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PREFACE.

This volume, as its title ndicates, is illustrative
of the principles of the ngtual Phifosophy. [t s
sent forth on its mission among men by the’ author,
with the firm conviction that”it IS a nece35|t¥ to
educate the people to a knowledge of the future
state by every method that can be devised by their
teacher’s In spirit-life. - Now that the “heayens are
opened, and the angels of God are ascending and
descend!n_?, ' and men can receive communications
from spirit-life, nothing can_be more apgro rate
than for them fo recejve instruction as to the
methods of life in the future state, and the prin-
ciples which underlie those methods.

With reason for his quide, man need not _st_um,kf)le
over the contradictions which come from spirit-lite ;
he may, through them, become far wiser, more self-
reliant, and at'the same time retain the fullest con-
fidence in the |ntegr|t¥ of the motives of those who
communicate to him from the other life ; because
he must know that his teachers will educate his
reason and develop his self-reliance, at the same
time that_ they reveal truths to him which reason
cannot gainsay. . The old theology has failed to in-
struct mankind in the use of the reasoning facul-
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iv PREFACE.

ties ; and therefore, the SPmtuaI Ph|Iosoptp/ comes
In 10 set them upon the track of reason, ard offers
spiritual communicatjons of ever grade 0 oRerate
upon the infellects of men as R naceas for the old
dogme(ljs which compelled faith where reason de-
murre

Considerate readers will always be upon their
uard, and adopt or regect what IS Rresen ed to the
Ind, according as it Comcides with reason or con-
tradicts it ; no matter If if 1S assumed that Jehovan
himself 1s'the author of the work.  Experienced
spirits state propositions to men jn the flesh as they
wouyld state them to each other; expecting or
hoping that they will not be taken for ﬁrante be-
cause Uttered by a spirit, but will be fully weighed
in the light of"all the reason and experience pos-
sessed by those who rece|ve thelr |nstruct|ons his
WOrK Is committed to the public in t |ss |r|t and
with the God-speed of |ts thor who a endeav-
ored to portray sp|r|t Ife, as far as he has ro
ceeded, true to the letter. ' Succeed mgI vol umeso
like nature with this will st|II further Iustrate the
Prmmples of the Spiritual Philosopt fyan portray
he methods of spirit-life; and I|eexper|ences
stories adapted to old and young, scenes and Inci-
dents, WIP com? se volumes adapted to the Ly-
ceum or family Tiorary.

Hammonton, N. J., March 2,1869.
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INTRODUCTION.

Heaven and Earth—the seen and the unseen, or
physical and spiritual nature, are so mdrssolubly
united, so dei)endentu on each other, that they are
necessarily alike : alike inwhat constitutes nature
In the distinct “spheres, physical and spiritual.
Physical nature daguerreqtypes itself upon, spir-
itual, inasmuch as™the fifst order of spiritual
spheres, termed the second spheres, are emanations
from the Physrcal bernrr; composed of the Jife-gs-
sences of the latter, . Fofms of life of every grade
of this order of spiritual spheres, are thus derived
from physrcal natlire ; theréfore the correspondence
of the orms which clothe physical and’ spiritual
sp eres must be perfect. ~However, this® corre-
sRon ence is accordrng to the law which defermines

that s Iritual nature 1s higher than physical, and
devel ops methods whereby spiritual €lements may
be appropriately combined for the production of
that varrety which is harmony, and consequently,
beaut whereas, In ysrca nature eements are
notawa S appropriate (ycombrned for the apro uc-
tion of t atv riety Whr his necessary to harmony,
or_even to the com fort of p ysrca man,

That the dwelling-place of departed spirits is a
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Vi INTRODUCTION.

real place—a sphere where varigty and beauty
reign, and where man finds himself situated in corf-
formity to his acquired tastes and habits .of life, is
an Idea so new to- mankind 1 the flesh, that ma_nny
are hard to be convinced of the fact. Many, ir-
deed, scout the idea of a life beyond the grave,
where Individuals find themselves {o be reallythem-
selves, having the power of locomation, using all the
organs of thie bodly, which body is a real one and
demands support fike the phgsmal hody of which it
IS a counterpart; that they éat and drink, breathe
the air of a world as real fo_them as the physical
was formerly, and clothed, like the physical world
N accordance, not only with the reqtirements of
the human dwellers in it, but alsp the reciprocal
wants of all lower forms. ~ The undefinable hegven
of old the_olog¥ I that to which most of the enlight-
ened partion 0f mankind expect to go, after having
laid aside their real natures and become something
as undefinable as the heaven to which they aspire.
This, 1S not the heaven to which believers in the
Spiritual Philosophy asplre' neither is it that of
which Nature, the' great teacher, teaches. Reason-
ing man must know, that as “ God is the same Yes-
terday, to-day and forever,” so, he lives In nature
the same; that is, exhibits Himself by the same
method throughout the spheres of s?mtual lifa He
must also know, that as man is, in the dawning of
his existence, s he i to be throughout his etefnal
existence; that is, his real nature_is established
with the "establishment of his being; and what
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INTRODUCTION. VU

changes await him are those which pertain to his
highér intellectual development. _

he chain of being which extends from physical
man to the exalted Supreme Intelligence of the uni-
verse called God, is an unbroken thain, inasmuch
as life is sup,Ported by the one established method
throughout its whole extent ; man being as much a
sentient being when he has outstripped'the highest
Archangel that now ministers in spheres akin to
the highest, as he is when physical man. He I
created to enjoy nature and myinister to nature as
part of it ; and nature below him is created for his
Use,

It IS necessary that the Re,ople_of the present age
should be educated into the rational doctrine of"a
future state in harmony with the requirements of
man’s nature, that theiraspirations after knowledge
and purity may be quickened, and they no longer
tremble irf dredd of the *Grim monster, death,™as
the inevitable and beneficent chanPe has been de-
nominated which ushers immortal” man into the
Inner temple of nature, where her heretofore hidden
glories are revealed to him, which the physical man
cannot Ipercewe. T0 secure this edycation, it IS
necessary 10 picture the natural modes of life of
those wrio have passed on to the higher state of ex-
istence, as well as to %lve the thegry of the exist-
ence of the s,econd_sg_ ere, man’s immortality, and
the immortality of individual identity, ~—— *

The sketchés of real life that will be given in
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vili INTRODUCTION.

these pages, will, no doubt, seem fancy sketches to
such as are Infidel to the existence of the spirit land
as pictured by the residents of that land, who make
It their pleastre to instruct men in the flesh con-
cerning their futyre home and method of life.
Nevertheless, as there 1S np need of substituting
fancy sketches for scenes of real life, where scenes
are_constantly occurring which, for multitude and
variety, can have no parallel on the ph¥3|cal plane
and which, for romantic Interest, cannot be, excelled
by any effort of the imagination, there will be no
imaginary scenes or sketches of life pictured, but
real ones, of which the author has learned by per-
sonal observation and the study of the experiences
of those of whom he speaks. =~ _
. The experiences of different individyals are given
in the Ian_guag%e of the spirit-teacher of the medjum,
who receives them from the individuals themselves.
This is the best method to pursue where a medjum
has become accustomed o one spirit-controller,
who_has become so thorou%hly accustomed to her
or his maqnensm as t0 be able’to use the organism
to the hest advantage. There is no abject i con-
suming time to acclistom a medium’s magnetlsm 0
many Spirits, when one teacher, as in tfie present
case, has so thoroughly developed a medium for his
own use as to be able to use her to better advan-
tage than any other could without more delay than
would be practicable. » _
Every medium possesses characteristics of mind
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INTRODUCTION. iX

and brain Recullar to himself or herself, and conse-

uently, whatever comes through the brain of .an
'medium from whatever spirit gr number of spirits,
must be shaped to the brain of the medium; or in
other words, must be spoken after the manner of
that medium. _The truth need not be colored or
distorted, but it must be spoken in language char-
acteristic of the medium, instead of the Spifit. The
more perfect the development of the brain. of a
medium, the more perfect _exPressmn will it give to
truth received from the SBIH controlling; but yet,
the !anguage will still be characteristic of the
quality of the_medium’s brain for giving expression
to thought. This J)nnmple thorolighly”understood
bPl the“world, and there will be 3 Better under-
standing of the, Phenomenon of mediums speaking
unworthily, as it is deemed, for the great and thé
eloquent of past times. . _

In these pa%es, |mdportant principles are ilJus-
trated by sketches and incidents; at the same time
that the’real method of life In the second sphere IS
Portra ed. The naturalness of stt-Ilfe, the fact
hat the disembodied live on after the manner
learned In the physical state, was entirely misun-
derstood until aftér the advent of the sttuaI dis-
pensation ; and it now remains for phi anthro?mts
of the second sphere to en_llghten men In the flesh
on the most important subde t a5 to what spirit-life
ltser%ne((ii how it corresponds with natural " life, so
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X INTRODUCTION.

“There is natural body and there is a spiritual
body and that the uses of the two carrespond,
shodld be |st|nctIY understood by aII n the*
flesh that the educa on of the phy 5|ca body may

roperl con ducted—its amma Ervoensmes
ove comet the proper degree, |ts tastes and habits
elevated to a plane correspon Ing as néar ytot e
spiritual as 15 possible In the present state of all
things upon the planet,

|f"these sketches, descriptions, etc., seem. insuf-
ficient to the reader to fully illustrate spirit-life and
the principles set forth or pointed at, he is re-
minded that this work 1s intended to be illustrative
of principles set forth in the several volumes of

The Principles of Nature ; aworkd|ctatedb  the
author of this, and through te same me um
These. volumes bem[q parttcular (Y devoted to_ the
exposition of pringiples WhICh underlie the spirityal
philosophy, exFIaln more fully than this the prip-
mFIes nerein llustrated.  Ongwork cannot contain

II'there is to be said on an sub#ect both explana-
tory and |IIustrat|ve and therefore, this and suc-
ceeding volumes of fike nature, are to be cthven to
the public as a sequel, or accompaniment to the
above named,
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THE PRINCIPLES OF NATURE.

This Work, dictated by Maria M. Kino, consists of three volumes ¢
the first of which is riow published, and for sale. This volume
contains a plain and concise exposition of the Laws of Devel*
ment of the Universe ; of Systems, Suns, and_Satellites ; giving the
number and condition of the Planets in the Solar System’; explains
the causes of the Rings of Saturn and the Belts of Jupiter ; the Spots
on the Sun; Light, Zodaical LIPht, Comets, Meteors, &.  The past
and present surface conditions, life, atmosphere, &c., of the Moan, is
particularly described, and the cause of its mottled appearance ex-

[ained : and whﬁ it always presents the same side to the Earth, &c.
he history of the origin, formation, and development of Earth to
the planetary or solidified condition is carefully given.

For sale at all Spiritual Bookstores, and by the undersigned.

_ Volume n.—This volume takes up the history of Earth where the

first volume leaves it, and gives its history through the Geologlc_al
ages, the laws of life—the Connection of Spirit and matter—and its
Progiresswe development from the mineral kingdom to man._ It gives
he Taw by which pemeswereorl%mated—vegetableandammal—the
origin of Man—when, where, and how ﬁroduced as well as the num-
ber of original races, and people of each race; also a history of man,
from his origin to authentic history. - The Deluge—its cause, extent,
and effect—is described, and when'it occurred.

_ Volume ILL gives an exposition of Spiritual laws by which the Spir-
itual universe Is_formed and s,ustalned—SglrJtual spheres, circles,
&c—Man as a Spirit, how he exists, goes to_ Spirit-land, returns, sus-
tains himself in" Earth’s atmospheré, conditions of society, produc-
tions, scenes, institutions, signiticance of colors, &c., in Spirit-land,
and closes with experiences 0f the Spirit Author, John Adams, in the
Spirit World.

The two last volumes we hope to be able to publish soon.
¢+ A J. KING, Hammonton, N. J.
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REAL LIFE IN THE SPIRIT LAND.

CHAPTER 1.

THE EXPERIENCE OF AN UNKNOWN ONE.

= 1 was hungry, and ye fed me not; sick, and in
erson, and ye visited e not.” . The canker-worm
unger gnawed at my vitals until | was prostrated,
sick; and such a malady as afflicted me then never
afflicted mortal, only when starvation had affixed
Its fangs within the Very seat of life. - Such suifer-
Ings as"| endured | cannof describe. | craved, |
Ioné;ed, | thirsted: ra%mg fires burned within me,
ang | even cursed the being that created me, ag
well as theﬁ who had incarcerated me and doomed
me to death by starvation.
| was brave, else | had not been thus doomed: |
scorned to cower before those who demanded of
me ignoble service. | would not hetray innocence;
theretore, | was threatened, and, finally, doomed to
death in"a dungeon, where crawling”vermin and
deadly miasms ddded horrors to a dgath b{ starv-
ation.” 1t 15 not to aggravate human sympathy that
| narrate such facts,"but to teach mankind that
compensation is nature’s rule; and that, for what-
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14 REAL LIFE IN THE SPIRIT LAND.

ever man suffers, he is, compensated, and becomes
satisfied that his sufferings have been an important
means towards. securing his speedy redemption
from the depravity of his hature; and conseq#entlﬁ/,
of placing him I a position in spirit-life wnere he
may. enjoy; and that with a zest corresponding to
the’ intensity of his former sufferm?s.
Sixdays in that dismal dungeon I suffered, andon
the seventh | was released. The unconsciousness of
death stole upon me while | was yet suffering untold
a?on_les from thirst and hunger.” The first Bmotion
of mind | experienced on awaking to consciousness
was a sense of relief. | reposed” in this in perfect
rapture. To be easy—free from that consumlng
a%onr was enough: and | would not make a singl
effort o recall antything to mind, or arouse myself
further. | simply wished to enjoy this rest; and it
was granted me to remain in perféct quiet and semi-
consciousness for, at least, an hour; when, more full
CONSCIOUsNess returmng, and sufficient” strength
havmq been acquired By my newly-born spiritual
body, 1 looked about mée. It was no I_onger dark-
ness that encompassed me. Amellowllg%h cheﬁred
orms hov-

my vision, and revealed to me angelic

ering about me. GIor){! I ess%red to ejacylate;
but o voice answered to my effort to speak. . |
gaz_ed upon those forms intently; my mind being
ntirely withdrawn, for the time, from my former
state. “| was very quiet, | thought, considering
that | was in angél hands. | had an impression
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THE EXPERIENCE OF AN UNKNOWN ONE. 15

that | must be quiet, and wait their will to move
and to think., _ _
As my vision strengthened, | recognlzed buried
relatives among that angel qrou?, and 1 knew that
| was dead; and the thoUght at en%th came that |
was free—nad escaped from the graSp of my mortal
enemies, and was et a |iving, séntient being, As
thoughts_began to arise in my mind of what'| had
ust previously suifered, they were at once dispelled
% some power, and | was caused to think only upgn
the pleasurable situation in which | found myse
and to dwell upon the realities of the life beyond

eath.
For the hours while my attendants were assisting
me to gain sufficient stréngth to enable me to leaye
the earth’s sphere and o, assisted, fo my spirit-
home, | reflected but littlé, and made little exertion,
| whispered to my attendants o_ccasmn_alw, ang
gazed upon them with ever-increasing deligfit, as |
Could more and more d|st|nctI%/ distinguish the
ﬁlonous halo which surrounded them, and”began to
ear the music of their voices. . Human presence,
human s?/mpathy, how sweet it is! how %rat_eful to
the hearf that has in aansh,Yearned and died for
want of it! | never realized its sweetness so much
as when | became fully conscious of my situation,
and was able to comBare it with that in which | was
but a short period before. | felt | had be%un to
receive my compensation for what | had endured.
| shall riot relate the circumstances of my journey
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16 REAL LIFE IN THE SPIRIT LAND.

to the spirit land, and of my revival to full strength
as a spirit clothed in a body fitted to the sPhere In
whichitdwelt. I shall only State in relation to these,
that the effect upon_ my spirit of the scenes which
opened ypon my vision at every step, as it were
and particularly' when | had reached the second
sphere and was able to look about me and view the
naturalness of the world in which | dwelt, was to
arouse within it the stronges_t emotions of wonder
and gratitude.  The fact of finding myself at home,
In_an actual dwelling, and surrounded by liome
friends, was such a Wonder to me that I could
hardly convince myself that | was, in reality, in the
land of souls. | lived in a comparatively dark age
—in the seventeentn century—and had been edu-
cated In the doctrlneds of thé Church of Rome. |
believed that | should be saved, h%vmg conformed
tq the requirements of that Church; but thlt sort
of a place heaven was, | had troubled myself very
little to inquire; and If | had, | should have been
but little wiser than | was, probably, as *gross
darkness covered the people™in that age, respect-
ing the spirit world.

he period arrived when. | was prepared to enter
upon that course of education and dISCIBhne which
every one must acquire and experience nefore they
are fitted to enter the higher circles of spirit-life
with the wise and pure, Who have been redeemed
from that %rossness which 1s Inherent in human
nature on the lower planes. It was then | com-
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THE EXPERIENCE OF AN UNKNOWN ONE. 17

menced to live over aé]am my life in the flesh. Then
memory was aroused; and every circumstance of
my lifé through all the days and years of my in-
fancy, childhodd, youth and manhqod, was reviéwed
again and again® and_the full significance of all
thiese, and the value of life’s lessons, were realized
as never before. L _

| lived anatural life jn myspirit-home, and studied
these lessons as a student Studies who must obtain
an education, and. deyotes the aEpropnate amount
of time to this abject. It wasa though | was, In-
deed, living again my life in the flesh, So vivid were
the picturés which memory drew of the circum-
stances of my past life. How | shuddered and re-
colled whenever memary would call UP the closing
scenes of my mortal life! when it ivovld pictyre the
horrors of ‘my dungeon, the crawling vermin, the
Pmsonous vapors that | inhaled at &very breath
he cold, damp Pavement which was mybed, and
the slimy rocks that constituted my dungeon walls
and shut out the light of day, the” genial air and
human sympathy ! °1 scarcely realized the horrors
of my situation, when | was actually dying in that
dismal dungeon, as | did when they were™pictured
to my imagination af times while | was un er%om
the necessary d|3(:|gl|n,e to develop mfy manhoqd, and
fit me.to act my part in the world of human bemcI;s
In which | was, "It was not enou?h that | shoufd
realize so vividly what | had really suffered at the
hands of my enémies, but | must sound to the very
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18 BEAL LIFE IN THE SPIRIT LAND.

depths the horrors of a Situation which it was pot
permitted me to fully realize while I was struggling
init. That | sufferéd all | was capable of, higaven
knew; but it was reserved for me in the future to
scan the details of mﬁ prison, as | could not in the
darkness with m¥_p ysical vision. And more, |
must witness the triuntph of my foes quer the hid-
eous.remains they dragged from the dungeon into
the I|ght of day that they might gloat oVer them
with demoniacal satisfaction, having satiated their
ven?eance, and consoled  themselvas as hest the

could, for their disappointment, 1 reviewed all
these most revolting and disfressing circumstances
and details repeatedly, until | cedsed to be agi-
tated, by the rememberance, or aroused to malice
a?al_ns_t my persecutors. Then | needed this sort
of disciplifie'no longer, and | ceased to think of the
past, only as stei)pm stones to the present.

The time at_length arrived when my murderers
were ushered into"the sphere, and prepared to
enter upon a course of experience and discipline
which should redeem them' from their deeply de-
praved condition. | knew that their discipline
must be as much more severe than mine had " ever
been, as their crimes had been greater.

| rejoiced ot in this, but’shedl tears of pl(tjy for
them, for | knew that n their natureswas a depth
of depravity that could only be reached and eradi-
cated by dreadful suffering. 1 knewthat remorse
would gnaw at their vitals” longer than starvation
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The expebience of an unknown one, 19

had gnawed at mine; and that its fangs hore a
trﬂorret painful venom than those of hunger and

Irst.

“ Let the cup,pass from them,” said |, from the
depths of my spirit: “it is enough that | have suf-
fered ; they know that I am o longer in their
power, and am as far aboye them as light is above
darkness; let this be sufficient. | crdve no_ ven-
eance upon them, and ,whr should they suffer?”

nd my reason |mmed|ate_¥ answered: “ Nature
removes the deadly ulcer with the surgeon’s knife,
as It were; and thé knife inflicts torture while it Is
yet the only means of removing that which will pro-
duce death unless removed. Compensation is na-
ture’s Aust law. and none may escape from the con-
sequerices of sin, or fajl tg enjo¥, as an effect of the
eradication of depravity from the nature, root and
tr)nrgpech, In equal proportion to their suffering, and

These victims of sensuality were my peculiar
charge during a period of théir experience in the
lowest circle” | "visited them often, being com-
missioned as a comforter to them, My presence
seemed to dispel the 1dea from their minds that |
was in a_hell of their creating; suffering unde-
served misery throu&;h their means. How they
strove to make amends to me for what theg/ had In-
flicted, after t eK were fully aroused to 4 sense of
their Punt! When they first entered upon their
discipfine, they felt more like gnashing upon me
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20 REAL LIFE IN THE SPIRIT LAND.

with their teeth, than otherwise; but they did not
behold me until they were repentant, and wished to
atone for their crime. . | would seek to amuse and
Instruct them while in their presence, and with-
draw their minds from the past. By ever¥ means
In my power, | sought to assuage théir sufferings ;
and, indeed, did bécome an angel of consolation
to them.  They loved me as they had before hated
me; they waited for my coming, as the weary la-
borer wajts for the coming of his needed holr of
rest; and the)( welcomed me as the trusting child
welcomes the loving parent.  And this was my re-
ve]p e—a portion of my compensation for Ppast
SUFferings.

Here? pause in my experience, and point mankind
to the moral of what | have related. No picture
of the imagination have | presented as a real ex-
perience, but a fragment of a life-experience as real
as any_ individual’s experience ever was. I lived
and siffered, as | have represented—the victim of
a dark cons |rac¥, which involved the life of an in-
nogent person. 1 was known to be a friend of that
Individual, and was suspected of usm? means to se-
cure his safety. | was called upon to betray him,
and | would” not. “Tour life for his,” was the
stem threat of the leaders. “Be it $0,” said | ;

he does nof suffer at mY hands.” Then | was
threatened with all sorts of tortures; 1 was tempted
by bribes; but I remained unmoved in m)i resolu-
tion.  This aroused the demons which dwelt within
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THE EXPERIENCE OF AN UNKNOWN ONE 21

my persecutors, and they resolved that | should
die the most terrible death they could. nflict.
When they were sure that death had done its work
upon me, eg remoyed my body from the dun%eon
and secretly buried it gloatm% over the crime they
had comml ted—the misery they had inflicted upon
afeIIow elnr?

Could men unvail the history of the_dark ages,
read the dark annals of crime, traced, if not upon
Earchment upon the memories of men, they, would
now of horrors untold, undreamed of: df many
whose fate was as terrible as mine. One need not
search in romance for experiences such as | have
related, for history has enough of them; and the
future shall reveal'to all enough of such sad history
to prove to men that nothm? hat the jmaginatign
can cf(l)n(t:elve IS 100 terrible Tor humanity to suffer
or nflic

Men exclaim, “it s foo terrible to believe, that
God permits such suﬁerm% such crime?” Butthere
IS no alternative; they mus acceptthlngs asthey are,
Man’s finte conceptions measure justice as the
can gpncelve it: not as Infinite Wisdom conceives
it. “All |s well that ends well,” s a saying amon
men; and thls must be acce[)ted as the motto 0
th eS upreme Director of events : as Infinite Power
suffices to eI|C|t |nf|n|te good from all that trans-
Blres as much from thaf which seems to men to
e eV| and onlyrewl as from that which seems to
be only good. That the very inharmonies of soci-
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22 REAL LIFE IN THE SPIRIT LAND.

ety, resulting as a necessity from the grossness of
Men’s naturés as they are evelopm? rom the low
plane of sensualism upon which theny Ind themselves
at first, to a higher, where harmorty is possible, are
overruled for goodb Him who has oydered nature
upon the preSent plan, Is evidence of the wisdom
the resources, of the Divine Intelligence, and should
satisfy the thinking mind that God wills only good
to His people, and possesses the power t Elicit
good from the operation of ever){ law of pature,

The ultimate rest, the overwhelming tide of glory
that awaifs every soul of man, is the Compensation
for all suffering.” The few brief years wherein man
can be said to'be “a child of sorrow,” are but a
fleeting moment, cqmﬂared to the etemnities of solid
pleasure that await pim. ~As a beacon .I|%ht to
cheer the mariner on life’s dark, tempestuous dcean,
as a glimmering star that breaks _throu?h the mid-
night'gloom of"man’s troubled night ot trial, as a
star of hope that cheers and sustains when the sink-
Ing spirit ?_rasps after something to lessen,_ its bur-
dens and Tighten its way, the promisg of Immor-
tall(t]y and complete blessédness In the future, Is ex-
tended to every one who will accept it, and with it,
the comfort it brings.

CHAPTER H.

a mother’s story.

| was a slave. | was bom in a cottage in the
rear of the mansion where dwelt my master, who
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was also my father. My mother was the waiting
maid of m 3{ father’s wife, and was a quadroon,
Wwhose beauy attracted her master, and’ was the
means of compelling her to a [ife of shame and
misery beneath his Toof, and in the very presence
of his wife, Persecuted by her mistress’as well as
her master, hers Was a ||fe not to he envied ; and
s ebe ueathed to her child, as a [ife-legacy, not
erown c%ndrtron of servitude, but a” disposi-

tro cank ere NJOroseness.

From early childhood, I was. marked by sullen-
ness. of temper, at the same time that 'was ex-
ceedingly self-willed. My father had_ transmjtted
his waywardness to me, which exhibited itself in
my willfulness and drsposrtron fo utter falsehoods,
and to aﬂ 'orrate t0 myself what belonged to
others, when could do so'without the fear of e-
tection. | was also inclined fo a sort of ind e en-
dence. of character utterly incqnsistent with m?/
situatjon in Irfe and woulld resist wron% with all
mymrght until T learned that slaves had owrong
to resist; or, rather, no_rights to defend. Thén
all m mdegendence of character, self-will, and
snaturalmoroseness, concentrated into severe sullen-
ness. | could express myself in no other way, in my
circumstances, than by maintaining a rigid, stlent
sullenness; one that provoked all who had to deal
with me ;" and, especially, my second master, whose
lecherous eye-had singled me out for a victim o
his lust. 1"'was too cold and sullen to suit his
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tastes and yet | possessed sufficient attractiveness

erson to°keep him intent upon his object of
ta rn meto hrs ur(g)oseaslongasthere remained
a shadow of a hope Of success

This master was not my mogher’s, as | had earl
been seRarated from her and forced to a.new home,
to,_ be the waiting-maid of a young mistress, the
wife of a young Master. | might fave been a fa-
vorite in mY aster’s house with servants and
master, If not with my mistress, had mydrsEosrtron
beendrf erent as | was apt to leam, quick o un-
erstan agorern my movements, an attractrve n

person, besides possessing a remarkable mstrnct
|n Judgrn of character. | knew mturtrve g how |
might Rarn the confidence anq affection fever
ong wit whom | became acquainted; yet | scorne
to seek the confidence or esteem of an}/ and
d?omed myself to endure the dislike and hatred of
all around’me,

Stripes could not conquer my self-will; neither
could im rrsonment In ar%arret of cellar on short
fare; ang | was driven into the field to share the
labors of the “common hands.” More than this, |
was forced to accept a husband from among the
field hands. 1 was wh ere escap%was |mpossr le,
and | submitted to my fate, only because I must.

| hecame the mother of three chrldren when m
husband was separated from me and sold
was informed that | must fake another. My sprrrt
had never been broken, although | had submitted
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to what was most distasteful to me, from the force
of circumstances. | had leamed fo confide in my
husband, and regard him as a friend, aIthough he
was by no mean3 my equal. He was a mulatfo, for
my master had sufficient consideration for my dis-
position not to seek to compel me to accept of one
In whose veins was no white plood,

| was aroused to desperation when | knew that
my hushand was sold, and that | should be re-
quired, like all others of my class, to take another,
whether he was pleasing t0 me or not; and | re-
solved, that come what would, | would not. My mas-
ter was nat of the most cruel kind, and he coritented
himself with causing me to be _rePeatedI whipped ;
and finding that | was incarrigible still, he resolved
o, sell me,"and keeﬁ my children, who were, prom-
Ising slaves, and whom'he intended to retain until
they should be of an age to demand high prices. |
had foreseen this, and was Prv?})ared for it as well
as It was possible to pe. | was well aware that,
sooner or later, my children would be scattered,
and_ | resolved thdt | would bear no more to be
subjected to the cruel fate of a life of slavery.

|"'was sold to a master who demanced of “me the
same Impossible sacrifice that my former master
had, He could not conquer my stubbornness, and
aqam | was,offered jn the slavé market, as a chat-
té1, to the highest bidder. _

Te who aré high spirited, independent wives and
mothers, picturé to yourselves a woman whose
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comglexmn IS scarcely tinged with the African hue
whose_hair, though Black’ but slightly waves, and
hangs in loose ringlets about her neck, tall in stat-
ure, with an eye and air that bids defiance to all
by-standers, and with a heart b_urnm%wnh Indigna-
tion and fierce resentment against the whole Tace
of her oppressors, being conscious of the real
wrongs, which she suffers, and you will have some
idea of the woman exposed for sale because she
was too willful to submit to her master’s authority.
Scan your own dispositions, your own sense of jus-
tice, your own motherIY, wifély, womanly instincts,
and answer if you would not, under similar circum-
stances, be swayed with similar passions as those
that possessed my spirit as | stood, the third time,
upon the auction block, subjected to Indignities
which must make the very blood boil in the” veins
of any true woman. Too much Caucasian blogd
coursed in my_veins to germn me to be a servile,
crouching, sniiling chattel: and | stood there, scom-
ing to look upon ‘those who apEroached me, or to
answer tiuestlons which were asked me. It was no
wonder that | fell, at length, Into the hands of a
hard master—one who boasted that he could tame
me. | shall not relate half of what | endured at
the hands of this master; it would only excite use-
less symloath . Butl must relate the circumstances
of my releasé from a life of servitude, and this shall
suffice to picture the disposition of my master.

| had been literally flayed over my back and
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shoulders, and to my very heels, and salted down
m Nervous S stem ggve way, and | expired on
t eheaP of straw and loody btankets that Was my
bed, with no attendant near n“e. |t was not per-
mitted that any should seek to minister to one Who
was under the ban of her master, as I was; and
after my punishment had been inflicted, the master
himself’ commanded every slave to his quarters on
Patn of punishment, He’did not care to gaze upon
he work he had done through his servile execu-
tioner, for his conscience smote him, and he had a
presentiment that the punishment had been too se-
Vere for my constitution.

When | “say his conscience smote him, | do not
intend to corivey the idea that he possessed suffi-
clent conscience 'to.be greatly affected by the suffer-
Ings of a slave, which fie had caused, or; indeed, of
any human being.  His conscience was seared, et
there was a voice that could reach his, spirit and
reproach him with his mhumamt?{ This 'voice he
had hushed so repeatedly that he could but just
understand it on this occasion, else he had ‘for-
bore to add the last drop to the cup of suffermg
that was already overflowing; else he had not sai
to the trembling servant, satt her own and leave
her.” However, It Was well that he satd ths;
it was well that' the, last drop was added to the
]gevreaflcstwmg cup, for it sufficed to shorten my suf-

|

%tle | was being bound to the rack, and. was
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groamn with inward agony in dread of the expect-
dPunls ment, did | imagine that | was so soon to
realize the hopes of a lifetime? While the lash
Was descendmga upon mY naked person n such se-
verlt)( for 5o many Ionlg, ong minutes, | did not ex-
pect that this was'the [ast punishment | should ever
receive, and that in a few hours, instead of a stem
master and cruel overseer, and a trembling crowd
of slaves, I should gaze upon angel countenances
ministering to me such tender consolation as should
melt my spirit Into thanksglvmq! _

In that dreadful hour | thought terrible thoughts!
Manacled as | was, | hurled” defiance at mg Der-
secutor, even with the certain knowledge that for
every such word | uttered | should hé rega|d In
blows, tenfold. | could think of nothm? ut de-
maons, when In the power of such a wretch, whose
only aim was to quench within me the last vestige
of Independence and real womanhood.  Nature
had so formed me that | could not be moved in my
purpose, in a tiling so vital to. my happiness as the
privilege of reAectmg a second husband. =~ My phy-
sical Iife could be duenched in blood, after having
suffered for months and years what was worse tha
ten thousand deaths; bt the inherent cqnscious-
ness of right and justice was of .the spirit, and
could no more be crushed out of it than its very

life,
“Ye may kill the body, but ye cannot kil the

soul.”—Ye"cruel taskmasters, whose only aim is
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to oppress the Iowlgf and wrln? from them, b
stripes and unmerciful exactions of servile obedience,
the last vestiges of manhood, know this: that ¥our
power can nat reach the mmost spirtt, to crush from
It one spark_ of its mherent odlike manhood.
Tour op ressmns mayo scure, for the. time, this
manh oo but 1t 15 ol covered by the flesting va-
pors of depravity, WhICh linger I the constittion
of the individual, but which Will e dissipated when
the spirit becomes free to exert its natural powers,
Tour etforts to dePrlve a class of your fellow-pemngs
of the “right to liberty and the ‘pursuit of happi-
ness,” are “the coals of fire which shall_burn into
your spirits |n the future, and ye shall writhe in your
a ony as e have made those writhe whom ¥e ave
ashed Info submlssmn to your unlawful authorjty.
Te who so eFrecate the "results of the conflict
which eventuated in breakm([:] the chains of mil-
lions, beware how ye seek 0 rivif again those
chains! Beware how ye forget that r|ust|ce will not
always stay her hand, nor mercy forever delay her
coming o a people ‘whose arms have been out
stretched to heaven 0r S0 manX ?neneratmns
can not change the fiat of the Imighty which has
gone forth, thatfreedom shall heunlversa and every
face and geople shall enjoy its blessings and develop
undler its banner.

When | awoke a spirit, being at first in a sort of
semi-unconsciousness, | imagined that | was be-
numbed—could not feel, fromthe fact that my suf-
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ferrngs had been so |ntense and the thought came
to me that | should die. There was jOK In that
thought, and in that Joyl rested for awhile, until
thoughts came clearer and | opened my ¥es y
vision was dim, but | beheld, not the familiar walls
of my coftage, but forms. bending over me that
were strange. My attention was" arrested, and. |
gazed, butveryquretlx | made no stronrlr effort to
See or understand who those were that T saw.
thoudhtno more of my recent sufferings, but watched
my attendants until 1 was satisfied that they were
angels; and still | watched until 1 recognized old,
famrlrar faces. Wrth this recognition “came the
know eng ¢ that | was a spirit, and was worthy to
Seorrenet y angel-friends ‘on *Jordan’s” farther
It is my purpose now to pass over a portion of
my experience, and_commence again where | was
made acquainted with m power o return to Earth,
and mrnrsterto frrendst ere; and, instructed as o
h/ as a moth er to Watch over my children in
the fles and to aid them by every means in my
ower. The, knowledge that 1 could return t0
arth Was withheld_from me until | had leamed
the use of my spiritual bogy, and how to control
the ma netrc e ements whrch constrtuted the sphere
In which | dwelt, and the pat wayonwhrchl must
travel to return 0 the Ph ysical s here and which
must constitute my footing In th e D fPrsrca atmos-
phere. Assoonas | had attarned sufficient knowl-
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%e of these elements to assist myself, | was ac-
anied to Earth by friends who rendered me all
necessary assistance,” and instructed me in the
method of sustalnlng Yself In the physical atmos-
phere. | Was required to returno en for the pur-
pose of famili |ar|2|ng myself with the method of
PlutHng myself en rapport with individuals in the
e

S
| was in the care of my father’s relations more
than otsm mother’s; m )ta ther hlmse# eing my
guardlan a Rortton of the time, and a sister, the
aughter of his wife, was the one who attended me
most constantly, and. nstructed me_ most.
hon}e was near this sister’s, but not in the same
circle

| had much to do to qualify my ru?ged nature
to the degree that 1 could for?we Stém hatred
not only “for my master, but for all masters—all
who assumed 0 rule over slaves—possessed me:
and, could I have wreaked vengeance on any such,
| would have done so. My kirid teachers—and of
these | had many—strove.to instill better principles
Into my mind; and, besides, | was disciplined In
the knowledge that the evil In the natures of slave-
masters originates like that in the natures of all
others; and is no more than that which rankled
in my own nafure, | had hard Iessons to leamn;
severe discipline to undergo but yet Was apt to
learn, and did not linger long over m% |essons,
intellect brightened Wlth a remarkable rapldlty
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whep subjected to the process of development pur-
sued in spirit-life,

At first | could neither love or endure my father;
nelther could |, with patience, hear my laté master
soeno only in terms of reprobation. | wished

curse him, and to hear all others do the same ;
Was not permitted to associate with those
who wou curse—m attendants were not of that
sort ; toufg some of them had not outgrown their
antipathy fo oppressors, but such were’ restrained
from uttéring curses upon any. If they cursed at
all, 1t was In the sdenceo th |rown chambers or
those retreatst e¥ sou tas aces of study an
contemplation. [T any'had suffered wongs, I'had ;
If anyhad much to fofgive, | had: and | was made
to feel this, most poignantly, as | conned over and
over again the motives which actuate human' con-

uct,
At length | concluded that m rxlate master’s dis-
position Was bequeathed to him, as mine was fo
me ; and that he had lacked properculture to quali-
fy that disposition, as | had. I candidly believed,
at length, that his crimes resulted, not so much
from himself, as from the institutions of society and
antenatal PfOC|IVItIeS | attributed my own dispo-
sition to the wrongs which mY mother suffered
which were permittéd by the rufes of society ; and

why should" | n?t af Vel attnbute the depraved
dispositions of all to like causes ? * An eye for an
eye, and a tooth for a tooth :” this, | was’ satisfied
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was nature’s law.. My own experience taught me
that by stem discipling I was to be perfected in my
nature that | was tq be brought to' repentance by

ern% made to concelve the actual enormit ?f .

rse for wrong  committed would only be
awakened when that Wrong was pictured t0 the
mind in all |ts enormit

When |"had reached the |porntthat | could thrnk
of myl atemasterwrthoutcu sing him, | was impelled
to visit him, and, with the consent of his guardrans
PUt myself en rapport with his.mind. Previous o
his, I "had commenced my ministrations to my chil-
dren, and had schooled myself in the method of im-
pressingmy thoughts upon the mrnds of those with
whom 1" was en raﬁ ort M o ject rn vrsrtrn him
was to discover the state 0 |s mind, and, If pos-
sible, Impress it with thou?hts that might lead. to
repentance. Many times T succeeded i arousing
thou%hts in his mrnd reIatrve to the_enormity of his
crimes; th oug hts wh rc aveo en since come before
his mind, he fiaving learned their source. | was per-
mitted by his uardrans to be his accuser, even be-
fore he entered”upon spirit-life, because my motives
were good.

Here my “mother’s story ™ properly begins. |
have beeri long In introdficing it; however the
story of my life to thrs period pro er n¥ belongs to
my ‘narrative. Iy disposition pro p e {0
quard all my children, and do for each What was in
my power. They’\rvere all slaves, and separated
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from each other. Two were sons and were body
servants.  The daughter was awaiting maid, as her
mother and grandmother had been hefore her.
When | assumed the charge of my children, they
were young, but of a suffiCient age to be required
to do’the duties of adult slaves,

My younger son, William, was the servant of a
capricjous naster; one who,could rarely be suited,
and who was wont to vent his spleen upon his serv-
ant in stripes, whenever it suited his fancy; whether
the servant had commjtted any error or not, It
seemed as though Providence had made a mistake
when this childwas committed to such a master;
for his disposition was not one that could brqok
such wrong without awish to retaliate, a disposition
to resist, e the consequences what they m:%ht. He
was his mother’s child, emphatically; and my heart
was drawn to hjm, even more than to the others ;
for 1 knew | could do him more service, because he
bem% like me, could better understand me : and
also because he needed my ministrations more than
the others, who were of more gentle dispositions,
and bore the burden of servitude with greater ease
than he. | shall only speak, in this narrative, of
my_experience with this one.

'he’ mother of slaves, | had yet a troubled ex-
perience before me; | had yet to Wade through Jee
waters, whose channels were beds of mire, into
which | sunk unless buoyed UR by the strength
derived from a knowledgé of the Causes and Te-
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suits of the many varied experiences through which
individuals pas$ in the flesh. | was leaming the’
uses of my own life-experience, at the same’time
| was watchmq the life-line of others; and |
* qathered strength with knowledge to sustain me
rough the bitter trials | hadto endure as the
quardian of my son.. _ _

My effort was to_impress the mind of my child
with'the folly of resistance to his master’s authori-
ty. | was anxious he should retain what manhood
Wias possible under the circymstances which en-
vironed him,; but | was not willing he should suffer
as | had done through willfulness. 1 rather chose
that he should make sacrifices of his dignity, than
to be “ broken on the wheel,” as | hadbeén, with
ng other effect than to increase the intensity of his
willfulness and hate of opPressors. _

There were timeswhen | coyld make him under-
stand that there was a guardian power over him
that watched for his, godd, and that would have
him quiet his dispasition to rebel: and again there
were other times when he would rage like a chained
tiger, apparently utterly unconscigus of any quar-
dian power, and careless of all conseqUences.
Sometimes | was at mY wit’s end,” having ex-
hausted, as | thought, all my ingenuity to ng”pur-
Rose, to attract hismind from thé contémplation of

IS gloomy fate, and to direct it into such channels
as would permit me to suggest schemes of reforma-
tion and methods of amusement—any thing but this
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constant dwelling uponwhat could be, by no means,
bettered, as g/et. .

He was pérpetually longing to escape from the

land of slavery, and “attemiptéd it on three occa-
sions, and each time was cau%ht and returned to
his master, | need not tell what was his punish-
ment on these occasions. A mother’s heart was
forced to bear what she could not prevent ; and it
was mine to mipister to the despairing spirit while
the bodﬁ/ |languished in agony, only gathering new
strengit for Vet more sevére ‘sufferings,
. At'length a crisis arrived in my son’s fate, He
was a mah, and loved a woman with all that inten-
sity of affection of which his really noble nature
was capable. The_ object of his love was a slave
like himself, and, like "him, had more Caucasian
than African blood In her veins.

How | deprecated this circumstance ! How | re-
gretted that'he should ever have met one that he
hould so love ! Does any one ask why I thus re-
gretted that my son was made happy in'loving like
ther men? Ask not this, ye who Know that u'oon
the altar of Mammon 15 sacrificed everything a slave
holds dear /—ye who know that mothers’ tears, In-
fants” agonizirig cries, hushands’ and wives’ profest-
ations, count nothm% In the halance when they are
set agamst dollars and cents in a commumt}/ \ihere
the [aw proclaims the H%ht of qne man to hold
another as property ! | strove with all my power
to divert my son’s 'mind from this love. [T was of
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no avail. His nature yearned for the comBanlon
ship of a wife, and a wife was granted him by that
power that was supenor to mine—the power that
said yea to his natural longings, while |t hyet knew
whatwouldbethe resulto this union; while | sai
nag nouvmg also what would be its result, in all
babili

Guard|ans learn that the power that gversees
them and their charges often conceives differently
from themselves of What will be for the welfare, of
those charges. | knew there was g supenntendmg
spirit that watched . my dealings with my son, an
possessed power to influence him When he conceived
It to be necessar Th|s s Irit could I|keW|se influ-
ence me—could’ psychologize me and, cause me
to, do his Wlllwhen he chose or when his superior
wisdom said it was necessary, either for my’ good
or that of thosel had in chiarge.  Whenevei” my
will was crossed, | paused and considered. | knew
there was a purpose In It, and I had but to study
this purpose Iwas not the onﬁguar lan of my
son: and | knew that he, with all Others of mani-
kind, was o sirigtly quarded that no circumstance
of his life was suffefed to pass unnoticed. The duty
and Power to superintend. the guard|ansh|p of my
son | knew to be re osed |n th IS spirit, who was in
one sense, the quardjan of all m sons uarg |ans
| reposed” entue confidence in the wisd m of this
spirit, and yet | suffered when | knew William hag
entered upon a path that must lead to sorrow, such
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as he had not yet experlenced and sorrow not only
to him_but to"his wife and the Innocent children
that might be the fruit of thls marriage.

For & time, the current of his life ran quietly.
He was more haﬁpy than he had ever been since
the da s of thou less mfanc A child was bom

|h te eness of it mother only more
beaut| ul, and Possessm%]supehor qualties of mind.
Upon this child the father doted, Toving it with a
fervor that corres onded Wlth his' affection for his
wife. Foolish man! thou |, t0 S0 aIIow ypur-
self to Iove these, smcet et{] are not ours
you not know,” | said to him repeate ly, just as
plainly as | could say it, " that I your idols will be
snatcfied from you, some day?” He understood
me: he cau%htt e impression so vmdlY |mgressed
Pon his mind, and 1t saddened him. It was a sort
of preparation for the blow that must fall upon him.

He was a hetter servant after his marriage, and
strove to retain his Place with his master that he
might be near his wite. Lucy, his wife, was a maid
Ina famllg that had located” themselves near Wil-
liam’s master, whether permanently or not was not
settled In thetr own minds unt|| three years after the
marrtage of their servant.  Then it was demded 0
leave the ocallt(}/ and settle in a far-off city. Surely

love was b when 1t did not foreseg that this
might happen : it is said to be always blind, but its
blifidness does not always lead to such a catastrophe
as occurred In this case.
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The shock to William could not have heen greater
had a thynderbolt burst upon him, than It was
when he learned that Lucy was about to go, and
take her child also, which, of course, was thé prop-
erty of her master. What should he do? ~ Her
master would not buy him, neither would his mas-
ter buy her and the child. *You will forget her,”
said his Christian master; “there are plenty more
as nice as she.” *I can not forget her,”he an-
swered, “and | will never try,” he added, thought-
lessly, but in his desPeratlon. ,

She went, and he tollowed. He eluded his pur-
suers and reached the city where his Lucy dwelt,
|t was m ?nwlege to assist him m_dewsmg_means
to escapé from nis master and avoid detection, |
concerted with his other guardians and those of his
pursuers, and together, we misled them. _

To say that ["was_anxious during all the time
that my~son was a flying fu?mve, Will hardly ex-
press eénough. | was vigilant beyond what | was
wont to be and watched for means to guard his
safety as | had never watched before, He was be-
coming so accustomed to the peculiar influence |
threw “around him, that he would pause when |
made a special effort to make him understand, and
wait for the Impression; and he learned that jt did
not mislead him; and he always obeyed it as far as
he understood It.. _

“The voice within” called so loudly to him on
one occasion when he was resting in the shadow of
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an outbundmg which he believed to be occupied

v slaves, thathe fled precipitately to a stream and
foIIowed Its course, wading for several miles, when
he ook to a swamp, whefe he ImPered for days
hidden, part of the time beneath 0gs partly |
mersed In water, where. dogs could not_scen h|m
or If they could scent him to the verge of the water;
where he could not be suRgosed t0 he unless he
were dead: and part of the time hidden in the
branches of trees ang aqatn digging for roots,
Ree mq bark, or gathenng eaves, OF such fruits as

e could find to satlw his hunger On thls occa
sion | had said: “Wiliam, th e¥ are close,

our trac “and, at the same time ap quic
hought, | gave. him the impression WhICh Way to
fleg o sectre his safety.

“How shall | ever escape from this swamp?”
thought he, after he had lingered there many days,
not ann? to venture forth In any direction, know
ing that It was well quarded on every side. *Wait,”
safd * the voice within,” once when he had resolved
0 venture, and he dared not go, but waited. Again
he decided to venture, and ‘did, not In the night
time, when his pursuers were eagerly expecting”to
see him crawl forth and stealthily flée to the Rext
stream or swamp, but at noon-day he walked boIdIy
forth toward a cluster of cotta es u on a anta-
tion, beann% an axe ypon his. shoulders which
had accidentally found, W|th his face blacked, hav
ing the appearance of a common hand belonging to
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the plantation.. He was_not even observed with
sufficient attention to elicit a suspicion. * He knew
he should find friends and rest among those cot-
tages. . He remained there unfil his pursuers tired
0 waltmgi for him to_emerge from the swamp, and
left the ‘locality, believing he had succeeded in
eluding their vigilance, and gone on.  Thus the
slave-Catchers ofthat vicinity Were thrown off their
9uard and he had less difficulty in devising means
fo make another stage of his journey thar he had
In proceeding thus far. T _

he greattst difficulty awaited him in the cit
where he sought his wife and child. He was ad-
vertised all through the c|tr¥, and a handsome re-
gard offered for his detection. He wes a valuable

Slave, and could not be given up until every means
for his capture had been exhausted. But he was
not to be returned to slavery(; and the powers of
heaven were enlisted against the masters this time.
However, there was a necessity for ingenious de-
vices to baffle the slave-hunters, which Called forth
not only all of his ingenuity, but ming, and that of
all those who attended at any time upon his person
as immediate guardians,

_Dls?ulsed ds a_common negro, he entered the
city at night, and found refuge”in-a family of free
neqroes, ~ Here he rested from the toils_ of a long
and perilous J_ourneﬁ, sending out his spies to dis-
cover, If possible, the whereabouts of Lucy. She
was found, at length, and acquamnted with the fact
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that her hushand was in the city, and waited an op-
portunity to see her and the child. She sought an
opportunity and met her husband, but the™ child
was not with her. She could [nvent no excuse to
take 1t upon the errand her mistress hagd commis-
sioned her to do'in a. ne_lglhbormg art of the city,
?nd she dared not insis uPon aking it with h%r,
est she should excife susP clon St asked the
privilege of calling for half an hour upon an ac-
quaintance, and it was granted. Durl_n? this half
nour she met William, and the few brief moments
allotted them, on this first meeting after the perils
O]Fegtlisn j(s)urney in search of her, only sufficed for
g_“ Corme again,” said William, “when you can,
without arousing suspicion.  You must be' as cau-
tious %gam_st this as though you knew my life de-
Bende on It, for it does deperid onit. | shall never
e captured alive.” _ , _

Manths passed, and during the time, occasional
stolen interviews occurred between the huspand and
wife. The child was brought once, but the father
on]r dared to logk at it; he did not even kiss the
ﬁhl d he so fondly loved, lest a kiss should betray

m.

It was decided in the minds of Lucy’s owners
that she must marry. She had exhibited a decided
disinclination to make the acquaintance of any. of
her class of the opposite sex, This was dlsi)leasmg
both to her master and mistress, who valued her
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child very hlghly, and wished to possess more of
such valuable property.  They resolved to force
her into a marriage with some |ke,IIX slave of mixed
Rlo%odd’ of whom tfiere were plenty In their neighbor-

Here was a dilemma. Her husband in her near
neighborhood, unahle to use his pnwlege as a hus-
banid to claim his wife, or even to make his Iﬁ)resence
known, while she was subjected to constant perse-
cutions on account of her obduracy.

William’s spirit could not brook such a state of
things. He was aroused to desperation when he
reflected upon the circumstances which environed
him and her for whom he lived, like so many chains
that hound them both to a fate so terrible.” | was
consciqus that a catastrophe, of some kind was ap-
proaching, Some terrible misfortune, | was certain,
Wwas, to béfall him, or something that would seem a
terrible misfortune from his stand-point. | dreaded
such catastrophes, although | now knew that their
ultimate effect would be salutam{._ How* could |
witness such sufferings as | knew this son to be ca-
pable of when his spirit was wrought up to its high-
est caBauty of suﬁerln?? The trial came to me; in
part, pefore it came o him. | was i)repared to
minister to him in suffering, as | could not have
been had it come Upon us hoth unawares.

Lucy’s master bemg known to William, he re-
solved; in his disguise as a free mulato, to go'to him,
casually, to seeK’employment, and in some way in-
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troduce himself among the servants, and thus make
the acquaintance of the fair Waltm?-mald whom the
master was holding out as a lure to some slave of
mixed blood. He could not represent himself as a
slave, but he could assure her master that the chil-
dren should be his if he would Plve him_L ucy for
his wite, - But the plot would nof' work.  The mas-
ter would have nothing to do with free men_of color.
He disliked to have nis slaves mingle with such,
and William was forbidden to come upon the prem-
ises. Had the case not been a desRerate ong, he
would never have attempted this metnod of gaining
his wife, knowing, as he did, the prejudices of mas-
ters argam_st free"Colored people.

Something else must be ‘attempted: and there
was 1o time fo be lost, as Lucy was forced to ac-
cept the society of a gentlemanly quadroon, the
body servant of a gentleman In thé city. Extraor-
dindry pains had been taken to introduce to her the
most a%reeable men that could be found of the kind
with whom they wished her to associate. This one
was sure he could overcome her reluctance, and
?am her to be his wife. It was nothing to his mas-
er where he found 2 woman with whom to associate
among the slaves of the city, as long as he owned
no female slave that needed a husband, . He liked
him for a body servant, and humored him to visit
such females as he chose, when it did not interfere
with his duties. _ ,

Lucy rejected the suit of this one also, and was
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seve Wy punished for her obstinacy—so severely
Illiam resolved it sliould be”the last pun
|shment that should be inflicted upon her by mor-
tal man. He resolved that she should die, and her
child also: and that he would be her avenger upon
her master, let the consequences to himself be
what they mrght |d seek to thwart, these dark
Bur 0ses'that he was long in conceiving in his mind
fore he brou hthrmsel to the point that he could
execute them ? Dr | seek to impress him that it
would be better to let thrngs fake their course,
rather than be the mstrumen of deprrvrn? his wife
and child of life? When | read the first thought
o thrs resolve in hismind, | knewwhat my forehod-
gﬁ had pornted at and Severe as Was the ordeal
im through which he must pass, | acquiesced in
his resolve, uFon due deliberation of all the conge-
quences involved. Yes, | acquiesced even in his
resolve to cut short the fives of two slaves, otherwise
doomed to a more terrible fate than they deserved.
| did not_acquiesce in his resolve to commit an
further crime, (if crime this could be called), but
beljeved that this act once committed, he would be
satisfied to forego further revenge unon the master
He did not Teveal his purpdse tq her whom he
Rroposed to save from he fate, but he steeled his
eart to contemplate, in her verY presence, upon
the best manner in which he could accomplish his
object. He could not See her often, now that she
was under the severe displeasure of her master:
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only occasionally, for just a moment, when. she was
on 'some errand, could he see her, and this would
not suffice for him to accomplish his pU_IROSG and
escape. Besides, the child was not with her on
such occasions. He had studied, hefore coming#o
this terrible resqlve, as to whether it was not possi-
ble to escape with his, treasures from the land; but
he concluged it was impossible for him to do so.
But, In order to mislead Lucy, and get her and the
child in his power, he told Rer they"would escape,
and that she must meet him ont ebank?] of the
river on a certain night, where he would have in
readiness a hoat in Which the_g, would start upon
their perilous journey. Heeng ined her to be most
cautious, and Instructed her to commit hey roIJect
to a friend who should ask the mistress the privi-
lege of takmﬁ the child home for a night to visit the
children of the servants of her master’s family.

Lucz had been an obedient servant, and had
never Shown any disposition to wish to escape, and
consequently, was not watched. Her child was a
favorite, and allowed pnwleg_es such as children
love, and as cost masters notfing to g,rant. There
was no harm in the slave-children of different fami-
lies associating, and if a child was a particular
favorite of thé master and mistress, it was some-
times allowed privileges that had better been with-
held, unless it' was proposed to loosen the galllng
chains of slaveay and give the child to understan
that It possessed legitinate rightp.
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|t was arranged that Lucy should herself apgomt
the night, after’she had ascertained when she Could
make an excuse, or get an errand out in an evening.
Suffice it to say, thé time was appointed, and the
fugitives took “to the hoat, and the husband and
father managed that the boat should sink in deep
water.  The'mother and child were not long strug-
?Img with death, neither was the husband and
ather long in reaching the shore. “ They are free
at last,” thought he, In” such agony of spirit as only
one under_stich circumstances could know. *She
was my wife, and rather than that another should
possess her | have killed her; and rather than that
my child should suffer as | have done, | have lolled
him ; and | am not sorry.”  Such were his thoughts
as he returned to the place of his abode. ButWwho
shall picture the anguish of his spirit as he thought
and continued to think of what he had done, and the
causes that forced him to doit! “I have wrecked
my own happiness at the same time that | have
done the best for them,” he repeated to himself
again and again, for he could never persuade himself
that his act'was really blameworthy. “Call it mur-
der, if you will, you viho. make laws for the protec-
tion of one class of society only—you who act as
though slaves could neithér love nor protect their
wives or children, and have no honor to defend! |
will show you that I can protect my family; if not
inoneway, 1 caninanother, | will téach masters that
there are'watchers about when there are unprotected
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Wives who are sed} up as %attle to lure some beastly
villain who would take what is not his own.

William was no murderer in his heart, and he
contented himself with what he had done, as | be-
lieved he would,  He read the advertisements scat-
tered all abouf the city the next day after the ca-
tastrophe, and he. knely that LucY master would
writhe under the infliction of the foss of two such
valuable chattels. [t was suspected that her hus-
band might be In the city, and had concealed his
wife and child somewhere. _

Again tjie slave-hunter was on his track, but he
was Wise ‘and cautious enough to baffle him againt
A child’s cap was cast upon the shore, and revéaled
the fact that the fugitives were either drowned or
escaped by water. “Search was instituted, but no
hodies were recovered, and still it was believed that
the two might be In the city, and the search went
on until 1t Was abandoned as too expensive to be
longer continued.. _

Ny child’s spirit was broken. Many times he
wished he had sunk with Lucy and his’ boy; but
he lived to the alge of three score years, though not
In the land accursed with slavery. = He left the city
where he was perpetually. haunted with sights and
sounds that reminded him that he was not safe.
from the grasp of his old master. He went to the
land where slaves were safe, whether recognized or
not, and there he toiled through weary y&ars with
the great burden upon his spirit that ‘made him
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Rrem_aturely old, and sent him to his grave before
IS time, “He never sougiht female sometY, but
when others were happily, joyously partaking
of the pleasures of home, with wives and children
to love and caress them, he was along, broodmg
over the past, thinking what might have been, an
Yg&u&l])els reaming of @ possiblé” re-union with the
When at Ienqth_he laid himself down to die, he
told the story of his wrongs, and what he had done,
to. an old friend who was his attendant, and who
ministered to him the consolations of rellqlon a5
est_he could. *1 have nothing to regret,” said
William, “for what | have done. | Rave lived
many years since | committed the act for which the
|aw would have consigned me to a murderer’s death,
but never opce has my conscience reproached me
with the crime of murder. | was a Slave, and as
there was no law to ‘orotect me and ming, it was m
duty to do the best | could for them.  Whenever
have thought of my wife and child, | have expe-
rience a 0y that the¥_ were not in slavery. | could
never have “endured life as | have, had ‘they been
living and subjected to the hardships of a’life of
bondage. | should have gone mad had another
Possessed my wife; for my_ disposition was such
hat | could not have submitted to this as others
might: but | have suftered, God only knows how
severely, and_death comes not top soon to deliver
me, whether it restores to me my loved ones or not,
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| believe they live, and are satisfied with what |
did for them. ,

This last remark he uttered, and his countenance
_brlg,htened 25 though a whlsp,erm% spirit had said
In Ris ear: “1t was Well done.”  There was one, In-
deed, whispering this to his sensitive ming—the
mother who stood with exhpectant arms, waiting to
clasp to her bosom this child that was soon tg be
bom into the world where. there are no clanking
chains, knotted lashes, qallmg manacles, and mer-
ciless, unrestrained masters. =

CCIts enougfh " at length said He in whose hands
is the power of [ife and death, and the long-suffer-
mg one opened his eyes upon a paradise of univer-
sal freedom, where his longing spirit was satisfied
with the sight of his wife ‘and child, who repeated
in his ear “It was well done,” in answer to his ques-
tioning look.

. My tale is told. There_is more than one moral
in 1t'to which | would’ point all who may read_It.
Slavery, as among the institutions of the qreat Re-
public”of America, 1S a thing of the past; but its
victims are scattered over thie broad republic, and
many Is the tale, as dark as ming, that |9ht be re-
peated by the actors therein in the eafs of the
American peaple. Slavery is dead only in the eyes
of the laws of the land; Its stt still fives, and the
down-trodden freedmen of the slave States that
were, attest this as they still lift their aspirations to

—

s 30008



A mother’s story. 51

heaven for more perfect freedom—for the privilege
of recewmg ust compensation for labor, and of ex-
emption from the persecutions with which old slave
masters and fosterers of the Institution do,not cease
to follow them. | conceive that nature has drawn
a distinctive line between the races, white and black
and that the commingling of the two can only result
in the degradation of thé one to an extent utterly
Inconsistént with their development to a high plane
as Individuals, communities, or as a wholé people.
There is no disquising the fact that an inferjor race
must be Serfs as long as they are intermingled with
a superior; the latter feeling their inherent supe-
r|or|t¥ and exercising that influence and authority
over the former that is inconsistent with their true

q—lewers of wood and drawers of water,” or serv-
ants and underlings, so distinct from the, dominant
race that there can be no_such unrestrained inter-
course and feIIowshlp 8 IS necessarh/ among Citi-
zens, must the blacks be, as on? as t e are mter
mm?led with the whites, no_matter what privileges
the Taw may grant them. They will be shunned at
the polls by the very men forwhom they may be
allowed to “vote, as well as by the white vofers;
shunned in courts of ,ustme where they may St as
jurors or as counsel; shunned In legislative halls
Where they may, perchance, be elected to sit among
their white bréthiren; shunned in every place, an
In every capacity, by the most of those of whom
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they would be peers, as being fellow-citizens, par-
takers of the same rights and responsibjlities, Na-
ture alone is responsible for the prejudices of race ;
and 1t would be wisdom In whites” and blacks to
recognlze this, and devise a method whereby the
weaker race may be delivered from any possible
danger of re-enSlavement, and from the position
Where _theP/ must remain dependents upon a race
that wﬂlg udgmgIY grantthem any privileges above
those of dependéntsor servants, = .

Couldthe blacks now striving for political freedom
and equal rights, with their Oppressors realize as
plainly as dotheir fathers in the spirit land, what
IS the” only method wherey they can secure entire
emancipation, perfectireeddm, and place themselves
ypon a level with the_nation of whites with which
they are now Intermingled, they would arise in
their might and demand room for themselves upon
the continent where their fathers were forced to en-
dure the burden of slavery for so many generations ;
where they might b}g themselves, and, s it were, un-
der the shiadow of the flag which they so rqanful_lr
helped to sustain In the hour of the Aation’s peril;
and |n the light of the institutions of the sister re-
Publlc, develop, as freemen in the enjoyment of all
he rights and privileges, honars, and Immunities
of citizens a commonwealth of their own, They
owe It to themselves to demand this from the peo-
prle whom they have served so long and at such Gost.

hey have made their imprint upon the American
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nation of whites, as that nation has upon them;
and the dividing line between the colored and white
Beople might séem hard to be drawn. But it would

e drawn,"and drawn_right; for nature makes few
mistakes In matters of such moment to whole races

Of men.
| have studied much through a Ioan life, upon the
Problem of the disposition_gf the black race upon
ne American continent, The experiences, of my
life have led me to the irresistible conclusion that
there can be no harmony In_the American Bepub-
lic as Iong_ as two such distinct races are intermin-
led thergin, and_for the reasons already stated.
he whites can find laborers in abundance from
among themselves of those who are anxious to be
hewgrs of wood and drawers of water,” as long as
necessity. compels them to this mode of life, but
who aspire to' g higher position when they have
honestly earned 1t, which position they can “attain
there being no barrier of race hetween them and
other whites. Blacks who have as justly earned as
h|gih aposition can not attain it as fong as they are
obliged to ask it of a dominant race.
“ w?uld not avelasllave to ttillmgI roHnd,I ’
EgraltWee \X/Veaﬁ% tfswaete Rinews ngug%\{vaﬁg sl
_ Have ever earned.
This is not the Iangua?e of those who have so re-
cently been deprived of their servants, and present-
ed with the alternative of starvation or lagor, or of
paying for the tilling of their lands or letting them
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o untilled. ~ Therefare it is that dark Rlots are, at
IS Perrod being laid by many wno have Vowed
that the neqroes shall be re-erislaved, or shall die.
The blood of the blacks will flow [ike water in some
of the States unless the powers of government are
enlrsted to wrench them entrreI fr m the_qgras
th erropgaressors among whom t ey are inter rn
gled like helpless lamb rnthemrd ofwoves
have b e an dred |n the rron rasg of one
wh owas e ueateID to look uPon all iIn"whose verné
coursed African blood as only fit to be slaves, an
ected to more rnhuman treatment than brutes
cou d bear; and whrle | fu yapprecrate the causes
of the prejudices and Inh u manity of such as are
SeeKin n to restore the orler of things, I do
most ecrdedIK object to.th erragarn ossessrn the
power to do that WhICh IS in thélr hearts to do to
my posterity. | do, moreover, pled%e myself as |
have often done before, to work with all the power
| possess, and in concert with philanthropists of
every race and natjon, for the establishment of a
confederacy of blacks Upon the American contrnent
where they may develop themselves, side g side
with the whites; learning of them, and yet indepen-
dent of their power,
" Animportant lesson | would teach by my narra-
tive is, that spirit quardrans while they perform the
work of such, are Tearning the significance of life's
lessons, as they could not while 1 the tlesh: that
they are doing'the double work of educating them-
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selves and Performlng the part of aqents of the
upreme Inte |gence of the Universe, 10 loot after
their kindred. T would have all fo know, that a
long life in the flesh dogs not suffice to teach any
Individual the full S|gn|f|cance of such a life; and
that the trlals |n0|dent to alife |n the flesh are n-
cident to a life iy the s |r|t as ong as one holds
the office of quardjan, In the sense that the quard-
Ian a;r)]premates the ‘trials of a fleshly charge as
though they were his_own, and suffers’in a egree
colrre(sjpondlng o his ignorance of the principles in
volve

When the spirit mother_beholds the arms of a
beloved child outstretched in such aqony as nearly
unbalances the intellect, it can be bu ?on to that
mother, who knows that the burden is, for the time,
upon the child as though it were always to be
borne. I she whispers ™ it will pass—this fearful
gon this dire ca amlty WI|| be forgotten the
crushed spirit says: “Nay, | can never forget: |
must forever bear this birden:” and the miother
weegs bearing, for the time, the burden of the

There is a joy to the mother or the near relative
|n bem erm| ted to watch our loved qnes n the
geasuremwar mH off danger, in mshlhng
|nstruct| N by the still whisper, wnich is as th
voice of God'to the spirit.~ A guardian would not
exchan%e the office for the privilege of exemptiop
from 1S trials, for he knows that™he 1s an angel,
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God-&ommlssmned to those he Iove? best; and who
would not be an ange of mercy, of deliverance, or
Instruction, as long &s there Is one, whether kindred
or not, who, with™waiting heart, hnfgers upon the
m%rtlal st}ore—the glad recipient of"celestial light
and love’

CHAPTER HI.
CHILDREN IN THE SPIRIT LAND.

. A prace dedicated to the amusement and instruc-
tion of children 1s a paradise of beauty. ~Attached
to all the temples of the four ower circles are the
grounds devoted to the children. Within these
grounds are constructed bowers which serve the
purpose of school-rooms, as they may be denomi-
nated, in reference fo their use ; and” surrounding
these are gardens of flowers and shrubbery, groves,
with pla |n% fountains and purling stregms, sing-
Ing birds, and every variety of pleasant sights and
sounds that children love, and which are calculated
to cultivate a refined taste, and a love for nature,
The bowels are constructed of flowering vines, and
are such Pleasa_nt retreats that it is a pleasure for
children to visit them. They are so constructed
that outside objects are hidden from view, so that
the attention ofa group may not be distracted from
whatever is beln% taught; “at the same time the
profusign of roses, thefragrant air, and the cheer-
Ing smiles of a loving teachier, make it a pleasure to
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the children to remain within as long as is required
for g lesson. .

Of all the pleasant scenes to be viewed in the
spirit land, there 1S, none so attractive to a lover of
nature and humanity as that presented within the
children’s grounds at a season when the_children of
a community are gathered from their different
homes for the purpases of Instruction. and amuse-
ment-children of all ages, from “the infant a day
old” to the adult whosg childish nature places him
among the children who congregate on such occa-
sions, attended by their nursés and guardians_and
such friends as choose to accompany them. They
are allowed ger,fect freedom to amuse themselves
as they choose in their own grounds, subject, how-
ever, 0 the watchful care of guardians, wno permit
no unbecoming behavior in this public place.
There are_hours at these seasons devoted expressly
to thelr instruction in their respective. Dowers.
They have reqular teachers, being divided into
gro,u s according to their ages or” advancement;

esides, whoever wishes to assume the place of a
teacher of a group, on any.occasion, can 0o 0.

The mannér of teaching is adapted to the natures
of the children, being ore_natural, and better
adapted to childish natures in the higher circles
than in the lower, where the teachers dre, necessa-
rly, of a lower grade. Compulsory study is not
the: method with the children in these “schools.
They take their lessons from nature, and listen to

=

=
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oral instruction from their teachers, besides being
required to study_ohjects, their uses, derivation,
construction, etc. ~ This study is rendered attractive
by every means which mge uity can invent. Itis
a_necessary qualification Tor a teacher to be inge-
nious In the matter of devising plans to attract the
attention of children and make study agreeable.
The Councils have the supervision of the” instruc-
tion of the children, and they select the teachers
from amang the most. intelléctual and kindly indi-
viduals of the community. These teachers are such
from choice, as nong are compelled to follow an
employment distasteful to them.

e guardmns of the children are the fathers and
mothers, or brothers and sisters, or. the nearest rel-
atives that are agapted to the office of guardian,
Such children as have no parents in the spirit land
are usually committed tq the care of such as_did
not sustain the parental relation on earth. = Such
are required by nature and the rules of society In
the s?mt land; to_learn the care of children, to Sus-
tain the resgonsmle osition of quardians to the
young. There are never wanting such who are
near enough of kin to a child bom into the spirit
world to aSsume the care of it, and supply the place
of parents, Grand parents_ often superintend the
care of little ones committed to Inexperienced
nurses, as It is their pleasure to dandle on their
knees the helpless ones that have heen withdrawn
from their parents’ arms and committed to theirs.
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_ Unworthy mothers are not permitted the guard-
lanship of “their_children, even t_hou?h the”latter
m$y be upon their own moral and intellectual plane.
There s a power that prevents any mr{ustlce beln%
done_the children whoare “bom in sin and shape
In iniquity,” as well as those who possess the supe-
rior advantage of a more exalted parentage. The
best that can be done for the children of the de-
%raded, and who are themselves degraded in their
atures from the circumstances of their birth, is to
place them under the care_of teachers and guard-
lans who are the best qualified to instruct and care
for them, bemgnsufﬁmently allied to them in grade
that they can'have the dpprapricte Influence over
them, and bear the influence of their degraded mag-
netism.  The children in the first and sécond circlés
are under the strict supervision.of the Councls of
the third and fourth, by whose influence it s that
the most a Pro&rlate quardians and teachers are
selected for them. It Is rare to find a mother in
the first circle who is permitted. the constant care
of her children; and, indeed, It is rare to find one
that cares sufficiently for her children to be troybled
much at this deprivation of her natural pr|V|I_e(I1es
—natural only when the mother 1s naturally fitted
to enjoy. it—s ,only the, most _degraded of human
beings find the|rﬁace in the first circle, on enter-
mﬂt e second spnere.  Children partake so naty-
rally of the natures of their parents that the chil-
dren of the degraded find themselves in the low
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circle with their parents, when both are transferred,
In the infancy of the former, to the, second sphere;
although the"children of the fjrst circle are always
of Its Nighest grade, those of the second being of
its_severd] grades. _ _

The advantages of the children of each circle are
accordlnp fo their capacity; and the highest circle
that confains children provides no more carefully
for its own than for the children of the circles be-
|ow it, with the cooperation of those circles. Even-
handed gustl_ce is the rule, in a Sphere where higher
forms of society and more perfect methods of gov-
ernment prevail than are possible in the physical

To the unipitiated it is. wonderful to witness the
|ove and confidence. that is, from the first, placed in
the purse or guardian, by a child who has left its
mother in th& sphere bélow. _Agparently_, oung
children are entirely unconscious of having sus-
tained the loss of a mother’s care until they have
learned to love a stranger as a mother, Ttiey be-
lieve—such as are of an a(%e to distinguishi the
mother from all others—that their mothers aré with
them still; being psychologized to see their moth-
er’s face in theirnurse, until they gradually become
accustomed fo the_care of the” Aurse arjd to the
sight of her face. Thus the burden of grief is not
permitted to rest upon the infant as it would, could
It at first realize that it is entirely deprived of it
mother’s care. How sad would be'the condition of

s G00Q 8



CHILDREN IN THE SPIRIT LAND. 6l

the world of young children bora into the spirit
world, had natUre not provided a means of prevent-
ing the wejght of sorrow that must fall upon the
youn% Plrl could 1t realize what 1t 1S to be de-
prived of a mother’s tender care. As.a child grows
In understandmt}; It 1S made acquainted with its
loss, and stimulated to seek its mother in earth-|ife,
and hover about her and the home-circle, and thus
keep itself accustomed to the home-magnetism, and
learn life’s lessons throuRh the agency of sympa-
thetlc communtcatlon Wit athnltlzed kindred.

An important emﬁ]oe)iment of children In sptrtt
life Is to uah themsglves for the duties of maty-
mY by acqumn an experlence of life such as 1

|éarned n the rphysu:a state. Being deprived
hy5|ca| ||fe beforé maturity, they must avail
te selves of the means naturé offers of studying
the lessons of this life; which means is the_power
they possess to open a commupication. with the
ph;{SlcaI world through some affinitized individual
In the flesh—as a brother or sister, or some more
distant relation nearly akin by nature, They are
earIY taught the methiod of eptering Into Sympa-
thetic communication with their friends in the tlesh,
and thus, by keeping themselves in direct commu-
nication with the mind of the one with whom they
have formed this, magnetic connectlon they expé
rtence |fe |n the flesh, sympatheticall g hrou h one
This s nature’s method of e ucatmg
the chtldren of the second sphere In the necessary
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experiences of a hfe in the flesh. 1t | |s not neces-
sary that they be alwaysenr rPportwu one |n the
flesh neither always hovering .about the home-
circle but the necessmes of thetr develgpment re-
uue that they spend a portion of their time jn
etrs irit-home, where they find such pleasurable
emp oyment such suttabe mstructton that com-
med Wlth the Thrtw ege of thus stud %/ln g life jn the
flesh, th ey are uII¥ compensated for hetreary 05
of physical life.. The time spent by children.in the
secorid sphere, is for rest and pastime, principally;
the hours devoted to their mstruction there bemg
to them hours of recreation, from the method pur
sued in giving Instruction.  They rest, frequently
when In attendance upon their friends in the phys-
|ca| state, but they take thelr pr|n0|pa| rest at their
homes n the s |r|t and, where they imbibe gle-
ments better fitted to their natures than they find
In a physical atmosphere. Thelr proper growth
and harmonious development IS secured. only by
their spending the greatest portton of their time In
the spiritual Spherg, where alone perfectly appro
priate conditions eX|st for the Prop I sustenance o
spiritual beings. The effort that is necessar
matntam a place and an existence in a physica at
mosap ere, |s suc a or 8 1S unsuited 10 children
ny great | en th of time; and the effort that Is
Neces ary on the gart of nurses. and guardians to
retain them pear earth’s surface is too"laborious to
be continued for any great length of time; there-
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fore jtis a just provision of nature that children
require more time for recreation than for labor,
Women who develop the motherly instincts, and
characteristics, in the spiritual state, are initiated
into their work bly degrees. They are educated
Into loving and caring for young children, by being
appointedto ajd their nurses m_Performmg Varjous
offices about them. When a little helple3s infant,
perchance one who has never seen the light in the
physical state, but is sent “half made Up,” as it
were, to the care of spirit-nurses, IS born into the
spiritual state, It is at first committed to Some ten-
der mother who 1s ye,arn;ng for a_babe left behind,
and whose motherly instinCts, being already devel-
oped, prompt her to' such tender nursmg as 1 requi-
site I such cases. PerhaBs she may be permitted
to continue to_ nurse the babe; but; unless she is
espeC|aII_¥ qualified to be a mother fo that particu-
lar one, it 5 very likely to be committed to the care
of some childless worhian, a relation, whose mater-
nal instincts have become sufficiently developed to
cause her to wish to assume the care of the little
one. . Whoever adopts it must daily carefully bear
It to its mother’s breast, that it may imbibe a por-
tion of her magnet_lsm, that It may continue to de-
velop and be [ike Tier, and retain | ero er charac-
ter as a child of its parents.  This she must do un-
til the child becomes of an age not to require her
s?ectal attendance, if the_parents are worthy and
all circumstances make it possible that they can
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Justlg claiir their ch|Id In the future. If they can
not 0o th |s the child is hers, and Is educated into
regarding her as mother, while it draws the neces-
sar maﬁ1 netism to continue 1t proper growth from
Its own mother, until it can dispense with her mag-
netism and a gropnate that of its adopted mother.
The spiritual child needs not the thS|ca magnet
ism of 1ts mother, but the spiritua an IS only
nourished to  certain stageo its growth yhers
as nature, havm? instituted the child of a Certain
([Jrade of magnetic elements foupd n %h ?Onstltli
lons of its 0 nparents Its foetal or Infantile deve
opment is not possible, excegt carried op through
the mother’s organization yt IS prowsmn |t 1S
possmle o, continue a child’s’ development in the
Image of its parents aIthough it may be early
transferred to spirit fife, while they remain in the
flesh. ~Of all the provisions of nature_for the hap-
Pmess of man, for compensation for trials and mis-
ortunes jn the flesh, this 1s one of the most benefi-
cent, as, by 1t, the_sorrow of years of bereavement
Is compenSated.  The parents who have for |on
years missed the companionship of a loved child,
and moumed as thou?h that child were not, be-
cause hidden from natural sight, experience such
an qverwhelming flood of joy"as compensates for
much sufferm? When they recognize that child in
the higher state, and witriess the filial love that ||as
grown with.its growth until the sentiment has be-
ome, in this higher state, what it would not have
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become in the lower—such an exalted sentiment
that the parents realize that they never before con-
ceived what is true filial love. While memory
awakes In the minds of the parents, and the, per-
chance, forgotten love for the child is all aroused,
they realiz€ that the child has never forgotten to
cultivate a love for them.

Female children in the spirit attend upon female
children inthe flesh, and male upon male, as thus
only can they gain the appropriate experience.
Brathers attend tpon brothers, sisters upon sisters,
or, when there are no brothers or sisters, upon cous-
ins or other relatives, and, in rare cases, some attend
upon affinitized children who are not related ?P(the
ties of consan_?umn . There musthe a close affinity
between a child and its companion or c_har?e Inthe
flesh, else there cannot be that magnetic altraction
necessary to keep up the communication between
the minds of the two. A child cannot exercise a
will-power s_uﬁluentkl strong to overcome the ob-
stacle that IS presented to ts_coming en, rapport
with another too unlike itself. ~ The magnetic repul-
sion is too great to be overcome by its partially
developed powers. . . .

(Children experience trials in spirit-life in common
with those in earth-life.  They weep over the sor-
rows of their kindred in earth-life, as they become
acquainted with these through sympathetic commu-

* ideation with friends.. They cannot always. have
their will; being required, ffom the necessities of
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the case, fo follow the employment of guardin

some relative jn the flesh, under’the supervision o
an older quardian, for a certain portion of each day,
except stich days as are given them for holidays.
It 1S dlsagreeab e to them, qften, to follow this em-
ployment; o stud rt/ and ractn:e the method of keep-
|n%themselvese rapport with their charges ; how-
ever, it Is an imperative necessity that the|r guard-
jans shall demand this labor of them. Th e¥ are to
be edycated to labor, as well as to learn life’s les-
sons through another: and the discipling which Is
exercised to this end js salutary.

A child that finds its nearest aff|n|ty outside its
own famlly circle, 1s requned to spend-a portion of
each day with |ts own famly and a portion with
Its char%e in another family. ~ This is as agreeable
to the child as though it wére renuned to spend the
allotted time in one place or locality_in earth’s
sphere. It naturally loves its charge in the flesh
better than an){ othér one, unless it be its arents

Often it wouldTinger around its mother or father if
ermlttted and neglect the important duty of study-
mgcns lessons th rou h another.

quld it be understood by the members of fam-

;{<cnc es from whose midst loved ones have been
taken, how pleasing it is to these “lost lambs of
the flock™ to be remiembered and frequentl goken
of—not with such emotions of rief asae t 10
swell the hosoms of the recent] P/ ereaved, utW|t
the same cheerfulness of spirit as they are apt to
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feel in speaking of those absent ones who are not

lost” {0 them as these others are—they would
seek to quell their emotions of grief, and” for the
sake of the little ones, keep thelr memory green
and speak of them often as' though they weré still
living, loving, and de#endent children.  They would
remind each other often of these ahsent ories, that
no member of the family should forget that these
are of the family yet, and destined tooe; and their
troubles would’be lightened if harmony and love
were ever manifestedin the circle.

A childish spirit cannot bear sorrows such as
mothers feel, and 1t is_ not profitable or agreeable
to them to witness the intense emotions which sway
the mother’s spirit when she is bereaved of her
children: therefore they are allowed to witness as
lttle of this as possible until they are of an age to
bear sorrow.  “My mother weeps incessantly, and
| can not soothe her, for she does not see mé near
her: so take me away from her, for | can not bear
to see her grieve.” Thisis the language of many,
very manychildren, who, are of an"age to under-
_statrrl]d tfrlle r?ondltlon of mind of those they approach
Inthe flesh, = . .

Strong emotion is one important means in use
for the development of the mediumistic powers of
individuals, and therefore it often hapPens_ that
mothers are comforted by the presence of their lost
ones, which they are mage to feel, E)erhaps, but mo-
mentarily, but Vet so vividly that they are com-
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forted ; and the memory remains with them as an
assurance of the frequent presence of the 0st one.
A mother wept in eepe t sorrow over the 8rave
of a recently decease babe. Her grief could not
be sounded; as hers was a spirit Whose depth of
feelrng was |mmeasurable Her love was as’ deep
as er%rre andte babe of her hosom that she
In_the dust, was, as it were drawing her
sprrrt after it to the land of souls. . She knei not
the comfort erived from a faith in the spiritual
Phrlosophy—from the knowl edge of the Presence of
oved ones in the amrIY circle whose C ag mrn%
with mother earth In the cod churchyard
needed comfort; and a hand of spirits, hér near krn
dred, bearing the habe in their mrdst formed a cir-
ceahout er and rmgressedvrw upon herbrarn
the presence of her babe hovering about her. So
reaI was this presence fo her, that her grief was
Immediately changed to joy.  He is here: | know
he is here about“my head, and not in this cold
gvave 0 home, and he will ?o with me.”
ith this thouéht this fee md vrvrdxrmgress%
upon her mind, the mother went to her hom
assured her friendsthat she knewher babe had visited
her atthe grave; shewas assure of it as though she
had seenhim. Years have fled, and this circumstance
is as vivid in_her mind now as on the day of its oc-
currence.  The effort was a stronP one, as her
friends realized that her griefwould destroy her
mortal life unless it was stayed.
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Surprises sometimes have a very salytary effect
upon an individual; and it is the practice ‘among
spirits to_stimulate the_progress of individuals
just entering upon spirit-lifé, by surprising them
with the unexpected apﬁ_earance of friends, “Man
mothers have buried children, who have believe
these children helped to swell the mass of souls
doomed forever to writhe In torment in the place
Brepar,ed_for unbelievers. As unnatural as slich

elief js, it has been enforced, and mothers’ hearts
have bled, uncheered hy the hope which sustains
those of a more congenial faith,

A mother was dying. Her kindred were gath-
ered around her bed, and her minister was admin-
Istering the consolations of the church.  She re-
celved the sacrament, expressed her faith in the
atoning merits of Christ, and died with a load upon
her spirit. In her last moments of consciousness
she remembered that If those merits availed for her
they did not for her son, who had.died unconverted,
"| shall not meet him at the nght hand, of God,
where | expect to meet his fathér and sister, my
parents, and somany loved friends,” and she thouglit
she could not rejoicé in the prospect of meeting only
apart of those whom she had foved who had” gone
before.  “But it is the will of God:” and her
spirjt passed into the presence of a band of her
kindred. *These are happ% and holy, I know from
their angelic countenances, but where'are the others?
And heisnot here; itisas | expected.” She was not

s s 0008



70 REAL LIFE IN THE SPIRIT LAND.

permitted to feel grief or strong emotions of any
nature now ; butas she becane strong, and her
mother-nature would not be restrained, she_asked
for her son, * Where is he? Do you know?” said
she t0 her hushand, who was conversing with her
and seekrnﬁ to instill into her mind a knowledge of
things as they are. *| would go to him if | could,
if he'were in ndIf said she. “We will go to him,’
said the father. To?ether they sougnt, as the
mother supposed, a plface where the venqeance of
God was being visited on condemned victims, - A
fair landscape” opened upon their vision as they
traveled, andatarrdwellrn a[P(Peared In it ac
%round embowered In trees and shrubbery,
atural ever th rn% seems,” salid te mo her
am surprised tat eaven 15 such a plac. ”\Nhata
pleasant view ! and what a fine residence " *“We
Will call here,” said the husband ; “ 1 know the fam-
lly who reside here. “But_a moment,” said the
other. 1 can notwait” They entered the path
that led to the dwelling, and “followed It as it
wound throu?h ardery more tastefullY laid out
ana adorned than she had ever seen. ~As they drew
near the dwellrng ong agproached them In Joyous
mood, and welcomed them as his Barents
mother” he said.  With inexpressible AO and as-
tonishment she clasped him to_her bosom, s
thrs your home? and do you dwell alope?” said
‘It is my home, and we will find if there is
another occupant of this dwelling.” They found a
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lovely woman and adopted children, who called the
son and his_companion father and mother.  Satis-
fied, and with a heart full of such gratitude and
Pﬂralse as she had never pefore experienced, this

other reclined upon the bosom of her son while
she recounted to.him her sufferm%s on his account
—her fears of his awful fate. He then recounted
to her something of his life history in the sPhere.
With this experience there came t0_the mother a
new revelation of the love of the Fatherto mis-

uided men. Henceforth she looked not for such a

lace of torment as had haunted her visions in the
past. She was sef at once upon the track of rapid
pr%g_res_s In leaming the ways of God with men,
and’In improving her own nafure.

CHAPTER IV.

A COUNCIL OF THE ANCIENTS.

Deliberative BOAIES are the orger in the spirit
land in all the circles. \Whatever interests a com-
munity, several communities, or 8 whole circle, is
discyssed in council.  The Councils are composed
of all, both male and female, who interest them-
selves In the subjects under discussion. In the
lower circles, among those. who have not accepted
the doctrine of the” equality of the sexes, females
are exclude, or admitted only as Spectators; how-
ever, there 1S no circle in which there are not com-
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munities where women participate in the discus-
sions of the Counclls.

In the first circle, where the lowest of mankind
are, there are several ?rades that are not qualified
to form themselves Into deliberative bodies, or dis-
CUSS any questions, There are others containing
individuals qualified to conduct drscussrons and de-
liberate upon many questrons In these, Councils
are encouraged as they are consrdered an Impor-
tant means Of develop rn% the rnte lect of any who

will Partrcr pate in them Or attend as spectatars,

All matters that pertain to the Welfare of the
members of the various circles of spirit life, and also
of men in the flesh, are discussed 1n the Councils of
the varrous circles, and means are devised to carry
out the projects proPosed to aid in carrying on
the work of reformation among mankind ‘in both

p| shall not here state the gradatrons of the Coun-
cils, or the particular office assigned to the General
Councils of each circle, but only’state that each cir-
cle convenes a General Council, and these General
Councils of the highest circles convene a Grand
Council; which latter has the oversight of all mat-
ters pertaining to universal progress in the circles
below_them in the second sphere, and on earth,
This Grand Council is composed of the wisest sages
of the four highest circles of the spheres, andto
these is committed, by the wisdom of the third
sphere, the task of devising for the whole second
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f[]Jhere and the f|rst as already stated ; save always,
atte are aided by mspirations from the sages
of the sphere above.

The order that is universal in the second sphere,
and which is propa ated Into the first as rapidly as
mankind bec me eveloped to concelve f order
and good government, is. ins Ewed y these sages,
who ‘delibérate in council as men, and ewse as
statesmen and philanthropists, practical projects
for the insurance of the most raP Id progress possi-
ble for all classes of men below them.

A sage IS necessarily a maIe accordmg to, the
definition given to the Word among men: but inas-
much as it'requires a male and a fema ¢ {0 Compose
a whole man or perfect being, a sage of the spirit
land may be understood to be, in offe sense, a Wise
man and his wife, who is also a wise woman. In
another sense, both men and women may be termed
sages, as the women of the hjgh circles are, wise

and prudent, and honor their hUshands by sitting
Wlth them in council.

The Council 1 would describe was of the Ejghth
circle, and was composeg of sa?es as all of‘this
C|rcle are con3|dere such by all the dwellers in the

ere |t was convened irj a grove which was the
tm le of the community wher it convened. This
rove was a paradise of |oveliness and grandeur,
all old trees, like monarchs of the forest, were the
pillars, jvy entwined, which supported a dome con-
structed of wavy branches and leafy boughs, among
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which birds flitted and twittered Jogous,notes, while
through Intervening spaces could be discerned the
blue dome of heaven, sparkling with a light as bril-
liant as that of diamonds and Tubies. Brooks mur-
mured in the recesses of the grove, sparkhn? fount-
ams_pla¥ed in the open areas, and flowers bfoomed,
loading the air with sweet incense. .

Bengath the shadow of overhanging foliage, the
Council were assembled, and sitting I delibération
upon a guestion of the utmost importance to man-
kindinthe flesh. The fathers ofthe American Repub-
lic were there assembled, and deliberated upon the
question of emancipating the slaves of that Repub-
lic. All those old" statéSmen, whom the American
people so much honor, were there, having but re-
cen lY become members_ of the circle, and conse-
quently, mtermmPIed with them were yet older
statesmen who befonged higher in the same circle,
and who added theirsage counsels to those of the
others, not as dictators, but as men of more ex-
perience than these. _

This Council was not a General Council, but was
convened from several communities, which commu-
nities were composed of Americans and Europeans.
Those who particularly interested themselves in the
affairs of the Republic, whether Americans or Euro-
peans, composed this Council, S|tt|_ng as members
of the_body, participating in the deliberatiqns, were
the wives Of these ‘statesmen, who, by their educa-
tion In the spirit world, had fitted themselves to sit
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heside their husbands and deliberate upon ques-
tions of as great moment as the one then under
consideration.
ccordrng to the order of all deliberative bodies,
there was a presiding officer, who was suR port ed
not by a score of Yice Presidents, but by his wife,
who Sat by his side, not to dictate to hinf or to the
Council, bUt to express her views as a member of
the Council, and to assist her husband should he
desire t. This was, according o the Ir)er fect order,
not only of this circle, but of“all the hi her circles,
which order nature established when s e created
man male and female, and pronounced the, two one.
Upon the principle th at neither a positive nor a
negative acts effectualh{ Y itself, nerther a man nor
awoman can act effectully alone,  This principle
rs ful h recognrzed when It IS permitted that woman
erp ace y her husband, whatever his office
or esp onsr rrtres may be. His reason Is her aid;
and her intuttion is his. Both reason, and both are
rnturtrve Yet nature has formed the man more em-
phatically the reasonrn? and woman more emphat-
ically the intyitive part of the whole which consti-
tutes the perfect one
Women do not preside in Councils in the high
crrcles of the second s here but keep their place
hlt e side terrhu ands, and as thelr assist-
ants, when the latter are #rom ted to this oﬁrcg
gosrtrve nature of man fits him to comman
whrI the negative nature of woman shrinks from
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commanding or assummg the prerogative of the
ositive. Nafure has drawn a_distinctive line be-
een the offices of the positive and ne(Itatlve
throughout her wide domain; and not less between
those of the positive and negative constituting man
than of other forms. _The ositive is by no Means
g er than the negattve neither the neqattve than
\APOSItlve and yet their offices are distinct
oman In the Second sphere studies and leamns
the nature of the equality existing between herself
and man, and she rejoices to take ner true Eosmon
at his side as his. counsellor, and as possessin
equal rtghts with him to think, to deliberate, to ac-
vise, and devise and put Into’ execution any plan,
She' does not aspire to the more faborious task_ of
keeptng order Jn publi f assemblies, or of assuming
the osmon of Special Teacher, which office com-
prehends the dut% of exermsm%the strong p03|t|ve
will-power over the pupil, which power can only
eﬁectuallg/ EXerclse th the mae conttnuousl as
IS necessary wh en th e eve opment of an |nd|V|dua
IS t0 be Secured through this means. Woman
psychologizes and aids Iy the development of ind-
viduals.py this process: but she does not hold the
oﬁtce of Special Teacher, or Teacher (two distinct
off |ces in the second spheret)) for the reason that she
(f ng ?ufhment%/ positive Dy nature to hold an in-
Ividual under that steady, strong, control that is
necessary at times, and sometimes for long Perlods
with every individual. - Offies are things not sought
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after in tlie_second sphere, but only the highest
good of individuals, and somet?/ erefore,"men
and women, are satisfied to fill the offices nature
hasa 0|nte d to each in bringing about the most
esna e obj ect of romotlng Universal progress.

have not lost s| ht of the theme upon which |
started out: Wh|chwas Introduced, In part forthe
object of statlng woman’s sRhere in somefy In the
spirit land : and therefore | have devoted the above
marks 0 this subject.

The presldlng offlcer of this Council was the qne
most onored amon% mencan statesmen for his
WI osog)hlca mind—nis sound, practical Ju g gment

t Benjairin Franklin, could be selected
from this assemblage to preside? There needed
no secretaries In this Counci]. for each member was
qualified to. inscribe upon his own memoyy its go-
mgs William Pitt, and other renowned English
statesmen, his cotemporanes Lafayette, and Other
French statesmen, and qther Européan statesmen of
the time, combined their wisdom with that of Otis,
Samuel Adams, Jefferson, Washington, H ancock
Eutledge Dickinson, John Adams and others as
renowned to devise means to bring about what was
known to be possible to he accomplished, now that
the people had been.p artlaIIP/ educated nto hating
the debasing institution of sfavery—that |nst|tut|on
\tNgrltCh was a blot, a libel upon American |nst|tu
lons

These men were no more friends of human Ilber
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ty now than_ they had long been: neither was it
any sudden impulse that catised the assempling of
this body; but, as in the natural course of events,
a propitious season had arrived for the accomplish-
ment of a much-desired obgect this Council con-
vened on this occasion to, déliberate and to devise
the best means for carrying out already instituted

ThIS di n|f|ed assembly debated (uestions which
thena itated the public mind, not only in America,
but th rou hout t e civilized world: “and resolvefd
what ought to be the character of the stafesman
who shauld occupy the Chair qf State in the Re-
public during the’ stormy peripd which was ap-
proaching, and WhICh was bi Wlth events the most
Importan to all manklnd sru%q Ing for the req
of un|versa |bert% It the philan rqgnts could
not change men’s natures, 1 ey could ald In direct-
Ing the Course of events in_such a manner 85 10
compass cherished ans They had un ertaken
nothing Prematurey therefore they were sure of
the results, which must follow If evénts took a cer-
tain direction: or if circumstances were so combined
that nothing but expected results could follow. The
modest statesman, who aspired to be honest, at the
same time that he would not reject proffered hon-
ors, was, the Instrument that Heaven had prepared
to Uphold the honor of the American name, o oc
cupy <the seat of Washington, during a struggle
not as dark, surely as momentous s the evotu
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tionary straggle. How well chosen was this instru-
ment mankind have {u_dged. _

_ The s_uffermgs enfailéd by a war wherein or%pos-
mq parties of 0ne mighty nation were the_combat
ants—a civil war wheré “Greek met Greek” In
mortal combat, were weighed against the far-reach-
!n%results of emancipation at this period, "Weighed
In‘the halance—human rlghts, constitutional Iiber-
ty, the principles expresséd In the Declaration of
Independence, so far overbalanced the considera-
tions of treasure, lives, and individual suffering, ex-
pended In such a cause, that the latter were as
naught in the balance.

_Whno shall estimate the value of a few years of
life In the flesh by the side of that of the welfare of
the human race 1n all the future of that race upon
earth 7. What are rivers of human blood sheq' for
the maintenance of a principle by the side of the
oceans .of tears shed by millions of human bemgs
stragplmg In the gnrasp of tyrants who forge chaing
fastér than weak-handed single nations tan rend
them, and who must be strangled by desperate
efforts of determined freemen, rising in the might
of strong hattalions, disciplined hosts, that can ot
be overcome? _

Epochs there will be in the history of the human
face upon a Planet, when blood must flow, or the
fires of liberty be utterly extinguished.  Crises
there will be, while men aré upon the sensual é)lane,
when physical warfare answers the purpose of giv-
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ing the necessary impulsion to the wheels of prog-
ress, as “a war “of words,” or peaceful discussions
do, after a higher plane 1S reached.  This truth Is
acted upon amon% men, and IS fuIIK recognized by
therr guardians f the hlgfher spheres. ~ Philan-
thropi€ spirits, while they Tament the necessnY
bIoodshed at such crises; do not hesitate fo allow
th mgs to take thetr natural course, only so direct-
mgr vents that goo shall result.

hrough a rop het, God proclaimed Himself, in
the Hebrew Scri ures to be'the author of war and
peace; and Jesus also recognized the same prin-
ciple Wwhen he said, “1 came not to brin Race
but a sword,” and to orgamze discord. ether
he un erstood hlmself of not, men in thls day ma
understand that IS sgtrlt prompterW|se to teac
the_ principle, that before the reign of peace_could
be augurated 2 5eason ofdtscord was Inevitable,
considering the dispositions of men, which were so
depraved In that day.

howill contend that the institution of Ameri-
can slavery was not a perpetual promPter to hloog-
shed? Would it have been better to have still
allowed the blood of a race to be Wrun% tortured
out of them by stripes, and the tears of that race to
flow In conseguence of sufferm? tqoo severe for ex-
pression, while ¥ear after |d pass, each
succeedtng one finding and leaving thmqs WOrse
than they were before,"while at the same Time the
degradation of the ruling race was rapidly progress-
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ing—would this have been hetter, | sa% than to
Venture a severe strugﬁ e wherein the Dlood and

tears of the oppressor Should flow as well as of the
oppressed, which very stru Ple should arouse the
decaym? energies of a people debased by the hell-

|sh Institution which they cherished ?

Nature’s method IS sometimes to cure disease by
ag ?ravatmg suffering—to root out of the system
e the poisonaus element which engenders
the d sease y Opposing to It a counter PQison,
which may, for a Season, cause greater suffering
than if the remedy were not resorted to and_ thé
system be allowed to suffer on and finally disor-
ganize. It was not the purpose of nature”or the

Spirts Who had.in charge the, welfare of mankind,
t0 allow the Rmson of Amencan slavery to disor-
amze the American RePu ic. The Wlse phy-
S|C|ans who were repeatedly hol dmg counus over
this “sick man,’ avalled hemselves of the true
remedy to eradicate the disease that was a * stench
Inthe nstrils” of the whole civilized world. 1t may
be. imagined that there was one in this Council who
said, In effect, as he said once before: “ The war Is
inevitable; and let it come I [ repeat it sir, let it
come I It'is in vain, sir, to extenuate the matter,
Gentlemen may cry peace | peace | but there is no
peace. I [ife'so dear, or peace o
S\INeet as to be purchased at the price 'of chiains and
slaver
It V\)/as not expected that harmony would follow
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the termination of the war: but it was perfectly
un erstood that causes would be i existence for a
% period tat would promote discord, and that
|g nest aéta lities of statesmanshtp in those who
steere t e Bark of State, would be necessary, in
order that that bark might shun the shoals and the
breakers that line the strait through which 1t must
pass before Jt reached a broad channel where. it
might ride in safety without such risk of ship-
\t/]vrleck if, perchance, 1ts pilots should sleep at the
m

| ‘have not stated how it was debated that ter-
rible disasters could only arouse the PeoRle of the
North to a sense of the"real danger to their cher-
Ished institutjons, unless the most strenuous efforts
were put forth o overcome the slave-power, and to
command non-intervention in favor of the South
from_the Monarchies of Europe, History records
the I|ne of events that was marked qut & Ieadmg
tot & sure trtum hof the side of liberty. Dogs
this sig ntfg that| Was ated to_be thus, and could
not have een otherwise? It signifies simply that
conditions heing as they were, the best was done
that could be, Considering aIl the cwcumstances
and events or cwcumstance were roug ht ab ou
or $q arranged ana qm ed that no_ otfler results
could by any Possmtl y have accrued.. This is not
fatalism; neither does it take away individual or
national responsibility. 1t charges” upon individ-
uals and nations the effects of “their own wrong
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doings, In other words, if teaches that depravity
Is the foundatjon of suffering, and that individuals
and nations, In order to avoid calamities such as
come of men’s evil passions, must escape out of the
mire of sensualism' at their greatest speed, and by
the safest means that remains to them.

have not stated how the thoughtful, careful,
poljtic Lincoln hesitated sometimes; and” delayed,
walttnttt for the sentiment of the people to be edu-
cated fo approve of a measure hefore_he inaugu-
rated it, because hi* hand vas hdd—as jt were, sus-
pended for a Season, before It was permitted to con-
ummate the act It had been charge to perf orm

The life-history of the no Ie stateSman whom the
people so trusted and honored as. a second Wash-
Ington, had a_ dark endtng His life’s sun was
doomed to set in blood; and yet this was for ood
also. _The assassin’s hand was not held, a
coln died by his hand; and what shall be the uIt|
mate result’of this act, the nation has yet to Iearn
It has been said that a traltorwas by It, elevated
fo a position where he could stab |s countrté
honor and do narm to the cause of liberty. The
future |s to solve the problem as to Whose policy
has been most conducive to ultimate full emanci-
pation of the black race in America—that of Presi-
dent ohnson and his adherents, or the Radical
P Oy Surely th ere IS agmdm hand, asugerm

ng Wwer that will not 3” er extremists to
ruin, bUt will so guide what wisdom Is found among
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American statesmen that not only the nation shall
“he saved,” but also the best good of hoth races

be 1promote . _ _ _

he Council that held its sessiops throuqh this
dark period of American history il hold its ses-
sions still, and devise ajd to the Councils of Ameri-
can statesmen while the American Republic en-
dures. The Fathers will not leave the sons. to
struRgIe alone, but will_continug their supervision
of the affairs of the nation, at the same time that
they are assured_that their sons are developin
wisdom that qualifies them to be the guardians 0
liberty, devisers of effectual means for perpetuating
American institytions.  As the fathers progress, s
do the sqns, and neither will outgrow the necessity
of gccasional promptings, or in3pirations, as long
as they are pr qresswe eings. _

Tha Council of the “ancients/ " as the headin
of my “story,” has led me into the discussion 0
several distirict supjects. | have chosen this method
to illustrate some important truths which men must
learn, and If 1 have departed from the strict rules
of order in treating these subjects as | have, under
the heading that I chose, it was * for the novelty of
the thing,™and not that | was not aware that | was
sklppm? from subject to subject in apparent igno-
rance of what | was proposing to do.
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CHAPTER Y.
A CHAPTER IN THE LIFE OF A POET.

Human hearts and human hopes are but as mere
playthings in the hands, of fate, and in what profu-
sion they lie scattered and wrecked amon? the
breakers that line the shores of the ocean of [ife, is
attested by the annals of crime, the history of the
crushm% misfortunes which have befallen wretches
upon whom was the han of fate, and whose last re-
sort was the grave.  Sujcides in grim earnestness
stand, as It were, pointing to an mexorable fate
which led them to their doom through misfortunes
which sensitive natures were unqualified to bear.
. Heart-broken victims of dire calamities stand side
by side with these, and utter in the ears of the list-
eners, “a common defctm?; Was ours; we were
wrecked together upon the breakers of misfortune
and togethér our harks went down jnto the sea of
oblivion, whose dark waters cover alike the errors
and misfortunes of the victims of fate,

| was neither a suicide, por what the world
terms, In a strict sense, an unfortunate man. Bom
to a lordly title, fortune seemed to smile upon my
birth, as she often does when she Is preparing t0
frown upon the whole after-life of some recipient of
her peculiar favors.

From my boyhood | was unfortunate—unfortu-
nate In possessing a peculiarly sensitive nature, a
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disposition that could not brook control, and tastes
that would not be satisfied with commonplaces. |
recoiled at every rebuff, and was perpetual&y Mmegt-
Ing with_such rebuffs as ultimately caused me to
reCoil within myself, like the leaf of the sensitive
Plant, and consider myself as the peculiar mark for
he arrows_of unjust criticism. 1 would not howto
the authority of my natural ?ua,rd|an, who held the
reins of parental_ﬂovernmen with too loose a hand
for one So self-willed as I ; neither would I bow to
the opinions of men whose ;[)_nwle e It was to_criti-
cise my acts and_the prodyctions of my pen without
my consent. | invited criticism, both by my man-
nér of life and the mode by which | handled the
frailties of others; and yet, So sensitive was |, that
| suffered even to the “obscuration of the higher
faculties of my manhood by the rebuffs which I de-
servedly met from those who criticised my acts and
wrltmfgs—holdmg up. to the gaze of mankind my
youthful errors, my domestic misfortunes, and the
Weaknesses which”| Dbetrayed in consequence of
misfortunes for which | did not hold myself ac-
countable.

That | was hard to please, was the fault of my
organization of mind. "My tastes were fastidious |
the extreme, and what failed to please me could
not claim my undivided attention, even thougzh it
were a wife, and therefore | became an unfaithful
husband. A faithful wife had the undoubted right
to forsake a husband whom she was sure did ot
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find all in her that he had anticipated, or wished
to find in a wife, and who, in consequence, had
Proved unfaithful to his marriage vows. * Neverthe-
ess, | suffered, not only by thé _obIo?uy cast upon
me in consequence of the séparation of My wife from
me, but also from the loss. of the society of one |
didl love and respect, notwithstanding stie was not
all o me that some other might have'been. | also
suffered in sympathy with her; my heart bled over
her sorrows, while still the world'charged me with
heartlessness and a quilt that was not mine In the
sense in which it was regresen_ted._ _

| became a misanthrope, viewing the dark side
of human nature, gloating over the follies of my
kind, as 1t were, an dee_mln? misfortune the com-
mon lot of all who aspired 1o do or be. | hated
often when | should have loved—might have loved,
had | taken the pains to study the nature of indi-
viduals, | scorned and censured where | should
have admired and commended, had | exercised the
patience to look into the motives of my fellow-men.

| charged folly upon the whole of womanking,
regardmgi femalé virtye as rare a jewel as the Koh-
e-noor. T sported with the heart’s affections of
more than one victim, amusing mﬁself for a season
at the expense of ever _thm[%; that woman holds
most dear, at length consigning those who were so
weak as to have fecome my victims fo the fate the
world said they deserved, but at which my inmost
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nature revolted as it would at injustice, even though
m¥ faults were sp many. o

reveled in a falr_¥-|a_nd, aworld of imagination,
through my whole Iite-time, 1 was |ma%|nat|ve_ to
a degree that every real circumstance Took wings
and ‘airy shapes, coming under my observation,
being clothed in all the cblors which a vivid imagi-
nation could portray, either attractive or repellant.
My |ma%%n|ngs took form in my mind, and | re-
corded them:” | was a poet by nature, and what
emanated from wpen was 100 apt 1o be colored
with the hue of nfy spirit as it was then clothed in
the flesh, with its fondest hopes blasted, its highest
aspirations blunted. and waiting for oblivion to
cover It with its frailties and its Woes. It was thus
that | gave expression to the consuming agony of
My SPIFIt In poetic measures:

“ Hear me, motherEartp! . ehold| it;—leaven!

| A el

Ho £ Sap d’?naJXe i .teg, life' Tife Tied away ?
n oniy ot to aes eraqt%on th’IVFn,
ecause not altogefher of such cla
As rots t esouﬁs m‘tﬁosew om | gurveﬁ.”

| dipped m?]/ pen in gall oftener than in honey.
1h gortﬁa ed. the wayward passions of men oftengr
than their virtugs.

| was recording my own history, _|ctur|nrg];_ m¥
own experience o, thie eyes of mankind, while
was reveling In fictitiou$ imaginations, although
sometimes unconsciously to myself. | could scarce
find 1t in my heart to end a tale in any other way
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than by deP|ctmg some_overwhelming catastrophe
to the thief actors: such a catastroRhe as ended in
the destruction of fondly cherished hopes, and even
life ifself. 1 was neverat a loss to find a hero for
a_ tale that | proposed should have a dark endmg
since mY sun of tt))rospenty ad set In m% youth,
a?td | felt myself but a living wreck through all my
after vears.

Myygemus could not be covered by the rubbsh
of ny "nature, which was called to tfie surface by
untoward circumstances, and men praised whife
then censured, admired while they condemned.

| was what the world called irreligious, possess-
ing little res?ect for the stereotyped forms which
men called religion, or for the do%mas which failed
s0 entirely to affect the lives of the votaries of the
sects, | “troybled myself very little about the
morals of soclety, and as little a out Its reh%mn
entertamed my Wn_notions of man’s [espon |b|||t¥
and could nevgr stifle my Ion% %s after immortali
and a knowledge of t eaut ship of nature, ?
%o Was, em atically, so dif erent from that of

the Church, t at I was ronounced Infidel. How-
ever, men {u ged me aS uryustym this respect as
I many others; b no-quarrel with them
on this account IfeIt full com etent to bear the
resgonm bilit own bellef, | not of all m
acts.  While | und rrated man as | knew him,

my ideal of true. manhogd, and how my spir A
secretly aspired to this ideal IS expressed, now an
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then, in mywr_ltm?s. But the overshadowing tend-
ency of my mind 7o distort human charactér pre-
vented me’ from distinguishing the. good from the
bad, except at times, when | “was inspired by the
highest t ou%hts which my genius could conceive.
he sun of my life set"before it had scarcely
reached its_meridian; it went down in darkness
profound. - The shadows that had heen a_thermg
since the moming of my existence, thickene
towards its sunset, and the gloom which oversha-
owed my spirit during the latter portion of my life,
invited an early deatl, _ _
M%/ awakenln%to a certainty of my immortality,
and.to the sure nowledtge that | wasno longey the
chained victim I had fel mYseIfwhen In the flesh
was like the awakening of the blind to a sense of
sight; like the realization of a dream that had been
considered too bright to be ever realized, =
My spirit, that had so long lived within itself,
cautiously studied its surroundings before jt ven-
tured to dbstract any of the genial Sunshine of affec-
tion and true friendship which was the atmosphere
In which it found itself. 1t repelled, at first, as it
had so Jong heen wont to qo, every effort to aid It
In unf_oldln% Itself so that 1t might readily recelve
what it needed—the genial light of a just apprecia-
tion, To be understood, was what I’ always most
desired: and, failing in this, | had fell back upon
%Ilf,eand broodedin discontent and sorrow Over

)
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In the_celestial light which revealed to me the
reality of friendship-and love, | could discover the
real defects of my nature, as | had not discovered
them before: and could realize that there must be
a radical change ;n me before T could be what | as-
pired and determined to be, now that | understood
my bearings.  Then commenced my course of djs-
cipline—thiat severe experience which was to be the
means of regenerating my nature, and allowing my
genius to shine forth n dll its brilliancy.

The dark side of my nature had exhibited itself
in earth life, and contirued to exhibit itsel in spirit
Iife, until the scum had been eliminated by the pro-
cess to which It was subjected under the furtion of
the, wise teachers who had the oversight of my edu-
cation as a spirit. At first | was permitted t0 rest
in the certain knowledge that | had at last arrived
upon a sta?e where I"might act my part among
men without the fear of being misunderstood or un-
%E)epremated This knowlec%e it was necessary for

t0 possess betore | could enter upon an xe
nencte that should constitute my education a
Spiri
pAs I Was |ma%|nat|ve | was read|Iy wrought
upan b ¥tea ers {0 concelve the exceedm
smfulnesso sin”—the horrid ugliness, of gravn
As the scenes of m |Xformerhfewre depicted nPn
my imagination, and expressed through
In"poetic thase how | recoiled at the con empla
tion of what | hactbeen! how I loathed myself for
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my deformities of character! It was not enough
that my own individual acts were pictured to my
mind, I all their ugliness, but | was forced to trace
all their consequentces to the remotest end. |

| viewed myself as a man of qemus, Prostltutlng
that genius t0 base purposes. Tt was, the *wornt-
wood and the gall”’in my “cup of bitterness,” to
know that the great light’ nature had confided  to
me to hold up before mankind to help to illumine
the dark pathway through the “vale of tears” to
the brighter land, | had“obscured; and instead of
using it"as nature had intended—to point out the
breakers, to reveal the obstructions, and the meth-
0ds of avoiding th?m, | had used it as a decor?/—a
will-0,the-wisp, to lead unwary souls into da ?er
Qus PIIS and quagmires, where’noxious gases stifle
the life out of sensitive spirits.

Now, | blamed myself more than others for what
| suffered, as | reviewed other men’s motives in the
same light as | did my own. | scorned my own
lgnoranCe of human riature more than | did the
Ignorance of others of m% own real character, |
condemned myselt more than | did those who had
insulted my Better natyre, when | reflected that |
had aroused the venom in the natures of my antag-
onists rather than sought to make myself under-

stood_bé/ them, _ _
| discovered that | had prostituted my genius to

suit a sensual nature, | leamed that it"was so ob-
scured by my sensuality, that it blazed forth, not as
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a sun whose steadly |I(%h'[ safely gmdes the traveler,
ang imparts qenla Intluences” {0 all nature, but as
a fitful blaze That dazzles whlle |t enli oghtens only
rendermq darkness the more dark and”dangerous,
W |e|ts | ht I suspen ed, and imparting sollttle
ema |n uence that it were scarcely m|ssed were
entlreg %uenc ed.
[ was compelled to learn that woman has ahigh-
er m|53|0n to man than to be his_toy. _In deepest
humility, | reviewed the errors of my life as a de-
stro?éer of the peace of women—as the betrayer of
weak ones who could not find it in their natures to
reject the attentions of one whose power to please
was equal to almost_any emergency. . | despised
Kself for the exercise “of those fascmatln(rq arts
ich had lured more than ong unwary female to a
fate worse than that of my wife, who was honored
more than pltled In consequence of her course re-
garding me.
| collld not excuse m self for m |rre uIarltles
on the giound thatlha been disa omtdln 0-
taining for a wife the one whom | con3|dered would
satisfy the demands of my nature. | understood
that I' might have proved nfajtful to an angel, had
one heen So unfortunate as to have trusted me with
her life’s happiness. My fertile imagination con-
jured up visions enough 0f blighted hopes, of hlast-
ed reputations, and broken hearts, to cause me to
%roan In anquish as Ditter as any that had reached
y most sensitive victims. | répented of my mis-
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deeds to woman, and conceived it possible that |
could honor a true woman even more than a true
man, when | had learned that woman’s sphere Is
really above man’s, in that she is designed by na-
ture as his * ministering angel.
. Only one who has abused” woman as | had, abus-
mg myself equally the while, and has, at length,
diScovered that It is overweenmq_vamty and selfish-
ness in man, and a love of desBo
him to place himself sq high anove her, and demand
of herqbedience to his Will, can realize with what
humiliation, with what intense desires to atone for
past errors, | reviewed the past; and resolved that
inasmuch as | had trampled upon women, T would
exercise my powers of intellect for her elevation, |
did, Inceed’ resolve, that as a sort of ajonement to
womankind for my misappreciation of female char-
acter, | would devote myself to the cause of woman,
| would inspire her defenders, devise plans for se-
curing to her her legitimate rights asthe equal of
man.

| saw her depressed, and unconscious_of her own
real nature, and at the same t|me_asR_|r|ng to be
what society forbade—what man in his sUpreme

ic rulg, that causes

ignorance ang short-sightedness proclaimed fer in-
cgapable of%emt{;—a co%npetlto_r V\ﬁth man for honors
and emoluments_ due to_ genius and mdustr%/._ I
contemplated t0|||_n9 millions of virtuous, high-
spirited mothers, sisters, and daughters, doomed'to

perpetual servitude to forms of saciety, the relics of
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the dark ages. Unrequited toil, penury, ay, starva-
tion, could be endured better than the héart-burnings
resulting from the sense of being so entirely unap-
preciated in society.

When genius is oppressed and obscured through
the fault"of a ruhng class, where is the remedy?
What is the use of stfuggling in the grasp of a man-
ster whose strength is” Sufficient to~crush the life
out of one with the weight of his fmger? And s |
marked that woman submitted to her fate meekly
uncomplamingly, save that occasionally, a_spirit
would burst _rou?h the strong barriers of caste
ana assert Its right'to exercise Jts faculties in the
direction unperverted nature pointed out.

After scanning this whole _subéect through and
through with the"eye of a philos Rher, and”in the
light of the wisdoni of the sages who constitute the
guardlans of the race upon earth, and as a sort of
compensation to woman for my former errors of
Judgfment, as already remarked,” | said . “Here I
my Tield of labor for'g season. .1 see dawning, not
far In the distance, a day wherein | ¢an labor effec-
tually in'this field ; and it shall be mine to help pre-
Bare the way for the Igreat reformatjon, as John the

aptist did of old for the qreat Reformer. _

| interested m}éself In The means f developing
the hrains of thinkers to be the mediums of com-
mupication etW?en thinkers in the _ spirit-warld
and men in the flesh. To inspire pnifanthropists
with thoughts on woman’s “wants and woes” was
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the course | pursued when | commenced my work,
and as | progressed in it, until jt became possible
for me to utfer tho_ught_s through the organizations
of some particular individuals, whom | sofar assimi-
lated to myself by the process of developing them
as mediums, as tg be able to speak through them.
These were not all conscious of being developed as
mediums; but some of them would”have scomeq
the thought that they were speaking another’s
thoughts When they wére uttering the “convictions
of their own minds. My object Was not to teach
the Spiritual Philosophy, but to Inaugurate the
reign of Ausnce as a préeparagor steg towards the
disenthrallment of mankind from the dominion of
error. | resPected the prejudices of mankind, and
particularly those of such as | chose as my instry-
m_en(ss : ﬁnd therefore, | Wh_|sg($red no nint'to their
mings that they were inspired when they uttered
words which startled mankind from the “lethargy
of ages, and set In motion the grand machingry
which was destined to “overturn, ang overturn, and
overturn,” until woman could arise in her dignity,
with none to_oppose. . . _

. Three indiviguals, | msplred by turns, and still
inspire, to speak and write for woman’s enfranchise”
ment.  One of these 1S an acknowledged inspira-
jonal speaker; the other two are ac nov_vleéi ed
ghts in the worlo—stars of the first magnitudg in
thie firmament of mind, and receive the credit they
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really deserve in their efforts in behalf of humanity
underthe name of “Woman’s Rights.”

My work is but just begun.  I"have not etdts
enthralled myself so entlreIY from the vestiges of
sensualism_ that | do not yet suffer for my former
delinquencies.  Yet | ama repentant seeker after
truth and purity; and while | pursue my self-ap-

0|nte work amon my brethren in the flesh, |

|progressmg to that higher plane whereon I
sha be"free from what  yet enslaves me, giving a
POI nancy to my reflectlons upon the acts of my

fe’in the flesh; ﬁnd what | m| ht have been and
done, what | might now be, and at ot ers mlgh
have reaped of good, had | early displayed the
brighter 3|de of My nature instead of the darker.
I have s far outgrown the effects of a miss ent
life, that | enw omestlc life and the some X
one woman whom | claim as my wife, as | enjoy
nothing else. | love study, heaIthfuI recreatton
and the society of a multitude of friends; but better
than all, | love the retirement of my home and the
society of one who Is my Mentor at times when my
Intelléct reaches out after something which. it
cannot, for the time, grasp. | fing that intuitive
woman is equal to reasonln? man, In that inspira-
tion 1S always of the order of the mind which gives
It utterance, as reason Is of the order of the Mind
that_ develops it and when woman’s intuition or
inspiration solves a problem which her husband’s
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reason has failed to solve, she proves herself to be,
at |east, h|%_eqUﬁI. _ _

| give this short chapter in my history that |
may ‘Show to mankind the folly of a life like mine.

iwould wamn youth of the breakers whereon my
hark was wrecked, in the hoRe that some may
hereby be influenced to shun the path of folly that
trod ‘as a sort of revenge ugon my kind for their
misappreciation of my Character, and for the hu-
miliation of knowing that | was not what | ml_?ht
have been had the world understood me and availed
tself of my genius as an aid nMJromotln_g a love of
Iterature and pure poetry. My muse 15 pluming
her pinions preparatory, t0 sparing Info regions un-
trodden, as Yet, by my’imagination; but I"wait for
he pure inspirations whichshall come to me when
am f II¥ redeemed, and free to aspire to realms
(églne,stéal or thoughts and themes to employ my

1US.

CHAPTER VI.

THE PAUPER’S RESURRECTION.

Lazarus SItting at the gate, covered with sores,
with the doqs for his only company, and begging
for crumbs 10. sustain, for a few moments longer,
his wretched life, Is a picture of what | was on‘the
day that witnessed my release from a life of misery.
Poverty had been my portion from my birth, yet'l
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was not always a beggar.  The time had been when
| considered myself in™ comfortable circumstances
but 1 had not the talent to acquwe_propert%/,
although | longed for the comforts which wealth
bestows, and felt that there was Injustice. Some-
where, when | reflected upon the une_?ual distribu-
tion of wealth, or of the comforts of [ife,

| had |ooked into the mansions of the rich, and
envied them their luxuries; but it was not per-
mitted me ever to possess aught but a mean cot-
tage, a hard bed upon which™to rest my wearied
limbs, and simple fare to sustain my Bhysmal
strength in the (Jjoerformance of the hard’lanor of a
drudge. I could develop noreal manhood, because
the Curse of Poverty was upon me, and | suffered
It to crush out or obscure what little was my inherit-
ance. | died a beggar; uncared for, unnaticed,
save my loathsome, Carcass was deemed a nuisance
and must have burial; and so

“They rattled my bones over the stones,”

because | was
“Only a pauper whom nobody owns.”

“ On ! vi/r}ere are the mourners? - Alas, there are none!
e has left ng agag |rf1 tm world now he’s gone ;
otﬁtearlnt e Y] of child, woman, or ma -

0 the grave Wlth. IS carcass as fast as you can.
TheX who consigned me to a pauper’s grave as
thoughtlessly as though within_my bosom had
never existed a spark of humanity—a heart that

could feel, and that longed for human sympathy as
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human hearts will, little thought of what | was en-
Jowﬁg at that very moment.

“Why should angels minister to the poor? Why
did God commission a band of loving spirits to
attend at my spiritual birth, when my body was
clothed in rags and covered with filth and vermin?
Surely there must have been some mistake, and
this fiand ?ould not gercewe the strong odors that
emanated from a body diseased from head to foot,
and so fl|th¥ that there was found no resting place
for it, save the streets or some shed where a heap
of straw might be gathered upon which it might
rest, But o, there Is ng mistake; for as the
awakening spirit lifts ifs dim vision to gaze upon
Its surroundings, after awaking to conscigusness In
50 Peaceful, 50 eas%/ a framg, it behold® a well-
knolyn face—a mother bending over it, and with
joy in"every featyre, beckoning 1t to be quiet in its
Joy, and wait until she should"permit it to give ex-
pression to its emotions.

_ I there was ever one of the whole race of suffer-
mfg _humath_ who enjoyed rest from the burdens
of life after life’s weary"day was done, it was | ; |
who had become so reduced, so degraded in the
eyes of my fellow-men, as to die a béggar. It was
permitted”me to_revel in the enjoyment of the

‘goods of nature” as | had so muchlonged to do
when | was strur(];glmg with poverty, and™ had no
place to lay my héad.” It was a kind of compen-
sation for Sevére sufferings, to be granted a luxu-
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nous home where | imagined myself the equal of
Lords. To knowthat ['was cared for by worthy
spirits and commanded as much attention as Wes
bestowed upon the greatest who came to the spirit-
land, gratified me wonderfully, and repaid me for
much of the contemPt that had been heaped upon
Mg In consequence 0 my_povertP/. _ ,

.| "have no long expérience to give; but wish,
simply, to relate “enough. of my eXperience when
first Ushered into the Spirit warld to give men In
the flesh an idea of the method God usés to awaken
the dormant energies of the natures of those that
have been crushed by poverty, and stimulate them
to that healthy action which is the institution of

rogress.

Ighave related that my mother welcomed me
when | awoke as a spirit. “My emotions on viewing
her angelic countenance and the rainbow hues
which éncircled her form and those of her com-
panions, were at first subdugd; but as my strength
came, and my mind resumed its wonted dction, and
| was at libérty to feel and express my emotions,
| could find no Ianguage that was adequate to the
emergency, | waS overwhelmed with_ joy; and
such a feéling of gratitude took possession”of me
that | longed to praise the Father in heaven whom
| believed was the author of dgood gifts, In more
fervent language than | could” command. | en-
{oyed every thing | saw, and every circumstance
hat transpired around me; because”all was in such
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strong contrast to what | had hut just before been
realizing. | listened to the accents of love that fell
from the lips of all around me as | would have
listened o the choicest strains of music, and,
watched for smiles and fokens of endgarment as a
hun r¥ beggar watches for meat to satisty the long-
mqs of his natural appetite. ,

| was not a total stranger to love’s endearments,
neither was my nature seared by crime or over-in-
d_ul?ence of the sensual appetités; therefore, | was
fit T0 enjoy, when | became a spirit, although |
died upon-a dung-hill. 1 could not have appre-
ciated the teachings of a philosopher, nor fine
poetry, nor even conversations upon subjects which
Interést intelligent people who are not philoso-
phers ; yet there was sufficient manhood in me to
appreciate the common attentigns due from one
human being to another. | could feel and appre-
ciate, in a degree, a mother’s love; and enjoy the
ministrations ‘of friends who_strove to assure me
that | was yet deemed of sufficient importance by
the great heart of God tg be worth}/ to have show-
ered"upon me every good thing that I could enjoy.
| could enjoy pleasant S|ghts and sounds, pleasant
odors, and agreeanle flavars. | could enj%y eating *
and drinking, and the 3|rght of an abyndance 0
food which was mine as | cfaved if; also downy beds
and easy-chairs, and the sight of the comfortable,
and even [uxurioys furnishings of the rooms,in the
. dwelling I occupied. In short, | could enjoy “a
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little heaven” in the contemplation of the easy cir-
cumstances in which | found myself; and as IJus_t
compensation® for the sufferings which had termi-
nated my earthly career, | was permitted to revel
In this énjoyment until' | was, in a measure, satis-
fied, and my spirit began to crave something more
satisfying t0 1t higher aspirations. _ _
The good.to me in all this, was the stimulus it
([Jave to my intellect. . The strong emotions which
experiened on coming to entire consciousness In
Spirit-land, and which “continued to. exercise my
mind until the_novelty of my situation had, in a
degree, worn off, were”the means of arousing my
intellect to action. When there was somethi %to
think of besides starvation and misery, it would
repay the trouble to think; 1t was a pleasure to
think of blessings so lately become mine. It was
more than pleasre, It was™duty, to offer to God a
perpetual tribute of thanksgiving for the multitude
of blessm?s bestowed; and so my religious nature
was stimufated with my intellectual, and | went on
my way rejoicing at my deliverance from my fetters
of clay, and the prospect which opened before me
. in the future. _ g
| have lived long in the S_P|r|t-land, but | have
never ceased to remember, with peculiar emotions,
the first é)enod of my existence as a_spirit, or ever
ceased to_realize that from that period dated rapid
Progress in the road of development. | know, since
have studied human nature, that | needed just
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the stimulant this exR,erience gave me to arouse my
dormant energies, which were as they were from
circumstances beyond the control of arly.

CHAPTER VEL
CONDITION OF THE DEPRAVED IN SPIRIT-LAND.

The Prison House of the Depraved! The Hell
of the Spirit-World! What Is it? Are there
chains.and darkness, flaming fires, and torm%ntlng
devils? Does the sun never snine through th
dark atmosphere of the place of torment prepared
for the wicked by the justice of the loving Father ?
| conned these questions over and over in"my mind,
both hefore and aft3r | became a spirit, free to
search for the abodes of the condemned, before |
Was fullz_mstructed as to the_ultimate destiny of
all mankind, and the ways of God toward erfing
men. | reflected often, upon this text of Scrip-
ture : “ He maketh his sunto rise on the evil and
on the good, and sendeth rain upon the just and
the unjust.” | reflected that 'in_Earth-life the
flowers bloom, the dew-drops glitter, the birds
warble, and the brooks murmur f0r the wicked the
same a3 for the goqd; and I coulg see wisdom as
well as benevolenCe Inthis, as | reflected that good
gifts awaken the finer sentiments of the spirit,
Whereas curses provoke all that is evil in man’s
nature to more active exercise.
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*] scanned the glowing, lovely landscapes, of the
Spirit-land, and” my spifit uttered son?s of grati-
tude and (Joralse tothe Divine Giver of such’good
?lfts; and | knewin mY|nmost spirit that | should
Ind_no spot in this fovely sphere where |IVIH%
spirits dwelt, where there was not heauty—suc

diving harmony as might awaken such sentiments
as | experienced. There is nq vengeance in Gog's
nature, thought 1, and his justice prompts to the
use of the hést, the most merciful means to Insure
man’s redemption_from depravity. | was allowed
to settle the question as to the existence of a real,
local hell, in my own mind to my own satisfaction,
before my teachers ipstructed mé upon the, sub{ect.
| gatheréd from their instructions many hints that
were very useful fo me in coming to thé conclusion
that the”hell which Individuals find is in their own
natures rather than in the sphere as a place differ-
ent from other places. _

It needed not the wisdom of the philosopher to
decide the question whether it was appropriate for
all classes t0 intermingle; and the absence, of gross
minds or depraved spirits from the circle in which
| found mxs_elf did not surprise me. | knew there
Was Pmso in the sphere of a degraded individual
and that the natural repulsion that the good feel
toward the depraved is a just provision Of nature
for their protection from the influence of the_ de-
praved, Virtue Is a RanQPIy, truly; hecause. it I
50 distinct from vice that it finds no affinity with it.
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No affinity, did | say ? Who so virtuous but that
there 1S it his naturé some weak point, where some
sharp arrow from the quiver of vice may enter?
Who so pure that some atoms of the magrietism of
a depraved individual may not find their affinitized
atoms In his own, and work like a slow poison to
gradually infect his nature ?

“ Vice is amon teron ch frightful mien,
hat to be at(sinee s%u to%.esen,
éytfseen to o?t, with too amnare’fce, .,
_ We first endure, then pity, then embrace.”

Famlllarmf with vice hegets vice, inevitably, as
one cannot dlways have his-armor on, or be on his
guard against vicious influences.

The time at Ien%_th arrjved when | was prepared
to visit the first Circle, in quest of knowledge In
respect to the condition of the lowest class of man-
kind that enter the spirit-world. | visited a temple
In this circle af first; the place of resort of all

rades of individuals of the circle, It was a Eor-
eous pile. 1ts gAlttermg domes and towers sparkled
in the lovely light of the sRmtu_aI atmosphere, and
created such emotjons in the mind as always result
from the sight of the most brilliantly beautiful
objects thatcan be presented to the vision. The
first view of such a temple, would naturally excite
strong emotions in the mind of any individual,
however low in the scale of being. " In my own
mind, the first thought awakened b){ this sight was:
It 1S sought to arotise the dormant feelings of the
people who congregate here, by first presénting to
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them this dazzlmg vision of beauty. . | entered the
temple, and %aze upon the glittering roof, where
diamonds and precious stonesof every name com-
mingled their rich rays to dazzle the mght and |
was assured that the mind that could withstand the
effect of the outside and inside view of this temple
without being deeply exercised, Was Indeed seared,
or by nature incapable of feeling. My observations
proved to me that very few entered the temple who
Wwere not,.in a degree overcome by the scene pre-
sented withill. ¥ was a vast structure, compgsed
of numerous courts and aPartments for the varlous
Uses It was to serve |9n0 eaut%/ and
mony was lacking in t 1S te devoted to t e
instruiction of the lowest class of humantty of the
section where it was situated, |t was for the se
of a community composed entirely of mdividuals of
the first_ circle. The teachers who congre%ated
there to instryct this community were of n (TJ bor
ing communities of the second and third cwc 6s,

ith what emotlons | %aze upon t ecrowd
of peoPIe In that temple! They were all
hued; their magnetism bemg deeply tinted W|th
the dark colors—sure evidence of depravity. Some
were careless, stupid, beastly.  Others were thought-
ful, but had the t||ger In their natures, and raged
mwardl like tigers caged. No outward restraint
was put upon them, but they felt the ower of | |n
visible teachers, who threw their ps%cho ogical
power over them to restrain them within proper
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bounds while in the public assembly. Who in
Earth-life has hardly yet dreamed of the use of
this great power in°Nature? More potent than
bolts "and bars, it Is the power which restrains un-
recognized, ?mdes unseen, to the more peaceful
paths. of righteousness, the slaves of vice, =

| visitedthe homes of wretches steeped in crime,
and acquainted myself with the experiences of such
through themselves and teachers. 1 marked that
their htfmes were, Invariably, surrounded with at-
tractive scenery, and adomed in a style that could
not fail to beattractive to any that could aﬁpre-
ciate beauty and harmony of arrangement. | knew
that higher circles had the oversight of this, and
devised the surroundm_gs of these people, that they
might have all the aids which could possibly be
afforded them to promote their advancement. Not-
withstanding this beauty, all the devisements of
benevolence exhibited in"these homes, | found that
within them vice was reaping Its just reward, and
beinglovercome by the means of imposed tortures
of mind inflicted 'upon Individuals by the psycho-
logical power of their helpers, as well as by the
means of readlng the past over and over again as
memory spread before the mind the open Book of
life, arid would ot that it e dosed. . ]

1 have suffered the tortures of the damned,
said one to me whose powers of mind made it pos-
sible for his teachers to hasten his development b){
means of imposed suffering. “In imagination,
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have traversed arid deserts, gloomy forests, and
dismal swamps; | have climbéd rugged mountains
for a gleam of sunshine which mqht perchance,
reet me from the summit and help o thaw the ice
at was freezing my spirit. | have encountered
deadk miasms while traversing dismal swamps
whicti would rise up Iike demans before me, and
encompass me like the deadly vapors of the Upas
threatening to destroy me at once, I death could
have comé to my release at such moments—yes,
everlagting death,” | should have, rejoiced. Such
experiences are like dreams or visions, and | dread
their occurrence as | would dread the knout. |
am sometimes in doubt as to what ﬁurpose IS to he
served by these exfr])enences; but there are seasons
when 1am sure they are. working for m¥ good.
This man had been “'steeped in iniquity” from the
eriod of early manhood till death in midgle age.
IS parents wére not of a class that hequeath noble
natures to their children, although they stood well
in society. - This man_had intéllect sufficient to
have placed him high in the third circle, at his en-
trance into spirit-life, had it not heen that this
intellect was ' beclouded with depravity—an n-
herited depravity, and which could only’be eradi-
cated by suffering; either intensely fof a shorter
season, Or more moderately for a longer one.  The
’ghosts of his former crimes haunted him as memory
fecalled them, and as they were painted upon his
Imagination in vivid colors by ‘the ever-present
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ngtveerr which was, by turns, his tormentor and com-

| visited the home of a harlot, recently added to
the communlt}/, from Earth-life.  She was in the
home of a relative who had heen of her own grade,
but was emergmg from her lowest condition, aving
become capable of appreciating her surroundings
In some degree. Had | been ignorant of the fact
that s,P_mts do not die, I should have believed that
the pitiable object | saw in this home was d |n(I;.
She was recllnmg upon 4 couch, with attendants
busily e_nga?e_d about her impelling into her system
magnetic” fluids, in the endeavor™to restore™ con-
sciousness ; to awaken the dormant energies of her
whole nature.  She was as one in a deathly stupor.
Her vocation in Earth-life had so vitiated her
nature that the substance composmrq her spirjtual
body was so rare that the body coufd not perform
Its natural functjons with sufficient power dr energy
to_permit the mind to act through it so. that car-
scioueness could result. ~ She had been in this con-
dition for several weeks, and months must pass
before full consciousness would be restored.  Hers
was the condition of all of her class on being bom
into the spiritual state. Thought [, it is a térrible
compensation for the degradation imposed upon
the whole nature by such a life.

| visited a male depauchee, and learned that the
Penalty of lewdness 15 visited alike upon male and
emale. Unerring justice, as exhibited by nature,
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points the shaft alike to the seducer and his victim
when the crime of perverting the natural functions
of the human system is punished:; but there is a
deadly shaft—apoisoned” arrow, that stings the
vital nature of him who has betrayed trusting In-
nocence, and. lured to the sure path of follyf his
helpless victim.  This shaft is for him dlone.
Enough that she suffers equally with him for_the
sin against the body, as hers was the lesser crime,
considering all circUmstances. _

The m_ental_deqradatlon of this class is outgrown
by suffering, like that of every other class. e?en-
eration comes by repentance; and individual effort
stimulated by repentance. The sufferings inflicted
upon the lo, are just according as thelr natures
can bear, and are only for a|d|n9 them into the
path of repentance_and regeneration. = \Vengeance
Rrompts not one single experience of the ‘sort |
ave named, through which such pass; but ﬁure
benevolence. It IS not the ?rerogatlye of those
of the second sphere who are the appointed agents
to assist this class into the path of progress, to
appoint the punishments of men; byt naturg has so
arranged that crime punishes itself; or in other
words, that the remorse of conscience that can be
aroysed in the mind of the criminal, is the means of
eradicating from his nature the seeds of depravity,
whose fruft was crime, and whose nature Is to con-
tinue to germinate and bring forth such fruit until
they are”eradicated. Benévolent teachers weep

s s 00008



112 BEAL LIFE IN THE SPIBIT LAND.

over the sufferings of their wards; yet stem neces-
SItY i laid ypon”them to help them, and they will
not flinch.  The surgeon may weep as he contem-
plates the sufferings he inflicts as his blade cuts
Into the vital flesh of some victim of disease or accl-
dent; yet he stays nat his operations because he
Inflicts pain; he only hastens them to the extent
his patlent can bear, that the latter may be the
sooner relieved. As the surgeon’s knife 1S not the
real cause of the suffering endured, but the disease
or .accident, so it is thg nature of the depraved
\S/\éhlecrré causes their sufferings, be they ever so
Vere,

CHAPTER VIEL
THE INEBRIATE, GAMBLER, AND MURDERER, IN SPIRIT-

| sought the home of one whom | knew had re
cently “died In the ditch,” a miserable drunkard.
For years he had been addicted to the vice of in-
temperance, and had gradually sunk to the lowest
depths to which thi$ degrading vice could sink
him. He had heen the victim of the delirium tre-
mens—those horrid nightmares that picture the
punishments of the “damned” as they have been
depicted to trembling sinners, with greater vivid-
ness than they are pictured, even whien the unre-
pentant soul 1$ suspended in prospect over a “lake
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of fire and brimstone.” It is a real thing to witness
the raving maniac st_rlvm%_to,escape from the coils
and fangS of writhing, hissing, deadly serpents,
from tormentm(I; devils, and fires, which, to him,
are_more real than the “lake of fire and brim-
sfone” can ever he to one whose brain is not “ set on
fire ofhell” by the deadly poisons which compose,
for the most _Part, adulterated intoxicafing drinks.
He had witnessed the destruction of a comfort-
able property, the de?radatlon of a wife and famllk]/
of chijdren, Seen the Tatter scattered from beneat
the miserable roof that failed to shelter them from
the wintry storm, and from under the shadow of
the paternal influence, which had become a shadow,
Indeed, a,Pes,tllentlaI_ vapor, So to speak, which de-
based while 1t deprived of hope, and rendered life
a burden too grievous to be bome, even by oung
children. Hehad seen the wife, whom it” shoul
have been his pleasure to have protected and sup-
ported in sickness, die under the roof of a stranger,
with very few comforts, very little sympathy, to
cheer hef on her dying bed. “He had”seen ffiend
after friend forsake him, until at length there was
not one to extend the hand of pure friendship, and
with it give him the assurance that he was a man
and enfitled to consideration as_other men. A
this he had experienced, and still he would not
withhold his hand from the poisoned cup. He
ied; and was_buried in his rags; diseased from
the crown of his head to the soleS of his feet.
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It had been well for this victim of a gross habit,
had the effects of his disease reached only to the
?rave. It had been well if his grossness had af-
ected only his mortal_body; theh his resurrection
might have heen a joyous circumstance, both to
himself and his friendS in the spirit.  Yet the penal-
ties of perverted laws reach beyond the grave;
and this' man, so utterly debased’in his natlre by
the use of poisons and” qver-stimulations, was re-
ceived, by the band of spirits who attended at his
spiritual Dirth, in such a weak, prostrate condjtion
that he could only be restored'to semi-conscious-
ness.at first, . N

His condition resembled that of qne debilitated
from the abuse of the sexual functions; although
he was not so low. He was, emphatically, a spegi-
men of the lowest order of Inebriates; and YEt he
wag semi-conscious, while the debased harlot 1 had
visited, and who was a specimen of the lowest of
her sort, was In an unconsciousness as geep, ap-
pa[entley as that of death. The Inebriate had
poisonéd his, system by the use of infoxicating
drinks to such d degree"thaf the soul- rmmBIe, or
spiritual boay, scarcely received aliment enolgh to
sustain it during the latter portign of his life} and
he died when, at length, his spiritual body could
extract no more real "spiritualized substance of a
rade to enter into its constitution through the

edium of such a depraved physical body. The
harlot had died fromthe same cause; and'yet her
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Rhgsmal life was sustained until her spiritual bady
ad become more emaciated than his at the period
of his death, because hers was perpetually recelvmg
unnatural stimulations through the means of huma
magnetic fluids, which still further debased while
they continued the flickering flame of life, which
were far better extinquished.” She had lived upon
he life of others much longer than. she could have
one without this life. Wit the inebriate, it was
ot thus ; he could not draw magnetic elements from
he poisons which he imbibed that would stimulate
is soul-principle atter his body had become too
depraved to supply the. necessary elements to sus-
tain Iife ;somuch worse is the condition of the gross-
ly unchaste Jlust bom into spirit-life than that of the
gross inebrigte. _

| found this man in the house of a near relative, and
surrounded with friends, who, in sybdued sorrow,
were ministering to him, seeking to |m_PeI magnetic
elements into IS system to strengthenit. A mother
was there, and children, brothers-and sisters, all wait-
mg for signs of Joy{ful recognition from one who pos-
seSsed thie Instincts comman to human nature—the
Instinct to love and ag,p,reuate symﬁathy and atten-
tion, the Instinct to rejoice at meeting with long-ab-
sent loved-ones. His wifg was ngt in"the grou,P that
surrounded his prostrate form. _She was to wait until
he called for her, and was sufficiently arqused to a
sense of his, new condition, and the réalities of the
world in which he was, to wisti to meet her.
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Indelibly enstamped upon my memory, is this

scene: when | witnessed the heart-felt Sorrow of

friends who could feel intensely for the woes of an-
other; and, especially, sorrows which were their
own In commonwith the chief sufferer. It Was_i)aln-
ful in the extreme to witness the efforts of chilgrep
to make themselves recognized—to gain one look
that should convince thém that their father knew
them or cared for their presence. He received all
attentions with a sort of vacant stare—meaningless
expression; exhibiting no more emotjons thar the
drunkard in Earth-life' who is awaking from a drunk-
Sn s(ljeep with senses benumbed, and mind bewil-
ered.
He remaingd in this condition for da}/s, but grad-
ually acquiring strength, and with strength™con-
sciolsness. 17 one month he was able to récognize
his friends.and appreciate their attentions, ina de-
?ree sufficient to Hlve them joy and stimulate thejr
urther efforts In Ris behalf:"yet he had debased his
whole nature by his gross habit and not only months
but years were required for him to overcome his
grossness and arrjve upon the plane where he could
Ppre(_nate the value of true friendship, and those
attentions which are prompted bx_love, as those ap-
preciated. them who surrounded fim in the infancy
of his spiritual existence and ministered to him &s
only love could prompt them to do.

The Gambler’s fate, how dreadful! How deplor-
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able the first condition in spirit-life of him who has
made it his profession to entrap the unwary to their
uter ruin, to live upon the very life-blood of victims
of devilish wiles; where wives and children, wailin

for bread, no more affect the seared conscience 0
their betrayer than the whing of a dog, or the bod-
Ings of an owl! Conscious misery, suffering corres-
ponding to the depth of the depravnY of thé nature,
IS the gambler’s fate, until he has outgrown his base
nature. He atones for his crimes in the one way
that nature has provided—by suffering to an extent
equal to the suffering he has inflicted, or until re-
mortse IS awakened in him that shall lead him to re-

entance.

P | sought the abode of one who had been an adept
in.his profession—a desperate, a heartless gambler.
His nature was stained witl*crimes of a darker dye
than theft, burglary, arson, or murder.  His condi-
tion was higher than that of the grossly lewd and
the gross inebriate, because he was in tné condition
to b& more speedily put upon the path of progress
than they; and, indeed, was less depraved. ~ His
crimes had been against his own natlre as well as
against others; sohad theirs; but they had sinned
more deepl a%;ams,t themselves than even he ; hav-
Ing blynted all their finer suscegubnmes by their
shameful practices, even more than he by his"crimi-
nal ongs. - Whatever sins men commit affect them-
selves more than any others ; and thus it Is that a
gambler of the darkest dye is less depraved than
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grossly dissolute men or women who have, as it
Were, made up their entire natures of rottenness.  The
swine that wallows in the mire, and attracts to jtself
the %rqss oisons of the atmosphere and the mire in
which it laves, be It ever so harmlgss, is a lower an-
imal than the vicious bull that will gore avictim to
death and trample him under his fegt.
| might relate that scores of women, children, and
men, visited this criminal, not as suppliants for the
favor of being allowed to live and enjoy a crust, or
enjoy a husband’s, a father’s, or a son’s society and
Protectlon without the fear of witnessing them in
he hands of justice for the commission” of some
crime to whichi they had been driven by the despe-
rate circumstances entailed by gambling.  Not as
beggars for any boon which hé might grant, but as
accuisers who were commissioned his tormentors; or
In_other words, commissioned to arouse his con-
science and provoke repentance. 1 might state how,
In solitude he writhed under the accusations of these
victims, and how his imagination was tortured with
scenes of woe too deep for tongue to express—such
Woes as gambler’s wives and_children, and as ruineg
sons, husbands, and fathers feel in contemplation of
what may be, or what already is, as the result of the
temptations, the allurements'thrown out by experi-
enced gamblers. o
. The “hell of the imagination " glowed with fiercest
fires, in this gambler’s experience at the period |
visited him, and my coming was to him like that of
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an angel of consolation. | administered wliat com-
fortwas in my power to minister, and left him more
hopeful than 1 found him. —

- Youwillnot always experience such disgipline,
said |'; “but your escape from this_condition of
mind will be Qreatly aided by your efforts to oyer-
come all disposition to evil or revenge for the fan-
cled injustice practiced toward you.” You can not
be insensible to the truth that you must fully com-
Prehend the full effects of your trimes ; and in order
0 do this, their full effects must be. pictured to
your mind.  These horrid visions which ¥ou con-
ceive In imagination, and which are so real to you,
are no more than the realities which oursuﬁermg
victims have experienced and pow experience, som
of them. The serpent in whose sfimy cails you
sometimes |ma%|ne yourself |mPr|sone 1S signifi-
cant of the wiles you were wont to Use to entrap vic-
tims. The cails you tightened about your victims
were worse than” the coils of the serpent; which
thou?h it may crush the life out of the body can ot
affect the spirit.  The monster you cherished in
your den possessed more deadly fangs than the one
You see and dread in imagindtion, which lifts its
hreatening form attempting a thrust which you
avoid as your victims could not avoid your thrusts,
or those df the monster vice you cherishied and prop-
agated. These, are lessons, for You to study, and
experiences which are destined to lead you'to re-
pentance and ultimate entire reformation.”
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“My plainness of speech did not offend him, but
he exloressed a desire to reform, and not only rid
himself of these hitter exPerlences but of his dispo-
sition to resent his sufferings.,

“You are being dealt with by a wise and henev-
olent teacher,” said | ; “ and youwill ultimately bless
him for these very experignces.” | shall curse
him first, and many times,” said he; “for it is with
me as with one that is in the fire; and such a one
will strug%Ie to escape; and one like me will some-
H}megl wish to wreak vengeance on him who kindles

e plaze.

_This man is struglq_llln% upward through the third
circle, at present. “He had so, much depravity to
overcome that he lingers long in the lower cirCles;
however, he has long Since ceased to experience such
severe sufferings aswere necessary to arouse him to
full repentancefor his crimes,

A victim of the gallows, | visited next.  This one
expiated the crimé of murder, by being strangled
according to the approved process required by law
In the United States of America. | found, qn Visit-
Ing him, that, if the law W?s satisfied, Austjce \Was
nat; for he was avillain still: notwitnstanding that
priests had administered to him the * consolations
of the Church” and extorted from him a heartless
Prayer Just in view of the scaffold and the rope, ang
he yawnmé] hell beyond. Prison discipling and
hanging and even this' dying prayer, had' failed to
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regenerate this wretch who had shed his brothey’s
blood for paltry gold.  Murder was inhis heart still,
after he had commenced his ex?]erlence 8 a spirit,

At the period | visited him, he was what he had
been when he committed the crime for which he
suffered death. = There was no (Perceptlble change
In his_nature after what he had experienced of se-
vere discipline, as yet. He was careless, thought-
less, and “indifferent to all the, adjurations of his
friends, to think upon his,condition and strive tq im-
prove himself. He meditated, not uRon his crimes
or their effects upon himself and others, but upon
his inabiljty to find scope for his desires to commit
further vilfainy. ,

He felt himself to be undey restraint, When he
sought the society of congenial companions, he was
always foiled, by some mieans, in finding any that
were’just upon fils plane; but was sure to"fing’ some
one Who was In a degree repentant, and would cast
a_less deleterious infiuence than such as were upon
his own plane and meditating, like him, dark deeds.
He was only suffered to emog the society of such
long enough to recreate himself slightly. for his in-
fluence was not what such needed of cotld be allow-
ed to suffer Ion%enou h to affect them to a degree
that could not be readily overcome by theng,uar-
dians.  Solitude was his'portion much of the time,
although his relatives made it their business—their
hard dty, to be with him a part of the time, both
to instruct and amuse him.
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N Rercelved that this sort of discipline was irksome
in the extreme to him, and elicittd more thought,
more care, than_anything else. He would some-
times ask himselfwhat jt signified, and how he should
rid himself of the surveillance of friends—spies, ashe
considered them.  There was enmltY enough in his
nature to have made him a pest to the whole com-
munity where he dwelt, had the rules of souetg per-
mitted him to ryn at large. He had at last reached
a sphere where he could’wear no mask. Murderer,
villain, was inscribed all over him: he was a living,
movm%, unmistakable sign of depravity to all, ex-
cept those who were so much like him that the
could not distinguish between light and darkness;
or In other words, perceive the finer colors of inno-
cence and Eurlty thieir vision only taking cognizance
of the darker colors of vice and ignorarice. _
Provision being made. for the protection of all in
a community from the influence of such as he, by
the wise Legislators of the sphere, he could not fgo
at large more than the known'criminal in Earth-life,
who IS Imprisoned for the good of society, by a Judg-
ment cor_esPon_dmg_t,o that of the Leglslators_f [
the low circles in spirit-life, If he could not wield
the assassin’s knife, he could scatter the assassin’s
magnetism, which is as deadly—it allowed to go at
Iarge. In the first circle, each individual has alreagy
en u%h of depravity to contepd with without receiv-
mq any that can, bhy any p033|b|l|t¥, be shunned that
belongs to another;“and theretore, benevolence
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prompts the overseers of the circle to isolate every
member as much as possible from every other oné,

It is possible to protect the separate members of
this circle from each other’s influence, as it Is pos-
sible to consigncriminals to separate cellsin a prison;
which is doie as a protection for each, as well as
for a Rumshment. The_ first circle is, indeed, a
prison-house; and the discipline of this prison-house
IS that which criminals must undergo for their own
development and the protection of Society.

Did the wisdom which ryles in the Sphere do
otherwise than restrain criminals from depredating
uPon their fellows, it would do less than the wisdo
of Earthly I_eqlslators, which does what it can, in
civilized socie % fo restrain criminals and protect
society from their ravages, There is no fack of
abI|IIP/, in the sphere, to Testrain any that come into
It. Therefore, it Is the use of Iegnlmate power, not
only to restrain the evil-disposed from depredating
upon their fellows inthe sphere, but also upon those
yet clothed in flesh, and who passess less power to
Uefend themselves than those who have cast off the
physical form, and can perceive spirits of their own
grade_, and those of lower and higher grades, as they

Xercise their spiritual vision,. _

| do not propose o give a dissertation on the sub-
ject of “possession,” fut simply to state a few ap-
P_arent facts, which will serve o dei)lct the condi-
jon in which this man found himself when he was
awakening to the realities of his new life. | have

s 30008



124 REAL LIFE IN THE SPIRIT LAND.

nothing to say of his ex%enence further. | left him,
being impressed with the significance of his frame
of mind, and saddened by thie thougnt of what he
must.en Pre to “work odt his own Salvation,” with
the aid of others.

CHAPTER IX.

COURTSHIP AND MARRIAGE IN SPIRIT-LIFE.
weddeﬁlove m sterlous law true source
Fbum no fs

radis nscé)m(rJlngI
tﬁ %u?t roui was d nven?om men
on é ¢ bestia rds to ran

Y Hreason qahej % pY”hee

?fa e (e)zra]raarada h j]asrtlt\}vere kn wn.

th f(ttéatlsrhop WI‘HI flnor ame
gerrpeltnua gﬁrﬂgln 0% 8mgSII?CSS gets.”

To 1jve a long life unloved and unloving, is a fate
to be shunned, ~* Bachelors” and * Spinsters” are
realy among the most unenwed |nd|V| uals that are
found In soglety. As souetx on earth s, the former
are to be pitied less than the latter; but both are
0 be commiserated when it is understood what both
have reaIIy Iostb speaking after the maimer of men,

 life of celiba

yMarrlage 5|gn|f|es something more than individ-
uals or. society generally undérstand.. True mar-
riage signifies 3 contract of spirit with its affini-
tizéd spirit, wliich is to be “Dbinding " as long as
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both “shall liveor through an eternal existence,
When a spirit meets its affinitized spirit, or ong of
the. other sex that Is sufficiently affinitized to it to
be its eternal companion, it is Not always necessa-
rily apparent to either, how close is the atfinity. In-
dividuals upon the Earth-plane at present, are so
made up that many. traits are obscured: and it re-
qurres time and drscrplrne to brrng them out. There-
fore the marrre enty mrsunderstand each
other until the vail o lesh is thrown aside, and in
spirit-life they have learned to exhibit their true
natures to each other, 1t is folly to expect that two
In the present state of human development on Earth,
can Perfectl aﬁrnrtrze—that either one or the other
can arI to rscover rea im erfectrons where they
woul desire to find on Iyper ectrons rsrtnotworse
folly for either to hastrxcast off the other, not un-
derstan ing but what the cast-off one may be the
em that nature rntends shall bedeck the bosom
rough an endless life? Would rt not be general Y
the wisest course that the married could ursue 0
bear and forbear, to seek tq assimilate themse es 0
each other and 1o round off the angularities of tem-
per, and g/krn ness and trust, draw nearer to each
ther [ Jep lling discord as they would repel a mur-

The experience of the married is as turbid as that
of the unmarried when the state of society is low;
and usually, divorce makes the condition of the nat-
urally discontented no better. It is as well to suffer
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in the bonds of matrimony as out of them; and es-
pecially, as nature has decreed that every man and
woman shall have one wedded companion and one
only, at some period of their existence; and that be-
foré they can reach maturity as spirits, |t is better
{0 even suffer the Wrong of being goaded by a rest-
less spirit, than that greater wrong of proving un-
faithful to a parent’s Charge, and. 1o that demand
of nature which makes it Imperative that man and
woman must unite their magnetic forces as the high-
est ﬁosmve and negative eléments inphysical nature.
.The uses of marriage are more than the mere grat-
ification of the sexual nature and the propagation
of the race. What 1ts varied uses are, asigé from
these, can not here be stated; but it is affirmed,
that in spirit-life its uses are recognised, and mar-
riage of all s (Promoted, as all arfive af an appro-
priate age, and have accumulated a sufficient expe-
rience.

. No_hasty marriages are allowed in the sphere, but
individuals are required to understand each other
before they take upon themselves the sacred bonds
of matrimony. ~ Individuals entermP the sphere
already married, sustain the same refation to each
other &s in Earth-life ; although it is Sometimes ne-
cessar?g to separate hushand and wife for a season,
until the nature of the one or the other, or hoth, is
educated to the legitimate use of the marrlaqe rela-
tion.  Celibacy, ornon-intercourse of an adult indi-
vidual with orie of the other sex is only beneficial as
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it qualifies an individual for the proper use of the
sexual faculties. _Individuals_do not change their
natures on entering the spirit-world, but continue
to Possess sexual ofgans as they do all other organs
of the body, which,_3everal organs are the express-
lons of the“propensities of an indiyidual. How much
most indjviduals en,term? spirit-life need educating
In regard to the legitimate use of the sexual propen-
sities, IS apparent to every observer of the abuses
In society at the present day.

Marriéd individuals learr, as they become better
acquainted with each other In spirit-life, whether
they are really mismated or not; and, discovering
the“true state of the case, they either continue their
relation, or severit entlrelty and seek congenial com-
Pamons. Divorces are not'so verY common in spirit-
ife as many have imagined. It is here that men
and womeri who have sported with the affections
of, perhaps severed companions, discover to their sor-
row, that it had been better for them to have bome
with one companion, or have lived in widowhood,
rather than to have depraved their magnetic condi-
tions by sexual intercourse with a varjety of the
other Sex; and here variety means more than one.

It is approPrlate in intraducing the subﬂect of my
sketch, to state some principles in r_e%ard 0 the Uses
and abuses of the marnage relation, as so liftle 1s
understood among men as to what s duty, ang what

necessity, In relation to marriage, divorce, celibacy,
etc. Society must be educated into a different mode
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0i dealing with these subjects than prevails at the
present day, before men and women—the married
and the urimarried of the opposite sexes can under-
stand their true relations to each other and the du-
ties that devolve upon them when they assume the
marriage relation.

An old man who had lived more than three score
and ten years without having ever discovered one
of the other sex who attractéd him sufficiently to
cause him to seek to enter into the marriage rela-
tion, entered spirit-life and discovered, at length, to
his chagrin, that he had misunderstood man’Shigh-
est misSion in naure, He learned by observatjon
and experience, that he was but half aman havmg
never joined himself to a womafi. He had helieve
that the female sex had no attractions for him, and
s0 steeled his nature against the fascinations of wo-
man that he was, indegd, hard to please. Thrown
into society in_spirit-life, he was forced to asso-
ciate with females—at length, after he had leamed
that duty compelled an individual to be one in so-
Cial ?atherm s where It was sou(rlht to amuse tired
intelfects by music, light conversation, and the “gid
dy dance. _ ,

His nature was not considered morose, indeed,
there was a congeniality In his djsposition that at-
tracted his own Sex; and this, with a little cultiva-
tion, made him attractive to the other sex. = He went
at his task of choosing a life-companion like a real
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Rhllosopher._ “I. will choose one,” said he, “who
as alwa%s lived in cehbacr—not a forceg celibacy,
but who has chosen such a fife as | have.” He was
not then as well versed in female character as he
afterwards became. He did not know that woman’s
nature 1s t0 Iove—th?]t she being the ne%a jve anfd
readily attracted by the positive, can not be self-
supporting as man may force himself to pe.
e sought among, his acquaintances in vain, for
a woman who had, from choice, lived a |ife corres-
Eondlng to his.  He failed to find one who had not
nown one or more whom she would have taken as
a companion for life, could she have done so. He
had |earmed something of human nature by his
search that he had not hefore comprehended.” He
re-considered his determination, and fixed his choice
upon one who, he was then ready to ackngwledge
to himself, possessed atractigns for him. . She had
never married, having been d|saﬁpomted in the ob-
ject of her affections in her youth, Her nature was
sufficiently like his to prompt her to a life of celibacy
after_having had so severe an exparience of the
“frailty” of man, o
These two had already learned that their life ex-
perience would be incomplete until they had exer-
cised In the tra|n|n% of “children. _Theﬁ/ felt that
time_had been lost y their spendln? three score
and ten years in the tlesh without learning the care
of children—educating themselves into the knowl-
edge of human nature and of the method of dealing
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with different natures, that is only learned by a
close study of the natures of children, and by their
judicious mana?ement.

This, was not their only loss, They felt them-
selves incompetent to perform their séveral duties
In society alone; and knew that they were less per-
fect as individuals than they would have been had
the?/_ earlier assimilated their natures info one; or
earlier entered the marriage relation; if not with
each other, with some affinitized one to whom they
mqht have assimilated themselves. As there wes
no Time to be lost, they assiduously cultivated each
other’s acquaintance by every meafs in their power,
that there' might be no mistake made at this late
hour, In their Selection of a companion. _

It is not to be supposed that individuals inex-
perienced In the sciences which relate to spirit,
spiritual beings, the laws of mind, &c., can see
through each other’s character at once, although
they dre spirits. It requires close study and a tho-
rough knowledge of the signification of tints, blend-
mgs, and Interblendings of colors, to be able to
Ju ?e of character. by Color; and. suctras have re-
cen I%/entered spirit ife cannotdetect the finer tints
which characterize the Intellectual faculties, al-
though they may Judq@ of these by the grosser col-
oring of arl individudl’s sphere. _The emotions of
the body correspond to those of the mind; there-
fore the”colors Of the sphere of the Serltu_aI bod
correspond to those of the sphere of the mind; al-
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_thoug_h not strictly the same. Individuals who are
in théir swaddling clothes, so to speak, in spirit life,
are Instructed to e very cautious In studying char-
acter, lest they make some mistakes, which, mignt,
as in the case of two contemplating marriage; be
disastrous to their happingss, .

This couple were Satisfied with each other, at
Ien%th, and solemnly pledged themselves to live for
each other.  They fecognized.the necessity of wit-
nesses to their vows, and invited their friénds to a
social gathering which was a real wedding. There
was no officiating priest or magistrate; but all as-
sembled recognized the proprigty of these two, as
priest and priéstess, pronouncing their marrlage VOWS
and proclaiming themselves. one in the Pres_ nce of
those who weré interested in their well-being and
the good order of society.. It would not have been
recognlzed as a marriage in the sphere without wit-
nessess present to listen to their vows, no matter
how close the affinity between them, or_how well
satisfied they were with each other.  Society there
has claims upon every individual member, and where
two design o live together in the close relation of
husband™and wife, it must be understood, that_all
may be prepared to recognize them asa united

couple. .~ .

I\Rarrla?es inthe sphere are, always consummated
uBo_n that plane where indjviduals’ recognize their
obligations to society as well as to themselves; and
theréfore, all would Consider it a shame, after they
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are prepared to enter the mayriage relation, to live
toqether as man and wife without first making it
well understood in society that they propose to"do
this. . Any who are unprepared to Tecognize their
dutY IR this re?ﬁect are restrained from”marrying
until they are more worthy.

A youth loved a maiden, and his love was recip-
rocated; but death robbed him of his idol before
their proposed marriage was consummated. He
lived to middle age and djed; still faithful to his
first love; believing'that, If there was a heaven, his
beloved had found it and he should find It also and
be united to her. ~*Love’s young dream” had been
the dream of all his maturer years. His manly
nature could only be satisfied with the one object
that had attracted him in youth, and whom™he
deemed the only one In the universe that was exagtly
fitted to him. " Finding himself a spirit, his first
thought was of her, and she it was that whispered
In hiS ear when his senses had hecome sufficiently
revived to understand, and her countenance was the
first upon which he gazed after his vision had been
sufficiently strengthened that it could recognize one
from another. “1am content,” thought hé: and his
countenance expressed the same as he quietly waited
to take his departure for the spirit land. “He en-
éotyed her soueg/ while he was recover_mg his
trength, and repdsed in confident expectation that
she Was to be the companion of his life through
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the eternify that he was now sure awaited them.
After his manly strength had returned, and the
period had arrivéd when he must enter upon the
Impartant employment f cuItwatmq his nature, he
was informed that marriages are celebrated in the
sphere after the candidafesre perfectly fitted to
each other and prepared to sustain thé relation
properly. “What further preparation,” said he
“can | need? | love only her; ang | have waifed
Iom{; for the hour of my union with her; believing
thal there was no power that could seﬁarate us,”

* She will be yours; but after you have studied
our own naturé and hers more carefully than you
ave hitherto.  She.Is 8uallf|ed to take a husband

but you are not qualified to take a wife: and it shall
be fiers to instruct you in much that pertains to the
duties of men and women in this sphere. Your
probatign will not be long, as you have lived a
chaste life, not having dePraded_ our nature by the
mduI?ence of any senisual appetite. There aré Jes-
sons fo he learned here that cannot be learned in
the flesh, and it is appropriate for every one to con-
form to the requirements of society here; which are,
In respect to marriage, that those who have nof as-
similated themselves as man_and wife in the flesh,
are to giam_ some experience of spirit life before they
can enter into the marriage relation.” ,
He was prepared to dcquiesce in the require-
ments of society, as an order-loving man; and espe-
cially, as he could” enjoy the society of his bride
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that was tobe; and as his Probatton was to be short.
L|ke a W|se man, he Justly considered, that mas-
muc as the reladon WhICh e contemplated was to
be per etuaI nothing should be lacking of a perfect
re a at|on 0 assure It,
he lessons this one had to learn before he was
fitted to take upon himself the marriage vows, were
the uses of marriage, hoth on earth and in the
sphere; the obligations of men and women to society
which ohligations can onI%I be fully sustained By
the married—such as _combined thelr positive and
negative natyres for the production of ‘appropriate
magnettc fImds fo supply the numerous uses WhICh
Jsuc qua||e magrietic fluids can supp [y
also to learn that'children are committed to a
at her and a mother for trajning; and that no child
can_be_properly trained without the two combine
their efforts and their knowledge for this purpoge.
He also learned that nature desgned it s a portion
of the_experience of every man and woman to care
for children.  Anabundange of children were enter-
ing the sphere to be supplied with guardians to fill
the places of parents, and it was a Teal doy to him
to know that he could satisfy the demand of his na-
ture for children by adopting as his own some of
ttlte%%e unfortunate ones, for whom none cared in the
To relate the circumstances of his puptials would
only be repeating what was related on a former
page. It is sufficient to add, that at the appropriate
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time, friends. witnessed the mytual vows of two s
closely affiniti*d that no shadow of a harrier had
ever fisen hetween them: and sogiety recognized
what nature had ordained by thus fitting two Spirits
s0 perfectly to each other fiom the first.

A faithless wife was divorced from a faithless
husband. These two had loved in youth, and had
consiclered themselves fitted to edch other, and
therefore they had early consummated the marnage
tie. Children'were bonf unto them. The wife provéd
faithless, only after she discovered her husband’s
faithlessness.” The law separated them at the hus-
band’s demand; for how could he suffer his “ honor
to be stained by living with a woman who had
Smiled upon anogher.” "I hers was not the greater
sin in_the eyes of the law, society marked her as
the victim t0 be sacrificed rather than him; and the
“Justice,” that should have been meted out to both,
was meted out to one, and that the less quilty one.
A divorced wife in the eyes of the [aw derived from
the old Hebrew code, can’have no alternative but to
live single, or risk the odium of society and live with
one whom the law will not recognize a$ her husbang.
This desperate woman chosg to defy the law and pub-
lic opinjon; and she lived with a ménwhom she called
her usband until her death.  The husband married
and these two thus lived through all their future life
on Earth as. thouqh every tie had been broken, and
they were naught 1o eachi other more than strangers.
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But who shall tell the occasional heart-burnings
which each experienced when thoughts of former
days, solemn vows and broken ties, arose in their
minds? Those can tell who watched them throu%h
their life-long experience, and who knew from the
first that they were fitted to each gther : although
the dross Intheir natures must be eliminated before
they could perfectly understand their true relation-

ship.

'PhIS guilty man and woman, when they. found
themselves t0 be man and woman sti]l in spirit-land,
with natures that could not be satisfied upmated,
began to look about them with the object of choos-
Ing life-companions for eternity, or" for a Space,
sich natures being, hardly. qualified to suppose
that two could agree’for eternity). Then commenced
their experience of reed trigl and hardship. They
were of that character of spirits that reguwed
stern discipling to teach them their mutual duties,
as well as their mutual failings, and to bring them
out of the mire of sensuality. ~ They were [ess gross
than many, yet more so than many; requiring less
stern discipline than those who are termed in society
?ross sensualists, but a more stem one than the vir-
UQus.

Their quardians bem? assured that justice de-
manded that they shoufd be one, should together
tread the, Ion? pathway through the spheres, the
united head of & family'of children, used the appro-
priate means to bring about a reconciliation between
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them. Their estrangement had been so complete,
as they believed, that at first, they regarded each
other as ,stranqers, or rather as dld lovers whom
mutual djstrust had separated so completely that
there could be remam_mog no hond of union between
them.  So blind are individuals to their own real
wants and characters! _

It were a long story to tell of the various means
which developed themselves to bring about a mu-
tual understanding between the two; to tell of the
emotions of scorn, shame, regret, remorse, and sor-
row, which succeeded each other in the minds of
these two as time passed and theY learned that they
had suffered through ignorance, their minds having
been clouded by,sensual|t¥—the|r Inherent gualities
of Ogoodness, purity, and steadfast love, having been
hidden beneath dross; which, now that it was belnﬁ
(e)lthrg;nated, revealed their mutual fitness for eac
|t was a long night of trial which these experienced
before they witnessed the dawnmg of a longer day
of compensation. . When at length the sun of their
prosperity had arisen, and they were again united
In the holiest bonds, what Aoy was It for_them to
contemplate the Pleasur_e, the' deljght, with which
thelr children hailed their reunion!™ _

Their children, the fruits of their first marriage
claimed the superior right to the ?uardlanshlp of
both their parents, as they were instructed that the
marriage of their parents‘was a true one; although
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they themselves were nof aware of it_as their
friends in the SPIrIt were, from the first. - They lent
their influence to that of the friends and_?ua,rdlans
of their parents to hring about a reconcifiation, as
children always do in similar cases, being more in-
tseerl\elgtsed than‘any can be, except the parénts them-
Children are great sufferers by the, discord and
separation of parents; and not only in_Earth-life,
but their sorrows from this cause reach into the life
beyond.  Many young lives in spirit-life are embjt-
tered by the knowledge of discords inthe home cir-
cle,. which they know must end in the separation of
their parents and the scattering of the children whg
yet remain in Earth-life froml beneath the roof
iwhich should shelter them till maturity, and by the
knowledge that they must all continue to suffer
whether n Earth or Spinit-life, in witnessing that
which should have been avoided—the division of the
family circle. . Homesare the order, in S?Irlt-hfe, and
children gravitateto one parent or the other, accord-
ing as they are Iike one or the ather: and If parents
cannot permanently unite in spirit-life, 1t is, neces-
sarily, grieftotheir children, because it istheir nature
to,|ove their parents, and towish to have a home
with both thelr parents; a home where they can re-
sort when they choosg, for rest and pleasure,
through an immortal existence,

Could 1t be believed that men would ever outgrow
the necessity of homes, then it might be believed

s s 0008



COURTSHIP AND MARRIAGE IN SPIRIT LIFE. 139

that they would out?,row all the loves which hind
togetner the domestic circle. _No.one |oves his
neighbor less because he loves his wife and children
more. It is a sublime truth, that according as in-
dividuals cultivate the domestic loves, they cultivate
fraternal love, No fountain will send forth sweet
waters and bitter: and from the pure fountain of
men’s unperverted nature, flows, in abroad stream,
unsullied fove for all of human kind: and the foun-
}aln from whence originates this stream is conjugal
OV,

Sex is the expression of a principle; and the two
SEXes are exPressmns of the dual nature of Deltay'
the acknowledged fountain of love or force in all
nature. [t cannot be s_uPpo_sed that anything could,
by any possibility, exist without the Union” of the
two prmclEIes, tfie positive and negative; as these
two constitute God or the creating 8r|nC|pIe In na-
ture. Man begets man b bem?_c mposed of the
two principles positive and negalive; as nature be-

ets all things through the, combination of these
wo principles.. These premises being correct, con-
{u%al love originates every other sentiment common
0 human beings toward ach other,

It Is.apparent that con[]ugal love begets parental,
which in turn begets filiaf and fraternal, . From the
home circle love réaches outits armsuntil it empraces
all mankind.  Thus man, as the representative of
God 1n nature, develops fraternal [ove through the
conjugal relation; af he develops all his faculties
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through the direct agency of his dual nature, Youth
grow In stature and'in Knowledge before they are
Prepared to form the conju%al relation; howiever,
he sexes are attracted to each other, and they com-
mingle in spcial intercourse ; and 1t'is through the
Influence of magnetic fluids generated by the inter-
course of the sexes In the various capacifies as play-
mates, compan|ons In places of amusement, friends
who occasionally enjoy social intercourse together
and as hushand and wife, that the developnient of
the human faculties is secured, .
Nature made no blunder when she intermingled
the sexes in the manner she did when she institlted
the race of man.  She understood the necessities of
the case, and provided, that as in all lower nature
deveIQEJ_ment was only secured through the action
of positive ang negatlve through the multitudinous
ways she had provided, it should be sp with the
hI%} er race that was, to Dethe epitome of all nature
befow, “Male and female created He them,” be-
cause all progress results from the action of the
P_osmve and negative ; and because the ends of jus-
ice could only be consummated by persomfymg the
fwo principles, each in a separate form, and entiow-
Ing each form with attributes which should be dual;
and therefore could develop individuality and in-
telligence. Thus man and woman as positive and
negative, are each made up of principles which are
E),osmve and negative ; which, combining, are intel-
igence and individuality, and go to make up the
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prime nature of the separate principles which com-
pose the one heing—the male and female combined.

Marriage is the expression of the combination
which must take place between the_positive and the
negative to ensure development.  The positive and
negative principles of each faculty composing a
human spirit or human body, are married before’in-
dividual "development can “proceed; they are mar-
ried when the impregnating fluid begins to take
form, and the germ commences Its growth, prepara-
tory to the pracess of attracting sBlntual elements
to constitute the germ of mind” Perpetyal combi-
nation of these component elements constituting the
faculties, alone serves to_carry on the functions of
the Ilvmgi form, the thinking mind.  Thus, it is the
perpetual action of the positive and negative In
combination, that promotes progress In” soclety.
The irresistaple attractions whichexist between tfie
sexes are sufficient for nature’s purposes, and she
evolves the necessary elements of the two kinds by
means of the commion.intercourse; the fellowship,
of the sexes in society. _

The people must |earn that the offices of men and
women as male and female, are more varied than is
generally supposed; that the attractions which are
Sometinies denominated (I;ross passions, and belong-
ing only to_ the physical man, are what constitute
the real efficiency of the race in nature, and must
be as efernal as man, To form a just appreciation
of the importance of the conjugal relation and of

s 30008



142 REAL LIFE IN THE SPIRIT L ND.

tlie caution that should be observed in selecting life-
companions, all should study deePI%/ into the signifi-
«cance of pature’s action, above stated only in E)ar_t.
As men learn to interpret nature, they learn their
own duties and respansibilities; and are wise, onI)(
as they copy the perfect method displayed by all’
nature above and below them.

CHAPTER X.
INCIDENTS OF SPIRIT-LIFE,

A cottage UpoN 4 hill-side, whose eaves projected
after the manner of the Swiss cottages amon? the
Alps, and which was as unpretentious as that of any
herdsman on the slopes of those moutains, attracted
my attention as | was exploring a department of the
second sphere, distant from thatwhere my ownhome
Wwas situated. Its surroundings were antique, re-
minding one of the days of Tell. There was not
even 4 5|g£1 of moden improvement about the
dv_vellmg. uch an object, so situated, so environed
with scBnery corresponding to that where the old
patriots of Switzerland spent their days in the flesh
naturally excited curiosity. and | resolved to acquaint
myself with the history of this relic of the past. |
sought an entrance and readily found one, as there
was no occupant; it having ‘evidently been built
there as.a monument of thé past. ItS inside was
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vacant, there ar%pearlng nothmgnto excite_curiosity
there but an inscription upon the wall, This was
In the Helvetic lanquage, and its signification was ;
Be mindful of the past.” This was all. | read
and re-read the inscription; | studied it as | had
[earned to study such significant phrases; and felt
that he who had erected”this temple, ang devised
this simple inscription, was of the sages of the land,
and might be the veritable Tell himgelf, whose love
for his countrymen would prompt him to leave me-
mentoes for their observation and instructjon all
aon[q IS u?ward pathway through the_circles, |
resolved to trace the history of this quaint cottage
and passed on 1o a neightioring . dwelling, where i
believed 1 could obtdin . the ™ information | de-
sired. The inmates of this dwelling were Swiss,
and understood the origin of this” valued relic.
Not to William Tell, ioy any one individual, do
We owe the construction of thiS quaint monument
of the past,” said the individual I addressed, “but
to the Council of the circle ahove ours, - This Coun-
cil devised this method of calling men’s attention to
the Ra_st of their own lives as well as to the history
of their country. No one wha enters that co_ttaqe
and notes its emptiness, will fail to read the simple
Inscription upon' its wall, and, having read it, will
fail to think. ' resort there often, and read that in-
scription and study the mearyn? it conveys to me,
and become wiser‘each time.” T passed on, havmg
learned another lesson to assist me in my upwar
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Bro ress.  Simple as this incidentwas, | yet leared
¥ it that a part of wisdom consjsts in the variety
of methods which may be devised for the elevation
of men. _ Having become interested in the methods
of the Councilsof the Swiss sa(h;es, | resolved to
visit the temple in the neighborhood of this relic.
The people of this community were of the third cir-
cle, and were under discipline, being of every variety
of opinion and character that would place them
within the limits of this circle. There were Catholics
and Protestants among them, Enests and [aymen
Infidels and rehﬁlous enthusiasts, those who had
been noble and those who had been paupers. | had
visited many temples in this circle, of other nation-
alities, and Upderstood the methods jn use for teach-
mg the people in the temples and in their homes,
| Nad observed that everK_d|st|nct people possessed
distinct methods of teaching, and | had gathered
much nstruction from my observation of these
different methods. _

The temple was like a vast Cathedral, highly or-
namented, and of a richnessand style of architect-
ure to attract admiration from the lovers of art and
beauty, as well as those unaccustomed to the sight
of magnificent works of art, . The style of its adofn-
ings Was Swiss, and everything about it reminded
one that it was a Swiss t€mple, though the style of
Its architecture was like that of the”Cathearal of
St Peter at Rome. Like other temples of jts
grade, it possessed apartments for the uses of the
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varioys associations which there convened: Council
chambers and courts where congregated the peni-
tents of lower circles, who often “resorted there for
Instruction. . These various apartments, &, were
furnished with al] the necessar g aratus for prac-
ticing and experimenting In the arts and sclences,
and With all ecessary mementoes which, In every
temgeoﬂts rade, are scattered throu hout all the
riments, to remind visitants that they are un-
der dISCI ine, and that their past exp enences are
the | essons which the&rare to,study unt| th ey have
become wise in a wisdom which |s superior o that
which 1s acquired in.the physical state in the pres-
ent low condition of all mén in that state. [ dis-
covered the characteristics of the Swiss Fathers in
the mottoes the inscriptions, the relics, and the
meth od of teachmg in every department of the
temP e. There weré many mementoes as striking a
tha had discovered on”the hill-side, and as Well
calculated to attract attention and awaken thought.
An aristocratic land-holder was perpetually éon-
fronted with the likeness of a distressed tenant,
which he was carrying susPended from his neck. He
seemed to believe.that It was decreed to be his
Pumshmentforsome act of injustice he had comm|t
ed toward a tenant, to carry this pe petua ly thus
suspended, and look upon 1t often, that_memory
might perpetually sting h|s conscience,  This Indi-

VI ual was amorig the penitents, and belonﬁed to
the second circle.” His ase was hopeful, as fie had

s G00Q 8



146 REAL LIFE IN THE SPIRIT LAND.

studied liis lessons so Io_n% and so well that true re-

pentance and regeneration were transforming him

mt_o_ta h|g|rgjer man than he was when he enterd the
spirit-world.

F,)A miser was carrqu a coin tl%htly clasped in
hispalm. He seenied Yo wish to divest himself of
this relic of his past folly, but, %Joparently, he could
not, and he gazed and continue to_%aze_ugon It as
memory aftér memory arose In his mind, of the
good he had left undone from his sordid love of

qold. Bitter was the experience of this one, a«

Memory stun? him with the 3||ght of the hated relic,
A mother Tooked upon her child and yearned

after it, but she could not claim it yet, as She was
unworthy: another supplying the prace whichwould
have been hers had she been as pure as the child,
She was permittedto caress It, and was encouraged
to persevere in the work of E)unf mg her nature’by
the assurance that she should yét be the ﬁuardmn
of her child. Her discipline had placed fer ypon
the track of regeneration, and her tears were those
of penitence as well as of regret. Al her garments
and her countenance were tinged with blue, the sure
sign of penitence. . _

1 "What was peculiarly Swiss in all this, was not so
much In the methods Pursued, as In the peculjar
adaptedness of the methods to the cases to which
they were aE lied. There was a se_Para_te methd
for‘every case, and peculiar ingenuity displayed in

the devisement of such a variety of miethods. “lie-
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cessity develops invention;” tlie truth of this sa mg
was never more strikingly exemplified to my min
than on this occasion, as | reflected that the inge-
nuity, the recources. of mind, of the Swiss peaple; is
devéloped by their situation.  They glean their sup-
port, as a péople, from a country Wwhich yields more
of wintry Snows, icy blasts, and barren Tocks, than
of rich ‘harvests. “To plow, to sow and to gather
from fertile plains, is pastime, compared to the la-
bors of those who cultivate the slopes of the Algs,
and gain a_supsistence by herding upon the har-
ren nountain sides.

There is an ocean, deep_and hroad, that sepa-
rates one portion of the section of the second sphere
which represents Earth, from that which represents
Ju_Plte_r on the_sphere.  This ogean IS interspersed
with islands, like an ocean surface on a physical
planet. Onthese islands there are no human beings,
save now and then_a voyager pauses, for some pdr-
pose, upon them.  They dot the surface of this broad
ogean of rare margnetlsm 8s stars dot the firmament
of heaven, apparently being but spots ;]ust skim-
ming the surface, with immedsurable depths beneath
therd.  These are the nucler of sections ugon the
spiritual sphere, derived fromthe Asteroidal System,
sltuated between Jupiter and Mars. The ocean in
which theY are situated is the space allotted on the
sphere to the Preat planet which was disrupted soon
after its evolution” from its parent, the Sun, and
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whose fragments form the Asteroidal System. |t
IS space, but filled with magnetic life which ema-
nates from the surfaces about it, To a Spifit,ap-
proachrnq this space on the surface, the “effect s
somewhd Irke that roduced on approaching an
ocean on the (fh srca surface. Like the ocedn, It
appears bounaless, but of varyrn? hues, whose rich-
ness and variety surpass those of the rambow.
Aband of spirits prepared themselves to traverse
this space, and visit the spiritual Juprter They
were spirits of hrgh crrcles who had acqurred a
sufficient knowled ?eo Nature’s elements and the
method of appropriating these to whatever purpose
they had in view, to be able to undertake an enter
prise of such ma%nrtude * There 1s ng requlated
current of magnetic life, of the nature of th tuPon
W |ch spirits ‘travel from a physical to a spiritual
Sﬁ ere, passing to and fro across such spaces on
the sp rrrtual surface but those who cross them must
create a pathway for themselves of the magnetic ele-
ments which are"distributed across the broad chasm.
These elements flow in reqular currents to and fro
across this ocean of space from the developed sec-
tions of surface which bound it on either side, cor-
responding to the electric currents which flowto and
fro through_space from one physical planet to
another, or from one to all and all'to one. To con-
dense elements and form a pathway on this mag-
netic ocean, requires as much knowfedge of the na-
ture and use of all elements, and as much practical
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experience in their use, as would be required of an
individual in the flesh to construct a hpathwa for
himself through the waters, or through the atmos-
phere. The_magnehs_m fI"IﬂP this Space_bears a
similar relation to spiritual planetary” surface that
atmospheric air does to physical plaiietary surface.
There would be insurmountable difficulies in the
way of amortal who should attempt to walk through
the atmosghere u;t)on a path of his own construction
In the present state of science on Earth. ~ Yet phys-
ical man may learn o use nature’s elements soas to
condense atmospheric matter and create pathways
which will buoy him_up, by a method correspond-
ing to that of spirits, who fraverse space which
stretches between spiritual planetary surfaces, and
also illimitable space, where they find no spiritual
currents affinitized to their own riatures sy |C|en_tIK
to be used by them without infinite trouble, whic
obliges them tq draw from every Igrade ofcirculating
currents in the vast “void,” wriefewith to, create for
themselves pathways upon which to visit worlds
scattered here and there over the universe.
No idle curiosity prompted the v0¥age that this .
band were about to undertake; but they went ac-
companied by teachers whose business it was to
assist them in making their way to the further
shore. It wastheir firSt attempt fo make the entire
ou,rneg/ across; theiy grewou  EXPErments in navi-
4at|ng pace having been confined to smaller areas.
he éxperiment was undertaken with the certainty
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of itsJoeing successful; as |essons in spirit-life are
well learned—pringiples well understood, and made
practical by experiment, before a student attempts
anything involving such principles, wherein failure
would be disastrous or d|scourag|nﬁ. It matters
not fo relate the incidents of the jourfiey, or attempt
to describe the emotions of those who, for the first
time, launched themselves on the broad ocean with
the design of reaching the further shore; whose
chart and compass were their knowledge of the
Character of the magnetlc elements of the surface
they sought, and whose bark was to be a current
attracted ‘together by the united force of the whole
party. They could énjoy themselves on the passage
as the oarsmen enjoy themselves in propelling théir
boat, having learned the use of the oars so perfect-
IK that It réquires less labor and attention'tp use
them than when they were first learning their use.

Toexplore the surface of the spiritual Jupiter and,
study the manner of life, customs, &., of its peaple,
Was ‘gne object In view in undertaking their journy.
The limits of this article will not allow of a narration
of their travels and experiences; however, some facts
may be stated illustrative of the status qf this peo-
P_Ie. They found no circles corresponding to' the
irst and second in their own section of thé sphere.
This was sure evidence that the planet Jupiter was
far in advance of Earth. The forms of somet)f, the
methods in use for the management of the Tower
circles, &c., corresponded with those prevalent
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amonq their own geople. The}g were received with
heart-felt welcomes wherever t eK went: and they
felt that their home was, indeed, wherever they found
brethren of the race of man. ,
The_scenery of the surface was more uniformly
beautiful than that of their own section, and the
products of greater variety and more abundant;
which circumstances Wwere sure evidences that Jupi-
ter’s surface is more highly developed than Earth’s,
They searched for evidgnces of oceans and seas on
the physical surface of Jupiter. They discovered .
that the oceans of Jupiter were seas, compared. to
the oceans on Earth’s Surface. So highly productive
was this sttuaI surface, of rare_plants'and beauti-
ful birds, that there was no section they could dis-
cover where these were not; eventhe spaces repre-
senting sea-beds and rocky.ridges, were beautified
with the products of the fertile sections. ~ The whole
surface was a garden, comparatively ; and the whole
peaple a comparatively highly developed people.
People crawling abouyt upon a physical planet,
with ng wings to“propel them swittly through the
atmosphere, ith no_power to overcqme the gravity
of their physical bodies, which enchains thenjto the
surface, can scarcely. realize that It Is possible for
spirits to “fly on wings of light” from sphere to
sphere, from Sun to suri of the vast systems of the
universe ; after they are educated nto the method
of doing this.  With electric speed they travel, be-
cause their bodies are magnetic substance, and are
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propelled by magnetic forces which are_regiulated by
wil -Power, as the motions of the physical body are
requlated by the will, The creeping worm"that
walfs to emeérge from Ifs grosser state and soar wg
ously throygh'the air, fluftering abqve every tlower,
appropriating its fragrance, attémpting vastheights,
and scorping'the groveling condition Which was the
cradle of its existénce, typifies man in his physical
and SEmtuaI states. He comes forth &worm:  He
creeps.over the physical surface for a season, and
then, like the vv_m?ed Insect, he emerges from his
prison a free spirit, and soars, at Ien? Whitherso-
ever he will.  None may set bounds 10 the ultimate
Fower of a stt, o limiit the scope of its ambition,
t ventures through deeps .on deeps of unexplored
oceans of knowledge, andstill sees beyond deeps on
egps, fathomless, immeasurable, 1t'soars through
heights on heights of celestial wisdom, and sees be-
yond helg_ht_s on heights, stretching to the very seat
of the InTinite; and Vet it ventures on, forever soar-

ing. -,

CHAPTER XI.

METHODS OF TEACHERS AND GUARDIANS WITH THEIR
PUPILS AND WARDS.

The great ocean of human spirits that occupies
the second sphere, being composed of many grades
of humanity, not only all the grades that are met
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with in the Earth-sphere in the present age, but also
of those thatare ahove any that exist upor the ph
cal plang; there are, necessarily, very | man methods
in practrce in the sphere for instructing the varjous
grades There Is an infinite variety of constitutions
f men in the flesh, and a corresrpon Ing varret m
the spirit; each requrrmg{ its particul ar met 0 o
treatment, which cannat be reﬂ aced rt/ anoth er
without detrrment to rndrvrdual ealth and growth.
The experienced fp ysician, avm% closel n)t/ studre
the constitution of a patient, adaptsh rs re e res t0
fit the constitution as nearIy as possrb e; well know-
Ing that one methad of treatment i not surted to
every case. SO Wise feachers in sr%rrrt ife study
closély the natures of those committed to, their
charge, and adapt their methods of instruction to
them as nearly as ossrble
Of the hi agher crrcles shall say nothing as to

the methodS, pursued by teachers, except, that
the more perfect an rndrvrduals deveIoRment the
better qualified is he to understand the, natures
of his pupils, and to adapt his instructions, to
them. . There is one mode through all the circles:
which is, the most perfect adaPtatron of means to
ends. possible under the variety of circumstances
existing In the various cjrcles, ~ -

The Tircle that comgrrses the hordes of sava es
barbarians, idiots, th Pnorant and vjcious,
are pouring Into srrrrrt fe In a ceaseless stream
fromall quarters of the Earth, is thatwhich requires
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sE)ema_I notjce as re_?ards the means in use for the
elevation of these different classes which compose it,
Savages, and barbarians.or semi-savages, have ap-
Pro fated to them localities where they. reside by
hemselves, or_sufﬁuentlk/_ apart from their brethren
of the same tribes or nations whg are higher than
they, that the latter may not_ suffer from’their de-
graded magnetism. - Thus if is with the jdiotic, the
ignorant and degraded of all natjons, They are al-
|otted localities where they reside by themselves,
but near the communities of their brethren of the
next higher grades; which latter are their natural
quardians and teachers, _ _

Spirit-land s apportioned to the various nation-
alities accordlnq as the;r require space to accom-
modate the twelve_circles Into which society is
divided. Communities of the first circle are in f]]ux-
taposition with communities of the second; and these
with communities of the third; and so on; the
_arrangement bel_n%that of a circular space whose
interi0r is occupied by the twelfth orhighest circle ;
aroynd which the communites of the other circles
are located in their proper order outward. ~ By this
arrangement, the communities of the first circle of
different and adjoining nationalities, adjoin. Where
the lowest class of human beings in this sphere re-
side, the magnetic conditions are so depraved that
It IS provided that the_communities of this class
coincide as much as possible, that such conditions be
not propagated over the sphere.
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The low plane that the degraded Eortmn of hu-
manity occugles I spirit-lifé, corresponds to the
material plane, so called, or the p %/smal plane.
The magnetism compos;ng the spirjt-forms of this
class, 1s"more nearlx allied to physical magneﬂsm
han that of any other class of spirits; and to their
ocalities are attracted the lowest grades of magnet-
ism that grawtate to_the spiritual"sphere, .~

Were there no philanthropists of the higher cir-
cles who make if thelr business to aid nature in the
ocalities belonging to the first circle, there would be
ess. beauty there” than Anywhere else in the in-
habited portion of the sphere ; there would be less
of that orderly arrangement of objects which make
up a landscape ; as glr ves, brooks, Tich lawns, flower
gardens, hifl and dale, &\, as nature jsaided by man
in_producing beauty and variety in the second
sphere, as 1f'1S on Earth.. The weak-minded, un-
cultivated, indolent individuals who compose this
circle, generally have no tastes for useful employ-
ments ; those that have, need much instruction before
they are qualified to beautify their own homesso as to
render them attractive to themselves and those who
are coming there from Earth from time to time.

“These “low specimens of humanity,” it may be
said, “cannot appreciate beauty and harmony, bemg
the soul of inharmony themselves ; then why shoul
their homes be beautiful? - Why not allow them to
dwell In deserts, or where flowiers will not bloom,
unless some hand attract the appropriate magnetic
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currents there?” These are the children that the
Infinite’ Father has committed to the wiser ones
who stand in His_ stead as their protectors and
9uard|ans and dewsors of means to bring them up
0 higher planes, These guardtans Iove beauty and
harmonY and they know that eautY armo |zes
that melody quiets the raging sptrtt herefore they
provide that heauty of ‘scenery, harmoneous ar
rangement of home scenes, as %ardens dwelltng
an netghbortn? landscapes, the ffarmonies of mugic
and the sight of gorgeous magimftcence shall aid in
the developmentof these children. I all do not
appreciate pleasant sights and sounds, and the rich
od s of gardens of flowers, some there are who do,
and wh ose pr éqress is wonderfully aided by these
means. Ind ee there are few who are not dffected
with new ang stronﬁ emotions when they ex ertence
the effects of the harmonious blending so 3|gf
sounds, and odors, which they ercetve for the | st
time when they awake to the realities of stt ife,
It those inthis circle are on the *material plane,”
so are the objects they behold; all conditions har-
monize so perfectly in their circle that they live and
mo\e ami st surroundings so perfectly gdapted to
th em that they see and”hear ‘as they did on the
Earth plane. ey see forms composed of magnetic
elements as well adapted to thetr ross spiritual
VISIOﬂ as g sical forms were totheir g ysical vision.
The vibrations of sound affect their Enrttual organs
of hearing because they are transmitted to the”ear
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through_an atmosphere fitted to them in every re-
spect.” They could inhale the fragrance of flowers
on Earth, and their spiritual sense of smell appre-
ciates the odors of the flowers which floyrish on
their “material plang” in the sphere, as well. ~ Al-
thou%;_h they grope in thick mental darkness, and
the Tight wihich emanates from their persons is
darkness, ¥etthey see by alight produced through
the agency of currgnts which emanate from spiritual
suns, which blaze in the firmament of the sPlntu_aI
sphere; which I|Tght IS fitted to every gracle of spirit-
ual substance of'the sphere: therefore they are not
In darkness; although to the h!?h grades”of spir-
Its that approach their communities, they appear to
he, as the vision of these does nof appreciate the
light of these localities; it being fitted to So much
higher magnetic elements, .~ . S
here 1snot sufficient diversity in the circles im-
mediatel assomatm(%to prevent_ them from seeing
from each other’s I|% t, orenjoying, in a degree, In
tercourse with_each other. ~ ThiS_is a neCessary
arrangement of nature ; as, unless it were so, there
wouldhbe no pleasure in fulfilling the offices of friend-
ship and affection, which a higher circle owes to a
Igwg; and which are the means of elevating the

Wer,

There cannot be supposed to be less order in the
sphere above the physical than there is in the physi-
cal sPhereL or less ‘adaptation of means to ends;
therefore, It is inconsistent to believe that spirits
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upon a low ?Iane in spirit-life are devoid of the
eomforts of life which only make life endurable with

Could it be supposed that less provision is made
in the spiritual state than in the physical, no matter
how low the grade, then there is arl end of harmony
In the umverse then the arttribute of hustme dogs
not belong to the S upreme Being—then, indeed,
there 1S ng Su reme nehgencemnature Deprive
the Infinite Spirit of nature of the two attributes,
harmony and ustice, and nature |s deprived of a
head. All things are thrown Into chaotic confusion;
man deerved of hope, or faith that in the next
sphere his condition is to be bettered: and how
much_more, then would he Tong for annihilation
than for |mmortaI| ty?

Teach man that f|ends wait for his approach
to the shores of the spirit land that they may there
torment h|m more effectual IP/—there nlunge h|m mto

“the lake of fire and brtms one,” Which s a boiling,
seething cauldron of fire, presided over by “the
devil,” Whose, imps are distributed wherever there
are fhuman bemgs to tempt, and he will be very apt
to dispute the octrme of a Beneficent Spm Who
created man orut|mate hap gmess Teach man
that death 1s the portal to a state where spirits are
at the mercy of each other, and are deprived of the
means. of avancement, being totally "unconscious
of their own condition and Whereabouts, and de-
pendent upon some benevolent spirtt in theflesh for
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the necessary instruction to put them in the way of
Progress, and that unless they can find such an one
hey may, perhaps, finger for'ages in a condition to
which annihilation wolld be as much preferable as
life is to death to the hopeful and a doctrine Is
taught that is in no way preferable to the orthodox
dogma of “eternal damnation.” If all is chance,
then there is no order in the universe.  If there Is
a possible “1f”in the way, then there is, really, no
hope for mankind in the future. If it Is possible
that degarted Spirits depend more. upon the Instruc-
tion they gain_from individyals in"the flesh than
from teachers in the spirit, then it were better that
man should not die;and nature made a sad mis-
take when she ordained that inajviduals should be
snatched away from under the influence of those
who can aloné instruct them, and aid them on to
higher planes. _

*The Spiritual Ph|IosoE)hy points to death as a
benefactor. It assures all men, the lowest as well
as the highest, that the opportunities for advance-
ment upon the moral and intellectual E)Ianes In the
spiritual state are superiorto th >ein the physical;
for the reason, that. the facilities for obtaining
knowledge and practicing virtue are greater in th
second s?here than in the first. It teaches the gra-
dation of spheres; which signifies that matter is
progressive, and passes, through staﬁes, each suc-
cessive stage being higher than the_ preceding,
The gradation of Sphers, moreover, signifies that
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all conditions of a higher are superior to correspond-
Ing conditions of a lower, and vige versa, These
being cardinal principles ofthe Spiritual PhllosoBhy,
termed also, v ry appropriately, the Harmonial PHj-
Iosophy, the conclusion 1S irresistible, that the condi-
tion of all grages of humanity js bettered ashuman be-
mgisare transferred fromthe first to the second sphere.
t surely would not be an improvement upon the
condition "of individuals of the lowest g%rade; as
Sava%es, |diots, and Criminals, fo place them be-
ondthe reach of benevolent institutions, and where
hings are at “hap-hazard,” even more than in the
first’sphere. 1t 1S surel F_Iacmg men beyond, the
reach of benevolent institutions, ot to say of indi-
vidual benevolence, to locate them in asphiere where
all roam at will and do their pleasure, with none to
say “hold thy hand,” and enforce the demand when
one lifts up his hand against his brother, and where
there are not facilities which place it in the power
of Individuals disposed to |mprove to gain appro-
priate Instruction, and where those not disposed to
Improve are surrounded with such influences as per-
petually enchain them to vice and |gno,rance. ,
The "benevolence of civilized man in the first
sphere, promR,ts the wish to aid the lower grades in
society, and his intelligence devises means to_this
end, which his power puts Into execution. Thus
all grades of society are reached and affected, to a
greater or less degree, by the benevolent projects
which society puts into execution for the ameliora-
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tlip?hofthe condition of the most dependent children
of the race,

Nations that have reached the enlightened staﬁe
use the mogt effective means for amelloratmq the
conditign of the lowest classes of humanity; extend-
ing their benevolent arms until they embrace all of
the suﬁerlnqand degraded. Theyexercise aPower
for good to the remotest comers of the Earth; or
wherever their missonaries go on errands of beney-
olence ; which signifies, wherever the light of civili-
zation is shed Dy means of commefCial . agents,
explorers, adventurers, or_Christian Missioriaries.
Barharous nations come within the scope of the en-
lightened ; and it is a part of the mission of the lat-
ter to act as the guardians, the teachers of these, as
they are in the condition of the child unqualified to
quide his own way. .

The fact that Society is governed—the low re-
strained, the virtuous Prot cted, and all equally
cared for in Well-r,egula ed States, IS evidence that
order is being elicitdd out of confusion in the first
sphere, even N this age, where society Is upon a Jow
plane, comparatively:. I such ordercan be elicited
Where men'live, expenence and act but “threescore
and ten years,” with the meager facilities Possessed
In the p hys,|cal state, and then pass off the staﬁe
leaving' thieir work in inexperignced hands, what
must be the order in a sphere where physical disa-
bilities for the acquisition of wisdom and power do
not exist, and where men live, experience, and act

s s 0008



162 REAL LIFE IN THE SPIRIT LAND.

long enough to make practical the knowledge which
they have gained by a long life extending from Rhys-
icalbirth t0 the agé of wisdom in the second sphere ?
.Of what avail ‘would be knowledge, power, and
wisdom, developed in the second. Sphere, If they
were not made practical by adapting them to the
necessities of the race of man in that and the sphere
below? What is the business of men who have at-
tained to wisdom in the sphere, if it is not to devise
for those helow them as much as for themselves ?
It s a PrmmPIe of the Spiritual Philosophy, that
8rades of matter act upon each other for mutual
evelopment, and correspondingly, that grades of
spirits act ypon each other for” mutual deveIoP-
ent; the higher reaching down after the lower to
bring |t_uR, and the lower “stimulating the progress
of the higher bfy arousmg its benevolent actionIn its
benalf. Therefore, the tfuth cannof be controverted
that, it is the especial business of high grades of
spirits to look partmularlP/ after the interests of all
met #gz}?r%% below; not only inthe second sphere, but
_Itis notonly the pleasure, but the special obliga-
tion of the parénts to care for the children, and Rro-
mote thelr best interests b}/ the use of the h}% est
wisdom they possess. Nature makes no ¢o gro-
mise with parents, but sternly enforces the demand,
that they shall care for those whom she has com-
mitted to them, forever. Parents never cease to be
such; never relinquish the guardianship of their
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children; thus the love and care of the Infinite
hildren; thus the | d f the Infinit
Father 1s proga%ate_d down through the spirityal
spheres to' the physical.  Thus the fathers in the
second sphere leqislate as statesmen for the welfare
of society below them, which is composed of their
children “and therr children’s children to remote
hild d their children’s children t t
enerations.  These fathers use just what power
ey possess to carry out their projects of benevo-
lence, as statesmen do in the physical state. They
can legislate more effectively for Society of all grades
in the“second sphere than for any %ra einthefirst;
because, In the second, s?he_re {hey act through
aPents divested of physical disabilitiés upon grades
also divested of these; while, in legislating for grades
upon the_phg/smal Tplane, they can only &ct through
a%ents divested of the physical fornf upan those
who are yet encumbered with it; and the flesh is a
strong barrier in the way, of comprehendmgthe true
methods of life as practiced in the second Sphere.
Grade acts Upon 1ts affinitized grade; or, in other
words, each circle acts upon the nearest affinitized
to 1t;and thus the plans instituted in the highest
circles, are propagated to the lowest, and put”into
operation Dy the power which spirits possess over
lower grades of the disembodied _
Individual effortis utilized in the sphere by being
combined: an gowerful organizations exmhfor the
propagation of order and good_?overnment;t rough-
out the sphere.  The lower circles need governing
just as much as the lower classes of society in thé
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164
] ffysmal sphere: and they are qoverned and more
ectual and with bettér results to the moral and
|nte Iectual natures of the people composing them
t an the lower classes in Earth-life can be unt||
|%her forms of somety are In existence in the first
ere. To govern ddes not signify to oppress or
e rive of any individual right ; 1t signifies to req
Iate 0 provide with surtablé forms of society, meth-
ods of instruction, means of restraining the viciously
inclingd, and of protecting those classes sublject t0
the |anuences of the depraved, from their inffuence.
De redators there are jn spint-life—those who
woul tnreg upon their nelghbors and all theﬁ can
reach n means Just & long as they are Unre-
strained, an their vicious progensmes go un-
checked. 1t is well understood by the Ieglslators
|n the sphere, that the vicious must firsthe Oeprived
of te power t% commit criminal acts, before the
can be ut In the way of reformatlon They kno
that thelr minds are contmual In quest of ob ects
upon WhICh to satiate the|r assions, wh|e
know th e¥ maY exgrcise their propensities at thelr
will; and hat he first steﬁ towards the reformation
of a criminal is to check him in his course, and al-
low him_time to think. “Thus far shalt'thou go
and no farther,” says the Controllln? Intelligence of
the_sphere to every criminal that enters it, while yet
on jts very verg?
“Thy Work Of depredation is finished; now thou
shalt Have time and opportunity for repentance and
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reformation. ~ As thoy, didst not avail th}/self of the
means.In use In the first sphere_ for bettering th
condition, because they were not imposed upor thee
by sheer force, thou shalt no Ionger have this ex-
clse for continuing to grovel in the mire of deprav-
|t|¥ but restraint shall e put upon thee, and means
all be put in gp eratlo which shall force the
germ of hy mtellect Into qrowth The darkened
splrlt does not understand The language addressed
to 1t at first l%y the rlgld enforcement of the rules of
socjety, WhIC confln s 1t within a limited sphere of
action, an actuay revents it from the exercise of
its privilege of * devel opm? Its indiviauality " at the
expense of others. But the longer it lives where
such forms prevail, the better it Understands their
import, until it is at Iength convinced that its hest
course is t submit patiéntly and get uR higher.
The, methods in use for instructing the IOWIY are
as various as the circumstances demand; but the
means for restraining may be defined as one; viz;
the psychologlcal power” exercised by spirits of
%er grade.” ‘There is no spirit.in”the second
sphere, &ither high or low, but what js subject to the
ps }gchololglcal power of one still higher. The third
sphere p Hates Its influence to"the second, and
spirits of that sphere control high grades of spirits
of the second fo their will by"this power, While
the lower grades in the second sphere are cqp-
trolled by sRmts of the second sphere, and those suffi-
ciently High above them to understand their real
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nafures and needs, and exercise this power effect-

ually,

_IP/ IS not the purg_ose to discuss, E)artlcularly, in
this relation, the su hect of indjvidual development;
but only to discuss the methods pursued by teach-
ers and guardjans o unfold the natures of the lowly.
Every means is utilized to its fullest extent, to cause
Ilqht to penetrate the darkness which envelops the
Intellects of the ignarant of the low circles, and toen-
liven the gloom Which enshrouds the minds of the
vicious. Such have not |earned the first lesson, as
it were, of life, by all their experience in the physi-
cal state: andnow that the,% have cast off the [Physr
cal shroud, and are accessiple to spirit influences as
they were not In the flesh, it is the business of their
teachers to Institute processes which must be put
In practice in part by the (Iqua_rd|ans, whereby the
first lessons of life may be studied and learned.

It will be understoad that those who fill the office
of teacher to individuals, are of higher grace than

uardians, and commt the duty of carrying out
many of their plans in behalf of a pupil, to thie glarg-
1an, Who, by Virtue of his near affinity to the pupil,
Possesses the r[])ower t0 keeP himself en rapﬁort with
he latter, with less difficulty than the teacher expe-
riences.  The teacher educates himself to come en
rapport with the pugll, rea,dllﬁ, by the exercise of
strong will-power; and it 1S he who psychologizes
the pUpil when it is necessary for any cause. “Yet,
power 15 not wasted in the second sphere by those
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I Wo understand its use; and therefore, teachers
commit tg guardians such duties as they can readily
?erform for their wards, and as are necessary for
hem to perform to accelerate their own progress.
The most important duty of guardians as ‘such,
IS 10 see to It that their (_:harges re%ularly take
lessons in Earth-lite experiencé by the methods
practiced with the various grades of spirits. _They
are required to attend their charges o the Earth-
sphere, and teach them the methiod of coming en
rapport with individuals in the flesh, if they can be
Permlt_ted to do so without Incurring injury fo the
riend in the flesh, If their moral character is such
that thex would injure any, did they possess the
power, they are kept aloof from them, and are re-
quired to take their lessons through their guardiansj
who, themselves coming en rapport with individuals
In the flesh, communicate their thoughts to their
charges, as the latter are edycated t0 keep their
minds en rapport with those of the former. ~
_There is a difficulty in controlling low-minded in-
dividuals, or_persuading them to“concentrate the
will for a sufficient length of time to take a lesson
through another’s mind: 1t is with the utmost dif-
ficulty that the thoughtless, careless, ignorant ones,
when” they begin their experience in taking life’s
lessons over aqam, can be constrained to make an
effort to learn the method of putting themselves in
st athetic communication with minds in the flesh,
It requires much teaching, much practice, before
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such cau comprehend the method with sufficient
accuracy to put it info Practu:e. Individuals of
strong_ will, more readlly( earn to practice the art
requifing less practice o perfect themselves in it
than those who must cultivate the will before they
c\n use it effec_tuallkl. _

Were 1t possible that the low grades of humanity
could come to Earth, and, without jnstructigp, Rut
themselves en rapportwith individuals in the fles
whomsoever they would, infinite mischief would re-
sult to mankindn the flesh as well as to themselves,
They would sow gmson broadcast in society, and
marikind would_ be made tenfold worse than at
Present; as no individual or_class would be safe
from the mischievous—the devilish influences, which
it would be In the power of this low ?rad?_fo cast
upon them ; and which they would cast willingly, if
they could, to vent their mialice upon their kind, or
for"other base purpoges. .

It is a most beneficent provision of nature, that
all must learn this art before they can practice It;
and leam it of those who are instrycted, if they do
not already know, to what extent it may be prac-
ticed by those who learn it.  There are’those who
are resfrained from learning the art of putting them-
selves en rapport with individuals in the flesh at the
same time that they are instructed In the art of
reading, through the minds of their r(\;uardlans the
thoughts of tfiose in the flesh with whom their
guardians are en rapport

s G00Q 8



METHODS OP TEACHERS AND GUARDIANS. 169

A spirit P]uts himself en rapport with another
spirit when he establishes a direct communication
with the mind of the latter througﬁ_ the agency 0
magnetic currents which flow from'his own mind or
brain to that of the other, He attracts magnetic
currents in turn from the brain of the other, which
are loaded with thou%ht magnetism, and this com-
Ing In contact with Ris own brain, his mind takes
co?nlzance of the thoughts of the other,  The mag-
nefic currents which are attracted in a steady flow
to his brain, are the mirror, as it were, through
which he percejves the thoughts of the other,

The same spirit wishing t0 read the thoughts of
one in the flesh, must keep himself constantly en-
gaged in repelling the %ros_s _?h sical magnétism
which clogs the stream o spiritudl magnetism from
the spirit-prain, and hinders it from Teaching his
own brain in an undisturbed stream,  This requires
a strong exercise of will-power, which is not called
into requisition when the brain of the one o_gerated
upon Is unclothed of flesh. - Therefore, It IS much
easier for uneducated spirits to practice the progess
of putting themselves en rapport with their spirit-

uardians, and keeping themselves so for a season,

an that of opening and. keeﬁmg up like communi-
cation with individuals in the Tlesh. All are re-
quired to practice the latter as soon as circumstan-
ces render it possible or expedient. Myriads there
are, who do not learn this art for years, being too
ignorant or idiotic to be taught to do it, or tod ma-
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licions to be allowed to do it. The latter class, if
they have the power to practice the art before it is
expedient for “them to put It in practice, are re-
strained by the psychological power of their teach-
ers or the”arts of their guaraians, and must take
their lessons from those i the flesh through' their
quardians, as before stated.

Circles of spirits surround assemblies on Earth
where there are teachers engaged In giving instruc-
tion.  Thus 1S communicated to spirifs who ne-
glected to learn in Earth-life, the knowledge which
is there attained in schools, from books, and'through
preachers and lecturers of various grades and modes
of thlnkmq The thoughts that are elicited in the
minds of hese students by the teachings thus [e-
celved are pro fitahl e toh rln% out varlous qualities
of mind that myst be unearthed by some means,
from the dross that so clogs such mtellects as 10
render them thoughtless. The errors intermixed
so thoroughly with the_ truths taught by Earth]
teachers, impress the minds of this grade of spirts
with the'same_force that the truths do, and it is the
business of spirit- guardmns and teachers to correct
these errors as far as they understand them to be

1?H0h and |as they have pawer over the intellects of
eir pupils
OLFJ)Id seem, on a first view of this manner of
teachmg the |gnorant that it is bad policy to sow
errors In a recéptive mind for the purpose of eradi-
cating them.  The truth I, that ignorant minds in
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the spirit, like such in the flesh, distort every prin-
ciple presented to them, while their minds dre dis-
torted ; and it is only by pouring “precept upon Fre-
cept, precept upon précept,” upon such” minds that
they can perceive real truth. With the errors they
receive from Earthly teachers, they are accumulg-
ting their necessary store of,ex'perlence of the reali-
ties of Earth-life, and for this reason they must be
allowed the Prlwlege of listening to the Instruction
of Earthly teachers, at the same time that they
gain what knowledge of life they can through the
minds of Earthly J)uplls who aré experiencing the
trials of childhood of adult .

CIFC|?S for s#]mt-mamfest lons or for develog-
ment of mediums, are attended by such grades of
spirits as attend the. sglrlt-,operators at these circles.
A circle where physical objects are moved and raps
produced, s always attended by a low grade of spir-
Its, such as have been instructed in theuse of physi-
cal elements, and are sufficiently allied to them to fen-
der efficientaid to the h|?her Spiritswho_direct the
Performances. They are the link whichbind the |at-
er to physical nature : a circle of them being used as
éhe Igver by which physical phenomena are pro-

uced.

This grade, in common with the h|(11_her, are al-
|owed, when Circumstances permit, to_listen to the
Instructions which the circle in the flesh receives
through mediums, or to he instructed _ny_ Individuals
of the"circle who may believe that their'instructions
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are necessarx fo some spirits in attendance. The
listen to such instructions through thelr guardians,
?neélerallg; s%menmes convemgg with thé circle or
IVidudls t rough thelr guardians. _
When any of this class In_attendance at 4 circle
wish to practice commumcatmg personall* with ong
in the flesh, they are_allowed t0 do so, on % when it
will not Interfere with the harmony ‘of the circle,
The maz have their affinities in thecircle of physi-
cal em% , and yet he soimperfectly acquainted with
the method they wish to practice, that 1t would be
a waste of tim¢ and strength of the circle to_allow
them to exercise upon such an qccasion.  Circles
are often disturbed bly attempts of such to commu-
nicate personally thfough mediums of their own
rade of mind, and often comPIeteI broken up, for
etime. This Is allowed, by the controlling spirits,
8 a lesson to all in attendance, who will protithy it.
|t 1snot necessary that the low should be Instrug-
ted through means of circles by their coming di-
rectly en aPpo_rt with mediums; becausg their quar-
dians see t0 It that they receive all neceSsary
Instruction_in Earthly knowledge and exloerlence
through affinitized friends 1n tne flesh on all appro-
priate occasions. It would be like mtroducmg a
novice in the art of amusing, Into the Theatre, an
allowing him to perform, thus consuming the time of
the audfence while good performers aré in warting,
whom the audience Rave paid for practicing for their
amusement. By the order which is practiced hy

s s 0008



METHODS OP TEACHERS AND GUARDIANS. 173

teachers in spirit-circles, novices are restrained from
communicating In circles when much is at stake ; as
there are always at hand those who understand the
rights of all i attendance, and who can enforce
proper order. N
“We have led m_an?/ a poor, darkened spirit,” say
members of some circles, " into the path of progress,
which they could not find until they came to our
circle and”received qur instructions; They were
wandering in worse than E [rJ]tlan darkness unfil
we showed them the light.” What does this signify,
In view of what has béen stated as to the facilities
for instruction which all spirits possess?. It signi-
fies 3|mp9/ this : That circles and individuals “are
stimulated to give proper. instruction to the listen-
mg spirits around the circle, believing that they
stand in need of them: whereas, did they not so be-
lieve, they might “talk nonsense,” or waste conver-
sation on sybjects. of less moment to low spirits
mgr?t those immediately concerning their develop-
When a sp|r|tsag/s: “1 come here for instruction,”
hesaystruly. Whenhe says; “I amin darkness and
dondt understand my position,” he means mental
darkness. When he says: “| found the light through
our Instructions,” he only omits to add; ™ seconded
v those af my teachers in spirit-life,”  If he says
anything improhable, and contrary to reason and
knowledge, individuals and circles must understand
that they are never to lay aside reason for a say-so,
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from any individual; and also, that these simple
learners are not the quthors of all they seem to saﬁ;
but that h|?_her Spirits, In actm?_ as their mout
P|ece, sometimes try the reason ofindividuals in the
leshand whole circles, as the school-teacher tries
the reason and knowledge of his pupils when he
purposely misstates a Proposmon, or makes blun-
ders in working a problem. _ ,
In the sphere, no means are left untried to aid
the progre_ss of the Tower grades of spirits who_are
S0 emp atlcaIIK the aependents of the_h|Pher. The
time spent in the second sphere by this fower class,
IS employed In various ways, according as the law-
ful tastes of different individuals dictate: but every
amusement, every employment, Is sought to be
turned to some dccount for good by tedchers and
uardjans, 1 any would visit the ‘temples, there
_eY find jnstructors exactly fitted to them, who In-
still knowledge or_agpl,y precepts as cautiously, or
as simply, as"any individual case may require; If
they preter the solityde of their own homes, and will
not’he annoyed by the presence ofany, the psycho-
Ioglcal iE)ower of guardiaus and tfachers can reach
%h m there, though they themselves are at a dis-
ance,
It isnot to be supposed that individuals in spirit-
life are constantly do%ge,d by watchers, whom
they feel are prying into their thaughts and actions,
This would be altogether disagreedble to many, and
unprofitable.  The™law of communication of mind
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with mind, allows a guardian or teacher to keep u
the communication with a charge, or pupil tg a su-
ficient degree that it may be Said he retains the
oversight of the latter when he is at a distance from
him. "Not at a very great distance, but at such a
distance as allows the magnetic currents which are
passing to and fro from mind to mind of the two, to
reach their destination without being dissipated to
Much a. degree that the[%/ do not answer the purgose
{_or which"they are gerierated and kept in cirCula-
jon,

Magnetic currents are dissipated in passing
through space, as light is dissipated, in passing
from planet to R_Ianet throuqh the universe, The

star-beam” which reaches the eye of an observer
on Earth from a sun remote fromthe Solar System,
IS not the only beam of light which darted odt into
space from that remote stin, althoughit is the only
one that has not been dissipated I traversing the
IonIg {ourne_y_between the two bodies.. Thus itisthat
spifitual vision is limited to certain spaces; and
magnetic currents in a sphere where all bodies are
attractive to them in agreater or less degree, are
used up In their passage” over the surface,

_ A spirit who is charged with the oversight of an
individual In the flesh’for a certain length of time,
mu_stk_eePhlsposmonwnhmthepIan_et’sa mosphere;
while in the sRhereJ he may be In his qwn circle or
community while his charge Is in an adjoining com-
munity, of separated froni him by several interven-
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ing _circles or communities, H|ﬂh|¥ developed
spirits, understanding more perfecfly the manage-
ment of the elements, and possessing greater will-
Power, can control individuals at much greater dis-
ances than those of several grades Pelow them,
who have but just bequn, as it “were, the develop-
ment of their” will-power and their practice upon
the elements. However, these do not attempt im-
possibilities ; and therefore they Place themselves at
convenient distances from those they would control.
The discipline, which the depraved undergo
through the influence of teachers schooled in using
the psyc,hologlcal Power,_ IS Imposed whenever it IS
appropriate o call particular attention to past er-
rors or crimes of the pupil. - The latter may be in-
tent upon some employment in the physical atmog-
Phere or In the spirit fand, or with companions in
he temples or elsewhere, and be suddenly aroused
by vivid imaginations of ﬂast scenes, keen remem-
brances of g,ast acts and thelr consequences to oth-
ers;and being thus aroused, it Is Invain that he
struggles to overcome these imaginations—scorch-
Ing Memories, which burn in i spirit like ||vmg
flames.  The hand that holds him is strong, an
will not release its grasp until something Is effected
by the instituted means towards arousing remorse
and repugnance. Co
Those deepest dyed in crime are much in solitude,
and have abundant opportunity to think necessary
thoughts, undisturbed ; while all other classes have
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sufficient opportunity to underqo all the discipline
they can bear, and riothing Is allowed to prevent it
from making its legitimate effectupon the character,
What has been Stated thus far of the methods of
mstructlon ractlcedb splrlts relates particularly
to th ose composing th |rst an second cwcles In
spirit-life andt |s will conve)( tust Ideg
of the. methods ractlced towards | casses of
these circl es as composm%them are somany.classes
of human b em?s and each class re(iumng Its par-
ticular mode of treatment.  The limits of this chap-
ter will not_allow, of a full treafment of the subject
under consjderation; and therefore, only such points
are touched as are deemed mostimportant to conver
a grenera Idea of the methods practiced toward al
he third circle, being composed of individuals
whose moral standing may be termed good, in com-
parjson to that of those composing the Circles below,
and their intellectual standing béing such as places
them above the. necessity of tndergoing the modes
of treatment practiced toward the dwarfed intellects
of the lower circles, it 1s suffigient to say of these
and their teachers and quardians, that they are
adapted to each other in”every respect, as well as
those of. the lower circles, and even better; because,
being h%her there can'be more affiity between
them and their teachers, than is possible between
the low and those who are really qualified to super-
Intend their development, and who do so.
Did space permit, it might be related how bigots,
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sectarians, and infidels, are treated in order to bring
them to a sure knowledge and reception of the truth’

That severe discipline is necessary to demolish
the prejudices with'which education“and other cir-
cumstances have enthralled minds,  cannot be
doubted by any who understand the Brlnmple, that

all must éxpefience truth before it becomes their

own.,

An Orthodox Devil must be displaced, for instance,
from the place he has usurped in an. individual’s
mind, by a principle inculcated by discipline, A
teacher” shows himself to be thé author of the
“temptations” or the severe trials through which
the Individual |s“passm(\;,-_and which were considered
as the work of “his Sataic Maﬁest until the truth
was revealed in so broad a light that it could not be
mistaken, that God *temptS” man for his good
throu?h the a_(‘;encx of spirit-teachers, who are His
hand that smifes that it may heal the wounds that
Inborn depravity has left in the nature. _

Some future chaB_ter will reveal more upon this
most important subject; but what has_been said
must suffice for this. A smqle experience to de-
%%%%Errate some principles Stated, will close the

A circle was formed. at the dictation of certain
spirits of the third circle, who Impressed their
friends In the, flesh with the idea that they could
benefita certain grade of spirits by holding frequent
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circles and developing mediums to act as mouth-
pieces for this grade of spirits.  This was the real
object had in View; it being well understood bty
these spirits that they could” influgnce some to af-
tend at that circle as"assistants whom it would be
very hard to persuade to attend schools of instruc-
tion for the purpose of learning. _

Bem% once induced to attend and exercise what
knowledge they possessed as assistants in genera-
ting the Magnetic current which-connected the circle
In the_flesh"with that in the spirif composed of the
directing minds, they were "influenced to_ listen
through guardians to"what was said in the circle in
the flesh.” It was a sort of amusement, at first, to
do this; but as the individuals composing the circle
commenced to speak to them_—bemg Influenced so
to do by the controlling spirits, of the circle—they
ﬁ;dve more heed to the admonitions of those whorh
, eK now began to consider as friends, and interested
in tldeltg welfare more than they supposed strangers
could be.

They were, indeed, strangers to each other, these
undeveloped spirits and the'individuals forming the
circle; but they could be brought into communica-
tion through two grades of spirits acting hetween
them. THeir guardians acting as the interpreters
to them of what was revealed through the guardi-
ans of the individuals of the circle; as the’ latter
?uardlans were to the circle of what was, addressed
0 the circle by these learners.  The mediums of the
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circle were those who could best understand what
was intended for the whole ?rcle and were the in-
terpreters to those less developed.
here was one among that qroup of learners that
had recently passed t0 spirit-life from scenes of
mirth and jollity, although. of discord and tempta-
tion. . He had been an habitual frequenter of scenes
of mirth and revelry, and less disposed to what is
termed vice, than to a careless and_easy life. As a
spirit, he was mirthful still: and disposed to elicit
fun out of his employment as a member of the band
of spirits that controlled this circle. He cared as
little for the instructions of his teachers in spirit-life
as of any of those In eartn-life;yet he was disposed
to converse with the membersof the circle ‘when
his turn came and see. what would be the effect
His %uesuons and replies, elicited the mirth of the
circle; and it was almost impossible for the latter to
put any question to him that would elicit a serious
answer. He evaded and punned, contradicted, and
metamorphosed sentences, unfil it seemed as though
there was nothing serious in his nature; and if there
was, the circle Could not find it. He was allowed
by his quardian to pursue his own course for a sea-
son, and thus bring out the resources of the circle.
At length he became sobered. through the infly-
ence of his teacher, who was desirous that he should
allow himself to be benefitted by, the efforts of these
strangers in his hehalf.  He listened attentively,
and gave such replies to questions as his inexperi-
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enced, uneducated mind dictated:; serious replies to
serious questions. He was approached on every
point upon which his nature was supposed to be
susceRtrbIe Had he a mother a srster or brother,
or father, wh owas anxrou? watching his prorr;ress
as a spirit, and esrrous of Witnessing his improve-
ment? Did he not realize that there Was something
Ereat to live for Was he not ambitious to_gai
nowe ge and be an an%e of mercy to some friend
In the flésh? Hethouc[r tserrousyat length upon
these questions: and although it was like strrrmg
the surface of a stagnant pooI whose waters woul
subside into their usual quiet as soon as the disturb-
Ing element ceased |ts operatron et repeated eftorts,
made not only b tecrrce but gsprrrt rrends in-
terested morg thant e circle could be in his welfare,
at length sobered his spirit and wrought improve-

ment.
The individuals of the crrclewere encouraged be-
cause they were made to understand te progress
of this individual; and they continued terre orts
for him and for others seeking their counsel.
was real good that this spirit received from that crr
cle ; becaiise by their efforts in his behalf, added to
those of his spirit-friends, he was convinced that
human sympathy was exercised towars him—stich
sympathy_as he'had not before experienced or be-
lieved existed In one human spirit for another,
His faith in human nature was Increased, and he
trusted his teachers more. ~He also gathered vaIu
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able hints as to the method for him to pursue in his
new life; which hints were only as seconds to the
Instructions of his sgmt -feachers, who were adding
“Iine upon line” and seeking to nculcate, by every
possible means, necessary instructions.

ThIS one IS now on the road of rapid prEPress
onmdermq his low esfate five years since.” He un-
derstands e lse of circles i earth-life, and at-
tends assemblies w ere teachers are dlspensmg In-
structions to mortas |ctated |ytea(: ers fronf the
spirit-land, whom he believes are qualified to teach
him. 1t 1 his pleasure to do thls as he IS anxious
to gain knowledge and form opinions of his own
m)on vanous su jects which agitate the world of
md An_both spheres,

This is one sm%Ie instance where the efforts of

spirits in the flesh have aided those, of disembodied
\Plrlts In behalf of degraded humanity in spirit-life.
ery manY more might be related; but this will

suffice to 11fustrate the principle under consideration.

CHAPTER XH.

PASSAGES FROM THE EXPERIENCE OF NAPOLEON
BONAPARTE AS A SPIRIT.

The life I lived in the flesh was one of activity,
of restlessness; and when | laid myself down to die
| was conscious that a resurrection to a new life
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awaited me; one wherein | should be able to exer-
cise the powers which | felt to be latent in me.
Was consmous of my |mmortaI|ty, and, although be-
yond the dark abyss of death, T could” discer no
d|st|nctI%/ defined tate | yet feIt that my manhood
was des ne toau development in a future sfate.

| was of no.ch urc had never circumscribed my
rehglous opinions |Q/any creed: yet | beljeved in

as a Universal Fathér, and dl notdlsallowthe
Divinity of Jesus Christ, for the reason that | gave
less attention to the doctrines of the Church than to
other matters. | admired the her0|sm of one who
could die for a principle, or for mankind; and my
estimate of the Character of Jesus was based upon
his magnanimity, his untiring devotion to his mis-
sion, and the fieroism with Which he encountered
pRosnmn and met a cruel death. It was Godlike
in him to suffer as he did; and | often compared
his life with those of sages of old, who, like”him,
were devoted to the propagation of uni)opular doc-
trines, but such as were emmentl?]/ qualit |e to ele-
vate the people. | based my hope o salvation
more Upon my own manhoo than ont e merits of
any other, either God or man: for | felt the Divinity
within me, ang acknowledqed my accountability t0
myself more than to any other.

hen the hand of d|sease was laig heawlg upon
me,and | knew that the hour of dissoluti E
proached, my spirit strove to penetrate the dar
ness which enveloped the future of man: and while
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struggling with the weakness of the. flesh, vivid
glimpses of the reality of what | had before believed
in theory were granted me, which enabled me fear-
lessly to aﬁJproac_h the abyss which yawned between
me and the realization of my then highest hopes.
How shall gne attempt to patray .the” emotions of
his mind when he, in"reality, faces death? when he
IS conscigus his last hour has come, and he is about
0 ?ass from an actjve existence into an untrie
state—one over which hangls doubt, terror, mystery
or_pleasing anticipation? How the mind is crowdeq
with visions of the past and hopes. of the_future\
How awful and sublime to the waiting Spirit seems
the reality of life and the certainty of immortality!
My past blended with my future, at_the moment
when my spirit was about to cast off its shackles
and take its flight to a more congenl_als nere, .

When | awoke to consciousnéss in the spiritual
state, It seemed to me that | was awaking from a
profound slumber, and my effort was to fecall my
senses, to remember wherel was and what were my
surroundings. | remembered that death had over-
taken me, as | believed, and now | strove to com-
P_rehend whether, indeed, | had passed from mortal
ife, or was yet lingering in expectancy of the change,
| realized an infantile Weakness and” a dimness “of
vision, and | wag uncertain whether these were pre-
momtorx ofcoming death, or indications that | had
passed through the ordeal, and was awaking, an im-
mortal child,"in a higher state.
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_ | had not Jong to wait in uncertainty, for | beheld
first the_outlings of a human form and the halo of
light wiich ,encomPassed it, and then the cqunte-
nance beaming with angelic sweetness which was
the first annofincement "to me of the realization
of my hopes of immortality. - The countenance of a
nearTelative of my mother—she whom | henceforth
called mother In consideration of her near relation-
ship and motherly care, beaming with joy as she
lovingly bent her ?aze upon_me, and motioned me
to silerice and trust, was the first obg]e_ct that became
distinctly visible to me, and upon this | gazed as if
spell-bodnd for at least an hour. | watched her
countenance with suppressed emotion, being con-
scious of her desire that | should remain quigt and
composed while she was Eerformmg certain opera-
tions aboyt my head. A Ig_aze_d upon her face |
could realize that she was motioning with her hands
as It were, fanning me, andwith everymotion | seemed
to realize an increase of strength and a clearer visign,
Her mien was majestic, but” most motherly. - She
was an angel, I knéw, for surrounding her was sugh
gehre]llg of glory as I believed only invested angelic

Ings.

Ag | grew stronﬁer | turned my gaze upon others,
who, l[Ke my mather, were fanning my person with
their hands; and clothing me by €ach’ motion with
new strength. The)( were all near relations who
had passed from Earth years before, and all females.
| observed a male strariger who seemed to Superin-
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tend the operations around my person, although he
was not with th% group that” surrounded me, t%ut
further off. Each attendant seemed to know what
she was to do, yet the stranger was most intently
absorbed in the operations, and | could observe
that every gesture of his indicated some movement
or operation which was performed by my attend-
ants. | observed this as | was 8U|etly and silently
watching the operations around me, and awaitin

what was to come. Having once been assured o
renewed life, | was confident and expectant. 1 re-
alized no impatience as hour after hour passed, and
| was YEt watching the motions of mr attendants,
who all the time were most assiduously. engaged in
Instilling into my form the strength”it o ‘much

At Iength | was_informed that | was ready to
take my departure for the spirit-land—"my celestial
home,” as 1t was termed. 1 was reclining on a
motherly bosom, with the bevy of attendants as
closely Surraunding me as E)osm le, when we com-
mencéd our journey to the land of which | hag not
heard as a thing so real as it seemed now so likel
to be. We trod a pathway of light, and our sPee,
It seemed to me, was that of light, although | was
conscious that we traveled more slowlg than many
others whom | noticed passing to and fro on the
same great highway. | observed what was passing
around me as myattention was called to if, or as
my mind seemed directed by its own impulses. |

s s 0008



NAPOLEON BONAPARTE AS A SPIRIT. 187

felt my weakness and, like an invalig, | restramed
}/ aze from much that would have been mtense?/
Interesting to observe, had | been strong and in full
pOssession of my faculties,
| did not fail to comprehend the naturalness, of

aII that was passing around me from the time | first
awoke to conscigusness; and it seemed to me as
though death had not been, but that only reneweq
life had been granted. | gazed upon my form, and
aIthouPh it Was more ethereal, |twas ap1parentl¥ the
same had always. loossesse e forms o
friends were the fam| aronestheyhad worn o ol
though glorified by the process of death. | had
waked to'a life as real as the one throu hwh|chl
had passed, as, much more glorlous as f ecounte
nances of my friends appeare more |vmeg/ra|
ant than when in the Earthly form. This | felt

| glorified God in the depths of my spirit as | had
never done before.

| was grateful, and so conscious of the Fatherly
care that was being exercised over me in this my
hour of weakness and dependence, that | had not
one ||nﬂer|ng fear concerning my futyre. | trusted
implicitly the Power that was so manifestly exerting
itself to restore me to strength and E)Iace me wherg
at%zg)lweddbegm my life on thé plane to which | had

Over the “ shmmq way " we hastened onward un-
til | became exhausted, and my attendants paused
with me until my strength was™ renewed; when we
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proceeded until we came within view of a land
Wwhich appearedlike that | had left, though | had only
sufficient strength or consciousness to realize the
one idea that 1t was land, and was natural and
home-|ike, S0 exhausted was | by my dourney thither.
| tried to observe nothing moré, and submitted my-
self to the care of those who with such tenderness
were guarding me, and Wh%, | was assured, would
again‘restore‘me to strengtn. _ ,
When 1 was a%;am_sufnuently revived to exercise
my strength in Tooking about'me, | found myself
reclining u(Pon a couchtn an airy apartment, closel
surrounded hy my attendants, who were engage
in |mpell_|n? Into my system the magnetism Which
was t0 vitafize it thoroughly. | had not been un-
consclous since | revived“from the unconsciousness
attending death; but | was weak, and felt inclined
to shut mr%/ eyes and remain quiet until my strenﬁth
Was In a measure restored. 1 felt impressed that
my weakness was the natural consequence of my
néw birth; and_ it was to me like a revelation of a
holy truth to witness the labors of my attendants to
restore me to strength, to clothe me with the neges-
sarly Fltements to constitute me a man in the spirit-
ual"state.
| beheld in thisa likeness to the method by which
nature tenderly provides for the new-born infant in
the physical state;and | conceived a greafer rev-
erence” for the parental relation and the offices of
friendship when | learned that they were, in reality,
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exhibitions of the Divine Love which, | then real-
ized, only exhibited itself through nature by her
vanous mMethods which are everywhere observable.

Had | expected that God would minister to me
when | awoke an |mmorta| being, by the hands of
his ministering angels. | foung” thé reallzatlon of
this belief when I beheld near fnends lovin Og ymln
|stenn% to me, who was as ower ess to ald” myself
as the few-bom jnfant, ~ A flood of Tight upon many
Important guestions ||Ium|nated m m|nd as | lay
quietly witnessing the operations of my friends and
I|sten|ng t0 thelr conversatlon

recovere r%/strengt degrees.  As time is

reckoned in theflesn, it Wasbut a few days
before | was stron? and able'to look about me and
seek a solution of all the questions which were
crowding into my mind copcerning my present po-
sition, the state pon which | had eritered, &c.
was in the home 'of a near relative, and it was a
home emphatically. . 1t was a mansion furnished as
refined individuals jn Earth-life love to furnish their
homes. 1t was embowered in a garden of flowers,
with frees, fountaing and_ singingDirds to enhance
the |0ve||ness of the situation. How wonderful,
thought 1, is it to find thmgs so natural, and how
unexpected! [t seemed lik& a fairy dream, too de-
lightful to Tast,

| was a self dependent man, and sought no ex-
planatlons rom m% friends, and they attempted
hone. | was not thoughtless enough to suppose
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that | had been introduced into such a heaven to
remain a mere idler; to admire, but not to seek to
understand. | was' thoughtful and yet. joyous.
How could I but be joyous, who from & Pnson had
been transported to a paradise? Shall | reveal to
the sorrowing sons and daughters of Earth how to
me, who In Utter loneliness had' lin ered for years,
uncheered by the voice of love, untouched by the
hand of affection, to whom Iove Was as necessary
as dail bread or the air of eaven were restored
the Iovdand ost of other years? Shall I tell how

my heart leaped with un terab e >40y 8 | casped
In"my fond embrace er whom, had ever
known, | had most loved and trusted and most
abused ? or how | reeted one whom had dandled
upon m knee in his bab ¥ 00d, an wrth whose
young |eper|shed some of my fondest hopes?

| had no child of my own td reetmeonthe im-
mortal shore; but there were m ychr ren—gray-
haired men, men in the prime of life, and men |n
the vrgor of young manhood, besrdes prattling babes
W o a (Passe away Who had called mefather,

loved me as a father, and these were the

chrIdren that gathered around and welcomed me to
my new homeand the scenes of an active existence
In"the higher state.

|, was & public man, and for many years had ex-
ercised an Influence among men. ["Had led armies
to battle, and beheld my followers by tens of thous-
ands, stretched dead upon the battle plain, their
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forms marred by the cannon.shot, the musket ball,
the sword, the biayonet, the hoof of the war-horse
and the heavy wheel of the artillery wagon. | had
noted all this as a man, though as a Iéader | was
compelled to exhibit a carelessness which was un-
natural*, My character was undeystood by m?/ sol-
diers, and they loved me as few leaders are foved:
the% esteemed’'me as a father, while they called me
such. Al these children, the victims of war, flocked
to me as ther_found 0 portumt_)(, claiming recogni-
lon and calling me tather still, when it became
known that | had become an inhabitant with them
of the second sphere.
What a resurrection! thought I What an army
of noble men have resorted hither from scores of
hattle plains, scattered from the frozen north to the
far sunny south! | hailed them all as ¢hildren, and
felt theirequality with me as | had not feltit when |
ed them on to battle “as sheep to the slaughter.” |
elt that to these men | was accountable,’in some
sense, although | had not ¥et |earned to what deﬁree
or how | was to account to them. ~Many of these
had preceded me to the spirit-world many years,
and some of these had become wise in that wisdom
In which | ‘was a babe. Such were men whose
Intellects placed them on a R_arwnh myself. These
Were com#aratlveloy few, while the many were get
children in the kndwledge of the second Sphere, De-
mq babes in intellect.

t was not only those who sought me to bless me
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that | met. It was mine to meet many, very many,
who bitterly reproached me; many for‘acts 4nd mo-
tives of which | was innocent, and mam{ of others
of which | was quilty. 1 was aman of blood. This
was charged updn me by the victims of war—men
wornen and children, whose [ives had been blighted
by the scourge which they helieved had been wielded
by my hand” What wonder if my thoughtful mind
was saddened, my conscience awakened, and all the
nowers of my being set at work to fathom) the extent
of mg responsibility for the human suffering that
had attended my céareer on Earth?

. | have anticipated, somewhat, in_giving a narra-
tion of my experience durm% the first part of m
life as a spirit.  As my strength and vigor retyrne
| was taught to exercise in the use of “my ?Plntual
body and™ the elements, or all matter and forms
about me. | learned to Impel myself by will-power
over the magnetic surface of thig sphere as other
spirits did, and to_exercise my will upon the ethe-
real substance which composéd the surface and all
surface f?_rms of the sphere, for the various pur-
poses of life, _

| studied the law whereby al| spiritual substance
existed; whereby I myself was bora from the physi-
cal into the spiritual State.  This was the alphabet
of my education as a spirit. | could make fo*pro-
ress in any proposed course of study until | had
Irst mastered the rudiments of the [aws of sRmt.
| found myself as a child and in need of teacners;
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and | gleaned what knowledge | could from closely
observing all that was passing around me; besides,
there were near friends, as my parents and others,
who attended me frequently as Instructors in those
things which | stood in mast need to understand.

y self-dependence did not cause me to_ spurn
such"teachers as thesg, or to reject the services of
one who professed himself as my teacher in those
things of which | was most anxious toknow—the deeE
thinds of nature Into which | Wasbegl_nmn 0 100
as | Was gaining my rudimentary education. “Thisone
none would have reéected who had a spark of man-
hood within him that_could appreciate true great-
ness or nobility of spirit, To look upon him was to
reverence him, and to listen to his counsel was to
heed it; as majestly and authority—such majesty
and authority as are born of wisdom and experr-
ence—sat enthroned upon his brow, | felt assured
that | should not want ap roRnate instruction, and
resolved tg bend myself to the task of solving the
Problem of life under the Instruction of this noble
eacher. | had yet to learn that the office of teacher
signified s_om_ethmg more than that of instructor in
certain principles by the method | had seen prac-
ticed in' Earth-life.” | had yet to learn that this
teacher possessed the power to control me, as | he-
lieved before none but God could. . The subtle in-
fluence which wrought myregeneration was revealed
to mehy degrees, as my Spiritwrithed and bent, like
the deep-rodted tree before the tempest, before his

s 30008



194 REAL LIFE IN THE SPIRIT LAND.

psychological power, exerted upon me, the more
speedily “to cause my spirit to emerge from the
arknes in which it was shrouded for a season.

I looked upon this teacher at first, as one com-
missioned to quide me in the path of knowledge;
for 1 knew from what | had learned of society'In
the second sphere, that there was order in “the
sphere, and such order as provided for all who were
ushered info it, 1 had conceived that God was
the fountain of government, and that order was
heaven’s law; and consequently, | looked for a
higher develogment of ?ove_rnment and_order in
this sphere than had yet existed upon Earth. |
learned by experience and observation what the or-
der of soclety was in the sphere, and was satisfied
that God’s wisdom was more clearly displayed in
all the arrangements of society, inasmuch as it was
Rosslble for”it to be so; men in the second state
aving.arrived upon the plane where order could
be eliCited out of confusion; where the true ends of
?overnment could be comprehended as well as the
rue methods practiced.

M(Y manner of life was that of a student. | en-
tered upon a course. of discipline as_soon as | at-
tajned strerprgth and independence sufficient to enter
a home of my own. . Could 1 have surrounded my-
self, as I desired, with the loved ones who were, in
a sense, restored fo me, my home would have been
a heaven; but this was n tPermltted_ me. | was
assured by those I most trusted, that it was for me
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to win myway up to the Posmon where | mlght
enjoy the“sociéty of those | loved best.

beent accustomed to sway others at my will, | was
now swayed by the will of others—those Who were
comgetent 0 gudge what was best for mo. | sub-
mitted myself to”the ju ?ment of my superiors in
the wisdom ofthehltrther fe upon which 1 had en-
tered, and whose realities | was begmnmg to expe-
rience. | was not entirely deprived of tfie society
of those whom [ called yown and whom_ | was
striving o win back to me? for these were qlven me
as occasional teachers and angels of consofation to
cheer me as | was wearily wending my way throu%h
mazes of darkness and perplexing doubts into t
cIear Ilght of celestlal wisdom.

3/ task was to cultivate my own nature. Al
the discipline to which 1 was subgected was for this
Purpose But first, | was to sfudy my nature—
earn what | had fo do. For this purpose | must
needs scan closely my whole past life; | must
weigh in the balance of justice every act, every mo-
tive; as far as | could understand my own matives,
To spur me on to this careful, revision of my past
life, it was given me to be hailed by my admirers
and taunted” by my enemies, as thouigh 1 were yet
aprince and & partisan warrior. [t Was given me
to be greeted as father, bZ multitudes o eopIe
who had owned mt{ swaya a prince, and who h
admired my qualities of statesmanshlp and as
military legder; and also to listen to the words of
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scorn of _man}/ peoPIe who reviled me as a despot,
an ambitioys tyrant, a murderer of millions, and a
destroyer of the peace of empires. . | was human
and was moved by such demonstrations. | sought
not to be recognized by the people, as | desired
neither their commendations nor anathemas, . Yet
there, was a power that_impelled me on to visit the
localities where the different nationalities dwelt,
and that also impelled crowds of ﬁeop_le to flock to
the temples that' | visited; and thus it was that |
came In contact with so many with whom my name
and fame were familiar. _

If | was moved by the taunts of the multitude of
stran%ers, how was m¥ soul stirred when | was re-
P]roac ed by trusted Triends for a great wrong |

ad done to” my wife, the sharer of iy throne, and
the idof of a r(%reat people!” Napoleon Bonaparte
succumbed to these mild reproaches as he had never
before fo any power that had been exercised to
crush his spirit,” When kings combined and crushed
ml% power and sent me ai exile to the Island of
Elba, | was able to calmly face my misfortunes, and
gather up my powers to endeavor to thwart my
enemies and "compass my plans; and when again
defeat overwhelmed me, dnd | was powerless in"the
htaﬂds of my hitterest foes, my spifit was buoyant
still. : )

Even when | Ilnqered a hopeless exile at St
Helena, | would not suffer myself to, despair, but
clamly faced my misfortunes, resolving that the
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world should never have occasion to change its es-
timate* of my character.

|t was my nature to be brave to encounter what-
ever befell, me: and | Jeft, as a Iegacy to mankind,
such an example of firmness and heroism in the
midst of the deepest misfortunes, as might prompt
some to dare to do noble deeds, even though disas-
ter to themselves might be the result. Now | had
become a dweller inanother sphere; and as | was
a man Rossessmg powers of Intellect to place me
among the wise as soon as the dross could be eradi-
cated Trom my nature, | was to be exercised by the
*strongest emotions it was possible for my spifit to
beay; which exercise was to be the means’of speedi-
ly elevating me—of bringing me to repentance for
myrm|sdee_ds, that regenération mqht follow.

he philosophy of suffering | studied as | ad-
vanced, and learned what | had never thought of
before, that It 1S the saviour of man from the de-
generacy of his nature. | leamed that God’s love
IS as much displayed in the misfortunes which De-
fall men as in their prosperity; that all things that
hefall men are for their good, and the experiences of
life are to them preciols lessons which are to be
studied In the future life, item by item, as the stu-
dent cons his lessons. _ _

.1 was made to feel the enormity ofthe act of divor-
cmq my faithful wife, as others felt it all over the
world. “If | had reasons for this act, which to me
were sufficient, and which prompted me to sacrifice
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myself as well as Josephine, they dwindled into in-
significance when | viewed them and the actin the
light of a higher wisdom than that which | possessed
In"earth-lifé. | saw that my reasons for this act
were the extreme of folly; héing bom of my short-
sighted ambition to tranismit the throne of "France
to"my posterity. | wasmade to understand that to
the _strugtglmg people of France belon%ed the au-
thority 0f'choosing my successor, rather than to my-
self or_any other”orie individual. | realized how
happy it would have heen for me, could | have con-
tentedly wielded the power | possessed, taking no
thought for a future successor.

From the first hour that | met my loved Jose-
phine, | perfectly understood the wrang | had done
Us both in putting her away and taking to my bo-
som another, who could never be a wifé to me after
having known Josephine. My spirit revolted at
the crime, | had committed when 1 understood the
true relation of husband and wife, and_that the re-
lation 1S eternal. It needed not, as it seemed to
me, that my friends should reproach me with what
| 50 keenly felt: and yet it was necessary that fuel
should be” added tothe flame of my rémorse for
this act. Her only reproaches weré the words of
affection she always had In reserve for me when we
met, and the forgiving spirit she exercised now, as
of old, for wrongs that had crushed her spirit and
sent her to a premature grave. “My hushand!”
were the words with which she greeted me when
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we first met: and my own response to these words
were, “ My own Joséphine!” "I would wear a mask
no Jonger; | would unburden my soul of the love it
still bore her, and again claim as'my own her whose
Image was graven on my inmost “soul, and whose
name had béen last upon my dying lips. But, alas
for my expectations! | was only permitted to e_HJOY
her society for brief intevals, for years, while
was atoning for my sin and rendering myself worthy
to be the companion of one so pure”and exalted &S
she had become, _ N

While remarse and grief swayed my spirit, as |
thus contemplated on ‘my past acts, I could but
view myself as an jnstrument in the hangs of the
Power that sways the universe, to do as | did—to
shaketo their foundations the despotic thrones of Eu-
rope, and stir up the people who were stagnating*
as It were, under the power of despotism. I'was im-
pelled, resistlessly impelled in my course, | knew;
and 1’ was_consclous that, individually, 1 was re-
sponsible for my acts in the same sénse that all
men are, Justice to myself was justice to all man-
kind; of this I was surg, and it remained to me to
study what would. have been strict justice to my-
self nder all the circumstances of my life,

|t was_ of comparatively little consequence how
men m|SJud(11ed me, but it'was of the, utmost impor-
tance that 1 should judge ma/_self justly. . Was |
ambitious? and of what? Did. | “covet empire?
and for what purpose? Did I misjudge the people
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when | believed that a monarchy was hetter ada
ed to them than a more I|beral overnment
I nse everye ffort to qualtbmyse as a jud q
what the eo[oe needed? Did [ thirst for Hlood,
or was | careless of human ljfe and suffering, as |
raised army after army and sent them to"hattle
with the hasts of the surroundmgi nations who a-
rayed themselves against me, deluging Eerope in
blood and causing the wail of widows and orphans
to resound in the“ears of distant nations? Was |
the aggressor when | deliberately planned the Rus-
sian Campaign that seemed $o unjustlflable In the
judgment of many of manklnd On the other hand,
was | not consuous of my rquwers as a governor
of the people, and was nof ambltlon Ustifjable
in view of the plans T formed for eevatlng all the
Wople over whom | could obtain the ascendencx

hat if | did mtsgud?e from m¥ stangpoint, the
real wants oft e people? Was It not Just in me
to desire to do for them what_ | believed would
benefit them ? Was_ | not justified in seeking to
crlpple the power of those “rulers who were Rent
Pon thwarting my designs, and who were contlnu
ally harassing me and sturblng the eace of
rope and char%mg it upon me’ uc mterro%
tories disturbed niy mmd and swayed it to and Tro
until | was able to"answer them all.

| foupd myself wanting in mang/ respects, as |
weighed my acts and motives in the balance of jus- .
tice” My insatiable ambition was unjustifiable, in*
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asmucli as the powers of my nature might have
been expended for nobler uses than subjecting un-
willing pegple and wres_tln% crowns from'sovereigns
Whosg m{;ht to them, in the eyes of mankind, Was
superior Yo.my own.  Self-aggrandizement entered
too much intp all my plans; although justice ex-
onerated me from thé charge of tyranny. | loved
the people and labored for"them; so said an en-
lightened . conscience; but | over-estimated my
own ability to form a perfect government—one
which should be exactly suited to"the condition of
those over whom | might gain_authority. 1 loved
the military professionand” military renown; and |
loved power, both for itself and the 'OP ortunity it
?ave me of ?_uttmg cherished plans into execution.

was as selfish as | was magnanimous. If I un-
derstood human nature, | overestimated my own
powers. If 1 was a statesmap, | _m|3{udge as o
Whatwas the best method of elevating the standing
of mY country amang the natjons, and placm[g the
people uponthe highway.of Rrogress. If " was
manly | was )(et sordid,”in that™| coveted vain
honors, and attached undue_importance to empty
titles, and exacted that servile homage from men
that was unmanly, and that | felt was beneath my-
self topayfoany. | _

| allowed my~overestimate of my own import-
ance and the importance of the success of my cher-
Ished plans to harden myfheart fo human suffering,
| could behold plains deluged in blood, cities laid
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in aslies and provinces desolated, because | deemed
It important that | should succeed and found an
empire that should be a pattern for the whole world
and for future ages. | forgot to note the finger of
Providence that"was forever pointing me to France
as a field of operations for my genits. When the
angry nations were combining to stop the progress
of mg arms outward from thi$ centre, had I patised,
| should have been invincible. My restless ambi-
tion did not permit me to see this,"and | scattered
the forces which, If concentrated, would have
wrought wonders In regenerann_g my country.

What though | was the ordained” instrunient of
heaven forscourging the nations ? and what thou_%h
a resistless fate impelled me on to do what | did?
Thisfate was the natural disposition | possessed, a
disposition that could be wielded as it was. . God
uses the pestilence and the famine wherewith to
scourge the natigns. He used a Calagula to scourge
Rome, a Tamerlane to scourge the” East, and "a
Bonaparte tg scourge Europe, because there were in
these men the elements of destruction, as there is
in the pestilence.  He must needs destroy and
scourge, that He may create and make whol¢ : and
He uses the instruments at hand to fulfill these
purposes, My nature was unclean, Unregenerate,
or I could not have done what | did and What was
necessary to he done at the epoch. Had I heen as
disinterested as a Washington, or as benevolent as
a H(%V\llard, | could not have been made the instru-
ment | was.
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As it was, my deeds were the_instruments of my
regeneration. °| lived over my life again and again;
re-enacted my deeds, until their significance” and
effects were fully appreciated. | sawmy advancing
columns of brave men, endowed with dll the attri-
butes of humanity, swept away, mercilessly, by the
sweeping cannon shot, trodden down_ by the  cav-
alry “charge, plunged into the sweeping flood, or
down the™abysseS of the Alps, as distinctly as
though the scenes were now being enacted: and
with the memory came such a realization of all the
causes and consequences of this, as overwhelmed
me with wonder and regret that | had been so short-
s_qhted and so merciléss. | traversed old battle-
figlds, and exhumed the mouldering bones of scores
of thousands of men—friends and enemies—and
visited the desolated hearth-stones and the forsaken
outcast children of the brave hearts that once ani-
mated these mouldering remains, _

| recalled the scenes.of the Hussion campaign ;
read the unwritten history of the_hundreds” of
thousands of brave men that left France full of
high hope, following the fortunes of their trusted
Napoleon, but who perished amid horrors too great
to be recorded, and left no traces of their bilrial-
places. It isnot too much to state that | suffered
what these suffered, having pictured upon my mind
In the most vivid light thelr sufferings, the horrors
through which they passed, and Which engulfed
them.” | counted the martyrs to my policy, who
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were stars of the first madnttude in the alaxy of
?reat minds, by scores, T remembered how One
aithful, bosom’ friend found his grave in Eqypt;
another upon the field of Marengo; anoth&r on
Wagram: another here, and anotfier there: faith-
fully followm mY fortunes, when In fOIOWI

Peaceu pursuds hey mldht have been henefac
ors of mankind, leff names more revered
among the people than could be those of any who
had made war their vocation for the honor of

I I|stened to,the adulation of flatterers, witnessed
the self-devotion of friends, and heard the taunts
and threats of enemies, and understood what 1t all
S|gn|f|e as | had not before. | watched the for-
tunes of m son—that child of my_folly, but on
whom I ce tere S0 many hopes—wdht at solicl-
tude whichon g a father cah knowwho has yearned
fora son as | did, and who loved one asldld When
at last one was dranted | marked how futile had
been my efforts To accomplish what was not to be
In the order of heaven, | also marked that |nstead
of a legacy of an empire WhIChlh hoped to be-
queath tothis son, | had left onlyaleﬁacg/ of sor-
row, of misfortune. | saw him Eerts fore |s
time, a victim to the jealousy of kings, because he
Was m% son. | remiembered his mother as gne
whose hopes had been blasted through my influ-
ence. | viewed her as a young bride Usurping the
place of another, by no fault of her own, but mine;
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and viewed her as an exile from her kingdom, a de-
Pendent upon the bounty of her hushand’s foes—
he sorrowmgf mother 0f a youth whom_she felt
was marked or destruction, as soon as his father
was deprived of Rower. _
| lived over the days of my exile. | saw the
stem rock of St. Heléna as it, for the first time
loomed up before, me in the waste of waters : ang |
recalled my emotions when | remembered the djs-
tance which separated me from mankind, and the
stem hatred of enemies that were powerful to In-
flict upon me a destiny so much worse than death.
With  tenfold force, yea, sometimes with a thou-
sand-fold force, were all these emotions awakenedin
m}/ mind, until I considered myself a martyr to a
fate the most horrible that codld befall a human
being. -~ My teacher, by his psychological power,
caused metq recall past scenes’to my"memory ac-
cording to his will; and he caused me to suffer in
reviewing these scenes as my spirit was able to
bear, a5 e presented them to my mind in all the
varied lights in which they could be viewed. *
sufferings are greater than | can bear,” | often ex-
claimed; when” the waves, rolled over me, and |
seemed about to be engulfed In the mighty sea of
trouble upon which | was saﬂmHi It was not that
| was worse_than other men, that | was caused
thus to suffer; but becayse, to me “much had
been given, much was required.” Great responsi-
bilitie3 had been mine, as great capacities of intel-
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lect were mine, and | must suffer until that intel-
lect was pur%?d of Its dross, and capahle of compre-
hending_all the lessons of my [ife, which were such
as are-iven to few men to studny. _

| emerged out of darkness into Ilght_bK degrees,
By degregs the shadows departed, and light beamed
upon fmy athwa,Y. | blessed the hand that afflicted

¢, all ‘the while that darkness beset my way, |
knew, In my inmost soul, that a Father’s hand"held
me, that 1"could not fall, while the chastening rod
must be applied until | should be regenerated. hen
| was re-united to Josephine, itwas after my nature
had become so changed that | beheld in ellght
of the superior wisdom of the higher circles of the
second sP_here, the true object of Weéiloc ,and the
true relation of the sexes. She had aavanced, as
It were, side by side with me, and_| no Ionger aro-
gated to myself the superior position as the male,
s | was wont to do in earth-life, when | underes-
timated the female character, and gave to woman
a subordinate place.. _

My mission now is to point to men the path of
progress, and tg warn them of the nature of the ex-
periences, the discipline, through which individuals
must pass In spirit-life,. in order to obtain salvation
from the depravity incident to human nature, and
which inheres in Some natures much mare than in
others. | would have them understand that It is
possible for regeneraﬂon to commence in earth-life,
and that the sboner it Is commenced the sooner Is
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the spirit destined to emerge into the broad light
of heaven. _

The spirit-land is a heaven of beauty. Its lovely
andscapes, 1ts perfumed . atmospherg, its balmy
preezes and Its sunny skies, are for all to enjoy.
(od sendeth the rain; his dew and sunshine, upon
he just and the unjust, and thus he compels the
ove and gratitude of all whose minds are not so
heclouded that these emotions cannot be elicited
rom them. Yet his judgments follow men into
nat sphere of beauty, and his Austlce will not let
hem go until they are redeemed from the corrup-
ons Of the flesh=yntil his image shines through
hem and they are fitted to be teachers and leadgrs
0 their childfen behind them. Let none imagine
hat they are fo rest in the spirityal state with
helr imperfections upon them, but let al| remem-
er, that jnasmuch as man is created In the |ma(11_e
of God, there will be no actual rest for him until
that |maﬂe 15 fully wrought out. _ _

The little | have stated of my experience during
the years | have been a spirit will suffice for an
example to.mankind of the’ method which is pur-
sued with individuals by the wisdom which rules
In the second sphere. T remarked, that none are
uncared for in this sphere : | reiterate the remark,
and add, that mankind in' the flesh have, as yet
conceived nothing of the method, the order, fat
reigns unjversal.in the second sphere; and by which
It 1S possible to care for all, and accomplish’the de-
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velopment of all.  As the spiritual state is higher
than the physical, sq Is the order in that State
higher than that possible in the physical, until the
rate becomes spl_rltuallz_ed and approaches the
plane whereon_ this SPIH'[_UEU order 15 geveloped.
Orderis the universal law in all Nature, all spheres,
high and low ; and yet, as there are high and_low
orllers of spheres—to use terms as men‘in the flesh
use them—so there is Celestial and Terrestrial
order ; and the Celestial 1s more Diving, In that it
more nearly approximates to the perfected central
prmmgle of the universe. _
Asaman, “1 dwell among men, and labor with
them for the advancement of the cause of truth
amo_n?, men in the flesh and n the lower circles of
spirit-ife. | sympathize with my fellowmen as
only one can who has passed through the experi-
ences which place individuals in_the high circles of
this sphere. My ambitjon now is to conquer igno-
rance, prejudice; and all deﬁravny with" which |
know men are tinctured who have not been re-
deemed in this sphere. If | marshal hosts to bat-
tle now as of yore, the¥ are hosts who bear the
banners of Truth and Progress, and whose arms
are the ghttermg, diamond-painted truths which
plerce the heartS of men: and whose armor are
robes of smcerltK and nghteousness. With_such
armies | march to the canquest of Error,
and | never know defeat. The crown | wear
IS a crown of righteousness, set with gems of wis-
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dom; and the homage which | claim and receive is
that which s due to True %reatness | glory In mY
existence, and regret nothing, knowing that as
was born, S0 | was, and nothing remained hut for
me to pursue the way which would soonest lead to
my redemption fron the inherent depravity of my
nature; and in this path | was led by the All-wisg,
through his age nts my spirit-quides. What re-
mains to me i5 10 pursué my progresswe vvay and
while I paint my fellows forever dnward, | keeg
own eye fixed on the star of my Destiny, and bend
the eniergies of my nature to attain it
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A@gg%gg%s eag!?% \g EOIA S0gRe AN & b TAANE G
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SPIRITUAL AND REFORM BOOKS. 3
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clgtHQd \ﬁ? " e/ arren Chase. ' Paper’ 35 cents, postage 4 cents;
cet a g Fflmty A Discourse. By Miss Lizzie Doten. 10

Deﬁtgﬁlogly &gt Pé’i§ And Future of our Planet. By Prof. William
paE: 58&}9% o a&d &y 0%}% Al §yilver. Printed on fine tinted
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Gates A ar Ellzabeth Stuag Phelps. $1,50, postage 16 cents.
W ategl & O Scenes in Another World. By George
$2@(f$dﬁgge0 Ot&%g\latlons Second Series. By Charles Linton. 363 pp.
$1léde L) 8%%% Gleanings from the Past. By G. C. Stewart.

$3l3ds 31% 9 Ott!% Supernatural By William Howitt. Two Volumes.
'Flhh'?:l(ﬂ{gno%c%ngh Bﬁg%f\{etrﬁ@'an Well. By George A Shufeldt, Jr.
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SPIRITUAL AND REFORM BOOKS.
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SPIRITUAL AND REFORM BOOKS. 5
Man, Scientifically Considered. ByHudson Tuttle. $150,
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0 SPIRITUAL AND REFORM BOOKS.
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