


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































“

ARR—ART. 425

a parncuiar place, which was hence called Absl Shittim
It is supposed io have been the wood of the burning
hush, which was once held in such veneration in our
Ro(fral Arch Chapters. This tiinber had a close grain
an conse%uently was capable of receiving a beautifu.
olish, and, like the cedar, frown its fragrance exem
rom the attacks of worms and rottenness. Hence tho
ark endured, without losing any of its specific virtues,
from the time of its construction in the wilderness to the
demolition of the Temple by Nebuchadnezzar, a period
of nine hundred years. It was made by Aholiab and
Bezaleel, under the direction of Moses, and according to
the pattern which Jehovah had shown him on the Holy
Mountain; and appropriated to such a sublime office,
that all persons were E)rbidden to look upon or touch it
under pain of death.

ARRANGEMENT. The appointment and arrange-
ment of a masonic lodge-room 1n the 18th century were
very different to our present practice. A long table was
extended from one end of the room tothe other, covered
with a green cloth, on which were placed duplicates of
the ornaments, furniture and jewels, intermixed with
masonic glasses for refreshment. At one end of this
table was placed the Master’s pedestal, and at the other
that of the Senior Warden, while about the middle of
the table, in the south, the Junior Warden was placed.
and the brethren sat round as at a common ordinary.
When there was a candidate to be initiated, the candidate
was paraded outside the whole; and, on such occasions,
after he had been safely deposited at the north-east angle
of the lodge, a very short explanation of the design of
Freemasonry, or a brief portion of the lecture, was con-
sidered sufficient before the lodge was called from labour
to refreshment. The song, the toast, the sentiment, went
merrily round, and it was not until the brethren were
tolerably satiated that the lodge was resumed, and the
routine business trausacted before closing.

ARTS, LIBERAL. The seven liberal arts and sciences
are Grammar, Rhetoric, Arithmetic, Logic, Music, Ge-










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































