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INTRODUCTION. 

--··---
There is an ancient proverb, which 

1Ve all have heard 0r r ead, 

"Familiar as a household word:" 

((The fools aTe no1 an dead." 

And singular as it ap})ears, 

It cannot be denied, 

That nearly every day, we see 

This truth exemplified. 

And it is equally as strange, 

And equally as true, 

Our nation loves burobuggery, 

So that it's something new. 

But of all the great humbHg~, which we 

Have seen or read about, 

These Spiritual performances 

Surpass all others out. 

Although repeatedly exposed 

As trickery and fraud, 
~ 

Yet there are multitudes who still 

Those fhllacies applaud ; 
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The Last Great Humbug; 
0 R 1 

'Twas in the town of Louisville, 

In the winter of sixty-seven, 

Three men appeared, who cla~med to hold 

Communion with high Heaven; 

To call from the supernal ehores, 

The spirits of the dead, 

Which wonderful phenomena 

Turned many a foolish head. 

One's name was ·w. T. QHuRcH, 

Though no churchman was he, 

A young man, too, of medium size, 

And a medium claimed to be. 

The next was T. 11. CHURCH, Esq. 

The father of the first, 

Who was a healing medium, 

In all diseases versed. 
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Becoming willing dupes of those, 

Who practice every art 

To turn the minds and hearts of men, 

From God and truth apart. 

Of late, our citizens have been 

The victims of a plot, 

Of shameful impositions, which 

Will not be soon forgot. 

How they succeeded for n. while, 

And how they came to woe, 

And how their dupes were taken in, 

The following pages show. 
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The third and last was JENKINs, an 
p 

Ex-minister, and who 
• 

~ 
Was a cadaverous looking chap, 

~ And agent for the two . 
.. 

~ The mission of these three great men •. 

Was trumpeted around, 

1 How they had come to Louis"'illo) 

That Spirits might abound. 
I' 

\ And multitudes ran after them, 

In wild infatuation, 

And swallowed all they saw and heard . 
Of this now dispensation. 

And many men of learning went-

The doctors, lawyers, all, 

The men and women, boys and girls, 

Old, young, and great and small. 

And all tho people were amazed 

At what they heard and saw, 

Believing it as sacred, and 

As true ns Gospel Jnw. 

They bcld their ~o;cnnccs by night, 

In darkness most profound, 

The people sitting hnn1l in hnnd, 

Tho mr.dium ::;trongly bound. 
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.And while they thus in darkness sat, 

The gentle Spirits came, 

And played upon the instruments, 

And called tb.em each by name. 

The spirit of ~imwaukee came, 

An ancient Indian Chief, 

Who died a thonsand years ago, 

According to belief. 

And little Swiss likewise appeared, 

A maiden yo.ung and fair, 

Who played upon the instruments 

(Whenever she was there) . 

\ 

And thus, from night to night, they went 

These wonders to behold, 

And scorned their friends' opinions, that 

They all were being sold. 

They said it was self-oviden t 

The thing was genuine, 

A glorious institution, which 

Wa~ holy and diYine. 

It wa~ a sweet, con:soling thing, 

'l'hoy ~aid, for little SwisH, 

Eneh night, from Ilc~won to co:me Jo,,u, 

And give them etH.:h a kiss; 
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And when they realized the trnth 7 

That they were taken in, 

The way they cursed the mediums, 

Was certainly a sin, 

'Twas mortifying, too, to think 

That each caressing kiss 

Was given by that ugly cuss, 

Instead of little Swiss. 

'Twas very evident, indeed, 

They felt excE;\eding cheap, 

And that they inwardly confessed 

The joke was rather steep; 

Their confidence seemed shaken, too, 

In spiritnal affairs, 

And some declared that it waR one 

Of Satan 'R wily snares. 

Thcy'ct nightly frcq nented the place­

Their money f1·eely paid, 

Relieving that their Spirit friend~ 

Wer(> thcrH (poor foolR) t'LlT:l.y<'d ; 

~-\.nd that, fwm night to night, thcr hntl 

Commnnion witl1 them held, 

.\.nLl cheriRhing the fond belief, 

\Y.ith joy their bosoms ::;\veiled. 

--------------------=-=-=:=:=:::;:::=~ 
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Alas! for transitory things­

For grim misfortune's cup, 

The cherished obiect of yonr hcnrta, 

At last, ha~ bu~ted up. 

Poor, weak deluded mortals, yo 

Our sympathy haYe wakened, 

And ye dcscrYe it, free and full, 

If we arc not mistakcnccl. 

In mourning let your hearts be dra}1C(l~ 

Let solemn chnrch hells toll, 

\Vhile wce1Jing friends ~hall gather round, 

In sorrow to c-oncloh·. 

Tltose Jong-, loug hou1·:-: in dnrknc~:;~ pn~:-::cd, 

Yo never t::tn t•e<.kcm . 

'Vhc '· flroetlbn<:k:;" yc ::-u frorly ~peut: 

IInYc ,·nni~hc<l like a rlt·<'::rn. 

The mcttinm~, nh! wiH n• ~u·e tht•y ., 

Voor .hNKIN~, \\·herl' i:-: he'? 

h1 C:1.:'1tle 'Phoma-.;' gloomy <:ells. 

)[ow pim: the> illn~tl"in11s tht'Ct'i 

J) ,· :--L'ltL~d by tln•tt· to 'lllL'I' t't•it•tHii'­

.:\imwankel', J~ittlP 1'-:wl"s:-: : 

.\Ia:-.! lor hum:111 i't•;lilt,\·, 

Jfow ~ad :1 Wt•t·lrl i:-; thi~. 
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There, martyrs to their fallen cause, 

Their fate they must abide, 

Until, before the Magistrate, 

They are brought forth and tl'icd. 

Unless, perchance, the spirit of 

N imwaukee should come down, 

And break their iron })rison bars, 

And he1p them out of town. 

Thus we will leave the lnck1oss chtt})S, 

To the "big Injin's" care, 

While we agnin assure their dHpcs, 

Our symp:1thy they shnre. 

'Twas on the W ednescln.y following, 

The day was dark and drear, 

Yet crowded was the spacious courL, 

This famous case to hear. 
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At last, the priSO'Qel'S nrrivecl, 

Those devotees to sin; 

The witnesses, then, being sworn: 

Their evidence gtnre in . 

The witness who first took the stand, 

'Vas DR. JoNES, the chief . 
Exposer of the thin~, which brought 

The mediums to grief. 

His lengthy testimony showed 

That he had once believed, 

That ho had held communion with 

The dead, for whom. he grieYcd; 

And that the spirit of his ,·dfc, 

Had to this world returned, 

And daily, more and more, his sonl 

For this eommunipn yearned. 

At last, suS})icion whispered 'Yhnt 

·w ns generally sup11oscd, 

Thn:tn it wns all n. humbug, and 

lie swore 't should be CX]_)O::>ctl. 

'rhcn other witnesses naJcnrcd, 

'Vho gayo their cYidenee, 

W"hich sho"nd 'twas all huml;nggt'ry, 

Performed ln· tho tlefi.'llC'<' . .. 
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Then followed the protounu debates 

Of all tho L . L . D.'::~, 

Which pleased the largo and eager crowd , 

To listen to their pleas. 

Tho ln.wyers did their very best, 

For clients and for Stnte, 

And brought forth telling argu ment::;, 

In logical debate. 

'Twas very late whe11 they were through, 

And it was plain to see, 

With all their eloquence, the Stn.tc 

CoTtld not sustain their l)lea; 

As evidence of which, the Judge, 

With his accustomed grace, 

To tho dofendent's great deli~ht, 

At once discharged the case. 

Tho prisoners' hearts beat high with joy, 

To find that they were free; 

'When, lo! the U. S. ~farshall said, 

c: My friends, you'll go with me." 

So, back to Castle Thomas, they 

Wore sent to stop awhile, 

And gloomy clisn.ppo'intmcnt lurked, 

Where late was seC'n n. smile. 

----:==.:=============-==-==================~ 
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Bnt brief wa!:i their confinement there, 

\Vithin the dungeon's pale, 

For fortunately, they procured 

A friend, who wont their bail. 

Thus ends my touching narratiV"c, 

Of this groat Humbug case, 

Anrl never may tho like again, 

Our community disgrace. 

And, in conclusion, let me giYe 

)Iy readers all a ~1 icc 

(I ask you nothing ftH' i L ti·icn<.b,) 

Of prudical ad·dcc. 

l n fnlnrc, lHlYC no more t.u du 

'nLh Spirit:". If your search i:-:~ 

For lle:wcnly truth, look not fur it 

Among the DcYil ::; C'lmrchrs; 

But turn to the in~]JirC'd page, 

'J'o Hcn~btion, given 

By C:od, which shall conduct yom· :::oub 

'fo h:1ppincs~ antl JJc:JYC'll. 
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