
'i 



lly "COMMON SENSJ.J." 

" 8PIRI'l'U.JLISJl£ m1cl OOM:lION 8EN8E !" we hcor people exclaim, 
- ··\\'hat in the world l1a:1 Common Sense to clo with 8pirituali1;;1i?"' 
\Ve answer: It has much t-0 <lo wit h it. Jn Lhc first place, Common 
Sense lins to <lo with facts ; and 8pirilua1ism is ri jaci. 1\[orcover, 
Spiritun.l i$m st.ands in such close r elationship to man, that even om· 
popular napiist minister, Mr. St'UltQ};ON, h as repeatedly told \ ~$ ii\ 
his sermons that we arc !;unoundcd with Spirits on c1·er.r hand. " Vv ell, 
" but !\[r. Spurgeon 1lucs not mean to say-" St;1y, Friend: we have 
l1eard tli;lt kind of thing hcforc-you will pardon the interruption,­
bnt we take M r. Spurgeon t o be n. minister who clecidcdly means just 
wl;at. he S.'1)"S, ;i,nd we will tell yon whn.t ihnt is. li e Sjlcnks. in one 
of Jiis pnhlished Scnnous, concerning "timorous" people: and lie says, 
when speaking of Lhe night t ime, " It is then they fancy f.h::.i spiritual 
"crc1it11res walk the earth ; t hough, if they knew righlly, they won Id 
" liud it to he trnc, that 

' Jllil/ions 1~,. ·"l';rilm1l ci·cafo;·cs wall; thi.< car/It, 
Unser/)•, both whc;i 1uc sleep mul when wa ical.·e,' 

"ancl tlHit at al\ times they nre round about us-not more by n ight 
"lhnn by day." Langnagc can be no plainer tl111n this. l\Iinistcrs of 
every denomination continuall .Y preach of spil'i Lnal existcncies; people 
as well as Jll'iest.s sing praises to f;he Fn.t hcr of spirits for pcrmitdng 
these· he;wen-;cnL messcugcrs to watch a round them whi le t hey sler.p ; 
all([ prayers arc cffercd up, all over the world, in a form calubli.~h·xl by 
law, that the:;c spirit.nal licing~ may "succom· and <lcfencl us on earth." 
.<l nd what comes of it :tl l ? o\.-;k anyone, Chmclnu;111 M ' ])i~scmcr, if 
be thinks it possible that spiril.s can, in auy way whatever, rn;i,kc it 
m!m(fdat to us t hat they exist, or t hat they can do anydii 11.;r at all for us, 
and, if you get an ans11·er at all, see if i t is not, in the n111st si l\"CI',\', crnn­
rni:;scrnting, sell-satisfied i.one of voice that it is pos~i hlc l.o im~.:; in•J, in 
elfo:t something like this :-" ?lfy clc<tt S ir, the n:~c or 1niraclcs ha.;; gone 
"liy: we don't 1U!ccl them 1101>: n.ncl, stti'ely, yon 110 11·~ nv:1u1 to s~.r that 
,, J<lll uel ie\•e in such things :t~ spirifo !" Alas! hew gl'ca~ t he di!tnf:C 
11·hcn the Suml:\y co;Lt is put oif, n.nd whm Ji1.;T1iv11:t/;/,; wur~hip has 
IJcen pnt :ii;idc fo1· a week. Jt is with pl'i<~sts as it is with laymen, if 
it be uot worse. Awl t his is called Hcligion. \Vlieu will the people 
lie wi~c enough to insist that their preachers slinll be lenc/tt•J·$, a1ul i.hat 
in t ho golcle11 hour~ of a S11:1d1Ly morning ~omc nsefol lesso11 shall be 
ta11g ht-so111e precept i;h:1t shail last the w1~ek. \Ye will just givr. a 
specimen, now, of wii:\t m•1y be l<HnHI i11 tl11J .V.il:'vn11l J{f1N11,..;" the 
princi1ial Journal of a. 1Ja:·1y whose religion is m•t fonndccl ou a ~piritnn.l 
l•a<is at a ll. Iu the 1111 :nlic;· for Or.tolicr 8, JSf'H, the Editor says, · '\Ve 
"kno1;· nothin"' of. udthcr do we bel ieve in, S piritual ism." .Lf nnyone 
can point to la~1g11;1ge I ikc thi:> in n.ny of the so-caUcd ~·digio11.~ journ:lls 
of t he llay, 1rc slwnld like to sec t11e thing done. ::iuch lang uage as 
tlii:;, ·is all that c;in be wi,;hcu for :- 1 Vo' k11nw ,,oflii11g 11/ thn t!ti11.1 , 1•11d, 
of 1:011 rsi:, wo va1Ll su!f lio!l ·wv bclic1m it. .L:ut the a1h•ocatcs o f' the paper 
iu qn~:;tion ;we sLylrcl Juji./efo-unbeliever~,-when they, profcs ;~d ly, 
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do not know, ancl therefo re cannot believo ; an<l lho5c who call theni by 
this name a rc, pm)c$scill!J, licliuv1:r$, whe11 , t he J'11ct is, as :i nilc, they crui 
ne ither be said to ln1nw or to believe irnyt!i ing at all about t his subject 
wl1ich is nt the very bottom of t heir crcecl. Jt' there lie aught in f;hc 
term ·' infidel" t hat savours of ?'~p10111;h , it mu~t be applied lo him wh o 
lins that for a c1·ccJ, to bo uttered with the li ps, which is opposed nod 
disbelic1•ccl nml clc11011nced by him in his tinily walk and eonvcrsntion. 
Chri~t inn ! you luwc l1ccn l.okl to "' l'mvc ult llii11~1s," an d to " Ho/cl f ast 
"that whidi is gootl :" sec, tl1cn, tl1nt you do it inasmuch ns i t lies in 
your power . But you say, "Spil'itualism is of t he D~vil!" We ask , 
lT ow can you imagillc that you /:now? \V ns k nowledge bom with you ~ 
and shall wisdom ili.i wit h yon ? If so, you belong to n different rncc of 
beings tu th:t~ of whi::h we form a part. A gain, you sny, "Spi ritualism 
' ' is frickcry, co11jm·i11!/, !t11mlm~1 !" But, do you bww th is~ or, by whose 
:o 11tl1ol'ity do you sn,y t his? Oh, you n~ked your mi?ii.sfo1· ! A nd you 
d irl u' t lil.-1J to nsk hi m whether t.o knew, bccnnsc you might IH!YC d is­
plen~c1l him. -\Vonhl yon lcm1 upon a stick befo l'c you h ad s:~t,i s licd 
yonrn~!f that it was uot rotten? T hen why trw;t to a mau with out 
luw irw first snLislictl yourself tha t he is compe tent to g ive you n mnnly, 
strn i~l1tforwnnl, nnpr«jn<liccd, and hone:;t opini1111, nt nil events ? A11(l 
in ~11'~11 ti1;:e$ ns t !1cst', \\'<! k uow tl1nr. if T ruth be wnntctl, t he way to get 
ii. i ~ tn :t' k 11' fc'.1· rp•r·;t io11$ as possible, nm! to consider t ha t a b old an1l 
dctermincll inYCsti.:!:t!iun is !he ~11rt'sL cour.•c to adopt. The R c1•ercnrl 
1Tui;11 ?l[•N;:1u:, '.\LA., slates, in one of his Ser mons, when speaking of 
1\Icsmerism, " J havii "'"t scc11. m1yll1iny of it ; 1101· do I lliinl~ it <,·iyht to 
" ' ' mpt Oml b!I r1oina to s;:o it." T his, of course, is sheer ignorance nn<l 
superstition ; and if people choose to l.Je let! (or misled) lly those who go 
through t he world with t heir eyes shut, t hey m ust be content to he 
clnssctl with lJciuirs wh o bclieYc that " Erccclsiol' !" means, to stand stilt 
or to (IO back. E~1gl ish111en ! if yon wnnt t o know, do n 'L nsl' people who 
cannot tell you. \\re tell you th at Bpi,·;/1udis111 i• rt Jiict ! and, whnt is 
mo1·e, we cr!.n pnt you in t11c way of p•ovi11:1 it fo1· yo11l'selvcs. But here 
i~ il1e ditlic11lty. Those who really 1.:now what Spi1·itnnli~m is, th rough 
l1a1·i11g iuvcstignlcd the matter, are m lled 1.1m!--11//n:11;f/t";- ?1uul ; those 
who may have e~qire>~cd n. rlclcnn!nntion t hat they ·1ri// investigate fo1· 
1 hcmsclre~, are looked upon with pi ty as t ho11glt they hnd a ·wna/.; 7wi11t 
~vmcwhcrc that wvnl<l ufr·· 71"11!/ in ti111c; b11t those who lmve 11ot lookc<l 
iulo I he ~nhject ;lt all- who wonl•l lloi. fm· fj,., Zif· of t hem be seen to 
ho1·0 l!.1ylhi11r; lu c/,, wit h such' ., •,.,,,,,7;1;,.,.:'-who 1w.:: altogether above such 
'1i1oli•li' l hings-arn just the very people (in t he opinion of t he world) 
wh o :u·c eminently qunliiied to tench ot hers nil about it ! So' th:it if we 
appear to k now muck, half th e wol'ltl will cttl l us macl; nnd if we were t o 
~eek to nppc;tr to Jrno11· ·un!!ti11r1. am! t herefore to !Jc mnia~utly q1m1~7c1l 
lo teach, the CJthe.- h alf of lhc world would h ave good reason to pronounce 
i1:: to br. ·11i11<l ! \V c profo.,s, t hen, to k 1101v sonw//1i11~1 nb011t it. nnd tn he 
will ing to tcn-cl1 tli:it half of the world who :>hall call ns " mnd" if they 
Jim! ni:1· pro{essions to !Jc unwnrrnnlablo or nnwise. 

Spi 1· i~nafom, thc11, i .~ not n11 <ti't; lml', a sct'.lmce. It is, however, 11ot 
:i ~ciencr; for the ~cns1 :;\)i,t-ior h im who~e most serious reflections arc 
upo11 t ho correct adj ustment of Ii i~ enwat- fo1· him whose highe~t 
aspirntious arc som ewhere amidst the smoke of t he rank weed, 01· 

ti xecl upon 1.hc colouring of the m cc1·:;chnum !Jowl. I t is not for him 
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who, o.lthough arrived nt mnnhoo\l's estate, hns not spent five consecutive 
minutes of his life in the contemplation of the mysterious connexion 
subsisting between spi;·it and ?nalle;·. No: it is for him whose mind is 
habituated to the consideration of the question whether there be not, 
over nnd above the ordinarily recognized Laws of Nat111·v, some (J//w,· 
Laws with whi ch we n.re comparat.ively nnrtcquaintcd, and of t.hc wol'ldng 
out of which we find reputed evidences in every corner of the earth. Tu 
fact, i t is ?rnt for the icllet· ot· the coward, but for him who hns "ti will 
"to do, a soul to da re." Spiritun.lism stands in relntion to man nm! a 
future stnte of existence, as the electric agency between him and n far 
off country ; and, just ns by mcnns of a telegraph with its various s ignnl~ 
we can gnin intelligence from nnseen men all\! womeu-spi.-ils in tho 
.flcsh,-so, by n vnriety of means, cnn iutcllige11ce I.Jo conveyed to ns by 
those unsee11 spirits of whom i\ir. Sl'UllOEON has spol;en. Spiritualism 
stands in the sn111c relation to immortality 1n·eac!tcJ., as the pictmc;; in 
I\ book stand in relati0t1 to tho t ext: as tltc uook is illustrated a11d m:idc 
plain through the pictnrc::, so is i~ future lifo f..Jt• mrm made evident to 
the senses by means <if Spiritualism. \Ve hear of immortality-not 
free from dognus rcpugnow t cvc11 to lm11mn nature-from lips that cn11 
t\fforcl us no information re:;pccti11g the cvitlenc~s or the 111111tifeslaiio.,' 
of this great fact which arc being grnntcd to man nt his own fireside. 
But we can IHwe thc;c cvide11ces for the seeking; u.nd where two or 
t hree meet together, in sinceri ty of purpo~c. t o learn Nnture's truths, 
who shall sny that good results will not follow~ In the domestic circle, 
then, we meet. I s it said t htit we clarc not con ten cl that this is so .w1cncl 
a place as the " ] I ousc of God r · W c claim that if there be one placil 
on earth more srtcrctl thnn a11ot her, it i ~ t hnt pince which would be the 
last to be w0Jimr1l by nuyo11e :-it is 71om~. A mi let him who denies the 
chim we set np lenrn what. lwmt' is, for ]10 cn.nuot lmow. And if there 
is one <1bjcct more sacrcrl th:'ln nnotl1cr, it is that of hnving comm11nio11 
with those ofwhon1 we cnn truly Sa)'" they arc not lost buLgonc before," 
-with those, pos.>ibly, who may, wl1ile in their mortnl tenements, l1nvc 
contributed to onr ncces.qities. ant.I wl10 nrc even now permitted to be 
onr ·•minister ing spirits." \ .\Tc m eet nt home, thc11, to r eceive Spirit 
Manifestations. Aud he1·c let him wlw is n. strn.nger to the highest 
sc11timents nnd t11e purest n.ffcctions of nm11ki11d tnkc counsel :-Enter 
11ot into the midst of t hose with whom your feelings nrc not in unison; 
nnd, if you sh ould lie of those who cnn l10ld 11/> to derision aught thnt is 
pure and holy, or thnt is held to be so by ot icrs, foUow this subject no 
further, until yon sll!Lll have become more iittc1l for it. "And is it i·cnlly 
" J'ossible.," we l1car some tho11gh tfn l m1e cxcl;tim, "thnt we cn n ohlain 
" nny advMtages from opi rit .Mnnifcstntio11s '?" "Well, yon sl1all just 
hear whnt m10 person says about it: a lthough we could g ive the opinion 
of many as well known ns he. \Vn.r.1,nr How1·1·1• snys, "Spirit11nlism 
'has been to m e, to my own family, nncl to n wiclc ci1·clc of r elatives and 
"friends, t11c most sulJstnntial hlcssing of existence." \Ve come, now, 
:i.t once, to tl1c question: premising only that, as it is as sacred a subject 
ns nny with which we cnn ha.vc to do, it should be investigated under 
110 otl1er conditions but t hose which "Co~nroN S irnse" would didnte 
ns being in accorclancc with it. The first thin!? 11cces~:1ry to he done is · 
io select tl1c plnce null appoint the time offrnug t he least linbili ty to 
anything like interruption or aunoyancc; l>cnring in mi ml that e1•cr 
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.fact depends upon eerlniu couditions, nml that it woulrl be a very strnngo 
thing indeed if cli$o;·dei'ly condit ious resulted in n.nylh i11g bnt clisnrderly 
facts. PunetuLLli l.y t hen r ecommends itself, auc\ requi res nothi ng to be 
snicl abo11t it. Auel now, whnt is t he frnmc of mind thn.t suggests i tself 
to ercry intclli;;cut person ns hciitLing the occasion? Unqnestionn.bly 
it is j ust tl1at in which a. m:i.11 would feel conscious of' pcs~es.~iug aml of 
showing for th lhe tli!fwily of maul1oocl, uml 11ot the fr ivolity of yonth. 
Be serio11s; he w11.tchful ; lie prnyerJ'ul. Bnt tlo n'l mi~unc\erstm1d 11s, 
h ere. You wan t no bool• to tell you whn.t to pray fol· a ud how to do it; 
n eithel· clo yon want a lc11gthy hnrangne in wl1id1 <:11i' is besought to 
clo everything that the supplicant c:m think of just in the way t hat we 
mortals think advisable, and which Gon, unquestionably, will do in His 
mim wn.y as II e nlwn.ys /urn done. No: if yon h:wc nothing to pmy for, 
;:irny for nothing; b nt if you hnve a "si11ro.-c <7<:sir11," either" mtcrecl or 
"1me.i1,,-cs~cd"-011 your lips 0 1· ill yom hcart,-t.lmt G or):; blessing may 
l'est upon your cmle:wonrs to learn ll i ~ t rnth, lhctt ·is JJrayc.-. And in 
th is sense we repent, bo 1m1ymf11/. And what shou ld lie 1lone, ll1e:n ? 
'Why, tl1e hardcsl thin;; of all for au Euglishm;;n to do,-1,1iil.. Don't 
begin to think that )'OU a rc not Cal'lliug nny ?llClll f!/: that will not do. Tf 
yom· occupnti.m should be that of u. "I'c111111-n.-l-i11c1·" to some pop111a1· 
.-:1ci.11lw·cl or other, have nothing to do with ihi; 111nttcr: for yon can't 
1cait ! 8e~e:11/y ~ncl1 gentlemen luwc lately proYeil to the worlll that they 
couldn't wait ft g11wfrr-oj~crn-l1m"· for 1;ertain l:J;>iri'l ;ili1.1ifcd<1timw said 
to b e possible 1~ml prolml,lc ii tl1cy clicl ! Bu t., intitcacl of cxhil1iting even 
so snrn.11 an mnount of paticnc:c ' " thi ~'. one of the 1111111ber nublusliingly 
info1·ms the '1·orlcl lhat that which hi vnl;;-:wi_y called "clw.ff" was thr own 
nt the gentlemen who supcr intcu<letl t.hc mee~i11g " li11 Lus/iels," nncl thnt· 
they had" a rough time of it;" nnd a fter this he Hing~ the firchraud of 
infamy at the feet of t hese gc11Llcmcn hy tclliug the world not only 
that tl1e nrn.nifcstn.tions expected, iH thi$ quarfo;·-of-an-lwm· 1n1ly, clicl not 
la ke place, but tlin.t "it wa;; 11C;v~1· i 11 /cndt•<l l/,at they 1d1ori1£l." H erc we 
timl the DAvJ;Nt•OJ\1' corn men~uretl by the Sfowlrt .-cl bush el. \ Veil, 
t he11, sbonl<l these words fall i11 the way of any snch writer us he of 
whom we l1nvc been speaking, wc be~ leave to snggcst, r espectfully, that 
hl! light his cigar with the paper upuu which they arc pri1. ted. aucl lhnt, 
in~lea<l of accepting any inacll'ci' tei:t i 11vit~.tio11 to witncss phc1101ue11n. 
a~crihcd to spirit agcucy, lie betake himself to some locality whe1·e, 
perchance, if he clip his pen i11 lJlootl a ud write therewith, i t mn.y be 
><ig11ifica11t of scenes lhat he may wit11c;•s wh ich sli:ill suit t.l1c deprn.ved 
ta~tc of the peuple for whom he cater~. a111l thu clcscrih ing of which 
r.hall del ight him more a ud, perchnncc, 1111y hi1n better. The foct is that 
people iil "n. lnirry can't wa·it. Do not he in a. hurry, then . . l int now, as 
we do n ot dc11y that time is of some moment to the most of us, we will 
~peak of those couditions wl1ich will lend to economize it. B e sure, 
t hen, t hat, if possible, we get some member of our f~imi l,y wlw is of :i. 
"~··11s iti1:0" natul'c to be with us at 011r mcctiugs. This description of 
11erson i ~ easily distingnishccl: t he wonl sc-1wiliuv, to an c1b$ervcr of' X n­
tme, expressing a lmost completely, 11.r iL<elf, what we n.ran. ' \Tc m:iy 
frc<Jncntly obser ve perso11s wh::isc Ol'ga11i5:ii io11 r enders them pecul i:\l'ly 
su~ccptiblc of cxtcrmil influences of all kind~; nntl yet, whi!;;t, like the 
;;.-i1siliro z,law', they sh r ink from t lie l'H<!c to11cl1 of n liaml, ihcy can 110 

m ore l:c said to he i 11 nny a lmormnl or llisensecl co111lilio11 t.han the z.ilM1 t. 
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N o : they are, in fact, r1iflf{l with a cer tain exaltation of the senses, 
rendering th em t he very opposite of some d nll, unimpressionnhlo people 
to whom we might talk for a. week and t hea imagine, for aught that is . 
to be seen to tl1e contrary, t hat we h:tcl ~ucceedcd in producing ahont 
:11; much effect as though we !incl Ileen t;ilking to :i post . Havi11g , now, 
the advantage of being able to depend 11pon the pres~nce of a s01wili1:e 
person, citl1cr a i-cfatiYc or a fr ieml , nothing more remains to he do11c 
L11t t o proviJo a pencil and paper to be used if wanted. "Noll1i1u:1 m~mJ!" 
we hear ~omeouc exclaim, " lVh!f, Profcsso1· A11de1·so1~ has j1u;t now coin­
" pl<'/a,7. so111Q ·i;c,·y e.1Jpe11sivn mcic71ine,·y Joi· 1mJtltiviny spirit 11m11ifcstations." 
I ndeed! we roply: iind do you imagine that this conjurer e:~pec/,s to get 
i;J>11u1· 1.iw!ife.,-fat io11s from liis own )fA'L'Ell l AL i 11st;·m11cnla? You need 
not. im:!g-iue anyth ing of the sor t: fo1· lw knows better than t hat. Ho · 
knows that t he statement invoh•es a flat contrmliction; and, besides, 
when yon go to a 21rofcss~<l clcceium· for the t-mth, how do you know if 
you get i t? how do you manage to e:c;pact to get it? No: if there nm 
spirits, let them 1;wl.·o tlwmsclves mcm(fi•st t-0 us ; ior, if there Ile ,Mie, 
all pt·cnching is in ''niil . .Ancl llO\~ ioi· the Jf.rn (fv.{/rtf icms. S pi:·: -; will 
1i1a11ifest thc111sclvcs iu nu·ions w:iys. For example: if we sit 1·.;aml 1L 
tahlc, and pin.cc onr hand~ lig!1tly upon its surface, we shall find that, if 
the necessary conditions a re attcndctl to, Y.'e s iiall not have town.it long 
before the prcse11cc of some unseen intelligence ca.11 lie c]c(l.r!y p1·oved. 
Tlw lablo will lio movccl ! "ilf oved !" cxcl<1.ims someone. Y cs, <1.g<1.ia we 
sn,y, ·it ~uill bo 11wvetl ! Thousands of persons lmve i1ro11iul it, in their own 
l1omes. And now, •uo liavo oill!J to rcalizo tho fact that llte:;o -nnsacn bai11ys 
can sec nncl HEAil. 1is, and h ow easy to h ave commu?1ications from //,cni ! 
"\Ve h:wc only to 11.,/; ::ml we shall ·i·rccivt:. _,J;·;·ang.i, lltcu., ~cilh ihcin, t he 
method wh ich sh:i.11 be ntloptcd. S11e1.1k /.() ihmn 1ts llwu:1h yo1' s<tw flM1n. 
Aud, for exnmplc, " "'' //1 r 111 to move Lhc table in any mauner tha t !!•"' 
mity think fit to suggest, ns au iutcre~ting nwans o:· 1n·oviuy their l'owc;" 
and of r.$ill.blisltit1{/, boymu.1. ull doubt, the jiict of their presence iu your 
m idst. lfcqnesl l7ie11i, if, in reply lo a 1111esLion yon may put, Lhcy wish 
to give an 11;Uh-m11tive response, to move the tnhle a certain number of 
times-say, th1·eo ; if they wish to reply in t he 71cyati11~, to move i t mtce. 
A sk tlicm if tlicy will communicate with _yon by means of l/1-0 alplwbat 
If they reply in the o.ffirmativc, repent th e letters <listiuctly, :incl the 
table will be moved, or some other sio-nnl be given, when you arrive at 
t he several letters com1iosing t he wont the spiril;s wish to convc_y to _yon, 
which may be easily and profita.bly rend oulc011 tho 11wss<tJC is co1;iplclc. 
A nd now, hcwc ?ta f en;', 1f n11ylhi11r1 ~houlci take 11hcee 1vhich slc.011.Ul npprm· 
stra11go lo !/Oii. llm11embl~' that tlw 11owe;· which spfrits 11ossc~s ,:, ni•c;· mul 
11bovcJ /li o wdi1ir1,·y "",,,._,,. oj ,,,,;a,,,: l1 cncc, tho fads to wliich they 1·;i1·c 
r ise :ne 81'71cnwl1md. ]Jo 1w t fo/r,fm•, tlw11-, i n a11!f wu11. and :tll wi ll he 
well. Spirits have tl1c po1rcr, a11rl seem t o be fo11tl, ol' communicatin~ 
with us by 1;ucl.:i11g l!SCJ uf ilw Ct •lll, 1•: //w /11!lld, uf a " s1msi!iuo" pc1-.1011., to 
convey to ns informatio11 i11 1~1·il i11q. As suo11 as the " scnsiti·ue" lin.s 
thus, "fo r instance, bcc:11 l;1·ough t into requisition by spirits, he or she is 
clc1\L"ly <t " .illecli-um." The "J\Icdium," then, must be 'J'l"t!pcircJ t.ll be 
1wccl just in Lhe way which t he 9nuling ·i11tcll iycr1cfJ thiul;s fit. Spirits 
luwe t he power, one after :mother, to wri te through the hllntl of t he 
Medium, each ~pi'l-il 111unifc.</:iu!/ di,tillcli vv 11cc11tiaritier. of ., /ylt·. S pir its 
l1ave t he power of putting the Mcdimn into :1 stnLc of frcuic1J, aud, t hen, 
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one aftm· another, of s11eal•in9 , c'ncl ?1Utnifcstir11:1 stdkiw1 1'"r.11li<Gl'ilies of 
·1.•(Jic~. \V c have repeatccll.r witnesserl this ki nd of mauifcstn.tion in the 
cn.sc of n yonng l:vly, n.n Infant-school J\Ibtr ess; all([ we have hud tlte 
plea.~ure of listening to cu 1111.:rny m lhfrly cUatiJtct ~pf)Cdw..•, from ;\~ m r.uy 
cli lfot·ent spirit.s, occupying, altogether, :i.hout l11Jo lww·s in the course of 
one evening, in t he presence of ma n,Y fr iends. In t.hese inst;ince~. how­
ever, tlt-0 ilfcrli1.a1.'• own •11irit W!t~. yc11emlly, 1yi/ld,,nvn f•Q1" /u;;· boiliJ b!f 
n/hc;· .~pfrits, instead or heing put to sleep, or eutrnnced ; ;;o tl11it she 
wns, in fact, cn:.i.blcd to enj oy tlw i·cciliiics of a. spfri!iuil slrilB of i:.~i;le11v~. 
whilst hc1· bod_y was being used by spir its some of whom were once our 
intimn.tc earthly friends. A ncl, wlmt iti worthy of notice, sho w;l.:i, i1wa­
r i:thl.)', most ?·eliu:lant to i·olurn mvl (,; ;·op»H""' /wl' ow1i 1111,ly. Spiril-; 
h:wil t he power, when t hey hrwc withdrnw u tho i\lcdinm\ spir it, not. 
only to take "po~~cssion" of t he bocly, bnt to permit it to rcm'.\ill, for ;i 
length of Lime, fowmtlciS, a nrl, therefore, to all ap['~HtWW'. Dt:.1 D ! \'V c 
were requc.~tc:I, ~ome ycarJ ago, by some of t he lcmling mcdicni acntlcmcn 
of Enghind, to give them :in opportunit)' of wiine.>sing t hc;;c phenommm. 
On om· second visit to the \\Test Enu of Londo:1, before twenty of thc.-ic 
1rcntlcmcn, vnrious 1.um1fe-sf.atioas occnrrcd ; ancl, amougst the 1wmhcr, 
tli:~t one of which we h:ivc just spoken. The Medium's spirit was with­
dra.wn, with ci .~iljlt, jtr,sl cr.s too no/if)(J wkmi C4 pcrdO•~ dies, and her body r e­
mainod spfritlcs>, frn· 1no;·o thfin tw~nly mi.1mfoc, iii !Ito 1n·1~c1WG of these 
:1~11/lcmen, wlio sati:tjicrl llic1nsclvcs as lo lie;· bodily con,li/imi by lo1!Nhi1v;1 ltor 
fi ce11/y ope • .ecl eyes will• <t jimlltm', nncl by using sundry other means well 
known to medical mcu. 'l'lrn 1Jod:1 of Iha .ilfodiwn ·1y1~~ g;·mljilllJ cold ; the 
11w1licnl yc11llc11wa l1c1il wi.t'iefy d•,pidc1l 011 f/wi;· co1mfo11m1cilll ; more than 
one r cqnestccl us to "ln·i1i;1 ho;· lo," doubtless i'.::ari!lg tlmt she might Ile 
a vc;·iictbl~ cmpso ! It so happened t hat we knew bdiv;· than t his ; and 
we t herefore told t hese gentlemen that whn.t t hey sn.w before t hem was 
done by spir itual and not by hunmn :igency, a nd that we had nothing 
more to do with t he mnttcr tl.w.n to t:ike ch nrge of the body and to 
prevent experiments being t rice! in iguornnce of t he real state of th() 
cru;n In ct mo1nmu, fho t"rn!tl Si'jh bci:i;t hc:wrl. lier bo<ly WCB ia/.;.)n 71osscs­
sion of hy i\ spirit; who Imel been nccm;tomccl to do t his, and th e body 
Lhus re-tenanted by i i l iYing ~pirit ( though t10t its own) immecl intcly 
ros~ from t he prostl'atc condition in v hich it had been lying on t he floor, 
:1ml, ?111wf11ll!t standi:1f!: up, a speech was delivered 011 t l1c sn~ject of 
~piritnalism.-with wim~ c;rcct nptm the a udience GOJ) a lone knows. 
:Suffice it to ~;iy, t hese gcnLlcmr.n, at the end of tlic meeting, d1Hw1moed 
lhi.1 .;c::tsitivfJ !/Ot~rtJ l!!~ly cw au. '"i:u.pv.:[o,·," •ilt lw1· luJci;·iw} ! 'I'hus u111si 
~fctliums be pn:inircd lo have their fccli11gti wo11udcd : knowing, ns they 
do, thaL they arc hut in:;ti'llmu 1~t:; i11 t l1c h;~ncls or higlrnr powers, and 
:il~o Lli:.i.t, in ~i Ja:·ge proport ion of t he m:i.nifr.>l:itions, they arc utt~rly 

_,,_.., iinC()nscimis· oj-ctli ·tlui-t 7'1""· Uil,s1~. p!,,u:a .,tlu· ougl.J._theu·...lluitt·umcnt.ility, 
t111til :.i.ftcrwnr<lti informecl of it by t he persou under whose care thoy 
mny hn.vc t hought fit to plnc~ t hcm:;clvcs. vY c may observe, in passi11g , 
th;~t these medical gc11tlemcu, ·w!to ltu.'.l 1w .ft1il.J. ii~ m , tol<l ns that , if we 
persisted in " cloi1if' t h is, we s!ionl:l ".!:"fr·: I/tin yo1m:1 l •t· ly lo,, lm10U1; 

"asytmn! " \Ve k 11cw j nst wha.L v:Llu~ to pnt 11pu11 th is c:intion ; :Ln<I , 
the fact. is Lhn.t, a fter hnvin<r i<pcnt sr1mr, ,vc;u·:;, mor.t praiscwon.l1 il y, i11 
t.!ic solf-<lcuying clntic~ of :• ".\lc1li11::1," tli i:; )'(i;:n; hvl.Y !ta;; 1;lh)1;•11 11<1 

~ ign of " i11s:t1)ity" \\'11utcvcr, unlc~ti the takiu; to herself of :.i. wurU1y 
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"Jmsband he consi1lerecl to be snch ! S pirits have the power to spcnk to 
us m1dil•ly, 11•il/11mt .i,;ing Ilic lumu.1• orr1rinis1n; t hey hav1: power lo make 
sou.mis <1$ fcch lc and yet as distinct ns the ticking of n. \1·ntcli, or a;; lon<l 
as thongh 1n·orl11ced by n. blncksmith's h ammer ; t hey have power to 
Dl'CJ• 1.-;·isou. doors, to 1·oll wNt?f slones, to nnlio /.:11Q/lccl \'0/1~. :ind lo con­
f ou ml ilto jjfrt/c1·i1zliat n·ilk l1i,; Ol!in dum.~y 7!iC1~z1011H ; they have power to 
make tlwm.~el·1•as 1:isibh'. wul l«ngiblc loo, as well to people who a re ·11ot 
sensiti ,•c ns to these ll'ho are,-scnsiticc.• alway~ h:wing t he advantage; 
t hey have power to proclnce li:t!th; ea.sil!f sec:• by J1Ictlim11~ i n a ~·0011• front 
1vhich all 1wlnml o;· adijicial li:1!tt is u.1:Glwlccl; they have power to write 
ns it were 01t llto wall, 0 1· in <• mfrroi', n. m·yslal, or n. 1c1!1m·-bolllo, as fast 
as a School-mistress mn)' •·em/., and quicker thnn some Plto11oamplters 
can wi·1'/o ; they have the power to produce sr.cn.es in l ike manner, which 
l\Iedium~. i 11 their wal.·cful sta tr., iu a darkened room, sha ll be ~11;·aptu.;·c<l 
with, n11d shall clesct'ilio in glowing b 11g11nge ; they have the power to 
cause the 1m111l1ctiG uisio11s of 11ic ni!thl, the phenomenon of su11tmimb11lis111., 
nnd Lhc sp1:clrcr.l foi'ms of miimals mul birds which arc seen by many a t 
times whc111Jcath is not far off; they linve the power of co11d11cting the 
spirit of man hi mself as it rises, like the winged insect from its chrysn.l is 
form, to :rn atmosphere nud a life to which iL was a strnngcr; and they 
have, therefore. the power to " minister" to nrn.n t hrough li fe, and to 
convince hi m, if lie will bnt be c0111'inced, th n.t h is mortal form shall 
"pnt on immorta lity," nnd then io accompany him, at this eventful 
point of his life's l1istory, amidst Lhc scenes of which he may have h ad 
:i foretaste 01· ri foreknowledge hy means of S pirit ualism. 
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