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KKYIEWEK’S PEE]?ACE.

If presenting a newly-revised edition of the 
time-honored Precepts of Confucius to the public, 
we hope to meet with the npproval of the admirers 
of that wine and truth-loving ancient philosopher 
and political economist. Our author lived the life 
of a just and noble man, and left a heritage of 
personal greatness behind him, in his moral essays, 
which Chinese admiration still upholds as the only 
worthy stnndnrd of justice, by which all men 
should bo governed in the pursuit of those mutual 
relations and duties which pertain to human exist­
ence and happiness.

Tho aphorisms of Confucius are worthy of the 
highest recognition ami commendation from all 
well-inclined and thoughtful men, and are only 
f<|U»led by tho precepts of tho great Christian 
Master who rested tho superstructure of his moral 
philosophy upon the identical “ Golden Rule” 
which is the basic principle of Confucianism.

The object of re-arranging nnd newly wording
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the sentiments embodied in tho maxims of our 
author at tho present time, is to bo found in tho 
increased demand for a high moral literature, of 
which Confucius is acknowledged to be a disciplo 
in the wisest light of mind.

The author has accumulated facts and data 
during many years past, with the ultimate design 
of enlarging and improving the little volume of 
wise sayings which have been translated from tho 
Chinese of KoNG-FU-TSE, and which found a cast- 
about existence in England many years ago, and 
subsequently in very imperfect form by the pres­
ent authority in America.

Tho life of the sage of Lu, as herein presented, 
is newly written and modified to conform to more 
recent historic disclosures, and facts derived from 
cncyclopedian sources; while the portrait of Con­
fucius is taken from tho illustrated work of Pau- 
thicr, which is tho only veritable key to tho 
manners, customs, literature, and opinions, of the 
ancient Chinese.

When a great and good man makes his debut 
upon the stage of human experience, and lives a 
life of uuimpugued justice and honor, it becomes 
our duty, as admirers or advocates of tho princi­
ples which he taught, to frankly acknowledge our
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therefor, ns noil ns to understand 

fenfrtvM j»ncu!larltlcii nliicli distinguished our 
jM watU cnetnplnr nboTo tho ordinary condition 

K*B,
Thu locinl nnd political systems of China are 

f m M  ttjxm tho incthodicnl aphorisms of tho L e- 
M-tp and Tt-heo, tho two principal boohs of the 

1'hilopophy, which is professed by all 
is«e grertwi mon, nnd accepted ns the principal 

of all the educated classes.
Conform* wns a pungent maximist of unexccp- 

tiwuhle character, nnd has been the worthy re- 
a t  o f  tho laudations of his numerous country- 

rim during tho period of twenty-fivo centuries « 
rh lu te  intervened Binco his decease. The 

f  *M<vrt[» t f  his lovo of justice, ns manifested in 
it‘.» Ury lifo nnd teachings, has no equal in
llUr aAav1! of tnornlistic history. His wondrous 

of the principlo of goodness may bo rc- 
m  ahttosi a miraculous expression of human 

•  .«&»», ae 1 hi* womhip of tho Omnipotent Arch- 
fCif'1 ef  fittunr, a* the highest nnd noblest form of 
t »n t] kUt irneralien.

wo c^ntemplato the vast amount of timo 
-ifc, *:■»<*« us from the originator of the most 

cm l and religious philosophy ever givon to
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indebtedness therefor, as well as to understand 
the personal peculiarities which distinguished our 
esteemed exemplar above the ordinary condition 
of men.

The Bocial and political systems of China are 
founded upon the methodical aphorisms of the L e-  
Tdng and Ta-heo, the two principal boohs of the 
Confucian Philosophy, which is professed by all 
her greatest men, and accepted as the principal 
belief of all the educated classes.

Confucius was a pungent maximist of unexcep­
tionable character, and has been the worthy re­
cipient of the laudations of his numerous country­
men during the period of twenty-five centuries 
which have intervened since his decease. The 
fullness of his love of justice, as manifested in 
his exemplary life and teachings, has no equal in 
the annals of moralistic history. His wondrous 
adoration of the principle of goodness may be re­
garded as almost a miraculous expression of human 
wisdom, and his worship of the Omnipotent Arch­
itect of nature, as the highest and noblest form of 
rationalistic veneration'.

When we contemplate the vast amount of time 
which separates us from the originator of the most 
astute civil and religious philosophy ever given to
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mankind, and remember the disadvantages which 
then interposed to cancel his claim to superior 
discernment and sagacity as a teacher and coun­
sellor of his nation, we may not only hold tho 
“ light of hope” in our own hands, as the cher­
ished sentiment of tho future, but regarding tho 
sage precepts of Confucius as both timely and ac­
ceptable to the literature of tho age, we may ex­
perience an ever-increasing thankfulness for his 
success as the r e d e e m e r  of the Mongolian race.



LU’Ji 01? CONFUCIUS.

TlIK celebrated Cliincso sage who boro the name 
of Kong, meaning master or teacher, or Konq-1'U- 
t h ii , n s given by his disciples, and afterward Lat­
inised into Confucius by certain Jesuit missiona­
ries who resided in China during tho latter part 
of the seventeenth century, was born at Shang- 
piug, near the town of Tscusc, in the petty king­
dom of Lu, on the 10th day of June, B. c. 551.

His mother, whoso name was Yan-slio, and who 
is said to have sprung from the illustrious family 
oT Yen, used to call her son by the singular name 
of Kieu—which signifies, in the Mongolian lan­
guage, a “ little hillock" or protuberance—be­
cause lie had an unusual elevation on the top of 
his forehend, in the region of comparison, benevo­
lence, and lovo of nature, as defined by modern 
phrenologists. Various prophecies and forerun­
ners of his birth and destiny, as we are told, arc 
to be found in the annals of Chinese literature, 
ami bis worldly coming and career arc said to 
have been revealed by the seers of earlier ages; 
hut this is a question as improbable, in the light 
of reflection,.as the uncertainty of many similar 
prophetic disclosures concerning men and things 
in other times, and among other nations, and may 
be received with a wise allowance in favor of ab­
solute knowledge.

A renowned pedigreo has been attributed to 
Confucius by his disciples, who derive his origin
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from Ilo-ang-ti, a distinguished monarch who is 
said to have reigned in China 2000 ycni’S befovo 
the Christian era, or cotcmporancously with tho 
fourth and sixth Egyptian Dynasties under the 
rule of the younger Pharaohs. His father, whoso 
name was Shuh-le-ang-ho, died when Confucius 
was only three years old. But Yan-shc, his lov­
ing mother, extended to him her watchful care, 
and ho received from her hand that attention and 
training which, associated with his naturally well- 
inclined disposititon, soon gave assurance of a 
manhood wherein indications of unusual mental 
(-[nalitics were presented. From his earliest years, 
ho manifested an extraordinary love for intellect­
ual pursuits, and displayed a deep and abiding 
interest in, and veneration for, tho time-honored 
laws of his nntivo country. \

Philosophic gravity, moral rectitude, and con­
siderate deportment, marked his conduct when a 
boy, and won for him that cxtollation which was 
so characteristic of his entire life. l ie  was grave 
and serious, yet pleasant, in his appearance,' and 
took but little delight in playing and running 
about for amusement and pastime as was tho habit 
of most boys of his own age.

It is also said of Confucius that his knowledge 
was intuitive; and that he seemed to arrive at 
just and legitimate conclusions with wondrous 
ease, while yet tho faculties of his mind were 
hardly released from tho insecurity of infancy. 
But his unexampled and exalted goodness was tho 
distinguishing trait of his character, and his fidel­
ity to a just decision of mind was always upper­
most and unflinching. l ie  esteemed, and confided 
in, his relatives, and made it his duty to receive 
the counsel and follow tho advice of his grand-
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who i u  then living in tho kingdom of 
lljfc, »t * vrnr advanced ngc, nnd who was ro- 
IF»*d#d by alf who know him us a man in tho cx- 
*»*?** « f  worthy sobriety, probity, and honor.

It I* related 1>y one of tlio biographers of Con- 
f td u i, that when ho was a boy in his fifth year 

age, being in tho prcscnco of his grandfather 
taWis ho heard sighing, ho approached him with 
htsppy consideration nnd a full heart, and said, 
** i«*T 1 presume, without boing deprived of your 
mjvnrt, to inquire into the occasion of your sor­
row T I'eihnpt you rcgnrd your posterity as likely 
to degenerate, nnd wander from the exercise of 
that virtue and desirnhlo righteousness which you 
fM much admire." Whereupon Coum-tsc, for such 
*•*.* hi* grandfather’s nmno, being somewhat sur- 
pv «d  at the sympathy nnd precocity of thought 
manifested hr the young philosopher, very quietly 
fxpUrd, " Wfiat suggested that thought in your 
**io4, my dear boy ( nnd where have you learned 
l*th n\s and spnli so wisely?” “ From yourself,” 
fcitwmd Confucius. “ I usually regard your con- 
»«■»»*{ on, and I have many times heard you rc- 
«iwl th*', it i« a duty a sou owes to his ancestors, 

j• >r 1 thrir virtuous habits nnd good name, 
*» bet proven himself unworthy of n record in the 
iUSAfch t,( thrir fame."

Afbni «tw» *h *th of his grandfather, Confucius 
4rnii»«inr th* ptspU i f Tecm-sc, a renowned thinker 

*.r hi* time. Under tho guidanco of
w.iis « fatnr, he soon made a surprising ad- 

*-v*«s«s-*nt It* <h« matter of Ins studios. The sub- 
<c(f primitive history, or tho antiquity of his 

I'totv, v s.1 nude tho theuio of interesting eonsidcr- 
»c«l rcujiul, and ho considered it as tho
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fatter, who was then living in the kingdom of 
Lu, at a very advanced age, and who was re­
garded by all who knew him as a man in the ex­
ercise of worthy sobriety, probity, and honor.

I t  is related by one of the biographers of Con­
fucius, that when he was a boy in his fifth year 
of age, being in the presence of his grandfather 
whom he heard sighing, he approached him with 
happy consideration and a full heart, and said, 
“  May I  presume, without being deprived of your 
respect, to inquire into the occasion of your sor­
row ? Perhaps you regard your posterity as likely 
to degenerate, and wander from the exercise of 
that virtue and desirable righteousness which you 
so much admire.” Whereupon Coum-tse, for such 
was his grandfather’s name, being'somewhat sur­
prised at the sympathy and precocity of thought 
manfRsted by the young philosopher, very quietly 
replied, “ What suggested that thought in your 
mind, my dear boy i and where have you learned 
to think and speak so wisely ? ” “  From  yourself,” 
answered Confucius. “  I  usually regard your eon- 
wersation, and I  have many times heard you re­
mark that it is a duty a son owes to his ancestors, 
to support 'their virtuous habits and good name, 
or he proves himself unworthy of a  record in the 
annals of their fame.”

After the death of his grandfather, Confucius 
became the pupil of Icem-se, a renowned thinker 
and scholar of his time. Under the guidance of 
bo wise a tutor, he soon made a surprising ad­
vancement in the matter of his studies. The sub­
ject of primitive history, or the antiquity of his 
race, was made the theme of interesting consider­
ation and remark, and he considered it os the
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sourco from which was to be derived much valua­
ble information.

ltis  stubborn regard for the ancients often 
caused him serious disputes and difficulties; and 
it is related that upon one occasion, when only in 
his sixteenth year of age, he came very near los­
ing his life in consequence of engaging in a dis­
cussion— concerning certain Chinese books which 
treated of the subject of antiquity— with a bigoted 
person of high rank and quality, who insisted that 
they were obscure, and unworthy of the time em­
ployed in their consideration. “ The books which 
you despise,” said Confucius, “  arc full of profound 
knowledge, which is not to be obtained without 
desire ancl tire relinquishment of unwise preju­
dice. The subordination of spirits by which the 
ignorant arc made dependent upon the cohorts of 
the Imperial Register, may seem best to the sor­
did and indifferent, but to the liberal and the just, 
however poor, the righteousness of ancient sim­
plicity and sobriety is no longer a question of 
doubt. Only a short time since, an ordinary per­
son with whom I  was in conversation expressed 
similar sentiments to those which you have uttered. 
A t that I was not surprised; but I am astonished 
that ono of your rank and learning should qualify 
your opinions as one of the lowest of the people.”

Confucius was subject to reprehension for his 
conversation with a peer of tho realm, in tho light 
of individual impertinence, and was threatened 
with severe penalties if he persisted in a continu­
ance of such discussions.

A t tho ago of nineteen he received tho ap­
pointment of inspector of the corn-marts, and be­
came very much distinguished by the manifesta­
tion of great industry and energy in suppressing
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4*4 dhb>«e*Jy In trade, and l>y the timely 
o f  dcslrnblo order and integrity into 

*H iS* r< lations over which he held con-

At the ago of nineteen years, ho was married; 
Nit »f the mil of four years released himself from 
tit*!«»f«fliilal life, as it is said, that ho might bo 
f#«* all household incumbrnnocs and conncc- 
«»mm, and at liberty to propngato his already 
widely Limnn philosophy throughout the empire. 
Me h rervirtcil, hv his biographers, to have lived 
eifjtentr IIr with ftis wife while it was her happi- 
i» ; i  to be his consort, and refused himself the 
p u ih g o  of keeping concubines, which was then 
the tomuDii custom of his country, because lie 
NIuMrd it objectionable in tho light of a wise un- 
rf'rittn ling of Nature's intention.

( ’•infurHi* received the nppointment of inspect­
or **ntial of pastures nnd Hocks; and tho result 
af tho j i lirious measures which lie instituted to 

the production of live stock, which was 
l i t a  *n imporUut nnd profitable occupation for 
tSs Ktibsudman, and a direct source of revenue 
*» tie  gomnincut, was clearly manifest in the 
tw j-re irruri! an 1 progress made in the cultivation 

\h« e.^mtry, and in the condition of the people. 
t u  rsV.brr of our moral hero died when he 

irii* in hU tsiirnty third year; and, owing to his 
re-ir 1 for her, and the ancestral fam- 

i f  which she derived her name, he allowed 
?l»t •’trrn h e  grief to interfero for a timo with the 
d-iwhfgB cf bi« administrative duties; and finally, 
in i-Wdievse Jo a well-considered determination 

tei*!. to  resigned the functions of his ollicc 
Atle^cisher, and g e e  hi maid f up to solemn rctirc- 
tarM, which was tho first important act marking
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fraud and dishonesty in trade, and by the timely 
introduction of desirable order and integrity into 
all the business relations over which he held con­
trol.

A t the age of nineteen years, he was married; 
but at the end of four years released himself from 
matrimonial life, as it is said, that he might be 
free from all household incumbrances and connec­
tions, and at liberty to propagate his already 
widely-known philosophy throughout the empire. 
He is reported, by his biographers, to have lived 
contentedly with his wife while it was her happi­
ness to be his consort, and refused himself the 
privilege of keeping concubines, which was then 
the common custom of his country, because he 
believed it objectionable in the light of a wise un­
derstanding of Hature’s intention.

Cegfucius received the appointment of inspect­
or-general of pastures and flocks; and the result 
of the judicious measures which he instituted to 
regulate the production of live stock, which was 
then an important and profitable occupation for 
the husbandman, and a direct source of revenue 
to the government, was clearly manifest in the 
improvement and progress made in the cultivation 
of the country, and in the condition of the people.

The mother of our moral hero died when he 
was in his twenty-third year; and, owing to his 
affectionate regard for her, and the ancestral fam­
ily from which she derived her name, he allowed 
his excessive grief to interfere for a time with the 
discharge of Ins administrative duties; and finally, 
in obedience to a well-considered determination 
of mind, he resigned the functions of his office 
altogether, and gave himself up to solemn retire­
ment, which was the first important act marking
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his career as a pure-minded and honest philoso­
pher.

In conformity to a custom which had long heen 
licld in derision by many of his countrymen, and 
which had been derived from very remote periods, 
he made the ceremony of the burial of his mother 
the occasion of great splendor, as well as solem­
nity, a deviation from the prevailing quiet method, 
which struck his courtiers and fellow-citizens with 
equal wonder and astonishment, hut which they 
appeared better satisfied to accept than to reject. 
A n d ,' as a consequence of their satisfaction, it 
soon became the habit of tho people to honor tho 
interment of tho dead with ostentatious display, 
in accordance with ancient rites and ceremonies. 
Thus the example which ho offered in his native 
province, being made tho subject of general sur­
prise and remark, was soon'accepted by all tho 
neighboring States, and eventually became the 
custom of tho whole nation, with tho exception of 
the more indigent classes, and has continued to 
be the practice up to the present time.

Confucius, having gained considerable knowl­
edge in regard to antiquities, and, having formed 
an extensive acquaintance with men, began to be 
accepted as a wise authority in regard to the past, 
and as such, ventured to communicate his opin­
ions to the people. Ho advocated the necessity 
of ceremonial homage, and a manifestation of 
kindly respect for the departed, either in tho 
dwelling-house of tho mourners, or at the place of 
burial. From his recognition and recommenda­
tion of this ancestral usage, sprang tho anni­
versary feasts which have ever since distinguished 
the Chinese as a nation.

During tho three years subsequent to the death
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of his mother, ho passed his time in close con­
finement and solitude, and engaged in the pursuit 
of philosophic studies. "While thus retired from 
the trials, troubles, and business cares, which had 
devolved upon him in his performance of public 
obligations, he is said to have thoroughly reflected 
unon tho subject of moral precepts and princi­
ples, tracing them to their source as divinely in­
stituted, regarding them as cxampled in nature, 
and inseparably associated therewith as the holy  
expression of the Omnific Being, whose wiso pur­
poses could only bo known as deeply inlaid in tho 
incessant activities and material evidences of out­
ward existence.

Feeling imbued with these opinions, and enter­
taining a comprehensive sense o f tho duties and 
requirements which they indiscriminately impose 
upon nil m en ; and, being impressed with a con­
viction of the necessity o f aiding his countrymen 
to a more perfect knowledge o f the “ better way 
of life," ho concluded to mako them the unvary­
ing rulo and essential motive of all his action s; 
nnd, ns a consequence of such determination, his 
career was ever after marked by practical illus­
trations o f the ethical system  of philosophy which 
ho taught.

A t tno present time all tho kingdoms o f tho 
Chineso empire repose upon the rulo o f the em ­
peror. B ut, during tho time of Confucius, every  
provinco was nn independent State, being gov­
erned by laws o f its own choice, nnd by a princo  
of its own selection. H ence it not unfrcquently  
happened that the imperial authority proved in ­
sufficient to keep them within the sphere o f their  
allegiance, ami to the perform ance o f those m u­
tual duties and obligations w hich the Jtepublican
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State owes to the head of the nation. And more 
especially was this the case at the time of -which 
we speak, owing to tho existence of that luxuri* 
ousness of hahit, lovo of plcasuro, and general 
dissoluteness of manners, which prevailed in the 
several courts of the interior provinces.

Confucius, being wisely persuaded that the peo­
ple could never be happy so long as avarice, am­
bition, voluptuousness, and false policy, reigned 
among them, resolved to advocate a, rigid system 
of morality; and, consequently, he commenced 
to instruct them in the noble precepts qf philos­
ophy which ho so deeply cherished. Ho inspired 
his followers with a love for temperance, sobriety, 
justice, and other virtues, a contempt for riches 
and outward pomp, and induced them to fashion 
their lives to accord with a more acceptable mag­
nanimity of mind. Ho everywhere objected to 
the practice of dissimulation and insincerity, and 
used all the means at his command to redeem his 
people from a life of pleasure and extremeisms. 
He was everywhere well received, and as univers­
ally beloved. Ilis extensive knowledge and great 
wisdom enabled him to cope with his adversaries, 
and his integrity, and tho splendor of his virtues, 
secured him that acceptance and respect which ho 
had little anticipated. Kings were governed by 
his counsel, and the people reverenced him as a 
saint. Ho was favored with several high offices 
in the magistracy of government, but never ac­
cepted them from a motive of personal ambition 
or preferment, but always with a view of reform­
ing a corrupt State, and amending the laws of his 
country, for the purpose of improving the condi­
tion of its people ; a fact made doubly certain by • 
his resignation of those offices as soon as ho per-



«r*v»tf4 «haS HU im lc o  thorcin trns no longer ubc- 
tv i >** iftf-M. Ho corrected mnnv frauds and 

it» t ie  ittercitnlilo trntle, and reduced the
an.'I measure# provided for tlio sale of the 

n i > r wr - d u c M of the soil ton fixed and uniform 
»!*>- Ho Inculcated fidelity and candor

tnen, oil needful to nil happy social rela­
tor-*, and exhorted tho women to chastity and 
♦ v |h '-  iT of manners. lly  methods thus em­
p tie d . It? succeeded in producing a general 
i d  ttu f'," , mi l establishing such concord and 

f feeling and opinion, that the people 
i f  tV» »ho!« kingdom seemed imbued with a 

respect for just and noble principles, 
h'̂ -tne of tho neighboring princes began to man- 

symptom# of decided jealous}', believing that 
iJfc* r-ep<ror, under the counsels of such a man 
<w foafaHtt*. would soon render himself too pow- 
rsfol, m  agjin't the local interests of the magis- 
!»»«'* of the nation, and ns a supporter of thoso 
rtulUal Icaptotetncnl# and chnngcs in the laws of 
th# Und, which they regarded as obnoxious and 
Ltteeui*, and which they feared might be recom- 
Isw’adc l and too hastily urged upon the people of 
tfc»? States. Alarmed at this condition of
aStir*, and knowing that the sympathies of the king 
wmr* to tho decisions of Confucius, tho
jpsowBrfr*' of T»i, being a man of artful political 
fcaaf.&xikib*, and much opposed to progressive rc- 
& m f, m«!r«d to am-mldo his ministers, and take 
to *  f  :t*i (nation tho question of the important 
fkucjfwi which wern being cfTectcd throughout tho 
snrtour, am) to thereby determine whether some 

might not he ndopted to stay their

5*
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ceived that his service therein was no longer use- 
ful to them. He corrected many frauds and 
abuses in the mercantile trade, and reduced the 
weights and measures provided for the sale of the 
various products of the soil to a fixed and uniform 
standard. He inculcated fidelity and candor 
among men, as needful to all happy social rela­
tions, and exhorted the .women to chastity and 
simplicity of manners. By methods thus em­
ployed, he succeeded in producing a general 
reformation, and establishing such concord and 
unanimity of feeling and opinion, that the people 
of the whole kingdom seemed imbued with a 
higher respect for just and noble principles.

Some of the neighboring princes began to man- 
fest symptoms of decided jealousy, believing that 
the emperor, under the counsels of such a man 
as Confucius, would soon render himself too pow­
erful, as against the local interests of the magis­
trates of the nation, and as a supporter of those 
radical improvements and changes in the laws of 
the land, which they regarded as obnoxious and 
insecure, and which they feared might be recom­
mended and too hastily urged upon the people of 
the several States. Alarmed at this condition of 
affairs, and knowing that the sympathies of the king 
were confided to the decisions of Confucius, the 
governor of Tsi, being a man of artful political 
inclinations, and much opposed to progressive re­
forms, resolved to assemble his ministers, and take 
into consideration the question of the important 
changes which were being effected throughout the 
country, and to thereby determine whether some 
measures might not be adopted to stay their 
progress.
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The assembly was called, and after long and 
serious deliberation, resolved upon the following 
contompLiblo and debasing expedient, as the only 
means left them by which to thwart the continu­
ally-increasing influence and power of the advanc­
ing politico-moral philosophy: They employed
the services of a large number of young and 
beautiful syrens, who had received instruction 
from their infancy in the arts of singing and 
dancing, and who were complete mistresses of all 
the charms and accomplishments which might at­
tract attention and captivate the heart. Under 
the pretext of an embassy, these coquettish Chi­
nese Bayaderes were presented to the king of Lu, 
and to the grandees of his couyt, and were re­
ceived with marked favor and respect. The art­
ful machinations conceived and projected in the 
council convened by Tsi,,wero thus early brought 
to public notice, and in a great measure succeeded 
in staying the advancement of those redemptory 
principles which were everywhere being accepted 
with such favor by the people. The duties per­
taining to the administration of government were 
soon neglected, and little was thought of, with the 
exception of inventing additional pleasures, and 
means of entertaining fair strangers. In short, 
nothing was regarded, for some months, but feast­
ing, dancing, and shows; and the court of the 
kingdom of Lu became wholly involved in luxury 
and pleasure.

Confucius had foreseen all this, and endeavored 
to thwart the accomplishment of so injurious ail 
example, by advising the king to object to the in­
auguration of so low and debasing a series of fes­
tivities ; and ho earnestly labored to expose the 
delusion which had been imposed upon him and
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hi* courtiers, and ondcnvorcd, by every honest 
weans to bring them buck to tiio exercise of rca- 
eon and their duty, Jlut passion reigned trium­
phant ; ntnl nil bin efforts to redeem them from 
the mischief into which they had but too willingly 
fallen, proved wholly useless and ineffectual. 1'ho 
honor nnd severity of the philosopher were obliged 
to yield to the overbearing fashion of the court, 
controlled us it was by the unjust plans and con­
nivance of the bitterest enemies of reform. Con- 
kidering his own safety and happiness, therefore, 
he immediately released himself from his employ- 

, m> n!. and, leaving his native State, sought to find 
in other kingdoms, minds and dispositions better 
j repnred to accept and ndvocato his moral doc­
trines

lie  journeyed through tho provinces of Inin, 
tiuei, and T hou ; but meeting with unexpected dif- 
ftrulties, and finding many obstacles in the way of 
hi* success, lie realized the inability of man to 
hastily fashion the inclinations of a people to suit 
the heller purposes of human life. As a natural 
rmsequenee of tho indifference manifested bymany 
«.f the nobility, and the temporarily-increasing tend­
ency in certain quarters to suppress the advance­
ment of free thought and liberal principles, as 
well tv* tho growing disposition to engage in de­
structive j 'ensures and amusements, disruptions, 
ttireMi'*!!*, wars, and tumults, soon raged tlirough- 
< vt the empire,

T hu* t ‘ -n fu c tu i w as m ad e nw nro th a t ,  fo r  a  
l i v e ,  th e  p ro p a g a tio n  or h is  c h e r ish e d  p h ilo s o p h y  
v  *i»U W  a tte n d e d  w ith  m a n y  tr ia ls  a n d  d ifficu l­
t y  *, M en  g a v e  th e m se lv e s  n o  tim e  to  l i s t e n  to  

Is**  b in**  o f  th e ir  m ora l m a ste r  or h is  fo l lo w -  
f f s .  Ijv U e  1, th ey  lm d no p r e fe r e n c e  fo r  so  d o in g ,
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las courtiers, and endeavored, by every honest 
means to- bring them back to the exercise of rea­
son and their duty. But passion reigned trium­
phant; and all his efforts to redeem them from 
the mischief into which they had but too willingly 
fallen, proved wholly useless and ineffectual. The 
honor and severity of the philosopher were obliged 
to yield to the overbearing fashion of the court, 
controlled as it was by the unjust plans and con­
nivance of the bitterest enemies of reform. Con­
sidering his own safety and happiness, therefore, 
he immediately released himself from his employ­
ment, and, leaving his native State, sought to find 
in other kingdoms, minds and dispositions better 
prepared to accept and advocate his moral doc­
trines.

He journeyed through the provinces of Lun, 
Guci, and Tson; but meeting with unexpected dif­
ficulties, and finding many obstacles, in the way of 
his success, he realized the inability' of man to 
hastily fashion the inclinations of a people to suit 
the better purposes of human life. As a natural 
consequence of the indifference manifested bymany 
of the nobility, and the temporarily-increasing tend­
ency in certain quarters to suppress the advance­
ment of free thought and liberal principles, as 
well as the growing disposition to engage in de­
structive pleasures and amusements, disruptions, 
rebellions, ware, and tumults, soon raged through­
out the empire.

Thus Confucius was made aware that, for a 
time, the propagation of his cherished philosophy 
would be attended with many trials and difficul­
ties. Men gave themselves no time to listen to 
the teachings of their moral master or his follow­
ers. Indeed, they had no preference for so doing,
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being rather inclined to worldly ambition, avarice, 
and corrupt manners. lienee he often met with 
ill-treatment, abuse, and reproachful language^ at 
the hands of the populace, who were urged on in 
their malicious conduct, and evil purposes, by the 
ruling magistrates and the more immediate officers 
of their appointment.

To such an extent, at one time, were these in­
trigues carried, that it is historically certain that 
very serious conspiracies were formed against his 
l ife ; to which may be added the fact that his de­
terminate purpose to advocate the moral senti­
ments which lie deemed essential to the welfare of 
the people, and advance his principles of philoso­
phy throughout the empire oF his native continent, 
had necessitated unlooked-for expenditures; and 
in tho absence of a proper attention to his indi­
vidual interests, he had become reduced to tho cx- 
tremest poverty. Some philosophers among his 
cotcmporarics were so affected by this terrible 
state of affairs, that they rusticated themselves 
into tho mountains and deserts as the only places 
whero they could secure peace and happiness. 
Confucius was many times requested to follow 
their example, and retire from the confusion and 
insecurity which surrounded him. But, “ l a m a  
man, said he, “ and cannot exclude myself from the 
society of men, to consort with wild beasts. Bad 
as the times arc, I  shall do all I  can to recall men 
to virtue; for in virtue we may find safety and 
repose; and if  mankind would earnestly embrace 
it, and submit themselves to its disciplining influ­
ence, they would need no instruction from me or 
any one else, to aid them in securing that hoped- 
for wisdom and felicity which cancels every mis­
chief and misery in life.” “ It is the duty of
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rm jr tflsn," continued ho, “ first to perfect him- 
*wlf, »n 4 then l« old in perfecting others. Human 

fame to u* ns nn unavoidable inheritance; 
in it only in the subjugation of our evil pas- 

and ^moralizing propensities, that we arc 
enabled to find that happy and harmonious condi­
tion o f  life which wo all ho much dcsiro to enjoy, 
and which i« the only real security against social 
wrong*, personal injustice, or national distrust. 
l<ore your neighbor as yourself. Let reason be 
the guide and rule of your conduct. Speak pru- 
Untlr, and behave worthily, upon all occasions, 

end [ft your example bo so set before all men, 
that their approval of it may hold them to a lovo 
i f Is* practical continuance ; and the cause of our 
.{miiair and disagreement will be obliterated, whilo 
well to-do inclinations ami individual progress will 
mark our peace ami prosperity, .and guarantee us 
lhat satisfaction in the hucccss of our teachings, 
•which, in the present disordered social state, it is 
ns impossible to secure ns it is unwiso to oxpcct.” 

Thus, although ho had withdrawn himself from 
Lingn and palaces, ho did not cense to travel about 
the country as a teacher nnd adviser of the peo­
ple. Ills disciples were chiefly confined to the 
nobilitr, nnd tho social circles of the educated 
and aristocratic, although lie had numerous adher­
ent# among the lower classes.

lie  is said to have had seven thousand disciples 
who were earnest advocates and exemplars of hia 
moral doctrines; and seventy-two of this number 
wrre distinguished above the rest by their superior 
tiuinmentii, while twelve were particularly noted 
f yt thnr comprehensive views and more perfect 
1 mo* ledge of nil the details of his philosophy, 
l ie  divided liifi disciples into four classes, who in-
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forested themselves—respectively in accordance 
•with their capacity-—in the propagation of tho 
moral doctrines which ho everywhere enunciated. 
The first class were advised to improve their minds 
by meditation, and purify their hearts by virtue, 
and thereby fashion a righteous example for tho 
benefit of others. The second class were to cul­
tivate the faculty of reason, making their lives 
conform to the decisions of logical inference, as 
presented in tho practical requirements of life, 
and tho arguments of elegant and persuasive dis­
course. The study of the third class was to be 
confined to an understanding and explanation of 
the rules of good government, that the Mandarins 
might bo instructed in the duties pertaining to 
public affairs, and fill their oflicc3 with trust and 
honor. The fourth class were concerned in the 
advocacy of the principles of morality, and their 
delivery to the common people in a concise and 
acceptable form. These were tho zealous disci­
ples, of the least number, who were regarded as 
the wise apostles of the Confucian school, and 
who linked their career in closest unity of purpose 
with that of its distinguished founder.

Six hundred of his disciples were dispatched 
into various portions of tho empire at different 
times, to reform tho prevailing objectionable man­
ners of the populace. And, not satisfied with 
benefiting his own country, he contemplated the 
propagation of his opinions in foreign lands ; but, 
owing to tho difficulty of interpreting his thoughts 
into tho language of other nations, his advancing 
years, and other timely reasons, these projected 
schemes seem to have ultimated in no practical 
benefit to himself or others, and were soon forgot­
ten in view of the many duties which accumulated
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!i lib fesailt, sw the father of iho most worthy 
tUtti e#9*,*r'l [ihit «M>jdiy developed during tho car- 
hr* SwtkkU of (Jhiucato history, or over known to 
atr-Vied.

Tb* life of C ’onfnciu* is innrked by tlic purest 
g>t tHlca! habits, and nothing limy be rubied to tho 
j u l, raoral principles which ho represented in his 

dealings with men. In his advocacy of 
**ww» precepts,” he scctncd to speak rather as 
»h wjW'ticni of n studied system of morality than 
®* aw inspired teacher or revelator; and, although 
hit ideal oT practical justice and morality were as 
p-f* an l pcife ct as any tliat were ever uttered by 
ill* Mg''* of the past, it is not our province to 
determine how far or how much of his teachings 

to he regarded as intuitive, or attributable to 
“ Influx of thought " from interior or psychologic 
*<M«rcc#. In his rigorous abstemiousness, in his 
jprroi sobriety and solemnity of manners, in his 
Mtstainpt of riches, and what arc commonly de- 
fXKahiaicd tho “ goods of life,” and in his con- 
stfiu.il attention .and watchfulness over his own 
anions and conduct, nnd, above all, in his cxcecd- 
iei* humility, modesty, nnd courtesy, Confucius 
«stidi conspicuous as the unyielding moral phil- 
M epher is ho has no equal in the annals of na­
tional history, and who is worthily entitled to tho 
credit of being regarded as tho most acceptable 
nilntittic teacher of wise opinions whom tho 
* ?M has ever known.

In his life In' was ever a sorrowing child of 
e iitir;#’, nnd was freipiently known to weep over 

mntihcH and follies of mankind. During the 
Utut put of bii earthly career, lie became most 
•b'fptT *id'b‘!nd and dejected, owing to the im- 
ponojtr.liiy of succeeding to tho extent of his do-
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upon his hands, as the father of the most worthy 
and noted philosophy developed during the ear­
lier periods of Chinese history, or ever known to 
mankind.

The life of Confucius is marked by the purest 
practical habits, and nothing may be added to the 
just, moral principles which he represented in his 
daily dealings with men. In has advocacy of' 
“ wise precepts,” he seemed to speak rather as 
an exponent of a studied system of morality than 
as an inspired teacher or revelator; and, although 
his ideas of practical justice and morality were as 
pure and perfect as anythat were ever uttered by 
the sages of the past, it is not our province to 
determine how far or how much of his teachings 
are to be regarded as intuitive, or attributable to 
“ influx of thought ” from interior or psychologic 
sources. In his rigorous abstemiousness, in his 
great sobriety and solemnity of manners, in hiB 
contempt of riches, and what are commonly de­
nominated the “ goods of life,” and in his con­
tinual attention .and watchfulness over his own 
actions and conduct, and, above all, in his exceed­
ing humility, modesty, and courtesy, Confucius 
stands conspicuous as the unyielding moral phil- 
osopher-who has no equal in the annals of na­
tional history, and who is worthily entitled to the 
credit of being regarded as the most acceptable 
axiomatic teacher of wise opinions whom the 
world has ever known.

In his life he was ever a sorrowing child of 
nature, and was frequently known to weep over 
the mistakes and follies of mankind. During the 
latter part of his earthly career, he became most 
deeply saddened and dejected, owing to the im­
possibility of succeeding to the extent of his de-
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sire in arousing his countrymen from the immoral 
languor into which they had fallen as a result of 
umviso counsel, evil rulers, and the discords which 
then prevailed throughout the empire.

A  few days before his final illness, he remarked 
to his disciples, with tears in his eyes, that he 
was considerably unhappy in consequence of the 
disorders which existed in his native land. “ The 
evidences,” said he, “ of my effort to remove the 
mischievous hindrances to human advancement 
and progress are little regarded, and the moral 
principles which we have labored so earnestly to 
make the aegis of social defense, and the standard of 
good government, are, for . the time being, in a 
great measure placed under the ban of artful sur­
veillance. The kings reject my maxims; and 
since I am no longer useful to my kinsmen, I 
pray to be released from further cares and trials. 
And as I feel my indebtedness to nature, I  expe­
rience no greater happiness than when contem­
plating the prospect of my speedy release from 
the present solicitous condition of cxistcndc.”

Confucius grew weaker day by day, until at 
length he completely failed of his bodily strength, 
and, becoming lethargic, slept himself into un­
consciousness of outward life, dying in the year 
478 b. o., in the seventy-third year of his age.

When Nagi-cong, who was then the ruling sov­
ereign in the kingdom of Lu, first heard of his 
death, it is said that he could not restrain his 
inclination to weep. “ The Tien is not satisfied 
with me,” said he, “  since it has taken away my 
Confucius.” Immediately after his demise, and 
surprising as it may appear in view of the demor­
alization of his cotemporaries, Confucius began to 
be lamented, and his name, which was on every



25Lift- o f Confucius.

liMigno, was adorned with goldon commendation. 
Temples wore Boon built in the several provinces 
to nccommodato llio learned who gathered therein 
ot stated Bensons to pay him that homage which 
was justly duo to his great wisdom and exceeding 
gonifness. Upon many edifices raised to his 
honor in the empire are characteristic inscriptions 
in the symbols of tho Chinese language, which 
are dedicatory, and signify, “ To tho Wise Teach­
er," “ To the Noblo Sage,”' “ To tho Blessed 
Saint," “ To tbc Tutor of Emperor and Kings," 
anil “ To tho Honored Itcndcrcr of Moral Pre­
cepts." Ili3 sepulcher was raised near the city of 
Kco-fou, on tho banks of tho river Su, whero his 
inclinations led him to assemble his disciples 
runny times during the period of his life, for the

[turnoso of deliberation, consultation, and tho 
iirthcranco, of that ^ood work which had engaged 

his undivided attention for so many years.
Confucius wns a reformer of tho most positive 

ichool; and his system of philosophy is the most 
deeply imbedded in, ns well n3 the most faithful 
expression of, tho Chinese mind. Ilis great am­
bition was confined to the re-establishment of the 
religion of his ancestors, which he regarded as 
puri* and exemplary; and in this opinion he was 
well unstained by the evidences which had been 
transmitted through many generations, from the 
time of tho rnonarchiul reign of Iloang-ti, up­
ward of two thousand years boforo tho Christian 
era.

1 ILs teachings are justly entitled to the merit 
of being considered as compounded of worthy 
religious sentiments and well-organized philosoph­
ical considerations, including a vein of spiritual 
thought as based upon logical deductions and in-
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Terence, presented in the Jan-za of nature. 
His system was more confined to social and polit­
ical interests and requirements, and to the imme­
diate wants' and needs of his people and his 
country, than to the inculcation of the theological 
tenets. In fact, his belief concerning the future 
life and the demands of the spiritual part of man, 
were questions more regarded as a matter for pri­
vate reflection and the decisions of individual 
judgment, than as subjects of special and of ma­
lignant debate. l ie  attached no personality to 
Deity as disconnected with the manifestations of 
na ture, and in his effort to fathom the mysteries 
associated with the existence of God, ho resolved 
to consider the subject of his being as inscrutiblc 
as it was infallible. The all-pervading element of 
divine life, which was the cause of the ever-pres­
ent law, order, and intelligence,'displayed in the 
creations of the outward world, was denominated 
Sbang-te, which literally signifies the essence, 
or, in other words, the Spirit of Omnipotence, as 
conditioned in, and exhibited through, tho instru­
mentality of the material elements and compounds 
of the visiblo universe; and the Tien, or firmament, 
was supposed to be the external emblem or coun­
terpart of lii3 being.

Confucius employed language which would 
seem to imply that Bhang-tc possessed a majestic 
intelligence, and exercised a noble authority in 
his government; and he is represented as impos­
ing a corrective influence, which some have inter­
preted to signify direct punishment for evil-doing, 
lint which, talcing the common explanation of the 
best educated Cliinesc scholars, is rendered in a 
very different sense, and would involve redemption 
through the trials, tribulations, and lessons of life.
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Ilia thoughts were confined to an indefinite con­
ception of mini's immortality; and while lie be­
lieved in the existence of angels or intercessory 
spirit'!, his knowledge of the real relation of the 
interior to tlie external world, seems to have been 
limited or obscured by his greater attention to th a t  
nliiloophy or system of moral teachings, which 
lie regarded as more directly essential or applica­
ble to the demands of human life, l i e  recognized 
the future, not as demanding our fear or humilia­
tion, hut ra ther our love and reverence; and our 
tran-'uiundanc interests he held as stric tly  condi- 
tionc 1 in immortal success, or that life which wa3 
hoped for, or presumed to be held in abeyance of 
divine purpose.

Confucius may only bo considered as a wise 
moralist, who was ever inclined to bo ju s t; and to 
represent that fullness of manly habit which is 
gel loin a characteristic of men. Unlike Christ or 
the npivitles he entrenched himself in the deep 
channels of Nature’s outward demands, in the ad­
vocacy of needed reforms, rather than appeal to 
th" spiritual or future interests of the soul, as a 
gnurec of human improvement. The abstract idea, 
which formerly found a prominent place in human 
belief, of a creation organized out of nothing, by 
an infinite nml eternal being, with the object, that 
his greatness and glory might bo seen and known, 
in the magnificence of all eternal symbols, by those 
intelligent creatures whom in his condescension ho 
lmd deigned to create, is unknown to tire G'on- 
fuc'uti system of ethical doctrines. l ie  considered 
nature ns n self poised, self-sustaining mechanism, 
ftuprmloii ‘ in its interests, and perfect in its dc- 
idgn for the accompli limniit of those ultimate ends 
intended in its organic construction. ILo had in-
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dubitable confidence in Nature, and believed that 
the existence of all things was secured in a flux 
and reflux of form from all eternity, and were 
fashioned by laws permanently adherent in matter, 
or indissolubly associated therewith.

Thus it was his penchant to regard nature as well 
worthy of sincere and conscientious thought, and 
its invisible Author as a pervading element of 
life, existing in all objects to the desirable end of 
those diversified relations which are everywhere 
manifest to the observant senses. Those idealistic 
considerations which are so characteristic of minds 
particularly imbued with spiritual comprehension, 
were cither less prominently marked as a peculi­
arity of his mental organization; or else as a con­
sequence of the multiplied demands mado upon 
his time, as an exponent of moral principles, he 
hedged in those thoughts which are wont to wan­
der through eternity, and, repudiating all specula­
tive opinions, confined himself more strictly to the 
establishment of those axiomatic rules, which aro 
the foundation of his ever-practical philosophy.

His chief labor was given to an effort to call the 
minds of men to an improved condition of social 
and political life. “  I  teach you,” said Confucius, 
“  only those things which with diligence you might 
learn yourselves; the recognition of the three fun­
damental laws of relation between subject and sov­
ereign, father and child, husband and w ife; and 
the five capital virtues—universal charity, impar­
tial justice, conformity to ceremonies and estab­
lished usages, rectitude of heart and mind, and 
pure sincerity.”

The Confucian system of moral edicts required 
a strict observance of appointed obligations, and a 
cultivation of kindly sympathies and sentiments.
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Tho grant virtues of charity, justice, and sincerity, 
wero regarded ns the only needful religion, secur­
ing to the individual, peace, contentment, and hap­
piness, upon earth, and safety from harmful mo­
lestation in the life of the future.

Instead of entertaining objections to spiritual 
faith nnd discipline, as modcrnly understood, and 
os has been asserted by one of bis biographers, if 
nut more, the probabilities are that in the absence 
of nil knowledge of Christianity, which in truth 
had no existence until five hundred years subse­
quent to the time of Confucius, he taught the most 
pi rfect system of philosophy which his understand­
ing enabled him to present, as a comprehensive 
observer of men and nature, unprovided with mod­
ern experience or scientific aids. And while his 
mural teachings may not, as they do not in the 
opinion of many, reach the wants and demands of 
our present spiritual condition, we arc quite cer­
tain that, ns a golden opportunity, the axiomatic 
nliool of Confucian precepts furnishes an ineen- 
ti\o to the promotion of every desirable good in 
human character, nnd leaves but littlo room for 
the qualification of tlioso privileges which apper­
tain to the pursuit of a just and noble life.

“ Just as I am compelled to accept the mani­
festations nnd phenomena of the universe as sub- 
►tintinl facts, although I am incompetent to fathom 
the mystery of their origin; so am I  obliged to 
observe and receive the phenomena of mind in the 
imno light of consideration. We find good and 
e\ il, wisdom and ignorance, not only in contrast 
a* between man and man, hut as well in our indi- 
1 i hi it diam eters; the samo man is both good and 
t> I, wi'c and unwise. It is impossible to avoid 
ibeio distinctions. The principle of righteousness
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is infiltrated in all nature, and we arc forced to 
recognize it as a paramount and redemptory power. 
Tlic nil-abounding laws of creation, concerning 
which wo know but little more than that they are 
realities, .are governed by its influence, and yield 
to its control. It is unsafe to entertain mean or 
deceitful thoughts; for when we offend our own 
honor, or deride our own consciences, we immolate 
our better conceptions of goodness, justice, and 
truth.”

Confucius inculcated simple, yet comprehensive 
rules of life, making them alike applicable to pri­
vate, as to public requirements. “ Let all men,” 
said he, “ fashion their lives to accord with the 
sacred maxims, and make them applicable to the 
domestic circles wherein they arc the responsible 
advisers; and let them render to the imperial sov­
ereign, who acts as the father of his people, that 
filial recognition and obedience which is privately 
demanded by them of their children. IVc should 
love, abide by, and honor, tho emperor, as it is 
his custom to love, respect, and venerate, his an­
cestors ; for, by so doing, we are assured of inter­
nal peace, social order, and national tranquillity.”

Confucius advocated and favored a system of 
general education; and as a result of plans and 
measures instituted under his counsel, self-sup­
porting schools w'crc organized throughout the 
limits of the empire, wherein the moral max­
ims of tho philosopher were taught, and are still 
imparted as needful to the success of good gov­
ernment and human happiness.

Confucianism appeals to “ practical men.” It 
indorses and esteems those virtues which arc be­
c o m i n g  in the habits and manners of all citizens. 
1.1 i Is industry, sobriety, gentlemanly decorum,



3 1L ife o f Confucius.

nm l th o u g h tfu ln e s s . I t  r e c o g n iz e s  to le r a tio n  o f  
r e lig io u s  o p in io n s , a n d  c o u n se ls  m en  to  e n g a g e  in  
r e lig io u s  se r v ic e  as e s ta b lish e d  fro m  tim o  im m e ­
m oria l, an d  a s a  so u rce  o f  p ie t y  a n d  r e s p e c t  to  
th e  D iv in o  B e in g .  I t  te a c h e s  tlie  e x is t e n c e  o f  
g  n ii, or sp ir its , a n d  r eco m m en d s sa c r if ic ia l r e g a r d  
to  th e ir  in t e r e s t ; a s  to  w o rsh ip  th e m  is  d e m a n d e d , 
ns p art o f  a  n e e d fu l so le m n iz a t io n , b e a r in g  o n  ouv  
e x is te n c e  a s in h e r ito r s  o f  e te r n a l l i f e .

S o o n  a fte r  th e  d e a th  o f  C o n fu c iu s , h is  p h ilo s ­
o p h y  w as a d o p ted  a s th e  S ta t e  r e lig io n , a n d  h is  
in ix im s  w ere  g r a d u a lly  in c o r p o r a te d  in to  th e  la w s  
o f  h is  n a t iv e  la n d . T h e  e n tir e  l i t e r a r y  c la s s  in  
C h in a  so o n  a c c e p te d  h is  s y s te m , a n d  in te r e s te d  
th en i'se lvcs in  th e  p r o p a g a tio n  o f  th e  p r in c ip le s  
w hich  h e  ta u g h t , l i e  d id  n o t tr u s t  a lto g e th e r  to  
th e  m em ory  o f  h is  fo llo w ers  fo r  th e  p r e se r v a t io n  
o f  h is  d o c tr in e s , h u t b eca m e  th e  a u th o r  o f  s e v e r a l  
h o o k s, w h ich  w ere  g r e a t ly  a d m ired  b y  h is  c o u n tr y ­
m en for th e  fine m ora l s e n t im e n ts  w h ic h  t h e y  co n ­
ta in e d , a n d  w h ich  th e ir  a u th o r , fro m  m o t iv e s  o f  
m o d e sty , w as d is in c lin e d  to  r e c e iv e  a n y  c r e d it  fo r . 
l i e  v e r y  in g e n io u s ly  a v o id e d  a c c e p t in g  th e  m e r it  
o f  th e  a u th o r sh ip  o f  th e  p r e c e p ts  w h ic h  h e  ta u g h t ,  
b y  s a y in g  th a t th e y  w e r e  o f  a n c ie n t  o r ig in , a n d  
that ho h ad  d on o  n o th in g  m o re  th a n  to  c o lle c t  
th em  from  th e  w ise  tr a n s la to r s , Y a o  an d  C h u n , 
who liv ed  fifteen  h u n d red  y e a r s  b e fo ro  h is  t im e .

T h e  n u m b er o f  c la s s ic a l  or c a n o n ic a l b o o k s  
w h ich  h e  co m p o sed , is  f iv e ;  a n d  t h e y  arc  h e ld  in  
tin' h ig h e s t e s te e m , as c o n ta in in g  a  xvisc c o m p ila ­
tion  o f  a n c ie n t la w s, m a n n ers , c u sto m s, a n d  p r a c ­
tice s, and  are lo o k ed  upon  as th o  m o st p e r fe c t  
rub o f  g o v ern m en t. T h e  first is  c a lle d  th e  T ih -  
L ifig , and is  a tr e a t ise  on  e th ic s . T h e  se c o n d  is  
th e  S h u  k in g , an d  c o n s is ts  o f  a  h is to r y  o f  th o
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d e lib e r a t io n s , or a d v is o r y  c o u n c ils , w h ic h  occurred  
b e tw e e n  Y u -o u , S h u n , a n d  o th e r  p e r so n a g e s , who 
w e r e  Ibo a n c ie n t  lu n g s  o f  th e  e m p ir e , a n d  w hoso  
m a x im s  a n d  a c t io n s  w e r e  r e g a r d e d  w ith  s in cere  
v e n e r a t io n . T h e  th ir d  c a n o n ic a l b o o k , term ed  
th e  S li i -k in g , c o n s is ts  o f  a c o m p ila tio n  o f  threo  
h u n d r e d  a n d  e le v e n  sa c r e d  s o n g s  or p o e m s , w hich  
a rc  c o m m itte d  to  m e m o r y  b y  th e  C h in e se , a n d  re­
p e a te d  on  su n d r y  o c c a s io n s . T h e  L e -k in g , or 
B o o k  o f  R it e s ,  is  th e  fo u n d a t io n  o f  C h in e se  m an­
n e r s , p r e sc r ib in g  a ll  th e  c e r e m o n ie s  to  b e  ob served  
in  th e  v a r io u s  r e la t io n s h ip s  o f  l i f e ,  r e f le c t in g  upon  
th e  ca u se  o f  th e  s e c u r ity  an d  s t a b il i ty  o f  C h in ese  
h a b its , a n d  th e  p e r m a n e n c y  o f  th e ir  g o v ern m en t. 
T h e  C h u n -tse c n  is  a  h is to r ic a l w o rk  co n fin e d  to  a 
n a r r a tio n  o f  e v e n ts  w h ic h  o c c u r r e d  d u r in g  his 
ow n  tim e , a n d  th o s e  im m e d ia te ly  p r e c e d in g  him .

A m o n g  o th er  b o o k s  w r it t e n  or c o m p ile d  by 
h im s e lf  an d  h is  d is c ip le s , m a y  b e  m e n t io n e d  the  
T n -h c o , or G r e a t  S tu d y , a  p o li t ic a l  w o r k ; the  
S h n n g  y u n g , or “  T h e  In v a lu a b le  in  th e  M e a n ,” 
a  h o o k  d e v o te d  to  te a c h in g  w h a t i s  c o n s id e r e d  as 
th e  “ d u e m e d iu m ,” or “  g o ld e n  m e a n ”  in  hum an  
a c t io n s  a n d  c o n d u c t ;  th e  T u n -y u , or “ P h ilo so p h ­
ic a l  D ia lo g u e s ,”  c o n ta in in g  th e  r e c o r d e d  co n v er­
s a t io n s  o f  C o n fu c iu s ; a n d  th e  H i- t s e ,  com p osed  
b y  M in g - ts i ,  w h o  d ie d  3 1 7  y e a r s  b e fo r e  C hrist, 
a n d  w h o  w a s  a  w ise  a d v o c a te  o f  C o n fu c ia n ism . 
T h e  o b je c t  o f  th is  w o rk  w a s to  in c u lc a te  th e  
p r in c ip le s  o f  p h ila n th r o p ic  g o v e r n m e n t .

T o  th e  w o r k s  a lr e a d y  m e n t io n e d  w e  m a y  also  
a d d , th e  H ia o -k in g , or b o o k  c o n ta in in g  a d m o n i­
t io n s  in  r e g a r d  to  f i lia l r e v e r e n c e , a n d  th e  rep lie s  
o f  C o n fu c iu s , m a d e  in  a n sw e r  to  t h e  q u e s t io n s  o f  
h is  d is c ip le  T s e n g , on  th e  su b je c t  o f  th o s e  duties  
w h ic h  a p p e r ta in  to  a  j u s t  r e g a r d  b y  th e  y o u n g  for
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ijio  c o u n se ls  o f  p a r e n t s ; a n d  th o  S ia s -h io , a  w o rk  
d ev o ted  to the in te r e s ts  o f  y o u th fu l e d u c a tio n  in  
nm rnls.

T lio  Confuoirtn sch o o l o f  p h ilo so p h y  w a s  o r ig ­
in a lly  p la n ted  in  th o  m in d s o f  tho  a r is to c r a t ic  a n d  
ed u ca ted  c la s se s  o f  tho  C h in cso  E m p ir e ; a n d  it s  
su lli 'T , u n lik e  a ll o th er  r e fo rm ers , la b o r e d  to  im - £
bed h is se n t im e n ts  in  th e  su p e r -s tr a tu m s o f  s o c ie ty .
And w h ile  h is su c c e s s  in  th is  p a r tic u la r  is  a s  n o te ­
w orth y  ns it  is  w o n d ro u s, w e  c a n n o t s a y  o f  h im  
as o f  o th e r s , th a t  h e  r o se  from  p o v e r ty  a n d  o b scu ­
r ity , m a k in g  h is  r e p u ta t io n  w h o lly  on  th e  m e r it  o f  
th e  p o sse ss io n  o f  m a rv e lo u s  ta le n ts . F o r  a lth o u g h  
h is  te a c h in g s  m ay  he r e c e iv e d  a s a  w e ll-c h o se n  
guide for n il m en , an d  h is  sy s te m  o f  p h ilo s o p h y

o f  th e  m o st u n c o n str a in e d  and  p r a c t ic a l k in d ,  
th e  fa c t o f  h is  o r ig in , a s  b e in g  in  th e  l in e  o f  th e  
n o b il ity  o f  h is c o u n tr y , an d  h o ld in g  e m in e n t w e a lth  
nt h is  co m m a n d , w h ile  it  m ig h t  n o t  d e tr a c t  fro m  
th o  v a lu e  o f  th e  m a x im s w h ich  lie  d e liv e r e d  to  h is  
p eo p le , m u st n c c c ss n r ily  d isp o sse s s  h im  o f  th a t  
h ig h  p r iv ile g e  o f  ren o w n  w h ic h  w o u ld  h a v e  a t ­
ta ch ed  to h is  natno h nd  h is  efTorts r e s te d  o n  th e  
b asis o f  m en ia l d o m e s tic  r e la t io n s , p u r ity ,  a n d  
ev tro n rd in n ry  m en ta l a b il ity .

C o n fu c iu s  e n n u o t h e  sa id  to  h a v e  ta u g h t  th o  
Icvnoii o f  s p ir itu a lity  in  h u m a n  l i fe ,  a lth o u g h  
It is  e v id e n t th a t lie  r e c o g n iz e d  th e  e x is t e n c e  o f  
b oth  g o o d  and  m isc h ie v o u s  sp ir it -b e in g s , a s  d id  
h is  a n c e s t o r s ; b u t  h e  r e fu se d  to  c o u n te n a n c e  
tlm ir  d e liv e r y  to m a n k in d  a s fa m ilia r  m e s se n g e r s ,  
eitul o n ly  r e le rrcd  to  th e m  in  th e  m o s t  r e se r v e d  
m a n n er . T h o  q u e s t io n s  w h ich  m o s t  in te r e s te d  
him , and to w h ich  he g a v e  th e  m o s t  o f  h is  a t t e n ­
tio n , w e te , *• How shall I  do my duty to my ncigh-
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lor,"  n n d  “  H ow can I  lest discharge the duty of 
a virtuous citizen.” T h o  su b je c t o f  l l io  futuro  
l i f e  w a s  e v e r  h id d e n  in  tb e  so le m n  s i le n c e  o f  b is  
ow n r e f le c t io n s , a n d , a s  h e  th o u g h t , w a s  o n ly  to  
b e  m a d e  p r a c tic a l in  th e  g r e a t  a w a r d in g  k in g d o m  
o f  S h a n g - te .

I l i s  m o t iv e s  w e r e  p u re , a n d  h is  h a b its  w ere  
j u s t .  H e  lo v e d  to  c o n te m p la te  th e  p r in c ip le  o f 
g o o d n e ss  a s  a ss o c ia te d  w ith , an d  r e se r v e d  to , th e  
p r a c t ic a l  u se  o f  a ll m en . I f  h e  p o s s e s se d  an y  
f a u l t  w h ic h  w e  m a y  d is c o v e r , or i f  th e r e  is  a n y  
m a r k e d  d e fe c t  in  liis  s y s te m  o f  p h ilo so p h y , i t  is 
to  b e  p la c e d  to  th e  a c c o u n t o f  a  fo r g e t fu ln e s s , or 
w a n t  o f  k n o w le d g e , th a t  a l l  n a tu r o  is  p lu n g e d  
in to  o p p o s ite  e x tr e m e s  a s a  m ea n s  o f  s e lf-c o r r e c ­
t io n , or ca u se  o f  ju s t ic e .

I n  h is  r e a so n in g , h e  w a s  th e  p la in  m a n ,” 
w h o  n e v e r  h o o d w in k e d  h is  o p in io n s , b u t a g a in s t  
h is  w o r ld ly  in te r e s ts , e n g a g e d  in  fe a r le s s  tr ia ls  
a g a in s t  a -c o n te n d in g  o p p o s it io n  to  th e  in te r e s ts  o f  
h is  Ma.-cla-un *  p h ilo so p h y .

C o n fu c iu s  w a s b e lo v e d  a n d  b e m o a n e d  b y  h is  
c o u n tr y m e n , a n d  p r o b a b ly  h e  h a s  l e f t  a  m o re  la s t ­
in g  im p r e ss io n  u p o n  th e  m in d s  o f  a  g r e a te r  n u m ­
b e r  o f  h is  r a c e , i f  n o t  o f  th e  h u m a n  fa m ily , a s  a 
m a n  or r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  te a c h e r  o f  w o r th y  m o r a lity ,  
th a n  a n y  p e r so n  w ho ev er  l iv e d , or w h o so  n am e  
l ia s  b e e n  h a n d e d  d o w n  to  u s  fr o m  th e  p e r io d s  o f  
th e  p a s t . H is  n a m o  is  b la z o n e d  in  th o  p n b lic  
m a r ts , on  th e  b a n n e r s  o f  th e  se lf-su p p o r tin g  
sc h o o ls , fo u n d e d  a n d  p e r p e tu a te d  o n  h is  reco m ­
m e n d a t io n , on  th e  a lta r s  w h e r e  th e  n o b il it y  and  
co m m o n  p e o p le  m e e t  to  w o r sh ip , “  in  th e  lo v e  o f  
j u s t ic e ,”  a n d  on  th o  m o n u m e n ts  r a is e d  to  h is  
m e m o r y  in  a l l  p o r tio n s  o f  th e  em p ire .

* Amply genial.
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A  g o o d  e x a m p le  fo r  a l l  m e n , is  j u s t ly  e n t i t le d  
to  llio  p a tr o n a g e  o f  a l l  m e n . I n  h is  p r iv i le g e  o f  
l ife , h e  w a s u p r ig h t , a n d  s e r e n e ly  b le s s e d . N o  
p e r so n  h a s  e v e r  p r e s e n t e d  a  n o b le r  r e c o r d  t o  t h e  
w o rld , or a n y  m o re  j u s t ly  e n t i t le d  to  u n iv e r s a l  
c o n fid e n c e . I n  h is  d a i ly  t r ia ls  in  l i f e ,  h e  s o b e r ly  
m e t a ll  h u m a n  a b u se  w ith  p a t ie n c e ,  fo r b e a r a n c e ,  
and fo r t itu d e . W h e n  in  h is  'fina l so r r o w s  a n d  
su ffe r in g s , h e  h a d  a t t a in e d  th o  s u m m it  o f  t h e  
h ig h  m o u n ta in  o f  l i f e ,  a n d  c o u ld  lo o k  d o w n  u p o n  
tho  j a r g o n  a n d  c o n te n t io n  e x i s t in g  a m o n g  m e n ,  
h is  h ig h e s t  a m b it io n  w a s  s t i l l  e n g r o s s e d  in  a  lo v e  
o f  w e ll- d o in g , a n d  in  t h in k in g  t h a t  h e  m ig h t  s t i l l  
bo o f  s e r v ic e  t o  h is  p c o p lo ; b u t  n e a r in g  th o  t e r ­
m in a t io n  o f  h is  o u tw a r d  c a r e e r , a n d  f e e l in g  h is  
p u ls e  g r o w in g  w e a k e r  a s h is  e n d  d r e w  n e a r e r ,  h e  
r o w  u p o n  h is  p i l lo w  in  th o  f in a l  d r e a m  o f  m in d ,  
o n d  fluid, “  W h o  s h a l l  f o l lo w  to  s u p p o r t  m y  
c a u s e  ?" W h e n  c lo s in g  h is  e y e s  in  u n c o n s c io u s n e s s  
o f  n i l  o u tw a r d  th in g s ,  a n d  c e a s in g  to  b r e a t h e ,  h o  
w n s n t t e n d e d  b y  t h e  “ im m o r ta ls ,"  w h o  c o n v e y e d  
h im  o n w a r d  to  th e  n e x t  s c e n e  o f  h is  la b o r s ,  in  
th e  s p ir i t - n a t io n  o f  M o n g o l ia n s ,  i n  t h e  Jurig-gee 
o f  th e  im m o r ta l  w o r ld .



O O K F U C L A IT

MORAL PRECEPTS.

1.
T h e  b e s t  m e th o d  o f  o b ta in in g  in t e l l ig e n c e  co n ­

s is t s  in  an  o r d e r ly  c u lt iv a t io n  o f  r e a so n  a n d  m em ­
o r y , a n d  th e  a c q u is it io n  o f  a  k n o w le d g e  o f  things 
r a th e r  th a n  o f  words, b y  u n c e a s in g  in d u s tr y  and  
p e r se v e r a n c e .

2.
W h e n  o n c e  th e  m in d  is  th u s  f ix e d  u p o n  m e d ita ­

t io n , a n d  y ie ld s  to  a  d e s ir e  fo r  le a r n in g ,  i t  sh o u ld  
r e f le c t  c o n c e r n in g  th o s e  th in g s  w h ic h  p e r ta in  to  
th e  s e lf-h o o d  o f  m a n , or to  s e lf - in v e s t ig a t io n . We 
sh o u ld  e n d e a v o r  to  o b ta in  so m e  d e fin ite  id e a  o f  
ourselves, a n d  sh o u ld  o b serv e  w ith  .ea rn estn ess  
w h a te v e r  is  p r e s e n te d  fo r  our c o n s id e r a t io n ; w e  
sh o u ld  e x a m in o  e v e r y th in g  w ith  c a r e , a n d  w e ig h  
a l l  th in g s  in  th e  b a la n c e  o f  r e a so n , th e n  in  co n ­
fo r m ity  to  a  w ise  d e c is io n  o f  m in d , w e  m a y  
a r r iv e  a t  th e  “ g o ld e n  m e a n ”  in  a l l  ou r  act3  
in  l i fe .

3 .

For tho improvement of the family circle the 
parents should tako essential care to properly
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qualify themselves in their habits and manners, 
and so harmonizo thoir words and actions, as to 
neither offend good sense, or worthy complai­
sance. Neither should they in any way allow 
themselves to become inedifying in the presence 
of their children or domestics. In order to 
attain to this exemplary condition of perfection, 
wo must strive to purify our thoughts, subdu­
ing our passions and unholy inclinations ; and en­
deavor to fashion our conduct in the avoidance 
of contention, vice, misery, mischief, and crime.

4.
To entertain feelings of distrust, love, or aver- 

sity : to will, desire, or admire; we must necessa­
rily abide by tho knowledge which we profess; 
nnd our impulses, whatever they may be, are 
sure to bo characterized by tho quality/ and 
amount of intelligence which we possess.

5.
It in not to be expected that those who know 

not how to govern themselves, or subduo their 
own passions, can rightly direct, reform, or gov­
ern, others. And it is only those who most 
struggle for individual improvement that are 
likely to succeed in accomplishing so desira­
ble a purpose, or who may be depended upon 

'by others in the attainment of that “ better con­
dition,” which in our moments of sober reflection 
we all yearn to enjoy.

6.
When wo observe a worthy action in another, 

we should not hesitate to make it our example, 
or abide by it in practice.
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7 .

' W h e n  an o p p o r tu n ity  p r e se n ts  i t s e l f  fo r  'w ell­
d o in g , b e  e a r n e s t  in  ta k in g  im m e d ia te  a d v a n ta g e  
o f  it .

8.

S t a y  n o t  t h y  en d e a v o r  to  su p p r e s s  or e x t ir p a te  
v ic e . A lw a y s  r e g a r d  y o u r  o w n  c o n d u c t  w ith  d is ­
c e r n m e n t a n d  d is c r e t io n , a n d  k e e p  a  v ig i la n t  
w a tc h fu ln e s s  o v er  a ll  p e r so n a l m o t iv e s , a c t io n s ,  
a n d  h a b its .

9 .

W h a ts o e v e r  is  b e n e fic ia l or h o n o r a b le , is  n e c e s ­
s a r i ly  a d v is a b le ; a n d , a s  v ir tu e  in c lu d e s  b o th  o f  
th eso  q u a lit ie s , w e  a rc  o b lig a te d  in  i t s  a d m ir a tio n .

10.
T o  e n jo y  a n d  p r a c tic o  v ir tu e  in  a ll  our a c t io n s  

in  l i f e ,  is  to  o r n a m e n t an d  e m b e llish  our m a n h o o d  
a n d  w o m a n h o o d  w ith  th e  m o s t  d e s ir a b le  q u a lif ic a ­
t io n s .

11.

T o  th e  m in d , v ir tu e  c o m m u n ic a te s  in e x p r e s s ib le  
b e a u ty  a n d  p e r fe c t io n ;  to  th e  b o d y , i t  g u a r a n te e s  
h e a lth , a  d e s ir a b le  fo rm , a n d  a ttr a c t iv e  fe a tu r e s .  
V ir tu e  tr a n q n iliz c s  th o  h e a r t , a n d  m a k e s  a m p le  
p e a c e  w ith in . I t  p r o d u ces  a  s i le n t ,  s e c r e t  j o y ,  
c a lm n e ss  a n d  s e r e n ity  o f  m in d , w ith  an  a g r e e a b le  
a n d  k in d ly  a p p e a r a n c e  w h ic h  w in s  th e  a ffec tio n  
o f  a c q u a in ta n c e s , a n d  se c u r e s  th e  c s to c m  o f  th o  
w o rld .
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12.

T h o p r in c ip a l o c c u p a tio n  o f  th e  m in d  sh o u ld  bo  
co n fin ed  to  s e l f - in v e s t ig a t io n  a n d  c o r r e c tio n . W e  
sh o u ld  e n d e a v o r  to  ca lm  our p a s s io n s , a n d  h o ld  
th em  u n d e r  th e  c o n tr o l o f  r e a so n . I f  w e  su ffer  
o u r se lv e s  to  b e c o m e  a n g r y  fo r  so m e  tr if l in g  c a u se ,  
or m a n ife s t  im p e tu o s ity  o f  d is p o s it io n , w e  m a y  
r e a d ily  c o n c lu d e  th a t  ou r c o n d it io n  is  d e fe c t iv e ,  
a n d  th a t  ou r s ta n d a r d  o f  r e c t itu d e  is  s t i l l  im p e r ­
fe c t .

1 3 .

I f  v o  lo o k  u p o n  a  p e r so n  a s u n w o r th y  o f  our  
r e s p e c t , o w in g  to  th e  m a n ife s ta t io n  o f  h is  d e fe c t s ,  
a n d  n e g le c t  to  r e n d e r  ju s t ic e  to  h is  b e t te r  q u a li­
t ie s  ; i f  w o a b a n d o n  o u r se lv e s  to  im m o d e r a te  
j u y ,  or su b m it to  bo o v erco m e  w ith  e x c e s s iv e  fe a r  
or so r r o w ; i t  is  j u s t ly  to  b e  d o n c lu d ed  th a t  w e  
h a v o  n o t  y e t  a t ta in e d  to  t h a t  s t a te  o f  p e r so n a l  
r e c t itu d e , o r  d is p o se d  h a r m o n y  o f  m in d , w h ic h  
is  so  m u ch  to  b e  d e s ir e d , a n d  w h ic h  is  th e  tru o  
fo u n d a t io n  o f  a l l  h u m a n  h a p p in e s s .

1 4 . .

L e t  u s o b se r v e  m o d e r a t io n  in  a l l  th in g s , a n d  
h o ld  our p a ss io n s  in  a b e y a n c e  o f  r e a so n a b le  r e ­
flec tio n .

1 5 .

L e t  us n o t  b lin d ly  y ie ld  o u r se lv e s  to  im p a tie n c e ,  
h a s t in e s s , or im p e tu o s ity  ; b u t r e se r v e  o u r  h a b its  
a n d  m a n n e r s  to  th a t  e v e n -m in d e d  w a y , w h ich  is  
b o th  h a r m le ss  a n d  a c c e p ta b le  to o th e r s , a n d  a g r c c -  
ab lo  to  o u r se lv e s .
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1 6 .

P a r e n ts  sh o u ld  lo v e  e a c h  o th e r , a n d  sh o u ld  bo  
g o v e r n e d  in  th e ir  a m ity  b y  w o r th y  d e c is io n s  o f  
m in d , m a k in g  th e ir  l iv e s  co n fo rm  to  e v e n n e s s  a n d  
r e g u la r ity  o f  d e s ig n .

1 7 .

A  so n  m a y  j u s t ly  lo v e  a  f a t h e r ;  b u t, w h e n  th e  
fa th e r  is  g u i l t y  o f  th e  p e r p e tr a t io n  o f  a n y  g r e a t  
v  r o n g , or is  a c tu a te d  b y  u n r ig h te o u s  m o t iv e s  in  
th e  p u r su it  o f  l i f e ,  th e  so n  sh o u ld  n o t  d o u b t th e  
p r o p r ie ty  o f  p r o p e r ly  r e m o n s tr a t in g  w ith  h is  p a ­
r e n t , or o f  a c q u a in t in g  h im  o f  b is  k n o w le d g e  o f  
th e  fa c t , a n d  o f  a d v is in g  a n d  c o u n s e l in g  h im  to  
a c c e p t  th e  m o re  co m m en d a b le  w a y . O n  th e  o th e r  
h a n d , i f  a  so n  is  in c lin e d  to  v ic io u s  h a b it s , i t  is  
th e  d u ty  o f  th e  fa th e r  to  a d v ise  a n d  d ir e c t  h im  in  
a ll m a tte r s  w h e r e in  h o  is  l ik e ly  to  b e  im p r o v e d  or  
b e n e fite d .

1 8 .

A  w ise  m a n  w ill a lw a y s  c o n s id e r  h is  o w n  d e fe c t s ,  
a n d  d il ig e n t ly  la b o r  to  r e m o v e  th em .

1 9 .

I t  is  w e ll to  co n fo rm  to  th e  m a n n e r  a n d  te m p e r  
o f  o t lie r s , o n ly  so  fa r  a s th e  n e e d fu l p u r p o se s  o f  
l i f e  a re  c o n c e r n e d , in  ou r  d a ily  d e a lin g s  a n d  so ­
c ia l r e la t io n s  w ith  m en . H e y o n d  th is  w e  sh o u ld  
r e se r v e  to  o u r se lv e s  th a t  in d iv id u a l id e n t i t y  o f  
c h a r a c te r  w h ic h  is  w is e ly  a p p o in te d  to  b e  ou r o w n .
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20.
W e  sh o u ld  n e v e r  a llo w  o u r se lv e s  to  b e c o m e  cor­

r u p te d  b y  fr iv o lo u s  c o n v e r sa tio n , o r  th e  e x a m p le  
o f  c a r e le s s  a n d  co rru p t p e r so n s .

21.
W e  sh o u ld  n e v e r  o b e y  th e  co m m a n d s o f  o th e r s ,  

o r  im ita te  th em , w ith o u t m a tu re  r e fle c t io n .

22.

I n  our n e e d fu l a s so c ia t io n  a n d  in te r c o u r se  w ith  
th o s e  n u m e r o u s  p e r so n s  w h o  so  u n w is e ly  d e v ia te  
fro m  a w o r th y  s ta n d a r d  o f  m o ra l r e c t itu d e , i t  is  
b e tte r  th a t  w e  tu r n  n e ith e r  to  th o  r ig h t  n o r  le f t ,  
b u t fo llo w  th a t  “  e v e n  w a y  ”  w h ic h  p a r r ie s  a ll  
m o le s ta t io n , a n d  w in s  a ll h u m a n  s y m p a th y .

2 3 .

I f  a  w o r th y  p e r so n  is  c h o se n  to  f i l l  so m e  h ig h  
office in  t h e  g i f t  o f  a  p e o p le , in  a  c o u n tr y  w h e r e  
v ir tu e  i s  l i t t l e  r e g a r d e d , a n d  h e  s t i l l  c o n tin u e s  to  
c lin g  to  h is  lo v e  o f  m o r a lity , or sh o u ld  h e  p r e se r v e  
a l l  th o s e  g o o d  h a b it s  w h ic h  c h a r a c te r iz e d  h is  l i f e  
as a  p i'iv a te  c it iz e n , r e fu s in g  to  su b m it to  th o  in ­
flu e n c e  o f  p r id e  a n d  v a n ity ,  th e n  h e  m a y  b e  r e ­
g a r d e d  a s  a  m a n  j u s t ly  e n t it le d  to  in d iv id u a l  
r e s p e c t  a n d  n a t io n a l h o n o r .

2 4 .

T h e r e  a re  so m e p e r so n s  so  e g o t is t ic a l  in  th e ir  
in c l in a t io n s  a s  to  a ffec t th e  p o s s e s s io n  o f  e x tr a o r ­
d in a r y  v ir tu e . T h e y  p r id o  th e m se lv e s  o n  th e  a s ­
su m p tio n  o f  m a r v e lo u s  g o o d n e ss , a n d  a ssu m e



4 2  Confucian Precepts.

great, c o m p la isa n c e  in  a ll th e ir  a c t io n s . “ I  sh a ll  
n e v e r  h e  en a m o red  w ith  th e so  g l i t t e r in g  a p p ea r ­
a n c e s ,”  s a y s  C o n fu c iu s , “ w h e r e  v a n it y  a n d  s e lf -  
lo v e  h a v e  a  m o re  m a rk ed  m a n ife s ta t io n  th a n  e v e n  
v ir tu e  it s e lf .  I  w o u ld  o n ly  k n o w  a n d  m a k e  p r a c ­
t ic a l  th a t  w h ic h  it  is  n e c e s s a r y  to  k n o w  a n d  m a k e  
p r a c t ic a l, a s  a p p o in te d  in  th e  d em a n d s o f  e v e r y ­
d a y  l i f e .”

2 5 .

T h e r e  a,re fo u r  g e n e r a l r u le s , in  a c c o r d a n c e  w ith  
th e  r e q u ir e m e n ts  o f  w h ich  a  g o o d  m a n  sh o u ld  a d ­
j u s t  h is  l i f e :

20.
F ir s t ,  ho  sh o u ld  r e g a r d  h is  fa th e r  in  th e  sa m e  

l ig h t  o f  “ w ise  in t e n t io n ,”  in  tho  r e c e p t io n  a n d  
im p a r ta tio n  o f  k in d ly  a d v ic e  a n d  c o u n se l, a s  ho  
w o u ld  h is  so n .

2 7 .

S e c o n d , w h e n  s e r v in g  th e  in te r e s ts  o f  th e  S ta te ,  
h e  sh o u ld  m a n ife s t  th o  sa m e  f id e li ty  w h ic h  h e  r e ­
q u ir e s  o f  th o se  w h o  s e r v e  u n d e r  h im .

2 8 .

T h ir d , I t  is  h is  d u ty  to  lo v e  a n d  r e s p e c t  h is  
e ld e r  b ro th er , in  th e  sa m e  m a n n e r  a s h e  w o u ld  e x ­
p e c t  h is  y o u n g e r  b r o th e r  to  do to w a r d  h im se lf .

20.
F o u r th , l i e  sh o u ld  a t  a ll t im e s  lo v e  a n d  r e ­

s p e c t  h is  fr ie n d s  a n d  a c q u a in ta n c e s , a s  h e  w o u ld  
h a v e  th e m  lo v e  a n d  r e s p e c t  h im .
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30.
T h e  g o o d , w ise , n nd  th o u g h tfu l m a n , a lw a y s  a c ­

q u its  h im s e lf  o f  th e s e  d u tie s  w ith  e a r n e s tn e s s  a n d  
f id e lity , h o w e v e r  o r d in a r y  or u n s e e m ly  t h e y  m a y  
a p p ea r . I f  h e  b e c o m e s  c o n sc io u s  o f  w r o n g -d o in g ,  
or p e r c e iv e s  th a t  h e  h a s  w a n d ered  fro m  th e  “  b e t ­
te r  w a y ,”  h o  r e s t s  n o t  e a s y  in  h is  o w n  m in d , 
u n til h e  h a s  d is c e r n e d  th e  ca u se  o f  h is  m is ta k e ,  
a n d  m a d e  h is  fa u lt  th e  su b je c t  o f  c o r r e c tio n . I f  
h e  d is c o v e r s  th a t  h e  h a s  n e g le c t e d  an  im p o r ta n t  
d u ty , h e  w ill  sp a r e  n o  effo r t or la b o r  w h ic h  w o u ld  
c a n c e l h is  n e g le c t ,  or a c c o m p lish  th e  o r ig in a l p u r ­
p o se , w h ich  th r o u g h  c a r e le s s n e s s  or in a d v e r te n c y  
w a s o m itte d . H e  is  m o d e r a te  a n d  r e se r v e d  in  h is  
c o n v e r sa t io n , a n d  c ir c u m sp e c t in  h is  m a n n e r s .  
I f  lie  fe e ls  to o  g r e a t  an  in c lin a t io n  to  so c ia l  
c o n v e r se , or r e a liz e s  th a t  h e  is  m o re  a fflu en t o f  
w o rd s n nd  id e a s  th a n  th o se  w ith  w h o m  h e  sp e a k s ,  
h e  w is e ly  r e s tr a in s  h im s e lf  to  th e  l im it  o f  n e e d fu l  
r e m a r k . l i e  is  so  r ig o r o u s  a  c e n so r  o f  h im se lf , th a t  
ho a t  a ll t im e s  e n d e a v o r s  to m a k e  h is  w o rd s a n d  
h is  a c t io n s  c o r resp o n d . T o  a tta in  to  th is  c o n d i­
tio n  o f  in d iv id u a l p e r fe c t io n  r e q u ir e s  d e v o tio n a l  
a tte n t io n  to  p e r so n a l h a b it s  a n d  v ir tu e .

31.
T h a t  lo v e  w h ic h  is  r e q u is ite  fo r  a ll m en  to  p o s ­

se s s , is  c o m p o u n d e d  in  ou r  n a tu r e s , a n d  p r o m p ts  
us a lik e  to  f i lia l, p a r e n ta l, a n d  u n iv e r s a l, r e s p e c t  
fo r  h u m a n k in d . O ur fir st  d u ty  is to  lo v e  our p ar­
e n ts . T h is  f i lia l o b e d ie n c e  n u r tu r e s  ou r  r e g a r d  
fo r , a n d  p ro m p ts  u s to  th e  p r a c tic a l a c c e p ta n c e  o f, 
th a t  u n iv e r s a l e s t e e m V liio l i  h a s  fo r  it s  o b je c t  th e  
e n tir e  h u m a n  fa m ily . F r o m  u n iv e r s a l lo v e  co m es  
d is tr ib u tiv e  j u s t ic e ,  w h ic h  p ro m p ts  u s to  ro g a rd
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a ll  m e n  in  th e  l ig h t  o f  “  w ise  u n d e r s t a n d in g ,”  
and to render unto all what is ju stly  their due.

32.
T h e  d ifferen ce  w h ich  e x is t s  b e tw e e n  th e  lo v e  

w h ic h  w’c e x p e r ie n c e  to w a rd  ou r p a r e n ts , a n d  th a t  
w h ic h  w e  f e e l  to w a rd  o th e r s ;  th e  d ifferen ce  b e ­
tw e e n  ou r r e g a r d  fo r  th e  g o o d , th e  le a r n e d , a n d  
t h e  w ise , a n d  th o se  w h o  are  ig n o r a n t , im p e tu o u s ,  
a n d  d e g r a d e d  in  l i f e ; sh o u ld  b e  c o n s id e r e d  in  th e  
l i g h t  o f  ju s t ic e ,  a n d  c h a r a c te r iz e d  b y  a  w o r th y  
m o d e r a t io n  in  ou r  l ik e s  a n d  d is lik e s .

33.
TVe sh a ll b e  u n a b le  to  co n fo rm  to  th e  n e c e s s a r y  

r u le s  o f  l i f e ,  i f  w e  n e g le c t  th e  th ree  p r e -e m in e n t  
v ir tu e s  : p r u d e n c e  in  r e fle c t io n , w h ic h  e n a b le s  u s  
to  d is l in g u is h  b e tw e e n  g o o d  a n d  b a d ;  u n iv e r s a l  
lo v e ,  w h ic h  h a s  r e g a r d  fo r  (h e  n a tu r a l r ig h t s  an d  
in t e r e s ts  o f  a ll m e n ; a n d  th a t  firm  r e so lu tio n  o f  
m in d  w h ich  p ro m p ts  u s to  p e r se v e r e  in  ou r  a d ­
h e r e n c e  to  v ir tu e  a n d  o b je c t io n s  to  v ic e .

34.,
S o m e  p e r so n s  im a g in e  th a t th e y  a rc  n o t c a p a b le  o f  

a c q u ir in g  v ir tu e , n e ith e r  o f  m a k in g  m o r a lity  p r a c ­
t ic a b le  to  th e m s e lv e s , w h e r e a s  i t  is  q u ite  c e r ta in  
th a t  th e se  q u a lit ie s  are  a t ta in a b le  b y  a ll .  A n d  
n o  p erso n  w h o  e a r n e s t ly  s e e k s  th em , n e e d  be d e ­
p r iv e d  o f  th e  b le s s in g s  w h ic h  th e y  c o n fe r . I n ­
d e e d , i t  is  th e  im p o te n c e  an d  in a d v e r te n c y  o f  m en  
w h ic h  c a u se s  th em  to  n e g le c t -  th e s e  in te r e s ts , or  
t h e  a c q u is it io n  o f  m a n ly  h a b its .
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35.
H o w e v e r  s tu p id  th e  in d iv id u a l, o r  h o w e v e r  m u ch  

w a n tin g  in  e x p e r ie n c e , i f  th cro  e x is t s  a  d e s ir e  to  
le a r n , a n d  p e r se v e r a n c e  in  B tudy is  n o t  a t te n d e d  
w ith  w e a r in e ss  or r e lu c ta n c e , th o  p r o b a b il ity  is  
th a t  th o  p e r so n  is  n o t  fa r  fro m  a w o r th y  p ru d en ce  
in  r e f le c t io n , or su c c e s s  in  th e  e x e r c is e  o f  a  w ise  
ju d g m e n t .

36.
I f  a  m a n , a lth o u g h  im b u ed  w ith  s t r o n g  f e e l in g s  

o f  se lf - lo v e , s t i l l  e a r n e s t ly  e n d e a v o r s  to  p er fo rm  
g o o d  a c t io n s , a n d  a c q u it s  h im s e lf  in  j u s t ic e  b e fo ro  
m e n , i t  m a y  b e  in fe r r e d  th a t  h e  h a s  in  a  m e a su r e  
a lr e a d y  se c u r e d  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  th a t  p r in c ip le  
o f  “  u n iv e r s a l lo v e  ”  w ith in  h im se lf ,  w h ic h  w ill  in ­
d u ce  h im  to  fo l lo w  th e  p r e c e p ts  o f  w isd o m  in  w e ll­
d o in g .

37.
I f  a  m a n  fe e ls  th e  s t in g  o f  sh a m e  w h e n  h e  l i s t e n s  

to  im p u re  a n d  u n c iv i l  c o n v e r sa t io n , or f e e l s  im ­
p e lle d  to  w ith d ra w  fr o m  th e  p r e s e n c e  o f  p e r so n s  
o f  ru d e  a n d  u n p o lish e d  m a n n e r s , i t  m a y  b e  s a f e ly  
c o n c lu d e d  . t h a t ,  h e  i s  n o t  fa r  fr o m  th a t  c o n d it io n  
or r e so lu t io n  o f  m in d  w h ic h  u n r e se r v e d ly  in d o r se s  
g o o d n e ss , a n d  as s t r o n g ly  o b je c ts  to  v ic e .

* / u
W h e n  a  p e r so n '-h a s  'd ev ia ted  fro m  t h e  p a th  o f  

in t e g r it y  or u p r ig h tn ess ,' i t  sh o u ld  b o  h is  c o n s ta n t  
effort to  r e s to r e  to  h im s e lf  th a t  c o n fid e n c e  w h ich  
l ie  h a s  lo s t  in  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  g o o d n e ss  a n d  
h o n o r ;  b y  so  d o in g , a n d  b y  m a k in g  j u s t  a to n e -
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m c n t th r o u g h  su ffe r in g  a n d  in d u s tr y , h o  w ill  in v a ­
r ia b ly  r e le a se  h im s e lf  fro m  fu r th e r  in c l in a t io n  in  
t h e  p u r su it  o f  w r o n g -d o in g , a n d  r is e  to  a  d e s ir a ­
b le  c o n d it io n  in  th e  p r a c t ic e  o f  v ir tu e .

3 9 .

I t  is  m o st e s s e n t ia l  th a t  w e e x a m in e  a ll  th in g s  
w ith  a  v ie w  to  a n  e x a c t  a n a ly s is  o f  th e ir  p r o p e r ­
t ie s ,  q u a lit ie s , a p p e a r a n c e s , a n d  e ffec ts , fo r  th e  
r e a so n  th a t  a m o n g  th o se  th in g s  w h ic h  are  c la im e d  
to  b e  k n o w n , th e r e  a r c  m a n y  c o n c e r n in g  w h ic h  
th e  q u e s t io n  e v e r  a r is e s  a s  to  w h e th e r  t h e y  are  
p e r fe c t ly  k n o w n  or n o t . I l c n c o  i t  b e c o m e s  n e c e s ­
sa r y  to  e x a m in e  th em , a n d  to  w e ig h  th e m  c a r e fu lly ,  
in  th e  l ig h t  o f  e v e r y  a tte n d a n t  c ir c u m sta n c e , as_ 
w e ll a s  to  c o n su lt  th e  o p in io n  o f  w ise  a n d  e x p e ­
r ie n c e d  m en  th e r e o n . x

10.
N o tw ith s t a n d in g  i t  m a y  a p p ea r  th a t  w e  c le a r ly  

u n d e r s ta n d  c e r ta in  th in g s ,  in c lu d in g  ou r o w n  n a ­
tu r e s , s t i l l  i t  is  e v id e n t  fro m  th e  m a n y  m is ta k e s  
w h ic h  w c  m a k e , a n d  our n u m ero u s tr a n s g r e s s io n s  
in  l i f e ,  th a t  a s  in d iv id u a ls  w c  a re  s a d ly  im p e r fe c t ,  
a n d  n e e d  to  k e e p  a  c o n s ta n t  v ig i la n c e  o v e r  ou r  
o w n  ant3. W c  sh o u ld  m e d ita te  n o t  o n ly  c o n c e r n ­
in g  o u r  o w n  c o n d it io n , b u t a s  w e ll  in  r e la t io n  to  
a l l  su r r o u n d in g  o b je c ts  a n d  c ir c u m sta n c e s , b e in g  
e v e r  w a tc h fu l a n d  a t te n t iv e  in  s p ir it  to  th e  u tm o st  
e x t e n t  w h e r e o f  w c  a rc  c a p a b le .

4 1 .

W o  sh o u ld  en d e a v o r  to  a p p r e h e n d  th in g s  a r ig h t ,  
r e f le c t in g  w ith  c le a r n e s s  a n d  p r e c is io n  u p o n  a ll
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o c c a s io n s , to  th e  e n d  th a t  w o m a y  a v o id  a ll  s e r i­
ous m is ta k e s  in  ou r  d e c is io n s  o f  m in d , c o n c e r n in g  
g o o d  a n d  b a d , th e  tr u e  a n d  th e  fa ls e .

42.
W h e n  o n c e  w e  h a v e  a rr iv e d  a t  a  j u s t  c o n c lu s io n , 

i t  is  ou r d u ty  to  m a k e  our a c ts  co n fo rm  t h e r e u n t o , . 
a n d  e a r n e s t ly , a s  w e ll  a s  u n c e a s in g ly , e n d ea v o r  to  
e x e c u te , to  th e  f u l le s t  e x t e n t  o f  ou r a b il it y ,  th e  
g o o d  r e so lu t io n  th u s  d e c id e d  u p o n .

43.
I f  w o u n d e r ta k e  to  p erfo rm  a d u ty  fo r  a n o th e r ,  

w o sh o u ld  e n g a g e  in  i t  w ith  th e  sa m e  d e te r m in a ­
t io n  a n d  f id e li ty  o f  p u r p o se  a s i f  w o w e r e  la b o r in g  
in  ou r  o w n  se r v ic e .

44.
"When v is it in g  w ith  fr ie n d s , or w h e n  in  c o m p a n y  

w ith  W’o r th y  a s s o c ia te s , r e g a r d  th e m  w ith  m a r k e d  
s in c e r ity ,  a n d .b e  n o t  to o  r e se r v e d  in  y o u r  m a n ife s ­
ta t io n  o f  k in d n e s s  a n d  e s te e m .

45.
W h e n  a  m a n  is  p o o r  in  p u r se , y e t  u n d im in ish e d  

in  h o n o r , or w h e n  a  m a n  is  r ic h , y e t  h u m b le , n o t ­
w ith s ta n d in g  h e  m a y  b e  p r a is e -w o r th y  fo r  th e  
r c c t itu d o  w h ic h  h o  m a n ife s t s , s t i l l  w o  c a n n o t  sa y  
th a t  h o  h a s  a t ta in e d  th o  h ig h e s t  d e g r e e  o f  v ir ­
tu e , u n t i l  h e  b e c o m e s  a b so lv e d  fr o m  a ll  f e e l in g s  
o f  im p e tu o s ity , c h e r is h in g  n e ith e r  h a te , fe a r , m a l­
ic e ,  n o r  r e v e n g o .
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4 6 .

l i e  th a t  is  p o o r  sh o u ld  h o  c o n te n te d  e v e n  in  th e  
m id s t  o f  h is  p o v e r ty . H o  th a t  is  r ic h  sh o u ld  bo  
e v e r  c h a r ita b le , a n d  m in d fu l o f  v e i l - d o in g .  T h e  
p e n u r io u s  a n d  a b je c t  sp ir it  d o es  g o o d  o n ly  to  c e r ­
ta in  p e r so n s , g r a tif ie s  c e r ta in  e x c lu s iv e  fr ie n d sh ip s .  
S u c h  d isp e n se  th e ir  m e a n s  o n ly  w ith  a  v ie w  to  
r e a p in g  a  re w a r d  in  m a te r ia l g a i n ; th e ir  o b je c ts  
a r e  e s s e n t ia l ly  se lf ish . W h e r e a s  th e  g o o d  m a n  is  
a c tu a te d  b y  g e n e r o u s  m o t iv e s , a n d  q u a lif ie s  h is  
d e a lin g s  w ith  m e n  b y  th e  l ig h t  o f  th a t  w isd o m  a n d  
u n iv e r s a l lo v e  w h ic h  h o ld s  fo r  i t s  o b je c t th e  in te r ­
e s t s  o f  a ll m a n k in d .

4 7 .

W e  sh o u ld  b e  e v e r  c o u r te o u s  a n d  k in d , e v e n  to  
th o s e  w h o  o ffen d  u s , a n d  e s p e c ia lly  w h e n  t h e y  e x ­
h ib it  s ig n s  o f  s in c e r e  r e p e n ta n c e . W e  sh o u ld  r e ­
g a r d  th em  a s i f  th e y  w e r e  in n o c e n t  o f  a n y  o f f e n s e ; 
an d , fo r g e t t in g  th e ir  im p e r fe c t io n s , en d e a v o r , b y  
r e n d e r in g  th e m  a id  a n d  e n c o u r a g e m e n t , to  p ro m p t  
th e m  to tk o  p u r su it  o f  v ir tu e .

4 8 .

B e m o a n  n o t  th e  d e p a r te d  w ith  e x c e s s iv e  g r ie f .  
N o t  to  r e s tr a in  t h y  so rro w , is  to  a b a n d o n  a l l  r e ­
f le c t io n , a n d  b e c o m e  lo s t  to  a  w o r th y  d e c is io n  o f  
m in d .

4 9 .

T h e  v a se  m a n  n e v e r  a llo w s  h im s e lf  to  b e  w h o lly  
o v e r c o m e  w ith  d e sp a ir . H e  r a th e r  c o n s id e r s  i t  a  
w e a k n e ss  th a n  o th e r w ise  to  y ie ld  to  im m o d era te  
d e sp o n d e n c y .
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50.
T h e  g o o d  m a n  n e v e r  in ju res  h im s e lf  or o th e r s ,  

n e ith e r  d o e s  h e  la c k  co u ra g o  in  a n y  e m e r g e n c y ,  
l i e  c o n te m n s in ju r ig s , g iv e s  n o  c r e d e n c e  to  r e ­
p r o a c h fu l in s in u a tio n s , a n d  e v e r  r e fu s e s  to  l i s t e n  
to  i l l  r e p o r ts .

51.
P u n is h m e n t  o f  c r im e  sh o u ld  n e ith e r  h e  to o  s e ­

v e r e  n o r  to o  c o m m o n ; i f  m a g is tr a te s  w ere  g o o d  
m e n , a n d  i f  n o n e  o th e r  w e r e  p r o m o te d  to  th o  
d ig n i ty  o f  su ch  o ffices , th o  co m m o n  p e o p le  w o u ld  
r e se r v e  th e m s e lv e s  to  v ir tu o u s  h a b its  w ith  g r e a te r  
te n a c i ty ,  b e c a u se  th e  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  th e  g o o d  a n d  
w ise  is  w h a t a l l  m e n  n a tu r a l ly  d e s ir e  ; a n d  w h en  
w o  se c u r e  th e  r u le  o f  j u s t  a n d  c o m p e te n t  p e r so n s ,  
officers w h o m  a ll  c a n  r e s p e c t  a n d  e s te e m , w o are  
m o re  w ill in g  to  a b id e  b y  a p p r o v e d  p r in c ip le s , a n d  
in  our lo v o  o f  l i f e  c o n fo r m  to  p u b lic  a p p r o b a tio n .

52.
H y p o c r it e s ,  or th o so  w h o  p r o fe s s  o n e  th in g  an d  

p r a c t ic e  a n o th e r , m a y  b e  co m p a red  to  p r o fe s s io n a l  
v il la in s , w h o , in  o rd er  to  h id e  th e ir  in te n t io n s ,  
r e n d e r  th e m s e lv e s  w ise , a n d  m a n ife s t  g r e a t  su a v ­
i t y  o f  m a n n e r  a n d  d isp o s it io n  d u r in g  th e  d a y , th a t  
t h e y  m a y  th e  m o re  e f fe c tu a lly  c o n c e a l t h e  in fa m y  
o f  th o s e  cr im es w h ic h  t h e y  p e r p e tr a te  d u r in g  th e  
n ig h t .

53.
P e r s o n s  w h o  y ie ld  to  an  a b u se  o f  th e ir  a p p e ­

t i t e s ,  a n d  c o n s t a n t ly  in d u lg e  in  lu x u r io u s  h a b it s ,  
4
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arc  u n w o r th y  o f  a  r a n k  a m o n g  m e n , a n d  a r c  j u s t ly  
c n t i l l c d  to h e  c a lle d  “ s la v e s  o f  th e  p a s s io n s ,”  an d  
“  m en  o f  b r u tish  in c l in a t io n s .”

54.
E v e r  m a k e  th e  e x a m p le  o f  th e  w ise  t h y  h o p e .  

N e v e r  a llo w  t h y s e l f  to  b e c o m e  d is c o u r a g e d .  
T h o u g h  t h y  ta s k  b eco m e  la b o r io u s  a n d  d ifficu lt, 
s t i l l  c o n tin u e  to  p e r se v e r o . I f  y o u  f a i l  to  a cco m ­
p lis h  th e  d e s ir a b le  o b je c t so u g h t  fo r , r em em b er  
th a t  y o n  h a v e  th e  r e c o m p e n se  o f  a  c o n sc io u sn e s s  
o f  h a v in g  m a d e  a  co m m en d a b le  effort.

55.
T h a t  v ir tu e  w h ic h  is  a t te n d e d  w ith  n o  s e r io u s ­

n e s s ,  is  l i t t l e  r e sp e c te d  a m o n g  m en .

56.
I t  is  our d u ty  to  c o n s ta n t ly  b ea r  in  m in d  th e  

im p o r ta n t  fa c t  th a t  w o a re  f r a il ,  a n d  a re  e a s i ly  
l e d  fr o m  th e  p a th  o f  d u ty . H e n c e , sh o u ld  i t  bo  
o u r  m is fo r tu n e  to  o v e r s te p  t h e  b o u n d s  o f  p r o p r i­
e t y ,  or w a n d e r  fro m  th e  r ig h te o u s  w a y , w e  sh o u ld  
n o t  b e  to o  m u ch  d ish e a r te n e d , b u t  e n d e a v o r  to  
r is e  a g a in  a b o v e  th e  m is c h ie f  in to  w h ic h  w e  h a v e  
fa l le n , a n d  se c u r e  o u r se lv e s  fr o m  fu r th e r  o ffen d ­
in g  a g a in s t  ou r  in d iv id u a l p e a c e  a n d  h a p p in e s s .

57.
M o k o  a ll  t h y  p r o m ise s  in  ju s t ic e ,  a n d  w ith  a  

d u e  r e g a r d  to  th e ir  f u l f i l lm e n t ; fo r  w h e n  w o h a v e  
c o m m itte d  o u r se lv e s  to  a n y  a g r e e m e n t , i t  is  a s  u n ­
sa fe  a s  i t  is  u n g e n e r o u s , to  n e g le c t  our d u ty , or  
rctrn e l our w o rd .
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58.
I n  c o n fe r r in g  h o m a g e  u p o n  a n y  p e r so n , bo n o t  

o v c r g c n c r o u s  in  it s  b e sto w a l.

59.
T h e r e  is  s t u p id ity  a n d  n e g lig e n c e  in  to o  l i t t le  

s u a v ity ,  a n d  a  w a n t  o f  g e n e r o s i ty  in  n o t  p r o p e r ly  
r e g a r d in g  th o s e  p e r so n s  u n to  w h o m  w e  a re  in ­
d e b te d  fo r  c ith e r  m o n e y  o r  fa v o r s . T o  o v erd o  
m o d e s ty , c o n d e sc e n s io n , o r  s u a v ity , is  e q u a lly  as  
g r e a t  a  fa u lt ,  a n d  in v o lv e s  o u r  m a n h o o d  or w o ­
m a n h o o d  in  ig n o r a n c e , h y p o c r is y , c o n c e it ,  an d  
p rid e .

60.
M a k e  e a t in g  a n d  d r in k in g  a  c o n s id e r a tio n  in  

h e a lth  a n d  c o m fo r t, a n d  n o t  a  p le a su r a b le  g r a tif i­
c a t io n , to  b e c o m e  th e  m a s te r  o f  a ll  r a t io n a l c o n ­
c lu s io n s .

61.
L o v e , te m p e r a n c e , s o b r ie ty , a n d  ju s t ic e .  L e t  

y o u r  th o u g h ts  b e c o m e  p u r ified , a n d  y o u r  a c t io n s  
w ill  in e v ita b ly  co r r e sp o n d  th e r e w ith .

62.
T h e  a tta in m e n t  o f  w isd o m  is  th e  su re  g u a r a n te e  

to  a ll  d cs ira b lo  p le a su r e  a n d  h a p p in e s s  ; a n d  th e  
w ise  m a n  m a y  fin d  a b u n d a n t e n jo y m e n t  in  th e  
m id st  o f  d ifficu ltie s  an d  s e v e r it ie s .

63.
T h o se  w h o  aro s tu d io u s  s im p ly  in  t h e  re a d in g  o f  

b o o k s , d e v o t in g  th e ir  t im o  in  a  g r e a t  m e a su re  to
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la b o r  a n d  e x e r c is e ,  w h ile  n e g le c t in g  m e d ita t io n ,  
e n g a g e  in  a n  u n p a y in g  l i t e r a r y  p u r su it , w h ic h  
a d d s  b u t l i t t l e  to  in d iv id u a l k n o w le d g e , a n d  s e l ­
d o m  im p r o v e s  th e  m a n ; w h ile  th o s e  w h o  a re  w h o lly  
a b so r b e d  in  m e d ita t io n , n e g le c t in g  a l l  e x e r c is e ,  
w a n d e r  a n d  lo s e  th e m se lv e s  in  th o u g h t , b e y o n d  
th e  b o u n d  o f  a l l  p r o p er  r e s tr a in t . T h e  f ir s t  s e l ­
dom  a r r iv e  a t  a n y  e x a c t  c o n c lu s io n s , t h e ir  o p in ­
io n s  b e in g  a lw a y s  c o n fo u n d e d  b y  d o u b ts  a n d  ob ­
s c u r it ie s  ; w h ile  th e  la t te r  c o n t in u a lly  p u r su e  th o  
sh a d o w s o f  m in d , l iv e  in  th e  r e g io n s  o f  f a n c y ,  a n d  
se ld o m  b a se  th e ir  k n o w le d g e  u p o n  a n y th in g  so lid  
o r  s u b s ta n t ia l.  I t  is  w e ll  to  b e  in d u s tr io u s , b u t  
w o sh o u ld  n e v e r  s l ig h t  m e d ita t io n . I t  i s  d e s ir a b le  
t o  m e d ita te , b u t  l e t  u s  n o t  n e g le c t  t h e  p e r fo r m ­
a n c e  o f  a  n e e d fu l p o r tio n  o f  la b o r .

6 4 .

W h e n  a n y  e v il  e x is t s ,  a n d  w o  c a n  d is c o v e r  n o  
r e m e d y  for it s  cu re , th e  b e tto r  w a y  is  to  p a t ie n t ly  
w a it  fo r  th a t  c o r r e c t io n  w h ic h  tim e  a fford s. I f  
th r o u g h  r e m o n s tr a n c e s , c o u n se l, a n d  e a r n e s t  effort, 
w o  co u ld  s u c c e e d  in  r e m o v in g  it ,  s i le n c e  or p e r ­
so n a l in d iffe r e n c e  w o u ld  p ro v e  se lf -a b a s in g . Y e t  
t lic ro  is  n o th in g  m o re  u n d e s ir a b le  th a n  th e  im p a r t-  
a tio n  o f  th a t  a d v is e  b y  w h ic h  n o  o n e  is  b e n e fite d .

6 5 .

I n d ig e n c e  a n d  th e  m ise r ie s  o f  l i f e  a re  u n p le a s ­
a n t  to  en d u re , b u t  th e  q u eru lo u s a n d  th e  ig n o r a n t  
o n ly  r e s e n t  th e m  a n d  cu rse  N a tu r e  fo r  th e ir  e x ­
is te n c e . T h e  w ise  a n d  th e  th o u g h tfu l o n ly  r e g a r d  
N a tu r e  ns j u s t ,  and  our p u n is h m e n ts .a t  h e r  h a n d s  
q u ite  ns n e e d fu l a s  t h e y  aro in e v ita b le . T h e  v ir -
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tu o u s  m a n  is  se ld o m  d is sa tis f ie d . I i i s  m in d  co m ­
p e ls  h is  s p ir it  to  r e p o se  in  q u ie t . H e  a llo w s  n o th ­
in g  to  d is tu rb  h is  e q u a n im ity , n i s  re w a r d  is  
g o o d n e s s ; th e  p r a c t ic e  o f  a  w o r th y  e x a m p le , h is  
o n ly  r e c o m p e n se .

66.
A  w ise  m a n  is  a lw a y s  e n a b le d  to  m a k e  a  p r o p e r  

c h o ic e , a s  b e tw e e n  r ig h t  a n d  w r o n g . I I o  m a y  
lo v e  o r  d is tr u s t  w ith  r e a so n , a n d  e v e r  se c u r e  a  
k n o w le d g e  o f  j u s t ic e  w ith o u t  d isc o m p o su r e  o f  
m in d .

6 7 .

H e  w h o  makeB V irtue p r a c t ic a l in  l i f e ,  n e v e r  
y ie ld s  to  th e  c o m m itta l o f  a n y  a c t  u n b e c o m in g  a  
m a n , or c o n tr a r y  to  th e  d e c is io n s  o f  r ig h t  r e a so n .

68.

H o n o r  a n d  r ic h e s  aro d e s ir a b le . N e a r ly  a l l  
m e n  s e e k  to  p o s s e s s  th e m . B u t  sh o u ld  w e  d is ­
c o v e r  t h a t  h o n o r  is  im p u g n e d  or o v e r d o n e  b y  t h e  
p o ss e s s io n  o f  w e a lth , o r  t h a t  r ic h e s  le a d  u s  fro m  
.th e  p a th  o f  r e c t itu d e , w e  sh o u ld  m a k e  i t  o u r  d u ty  
to  r e se r v e  o u r se lv e s  fro m  th o ir  in f lu e n c e , e s p e ­
c ia l ly  w h e r e in  t h e y  t e n d  to  m o le s t  u s in  t h e  p u r ­
s u i t  o f  w e ll-d o in g , or h a m p e r  o u r  h a p p in e s s  in  
l i f e .

6 9 .

H e  w h o  ta in t s  h is  m isc h ie v o u s  h a b it s  w ith  p r id e  
a n d  c o n c e it , a n d  i s  n e ith e r  fr u g a l n o r  c a r e fu l w ith  
h is  m e a n s , i s  se ld o m  d isp o se d  fo r  t h e  s t u d y  o f  
w isd o m . S o c ia b lo  fa m ilia r ity  w ith  su c h  p e r so n s  
is  n o t  to  bo c o m m en d ed .
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7 0 .

F e e l  n o t  a fflic ted  b e c a u se  th o u  a r t n o t  p ro m o ted  
to  g r a n d e u r  a n d  p u b lic  d ig n it ie s . I t  w ere  b e tte r  
to  g r ie v e  th a t  ll io u  a r t  la c k in g  th o se  v ir tu e s  w h ic h  
m ig h t  re n d e r  th e e  w o r th y  o f  b e in g  a d v a n c e d .

7 1 .

T h e  g o o d  m an  d e v o te s  h is  l i f e  to  th e  p r a c t ic e  o f  
v ir t u e ; th e  b a d  m a n  n e g le c t s  i t s  p u r su it  in  h is  
s t r u g g le  fo r  w e a lth . T h e  fir s t  c h e r is h e s  a  lo v e  
fo r  g o o d n e ss , a d m ires  w isd o m , a n d  c o n te m p la te s  
th e  p u b lic  w e lfa r e . T h e  la t te r  i s  a b so rb ed  w ith  
lo c a l an d  se lf ish  c a r e s , a n d  th in k s  o n ly  c o n c e r n in g  
th o s e  m a tte r s  w h ic h  p e r ta in  to  h is  se lf ish  in te r e s ts .

7 2 .
\

T h e  g o o d  m a n  n o  so o n e r  o b se r v e s  a  p erso n  o f  
w ise  in c l in a t io n s  th a n  lie  e n d e a v o r s  to  im ita te  h is  
w o r th y  e x a m p le .

7 3 .

W h e n  a  g o o d  m a n  o b se r v e s  a  p e r so n  o f  v ic io u s  
h a b its , ho  w is e ly  r e f le c ts  c o n c e r n in g  h im se lf , w ith  
a v ie w  to  th e  d is c o v e r y  a n d  r e m o v a l o f  a n y  s im i­
la r  d e fe c t s  w h ic h  h o  m a y  p o s s e s s , a n d  w h ic h  h e  
so  m u ch  d e te s t s  in  o th e r s .

7 4 .

C h ild r e n  a rc  in  d u ty  h o u n d  to  o b e y  a n d  s e r v e ,  
in  a ll r e a so n a b le n e s s , th e  r e q u ir e m e n ts  o f  th e ir  
p a r e n ts . S o m e t im e s  p a r e n ts  a r c  s a d ly  a t  fa u lt .  
I t  i3 p r o p e r  fo r  c h ild r e n  to  a c q u a in t th e m  th e r e ­
w ith , b u t it  sh o u ld  h e  d o n e  w ith  ca re  a n d  p ru -
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d c n c e . S h o u ld  th e  c h ild  m e e t  w ith  o p p o s it io n  or  
a n g er , h e  sh o u ld  e x e r c is e  p a t ie n c e , d e la y in g  fo r  a  
tim e  h is  p u r p o se , b u t sh o u ld , w h e n  a  g o o d  o p p o r-  
tu n itjr o ile r s , p e r s is t  in  h is  e ffort. A d v ic e  g iv e n  
to  p a r e n ts  is  f r e q u e n t ly  a tte n d e d  w ith  u n ju s t  p u n ­
is h m e n ts  to  th e  c h ild . R e s is ta n c e  ca n  o n ly  b e  
ju s t if ie d  in  e x tr e m e  c a se s . U s u a lly  w o sh o u ld  
su ffer  w ith o u t  c o m p la in in g .

75.
T h e  w ise  m a n  is  a lw a y s  m o d e r a te  in  h is  s tu d ie s ,  

a lso  in  h is  a c t io n s  an d  c o n v e r sa t io n . H e  is  o f te n  
s i le n t , b u t  w h e n  i t  is  n e e d fu l fo r  h im  to  b e  in  
h a s te , lie  m a k e s  i t  h is  p u rp o se  to  sp e a k  o r  a c t  w ith  
p r e c ip ita n c y  a n d  fo r c e .

70.
T o  p r o p e r ly  u n d e r s ta n d  th o  c h a r a c te r  o f  a  p e r ­

so n , w e  n e e d  to  h a v e  a s s o c ia t io n  w ith  th e m , a n d  
r e llc c t  u p on  th e ir  p e c u lia r it ie s . “  W h e n  I  w a s  
y o u n g ,”  sayB C o n fu c iu s , “ I  im a g in e d  th a t  a ll  m en  
w e r e  h o n e s t  a n d  s i n c e r e ; th a t  th e ir  p r a c t ic a l h a b ­
it s  c o n fo rm ed  to  th e ir  u t te r a n c e s . B u t  s in c e  I  
h a v e  g ro w n  to  m a n h o o d , I  b e h o ld  th in g s  in  a n o th e r  
l ig h t . ' I  am  sa t is f ie d  th a t  I  w a s m is ta k e n . I  
now  lis t e n  to  w h a t m e n  h a v e  to  s a y , a n d  p la c e  
o n ly  th a t  co n fid en ce  th e r e in , w h ich , w ith  p ro p er  
reserv a tio n  o f  m in d , th e  su b je c t  se e m s  to  d em a n d . 
I  e x a m in e  w h e th e r  m e n ’s w o rd s c o n fo r m  to  
th e ir  n o tio n s , a n d  r e fu se  to  c o n te n t  m y s e lf  w ith  
e x te r n a l a p p e a r a n c e s .”

77.
P a r e n ta l im p e r fe c t io n s  sh o u ld  n o t  d eb a r  c h ild r e n  

fro in -p r iv a to  or p u b lic  r e s p e c t . I f  in  c o n se q u e n c e
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o f  th e  c o m m itta l o f  c r im e s  or m isd e m e a n o r , a 
fa th e r  sh o u ld  r e n d e r  h im s e lf  in e lig ib le - to  o ffice , or 
u n w o r th y  o f  h u m a n  c o n fid en ce , h is  c o n d u c t  sh o u ld  
ho n o  c a u se  o f  d isg ra co  to  h is  c h ild r e n , n e ith e r  
sh o u ld  t h e y  b e  r e fu s e d  th a t  s o c ie ty  w h ich  th e ir  
g o o d  m a n n e r s  j u s t ly  e n t i t le  th e m  to . I f  a  so n  is  
b o rn  o f  p o o r  p a r e n ts , or is  o f  o b scu re  b ir th , it  
s h o u ld  b e  m a d e  n o  e x c u s e  fo r  o b je c t io n s  to  h is  
s u c c e s s ;  b u t , o n  t h e  co n tr a r y , h is  a m p le  q u a lif ic a ­
t io n  sh o u ld  se c u r e  h im  th e  sa m e  e m p lo y m e n t  
w h ic h  w o u ld  he co n fe r r e d  u p o n  th e  r ic h .

7 8 .

P o v e r t y  or im p r iso n m e n t a r e  p r e fe r a b le  to  th o  
m o st e m in e n t  o ffices o f  g o v e r n m e n t , w h e n  th e y  
a r c  c o n fe r r e d  an d  m a n a g e d  b y  a g e n ts  or r u le r s  
w h o a re  m a lic io u s , k n a v is h  or u n tr u s tw o r t h y ; and  
h e  w h o  a c c e p ts  th e m  is  m o s t  l ik e ly  to  co n fo u n d  
p e r so n a l b le s s in g s  w ith  se lf ish  in te r e s t ,  a n d  in  th e  
en d  is  c e r ta in  to  r e g r e t  h is  a c t io n , fro m  d isa p ­
p o in tm e n t  a n d  d is p le a su r e .

7 9 .

T h e  p a th  th a t  le a d e th  to  v ir tu e  is  b ro a d  and  
se c u r e , a n d  i t  is  our d u ty  to  r e lin q u is h  n o  effort 
w h ic h  w o u ld  e n a b le  u s  to  k e e p  in  it s  co u rse . W e  
sh o u ld  n o t  c o m p la in  o f  a  w a n t o f  s t r e n g th , n o r  
a lle g e  th a t  d ifficu ltie s  d is c o u r a g e 'u s ,  b u t  d e te r -  
m in a to ly  p u r su e  th o  o b je c t  o f  ou r r e g a r d , in  th o  
fa c e  o f  a ll  d is h c a v te n in g  o ir c u m sta n c c s .

• 8 0 .

I t  is  n o t  e n o u g h  to  k n o w  v ir tu e ;  i t  is  n e c e s ­
s a r y  to  p o s s e s s  it .  I t  is  n o t  su ffic ien t to  ad m iro  
i t ; i t  is  n e c e s s a r y  to  p r a c tic e  it .
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8 1 .

l i e  w ho e n g a g e s  in  p e r se c u t io n  a g a in s t  a  g o o d  
m an, c h o o se s  w ar a g a in s t  tho  b e s t  in te r e s ts  o f  co m ­
m u n ity , a n d  d e r id e s  h is  ow n  c h a r a c te r  a n d  h a p p i­
n ess .

8 2 .

C h ild ren  sh o u ld  b e  in  c o n s ta n t  w a tc h fu ln e ss  o v er  
th e ir  ow n  a c ts , a n d  e n d e a v o r  to  a v o id  a ff lic t in g , 
o ffen d in g , or d is p le a s in g , th e ir  p a r e n t s ; th is  
th o u g h t sh o u ld  b e  c o n s t a n t ly  u p p e r m o s t  in  th e ir  
m in d s.

8 3 . -

A s  th e  m o st d e s ir a b le  h e a lth  is  e n d a n g e r e d  b y  
l iv in g  in  a m a la r io u s  a tm o s p h e r e ; so  is  o u r  c la im  
to  g o d lin e s s  c a n c e le d  b y  a s s o c ia t io n  w ith  th o s e  
w h o are  v ic io u s  a n d  d e g r a d e d .

8 4 .

S in c e r ity  a n d  c o n s ta n c y  o f  m in d  a r e  a  su r e  
g u a r a n te e  to  a  r e p u ta t io n  fo r  w o r th  a n d  s o b r ie ty ,  
an d  c o n s ta n t ly  a d d  to  our h a p p in e s s , n o tw ith s ta n d ­
in g  our s e v e r e s t  tr ia ls  a n d  d iff icu ltie s  in  l i f e .

8 5 .

T h o  w ise  m a n  a lw a y s  ta k e s  c o u n se l, so m e tim e s  
c o n su lt in g  e v e n  th o  le a s t - in te l l ig e n t  p e r so n s , w h e n  
im p o r ta n t a ffa irs d em a n d  an  im m e d ia te  d e c is io n  o f  
ju d g m e n t . W h e n  c o u n se l is  g o o d , w o sh o u ld  a c ­
c e p t  it , a lth o u g h  it  sh o u ld  co m e fro m  an  u n e x p e c te d  
a n d  s e e m in g ly  e x c e p t io n a b le  so u rco .
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86.

V a n it y ,  h a u g h t in e s s , a n d  p r id e , sh o u ld  a lw a y s  
b e  a v o id e d . W h ile  th o u  r a a y e st  c la im  th a t  p ru ­
d e n c e  a n d  a b il ity  w h ich  th e  a n c ie n t s  p o sse sse d , 
s t i l l ,  i f  th o u  a r t n o t  h u m b le , fr a n k , g e n e r o u s , co n ­
s id e r a te , a n d  a g r e e a b le , th o u  a r t l ik e ly  to  bo 
lo o k e d  u p o n  a s se lf is h  a n d  w o r ld ly , an d  c o n te m n e d  
a s a  p e r so n  o f  so rd id  in c lin a t io n s .

8 7 .

C o n sid er  w h a t th o u  a lr e a d y  k n o w e s t ;  i t  is  b e n ­
e f ic ia l to r e s to r e  m em o ry  b y  a  r e h e a r sa l o f  p a s t  
e x p e r ie n c e . W e  a rc  a p t  to  o v e r lo o k  our o w n  d e ­
fe c t s ,  a n d  d e r id e  o th e r s  fo r  im p e r fe c t io n s  w h ich  
w e n e g le c t  to  o b se r v e  in  o u r se lv e s . v

8 3 .

D o  n o th in g  u n g e n e r o u s , u n k in d , or u n ju s t , a l­
th o u g h  th o u  a r t  c o m p e te n t  to  m a k e  th in e  a c ts  ap ­
p r o v e d . D e c e p t io n  m a y  fin d  s e c u r ity  fo r  a  tim e , 
b u t n e v e r  p e r m a n e n t ju s t if ic a t io n .

8 0 .

E n g a g e  n o  la s t in g  fr ie n d sh ip s  w ith  m en , w h en  
th e ir  c o m p a n y  w o u ld  e n d a n g e r  y o u r  p e r so n a l r e p ­
u ta t io n , or Ih c ir  p r e se n c e  b eco m e  d e r is iv e  o f  y o u r  
s e n s e  o f  p r o p r ie ty .

00 .

A  c o n s id e r a te  m a n  is  l ik e ly  to  b lu sh  a t  h is  ow n  
fa u lts , b u t  is  n e v e r  a v e r se  to  th e ir  c o r r e c tio n .
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01.
A ll  w o r th y  a sp ir a tio n  is  u n a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  

en v y , c o v e to u s n e ss , or g r e e d .

9 2 .

W o u ld s t  th o u  le a r n  to  d ie  c o n te n te d ly , le a r n  
th ou  fir st to  l iv e  w ise ly .

9 3 .

G iv e  o f  th y  su p e r a b u n d a n c e  to  th e  p o o r .

9 4 .

M a k e  fr a n k  a c k n o w le d g m e n t  o f  a ll  b e n e fits  
r e c e iv e d , b y  th e  r e tu r n  o f  o th e r  b e n e fits  e q u a lly  
to  be d esired .

9 5 .

'W hen w e  m a k e  a  c o n q u e s t  o v e r  ou r p e r so n a l  
d e fe c ts , n o  sec u r e  th e  m o st w o r th y  v ic t o r y  in  l i f e .

9 6 .

In  d o in g  so m e th in g  to  m a k e  o th e r s  h a p p y , w e  
a re  c o n c e d in g  li fe  to  he a  j o y  w o r th y  o f  ou r tr u s t  
an d  co n fid en ce .

9 7 .

L e t  u s fr e e ly  c o n fe s s  ou r  fa u lts  a n d  m is ta k e s ,  
an d  th u s r e se r v e  o u r se lv e s  to  h o n o r  a n d  s in c e r ity .

9 8 .

L e t  u s w a tc h  d il ig e n t ly  an d  n o t  lo s e  our b e tte r  
o p p o r tu n itie s . I f  w e  fa l l  b eh in d  in  th e  p u r su it  o f  
v ir tu e , w e  m a y  b e  lo n g e r  in  s e c u r in g  i t ,  a n d  our  
su ffer in g s  in  l i f e  m a y  b e  th e r e b y  a u g m e n te d .
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99.j

T o  j u s t l y  r e g a r d  t h o s e  w h o  w r o n g  o r  in j u r e  y o u ,  
w it h o u t  e n t e r t a in in g  f e e l in g s  o f  a n g e r ,  h a t e ,  o r  r e ­
v e n g e ,  i s  in d i s p u t a b le  e v id e n c e  o f  t h e  p o s s e s s io n  
o f  w o r t h y  w is d o m , a n d  o f  a  m a n i f e s t a t io n  o f  th e  
s p ir i t  o f  t r u e  r e l ig io n .

100.

Do unto another what you would he should do 
unto you ; and do not unto another what you 
ivould not should he done unto you. Thou need- 
eat only this law alone; it is the foundation and
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M A S T E E E O N :

l l e in g  a  tr e a t is e  on  t l ic  Du-al-vi-lon  o f  N a tu r e , as  
p resen ted  in  t l io  e x te r n a l a n d  sp ir itu a l r e la t io n s  
o f  m a tter  a n d  m in d . *
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MAttCENUS 11. K. WEIGHT.
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T h e  abovo  w o rk  is  d e s ig n e d  to  p r e s e n t  a  n ew  
th e o r y  c o n c e r n in g  th e  o r ig in  o f  a l l  n a tu r a l m a n i­
fe s ta t io n s , a n d  a  c o m p r e h e n s iv e  e x p la n a t io n  o f  
sp ir it  p h en o m en a . I t  is  w r it t e n  fr o m  a n  Interior  
s ta n d -p o in t  o f  v iew , an d  w il l  b o  su p p o r te d  b y  th e  
l e s t  a id s w h ich  s c ie n c e  a n d  p h ilo so p h y  c a n  c o n fe r .  
I t  w ill bo is su e d  in  a  s c r ie s  o f  1 2 m o  v o lu m e s , a t  
tho  u n ifo rm  p r ico  o f  $ 1 .5 0  e a c h . I n  th o  “ M a s -  
tc r c o n ,”  n a tu ro  w il l  b e  r e g a r d e d  a s ou r “ o n ly  
h o p e ,”  a n d  w o  sh a ll  m a k o  i t  our d u ty  to  c r it ic iz e  
th o se  su b je c ts  a n d  o p in io n s  w h ic h  co m o  w ith in  th o  
sp h ere  o f  ou r  n e e d fu l c o n s id e r a tio n , w ith  fr e e d o m  
and  fe a r le s sn e s s , y e t  w ith  ca n d o r  a n d  s in c e r ity .



It is designed to investigate tlic suBjcct of the 
natural manifestations of the outward world, and 
their relations to an interior, active cause, and to 
demonstrate tlio existence of an In-tc-un sphere 
of life, fashioned in the elements of the aerial 
hights above us, in a manner to conform to prin­
ciples substantially logical and scientific. It will 
also contain articles upon various subjects, includ­
ing tho Human Mind, Psychology, Clairvoyance, 
The Future Life, Tho Principle of Will, Spirit 
Communications, and a number of biographical 
sketches, wherein will bo given tho details of a 
most singular personal experience.
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A ll names received will be registered. A  deduc­
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Psychophysical Chart of the Head.
S ee OrrosiTE Page. h ~i * ?.V

Tli portion of the head at the left of the dotted line has its 
crve onncctions principally with the visceral and front por­

tions of the system—that at the right, with the MUSCULAR and 
hack portion. The front and top head connect with the thorax' 

upper chest—the lower and side face, with the abdomen—the 
upper back head, with the shoulders and upper spine—and the 
hack ead generally, commencing with the upper portion, con­
nects vlth the Dorsal, Lumbar, and Sacral Nerves, reaching from 
the upper to the lower spine, in consecutive order. Seep. 40 fo r  
location! on the body. The point R (Renal) connects with the 

eys, <J (Gatlrie), with the stomach, H  (Hepatic), with the 
C (C arJute), with the heart, P (Pulmonic), with the lungs, 
7 fia/> \, with the general brnin ; I, region of Insanity; N, 

ikm 1 V, Vitalising polnt| just back of the hard mastoid 
1 p»Ort» | U, llfachlal Plexus; a, Amntivcncss; a, Self-esteem; { 

rni eta ami /  should be a little higher); the dagger (f),

rV !

nee; r, Reverence or Religion ; b, Hencvolcnce; h, llardi- 
h* front itftr. and a litilc farther back, Somnolence or
us Sleep ; the back star, Animal Sleep; the feather end 
arrow, Impressibility. Between the back star and the 
ne Is the region of Coldness, on the end of the chin,,1 t 4 < j-* : i : ; • v • i-: < • t .
Calorification, and just each side of that, the region of 
tion. Move with  the arrow to strengthen j in ^he op- • tOiciSm.-.'

p itt rection to weaken. See pp. 34 to 40, etc.
• -  ,lf.> -A -:! ; ' . V -  A v- krt. . ..
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