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EDITOR’S PREFACE.

I the autumn of 1864, while residing in London,
engaged in literary pursuits, I received a letter from
a friend in Memphis, Tennessee, a gentleman of
character and position, introducing to me his friend,
Rev. Dr. Ferguson, of whom he spoke, not only with
the warmth due to personal esteem, but in such
terms of admiration as can be applied with truth and
the sincerity which marks his character to very few
persons.

I had never seen Mr. Ferguson. He was not in
Memphis at the period of my brief sojourn there—
his own residence being at Nashville, the State capi-
tal. I had, however, heard and read enough of him
to know that he had for many years occupied a pro-
minent position in the South-west, and had become
famous as an eloquent preacher, and a vigorous and.
independent thinker. I was prepared, therefore, by
his public reputation, as well as by the letter of
my friend, to consider him a man worth knowing.
And I was not disappointed in the expectations I
had formed. Frank, genial, and sympathetic, and
blending in his character and manners some of the
finest traits of the people of the South-west, among
whom he had spent his life, he justified the enthusi-
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X PREFACE.

astic appreciation of those who had known him and
enjoyed his friendship.

The mission on which he had come to England
on this, his second visit, seemed to me, I may con-
fess, somewhat bizarrs and startling. I was a little
astonished to learn that he had come with the express
object of introducing to the people of England and
of Europe certain striking evidences of the existence
of supramundane, or supernatural powers, mani-
fested in the presence of the Brothers Davenport,
and their companion, Mr. Fay, who for a period of
ten years had been, in America, the ““mediums”’ of
various wonderful manifestations.

Having formed an acquaintance with Mr. Fergu-
son, 1t was natural that I should take some interest
in the young men to whom he had come to stand
almost in the relation of a father. I therefore became
acquainted with them, and satisfied myself, by care-
ful observation, of the genuineness of the phenomena
of which they are, in some mysterious way, the pas-
sive instruments. It was then proposed, I forget by
whom, that I should write—perhaps edit would be
the best word for a work of so little originality—a
biography of the Brothers Davenport. It waswritten
from documents placed in my hands, from long
conversations with the two brothers, whose lives I
traced by careful questionings, and the statements of
Mr. Ferguson, and other witnesses, and the reports
of American and English newspapers.

The critics have disagreed, as usual, as to the

-
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merits of the work; one declaring that ‘it could
not have been done better,” and another equally high
authority asserting that it could scarcely have been
worse. In Blackwood, I am the ¢ Plutarch” of an
infinity of “rubbish;” which, if not utterly false,
must be utterly wicked. I have only.to say that a
considerable portion of the volume consists of articles
written by some of the cleverest men connected with
the Liondon dailies, monthlies, quarterlies, and distin-
guished in other departments of literature. It seems
certain, therefore, that the book, whatever its faults,
must have some good work in it. It contains, also,
the testimony of many very careful and competent
observers. - The Tuablet, a Roman Catholic weekly,
while giving me credit for what it seems to consider
an extraordinary amount of moral courage in placing
my name upon the title-page of such a book, admits
its facts, but attributes them to diabolic agency.
The Press, on the other hand, denies the facts, and
calls upon the police for their suppression.

If apologies were as much in vogue as formerly,
I should say that no one ought to incur ridicule or
blame for ¢ the publication of the truth, with good
motives, and for justifiable ends.” This isall I have
done in the Biography of the Brothers Davenport;
and this is all I-propose to do, so far as my
modest editorial function is concerned, in the
following pages. If these ‘“supramundane facts”
are genuine, they must have some value. As a
matter of science, they cannot be safely ignored. If

B 2
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ponderous objects can be moved by invisible forces,
unusual and unrecognized in nature, it is an im-
portant fact in physics. If substances are sometimes
produced, as if by condensation from the atmosphere,
without visible or tangible agents or apparatus, it is
an important fact in chemistry. If there are con-
stantly occurring around us manifestations of unseen
intelligences, the fact is one of the highest interest
in the domain of psychology.

There can be nothing more important to man than
the proof of his own immortality ; and the value of
this proof—the proof of a spiritual existence—
remains gubstantially the same, whether it is given
by high means or low, worthy or unworthy, by good
spirits or bad, by angels or demons. He who spat
on the ground and anointed the eyes of the man
- who was born blind, worked sublime miracles by the
humblest means, and chose the weak things of this
world to confound the mighty. A tablerising from the
floor may give as clear an evidence of supramundane
power—of force guided by intelligence—to those
who observe the fact, as would the removal of St.
Paul’s from its present locality to the apex of Prim-
rose-hill. The terms, great and small, noble and
vulgar, worthy and unworthy, do not properly apply
to the facts of science. The microscope may be as
important as the telescope, and an atom as worthy of
investigation as a planet.

Such considerations as these—a sense of the im-
portance of evidences of the spiritual nature and
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continued existence of man, whatever the nature
of those evidences—induced Mr. Ferguson to come
to England with the Brothers Davenport and meect
the incredulity, ridicule, abuse, and in some cases
violence, which he must have known awaited him
in a country where materialism appears to be the
rule, and a living faith in a spiritual life the exception.
I honour the courage and devotion of a man who
could undertake such a mission. He was sure to
be misunderstood, misrepresented, and vilified. He
should have expected, and I suppose he did expect,
that while the ignorant and incredulous would be
ready to throw mud or stones, the polite would
sneer, and that even those who believed in the
reality and value of the truths he presented, would,
with a few honourable exceptions, carefully refrain
from compromising themselves by unpopular avowals.

I can imagine the sort of tragicomic perplexity
of some Americans in Liondon the past winter, who
had known Mr. Ferguson in Tennessee and Ken-
tucky any time during the past twenty years, when
they read, let us say, the Morning Star or the
Daily Advertiser, to say mnothing of the penny
weeklies conducted by Mr. W. G. M. Reynolds and
other enlightened members of the republic of letters,
in which the preacher and orator they had so much
admired was represented as a showman and con-
federate of a party of Yankee jugglers, who had
crossed the Atlantic to humbug John Bull with
some stupid rope-tying tricks which had been worn
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out in the circus, grown stale in the streets, and
could be seen for sixpence in every music-hall, and
practised by amateurs in every drawing-room.

And this confederate of a party of ““sorry mounte-
banks,”” this showman of vulgar and commonplace
“jugglers,”’
imposture, as represented by so respectable a por-
tion of the English press, could he really be the Rev.
Dr. Ferguson they had listened to so often with
delight, whose learning and eloquence had made
him admired by thousands, and whose fervour and
charity had made him universally beloved; a man
to whom senates had listened, whom states had
trusted, whom universities had honoured—could this
be their Mr. Ferguson, who had the right to put
““ Reverend ’ before his name, and “ A.M., LL.D.,”
after it, and could afford, where he was known, to
dispense, as he habitually did, with all titles, and
stand in simple dignity upon the character he had
won? Yes, it was the same Mr. Ferguson, who
had the courage to accept and become the missionary
of the truth, without very much regard to imme-
diate or even ultimate consequences.

In avowing my own belief in the genuineness of
the facts presented by or through the Brothers
Davenport, and in the substantial verity of the wider
range of supramundane facts contained in the follow-
ing pages, I can claim credit only for that degree of
honest frankness which I think every man should
exercise in his intercourse with his fellow-men, and

out Barnuming Barnum in audacious
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which I also think every man of letters should use
upon proper occasion with his readers. It may be
said that the truth is not to be spoken at all times,
and pearls are not for swine. I also believe in the
fitness of things, and the virtue of a prudent re-
ticence, but I do not see that any man can always
withhold his testimony to important truths, without
mcurring a fearful responsibility. For a conscien-
tious man, it may be an act of greater moral courage
to conceal than to confess a truth, however un-
popular. I trust that there are great numbers of
men who would rather stand alone in what they
believe to be right, than to win the applause of
millions by what they know to be wrong.

In selecting, arranging, and preparing for the
press the statements of facts contained in this
volume, I have thought best to present them partly
in a natural order of relation, and partly in the
order of time, since there are facts of various classes
in single narrations which cannot well be divided.
I have, however, endeavoured to group together
many of the physical manifestations by which in-
visible intelligences have made their existence known
by appeals to the senses. The facts which prove
that invisible intelligences sometimes control the
hands of passive and sometimes unconscious persons
to write, draw, paint, and play on musical instru-
ments, and use their organs of speech to communi-
cate with their friends, and convince them of their
personal existence and identity, or make them speak
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languages with which the passive mediums were
wholly unacquainted, or so act upon their whole
muscular systems as to make them look, speak, and
act like persons whom they had never seen, are all,
as I think, as worthy of the attention of men of
science and thought, as the much disputed sources
of the Nile, or the amiable peculiarities of the
gorilla. And when we find evidences of a watchful
care exercised by invisible beings over mortals, pro-
- tection from dangers, foresight, clear predictions of
future events, and providential guardianship; when
we read of what may be considered as almost miracles
of healing and other works of beneficence, we are
compelled, at least, to entertain the question—
whether there may not be some important uses to
be served in the communications between the visible
and invisible worlds, even if we consider their
absolute proof of the existence of an invisible world
as quite unnecessary, and in view of the teachings
of revealed religion, place no value upon direct
testimony to the fact of immortality.



SUPRAMUNDANE FACTS

IN THE LIFE OF

REV. JESSE BABCOCK FERGUSON, A.M., LL.D.

INTRODUCTION.

OBJECTIONS ANTICIPATED AND CONSIDERED.
BY THE EDITOR.

He who carefully observes and truly reports a fact of an
extraordinary and supramundane character, must expect
denial, ridicule, and abuse, and to be treated, with more or less
civility in the expression, as either a knave or a fool—either a
liar or a victim of imposture. From Blackwood and Fraser
to the penny weekly he may look for every kind of injustice,
from lofty scorn to vulgar billingsgate.  After all, the fact re-
mains, and he who has reported the fact may be none the
worse for this unfriendly criticism.

All this opposition is based upon certain foregone conclu-
sions. Materialists have settled for themselves the laws of
matter, and shut out the possibility of any fact not in accord-
ance with those laws. The Sadducees believe neither in angel
nor spirit. It is of little use to argue with such people; only
solid, coarse, material knock-down facts, appealing to their own
senses, will convince them that there are intelligent forces in
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the universe not subject to material laws, as they understand
them.

There are also objections to the reality of the facts nar-
rated in these pages, made by those who have some faith in a
supernatural or spiritual life, which may be worth consider-
ing. One of the most common is that many of the so-called
spirit communications or manifestations are not in accordance
with their ideas of the character and conditions of departed
spirits.

But their ideas of the conditions and states of departed
spirits may not be true ones. The individuality and identity
of a spirit require that he should be the same person in the
other world that he was in this. 'We do not look for sudden
or even very rapid changes. A fool may not become wise, nor
a bad man good, the moment he gets rid of his body. Con-
sider what the spirit inthe body is, and what it is likely to
be when it has merely dropped off its outward covering.

The world of spirits must contain a vast variety of characters
and conditions. The ignorant savage, or the, perhaps, more
debased helot of civilization, may enter upon a condition of im-
provement and progress, but it would be contrary to all expe-
rience and all analogy to imagine an instantaneous change into
an angelic state of holiness and enlightenment. By the law
of universal analogy, we must conclude that men, women, and
children—the wise and the ignorant, the coarse and brutal,
and the refined and cultivated—enter upon the next stage of
life with the same characters, thoughts, feelings, and all that
constitutes real individuality—the same beings they were in the
last hours of their earthly existence. They are still human,
and do not become, by the act of dying, or by their birth into
another stage of existence, either angels or demons.

One fact in this matter, as elsewhere, is worth a thousand
theories of probability. Nothing seems so improbable to
idealists as the truth. A benevolent man cannot conceive of the
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cruelties he reads of in the police reports. An honest man
finds it very hard to believe in the crimes which are daily com-
mitted. Scarcely a week passes in which we do not read of
some horror, which in a romance would have shocked our
1deas of probability.

A man is shocked at the fact that his departed son, so
cherished and idealized, should rap to him on a table, when,
probably, the last time he ever saw him he did rap on the
table, and did many other things quite as undignified. It
may be a comfort to a man to think of his noble boy, who a
year ago was full of fun and geniality, being a glorified spirit,
solemn and awful, and far removed from all human ideas,
emotions and expressions; but is it natural or reasonable?
Are we to look for such changes, and is the world of spirits,
necessarily, any more solemn and awful than the world of
bodies ? 'We are said to go into the presence of our Maker,
as if we could ever escape from the Infinite.

The objections that relate to liability to deception in regard
to the phenomena of spiritual manifestations are better
grounded. As we are daily deceived in all kinds of earthly
matters, lied to, and_imposed upon in a hundred ways, it is
natural to think that in the matters under consideration there
may be even a greater chance for mistake and delusions. But
it is to be observed that as lies, deceptions, and impositions
in mundane matters do not make us entirely dishelieve in
truth and reality, they need not in supramundane. For
example : counterfeit sovereigns and bank-notes may make us
careful, and even lead us to suspect the genuine, but no one is
so absurd as, on account of them, to believe there are no
genuine notes or coins. We have adulterated flour, wine,
medicines, &e., as we have false reports and partizan histories,
but the genuine and the true exist notwithstanding. Collu-
sions, illusions, &c., are no doubt possible, and are, in all
matters, mundane and supramundane, to be carefully guarded
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against, but the lability to error dlsproves no truth, and
should not hinder investigation.

It may be for this reason that we have what some are
pleased to call the lower forms of manifestation—the simpler
would, perhaps, be a better designation—such as direct appeals
to the senses of sight, hearing, touch, and sometimes of smell.
In these physical manifestations there is less liability to decep-
tion than in what are called the higher forms. But this
liability to deception is greatly exaggerated. One person, in a
state of disease, may be subject to an optical illusion, but it
is against all probability to find three, much less thirty persons,
who would all imagine they saw what did not take place ; and
we cannot conceive of a whole company, and a series of com-
panies, made up of all kinds of people, all the subjects of a
particular illusion.

In the same way the power of persons to deceive is greatly
over-estimated. It has been represented, for example, that
the Brothers Davenport had the skill to free themselves from
the most thoroughly contrived fastenings of ropes, &c., because
jugglers performed a trick of tying and untying themselves.
But any one who considers the matter a moment will see that
in the case of the jugglers the tying is a part of the trick, and
that the ropes must always be tied so that they can be untied,
while it is equally evident that any skilful person, a sailor or
rigger, for example, could tie every juggler in London so that
he could never free himself. But no person, of all the hun-
dreds who have tried, has ever tied the Davenports or Mr.
Fay so that they were not freed in a few minutes, nor so that
the manifestations, which must have been made either by them
or by an intelligent, invisible force attending them, did not occur
in two seconds. And this force, it is to be noted, has acted
when they were held as well as when they were bound, and
when witnesses of the highest credit have been seated with
them, who testified that the Davenports took no active
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part in the manifestations, while collusion was simply impos-
sible.

In regard to the physical manifestations, there is mno
difficulty whatever in being satisfied of their genuineness or
the reverse. Any man of sense, with an ordinary knowledge of
physics or mechanics, laying aside his prepossessions, can
satisfy himself in one hour’s examination. If the writers in
certain organs of opinion had given an hour to personal exami-
nation, they would have seemed more like philosophers, but it
is not their business to observe facts for which there is as yet
no market. =

The difficulty respecting the identity of communicating
spirits is, perhaps, greater than that of possible deceptions by
pretended mediums. Granting that spirits—invisible intel-
ligences—do communicate,.how can we be sure that they are
the individuals they represent themselves to be ?

From the nature of the case, absolute certainty is impossible.
‘We can have only that degree of probability which amounts to
moral certainty. This difficulty is not peculiar to spirit commu-
nion. Men have been hanged in mistake for others whom they
so much resembled as to deceive witnesses, court, and jury.
‘Women have been imposed upon by false husbands, and rela-
tions by false heirs. Twins are often so alike as to be mistaken
for each other, or not readily distinguished. Robbers have been
so alike that one was always able to prove an alibi, by
witnesses who had been in the employ of the other. How do
we assure ourselves of the identity of our relatives whom we
have never seen, or whose features we have forgotten ? By
certain facts which, put together, produce in us a conviction
of moral certainty. So a spirit, by the mention of certain
facts, by some familiar form of expression, and more, perhaps,
by an undefinable impression, convinces us of its identity. It
is not absolutely certain. We do not know what power of
deception spirits may have, or may be permitted to exercise,



22 INTRODUCTION.

but there is a reasonable probability, and often an overwhelming
conviction; and we may trust that those whose motives are
good will be protected from any harmful deception. There is,
no doubt, a true meaning in the legend that the devil, in
spite of all his disguises, must, in some way, betray himself.
However angelic he may seem, there is always a hoof, horn,
or tail, or smell of brimstone ; which means that if we closely
watch the hypocrite and deceiver, in this or any state of being,
he will betray his true nature. And we may trust, moreover, in
the supremacy of good over evil in all the worlds of the universe.

The religious or theological objections to what is known as
Spiritualism are as various in their character as are the forms
of faith. Protestants, who constitute, perhaps, one-fourth or
fifth part of what is called Christendom, tell us that revela-
tion from the spiritual world and miracles, which lasted from
the creation of the world until the days of the apostles, ceased
at that period, and have never been renewed, except in the
case of necromancers, wizards, and witches, who were burnt
or hanged until about a century ago, sometimes in great num-
bers, in England and elsewhere, as is now supposed by mis-
take ; they also having gone out of vogue at an earlier period.
Consequently, all spiritual communications are now impossible ;
or, if they exist, they must come from evil spirits, which in-
volves another contradiction.

On the other hand, Roman Catholics, the Greek Church,
&e., constituting three-fourths or four-fifths of Christendom,
believe that revelations from the spiritual world are still given,
and that miracles are still performed, and that these are the
permanent gifts of the Church, and the manifestation of its
power, as in the days of the apostles. The lives of the saiuts,
through all the past centuries, are records of supramundane
facts, of revelations, spirit communications, and miracles. The
objections of Roman Catholies to what is now called Spiritualism
differ, therefore, from those of most Protestants. They do not
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care to dispute the facts, which they regard as probable. They
may or may not be true. That is a matter to be settled by
observation. But, occurring out of the pale of the visible
Church, and not apparently connected with its ordinances and
ministrations, they are disposed to attribute them to evil spirits.
The rash and ignorant—and people are commonly rash in pro-
portion to their ignorance—denounce them as diabolism. Better
informed and wiser Roman Catholics, and among them very
enlightened prelates and theologians, look upon these mani-
festations more charitably and hopefully, and the fact that a
considerable number of infidels and materialists, after becom-
ing spiritualists, have been brought into the faith of the
Church, may have had some effect in inducing them to recog-
nize the providential character of such manifestations.

And the true doctrine of the Catholic Church, as held and

taught by its most eminent divines, would seem to justify this
hopeful belief. The Right Rev. Dr. Manning, Prothonotary
Apostolic, in his letter to Dr. Pusey, says: “ According to
the faith and theology of the Catholic Church, the operations
of the Holy Spirit of God have been from the beginning of the
world coextensive with the whole human race.’
“As a dogma, theologians teach that many belong to the
Church who are out of its visible unity;” and he quotes St.
Augustine, who says: “ Multe oves foris, multi Lupi intus.”
If the soul of the Church extends beyond its visible body, and
includes all good souls, it will hardly be pretended that all
supernatural manifestations are of necessity, or, in fact, con-
fined to its visible pale. Ifa man may be a good Catholic with-
out knowing it, he may be a saint without knowing it,
and may be a medium of spiritual and miraculous manifesta-
tions.

It is imagined by some that the Church has condemned
spiritualism. It has not, and could not, since its whole history
is one of spiritual communications and manifestations. This
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would be to condemn all the saints, whose lives were full of
physical and intellectual phenomena of a supramundane
character ; who held constant intercourse with the souls of the
departed ; who knew events happening at great distances ;" who
foretold future events; whose bodies were raised into the air ;
who appeared and ministered to persons at a distance from
their natural bodies, for whom substances were found miracu-
lously ; who healed the sick, and at whose prayers the dead
were raised to life.* The Church can only condemn what is
evil, and the evil must be known to be such, before it can be
condemned. Dealing with evil spirits, for evil purposes, the
Church condemns. The only question with the honest Roman
Catholic, then, must be, are these manifestations evil? That
is a question which cannot be settled without examination.
The Protestant religious objections may be easily disposed of.
In the first place, in the exercise of the right of private
judgment, every one can decide the matter for himself, without
impertinent interference. The statement that all revelation is
closed is a mere assumption. As God is for ever the same,
whatever He has done in the past, He may do, and it is likely
that He will do, in the present and the future. There is no proof
that miracles are at an end, or that they ended eighteen cen-
turies ago, but an immense body of evidence to the contrary.
The assertion that miracles have ceased is a begging of the
question, and an assertion without authority. No Protestant
Church claims infallibility. A church which does not claim
to be infallible, is liable, by its own confession, to lead us into
error ; and we are not, therefore, bound by its decisions, though
they may take the form of an act of Parliament or a decree of a
privy council. All Protestantism, by its renunciation of infal-
libility (for a fallible authority cannot be safely regarded),
throws us back upon individual private judgment, and so leaves

* See Lives of St. Philip Neri, St. Elizabeth of Hungary, St. Theresa,
et multis aliis.
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the whole question exactly where it found it. If, therefore,
four-fifths of the Christian world believe in the super-
natural, and the other fifth has declined any right to pass judg-
ment in the matter, we are at liberty to « try the spirits,” and
we can “ know them by their fruits ;” and, trusting in the power
of Him who said, “ Lo, I am with you always,” we need not
fear that the devil, under whatever disguise he may appear,
will have power to harm us.

For me, the solution of all difficulties, and answer to all
doubts, is contained-—as what is not P—in the first sentence of
the creed of the apostles: “I BELIEVE IN Gop THE FATHER
ArvicHTY.”



CHAPTER I.
A BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF REV. J. B. FERGUSON.

JEssE Bascock FERGUsoN was born in the city of Philadelphia,
state of Pennsylvania, United States of America, January 19,
1819. His father, Robert French Ferguson, was of Scottish
descent, and his mother, Hannah Champlain Babeock, of
English. His grandmother, on the father’s side, was of the
Quaker family of French, among the early settlers of New
Jersey, while he was connected on the mother’s side with the
Babcocks and Champlains of Rhode Island, mingling thus
Scotch and English, Puritan and Quaker.

Though born in Philadelphia, Mr. Ferguson was taken in
his childhood to the Valley of Virginia, better known in
England as the Valley of the Shenandoah, a fertile and beau-
tiful region between the Blue Ridge and the main chain of
the Alleghanies, since so ruthlessly desolated by its Northern
invaders. His father resided near Winchester, of late so often
occupied in turn by hostile armies. At the age of eleven he
was placed at Fair View Academy, and after three months’
attendance was selected by the principal as his usher or
assistant, and by diligent study was able to keep so much in
advance of the entire school as to be qualified to teach the
branches he was studying, to the satisfaction and admiration
of the principal and his patrons.

It has been often remarked that the most zealous and
successful teachers are those who keep just in advance of their
pupils, and the success of young Ferguson was so great, and
the character he established, both intellectual and moral, so
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remarkable, that it soon opened for him another sphere of
usefulness of a still more extraordinary character. °

At that day there were wild valleys of the Alleghanies
where the settlers had preceded the preacher and schoolmaster,
and religion and education had been alike neglected. The
Presbyterian Missionary Society of Shenandoah and Frederick
counties having established a mission in one of these regions,
wished also to open a school, for which they required a teacher,
and young Ferguson, now a boy of thirteen, was considered
the best qualified and most suitable person that could be
sclected for that situation. With the consent of his father, a
firm, religious man, he entered upon his duties, and opened
the school in a log-house, one end of which was separated
from the rest by a thin partition, and occupied by a shoe-
maker ; an arrangement the young teacher did not understand
at the time, but which was intended to be of service in case of
any difficulty with some of his older and rougher pupils. No
such difficulty occurred. The boy of thirteen, of his own
volition, opened his school every morning with an extempore
prayer, and by his kindness and dignity won the love and
respect of all his pupils, among whom were young men and
women of twenty, to whom he taught the alphabet and first
rudiments of learning. So successful was this school of the
backwoods, that the county trustees paid most of its expenses,
and the magistrates sent the young teacher a gratifying testi-
monial and pecuniary reward.

At the age of fourteen, young Ferguson met with a severe
disappointment. His elder brothers had been educated at
William and Mary College, one of the oldest educational
institutions in Virginia, and he had expected, in due time, to
take his turn as a student. But some pecuniary reverses
having overtaken his father, he was told that he must abandon
his ambition to acquire a classical education, and learn some

trade that would ensure him a living. The lad and his
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mother found it very hard to yield to this decision. They had
no doubt acquired something of the Southern feeling on this
subject, but the father was firm, and yielded only so far as to-
give his son his choice of a trade, and a trade in America
means some branch of mechanical industry. An American
boy with a love of learning and literature, and an ambition for
distinetion, and yet obliged to learn a trade, chooses that one
which offers him the readiest means of mental improvement
and advancement, and becomes, like Franklin and many other
distinguished Americans, a printer. Young Ferguson made
this choice, and went alone to Winchester, the principal town
in that region, offered himself as an apprentice in the printing
office of the Republican newspaper, and was accepted, receiving
from the first sufficient wages for his support.

The editor of the Republican was James Gordon Brooks, a
poet and author of considerable ability, but lacking those
business habits necessary to success. A year after young
Ferguson had entered the office as an apprentice, his employer,
who had also become his friend, failed in business, and was
obliged to relinquish the publication of the newspaper, and to
leave Winchester. Before doing so he released the youth from
his obligations, and telling him that he had already acquired a
sufficient knowledge of his trade, advised him to obtain a
classical education. But his Scotch-Quaker father was not to
be baulked of his determination, and insisted that he must
complete his knowledge of the ¢ art preservative of all arts,”
and found him a situation in a book-printing establishment of
one of his friends in Baltimore, Maryland. He had been there
but a few weeks, however, when his health gave way, and he
went home to endure a long, painful, and, as his friends
believed, a dangerous illness. This disease was scrofulous
periostitis of the tibia, commonly called white swelling, with
deep-seated ulcers and exfoliations. After three months of
great suffering he was able to resume his studies, but was sup-
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posed to be lame for life. An account of the extraordinary
cure of this disease will be found in a subsequent chapter.

At this time an elder brother—R. F. Ferguson—was editor
of the Woodstock Sentinel, and one of the most promising
young lawyers and politicians of the Valley of Virginia. To
him Jesse, as soon as his health was sufficiently restored,
applied for a situation, in which, by superintending the printing
establishment and keeping the books, he might support himself
and pay for his education; and he spent the regular hours of
study at the Woodstock Academy, kept up with, and often in
advance of, his classes ; and, while sustaining himself by his
labour, became a good Latin and Greek scholar.

Having completed the course of study he had laid out for
himself, and attained his majority, young Ferguson, seeing no
suitable sphere for his ambition in Virginia, crossed the
Alleghanies, to seek his fortunesin the great West. He made
his first visits to the fast-growing States of Ohio and Indiana,
but found the manners and customs of the people so different
from those of the frank and hospitable Old Dominion, that he
turned his steps homeward again, disheartened with the
prospect. But, before leaving Okio, he met with a congenial
spirit in a clergyman, the Rev. Arthur Crichfield, of Logan
county, whom he visited, and who induced him to open a
school in the village in which he resided. He soon became
distinguished as the editor of a religious miscellany which
gained a large circulation. Giving his attention to theological
studies, and taking an active part in religious exercises, it was
not long before he became one of the most eloquent and popular
preachers of the West.

‘While engaged in these labours he married a daughter of
James Mark, Esq., one of the early emigrants from Kentucky
to Ohio, and a highly respected magistrate of Madison county.
But he was not destined to remain long in that uncongenial
northern latitude. Many of his friends and relations in
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Virginia had crossed the Alleghanies, and found a beautiful
home in Southern Kentucky, and Mr. Ferguson was invited to
become a missionary to what is now one of the finest portions
of that great and fertile State. He declined the offer of a
handsome salary at Harrodsbury, Kentucky, and began his
missionary labours. These extended over several counties, his
family finding a home on the plantation of Dr. Charles
Merriweather ; and for five years there was scarcely a day in
which he did not preach once or oftener, and five large places
of worship were erected in one county, chiefly by his influence
and labours, and perhaps twice that number in the counties
adjoining. He was welcomed and esteemed by all classes asan
eloquent and devoted preacher, free from the trammels of party
or sect. He had no regular salary, but the voluntary contri-
butions of his friends were not only sufficient for the support of
himself and his family, but enabled him to give relief to the
helpless and destitute.

‘When the missionary labours of these five years had resulted
in the building up of religious societies, able to support regular
pastors, Mr. Ferguson accepted a call to Nashville, the capital
of Tennessee, which he had often visited, and where he was
highly esteemed. The house of worship which had hitherto
sufficed for the congregation which had invited him to become
their pastor, was soon found much too small to hold the crowds
who flocked to hear him. The aisles, and even the space
around the building, were crowded. A new and splendid
edifice was erected, with sittings for 1,500 persons, and he
became the most popular preacher of that region.

‘While engaged in his pastoral duties he also became the
editor o