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SOMETHING ABOUT SPIRITUALISM.
- By “COMMON SBNSE™
“SPIRITUALISAL and COMMON SENSIE ! we hear people exclaim,
—*=What in the world has Common Sense to do with Sporiuadisin?”
We answer: It has smuch to do with it. In the first place, Common
Sense has to do with facts; and Spivitualism s @ juci. Moreover,
Spiritualism stands in such close relationship to man, that even onr
popular Baptist minister, Mr. Srurcron, has repeatedly told vs in
his sermons that we are surrounded with Spirits on every hand. < Well,
“but Mr. Spargeon does not mean to say—" Stay, Friend: we have
lieard that kind of thing before—you will pardon the interruption,—
but we take Mr. Spurgeon to be a minister who decidedly means just
what he says, and we will tell you what that is. Ile speaks, in one
of his published Sermons, concerning ** timoreus™ people: and he says,
when speaking of the night time, It is then they faney that spiritual
“creatures walk the earth ; though, if they knew rightly, they wonld
“find it to Dbe true, that
CMillions of spiridual creatuies wall this carth,
Unsean, both whei we sleep and when we wake,’

“and that at all times they are vound abent us—not more hy night
“than by day.” Language can be no plainer than this. Ministers of
every denomination continually preach of spiritual existencies; people
as well as priests sing praises to the Father of spirits for permitting
these heaven-senl messengers to wateh around them while they sleep;
and prayers are offered up, all over the world, in a form estublishnl by
I, that these spiritual beings may “succonr and defend us on cargh.”
And what comes of it all?  isk anyone, Churchmau or Dissenter, if
be thinks it possible that spirits can, in any way whatever, make it
ananifast to us that they exist, or that they can do anyching at all for us,
and, if you get an answer at all, see if it is not, in the most silvery, com-
misserating, seli-satislied tone of voiee that it is possible o imagine, in
clicet something like this :—* My dewr Siv, the age of miracles has gone
“hy: we don't need them now: and, suiely, you dow't mean to say that
“ you believe in such things as spivifs I Alas! how great the change
when the Sunday cont is put off, and when gushionuble wovship has
been put aside for a week. 1t is with priests as it is with laymen, if
it be not worse. And this is called Religion. When will the people
he wise enough to insist that their precchers shall be feachers, and that
in the golden hours of a Sunday morning some useful lesson shall be
tanght—sonie precept that shall Jast the week. We will just give o
specimen, now, of what may be l"-mn_tl in the National Lforiner, the
principal Journal of a pavty whose religion is aef founded on a spiritnal
Dasis at all.  Iu the mumbicr for October 8, 1864, the ditor says, “We
“ know nothing of, neither do we believe in, Spivitualism.”  1f anyone
can point to language lile this in any of the so-culled veligions jonrnals
of the day, we should lke to sce the thing done. Such lauguage as
this, s all that can be wished for :—We'Enow aolling of the thing, vad,
of enurse, we cai’l say Lol we belicos 8. But the advocates of the paper
in question are styled Tujficlols—unbelievers,—when they, professcdly,
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do not know, and therefore cannot belisve; and those who call themi by
this nume are, professedly, belicvers, when, the fact is, as a rule, they ean
neither be said to kiow or to belicse anything at all about this subjeet
which is at the very bottom of their creed. It there be aught in the
term *“infidel” that savours of seproach, it mst Le applied to him who
has that for a erced, to be uttered with the lips, which is opposed and
disbelieved and denouneed by him in his daily walk and conversation.
Christion! you have been told to * Prove all things,” and to “ Hold just
“ fhat which ds good ;" see, then, that you do it inasmuch as it lies in
your power. But you say,  Spirvitualism is of the Devil I We ask,
ITow can you dmagine that you kuew? Was knowledge born with yon ?
and shall wisdem déo with you? If so, you belong to a different race of
beings to that of which we form a part.  Again, yousay, “ Spiritualism
s drickery, conjuring, hwmbug P But, do you fmow this? or, by whose
authority do you say this? Oh, you asked yowr miiister! And you
didu't ke to ask him whether /e kuew, leeause you might have dis-
pleased him.  Would you lean upoun a stick Lefore yon hed sutisfied
yourself that it was not rotten? Then why trust to a mau without
having first satislied yourself that he is competent to give you a manly,
straightforward, wmprejudiced, and honest opinion, at all events?  And
in sueh tivies as these, we kuow that if Truth be wanted, the way to get
it is to ask as few questions as possible, and to consider that a bold and
determined investivation is the suvest eourse to adopt. The Reverend
Huen M Neine, M.A., states, in one of hiz Sermons, when speaking of
Mesmerism, ¢ T have aot seen anything of it ; woy do I thial it vight {o
“feinpt Clod by going fo see @6 This, of course, is sheer ignorance and
superstition ; and if people choose to be led (or misled) by these who go
through the world with their eyes shut, they must be content to be
classed with beings who believe that *¢ Faucelsior " means, fo stand stil
ov fo go buck. Englishmen! if you want to krow, do 0t ask people who
camnot tell you. We tell you that Spiritualism is « fuet! and, whal is
more, we ean pub you in the way of proviag i for yourselves. But here
is ihe diffienlty.  Those who really Luow whai Spiritualism is, through
having investigated the matter, ave colled rad—altogether wiced ; those
who may have expressed o determination that they «dl investigate for
themselves, ave looked upon with pity as though they had o weak point
somewhere that would gree way in time ; but those who have uof looked
into the subjeet ot all—who would not for the U/ of them be seen to
lave wagthitg to dowith sueloleviditiod —who ave altogether above such
“juolish” things—are just the very people (i the opinion of the world)
who are cminently qualified to teach others all about it! - So that if we
appear Lo know seack, half the world will call us wed ; and if we were to
seek to appear to know aothiag, and therefore to be entineatly qualified
to teach, the other halfof the world would have good reason to pronounce
wi to beanad!  We profess, then, to know somelfhiing about it, and to be
willing to teach that half of the world who shall call us < mad” if they
find our professions to be unwarrantable or unwise.

Spiritualism, then, is not an wit; buk, a seience. Tt is, however, not
a selenee for the sensualist—ifor him whose most serious reflections are
upon the correct adjusbment of his eravat — for him whose highest
aspivations arc somewhere amidst the smoke of the rank weed, or
fixed upon the colouring of the meerschaum bowl. 1t is not for him
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who, although arrived at manhood’s estaie, has not spent five consecutive
minutes of his life in the contemplation of the mysterious connexion
subsisting between spirit and snaiter. No: it is for him whose mind is
habituated to the consideration of the question whether there be not,
over and above the ordinarily recognized Laws of Nalure, some olher
Laws with which we are comparatively unacquainted, and of the working
out of which we find reputed evidences in every corner of the earth.  Tu
fact, it is not for the idler or the coward, but for him who las “a will
‘ to do, a soul to dare.” Spiritualism stands in relation to man and a
tuture state of existence, as the clectric agency between him and a far
off country ; and, just as by means of a telegraph with its various signals
we can gain intelligence from uuseen men and women—spirits in the
Mesh,—so, by a variety of means, can intelligenee Le conveyed to ns by
those unseen spirits of whom Mr. Srunrazon has spoken.  Spiritualism
stands in the smne relation to immortality precehed, as the pictures in
a book stand in relation to the text: as the book is illustrated and made
plain through the pictures, so is a future life for man made evident to
the senses by means of Spirvitualism.  We hear of immortality—not
free from dogmas repugnant cven to Juonan nature—from lips that can
afford us no information vespecting the coidences or the wmenifestatio.::
of this great fact which arc being granted to man at his own fireside.

o &

But we can liwe these evidences for the secking; and where two or
three meet together, in sincerity of purpose, to learn Nature's truths,
who shall say that good results will not follow? Inthe domestic cirele,
then, we meet. Is it said that we dave not contend that this is so sacred
a place as the “ Tlouse of God?” We claim that if there be one place
on earth more secied than another, it is that place which wounld be the
last to be profirned by anyone :—itis Zome.  And let him who denies the
claim we set up learn what howme is, for he canuot kmow.  And if there
is one dhject more sacred than anotlier, it is that of having communion
with those of whom we can truly say “ they are not lost bul gone before,”
—with those, possibly, who may, while in their mortal tenements, have
contributed to our necessitics, and who are even now permitted to be
our ‘‘ ministering spirits.” "We meet at home, then, to receive Spirit
Manifesiations.  And here let him who is a stranger to the highest
sentiments and the purest affections of mankind take counsel :—Finter
not into the midst of those with whom your feelings are not in unison ;
and, if you should be of those who can hold up to derision aught that is
pure and holy, or that is held to be so by others, follow this subject no
further, until you shall have become more fitted forit.  “Andis it really
“ posscble,” we hear some thoughtful one exclaim, * that we can oblain
“any advantages from Spirit Manifestations?”  Well, you shall just
hear what eno person says about it: although we counld give the opinion
of many as well known as he,  Winniax ITowrer says,  Spiritualism
¢ has been to me, to my own family, and to a wide circle of relatives and
“friends, the most substantial blessing of existence.” We come, now,
at once, to the question: premising only that, asit is as sacred a subject
as any with which we can have to do, it should be investigated under
1o other conditions but those which * Coxaon Sense” would dictate
as being in accordance with it.  The first thing necessary to e done is
to select the place and appoint the time offerivg the least liability to
anything like intervoption or aunoyance; bearing in mind that ever
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JSact depends upon certain conditions, and that it would be a very strange
thing indeed if disorderly conditions resulted in anything but disorderly
Jacts. Punctuality then recommends itself, and requires nothing to be
said about it.  And now, what is the frame of mind that suggests itself
to every intelligent person as beficting the oceasion ¥ Unquestionably
it is just that in which a man would feel conscious of pessessing and of
showing ferth the diguady of munhood, end nei the frivelity of youth.
Be serious; be watchful; be prayerful.  But dow't misunderstand us,
Liere.  You want no book to tell you what to pray for and how to do it ;
neither do you want a lengthy harangue in which Gow is besought to
do everything that the supplicant can think of just in the way that we
mortals think advisable, and which Gop, unguestionably, will do in His
o way as Tle always has done.  No: if you have nothing to pray for,
pray for nothing ; but if you have a “ sincere desive,” cither “ uttered or
“unexpressed”—on your lips or in your heart,—that Gon's blessing may
rest upon your endeavours to lewrn 11is truth, that 4 prayer. And in
this sense we repeat, be prayerful.  And what should be done, then?
Why, the hardest thing of all for an Euglishman to do,—waeir. Don't
begin to think that you are not earning any woncy : thaé will not do.  If
your occupation should be that of a “ Peuny-a-liner'" to some popular
Staardard or other, have nothing to do with this matier: for you can't
wait ! Secenty such gentlemen have lately proved to the world that they
could n't wait a quaiter-of-cu-howr for certain Spint Alwadfestations said
to be possible and probable it they did!  But, instead of exhibiting even
so small an amount of patience ns this, one of the munber unblushingly
informs the world ihat that which is valgaviy called * chaff™" was thrown
at the gentlemen who superintended the meeting * by bushels,” and that
they had “ @ yough tine of ;" and after this he flings the firebrand of
infamy at the feet of these gentlemen by telling the world wot only
that the manifestations expeeted, @ this quaricr-of-an-howr only, did not
take place, but that * it was never enfended that they should.”  Ilere we
find the Davexrorr corn measured by the Stendard bushel.  'Well,
then, should these words fall in the way of any snch writer as he of
whom we have been speaking, we Leg leave to snggest, vespectfully, that
he light his eigar with the paper upon which they are priuted. and that,
instead of aceepting any inadvertent juvitation to witness plenomena
aseribed to spirit agency, lie betake himself to some locality where,
perchance, if he dip his pen in blood and write therewith, it may be
sienificant of scenes that e wmay witness which shall suit ihe depraved
taste of the people for whom he eaters, and the deseribing of which
shall delight Lim more aud, perchanee, pey him better.  The fact is that
people ina hurry can't wait. Do not be in a hurry, then. . Tiut now, as
we do not deny that time is of some moment to the most of us, we will
s{)eak of those conditions which will tend to economize it. Be sure,
then, that, if possible, we get some member of our family who is of o
“ eemgitive’ naturve to be with us at our meetings.  This description of
person is easily distinguished: the word sensitive, to an observer of Na-
ture, expressing almost completely, by itself, what we mean.  We may
frequently observe persons whose organisation renders them peenliarly
susceptible of external influences of all kinds; and yee, whilst, like the
semsdive pleod, they shrink from the vode toneh of a hand, they ean no
more be suid to he in any abnormal or diseased condition than the plaad,
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No: they are, in fact, gifted with a certain cxaltation of the senses,

rendering them the very opposite of some dull, unimpressionable people

to whom we might talle for a week and then imagine, for aught that is -
to be seen to the contrary, that we had succeeded in producing about

as much effect as though we had been tulking to a post. Having, now,

the advantage of being nble to depend wpoun the presence of a seasitive

pevson, either a relative or a friend, nothing wore remains to he done

Lt to provide a pencil and paper to be used if wanted.  ** Nothing moro !

we hear someene exclaim, ¢ Why, Professor Anderson has just now con-

“pleted sonie very evpensivemachinery for producing spirit manifestations.”

Indeed! we veply: and do you imagine that this conjurer expects to get
BPIRIT sitenifestations from his own MATERIAL dustiwaents 7 You need
not imegine anything of the sort: for Le knows better than that. Te
kuows that the statement involves a flat contradiction; and, besides,

when you go to a professed deceiver for the truth, how do you know if
you get it% how do yon manage to ewpect to get it? No: if there are
spirits, let them mwake themselves manifest to us; for, if there be awie,

all preaching is in vain.  And now for the Menifestations,  Spirits will
manifest themselves in varions ways.  Lor example: if we sit round o
table, and place our hands lightly upon its surface, we shall find that, if
the necessary conditions ave attended to, we shall not have to wait long
before the presence of some unseen intelligence can be clearly proved.
The table will be smoved ! ** Moved!” exclaims someone.  Yes, again we
say, 74 will be moved ! Thousands of persons have proved 4, in their own
homes.  And now, e have only to realizo the fact thal these wnseen beiays
can see and NEAR us, and how easy to have communications from then !
We have only to ash and we shall veceive.  Aivange, thew, qeith then, the
method which shall be adopted.  Speal fo them as thowyl you sww them.

And, for example, ash: them to move the table in any manner that you
may think fit to suggest, as an interesting means of proving theiv power,

and of estallishing, beyond «ll doubt, the fuet of their presence in your
midst. - Tlequest then, if, in reply to a question you may put, they wish
to give an affivmative response, to move the table a certain number of
times—say, three; if they wish to reply in the negative, to move it ance.
Ask them if they will communicate with you by means of the alphabet

Tf they veply in the affirmative, repent the letters distincily, and the
table will be moved, or some other signal be given, when you arrive af;
the several letters composing the words the spiviks wish to convey to you,
which may be easily and profitably vead solen the message is complete,

And now, kave no fear, if anything should take place which showld appear
strange to you.  Remember that the powerr whick spivils possess ©s over o
above the ordiviry cowese of wadio: lienee, the facts to which they give
rise ave supernalural. Lo ot dnterfore, thew, in any way, and all will be
well.  Spirits have the power, and seem to be fond, of conmunieating
with us by saling wse of the arom, o the beoul, of @ sensitive” pevson, to
convey to us information dn wriling,  As soon as the “sensitive” has
thus, for instance, been brovght into requisition by spirits, he or she is
cearly a © Mediwmn.” The * Medium,” then, must be prepared to be
wusedd just in the way which the guiding iutelligence thinks fit.  Spirvits
have the power, one after another, to write through the hand of the
Medinm, cach spivit manifesting distinelive peculiniilies of style.  Spivits
have the power of putting the Medium into a state of frauce, and, then,
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one after another, of spealing, and mwaifesting strililing peevlivrities of
woice,  We have repeatedly witnessed this kind of mauifestation in the
case of a young lady, an Infant-school Mistress; and we have had the
pleasure of listening o s many as thivly distinct speeches, from as many
different spirits, occupying, altogether, about fwo howrs in the course of
one evening, in the presence of many friends.  In these ingtances, how-
ever, the Medivin's own sperit was, generally, withdeawn jrom her body by
ollier spivits, instead of being put to sleep, or enbranced; so that she
was, in fact, enabled to enjoy the vealliies of « spirdual state of cuistense,
whilst her body was being used by spirits some of whom were once onr
intimate earthly friends. And, what is worthy of notice, she was, inva-
viably, most veluctant fo velurn aid to vopussess hor owa body.  Spirits
have the power, when they have withdrawn the Medium’s spivit, not
only to take “ possession” of the body, but to permit it to remain, for a
length of time, feasatless, and, therefore, to all appearencn, pEap! We
were requested, some yearsago, by some of the leading medieal gentlemen
of England, to give them an opportunity of witnessing these phenomena.
On onr second visit to the West I2nd of Londuu, before twenty of these
sentlemen, vavious seanifestelions ocenvred ; and, wnongst the number,
that one of which we have just spoken.  The hMedinm's spivit was with-
dvawn, with @ sigh, just as ws notice when o peison dies, and her body re-
mained spiiitless, for anore than Lwenty winules, <a the presence of these
qentleien, who saitsfied themselves as to hiey bodily condition by tovcling hor
fivedly opencd eyes with o feather, and by using sundry other means well
kuown to medieal men,  T%a body of the Medivanw was growing cold; the
sedical gestlenwi had wiiety depicted on theiv counfenunces ; more than
one requested us to < being hoe fo,” doubtless fearing that she might be
@ veritable corpse ! 16 so happened that we knew beffer than this; and
we therefore told these gentlemen that what they saw before them was
done by spiritual and not by human agency, and that we had nothing
more to do with the matter than te take charge of the hody and to
prevent experiments Deing tried in ignorance of the real state of the
case. [iv @ momeid, the wseal sigh being heard, fier body was talzon posses-
sion of by a spirit who had Deen aceustomed to do this, and the body
thus re-tenanted by & living spivit (though not its own) immediately
roge from the prostrate condition in which it had been lying on the floor,
and, ananfully standing up, o speech was delivered on the subject of
Dpivitualism,—with whal eilect apon the audience Gron alone knows.
Hullice 16 to say, these pentlemen, at the end of the meeting, denouised
tles seasdtive youay laely as an © Gapodor,” < her keariny!  Thus must
AMedinms be prepaved to have theiv feelings wonnded : knowing, as they
do, that they are but fnstruments in the hands of higher powers, and
also that, in a large proporiion of the manifestations, they are utterly
aneonseious-of-all that has baken plas. throngh. their. inshrumentality,
uutil afterwards informed of it by the person under whose care they
may have thonght fit to place themselves.  We may observe, in passing,
that these medical gentlemen, wwho fied no fisith in us, told us that, if we
persisted in *“ doiy” this, we should @ driv: s young Lely to o luaatic
Cosylum I We knew just what value £ put upon this cantion; and,
the fach is that, after having spent some yewrs, most praisewarchily, in
the self-denying dutics of & Medin,” this young ludy has shown no
sign of “insanity” whatever, unless the taking to herself of a worthy
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Tusband be eonsidered to be snch!  Spirits have the power to speak to
us cudibly, without wsing the hwnan organism ; they have power to make
sormaeds as feeble and yet as distinet as the ticking of a watch, or as loud
as though produced by a blacksmith's hammer ; they have power to
open prrison doors, to voll weay stones, to watis Lnolled vopes, and to con-
Jound the Malevialist with his own chonsy weepons; they have power to
malc themselves vesible, wad fongible too, as well to people who are et
sensitive as to these who ave,—sensitives always having the advantage;
they have power to produce lights easily scen by Medinans in @ voom from
which oll nelwral o wrlificial light is cxcluded ; they have power to wiile
as it were on the well, ov in a mivror, o erystal, or a water-bottle, as fast
as a School-mistress may sead, and quicker than some Phonogrephers
can wide; they have the power to produce seenes in like manner, which
Medinms, in their weleful state, in a darkened room, shall be ciaptured
with, aud shall desciilie in glowing language; they have the power to
cause the propletic visions of the niyht, the phenomenon of semnambulisi,
and the spectral fories of animals and birds which ave seen by many at
times when Death is not far off; they have the power of conducting the
spirit of man himself as it rises, like the winged insect from its chrysalis
form, to an atmosphere and a life to which it was a stranger; and they
have, thercfore, the power to “minister” to man through life, and to
eonvince him, if he will but be convinced, that his mortal form shall
“put on immortality,” and then to accompany him, at this eventful
point of his life’s history, amidst the scenes of which he may have had
a foretaste or o foreknowledge by means of Spirvitualism.
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