confess
all to my father, then go'abroad and remain until his an.
- ger had subsided and he was willing to forgive and receive
me. As for her who had caused me so much sorrow, I
would send her the box of jewels, and all the money I
could procure, and bid her to think of me no more. T
chose a bright morning, drew back the heavy curtaing that
the sunlight might flood every corner of the room, then
summoning all my courage I opened the box, took out the
packageé, and without daring to glance at the terrible words
of warning upon the wrapper, I broke the seal. The
parchment it contained was yellow from age and expo-
sure, and as I tock it in my hand, these words were spo-
ken in a shrill veice close by my ear: -

“¢Clurse you for this perjury! a life of torment and an -
unnatural death shall be your reward.’

“My blood chilled with horror, and for a moment my
heart ceased its beatings. A dizziness crept over me; I
thought T was dying. Summoning all my strength of will,
I picked up the manuscript which had fallen from my
trembling hands, fled from the room and the housc, ont
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where the pure air and free sunshine were all about me.
Sitting down under the branches of a giant oak, I com-
. meneced to decipher the strange cramped, crooked and wi
times almost illegible writing. Tt was a history of her
whom I liad been induced to marry, evidently written by
her father, the man who was with her when first we wet.
He commenced. by giving a sketch of his own life history.

He had been a wild, reckless man, and the wealth so frecly

lavished  upon his daughter, had been obtained at the
gambling table. ) .

“At last, he spoke of meeting & young and lovely woman,
and of his determination to change his mode of life, make
her his wife, and conceal from her all hig past. Then
came the account of his failure to win her affections, his
despair and wretchedness, and his final detcrmination to
ruin her father and so control the circumstances surround-
ing her that she would congent to become his wife. In this
he failed, for the brave girl refused to profess an affection

" she did not feel, and though reduced to poverty, she pre-
ferred to spend her days in honovable toil, rather than
give her hand to one whom her soul abhorred. Maddened
by what he termed her obstinacy and determined that he
would not be foiled, he at once laid his plans to gain by
unlawful means, what his wealth and his importunities
alike had failed to win, e succeeded in removing her
from her native city and keeping her a prisoner gubjeet to
his will. For five years she remained with him, her aver-
sion strengthening to hatred and her beauntiful mind be-
coming partially deranged. She imagined that spirits
came to her, and many times she would tell him of Ahe
fearful retribution sure to overtake him. But notwith-
standing her bitter words and her hatred, his love for her
became more and more intense, and when at last death
called the weary sufferer home, leaving to his sole care a
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little daughter, an exact counterpart of the mother, the
woman whom he had made the victim of his cruel sel-
fishness, all the rebellious feelings of his nature were
aroused,

“He had often said there was no God, but now his days

and nights were spent in cursing and blaspheming the
- power that had thus thwarted his designs, opened the
prison door, and released his captive forever from his foils.
After he had partially recovered from the shock oeca-
sioned by his loss; he turned his attention to the little one
left to his charge. The brutal nature of the man scemed
to be transformed when associated with this pure and
beantiful child.  All other interests, all other thoughts
seemed to be absorbed in his great love for her. She was,
the idol of his ‘soul, and until her fourteenth year, a bright
intelligent girl, one fully satisfying to the pride of any
parent. Now he noticed that at times the large dark eyes
assumed a startled look, that the child, hitherto gentle and
affectionate, grew sarcastic, cold, contemptuous, almost de-
fiant in her demeanor toward him, her father. Aftera
few days these novel pecnliarities would disappear and she
was his loving little one again. And yet ere long the
elouds would return, the fair brow would darken, the black
eyes glare ﬁercely, and the mild voice borrow tones of
harshness. He consulted eminent physicians, but the case
bafiled their skill, until at last she became so violent during
these attacks that it was found necessary to regtrict her
liberty lest she should infliet injury upon herself or others,
Her great desire seemed to be to take the life of her
father. As she grew older she could tell when those dark
hours, as she called them, were comlng on, and would ap-
peal to her father to leave home, saying:

“‘Already I feel a desire to take your life: fly, fly
from me.’
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“The same mysterious power that had bound this man
to-the mother, now bound him to the daughter, and many
hittex tears he shed over the hapless fate of lis child. e
loved-her, had spared no expense in her edueation, and had

. determined to keep the secret of her illegitimacy, and pre-

sent her to the world as his heiress. Dut fate, stern fate,
had prepared for him a bitter cup. Finding that medicine

. failed to bring about any change in his daughter’s malady,

the physicians recommended travel. The neccssary ar-
rangements were made. ' Taking his daughter and one
attendant, he left home to be absent for an indefinite pe-
riod.  Here followed a description of the places visited,
and his despondency as month after month passed without
giving any hope of change in the eondition of his heautiful
child. He was about to return home and give up all hope
of restoring her when he met my tutor and myself. e
deseribed my personal appearance and my tranquilizing
influence upon Mabel, and expressed his delight that at
last one had heen found who, unknown to himsclf, had the
power to exorcise the demon which he believed at times
posscssed her., He seemed to have placed implicit confi-
dence in me and rejoiced in the thought that our love was
mutual. He dwelt long over-the deseription of these, to
him, happy days, and told of the promise he made his
daughter that fo power on earth' should take me from
them. Then he spoke of my departure, of the return of
the old symptoms, and his daughter’s anxiety to again be
under the protection of the magnetic power that kept her
free from the demon that haunted her life.

“The latter part of the manuscript was written just before
his death. He felt that I wag losing my interest in hig
child, and perceiving that it was not love that attracted me
to her, but his will and the power of her beanty, he feared
that I would gradually throw off the influence that held
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me, and that Mabel would relapse permanently into her
former condition. I was his only hope, and he resolved
that I shounld not escape; that he would place meo in a posi- -
tion from which T could not recede. My unhappiness was
to him hothing in comparison to hers, and her rescue from
the doom that threatened to veil her young life in perpetual
darkness. You are aware how well his plan succeeded, and
how he bound me by the most solemn oaths to faithfully
care for and shield his child under all circumstances. The
lagt words of the manuscuipt weve these:.

¢ have requested you not to open this package undet
one year, believing that by that time my daughter’s mind
will have become perfectly balanced. Should you become
awarc of these facts edrlier, you might shrink from her
with fear and distrust, and intuitively she would realize
that you were aequainted with ker history, which she looks
upon as a disgrace, and this consciousness’ would so.affect
her sensitive nature that your influence would lose its hold
upon her, and a relapse into her old fits of insanity would
follow. After you have been in the society of ealh other
for one year, yon will become more perfeetly united, and
your confidence in bher will be perfectly established. But
ag you value your happiness and peace of mind, never treat
her with harshness or unkindness, lest the demon should
again be aroused in her nature. I write thus freely be-
cause 1 believe it better for you to learn all from me than
that it- should eome to you through Dbitter experience.
Forest, I know that 1 am soon to die. T shall leave her
in' your charge; heed well all I have told you. But should
you neglect or cast her off because of her futher’s sin,
which has been so woefully visited upon her, I will come
“from the grave and haunt you day and night. She will
becomé a raying maniac and curse you with her prese‘nce,
from which you cannot free yourself. When you read this,

[ . TS
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she will have been your wife one year; she is yours for

time and for eternity; no power can separate you. I have
trusted to your kind and gentle disposition for the first
twelve, months; now you know all, and will realize that
whatever is a disgrace to your wife is a disgrace to you

" and your pr oud fa,mily You will therefore cirefully con-

ceal from her, what I have revealed to you. T shall stand

by your side while you read this, and should you drive my
child back into the midnight darkness from which yon have
resened her, beware! for I will be with her and aid her to
visit upon you a fearful retribution.’
“Scarcely had I finished the reading, when tho same
sharp, shrill voice hewrd in my room, ag'un called to me
saying: :

“¢You have broken your word! dare refuse to acknowl-
edge her as your bride and I will summon the demons of
perdltlon to my aid.’

“The voice ceased, the paper dro'pped' from my tremh-

-ling hands, and qui{rering with apprehepsion, T leaned
against the great tree for support, and tried to vecall my
scattered thoughts and arrange some definite plan of ac-
tion, What could Ido? One thing was cértain; then and
there I firmly decided that I could not accept of such a

. person as a companion-for life: death would be preferable
to such an existence. 1had been hasty and impulsive in
the past, but, I would not knowingly be guilty of a wrong.
No power could have induced me to have bestowed my
ngme upon ofie whose very life was tainted with the ter-
vihle sin of the man who called her his child. My whole

“being shrunk from one who had been so vile, and I cast the
paper, polluted by his touch, from me. He would have me
call by the sacred name of wife one into whose soul was
woven the diabolical thought that his sin had generated in
the mind of the mother. 'This child, whose physical beauty
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was the counterpart of the wronged mother, whose mind
was the mirror reflecting the turbulent,-selfish, cruel hoart
of the father — this was the woman I had thought of bring-
ing into the presence of my proud father. Upon her I
had conferred o name of hitherto unsullied honor. How
my cheeks burned with shame, and my blood boiled with
indignation at the deception that had been practiced
upon me, '
“But in these dark hours I had the consolation of
knowing that I had acted honorably and was worthy to he
the son of my noble father. Then and there I made a
solemn vow that I would never see her again, or profess an
affection for her from whom, now that I understood her na-
ture, my soul revolted. Youngas I was I felt that her
unfertunate condition was bt attributable to evil spirits,
but was the result of causes which at that time I.was not
capable of comprehending. T realized that her father's
spirit was near me, that the same will-power which had
been used to foree me into this hateful union would be
employed to compel me to confess it to the world. T did
not then realize the power of spirits to accomplish their
designs, and with a fecling that defied him to do his worst,
I took up the paper, folded it, and with a firm step re-
entered the house. Placing it again in the box, I at once
wrote a long letter to Mabel, explaining how it came into
my possession, the deception of which I had been the vie-
tim, and the impossibility of our ever sustaining to each
other a nearer relation. I told her if she wished to marry
she could break the tie; I should remain gingle through
life, but she should have no trouble from the legal fetters
that had been so lightly thrown around her. This letter
and the box I placed in the hands of a trusty messenger,
vequesting him to say to her that I desired no reply.
“The next day T left home and remained abroada

e
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number of years, Vain were my cfforts to free myselfl
from the haunting memories of the past. Ier father's
spirit seemed ever near me to destroy all peace of mind
and to render the most beantiful scenes, the most pleasing
society distasteful. During this time I had received no
tidings of her, and was tormented with the thought that
perhaps my sudden withdrawal had been the cause of her
death or driven her to a yet more terrible fate. Thus five
long years passed away, at the end of which time I was
summoned to return to my father who had heen taken snd-
denly ill. Eagerly T vetraced my steps and arrived in
time to receive. his parting blessing.

“¢You have nover caused my heart one pain,’ he said,
‘have always been a good, dutiful son. To you I have
- left"all my worldly possessions. There was o tine when
1 beheved you unworthy of them. Soon after you left
home, there came to the house a young and beautiful
‘woman, dressed in black, trimmed with a profusion of sear-
let velvet. She sought me, and, with a dignified air, told
me she was the wife of my son, and desired to be recog-
nized ag such. She would not believe you werc absent
and refused to leave the house until she could see you,
and when she realized that you were really gone, she de-
clared she would not rest until she found you. She de-.
nounced you in bitter words and eried wildly: ‘I dreamed
I killed him! I wanted to kill father, but he is gone; now
I will never rest until I find and destroy your son!’

“¢Did you believe her?’ T agked.

“¢ At fivst her vehemence almost made me mistrust your
honor, but hefore she lefi I was convinced that her wordg
were but the ravings of an unsettled mind.’

“¢What became of her?’ I asked.

“‘Bhe was secured for a time, but bribed her keeper
and escaped.’
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“iIave you never heard from her since?’

% ¢Never.’

“The response I made was such as to allay any d1strust
that might yet linger in his mind; and then I sought to
divert his thoughts from the subject. So while my father
lived, not another word in relation to the strange lady
passed between s, Soon after his death, I again went
abroad. Six months from that time, she who had been the
curse of my life again stood hefore me. She was magnifi-
cently attired in a dress of scarlet velvet. The jewels that
I had seen in the mysterious box were gleaming on her
neck and arms. Language is powerless to deseribe her
queenly beauty as she advanced with stately tread, and
agked, in o commanding voice, if I were prepared to ae-
knowledge her as my wife.

“] as determinedly answored, no, and bade her leave me
forever.

“¢Beware how you trifle with me. I am no longer a
child. Aided and guided by the spirit of my father, T
have become Strong; I am the QuEEN 0¥ DuaTH, my siroke
is sure, my hand never fails. Deal justly with me, and
you are secure; continue to wrong me, and this dagger

~ shall drink your blood.’ ‘

“It was midnight, and I alone with this strange, W]ld
woman; yet I felt no fear os her fierce black eyes were
fixed upon me, and her small hand raised as if to make
good her threat. Never in my life was I so recklessly
indifferent. At this moment the cry of fire ran through
the house, the door of my room was thrown open, and
muttering, ‘we shall meet again!l’ my visitor vanished as
suddenly as she had appeared. Tor four years she fol-
lowed e from place te place, appearing and disappearing
in an almost miraculous manner, always threatening my
life, although T do not believe she really intended to harm
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e, At last, worn out by the persistent persecution, and
at times praying death to release me, I returned to my
native land, came to this city, where I spent a year with-
out molestation. Then I purchazed the house you so
much admire, hoping to- pass the remainder of my days
away from the world of which T had grown o weary. But
rest was not for me. She traced me out, and in the night
of that terrible storm she made her first appearance, and
nearly succeeded in depriving me of the dearest friend I
have in life. Since I have been conscious of loving Clara,
Gordon, I have been aware that the hatred of that woman
has increased tenfold. Several times she has crossed ‘my
path of late, and now she comes disguised as a young man.
But, Harry, my greatest fear now is that she will take the
lifo of Clara Gordon.”

These last words were spoken in a whisper, as though he
were almost afraid to utter them. As Forest ceased, he
drew aside the curtains from the window, and was sur-
prised to see that the light of daybreak was casting its pale
hues over the eastern sky. )

“Yes, Forest,” said Harry, “morning has dawned, and
the morning of & new existence. This revelation shall dig-
pel the night in whick you have so long hopelessly groped,
and the sun of happiness will scon rise for you. Be hope-
ful, my friend, all will yet be well.”
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CHAPTER XLV.

THE CELESTIAL MARRIAGE.

WINTER was giving way to genial spring.  During this
time the little band of investigators had met regularly at
Mrs. Spaulding’s, and had, from time to time, received the
lessons of truth find wisdom which the angels were ever
prepared to impart. There had becn no percepiible
change in Clarence’s health; Le was strong and vigorous,
and, his con(fndence in Lottic fully restored, he was happier
than he had heen since her death. Mrs. Spaulding was
rapidly declining. Her energetic spirit was compelled to
yield to bodily weakness, and most of her time she reclined
upon an easy couch, As she neared the shining river she
grew more and more cheerful, and was never weary of
having Maggie, who was her constant attendant, describe
the various scenes presented to her clairvoyant vision.

One warm balmy evening, she was resting upon a sofa
by the open window. Near her sat Maggie Wild and
Harry Young. ‘ ‘

“Children,” said Mrs. Spaulding, “the evening shadows
are gently falling on the sarth, but the sky is like one vast
picture gallery.. Forms of beauty are passing and repass-
ing, glowing with a brilliancy of dyes and tints that no
“artist’s canvas has ever pictured. Maggie, you have not
left me to-day; go out now into this beautiful twilight.
Oh! how I do wish you could go out into broad green fields;
it would so invigorate and refresh you.”

At first Maggie refused to leave her friend anne but
Mrs, Spaulding insisted, saying: ‘
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“T ghall not be lomely; already I realize the presence
of the loved ones you have so frequently described to me.
(o, and when you return perhaps they may hdve some
words of cheer to give us.”

‘Maggie hesitated no longer, and soon, accompanicd by
Harry, she stood in the purple twilight of that lovely even-
ing. Maggie felt that Mrs. Spanlding could not remain
much longer with them, and her heart was very sad and
lonely. Looking up to the pale sky, she counted the stars
ag they appeared onc by one, and heneath their light she
saw those cloud-like forms, atoms that had performed their
first great duty, and now were ascending to other worlds
of beauty.

“QOh! that T too could go,” she exclaimed aloud.

“Go where?” agked Harry.

“Pardon ‘me, Mr, Young. I had become so absorbed in
my own sad thoughts that I was almost uneonscious of your
presence. I was thinking of the change that must soon
oceur with our friend, dear Mrs. Spaulding.”

Harry looked upon the sweet, upturned face whose eyes
glistened with tears unshed, and thought her an :.mgel
“Tt would take little to transplant you from your native
earth-soil to heaven,” he mused, and then came the thought,
“what if she should go?” Then the full depth of his love
for Maggie Wild wag rovealed to him. He had long known
that he loved her, but to-night he understood more of the
nature and strength of his affection for her than ever before.
He had said to Forest, “T love her as I love art, science, a
beautiful star, or God.” Now he was not Wﬂlmg to have
her stand upon the mountain peak while he lingered in the
valley. He wanted her by hig side, a mortal on earth, not
an angel in heaven. He could imagine her as a spirit lin-
gering near him, as Lottie near Clarence, but thig was an
unsatisfying thought. He would hear her voice and watch
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the changing expressions of her face; he would sit at her
feet, and receive from her own lips the truths which she
gathered from the celestial hights to which his less harmo-
nions soul had not attained. He had not spoken to her
of his love. Many times had words of affection struggled
for utterance, and as often had they died unspoken.

Maggie had not dreamed of the intensity of his love: he
was' a pleasant, genial, and intellectual companion whose
society she appreciated, but the two lives she lived, and
the great future for which she was preparing, so absorbed
her spirit that she gave little thought to the friendship that
day by day was growing stronger. When she did look
upon the picture sketched by unseen fingers upon her soul,
she perceived that although she had raised an altar, a.nd
agked for friendship to kneel at its shrine, it was love that
had entered its sanettiary. Then came the struggle, for
Maggie had consecrated herself to the work assignod her.
She had selemnly promised/that no sclfish interest should
divert her from the line of duty. Hence she said to the
fair picture of happiness, “Go from me! tempt me not with
worldly prosperity.” She had said to her heart, “Be still.”
With o firm resolve, she put from her the sweet cup of
affection for which her heart had pleaded, and she thought
she had conquered. "Future revelation will show whether
the victory was real,

For several minutes they had stood watching the fading
twilight, no word spoken between them. At length Mag-
gie broke the silence, asking:

“Have you heard from Clarence Yet?”

“J have not: his silence I cannot account for. Four
weeks ago, in good health and fine spirits, he left here to
visit friends in the West, promising to write immbediately
upon his arrival. I am anxious about him; I fear he has
met with some accident.” . Co
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“T too have felt anxiety, but hope there is no eccasion
for it. Clarence 8 a noble young man; he would he a
loss to the world, should he be taken now.”

“True; there are many who could better be spared
than he,” responded Harry in 2 mournful voice.

Maggie met the clear gaze of her companion, and at
that moment the heart of each acknowledged its love for
the other. The discovery that Maggie loved him filled his
heart with a tumult of emotions ; his agitation wag so great
that he dared not trust himself to speak. Maggic dropped
her eyes and said:

" “Let us return to Mrs. Spaulding,” and hefore he could
make a reply, she was gone.

“The fresh air has done you good, Maggie; your lips
and cheeks are bright carnation. Now sit down by my
side, let your bright eyes look into the future, and tell me
how much longer I am to remain here. I am growing im-
paticnt as I near the banks of the river of death,”

At this moment Harry entered.

“Maggie,” he said, “do you not think that Lottie could
give us information of Clarence?”

« “I have not seen Lottie for six weeks; but we may at

. least seek for intelligence of him from others. We will be
quiet for a few moments and await the result.” An hour
passed and not a word was spoken. Maggie said:

“There are many spirits around, but they do not seem
desirons of communicating. Oh! here is the GoLpeN KEy.
I am to have another vision.  Slowly the great door opens
and I glide over the beautiful sea. I pass the place where
Lottie’s spirit was welcomed by her friends. Now I am
in sight qu a large city. Its palnces ave reflecting the bril-

. liant light that falls from the arching sky. You cannot

- conceive the beauty of the rays of light thrown off from

those great bejeweled temples. I have reached the city;
18 '
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it gleams with a flood of light so dazzling that my eyes
cannot endure the full splendor of its brilliancy. A group
of spirits meet me. Prominent among them is he of the
Gownexy Kgr. He is richly attired in flowing garments
of a substance resembling velvet, richly embroidered in
gold and adorned with precious jewels. This costume does
not appear gaudy, but rich, and becomes his stately form
and noble bearing. Others of the group are strangers to
me, but all arc elegantly attired as if for a fostive occasion.
They move lightly through the rose-tinted atmosphere
beckoning me to follow. They go rapidly. I would like
to pause ‘and give a description of some temples, evidently
‘erected as places of worship. I would also like to exam-
ine and deseribe the objects that are new and strange to
me; the beanty of proportion, the perfection of design, the
delicacy of coloring. We have now left the city, and are
nearing a pavilion that stands on an eminence surrounded
by a broad lawn, which could very appropriately be called
a park. There are winding walks, above which tall trees
interlace their graceful branches; gorgeous flowers, spark-
ling fountains, and here and there beautiful arbors of vines
and roses. It is illuminated by various colored lights.

This appears to have been done simply to highten the ef-
feet and bring out from the dark shade of the thick foliage
the tints of the flowers disposed in groups or clusters be-
neath them. In the center of the park stands a large
‘mansion built of material whiter and smoother than mar-
ble, and on the surface are designs and images, the beauty
of which earthly language cannot describe. The windows
are open and the gentle breeze sways the delicate curtains.
The palace and grounds are melodious with the sweetest

music to which I have ever listened. Tt rolls, swells, and
slowly melts away, to again peal forth more rapturously

than before. The guide has entered the house and beck-
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ong me-to follow. We enter a spacious hall and pass to
an apartment on the right. Tt is very largo; the ceiling
and walls are richly adorned with delicate vines of gold,
from which drop in elusters small blue flowers. I cannot
tell of what these flowers are composed; they appear like
sapphires that blaze and glow with a light that fills the roons.
Exquisite paintings in frames inlaid with precious gems,
are seen on every side. My guide called my attention to
them and informed me that they were the works of ad-
vanced spirvits who had reached a highor plane of life, and
had descended and tried to transfer to canvas some fuint
idea of the beauty and glory of the realm which they
inhabit.”

“Deseribe them, please describe them,” said Harry.

“Impossible! could you describe the glory of the tinted
sky to one totally blind? or could you give the music of
the sweet wild songster to ears that have never heard o
sound? Tt Is as useless to attempt a description of these
works of art. The floor of this room is covered wath a
soft, velvety carpet, snowy white, and over it runs a dcli-
cate blue vine, with the same small blue flowers as seen
upon the walls. The curtains have the appearance of fine
soft white lace. They are looped back by sprays of gleaming
sapphires, The furniture corresponds, blue and white pre-
vailing, The muswa.l instruments bafile my powers of

~ deseription.

“ Asgembled here are a great number of spirits, many
of them reminding me of PEARL, 80 ethereal, so perfect in
their loveliness. They have evidently met for some special
object, but what, I cannot determine, They are freely
conversing, without any of that restraint witnessed in what
is called the best circles of society on earth; neithor is
there that carclessness and inattention which often marks
the lower cireles of life. Here I see an easy cheerful fa-
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miliarity which does not degenerate into rmdeness nor
prompt an individual to display his wit at the expense of
the feclings of another. “Why was I brought here? what
lesson is to be learned? My guide dir ects my attention
to a door through which I can see a number of spirits ad-
vancing. I rceognize PEARL, SyLva and that sweet little
gpirit seen on former occasions, whow my guide tells me is
Nrva. A number of gentlemen are with them. Prans
as usual is alone, and a little in advance of the others.
How beautiful she appears! she must have performed
many, many noble deeds to have illuminated her face with
the light of such a divine love. Her rohe i is of azure blue,
soft and light as the flececy clouds. Bhe wears no orna-
ment save the snow white pearls that rest upon her neck and
are twined among the waves of her golden hair, ‘O Prany!
Praru! to be as beantiful, as good as thou art, T would
sacrifice anything, anything on carth! She has heard me
-and turns with smiles npon me and replies:

«¢Qnly through obedience to the laws of your being
can you hope to reach perfection.” It is a reproof, yet so
sweetly, gently given. PrARL, hear me; I will never
again be false to my nature, I will walk in the light, let
the world say what it may. PraRp smiles again upon me
and moves on, the group taking position near the center
of the room. Others are coming. Mys. Spaulding, hero
are your friends—and here are my own dear mother and
sister! Here toois Lottie. Sister and mothey and Lottie!
and —~can it be true? yes, yes, it is Clarence! Can it be
that he is gone? It must beso. Oh! I understand it
now. He looks proud and happy as he gazes into the face
of Lottie. Harry, Mrs. Spaulding! can it be possible?
Yes, it 1s true; this is a celestial marriage in the Bummer .
Land. Lottie and Clarence have taken their position also .
in the center of the roem.”
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“Xs it necessary to have marriago ceremony in the other
world?” asked Harry. ,

“T ghould think g0, and yet -1 sce no one who has the
appearance of a clergyman. I see! PrARL advances, she

~ joins their hands, she speaks. ‘Flower whispers to flower.
star answers to star, truth responds to truth, and spirits —
the concentration of all beauty, grace, wisdom, light, and
truth —regpond one to another, becoming more perfectly
united as they assimilate to themselves more of the prin-
ciples of wisdom and love. May these two spirits continue
to agseend and unfold while the cycles roll, while the love
of the Infinite Father shall find each day a more perfect
expression through these souls that his will has united so
firmly that no time or conditions can draw them asunder.
What the Eternal Mind has united, we cannot mak}g more
closely one, but simply acknowledge that we realize the law
of true marriage and bid them joyfully pursue the npward
path which will culminate in a,yet more perfeet union.’

“It is very quiet here, and yet I lose, many of PEARL'S
words. As she ceases speaking, a band of little children
float into the room and crown the bride with a garland of
of snow white blossoms. The sight is beautiful; and now
they sing a song of rejoicing; no tears are shed here. Is
it becanse homes are not broken, loving hearts not sun-
dered? Lottie’s mother looks almost as young and happy
s the bride.”

“This is all incomprehensible to me,” said Ilarry.
“Can you net ascertain how long Clarence has heen in
the other life and how he left the body?"”

I think not; they give me no attention; I think they
are not conscicus of my presence. I would like to remain
with them but my guide says I must return. All fades

from my vision: as SW1ft as light I am wafted back to
earth.” ,
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CHAPTER XLVI.

- THE MURDER.

Ag spring returned, Mrs. Bradwell regained her health
and strength, but the affectionate, confiding spirit of former
days returned not. In vain did Mrs. Loomis strive to-solve
the mystery and restore the harmony that once existed:
between Mrs. Bradwell and her hushand. There were no
unkind words, no neglect of duty on either side, but Mrs.
Bradwell seemed perfectly indifferent, an icy coldness‘in
her manner which could be felt but not described, After
the day of Mrs. Loomis’ arrival, Mrs. Bradwell had never
spoken of the condition of her mind, and now ag she grew
better, M. Loomis again wrapped herself in the mantle
of seclusion. She avoided the doctor’s presence, and
scemed anxioug for the time to come when she should
accompany Mrs. Bradwell fo the Cure, where she was to
remain several months. During this time not & word had
been heard from Clara, and strangely, Mys. Bradwell had
never mentioned her name. ‘ '

Tt was a calie and lovely evening in the month of March,
that Mrs. Bradwell sat by the window watching the gray
shadows of twilight as they crept over the earth. Mus.
Loomis and Daisy had gone to inquire as to the health of
Mre. Spaulding, and Dr. Bradwell had not yet returned
from his round.of professional duties. Mrs., Bradwell was.
entirely alone, gazing listlessly through the open window,
when a thin white hand came up over the window sill, and
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a note fell at her feet. Without any apparent surprise,
she ran her eyes over the contents, which read as follows:

My only friend, I have braved many dangers for the sake |
of seeing and speaking to you once more. I have watched the
house for hours; you are all alone;-let me in.

“{Lara Gomrpon.”

. Mrs. Bradwell manifested no interest antil her eye rested
upon the name. Then a bright color flushed her cheek
and 2 look of joy beamed from her eye as she sprung
quickly up to open the hall door. There upon the steps
stood Clara Gordon, But she conld hardly recognize, in
the pale emaciated form before her, the beautiful Clara
who kad left her but a few months before in the pride of
health and beanty. Mzs. Bradwell led her into the house,
threw aside the dark veil, smoothed her hair, covered her
face with kisses, and lavished upon her all the fond caresses
and sweet words of affection that ghe had once bcsto‘a ed
upon the chosen of her heart.

#(lara, my own dear Clara! where have you been, and
" what have they done to you! Oh! T have so longed for
you! my heart has called and prayed for your return, but
I dare not mention your name fo those around me. The
little note you slipped under the door before you left, I
kissed a hundred times before destroying it. Oh! how
cruel it was to take you from me—1I so ill, and you my
only friend.” ‘
~ “Dear Mrs. Bradwell,” said Clara, speaking in a hollow
volce, “what we have to say must be said quickly, Your
hushand may return at any moment, and should he find
me here, my life would pay the penalty.”

“Your lifel”

“Yes, you were so ill that I dared not in that note tell
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you all, but now you are strong enough to know all I have
suffered. e, your husband, charged me with attempting
to take your life, and then drove e from the house with-
out even permitting me to sec you.”’

“No, no, Clara, it is not possible; he did not do that.”

“But he did do it, Mrs. Bradwell. Poison was found in
the house, and he assumed that to be evidence of my guilt.”

“Tt ig dreadful to think of,” E:B.-ld Mrs, Bradwcli drm‘.-
ing closer to Clara.

“Yes, but it is evident that there was an a.ttempt made
upon your life, and it has been my work, since T loft you,
to detect the guilty one, and prove my innocence.” :

“That is unpecessary; I know that yon are as innocent
of such a though? as myself. But have you succeeded in
ﬁn&ing the guilty party?”

“Yes; in my own mind I am fully convinced.”

“Then why not speak at once?”

“Because I must first obtain proof.”

“Can you get it?”

“ Yes, with your assistance.”

“T will do anything, anything; but you know they wateh
me closely; for they think me deranged. Whom do you
suspect "’ ;

“Mre. Loomis.” '

“Mrs. Loomis!” said Mys. Bradwell, passing her hand

across her brow as if to recall her scattered thoughts,
Then in a firm voice she said; “No, no, you are mistaken:
it cannot be.”

] will convince you that T am not mistaken. But hark’
I hear Daisy’s voice.”

“Btep into that closet and remain quiet until Mrs,
Loomis takes her away for the night,” said Mrs. Bradwell.

Clara obeyed, and when at last free to emerge from her _

concealment, she feared to remain longer lest she should

e
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encounter the docter; so bidding Mrs. Bradwell farewell,
she left the house.

Four weeks had passed since this stolen interview.
During the time, Clara had perfected hor plans and was
now ready to put-them into execution. Dr. Bradwell had
received -warnings that the serpent had again entered his
family circle, that the shadows were again gathering about
him, and that his spirit friends might not be strong enough
to prevent the impending calamity. Mrs. Bradwell, ac-
companied by Mrs. Loomis, had gone to spend a week at
the Cure, and notwithstanding the warnings of the spirits,
the doctor felt no uneasiness on his wife’s account. He
heard daily from her, and rejoiced in her returning
strength and the prospect of her being restored to health
and happiness. Little did he dream of the bitter cup that
he would be compelled to drink. During this time the
spirits had repeatedly urged him to go abroad with his wife
and Daisy, to remain a year or more, but some power
seemed to make it impossible for him to heed their counsel.

~ Daisy had aceompanied her mother, and he was left alone.

But one night, gloomy forebodings which he could not
dispel filled his mind.

“T will go to the Curein the morning,” he said mentally.
“T believe all is well, yet a strange, undefinable fear has

" taken possession of my soul.”

With this determination he retired, but not to rest; for

Call night long he was'disturbed by some mysterious, invis-

ible presence, who seemed to be Mre. Loomis. She called
to him for help, plead for him to come before it was
too late. ‘ -

Meanwhile, we will take a clairvoyant view of the Cure,
and learn what is transpiving there. It was a clear, beau-
tiful night; net a cloud marred the beauty of the azure
dome or the brightness of the goldén lamps that the hand

281




282 THE GOLDEN KEY.

of infinite wisdom had suspended through the boundless

““expanse. The silver moon threw a flood of light over the
sleeping earth, bringing out the shadows of the tall trecy
standing on either side of the road leading from the city
to the hydropathic establishment of Dr. Bigelow. ~Late
i the evening a woman might have been seen passing si-
lently but rapidly over the dusty highway. Occasionally .
she would pause in the dark shadows and-look around as
though fearful of pursuit. Then she would hasten on
until another group of trees afforded her the obscurity she
seemed eager to gain. At last she was almost opposite.
the building, and erouching in the shadows, she muttered
to herself: . ,

“She is there—there in her beauty, pride, and happi-
ness; she is there, the woman that Ze loves. How I hate
her! Ha! that queenly form shall soon be food for worms,

* those brilliant eyes and magnificent tresses that have made
him forget his early love, that beauty that conquered hig
fear of the living and dead—all shall soon go outin dark-
ness. How he loves her! Ob! it will be sweet rovenge
to wring his heart with anguish and make him suffer ag I
have suffered. He had no pity, no compassion on me;
with careless, cruel hand he destroyed my youth and
blasted my life; now Z will have no pity, no sympathy.
Ah! it was sweet to love, but it is a thousand times swecter
to hate. How I shall delight to see my vietim writhing
in the tortures I have prepared for him. I shall clap my
hands in glee and laugh over the grave of his dead idol.
I am willing to die if I can but visit upon his head this
just retribution.” o o

While thig woman, whom no doubt the reader has ree-
ognized ag the QUEEN oF DEATH, is thus exulting over the
the deed she is about to commit, we will enter the Cure
and see what is transpiring within those darkened rooms.
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It is late; the, patients have all retired, the lights have
- been extinguished, and to all appearance the Cure is as
calm and tranquil as the moonlight scene without. But
this calmness is only seeming. We enter, and ascend the
broad staircase, and pass into the large room at the right.
Here, walking to and fro with restless hasty stops, is Clara
Gordon. She, like the insane woman without, is holding
evil communion with herself, and trying to nerve her arm
for the deed she has vowed shall be accomplished that night.
“T shall succeed this time,” she muttered, “and the
deed that deprives him of a wife, will forever remove Mrs.
Loomis from my path. No one knows that Clara Gordon
is within a hundred miles of this house. This diggnise,
with an assumed name, has served me well. Strange T do
not shrink as at first from the deed. I know it is the only
way that I can attain my object, and so well do I love Dr.
Bradwell that 1 would descend into the depths of perdition,
if it must be, to ensure his love. Po-morrow my way will
be clear; a fow months will d{spel his grief, for he has
never loved her, and as for Mrs. Loomis, bowed to the
- dust under the imputation of this crime, he will hate Zer
more intensely than I do. My tranquillity restored, health
and beauty will return. I shall accidentally meet him, my
power over him will be re-established, and at last I shall
have the wealth I have coveted, and more than that, the
love for which my proud nature has stooped to plead.
Oh! if Dr, Bradwell were a beggar in the street, a felon
" in a prison cell, a criminal doomed to die, I would love
him, worship him, and move earth and heaven to save him.
What is the worth of the childish affection of such a woman
as Mrs. Bradwell when compared to the wild, tumultuous
torrent that sweeps over my soul? He has never known
what it is to have a beautiful woman love him as I do. It
is said that the strength of love is tested by the sacrifices
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we are willing to make for it. I have already hazarded
Life and honor, and am willing to sell my soul if need be,
yes, dwell in the regions of darkness forever for the sake
of this loye.” She paused, took from the table beside her
3 ghttermg dirk and carefully scrutinized its keen edge.
“T do not like the instrument, but it is hers and will help
to fasten suspicion upon her. All is ready, the side door
‘unfastened for my escape. But what was that?” she ex-
claimed as the sound of footsteps was heard in the hall.

While she stands listening, we will ascend another flight
of stairs and enter the neatly furnished room at the left
of the landing. The curtains are drawn aside and the
moonlight falld upon the pale face of Mrs. Bradwell and
kisses the coral lips and golden curls of little Daisy sleep-
ing by her side. The dark form we left erouching under
the shadows of the preat trees has entered the room.

“This must be the place,” she whispered; *Clara has

.charge of the child.” At this instant a gust of wind
closed the shutters, leaving Mrs. Bradwell’s form in the
shadow. A low laugh escaped the lips of the insane
woman. “’Tis father’s spirit; he wants the deed done in
the darkness. Now, Clara Gordon,” she muttered, as she
tried the point of the Jeweled dagger, “death to you for.
daring to trifle with one who is mine, all mine. Go! go!
dwell with the demons of darkness! I am the QUuEEN oF
DEarm; my hand is sure!”

With these words, her hand descended with a fatal
stroke, and the warm life-blood gushed forth from the
heart of Mrs. Bradwell and stained the white hand and
scarlet band that encircled the wrist of the murderess.:
Scarcety had the deed been committed when a slight sound

_at the door caused her to look up, and catching sight of

- Clare, Gordon, she dropped her dagger and fled rapidly
from the room.
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“It is well,” muttered Clara, tiic momentary shock of
amazement giving place to an expression of demon satis-
faction, “*Satan is aiding me to-night.”

Dipping her hand in the warm blood, she stained the
weapon she carried, dropping it upon the bed, and stealing
from the room, hastily erossed the hall, and left the bloody
prints of her fingers upon the door of the room occupied
by Mrs. Loomis. No sooner did she commence deseend-
ing the stairs leading to her own room than a shriek rang
through the house, a shrick that made Clara’s heart atmost
cease its beatings. Bhe dared not retrace her stops, but
concealing in the folds of her dress the dagger dropped by
the QuerN or¥ DErarH, she finally gained her apartment.
The scream that had so startled Clara, also startled the

" household, and lights” were gleaming from every part of
the building. Mrs. Loomis was the first to enter the futal
chamber of death. The door leading to Mrs. Bradwell's
room was open, and as she stepped in, all was quiet as the
grave. The heavy curtains had fallen, makimg the room.
totally dark. _

“I am glad they were not disturbed,”” said Mrs. Loomis,
mentally. - She drew aside the curtain, and at that mo--
ment the sound of approaching steps was heard, and Dr,
Bigelow, his wife, 'and Clara Gordon entered the room.
Mrs, Loomis had just turned from the window, and the
moonlight had revealed to her astonished gaze the terrible
scene. White as marble and trembling like an aspen leaf,
ghé leaned against the bedstead for support. Now the
light from the lamp carried by Dr. Bigelow revealed more
clearly the horrible picture, Evidently Mrs. Bradwell had
died without a struggle.  The white counterpane was crim-
soned with her blood, and the cruel instrument of death
lay near her. Daisy sat upright in the bed, her little hands
clasped over her face, white as marble. On the floor near
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the bed lay Anna in a death-like swoon. The individuals
of the group gazed upon each other in speechless horror,

(lara Gordon was the first to break silence.

“The child must be removed,” she said.  “Daigy, come
to me.”” Dalsy moved not, and seemed unconscious of all
that was passing around her. DBut when Clara attempted
to remove her by force, Daisy recoiled from her tOuch and
cried in a voice of horror:

“Away, away! your hands are dripping with blood T

Clara shrunk baek intimidated by the fierce words and
strange look of the child. Mrs. Loomis went to Daisy,
and the little child put her arms around her neck and was
carried from the room. ‘
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CHAPTER XLVII.
THE WILES OF TOE SERPENT.

WHILE the intensest excitement over the horrible mur-
der prevailed among the inmates of the Cure, and before
the dawn of morning, the sound of horses’ feet, coming
‘with rapid pace, br oke the death-like silence of the street.
Nearer and nearer they came and stopped before the Cure.
The next moment the door bell rung out a loud sharp peal.
A servant answered the eall and admitted the coarse, re-
pulsive man first introduced as the guardian of Lottie, the
young prima-donna. He bowed politely and inquired if
Mrs. Loomis was stopping theve. Being affirmatively an-
swered, he expressed a desire to see her immediately. The
girl left him alone and hastened to the apartment of Mrs.
Loomis, whom ghe found with little Daisy, who had sobbed
herself to ‘sleep in her ,arms.  The white face of Mrs,
Loomis bécame a shade pmler a3 she received the summons,
Geently she unclasped the elinging arms of Daisy, and with
‘trembling steps descended to the parlor.

¢«Is this Mrs. Loomis?” inquired the man as she entered
the room. She bowed assent, and he continued:

“I have a letter for you, ma’am, and the one that sent
it g;we me particular directions to give it into ino hands
but yours. ~ She is mighty bad off, she is, and it is not
certain whether she will be alive when I get back.””

Mrs. Loomis took the letter and glanced over its con-
tents, which were as follows:

“Dear Mzs. Loomis, my only friend, in life T have hated,
despised, and wronged you. Now T am about to dic alone and
among strangers. | ask you to forgive my injustice and come

‘
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to me at once. I ask this mot from purely selfish motives, for I
have a revelation to make which is of the greatest lmportance to
vou and those you love. The doctors say I cannot live, and oh!
T cannot die with this load of guilt upon my seul.  You are the
only one in the world to whom I can speak. Let nothing pre-
vent you from complying with my last request. The distanee
is short ; you will not be detained more than two howrs. Come,
for God’s sake! come and reecive the confession of

“Crara Gorpon.”

Mrs. Loomis was so astonished and bewildered that for
some moments she knew not what to do. Then an icy chill
ran over her, a terrible fear took possession of her soul
and sinking into a chair she exclaimed:

“I cannot, T cannot.”

“Well, then, all T have to do is to go b‘lck without you,
but T can tell you one thing, ma’am, her ghost will be sure
to haunt you as long as you live, for she said she could not
rest in this world or the next until she had told you all,
and it’s my opinion you had better receive it from her now
than to have her ghost follomng you all the days of your
Tife.” .

Mrs. Loomis had been greaﬂy unnerved by the events
of the night, and the man’s Words made her tremble with
apprehension.  She could almost imagine that the spirit

of Clara Gordon was lurking in the dark corners of the

room, and calling to her. Nerving herself, she rose, and
with a firm veice said: -

“8ir, an cvent bhas transpired in this house the past
night that renders it impossible for me to accompany you.
Return and say to Miss Gordon, that T will answer her call
as soon ag Dr. Bradwell arrives and I have placed his child
under his protection. I cannot leave Daisy alone, at this
time.”

“You need have no anxiety on that account,” spoke the

g g ! - byt A
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soft, oily voice of Clara Gordon, as protected by her dis-
guise she glided into, the oom. “I am a stranger here,
but you nced not fear to trust the child to my care. I~
understand that Dr, Bradwell has been sent for; it cannot
be long before his arrival, and if your friend is dying, as
I judge she is from what the gentleman has s#id, the delay
may prove fatal, and all through your life your heart wiil
repeat the terrible words, ‘foo late.’ Mrs. Loomis, you
are a stranger to me, and although I have been at the Cure
but & short time, I have not failed to notice your devotion
to Mrs. Bradwell and her child, and this morning, when
we entered the room and found you alone with the dead, I
noticed the expression of anguish upon your countenance.
I admire that devotion that even now would keep you from
the death-bed of a friend to watch over the child of her you-
served so well, but the voice'of duty mever calls in two

~ directions at the same time. The child is sleeping; I will
“watch and guard her as tenderly as eould a mother. Go

to your friend and return with a consciousness that you
have brightened her lagt moments, and made it possible
for her spirit to find rest in the other world.”

Mrs. Loomis arose, fixed her eyes upon Clara as though
she would read her very soul, but the disguise was perfect
and no suspicion came to her of the plot that this woman
had laid for her destruction. Thanking her for her kind
offer, she again ascended the stairs and stood by the side
of Daisy. : .

“Dear little one,” she said, bending over the sleeper,
“T feel that X ought not to leave you, yet the time will be
short, and no harm can possibly come to you.”

With these words she put on her bonnet and shawl, and
again kissing the white brow of the sleeping child, she said,
addreqsmg herself to Clara, who had that moment entered

the room, “I hope she may not awake till my return,”
19
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Little did Mrs. Loomis think that many, many long
weeks would pass before she would again meet with little
Daisy. Leaving the room, she passed down the staircase
and out upon the broad avenue where the carriage .stood
waiting. As she was sbout to enter it she looked back,
and there saw the spmt so often described by Daisy as her
“heauntifal mamma.” Bhe was beckoning Mrs. Loomis to
return, and then wringing her hands as if in despair.

““Why don’t you get in? T never saw any one as slow
as you are,” spoke the harsh voice of the man. '

“] must go back to the house,” she answered, and she
removed her foot from the carriage step.

“You don’t play any of your tricks on me,” said the
man, and raising her in his arms, he lifted her into the
carriage, despite her struggle to cscape, quickly shut the
door, and at the next moment was driving off at a rapid

rate. The first piercing scream of hopeless anguish that
this woman had ever tttered was lost in the noise of the

carriage as it ratiled over the pavement. Mrs. Loomis
wos now fully satisfied that she was the victim of a plot
and she had done wrong in followmg the advice of the
strange woman and leaving Daisy in her charge. She re-
solved to procure a conveyance and return to the Cure the

moment the carriage stopped and she was free.  Little did

she realize that freedom was to her only a name; she was
a prisoner in the hands of this coarse, brutal man. Not
until she found herself confined to the limits of a small
dark room, did she realize that she was no longer free, nor

could she divine the cauge for her detention. Whon she

reread the leiter purporting to have heen written by Clara
Gordon, she vaguely felt that Clara must have been chief
agent in this plot, yet lier pure, innocent nature could-not

fathom the depth of Clara’s infamy.
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CHAPTER XLVIIL
FURTHER REVELATIONS BY DAISY

“HE is eoming,” spoke Clara Gordon, as again the
sounds of horses’ feet were heard approaching the Cure.
Conecealing herself within the folds of the lace curtains,
she locked out to catch a glimpse of him whom she had so
terribly wronged. Yes, Dr. Bradwell had aprived, and
with him & number of gentlemen. All entered the house,

-and Clara withdrew from  the window, trembling with
agitation, ,
“QOh! that I conld go to him,” she said, “and let- him
know how my heart sympathizes with him.. Yes, he suffers,
- althonggh she was incapable of calling out the depths of his
affection; he suffers more than I anticipated. How pale
be is! Ok! that I could in some way have shielded him
from this great sorrow! Yet it was necessary to the ac-
complishmant of the purpose that is rooted in my life, and
if fate had not sapplied another instrument, my hand would
have done the deed. Now that my path is.plain, now that
all things are as T would have them, I feel an intense de-
sire to go to him and reveal all the past. Ig there o law
which will compel me to confess my crimes and destroy my
prospect of future happiness for which I have periled my
soul? Tn my heart I am a murderer, but he shall never
know it—never, never. If there be such a law, it is not
strong enough to make me break the seal of secresy. I
must see him; it has been long, oh! so long, since I heard
the sound of his: voice. Yet I dave not,” she said, shrink-
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ing back after her first impulsive step towards the door.
<Ny emotion would betray me; he would penetrate my
disguize, I will be prudent. "What happiness it would he
to take the place oceupied by Mrs. Loomis, but it must not
he: -one wrong move now would ruin all. 1 will go into
shaeurity and remain until this execitement is over, then
return with the proof of my innocence, and from that hour
I pledge myself to live a better, truer life. Blessed with
hiz love, dwelling in the sunshine of his presence, I shall
Lave attained the end of my ambition, and the good that
is in my nature will grow stronger day by day, and he
will never know the dark secret of my past life.” -

At this moment the door opened and Dr. Bradwell, ac-
companied by Mrs. Bigelow, entered the apartment. Clara
shrunk into the darkest corner of the room. Her fears
of detection were groundless, for the doctor seemed uncon- -
seious of her presence. He went dircctly to Daisy, and
anzed upon her with a look of deepest affection. His face
was very, very pale, and the expression lingering about the
firm mouth bespoke a voiceless pain.  While he thas stood,
Daisy awoke and extended her little arms, saying:

“Papa, take Daisy home.”

He took the child in his arms, and kissing her white.
brow, murmured: '

“Bhe is all 1 have of life.”

Daisy’s head dropped upon his shoulder, her eyes closed,
and in a changed voice, and a manner totally unlike her
own, she said: ) T

“Papa, dear papa, all have not gone; your Lillie lives
in the higher world. Papa, Lillie's mother is not dead!
Daisy’s mamma died long, long ago, and now your beauti-
ful sister is coming to live with ws. Her spirit is free.

But, papa, they say you must not let them move her
body!”
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“What do you mean, Daisy? of what are you speaking¢”
“T tell you, papa, what the bright spirit with the GorLpsx
Kuy tells me. He says that your second wife wag, in real-
ity, only your sister. An insane woman has murdered
her, and on aceount of her.unnatural death, her spirit-
body will be longer in forming. 3o do net disturb her for
two or three hours. He says:the erime will be charged to
an innocent person. DPaps, he wants me to tell your that
you have not lost all,  Daisy is not your child; I, Lillie,
was taken from you in infancy and Daisy put in my place.
I died in my mother’'s ‘arms. Your first wife still lives,
and is innocent of the charges you once brought against
her. ITe says,-trnst the future, and guardian angels will
do all in ‘their power to smooth the way for you, andthough
they cannot reclothe the departed in her earthly form, they
can do much to render her condition happy, and can bring
her to communicate with you, and in this way they may
-be enabled to thwart the designa of a guileful woman, who
even now is preparing snares for your feet. They know
not how well they may succeed in this, as their control
depends so much on surrounding influences; but however
dark the night may appear, be assured the angels will not
cease to bring the light of their presence to comfort, and
if possible, to aid you. For your consolation, he says that
your sister did not suffer as much in death as she has dur-
ing her late illness. The great wrong to her is in depriv-
ing her of earth’s needed experiences, and compelling her,
by this unfortunaie death, to remain in an unconseious
condition for a time, and depriving her of the pleasure of
the transit from this world to the next. Therefore be not
disconsolate. Papa, e has gone, and Lillie can now tell
you how much she loves you and mamma,”
“Where is your mamma?”’ spoke the dector in a voice
scarcely audible.
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Before reply was made, the door was thrown open, and
the officers of the law entered the room. One of them held
in his hand the weapon which Clara had left in the death
chamber. ‘

“Fychse the intrusion,” he said to Dr. Bradwell; “we
are in search of Mrs, Tioomis, and have been informed that
we could find her in this room. 1 suppose this is the lady.”
And he approached Clara as he spoke.

“No,” said Mrs. Bigelow, “this is Mrs. Yqung, a lady
who has been in.the house but o few days.”

«Ts this the lady who entered Mrs. Bradwell’s room with
yourself and husband this morning?”

7 answered Mra. Bigelow.

“Will you have the kindness to describe the appearance
of the room and the persons in it when you entered?” con-
tinued the officer, at the same txme fixing a searchmﬂ'
glance upon Clara.

Clara arose to her feet, and in o eold vbice, in which
there was not a sign of emotion, gave the necessary an-
swers, and concluded by saying:

“Qn-the floor lay one of the servants, who had ev1dently
been aroused by the scream of Mrs. Bradwell and had
fainted upon viewing the seene. On the bed.hy her side
knelt her little girl, whom the scene of sorrow seemed to
have frozen into a statue. Bending over the corpse was
Mrs. Loomis.”

“Where is she now?” )

“That question I cannot answer. By her request I
have taken charge of the child. She claimed that she had
been summoned to see o friend who was very ill; that she
was going but a few steps from the house and would return
i a few moments.”

“How long has she been absent?”

“Over an hour.”

“The same,
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- “Did you ever see this Instrument before?” asked the
officer, exhibiting the dirk.

“I can only say,” replied Clara, ““that yesterday, as I
_entered the room of Mrs. Loomis, I saw such a weapon
upon her toilet table. When she perceived me she hastily

concealed it from sight,”
At this moment a shudder convulsed the body of Daisy.
¥or a few minutes she seemed to be in contortions, then
springing to her feet she confronted Clara, and in a strong
voice exclaimed:

“Wicked, deceiving, guilty woman! do not try to throw
the erimson mantle of guilt around the innocent. I de-
nounce you aa >

The moment of suspense was terrible.  Clara’s face was
livid with mingled rage and fear. So great was her ex-
citcment that she forgot her habitual prudence and caution,
and raising her arm and muttering the single word “Devil !’
she struck the child ablow that sent her reeling to the flooy.
In the midst of the confusion that ensued, Clara made her
retreat into the next room. Seizing an opportunc moment,
ghe sent for the officers, gave her own explanation of the
extraordinary occurrence they had just witnessed, and also
many things tending to confirm suspicion against the party
suspected as guilty of the murder.

The officers listened respeetfully to Clara’s words, al-
though it was eviderit that they were wmore interested in
trying to fathom her reason for implicating Mrs. Loomis
than in the information they gained from her. The quick
eyes of the detectives had perceived that the terrible wound
which had caused Mrs. Bradwell’s death was not made by
the instrument he held in his hand, bearing the name of -
Mrs. Loomis. Again, they had decided that the bloody
marks ‘upon the door opening into the rooom of Mrs.
Loomis, were not made by any one passing in, but were
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placed there by some one passing along the hall. For
these and other reasons, to them it was evident that Mrs,

"Loomis was not guilty of the erime; neither did they sus-
pect Clara, but they were anxious to fathom her reasons
for desiring to cast suspicion upon one who was elearly not
the criminal. Clara had also tried to impress upon their
minds the convietion that Mrs. Bradwell's c¢hild was subject
to fits of insanity; that this fact had been confided to her
by Mrs. Loomis who had eharge of Daisy. After obtain-
ing all the information from Clara that she desired to im-
part, they again returned to Dr. Bradwell, with whom they
held a long conversation, which tended to confirm their
belief in the innocence of Mrs. Loomis. During this inter-
view Daisy listened to the conversation with the deepest
interest. The officer observing this, addressed her, saying:

“Well, little girl, can you tell me of anything that-oc-
curred in your mother’s room last night¥” ‘

“Yes,” replied Daisy, fixing her truthful eyes upon the
man. “I wag agleep, but a noise in the room awoke me.
I heard some one whispering, but I kept quiet, for I
thought that my preity sngel mamma and Little Lillie had
come to me again. Soon after, I opened my eyes and saw
a strange, wild-looking woman standing by the bed, and T
was afraid of her. I saw her raise her arm, holding in her
hand something that sparkled in the moonlight, over my
mother. T tried to scream but could not, for when I saw
her hand I knew who it was, for her fingers were dripping
with blood, just as when I saw her before. She struck
mamma, then Iaughed, and I did not see or hear anything
more until Dr. Bigelow came into the room with that
woman’ (here Daisy pointed towards the room occupied
by Clara) “who wanted to take me away.”,

“Is this, what the strange woman held in her hand?”
said the officer, holding up the instrument.
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- “No, no,” said Daisy, shuoddering, ‘“take it away! I
~-cannot look at it.” J
“You spoke of having seen this woman before. Can
you tell me where?”’ : '
Daisy gave an account of the scene at Mrs, Spaulding’s.
Then folding her arms and looking into Dr. Bradwell's
face, she said; ]
4My work is done; I have told him all I know. They
will find the QUEER 0F DEatH, but will not take her life.
She did not know what she was doing. Mamma will for-
give her; God will forgive hier. Papa, Daisy can help you
in another way. My pretty mamma came this morning
and said that I must stay until the broken links in your
life were reunited; until the beautiful rainbow I saw so
long ago over the head of Mrs. Loomis should shine more
brilliantly than in her early years. Then T asked mamma
to tell me what all this meant? and she answered, ‘he
patient, Daisy, and you shall know.” O papa,” she added,
putting her arms about his neck and resting her head upon
his shoulder, “I am so glad that I can help you, and make
you happier; T am so glad that T can help Mrs: Loomis,
although I cannot tell in what way. This morning, when
1lay here so quiet that Mrs. Loomis thought mo asleep
and left me, bright angels cane, took me in their arms and
tallked to“lne until the pain was -all gone from my heart,
and they told me that beforo long-they would come and
take me to the beautiful home where your Lillie lives.
They showed me a long park, in the center of which was
* g beautiful mangion, clear as erystal, and all around it was
‘a portico sustained by coral pillars, and around them
twined vines, dark green leaves, and snow-white flowers.
They will take me there, papa, where Lottic and Clarence
-and mamma live, I asked if Aunt Maggie could not go
too, but they shook their heads and said, ‘Not yet.” I
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shall be so happy there with your little L’ilhe Are you
not glad that ¥ am going?”
The doctor folded her closer to his heart, and bcndmrr
over her, whlspered
“Thls is the last drop in the bitter cup! T can bear no
more.” ' ‘ ‘
The officers were now satisfied that the murderess was
none other than the insane woman known as the “QUEEN
oF DEaTH,” against whom Harry Young had entered a -
complaint. T¢ watch Clara’s movements, find Mrs. Loomis,
and to arrest this mad woman, was now the work of the
detectives.
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"CHAPTER XLIX,

THE PROMISE. .
‘ ~

Mace1E WiLD had received a great shock in the intelli-
gence of the assassination of Mrs. Bradwell, but did not
communicate the terrible tidings to Mrs. Sp&uldmg, who
was rapidly sinking into the valley of death. Maggie had
" been fully oceupied in dttending to the wants of the inva.
lid, and her mind absorbed in the thought of the great
change about to take place in the condition of her dear and
revered friend. Day by day the failing body grew weaker,
and as the spirit neared the immortal shore it seemed to
grow brighter and stronger, and the vision clearer. During
the last days of her illness, Mrs, Spaulding had frequently
attempted to converse with Maggie upon subjects relating
to.her material welfare. But Maggie, from a sense of in-
nate delicaey, had avoided the suhject, beggmg her friend
not to give one thought to her.

“T am young and strong,” she said, “and with the aid
of the angels under whose care I am, I shall be supplied
with all that is necessary for my material needs.”

““Maggie, yon are alone and inexperienced,” Mrs.
Spaulding réplied, “you are beautiful and confiding, and
the great world is cold and selfish. O my little one! I
tremble to think what your fate may be.”

“Not alone, dear Mrs. Spaulding, not alone, for ever the
angels are with me; nor unprotected, for their magnetic
influence ig thrown like a wall of fire around me, and al-
though the way be dark, and snares be laid for iy feet,
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yet I fear no evil, for the same overrnling power that has
protected and guided me in the past will eare for me in
the fuiure.” )

“Maggie, your hcart is as pure a3 untrodden snow,
your perfect trust is beautiful, but there may be times
when your guardian angels: cannot approach. Then it wiil
be well to have strength of your own, through which you
may be able to control your surroundings and live inde-
pendent of those who through envy and malice would de-
stroy the peaee which envelops your soul, and cast you
from a position which they could never hope to attain;
those who would poison the cup of friendship and break
the golden links in the chain of love, destroy your useful-
ness and make your earth life a failure. I have had ex-
perience in life, and know what it is to buffet with the
darkness of ignorance and superstition, and now, as my
material form grows weaker, my perception becomes clearor
and I seem to see what will be your future if you are left
to struggle on alone and uncared for. T sincerely balieve
that the angels who have lifted the pall of darkness from
my soul and brightened my d.eclm]ng days by the sunlight
of their presence, caused me to be strongly attracted to
you, and have so shaped events that you have found a
home and rest beneath my roof. Your gentle hands now

‘soothe my last hours of earth life, your pure love fills my

heart with peace; your sweet words of faith and hope lead

- me to the brink of the beautiful river, and point me to a

land where friendship and love are free from the cold
breath of distrust that teo often mars their beauty, and

chills their life on earth. Maggie, the same influences -

that sent you to me, now reveal the way in which I am to
compensate you for the happiness you have afforded me.
Did Inot give heed to these impressions, I should be un-
worthy the blessings received. You are aware that my
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husband left a large fortune in-my possession, and that T
have no near relatives. 1 have lived economically, and
the interest has more than supplied my wantg, therefore
the property remains. This I design to leave so that it
may be put to the best use. I have studied youn closely,
and believe you will use it wisely. Do not turn from me,

" Maggie, it is all yours. More than a week since, the

papers were executed making you my heiress.”

‘Maggie was too much overcome to speak, and her bright

tears fell upon the hand of her beloved friend.

“Now, Maggie,” continued Mrs, Spauldmg, “there is
another subJect upon which I wish to speak and you will
pardon me if I speak as freely as I would to my-own child.
The, angels have chosen you as an instrument through

which they can give light to the world, and you are willing

to sacrifice «fl for what you believe to be the truth, In -
this you may be mistaken. The great object of life heve
and hereafter, is happiness; true happiness can only come

-through harmonicus growth and development. 'To develop

your intellectual nature by the sacrifice of the social is an
error; to live wholly ahserbed in. the spiritual, shunning
the goeciety of your kind, standing on the mountain summit,
ever seeking the companionship of those who have left the

earth plane, striving to crush every emotion of love for
those upon the material plane, may add to your intuitive
or spiritual growth, but it is not the true way to attain
happiness here or hereafter. One attribute of the soul,
one organ of the brain, must not say to another, away! we
have no need of thee! How many men and women there
are who are intellectual giants, yet are social and spiritual
dwarfe. Such will be the fato of those who would with-
draw from the needed cxperiences of earth life, and live
wholly in the ideal reabm. You are naturally a warm-

_ hearted, affectionate girl; to crush out this nature is to
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destroy your own usefulness. I would not have you leave
the beautiful work the angels have given you to do, but I
would have you be as nature designed you. All the influ-
ences from the higher life cannot meet the demands of your
warm, loving heart. I once hoped that before I closed my
eyes in death, I should have had the pleasure of seeing you
the wife of him I so much esteem and respect, Forest. But
long ago I gave up this hope, for I saw that your heart had
t\uned its tendrils avound another soul. Nay, Maggie, do
not shrink from me when I speak thus plainly. Pare af-.
fection enmobles and exalts, but I have found that you
would trample it beneath your feet, through an erroneous
idea that it is your duty to sacvifice it to something higher.”

“I have thought so, I have thought so,” responded Mag-
gie, repeating the words and raising her tear-stained face
to Mrs, Spaulding.

¢ Dear child, you are mistaken; there is nothing h1gher,
nobler, truer than pure affection. Men have gaid that
God was love, becanse it was the highest conception of. the
Divil?e'they could form. Maggie, be true to the prompt—
ings of your heart; know that in all the broad universe
there is but one soul that can truly answer them. Cherish
this true affection, be true to it under all circumstances,
and from it shall come the strengt}' that will give you
power to rige to hights whose summits you have not vet
seen. Be true to it, and from it will flow the sweet and
holy joy, the calm and sacred peace that will transform
the cold earth life into the warmth and bea,uty of the
heavenly realm, and better prepare you for your life work.
Our Father does not ask the sacrifice you would make; he
desires his children to be happy, and through that happi-
ness to accomplish the greatest good. Maggie, will you
promise me that you will no Ionger seek to destroy the
beautiful buds cf affection Just opening in your soul? Be-

i iy e Y T 3
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lieve me, if you would help others, and add to the happi-
nesg of the world, you must yourself be good, wise, and
happy. Promise me, Maggie.”

“Oh! Mrs, Spaulding,” replied the. weeping girl, “do
not ask me to place myself in a position where my mind
would be diverted from the great purpose to which I have
“dedicated my life: T love Harry with all the depth of my
nature, but I cannot be false to my chosen mission, eannot
permit anything to draw my mind from heaven to earth.

= Companionship I need; I will have it from the other life.
I shall suffer, suffer by thus voluntarily renouncing the
happiness which you have so beautifully portrayed, but by
constant endeavor I shall outgrow and rise above it.  Suf-
fering will purify my spirit, and if it be true that Harry is
" the only soul that can speak to mine, then some time in
. the great future, sometime when the cares and responsi.
bilities of this life are over, we shall meet where there will

no longer be need of dissimulation.”

“Maggie, have you told Harry of this?”

“Not yet.” .
© “Then promise me that you will not for one year. It
is my last request; promise, and T shall die content, for I
know that before that time your heart will trlumph over
the fancies that have now the possession of your mind, and
you will acknowledge that social and domestic happiness in
no way interferes with spirit’ culture or séul growth. Do
you promise this?”

“I will,” replied Maggie, “but I should not be true to
myself, if I permltted you to believe that there was uny
hope of a change.”

Mrs. Spaulding smiled faintly, then murmured: “I am
very weary.” For some time she lay silent and motionless,
apparently in a sweet slumber. Maggie sat at her side,

looking at ler pale face and then at the rich vermillion
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that was glowing in the chambers of the west Soon Mrs,
Spaulding opened her eyes, and taking Marrgxe s hand, said:

“Bee, the sun is almost down; when it rises again, my
spirit will be in the land of souls.”

She then reguested Maggie to eall the friends. Looking
at them with a peaceful smilo upon her face, she said:

] am almost there; a few moments since, I saw the
partner of my earth life, and with him my child. Oh?! it
is sweet to go. Hark! I hear the music of angel voices,
and the sound of approaching steps. It is growmg dml\
around me, so dark that I cannot see. Ah! this is the
valley of death. Now it grows light, so dazzling, O
Maggie! I see the bheautiful land you have so often des-
cribed. Why, there iz—yes, there is. Mrs. Bradwell!
She has gone to the spirit world. I see her; she sleeps,
she rests.. Here is my—my-—" - She besitated, then
continued, “I am going. Farewell! joy, joy! My hus-
band, my child!”

With these last words, the spirit took its departure from

earth, leaving the face of the mortal body radiant with the

light of ineffable joy.

Maggio sunk down by the side of all that now remained
to her of her faithful friend. Soon she was lost in a deep
trance, in which she remained for two hours, describing to
those around her the process of death, the emancipated
spirits present, snd at last the departure of the angelic
band as they bore away the new-born spirit. . Maaglo for-
got her great work for humanity, her interest in life, and
for once her warm, loving nature expressed itself, and she
prayed that she might be permitted to go with her friend.

But vain were such prayers and enireaties, Life was

before “her, its experiences were needed, and with a sad
heart she avose, and coldly, calmly as & statue, went forth
to itd féverish strife.
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CHAPTER L.

THE INTERVIEW.

TuE QUEEN oF DEATH had disappeared and no trace of

her could be found. Clara had retired into obscurity,
comforting hersclf that she need vemain thus but for a
short time. 'Three or four weeks she confined herself to
the Louse, but growing restless, she determined to visit
Mrs.  Loomis for the purpose of obtaining all the informa-
ation she could use against her, then cause her to be re-
leased, thinking she would be immediately arrested by the
. detectives, whom she supposed were in search of her. As-
suming the disguise she had so successfully worn at the
Cure, she repaired to the place wheve Myrs. Loomis was
confined, and was 'received with the quiet self-possession
characteristic of that lady. o

“I have sought you out to ask an explanation of your
prolonged absence,” said Clara, assuming the air of a much
injured person.

“It is unnecessary for you to attempt to decelve mc
Ionger, Miss Gordon; you might have saved yourself the
trouble of assuming a disguise which I can now penetrate.
I have long known that your smooth words concealed ha-
“tred and bitterness of heart. Your gentle and, at times,
affcctionate manners are assumed to conceal your true na-
ture, your real motives. Miss Gordon, I know that it is to
you I am indebted for this treatment. Your object I can-
not fathom. Why you should wish to-add another weight

to the sorrow of my life, another pang to the heart that
20
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has endured so much, is more than T can understand. I
am not aware that T have ever injured you or given you
reason to suppose that I was not your friend.  Why do
you hate me? Why have you taken me from the child I
love, and who needs my care? Why do you now come
here to msult me?”

Mrs. Loomis, while unttering thesc words in slow and
measured tones, was very calm. Her very calmness added
to Clara’s irritation. She sprung quickly to her feet, and
walked rapidly up and down the room, then confronting
Mrs. Loomis, said:

“Further disguise is useless; you know who I am, and
Thave asked why I hate you. I hate you, Mrs. Loomis,
because you have always stood in my way; 1 hate you be-
canse you have the affection of Daisy when it should have
been given to me; I hate you because you tried by your
infernal arts to influence Daisy to warn her father against
me; I hate you because you stand between me and the
only being I ever loved. But for you my plans would not
have been thwarted. I have understood your designs, and .
know that you have hoped, by gaining the affection of the
child, to reach the heart of the father. I hate you for all
this, and have had revenge upon you by taking you from
Daisy, disgracing you in the estimation of those who bhave
been your friends, and eausing Dr. Bradwell to despise and
seorn you and shrink from you as he would from the breath
of a pestilence.” The last words were spoken slowly, while
Clara Gordon’s eyes were fixed upon her vietim, enjoying
the suffering that could not be concealed. Ah! you can-
not always be so calm. I have found a way to make your
cheek blanch and your heart quiver with the agony I have
suffered.”

“What did you tell him?” asked Mrs. Loomls, trying in
vain to suppress her deep emotion.
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~ “That you murdered his wife, then fled to escapo de-
tection.” : ‘ ] ]

“May God forgive you,” exclaimed Mrs. Loomis, wring-
ing her hands with agony. ‘

Clara’s eyes flashed and her cheeks crimsoned as she
noticed the effect of her words.

“He did not believe it,” said Mrs. Loomis, in an implor-
ing tone of voice. S

“He did believe it,” replied Clara. ¢“He has placed the
officers upon your track, and I alone have power to save
you from the doom that awaits you.” Clara paused, but
Mvrs. Loomis made no reply; she appeared the picture of
mute despair. “I can save you,” repeated Clara, And
again she paused; still no reply. Clara then placed her
hand upon her shoulder and said: *Hear me, Mrs. Loomis,
listen to reagon, follow my advice, and I will save you from
the clutches of the law.” , ‘

“What would you have me do?” ‘

“Promise me that you will nover see or communicate
with Dr. Bradwell or. Daisy, and I will see that you are
‘ consigned o a place of safety; refuse, and an ignominions
] death or imprisonment is inevitable.

" ¢“Ts this all you have to say "
« Al replied Clara.
Mrs. Loomis, rising to her feet and confronting Clara,

said: S

“Then let me be at once relieved from your presence.

I cauld not have believed it possible for a woman to have
- been guilty of the falsehood and.treachery to which you

confess. You know, Clara Gordon, that I am innocent of

_even the thought of the terrible crime with which you have
charged me. If you have poisoned the kind feeling that
existed in the heart of Dr. Bradwell towards me, if yon

have made him believe me guilty of this fearful crime, I




308 TEE GOLDEN KEX.

have no desire to prolong a life which for years has been
a burden. I should despise myself were I capable of ac-
cepting succor af the hands of one who has admitted that
she hates me, and who has plotted against me. I fear not
the law of justice, and shall make no effort to avoid tho
fate which you say awaits me. Now leave me; your pre-
sence makes the air heavy; leave me, and pray God and
angels to give you strength to turn from the wayward
paths into which your feet have wandered.” :

- “Fooll” exclaimed Clara, “do not preach to me. If
there be a God, call upon him for help, for you have sealed
your doom, and are beyond earthly aid.”

While this was transpiring, the following conversation
occurred at the room of Harry Young. Forest had been
greatly depressed in spirit since the last appearance of the
woman who had darkened his life from its very morning.
In vain had Harry tried to inspire hope. The fact was
that to him Forest’s affection for Clara was unknown. Te
did not divine that it was her unaceountable absence which
had driven the sunshine of happiness from the soul of his
friend. - -

“Do not look so sad,” said Harry, “that mad woman
cannot evade the search of the detectives. Have patience
a little longer and you will be free.”

“Not free,’” answered Forest, “I am now more & cap-
tive than ever before in life. Harry, at times I am almost
desperate. It is terrible to love, yes, idolize, one who is
cold, and to your affection indifferent.”

“Forest, are you so deeply astached to Clara? I say to

you frankly, I do not believe her worthy of your affection,
and I had hoped that in her absence you would throw off
the psychological influence that binds you to her.”

“It is not psychology, it is not fascingtion, but a love




THE INTERVIEW. : 809

that has tuken possession of my entire being. I can no
more ccase to love her than I can cesse to exist; no more
forget her than T can forget the mother that smiled apen
my childhood. Absence only augments the feeling and
transforms her faults into qualities that draw me yet more
strongly towards her. Harry, you have no coneeption of
the strength of this love, Think of if; remember that
during the long months since -she left, not one word from
her hag reached me. Harry, I know you will think me a
madman, but I am going in search of Clara.”

“Forest, do not take any hasty steps. Wait until you
are free. Were you to meet Clara now and know that
your affection was reciprocated, you could not make her
your wife. Wait a few weeks.”

“J cannot,’ rephed Forest, “my arrangements are made;
I go to-morrow.’ ~

“Forest, you are more impulsive than a boy.”

“What is boyish love in comparizon to mine? I-Iarry
Young, a power that I ecannot resist impels me to go.”

“In what direction?” _

“T know not. I shall first see Maggie Wild, and shall
shape my course according to the suggestmns received
through her elmrvoyant power.”
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CHAPTER LI.
FOREST'S CONFESSION.

Forest sought Maggie Wild, and placing in her hands
a note written by Clara Gordon, requested her to tell him
where the writer was. Maggie held the note for some
time in silence, then said:

“I gee Clara Gordon: she is at Dr. Bradwell's.”

“She was there when the note was written, but. Where is
she now?” queried Forest, impatiently.

“She seems about to take her departure; yes, she is
preparing to leave, and seems to be much agitated.”
Maggie then spoke of Clara’s journey to her home in a
small country town, related her experiences there, fol-
lowed her as she returned to the doctor’s, saying that she
seemed to remain concealed for some weeks, Again she
traced her to her home, thence to the Cure, where she
witnessed the scene already familiar to the reader. This
she. did not reveal to Forest, but gave him only a brief
outline.

“Have you lost sight of her? Where is she now?”’
- asked Iforest, as Maggie paused, lost in silent thought.

“She has returned to the city.

“To this city! where is she?”’

At 98 Grover Street. The house iy large, built of brj ck
She is now seated in an upper room, engaged in Writnég

“Thanks, a thousand thanks for the information. I will
go to her at once.” '
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“Wait a few moments, please; I have something to say
to you.”

Maggie could not let Forest depart without giving him
gome intimation of Clara’s duplicity. Awdre of his deep
‘attachment, she shrunk from giving him: pain, and while
she was studying how best to introduce the subjeet, Dr.
Bradwell was announced. He had called to request Mag-
gie to go and remain for a time with Daisy, who had not
yet recovered from the shock caused by her mother’s death,
Maggie loved Daisy with a deep and pure affection that
‘would make almost any sacrifice.

“T will go,” she answered, “and I hope that the mys-
teries which have so long shrouded Daisy’s life may be
solved.” ' '

While Maggie conversed with the doctor, Forest became
impatient and could not remain longer. Bowing to Mag-
gie and promising to see her again, he took his departure,
and at-once started in search of Clara. Late in the after-
noon, he stood upon the steps of the house indieated; with
trembling hand he sounded the bell, and with beating heart
awaited the response. Hig faith in clairvoyance was not
misplaced, and in a few moments he was in the presence
of her who seemed to hold his destiny at the caprice of her
will.  Oh! how he had longed for this mecting! e had
arranged in thought what he would speak in words; he
could not, would not longer make a secret of his love for
her. He wonld tell her all, pout out the treasures of his
heart, and she would not be indifferent to them. She had
trifled with others:- but it was because they had not called
out the depth of her affections. They had not given her
the heart’s true devotion. With him it was otherwise, and
gy would he have coined his heart’s blood into burning
rubies wherewith to adorn the hand of her who had become
the controller of his fate, Those who have ever given free
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expression to thought and feeling can never realize the

strength and power they gain when impeded in their natu-
ral and harmonious growth, For a time he had stemmed
this tide of love, but now its turbulent billows overleaped
all barriers and swept over hig soul, overwhelming reason,
judgment, wisdom, and bearing its vietim on to inevitable
destruction. Forest thought not, cared not for the vesult.
He would have chosen a life of torture with Clara, to one
of unalloyed felicity if it stipulated separation from her.
Thus, with a heart glowing with love, and lips burning
with words of affection, he came into her presence. Dut
quick as a flash of light, his whole being scemed changed
ag he gazed upon the eold, proud, statcly Clara, who ad-
vanced to meet him without one look of tenderness to soften
the brilliancy of the large, clear eyes, not an emotional
expression to change the perfect composure of that statue-
like face. Her clear voice was steady with the calmness
of indifference, and Forest scemed suddenly transformed
to stone. .His heart sunk like a dead weight, his tongue
seemed paralyzed and refused to obey his will, The result
was & greeting of icy coldness, which she scemed not to
notice, as she talked of the weather, the last novel she had
heen reading, and other topics of the most superficial
stamp, but did not dare to allude to subjeets nearest her
 heart. Ia vain Forest tried to. throw off his constraint
‘and appear natural. At last he mentioned the death of
Mrs. Spaulding. At this announcement Clara started in
‘amazement, asked many questions in regard to her, and
remarked that she supposed Mrs. Spaulding had left her
property to some charitable institution.
“I think not,” replied Forest, ““I believe all was placed
in possession of Magdie Wild.” &
“Impossible!” exclaimed Clara, for. the moment forget-

SUREURITS S3e 21
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ting her usual composure; ‘it cannot be! was Mrs. Spauld-
ing thus deceived?”

“I do not understand to what you allude by her being
" deceived.. To-day Maggie has gone to Dr. Bradwell's to
remain with Daisy, who has been quite ill since the death
of her mother. Of that terrible event you have no doubt
heard ?” c

“Yes,” said Clara, dropping her eyes and striving in
vain to ask a question to Whlch her lips refused to give
utterance.

“Tt was a severe blow to the doctor,” continued Forest.

“Tlas e recovered from i6?"” asked Clara.

“Partially, but he is not the same man as before. Why
have you not ecalled to see him? I believe your presence
and sympathy would do much to lighten his grief.”

“Do you think 307" said Clara, her checks flushing to
bright carnation.

“Certainly. I have noticed that your presence seemed
to have a more soothing influence upon him than that of
any other porson. Why do you stay away?”

“T foared to intrude upon him in his grief.”

“It would be no intrusion, Miss Gordon. He is alone,
and it seemed very sad to have no friend near to sympa-
- thize with him. Magglc is now there.”. She is good and’
true, but could never inspire and strengthen him as you
could.”

Tu @ moment the barrier that scemed to stand between
Clara and Forest was broken down. He wondered what
had wrought this wonderful change. Little did he dream
of the true cause.

“She loves me!’ he’ mentally exclaimed, “but because
of 'my past silence she hag withdrawn herself from me.
Now in speaking of another she has gained a glimpse of
my heart, and in turn her heart responds. She is mine!”
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And as this thought fixed itself in his mind, he impetn-
ously cast himself at the feet of Clara and poured forth
in words of burning eloquenqe the deep emotion of his soul.
Clara was surprised and beéwildered. She had dreaded,
judging from Forest’s reserve and constraint, lest” he had
been made acquainted with the suspicions that had been
cast upon her while in Dr. Bradwell’s family. This fear
was now removed, and in its place came the unlooked-for
agsurance that he loved her as she had never heen loved
before, and the wily woman was quick to discern that this
blind idolatry might be used to forward her designs. Her
beauntiful lips were wreathed with smiles, her large cyes
grew bright with the semblance of tenderness; and as
Forest, clasping her hand, repeated the story of his life,
ber-tears fell, and in a low, sweet voice she responded:

“The darkness of your life is almost dispelied.”

She who was so proud and beautiful that Forest bhad
hardly dared to speak to her concerning his relation to
another, now talked calmly with him in regard to their
future life.

“The frowns of the world,” she said, “need not interfere
with our lives, which will flow on in a calm and peaceful
current, till they blend with the great ocean of immortality,
as blest with each other’s love, we shall walk together on
the shores of the higher life.”

“(Clara,” replied Forest, “do you in your heart believe
that you can be entirely happy in my love? It seems
wrong to cast over your life the shadows that have dark-
ened mine, the stigma of having been"for years the hus-
- band of a mad woman, the disgrace of having separated
from one whom the law recognizes as bound to me for life.
Clara, can yon forget this? Can you be happy with me
under these circumstances?” ‘
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“T have lived for society and found 1t void; I have
dreamed of fame and position and found them gilded bub-
bles that dance in the sunshine for a moment, then dizap-
pear. I have lived for wealth, for beauty, and find that
they are powerless to satisfy the soul. Now, and only

~now, 1 know the value of life: it is love. Forest, 1 care

not what position T oceupy; so long as I am assured of
your love and confidence, life will be radiant with unspeak-
able joy.” ‘

¢ And you will be mine, all mine?” said Forest in reply.

¢All thine,” replied Clara, dropping her head to conceal
the smile of triumph that appeared on her face.

Ah! Forest, the serpent has encircled thee in its folds.
Beware! beware! o
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CHAPTER LII.
EVENTS OF SIX MONTHS,

S1x months have passed since the events last recorded
Harry Young had spoken to Maggie freely, and exhausted
all his powers in trying to pérsuade her to give up the
wandering, unsettled life for which she seemed so little
adapted, and to shed the light of her presence over his
home. IHe used all the arguments that had been urged
by Dr. Bigelow, and to this he added the burning words
ingpired by pure and holy love. Maggie was not indiffer-
ent to the picture so vividly drawn of the quiet and peace- .
ful home, the shrine of pure affeetion; but over its bright-
ness, swept the dark memories of early days. She shud-

. dered as she reealled the cold and repulsive atmosphere

she once called home. 'The life-long suffering of her
gentle mother was again before her, and in the agony of
her soul she called upon the spirit of that mother to save
her from a like fate. Maggie loved and trusted Harry as
only a true Woman can love and trust, but she realized the
injustice of the marriage relation that deprived her of in-
dividuality, and gave her, body, soul, and spirit, to another.
Harry might prove worthy of her confidence, but there
was a great wrong somewhere to cause such a vast amount
of suffering in the social relation. She felt that her great
life work was not only to bring to earth a light from the
realm immortal, but to deal with the practical questions
of the hour, and aid in removing the oppreission which de-
frauded many of earth’s noblest minds of the enjoyment
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of their God-given rights. The intellect had been warped
and the intuitive nature shadowed, as a consequence of the
keeping of woman on a low plane and in an undeveloped
condition, thus depriving the world of the high spiritual
traths, the clear perception, and the pure system of mor-
ality that would speak through the life of a harmoniously
unfolded woman. Maggie felt that she could not fold her
arms in idleness, while thus around ‘her were thosc who
were calling for the assistance she might give. She per-
ceived that through the misdivection of the  affections,
thousands of earths fairest children were dragged down
into the mire of pollution. She saw that it was woman’s
hjghesf,divinest nature that was first appealed to,not their
fondness for dress, admiration, or the love of case. It was
the deep need of the soul, it was the cry of the lone deso-
late heart for companionship, for that love and affection
which every spirit hasa right to demand. It was this
higher nature to which the false appeal was made, and
woman believing, trusting, thinking she was to be led into
the garden of paradise, awoke from her trance of love to
find herself deserted by him she had believed to be the
soul of honor. Scorned by society, despised by those who
had heen shielded by more favorable circumstances, alone
and thrown upon her own resources, unprepared to meet
‘the eonflicts of life, with every hand upraised to crush her,
with a heart torn and bleeding, what, oh! what must be
her doom? Often the cold waves receive hor in their
pitying arms and hide her sorrow from an unfeeling world,
or one who has sunk lower in crime, presents the wine cup,
bidding her drink and forget her woe. Then it seems
that pitying angels withdraw, leavmg her alone to sink
‘down, down, down.

As these thonghts passed through the mind of Maggie,
ghe grew strong and brave with the inspiration received
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from a noble purpose, and fixing her clear, benutiful eyes
upon Harry's face, she said:

“Harry, I cannot tell you all that is within my heart.
A solemn promise seals my lips for one year.” ‘
_ “Tell me, Maggie, are you indifferent to me? No it
cannot be, for I have read your love in a thousand ways.
You love me, Maggie: why then make sueh a promise?”

“Yes, Harry, I love you as a guardian spirit might love
you, as I love a great truth that floods my soul with joy,
as I love all that is good and true, for in you I see the
embodiment of all that is noble. But my views of life
are, peculiar, I cannot explain them now for the reason
given. Wait until the elose of the year.”

In vain did Harry plead; Maggie was unyielding, and
not only did she refuse to answer hig ‘question, but asked
that no words of affection should pass between them during
that time. Harry in repIy said: \

' “Maggie, I cannot live in this way. If I did not know
you to be so good and true, I should fear you were trifling
with me. There must be somethmg on yeur mind which
you do not reveal to me; what it may be I cannot imag-
ine. But your wish shall be respected. I will wait the
time indicated, but when you ask me, seeing you every
day, to yet give no expression to the love that fills my .
soul, you ask too much; 1 cannot comply. It would be
easier to go from you and remum until the long months,
have passed.”
. 'This was to Maggie an unexpected blow. She had ot
dreamed that Harry would leave her for that length of,
time, yet in her soul she said it was hest. His absence
would give her time to acquire strength for the great work
to which she had dedicated her life, and it would in a meas-
ure, alienate him and enable him the more easily to give

r
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berup. It was accordingly arranged, and at the time of
the opening of this chapter, he had been gone six months.

During this time, Forest had lived in a transport of joy.
Like one of old, he hardly knew whether he was in tho
body or out of it. The earth never before looked half so
beautiful. He saw goodness and beauty in every soul; all
that was coarse and rude secmed to fade from his view,
and heaven each day seemed to draw nearer. Love was
the magic power that had transformed earth into the
brightness and glory of the celestial realm. Clara had
persuaded him to say nothlng to Dr. Bradwell of having .
met with her.

“I have a good reason for msh1ng to remain’ in obsou-
rity for a time,” she said; “my presence would not he
acceptable now. Maggie Wild is with Dalsy Wait, six

~ months, anid 1 will comply with your request.”

He, willing to accede to her wishes, had waited the time
specified. » He was too happy to gainsay her will; she was
hig promised bride; he had obtained his freedom from the
chains that had gulled his proud spirit for so many years.

| & His residence was being prepared, and within the year
Clara was to be his bride. Why should ke not be happy? -
And now the time had expired, and in a few days, Clara
was to make her appearance at Dr. Bradwell’s. As For-
est Was rejoleing over the anticipated pleasure of intro-
ducing his betrothed to the home of his friend, Dr. Brad-
well, he liitle dreamed of the wild and tumultuous thoughts
that swept over the mind of Clara. Once she would have
been happy as the wife of Forest, but now she loved an-
other with all the deep intensity of her wild nature. Tor-
est’s wealth, position, intelligence and noble nature were
all lost in this overmastering passion. Clara loved Dr.
Bradwell with an 1d01&try that biought unrest—a mad,
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jealous love, in which there was nothing of that sweet pure
and holy influence that uplifts the soul, rendering it supel
rior to joalousy and distrust, intensifying all that is good
in the nature and lulling to rest all its disquietudes. Such
a love as this had come to bless the life of Maggie Wild
and all with whom she came in contact, but Clara was in-
capable of such an experience.

Bix months had passed, what had become of Mrs.
Loomis? Weeks lengthened into months, and yet she was
not allowed to leave her apartments. Clara had visited
her several times, and tried to persuade her to nccept of
her terms of release. Mra. Loomis always declined, briefly
and determinedly. At last, wearied and angeved by her
failures, Clara told her that Dr. Bradwell was dead, that
she had possession of Daisy, that now there was no longer
a reugon why she should refuse to leave the country. Mrs.
Loomis had grown weak and nervous by her long confine-
ment, for want of proper food and exercise. This last
blow was so terrible that she could not withstand the shock.
Her very life seemed to go out in the low moan that es-
caped her lips as she fell upon the floor. Clara ordered
her to be placed upon the bed, and restoratives were ap-
plied. But the last drop in the bitter cup had-been drained;

- the result was an attack of brain fever. In her delirium

she raved of her childhood, her youth, weaving together
past and present in a strange and incomprehensible man-
ner. Sometimes she imagined the physician in attendance
to be Dr. Bradwell. At such times she would plead hrer
innocence and beg him to believe her.

- «Itis false, all false! Why will you not hear me?”
she would ejaculate. Again she would say: Yes, I took
the child; I stole her; I could not live without her; she
was mine, all mine. I carried her in these arms. Oh!
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how glad T was to have her with me. But they took her
away again! my little Lillie! They tore her from me.
She was all I had in the wide, wide world, They put their
‘icy hand into my heart, and tore it out and carried it
away with the child. I tore my hair in desperation, but
they put her into the darkness and I never saw her more!
Then I was blind for a thousand years. I went up and
“down the earth, but I could not find her. At last I met
him. . Do you know him, Clara? I found him, but there
was a gulf between ns—deep, fathomless, and wide. I
came out of the darkness and I was near him. Now he
is dead, dead, and you, Clara, have killed him, I sce his
blood on your hands. Go from me! serpent, demon, go!”
Thug day and night did Mrs. Loomis rave, blending

- fancy and actuality strangely together.

With the lapse of six months, little Daiey grew thinner, .

more transparent and spirit-like. She said she was not
sick, only tired, but all who looked upon her knew that
she was rapidly nearing the shore of the beautiful river of
death. Her clairvoyant vision became clearer, and for
many hours would she deseribe the scenes that she beheld
with the eyes of the spirit. Maggie was with her much
of the time, and together they often floated out into the
unseen realm, and while two spirits conversed with Dr.
Bradwell through their material forms, their souls wan-
dered amid the flowers of the higher life, conscious of cach
other’s presence, and holding converse with many friends
who had passed on before. The great waves of sorrow
that had come to Dr. Bradwell, saddened yet harmonized
his soul, and as he listened to the words of wisdom that
came to him from the entranced mediums, his spirit was
filled with perfect trust and that calm repose that comes
only to those who have suffered and grown strong,

21
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After one of these sittings he took up an evening paper
and in glancing over it, his eyes fell upen a notice of the
death of Mrs. Loomis. The paper fell from his hands and
after remaining for some moments in deep silence, he said
to Daisy:

“Would you not like to see your friend, Mrs, Loomis?”

“Qh yes! where iz she, papa? The angels have said
she would come to me before I went away. Papa I am
going to call her,” '

She closed her eyes and sent the ery of her Spirit over
the world for the one she so much loved.
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" CHAPTER LIIL
CLARA AND DR. BRADWELL.

“TuE hour of my triumph has come,” said (lara Gor-
don as she passed up the walk leading to the residence of
Dr. Bradwell. “I am fortunate in eluding Forest and
coming alone. Now heart, be brave! one more trial and
then the great object of my life will be attained.”

She touched the bell and was admitted into the house
where she had gone through so many trying scenes. How
well did she remember her last interview with Dr. Brad-
well and his suspicions of her guilé in the commission of
one of the darkest of crimes; and well too she remembered
the power of her words over him,

“He believed me innocent, notwithstanding the evidence
against me. He,could not but know that I loved, him,
and I do believe he admired the daring spirit, thus willing
to guffer and endure for the sake of that love. If my in- -
fluence over him was so. great then, it will be more power-
ful now, as he looks upon me as one deeply wronged.”

While these thoughts were passing through her mind, Dr.
Bradwell entered the room. e manifested no little sur-
prise when he recognized his visitor, and received her with
a coldness and formality not anticipated. The first greet-
ing was followed by an awkward pause which he seemed
to have no desire to-break, and in proportion as he became.
more collected, Clara grew nervous and agitated, After
geveral unsuccessful attempts to speak, she said:
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“Dr. Bradwell, I will make known at once the object
of my visit. You are aware of my deep and pure affec-
tion for your wife and her beautiful child. You'know of the
circumstances that forced me to remain away from them so
long, and when I heard of Mrs. Bradwell’s untimely death T
had all that I could do to restrain myself from coming to see.
her remaihs. No one has ever realized the depth of my
affection for her. The one thing that kept me away was
that T had not then obtained the proof of my innocence of

“the crime with which the demons of darkness had charged
me. To obtain that evidence, I have toiled day and night,
and only a few days since, it came into my possession in a
manner unexpected. But I should not have alluded to
this painful subject so soon, were it not for an uncontroll-
able desire to see your child. Rumors of her illness have
reached me, and I determined to risk incurring your dis-’
pleasure and come to her.”

Clara paused for a reply. The doctor’s lips were firmly
compressed, the expression of his face showing a firm and
unrelenting purpose. After waiting in silence for some

moments, Clara said: ‘ \

“Dr. Bradwell, do you refuse me permission to see
your child?” B -

“Miss Gordon,” he said, “the painful cireumstances un-
der which we parted, the dark suspicions resting upon
you, which can never be removed, and the terrible event
which has since followed, makes your presence exceedingly
unpleas&nt to-me. I would have supposed that feelings
of delicacy would have prevented your again appearing at
my house. Miss Gordon, I wishHou no ill. If you have
done wrong you must suffer the penalty. But I would
not have my peace disturbed by the presence of one who
is continually bringing before me the distressing scenes.
through which I have passed sinee our acquaintance. Of




CLARA AND DR. BRADWELL. 325

your professions of friendship for my wife and child, I will
only say that one hag gone where the love or hate of mor-
tal can influence her no more, the other is gliding from
the arms that would hold her forever., Daigy will soon be
an inhabitant of that realm which has =0 often greeted her
spirit vision. ' Already her little feet seem treading the
borders of the Summer Land, and her purc spirit has he-
come radiant with the light of that morning which is never
darkened by the shadows of doubt, deception, or suspicion.
Miss Gordon, I cannot permit you te sce my child, nor to
disturb the calm and holy peace of my home by your pres-
ence. Go! and live a truer, better life. OQur paths part
now, and forever. Farewelll”

Dr. Bradwell opened the door for his unwelcome visitor
to pass out, but Clara had no intention of being thus coldly
dismissed, and forever blotted out from his heart and life.

“Dr, Bradwell,” she said, assuming her softest, sweetest

tones, ‘“your grief has frozen your heart and congealed
the rich vein of sympathy and kindness that once lay so
near the surface. I know that you cannot mean what
your words imply. You could not be so ungenerous as to
send me from your house and refuse to give heed to the
proofs of my innocence which I have been so long in ob-
taining. You must look upon me as innocent until my
guilt is 'established. 'That can never be, Dr. Bradwell.
You are good and noble, and I would die a thousand deaths
rather than live, feeling that I had not your eonfidence
and esteem.  You . préfised-to hear me, and now would
coldly turn me away without a word. Who has done this?
Who has made you so unjust? T no longer ask to sce
your child; I ask not your friendship; only give me the
. opportunity to- clear myself from the imputations cast
upon me. Let me know that in your estimation I stand

- pure and spotless, then I will gladly go from you forever,
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out into the cruel, heartless world, to lose myself nmid its
busy throng. Yes, I can struggle and toil on unloved,
uncared for, friendless and alone. If'in your sight ¥ am
blameless, I will welcome the darkness, the agony that is
mine. If sorrow presses 0o heavily on my overburdened
heart, if the crown of thorns chafes the brow that must
henceforth wear it, if the reeling brain and torturcd heart
grow too weary, if the bleeding fetct falter and sink upon
‘the highway of life, slone and friendless I will die, think-
ing of you, praying for you, with a sweet consciousness
_that you will drop the tear of pity on the grave of her who
might have been an honor to society, and the instrument
of much good in the world, had it not been for the terrible
circumstances that blighted her life, crushed her ambition,
and brought her to an untimely grave. O Dr. Bradwell!
in the name of the love you cherish for your departed
wife, the Jove for the child scon to be with her, in the
name of humanity, for the sake of the friendship once
ours, hear me, hear me, and then I will go—will take my
shadow from your home forever.”

(lara had thrown herself upon her knees, her hands were
clasped, and tears of agony coursed over her pale cheeks.
This was no acting, it was the expression of a’soul driven
to the verge of desperation, a spirit plunged into the
depths of agony in the thought-that he for whom she would
barter her soul, was about to drive her from him forever.
She spoke not of the love that was burning in her soul;
her plea was, “Let me prove my innocence: driveme forth -
without your forgweness and T am lost!”

Dr, Bradwell's opinion of Clara was unchanged; her
eloguent words and agonized appeal might as well have
fallen upon marble as to any effect produced. He had
lost faith in her and it could not he restored. Iis onmly
wish was to rid himself of her presence and influence.
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But she would not go,-and reluctantly he consented that
she should remain until the following day, when he prom~
ised to hear her defense, and devoutly did he hope that,
that interview would terminate their acquaintance. A
domestic was summoned by whom Clara was condueted to-
a distant apartment, for the dector in his own mind, de-
termined that she should not meet Maggie or Daisy.
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CHAPTER LIV.

THE NIGHT BEFORE THE DAWN.

“Ir was by a hard struggle that I succeeded, but T was
at last triumphant. One more card remains in my Hand;
upon my success in playing that, depends my life. Yes,
the long struggle is almost over. - The light of morning’
will crown me vietorious or mock my last hours. I have
two objects to attain: first, to remove from Ais mind the
last shadow of suspicion; next, to feign sickness, so that I
may not be compelled to leave until I have regained my
influence over him. All will be decided speedily. Oh! I
long for the hour to come, and yet I so much dread the
interview, that I wish something might occur to prevent its
taking place go se6n.”

Fate seemed to favor Clara, and her wish was granted
in a manner unexpected. The last faint light of day had
vanished, a few pale stars made their appearance, herald-
ing the coming night, and Dr. Bradwell had. retired to his
room, where he was preparing himself for the interview
with Clara. When about to go to meet her in the parlor,
he encountered Maggie in the hall, who requested hin to
come at once to Dalsy.

“She secms to be rapldly sinking, and all that we can
do fails to restore her.”

He complied'without a moment’s delay, and found his -
child resting upon the snowy white couch, het little hands
clasped, her face almost as colorless ag the pillow on which
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it rvested, her large eyes closed as if in sleep. e placed
his fingers upon her pulse and bent down to eatch the
threbbing of the little heart that would soon cease to beat,
The fluttering breéath eame only at long intervals, aud the
pulse was so faint as to be searcely discernible. There are
moments of grief when the brain scems suddenly paralyzed
and is powerless to think or act; such was Dr. Bradwell’s
condition. lfe had long felt that Daisy must go from him,
but not until this moment had he realized the crushing
weight of the blow about to fall upon him.

“Can we not do something for her?”’ asked Maggio.
“She is sinking every moment. Daisy, Daisy! we cannot

spare you so soon.” .

He made no reply, but on his face was stamped an ex-
pression of sorrow too deep for words. ~ An hour passed in
perfeet silence, then Daisy opened her eyes and said:

“Dear papa and Aunt Maggie, the spirits will not let
me go now; they have kept me here for two or three hours,
and made me strong enough to speak to you. T have been
far, far away to the happy home where I am going to live.
I thought I was done with this body, but I did not want to
go withont bidding you good bye, nor without seeing dear
Mrs. Loomis once more. Papa, I shall not die until she
comes.’

“My dear child! you will meet Mrs. Loomis in the other
world, but never in this.” (

“No, no, papa, you are mistaken; she will come to me.
She was very, very ill, but I went and stood by her side
- and called to her spirit to come, and she heard my voice,
though she could not sec me. My angel mamma was there
too; she said that she could not take me away until Mrs,
Loomis came here. Now, papa, Aunt Maggie, come close
to me and I will tell you how the, spmts are keeping me in
my body
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Daasy paused for a few moments ag if to gam strength,
and then commenced:
“Around my bed stand a cirele of spirits, men and
women; some of them are Indian spirits. At first they
frightened me. They have held of each other’s hands:
they are very strong. From this circle there flows a pe-
euliar influence—1I do not know what to eall it, papa, but
it is bright like silver; it fills the room all around the bed,
and it seems to go into my brain. My body is like a picce
of sponge that takes up those bright particles, and I can
breathe, talk, and feel strong, when this circle is unbr okcn
Over this circle is another band of spirits, and among _them
are many that I have seen and some that I love very dearly.
Mrs. Spaulding is there: she looks very happy, and does
not seem to want me to stay on earth as she did when she
was here. Aunt Maggie, your pretty Lottie, and Clarence
too, whom we met in spirit life; are there. This eircle is
larger than the lower one, and all of the spirits have bright,
heautiful garments, and the influence thrown off by each
spirit, blends with that of every other, forming the most
beautiful, golden light all around them. In this light arc
seen all the colors of the rainbow, interblending so that I
cannot tell where one color begins and another ends. Then
they flame out, each with its own peculiar brilliancy. - This
influence iy showered down through the magnetic currents
flowing from the lower band, and those finer emanations
‘strengthen y spiritual perceptions, and thus I live, sus-
tained materially oy the strength of the'spirits nearest
earth, and receiving spiritual illumination from the higher
spirits, DBut there are others present who do not join in
the circle. Here, standing by your side, Aunt Maggie, is
the spirit with the G‘rOLDEN Ky, He hag in his hand a
seroll that seems to be of the purest gold, and as he un-
rolls it, I see it iz covered with writing. The letters are
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formed of jewels; they flash and sparkle until my eyes are
dazzled by their brilliancy. Aunt Maggie, the writing is
for you, but T am not permitted to read it. He has closed
it so that the letters are concealed. In the other hand Le
holds w book in which your name is written. The leaves
are white, smooth, and beautiful. There are many names
there, yours being the lagt, written in golden letters. Now
he shows me a cup filled with 2 dark fluid which Le hands
you to drink, and now over your head he holds a wreath
of laurels, upon which is enameled the word victorious.
O Aunt Maggie! why do you weep? By lis side stands
Prary, and she holds a garment for you no less bright
than the one she wears. Aunt Maggie, an ;mgel might
envy the future foreshadowed for you.

“Here in the room are many other spirits, but I do not .
gee the one that I called my earthly mamma. Why did
she not come to go with me? Oh! they say she will be
here before I start upon my journey. There is another
spirit standing by my bed: it is my beautiful spirit mamma,
who was the first to speak to Daisy. Bhe is here, papa,
and has o light robe, all beantiful as her own, for your
Daisy to wear. Lillie stands close to yon and wants me
to say that she will be with you the most of the time here-
ofter, T w1sh I could teIl you all I bave scen {o- nlght
but 1 cannot.’

Daisy’s voice grew faint and was finally lost in an indis-
tinet murmur. Time flew on; the room was as silent as
though death had already cntered and frozen the hearts
of the occupants. Daisy slept——a sleep hardly to be dis-
tinguished from the slecp of death, but her sweet words,
her perfect trust, her willingness, nay, her joy in the
thought of entering the higher life, her knowledge of that
world, had soothed the grief of her father. In all his ex-
pe%mnce of the past, he had never so fully realized the
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presence of disembodied spirits ag upon thig oecasion. He
faneied he could almost hear the gentle whisperings of the
angels, who had come to transplant the beautiful bud from
the chilly atmosphere of carth to the genial clime apd more
harmonious surroundings of the “home not made with
hands.,” A calm, sweeét peace took possession of his soul.

.. He felt that the last struggle was over, and: that he was
now fwvilling to resign his little one to the care of guardian
angels,

¢ Beautiful spirit,” he said, “go! dearer arms than ours
enfold you. Sweet bird of song, go sing your sweetest
notes in paradise. Angel of purity, beautiful jewel, I give
thee back to God! go, adorn that higher realm for which
you were created.”’

All the long hours of that night Dr. Bradwell sat hold-
ing the little hand that must so soon be given up. Clara
waited in vain to be summoned to his presence, and at last

- concluded that for once fate had smiled upon her, and with
a hopeful heart she resigned herself to sleep.

; » e e —
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CHAPTER LV,

THE LAST CARD.
X |

CrARA GORDPON awoke refreshed, and prepared herself
for the interview which she had so much dreaded the pre-
vious day. ;

«He will send for me thls morning; it will soon be over.’

But when the servant entered to summon her to break-
fast, she was informed of the serious illness of Daisy, and
that Dr. Bradwell and Maggie had been up with her all
night, Clara returned to her room where she spent the
long hours of the morning. At noon she was again sum-
moned to the dining room and took dinner alone. She was
told that Daisy was better, and confidently expected that
the doctor would soon send o summons for her. But hour
succeeded hour without the expected message. She was
becoming impatient; the gray sha,dows of evening were
gathering over the carth.

“To remain longer inactive is impossible,” she said, and -

leaving her room she descended to the parlor. The blinds
were partly closed, and the rays of twilight that entered
were insufficient to dispel the gloomy shadows from every
part of the large room. ‘
“How cold and desolate it is here!” she said, as she
entered the room, but the next moment her eyes fell upon
Dr. Bradwell, who was sleeping upon a sofa in another part
of the room. A light flashed into the face of Clara as she

perceived him, and moving carefully to his side she gazed

with deep emotion upon the pale, calm face before her.

o
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His trouble had weighed heavily upon him; it had driven
the color from his cheek, and seattered threads of silver
amid his dark hair. As Clara gazed upon him she forgot
all prudence; the love which she had determined to keep
under control rose involuntarily to the surface and swept
away all thought or care as to what the consequenees might
be. She twined his locks around her snowy fingers, mur-
muring words of love and tenderness.

“How noble he is! it is no wonder that for the first time
in my life my heart has been made eaptive. . He has wound
chains around me that I am powerless to break. He hag
made me worship him as never woman worshiped before.
He is mine by virtue of this love! he must, he shall return
it with all the strength and devotion that dwells in his soul.
He will, he will! 1 know he will,”

Ciara raised hig shining locks and pressed her lips to the
polished brow. With a start the sleeper awoke and ga.zed
around in a bewildered manner. "The room was so dark -
that he could only see the ontlincs of Clara’s form.

“My Thalia!” he said, springing to his feet and throw-
ing his arms around Clara. “8pirit or mortal, I have you
now, and never shall you depart until T have your full and
free forgiveness for the wrong 1 have done you.”

No sooner had he uttered those words than iey coldness
ran through his form, and swift as light came-the impres-
sion that he had made a terrvible mistake. Clara had
thrown one arm around his neck and dropped upon his
shoulder. She had not a doubt that the words were in-
tended for her. Had she been less under the control of
her emotional nature, she would have guessed the truth;
as it was, her love blinded her. When the doctor discov-
ered his error, he attempted t0 apologize by saying he had
been dreaming, that he had seen an angel appear and ac-
tually felt her kiss upon his brow. :




- “Waking so suddenly,” he said, “I imagined you to be
the spirit. You will pardon my[—"

dream was a reality. I came here not knowing that the
room was oceupied. Forgive me, Dr. Bmdwell’ the temp-
tation was great: I did touch my lips to your forehead.”

Dr. Bradwell was at a loss how to reply, but tried to
unclasp her arms.

“QOh! do not drive me from you, qhe said; you do not
know how much I have suffered. I have crushed my emo-
tions for a time that seems to mo an eternity. Now I must
speak. I know thal you are wearing a mask to me. You

- do niot let me read your heart. This is torture to one who
loves you as I do. Oh! do not draw away from me. I
Jnow I am rash, and that you will shrink from hearing
guch words so soon, but oh! think how truly, decply, wildly
I have loved you when that love seemed utterly hopeless,
.when we were so widely separated that I did not dare to
hope that it could ever find expression. Oh! think how I
have struggled against fate, tried to kill this affection that
has enslaved my proud nature and forced me to express
sentiments that onee death could not have compelled me to
speak. Think of thig, and pardon my untimely confession.
Think of this, and forget that my lips were the first to BLY,
‘Ilove you.” 'True, if your heart had not first spoken out
in that impulsive act, I should have been dumb. Oh! why
should we regret the occasion for a correct undcrstfmthng
of each other? Let us speak freely, heart to heart.”

He freced himself from her clinging arme, and was now

‘ walking the floor. Clara could not see his face, but in his
rapid movements read his agitation.

“He iz making an effort to conceal from me the depth
of his love,” she thought, “but he shall speak. I have
-gome too far to withdraw. When I leave this room it must
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“There is no occasion to ask pardon,” said Clara, “your
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be ns his promised bride. My last card is.played: it must
not, shall not be a failure.” ‘

While these thoughts were passing through her mind,
Dr. Bradwell had called for lights, and after the servant
who obeyed the samrons, had left, he advanced and seated
himgelf by Clara’s side, and with a grave, expres¢ive man- -
ner and a sad voice, he gaid: '

“Miss Gordon, no one can more deeply regrei what has
just passed than myself. As I told you, I was dreaming -
of one who is very dear to me, and thought she had ap-
peared in spirit form. I never intended to deceive you,
or give you resson to suppose that the relation existing
between us was anything more than friendship. Onece I
was glad to call you friend, but circumstances have oceur-
red that convinee me that you are unworthy of that name.
Forgive me if I seem harsh, and remember that 7 did not
seck this interview. You speak of your love for me. Misg
Gordon, true love is always reciprocal. From what I know
of you, I am forced to believe that this is but another at-
tempt to acgomplish what you have long contemplated.
You do pot love me; lowe never attempts to harm its
object; love removes the thorns and scatters flowers along
the way; love brightens, exalts, ennobles the possessor.
Your presence in my family has been like the dark shadow
from some lost soul. My path is strewn with hope's wrecks,
broken dreams, which your hand has scattered there. Now
my wish is that we part forever. Go, and pray that the
good that I believe dwells in every soul may be called into
action, and that it may overcome the deception that has
made you & curse to all who have been thrown within the
cirele of your influence. - Go!” .

And he arose as he spoke, pointed towards the door, ahd
turned to leave the room in an opposite direction,
Clara’s face and lips had become colorless, and her great
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eyes glarved like burning coals. Springing to her feet, in
a volce of command she exclaimed:

“Stop! - If you are a gentleman of your word, you will
hear the proof of my innocence. I ask no more.”

He again seated himself, to listen to her words.

Clara then produced a paper from which she read the

particulars of a plot that had been laid to take the life of
Mrs. Bradwell and herself. She detailed it in full, giving
many incidents with which the reader is acquainted, but so
changed as to make them appear in a false light. This
paper purported to be a confession ‘written out and signed
by Mrs. Loomis, She did not reveal the name of the wri-
ter until she had closed the reading. Mrs. Loomis claimed
that she went to the Cure with the-intention of completing
her diabolical plot, but chance interfered and sent some
one to do-a part of the work for her.

The doéctor listened attentively, and when she had fin-
ished, said:

¢«Ts that ali?”

«“Js that all?” repeated Clara, her eyes flaming with
anger. “Is it not enough to prove that I am innocent of
the vile suspicion cast upon me?”’

#No, it.i8 not enough,” o

“What more would you have? Iere is the confession
of a dying woman, the last words she ever spoke on earth.”

“TIt does not explain,” said the doctor, speaking slowly
and with great calmness, “how the poison you administered
from time to time to my wife, came into your posgession.
It does not explain the mystery of that little box, which in
your hasty departure you forgot to take with you.”

¥or a moment Clara wag thrown off her guard. Mere
was something she had not provided for. The hot blood

* rushed to her face; she recled as though she had redeived

'99
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a sudden blow, but by a great offort she regained her com-
posure, and rising to her full hight she replied:

“Y do not know to what you allude. T solemnly declare
that I never had poiton in my possession. The box you
mention must have belonged to another. T can say nothing
of it, for it was not mine. Here is a confession written
and signed by Mrs. Loomis whon her hand was growing
stiff in death, acknowledaing herself guilty of the crime
with which you charge me.’

“It is false!” spokc a loud, strong voice, heald in the
air near Clara.

Asg they turned a startled look in the divection Whence-
the sound proceeded, they were astounded to see Mrs.
Loomis standing before them.

“Tt is false,” she repeated, in a low tone of voice, which
seemed to freeze the blood in the veins of Clara, who after
the first glance of horror, sunk senseless to the floor.

Dr. Bradwell stepped forward to greet Mrs. Loomis, but
before he reached her side she had vanished. He imme-
diately left the room, giving no heed to Clara, who when
she at length recovered consciousness, hurriedly left the
house, muttcring"

. “The drama is not yet-ended! there will be one more
scene before the curtain drops.”
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CHAPTER LVI.-
HEARTS WIN,

ASSUMING a composure which he did not feel, Dr. Brad-
well entered the sick room. Daisy was sleeping, and

‘Maggie, worn and weary by the loss of hleep sat by the

bedside.

«Poor child!” said the doctor, addressing Maggle, “the
anxiety of the past few wecks has been too much for your
delicate constitution. Go néw and rest; I will take your
place, and will call you should there be any marked change
in *Daisy.” \

Maggie hesitated about leaving her charge even for a
moment.

“It is a duty you owe to yourself. Go and gain strength
for the duties of tomorrow. I have had a sweet and re-
freshing sleep and am well prepared to take charge of
Daisy until morning.”

“Promise to call me When she a.wakes and I will go,”

“I promisé,” he replied, opening thie- door for hLer to
pase out.”

M‘Légle was weary and very sad. She had exerted her-
gelf to the utmost to perform the duties devolving upon
her. The visions that had from time to tine been given
to Daisy had cheered and strengthened her, but now they
seemed to have lost their power, and weary and despond-
ing she sunk upon her knces and poured forth the agony
of her soul in prayer. It was not merely the fact that

\ ) .
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Daisy was to be taken from her that so weighed upon her
heart. There are moments in life when it seems that an
impenetrable gloom surrounds us. Such a time had come
to Maggie. She felt herself to be alone, all alone. The
inspiration that had come to her in view of the great work
she was to accomplish, was gone. Hope, that hitherto illu-
minated her pathway, was lost in darkness. She saw
before her nothing but a life of toil and struggle. She
had placed herself in opposition to preconceived opinions
and established customs; she had said she was strong
enough to live the truth, but now ag she looked back and
saw that all she loved were taken from ler, that one by
one her treasures were snatched away, until soon, appa-
rently very soon, she would have but one fragrant blossom
i her heart, but one star; and, oh! she shuddered to think
how that one too must be resigned.
“Oh! inexorable fute! is there no way to turn aside
~ thy hand, and yet live and work for truth? must T of ne-
cessity become a ma.rtyx", and carry in a living form a heart
turned to dust and ashes?” ‘ 7
With such thoughts passing through her mind, Maggie
closed her cyes and tried to forget herself in sleep. Ag
last the sweet boon came; the weary body rested, but the
mind, the active thinking mind, asserted its sovereignty,
“and partially disengaging itself from its thraldom of clay,
floated out into space. She scemed to ascend a lofty moun-
tain whose sides were white and glistening, unadorned by
tree, shrub, or flower. On itz summit stood the calm, no-
ble spirit that had so often appeared to her. In his hand
was the GoLbEN KEvY, always the symbol of vevelations.:
Maggie came near and stood by his side, undazzled by the
~ golden glory with which he seemed surrounded, and un-
daunted by his stately bearing. She, for the time, was a
spirit free from the trammels of flesh, and as thought meets

%%
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thought, truth answers to truth, did her spirit meet and
blend with the great magnetic mind of him whe stood at
her side.

“You have been sad and desponding; the light that has
come through the open portals of the life beyond has failed
to raise you entirely above the effect of your surroundings.
The fear of death has been removed, the glory and reality
of the higher life revealed to you. This Iy with which

_you have so, often unlocked the mysteries of the future,

has not yet revealed to you the mysteries of your own na-
ture. You marvel why it is that perfect goodness demands
guch sacrifices as you have had to make, and to-night, in
turning over the pages of your past life, and gazing upon
the mysterious lines that are traced on the hand of the
future, you have cried out, ‘if it be possible, let this cup
pass from me.” Oh! thou art blessed above mortals, whose
soul has been illuminated by rays of divine wisdom and
whose heart hag heen baptlzed by the love of the infinite,
yet another lesson remains for you. ' Learn that the
GorpeN KEY not only reveals mysteries in the ob_]ectn(,
world of spirits, but will roll back the curtain that veils
the life of those who still live in material forms. Look!
Behold the intelligcnt principles of nature seeking more
perfect expression, as matter becomes more refined and
perfected, until through an individualized soul the spirit
of God speaks. See this intelligence expressing itsclf in
justice, love, beauty, harmony, and wisdom, through the
exalted splrlts you have so often seen. Behold its imper-
fect "expression through the lower, or more undeveloped

" children of God. Behold mind and matter ascending step

by step in the eternal spiral of progression. Matter and
spirit, eternally one, yet eternally distinet! Atomic mat-
ter must unfold, become more refined, clse spirit can
give no higher expression of itself. Now bearing this in
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mmd turn your gaze to the vast multitude of human be-
ings inhabiting your earth, and Dbehold how the higher
spititual nature is made subservient to the lower. See the
vindictive Iaws and penalties wrought into the codes of
nations. Revenge and retaliation takes the place of the
higher law. Might rules over right, and justice, love, and -
harmoeny, cannot fully express themsélves because of the
unrefined and inharmonious conditions which trammel their
utterance. Maggle, thou art one blest in being o temple
through which these higher attributes can spemk a nature
in \vhmh the spiritual predominates. The unseen is the
all of interest or worth to you; even in your regard 'for
individuals, it is the ligh quality of the mind, the grandeur
and nobility of spirit you Wworship, not the external form.
You have thought it would be easy to dedicate yourself to
the work for which you have been chosen, but when the
trial came you felt your weaknoss, and prayed that another
might do your work for you. Look again to the millions
of earth, and see how few there are through whom the
gheat spirit of love can give as high an expression of his
attributes as through yon. Behold the great need of the
light that may be given through you, and sec-its power
over the discordant elements of earth. Learn that love is
all powerful; that before its pure light, injustice, bigotry
and inharmony must pass away. Your life path has been
marked out for you, now take this Goupen Kuy and look
within your own heart. What do you find?”’

“That I am mortal,” replied Maggie, “that the wniver-
sal love of which you spemk is grand and beautiful, but it
cannot satisfy the yearnings of my heart. Great spirit, I
have over-estimated my own strength; I cannot take from
my soul the love of an individual even if it should prove
the salyation of a world. You have said that the highest
expression of the divine was through the human: then the

pts e
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closer we can be united with an individual soul, the more
closely we blend witlr the Infinite Spirit. You asked me
to behold the imperfect expression of mind through the
crude elemoents of matter, and badc me. give my strength.
my life, to aid the world in gaining 2 knowledge of the
laws through whieh they may become better. I sce the
karvest fleld ripening, and the laborers are few. 1 am
ready and willing to devote my life to the great work of

~ doing good. But the GoLpeEN Kuy has unlocked the mys-

teries of my nature, and I find that I cannot resign all that
makes life desirable and dedicate myself wholly to human-
ity, Without the inspiration that comes from this individ-
ual love, I should be uscless in the great work you have
presented; with it I go forth strong., Tell me, oh! wise,
noble guardian! tell me, must I renounce all, in order to
do the will of my angel gnides?”

A smile, beautiful ag the light of morning, illuminated
the face of the spirit as he replied:

“See!l the hills resting upon the roeky ribs of mother
earth, shall in time pass away; the stars that seem to burn
forever in the dim digtance, will perform their mission and
pass into other forms; but the love that inspires thy brain
and pulses in thy heart, shall broaden, deepen, widen, as
the cycles roll, and hecome the holy baptism through whose
influence thou shalt bless the world. So long as spirit re-
tains its individualized existence, so long will the great
principle of love speak through thy soul and unite thee

“forever to him whose heart already beats responsive to

thine own. And now return to me the GoLpsN Kuy.”
Maggie placed it in the spirit hand, and awoke with a
flood of joy surging through her heart. She awoke to find

~ Dr. Bradwell by her side, telling her that Daisy was awake

and had inquired for her.
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CHAPTER LVII.
THE DISCOVERY.

Forxrst had been called by urgent business from the ci-
ty. When he returned, his first thought was of Clara,
and he proceeded at once to her residence. He was told
she had been absent three days, and had left no directions
as to where she might be found. Where could she be?
He was not aware of her having friends in the city with
whom she would be likely to remain for.so long a time.
In vain he tried to account for her abgence and to banish
his anxiety. To shorten the time he went out to his coun-
try home, where he spent the day in the inspection of the
improvements being made. TIn the evening he again re-
turned to the city, hoping fo see Clara. She was still ab-
sent, and no tidings had been received from her.

“I must hear from her to night. It is possible she may
have overcome her dislike to Maggie Wild and have gone
to Dr. Bradwell's to take charge of Daisy. I will go
there.” :

It was a dark, stormy night; snow and rain were drift-
ing before a sharp, cold wind. Forest hurried along the
streets, heeding naught around him. Had he been less
absorbed, he might have noticed a figure, wrapped in a
long dark cloak, closely pursuing him, taking care to keép
within the shadows of the buildings. As it was, he hurried
on unmindful, until he reached the gate opening to the res-
idence of Dr. Bradwell. As he passed through he was

.

1
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~ followed by the stealthy fizure, while still another form,
erouching in the shrubbery, arose and silently advanced
along the walk leading to the house.

All around was silent as death, and the house was in
perfeet darkness, except a faint light gleaming from the
chamber of the sick. Forest rang the bell, once, twice,
thrice, but receiving no response, tried the door, which
yielded to his hand, and he passed into the hall. The
form that had tracked him through the city did not enter’
the house, but the other followed and hid in one of the
dark corners of the hall.  Forest, laying aside his hat and
overcoat, proceeded to the room of Daisy, to whom he had,
since her sickness, been & frequent visitor. ~ As le
opened the door a striking scene was presented. On the
bed lay Daisy, her cheeks and lips a bright carnation and
her large eyes more brilliant than they had cver been in
health.  Her brow was white as marble, and the profusion
of golden brown curls formed a beauntiful frame for the
sweet, angélic face. He was startled by her supernatural
beauty, and it was some moments before ke could remove
his gaze from her fage. When he did so, he pereeived
that Dr. Bradwell was standing near tlic child, and by his
¢ide was Mrs, Loomis, her face thin and exceedingly pale,
‘her eyes concealed by colored glasses, and the same black
lace cap drawn closely over her head. She appeared calm
‘and undisturbed. On the opposite side of the bed stood
Maggie, her face beaming with faith and hope. Daisy had
evidently been speaking when Forest entered She greet-

~ed him with a smile and said:

“It is a dark stormy night, but the morning will be
‘bright and beautiful: I shall not go until morning.”

She then motioned to Forest to stand aside, and taking

the hand of Mrs. Loomis, resumed the conversation with
her.
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“Yes, dear Mrs. Loomis, the angels took me in their
arms, and spoke wany kind words and told me a great
many beautiful things. I do not remember all, but they
promised me that I should see you before I went to my |
angel home, and should be the means of making you very
happy. Then I waited for you to come, and T ‘oried when
- papa told me he did not know where you had gone. I
asked my pretty mamma to take me to you as she did once
~ before, but she replied, ‘be patient, Daisy, and Mrs.
Loomig will come to you.” Then I waited a long, long
time, but at last I was afraid 1 should die without sceing
"you, so I closed my eyes and called you with ‘my spirit,
and when I had called you two or three times, I found T
was standing by your sick bed, and my spirit manima was
there. But you did not see us; so then I called again very
loud; you heard me and said, ‘ Daigy I will come.” I have
been waltmg, for 1 eould not die until I had fold you
this.”

Daisy paused to rest, and Maggie asked Mrs. Loomls
if she had indeed heard the child call her.

“Yes,” she replied; I was rocovermg from an attack
of brain fever. It was about nine o’elock in the evening.
As I'lay with eyes closed, T heard Daisy call as distinetly
a8 I heard her this evening, and T answered, ‘T will come,’
though how I wag to elude the watchful jailers, or gain
strength to reach here if released, was beyond my knowl-
edge.” . )

“Why did you go there?” asked Daisy.

Murs. Loomis related what is already known to the reader,
only making no mention of Clara Gordon’s name. Daisy
listened, and when the recital was ended, she said:

“Mrs. Loomis, I love you very much and I shall soon
be where I cannot speak to you. Before I'go away T have
one request to make. You will not refuse me, will you?”
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Daisy put up her little hands and untied the strings of the
“eap.  “Mrs.Loomis, do you remember the night you fell
down in the snow and your cap and spectacles fell off ?
The light shone on your face and you looked so beautiful !
T want to see you again as you looked that night. Please
do not refuse,” pleaded the child, ag Mrs. Loomis drew back
and readjusted ber cap. *Please do not refuse. Your
little Lillie ¥ ants you to look as you dul when she died in
your arms.”’ .

Mrs. Loomis was deeply aﬂ'ectcd she did not dare to
speak, but shook her head in refusal.

“Pleage gratify the child; it- can do you no hurm to
comply with her wishes,” said the doctor.

Mrs. Tioomis trembled violently, but with an effort to
compose herself she turned to him and said:

“If you will leave me alone with the child I will checr-
fully comply.”

“Oh! no, no,” said Daisy, “I want papa and Maggie and
Torest to see that you are as beautiful as you are good.
You have always been kind to me, and now you will not
refuse.”

“No, no, D:usy, I cannot, I will not. “You know not
what you ask; I would give my life for you, but I cannot
do as you ask.” -

The tears fell from the eyes of Mrs. Loomis and a look
of disappointment passed ovor the face of Daisy. 8he
closed her eycs and folded her arms with a look of resig-
nation. An oppressive silence followed, broken only by
the sobs of Mrs, Loomis. * Daisy spoko again.

“«Dear Mrs. Loomis, my beantiful mamma is here, the
one who has had the charge of your little Lillie. I thought
she was papa's little givl, but mamma says she is yours
and papa’s. She says if you w111 doas I have asked you,
she will not say any thing more."”
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“Her mind is wandering,” said the doetor.

“No, papa. Now, Mrs. Loomis, decide quickly; I am
getting faint.”

Mrs. Loomis glanced nervously around the room; the

lights were turncd down; perhaps he would not recog- -

nize her. It would be beiter to comply than to run the
risk of further revelations from Daisy. With trembling
hands she removed her cap and shook down her long fine
hair; a moment of hesitation, and the spectacles were re-

~moved. She had as far as possible attempted to conceal ‘

her face with her hair, and had drawn so close to Daisy,
that her features were entirely conccaled from Dr. Brad-
well.

~ «Thank you, Mrs. Loomis! Oh! how beautiful
are!” gaid Daisy as she stroked the dark glossy locks, and
placed the little hands, already growing cold in death, on
the burning cheeks f Mrs. Loomis. “Papa, see how beau-
giful she is.”

As Dr. Bradwell bent down to hear the words of Daisy,
he caught a full view of Mrs. Loomis. Their eyes met,
and for a moment he seemed paralyzed, while she uttcred
a low moan and sunk down in a state of unconseiousness.

He lifted her tenderly in his arms and laid her by the
side of Dalgy. When she awoke, it was to find her hand
clusped in the firm grasp of him to whom she had plighted
her early vows. She awoke to find the eyes whose glances
she had so longed for, looking upon her with a wealth of
deepest tenderness: She awoke to feel that she was no
longer friendless ond alone. “She awoke to learn the sig-
nificance of the symbol -of the broken rainbow encircling
her head—the rainbow whose broken arch of brilliant col-
ors wag reuniting and spanning the horizon of her life—
the verified promise of tranquility and happlne%s Dr.

Bradwell looked apon the sweet patient face, and from the
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depths of his soul prayed for forgiveness for the unjust

- suspicions he had once imputed to her. One glance as-

gured him that love was not dead; that though he had

been grievously in fault, his pardon was full and certain.
¢Thalia, my Thalia,” he cried.

He was résponded to in words unheard by any save
Daisy. :

“Yes, yes! she i3 thine!” And joining their hands,
Daisy continued: “This was the work I had to do; I can
go now. I know that papa and Mrs. Loomis will always
be happy.” '

" “You lie!” screamed the sharp, shrill voice of Clara
Gordon, as she bounded through the partly open door,
where she had listened to all. ““He shall never be happy
with her.” '

And drawing a pistol, the frenzied woman pointed it at
the heart of Thalia. Quick as thought, the doctor sprung
forward, threw up her hand and attempted to force her
from the room. : '

“Toiled, foiled!” she exclaimed. “Hands off, Dr.
Bradwell! hands off! T can control myself » short time
longer.”

With a wild laugh she rushed from the room and fell in
the darkened hall.  Lights were procured, and Forest
raiged the motionless form of Clara from the floor to find
her o corpse. Yes; Clara was dead. In her hand she
still gragped the vial of deadly poison with which she had
consummated the final act of the drama of her dark life.

When the doctor returnd to Daisy, he found Maggie
and Thalia making efforts to quiet her.  She soon fell in-
to a deep sleep, from which she did not awake until the
light of morning dawned upon the earth. Then bidding
them all farewell, her pure spirit took its departure for a
happier clime.
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CHAPTER LVIII.
THALTA'S HISTORY.

. Ix the large upper chamber of the home of Dr. Brad-
well, snow-white hangings have taken the place of the dark
curtains, the rich paintings are wreathed with buds of flow-
ers. In the centeér of the room stands the little coffin in
which reposes the hody of little Daisy. She looks so natu-
ral that one would suppose her to be in a sweet sleep.
Clara’s beauty was all of earth, Daisy’s seems all of heaven.
Dr. Bradwell and Maggie are present. The doctor’s face
beams with an expression of happiness he makes no attempt
to concesl,

“Did she consent to your request?’ inquired Maggie.

“Yes; she will be here in o few moments.”

The door at, this moment opened, and Thalia entered
the Mrs. Loomis of yore, yet so changed that she could
not have been recognized. The black dress had given
place to a snow-white robe that fell in graceful folds to the
floor, an opening rosebud fastened the collar, the fine black
hair was braided in bands and twined around the, shapely
head., The old look of care and sadness had vanished from
her face. (roing to the coffin, she kissed the beautiful
brow of Daisy.

“Sweet angel of purity, thou art free from the cares of
earth, free—-"" she would have continued, but Maggie mo-
tioned her to silence,

“They arp doming,” she said, and the next moment -
sic and » sohglof rejoicing was heard by all in the room.




;
e
by

i

THALIA'S HISTORY. - 851

PrarL advanced, and blddmg Dr. Bradwell take the
hand of Thalia, said:’

“Over the form of the sacred dead,
I reunite the souls of those long wed,
To be disunited never more,
On earth’s eold strand or the heavenly shore.”

She paused, and as Maggie looked intently, she saw her
own dear sistor advance, and with her, the sweet spirits of
Lillie and Daisy. With a theill of joy, Maggie sprung
forward to clasp Daisy to her arms, when swift as light the
shining ones vanished from sight.

“Qh! what can mar onr perfect happiness,” spoke Tha-
lia, as tears of joy glistened in Ler eyes.
~ “Quly one cloud rests upon my life,” answered her hus-
band. My wife, my beautiful Thalia, it is that T have not
received from your lips the word of forgiveness.”

““Then take it now,” she replied, “and with it the expla-
nation of the circumstances that separated us and caused
us so much suffering, There can be no more fitting time

~ or place than this, Maggie! stay and hear the revelations

I am about to make. They may be of benefit to you in
the future.””

Dr. Bradwell would rather have been left alone with
Thalia when she referred to the past. He was proud, and
although' willing to confess a fault, he dreaded to appear
unjust, and therefore would have preferred that Maggie
should not be present. Thalia had no desire to humble
her husband, but she had suffered so long and so intensely
that she was determined that at least one other should
hearken to her Justlﬁcatlon.

"¢ That you may better comprehend the events that fol-
low, I must commence with a history of my early life.
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" Never bave I seen two persons so perfectly adapted to
each other, intellectually, socislly, and spiritually, as were
my parents. From their presence radiated a sphere of
love which made our home as delightful as the harmonious
dwellings in the lands of elysium. 1 was an only child,
and although not spoiled by indulgence, was treated with
the greatest tenderness and love. My father made 1t a

point to encourage me, and when I failed in performing a
task assigned me, he was always ready with his unbounded .

sympathy to show me how and why 1 had failed, thus
making my errors and mistakes act as guide-boards for
the future. I cannot recall ever having heard a harsh or
unkind word in my home. My mother was of a delicate
and sensitive nature, seeming fo exist almost wholly in the
realm of sympathy and love. In all the events of life, she
appeared to rely with perfect confidence upon that over-
ruling Providence in which she had unbounded faith.
There was but one direction in which she seemed to lose
this trust; that was in regard to her child. I well remem-
ber how often she would call me to her room, and how she
would pour out her soul in agonizing prayer. She seemed
to feel the foreshadowing of the desolate life that awaited
her child. When I was about twelve years of age, this
shadow seemed to he lifted from her heart. She came to
me with her face wearing a look of resignation I had never
seen before. 4

¢ ¢My child,” she said, ‘for these long years, I have been
praying for you, and at Jast God in his mercy has revealed
to me what I have so longed to know.” She paused, and I
looked at her with a feeling of awe. To my childish fancy
~ she appeared like one of the shining angels that I had been
told sarrounded the throng of God. In a foew moments
this look of devotion passed away, and sitting close to me,
she drew my head upon her shoulder, and said: ‘My love,
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you are not like others of your age; a mystery surrounds
you which has cost me many years of anxiety and sadness,
for I looked upon it as an omen of evil, and was afraid that
some terrible fate awaited you. DBut now my sorrow has
heen turned to joy; my little snow-white dove has been set
apart from the rest of the world for a grand- mission.
Child, to perform that work, to be true to the power with
whick you are blessed, you must walk alone through lfe,
and never know another love save that which hag blessed
your_iﬁfancy and youth.

“¢Pear mother, I want no other love than that I now
have. Promise that I may always stay with you and I
shall be content.’

“Tears came to her eyes, and taking my hand in hers,
in a solemn voice she said:

¢ ¢Child, remember, I have dedicated you, soul and body,
to God Promige me that you will never permit your affec-
tions to be absorbed by mortal love.’

“<J promise,” I said solemnly.

"4 4Some time I will tell you why I have exacted this
promise. When you are older and'can understand, I will
explain.’

“My mother now seemed perfectly happy, and not a
shadow rested upon my spirit. One evening as I entered
the house, I heard my father say:.

«“¢Tt will not do for her t¢ remain in ignorance much
longer; it will be hetter for you to speak to her, than that
ghe should hear it from another.’

“That evening, sitting in the shadowy room, my mother

" revealed to me the secret that has been the bane of my

existence. 1 wept bitterly, and determined to keep my

vow and never to enter society where my sensitive nature

would be constantly shocked by the thoughtless, and where

I would be shunned by the superstitions. (Gradually I be-
23
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came accustomed to the thought of the life T was to live,
and no other shadow darkened my pathway until I was
sixteen years of age. At this time an old friend of my
father’s came to spend a few days with us. He was ac-
companied by a young man, a stranger in the country, an
American. Ah! Maggie, I see by your looks that you
guess the rvesult of that meeting. You are right; we loved.
For weeks and months he lingered in the neighborhood, and
I forgot the warning voice of my mother, the solemn prom-.
ise I had made, and the mystery that surronnded me. I
forgot all; save that I Joved. I left my father’s house by
stealth, and went out into the great cold world, trusting
the untried affection of a stranger. I wrote to my parents
and received their forgiveness, My mother begged me not
to conceal from my hushand the mystery she hud revealed
to me. I fully intended to do so, but as often as I made
the attempt. the words died upon my lips. I feared lest
the knowledge would make him cease to love me, and con-
soled myself with, the hope that no necessity would arize
for his knowing it. Months glided into years, and all was
well. In the love and confidence of my noble husband,
and the presence of my sweet child, I was as happy as
mortal could be. But the evil day came. My husband
had an intimate friend; a bachelor, who passed most of hig
time at.our house, One evening my hushand was out later
‘than usual, and I had left the parlor and gone to our room,
leaving his friend waiting for him in the library. Being
very weary, 1 was soon lost in a profound slumber, from
which I was awakened by my husband entering the room
and demanding an explanation of my conduct. Bewildered
by his harsh language and excited manner, I knew not how
to reply.

“¢Tt is useless for you to feign sleep, or put on that.
inngcent expression,” he continued. ‘As 1 came up the
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street, I looked through the parlor window —the curtains
you had forgotton to close. I saw you standing by the
sofa, bending down and toying with the curls of him whom
I had called friend, but whom now I know to be a serpent
that has poisoned my peace. I entered the room in time
to see you glide from it. For some moments I stood and
looked at the vile traitor who was feigning sleep. T felt
like driving him my house at once, but on second thought
concluded to see you first and ask the meaning of this scene.’

“He paused, but astonishment made me dumb.

.« ¢This is not the first fime,” he eontinued, ‘that I have
had cause for suspicion. Only last weck X saw you on the
street with this man, and when I eame home in the even-
ing and inquired how you had spent the day, you said you
had not been out of the house. Now explain this at once,
or we part forever. If there is.anything that 1 detest, it
is falsehood and duplicity.’

“He was very angry, and I knew not how to begin what
1 had to say, for I felt that in his present state of mind he
would regard it as a fabrication.

“‘Why do you sit there and stare like an 1d10t'? Speak
at once and explain.’

“:Your friend is innocent,’ I faltered; ‘he was not even
conscious of my presence.’

“¢Ah! your first thomght is to prove hzs innocence,
instead of saying a word to satisfy the one you have so
deeply wronged.’

“¢I am innocent,’ I replied, ‘and will explain to your
entire satisfaction if you will but wait until your anger
subsides and reason returns.’

- «¢T am not angry; I will not wait one moment Prove
yourself innocent at once, or you never loock on my face
again.’

% All the pride of my nature was aroused by these words
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of insult, and with the one word ‘go,” I scaled my doom.
Left alone, I commeneed making preparations for depar-
tare. I was determined that he should not say that T had

driven him from home. His words burned like coals of .

fire. ¥ would take my child and fly from his presence. I
would go again to seek shelter beneath my father’s roof.
By the assistance of a servant I succoeded in leaving the
house and taking with me all that could be of any value
in my flight. Weary and heart-broken, I reached the
home of my parents, where I devoted myself to the care
of my little Lillie. Dut a greater trial awaited me. A
few months later the o tore my child from the arms thas
sheltered it and gave it to the hands of him who had blasted
my life. Ged only knows my sufferings.”
“God forgive me!” exclaimed Dr. Bradwell.

“ At tast I could enduro this no longer, and I determined -
to get possession of my child even at the hazard of my life. -

After many failures 1 at last found her in the care of a
good, true woman, and from her learned that he who was
my hushand had gone to a distant land to remain two
years. I made a confidant of this woman, gained her
-sympathy, and finally her consent to give me the child and
to substitute another. But where, conld I find one to fill
her place? Many obstacles had to be surmounted, but
undaunted I pursued my purpose. At last fate or chance
brought me in connection with one who was a stranger in
that land.  Her fate, her life had been something like my
cwn, She had married against her father’s wish, gone
among strangers, where her husband died, leaving her to
strugole alone. At the time of our meeting, she was sup-
ported by the charity of a benevolent woman who had
taken her in and given her the attention her ﬁst—fai]ing
health required. This woman had a child near the age of
Lillie, and when she died shé consigned her to my care.
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Behold the child!”  And Thalia placed her hand upon
Daisy’s brow.

“And her mother was my only sister,” said Maggie.
“Oh! I bless you for your kindness to her and your love
for her child.”

“Yes, [ loved Daisy.” And she gazed long and lovingly
upon the sweet face in the coffin ere she continued her story.

“For a few months I was happy in the possession of my
child, then a power above that of man’s snatched her from
my cmbrace forever. For weeks after, I was delirious,
and it was long ere my mind recovered its full balance.
Before T had gained possession of Taillie, I had eaused a
report of my death to be circulated, and as soon as reason
returnéd, I had but one wish. The blow that took Lillie,
killed my pride and resentment. I saw that I was more
o blame than my husband, for I should have told him my
secret at once. INow'l longed to see him and explain to
him that all through my childhood my spirit had the strange
power of projecting itself and rendering itself visible; ap-
pearing and speaking to others while I was in profound
sleep, having no knowledge of the occurrence, and that it
sometimes even had been seen during my waking hours.
To accomplish my purpose I again went from home, and
after a long and weary soarch, found the one I songht.
Too late! too late! He was the husband of another. At
the first sight of him my soul went out with all its former
love. 1 decided to disguise myself, seek a home in his
family as a menial, and devote my life to Daisy, whom 1
loved with a tenderness that no words can express. You
know how well my disguise served me. You know some
of the scenes of trial through whieh I have passed since 1
came hither, but you can never know the anguish of my
heart as day after day I was compelled to see the love that
had once heen mine lavished upon another. The peculiar
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power of my spirit to partly disengage itself, and clothe
itself in the material emanations surrounding the body so as
to be seen and heard by mortal eyes and ears, occasioned
me much trouble, and at one time came near disclosing my.
identity. Here, through Daisy, was first made known to
me the power of spirits to return, and through her vigions
I havo been told that my life would again be illumined by
the sun of happiness, and the mystery of this dual appear-
ance be more fully explained. Maggie, I shall look to you
for that revelation.”

Dr. Bradwell, during this recltal had been deeply af-
fected, and at its ¢lose be said:

“J—1I have been so unjust I can never forgive myself.”

"“8ay no more; we will forget the past and live in the

sunshine of the present. We will now go, as Maggie re-
quests, and leave her alone, with the casket she claims as
hers.”

0
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CHAPTER LIX.
REUNIC;N. l

LANGUAGE cannot portray the sufferings of Forest through
the long hours of that dreary night passed alone with the
corpse of one he had so devotedly loved. The fact that
death had snatched away his treasure was enongh to over-
whelm him in grief, but when to this was added the con-
geiousness that- Clara had loved another, that her profes-
~ sions -of affection for him were unreal, that his idol was

_clay, that the being he had worshiped was unworthy even
of his respect, these thoughts smote hiz soul with a
feeling of utter death. These were the darkest hours of
his life.

“How could I have been so blinded!” he exclaimed.
“She wag unworthy; I will. tear her memory from my
heart; my lips shall never speak her name.”

But ag he glanced at the white face of the dead, a pow- |

or that he could not resist bound him heart and hrain to
-the love of the beautiful Clara. In vain did reason attempt
to assert her sway. :

“T love her, dead or alive, true or false, O Clara, be-
- loved! ‘

“ T know.not, I care not, if guilt’s in thy heart;
I know that I love thee, whatever thou art.””

At times, he seemed almost to lose his reason. He
would cover the cold check with his warm kisses and im-
. plore her to speak to him, to unclose the sealed lips and
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let himn hear but once more the voice of tenderness, to give
him but one look from the eyes he loved so well,

Thus through the long hours of the night Forest con--
tinued-to plead, trying to warm the hand that would never
more return his pressurc. At last, worn out, by excite-
ment, he sunk into a hght slumber from thLh he was
startled by a laugh in the air above him, followed by the
words:

“Did I not tell you I would follow you with my curse?
You broke your vow, you deserted my child—now receive
your final reward ; behold a life torture close with an un-
natural death.

Forest sprung to his feet and looked around the room in
which everything was visible in the light of the morning,
Seeing that he wag alone, he sunk into a chair, saying:

“Tt is the voice of my tormenter. It is useless to strug-
gle longer against fate. I have now no objeet in life, and
death will be a welcome relief.” '

- He was not frightened from his post of watchfulness by
his unearthly visitor, but remained by the side of the
corpse until Dr. Bradwell entered and compelled him to
go to another apartmént. :

" “You must have rest, Forest; I did wrong to permit
you to remain here all night.”

Y shall never rest again,” was the reply, as he followed
the doetor from the room. “Ihave received the hardest
blow that can be dealt! henceférth I am indifferent to all that
life may bring me. Like a withered leaf, I may be cast hith- -
er and thither. Dvery day T shall pray God to take the
life that hag grown burdensome.”

Forest was apparently very calm, and spoke with much
deliberation.  Dr. Bradwell not having been aware of the

intimate relation of the two, could not understand his
grief.
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“Death is sad,” gaid he, “but 1 speak truly, Forest,
when I say that I have suffered more in being separated
from the living, than I have in the loss of friends by
death. You feel the blow, but will rise above it; you have
many things to make life desirable.”

$“Say no more,” said Forest; ¢ you do not understand
me; your sympathy cannot reach me.’

Forest claimed the privilege of taking charge of Clara’s
body, alleging that she had no near relatives. Aceordingly,
he procured an elegant coffin, had Clara arrayed in the
softest and finest garments, with snow-whiteé buds twined
amid -her raven tresses. Then requesting all to leave the
room, and bowing down before the beautiful casket, he
poured out his soul’s devotion,

“Clara, if your spirit ¢can behold me from the other life,
and see this last act of love—know that I have cared for
the temple that once enshrined thee—if you can see this,

" your heart will be moved by emotions of love. Clara, look
into my soul, see here in the presence of your body, and
beneath the pure eyes of angels, I consecrate my life to
your memory. No word of love shall henceforth pass my
lips. J

¢And the kiss thy lips have le

Shall never part from mine,
Till happier days restore the bliss,

Untainted back to thine’

I am thine, én‘d shall live a3 though, you were ever present
- with me. Oh! that T eould preserve this beautiful body
from decay But it cannot he, and 1 wﬂl be content with
the consciousness that thou art with me.’

The body was removed and placed 4n the tomb, where
it was to remain for a short time before being taken to its
final resting place.




362 THE GOLDEN KEY.

In vain did Forest call to his aid the philosophy that had
served him heretofore, to extricate him from the depth of
despair into which he was plunged. In the realm of cold
reagon alone, he found no consolation for the loss that
seemed to blot out every object for which to live. Ie
withdrew entirely from society, and in the.seclusion of his
home gave full vent to the sorrow that would not be con-
trolled. Few natures were capable of his depth of affec-
tion, and few could sink into such wnutterable woe. He
wandered through the vacant rooms as if in search of her
who had gone from him forever. Ie ealled her name in
the silent hours of the night, and the wind seemed to mock
at his misery. At last his grief became unbearable, and
he determined to seek Maggie and, if possible, commune
with the spirit of her he had so loved on earth. The after-
noon. was dark and cloudy when he left home for the resi-
dence of Dr. Bradwell. Thrice he turned back, overcome
by his intenze emotions; then summoning all his strength,
he entered the house, but found that Maggie was absent.

“She may return any moment,” said the doctor, glad
of an opportunity to converse with Forest.

“1 will wait,” said Forest, and dropping into a proffered
chair, he was soon lest in thoughts of the past.

In vain-did Dr. Bradwell seek to amuse and interes
him, There was a gulf between them, Late in the after-
noon Maggie returned, and Forest made known the obJect
of his visit.

“T will try,” said Maggie, her feelings mtensﬂied by the
sad countenance of her visitor.

Their sitting was long, and in vain did Maggle try to

- pierce the veil with her clairvoyant vision. Not a glimpse o

of Clara awarded her long and patient search, and not a
sound of her voice came to answer the questions that went
‘up from the agonized heart of Forest. They werc about
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to ahandon the1r efforts, when PI]ARL like an angel of
merey, appeared to them.

“Yon are secking Clara, and your soul is sad because
you find her not. Learn, thercfore, this lesson: when a
spirit goes uncalled into the higher life, it remains for a
time wnconscious, and when it first awakes to the realities
of its new life, its first thoughts are of those it left on carth.
Their sorrow and tears, their intense longings for its pres-
ence, greatly disturb it in its new surroundings. Forest,
Clara has been, since her departure, as though she had no
existence until to-day, and now, weak and listless as a
child, she rests, guarded and cared for by those angels of
mercy who delight to minister to-spirits imprisoned, the
prisons formed by the false conditions of earth life, whose
effect darkens and saddens the soul in the life beyond. .
Your grief is calling her to earth: be careful; disturb not
her rest.” ’

“Shall T never hear from her?”’ asked Forest.

" 4Yes; soomer than you imagine. I came to-day not
only to speak to you of Clara, but to warn you of one who
has long followed you. Her hand is already upraised to
- strike you. Beware! beware!”

Forest thanked her for the warning, but his mind was
too much absorbed in thoughts of Clara to give heed to it.
He remained long conversing with Maggie of That world
which now contained his greatest treasure., When about
to depart, he said:

“Maggie, I have one question more: you will think it
foolish. You know not what it is to be completely ab-
sorbed in the life of another. T would know if it is pos-
sible for one to so truly love another without receiving an
answering love. Tell me,-Maggie, will Clara ever return
my devotion?’ LN
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In a moment Maggie passed from her normal condition,
and replied: :

“True love is ever reciprocated. While on earth Clava
knew not her necds; her soul striggled in darkness.
These experiences were neecessary, but in time she will see
what true love is.

“Some time in vhe future, when she has outgrown
The shadows and darkness that round her are thrown,
She will rise to a hight where her spirit can gaze
Beyond the conditions of cartl’s murky haze;
And with thy strong spirit, thy truth and thy right,
Her soul shall grow strong, and bask in the light.
The love that now dwells in the depths of thy heart,
_Ta her its trus worth and its light shall impart,
Till free from deception, from falsehood, from erime,
Her spirit shall mount truth’s summit sublime.
For love is the power to save and unfold
From the depths of the soul its treasures untold.
Take courage, for soon o’er death’s deep rolling tide,
You will meet with your Clara and claim her your bride,
And through the great cycles, as slowly they roll,
Step by step you advance, one spirit, one soul,
Drawing nearer to him who ruleth above,
‘Who has erowned you and blessed you with infinite love.”

While this communication was being given, the soul of
Forest was stirred with emotion. He had confidence in
these prophetic words, and fully believed that in the future
all would be well. Thanking Maggie, he hade her fare-
well, and went out into the darkness. But what was the -
gloom of the outer world to him? The star of hope wag
now lighting his pathway, and with elastic step lre hastened
on. When he left the house, he had entirely forgotten the .
win"ning received from PEARL, and was not aware that the
same dark figure that-had been on his track for weeks was
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now silently walking behind Him. He ha,'d_nearly' reached

his home, but there was one place that had for him an
irresistible attraction; it was the tomb of his plighted bride.

It whs not very late; the clouds were breaking. and thither
he must go, if but for a few moments. He bore with him
the key to the vault, and a lamp was within.

“Y cannot resist; I must go,” he exclaimed, as he turned
from the main road, and hastened to the place where Clara's
body had been depesited.

He had caused a glass to be placed in the case over the
face of the beautiful corpse. Now as the rays of the lamp
fell on the marble-like face, it seemed that the cold lips
smiled upon him.

“Mine, all mine! mine through eternity!” he murmured.

There was a sound as of approaching steps, the light was
dashed to the ground, and then the fall of a heavy body
might have been heard. The next moment a dark ﬁgure
cmerged from the vault. Pausing for a moment in the
door, she raised her voice to a loud, shrill scream, crying:

“F am the QueeN oF Deatn! My hand i§ sure; my

stroké is fatal.” And with a wild laugh, she sped away

into the darkness.

The next day two gentlemen, in passing through the city
of the dead, were surprised to find the door of one of the
private vaults standmcr open, and stepping within beheld a
sight of horror. There stood the eoffin of Clara Gordon,
covered with flowers, and stretched uwpon it, his head rest-
ing on Clara’s face and crimsoned with congealed blood,
lay the body of Forest, a ghastly wound in the heart, an-
other upon the head. His eold, stiff arms were convul-
sively clasped around the burial case of her to whom HKe
wag now reunited. He was faithful unto death, Their
bodies repose together in the tomb. Of the reunion of
their gpirits, we shall learn elsewhere.

t Ev
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CIHAPTER LX.
THE MYSTERY EXPLAIﬁﬂD.

“THrouGH how many changing scenes I have passed
since I commenced the study of medicine with Dr. Bigelow,
but through all the dark valleys and thorny paths over
which T have traveled, I have ever been conscious of the
watchful care of my angel friends. Never have they de-

" ceived or misled me; their counsel has ever been good, and
now again I am directed to accept the kind invitation of
Dr. Bigelow and make his house my home,”

“I suppose,” said Dr. Brhdwell, in reply to Maggie,
“you will not remain long in one place.”

“Only long enough fo regain strength to again enter
upon my public labors.™ !

“I wish you would consent to accompany us,” said
Thalia. The change of scene :md the experiences gamed
would be of great value to you.” S

Were I to consult my own wishes I would not hesitate
a moment to accept your invitation, but when I see the
great work to be donc, and hear the ory for the light that :
I have the power to gwe, I feel that it would not be right
to remain longer inactive.”

“Inactive!” exclaimed the doetor. *Why, Maggie! I
have never known one to accomplish more than yon have .
in the same length of time. Healing the sick, giving tests
of spirit power, comforting the sorrowing, strengthening
the weak, consoling the dying. Yes, more; snatching
from the very jaws of death its victims, and restoring them
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all radiant with life and beauty to the mourncr. To-dny a2
nurse in the sick room, to-morrow standing before assem-
bled multitudes, giving to them the bread of life. Dear
little Daisy well said, ‘the angels might envy you your
destiny.” "

“My work is but just begun;. I feel that I am now only
in the vestibule, preparmg to enter the temple .

“You leave us in the morning: this is our last evening
together,” said Thalia. “Can you not tell us something
of the mystery to which allusion has been made?”

“Yes; let us have an explanation, if possible,”” responded
Dr. Bradwell, “but before you commence, I have a few
words to say of my early life. I fear you may think me
a harsh and unjust man, and that I was wrong in marrying
a second time, T would therefore have you know how and

. why I tame to do so. When Thalia ordered me from her

room, I left the house and did not return until the follow-
ing evening, when to my surprise I found she had gone,
and taken our child with her. I believed she had fled with

him upon whom my suspicions had fallen. But I found |

that he was in the city attending to his usual business. I

‘watched him closely for several days, then went to him and

frankly told him all. He was grieved, and declared that
my wife hiad left the parlor two hours before my return on
that eventful night. This I ¢ould not believe, for had I
not seen her? Angry words followed, and we parted as
enemies. 1 determined to obtain a diverce and get pos-
session of my.child. You know that I succeeded. Then

came the news of Thalia’s death. Until then I did not.
- know how deeply and truly I had loved her. I sought to

hide my sorrow from the world, to drown it by traveling

from place to place. At last, accident fhrew me mto the

society of one who became devotedly attached to me.”
Here Dr. Bradwell related the incidents with which the
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reader is already familiar, adding: “She was a lovely

woman, and I loved her as a sister. But Mrs. Loomis
cane, and her presence aroused memories that would not

‘be'silenced. I had no suspicion of her identity, yet vaguely

felt that she could read my soul, and twice when her other
self has been seen, a thought of the mystery of Thalia’s Iife
recurred, and I wondered if it could not have been a similar
delugion, Tell us, Maggie, if you know anything of this,
and save others from being wrecked on the same rock.”

“He paused for a reply, and soon it came as follows:

“Bpirit controls matter; mind is the power that rules;
all force is in the unseen realm. Spirits use magnetism,
electricity, and psychology, in acting upon other minds,
The soul essence is the same in and out of the body:
Spirits, under proper conditions, can materialize them-
selves so ag to be seen by the physical eye, speak so as
to be heard by the external ear, or, through the power
of psychology, they can appear to be present when they
are not. Under certain conditions, spérits in the body
have the same power.” ‘

“Do you wish us to understand,” asked the doctor,
“that a spirit yet in human form can materialize a hand
that can handle material substances and become visible to
mortals?” :

“We mean to say that the spirit, through certain organ-
izations, by a concentration of will, ean control the forces

~ that surfound the physical form, and from those emana-

tions form a hand that can give written communications,
emanating always from the mind of the medium, or re-
ceived intuitively or clairvoyantly from those present, and

this too when the hands-of the medium are in sight of all,

The spirit of Thalia can, through her peculiar organiza-
tion, thus project itself, and while her material senses are
wrapped in sleep, her spirit is active; it gathers the mate-

el ke
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rial emanations, clothes itself in a form the exact counter-

- part of the one from which these emanations proceed. This

is a real and substantial though spirit body, but eannot be
retained for a great length of time without causing death.
At these times the spirit is not entirely separated from the
body, and the same law that enables disembodied spirits to
materialize themselves, also explaing this law of the soul.
When in this condition you could not only see Thalia but
hear her voice, and when restored to her normal condition
she was as unconscious of what had passed aus yourself
during the hours of dreamless sleep. The time is coming
when this seeming mystery will be fully uaderstood and
time and space will be annihilated by the God-like powel
of mind.”

“This may be true; in fact, appears remsonable,” said
the doctor; but how is it that we always saw Thalia with
the same apparel that she wore at the time?”

“Have we not told you that all things have their ema-
nations? This is one reason why sensitives are affected
by certain colovs or substances. The particles thrown off
do not harmonize with the individual. It is thesc finer
substances that are the real and most enduring, and from
them the skillful fingers of the spirits can weave garments,
coarse or fine, bright or dim, a.ccordmg to the material
uzed.” -

¢If this be so, thcn spirits in the body can through these
forces produce these manifestations that you have taught
us emanate from a higher source. ITow are we to distin-

- guish the one from the other?”

“When a trath or a fact is given of which the medinm
is entirely ignorant, and that you are sure does not pro-

~ ceed from the mind of any who are present, then you may

safely infor that it ¢omes from an individualized disem-
bodied. spirit."”
24
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“But you' have taught us that truth was accessible to
all. Is it not probable that under certain conditions the
spirit of the medium can reach beyond its ordinary powers,
see and comprehend any truth in the universe, and par-
tially withdrawn from the material form, may it not roam
at will through the realm of mind, and for the time be al-
" most like a God in knowledge and wisdom?"

“That is possible; but remember that pure spirit is al-
ways truthful. There is no contradiction in the realm of
principles; and when in this condition, if the control is
from the world of spirits, it will so declare. Onc condi-
tion ig the illuminating and intensifying of the spiritual
natire until it defies what has been supposed to be un-
_changing law, the other is the control of a positive mind
over a negative. It is the clearing up of the avenues
of the mind of the medium through which it is brought
e rapport with the outer world. The medinm in that

condition is merely the reflection of another mind, and in
this_condition, incidents of a personal character, and facts
in the history of another’s life are given. In this way I
cam controlling the medium through whom I now speak,
and though my control is perfect, yet I should fail to give
you the name of any of your friends, or describe them to
you, unless they were present, nor could 1 tell you what
has oceurred in this house to-day, for I have not been pre-
gent. 1 ean give you my own name and history while on
earth, and anything I have since learned.”

#0One question more. You spoke of psychology: how
is it used where the double is seen?”

“When the mind is intently fixed upon an individunal, it
sometimes almost forces itself from the strong hold of mat-
‘ter, and swifter than Tight, daxts through space and affects
the mind of the sensitive upon whom it is placed. Some-
times its influence is so strong that the individual is seen,

e, g
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but it is only a psychological view. Iis influence is some-
times felt in dreams and premonitions. The study of the
effect of mind- uwpon mind is the most difficult to compre:
hend, yet the most emnnobling and grand, that man hag
ever attempted to solve. Tuture scientific developments
will throw much light upon this theme.”

The next morning, Dr. and Mrs. Bradwell started on
their journey, from which they did not expect to return
for two years, and Maggie bade them farewell and again
went to the Cure. '




372 - THE GOLDEN KEY.

CHAPTER LXIT.
HARRY AND MAGGIE.

ANOTHER six months have passed. During that time
Maggie had been going from place to place, proclaiming
the gospel of truth, showing to the world, not the divinity
of Christ alone, but of all bumanity, giving to the people a
higher conception of religion, teaching that God manifest
in the human soul was the highest expression of Deity.
The benevolence of the good Mrs Spaulding had enabled -
Maggie to labor withont money and without price, and
being free from the control of sectarian societies, she gave
full expression to the truth which famishing souls were
waiting to receive. Dut as she journeyed from place to
place, many times weary and disheartened, she often re-
called the peaceful days passed with Mre. Spaulding, and
saw the glowing pictures of home so vividly portrayed by
Harry-—a home where wisdom should be king and love
queen, where harmony and peace should forever abide.
Would the visions of Harry ever be realized? "Would the
dream that had for a time brightened her life ever be ac-
tualized? Maggie had a severe struggle with her own
spirit during the year’s absence of Harry. But at last
the victory was won, and at the close of the last six months
she turned her steps -toward the Cure, and looked with
joyful anticipation to the time of meeting with one from
whom she should never more be separated. She had re-
ceived o letter from Harry, but felt sure he woilld meet
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~ her at the time appointed; Maggie had told her friends

of the anticipated meeting, therefore they were not sur-
prised when she returned to spend a weck with them. Two
days she had rested, and on the morrow the long~defmred
answer was to be given.

It was a beautiful May morning, the sky was cloudless
and the earth looked as bright as though fresh from the
hand of the Creator. The birds that danced from bough
to bough were no happier than Maggic, ag arrayed in a
dress of purest white, hier auburn ringlets hanging like a
veil around her face and shoulders, a white moss rosebud,
half concealed amid her curls, she walked down the broad

- avenue leading to the gateway. She paused to gather a

few blue forget-me-nots, and as the sun shone through the
parted leaves it seemed to transform her hair to gold, and
to Impart new brightness to her happy face. Maggie’s
thoughts were upon Harry as she gathered a boquet, all
glistening with silver dew, as'an offering of love. She was
not expecting him until late in the day. Had she taken a
closer gurvey, she might havo seen a tall form standing
beneath the shadow.of one of the great trees near her. It
was Harry; he had entered the grounds unobserved, and
seeing Maggie leave the house, had stepped aside to await
her coming, As Maggie raised her eyes from her flowers,
he came forward, and the next moment Maggie forgot the
Iong hours of absence in the joy of the reunion. Iarry
did not have to wait for his answer; he read it in the smil-
ing lips, the love-lit eyes, and blushing cheek, - Harry’s
year of travel had heen of gre&t benefit, but neither dis-
tance nor change of scene could weaken his Jove for Mag-
gie. She was the star that ever shone pure and bright

~upon his pathway, and now great joy flooded his soul as

he realized that she was hig through time and eternity.
As they stood in the morning sunshine, with hands clasped

i
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and heart answered to heart, there came to them th(\ clear,
well-known voice of Mrs. Spaulding, saying:

“God bless you, my children; through perfect love you
will overcome all trials, and henceforth live in cternal sun-
shine.” .

“Mr. Spauldlng, we thank you,” said Harry; we hope
ever to be worthy of the company of the good and the true.”

They waited for reply, but as none came, they remained
upon the lawn until summoned by the the breakfast bell.

The evening of the same day, as IHarry and Maggie
conversed of old fnends, Harry, referring to the death of
Forest, said:

“I1e hos been gohe away nmny months. Have you had
any message from him during that time?”-

“No,” angwered Maggie, “but I have questioned my

spirit friends eoncerning him many times.”

“His_sudden death may forbid his Gommuniea.ting, but
your spirit friend of the GoLDEN KEY sulely conld give us
information of him,”

“T would like to hear directly from him,” said Maggle.
“I think he will come to ug to-day. We will place our
thoughts upon him and remain quiet.”

Maggie had but just ceased to speak, when sho was con-
trolled, and the epirit of the GorbEN KDY grected Harry,
Sﬂ;}’lng

“T am not the one you wished for, but come to tell you

what your friend cannot say for himself. He has not re-

turned to earth; he would have done so to -day, Bt Clara
refused to accompany him.”

“Is it posmble, said Harry, ““that the pure spirit of
Torest is in the company of her who was in heart a mux-
deress?’

“He sought her society whilé here.”

“Yes: but you have taught us that the next step was
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an advance; that the sinful, the eriminal, were conficed to

& certain sphere and could not go beyond it.”

“The law of attraction is unchangeable; the other life
ig but o contindtation of this. True, there are different
gpheres, and the undeveloped cannot enter upon a plane to
which he is not attracted, but the more highly unfolded
can and do descend. Forest’s first question was for Clara.
He wonld have w11hng1y left the highest heaven to have
lingered near her.”

“Is she happy in his love?”

“Not entirely so. Thoughts of the past make her un-
happy, but when she comes to understand the cffect of cir-
cumstances upon her when in earthly life, she will cease to
be tormented by the results of this life.”

“Can Yorest be happy while conscious of her condition?”

““Yes, comparatively, It is happiness to him to be in

her presence, and he is aware that by and by her soul will
rise out of the shadows. Ile is Lappy in her love as she
is to be. The divine possibilities of her nature have been
revealed to him, and he is willing to wait for the fulfillment
of his hopes.” '

“It hgs becn said that true love must have its equal ?
said IIa,rr “If this be true, Clara can never be a com-
panion for Forest.”

“Forest may excel in one dnectlon, Clara in ahother.

In'earth life, one part -of his nature may havo been well

developed, another neglected; where she excels ho may be
deficient. Conditions that may have caused her to stumble
on the road of life, would have had the same effect upon
another of like organization. In order to secure perfect
union, it is not necessary that cdch soul should have ad-
vanced in the same direction, but that each shall have come

~ to the recognition of great principles. One may reach his

destination through philosophy, another through postry,
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“another throngh music. It is the object attained, and not
the means employed, that is to be eonsidered.”

“I understand,” replied Harry; “through science and
reason, Forest has arrived af”correct moral principles;
through music, poetry and the love of the beautiful, Clara
will finally reach the same. And yet a thousand may he
brought to a recognition of the same truths and fail to
reach the heart of Forest, for in Clara’s natare he finds
what is necessary for his perfect growth and happiness.
The prineiples controlling unite them as one. Can you tell
me whether our union will be eternal?”’

“Long, long ago, your spirit called to the sonl of Mag-
gie, and her heart responded, though her lips were silent.
Whatever is from the spirit is enduring. Take the GoLpmx
Kgy that Maggic has so often held, and look into the
depths of your own nature; you will there find your an-
swer. I shall often. come to you, and continue to guide
Maggie in her work. Be not troubled for Forest. There

_is an overruling power that doeth all thingy well.”

As Maggie returned to her normal condition, she saw
the one who had just held control standing by her side,
and -she said: : .

“He has the GoLpey Kzy: he will take it with him.
Ob! I wish I could ever retain it! With it in my hand,
my vision iz elear. But now my work will be less with
spirits and more with mortals. The great door is closing,
the silver sea is vanishing, the veil has dropped.

“ Let, them go—visions of beanty, of glory, and light!
I om happier here with my Harry to-night,
Than in the bright spheres where angels have trod,
Or where seraphims sing their praises to God.
Oh! what is the grandeur and glory above,
Compared to the joy bestowed by thy love?

1
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Favewell to the mansions of glory and bliss!

I am happy-and tranquil, contented in this.

To work side by side with him that T love,

Is better for me thin a maosion above,

Then farewel], bright angel, farewell to thee!

Much w:ndum I've gained through the bright Govnes K‘FY
But gladly I yield the bright key to your haud,
And wave my adieun to the radiant band,

Who, under your firm but gentle control,

Have given joy to my heart and peace to my soul,
Far better for mortal carth’s thorns and her roses
Than all of the splendor that heaven discloses.
But my heart’s deepest thanks rise ever to thee,
F?r the truth that has come with the bright Gorpeny Kzy.”







THE CELESTIAL CITY.

£ Far beyond the cloudless splendor .
. ) © Of the cresccnt queen of night;
" Far beyond the crystal concave,
Blazing with its worlds of light;

Far beyond the pearly gateway,
5t . Where the shining angels stand;
] Far beyond the golden portals,
Leading to the spirit land;

Far away through realms of ether,
Where no mortal foot hath. trod,

Where the voiceful air is hymning
Praises to the Father.God;

Far away beyond the star-beams,
Bagking in 2 golden light,

Stands the white Celestial City,
Veiled from mortal's longing sight.

IHave not seen that shining shove,
Yet there’s but a veil between you,
1 - But a veil and nothing more.

Mortals have not pievced that brightness,
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Gazing with clairvoyant vision,
As wé sweep that veil aside,

You will see that shining eity,
Standing on the other side.

Oh! how cold scems earthly language
When we would these scenes portray,
"1 is only words of é;ngcl musie
That their glory can convey.

As no painting ean embody
All the meaning of this dream,
So no language can empower us
To do justice to our theme

"1 is our cbject to convince you
That thig is not all a dream,

That there is a world of beauty
Just across the silvery stream:

That our God hath many mangions
On yon brightly shining strand,
That each goul shall gain admittance
To the spirit’s fatherland: '

That man’s spirit is immortal,
And its destiny sublime,

_Rising by the law of progress,

To a fairer, purer clime;

Cireling round in swift gyrations
Through the radiant spheres of love,

Pausing now on burning summits,
Or mounting blazing ones above.

e ETE e ppd S

“
S S s B T, R S 5, - S, et R

o

SN R SURAPR 10 AR




PR I

4

THE CELESTIAL CITY.
Progression is the soul’s true motto,
- Onward for the truth and right,

- Onward, fo the golden city
Thaet now dawns upon your sight.

Therc are temples built of jasper,
Over which there have heen thrown
All the rainbow tints of glory
That gurround the Father’s throne.

There are domes of glowing rubies,
Burning with a crimson flame,

With' their light and beauty praising
The great source fromi whence they ca

There are towers of blazing sapphhire,
Purer than Ttalian skies,

Pagodas built of glowing emeralds
Dipped in spring-time’s verdant dyes

'There are halls of matchless splendor,
~ Halls of glowing amethyst,
Whose empurpled rays of beauty

Tint Aurora’s veil of mist.

There are many vast cathedrals,
Whiter than the untrodden snow,

Over them the royal arches, ‘
Waves of rich vermilion throw.

And the domes of those cathedrals,
And each glittering minaret,

Glow and burn with the golden glory

- Of the gems with which they ’re set.
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Dancing in the silvery fountaing,,

THE CELESTIAL CITY.,

There ’s & temple built of topaz,
Called the temple of the sun,
And o’er all its glittering turrets,
Vines of glowing emerald run.

And around each lofty column,
Woven in many a quaint design,
Rubies, emeralds, sparkling diamonds,

AN their glowing tints combine.

There are mansions of pure crystal
Which reflect the brilliant dyes

- Of those great bejeweled temples

And the over-changing skies.

There each rainbow tint of glory
Is repeated o’er and o’er,

Rolling in waves of matchless beauty
Over heaven’s starry floor,

Lighting up the distant mountain,
Lingering in the valleys deep,

Resting on the tinted mosses,
Kissing flowerets in their sleep;

Shining on the golden strand,
Hanging like a veil of beauty
Over all the Summer-TLand;

Over many bowers of beuuty,

Over waving, nodding . trees,
Over all the crystal billows
Of the clear, transparent seas;
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THE CELESTIAL CITY. 883

Over groups of loving angels,

As they roam beneath the shade,
Or recline on dewny couches
© Of sweet flowers and mosses made.

Oh! the air is filled with music,
In that glorious world of curs,
Every ray of light seems whispering
To the blushing, smiling flowers.

Lvery dancing wave is singing,
As it meets the golden strand;
Every quivering leaf is murmuring,
The praises of our Summer-Land.

There, within that lovely grotto,
Godlike sages may be found,

Solving soul-absorbing problems,
With a wisdom most profound.

Therc are troops of rosy children,
Rambling 'mid the fadeless flowers;

There are groups of radiant maidens,
In those amaranthine bowers.

There are bands of shining seraphs,
Messengers in God's employ;
Ministering angels he'is sending
To guide you to that world of joy.

See that eountless host of angels!s
Hark! the King gives his command:-
“Co and bless my eartlily ‘children;
Guide them to the spirit-land.”

-
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384 THE CELESTIAL OITY.

Years ago the command was given
To those chosen ones in white,
Then the arch of heaven resounded

With their shouts of glad delight.

Glory, glory to God be given!

" Spread the truth from shore to shore!
_ He hath ope’d the the golden portals;
, Angels come to earth once more.

Hear the tidings, doubting Christian !
Slumbering nation, now awake!

Hark! the God of heaven is speaking,
Bidding you your idols break.




THE ANGEL OF HOPE.

) i

THE angel of hope was standing
Away on yon starry hight,
And her dewy eyes were gazing
Out through the golden light.
Her face was a model of beauty,
Her form was of perfect mold,
Her eyes were of starry splendor,
And her hair of burnished gold.
Her robe was bright as the sunlight
That falls on the mountain streams,
Bright as a vision of beauty
That glides through your midnight dreams.
On her head was a crown of besuty
That gleamed in the morning light,
- Asg the stars that glow in splendor
~ On the regal brow of night.
JIn her hand was a glittering scepter, -
Inlaid with many a gom '
That flashed and flamed in the sunhght,
Like a royal diadem.
Thus in silence the angel was standmg
Away on yon mountain peak,
Her lips breathed not a murmur,

But her large cyes seemed to speak.
25




386 THE ANGEL OF HOPE,

She seemed not to see the beauties
That around her were thickly spread,
The tinted flowers beneath her feet
And the sunlight o’er her head.
She seemed not to feel the breezes
That toyed with her shining hair,
That stole a kiss from her ruby lips
And fanned her forehead fair.
-Her eyes seemed to pierce the brightness
Whose purple light was shed
In waves of mystic beauty
Over her angel head.
Swift gliding through the ether,
She hung her garlands bright
On one of the distant peaks
On yonder glistening hight.
Then, with a graceful motion,
She raised her queenly head,
And to the great archangel,
. This wondrous beauty said:
“Q being of perfect goodness!
Archangel pure and bright,
1 come to ask permission
To leave this realm of light.
- Around me is light and beauty
. And barmony and grace,
But my soul has had a vision
Of a sadly different place.
A place where God’'s beautiful children -
By sorrow and toil are oppressed,
Where they are sighing in anguish,
Are groaning and praying for rest;
Where the heavy hand of misfortune
Hath been placed on each sorfowing head,

e
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An(l joy, like the song-bird of summer,
“Hath plumed its bright pinions and fled;
Where the soul hath been crushed by oppression,
Where the heart hath heen saddened by scorn,
Where the shadows from night’s sable pinions
Hath scattered the brightriess of morn;
Where the breath of suspicion hath frozen
The warm, gushing tides of the soul,
Which now like grim 'glaciers are standing,
Defying the power of control;
Where true souls are toiling and toiling,
Are working and striving for good,
And yet by the cold world around them,
These toilers are not understood.
Then, angel, archangel of goodness,
Grant, oh! grant my request;
Lt me take to that cold world of darkness
A light from this pure realm of rest.”
“Go forth!” said the angel of goodness,
“Go forth on your mission of right;
Go, take to that eold world of darkness
A gleam of this radiant light.

. Go, shed the pure light of thy beauty

Round hearts that are quivering with pain,
Revive the fair buds of affection
That by coldness and scorn have been slain;
Go, loosen the honds of oppression,
Go, lighten the burdens of care,
_Give strength to the faint and the faltering,
And peace to the bosom of care;
Go, sing to the faint and the weary
Till the hills shall re-echo the sound,
Till down in the cold world of da,rkness,
No. sad, weary heart can be found.”
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Then from heaven the angel departed;
The beautiful angel of light

Came out of that region of glory
To dwell in that temple of night.

Not to dwell in the shadows and darkness,
But to fling such a glory around,

That wherever her bright footsteps lingered
No shadow or darkness was found.

The angel of hope is still standing,
Not away on yon bright starry hight,

But elad in a radiant splendor,

She’s here in your presence to-night. |




THE RAINBOW BRIDGE.

As I sat last night, in the soft moonlight,
Sweet slumber closed my eyes,

And my spirit free floated out to see
The beauties of dream-land skies.

I rose as air on the wings of prayer, -
And my spirit broke the chain _
That bound it here to this earthly sphere,

This world of toil and pain,

I thought I stood near a leafy wood,
On an old rock, worn and gray,

On its sides were seen the mosses green,
Kissed by the light of day. -

And over me like a canopy,
Was the sky of cloudless blue,

And angels bright from the realns of light,
Seemed peering the azure through.

And from my feet to their deep retreat,
The wild waves leaped in glee;

Singing a song as they swept along,
Like the anthem of the free.




THE RAINBOW BEIDGE.

There were waves of llght and creamy Whlte
And many tints of groen,

And the brightest dyes canght from the gkieg,
“That mortal eyo had seen.

And pure and white in the golden light,
Rose the mist on the morning air,

Like a silvery sereen it hung between
This world and yon orb so fair.

And in the mist by the sunbeams kissed,
Just over the fearful ridge,

An unseen hand had the wild waves spanned,
By » beautiful rainbow bridge.

2

From the_.r?o_cky floor to the -distant shore,
And far out on the banks of green,
Those brilliant dyes neath eloudless skies,

Were plainly to be-seen

Where the wild waves leap from the rocky steep,
Where they sport on the fearful ridge,

1 saw there stand an angel band,
On that beautiful rainbow bridge.

There was one in white whose face was bright,
With the glory of heavenly skies,

In each shining fold of her locks of gold
Were the flowers of paradise..

Who could she be that from over death’s sea,
" 7 Stood there in the morning yay?
From shore to shore above the waves' roar,
Came the name of “SILVER Sprav.”
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Why came she here to this mortal sphere? -
And why did she take her stand

On that bridge of air, so frail and fair,
Upheld by an unseen hand?

Oh! death’s river is deep, but it cannot keep
Two loving souls apart,

For God's own hand has the wild waves spa,nned
And brought them heart to heart.

And day by day will SILVER SprAy, -
On that beautiful bridge descend,
Bringing words of cheer to loved ones here,
From many a,waiting friend.

‘And year by year, from yon star-paved sphere,

Will descend the angel-hearted,
Till those who wait this side death’s gate,
- Shall see the dear departed.

This is why I'm here from yon distant sphere,
To repeat the wondrous story,

That at God’s eommands, bright angel bands,
Are flooding this world with glory,

That pain and fear may disappear,
And every wrong be righted;
And cvery heart to its counterpart,

Forever be united.
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STAR OF. PROGRESSION.

THE ‘star of progression! oh! see it arise,
Lightinﬁ%;h beauty the earth and the skies,
Scattering the phantoms of darkness and gloom
That for ages have haunted the way to the tomb.
The star of progression! oh! see it ascend,

While on it earth’s children their wondering eyes bend,

It sparkles and flashes and flames on the sight,
As proudly it moves through the empire of night,
While up from the hillside, the valley, ‘and glen
Come thé glad shouts of millions of men,

Crying, “All honor to the being who gave

Thig star to dispel the gloom of the grave.”

O star of progression! thy pure, silvery beams

Are lighting with beauty earth’s turbulent streams;
Hypocerisy shrinks from thy pure diamond light,
And draws round her form the mantle of night;
And bigotry trembles and quivers with fear,

For she feels that thy light is approaching too near;
And old superstition cries.out in great pain,

For she sees that her fetters are breaking in twain.
O star of progression! thou shalt cause man to he
From error and darkness eternally free;

Thou hast taken man’s feet from the cold, barren sed,

And taught him to walk in the pathway of God.
Thou hast taught him to see. that the infinite cause
Is greater than nature, more grand than her laws;
That in every atom that’s moving through space,
May be found the wisdom, the beauty and grace
Of that Infinite Power who ruleth in love,

The children of earth and the angels above.
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