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TRANSLATOR'S INTRODUCTION. 

A connection of several years with the :l\Iasonio press, during two 

of which he edited and published T !Le American Freemason's Mag

azt"ne, afforded the translator of this work opportunities fot· reading 

all that in the English language had been published concerning th' 

origin and history of Freemasonry, of valuing all that was reason

able, and rejecting much that was traditional, npochryphal, romantic 

and false. In 1861, and after he had, in consequence of tbe tben 

disturbed condition of the country, suspended the publication of his 

magazine, he acciden tally became introduced by a brother of rank 

and education in the Fraternity at New York to the earlier work of 

Bao. REDOLD, and after a hasty perusal, stored it among the few 

effects of a citizen soldier for future and, should opportuuity offer, 

more leisure study. From that study, within the past year, the 

decision to translate and publish had been evolved, when he became 

possessed of the later work of BRo. REnOLD, and from both he has 

compiled that which he now presents and dedicates to the Fraternity 

in America. In doing so, his conviction is fixed that at no previous 

time has he been able to benefit that Fraternity to so great a degreo 

as he now docs, by translating and publishing this work. 
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l PREFACE. 

BEFORE I make known to the reader the motives which inspired 

this history of Freemasonry, I beg permission to give here a. suc

cinct C<lnfession of faith. 

Since the moment when the principles of Freemasonry were 
< 

shown me, I have made this institution a particular study, with 

much more fervor than that with which I have studied the relig

ion taught me in my youth; because, by the light of reflection 

t.nd experience, I found the latter crowded with contradictions and 

puerilities, while the former offered logic and harmony according 

with the idea of a Divinity imbued with wisdom, clemency, power, 

and love. 

When circumstances occasioned me to take up my residence in 

this celebrated city, (Paris), at a time when its :Masonic temples 

were recovering from the effects of the political tumults of 1847, 

my heart found itself going out toward that fraternal society, 

wherein, of all others, I most expected to enjoy the pleasures of 

morality and brotherly love. But I am free to confess, as then 

conducted, the labors of the lodges left much to desire; and I 

found that the reproaches addressed to ~Iasonry in Paris by the 

most serious authors, such as Thory, Bazot, Chemin-Dupontes 

Ragon, Clavel, Des Etangs, J uge, and ~foreau, were entirely justi 
fiable. 

And, notwithstanding that there are few places upon the globe 

where the ~iasonic fraternity has produced results more powerful 

and efficacious than at Paris-where the concentration of sixty-
2 (xvil) 



... 
KVlll PREF.ACE. 

one lodges in the same locality permit the most complete l.!ni"y 

in a financial point, and present moral and intellectual resources 

so powerful to accomplish so much, not alone in the connection 

of educating the people, but also of founding other humanitarian 

institutions-yet it is necessary to state that there is no place in 

the world where the dissipation of moral strength is so manifest, 

and where the :Masonic fraternity has done so little for suffering .. 
humanity, as in this same Paris, when we consider the great number 

of Freemasons who here reside. 

But that which struck me above all, in assisting at the work 

of the lodges of Paris, was the total want of intelligent :Masonic 

instruction-a reproach which the authors named have so often 

made--the labors of the lodges being altogether confined to the 

ceremonies of initiation, the regular lectures, and the administra

tion of their affairs. And it is to this circumstance, principally, 

that it is necessary to attribute the indifference so generally mani

fested for Freemasonry among the wealthy and intellectual Paris

ians; for the greater portion of the intellectual initiates, finding 

nothing in the society, such as they expected, to attract their 

attention, after attending a few meetings, fall off, in the belief 

that Freemasonry has no moral signification to justify the consid

eration they had been induced to accord to it. 

These observations are painful to Freemasons convinced of tho 

high object and deep signification of Freemasonry, and who believe 

it destined to become one day the religion of all nations; and these 

observations apply happily but to Paris, for, in all other portions 

of France, :Masonry is much better estimated, and consequently its 

value is much better appreciated than in the capital. 

This lack of instruction of which I speak is more apparent in 

the superior initiations called "high degrees/' or, to speak more 

correctly, it is there entirely absent. By all, however, by whom 

:Masonry is estimated, :Masonic instruction is looked upon as a 

sacred duty due to those who are received into its bosom, and that 
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instruction should be extended not only to all that concerns itl'l 

history, its object, and the doctrines of the institution, but to all 

that is interesting to the friend of humanity and the lover of his 

race. And here we can not refrain from quoting a passage which 

we find proceeding from the pen of brother Cesar "i\Ioreau, of 1\Iar

~eilles, and published in his journal, The Ma~nic lVorld: 

"From this state of things there resulted an Order 1 which, 

while it embraced the universality of the nations, and drew within 

its bosom many of the notabilities of all races, is compelled to 

ignore its nature, its origin, its spirit, and its object; and to 

acknowledge that its traditions are forgotten or altered; that we 

have substituted some novelties contrary to the genius of l\Iasonry; 

that the initiated fail to perceive any thing of mystery beyond the 

ceremonies and the ornaments of the lodge, and do not suspect 

that a hidden meaning is attached to the knowledge conveyed by 

the symbols. Thus :Masonry in unfaithful to its high destiny. 

This society, which, according to the ideas of its founders, h~ 

entitled to the first place in the system of civilization, is allowed 

co march in the " rear of that system. While progress in every 

other condition is manifest, it alone is stationary, if not falling 

behind in the march of human improvements. The most powerful 

of all human agencies, by reason of its immense association and the 

facilities afforded by i~ multiple correspondence, Freemasonry is 

1 'fhe editor of the Masonic 1Vorld is lhe only French author who has 
admitted that material architecture hn8 probably given birth to moral archi
tecture; and yet, making of Freemasonry an Order, finds himself in accord 
with aU of his predeeessors. This opinion, however, so generally that of 
the French MaSQn~, is entirely erroneous; for Freemasonry never was au 
Order. Its origin wns a fraternity; nnd that its transformation, from a cor
poration of artisans to a philosophical institution, did not change its cha.r
aeter, is proven in the most incontestible manner by its own Constitution, 
which, adopted in 1717, and published by the Grand Lodge of England in 
1723, is entitled "Constitution of the Ancient and Respectable Fraternity of 
Freemasons." 
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to-day utterly powerless to enlighten its own members, to say 

nothing of enlightening the rest of mankind." 

All the French a.uthors, except ·Moreau, have placed the vrigin 

of l?reemasonry in the mysteries of the East; and the l\Iasters of 

our lodges, as well as the commonly received lecture of its history, 

tend to perpetuate this erroneous idea. The work of Alexander 

~rhory, entitled "Acta Latomorum," and that of B. Clavcl, entitled 

"Histoire Pittoresque de la Fran~-ma9onnerie," must be placed 

among the most remarkable of Masonic publications; but they 

are, nevertheless, incomplete and fragmentary. In the history by 

B. Clavel, it is true he mentions the colleges of Roman architects; 

but, always preoccupied, in common with his predecessors, in 

seeking a remot.er origin fur Freemasonry in the mysteries of the 

.East, he fails to perceive that it was precisely within tbese colleges 

that the birth of Freemasonry took place. 

The authors who pretend-and their number is very great-that 

I\-Iasonry originated at the construction of Solomon's Temple, are 

. led into this error by the numerous allusions to that construction 

which have place among the lectures of our lodges of to-day. 

Those authors who believe that Freemasonry proceeded from the 

society of the Rose-Cross, founded in 1616, by Valentine Andrea, 

a profound philosopher,1 who, in founding it, had in view the 

beautiful design of reforming the world-a society which was 

propagated by Christian Rose-Croix,:~ renewed afterward by the 

renowned philosopher, Lord Bacon, and put in practice by the 

famous antiquary, Elias Ashmole, in 1646-are led into this error 

by the fact that this society was reBusci tatOO, under :Masonic forms, 

I See his work, "La Reformation," etc. 
2 There appeared1 in 1616, a new work, entitled "La Noce Ohemique de 

Christian Rose- Oroix." This name of Rose-Cross is itself a.llegoricn.l. Tho 
cross represented the sanctit.y of union, and the rose the image of discretion; 
c;hese two words united signifying a. holy discretion. 
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m G ~rmany, in 1767; and yet others, who attribute its foundation 

to the partisans of the Stuarts,1 or to Christopher 'Vren, architect, 

in 1690, are led into this error by the transformation of Free

masonry from an exclusively operative to an excluRively philo

sophic institution having t~ken place about this time. 

Independently of the serious authors mentioned, there may be 

found a certain number of pretending historians, who, concerning 

the origin of Freemasonry, have advanced assertions as absurd as 

ridiculous. Among them we find those who represent God him

self as the first Freemason,2 and Paradise as the first sanctuary 

of the lodge! 'Ve find another author who pretends that the 

archangel :Michael was Grand ~laster of the first lodge that the 

children of Seth held after the murder of Abell 3 Others, who 

maintain that Noah was the founder of :Masonry; and yet others, 

who as stoutly assert that it originated at the construction of the 

Tower of Babel on the plains of Shinar. From this mass of con

tradictory opinions, A. Thory, in the preface to his work already 

named, deduced an opinion which he thus expresses: 

"The general opinion among the most distinguished Freemasons 

is, that it is impossible to write a general history of Freemasonry 

which will bear any approach to correctness in dates and authen

ticated facts. ?tl. De Bonn ville has asserted that ten ages. of man

kind would not suffice for such a work. Others have expressed, 

and yet others have repeated the same idea, while to-day those of 

1 See, in the "Acta Latomorum.," by A. Thory, the fragment upon the origin 
of the Society of Freemasons, translated from the second volume of the 
w<>rk "Versuch ii.ber die Bescltuldigungen wider den TempelherrenO'l'dtn," etc., by 
Nicolni. This fragment of a German work, extracted and admitted by 
Thory, proves that he himself had no sett.led opinion upon the origin of 
Freemasonry; for other-wise we can not comprehend how, to give a just ide" 
in his work of the o1igin of the institution, he could hn ve chosen to cop1 
from a wol"k which, in his opinion, hnd no hi~toric Ynlue in this connection. 

2 See the work of Le Frane, entitled "Voile kve pour lu Ourieux." 
s "Le t'Tai Franc-Ma~on," by Enoch, 1773. 
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the members of the association who, by their talents and theh 

lights, could be expected to undertake the task with success, have 

never essayed it, persuaded that it is beyond their strength. 

" In seeking for the true cause of such digcouragement, we 

believe it consists in the extreme difficulty of procuring the 

proper documents, the secret memoirs, the polemic and didactic 

writings; in fact, the necessary manuscript and printed informa

tion as to the history of the institution. This obstacle, if not 

insurmountable, is certainly exceedingly difficult; and we are free 

to state that, were it not that the extensive library of the mother 

lodge of the Scotch Rite had, with its rare and valuable manu

scripts, been placed at our disposal, we never would have attempted 

the labor· of which this our work is the result." 

It is, in fact, to the insufficiency of the materials that it is 

necessary to attribute the fact that since the work of Dr. Ander

son, first published in London in 1723, and subsequently to the 

number of five separate editions, no writer has attempted to pro

duce a general history of Freemasonry, believing the problem of 

its origin insoluble; and, therefore, they have been forced to treat 

it from a philosophical point of view, and place its origin among 

the mysteries of antiquity. 

It is these considerations which determined me to extract from , 
the numerous mate·rials which I have gathered, during a number 

of years, with the intention of one day filling a void in :Masonic 

literature, and publish a history of our institution free from the 

superstitions and traditions with which it has been continually 

surrounded; and, in this object, I have resolved to unite, in a 

synoptic table, all that is afforded the most interesting, to the end 

that the erroneous opinions upon its origin may be dissipated, and 

a juot and instructive idea of the principles and object of Free

masonry be afforded. 

In treating in a manner indicative of my own convictions this 
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~enerd b.:.,t.'t.T \f Freemasonry, I have endeavored to demon

~t.rate--

1. i'~-"~ :n\.lit iJ not only the cradle of the human race, but the 

count1·y whcrdn rtay be found the source of all the religions of 

the worht 

2. That, iu h"1 antiquities, India offers us a civilization the 

most advanced, mJ Fs abundantly proven by her colossal monu

ments, which h~F\"€ uxisted for at least six thousand years. 

3. That from Illl1ia have proceeded science and philosophy. 

4. That we fiL:l1 in her sacred books, the Vedas, a sublime 

doctrine, practiced by the Buddhist Samaneens, and which pre

sents the most striking resemblance to the primitive Christian 

doctrine. 

5. That these same Vedas recount the creation of the world in 

a manner corresponding to the description contained in the sacred 

books of the Persians and the He brews, but with the difference 

that in the Vedas the description has an, entirely figurative sense, 

while the sense conveyed by the Hebrew Scriptures, as given to 

us, is actual. 

6. That the religion of the Hindoos-their science and philos

ophy-passed into Persia and Chaldea, and subsequently to Ethi

opia, and from thence to Egypt. Afterward, returning invested 

with other forms, it is found to exist at present in t~e former . 
countries. 

l\Iy readers may be assured that intentions the most pure have 

guided me in this work, and that, while I have communicated 

the results of the philosophical researches of the most profound 

thinkers, I have to my readers awarded the task of harmonizin€" 

these truths- with their own l\'lasonic and religious ideas. 

In this work I believe I have omitted nothing which would 

interest a young :Mason. Herein he will find the origin of the 

mysteries of antiquity, as also the origin of all religions, and the 

connections which the ancient religions and mysteries bear to 

• 
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those of the present day; also, the degrees of civilization of the 

ancient peoples, the true origin of Freemasonry, its history, and 

in that history each historic fact, each important monument

whether of antiquity or of the middle ages-which appertain to 

that history, each document, each usage, each important name of 

which mention should be made; and, having done this, I leave to 

tho reader to judge of the actual condition and importance of this 

institution from the tables of the lodges exist.ing on the globe, 

and the c6untrieo wherein Freemasonry has spread and its doc

trines are practiced. 
EMMANUEL REBOLD. 

EAST o:r PARIS. November, 1~. 
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REPORT 
OF THE COMMITTEE INTRUSTED WITH THE EXAMINAflON 

OF THE WORK OF BRO. REDOLD, ENTITLED "GEN

ERAL HISTORY OF FREE~IASONRY." 

BRo. REnOLD having requested the undersigned to examine ·his 
History of Freemasonry, and report their opinion thereof, it is 
with the most lively interest that we comply with his wishes. 

In our opinion it is impossible to put together, in a manner 
more instructive and more concise, so many facts and dates in so 
few pages. All is comprised in the work of Bro. Rebold-facts, 
historical and geographical, as well as chronological; all is arranged 
by the hand of a master; and we can, without exaggeration, say 
that it is the first l\Iasonic history truly worthy of this name which 
has ever appeared in France. 

All the works that we possess speak of l\Iasonry as an institu
tion of an illusory character, and its origin merely traditional, if 
not apocryphal; but Bro. Rebold, on the contrary, taking hold 
of it at its birth, follows its growth and extension through the 
different phases of its career, from nation to nation, and from cen
tury to century, and supports his every statement with facts and 
dates and names, and the edifices and monuments of antiquity. 

]!any pages might be profitably filled with even a cursory 
analysis of the work of our brother, but this we will leaye to the 
reader, being satisfied with saying, for ourselves, that nearly every 
line is the substance of a volume; every word carries with it a 
portion of instruf!tion. 'V e have read and re-read the manuscript 
with the most intense interest, and we can return to it again and 
again with pleasure, for it nobly fills the deplorable yacuum that 
exists in all of our :Masonic libraries. 

An immense success is reserved for this book-we had almost 
(25) 
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said this library in epitome-a success enthusiastic, merited, and 
durable. To every brother who, animated with true religious sen
timents, seeks instruction at the source of the most solid informa
tion, we recommend this work; and, after the most conscientious 
examination-after the most attentive study, and with our hands, 
as Freemasons, upon our hearts, we express this our opinion of 
the work of Bro. Rebold; and regret our inability, by so limited 
an expression of our f~elings, to do that justice to this really merit
orious production that it is so richly entitled to. 

Du PLANTY, ~I. D., 
Wor. Mas. or Trinity Lodge. 

' AUGUSTE HUMBERTE, 
W or. Mas. Star or Bethlehem Lodge. 

B. LIMETH, 
Wor. l\Iaa. of Commanders ot l\It. Lebanon Lodge. 

EAsT OP P .ARis1 Jura~, 27 1860. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

.. "'\V HE}f man, placed upon this earth, saw himself sur
rounded \Yith so many differently formed beings, of \vhich 
the producing cause and motive for their existence were 
to hitn unknown, his thoughts were necessarily concen
trated in one sentiment-in tense admiration. Unable to 
comprehend the cause, be attached more importance to 
the eftect. He studied the physical qualities of all, to the 
end that he might be enabled to select for his use those 
which \Vel~e useful, and reject those which were hurtful. 

But that which struck him \vith most surprise \Vas the 
constant return of day and night, light and darkness-the 
brilliance and \Varmth of sumrner, and the cold and gloom 
of winter-to see the earth for a season ornamented 'vith 
:flowers and fruits, whilst during a corresponding period it 
languished and labored in sterility. H~ sought to ascer
tain the cause of those p~enomena ·which regularly repro.: 
duced themselves around him, and to whose influence he 
found his own nature subjected; and little by little, in the 
laws, first \ of physics, 1}nd next of astronomy, he discov
ered the explanation. 

He saw that, regulated by these laws, · nature existed; 
that the sun and moon and earth moved in common 
accord. In fact, whilst all else lived and died around 

(27) 
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him-and died forever-these alone abated not in the 
regularity of their n1oven1ents nor perpetuity of their 
existence: without beginning, and, apparently, \vithout 
end, they seen1ed uncreated and irnmutablc. To feelings, 
therefo1·e, of admiration for all, were added feelings of 
gratitude and thanks for the beneficence of that star of 
hty whu~e brilliance and heat ripened for his use fruits 

- and Yegetables; for that lesser light ·which seemed ar
ranged, when the greater disappeared, to take its place; 
and for the earth, the great nurse, always attentive, sup
porting all living creatut·es, and oftering each year, for 
their use, the abundance of hP.r varied and bouuteous 
products. 

Those sentiments of admiration and gratitude begot yet . 
another-their natural prodnct-\vorship; and from that 
ti1ne man began to reverence good and evil. He n1ade 
of light and darkness spirits of good and spirits of evil, 
regarding the fot--mer as the good being, and the latter 
as the evil one; light the benefactor; darkness the de
stroyer. And this 'vorship of light of every degree neces
sarily led to sun \VOrship or Sabeism, ·which 've see diffused 
an1ong all the primitive peoples of the earth-as 'veil in 
Europe as iu Asia, in Africa, and atnong the Incas ot 
America. 

It is thus that the Hindoos adored in Brahma the sun 
of sun1mcr, the creator, the genius of good; and in Shiv a 
the sun of winter, the destroyer, the genius of evil; that 
the Persians reveyenced the good principle in Oro1naze, 
and the bad in Ahritnane; that the Egyptians adored 
these same principles in Osit·is and Typhon; and the 
Israelites in Jehovah and the Serpent, \Vithout stopping 
to consider that this adoration w·as a worship of stars, or 
a worship of the changes of nature. Every-where, in . 
fact, and an1oug all peoples-even among the J cw·s thcm-
selves-v;-e find, from tl: e earliest times, roan prostrated 
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before material nature, confounding cont1nually, in one 
and the same \vorship, the being who suffers the action 
and the principle that caused it. 

This primitive w·orship was not entirely abolished, but 
111aintained itself among the elect, and 'vas, consequently, 
the fundatnental dogma taught in the mysteries of an 
tiquity by the gymnosophists of India and the hierophant 
of l\1emphis. And, as it ""as the duty of those sages to 
notice and record natural phenomena, to the end that the 
dates of feasts and the rnovements of the planets should 
be kno,vn, as 've1l as . a record kept of men1orable events, 
and the kno,vledge of their doctrines, sciences, and dis
coveries be communicated an1ong themselves, the system 
of hieroglyphics and symbols \Vas invented-a system 
·which has been found to exist, as the earliest style of 
record, among priests and peoples of the most remote 
ages. 

These priests ·were the intercessors before the divinities, 
the counselors and guides of the people; and to perpetu
ate their numbers, 1nen ·were admitted 'vho proved them
selves capable and w·orthy of the position by submitting, 
after a long and careful training, to the ordeal of a se,·ere 
examination. It \Vas in this manner that the initiations, 
so celebrated among the peoples of antiquity, 'vere insti
tuted. 

· These civilizers and early instructors of the hun1an 
race, believing that it \vas irnpossible for the mass of man
kind-the ignorant and i1literate-to perceive the truths 
of science, religion, and philosophy, except 'vhen repre-
sented by material syn1bols, instituted such SJnlbols for 
that purpose, and, in consequence, t\vo forn1s of religion 
began to prevail; viz.: the one the religion of the n1ulti 
tude, who, in great nun1bc•·s, })erceived nothing beyond 
the exterior object or sy1nbol; and the other the religion 
of the learned, \vho perceived ju the sy1nbol but the 
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e1nble1n of the moral truth or natural effect, of which the 
ey1nbol 'vas but the type. 

All tltese 1nysteries and tlteir initiations, having a common 
object, resembled each other in their rites and symbols, 
and· diffet·ed but in degree, according to the genius and 
;1anners of the particular peoples a1nong whom they 'vere 
practic_ed, and the talents, n1ore or less brilliant, of their 
priests and founders. Those among the Ohaldeans, the 
Ethiopians, and the Egypt1ans taught the arts and sci
ences in secret, particularly architecture. Arnong the 
Egyptians the priests formed a distinct class, and devoted 
then1selves to teaching special branches of human kno\\~1-
edge. The youth 'vho by them 'vere instructed 'vere 
initiated into the mysteries of religion, and during their 
novitiate formed an outer class or corporation of arti
sans, ·who, according to the designs drawn by the priests, 
erected the temples and other monuments consecrated to 
the 'vorship of the gods. It \vas this class that gave 
to the people ki'ngs, 'varriors, statesmen, and useful citi
zens. 

The favor sho,vn to the priests by the people of Egypt 
'vas due in part to their ·wisdon1, in part to the elevated 
conditions of science and n1orality 'vhich they taught, 
but rnore particularly to their study and application of an 
occult science practiced by the magicians of Persia. In 
this study they w·ere aided by a class of assistants, called 
sybils or oracles, to 'vhom they were indebted for the 
knowledge of a great nu1nber of plants and their thera
peutic properties-of ·which the priests affixed the names 
at the gates of their temples-as, also, for their know 1-
'~dge of chemistry, anatotny, and many of the secrets oi 
nature.1 

1This occult science, designated by the ancient priet:~ts under the name 
of regenerating fire, is that which at the present day is known as animal 
magnetism-a science that for more than three thousand years was the 
peculiar possession of the priest-hood, ihto the knowledge of wl.ich :M:oscs 
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Thus we see the most illnstrio\ls men of Greece-Thales, 
Solon, Pythagoras, Den1ocritus, Orpheus, Plato, Theodo. 
sius, Epicurus, Herodotus, Lycurgus-these great r hilos· 
ophcrs of antiquity, binding their stoutest sandals upon 

was initiated at H eliopolis, where he was educated, and Jesus Christ 
llm 0&1g the Essen ian priests of Jerusalem. 

This science, that an~ illustri{'us Dominican calls "a piece broken from 
a grand palace, a ray from the Adamic power, destined to confound 
human reason and to humiliate it before God, a phenomenon belonging 
to the prophetic order ''-is that same science which has been resusci
tated by Bro. Mesmer, whose disciples to-day spread every-where, and, by 
the application of it as a therapeutic agent, are every-where alleviating 
the physical condition of the sick and the afflicted. 

:?t!agnetism, the vital principle of all organized beings, soul of all who 
respire, made a part, under various names, of the secret teachings of the 
priests. The titles of regenerating fire, living fire, magic, were given to 
it by them, and the initiation into this divine science was participated 
in but by a small number of the elect.. Believing it to be our duty to 
define the meaning of this science in aa clear and distinct a manner as 
possible, we have chosen for this purpose to select a passage t.hat we find 
in the work of ·our friend and brot]ler Henry Delage, entitled "Perfec
tion of the Human Race," in which he expresses himself upon this 
subject as follo\vs: 

II The knowledge of this magnetic flnid is the most precious gift or 
Divine Providence. It is the mysterious key that opens to our dazzled 
inteHigence the world of truth and of light., and joins tl1e finite to the 
infinite. It is the chain of gold so often chanted by the poet, the basis 
of that secret philosophy tl1at Democritus, Plato, and Pythagoras trav
eled to Egypt to demand of the hierophants of :Memphis and of the 
gymnosophist.s of India. Invisible to the eyes of the senses, it must be 
studied by the vision of the soul as seen in the rapt gaze of the som-
1\ambnlist. In other days the trutll was heard proceeding from the lips 
of the initiating priest; to-day we see it in the eyes of the clairvoyant. 
A magnetic fluid, very subtle, placed in the human race between the soul 
and the body, it circulates in all the nerves; and, particularly abundan 
in the great sympathetic of the healthy subject, it constitutes tl1e spirt 
of the living being. Its color, that of tire or the electric spark, inducea 
the name of living fire given to it in the works of the magicians of 
Perr;ia, and of intimate st.ar in those of the alchymists and astrologers of 



32 GENERAL HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY. 

their feet, a.nd taking the pilgrim's staff ,,-ithin their 
hands, leaving their country and going forth to visit the 
vast sanctuaries of Egypt, there to be initiated into the 
mysteries of Isis and Osiris. 

These n1ystories were transported into, Greece, ·where 
Orpheus founded those of Samothracia, and Tripto1eme 
those of Eleusis. The Greeks drew upon these mysteries 
and initiations for a part of their mythology. Hon1er 
dre\Y upon them for his ingenious :fictions, and clothed his 
songs 'vith their allegories. The descent into a well, n1ade 
by the aspirant for initiation, led to the saying that truth 
was concealed at the bottom of a well. The judgeB of the 
dead, before whon1 they 'vere conducted by the ferryman 
Charon across the lake Acheron, the urn that contained 
the ballots, and after an examination of ·which the judges 
pronounced sentence and again intrusted the initiates to 
the care of Charon, who alone appeared to have the right 
or ability of traversing the subterranean obscuritj; through 
which they passed, the barking of dogs, the monsters, the 
hideous specters, the flitting shades, the furies, the dog 
Cnrberus-tbe sight of all those objects which the Egyp
ti&.ns and the Greeks had invented to try the nerves of 
tho iuitiates-n1ade in their imagination a real hell. While 
the Elysia11 fields, lighted up by a mimic sun, \Vas evi
dently the place to which the initiate \vas conducted after 
his initiation; and Tartarus, \Vhere shades groaned plain
tively at their own feebleness, the place vvhere those vvho 
bad snccun1bed in terror before these hideous spectacles 
\Vere congregated. The braziers and flames, behveen 
which the initiate was compelled to pass, evidently gave 

the middle ages. One of its principal virtues is the generative power; 
hence the sacred books give it the name of regenerating fire. Soul of 
the world, universal spirit permeating all nature, it is the essence and 
the vital spark of all that it animates, of all orders of beings, classes, 
and races in which it is incarnated, and is profoundly modified by alJ 
through which it passes." 
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rise to the saying that men who would be elevated to 
the rank of the gods must first pass through fire and be 
purified of all of earth that attaches to humanity. In 
tine, to descend into hell, and to be initiated into the mys
terie:;, 'vere, among the ancaients, one and the same opera
ti?o. 



FOUNDATION OF THE COLLEGES OF BUIIJDERS, 

THE CRADLE OF FREE~IASONRY. 

THE mysteries of the Egyptians, passing through Moses 
to the Jewish people, afterward disseminated among the 
Greeks and the }\Q!Q.~ns, ¥vere, among the latter, iutro
du~ed in part into the _Q~es of Builders, instituted by -· --- \ 
N uma PomP-ilil!_s, in the year U5 before our era.1 

These colleges were, at their organization, as ¥Yell r~Jjg
io]!~ SQ~i~ties as fraternities of artisaps, and their connec
tion with the state and the priesthood were by the la·ws 
detern1ined V{ith precision. They had their own 'vorsbip 
and their own organization, based upon that of the Dyo-

__ nisian priests and architects, of whom many 'vere to be 
found anterior to this period in Syria, in Egypt, in Persia, 
and in India; and the degree of sublim.ity to ·which they 
1had carried their art is revealed to us by the ruins which 
\,yet exist of the 1nonuments which they there erected. 
lnesides the exclusive privilege of constructing the tetnples 
and public monuments, they had a J~ .. ~~~ar~ Ef. t~ir o'yn, 
and \vere mad~_free of all contributions to the city and state. 

The men1bers of these colleges, usuallyafter the labors 
of the day, convened in their respective lodges-:wooden 
houses, temporarily erected near the edifice in course of 
construction-where they determined the distribution and 

1 :N uma Pompilius also instituted Colleges of Artisans (Collegia Artifi
cttm) to the number of one hundred and thirty-one; at the head of which 
were the Colleges of Architects or Constructors, otherwise Builders (Col
legia Fab1·orum.) The latter were designated under the name of Frater-
nities ( Fraternitate.s.) · 

(34) 
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~xflcution of the w·ork upon such edifice, the decisions 
being n1ade by a majority of votes. Here, also, were ini
tiated the ne\V membe;s into the sec_r(}ts and particular 
mysteries of their art. These initfites were divider! into 
three classes: a_pprenti~s, companio~s or fellow-'\vorkmen, 
and masters; and they engaged themselves by oath to 
afrord each other succor and assistance. The presidents 
of those colleges, e~~ted_ for fiye years, '\Yere named mas
i.el-s or teachers (rnagistri); their labors in their lodges 
were al \Yay_~preceded..l>y religious cere~ies, and, as the 
mernbership \Vas composed of men of ~Quntri~ and 
consequently of difiereut beliefs, the Supreme B_eing neces
sarily had to be represented in the lodges under a general 
title, and therefore \vas styled "The Grand Architect of . 
~ U uiverse "-~he l!E_iverse being consider~_d the most 
perfect ,\TQik ofa master builder. 

In the beginning the initiations into these corporations 
appear to have been confined to but two degrees, and the 
ritual of these de2'rees lin1ited to, 1st, some religious cere-

..., -- .... 
monies; 2d, imparting to the initiate a knowledge of the 
duties an(l Obligations in1posed upon him; 3d, to explain
ing certain symbols, the signs of recogiillion, and the 
inviolability of the oath: the \Vorkman or fello\v-craft 
oeing, in addition, carefully instructed in the use of the 
!~el and the square, the n~t aud cE._isel. To becon1e a 
n1aster, the elected had to submit to ~roofs such as \vere 
~xacted at the initiation of the priest ar~1itects otEg.r-pt, 
and in \vhich he underwent a searching examination of 
his ~no,vl~ of art and moral_p_ri!!.Q!p~ . 

By the _£FOteetion tliat these colleges of butlders ac
corded to the institutions and worship~ of other countries, 
the1·e '\Vere developed among then1 doctrines _and_rules of 
~duct very much in advance of their age, and which they 
clothed~ syll!bols and emblems, ·which '\vere thus charged 
with a_Qouble signification; and, like the Dyonisian pl'iest 
architects, they had words a_!ld signs of recognition. - ---- -
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These colleges of artisans, and principally those 'vho 
professed excellence in ability t0 execute civil and relig· 
ious, uaval !!J!d_hydraulic _arGhit.e.c.ture, at first extended 

lfrom Ron1e into Venice and Lombardy, aftenvard into 
. France, Belgiurr1, Switzerland. aud Britain; and more late:y 

1into Spain, Arabia, and the East: aud a great number of 
J these cQ].h~ge..s,_lv.hich_ at this time \Yere kuow·n by the 

. name _Qf Fraternities, foll~ved the Roman legions. Their 
r - - _ __,. - __,_..-

bUSiUeSS 'vas to trace tll~ _ pJans of all_ n1i1itary_constr!;lc· 
tions, such as intr~h~d c~1ps~ strategic routes, b!i_dgcs, 
aqueducts, arches of triun1ph~ etc. They also directed the . -
soldiers and the laboret·s in the material execution of their 
works. Composed of artisans, educated and studious n1en, 
these corporations extended tbe knowledge of R.on1an 
manners an<l a taste for Roman art \vherever the legions 
carried victorious the Roman arms. And as, in this way, 
they contributed more largeiy to the victories of peucQ 
than to those of \Yar, they carried to the .vauquished and 
to the oppressed the pacific element of the Roman power
the arts and civil la,:v. ---------These colleges existed, in all their vigor, almost to the 
fall of the Roman empire. 'l'he irruption of the peoples 
called barbarians dispersed and reduced their nurnber, and 
they continued to decline ·while those ignorant and fero
cious men continued to 'vorAhip their rude gods; but ·when 
they 'vere con,?erted to Cht·istiauity, the corporations flour
ished anew. 

TaR MAsoNIC CoRPORATIONS IN BRITAIN. 

ltfANY of the co1·porntions of builders who \vere 'vith the 
Rontan legions in the countries bordering on the Rhine 
were sent by the Etnperor Claude, in the year 43, into the 
British Isles, to protect the Romans against. the incursion!; 
of the Scots. Before their arrival in that country, ther{2 
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""ere to he found neither to\vns nor villages. Here, ae 
elsewhere, the ~fasonic ~orporations coustructed for the 
legious Camps, which they surrounded Wtth walls and 
fortifications; and, as time advanced, the interior of these 
colonies was beaJ!!ified with baths, bridges, temples, and 
p~nces, \vhich, in a_ great degree, rivaled e\~n _thqse of 
ltome herself. 

\Vherever the 1egions established intrenched camps, the 
~fasonic corporations erected cities more or less import
ant. It is thus that ¥ark, calle<l by the Romans Ebora
cum, and sub,iie.quently celebrated h!._ the history of Jfree
masour·y, became one of the first that acquired importance 
and elevation to the rank of a Roman city. 

The native population who aided the Romans in those 
difiet·ent constructious 'vere incorporated into the opera
tiv-e bodies of workmen, aud taught their art; and, in 
a short time, towns and villages were in course of erec
tion on every side. The rich inhabitant-s of the country, 
imitating the llotnans, constructed equally sun1ptuous 
habitations, which the architects ornamented with .the 
san1e sentiments of art they had exhibited on the temples 
of the n1ost powerful Ron1tu1s. Daily in contact w1th the 
tnost elevated people of the civilized world, the inhabit- r) 
ants acquired a hun1anitariau tolerance for the manners -of 
foreigners, and for religious ideas so different frutn their 
own. Aud, in their turn, the Rom.ans discovered that 
there existed in every people a pot·tion of true h uma.nity; 
and this they sought to irw•·ease rather than uuveil the 
barba1·ic and disagt·eeaLie in local n1anners and national 
prejudices. 

The irruptions of the mouutaineers of Scotland obliged 
the RomatJ..,L!O ~ct on_the north of Britain three inl-

~ -*~----------~~ ~ense_wa,JJ.§, in tht·ee different directions; oue of which 
traversed the country fron1 the east to the \Vest. 

)\y 1 The first great wall was constructed Ly tLe Masonic Corporations, 
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The corporations being inadequate for the construction 
of such immense \Vorks, the Brito~~ w·ho \Vere devoted to 
their service, ~id~d _them in their labors, and thus becan1e 
partakers of all the advantages and privileges which \\ere 
enjoyed by the corporations themselves. Their constant 
intercourse, during the execution of the same construc
tions, and particularly in foreign countries, always resulted 
in in_dividual advantage, and the enjoyment in common of 
the same privileges ce1nented this int.ercou1-se. The same 
art, the unity in plans of action, cotnbined to create in 
their intimacy the greatest tolerance for religious and 
national pec!lliarities, and a fecling of c?!ftm0?-_Jirot~~'
hood \Yas thus developed among them. All the 'vork-
,__ --!Pen of_~very degree en)ployed upon a construction_9~~9 
themselves a lodge-sleeping and taking their meals in 
buffi!..ing~ resembling tents, which \Vere temporarily erected 
in the vicinity of the work in course of construction, and 
which served them as d\vellings until its con1pletion only. 

The erection of these houses and palaces, bridges and 
aqueducts, castles and 'valls, contributed to elevate archi
tecture in Britain_ to a_ .. degree of perfection_~~d not 
att~~E _in any other Roman provinc~; so that, as early 
as the third c entury, this COUntry \VaS celebrated for the 
great number and the knowledge of her architects and 
of their workmen; and their services 'vere cal1ed for 
\vherever, upon the continent, great constructions \Vere 
about to be erected. ChristianitLJ_g~, _ from ~e first hour 
of its introduction, spread in Britain, an gave to the 
Masonic lodges the peculiar cha.r~cte~istlcswhich distin
guishedthem at this period. These same 1nilitary roads, 

under the orBera of Agrippa, the Roman general in command of the 
legions in Britain, int h-; year 90 of our era: The second under the 
Emperor Adri~n,_A. D. 120. This crossed the country from the river 
Tyne to the Gulf of Solway, and thus tra,•ersed Britain from east to 
west. And the third \Vas constructed further north, by order of Septi· 
mus Severus, in the year 207. 
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so immense in theit· extent, and upon 'vbich chains and 
slavery had been carrieu to people a.s free as they were 
ignorant, served no\v to carry to enslaved humanity, wea
ried of ufu,that new -and. jpspfring liberty preacl1eiL by 
Christ. },fen now traveled these roads who, filled with 
ihenew faith, believed it to be their mission to impart to 

11 \vhom they met or overtook in their journcyings a 
know ledge of the true God and the gospel of his Son. 
And although, ~en alone, these missionary converts \Vere 
exposed to bloody pers.eputions in .the to,vns and villages 
through \vhich they p~ssed, they were invariably per
tnittei!_.!_? accomR~~Y ~mol-;-ted __!h~ :n1asonic corpora
tions, \vho now, s_ometimes alone and sometimes in the 
retinue of the R_oman -legions,- were continually t~ing 
the immense empire. 

Britain, too, by a favorable fortune, had more kind and 
~uo.r..s at this period than any other Roman 
province. The example of the nobility, in becoming con
verts to the ne'v faith, \Vas S\Viftly followed by the people. 
If, in cpnsequence, in the other provinces, the persecutions 
of the Christians \Vere, by order of the emperors, executed 
with rigor the most appalling, in Britain a certain refuge 
\Vas offered to th~ persecuted, by the connivance of her 
governors, among the building corporations. Hence it was 
that many among those who became advocates and public 
propagandists of the gospel, for the certain protection 
afi'orded them by these corporations, sought for and ob
tained admission among those fraternities of builders; and 
thus, in the hearts qf the lodges, they associated with aud· 
itors more freely disposed to listen to their doctrines, at 
once so humane and so pure; for that love of the human 
race w·hich characterized the primitive Christians entirely 
accorded 'vith the spirit of those cultivated ·workmen ·who. 
composed the ~fasonic corporations. When, therefore, a 
huruane governor shrank from the disagreeable function 
of ordering the execution of Christians under imperiaL 
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decree, those who were thus menaced sought refuge among 
the Scots, or in the Orkney Islands; or aided by the build
ers 1vho accotnpanied them, they fled to Ireland, and there 
ren1~a ~1tiT theaeatl1of the emperor ;}.Ofia<f ordered 
their execution. - · -

In this manner Scotland became the most accessible 
----~ 

esort of these refugees, who, in return for the security 
awarded thern, carried into that_~~ a kno,vledge of 
Roman architecture; and ft·otn this pertou- rnnyoe aated 
the construction of those n1agnificent castles of the l{o-..,. ............... 

n~~nesq~1_e or Etruscan_style of architecture, whose grand 
ren1ains, braving even until to-day the destructive hand 
of time, attest the architectural knowledge and artistic 
genius of their b\iifders. --- ----

When Caraus~ as commander of the Roman navy, 
found himself upon the coast of B~lgiun:~ed, 
and, making sail for Britain, landed on that island 111 the 
y~~t:_281_ 'vhen he declared his independence of Rome aud 
tQok_the title of emperor; but, ever fearful of an attack 
by the ~mperor Maximi!i.~n, whom Dioclet~ had chosen 
.for co-emperor, and to 'vhom he had awarded the west
ern empire, Carausius sought, above all, to conciliate that 
society-then the most influential and important in the 
island-~e :h§asonic:_ corpora~~· These were then com .. 
posed not alone of the descendants of those Greeks and 
Romans whom the Emperor Clau_de haQ, in the y~ar_43, 
ordered into the country, as already mentioned, but, in 
major part, of the natives of Britain. 

With this object in view, Carausius, at the ancient city 
of V erulam, afterward known as St. Albaus, where he had 
taken up hiEt abode and establi'Slled.- his court, conveyed 
and confirmed to the Masonic corporations-through the 
instrumentality of Albanus, _.~ _Roman knight, and Alnphi
a~ult~s, a Roman architec~all those- ancient privileges 
accorded to them by Nutna Pompilius, and the kings, his 
successors, more than a-thousand -yearBbefore, but ·which 
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in later years had hecn greatly curtailed b 1 t 
Rotnan emperors. And it fsto t is reue,val of those_J)rivi
leges-the greatest among which was the right of makii1g 
la\~fox_tbeir QYVn government,· and thus, in establi8hing 
their own jg_d~, becon1ing independent of all other 
legal tfil)'Uilals-to which tnay be attributed the ~e-l 
ma~?-... ~.vll~ll, since t~at ti.me, has di_st.i_ngu_ished the men1- \ 
bel·s of these corporations In contradtsttnctton to the other 
w·orkers in \Vood and stone \Vho composed no part of such ' 
bodies. 

Not having been interfered with by the Emperor ~faxi
milian, Carausius employed all his w·ealth to augn1ent the 
well-being of the country. He engaged the ~fasonic cor
porations in the erection of magnificent public edifices, 
which ·were rivaled but by those of Rome herself. Ilis 
cleath, ho,vever, which occ~ed__by~a~sin~ in the 
ye~~ brought these p~~_Lto au abrupt Close. 

Immediately after the death of Carausius, ~faximilian 
appointed Const~HlC£LQlorns to the vacant governorship of 
Gaul and B~itai.!:l. lle,~ting Eboracurn, subsequently 
Knownas the city of York, for his residence, found there 

- -.--
the oldest and most influential lod~es of the ~fasoni~ cor-._ 

pora.tions; and this c~, from that time, became the center 
of all the lodgei_ Of-Freemas_g~LG'J3ntail1. 

After the death of Constance, called the Great, an event 
thnt took place in tl1e yeir306, his son Constantine sue-

-:..-:---- - -ceeded him. He stopped at once the persecution of the 
- --Christians, and deClared himself _their P-r.9t~.~_tor. After 

hi~ry over his rival, Licir1ius, he arlopteu Christianity 
himself-more, it is believe<.r,Trom. political motives than 
from a conviction of its truth-and declared it the religion 
of the state. 

An1ong the earliest Christian con1munities the true doc
trines of Christ \Vere, from the first, exhibited in the lives 
of their members-the_.first_apostles_ha viQg_b~l_fouud 
11!. Britain among the Masonic corpora~io~. These truo 
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priests and propagandists of the religion of Jesus 'vere 
entire strangers to all thought of temporal power; a.nd the 
unfortunate disputes of the four bishops who had arro
gated to then1selves the ' government of all Christendom 
had not, as yet, a:fi:ected the prin1itive doctrine recognized 
in that declaration of the Redeen1er: '' JI~o.......ser.~e 
·with most devotion upon earth shall be greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven." The confiding and susceptible spirit 
oftlle artiSt easily became .impressed "vith the_ beauties of 
that morality which embraced hunlanitJ_as a 'vhole. The 
sentiments of art 'vith which his soul was imbued repulsed 
all ~ophism, and the social life of the lodges resembled 
lthe earliest. Christian assodations, with this exception, 
that, instead of that contemplative idleness that sa'v no 
religious labor save in fasting and prayer, was exercised a 
robust and n1anly energy that found, in the acquiren1ent 

·i of useful knowledge and the engagement in actual labor, 
j a fitting outlet for that love of beauty and perception of 
the sublin1e "rhich are never better directed than in the 
creations of art when employed for the glory of God. 

The early Christian missionaries, not being actuated by 
feelings of an1bition, their doctrines 'vere simple, pure, 
and easily understood and apprecia.ted by those ·whom 
they addressed. Hence, to tnake themselves intelligible 
and beloved by their companions in the lodge, they had 
but to unfold before them the pure ordinances of primi
tive Christianity; and ·when, as was often the case, they 
'vere obliged to seek refuge in Scotland, in Ireland, or 
among the Orkney Islands, there to live the lives of Coul
deans/ it was necessary, 'vhen the most simple interpreta-

1 Many Christians who had sought refuge in Ireland, in Gaul, and the 
Orkneys, habituated to every privation during theirapostolical excursions, 
lived in solitude itr those same cavet1 and grottoes, in the sides of rocka 
and mountains, which had been, before tl1eir time, inhabited by the 
Druids, who there assembled to celebrate their religious rites; and from 
which tl10se Christians went forth only for the purpose of spreading the 
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tion of their doctri11cs was desired, to seek for it among 
those northern heroes of the truth. It was in this man .. 
n~ _thnt-Christ~y in it~teat_p __ urity was b~ter 
pre~<Lin-Great Brihun than in any other untry. 

As Christianity, in its ne'v re atlons to the state, daily 
incrorrsed-illp'OWer, and demanded for its exercise the 
erection of stumble buildings, the ..Freema~_n corpora
tions found ample employment. Every-where Christian 
Churches sprang up under the direction and active opera
tions of these \Vorkmen. Constantine himself, \V ho, ilni
tating his father in n1any of his" acts and determi11ations, 
1"9ade York his_ resii nee durin(J' the first years of his 
reign, ~new personally the principa _ members of those 
corporations,oxf~nde_d to them every pr~ge they ha.d 
ever possessed or .,vere at any titne deprived of, and thus 
they became the m_ost effective and influe~1;trm-of the 
:Rublic service. 

The approaches of the Germans upon the Ron1an Enl
pire of the West became frotn day to day tnore tnenacing. 
They did not content themselves, as '""as once their cus
tom, \vith pillaging and retil'ing from such provinces as 
they overran, but cow.menced to defin~y_estab.lis.h._the.nl
selves therein. Succeeding hordes pushed past those 'vho 
h'id arrive<.rbefore them, and ~.ed-even_b~d the 
country possessed_ by . the .RQmans; and it was fromthis 
can; that B~n, jln~ing her~e1f_more and_mora.isolated 
frorn the protection of the continental empire, began to 
look forward "ith~I!.!Q!..~ qf.Je_~.!_ha~p~easur~_Ep_Q.n_1). day 
of freedom from the Roman sway. 

Fron1 the beginning of the third century the Romans 
had to contend almost cons!antly _·wjtp_ the ~ountaincer 
of Scotland, a warlike peop.lfh the_ abo_:rjgines of their 

Gospel among the people. It was from the name of those solitary 
habitations that the title of Couldeans was given to those preachers 
of Christianity; ns, in the Gaelic language, the w?rd couldean signifiee 
"h~rnut;' or dweller in solitude 

) 
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country, and who, like the "'\Velsh or Ca~brians, had 
never been conquered; 1 and at_l~gth, menaced on every 
hand, and wearied 'vith the contintied strife;the Western 
emperor considered it prudent to remove to tile ~rn 

- ----portion of his empire those _forces ':vhich had hitherto 
been reserved for the protection of Britain; an<l, by de
"{rees, as they were required to protect his empire from 
the inroads of the Goths, he withdrew his legions, an<l 
'vith _!hem his jurisdiction over_ the c9untry-a juriE>dic
tion which he finally abdicated in. th~ ye~r 406. Thus 
desert~d by the Romans, the Britons called to their assi~t
ance the Anglii and the Saxon pagans of the neigh boring 
continent, to protect th~m from the assaults of the Picts 
and. ...Scots and the northern pirates w ho--infestedtlre:ir 
coasts. These auxiliaries, ho,vever, became as iujnrious in 
one sense as they \Vere useful in a?~£h~hey repulsed 
the Scots, it is true, but they al~o fixed themselves in 
the laud and founded the seven Anglo-Saxon kin~oms. 
Their gross bat·barities made them the enemies of all 
civilizatiOn. Cities and villages ·were destroyed, and the 
flour·ishing prosperity that_J3ri~~LIL enjoyed under the 
Ron1an sway disappeared. The Christian and civilized 
inb~1hltan.!!_~ed totlie n1ountains of Wales, to Scotland, or 
to tlte isles beyond. ·It was among these refugees that the 
ancient J~:q.gnage of Britai.11 Wll;S preserved, and with it 
primitive Christianity and the knowledge of architecture . - - ---
a~. practiced by the :A-1asonic corporations. 

After the first barbarous impetuosity of the Anglo-Sax
ons had been calmed, and the more peaceful pursuits of 
agriculture replaced the wars of robbers, some of these 
Christiaq refugees withdrew from their mountain caves and 
fortresses, and, returning to what \Vere once their hon1es, 
converted many among the pagan nobles and people, 

1 It was not until between the years 1273 and 1307 that the Weh.h 
were finally conquered by Edward I, son of Henry III, and grandson 
of John, the Nero of English kings.-TR.L~S. 
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hut as yet dreaded. to approach the k1ng~. And thus, 
to,vardl Jie close of thEUixth c~p_t.!!fy., the rnild and fruit
ful light of the primitive Christian doctrine began to 
dift'nse its gentle rays almost to the center of the seven 
king-doms. It was reserved for the Benedictine monks, 

~ -~------~-------·whotn P~e Gregor.L.! ~nt to Englanu;-to convert tb 
Anglo.Saxons, and at whose head presided Austin, a cele 
bt~ priest-archite~, to succeed in gradually converting 
all the kings. It is tt·ue that these monks, prompted by 
that spirit of temporal dominion 'vhich even at that enr1y 
age began to manifest itself in the Church, exerted their 
best efforts to strengthen the power of the Pontiff and 
enhance the possessions of the Holy See; but in these 
operations they were at once met by the returned refu
gees and their pupils, who had kept the early faith, doc
trine, and practices of the primitive Church; and thus, 
to a great extent, were the encroachments on that e·arly 
doctrine prevented, and abuses of power correc.ted. And 
to this preservation of the primitive teachings of Chris
tian apostles, in the n1idst of the ~fasonic corporations, 
it is proper to attribute that better and more liberal spirit 
that rendered the converts of the British I sles more fa
vorably disposed to,vard ~he arts and sciences of those 
days than were the inhabitants of the neighboring conti
nent. 

In accordance with the teachings of thei r founder, the 
Benedictine monks worked more than they fasted_gr ,.,.,-- -- -- ..________ -- _. 

prayed. Austin hitnself, the apostle of England and first -- ----Archbishop of Canterbury, 'vas no less celebrated for his 
kno~dge of ar9hitec.!_~re than for his other powers of 
mind and varied acquirements; and it was he 'vho, at 
this time, ~.an._to.-.rebuild an~abli~he ancient 
~ft:.souic corp.Q!11tiw, no\v reJnced, it may ·well oe be
lieved, to a ve t·y sn1all number-indeed, entirely inade
quate for those inunense cou~tructions projected by the 
new apostles of Christianity. It was in this manner thai 
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at this tirne, in England as upon the continent, the l~1ges 
becam~jta9~ed. to_ the convents,... a-nd \vere more or less --~over!!ed _by monks, according as the leading architects 
'Were monks or lay brethren; and from this fact arose the 
condition that lpdges held thei_r ~~ti~g§__ahnost exclu
sively in_ the convents, where, if an abbot was proposed as 
j\1aster or vVarden of a lodge, they addressed him ~s lVvr
shipful Brotlter or Worshipful Master, thus establishing a 
mode of address which has descended even to our O\Vn 
day as the usual ,one in speaking to or of the first officer 
'Within a lodge. 

After the close of the seYenth century, both bishops and 
abbots made~qg_~nt_jo_UX!~Y~ _to Rome, as \vell for the 
purpose of collecting pictures and relics of saints as to in
duce superior workmen to return 'With them and settle in 
England. Such as did so, and all others \Vho erected for 
the nobles their castles and for the clergy their convents 
and churches, \vere treated with the greatest consideration 
by the prilicipal men of the country, who concerted means 
for establishing a taste for the arts and sciences. And in 
this undertaking it 'vas soon discovered that the senti-.__. 

n1ents of early, art,_as~ taught by JJ.tr._uvius, in the reign 
of -~sar Augustus, had been b~tter preserved among the 
MasoiJ_ic_!~fugees from Anglo-Saxon murder and robbery 
in the mountains of Wales and of Scotland, than among 
any other of the peoples of either islands or continent. 
In consequence of this discovery, it became nec~ssary to 
arrange .ane\v the British lodges, and to compose them not 
alone of companion architects and masons, but also of 
influential men; and men who, advanced in civilization, 
protected and loved the arts, bega.n to. take a position in 
these lodges af? a~ceepted masons: The lodge at York was 
revived an·d-became the mOst important one in the coun
try, and into it none were received as companions but free 
men-thus establishing ·w-hat is yet the principal charac
teristic of this institution, to the end that no person, when 
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once adruitted into its membership as an equal, could in 
any manner be impeached in his possession of Masonic 
privileges. It " ras at this time, alsQ_, that he who desired 
elevation to the rank of master or teacher had to make 
three voyages into strapge couq.tries, anu prove to the 
chief "~orkmen, \vhen be returned, that he had perfected 
hirnself in a knowledge of- the- architecture peculiar to 
tho&~ countries. 

The S!!Qerior kno\vledge of the \Vorkmen ·who hacl prac
ticed their art among the early refugees in Scotland began 
to be generally recognized at the beginning of the eighth 
century, and to stamp its expression upon the buildings 
erected in Britain. 'l'his fact produced a E_articular modi
fication in the constituti~ of the lodo-es. \Vhile the gen-
...-....__ -- - --
eral assemolies of ~fasons occupied themselyes \vith archi-
tecture of a general character, particular members of the 
fraternity formed themse~§_jQto a separate organization, 
tha.t_aimed to copy exclusi~ely f!.fter the Scottish n1odels, 
and, for each important work, these admirable models 
were most rigorously follo\ved. From York, therefore, 
these select masters, as they might properly be called, 
made frequent journeys to Scotland, where a rendezvous 
w·as fixed upon at which each of the1n might deliberate, 
after he had arrived, upon the observations made by others 
during their travels in the country, and record his own. 
For this purpose \Vas chosen the valley of Glenbeg, on the 
north-east coast of Scotland, opposite the Isle of Skye. 
Here there \Vere .mo old_ ~astles, built in a remarkable 
manner~ne, with ~ither lim~ nor_m_Q£tar, and which 
appeared to have served as places of refuge iu the \Yars 
of earlier times. It was in these castles that the master·:~ ____. -- - . 
assembled in council, and consequently they recQ..i_ved th( 
name of Iff asters of the -valley, ·or: SCottish ill asters. In 
lodge- assembled, \Vhen they returned, all deference \Vas 
paid them, as the most learned men1bers of the fraternity, 
and to them \V'ere intrusted the most particular parts of 



48 GENERAL lliSTORY OF FREEMASONRY. 

each construction, or, in other \Vords, the conscientious 
adaptation aud rendering oftlie Scottish niodels. 

In this ·way, t~Masotii,g __ ~g_r:porations, in connection 
with the convents and abbeys, ~~' _!lfter the fall of 
the Rotnan empire, th~ great_QQ.nser-¥ato~s~~ce and 
~ and in so great esteem were the members of theso 
corporations held, that, notwithstanding the political in
feriority of Britain at this time, thP.se corporations "·ere 
found to create, by their invincible hardihood, a circle of 
activity and influence that etnbraced nearly the whole 'vest 
of Europe. Whenever an apostle of the Christian religion 
wa_s_sent to_a_distant m~sion, a_body of builders invariably 
accompanied hin1, and thus it was thaT a riia~ial_@ihce 
soon bore-,vifness to the advent of the spirit of truth. 

; --
During the invasion of the Dan~s, bet\'teen the years 

§95-and"SJO, nearly all the convents, churches, and mouas
t~ries were destroyed by fire, and w·ith them the records 
and- ancient docutneuts of- the lodges which ~en 
preserved- hi those convents. Fifty years after\vard, the 
king, Athelstan, des1 rous to rebuild these monuments of 
the religion of his heart, directed his adopted son Edwin, 
\Vho had been taught the science o{a ;;;hitecture,-10 as
semble, in the year 926, iu the city of York, all the lodges . . -
of Freemasons scattered throughout the country, to the 
end 'tliattliey- would reconstitute themselves according to 
their ancient laws. 'fhis done; he.con.firmed to them all 
the privileges which were possessed by the free Ro1nap. 
colleges in the time of the republic. The constitution 
that was at thi8 time presented by the king to the assem
bly of Masons, and which is called the ilharter of Y o1·k_, 
is imbued lvith the spirit of the first Christian con1muni
ties, and proves, iu its introduction, that the ~fasonic 
corporations at this time were but little aflected Ly any 
of the peculiar doctrines \Vhich subsequently \Vere pro
mulgated by councils of the Church dominant.1 

1 See the text of this Constitution, u nJer UJe tit)~ "r .. " ,.ter of York." 
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In those days it \\·as customary to dedicate and conse
crate to some saint every e1·ection intended for the \Vor
ship of God, and with the like idea all the corporations 
of artists, artisans, and trades chose patron saints. The 
Freemasons chose St. John the Baptist for theirs, because 
hie 'least- fuirotlfl)""e 24th g _f_ J Q.!}e,_ da_t~ ~f the ~n1er 
solstice. This day had ahvays been celebrated by the 
I~coples of antiquity and by the ~fasons, since the founda
tio4 of their fraternity, as the period of the year "rhen, 
the sun having attained its greatest height, nature is 
clothed and disports herself in .the greatest abundance of 
her richest products. As successors of the ancient col
leges of the Rotnans, the Freemasons of England con
served these cherished feasts; but, not to corne in conflict 
\vith the dominant clergy, they \Vere obliged to give their 
celebration a name not calculated to give offense. ·It \Vas 

on this account they \vere kno,vn oot exclusively by the 
na~e~..!!!,!lsons, but often as_ tbe Fraternitv of St. 
John, and, up~n _t_he_conti.!l~Jlt,_ah .. nos_t_e~clu.§Lvely as St. 
John Brothers, or Brothers of St. John • 

.::-.......___--

THE 11Aso~rc CoRPORATIONS IN GAuL. 

IN the :t.r.an~pJpine provinces of Gaul, the ~fasonic cor
porations, cotemporaneous \vith those of Britain, increased 
in a no less extraordinary manner. After the Roman 

I I 

provinces \Vere abandoned in the year 486, all the coun-
tries \Vhich had been subject to the Roman S\vay received 
\Vith delight the attention of these builders. In those 
countries they were called Free Corporations, their mem
ber8hip being composed entirely of brother 1fasons.1 Com-

1 See, for all that relates to tbe history or the society in France, first 
tne Chronological Table, and then the Summary of the History of Frt>e
D'liUIOnry in Gaul. 

4 



50 GE~ERAL HISTORY OF FREE~I.ASO~RY. 

l)OSed of the ren1ains of the ancient_ colleges of constructors, 
they mn.int.ained their antique organization in Lombardy, 
where Cosrno had a__ celebrated_.s.ch.DJ l of architecture. 
~-

llere they !ftUltiplied--to such an extent that they a ed 
to find occupation in that country, and consequently 
speead o-ver the continent. After obtaining frorn the 
,Popes the renewal of their a_nq_i~nLprivil.gg_es, aud the 
exclusive- monopQJ.y~q_f- e_r~cting_,_ in all Christendotn, the 
1nonunwnt~ dedicated to religious worship, they spread 
into all Christian countries. And although the men1bers 
of these corporations had .but little fear of, OF respect for, 
either the temporal or spiritual po,vet~ of the Popes-a 
fact w·hich they took no care to hide--so useful ·were they 
in enhancing the grandeur and dignity of religion, this 
lUODOpoly \Vas, nevertheless, rene\ved and confirmed by 
Pope Nicholas III, ill the year 1277, and continue4 until 
the year ... l§34,_when Pope Benedict XII accorded to them 
speeial diplomas. These diplon1as made thern free of all 
local la,vs, all royal edicts, a:I~ tnuu~~ipal reg~tion~ and 
every other obligation to which _the other inhabitants of 
tho country had to submit, thus r;;dering the title by 
'vhich they \Vere know~, of free corporations, peculiarly 
appropriate. In addition to this freedom, these diplomas 
couceded to them the ~ight of con1municating dir~ctly 

\YiiJ~~ ~opes, of fixing the amounts of their own sal
aries or w·ages, and of regulating in their general assenl
blies all subjects appertaining to their interior governtnent. 
All artists and artisans 'vho were not nlembet·s of these 

~ corpot·ations 'vere interdicted from every act \vhich \Vould 
in any 'vise interfere with the 'vork of the builders, and 
all sovereign rulers \vere commanded, as they dreaded the 
thunders of the Church, to suppress, with the strong arm 
of their po,ver, any combination of such artists aud art
isans as might rebel against this provision. 

During the n1iddle ages, in all the kingdoms and p~inci· 
palities of Europe, do 've find these corpcrations or frater-
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nities- in Germany, in France, Italy, Spain, and Portugal, 
,vhere, under the title of St. John Brothers, or Brothers 
of St. John, they have erected these sublime monun1ents, 
'Yhich, for all time, seen1 destined to remain as menlen
toes of their architectural skill and genius. Where\·er 
these corporations estab._li_s_h_e:-d_th-:--em_s_e_lv_c_~ey the1·e ln
creased theit· influence b,y adQ,pting,_.a.!_ E_atrons, th~ etni
nent n1en of the locality, aud initiating them as accepted 
~fasons into the bosom of their society. These, generally 
laying aside the n1aterial object of the institution, which 
fot· then1 had uo charms, attached then1sel ves to its mys
tical ...§enoo, an!l_founded, outside of the lodges of work
men, lodges 'vhose Labors 'vere entirely moral and_rlll.i.l.o
sophic. But,, altnost-tm.Tnetliately after becoming known 
to the' clergy, these lodges were ~e..t_hj:_that _into1erant 
spirit which su_Pe'i-ior knowledge, if unaut"Qorlz~d by the 
Church, did, in thoseda§sof-;eneral ignorance, receive at 
their hands, andtlie n1ernbers of these lmlges -were ac
cused of intro_ducin~isms antongJh_EL@!;y_, and troubles 
and sedition into the temporal sovereignty, disaffection 
toward the Pontifi. and all other sovereigns, and, in fine, 
of the wish to re-establish the Order of the Knio-h m
plar, an to reveu_ge t 1e ~q.t_ of the last G~~ter 
and other officers of that Oruer upon the descendants of 
the kings and princes ·who 'vere accessory thereto. In 
consequence of these charges, itlsstated by a document 
the authenticity of which has not yet been entirely estab
lished, that the representatives of nineteen of those philo
sophic lodges, located in different portions of Europ~, 
assembled 2!.._ Cologne, iu the r_e!--c__l1) .... 35, under the direc- ... 
tion of Hern1ann V, Bi$hop of Cologne. 1 At this meeting 
there 'vas prepared a confession of faith, in 'vhich '\rere 
enunciated the purposes and doctrines of the:3e ~fasonic 
societies. This document, called the" Charter of Cologne," 

1 For presiding at this assemoly, he was, some years subsequently, put 
-under lhe ban of the Church.. 
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is dated 24th of June, 1535, and thereto are signed nine
teen illustdous natnes, among which appear ' Philip ~1e
lancthou, Bruce! Coligni, ]'alk, Visieux, Stanhope, Jacobus 
Prepos1tus, Van N oock, nnu N ~ble-na.mes of those pres
ent at this a~sen1bly, as delegates ft•otn the n1asonic lodges 
of IJondon, Edinburgh, Amsterdan1, IIan1bnrg, Paris, Vi
enna, an<l other cities, to assist at this general assernbly 
convoked at Cologne. This charter is w·ritten upon a 
sheet ot' parchment in Masonic characters, 'vhich are con- . 
tracted into the Latin of the middle ages, anu the \\Tit
ing of which is so n1uch defa.ceu as to ren<ler son1e of the 
words unintelligible. This charter, together 'vith a docu
ment, saiu to be the records of a lodge called the "Lodge 
of the Valley of Peace," froin its organization to the year 
1519, after the death of a membet· of the lodge, named 
Boetzlaar, fell into the hanus of Prince Frederick, Orand 
Master of the lodges of Holland, who hau copies of then1 
prepared anu sent to the principalloogesof Europe. The 
pet·s~cutions of the ultramontane clergy, ho\vever, event
ually destt,oye<l the philosophic lodges of Southern and 
'V estern Europe. 

THE MAsoNic CoRPORATIONS IN GERliANY. 

DuRL.'iG the fifteenth century there existed in Gern1auy 
a great nun1ber of lodges of operative Masons which, 
following the example of the English lodges of the san1e 
period, recognized a fe\V principal louges of tnaster work
men. and arehitects, to 'vhom they accorded the title of 
high or grat'id lodges. These 'vere in nutnber five, and 
were e~tab~ed at Cologne, Strashua·g, Vienna, Zuri~b, 
and ifadgebuii:' 'l'hat at Cologne \Vas from at first con
sidet~d-the most important, anti the n1a~ter of the \York 
upon the cathedral at Cologne was recognized as the chief 
of all the masters and \Vorkruen of Lower Germany, as was 
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the master of the \Vot·k on the cathedral of Strasburg1 

eonsidet·eu as occupying a sin1ilar position of honor in 
Upper Germany. Subsequently there ·was established a 
central nlastet·ship, and Strasburg, when the \York upon 
its g1·eat catltcdt~al was continued . to its con1pletion, dis
pu tell the pre-e1ni nence with Cologne, \vhose cathedral is 
yet unfinished, and became the seat of the grand nlaster
ship. The grand lotlge of Strasburg counted \Vithin her 
jurisdiction the lodges of France, IIesse, S\vabia, Thurin
gia, Francogia, and Bavaria; while to the grand lodge of 
Cologne \Vere subordinate the lodge·s of Belgium and 
neighboring portions of France. The grand lodge of 
Vienna exercised ju1·isdiction over the lodges of Austria, 
Hungary, and Sty ria; while those of Switzerland were 
attached to the grand lodge of Berne during the con
struction of the cathedral in that city, and subsequently 
to that of Zurich, \vhcre its seat \Vas transferred in 1502. 
The lodges of Saxoity, which fron1 at first recognized the 
supretnacy of the grand lodge of Strasburg, were subse
quently placed under that of Madgeburg. 

These five grand lodges had a sovereign• and inde
pendent jurisdiction, and adjudged, 'vithout appeal, all 
causes brought before then1, accot·ding to the statutes of 
the society. These aneient Ja,vs, revised by the chiefs of 
the lodges, a~sen1bled at Ratisbonne on the 25th of April, 
1459, and, for the first tinle, printed in 1464,2 were en
titled ''Statutes and Rules of the Fraternity of Stone-cutters 
of Strasburg." Sanctioned by the Emperor ~1aximilian 

in the year 1498, the constitution, composed of those 
Htatutes and rules, \Vas confirmed by Cl!arles V in 1520, 
by Ferdinand in 1558, and their successors. 

1 Erwin of Steinbach. lie called together, at Strasburg~ the )fa sonic 
Congress of 12i5. Uis seal is mentioned by Brother Clave} as being the 
olde~t arrangement of the compass, square, and letter G extant.-TitANS. 

2 Tui.;; was about t\veuty-five years after the discovery of the art of 
printing with moveable ty pes.-'l'.RA:iS. 
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'l'o·ward the close of the fifteen~ntury, however, ~he 
cry~~g_abuses of the clergx:,_J!lill._ t1le Popes having cooled 
the religions fervor and unsettled the faith of the people, 
the construction of many churches was arrested for want 
of necessary means to erect them. This led to the dis
persion of the tnen engaged in erecting them, and imme
diately follo·wing this change in pnblic sentiment, burst 
forth tl1:_e_reformation,~ by L!!._thet~, \vbich rent for the 
time, almost to its foundation, the temporal and spiritual 
po\ver of the Popes, and, forever arresting the work upon 
the vast monun1ents of wo.rship, g_ave the death..:.!!!.~:nv to 
the n1asonic corporations in every portiou of the European 

, cot;tinent. Gr·adJ!allitbencefort.h tl!.e-Gern1au larl.g.es dis
solved-those of_Switzerland had been by a.n order of the 
~~n Die:Ld.i.§~e_d_iu 152.2-the jurisdiction of the 
five gtand lodges 'vas narrowed to very confined limits, 
and with nothing to construct, and nothing to adjudicate, 
the Diet of the Empire, sitting at l{.atisbonne, ~ed, 
by a _]a\v of the 16th of ~1nrch, 1707, the authority of 
these lodges, and ordaille.Lthat the · rei ces veen 
thEl.--lY_.orkmen builders 'vhich might tlleeeafter arise should 
be submitted to the civil tribunals. · - · ___..,._.- . -- ---------.- -

GENERAL TRANSFORMATION OF FREEMASONRY FROli AN OPERA

TIVE TO A SPECULATIVE OR PHILOSOPHIC INSTITUTION. 

DuRING the troubles which desolateu England about the 
middle of the seventeenth centu~,y, and after the death of 
Charles I, in 1649, the ~1asonic corporation~ of England, 
and !fi~_pa.rticularl_x: those of Scotland, labored in secret ----for the re-~tabli§.btne.nt of._!)1e._!ht·one destroyed by Crom-
well; ancf for this purpose they in~titut"ed lllany degrees 
hitherto unknown and totally foreign to the spirit and na· . .. .,....,...,.,_ 

ture_of Fre .. ~:m .. a.so.nry, and 'vbich, in fact, gave to this ti nle-
hon_gred--institutiou-a.-ch~er entirelu)olitical. The dis-
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cussions to 'vhich this country was a prey had already pro
~d_£!-_sgpJtration b~tw__e_cn the oQerat1veanfl_~c~epted ~la
sons. The lattel.' were honora!J:_members, who, according 
to long established usage, ha,d been ~ted into the society 
for the ad:-~n~g~ which their ge~rally influential position 
in the country might effect; but this very position made 
them at this time naturally the adherents of the throne -...-.---------------n.nd the strong supporters of Charles II, who during his 
exile ""as received as an accepted j\fason by their election, 
and, in conscqt..ence of the benefits he derived f1·on1 the 
society, gave to Masonry the title of Royal Art; because 
it 'vas· mainly by its instrument~lity that he was raised to 
the throne and monarchy restored to England. 

Notwithstanding, however, the favor 'vith, ·which it 'vas 
regarded by the king, Freemasonry, during the .latter part 
of the seventeenth century, decreased to such a degree 
th~-03 but four lodo-es existed in t · f on
don, while throughout Great ntain at that time none 
other 'vere knowi1 to the members, 'vho, reduced to the 
smallest n un1ber, attended the meetings of these. In fact, 
'vith the completion of St. Paul's Cathedral, the city of 
London was considered~ occupation of the 
operati ve_l!.asoilS...Seemed-to~h~ep~ought to a close; 
while the accepted ~fasons, having obta1ned the object of 
their desire in the restoration of the monarchy, neglecteil 
the comn1union they had previously kept up with the 
operative members orth-e institution. Hence 've find that 
in the ''eari~<mt:.lielOdge of St. Paul-so named because 

v ~ 

the operative ~fasons engaged in the erection of the cathe-
dral held their lodge in a building situated in the church
.rard or grounds thereof-passed an in1portant resolution 
the object of which 'vas to augment the numbers of the 
fraternity,- and to give the ~fa sonic institution some of its 
forn1er - in1portance in public estimation. Here, having 
agreed tl:i"at theyw should continue the existence of so 
praiseworthy au institution to be used as the conservator 
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of religion and tradition, and perpetuate, by the beautifu\ 
a11 egories of its legends and syrnuols, its eminently hu
manitaeian doctrines, they for this purpose adorted the 
following rnemorable resolution: 

' :_R~oLVED, That the JJrivileges of lJlasonry shall no longer 
be con fined to operative Masons, bat be free to rnen of all pro-
t'es.sions, provided that they are regularly approved and ini
tiated into tAe fraternity." 

'rhis important decision changed entirely the face of the 
society, and ttansforn1eJ it into what we find it to-day; 
but n1any difficulties had to be removed, n1any ,years of 
pt·obation had to be passed befot·e this fortn of its work
ings could be successfully adopted. This was owing, first, 
to the want of union an1ong the four lodges; seconu, to 
the exceedingly disreputable character "·hich, for many 
years, hail attaclied-to the. society-it having degenerated 
from an iiilluentia.l and privileged institution to little 
better than"-a-pO't-=house companionship, 'vith here and --- - -- --- ..-" ---"\ thei·e a proud few \Vho remembet·ed its glories of other 
days-but perhaps, above all, the determined oppositio.J 
of the Grand Master2 ~Christo£!!_~ :lV...@!h_the archi
tect oft he ne\V city of Loudon, to the spidt of the inno
vating resolution. This opposition he maintained until 
his death; so that it "ras not until after that event, \vhich 
occurred in 1716, that the four lodges \Yhich still existed, 
1nore in name than in fact, felt then1selves at liberty to 
assemble their membership \vith the pri1nary object of 
electing a new Grand Master, but more pat'ticulurly to 
detach thernsel ves fro1n all connection 'vith the lodge at 
~thau for fifty years enjoyed but a non1inn.l exist
ence, an<l to put into active operation the decision iuvolveu 
in the resolution of 1 ?03. 
. Iu that assembly, after electing the 1\{aster of St. Paurs 
L odge, Anthony Sayre, to the office of Grand ~faster, 
there \vere gathered up the "Constitution and Charges of a 
Freemason," which, subsequently prefaced by a" History of 
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Jj,rcemnsonry," prepared by Dr. Anderson, were aecepted, 
aanctioned.l-and pcintcl,_jn 1723, under tl:w. title of "The .... 
Constitution and Charges of the Andent and Respectable Fra-
ternity of F1·cemasons.'' An<-LLt is the date of this publica
tion that_ maLJ2!:0.p.erly-ba-. conshlQted the corn1nencement 
of excl us~ ~pecu latiye._ol!-nlodern-Frcetnasonry. The 
principle of civilization iudwell~ng in the doctrines nnu 
pursuits of ~Iasonry, after having hurst the bonds which 
kept it grasped in the sti11:" en1hrace of a mechanical asso
ciation, at once abandoning itself to ull its powers of ex
pansion, almost imn1ediately penetrated the heal't, of the 
social system, and animated it \Vith a new life. The new 
Ft·een1asonry, in the short spac~w-ent~ears, 
spread. itself in a n1anner but little less than tniracUTous 
tnto nearly every_ P_2!~iQ!l of the civiliz d world. It 
passed from Euglang~ Ft~ullce as early as 1725, theucc 
to Bel_gium, to IIolland, to Ge~1ny, _ erlCa, subse
'}Uently to Portugal, Spain, Italy, Switzedaud, to Sweden, 

....__ ,_____ -
a.nd to Pol!!Jld; and, as early as 11,_--!D,.. \Vere to be found 
louges in Dentnark, i u Bo_hen1ia., in R~\a, in. the A_util.les, 
iu A~a, and -u; the British possessions iu ilil!__do~tan. 

If Fr·cenutsonry has ceased to erect tmnples; if it has 
ceased to engage in material architecture; if it no longer 
exhiuits itself in the elevation of spit·es and turrets as 
points from \vhich eyes may be directed and hopes ascend 
to\varu a better an<l a happier 'vorld, it has not less con
tinued its \Vork of n1oral and intellectual cui tu re; and itsl 

\ 

success in this respeot has been far more satisfactory than 
those who planned its design as a speculative institution 
eYet' hoped to achieve. In all tirne it has exercised a power
ful and happy inf!~~e upon social progr·ess; and if to
day, instead of holding itself at the head of all secular 
sodeties, it is known in some countries but to Le rejected 
and despised, this condition is o\ving to the destruction of 
that uniformity and oneness of purpose w·hich constituted 
its fundaxneutal reconlmendation; auu this destruction is 
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d~e to the innovations introduced by ambitious and design
ing men for n1otives of personal influence and advancement~ 
and in defiance of their solemn assev·erations that it "'as 
not 'vithin the power of its membership to introduce inno
vations into the body of Freemasonry. But even he1·e it 
has sho'\vn the irnmortality of its spirit; for, notwithshttHl
ing tbe n1ultiplicity of rites 'vhich have been forced upon 
it, and the ceremonial degrees 'vhich have been added to 
it-thus dividing its strength, causing grave inconvenience, 
choking the sources of accurate information as to its origin 
and history, and creating useless and unsatisfactory dis
tinctions among its men1bers-that excellent spirit which 
its earliest teachings engender and subsequent culture 
fosters is ever exhibited in a fraternal regarcl for each 
other when the brethren meet in their popular assembly, 
and there lay aside "all distinctions save that noble dis
tinction, or rather emulation, of who can best work and 
best agree." 
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DIVERS OPI~IONS UPO~ THE ORIGIN OF FREE~L~ 

SOXRY-ITS DOCTRI~ES, ITS OBJECT, 

AND ITS FUTURE. -
THE origin of Freemasonry has been, for a long time, 

vague and obscure. And while it is to this obscurity in 
its history, augmented by the multiplicity of systems 
'vhich haYe been introduced, that it is necessary to attrib· 
ute the contradictory opinions as to its origin held. by 
those "~ho have 'vritten upon that subject, it is, however, 
due to the scientific researches of a fe,v ~fasonic historians 
who have entered this field of darkness with the deter-. 
mination to lay aside all the commonly received opinions 
and traditions upon the subject, that at the present day 
this obscurity has disappeared. 

By the connection that its forms of initiation present 
with the Egyptian nfysteries, and with many societies and 
philanthropical schools of antiquity- the Dyonisian, the 
Therapeutic, the Essen ian, the Pythagorean-some authors 
have believed that 'vithin one or several of those societies 
might be found the cradle of Freemasonry; 'vhile others, 
led into error by the symbols and pass\v-ords of Hebrew · 
origin, have pretended that its birth had place at the build
ing of Solomon's Temple, of which the books of Kings 
and of Chronicles, as found in the Old Testament, aflord 
us such precise details. This temple, erected in the year 
1012, before the Christian era, by king Solomon, who 'vas, 
no doubt, ~faster o( tl1e .Hebrew ~fysteries-a type of the 
Egyptian-and nine years aftenvard dedicated by him to 
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the glory of the one only and ever-living God, was the first 
national nlan ife&tation of an only God evm~ erected. From 
the po1 n t.ed beariug of this fact, and as a masterpiece of 
gorgeou!:; architecture, representing in perfection the in1age 
and ha•·n1ony of the universe, this ten1ple has ever sym
bolized in Freenutsonry the moral excellence ~o which 
very brother is in duty bound to carry his perfected 

\Vork. Losing sight, ho\Yever, of this aspect of the mat
ter, as \vell as of the fact that all the teachings of an
tiquity were invariably clothed in allegories and illustrated 
by symbols, 1nany authors, and following them the mass 
of the brethren, haV"e a.ccepted the teachings of ~fasonry 
and the legends of the degt·ees not as allegories, but as 
actual occurrences, an<l have inextricably entangled them
selves in their endeavors to explain then1 as such . 

.Another peculiarity \Vhich has~ above all, contributed to 
tndnce error in the researches into the origin of the so
ciety, is the difierence presented by the forms of initiation; 
that of the first degree being evidently borro,ved from the 
Egyptian, \Vbile those of the se·cond and third belong en
tirely to the llebre'v mysteries. 1,his diftereuce, however, 
\vill be easily understood, \vhen it is known that N uma 
Poinpilius organized his colleges of constructors as a fra
ternity of artists a.nd at·tisans, and, at the same time, as 
a religious society. "\Vhen so organized, the gt·eater nunl
ber of the colleges, finding th01nselves co:nposed of Gt·ceks 
'\v~o had been initiated into the mysteries of their country, 
Imitated in their worship the form of initiation practiced 
in those mysteries; but \vhen, some seven hundred years • 
afterward, in the tin1e of Julius Cresar, the J ew·s """ere pro
tected at Rome and granted many inununities, an1ong 
'vhich were the privilege of setting up their synagogues, 
a great n1any IIebre\v artists and artisans ' 'vere a.ftil iatecl 
in those colleges, and in their turn introduced a part of 
the Ilebre\V mysteries, and \Vith them their own beautiful 
allegori~s: among ·which that of the third degree was <:-hief. 
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It is true that the forms of initiation practiced in our 
day probably bear very littlf' resemblance to those 'vhich 
'vere in use arnong the Roman colleges of builders, and 
that these fot·ms have often been changed or modified to 
suit the country and the men 'vho found themselves at 
tlle head of the fraternity; neverthe1esB, it is certain tha 
a fixed and unchanged foundation has always religiouslj 
been preserved. The rituals w·hich \Vere established at 
Loudon iu 1650, as \Yell as those of 1717, seem to have 
been based upon the Anglo-Saxon documents, arranged 
by the Genet·al Assembly at York in the year 926. It 
will be remembered that the fraternity iu 1650, the year 
after the bloody execution of Charles I, and 'vhen the 
accepted 1Iasons had acquired such influence iu the insti
tution, had, to son1e ~onsiderable extent, and, iu 1717, to 
a far gt·eater degree, abandoned the material object of the 
association, and the n1embers thet·eof having sub1nitted, at 
their initiation into the two first degrees, to all the proofs 
requit·ed of the 11aster, the allegory of Hebre'v origin and 
the summit of Hebrew myst~ry was always preserved as 
the proper illustration for the third degree, susceptible, 
as it is, of a local interpretation that satisfies men of 
every worship.1 

Notwithstanding the connection that so eYidently exists 
bet,Yeen the ancient n1ysteried and the F1·eemason ry of 
our day, the ]atter shonld be considered an imitation 

1 Such hiRtorians as attribute to the partisans of the Stuarts the jn-
• stitution of Freemasonry, and who constantly believe that this allegory 
portray~ the violent death of Charles I, are in error; for it requires but 
a very limiteJ. knowledge of the ancient mysteries to see in Hiram, the 
master workman, the Osiris of the Egyptians, the ~1ithras of the Per 
8ian~, the Bacchus of the Greeks, the Atys of the Phrygians, or the 
Balder of the Scandinavians, of whom these people celebrated the pas
sion, violent death, and resurrection as the Roman elergy of to-day, in 
the sacrifice of the ~lass, celebrate the passion, violent death, and resur
rection of J csus Chril:lt. Otherwise, this ia the type eternal of all the 
religiona which have succeeded each other u pou the earth. 
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rather than a continuation of those ancient n1ystceies; for 
initiation into then1 \Vas the entering of a school 'Yherein 
were taught art, science, morals, la,v, philosophy, philan
thropy, and the \Vonders and worship of nature; while 
the n1ysteries of Freemasonry al'e but a resume of divine 
tncl human \visdo1n and morality-that is to say, of all 
hose perfe~tions \Vhich, when practiced, bring man nearest 

to God. Freemasonry of to-day is that universal morality 
that attaches itself to the inhabitants of all c1irnes-to the 
1ueu of every v:orship. In this sense, the Freen1a.son re
ceives not the la\v, he gives it; because the n1orality Free
masonry teaches is unchanging, 1nore extended and uni
versal than any native or sectarian religion can be; for 
these, always exclusive, class rnen \Vho difter from them 
as pagans, idolaters, schistnatics, heretics, or infidels; while 
1\fasoury sees nothing in such religionists but brothers, to 
\vhonl its ten1ple i:; open, that by the knowledge of the 
truth therein to be acquired they may be made fi;ee from 
the prejudices of their country or the errors of their 
fathers, and taught to love and succor each other. Free
masonry decries error and flies frotn it, yet neither hates 
nor persecutes. In fine, the real object of this association 
may be sununed up iu these \vords: To efiace fron1 among 
men the prejudices of caste, the conventional distinctions 
of color, origin, opinion, nationality; to annihilate fa.nat
icisrn and superstition; extirpate national discord, and 
'vith it extinguish the firebrand of war; in a \vord, to ar
rive, by free and pacific progress, at one forn1ula or n1odel 
of eternal and universal right, according to which each 
individual hurnau being shall be free to develop every 
faculty with 'vhich he may be endowed, and to concur 
heartily and \vit.h all the fullness of his strength in the 
bestown1ent of happiness upon all, and thus to make of 
the whole human race one fan1ily of brothers, united by 
affection, \visdotn, and labor. 

Slowly and painfully does the highest condition of ., 
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hunln.n knowledge accqnlplish its great revolution around 
the gHttering axis of truth. The march is long, and since 
it began nations and peoples have lived and died; but 
'vhen that jout·ney is accomplished, and the incarnation of 
truth, no'v robed but in its symbol, shall appear in all 
the splendor of its brilliant nudity, truth's torch itself 
shall then enlighten the ·world, the doctrine that has just 
been announced shall beco1ne the religion of aU the peo
ples of the earth, and then, and not till then, will be 
realized that sublime ideal no\v mysteriously hidden in 
the syrnbol of Freemasonry. 

That day is, without doubt, yet far distant; but it will 
art·i ve. Its con1ing is marked by destiny and in the order 
of the centuries. Already, in the sacred balance of eter
nal justice, is seen each day to diminish a portion of the 
errors of the people, and to increase the body of light, 
of principle, and those truths which are preparing the 
way for its triumph, and which, one day, will give assur- 1 

ance of its reign. 
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HISTORICAL SU~I:rtiARY OF THE 1\:IASONIC CORPORA

TIONS IN GAUL, FROl\1 THEIR INTRODUCTION IN 

THE YEAR 60 B. C., TO THEIR DIBSOLUTION 

IN THE SIXTEENTII CENTURY. 

AFTER ten years of unavailing war, the old Gallic na
tionality perished. All had to subn1it to the great genius 
of Julius Cresae-the n1ost beautiful devotion as "·e11 as 
the most indon1itable courage. It was in vain that- the 
three hundred and fifty tribes of the Gauls, the Bellovici 
and the Carnutes, the Ae<lui and the Bituriges, the Treviri 
and the Arvet·ni, had disputed ·with hi·m, step by step, the 
possession of their territory. The Roman legions, sur
mounting every obstacle, filling up swamps, breaking out 
roads, and traveling securely through dense forests, took 
possession of nearly every town and village to which they 
laid siege, and gained nearly every battle 'vhich they 
fought. After having exhausted themselves in vain ef
forts for the defense of Alise and Uxellodunum,2 Gaul 

1 Shortl_y before this period, some brigades of Companion Constructors, 
with their masters at their head, accompanied the Homan legions into 
the middle of Gaul and into Spain, and there had erected some towns: 
Cordova, for example. But it was not until Cresar's time that the col
leges, complete in all their appointments, were called by him to recon
struct the destroyed cities. 

2Alise is supposed uy some to be now called Iselburg, or, according to 
Junius, l-Ve3el, in the duchy of Cleves, but more probably Elsen-Index 
to Oesar's Comments. The situation of Uxellodunum is not now known, 
though, in the opinion of some geographers, it was the modern Ussoldun. 
-Ibid. (Note by Translator.) · 
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forced into he1: last intrenchments, \Vas obliged to submit 
to the yoke of the conqueror; and thus, despite of her
~e1f, she became one of the most rich and beautiful prov
inces of the vast Roman Empire. 

According to Plutarch, Cresar, for the purpose of bring-
- iug to a successful conclusion his long and perilous enter

prise, had taken more than eight hundred to\vns, con
qncred more than three millions of men~of ·whom one 
tJtillion perished in battle, and another million ·was re
tlJced to captivity-but, finally, in the year 60 B. C., the 
w urk of conquest was achieved. 

\Jresar treated the conquered country with extreme mod
ernt:on. He left to Gaul her territory, her habitations2 

:n1d 1.,he essential forms of her government. lie accorded 
to h,~L· people even the title and rights of Roman citizens, 
with the sole condition that they should pay tribute. 

Litt!e by little the old Gauls abandoned their rude and 
savage manners for those soft and polished of their con
querors. 1l 'hey forsook their antique oppida, difficult of 
access, for c~ties embellished and adorned with elegant 
constructions, and upon favorable spots, desolated by war, 
arose cities anu to·wns equaling those of Italy. Augusto
dunum replaced Bibracte, and Augusto-nemetum ~~as built 
near Gergovia. The nevv cities, built under the direction 
of the corporations of constructors, who \:vere partly at
tached to the Roman legions, took names from the lan
guage of their builders, and received from Rome priests 
and magistrates. Immediately sumptuous edifices arose 
upon the sacred places; beautiful statues, modeled by 
Graeco-Latin art, are substituted for the rude effigies of 
the Celtic divinities; swamps filled with reeds, and lands 
ct>vered \Vith briars, are converted into beautiful fields and 
meadow·s; the forests are cleared and the soil cultivated 
to rival the most beautiful countries on the thither side 
of the Alps. Numerous roads open up comn1unication 
with all parts; the rivers are furrowed with boats, and 

5 
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the ocean with richly-laden ships, like those of the l\1eui~ 
terrn.nean; comtnerce is extended, fabrics of every kind 
begin to be manufactured; and, in fine, the various prod
ucts of the country are carrieu into every province of 
the vast en1pire. 

Since the tin1e of Cresar, Gaul had been furro,Yed with 
oads, but it remained until the reign of Augustus to con

nect them 'vith those 'vhich had been constructed in the 
neighboring provinces. That Etnpcror, for the in1n1ense 
work that the conquest reclain1ed, <?rdered from beyond 
Cisalpine Gaul, C\ .... euice and Lombardy,) and even from 
Rome itself, all the builders and artisans, men1bers of tbe 
colleges of constructors, 'vbich could be spared. These 
corporations conserved their important privileges, and in 
Gaul consiuerably augn1ented their organization. One 
portion occupied themselves ,,·ith the construction of tbe 
roads, and directed the Roman soldiers in their labors. 
Another wa.s more particularly charged with the \Vork on 
fortifications and intrenched camps, and the latter "~ere 
generally attached to the legions. Other colleges, com
posed of ar-tist constructors in w·ood, and mechanics, 
built,- at ~Iassilia (~:farse1lles), and at Ft·ejus, ships and 
boats for the service of the state; while another class of 
those co11eges \Vere occupied exclusively in the erection 
of public temples and 1nonuments; and, finally, yet an
other in constructing bridges and aqueducts. It \vas 
under the orders of Agrippa that the latter class con
structed the most beautiful paved roads which crossed 
Gaul in every direction. Among these may be reckoned 
the Via Domitia, that traversed Savoy and Provence (this 
road '\vas originally · constructed under the direction~ of 
Pompey, in the year 45 B. 0., and extended from Italy 
aln1ost into Gaul, toward the Alps); the Via Aurelia, which 
starting from Civita Vecchia (Forum Aurelia), to Aries; 
that of Emporium, ft·om near the Pyrenees to the passage 
.of the Rhone; finally the road ·which, ending at Lyons, 
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after ha:dng passed through the valley of Aosta, contin
ued, by order of Agrippa, in four different directions
viz.: the first into Aquitania (Guienne and Gascony), by 
the Auvergne; the second to the Rhine, by the tnouth 
of the ~feuse; the third to La on, by Burgundy and Pi- . 
cardy, and the fourth to ~farseilles, by Narbonne. These 
\Vere the principal roads; but there ·were a great n1auy 
others which connected the different to,vns and villages. 
Lugdnnnrn (Lyons) \Yas to Gaul what the City of Rome 
was to the rest of the universe, the center \Vherein termi
nated a11 the principal roads of the country. As at Rome 
'vas there to be seen at Lyons the great n1i1estone or col
umn from \Vhich all roads were.Ineasured, and upon which 
the distance to every point along each road was marked. 
The great Rotnan roads 'vere n1arked at regular distances, 
by milestones (milliarii Lapides), of from fi \·e to eight feet 
high, upon ·which "·as indicated the number of the stone, 
and the distances given in miles and leagues. 

A means of pacification employed by the Roman Em
peror was to found a great number of military colonies. 
Entrusted with the task of keeping quiet their n1ost tur
bulent neighboring countries, and ,,·ith the defense of 

c: '-

their frontier against the aggressions of the Germans, 
these colonies, which have given birth in nearly all the 
provinces to the cities of the pr~sent day, were in daily 
con1munication with the inhabitant8 of the neighboring 
conntry, transmitting to then1 their ideas of taste and 
cultivation. Composed of Roman citizens: they eujoyed 
the same rights and privileges to which they were accus
tomed in Italy. 

The Emperor Augustus, after having regulated, at N arbo
~fartius (Narbonne), in the year 27 B. C., the assessment 
of imposts and the administration of the interior, after 
having established schools and adapt~d the laws to the 
wants of the people, occupied himself in directing the 
construction, in many of the cities, inN arbonne and Lyons, 
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particularly, by the colleges of architects, roads, aqueducts, 
entren~hed camps, etc. Fron1 .that date the prosperity of 
Lyons Inny be said to have begun. lTnder the }{oman 
rule this city becan1e tho capital of Gaul, the seat of gov
ernnlent, the imperial residence during the voyages of 
Angustus, and those of most the successors to his reign. 

Crosnr and Augustus, moreover, accepted the patronage 
of a nurnber of towns vvhich took theit· names from the 
Julian and Augustan fantilies, and whicb enjoyed many 
privileges. 

The ancient cities, such as 1Vfarseilles, Aries, Aix, N ar
bonne, etc., were ornamented, in a considerable degree, 
by n1onuments; \vhile, by the prodigious activity of the 
colleges of constructors, upon the sites of ancient towns, 
destroyed in the 'Yars, arose ne\v cities, in the construction 
of vvhich both Rontan soldier and native population lent 
their aid . . 

Among this crowd of cities, the most in1portant 'vere 
Rheims, Rouen, Bourges, Sens, Bourdeaux, Besangon, 
Lyons, Vienne, Toulouse, Paris, and Treves, and the last
named was chosen latterly as the residence of the gover
nors of Gaul. Those cities were organized exactly upon 
the plan of Rome, wherein reposed the center of govern
nlent. Each of them had its forum, its capitol, its thea
ters, its an1phitheater, its temples, its cathedrals, its ·streets 
and aqueducts, and also its schools, wherein were taught 
polite literature, science, and art \vith a success that ri
valed that of Athens under Pericles, and Rome under Au
gustus himself. 

The spectacle that Gaul presented under the dominion 
of the twelve Cresars is of the highest interest. The col
·leges of architects, cotnposed generally of artists and men 
versed in all the sciences, had contributed to this elevated 
degree as much by the great nuntber of monuments vvhicb 
they had erected in the principal Gallic cities, under tho 
reign of Augustus, as by their learning and their humani· 
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tarian prineip1es. In ttis manner the fraternity had at
tained to a condition of such consideration that men the 
most distinguished regarded it a high privilege to be ac
cepted among them as honorary n1embers. .At this time 
many of the most illustrious patricians, prefering Gaul to 
Italy as a residence, Agt·ippa, ])rusus, TiLerias, and the 
richest among the citizens of Rome, sought governorships 
in that country prefet·ably to any other. In fu1e, the 
Rotnan instituti6ns, n1at1ners, letters, and arts transplanted 
to this soil attained a development as abundant as in the 
most flourishing of the years known to Italy herself. 

It should be remarked that all of these productions of 
intelligence \Vere for·warded or retarded, ho·wever, by the 
condition of reiguing emperor-the good ruler \vorking 
for the good of the pt·ovinces as ·well as for that condition 
of Rome herself, while the evil-disposed ruler .. burdened 
them \vith in1posts and vexations grievances. 

Aln1ost to the fourth century the arts, and particularly 
architecture, 'vere very flout·isbing in the province of 
Gaul. From the time of Constantine, almost to the defeat 
c,f Syagrius, the emperors continued to visit the country 
to defend it against the incessant invasions of the Ger
fiHtns, Saxons, Burgundians, llerulians, etc. But the 
:rranks, of all its invaders, appeared to be the most re
doubtable and persistent. No defeats da1nped their cour
age until the year 355, of our era, when Julian, having 
overthrow·n thetn in the most signal manner,_removed his 
residence to Lutesia (Paris), and caused there to be con
structed an ilnmense palace, the ruins of the baths of 
w·hich may be seen, in the Rue de la Ilarpe, to this day. 
Under the emperors who succeeded hin1, however, the 
aggressions becarne more active and audacious, and the 
t·avages more terrible. The imperial power lost each 
year, each day, a portion of its prestige. Stilicon yet sus
tained the power of llonorins, in Gaul; but, after him, 
the Sclaves, the Alans, and the lluns pillag~d and devas-
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tated the country 'vithout pity and 'vitbout n1ercy. The 
Visigoths and the Burgundians undertook even to estab
lish tbemsel ves in the land. Adolph, king of the Goths, 
fought the Gern1an hordes fo1' some tin1e ·with Yariab]e 
success, Lut he '\Yas, in his turn, chased from N arLonuo 
and finally driven from the south by Constance, a gen 
eral cornznauding the arn1y of IIonorins. It 'vas in this 
war that the gt·eater portion of the beautifu1 rr1onun1on ts 
er.ected by the Roman colleges 'vere destroyed-lnonu
Ineuts the beauty and sym1netry of ·which 've can yet 
judge by the existing ren1ains of the a1nphitheaters at 
Arles, at Frejus, Nemes~ etc., the aqueducts of the Pout 
du Gard, at Lyons, and those of neighboring cities. 

Houorius reorganized the Gauls, and Aries Lecatne the 
capital. In a proclamation, he invited the people to con
struct twenty-four of their destroyed cities, to rebuild 
their bridges, and re-establish their roads. For this pur
pose, he sent into all pat'ts of the country which had 
been overrun by the barbri.ri ~ hordes artist constructors, to 
guide the workn1en and direct then1 in theit· labot·s. But 
all of these ameliorations endured for but a short time; 
the barbarous nations continued their invasions, and the 
Franks finally triun1phed. It was in vain that Actius 
fought the Visigoths, repulsed the Burgundians, <lefieu 
Attila. It \Vas in vain that 11:ajorien retook Lyons from 
Theodoric; the Franks seized upon 11ayence, Treves, and 
Cologne, destroyed their principal edifices, and heaped 
ruin .... upon 1:uin. They established tben1selves at Tour
nay, and from thence advanced, step by step, over the 
territory of the empire. In fine, Clovis appeared, anu 
Gaul \\"'as forever withdrawn fro1n !{oman domination. 
Then it \Vas that a ne\v art et·ected itself upon the old 
ruins, established itself upon a new basis, and developed 
itself, n1arked 'vith some material elen1ents of the past, 
but reiuvested 'vith another s_ytnbol. 

The 1\fasonic corporations \Vhich had been f9rmed out .. 
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:-ide of the legions who settled in Gaul-and their number 
was considerable-after the retreat of the Ron1ans in the 
ye::w 486, remained iu the country. For years they had 
been in the habit of receiving into their membership many 
of the Gauls. ~!any members of these cor~rations enl
braced Christianity, which, in Gaul, since the beginning 
of the third century, had numerous partisans. No longer 
exclusively employed by the government, and their privi
leges consequently having decreased, a change operated in 
their organization. The different arts aud trades which, 
almost to that time, had been united in one fraternity, 
sepat·ated and formed distinct corporations; and it '\'as 
among these coepora.tions that, n1uch degenerated, \Vere 
found to exist the n1anuers and custon1s of the Roman 
colleges of constructors, and 'vhich, subsequently, served , 
as a basis for the comrnune.s of the middle ages. Among 
them the corporations of ~fasons were at all times the 
most intportant, because they conserved their primiti "·e 
organization and privileges, and continued to devote them
selv·es partict1larly to the construction of religious edifices. 
Intrusted by the ne\v apostles, \Yho, in the year 257, catue 
fron1 Ron1e, bearing the title of bishops, with the construc
tion of the religious edifice~ then iu course of erection at 
Amiens, Beauvais, Soissous, Rheirns, and Paris, these 
Clu·istian ~fasons, guided by those apostles, and inspired 
by them with a horror. of pagan temples, wrought \vith 
zeal in the destruction of the enormous nun1ber of edifices 
and \vorks of art that the wars and the invasions had not 
yet destroyed, and of which there existed many ren1ains. 
In this manner the earth uecame the s~pulcher of all the 
remains of centuries of early art. 

U uder the reign of Childedc (460-481), of Clovis (481-
511), of Clothaire (511-561), many churches ·were built 
upon the ruins of the pagan temples, and, at the close of 
the sixth century, a great many existed. During the in .. 
ternational wars, the invasions of barbarians and social 
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struggles of the people, the study of science and the prac
tice of the divers branches of the arts, found place alone 
in the monasteries, "~herein, above all, \Vet·e cultivated 
architecture, sculpture, and painting. So that 'vheeevcr 
the erection of a church '"as conten1plated, the plan \Yas 

furnished by an ecclesiastic-a rne1nber of the 11asonic 
corporation.s-anu the \Vork ·was executed under his direc
tion. St. Eloi, Bishop of Noyen (659), St. Ferol, of J.~itno
ges, Dalmac, Bishop of Rhodes, and Agricola, Bisho1J of 
Chnlons (680-700), were the celebrated architects. But 
the corporations had equally good from among the laity, 
of which the most renowned had gone to England, l1aving 
been engaged by the Bishop of vVeymouth, who came to 
G-aul to seek such; and, later, Charles 11arte1, who ruled 
(740) in France under the title of'' ~1.ajor of the Palace," 
sent many masters and "~orkn1en to England upon the 
demands of the Anglo-Saxon kings. 

The invasion of the Arabs (718) arrested the flight that 
the arts had taken in the seventh century, and it \vas 
not until the reign of Charlemagne (768-814) that stone
cutters and sculptors \Vere ordered from Lotnbardy, anti 
architecture \vas again cultivated with success. The quali
fication of stone-cutter, or ma~ter of the \York, \Vas tl1eu 
given to the greatest architects of Europe, and whoeve1· 
w·ished to become an architect found it necessary to be 
receh?ed into the corporation to learn the art of stone
cutting-that branch of architecture being considered the 
basis of the art-not, bo·wever, to be consideted or re
ceived as a master until he had passed through n1any de
gt·ees of apprenticeship. ·It was in the Latin style that 
all edifices of the time· were ere<:ted. The Ron1an and 
Roman-ogee, or tl·ansition, styles succeeded it.1 

1A11 the monuments constructed by Masonic_ corporations were erected 
after certain forms and rules which are called style. The style was 
ado1Jied by the architects or chiefs, and all the masters had to conforra 
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The y~nr 1000, so tnuch dt·eaded, arrived. It shoulu 
ha\'e brought the reign of Anti-Cht·ist and the end of 
the "~orld's existence; but no inundation had flooded nor 
earthquakes shaken our globe frorn its axis, although the 
terror entertained by the Christian \Vorlcl, that its destruc
tion \Vas rnet·ely defer·red, \Vas not dissipated for nearly 
three years afterward. At the expiration of that t.in1e, 
how·ever, the n1ost skeptical felt they had nothing further 
to fear, and this belief \vas hailed as the aurora of a ne\V' 
caeth. Art as ·well as humanity arose fron1 its long leth
argy and gave evidence of the vitality of its being. The 
desire to repair the disasters of years became general, aud 
soon maue itself felt in the reconstruction of nearly all 
the religious edifices of the Christian \VOrlu. vVilliatn 
the Conqueror, King of Engla.ud in 1054, influenced in 
son1e degree by the strean1 of Norman priests and archi
tects that flowed into England dnring his reign-gradu
ates all of the school of the Lombards-built the finest 
and n1ost stupendous cathedt·als of England. A great 
number of Nfasons had, at this t.ime, formed an Italian 
school in Lombardy, 'vh1ch, in the seventeenth century, 
was an active center of civilization, and where son1e frag
ments of the ancient Rornan co11eges of builders had lo
cated themselves, and enjoyed their antique organization 

to iL There may be enumerated fonr periods in which each style is 
marl<ed by a form or style different from the other. 

In the first period, it was the Latin style that prevai1ed, from the fourth 
to t.be eleventh century; suusequently the Roman style, during the elev
ent.h and first half of the twelfth. 

In the flecond period, it is the Roman-ogee, or transitio~ Roman style, 
that prevailed, from 1150 to 1200. 

In the third period, it was the primary ogival style that prevailed it 
the tl1irteenth century, the secondary in the fourteenth, and the tertiary 
in the fifteenth centuries. 

In the fourth period, it was the style called the Renais~ance, or an
cient Latin revived, that prevailed to the close of the sixteenth and dur
ing the seventeenth centuries. 
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and privileges, under the name of Free Corporations. The 
most celebrated 'vcre those of Con1o, 'vhich had acquireu 
so great a degree of superiority that the title of "llfagistri 
Cornacini,'' or 1iasters of Como, had become the generic 
na.rne of all the members of the architect coeporations. 
They always taught in secret, and had their own judiciary 
and mysteries. 

\Vhile they had been laboring to cover Lombardy 'vith 
religious edifices, their nun1ber bad so greatly increased 
that, this 1-vork accomplished, the country failed to afford 
employrnent for all, and, in consequence, many united in 
the forn1ation of a great Fraternity, having for its object 
to tJ~ave1 into all Christian countries, and therein erect 
religious edifices. This design was earnestly and ably sec
onded by the Popes, who conferred upon the corporations 
and upon those ·who, with the same object, followed in 
their train, the exclusive n1onopoly-n1entioned in an
other part of this work-which 'vas respected and sanc
tioned by the kings of such countries. 

In the eleventh century 1-ve find them again in France, 
where they are known under the nan1e of Brother Masons 
and Brother Bridgers, and sometintes, also, under that of 
Freemasons. En1ployed and directed almost exclusively 
by the religious orders, the abbots and prelates held it an 
honor to enter into membership with the Fraternity, an<l 
to participate in their secrets, and thus greatly promoted 
the stability and consideration accorded to the institution. 
The numbers of the 11ason Fraternity were united by 
mutual obligations of hospitality, succvr, and good offices, 
and thus they ·were enabled to make, at small expense, 
the most lengthy journeys in the pursuit of employ 
ment. 

The Bridgers, or Bridge-building Fraternity, who forme<l 
a community, civil and religions, resembling that of the 
ancient Roman colleges, occupied themselves n1ore pai
ticularly ·with that which concerned bridges. It \Vas thern 
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who Luilt the bridge at Avignon (1180), and .nearly all the 
bridges of Provence, Lorraine, and Lyons. 

The at·chitect-in-chief of the corporation of Freemasons 
w·as generally a Benedictine monk, anu supported by men 
of nll the principal nationalities-Italy, England, France, 
1Io1Jand, Geru1any, and Greece-\vbo, during the construe 
tiou of. some n1ore n1asterly production than usual, found 
it necessary to travel n1uch from country to country. 

The 'vorkmen dwelt, upon these occasions, in barracks 
erected for their convenience, near by the edifice in course 
of 12onstruction, and generally upon a high or rising 
ground. The master directed alL 'fen men \vere ahv·ays 
under tl1e surveillance of a chief, and none but actual 
Freemasons participated in the work, and who, when 
their task \Vas in that locality accomplished, . sought their 
fortunes else·where. In nearly every instance they were 
ably seconded by the people of the neighborhood, \Vho 
freely carried to the spot the necessary n1aterials in the 
rough \Yhich w·ere used ·in the ·construction of the edifice, 
and also by the nobles, who gave them money and pro
visions necessary for their support. AU of the principal 
cities had their corporations of workmen, who, in addition 
to their rights as citizens, had their O\Vn fundamental ancl 
special laws, us corporate societies. 

It ·was in the reigns of Philip Augustus (1180 to 1223), 
and of St. Louis (1226-1270), that were conceived the 
tnajority of these magnificent cathedr·als that can be cal1ed 
by no lesser name than sublime sanctuaries of an all-po,v
erful God ; grand conceptions of Christian genius as poetns 
\vt·itteu out in the faith and by the hand of those 1-Iason 
philosophers. In the eyes of the vulgar, these monuments 
are bnt masses of stone regularly heaped together; their 
for1ns present to such nothing beyond the expres~ion of 
an idea indicating a temple, a palace, or other form of 
edifice; but to the eye of the philosopher, this form had 
a mission more noble and elevated-that of transmitting 
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to future generations the ideas, 1nanners, and ci vilizing 
progress of the day and generation, and of faithfully re
flecting the image and senti1nents indicative of the then 
civil and religious knowledge of the peoples. Thus the 
val'ied genius which had conceived and executed the tem
ples, as \Veil of antiquity as the 1niddle ages, gave expres
sion to the spirit of the tin1es, while each of these Inonu
ments seems anin1ated "·ith the soul of its author. 

\Vithout entering into the details of these gigantic con
ceptions, such as \Ve find expressed in the cathedrals of 
Cologne, Strasburg, Paris, and n1a.ny others, let us pause 
a n1oment to grasp their grandness as n1ajestic edifices, 
and \Ve \vill discover ourselves lost in surprise at the 
hardihood evinced by the builder in his harmonious blend
ing of _dian1etrically opposite elerr1ents. But, when we 
perceive that a principle-individual, original, and in
genious, disposing of even the smallest pat·ts and descend
ing to the arrnngen1ent of the most minute details-rules 
and imparts to the \vhole an unrivaled strength and 
beauty, our souls are ravished '''ith unbounded admira
tion. 

The principle of repetition and regular variation fi.·onl 
a fundamental form that is observable in the interior of 
these monutnents, has been uniforrrlly follo\vcd in the 
formation of all the other mernbers in the exterior of the 
edifice. By all the type of the \vhole is represeHted iu 
the parts; and thus \ve find, in the con1positions of these 
architect philosophers, a 1narvelous principle of develop
ment from a few fundamental forn1s, proceeding from the 
simple to the composite, such as Haiiy, in his treatise on 
Mineralogy, demonstrates as the principle ' of crystalliza
tion, and such as Goethe, in his ~' N aturwissenRchaft unu 
11orphologie," discovered in plants, as the principle of 
vegetable metan1orphosis. 

The ties of union \Vhich existed among the member-
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ship of Freemasons, explains ho'v and ·why there appears 
such a striking identity of expression arnong the various 
n1onumeuts erected by then1 in the different countries of 
Enrope, and above all, among those erected during the 
thirteenth century. The masters of the work (architcct.s) 
of all the religious edifices of the Latin Church had ob
tained their knowledge at th,e same central school; they 
·were obedient to the lavvs of the same hierarchy; they 
wet·e directed in their constructions Ly the same prin
ciples, and ·what was knovvn to one imn1ediately became 
the property of the 'vhole body. They "rere obliged to 
conform to a general plan adopted for ail rei igious edifices, 
and therefore were not permitted to follow· their individual 
ideas of form, even if the result of their inspirations, as to 
det.ai1s, 'vould have been more beautiful in eftect or har
monious in ornament. And it is thus that the cotenl
porary 1nonuments of Alsatia, Poictiers, N ormancly, Bur
gundy, and the proYince of Auvergne present, in point of 
decoration, a particular physiognomy, 'vhich is generally 
attributed to local circumstances, and to the nature of the 
materials, rather than to the facts ·we have indicated. 

The enormous sacrifices that the population had made 
to erect churches, joined to the crying abuses of the clergy 
and the popes, had, it1 the fifteenth century, 'veakened 
the popular ardor, and dispelled the popular faith to so 
great a degree, that ne\V church edifices ceased to be 
erected, and the 'vork even on these in course of con
struction was stopped. Then the Reformation con1pleted 
the destruction of papal po,ver, and foe~ver arrested the 
erection of vast religious edifices. No n1ore enjoying the 
protection of the popes, the privileges of the ~fasonic 
corporations becan1e of little value, and, haYing no more 
religious edifices to construct, the corporations dispersed; 
and, by the beginning of the sixteenth century, they found 
occupatio? but in the erection of civic edilices. Finally, 
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in 1539, Francis I suspended all the corporations of work· 
men, and thus :Freemasoury, in the ancient sense of the 
tern1, was extinguished in France . ... 

Since that thne, the architects have, in their individual 
capacity, undertaken and finished, by the aid of \vorkmen 
ei1gnged in the usual n1anner, such et·ections as \Vas or-
lered or required. The tie of fraternity that heretofore 
had united master, \tvorkn1an, and apprentice \Vas gradu
ally dissolved, and the \Vorkmen forn1ed themselves into 
aepar~tte societies which vv-ere irnitated by other bodies of 
tradesmen. This was the origin of the trades-unions 
'vhich were so prevalent in the seventeenth century, and 
'vhich at the present day exists, in more or les~ influence, 
in eve1·y city of Europe aud .Amet·ica. 

The consequences of the dissolution of the :nfasonic so
cieties were such that in a fe,v years the art of building 
the pointed arch '\Vas lost, as also the art of constructing 
those voluted elevations which characterizes the great ca
thedt·als of the n1iddle ages. The Gothic style, prevalent 
from the thirteenth to the fifteenth centuries, gave place to 
the style called the Renaissance, as that of the sixteenth 
and seventeenth centuries; and it is to this last school 
that belonged the celebrated architects, Delorn1e and Bnl
lant, who built, in 1577, the 'fuilleries; Lescot and Goryon, · 
vvho buHt, in 1571, the .Louvre; Lemercier, 'vho built the 
national palace of St. Rock; Blondel and Bullet, who built, 
between the years 1674 and 1686, tl{e gates of St. Denis 
and St. n1artin; Mansart, who built the castles of Versailles 
and the Invalides, bet'ween the years 1700 and 17;25; and 
J. SoufHot, who built the Pantheon. These architects were 
not metnbers of the Freemason corporations. 

The Masonic corporations never presented in France 
that distinctive character that they had in England, and 
more particularly in Scotland; and consequently their in
fluence upon civilization there has been n1uch less than in 
the latter countries. The practice adopted by the corpora-
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tions in those countries of affiliating, in the cupaeity of 
honorary men~bers or patrons, some eminent men, had, 
howevet·, in France, the sarne result; that is to say, the 
fortuation of lodges outside of the corporations, ·wl1ose 
object was the propagation of the humanitarian doctrines 
of the institution; for it is certain that, since the ~Iasonic 
cot·porations were dissolved in Frnnce, there have existed 
louges of this character at 1farseilles, Lyons, and Paris, 
similar to those ''·bich existed at Anvers, Gand, Brus
sels, Amsterdam, and Florence. .All of these lodges are 
believ-ed to have had entered into relations of correspond
enee with each other; but, since the middle of the seven
teenth century, no trace of such relationship is disco,·cr
able. 

rr'he final transformation of this fraternity of artists anti 
artisans to a moral institution, such as went into operation 
in London in 1717, and as it exists in our O\VU day, took 
place in France in 1721 . 
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ABRIDG1\IENT OF THE 

HISTORY OF MODERN OR PHILOSOPHIC FREEMASONRY 
IN FRANCE, SINCE ITS INTRODUCTION, IN 1721

1 
TO TilE 

ORGANIZATIO~ OF THE GRAND ORIENT 

OF FRANCE, IN 1772. 

IN the abridgme~t of the General Ilistory of Freema
sonry previously given, \Ve have shown ho\v this ancient 
fraternity of arts \Vas transformed, jn 1717, at London, 
fron1 a corporation n1ecbanical and philosophic to an insti
tution purely philosophic, abandoning forever its material 
object-that is to say, the construction of buildings of 
every kind-but otherwise · scrupulously conserving its · 
traditional doctrines and symbols. The first cities of the 
continent of Europe to ·which Nlasonry, thus regenerated, 
was carried, were Dunkirk/ in 1721, and J\1ons.2 

It was not until 1725 that the first lodge was founded 
at Paris, by Lord Derwenhva.ter and t\\ro other English
men, under the title of "St. Thon1as," and constituted by 
thetn, in the name of the Grand Lodge of London, on the 
12th of June, 1726. Its me1nbers, to the number of five 
or six hundred, held their lodge at the house of the traitor 
Hurre, in the street of the St. Gern1ain meat-rnarket. A 
second lodge 'vas established, by the same English gen~le-

1 The lodge at Dunkirk was named "Friend8hip and Brotherly Love," 
and was reconstituted by the Grand Lodge of France in 1756. 

1 The lodge at ltfons was constituted by the Grand Lodge of England. 
on the 24th of June, 1721, under the title of'' Perfect Union. 11 Subse· 
quently it was erected into an English Grand Lodge of the lower country 
of .Austria, and has constituted or chartered lodges since 1730. 
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men, on the 7th of ~1ay1 1729, under the nmne of" Louis 
d'Argent." Its meetings ·were held at the bouse of the 
traitor I..Jebrcton, \vho kept the same as an inn, under the 
nmne of Lottis d 'Argent. Upon tho 11th of Decen1ber of 
the same year a third lodge w·as constituted, un<ler the 
title of" Arts Sainte 1t1arguerite." Its meetings were held 
at the house of an Englishn1an nan1ed Gaustand. ~"'ina.lly, 

on the 29th of Novernber, 1732, a foul~th lodge was· consti
tuted, under the name of "Buci,'-' the same being the name 
of the hotel wherein its meetings were held. This house 
was located in the Rue de Buci, and kept by the traitor 
Landelle; and the lodge "Buci,'~ after ha\~ing initiated the 
Duke of Au mont, took the na1ne of "Lodge of Au mont." 

Lord Der,vent\vater, who had, in 1725, recciveJ. from 
the Grand Lodge of London plenary po·wers to constitute 
lodges of Freemasons in France, "'as, in 1735, invested by 
the sarne Grand Lodge \vith the functions of Provincial 
Grund ).faster; and when he subsequently quitted France 
to return to England, ('vhere he perished upon the scaffold, 
a victin1 to his adherence to the fortunes of the Stuarts,) 
he transferred those plenary po,n3rs w·hich he possessed to 
his friend Lord Harn,vester, whom he authorized to repre
sent him, during his absence, in the quality of Pro·vincial 

I 

Grand :ftfaster. 
The four lodges then existing at Paris resolved to found 

a Provincial Grand Lodge of England, to wbjch such lodges 
as should be organized in the future should address them
selves directly, as the representative of the Grand Lodge 
of London. 'fhis resolution \Vas put into execution after 
the death of Lord Derwentwater, and this GranJ. Lodge 
regularly and legally constituted itself, in 1736, un<.ler the 
presidency of Lord Hartnvester. 

Beside the lodges constituted by Lord Der,vent"rater, 
under the po,vers and after the. forms of the Grand Lodge 
of London, there 'vere constituted other lodges by a Scotch
rnan named Ramsay, \Vho styled himself Doctor and Baroc 

6 
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of Ramsay, also a partisan of the Stuarts. Th,s celebrated 
1fason filled for some time the office of Orator to the Pro
vincial Grand I.Jodge of whose organization ·we have just 
spoken, and during that time he sought to introduce and 
to establish a systen1 of Niasonry called Scottish, and which 
he stated had been created at Edinburgh by a chapter of the 
lodge ''Canon gate Kilwinuing," but \vhich had a political 
object no less than to n1ake Masonry subservient to the Stu
art party, and an aid to the Catholic Church by the resto
ration of the Pretender to the throne of Englan<l. Not \vish
ing to avo\v its true origin, the founders of this system 
attributed its creation to Godfrey de Bouillon, the last 
Graud 1\1aster of Knights rren1plar. This rite, styled ~fa
sonic, had not, however, at tbis time been accepted either 
in Scotland or England; but, introduced by Ratnsay in 
France, it served as a basis for all the Masonic systen1s 
invented and propagated from that time in France, and 
exported into the different countries of the globe. 

In 1737, Lord .Harn\vester, the second Provincial Grand 
Master of Freen1asons iu France, wishing to return to 
England, demanded, before his departure, to be replaced 
in his office by a Frenchman, and the Duke of Autin, a 
zea1ons Mason, succeeded him in the month of June, 1738.1 

1 The Duke of Autin was chosen from among the lords of the Court 
.of Louis XV, as that one who had shown the greatest zeal for Freema
:eonry. He had, in fact, braved the anger of the King, who had inter
,dicted the lords of his court from attending the meetings of' the Freema
sons.; and he, above all, had shown, in acc~pting the position of Grand 
Master, an unusual degree of courage, as he knew that the King bad 
threatened him with arrest and condemned l1im to t.he Bastile for so 
doing. 'l'be King, however, contrary to general expectation, took uo 
steps to carry out his threat i but the police of the court continued the 
proscription against the lords in attendance who would not oppo!e the 
weight of their names and influence against the institut.ion. Afte1· hav-

. ing, in 1737, condemned the inn-keeper Chapelot to pay a fine of one . 
·hundred francs, and to close his tavern, because he had allowed a meet
-ing of Freemasons to take place therein, the year following they brutally 
dispersed a lodge which had met at the Hotel of Soissons. in the street 
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After the death of the third Grand 1Iaster, which took 
place in 1743, the ~!asters of the lodges, at a meeting that 
was held on the 11th of December of that year, named in 
his place the Duke of Bourbon, Count of Clermont, and 
from this tin1e the organization over which he· presided 
took the title of the "English Grand Lodge of France," 
always recognizing, as it did, the supremacy of the Grand 
Lodge of London. 

Fron1 the period of its organization, this English Grand 
Lodge ct·eated difficulties for itself \Vhich becatne the prin
dpul cause, eventually, of spreading disorder in the 1fa
sonic ranks, by giving, according to the usage of the Grand 
Lodge of York at this time, and also of chapters estab
lished by its lodges, powers to permanent 1Iasters,l of 

of the Two Crowns, and imprisoned many of its members in tl1e Fort 
L'Eveque. The nomination, in 1743, of the Duke of Bourbon to the 
Grand ~fastership did not even weaken their pursuit of the brethren; 
for, on the 5th of June, 1744, tltey issued an order which prohibited the 
Freemasons to meet in the capacity of a lodge, and by virtue of this 
order they condemned, shortly afterward, the hotel-keeper Leroy to pny 
a fine of three thousan~ francs, for having allowed a lodge session to 
take place at his l10use. 

1 Alexander Thory, in his Acta Latamorum, affords us a very vivid pic
ture of these disorders. On page 70 he says: "The Grand IJodge of 
France, which was established at Paris, in 1743, under the title of the 
'English Grand Lodge of France,' declared itself the Grand Lodge of 
the Kingdom, and released from the authority of tl1e Grand Lodge of 
London; but it conserved in the charters which it gave, in like manner 
with the Grar.d Lodge of York, the authority to di~pose of personal titles 
to bretltren under the style of permanent }fasters, or ~lasters ad vitam, 
and thus empowered such ~lasters to govern their lodges continually, 
and according to their individual caprice. Theee ~!asters were permitted 
to di~pose of charters to other }lasters of lodges, at Paris and in the 
provinces, who, in their turn, constituted other bodies, which rivaled, in 
the expression of their authority, the Grand Lodge; and which bodies 

, organized themselves, ·nnder the titles of d1apters. colleges, counsels, and 
tribunals, at Paris and in many of the cities of France, wherein they 
establisl1ed additional lodges and chapters. From these disorders tl1ere 
resulted such a complicatioo of e\·il consequences, tha~ it soon became 
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whom a. great number had already been created by tl1e 
first delegates of the Grand Lodge of York. The Eng
lish Grand Lodge of France also organized local and fed
eral ad1ninistrations, under the name of Provincial Grand 
Lodges, 'v hich \Vere presided oYer by the ~lasters of sub
ordinate or operative lodges. These ProYincial Grand 
T.;odges, equally 'vith the power that created then1, hau 
the right to create lodges and grant charters. Fro1n this 
general distribution of the creative power, it rcsultea that. 
at this tin1e there existed in Paris n1ore than sixty lodg,e~, 
and over one hundred in the provinces. 

Independently of these Provincial Grand Lodges, there 
·were also established in France other constituent bodies, 
so1ne professing the rite introduced by Ramsay, and others 
analagous rites under other nan1cs. From among these 
·we will mention the Chapter of Arras, constituted on the 
15th of April, 1747, by the Prince Pretender, Charles Ell
ward Stuart; and another, under the title of the" n1other 
Lodge of St. John of Scotland," organized at ~larseilles, 
in 1751, by a Scotchman of the Pretender's suite. Subse .. 
quently there was established the Chapter of Clermont, 
founded at Paris, in 1754, in the college of the ,Jesuits at 
Clermont, the refuge of all the partisans of the Stuarts. 
For the purpose of hiding the true authorship of the sys ... 
tem of the Templars, mentioned as having been propa
gated at Paris by R.an1say, this systen1 'vas at this tilne 
called Strict Observance, and the chevalier Bonnville, also 
a partisan of the Stuarts, -was announced as its founder, 
when he 'vas nothing in connection with it but. its propa
gator. Finally, in 1758, the chapter called "The Em
perors of the East anu the West," of "·hich the n1en1bers 

impossiule to ascertain with any readiness what body was really the bead 
of }rfs.sonry in the kingdom. The history of Masonry at this period is 
much more obscure than at any other, as none of the~e }fasters of lodges 
and cl1apters kept any minutes of their proceedings or operations-a 
formality that was often neglected by the Grand Lodge itselt: 
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ga:ve themseh·es the titles of Sovereign Prince 111.uons, Sub
stitutes General of the Royal Art, and Grand lVardens and 
Officers of the Sovereign Grand Lodge of St. John of Jeru
sale1n-a chapter created by the Jesuits of Lyons.1 

1 According to the work of Alexander 1'hory, it sl10uld be by this claap
t~r that the Consistory of Princes of the Royal Secret was founded, in 
1758, at Bordeaux, and by the members of which the thirty-five articles 
com pri&ing the rules and regulations of the system styled a Lodge fl/ Per
fection wel'e prepared. This system comprised the twenty-five degrees 
which, under the direction of its founders, had been for some short time 
practiced in France. This assertion of Thory is incorrect; for no proof 
can be found that a Consistory of Princes of the Royal Secret existed at 
Bordtaux before the year 1789. No authol'ity of this name existed either 
in 1758 or in 1761 at Bordeaux; and consequently its membership could 
not have aided in the compilation of the famous tl1irty-.tive articles upon 
which the Supreme Council of the Scottish Rite for France founded its 
origin and its rights to the exclusive administration of this rite, and 
which it C..'llled "Tlte Grand Constitutions.'' How, otherwise, is it reason
able to admit that the council, constituted and composed of the "Em
perors of the East and \Vest," created in 1758, at Paris, who are said to 
ha\·e established this Consistory of the Royal Secret in 1759, at Bor
deaux, had called iu the aid of their members to compile rules and regu
lations which already were compil~d, and under which this very Cou
sistory was organizec;l? All that there is of truth i.n connection with 
these "Grautl Constitutions" is, that th~y had no existence in anr form 
prior to 1804, when the Supreme Council was organized by Grasse de 
Tilly; and they w~re, in all probability, fabricated by him as comple
m~ntary to the history of the Ancient and Accepted Scottislt Rite, invented 
at Charleston, South Carolina, and carried by him to France. Other· 
wise the fncts which should have been advanced against the authenticity 
of these Regulations, which we unworthily dignify by calling them Con
stitutions, would have completely crushed them out of existence. Of 
these facts, one is that th~re was not a printed or manuscript copy of 
these regulations prior to 1804, and the manuscript that appeared at tha.t 
date rendered it necessary for the r~ader to suppose that it had beet ' 
prepared at Berlin; 1or the name of that city, where a name of produo 
tion should have appeared, was indicated by the letter B, followed by the 
three points,(.·.). Now, as this manuscript assured tlu~ .eader that the 
king. Frederick of Pruesia, had ratified it in his capacity as suprem~ 
chief of the rite--an assertion completely and in e\·ery particular false, 
as we shall prove in our history of the Supreme Council-this initia l 
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The e3tablish1nent of all these independent bouies erentetl . . 
gradually such confusi(?n and such disorder. that these coun-
cils, consistories, tribunals, and chapters kne-vv uot them
selves \vhich was the true constituting body in .France. 

Constantly disquieted by these H sovereign" chapters and 
tribunals, founded, as \Ve have indicated, for the most part 
by Scotch gentlemen, partisans of the Stuarts, the Eng
lish Grand Lodge of ~ranee resolved, in 1756, to· detach 
itself fron1 all connection \vith the Grand Lodge of Lon
don, and by thus declaring itself inJependent, hoped to be 
able to rule the different isolated bodies. In pursuance 
of this resolve, it declared itself independent of all foreign 
1\iasonic alliances, and took the tit]e of "National Grnn<l 
r~odge of France." Its hopes, ho\vever, \Vere not realized, 
for it continued to be torn1ented by ne\v creations of ~fa
sonic authority it could not impeach, and -vvhich, like all 
elder organizations, attributed to then1selves the right 
of supremacy over it. The Grand Lodge, they asserted, 
in conformity with its character, delivered to it by LorJ 
Den-vent-rvater and confirmed by Lord Harnwester, con
ferred but the three degrees of symbolic 11asonry, while 
these "chapters and lodges of perfection·" believed thern
selves alone possessed of the right to confer 'vhat they 
styled the "higher" degrees. Following their lead, .many 
councils and chapters were constituted by masters ad vitarn, 
who obtained, and very often purchased, their privileges 
from others of their own rank; and these ]ast aftccted 
equally a supremacy toward the Grand Lodge of France, 
by reason of their pretended knowledge and their right 
to confer "high" degrees-a right 'Which, though usurped, 
the no less obtained general recognition. Repeatedly did 

should have indicated Berlin, and not Bordeaux. \Vas it by design. or 
through ignoran~ce, that !5ubsequently tbe word was completed by writing 
i_t Bordeaux? vVe are unable to decide. But it il) plain that Thory has 
believed and repeated the fable invented by the creators of the rite, to 
g1ve it an importance that age a1one would confer. 
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the Grand Lodge denounce the nclininistration and the 
acts of these usurpers, as abusive of the trust reposed in 
those 'vho enabled then1 to act in this n1ar .. ner; but this de
nunciation, as also the efl:orts put forth by the Gra.nd Lodge 
from ti~e to time, to demonstrate the inutility of these 
'' bighet·" degrees, 'vere all in vain; for a great many of 
the lodges, recognizing its authority and jurisdiction, had 
adopted those degrees, and conferred then1 in chapters or
ganized by and under the control of those· lodges. 

The G1·aud Lodge, unhappily, 'vas po\verless to enforce 
the execution of its edicts against these illegitimate powers. 
The chapters continued to issue charters, and the Grand 
IJodge, in consequence of the carelessness of its Grand 
Master, the Count of Clermont, fell into anarchy. To re
lieve himself from the administration of its affairs, the 
Grand ~faster substituted a deputy named Baure, who, 
soon 1nisbehaving himself, was replaced by a person even 
less 'vorthy-a dancing-master nan1ed Lacorne. I1npressed 
with the belief that the possession of all the degrees in vogue 
\Vas necessary to add to his dignity, in the new position 
into 'vhich he \Vas thrust, Lacorne had himself initiated 
into a lodge of perfection. He then cqnvoked many as
senlblies, from 'vhich every n1ember of the G1·aud Lodge 
abstained to attend. Irritated at this desert.iou, he as
sembled a nnn1ber of lodge n1asters, whon1 Le recruited iu 
the taverns, to organize a Grand Lodge, and of these he 
chose his officers in accordance 'vith his caprice. Fina11y, 
upon the representations 'vhich 'vere made to the Count 
of Clermont on the subject, he revoked the appointment 
of Lacorne, and nan1ed in his stead the brother Chaillou 
de J oinville, as his substitute or Deputy General. From 
this state of things there arose a schism in the Grand 
Lodge, and it becan1e divided into two parties who occu
pied themselves in · tearing each other, each pretending to 
represent ,the constituent body of French bfasonry and 
perform its functions. To aid the disorder, each party 
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published constitutions,1 and the tnasters of the lodges, 
conlposing a portion of the party of Lacorne, and equally 
desirous of gain, sold the right of holding lodges, and 
thus the tnysteries and the constitutions becon1ing an ob
ject of traffic, outside of the lodges n1asonry fell into • 
conten1pt, while inside anarchy reigned supreme. 

1 \Ve believe it proper here to give in full one of these constih~t;ons, 
which was delivered, in 1761, to Stephen :bforin, an Israelite, both because 
that it is at once a document authentic and curious, as well as that it 
sen·ed, some forty years afterward, as the foundation of the '·Ancient and 
Accepted Scottish Rite of Thirty-three Degrees," created at Charleston, 
South Carolina, by five other Jews, and introduced into France, in 1804, 
by the establishment of the Supreme Council for France, situated at 
Paris, and which is to-day the rival authority of the Grand Orient of 
France. This constitution reads as follows: 

"To the glory of the Grand Architect of the Universe, etc. Under 
the good pleasure of his serene highness, the very illustrious brother, 
Louis of Bourbon, Count of Clermont, prince of the blood, Grand ltfaster 
and protector of all the lodges at the Orient, etc., the 27th of August, 
1761. Lux e tenebris, unitas, concordia fratrum. \ Ve, the undersigned, · 
Substitutes General or the Royal Art, Grand Wardens of the Grand and 
Sovereign Lodge, President of the Grand Council, a request to us !:lade' 
by the brother Lacorne, substitute of the T. :u. G. ~f., read at a meet
ing: That onr dear brother Stephen :Morin, grand elect, perfect and 
ancient sublime :bfaster of all the orders of the 'Masonry of Perfection, 
member of the Royal Lodge of the Trinity, etc., having, upon bis de
parture for America, desired the power to travel regularly, etc.; that it 
has pleased the Supreme Grand Council and Gl'and Lodge to accord to 
bim letters patent for constitutions, etc. For these causes, etc., are given 
plenary and entire powers to the said brother to form and to establish 
a lodge for to receive and to multiply the royal art of the Freernasons 
in all the degrees perfect and sublime, etc.; to regulate and to govern all 
the members who may compose the said lodge which he may establish 
in the four quarter parts of the world whither he shall arrive or he may 

\ 

reside, under the title of' Lodge or St.. John,' and surnamed 'Perfect 
IIarn10ny ;' giving him power to choose such officers to aid him in the 
government of his lodge as he shall judge· snitable; deputing him, in 
the quality of our Grand Inspector in all parts of the new world, for to 
reform the observance of our laws in general; constituting him our Grand 
:Master Inspector; giving h im full and entire power to create inspectors 
in all places where the sublime degrec.-s shall not be established. 
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After renl!lining in this condition for sorne tim~, a re
conciliation took place betw·cen the hvo parties composing 
the Gr•1ncl Lodge, and a unior~ was ratified on the 24th of 
.Jnne, 1762. Bnt the old masters, 'vho made no portion of 
the Lacorne faction, and \vho were persons belonging some 
to the nobility of the kingdom, some to the bar, and some 
to the mo$t distinguished of the people, seeing themselve. 
confounded \Vith 1nechunics and men of no education, as 
abo men infan1ous and utterly unworthy of ~ place in the 
Grand Lodge, took exceptions constantly to such men being 
n1embers of tl1at body; and hence constant dissensions 
arose, and \\·hich 'vere envenomed by the pretensions, 
gi·o,ving n1ore aud more intolerable, set up by the other 
constituent bodies. Finally, \Vorn out \Vith the inces-

"In· witne.<;s of whicl1 we have delivered these presents, E~igned by the 
Substitute General of the Order, Grand Commander of the Black and 
\Vhite Eagle, Sovereign Sublime Prince of the Royal Secret, and Chief of 
the eminent Degree of the Ho_val Art, and . by our grand iuspectors, 
sublime officers of the Grand Council and of tl1e Grand Lodge estab
li:5hed in this capital, and have sealed them with the great seal of his 
serene highness, our illustrious Grand }faster, and with that of our 
Grand Lodge and Sovereign Grand Council at the Grand East of 
Paris, the day and year, etc. 

[Signed] "CHAILLOU DE J oi~VILLE, 
•• Substitute General of the Order, Worsbipful::\[aster of tbo first Lodge in France, called' St. 

Thomas.' Chief of the emint:nt Degrees, Commandant and SubUrne Prince of the Royal 
~ooret. • 

"PRIXCE DE RoHAN, 
"Member of the Grand Lodge • InteUigence,' Prince Mason. 

" LACORSB, 
"Prince of .Masonry, Substitute of the Grand Master. 

"SAV.\LETTE, DE BucKOLY, 'fAUPIN, and 
,, BREST DE I,A CHAUSSEF., 

"Grand Knights and Prince ::Uasons, 

"DE CHOISEUL, 
"Count, Grand Knight, Prince Mason, and Orator. 

"BoucHER DE LENONCOURT, 
"Grand Knight and Prince Mason, by Order of the Grand Lodge; and 

"DAUBANTIN, 
"Gnmd Knight and Prince Mason, Grand Secretary or the Grand Lodge and of the SubU.me 

C:>UucU of Perfect Ma.&ons in France, etc." 
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sant complaints which \Vere addressed to it by a great 
number of the lodges organized by councils, colleges, and 
tribunals of the H high" degrees, the Grand Lodge resolved 
to choke all these pretensions, and on the 14th of August, 
1766, decided to publish a decree by ·which ·was revoked 
all the capitulary constitutions, and all the symbolic lodges 

- prohibited from recognizing the authority which ",.as 
arrogated to themselves by these councils and chapters.1 

A certain number of the n1embers of the Grand.Lodge of 
the old Lacorne party, infamous men, and \Yho \Vere, at the 
same time, men1bers of the chapters, protested against this 
decree and compromised the authority of the Grand Lodge. 
Consequently, in the re-election of the officers of the lodges 
'vhich took place in 1766, in accordance ·with the regula
tions, those members who belonged to the Lacorne faction 
were not reno)llinated. Frotn that sprang protestations 
on their part and defamatory 'vritings against the Grand 
Lodge and against the acts of its officers, until, finally, it 
becan1e incun1bent upon the Grand Lodge to expel these 
factious men1bers, and publish them as deprived of all 
their ~Iasonic rights. 

The brethren thus expelled from the Grand Lodge re
sponded to its decision by new libels, personalities, and 
other injuries, and even "vent so far, at the feast of St. 
John, 1767, as to make it necessat·y for the government to 
interfere and forbid, after that day, the meetings of the 
Grand Lodge. 

This rigorous measure, ·w·hich struck as well at the inno
cent as tlle guilty, paralyzed all the efiorts of the Grand 

1 Though the Grand Lodge of France, in 1756, declared itse1f inde
rendent of tht> Grand Lodge of London, which had, through its agent, 
Lord Dcrwentwater, constituted it, it nevertheless subsequently sought 
to renew its amicable relations with the latter, and in 1767 proposed and 
concluded an agreement, by the terms of which each of these constituent 
Masonic bodies agreed to respect the rights of the other, and constitute 
no Masonic organization within each other's jurisdiction. 
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Lodge 1nen1bership. The e~"Pelled brethren who had been 
the cause of the interdiction, and 'vbo were always under 
the direction of Lacorne, profiting by the dispersion of a 
great many metnbers of the Grand Lodge, held secret 
tneetings and constituted operative lodges, to which they 
deliYered constitutions ante-dated to a time previous to the 
division in the Grand Lodge. Upon the other hand, the 
legal party of the Grand Lodge, represented by the brother 
Chaillon de Joinville, Substitute General of the Grand 
~faster, the Count of Clern1ont, also delivered constitu
tions to organize 'vorking lodg~s in the provinces, \V hich 
documents were also ante-dated, and of which no less than 
thirty-seven of these constitutions, so delivered by the lat
ter party during the period of the interdiction, were sub
seq nently an nulled. 

The Lacorne party eventually conceived the plan of 
overthrow·iug the Grand Lodge and replacing it by a ne\V 
power, in order to re-establish in their 1-fason ic rights all 
the honorable n1embers \vho should once more compose 
such auth01·ity; and they a'vaited but a favorable occasion 
to put this design into execution. Some approaches made 
to the Lieutenant-General of Police were not attended 
with success; and the state of interdiction \Vas prolonged 
until the death of the Count of Clermont, which took place 
in 1771. This event raised the courage of the factions, 
'vho ha.d not ceased to intrigue; and, in the hope of reas
snnling po,ver, they addressetl the Duke of Luxembourg, 
falsely announcing that they had for1ned the nucleus of 
the ancient Grand Lodge of France, interdicted since 1767, 
and desired to ofter the Grand l\fastership to the Duke of 
Chartres. The proposition \Vas agreed to, and the Duke 
of Chartres, nephe'v of the Count of Clermont/ designated 
the Duke of Luxmnbourg for his ~ubstitute. The faction 
who bad thus obtained so important a .success convoked 

1 Since Duke of Orleans, Philip Equality. 
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a general assen1 bly of the ~lasters of all the lodges of Paris, 
and ev-en invited the members of the Grand Lodge \vho 
had expelled then1. At this assembly they submitted the 
acceptance of the Grand ~1astership, signed by the Duke 
of Chartres, and offered to present this docu1nent to the 
Grand Lodge, provided that it \Vould revoke its decree of 
expulsion made against them. The unfavorable circtnn
stanceB in ·which the Grand Lodge found itself at this 
titne, joined to the advantageous considerations which 
\Vould result to it by its acceptance of the Duke of Char
tres as its Grand ~faster, determined the members to accept 
the conditions which \Vere proposed; and they decided 
that a report should. be subtnitted to the Grand Lodge, 
upon the demand for a revocation of the decrees rendered 
against the expelled brethren, in order that these decrees 
should be revoked in due form. This being done, at the 
feast of St. John, in the year 1771, the Duke of Chartres 
1\'as .non1ina.ted for the Grand ~1astership, and the Grand 
Lodge thereupon proceeded to annul all the charters, or 
constitutions, delivered during the suspension of its privi
leges, in the name of the Grand Lodge of France. A 
cotnn1ission, con1posed of eight members, was thereupon 
appointed to elaborate a project of reorganization of the 
~fasonic fi·aternity. There were also named twenty-t,vo 
Provincial Grand Inspectors, ·with the mission to visit all 
the lodges in the kingdom and direct the administration 
of the rules and regulations, etc. 

The party who had obtained the revocation of the de
crees of expulsion had, in the reorganization of the Grand 
Lodge, exerted their influence to obtain the adn1ission of 
their partisans; and the success ·which had attended their 
first operation favored the accomplishment of the lattet' 
designs. Therefore, ib the interval , this party, reinforced 
by all the councils and chaptet·s of the Scottish Rite, who 
had reserved to themselves the privilege of avenging the 
injury they had sustained from the decrees directed against 
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them by the Grand Lodge, resolved to equally offer to the 
Dnkc of Chartres the honorable position of Grand !\Jaster 
of all the lodges, chapters, and councils of the Scottish 
Hite in France. This honor the Duke accepted.1 

Iu snbn1itting this request to the Duke of Chartres, tltey 
nutde him believe that he had already attained the vosi
tioll, by his non1ination in 1771, to the Grand ~1astership 
of t.he Grand Lodge of France. The Duke kue'v nothing 
of ~Iasonic forn1s, and never supposed that any nomina
tion of_this kind shoufd be made in an assembly of the 
Grnnd ·Lodge, an authority that had~ repudiated and pro
scribed the "high'' degrees. Ife, therefore, accepted the 
office which to him 'Yas ofiered, and signed the article of 
acceptance presented to him by the Duke of Luxen1l>ourg, 
on the 5th of April, 1772. The latter, as substitute of 
the Duke of Chartres, w·ished to concentrate in his ow·n 
bands the control of all the ~1asonic bodies in the king
dom, as, by the parties who had proposed the matter, he 
bad been ad·dsed; but he did not perceive that he had 1nade 

1 'V €' here give the text of this acceptance, because this document is 
not without historic interest: 

'"The year of the great Light, 1772, third day of the moon ,John, 5th 
day of the 2<.1 month of the ·:ua.sonic )'ear 5772, and from the birth of 
lhe ~Iessiah the 5th day of April, 1772, in virtue of the proclamation 
made in Grand Lodge assembled the 24th day of the 4th month of the 
·Masonic year 5771, of tJ1e very high, very powerful, and v.:'ry excellent 
prince, his most serene highness Louis Phillipe Joseph d'Ol'leanA, Duke 
of Chartres, prince of the blood, for Grand .}laster of all the regular 
lodges of France; and of that of the Sovereign Council of the Emperors 
of the East aud 'Vest, sublime mother lodge of the Scottish (rite), of the 
26th day of the moon Elul, 5771, for sovereign Grand Master of all the 
~cottish councils. chapters, and lodg€'s of the greflt globe of France, 
oflices which his said most serene highness bas been pleased to accept 
for the love of the royal art, and in order to concentrate all the ~1asonic 
labors under one only authority. 

"In gnarantee of which, his 8aid most serene highness has eigned this 
miunte of the transaction of acceptance. 

(Signed J " LoUis · PHILIPPE JosEPH n' ORLEA....~S." 
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himself, in this respect, the instrument of but a faction. 
U nhappi1y having once lent himself to such a ~cherne, all 
the remonstrances addressed to hirn by the enlightened and 
respectable portion of the Grand Lodge, who pointed out 
to him the a'vk,vardness of his position, and his stultifica
tion of theirs, 'vere not sufficient to induce him to resign 
.he po\vers thus accorded to him, and his adh~sion to 

lvhich ultimately caused the extinction of the Grand Lodge 
of France, and the organization .of the Grand Orient, 
who'3e history \Ye propose to give an another ·volume. 
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ABRIDG~IENT OF THE 

f-iiSTORY OF MODERN OR PHILOSOPHIC FREEMASONRY 

IN ENGLAND, DENMARK, SWEDEN, RUSSIA, POLAND, GER

M:\NY, HOLLAND, BELGIUM, SWITZERLAND, ITALY, 

AND PORTUGAL, FROM ITS ORGANIZATION IN 

THOSE COUNTRIES TO THE PRESENT DAY. 

ENGLAND. 

"\VE have seen, at the conclusion of our sumn1ary of the 
urigin and general history of Freetnasonry, in what man
uer the transformation of the corporation of Freemasons 
n·om an operative to a philosophic institution took place 
1 n England, in the year 1717, and unJer what circum
stances the Grand Lodge of London, in constituting itself, 
put into execution the decision made, in 1703, by the Lodge 
of St. Paul. 

r-rhe new Grand Lodge directed George Payne, w·ho had 
been elected its Grand 1faster, to collect all the docu
ments, n1anuscripts, charters, rituals, etc., relating to the 
ancient usages ·of the fraternity, for the purpose of con
necting them with the registers and Auglo-Sax')n deeds 
"-ritten in the Gothic and Latin languages, and. of the 
whole to form a body of laws and doctrines, and to pub
lish so much of the same as might be ju<.lgeu proper and 
necessary .1 

1 Some members of the Lodge of St. Paul, alarmed at the prospective 
publicity of their archives, believed it to be their duty, imposed upon 
them by the oath which they had taken. to publiRh nothing which par-
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After the careful examination of nJl these deeds, and a 
report 1nade of their subjects by a co1nn1ission con1posed 
of fourteen brethren, chosen from the lllOSt erudite nla
SOUS of London, the Grand Lodge directed the brother 
Anderson, a doctor of philosophy and en1inent minister 
)f the Presbyterian Church at London, to compile fr01n 
,hese docun1ents a. constitution, to be preceded by a ltis-
tot·y of the corporation~ which 'vould in the futur0. serve 
as a guide to modern Freemasonry. 

Brother Anderson, having acquitted himself of the t~sk, 
in 1722 subn1itted his work to the· commission, ·who ap
proved it, and caused it to be sanctioned by the Grand 
Lodge on the 25th ~1 arch, 1723. This constitution is en
titled, "The Book of Constitutions for Freemasons, con
taining the History, Charges, and Regulations, etc., of that 
~fost Ancient and Right \V orshipful :B'"'rateruity, for the use . 
of the Lodges." 

This constitution is based upon the charter of York, 
v:.-hieh, of all others, bas served as a guide for all those 
'vhich have Leen established since A. D. 926. Into this 
constitution 'vere car~ied otherwise the changes and the 
d.evelop1nents 'vhich 'vere rendered indispensable by the 
ne'v object of the society, ancl properly above a1l "·as 
caused to predon1inate the supren1acy of the Grand Lodge 
of London. This last tendency, so much to be, in this 
our o'Yn day, dept·ecated, but proves that its authors w·ere 
not penetrated by the true spirit of the 01?-arter of York. 

This collection of ]a,Ys, published for the first tin1e in 
1723,1 has been printed 1nany thnes, and for the last tin1e 

took of the character of corporate information, delivered t.he greater part 
f the documents in the possession of their lodge to the flames, thus 

causing, by their exaggerated scruples, an irreparable loss to the ~fa
eon ic historian. 

1 Translations of this work were made and published in Germany in 
the years 1741, '43, '44, '62, '83, and 1805. In London it was reprinted 
m 1756, '57, and '75. 
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by the Grand Lodge of England, in 1855. Beginning with 
the year 1723, the organization of the new ~fasonry was 
seated upon a solid foundation, and its prosperity con
tinued to increase. By virtue of this constitution, the 
new Grand Lodge of England placed itself in legitimate 
and sole authority over the entire Masonic fraternity, and 
settled from that time all contradictions on the part of 
English lodges constituted previous to that date. This 
constitution in fact attainted the ancient liberties of Free
n1asons, and in particular prohibited the formation of any 
lodges ·which should not receive the confirmation .of the 
Grand Lodge of London. In this manner protests against 
this ue\v authority \Yere excited in the Grand Lodges of 
York and Edinburgh. 

The activity displayed by the Grand Lodge of London, 
and the great number of opera~ive lodges that it consti
tuted, stimulated the zeal of the :hfasons of Ireland and 
Scotland, 'vho, up ·to this time, had not assembled but at 
distant and irregular periods. Soon 11asonic temples 
opened on all sides in the two kingdoms, and the initia
tions were multiplied in great number, which fact resulted 
in the convocation of a general assembly of the 11asons of 
Ireland by the lodges of Dublin, with the o.bject of organ
izing Freen1asonry upon the same basis as sustained the 
louge of London. A central power was constituted at 
this assembly, which took place in 1729, under the title of 
the Grand Lodge of Ireland, and the Viscount Kingston 
\\"as elected Grand Master. 

The Grand Lodge of York, jealous of the prosperity of 
the Grand Lodge of London, and pretending that it was 
the most ancient and legitimate power, and so]e]y endowed 
with the right to direct Freemasonry, contested the su
premacy claimed hy the latter, and thereby caused for a 
time some considerable embarrassment; but it cou~d not 
arrest the progress of that body, nor interrupt its success, 
and soon found itself under the necessity of revising its 

7 
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]a,vs and conforming its regulations to the object of the 
modern Freemasonry, as had already been done by its suc
cessful rival, the Grand Lodge of London. 

The ancient Grand Lodge of Scotland, at Ed in burgh, 
considering the prosperity and aggrandizement of the new 
English lodges as the consequence of their adoption of 
1e"' ... regulations and the electipn of new Grand ~fa.stcrs, 
desired to introduce these changes into its system; but 
the hereditary trust of patron, of which James I had con
ceded the honor to the family of Roslin, in. 1430, \Vas an 
obstacle to this innovation. Ifowever, the Baron Sinclair 
of Roslin, then Grand Master under this concession, ac
ceded to the general wish expressed for him to renounce 
this authority, and the four oldest lodges of Edinburgh 
convoked, on the 24th of N ovembe1·, 1736, all the other 
lodges and all the Masons of Scotland in a general as-

~ ~ 

sembly, \Vith the object of organizing a ne\v ~fasonic 
power. After reading the act of renunciation of the Baron 
Sinclair of Roslin to the dignity of hereditary Grand 
~faster, as also to all the privileges thereto appertaining, 
the assembly, composed of the representatives of thirty
two lodges, constituted itself the ''Grand Lodge of St. 
John of Scotland," and natned the Baron Sinclair of lies
lin its first Grand ~1aster for 1737. Some of the ancient 
lodges, that of Kilwinning among others, had conserved 
the two political degrees-Templ~r and Scottish M~ster
and by so doing introduced troubles which had agitated 
England fron1 1655 to 1670, and which· deg1·ees ·were not 
conferred at this time but upon brethren adjudged to be 
worthy of being initiated into the political designs favor
able to the Stuarts, and they had been n1aintainecl subse
quently, by a. decision of King Charles II, fron1 the tin1e 
of the general assembly of Masons at York, in 1663. It 
was the chapter named Canongate Kihvinning, composed 
of partisans of the Stuarts, who propagated, between the 
years 1728 and 1740, these anti-masonic degrees, created 
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with a political object, and delivered to their partisaus
mnoug whom "·as the Doctor Baron Ramsay, and other 
etnissarics-by diplomas, authorizing them to confer those 
degrees \vherever they found suitable persons to receive 
then1. It is in this manner those degrees became to be 
known as the Scottish Rite. Ramsay, not finding the col
lection extensive enough, added to it, and others who 
succeeded hin1 continued so profitable an occupation, 
until the Scottish Rite comprised in France lodges, cha.p
ters, and councils, the membership of which being com
posed mainly of intriguing politicians. 

After the organization of the Grand Lodge of Scot
land, the thirty-two lodges of which it \vas constituted 
ranked by number in the order of their claims to age, and 
the lodge "Ma.ry's Chapel," exhibiting an act in due form, 
which carried its origin to the year 1598, was placed at 
the head. of the list of operative lodges, and took the 
rank of No. 1. The 1odge "Canongate Kilwinning" had 
claimed this fi1·st place, stating that its origin went back as 
far as the year 1128-a circun1stance very generally ad
mitted in the country; but this lodge, having lost its pa
pers during a sleep of a century and a half, could not no\v 
produce thern, and consequently was refused the prefer
ence; and this refusal caused this lodge to desire no con
nection ·with the ne'v Grand Lodge, but, on the contrary, 
to set . itself up as an independent constituent power, 
which it did, at Edinburgh, in 1744, at first under the 
nan1e of the ":M~other Lodge of Kilwinning,'' and subse
quently as the "Royal Grand Lodge and Chapter of the 
Order of Heroditn of Kilwinning," abandoning the admin
istration of the three symbolic degrees to the Grand 
Lodge of Scotland, and reserving to itself the right to 
confer the t'vo high degrees (Ten1plar and Scottish Mas
ter) that. it already possessed, and also those which by this 
time \Vere in use, the invention of Ramsay and others, in 
France. Not meeting 'vith any success at home in its as-
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sumption of the right to propagate its high degrees, this 
lodge created, through its etnissaries upon the continent, 
a number of chapters, and thus returned to· France tho 
degrees 'vhich it had in1portecl, by establishing at Rorien, 
ou the 1st l\Iay, 1786, in the lodge of "Ardent An1itic," a 
Grand Chapter of IIerodirn, ·to propagate, as a provincial 
~rand lodge, this false ~fasonry. 

Such is the origin of the Rite of Herodim of Kihvin· 
ning, about which, as an in1portant and valuable adjunct 
to Freernasonry, so much noise has been made. Finally, 
after having, during half a century, boon instrumental in 
producing as 1nuch disorder as it could in the ~fasonic 
ranks at home and abroad, this lodge of " Canongate Kil
winuiug" quietly proposed a union vvith the Grand Lodge 
of Scotland, and in the year 1807 'va~ placed on the list of 
the operative lodges of Scotlan<l, under the jurisdiction of 
the Grand Lodge of Scotland, as "Canon gate Kil win-

. N 2" nn~g, o. . 
'rhe three Grand Lodges of Great Britain, thus consti

tuted, propagated the ne\v Freemasonry upon every por 
tion of the globe, so thai,, in 1750, we find it extended into 
nearly every civilized country ; but its hurnanitarian doc
trines, like the dogma of '\Liberty, Equality, Fraternity," 
which it exhibited, frightened the kings and the clergy, 
who sought to arrest its progress by issuing decrees and 
edicts against it. In Russia, in 1731, in Ilolland, in 1735, 
in Paris, in 1737, 1738, 1744, and 1745, the n1eetings of 
lodges of Freemasons 'vere interdicted by the governn1ent; 
while at Rome and in Florence its n1embers 'vere ar
rested and persecuted, and in S·weden, Ha1nburg, and Ge
neva they were prohibited fron1 meeting or asse1nb1ing 
themselv-es in the capacity of louges. The IIoly Inquisi
tion threw· Freemasons into prison, burnt; by the hand of 
the public executioner, all books which contained ~1asonic 
regulations, history, or doctrines; conden1ned at ~Ialt.a to 
perpetual exile, in 1740, a number of knights 'vho had or-
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gauizecl a lodge on that island ; in Portugal it exercised 
against them cruelties of various kinds, and condemned 
then1 to the galleys; ·while in Vienna and 1farseil1es, as 
also in S-witzerland, in the canton of Berne, the iron. hand 
Qf that " Holy" institution \vas felt in 17 43. In 17 48, at 
Constantinople, the sultan endeavored to destroy the ~{a
sonic society. In the states of the Church, the King of 
Naples prohibited ~1asonry, and Ferdinand VII, King of 
Spain, issued an edict that prohibited the asse1nbly of 
Freemasons 'vithin his kingdom, under penalty of death. 
In 1751, Pope Benedict XIV renewed the bull of excom
nlunication pron1ulgated against the Fraternity by Clem
ent XII, while the threat of death n1enaced all ·who should 
be known to attend Masonic meetings. 

But all these exhibitions ~f the rage of kings, princes, 
and potentates were ineffectual to stop the onward course 
of Freetnasonry, \Yhich continued to be propagated upon 
all the surface of the earth with a rapidity that no po\Yer 
could arrest. Braving the bull of Benedict XIV, Free
nlasonry is openly practiced in Tuscany, at Naples, and in 
many other parts of the Italian peninsula. At Rotne 
even the partisans of the Stuarts founded some lodges, 
which they took but feeble pains to hide from the au
thorities.1 

The activity of the three Grand Lodges of Great Brit
ain, and, above all, of that of London, ·was not confined 
to the establishment of lodges in Europe bet,veen the 
years 1727 and 17 40; they had already transplanted l\1a
sonry to Bengal, to Bon1bay, the Cape of Good Hope, 
N e\v South Wales, N e'v Zealand, ·and Java, and as early 
as 1721, lodges of Masons \Vere established in Canada .. 
Before 1740 J\fasonry existed in the principal colonies of 

1 It may well be believed that the reason for the blindness which pressed 
upon the vision of the authorities at Rome, in connection with these 
lodges, was, that the J csuits, whose cause those lodges served, did not 
wish to see 
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the now· United States of America, such as Massachusetts, 
Georgia, South Cnrolina, and New York. In those colo
nies the lodges had created Grand Lodges independent of 
the Grand Lodges of England, of whom they had in the 
beginning receiYed their authority. Massachusetts had a 
Grand Lodge in 1777, Vermont in 1774, VirginiaandNorth 
Carolina in 1778, ~1aryland in 1783, Pennsylvania, Georgia, 
and Ne\v Jersey in 1786, and New York in 1787. 

T.he Lodge of London, notwithstanding its astonishing 
prosperity, ·was not permitted to enjoy that prosperity 
without great internal struggles, caused first by the Grand 
Lodge of York, and subsequently by the schism of a 
great n1any brethren, who, adhering to the clain1s of the 
latter, went out ft·otn the former and took the name of 
"Ancient Masons," in contradistinction to the tnember
ship of the Grand Lodge of ·London, ·who remained true 
to their engagements, and whom this schismatic party 
styled "~1odern ~1asons." These schismatic lodges, con1 .. 
posed in great part of Irish Masons-,vho accused the 
Grand Lodge of altering the rituals a.nd introducing in
novations--and of Masons \vho had been expelled, in 1751, 
constituted a rival po\ver to the Grand Lodge, under the 
title of "The Graud Lodge of Ancient ~1asons of Eng
land." Notwithstanding its inferiority, and the few lodges 
which it represented or was enabled to establish, this 
schismatic party, in 1772, requested the Duke of Athol, 
who had already filled that office ju the Grand Lodge of 
Scotland, to become its Grand Master, a request \vith 
which he con1plied. . 

To give itself importance, and to influence to its ranks 
the nobility, this schis1natic party added to the degrees 
with which it had started some of the high uegrees cre
ated in ~.,ranee by the partisans of the Stuarts, and which 
they imported into England about the year 1760, and com
bined them with the symbolic degrees into a rite of seven 



~'RBE .MASONRY IN ENGLAND. 103 

degrees, the highest of w·hich tb~y called the Royal Arch.1 

This Grand Lodge of self-styled Ancient l\1asons trans
planted its rite into the lodges \vhich it constituted in 
America, and there produced the same disorders and the 
same schisms an1ong the Fraternity that the "high" de
grees had already provoked in all the states of Europe.2 

1 This degree is founded entirely upon the biblical legend of the Jew
ish ark of the covenant; but, in England, they give it another significa
tion, and call it the "Holy Arcl!." 

1 In this statement I beg leave to correct brother Rebold. The only dis
orders or schisms created by "Lawrence Dermott's Grand Lodge ''-by 
which name the schismatic organization styled ".Ancient Masons" is 
known, at this time, in America-were at an early stage checked in their 
growth by the organization of what is also known as t11e ''A.merican 
System of Freemasonry," comprising a rite of twelve degrees, in wl1ich, 
while the different State Grand Lodges have exclusive jurisdiction over 
the three degrees of symbolic :ft{asonry, the operative Royal Arch Chap
ters, Councils, and Encampments, (or, as more lately styled, Command
eries), have in cl1arge the conference of the other degrees kno~n as 
Capitular, Cryptic, and Christian Masonry; and they, in their turn, ·are 
subject to State organizations, and the latter to a general organization 
for each, styled, respectively, the "General Grand Cl1apter of Royal 
.Arch :Masons for the United States," organized in 1808, and the "Gen
eral Grand Encampment of Knights Templar for the United States," 
organized in 1816. In this manner the different degrees are utilized and 
kept apart, every :Master Mason being allowed to "take" as many or as 
few of them as he may deem necessary for his enlightenment. 

'Vhile the object of tltese higher degrees in Europe, according to our 
author, was entirely of a political character, in this country no such 
character, or even tendency, has ever been attributed to them. 'l'he 
anti-masonic excitement, which prevailed in this country from 1826 to 
1~36, or tl1ereabouts, had no effective origin within a lfasonic body of 
any rite. vVilliam Morgan, it is true, in the former year, took umbrage 
at being refused membership in a Royal Arch Chapter about to be or
ganized in the town of Batavia, his redidence, in the State of New York 
and tl1ereupon resurrooted an old copy of 11 Jachin and Boaz," publishetl 
in London in 1750, and republished shortly afterward in the then colony 
of New York. 'Vith this book, and what he knew of ltfasonic rituals, 
he made an "Exposition of Freemasonry;" and, by the aid of an evil
disposed person named Miller, published the same. His subsequent 
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This ' unhappy division in the bosom of English 1fa
sonry, comn1enced in 1736, \Vas continued for a long tin1e, 
by the Grand Lodges of Ireland and Scotland recognizing 
the schismatic" Grand Lodge of Ancient Masons," to "rbich 
they in this n1anner gave a character that it did not 
merit, but which continued until the year 1813, when at 
his time it ceased, by the schisrnatic Grand Lodge, \vhich 

then had as its Grand Master the Duke of Kent, and 
the Grand Lodge of London, styled by these schismatics 
"Modern Masons," and \Vhich had as its Grand Master 
his brother, the Duke of Sussex, uniting under the title 
of the "United Grand Lodges of England." In this 
union the ancient la\vs, as well \vritten as traditional, were 
taken as the basis, and the spirit that influenced the or
ganization of 1717 was recognized, and it was then and 
there announced and proclaimed that the ancient and 
true Freemasonry \vas composed of but three degrees, viz: 
.Apprentice, Fellow-craft, and Master Mason. Unhappily, 
however, the legitimate Grand Lodge conceded to the 
party self-styled "Ancient Masons," \vho necessarily had 
to abandon their rite of seven degrees, a division of the 
degree of Master Mason practiced by this party, anc1 taught 
as a supple1nentary portion of this degree, under the name 

sudden disappearance from the town of his residence was made use of 
by what was then in this country a lesser political party, for the pur
pose of increasing its str~ngth and numbers, by raising a cry against 
the Freemasons, and branding them as a secret society which stopped 
not even at the sacrifice of human life to accomplish its purposes. The 
cry was successful; the life of Morgan was asserted to have been taken 
by the Freemasons, and, in the summer of 1828, the body of a drowned 
man having been found in the neighborhood of Morgan's disappear
ance, it made, in the 1ant;uage of one of the leaders of the anti-masonic 
party ' a good enough !.forgan until after the [then pending presiden
tial] election." For some years after this the Fraternity remained in 
comparatively a dormant condition; but, during the last twenty-five 
years, its progress has been as rapid and its ranks as united as its mosi 
ardent admirers could desire.-TRANSLATOR 
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of Royal Arch. This concession, which the schismatic 
party exacted as a sine qua non of their union "·ith the 
legitimate Grand Lodge and surrender of their rights to 
that body, 'vas an act of feebleness, on the part of the 
Grand Lodge of London, which has destroyed, in a great 
degree; the unity and the basis of true J\fasonry, as it ha(l 
been practiced by that body, up to that time, with a laud· 
ab1e firn1ness. 

If English Freemasonry has re1nained, for a long time, 
in a eonsun1ptive condition, and has not, as it did for the 
first century of its existence, continued to extend its civ
ilizing and pt·ogressive character, it has practiced always 
in a generous manner one of the essential dogmas of the 
institution; viz., solidarity. Among the numerous benef
icent establishn1ents created by it, "'e may particularly 
n1ention three ·which are due to the efforts of the Grand 
Lodge of London. 

1. The Royal School of Freemasons for girls, of which 
the capital fund, in 11arch, 1863, amounted to about 
$145,000. 

'2. The Royal ~fasonic Institute for the sons of indigent 
Freemasons, \vhich possessed, at the same date, a capital 
fund of over $100,000. 

3. The Royal Beneficiary Institution for aged ]"roe
masons and their 'vidows, of 'V\-·hich the capital was, at the 
sa1ne date, about $75;000 for the men's department, and 
$35,000 for that of the women . 

.After having recorded the most important ev-ents in the 
history of English Freemasonry, we \vill no'v briefly indi
cate the composition of the three Grand Lodges and their 
importance as n.fasonic powers. 

The Grand Lodge of England is composed of a Grand 
~laster and his deputy, of all ,the Past Grand 1Iasters and 
Provincial Grand ~lasters, of all the officers of the Grand 
Lodge, and of all the Past and Acting Worshipful Mas
ters. In it resides the legislative and judiciary po·wer for 
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jurisdiction of England and the British colonies. A. gen· 
eral committee, composed of t'venty-four masters of lodges, 
of a fiest Professor (Expert), of the Grand Master and his 
representative, exercise the adtniuistrative and executive 
po,ver. The decisions are made by a majority of votes. 
All the offices, even that of Grancl Master, are suhtnitted 
to an annual election. The Grand Lodge holds quarterly 
communications upon the first Wednesday of the n1onths 
of ~1arch, May, September, and December; in the latter, 
the election for Grand ~1aster takes place. Charles, Earl 
of Zetland, vvho has filled the office of Grand Master since 
1850, has been re-elected for the thirteenth time since his 
first nomination. The Earl Grey and Ripon is the Deputy 
Grand ~faster. 

Under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of London 
there are sixty-three Pr·ovincial Grand Lodges, of which 
forty-two are in the counties of England, and twenty-one 
are elsewhere in British possessions. Under these there 
are nine hun~red and eighty-nine operative lodges, 'vho 
report thetnselves in the n1anner following: Four hundred 
and ninety-one in the counties, one hundred and fifty-four 
in London, one hundred and forty-three in America, t\venty 
in Africa, eighty-seven in Asia, eighty-three in Oceanica, 
and fourteen in other countries. It possesses a Grand 
Chapter of Royal Arch Masons-a degree which, as we 
have _stated, comprehends the second part of the degree 
of l\1aster Mason, but \Vhich forms really a fourth degree, 
having its own officers and its special meetings. This 
Grand Chapter directs two hundred and eighty-seven 
operative chapters in England and sixty-one in the British 
possessions. No advantage or privilege is accorded to its 
members in the ordinary or extraordinary meetings of the 
Grand Lodge. 

Independently of the Grand Chapter, there also exists 
at London, but having no connection ·with the Grand 
Lodge, a Grand Conclave of "High Knights Ten1plar,'', 
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at the head of ·which presides the brother F. W. Stuart. 
Neither this authority nor any other of the kind are recog
nized by the Graud Lodge; they are the remains of the 
systems which \Yere imported from France to England by 
the partisans of the Stuarts, and by \vhom these poisonous 
gern1s have been introduced into the body of English Ma
sonry. 

The Grand Lodge of Scotland, sitting at Edinburgh, which 
has fot~ its Grand Master the Duke of Athol/ counts under 
its jurisdiction thit·ty-eight Provincial Grand Lodges, and 
two hundred and ninety-seven operative lodges in Scot
land and elsewhere in .Bl'itish possessio us. Like the Grand 
Lodge of London, it tolerates the Royal Ar<;h Chapters, 
1vhich have been engrafted upon a gt·eat number of its 
lodges from the time that the schismatic Grand Lodge at 
London propagated its rite of the Royal Arch, and for 
the direction of \vhich there was established, in 1817, a 
Supren1e Grand Chapter; but, like the Grand Lodge of 
London, it does not accord to the members. of these chap
ters the least privilege; for, like the lodges which consti
tute it, the Grand Lodge doe3 not practice, confer, or 
recognize but the three symbolic deg1·ees. 

The Grand Lodge of Ireland, held at Dublin, of which 
the Duke of Leinster is the Grand n1aster, has under its 
jurisdiction ten PI~ovincial Grand Lodges, 'vith tht·ee hun
dred and seven operative lodges in Ireland and other 
countries outside of Great Bt·}tain. Independently of the 
Grand Lodge of Ireland, 'vhich confers, in like manner 
'vith the other Grand Lodges, none but the symbolic de
grees, thet·~ is established, at Dublin, a Supreme Council 
of Rites, founded in 1836, 'vhich confers all the "high" 
degrees of such rites, a Grand Royal Arch Chapte1·, w·hich 
is under the direction of the sarr1e Grand ~faster, and 

. constitutes, like those of England and Scotland, operative 
1 George Augustus Frederick John, Duke of Athol, died a~ Blair 

Castle, his residence, on the loth of January, 1864. 
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chapters of the Royal ... 1\.rch degree ;1 also a Grand Con .. 
clave of Knights Templar; but these three authorities 
have no connection \Vith the Grand Lodge of Ireland. 

The three Grand Lodges of Great Britain, consequently, 
control one hundred and nine Provincial Grand Lodges, 
\vith one thousand five hundred and ninety-seven operative 
lodges under their jurisdiction, \vhich extend their con· 
nections to every part of the globe. 

Iu the ·connection of its moral effects and ·civilizing in· 
flueuce, English Freemasonry-we say it \vith sorrow-has 
made but slight advances in the last half century; 'vhile, 
as 've have seen, it 'vas once the active pioneer every-where. 
It exercised by its introduction into France an immense 
influence upon the principles of 1789, and started the de
velopment of liberal ideas throughout the whole of Ed
rope; while in Oceanica, Ilindostan, and China its pt•in
ciples have modified the religious beliefs of the sectaries 
.of Brahma, of the Persians and the Mnssulmans, of \vhom 
are composed the majority of the lodges founded in those 
countries; yet to-day the Grand Lodge of England, like its 
sisters, those of Scotland and Ireland, seems satisfied to re
pose under its glories of the past and rest upon its laurels 

DENMARK. 

FREE~IASONRY V\Tas introduced into the capital of this 
kingdom, in 1783, by the Baron of Munich, Secretary of 
the Ambassador of Russia, 'vho organized the first opera· 

J Besides these three grand colleges, all conferring a species of high 
degrees, there is i~ Dublin, to complete the hierarchy, a ~uprerne Coun· 
cil of the Scotch Rite of Thirty-three Degrees, established in 1808, of 
which the Duke of Leinster is also nominally the Grand Master. A 
similar institution is established at Edinburgh, founded in 1846, while a 

·third is situated at London since 1845. At the head of the 1a.st are the 
brethren H. B. Leison, Esq., and Colonel Vernon; but these authorities, 
not being recognized as ~:Iasonic, are of very little importance aud mereiy 
enjoy a vegetating existence. 
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tive lodge, under the name of "St. ~fartin s Loilge." 
Shortly afterward several others wet·e established, and, in 
1749, the Grand Lodge of London there constituted a Pro
Yiucial Grand Lodge, of 'vhich Count Damekiold Lanrvig 
was named Grand ~faster, and w·ho, in 1780, erected the 
same into a Grand Lodge of Denmark. The silnplicity 
of English ~fasonry had to give ·way here, as every-,vhere 
else, to the system of high degrees, which had invaded all 
Europe and blinded the good sense of the brethren. The 
system of Strict Observance, invented, as \Ve have seen, by 
the Jesuits in France, to forward the interests of the Stuart 
party, ·wf:ls introduced by the Baron of Bulow at ·copen
hngeu, who organized there a prefectship, or commandery, 
having for Grand l\faster the Duke Ferdinand of Bruns
wick. After the Congress of \Vilhelmsbad, in 1782, the 
Grand Lodge of Denmark abandoned the rite of "Strict 
Observance," or Templar system; but, in returning to the 
English system, besides the three degrees of symbolic nfa
sonry, she preserved of the abandoned rite two degrees, 
those of Scottish and Past nfaster. Immediately after 
this reformation, lodges were esta.blished in aU the cities 
of any importance in the kingdom, and even, in 1785, ex
tended to the Danish colonies, in the archipelago of the 
Antilles, the islands of St. Croix and St. Thomas. 

King Christian VIII, after having named the landgrave, 
Charles of Hesse, Grand ~faster for life, solemnly recog
nized Freemasonry by an official act, dated 2d of N ovem
ber, 1792. 

At the death of the landgrave of Hesse, in 1836, the 
Prince Royal, afterward King Christian VIII, declared 
himself protector and Grand ~1aster. In 18-18, the Grand 
~1astership passed to King Frederick VII, unucr whom 
Danish 1-fasonry has attained a very flourishing condition. 

The intimate connection of this country with Sweden, 
where the 1Iasonry of Swedenborg, subsequently that of 
Zinnendorf, had taken deep root, and, at an early period, 
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n1anitestcd a religious tendency that it has held fron1 the 
first in a remarkable manner, and toward ·which evidently 
the ~fasons of Copenhagen, including the king, have in
clined, decided the Grand Lodge of Denmark to adopt 
officially, on the 6th of January, 1855, the s,vedish rite, 
or thut of Zinneudorf, of seven degrees, and to enforce its 
adoption upou all the lodges uuder its jurisdiction. 

Danish ~fasonry enjoys geeat consideration in the coun
try, and, under the Grand Mastership of the reigning 
king, p~ospers fro1n day to day. 

In 1863, the Grand Lodge of Denmark exercised-juris
diction over nine operative lodges, of which four are in 
the capital and five in the provinces. 

SWEDEN. 

MASONRY "ras introduced at Stockholm in 1736; but th~ 
interdictions pronounced against it by nearly every Euro
pean state affected in a similar manner the Swedish gov
ernment against it, and the Masonic meetings 'vere pro
hibited in 1758. Nevertheless, ne'v operative lodges \vere 
subsequently established, and, in the year 1764, a provin
cial Grand Lodge for S·weden was organized at Stock
holm. One of the first acts of the lfreemasons of this 
country 'vas the establishment of an orphan asy1um, 
which is to-day the glory and cro·wn of Swedish Masonry. 
One donation of $30,000, which was made it by Brother 
Boh1nann, permitted it to be great1y enlarged. As else
\vhere, the true Freemasonry did not long exist in this 
country before the in1portation from France of the Rite 
of Perfection of twenty-five degrees; but the progress of 
this rite was checked by the crusade entered into against 
the syste1n of Strict Observance. The chivalrous char
acter of the Templars, from the first approaches of that 
system, met none of the favor in Sweden it had enjoyed 
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in Frn.nce and Germany. The King, Gustavus III, and 
his brother, the Duke of Sudern1anie, w·ere initiated in 
1770 ; and believing the staten1ent xnade to him by the 
officials of the rite, that S'veden \VaS the first COUntry into 
'vhich it 'vas introduced, the king undertook to re,-estab
lish the order of }{nights Templar. l-Ie \vas named 
Grand ~laster, and exercised the functions of that office 
until 1780, "·hen the provincial Grand Lodge, declaring 
itself independet~t, took the title of Grand Lodge of Swe
den, and the king designated his brother, the Duke of 
Sudermanie, to replace him as Grand Master. 

The importers of the system of Strict Observance into 
Sweden-of 'vhom history has not preserved the natnes
deposited ~n the archives of the Graud Chapter of the sys
tenl, at Stockholm, many documents which, according to 
them, ·were of the highest in1portance to the order of the 
Templars, and amot!g which they exhibited a will, in the 
Latin language, ·which they said was the last will aud tes
tament of Jaques de Molay, the last Grand 1faster; as also 
an urn, said to contain his ashes, collected, accorJing to 
the same authority, by his nephe,v, the Count of Beaujeu. 
These sbttements engaged the attention of the Duke of 
Bruns,vick, who had been nominated at this time Grand 
h1astet~ of the system, and he repaired to Sweden t.o exam
ine the documents; but the result proved satisfactory in 
but. a very trifling degree. 

'l"he King Gustavus bad in the beginning favored t1e 
establishment of the system of the Ten1plars, and in some 
degree discouraged the lodges practicing the English rite; 
but, having in1mediately discovered the secret plans which 
lay hidden under the system of Strict Observance, be mis 
trusted its tendency; and it is to this fact-thnuks to the 
efiorts of the independent Masonic lodges located. in the 
country-that he afterward successfully confounded the 
projects of the Jesuits, and liberated him~elf front the tu
telage under whi.ch he was held by them. Assassinated 

' 
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the 27th ~farch, 1792, his son succeeded hin1, under the 
title of Gustavus IV, and ·was initiated, though yet a mi
nor, into 1\Iasonry upon the 22d l\1arch of the year follp,v
ing, after he had renounced his right to the throne. I-Iis 
uncle, the Duke of Sudermanie, already Grand 1\faster of 
Swedish Freemasonry since 1780, succeeded him, under 
the title of Charles XIII, and exercised the Grand l\1aster
ship until 1811, when he delegated the office to Prince 
Charles Jean Bernadotte. 

In S\veden the endeavor was, as it also \vas in Germany, 
to discover the truth in relation to the system of the Tem
plars, of \vhich the chiefs had been expelled from the lat
ter country. These researches wrought in the system 
some modifications, w·hich \vere due, in great part, to one 
of the most en1inent 1\fa.sons of the time-the brother 
Swedenborg-intimate councilor of the king, ·who had 
introduced religious principles, impressed \vith his own 
mystical creed, and ·which, in consequence, has imprinted 
upon Swedish 1\{asonry a particular character, 'vhich dis
tinguishes it to the present day. 

Beside the Templar system thus transformed, Zinneu
dorf, surgeon-in-chief of the Swedish army at Berlin, and 
Grand Prior of the system of the Templars, having aban
doned the chiefs of the rite after he had exposed their jug
gleries, established, in Sweden, a rite of seven degrees, 
\vhich bears his name, founded, in part, upon the same 
religious principles, but less mystical than those of Swe
denborg. It is this rite that no'v is found to predominate, 
and is kno,vn in Europe as the Swedish Rite, or Rite of 
Zinnendorf. 

The protection of the king, and the official recognition 
of Masonry by the government, in 1794, has given to the 
institution in Sweden an importance 'vhich it does not 
possess elsewhere. On the 27th May, 1811, King Charles 
XIII founded an order exclusiYoly for n1eritorious Free
masons, of which the insignia is publicly 'vorn, and thus 
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proved his respect for the institution. The fonndat.ion of 
this order, created front a noble sentiment that greatly 
honored the king, is, nevertheless, in contradiction to tho 
spirit of Freemasonry, and in opposition with its princi
ples. The same day this order 'vas established, the king 
announced as his successor the brother Bernauotte, Prince 
of Ponto-Corvo, and the announcement was sanctioned by 
the governn1ent, and he was proclaimed at the same time 
Grand 11aster of Swedish ~1asonry. Since com~ng to the 
thron•), in 1818, the new king delegated the Grand ~1as
tership to his son Oscar, Duke of Sudermanie, subsequently 
CLnrlcs Jol1n XIV, who directs in person, as the actual 
king, (Charles XV,) the ~fasonic labors of the Grand 
Lodge. The Grand Lodge of s,veden has under its juris
diction thtee provincial Grand Lodges, with twenty-four 
operative lodges. The reigning king is Grand ~I aster in 
his O\Vn right. 

RUSSIA. 

IT was the G·rancl Lodge of London that established the 
first lodge at },fosco,v, in 1731, under the reign of the 
Empress Anna Ivanow·a, and, for the purpose of constitut
ing others in the country, patented John Phillips, Provin
cial Grand ~faster. Freemasonry made but little progress 
in Russia, and it was not until the year 1771 that the 
first lodge was orgauized at St. Petersburg. In 1772, the 
Grand Lodge of London delivered to John Yelgguine, a 
Senator and Privy Councilor, a. patent constituting him 
Provincial Grand ~faster for Russia; and, after his death, 
he 'vas succeeded by the Count Roman "\Voronso,v. At 
this time the lodges increased to a greater extent in St. 
Petersburg than in any other portion of the empire, the 
membet·ship belonging in great part to the nobility. U n
der the reign of Cnthcrine II, it \Vould have been difficult to 
find in St. Petersburg a noble who was not a Freemason. 

8 
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It is true that the Empress often manifested some chagrin 
'\Vhen, often finding but a single chamberlain in attendnnce 
npon her, she inquired for such and such a one 'vhon1 she 
m:ssed, and was told that he had gone to the lodge; but, 
nevertheless, she \vas \veU enough disposed to-vvard the 
fraternity to have her son, Paul I, initiated immediately 
upon his becoming of age. 

The high degt·ees, and, above all, those of the system 
Strict Observance, had invaded, about the year 1775, Rn~
sian Masonry, and in 'vhich it lacked nothing of creating 
the san1e disorders it every-·where caused ; for many of the 
lodges, professing only the English .Rite, had no desire to 
accept this Templar parody, which \Vas pt·incipally the 
cause of the interdiction of F1·een1asonry in 1798. 

The system of Strict Observance, under the patronage 
and Grand Mastership of, the Duke of Brunswick, had 
organized at St. Petersburg a power, under the title of 
Grand J.Jodge of the Order of Vladin1ir, which pretended 
to direct all the lodges of Russia, and thus came in conflict 
with a great many operative lodges \vhich practiced o·nly 
the English Rite. 

In fe\V countries did Masonry rise to the splendor it at
tained under Catharine II, for the l\fasonic temples at St. 
Petersburg were indeed palaces. Many beneficial estab
lishments 'vere also founded by her directions and under 
her patronage. 

During the sojourn of the King of S\vedon, Gustavus 
III, at St. Petersburg, who, in his own country, \Vas Grand 
Master of the Templar lodges, or lodges of the system of 
Strict Observance, the lodges of this syste1n gave him tho 
most superb feasts, at ·which he assisted with his whole 
suite, composed entirely of ~..,reemasons. 

Notwithstanding these brilliant appearances, the true 
Freemasonry, so far from making corresponding progress 
in Russia, had, on the contrary, degenerated to such a 
point that the Empress Catharine not only openly ex· 
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pressed her discontent thereat to the gentlen1en of her 
court, in respect to the abuses \Vhich were being intro
duced, but published a pamphlet very severe in its strict
ures against ·Freemasons. This pamphlet has been trans
lated into French and German. 

Such was the situation of ~fasonry in Russia upon the 
accession of Paul I to the throne, in 1796. .A.lthough he 
had been initiated, this prince had allowed himself to be 
prevailed upon by intriguants, ·who obtained of him an 
interdiction, under the n1ost severe penalties, of Masonic 
assemblies, as \Veil as those of all other secret societies. 
Subsequently, regarding the Order of Knights of the Tem
ple as the true possessors of 1fasonic science, he desired 
to re-establish that o.·der, and, in fact, in the object of 
hastening this pretended regeneration of Masonry, he had, 
the 16th of Decen1ber, 1798, taken the title of Grand 
Master of the Order of Malta, as a means of more effect
ually accomplishing his purpose; afterward, howev.er, he 
renounced t~e project, which 'vas, in fact, otherwise im
practicable. 

'ro Paul I, assassinatefl the 23d of ~larch, 1801, suc
ceeded Alexander I. At first he confirmed the interdiction 
pronounced by his predecessor against Freemasonry; but, 
in 1803, consequent upon a circumstantial report which he 
ordered to be made upon the object and principles of Free
masonry, he revoked it!' and 'vas himself initiated. \Ve 
have been unable to ascertain the exact date of this cere
mony, the place, or the lodge in \vhich it took place, nor 
do \Ve know that he ever took any part in the labor·s of 
the Fraternity. On the contrary, although he never re
stricted in any way its existence, he always exhibited a 
certain degree of mistrust in the institution. 

The Grand Lodge of Vladimir, which, with the opera
tive lodges under its jurisdiction, were suspended by the 
interdiction pronounced by Paul I, after 1803 awoke to 
rene\ved activity. From tha.t time the struggle recom-
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menced. The lodges of the English system established a 
ne\v 11asonic code for aU the lodges of Russia; but not 
wishing to recognize certain privileges that the Grand 
Lodge Vladimir revindicated, and to ·withdra\v foreve1 
frorr.. the sy&tematic d01nination of it, they founded, in 
1815, another Grand Lodge, under the title of "Astrea," 
of which the rules and regulations were approved by the 
government, and \vhich front that time directed all the 
lodges of Russia. 

Though Freen1asonry had not greatly extended, it ap
pears that it aftorded son1e unquiet to the Emperor Alex
ander; for, by a ukase, dated the 21st of August, 1821, he 
interdicted anew all 1Iasonic assemblies; and, in the auto
graph rescript that he addressed to his minister charged 
'vith the execution of this ukase, he based its pronlulga
tion upon the assertion that the lodges occupied themselves 
with the discussion of political subjects. 

None of the successors of Alexander, 'vho died in 1825, 
having revoked this prohibition, Masonry re1uains in R.us
sia under the ban of this interdiction. 

PoLAND. 

IN consequence of the political troubles which have con
stantly agitated it, Freemason1·y has never attained a per
manent })Osition in· this country. 

In 1839, some nobles, resident at the court of King 
Frederick I, established a lodge at Varsovia, \vhich " .. as 
shortly dissolved by the buH of Clement XII; but, not
withstanding this prohibition, the Count Stanislaus ~inis
zek, Andre·w ~1ocrano\vski, nncl Constantine Jablonowski 
founded, at Viennavitz, in "\Volhania, a lodge, in \Yhich 
1nen the most eminent for their -virtue and patriotism 
came from all parts of Poland to be initiate<l. In 174-!, a 
French lodge vvas organized at Lemberg, by a man named 
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Francis JJongchamps, the labors of ·w·hich were subse
quently directed by another Frenchman, named Colonel 
J can de Thoux de Salverte. After many vicissitudes, 
there \Vas organized, at V arsovia, on the 24th June, 1769, 
under the reign of Stanislaus Augustus-,vho protected 
Afasoury-a Grand Lodge of Poland, of 'vhich the Count 
Augustus l\ioszynski 'vas nominated Gra.nd 1faster. This 
Grand Lodge organized operative lodges at Cracovia, 
Wilna, and Lemberg; but, after the first division of Po
land, their labors 'vere interrupted. 

The system of Strict Observance here, as elsewhere, 
soon appeared, and established, at Varsovia, a Directot-y, 
under the authority of the Duke of Bruns\vick. ]\fany 
French lodges \Vere also established at Vat·sovia, and, 
an1ong others- by the Grand Orient of France-the lodge 
"Perfect Silence," which, aspiring to the title of Grand 
Lodge, sought to win to its direction operative lodges; 
aftenvard, by virtue of a patent delivered to it by the 
Grand Orient of France, and dated 14th May, 1781, it 
proclaimed itself ~1other Lodge, or Grand Lodge of Po
land. But it falled in its project, as did n1any others, 
which obtained, for this purpose, from the Gt·and Lodges 
of England and Gern1any, patents, constituting tben1 legal 
powers, for \vhich the necessity \Vas recognized. Finally, . 
thirteen lodges united, and, on the 26th February, 1764, 
constituted definitely a Grand Orient of Poland, by vir
tue of a patent delivered to them by the Grand Ijodge of 
England. This Lodge was installed on the 4th of the 
following ~farch, and chose for its Grand ~faster the 
Count Felix Potoski. Its existence ·was of short dura
tion ; for, after the second partition of Poland-,vhich 
took place in 1784-this Grand Lodge, together with all 
the operative lodges uuder its jurisdiction, suspended op
erations. 

The Lodges which "rere subsequently established in the 
Grand Duchy of Poland \vere then organized, uuder the 
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Grand Lodges located at Berlin. Final1y, on the 22d 
l1arch, 1810, the 9-rand Orient of Poland awoke and took 
charge of the lodges in the country. The political events 
of 1813 but slightly modified their condition, and but 1no• 
mentarily interrupted their labors; and, in 1818, we find 
the Grand Orient of Poland directing the labors of thirty
four operative lodges. The ukase of the Emperor Alex
ande•·, however, struck with death the lodges of Poland, 
in com1non with those of Russia, and since that time (12th 

' August, 1822,) all Masonic labors have ceased in Poland. 
The heroic courage with 'vhich our Polish brethren 

fought for their liberty and their nationality, against a 
despotism the most arbitrary and revolting that any pow·er 
calling itself Christian ever exercised against a civilized 
people, has acquire<l for them the sympathy and adtnira .. 
tion of the Freemasons of the whole world. 

BELGIU.l\!. 

THE history of Freen1asonry in Belgium is divided into 
many periods: that during which Belgium 'vas part of the 
lo·w country of Austria; that during 'vhich it 'vas incor
porated in the Empire of France; that of its re-union 
with Holland; and, finally, the period since the independ
ence of Belgium was established. This \vas the first con
tinental country that received the new Freemasonry of 
England. The first lodge 'vas instituted at ~1ons, the 4th 
of June, 1721, under the title of "Perfect Union," by the 
Duke of ~1ontague, then Grand ~faster of the Grand 
Lodge of London. It \vas this lodge that \YUS subse
quently erected into an English Grand Lodge for the low 
countries of Austria; bnt, in 1785, it shared the fortunes 
of all other Austrian lodges by the edict of the Emperor 
Joseph I. 

Another lodge was established, in 1730, at Gand, under 
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the Austrian direction. In common with other lodges 
organized about the same time, in consequence of the per
secutions of the Catholic clergy, who \vere armed with 
the buJJs of exe;ommunication launched at Freemasons by 
the popes, it labored in the most profound secrecy. The 
membership of these lodges \Vere, in most part, com posed 
of the nobility, animated, in a great degree, by the demo
cratic tendencies of that period, and seeking to extend 
the principles of political liberty among the people. The 
most zealous patriots "·ere to be found at the head of the 
lodges-many of the clergy themselves, who then \Vere 
liberal, exhibiting a strong partisan trait for Afasonry. 
To such a degree \vas this feeling expressed. that even the · 
Bishop of Liege, and many of his ecclesiastics~ \vere in
itiated into and directed the labors of the lodges. The 
Duke of Aremberg, the Duke of Ursel, the princes of Ligue 
a11d of Gavre, all took a very active part in the labors of 
1fasonry. At one time fifteen lodges were in operation ; 
but, unhappily, the political manifestations of the popula
tion of the low countries of Austria caused, in 1785 and 
in 1786, the Emperor Joseph I to interdict Aiasonic assem
blies, though el&~ where-in Brussels, for instance-he per
mitted the lodges to continue their labors. In 1787, how
ever, he ordered, by a new edict, that all the lodges in the 
empire, without exception, be closed, under the most se
vere penalties. 

'Vheu Belgium was incorporated into the French Em
pire, the Belgian lodges-,vhich at that time, in conse
quence of the edict of 1787, 'vere iu a state of suspended 
animation-were ordered to place themselves unuer the 
jurisdiction of the Grand Orient of France; and, from that 
time, ~fasonry in Belgium became an integral part of that 
of Frauce, 'vhich there organized some t\Yenty-two lodges. 
In 1814, there wet·e in Belgiun1, in active operation, 
t'veuty-seven lodges, w·bich, after the re-union of Belgium 
with Holland, for three years vainly endeavored to erect 
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a central authority at Brussels. Finally, Prince Freder
ick, of the Low Countries, second son of the king-who, 
after the enfranchisement ·of IIollaud, had therein consti
tuted a ne\v Grand Orient-proposed to the Belgian lodges 
the creation of two independent Grund Lodges, which 
should direct all the operative lodges, each having its own 
administration and particular jurisdiction: the one to be 
located at the Hague, to exercise jurisdiction over all the 
110rthern lodges and those of the East Indies; the other 
having its seat at Brussels, to direct the southern lodges 
and those of the \Vest Indies-the Grand Orient of llol
lancl, thus divided into three sections, to form a Supreme 
Council, 'vhose object \Vould be to take cognizance of all 
the great principles affecting Freemasonry in general, etc. 

This treaty of union was concluded in 1817, and the 
installation of the Provincial Grand Lodge at Brussels took 
place on the 11th April, 1818, at \vhich time Prince Fred
erick 'Yas elected Grand ~faster of the. three independent 
Grand Lodges, and nan1ed, as his representatives, Brother 
Falk, 1\1inistcr of State, for the Provincial Grand Lodge of 
the 1-Iague, and the Prince of Gavre for that of Brussels. 

Fron1 this time the history of Belgian Freemasonry is 
confounded 'vith that of Frcetnasonry in llolla.nd. "\Ve 
will only add that from 1817 to 1832, strenuous attempts 
'vere made to establish in Belgiun1, particular·ly at Brus
~els, the different systen1s of high degrees. 

The separation of Belgium from IIolland-,vhich took 
place in 1831-nlodified ane\v the condition of 1\1 nsonry 
in the former countt·y. The provincial Grand Lodge of 
Brussels becoming, by the separation, isolated from the 
Grand Orient of Holland, invited, by a circular, dated the 
16th of December, 1832, all the louges of the ne'v king
dom to recognize it as an independent authority, to unite 
under its recognition, and to send UJ) their delegates to a 
general assembly convoked for the 25th of February, 1833. 
Only four lodges, ho\vever, \Vere represented; but the dele-
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gates present, nevertheless, decided to declare the provin
cial Grand Lodge of the Low Countries dissol n~d, and to 
constitute in its place a G•·an<l".OL'ient of Belgium. This 
new nnthor1ty, placed under the pt·ote~Jtion of the king, 
Leopold I-himsel f a Freemason-succceded in uniting 
under its jurisdiction, but not without difficulty, all the 
lodge3 of Belgium except four, 'vhich \Vere then declared 
irregular. On the 1st 1-fay, 1835, the Baron of Stassart 
was norninated Grand ~laster. 

The flourishing condition of 1Iasonry, and the influence 
that its men1bers were exercising over all classes of society, 
provoked the hate of the Catholic clergy, \vho reco1n
n1enceu their persecutions; and the Bishop of ~falines, in 
1837, published a sentence of excommunication-a strange 
proce~ding in our day-against all the Belgian Ft·een1usons. 
The stt·uggle became more and more lively, and the Cath
olic party, of whom the "Journal of Belgium'' is the or
gan, surpassed the part it took in the revolution of 1830, 
in its pt·etentlons to rule . the country, and exhibit the in· 
tolet~~ulce that elsewhere and always is exhibited in seasons 
of triutnph by this party. 

The 1fasonic lodges, pursued, excommunicated, tor
mented, in their material interests and social posit1on, al
n1ost up to the family hearth-stones, by their in1placable 
enen1ies, who sought to drive to destitution the President 
of the Senate and the Governor of Brussels hin1self, be
cause of their adherence to Freemasonry, though the king 
hitnself 'vas kno·wn to be a metnber of the institution, 
'vere constrained to take an attitude, through their Grand 
Orient, which 'vas no less an exhibition of dignity and 
moderation than it \-vas of strength. They opposed uni 
versalliberty to univet·sul Ron1anism, free publications and 
loyal to anathemas, and the preaching of the eternal truth 
of their faith to the intolerance of a theocratic arnbition. 
By this course the Freemasons finally triun1phed. 

To brother) the Baron of Stassart, who abdicated in 1841, 
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succeeded Brother Defacqz d' Ath, Counselor to the Court 
of Appeals, and to him succeeded, in 1854, the brother 
Theo. Verhrogen, Advocate and President of the Chamber 
of Representatives. 

The ne"v Grand ~faster, seeing the institution over 
which he 'vas called to preside the constant object of the 
attacks of obscure politicians, backed by the clergy, in
sisted, in a discourse pronounced upon St. John's day, 
1854, and which reflected the profound convictions and 
eminent talents of the distinguished speaker, that there 
existed an absolute necessity for Freemasonry to oppose 
itself more and more en~rgetically to the antagonistic 
party, and di~cuss w·ithin its lodges such religious and po
litical questions as affected the condition of the country; 
and, for this purpose, that the regulations of the Grand 
Orient be so an1ended as to repeal the la·ws forbidding 
such discussion to take place 'vithin the lodges. His ad
vice was approved by all the brethren who assisted at the 
feast, and they decided to publish his discourse. This 
declaration, consequently, being printed and promulgated, 
provoked the protest of a portion of the Grand Lodges 
of Germany, and also that of Sweden, who not only 
ceased, in consequence of this manifestation, all counection 
with the Grand Orient of Belgium, but even prohibited 
their operative lodges fron1 receiving Belgian Masons. 

This movement was attended by another deplorable 
consequence. The chiefs of the Supreme Council of' the 
Scottish (33d) Rite~ located at Brussels-a rival authority 
of the Grand Orient-and some lodges under the jurisdic
tion of the latter body, protested against the ne'v inter
pretation of the principles and the rights of Freemasons, 
as inculcated by the Grand Master Ver!uega.n, and n1ade 
it the occasion of their passing over to the jurisdiction of 
the Supreme Council. 'fhis factionist condition has re
mained nearly the same up to the present tinH~. 

The statutes of the Grand Orient, promulgated the 19th 



FREElfASONRY IN BOLLAND. 123 

of January, 1838, contained but fifteen articles, and made 
no mention of any other style of 11asonry except that of 
the three symbolic degrees. Each lodge of the union is 
represented ~y three delegates, 'vho in general assemblies 
exercise the legislative power. The Grand Orient of Bel
gium exercises jurisdiction over sixty operative lodges 
'vhile the Supreme Council of the Scottish (33d) Rite~ 
which \Vas instituted the 1st of j\farch, 1817, and had for 
a long time a precarious existence, now counts thirteen 
lodges within its jurisdiction. These tw·o authorities hold 
their meetings in the same city, Brussels. 

HoLLAND. 

Tnrs country was for a long time preserved from the in
novations due to intriguing politicians and other schemers, 
who every-where have provoked deplorable schisms in the 
~fasonic ranks; nevertheless it finally had to submit to 
the consequences of allowing the English Rite, which \Vas 
for yea.rs the only one kno,vn, to be encroached upon by 
those anti-masonic productions which have denaturalized 
our beautiful institution, and which, in place of hastening 
us forward to the goal of its iueal, have but advanced that 
goal farther from us. 

A lodge was founded at the Hague, in 1725, composed 
of the elite of Dutch society; but the clergy, ever hostile 
to Freemasons, not having permitted it to be openly con
stituted, its labors during many years were conducted in 
the most profound secrecy; and it was not until 1731, 
'vhen Lord Stanhope, Duke of Chesterfield, was English 
embassador at the court of \Villiam, Prince of Orange, 
that it wa~ officially constituted. This lodge owed its ex
istence to Brother Vincent de la Chappela, who had been 
authorized for the purpose of organizing it by the Grand 
Lodge of England. It \vas by it that the Emperor Francis 
I, then Duke of Lorraine, was initiated. 



124 GE~"'"ERAL HISTORY OF FREE:\IASONRY. 

In 1834, many lodges united in a general assen1bly for 
the put~pose of regularly organizing Freenlasont·y in Hol
land, by constituting a provincial Gt·and Lodge. This 
Grand Lodge, of which the Count of \Vagenaer was pro
posed as provincial Grand Master, after having been regu
larly patented by the Gt·an<l Lodge of England, '\vas iuau
gneated in 1735, in an assembly held at the hotel of 
Niewe-Doelen, under the presidency of the titulat·y pro
vincial Grand ~faster, Brother John Cornelius Radema
cher. It took the title "Grand Masters' Lodge of Gen
eral Appeal for the United Provinces;" and, in 17 49, it 
took the name of "Mother Lodge of the Royal Union." 

Another lodge, founded in 1734 at the Hague, and com 
posed· of en1inent men, announced, in the public ne-vvspa· 
pers of the 24th October, 1735, a ~1asonic assen1bly \vhich 
would be presided over by the ne'\v provincial Grand 
Master Rademacher; but the magistracy of the Hague, 
on the 30th of the folJo\V'ing November, issued an ordi
nance interdicting all such assemblies. 

Notwithstanding this prohibition, a lodge of' Amster
dam, which numbered among its members the n1ost em
inent n1en in the city, dared t.o continue its labors. The 
Catholic clergy, by the aid of calumnious reports, suc
ceeded in stirring up the ignorant class of the people 
against it; and its place of n1eeting being invaded by a 
crowd of those fanatics, they burned the property of the 
lodge and exhibited other·wise a disposition, upon any re
sistance being offered, to proceed to the most violent 
measures. The general govet·n1nent, 'vith the object of 
preventing a recurrence of such action, intervened and 
prohibited Masonic assemblies. One lodge, having, in de
fiance of this prohibition, continued to meet, it was sur
rounded, by the order of the magistracy, and its mem
bers captured and imprisoned. The master of the lodge 
and his officers, ·when brought before the court, explained 
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so clearly the object and principles of the· ih3titntion, that 
they were immediately set at liberty, and all the judges 
of the tribunal solicited the honor of being initiated. 
Since that time, a great many lodges have been established 
1n the country; but, in 1746, new persecutions, on the 
part of the Catholic clergy, forced the lodges of the 
Hague, Nimegne, and Amsterdam to demand the inter
vention qf the general government, ·which obliged the 
clergy to retract their calumnies. 

The Holland lodges-,yhich held their constitutions, 
some from the Grund Lodge of England, and others fi·om 
those of Germany and France-existed isolated from and 
independent of the provincial Grand Lodge created in 
1735. "\Vith the object of a more intimate union, the 
lodge styled "Royal U niou" convoked a general assem
bly, which was attended, on the 27th December, 1756, by 
representatives from thirteen lodges, and then and there 
organized, under the patronage of the Grand Lodge of 
London, a Grand Lodge for the United Provinces, of 
which the Baron Van Aersen Beyeren 'vas nominated 
provincial Grand n:Iaster. 

This Grand Lodge proclaimed, the following year, its 
general statutes in forty-one articles. In 1770 it declared 
itself independent; and, by virtue of an agreement 'vith 
the Grand Lodge of London, it took the title of Grand 
Lodge of Holland, and notified all the Grand Lodges of 
Europe of the fact. It at once organized a pr,,vincial 
Grand Lodge, at Brussels, for the lo\v countries of .Aus
tria, and nominated the Marquis of Gages provincial 
Grand ~faster; but this J.odge 'vas obliged, in 1780, in 
consequence of the edict of the Emperor Joseph I, to 
suspeud active operations. After the removal of this in
terdiction, in 1708, the Qraud Lodge of llolland decreed, 
on the 17th 1fay of that year, a ne\V administrative code, 
according to 'vhich it ruled only the three symbolic de .. 
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grees, and intrusted a special chtpter, directed by the 
Grand ~1aster, Baron Van Teylingen, 'vith the conference 
of the other degrees of its rite. 

In 1810, by the aid of the subscriptions made up by the 
Holland lodges, an asylum for the blind was instituted at 
Amsterda1n. 

After the union of Holland with the French Empire, 
in 1811, the existence of the Grand Orient of Holland 
w·as attacked and con1promised, by the Grand Ol'ient of 
France assuming to extend its authority over all the Ma
sons and all the Masonic institutions of Holland. To the 
decree published by it on the 3d March, 1812, the Grand 
Orient of Holland responded, on the 21st of the san1e 
month, in a manner so dignified that the Grand Orient 
of France renounced its project of assumption, and the 
Grand Orient of Ilolland continued its jursdiction as be
fore, save that the nine operative lodges, instituted by the 
Grand Orient of France at· Amsterdam and the Hague, 
remained, from 1812 to 1814, under the jurisdiction of 
the latter. 

At the time of the events of 1814, which changed anew 
the position of Freemasonry in IIolland, tbe Grand Orient 
had under its jurisdiction, in IIolland and the two Indies, 
seventy-one operative lodges. The direction of the lodges 
of the Lo\\r Countries having been offered to it, the Grand 
Orient proposed, in 1814, a treaty of union among all the 
northern and southern lodges of the Low Countries, for 
the purpose of organizing a Grand Lodge for that kiug
dom, 'vith the Provincial Grand Lodges( of ·which the one 
should be located at the Hague, and comprising within its 
jurisdiction all the northern lodges, together w·ith those 
iu the East Indies; and the other should be located at 
Brussels, to take charge of all the southern lodges of the 
kingdom, together ·with those of the West Indies. Of the 
iatter, Prince Frederick '!as elected Grand Master, and 

1 See Masonry in Belgium, ante. 
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the ~Iinister of State, Brother Falk, Grand ~laster of the 
former. 

In 1819, Prince Frederick sent to all the lodges of Eu
rope copies of two documents found in the papers of the 
dcfnnct Grand Master Boetzelaar. The first of these docu
nwnts is a species of charter,1 dated at Cologne, the 24th 
of June, 1535, and signed by nineteen persons, bearing 
illustrious names, and who therein are presented as dele
gates fr·om nineteen ~·fasonic lodges of different countries 
in Ent·ope. 'rhe secoud is the record-book of the meetings 
of a lodge which, according to it, should have existed at 
the Hague in 1637, and 'vhose date of organization is 8th 
~fay, 1519. These documents, particularly the cluu·ter, 
have been submitted to the exan1ination of 1earued Free
masons, son1e of whon1 have pronounced thern authentic, 
'vbile others have decided that both documents have been 
produ<?ed for some purpose best known to the manufactur
ers. The latter decision seems to be best supported. 

The lodges under the jurisdiction of the Grand Orient 
of the Low Countries numbered, in 1820, one hundred and 
five, of which forty-five in Holland, and fourteen in the 
East Indies, were borne upon the register of the Grand 
Lodge of the northern provinces at the Hague; and thirty
two in Holland, and fourteen in the \Vest Indian colonies, 
on that of the Grand Lodge of the southern provinces 
at Brussels. The number of operative lodges organized 
from that time to 1829 augmented the foregoing by thirty
one lodges, thus making the total number one hundred 
and thirty-six. 

The events of 1830 changed anew the :11asonic organ
tzation in Holland, placing it as \Ve found it in 1818; and 
t.be Grand Orient of Holland took under its direction the 
lodges of the ne'v Dutch territory and the Dutch colonies 
1n the two Indies. As in the past, it continues to fill with 
dignity, under its noble chief, Prince Frederick Willian1 

1 See General History of Freemasonry, p. 51. 
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Charles, the position that it occupies as one of the most 
ancient <lepartn1ents of Freemasonry in Europe. 

The Graud Orient of Holland at present directs, in all, 
the labors of sixty-seven operative lodges, of which about 
twenty are in the East and \Vest Indies. 

GERMANY. 

WE must give the history of },reemasonry in this vast 
country, which contains an empire, five kingdoms, and 
twenty-one principalities, in a manner more succinct than 
that of any other of the States of Europe. We 'vill com
mence, therefore, by speaking of that city 'vhich, of all 
othees in Germany, was the first in which Freemasonry 
took root. 

Hamburg.-On the 3d of December, 1737, the fit·st ~1a
sonic lodge in G-ermany, under the English dispensation, 
'vas established in this city. It was named ".Absalom 
Lodge," and 'vas placed under the direction of Brother 
Charles Sarey. On the 30th of October, 1740, this lodge 
w.as raised, by the Grand Lodge of England, to the rank 
of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Han1burg and Lo\ver 
Saxony, and having for its Grand !\faster, Brother Lutt
man. It \Vas by a deputation of this lodge that the Prince 
Frederick of Prussia, ~ubsequently Frederick II, '\Vas in
itiated, in 1738, at Brunswick-a circumstance that has 
contributed mueh to the propagation of Freemasonry in 
Germany. From Hamburg, Freen1asonry passed, in 1738, 
to Dresden; in 1740, to Berlin; in 1741, to Leipsic; in 
1744, to Beunswick, and in 1746, to IIanover. The Pro
vincial Grand Lodge established up to 1795 but five lodges, 
ancl in that year these united in founding a hospital for 
house servants, and, subsequently, created a fund for there
lief of fo1·eign brethren who n1ight require it. This Grand 
Lodge had exteu<led its jurisdiction, in 1807, over sixteen 
lodges, all 'vorking .the English l{ite and remaining faith:-
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ful to its mother lodge of London. In this respect it 
shone as a bright example of fidelity in comparison to 
other Provincial Grand Lodges, w·hich, although estab
lished under like circumstances and by the same authority, 
generally took the first favoraLle opportunity to become 
independent of the authority that created them. It was 
1~ot until the year 1811 that the Provincial Grand Lodge 
of llan1burg decided to assert its independence. To-day 
it directs a Provincial Grand Lodge and twenty-one oper
ative lodges, all practicing the English Rite, together with 
a chapter, created by Shrooder, who \Vas, duriug many 
years, its Grand ~1aster. 

Prussia.-The "Lodge at the Three Globes," in Berlin, 
composed of Frenclf artists, was constituted on the 23d of 
September, 1740. This was the first lodge established at 
that tin1e. On the 24th of June, 17 44, Pt·ince F!·ederick 
elevated it to the rank of a Grauel Lodge, under the title 
of "}{oyal Grand ~!other Lodge." He was, as a natura] 
consequence, elected Grand ~laster, and filled the office 
as such unti11747, from which date he ceased to take any 
part in Masonic labors. 

~rhis mother lodge suffered itself to be from an early 
period invaded by the high degrees of the rite of "Per
fection," as also by those of the rite ''Strict Observance." 
In 1773, desiring to organize a lodge whose membership 
would be composed entirely of the nobility, it requested 
permission to do so fron1 the king, Frederick II, but \Vas 
refused. Such an institution could no better carry out the 
object of Masonry than those ·which ·were charged with 
tho propagation of its doctrines. 

Although, like Hamburg, some parts of Germany had 
received 1\.fasonry direct from England, and the lodges 
thus constituted worked the English Rite, others had re
ceived it by the intermediation of France. The institu
tion soon extended in a most extraordinary manner. The 

9 
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lodges there, finding themselves composed, in great part, 
of the nobility and men devoted to art and the scionl'!es, 
havit1g a weakness for the French language, tnany of them 
conducted their labors in that language, and, for the n1ost 
part, even took French nan1es. This tendency fuvor(;'d 
the introduction into the German lodges of the high de· 
grees which the officers of the army of Broglie had im
ported from France; and it is frotn this period these innu
tnerable follies 'vhich culn1inated in the introduction of the 
Templar system may be dated.. It 'vas not until after the 
Congress of \Vilhclrnsbad that these disorders ceased. The 
discussions 'vhich took place in that assernbly broke the 
chains of the 'l'emplar hierarchy, believed to be so fien1ly 
riveted by the Jesuits, and relieved the fraternity in ail 
Germany from their drunken enthusiasm for the systen1s 
of high degrees. 

In no country had the Templar system been extended 
so generally as in Germany. Nearly all the lodges hnd 
adopted it, under the belief that its object was the re
establishn1ent of the ancient Order of Knights Templar. 
The most elevated classes of society and people the nwtit 
honorable, an1ong whon1 \Vere the greater portion of the 
nobility, became its partisans, nohvithstanding the <.loubts 
'vhich were thro·wn out of the sincet·ity of the asser~.ions 
of its chief officials. Tvventy-six princes of Germany had 
been initiated into those degrees, and· th_us becrune pro
moters more or less zealous; " 7 hile many of them took 
position at .the head of the Te1nplar Order in thejr respect
ive States. 

Since Frederick the Great, all his successors have been 
Freemasons, or have declared then1selv!3s in favor and the 
protectors of Freemasonry. Frederick \Villiam III, \Ybo 
had been initiated, confirmed and rec<?gnized feom the 
throne, in 1798, the three Grand Lodges of Berlin. At 
the second Congress of Vienna, in 1833, ·when .A .. ustria nnd 
Bavaria demanded, in terms not in any wise equivocal, the 
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extern1ination of the society of Freen1asons, this king de
clared that they w·ere and always should be in his king
dom, under his protection; and, by his warm defense of 
the institution, he prevented the other powers represented 
at this congress frotn exhibiting any leaning towards the 
project of extermination advanced by the hvo powers just 
named. 

It was by his desire and with l1is consent that the 
present king, William I, proclaimed himself, during his 
life, protector of ~1asonry in Prussia. The latter, without 
partaking of the favot·able opinion of the institution en
tertained by his father, intitated hitn, as 'veil from politi
cal motives as to continue the custon1 consecrated by his 
predecessors of the royal family, in consenting that his 
son, the })riuce royal Frederick \Villian1, should be ini
tiated and should represent Prussian }riasonry. This ini
tiation took place on the 5th of N oven1ber, 1853. The 
principles of this prince are known to be at variance, how
ever, with those of his father. 

The three Prussian Grand Lodges located at Berlin 
have each founded some humanitarian establishments in 
favor of Freemasons and their families. 

'rhe Grand Lodge at the Three Globes has under ita ju
risdiction ninety-nine operative lodges. 

The National Grand Lodge of Gern1any, founded in 
1773, registers under its jurisdiction sixty-seven operative 
lodges. 

The Royal York Grand Lodge, founded in 1798, regis-
ters t'~enty-seven operative lodges under its jurisdiction. 

Each of these three Grand L<,dges has its Grand ~:las
ter and Deputy Grand ~.faster. The Prince "\Villiam of 
Baden has been, since 1859, Grand ~{aster of the Royal 
York Grand Lodge. 

• 
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Kingdom ~f Saxony.-A lodge 'vas established at Dres
den, in 1738, by the Count Rotowsky, under ·whose dir·ec
tion a Provincial Grand Lodge ·was organized in 1741. 
This Grand Lodge, '"ith the oper,ltive lodges under its 
jurisdiction, experieuced the same en1barrasstnents, by 
their connection 'vith the high degrees1 as all the other 
legislative n1asonic bodies of Gern1any. We shall pa83 
them by 'vithout further notice. 

In 1755, this lodge took the title of Grand Lodge of 
Saxony; and, after having, in 1807, abolished all the de
gt·ees above that of nfaster ~1ason, 1t united, in 1811, with 
the N ationa.l Grand Lodge of Saxony, 'vhich then had 
been established. 

Under the auspices of the first Grand Lodge, there was 
founded, in 1792, on the 22d of Septen1ber, at Frederick
sta.dt, a pb_ilosopbic establishment, 'vb ich is directe<..l at 
the present tirne by the Lodge of the Three Swords, at 
Dresden, and in ·which two hundred children are edu-
cated. ' 

The Grand Lodge of Saxony has at present under its 
jurisdiction fifteen operative lodges. t 

Kingdom of H anover.- The capital of this country ad
mitted Freemasonry in 1746, and the Grand J..Jodge of 
London established there, in 1755, a Provincial Gt·and . 
Lodge, under the Grand n1astership of Count Kie1man-
segge. Having detached itself from the ~1other Grand 
Lodge, in 1828 it declared its independence as a J\fasonic 

·authority, under the Grand }.1astership of the reigning 
king. Its history is intimately connected 'vith that of 
German ~1asonry in general. 

The king, G-eorge V, on ascending the throne on the 
18th November, 1851, declared hi1uself-like his father, 
wl.~.o was a F reemason-the protector of ~Iasonry in Ilun
over, and was initiated, on the 14th of January, 1857, in 
the "Lodge at the Black Bear," in Ilanover. From thut 
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time he has directed, as Grand l\1aster, the Freemasonry 
of the country, and taken a very active part in ~1asonie 
labors. 

The Grand Lodge of Hanover numbers at the present 
thue upon its register twenty-one symbolic lodges. 

J(ingdom of Bavaria.-In no country of Germany has 
}

1reenlasonry been subjected to as n1any restrictions and 
vexations as in the kingdom of Bavat·ia. It did not pene
trate, until very lately, into the elder Bavaria; and it was 
not until 1777 that the Royal York Grand Lodge organ
ized a lodge at Munich. But for a long time it has ex
isted in operative lodges, located in countries which, in 
1810, were annexed to this kingdom. A lodge had been 
organized by Prince Frederick of Brandenburg, on the 
21st June, 1741, at Beyreuth, the ancient capital of Fran
conia, where other lodges 'vere said to have existed at 
this tin1e, but conceruing ·which we know nothing. 

The society of the Illuluinati, founded by the professor 
Weisshaupt, and to 'vhich was intrusted the noble task of 
causing virtue to triun1ph over folly and ignorance, and 
of carrying instruction and civilization into all classes of 
society, had found access into some lodges located in the 
Elder Bavaria, and particularly those of }ifunich; and 
thereupon Prince Charles Theodore, moved by the influ
ence of the Jesuits, issued tw'o decrees, the one dated 2d 
:1\farch, and the other 16th August, 1785, interdicting the 
assetnblies of the lllun1inati, and also those of the Free
tnasons. Following these prohibitions, ·which 'vere re
ne,veJ. from at first by the king, Maxin1ilian Joseph, on 
the 4th November, 1799, and subsequently on the 5tl 
1\iaroo, 1804, the lodges of 11unich and of 11anheim 
ceased their labors. 

\Vjthin the Protestant countries annexed to Bavaria
at Beyreuth and Ratisbonne-t.he lodges ·were allowed to 
continue their labors, but under mo3t intolerable restric-
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tions. No employe of the government, either civil or 
miiitn:ry, ·was permitted to attend the meetings of or be 
initiated into thern. In ·a 'vord, these lodges had to con
tend ·with the Jesuitical tendencies of the government, 
and were consequently paralyzeu in their actions. 

N otwiths~'lnding this pressur~, ho,vever, the lodge at 
Beyreuth-constituted, on the 3d of August, 1800, as a 
Provincial Grand Lodge, under the jurisdict:cn of the 
Royul York Grand Lodge at Berlin-made a stand, under 
the Grand Mastership of Count Giech and Brother V oel
dendorf, prefect of the government; and finally, in 1811, 
it, ¥vith four other lodges, created an independent power at 
Beyreuth, under the title of "Grand Lodge of the Sun." 
This authority has at present- under its jurisdiction, in the 
northern portion of Bavaria, eleven operative lodges, 
while in th~ southern portion, ¥V hich is entirely Roman 
Catholic, Freemasonry is completely interdicted. 

Grand Duchy of Baden.-The most ancient lodge of 
this country is the lodge "Charles of Conco1·d," established 
on the 24th November, 1778, at 11an beim, by tho Royal 
York Grand Lodge of Berlin. Its labors \Vere suspended 
in 1785, in consequence of the interdiction of ~1asonic as
semblies in the states of the elector of Bavaria, in 'vhich 
A-Ianheim was at that time situate. But when this city 
\vas, in 1803, incorporated in the Gra.nd Duchy of Baden, 
Freemasonry awoke, under the direction of the ~1arquis 
of Dalberg, and founded, in 1806, a Grand Orient of Ba
den, of ·which Prince Charles of Y sen berg 'vas chosen 
Grand Master. 

Another power, under the title of the "National Union 
of the Lodges," was, upon the 23d of 11ay, 1809, consti
tuted at Manheim by f1e lodges of Cadsriihe, Friburg, 
Heidelberg, etc., of which the Marquis Cbat·les Frederick 
Schilling, of Constadt, 'vas non1inatcd presiding officer. 

After the death of the Grauu Duke~ Charles Frederick, 
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his successor, under the pressure of political e,.~~nts, on 
the 16th Februat·y, 1813, and on the 7th ~larch, 1814, 
promulgated two ordinances, prohibiting all asse1nblies of 
secret societies, an1ong "·hich, of course, Freemasonry 
stood first. After this the lodges ren1ained closed for 
thirty years; and it ·was not until in 1845 that the reign 
ing Grand Duke autborize<l ane'v the assembling of Free
masons. The greater part of the old lodges began their 
labors, and to-day they are at work, under the jurisdiction 
of the Grand Lodge of Beyreuth and the Grand Lodge . 
at the Three Globes, in Berlin, respectively. 

Kingdom of Wurtemberg.-In 177 4 a lodge was insti
tuted at Stuttgart, under the title of " Charles of the 
Three Cedars," \vhich practiceu the rite of '' Strict Ob
servance," and haviug at its head Brother Taubenheim, 
privy councilor; but it failed to sustain itself, and, by a 
circular, dateu the 16th July, 1784, it \Vas announced that 
its labors 'vere suspended. It ·was not until the year 1835 
that we see Freemasonry reappear at Stuttgart. The late
ness of this reappearance is due to the unfriendly disposi
tion for the inRtitution entertained by the sovereigns 'vho 
governed W urtemberg since 1784. To-day \Ve see lodges 
in active operation, \vorking under the direction of va
rious German Grand Lodges. 

Duchy of Hesse-Darmstadt.-The first traces of ]free
masonry 'vere exhibited in this country in 1764, \vhen a 
lodge, under the name of tho '' 'Vhite Pigeon,'' had been 
organized by the National Grand Lodge of Gern1any; but 
teis lodge disappeared in1mediately, and left no sign of 
~1asonic life in Hesse-Dar1nstadt, where, as in ntany other 
portions of Gern1any, the reigning sovereigns did not 
have much love for the institution. It \Vas not uutil the 
year 1816 that it a\voke, thank3 to the particular protec
tion of the laudgrave Christian of Hesse. A lodge, under 
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the title of "St. John the Evangelist," \vas constituted at 
Darmstadt, on the 5th of August of that year, and in
stalled on the 23d of the following October, by the Grand .. 
Lodge of the Eclectic Union at Frankfort. This lodge 
established a fund for the relief of the ·wido\vs and or· 
phans of deceased brethren. 

In 1846 \vas established at Darn1stadt, under the title 
of ''The Union," a Grand Lodge, ·which no·w numbers 
upon its register seven operative lodg~e, besides the lodge 
"St. John the Evangelist." 

Hesse- Cassel.-N otwithstanding all the members of the 
ducal family of this duchy ·were Freen1asons, as ·were also 
the ruling princes, in this country, ll'reemasonry has never 
made any progress. The lodges have never sought to 
form a central po·wer, but 'vork in an isolated n1anner, 
and without ranking under any jurisdiction. 

When the countt·y was transfonned into a kingdom, 
under Jerome Buonaparte, in 1808, the lodges organized a 
1egislative authority at Cassel, under the title of the 
"Grand Orient of \f\T estpha11a ;" but this organization was 
dissolved after the events of 1815. Another Maso1iic au
thority 'vas constituted at Cassel in 1817. We have no 
documents to inform us as to ·what occurred since that date. 

Duchy of Brunswick.-Tbrough the agency of the cham
berlain Do Kisselben, \Vho w·as by it named Provincial 
Grand Master for life, the Proviucial Grand Lodge of 
Han1burg, on the 12th of February, 1844, instituted a 
lodge at Brups,vick 'vhich ·was called "Jonathan," and at 
the installation of \Yhich Prince Albert of Brunswick \Vas 
present. After the inteoduction of the Temp1at· system 
into the lodges of Gern1any, a number of the mernbers of 
this lodge refused to recognize it as 11asonic, or adn1it 
the system into the lodge. This circun1stance, in 1765, 
led to a division of the membership into hvo factions, 
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which, w·hile they continued to \Vork each jnclepen<lent 
of the other, ceased not to crirninate and \\'ar upon each 
other. A third lodge, nan1ed " St. Charles of Concord," 
organized in 1764 by some Frenchn1en, \vho worked in 
the French language, and conferred the high degrees 
brought by them frmn France, having, notwithstanding 
the protection of the reigning duke, been authorized h) 
the t\YO dissenting lodges just n1Qntioned, Duke Charles, 
to put an end to this strife nnd disorder, closed up all the 
lodges, and subsequently ordered their membe1~s]1 ip to re
organize into two ue\V lodges, the one to "~ork in the 
French language, and the other in the Gern1an. 

In 1770, the Duke Ferdinand of Brunswick, having 
been non1i.nated, by the Grand Lodge of London, Provin
cial Grand Master for the lodges of the Duchy of Bruns
wick, installed the officers of these two lodges on the lOth 
and 11th of October of that year, in presence of the Duke 
Charles of Sudcrn1anie, brother of Gustavus III, King of 
Sweden; Prince Ft·ederick Augnstus of Brunswick-Lone
burg, and General Rhetz, Deputy Grand Master. 

As the T~mplar system lacked in Ger1nany an influen
tial chief, \Vho could facilitate its propagation and sup
port the secret plans of its founders, the en1issaries of the 
Jesuits sought, not in vain, to gain the Duke Ferdinand 
to such position. After having consented to their propo
sition, and being initiated in the Convent of Rohlo in 1772, 
by the chapter there assembled for that purpose, he "\\"'as 
nominated Grand ~faster of all the lodges of the Templar 
system in Germany. On the 18th January, 1773, he es
tablished a Supren1e Directory of Strict Observance at 
Bruns,vick, and \vithin the very locality of those lodges 
which his predecessor had dosed to prevent them from 
practicing the rite of ·w·hich he nO\V announced himself as 
chief. Deceived, however, as had been Gustavus III of 
S·we<.len, and his brother the Duke of Suderrnanie, as to 
the origin of the Ten1plar systetn, by the etnissaries, who 

• 
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pretended that the object of ~.~hat system \vas to r.e-estab .. 
lish the Order of the Knights Tcn1plar, and ~o clailn res
titution of the property of that order from the po,veJ' that 
had confiscated i•, Duke Ferdinand assembled in 1775 at 
Brunswick, and in 1778 at W olfenbuttel, conventions of 
Freemasons, to ascertain the facts in this connection. 
The consequences 'vere, that while many of the emissanes 
of the Ternplar system ·were unmasked and in1prisoned, 
the object of the inquiry was no further advanced than 
before. , Finally, the Duke ~,erdinaud convoked, in 1782, 
a congress at Wilhelmsbad, to which were invited an the 
Masonic authorities of Europe, in order, first, to ascertain 
if the Templar system \vas really directed by the Society 
of Loyola; second, to discuss the merits of the system, as 
also its demerits; and, third, to reform it, to the end that 
Freemasonry might be extricated from the political com
plications into which this systen1 had drawn it, not alone 
in all Germany, but also in Sweden, Italy, Poland, and 
Russia. The discussions which took place during the 
thirty days this congress continued in session, while they 
led to no positive assurance beyond the fact that the Tem
plar system \Vas a totally anti-n1asonic institution, carried 
the conviction to the minds of the n1ajority present that 
there was no Freemasonry beyond that of the English 
Rite, or the three symbolic degrees. The consequences 
were that all the systen1s of high degrees were rejected 
and cast aside as \Vorthless, except the rite of Strict Ob
servance, ·which 'vas changed into the " )lefined Scottish 
Rite.'' 

The "Supreme Directory" at Brunswick, after the dea.th 
of Duke Ferdinand, on the 3d July, 1792, returned to the 
practice of the English Rite, and assumed what it clain1ed 
as its odginal IJanle of "St. Charles of Concord;" and 
thereafter, for some time, continued ~o exiEt isolated and 
independent. 

While vVestphalia was a kingdom this lodge was in 
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danger of losing its independence, in consequence of the 
Grand Lodge of "\Ve:5tphalia, instituted in 1808 at Cassel, 
attemptiug to register it under its direction. But the in
terference of the king prevented this consumntation, and, 
for the purpose of having some recognized ~Iasonic au
thorhy to ]ean upon, it returned to its obedience to the an
cient n1other lodge of H~nnbnrg. The 11th and 12th }feb
ruary, 1844, were employed by this lodge-" St. Charles 
of Concord" -in celebrating the centennial feast of the 
introduction of Freemasonry into Brunswick. 

E.mpire of Austria.-In aU countries wherein the Roman 
Catholic and apostolic clergy predominate, Freen1asonry 
experiences great difficulty in attaining a permanent foot
hold. Of' this fact Austria is a striking illustration. All 
the lodges constituted in the Austrian States have had but 
a brief term of existence, the persecutions on the part of 
the clergy and the prohibitions of the sovereigns having 
never given them time to take root. 

The Empress 11aria Theresa, notwithstanding her hus
band, the Emperor Francis I, was a Freemason, inter
dicted Masonry, in 1764, within the Austrian States. It 
was not until the reign of Joseph II that ·we find the in
stitutj0n again existing in that country; but, as before, 
an object of suspicion, and under the strict superintend
ence of the police. 

The system of Strict Observance had been established 
in all its hierarchy at Vienna; but some very grave coin
plications caused it, in a short tin1e, to abandon its seat. 
In 1784:, however, there 'vere established some ten lodges 
in Vienna, all 'vorking under this system, and which-to 
judge from the language of a Masonic journal \Vhich was 
there secretly published from 1784 to 1786, and edited 
with marked ability-,vere composed of worthy men, and 
progressive in their principles and practices. 

After the death of Joseph II in 1790, his successor, 

, 
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Ft·ancis II, prohibited J\1asonry ane,v, and used thP. great
est severity in enforcing this prohibition, even to demand 
ing a decision fron1 the Gern1an Diet, in 1794, then sit
ting at Ratisbonne, to interdict the institution throughout 
all Germany. But the representatives of Prussia, Bruns
wick, and .IIanover responded to this demand by saying, 
that as he ' vas protector of the rights and liberties of his 
own subjects, they clain1ed the same privilege 'vith re
gard to theirs. 

Freemasonry penett~ated into Bohemia in 1769, and in 
1770 four lodges were actively engaged in Prague. They 
were composed of the most pron1inent citizens. In 1786, 
a Provincial Grand Lodge for Bohemia was organized; 
but the interdiction of Francis II caused the total suspen
sion of Masonic 1abor in this portion of his empire; and, 
since 1794, Austria has been shut out from Masonic light. 

RECAPITULATION OF THE LODGES ExrSTING IN THE SEVERAL STATES OF 

GEBM,J\.NY. 

Prussia, with 3 G. L .. .............. 187 fiolstein......... .. ......... . ....... ........ 1 
Saxony, " 1 " ......•.•.•...•• 16 Saxe-Coburg-Gotha..................... 2 
llanover, " 1 '' .......... ...... 20 I\leiningen ......... ...................... 1 
Bavaria, " 1 '' ......... ....... 10 Anhalt Dessnn .... .. ,...... ....... ....... 2 
Baden..................................... 5 " Bern bourg..................... 1 
'Vurtemberg......... ..... ... ......... 6 Reuss (the elder)... ....... .... ......... 1 
Hesse-Dnrmstadt, 1 G. L............ 7 Reuss (the younger)................ .. 1 
Hesse-Cassel........................... 2 'Valdcck ...... . ....... .. ... ...... ...... ... 1 
Lux em bourg, 1 G. L.. .. .. . . . . . .. .. . . . 2 Lippe-Det.mold... .. .. . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1 
Mecklenburg-Schwerin.............. 9 Schwnrtzbonrg-Schwerin............. 2 

" Strelitz ......... ...... 2 Lubeck.................................... 2 
Saxe .. Wei mar........................... 2 Bt·emen ... .. .. . ... . .. ..... ... . . . .. .. . . .. .. . 2 
Olden bourg ............................• 
N assn u ..... ........................ .. .... . 
Brunswick ......... ....... ...... .. ..... . 
Altenburg .......................•...... 

2 .Frankfort-on-the-1\l!l.in and its rle-
1 pendencies, with 1 G. L...... •.•.• 10 
8 Hamburg and dependencies, 1 G. L. 21 

II 
Tota1. .......... 10 G. Ls. and 323 La. 

l 
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SWITZERLAND. 

FREE)fASONRY penetrated into s"':"itzet·land in 1737, when 
a Provincial Grand ~1aster of England, named George 
Hamilton, founded the first lodge at Geneva, and shortly 
afterward the second at I...~ausanne; hut in consequence of 
its interdicti9n, in 1738, by the magistracy of Berne, the 
latter \vas dissolved. In 1740 a ne\v lodge \Yas organized 
at Lausanne; but a second prohib!tion by the govern
ment of Berne, dated the 3d .1fareh, 17 45, closed it. It 
was not until about 1764 that lodges \Vere organized in 
IJausanne and in the canton of V aud; but a third edict, 
issued by the government, in 1770, against the assembling 
of Freemasons, dispersed these lodges also. 

The Provincial Grand Lodge of GeneTa maintained it
self ·with much difficulty; for nearly all the lodges that 
it constituted, particularly tho:ie in the canton of Vaud, 
were dispersed by the edicts 1:r.1entioned. Having sought, 
however, to establish lod~'., in the cities of German 
Switzerland, and others :i~ Geneva, it seemed necessary 
that a Grand Orient of G~neva should be established; 
and, in 1786, this au(r.ority ·was instituted; but the 
French Revolution of 1789 caused it to suspend opera
tions. In 1796 it reF;nmed its functions; but, by the union 
of Geneva with th~ En1pire of France, its operations \Vere 
set aside by th~ ~-:-\~·and Or1nnt of France, which in1me
diately commerr~d instituting lodges \vithin its jurisdic
tion. In 17f3.5., Masonry raving extended into Gertnan 
Switzcrlan~> a lodge was P; tablished at Basle, and another 
at Zurich in 1771. Both of these lodges \Vere instituted 
by the Provincial Grand. Lodge of Geneva. 

The system of Str1t?~ Observance soon found its \Yay 
into the valleys of )~~·~7etia; and its anti-masonic distinc
tions, while prodU(.,'~,g the same disorder there \Yhich they 
produced elsew}#)·r'J) culminated in dividing the ~fasons 
of Switzerland '~~o t\vo camps. In 1775, the system of 
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Strict Observance, having organized a Helv~tian Scottish 
Directory, divided itself into two factions. The one, hav
ing its seat at Basle, assumed authority oYer German Swit
zerland; 'vhile the other, sitting at I.~ausaune, and styling 
itself the Scottish Directory of Ron1an llelvetia, took 
charge of French Switzerland. But this last had to sub-
nit to a like fortune w·it.h all the lodges of the canton of 

V aud; and in consequence of the edict of the I.~ords of 
Berne, issued in November, 1782, it suspended its opera
tions. 'l'his edict, for the fourth time, prohibited l\Iasonic 
assemblies in every portion of the canton. The Directory 
of Basle \vas not 1nore fortunate; for, in 1785, under the 
stringent requirements of an edict of the magistrates of 
Berne, it also had to suspend operations. During the 
French Revolution all Masonic labors in s,vitzerlaud were 
suspended; and, in 1818, the seat of the Scottish Directory 
of Basle \Vas transferred, after the death of the Grand 
Master Burhardt, from that cit.y to Zurich. 

The Directory of Roman flelvetia at Lausanne awoke 
to renewed activity in 1810; but the system of Strict Ob
servance having been abolished after the congress of Wil
helmsbad, it took the title of Grand Ol'ient of Roman 
Helvetia, on the 15th October of that year, and fro1n that 

\time governed the lodges of the canton of Vaud, until 
its fusion, in 1822, with the Provincial Grand Lodge of 
Berne, \\·hich then became an independent Grand Lodge. 

At Berne 11asonry had been introduced, about the year 
1740, by the Provincial Grand Lodge of Geneva; but, in 
consequence of the interdiction of the magistrates of 
Berne, it had disappeared, and no traces of it could be 
found in the cant_on until about 1798, wl"en son1e llernese 
officers, in tho service of France, established. three lodges, 
styled, l'Cspectively, "Friends of Glory,)! "Foreign Coun-
try," and "Discretion." The first two had Lnt a short 
existence,, and fro1n the remains of the last was formed 
the "Lodge of Ifope,'' \vhich was constituted by the Grand 

/ 
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Orient of France, on the 14th of September, 1803, and 
which 'vas then the only lodge in active operation in the 
whole Swiss Confederation. 

A new era no'v appeared to dawn for ~fasonry in Switz
erland, which, no more persecuted, developed with 'von
derful rapidity, and lodges 'vere established, 'vithin a short 
time, in the principal towns of the country; but the 'vars 
of the en1pire once 1nore arrested this ne\Y growth. The 
Lodge of Hope was composed of eminent men of all 
classes of society-nearly all foreign diplomatists, resident 
at Berne as y-epresen tatives of foreign po,vers, ha viug be
come n1en1ber8 of thts lodge. In 1812 it initiated Prince 
Leopold of Saxe-Coburg, since Ring of the Belgians. On 
the 12th July, 1818, this lodge applied for a patent to the 
Grand Lodge of England; and on the 24th J nne, 1819, it 
was installed as a Provincial Grand Lodge of England, by 
the brother Louis de Tavel de Kruiningen, 'vho had heen 
elected to the position of Provincial Grand !\.faster. From 
that tin1e it aha ndoned and discredited t.he chapters and 
high degrees of all kinds which it had received ft·om 
France, and thencefonvard recognized nothing a.s nia
sonic but the three symbolic degrees. 

Thenceforth the en1inent brethren 'vho directed this 
authority sought to unite, under one alliance, all the 
lodges of Switzerland. Having announced their desires 
11pon this su hject to the Helvetian Scottish Directory at 
Zurich, 'vithout meeting any favorable response, on the 
2-!th June, 1822, the Provincial Grand Lodge of Berne 
concluded a treaty of union "·ith the IIelvetian Grand 
Orient 1 at Lausanne, by virtue of 'vhich both of these au
thorities were dissolved, and in their place was instituted 
a N a.tional Grand Lodge of s,vitzerlanu, to 'vLich, by vir 
tue of the treaty, the six lodges of the Grand Orient and 

1 This Grand Orient was, in some sort, the successor of the Homan 
Helvetian Directory, that suspended operations in 17~.2. 
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the three lodges of the Provincial Grand Lodge yielued 
obedience. In this manner but two Masonic authorities 
came to exist, viz : the National Grand Lodge of Switzer
JandJ and the Helvetian Scottish Directory at Zurich. 

Snch new lodges as were subsequently instituted in 
S"ritzer!a.nd took rank under the National Grand Lodge; 
and notwithstanding the Zurich Directory had at various 
times, and particularly in 1830, after tbe death of the 
Grand ~1aster De Tavel, made overtures of union to the 
National Grand Lodge, in consequence of the preteus\9ns 
to tbe right of conferring high degrees retained by the 
former, the latter, having abolished such pretensiMon, 'V\'ould 
never consent to such union. 

Finally, the feelings which prompted a desire fot· uuion 
\vere rene\ved in 1835, and, at the twenty-fifth anniver
sary of the re-opening of the lodge "Liberty with ~fod
esty," in Zurich, the Swiss lodges ·were invited, and the 
feast took place on the 20th August, 183G. It was then 
agreed that the "Lodge of Hope," at .Berne, should con
voke, in the year 1838, all the lodges of Switzerland in a 
congress, in \vhich should be discussed the basis of a 
future union. In accordance with this decision the con
gress met, the basis of union w·as discussed, and the decis· 
ion arrived at that a third cougress should assemble at 
Basle in 1840, to continue the discussion. Subsequently, 
a fourth congress assembled at Locle in 1842, and ·finally a 
fifth, at which were assen1bled the representatives of four
teen lodges, who ratified the union on the 22d June, 1844, 
and estabHshed the ne'v Alpine Grand Lodge, with the 
brother Professor Hottinger as Grand Nlaster. 

The place of meeting of this body is changed every t\,·o 
years. Governed by a council of adn1inistration, having 
the Grand ~1aster for president, and composed of the 
men1bers united in a general assen1bly, this authority ex
ercises legislative powers. Its jurisdiction extends over 
twenty-seven lodges, vvhich form the Swiss union. 
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ITALY. 

IN no country has Freemasonry heen subjected to such 
changes of fortune as in Italy. It is at Florence that we 
fincl the first traces of the institution. Introduced there 
in 1729, by the Grand Lodge of England, which estab
lished n1any lodges in Tuscany, in 1731 we find a Pro
vincial Grand Lodge instituted. But Gaston, the last 
Gt·and Duke of the family of the ~1edici, in 1737 inter
dicted all ~1asonic meetings, and not until after his death 
did F1·eemasons again meet in a lodge capacity. Then, 
the clergy having complained to Pope Clement XII, he 
sent an inquisitor to Florence, who arrested and impris
oned all the }tfasons he could discover, and ceased not in 
his persecutions until ordered so to do by the successor 
of Gaston, Francis, Duke of I..~orraine, who was subse
quently Emperor of Austria. This prince, who had been 
made a 11ason in Holland, protected the institution. U n
der his reign ~1asonry extended into all Italy-to ~1.ilan, 
Padua, V cnice, and Verona. It existed even at Home, 
where, unkno1vn to the Pope, a lodge worked in the Eng
lish Rite. The bull of excommunication of the 27th April, 
1738, published on the 29th of the follo,ving ~lay, and 
·which prohibited }t1asonic meetings in all Catholic coun
tries, under the n1ost severe penalties, closed a portion of 
th~ Italian lodges. A new edict of the Cardinal Farras, 
dated 14th January, 1739, confirmed this bull, and ordered 
to be bu1·ned, b,y the hands of the public hangman, a pam
phlet ''Titten in fa\or of Freemasons. These persecu
tions, however, had but little effect in interrnpting the 
spre~td of 11.asonry in Italy, particularly at Naples; and 
it 'n1s but by the promulgation of the bull of Pope Bene
dict XIV, on the 18th }tfarch, 1751, that the lodges 'vere 
obllged to close their meetings. 

In 1760, the Grand Lodge of Holland instituted a Pt·o
vincial Grand Lodge at N a pies, which, in a short tim() 

10 
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had organized eight operative lodges. Then detaching it
self ft·on1 the Grand Lodge of IIolland, this loclge took 
rank as a Provincial G-rand Lodge, under the Grand 
Lodge of England. In 1767 this bo,1y declared itself in
dependent, under the ·title of the National Grand Lodge 
of Italy, 'vitb the Duke Den1etrio della Rocca in the oflico 
of Grand Master; in ·which condition it existed until 1790, 
when it ·was dissolved by the French Revolution. 

Masonry 'vas cotemporarily introduced into the king
dom of Sardinia, lodges having been organized at. Turin 
and Chan1hery, 1vhile, in the 1atter city, the Grand Lodge 
of London founded a Provincial Grand Lodge. 

In 1762 ~1asonry was imported f1·om England to Venice, 
where many lodges. '"ere established, under the direction 
of the Provincial Grand ~1aster ~1anuzzi. 

The pal'tisans of the Stuarts, and other political schen1ers, 
found in Italy, as elsewhere, means to establish theit· ille
gitinlate 1'Iasonry. In 1775 they had installed at Turin a 
con1mandery of the eighth department of the systen1 of 
Strict Observance, under the direction of the Count of 
Bernez, steward to the King of Sardinia; and by him 
were established priories of this system in all the principal 
tpwns of that kingdom, as . well as in many cities of Italy. 

At Chambery English Ft·eemasonry had soon to giv-e 
way to the system of Strict Observance, and the Provin
cial Grand Lodge, instituted in that city by the Grm~d 
Lodge. of London, transformed itself, in 1775, into a Di
rectory of the ~1asons of Lon1bardy; but which was dis
solved in 1794. At Naples the Prince of Carantanca was 
placed at the head of the Templar systcn1, which there, as 
else,vhere, very soon displaced the English Rite. 

'l'he interdictions of the Papal authority, as als0 the clan
destine persecutions of the clergy and government, little 
by little, dispersed the majority of the lodges, and those 
which survived were closed during the French Revolution. 

Under the French governrnent, hov{ever, a new era 
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seemecl to dawn for ~Iasonry in Italy. A lodge, organized 
at ~1i1an in 1801, ·was followed by the establishment of 
another at }.fantua, and others in the principal cities; 
when the Scottish Rite, introduceJ at Paris ir... 1804, and 
imported to :11ilan in 1805, by virtue of a constitution 
dated at Paris, and bearing the signatures of De Grasse
Tilly, Pyron, Benier and Vidal, organized a Supreme 
Council for Italy, w·hich extended its ran1ifications to 
Sicily. It ·was this Supreme Council of 1\-filan which gave 
to one of its members, named Lechangeur, the idea of 
creating, in 1806, ·the !·Ute of ~lisraim, in accordance with 
which councils of high degrees were instituted at Naples 
and V en ice.1 

The Grand Orient, created at Naples in 1807, and hav
ing the Pririce Eugene for Grand Master, subsequently 
united itself to the Grand Orient of Italy, which 'vas or
ganized on the 24th June, 1809, under the auspices auu 
Grand Mastership of the king, Joachim ~1urat. 

\Vith the fall of Napoleon I, this portion of the history 
of Ft·eemasonry in Italy closes. Thereafter all the inter
dictions, bulls, and edicts ·were renewed. The decree of 
Pope Pius VII, dated 15th August, 1814, carried infan1y 
and bodily torture as tho penalty incurred by all convicted 
of assembling as Freemasons. Immediately follo·wing this, 
similar decrees were promulgated by alJ the crowued 
he~ds of Catholic countries, all repeating the absurd 
charges contained in the decree of the Pope, Pius VII, 
and prohibiting in their respective states all Masonic as
senlblies. ~"ina11y, on the 8th August, the l{iug of Naples 
issued his interdiction, and, under penalty of sentence to 
the galleys, prohibited all participation in the assemblies 
of Freemasons. 

I 

After that time the lodges continued closed in Italy, 

1 '!'his rtte Wll.S imported to Paris in 1814, where it yet exiats, &.nd lu1.s 
gtven, in its turn, birth in that city to the Rite of 1\femphis. 
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and it was not until 1856-an interval of forty years
that the Grand Orient of France instituted lodges at 
GGnes and at Livorue. Since then the lodges have n1l:~
tiplied and extended into all the principal cities of the 
peninsula. 'l'hese lodges soon decided to institute an in
dependent G1·anu Lodge; and, after the elauoration Ly 
theiL .. delegates of a suitable constitution, on the 1st. Jan n
ary, 1862, the Grand Orient of Italy \Vas organized, \Vith 
its seat at Turin, and the brother Nigra non1inated G-rand 
Master. This brother, ho·wev-er, havjng declined the non1i
nation, the brethren Cordova and General Garibaldi were 
put jn no1nination, and the fo1 .. n1er elected. 

In consequence of the severity practiced against it by 
the ne\v central po,ver, the lodge "Da.ute .A lig-bieri," 
·which professed the Scottish (33d) Rite-a profession that 
was unhappily entertained by several other lodges-de
tacLed itself from the Grand Orient, and declared itself 
indepen<lent. Similar tendencies having manifested them
selves in other parts of Italy, and a Supreme Council for 
Sicily having heel). constituted at Palermo, with General 
Garibaldi as its chief, and son1e t-welve lodges ranking 
thernselves under it~ banner, on the 12th August, 1863, a 
convocation of aU the ~-1asonic bodies of Italy 'vas called, 
to tneet at Turin, to take into consideration the tendency 
of these disorders, and devise n1eans to check then1. Not 
being able to agree, the bretbt·en 'vho represented the 
Grand Orient of Turin 'vithdre\Y from this assembly, and 
thus allo·wed their places in the commission, appointed to 
draft a ne'v constitution, to be filled by brethren who 
were all partisans of the Scottish Rite. \Ve kuow not, 
at the present time, (close of 1863,) the result of this 
labot·; in no case, howe\·er, can 've believe this result ·will 
be favorable to the interests of tt~ue Freemasonry. 

The Grand Orient of Italy, hnving rejected the high 
degrees which, duJ~ing the past century, had produced 
much discord a1nong the lodges of that country, and, 

' 
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uuder its constitution, recognized nothing as Masonry but 
the three symbolic degrees of the English Rite, muny 
~fasonic authorities hesitated to recognize it, in the belief 
that the political agitation of the country might cause its . 
early dissolution. The desire to found a Polish and a IInn
garian Grand Orient, at the head of ·which, respectiYely, 
should be placed a political chief of these countt·ies, has 
not a little contributed to strengthen such a belief . .... 

At the close of 1863 the Grand Ot·ient of Italy reckoned 
under its jurisdi0tion sixty-eigll t operative lodges, an1ong 
which are to be found lodges in Alexandeia and Cairo, in 
Egypt; at Coustautinople, in Turkey, and Lima, in South 
America. 

PoRTUGAL. 

THERE is one country 'vhere ~,fasonic light has pene
trated but 'vith the greatest difficulty; for it is the seat 
of ignorance and superstition. This country is the pat·a
dise of monks, who there cease not to build convents, 
and exercise the exclusive privilege of directing the minus 
of tho people, the king, and his councilors. That coun
try is Portugal. 

From the Book of Con.stitutions, :first published by t.he 
Grand Lodge of London, in 1723-and subsequently at 
later periods, to the extent of five separate editions, the 
last of which w·as published by order of the Granu Lodge 
of England, in 1855-,ve learu that the Grand Lodge of 
London instituted at Lisbon, in 1735, a Peoviuciul Grand 
Lodge, by the agency of Bro. George Gordon ; but th 
seeus thus so,vn fell on barren soil. In the tnatter of per 
secutiou, undergone by all 'vho atternpted to dissetninate 
Freemasonry iu this country, it stands without a rival, if 
we may except Spain; but. latterly this condition is dis-. 
ap:pear1ug. 

• 
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The Inquisition, here under the protection of the king, 
tracked every person from far nnd near who were sus
pected of being Freemasons. Thus, hYo lapidaries-the 

. one named J obn Custos, originally a Protestant from 
.Berne in Switzel'land, and the other, named Alexander 
James Monton, originally a Catholic frorn Paris-having 
been accused of having expressed the desire to see a lodge 
organized in Lisbon, fell into the snares set. by the "IIoly 
Office," and \Vere thrO\Vn into prison in 17 43. Tl1e accu
sation charged them "·itb seeking to introduee FreetutL
sonry into Portugal, in violation of the bull of the Pope, 
\vhich condemned this detestable doctrine as a heresy, nnd 
all Freemasons as impious, sodomists, etc. Under the 
order of the Carclinal Dacunha, gt·and inquisitor, they 
submitted nine times in three rnontbs to the most abon1i
nable torture that it is possible to irnagine; subsequently 
they \vere forced to assist at an auto-da-fe, and finally 
condemned to the galleys for life. Thanks to the aid of 
English Freen1asons, however, they were enabled to es
cape aud seek refuge in England. Of the many other 
Masons \Vho, like those unfortunates, fell into the traps of 
the Inquisition, and \Vho, no doubt, sunk under the tor
ture inflicted by that detestable institution, \Ve have been 
unable to discover the least trace. 

The Inquisition was no less severe with the natives of 
the country; for, in 1776, two Portuguese nobles, 11ajor 
D' Alincourt and Don Oyres D'Ornelles-Parra.cao, were 
also imprisoued and tortured, because they 'vere Free
masons. Although all vestige of ~1asonry had disappeared 
for twenty-fl. ve years, in 1802 an inquest \Vas ordered 
against Freemasons in Portugal, and all who were sus
pected even, by this inquest, wore charged with conspiracy 
against the king and the church, and sentenced to the 
ga1leys \vithout trial or form of lavv. 

Notwithstanding these severe measures, we find, in 1805, 
a Grand Orient at Lisbon, ·with a Grand Master, natned 

• 
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Egaz-~foniz; but its ramjfications ,,·ere _not very extended. 
Dissolved after the events of 1814, it \Vas f:ormed again in 
18] 7, and sought to animate son1e lodges; but Free rna~ 
sont~y continued to inspire the monks \Vith terror, and, 
yielding to their solicitations, King John VI issued a de-· 
cree, dated at Rio J anciro, the 30th March, 1818, inter 
dieting Freen1asons from assembling together, under pain 
of death. We know nothing of the lives destroyed under 
this decree; but, about five years afterward, it \Vas modi
ned by anotheT, \Vhich, dated Lisbon, June 20, 1823, stated 
that it \Vas issued in consequence of remonstrances upon 
the subject having been, during the interval, addressed to 
the government by many of the resident embassadors. 
By the terms of this last decree, the penalty 'vas changed 
from capital punishn1ent to five years' labor in the galleys 
in Africa. No proof beyond mere suspicion was necess<:!.ry 
to cause the arrest of persons \vho \vere punished under 
the penalties of those edicts. Foreigners as well as na
tives were proceeded against without any attempt to dis
guise the act, or the least attention being given to the 
many protests which ''yere made by the agents of their re
spective countries. 

Notwithstanding these interdictions, ho\vever, as 'veU 
as the cruelties which \Vere exercised under their au
thority, a Masonic body 'vas constituted at Lisbon, under 
the title of the Grand Orient of Lusitania, as also a Su
preme Council of the Scottish (33cl) Rite. The later sov
ereigns of Portugal, without haviug revoked the prohiLi
tory decrees against Freemasons, appeared to tolerate the 
Fraternity; for there has been established another au
thority at Oporto, under the uaine of ''Patios-Manuel;" 
and subsequently a Provincial Grand Lodge of Ireland. 
But in a country where-as in Spain and at Rome-the 
clergy rul~ every thing, \Ye can entertain but little hope 
for the extension or \Veil-being of Freen1asonry. 
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SPAIN. 

IN no country, Portugal excepted, has Freen1asonry 
been exposed to persecutions more atrocious than in the 
Roman Catholic kingdotn, par excellence, of Spain-p('rse
cutions based upon the bulls of Clen1ent XII, of the 27th 
April, 1738; of Benedict XIV, of the 18th l\fay, 1751, 
and the edict of Cardinal Consal vi, of the 13th August, 
1814, which, as ·we have seen, pronounced all Freemasons 
excommunicated, and condemned them to the 1nost seveee 
penalties, even to death itself. 

From the Book of Constitutions \Ye learn that in 1727 
and in 1728, under the Grand 1fastership of the Count of 
Incbquin and Lord Coleraine, the first warrants \Vere de
livered t6 establish lodges at Gibraltar and ~fadrid. In 
1739 a number of lodges \Vere iustitu ted at these places, 
and the Grand Lodge of London patented Captain Com
merford Provincial Grand ~1aster for all Andalusia. 

The Catholic clergy of Spain exhibited then1selves a.t 
a vet·y early period here, as elsewhere, the bitter enemy of 
Freen1asoury. The better to enable them to discover the 
men1bers of the Fraternity, and the secret practices and 
doctrines of the institution, the Inonk Joseph Torrubia, 
censor of the IIoly Office of the Inquisition at l\1adrid, was 
ordered, in 1750, to ·assume a false nmne, pass hi1nself as a 
layn1an, and be initiated into a Masonic lodge. For this 
purpose he received fro1n tl1e Pppe's legate the dispensa
tions necessary to relieve him fron1 the obligations of the 
oaths he shoulu have to take upon being n1ade a Freenla
son. After having' thus been enabled to visit tbe lodges . 
in different parts of Spain, he presented himself before the 
supreme tribunal of the Inquisition, denounced Freelna
sonry as the most abominable institution that existed in 
the world, accused its men1bers of every vice and crin1e re
volting to religion, and submitted a list of ninety-seven 
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lotlgcs ~sta.blisheu in the kingdom, against which he so
licited the n1ost rigorous action of the Inquisition. 

The importance of the great number of bretln·en who 
were n1embers of these lodges, belonging, as they did, to 
the nobi1ity and to the rich and influential classes, induced 
the Iloly Office to reflect upon the n1atter, and decided i 
to request the king to interdict the institution of Freenut 
sonry. In response to its pron1ptings, Ferdinand VI is
sued a decree, dated the 2d July, l i 51, prohibiting the in
stitution of Freemasonry tha·onghout the extent of his 
kit1gdom, under the pretext that it \Vas dangerous to the 
state and to religion, and pronouncing the peualty of 
death against all "·ho should pt,ofess it. Under tltis de
cree many persons were sacrificed by the order of the In
qtusition. These cruelties "'ere calculated to snppress all 
idea of introducing ~fasonry "·itbin the conntry, and also 
of restraining any exhibition of life on the part of the 
lodges already established; so that it "·as not until after 
the .Ft·ench Revolution that they emerged again into the 
light, and began to spread n1ore rapidly than before. 
After having founded at Xeres a Grand Lodge for Spain, 
there 'vas estaLl ished, on the 3d November, 1805, under 
the go,·ennnent of Joseph Napoleon, a Grand Orient of 
Spain, ltaving its seat at ~fadriu, the very stronghold of 
the I nquisition. The same year "'"as constituted a Sn
preme Council of the Scottish (33d) Rite, and subsequently 
a Grand Orient, at Grenada, the Athens of Spain. 

I n 1814, Ferdinand VII re-established the Inquisition, 
and, by a decree dated 24th ~fay of that year, ordered all 
the lodges to be closeJ, ancl pronouncing all participation 
in ~fasonry a crime against the state. ~Iany lotlges, par~ 

t icularly those of Grenada, haYing braYed this onlinance, 
all their mernbers \\'"ere arrested and thrown i11to prison. 
Of their number 'vas the 1Iarquis of Toulouclc, and Gen
eral Alvada, Adjutant-General to the ·nuke of ''r elling
ton, together 'vith many Frenchmen, Italians, and Ger· 
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mans. The provisional government of 1820 released them 
all, and in that year n1any lodges resurned their labors; 
but, on the 1st August, 1824, . the King, Ferdinand VII, 
rene\Yed his decree of interdiction, and pronounced the 
penalty of death against all who, being Freen1asons, 
should not announce themselves as such " 'ithiu thirty 
days; \vltile, after that time, those who should be recog
nized as such, and had uot so declared then1selves, shoulu 
be hung within tw·enty-four hours 'vit.bout forn1 of ]a,v. 

So stringent a measure as this would have informed 
that government, which hel<l no obligations sacred, that 
eighty thousand of its subjects 'vere Landed together as 
a brotherhood, had any of those subjects been disloyal to 
his obligations to that brotherhood; but, strange to say, 
the Inquisition found very fe,v victitns. 

In 1825, the clergy of Grenada, under the authority of 
this interdiction, distinguished themselves Ly the bloody 
execution of seven Freemasons; and subsequently, in 1829, 
new traces of Masonry having been discovered in Barce
lona, the unhappy brethren fell into the hands of the In
quisition, which ordered the execution of one of them, the 
brother Galvez, a lieutenant-colonel in the Spanibh army, 
and sentenced the other two to the galleys for life. 

Notwithstanding these rigorous n1easures, there were 
many Freemasons in Spain; and even a :M~usouic autho1·ity, 
styled the " Grand Directory," is known to exist sonle
where in the kingdo1n, but \\~here, or what may be the 
p~an of its labors, \Ve are unable to say. 

At Cadiz there is a lodge cotnposed entirely of English
men, with 'vhich the govcrnn1ent does not interfere; and 
at Gibraltar there are D)ur, like that in Cadiz, under the 
protection of the Grand Lodge of England, ·at London. 

The countries in ·which 1\iasonry is at present prohib
ited are: Spain and her colonies, Catholic Bavaria, Austria 
and its dependencies, and Russia, with the countries under 
h er rule. 



HISTORY OF THE ORIGIN 

O:r TBK 

ANCIENT AND ACCEPTED SCOTTISH RITE, 

AND ORGANIZATION OF THE SUPREME COUNCIL OF 

THAT RITE FOR FRANCE. 1 

TnE Masonic authority 'vhich directed a fraction of 
French ~1aFonry, under the title of the "Suprmne Council 
of 'Sovereign Grand Inspectors General of the 33d and 
last degree of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite for 
France," 'vas organized at Paris, on the 22d of Septem
ber, 1804, by the Count Alexander Francis .Augustus de 
Grasse- Tilly, son of the admiral of that name; and this 
organization was formed under a 'vm-rant, dated and de
tivered to him at Charleston, South Carolina, on the 21st 
February, 1802, by a body styling itself the " Supreme 
Council of Grand Inspectors General for America," etc., 
sitting in that city. This 'varrant conferred upon the 
brother De Grasse plenary powers to initiate 11asons into, 
and constitute lodges, chapters, and consistot·ies of, this rite 
in the then (February, 1802,) Freucb colony o{ St. Donlingo. 

1 Knowing how much importance will attach to this portion of th 
Gen£>ral History of FreP.masonry, assuming, as it does, to give ihe real 
origin of "the Ancient and Acc£>pted .3cottish Rite" of thirty-three dt"~ 

grees-bow earnestly it will be studied, discussed, and commented upon 
by some, and probably disbelieved by others of the brethren, who have 
taken the commonly-received history of the rite aud the'' grand consti
tutions" 9.5 truth in every particular-1 have followed the author so 

(155) 
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Without proceeding, in this pln.ce, with the history of 
the first ~1asonic po,ver created in France under this ·war
rant, and the forms of this rite-the title of \Vh ich \Ve 

have alreaJy given-and to chronicle the acts of such 
body frorn 1804 to the present tin1e-which we propose to 
do in another volunlc-\ve ·will at this time g1ve out· atten
tion to the origin of the ~fasonic authority by which it 
\Vas instituted. 

"\Ve 'vill begin ·with quoting from the document sublnit
ted to the Masonic Fraternity by the partisans of this rite, 
giving an account of its origin : 

"It appears, from authentic documents, that the establishment 
of the sublime and ineffable degrees of .Masonry took place in Scot
land, France, and Prussia immediately after the first crusade; but, 
in consequence of circumstances which to us are unknown, they 
were neglected from 1658 to 1744. Then a Scotch gentleman vis
ited France, and re-established the Lodge of Perfection at Bour
deaux.1 In 1761, the lodges and councils of the superior 
degrees having extended over the continent of Europe, his majesty 
the King of Prussia, who was Grand Commander of the degree of 

. 
closely in this department-sentence for sentence a.nd word for word-that 
I mn.y be said to have wni ved the right of a transl1ttor1 and rendered the 
author's language at the expense of my own. I trust, howeve1·, the object 
will justify the action.-TRANSLAToR. 

1 According to this recitn.I, it would be necessary to admit tba.t the propa
gation of the Scottish Rite of "these sublime a.nd ineffable degrees'' is due 
to a "Scotch gentleman," unknown both a.s to his own name as well n.s the 
lodge or 1\lasonic authority thRt authorized him to "re-establish" this rite ·in 
France I The fact is, that before 1789 there never was a lodge of t be Scot,.. 
tish Rite, neither of twenty-five nor thirty-three degrees, estnb.lish~d at 
Bourdeaux; while that which existed at Arras-a. Grand ChnptE'r-wa.e 
founded by Charles Edward Stuart, in 1747. Subsequently there was, in 
17511 a mother lodge of wl1at was then called the Scottish Rite, founded at 
Marseilles; and in 1756 the Grand Chapter of Clermont was founded, in the 
convent of Clermont, at Paris. In addition to these so-called Masonic bodies, 
the dates of whose institution are well known, there were numerous chap
ters, tribunals, etc., founded by Dr. Ramsay, between the years 1736 and 
1740, no details of which are known to us. 
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Prince of the Royal Secret, 1 was recognized by all as chief of the 
sublime and inefi'able degrees of :Masonry in the two hemispheres. 

His royal highness Charles, hereditary prince of the Swedes, 
the Goths, and the Vandals, Duke of Sudermanie, etc., was and 
continued to be the Grand Commander and protector of sublime 
:Masonry in Sweden; and hi:.1 royal highness Louis of Bourbon, 
prince of the blood, the Duke of Chartres, and cardinal prince of 
Rohan, Bishop of Strasburg, were at the head of these degrees in 

France. * * * 
"On the 25th of October, 1762, the grand constitutions were 

finally ratified at Berlin, and proclaimed for the government of 
all the lodges of sublime and perfect l\Iasons, chapters, councils, 
colleges, and consistories of the royal and military art of Free
masonry upon the whole surface of the two hemispheres, etc. 

"In the same year some constitutions were transmitted to our 
illustrious brother Stephen :Morin, who, on the 27th of August, 
1761, had been appointed · Inspector General of all the lodges, etc., 
of the New World, by the Grand Consistory of Princes of the 
Royal Secret, convoked at Paris, and at which presided the deputy 
of the King of Prussia, Chaillou de J oinville, Substitute General 
of the Order, 'Vorshipful l\Iaster of the first lodge of France, called 
St. Anthony, Chief of the eminent degrees, etc. Being present 
the brethren Prince of Rohan, etc. 2 

"By the constitutions of the Order, ratified on the 25th of 
October, 1762, the King of Prussia had been proclaimed Chief of 
the high degrees, with the rank of Sovereign Grand InRpector 
General and Grand Comll\ander. The high councils and chapters 
not being able to work but in his presence, or in that of the sub
stitute who he might designate; while all the transactions of the 
Consistory of Princes of the Royal Secret had to be sanctioned 
by him, or his substitute, for the establishment of the:ir legality; 
and many other prerogatives being attached to his l\Iasonic rank. 
No disposition had, however, been inserted in the constitution for 
the nomination of his successor ; and, as this was an office of the 
highest importance, the grea~st precautions were necessary to 

1 Tbis was the name of the la.st rlegree of the Rite of Perfection, which Wll.B 

composed of twenty-five dcgr~es. 

2 See page 88 for a tra.nscript of this appointment. 
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protect it, tltat none but a person entirely worthy should be ap
pointed to it. Realizing the importance of this fact, the king es
tablished the thirty-third degree. 1 Nine brethren of each nation 
formed the Supreme Council of Grand Inspectors General, who, 
since l1is decease1 have possessed all the :Masonic powers and pre· 
rogatives enjoyed by him. They constitute the exclusive body of 
the Society, and their approbation is no:w indispensable to the 
acts of the Consistory, to which it gives the force of law. From 
their decisions there is no . appeal. The sublime degrees are at 
this moment (1802) as they were at th~ time of their first forma
tion; they have not undergone the slightest alteration-the least 
addition. The same principles and the same ceremonies have 
been from all time observed; and this we know by the documents 
of our archives, which have exist~d for many centuries of years 
in their original condition." 

The author of these passages has forgotten, no doubt, 
to quote the documents mentioned in the introduction, as 
also thoRe extracts from the archives to which he alludes 
at the close. 
. This recital we extract from a report which, accompa
nied by some historical notes, seems to have been sub
mitted to the Supretne Council at Charleston, in 1802, by 
one of its members, named ~,rederick Dalcho, and which, 
in 1808, 'vere printed in Dublin. This curious document 
is the first that has given the pretended hi~tory of tbt~ 

• Scottish Rite, and all that has been published since then 
as to the origin of the rite has been extracted. more or 
less literally from it. The object for 'vhich this docun1ent 
'vas produced is therein explained-it 'vas to be distributed 
and sent, in the form of a circular, to all the Ma.sonic an .. 
thorities upon the globe; and to render it more 'vorthy 
of belief, and to give it greater importance, the Supreme 
Council at Charleston had it affirn1eu, or sworn to, by the 
bretht·en Isaac Aulu and Emmanuel de la J\tfotte, approved 

1 It will be remembered that the rite of wl1ich it is stated he was chief had 
but twenty-five d~~rees. 
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by the Grand ~!aster, ad vitam, Colone: ~1itchell, and cer
tified to, as in all particulars true and sincere, by A1rabam 
Alexander, Secretary of the Holy En1pire.1 

The preceding recital concerning the Scottish Rite, so 
far as quoted, is well "rorthy of taking rank among the 
products of that noble army of 1fasonic authors and fab
ricators of ne\v rites, ·who, to give their creations some 
importance, invent with the greatest facility, tin1e, place, 
and honorable circun1stances attending their origin. If 
the authors of this new Scottish Rite have nQt, con~idered 
it necessary to assign to it a greater antiquity; it' they 
have not, as is customary with most writers upon ~J a
sonry, placed the birth of their rite in the cradle of the 
"·orlu, or thereabouts, it is because they haYe reasoned a 
little more logically than their imitators. The nan1e of Scot
tish. not being any better kno\vn to antiquity than was that 
of Freemason, it reasonably became necessary tq place the 
origin of this rite at an epoch which had son1e connection 
with history. The majority of our self-styled ~1usonic 
historians, in their staten1ents as to the origin of our in
stitution, trouble then1selves to the smallest possible ex
tent as to its connection ·with \Vritten history; for, in 
speaking of its antiquity, they appear to think it entirely 
unnecessary to describe how it \Vas possible for it to de
scend intact to our time through forty or fifty centuries, 
which, they giibly inform us, have elapsed since its birth. 
The naine of Freemason, as indicating \vith decision and 
in the most incontestable manner tLe origin of the insti
tution, is not, to this class of \vriters, of the slightest con
sequence. 

If the inventors of the Scottish Rite of thirty-th~·ee de
grees have not been as careless as the generality of theh 
predecessors, they have not been much more happy in their 

1 It is by this title that the "Ancient and .Accepted Scottish Rite'' 
qualifies the country over which it extends its authority. 
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exposition of its origin. Not being able to found their 
creation upon any act more or Jess authentic, or upon any 
fact of history, the scaffolding erected by them to support 
it necessarily gi~es way at the first shock, in the way of 
an earnest exan1ination, to \Vhich they subn1itted it; and 
thus left unsupported, it shares the fortune of the creations 
}f their predecessors in the san1e kind of speculation. 

In overturning tllis scaffolding, \Ye need but advance 
the facts of history and compare then1 lvith the assertions 
contained in the fragment of the report that \Ye have 
quoted. As to an exan1ination of the question of fact 
whether or not the report which he produced, signed by 
Frederick Dalcho, had not been fabricated by himself 
subseque-ntly to 1802, in order to destroy the doubts \Yhich 
attached themselves at a later period to the authenticity 
of this rite, \Ve leave that to one side. 

In the beginning, ancient ~.,reemasonry (from 715 B. C. 
to the year 400 of our era), that of the 1niddle ages (from 
400 to 1500), and that which was practiced after that tiino 
in Englund, had never but three degrees of initiation. 
From 1640 to 1660 the partisans of the Stuarts, abusing 
the trust reposed in them by the Masonic Fraternity, and 
using their meetings as a cloak under cover of 'vhich to 
elaborate their schen1es of monarchical restoration, created 
two superior degrees, viz: that of Scottish I\1aster as the 
fourth, and that of Tmnp1ar Maeon as the fifth degree. 
When the society \Vas transformed, in 1717, at London, 
and, from being a corporation more or less mechanical, 
became an institution entirely philosophic, it adopted but 
the tl1ree prin1itive or symbolic degrees. -Before the year 
1717 the lodges of Freen1asons had no affiliations outside 
of England, and h is proven incontestably that the first 
lodge of the modern or philosophic Freemasonry estab
lished outside of Great Britain, was established at Dun
kirk, iu 1721, ·with a ritual of three degrees. A third 
lodge was established in 1725 at Paris. From that time 
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Freen1asonry extended rapidly into all the other crJuntriea 
of the north of Europe, fit·st into Bclgiurn, P~ad subse
quently into llolland and G·ermany. 

The rite called Scottish is a bastard child of Freema
sonry, to \vhich the policy of the Stuart interest gave birth. 
It was introduced in France, between 1736 and 1738, by 
the Barou Ramsay, \Vho \Vas an instrument of the Jesuits.• 
·This partisan of the Stuart interest ·was the first propa
gandist of this rite in France, wherein he extended it to 
many parts, in a few years, by the aid of his delegates and 
those of the Jesuits; but it \Yas not until after the arrival 
in France of the Pretender, Charles Edward, that the rite 
called Scottish assumed any importance. The Pretender 
~reated the Chapter of Arras, and the noblemen of his 
suite immediately besought of this. chapter \varrants \Vith 
which to propagate the rite. His scale had then aug
mented, and from seven degrees it successively arqse to 
twenty-fl. ve; for we find, in 1758/ a chapter or council of 
Emperors of the East and \Vest, furnished with this num
ber of degrees, established at Paris. 

Fro1n this time all the fabricators of new rites, although 
they increased to ~, frightful extent, had the good sense 
not to augment the number of the degrees, but, on the 
contrary, gradually reduced them-the Scottish Rite alone 
containing the highest number, and it, from 1755 to 1802, 
being limited to twenty-five. .After the congress of vVil
helnlsbad the principal Masonic rites were subjected to 
great changes, and \Vere eyery-w here modifie<l and reduced 
to seven, to ten, and to twelve degrees. 

From these facts-\vh1ch are incontestable-it followed 
that during the space of time that \Ve have named (from 
1755 to 1802), there did not exist in any country-no more 
in England than in France, no more in Prussia than in 
Sweden-councils of the Scottish Rite of thirty-three de ... 

• See the History of the origin of all the Rites. 2 Ibid. 
11 
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grees. Now, the report that we have quoted explicitly 
says: "These sublime degrees are at this moment (1802) 
as they \Vere at the time of their first formation; they have 
not undergone the slightest alteration-the least addition." 
This assertion is doubly inexact; because, in the first 
place, previous to 1801, no Scottish Rite of thirty-three 
degrees 'vas known; and, in the second place, all the rites 
and degrees, without regard to na1ne or nun1ber, were 
created between 1736 and 1800, and they had nothing in 
common with the primitive English Rite. 

If, then, there did not exist, before 1802, neither a Scot
tish Rite of thirty-three degrees, nor councils of Grand 
Inspectors General and Con11nanders, it follows that the 
Prince of Suderrnanie could not be the Grand ~faster of 
the rite in Sweden, nor, for the satne reason, could ]~red
erick the Great be its chief in Prussia. 

As to another allegation in the same report-that the 
King of Prussia had been recognized chief of these coun
cils upon the tw·o hemispheres, conformably to the grand 
constitutions of this Order, which were ratified on the 25th 
of October, 1762, at Berlin-it is, like all the others, desti
tute of foundation in fact; and this ,,.e 'vi11 proceed to prove. 

The king, Frederick of Prussia, \Vas initiated into Ma
sonry on the 15th of .August, 1738, at Brunswick, being 
then prince royal. 1 The lodge at the Tb ree G·lobest. in 
Berlin, founded by some French artists whom the king 
had invited to Prussia, 'vas elevated by hi1n to the rank 
of a Grand Lodge in 1744, and of which he became there
upon Grand ~faster-a dignity that he exercised until 
1747. 2 .After that time he never occupied himself actively 
with Masonry. In his intervie\VS 'vith the brethren 'vho 
directed the Grand Lodge at the Three Globes, and who 
kept him informed as to what occurred of a 1fasonic 

-
1 See Lenning's Encyclopedia of Freemasonry, book 4, page 453, 2d l'd. 
1 His name, nevertheless, was borne upon the register of the "Grand 

~Lodg( at the Three Globes/' as its Grand ~faster, until 1755. 
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character, l1e continued to exhibit his attachment to our 
institution; but when the different new systems, brought 
into Prussia by the 1-farquis of Berny and the officers of 
the artny of Broglie, disseminated themselTes in the Ger
man lodges, he exhibited himself the enemy of these in
novations, and expressed his disdain for these high degrees, 
as 'vas his manner, freely and in hard terms, prophesying 
that they would one day be a fruitful source of discord 
among the lodges a.nd the systems. It seemed that his 
prediction was to be verified; for these divers systen1s soon 
engendered anarchy within the lodges, even iu the loJge 
at the Three Globes itself, to such an exteut that dis
gusted him 'vith ~fasoury~ without, however, changing 
his preconceived opinions of the institution. After this 
he authorized the creation of two other Grand Lodges at 
Berlin; but he never had any other connection with them 
than to respond ·with thanks to their complimentary ex· 
pressions on the occurrence of his birthday. The last 
letter that King Frederick wrote, under these circum
stances, is addre8sed to the Grand ~faster of La Goanerie, 
and bears date 7th February, 1778. As has been well re
marked, this letter is written in a style very different from 
what be had been accustomed to use in addressing the 
lodges.1 After this letter, he abstained from even thank .. 

1 We extract from Lenning's Encyclopedia a transcript of this letter, as 
it appears on page 455 of that work: 

"The king has been ~ensible of the homage that the Lodge of Friend-
8hip at Berlin has rendered to His ltfajesty in the discourse pronounced 
by its orator on the anniversary of the day of his birt.h. His ltfajesty 
has found such expressions very conformable to tl1e sentiments which he 
has ahvaye attributed to that lodge as sustained toward his person; and 
he nudity assures that lodge, in his turn, that he will always interest 
himself with pleasure in the happiness and prottperity of an assembly 
wllich, like it, places its first glory i.n the indefatigable and unioter· 
rupted propagation of all the nrtues of the honest man and the trtie 
patriot. [Signed] u F.REDERJCL 

"POTBD.ll(, 7th February, 1778 . 
.. To the Royal York of Friendship Lodge of Freemuon1." 
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ing the loc]ges, 'vhen they felicitated him upon the recur
rene~ of the occasion we have n1entioned. During tbe 
last thirty years of his reign, King Frederick took no 
active part 'vhatevet· in l\1asonry; this is a notorious fact, 
and proven by the n1inutes of the Grand Lodges of Ber
lin. 1 Then it follows that the revision of the high degrees 
aud- the ~1asonic constitutions which they attl·ibute to h1m, 
and which should have taken place, according to the re
port in question, in 1786-the year of his death-is no 
more correct than is his augmentation of the degrees. 

As to the rituals which he should have prepared him
self for these high degrees the san1e yeat·, 2 they could not 

1 'Ve can support these assert.ions with not only the letters which we 
have received from the Secretary of tl1e Grand Lodge at the Three Globes 
in Berlin, but also with the minutes of this authority, bearing date, re
spectively, the 17th August, 1833, and 19th December, 1861, which de
clare, in the most formal and positive manner, that the documents sent 
to it at ditferent times, styled'' Grand Constitutions of the Scottish Rite 
or thirty-third," as we1l those written in Latin · and in French as those 
writ.ten in the Engliflh language, and attributed to King Frederick II
documeuts of which the authenticity is doubtful-are all apocryplu1l, as, 
in general, are all the other acts relating to this rite which pretend to 
have emanated from that. prince. (See Lenning's Encyclopedia of Free
masonry, edition of 1862, pages 455 and 456.) 

'fllere is other proof not less authentic, which puts to flight the fa
bles invented by the partisans of the Scottish Rite. It is that it is well 
known that the King Frederick II, on tbe 9th September, 1785! went to 
Berlin for the last time, to visit his sister, the Princess Amelia, and the 
next day he reviewed the artillery at Wedding. Fron1 thet1ce l1e re
turned to Potsdam, where he passed the whole winter in bodily suffering 
from the malady that eYentually caused hi8 death. He was moYed in a 
very unqui~t state, on the 17th A pri1, l 7Rl), to hiR retreat of Sans 8o''.ci, 
and there died fonr months afterward. (See the same work, page 45f).) 

\Ve will abstain from any other reflections upon this subject., and 
merely add, as a last fact. in support or onr assertions, that, to the knowl
edge of every lodge in Berlin, the King Frederick II in no manner occu
pied himself with :Masonry during the last thirty years af his life. 

s See the Book of Gold of the Supreme Council for France1 printed in 
1807, page 7. It is in direct contradict.ion with the report of tlte brother 
Dalcho. who does not attribute to King Frederick but the creation of tht' 
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in any case have been drrnvn up by him, as he was at this 
tin1e in a dying condition; and, long before his death
\vhich took place on the 17th August, 1786-he 'vas to
tally incapable of any species of labor. 

\Vith regard to the assertions relating to the grand con
stitutions, or rules aud regulations of the rite, of 1762, 
that King Frederick II slJOnld lun·e hin1~elf ratified ou 
the 1st of .1Iay, 1786, they are equally destitute of foutHln
tion, since these rituals did not exist at this tin1e, but were 
evidently fabricated in 1804. In a ,,~ord, every thing con
nected '\vith this rite that pretends to be historic has been 
invented in part by its creators, and finished by its propa
gandists. 

To all these simple facts, 'vhich are truly historic, de
structive as they are of the truth of the principal asser
tions contained in the report of Frederick Dalcho-though 
that report is afiirn1ed, approved, and cet·tified as tt·ue by 
nHlny high dignitaries of thi~ rite-we could add others 
not less conclusive, did we not believe such addition su
perfluou~. 

\Ve 'vill now enumerate the facts 'vhich preceded the 
establishment of this authority in Paris, and indicate the 
ot·igiu of the ~fasonic po,Yer 'vhich constituted it; but to 
do this we must go back nearly a century. 

thirty-third degree, and not tllat of the eight degrees from the twenty
fifth to the thirty-third. This B()()k of Gold (it would be better named 
the book of brasa) tlmt~ explains the creation of these degrees: 

"It would appear. that the institution of the Supreme Council of the 
thirty-third and last degree is the \VOrk of this prince (Frederick II), who, 
upon his ascent to the throne, dechtred himself the protector of the Order 
iu l!is states; that the ~ignity of Sovereign of Sovereigns, in the Consis
tories of Princes of the Royal Secret, resided in his person;_ that it was 
him wl10 augmented to thirty-three the twenty-five degrees of the ancient 
and aecepted rite, as they were decre('d in 1762: and, finally, that he 
delegated his sovereiguty to the Supreme Connril, who named it 'of the 
thirty-third and last degree,' for the purpose of exercising it after his 
death." . 
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In 1761, a brother nan1ed Stephen ~1orin, by confession an 
Israelite, a mernber of the then National Grand Lodge of 
France, and a]so of a chapter of high degrees, having 
been ca11ed to An1erica by some prhrate interests, mnni· 
fested the desire to establish in those countries the ~1asonry 
of the higher degrees, then called "Masonry of Perfec
tion;" and, with this object, he addressed himself to the 
brother I. .. acorne, dancing-master, and at that tin1e a de
posed substitute of the Grand :11aster, the Count of Cler
mont. Upon the proposition made by the latter for this 
purpose to the Sovereign Grand Council of Princes of the 
East and \Vest, there \Vas, on the 27th August, 1761, de
livered to the brother Morin a patent or warrant, by '"·,.hich 
he was created Inspector General of all the lodges of the 
N e\v World, etc. 1 

Arrived at St. Domingo, the brother Stephen ~!orin 

na1ned, by virtue of his patent, one of his co-religionists, 
the brother ~foses M. Hayes, Deputy Inspector fo1· North 
America. He afterwm·d conferred the san1e dignity upon 
a brother Fran kin for Jamaica and the English windward 
islands, and upon the brother Colonel Prevost for the 
English leeward islands and British a.rn1y. Some time af
terward the brother Frankin transferred his authority to 
the brother Moses Hayes, Grand 11aster at Boston, Mass. 
In his turn, the brother Moses M. llayes nan1ed, as In
spector General for South Carolina, another of his co-re
ligionists, the brother Isaac Da Costa, who established, in 
1783, a Sublime Grand Lodge of Perfection at Charleston. 
To this brother, after his death, succeeded ·another Israel· 
ite, named Joseph ~1yers. There 'vere successively cre
ated by these self-styled Grand Inspectors General other 
inspectors for the difterent States of America. .The brotlter 
Bush was appointed for Pennsylvania, and the b1·other 
B.arend M. Spitzer for Georgia. 

1 See the text of this patent in the History of Freemasonry in Franco, 
page 88. 
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On tb e 15th· ~fay, 1781, these brethren assen1blcd in 
council, at Philadelphia, the different inspectors for those 
States. It \Vas by this council that the degree of Inspector 
General \Vas conferred for J arnaica on the brother ~:loses 
Cohen. It also appointed to this dignity Isaac Long and 
the brethren De La Hogue, Croze-~iagnan, St. Paul, Petit, 
and A1arie-all residents of Char1est"n-to propagate the 
rite in the difierent countries of .America. 

There existed, as we have already stated, at Charleston, 
a Grand Lodge of Perfection, ·with a Council of Princes 
of Jerusalem, founded by the brother Da Costa in 1783. 
To this Grand Lodge, on the 27th February, 1788, was 
united the Royal .Arch Chapter, founded by a':Jthority of 
a chapter of this title at Dublin; and it was by this body 
that the brother Colonel 11itchell was appointed, on the 
2d of .August, 1795, a Deputy Inspector General for the 
State of South Carolina, \Vho, in the plenitude of his 
powers, in 1797 conferred this title on the Count De 
Grasse-Tilly, a resident of St. Domingo, and assigned to 
him the foame po,ver for the French colonies of America. 

This council of Inspectors General styled itself the Grand 
Council of Princes of Jerusalem, and all the constitutions 
delivered by it to its inspectors \vere always given in this 
nan1e, seeing that the 'fit·st patent delivered to Stephen 
Nlorin, in 1761, emanated from an authority which had 
given itself this name. 

This council of Princes of Jerusalem, sitting at Charleb
ton, created some inspectors of lodges and chapters, ·whotu 
it liberally remunerated. In 1801 it was composed of the 
brethren Colonel ~{itchell, Frederick Dalcho, .Abraham 
Auld, Isaac Auld, Emmanuel de la Motte, and son1e others 
of less mark, 'vho all belonged to the Jewish religion. 1 

It may readily be believed that the constitutions granted 
by this council, composed, as we have indicated, of breth-

1 See Ragon's JJ!lasonic Orthodoxy, page 181, which represents the mem
bers of thU! council as audacious jugglers. 

I 
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ren belonging t~ the Jewish religion, 'vet·e not as exten
sive as they probably <lesired; and it 'vas this feeling, 
'Yithout doubt, that suggested the idea of creating seine
thing ne,v-somethiug strlking, and of a nature to procure 
thorn son1e advantage not ofl:creu by their position. The 
abuse that they had already n1ade of the powers conferred 
upon thmn-although the conferring anthoeity itself w·as 
more or less illegal, emanating, as it did, ft·onl. a self
created body-should have induced all earnest )\1asons and 
honest men to have shunned a sin1ilar \Vork, and pat·ticu
larly one that they dared not uvow; but personal an1bition 
and self-interest prevailed over the Masonic 1>rinciples and 
common honesty 'vhich these brethren had. sworn to ob
serve, the speculation 'vas engaged in, and, unhappily for 
the character of Freemasonry, it has, to some extent, 
proved a success. 

A ne\v ~Iasonic po·wer was corribine(l and created under 
the title of "·Supreme CouncH of the Grand Comn1anders 
Inspectors General of the thirty-third and last degree of 
the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite." · 

This ne\V creation naturally bore the same illegal char
acter, and \Vas accotnpanied by the same de11lorable cir
cunlstauces which had already signalized the factious pe
riod fL·onl. 1740 to 1770-a 11eriod of false titles, illegal 
constitutions, antedated regulations, etc. 

The new authority lost no time in constituting itself. 
It elected its own nlembers to the highest dignities of 
their new order of knighthoou, an(l delivered to thetn 
patents with 'vhich they we1·e en1powereu to institute this 
new rite wherever their fortunes should carry them. The 
brother Colonel ~1itchell 'vas non1inated the first Grand 
Commander. He died at Chadeston, in 1841. 

But to facilitate the progress of the new rite, it \Vas 

necessary to give it a respectable origin, and support it 
with some historic names as those of its originators n.nd 
protectors. This trust \Vas comn1itted to the brethren 
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Dalcho, Auld, and La ~fotte, and \Ve ha-\e seen by the re
port fron1 which we have quoted ho\v they discharged it. 

Probably among the first deliverances of the new power 
wns the "rarrant sent to De Grasse-Tillv-who had some 

"' 
time previously been appointed as Inspector General of 
the llite of Perfection for the French colonies in Amer
ica-to enable him to establish, in the Island of St. Do
Jilingo, a Supreme Council of the ne\v rite. This patent 
conferred upon hin1 the title of Lieutenant Comn1ander of 
the new rite, aud is dated the 21st February, 1802. 

IIaving little hope of being recognized as a ~fnsoujc 
authority in America, this new power sought the recog
nition of the dif:l:erent 11asonic po,,ers estubli~hed in Eu
rope; and, with this object, it sent to all the Grand Lodges 
of Europe a circular, dated the 11th of December, 1802, 
Ly which it inf(H·meJ them of its installation, and gave 
them tl1e names of the degrees \vhich it conferred itself, 
and authorized its Grand Commander to confer in its 
nan1e. 

The Grand Lodge of St. John of Scotland, located in 
Edinburgh-which \Vas generally regarded, though wrong
fully, as the mother lodge of all the Scotch Rites, and 
which, on this account, ha<l the greatest interest in pro
testing against tbis new· creation- was indignant upon sight 
of tl1is cil~cular, an<l, in the response that it made thereto, 
declared ''that su<;h a nnn1ber of degrees could not but 
inspire the most profound surprise in those professing 
Scottish ~Iasonry; that it could never recognize such a 
collection, seeing that it had ahV"ays preserved the Scot
tish Rite in the sin1plicity of its prin1itive ~nstitntion, and 
that it \Yould never c.lisarrange its system iu this respect." 

This Grand Lodge of Scotland, sitting nt EJiubnrgh 
and directing all the lodges of Scotland, has, in fact, never 
pra:!ticed any other rite but that of the three syn1bolic de-

1 See Hi4tory of Freemasonry, by .Alexander Laurie. 
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grees; 1 and, upon many occasions, it has disowned, in the 
most formal manner, the charters and patents which have 
been attributed to it, anu· f>y which it was accused of hav
ing authorized the exereise of the high <legrees called 
Scottish. In .. view of this fact, " ... e believe it to be im
portant and necessary to the better understanding of 
Freen1asonry every-·where, and to dissipate the opinion 
that prevails upon this subject, to here state that the 
Grand Lodge of St. John of Scotland, sitting at Edin
burgh, is an utter stranger to all the systems called Scot
tish Masonry, practiced as \v,ell in France as· elsewhere in 
Europe and America.2 

1 1'he regulations that it published in 1836 were entitled "The Laws 
and Con"stitutions of the Grand Lodge of the Ancient and Honorable 
Fraternity of Free and .Accepted Masons of Scotland;" while article 
four contained a passage thus expressed: "The Grund Lodge or Scot,. 
land practices no other degree of Freemasonry but those of .Apprentic~, 
Fellow-craft, and :Master :Mason." 

1 It was by a patent of this same Charleston Council-father of all the 
bastard children of Freemasonry-that the first Supreme Council estab
lished in Great Britain was organized, at Dublin, in 1808. The latter was 
the only Supreme Council that existed on Englisb territory prior to 1846. 
In tl1at year, however, there were organized one at London and another 
at Edinburgh. The first was instituted by Dr. Crucifix, editor of the 
Freemason~s Magazine, by authority of a patent obtained by him from a 
Supreme Council sitting at New York; and the last was instituted l:>y 
'Valter Arnott d' Arlary, who fabricated for himself a constituting power. 
The title of this council being in consequence disputed, it was recousti
tuted on the 14th July, and installed on the 17th, by the brother }for
rison of Greenfield, a member of the Supreme Council for France, wl10 
was invested with powers, cal1ed regular, for this purpose. 

The most deplorable fact in regard to all these creations, the regular 
as well as the irregular, is, that they are constantly fighting, criminating, 
recriminating, and anathematizing each other. Thus, the Supreme Coun
cil at Ediuburgh (which must not be confounded with the Grand Lodge 
of Edinburgh, the only regular Masonic authority in Scotland, and 
which recognizes but tl1e three symbolic degrees,) declared, immediately 
after its reconstitution in the manner indicated, that it would not recog
nize the letters or diplomas emanating from the Snpreme Council at
tached to the Grand Orient of France; and also interrupted all commu· 
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'l'hese pretended high degrees, into which have been in
troduced the reveries of the Templars, the speculations of 
the n1ystics, the deceptions of the alchemists, the magii, and 
nutny other idealists more or less dreamy, and the greater 
part of 'vhich repose upon legends absurd and contra
dictory \vith the truths of history, are, in fact, a mass of 
informal an <.I undigested matters. Those . of the Scottish 
Rite, in particular, are a tnonument of fol1y, and 'vhich 
would have been derided as nonsense long ago but for 
man's vanity, "·hich is gratifi~d by the titles and decora
tions of which this rite is the parent. 

Aftet· this exposition of the origin of the Scottish (33d) 
R.ite, let us cast our eyes over the condition of ~fasonry in 
Paris, irnmediately before this rite 'vas brought to that 
city by the Count De Grasse-Tilly. 

The compron1ise which took place, in 1799, between the 
Grand Lodge and the Grand Orient of France bad not 
been joined in by all the brethren, and the intolerance ex
hibited by the G1·and Orient gave occasion to a consider-

uication with the Supreme Council of Dublin, until the latter had ceased 
connection with the Supreme Council established, since 1815, within the 
Grand Orient of France. 'Ve have already stated how this Supreme 
Council of Edinburgh was healed. Since then it has eet itself up to be 
the most regular of all the Supreme Councils, and bas declared schis
matic the conncil in London, which, as we have shown, was established 
by virtue of a constitution delivered by the Supreme Council existing, in 
1813, at New York. 

Thef:e Supreme Councils established in Great Britain enjoy but little 
' reputation-so little, indeed, that some brethren of merit who have been 

elected by them houorary members, have refused to accept the diatinc
tion. 

Unhappily, this mercenary creation, as unmasonic as it is illegal, has, 
since 1846, been extended into and has established its Supreme Coun 
cils in many countries The Supreme Council at Charleston was re· 
vived in 1845, after &. sleep of' nearly forty years. And although in no 
case are the bodies composing the rite recognized by the Grand Lodges, 
they are by the Grand Orients, which confer, in common with them, their 
high degrees. 
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able nnn1ber of those n1embers of the Grand Lodge, \Yho 
did not wish to recognize the Grand Orieut, to reject the 
tenns of the co1npron1ise. It was mo1·e particularly the 
pm-ty called Scottish who exhibited this disposition rnost 
bi ttcrly; and their reason was, that as the Grand Orient, 
by the tern1s of the compromise, recognized only a rite of 
)nt seven degrees-the highest of \vhich \Vas that of Rose 
Cross-their higher degrees, \Vith thoir decorations and de
vices, could not be ·worn by the1n or n1ade available iu the 
asse1nb1ies or exhibitions of the legislative body. 

The Grand Orient acted in this case, as in n1any others, 
not as a n1asoni.c authority, but as an oHgarchical power, 
and excluded the Scottish Rite l\lasons from the lodges of 
its j u risd1ction, by an order dated. the 12th November, 
1802. This ne'v act of intolerance served no other pur
pose than to irritate the brethren excluded, and was the 
principal reason that induced them to propose founding a 
ne'v J\fasonic l)OWer. Sorne preparatory n1eetings \Vere 
held, nnd many lodges of Paris, and particularly the Lodge 
of St. Alexander of Scotland, en1braced openly the cause 
of the dissenters. 

Following these inclinations, there 'vas at first forn1ed a 
new authority, established by virtue of a patent that a 
brother named Ilaekett-,vho hntl been a notary iu St. 
Dou1ingo-had brought fr·orn An1e1·ica, and \Yhich hnd 
been delivered to hirn by a Supren1e Council sitting at New 
York, and professing the Rit.e of Perfection of t\\'enty-five 
degrees that Stephen ~forin had taken to An1erica in 1761. 
This authority took the title of "Supreme Council of 
Arnet·iea." 

Bnt sotne months after,vard, also from St. Dotningo, 
the brother Count De Grasse-'"filly arrived, bringing with 
hin1 the patent of tbe'Supreme Council of Charleston, and 
the history of ·wltich we Lave already given. This patent 
conferred upon him the right to constitute chaptet·s, coun
cils, and consistories in the lee\Yaru and windward islands, 
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that is to say, in St. Domingo and the other French colo
nies of An1erica; but., in consequence of the poljtical events 
whiclt, oceurriug about this ti1ne, occasioned the loss of 
this island to Frauce, he had no opportunity of realizing 
his peojects. lie had then rotu1·nod to France, \Vhere, re
gardless of the conditions of his patent, he announced 
hilnself as snpren1e chi~f of a ne\v ~~lasonry of thirty-t1H·ee 
degrees. HaYing been inforn1ed of the large body of ex
cluded bretlu·en who, since 1802-being prohibited by the 
Grand Orient from participating in the meetings of the 
fraternity in consequence of their refusal, for the reasons 
already given, to sign the con1promise of that year-had 
assern bled themselves in a cellar of the Fishet·n1an's \Valk, 
he approached tl1ese brethren, and ilnn1ediately a1-ranged 
to organize, \vith these elen1ent:3 and, Ly virtue of the pat
ent delivered to him on the 21st Febeuary, 1802, at Charles
ton, to constitute a nl asonic power, under the pon1pous 
title of the "Suprotne Council for France of Sovereign 
Grand Inspectors General of the 33d and last degree of 
the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite." This done, on 
the 22<1 of Octubet·, 1805, the new nuthority organize<l and 
installed a Scottish Grand Lodge, as '"e have state<l at the 
beginning of this bistory. 1 

1 'Ve regret much to find, in a work that we consider as oue of the 
most important among tho~e composin'g the literature of Freema!:)onry, 
styled '' 1'/t.e Pldlosophical Ilistory of .Preemasomy," by the brethren Kauff
man and Cherpiu, the voluntary omission these authors have made, 
contrary to the duty of an historian, in not mentioning at this date 
(1805) the foundation of the Scottish Grand Lodge, nor that of the Su
preme Council, and in feigning to be completely ignorant that there ex
isted at this time any :Masonic authority in France of the name of Su· 
preme Council. If the brethren K. and C. have believed it their duty to 
respect the oath that they have taken to the Grand Orient-to recognize 
it as the sole legislative authority of Freemasonry in France, and to not 
admit that there can exist any other-we shall not follow their example, 
first, becau~e we have not taken any such oath; and, second, because that 
we believe it ever to be the duty of the historian, in his relation of facts, 
to flinch not, from any cause whatever, in his object vf relating the truth. 
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As our view of :Masonry is similar to that of these brethren, and ae we 
find ourself in communion with them, in a more or les~ degree, m ideas, 
sentiments, and irt nearly every matter connected with the institution, we 
are truly pained to find in their book, eo praiseworthy and meritorioMs 
in almost every respect, the omission that we have mentioned; and, 
in additiou thereto, a general partiality very significant in favor of the 
Gram! Orient-a partiality of which we distinctly comprehend the good 
ntention, but which our conscience will not permit us to imitate. On the 

contrary, to seek the truth and to disseminate it with courage, bas always 
been our motto. \V e believe that :Masonry will be better served by 
speaking the truth without reserve, though that aununciation t;lay seem 
to its dE:'triment, than in expressing tbe accepted views of those who, like 
the Lrethreu· K. and C., :nay have soq1e reason or weakness for failing 
to represent facts as they know them. 

RElURKS IN CONNECTION WITH THE FOREGOI!W HISTORY OF THE ORIGIN 07 

THE ANciENT AND AccEPTED ScoTTISH RITE. 

BROTHER REBOLD, in ltis preceding history of a rite that during the 
past fifteen years has gradually increased in importance in America, can 
not be ~aid to have gratified the brethren who have given their thoughts 
and time to its dissemination in the United States or elsewhere. He has 
given uR a plain narrative of unvarnished statements of fact; he has 
proved conclusively that this rite was either created by parties named 
in Charleston, S. C., or, from the twenty five degrees of the Rite of Per· 
fection as l<nown in 1761, and which Brother Stepl1en lt!orin brought to 
America, it was, in 1802, there and by those persous extended to the 
thirty-three degrees of the present Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite; 
and he has furnished most conclusive circumstantial evidence to support 
the belief entertained by at least every learned German Freemason in 
America aml elsewhere, that ·Frederick the Great never bad any knowl
edgt! of the rite in its present form, whatever knowledge he might have 
had of it as the Rite of Perrection of twenty-five degrees. 

"[ nder these circumstances, the friends of the Ancient and Accepted 
Scottish Rite find themselves in the predicament Sir \Villiam Drummond 
descriues, in his preface to Origenes, when he suys, "In questions un
connected with sacred and important interestR, men are rarely very anx 
ivus to discriminate exactly between truth anti fiction; and few of us 
would, p1·obably, be much pleased with t!te result, could it now be certainly 
proved that Troy never existed, and that Thebes, with its hundred gates, 
was no more than a populous village. It is perhaps still with a secre~ 

wish to be convinced against our judgment, that we reject as faLles the 
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8tories tohl us of the Grecian IIercules, or of the Persian Rustem; tnd 
that we assign to the heroes and giantA of early times the strength and 
stature of ordinary men.'' So it is with our Ancient and Accepted Scot
tish Rite. It is proven to be neither an ancient rite nor one accepteJ by 
ur acceptable to but a very small portion of the }fasonic. Fraternity, nor 
is it a Scottish-otherwise .Jacobin-rite; and yet we wish to be con
vinced, even against our judgment, that it comes up to the mark t:~et by 
tl1ese conditions, uecause our prejudices have long cherished so p)Pasing 
an idea. 

But, although shorn of what has been considered its brightest attri
bute, viz., its creation by Frederick the Great; and although deprived of 
eucb rt>gal parentage by being pro\·en, iustead, to be the progeny of five 
mercenary Israelites of Charleston, S.C., the rite, so far as it can subserve 
any useful purpose in connection with Freema~onry, can not lose any of 
its excellence. If its claims to regal parentage are not well founded, its 
advocates are :naintaining a fallacy in their advancement of sucl1 claims, 
and do constantly find themseh·es in a dilemma when J>roofs are d~ 
manded which it is impossible for them to produce. And as the case 
has heen candidly stated by Brother Rehold, and with the fewest possible 
offensive reflections upon the creators or the rite, and none at all upon 
those who--its present friends and patrow~---conscientious]y believe that 
it i& calculated to confer dignity upon Freemasonry, no exceptions can be 
1akeu to the object I have had in view in the translation and publication 
of this work, which was to disseminate the truth 1 with regard to every 
portion of the history of FreemaRonry in Europe. 

I fear, however, that the patrons as well as the propagators of the 
rite, in our own day, have given too much significance, in their regards 
for it, to that remark of Horace, in his ··Ars Poetica," beginning with-

"Intererit multum Davusne lOI}uatur an heros"-

and not enough to whatever inherent exceiJence the rite itself may pos
sess. If this should be the fact, as a S. P. lL S., I have no better propo
sition to suggest to the chiefs of the rite than the following: 

1. Remove all equivocality as to its origin by excising the present 
statemt!nts upon that subject from the work, lectures, and l1istory, wher
ever th<'y occur; and, 

2. Then take the thirty degrees of the rite {all of which are given in 
America) and compr~ss 'them into twenty-one, which done, fit these 
twenty-one to the present American sy:stem or rite of twelve degrees. 

1 Brother Rebold has been offic-ially pronounced by the highest Masonic au
thority in France, the Grand Orient- through its. Deputy Grand Master, Lhe 
Chevalier HeullanL-n careful ond im l'artial Masonic historian. 
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:By this arrangement, all doubt as to the origin of w l1at migbt then 
be called the Reformed and .Accepted .American Rite of Thirty-three De
grees will be removed, and snell rite will, in a short time, be gener· 
ally understood and appreciated as a work which, being necessary for 
the satisfaction and unity of the Fraternity in America, was undertaken 
by enlightened American Freemasons, and successfu1ly accomplished. 

J. F. B. 

I. 



A CONCISE HISTORY 

OJJ TUB 

EGYPTIAN RITE OF M_ISRAIM,t 

SINCE ITS CREATION, IN 1806, AT MILAN, TO THE 

PRESENT TIME. 

IN a work published in Paris, in 1848, under the title 
of "The Masonic Order of Misraim," the brother Mark Be .. 

1 REFLECTIONS ON THE RITES OF ]{ISR.tl:M AND MElfPBIS.-The history 
or tl1e Rite of Misraim, as also that of the Rite of ]femph~s, which we 
are about to record, is calculated to suggest to enlightened Jtfasons re
flections of sadness in more than one connection. But it would be im
possible for us to pass by in silence these works of feebleness,. of error, 
and or pride, inasmuch as the profane as wen as the initiated ought to 
be informed of the truth. 

If the individuals who have created these rites were but few, unhap
pily those who participated in the result of such aberrations of the hu
man mind may be called a :multitude. It is the duty, therefore, of the 
historian to notice tl1e side-tracks upon which these jugglers have at 
times drawn our institution, in order that their example may teach us. 
and preserve us from fal1ing into new errors. 

That the Jesuits, that powerful association, aided by a legion of 
active emissaries, should have been enabled, in the Jast century, to form 
&iaociations and knightly orders enveloped in ]fasonic forms, with the 
intention of at first turning men aside from the pure ~fasonry of Eng 
land, which extended itself rapidly upon the continent, and of wl1ich th 
object was contrary to their desires and operations, and subsequently to 
extend their dominion, under cover or Masonry, to the re-establishment. 
of the Stuarts, is nothing astonishing. That some impostors, encour· 
aged by their success, should, in their turn, and in a spirit of pecuniary 
gain, conclude to create rites and orders or chivalry, and, having found 

12 {177) 
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dan·ide, Grand Conservator of this ~1asonic heresy, com
mences its history in the following manner : 

"Since the first age of the world, the perioif when our venerable 
Order was created by the All-Powerful, no Grand Conservator ha9 
ever taken the pencil to trace and reunite the perfect plans of his 
scientific labors, and thus enrich the human race: some for the 
want of the necessary documents, 1 and others from the fear of 
perjuring th'emselves or of impairing in any manner the sublime 
heritage which they had been delegated to transmit to their dis
ciples in all its purity. But if these celebrated Grand Conserva
tors, [names not given,] our predecessors, have not performed this 
sacred duty, they have not failed to leave to their successors the 
traditions of our mysteries, in hieroglyphic characters, in a man
ner intelligible to none but the initiated, and thus these documents 
have been preserved from all profane indiscretions." 

1 The reader will easily comprehend the cause of this dearth of documen~; 
for, according to the language of our author, ·Adam, installed by the "All
Powerful" as the first Grand Conservator, could not have bequeathed the 
manuscript transactions of his direction of affairs of this " venetable Order" 
to his descendants, seeing that he had not learned ~he useful accomplishment 
of writin·g, hieroglyphically or otherwise, and that he had no one to direc-t 
in such transactions but Eve, his wife, and subsequently their children. 
One thing, however, the author does not explain, and t.he omission on his 
part leaves us with a very feeble comprehension of the matter; and it. is that 
Adam, or the "All-Powerful," b3.ptized this order with the name of an Egyp
tian king who, if we take the commonly received Hebraic Genesis· for au
thority, was born eight hundred years after Adam appeared upon the earth! 

in France-where a passion for the chivalry of the middle ages favored 
their projects-a country propitious to this species of speculation, did 
create such rites and orders, is not difficult to comprehend. But this 
which appears inexplicable is, that after having recognized the illegiti· 
mate source of all these rites and high degrees, of which the fabricators 
had been unmasked, hunted, and imprisoned in Germany; after having 
reformed all these rites, (between 1782 and 1790,) and having reduced 
tile numerous scale to three, seven, ten, and, at most, twelve degrees, 
Freemasons in the present century shoul~ have been the dupes of jug
glers of a like category, and accept of individuals without character, 
w1thout legal or any other recognized public distinction, new rites of . 
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Comn1encing in this manner, "the author, ~f. Bedarride, 
continues the history of his "venerable Order," traversing, 
by forced marches, whole series of centuries, and stopping 
every two or three hundred years to indicate the existence 
of sotne Grand Conservators, without designating where, 
holv, or by \Vhat means they ·were initiated. He pursues 
tl1is romance until the beginning of the present century, 
when he begins to make a little history; but even of this 
his recital is so n1uch mutilated that he fails in his search 
to discover the truth, though he attempts to ascend to the 
sources of his facts. 

\Ve deem it impossible to unite in one book a greater 

similar v~ue, but much more extravagant, the o~e c-~unting n:inety and 
the other· ninety-five degrees-this is utterly beyond our comprehension. 

"\Vhat makes the matter more strange is, that all enlightened :Masons 
of the present time know yery well that true Freemasonry-such as is 
practiced by every Grand Lodge in Great Britain and America, and such 
as was practiced by the first and last National Grand Lodges of France, 
and the operative lodges under their jurisdiction-is composed of but 
three degrees. It is true they do not offer to the initiate, as cJo the rites 
of tl1e higher degrees, gilt-lace cords or brilliant decorations.-[The au
thor very suddenly stops here in his reflections. That he does so be
cause he will not believe, or, believing, will not say, that men enlight
ened and seriously earnest in the business of elevating the condition 
of the human race by means of !lfasonry, can be affected· by these "giltr 
lace cords or brilliant decorations," or that he stops so suddenly to al
low his readers the privilege o4' thus believing and of finishing his alr 
rupt period with such a conclusiOn, I can not determin~. }fy own opi·n
ion, as one of his readers, is well known tp those for whom I wrote and 
published from 1858 to 18tH; and, though it may be unacceptable to 
&orne for whom I write at present, I will take the liberty of here ex
pr~sing it. So long as human nature remains constituted as it is, glitter 
will attract and decorations will incite men to desire their possession; 
and it is a pleasure taken in the exhibition of the decorations recognized 
by these rites and orders, as indicative of higher rank in confessedly a phi
losophical institution, a.nd, presumably, a higher degree of intelligence, 
rather than any actual advantage derived from the possession of their 
degrees, that induces wise and serious men to seek for and obtain 
tbem.-TR..L.'\SLATOR.) 
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mass of absurdities than its author has collected and ex
hibited in his history of this rite; and \Ve believe '\Ve \vill 
render our readers good service by not fatiguing them 
\Yith a 1'efuta.tion of all the inaccuracies with 'vhich this 
book is filled. 

It is generally believed in the Masonic world that the 
brothers Mark and Michael Bedarride, '\V bo were the chiefs 
of this rite, also \vere its inventors; but it has been re
cently discovered that they were but its propagators. 

Commencing by stating tl1at this rite is composed of an 
aggregation of monstrous legends, stolen from all the rites, 
including those· taken from the Scottish, Martinist, and 
.Hermitic 1-tites, '\Ve will add that after the sixty~seventh 
degree,-it runs but upon ·wheels supplied by Bible subjects; 
and that so purely is it Israelitish in its bearings, that it 
would 'vith more correctness be called the "Jewish" than 
the "Egyptian Rite." We also find that this collection 
of degrees is divided into four series, in manner similar 
with the rite called Egyptian, created by Joseph Balsamo, 
surnamed Cagliostro, 1 which had been professed by the 
mother lodge "Wisdom Triumphant," founued by him at 
Lyons, in 1782. This Egyptian Rite 2 had but an ephem
eral existence ; and it is probable enough that son1e of 
Cagliostro's rituals have served to co1nplete the deplorable 
work of the Rite of 1\Iisraim, whose author \Vas the brother 
Lechaugeur of Milan, as we shall proceed to demon8trate . 

. A Grau ... l Orient of Italy had been founded at Milan 

1 This extraordinary man, born at Palermo in 1743, acquired a celeb. 
rity rarely attained by impostors. Arrested at Rome or. the 25th Decem
ber, 1789, he was condemned to death by the Holy Office on the 21s& 
March, 1791; \:lut Pius VI commuted his punishment to perpetual im
prisonment in the castle of St. Angelo, where he died. 

1 Cagliostro, in a voyage t.bat he made to London, bought a manu
script which belonged to a man named G. Coston, in which he found 
the plan of a 1\:fasonry founded upon a ~ystem "Yhich was part magical, 
part cabalistic, and part superstitious. From this work he arranged the 
plan of his Egyptian Rite. 
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ehortly after the organization of that at N Jples, and the 
prince Eugene Bcauharnais had been invested with the 
dignity of Grand !laster. Some superior officers, resident 
at ~filan, who had been initiated, in Paris, into the high 
degrees of the Scottish (33d) Rite, resolved to establish a 
Supreme Council of that rite, at the suggestion of breth
ren, iu Paris. A person named Lechangeur, an officer or 
ro~~ter of an operative lodge in 1\filan, demanded to be- · 
cotne a party in this arrangement, and his detnand was 
complied \Vith. They conferred upon him certain degrees; 
but having some motive for keeping him out of the or
ganization of their Supreme Council, they refused to give 
him the superior degrees. Vexed at this refusal, Lechan
geur inforn1ed the men1bers of this Supreme Council that 
be woul<J get the better of them, in creating a rite of 
ninety degrees, into which he should not admit them. 
He accomplished his threat in fact, and it is to him that 
is to be attribu'ted the creation of this self-styled oriental 
rite. 

The first thing Lechangeur did, after having elaborated 
his rite, was to elevate himself to the highest office recog· 
nized by it-in this respect imitating all the other fabri
cators of rites-that of "Superior Grand Conservator of 
the Order of 11israim," and in this capacity to deliver 
patents of authority to all 'vho offered to propagate this 
ne·w rite to his profit. These delegates, being thus author
ized, were confined in their operations to the organization 
of ·chapters in the cities of the Italian peninsula, more 
particularly to Naples; and those <~hapters should, in their 
turn, create delegates, and deliver to them patents of au-
thority, to their profit. · . 

'Ve will now explain how and by whom this Rite of 
lfisraim was first introduced into France. 

Bro. 1\:Iichael Bedarride, a native of Cavaillon, in the de
partnlent of Vaucluse, and belonging to the Je,vish re
ligion, was initiated into Freemasonry on the 5th of July, 

• 
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1802, in the lodge "Candor," at Cezena, in Italy, and affili .. 
a ted, in the year 1805, 'vith the lodge "Mars and Them1s," 
in Pat·is, 'vhich conferred upon him, as it did also upon 
his brother, Mal'k Bedarride, the degree of Master. 

~fichael Bedarride, 'vho 'vas a merchant in Naples, 
obtained the position of· commissary of subsistence in the 
service of the Italian army, upon the stafl" of 'vhich army 

· his brother ~fark had a position. During their sojourn in 
Italy, the two brothers had affiliated ·with several lodges of .. 
that country. On the 3d December, 1810, through the in
tervention of one of the patentees of Lechangeur, Michael 
Bedarride obtained a similar patent, authorizing hi1n to 
confer the degrees of the 11israimites up to the 73d degree. 
Subsequently, at Milan, he received of the brother Lechan
geur himself an increase of the degrees, and ~ patent, 
dated 25th June, 1811, conferring upon hin1 the degree of 
" Grand Hazsid," or 77th degree, with the right of con
ferring all the degrees to that point. A similar patent bad 
already been delivered, on the 3d of January,' 1810, by 
Lechangeur to Mark Bedarride. 

It seems that, for some reason not known, the brother 
Lechangeur did not ·wish the brothers Bedarride to possess 
the degree of "Grand Conservator," or 90th degree, of his 
rite; but, nobvithstaudiug, the possession of this degree 
becan1e absolutely necessary, to enable them to succeed in 
their projects. With this object, ~1ichael Bedarride ad
dressed a delogate named Polack, an Israelite-resident at 
Venice-,vho, usurping the rights claimed by Lechangeur, 
had proclaizned himself Superior Grand Conservator, or 
independent Grand Master-and obtained of this person, 
on the 1st September, 1812, a patent conferring upon him 
the title he so greatly desired. This document, however, 
did not appear to be sufficiently authoritative for his pur
pose, as it ·bore but one signature, and consequently lacked 
evidences of authenticity; for, imm~Jiately after the death 
of Lechangeur he sought at the hands of the brother 
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Theodore Gerber, of ~iilan-to whom Lechangeur had be
queathed the po·wers he had given to himself-another 
patent. The application \Yas successful, and on the 12th 
October, 1812, ~1icbael Bedarride procured this new au
thority, signed by Theodore Gerber, and conferring upon 
~fichael Bedarricle the title of Superior Grand Conservator 
of the Order of ~fisraim in Italy. Besides the signature 
of Gerber, this document bore also the signatures of Mark 
Bedarride, ·who, as \Ve have shown, had not then obtained 
but the 77th degree, and seven or eight other brethren who 
were reputed to compose the "Sovereig11: Grand Council 
of the 90th degree of the Grand Masters absolute;" and 
it is by virtue of the powers that they having arrogated 
to thmnselves, in concert with the chief of this rite, that 
they delegated to }.fichael Bedarride the same po,vers and 
all their supreme rights as therein expressed by this pat
ent, to " create, form, regulate, dissolve, whenever desirable, 
lodges, chapters, colleges, directories, synods, tribunals, 
consis!-ories, councils, and general cot:ncils of the Ouler of 
n1israim" -a pre~ogative that this brother, as therein ex
pressed, has tnerited "by the most profound study of the 
sciences, and the most sublime practice of every virtue that is 
known to but a very small number of the elect-inviting all 
brethren, of every degree aud every rite, to assist the 
puissant and t'enerable Grand Conservator, ~1.ichael Bedar
ride, with their council, their credit and their fortune, him 
and tl~e rejected of his race," etc., etc. 

It is by virtue of this curious document, which we con
!ider it unnecessary further to explain, that the brother 
~lichael Bedarride, through the organ of his brother }.1ark 
Bcdarride, announced himself, in Paris, chief of this self .. 
tityled Oriental, .Ancient, and Sublime Order, which, he 
says, is the stem of all the ~1asonic rites in existence, al
though he must have suspected by whom it had been fab
ricated. The text of this proclamation aftords Eome idea 
of the arrogance of these Jewish 1-fasons, and recaHs to 
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our mind the five J\1asons, also Jews, who, at Charleston, 
fabricated the Scottish Rite of thirty-three .degrees; and 
had it not been for the success of which the Rite of 11is· 
raim neve!" 'vould have seen the light, and but for \vhich 
the obstacles to the unity of Freen1asonry in France, as 
\veil as in other countries, would have been easily re· 
moved. 

"\Vhen the brother Mark Bedarride, then a retired officer 
of the army of Italy, arrived in Paris in 1813, 'vhere he 
was joined shortly aft~rward by his brothers J\1il'!hael and 
Joseph Bedarride, the latter of ·whom bad also, at Naples, 
received some patents from a delegate patented by Le
changeur, these three brothers found four others-two of 
whom were named respectively Joly and Gaborea-"rho 
had like:wise· procured in Italy some patents w·hich con
ferred upon them also the right of creating lodges, conn· 
cils, etc., up to the ninetieth degree; whi.le the other 
two, na1ned respectively Garcia and Decollet, bore patents 
giving. the1n authority to the seventy-seventh degree. As 
the brothe:r:s Bedarride had decided to fix their residence 
in Paris for the purpose of working up this new branch 
of Masonry, the competitors \vhom we have named incom
moded them in the execution of their project. Having 
arranged matters 'vith them, they next proceeded to ob- · 
tain the protection of the brother Count Muraire. Suc
ceeding in this as in the other, Michael Bedarride \Yas 
not long in gaining the consent of several other brethren, 
nearly all of whom were members of the Supreme Coun
cil of the Scottish (33d) l{ite, an1ong ·whon1 we may name 
Count La11emand, Thory, Co1onell\1artiu, Count Chabran, 
General J\tfonier, Barbier de Finant, the Chevalier Uhalon 
de Co11et, Vidal, Perron, General Teste, etc., to receive 
the highest degrees of the rite, in order to enable hitn to 
organize a Supretne Council of the ninetieth degree, nec
essary for the definite establishment of the Supreme Power 
of the Order for France. On the 9th of April, 1815, the 
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brothers Bedarride, taking the title of Grand Conservators 
of the Order, issued their circular, by ·which they declared 
"the supren1e power constituted in the valley of Paris to 
govern the ~fasonic Order of Misrai m upon all the globe"
and, the reader will carefully observe-" for · France by the 
Supreme Council of Most \Vise Grand Masters for life of 
the 90th and last degree." It will be observed, in pass
ing, that all the decisions of this council could be revoked 
by the Superior Grand Conservator of the Order, con
forn1ably to the constitution that he had given, in his ca~ 
pacity of autocrat, to the future Misraimite people. ' 

To n1ake acceptable a rite 'vith a scale of degrees so 
numerous, and of which the chiets had given themselves 
titles so pompous, certainly no city of the world aft<>rded 
better facilities than Paris, the center of all folly and' 
extravagance, as well as of much that was really great. 

We will here observe that the ninety degre~s composing 
the Rite of Misrain1 should have con1prised every known 
science, divided into four series, forn1ing seventeen classes. 
The first series 'vas called symbolic, the second philosophic, 
the third mystic, and the fourth cabalistic. After this cJas
sification, the neophytes, upon their initiation iuto the dif
f~rent degrees, should have received instruction embracing 
all that \Vas known of the sciences involved in each series. 
Such a course of instruction would, if faithfully given, 
have been frightful to any earnest mind, so imposing 
a task beiug so much beyond the grasp of an ordinary 
human life. But, in reality, the neophyte had uothing 
to fear from this vast vocabulary ; it was merely a recital 
of fables more or less absurd, aud embraced not a word of 
science or philosophy outside of what truths were implied 
in the first symbolic degrees. llow could it be otherwise? 
The brothers Bedarride, no more than the creator of the 
rite, Lechangeur-not possessing even the most elementary 
notions of the sciences enumerated in their four series and 

I 
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seventeen classes of degrees-could not, in consequence, 
teach to others 'vbat they did not knovv then1selves. 

After taking possession of this prospectively 1 ucrative 
field of labor, the brothers Bedarride found the great· 
est difficu tty in organizing a working lodge ; for France 
was then in n1ourning. However, with great labor, they 
succeeded in establishing a first lodge, the "Rainbow," 
which became the mother lodge of the rite; but it did not 
enter upon active duty until the month of June, 1816. 

Then the proselytes quickly augmented. The brethren 
Baucalin de Laroste, the chevalier I.Jarrey, Auzon, Ragon, 
Clavet-Ganbert, Redarets, Chasseria.u, and Beaurepaire be
canle Misraimites, and imn1ediately constituted themselves 
into a new lodge, of which the meetings 'vere most brill
iant, under the name of "Disciples of Zoroaster." In this 
assen1bly the brother Dr. Ganal, who presided, and who 
understood, much better than . the brothers Bedarride, the 
exigencies of the rite, called to his aid physic and chem
istry to render his initiations imposing, and thus succeeded 
in gathering in many ne\v members. 

"\Vhen they arrived in Paris, tbe brothers Bedarride had 
only some incomplete rituals ·which they had copied from 
those in the possession of the persons who gave them the 
degrees, and not one of the ninety lectures ·which the rite 
required to explain its degrees; for neither Lechangeur 
nor Gerber possessed them. To produce these, the breth
ren ~fealet' and J oly, erudite and capable men, dre'v upon 
their imaginations. So slowly, however, did these lectures 
appear, that in 1816 they were enable~ to exhibit but ten, 
having borrowed from the lodge "Hope," at Berne, the 
lectures of the first three degrees, and these alone express
ing all of a ~1asonic spirit ·which the rite ~xbibited; and 
thus, like the Grand Orient and the Supreme Council, 
they jumped, in ·their iliitiations, from the third to the 
eighteenth, and from the eighteenth to the thirtieth, or 
twelve degrees at a time. The brothers Bedarride were 
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obliged, fur the reasons that we have indicated, to confer a 
series of degrees at a time, giving it as their, reason that 
such a course \Vas most convenient, and explaining the in
tcrtnediate degrees as best they could. 

From the beginning, grave abuses appeared iti the ad
ministration as conducted by the brothers Bedarride. The 
n1en1bers of the rite, tired \vith submitting to the caprices 
of the three Israelitl3h chiefs, demanded a code of laws. 
They openly accused the Grand Conservators of making a 
scandalous traffic in con1municating the degrees, and, in 
fact, of speculating with the rite as a manufacturing prop
erty, and seeking to retire the principal part of the profits 
to their own use, though they had shown o. laudable desire 
to hide such a diversion of the funds. Then a certain 
number of brethren resolved to create a ne\v power, 
founded upon the plenary po\vers 'vhich the brother J oly 
h«d received at 1filan, and, 'vith a number of the dissatis
fied, they did form a-Supreme Council of ninety degrees, 
composed of the said J oly, an author, the brethren Auzon, 
private secretary to His ~fajesty Kiug Charles IV, Gabo
rea, a clerk in the Bureau of Finance, ~Iealet, Secretary 
of the Academy of Sciences, Ragon, chief of the Staff· Bu
reau of the National Guard, Richard, Lange, Decollet, 
Amadieu, Pigniere, and Clavet-Gaubert, colonel of artillery. 

In Septe1nber, 1816, this new organization requested 
permission to rank under the jurisdiction of the Grand 
Orient, and, to allow them to do so, proposed to abandon 
the administration of the first t\vo series of the rite, com-

' . prising sixty-six degrees, and reserve to themselves but 
the power to control those from sixty-seven to ninety. 
Son1e commissioners were named on the part of each body 
to arrange the particulars; but the Grand Orient, though 
at first very well disposed to conclude the arrangement., 
after a n1ore mature examination of it, rejected the propo
sition on the 14th J auuary, 1817, and, on the 27th of the 
following December, addressed to the lodges of its corre-
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spondence a circular, by the terms of which it prohibited 
them from receiving the members of the Rite of ~1israim 
in theii· assemblies. 

Unlike the generality of such documents as issued by 
the Grand Orient, the motives expressed in this edict \Vere 
logicaL It stated that "the patentees had not furnished 
the· titles required to authenticate the origin and the au
thenticity of the Rite of Misraim; that the assertion of its 
introduction into Italy, under the pontificate of Leo X, in 
the sixteenth century, by J amblicus, a platonic philosopher 
who lived in the foul'th century, eleven hundred years be
fore Leo X, ·was destructive in the nature of dates; that 
this rite was never practiced a.t Alexandria nor at Cairo, as 
it pretended to be, etc., etc.; that for these reasons this rite 
could not be admitted into the Grand Orient." 1 The Grand 
Orient having thus brought to public notice the irregular
ity of the powers claimed by the brothers Bedarride, the 
latter sought, as n1uch as it .. was possible, to destroy the 
doubts thus engendered. Michael Bednrride bad, on the 
3d ~1a.y, 1816, exhibited a document, signed by seven bt·eth
ren, which detailed all the ~1asonic titles he had obtained; 
that is, the dates of his receipt of them in Italy; but this 
document, though in it he \Var:; named "Superior Grand 
Conservator," gave him no legal power; and to n1eet this 
contingency it was necessary to produce another document. 
This latter soon appeared, signed by thirteen brethren of 
the rite, and amoug them the Count De Grasse-Tiliy, 
founder of the Supreme Council of the Scottish (33d) Rite 
at Paris; the Count ~1uraire, the Count Lallemand, the 
Duke of St. Aignan, the Chevalier Lacoste, etc. These 
brethren in this patent styled themselves "Sovereign Grand 
Masters absolute of t~e Rite of ~fisraim," a title which 
had been conferred by ~1ichael Bedarride, after he had or-

1 It is to be regretted that similar cogent reasons did not exclude, in 
1862, the Rite of Memphis from admission into that body. 
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gan ized his Grand Council of ninety degrees; and it was 
by Yirtue of the po,vers which this title conferred, aud 
with which they had been invested by Mich~l Bedarride, 
that they, in their turn, by n1eans of this patent, bestowed 
upon him the title and powers of Supreme Grand Con
servator of the Order for France. 

The new patent w bich we have just mentioned was 
dated the 7th of September, 1817; but, unlike the other, it 
bore no mark of having been produced at Milan, and this 
fact somewhat invalidated its use at Paris; nevertheless, 
as the brothers Bedarride had the 'vhole world to operate 
in, this circun1stance merely induced them to change 
slightly the field of their operations. In 1818, Joseph 
turned up at Brussels, and Michael in Holland. It would 
appear, ho,vever, that the 1neans which they employed 
were not the most laudable; for, upon the 18th of N ovein
ber, 1818, the Prince ].,rederick, Grand ~faster of the 
Netherland lodges, addressed. a circular to all the lodges 
of that country, pointing out the brothers Bedarride, ~ho 
by that time were running about the kingdom, as dishon
orable men, who, to attain their objects, had recourse to 
very reprehensible tricks and means unworthy of true Ma
sons, and 'vhich had already brought then1 into discredit 
at Paris. This circular 'vound up its charges with inter
dicting the exercise of the Rite of ~1israim in all the 
lodges under his authority, and supported this interdiction 
with the reasons advanced by the Grand Orient of France 
on the 29th December, 1817, and which we have men
tioned. 

Notwithstanding these prohibitions; notwithstanding all 
the difficulties which opposed them, the .brothers Bedar
ride succeeded in establishing in Paris, besides the lodges 
"R.aiubo\V" and "The Disciples of Zoroaster," four other 
lodges, namely, "The Twelve Tribes," "The Disciples of 
~1israim," "The Burning Bush," and ''The Children of . 
Apollo," a1l of which \Vere in active operation toward the 

\ 
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close of the year 1818. This increase of lodges permitted 
them to give, on the 19th January, 1819, a brilliant feast 
of Adoption, ·wbi~h was presided over by the Count n1u
raire and the Countess of Fouchecourt. Notwithstanding 
their seeming success, the brothers Bedarride ·were con
stantly at ·war ·with. their O\VU lodges, \Vhich complained of 
their adtninistration and demanded an account of the 
funds. The brothers responded to these den1ands by ex
pelling the most clamorous of the claimants. It ·was thus 
that, by the decision of a self-styled Council, 'vhich the 
brothers Bedarride directed as they wished, bearing date 
the 15th .August, the brethren 1\1arie, Richard, Chasseriau, 
Beaurepaire, Ragon, Mealet, and Jo1y were expelled from 
the rite. .. l?ut this despotism but increased the indigna
tion. The lodge "Disciples of Zoroaster" s~parate<l itself 
from the Rite of ~iisraim by a unanimous decision, dated 
the 30th of April, 1819. 

In the n1·inutes of this occasion, and which this lodge 
published at the time, the motive for separation is thtts ex-
pressed: · 

1.-Tbey had vainly called for the correction of many 
articles, contained in the general regulations, in conse
quence of their despotic and unsatisfactory character; and, 

2.-The suppression of the word "absolute" in connec
tion with the title of " Sovereign Grand Master;" as, " in 
the present century, such a distinction is a usurpation and 
an oftense to free 1nen." 

3.-In nearly all of the g~neral regulations the Grand 
Conservator has arrogated to himself powers as obscure as 
they are arbitrary. 

4.-And, finally, according to a judgment of the tribunal 
of commerce of the Seine, the firm of Joseph Bedarr ide & 
Co., (the brothers Mark and 1fichael 'vere the associates 
not narned,) living ·in ~:loon street, at No. 37, was in a con .. 
dition of open bankruptcy . • 

This proceeding was signed by the 1Vorshipful 1Iaster 
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and by all the officers of the lodge, to the nurnber of 
t'venty. The supren1e power confined itself to striking 
the 'Vorshipful :\faster, and, by an edict dated 11th June, 
1819, Dr. Ganal was expelled. 

The mother lodge "Rainbow" also revolted against the 
adtuinistration of the Gt-and Conservators, ''bich its mem
bers unanimousJy declared to be most deplorable, and 
brought this declaration before the chiefs of the Order, in 
the hope that tl_1ey would require the brothers Bedarride 
to render an account of the receipts and expenses. 

In the position in which they found themselves, the 
brothers Bedarride could not satisfy the demands which 
w·ere addressed to them in connection with the finances, 
because the revenues of all kinds which they received 
through their connection 'vith the rite 'vere necessary 
to pay their debts and support their personal expenses. 
They, in consequence, made use of their omnipotence to 
declare all the members of the lodge "Rainbo,v," who had 
taken part in the revolt against them, as disturbers of the 
peace of the Order; and this done, they dissolved the lodge 
for the purpose of reconstructing it with more non-dissent
ing n1aterials, and its president, the Count Lallemand, 
sharing the fortunes of the opposing members, by an edict 
of the Grand Council, of 7th July, 1810, was expelled. 

It is necessary and proper here to state that the brothers 
Bedarride ·based their refusal to render an account of the 
revenues of the rite upon the statement that they had 
withdra\vn but sufficient to cover the interest of the capi
tal which they pretended to have spent in organizing the 
rite in Paris, 1 together with what they were properly en
t itled to for conducting the affairs of the Order . 

.. 
1 To support this statement the brethren exhibited an account, which• 

was dated the 11th June, 1818, for the sum of $550, incurred by them 
for engravings, cyphers, diplomas, etc., and indorsed as correct by- · 
among other members of the GeneraP .. Council of the ninetieth degree
the Count ~Iuraire. 
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The lodges founded, in 1818, in the Low Countries hav
ing enjoyed but an ephemeral existence, the brothers 
~1ichael and Joseph Bedarriae again withdrew from Paris, 
in 1820, to propagate their rite. They first appeared in 
Englanu, from \Vhence }ifichael \Vent to the Lo\v Countries 
and Joseph to Switzerland. In 1821 and 1822 they made 
other voyages into the departments of France, and about 
the close of the latter year they had organized twelve 
lodges, '\\-"ith several councils, all of \Vhich, like the fonner, 
lived but a short time.1 

The progress made by the brothers Bedarride in the 
propagation of their rite, although slow, nevertheless dis
quieted the Grand Orient, and that authority labored to 
interrupt it. The circular edict already mentioned, \Vith 
another, dated the 21st December, 1821, not having ar
rested, either in Paris or in the provinces, the creation of 
Misraimite lodges, the Grand Orient continued to pro
nounce severely against the brethren who had embraced 
their cause. Thus, at the solstitial feast, celebrated the 
24th J nne, 1822, the brother Richard, orator of the Grand 
Orient-who, in 1817, had been advanced to the highest 
degrees of the R.ite of Misraitn, and consequently had taken 
a solemn oath,2 written by his own hand, of the most abso
lute fidelity to that Order, but who subsequently had been 
stricken from the list of n1embers-made a long report 
against the system of the brothers Bedarride; etc., and 
concluded by urging the Grand Orient to close the meet
ings of the Misraimites, as irregular, illicit, and dangerous, 
and to renew its edict of interdiction, enforcing compliance 

1 The author here gives the names and locations of these lodges, et.c.; 
but as they are all extinct, we believe our readers will not miss their 
omission. -'rRA.NSLATO R. 

'The author here gives a transcript of this oath; but as the transla· 
tion of this transcript would be· offensive to members of the rite in 
.America, and in nowise beneficial to those who ar~ not, I respectfully 
suppress it.-TRANSLATOR. 
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with the same, under most severe penalties. .1.0 this report 
\Ve find, atnong others equally severe, the following I•as-

' sage: 

" * * * But toleration bas a limit, the Grand Orient has 
duties to perform, and longer silence to the call of such duties 
would render this legislative body amenable to the charge of com
plicity in the disorders which have distinguished the administra
tors of the Rite of 1\lisraim. These men, who, investing them
selves with functions which they hold to be the most important of an 
Order that they proclaim superior to all l\Iasonic rites, forgetful of 
their dignity, run over the departments of this kingdom, armed 
with their ninety degrees, which they offer to all purchasers at any 
price and in the most public places, and thus, by their mysteri
ous forms, compromise the state, as also the security, honor, and 
even peace of our citizens, trouble the repose of the magistrates, 
awaken the attention of the authorities intrusted with the secu
rity of the state, and, above all, provoke such suspicions of their 
designs as cause them, in their travels from city to city, to be 
sometimes imprisoned : these are · excesses committed by men call
ing themselves 1\:Iasons, for which, it is true, they can not be im
peached, but for which they should be held up to the indignation 
of every worthy brother," etc., etc. 

We believe that this report exaggerated facts in some 
of its particulars. 

The report of this feast, including the protest of Brother 
Richard, was sent to all the lodges and even to the public 
authorities. The 1atter, desirous of assuring themselves of 
the truth or falsehood of these accusations of the Grand 
Orient, ordered the police to investigate the subject; and 
the latter, for this purpose, made a descent upon the dwell 
ing of the brother ~fark Bedarride, on the 7th September, 
1822; but a minute examination thereof elicited no charge, 
except a slight one underihe terms of the penal code bear
ing upon persons assembling themselves together for secret 
purposE's. For this the brother Bedarride and some others 

13 
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held themselves to ans,ver on the 18th January,, 1823, and 
submitted to son1e small fine. The result., however, of the 
general dissemination among the lodges of the report of 
the feast, vvas to induce the authorities to close the lodges 
of the rite in Paris and those in the provinces, to the num
ber, in all, of seventeen; and they remained in this condi
tion until1831. 

. 
During this long period the brother 11ark Bednrride re-

mained unemployed. After the revolution of 1830, he 
sought for restoration to the military rank he had in 1814; 
but he failed in this object. From the Minister of the 
Interior, ho,vever, he obtained pern1ission to reopen the 
lodges of his rite. 

From that auspicious moment. the two brothers Mark 
and Michael Bedarride 1nade strenuous efforts to avail 
themselves of the advantages of this permission. Their 
first act 'vas to inform the partisans of the rite of the 
happy circumstances 'vhich once 1nore allo,ved the lodges 
to resume their labors, and to demand that all the repre
sentatives of the rite assemble the divers classes of the 
Order, and for,vard a list of their members, accompanied 
by a gift of thirty cents for each brother, as a voluntary 
offering of dues for the years in arrear, or those during 
which the lodges bad been closed. 

The primary meetings of the old lodges took place at 
No. 41 St. Mary street, and the broL1~crs Bedarride suc
ceeded in reconstructing, under their original names, the 
lodges ''Rainbow," ''Pyramids," and "Burning Bush." 
This reconstruction accomplished, the chiefs judged it nec
essary to prevent the attacks to ,\rhich their administration 
had been subjected, and, for this purpose, convoking the 
-brethren composing the General Council, they directed 
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the recognition in their own favor of an account for 
services, etc., atnonnting to $20,550. 1 

Thus the account, which in 1818 was but $550, had been 
increased to $20,550, as \vell by the interest which had ac
crued upon the original sum as by the additional grants 
claimed, to the extent of $12,000, for administration of the 
aft'i:ti!·s of an Order \vhile its lodges \Vere closed and its busi
ness totally suspended. As a set-off to this demand, the 
sums received by the brothers Bedarride for fees and diplo
mas ft·om 1816 to 1822, while the lodges ·were in operation, 
ought to have amounted to a very handsome figure, and 
they did, as they appeared in the cash-book of the brothers; 
but the \Vhole of this amount \Vas absorbed, as further ap
peared by the same, in defraying the rent of lodge-rooms, 
etc., and all other necessary running expenses, for nineteen 
years. 

To put an end to all furtP.er disputes upon the sub
ject, the chiefs of the rite prepared an oath to be ad min· 
istered, sine qua non, to the receipt of the higher degrees, 
by which every member taking such degrees obligated 
himself in language very enigmatical, but the real mean
ing of \vhich \Vas to never question in any n1anner, under 
penalty of being blotted from the list of honorable mem-

1 This sum of $20,550 was made up in the following manner: 

1. Amount of the obligation of 11th June, 1818 .••.•. 2,73G fr. 37 
17 years' interest at 6 per cent. per annum ......... 2,324 fr. 93-6,060 fr. 30 

2. Claim of 2,500 fr. per ann urn from the 26th 
May, 1816, to 26th May, 1822-6 years .••.••.•• 15,000 00 

6 years' interest at 6 per cent. per annum......... 4,500 00-19,500 00 
8. Claim of 3,500 fr. per annum, from the 27th 

May, 1822, to 27th May, 1828-7 years.......... 24,600 00 
7 years' interest at 5 per cent. per annum......... 6,4ia 00-30,975 00 

4. Claim of 5,000 fr. per annum, from the 27th 
May, 1828, to the 27th May, 1835-7 years..... 85,000 00 

7 years' interest at 6 per cent. per annum......... 12,250 00-47,250 00 

Total ............................................•.....•.. .....•....•.•.. 102,785 fr. SO 
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bership, the accuracy of this account or the justness of its 
claims. 1 

\Vhen this matter was thus arranged, the Council made 
it conditional that the brothers Bedarride should render 
true accounts from that time of all their receipts and ex
penses, to the end that the excess of the fermer should be 
appropriated to the reduction of their account against the 
Order of ~1israim, and the same be liquidate<l at as early a 
day as possible. 

It is a sacred principle in Freemasonry that, with the 
~xception of the office of Secretary of a lodge, or Grand 
Secretary of a Grand Lodge, all other 9ffices are filled gra
tuitously and for the honor they confer upon the incum
bent. This being a fact well kno,vn, it is not difficult to 
dJcide, from 'vhat ·we have shown, that the charges made 
against the brothers Bedarride, of speculating with their 
rite, were not devoid of foundation. 

N oth·withstanding the activity of the brothers Bedarride, 
their rite bas made but little progress since that time. It 
has but a sort of vegetating existence in Paris, and it is 
extinct every-\vhere else in ·which they succeeded in plant .. 
ing it. A great many en1inent men, whose names figure 
upon the list of n1embersbip, have long since withdrawn 
from it, and others have died. They never did, in fact, ... 
take any active part in the labors of the rite, and the ma
jority of them bad not ev~n assisted at a single meeting 
of ~1israimi.tes: they had accepted the high degrees offered 
them simply because their pon1pous titles tickled their 
vanity. The brothers Bedarride had never expected to 
derive any ad vantage from conferring their degrees upon 
such men, except that which their names would afford in 
the propagation of their rite among stt·angers. \Vhen we 
look over the list of membership, published in 1822, we are 

1 Our author gives the text of this oath; but, for the reason already 
gi'"en, I do not translate it.-TRANSLATOR. 
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astonished to find thereon so great a number of distin
guished persons, and occupying the highest social positions. 
Such of these brethren as belonged to the Supreme Coun
cil or the Grand Orient of France never allowed thetn
selves to be initiated into the fearful catalogue of the Rite 
of ~fisraim; they confined themselves sin1ply to the ac
ceptance of a diploma conferring upon _them the rank of 
the ninetieth degree. 

j\Iany of these brethren, if not all, resigned their posi
tion between 1817 and 1822, ''"hen the chiefs of the rite 
were attacked on all sides. After the revival of the rite 
in 1832-thanks to the political changes which the revolu
tion of 1830 effected in France-its chiefs were unable to 
enroll the names of important men, such as figured upon 
their register of 1822 ; even the meetings of the latter pe
riod \Vere f'Env and insigniticaut. To r~medy this failure, 
the brothers Bedarride resolved to hold a Grand Lodge of 
Adoption, ·which took place on the 25th August, 1838. 
The following passage of the discourse, addressed to the 
sisters and brethren present, wi11 give our readers some 
idea of the arrogance of the language of their claims: 
"The 1fasonic Order of ~Iisraim has this advantage over 
all other rites: it furnishes to the initiate scientific com
pensations \Vhich afford him an abstract knowledge of our 
Order." So far is this from the truth, that, it is believed, 
the meetings of the ~fisraimites are more devoid of auy 
thing pertaining to science or philosophy than are those 
of any other rite. Notwithstanding aU the pomp, magnifi
cence, and expense attending this exhibition of a "Grand 
Lodge of Adoption," it had not the least effect in forward
ing the fortunes of the Order. 

If any questions \Vere put to the brothers Bedarriue 
upon the condition of the funds, they would reply that the 
supreme authority had no accouuts to render to any per· 
son. If changes \\rere desired in the general regulations, 
they rep] ied that the regulations \Vere unalterable, and all 
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the members had solemnly sworn to be governed by then1. 
Should a brother publicly nttempt to decipher the riddle 
which veiled their power, the chiefs would cry out that 
their authority 'vas being questioned, and threaten the of
fender wi~h arrest and trial. In 1839, the brother Terne
sien Leserne, advocate at the court of the king, haviug 
made son1e ren1ar~s in his lodge-the "Rain bow" -upon 
the a.dministration of the chiefs of the rite, he \Vas, by order 
of the supreme po,ver of 3d January, 1840, arraigned for 
contumacy. In his defense, he published his accusations, 
under the title of "The Morality of the General Regu
lations and Adn1inistration of the Rite of Misrairn." 
The brothers Bedarride endeavored to refute the charges 
contained therein, but their response served rather to con
firm than to destroy the accusations of the brother 'rern
esJen. 

The adversaries of the Rite of Misraim, or, more prop
erly, those of the brothers Bedarride, rapidly increased. 
In an article in the" Globe," entitled "Archives of .Ancient 
and Modern Initiations," in ·which the utility of Masonic 
decorations is questioned, Brother Juge, the senior editor, 
expresses hin1self thus: "'J.lhis poor Rite of Misraim, which 
so 11iteously exhibits its distress in its slender report of 
lodges and members, and so audaciously parades its weal~h 
of degrees-a \Yealth so excessive that it is not only un
known in all its fullness to the highest dignitaries, but 
even to its inventor, 11. Bedarride, who has not the ability, 
I do not say to communicate all the degrees without read
ing front his manuscripts, but 'vho can not recite \Vithout 
this help, and in the order in which they occur, even the 
names of his frightful vocabulary."-This article brought 
on, between the brothers Bedarride and the editor of the 
"Globe," a war which terminn.ted very much to the disad
vantage of the former; for the latter applied himself \Vith 
so much ability to his task, in the last numbers of his 
paper for 1840, that he demonstrated to the intelligenc~ of 
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all that the Rite of Misraim \vas but "a miserable parody 
on Freen1asonry, and the creation of a juggler." 

The chiefs continued to iinpose upon their lodges the 
burden of an honor of $1,000 a year as the price of their 
administration ; and, pretending that the receipts had 
gradually fallen oft~ sq that no\v there \vere not enough 
to pay even the interest upon the obligation of 1835, they 
induced their ever-devoted General Council to make them 
a second letter of credit for the sum of $26,358, 1 dated the 
20th of September, 1840, and bearing interest from that 
date . 

.After that time a treasurer controlled the receipts and 
the expenses, and in this manner the lodges were enabled 
to ascertain the excess of the former and apply it to the 
liquidation of this letter of credit. Thereafter the lodges 
assembled peaceably, and subn1itted to the despotic gov
ernment of the supreme power; but the members gradu
ally ditninished each year. 

In the month of .April, 1856, the brother Mark Bedar
ride died. His death efiected no change in the situation 
of the rite, \vhich pursued its unsteady course, affording 
nothing incidental '\VOrthy of note . 

.A: reproach of a very grave character had been ad
dressed to the chiefs of the Rite of Misraim, viz., that no 
acts of charity had ever been known to be perfonned by 
them, and in this respect they had failed to comply with 
the ri.rst duty of Freemasons. In 1851, a fact of this na
ture occasioned a ne\v schism. .A brother, an officer of the 
empire, possessed of all the high degrees of the rite, died 

1 This obligation wns made up as follows: 
1. Amount of the claim October 11 1885 ••••••••••. 102,785 fr. 3(J 
2. For the direction of the Order for five years, 

at 5,000 fr. a year, from 1835 to 1840 ..••••••• 25,000 fr. 
Five years interest at u per cent. per annum 1,250- 26,250 00 

8. Interest on the principal of 102,785 fr .••••••.•.• 2,757 70 

131,798 fr. 00 
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in a hospital. Several brethren, desirous of defraying the 
expenses of his funeral, and aiding his wido"Yv, ·who was in 
deep poverty, sought the chief, Michael Bedarride, 'vho 
responded to their request by saying, coldly, "The Order 
has no funds. All the receipts are absorbed in defraying · 
necessary expenses, and in paying the interest due upon a 
etter of credit delivered to me by order of the General 

Council." The majority of the members, even ~hose who 
possessed the eighty-seventh degree, had never heard of this 
obligation of the General Council, although they had signed 
the oath by which it \Vas recogi1ized. They were surprised, 
and, after some conference an1ong themselves, they dele
gated one of their number to ·wait upon the chief, and pro
pose to him that if he would renounce his clahn under 
this letter· of credit, they would pay him four thousand 
francs a year. This proposition, as might be expected, 
was rejected with disdain by the Grand Conservator. 
Then, thirty-three members, led by the brother Boubee, re
solved to detach themselves from the Order, and to found 
another Masonic assembly professing the same rite. With 
this object they addressed, on the 22d of May, 1851, to the 
Minister of the Interior, a petition, and. supported the san1e 
'vith the follo·wing reasons for separating themselves from 
what they styled" the supreme power of the Order of Mis-

.. raim :" 1.-The facts we have mentioned. 2.-That the 
chiefs had prepared an oath guaranteeing the payn1ent of 
a claim 'vhich was unkno\vn to the petitioners, although 
they, by subscribing to such oath, became responsible for 
the payment of this cJaim. 3.-That by virtue of the ab
solute l)Ower \vith which he pretended that he \vas in
vested, the brother Michael Bedarride not only retained all 
the n1oney received for initiations and degrees; but, con
trary to the regulations, conferred at llis own residence all 
kinds of degrees upon whoever ·would pay him the money 
den1anded for them. 4.-That ashan1ed to state they had 
been enslaved so long, they had given in their demission, 
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and formed the design of founding a lodge under the title 
of'' Grand Orient of the Valley of Egypt." 

The prayer of the petition having been refused, the thirty
three dissenters conferred ·with the brother Voury, an officer 
of the Grand Orient of France and Worshipful }..faster of 
the lodge "Jerusalem of Constance," then suspended, and 
decided to reorganize this lodge, under the title of "J erusa
len1 of the Valley of Egypt." It "ras in this manner that 
the anii-masonic sentiments which animated the chief of 
the Rite of Misraim detached fro1n that rite its valuable 
men1bers and diminished the revenues of its jurisdiction. 

The Lodge of Adoption, created from the foundation of 
the rite, ve-.1y rarely gave any sign of life. It bad been 
org-anized, '\Ve regret to say, with an entirely speculative 
object, which should have been r~pugnant to the feelings 
of the worthy and respectable ladies who, at the order of 
the' brother Bedarride, filled its offices on certain occasions. 
'rhe ladies ·who successively filled the office of Grand Mis
tress of this Lodge of Adoption are the respectable sisters 
Gabrielle Pernet, Courtois, Breano, Maxime, of the Theater 
Francais, and Block de Berthier. :-

The death of the brother Afichael Bedarride, which took 
place on the lOth February, 1856, put an end to the lacera
tion of feelings endured for · so long a time by the mem
bers who remained faithful to the rite. Feeling his end 
approaching, Michael Bedarride, by his '\vill, dated the 1st 
January, 1856, created the brother Hayere 1 Grand Con
servator of the Order; but, on the 24th January, be named 
him his representative; legatee, and successor, and, upon 
condition that he 'vould pay his debts, placed in his hands 
the letter of credit of '\Vhich we have spoken. 

By a decree of the ne\V supreme power, dated 27th 
~1arch, 1856, it was decided that they 'vould not leave, as 

1 Brother Hayere, a physician and chemist, was initiated into the Rite 
of ltfisraim on the 13th October, 1840, and created Grand }laster of the 
ninetieth degree on the 11th June, 1855. 
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a charge upon the lodges of the Rite of Misrain1, a debt,1 

styled by Brother Hayere as "accursed,'~ and 'vhich had 
caused so n1uch perjury, seeing that, 'vith the actual reve
nues of thirty years, it had not been extinguished. By 
the Geueral Council this debt was then declared extinct, 
while that body, nevel'theless, charged itself 'vith the set ... 
tlement of the debts, amounting to about $1,000, of the 
deceased chief. This decision, honorable in all its bear
ings, proves that true Masonic sentilnents animated the 
brethren of the Rite of 1fisraim. ' 

The lodges of 11israim, thus discharged from a debt 
amounting to $15,589, and a yearly tax of $1,000, were 
made easy in their finances, and their receipts enabled 
them in a few· years to pay the debt of their chief, and re
imburse gradually Brother Hayere the advances n1ade by 
him, with a generous disinterestedness upon this debt, to 
the most pressing creditors. 

The ne\v chief strove, as much as possible, to meet all 
the exigences, abolish the abuses, and introduce reforms. 
None of the numerous complaints made against tho ad
ministration of his predecessor 'vere heard, and tl1e loyal 
character of Brother Hayere guarantea us in beli~ving 
they will never be renewed so long as he controls the ad
ministration of the rite. 

But no effort that can be put forth by the new chief can 
long arrest ihe certain dissolution of this Order. The 
germs of its mortality are borne 'vi thin its boso1n; and 
when it shall descend, like its brother rite of Memphis, to 
the tomb, nothing but its total regeneration can ever rec
ommend it to the Masonic Fraternity. 

1 The debt aa recognized by the last letter of credit, amounting, in the 
month of September, 1840, to $26,358, was found, at the death of Miclutel 
Bedarride, by the excess of receipts which had been applieJ by the 
treasurer to its liquidation, and credited by M. Bedarride, to be reduced 
to $15,589. 



A CONCISE HISTORY 

OF THE 

RITE 0 F 1\I E 1\I PH IS, 

Slls"CE ITS CREATION, IN 1838, TO ITS FUSION WITH THE GRAND 

ORIENT OF FRANCE, IN 1862. 

THE Rite of Memphis, next to that of Misraim, is the 
most recent creation of ~1asonry. Its author is the brother 
l\1arconis de N egre, 'vho has copied it f1·om the Rite of 
l\1israim, to which it principally belongs. 

In a book entitled "The Sanctuary of Memphis," the 
brother Marconis, ·who therein discovers himself as the 
creator of this rite, briefly touches up its history as fol· 
lows: 

. " The Rite of :Memphis, or Oriental Rite, was carried to Europe 
by Ormes, seraphic priest of Alexandria and Egyptian sage, who 
was converted by St. ~lark, in the year 46 of Jesus Christ, and 
who purified the doctrine of the Egyptians according to the prin
ciples of Christianity. 

"The disciples of Ormes remained until 1118 sole possessors 
of the ancient wisdom of Egypt, purified by Christianity and the 
science of Solomon. This science having been communicated to 
the Templars, they were then known as Knights of Palestine, or 
Rose-Cross Brothers of the East. It is the latter who may be re
cognized as the immediate founders of the Rite of :Memphis." * * 

" The ~Iasonic Rite of ~femphis is the continuation of the mys
wries of antiquity . . It taught the first men to render homage to 

(20S) 
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the divine principle; its dogmas repose upon the principles of the 
human race ; its mission the study of wisdom, which seeks to dis
cover the secrets of nature. It is the beatific aurora of the devel
opment of reason and intelligence; it is the worship of the best 
qualities of the human heart and suppression of its vices; it is, 
finally, the echo of religious tolerance, the union of all beliefs, the 
bond that unites humanity, the symbol of the happy illusions of 
hope, preaching faith in God, who preserves, and charity, which 
blesses." 

As 'vill be seen, from what we have quoted, this rite has 
all the pretension possible to be claimed for it, in giving it 
to us as the continuation of the Inysteries of antiquity, and 
more than was ever claimed for any condi.tion of Freema
sonry. Nevertheless, its founder is the first to contradict 
his preachings by his practice; for. one of the principal du
ties of his adepts consists in being always truthful. His 
book-which is but a frame-work of absurdities invented 
by himself with the object of deceiving the credulous-willJ 
in the passages quoted and in the following, prove this: 

" The Rite of ~Iemphis is the only depository of bigh :Masonry, 
the true primitive rite, the rite par excellence. It has come down 
to us without alteration, and, consequently, is the only rite justified 
by its origin, by its constant exercise of all its rights, and by its 
constitutions, which it is impossible to revoke or doubt their au
thenticity. The Rite of 1.\'Iemphis, or Oriental Rite, is the true 
:Masonic tree, and all the . ~Iasonic systems, such as they are, are 
nothing but the branches detached from this respectable and 
highly· antique institution, whose birth took place in Egypt--the 
real depot of the principles of 1\Iasonry, written in Chaldean, and 
preserved, in the ·venerated ark of the Rite of ~Iemphis, in the 
Grand Lodge of Scotland, at Edinburgh, and in the convent of the 
lt'Iaronites, on ?.fount Lebanon." \ 

To this extract we subjoin the first article of the organic 
statutes, and by \Vhich we may judge the re~ainder: 
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"Brother JJ!a1·conis de Negre, the Gtand Hierophant, is the 
only sacred depositar·y of the traditions of this Sublim.e Order." 

After that it would be superfluous to ask what are the 
constitutions "which it is impossible to revoke, or doubt 
their authenticity;'~ or what are these precious documents, 
"written in the Chaldean language, and preserved in the 
v-enerated ark of the Rite of 11en1phis," etc. With those 
iu the Grand Lodge of. Scotland and in the convent on 
~fount Lebanon, it is simply necessary to say that, like 
those upon 'vhich the Supreme Council for France was 
founded, they never existed. ' . It is ever thus the same language, the same tactics are 
employed, by the inventors of rites, 'vherewith, during the 
last century and a half, to delude their proselytes. 

Concerning the introduction of this rite into France, the 
brother 11arconis de N egre, and, after him, some of his 
credulous• adepts, recounted that the brother Honis, a na
tive of Cairo, bad brought it from Egypt in 1814, (but 
without saying by ·whonl it bad been there communicated 
to him,) and had, 'vith the father of Brother 11arconis de 
N egre, (the brother Gabriel-1-fathe'v 11arconis,) Baron 
Dumas, and the 1farquis de ]a Roque, founded a lodge of 
·this rite at ~fontauban, on the 30th April, 1815 ; that this 
lodge had been closed on the 7th March, 1816, (they did 
not say ·why,) and that, in consequence, the archives had 

. been confided to the father of n1arconis de N egre, named 
(they did not say by whom) Grand Hierophant of the 
Order, or, otherwise, Grand D'faster. 

The incorrectness of these assertions is easily denlon
strated. Brother James Stephen 1farconis was initiated 
at Paris into the rite of Memphis on the 21st of April, 
1833. He was then t'veuty-seven years of age. He re
ceived on that day thirteen degrees ; for the ladder of 
~Iisraim is quickly mounted. In consequence of the con1-
p1aints n1ade against hirn by some of his brethren, he was 
expelled on the 27th J une, 1833. He shortly afterward 

.. 
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quitted Paris and went to Lyons, where, under the name 
of N egrc, he founded a lodge of the Rite of Misraim, under 
the style of ''Good Will," a11d of which he was the presi
dent. While occupying this position, he 'vas elevated to 
the sixty-sixth _degree by the brothers Bedarride, 'vho 'vere 
not aware that Brother N egre and Brother J. S. Marconis 
\vere one and the san1e person. In consequence of son1e 
nevv complaints addressed to the brothers Bedarri<.le, as 
chiefs of the rite, by the brethren at Lyons, Brother Mar
conis was again expelled, under the new name of N egre, · 
on the 27th May, 1838. 

After this latter expulsion, h·aving no hope of again 
being able to play any part either in the R.ite of Misraim 
or any other rite then practiced, and feeling conscious that 
he possessed much n1ore capacity to direct a lodge, or even 
a rite, than the brothers Bedan·ide, .he did as was done by 

.ILechangeur of Milan, and by the five Israelites at Charles
ton-he created a 'Masonic power. 

The ladder of Misraim, as fabricated by Lecbangeur, 
a.nd augn1ented by the addition of a few more rounds, gave 
him his Rite of ~1emphis 'vith but little labor. The 'vork 
finished, he constituted himself its chief. To give his rite 
an origin and a history was not difficult. In this depart
ment he exhibited, ho,vever, more respect for the opinions 
of mankind~ and the good sense of the Fraternity, than did 
the brother Mjchael Bedarride, 'vho, in his history of the. 
"Order of ~1israhn," was not content, as Lechangeur had 
been, with stating that this Order \vas the work of a king 
of Egypt named Misrain1, but \Vent much further for its 
origin, ev.en to God himself. Brother ~1arconis dated his 
rite from but the con1mencement of the Christian era. By 
tbis exhibition of modesty he probably expected to disarm 
inquiry, convert the credulous and religiously disposed, 
and inspire them 'vith faith in the "precious docun1ents 
"~ritten in the Chaldean language," which he announced 
were to be found in the "venc.rated ark of the Rite of 

Jl 
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lfemphis," whenever he w·ould think proper to exhibit 
those documents to their admiring gaze. 

As Brother Marconis 'vas much the superior, both in 
education and talents, of the fabricator of the Rite of 
~lisrain1, he found it very easy to vary the degrees of that 
rite, change their nan1es, and give them a signification 
sufficiently different to destt·oy the identity of theit· origin. 

To give the readet· an idea of the extravagance of this 
creation, 've will present here an extract from the constitu
tion of the Rite of Memphis: 

"The Rite of :Memphis is regulated by five Supreme Councils, 
viz.: 1. The Sanctuary of the Patriarchs, Grand Conservators of the 
Order. 2. The 1\'Iystic Temple of' Sovereign Princes of .1\Iemphis. 
3. The Sovereign General Grand Council of Grand Regulating 
Inspectors of the Order. 4. The Grand Liturgical College of 
Sublime Interpreters of 1\Iasonic Sciences and Hieroglyphics. 5. 
1.'he Supreme Grand Trib~nal of Protectors of the Order. 

"The Sanctuary is divided into three sections, viz. : 1. The 
.J.lfystic Section, in which reposes the venerated · ark of the tradi
tions. 2. The Emblematic, Scientific, and 1'/dlosophic Sections ; 
and, 3. The Governing Section. 

" The 1\'Iystic Section, in which are to be found the traditions, 
rituals, documents, instructions, and general archives, etc., is com
posed of the Grand Hierophant and his organ. 

" The Emblematic, Scientific, and Philosophic Section is com
posed of seven lights, viz.: 1. The Grand Hierophant, Sublime 
l\faster of Light, (Brother ~Iarconis.) 2. The organ of the 
Grand· Hierophant. 3. The Grand 1\Iaster, Pres~dent ~f the 
Sanctuary, (particular executive of the Order.) 4. The Gran<l 
~faster, President of the l\Iystic 1.'emple (general executive.) 5. 
The Grand Master, President of the Sovereign Grand General 
Council. 6. The Grand 1\Iaster, President of the Grand Liturgi
cal College. 7. The Grand l\1aster, President of the Supreme 
Grand Tribunal. 

''This Section exercises no authority in the government of the 
Order, its action being purely doctrinal and magist~rial/' 
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It might be readily believed that such an organizatiou 
as the above might be sufficient to regulate the uft~1irs of 
an Asian or Afeican En1pire, comprising millions of hun1an 
beings. l{idicule will, therefore, be pushed to its utmos;t 
when it is known that this forn1idable construction was 
organized to govern an association of n1en '"·ho are believed 
to be devoted to the development of their reas6n and in
telligence, and to the study of wisdom. 

After having completed the rituals of his rite, in 1838, 
Brother Marconis presented himself in Belgium as the suc
cessor of his father in the high office of Grand Ilierophant, 
and ·entered into some negotiations to establish his rite. 
He then returned to Paris, where, under the name of ~far
con is Letuillart, he succeeded in enrolling some isolated 
brethren, and, \vith them, organizing a lodge which he 
named " Disciples of l\1emphis ;'' anu, on the 2~d ~larch, 
1838, he organized a Grand Lodge, under the title of 
" Osiris," to which was intrusted the direction of all the 
operative lodges which he hoped he might establish. On 
the 23d 11ay, 1839, he organized a chapter of "Philadel
phics," and on the 29th February, 1840, the lodge "Sages 
of Heliopolis." 

On the 7th April, 1839, he published his organic stat
utes, and organized t\vo lodges in Brussels. 

In1n1ediately following the organization of, his first lodge 
in Paris, the brothers Bedarride \Vrote the prefect of 
police, infor1ning that officer that Brother nfarconis had 
been twice expelled, for malfeasance, from the Rite of 
Misraim, and requesting that he be prohibited from en
gaging in ~fasonic labors thereafter in that city. The pre
fect not having immediately con1plied \vith their den1and, 
on the 2d November they issued a circular, 'varning their 
lodges and councils against Brother Marcouis, and stating 
the reasons of his duplicate expulsion. Thereupon the 
police visited the lodges organized by Brother ~1arconis; 
but it 'vas not until the 17th 11n.y, 1840, that permission to 

, 
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assemble their membership " .. as refused h1m; and, \Vithout 
any reason being assigned,. those lodges had to suspend 
their meetings. 

From that time Brother ~Iarconis devoted his attention 
to ~Iasonic literature. 1 

Favored by the political events of 1848, Brother ~farco 
nis ]abored to revive his lodges in Pai·id, and succeeded in 
reorganizing, in 1849, three of them, and afterward a coun 
cil and chapter; but the lodges \Vhich he had established 
in Belgium refused resurrection.2 • 

Du t·iug the short time l3rother Marcon is de N egrc-for 
it is under this name he is best kno\vn-maintained his 
lodges in activity, he followed the example of the brothers 
Bedarride, and obtained adherents among the mem hers of 
the Grand Orient and the Supreme Council, \vho, although 
remaiuing attached to these bodies, e.ccepted of him diplo
mas conferring upon them the high degrees of J\1ernpbis. 

Finding that his rite was not obtaining any consistence 
at Paris, Brother ~Iarconis repaired, in 1850, to Loudon, 
in the hope there to find son1e person disposed to accept 
its distinctions; and, not without considerable effort, he 
succeeded in establishing a lodge, under the title of "The 
Sectarians of ~1enes," which was instituted on the 16th 
July, 1851, {tnd which \vas charged with the responsibili
ties of a Supreme Council for the British isles. Brother 

1 The principal works published by Brother 1,{arconis (de Negre) are: 
"The Sanctuary of }fern phis," "The Hierophant," "The }fystic Sun/' 
"The :Mystic Temple," and "The Masonic Pantheon." As explanatory 
of the symbols and principles of Masonry, these works have undisputa
ble Yalue; but as history they are worthless,. being principally drawn 
from the imagination of their author. 

'In common with ail other fabricators of rites, Brother }farconis sold, 
to all who offered to buy them, his constitutions with which to establish 
Jodges, chapters, councils, grand lodgei, etc. It was by these constitu
tions, and in this manner, that l1is rite was made known and established 
at a few poiu~ on the continent of Europe, and in New York. 

14 
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J. P. Berjean was nominated Grand ~faster of it, and rep
resentative of the Grand Rier~phant. 

The accusations which, in 1850, dissolved the new Na
tional Grand JJodge of France, equally affected the lodges 
of the Rite of Memphis, anti, for a second time, caused 
their suspension. lienee, Brother ~1arconis, finding his 
lvfasonic nctivity completely paralyzed in France, 'vas, in a 
manner, forced to transmit the government of his rite to 
the lodge at London, as the principal authority extant; 
and, on the 30th November, 1853, in accordance 'vith this 
arrangen1ent, Brother J. P. Bet:jean ·was solemnly installed 
"Grand Master of Light" of the new n1ystic tenlp]e and 
General Grand Council, and, at the san1e time, as organ of 
the Grand Hierophant. 

Starting ·with but thirty members, the ]abors of these 
were sufficiently arduous, when devoted to the adn1iuistra
tion of so extensive a forn1 of governrnent as the rite of 
Brother 1\fa.rconis required; but this Grand Lodge soo11 
found its ranks freely recruited fron1 an1ong t11e political 
refugees who, about this tin1e, sought England as a place 
of safety. Sul'!h a class, ho,vever, possessell few of the ele
ments suitable to ha1·moniously carry on the \York of the 
rite, and it was soon found necessary to dissolve the lodge: 
Brother Marconis hbnself considering it })rodent to an
nounce that he had retired from all participation in its la
bors, and, consequently, that he declined all responsibility 
for its actions. 

These circumstances, so little conducive to the success 
of the Rite of Memphis, induced Brother ~1arconis; by the. 
aid of the author of this 'York, to propose, in 1852, to the 
Grand Orient, its a.ffiliation of the lodges of Memphis. 
This proposition being refuseu, Brother ~1arconis there
upon ceas~d all further effort on behalf of the lodges of his 

, rite, and confined his labors to the publication of his many 
Masonic books. 

Having for some time meditated a voyage to Ameriea, 
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Brpther ~farconis de N egre, in 1860, embarked for that 
country, an<l, on the 14th July of that year, organized at 
Troy, i11 the State of N e\V York, a lodge, under the title of 
"Disciples of ~fen1phis," and of which Brother Durand, a 
professor of languages, was nominated Grand ~faster. 

After the publication of the circular of the 30th April, 
1862, add1·essed by the Grand ~faster, 11arshal l\fagnan, 
to the dissenting ~fasons of France, Brother ~Iarconis 
solicited, in the name of one of his suspended lodges, (the 
"Sectarians of !Ienes,") his affiliation with the Grand 
Orient of France. This request 'vas complied ".,.ith, and, 
on the 18th October, 1862, this lodge \vas forma1ly installed 
by commissioners appointed for that purpose by the Grand 
Orient. On the 30th December following, a sin1ilar action . 
took place with the lodge "Disciples of }femphis." 

Thus despoiled of its government, Hs councils, and of 
all its peculiar attributes, the Rite of ~femphis finds itself 
transformed into, at best, the Scottish Rite, as recognized 

· by the Grand Orient; and yet, by a strange anomaly, the 
lodges which we have named have been permitted to re
tain the name of practicing the Rite of Men1phis. Other
wise, for the honor of 1fasonry, we ~onsider the work of 
Brother Marconis extinct in France, and we trust that 
\vherever else it exists it may shortly be consigned to the 
tomb of its race. 



A CONCISE HISTORY 

OF THE 

ORIGIN OF ALL THE RITES FOR HIGH DEGREES, 

INTRODUCED INTO FREEMASONRY FROl\1 1736. TO THE 

PRESENT TIME. 

FREEMASONRY, after its transformation at London, in 
1717, from a partly n1echanical and partly philosophical 
institution to one purely moral and philosophic, retained 
the three traditional degrees of Apprentice, Fellow Craft, and 
Master Mason; and all the lodges organized since that time, 
as well by the Grand Lodge of London· as by the Grand 
Lodges of Scotland and Ireland, have been so constituted, 
and have never conferred any other than the three sym
bolic degrees above named, and which constitute the Rite 
of the Ancie~t Free and Accepted Masons of England
the only true traditional11asonry. 

It was not until the partisans of the Stuarts had come 
to France, in the suite of the P1·etender, that English 
Masonry was denatut·alized by them, and used as a cloak 
to cover their revolutionary projects. 

The desire to restore the fa1nily of the Stuarts to the 
throne of England, and thus to favor the interes.ts of 
Ron1an Catholicism, ·suggested to the partisa,ns of that 
fan1ily and those interests the idea of forn1ing secret asso
ciations, . by which to carry out their plans; and it 'vas 
with this object that they obtained entrance ·into the Ma
sonic lodges on the continent. 

(212) 
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They commenced in France, through the agency of one 
of their most eminent emissaries, the Doctor, Baron of 
Ramsay,! to spread a rite of five degrees 'vhich they had 
vainly endeavored to n1ake acceptable in London. This 
Doctor or Baron of Ramsay, bet\veen the years 1736 and 
J 738, augmented this rite by the addition of t\vo degrees, 
nnd then called it "Scottish," because, as he maintained, 
it proceeded from a powerful ~fasouic authority in Scot
land. lie delivered to the proselytes, whom he had 
known himself to have made in France, personal consti
tutions or patents, emanating fron1 a self-styled chapter of 
~fa sons sitting at Edinburgh. This chapter 'vas composed 
of partisans of the Stuarts, 'vho had constituted them
selYes into a Masonic author·tty before the Grand Lodge 
of Scotland existed, ·with the sole object of forwarding 
the projects of the uncro\vned princes. According to the 
Baron of Ramsay, and other emissaries, this chapter alone 
possessed the true science of J\fasonry, which science, as 

1 Baron Ramsay was converted to the Roman ·catholic religiou by 
Fenelon, and afterward became pJ::eceptor at Rome to the son of the 
dethroned king, James III. He came to France in 1728. After having 
failed in London in his attempt to organize, in the interests of the 
Stuarts, a new ]r:fasonry calculated to annihilate the influence of the 
Grand Lodge of London, he addressed himself to a like work in France, 
and presented himself in Paris, furnished with powers from a :Masonic 
authority repre~:~ented to be sitting at Edinburgh. It was not until about 
1 i36 that he appears to have succeeded in establishing in some lodges 
his r-<>litical system. 

It is true that Lord Derwentwater, and also Lord Harnwester, who 
succeeded each other as the first Grand }:lasters of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge of France, were also partisans of the Stuarts; but they do not 
appear to have been initiated into the revolutionary projects of the 
Jesuits, as was Doctor Ramsay; for it was not until after their departur 
for England-where both perished on the scaffold, victims of their at
tnchment to the Pretender-that Baron Ram~ay introduced his system 
among the lodges. vVhile Lord Derwentwater was Grand Master of 
the Provincial Grand Lodge of France, in 1729, Baron Ram~ay filled the 
office of orator. He died in 17 i3, aged fifty-seven, at St. Germain-en· 
Lay e. 
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was apparent from the history of it which they bad es
tablished, had been created by Godft·ey de Bouillon. \Ve 
have no account of any of the chapters founded by Baron 
Ramsay, and tl1ey do not appear to have been of n1uch 
importance; but, in 1743; another partisan of the Stunrts 
founded at Marseilles a lodge of" St. John 0f Scotland," 
with eighteen degrees, \Yhich subsequently took the title 
of Scottish Mother Lodge of France, and constituted n1any 
lodges in Provence, and even some in the Levant. An
other system, probably Ran1say's, \vas established at Lyons 
by a partisan of the Stuarts, and afterwards \Vorked by the 
Jesuits. 

It \Vas not, however, until after Charles Ed,va.rd Stuart. 
born at Rome, the son of the Pretender, had been ini
tiated, and had founded, by a charter granted by lt imself~ 
as patron, a chapter of high degrees at Arras; in 1747, 
under the title of "Scottish Jacobite 11asonry," that the 
lodges to \vhich \Yere attached high degrees increased in 
France. At Toulouse, in 1748, an attache of tbe Pre
tender, named Lockhart, organized a chapter which prac
ticed a rite of nine degrees, under the nan1e of ''Faithful 
Scots." In 1766 another adherent constituted the n1other 
lodge of the county \T enaissin, in Avignon, \vhich, in its 
turn, in 1776, organized the "Grand Lodge of the Philo
sophic Rite in Paris," and then united itself ·with that 
Grand Lodge. , 

Another partisan of the Stuarts, the Chevalier Bonne
ville, one of the most zealous emissm·ies of the Jesuits
under the patronage of the Chapter of Clermont, "·hich 
was, in 1754, created by the Jesuits of the College (Con
vent) of Clermont 1-org-anized several chapters, and ·which, 
for the purpose of more fu11y \vorking this system of ~fa
sonry, they installed in a magnificent locality, outside the 
walls of Paris, called N e\V France. In 1756, these chap-

1 It was in tbis coll('ge that the Pretender lived for many years. 
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ters elnborated a ne~.,. 1Iasonic system, which they styled 
"Strict Observance ''-nu ar1·angcment which bas been 
wrongly attributed to the Chevalier Bonneville, he b~ing, 
with others, nothing more than one of its n1ost zealous 
propagators in France, while a person nameJ Stark acted 
in a like capacity in Germany, behveen 1756 and 1758. 

An extravagant and an1bitious man named Pil'let, the 
presiding officer of a lodge in Paris, and who had recog- · 
nized the true authorship of these uew nfasonic systems, 
sought their injury, if not destL·uction, by the creation of 
an opposing system. For this purpose, in 1757, by the aid 
of son1e ~fasons to whom he in1parted his knowledge, he 
created a chapter of "Knights of the East." Not n1eeting 
with the success he had expected, he concluded to accept 
the office of propagator of a new rite elaborated by the 
Jesuits at Lyons, with a scale of twenty-five degrees, and 
to 'vhich was giveu the pompous title of "En1perors ot 
the East and \Vest, Sovereign Prince }.-fasons." The 
propagators of this rite announced to their proselytes that 
it 'vas the n1ost elevated of all n.1asonry practiced iu the 
East, and from 'vheuee it had been imported to France. 
This was the rite subsequently called "Perfection, or Har
odotn.'' PirlP-t, dit·ected secretly by the Jesuits, who \vere 
not seen in the nutnagement, gave, like all the propaga
tors, inventors, and in1porters of rites, 'vho 1nuke of them 
a species of property, a fabulous origin to this new rite; 
and several officers and members of the Grand Louge of 
France 'vere initiateu, though bound by an oath, under its 
constitution, not to recognize any degrees as ~fasouic ex
cept those of their Grand Lodge, which consisted of the 
three syn1bolic degrees alone. These initiates becarne 
officers of the "Council of Emperors of the East aud 
\Vest, Sovereign Prince 1fasons ;" a.nd it 'vas this council 
that, iu 1761, delivered to Stephen Morin a pateut 'vhere
with to enable him to propagate the rite in America. This 
Rite of Perfection, of tweLty-five degrees, was propagated 
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in Gern1any by the officers of the arn1y of Broglie .. but · 
more particularly by the Marquis of Berny, a :b""'rench ~en
tleman, and his deputy Rosa, a Lutheran priest, who in a · 
short time organized seventeen lodges of the rite in the 
States-general, or parliament of the country. This rite 
infiltrated itself, in this 1nanner, into the Grand I,odge at 
the 'l'hree Globes in Berlin; and when the king, Freder
ick the Great., ·who had been Grand Master of this lodge 
from 1744 to 1747, 'vas advised of this fact by one of the 
officers of the lodge, his minister of war, he 'vas so en
raged that he manifested his discontent by a great oath. 
!\1any of the Grand Lodges of Gern1auy, and those of 
Hamburg and Switzerland moee particularly, who for a 
long tin1e resisted the adtnission of these innovations, 
closed and became dissolved after the high degrees had 
insinuated themselves an1ong and into their constituent 
lodges. But these degrees were not always so ·successful 
in their object to destroy primitive Masonry; for as soon 
as, by pushing inquiry, it was · found fron1 "'hence they 
bad emanated, and their source discovered to be in1pure, 
they fell into disrepute and conteznpt. 

It was thus that this Rite of Perfection becan1e unpopu
lar in Paris in 1780, and unable to sustain jtself, and its 
n1ernbership obliged to unite their scattered fragn1ents 
into a chapter of" Knights of the East "-the rite created 
by Pirlet. Notwithstanding this union, however, so lo'v 
l1ad the reputation of the possessors of these degrees fallen, 
that they ·were forced to recruit their ranks and the mem
bership of this chapter from a1nong any persons 'vho could 
pay them the priee of their degrees. Such action, per
sisted. in, caused the death of this chapter, but not 'vith
out leaving some unhappy traces of its labors; for Vl.rhile 
some of its metnbers endeavored to organize a General 
Grand Chapter of the Rite of Pet~fection for France, others 
becan1e discontented, discordant, and, in this condition of 
mind, became willing assistants of De Grasse-Tilly, ·who, 
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in 1804, arriYed in Paris from St. Domingo, bearing a 
pnteJlt fl~om a Supreme Council sitting at Chat~leston, em
powering him to organize a council of a rite of thirty-three 
degrees, and, by the aid of such maleontents, he did or- · 
ganize the "Snpreme Council for France of Sovereign 
Grauel Inspectors General of the 33d and last degree of 
the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite." 

It will be easily perceived that., ?.t an early stage of its 
popularity, the Jesuits found Freemasonry an institution 
they "'"ould have to use or destroy. Finding it impossible 
to use it, they concluded to destroy it; and to do so, they 
adopted the plan of inventing and propagating rites and 
high degrees calculated to confuse a correct knowledge of 
its history, and create discords and dissatisfaction among 
its members. As creators of these rites and degrees, they 
freely, thr·ough their partisans and emissaries, disposed of 
patents and constitutions which empowered the holders 
not only to organize bodies of men whon1 they might 
initiate into these degrees, but to sell to any person so 
initiated other patents and constitutions empowering them 
to do the same. In this manner the very object desired 
by these Jesuitical inventors was attained in a ~ultiplied 
result; for a rivalry sprang up between these opposite 
authorities, 'vho soon found that the best recommendation 
for their wares was au increase in their variety; and to 
give such variety it was necessary to fabricate additional 
degrees and additional rites, which they might offer, as 

/ 

something entirely ne,v, to satisfy the eager appetite ex-
hibited, and which they appeased in restaurants and tav· 
erns, and wherever they could find a purchaser. By ref
erence to our hi~tory of Freemasonry in :.France about this 
time, {1736 to 1772,) the reader will perceive how com
pletely the object desired by the Jesuits 'vas efiected. 
"Confusion 'vorse confounded" reigned atnong the Fra
ternjty-false titles, antedated constitutions, charges of 
fraud well sustained, and even exhibitions of violence, 
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characterized the Masonic institution, and the civil gov
ernment had to interfere to prevent ·worse results. It was 
during this period that there n1ight be seen systems called 
Masonic aud ne'v degrees bursting almost daily into the 
1igl1t-systems incoherent., crude, and unfledged, l1aving 
nothing to recommend them save their very dre~uny or 
mystieal tendency-the ·work of fabricators, w·ho cared for 
no vo'v or obligation, but sought only to dispose of their 
trumpery and valueless commodities. 

These combinations, the "'ork of such impostors and 
political hucksters, produced, in about tweuty yca.rs, such 
a result of doubt and uncertainty, that scarcely any one 
could Jeterm1ue which of the nun1erous pretending bodies 
was the true or legitimate Masonic authority in France. 
Yet, notwithstanding the confusion they had thus created, 
the Jesuits had accon1plishe<l but one of theit' designs, viz., 

\ 

denaturalizing and bringing into disrepute the 11asonic 
institution. l{n,ving succeeded, as they believed, in de
stroying it in one forn1, they were determined to use it 
in another. 

With this deter1nination they arranged the system styled 
'' Clerkship of the Tetnp1ars," an amalgamation of the 
different b istot·ies, events, and charactea·istics of the cru
sades, n1ixed 'vith the reveries of the alchemists. In this 
combination Catholicism governed all, and the whole fab
rication moved upon 'vheels representing the geeat object ,. 
for which the "Society of Jesus" " ras organized. The 
emissaries, De BonneYi11e, in France, and Professor Harck, 
in Germany, 'vere imn1ediately engaged in the disse111ina
tion of this system; but, iu consequence of the very condi
tion of disrepute then enjoyed by Masoury in that country, 
the emissary for France had little if any success. 

\Vith theit· knowledge of the human heart, the Jesuits 
brought into this system a series of infet·ior degrees proper 
to engage the curiosity of the neophyte, and assu1·e them· 
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selves of his unlimited obedience. Beyond all else, this 
condition of unlirniteu obedience ·was always exacted be
fore the advancernent pt·onlised to the ne\v revelations of 
yet higher degrees was accot·ded. In this manner \vere 
the brethren decoyed a"'ny fnnn the pure an<l simple doc
trine of English Freenlusont·y, to tht·ow theit· ai<l nu<l in 
f1 uen_ce into the object of enlat·ging J esuiticnl i nflueuce, by 
the hope of gaining ten degrees of exaltation abo,·e their 
fellows. In order further to assure themselves of the faith 
of their adepts, aud to strike deeper the roots of that 
faith in to the soH of their spirits, the doctrine of obedience to 
unknown superiors \vas advanced, nud the chiefs directed to 
comn1unicate the real plans to none but those '"hon1 they 
should initiate into the last and highest degree of the 
systen1. 

As the monastic institution and ecclesiastic t~ndcncy 
of this false Masoni~y could not adapt itself to the feelings · 
of all \vhom they desired to influence, they next resoh·ed 
to ct·eate another associatiou, much more extended, and 
which \Vould be susceptible of establishment ih Protestant 
countries. The project succeeded better than any or ail 
the others. It 1vas this system sty Jed "St~·ict OLsernutce" 
that, originating, like all the others created by the Jesuits, 
in their College of Clermont at Paris, 'vas tt·ansported to 
Gennany, and there propagated by the Baron of IIund, 
and other emissaries, instruments of the Jesuits, but igno
rant of being such. The fundan1ental belief connected 
·with this systen1, as enterta-ined by those propngatoPs, was, 
that" the ~1asouic fraternity is nothing but a conti:.uation 
of the Order of Knights Templar, propagated by members 
of this Ot·der while sheltered from pet·sec:ution iu the fast
nesses of Scotland." Otherwise the propagatot~s of this 
system held forth to and inuulged their proBelytes in the 
dangerous hope of gaining possession of the riches and 
property of the Ot·der of Knights Templar, confh;cated hy 
"'\ ' 
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Philip the Fair and his abettors, after the execution of 
Jacques de ~1olay. 

To have the system correspond, as much as possible, 
with its hierarchical object, the country over 'vhich they 
expected their Order to reign was divided into nine prov
inces, viz.: 1. Lower Germany, consisting of Poland and 
Prussia; 2. Auvergne; 3. "\Vestcrn France; 4. Italy and 
Greece; 5. Durgundy and Switzerland; 6. Upper Ger
many; 7. Austria and Lombardy; 8. Russia; and 9. 
Sweden. 

The governing Grand Lodge of the system was estab
lished at Brunswick, and vvas to be ostensibly directed by 
the Duke of Brunswick, but who really was but the 
mouth-piece of the "unknown superiors." Each province 
had its heermeister, or general, a provincial chapter, n1any 
priories, prefectures, an<J.. con1manderies-nan1es and estab
lislnnents belonging to the Ancient ·Order of Knights 
Te1nplar; while the three degrees of St. John uniformly 
comprised the Freen1asonry, properly so called, of the 
lodges governed by a Meister vom Stuhl, or "\V.orshipful 
1faster, and six officers. 

The system of" Strict Observance" was so called because 
of the severe n1onastic subordination 'vhich it enjoined, in 
contradistinction with the liberal system of English origin, 
styled "Observance at Large;" and, under the notorious 
nonsense of alchemy, mysticism, and the mysteries of the 
R.ose Cross, 'vhich 'vere by its n1embers professed, this 
"Strict Observance" system for a long time hid the secret 
intentions and objects of its

1 
unkno\vu ·chiefs. In Ger

many, howev~r, both clerical and secular systems remained 
under secret direction until 1772, 'vhen dissatisfaction and 
dissensions having taken place, the King of Prussia or
dered the union of the t\Yo systems, and, after 1767, the 
clerical system had place but in the seventh province, viz., 
Austria and Lotnbardy. 

The excessive extravagance of enthusiasm with which 
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the Ten1plar system \\"as regarded speedily abated, as soon 
as the unknown superiors " ret·e identified. Suspicion en
gendered investigation, and investigation elicited the fact 
that these " unknown superiors" 'vere no other than lead
ing J esnits and partisans of the Stuart interest. Up to 
this time the Baron of Hund hilnself seen1s to have been 
a victin1 of the general deception. 

Thereafter the Jesuits, unmasked in the persons of their 
. chiefs, and deceived in their hopes, appear to have 1·etired 

frotn the field; for \Ve hear -no more about the "unknown 
superiors." It was then that the investigation began to 
be seriously directed to the consideration of how far this 
"Strict Observance" system departed from the spirit and 
principles of the lodges '\Vorking under the system of the 
Grand Lodge of England, and " ·hich latter had been con
temptuously represented by the Jesuits as the bastard 
offspring of the working corporations of the middle ages. 
This investigation ·was not confined to Germany, but ex .. 
tended throughout the country occupied by the Ten1plar 
system's. The general inquiry seemed to be whether these 
systen1s were charged " .. ith any abstract science, or any 
doctrines of a purely moral or secret character, relating to 
art, history, or to the sciences generally. The French 
Templar lodges met at Lyons, in 1778, in a convent, and 
undet·took the total revision of their systen1, from which 
resulted a· ne'v plan of constitution. This advance move
ment gave an impulse to the German lodges, and induced 
them, in their turn, to examine the entire Templar system, 
and to manifest a disposition to return to the ~fasonry of 
England, in case their investigation should develop the 
improper tendencies of which this hierarchical system had 
been accused. 

The Duke Ferdinand of Brunswick, who, in 1772, \Vas 

chosen General Grand ~faster of all the " Strict Observ
ance" lodges, seriously occupied himself with this investi
gation; and, for this purpose, having called, in 1772, the 
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Congress of Kohlo, and, in 1775, that at Brunswick, with
out eliciting any satisfactot·y result, he yielded to the 
views expressed by many Gern1an ]odges, and, in 1782, 
convoked a thit·d congress at vVilheln1sbad, to 'vhich he 
invited all the Freemasons of Europe. 

The first assembly of this congress took place on the 
16th July, 1782. All the Grand officers of all the prov
inces of the Temp1ar systen1, and delegates from all their 
lodges were present, as also many delegates of other rites 
then extant in Germany and France. After thirty sit-• 
tings, none of the questions upon the origin, uoctrines, 
etc.,1 had been resolved in a satisfactory n1anner; 'vhen, 
finally, upon the proposition of the French delegates of 
the Templur S)~sten1 from the province of Burgundy, the 
views of the congress 'vere thus expressed: 
, "11odern Freemasons are not only not the true success
ors of the Knights Templar, but, as worthy recipients of 
the three symbolic degrees, they can not be." 

Notwithstanding this decision, ho,vever, the assembly 
decided that a lecture, giving a synopsis of the history of 
the Templar Order, should be added to, and incorporated 
with, the last degree of syn1bolic Freen1asonry. 

\V c should have remarked that the exterior organization 
of the Ten1plar system, 'vhich established union and har
mony among the parts of this system, \vas 'vorked with 
care, and conformably to a vast plan. The jnterior ties, 
founded upon the position of the employes and the pre
rogatives of the chapters, composed a powerful baud. The 
'vhole might be assin1ilated to a system of nerves extend
ing fron1 a central organ of life-which, in this case, 'vas 
the convent of Clermont-to the most distant periphery of 
the organism, to communicate movement to all parts of 
the body, and to bring up to a general and common con
science, as it 'vere, the impressions received, and the ob-

1 See these questions in the historical notice of J,fasonic conveutions. 
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servations made, by each part, wherever situated, outside 
of the great center. 

~ 

After the congress of Wilhelmsbad had changed the 
Templar system, they baptized their n1odification of it 'vith 
the natne of "R.efined Scottish Rite," a name as improper, 
bow·ever, as that which it di"splaced. At first, this ne·w 
rite was not adopted but by the lodges of the province of 
Burgundy, and it was not until after the lapse of some 
years that it extended elsewhere. ~fany of the Gern1au 
operative lodges, and even several grand lodges, aban
doned completely the system of high degrees, and retnrned, 
in great part, to the simple fortns qf English Masonry. The 
Provincial Grand Lodges of :B.,rankfort and of \v ctzlar, 
who ct·eated the Eclectic Rite, of three degrees, '\Yere the 
ouly Gt·and Lo<lges \Vhich radically adopted the reform, 
all the other Grand Lodges having retained some frag
ments of the high degrees. In this manner, .the system of 
"Strict of Observance" or'' Templar System," transformed 
to the "H.efiued Scotti:>h Rite," existed for a long time 
in Germany and }.,ranee, under the natne of Scottish ~fa
sonry, with a more or less number of degrees constituti~g 
the rite, and there may be found at the present day 
son1e lodges in Belgiun1 still practicing it. 

Iu France, ueither the National Grand Lodge nor the 
Grand Orient were successful in striving with the high 
degrees, \Vhich they had both anathenuttized, ~eeing that 
ueither of these grand bodies practiced but the three sym
boHc degrees. 'l'he Grand Louge always remained faith
ful to its principles; but the Grand Ot·ient, on the con
trary, sought connection ,,·ith the lodges professing the 
high degrees, and finally, in 1786, arranged a rite of seven 
degL·ees, which it ealle<l the French Hite, and by n1eaus of 
which it hoped, but in vain, to suppress the other high 
degree systems. 

Thus, as \Ve have shown, it resulted that, apart from 
the two Ternplar systems created by the ,Jesuits for their 
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own purposes, an infinite number of rites 'vere produced, 
for quite as unworthy purposes, the names of nu:tny of 
which will be found at the close of this chapter. 

These rites, it is true, had but a short existence. 11ost 
of them were changed after the congress of Welhelmsbad, 
or disappeared during the revolution; but they, neYerthe-
ess, lat·gely contributed1 to the disrepute into which Free

masonry had fallen in the latter pat·t of the eighteenth 
century, and the results of ·which condition remain to be 
contended with to the present day. 

It is, however, but just to mention here one exception 
among the crowd of extravagant and anti-masonic rites, 
that of the "Philaletes," created in 1773, in the lodge of 
"United Friends," at Paris, by the 'brethren Savalette of 
Langes, Court of Gibelin, and the at·cheologist Lenoir, who, 
to approach nearer to the English Rite, had abolished all 
distinctions of rlegrees,1 and proposed as their object the 
perfection of Inan, and his nearest approach to the Great 
Being fron1 whom he emanated. It was by these" Phila
letes" that there were convoked at Pat·is the t"'O conYen
tions of 1785 and 1787, and at ·which the founders just 
named exhibited so remarkably the true philosophy of 
~1asonry. 

\Vherever Masonry 'vas introduced prior to 1750, \vhether 
in Germany, Sweden, Deurnark, Russia, Prussia, Poland, 
Turkey, Italy, S\vitzerland, Spain, Portugal, or An1erica, 
there 'vas not produced the slightest collision, nor could 
there be so long as the three degrees of the English Rite 
alone Vt~ere practiced, and a unity of purpose in the ~fa
sonic system by such practice preserved. But as soon as 
this unity 'vas destroyed in Fra.nce, in the manner \ve have 

1 In that celebrated lodge the Nine Sisters, founded in 1776, and in 
wbicb had been initiated Voltaire, Helvetius, Lalande, Court . of Gibe
lin, Benjamin Franklin, etc., no desire has ever been ex.pressed for the 
attainment of any degree above that of ])fas~er :1-Iason. (See lffa8onic 
Oxthodoxy, by Ragon, p. 111.) 

• 
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sholnl, by the introduction of high degrees, and political 
objects as well as mercenary tendencies began to charac
terize our beautiful institution, the suspicions of the gov
ernments ·were aroused, and i.nq niry provoked prohibitions 
the most severe, even under pain of death, against assem
blies of Fr·eemasons.1 

Since the beginning of the present century, the princi
pal rites created have been the Ancient and Accepted 
Scottish Rite, the Rite of 1vlisraim, and the Rite of ~{em
phis. The origin and history of these rites having been 
given in previous chapters of this ·work devoted thereto, 
it. is unnecessary to say any thing further about them in 
this one. Regarding som~ t\VO or three others, however, 
as 'voethy of notice, \Ve will mention them: 

1. The Order of ~.fodern Tetnplars, constituted the 4th , 
of November, 1804, by virtue of an old con~titution 2 found 
in the possession of a brother, and according to ·which the 
founders afterw·ard pretended to be the legitimate sncces
sors of the Knights of the Temple. This association at-

\ 

1 lt is in great part, if not entirely, to the introduction of the high de-
grees, whose history so far we have just recorded, that the numerous 
literary attacks, from which Freemasonry has so greatly suffered during 
the latter half of the last century, are due. The works of Luchet, of 
Robison, the Abbe Barrue1, Payard, Cadet-Gassecourt the Abbe Lefranc, 
and many others, would probably have never seen the light, Lad not 
~Masonry become adulterated with objects as improper as they were un
suited to mix with its principles, while preserved in the fervor and faith 
of their primitive simplicity. The writers named, not being able to dis
tingnit:ih the true from the false, endeavored to involve all in a common 
ruin, and for a time they were successful. " Resurgam," however, is 
written upon every page of truth immortal; and no more fitting frout 
for the emblazonment of this glorious motto has ever been afforded than 
that presented to#day by English Freema~onry. 

1 This constitution was written in Latin, and its object is thus expressed: 
"To reeRtaLlish the Order of the true successors of the Knights of the 
'I' em ple, in its primitive purity, as it had been instituted by .Hugh de 
Payen, in 1118, and in accordance with the laws of 1605, under the 
Grand l.Iastership of :Montmorency, etc." 

15 
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tained h1 France some degree of stability. The brother 
Fabre-Palaprat, a distinguished physician, became, under 
the assurned name of "Bernard Raymond," the first GrarHl 
}t!aster. Aft.er his death, which occurred on the J 8th of 
February 1838, the "Order of the Temple" met, at a con· 
vent, in general assembly, and voted itself a ne\v constitu· 
tion and hnvs; and, on the 13th of January, 1841, the 
members united in the election of Sir Sidney Sn1ith to 
the office of Grand }..faster. lie subsequently took the 
title of Regent of the 0l'der; and this, so far as we are 
aware, was the last manifestation of this last pa1·ody on 
the Ot·der of Knights of the Temple, as in 1843 no traee 
of it could be found iu France.1 

2. The "Rite of Rigid Observers," created in 1819, by 
seven officers of the Grand Orient of France/ with the ob
ject of bringing F1·eemasonry back to its primitive purity 
and sirnplicity, by re-establishing the modern English 

1 It was hy members of this "association" that Knight Templarism, 
as known in America-comprising the three degrees, viz: Knigl1t of the 
Red Cross, Knight Templar, and Knight of Malta-was introduced into 
the United Stntea in 1808, and which degrees now compose the highest 
grades of the American l\fasonic system. Delegates from seven Encamp
ments of Knights Templar, and one Council of Red Cross-none of 
'\vhich were located south or weat of New York-organized in ~ ew York 
city, on the 20th of Ju~e, 1816, a General Grand. Encampment for the 
United States. At this assembly, lion. De Witt Clinton, of New York, 
was elected General Grand l\faster, and Thomas Smith W ehb, Esq., of 
Boston, his Deputy. On account of the conservative Hfand then tak~n 
by the few brethren representing thi8 Order at that time in America, it 
has, during the half a century now drawing to its close, kept euitable 
pace with the other divisions of the American :M:asonic system, and at
tained to a degree of popularity it would not, probably, if left to stand 
alone, or to stumble against th.ose other divisions. This, and t11e addi· 
tiona) reason that the American mind is notably Christian and spiritual 
in its tendencies and aspirations, will continue to accord to the Order of 
Knights Templa.r, as a Christian attachment to the Masonic Institution, 
.the full meed of value to which it may be entitled.-·fRAXSLATOR. 

1 Renon, Borie, Cail1e, Delaroche, Geneux, Pages, and Vassal 
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Rite. Notwithstanding their position and their talents, 
these brethren failed iu their project., for no other reason, 
we belie\·e, than that they had neither decorations nor 
pon1pous titles to otleJ~ to their adepts. 

3. The '' l~ite of Uuitarian ~Iasonry," adopted by the 
National Gt·and Lodge of France, after its organization, in 
1848. This 1odge~ not to "~ound the susceptibility of its' 
men1bership, by this title denominated the syrnbolic rite 
of three degrees. N ot-\Yithstanding its tenderness in th ia 
respect, however, it had no better fortune than the preced
ing rite, as the N atioual Grand Lodge of France expired 
in 1851. 

After this succinc_t exposition of the history of the prin
cipal systetns fot~ high degrees, we hope that the good 
sense of the brethreu, who are -yet partisans of these high 
degrees, 'vill induce them to regard thetu as useless and 
embarrassing baggage, borne along in opposition to the 
spirit of ta·ue Freemasonry, and only calculated to excite 
discord and impede the n1arch of our humanitarian insti
tution. \Ve hope that they will abandon ~hese works of 
a foolish and an1bitious in1agination, and degrading and 
mercenary spirit of speculation, and return or confine 
themselves to the practice of the true 11asonic rite, that 
of three symbolic degrees, the only primitive rite of the 
Ancient Free and Accepted Alasons of England. 

We shall add, in closing this chapter, that Brother 
Ragon has published, in his '"lUanual of Initiations"-,ve 
presun1e to exhibit the tendency to aberration of" the human 
mind-the 11ames of seventy-five difier·ent styles of ~[a. 
sonry, fifty-t\Yo rites and thirty-fonr orders called ~fasonic, 
twenty-six andt·ogynous ot·ders, six Aiasonic colleges, and 
more than fourteen hundred degrees, while, in reality, 
there has never existecl auy other rite eutitled to the uame 
of Freemasonry than the modern English rite of three 
symbolic degrees. Upon this rite, as the stock of Free
utasoury, the Jesuits and partisans of the Stuarts grafted 

• 

•· 
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their clerical and secular orders of chivalry, which \Ye 

have described; and it is this stock upon \Vhich has be.en 
grafted every other sp~cies of jugglery assntning to be 
~fasonry \Vhich has had place \Vithin the last century. 

NAMES OF :MASONIC RITES EXTANT, AND WHERE PRACTICED. 

Rite of Ancient Free and Accepted :Masons, practiced by 
nine-tenths of all the lodges of the globe, the same being 
the l\lodern English Rite of three symbolic degrees, as 
arranged by the Grand Lodge of London in.... . . . • . • • . 1717 

Rite of Zinendorf, practiced by the National Grand Lodge cf 
Germany, at Berlin, comprising seven degrees, arranged in 1767 

Rite practiced by the Grand Lodge of Stockholm, com
monly called the Swedish Rite, or System of Swedenborg, 
comprising eight degrees, and arranged in.. . . • . • . . • . • • 1773 

Rit.e practiced by some lodges in Belgium, called the Scotch 
Philosophic Rite of eighteen degrees, arranged in... • . . 1776 

Rite known as the Royal Arch or York Rite of seven de
grees, practiced in the United States of America, and the 
higher degrees of which are believed to have been arranged, 
by Lawrence Dermott, in.. . • . . . . . . . • . . • . . • • • • • • • • • • • 1777 

Rite practiced by some lodges in Belgium, known as the 
Refined Scottish or Reformed Ancient Rite, arranged as 
the successor of the Rite of Perfection, after the Congress 
of \Vilbelmsbad, in. . . . • . • . • . • • • . . . . . • . . . • . . . • . . . • • • 1782 

Rite practiced by the Grand Lodge of Frankfort and Ham-
burg, known as the Eclectic Rite, comprising three degrees, 
arranged, in conformity with the opinion expressed by the 
Congress at \Vilhelmsbad, in 1782, by Baron Knigge, in 1733 

Rite practiced by the Grand Orient of France, commonly 
called the l\Iodern French Rite, comprising seven degrees, 
and which was arranged by a commission of that body as 
a basis of compromise between it and tl1e " General Grand 

• 
Chapter of the Rite of Perfection," organized, in 1783, as 
the successorS' of the "Grand Council of Emperors of the 
East and West, Sovereign Prince Masons," and adopted in 1786 

• 
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Rite practiced by the Grand Royal York Lodge of Berlin, 
known as Fessler's Rite, comprising three degrees and a 
chapter, arranged in.. • . • • . • • • • • • • • . • • • . • • • . • • • • . • • • 1796 

Rite of the Grand Lodge at the Three Globes, in Berlin, 
comprising twenty-five degrees, as arranged to admit, in 
1760, the high degrees thell prevalent, but which was 
reduced to ten degrees in .••.•••••.••••••••••••••••• 

Bite known as the Ancient and Accepted Scotthlh, practiced 
in various countries and by all Supreme Councils, com
prising thirty-three degrees. It is believed to have been 
extended from the Rite of Perfection of twenty-five de-
grees to its present number, in Charleston, S. C., in 1802, 
and mainly arranged, as it now exists in France and else-

h 
. . 

w ere, 1n ...•.........•..................•......... 
Rite known as the Order of :Modern Temp1ars, or Knights 

Templar, comprising three degrees, practiced in the United 
States of America and Great Britain. As the successor 

1798 

1804: 

of the secular Templars of the Jesuit system of Strict 
Observance, this rite was arranged in France in ••.•.••• 

1

1804 
Rite of :Misra im, practiced in Paris, comprising ninety de

grees, iuvented by- Lechangeur, of :Milan, in 1806, and 
introduced into France by l\Iark and :Michael Bedar
"d • r1 e, 1 n ..........•. .,.· . . . . . . . . . . ...................• 

Rite of Memphis, now practiced only in the United States of 
America, comprising ninety-five degrees, the same being 
an extension and improvement of the last-named rite, 

1815 

made by ~Iarconis de N egre, in.. • • • • • • • • • • . • . • . • • • . . 1838 

RITES, CALLED l\IASONIC, WHICH HAVE BECOME EXTINCT, OR 

WHICH HAVE BEC011E ABSORBED INTO S01IE EXISTING RITE. 

Rite of Noah, arranged as the Order of the N oahchites in J 735 
Scottish or J acobin Rite of Ramsay, first known in... • • • • 1736 

" Rite of Herodom of Kilwinning, first practiced in .•.••.•. 1740 
Rite or Order of Fidelity, by Chambonet ••••••••••• • •• 1742 
Rite or Order of the Anchor. • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • . . . • • • . 17 44 
Rite of the Areopagists ••••••••••••.••.••••••••..••..• 1746 
Scottish Jacobin Rite, created by the Pretender, in ••••.••• 1747 
Rite of the Ele(}t of Truth, at Rennes, in.... • • . • • • . • • • • 17 48 
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lUte of the Old Daughter-in-law, by Lockhart, an emissary 
of the Jesuits, in. • . • . • • • . • • • . . . . . • • . • • • . • • . 17 49 or 1750 

Rite of t~e Illuminati of Stockholm, founded in 1621, and 
resuscitated in France, under :Masonic forms, in •..•••.. 1750 

Rite or Order of Pruss ian Knigl1ts..... . • • • . • • . . • • . • • . . 1756 ·-
Rite of the Clerks of Strict Observance, or clerical Templar 

system, founded by the Jesuits, .a.nd united, in 1776, with 
the Secular Templars, also a creation of the Jesuits •• • •. 1756 

Rite of Knights of the East, by Pir let.. • • • • • • . • • • • • . . . • 1757 
Rite of the Emperors of the East and 'Vest, Sovereign Prince 

:Masons. This was the Rite of Herodom extended to the 
R.ite of Perfection of twenty-five degrees, by the Jesuits, 
and propagated by Pirlet about...................... 1758 ~ 

Rite of Strict Qbservance., or modified Templar .system of 
seven degrees, known as the Secular Templars......... 1760 

Rite of the African Architects. • . . . • • . • • • • . . • • • . . • . . • . . 1762 
Between 1762 and 1766 there were introduced five rites, 

named respectively the Asiatics, the Patients, the Seekers, 
the Princes of Death, and the Reformed of Dresden. 

Rite ·of the Flaming Star, founded by Baron Schudy, an 
emissary of the Jesuits, in. • • • . . . . . . • • • • • • . • • . . • • • • • • 1766 

Rite of the Rose Cross, founded by Valentine Andrea in 
1616, and resuscitated, under 1\'Iasonic forms, in ••.•.••.. 

Rite of the I\.nights of the Holy City, by an emissary of the 
J 'ts . esut , In . .........................••.... . ........ 

llite of the Elected Cowans, by l\Iartiucz Paschalis .••..••. 
Rite of the Black Brethren .....•......•.••.•.•.•.•.••. 
Scandinavian Rite, and the Hermitic Rite, in •.. •. ......• 
lUte of the Philalethes, founded in Paris by Lavalette de 

J.Janges, Court de Gebelin, the Prince of Hesse, etc •.••. 
Rite of the Illuminati of Bavaria, by Profes~or W eisshaupt. 
Rite of the Independents, and Rite of the Perfect Initiates 

of Egypt . ......................................... . 
Rite of the Illuminati of Avignon, being the syste~ of Swe-

1767 

1768 
1768 
1770 
17'72 

1773 
1776 

1776 

den borg, in .... ............... ......... ............ 1779 
Rite of the Philadelphians of Narbonne, a rite of ten degrees, 

founded by some pretended superior ·officers, major and 
minor, of "the Order of Free and Accepted :Masons" •••• 1780 

Rite of the 1\Iartiuists, founded by St. l\1artin. • • . • • • . • • • • 1780 
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Rite of the Sublime l\Iasters of the Circle of J ... ight ••.. , ••. 1780 
Rite of !{nights and Nymphs of the Rose (one degree) •••• 1781 
Rite of the :Masons of the Desert... . • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • 1781 
Egyptian Rite, by Cagliostro. • . • . • • . • .. • • . • • • • • • • • • • . • • • 1781 
Rite of Universal Harmony, by Dr. :Mesmer.... • • • . • • • • • 1782 
Tiit~ of the Illuminati of the Zodiac............ • • • • • • • • 1783 
lti te of Zoroaster. • • • • • . • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1783 . 
Rite of High Egyptian :Masonry (adoptive), by Cagliostro .. 1784 
Rite of Adonhiramite l\Iasonry......... • • • . . • . . . . . . • • . • 1787 
Rite of the Holy Order of the Sophists, by Cuvelier of 

Trcves . ........................ . .... -. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1801 
Rite or Order of :Modern Templars, founded by Drs. Ledru 

and Fabre-Palaprat 1•• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1804 
Rite or Order of l\Iercy. • . . . . . • • • . • • • . • . • . • . . • • • . • . . • • 1807 
Rite or Order of I\.:nights of Christ, founded by E. de Nunez. 1809 
Rite or Order of French N oachides, or Napoleonic 1\Iasonry. 1816 
Rite of Rigid Observers, founded by some officers of the 

Grand Orient in.. . • • • . • . • . • • . . • • • • . • . • • • . . • . • • • • . • 1819 
Persian Philosophic Rite, created in Erzrum in 1818, and 

introduced in France in.... . . ••. • . • • . . • • . . • . • • • • • • • • • 1819 

lThis rite is not extinct in Great Britain and United States of America, 
It being, in those countries, fitted on to the York Rite, as high degrees. 

• 
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DOCUMENTARY AND HISTORICAL EVIDENCE 

:BEARING DIRECTLY UPON THE 

ORIGIN AND GENERAL HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY, 
TOGETHER WITH 

INDICATIONS OF THE CAUSES FOR THE DIVERSITY OF OPINIONS . 
WHICH EXIST AS TO SUCH ORIGIN. 

I.-DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE. 

FoR all which relates to the foundation of the Roman 
I 

Colleges of Builders, (collegia jabrorunt,) created by N uma 
Pompilius, in the year 715 B. C., their constitution and 
the modifications made in their privileges after the fall of 
the Roman Republic-particularly in the second century 
of the Christian era, under the emperors Trajan and 
Adrian-consult the follovving 'vorks, viz. : 

' 1.-The Laws of the T'velve Tables, instituted in the 
year 451 B. C. The eighth of these tables refers particu
larly to those colleges. 

2.-The Body of Roman Rights. 
3.-First and second Epistles of Cicero to his brother 

Quintus. 
4.-Architecture by Vitruvius. This work has been 

often translated. 1 

1 1n the edition of Anderson·s Constitution for 1725, Vitruvius is 
stated to be, in the year 29 B. C., the representative of Cesar Augustus 
in the corporations of Builders. 

(232) 
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5.-lli::;tory of Architecture. By Schoell. Vols. 1 and 2. 
6.-I>ollion. By De Bugny. 
As containing the text of n1any historic docun1ents, as 

also the history and doctrines of the Masonic institution, 
consult the following 'vorks, viz.: 

7 .·-The Book of Constitutions. By Dr. James Ander .. 
son. First published in 1723, and subsequeutly to the 
extent of five separate editions. 

8.-The llistory of Freernasonry, Drawn fron1 Authen .. 
tic Sources of Information. By Alexander Laurie. Lon
don : 1804. 

9.-IIlustrations of Freemasonry. BJ William Preston. 
London : 1772 and 1812. 

10.-The Three Oldest Documents of tqe Fraternity of 
Freemasons. By K. C .. F. Krause. 

11.-The Three Oldest Historical Documents of the 
Fraternity of Freemasons of Germany. By Professor 
Heldmann. 

12.-llistory of Freemasonry. By Professor Bobrick. 
Zurich. · 

13.-The Actual Condition of Freemasonry Discovered. 
By De Ilammer. 

14.-Encyclopedia of:b~reemasonry. By Lenning. Leip-. 
SIC. • 

15.-l\1emoirs of the Architecture of the 1Iiddle Ages. 
By \Viddekind. 

16.-The German Colonies and Division of Lands in the 
Western Roma.u Provinces. By Gaup. 1844. 

17 .-Ilandbook of the Difierent ~Iasonic Symbols. By 
Dr. Schauberg. Zurich : 1861. 

18.-Ilistory of Freemasonry. By Kloss. Frankfort: 
1861. 

19.-Freemasonry, its Origin, Development, etc. By 
Hanau. 1862. 

20.-Ilistory of Freemasonry, from its Origin to the 
Present Day. Leipsic: 1862. 
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21.-History of Freemasonry. By J. G. ~"'indel. Leipsic: 
1863.1 

In addition to the works named, we find some valuable 
teachings in the following books, the prodnctious of au
thors "·ho, as they have themselves informed us, are not 
Freemasons, and whose opinions, on that account, shonhl 
be of more ·weight, as they must be disinterested 'vriters 
upon the subject of Freen1asonry: 

22.-Tlte ~Ionutnental Art. By Baptissier. Paris. (See 
pp. 466, 469.) 

23.-IIistory of the Cathedral of Cologne. By J. Bois
serre. Paris. 

24.-General History of Arehitecture. By Daniel Ramee. 
Paris: 1843. (See vol. 2, p. 234.) 

These three authors, 'vho are· architects, unite in recog
nizing the fact that it is to the Freen1asons of the n1iddle 
ages 've are indebted for all the monuments erected during 
that period. 

II.-IIrsTORICAL EVIDENCE.-( Chronologically arranged.) 

A. D. 52.-The corporations of Constructors are estab
lished at this tin1e in Great I3t·itain. This fact is proven 
by the inscription upon a tubular stone fot~nd at Chichester 
in 1725, a11d \vhereou was chronicled the erection at that 
place of a temple to Neptune, and another to 1\finerva. 
(See the London Freen1ason's 1\.fagazine for 1862.) 

A. D. 290.-The constitution or ancient privileges ac
corded by N u1na Pompilius to the colleges of Constructors, 
and w·hi<;h w·ere considerably restricted an<l uin1ini::;hed 
since their primitive concession, were this year rene\ved, 
fully and without any restriction, Ly Carausius, commander 
of the Roman fleet, who, after possessing himself of Great 

1 From No. 10 to No. 21, inclusive, the works named are in the Ger· 
man language. • 
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Britain, and declaring his independence of Rome, in 287, 
had taken the title of emperor. By this favor, accorded 
to the Builders, he sought to assure himself of the assist
ance of that association, then the most powerful in the 
country. 

The architect Albanus, origina11y a pagan, but converted 
to Christianity,. was named by Caransius, Inspector of the 
~fasonic Corporations of Great Britain. T\vo years nfter
·ward he was beheaded by his protector for having preached 
the doctrine of Christ. He was the first martyr in Britain, 
and he is, according to authentic documents, ranked first 
on the historical list of the inspectors of Freemasonry in 
Britain. It was to these inspectors that subsequently was 
giYen the name of Grand ~!asters. 

A. D. 296.-After the death of Carausius, wl1ich took 
place in 295, Constantius Chlorus, who succeeded him, 
chose for the p1ace of his residence the city of Yot·k, 
(Eboracum,) 'vhere he found the most important lodges or 
colleges of Builders in Britain. 

Fron1 A. D. 350 to 430.-Dut·ing this period the first 
corpot·atious of Artists and Operatives 'vere instituted, 
with particular rules and regulations, out of the remains 
of the general association, dissolved at:ter the retreat of 
the Ron1ans in 426. These statutes, of which many libra
ries in }france possess manuscript copies, evince, ·with more 
or less distinctness, the marks of the ol<l association, as 
well in the connection of their humanitarian principles as 
in their sect·ets of art. 

A. D. 557.-In this year Austin, an arehitect and Bene
dictine priest, · was nominated to the dignity of G1·and 
Inspector of the ~Iasonic F1·aternities. It was by this 
priest that the Anglo-Saxon kings were converted to 
Christianity. He died in 610, and ·was canonized under 
the nante of St. Augustine. 

A. D. 614.-Pope Boniface IV conferred, by diploma, 
upon the ~1asonic corporations the exclusive privilege of 
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erecting all religious buildings and monuments, and, by 
the san1e document, made them free fron1 all local, royal, 
or n1unicipal statutes, taxes, etc. 

A. D. 620.-Daring the international and civil \vars, 
'--' ' \Vhich had paralyzed their development, the Masonic cor-

porations sought refuge in the monasteries, \vhich thus 
became the schools of architecture, and from ·which sub
sequently \vent out the most celebrated architects, atnong 
wlJom may be nan1ed St. Aloysius, bishop of N oyen (659), 
St. Ferol, of Lin1oges, Dalmac, bishop of Rhodes, Agricola 
of Chalons (680 and 700). 

A. D. 680.-In this year the King of ~fersey nominated 
Bennet, Abbot of \Virra1, to the dignity of Inspector Gen
eral and Superintendent of Freernasonry. 

Fron1 A. D. 700 to 900.-The Anglo-Saxon documents, 
etnanating directly from the Masonic Fraternity, during 
this period, owing to the continual \Vars and pi11agings, 
in great part disappeared or \Vere destroyed. A large 
portion of what '"e1·e saved became, possibly, the property 
of the lodges in London, and, in 1720, ·were nea1·ly all 
burned by brethren of these lodges, in the belief that it \Vas 
improper to have the inforn1ation they contained dissemi
nated by publicati_on in the work of Dr. Anderson. In 
son1e of the Anglo-Saxon docun1ents which · exist in the 
libraries of England, the l\1asonic fraternities are some
times designated as "Freetnasons." 

A. D. 850.-The Saxon king, Ethelwolf, promotes the 
priest-architect, St. Swithin, to the directorship of the 
Freemason::;, the assemblies of whom were much inter
rupted during this century. 

A. D. 900.-The successor of Alfred Edward, King of 
~fersey, named, as grand inspectors of the Fraternity, his 
son Ethelward and his brother-in·law Ethred, both having 
become, through attendance in the schools of the Free
masons, practical architects. 

A. D. 925.-All the l\iasonic lodges of Great Britain 
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were this year convoked in a congress by the king, A th
elstan, grandson Qf Alfred the Great, who had been 
prornpted thereto by some priest-architects. The object 
of this assembly 'Yas to reconstitute the Fraternity, accord
ing to the laws and w-ritten documents saveu in the con
vents from destruction during the 'vars, and afterward 
disseminated through the country, divided, as it had been 
during five huudreu years, into seven kingdon1s. This 
assembly discu~ed and accepted the constitution sub
mitted to it by Edwin, son of King Athelstan, .and the 
city of York 'vas chosen for the future seat of the Grand 
~1astership. 

A. D. 926.-In this year the charter of York, adopted 
at the assembly of 925, was promulgated, and this charter 
from this time becatne the basis of all 1fasonic constitu· 
tions. Prince Edwin is nominated to the dignity of Grand 
~faster. (See the text of this charter, suppeto.) 

A. D. 960.-The Archbishop of Canterbury, St. Dun
stan, is nameu Grand ~faster of the Fraternity. 

A. D. 1040.-Ed,vard the Confessor, King of England, 
declares himself the protector of Freemasons, and uames 
Leofl'ick, Count of Coventry, as his substitute, and, by 
his intervention, reestablishes the Abbey of \V estn1inster. 

A. D. 1066.-N omination of the Count of Arundel, 
Roger of ~fontgomery, to the Granu ~fastership. 

A. D. 1100.-King Henry IV, of England, accepU; the 
Grand 1fastership of the Fraternity. 

A. D. 1145.-The Archbishop of Rouen publicly blesses 
the Freemasons assembled at Rouen, who came from 
upper Normandy at the call of those who were engaged 
in the construction of the cathedral of Chartres, and who 
desired their help to more speedily complete that w·ork. 
These brethren made a. triumphal entry into the city, 
accompanied by the brethren of neighboring corporations, 
particularly those of Caen and Bayeux. (See History of 
France. By Henry 1fartin. Vol. 2.) 
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A. D. 1155.-Richard Creur de Leon, Grand ~fa8ter of 
the Knights of the Temple, is nou1iuated to the Grand 
~fastcrship of the ~fasonic Fraternity of Great Dritnin. 

A. D. 1185.-Gilbert of Clare, ~Iarquis of PCinl.H·oke, 
is notninnted Grand ·1faster. 

A. ]). 11 99.-It " ·as under the Grand ~fastership and 
direction of Colechurch, Chaplain to King John, that the 
work on the first London bridge 'vas begun, anc.l finished 
under the direction of his successor, \Villiam Allemain, 
in 1212. 

A. D. 1250.-The Grand Lodge of Cologne is instituted. 
The ntaster of this lodge, and director of the 'vot·k on the 
cathedral of this city, is regarded and obeyed as the nias
ter of all the Freen1asons of Gern1any. 

A. D. 1275.-A ~f asonic congress is convoked by Erwin 
of SteinLach, with the ohject of concerting nteasnt·es to 
contiuue the w·ork, which for a lotlg time was interrupted, 
on the cathedral of Strasburg. This assembly organized 
itself into a Grand Loc.lge, (llaupt-hiilte,) and norninated 
Erwin architect-in-chief of the 'vork, aud chair-n1aster, 
(Mei.str.r vorn Stuhl.) 

A. D. 1277 .-Pope Nicholas III confit·ms, by diplomas 
in favor of the ~fasonic corpot·ations, the mouo}Joly ac
corucd to them by r->ope Boniface IV, in the year 614. 

A. D. 1 314.-Docunlents, the genuineness of 'vhieh has 
not been established, assert that in this year Robert Dt·nce, 
King of Seotland, founded the Order of IIarodorn of Kil
winning, and also elevated to the rnnk of a Gt·and Lotlge 
of IIaroc.lom of JCilwinning the ]o(lge founded in 1150, at 
the tin1e of the erection of the ALbey of Kilwinning. 

A. J). 1334.-Pope Benedict II contirn1s, Ly <li1.Ion1a, 
to the cot·porations their exclusive privileges for the con
struction of religious edifices. 

A. D. 1358.-Under Edward III the charter of York 
of 926 is subn1itted to revision. In an appendix to tl1is 
chartet·, 'vhich contains only some ne\v rcgulat.iuns rc· 
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lating to the rjghts and en1oluments accruing to Grand 
~lusters, there is prescribed that, in future, at the recep
tion of a brother. the constttution and old instructions , 

shall be read to him by the master of the lodge. A char
ter in verse, " 'ritten upon pn•·cl1n1ent, and bearing the 
title, "]lie incipiunt constituUones artis geornetri<E secundum 
Et~clidem "-(llet·e begin the constitutions of the art of 
Geon1et1·y, according to Eucli<l)-has been found in the 
British ~Iuseun1 by an antiquat·y named J. 0. llallhvell, 
and published by him in 1810, under the title of "The 
Early IIistory of F1·eemasonry in England," and trans
lated into German by Bt·othet· Afher, of Ilan1burg, in 1842. 
This docutnent, submitted to the examination of experts, 
has been recognized, from its fusorable con1paa·ison with 
the statutes of the padiament of 1425, as having been 
produced in the latter part of the fourteeuth century, and, 
conscqneutly, may be considered as based upou tho charter 
of E<l ward III. 

A. D. 1360.-At this time Germany l1ad five grand 
lodges : Cologne, Strasburg, Berne, Vienna, auc.l :\Iadge
burg, upon which "·ere dependent the local lodges of 
FrancP., Belgiurn, Hesse, SwaLia, Thuringia, Switzerland, 
Franco11ia, Ba\'·aria, Austria, IIungary, aud Styria. 

A. D. 1425.--:-Thc English Purliun1ent passed a bill this 
year suppr'cssing the assemblies of Freeniusons. The Gen
eral Assembly which, not\Yithstand iug, took place at York 
in 1427, protested against this bill, and annulled its cftect. 
The 1nanuscript register in the Latin langnnge, containing 
all the names of the ~laster ~fasons who signed tl1is pro
test, is to be found in the library of Oxford, and is uated 
with the year 1429. 

A. D. 1438.-J ames II, King of Scotland, accords juris
diction to the Grand ~lasters of the lodges of his kingdom, 
and authorizes tben1 to establish special t1·ibunals in the 
principal cities, by which are to be recognized the privi ... 
leges of Freemasons. For this privilege t4e Grund ~!as-

' 
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ter IS charged with the payment into the state tr~asury 
of a tax of four pounds, to be collected from each 11ason 
passing to the degree of ~faster; and such Grand ~1a8ter 
is further authorized to impose upon each nevv n1ernber a 
right of reception (fee). These two documents are to be 
found in the Law Library in Edinburgh. 

A. D. 1439.-J ames II, King of Scotland, nominated 
William Sinclair (~t. Clair) to the dignity of Grand ~fas
ter adjunct for the lodges of Scotland. 

A. D. 1442.-Initiation of 1Ienry VI, King of England, 
into the ~fasonic Fraternity-an example follo\ved by 
nearly all the gentlemen of his court, admitted as "Ac
cepted Masons." The number of these latter-named had 
already increased so as to exceed the "Freemasons." 

A. D. 1459.-A Masonic congress is held at Ratisbonne 
(the seat of the German Diet), devoted principally to the 
discussion of the ne\v constitution compiled at Strasburg 
in 1452, which was based upon the la·ws of the English 
and Italian corporations, and \vhich constitution was 
styled "Statutes and Regulations of the Fraternity of 
Stonecutters of Strasburg." The text of this constitution 
is to be found in many German works. 

A. D. 1464.-Second congress of Freemasons assembles 
at Ratisbonne. 

A. D. 1469.-A congress of Freemasons assembles at 
Spire. (The object of this corygress will be foun<l in our 
Historical Summary of ~fasonic Conventions, suppeto.) 

A. D. 1498.-The En1peror Maximilian sanctions the 
~1asonic constitution of Strasburg, and rene\vs the ancient 
privileges accorded to the Freen1asons. 

A. D. 1502.-A Grand Lodge of ~faster Masons is held 
at Lon Jon on the 24th June of this year. It is presided 
over by IIenry VIT of England, who lays the corner-stone 
of '\Vestminster Chapel, or chapel of Henry VII. 

A. D. 1522.-By a decree of the llelvetian Diet, the 
Grand LoJge of Zurich is dissolved. This Grand Lodge 



DOyUME~TARY .AND HISTORICAL EVIDENCE. 241 

had been transferred to Zurich from Tierne in 1502, after 
the cathedral of the latter city ·was finished. 

A: D. 1539.-By an edict, Francis I d1ssolves the ancient 
corporations of Freemasons, because they had vindicated 
their ancient rights and prhyileges, and, by meeting 1n 

seC;ret, gave ofl'ense to the clergy. 
A. D. 1540.-Thomas Cron1wel1, Count of Essex, be

headed fot· political offenses, is succeeded, in the Grand 
1.1astership of Freen1asons, by Lord Audley. 

A. D. 1550.-The Duke of Sotnerset, 'vho succeeded 
Lord Andley as Gt·and Master, is decapitated-a victim of 
his attachment to the Stuarts. 

A. D. 1561.-Queen Elizabeth, indignant that the Free
n1asous had not oftered the Grand }.{astership to her con
sort <luring his life, on the 27th of December of this year, 
ordered the dissolution of the Masonic assembly whic4 on 
that day commenced its sen1i-annual meeting, and ordered 
the execution of her edict to be enforced by a detachment 
of armed n1en; but, upon a report having been made to 
her by the commanding officer of the detachment express
ive of the politically harn1less character of the assen1bly, 
the Queen revoked her order. Subsequently Queen Eliza
beth became the protectress of the Freemasons of her. 
kingdom, and confirmed their choice of Thomas Sackville 
for Grand 1.1aster. 

A. D. 1563.-Congress of Swiss and German ~{asons 
takes place at Basle. 

A. D. 1564.-Congress of 1.1asons at Strasburg. 
A. D. 1590.-Charter of J an1es IV, King of Scotland, 

grauted, on the 25th November of this year, to Patrick 
Copland of U rdaught, and ·which conferred upon him the 
right of filling the office of senior warden of Freemasons 
in the districts of Aberdeen, Banff, and Kinkardine. 

A. D. 1598.-Acceptance of the ne'\v statutes for all thQ 
lodges of Scotland in a general assembly, which took 
place at Edinburgh, on the 29th December. 

16 
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A. D. 1607.-James I, King of Great Britain, having 
proclaimed himself the protector of Freemasonry in his 
kingdom, affords much brilliancy and importance to the 
institution; and the high consideration 'vhich it enjoys at 
this tin1e is greatly augmented by the election of the 
celebrated architect Inigo Jones to the dignity of Grand 
l\faster. The new direction t.hat he initiated in the Eng
lish lodges developed a spiritual movement in their ~fa
sonic life that compared favorably with that of the art 
academies of Italy. From this time, also, the Accepted 
l\Iasons greatly preponderated over the Fr·eemasons. 

A. D. 1630.-A docUIY\ent is signed by all the repre
sentatives of Scottish lodges, by which pre confirmed to 
the successor of 'VilJian1 St. Clair, Baron of l{o~lin, the 
dignity and hereditary rights of G1:and ~faster of the 
lodgefl of Scot]and, and which ·were conferred upon the 
head of that family by James .II of Scotland, in 1439. 
This document may be found in the law library of Edin
burgh. 

A. D. 1650.-This was the year of mourning for all 
true Freernasons, it being signalized by the political ten
dencies into ·which many of the lodges were precipitated 
,by the de~apitation of Charles I. The l\·1asons of Eng .. 
land, and particularly those of Scotland, pnrtisans of the 
Stuarts, labored in secret to reestablish the throne over
turned by Cromwell. Not being able to induce all the 
1fasons to become adherents of their propositions, they 
invented two superior degrees, viz.: Templar and Scottish 
~faster, into the secrets of ·which they initiated those who 
were favorable to their secret p1aus. 

A. D. 1663.-A general assetnbly of the 1fasons of Eng
land takes place at York, and which is yresided over by 
King Charles II. At this assernbly the king confirmed 
the Grand l\1aster, lienry Germain, Count of St. Al bans, 
in the dignity of his office, anq· decorated him with the 
ribbon of the Order of the Baf.h. This assen1bly passed a 
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• 
series of regulations, conceived entirely with reference to 
passing and past political events, and confirn1ed the con
tinuance of the tw·o superior degrees of Scottish ~faster 
and Templar. 

A. D. 1666.-The great firt) of I..~ondon destroys forty 
thousand dwellings and eighty-six churches. As there 
:lid not exist at this time but seven lodges in London, 
nine-tenths of the mcn1bcrs of \Yhich "'ere "Accepted 
}.fasons," it becan1e necessary to invite the Freemasons of 
Europe generally to England to reconstruct the city. All 
the Freemasons, as also the ~fasons stnd architects which 
did not belong to the ~fasonic a~sociation, put themselves 
und.er "the direction of a central lodge, go\rerned by Chris
topher \Vren, the Grand !\faster, and architect of St. Paul's 
Cathedral, and in accordance with whose plans the city 
was rebuilt. 

A. D. 1685.-J ames III reestablished the Order of 
Knights of St. Andrew, which, established by Robert 
Bruce, King of Scotland, in 1314, in favor of the Freema
sons who fought for him, had been suppressed, and the 
property of the Order confiscated, during the Reforn1ation. 
This order, according to the intention of the king, should 
be conferred as a sign of distinction and recornpense 
awarded to the Freemasons who had stood by his house; 
and it is probable, had fortune favored James III, he 
would ha\Te reinstated this Order in its possessions. 

A. D. 1703.-At this time there existed but four lodges 
of Freen1asons in London; and, uotwithstauding the zeal 
exhibited by the aged Grand ~faster, Christopher 'Vren, 
the members of these lodges gradually decreased. The 
ann11al feasts were con1pletely neglected and the lodges 
deserted. Under these circum~tances, the Lotlge of St. 
Paul, (known at the present time as the Lodge of An
tiquity,) 'vith the object of retarding the continualJy 
decreasing number of ·its metubership, as .also to give son1e 
importance to its existence, passed a resolution that en· 

I 
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tirely changed the face of the society. (This resolution 
wi1l be fouud on page 56, ante.) 
. A. D. 1717.-This n1en1orable year, from 'Yhich · it is 
necessary to date the et·a of n1o<leru ~""reen1asonry, "~us 

marked by the death of Christopher "\Vren. (The ~lasouic 
events of this year will be found first given at pages 51 
and 57, ante, and subsequently often referred to in this 
work.) 

lli.-INDICA TIONS OF THE CA. USES FOR THE DIYERSITY OP 

OPINIONS WHICH EXIST AS TO THE ORIGIN OF FREEMASONRY. 

TnE opinion that has generally prevailed, as ,, .. ell in 
Europe as in America, that Freen1asonry is indebted for 
its origin to the religious n1ysteries of the Jews, or to the 
initiations of India, Persia, or Egj·pt, is owing, to a great 
extent, to the nutnerons WTitings of an eccentric char. 
acter which have been publi~he<l, principally in Frauce, 
by desiguing persons, for political purposes, duripg the 
last century. 

This opinion, how·ever, bas never had supporters an1ong 
such English ~1usonic writers as have produced histories 
of Freemasonry, of 'vhon1 the number, however, has been 
fe,v. 'l'hese writers ren1ain faithful to their ancient tra-. 
ditions and documents in their possession, and, according 
to whieh;Freemasonry existed under this nan1e since the 
occupation of Great Britain by the !{oman legions; and, 
theref.ore, they very logically determine that the institu
tion was brought to that country by the Romans. 

Within the present century, two " ·orks bave appeared 
which have helped to strengthen ].,rench 1fasons in. the 
errors into which they have fal1en upon the subject of the 
origin of F1·eemasonry. The :first is th~ \Vork of Brother 
Lenoit·, a distinguished antiquary, published at Paris in 
1814, and bearing the title, "Freen111sonry Restored to its 
True Origin, or the Antiquity of Freemasonry proven by 
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the Explanation of its Ancient and ~fodern ~~ ysteries ;" 1 

and the second is the 'vork of Brother H.eghelini de 01\io, 
entitled "Freen1asonry in its Connection with the Relig .. 
ions of the Egyptians." The first of these wot·k~ has dis
played a rare quality of research for proofs. to support the 
opinions of its author, 'vhile the second exhibits less care 
in establishing, by the aid of science and hist.ory, the con
nections which its author believes he has discovered be
tween the religions of the Egyptians and Ft·eemasonry. 
It is but doing justice to both authors, however, to believe 
that they earnestly desired to seek the truth. But while, 
in the torn1s, syn1Lols, doctrines, and principles of Free
masonry they have discovered the true sef.=rets of the philo
sophic schools of Greece, Egypt, and India, introduced, 
durii1g niany centuries 'vhich have preceded our era, into 
the Roinan colleges of constructors, and which latter 'vere; 
from their foundation, the theater of all initiations, and 
open to all mysterious doctrines, it may not be concluded 
that Freemasoury sprang by direct issue frotn these schools 
of antiquity. If these doctt·ines have been religiously pre
served by the corporations, as we have stated, and by them 
as religiously transntitted, with little alteratiou, to those 
·which succeeded thern in Gaul and Britain, these corpora
tions alone should not monopolize the tnerit of such trans
nlission; for the Gt·eeks aud Jews, and particularly the 
primiti~e Christians, have equally propagated these doc
trines. Now·, notwithstanding the couuection that Free
masonry presents, iu its torn1s of initiation, with the 

1 In t.he work of Brother J. G. Findel of Leipsict e1ttitled "History of 
F1eemasonry from it~ Origin to the Present Day " -one_of tl1e best Ger
man works of its kind-in speaking of the diversity of opinion prevalen*; 
particularly in f'rance, upon the origin of Freema~onry, the author re
marks that all the French ~:[asonic writers ha\·e aceepted and followed 
the opinion of Alex. Leuoir, with the t-xception of Brother Rebold and 
Brotl1er ~foreau. These brethren, he cor tinues, coincide in the opinion 
of all our (German) t-ar nest and thorough historians, such as Krause, 
Boberich, Heldmann, aud others. 
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ancient mysteries-a connection 'that has induced error 
among most 'vriters-it can not be considered n1ore than 
a feeble imitation, instead of a continnatiun, of" these 
mysterie~; because, fron1 the beginning, initiation iuto the 
mysteries of the ancient Egyptians, Greeks, and Ilinrtuos 
\Vas the teachings of the worship, philosophy, philan
thropy, and n1orality, as well as art, science, aud legisla-

, tion of these peoples, while Freetnasonry should be con
. si<.lered as a purely philosophic school of perfection, having 

for its leading object universal fraternity. 
We will refrain from q noting n1uch that has been pub

lished upon this subject by \Vriters more or less convinced, 
and which bas contributed greatly to n1islead the minds 
of brethren, even the n1ost enlightened. 1 

Can it be wondered that among Masons, such as Brother 
Garon, vlho would bid historians look into their own 
hearts for authentic materials \vith which to construct a 
history of any human institution, there will be found to
day-notwithstanding the consistent, straightfor\vard, and 
authentic productions on this subject \vhich have been 
g1ven to the brethren during the past ten years--orators 
of lodges in France, and probably elsewhere, nlisleading 
the minds of young ~1asons antl disgusting· those of the 
old \Yith their ~1asonic romances and absurd histories, as 
gathered from their favorite ~1asonic authors? 

To discover the cradle ot' the institution, it sho~ld suf
fice to seek it in the history of England, and at the tin1a 

1 In the report that Brother Garon, president of the Chamber of Col'
respondence, made to the Grand Orient of France, upon the General 
History of Freemasonry-the earlier production of the author of the 
prPsent work-he says, in clo.'iing: "A11 Masons who may read the 
)earned work of this historian will find therein much valuable informa· 
tion R.nd historical instruction; but they will also be convinced, as I am, 
tnat if Brother Rebold had sought the History of Freemasonry in hi.J 
heart, in place of taking it from · books, he would not have landed this 
almost divine institution from among an association of workmen con· 
etructors." 
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when are first mentioned the corporations kno,vn by the 
nntne of Free J[as()ns. Then, after having consulted all 
the docun1ents of this period, go back still further, by the 
aid of such marks as can be found, to the place or first 
appearance of the persons among \Vhom the society ap
I>ears; tlten follow it down through the 'vars and inva
sions to which that country has been subject. If, after 
this process of investigation, and not"·ithstand i ng the 
changes of its primitive name, the identity of the affilia
tion is established, or successively developed, it is not 
necessary then to have recourse to hypothesis to indicate 
\vith certainty its origin. It is by proceeding thus that 
we have found that Freemasonry is the issue of an ancient 
and celebrated corporation of artists and mechanics, united 
for the prosec~tion of civil, religious, naval, and n1ilitary 
architecture, founded at Rome in the year 715 B. C., by 
the celebrated legislator, N uma Pon1pilius; and which, 
during the eleven hundred yeiu~s which elapsed subsequent 
to its foundation, had been known, in all the countries 
subject. to Roman rule, under the designation of Corpora
tions or Fraternities of Roman Builders; but, after the re
treat of the Roman legions of the Gauls, and being no 
longer sustained by the Roman powers, these associations 
were forced to dissolve and divide thentselves into separate 
corpot·ations, (between A. D. 486 and 500,) from \vhich 
sprang the artists and mechanics of the middle ages, as 
the ne.w corporations of mason builders, and preserving 
only their ancient laws and the artistic and philosophic 
secrets of their art. 

The n1embers of these corporations, remaining in Brit
ain after their transfot·mation, were called Free Masons, to 
distinguish them from the masons and stone-cutters 'vho 
'vere not in the enjoyment of the privileges extended to 
them by ·written constitutions and diplomas. These Free
masons have had, since that tirne, an immense politi~al 

and scientific influence; they communicated their secrets 
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but to those 'vl1on1, according to traditional forms, they
initiated into their mysteries; they had a liberal organi ... 
zation, and a philosophic code of law·s 'vhich had governed 
them frotn ancient times. This association, dissolvetl in 
the sixteenth century in consequence of the peculiar cir
cumstances of the Protestant Reforrnation in the countries 
where it then principally subsisted, is subsequently main
tained ·without interruption in England, under its tradi
tional forms, even after having abandoned its material 
object. Numerous fractions of it, calleu lodges, continue 
to exist ·until the beginuing of the eighteenth century, 
disseminated throughout the country, and n1eeting only 
once a year, at the feast of St. John, to distribute aid 
among the brethren, and elect their officers; while, be
yond the control of any state laws, they . conserved the 
privilege unabated of uniting in public processions and 
laying the corner-stones of all public buildings and monu
ments. This corporation of ].,reemusons, finally trans-

, formed at London in 1717, declares its \Vish to continue 
and to propagate the philosophical principles which, from 
all time, have been the basis of the society; and, renoun
cing forever material architecture, to thenceforth employ 
itself ·wholly with n1oral architectut·e and philosophy. Such 
is the origin of l\fodern or Philosophicnl :B"'reemasont~y. 

And ·why should not such an origin be acceptable to all 
Freemasons? Becaus~, simply, it is repngnaut to their 
self-love to ackno,vledge the descent of their · society ft·om 
an association of practical masons, or, in the language of 
Brother Garon, from "an association or 'vorknlen-con
structors ;" and this, too, notwithstanding the very name 
Framason indicates no other source or origin. 

Exan1ine more closely this association of \vhich they are 
ashmned. "' 

By its antiquity alone-an antiquity \Yhich they at all 
times desire 1nost heartily to endorse and extend beyond 
all reasonable limit--is it not respectable? 

, 
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· lly its having been based upon the la,vs of the Diony
sian pdest-architects, aumitteu by Solon in his legialation, 
and subsequently inscribed by him upon the H.on1au ta
bles-is it not respectable? 

By its having been composed, from the beginning, of 
the tnost eminent men of the most eminent nations-of 
Greeks, of ~gyptians, of Phenicians-initiates into the 
mysteriea of their respective countries, aud experts in all 
branches of human know·ledge-is it uot respectable? 

Did not these corporations collect and adopt all the 
philosophic and burnauitarian truths taught anti implied 
in the doctrines of the gt·eate~t thinkers of antiquity; and, 
by having, long before the birth of Christ, practice~l those 
principles poin tiug to the en1anci pation and elevation of 
V\romau, as the fountain of our existence, and to the abol
ishment of human slavet·y-ure they not respectable? 

Can we point to any other association 'vhich tor twenty
five centuries has preserved in their prin1itiv·e simplicity 
and purity, and written, as it were, with a pen of steel in 
the rock forever, those hun1auitarian principles of love to 
God aud to our neighbor? 

\Vas it an association of no importance 'vhich erected 
those thousands of tnajestic ternples, those SU}Jerb monu· 
ments ·whose very ruins to-uay iuvoluntarily excite our 
admiration? 

\Vere they sin1ple associations of ·workmen-constructors 
who, possessing all the art, science, and knowledge of any 
value acquired at that tin1e, exercised so great an influence 
upon H.o1nau civilization, that it 1nay be con~idereu in; 
debted to them for all of aet anu civil law uissen1inated 
wherever the legious fixeu thernselves, and who thus be
came the forerunners of Christian teaching and civiliza
tion? 

\Vas it a simple association of practical 1nasons who, 
during the midule ages, constructed those numerous and 
sublime religious euilices, which shall be forever the ad-
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miration of posterity-those master-pieces of Christian 
genius, those grand, gigantic conceptions of religious faith 
and zea1-the cathedrals of Strasburg, Cologne, Roueu, 
Paris, etc.? Could such monutnents be the \Vork of ordi
nary masons and stone-cutters? If 30, where shall we 
find their like to-day? 

These sanctuaries of the Great Architect of the Universe, 
as they are av<?wed to ~e by the most distinguished archi
tects-strangers to the Masonic institution-are due to the 
Freetnasonry of the middle ages: to "these philosophic, 
learned, n1odest, pious, and truly Christian Ft·eentasons,'' 
as they are called by the author of one of the best and 
most recent \Vorks upon architecture. 1 

'Vas it a shnple association of workmen-constructors 
who by their protest annulled an act of the Parliament of 
England of 1425? 

Is that an association of no importance which, since the 
sixth century, can count as its presidents, thirteen bishops 
and archbishops, twelve dukes of the kingdom, and four
teen princes aud kings? 

Aud should \Ve, as Freemasons, blush to descend from 
those corporations of ·mason philosophers, because they 
wrought, in their time, as workmen-constructors? 

No associations of any period of the world's history 
have produced ·works so retnarkable as those which are 
due to these corporations; and no society that ever had 
place on the ·world's surface can be compared to them 
either as to length . of years or value of principles . 
. Far from contemning so respectable an ot·igin, we should 

seek glory in acknowledging it, at all timed and in all 
places; and endeavor to render ourselves \\'"Orthy of it by 
continning, in our own persons, that sublin1e \York of 
which the H<.nnan constructors, in the sp'iritual darkness 
of twenty-five hundred years ago, laid the foundation stone . 

1 See "General llistory of Architecture," by Daniel Ramee, p. 234. 

. 
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HISTORICAL ENUMERATION 

O'f THB 

PRINCIPAL ~IASONIC CONGRESSES AND CONVENTIONS 

WHICH HAVE HAD PLACE IN EUROPE SINCE THAT OF YORK, 

A. D. 926, TO THAT OF PARIS, A. D. 1856. 
• 

YORK, IN 926. 

Co~voKED by Ed,vin, son of King Athelstan, for the 
recon~titution of the Masonic corpot·ations. A new con
stitution, based upon the ancient la\vs, is at this time pro
mulgated. 

STRASBURG, IN 1275. 
( 

Convoked by Erwin of Steinbach for the continuation 
of the \Vork on the cathedral of Strasburg. A great num
ber of architects and \Vorkmen fron1 Germany, England, 
and Lombardy are assembled at this congress. At the 
instance of the lodges of England, they constituted them
selves under the rule of the :B,reemasons, and each took the 
oath to faithfully observe the ancient laws and regulations 
of the Fraternity of Freen1asons. ,. 

RATISBONNE, IN 1459. 

Convoked by Job Dotzinger, \Vorking master of the 
cathedral of Strasburg, to discuss the affairs of tbe Fra .. 
ternity generally, and sanction the ne\V laws and regula

(251) 
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tions 11repared at a meeting that took place at Strasburg 
in 1452. -RATISBONNE, IN 1464. 

Convoked by the Grand Lodge of Strasburg with the 
fol1owing objects: 1. General aftairs, and to receive re
ports concerning the edifices then .in course of construc
tion, with the intention of overco1ning or removing the 
difficulties which prevented their completion. 2. To de
fine n1ore precisely the rights and attributes of the four 
Gtand Lodges, viz.: those of Col"~ne, Strasburg, Berne, 

• and Vienna. 3. The no1nination of Conrad Kuyn, ·work-
ing master, to the Grand ~fastership of the Grand Lodge 
of Cologne, etc. 

SPIRE, IN 1469. 

Convoked by the Grand Lodge of Strasburg, with the 
following objects, viz.: 1. To receive and act upon com
munications concerning all the religious edifices :finished, 
as \~ell as in course of construction, and also as to those 
the \Vork upon \Vhich has been arrested. 2. To bear re
ports upon the situation and condition of the Fraternity 
in England, Gaul, Lon1bardy, and Germany. 

CoLOGNE, IN 1535. 

Convoked by IIermanu, bishop of Cologne, to take 
measures to n1eet the accusations and dangers \vhich men
aceu the Freen1asons. The "chartet of Cologne'' is stated 
to be the ofi8pring of this congress; but the authenticity 
of this statement is not believed by those \Vho have criti
cally exatnined that docurnent. 

BASLE, IN 1563. 

Convoked by the Grand Lodge of Strasburg, with the 
following objects, viz. : 1. To receive and act upon a 
general report of the condition of arcilitecture and that of 

• 
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the ]'ratcrnity. 2. To discuss and an1icably terrninate the 
diil'erences \Vhich had arisen concerning the rights of some 
of the twenty-hYo louges subordinate to the Grand Louge 
of StrnsLurg. 3. To sanction the revised statutes pre
pared by a commission of the Grauu Lodge of Strasburg, 
to date from the feast of St. Michael, 1563. 

STRASBURG, IN 1564. 

Convoked as an extraordinary convention by the Grand 
Lodge of Strasburg~ \Vith the objects, viz. : 1. To explain 
defiriitely a11 the snl~ects in dispute an1ong the lodges, 
and to decide that the difficulties which should hereafter 
arise among them should be submitted directly to the 
Grand Lodge of Strasburg, and adjudged (deci<leu) by 
that body \Vithout appeal. 2. To continue the customary 
reports, etc. 

LoNDoN, IN 1717. 

Convoked by the four lodges ,,·hich at this time ex
isted in London, at the head of which \Vas the old 1ouge 
of St. Paul. ApproYiug and ratifying a resolution adopted 
by this lodge in 1703, viz.: "That the privileges of ~fa
sonry shall no longer be confined to operative ~1asons, but 
be free to men of all professions, provided that they are .. 
regularly approved and initiated iuto the Fraternity," 
they constituted themselves, in accordance with this de
cision, a Grand Lodge of England of Free and Accepted 
l\tlasons, with a rite consisting of three primitive dega·ces, 
called symbolic. 

DuBLIN, IN 1729. 

Convoked by the lodges of Dublin, wtth the object of 
orgat1izing Free1nasonry upon the basis adopted in Eng
land in 1717, and to institute a Grand Lodge for Ireland. 
At this convention the viscount Lord Kingston was elected 
Grand ~faster . 

• 
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*l EDINBl'RGH, IN 1736. 

Convoked by the baron Sinclair of Roslyn, Grand Mas
ter of the l\1asons of Scotland by appointn1ent of King 
James II in 1439, with the object of agdicating his dig-

' nity of hereditary Grand }.faster, and organize l\Iusonry 
upon the new basis recognized and sanctioned by the 
Grand Lodge of England and Ireland. There were pres
ent at this convention the members of thirty-two lodges, 
who instituted the Grand Lodge of Scotland, aud elected 
Baron Sinclair Grand :h.faster for the year 1737. 

THE fuGUE, IN 1756. 

Convoked by the rnother lodge "Royal Union," of the 
Hague, \Vith 'the oLject of instituting a national Grand 
Lodge for the United Provinces, under the auspices of the 
Grand Lodge of England. The object of this convention 
was consummated by the thirteen ]otlges assembled, and 
the baron of Aersen-Beyeren was elected Grand :h.Iaster. 

JENA AND ALTENBURG, IN 1763, 1764, AND 1765. 

In the first of these conventions, Johnson, the self-styl~d 
plenipotentiary of the "U nkno,vn Superiors" resident in 
Scotland, assetnbled at Jena, on the 25th October, the 
lodges estaLlished under the system of Strict Observance, 
for the purpose of recognizing him in his office of Supe
rior. A second convention was convoked by him at J en a 
to establish his system. To this was invite<.l Baron IIund, 
and the lodges of the same rite founded by him; but 
Hund, who had at first believed in the mission of John· 
son, discovered and declared him to be an impostor. At 
the third convention, held at Altenburg, near J en a, the 
following year, Baron IInnd was proclaimed Grand ~1as
ter of all the lodges of this system. 

• 
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KonLo, IN 1772. 

Convoked by some lodges of the system of Strict Observ
ance, with the object of opposing a new rite established 
by ZiutJ.endorf. At this convention the duke ].,eruiuaud 
vf Bt·u11swick was elected Grand ~faster of Strict Observ· 
auce loJges. 

BRUNSWICK, IN 1775. 

Convoked by Ferdinand, Duke of Brunswick~ with the 
object of ascertaining ·which, if any, of· the rites p~etend
ing to the possession of the true ~fasonic science, really 
possessed it. Barou Hund, aud twenty-three loJges of the 
system he had instituted in the convention of Altenburg, 
a'ssisted at this convention, in 'vhich the discussions took 
place daily, front the 22d May to the 6th July, without 
any decision having resulted. 

LEIPSIC, IN 1777. 

Convoked by the lodges of the system of Strict Observ
ance locat~d in Berlin, with the object of putting into 
operation the resolutions passed at a meetiug, or succes
sion of meetings, which took place at Hamburg, frou1 the 
4th to the 16th June, relative to the establisluneut of a 
compact of union an1ong all the lodges of the system, both 
in Sweden and Germany, and to nominate a ne\V Grand 
~faster, for which office they proposed the Duke of SuJer
manie. This conveution lasted from the 16th to the 22d 
of October, and then dissolved without having decided on ' 
any thing. · 

LYONS, IN 1778. 

Convoked by the lodge of the "Benevolent Knights" 
at Lyons, under the pretext of reforming Freemasonry, 
throwing ligh"t upon all obscurity, and correcting the 
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rituals; but the real object of which \vas to establish the 
l\fartinist rite over that. of the ·'l'emplars. Only one of 
their objects \Vas accomplished: they changed the rituals. 
The convention ren1aiued in session fi·om the 23d N ovcm
ber to the 27th of December. 

WoLFENBUTTEr ... , IN 1778. I 

Convoked by Frederick, ·Duke of Brunswick, with the 
like object of the convention at Brunswick in 1775. It 
lasted frorn the 15th July to the 22d August; and the 
assembly not seeing any clearer on the last of those days 
than they did on the first through the chaos into \vhich 
the n1ystical systems l1ad plunged Freemasonry, decided 
that they should n1ake a gen.eral appeal to all the ~1nsonic 
bodies, and convoke at Wilheln1sbad a convention of all 
the ~fasons of Europe. 

W ILHELMSBAD, IN 1782. 

(This convention ·was at £rst fixed for the 15th October, 
1781, afterward for Easter \Veek, 1782, antl finally for the 
16th ·July, 1782.) 

Convoked by Ferdinand, Duke of Bruns·wick, agreeably 
to the decision of. the convention at \V olfenbuttel, in 1778, 
with the following objects, viz.: 1. The general reforma
tion of Freemasonry; 2. To discuss, ·with the object of 
obtaining light as to the origin of the different systen1s 
and doctrines; and, above all, 3. To solve the following 
questions: Is Freemasou1·y a n1odet~n society? Is it, on 
the contrary, derived from an ancient society? If so, 

... from what ancient society is it derive<!? Has Freema
sonry Superior Generals? vVho are they? vVhat are their 
attributes? Do these attributes enable them to conunand 
or to instruct? 

All these questions, .submitted to the assembly during 
its thirty n1eetiugs, ·were unanswered. The congress suc
ceetled, however, in exvosiug a number of mystical sys· 
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te1ns, and in remodeling the system of Strict Observance. 
lt. also cnu~ed the e1·eation of the Eclectic lUte. 

pARIS, IN 1785. 

Convoked by tho Philalctes of the Lodge of United 
Friends of .Pat~is, for the purpose of ~-~sen1bling all the 
lC'urueu ~Iusons in France to clear up the fog produced by , 
the numerous systents intr·otluced into Freemasont·y; to 
discuss and arrange the essential points of 11asonic doc
trine, origin, and historical affiliation, and detern1ine the 
actual condition of ~1asonic seience. '!'his congre~s con
tinued in session fron1 the 15th ~ebt·uary to the 26th ~lay, 
without determiuiug any thiug. 

pARIS, IN 1787. 

Also convoked by the Phi1aletes, to continue the discus
gions opened at the previous congress upon many dogmatic 
and historic points alr·eudy settled by the congress of \Vil
aeln1sba<l; but none of the questions which induce<l the 
assen1bly of this congress \vere at this titne detertnine<l, 
and the origin, natut·e, and object of perpetuating ~lnson ry 
continued to rernain an insoluble pt·oiJlem to the greatest 
number of the 1iasons of the continent. 

SwiTZERLAND, IN 1836 TO 1842. 

The first of these conventions was held at Zurich in 
1836, the second at Berne in 1838, the third at Basle in 
1840, and the fourth a.t Locle in 1842. Their object was 
the fusion of the ~1asouic po,vers of Switzerland, the 
abolishing of liigh degrees, and the organization of one 
l1asonic authority, to be called the Alpine Grand Lodge. 
The constitution of union \Yas signed at Locle in 1842, 
ratified in 1843, and became the la\V of the Fratct·nity i.n 
1844. 

17 
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PARIS IN 1848. 

Convoked, after the revolution in February 1848, by a 
fe"~ n1etn bm·s of the "Supreme Coundl fo1· France" calling 
all the lodges of France to constitute a new power, to clah· 
orate a constitution based upon tl1e L•·oadest denlort·atic 
J'rinciples, and to adopt exclusivel~y the nlodern English 
rite. The result of this congress was the organization of 
'!'he National Grand Lodge of France. 

pARIS, IN 1855. 

Convoked by Prince Lucien Mut~at, Grand Master of the 
Grand Orient of France, vvho had extended an invitation to 
a11 the Grand Orients and Grand Lodges of the world to 
unite in a Universal ~1asonic Congress, the object of which 
'vould be to cement more closely the bonds of union among 
all the Masonic powers wherever di8persed. A very small 
nun1ber of those powers responded to this call; and the 
propositions discusseJ and adopted were of so feeble a na .. 
tnre that they are not worth mentioning. 'l'he result ot 
this congress has been nothing • 

• 



FIRST CHRONOLOGICAL EPOCH. 259 

CHRONOLOGICAL ARRANGE:\1ENT 

OF THE 

HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY, 

BASED UPON THE ANCIENT DOCUMENTS, AND UPON THE PRIN· 

CIPAL :MONUMENTS ERECTED BY FREE~IASONS: 

DIVIDED INTO THREE EPOCHS. 

§itst 1.Spot~. 
From the year 716 B. C. to the year 1000 A. D. 

715 B. C. 
FoUNDATION of the colleges of Roman Constructors (col

leyia fabrorum), composed of all the arts and trades necessary 
for the execution of religious and civil, naval and hydraulic 
architecture, with theit' o'vn laws and lawgivers-laws· at 
this time based upon those of the priest architects of Greece, 
whose mysteries, under tne na.nie of Dyonisian, had spread 
among the principal peoples of the Ea:,t. N uma Porn pil
ius, in organizing these colleges, constituted thetn at the 
time as a civil and religious society, with the exclusive 
privilege of erecting the public temples an<l monurnents in 
]lome. The it~ connection With the State and the priesthood 
was determi.ued by the laws with precision; 1 they had 

1 Consult on the subject of these nssociati~ns the Body of Roman Right8; 
Cicero· s Second Epistle to hi8 Brother Quintus; The Pollion of De Bugny; Scbooll's 
Hi1torg of Architecture, vol. 1; De Ha.mmer's Di.,covery of the Actual State of Free~ 
masonry; Lenning's Encyclopedia of Freem.a .. ,onry; C. Krauser's Three Oldest 
Landmark$ of Freemasonry; De Widdekiud's Memoir upon the State of Architectwe 
U. the Jliddle AgP~'; and Heldm~nn's lliitory of ..Freem<t.Sonry 
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their own jnrisciiction, their own worship: at their head 
were to be found pt·esiding officers cnlleu 1nagi~tri (mastet·s), 
w·ar<lens, cen~ors, t1·easu rers, keepet·s of the seals, at·chi vists 
secret«tt·ies, etc.; they had special physieians, 8et·vi ng brot.h
eJ·s, and they pniu into their t1·easury n1onthly collections. 
The numbm· of Ine1nhers of each collf'ge was fixed, and tle
te•·mineu by law. Con1posed principally of Greek a•·t iRts, 
they, surrounuing the sec1·ets of their art and of thcil· doc
trines with the mysteries of the worship of H:eir eonntry, 
enveloped them in the syn1bols bor1·oweu f1·on1 these same 
mysteries, aud of which one of the cha•·acteristic traits was 
the employn1ent, iu a syn1bolical seuse, of the tools of tJ1eir 
profession.1 · 

710 B. C. 
N uma, the wise lawgiver, wl1o founded the colleges, im

mediately as~1gned to them their work: at tlrst the en
largement of the Uapito); next the con1pletion of the ten1-
ples deuicated to the Sun, to the ~1oou, to Satnrn, l{hea, 
and Vesta, to ~1ars, and the other pagan <liduities, which 
\\rere begun unuer RonHllus aud the king of the Sal>iues. 
The~e n1onun1ents fiHishe<l, Nurua o1·Jereu them to erect 
ten1ples to Faith, to FiJelity, to H.nn1nlus, aud to Janus 
the god of Peace, whon1 N unut particulat·ly atlored. lie 
ordered them to fortify the city and snrrouiHl it with 'Ya11s; 
and this wot·k accomplisheu, he directed them to continue 
the construction of that famou~ ten1ple that Rontnlus el'l~cted 
to Jupiter Stator, upon the spot whea·e his aa·n1y, when 
nearly vanquisheu, t~ecovereu their strength and courage, 
after Romulus had addressed a pruyet· to J upiter.2 

1 By virtue of these privilt-ges, nll the public monuments which were con .. 
structed from the org.,nizn,tion of these colleges until the reign of Constan,
tine the Great, (330 y~ars after Christ.,) in Rome nnd the provinces, were ex
clusively erected hy them, or under their dit·ection; but of which nothing 
exists to-day but ruins Clf more or less impot·umce. 

2 The great number of templ('£1 which were subsequently erected in Rome 
are due to the prnctice which was thus originatl'd by Romulus-that the 
commander in chief should erect a temple to the god whom he invoked dur-
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650 n. c. 
Tl1e popniation increases tnuch under Ancus Martius, 

\Vho forti tieR the city anew and surrounds it with ne\V walls; 
mHl a eonshlea·ahle aquednet, that takes his name, is con
structed uy hi8 order~. lie order8 the colleges of con
stnretors to erect at Ostia a pol·t of entry, or bat·bor, to eu
coua·age nlat·ititne contntet·ee; aud they there constructed 
sot ne ~:;hips. 

610 n. c. 
Under the reign of Turqnin the Elder, some temples were 

erected; upon the Capitoline Ilill one to Supitet·, one to 
Juno, anti one to ~fiuerva. Ile had constructed within the 
city a wall of cut stone, a subterranean canal (the cloaca 
m<tXim.a) for the d1·ainage of the city, and a great many 
otllet· public n1onurnents. U tuler Lis ordet·s the first circus 
was constt·uctetl. 

580 B. C. 

ltome is further aggrandized under the reign of Servius 
Tnlliw~, and iuct·easetl in size 'by tuk1ug within its lirnits 
the Vit·inal, Quirinal, and Esqniline Ilill8, which, by his or
ders, a1·e su J•t·ounded \Vith walls. lie et·ected a ten1ple to 
the idea 11uuly Fortune, and another to the goddess Diaua. 

530 B. 0. 
The monuments and ten1ples begun under Tarqnin the 

Elde1· are contpleted utHlet· Tnt·qnin tl1e Supet·b, who also 
cotttinues the fatuous cloaca rnaxirna, iu which a person 
might r·ow a bout. lie tiuishe~ the temple of J upitet· Cap
itoline, and the cit~cus begnn uy ltis pt•e<lecedsor; while an
other ci reus, dedicated to the ~xet·~i~es of the H.on1uu youth, 
1s coustructeu hy hi~ orue•·s. 

ing the progress of n. b;Htle won. Thill custom explains the great number 
-of monuments erected to the same. divinity. 
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500 B. C. 
The temples of Vesta and Ilercnles are erected upon 

the A.ventine Ili11, and the tentples of Pallas an<.l l\finerva 
~1cdica are erected under Junius Drusus. 

490 B. C. 
, The Consuls Sempronius and ~f. 1\finucins order tho 
erection, by the colleges of constructors. of t\VO temples; 
the one dedieateu to Saturn, ·the other to Mercury. They 
also e8tablish the Saturualian feasts. 

480 B. C. 
The temples of Castor and Pollux are erected under the 

dictator Posthumius, \vho, after his victory over the 
Latins, also ordered the erection of two other temples-the 
one in honor of Ceres, the othet~ of Bacchus. The most 
remarkable of all that he ha<l erectetl, however, was the 
temple to t~e idea Better Fortune. 

451 B. C . 
• 

Creation of the la\VS of the Twelve Tables, the eighth. 
of which is confined to proyisions concerning the colleges 
of builders. 

396 B. C. 
Furius Camillus, dnring hi~ consn1ate; orders the erec-... 

tion of ten1ples; one to Qneen J nno, after a victory; also, 
one to Jupiter, autl one tc Uoncot·tl. 

390 B. C. 
Destruction of a part of the public rnonuments at the 

sacking of l{onle by the Gaul::;. 

385 ll. c. 
Re-erection of the iJe~troveu nH>nutnents under Flavius 

" 
Quintus, who ah~o ortlers the erectiou of ne'v ternples, 
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·wl1ich lH~ Jedic3.tes; one to ~1ars, another to Juno ~-foneta; 
while two others are consecrated to Salus (Lea]th) and 
Concord. 

/ 
312 B. C. 

The first stone road is constructed. by the colleges, under 
the orders of Appius Claudius, "·ho directed that it be 
continued to Capua. The first great aqueduct 'vas con
structed at this time. 

290 B. C. 
The temple of Romulus, who was, by order of the Senate 

of Potnpilius, d.eified, under the title of Quirinus, is erected, 
and in it is placed the first solar dial. The consul, Spur. 
Cat·vilius, also ordered the erection of a temple to Fortis 
.Fortuna, to contain the spoils taken frorn the Etruscans. 
lie also ord.et·ed the constt·uction of a temple in honor of 
LEsculapiu·s, to be situate upou the island of the ~Tiber. 

285 B. C. 
The Fraternities of Constructors, as they are called at 

this time, attached to the Ron1an legions, locate them
s.el ves in that pot·tion of Uisa1 pine Gaul known to-day as 
\~en ice and Lombardy, · whither they had followed the 
conquest of the H.oman arms. To these fraternities-of 
whon1 a brigade \Vas attacht~ to each legion, and which 
they nccQ_IQ )anied every-whcre-,vas entrusted the design
ing of the plans of all t l~_militar.y-cutlS_tr..uc.tjons, such as 
i~1t1·enched ~runp~, strategic r~es, b~s.z... aque.d..u£!s, n~d 
dwell i ugs. They directed the labors of soldiers and the 
mot·e ignorant workn1en in the mechanical execution of 
the:3e works; and. it was them who_also mapufactnr~<!.J..!Le 
in1pJ_gment~ of 'var. They wer~ subruissive to the gen
erals or chiefs uf the legions in such matters as related 
din~~ly to the moven1entd of the army, hut in all else they 
reruaine<l in the et~J2_yn1eut of their prtvTieges. Composed 
of al'tists an<L.l~al'tleu ~en, these fraternities spread the 
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ideas of Roman tnste, and the knowledge of Roman man
ners, litet·ature and art, wherever the Rotna.n nation carried 
1ts \'i(:torious anns; while, at the san1e tirne, they insured 
the vnnqnished in the nossession of.J_h~p~ci'!i.c eletneut_pf 
RqHl~.tL!'~v9.f, he_t:_ar!§... .!P~ civil laws. 

280 B. C. 
Under the consulate of Oaius Duilius new temples are 

ereeted, one of which, after having vanquished the Oartha
giu iuns at sea, he de<licatec.l to Jan n:;. Another temple, 
erecteJ. by order of Actilius, he J.eJ.icated to llope. 

275 B. C. \ 

The conquest of nearly all of Cisalpine Gaul- now 
known as the Sardi nia.n States-was followed by this 
country being at once taken possession of by the frater
nities of constructors, who, never remaiuing inactive, re
erected every-where. an<!__ n.lwnys ,in better 1nanner, those 
mouun1ents which the legi_gq§_ had dcstro.yed. 

250 B. C. 
\Vhile Cisalpine Gaul was covered over with military 

colonies, surrounded with fot·tifientions executed by the 
fraternities of constructors, who likewise et·ected in their 
midst hubitations and pala(:es fot· the principal con1n1anders, 
other legions cntTied their conquer·ing arn1s Leyontl the 
Alps into Transalpine Gaul and Spain. The firgt t•eat 
higluY.ay is CO..!lst._ructed ~Lout this_ ti!tJ'L!'l.Cross Gaul~ 
leading ft·om H.o1ue to ~h~ Y,~tlley o( ~a. -

225 B. C. 

'l'he fraternities of constructors, " rho followed the le
gions into Gaul and Spain, con1pleted their mission. In 
Spain t.hey founded Cordot'a; in Gaul, Em.podorum. Those 
of l{ome there constructed the faruous Flan1inian Citcus, 
to which the Consul, C. }"'Ian1iuius, attached his name, 
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220 B. C. 

The R nnans, attacked by Ilannibal, erected after his 
retreat, in corHmemot·ation of that event, a temple to the 
god (idea) Hitlicnle. U ndet· the di t·cctiou of tl1e colleges, 
au<l by oe<ler of the cen~or Flatuiuius, t!Je l{onlau soldiers 
construct a great strategic route. Flarni u ius al~o orders 
the erection of a circus in H.otue. 

210 B. C. 
During the second Punic 'Vat· the coll o-es hau no ent

ploynteut at Rome, thel'e ciug llotbiug for theru to con
stnlct ; they, the1·cforc, ~veu t i u to t!Je colHptet·eu p t·ovillces. 
Subsequently they J'etuJ·u ed~ a ltd nude~· the ot·tlet·~ of ~I at·
cellu~, they COUStl'liCtCU two telllple~, ueal'ing the t itles 
respectively, of Virtus uuu Juno ilu~pita. 

200 B. C. 
The n .oman people l1aviug ueciued, in the year 202, to 

erect a ten1 pie to the god ~la1·s, uuu a not her to the 
founders of Horne, Ronullus anti hi~ urother Hetuus, Loth 
Of these ten1pJes are COlll!JleteU uuriug thi~ year. 

148 B. C. 
The first temple in mat·ule is ot·u~t·eu to be erected by 

the genera] ~letellus, who, after lJ i::3 victot~y over the kiug 
of n1uceuon ia, deuieated it to J u pi tcr Stator. Afterward 
he oa·uereu tile erection of anothe1· ten1 j!lc at his own ex
pense, which he c.leuicated to J uuo; also, a renw.t·kable 
sepulcher, that bears Lis uarue. 

125 B. 0 
The legions, become n1astet·::3 of Ilel vetia, there fortified 

tben1scl ves, anc.l gt•atl ually enricheu the country 'vith 
can1ps and the citie$ Augusta Bu~ilia anu Acenlicum, the 
latter of which becatne of sorne ituvortance. 
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121 B. C. 
A Roman colony, commanded by l\farsius, founded 

iVarbo Marsius, (Narbonne,) which becan1e the prindpal 
hcad-qua1·ters of the Rornan armies until the tirne of 
Augustus. The consul Opinius ordet·ed the construction 
at I{,ome of the first court of justice or city hall. lie also 
ordered the erection of a tetnple, w·hich he dedicated to 
Concord. 

101 B. C. 
After the victory over the Cimbrians and the Teutons, 

vanquished by Ma.rius, he orclere<.l the erection in l{onle, 
UlHler the special direction of the architect C. 1\1nsius, a 
temple in honor of the divinities Houor auu Virtue.1 

79 B. C. 
The ancient city of Herculaneum,, in wl1i~h were erected 

by the fraternities of coustructo1-s nurnerous monuments of 
art, is overtht·own and bnrieu in the lava of an eruption of - ~~----......... 

Monnt Vesuvius. '.rhe n1ag-uiticeut --.n-lo.._,_n_u-rifents with - ~ 

·which Pompeii, no leHs celebrated than Ilerculaneum, had 
been ornan1ente<.l by the Ron1an constructors, crurnbled 
and diRappcareu, in gt·eat purt, in conseqneuce of the earth
quake that accornpanie<.l the eruption which destroyed the 
latter city, and all that renw,ins is covered with the ashes 
aud lava thrown out by the eruption m.eutioned. 

75 n. c. 
A great number of t.ow·ns are erected in Gaul in the dis

trict of N arbouue. 1-1ilitary colonies are every-where es
tablished to n1ain tai n the conquered country against the 

1 Up to this time architect.ure pnrtook of the Etruscan style, and the at
tempts made to embellish t.be public temples and edifices consisted but in 
the ornamentation of statues aud other objects erected in conquered coun
tries, particularly in Greece; but from this time the predilection of tho 
Rom..Lns for Greek art and architecture became dominant, and the Etruscan 
ttyl~ of architecture was abandoned, as being too severely simple. 
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ueigh Loring peoples, and pri uci pally in the neighborl1ood 
of tl.e anL·ieut Jlias.silia (~lat·seilles) founded by the Pho
nel'iaus in 540, au<.l of Arelate (Aries), of which the origin 
goes hack to 2000 years betore Uh ri~t. An1oug those 
are Aqua Sextia (Aix) anJ Nemausus (Nintet:3), which be
ca.we iluport.aut cities. Arclate, Letore. n1entioned, suLse
queutly l>el'U.Ble the capital of the kingdotu of Aries, and 
attaiued the rank of a lJOWerful city, wherein the .Nla.souic 
f1·a teruities COll~tt·ucteU SOnle SU lll 1JtUOUS DlOll Ulllell ts. 1'he 
a·uius of au aruphitheater, an oheli:.;k, a terulJle, au arch of 
triun1ph, and an aqueduct, t·eveal to us tile ancient irnvor
tance of the re~iueuce of Uoustautiue iu this city. 

60 B. C. 
After !.~..!L ears of aln1ost continual war, during which, 

accordiug to Plutarcl7, SOO ··viil~g~;;e devastated, Julius 
Cresi:u· rnade hirillielf ntaster of all Transalpine Gaul. lie 
at once v.ut the uun1erous ft·at~ruities Q( col}S~ructors at
tu.clle<..l to his legious at wot·k, ::.uJ ordered the atteu<..luuce 
of nutny ot.hem seattet·ed tlu·oughout the provinces, to re
ere_Qt& with the aiu of his s~u~rs, ~t1!~~ .19.JY.ll~ auJ cities 
de~troyed, auiJ to reuJet• lllOI'e ~~n.utiful aliU Ol'llUtlleUtal 
the ruonunle!ttd of the peovle. By his order:i and those of 
his successors, the fui1owitigl1ameJ cities became itnportant, 
viz.~ r.Previri ('l'.!:.eves), Rend (Hhei1ns), Rotlwmayus ( l~.~-~~ _ _1) , 
Cesarodunum (Ty~), Avarieurn (.Bourges), i:)enones @~us), 
Burdigala (~J:<..lg.~ux), Vesontio (Bestutcou), J_Jugdunum 
(I~):s!lls), Vjm.uw.:,_Tolo.sa ('1\!.U.ill~e), auJ Lutetia or ?arisie 
(~s). A great nu.tny other cities are erected by the 
colleges, such .as Geryobia, Xelodunum, Avaricum, etc., but 
noue of thetn attaiued the ixuportauce of the above. 
Treves was subsequeutly choseu as the residence of the 
prej!.£-t or gov~uor of the Gauls. 

--.... --
(55 B. C. 

Britain, conquered in part at this time, some reinforce-
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mentA of constructors \Vere sent there to establish 1noa·e ex· 
ten.!l.£.<1 f(>rtHic~tions. Under the conlnla)td ofJ .. uli.u~r, 
one of his legio11s pushe'l fm·tllet· into the countt·y, and, to 
hoiJ its grouud, t~onstructed an in_t_r~~~he<l cun1p, with 
'vall~, inside of y;hieh the conRtnlCtor~ inllneJintely erected, 
as elsewhete, haLitations, temples, aqneductA, etc., anti in 
this nut1111er ga,,.e bir·th to EiJ.!mTJ:ll1n (York), a city celc
brateJ in the History of Ft·eemasonry. ---

50 n. c. 
"\VIai~Hus Qresar pushed his conquests, and destroyed 

drniu altars antl celtic niouuntellts, Potnpey erected in 
Rome nnmer·ous ten1ples autl the fatuous arnpltitlleater, 
built of white mar·Lle, capahle of conta1uing thirty thou
sand pet·sons. lie a:-Iso, under the Jirectiou of the rrate'rni-..-.-.--....... .....-

ties of architects, constructed the not less tamQJ!JLr~ad which 
leu fr·ont Hon1e throngh italy across the AI ps in to Gaul. 
Julius Cresar, upon his returu -tORonle, afso(ihlereJ~~:trn 
construction of rnany ternples, of which he de<licateu one 
each to ~1ars, v.,. en us Genitrix, and ..A pullo. All the col
leges l0cateu in the cities of Cisalpine Gun I (actual Italy) 
are called together by hint unu sent to Carthage auu Cor
inth to reerect those ruiuetl cities. 

45 B. C. 
The Ron1an senate, after the civil war, ordered to be 

erected, by the colleges of co11st ructors, tnany monunwuts 
of dittereut kiuus, in honor of Julius Utcsat·, utnong which 
were fonr tetnples, u~tlicateu re~pectively to Libet·ty, Con .. 
cord, IIappiuess, and ~lm·cy. In tlae yeat· 42 the tr·intn,·irs 
of l{onle erected a ten1ple to Isis utu.l unotlter to Set·npis. 

41 D. C. 
A ntilitary colony is estubl i~lteu on the site of a Gallic 

villnge, a.t the coutlucnce of the Hhou~ nnu Saoue, a11d 
thct·e is founuetl Luydununt (Lyons.) [~t wus Lu•·11t.. t·e-
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~ected by Nero, and beautifully embellished bY. Trnjan. - . -- .--- ---- ~-]Aug(lunnm became aft.erwar the capt tal of Gaul, the seat 
o·f 5u\'et~nn1ent, ancl the irnperia1 residence during the Yoy
ages of the en1peror Augustus and the majority of his 
suecessors.] 

37 B. C. 
The Rogtan legions, stationed along the Rhine to pro

tect Gaul ugniust the continual aggressions of the Geri1ian 
pco1:les, fornwtl at many points it]txenched c~mps, wfiich 
became strong colonies. Colonia Agrippina {Cologne). had 
its ot~igii\ln tlus nHi.1Tner. It was enlarged at this time, 
and iuvestetl 'vith the rights of a !{.oman city, under the 
en1peror_Clau<lius. -- -

35 B. C. 
The ~nfueon. at Rome, is finished under ~1arcus 

Agrippa.:--- who al~o constructed son1e superb hot baths, 
'vhich bore his own nan1e. The gt·eat road ft·om H,onse, 
crossing Cisalpine Gaul and the valley of_Q$_t~yons, 
is continued hy his ordet·s, under tl1e direction of the 
fraternities of constructo..!],_iJJJQ.ur_nutin_ Jirections, viz.: 
Fit~~t, to Aquttant~, E.Y_Auv£,rgne; second, to the l{hiuc; 
thi1·d, to JAaon,_ bjJ.,.urgunJy aud Picaruy; fourth, to ---11arseilles, by N aruonue. 

32 B. C. 
The Roman legions who located themselves at I.~u.tetia, 

(rariR,) under Julius Cre~nr, there, s_itle by sicle with the 
Gallic altars el~ected to Teutou gods, erected ten1ples to 
Isis anti ~fithra. 

30 n. c. 
The reign of Angus~ns is fruitful in great constructiong. 

The fr·aternities of architects are greatly increased, and a 
certain ' nunlber form then1selves 1uto speciil colleges for -------·•. 
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the branches which occupy their attention more particu
lar-ly, viz.: naval and hydrauli~ ~chitecture. The ex
tensive knowledge of these tnen, initiated into th~s
~eries of every art, the hnn1aniturian pr·inciples which they 
protess, thell' tole'r'ahce ana tlierrlnj~terions oganiza.tion, 
surround them with such considetation, that all the dis
tinguished ~ seek admlttar~ce int9_ tl)_eir assoc~on. 

1'he most considerable n1onu n1ents at this tinte erected 
by the1n, at Rotne, a1·e the temP.le of J upit.er Tonans, the 
theater comn1enced nnder the consulate of Claudius 1-far
;tl~, the n:!~Jlsoleum- that bore the tu11ne ~' 
t~arches of g_inn1ph, also nan1ed after ltirn, and two 
Egyptian obelisk=s. In the Ro1nnn provinces \Ve ar•e un
able to menfl()il others among the rnonutnents erected by 
them at this time, beyond the ten1ple of Clitun1 at Foli
gui, that of Jupiter at Pouzzoli, of Sibyl at Tivoli, and 
the arch of triurnph at Suza. In Gaul a great nun1ber of 
some\\rhat less sun1ptuous constructions ornan1ent the cities 
erected and fou11Jeu by the Ron1ans. A great many 
roads, and particular·ly that of En1por'inn1, situate near the 
Pyr'enees, to the crossing of the H.hone, are due to the 
orders of Augustus. The friends of this e1nperor rh·aled 
bitn in the construction of mag-nificent n1onuntents. Sta
titius Taurus constructed an a mph it heater; Ma.rcus Phil
lippus a tentple to Ilea·cules ~Iu~agetes; A1nnatiul:) Plancus 
one to Saturn; Lucius Carnifncius one to Diana; and 
Lucius Cornelius Balbus :fiuisheu his great theater in 
stoue. 

A. D. 1. 
Augustus erected at Nimes, in the fir·st year of the 

Christian era, a temple in honor of his fr·iends Caius uuc.l 
Lucius.1 

1 The remains of this temple are now known under the name of the 
Square House. 
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A. D. 5. 

The Jewish architects are protected at Rome~ 'vhere 
they have been authorized, unuer Julius Cresar, to estab
li:-\h synugo~ues. A(ln1itted into tlle"" colleg-;s of con
st r n c to •~, which ,-at this t.-i m- e-, -,,-.e- r-e-:-;th' e--:-t7h_e_a-:-t'e .... r- o-;;f- a-..l,.,...l_,t.,._.o r-

eign initiations, they _instt'ucted thetn in the knowleuge 
of the !,!.Q.t>rew __ nlyt;teries-a- tjpe of tile E~ian. 

D. 10. 

rrhe cc~cbratetl architect Yttruv~ Pollio establishes in 
his wr1tiugs upon architecture-works translated into all 
languages-the tlout·ishing cotHlitiou in which this art 
existetl at this tiTue at H~..Hne. lie depicts the hutnanita
rian uoctrit_Les which go baud in llmiu wit~tertal 
objects of the Fraternity, atHl~hich, enveloped in allego
rie-:3 anil tllu:;trateu- b)· syn1bols, formed- tliebasis of the 
te~chings of the~e colleu-~s. ----

A. D. 14. 

The palace of the Cresars is commenced during the 
reign of Tiherius. It was continued under that of Cali
gula, and finished untler Donntian. Tiue1·ius erected an 
arch of triun1ph in honor of ltlsba·~het~ Claudius Drusus, 
and another in honor· of Ang-ustus. That consecrated to • 
Castor is also dne to his o!~uers. 

The cities of Perganu1s, Nicomeclia, ~fyla.ssa, Cesarea, 
Pouzzo1ea, and Pola, brought architects and -companions 
ft·otn Ron1e to erect in their midst temples in honor of 
Augustus. 

A. D. 25. 

The bridge of Rimini, comn1enced by Augustus, ia 
fini~hed under Tiherius, who also ordered the erection 
of temples in honor of Proserpine, Juno, and the godde~a 
Coucord. 
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A. D. 41. 
A ~npc1·b RClueduct, which bears his name, is constructed 

untlet· the reign of Claudius. 

A. D. 43. 
Some urigaoes of constrncto'rs are detached frotn the 

ft•atm·nitie~ 1Vhich are stationed Oil tbe ffit11kS of the 
Rhine, anclieJ by tltc emr.er.or_Q}au.;j1lli. to Brifaili,Wltere 
the iegions- expe~~~ u\tHc.t.!.lty___in_ maintaining their 
gr·onnd against the inc .. ~.!.~.ioll~t'-tlte Scots. The better to 
enau}e them to hold th~ir position, these brigacles Of COU· 

strnctors erect a line of fortified can1ps aud. a certain 
nu1nber of strong castles. 

A. D. 50. 
Architectnre at Rome has attained, at this time, its 

cnlntinnting point. The colleges of constructors, depr1ved 
of ettcouragement uncler the despotism of the Etnperors, 
who hy turns gradu~illytookrrom them their r_rivileges, 
seem to ha.ve lost theit:_po\\~i.:§_ of'·at·.c1i1tect.n_ral conceE!ion. 
The nHmuments ~f this tinle are g~~~tl_y infer·ior in the 
elevation of their chn.racter to those which placed them 
at the stnnmit of hnn1an inte1ligence. 'l'he san1e deca
dence is ohserve:l in the monnn1ents of Greece, of which 
the Homans had bot·rowed their most oeautiful n1odels. 
What conta·ibuted to ht·ing about this fall in the architec
ture of Ron1e ·was the absence fron1 that city of. all the 
principal meu of talent tlwt the colleges of constructors. 
ha~l produced, and who had become celebrated in some 
b1·anch of the ar·t. Those nten had been sent by Julius --· _._ Cresar and Augustus into the conqueJ'e provinces, there 
to et~ect temples; aaHl~ in fact, to_give to those conquered 
peoples an elevated idea of the science and art of their 
conq uct·ors, and to _ inspire then1 'vith admil'ation for the 
lattet'. The co11eges of c0i1structo"rs, who concentrated 
within their membership a great atnouut of the knowl-

.. 
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edge acquired at this period, thus contributed, by their 
science and the magnificence of their constructions, as 
much as did the arrns of Rome to the consolidation and 
gio~·y_of the Roman power. -- -

Among the arch~or magistri, as they are called
such as Cossntius, Oaius, ~farcus Stallius, Menallippus, 
Cyr·us, Clautius, Chrysippus, Cornn1bus-who belonged to 
those times, there ·were a certain nun1ber ·who especially 
occupied themseh·es ·with n1aking kno\vn, by their writ---ings, the theQry and rufesoftlieir art. In tniS·tnanner 
~ -... 4- ----- .----; -

\Vas the time of Vitruvius P01Tio, Tulfitius, Var1·on, Pub-
lius, and Septitnus occupied; and they were thus enabTed 
to con1muuicate with the brethren situated at a distance 
from the principal center of their schools of architecture. 
Of these \vritings those of Vitruvius Pollio alone have 
con1e down to us. 

A. D. 54. 
The temple of Bellona; that of Roman Charity; also, 

son1e baths and aqueducts are constructed at Rome by the 
ot·ders of Nero, and bear his name. This em:peror:o after 
having set fire to the capital, by 'vhich the n1ost beautiful 
mouun1ents w·ere destroyed, ordered the constraction of 
his famous palace, called the palace of gold, upon \vhich 
the two masters, Severus and Celler, directed the wot·k. 
Under the pt·eceding reign-of the emperor Claudius
Rorne was greatly increased'; an arch ·of triumph ·was dedi
cated. to the Tiber, and a beautiful aqueduct, which bore 
the name of Claudius, was begun. 

A. D. 70. 
At this time 'vere constructed, under the 11eign of F. 

V espasian, the famous temple of Peace, and the Colos
seum: or Flavian amphitheater, capable of contatning( Hie
hurrilred and teu thousanu-persons, and upon .'vhich were 
fot·ced to1 a'bo r- t\velve- tlnrusarrd- J ews, carried captive to. 
Rome after the overthrow of Jerusalem. 

18 ~ c-- -• ·- ~ -----
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This an1phitheater was not fit~ished until the year 80, 
when, -u-nde·r Titus, it was completed. · 

A. D. 80. 

Under the emperor Titus public baths, 'vhich bear his 
-= -

name, are completed; he also constructed a palace. 'fhe 
l1ouses and public edifices, destroyed by fire the preceding 
year, are not rebuilt until the re1gn of his brother 
Domitian. ·. -- A. D. 85 . . 

The emperor Domitian greatly enlarged and embellished 
the palace of the Cresars; a new theater and many tetnples 
are erected by his orders at Rome, and a number of tem
ples in Gaul. He finished the famous military road that 
crosses Savoy and Provence. 

A. -D. 90. 

The fraternities of constructors in Britain, by orde1· of 
the general Agricola, constructed fortifications which ex· 
tended from the Gulf of Sohvay to where he had pene
trated in repulsing the Scots, and tbere, \vith his legions, 
he fixed his residence to hold the country. 

A. D. 98. 
Of numerous celebrated temples, among others those of 

Faunus and Diana, that of Quirinus, \Vith its sixty-six 
columns, is, under the rei[!!_..of Traj.an, constructed at 
Rome, and many others in the Roman provinces. At 
Amonias is erected to his honor an arch of triumph, 'vhile 
he himself orders the erection of one in honor of V ospa
sian Augustus, and another to Pautanus. He also built 
hot baths, and th~amous circus,_cf!,,nable of containing 
hvo ~ u~dre5!_!~1~~y t ~usal}§_pgrsq,ns. 

A. D. 120 .. 

New temples are erected at Rome, under the reign of 



FIRST CIIRONOLOGICAL EPOCH. 275 

Adrian-that of Venus, among others. He orders the 
erection of .!_he Trajan column, h1 honor of that emperor, 
and also cons~~s a mansole~, kno\vn to-day as the 
castle of St. · Angelo. Tfie celebrated architect Apollo
d,~us, to 'YhQm.-lv.ere due the plans of that ~u_!!o~:tis 
b~nished for having spoken the truth. This emperor, - - - -~- ....-;- --
with indefatigable ability, v1s1ted the most distant prov-
inoes of his vast empire. In Britain he ordered the con
struction, by the fraternities of architects, of an immense 
wall, which, extending from the Tyne to the Gulf of 
Solway, thus crossed the country from east to west, to 
protect the military colonies fron1 the continual in vas ion 
of the Scots. In Spain he finished temples begun by 
Augustus; and it is to his order.§_ar.e_du~ _s~ral temples 
erected in Africa, particularly those 'vhich to-day are to 
be seen in Algiers and Tunis. Asia is equally indebted 
td him for numerous public monuments; but it 'vas 
Greece th~LW.J:t$_pa_r.:tic!Jlarly favored by his constructive 
genius, and/ in \vhich country he .ordered the erection of 
the most celebrated of _!i~e..r temples, ~ch as the Pantheon 
and the temp~s to Jupiter Panhellenes, and that to 
.JupE:er Olyi._npus, ·witli its one hundred ~d_twenty-t,vo 
columns. -

A. D. 130. 

. After the fall of the Roman Republic, all tl1e other 
corporations fouude at tnesametimeas the colleges of 
constructors by ~ uma_P_Qmpilius2_!iave lost their ancient 
privileges, in_£Q!lseguence of tJ~isfrust-entcrtained for 
them - by the despotic emperors. The colleges of coni~ 
structors are also restrained__!?y ~ T E_ajan and .Adrian, bu1 
their love of glory and luxury made it necessary that thes~ 
colleges should be allo\Yed to retain their privileges neal'ly' 
intact; for, without the aid of the artist constructors, all: 
hope of transmitting to posterity the grandeur of theit 
names and actions would have been vain. ~ 
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A. D. 140. 
Under Antoni nus the temples of Mars, of Faust.inus and 

Antoninns Pius are erected ut Ron1e, besides many others 
already begun are finished. lie orders the construction of 
another w·all in Britain, 'vhere the legions are unceasingly 
menaced by the Scots. This immense 'va11, which ex~ 
tended ft·onl the Forth to the Clyde, requir.ecl the aid of 
the natives for its conlp1~1on,_mau.y. 'of whom became in
corporated in the fra~~-rnitie~ of the Romans, and lea!:ned 
tl.!,eir a•·t. But that which, above all, disti nguishea the 
reign of Antoninus a.re the .n1agnificent edifices of colossal 
dimensions 'vhich he constructed at Dalbec, (Ileliopo1is,) 
of 'vhich the two principal t.en1ples, dedicated to the sun; 
are inexplicable marvels of n1asonry. 1}. was ~'the 
l\1asonic fraternities, ren1ains of the ancient Ron1an col
leges, who, in th~Tn~ _or t~ _9:ristian 'persecution!~ 
ordered by ~ ero,-Domitian,_ and .T~j!,n, sought refuge in 
those pt'Q.Vinces the most distant from Rome, and wh~eh 
-..vere governed by men 1noi·e hurruu1e than the en1perot·s, 
that those n1aster·pieces of architectural grandeur were 
erected: 

A. D. 166 . 
• 

The famous road whiclJ, leading from Civita Vecchia, 
-at the Aurelian Forum-to Arles, is com"ii1enced Gy £11e ----- . colleges' of con~tJ·uctors, under ~he orders of nfaecns Au-
relius, and finished during his reign. 1\fost of the metn .. 
bera. of the colleges of rCQllSt!.!l.ctors embrace Chri8tianity. 
At this time their nun1ber had gt·eatly increased, as '"e11 
in. Rome as in the provinces. The emperor ~farcus Au
relius, greatly irritated in vie'v of the astonishing progress 
made by the ne'v doctrine, and 'vishing to destroy it by 
force, follo,Yed the eL~mple of his predecessors, and this 
year ordained_ ne'v persecutions against the Christiunr.. 
Iu consequence n1any took refuge in Gaul and -Bi1tailf
particularly within the latter .country-where they fouud, 
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among the :1fasonic corporations, that protection they 
sought fOrln vain elsewhere. 

-:s-un1gers of Clifistlail~fasons, finding themseh·es unable 
to lea.,:e Ro~n1e, sq_ughJ.. ~ th~~tac~~.E:.. s-~~~ a~ylum, 
in ""hicb to sustain themselv~mt_ the bloody e(licts 
Jaunched at them, and to escape the punishment to \Yhich 
they are condernned. It is in the dark boson1 of these 
6ubterranean caverns that they_Qften rnet in fraternal etn
brace with their fello\v religionist"S;wi£h wlion1 they found 
refuge. During the teu.. .vears of co.utin_u.e.Jl_pe.rsecution 
against the Christjans, under niarcus Aurelius, these cata
combs are transformed by those Christian artists into 
churches, ornan~d with sarcophagi, paiutingg, and 
encanstlc adornn1ent-the faith thnt inspired the1n induc
ing them to there erect chapels over the graves of n1artyred 
fellow-Christians, and thus th~~~ ~.hich oo:~:ere~heir 
preciOU.§.J~mains be.c.a.tne altars fOc.-sacrifica and_ prayer. 
The number of the martyrs augmenting, these , chapels 
\Ve1·e subseq~enttyrepfaced~oy sarcopnagi; w·hich, in later 
tin1es mat·keu the places in \vhich their remains reposed. 

A.· D. 180. 

Some temples and hot baths are constructed by.order of 
the en1peror Titus. He also ordered the erection of pillars 
in honor of A~toi)ius and ~farcus Aurelius. The n1cn1bers 
of the cor~orations of constructors are atrociously_perse--cu~e.w._fQ eir doctrine, and of them those 'vho 
escaped_!ed to the east. n this manuer the constructors 
were driven ft~om the city of their birth, and none re
mained but the fe'v who had not been converted to 
Christianity. 

A. D. 193. 
A temple to 1Iinerva, an arch of triumph to Rome, and 

another to V a1abro, in honor of Septimus Severus, at·e the .. 
only in1portant monuments erected at Rome under the 
reign of this emperor. In Britain, in the year 207, he 
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·commenced a third wall, further nortl1, with the old 
object of protecting the legions; put the f:~:niti~ find
ing themselves unequal in numbers to the task of under
taking a 'vork so gigantic, ~cco~~d~ th_~~:?ns, who 
had learned their art, to assure themselves of their assist-
a ... n<;e,__!he safl!_e ~dvaE~ages a~-d th~-~1!~~- P.l:iiU.~e~vhich 
they enjoyed the~s~lyes~i~- -

A. D. 211. 
The construction of Inany temples, baths, and a circus, 

marked the reign of Cara~a11a . 

.A.. D. 222. 
Under the reign of .Alexander Severns, who openly pro

tect~d architecture, and secretly Christianity, some new 
monuments are erected at Rome:-iie ordered the restora
tion of many ancient edifices, and the erection of a city 
hall and n1agnificent baths. He desired also to consecrate 
a temple to Christ, but 'vas restrained in so doing by the 
representations made to him that, 'vere he to do so, the 
other temples 'vould go to ruin . 

.A.. D. 235. 
Numerous new temples are erected at Rotne and in the 

provinces, under lvfaximiu and Gordian. By the former, 
amphitheaters ·were erected in various cities in Italy, and, 
by the latter, baths at Rome, that l)ore his name . 

.A.. D. 250. 
No construction of any importance signalized the reigns 

of Decius or Valerian, except the baths 'vhich "rere con
Etructed by order of the former. The ne\V persecutions 
directed by the~" against the Christia~s greatiy a1miilisned 

...... 4---.... - -----

1 The most important of the milit.ary colonies at this time in Britain was 
Eboracum-the city of York-which became celebrated in the hislory of 
Freemasonry. 



FIRST CIIRO:NOLOGICAL EPOCH. 279 

the colleges of constructors, and dispersed such of their 
~ 

1nen1bet·s-a great numbet·-as had embr.~ced the tenets 
of that faith which inculcated the doctrine of fraternity. 
Flying ft·om :fu;ffie,- they souglit refuge in that country 
whm·eiu they \Vould J>e _k_ast yersecuted, viz., Britain, 
where the ne\v doctrine had already nun1erous partisans. 
Those \vho could not leave the city took refuge in the cata
combs, the asylum of the Christians . 

. D. 260. 
Reformation of the colleges orrrafernities of constructors 

~ ~ - .. -~ 

i& Gaul and Britain. The ne\v doctrine, not,vithstanding 
its affinity with that professed by the artists, produced, 
ho\vever, some schisms among them-a portion of those 
who belonged to different professions separating then1selves 
from the geueralassociation, as it had exi~ted until that 
time, to form separate associations, composed of one art or 
oue trade.1 

A. D. 270. 
The 1fasonic fraternities in Gaul, as in Britain-whose 

members had generally adopteatlie".Cliristian ~trine, 

d.evotllig_themselY.es, particularly in G-aru;to the Coiis1nrc
tion of religious edifices-underto<:l£ to build the ne\v 
churches that the ~p2stles, w~~~.from R.Q.~~.JE..-the 
~.r_.257,_desired to er~c~ ~t ..A.~iens, Beauvais, S~issons, 
R~m~ aud Paris,. where these aP.ostles n! ve estaolrshed 
thern:.~elvesJ.~ the capacity of bishops. 

A. D. 275. 
This epoch is marked in the history of architecture by 

1 H. is these associations that we suba.equently find organized under the 
Bame of corporations of arts and trades, the laws of which exhibit more or 
less traces of the ancient constitution of the Roman colleges, from which they 
have descended. The Masonic Fraternity preserved only its antique organ
ization, together with ~ts humanitarian and artistic secrets, and its privileges, 
all of which, howeve; were very much modified • . 



• 

280 GENERAL HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY. 

one of the most sublin1e conceptions of the artistic genius 
of thep.hllosophet· 0onstructors, executed uncfer the reign 
and by the orders of the en1pe1·or AureliaJ1. They are the 
t\YO temples of tho sun at Palnlyra., \Vhich surpass in 
beauty and grandeur those of Heliopolis. The principal 
one of these temEles has four hundred and sixty-foyr cpl
Jn1ns, 1nany of which are composed of a singleoloek of 
marble: The- ,vh61e-nilln15er of-colun1ns ,VlliCiio rnament 
the t\VO temples and the galleries att~!l.~UQ..!§'m is four
teen hundred~g-fifty-:- k-l.11:.elr;p-employed th;-last .t,-vo 
years of his short reign to, an1ong other peaceful1neasures, .. 
the ~vival of architecture at Rome, and in this project 
was ably assisted by the Byzantine architects, Cleodamus 
and Athenacus. - , ~ -

A. D. 280. 

Architects who have acquired great celebrity in Britain 
are_c:_aVed ~y Dig_ckti~nj:o_constrn_g_t_the monuments he 
has designed to erect in Gaul. 

A. D. 287-290. 
Carausius, commanding the Roman navy, takes posses

sion of Britain and proclaims hin1self emperor. To con
ciliate the Masonic fraternities, then ·wielding u.n immense 
influence ·in .. tlie couii'tt·y, he c011fi.i·rile<l to them at Veru lam, 
(Saint Albans,) the place of hi~ residence, in the year 290, 
~~heir ancient privileges, as they had been established 
by N urna Porn pili us, 111 the year 715 B. C.; and it is fron1 
this tirne that the FreemctS~ls began ~o _ b~ distinguish~~} 
from those V\rhp were not free, or upon \Vhom tl.aese pt·if:-
eges had not been bestoWed. 

A. D. 293. 
Albanus, architect and first grand inspector of the Free

masons in Briton, 'vho represented t.he l\Iasonic societies 
in their negotiati;tls ·with Carausius, originally a pagan, 

' 
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is cpu vet-ted to Christianity; and, at the risk of i1is life, 
he pt·eaches the doctrines of the new faith to the eroperor, 
al)tllS c~quently belfe~1ded.- -ru tflis manner a gt·and 
master of Freemasons becante the first ChriStian nillrtyr 
in13ritain. - A. D. 296. 

'The city of _x ot~, _in ·which are found the most inlpor
tant lodges of .Er.e.e.n1asons in the country, is chosen as his 
re~idence by the under-emperor, Constantius Chlorus, who, 
upon the death of Carausius, came to Bt·itain by order of 
:hlaximin, to assume the government of that country. 

r; A. D. 300. :\ 
r At this epoch Rome counted ~vithin its walls more than \ 
five huuut·ed tetuples, thirty-seven gates aud arches of 
triumph, six bridges, seventeen amphitheaters and theaters, 
fourteen aqued~cts1_ fi\Ce obeli~k~-~ m.:d of n1onumental col
umns a great n tgnher,_such ~s n1ilitary, \Yarlike, statuary, --honorary, legal, (upon \vhich \vere engr~ved the laws,) and 
lactary, (at the base of \Vhich \Vere hiid children found 
astray,) ~ld.,_ffn.ally, palace;,- n1ausoleums, baths, and 
sepnlchet·s in proportiouat.~_nun1ber. All of these n1onu ... 
ments, withou~ exceution, wet·e et·ecteJ hy the fraternities 
or colleges of architects and builders. 

A. D. 303. 
The emperor Diocletian-nuder whose reign were erected, 

in nutny of the Roman provinces, ternples, aquedncts, and 
baths-distinguished hirnself particularly by the most 
atrocious -pcr:5e.~~u~ion .9f ..the_C[u.fstiaus, and ";hon1 'vere 
executed \vith cruelty in the mot·e distant p rovinces. 
Notwithstm1ding the llutnaiiity ortlie(at this time) gov
ernor of Britain, tbe Christians, of whom a great number 
·were members of the ~fasonic fraternities, fo~nd it neces
sary to seek refuge jn_§£otland and the Orkney I slands, 
and there they carried Christiauity and architecture. It 

----------------·-----
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was by ·them that those strong and admirably-constructed 
castles-built in a style so peculiu.rly appropriate to the char
acter of the country and the people-\vere erected for the 
clans of the Scots. The artist constructors attached to the 
colleg:~;-;;stablished at ~O_!Il_e_alsoJled to the east, or buried 
themselves \Vithin the c3~Q_mbs-their usual refuge in 
times of religious and social persecution-~~·e ~~!lY of 
then1 perished. -
- The last monuments of any importance which 'vere 

erected at Rome were due to...Diocletian-the baths which 
he built surpassing, f~rvg;andeur and tnagnificence, even 
those of Alexander Severus; but the most ren1arkable 
monument of the times of this emperor \Vas the palace he 
had erected for himself at Salona, in Da.ln1atia, and wherein -- ~ ------ ....., 
he passed the remainder of his _life after he had resigned 
his governn1ent of the en1 pire. 

A. D. 313. 
This y:ear closed the persecutions of the Christians, and 

by the edict of Milan, rendered-~J. Cons~_~o_tliie the Great, 
Christianity was declaredt he 1:Cligion of the State. Sub
sequently, (A. D. 325,) by the Council of Nice, in Bythnia, 
the forms and doctrines of the Christian religion \vere • 
arranged, and thereupon, with the advent of peace, the 
Masonic corporatiQns a\voke to new life. 

A. D. 325. 
The fraternities, no more_ E_ersecute<!_In the persons of 

their membership, multiplied in R<:~ne 'vith extraordinary 
activity, and displaye<f gt·eat ability and alacrity in the 
construction of the Chrl§!ia_!l_ chn_!·ches ordered by Con
stantine. In the year 323 the !irst Cht·istian church was - . built upon the Lateran Hill, and thereafter are erectea, upon 
the ground occupied and in great part ·with the materials 
aflorded by the pagan temples and halls, the cathedrals of 
Saint Law renee of Sessomanca, of Saint 1fat·cellus, of 
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Saint Agnes, and of Saint Constance. Constantine ordered 
the • erection of an obelisk to Saint John of Lateran, and 
also the erection, upon the Vatican, of a church, \Vhich 
was by hin1 aeaicated- to ~'!~ Paul:-Thiscburch -was 
built in the form of a cross, in commenloration of that 
cross1 w·hich had been seen by him in the heaYens, and 
to which he attributed his victory over 1\faxentius. The 
people subsequently erected an arch of triumph, \vhich 
they dedicated to Constantine the Great. 

A. D. 330. 
Constantine the Great changes the name of Byzantia to 

Constantinople, and raises it to the rank of capital cit.y of 
t:* ~ 

the Eastern Ro1nan Empire. At this place the building 
brethren concentrate, to engage in the imn1ense construc
tions wh1cllhe proJects tliete:-The cliurcli of St. So )hia, 
begun in the year 326, 'vas the first Christian churc 
Byzantia saw erected within Iler\ ,;.fls. The foundations 
of many- othe-r-; a re laid. -:A- new-Eftyle of architecture is 

1 The Greek cross, which wns copied by Christian architects as the model 
upon which to erect all edifices devoted to Christian worship, was chosen by 
them, not because Constantine had prescribed this form, but because this 
cross mysteriously attached itself to the worship of every people, and made 
part of the symbolism of their art, and a knowledge of which formed a por
tion of the secret teachings of the colleges. .1his cross exhibit.s, in ita..pro
P.Ortions what are known as the sacred numbersJ.!'nd.J!~ numbers are the 
basis of geometry. It was also the ~~d-~~~,2! the HoiY: of Holi!:,s,_in 
the_. temple of Solomon; and, in a word, it {'.~~resents the unity~ the 
trinity. For the other- dispositions, proportions, and details of the religious 
edifices, the temple at Jerusalem-of which the holy books of the Hebrews 
conta ined precise details-served always as a model; that temple being 
recognized as the great masterpiece of architecture, as it was also the first 
temple erected and consecrated to an only God. ttrSUliStemple which even 
yet, and in our own day, i.s considered the most significant symbof of Free· 
masonry. Tlle pla;s of Christian ~urches, from the fo~;u~· century to-the 
present time, following those which have preceded them, are derived from a 
mixture of Jewish and pagan elements. The form of the cross was subs~ 
que"iitly adopiea fort lie-found atToii01nearly all the religious edifices of the 
Christian world. 
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formed-the Latin and Greek intennixing 'vith the Arab, 
and giving birth to 'vhat 'vas subsequently known as 'the 
Byzantine, which was not distinctly developed until the 
eighth century. 

The emperor Constantine, who had proclaimed that the 
sign of the ct~oss should ornament the imperial standard, 
con tin ned, nevertheless,. to sacrifice to the gods of pagan
ism. lie despoiled Rome, Athens, Hhodes, Chios, Cypn1s, 
and Sicily of their t·iches and their n1onun1ents of pnst-tin1e 
art; and thus the cities of Italy, Greece, and Asia Minor 
furnished him with 'vorks of at·t \Vherewith to adorn the 
ne'v capital of his en1pire. 

The Ma~onic fraternities, who, during the persecutions 
of the Christians, had ta'Ken refuge-in "Syria and in Pales
tine, are n.O\V, by fiie orders o( Cc>J!_stan£ii1e, occupied in 
those rrovinces in the et·ection of churches. II_eliopolis, 
J _etU$a1em, and the village of Be~ are the places 
'\\"herein the first of these churches 'vere constructed; and 
sub~equently he ordered the et·ection of the church of the 
A1.Q.ly_6~I-Utlc~, at J er~ale~ In Syt·ia and Palestine the 
11asonic corporations greatly increased, and extended into 
the bot·ders of Arabia and countries beyond the l{onlan . 
emp1re. 

A. D. 340. 
Tlte ~fasonic fraternities continued to incr~ase in By-

~ 

zantia. All those \Yho had acquired celebrity iu religious 
architectua·e, such as constt·uetors, sculpto.-s, and painters, 
sought occupation w·ithin this great city, and therein 
helped to complete the twent.Y.:..three churches which, in 
ten ye~r.§,_were erected inside its \valls. 

A. D. 355-360. 
The emperor J uliap., \vho at this time commanded in 

Gaul, ordered the' construction at Paris, ·which had become 
the capital of the Parisians, a n1agnificent ternple, with vast 
baths, the ruins of ·which may be seen in the Rue de la 
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Harpe at the present day. After his victory over the 
Frauks, l1e arranged to resiJe at Paris, and therein ot·<.lered 
the construction of churches unon the ruins of pagan 
ten1ples. 

A. D. 380. 

During the incessant invasions of the Germans, Saxons, 
and Burgnnuians, followed by the Alat1s and Iluns, who 
pillaged and devastated the countl'y, the 1-fasonic ft·aterni
ties ,yere <.liSE£!.~J, 'vhile art of all kinds, and n1ore par
ticularly arcl1itecture,. too~-refuge wtfhh~ .. J h a monasteries, 
where the ecclesiastics, w ho- iillciatti.Iiated 'vith the frater
nities of at·chiteGt.§, s fuuieu-arrd--pres€rved t~Jt:t~stic and 
humanitarian doctrines of tlieirar-t'·.--·---... - · -

A . D. 410. 
The Scots and the Picts, continuing to disturb the peace 

of the Romans in Britain, anu to destroy their walls and 
fortifications, the latter are rebuilt by the great concourse 
of ~fasons ft·om all parts of the island of Britain. Even 

~ 

the new constructions uot proving adequate, however, to 
defencl then1 from the constant inroads of these barbarous 
tribes, and the Romans being attacked upon all sides, and 
their legions being enfeebled by the "·ithdrawal of nun1-
bers of their forces front Britain to the continent, they 
juslged it prudent to ab island of ritain entirely, 
a decision which they carried out, according to so111.e au
thori ties, in the year 411, aud accoruiug to others in the 
year 426. After their retreat,j he fraternities, who found 
themselves composed of various elemeirts that of native 
Britons not being the least-took_ refuguvllere-they n1ight 
be protected by the Romans, upon the continent, in Gaul, 
and in ~atland. Here, as in the tim~ of_ tl~ ~t Chris
tian persecutions, they propagn_te.d_Ghrstianity and.ai·chi
tccture, anu~a.bo;~ all, religiou-sly preserved !!_1;_:-antique 
organizatiQ!l_of_their-lodges. - - -

...... 
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A. D. 430. 
The ~{asonic fraternities, dispersed and dissolved since 

the beginning of barbarian invasions, which devastated 
Gaul, Italy, and even Rome, ex erience reat difficulty, 
notwithstanding the eneouragement offered them y ;fie 
clergy, led by the Popes, to rees~ablish themselves in the 
latter city. 'rhey commenced, however, to repair and re
construct sorne churches, and for this purpose freely helped 
themselves \Vith the materials composing pagan temples. 

A. D. 455. 
Under Genseric new invasions of the barbarians every

where destroyed the public monuments, and for a long 
time arrested, in Rome and Italy, all ne\v constructions. 

A. D. 476. 
Ron1e is invaded for the sixth thne within the fifth cen

tury. During these invasions-those of Alaric in 410, of 
Genseric in 455, and, at this tin1e, of Odoacre-the cities 
were sacked and burnt, anu their te1nples and monuments 
destroyed, the greater number of them never to be replaced, 
and the masterpieces of art buried beneath their ruins. 
The ft·aternities of builders, finding themselves, in these 
times of war, without occupation, and unprotected in the 
west by the Roman po,ver, aTspersed · i 11to Greece and 
Egypt, and many of them took up their residence perma
nently in Syria. All the masterpieces of art, \vhich were 
at this time buried beneath the ruins of temples overthrown 
or destt·oyed, subsequently served to ornan1ent Christian 
churcltes, and the paln.ces and museums of the affluent in 
various parts of the continent. 

A. D. 500. 
The remains of ancient fraternities, who had sought 

refuge in other countries, appear in Rome, and endeavor 
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to revive the colleges of builders. Architecture revives, 
and sorne of the churches are repaired and reconstructed. 

A. D. 525. 

The example of Rorne is .iiJ1.it.1t.e~d in Gaul; and every
where such beautiful tetnples as 'vere erected to the gods 
of the l~omans, and which hitherto have escaped the de .. 
structive tendency pf the international invasions, are de
stroyed to give place to and ·with the remains of 'vhich 
churches are built and consecrated to the saints. Under 
the reign_ of Childeric (460-181),_i>f _Qlovis_U:Sl-511), of 
Clothait·e (~11-561), 'vho have protected the ~fasonic cor
porations and encouraged their labors, there are ere-cted 

'many churches. The fraternities of Roman architects, as 
well as those of Gaul, who remained in the country after 
the retreat of the Romans (486), are recognized and con
firmed in their ancient privileges. 

A. D. 530. 

Some fragments of tl1e Rotnan colleges, which had taken 
up tbeit· resRlence-'ii1Syri~-are-callea;-at difierent titnes, 
by the _kingSof!>ersia to- erect -uionum~ts of ~public 
character, bearing the chat·acteristics of the Persian taste. 
Latin, Greek, and Byzantine styles bore enter into a new 
intern1an·iage, with the pomp and display of Persian 
magnificence. 

' 
A. D. 550. 

By order of Justinian I, the great church QLS~ophia, 
at Constantinople, is constructeaoy a fraternity of Greek 
architects, OYer the-retnains of that erected by Constantine. 
the Great, 'vhich had been destroyed bJ fire. 

Th1s monument, converted by the Turks into an Impe
rial mosque, is the most magnificent conception of our 
time, as it \vas of that most iiow:ishing period-" · hen art 

• 
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' received its most powerful impulse.1 The ~fa.sonic fJ·ater-
nitics of Byzantia anu other provinces of. the empire, 
spreading themselves at this time into Italy, Sanlinia, 
Corsica, and a part of Afr~ca, subn1itted once n1ore to be 
swayed by the scepter of their ancient masters. These 
countries, relieved of the rule of the Goths and Vaudals, 
encouraged the erecti~f r_~llgig_u~ mo_!,l_untents.,.for wl1ich 
tlfe greatchurch of St. Sophia served as the n1odel. 
Subsequently (726) all these· 1non uments- were- destroyed 
during the revolutions \Vhich prevailed under the icono
clastic emperors. 

A. D. 557. 
• 

Austin; a Ben~diGtirr.Lmonk and architect, arrived in 
England for the purpose of 'CO ri.Vei~fng-tlieJtnglO-Saxon.sl' 
to Christianity. He pia<:ed hirnself at the head of the 
Masonic fraternities, and lifted them out of the n1any - - ......__ ----
difficulties into which they had fallen during the last 
'vars. 

'4:~ 
At this time the Freemasons became fully recognJzed 

in Britain, by the fact that their numbers were insufficient 
to execute the itnmense constructions projected by the 

1 Justinian' I, in reconstructing the great cllllrch of St. Sophia, con
fided the general direction to two Greek architects. These were aRsisted 
by Q..ne hundred -rriaster worknf!n, \\;Ilo had each one hundred workmen 
to ex~cute t heir orders, and each of whom had ten la ltor~,rs under their 
direction. Five thou~and met}_wer'~, in this manne;, employed on each 
side of the building; and in the sixteenth year from the commencement 
ofTis constructiOn it was finished~~md inaugurated by the slaughter of 
one thousand oxen, teo thousand sheep, six hundred stags, one thousand 
hogs, ten - th;usand hens a;d ten thousand pullets, which, with thirty 
tllOusan-d m easures of tcrain, were distributed to t he pe~-ple. Justinian, 
having expen1ledEmornwus sums for the erection of this construction, 
was forced to order taxes to be levied for its completion. It is said 
that before the walls had risen three feet above the ground, he had 
expended four hundred and fifty-two hundred weigut of gOlden coiu - - ..- ~_....., 

• 
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ne'v apostles of Christianity. In theie voyages to Ron1e, 
whither they \Yent to co1lect statues and pictures where
with to adorn the churches in Britain, these apostles 
always returned bringing with then1 'vorkmen, sculptors, 
and painters; and the bishop of \'.T eymouth imported ft·onl 
Gau) into .Britain men of like professions in great number. 

A. D. 600- 602. 
Dnring these years the cathedrals of Canterbury and 

Rochester were erected . 
.. 

A. D. 607. 
The cathedral of St. Paul , at London, begun in 604, is 

finished, and that of St. John, at Winchester, Legun in 
605. 

Q.n~61o.~ 
Death of Austin, grand inspector of the Freemasons. 

He is subsequently canonized under the name of St. 
. ~ ----A~1stine. 

A. D. 620. 

The ~fasonic corporations at this time, although gov
erned by the sa1ne laws and characterized by the same 
principles, partook not every-where of the same qualifi
cations, or rather the_y_:vere kngwn_ by_diiferent nantes in --- .----.-. ~ -
different couutries. For instance, in Italy they were 
known as the Colleges of Ar@itect~ or Builders, and 
oftentin1es simply as the ~fasonic Fr~itle'S; while in ,__...,........ ._,. 

Gaul they were called Brother l\fD-sons, Brother Bridgers, -- ----- --(bridge-bull<lers,) or Free Cor2orations; anc1in Britain, 
- ----by reason of their well-known privileges, they were called 

Freen1nsons. At this time tl1ey are all etnployed exclu---. 
sively by the religious orders, <.lit·ected by thetn, and even 
quattered in the monasteries. The abbot, o r such other 
ecclesiastic as may be- sufficiently acquainted with the 
rules and practice of architecture, upon this account, pl·e-

19 . 
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sides over the meetings of the lodges-general assenlhly 
of all the nt·t.ists and wot·ktnen-and, conseqnently, is ad
dressed in such assen1bly as ll'orshipful .J.11asler. [To the 
pt·esent time <locs this ti tJ e attach to the presiding officer 
in a lodge of :H'reetnasons.] 

A . D . G60. 

The fnts and flrchitecttu·e take refuge " rithin the mon
a§j:_t~ri e&.Jrhenc\·er their pt·ogress is at·res ted ot· pnrnlyzed 
by in tern~-.tiona 1 wa t·s. Thet·e they a r·e cnlti \'a ted with 
suecess 1~1~ _l!'los~l~~i_!~_gnished ecclesiasth~~' who nrc 
adtnitteu as rnentbel's of the- M;.souic fraternitie8. It 'vas 
a.lso, in gt'eflt par·t, according to the designs and plans 
drawn hy tltese ecclesiastics that the c01·poration!-> executed 
the relig-ions monuments of this time. The monastic ... 
schools of ar·cllitecture not only pt·odnced some ecclesiastics 
.celebt·ate<l as arciJ itects, such as St. Eloi, hi8hop of N oyt>n 
(659); St. Ferol, bishop of Limoges; Da1rnac, bisltop of 
Rltoflcs; Agt·icola, bishop of Chnlons (080-700); bnt tlJCy 
al~o gaY,9 to the_profession of at·chit.ectut·e Ia ·n1en not lc~i! 

distingn ishcd, a~~ under· whose d i •:~eti.DJ.L Jl umet·ous pu ic 
monnn1cnts 'vcre et·ecteu in Gn.ul anu Brituiu. 

A. D. 680. 

The Ft·eemasons of Bt·itaill, having ren1aine<l "·ithout 
a chief since the death of Anstin, the king of ~fet·8ey, 
.g rand pt·otector of the Frn.t.et•nity, appointeu Bennet, ahhot 
of \Vit·ral, inspector-genet·nl anll snperintetulent of ~.fa
sonry. Nevet·the1css, the labot·s of tHe Ft·ate,·nity were 
COllUUctcd \Vith but little spit·it thu·ing a Celltnry. 

A. D. 685. 
The l\1asonic fraternities of Ron1an OI'Igln, who had 

been ot·<ler·ecl intot i;-;-East; aif<l "ri1any of ~vhnnr ha<l rc
mainod in Constantinople, acquired gt·eat t·eputatiuu, aud 
were SU_9CQ_ssiy_~ly sought for hy_ P.ersian, At·nlJian, and 
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Syrhru_P-otentntes. Among others, the caliphs of Dantas
cns ancl ~!edina intru:;te<.l to them the erection of the 
n1osqnes of those cities. 

A. D. 700. 
Architecture has attained at this time a l1igh degree 

.,/ pc1·fect.iora in Englanu,' the style an<l expression of the 
edifices preseut!ng cxdush'·ely the charactel'istics of what 
was ti.en ku~· l ~'lS Scottish arcuitecture, which, at this 
tilue, was considered antong the E'1·uten1ity the Inost per
fect in OUtlines UllU uetails, UllU the tnasters of it the UlOSt 

learned of any of tl~e- hrefiu·eu. Ou this account they 
were called Scottish-~Iastet's. 

A. D. 720. 
Jhe progress that architecttu·.e had made in Ganl, in tho 

COlH$e of the last century atHl the ent·Jy pat·t of the present, 
\\~as UJTeste<.l b · the incur·siot Lthe_~s, in tlte year 
18, utu.l rentainetl in n paralytic couuitiou for nwny 

year5. 
A. D. 740. 

Upon the demand of tlae Anglo-Saxon kings, Charles 
AJarteL_ who hau ut this time go\'ernctl Gaul as" ~layor 
(;{ the Paluee," ~eut to llritui u ntauy a1·ch itccts awl 
}.fasons. 

A. D. 750. 
Uu<ler the reig-n of the caliph of llagtlnLl, architecture 

.....- -_, ____. 

1 When Hon.,rius nb:uu.lonelllla·itain, in 4:W, in consequence or his inability 

to holll the country ng;Lillst the iuv;Lsicms of the L)icts 11nll 8cors, the llt·irous 

callell to their aid, fl•r tb:Lt put·pose, the Augles nuu ibe S.LXOIIS. Afler IU:tk· 

ing themselves IDI\Slers or the COlltHt•y, the hLtter found~tl witl.iin it fottr' 
kingdoms, nndtl.ie former fouuc.!ed thre~, which iu8:::!i wct·e uuitet.l, Utuler t1te 

gcnc:>t·nl name of Anglt-land, with the 8•lxoo king Egbet·t ns ruler. In 8;3.j 
tl.ie Uanes :uul Not"lllllttS desolllted the couuu·y, bnt bet weeu 871 1Lml HOU 

Alfret.l rhe Gre;ll forced tl.iem to tet·ms of pe•LCe. Shot·tly afterward, howcvt·t· 

they iov1Lded tile conutry anew, n nll oeurly nll the public mouutuf!ll'e 

ohurches, and monasteries became a prey to fit·e and pilla~e. 
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anrl the arts generally attained to a high degrPe of per
fection. ~~~abifl:.t at_jhis tim.o, exhibitrd a rlegr·ee of civil
ization far in advance of tl1at kno\VIl in Asin. or Aft·ica. 
'I,he fl·atet·ni~L··wc-h~tects 'vho, after the fall of the 
Roman Erupjy~ of the \Vest, rem_aine<l in Syria an<l A t•ahin, 
contributed in a great uegrQ_Q, _b,y thei__r kuowle<lge of m t, 
to the splendor- anJ reputation BugJaJ at thi~ tiu10 
enjoyed. - - _,. 

A. D. 775. 

Arabian architecture i_s introduced into Spain, under the 
rule of the caliphs of the East, and dieccte<f, as it was 
every-where, by the ~1asonic assoeiatior!_s. The"e corpora
tions, called fr~rn Bag(hul- by !,!!~ ~i_2e~pys of the caliphs 
to Cordova-a city t 'c)unued - by the Ron1a.ns 252 years 
befe>t·e the birth of Christ-there successiYely erecteJ a 
series of marvelous monun1euts, inspi1·ed by Byzantine 
art. The organization of these cot·porntious is unknown, 
anJ they were, no doubt, subjected-in contradistinction 
to those of the Ron1an colle§reS, fron1 \Vhich they de
scended-to n1o<llticutions acconling with the manners 
nnJ character of the people arnong "·hon1 these aRsocia
tions had place; but it is not p•·obable that there w·as any 
essen t.ial di ftet·ence. TJ!e ~f u~suhn~ we1·e, at this ti n1e, 
n1ore a.JvanceJ in the scale of. .... nr.Land chTilization than 
the Q~tim~ a~ ·;Qi·~q;-lently they cxel'ciseu vet-y con
sidei·al>le influence in the various provinces of the Penin----,..--------sui a.. 

A btlerarn I, viceroy of CorJova undet· the caliph of. 
Darn ascus, having ueclat·eu his i ndepe•!tlence of the Da
nlasceue, enriched his caliphate, the cit.y of CorJo,·a, ·with 
so gt~eat a Jegree of spleud.Jr that the chat'actet· of tlte 
arehitecture thet·ein exhibited cree:tteJ a school of archi
tectut·e, ·whose reputa~ion \vns only equaled by the n1ag
nificenee of its n1onuments. Ftom this tilne that city 
becatue the center of ~1oodsh art. 
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A. D. 780. 

Under the rei-gn-uf-Ghacl~!{Jle !_rchitecture flourished 
anew in F~nce, that 1nonarch having invited f1·on1 Lon1-
bat·dy nutnbers of architects aud wor:Kmen, \Vho were then 
generally calle<l stone-~ttters 

A. D. 850. 

~!any religious edifices, burnt ot· destroyed hy the Danes, 
are reconstructed by the corporations under the Saxon 
kiug Ethel wolf, and the in1med iate direction of the priest 
and arcllitect St. Swithin. At this tin1e \Vet·e renewed 
the n1eetings of the b1·ethren, which were much inter
rupted during the previous century. 

A. D. 875. 
Unde1· the reign of that most illustrious of Saxon kings, 

Alf1·ed the Great, the _al't~, and particulat·ly at·chitectut·e, 
flout·ished. The fraternities rebuilt the towns, castles, 
lnonastet·ies, anu churches, which wet·e destroyed during 
the Daui:;h \\·ars. 

A. D. 900. 

The successor of Alfte<l, Edward king of ~{ersey~ ap
pointed, as grand inspectot·s of the fratet·uities, his brother 
Et.helw~u·d, and his brother-in-law, Et.lu·e<l, who had be
come practica' at·chitects in the school of the Freen1asons. 

A. D. 925. 
At this time all the n1ore in1portant to"·ns in England 

had their lodge of Freemasons; but, notwitJ1stan<liug the 
general couformity of .. their laws and principles, but little 
couneetion existed between them. The · cause of this is 
exptained by the fact· that, for the five centuries in \vhich 
existed the_}l~l'~~rchy, or seve.n Auglo-Saxon kingdont~, 
there was little_counection between those brethren scat---.- -
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tered thl'oughout the kingdoms; and, following the union 
of tlte goYet·tnnent, the war·s of the Danes kept the coun
try in a condition into which the at·ts of peace entered 
but in the smallest proportion. During these wars the 
ntonastet·ies being burnt, the frute·t·nitieU!Lfi~ed an irre
parableloss in the destruction of;- ail tl].eir uo\!unlcuts, 
wt·itten in va1·ious languages and at _various-tinles, brought 
into tl'le count.t·y by the--I{~nlans, G t•eeks, Syrians, Lotn
barus, anti Gauls. Athelstan .. the gt•aJHlson of Alft·cJ the 
Great, who at this time govet·netl England, with his palace 
at York, having been elected as tl1eir chief by the llriest 
at•chitects-hirnself an at·chitect before he ascendetl tho 
thron_e-hfli],_g_lso inducte1l].isvonngerson(Edwin) into the 
mysteries of ~u·t, and appoi 11 t.etl lt itn chief ot· gt·and rnaster 
of the)\·atcr1:i'ity. lu tlii~ position the latter convoked 
all the lodges scattet·etl throughout the conutt·y to a genet·al 
assen1bly, to be held at Yot·k, and there to v•·esent all the 
documents and <!eed~. \'~lliel1tlrey-lrad sa,·etl from th..e..Jire 
of tj!.~_i!Jvaslet:s, to the entl. that the Fraternity be regu
larly constituted ane\v, acco&~ding to the fot~nls of those 
written laws. It \Vas at this assen1bly that a constitution, 
preparetl and s~bruitteu _b.x_the king, was tliscusseu a.utl. 
accepted by the rept·eseutatives of the lodges, and thence
forth proclaimed as the lU'\'v. J>l'onnilguted the following 
yeal~, this cousttt.ution, style() the Charter of York, ftH'n1ed 

the basis of all subsequent ~ia8onic constitutions. Thence
fo&·th Yo1·k becarne tile suat of the grand mastership of 
English ~1asonry. 

A. D. 930. 
Henry I (th.e Fowler)_in\"ites ft·om England to Ge1·many 

the corporations of F&·eenu\sons, for the purpose of con
structing edifices projected by him, such as the cathe<.lt·al~ 
of ~f.ru!gebnrg, etc. 'l'hese edifices we1·e not erecteu, how
ever, until the subsequent reign-that of his son, Otho 
the Great. 
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A. D. 936. 

The Arabian featernlties of ~fasons and artists, of !{o
man origin, con1me11ce this year the construct.inn of that 
famous royn1 castle Alcnz~u·, tltat "'as bnilt for the caliph 
Abdcntnl nt Zara, ncar Seville, and oa·nan1ented with four ---t1aou 3at < 1 n tH.lJ·ed columns of pu t·est rnarLle. 'l'h is 
prince invitetl the most t;killfn atH learned at·chitects of 
Bugtlau ancl Con.stantiuople to dit·ect and ai<l the frater
nities of the country in their labors upon this in1portant 
and magnificent edifice. 

A. D. 940. 

The queen-Bertha of Burgundy-wishing to renew 
the prosperity of her countt·y, which had been devastated 
and demoralized by the \Vars, sent to England for masters 
and workn1en, 'vho, under the dit·ection of a Scottish 
mastet· named ~Iackeu brcy, undertook a sel'ies of con
structions to be consecrated as churches and con vents, 
which they executed with astonishing rapidity, anJ con
snrnnlate skill. 'rhe abbot, i\fajolus of Cluny, had the 
superior diro.ction of these great erections, 'vhich ·were 
con1menced in the year 930. The grandest and n1ost 
magnificent of these constructions ·were the abbey and the 
chu1·ch of the Benellictines at Payerne. From this time 
the 11asonic corporations of England ,spread themselves 
upon the continent, under the nan1e of St. John Brothe.rs. 
~------~---- --

A. D. 960. 
The death of king Athelstan again disperses the Free

masons of England. Some of the most important con
stt·uctions are, however, undertnkcn dtning the reign of 
Eugat·, uuder the g•·anu tnastership of Dunstan, (St. Dun
stan,) archbishop of Canterbury. ~1any of the Lrethren 
pass over to Germany, and there permanently locate 
themselves, under the uan1e of St. John Brothers, anu 
Brothers of St. J 'ohn. ---·- -.-. 
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~econb 1Spocf). 

From the year 1001 to the year 1717. 

A. D. 1001. 

In the course of the tenth century the Christian popu· 
lation of the 'West found tlten1selves under the influence 
of an unhappy discouJ·agement, w·hich had seized upon 
their spirits, in consequence of the predictions that the 
end of the 'vorld tnight be expected at this tirne, and the 
result of which \vas their abandonment of all works of 
art; The artists, and prin~1pally the fraternities of Ma
sons, condemned to inaction, fall into the nliseries and 
unhappiness of the ti1nes. The schools of architecture of 
Lon1bat·dy, at Pagqa,_an~_t_Qomo,, are not, however, 
ent.it·ely dese1-ted. The learned architects of these schools, 
initiated-as had been those of Egypt-iuto the secrets 
of nature and the study of astronon1y, happily diu not 
partake of this general terror, \Vhich \vas invented by the 
priests, fot· selfish purposes; and such schools continued 
to teach, as in times past. 

A. D. 1003 . . 

No unnatural movement having thrust our planet from 
its course, the people w·elcomecl \\·ith joy the aurot·a of a 
new \VOrld; and it is fron1 this epoch it is pt·oper to date 
modern civilization. The terror of the Christian 'World 
bad continued to the close of this year, as the reigu of 
Antichrist, it 'vas believed, \Yould continue for two years 
and a half subsequent to the year 1000; and now art and 
society in general awoke from their long trance, to re· 
newed life and useful ness. 
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A. D. 1005. 

It n·as necessary that nearly all the religious edifices of 
the Christian worlu sbonld be renewed.. Up to this time 
such buildings wet·e principally con1posed of \Yood and 
plastet·; but now these are razed to the ground, aud re
Luilt in 1nore enduring n1aterial. 

A. D. 1010. 

A great number of ecclesiastics repair to Lombardy, 
there to study religious architecture, and to fortn an 
Italian school. Lon1bardy is, at this time, an active 
ceuter of civilization, \vhere the ft·ngn1ents of the ancient 
colleges of constt·uctors reside, ha.,·ing li \·ed t.ht·ough the 
ordea 1 of in terna.tional war·s, and n1ai ntai neu their· ancient 
orgnnization and their privileges, under the nnn1e of Free 
Cot·pot·ations. The most celebrated of these "~as that of 
Conto, which had acquired such $Uperiority tltat the title 
of ma.qistri corna.cini (~lasters of Con1o) hau becon1e the 
generic natne of all the n1e1nbers of the architect corpo
rations. Always teaching in secret, they hau their rnys
teries, their judiciary and jnris<liction. The architects fl'om 
distant couutr·ies, ft·onl Spain, Gt·eece, auu Asia, at this time 
we1·e accustotned to repair to their school at Cotno fo1· in
struction, to attain a knowlcuge of the new con1biuations 
of the Latin and Gr·eek styles of aechitecture, which had 
been n1ouified by interrnixing with that style whid1 was 
developed dut·ing the ninth centut·y at Constantinople, and 
which was consiuere<l the tnost suitable fot· religious Luild
iugs. It was this combination that gave birth to the style 
caileu " Roman." 1 

1 It was in this style that were erected the religious edifices. of tht- llt.h 
century and part of those of the l~th, antl following which succneded the 
newer st_vle, called Roman ogee, which latter prevailed but from the year 
1150 to the year 1200, or the rea bouts. 
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A. D. 1040. 

'fhe 1fasonic corporations covet·ed Italy, &f), · Dlore par. 
ticnlarly Lorr1bar(ly, with religious edifices, nne' t<) snch an 
exteut did the men1bership of the corpo•·ati<'n<i illc1·ease 
that the conntry could no longer offer occuprt1on to nil. 
Then they formed particular corporations, ,vh: r:h traveled 
into f<Heign countries; and a lat·ge nnn1ber of t~.em united 
in forrning a general association, and const.itntiD g thenl
selves into a g1·eat fraternity that should tra'?0l into all 
ClHistinn countries wllerein the necessary chur~hes and 
monasteries bad not yet been er·ected, and demanding for 
this object authority from the pope, and the confi I'tnation 
to them by him of all the ancient imn1unities which had at 
any time attached to the building corpot·ations, as al~o the 
protection necessa.ry to so g1·and an enterprise. The pope, 
'vithont delay, secotided this design, and conferred upou 
then1 the exclusive n1onopoly of erecti ug all religious n1on· 
un1ents, as also makiug tlH~nl f ree of nll local laws, all 
royal euicts and municipal regulations concerning statute 
labor, together ·with in1n1uuity from evet·y other obligation 
impo~ed upon the inhabitants of whateyer country, city, 
or town they n1ight be en1ployed in. 'rhese rnonopolies 
are respected aud sanctioned by all the kings aud all the 
govet·nnlents. 

A. D. 1060. 

The 1-fasoni.c f1·aternitles of Lombardy extend themselves 
into Get·many, iuto Ft~ance, and into Brittany and Nor
manuy. \Villian1 the Conquerot·, king of England (1054,) 
sent fron1 Norn1anuy a crowd0fprelates and architects,gi·ad
nates of the school of the Lonlba.rth;, such u.s ~fauserius, Le . . 
Franc, Robert of Blois, Remy of Fecatnp, and n1auy othet·s, 
to plan and const1·uct the n1ost n1agniticent cathedrals in 
England. Eve1·y-where, in all Christian countries, the 
san1e passion for religious edifices se~tned to prevail at this 
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time. nnd, iu consequence, religious architecture made great 
progress. 

A. D. 1080. 
Some ~~ nsonic corporations fixed themselves in the Low 

Coulltt-y, nnd there erected churches and n1onasteries. 
The bishop of Utrecht, desirous of constructing a gt·eat 
cathetlt·al, sought the aiu of the 1eau1ng architect of that 
city, a man narned Plebel, u.nd obtained fron1 ltim the neces
sary plans fot· the proposed construction. !laving obtained 
po~sc~sion oft ltese pnpet·s, the bishop disrnissed Plebel, and, 
desit·onsofpassing himself as the nutltot·of.the plans, and en
gage in dit·ecting the labors of the wot·kmen \Yithout having 
been initiated into the secret~ of the at·t, sought, by all sorts 
of nteuaces an~] pt·ornises, to wr·ing ft·otu the son of the arcJJi
tect Plebel, a young n1aster tnnson, the sect·ets and manner 
(arcanum, rrwgiste1·ium.) of luying the f(>ttn<lations. 'l'hese 
rn les, applied to the consttnction of religions ed itices, 'vcre 
held in the n1ost inviolable secrecy by all tnetnbers of the 
wsociation of Feeen1asons-a secret solernnly irnposed upon 
them by their oath. The at·chitect, in<lignunt at a pet·ficly 
so Lase on tJ.e pat·t of one w hon1 tlte people regat·ded as 
their snprerne spit·itual adviset·, 011 leat·ning of the perjury 
of his sou, detm·1nineu to p1·e\·ent the tli\·ulging the secret 
of his art, anti thereupon, having obtaiueu au opportuuity, 
killed the bishop. 

A. D. 1100. 
Dtu·i ng the century just closed, the ~Iasonic corporations 

con1plete<.l the construction of tn~)t•e tlwn'on~ hundred cathe
drnls, dnu·ched, monastet·ie~, abbeys, and \:."J-stles, sca.ttm·cd 
ovet· the £ ve pt·inci pal Ent·opean coun tt·ies of that ti n1e, 
viz.: England, France, Gern1any, Italy, and Switzerlauu. 

A. D. 1125. 
The 1Iasonic corporations, under the style and name of 

Brothe1-s of St. John, exteud then1selves over civilized 
• 
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Europe anew, and give their assen1blies the name of Lodges 
of St. John. This qualification, which was first known in 
Eugland, goes back to the sixth century, and originated as 
follows : In those days the Ft·eemasons' feasts, following 
the ancient usage of the Roman colleges, were held upon 
the return of the yeat·ly solstices, particularly upon that of 
sun1n1er. Christianity having taken the place of pagan
ism, ;nduced then1 to invest the occasion of theit· feasts 
with another sign, mot·e in keeping with the wishes of the 
cler·gy. rl'hey, ther·efore, chose St. John for their patt·on, 
because it \Vas the ancient Janus, a god of the Ron1ans, 
"·hose feast fell upon the 24th of June, which \Yas also the 
epoch of the sol::5tice of' summer, and which anuive1·sary 
they could thus continue to celebrate under the natne of 
St. John's day. Ft·on1 the itnportance they attached to 
these party assemblies, they came to be called St.. John 
Bt·others-a natne under \vhich they were universally 
knowu upon the continent during the twelfth century. 

A. D. 1150. 

A fraternity of Masons, called from Lombardy direct to 
E11glu.ncl, in the reign of AlexanJer III, erect, under this 
prince and his suceessors, a great many beautiful 1nonu
n1ents of their art, the major part of whicq are apparent 
but as ruins. An1ong the othet·s, the town and abbey of 
Kilwinning, wher·e subsequently were held the general as
setublies of this fraternity, were constructed by them. 

A. D. 1155. 

The grand master of the Templars, Richard, king of 
England, surnamed the Lion IIeart, is elected by the 
lodges of English Ft~eemasons to the like position over 
them; and he govet·us the two fraternities until his death. 
A ~lasouic fraternity, of SjTian o1·igin, detained in Europe 
by the itnmense constructions which were then erected, in 
this year construct for the Ten1plars their church in Fleet 

• 
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Street, Lnntlon. This fraternity had. preserved intact the 
ancient initiation practiced. atnoug the H,omans. 

A. D. 1175. 
A 1fason ic fhtternity, to which wns given the nan1e of 

Brother· B1·idgers, and which occnpie<l itself part!cnlat·ly 
with the constr·uction of br·itlges an<l rouus, locateu itself 
in the miust of Fr~u1ce, where, at ... -\vignon, in 1180, it con
str·ncteu the bt·i<lge of that narne, and, subsequ.ently, all tl1e 
britlges of Pt·ovence~ of Lorraine, and. of Lyons. 

A. D. 1200. 
During the century which this year closed, the ft·a.terni

ties of builuers have a<lueu to the unn1e1·ous magnificent 
erections of the preceding pcl'iou sorne of the fiuest con
stnwtions of the nliudle ages. In England., Frunce, Ger
many, Italy, and. Spain such of the oluest ecclesiastic aud 
Tnonastic erections as hnve survive<l the decaying touch of 
tin1e, were con1pleted <luring the twelfth century. 

A. D. 1225. 
Lombardy has attained its preerninence as the principal 

European school of at·chitectuee. Thither, fl'om all coun
tries, the master n1asons repair for new iueas and ne\V 
knowleuge. The Scottish at~tists, the Byzantine, and also 
those of Cordova, who atlecteu n1o1·e of pon1p, and ·what 
·was known as the style At·abesque, in their uetails of deco
ration, there modified. their art; while, in their turn, the 
Lombarus, recognizing the beauties of these uifterent forn1s, 
inteen1ix them with the mo1·e severe sitnplieity of their 
Roman ogi val, fron1 \\"hich intet·mixture there re:;u)ts a 
new con1bination, inappt·opriately styled Gothic,t wl1ich is 

1 We find in that most remn.rkable work, published in 1843, and of which 
the al'chiLect D11niel H.am~e is the author, some pnssages bearing upon this 
fact, one of which we will take the liberty t.o quote. Aft.E>r having enumer .. 
ated the differenL opinions upon the ol'igin of the ogival style, the author, in 

\ 
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disti11gnisheu by the 1nost luu~nlonious reunion of opposite 
ele ments, by luu·di hood of rouception a ud soliJ ity of exe~ 
cution. This style is irnmediately adopted in all Clu·istian 
COil II tries, a tH.l totally changes ucarly a11 the estaLl ished 
plans which, up to this period, pt·evaileu in the construc
tion of l'eligious edifices. 

A. D. 1250. 

Tile changes which haxe been introdnced within the 
'-

past twenty-fh·e yeat•s in tlte outlines and detail;; of Clu·is-
tia n m·clt itectu t·e, stantp this pel'iod a.s the nH>st renlark
able of any pt·ecediug time. The striking analog-y which 
the n1on u n1ents of tl1 is ti tne afford when contrasted with 
those of the tifteeuth century, is explained by the tie of 
the Fraternity which, uniting the ~lasonic brethren of 
eYet•y nation, aft(H·ueu thctn iJentity of pt·ogt'CSS and 
knowledge in their ~u-t. Lonlbn1·dy, that central school 
of at·t, ltad its p1·ototype in the fifteenth century at Stras .. 
burg nnu Cologue; 'vhil~, ever oueuieut during tltc past 
three hnndre<l years to the lessons taught iu those ceutt·al 
schools of their a1·t, the kuowledge of one became the 
pro petty of the whole, !11Hl i tHl iv iuua 1 pt·orn pti ugs of 
beauty in ot·uan1ent ot· decoration were not a<.ltuissible, as 
none were free fron1 that oLeuience which i1n·oh·etl tltc 
use of a similar style of oruanwnt. 'l'he sytubolie auu 
satil'i_eal tnarkings which distinguished tl1e at•chitectnral 
mounments of tlie tiftecuth fron1 tltose of the twelfth 
ceutt11·.r are in<licath·e of the grnuuul change that had 
been wrought Ly the abuses of the elct·gy, uud Ly those 
attempts to enslave tlte popular tninu in ignot·atJcc u1u.l 

his tnm, although very dt•sirous of cl~t,iming the crt!di t or the invention tor 
Frau ce, is compelled by his rega,nl for truth to say: "'l'het·e is no doubt tluLt 
the employment of the ogec, or poinr.eu a~nch, nud the style which resulted 
thereft·om, w;tS fit·st practiced among the le;u·ucd, mot.lest, pious, and t a·tdy 

Chri!ol rhu l''ret•ruasons of t'o1·eign countries, anu the kuowledge of which they 
commu uict"t.ed to their brethren in Oermauy, Eugla ud, ~'ranee, Spain, and 
Italy.' 
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superstition, 'vhich aubsequently culaninated in the Pt·ot
estuu t Reformation. 

A. D. 1251. 
Lo11i~ L~, cnlkd St. Lon!s, directs the architect Endes, 

of ~lontt·euil, t.o t\H·ti(y tl:e 11U''OOr mal town of Joppa, 
and he is .lceoLtpanie<l thither Ly a certain nun1bet· of 
Frcetua:;ous. 

A. D. 1272. 
The constt·nction of 'V cstnrinster Abbey is eomplete<l 

this yent·, uuder tile uir·ectiou of tlJC gt·auJ lllUSter Giftard, 
archui::>hop of Yor·k. 

A. D. 1275. 
Et·win of St(lin1Jnch 1 C\'OkeJ ut Stt·asbut·g- a ~fusonic 

u 

cong'tc$S, fot· tlte ptu·pose of adopting nieusut·es to continue 
the labors \Vltieh t<H· a long titue had heen i11terTupteJ, 
upon the cathedral of that city, arHl to enlarge the ditneu
sions of that &tnlCtnre to a plan 111 1J'C extended tltau tltat 
by \vhich the fouwlations ltad been laiJ in tlte yea1· 1015, 
and upon \Vltich latter plun n. p'nt of the chut·cll was 
erecte<l. The nr·ch i teet~ fl'ont a. II conn tt·ies of Eut·ope 
repair·e<l to Strasburg, unu there, accot·uing to their· usage, 
organized a geue1·c.ll a~sentbly, ot· gt·aud loug-e, at wltich 
~ach t·epresentati\·e r·enewcu the o~e-tlt to obsen·e tltc lu,\\·s 
and rules of the FratCJ'Hity. Neat· the foundations of the 
catliCdrul is con~tructed a wootlen building, "·het·cin are 
held the meeti Hgs of the nssen1 uletl ln·etln·eu, and the ob
jects of that as:-;cntbly <li8cussetl and adopted. E1·wi 11 of 
Steinbach is elected, by the ar·chitects and uirectot·s of the 

1 Since the thirteenth century the na.mes of some of the most celebrated 
archi tects who COIHluct.e<l the lnbo1·s upon the mo~t. remal·k1lble catltedmls 
of the middle ages are known to us; btu., fot· the chief p>trt., t.heir nnmea 
remain unknown, Rnd this is easily expl:Liued: these monuments were the 
erca.tion ()( a general association, and it wus uot. necess:t.ry that the proper 
names of persons comprising its membership, no matter how important, 
ahoul<l be publicly meutioned. 
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ed1fice, president (chair master); and, as a 8ign of the 
judicial character delegated to him by these brethren, he 
is seateu under a canopy, with a S\vord in his hand. Signs 
and tokens which enable the wot·kmen upon the catlleJral 
to distinguish then1selves ft·onl others not so engaged are 
adopted, and made known to all the brethren assembled, 
some of which words and signs being those in use among 
the brethren in England. Apprentices, fellow-crafts, and 
masters are initiated with pat·ticnlar symbolic ceren1onies, 
under which are indicated the n1ost profound secrets of 
architecture. 

A. D. 1300. 
The number of monuments commenced or finished 

within the thirteenth eentut·y, just closed, far exceed any 
previous similar period. Atnong the most remat·kable 
\Yere, in England, vV cstrninster Abuey, at London, and 
the cathedral of Litchfield, at Exeter. In Frunce, the 
cathedt·als of Paris,' of Rheims, of Chartres, of Rouen, of 
An1icns, Bruges, Beauv.ais, anJ Strasburg; the holy chapel 
at Paris, and the chureh and abbey of St. Denis. Iu 
Germany, the ca.theda·als of Cologne, Fa·iburg and Breslau; 
the dotues of fi1 adgehurg and Ilalberstadt; the ch tu·ehes 
of Notre Da111e of Cologne an<.l St. Elizabeth, at ~1arbtirg, 
and of St. Catharine, at. Oppenheitn. In Belgiunl, the 
churches of St. John at Touruay, tho~e of the Don1inicans 

1 'l'his cathedra.! wn.s built., according to undisputed authority, with the 
money that ~Iaurice, bishop of Pa.ris, obtained ft·om the sale ot' indulgences, 
and of which he had sufficient to also erect four abbies. The F1·ench 
bishops, following the example set in 1016 by the pontifical bishop of .Arles, 
who W tls the til-st. to preach this matter, esta.bliRhed this principle, viz.: that 
whoever consecrated a small snru of money to the erection or restoration of 
a. cbm·ch or a chRpel, received, in the na.me of t.be Lord, remission of the 
third to t.he fourth part of the penitential punishment awarded them in 
the confession R.I. W ben Pope J uli11n II wisbetl to build St .. Peter's church 
at Home, he followed the example det by the French bi~bops, and promul
gated his order for the sale of indulgences. · The Protnstant Reformation 
was the result. 
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at Gand nnd at Louvain; of St. Paul and of Sante Croix 
at Liege; of St. Gudule and Our Lady of the chapel, at 
Dru::;sels. In Italy, the cathedral of Venice, the dome of 
.Arezzo., nnd the churches of St. Francis of Padua, anu 
those of Can1po Santo and St. Marie della Pina; of St. 
::\largaret at Croton a, of St. 11ary the N e,v, of St. Croix, 
uuu of St. ~1ary of the Flo·wers, at Florence; of St. John 
and of St. Pnul, at V euice; of St. Francis, at Bologna; 
the lodge of the public palace at Padua; the old palace 
at Florence; and the ducal palace at Venice. In Spain, 
the catbedt·als of Burgos and Toledo; the monastery of 
Pobelt, and the churches of St. Thomas and St. 11aria 
Blanca, at Toledo. 

A. D. 1310. 
The construction of the magnificent cathedral of Co

logne, commenced in 1248, elevates the fraternity engaged 
in this 'vork to a high degree of superiority-in fact, 
raises it to the rank of a school to which repair brethren 
from all countries for the purpose of studying this master
piece of at·chitectural genius. The lodges of Gern1any, 

.. recognizing this supedority, regard the master of this 
work as the ntaster of all the German masons, and the 
brethren engaged upon it as the Grand Lodge, (Haupt
hiitte.) 

A. D. 1312. 

During the persecutions directed by Philip the Fair, 
king of France, and Pope Clen1ent V, against the Knights 
Tern pln.r, many of the latter sought refuge in the fast
nesses of Scotland, 'vhere, until after the death of their 
grand master, Jaques de ~1olay, they found security for 
their persons in the bosom of the ~1asonic lodges. 

A. D. 
At this time nearly every in Germany had its 

lodges, for wherever religious edifices were being con-
20 
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~tructed, there the fraternities of builders, were congre
gated. These lodges had accordeu to and recognized a 
superiority as existing an1ong son1e of their nu1nbers, and, 
in consequence, characterized them, as in England, by th~ 
title of grand lodges. That at Cologne 'vas fron1 at first 
the most in1portant of all, nncl continued to be the central 
lodge for a long tin1e after that at Strasburg "'as elevated 
to the same rank; and the n1aster of the 'vork 'vas eq12nlly 
recognized as chief of the Masons of upper Gern1any, as 
him of Cologne was of those of the lower country. 

A. D. 1380. 
The fortress and palace of the Alhambra at Grenada, 

the capital qf the kingdon1 of tl1is umne, which "~as 

founded by the Moors, undet· ~1ahon1et I, creator of the 
dynasty of the Alhamarides, in 1235, and the construction 
of which fortress and palace "'as begun in 1248, is finished / 
during this year. 

This rr1arvelous n1onument is the n1ost beautiful that 
~foorish architecture has produced in Spain. If "·e exam
ine this edifice in all its details, 've will find that it is un
surpassed in luxury and taste by nny construction of n1od
ern times. The palace of the Alhambra is the wot·k of a 
happy congregation of a.t·t1sts of every kind, such as com
posed the Ron1an colleges until after the third century of 
our era; and this fact allows us to believe that this Inon
ument of human genius, like others in Grenada., 'vas · 
equally the \York of 1fasonic and artistic associatior:.s, or
ganized and directe<l in n1anner sin1ilar to those of other 
countries at the same period, of whon1, however, history 
has failed to furnish us 'Yith any record. 

A. D. 1400. 

The 1nonun1ents the most remarkable which have been 
erected, begun, or finished by tb~ 1-fasonic frute1·nities 
within the century just closed, are, in England, the cathe-. 
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drals of' ·york and Exeter, and the King's College at Cam
bridge. In France, the cathetlt·als of Perpignan, ~feaux, 
A nxerre, Toul, Tours, and 11etz; the churches of St. 
0 Nen at l{ouen, and of St. James at Dieppe. In Bel
gi ntn, the belfry, the cloth hall, the city hall, and acad
muy of fine arts at Tournay; the church of the Domin-
cang, and the cloth hall at Louvain; the city hall at 

Brussels, and the cathedral of 11:rtlines. In Ger1nany, the 
don1e of Gefurth, as also those of Prague and of Uln1; the 
church of Notre Dame at Nuremberg, and that of St. Nich
olas at Stralsund. In Italy, the cathedrals of Como and 
~Iilan; the do1ne of Orvita; the churches of Anastasia and 
St. Petet· at Verona, of St. nfary at Ron1c, and of St. Stepl1en 
at Venice; the ducal palace at Venice: and those of Flor
ence and of Bologna. In Spain, the cathedrals of Seville 
and Barcelona; aud the church of St. 1-'fary at Toledo. In 
Switzerland, the cathedrals of Bet·ne, of Lausanne, of Fri
burg, and of Zurich.1 

A. D. 1480. 
The as~onishing sacrifices which the people had made 

to erect so n1any magnificent churches, joined to the et-y
ing abuses of the clergy a.nd of the popes at this titne, 
have relaxed the religious ardoe an<l weakened the popu
lar faith to such an extent as not only to preclude the idea 
of et~ecting ne\v church edifices, but also to stop opera
tions upon many of those which were yet unfinished for 
want of funds. In consequence of this condition, and 
notwithstanding the rene\vnl, in 1459, by the emperor 
~faxin1ilian, of their ancient privileges, and his sanction to 
their constitution, tho number of the 11asonic corpora
tions established in every continental conntt·y declined, 
and their privileges became of little value; so tbu.t, hav
ing no more religious edifices to construct, they disperse 

1 For the years 1425, '37, '42, '59, '64, and '69, see those dates a.t pp. 239 
and 240, atlle. 
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and seek en1ployment a.t such places and of such kind. as 
hitherto had been occupied and executed by 1nen not con
nected ·with the fratm·n ities of bu i ldet·s. 11ore particularly 
\\as this the case in Ft·ance; while in Germany they still 
preserved some consistence and connection among thenl-

~selves-the fortune of their French brethren ·not having 
overtaken them until later; and in England they con
tinueu to flourish ·with unabated prosperity.1 

A. D . 1500. 

During the century just closed, the Masonic fraternities 
may be said to have finished their· labors in church archi
tecture, and dispersed to fiuu occupation in their individ
ual capacities n.s constructors of public bui)dings for civic 
and municipal purposes. 

A. D. 1575. 
Since the beginning of this century, when the greater 

part of the fraternities found it necessary to dissolve their 
associations, the n1ore w·ealthy at·chitects undertook the 
erection of public buildings, and en1ployed the others to 
construct the san1e, in the capacity of hired \vorkrnen. 
The tie of brothe1·hood which, up to this tirne, had 
closely united master and workn1en, ·was gradually dis
solved, and they assunted such relationship toward each 
other as \Vas hahitnal with other bo<lies of tradesn1cn 
sjnce the fourth centut·y. In this manner, and at this 
time, the tt·ades unions appear to have had their origin. 

A. D. 1600. 

With the clo~e of the sixteenth century, the Masonic 
corporations had entirely disappeared iu continental Eu-

1 It wns not until the middle of the seventeenth century that tlte l\Iusonic 
corporations in England nbandoncu, to some extent, the materinl object of 
their organization, and admitted to honorary membership ronny persons not 
artists as accepted Alruom. It was this element that subsequently caused 
their entire dissolution as operative Masonic booics. 

I 
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rope, as long before that tin1e all religious constructions 
had been abandoned. After this date no traces of any 
regular 1\Iasonic organization can be found outside of the 
kiugdotn of England. 

• 
A. D. 1646. 

The ~Iasonic corporations in England are found to be 
composed fot· some time and in great part by learned per
sons, artists, aud n1en en1inent for their knowledge of sci
ence and art., as \Yell as their influential positions in 
society, 'vho had been recei,red into the corporations as 
honorary n1embers, under the designation of Accepted 
~Iasons. It 'vas at this tin1e that the association, no 1nore1 

occupied with the material object of its organization, in
itiated as an accepted ~fason the celebrated antiquary Elias 
Ashn1ole, \\·ho founded the museun1 at Oxford, and 'vho 
re-arranged and con1posed the forn1s of the society of the 
Rose Cross Brothet·s, which had been organized in Lon
don, after the n1odel of tl1e new Atlantis of Lord Bacon, 
and lield its assen1 bties in the hall \vhich had been hitherto 
used by the Freen1asous. To the rituals of reception of 
the Rose Cross Brethren, which consh;ted of some cere
monies having a historical foundation, and the comniu
nication of the signs of recognition, and which: to son1e 
extent, resembled those used an1ong the Fa·eemn.sons, Ash
mole atlded some others. This labor inspired him 'vith 
the idea of arranging also a ne'v ritual for the ~"reen1asons, 
and he therefore contposed and substituted for the ritual 
then in use another 1node of initiation, copied in part 
fron1 the ancient n1anusc1·ipts and the Anglo-Saxon and 
Syrin n rituals, and in part fron1 tbe n1ysteries of Egypt, 
and otherwise, as he supposed, n1ost resen1bled the initia
tion ceremony, as it \Vas conducted in the colleges of Ro
man architects and builders. These rituals were at once 
adopted by the lodges in London, and subsequent]y by 
those e\·ery-,vhere in England. 

-
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A. D. 1670. 
The progress of ~fasonry haYing been suspended by the 

civil wars which during the pt'evious twenty years had 
been desolating England, Charles II sought its revival 
by a.ss,1n1ing its protectorship; and the tire of London, 
which took place four years peevious, gives e1nployn1ent 
to the lodges, of \Vhich, at present, seven exist in the city 
of Loudon. 

A. D. 16g5. 
·when James II ascended the throne in 1683, his lean

ing toward Ron1an Catholicism greatly agitated a nunl
ber of his subjects; but in this year, having accor<led 
freedon1 of conscience in religious n1atters the n1ost com
plete to all \vithin the bounds of his kingdom, the Free
masons divided into two can1ps, \vhicb, arrayed against 
each other, threw their \vhole influence into the political 
rather than the architectural or philosophical arena. 'l,he 
Scottish lVfasons, having at it'i head the knights of St. 
Andre\v, adhered to J an1es II, or the Catholic party, 
while the English Masons ranged then1selves · an1ong the 
ranks of that party ·which decitled to remove the Catholic 
king. This latter pat'ty sncceedi ng; J an1es 'vas forced 
into exile, and, accompanied by many of the nobles of his 
court and the leading Jesuits, took up his residence in 
Pal'is, in the convent of Olern1ont. (The revival of the 
order of St. Andrew1 engendered the Templar systen1, sub
sequently called Strict Observance, which gave birth to 
various fashions of exclusive Christian Freemasonry dur-_, 
iug the last century, 'vith the hierarchical forms of the 
Knights of the Tcn1ple, and the ancient titles of grand 
comn1auder, etc.2

] 

A. D. 1695. 
The revolutions in England \vhich succeeded the exile 

1 See pages 238 and 213, (A. D. 1314 and 1685.) 
2 See History of all the Rites for High Degrees, p. 212. 
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of J ~unes ll having completely suspended the labors of 
the ~fnsonic institution, king \Villian1 III afforded it some 
protection and c.haracter by being h1mself initiated, and 
often presiding in the lodge he assembled at Hampton 
Court. 

A. D. 1700. 
At this time, except in England, tho Masonic corpora

tions 'vere e\rery-where dissolved. The close of the sev
enteenth century, in consequence of the active part taken 
by the fraternity in politics, \Yars, and revolution, sa\v 
them scattered, their lodges dissolved, and the operative 
members of the Masonic lodges exerting no influence upon 
architecture, and had no rank or importance iu the land. 
Having ceased their labors as operative Masons, the vast 
crowd of operatives, the protectors, the friends of art and 
of humanity, who, during fout·teeu centuries, had contrib
uted, through the organization of the Masonic fraternity, 
so rnuch to the increase of .civilizn.tion in Europe, are to
day represented by a few· persons, \Vho resolve to perpetu
ate the nan1e of their ancient organization by rcrnodeling 
it as a purely philosophic institution; and at a meeting 
of the lodge of St. Paul, held on St. John's day, 

A. D. 1703, 
Resolve, "That the privileges of ~fasonry shall no longer 
be confined to operative :hiasons, but be free to men of all 
professions, provided they are regularly approved and in
itiated -into the Fraternity." At this time Christopher 
\V ren, Knt., was grand master of Freemasonry, nearly all 
the operative 1\:fasons in England being e1nployed under· 
him upon the construction of St. Paul's cathedral. Hn 
opposed the execution of this famous resolution \Vhile he 
lived; so that it ·was not until after his death, which oc
curred in 1716, that the brethren were at liberty to en
force their new regulation. 
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From the year 1717 to the present time. 

A. D. 1717. 
After the death of the grand master, Chrjstopher 

Wren, the four lodges of London resolve to elect a ne'v 
grand 1naster, detach then1selves from their conuection 
with the brethren at York, of "thorn they held their con
stitution, for the purpose of forn1ing a ne'v grand lodge, 
and thus be at liberty to put into execution the resolution 
of 1703. The four lodges, ·with these objects in vie,v, in
voked in general assetnbly all the 11asons of JJonclon a.nd 
vicinity, and constituted a central authority, under the 
tit1e of the Grand Lodge of England, and recognizing in 
the three symbolic degrees alone all the principles of 
Masonry. 

It is from this time we must date the era of modern 
or philosophic Freemasonry. 

A. D. 1720. 
The Grand Lodge of England has, since its installation, 

organized a certain numbee of lodges, in 'Yhich many 
persons of distinction have been initiated. The Grand 
L0dge of York, suddenly excited with sentiments of jea] .. 
ousy at the growing prosperity of its young rival, the 
l:.frand Lodge of England, and in defiance of the principles 
of the Fraternity;proscribes those merr1bers as illegitimately 
made. .A.n irreparable loss has been perpetrated by some 
too jealous brethren of the lodge of St. Paul, who, fear
ing that improper use n1ay be made of them, burn all 
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the andent manuscripts, charters, rituals, and documents 
of a11 kinds. 

A. D. 1721. 

Freen1asonry begins to extend upon the continent. 
The g•·and lodge organize a lodge at Dnnkirk, and an
o11wr at ~Ions, and the rules and t·cgulations of tlte Fra
ternity are revised. Geot·ge Payne, being reelected grand 
n1aster, compiled fron1 the ancient charter docnn1ents a 
series of '~ cha1·ges" and "regulations" more suited to the 
present condition auu objects of the Society, and, prefaced 
by a ltistor·y of the Fraternity as an association of arch
itects, l1e subtnitt.ed the san1e to the grand lodge. This 
"'"ot·k being submitte<l by that body to the exan1ination 
of a conu11ittee composed of fourteen of its mernbers, 
'vas intrusted to the criticnl revision of Dr. J an1es Ander
son, "·ith directions to prepare tlJe same for publication, 
as a body of law anu doctrine, for the use of the lodges 
of England. 

A. D. 1722. 

The n1anuscript, "~ith the revision of which he was in
trusted, is presented by Dr. Andet·son to the grand lodge, 
and upon reception of the report of the comn1ission of 
fourteen, it is adopted anu ordet·ed to be printed under 
the title of "The Constitutions of the Freemasons, con
taining the IIistory, Charges, Regulations, etc., of that 
}.fost Ancient and Right 'Vorshipful Frnternity." 

From this time the organization of the new Freema
sonry 'vas established in pt·ospel'ity. In accordance with 
the constitution-which is, in fact, but an adaptation of· 
that of York of 926, more suited to the people and pres
ent time-the new grand lodge of England took up its 
position a~ the ouly 1egitinmte l\fasonic authority in Eng
land, and thus excited the ill-will of such scattered bodies 
as assnn1ed to be invested "·ith inherent rights, bec<-l.nse 
antedating the grand lodge in authority. This constitu
tion, b fact, deprived Freemasons in their lodge capacities 
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of their ancient privileges, in prohibiting, among otlH~r 
restrictions, the fot·Ination of any lodge without beiug au
thorized in such act by this grand lodge. The conse
quence of this assurnption of authority on the part of the 
grand lodge promptly occasioued the protest and denial 
of such rights by the grand lodges of York and Edin
burgh. 

A. D. 1725. 
I 

This year the new Freen1asonry is introduced into Paris, 
where n1any lodges are organized within a f(nv years. 

A. D. 1728. 
Baron Ramsay, a Scotchrnan, and a partisan of the 

Stuarts, sought to introduce in Loudon a ne\v style of 
Masonry, created in the interest of "the Pretender," and 
·which he asserted had descended from the crusades, as it 
was created by Godfrey of Bonillou, and of wh~ch the 
lodge of St. Andrew, at Ed in burgh, 'vas the principal 
modern authority. The political character of this A1a
sonry caused it to be very promptly rejected, and he 
returned to France without meeting 'Yith any success. 

A. D. 1729. 

The acti·rity displayed by the lodges holding under the 
Grand Lodge of England, and the brilliancy 1Yhich attached 
to their labors, sti1nulated the zeal of the Masons of Ire
·land and Scotland, who previously had assen1bled thern
selves together, but at irregular and uncertain periods. 
The ~lasonic temples are opened in all parts of the king
dom, and the initiations greatly multiplied. A convoca
tion of Irish ~..,reemasons resolve to organize a grand 
... odge upon the basis and constitution of that of London; 
and thus a central po·wer is constituted under the title of 
th e Grand Lodge of Ireland. 

, 
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A. D. 1730. 

The lodges greatly increase as well in England as upon 
the continent-the latest being those at Hamburg and 
the Hague. A pro-vincial grand master, named Pemfrees, 
is en1ployed to go to India, and in a short time he organ
ized in Bengal eleven lodges. A central committee of 
charity is instituted in London to succor brethren in dis
tress, aucl the funds for this institution are raised by a 
voluntary anuual contribution of four shillings from each 
men1ber of a lodge in London, and two shillings from 
each n1ember of a lodge elsewhere in England. 

A. D. 1732. 

The Grand Lodge of York, representing the ancient 
systen1 of operative 1\fasoury, and of w h1ch the regula
tions conform n1ore readily to the free system of the an
cient 1\lasouic corporations, recognized the necessity of 
changing this system to correspond in greater degree with 
the object of the new F1·eemasonry. 

A. D. 1733. 
The first provincial grand lodge in America is insti

tuted ut Boston. During this year lodges have been or
ganized in Italy, at Ron1e and Florence; in Spain, at 
Gibraltar aud ~falta; in Russia, at St. Petersbut·g. 'l'ho 
lodges in Bengal have sent abundant aid to the charity 
fund in London. 

A. D. 1734. 
A g~neeal asse1nbly of the ~fasons of Holland is con

voked at the Hague, for the put·pose of organiziug a pro
vincial gt·aud lodge, 'vhich being done, the san1e is char
tered regularly by the Grand Lodge of England, iu 1735. 

A. D. 1735. 
The Grand Lodge of England nominate provincial grand 

toasters for South America and Africa. Lodges arc or-
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ganized at 11adrid and a.t Lisbon. This year is rendered 
tnemora.ble by the con1tnencen1ent of persecutions directed 
against the Fratel'nity by the general governtnent of Hol
land, which interests the Masonic assemblies. 

A. D. 1736. 

The Grand Lodge of Scotland, at Edinburgh, believing 
the great prosperity of the ne'v English lodges to be con
sequent upon the n1ore liberal. constitution of the ne'v 
graud lodge, is desirous to inteoduce si1nilar changes into 
its own system; . but the hereditary charge of patron that 
Jan1es I had, in 1430, conceded to the fatnily of Roslin 
preYented. The baron Sinclair of Roslin, the gt·and nlas
ter, being approached by the grand lodge upon the subject, 
acceded readiJy to the request; and, in an assen1bly con
voked by the four oldest loclges of Scotland, at Edinburgh, 
after reading his renunciation to the rights a~d privileges 
of patt·on, George Sinclair, baron of Roslin, 'vas duly 
elected gl'and n1aster of the Grand Lodge of Scotland for 
1737, and the san1e was properly organized under a con
stitution, charges, and regulations similar to those of the 
Grand Louge of England. 

In this year, also, a provincial grand lodge of England 
\vas organized as the governing body of the lodges in 
Paris. 

The Grand Lodge of England named the count Scheffer 
provincial grand n1aster for the lodges of Sweden. 

A. D. 1737. 

During this year the English provincial grand lodges 
of Switzerland and Su.xony are founded, respectively at 
Geneva and Hamburg; and the G1·and LoJge of England 
no1ninates \Vil1iam, king of Prussia, provincial grand 
master for the lodges of Lo·wer Saxo~y. 
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A. D. 1738. 
Pope Clement XII promulgates his bu1l of exconlmuni

cation ngainst the Freernasous; and it is follo,ved by the 
edict of the emperor Charles VI, 'vho interdicts the 
assetnblies of ~,reen1asons in the Lo'v Country. Prince 
Frederick su bseqnently, as Frederick IT, king of Prussia, 
is initiated, at Brunswic1~, on the night of .August 15 of 
this year. 

A .. D. 1739. 
The G·rand Lodge of England is accused, by many of 

the brethren, 'vith having suppressed son1e of the cere
monies, altered the ritual, and intl·oduced innovations; 
also of having appointed. provincial geand maste1·s to or
ganize lodges ·in to,vns under the jurisdiction of the Grand 
Lodge of York-a n1easure that of itself was considered suf
ficiently offensive. Fron1 these eharges there resulted son1e 
ne'v divisions among the lodges of the north and south of 
England. Many of the discontented separated then1selves 
from the grand lodge at London, and declared thernselves 
adherents of the grand lo<lge at York, and theu forn1ed a 
new grand lodge, neither of Englund nor York, \vhich they 
styled the Grand Lodge of "Ancient nnd Accepted 1\fa
sons." The gtand lodges of Ireland and Scotland, having 
recognized this body as truly representatives of the ancient 
rite, refused to correspond with the elder jurisdiction, con
temptuously styled by this llC\V body as modern. Never
theless, the so·called modetn gt·and lodge augmented in 
importance and consideration, 'vhi1e the latter organization, 
though styling itself ancient, ren1aiued iu obscurity, and 
was but little kno,vn outside of London city . . 

A. D. 1739. 
\ 

The cardinal Ferraro, in his edict, published on the 14th 
January, 'vishing to remove all doubt and equivocation in 
the interpretation of the bull of excon1munication of his 
holiness the pope, launched against the Fremnasons on the 

... 



318 GENERAL TIISTORY OF FREEMASONRY. 

27th of April of the preceding year, explained that docu
nlent in the following manner: "That i1o persons should 
assen1ble or meet in any place in the capacity of a society, 
no1· be found present at such assen1blies, under the penalty 
of death and confiscation of all their goods, and also iucur 
damnation witlwut hope of grace." By the same edict it is 
expressly dieected that "all house-holders are prohibited 
frorn allowing n1eetings of Freen1a.sons to take place within 
their honses, nuder penalty of having the same den1olisbed, 
and themselves n1ulcted in a fine of one thousand crowns of 
gold, and being conden1ned to the galleys." 

A. D. 1740. 
The Grand Lodge of England named a provincial ma8-

ter for the lodges founded in Russia. At this time Franc~ 
bad two hundred lodges, twenty-two of 'vhich were located 
in Pnris. The provincial gt·and lodges instituted, to the 
present titne, in <lifierent countries, by the Grand Lodge of 
England, in their turn now began to organize themselves 
into independent grand lodges. 

A. D. 1741. 
Foundation of the provincial grand lodge of' Hanover, 

at ltanover; and the pt~ovincial gl·and lodge of Saxony, at 
· Dresden, by the Couut R.utowski, who is elected grand 

master, and ·which becan1e an independent grand lodge in 
1755. 

A. D. 1742. 
Founding of the provincial grand lodge of the Snn at 

Beyreuth, and a provincial grand lodge at Antigua, for 
the English \Vest Indies. 

A. D. 1744. 
The grand lodge at the Three Globes, in Berlin, 'vbich 

was organized in 1640 by Baron Bielfeld is this year ele
vated to the rank of 'l grand lodge by Frederick the Great, 
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king of l>russin., and he is elected its permanent grand 
master, a position which he filled until 1747. (In 1849 
this gt·nnd lodge had organized fourteen opet·ative lodges.) 

A. D. 174'6. 

Lord De•·wenbvater, the first grand master of the prov
incial gt·nnd lodge of France, perishes upon the scaffold, a 
victin1 of his attachn1ent to the Pretender, Charles Edward 
Stuart. 

A. D . 1747. 
The G1·and Lodge of Scotland institutes, at Copenhagen, 

a provincial g1·aud lodge for Denn1ark, which, shoet1y after
ward, proclaimed its indep~ndcnce of the Grand Lodge of 
Scotland. In this yeu1· Charles Edward Stuart, known as 
''the Pretender," son of J a1nes II, deposed king of Eng
land, institutes the chapter of AtTas, and delivers to the 
~fasous who are attached to his person a. bull of institution, 
or letters patent, fot· a governing chapter of what be nan1ed 
the Scottish Jacobite Rite. 

A. D. 1751. 
Freemasont·y, as constituted in London thirty years ago, 

has no'v extended into nearly eve1·y civilized country. Its 
humanitarian doctrines and the civilizing principles it 
tnanifested, together 'vith its radical leaning toward the 
dogma of ''Liberty, Equality, Fraternity," had, by this 
time, intin1idated kings, popes, nnd princes to such an ex
tent that they seek to arrest its progress. As eat·ly as 1731 
edicts had been pro1nulgated against it iu Russia, while in 
1735, in Holland, and in 1737-'38-'44-'45, at Paris, siinilar 
interdictions had been oedered. At Rome and in Florence, 
the meetings of F1·een1asons \vere peohibiteu, as also in 
Sweden, Harnburg, and Geneva the bull of Pope Clen1ent 
was enforced. The Holy InquiRition, as the court accusa
tive in those conn tries \vhorein it existed, r!aused the breth
ren to be irnprisoned, and their books and pnpers to b~ 
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burned by the hands of the public executioner. But to 
crown all these persecutions, King Charles of Naples, as 
also Ferdinand VII, king of Spain, wishing to interdict 
Jt1asoni'Y ·within their States, rendered edicts prohibiting
the assemblage of Freemasons, _llnder pain of death; and 
the pope, Benedict XIV, renewed this year the bull of 
excommunication o~ Clement XII, in 1738, against the 
Freemnsons, whose assernblies he interdicted under penalty 
of death. But all these violent n1easures had but slight 
effect in stopping the progress of 1\fasonry, 'Yhich finds it
self p.ropaga.ted upon the civilized globe 'vith a rapidity 
that nothing can arrest. Notwithstanding the bull of 
Benedict XIV, Freemasonry is practiced at this tin1e openly 
in Tuscany, at Naples, and in n1any other parts of the Ital
ian peniusula. At Rome, even, there are lodges 'vhich 
adopt but feeble measures to keep themselves hidden. 

A. D. 1753. 
The Masonic Orpl;an Asylum is established at Stock

holn1. Its fund is the accun1ula.tion of special collections 
taken up in the Swedish lodges. (At the present time this 
institution is very rich.) 

A . D . 1754. 
Under a patent or charter f1·on1 the Grand Lodge of Scot

land, the provincin,l grand lodge of Sweden is organized. 
The Grand Lodge of England teansn1its charters to organize 
lodges in South Carolina, Guadaloupe, and Gibraltar, and 
in this year many ne\v lodges are instituted in England. 
The Templar system, created by the partisans of the Stuarts, 
is revived at Paris by the institution of the chapter of Cler
mont, in the convent of that name, under the direction of 
the Chevaliee de Bonneville. 

A. D. 1753. 
The Gr~nd Lodge of England, in conseq~ence of the 
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scl1ism that has taken place in its ranks, establishes the cus
ton1 of granting diplotnas to the brethren under its j'.lrisdic
tion, to distinguish thern from those initiated by the sececlers. 

A. D. 1756. 

The Euglish grand lodge in France, instituted in 1736, 
and which took the title in 1743, detaches itself fron1 the 
G-rand Lodge of London, and 9roelain1s itself the Grand 
Lodge of France. The confusion manifested under the 
gt·an<l mastership of the Duke of Clermont, however, does 
not abate, but rather increases. By constitutions delivered 
to master8 of lodges, securing them: in the enjoyn1en t of 
such oftice for life, l\fasonic authorities never contemplated 
at·e established in Ftance. The practice, begun with a 
political motive by the lodge of St. Andrew of Scotland, 
situate at Etlinbut·gh, was continued by the English pro
vincial grand louge of France, and the confusion thus en
gendered the ne'v l\fasouic authority, into ·which that body 
has resolved itself, nO\V :finds it in1possible to correct. 
Those n1asters of lodges, for the sake of gain, vend the 
privileges a.ccot·ded to themselves; and, to do this the more 
easily, they fabricate false titles, and antedate charters and 
diplon1as. In shaking off the control of the Grand Lodge 
of"Etlg1anc1, and in proclain1ing itself the gt·and lodge of 
the kingdon1 of France, that body declared in its constitu. 
tion to sacredly continue the custon1 of granting personal 
titles to these lodge masters ad 'Vitam and, by so doing, in
creased the existing- confusion; for the result 'vas that these 

~ . 
masters governed their lodges not more by the forms laid 
down by the grand lodge than by their individual caprices, 
and this, taken with the vending of autboriti~s to open 
lodges, which lodges, in their turn, felt at liberty to organize 
grand lodges, (or bodies in authority amounting thereto,) 
chnptet·s, councils, and tribunals embracing the objects and 
practice of all the degrees then known, created, at this tin1e, 
so chaotic a condition that it was apparently impossible 

21 . 
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to deternune the legal governing ~fasonic authority in 
France. 

A. D. 1756. 

In this year the national grand lodge of Italy \vas or
ganized at N uples. (In 1790 this body was dissolved.) 
At the Hague the rept·esen tatives of thirty lodges in the 
Netherlands constitute a grand lodge of the United Prov
inces, and elect the Baron of Aersen-Beyeren first grand 
master. 

A. D. 1758. 

The Grand Lodge of Scotland, at Edinburgh, in adopting 
and couferring the high degrees, and establishing rituals 
for each of these degrees, renders herself liahle to the sanH~ 
charges of uumasouic couduct ·which she ha<.l but a short 
time before directed aguinst the G t·and LoJge of England, 
viz.: of changiug the basis of F1·eenwsonry and nltering 
the rituals. These high deg1·ees give her, however, nn in
fluence not before eujoyed, and creates a cot·responding 
energy in the \YOI'k of the Seotch lo<.lges. Perceiviug the 
increasing prosperity of her t:ister graud loJge at L0ndon, 
occasioned mainly by the custonl,-ol'iginated by the iatter, 
of establishing, eve1·y-"·here, pt·ovinl.!ial grand loJges, the 
Grand Lodge of Scotland, for the pn rpose of initiating a like 
proceeding, authorized a Colonel Young as p1·ov~ncial 

graud n1aster of such louges as he n1ight organize, as 'vcll 
as those already existing and holding their charters from 
the Grand Lodge of Scotland in North .Atnerica and the 
British '\Vest Indies, with plenary powot·s to int.L·o<.l uco the 
high degrees then known to Scottish ~Iasonry into those 
countries. 

A. D. 17GO. 

At .A vignon, the mother lodge of the Rite of S\Yedcn borg 
is instituted by the Benedictine n1onk Don1 Pel'llctti, aud 
a Pole named Grabiancu. The philosopher Swedeuborg, 
one of the most learned and illustrious Freemasons of his 
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tinte, in instituting this rite, had in view a desire to reform 
the Roman Catholic religion. The dogn1as of the t·eform 
of Sweuenborg are adopted by a good tnany influential 
persons iu Sweden, England, and Gern1auy, ·where societies 
which practice his religious system have been formed by 
f hose persons. 

A. D. 1760. 

In this year Ft·eemasonry in Germany was greatly con
fused anu injured by the introduction of the high degi·ees 
of every kind known to and having their inception in 
F:·ance. Chaptm;s of Emperors of the East and West, with 
a rite of hventy-five degrees, (subseqnently known as the 
Rite of Pet-fection,) founded in Paris in 1758 by the estab-

/ lishn1et~t of the Chapter of Clermont, are the childt·en of 
this parent, and they arc introdncc<.l by the ~iarqnis of 
Berny, a French gentlen1an, into the loclge at the Three 
G·lobes, in Berlin. This lodge propagates this right by the 
aid of its deputy Rosa, a Lutheran priest, who in a short 
time has o•·ganized seventeen lodges. Subsequently the 
army of Broglie intt·o<lucc<.l the other rites, such as Tem
plat·isrn, Rosecrucianism, etc., until, in a few yeat·s, the 
brethren in Gern1auy arc in as g1·eat confusion, as to what 
is and what is not Freen1asonry, as they arc in France. 

A. D. 1762. 

At this · time Ft·ecnutsonry had attained great progress, 
the different grand · lodges of Eu1·opc ha,·ing instituted 
lodges in nearly eve•·y part of the 'vorld. The bat·on of 
Hund introduces into Germany the 'l'cn1plar system known 
as "Strict Observance," which he has studied at Pat·is, 
where he 'vas initiated into the high <legt·ees of the chapter 
of Clct·n1ont. 

A. D. 1763. 

The two parties into which the Grand Lodge of France 
had been divided, in consequence of the n1aladministratiun 
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of the g1·and mastet~, the dnke of C1ermont, reunited JJJ 

1762, after having, during their sepnrntion, injured t.he 
h1ason ic institution al n1ost beyond repair, by their crea
tions of n1oveable lodges and in1n1oveable matters. Not
'vithstandin,g- the union, COJ1fnsion, consequent upon their 
provions n1isconduct, continued, and the eftects of the high 
degrees are as apparent for evil as they are lan1entable, not 
only in France, but 'vherever they have been introduced. 

A. D. 1764. 

A man named tTohnson, a secret agent of the Jesuits, 
'vho styled hin1self Envoy and Plenipoteutiary of the un
known superiol''S of Sti·ict Observance, establishes at J ena 
son1e chapters of this system. l-Ie announced, in an assem
bly that he convoked at this place on the 25th December, 
1763, that he alone had the power of conferring the de
grees of the syste1n and organizing chnpters, by virtue of 
the docun1ents, patents, and briefs granted to him by the 
unknown superiors of h:s systen1 in Scotland. At a sec
Ol1d convention, asseinbled on the 14th of June of this year 
(176-!), he invited the presence of Baron IInnd, 'vho had 
been eugaged in sin1ilar duty elsewhere in Germany since 
1762. At this convention the bat'on, 'vho had never hea~d 
of unknow·n superiors) requested the privilege of inspecting 
the docun1ents, patents, etc., possessed by Johnson, which 
reqncst being refused, the baron denounced this self-styled 
plenipotentiary as an arrant in1poster. 

A. D. 1765. 

The baron of lluncl is electec.l at J en a, grand ma.ster of 
the 'l'cmplar Systmn of Gern1any, styled "Strict Obset·v
ance." 

A. D. 1766. 
By an edict of the Grand Lodge of France, all charters 

granted by chapters, councils, colleges, nnu tribuunls of tho 
high degrees are declared void and of no effect. The at-
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tempt to enforce this decl'ee causes gt·eater confusion than 
ever among the l\f,tsons in Ft·aucc. The Grand Lodge of 
England organizes a provincial granu lodge for the·conutry 
of the I~o,vet· RLine. 

A. D. 1770. 
At A vignon is organized the grand Scottish lodge of the 

cvun ty V enaissin·, which adopts the Ilerrnetic Rite of Sweden
boeg. The Grand Lodge of the U uiteu Provinces, sitting 
at the IIague, proclain1s itself the National Grand Lodge 
of Uolland, in accordance with an agreen1ent entered into 
with the Grand Lodge of England; and notifies all the grand 
lodge:::s of Europe of this fact. 

A. D. 1772. 
Und the grand mastership of Louis Philippe Joseph 

D'Orleans, nke of Cha.rtees, the .N atioual Gt·a.rHl Lodge of 
France is dissolved, and the Grand Ot·ient of France orga.n
ized.1 Ferdinand, duke of Bt·unswick, is elected grand 
master of the lodges organized under the Templar system 
of Strict Observance. 

A. D. 1773. 
Under letters patent fron1 the Gt·and Lodge of England 

is organized the National Grand Louge of Germany. This 
gt·and louge had been iu course of ot·ganization since l 770, 
nud this year, 1·epreseuting twelve operative lodges, its tit·st 
act \Vas to adopt the ritual of Ziennendorf, its n1ost intelli
gent auu able frieuu and chief officer. 

A. D. 1775. 
A grand lodge is organized at Basle, under the nanH~ of 

I The Grand Orient at first adopted the modern English rite of three sym
bolic degrees, and called it the French Rit.e. Five years afterward, in its 
circubr of the 3tl of August., li77, it exhibited all that was dangerous and 
anti-masonic in the rituals of tbe high degrees, and refused to recognize 
them; and yet; ten years afterward, it is obliged, perh~ps unwillingly t.o 
constitute chapters of those very high degrees I 
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the Scottish Helvetian Directory. The grand master, Ferdi
nand of Brunswick, convoked in that city a congt·ess, to 
con~id.er the iuca of uniting all the rites. The baron of ._ 

Hund, and the representatives of t\venty-two lodges of tho 
systen1 propagated by hin1, we1·e p1·escnt at this assen1bly. 
The discussions began on the 23<1 of May, and closed on 
the Gth of July, 'vith no result. 

A. D. 1775. 
A n1other lodge of the Scotch Philosophic Rite, under 

the nan1e of" Social Contract," is constituted by the grand 
lodge of the county V enaissi u. 

A. D. 1778. 
Under the pretext to reform ~Iasonry, and throw light 

upon n1any obscure points in the rituals, the lodge styled 
Benevolent Knights of the Templars (Strict Obset·vance) 
SyRtem, convoke a congress at Lyons; but as there was 
nothing discussed but a proposed change of rituals, it ·was 
evident that the real object of the assenibly ·was to substi
tute tl1e Martinist fot· the Ten1plar ritual, 'vhich 'vas so 
done. · 

The congress of W olfenbuttel, convoked by Ferdinand, 
duke of Brunswick, grand n1aster of the 'Templar system 
in Gcr1nany, assen1bled at B1·unswick for the san1e object 
that had been discussed at the previous meeting, called by 
hin1 in 1775. The congress rcn1aincd in session fron1 the 
15th July to the 27th August; and the assembly, finding 
rt in1possible to \York their 'vay through the chaoe of 1nys
ticisn1 into 'vhich the nun1erons systen1s of high degrees 
huu plunged Freenlasoury, decided that there should 
oe convened, the following year, at "\Viesbaden, a gen· 
eral congress of all the n1ost intelligent ~fasous in Ger
many. 

In this year is instituted a grand lodge at St. Petersburg, 
Russia. 
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A. D. 1779. 
This Year the ~fa.souic Benevolent School is instituted at 

"' 
London, by some membm~s of the G1·and Lodge of England. 
The oLject of tbe society is to help and support the infirm, 
the nged, and those in prison; also to protect the 'vives, 
children, or orphans of deceased members. 

A. D. 1780. 

A council of the high degrees, called the En1perors of 
the Enst and West, take the title of Sublime Scottish 
~f~odge of the gt·eat globe of ],ranee, and Sovereign 
Grand Dodge., This authority sets itself up as the rival of 
the Nati nal GL·aud Lodge, and the Grand Orient disgraces 
itself by a atneful commerce of the ~Iasouic degrees. 

A. D. 1782. 
The congress of vVilhelmsbad, convoked by Ferdinand, 

duke of Beunswick, SJTeeably with the decision of the con
gress of 1778, invites all the grand lodges of Eut·ope to 
participate. Proposed to conYene, at first, on the 15th of 
Octobe1·, 1781, it was postponed. until Easter \Veek, 1782, 
and final1y assembled on the 16th July of this year. In 
this congt·ess~ the way for 'vhich \Vas opened by those of 
WolfeuLuttel and Lyons, where a general reforn1 of Free
masont·y, as practiced generally upon the continent, \Vas 
urgently recommended, a great many questions \Vere pro
posed fo1· discussion and decision, among which were the 
following: 

Is Ft·eemasonry a modern society? Is it, on the con
trary, derived fron1 an ancient society? If so, 'vhat society 
is it the descendant of? lias the present society unknown 
superiors? If so, 'vhat are their p~ivileges and attri-
butes? · 

These questions, and others of minor importance, sub
mitted, during a session of thirty daily meetings, though 
freely discussed, elicited no satisfactory solution. The con4 
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gress, ho\vever, succeeded in extinguishing a nun1ber of so
ca11ed Masonic systen1s, and altering others. 

It \Vas in this yeat· that .Joseph Balsamo, better kno,vn as 
Count Cagliastro, succeeded in organizing at . Lyons the 
tnother lodge of his rite, styled Egyptian, under the title 
of " Wisdom Triumphant." 

A . D. 1783. 
A grand lodge of the Eclectic Rite, composed of tl1e 

provincial grand lodges of Frankfort and W ctzlar, is or
ganized at Frankfort. This rite \Yas the creation of mem
bers of this grand lodge, \vho, selecting from all the rites 
and systems, as exhibited at the coug1·ess of '\Vilheln1sbad, 

·such points and parts as seerned to then1 1nost rational, 
styled their creation the "Eclectic Rite." In the circular 
addressed by this gt·aud lodge to the 1fasonic authorities 
of EuL'ope, announcing the reforn1 they had instituted, it 
was distinctly declared that all speculation in n1agic, cabal
istics, Templarism, and other follies of the day, \Vere by 
this grand lodge renounced aud forbidden to itsjuri~diction, 
and that Freemasonry, in the purity of its institution, ac
cording to the regulations of the Grand Lodge of England., 
as promulgated iii 1723, was the on1y s.tyle of Freetnasonry 
it would thereafter recognize . 

. A .. D. 1784. 

A ne'v grand orient of Poland is organized n.t Varsovia. 
A gl'and lodge of Austria is organized at Vienna. A 
mother 1odge of adoption of the Egyptian n1ason ry of 
Count Cag1iastro is instituted by hin1, of which the pa·ince 
of ~1ontmorenci Luxembourg accepts the granu master-
ship. · 

A. D. 1785. 
The congress of the Philaletes is convoked at Parts to 

disentangle Freen1asonry from the mass of high degrees 
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nnd mystic systems; bnt though in session fron1 the 15th 
Fcbt·uary to the 26th J\1ay, it failed in its oLject. 

A. D. 1786. 

A Grnnd Orient of Geneva is organized by the seven 
· lodges in that city. (This gt·at1d lodge was dissolved in 

1790 by the incorporation of this city into the territory of 
Fr·ance.) A provincial gt·and lodge is instituteu at Rouen, 
by the Grand Lodge of St. John, at Euinbtugh, with a 
~hupt~ the order of llarodim, of Kil winning. 

A. D. 1787. 

congress of the Philaletes is conYoked at 
Paris, to continue the discussions begun at that of 1785, . 
upon such dogn1atic aud historical points as had been sub
nlitted to the congress of \Vilheln1sbad. None of the 
questious, however, were satisfactorily decided, and the 
origin, nature, and object of Freen1asonry continued to be 
au insoluble problen1 to the greater number of the Free
n1asons of the continent. 

A. D. 1800. 
During the past century the tnodern or philosophic 

Freen1asonry, as instituted by the Gt·aud Lodge of London 
in 1717-'23, \Vas introduced at the dates gi veu in the 
various countries and states named below : 

EuROPE. 

England .......•.•.•.. 1717. Tuscany, ....... ...... 1732. Poland ................. 1739. 
Ireland ....•.........• l720. Russia ........ ... ... 1732. Malta ................... 1741. 
Scotland .............. 1721. Florence ......•••....• l733. Denmark .............. 1742. 
France ......... ....... 1721. Port ugnl .............. 1733. Rome ...•.. ...........•• 1? 42. 
llclgium .. .. ........... 1721. Switzerland ........• 1736. Bohemia .......•... .... 1744. 
Holland .. ... ......... 1725. Sa.rdinia .............. 1737. Hungary .... ...... .. .. 1744. 
Gibraltar ............ 1726. Sn.xony ............... 1738. Norway ............... 1744. 
Spain ..•.. : ..•..... .... 1 7~8. lla varia. .............. . 1738. Guernsey .............. 17 53. 
Hamburg ............. 1736. Prussia ............... 1738. Jersey .•..••..•.•... .... 1753. 
f5weden ............... 1731. Austria ....... ........ 1738. Hanover ... . ..... ...... 1754. 
Naples .... ... .. .. . ... . l732. Turkey ............... 1738. 

I 
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AsiA. 

llenga ••.....•.••••..•• 1727. Surinam ....••...•..• 1771. 
llombny •... •...••.•.. 1728. Oeylon ..•••.•.•...••.• 1771. 
liadras . . .......... . .. 17 62. 

OcEANICA. 

Prince of Wales 
Islands ............ 1780. 

Persia., ............... 1789. 

, 
Java ................... 1730. Sum!ltra .. ....... ...... 17i2. 

AFRICA. 

Cape of Good II ope, 1733. Sene gambia ..•..•... 1 i36. Isle of France •..••. 1778. 
Cape Coast ........... 1736. Mauritius •••.•....... 1 i 44. St. Helena ............ 1708. 

A:~lERICA. 

Canada ............... 1721. Jamaica .............. 174it Grenada .•.••.••. .•..• 1764. 
Mnssachusetls •.•••. 1733. St.. Vincent ••.••.•••. 1745. 
Georgia ............... 1734. Porto Rico ............ 1746. 
South Carolina ...... 1736. St. Domingo ........ . l746. 
New York ............ l737. llnrbadoes .•..•.•.••.• l'i£>0. 
St. Christopher ...•.. 1738. Guadn.loupe .....•••. 17 151. 
Martinique ...•....•. • 1738. Pennsylvania ..• ~ •.. 1753. 
Antigua ..••••••• ..••.. 1742. Trinidad .............. 1760. 

North Carolina .. ..• 1 788. 

Newfoundland ...... 1 765. 
Dutch Guiana ....... 1770. 
Vermont .............. 1770. 
Bermuda ............. 1771. 
Louisiana ............ 1780. 
J\Iary land ..••....•.•• 1781. 
Nova Scotia ..•••.... 1762. 

Freemasonry wa.s interdicted or prohibited during the 
past century in the countries and cities narr1ed, an<l at the 
difi'erent dates given below·, viz.: 

Russia ....................... 1 i31, '94, '97. Viennn, ...... ........................ ... 1743. 
Holla.nd ... ............ ............ 1735, '37. Cn.nton of Berne .... •.•.•. 1743, '70, 82. 
Paris .... .. .... .............. 1737, '38, '44. Austrian States •• . •...•.. ...••• 1742, '64. 
Sweden . I I •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1 i38. Tllrkey I ••• ~·· ••••••••••••••••••• •••••••• 17 48 
Hamburg ........... ............... ...... 1 i38. Sp:tin ...... ..... ': ............... ........ 1751. 
Geneva ... . .. ...... .. ..................... 1788. N nples ...... ~· ····· ·· ....... .... ... 1 i52, '75. 
Roman Sta.Les ................... 173U, '51. Dn,ntzic. ··~·················•··· ......... 1763. 
Portugal ••••...••.•••.• 1739, '42, 'iG, '92. Aix-la-Chnpelle •....•..•...•....•.••. 1779. 
Florence ................................ 1730. 1\lorocco .... ........................... ... 1 i84. 
~larseilles ........................... ... 17 42. Basle ........... ....................... ... 1785. 

A. D. 1804. 

The Count De Grasse Tilly organizes a central grand 
odge of France, 'vith a supreme council, at Paris. 

A. D. 1805. 
The Grand Orient of Lnsitania is organized at Lisbon; 

also the Grand Orient of Italy at Milan. 
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A. D. 1806. 
The Grand Lodge of Scotland organizes at Xcres a grand 

lodge for all Spain. The Grand Orient of Baden is organ
ized at \fannhein1. 

A. D. 1807. 
The Grand I.Jodge of Haro<.lim of Kilwinning, acknowl

edged/ ) 1 re existed as Canongate Kihvinning lodge of 
Freemasons ince the construction of the abbey of Kil
winniug, in 150, surrendet·s its independence as a self
constituted. gr !odge, and takes rank 'vith the lodges 
of its creation,. undet· the Grand Lodge of Scotland, as Can
ongate Kilwinning, No. 2. 

A. D. 180D. 

A grand orient of Naples is organized under the direc
tion of Pt'ince Joachin1, duke of Berg. Also a grand 
orient of Spain is organized at ~1adri<.l. 

A. D. 1811. 
A grand ot·ient of Westphalia is organized at Cassel. 

Charles XIII, king of Sweden, institutes a civil order, 
which he confers upon deserving Freemasons. 

A. D. 1813. 
\ 

'l"he two grand lodges of England-that of York, the 
legitimate successor of the organization of 926, and which 
in 1755 nwrged into the schisn1atic grand lodge, under the 
title of the "Grand Lodge of Ancient York ~lasons," and 
that of Lonuon~ founded in 1717, under the title of the 
"Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted 11asons "-are this 
year united. By this union are ~ertninate<.l all the difler
ences 'vhich had caused so n1uch bitterness during the 
past fifty or. sixty years. In the act of union, dated De
cember 1, 1813, the ancient la,vs, as well 'vritten as tra
ditional, are explicitly recognized, anu taken for the basis 
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of this act, and it is drawn up in that spirit of fl'at~ruity 
'vhich dictated the chat~ter of York, A. D. 926. It also 
recognized and proclainted that the ancient and true Frcc
mas,)nry is con1pos~d of but three degrees, viz.: those of 
apprentice, fellow-craft, and master mason. 

A. D. 1814. 

On the 15th of Aug\1st o( this year Pope Pius VII pub
lishes his edict against the 1-fasouic society, in which he 
11ronounces corpot·al pun!shrnent, even to death, and the 
confiscation of all his property, upon any person who 
should join or be known by the authorities to belong to 
this sodety. This edict is innnedintely follo"'·ed with liko 
prohibitions by the regent of 11ilan, Ilenry IV of Venice, 
l\faxin1ien Joseph, king of Bavaria, the emperor of Aus
tria, the king of Spain, the g t·and duke of Baden, and 
finally by the duke of Pat·ma. A 11 these edicts repeat, in 
their tu&·n, accusations similar to those coutained in the 
bull of Pius VII, and inte&·uicted, in their several States, 
all ~ftlSOlllC USSetnblies, Undet• 'Vltate\Tel' name they 1Uight 
be held. All the lodges existing in these countries arc 
imn1ediately closed. 

The fan1ous edict of Pius VII is a. document as curious 
as it is incomprehensible for the tirne at which it was pub-. 
lishcd; for the accu'sations it contains against the Fntter
nity are without a shadow of foundation. The tendency · 
of the ~fasonic society being continually toward the ame
lioration of the nlot·al and 'intellectual condition of the 
people, it is a natural but free auxiliary of an enlightened 
govet·un1ent desiring progt·ess, and desiring it geadually. · 
This san1e pope reestablished the order of the Jesuits, 
which had been abolishe<l. by Clen1ent XIV. 

A. D. 1816. 

Foundation, in Paris, of the mother lodge of the Rite of 
Misraim, uuder the title of the "H.aiubo\v." 
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. A. D. 1817. 

The Fraternity in Ilolland n1ark the bounds of their 
grand lo llge jurisdiction by the organization of two grand 
lodges inuependent of the g•·a1Hl orient situate at the 
Hague. One of these is located at the Ilague; the other 
atllr~ 

/ or, ') A. D. 1818. 
Pri nee Fre erick, grandtnastet· of the lodges of the Low 

Countries, int ·diets the exet·cise of the Rite of ~Iisraim. 

A. D. 1822. 

The emperor of Russia publishes a ukase 'vhich inter
dicts the meetings of Jfeeemasons within the en1pire. 

A. D. J 824. 
The king of Portugal iutet·<.licts Freemasonry in his 

kingdom. 
A. D. 1825. 

General Lafayette is "·elcon1ed to Boston, is feasted by 
the brethren ancl citizens, and attends at the laying of the 
coruet··stone of the monnn1eut subsequently erecte<.l near 
that city to perpetnate the ren1en1brance of the d.efcnse of 
the rights and liberties of An1erica. 

A. D. 1827. 
Renewal by the pope of the edict of Pius VII against 

the Freemasons. 
A . D. 1827. 

The ~fexican Congress, provoked by the calumnies of 
the clergy, take measures to retain the Freen1asons of that 
couutt·y from increasing their 111eetings, which were be
lieved to be devoted more to political discussions thau to 
any other business. 

In the Unite<l States some circumstances take place, in 
the St,J.te of N e\V York. calculated to fix the public mind 
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upon the Fraternity, and, for the first time, public notice 
is taken of the society in the Congress of that country. 

lL D. 1828. 
The king of Spain rene,vs his edict against the Free

masons. 
' A. D. 1832. 

The G1·a.nd Orient of .Belgiun1 is instituted at Brussels, 
and a. Masonic auth.ority, styleu the Snpt·enle Council for 
Belgiun1, i::5 nlso organized. AtFl'ankfort., a Jewi$h lodge, 
styled the "Frankfort Engle,'' is instituted, under the 
authot·ity of the Grand Ot·icnt of France. In Gern1any, 
obedient to the injunctions of the authorities which insti
tuted then1, tbe ope•·ati \?e lodges refused to ncknO\Y ledge 
the men1 bers of the Jewish lodge, and, contrary to the 
principles of ~.fasonry, they close their doors against thmn. 

I 

A. D. 1836. 
Some disputes spring up among the lodges of Germany, 

principally in Berlin, with •·egat·cl to the adn1is~ion of Is
raelites into the lodges. The refusal of n1any of the lodges 
to affiliate, or to iHhnit then1 to seats in their. assentblies, 
nohviths~<tnding they have been . regulat~ly initiated, pro
duced numerous controvea·sies. In a sort of congeess of 
Je,vish J\fasons, held at Berlin, they prepare nn a<.lJress to 
the n1other lodges of Berlin, and adjure them, in the IHfme 
of ~fnsonic pririciples, in the narne of justice and reu.son, 
to \vithu ra 'v the restrictions against tlwn1. 'l'h is iu~portant 
question, introduced and discussed at divers meetings of 
grand lodges of llm·lin, Dresden, and Frankfort, can not be 
decided satisfactorily. To the assertion of those louges 
which refused to adtnit the Israelites, upon the pl'inciple 
that ~·Iasonl'Y is essentially a Christian ]nstitution, with the 
Holy Bible its greatest syn1bol, an<l upon 'vhich no ~J e'v 
can be sworu, w·as opposed uy the countc-~· assel'tion that 
Mason1·y is not a Christian but a universal institution, hav-
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ing for its Jbject to rally under one banner and unite un~ 
dee one l>o·\d all religionists; that, following tl1e standard 
of no pronhet, neither 1foses, Christ, nor ~Iahon1et, it 
adopts the sublime doctrine of the second of these law
givers, seeh1g that such doctt·ino ernbodies n1ote nearly than 
auy othe1· the universal spirit of charity aud brotherly 
Jove wl1ich Freemasonry would inculcate, to the end that bt opening her ten:ples to n1en of every worship she n1ay 
the ; 1 fre them fron1 the pt·t~ udices of tbei t' couutt·y and 
the el'L'Ol'S OI theh• religious euucation, U.Ud teach them to 
regard each other but as brethren all united iu the bonds 
of peace, science, and 1abot·.1 

A. D. 1841. 
The three grand lodges of Berlin adopt measures to ex

clude J e\\'S fron1 the it· assCinl>lies, anti the benefit aucl 
pri vilcgos of Freemasonry. 

A. D . 1844. 

For1nntion of the Alpine G t·and Lodge at Zurich, by 
the uniou of the two Swiss niasonic authot·ities, Yiz.: the 
Scottish IIelvetia.n Directo1·y, at Zueich, and. the Nutioual 
Grand Lodge, at Berne. 'I'he new grand louge is consti
tuted in conformity with a charter signed anu acceptecl by 
fourteen louges at Zurich, ·on the 22d June, 18-±4. 

A. D. 18-15. 

On the 30th of August, of this yoa1·, agreeably to the in
vitation extended by the lodge "United. llrothet·s," of Stt·as
burg, there assemuleu at Steinbach, the birth-place of Er
'vin, architect of the catheural of. Strasburg, ~Iasous from 
many parts, to inaugurate a statue to his Inenloi·y, as the 
first gt·anJ. n1aster of the A1asous of Germany and. France. 

11.'he true principles of Freema.som·y, as herein set forth, h11.ve not, how~ 
ever, even to the present time, removed those absurd gothic prejudices; for 
to this hour Jewish Masons are excluded. from many German lodges. 
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Before the dedication of the statue, it was decreed, at a 
general assembly which had ta.ken place iu the to\Vll ha11, 
which \Vas wreathed anJ adorned for the occasion as a ~{a
sonic tenlple,. that a n1asonic congress should thereafter 
take place, in succession, in the village, town, or city repre
sented by every brother assenting to this proposition. 

A. D. 1847. 

The law of exclusion of 1841, hy which the tb t·ee granJ 
lodges of llerlin had prohibited certain brethren from par
ticipation in the privileges of inter·con1n1uni.on with the 
lodges of their jurisdiction, is at tl1is tin1e again brought 
up in those g1·and lodges. The formal declaration of the 
Grand Lodge of England to cease all correspondence and 
relations with them, if the paragraph relating to the exclu
sion of the Israelites was not eff~wed from their statutes, 
produced this result. 

A. D. 1848. 

In conformity ·with the constitution discussed and agreed 
to in Decen1ber of this year, in a congress to 'vh~ch had 
been inviteJ all the lodges of France, a National Grand 
Lodge for France is organized. Based upon the demo
cratic system in its largest conception, this grau<l lodge 
adopted the rnoJet·n English rite, and gave it the name of 
Unitary Rite. It notifieJ all tl.te lodges of Europe of its 
organization and decision as to a rite. 

A. D. 1849. 

After the political discuss1ons of the preceding ycnr, 
·which shook a great part of Enr·ope, the necesaity for re
forms in the l\Iasouic institutions was felt n1ore thnu ever. 
Already at d.ifterent perioda, sinee 1820 1nore particu1arly, 
views had. been exp1·esseu by a great 1nany lodges and snb
n1itted to their grand lodges, for the purpose of obtaining 
changes h1 the hnvs, and particularly in the exceedingly 
aristocratic organization ·of the mother lodges; ancl also 



THIRD CIIRO:NOLOGICAL EPOCH. 337 

de1nandiug to be represented ncar these governing hodiea 
in a mannet· more in harn1o11y \Vith the ancient ~lusonic 
clevice of "Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity.'' These 
views, ho\vever, \vere provocative of little respjnse and 
no resul'.. . 
( The political events, joined to the symptoms of cliscon
~it--:\\ 1c generally becmne manifest, and \Vhich appeared 
likely to 1 ad to con1plete revolution, detern1ined some 
grand lodge ' to undertake some degrees of reform. 

A. D. 1850. 
At this time Freemasonry has extended into all parts of 

the civilized world. In EuROPE it is in a most flourishing 
condition, protected and respected. England~ Scotland, 
Ireland, S\veden, Denn1ark, IIolland, Prussia, Saxony, and 
the Gcrtnan States, France, Switzerland, and the Protest
ant p::u·t of Bavat·ia, nurnber nearly three thousand louges, 
gove1·ned by twenty-one grand lodges. 

In Russia, Austria, and their dependent States, it is, on 
the contrary, pt·ohibite<l; also, in the kingdoms of Naples, 
Sardinia, Rome, Tuscany, Spain, and Portugal. 

In AFRICA we find lodges in Algiers, at Alexandria, 
Senegal, Senegambia, Guinea, the Cape of Good Hope, 
Mozatnbique, Canaries, an<l St. Helena, Bourbon, and 
:niauritius; "\vhile there are no lodges in Tunis, :n1orocco, 
or the Barbary States. 

In AMERICA it is every-,vhere prosperous, there being fe,v, 
if any, of the States of the An1erican Union which has not 
its grand ]odge. Freemasonry has penetrated into every 
portion of this vast continent. The British possessions of 
Nova Scotia, N e\v Brunswick, Canada, and Newfound
lan<.1 have each their provincial grand or independent grand 
and operative ~fasonic lodges; while all the more south. 
ern and \vestern St~tes which latterly have been received 
1nto the Union haYe each their grand and operative lodges. 
The \Vest India is1ands, Cuba, Porto Rico, have their 

22 

-
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lodges, and that of Hayti its grand and operative lt)dges. 
In Ceutt·al America. it is to be found in the French, Dutch, 
and British Gnianas, arid also in the republics of Venezuela, 
Guaternala, Columbia, Bolivia, aud Peru, and the nnited 
provinces of La Plat_a, Uruguay and Paraguay; while in 
Rio J aniet·o, capital of the en1pire of Brazil, there is a 
geand lodge 'vith twenty-five operative lodges under its 
juri~diction. 

In AsrA, Ft·eenlasonry has existed for n1ore than a 
century in Hindo~tan. Lodges aee to be found in Born bay, 
Pondicherry, Alahabad, Bejapoor, Cha.zepoor, Carnute, 
Dan·ely, Concan, Futteghur, etc. At Agt·ah is to be found 
the G;:aud Lodge of Bengal; whlle in China, at Canton,and 
the islands of Ceylon and Pri nee of \Vales, in Persia an<l 
in Turkey, lodges exist. There is no lodge in J upan. 

Iu OcEANICA, Freemasonry "'as introduced in 1730, into 
the island of Java. At the present tin1e, Sumatra, New 
Holland, New South \Vales, N e\v Zealand, and V au Die· 
man's Land have all their l\fasonic lodges. 

The number of lodges upon the globe, at present, has 
been variously estimated as high as five thousand; of thiA 
nun1ber, three thousand are in Europe, fifteen hundred in 
~met·ica, and five hundred in Asia., Africa, and Oceanica. 

Thus, 'vithin a century and a half, the ntoderu or Phil
osophic. FreenHtsonry bas been propagated oYer the whole 
surface of the earth, and in its progress alw·ays sprea4.Hng 
seeds of civilization and friendly intercourse. Fron1 habits 
practiced in the lodges, have gone out pt·inc·iples of peace, 
fraternity, freedon1, and equality, 'vhich have softened the 
asperities of social intercourse, given birth to a. gt·eater 
breadth of charity for the prejudices of 1nankind, and ex~ 

panded the human 1nind beyond the exclusiveness of caste, 
origir., national education, and religion. Is it, theu, aston
ishing that the l{oman Catholic cl~rgy, who are uotorious 
as partisans of the stationat·y order of thing~, and bitter 
oppouents of all progtessive views in hun1an aflaies, sLould 
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be opposed to an institution that operat.es so insensibly in 
transfor·rning anti enlightening man to a knowle<lge of his 
true tnanhood; and that they should, from so early ape
riod in its history, have pet·ceived the true tendency of 

' tlte ~1n.sonic institution, and opposed, 'vith all their power, 
tt~ establishment? On the contrary, the ·wonder is that 
tb~e-not carried its persecution n1ore fully to the 
Litter end, as ft \Vas and has been the only institution of 
a non-clerical or lay character which has stood between 
then1 and unlintited po,ver; but, fortunately for it, and 
unfortunately for them, it had assutne<l shape and consist
ence in a country where, and at a time 'vhen, their power 
was not in the ascendant. Upon. the continent, howeYer·, 
\vhither_the institution rapidly extended, the clergy, being 
very powerful, had more success; yet here, finding it im
possiLie, ft·otn the peculiar nature of its constitution, to 
use Freemasonry, they resolved to abuse it, ban it, and ex
communicate its adherents frotn t·eligious pr·h7 i)eges here 
and hope of heaven hereafter. This failing, they finally 
resolved to introduce into its lodges a nun1ber of rites with 
their degrees, appealing to the \Veaker points in the huruan 
charactet·, and thus they succeeded in denaturalizing the 
institution to such an extent that its original constitution . ~ 

becan1e, in a great measul·e, lost sight of. So intense, how-
ever, did Jesuitism labor in this regard, thn.t it overdid 
itself; for this very <lenatutalization led to inquiry nnd in
vestigation which, in evolving the tt·ue condition, uPnlaskea 
the perpetrators of these w-rongs inflicted on the inst.i tu tion, 
and restot·ed it, in a great degree, to its primitive sirnplieity 
and usefulness. 
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EDICT 
or 

POPE PIUS VII AGAINST THE FREEMASONS. 

EDICT. 

IF the ancient legislation of the Roman States has inter· 
dict.e<l, under penalties ~he n1ost rigorous, all secret and 
hidden assemblies, by reason that their jealous 9lnndcs
tineship induced the belief that, in such nssen1hlies, the 
well-being of the state and puLJic tranquillity were en
dangm·ed, and that therein 'Yore formed schools of de
pravity, the sovereign pontiff8, in like n1anncr, are equn11y 
bound to entertain a sin1ilar opinion as to the object of 
those assemblies of Freernasous, Illunlinati, Egyptians and 
others, 'vho, surrounding their· hidden operations with 
forms, ceremonies, and oaths to guard secrets which they 
must believe are, at least, liable to be suspected ; an<l a~ 
their assemblies are pnrticulal'ly composed of persons of 
di,?crs nations and conditions, 'vorships aud degrees of 
morality, adtuittcd without distinction, they can not free 
themselves from the suspicion that their assen1blies are 
gotten up to arrange the destruction of_ not only thrones 
and governments, but even religion itself, and particnhu·ly 
the only tt·ue religion of out· LorJ Jesus Christ, of which 
the_ Ron1an pontiff 'vas constituted chief, master, and 
gu:u-dian by its divine founder aud legislator hin1self. 

Informed as to these facts, nnd nnirnatcd by thci r evan
gelical zeal-although then they had not foreseen, as has 
been since generally ren1arkcd, the nHHderous dcvclop
n1ent and biducn designs of these secret assemblies and 
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infernal conventicl~s-the pontiffs Clement XII and Bene
dict XIV, of glo1·ious me~ory, who have since appeared 
at the bar of God, opposed all theit· fot·ce and their apos
tolic ministt·y to the debauchery 'vhich :hese assembli9s 
eYfH·y-where threatened. The first, by his decree, which, 
cou11nencing ''In eminenti apostolatus specula," published 
the 27th April, 1738, not only forbade, but condemned in 
all their extent, the n1eetings or assemblies of these so
styled Freen1asons, or other similar societies, of 'vhatever 
de nom iuation or by whatever designation they might be 
known ; and, subsequently~ by the thunders of e.t:commu.nica
lion, to be incurred by the act, without regar~ to any decla
ration n1ade by the accused, and from the effects of 'vhich 
none other than the Roman pontiff coulJ absolve hin1, ex
cept at the point of death, pron1ulgated against all indi
viduals proscribed, \Yhether such accusation proceeded from 
their being initiated into any of the degrees of these so
cieties or fron1 being accessot~y to the initiation of others. 
llis in1rnediate successor, Benedict XIV, knowing the 
great intet·ests involved and the necessity for this <.li~po
sition, particularly as regarded the 'vell-being of the Cath
olic religion and the public security, did, by a new decree, 
\Vhich, con1n1eucing iu these words, "Providias .Roman
ontrn Pontijicarn," published on the 18th of ~fay, 1751, 
confi.t·n1ed in its fullest extent the decree of his prede
cessor, not only in the inset·tion of it, 'vord_ for \vorJ, in 
his own decree, but in explaining and expounding '"·ith 
his usual wisdom (§7) the motives '\7 hich determined all 
the powers of the earth to prohibit Freen1asonry, 'vhich 
ntotives it would be here unnecessary to enumet~ate, but of 
which the justness is detnonstrated by experience, as they 
are "rell known to most en lightened people. -... 

'l'he fo1·esi.ght of these two pontiffs was not confined to 
this 1neasure. They \Vet·e not ignorant that the horror 
of crime and the thundet·s of the Chu•·ch w·ere ot·dinarily 
sufficient to convince and advantageously secure the con-
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sciences of the good, but that these means must, 'vhen di
l'ected to,vard the wicked, be aided hy afflictive penalties. 
Hence the pontiff, Clen1ent XII, by his edict., publi5hed by 
the cardinal Joseph Ferraro, hie secretary of state, on the 
14th Januat-y, 1739, inflicted the most severe temporal 
punishn1ents against the contumacious, and ordered even, 
an1ong other dispositions, their efl·ecth-·e execution; anJ to 
wl1 ich' His I-Iol inoss, Benedict XIV, by his published de
cree, gave a ne\V and additional force, charging all nwgis
trates for the prosecution under these decrees to en1ploy 
their most acti\~e and energetic assistants to fully execute 
the penalties tbet·ein pt·escribed. 

However, in the general O\'et·throw of the order of things 
·which has been accomplished during the uul1appiness of 
the IIoly See and of the Church, these dispositions have 
been treated with in1pnnity, notwitlu:;tanding their justness, 
·wholesomeness, and indispensability; and the rneeti ngs and 
assemblies interdicted by thern have had all sorts of fa
cilities of communication, not only at Ron1e, but also in all 
parts of the pontifical states. 

His Holiness, Pope Pius VII, 'vishing to adn1inister a 
prompt and efficacious remedy to an evil which it is neces
sat·y to extirpate immediately, and opposing himse] f to 
the spread of this pernicions cancer ere it takes root 
throughout the state, does enjoin and ordain, and by this 
present edict rr1akes kno·wn, to all his snprcn1e wish, which 
.should have the force of law, and should so serve in the 
tribunale of justice both ci\·il and spirihial, in all conn· 
tries, cities, lands, an<l provinces which appertain. or n 
any 'vise recognize allegiance to the temporal do1uin iou 
of the Holy Apostolic See. 

By these dispositions it is intended to say that, for tht)Se 
who regard the pains and penalties to be incurretl bJ the~e 
unhappy persons who, dut~ing the lapse of time which tltoy 
have had 'vherein to ha\~e allowed their tendencv to fayor 

tl 

these assen1blies to subside, (God forbid that this be not a 
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1uestion 'vith our well-beloved subjects,) or at tne present 
or in the future shall have the unhappiness to become, in 
any tnanncr, a party to or conneeted with the ~Iasonic or 
other similar assen1blies, His IIoJiness relinquishes them 
entirely and \Vithout exception to the penalties and dispo
sitious pt·onounced by the aforesaid decrees of his prede
cest;ors of glorious memory; hereby recalling and maintain
ing the same in tl~eir fullest force and tenor, as his special 
care. 

The Holy Father, moved by the energetic sentiments of 
his _pontifical zeal, and by the affections of his paternal 
heart, "?arns all the faithful w·ho shall fall into this de
plorable error to seriously consider the state of damnation 
into which they have plunged their souls, by incurring the 
penalty of major excommunication 'vith which they are 
afflicted, as also of-being deprived of all the advantages of 
~onnnunion in the Cl1urcb, and to pass away in this condi
Hon to that awful tribunal \vhere nothing is hidden, and 
hefore which vanish the vain supports which they n1a.y 
lind to lean upon in this 'vorld. '!'hat they hun1ble thern
~~lves, therefol'e, by a sincere repentan~e, and be taken 
once n1ore into the arn1s of the holy Church, that conlpas
~ ionate mother who calls them, and \Vho 'vould receive 
1 ben1 tenderly, to the end that she may reconcile them 
with the Father of all mercy, whom they have abandoneu 
·w\th ingratitude. 

"\Vith regard to the outside world and the feelings which, 
uude1· these hnperious ci1·cumstauces, should anitnate the 
_J!eneral police of a 'veil-ordered state, llis I-Ioliness wishes 
also to be understood as to the measures of clemency \Yhich 
may have been adopted for those times of disorder and 
impiety which preceded his happy return to the holy city, 
and the promulgation of this edict. N O\V this detestable 
pest has but to little if any exteut infected the terr·itory 
and the subjects of the pontifical state, but many ind~vid
uals have allowed the1nselves to be entrapped by circun1-
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stances. The Holy Father deplores their unhappy blind
ness, and 'voul<l ren1ove then1 frotn its influence forever; 
it is for then1, however, to render themselves "·ortl•y, by 
a return prompt and permanent., at ]east so far as conrcrns 
their out\vard conduct, for "rhich every citizen i:-3 respon
sible to society. Otherwise, that tbey hold then1selves in 
readiness to inform and not seek to hide ft~onl the knowl
edge of the govet·nnlent officers, the places 'vherein they 
mny be assembled at any time, that the san1e may be 
watched; and that, to prevent the return of similat· offenses, 
the names of the principal persons among then1 should be 
communicated to the chiefs of the tribunals, in order that, 
in case of relapse, the old oflenses should be aggregatet~ 
"'ith the ne,v. Nobody, then, at the present or any future 
time, can allege, for a pretext, that he bas found no evi. 
in this following of preparatory scenes~ sometitnes indif
ferent and sometitnes ridiculous, but by 'vhich is arti
ficia11y held in suspense the cut·iosity of the initiate, the 
bettee to dispose and enlist him in mysteries of greater 
atrocity. Iu consequence 've decree, as follows, the meas .. 
ures 'vhich we believe necessary and just to prevent such 
oil"enses in the futu1·e: 

1. In confol'mity ·with the dispositions of the edict of 
the 14th January, 1739, it is forbidden, in the first place, 
to all persons, as well in l~o1ne as in the other parts of the 
pontifical d01nain, to continue, extend, rene\v or estnblisn 
the said assemblies of Fl'eemasons, or any sitnllar society. 
whether instituted under ancient or Inodern denomina· 
tions, or under the neYvly-irnagineu title of Carbonari, th"' 
latter of which have exhibited a pretended pontifical letter 
of approbation 'vhich bears upon its face evidence of its 
own falsity. It is also forbidden to v.ll persons to net in 
the capacity of clerk ot· scrivener to these societies, or to 
assist in such capacity one single tin1e, from any reason or 
pretext \vhatever; or to invite or solieit any body wi~hin 
the roo1n wherein such assemblies may take place, or to 
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receh·e iuto his house, or any other place, any n.~.~nlber of 
such societies, or bai; or loan money to, or favor such per
sons in any n1anne1· whatever. 

2. tflte di~positious of the present edict hear also upon 
those persons w.llo n1ay tt·ansgt·ess its r(lqnhernents, in 
ente1·iug into any relations direct or inJitect, in1meuiate 
or remote, with the atot·esaiJ associations which are now 
estalJiished, Ot' which n1ay at any futnre time be established, 
outside of the poutitieal stute. 

3. It is fot·biJden to all persons to have in possession 
or unuer their clwrge oe cat·e, within their d w~lling or 
elsewhere, i nst1·un1ents, "·en pons, en1blems, la\v~, records, 
patents, or any other thing used by or iu any n1anner ap
pertaining to the soc1eties aforesaid. 

4. \Vhocver shall kno\v of the existence of such secret 
and clandestine n1eetings, or shall have been engaged 
therein, either as assistant or scrivener, sha 1l Le held as a 
'vitness against such assen1hly-for that which concerns 
the capital to tile governor of Rorne, and, for the other 
parts of the state, to the comrnandants of pt·ovinces or to 
the apostolie delegates. Those \\·ho, in vi~"r of the require· 
n1ents of this a rti<·le, shall Le o l>liged to i nfo1·n1 against 
and denounce sueh asscntblies 1nny be certain that they 
shall be llehl enth·ely blanleless anu unknown to the ac
cused; that they shall be f1·ee fh..~m all penalty ~which they 
"·ou)u otherwise i neu r as accessories or accon1 pliees, and 
that they shall receive, nt the expense of the uelinquent, 
a recornpense cort·esponJing to the value of the infortua
tion conveyed by then1 tending to convict the accused. 
Aud, upon this subject, IIis lloliness desires to be fu1ly 
undet·stood to aunounce anJ deciJe, that notbiug in1proper 
or dishonorable can attach to a revelation to the pt·oper 
authorities of that which n1ny prevent to the governrnent 
and to the state the consequences of a conspiracy menac
ing good order and religion itself; and that aH out.hs, in 
opposition to this principle, become a bond of iuiquity, in 
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no degree binding, and leaving the obHgated as free as if 
he had never taken such oath or obligation. 

5. 'rhe penalties to be un<let·gone by all who may contra
vene tbe dispositions of the present edict shall be corporeal 
and ajfiictive, and even 1:ery serious, accot·ding to- the impor
tance or n1alignity of the cit·cun1stances attending the trans
gression; and, in addition thereto, there shall attach partial 
or entire con.fiscation of the property of the condemned, or fine, 
to be ]Jaicl in money, of which the judges and agents of tbe 
tribunals shall receive a part, in proportion to the extent 
of their labors and exercise of care in discovering and 
establishing the guilt of the delinquent, \vho shall be con
victed according to law. 

6. II1s IIoliness especially orders ancl decrees that all 
• 

edifices, such as palaces, public and private residences, or 
any other description of inclosed building, wherein an as
senlbly of any of the societies aforesaid, under whatever 
nan1e, may have taken place, shall be irnmediately, and 
without any delay beit:g incut·red to prove the ofteuse, de
clared confiscated, and put in charge of the Governn1ent 
treasurer; and if the fact of offense cau not be proved 
satisfactorily, then a fine ma.y be levied and collected fron1 
the owner of the property. 

7. Finally, it is enjoined upon all the chiefs of tribunals, 
as 'vell as all local judicial authorities, to use every care 
in tbe execution of the dispositions of this edict; and 
should they, upon any point, entertain doubt as to the 
proper uuderstanding of such dispositions, they shall 
addt·ess, 'Yithout delay~ the Cardinal Consalvi, Sect·etary 
of State, '"ho will con1n1unicate to them the decision of 
the Sovereign Pontiff: 

Done at the Secretariat of State, this 15th day of 
August, 1814 

P. Card. PAccA, 
Chamberlain of the Holy Chnrch, 

and A~sistant Sectetary of State. 
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P R IMITIVE 

~IASONIC LA 'VS .AND CHARTERS. 

IN examining the basis of the charter of York, the text 
of which follows these observations-and 'vhich charter, 
although pt·esented to the ~fasonic lodges as emanating 
frorn the king, could not be ot.her than the production of 
the chiefs of the lodges-,ve find it i n1bued 'vith the spirit 
of the first Christian communities, whose members, having 
separated themselves from those who were animated by 
totally different feelings, had surrendered themselves to 
such apostolic teaching as might present to them the pure 
doctrines of the new faith. The fraternal and uniformly 
equable principles of the ancient laws of the Ron1an col
leges "~ere very intin1ately known to those who pt·enched 
the pritnitive doctrine of Christ. The teachings of the 
Hermit schools, the n1ost p1·on1inent instructors at that 
time iu the doctrines of the new faith in Britain, w·ere 
foun<l by the assen1bly of Ft·eeinasons convened at York 
so identical with the pri nci pies professed by them and 
their predecessors, for nearly five hundreJ years, that 
they- did not belieYe it necessary to enYelope such teach
ings in new· forn1s1 and the more so as already there ex
isted g1·eat divergence an1ong the various creeds of the 
ne\V church, consequent. upon the spit·it of investigation 
which even at that eady day had place. The assen1bly, 
therefore, adopted, as the basis of its ne\v constitution, its 
ancient h un1anitariau pri nci pies, ·which \Yere in entire 
harmony \Yith universal n1orality, and in entire conformity 
with the early Christian doctrine. 
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The freedom frotn Roman Catholic influence of the 
11asonic lodges at this titne exhibits itself iu this charter 
in a very striking n1anner, in the pra~·et· or invocation 
\vhich begins thus: "All pow·erful aud eternal Gou, Fa
ther anu Creator of heaven and eal'th,'' etc. In this 
prayer 've perceive no n1ention n1ade of a Trinity, the 
Deity invoked being none other than the gt·eat At·ch
itect of the Universe, that great first canse recogl)izecl by 
the N oachiuean doctrine, anu the belief in the eternal 
existence of which can reauily be concnrre·d in by men of 
evea·y confession. 

The third aud fourth articles of this constitution sup
pose, in fact, and with a degree of tolerance very hun1ane, 
that the tt·ue religion, inborn in the hearts au<l consciences 
of all n1en, can not fall to harn1onize charactet·s the most 
diverse, seeing that ·it is to the conscience of every man, 
and to that alone, that the religion of justice stri<;tly ap
peals. The othet· articles of this eonstitution or chat'tet· 
are confined to the considet·ation of the st~te of art, a~1d 
to the sirnple anu dignified oversight and an·angen1ent of 
Masonic a:fiail·s pt·oper, but always in1bueu w·ith this same 
spirit, embracing hun1n.nity as an entire whole. 

The constitution or chat·ter of York is not only the 
basis of the British Masvnic corporations, feon1 the t1rne 
of its promulgation to the separation of the lodges of 
Freem.asons from the com;mnionship of ordinary stone 
dresset·s anu masons, (\vhich virtually took place, as 've 
have sho\vn, in 1717,) and as the difterent ortlinances, 
published under the reigns of diftet·ent kings, relating to 
the aftairs of these cot·porations, distinctly prove; but it 
beca1ne the model of the 11asonic corporations, which, 
subsequent to its prorunlgation, were g•·adually o1·ganized 
upon the continent. The ancient corporations of Lonl
bar<ly, of ·which the principal bt·anches \Vet·e at Como and 
at Pavia, and \vhich should have conserved the laws as 
they \Vere known to the ancient Ron1an colleges, adopted 
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this charter imn1etliately, as did also those vf Ger1nany 
ancl Ft·ance; for "'e find it the basis of that printed con
stitution of the Freemasons of Strasburg 'vhich \Vas 
aclopted in 1459, and into which it is .copied in all its ex
tent, except the opening prnyer, 'vhich, 1n accordance 
with the Roman Catholic influence of that period, is 
changed to read: ''In the name of the ~,ather, and of 
the Son, and of the Iloly Ghost, and the \Vorthy ~1other 
~[ary," etc. This influence "'as inevitable; for the Ger
n1ml ~Insons at this tin1e 'vere organized, and in great 
n1easure controlled, by the ecclesiastic architects of the 
COll\~ents and ll10llasteries; and it was not until the latter 
part of the fifteenth century they obtained from the popes 
the confirn1ation of the exclusive privileges accorded at 
the beginning to the corporations of Lotnbardy. hiore 
favored than the latter, however, they were in receipt of 
special diplomas which n1ade them free of ro):al edicts, 
and conceded to thetn the right of con1municating directly 
-:vith the popes in all n1atters connected with operations 
of any magnitude. This clerical influence, ho"reve1·, diu 
not pt·otect the clergy from cotnplaint, rendered in n man
ner at once spirited and daring, against their tendency to 
vice_ aud immorality; and this fact has come to us in the 
shape of nun1erous marks 'vhich fi~ure upon the religious 
edifices of the period, son1etimes sytnbolic, son1etimes satiric, 
expressi\Te of their criticisn1 of the abuses of the clergy, 
as contrasted with their own religious belief and doctrine. 

The chat·ter of Y ot~k also served as the basis of that 
constitution of modern Freemasonry \vhieh was adopted 
n~ London in 1717, and altered but in those points neces
sary to n1ake that constitution ·correspond with the new 
ohj,~ct of the society, and the changes and developments 
wrougl1t by the lapse of eight centuries in the COIH.litiou 
of Br·itish law, customs, and usages. This constitution of 
the Grand Lodge of London has, i11 its turn, serYed as 
the model for the constitutions of all the grand lodges 



350 GENERAL HISTORY OF FRliEMASOXRY. 

which have been formed since 1717 upon 011r globe; and 
it is only to be regretted that, among this 5reat number 
of lodges, there should be found so few who have had the 
courage and the ~1asonic spirit to reforrn that part of the 
coustit.ntion of the Grand Lodge of England which pro
vides for the predon1ination of that body, and replace it 
by a form in harn1ony \Vith the fundan1ental principles of 
the ~fasonic institution. 

The small nnn1uer of docun1ents which the 1fn.sonic 
society possess besides its charte1~s, of 'vhich the most an
cient have been destroyed, is easily accounted for by the 
fact that absolute silence had been imposed by oath upon 
every member of the society, solemnly binding then1 not 
to cotnmunicate in any rnanner except verbally, and in 
that \Yay ouly to each other, any of the secrets confided 
to them; while, as an association, the society itnposed 
upon itself similar restrictions. Its existence is engraved 
upon the fronts of the n1onun1ents of its art, in the orna
ments and symbols reproduced upon the stones which 
ha.ve entered into their construction. True Freemnson ry 
has never had any sect·ets other than those which have 
been ~onnected 'vith Hs art, its bun1anitarian doctrines, 
and its signs of recognition. 

... 
CHARTER OF YORK. 

A. D. 926. 

FundamenJal laws of the Fraternity o.f .lJfasons, based upon the 
ancient writings concerning the laws and privileges of tlte ancient 
corporat-ions of Roman builders, as tlu.y were confirmed to 
Albanus, in the year 2!>0, by the emperor Carausius, a.t h·is resi
dence at Vervlam (St. Albans), -received, discussed, and accepted 
by the lodges of England, convolced for this object in a general 
assernbly at York, in the year 926, by prince Edwin, son of king 
At!tdrtan. 

TlJP- <>mnipotence of the Eternal God, of the Father 
and Creator of heaYen aud earth, the 'visdom of his Di-
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vine \Vord, and the coopct~ation of his Spirit sent among 
us, n1ay be with our conunencernent, and graut us grace 
so to go,·ern ourselves in this life, as to obtain his appro
bation no)v, and, after our death, life eternal.• 

* * * * * * * 
Finally, peace is restored, an<.l the bishop of Ron1e con-

verts the Angles and the Saxons to the Christian faith, 
among which are found to be n1any native craftstnen in 
Britain who had been instructed by those vigilant oid rnas
ters 'vho retnained in this country. Then they erecte<l the 
churches of Canterbu ''Y (600) and of Rochester (602), and 
they repait·ed the ancient houses of God. SuLsequently, 
the king, Charles ~!at·tel, sent n1ason~ from beyonu the 
sea, upon the den1and of the Saxon kings, and ft was then 
that architecture l:lourished a·new, under the direction of the 
ancient master masons of Britain. It is to be regretted that 

' tuauy l{otnan edifices shoul<l have been devastated upon 
the occasion of the incursions of the Danes, and that nu~ny 
docun1enta aud recorJa of lo<lges, 'vhich in those tin1es were 
held an<.l pt·eser\·ed in the con,·ents, shoul<l have been burnt, 
undet· like circun1stances. But the pious king Athelstan 
(925), who has n1uch esteem for the art, ·and who hits es
tablished 111any superb eulfices since the peace concluded 
witl1 the Danes, has <.les!t·ed to n1ake up this deficiency. 
He has ordained that the insHtut.ion fonndetl in the titne of 
the Rotnans by St. Alban ehoul<l be reestablished and con
firnled anew. It is in this itJtentiou that he has remitted 

1 After this introduction, or prnyer, follows a long history, in two parts, 
of at·cbitecture in Great Britn.in and other countries; a. historic abr idge
ment (If the art of building from the most ancient mythical times to that 
of Athelstnn; ~nd, after that, the particular rules which served u.s funda
mental laws to the Masonic corporations. Tl) convey an idea of the man
ner in which this history is written, we submit. its closing passages. It.s 
similarity of style to thnt which is given by Dr. Anderson, in his "Consti-
tutions," etc., of 1723, will doubt less be remarked by the reader, and con- , 
vince him of the truth of our st.'l..tement, thnt. the charter of York was the 
mod<>l as it W il.S the basis of these " Constitutions," etc. 
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to his son Echvin (me1nber of the association) an edict by 
which the lUasons can have their own gocernrnent, and establish 
all proper rules to rendet their a1·t prosperous. Ile has also 
invited ~1asons fron1 Ganl~ and appointed some c~1icts. Fi
nally, he has exan1ine<l the Gt·eek, Hon1an, and Gallic 
institutions ·which these last have brought in 'Yriting 'vith 
them, and compared them with those of St. Alban, and it 
is after such that all the ~fasonic corporations ought to be 
organized. 

llehol<.l, then, in the pious prince Edwin, your protector, 
'vbo will execute the oruers of tl1e king, and who \Vould 
encourage and exhort you no more to fall into past f~tults. 

Thus, each year, the masi:ers and the chiefs of all the 
lodges shall assetnble themselves together, and make a l'e
port of all the constructions and ameliorations 'vhieh they 
have produced, and such assembly shall be convoked here 
at York, and the chiefs shall proclainl. the ]a\\'S 'vhich are 
to. be fonnd in the ancient writings, and 'vhich they have 
found good, and useful to observe. The follc.nving are the 
obligations which you are to accept, nnd "·hich, when you 
shall have accepted, yon must pron1ise to observe by placing 
your hand upon ·the holy book of the Gospel, wl~ieh the 
chief shall pt·csent to you. Each n1aster, also, must cause 
the sanle to be reau in his louge, aucl he nlust ]ike,vise 
cause the same to be read at the reception of a new brother, 
as he n1nst require hiln, upou the authority of the Gospel, 
to observe the satne. 

FUNDAMENTAL LAws OF THE BROTHER 11ASONS. 

Article L 

Yout· first duty is that you t·everence God with sincerity, 
and subn1it to the laws of the N oachides, becanse these 
are the divine luws to which all the 'vot·ld should subn1it. 
For this reason you should also avoid following false Joe
trine and ott~nding against Gou. 
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Article II. 
• 

You should be faithful to yout· king, ·without tt·eason, 
and obedient to coustitnte<l authority, 'vithout deception, 
wherever you may find yourself, to the end that high trea
son should be unknown to you; but if you should be ap
prise<.! of it, you must in1med.iately inform the king. 

Article III. 

You should be serviceable to all men, and a faithful 
friend, to the extent of your ability, 'vithout disquieting 
yourself as to 'vhat religion or opinion they shall hold or 
belong to. 

Article IV. 

You should be, above all, faithful among yourselves, in
structing each other and aidiug each other, not c~lumniatiug 
one anothet·, but doing to each other as you would have 
done to yourself; so that, according as a brotl1er shall 
hav~ failed in his engagen1ent with his fello\v, you ought 
to help him to repair his fault, in order that he may reform. 

Article V. 
You shoul<l assist assiduously at the discussions and. la

bors of your brethren in the Jodgc, and keep the secret of 
the signs from all who are not brethren. 

Article VL 

Each should guard himself against infidelity, seeing that 
without fidelity and probity the fraternity can not exist, and 
a good reputation is a va 1 uable property. Also constantly 
hold to the interests of the master whotn you may serve, 
and honestly fiuish your labor. 

Article VIL 

You should always pay honorably that 'vhich you owe, 
a11d, in general, do nothing that will injure the good repu
tation of the Fraternity. 

23 
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A1·ticle VIII. . 
Furthertnore, no ma~ter ought to undertake a w:ork which 

he n1ay be unable to perfor1u, for, by doing so, he puts his 
fellows tG shame. 1fasteL"s, however, ought to deman'l 
that a sufficient salary be paid them, so that they can hve 
and pny their fcllow-\vorktnen . 

Article I~Y. 

Fu.rthermore, no 1naster ought to supplant another, but 
leave hhn to finish the wot·k that he has found to do; at 
least to the extent of his ability. 

Article X. 

Furthermore~ no master ought to accept an apprentice 
for less than seven years, and not until after the expiration 
of that time onght he to be tnade a .Nfason, aftet· the advice 
and consent of his fello,vs. 

Article XL 

Furthermore, no rnnster or fello·w-craftsman should ac. 
cept in<lernnity for adn11tting any person as a l\fason if h~ 
be not free·born, of good reputation, of good capacity, and 
sound of lin1bs. 

A1·ticle XII. 

Furthermore, no fellow-craftsn1m1 ought to blan1e another 
if he does not kno\v better thau him wbon1 he ntny rcpri· 
maud. 

A1·ticle XIII. 

Furthern1ore, each 1nastcr, \vhen he is repritnandcd by 
the architect (chief of the -lodge). o_r each fellow-craftsn1an, 
when he is reprimanded by the !naster, should listen re
spectfully, correct his '\Voek, and. conform to instruetions . 

.Article ....-rrv: 
Furthern1ore, all ~Iasons shou1d be ouetlient to their 
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chiefs, and execute with good will that which may be 
o1·dered. 

Article XV. 

},urthermot·e, all 1\Iasons should receive their fellows 
coming from abroad, and \vho \Yill give the signs; but they 
ought to be careful, and as they have been taught. They 
also o.tght to come to the relief of brethren who may need 
assistance, as soon as they shall learn, in manner as they 
have been taught, that such assistance is necessary, aud the 
distance be 'vithin half a league. 

Article XVI. 

Furthermore, no master or fello.w-craftsman shall adn1it 
1nto a lodge another who has not been received a ~1ason, 
to learn the art of dressing stones, or allow him to dt·ess; 
nmthcr shall be sho\v him how to usc square or con1pass. · 

These are the duties \vhich he w·ell and truly ought to 
observe. Those which shall yet be found good and useful 
in the future uught always to be "Titten and published by 
the chiefs of the lodges; for all the brothers to learn the 
same, and to be S\vorn to their performance. 

SUMMARY 

OJ' 

ANCIENT ~fASONIC CHARTERS. 

Ro~IAN CHARTER, 715 B. C. 
Containing the la,vs relating to and governing the Col

leges of Builders, founded by Numa. Pon1pilius. These 
laws are to be found on the 8tlt of the Twelve Tables of 
the Ro1nau Law8, created in the year 451 B . C. 
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CHARTER OF ST. ALBAN, A. D. 290. 

llnsed upon t.he ancient laws of the Roman colleges, as 
13oll.ected by .Albnnus, an architect. and sanctioned by the 
emperor Carausi us. 

CHARTER oF YoRK, A: D. 926.1 

The original of this charter, presetTed during many 
centuries in the archives of the grand lodge at York, was 
probably destroyed during the \Vars of the l{oses, of which 
York was the theater. Its con tents have con1e to us 
through the constitution of Edward III, wl~ich is sin1ply a 
copy of it, with some additional articles concerning the 
rights and privileges of the gt•atH.l nlastet~s, and their duties 
in connection wi t.h the go-renunent of the counta-y. Au
thentic copies of this charter were to be found in the 
beginning of the 18th centtu·y, in the lodges of London and 
York, and one of them served the grand 1naster, George 
Paine, as the basis of that collection \Yhich -he had been 
charged to present to the new grand lodge, and wb ich 
collection, as subsequently arranged and compiled by Dr. 
Anderson, ·was printed in 1723. In 1720, it is believed, 
men1bers of the lodge of St. Paul, alarn1ed at the pnblieity 
that promised to be n1ade of papers '"hich they believed 
very private, burnt n1any documents, and, atnong the num.
ber, such copies of the charter of Eu wanl III as they conld 
discover. 

CHARTER OF EDWARD III, A. D. 1350 . 
• 

Fundamental laws of the charter of York revised,. \Vith 
some slight changes, and the addition of son1e articles con
cerning the rights of grand masters, an<l the en1olun1ents 
appertaining to their oflice. 

1 See preceding article. 
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CHARTER OF ScoTLAND, A. D. 1439. 

'fhis docun1ent, which is eather a <liplotna than a charter 
proper, recounts the privileges and the duties 'vhich attach 
to the position of grand nutster, t!1at J an1es II conceded, 
in 1430, to \Villian1 Sinclai1·, baron of l{oslin, and to his 
heirs-a position that the louges of Scotland, through the 
representatives. 'vhose signatut·es it bears, recognize, uudet· 
the tenns of this iustrurnent, to attach to the said Sinelaia· 
and his descendants. This docun1cnt, as contained in ·a 
manuscript of the year 1700, may be seen in the Advocates' 
Libt·ary at Edinburgh . 

• 
THE 9HARTERS OF STRASBURG, OF 1459 AND 1563. 

These are entitled "Statutes and Rules of the Fraternity 
of Stone Cutters, founded upon those of the year 1275, 
revised, and their publication ordered by the ~Iasouic 

Congt·ess of' R.n.tisbqnne in 1464, and by that of Basle in 
1563." The charter of York for·med the basis of these 
<.barters. 11any loc.lges in Germany are in possession of 
(,opies of the 1464 edition. 

CHARTER oF CoLOGNE, A. D. 1535. 

La,vs and Doctriues of Philosophic Freemasonry, or a 
profession of th.eir pt·inciples, rendered by a nu1nber of ~fa
sons assentbled at Cologne in the year 1535. 'fhe Geand 
Lodge of Holland, at the Hague, is in possession of tLe 
original of this charter. It is upon }larchrnent, written in 
Masonic characters rendered into the Latin of the rniddle 
ages. The authenticity of this docuinent is disputed. Ex 
perts in the exan1ination of ancient documents are divided, 
son1e believing it an original, and others a spurious pro
duction, \vt·itteu at a much later date than that 'vhich it 
beat·s. [See pp. 51 and 127 for further details as to this 
charter.] 
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CHARTER oF ScoTLAND, A. D. 1630. 
This charter contains nothing beyond the confirmation 

of the privileges, etc., enumerate<l in that of 1439, granted 
to \Villiam Sinclair, baron of Roslin, by the lodges of Scot
land. This confirmation ·was rend~red necessary in C<!nse
quence of the document of 1439 having been destroyed by . 
fire in the conflagration of Roslin Castle, and the privileges 
accede<l thereby having been subsequently denied to the 
heirs of" St. Clair of Roslin." The original of this chatter 
or diploma is to be founcl.in the Law I~ibrary at Edinburgh, 
\Vith the copy of that 'vhich 'vas burned. 

CHARTER OF LONDON, A. D. 1717. 
This charter, the basis of modern Freen1asonry, is con

~a1necl, as revised by George Paine, in 1717, ft·onl the charter · 
of Ed ward ITI, in the 'vork first publi~hed by order of the 
Grand Lodge of England in l 723, and which i~r generally 
kno,:vn as Anderson's '' Constitutions," etc. 

'· 

J 
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• 

EPIT0~1:E 

OF TilE 

WORSHIPS AND THE MYSTERIES1 OF THE ANCIENT 
EASTERN \VORLD. 

"The wise man brings all to the tribund of reason--even reason 
i tself."-Kant. , 

INTRODUCTION. 

FRoM amidst the thick darkness ·which covers their 
natnre, \Ye propose to deduce the origin and the history 
of the opinions which have been taught us by the instruct
ot·s of the peoples, and which, i1nposed by the fot·ce of 
authority-inculcated by education nnd example-have been 
pet·petuated frorn age to age, and their en1pire established 
by habit and inattention. But \vhen Iilan, enlightened by 
t·efiection an<l experience, turns to a close exan1ination of 
these prejudices of his infancy, he immediat~ly finds. a 
crowd of disparities and contradictions 'vhich challenge 
his sagacity and provoke his reason. ' 

Renlat·kiug the diversity and opposition of the beliefs 
which distinguish different peoples, he naturally. doubts 
that infallibility each of them arrogate to thernselves; 
an<.l, falling back upon his O\Vn sense and reason, which 
must have emanated in1mediately from G·od, he conl.!eives 
that the result of such a con1bination, 'vhen brought to 
beat .. upon this, as upon all other subjects, can not be a 
law less holy or a guide less certain than· the mediatorial 
codes and contradictions of priests and prophets. For, 

1 See Nota, 1 to 38, illustrative of thi~ text, commencing at page 38-1. 



360 GENERAL lliSTORY OF FREEMASONRY. 

when he exan1ines the fabric of these codes, he perceives 
that these law·s, pretended to be divine-that is to say, irn
n1ntable and eternal-are but begotten by circumstances 
of time, of place, and of person ; and that they are de
rived fron1 each other in a special order of genealogy, 
sine~ that there is imprinted upon their derivation a re
sen1blance of ideas n1odified by the taste of each people 
to n1ore fully satisfy its own intelligence. 

If 've n1onnt to the source of these ideas, '\Ye find they 
are lost in the night of time, in the very infancy of the · 
hun1an race, and that to reach them we must approach 
almost the origin of the world itself; and there, in the 
obscurity of chaos and the fabulous empire of tradition, 
they are presented to us, accompanied by a condition of 
things so superhn1nau that they interdict all approach to 
judgment or reason. But even this very superhun1an 
condition resuscitates a train of reasoning which resolves 
the difficulty; for, if the prodigious existences which are 
presented to us in the theological systen1s of . the world 
have really existed- -if, fot· exan1ple, the metatno1·phoses, 
the apparitions, the couvcrsations held by one or by sev
eral gods with tnan, traced in the sacred books of the 
IIindoos, the Pert3ians, and the IIehrews, are historical . .. 
events-it necessarily follows that the nature of these gods 
of the two for1ner, or the one god of the latter, at that 
tin1e diifereu entirely fron1 that which no\v exists; that 
the n1e~ of our day have nothing in con11non with those 
of that period; and that such 1uen as then existed exist 
no longer, nor have they existed for age& of tim.e. If, on 
the contrary, thest:: prodigious occurrences ~nd existences 
have not really had place in physical or<ler, we will nat
urally believe that they existed ouly in and wc1·e the cred
tions of the imagination of those who penned tben1; and 
our own natures, cnpable as they at·e to-day of executing 
fantastic con1positions, in1n1ediately recognize a reasou for 
such n1onstt·osities to appear in a history of the wot·ld. 
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No longer, then, does the stndent agitate 11i1nself with 
eitorts to ex plain the "·hy and the "·het·efore of the sub
jectH of these pictures, or in analyzing tlte ideas they 
con1Liue and associate; but, putting together all the cir
cnrns tances tlwt they allege, he thinks he onght to dis
coYer n. solution conformable to the laws of unture. Yet 
he docs not arrive at such a solution. lie perceives that 
these recitals of a fabulous character have a figurative 
seHse othet· than the sense appm·eut; that these pretended 
marvels are physical facts, situple as the eletneuts of na
ture, but ·which, ill concei\·eu anu bauly painted, have 
been denaturalized by accidental cnnses independent of 
the hnn1an spirit: by the confusion of the signs 'vhich 
'vere etnployed to represent the objects, by the equivo
cality of the "·onls which described thetn, the degeum·acy 
of language, and the i1nperfection of writing. lie finds 
that these gods, for exatnple, who pla-y such singular 
parts in all the theological systcrns of the eastern world, 
are no other than the physical pow·ers an<l play of the 
E!len1en ts of nature, 'v h ich, hy the necessary rnechanism 
of la ngnag~, ha Ye been pct·sonified ; that the it· 1 i ves, their 
manners, and their actions are nothing but the play of 
theit• opet·ations, anu that all theie prctende<.l , history is 
nothiug l)ut the description of their phenomena, traced 
.by such of theit· first observet·s as were contpetent to do 
so, and these descriptions taken in a literal sense by the 
ignut·ant and vulgar who unders.tood not the spiritual or 
real sense, and "·hich sense, in consequence, was Ly sub
sequent generations forgotten anu lost; in fine, he 'vill 
obsen·e that all the theological dogmas ahont the origin 
of the w·orld, the Hature of Gou, the reYclution of his 
laws, the appat·ition of his person, are uothiug but the 
recitals of astronomical facts-nothing but figurative nar
ratives of the n1o\·en1ents of the SL)lar systen1. It is by 
such a conrse of t·easoning that one Lecon1es conviuced 
that the idea of the Diviuity, which eveu at present is 
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with us so obscure, was not, in its pritnitive state, but 
that of the physical po,vers of the universe, considered 
sometimes as multiples, by reason of their agents and 
their phenon1ena, and sometimes as a single being, by the 
con1plete _connection of all their parts; in short, that the 
being called God has been son1etimes the suu, son1etitnes 
the stars, the planets and their influences; son1etin1es the 
matter· of the visible \Vorld-tl1e universe as a \vhole; 
sometirnes the abstract and n1ctaphysical qualities of the 
universe, such as time, space, movmnent, and intelligence; 
and alw·ays \Vith this result, that the idea of the Divinity 
has not been a miraculous revelation of invisible being8, 
but a natural production of the reasoning faculty, an 
operation of the human spirit, in w·hich it has followed 
the progress and been in.fluenced by the revolutions 'vhich 
have taken place in our knowledge of the physical world 
and of its agents. 

Thus, then, the ideas of God and religion-ideas which 
absorb all others-have their origin in physical olijects, 
and have been, in the mind of Inan, the product of his 
sensationR, his cat·es, the circumstances of his life, and the 
progressive state of his knowledge. 

No,v, as the ideas of a Divinity had for their earliest 
models physical beings, it resulted that the Divinity 'Yas 
at first varied and n1ultiplinary, as 'vere the forn1s under . 
which he appeared to act. Each being 'vas a po,ver, a . 
genius; and in the eyes of the first n1en the universe was 
filled \vith innumerable gods. Then, as the affections of 
the hun1an heart and its passions became enlisted~ there 
was superinduced an order of division of these gods, based 
upon pleasure and pain, love and lHtte: the naturnl pow
ers, the gods, or geni, were separated into benefactors and 
malefactors-workers of goou and workers of evil; and 
hence the uniformity 'vith 'vhich these opposite charac
ters appear in all systems of religion. 
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S.A..DEISlf, OR SUN 'VORSHIP, AND ITS LEGENDS. 

And first, among these systems may be found Sabdsm, 
or the worship of the Sun. 

Fron1 what has been already stated, it necessarily re
sulted that the theologies 2 of all the peoples, after those 
of the Hindoos and the Persians, down to those of the 
Egyptians and the Greeks, as we find them in their sacred 
books3-their cosmogonies•-were nothing hut a system 
of physics-a tabular arrangement of the operations of 
uatut·e, enveloped in mysterious allegories and enign1atic 
symbols.5 Thus 'Ye find the worship of the Sun to be 
the prin1ordial basis of all the ·wor8hips and myster1es of 
antiquity. The Sun is, in fact, to every living thing upon 
the earth, the n1ost attractive m1d interesting of all the 
heaYenly bodies. He constantly directs our attention · and 
attracts our adn1iration to the magnificence of the solar 
systen1. As the innate fire of the body, the fire of nature, 
autho; of light, heat, and ignition, he is the efficient 
cause of all geueration; for without him there can be no 
moven1ent, no existence, no forn1ation. lie is iminense, 
indivisible, in1perishable, and c;er-existing. It is this 
\Vant of light-it is his creative energy which has been 
felt by all tnankind, who see nothing n1ore frigbtfnl than ... 
his continued abseuce. Thus he becon1es their <livinity. 
His presence is the happy influence that r~vives every 
thing, ~nd thus has he beco'n1e the basis of all worship, 
whethe1· ancient or modern-then db·ect.ly, no'v indi- ' 
rectly-under syn1bolic fonns; and the Brahma of the 
liindoos, the nlithra of the Persians, the Osi l'iS of the 
Egyptiaus, the Adonai of the Phenicians, the Adonis and 
Apollo of the Greeks arc but representatives of the Sun, 
the principles of beauty, generation, and perfection-the 
images of that principle of reproduction '"hich perpetu
ates and rejuvennteR the w·or]d. The Sun is likewise the 
physical representative of that Supreme Being that the 

I 
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IIindoos natned Bagha-ven, the Persians Zerouane-Akerene, 
the llebrews Jehovah, the Egyptians Am,nwn and Youpiter, 
the Greeks Zeus, the l\fohamn1edans Allah, and the Chris
tians Lord and God. 

The legends upon which repose the \vorships of the 
ancients, like that of Iliran1 among the Freen1usous,c> at·e 
founc.led upon the apparent progress of the Sun, \Yh ich, 
to speak figuratively, having ceased to ascend when he 
attains his highest point in the southern horizon, begin3 
to <lesceud, and finally i.s vanquh;hed and put to Jeath by 
darkness, \Vhich is represented iu the san1e language as 
the spit·it of evil; but, returning toward our hemisphere, 
he appears as the revived conquet·or. This death and this 
resurrection thus prefigure the succession of day and 
night--of that death "'hich js a necessity of life-of that 
life which is the child of death- in fuct, of the con1bat of 
those two principles, directly the antagonists of each 
othet·, and which may be discovered ev·ery-\vhere-in 'ry
phon, in opposition to Osi t·is, of the Egyptians; in· Juno, 
in opposition to Ilercules, among the Greeks; in the 
Titans ngainst Jupiter,\ in Ohron1aze against Ahein1ane, 
an1ong the Persians; and in Satan, an1ong the Chris· 
tians, against God 7-do we percei\Te the types of evil as 
opposeu to good exhiLited an1oug the peoples of every 
clirr1e and worship, whether they be more or less advanced 
in the scale of civilization .. 

THE :11fYSTERIES OF INDIA. 

Bhuddist Priests, Brahmins, or Gymnosopldsts. 

I t is in I ndia, the cradle of the human race, that the 
history of the world began; to thn.t vast and fruitful 
conntry are we indebted fot· the first fan1ilies of u1an; for 
no other pot-tion of the \vorlu o.ffet·ed to him a dwelEng-
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place so rich and so delicious. In these regions, the most 
eleva ted of the globe, n1ay be found vegetation the most 
lnxul'innt, aud the products of the soil the n1ost useful 
and ,.a ried. All science, then, as "·ell as all his tory, indi~ 
cate the fact that it "·as in the highest lands of Iuuin man 
first appeared upon our earth. 

Tbe Ilin<loos ado1·cd in Bhagavan, the eternal being 
who, in his own person, fills all \Yorlds, con1prises all the 
fonns and all the pt~inciples of living creatures, and 'vho 
acted through Brahnut; Vishnu, and Shiva. the trip1e nlau
ifestation of hin1self. ~Ienou, a llindoo legislator, is the 
founder of the doctrine of the three principles or gods; 
the first of whom, named llrahma, being the c1·eator (the 
sun of spring-time); the second, nan1ed ShiYa, being the 
destroyer (sun of winter); and the thir<l, nan1ed Vishnu, 
being the preserver (the sun of antnn1n, middle, or ripen
ing sun); all three po"·et·s being distinct, but forn1ing the 
repre3eutatiYes of au only god or power. · 

The doctrines of the irnn1ortality of the soul, of future 
rew·ards and punishnlents, and transf!!igration of souls 
after deatlt, cornposed the secret teachings of the priests; 
and it \Yas from then1 that the neighboring peo1Jlcs bor
rowed these doctrines aud the idea of nn only all-powerful 
and eternal God. Afte1· ~lenou, the n1ost anicent re
fornler of the religion of the Hin<loos (sun '\Vorship) whose 
nan1e has been transn1itted to us, cau1e Bhudda-Shauca
sam, who announced hin1self as the mediator and eX})iator 
of the cr~mes of nHnl (3600 13. C.), to '"hom succeeded, 
about 1000 years apart, three others of the like name, 
and of whon1 llhu<.lda.-Gnatan1a \Yas the most celebrated 
(557 B. C.) These four n1oral refonners differently n1odi
fied the principles of ~fenou, aud deduced therefrom 
son1e n\ystic doctrines. ~len of rare genius, \Vithont 
doubt, these four reforn1ers were regarded by the Ilindoos 
as incarnations ff the Snpreme intelligence, and, in this 
quality, divine. Following this example, the other nations 

I 
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elevated their great citizens and reformers to tLe rank 
of gods. 

In India, as subsequently in Persia, Ethiopia, ancl Egypt, 
the pt·iests 'vere the sole depositaries of scripture knowl
edge, and exercised power ·without bounds; for every 
thing Y\·as founded upon religion. The great n1onun1euts 
of It1dia8 are iinmeasut·ably ancient. The immense grot
toes, l>elieved to be the n1ost ancient Hindoo temples, the 
caverns of Elephanta, of Elot·a, of Salcette a.ncl of Carli, 
the ten1ple of Kailaca-a most prodigious n1onurnent, cut 
in the bosom of a rock n1ountain, un open and roofless 
pantheon of Indinn divinities- presuppose in the people 
who l1ave pro<lnced then1 a knowledge of art and a degree 
of civilization far in ad vance of that of the Egyptians, as 
evinced in U~eir \\·orks, and exhibit the n1agnificence of a 
highly enlightened people. All that rnind could invent 
and heart appreciate of the grand and. the beautiful, the 
noble ~-tnd the elevated in conception, the elegant in design, 
and the perfect in execution, are found unitecl in these 
groups of sanctual'ies. These \Vorks recall far distant 
periods, going back to the night of time, and since \\Thich 
im1nense iutellectual developn1ent has \Vrougl1t a gradual 
change in the history of the IIindoo people. The bas-reliefs 
the figures, and the thousands of columns \vhich orn:-unent 

'-' 

those Ilindoo tetnples, scooped out and graven in the solid 
rock, indicate at least three thousand years of consecutive 
labot·, and their present appearance indicates the lapse of 
a like utnnber of years since they \vere finished . . 

The doctrine of Bhudda,9 or Brahrna, passed into Asia 
Minor and becan1e the basis of the Persian \\'orship, and 
subsequently that of the Ethiopian. Bhuddisn1 penetrated 
1nto China; iu that country Bhudua " ras called Fot (Bood), 
and his priests bonzes. Ilis \Yorship spread over all Thibet, 
where it was known as Lmnaism, ft'on1 the title of Dalai
Lam,a, given to the supren1e pontiff of the \Vot·ship, who 
resided nt Lahsa. The higher classes of the Chinese have 
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genera1ly adopted tl1e doctrine of Confucius (Kong-Tseu), 
the reformer of the degenerate Bh udtlism, or Lan1aism, 
which, in our day, fills a part of China an<l Japan with 
the most ridiculous and revolting superstitions. 

~IYSTERIES OF THE PERSIANS. 

· Worsh1p of Fh·e; wors~ip of the JIIagi; worship of JJlithra; 
worship of Zoroaster. (Assyria, Babylon, and 

Ghaldea.) 

·The ancient Persians adored n. being unrevealed, and 
who, self-consun1ing, self-nbsorbing, lost his individuality 
under the name of Zerouane-akerene. The " 'orship of 
fire, among the Persians, preceded the wot·ship of the 
sun. IIon1, their fit·st prophet., was its founder. After 
him can1e Djemschid, who brought them the "~orship 

· of the llindoos, founded upon the three principles or 
gods pel'sonified by Brahma, Vishnu, and Shiva, nulni
fested by the principles of generation, pt·eserYatiou, and 
destruction. But the ast1·ological doctrine of the magi 
was developed by time, and after they had acquired a gen
eral knowledge of the use of the globes, they obseeved 
vegetable and auitnal nature from a single point of view. 
Aftennird, perceiving that this nature \vas susceptible of 
division, con1pose<.l, as it 'vns, of a principle of life which 
\Vas the presence of the snn, causing heat and light, nnd a 
principle of death, caused by his abseuce, and consequent 
cold antl darkness, they divided it. Then the priests, aban
doning the system of the IIindoos, and adn·1iring nothing 
but the principles of good and bad, ot· .the str·uggle between 
light and darkness, life and <leath, supplied with their im
agination a personification of each of these principles. 
The good principle received the name of Ohroruaze and 
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the bad that of Ahrirnane. The priests of this worship, 
called rnagi,10 ·\Yet·e celebrated for their n1athen1atical and. 
astrological knowledge, which they had irubibeu fron1 their 
neighbors the Ilindoos; all the occult sciences " Terc prac
ticed by them, and. by tlae exercise of which they attaineu 
the nan1e of being possessed. of supernatural po,ver, and, 
indeed, an1ong the people and. their kings, they were all
powerfuL The n1ost ancient and the n1ost celebrated of 
their ten1ples 'Yas that consecrated. to Belus, god of llght, 
at Babylon~ This temple, called the Tower of Bnbel,H was 
erected. by thetn, with a gt·eat nun1her of otllet· rnonun1ents, 
at Persepolis, at Ecbatane, an<l at Babylon,12 and to-<lay is 
buried nnuer a vigorous vegetation; bnt their niansoleums, 
cut into the everlasting rock, yet exist, to ren1ind present 
generations of their science, their n1orals, aud respect for 
their deau. 

A reforn1er, natned ~fithra (2250 B. C.), born in l\fid1a, 
overthre'v an1ong the ~fedes the systetn of the n1agi, and 
founded a worship rnore austere. Deified, :\1ithi·a was re
garded by the Medes as the personification of Ohrotuaze 
and Ahri1nanc, the divine clua1ity of the Persians, and 
couseqnently became himself the object of a special ''Tor
ship. The mysteries of this worship were celebrated. in 
subterranean ten1ples, a~:; antong the ancient Ilindoos, and 
were culled ''Retreats of ~fitht·a.'' 13 1'he aspirants for the 
prh·ilegcs of these mysteries snun1ittcu to proofs so terrible 
that 1nany became insensible. In the initiation there 'Yere 
seven d:stinct degt·ees. 1fitltra, regarued as tl1e Rnn-go<l, 
is represented in Pet·siun art unucr the forn1 of n young 
man 'vith a Phrygian bonnet, armed with a swor<l, which 
he is in the act of plunging into the throat of a bullY 

Another religions legislatot·, nan1e<l Zoeoaster, (1220 to 
1200 B. 0.) who can1e after ~1ithra, renewed his woeship. 
Zoroastcru lw.ving foun<l it necessary to quit his conntry, 
then su bj ugate<l, reti ee<l w1 th son1e <lisci plcs in to a cavern 
of the neighboring n1ouutains in Persia, which he there-
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upon consecrated to ~Iitbt·a (the sun), creator of all tllings. 
This rct1·eat he partitioned into gcon1etrical divisio11s, wl1ich 
rcpres(~ntcd the clin1ates, the clen1ents, the plants, and, in 
fact, in1itated the universe. 'rhere he studied, with his 
discipleB, the moven1cnts of the l1eavenly bodies and the 
mcr.hanism of the "rorld. His theology 'vas that of the 
IJiudoos-the study of nature and its ot·iginal contriver 
in the movtn1ents of the celestial and terr~strial bodies. 

Zoroaster, after having passed twenty years in this ·1·c
treat, t·etut·neu to IJis countt·y, and began to promulgate his 
doctt·ine at Bactria, the capital of the kingdom of the Bac
trians. The1·e he becan1c their pt·ophet, and the grand 
master of the pt·iest nwgicians, who were then more power
ful than ever. He reassen1bled the remains of the ancient 
laws of the magi, which dated back to the· highest anti
quity, and forn1ed with his O\VU theology a new body of 
doct:·ines! contained in tl1e Zendnvesta,I6 of which he is the
author, nnd 'vhich bccarnc the religious code of the 1-Icdes 
and the Bactrians, and, subsequently, that of the Pm·sians, · 
Chaldeans, and Pnrthians. 

The gt·ent institutions of the primiti,·e races-tl1osc 
leat·ueu coqJorations in ,\·hich they took so 1nuch pl'ide
bn.Ye disappea1·ecl; and \Ve a1·e pained to recognize, in the 
unhappy Parsecs of to-<lay, disgraced and persecuted, the 
scattered retnains of an ancient enlightened people, and 
the lust inheritors of rnuch that w·as glorious. N everthe
less, by the practice of some simple syn1bolic cet·emonies, 
to \\·ltich the Parsees themselves nrc no less attached than 
their opponents arc zealous to proscribe, 've nrc assured 
that they are the successors of the ancient niithraiques. 
Theit· n1cetings-imitations of those of the retreat of 
~Iithra-ha\e caused them to be accused, according to 
Inouern custom, of the 1nost nteocious crimes, and to re
ceive the epithet of Guebers-a term that, from all titne, 
designates that moral tnt·pitude attributed by the igno
rant to the n1en1uers of all secret societies. 

24 ' 
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1t1YSTERIES OF ISIS AND OSIRIS. 

Et!ticpia and Egypt. 

The w·orship of the ancient Ethiopians and Egyptians 
~s a sort of pantheism, in which all the forces of natu l'e are 
personified and deified. Superior to all the gods~ ho\vever, 
is placed a God eternal and infinite, "'ho is the sou1·ce of 
all things. 

The most ancient trinity of tl1e Ethiopians and the people 
of that part of Abyssinia adjoining Arabia, the blest, and 
of Challlea, "·as Cneph-A'mmon (Y oup1ter), gou cteatot·, of 
which the emhlen1 was a ran1; Ptlut (Bt·a1na-'l'heo~), god 
of matter, pr·in1Hive eat·th, the en1blern of which was an 
egg or sphet·e ·; Neith, god of thonght, the en1blern of 
which was light, which gerrninates all things. 'rhus \Vas 
con1prised a tt·iple manifestation of an only God (Iehov), 
considet·ed under tl1ree connections, the creative power, 
goodness, and wisJon1-mcrcly the _ Ilindoo trinity, "·ith 
other names. 

The number of super-celestial gods angn1ent by follow· 
ing those of Fta, the god of tit·e and of I ife, representing 
the generative principle; of Pan-.J.~[endes, the 1nale prin
ciple, and Athor, the fctnale principle, which are the aux
iliaries of Fta, generator; of Frea or Osir·is, the sun; of 
Pijoh or Isis, the n1oon. But, besides these wltich \Ve 
·have mentioned, they hau t\\·eh·e other celestial and three 
terrestrial gods. Of these the celestial gods 'Ycre culled 
respecti,,.ely Zeons, Ren1pha, At·tes, Surot~ I)i-IIennes, 
Imuthes, cort·esponding to the n1ythological Jupite1·, Sat
urn, ~1ars, Venus, ~fercu ry, and one other known l>nt to 
the Ethiopians, Yiz.: Starry }leavens. These were all male 
gods; and after then1 came six fenHlles, viz.: Rhea, o•· the 
Eartb, the ~1oon, Ether, ~""'ire, Air, and \Vnter. '1'hen 1 in 
the third rank, \Vere placed the terrestrial gods, viz.: Osiris, 
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genius of goou, "~hose brother, Typhon, \Yas genius of e~il; 
Isis, the wife of Osiris,. and IIorus, their son, and genius 
of IaLor. 'I'his trinity subsequently became the principal 
object of the Egyptian worship. Isis, ns the generative 
di viu ity, was sistet· and wife of Osi.-is, th~ sun-god, and 
fig!.IJ~nd as the earth, w·hich latter, in fact, is sim/(Y 
1 euuere<l producti 're by the uction of the former; a nil 
hence that wo1·ship which, at a later <lay, n1ergecl, in the 
eyes of c.1the1· nations, into bestiality, though Leld very 
sacreu amoug the Egyptians. 

The gynu1osophist priests w·ho can1e f1·om the bnnks of 
the Euphrates in Ethiopia brought with them their science 
auq tloct1·ines, and cultivated the knowledge ofthen1 amoug 
this people. They fot·n1etl colleges known as the colleges 
of the priests, the p1·incipal one of which was at ."3feroe, the 

' capital of Ethio_lJia, and the n1ysteries of their wot·sliip were 
celebrated in the ten1ple of An1n1on 1;- (Yon-piter), renowned 
for its oJ~ac18. Ethiopia, then a powerful State;~ and w1aieh 
had preceded Egypt in civilization,19 hnu u theocratic gov· 
ernn1ent. The priest \Vas n1ore powerful than the king, 
and could put hint to death iu the nan1e of the diYiuity. 
The n1agnificence of the ruins of Axon1, with its obelisks, 
hierogiJphics, temples, ton1bs, and pJran1itl::; wl1ich sut·
round ancient ~{et·oe, \Vith a hundred other pyran1ids iu 
Ethiopia, are evidently of a period prioe to tl~at of the 
eight PJTnmids of Ghizze,20 nenr ancient ~[emphis, and 
which date fron1 the sixth to the twelfth centut·ies lJefot·e 
Christ. It then becon1es certain tlutt tlJe Thehan pt·ie3ts 
went forth feom the colleges of Ethiopia. llenues/1 priest 
king, the deified nnthot· of tue castes, and \vho, bound Ly 
the legemls of Isis and 03iris, taught to the Egyptian prie$tS 
the occult sciences. 'l'he prie:Sts conunitted. to the ouly 
books which at this early titne \\"ere to be found atnoug 
them the scienecs called to-day he1·n1etic, and to t-lwtn 
adueu their own <.liscove1·ies and tht! relations which wel'e 
made to them by theil· sybils.22 They occupied themselves I 
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particularly "·ith the n1ore abstrnct scienees, by which they 
disco,·cre<l those fa n1ous geon1et1·ic theorems which Pyt ha
goras subsequently obtained a know1etlg-e of fron1 thmn, 
and by ·wllich they calculated the eclipses three hun-

·dretl J·ears before Uresat·, awl regulnte<l tllt year tl1at we 
call Julian. Sometin1es they woul<l <lescenu to engage in 
some practicu 1 researches upon the cat·es of life, and 1·end 
to their associates the ft·uits of thcit· ill\·estigations; and 
so1netin1es they w·onlJ, in the cultivation of the fine arts, 
inspil'e the enthusiastn of the people who constt·ncte<l the 
avenues of Thebes,23 anu the Labyrinth, the aclmi:·ablc 
tentples of ILtrnuk, of DenJorah, of EJton, and of Philae; 
those people who sat up so nulny tnonolythic obelisks, who 
hollowe<l, under the nan1e of lake 11oeris, an ocean, to 
guarantee fertility to the countt·y; 'vho constructed subtet·
rallean cities,24 the wonJers of which equaleu those of any 
snulit city; who, p1·oJignl of their labol', nn<l caring for 
the t•esi<lence of the Jea<l as rnuch as fo1· thnt of the living, 
hid UJH.lm· gt'OUIHl the colot'd of the n1ost beautiful paintings 
in the ton1bs of theit· ancestol's; to this people, finally, 
whose n1onun1ents delight in collossal p1·oportions only be
cause the iJeas \vhich inspit·eJ then1 \VOJ'e gntuJ. 

The wis<lon1 of the iuitiates, the high degree of n1orallt.y 
and science 'vhich they tanght excited the emulation of 
the l110St eminent IUeu, it'l'especti \~e of rank 01' fot·tune, anu 
inJueed thmn, not\vithstanJing the terrible proofs to 'vhich 
they had to subn1it, to seek a<lruission into the rnysterics of 
Isis an<l 08iris. 

The worship anu the 1nysteries of the Egyptians at first 
passing tlu·ough ~loses nn1ong the Ilebrcws, where the 
prin1itive goJ of the Etltiopians, y·oupitcr or J upite1·, t·e
·ceived the name of ~ou orJeltova,25 nnd Typhon, the genius 
of evil, was callc<l Satan, antl represented UJH.lc1· the f<.n·m 
of a serpent, pa~sed subsequently into Phenicia, where tlwy 
we1·e celel.n·ateu at 'l'y•·e.2b There the nan1c of Osiri::; was 
chaugeJ to AJonai or Dyonisius, ·which also tueaut the sun 
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Then these mystet·ies wea·e successi ,·ely introduced into 
As~yria, llabylonia, Persia, Greece, Sidly, anu Italy. In 
Greece and in Sicily O.sirns took the nan1e of Bacchus, and 
Isis that of Ceres, of Cybele, of }{hen, and of Venus; while 
at Hv!ne she \\·as called the good goddess. 

MYSTERIES OF THE HEBREWS. 

This worship \Yas foun<led by ~foses, n. son of the tribe 
of Levi, educated in Egypt and initiated at Ileliopolis into 
the myste1·ies of Isis and O::;iris, of which he became a 
priest. Informed of his origin, he forsook the court of 
Pharaoh at the age of fot·ty years~ and, it is said, pas~ed 
tl1e su bseq uen t fot'ty years of l1 is life in exile, after which 
he abode with the Ilcbrews. Driven from Egypt,27 nuder 
the reign of An10nopl1is, because they \Vere infected with 
the 1epeosy, this people elected J\foses as their chief. lie 
bec:.tn\e theie legisla.tot· and adnpte<l to the ideas of his peo
ple the science and philosoplay \rhich he had obtained in 
the Egyptian tnysteries; proots of this are to be foun<l in 
the symuols, in the initiation, and in his pt·ecepts and cotn
man<hnents. ~loses passes for the author of the fi1·st ti \·e 
books of the Old rrestan1ent of our Bible, or the Pcnta
tench.28 'I' he ""OIH.let·s \Vh ich ~loses narrates as ]ul.\·i ng 
taken place upon the mountain of Sinai, upon the occasion 
of his eeception of the tnbles of the la.w·, at·e, in part, a Jis
gnised account of the initiation of the Ilebt·~ws. ~loses 

formell with his priests a sepat·ate caste or class, 'vho \Vet·e 
alone possessed of scientific knowledge, and who stole 
the knowledge of tlJeit· snc1·ed books fr.o1u the "gentiles;'' 
who fot·bade their <?"'n people to enter their dwellings, 
and punished 'vith death the Levites who, being 'placed in 
charge of the sanctuary, neglected that charge u igh t. ot· day, 
as a1so the tin1orous person, unknown to theie order, who 

I 
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should dare to approach the entrance to the tabernacle. 
~foses \vished to separate the 1-Iebre,lr nation f1·on1 every 
other, ~nul to forn1 of it an empire is01ate<l and distinct; 
and, for this purpose, he conceive<l the design of fixing its 
foundation upon the religious prejudices of his people, and 
erecting around then1 a sacred ran1part of opinions and 
rites. But in vain did he prescribe the \Yorship of syn1bolR; 
the dognut of an only God,30 'vhich he taught, 'vas equa.1ly 
the Egyptian god, the invention of the priests of whon1 he 
had been a disciple. In the construction of the tnhernade, 
Hkewise, 11oses observed the 1nanner of the Egyptian 
priests, and its proportions and tneasnrements were an inli
tation of their syste1n of the 'vorl<.l. This tabernacle was 
divided into three parts: the holy of holies, the sanctuary, 
or court of the p1·iests, and the court of the people. \Vi thin 
the holy of holies none but the high priest 'vas admitted, 
and he but once a year; within the sanctuary, or court of 
the priests, none hut the Levites and the pt·iests; and the 
people 'vet·e confined to the outer court of the people. 
Moses, 'vho had, not 01J1y in the construction of the taber
nacle, but in many other matters, in1itate<l.the syn1bolisn1 
of the Egyptian priests, sought., however, to efrace from 
his religion all that recalled the 'vorship of t.be stars/1 but 
in vni n; for a crowd of its characteristics remained. Tho 
twelve signs of the zodiac 'vere bnt repeated on the ban
ners of the t've]ve tribes, and on the twelve je·wels in the 
urim of the high prie~t; the Pleiades, or seYen stars, in the 
seven lights of the sacred candlesticks; the feast of the 
two equinoxes, openings and closings of the 1\Yo henli
spheres, the ceremony of the lamb or celestial ran1; finally, 
the natne of O.siris, preserved in his canticle~, aud the m·k 
or coff'er, inlitnted fron1 the ton1b within which this goJ 
\Vas ~nclosed, all se1·ved a~ 'vitnesses qf the bi1·th-pluce of 
these ideas and to the it· extraction f1~on1 a.n Egyptian son rce. 
Subsequently we find in the construction of the temple at 
Jerusalen1 but a repetition, ou a granuet· scale, of the san1o 
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pt·vportions an<l measurements "rhich characterize tho tab
enwclc of the. fugitive Israelites in the wilderness. 

All the <loetrines of tlte Ilebrews wore not \Vritten; they 
hn<l ot·al traditions "·hich were know·n to but a few among 
them. These traditions \Verc preserved in the arcanre of 
divet·s sect·et Ileba·ew associations-among the Kasedeens, 
the Therapeutes, and the Essenians.32 It \Vas in this latter 
sect that J esns Chri8t, the foundet· of Christianity,33 was 
educate<l, and "'herein he inlbibcd the sublime uoctrine 
which he revealed to the wot·ld. In the beginning, the 
:nitiation into the n1ysteries of Cht·istianity,34 which \Vas 
cornposcd of three degrees, \Vas sin1ilar to that of the pa
gans, and the connection bebveen the Christian legend and 
all those by which the pl'iests allegorically represented the 
annual revolution of the sun are very stt·ikiug, as they can 
not fail to excite the thought that the disciples of Christ 
had prefiglued his birth, his life, and his death under solar 
appearances. 

Among th~ secret societies \Vho best resisted the uni .. 
<;.. 

versa~ tendency, and transmitted an uninterrupted succes-
sion of the mysteries, after the f~\ll of J et·usalem, should be 
placed, after the Essenians, those called the Cabbalists, who 
have never ceased to exist, and of whom the1·e are to-day 
uume1·ous bt·auches among the J e\vs of the eastern world, 
in Gerrnauy and Poland. 

liYSTERIES OF ELElTSIS . 
• 

The \vorship of Cet·es, the goddess of agl'iculturc, (the 
Isis of the Egyptians,) \Vas established at Eleusis, after its 
initiation in Egypt, toward the fifteenth century before 
Cbt·ist. This wot-ship was founded upon that of Isis anJ 
Osiris and the Egyptian gods, and subsequently bP-carue. 
amoug the Greeks, so fertile in in1agination, the beginning 
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of the errot·s of Polytheism. By the abuse of the figura
th·e language, the ph~non1ena of the heavens and the earth 
bccarne, in this systen1, a record. of hnn1an e\"ents, births, 
nlat·riages, adulteeies, con1bats, flights, and n1urders-in a 
'vord, fables and. myths, in the representation of which 
theit· oL·igiual meaning was lost. 

The initiation into the rnystet·ies of Ceres was divideu 
into greater and lesser n1ysteries; the latter ·were celebt·atecl 
at the tin1e Of the Yernal equinox, anU the formet• at that 
of auhunn. The lesser mysteries \Yere a preparation for 
the gr·cater mystm·ies by the young, of purifications and 
expiations, to be followed by a historic interpt·etation of the 
fables. In submitting to thcn1, the youths were purged. of 
the polytheism of their principal fancies ancl in1n1oralities. 
In the greater mysteries \Vas begun the allegorical explana
tions of the tnost abstt·use mystea·ies. By the initiation 
into these gt·eater tnysteries, polyth~isrn was destroyed at 
its root, and the doctrine of the unity of God and the im
mortality of the soul was taught, togetbee with a reYelation 
of philosophical truths more extended, n1ore profonncl, and 
n1ore mysterious than those of any other known worship. 
In lnpse of time these n1ysteries were altered and corrupted, 
like all the others. 

JtfYSTERIES OF SAMOTIIRACIA. 

The 'vorship and the mysteries of the Ca.hires (Egyptian 
gods), established in the islai1u. of Sanlotht·acin, by Or
pheus (1330 13. C.), 'vere ot·iginally fron1 Egyi)t, having 
passed through Phenicia and there taken other names. 
The four principal goc.ls of this worship were calleu, in 
San1othracia, Axiet·os, .. A .. xiokersa, Axiokersos, and Cad
millns. The initiation \Yas based upon a solar legend, like 
that of Osiris and Typhon, Adonis and Venus. Subse-
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qucntly the nnmcs of the Cauircs 'Yas ngnin cnangcu to 
that of Ceres, Proserpine, Pluto, auu ~fercut·y (llcrn1cs). 

MYSTERIES OF TIIE P IIRYGIANS AND PIIENICIANS 

The ntysterions wot·shi p of the l'hryginns in honor of 
Cybele (the goddess of natnt·e or rept·oduction), aHu of 
her son Atys, had two ten1ples, the one upon · l\Iount Ida, 
and the other in the city of Pessinuntus. Atys "·as a 
deified pt·iest, 'vho taught the Phrygians the 1nysteries 
of nature. lie represents the sun, anu in tlte lcgenu 
which forn1s the basis of the initiation, he is subjected to 
the san1e fl>rtuue as Osi •·is antl Au on is-u.l ways the fictitious 
death of the sun and ltis redut-rcction. 

The worship and the ntystet·ies of AdonaY, among the 
Phenicians and the Syrians, is identically the san1e. 
Cyuele there takes the tu1n1e of AuouaY, (of w h i<:h the 
G1·eek \vas Adonis,) always inuicath·e of the goddess 
Natut·e, "·ho, as 'viuow of hitn in whon1 she had het· joy 
anu het· fruitfulness, renews with haste her vows at that 
lllOinent when, conqnet·or of dat·kness, he has again as
surneu the heat anu brilliancy which he had lost. 

The feasts which 'vet·e ccleht·nteu among the Phrygians 
and Phenicians took place at the tin1e of the equinoxes. 
Their lllOSt celebrated tenlples are to ue found at llalbek36 

and at Ta.umor, kuowu to-day as Pa.lruyt·a.31 

MYSTERIES OF TIIE RO)IANS. 

The most ancient god of I~atium-brou.ght from the 
East, however, and not aboriginal 'vith tl~e J .. atius-\vas 
Janus313 or Saturn, who took many natnes and n1auy attri-
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but_es, without ceasing to be recognizable. He presided 
over revolutions in nature, and particularly that pt·incipal 
and tnost remarkable of all revolutious, the year or cit·cle of 
the n1onths. He is son1etin1es regat·ded as time, son1etimes 
as astronomy, and often the sun hirnself, the great regu
lator of the seasons nnd the cycles. Janus, ·with his 
double face, with the keys which also ser,red him as a 
more distinctive n1ark, represented the end aucl the begin
ning of a period: he opened and closed the year, "·hich 
commenced \Vith the equinox of spring-tilne and ended 
w·ith the shortest day in December. The eagle, gi,·en as 
a compnuion to Janus (the St. John of the Ft·eenlasons), 
is the fan1ous cock of the G·uebers. 

The tnyth upon \Vhich reposed the \Vorship of Janus or 
Saturn 'vas very mysterious, and \Vas explained but to the 
highest "initiates. The saturualian feasts were the cele· 
bration of the \vinter solstice. 

The 'vorship of the good goddess, \vhich followed that 
of Janus, \vas brought to Italy by a colony of Phrygians. 
The n1ysteries of Eleusis \Vere imported by Ron1an in
itiatos ft·om Greece. This \Vorship, adopted and propa· 
gated by the great legisiator N uma Pompilius, became 
the basis of the religious ceremonies and the initiation of 

'- ' 

the colleges of builders founued by l1in1. 
The n1ysteries of Mithra and of Isis, which, under the 

reign of the empet·ors, \Vere established at H.o1ne, were 
polluted with corruption ft·om the beginning, and at many 
times their abuse caused thetn to be proscdbed. They 
were a bad rese1nblance of the o1u Egyptit~tu or Persian 
ceremonies frorn which they \Vere bor1·owed, and. like 
then1 only in nan1e. 

Ron1e, which had received from the East gods, legends, 
and religious customs, having become the conqueror of 
that v.ast country, returued to it more than one new 
divinity anu ne.w forms of 'vorship. 
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SYBILS AND OR~CJ.JES 

The Clairvoyants and Ecstatic Somnamuuliats of Our Day. 

The nan1e of sybi Js \Yas given by the Egyptians to 
those priestesses \vho were endowed with the gift of clair
voyance, \vhether acquit·ed natl1t·ally or by means of mag
netistn, and who revealed to the priests a portion of the 
secrets of nature; "'hile the uan1e of oracles was giYen to 
those 'yho, plunged into an ecstatic state, predicted future 
events. 'rhere \Vere generally reckoned ten of the first, 
viz.: the Cumeun, the Lybian, the Chal<lean, the Delphic, 
the Et·ythreau, the Samnian, the Lucanian, the Phrygian, 
the Hellespontine, and the Tiburtine. The most famous 
ot·acles \vere those of Fta at ~fen1phis, of Frea at Ileliop
olis, of Isis ut Bubaste, of 'l'rephonius at Boetia, of An1-
phiarns nt Oropus, of Fortune at Atium, of ~erapis at 
A lexandria, of IIercules at .Athens, of LEscuJupins at 
Epidotus and Rotne, of Pun at Arcadia, of Diana at 
Ephe~ms, of ~finerYa at Mycenus, of Venus at Paphos, of 
)fet·cu t•y at Patrns, of 1·1 ars in Tlu·ace, of Apollo at Del
phos, at Clat·os, and at 11iletus, and o~ l\iinet·va at Sn.os. 
The Jews al~o hau thcia· sybils, of whon1 IIuluah, in the 
tirne of the king Jcsias, \Vas the most celebratetl 
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TllE 

. LEGISLATORS, REFOR~IERS AND FOUNI)ERS 
OF 

'VORSIIIPS AND ~IYSrfERIES 

INDIA. 

Bhudda (celestial man), the · three most ancient reform
ers to 'vhon1 this name is given by the Ilindoos, and whose 
mcn1o1'Y they Yenet·ate, belong to that pei·io<.l w·ben, ac
cording to the hieroglyphic accounts, the stars w·ere per
S9Hitie<l. 'The lliudoos hnd arrived a,t a high degree of 
~Jvilization a long tirrte befoee the advent of 1\fenou, as is 
proven by their monuments; and centuries before his 
coming they cornmunicated their science and their astro
notnical knowleJge to the Pet·$ians and the Egyptians, see
ing· that the cstablislunent of the Ilindoo zoJiac belongs 
to the century that elapsed between 4 700 and 4600 B. C. 
'l'he three first Bhud<las should then be classed at fron1 
5500 to 5000 B. C. 

Menou, Ilindoo legislator, founder of the doctrine of the 
three principles or God, (the sun of spring-tin1e, the sun 
of sumn1er, and the sun of "·inter,) all three distinct and 
yet forn1i ng an only god, which \\re1·e sn bsequently personi
fied by Brahn1a, Vishnu, and Shira (the sun in its three 
forms of action as the source of all triune systen1s). The 
<loctL·ine of ~1enon is contained in the book, the ~1anava
Dharnla-Shastra, of which a secondl\fenou was the author. 
He disappeared between 4000 and 3800 B. C. 

Bhudda-Shaucasa.m, rcforn1er and f<.~under of the doctriuc 
contained in the BhagaYat-Ghita, the n1oEt aucieut. book 
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of the llindoos, \vhich goes back to from 3400 to 3100 
B. C. This reformct· is considcreu as the fit·st incarnation 
of the Su prerne Being, anu at the SUlllC time the meuiutor 
and expiator of the <:rimes of rnen. lie disappeureu be
tween 3GOO and 3500 B. C. 

Bhudcla-Gona.r;om, a refornlet·, who "·as also deifietl as the 
second incarnntion of the SnprenlO Being. lie uisappeared 
about the year 2366 B. C. 

Bh.udda-Gaspa, a rcfot·mer, who was also deified as the 
thinl incm·nation of the Snpren1e Being, and \Vho <llsap
pent·ed about the year 1027 B. U. 

Bhudda-Somana-Guatama, a pt'ofound philosopher, an thor 
of the Guadsout· (IChghioul'), which contained his uuctrines 
and precepts. lie was deified as the fourth incarnation 
of the Supt·eme Being. Dorn in the year 607, he <lieu in 
the year 557 B. C. 

PERSIA. 

Hom, founder of the worship of fire, betw·eeu 3800 and 
4000 B. C. 

Dje1nschid, foun<ler of the \Yorship of the sun, between 
3700 and 3600 n. c. 

The JU(lgi Priests, reforn1ers of the worship of the sun, 
about 3600 B. C. 

lffilhra, reforn1er of the <legcnet·ate w·orship of ~fedia, 
deifi.eu as the representative of the sun, about the year 
2550 B. C. 

Zoroaster, prophet of the rersians, gran<l master of the 
l\fagi priests, and fouudet· of au austere \Vorship, between 
1400 and 1300 B. C. 

ETHIOPIA. 

Osiris, \Yarrior and civilizer, reformer of the ·worship of 
Cueph-Ammon, of Ftn anu N eith, the ntost ancient trinity 
of the A byssiuians, nboYe wll ich was placed nn eternal 
and infinite god (Iehov), \vho i3 the source of ull things. 
Osil'is appe::u·eu about 5000 B. C. 
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PriN~ts of 11Ieroe, founders of the worsh1p of the hYe1~e 
~olcstial gods, the san1e being the powet·s of nature, the 
planets, anti the elements personified. The celestial bull, 
which opened the equinox of spring-tin1e (ft'om between the 
years 4580 anti 2428), \Vas the object of a special worship. 
The temple of nfet•oe \Vas .erected between the years 4700 
and 4600 B. C., and the zodiac of the t.emple of Esueh 
\Yas erected between 4600 anti 4500 B. C. 

EGYPT. 

Priests of E,qypt, reforn1ers of the \Vorship of the hYelve ce
Jestial gods of the sub01·<liuates-You-piter, suprenw god
to the triuity of Osit·is (god of the sun), of Isis (the ntoon), 
and Horus their sou (the earth), which becan1e the pdn
cipal \\·or·ship of the Egyptians. Besides the '""orship of 
the bull (Apl1is), they also celebrated tl1at of the celestial 
ram, \Vhich, in its ttu·n, and by the precession of the equi
noxes, openeu the eqt1inox of spt·ing-tinle, from the years 
2540 to 323 B. C. These priests rule<.l iu Egypt between 
the yeat·s 4200 and 4000 B. C. 

llermes, priest-king, refortner·, author of charts an<l oc
cult sciences, who taught anu introuucetl thenl into the 
mysteries. I.Iis doctrine anti science are contained in the 
books which bear his name. Ile disappeared in tl1e yen.t 
3370 B. C . 

.llioses, a priest of 1Ieliopo1is, chief and legislator of the 
Hebt·ews, founder of their \\·orship, au<l the doctrines of 
'vhich are coutaineu in the first five books of the Olu Tes
tament; born in 1725 B. C. 

GREECE. 

Orpheus, philosopher and legislator, initiated in Egypt, 
founcletl the n1ysteries in the isluuu of Santothracia iu the 
year 1530 B. 0. 

T1·ziJtoleme, son of the king Eleusis, initiated in Egypt, 
founde(l the mysteries of Eleusis in the year 150') B. C. 
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Pythagoras, n, celebrated philo8opher, iu :tiuted into the 
mystet·ics of Egypt and Pet·sia, founded at Crotonn his 
mysterious school in which w·ere united the charactet·i~tics 
of w·orsbip and initiation. His doctrine en1bruced all the 
sciences known in his time. 

I~o:\IE. 

!{u.nta Pompilius, the great legislator and civilizer, in
troduceu into l{onle the n1ysteries of Greece. lie founded 

• 
the colleges of architects and builders (tl_1e cradle of Free-
masonry) in the year 715 B. C. 

CniNA. 

Confucius (Kong-Tseu), a celebrated phiiosopher andre
forrnet· of the ancient «.legenet·ated worship. Ilis philo
sophical religious doetrine is f!Ontained in the Chou-ICing, 
the nlot·al::) of which are an1ong the n1ost beautiful. Born 
in 600, he Jie<l in th~ year 550 B. C. 

Lao-1seu, a l~etonnet·, who preached a mystical <loctrine 
'vhich is to be foun<l in the Tao-te-King (prin1itive reason), 
,,~as considered by the Chinese as an incat·tuttiou of the 
Supreme Being. He Jived in the sixth century 13. C. 

JUDEA. 

Jesus Christ, foun<ler of Christianity, and author of 
evangelical morality, breathing peace and charity, the 
most sin1ple and the n1ost sublime 'vhich has ever been 
taught to n1an. It is to be found contained in the books 
of the New Testan1ent. llis birth gives us a new ern, and 
his death took place A. D. 33. 
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NOTES/ 

1.-Worsldps and ;df:;stertes. 

:Mystery properly signifies that portion of the doctrines of any 
form of religiou for which reason is unable to account~ and which, 
consequently, is dependent upon faith. Thus the life or Cht:ist 
preseuta, as we find it in the Evangelists, many mysteries, as the 
incarnation, the nat.ivity 1 his passion, his resurreetiou; aud, in the 
earlier days of Christianity, baptism, the eucharist, and the other 
sacraments, were all called holy myste&·ies. Iu the mysteries of 
Egypt aud that or some other nations, the exterior worship, the 
processions, etc., all that took place outside of the temples, and 
in the courts of the temples, constituted the feasts. Iu these 
every body, e\Ten the slaves, could participate and assist; but the 
initiated alone were admitted to the mysteries. 

2.-Theology of tlte Ancients. 

AH the ancient peoples having their colleges of priests and 
astronomical and astrological books cotempor:tueously, were alike 
affected by the discoveries, dispute~, errors, or perfections that in 
all times ha \'e agitated the stuJeu ts of .nature and philosophy. 
The more we have penetmted, during the past thit·ty or forty 
years, iuto the ~ecret sciences, and e8pecially into ·the ast ronomy 
and cosmogouy of the modet·u Asiatic~, the Uhiuese aud Burmese, 
the more we are convinced of the affinity of their doctrine with 
those of the ancient peoples· ft·om whom they h<~ve descended. 

Indeed, in certain particulars it ha:s been trat;smitted more pure 
than with us, because it has u·ot been altered by tho:;e anthro
pomorphical innovations which has · den~•turalizeu every thing else. 
This comparison of ancient . and modc~·u theology is a frui~ful 
mine, which, if entered iu the right ~pirit aut.l with the mind 
diYested of prejudice, will aflord a crowd of ideas equally new 
and hiRtoricaliy correct;. but to app•·eciate and welcome them, it is 
necessary that the reader should also be free from prejudice. 

\Vhen the Chaldean pt·iests were seeking a general k:10wledge 
of the earth 's phenomena, as appea.rs by researches in the books 
of the Hindoos, they studied from a :single poiut of Yiew the 

1 Serving to illustrate and authorize sunut·y passages of the text of the 
Worskip and the .JI!Jsleries of the .t1ncimt .H11.stem World. 
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operations of ve~etabie ~nd animal nature, and, concluding upon 
the hypothesis that the suo represented the principles of heat 
and life. and darkness those of cold and de<ltll, from this basis, 
true as ·it most assuredly is, have been built up the innumerable 
fictions which disfigure all ancient theology. 

3.-Sacred Boolcs of all the Peoples. 

'fhc Vedas or Vednms are the sacred books of the Hindoos, as 
the 13ible is ours. 'l'hey are three in number, the Rig-Veda, the 
Y n<ljour-V eua, and tlte Sama-V eda. The:se books are very rare, , 
bciug written in tl1e most ancient known laugunge of the Brah 
mins. 'l'hose who count four Vedas have added the Attar-Ved:l, 
which treats of the ceremonies. In addition to these books there 
are a collection of commentaries upon them which is called the 
t)u pa naslwda, of which a French translation has been publ i:shed 
~y Anquetil Duperron, under the title of Oupen akhat-a curiou~ 
book in this, that it ;!ires an idea of all the others. The d<ltP 
'"Jf the Vedns, twenty-fire to thirty centuries before our era., and 
•heir contents, show that all the reveries of the G reck metaphy
sicians came from India. After the Vedas come the Shasters, to 
the .number of six. They treat of theolop:y and science. Then, 
4

Q the nu111ber of eig-bt, come the Pouranas, which treat of mythol
'~gy and ltistory. 'rhe book entitled Manava-Dharma-Shastra con
t::tius the bws of the fit·st reformer 1\Ienou. 

After the sacred books of the Ilindoos cow A those of the Per
~ians, the Sadder nud the Zend-Avestn, the religious code of the 
Bactrians, Assyrians, Chaldeans, aud 1\Iedcs. They contain the 
doctrine of Zoroaster. The Boun-Dchesch, the book of Genesis 
of the P.u-see.s, successors of the ancient Per~ians, is a compila
tion of' the nncient laws of the 1\Ia~i. After these come the five 
books or Hermes, the priest-king ofEgypt., founder of the castes, 
who lived about 3370 B. C. Then the 'I'aote-J{ing and C lwu-King 
of the Chinese, the first of which contains the metaphysical doc
trines of Lao-Tseu, and tl1e second the sublimely mora 1 doctrines 
of Kong-Tseu (Confucius.) Then, in point of time, m:1y be 
ranked our Bible, the Old Testament of which contains the cos
mo~ony of the Jews and Christians, nnd the laws of 1\Ioses, with 
a history of the Hebrew people~ and the New Testament of which 
contains the Gospels of e,·angelica1 morality, peace, and clwrity 
or Jc~us Christ, the founder of Christianity. The Koran of 1\Ia.
homet, containing the precepts nnd doctrine transmitted by him 
to ], is followers, would necessarily follow, to make the list com
plete. 

Eg-ypt is the only country which possessed a complete code of 
doctrines of great uutiquity. Clement of Alexandria. ha~ trans
mitten to us a curious detail of forty-two volumes which were 

25 
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carried in the processions of Isis. "The chief, or singer,'' says 
he, "cnnies an instrument symbolical of music, and . t.wo books 
of .1\Iercury (Hermes), one of them· contuiuing the hymn:-; of the 
gods, and the other the list of the kings. After him comes the 
hot·oRcopist, obsen·er of the seasons, cunyint: a. palm-branch ~1cJ 
a time-piece symbolic of astrology. He has to know by heart tho 
rour books of :Mercury (Hermes), which treat of astrology: the 
fit·:st of which treats of the onler of the planets, the second of the 
ising and setting of the sun and moon, and the third and fourtL 

of their mO\'ements in their orbits, and the aspects of the stnrs. 
'l'hen comes the sacred writer, having some feathers stuck into 
hi:;; hair, nnd in his lund.a book, au iuk-bottle, and a reed for 
writ. i·n~, nccording to the manners of the Arnbs. This officer has 
to uuderstand the language of the hieroglyphics, the deset·iption 
of the universe, the courses of the sun, moon, and planets, the 
division of Egypt into thirty-six districts, the course of the Nik, 
the SiWl'ed ornaments, the holy places, etc. Then comes the stole 
be;lrer, who carries tl1e gauge of justice, or mea8ure of the JVi:e, 
and a chalice for libations, together with ten volumes cout::t~ning 
the sacrifices, the hymns, the prayers, the ofi'crings, and cet·emo
nies of the feasts. li'inully appears the prophet, carrying in his 
bosom, but exposed, a pitcher. He is followed by those who 
<:any the bread , as at the marringe feast of Can a. 1'h is prophet: 
in his position as keeper of the mysterie~, must know hy heart 
t.he ten volumes which treat of the hnvs, of the gods, nud of all 
the discipline of the priests, etc., which are outside of the forty
two volumes. Thirty-six are k11own by these persons, and the 
other six, treating of mediciue, of the coustruction of the htllll3-0 

frame, of sickness, of medicaments, and of surgical iustrumeuts, 
belong to the pastoplwres. 

4.-Cosmogonies. 

The recital of the creation of the world, as it is expresRed in 
Genesis, is to be found almost literally in the :.ncient co:mwgonie~, 
and more particulnrly in those of the Chaldeans anrl Persi.ms, 
pro\·ing that the Jews but borrowed it from these people. That 
cur reuders may judge for themselves, we here give a faithful 
translation--much more faithful than that which we have from 
the Greek and Latin: 

"In the beginning, the gods (Elohim) created (bara) the heav
ens and the earth. And the earth was confused and de~ert, and 
darknes!:> was upon its face. And the wind (or the ~pirit) of the 
gods acted upon the face of the watet·s. Ana the gods st~id: Let 
the light be I and the light was; and he saw that the light was 
good, and he sepa.1·ated it from the dat·kness And he called the 
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light day auf! the darkness night; aud the night and the morning 
were a fil·st day. 

L' And the gods sai<l· : Let the void (rag1~a) be (made) in the 
midd:e of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the 
wa te t·:,; ; and the god~ ma.Je the void, separating the waters which 
~u·e und(>r the Void, nnd he gaYe to the void the name of heavens ; 
and the night and the morning were a· second day. 

·' And the go 13 said: Let the waters under the heavens collect 
themselves intc one place, and let the dt·y earth appear. That 
"·~• =' so, ar d he gave the name of earth to the &hallows and the 
name of.' sea to the body of w:1ters; and he said : I.Jet the earth 
produce vegetables with their seeds; and the night and the morn· 
iu~ were a third day, etc. 

••And the fourth day he made the bodies of light (the sun and 
the moon) for to separate the day from the night, and to serve as 
signs to the times, to the days and to the years. At the fifth day 
he made the reptiles of' the water, the birds ana the fi;:;hes. At the 
sixth day the gods made the reptiles of the earth! the four.footed 
and wild animal:;, and he said: rna/-:,e man to our irn.age and to our 
likeness; and he created (uara) man to his image, and he it created 
to his imilge, and he them created (bara) male aud female; aud he 
resteti himself at the seventh day. 

u Now, it raiued uot upon the earth, but an abundant moisture 
arose from the earth, aud sprinkled all its surface. 

HAnd he had plautetl the garden of EJeu (<wteriorly or to the 
~ast) ; he th ere placed man. At the miJdle of the garden was the 
tree of life and the tree of the science of got){l a.rul evil. And from 
the garden of Eden went forth a river which davided into four 
streams, C<dled Phison, Gihon, Tigris, and Euphrates. 

"And .Jehouh t!te gods said: It is not good that man should be 
alone, and he sent him a sleep, during which he withdrew from him 
a rib, of' which he built the woman,'' etc. 

If such n recital as this was pt·e::;enteti to us by the Brahmins or 
the Lamas, it would be cUI·ious to hear our doctors censure these 
anomalies. \Vhat a strnnge condition of physic~, tlu:~y woultl say, to 
suppo~e that light existed before the sun wus Cl'eated, bef'ore the stars, 
and iudepcndeutly of tltem, auJ, what is mot'e otlen ::; ive to reason, 
to say that there was a. night and a morning, when the night and 
the mot·ning were not.h ing but the appear.mce or disappearance of 
that. body of light. wlrich makes the day. 

W' e quite agree with our doctors on this subject, and can no 
more than they control these anomalies; but because the account 
resi::>ts the lawd of !:)Ober reason, we 111 ust turn to the consideration of 
the ullegoricnl explanution of it. The reader is, uo doubt, surprised 
wit.h this tt·auslatiou Of the creative gods j ne\·ertheless, HUCh i::i the 
value of the text, in the view ofnll grammarians.· But why this plural 
governing the '-ingular? Be<'ause t.he Jew trauslator, pres.,ed by two 
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contradictory authorities. had no other way of relieving his ~mhar
ra~sment. 'fhe law ot' i\Ioses prescribed but an ouly God, while the 
cosmogon:cs, not ttlone of tht:; Chalde<lns, hut .of nc-.1rly all k11own na~ 
tions: cittributed to the secoudnry ~od~, aud uot to the one great Gotl, 
the creation of the world. The Jewish trausl:lt.or had not courage 
enough to reject a. w01·d sacred to law ~md usuge.· Amo11~ the 
Et!yptians these Elohim were the deacons, and, amuug the .Persians 
aud Chaldeans, the geui of the months and the plauets, as we are 
informed by the Pheuecian author Sauchoniathou. 

Now observe how tlte Vedas, the sctcred books of the lliudoos, 
accouut for the c1·eatiou of the world. 

"Iu the begiuning there was au only God, self-created and self
sustainiug. After hu.viug pasRed au eternity in the coutemplation 
of !tis own being, he desired to exhibit his perfection~ Ley:>Hd 
him :;;elf', and created the m:ttter of the world. The four elements 
having bceu produced, but, as yet, in a confused condition, he 
blew upon the waters and they became inflated like an immense 
bubble in the fonn of an e~g. and which, developin~, became the 
vault and orb of b~a,·cn which surrourtd the world. Then, having 
made the e.trth and the bodies of living beings, this God, essence 
of movementl to i!Hinnte these bodies, distributed amon~ them a 
portion of his owu Leing, and this portion, as t.he soul of all tktt 
respire, bciu~ a fmction of the universal soul, can nut perish, but 
mu::;t pas:3 successively into divers bodies. Of all the forms of 
liviug. being:3, that which ple:lscd the Divine Bci11g most was the 
fortu of mau, as approachiug the nca1·est to his owu perfections; so 
that when a man, by au absolute abuegatiou of sense (reason) becomes 
absorbed in the 'contemplation ot' him:self, he attain~ to the dis
covery of the deity, aud actually beeotues diviue. Among the 
incm·uation of' this species which God has already clothed, the 
most solemn and holy was him who appeared in the twenty-eighth 
century in Kuchentire, under the name or Bhudda, to teach l.he 
doctrine of the new bil't.h at)d the renpnciution of self." Aud <:he 
book, retracing the subsequeut history of Bhudda., continues to 
say: 

"That he wns born from the right side of a virgin of the Llood 
royal, who, in becomiug . a mother, did not. cease to be a virp-in. 
That the kiug of the country, di8quietcd by his birth. wished to 
destroy hiw, and therefore massacred all the male chilJren boru 
at that t illle r but that he, saveu Ly. shepherds, took refu~e in 
the de:'ert, where he reuwined uutil he hau attaiued !tis thirtieth 
yenr, when he commenced his career of' enlighteuin~ man and 
casting out devils. That he performed a number of the most , 
astoubd1ing miracle:3; ~pent himself by fastin~ aud 8clf-deuial the 
most ~evere; :111d thnt, in dying: he left to his discipleg a book 
which contaiued his doctriuc "-·a tloctriue which is sulllwed up in 
the tollowiug passages : 
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" He who ab:tndon<; l1is father aud mother to follow me, say8 
Dh1Hl•la, become . ., a perfect S.mu.neen (celestial m:tn). 

'' lie who practices my p1·ecepts to the fourth degree of perfeo
tiou :tcquires the f.tculty or flying throu~h the air, of moving heaven 
aud Parth, aml of prolou~ing or Hhortenin~ his life. 

,. The S:tm'lneen ue~pi..:es riches; he u:;es but the most simple 
uecessaries; he morti lies the body ; his pas5ions are mute; he de 
5iros nothing, is attached to nothing ; he meditates my doctrine; 
~.e p tticntly suffers injuries; he bears no hat~ toward his neighbor . 

.. H(~.tven and earth shall perish, says Bhudd.t; despisin~. then, 
your body, compo:-\ed as it is of four perishable elements, think of 
uothiu~ but your immort-al soul. 

·' He.trken not to the prod.lpting~ of the flesh ; the p:1ssions pro
Juee fear :mil vexation. Subdue the pa.ssions, anu you will anni
hilate fear ami \'exation. 

''He who die:i without embracing my religion, says Bhudda, 
returns ~unong men until he does practice it." 

The Veuas of the H indoos which contain these accounts of the 
creation, ami the incarnation and doctrine of a deified man, are 
believed to have exist(;d at least three thousand ye~trs before the 
Christian era.; and this doctriuP., presenting, as it does, the most 
~triking analogy to that of Christ, as we finJ t8e latter in the 
go=--pels, was spread throughout the eastern world more than a 
thousand years before Jesus Christ appe:tred upon the earth. In 
re<tding these p ·tssa~es does it not ~;eem more probable that tue 
teachin~s of Chri.st have come to us rather throagh Hindoo than 
H ebrew writings? 

5.-S!Jmbols. 

From that moment when the eyes of the people who cultivated 
the earth were directed toward the heavens, the necessity of ob
serving the stars, of Jistin~uishing them singly or in t-!roups, and 
of naming them pt·operly, in order to desigtMte them clearly, be
came appareu t. Now thi::~ object, seetuingly so simple, was really 
very d ifficult; for the cele.;ti<tl bodies, being nearly identical in 
form, offered no special characteristic whereby to di:stinguish them 
by uame; t h :s on the one h:md, w·hile, on the other, the language 
of the9e people, from its very pover ty of word8, had no expres:iions 
for n<.w and met:tphysical ide<tS. But t.he ordinary spriu~ to 
genius, ar.cessit!J. surmounted these difficu lties. Having remarked 
that, in the annu:1.l rerolut.ion of the e;trth, the periodical nppear
ance and renewal of terre~tri:1 l products Leca we constantly asso
ci<lted with the ri~iug anti settin~ of certain stars, and their position 
relati\·ely with t.he sun, a funtl.1mtutal form of comp:nison was 
establi~hed, which, by a purely natural mechanism, connected in 
thought those terrestrial and cele~tial objects which were connected 
in fact; and, applying to represent them th e like signs, they gave 
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to the stnrs singly~ and to the groups which they formed, the names 
of the tet·restrial objects to which they responded. 

Thus, the J<:thiopian of Thebes, called tbe constellation of inun
dutiunt or water-flow, that under which the Nile be~an to rise; the 
constellation of the ox or bullt t.hat undet· which he begrn to till 
the earth; the constellation of the lion, that under which that 
animal, driven from the desert by thirst. showed himself upon the 
b:auks of ,the river; the constellation of ripe corn, the virgin hnr
vester, which brought the return of the harvest; the constellati()n 
or flocks and hel·d:;, or the ran'l-, that under which these pncious 
aniuuls ga.ve birth to their young; and, in this manner, the first 
part of the difficulty was removed. 

As to the other partt m :tn had remarked in the beings around 
him qu:tlities distinct and peculiar to each Rpecies. By a primary 
operation he selected the name of this quality to ~esignate the 
be in~ it di~tinguished; and, by a secondary operation, he fouud an 
ingenious me:.~. us of generalizing these characteristics, in apt>lyiug 
the name thu3 invented to all thing~ which pres en ted simib r tmits' 
or actions, and thu::; he enriched his Ltnguage with an enduring 
me~pho~ . 

':rhus the same Ethiopian, having observed that the return of 
t he inundation. or overflow of the Nile constantly corresponded 
with the appearance of a very beautiful star, which at this time 
was always to be seen in the direction of the head-waters of that 
r.iver, and which seemed to warn the labot·er to prepare for its 
overflow, he likened this action to that anim:ll which, by its timely 
barking, warns of <lpproaching danger, aud he called this con
stellation the dog, the barker (Sirius). In like m:1nner he named, 
from the movement of the crilb, the constellation cancer, which 
marks that point in the heavens when th~ suu, having attained 
the tropical limit of his course, returns by a backward and side
ward movement similar to the motion of that anim:tl. By the title 
of wild goat he distinguished the constellation capricornus, which 
marks tbe point at which the sun, having attained the gre<tt~st 
altitude in his courRe, p:1u:;es, and, as it were, grips the height, as 
the wild goat grips the surface of the giddy height to prevent his 
fall. By the title of the balaw~~t he distinguished the com:tella
tion libro, which marks the period when, as to time, day and night 
are equally divided or balanced; and by the name of the scorpion, 
he distingui:)hed that constellation which marks the period when 
certain winds carry the burning sand across the plain, and cause 
it to strike with a stinging p:tin, resembling the stroke of u. scor
pion. And in this manner, also~ was applied the name of rings, 
roands, or serpents to th<tt form by which was expresseu nn orbit, 
circle, or complete revolation of the planets, whether taken singly 
or in ~roups , according to their connection with the operations of 
the field a.ud cultivatiou of the e~rth, and the analogi~s that each 
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nation found presented by their agricultural labor3, and t.he pecu
liarities of their soil anc.l climate. 

.... From this process, it resulted t hnt the inferior and terrestrial 
beings became intimately as:;ociated with the superior and celestial; 
nnd this association each day gained st.rcn~th from similar cousti
tuti HI of language and mechanism of miud. Using thi:; natural 
metctphor, they said : The bull scatters upon the earth at his 
coming (spring-time) the seeds of fertility; he returns with abun
dance atHl the (jreat.ion of plants. The ram, delivers the heavens 
from the evils of winter; he saves the world from the serpent 
(emblem of tlte rainy season), and he brings back the reign of 
good (the joyful summer-time). The scorpion cast hi::s venom 
upon the earth, and scattered sickness and death, etc., and thu::; of 
all similar appearances. 

This langu<tge, then understood by all the world, presented 
nothing iuconveoient; hut, by the lapse of' time, when the calendar 
had been regulated, and it became no longer necess:ny for the 
people to obscn'e the heavens, the motiYe that prompted these 
expressions was lost, and their al1egorical sense beiug suppressed, 
their use becume a stumbling-block to the understanding of the 
people. Habituated to join symhols to their models, this misun
derstanding c:msed them to confound them. Then these same 
~mimals, which in thought had been plac-ed in the heavens, in fact 
returned to earth, but clothed in the livery of the stars, and im
posed themselves upon the people, as posses~ing the influences 
<~ttributed to them by their 8ponsors; and the people, believiug 
themselves within sight and hearing now of their gods, reatl ily 
nddres~ed to them their pr:1yers. They demanded of the animal 
ram an ubund<inre of the influences which attended the appearnnce 
of the 'Cclesti<tl ram ; they prayed the scorpion no more to scatter 
his venom, entailing sickuess and denth , upon the earth; they rev
erenced the crab of the sea, the scara hams of the mud, the fishes 
of the river; and, by a series of enchanting but vicious analogies, 
they lost themselves in a labyrinth of collsequent absurdities. 

Here we behold the origin vf that antique and fa.ncia'ul wnrship 
of animah~, and how, by the progress of ideas, the characteristics 
of divinity passing to the most vile brute~, was fashioned that 
vast, complicated, and learned theological system which, beginning 
on the banks of the Nile, was carried from country to country by 
commerce, war, and conquest, and inYadeu all the ancient world 
and which, modified by time, circumstances and prejudices, yet 
exhibits it~elf among hundreds of peoples, and exists as the in
timate and s'ecret ba~is of the theology of even those who srorn
fttll y reject it.. 

In the projection of the .celestial sphere, as traced by the as
t:nnomer }Jriests of that time, the zodiac and the constellations, 
disposed circularly, presented their halves in diametrical opposition. 
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The 1ICmisphere of winter is the antipodes of that of summer
adyersc, opposed, contrary they stood towt~rd each other. From 
a metaphorical and necessary, this position passed into a moral 
seuse; and to angels were opposed adverse angels: who, hilving 
revolted, were cast Qut, and became their enemies. In this mauner, 
from being simply an astronomical history, the account and repre
~entjtion of the constellations came to be a political history. 
Heayen was a country subject to and wherein e\·ents transpired 
s upon the earth. And as at that period monarchy was the pre

vailing style of gov·ern ment upon the earth, a similar style must 
obtnin in the heavens; and of the hemisphere of summer, empire 
of li~~t. , and heat, and joy, and peopled with white angels, it was 
appar{'ut the sun was king-a brilliant, intelligeut, and good crea
tor; so. opposed to summer was the hemisphere of winter, that 
undergrouud empire of darkness, coid, and sadness, peopled with 
blaek angels, ~iants, aud demons, and havin~ for ruler the prince 
of darkness, who was recognized by the different peoples by the 
name of that si::rn whose appearance was attended with most of evil 
among them. In Egypt this was from at firs t the scorpion, beiug 
tlle first sign of t.he zodiac after the balance, and, for a long time, 
chief of the signs of winter. Afterward it was the bear, or the 
polnr ass, called Typhon: othel'wise Deluge, by reason of the cold 
rains which jnundated the earth during the rule of this constella
tion. In Persia, :1t a later time, it was the serpent, who, under the 
name of Ahrimane, formed the basis of the system of Zoroaster; 
and it _is this same serpent who, among the Jews and the Chris
tians, tempted EYe, the celestial virgin, auu brought sin into the 
world, ns also the serpent of the cross, and "'hich, in both cases. 
is the emblem of Satan. 

6.-Hi1·am of tlte Freemasons. 

' The lon~ history of Hiram, the architect of Solomon's temple, 
which forms the basis of the degree of master mason, is repre
sented by most authors, and in all the lectures which prevail in 
the lodges in France and elsewhere, as a fact, and not. as an alle
gorical fiction, while 'in all the higher degrees it is positively re
cognized as the former. A very limited knowledge of the history 
of primit.ive worships and mysteries is necessary to enable any 
person to recognize in the master mason Hiram, the Osiris of the 
Egyptians, the l\Iithras of the Persians, the Bacchus of the Greeks, 
the Atys of the Phrygians, of which these people celebrated the 
passion, death and resurrection, as Christians celebrate to-day that 
of Jesus Christ. Otherwise this is the eternal and unvarying type 
of all the religions which haYe sueceeded each other upon the 
earth. In an astronomical connection; lliram is the repre~entative 
of the sun, the symbol of his apparent progress, .which, nppearing 
at the south gate. so to speak, is srn'lte dowuward and more down 

, 
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ward us he advances toward the we~t, \'lhich passin~. he is imme
diately V<lllfjUtlShed uud put to death hy darkue~s, t·eprcseutcd, in 
follow in~ the same allc~ory, by the spirits of' evil; but, returning, 
he rise~ ao·ain conqueror aud resurrected. 

e ' 

7 .-1'Ae .A ngels. 

The names of the angels and of the months, such as Gabriel 
and ~Iiclt ;lel, Yar and Nisan (~Ia.rch and April) , etc., as we are 
inf'nrmed by the Tallllud, were bl'ought from lhbylon by the Jews. 
Bcausobre. in his llislory of the JJiuni<:hecws, (vol. 2, p. 624,) 
proves that the saint~ of the calendar are imitations of the three 
h uud l'ed nnd Rixty -fi ve angels ot' the Persians; and Jam blicus, in 
his bjgptirtn illgsteries, (sec. 2, clup. 3,) speaks of t.he angel8, arch
angcb, aud ·seraphims, etc., like a true Christian Catholic. 

8.-The mn jestic Jlonuments of tiLe llindoos. 

The most celebrated IIindoo temples, cut in the bosom of the 
solicl rocks, are to be seen in the vicinity of Bombay and in the 
island of' Ceylon. That of Ji~lora is considered the mol't curious. 
No one can regard without aRtoni~hment a whole mountain of' por· 
phyry, covering nearly six miles of suped}.cial me<lsurement, con
verted into a mysterious succession of halls, ch<llltbers, auticham
bers, vcsti bules, courts, saloons, etc. In the midl:lt of these apart
ments is the gre:lt temple of Elora, a single apartment of five 
h uudred feet in circumference, hollowed out of the solid granite. 
Its side gallea·ies are supported by sculptured pillctrs; its walls are 
polished, and cut into which are forty-four niches extending from 
floor to dome, and in which stand forty-fout• ~i~antic statues of 
llindou divinities. But the monum~nt of all othea·s the most pt·o
digious in Hindo~tau is the temple l1f K.aila.ca, cut in the solid 
rock , and without roof or dome, cut open t.o the heavens. In the 
vicinity of this temple there are ten or a dozen situilar but much 
smaller sanctuaries. At Dhoumar, in the province of l\lalva, may 
be counted seventy of these templeR, the circuit of which compose 
what uuy be called a troglodyte city. Upon the coast of Coro
mandel, not far from l\ladms, there are a series of labors of the 
same kind not less remarkable. 

9.-Bluulda., (Bood, Boudd.) 

This is the name that the Hindoos have given to the seven re
ligious legislators who huve successively revived and reformed the 
laws and doctrines of their first civilizer or this name, and of' whose 
existence thet·e remains no account., except in the truditions of f'-lh
ulous time. Of these seven reformers the four last alone are known 
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by their doctrines, which are contained in the sacred books of lhe 
Brahmins, cnlled Vedas, or Vedam. These are B hudda-Shauca
sam, whose doctrine is found in the Bhnga\'at-G hita, and who lived 
between the years 3200 and 3100 B. C. Bhudda Gouagoml 
who appeared 1366 years B. C. Bhudda-Ga8pa, who appeared 
1027 years B. C. ; and Bhudda-Somana-Gautama, who lived 557 
years B. C. A final Bhudda is to appear five thousand years after 
the death of the last named. 

All these reformers are considered by the Brahmins to have 
been incarnations of the Supreme Being, and as such they are 
adored by eastern people under different names. Among the 
Chinese, tor example, Bhndda becomes Fot and Fota. that people 
having neither b nor d in their language. 

10.-The Magi. 

The Asiatic rendering of this word signifies consecrated man, a 
man devoted to the worship of God, exactly as the Hebrew N aza
rene or Hindoo Samaneen; consequently the word magic originally 
signified the practice of worship, and magi those who devoted 
themseh'es to science and worship. 

11.-Temple of Bel, or Tower of Babel. · 

By consent of the best authors and the geography of Strabo 
and Berose, there existed a Babel or Babylon-that is to say, a 
palace or i3mple-consecrated to (the sun) Bel, titulary ~od of this 
country, from whom it r~ceived its name of Babylonia, and whose 
templP-, according to ancient Asiatic usage, was the rallying point, 
the goal of pilgrimage., the metropolis of all the people who sub
mitt.ed to hi8 laws; tlnd, at the same time, this temple was the 
asylum, the fortress of tl1e priestl'i, the astronomical studio of this 
astrological judiciary, who "\\""ere celebrated and who rendered famous 
the name of Chaldean in far-distant ages of the past. 

According to Philo, the Pltenician, as cited by J osophus, the 
foundation of this temple, or. tower of Babel (Bel us), was laid 
between the years 3195 and 3190 B. C. The oriental name of 
Babel for Babylonia siguifies a court; and there existed from that 
time a primitive court or palace, which that wonderful woman, 
Semiramis, surrounded with her vast constructions when sbe con
ceived the project of building a great commercial anrl milit;wy 
city, even that Babylon which she surrounded with immense walls 
and fortifications, and which she ornamented with castles, pah1res, 
temples, and bridges, and in the midst of which caused to be 
erected for . the priests that famous tower or pyramid culled the 
'rower of Babel. I 

This opinion is supported by Ktesias, who, in speaking on this 
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subject, 8ays: "When Ninus attacked Babylonia, the city of Bab
ylon, which at present exists, was not then built." The same his
-torian st-ates l( that Semiramis, inspired by her love of grandeur, 
and de$irous of surpassing the glory of the kings who pt·eceded 
her, conceived, between the years 1195 and 1180 B. C., the 
JH·oject of building in Babylonia an extraordinary city. ]?or this 
purpo~e she tJathered ftom all parts a multitude of architects and 
artists of all kinds, and she provided great sums of money and all 
rhe necessary materials; then, hadng made in the exteut of her 
empit·e a levy of' two million.a of men, she employed them to form 
the surroundings of the city by constructing a wall of three 
hundred and sixty stadia (about twenty miles) in length. flanked 
with many towers: and leaving the river Euphrates to flow through 
the midst of the inclosure. 

This assemblage of men, levied under the laws of statute labor, 
•>f divers colors, clothing, habits, worships, and language, preseuted 
a strange spectacle. l\lore than eighty dialects were spoken in the 
.vast empire of Semiramis; and the asfo;embling of bodies of' men, 
each of whom ~poke one of' these dialects, naturally engendered 
that c~nfusion which, when these men cCjrne to close quarters in 
the buildiug of the tower, naturally might <.tnd probably did in
crease to a degree most iuconveuient, and hence the real source 
of the vicious origin the Jews have given to the word Babel, or 
Babylon. 

In the account which Herodotus gives of the war of Kyrus 
:tgain~t Babylon, he says: 'l But ufter the s.ubYersion of Niueveh 
~he became the Cjpit:tl of Assyria." And then, from ocuh1r cYi
Jence, he describes this immense city, the exteut and dimensions 
of its walls and fortifications, the direction of its streets, the p;:~la.ce 
of the king, and the great tempi~ of Bel; aud, in desc:riLiu~ the 
latter, he says: (t The center of the city is remarkaLle for the 
temple of Jupiter Belus, which actually yet exi:;t-3. (Herodotus 
wrote ~180 years B. 0.) It is square, regularly built, and its c·ourt 
is fastened by gates of brass. Each square of the inclosure is two 
stt~dia in length (about two hundred yard~). In th.c middle of 
this inclosure is to be seen a ma~sive tower, one stadium on each 
~quare of its base, and one stadium in height." Thus, then, the 
temple of Bel u~ in Babylon was a. strong place, a sort of >Citadel, 
re.;;embling the temple of the sun at Balbek, and most of the ot.her 
tnmples of th~ ancients, who, for the better security of tl1e priests 
aud the sacred treasures which had been gathered within their 
temples, protected them by high and strong outer walls. '' U.pon 
this tower,'' continues Herodotus," there is erected a second, upon 
the second a third, and others above that to the number in all 
of eight. each being proportionately sm:tller in its dimensions than 
the other, and giving to all the appearance, when 7iewed from a 
distau;::e, of a pyraruid. In the highest of these towers is a chapel; 
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in tl1is d1npel a ~rent bed, well furnished; nnd ncar thi~ bed a taLle, 
the surface of which is g-old." 'Vhat was the object of this singu· 
lar edifice? 'Vhnt coulu it be but an astronomical observatory? 
This chapel, in the .highest tower, eleva ted to a height of nearly fif
teen hundred feet above the surf'<tce of the earth, sen-ed the a~trou
omer priests as a look-out from which to observe the solar By8tcm, 
anJ to learn exactly the moveUlents of the heavenly bodies. The 
golden table, upon which was no doubt trzteed a map of the solar 
system, enabled them to direct their studies, a ud the well-furui~:dted 
bed served for repose when wearied by observation and close appli
cation of mind. No other furniture was necessary, and uo other 
was there. Astronomy was the important ruy8tery which they 
gu;lrded with jealous care~ since it was the basis of that theocratic, 
reli~ious, and political power which enabled the priests, by predic
tious of eclipses and other solur actions, to nstonish both kings and 
people, nnd le:td them to believe that they held immediate com
munication with the gods. 

Behold, then, what was the c1ject of that famous tower of 
Babel, the hearthstone 'of that Chaldean science vaunted by the 
mo~t aucient Greeks as being, even in their time, very ancient. 
And yet this grand and simple monument, as de:;cribed by the 
pen·erted historians of the Jews, has given birth in modern tiwcs~ 
as ,,·ell as in what we Cllll ancient, to the most singular, extra
ordinary, and grossly-stupid accouuts of its origin and of its 
Pbject. 

12.-Ecbatana, Babylon, Persepolis. 

Of the immense citadel of the pa};lce of the king of the .Medcs, 
Ecbatana, which was seven huudred yards in outer extent, noth
ing remaim~ bnt rubbish, in vast quantities, to iudicate palace, cit
adel, or capital of the .l\ledian people; while an enormous qu;tutity 
of ruins, heaped about in the most frightful coufusion, m,nk to
day the spot where Babylon, the city of palaces, once stood. 
Ranks of columns, separated by ravines, mark the streets; while 
masses of rubbish show where once stood the g;raude~t etliti<:e~. 
In the plain where once stood the city of Persepolis, and which 
extended behind Tschil-~Iiuar, nothing remain to mark the ~rent
est architectural conceptions of any nge, but ruins of column :md 
wall~ pillar and porch, heaped in uudistinguishable confusion. The 
most important ruins are upon the terraces of the mounte:tin of 
Rachmed, upon the locality where stood the palace of the king.s 
of P~sia~ and upon the flank of that mountain there appear many 
funereal monuments of the Persian kings, such as that of D.trius, 
son of Hystaspe, and of Xerxes. Under the terraces whieh sup· 
port the palace of Persepolis, there extend vast subterranean pas
sages, of which it is impossible to verify the der;tination, purpose, 
or extent, but which, in the opim01:. of the Arabs, couduct~d to 
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the mountain of ~epnlture, nearly six leagues distant, nnd in 
which uwy be found the four royal tombs, cut in the rock to the 

· hei~ht of oue ltundt·cc.l feet., auc.l which are belien;J to be those 
of D.tri us N oth.us, Artuxerx.es I: Ochus, anu Artuxerxes II, or 
)J CllliiOU. 

13.-1'/te Cat•ts or R etreats of '.illitltra .. 

Zor()aster, according to J m;;tinius; composed iu the cave or grotto 
of ){ tthra, which lac inhahited fur twenty yenrs, a great armillary 
spltcrc to uid him in tho study of the h~avcnly bodies. Accord
iug to Celsu~, it was aftP-r this model that the Persians, iu the 
cct·emouie.s of .Mithra. represented the double moYeiueut ot' the 
fixed stars and the plauets, with the passage of the soul in the 
cole~tial circles or 8pheres. To describe the properties or attri
bute.~ of the planets, theJ exhibited a. scale or ladder cotuposed 
·.>f ~even steps, or stage~, with an ei~hth at tho upper extremity. 
The fin;t step was compo~ec.l ot' lead, aml indicated Saturn; the 
t:econd. of tin, denotP-d V cuus; the third, of copper, denoted J u
pit.er; the fourth, of iron, denoted .l\Iars; the fifth, of divers metals, 
denoted ~Iercut·y; the sixth, of sih·er, denoted the moon; the 
sev~nth, of ~olJ, denoted the sun, then the highest hoa\·en. 
'Vithout doubt this was the ladder of Jacob's dream, and upon 
which he saw angels ascending and descending; and yet all these 
Egyptian and Chaldeau ideas and allegories existed centuries be
fore Abraham~ Is:Hic, or Jacob. Frotu thence come~ the cu~tom 
of consecratiug caYes to the celebration ot' the my::;teries, a cu:-;tom 
tl1nt we find among the Christians of the first ceuturies ;' and frow 
thence ha,·e Plato aud Pytha(roras desi,ruated the world as a cave o e 

, or cavern. 
In the mysteries of t.lte ceremonies of J)lithra, as they subse

quently became developed, we fiud ull the principal cerenwuies 
obsened in admiuistering the rites and sacr,11nents of the ClHis
tian church, cYen to the slap on tho e;~r gh'en by the bishop in 
"confinnation." 'The priests of J)lithra. promised their initiates, 
throu~ h coufession and baptism, remission of t.heir sins, uud a 
life of happiness and delight im;tea.d of pain and torment. 1'hey 
also celebt·ated the oblation of bread, tho im;lge of the re:.urrec
tion ; and, finally, their bapt.i~m of infa.uts, application of extrewe 
unction, confess-ion of sins, celebration of the mass (the myst.eries ), 
and many other practices aualogous to those of the Chri::;tian rc 
li:riou, all proving that what we have to·d.1y as l'eligious ceremo· 
nies are but the modified prolongation of religious opiuion~ and 
practices which pre,·ailed centuries before our era.. 

14.-ln, the throat of fl. Bull. 

This is the bull of tho zodiac, which sometimes, by the preces
f'iou of the equinoxes, has occnpieJ the place of the raw. Thi~ 
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is the bull that we find · represented in India as opening an egg 
with his horn, and who already had opened the age of creation, 
that iR, the vernal equinox. This is the bull Apis, adored by the · 
Egyptians, as subsequently the Israelite~ adored the golden calf. 
The bull1 or ox of the Apocalypse, with his wings, ~ymbolic of his 
celestinl nature, has. a si111ilur origin; whilt the lamb of' God, im
molated as the bull of l\lithra, .for the S<llvation of tbe world, is 
nothiug more than an emblem of the sun in t.he sign of the celes
tial ram, which iu an after age opened, in his turn, the Yernnl 
equinox. and was moved to deliver the world from the reign of 
evil enjoyed by the 8erpent or Freat adder, mother of' winter and 
embletu of Ahrimane, the evil spirit or Satan of t.he Persians. It 
will be observed that the contemporaneous worship of the sign 
Taurus by the Egyptians, Persians und J upnnese, indicatPs a com
munion of ideas among these peoples at this time; and of this 
worship there has descended to us nothing but the l\lay festival 
of the fat ox, crowned with flowers. 

15.-Zoroaster. 

The religious legislator culled Zoroaster by the Greeks, nnd 
Zerdast or Zerdust by the Orientals, was born, according to He
rodotus, nbout 1250, and nccording to other authors between 1400 
and 1:300 B. C., in Aderbijan (ancient .Media). He commenced 
to promulgate his doetrine a.t Baetria, the cnpital or the kingdom 
of the llactrians, about the year 1220 B. C., after a "retreH t," 
according to Pliny, of twenty years' duration. He propagated a 
new system of theolo~y, which he preteuded, Hccordiu~ to the 
custom of the time among men of hio profession, to be the only 
true theology, and revealed of God. Zoroaster, according to the 
recital or the Parsecs, perished with nwny of' the magi, in the 
last battle fought at Niuus by the king Kesl1ta~y, oue of his 
numerous disciples, who wished to convert his subjects and the 
neigh borin~ kings. 

Accordin;z to .A.nquetil Duperron, the principal collection of the 
traditions of the Parsecs concerning Zoroaster is the .book eutitletl 
Zcrdust-Narnah, ~hich, they say, \Vas translated from the ancient 
I>ehlcvic idiom into the modern Persian by Zerdu~t-Behram, scribe 
and I>er:-;iun priest, about the year 1176 of · our era. 

Theodore of l\lopsuestus, in his work coucerning the magi of 
Persia. explaius the doctrine of Zoroaster iu the fullowin~ retuark· 
able pa.ssage: ''He is one of those who believes in the existence 

· of two ~ods-onc good. thP. other evil. He names them Oromaze 
and Ahrimaue, aud h<tS said that one is best represented by light, 
and the other by darlcness. The Persians maintained that Oro· 
maze was formed from light the most pure, aud Ahrimu ne ft·otu 
darkness the most obscure Oromaze wade six other good gous 
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like himself, and Ahrimnne six wicked ones like himself. Oro
maze then m:tde twenty-four gods, which he placed in an cgoo; 
but Ahrimaue. after ID<tking twenty-four evil gods, broke the egr!. 
and thus caused that blending of good and evil which exi:;ts in 
the world. 

Theopompus believes, in accordance with the magii bol')ks, that 
one of the:'e gods ruled three thousand years, during which the 
other is deposed; the succeeding three thousauc.l years they fight 
and reign ertually; but finally the evil one has to succumb, and 
is foreyer destroyed. 

In reduc-ing these allegories to their natural and simple sense, 
it is apparent that Zoroaster, after his physico-astronomical mE>d
i tation~ , conside1·ed the world, or the universe! governed by two 
principles or powers-the one of production, the otheL· of de:;truc
tion; th<tt the first governed during the six thousand parts, or six 
months of summer, or from the ver_nal equinox to that of Libra, 
and the second during the six thousand pat·ts OL' six months of 
winter, or from Libra, to Aries. This division of e<tch sign ot' the 
zodiac into a thousand parts is found among the Chaltle.tns; nml 
Anquetil, who has huppily explained the allegory, speak~, in more 
than one place, of the twelve thousand of Zoroa~ter as of the 
tweh•e uwnths of the year. 

The eg:;r i~, as is well known, the emblem of the world among 
the Ef!yptians; the twenty-four ~ods are the twelve mouths di ddeu 
into quinzaines, or fortuights-the one of increase, the other of' 
decre:u~e-a. usa~e that is found among the Hin<.loos as al$0 among 
the Rom·ms, anJ the result i:3 that the whole sy;;tem or Zoroaster 
was nothing but a system of astronomy und astrolo~y, like all 
other ancient systems; and that its discipJeg, notwithstanding this 
fact, received and (tpplied this system, especially amoug the .Jews, 
for moral and political purposes, ·and this application led to the most 
singular consequences, and re:;ulted in & system entirely new. 

16 .-Zen d-Avesta. 

This sacred book of the Persians was mostly written in immense 
and v.ery complicated characters, and covered twelve thousand 
skins of parchment, manufactured from the hides of oxen. 

17.-The Temple of Ammon. 

The construction of this celebrated temple, according to llerod
orus, took place between the years 2400 and 2300 ll. C., und its 
ruins may be fountl in the oasis of the I .. ybian desert. Alexander 
the Great visited this templf, and caused himself to be proclaimrd, 
by its oracle, son of J upite1 l\I emnon. 



• 

400 OENERAL TIISTORY OF FREE:\IASO~RY. 

18.-Elhiopia, then a powerful State. 

During many centuries Egypt was governed by the Ethiopian 
sacenlot.a.l caste, of Arab originf which was replaced by the caste 
of warriors. 'fhis r~vol utiou was brou6ht about by :i\leues I, 
king of the first Pharaonic dynasty, and took place, according to 
some authors, nearly 6000 yeat·s 13. C. l\lenes ia said to l1ave 
huilt ancieut Thebe;,, then the capital of the country. 

In the earliest known times E~ypt consisted but of the Theban 
couutry. At that time l\Iiddle Egypt and the Delta composed a 
~.:t rt of the MeditetT<lnean gulf. 'l'he Nile, carrying in its O\'er
ilow3 an enormous quantity of mud, in time filled up that portion 
ot' the gulf iuto which it emptied, and eventually created an im
mense tr<tct of swampy laud, which, by tite aid of man, seconded 
by nature, was drai11Gd, and formed what then became known as 
Middle ~gypt, or Heptauomis, and Lower Egypt or the Delt<t. 

19.-Egypt in Civilization. 

The chronolo~y of Egyptian history, according to Diodorus, 
l\lanethon, and Herodotus, the last of whom visited Egypt 460 
years B. C., is as follows : 

B. C. 13300.-From this date until the year 4600 B. C., when 
the zodiac was constructed and set up in the temple of Esueh, 
there occurt'ed four periods, to the fir6t 'of which is ascribed the 
reign of the god:;, to the second the first historic period, during 
whic h Egypt was inhabited by a barb<lrous people, and was con
fi ued to the Theban country, or Upper Egypt; to the third, the 
second hi:storic period, during which begun to be formed the states 
und kiuc;doms, of which there were thirty, forty, or more, and the 
college:; of the priests were estHblished; and to the fourth, the 
third historic period, when the different states wert~ cousolidated 
into three large kiugdom~, comprisiug Upper E~ypt, or the Theban 
couutry, ~liddle E;.rypt., ot· Heptauomis, and Lower Egypt, or the 
Delta. 'l'o this latter period belougs the construction of the 
temple or E:;neh, and the establishment of the worship or the bull 
Aphis, symbolical of Tt.J,urus or the sun, which at this time began 
to m::trk the \'ernal equinox. Suh:;equent to this period there 
reigned a series of uu kuowu kings7 eighteen of them being Egyp
tians. 

B . C. 3360.-Hermes, priest kin~, obsen·es the st:n Aldebar<lU. 
B. C. 2454.-The sun enters the r<uu,1 <llld from this dute Aries 

l fiy the precessiO!l of the equinoxes, allowing 7l y<'ars' for (>a.ch degree 
a.nd 50 s t•colHls fo1· each year, it. is estim11teu thnt 2L3i) years are required 
for the sun to pn8s through n zo·liacal sign. Thus, in the ye~tr 4:)8l.i .il. C., 
tltnt body hnviug e utereu 'l'tturra, it wug not until the ye.tr 24i):) tlmt he 
p.t ssetl through t.h; .. t. gign, 1\UIJ ente1·ed Aries in 2-t.:>t. From that time until 
the year 132J ll. C., the l<l.tler sign marked the verna.l equinox. 
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becomes the constellation of the V"ernal equinox, and the worship 
of the ram begins. 

B. C. 2-!00.-Follndation of the temple of Ammon in the desert 
of 1.~ybia. 

B. C. 24:00 to 2300.-Construction of the monuments of Karnak 
c1nd the :wenlle of the Rams. 

B. 0. 2056.-Con~trllction of the zodiac of Denderah. 
B. C. 1810.-Invasion of the kingdom of 1\lemphis (:\Iiddle 

Egypt) by the pastoral Arabs, presumed to be the tribes of Tamolld, 
~ladian, Amalek, etc. 

B. C. 1800.-'rhe pastoral Arab~ found Heliopolis. 
B. C. 1556.-Tethmos expels the .Arabs. 
B. C. 1500.-.Foundation of the new ]Jemphis. 
ll. C. 1-1-50.-Re-union of all Egypt under one monarchy. 
B. C. 1-!30.-Con:;truction of Lake ~Ioeris. 
B. C. 1-!~0 .. -Construction of the cities of Ramasses and He· 

roopolis, by the Hebrews. 
ll. C. 1410.-Under the king Amenophis the Hebrews are driven 

out of Egypt, and, under the direction of l\Ioses, whom they elect 
as their chief, they are organized into a cation. 

B. C. 1390 to 1330.-Reign and conquests of Sesostris. 
ll. C. 1080.-lt:lmsinite orders the construction of the great 

obelisk at Heliopolis. · 
B. C. 97 4.-Ses:tch, king of Egypt, ransoms Jerusalem. 
B. C. 790.-D:uing the past two hundred years a succession of 

obscure king:3 governed Egypt, and their reign ends with the 
capture or Thebes by the Cart.haginiatis. . 

13. C. ·750.-Seva, the Kushite, or Ethiopian, invaded Egypt, and 
reigned with justice and wisdom for nearly twenty-five years . 

.B. C. 722.-Sethon, priest of the temple of Vulcan, governs 
Egypt, now fallen into anarchy . 

.tletween l\Ienes and Sethon three handred and forty-one kings 
in succession governed Egypt. After him a series of kings ruled 
whose names are all known. 

20.-P!Jramids of Ghizza. 

"Durin~ twenty years," says Herodotus, "one hundred thousand 
men worked daily to build the great pyramid or tomb of the king 
Cbeop3, who, like all E3yptians, attached much iu~portance to the 
construction of his eternal home." The eight pyramids which 
surround ancient ~Iemphis, the principal seat of the mysteries of 
l-;is and Q::;iris, communicated with the twelve temples which are 
fouhd in this Yast city. Of this group of pyramids, three are 
particularly distinguished, which arc the largest in Egypt as they 
were the last which were constructed. At ~Ieroe, the ancient 
seat of the pri~st~ of }Jgypt, are to be seen a group of twenty
four pyramids, the magnificence and im_lJosing simplicity of which 
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exhibtt' a degree of elegance very superior to the pyramids of 
Ghizza.. In Ethiopia, at N ouri, may be seen a group of thirty-five 
pyramids; at Dhibbel-el-Barkal, capit:.al of Ethiopia, another group 
of seventeen · and at Dhel-Bellal, the remains of a group of fort.y 
pyramids. 

21.-Hermes. 

The Egyptian priests inform us that Hermes, in dying, s:tid: 
'Until now I have been exiled from my true country, to which I 

am about to return. Shed no tears for me. I t·eturn to that 
celestial country whither all must repair in their turn. There is 
God. 'fhis life is but a death." (See Chalcidius in 'fi mreum.) 
Now this doctrine is precisely that of the ancient Bhuddists or 
Samanecos, who balieved that at certain periods impersonations 
of deity would be sent to earth to 1·eform man, withdraw him 
from vice, and teach him the wny of salvation. 'Vith such a 
dogma spread over India, Egypt, Persia, and Judea, we can easiiy 
perceive how readily its believers could accredit the appearance 
of such au impersonation did he appear at the proper tirue . 

. 22.-S!Jbils. 

This was the ancient name signifying prophetess, given by the 
Greeks and Romans to those women to whom were attributed 
knowledge of the future and divine inspirntion. l\luny temples 
had their sybil or oracle; for, wherever the priests had establi:;hed 
their colleges, they found it necessary to engage these persons, to 
strengthen their power and augment their influence among tho 
people. The vital or physical force to which we gire the name 
of animal magnetism was better known to the magi priests of 
Chaldea and Egypt than it is at present among us. It was to tho 
study and application of this occult. science to which the priests 
owed much of their great reputation; fbr they enriched their 
astronomical knowledge with the addition of botanical, medical,. 
chemical, and anatomical knowledge, from t.he revelations made to 
them by their sybils. 

The Essenian priests, whll were intimately connected with an
other sect, called Therapeutes, resident in Egypt, anJ who formed 
the connecting link between the Egyptians and the Hebrew~, as 
the Essenians continued the affiliation between the Jews and the 
Christians, wit.hout doubt initiated Jesus Christ, who was educ;tted 
by them, into this sublime science, and thus can we explain how 
he wrought many of the miracles attributed to him iu the Scrip-
tures. · 

The sybils of antiquity who were most celebrated were tl10~c of 
Ionia. and Italy. It is said that this las~, to whom are gh·en 
different names, came to Rome in the reign of Tarquin the eld~r, 
.and sold him the books (Sybilline leaves), in which were written 



.. 

I 

NOTES. 403 

the future of Rome and_ tl1at he deposited them in the capitol, 
confiding their c<tre to two priests named Duumdrs, who~e number 
was subsequently increased to fifteen. Therein were found, it is 
said. some very useful revel::ttious. The Sybilline leaves wert 
destroyed at the burning of the capitol, which took place in the 
time of Scylla. The 8enate, immediately upon the loss becoming 
kfiown, sent into the citieS of Italy und Greece to gather up snell 
of the predictions of the Sybils as could be found, for the pnrpose 
of making a new collection; but this afforded an opportunity to 
fabricate many, and ft·om that cause the Sybilline books fell into 
di~repute. The h1st collection was burnt in the year 399, by 
Stilicon, general of the Arcadians. 

23.-Tite Avenues of ~rltebes. 

At Karnak, a village that is built upon the west bank of the 
Nile, mny be seen the most imposing monuments at present extant, 
where once stood ancient Thebes. The approach to these monu
ments, in coming from Luxor, is announced by the remains of a 
flagstone pavement which unite the edifices .of K:nnak witb those 
of Luxor. This ilVenue, more than a mile long, was once deco
rated, on the right hand nnd on the left, with one thou~and two 
hunJrcd sphinxes and Rix hundred rams. cut in gt·anite, and con
ducted to a m;l~nificent temple, fl'om which two other ranks of 
sphinxes reached to the greater and lesser temples at tbe south, 
the ceilings of which were supported by some hundreds of columns, 
seventy feet in height. 

' 
24.-Sttbterranean Oities. ~ 

In ancient E~ypt there were entire cities under ground which 
have been diseovered during the past centuries, :and :tccounts of 
them imparted to us. A chain of limestone which bot·tlers the 
Nile, protected the works of these subterranean citie~. aml the 
tumulary marvels hidden in th~ necropoli of Thebes autl ~Iempltis 
equal the sunlit masterpieces of Egyptian c1rt which rest upon the 
banks of that river. ' 

The underground pass::tge of the great pyramid, not far from 
~IPmphis, communicates with immense inclosures, wherein may be 
found delicious g51rdens, wberc priests and priestesses reside with 
their families, includin~ all the population necessary for the sen·icc 
of the mysteries. T hese subterranean residences and their sur
roundings, which are nearly six miles in circumfct·encc, communicate 
with the seven other pyramids and the twelve temples which en
viron the city. 

25.-Jelwvalt. 

T his word, as here spelled, is uuknown to any Asiatic Jew or 
aboriginal Arab. Its origin even 'lmc1g Europeans, who 1la,·c 
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sanctified it, is neither clP.ar nor authentic. 'Vhen tran~cribed 
into the letters of the Arab alphabet, the sound of the four letters 
which express the name is ialwnah, or ya-l10-wa-hoh. Doctor 
Robert \Val ton , one of the most learned and rational biblists who 
has written upon this· matter, expressly objects to the pronuuciatirm 
Jehovah, as unknown tt' the ancients. He states that "the editors 
of the Bible have had the audacit.y to fa.Jsify even the manuscripts 
in this part b ular; as, for instauce, in· the eighth P~alm, when 
.Jeremiah says that he will read the name of the Lord in a certain 
manner, the editors lu1ve put the word Jeltovah, when the mauu
script obliges Ft·obenius to give the word Jao." 

It appeurs that it was the German theolog-ians, the first disciples 
of the Rabbius, who gave involuntary place to this reading, by 
their j and u. 

The Greek, Philo, translator of the Phenician, Sanchoniathon, 
concurs with Diodorus of Sicily, Stra bo, and other authorities, 
wheu he says that the god of the Hebrews was called Je.uo, as we 
learn from .Eusebius, in his "]~vangelical Preparation." It is 
evident, then, that the Hebrews never knew this pretended name, so 
emphatically styled J eho\'11 h by our poets and theologians; and they 
have to pronounce it as the Arabs of to day, iehouh, signrfying to 
be, the essence, existence, the principle of lite. Their word jdwuh, 
theretore, is equivalent to our paraphrase ]Jim who -is himself, the 
Existing Being. 

If the word jehouh had been deprived, nccording to the genius of 
the Greek language, or the two h letters, it would . have remained 
.foh, base of yrm-piter, or jou-pater (jou, generator: essence of lite). 
You-piter (Jupiter) was regarded by the Egyptians, according to 
l\lanethon, a priest of .:\lemphis, as the father, the generator of 
living bein~s. The ~od of l\loses, J 'ehouh or Jehovah, and whom 
he c;llled thr~ soul of the world, is no other than the You-piter of 
the Egyptians. 

26.-Tyre. 

According to the chronolo~y of' Herodotus, there w:1s a temple 
founded to the Pheniciau Hercules (the sun) iu the year 2760 
B. C., at ancreut Tyre, upon the rock tiwing the island upon which 
the city stood some thirteen huud1·etl years afterward. ~rhe ancient 
citl. destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar in tlae year 572 B. 0., was re· 
bUilt a few years after by the remnant· of the Tyrian people. 

21.-The Jews Driven from EJypt. 

According to 1\Janethon, the E~yptian priest priovously quoted, 
"the ance::;tors of' the Jewish people wet·e a mixture of divet's cla~ses 
of men, among which were even Egyptian prie~t~, who, from cau:-;e~ 
of impurity, canonical defilement, and especially for lepn\~y, were 
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by ~ommand of an oracle, expelled from Egypt by a king named 
A h

. ,, 
rneuup ts. 
In Exodus it is stated that. many strangers followed Israel out 

of Bgypt. 

28.-The Pentateuch. 

A crowd of circumstances tend to prove that l\Ioses was not the 
uuthor of the Peututeuch, as the:;e books have come to us. Ilel
kiuh, the high priest, who, under the reign of the youug king Jo
siah, made tbis kiug vf eight years old, aud also the Jewish people, 
believe that he had found the book of the law in the temple of the 
Lord, is, iu the sense that be collected and arranged these books 
aud pref.tced them with a cosmogony, the real author of them as 
they were presented to the Jewish king, priests, and people. About 
thi:; time, it will be noticed, the Jews had generally abandoned the 
wor:;hip of the true God for the worship of Baal (the Bel us or sun 
of the Uhaldeans), and the high priest <:onceived.the project of re
an iwatiug the uutional spirit by resuscitating the luws of ~loses, 
comprised in the four books coutainiug the precepts, corumand
meut3, prohibitions, rites, and ordinances which cou~titute that 
law. lt was the mode then to have cosmogonies explanatory of the 
orig: n of all things, a~ WP.ll of nations as of the world itself, aud 
ea<.:u people bad their sacred books, commencing with a cosmogony. 
The Ureeks bud that of Hesiod, the Persians that of Zoroaster, the 
Pheniciam; lhat of Sanchoniathou, the Hindoos had their Vedas 
a ud J!ouranas, and the Egyptians had the five books of Hermes. 
Helkiab desired to give to r.he Jewish people a book that would 
serve as their stuudard, and, so to speak, to promote national con
cord, he believed it necessary to arrange a cosmogony. Both by 
nature aud eJucatiou Helkiah ·wus peculiarly fitted for this work; 
his people, originally Chaldeun, had preserved many traditions, and, 
like hi:s ugent, J erewiah, he had a political preference for Chaldean 
trad.tiou. He therefore adopted, with modifications, the Babylon
i~h tosmogony. Here we observe the true source of the remarkable 
re . ..:t>wul .. mce which the hist01·ian Josephus, as also all the ancient 
Cht·istiun fathers, have noticed between the first twelve chapters of 
Genesi~ and the Chuldean antiquities of Berose. 

Thet e is another portion of the Jewish history no more worthy of 
credence, as it is gtveu in sub~equent books; this is \'i hat is called 
the Buok of Judges, covering frow 1551 to 1080 B. C., and the 
Bou~ of Joshua, which afford us so vague a record of the history of 
this time, when contrasted with the exuct details of the Buoks of 
Kin~s, that we can not deterwine but that, previous tv the appear· 
~nee of the high priest, or prophet, Elias, the history of the J cw~ 
is broken, dissolved; that aJI is uncertain and confused, and that 
their annals really go back no further than 1131 B. C. So much 
is this the case that 1t is impossible t.o deterwiue within twenty or 
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tlairty years when l\loses died, and that it is only permitted by a 
reasonable calculation of probabilities to fix the date of that e\'en' 
at from 1450 to 1420 B. C. 

From this condition of their history, it naturally results that if 
the Jews had no exnct notions of the time which elapsed between 
l\Ioses and }~lias, nor of the time of the sojourn in Egypt-for 
nothing is clear in this regard-how could they pretend to have 
better knowlet1gc of the time pre,Tious to their existence as a people 
in Eg-ypt, or, more anterior far, the time wheu no nation cxistetl, or , 
about the time man wus created, of which no testiu,ony existetl, but 
of which their Genesis give us the recital of e\'ents as if the writrr 
had the process passing before him? The Jews say that this was a 
t·eye)ation made by God direct to their p1·ophet ~loses. \Ve 'reply 
that many nations have held to like laugu<~ge-the Egyptian, the 
Pbeniciun. the Chaldean, and the Persian peoples all have equally 
had the history of the creation reYealed to their p1·ophets. In 
our day t.he Hindoos-have presented to our missionaries their Vedas 
and Pouranas, with some p1·eten~ions to au antiquity more remote 
than Genesis or any other of the books nttl'ibuted to ~loses. It 
is true that our leurned biblists l'eject, or at leclst contest the 
authenticity of these books; but the Brahmins, retortiug, use our 
own argumcuts, and contest the authenticity of our Bible. 

The most convincing proof that the author of the Hebrew 
Genesis drew his cosmogony from that of the Chnldeans is afforded 
us by the recital of the details that we therein find of the deluge, 
in comparing it with the text of two fragments, the one of Alex
ander Polyhistor, a learned compiler of the time of Scylla, and the 
other that of Abydene, another compiler, who, Eusebius has in
formed us, consulted the monuments of the l\Iedes aud the As
syrians. That which the Hebrew Genesis recounts of Nouh, or 
Noe , these authorR t·ecount of Zisuthrus; :md it is plain that the 
history, from the be:rinning of the deluge to the account of the 
rainbow, is purely Chaldean; that is to sny, thilt chapte1·s 6 to 
11 , inclusive, are taken from the legends of the priests of thal 

,. nation, of au infinitely remote period of time. 
These texts upon the deluge would afford matter for a volume 

of commentaries, but we will confine our remarks to whnt will be 
necessary for sensible men. The three recitals mentioned are a 
tissue of moral and physical impossibilities; but here simple good 
sense does not suffice; it is necessary to be initiated into the 
astrological doctrine of the ancients to interpret the language 
employed. and to know that the deluges of the Hebrews, Chul
de.ms, Greeks, Persians nnd Hindoos, as having destroyed tho 
world under Noah, Ogyzcs, lnnchu~, Zisuthrus, or Satyavrata, 
are one and the same. physico-ast.ronomical event which is repe:1ted 
every year, and concerning which the principal wonder is the me-
taphurical language in which it is expl'essed. 
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In that language the brent circle of the heavens is called mun
dus, of which the analogue mmulola also signifies, in the Sauscrit, 
a circle, and of which the orbis of the Latins is the synonym. 
The revolution by the sun of this circle composed the year of 
twelve months, and was called orbis, the world, the celestial circle. 
Consequently, every twel \'e months the world was finished and the 
world was begun, the world was destroyed and the world was re
newe~. The time of this remarkable event varied, according to the 
usage of the peopl~Js in commencing their year with the solstices 
or the equinoxes. In Egypt the ye;u began with the ~olstice of 
sumt~er. At this time the Nile exhibited the first symptoms of its 
annual o\'erflow, and in forty days thereafter the water covers all 
the land of Egypt to the depth of fi1ve cubits. This was then, as 
it is now, for that low-lying country, an ocean , a deluge most de· 
s tructi ve in the early times, and before the people, becoming nu
merous and more intelligent, had drained the swamps, and with 
dykes defended themselves from the effects of this o\rerflow. Ex
perience proved to them that a group of stars occupied the heavens 
coincident with the first symptoms of the 1·ise, and this group they 
called the ship or bark, as it indicated that now they must be ready 
to embark; another group was called the dog, and the appearance 
of which. indica~ed that the flow had attained its greatest height; 
:t third was called the crow, a fourth the dove, a fifth the laborer, 
and , not far from him, was the virgin ha1·vester. All these persons 
Nho figured in the deluge of Noah and Zisuthrus arc also in the 
celestial sphere, which was a true table or calendar, of which the 
two texts from which we have quoted furnish a description more 
or less faithful. 

The most remarkable difference between the Chaldean and the 
llebrew recital is, that the one preserves the astrologico-mytho-

. logical character~ while the other is turned into a sense and toward 
an object exclusively moral. In fact, according to the Hebrew 
version-of which there are in the text more than a hunared verses, 
and so well known that it is not necessary here to quote them
the human race, having become perverted, ''giants," the progeny 
of the "sons of God'' and "daughters of men," exercised a1l sorts 
of violence. 'l'hen God repents having made man. He speaks; 
he deliberates upon this subject, and finally he concludes to ex
terminate the whole race, not only of man, but, by the manner of 
their destruction, necessarily of every living thing upon the earth. 
One man, however, he is content to save, because he is a just man 
and worthy of preservation. To this man God makes known his 
design; he announces the coming deluge ; he directs him how to 
build a ship, etc. 'Vhen the deluge has destroyed all else, this man, 
being saved, offers up a sacrifice of clean animals, according to th~ 
law of .Aloses, as announced by him to the Hebrews in the wilder· 
nesa God is so greatly propitiated by this that he promises to 
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make no more delu~es; he imparts to Noah his blessing, some pre
cepts, and an abridgment of the law of 11/o:-;es; he enters into au 
alliance with all living being~, and, as a sign of this alliance, he 
invents the rainbow, etc. All this is represented in other parts of 
the text with some contradictions, viz.: ·it rained forf!J duys-the 
waters remained one ltundretl and fifty days, when the winds blew 
and the rain ceased. . On the fhst day of the tenth month the tops 
of the mountains are visible, and, forty days after\vard, a doYe was 
ent forth, but returns, having found no place whereon to rest her 

foot, etc. 
\Vhat is this recital but a moral drama; such a lesson in conduct 

as might be given to the people by a religious legislator-a priest? 

29.-The Prodigies of lJfoses . 

. Moses, or rather l\Ioushah, according to tl1e true pronuncin.~ion, 
conceived the project of becoming ruler of' and legislator for the 
Hebrew people, and this design he executed with means appro
priate to the circumstances and a force of character very remark
able. His people, ignorant and superstitious as they haYe always 
been, and as were the wandering tribes of the Arabs, believed iu 
magic-a belief that even yet obtains in the East. l\loses is ~aid 
to have executed miracles and prodipes; that is, he proJuced 
natural phenomena which the priests of Egypt, by long study ana 
happy chance, discovered the means of executing. It is impos
sihlc to account by natural means for the miracles which l\loses is 
sa id to have performed; but it is plain that the· wdters who 
described them exaggerated and corrupted the facts, with the de
sign of magnifying the acts of their prophet, priest, and king. 

30.-Dogma of an, Only God. 

1'11e Jews, the Christians, and the ~Iussulmans, founding their 
belief upon the same books, all admit the existence of a first man, 
who ruined the whole human race by eating an apple. 1'he prin
cip:tl difference between them consists in this, that after ha,·ing 
admitted one indivisible God, the Christians divided the same into 
three persons, each of whom they maintained was a God entire 
nod complete, without ceasing to form, \Vith the others, an iden
tical whole. And they m:•intained, further, that this being who 
fill ed the universe, assumed the form of an individual man, with 
a body composed of like perishable materials, without ceasing to 
be immortal, eternal, and iufinite. The 1\Iussuhnans, who can not 
comprehend these mgsteri(·s, notwithstanding they belie\'e iu the 
mission of their prophet. r }ject the Christian doctrine as the fruit 
of an unsound mind ; and among the Christians tl1emsehes the 
disagreement widens by as much as the problems upon which they 

• 
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differ is impossible of demonstration, and inaccessible to the ap
pro:tch of common sen~e and human re<~son. 

Thus. while they udmit that God is an inct)mprchen:,ible and 
unknown being, they nevertheless dispute as to his e:-;sence, the 
cau~es of his action~. aud his attributes; ad111itting his tt·an ~form
atiou in to a human body to be an enigma beyond their compre
hensiou, they di:-;pute about the coufusiou or the distiuction of the 
two uatures: upon the change of substance, or- transubstantiation, 
the real or fancied pre~euce, and upon the manner of the incarna
tion, etc.; and from these differences innumerable sect~ have 
sprung up, and, to the extent of two or three huudred, have 
become extinct, while two or tht·ee hundred others yet exist. 
The lli ble, which is the common authority of all these seats, in 
substance, says that God (after having passed an eternity doing 
noth iug) couceived the design of producing the world out of 
nothiug; and, having accompli:shed this labor and completed his 
creatiou in six day;;, he rested upon the seveuth; that having, as 
the crowning part of' his creation, made a pair of hu mau beings, 
the fi.r:;t of their kind, he placed them in a garden very delicious, 
to the eud that they might be perfectly happy, but prohibiting 
them, however, from eatiug a certain fruit which he placed within 
easy reach of their hands; that this first pair having di:-;obeyed 
this prohibition, all their kind, none of which were yet boru. were 
condcmued to . expi,tte a fi.mlt which, as they had no ex istence, 
they could not commit; that after having allowed the human race 
to be thus condemned during four or five thousand yea•·:-;, this 
God of mercy, gooduess, and justice propo.sed to his ouly begot
ten yet co-existent and well-beloved sou to assume the form of a 
man, by being born of a woman upou the earth, to the end that 
he should suffeL· death to save mau from etel"l.lal death ; that hav
ing accomplished these thin~s, and thus saved all men who bad 
existed upon the earth, from the fa.ll of the first pair uutil his 
death, this ouly-beg-ott.eu son, co-existent with the Father, or
dained, at his last supper upon earth, a plan by which those who 
should be born after his death might 1 be saved, and tor this pur
pose he instituted a sa.cr;~ment, named after that event, aud by 
which a lit.t!e bread is said to compose the body of thi:) sacrificed 
God, and be eudowed, for the bepefit of its consumer, with all 
the eflbacy of the real body, and become the oblation or atone
ment t'ot· the sins of future men. 

Now, is it not enough to upset all ideas of justice or reason to 
admit th,,t a God, just and holy, should have condemned the 
whole human race because a man and a woman, four or five thou
sand years l~efore, ate an apple? \Vas there ever a tyraut who 
made the childl'eo suffer for their parents' crimes? \Vhat man 
c-an atone for the cr imes of another man ? 

The following picture, extracted f'rom their sacred books, proves, 
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in ftlct, that 1t is not God who has made man to his im:-.ge, but, 
upon the contrary, it is man who has made God to that image 
and in that likeness which most satisfies himself aud suits his 
purposes. 

The God of the Israelites, their J ehouh, or J ehovab, as l\Ioses 
distinguished the You-piter of the Egyptians, is, if• we judge from 
the manner in which he is represented in the Bible, a despot, a 
revengeful God, and exte1·minator of the peoples. The human 
race w:.s perverted, and he repents of having created the specieR, 
he speaks, he deliberates, he decides upon a violent means of de
stroying all that has life, thus involving not only the offending 
race, but all others in a common death; he has pity upon but a. 
sin~le family of man, which he saves. After the execution of this 
decision, this same God. who then had entered into an alliance 
with all the living, is stated to have said to the Hebrew · people 
(See Exodus, chap. xxvi): ''I will not exterminate the Canaanites 
before your face in one single year, for fear that the country 
should be reduced to a desert." It will be observed that his 
reason for extermin;lting the Canaanites at all was, that he is said 
to l1ave promised theil' land to the Hebrews. Subsequently this 
samt~ God, through the mouth of their prophet Samuel, on1et·ed 
the Jews to exterminate all the people of Anlillek, sparing neither 
man, woman, child, or beast for food or burden; and why? Be
cause, four hundred years previously, the Amalekites opposed the 
passnge of the Hebrews through their country. Then the same 
God, furious at the temerity of fivo thousand persons who look 
upon the ark of the covenant, strikes them all dead. Elsewhere 
this same God, among many other trifling acts, dictates to .Moses 
the wood with which he shall make the ark; l1e has interviews 
with the prophets, speaking to them in their chambers, and re
penting one day of what he ordered done the dily previous. This 
is the God of the Jews. But where are the witnesses and proofs 
of these things which are alleged and reasserted in the Old Tes
tament? There are none. 

Now, observe what are the <lualities of the God of the Chris
tians. This God was at first a God of peace, goodness, and char
ity . Christ exhibits him to us as a being the .most holy and 
perfect, and, at the same time,. as the most affectiona'te fatl1er of 
all mankind; but Christ dies, and immediately the priest~, who 
preach what they cull Christ's doctrine, change God iuto a def-:pot, 
burning with revenge for man'8 incorrigible wickedness. 'Vhile 
assumin~ to be the succe8sors of Christ, unlike him they preach 
neither liberty, toleration, nor peace; but, in his name, and with 
the emblem of his death upraised in their h1tnds, they have led 
crusades against Arianism, ~lanicheanism, and Protestantism, '.tndcr 
the assertion that the peoples who det(mded and indulged the:se 
doctrin('s were her~tics, aud, consequently, accursed of God. lt is 
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' in the name of their God that the aboriginal people of America 
haYe been extermin:.ttcd, .Mexico and Peru have been conquered, 
nod their inhabitants destroyed; that Aft·ica has been devastated, 
and its inhabitants sold like beasts; and. in the same name, that 
the pric8ts of the " Holy Inquisition, persecuted the sects of the 
Christian church iu Europe until nearly a million of persons were 
de~troyed, over thirty thousand of whom were roasted to death. 

Now take the Koran, and see what is the god of the ~Iussul
mans. Their god, as created by :Mahomet, his prophet, and called 
Allah, is: according to the holy books of Islamism, a god opposed 
in many things to the god of the Jews aud the Christians. 1'his 
god, they say, after having sent t\venty-four thousand propl1ets 
to the nations which had become idolatrous, finally sent a last 
prophet, the most perfect of all, 1\lahomet, upon whom. slwuld be 
impressed the salutation of peace. Then, in order that the infidel 
should not change the divine word, supreme clemeuc.y itself traced 
the leaves of the Koran, and thus it. became immortal, uncreated, 
eternal as the sout·ce from which it emanated ; page by page :tnd 
leaf by leaf~ as it was composed, was it sent by the angel Gabt·iel 
to the prophet, and was entirely delivered to him in twenty-four 
thousand nocturnal vi5'its. l'hese Yisits were announced by a cold 
sweat ~eiziug upon the prophet. That in the vision of a night he 
reached the niueteenth heaven, seated upon the back of the animr,l 
ll11ruk, halt" horse and half woman; that, owing to the gift of 
miracles, he reached the sun without protectiou from the iutensity 
of his li~ht, made trees grow with a single word, filled cisterns 
with water, ~plit the di.5k of the moon in two; and, charged with 
the commission of God, sword in hand, 1\Iabomet propagated a re
ligion the most worthy ot' God by 1·eason of its sublimity, and 
the most suitable for mJn by re:tson of its simplif;ity, since it con
sists of' but nine points, viz.: 1. 'l'o profess the oneness of God. 
2. To recognize l\Iahomet for his only prophet. 3. To pray fiyo 
times a day. 4. 'fo fitst one month in the year. 5. 'l'o go to 
Mecca once in a lifetime. 6. To give the tenth of your property 
to the faithful. 7. To drink no wine.. 8. 'l'o cat no pork. !J. To 
make continual war upon the infidels. By practicing the!'e pre
cepts dnring life, all .Mussulwaus would, like him~elf, enjoy this 
world with great satisfaction, and at their death, also, like him, 
become apostles and martyrs, whose souls, borne in the balance of 
their works, and absoiYed by the two black angels, after having 
tr<1 versed hell, by crossing that bridge which is straight as a hair 
and shari' us a s;lber, would be recei\·ed into a place the most de
licious-a. land fiowin~ with milk and honey-where, embalmed 
with all the perfumes of India and A.t·a by, chaste virgins, celestial 
houris. would minister constantly to their pleasure, and, with them, 
~ontinue forever young. 

Here we behold the god Allah of the Ishmaelites, and the para-
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' dise promised to the believers of his prophet aud those who obey 
his laws, the fil'st precept of which is mUt·der and war. It is under 
the b<mner of' tljis doctrine that, during twelve centuries, its 
fanatical partisans have spread the horrors of war aud carnage 
among the neighboring nations. It is Islamism that has plunged 
the people of Asia, once flourishing and intelligent, into the realm 
of barbarism and ignorance. 

It is thus that these self-styled prophets and priests of God 
have elevated themselves into doctors of the people.5, and opened 
the wnys of wicked'ness and iniquity. Attaching merit to prac
tices inconsequent and, iu fact, ridiculous, their virtue consists in 
gesticulating in ~ertain postures, in the expression of certain word~, 
iu articulating certain names, in eating and drinking certain kinds 
of f()od and drink, and refraining from others. How low are 
man's idt1as · of the most elevated of beings l It would seem, in 
hearkening to the priests of these different religious, that their 
god, whimsical and capricious, eats and drinks like a man ; that, 
iu turn, he loves and hates, casts down and uplifts; that, weak as 
wicked, he nurses his hate; that, contradictory as pedidious. he 
sets snares for the unwary; that, after permitting evil, he punisl1es 
it; that, foreseeing crime, he permits it; that, a venal judge, he is 
propitiated by bribes; that, an imprudent despot, he makes laws 
which he immediately revokes; that, ferocious tyrant, he holds or 
confers his favors without a cause, and bends but to the strength 
of mean ness I 

Now that we have seen, as exhibited by their priests and 
• prophets, the God of the Jews, of the Christians, and the l\Iussul

mans, let us examine him who is re,·ered by Freemasons. Here 
is their idea of a Supreme Being. From at first they h<\Ve called 
him the Grand Architect of the Universe, refrarding the universe 
as that house not made with hands, eternal in the hea\·ens, and, 
conformably to this idea, they comprehend under this denomination 
a universal and eternal intelligence, gifted with all power, all 
science, all love; ruling the worlds and the bein~s which compose 
the universe by regular and uniform laws to t.he close of their 
existence. It is this God , that tbey reverence as the Only ~laster. 
who is seen and made manifest in all the wonders of' his works, 
which they behold amazed; ~nd, as the author and father of all 
men, he ~ives to all intelligence and life. Thus regarding the 
Supreme Being, the religion of l\Iasonry can be but a summary of 
human wisdom-of all those perfections the practice of which 
render man nearly divine; and it is, in a word, that universal 
morality which attaches to the inhabitants of ·every country-to 
the man of every worship. This morality is more extended and 
more universal than that of any national religion , for these, always 
exclusive, class those who do not believe uor worship at thnir 
shrines as unbelievers, as idolaters, schismatics, sectarians, and 
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infidels, while )fasonry sees nothing in religionists of every kind 
but bretlu·eu, to whum she opens her temple and admits them, 
to be therein freed from the prejudices of their country or the 
errors of the 1·eli~iou of their iathers, by learning to Jove one 
:.lllother, and to sustain each otler. Beuring on high her torch, 
~he would have it shed its pure beams to enlighten and not t.o 
destroy ; but while she flies from error she neither hates nor 
periecutes: her object being, in fiue, to blend the whole family of 
ill<lll iuto one baud of' brothet·s, "Gnited by love, science, and labor. 

Tbis being the true :Masonic doctrine, it becomes necessary that 
masonry should open its temples to all men-to the Jew as to 
the Mohammedan, to the adorer of BhuJcla or ~~ot a8 to the 
adorer of God in Christ; and this without seeking to identify 
itself with the rites of any of these religiouists, or to follow the 
standard of any prophet. "'ithout permitting herself to descend 
to such an adoption, Freemasonry can select from their be:st doc
h·iue!', and cull from their commandments all that conforms to 
the rule of her existence; that is, the practice of universal morality. 

31.-Tlte Worsltlp oj llte Stars. 

The worship of the sun lws f!LVen to the Jewish and Roman 
Catholic priests the tonsure, which represents the disk of the sun, 
of which the stole is the zodiac, nnd the chaplets are the e1ublems 
of the stars and planets; the miter of the p0ntiff, together with 
the crozier and mantle, are those of Osiris; and the cro:;s, the 
mysteries of which are extolled without being understood by the 
priests, is the cross of SerHpis, traced by the hand of the Egyptian 
priests upon their symbolic plan of the world, which, passiug by 
the equiuoxes and the tropics becomes the emblem of the resur
rection a ud a future life. 

32.-The Essen,tans. 

This religious and philosophic sect, of which Christ had been a 
member, was composed of learned Jews who lived in the form of 
a society similar to thnt of Pyth:tgoras. Lo~e of labor, suhriety, 
loye of truth, the absence of all oaths, fidelity. loYe of peace, hor
ror of violence, complete equality iu all social relations, property 
in common, (of which the first Christian community of Jeru:;alem 
affords an example,) or, at the least, disinterested aid afforded to those 
members who were in need; in generul, love to God and man, 
made runnifest by iateuse honesty-these were the principles 
which distinguished the Essenians. It was in this celebrated 
')Jhilosopbical seet that, among numbers of ancient traditionsl that 
of a future savior-a great mediator who would reestabliRh the 
nntion in all itg ancient glory-was conserved and priueipally 
pror:tgated. This prediction was founded as follows : 
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After the Assyrians had destroyed the kingdom of Samaria, 
some prudent persons, for~seeing the same destiny for Jerusalem, 
predir:tcd and announced it, and their predictions had all the ap
pear·ance of prophecies. 'fhe hierophants, in their enthusiasm, 
had conceived a kingly liberator, who would reestablish the nation 
in its nncient glory, and the Hebrew people again become a 
powerful people, conquering and to conquer, with Jerusalem the 
capital of an empit·e . coextensive with the whole earth. 

]~,•eub having realized the first of these predictions, viz., the 
ruiu or Jerusalem, t.he people attached to the second much more 
implicit belief than accorded with the event.; and the affiicted 
Jews looked with au impatience corresponding with their need for 
the coming of that victorious king and liberator who should re
build the nation fashioned by ~loses and reestablish the empire 
of David. 

Otherwise, the sacred mythological traditions of the previous 
time had spread over all Asia an entirely analogous dogma. 
They had spoken of a Great ~!ediator, a final Judge, a future 
Savior, who, as God, kiug, and legislator, should bring the golden 
age to earth, deliver his empire from evil, and render to man the 
reign of blessing, peace, and happiness. These ideas found place 
in the hearts of the people the more as they becnme oppres~ed 
by successive devastation and saddened by the barbarism of their 
despotic governments; and this conformity between the oracles of 
other nations and the prophets of their own excited the attention 
of the Jews. There is little doubt that those prophets had been 
artful enough to calculate their events after the manner employed 
in the pagan mysteries; for in Judea general attention had been 
attracted to the coming of a final savior, when a singular circum
stance determined the period of his advent. 

It was written in the sacred books of the Chaldeans and 
Persians that the world, composed of a total revolution of twelve 
thousand,! was divided into two partial revolutions, one of which, 
the age and reign of good, terminated at the close of the first 
six thousand, and the other, the age awl reign of evil, terminated 
at the close of the second six thous:wd. lly these recitals, tlu~ 
first authors had extended the annual re,·olution. of ~.!te celestial 
orbit ca.lled the world, and the two syl:itcmatic periods of eacb 
year: viz., winter and summer, each divided into six thousand 
parts. These expressions, in which the tlwusands were taken in 
the sense of years, instead of parts, and the whole taken in a 
literal filth;;r than iu an astrological sense, together with the £,ct 
that in these latter days the Jews were uu happily situated, suh-

--------------------------------------------------------- · 
1 This: it will be rcmemhe1·ed by the reader, was the division of the zotlin.c 

of Zol'O:l~ter into twelve thousands; or t .. ~~,e months, of a thou~nud pn.t·ts 
each. 
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ject to and severely t:sxed by the Roman power, induf:cd them to 
believe that the age of evil was aLout to clos~. and be succeeded 
by the age of good. 

Now, in the c:tlculations of the Jews, thev commenced to count 
their fil-st six thoqsautl years from their (fictitious) cre<ttion of 
the wm·ld. This time was certainly about to close, nnd this co
incidence produced au agitation in the minds of leading men 
amoug them. They till ked of nothing but the approaching time; 
they intcrt•ogatcd the hierophants and their mystic books; they 
expected the advent daily of t1t:tt restorer of their ancient great
ness. J csus Christ, educated among the Esscu ians, appea1·s and 
prenches his doctrine. It is not satisfactory to those in power; 
he is arrested: tried, condemned~ executed. After his death, his 
disciples and partisans, deprived of their chief by an incident., 
true, without doubt, ~n\'e place by their recitals to a rumor which 
gradually grew into a history, and imwedhttely all the circumstances 
of the mytholog-ical traditions ha\'C place, nnd afford us a system 
authentic and complete, and which we can not doubt. 

These mythological traditions set fol'th that, "In t!te beghwing 
a woman und a ·man .having, by their di='obedience and cou:;crpiCnt 
fall. intt·uduceu sin into the world." (Take an ancient celc~tial 
globe, aud follow the explauation.) Here we perceive the nstl·o
nomieal filet that the vir~in harvester ~lnd the cowherd (Bootes), 
occupyioi! positions obliquely to the equinox of autumn. seem to 
deliver the heavens to the constellation of winter, and, t;alling 
under tbc h01·izon. iutJ'oduces iuto the wo1·ld the genius of e\'il, 
Ahrimaue. symbolized by the constelhttion of the serpent. 

The traditions contiuue: a That the woman, haviu!-' titlleu, se
duced the mau ;,. and, iu fact, the vi1·gin, Jc~cending first, seems 
to dl'>lf! Bootes toward her. "That the woman, lwlding him, pre
$(,"7lls /u·.n with fruits beautiful to look ·upon aml good to eat, and 
whic!1 impart the kuowledge of good and evil;" and, iu fuct., tho 
virgin holds in her h<md a branch of fruit, which she seems to 
be extending toward Bootes, while the bough oa· branch, embl~m 
of autumn, placed in the zodiac of .Mithra. upon the frontier of 
winter and of summer, seems to open the door and bestow science, 
which is the key or good and evil. 

'l'he traditions continue: "That this couple !tad been chased fronl 
the cete.~~ial gordeu, and that a cherubim, with a flaming sword, had 
been placed at the gute to keep them from returning;" aud, in 
fact, v. hen the virgin arid Bootes full under the horizon, T'erseu1 
rises upr_,n the other side, with a sword iu his h:and, and seemingly 
chases them fl·om the heaven of' summer, the garden and rcigu of 
fruits ~n.d flowers. 

The tra~itions continue: ''That of this virgin would be bor'l
put fo-:th o. shoot-an infant who would crush the l1ead of the 
serpP.at, :tD.J who would deliver the world from sin;" ttnd by 
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this figure they designated the movement of the sun, which, in 
fact, at the tiiue of t.he summer solstice-at the precifo\e moment 
when the ma~d of the Pcr::;ians cast the horoscope of the new 
year-is found resting_ in the bosom of the virgin and obliquely 
with the eastern horizon, and which, on this account, was symbol
ized in their astrolo~ical pictures under the form of a suckling 
infant resting in the bosom ot' a virgin, and became afterward, at 
the equinox of spring-time, the ram or lamb, cC'uqueror of the 
constellation of the serpent, which at this time disappears from the 
hcavens.1 

These mythological traditions further state: ~'That in his in
faucy, this restorer, of divine or Cf.'le.r;tial nature, lived humble, ob
scure, cast down, and indigent;" and thus may be seen the sun of 
winter low in the horizon, and the first of these four ages or 
seasons, winter, a time of consequeut obscurity, want, fasting, and 
privations. Further: ~·That, put to death by wicked ones, he 
was gloriouslg resurrected; that he went up from hell to hr.a,vcn, 
where he reigns eternally;" and thus they retraced the way of the 
sun, who, closing his career at the solstice of winter, while Typhon 
ruled and the angels rebelled, be seems to be put to death by 
them, but immediately after reappearing, he mouuts toward the 
vault of heaven, when) he remains. 

Finally, these traditions, in citing the astrological and myRte
rious uames of this infant, say that he was sometimes called Oris
that is to suy, the preserver-and sometimes Jesus. Can a closer 
analo~y be traced b3tween the leading features of two accounts of 
any event which has ever had place than this which we have just 
rccouuted, when compared with the Scriptures detailing the birth, 
life, aud death of Curist? 

Like Osiris, Adonis, or l\Iithra, Christ came upon the earth to 
destroy death and darkness, a.nd, like them, he wc1s born on the 
2iJth ot' December. 'fhis is the solstice of winter, the moment 
when the sun passes from the inferior to the superior sigus; and, 
in the cmnnogony of the ancients, he enters 'ra.urus; but, by reason 
of the precession of the equinoxes, he began, about the year 330 
before the birth of Chri:st, to enter by the sign of the ram or 
lamb, and through which he opened the year effectually at the 
time wheu Christ appe.trcd preach in~ hi::; doctrine in Judea. Thus 
Christ calls himself the lamb who removeth the sins of the world. 

'Vith the sphere ot' Coronelli in his hand, let. the reader now . 
observe what takes place at the time of the birth of Christ. 

On the 25th December, to a minute, the sun is at Cttpri.corn, in 

1 In the l'xpln.nn.tiou ot· che Persin.n splH~re spoken of by J3en-Bzril.1 in the 
Poetical /leaven ot' Bl:Leu. p. il, occurs this S('ntence: "1'he first ~:~qn;\.J·e rep
resents this beautiful viq~in with long h•til·, SC;t.ted ou n louug~, with two 
swo1·ds i u one ll't.ntl, suckling au infant, called Jesus by some nations and 
Chl'ist iu Grcek.11 
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the ~table of .iEgeus, son of the sun; at the hight:st meridiana} 
point is the ass of B.1cchus ·and the crib or manger; behind him 
is the water bearer or cherubim; before him is the eagle of St. 
John. In the superior hemisphere is the bull and the celestial lion; 
in the east the virgbt reposes, holdin~ an infant in her arms, nnd 
under her feet 1s the dragon. N enr her is Bootes, the foster
father of Horus, and near him Janus, with his key in his hand 
nud mounted upon his ship-chief of the twelYe months .JannR 
nrr-:ars; nn<.l upon the same line, toward the horizon, is the star 
Nt·ph"n. The larnb is couchin~, and in front of him is that con
stellation compo~ed of three beaut1ful stars which Christian astron
OWt!r~ call the Alagi. 

This is the condition on the 25th December in the astronomicai 
cosmogony. In tbe Christian cosmogony, upon the 25th Decem· 
her, at the snme moment, Christ is born of a virgin, in a stable, 
between an ox and an ass; he is laid in a manger, and is called 
Jesus, because he is to deliver his people ; then an angel appears, 
who aunounces the birth of Christ, whom he styles Lord; on the 
eighth day he is called Savior; near J esus and his mother is the 
foster-father Joseph, the carpenter. Upon the next day is cele
hrated the feast of St. Stephen by the Catholic church, and upon 
the tluy following that of St. John the Evangelist, whom the 
sucred hooks repre~ented accompanied by an eagle. Peter, chief 
of the twelve apostles (months), is represented carrying the keys 
of heaven, and, afterward Jesus is known as the Lamb of God 
who redeems the world. 1'he analogy, it will be observed, is 
striking. Let us complete it. 

No sooner is Christ born than three kings, or magi, guided by 
the star in the East, come to salute and bring him presents, 
which, according to immemorial usage were con~ecrated to the 
sun. Three months after the solstice of winter occurs the solstice 
of summer, viz.: on the 25th of l\lurch. At this instant the sun 
triumphs, and day and night becomes of equal length. At the 
moment when Gabriel, upon this day, salutes ~Iary, in the Chris
tian cosmogony, O;:;iris, in the Egyptian, was reputed to salute the 
moon, to the end that she might fructify the earth. On the 24th 
of. June, feast of St. John, aud precise period of the solstice of 
summer, St. J ohn the Baptist should have baptized Christ to fit 
him for his work. This St. J ohn-the Latin Janua means gate or 
door-hns his peer in the St. John of the 27th of December, 
"'ho~e feast opens the solstice of winter. Here it is plain that the 
St. J ohus are no other than the Janua inferi and Janua creli of 
the Romans, the doors to the inferior and superior places. These 
are, in fact, the two precise points when the sun, l1aving arrived 
at the culminations of his ascending and descending cour~es, pass 
from the superior signs into the infericr, and from the latter return 
into the former. 

27 
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'Ve come to the death of Christ. Following the E-rangelists, it 
took place ou Good o1· Holy Friday; nn<l he arose three d<tys after
wnrd. l1'rom the 25th December, the sun havin~ cnterc<l the su
perior signs, remaius insensible to our horizon until the 21st l\Iarch. 
\Yell , at that in8tant., upon the 25th 1\Iarch, when he crossed the 
liuc, wns celebrated by the Jews tlie feast of the Passover; fo1· theu 
this fea st was not as it is to-day, a moYeable one; on the contrnry, 
it occurre<l in,·aria bly at the instant of the vernal equinox. Now 
equinox signifies CfJUal days as ni~hts; for during the three <lay:; 
which elapse fl·om the 21st to the 2jth l\Jarch, the nights over all 
the earth are of' equal length with the <lays-before the 21st the 
nights are longe1·; ufterwar<l they :ue shorter. The same phenom
enon occurs at the autumnal equinox. At these two periods of the 
year the equator is touu<l perpendicularly under the sun . 

Now what is the result of this examination? That the disciples 
of Christ ha,·e surrouuded his birth, life, and death with miracles 
wl1ich ncYer took place, but which arc, rather, symb olized under 
solar nppcaranccs. That the doctrine of Christ, which is n. sum
mary aud code of all the truths which were kuown at thi s period, 
is similur to that of the Es~cuian school from which he graduated, 
as it is ~imilar to that of the hicrophnnts of Egypt aud the gym
nosophists of India. In a word~ that the Christian religion came 
out from the mysteries of initiation; and that the creation, the gods, 
the angels, the OC('!Urrenccs, dogmas, nud ceremonies, such as we 
find them in the sacred books, nrc nothiug but rescmblunees, more 
or less faithful, of 11tc ancient. gods, nn~ob , dogmas, nnd ceremonies 
of the Br<thmins, the magi! aud the :Ef!·yptian priests. 

During the first three ceuturies of our era the Christian religion 
existed but in ntwrchy au<l chaos. OpitJions :1s fanciful as ridi
culous divided those who nssumed the direction of it, and their opin
ions were sustained by their supporters with fcn·or, :md au abid
ing faith that cnuscd the destruction of myrind8, because they 
were based upon traditions equally as nncient and equally as sacred 
as thos~ which were ofl"ered to replace them. After three huudred 
years the goYernmcnt bccnme nssociatetl with one of these sects, 
~tnd made its doctrines the religion of the State, to the exclusion 
of all tl1e others; nu<l these, consequently~ became heresies an<l th~ir 
holders heretics, to be cursed aud destroyed by the dominant 
party. 

33.-Ckristianitg .. 

This religion, l1twin~ ~one forth out of J udcn, sprc:1<l rapidly 
U_Fon the earth. A t fir:-.t pt·opagated by men whose ou ly object 
was to reform nnd ~implify the worship of nnture, an<l to make 
univer~al moralit~· tl10 basis of that wot·ship, by blottiug out for
ever the numerous and horrible sr.crifices which every-where in-

I 
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u ndn ted the altar3 with blood, 11nder a. solar allegory they exhibited 
a single victim, worthy ot' divinity, immolated each year for the 
presen•a tion nnd regeuer<"ttiou ot' nature. 'l'his religion was sub
Req ueutly peq:.etuu.ted by priests, who altered its simple and natural 
for ms, and substitute] th erefor certai11 mysteries, ceremonies, and 
ab ove .til, assumed a sacerdotal power totally unknown to its firs ~ 
n1ini::;tm·s, the disciples of Chris t , whose only power consisted in 
o.ppc~l~ to the consciences of men. In its primitive condition, 
this re:ig iun f"ormeu the al l e~oricaJ complement to the worship of 
nature-a worship which of itself w~s at first nothing more than 
a gr~llld and beau tiful allegory. 

In the earlie1· times, and after the death of Christ, the priests of 
his rei igion were stt·;m~eJ·s to a11 thought of human domiuion. 
Eutil·ely animated by that idea to which he gave expression in 
the word~, "He who devotes him::;elf most diii~cntly to my service 
here sha.: 1 be greatest in my kingdom hereaftet,': tlH~Y were humble, 
modest, ch:lrit:.tble, and cousta.ut in their enue:t.vors to imbue those 
to whom they pre;tchctl with a similar spirit. Their early meetings 
were devoid of either pip·ade ot· show, being nothing but sponta
neoug reunions of all the Clu·is ti tns resident in any certain locality. 
A. pure untl simple mor.1lit.y marked their t·eligious enthusiasm, and 
excite] even the admit·atioa or their pct·~e:; utol'S. They sllilred 
every thing in comm~n-pt·operry. joy.~, and sotTOW3. In the s:lenee 
of n i; . .d1t they met in secrJt to te.teh and pray. The a.gapes, or fra
ternal repasts, tenuinatcd these mccting-:3 , iu which differences of 
social rauk and po.;;ition were effaced by tlw belief of n p:ttcrnal 
divinity being present. It was thus that Chris tianity prepared 
two change3 which gradu:tl1 y foaud place in tho maunea·s n nd 
customs of" all th ose countries iuto which this religion extended. 
'Vomen obtaiued the rank anti impot·t.ancc to which , as the mothet·s 
of f:uuilies, they are jus tly entit.led; and the slaves, us particip ;~ nts 
at the aJripes, were gradu.tlly elevated above that oppression under 
which one half of the whole humau. race, anterior to the adveut of 
Christi..wity, had bowetl itself. 

3-1.-T!te 11./ysteries Qj Cltristiant.l!J. 

At the beginning Chtisti;wity was an initintion similar to that 
of the p 1gan:;. N oue ·,\'ere admitted but upon \!<'rta.in determi11cd 
conditiuus, Hlld, the.~e c·ouditious complied with, they were rccei\·cd 
and a complete knowlt~dge ot' the doctrine and mysteries cou,•eyed 
to them in three deg1·ees of instruction. The initiateg were, con
scqueutly, divided iuto three clasl':es: The fir:-; t class was compr•scci 
of the lPU.tP:rs, the second ot' the calt·chumens~ or those who, lu vi ng 
taken the fir _, t degree, wet·e in possession of the f!tdinv.mts or t ite 
Chri~tiau doctrine, and t.he third class was compo~etl of the fw't/tj'ul. 
The hearers constituted the novices who, prepa.red by certaiu lH'.!C· 

' 
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tices, and after having listened and assented to certain instructions, 
were initiated into the rudimentary degree, and brou:rht to a knowl
edge of a part of the degrees of Christianity. Having attained, 
in thi:j mauner, to the coudition of a cateclwm,en, the initiate, having 
purified himc;clt' by the practice·of certain ordin;.~nces, was baptized, 
or initiated into tl1e degree of divine gene1·ation; and subsequently 
a k nowle<.lge of the my::steries of Christianity, viz., the iucarnatil)n, 
nativity, passion, death, and resurrection, were conveyed to him, 
auJ this instruction composed his initiation into the class of' the 
fai~llful. The mysteries were divided into two parts; the first part 
was called the mass of the catechumens, and corre~ponded to the 
low rnass of the Catholic Church of the present day, anu the second 
part wag called the mass of the faithful, corresponding to the high 
mass of the same church. Of these mysteries the celebration of 
the holy sacrament of the Eucharist, beyond all others, was heltl 
as the most inviolable secret, and known only to the faithful. All 
the myat~nies and ceremonies \Thich constituted the early Christia.a 
worship are to be found in the worship of l\Iithra, or solar wor8hip, 
and the celebration of these mysteries was likewise called th.e m.aS~. 

35.-Eleusis, Athens. 

Of all the magnificent monuments which ornamented " beautifnJ 
Athens," among those possessing any merit there now remains but 
the ruins of the Pantheon, the temples of J upitcr, Olympus, Th€
seus, the 'Vinds, and Victory; the theaters of Bacchus and Herodus 
Atticus; the gate of Adrian, and the Erechtheum . . 

36.-The Temple of Balbek. 

Balbek si~nifies city of Baal, or city of the sun, and corresponds 
with the Greek term lleliopolis. Of' this ancient city time has 
spared but the ruins of a few temples, which may be seen at some 
distance from anti-Libanus. Of these two are very remarknble, 
being, in their dimensions, colossal, and erected with huge stones 
which surpass in the extent of their superficial measurement any 
thing to be found among the monolithic works of Egypt; while, 
scattered about may be found the remains of masterpieces of ma
sonic art. 

31-The Temple of Tadmor (Palm!Jra). 

The edifices of Palmyra surpass in beauty and grandeur even 
those of Heliopolis. According to the historian, Josephus, this 
city was founded by Solomon, who ga~c it the n:une of 'Tadmor, or 
city of' Palms. It is situated in the desert of A.t·abia~ between 
Syl'ia. and the Euphrates. Having fallen into the poss('!'lsion of the 
Romans, it was considerably aggrandized by them, under the rf!ign 
of the Emperor Aureliau (275 A. D.), who ordered the coll~ges 
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of Romnn arcl1itects to construct therein, among other monuments, 
many temples of such surpassing beauty aud colos~al dimensions, 
that they exceeded all of that char;tcter which h.td. e\·ea· Lccu 
erecteJ ~u previous time. 

F1·ow the remains of the temple of Helios it i!) apparen t that 
it \\":I S supported by .fonr hundred UOU sixty-four COlumns, of fifty 
f{:e t high, which sustained the long galleries and porches on either 
side to the extent of seyen hundred feet. Other columns. euch 
composed of a single block of marble, wct·e arranged in four rau k~ 
nnd formed superb avenues. 'Vestwardly is found another temple, 
which is connected with that which has been described by a lon•r 
::>treet of columus, making, as it were. a co.ntinuous temple, or tw~ 
temples counected by a colonnade, which it is evident, contained 
in :ell one thousand four hundt·ed and fifty columns of from forty 
to fifty feet high eacb, something over a. hundred of which yet 
exist in more or less perfection, and brokenly mark the outlines 
of this magnificent work of art. These ruins have been known 
to European travelers since 1691. 

38.-Janus. 

""'heli the worship of idols was abandoned and that of Christ 
erected upon its ruins, many of the pagan divinities were appro
priated by the priests of Christianity, and became saints, more vr 
less di!5tinguished, in the Christian calendar. For iustauce, D~u
r:ysius merged into St. Deuis, and Bacchus into St. Dc1uc~:ius. 
(}f Perpetua. and Felicitas were made St. Perpetua anu St. Fe!i
city. Saints Rogation, Donatian, ~.,loris and Lucius, also ~t. 
Apollonarius, were all of pagan origin. Of Janus: with his doub!c 
face and bearing the keys, significant of the duty assigued him 
by the Rom~ms-that of opening the inferior nnd superior places, 
otherwise opening and dosing the year-the Christians made that 
Sr,. John who represents the summer solsticial feast, which the 
pagans celebrated on the 24th of J unc, aud that other St. John, 
who represents the winter solsticial te;tst, which the p<lgans cele
brated on the 25th of December. To favor the mechanism of the 
new dispensation, two Saints John, instead of one Janus, became 
nece~sary ; and thus was a saint pro\·iJed for the members of the 
corporation~ of Roman builde•·s, whcu, forsaking paganism, they 
attached themselves to and became members of the Christian re 
ligion. Hitherto, and as pagans, these colle~cs had invariably 
celebrated those feasts, in common with all aucient peoples; and 
the transition from a pagan to a Christian fe~tival was, as we baYe 
shown, made remarkably easy. It was this moti,·e that induced 
the Fraternity to adopt the Saints John as patron saints, and uot, · 
ns is generally suppos~d and declared, because they were the fol'e · 
runner and best beloved of Christ. 
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APPENDIX. 

REOAPITUI .. ATION 

IN the introduction to this, our work, we went back ~o tl10 first 
ages of the human t·ace, to the sout'ce of all religions, to tho 
origin of hieroglyphics and symbols, and to the mysteries of an
tiquity, because not only were many of the truths of the sciences 
which were cultivated in those mysteries transmitted to the colleges 
of Roman builders, but because they were intimately connected 
with architecture, and, in that manner, allied to the history of the 
human race. Subsequently, in unfolding before the reader the 
history of the :Masonic institution in so succinct a manner as we 
have done, we paused, in the recital, but at that period of its de
velopment in England when the college:\ of architects and builders 
were established and consolidated l\rith a particular character, and, 
pure and intact, their original privileges and freedom were guar. 
anteed to. them. In our statements concerning the foundation 
of this institution, and in those concerning its organization, its 
object, its labors, its vicissitudes, and its days of glory, we were 
forced to pass by all that does not really belong to its history; 
for this condition we religiously engaged to comply with when 
we began this our task. Adhering to this condition has been, 
we believe, as well our merit as our salvation ; for, unlike most 
authors who have entered this field of in,·estigation, we ha\c· not 
been befogged by the obscurity that must e\·er attend a search 
for the origin of Freemasonry among the Hindoos, Persinns, or 
Egyptiuns, nl)r have we rendered our history ridiculous by Ol'l1U· 

mentation borrowed from the history, manners, or customs of these 
peoples or, instead of a history, transformed it into a. romatu:e, as 
is commonly done by those who have heretofore produced what 
they arc pleased to offer us as the veritable history of ancient Fre~ 
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mason1y. The road that we have followed was in part already 
npened by many historians, and in pm·suing it, as we have indi
cated, it led us to the cradle of this institution; but until now, 
and it is with some degree of pride we make the assertion, no 
author before us has ever had the courage to approach this vast 
subject, and in treating it historically, deliver it from the body 
of that C\nchantmeut with which they have, on the contrary, sought 
to eu,-e]opc it. 

ln presenting, for the first time in a l1 is tory of Freemasonry, 
the works of this singular association, and in enumerating the 
most remarkable monuments erected by them, from their founda
tion to the sixteenth ceutury, we have constantly followed the 
course of tim~ and events . • 'Ve have accompanied the colleges of 
constructors, the free corporations, and the Freemnsons, into which 
the former successively merged, through and across centuries, 
revolutions, invasions, and international wars; we have traversed 
the ashes of ancient cities and nations, the remains of tht·ones and 
of empires, to the more calm era of the midule ages, wl1en art, and 
that ct·eative spirit of the human mind elevated towards the 
heaven of its lwpes and desires those sublime edifices consecrated 
and· forever the admiration of posterity. 'Ve have evoked from 
their tombs not only the philosophers and civilizers of the aucient 
peoples which have passed from earth, and the sages who have 
enlightened them, but also the statesmen, the warriorR, the pllilos
ophers who have made Freemasonry their boast and their pride, 
and whom, in its turn, Freemasonry has rendereJ illustrious. 

The epitome of the w·orships and , mysteries with which we have 
closed our history, accompanied by the list of tl1e philosophers, 
reformers, and founders of thi8 worship and those mysteries, 
from the highest antiquity, proves conclusively that India is the 
cradle of the human race, and source of all the religions of the 
world; while, nt the same time, these worships nnd mysteries 
present us with a curious museum where are found arranged, so 
to say, in chronological and exact order, the doctrines, ideas, nnd 
institutions of centuries, and among which we discern the origin 
of what we now estimate as our most useful teachin~s. Iu the 
notes which serve to explain and illustra.te these mysteries we 
have extended our quctations and reflections, to the end that 
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Freemasons would have an opportunity of comparing the religious 
ideas which they may possess with those which were held by the 
men who for thousands of years have preceded them ; and also 
for the purpose of accounting to them for the very evident connec
tion which they must see exists between Freemasonry anrt these 
ancient religious beliefs and mysteries. · 

This examination will demonstrate to them that, because the 
~nerubers composing the colleges of builders were initiated into 
the mysteries of Greece or of Egypt, and introduced into the new 
institution certain forms and doctrines borrowed from these mys
teries, it is not therefore necessary to conclude that these colleges 
of builders became the successors of the hierophants of Egypt or 
the gymnosophists of India. If certain truths have been con
served and transmitted to us by these colleges, they otl1erwise 
have no peculiar merit, for the Greek and Hebrew philosophers, 
as also the primitive Christians, have likewise propagated and 
transmitted such truths and many ceremonies. '\Ve repeat, there
fore, that which we have more than once already asserted1 that 
the ancient initiation was instruction in all the then known sci
ence and philosophy, while that which was practiced in the colleges 
was confined mainly, if not entirely, to the study and the scCTets 
of all the branches of architecture. 

l\Ioral architecture, or ~lodern Freemasonry, the issue of the 
1\la::;onic corporations of Britain, is, without doubt, more closely 
allied by its object to the ancient initiations than was that prac
ticed among the colleges of builders; but it can never become a 
school of science and philosophy, seeing that science and philosophy 
ha-ve become the common attainment of all who are now situated 
and disposed to their study. 'Vhile, however, thi., ~c· sition is 
happily denied it, l?rcemasonry should be grander, nior:: sublime, 
than any form of ancient mysteries; inasmuch as while they were 
exclusive and confined to clasl:;es and peoples, it. may embrace the 
whole race of' man, and transform that raC'e into a society of brothers, 
united by love, science, and labor. It is to such an object every 
phase of the Freemasonry of to-day should tend, and for t11e ac
complishment of which each of its initiates should solemnly 
engage his efforts and influence. 



APPENDIX. 425 

The Commandments of the Ancient Sages, a.3 contrasted with 
the Precepts of lll odern Free1nasonry . 

. Havin~ thus retraced the general l1istory of Freemasonrr, we 
do not consider our task completed unless we furnish, for the 
benefit of our younger, and, mr.yhap, some of our older brethren, 
a list of the commandments of the wise men of the past ages, and 
con trast the same with what is known to us as the precepts of .Mod
ern Freemasonry. These precepts. being based upon morality and 
virtue, it is the study of the one and the practice of the other 
that will render a :Mason's life irreproachable. The good of hu
manity being the principal object of ~lasonry, disinterestedness is 
one of the first virtues imposed upon its members; for this is the 
source of justice and benevolence. 

To contribute to the happiness of others; to be humble without 
degradation; to abjure all sentiments of hate and vengeance; to 
exhibit magnanimity and Jiberality without ostentation or dissi
pation; to be the enemy of vice; to render homage to wisdom 
and virtue; to respect innocence; to be constant and patient in 
adversity and modest in prosperity, to avoid all irregularity which 
may stain the soul or dishonor the body : such are the precepts 
which, when followed, will make of every Freemason a good citizen, 
a faithful husband, a tender father, sub~issive son, and true 
brother. 

CO)IllAND::UENTS OF TilE ANCIENT SAGES. 

1. God is eternal wisdom, omnipotence, immutable and supreme 
intelligence. 

2. By the practice of virtue, honor thyself. Thy religion should 
be to do good as a pleasure, and not as a duty. In observing 
their precepts, become the friend of the wise. Thy soul being 
i~mortal, do nothing to dishonor it. Cease not to make war upon 
VlCe. 

3. Do to others that which thou woulrlst desire thetn to do to 
thyself. In submitting to fortune, thou but followest the light of 
tht} wise. · 

4. Thou shouldst honor thy parents and aged person~. Thou 
shouldst enlighten the young anu protect children. 

5. Thou shouldst cherish thy wife and little ones. Thou 
should3t love thy country and obey her laws. 
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6. Thy friend bcin~ to thee as a second self, sec that thou 
bringest no misfortune u.pon him. Thou shouldst regard his 
memory as thou wouldst his life. 

7: Thou shonldst shun false friendships, avoid all excesses, and 
fear to stain thy good name. 

8. Thou shouldst subdue thine own passions and ut.ilizc the 
passions of others. Be indulgent to error. 

9. Hear much, speak little, and weigh well that which thou 
speakcsl • 

10. Forget injuries; render good for evil, and abuse not power 
or authority intrusted to thee. 

11. Thou slwuldst learn the nature of man, to the end that 
thou learncst thine own nature. ' 

12. Seck the truth. Be just. A void idleness. 

PRECEPTS OF 1\lODER:i FREEliASO~RY. 

1. Be just; because equity sustains the human race. 
2. Be good; because goodness enchains all hearts. 
3. Be indulgent; bcc:wse, feeble thyself~ thou shouldst 

with the feebleuess of others. 
4. Be kind; because kindness secures affection. 

,. 

bear 

5. Be grateful; because gratitude is tl1e food that nourishes 
liberality. 

6. Be modest; because pride is offensive to your fellow-beings. 
7. Pardon injuries; because vengeance perpetuates hate. 
8. Render good. for evil ; because in this way you will rise su

perior to the evil-doer and make him your friend. 
9. Be forbearing, temperate, chaste; because voluptuousness, 

intemperance, and sensuality are destructive of thy existence, and 
will t'elHler it m isera b 1 e. 

10. Be a citizen; because thy country is necessary for thy 
secul'ity, thy happiness, and tl1y well-being. 

11. Defend thy country with thy life; because it. is l1er who 
secures thee in thy property, and in the possession of all those 
beings uear to thy heart; but never forget that humanity has 
rights. . 

12. If thy country wrong thee-if she refuse thee happiness, 
and snffer thee to be oppressed-leave her in silence; but never 
trouble 1ter. Su~port. adversity with resignation. 



\ 



428 REMATIKS ON THE VIEWS OF BRO. REBOLD, 

RE.M.ti.Rf(S on the Views maintaineil by Bro. Rebold, 
as exhibited in his .N'otes to his Epiton'lte of the TVor
ships and Jl:fysteries of the .llncient Eastern TV'orld. 

L'\ his explanation of the origin of Christianity, in Not.e 32, Bro. Rebold 
has adoptc}d views not in accordance with the belief of Christians, as 
comprised in the Nicene Creed. He would lead us to believe that the 
accepted legends concerning the birth and death of Jesus can be ex
plained by astronomical data, and that no miraculous intervention need 
attach to those occurrence~-tlmt his birth was but the birth of any 
man; his death that of one who had offended the laws of his country, 
and his life, at least during the term of his itinerant pastorship, alone 
worthy of our admiration, as fruitful with preaching the most acceptable 
to mankind, because expressive of all that can ennoble the human race. 
In this regard, the translation and publication of some of Bro. Rebold's 
"Notes" hn.ve given offense, and a few of those who haYe felt themselves 
offended by Bro. Rebold's views being introduced into a history of Free
masonry, have expressed their dissatisfaction in some of the .Masonic 
newspapers of the country, as also their desire that the circulation and 
sale of the " General History of Freemasonry in Europe" should be sup
pressed by all who think with them, as a book dangerous to the Church 
and subversive of the teachings of the Holy Scriptures. 

To all such brethren, and we believe few but Freemasons purchase 
this book, we would respectfully recommend the fact that the incidental 
allusions in it, expressive of its author's religious belief, can do no harm 
to those who do not believe as l1e does, and certainly they can not be 
regarded as hurtful to any other person. If Bro. Rebold has discovered 
what he conceives to be the true meaning of certain legends, express
ions, and assertions contained in the Scriptures, and denies the existence 
of miracles, he but asserts his own individuality without depriving any 
other brother of that condition, and at the same time, as a historian, he · 
takes his position among the members of that advanced school who, o.s 
to miracles, argue as follows: 

"It is an absolute rule of criticism to deny a place in history tO nar· 
ratives of miraculous circumstances; nor is this owing to o. mctaphys· 
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icnl system, but is simply the dictation of obser,ation No miracle hns 
ever been really prO\·ed. All the pretended miracles near enough to 
be e::tamined are referable to illusion or imposture. If a single miracle 
had erer been proved, \\·e c~uld not reject those of ancient history; for, 
admitting that very many of the last were false, we might still belie'e 
that SO\ne of them were true. Uut it is not so. Discussion and e::tam
ination nrc fatal to miraclee nt the present day, nnd tl1erefore we are 
authorized to believe that those miracles which date many ceuturies 
back, and regarding which there are no means of framing n contradictory 
debate, are also without reality. In other words, miracles only exist 
wl.ten people believe in them. 'l'he supernatural is but another term for 
faith. Catholicism, in yet maintaining that it possesses miraculous pow
ers, subjects itself to the influence of this law. The miracles of which 
it boasts ne,er occur where they would be most effective. \\'hy should 
not this fact be brought more prominently forward? A miracle at Pnris, 
IA>ndon, or Kew York, for instance! performed to the sntisfhction of 
learned men, would put an end to all doubt. But, alas for miracles 1 such 
a thin~ never happens. A miracle never takes place before skeptical or 
incredulous people, who are the most in need of such a convincing proof 
of tbo supernatural Credulity on the part of the witnesses is tlte essen
tial condition of n miracle." 

There is not a solitary e::tception to the rule that miracles are ne,e:r 
produced before those who are able or permitted to discuss and criticise 
them. Cicero, with his usual good sense and penetration, asks, in his 
De Divinatione, "Since when has this secret force disappeared? Has it 
not been since men have become less credulous?" 

In support of the reality of miraculous agency, appeal is made to phe
nomena outside of natural laws, such, for instance, as the crention of 
man. This creation, it has been said, could only have been compassed 
by the direct intei'lention of God; and why could not this interV"ention 
be manifested n.t other decisive crises, and after the deV"elopment of the 
universe? \Vithout n.t all entering upon the domain of theology, it is 
easy to show how defective is this argument. 1 t is equivalent to main
taining that e'ery thing which does not happen in the ordinary condi
tions of nature, every thing that can not be e::tplained by science, or per
formed by man upon scientific or philosophic principles, is n. miracle, or, 
in other words, n. direct intervention of Deity. '\'nile we heartily ac
knowledge that God may be permanently in every thing, particularly in 
every thing that lives, we deny the reality of the supernatural until we 
are cognizant of n. demonstrated fact of this nature. In far distant 
epochs there occurred without doubt phenomena which, on the same 
scale at least, are not repented in the world of to-day. But t-here wns at 
the time they happened a cause for those phenomena.. In geologic:\} forma-
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tion may be mot a. great number of mjnera.ls and precious stones which 
natu:.-e seems no longer to produce. Yet they have all been artificially 
produced hy manufacturers of minerals and precious stones. If life can 
not be artificially produced, it is because the reproductions of the condi
tions in which life commenced (if it may be said over to have commenced) 
nrc beyond human knowledge to attain. 'l'he formation of humanity, if 
we think of it as a sudden, instantaneous thing, is of all things in the 
world the most shocking and absurd; but if it is viewed as tho result of 
a long continued progress, lasting through incalculable ages, it maintains 
its place in general ~analogies without losing its mystery. The law·s of 
natural life arc not applicable to embryotio life. 'l'ho embryo develops 
all its orgn.ns one after another. It creates no more, because it is no 
longer at tho oroati\ro age; just as language is no longer in\'cnted, be
cause the1·c is no more to im·ent. 

But why continuo an argument wherein the adversary but begs the 
question? \Vo ask for a. pro\'en miracle, and are told that such took 
place anterior to history. Certainly if any proof were wanting of the 
necessity of belief in the supernatural to certain conditions of the soul, 
it woultl be found in the fnct that many minds gifted in all other point8 
with due penetration have reposed their entire faith in an argument as 
desperate ns this. 

The objectors to Bro. Rcbold's views are further content to reject what 
nearly all of its readers have acknowledged, to be the most reason·able and 
apparently correct history of tho origin of Freemasonry that has ever Leon 
published, because, in those "Notes," he evinces a disbelief in tho accepted 
legends of the origin · of Christi:"mity. In view of this condition, B.ro. lt 
may exclaim as did John Husson sight of an old woman whom he observed 
perspiring under the weight of a faggot she was drugging to his stake, ''0 
8ancta simplicitas !" Let these good brothers repress their breath and their 
heat, however, for, according to a beautiful expression of Scripture, God 
is not in t!te wind, nor in the fire. If the annoyance which they have e:x:
perieneed, in reading what they object to, proved instrumental in aiding 
the cause of truth, there would be something of consolation in it. Dut 
Truth is not for the angry or passionate man. She resor,·es herself for 
those who, free from partisan feeling, from persistent affections, and 
enduring hn.tos, seek her with entire liberty, and with no mental reser~ 
vation refcn·ing to human affairs. 'fhese problems form only one of the 
innumerable questions with which the world is crowded and which the 
curious arc fond of studyin~; and their introduction into Kotes explana
tory of the Mysteries and \Vorships of Antiquity is certainly not im
proper. 1:\o one should be offended by the announcement of a mere 
theorothml opinion. 'l'hoso who would guard their faith as a trea~mro 
can defend it very -easily by ignoring all works written in an opposing · 
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spirit. The timid would do better by dispensing with rea~ing alto
gether. 

In writing the works which he hns produced, Bro. Hcbolu, it must be 
o.eknowlcdgcd, has been influenced by n desire to find the truth, nnd to 
make the events of the pnst of Freemasonry known with the ~··eatcst 
possible exactness. l n doing so we do him hut justice to believe he had 
no thought of shocking the religious preferences of any one. He hns 
written with no desire to proselytize, except for truth, nntl evidently in 
the com·iction that C\'ery concession made to the scruples of those · who 
had written on this subject before him W<l.S n derogation from the dig
nity and culture of truth. 1 t can at once lJc seen that, when ~ondueted 
in such a spirit, any writer must sink his indivicluality in l1i8 composi
tions. 

The first .principle of the eriticnl school is the allowance, in matters 
of faith, of n11 that is needed, and the adaptation of helicfs to indh·ic.lunl 
wants. \Vhy should we concern ourselves about thiug~ O\'Cr which no 
one has any control? If any person should adopt the principle~ of Bro. 
Rebold, ns evinced in his "Notes," it is because tha.t person has the 1uenrol 
tendency and the culture adapted to those p1·inciples; nnd all that Bro. 
R. or any brother might write durin.; the term of their natural lives 
could not impart this tendency nnd this cnlturc to those who do not nat
urally possess them. Philosophy differs from faith in this: thnt faith 
is beliercd to operate by itself, independently of the intelligence ac
quired from dogmas. Bro. HebolU, on the cont1-n1·y. holds that truth 
only possesses value when the order of its ideas is comprehcndecl. lie 
does not consider himself obliged to maintain silence in rc;.;aru to those 
opinions which may not be 1n accord with the belief of some of his 
readers. He makes no sacrifices to the exigencies of ditTerin~ orthodox· 
ies, but, instead of attncking them, he e\·idently does not allow them to 
influence l1im in any manner. To use his own lan.;uagc (at pp. 4:!:J-4 ), 
he has "extended his quotations and reflections to the end thnt Free. 
masons would hnYc an opportunity of comparin~ the religious iueas 
which they may possess with those which were held by the men who, for 
thousands of years, hnYc preceded them; nn:l also for the pul'pu!:'e of 
o.eeountin;; to them for the very evident connection which they must 
see exists between li'reemnsonry and these ancient rcligiou~ h~liefs nnd 
mysteries" which those quotations and rf\flcctions merely scn·e to il
lustrate. 

The men who belieYc Bro. Rebolcl has offenueu in the first in~tnncc, 
and his American translator in the second, evidently arc un finn iliar 
with the speculative tendencies of Freemasonry, anti do not comprehend 
that such tendencies lead to the study of thnt which those u.cn l•elic'f'O 
should not be questioned. They would repel, yen., exeommunic:atc those 
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who dare to think outside of the accepted groove of their own thoughts. 
The Heavenly Father, upon th~ contrary, only excommunicates the self· 
ish and narrow-minded. The spirit of liberty in the realm of thought, 
like the wind, bloweth where it listeth. 'l,heory is not practice. Do 
those who freely speak when they believe duty dictates equal, after aU, 
in merit, those who in secret cherish and restrain the doubts known only 
to God? 

In the language of an eloquent modern writer,* we say "Peace, then, 
in th"e name of God I J.Jet the different orders of men live and pass their 
days, not in doing . injustice to their own proper spirits by making con
cessions, but in mutu<'l.lly supporting each other. It is well known what 
follows when orthodoxy succeeds in overpowering free thought and sci
ence. Stupidity and mediocrity are the bane of certain Protestant 
countries where, under the pretense of maintaining the spirit of Chris
tianity, art, science, and freedom of opinion are degraded. Lucretia of 
Rome and Saint Theresa, Arist.ophanes and Socrates, Voltaire and Fran
cis of Assissi, Raphael and Saint Vincent de Paul, all enjoyed to an 
equal degree the right of existence in the world, and humanity would 
have been lessened had a single one of their individual elements been 
wanting. f) J. F. B. 

• Ernest Renan author of the "Origins of Christianity, .. etc. 
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