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rounded by dangers, and when encompassed by number­
less difficulties, which threaten to crush and destroy. 

From the visible the feelings yearn for protection 
from the invisible. With firm reliance upon an in­
finitely wise Providence, overflowing with illimitable 
power and with equal goodness, thousands of persons 
in every system of religion will brave any danger and 
attack obstacles of every magnitude. 

Men are fatalists in these affairs of religion, and 
many minds have hope and patience and cheerful cour­
age under mysterious trust and faith; while under 
Reason and Conscience, as counsellor and guide, the 
same persons would sink into helplessness and despair. 
There are persons who do physical wonders, and ex­
hibit abilities not to be matched, only while under the 
effect of some powerful stimulant or mental excitement. 

Faith in the invisible is pe-
rennially imp0t·tant. But it 
exists not without dangers and 
absurdities to the faithful ; even 
while it brings tender comfort 
and sweet trust into the relig­
ious feelings. Unless the judg­
ment is fortified in knowledge, 
the faith becomes extravagant 
and superstitious, and the be-

TBJI lmD OP LIPE TO TBOBB 
WHO RE NOT. 

liever is easily influenced by omens, signs, spectres, 
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wraiths, forerunners, and whimsical prognostications 
of future events. 

A sailor, who cared nothing for storms and dangers, 
could not be induced to 
go out one fine morning 
with some fishermen, 
because the night before 
he encountered a bat 

~·~!~~ behind a broom in his 
~ cabin on the beach. He 

.&. UJLOB'I UXLUOJ[T oxa. 

was a good Methodist, 
believed in a personal 
God, and in a. kind of 
Providence which sends 
to a believer distinct 

signs of impending disaster. 
Heaven's ante-chamber would seem, according to 

some providence-believers, to 
be a place of evil. I know 
a. distinguished preacher and 
orator who conft-'SSCd that to 
see the moon for the first 
time after her change over 
the left shoulder, is certain 

SAW THE KOON OVEB BIB LD'T immediately to depress his 
BBOULDEB. 

feelings ; and his mind is 
filled with vague apprehensions, whenever he thinks 
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of the omen, during the entire month. N otwithstand­
ing the fact that his judgment rejects the omen as 
sheer superstition, his feelings and conduct are never· 
theless more or Jess unhappily affected by the tri:Bing 
circumstance, simply because the supposed significance 
of the fact was mingled with his early education. 

Not many months since I received a letter from an 
unmarried woman, who had what she deemed the mis-

A l!TlliNOB OAT BAN INTO TBB BOUBB WBILB TBBY W1!:RB TALEINO 

fortune of seeing a strange cat run into the door just as 
her sister's only son was about to commence a horse­
back journey in company with a neighbor. She had 
received a good education, and she was rather ashamed 
to confess to any apprehensions arising from the fore­
runner ; but she could not shake off the old Welsh 
rustic belief that, unless the cat was caught and con­
fined in the house a day and a night, some dire ca-
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]amity would overtake the darling boy. She bad also 
been recently disturbed by bad dreams of muddy 
water, especially since the youth had commenced the 
journey; and on several nights that same neighbor's 
dog had foreshadowed the worst fortune by howling 
most dismally ; and there were also other signs of 
trouble. 

Iler fears were so excited that, although she was a 
theoretical believer in the doctrine of a fix(,'<l natural 
Jaw within the cause of every event, she could not 
sluLke oft' the painful anxiety and foreboding. In reply 
I urged upon her the supreme authoiity of Reason; 
that her dark and melancholy apprehensions were 
probably owing to her early miscducation in the super­
naturalism of Christianity; and that, besides, there was 
possibly some phrenological or physiological cause for 
the sufferings she experienced. 

I tried, as delicately as possible, to . intimate that 
the " dreams of muddy water " originated in some bad 
condition of the brain or bile ; and intimated, also, 
that I should be glad to see her photographic likeness, 
in order to determine the temperaments of a person so 
filled with faith and doubts concerning symbolic signs 
and omens. Iler answer, which covered her photo­
graphic likeness, was couched in terms of earnest pro­
test; giving her opinion most decidedly to the effect, 
that she had a firm trust in a supreme Being of infinite 
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power and wisdom ; but did not doubt but that, some­
times, He permitted looking-glasses to break, dogs to 
howl, and imparted bad dreams to presage a death, or 
to warn people of impending evil. She entertained a 

... Dl\E.A.)(EB or BAD DBE.um. 

natural dread of ridicule, however ; JLnd it is my con­
viction that this dread, more than the exercise of her 
reason, limited the indulgence of her superstitious foars. 
She was not a believer in Spiritualism, but bad great 
faith in the fortune-telling faculty of some mediums. 

The inhabitants of India suffer vastly from snake­
bites, and the havoc caused by man-eating tigers, leo­

pards, and other wild beasts of the jungle. In the 
• Central Rrovinces the loss of human life by tigers, 
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wolves, hymnas, leopards, beare, and panthers, is im­
mense. We learn that superstition also plays no small 

part in the mainte­
nance of these intol­
erable scourges. The 
Gonds, for instance, 
instead of mustering 
in force to hunt down 
the tigers who wage 
war against them and 
their herds, have an 
idiotic way of regard­
ing the tiger as a 
divinity whose wrath 
it is unsafe to arouse. 
If one ot' them fallti a 
prey to the divinity's 

MD DREAD OJ' ONJI KOT .A TllJloTOTALLllB. appetite for human 
flesh, the rest of the 

family are forthwith tabooed as displeasing to the ob­
ject of their reverent dread, and must expiate tht:ir 
offence by costly sac1ifices, which may leave them pen· 
niless but will restore them to their caste-rights. 

What misery comes from the womb of Ignorance I 
Disordered imaginations, the changing and inclement 
skies of superstition, entail distress and wretchedness 
upon human nature. We listen with reverence to the 
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dictates of truth, while with abhorrence we hear the 
prayers of superstition. A firm believer in spiritual 
intercourse, I know, is not exempt from the bitter 
strugg1es aud horrible notions fixed in the religious 
imagination by having once believed in popular theol­
ogy. They are afraid of "ghosb:\ and graveyards," 
and dread encountering "imps of darknt.'Bs," and suf. 
fering many deaths by being in " bondage through fear 
of death." At length they obtain a lif6-long emanci­
pation by being converted to the evidences of spiritual 
intercourse. And yet I know a Spiritualist, who would 
repel with scornful emotions the least insinuation that 
he is superstitious, who was one day absolutely dis­
heartened in the prosecution of a worthy enterprise, 
because by chance a striped squirrel ran across the 
path in a grove through which he was walking toward 

Il!OIOOJIHTll PL.L YTMG Ill' TD GBOYJI. 

the residence of a friend. Esteemed for his wit and 
geniality, and beloved for his strict integrity and high 

16 
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moral principles, and yet so suddenly weakened and 
turned from his purpose by what he considered " a bad 
sign t" 

Strong intellects cannot escape the effect of the 
memory of '' signs," and the occurrence of events de­
noting " evil,'' which they learned by heart in child­
hood. The human spirit, naturally reaching into the 
invisible after aid, and craving sympathy in it.a trials 
and dangers, is sensitively alive to the teachings and 
inftuence of fate. In spite of the keen shafts of ridi­
cule, and in opposition to the plainest dictates of com­

mon sense and accept­
ed science, it is easy 
for eight-tenths of ev­
ery population by in­
sensible degrees to lean 
to the side of' ignorance 
<ind superstition. Upon 
no other principle can 

""' · > a philosopher account 
for the wide - spread 
acceptance throughout 
civilization of this dis­
mal thing which calls 
itself " Christian The­
ology ." Thousands up­
on thousands in mis-
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erable homes and mad-houses realize the unutterable 
horrors implanted by a catechismal education into the 
deplorable superstitions of literal hells of fire and brim­
stone, a personal devil of magnificent abilities in eternal 
opposition to Deity, and all the thirty-nine other name­
less nightmares and mythic horrors which float current­
ly as great truths in the best Christian communities. 

Physiologists have 
demonstrated that the 
" hog/' although not a 
medium for the lesser 
devils as reported in 
story, ie · a first-class 
boarding-house for mil- ..;_,,. . 
lions of man-killing -~­
w or m s . Scrofulous 
diseases, not personal -~ 
devils, arise from the . ~ 
post- mortem remains ~ 
of swine. Christians 
still continue to eat 
this devil-meat ; over 

ANOTJUra BAD SIGN, 

which many daily " ask blessings " and subsequently. 
" return thanks ; " as if the God of eternal and unalter­
able truth and justice would or could, by special mir­
acle, convert pork into piety and scrofula into rose­
tints on the lovely cheeks of childhood 1 
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Bad dreams naturally visit the brains of pork-eating 
Christians. Impossible works cannot be wrought; all 

A POBK•Z..t.Tml ..\ND WlNJf..BIBJIZB PRZP..t.BIJIO J'OB A DBLUI.. 

things are not possible. It is a weak and wicked 
superstition to believe and teach that an unchangeable 
Deity is engaged in listening to and answering the 
selfish prayers of pork-devouring and wine-engulfing 
believers. The fixed laws of the spirit, graceful in 
their dealings and eternally protective in their govern­
ment, guard the citidal of human lifo. No act goe;; 
unrecorded; no transgression escapes punishment. 
Mercy is manifested in the gentleness of the record, 
and in the complete and perfect redemption they ac-
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complish in the offending spirit. The transgressor's 
way is very ha.rd, and his salvation greater in agony 
than the pains of a fabled hell. The human mind is 
constituted for an eternal 
search after and progres­
sion in Goon t Any other 
use of its great powers­
all mere search after that 
folly which the ignorant 
<'.all "happiness "-is be· 
set with calamities and 
wretched def eats. Why 
cannot men look into the 
laws of life, from a pure- TBJI oLD JU.N'a AJ'TllB-DINNllB DBlill. 

ly honest observation of 
its principles and purposes, and thus harmonize with 

DUAll8 01' FLOODS Al<D J'AlllNJI. 

its constitutional needs 
and eternal ends i The 
numberless evils of the 
world are the offspring 
of ignorance ; then, the 
brood being hatched 
and multiplied, a mil­
lion-sided net of self.in­
terests encloses the evils 
and protects them as 
though thry were good ; 
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the effect is oppreSdion and general wretchedness, and 
the end is revolution. 

In order to illustrate what I mean by tracing out 
"by honest observation " the laws and the evils of life, 

let us read Dr. Hachen­
berg's very faithful ac­
count of Indian Trailers 
and Trappers, in his let-

-:::: _ ter from U. S. A. Post 
~~ 

• 11 ,~ . Hospital, Fort Randall, 
· Dacotah Territory, to the 

Hudson Star, February 
12, 1869, as follows: 

" The most extraor-

"' BJILIIVEB IN BIGNB ..um OXEN8. dinary skill that is exhib-
ited in this part of the 

country, eitlier by the white man or. red native, is the 
practice of trailing~ Here it may be accounted an art 
as much as music, painting, or sculpture is in the East. 
The Indian or trapper that is a shrewd trailer, is a man 
of close observation, quick perception, and prompt 
action. As he goes along, nothing escapes his obser­
vation, and what he sees and hears he accounts for im­
mediately. Often not another step is taken until a 
mystery, that may present itself in this line, is fairly 
solved. The Indian trailer will stand still for hours in 
succession. to account for certain traces or effects in 
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tracks, and sometimes give to the matter unremitting 
attention for days and weeks. 

" The trailer is not a graceful man. He carries his 
head much inclined, his eye is quick and restless, 
always on the watch, and he is practising his art un· 
consciously, hardly ever crossing tl1e track of man or 
animal without seeing it. When he enters a house, he 
brings the habits he contracted in the practice of his 
art with him. I know a trailer as soon as he enters 
my room. He c::omes in through the door softly, and 
with an air of exceeding caution. Before he is fairly 
in, or, at lea.st, has sat down, he has taken note of every 
article and person, though there may be a dozen va­
cant ch~irs in the room. He is not used to chairs, and, 
like the Indian, prefers a more humble seat. When I 
was employed by General Harney, last summer, to 
take charge temporarily of the Indians that were gath­
ered here to form a new reservation, one day a guide 
and trailer came into the General's headquarters. I 
told him to be seated. He sat down on the floor, brac­
ing his back against the wall. The General saw this, 
and in vexation cried out, ' My God, why don't you 
take a chair, when there are plenty here not occupied i' 
The man arose and seated himself in a chair, but in so 
awkward and uncomfortable a manner that he looked 
as if he might slip from it at any moment. But when 
this uncouth person came to transact his business with 
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the Genera], he turned out to be a man of no ordinary 
abilities. His description of a route he took as guide 
and trailer for the Ogallalas in bringing them from the 
Platte to this place was minute, and to me exceedingly 
interesting. Every war party that for the season had 
crossed his trail, he described with minuteness as to 
their number, the kinds of arms they had, and stated 
the tribes they belonged to. In these strange revela­
tions that he made there was neither imposition nor 
supposition, for he gave satisfactory reasons for every 
assertion he made. 

" I have rode several hundred miles with an expe­
rienced guide and traiJer, Hack, whom I interrogated 
upon many points in the practice of this art. Nearly 
all tracks I saw, either old or new, as a novice in the 
art, I questioned him about. In going to the Niobrara. 
River we crossed the track of an Indian pony. :My 
guide followed the track a few miles and then said, ' It 
is a stray, black horse, with a long, bushy tail, nearly 
starved to death, has a split hoof of the left fore foot, 
and goes very Jame, and he passed here early this 
morning.' Astonished and incredulous, I asked him 
the reasons for knowing these particulars by the tracks 
of the animal, when he replied : ' It was a stray horse, 
because it did not go in a direct line ; his tail was long, 
for he dragged it over the snow ; in brushing against a 
bush he left some of his hair, which shows its color. 
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He was very hungry, for, in going along, he has nipped 
at those high, dry weeds, which horses seldom eat. 
The fusure of the left fore-foot left, a.lao, its track, and 
the depth of the indentation shows the degree of' his 
lameness ; and his tracks show he was here this morn­
ing, when the snow was hard with frost.' 

" At another place we came across an Indian 
track, and he said, ' It is an old Yankton, who came 
across the Missouri last evening to look at his traps. 
In coming over he carried in bis light hand a trap, and 
in his left a lasso to catch a pony which he had lost. 
He returned without finding the horse, but had caught 
in the trap he had out a prairie wolf; which· he carried 
home on his b~ck and a bundle of kinikinic wood in 
his right hand.' Then, he gave his reasons: 'I know 
he is old, by the impression his gait has made and a 
Yankton by that of his moccasin. He is from the other 
side of the river, as there a.re no Y anktons on this side. , 
The trap he carried struck the snow now and then, and 
in same manner as when he came, shows that he did 
not find hie pony. A drop of blood in the centre of 
his tracks shows that he carried the wolf on hie back, 
and the bundle of kinikinic wood he used for a staff for 
support, and catching a wolf, shows that he had traps 
out.' 'But, I asked, how do you know it is a woln 
why not a fox or a coyotte, or even a deer ~ ' Said he, 
' It' it had been a fox, or a coyotte, or any other small 
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game, he would have slipped the head of the animal in 
his waist belt, and so carried it by his side, and not on 
his shoulders. Deer a.re not caught by traps, but if it 
had been a. deer, he would not have crossed this high 
hill, but would have gone back by way of the ravine, 
and the load would have made his steps still more tot­
tering.' 

"Another Indian track we saw twenty miles west 
of this he put this serious construction upon : ' He is 
an upper Indian-a prowling horse thief-carried a 
double-ehot gun, and is a rascal that killed some white 
man lately, and passed here one week ago; for,' said 
he, 'a lone Indian in these parts is on mischief, and 
generally on the lookout for horses. Be had on the 
shoes of a white man whom he had in all probability 
killed, but his steps are those of an Indian. Going 
through the ravine, the end of his gun hit iutQ the deep 

--- --81iow. A week ago we had a very warm day, and the 
snow being soft, he made these deep tracks ; ever since 
it has been intensely cold weather, which makes very 
shallow tracks.' I suggested that perhaps he bought 
those shoes. ' Indians don't buy shoes, and if they 
did they would not buy them as large as these were, 
for Indians have very small feet.' The most noted 
trailer of this country was Paul Daloria, a half-brec,'<l, 
who died under my hands, of Indian consumption, 
last summer. I have spoken of him in a former letter. 
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At one time I rode with him, and trailing was nat­
urally the subject of our conversation. I begged to 
trail with him an old track over the prairie, in order to 
learn its history. I had hardly made the proposition, 
when he drew up his horse, which was at a ravine, and 
said, ' Well, here is an old elk track. Let us get off 
our horses and follow it.' We followed it but a few 
rods, when he said, it was exactly a month old, and 
made at 2 o'clock in the afternoon. This he knew, as 
then we had our last rain, and at the hour named the 
ground was softer than at any other time. The track 
before us was then made. He broke up here and there 
clusters of grass that lay in the path of the track, and 
showed me the dry ends of some, the stumps of others, 
and by numerous other similar items accounted for 
many circumstances that astonished me. We followed 
the trail over a mile. Now aud then we saw that a 
wolf, a fox, and other animals had practised their trail­
ing instincts on the elk's tracks. Here and there, he 
would show me where a snake, a rat, and a prairie 
dog had crossed the track. Nothing had followed or 
c1·ossed the track that the quick eye of Daloria did not 
detect. He gave an account of the habits of all the 
animals that had left. their foot-prints on the track, also 
of' the state ot' the weather since the elk passed, and 
the effect of sunshine, winds, aridity, sand storms, and 
other influences that had a bearing on these tracks." 
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The true philosopher will observe the entire absence 
of" superstition " in all the methods and convictions 
of the wild trailer of the far West. His observations 
are correct and of practical value, because strictly in 
accordance with the laws and teachings of cause and· 
effect. He has recourse to no mysterious proceedings, 
incantations, fortune-telling crystals, or other witch­
craftiness, which are so popular with omen-believers 
and the very supe111titious. But; instead, you mark 
tho honest regard for facts in the nature and habits of 
the animals and persons which inhabit that pa1't of the 
world. Somewhat of this natural sturdy accuracy, and 
somewhat of this anti-superstitious knowledge of the 
laws and facts of life, may be incorporated into the 
education of every human mind. 
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PRINCIPLES OF NATURE: Her Divine Revelations, and A Voice to 
Mankind. (In three Parto.) Thirt.ienth edition, juot published, with a llkent•oa 
of th1: author, and containing a family record for murrlagc•, births and death•. 
Thie book coniain• the basis and phllooophy on which the .,bole otrncture of 
l:!piritu:tll•m reirt& It embodies and condenses the fundame111al principle• of 
humon life and human proii;resB up to and beyond !be present, and ha• a steady 
and ccn•tant sale. ta.60, pootage 48c. 

PENETRALIA. Thi• work, which at the time was ~tylcd by the author 
·•the wloeot book" from Me pen, deoervea to be bronght prominently before the 
Amerlcau public. .1. 7fi, postage 24c. 

SPIRIT MYl'iTERIES EXPLAINED. The Inner Life; a Aeqnel to Spirit· 
ual Interoou,.e. A revloed and erilarged e4litio11 of thi• popular ·•Sequel to 
Br.lrltual Iutercouroe." Illustrated with diagrams and engravi11go, I• just from 
th~ pres•, uniform In size and appearance. with the Great Harmonia. It is 
printed and bound in drot-rate otyle, contalnmg '24 pages. .1.50, postage, 20o. 

TALE 01!' A PHYSICIAN: or, The Seeds and Fruits of Crime. This is 
truly a wonderful nnd thrilling work. In Three Parts-eomplete in one vol nm~. 
Part I-Planting the l:leed8 or Crime; Part II-Trees of Crime In Full Bloom; 
l'ert III-Reaping tho Fruita of Crime. tl.OO, postage 16o. 
Eif'" Price of Complete Works of A. J. Davis, i26.00. 
Address all orders to the Publishers, 

WILLIAM WHITE & COMP ANY, 
BANNER 011" LJGBT 0.l!'FICE, 158 w ABBINGTON ST. 

NIW York .AgenU-The ArMrican Ntwa Oompan111 119 Nauau St. 
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THE CHILDREN'S 

PROCRESSIVE LYCEUM. 
A MANUAL, 

With directions for the Organization and Management of Sunday-Schools, 
adapted to the Bodies and Minds of the Young, and containing Rules 
Methods, Exercises, Marches, Lessons, Questions.and Answers, Invoca· 
tions, Silver-Chain Recitations, Hymns and Songs. 

Original and Selected. 

By A N D R E w J Ac Ks 0 N DA v I s I 

"A pebblo In the atreamlet eeant 
Baa changed the conrse of many a river; 

A dew-drop on the baby plant 
Bas warped the giant oak forever." 

IF The Lyceum externally is a work of art-its emblems all bearing 
a beautiful meaning-every color having its own divine significance­
every badge telling the story of its group, and every group indicating 
one step higher in progress. The pretty picturesque targets all point 
to the top of the mountain, "Liberty" farthest up the ascent, with the 
white badge tl.uttering wing-like upward, and beckoning to the little 
ones at the " Fountain" to gather up their ribbons (red, like the heart­
glow of childhood), and follow to that pearly gate, where the angels 
wait to let them in. Religion is natural-this is one of its most natural 
expressions, leading to harmony, love, and happiness. 

"Suffer little childrAn to come unto me," said the gentle Nazarene, 
11 for of such is the Kingdom of Heaven." Is it strange then that one 
lovely constellation of pure little ones should attract to us the holiest 
and most divine influences? If any doubt that this Lyceum movement 
is an inapiration, let them stand among the Groups a single day; let them 
feel the holy influences that fall in showers from the higher spheres, 
the uprisings of the soul, as involuntarily it answers to the call from its 
true home, the inspirations that fall upon the heart like angel breath· 
ings, thrilling each string with melody, and filling the whole being with 
a yearning for God and Heaven. 

Price, per copy, 70 cents, and 8 cents postage if sent by mail; and 
for I 00 copies, $1i0.00. 

.Address the Publishers, 

WILLI.AM WHITE .e CO., 
108 W ABBINGTON STREKT, BOSTON, MASS., 
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AN EXTRAORDINARY NEW BOOK 

BY ANDREW JACKSON DAVIS, 
JDfTlTLllD, 

A STELLAR KEY 
TO 

THE S.UMMER-LAND. 
PA.RT I. 

ILLnSTLlTBD WlTH Du.GJLUIB Al'ID hGJU.VIXGB or CBLBSTU.L 

SC.ENEBT. 

llen or Science I Thinking llen 11 Indejiendent llen I I I Minda 
ekeptical about the Future 11 11 HERE IS A. BOOK FOR YOU. 

This is the twentieth volume from the pen of the inspired Seer and 
Teacher, ANDREW JACKSON DAVI& He bas heretofore explained the 
wonders or creation, the mysteries of science and philosophy, the order, 
proimi1111, and harmony of Nature in thousands of pages of living inspi­
ration ; he has solved the mystery of Death, and revealed the connection 
between the world of matter and the world or spirits. 

Mr. Davis opens wide the door of future human life, and shows ns where 
we are to dwell when we put aside the garments of mortality for the vest­
ments of angels. He says: "The volume is designed to furnish scien­
tific and philosophical evidences of the existence of an inhabitable 
11pbere or zone among the suns and planetR of space. These evidences 
are indispensable, being adapted to all who seek a 11olid, rational, philo­
sophical foundation on which to rest their hopes or a 11ubstantlal existence 
aftt>r Death." 

1'ie ksllO'M of Olia book an entirely original, and dt"rea ~ mind """ 
tlwughta into channcla hitherto wholly unexplored. · 

The account of the spiritual universe : the immortal mind looking into 
the heavens; the existence of a spiritulli zone ; its possibility and proba­
bility; its formation and scientific certainty: the harmonies of the 
universe; the physical scenery and constitution of the Summer-Land. 
its location, and domestic life in the spheres-are new and wonderfully 
interesting. 

This book is selling rapidly, and will be read by hundred& and 
thousands or persons. Price $1; postage 16c. Liberal discount to the 
trade. 

Address all orders to the Publishers, 

WILLIAM WHITE & 00., 
168 WASHINGTON STREET, 

B 0 8 T 0 N. ll A. 8 8. 
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