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« Bverywhere theories, —surmises,—conjecturcs ; Oh, wha:,”w«nuld I not give
to know something of the life to come—if life to come there be !"'—Sforza.

MAGNA EST VERITAS, ET PREVALEBIT.

SPIRITUALISM.
y

« All newly-discovered truths have, at first, the lot of Etruggl?ng against old beliefs,
but i the end, they are victorious.”—J. IL. Fichte.

“Then the forms of the departed,
Enter at the open door,
The beloved, the true-hearted,
Come to visit me once more.” ~— Longfeilow,

v L,

“Dare 1 say
No spirit ever brake the band,
That stays him from his native land,
Where first he walked when clasped in clay.””  —ZTennyson.

To the Reverend the Synod of the Presbyterian Church
of Otago and Southland—
MAyY 17 rLEASE YoUR REVEREND Sy~Nop—
I have taken the liberty of Dedicating this short pamphlet to you.

First,—Because some of your number are enquiring after the subject of
Spiritualism, and have thought it expedient to give public lectures thereon,
and write essays in a publication entitled Zhe Evangelist.

Second,—Because as teachers of religion, it is part of your duty to carcfully
study all that relates to man’s immortal part, and a future state of existence.

Third,~—Because many of your number, in common with the leaders of
other religious sects, are, I fear, lamentably ignorant of the whole subject.
Hoping your Revercnd Synod will look upon this Dedication with favour,

I subseribe mysclf, your most obedient servant,

A SPIRITUALIST.
Dunedin, 11th January, 1870.

“ All who have been seriously following up the subject [Spiritualism] and have been
gradually coming into communication with their departed friends, bave bit by bit, lost
the four of death. Many indeed look forward to it as to a promotion.— Varley,

“Before you eondemn Spiritualism, or any other novelty, sit down five minutes, and
ask yourself what you know about it? As yet, noman of standing has thoroughly
Eﬂr.Ti“m the matter for the purpose of exposing it, ‘but has been convinced of its
trath.”

“1listory offers no example of a religious belief which, in less than 22 y
attracted such a large body ulr} Disﬂiples__g ’ years, has

“The proportion of the sex among the followers of the faith ma
8s 70 per cent. of men, and 30 per cent. of Efﬂmt‘:ll. ¥ be atated

- “The majority of Spiritualists consists not of ignorant, but of educated and
intelligent persons. Everywhere it has spread from the higher to the lower ranks of
society, and has never taken an opposite direction.
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S __5“2“_-:'::1‘_'?'.'} E:Tfﬁ.,"i'?f‘:‘.?,,_adﬂl‘md by Seeptics in religion, than by those possess-



NE of the questions agitating the minds of the thinkers of the day is—
0 What is Spiritualism? Is it a seciencc? Oris it legerdemain? Is it
animism ¢ Or has it any affinity to electricity or to odic force ? are ever and
anon asked and answered, as was to be expeeted, in many ways. Spi-
ritualists assert the existence of certain phenomena, and state theories for their
appearance, while the non- or anti-spiritualists, are divided in their opinions,
It may be well to shortly state what Spiritualism, as understood by Spiritualists,
really is, and then examine some of the objections which have been urged
against the spiritual theory.

The philosophy of Spiritualism may be summed up in the following asser-
tions :—

First, That man is endowed with an immortal spirit.

Second, That after the death of the body this *spirit” finds itself in a
new phase of existence.

Third, That in this state of existence, spirits manifest themselves to,
and hold communications with, mankind, and thus demonstrate the
reality of the immortality of the soul.

Fourth, That in spirit life tﬂerc 18 progression as infinite as know-
ledge.

To sum up, there is—First, Man’s immortality. Sccond, Spirit commu-
nications. Third, Progression in spivit life.

The proof of these statements rests not on argument, nor on theory. The
Spiritualists point to  facts,” though decluring at the same time, that their
“creed” can stand the most minute serutiny, as being both logical and con-
sistent. Some of the greatest men of the day are produced as witnesses to the
following, among other facts namely :—(1) That matter, such as tables, chairs,
&e., are moved by unseen influences. (2) That intelligent communications
are received to answers put, without human ageney, in a manner yet un-
explained by any known laws. (3) That voices are heard which do not apper-
tain to any one in the flesh, and that substances are scen, called spivits. The
names of gentlemen of eminence who have identified themselves with Spini-
tualism are sufficient to prove that, whatever it may be, it demands investiga-
tion. When such men as Whately, Howitt, Lyndhurst, Dr. Llliotson, Dr.
Asburner, Victor Hugo, Robert Chambers, Alfred Wallace, Gerald Massey,
Professors De Morgan and Varley, Robert Buchanan, Tennyson, Garrison,
Professor Hare, Denton, Mapes, and Judge Edmonds, besides many eminent
Continental scientists, have said they are Spiritualists, it will not do to try f[“_d
explain the phenomena, except on some rational basis. And when Spiri-
tualists assert, that their creed is not new, that the wise in all ages have
expressed their belief in, atall events, some of their tenets, that with Milton,

many have stated that—
“ Millions of spiritual creatures walk the earth )
Upseen, both when we wake, and when we sleep,

Spiritualism assumes an importance which neither ridicule nor denuncmuj:-n
can get rid of.  Moreover, the appeal is not to a system, or to a h‘ﬂﬂ]{ however
revered. Itis to phenomena—to fact. Spiritualists do not say, Believe. Ih:
all -they say, **Come and see.” * Prove all things, and hold fast tha
which is good.”” Moreover, Spiritualism is not confined to a sect, nor to a racc.
Its creed is universal. In all nations, and among all religions it has its dlsm]_:l]':-‘_ﬁ-
Believers in Spiritualism may differ in many respects, and hniljtl vArious belrels,
Lut in the cardinal points of ** Immortality,” * Progression,” and ** Commu-
nication,” they are united.

The phennianﬂ which all acknowledge, have been already stated ; é’tﬂﬂ ﬂ-:"t
when the objeetions are considered, they will be more fully referred to, :
will now be necessary to state how these facts are met. _h‘l‘lu;;c 1s tﬂe
unapimity in the objectors’ camp. There 1s one class who El:zn -
phenomena, another who partially admit it; while some ““"1 e .
be found who admit the facts to the full, and offer vuarious theorics



Those who emphatically deny the existence of the most usual
phenomena, such as table rapping, knocking, writing, music, instrumental
playing, and inspirational speaking, will not be convinced by argument. They
will admit nothing except that which is tangible to their senses. They must
% feel the nail prints” and convince themselves by touch. To such it i useless
to treat of the subject before they have experienced the phenomena. To tell
them that there are thousands of facts that can nnly_ be proved by the festi-
mony of others, is of no avail. “ Let us see,” is their retort. They imagine
that the many learned men who have examined the subject, have not their pe-
netration ; some “ mesmeric sleep” must have blunted their senses. Lef these
clever people appear, and spiritualism will be exposed and *‘found out.” Those
savans have an opportunity of proving their sincerity in their own ability.—
Signor Damiani, an Italian of distinction, has recently published the following
offers :—

“] challenge you, or either of you, [George Henry Lewes and Professor
Tyndall] or any of the public, who, like you, disbelieve in the genuine cha-
racter of spiritualistic phenomena, to deposit in the hands of any well known
London banker, whom you or they may name, the sum of five hundred gui-
neas, and I pledge myself, to immediately deposit in the same bank a like
amount—the ownership of such sum of one thousand guineas, {o depend upon
my proving by evidence sufficient to establish any fact in history, or in a cri-
minal or ¢ivil court of Justice—

“ First—That intelligent communications and answers to questions put, pro-
ceed from dead and inert matter, in a manner inexplicable by any generally
recognised law of nature.

‘“ Secondly-—That dead and inert matter does move without the aid of any
mechanical, or known chemical agency, and in defiance of all the admitted

laws of gravitation.
“ Thirdly—That voices appertaining to no one in the flesh are heard to speal,

and hold rational converse with men,

“A jury of twenty-four gentlemen, twclve to be chosen by each party,
(such jury to consist exclusively of members of the learned professions and
literary men), to decide whether or not, the facts contained in the above pro-
positions are conclusively proved per fesfes, 1. e., by witnesses of established
character. A majority of the twenty-four to decide. If the verdict be, that
these facts have nof been established, the thousand guineas are to belong to
the party accepting this challenge ; if the verdict be, that these facts are esta~
blished, the thousand guineas to be mine. '

“ Secondly—Immediately upon the above wager being decided either Way
[ offer a like challenge of five hundred guineas, (to be met on the other side a;
above)—the ownership of this second sum of one thousand guineas to depend
upon the establishment of the facts contained in the propositions already given
by experiments conducted in the actual presence of the twenty-four gentlemeﬁ
who have decided the previous wager; the verdict of the majority to decidc
in this case likewise. In either case, the seances are to be conducted in an
public or private building, which the jury may select, and which may b{
available for the purpose. The result of these challenges (if accepted and de-
cided) to be advertised by the victorious party at the expense of the defeated
party in all the London daily papers.” Iere is an opportunity for those who
talk of “jugglery,” *“chicanery,” and “ humbug,” distinguishing themselves !
frl;[lurenwr, th-;re are many mediums now, to whom the?r can go, and tcst-

¢ matfer for themselves, and perhaps 18 1 s Py i AP
iﬂ‘%ﬂlﬁgﬂtiﬂn. ) I ps this is the proper mode of

ere is, however, another class of objectors who do not use ar
test their main stay on ridicule. To ‘the:lil it is a subject of fnzx%?;:ﬁlilstﬂa%ﬁ
laughter. T hey, as a class, have always flourished in the world. There has
never been a discovery, never an mvention, but what these extraordinary wise
people were there to ridicu'e, As Galvani has said, so may the Spiri{ualiat

explanation.



repeat—* 1 am attacked by two very opposite (?) sects, the scientists and the
know-nothings. Both laugh at me, calling me ‘ the frogs’ dancing-master’
Yet I know I have discovered ome of the greatest forces in nature.” But
“ ridicule” never yet proved a theorem or solved a problem. Laughter is the
last respurce of small minds, and used when a subject is stated to them that
they cannot comprehend. What better than to exercise the risible faculties,
when their minds get bewildered—what an air of self-importance it gives 1—
Every gquack knows the potency of ridicule, but when it is the mainstay of the
anti-gpiritualists, most educated people will be inelined to question its power
and influence. DBesides these two classes, there is yet another who make vast
assertions. A pamphlet recently published in Melbourne by a Mr Turner, isa
sample of the * logic™ of this class, Mr Turner makes the following four
statements :—*‘ (1) That the belief in such a power is not warranted by the
results. (2) That the nature of the testimony on which it relies for support is
eminently unsatisfactory. (3) That its teachings are vague, contradictory,
often mercenary, and inextricably confounded with fraud and chicane. (4)
That its acceptance as an article of belief can only be accomplished by an en-
tire surrender of our reasoning and enquiring facultics, and a practical denial
of those fundamental cosmic laws, on which alone true science can rest.” Now,
would it be believed, that Mr Turner begins to prove his easc by denying the
existence of nine-tenths of the phenomena which he pretends to explain? Ilis
explanations to get rid of the facts are, * stupefaction eaused by a phase of
hypnotism !" and *“ It has been justly said, that the very disposition to look
for eomething out of the ordinary course of nature, makes one incapable for
the time of distinguishing what actunally happens, from what is cxpected to
happen.” So that Mr Turner, who has never witnessed any of the higher
phenomena, while admitting the lower, bas to talk of * stupcfaction” and
““ hypnotism,” and to explain the lower, uses animal magnetism, mesmerism, od
force, **or, whatever we call these mysterious phenomena which have been
almost reduced to a science by Reichenbach, &e.” In lact, anything soon I
than admit the spirit theory. As for Mr Turner's fourth ground, that Spmi-
tualism is against cosmiec {u,ws—«-this means that Mr Turner understands all
the cosmic laws, and is as valuable an argument as has been urged against
these very mysterious (!) forces he hesitates how to designate. There is no-
thing new but what the would-be scientific men, meet by saying, * Butif this
were true, a great many of our theories wounld be upset, and sooner than allow
that, why not state it is against the fundamental cosmic laws on whieh alone
true science can rest. It is the old story of the Paduan professor of philosophy
and Galileo. Look through the telescope—of course, not, It is agiinst cosmie
laws, and would be a surrender of * our reasoning and enquiring faculties.

There are, however, other objections offered. and theories glttem;:.ted to x.hﬂ
made out by scientific men ; some say: (1) Spiritualismis od foree, NC.
(2) Animism. (3) The development of an intelligence by cmanation from our
bodies who without our knowing anything about it, form themselves mtoa
distinct personality that raps, writes, and carrics on general conversation,
makes witty and moral observations—but thinks profoundly.

(1) Spiritualism cannot be od force. Od foree has no mt{:]hgﬂnlcﬂ. 1“ "tt
best is stimply matter ; it has no life, has no knﬂ“’lﬂdf-’:ﬂ.; and wanting me.'
the phenomena are inexplicable on such a theory. It 18 somewhat strange,
_that Reichenbach and Dr. Ashburner who have done so much te acquaint the
public with the cxistence of “ odyle,” should have _cﬂnﬁ_:sﬁt--:l l_h.a::'msr_vhres Fpn::j
tualists. Neither ean cleetriecity aid the anti-spiritualists, lhf: +H‘t'ﬂ5t T;ﬂt‘r[
cleetrician in Dritain is an avowed Spiritualist.  Iow can Elﬂﬂtl:lﬂlf.l]. act : :
must be set in motion.  If a telegraphic communication is received, It_lis nln‘
caused by clectricity, the cleetrie fluid is only the medium, Ih::rclz mus’fﬁ ‘Jt.'“tr'-:.
operator.  But ncither cleetricity, nor od foree, nor any ”i_"}l’l’ff ch::’" \
rious [}} forces” ean explain one tithe of the occurrences at ‘"'h ""I.f“ il
musienl instrument played by unseen operators, or P“"'!‘:"f"ﬁ Uehies UL
without touch, scem strange things for a mere foree to perform.



(2.) Then there is animism, or mind acting on mind. - While granting
that the action .of “mind on mind,”’ is but imperfectly understood, and that
there exists a kind of brain telegraphy, that our savans are, as yet, totally
ignorant of ; yet this brain theory cannot account for one }}“‘1{1““1'3[1 part of
the phenomena nightly witnessed at spiritual seances. This theory at ounce
fails if a communication is received, In answer to a mental question, pf &
nature which the questioner did not understand. To be of any avail in
accounting for Spiritualism, it must be shown thfat the answer given to the
verbal question, was known to the questioner. There are thousands of in-
stances on record, in which the questioner was totally ignorant of the answer
received.  To take an example from Owen’s * Footfalls”: The wife of
Captain Wheateroft, residing in Cambridge, dreamed she saw her husband,
(then in India.) She immediately awoke, and looking up, she perceived the
same figure standing by her bedside. Ie appeared in his uniform, &e¢. She
did not sleep that night. . . . ., . In due course, a telegram arrived,
stating that Capt. Wheateroft had been killed before Lucknow, on the 15th
November. A certificate was obtained from the War Office to the same EEEFt-
Mr. Wilkinson being informed of the incident visited a friend, W-hﬂsel"i:rlf'e
has all her life had perceptions of apparitions. He related to them the vision,
when Mrs. N, suddenly said, ** That must be the very person I saw on the
evening we were talking of India.”” In answer to Mr. Wilkinson’s questions,
she stated, she learncd he had been killed in India, about nine o’clock in the
evening by a wound in the breast. She did not recollect the date, but on
enquiry she remembered she had paid a tradesman’s bill on the same evening,
and on bringing it to Mr Wilkinson for inspection, the receipt dore dafe the
14tk November. Three months afterwards a letter was received from a friend
of Capt. Wheateroft's, Capt. G. C. wherein it was stated that the Captamn had
been killed on the 1442, not on the 15th, and that Sir Colin Campbell’s
despatches were so far incorvect. The War Office corrected the mistake, and
a new certificate was issued. Now this incident is of itsclf sufficient to show,
that ammism cannot explain the phenomena. The “unreason” of this
explanation is only on a par with others which anti-spiritualists are in the
hahit of addueing.

(3.) The last theory offered by scientific men which will at present be
noticed, 1s one which does not require much argument to dispose of. Itis
nothing more nor less, than an attempt to make out that “ emanations” from
a certain number of living persons, become created into a distinet personality,
endowed with buman powers. The very fact thata “ personality” must be
created for such seance, and that when the * emanations” cease, this newly
created “ individuality ” must cease also, proves that some people will go any
lenzth to explain away Spiritualism sconer than admit its theorv. When
however, it is remembered that the same *spirit” is present at different
seances, and shaws that it possesses *“ a memory,” and relates incidents known
only to a few, and not to those present, the absurdity of this last explanation
becomes more plain. Se much for the “explanations " offered by those who
term themselves seientific men.

There are yet two objections urged against Spiritualism. (1.} That it is
unseriptural, and from the Evil One. {2.) Granting that it is all that it
pretends to be, What good is it? or the ewi bono argument ? It is unwise to
use this argument of being contrary to the Bible, nay, when it is remembered
how this same objection has been brought forward against almost all new
discoveries uf_ God’s laws, it 1s dangerous. There was hardly ever a discﬂvEry,
or a reformation, but what was contrary to Scripture, or instigated by, what
19 te‘rme_{], f.he Devil. Astronomy, chemistry, magnetism, all had to meet’
these objections ; and even Christ’s teaching was of Beelzebub. But Spiritual-
ists are not afraid to meet those who urge such arguments, They assert that
t all rehglmns are to be found facts witnessing the truth of their creed, and
that the Bible is a vast reeord of Spirvitual manifestations. They point to the



Urim and Thummim, to the interruption of Balaam on his way to bless Balak
(Numb. xxii. 24, 25), to the rclease of Samson (Judg. xv. 14, &ec.), to what
huppened.m Daniel {Dan. x, 10), to that writing on the wall in Belshazzar's
feast, which so amazed his gay company (Dan. v.), to the taking of Ezekiel
by a lock of his hair, and the lifting of him up between the earth and the
heavens ' (Ezek. viii. 13), as all evidences of Spiritualism. And when one
remembers the thousands of incidents in the Old and New Testaments, and the
admission by those who term themselves Christians, of the rcality of all these
phenomena, one is lost in amazement at the denial of the existence of Spirit
Communion by those very persons. Was it not anangel that spoke to llagar in
the desert, and showed her where to quench her thirst? And what of angels
visiting Abraham, Lot, Elijah, Jacob, Moses, Zachariah, and almost all the
patriarchs and prophets # Some may say, but angels and spirits are not iden-
tical. The Hebrew word “ angel” is used in identically the same way as our
word *“ spirit.”” And it is worthy of notice, that the angels that were seen, as
recorded in the Bible, appeared as men, and were addressed and replied to the
questions put to them, as men. Moses and Elias, men well known in Jewish
history, were seen by Jesus and his disciples. The angel that appeared to
John, as stated in the Revelations, declared himself to be *“ of thy brethren
the prophets.” Both of these facts evidencing that Spirit Communication was
then possible.

The new Testament incidents ought also to be noticed, did space allow. The
announcement of the births of John and Jesus, the appearance of angels to
the shepherds, and to Joseph, the release of Peter from prison, are all proofs
of the reality of Spirit cxistenee and Spirit communication. Indeed Jesus’
statement, that the angels take an intercst in the reformation of the erring,
(Luke xvi. and Mat. xviil.) is abundantly proved by the daily occurrences at
the seances, held all over the world. Those, who wish to decry Spiritualism
as being unseriptural, should be very chary of this appeal, “to the law and
to the testimony,” for they are witnesses against them. See Acts v,, viL, x.
Acts xii. xvi., ete. Romans 1., cte., ete.

The other statement made is, “but they are net good spirits.” Says one
very intelligent writer, * We know the wicked have neither * peace’ nor ‘rest.”
(Isainh xlviii, 22, and lvii, 21); but, on the other hand we have no ground
for supposing God permits Ilig saved ones to held like intercounrse. TI}E tenor
of Scripture would render such an idea untenable—they sleep—roest In Jesus
Christ.” Hence, Moses and Eling, and all the spirits that have in ancient and
modern times appearcd were wicked! The only answer that ought to be given to
such assertions, is the one Jesus used, when acensed of being aided and inspired
by this ““Evil One,” who, by the by, is ultimately, according to popular
orthodox notions, to be more successful than God— Can a kingdom {!n‘uirﬂ
against itself stand.” Moreover does it not scem strange that wicked
spirits alone know and take an interest in what is transpiring in the world 7—
The communications received are of a nature which precludes the very idea of
wicked, or evil spirits ulone having the power of communicating. It all the
spirits nre wicked, Hades cannot be the very bad I::hme which some folks pamt
it. Therc is an intimate acquaintance shown with the world, and intercst
taken in reseuing erving mortals from cvil eourses, which are very f’"e‘fhmblﬁ
indeed to those whom some people imagine are *“ sweltering in fiery torments.
Assertions like these ‘are happily now.a-days not treated with much respeet.
The idea of an * Evil One” ruling over an infernal world, and Im-m'lmg forth
millions of ficnds to seduce and destroy men, and being successful, 1s now re-
cognised by most sensible people, as exploded. If God is good and alm ighty,
it is monstrous to believe iu such a creed. In fact, this habit of attributing,
what cannot be clearly understood without paticnt investigatio, to evil spirits,
is a very old one, and one that has been much used by the popular ”{hgmuﬁ
teachers of the period. Let the old test of * By their fruils ye shall know



them,” be ﬂpp“t'Eﬂ to S iri'tualigm, and 1t wil} I":E f?llﬂd ﬂ"m;. thl'."i so-called
« Byil spirits inculeate principles and practices indicating no 1nicrnal purpose,
but rather missions of merey, purity, Justice, bﬂﬂﬂ‘*’ﬂlﬁﬂ?e: hgmamty v

The last objection which will be noticed, 18 the' question often put by thﬂa‘e
who are unable to deny the evidences of Spiritualism ; :""h“ haw.a to confess 1t
is not mesmerism, galvanism, od force, or any mere ° mysterious fm-cfls in
nature;” who are not afraid to say, (fur this Efge 1§ not in love with I'ﬂ.ElI'tJ?I' ﬂm)
that the * Biblical” and * Devil” argument is also pntenahIE, but, Wh“_t good
will it do to humanity ? Iverything, say these philosophers, must be judged
by an utilitarian standard, and Spirituahsm—cu bono? If S piritualism did no
more good than prove man’s immortality, that of 1tﬂe_lf' would ]:-e E, great boon.
What is the basis of all religion? Is it not man’s immortality ¢ And swhat
proof have we of it by reason alone? Examine the ponderous tomes which
have been published to prove it, and what do they continually have to fall back
upon—man’s consciousness,  And if Feuerbach’s argument be noticed in con-
nection therewith, how weak a one it is, most will confess. If Ej)lr:tualt§m 15
true, then the immortality of the soul requires no further proof—aund this of
itsclf entitles it to the respeet of all. But Spiritualism stops not here; it 1s
not content with the proof of such a fact however desirable. It aims at
reconeiling Science with Religion, now so unhappily divorced; and as an
American paper has said—‘¢ As a theory of religion, the devclopment of these
ideas will prove, without question, the most revolutionary movement which
ecclesiasticism has confronted since the Reformation.” Spiritualism asserts that
Christianity has become in many places a white-washed paganism, that under
the guise of Christ’s teachings, practical atheism and materialism lie hid, and
ever and anon come to the surface. What a speetacle does Christian Europe,
nay, Christian Great Britain and Treland present? Arve Jesus’ teachings of
much avail? Spiritualism comes not with ¢ thirty-nine™ or even nine articles of
faith. It has very few, * God the Father,” man’s immortality and progression -
and spirit communion, are the articles of its erced.  As such, itis pure Chris-
tianity, the doctrines which Christ tanght his diseiples. William owitt,
whom none ean accuse of being antichristian or infidel, has said, *The best
that can be said of modern theology, as sold and taught by the elergy, who
purchase the right to sell it, 1s, that it is an ENorMoUs HUMBUG, and a most
scandalous libel on the name of Christ, which is thus impudently assumed by a
public which serves Mammon with all its heart, and lives in ‘ the pomps and
vanities of this wicked world,” which their daring sponsors have sworn that
they shall renounce.,” Such is William Howitt’s opinion, and is there not
some truth in his sirictures? Spiritualism aims at reformation, and it is this
aim which has allured to its ranks, mer tinged withh Materialism, men who
with fear were looking for a * desolate perhaps.” Let those, then, who, as
yet, know nothing of Spiritualism, investigate the subject, and before hand be
prepared, if need be, to rclinquish part of their former beliefs. Let them be
prepared to hear the oft repeated assertion, ““As the tree fulleth so shall it lie,”
contradicted—prepared to hear that in a future life there is progression as in-
finite as knowledge. “ To go on teaching that a sinner confessing the error of
his ways, will ascend at once to the presence of God, and that all others will
descend to the Prince of darkness; that by some heavenly hocus-pocus, sinners
leprous with sin to t}m very soul’s core, will be miraculously converted into
saints, and made ﬁlttljng denizens of the higher of the only two regions of
the nvisible world is,” says William Howitt, “a process as unfounded as
any Seriptural assurance, as it is in open contradiction to the whole analogy
of God’s economy, which is one gradual change from good to evil, and
evil to good.”

In conclusion,—There are no doubt many objections urged against Spirit-
ualism which have not been noticed, such as darkness at seances, ete. The
works published on Spiritualism are so numerous, thas any one wishing to see
both sides of the subject, has ample opportunities ; the design of this short
vamphlet was more to_call atiention to the subject, than anything clse. As for |
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darkness being necossar{ at some of the seances, it muy be stated that darkpees
is necessary for the production or manifestation of many forees in nature, g
inquirers are rcferred to the numerous books (upwards of 400 vols ) published
by J. Burns, Southampton-row, Holborn, London, W.C., and others for fu))
explanation. Spiritualists are at present placed in no enviable position, As
Mons. Pierart has said, *“ As for us, we are poor fools, ridiculous ereatures
imbeetles, and that because we have the candour to avow that we t-xuminﬂl.
studied, experimented, felt, handled, and have determined the evidences uf
facts, whilst you have seen nothing, know nothing, and who, notwithstanding
deny hardily, are sages, people of sense, oracles perfeetly infallible.” This i,
no doubt, the cause of the number of Nicodemeans to be found in the Spirit-
ualists’ ranks.

That in New Zealand—in every province—there are vast numbers of Spiri-
tualists, is well known, but as yet there is no sufficient organisation. It is
hoped, however, the time is not far distant, when the example of other places
will be emulated, and progressive lyceums, &e., be founded. With a spiritual
ereed of ‘*One God, one belief in immm'tulit}r, and one common d{gs.:,‘j,uj,', i1
the great To Come,”” there is not much fear of progress.

That there will be © buffetings,” *‘ ridicule,” and * nonsensical reasoning,”
to endure, 1s well known, but as A. J. Davis has said, * The commandments
of truth are high and imperious ; and her true disciples never hesitate to fol-
low whitbersoever she leads. Any theory, hypothesis, sect, creed, or insti-
tution that fears investigation, openly manifusts its own error.””  And therefore
notwithstanding the crics that will be raised of * Our craft is in danger,” and
“ Great is Diana of the Ephesians,” the words of M. Pierart may bu quoted :—
“To you, Spiritualists, will belong the glory to have been the first to clear
this great consolatory way, to have prepared a new era. Ilave faith, then,
combine your efforts, associate your intelligence—your exertions—propagate
the Truth. It is given to you to prove the existence of the benefits which flow
from the Divine inspiration, and which are diffused through all nature, .
till we learn to understaud and to avail ourselves of them.”

—ADDENDA.—

A friend, who has looked over the proof, suggests that some mention should
be made of the wonderful cures effected by Spiritual Mediums by the laymng
on of hands, ete. Space will not allow a lengthened notice; it may, however,
be stated that the Zouave, M. Jacob, at Paris, and Dr. J. R. Newton,
of Bloomer House, Buffalo, New York, U, S., and the Rev. Mr Young, Church
of England clergyman, of Wiltshire, are three noted healing mediums, and that
at their command the paralytic walk—the Dblind see—the deaf hear, and
diseascs of long standing are removed. In the * Banner of Light™ for Octo-
ber 21, 1869, names of persons, well kuown in America, arc given, who have
been cured by Dr. Newton, and if there were any quackery in the curcs
the 4000 journals in America would surely have exposed it. Hundreds visit
healing mediums, and many cures as wonderful as those performed by Christ
and His Apostles, are effected, thus evidencing that the miracles performed by
Christ were not myths, nor confined to one age.

The Moderator of the Presbyterian Synod, who has just retired, Et_-'ltfﬂ
in his sermon, that Spiritualism, or rather as he termed it “a new infidelity 5
had made astonishing progress throughout the civilised world, and 5‘—"-"“;1
destined to spread still further. Apparently he imagines theﬁ vitality of the
orthodox faith has reccived a rude shock which the clergy will need at ﬂn]fe
to see to. So impressed indeed are some of the clergy with this idea, that l]:":
opening address of the newly-clected moderator, was 2 jeremiade Over ‘lhE
non-success of the Church. It is well to see that seme, at all events, of ‘]; '-:
clergy are a live to the * Signs of the Times.” Might it not h:e 5ugg:¢st:ted t i
Spiritualism, considering the manner in which it has been reccived—its h.lfcﬂfifu
lJCiItg without ‘{}B.'l'ilui:l—i-is d(‘ﬁtinqd to be a ¢ Faith to the 11111111?11'11‘_-? ;1. ,-
are erying afier gome help to get rid of the cold materialism which stares them TrE"; face:
And may vot God our Futher by thus blessing this new philosonhy e fau-hice
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