






























































































































































































































































































































SOE'PTlOISl\1 -AND SPIMTU ,ALIS'M. 

There is much 1nore of the deepest inte rest connected witih 
·Spiritualism wlrich escapes the ken of supet-ficial 0bservers, but 
which the limits and the aim of these pages preclude me fr.om doing 
·more th·an alluding to here. It is evidently the key of all that 
)has hith erto appeared enigmatical and inexplicable in the history 
and faith of all nations and all ages. 

It has been ,veil remarked by the erudite director 0f the Rev:ue 
-Spiritualiste of Paris, that the new light now bursting on the world 
clearly points to the fact that every preceding revelation has been 
based on truth Divinely communicated to men ; that the gr.oss 

. superstitions, absurdities, and abuses which l1ave subsequently 
overlaid them are human excrescences not originally contemplated 
·by their inspired founders, and that each revelation has 'been 
-evide11tly adapted by its form and expression to the .zone .and race 
for ,vhich it was intended, in order to give it life and efficiency,. 

It mav be added that thi s is but another illustr.ation of tl1e law • • 

-whicl1 we -behold in operation throughout the univ.erse-variety 
in unity. That this philosophical view is correct, those who care to 

, ,investigate such un,vorlclly matters may easily assure themselves .. 
-

There is, I believe, no eX;isting record of a religion established 
'among -a civilized· nation, that is to say, among a ,race ,vJ1ose 
in,telligence has reached a 'flegree e5f development which :renders it 
•~usceptible of receiving the :higher ·truths of Divine inspirat ion,, 
·which is not •tracea ble up to the great 'fact of the one supneme 
:Gteator-alone, increate, omnipotent, unrivalled, unapproachable. 
•In every form of p01ytheism, even the most exaggerated and 
-de'basecl, the same great root forms the ·foundation-stone of the 
-whole superstructm·e. 'l'hus even under the fanaticism of the 
liin doo creed, this grossest of polytheisms, we find :tib.e ,gr.eait 
·Brahm, -the unique, the eternal. So with :Bouddhism, ~mth 
:r.,atn'aism, with the belief of the Egypt.ians, with Sa:baism, Islamism, 
•etc. ·G£her :features distinctive of .all these ancient f(!)r.ms e5f 
·re:velation, ,vhich clearly -mar.k tlreir affinity ,to ea:ch .other .and; )to 
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' 

.the present influx, are the Divine inspiration on which they are all 
avowedly based, and the spiritual pl1enomena which have ever 
attested the superhuman illumination of their prophets, and have 
accompanied their mai1ifestations ,vhenever they hl;l,ve broken out. 
It is no less remarkable, and evidently providential likewise, tha~ 
these ,vicle-spread and sudden outbursts of spiritual illuminatio~ 
and phenomena have invariably taken place at epochs of transition 
.and moral degrad ation, when the preceding revelation had ceased 
to find credence among the superior intellects of the educated 
celasses of society, whose Scepticism, filtering down through the 
mass, renders the popular creed powerless any longer to influence 
the feelings or the conduct of the ~ajority, and ,vhen, as the 
:inevitable consequence, materialism and its accompanyi11g temp9ral 
:lusts, sordid passions, and unmitigated egotism have invaded and 
.corn1pted society at large . . 

' 

These o' are considerations ,vhich might and ought to suggest 
themselves to every reasoning mind that stl1dies history and 

/ 

<psychological phenomena, past and present, ,vith intelligence and 
,earnestness, but there are others, if possible, still more striking, 
,vhicl1 fall less within the reach of ordinarv observers . 

• 
When -occupied with these investigations, I had occasion, in my 

cosmopolite wanderings, to discuss tliese subjects with learned i:a­
dividualsofmany races and creeds. I was greatlysuprised to find that 
:among all, witho11t ex.ception, the tradition of spiritual intercourse 
is believed and maintained by those most versed in the r econdit e . 
. tenets of their faith, not alone in the past, but i11 the present day. 
Justly reasoning from analogy, I make no doubt that the same fact 
'lllay be verified throughout the fa! East, by any one ,vhose op­
·portunities of investigation may be still more extensive than mine. 
To mention a few of the instances that came under . my own ob­
.servation: My friend the Turkish ambassador, once convinced of 
the facts, placed himself in communication with some of the most, 
:venerated and erudite ~ervishes of Stamboul on the subject. They• 
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informed him that his discovery was no novelty to them, for that 
the holy men of their sect had been in posses~ion of the secret of 
comml1nicating with spir its for t,velve hundred years . 

I myself, previous to this, on going to visit the howling dervishes, 
at Scuta ri , instantly perceived that the inauguration of the cere­
mony was entirely a spiritual evocation. Incense was burned in a 
censer before the chief dervish and his two principal assistants, 
precisely as we read of in the magical operations in the '' Arabian 
Nights," while all three prayed inwardly and with l\.foslem solemnity 
for a quarter of an hour, the remainder of the confraternit.y mut­
tering in the intel'im a sort of chant. But this was not all. The 
sequel fully confirmed my first observation, and converted the sur\.. 
mise into cel'tainty. Previous to that part of the ceremony ~,}~en 
the dervishes cut arid transpierce themselves with knives, poniards, 
and hooks, every one of the fanatics who took part in this per­
formance ,vent up to the head dervish, who rnagnetized each in 
succession, palpably, and incontestably, after the most approved 
fashion of modern magnetizers ; first taking hold of the hands 
and pressing the thumbs between his own for a few moments; 
then stroking him down with both hands on the checks, shoulders, 
and thighs, gazing fixedly into his eyes the whole time,-an 
operation which took bet,veen seven and eight minutes for each 
individual. I need not remind those who know anything of mag­
netism, that less time is requisite to induce magnet ic effects with 
some subjects, and even trance, with clairvoyants and those who 
are in 1·apport with magnetizers. 

At the close of the ceremony, three infant children were brought 
in for the chief dervish to heal. He was a large, tall, corpu­
lent old · man. The babies were laid on the carpet at his feet . 
They were fi:om a few ,veeks to two or three months old. Two 
assistants then helped him to mount upon their bodies, having 
done which they withdrew, leaving him standing with one foot full 
on the chest, and the other 011 the stomach of the infant, which, 

:M 



"SOEPTIO IS l\'I AND SPiivITUALI S~!. ' ,, 

•as. 'if purposeJy, kept -s.1:nilu1g a.nd,,cro,ving clttr.ing tl1e :eu.l;ire ~¥ .. e ' 
·Qr six min'l:ttes that .this :perilous :feat was protracted. Three #~~s f 
it 1vas 1·epeatecl,. the baby e~ch time bi,iug ca.p1;j,ed a',v~ , .~n :$.11.~::f. - , ,,· .,,. 
'.motb.e1·'s .• a1·m.s., witb,o:ut ihav.in,g ' she.d :a. tear ·Ot U:tte1·~d,-;!.\r-<I.11r~}1 
thou.gh wide a1vake, la"Q.ghing, an!l ,evi-tle:Jl{ly uniuj:ure1;,.,.....,.an.;.;a;~;.;,j 
solu.~ impossibility, . had . not .some ocou1t infl:ttenpe .pJ1.esell¥.icl;~ 
it f,1x~m haiim; for· unde r. -or<linary ·mrcumsta..noe.s . the p0nder~JI~;J 

·" 
,,,reight of the · 014 iuau must i:uev.i'tably- have crushed in .the~ 

'~-·•~; 

st~.mach and ·c.hest of the in~nt, and have, b1·0ken its feeble . bpµ,~$'.'.5 
" As for deceit 0 1· delusion,:, there neither was n:or could \ave ,be.en:.;, 

.any capable of eluding my eyes, ,for I was seated v-:itli vario'tiJt , 
~ther spectators, on a lo'IV step . 'With;tl a cot11:1le of yards ~~ th~;:fr 

~p_e~visb, watching lLis· n~ked _feet the whole,. time; placecl:,a,!I', t;ll~ i 
,.~ .~ 
.... , ""' full th f h b b' ' b a· hi tl · 1-~1 ' ··• ~-"rere ·. · on e top ,o t e a 1es o 1es, · s ar.ros, : 1e W<1Wej,-;, 

•• i 

.crp.ssed .OIJ. his che§t, ancl .uothing ,vhateve1~ within 'l'& 'tch ·tQ. t.llik.it . . . . ~ 

!lW-Y ,porp on -of his ,veight off his human· pedestal. Yet. p.e ·dQllit ~·· . .. · ... ::,••;:. 
_:a+-e tlle geneJ:al1ty of. ob$ei•ve.rs, tha t tl 1ese s.tra:n:ge facts, and thenit 

I ~ · 1, 
~lucielatiQn, ·scarce1y attra.et more tb.a.n ·ll( ,0U1·s0ry ,vor<l from ti:.f;\ 
:v:e:llers) and. ~ot one, J. be~eve,, has ·.remark ed th e clet:ail-s ,l h1:11v-i! 

... pre•6011slv iri,•en. . . . ., :ti;&. 
; __ . Had :c· blown .netlling of -Spi1•iPt1alisni ,till that ~ou.1c, I ,sc7h!1>~,, 
~h~l .,l1p,v:e malle it a p.oiu:t t0 l0ok m·to .it,, ,so self-~\id.ent -wi!is,jt-~~ 

, .me :th'at only ,by .some_occtrlt agency eo1.1ld • the -s~g.uliJ,l' peJ?;furim:an:9.i 
, iL h,af/1 1'·itnessed have l>ee:n -thJ:lS -innooa.Qns}y .a;ohieved. • . · '1f1"r-~;i 
. , . ;I)iscnsf3i»g tl1e topic -in1.bseq11ently -:wit:}1 the , then Se,raskier of ~Jf~ 

:Porte, a very leat.'ned an,d ,sagacio.us Moslem -of tl1~ olcl:sehpbl,:~ , 
""Wliose h.011s~ I ,vas .i,taying. on a i'isit, he inf0.1m1ed m_e that it •)V:·~ ~ 
..fact onl3r ino \\'ll to the init-iated in the se!ee:pest my$teries of J$l~~ m 
,tha.t -~e1·t.a;in indivicl:u.a1s J1a~e-al'\¾•ay,s ])OSs~s;sed the see1:et of c0~ : :· 
,na·uniqating "rith.--th e •spn•ii:ittal ,vo1·ld,, an.d, ,mo1·.eower, . of . .recfit~ ~ ; 
·di).'e.ct :µ:ispiration fro;m God; that t l~e m~an.s ,are ·!\. mystei.-y:-.s();AAP.J ~ 
: lou~ly .concealed.from t}ie profane; th at :the~~-can and do-crun~ ~ ~ 
, qa,t.e it o.ccasio11ally, bt1t only to acle1lts of -the holie.st lives, th.e~p.Jilit.i~ 
' -.?.·:'~~ 
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aims, and the loftiest aspirations, and seldom, except at the point 
of death when they are desirous of transmitting it to a disciple and 
successor; ,vhile no money, no bribe, can purchase it from them. 
One of the first preparations to facilitate the operation of their 
superhuman gifts and the mysterious agencies they call into action, 
the Pacha informed me, is intense asceticism. :J\{ost of these in­
dividuals, he asstl.l'ed me, reduced their corporeal requirements to 
the extreme of human abstinence, some gradually reducing their 
food till they brought themselves to live upon a single date a day. 
More, he either could not or ,vould not tell me. 

Since then, questioning the Jews in the Levant and in 
Morocco, I have found that they hold exactly the same creed . 
They, too, assured me that there are still holy men among their 
Itabbis and roost religious sects, who, being absolutely detached 
from all temporal lusts, and leadiug a perfectly pure, religious, 
and ascetic life, obtain the faculty of receiving direct inspii·ation 
from God, and performing miracles by prayer and volition, aided 
by superhu-man agencies. It is supposed likewise, that they possess 
a secret by means of which they attain to these gifts, and ,vhich 
is never divulged to any but adepts, and then under certain solemn 
conditions. Many extraordinary narratives are treasured up of the 
actions of these holy men. 

In Algeria, I found the identical belief prevalent among the 
natives. Moreover, in addition to many an extraordinary tale, 
recounted of theii· marabouts, or saints, there still exist tl1ere two 
famous Zaouias (the name of certain religious institutions where 
dervishes and priests reside and are . educated). One of these is 
situated in Grand Kabylia, the members of which profess openly 
to hold communion with the spiritual world, and ,vhere persons of 
holy aspirations retire, and in order to obtain visions of direct 
intercourse witl1 superhuman entities, and miraculous gifts; give 
themselves up to an ascetic life, a condition apparently greatly 
conducive to this result, probably by etherealizing the body as 

M:2 
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much_ as possible, and tl1us hy disembarrassing it of much. of its 
material grossness, facilitating the development of spiritual 11er­
ceptions. 

· -I need not l1ere allude to the more current traditions of the 
Catholic saints, hut I cannot forbear pointing out the remarkable 
coincidence bet,veen the spiritual phenomena recorded of them 'and 
those which attend spil'itual mediums in the prese11t day. In half 
the convents of Italy are to be seen pictures representiug St. J<"ran­
cis of .A.ssisi, St. Bruno, St. Catherine of Sienna, etc., etc., rising 
into the air, in a state of trance, befoi;e their astonished commllni­
ties; representations founded on the traditions handed do,vn in 
their convents. This is precisely the parachute phenomenon which, 
.has bee11 repeatedly ,vitnessecl i11 the present day, in the case of 
lfr. Home and other po,verful 1~ediums, affirmed, as the wits de-­
clare, by persons "'hose testimony is in all ways unexceptionable, 
whe.n not : given in favour of facts to ,vhicl1 these gentlemen are 
please~ to take exception. 

/ 

I h'.ave often l1eard it observed by determined sceptics, who had 
read the famous "'ritings of St. Theresa from curiosity, celebrated, . 
as they are among Catholics, for their unction and eloquence, that . 
there ,vas one startling characteristic pervading tl1en1 _ ,vhicl1 had 
taken the~ by surprise, namely, the supreme ·conviction whicl1 
inspires every line. The accents of impassioned truth in whicl1_ 
sl1e 11arrates her visions, ancl tl1e l1eavenly raptures derived from 
the presence of her superhuman visitants in l1er convent cell, are 
generally admitted to bear se striking an impress of veracity ai1d 
reality, that it is hardly possible, when reading them, to att1·ibute 
the ,vhole to im1Josture or self-delusion. . .. 

The mystery is now solved-as is many another problem, past, 
present, and future, that has hitherto baffled explanation:-by the 
sublime revelations of Spiritualism. It is the g.reat Isis of anti ~: 
quity ; _ "_all that is, that was, and is to be; ,vhose veil no morta:J, 
had _ ever lifted." It is the . SOl:!rCe of every ancient prop.hecy., of 

-· " 
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• e\'ery n1iracle, of every oracle, of' every ,vorHler that l1istory l1as 
ever recorded. It is the ,visdom of t11e n1a.gi ; the secret of the 
hiei•ophants arid gy1nnosophists of I~gypt; of the rnysteries of Ele11-
sis, of i\fithra, a1ul of 'l'rophonius; the illnn1ination of J>ytl1agot•as ; 
the demon of Socrates ; the inspiration of })lato; the l'in.g of Sol­
on1011. Its invisible and fluid entitit:s are the gotl.s and cle1ni-gods 
of' every mytl1ology. ~L'hey art: tlte nyn1pl1s, r1a'iads, fau:ns, sylvans, 

and satyrs of (Jreece. 'l'hey are the lares and pe11ates, the 1nanes 

and lcinurcs of' llon:1e ; the valkynes ancl nornas, the gnomes, 
el,,es, fairies, sylphs, bro,v11ies, van1pires, latius of the Nort11, and 

the peris, genii, hotiris, and afreets of tl1c East. '[!heir occult 
age11cies are the ,vru:ul of 1\-:f.erlin, the lol'e of tl1c sibylsJ the Druicls, 
and tlte augurs; the clen1011ology ancl ,vitchcraft of the n1idclle ages; 

tl1e rniracle-,vorkers of' 1\pollonius, of tl1e apostles and tlte saints 
of lviahon1et a11d .,\Ibertus l\Iagnus, of l>araeelsus, Cagliostro, 1u1d 
the Count of St. Ger1nans, no lcs:i tl1an of I-Iindoo and .. A.rabian 

SOl'cerers. They are tl1e doctrine of the illu1ninati, the conviction and 

strength of the martyrs. I11 a ,vord, spiritual agency is the lcey of 
every euign1a, ancl tl1e exphtrui.tion of every pheno1nenox1 at 'I-Vl1iclt 
short-sigl1tecl sat,ants a11d sceptics l1ave st1·a.ine<l a.ud revolted fron1 
the earliest da,vn of scier1tific arrogance to its full development in 
its present noo11day, and ,vith ,vhicl1 baffled science, fro1n tl1e days 

of I!erodotu3 and .. A.ristotle do,vn to those of Professor }'araday, 
has i11variably failed to grapple. 

If tl1ese conclusio11s are s,veeping, tl1cy are not the less founded 

on logical and ,varra11table deductions. '1:hose ,vl10 take the trouble 

to verify t11e facts ·with unprejudiced eyes, a11d ,v110 read the 

darkness of the past by the ligl1t of tl1e p1·esent, will be able to 
affirm tl1cm, if they study both ,vit]1 rcaso11ing a11d careful it1ves­
tigatior1. 1'hey ,vill find, on looking deeper i11to the question, tl1at 
in all avo,vedly supc1•htu11an phenon1e11a, i11 ancient as i11 modern 

thnes, tl1e evocation ar.ul the indication of spirit presence "'ltS tl1e 
indispensable and ur1ivc1•s.il prclirninary. 'l'ln1s J>ythia could })l'O-
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J.iounce no oracle till the laurel-tree beside the grotto shook it, 
branches spontaneously, to announce the arrival of the invisible. 
The brazen basins or cymbals, suspended on the trees of Dodona, 
sounite<! untouched, previous to the oracle's transmission, evi­
dently for the same purpose. The apparitions and communica­
tions in the imitations of Eleus is and Mithra, the visions and 
prophetic dreams in the cave of Trophonius, in the fanes of lEscula­
pius and other gods, were all the sequel of spirit11a.l invocations. 
Throughout the entire history of revelation aud occult science from 
the remotest records of mythology and history, spiritual evocations 
and spontaneous e,ridence of spirit ual agency may be traced in one 
unbroken sequence, as the method adopted by every thaumaturgist, 
and as the generating action of all occult and superhuman phenome­
na. that have ever fallen under the observation of men, and been 

• transmitted to a wondering and sceptical posterity by their written 
or oral traditions. 

Bef<?re bringing this dissertation to a conclusion, there is one 
remaining point on which I tl1ink it not irr elevant nor unimportant 
to dwell, for the enlightenment of those who, only knowing Spi­
ritualism by name, might perhaps imagin e that the new revelation, 
confirming the debated question of the Divine inspiration of its 
predecessors, may claim to be the consecration and confirmation 
of the superst itions and the illogical absurdities which priestcra~ . 
and human presumption have interpolated in them all, and which 
even in our day, are foisted upon the human understanding as an 

' integral part of the original dispensation, consequently, as Divine 
truth. The reverse is the case, as reason tells us must be, with a.11 
that proceeds from God. The abdication of our reasoning faculties 
in favour of tenets which every conclusion of sound logic demon­
strates to be contradictory, absurd, and immoral, hence, necessarily 
at variance with every Divine attribute, is a requisition evidently 
incompatible with the wisdom, jmtice, and truth of the Almighty . . 
· That we should place trust . in His supreme goodness and omnis-
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• 

' t:ience · is ·,totally .different from the ~gregious demand up.on. oru; 
, faith exacted b.y tbeologians of all ~reedst ,vbo tell us, that " '.e ha, ,e 
'Ito righ.t to -question His decisions, and that He has a righ-t to· d@ 
;· 

.,,v.}tat He pleases, because 1-Ie is omni potent; a $tt ange meth~d., 
. . 
e~tainly, of extenuating the crimes.-and blunders laid to His chru.1ge 

).'~ writing s reputed Divine, lil.Ot~vithstanding the intTins-ie evidenc .e 
pf human passions and l1uman ignorance ,vhich they afford . _ 

·• '.i ;J;t is l1ardly co:nc.eivab.le that any rational person should seriously . 
· ~t.ge· so· .s11i~llo,v ancl untenable an argument as tl1a,t G,od has a-right 

a 

t!'»·do :what Re 1,leases simply because tlle.re is no judge above Him 
·to call Ii;im to account .for Hi s-a.ctions, which is the true interpre~ 
tation. o:€ the theory i;if justification by oi.nnipotence. Its real 
bearin:g·is·to impute to God the same u.11,vai:ra,utable ·abuse-of force 
a,s. that ,vhich ·dlsgi1aces and condemns human autocrats, and acc).1s-

,.jng Him of -justifying it -by the bas.est,. the most illogical, and tl1e 
most l'evolting of all ar.gume11ts, the "i'easo11 of the stconge'.st.?' 
:In a ,word, it is reducing God to a level wi.tl1 the ruthless Czar, 011 

;.the sanguinary King B0mba,. 
,, It is ·ql:tite conceiv.able that God, leavi11g men to .the exercis.e .of 
thl!it free. -volition 1"ith which He has. endowed them, in orcle1· to 

' 

;-~n-able them, to acqu.iie that moral and in~ll ectual merit ,vh.ich 
; e':Ven omnip.otence could not give them, unless th ey acqtUt'e it by 
?their o::ivn. ex:ei:tions, aci.ld by their o"'ll inte llig.ent seltlction bet~een 
t . , ' 
· -go.0.d. and e,,il, sho,uld tw:n their o,vn crimes, errors, and follies to 
,.accom1t, for :.e;is providential purposes, as ,,ie daily see a:vound 
' . 

:''ri~ ; b.ut. it is. inc.onceivab1e, and inadmi ssible, on any .. plea of.·ex-, . 
\pedien:cy , . omn .ipo~nce, or ·pxescien.ce, that . H~ should originate,, 
;-riitdain,. or favour thew evil instincts, guilty deeds, ari.d igno.r-an.t. 
bl'lm'd:ers .. 

:'f/>ii 1ortunately for the . fu.turit y. 0f .Spiritualism, and the great 
~.~onS.olation, liap~e ss, and . en•Jjght enm,.ent. which it pro~ses to 
: ritan-kind, it is not · these obsolete ancl .ilTati.onal tenet ,'! ,vhiAA it 
a • • 

· t!Qm~s-:to. con:fi.1.·m and .approve. .EverJ)V liel'e. th~ ~ublin1e._ a,nd 
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glorious truths discovered by spiritual entities of lofty hierarchies, 
destroy all these abominations, and combine to divulge revela,.:. 
tions of a nature so sublime, so perfect, so stupendous ,. so 
logically conformable to every Divine attribute, that nothing the 
human imagiu3:tion has ever conceived, or its loftiest ambition as­
pired to, can surpass or image the glory of the providential scheme 
which is now fi1·st dawning on man's limited and clouded horizon. 

This much briefly resumed of spiritual doctrines and illu1nination 
to rectify any misconception on the part of the uninitiated as to the 
theoretic al bearing of Spiritualism, or the nature of the recantation 
of Scepticism avowed by the author of these pages. While. ad- · 
mitting the fact of spiri~ual intercourse, on incontestably evidence, 
were the spiritual entities, who testify th'eir presence by the physical 
phenomena around us, to endorse the dismal credos of the past, 
I should assuredly be as little disposed to give them c1·edit for'-a 
Divine autho1ity as I should be to accept the fiat of another­
Hild ebr;i.nd or another Loyola, against the testimony of reason, 
even j f' the days when popes and saints ,vere reckoned jnfaJlible 
could ever return ~ Such, however, is not the alternative thrust 
upon us. To all those "'ho ~ave sought to dive into its deeper· 
mysterie s with since~e and lofty aspirations, and l\ith minds un .. 
biassed by preconceived , prejudices, and a. parti pris as to cer-: 
tain rooted sectarian ideas, the information conveyed is such as 

• 

must convince any il1telligent mind that the advent of this ne~ 
infl1Lx of Divine revelation •is specially destined -to convince a 
scientific age of the tangible reality of truths, whose unapproachable 
splendour has hitherto only flashed in faint and uncertain gleams 
across the purest souls and the grandest intell~cts. ·,, 

Before dismissing the topic for the present, there are two re­
maining categories of antagonists, who take their stand · on special 
grounds, which it is likewise necessary to~refute, not having hither,- ), 
to had occasion to allude to them. , 
,. The first, question the fact that any Divine revelation has ever, 
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the prospect of a general felicity originated by purely human 
causes, independent of any providential interposition ,vhatever, 
he states, that " Good laws are the first necessity of civilized com­
munities, since without law, no security can exist." While, failing 
security, there can be no happiness for reasoning beings, since 
they can other,vise reckon on nothing beyond the enjoyment of the 
present momeut,-a species of satisfaction ,vhich could only content 
unreflecting animals. Strange to say, he fails to see that this one 
admission upsets his entire theory of possible happin ess for intelli­
gent beings, independently of immortality or revelation, siuce the 
primary security most essential of all others to happiness, that of 
life, is precisely the point ,vhich no amount of physical improve­
ment can ever insure. Not all the sanita ry ameliorations and ad­
vanced scieuce he boasts can ever guarantee to men immunity fi·om 
the fatality or accident ,vhich may send eithe r themselves or those 
they love best, prematurely to the other ,vorld, at a second' s notice. 

Hence, the first of all securities, th at of existence, being ,vholly 
unattainable in this world, under any conditions of material or 
moral advancement, happiness is no less beyond the reach of in­
tellectual beings, on any other conditions than those of a reasoned 
conviction of immortality. 

There is another striking point entirely overlooked by the advo­
cates of utilitarianism, ,vhich is equally destruct ive of all their 
conclusions; namely, that with loftier and more widely propagated 
'intellectual development, spiritual a.c;pirations and perceptions 
augment and deepen in the same ratio. As the intellect becomes 
more enlight ened and more refined, its instincts and feelings become 
perpet~ally more exalted, acute, and profound. The mind embraces 
a wider radius and pur er aims, while its aspiration s to immortality 
and progress become more absorbing, more inten se, and more soar­
ing, with every successive phase of mental development; thus, 

' 
,vith the univer sal diffusion of education, spiritual instincts and 
affections must €ver become more and more ,videly propagated ,; 
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and more active and powerful in their operation. IIence, instead 
of the world becoming a paradise witli advancing science, it ,vould 
approacl1 nearer and nearer to a moral Tartarus, unless the progress 
of spirituAf science kept pace with its physical rivals. 

The necessity, therefore, of immortality, implies the necessity of 
revelation, since the first ,vould be an unjustifiable deception without 
the second. Immortality implies the responsibility of free and 
progressive souls. I-Jenee foilows the necessity of revelation, since 
no one can justly be held liable to the penalty of his acts, unless he 
is duly apprized of the fact; and being warned of their consequences, 
is thus induced to reject evil and to aspire to excellence. It 
is unquestionably, therefore, in the ltighest degree imp:)rtant 
that men sl1oulcl be assured of the truth, in order to regulate by it 
their conduct here. It is only on the surmise that both providence 
and immortality are a delusion, that it can be admitted that reve­
lation ,voulcl be supererogatory. 

On premises as logically incontestable, it can be demonst1·ated 
that revelation is an essential concomitant of the dispensations of 
an omnipotent and perfect being. There is an argument which I 
do not remember to have seen suggested either by philosophers 
or theologians, which to any logical mind must, I think, afford 
absolute demonstration; namely, that admitting the existence of 
God, He cannot be inferior to our highest conceptions of Him. This 
stands to reason ; for could the human imagination realize anything 
superior to the nature and attributes of the Divinity, men would 
virtually surpass Him, since all that failed them to do so, would be, 
not the will nor the conception, but simply the material power. 
Hence it follo"•s, that God's providential . government of the 
universe must be a fact, and not a myth, unless we deny that 
there is a God at all; for e"idently, providential government, pre­
supposed to be perfectly just, ,vise, beneficent, ubiquitous, omnis­
cient, and omnipotent, is incalculably superior, both theoretically 
and practically, to a government ruled by general laws alone. 
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These can evidently operate efficiently and satisfactorily only when 
,applied to inert matter. Intelligence and free volition necessarily 
entailing infinite ".ariety of character and ~ventitious conconi, 
itants, no general laws, conceivable or possible, be they ·framed by 
God or man, can by any amqunt of ing~nuity or power be adapted 
to meet the immeasurable · modifications, and the extenuating 01· 

aggravating circumstances which in justice ought to be weighed in 
the balance of each individual case-: So far, :therefore, as the,y 
concern the government of free, intelligent beings, they are clearly 
-only a paltry human expedient, destined to supply the deficiency· 
,of the Divine prerogati ves which are indispensable to the efficient 
carrying :out of the . first. 

I proceed to illustrate my meaning .' 
Let us suppose that a human sovereign were supremely good, 

-unselfish ; just, and generous; that he ,vere absolutely incapab le of, 
permitting any but the most impartial, upright, wise, and elevated 
motiv~s' to impel his actions; that he were, in short, the exact con­
ver~e of what sovereigns generally are. I t would evidently be 
infinitely more grand, bountiful, and beneficial, that he should in-.. 
quire into every indi vidual case, administeri ng justice, distributing ' 
·favour, protection, or condemnation with due consideration for - •. 
the peculiar circumstances, and the intrinsic character of eacli' 
,several person, including every element ,vhich has contribute,a. 

, ' 

•~ bias it . For this, however, it ,vould require the faculties 
70f seeing into men's minds, of weighing their deeds by theit 
genuine intentions, desires, and motives, of attending to myri~ :. 
-of different matters at once, and of seeing, hearing, accom~/· 
plishing everything one's , self, hence, ,.being everywhere at o~ :t 
-and the 'same moment. It need scarcely be pointed out thay_; 

' .. 
-such a task as this ,vholly exceeds the limits of human life~ 
capacity, knowledge, and power. Hence, recourse has b/.'ien-· 
judieiously and indispensably had to general laws, by ,vhich mueli-~ 
-injustice, much suffering, and much evil is necessarily -occasione~;--
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since tl1ey cannot possibly he adapted to every individual case, but 

whicl1 is 11evertheless infi11itelv preferable to the futile and per-. ' 
nicio11s atten1pt to carry out ,vl1at it is far beyond 1nan's power to 
put ir1 p.ractice,-a fact of ,vl1icl1 we possess the daily illustration in 
tl1e 1niserahly inefficient arid e,,il working of all so-called paternal 
or autocratic governments. 

l3ut a11 expedient is only acceptable faute rte uzieu:r., or <J<)nceivahle, 
on tlu1 plea of the irnpossihility of doing hetter. ls there any rational, 
uprigl1t, and conscientious l>eing ,vho ,vould select the i111perfect in 
preference to the perfect? or any philanthropic mind wl1ich, having 
it iu its po\vCr to confer vast benefits on l\urnanityJ artd the optio1t 
of' t,vo n1et]1ods ,vl1ereby to effect it, the one heing capable of doing 

some good, te1npered ,vith a largt) propol'tion of ,~vil, and tl1e other 
effecting the ne plus ultra of good, v,ith.ont any adtnixture of evil 
at all, ,vould, in fttll discel'nn1ent, select the first in prcfereuee to 
the last? 

Sl1oukl tJ1ere he anv one so blincl as to contest the fact that • 
providential governn1ent, under t11ose ])ivine co11ditio11s ,vJ1icJ1 earl 
.alone render it efficient, practical, and perfect, would he infinitely 

superior to a government b)r general Ia,vs, I ,vonld l)l'Opose the 
following query:-

!Jct us suppose a bishop full of pl1ilanthropy, disinterestedness, 

and ,visclom,-itl a ,vord,' the JJrecise converse of bisl1ops in general. 

lie establisl1es the 1nost sagacious general hi,vs fol' the government 

and guidance of his diocesans. Ile provides_ fo1· their spirit11al and 
ten1poral ,vantsJ en niasse, as far as i11 him lies. IIe lays do,vr1 

general fli1·ectio11s of all descriptions, for tl1e enlig11te111ner1t, and 

a.ssista11cc of tl1e good, the ·refol'tnation and reprobation of tl1e evil. 

Ile omits 11othing, in sl1ort, \vhich judicious gei1eral la,vs can clo to 
a1neliorate their moral and physical condition. I11 the neighbour~ 

hood there lives a 1nodel clel'gymau, one of those professors of 

Clrristia11ity v,ho JH'actisos charity instead of only preaching it. IIe, 

instead of laying do,vn general la,vs, Yisits cvt~i-)r cottage and every 
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household _in his parish; makes himself intimately acquainted ,vith 
the charact~r and history of every one of their inmates (for 
beneficent, not for interested or prying purposes). Fortunately 
for his parishioners, he is ,vealthy, influential, wise, just, and 
munificent. IIe personally ascertains ·the wants ancl aspirations, 
the virtues, ,veaknesses, capacities, and shortcomings of eacl1 
individual. He metes out to each ,vith judiciousness, impartiality, 
and benevolence whatever is best suit ed to the circumstances and 
the minds of each person, whatever he knows to be best 
adapted, whether as trial, correction, consolation, or reward, to 
the fault s, the evil tendencies, the afflictions, and the merits of 
each and all. Will any one ,,enture tc;> deny that the providential 
ministra tion of the benevolent clergyman, presupposing it to be 
perfect and infallible, would b,e infinitely more beneficial in 

• 
every respect, moral and temporal, to his parishioners, than the 
wise general laws of the sagacious bishop ? 

What is true, therefore, on a minute scale is no less true on an 
infinite one, ,vith the advantage on the side of Divinity of beiug 
able to carry out the providential system \vithout any of the fla,vs, 
errors, and shortcomings inherent to all that is human. 

It is evidently quite conceivable that God being supremely good, 
perfect, wise, and just should govern the reasoning, feeling, .and 
responsible beings He has created by providential care and love, 
rather than by general laws ,vhich amount to leading men on to. 

' their destiny, whatever it may be, like a flock of sheep; or straws 
floating on the stream. It , is, moreover, infinitely more just, be­
neficent, sublime, and glorious thus to govern the universe and its 
myriads; and since, to a being who possesses ·the necessary quali­
fications of omniscience, ubiquitousness, and omnipotence, there 
can be no difficulty in realizing this stupend9us scheme, it cannot 
be logically supposed that God should give the preference to the 
inferior and imperfect expedient, the option being in His power . 
. This argument, to my mind at least, amounts to demonstration, 
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and, I trust, ,vill produce the same effect on many another. Fol­
lowing it out in its necessa1·y consequences, it results thence that 
the imn1ortality of the soul is a. certainty, for there can be no pro­
vidence for intellectual beings, wider other conditions. 'l'his in­
volves the necessity of revelation; for immortality and the moral 

· responsibility it entails would he, as before stated, an unjustifiable 
snare, unless meu ,vere duly prepared for the1n, an!l assu1·ed of 
their trnth. 

This brings us back to the question previously discussed; i. e., 
the necessity of revelation being propol'tionecl to the enlighten-

• 
ment of the age, a1id of its coming in a form, and aceompanicd 
by evidence of a nature, fully adequate to authenticate its Divine 

• 
source and to convince tl1e most sceptical minds. 

'fhese requisitions I hope that I have demonstrated Spiri­
tualism con1pletely to fulfil, always starting from the premise that 
the marvellous manifestations to ,vhich I and so many others bear 
wituess, are undeniable facts. For I repeat once tnore, it is the 
question of fact ,vhich is the turning-point of the entire contro­
versy for the present. If these ,von<lers al'e facts, no rational 
person can any longer contest their source or their purpose, unless 

. it be the somewhat prejudiced members of the sacred college, and 
the disciples of Loyola, the inquisition, ancl the propaganda. 
These facts it is within the power of every intelligent individual 
to test and ascertain for himself; and it is assuredly the duty of 
every one to test them ,vho cares about the future of bis soul, or, 
indeed, about anything except temporal interests and mundane 
pleasures. 'rhey have only to do what I and my fi·iends did,-to 
give the matter se1·ious an.d impartial investigation ; to devote to 
it a fair proportion. of tl1e time and patience they so liberally con­
secrate to cricket, or whist, or interesting morning visits and 
evening re-unions, in order to obtain the evidence for themselves. 

To those, bo\vever, ,vho find this too great a sacrifice in a matter 
of such trifling importance as the future condition of their souls, 
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and the revelat ions of God, I have a few observations to address. 
As they do not choose to seek th e evidence ,vhich they can obtain . 
on no other conditions than that of self-exertion, the question of 
fact must, to them, inevitably re1nain .doubt fltl. Nevertheless, as 
hundr eds of thousands of educated, intell igent, and disinterested 
witnesses-corroborate these facts, both in the Old World and the 
N e,v ; as they number among their converts some of the brightest 
int ellects and the most brilliant reput ations in Europe; as spirit­
ual societies ro:e spreading to such an extent over intelligent, 
scepti cal France, and among the upper classes of quick-witted, 

, 

brilliant Italy, t~at the whole Catholic clergy have taken the alarm, · 
and a.re everywhere vainly endeavou.ring to stem tl1e tide by multi­
plying their predications and diatribes a.gainst Spiritualism ancl 
spiritualists from every pulpit and in every pastoral letter,-it is 
only a rational conclusion, that in 01·der to progress so rapidly, to 
spread so wide, and to become so fo1·roidable, they must have some 
ground to stand upon. ln other words, it might be clear to any 
one ~ho reflects at all, that there is at least a very strong proba­
bility that there is something in it. 

Another sign of the times, "'hich those who are shrewd enough · 
to give certain significant indications thei r due ,veight might digest • 
to some purpos e, is, that the " Civita Cattolica" has recently come 
boldly forward and proclainied tlie certainty of the spiritua l phe­
nomena and intercourse, in a series of articles which have excited 
world-wide attention among Cath~lic circles, ancl which are not yet 
or only just terminated. I think little of tl1e asseverations of Je ­
suits or Ultramo 11tanists, where their own interests are concerned ; 
but ,vhere tl1e revers~ is the case, the ~1alue of their testimony is con. 
s~derably enhanced. In another · point of view, moreover, this avowal 
is in the ·highest degree significant. For those ,vho do not know it, I 
have to state that the publication in question is the chief organ of 
the Roman Catholic party. I t aims, as its title implies, to be looked 
upon as the interpreter of Catholic civilization, the vindicator.· .. q!~-f 



=i • 
- . . 
AtJ.~e:intyllect.., th e ert1aition, the p,~:ogre.cisiveness). th.e enlig;Iitemnen.t, 
:~~d the. science of-the· Cath.olic Chm·ch: It is intended t~ be a t1j'-· 
'ii 1X1-phant refutation of. the ' reproache; of obscuran.tism which ar~ 
:fhm~ m it.s teeth by its opponents. It is direQted by the pick~d 
'.~~a.ins-of Catholic ~avant$ and lit&rati. Iti.s tl1e parttcnlar organ of 
:the: ,Tesmts, and to its redaction the special true,nts bf the ·mo~~.re­
,w,a~·kaqle ,vriters of that very learlled and sagacil.)u~ ·body al/.e _p:!).l'ti-: 
'.;chlarly.,devotecl. Wh en they thus boldly pledgJ , tli1fu: veracity ,ai;i.a - . 

;b11ain-s·i:n .att,estation of the reality of the physiva\'tI1hen01XJ:ena; it 
:j s. v~i;y evident that the y,.,must have-ascertained :the'm :to beifacts 

~ ' -
}leyond ·all question., before they ,vould thUS' verit:iite ,t@, stake t~ei:r 
1:~pµtation .and scien.ce @n the truth of marvels which it is witbm 

. .. ' ' ' 
)the po-,v:er of :a.ll investigato1·s to ascertain, and bf wllich th~. }llti..,,' 
µiat~ :and inconte.stable solution cannot now be 16:Iig ;pr.btl'act_ed. , :,.. 
: Tliis is not a -question of a local miracle, which. 9a1;1f :o:nly be 

_'.:yf}rine<Lir1 one·partic.ula.t spot, and which is seldom looke'd, into/by 
i,J..y other. e.yes than th.ose, o'f a few devotees.. 'l'hese ate m',!ltte rs 

• <. ' • • • 

·r.epro.duoed in. every part of the ,vorld, under every possible ·c1n-
dition, and ,among all classes of the social comn1unity, throug ih,oqt 
the qivilized globe. Let those " 'ho question these facts loolc into 
.~t:l:!e , correspondl;}nce of the French sp:iritual reviews, and learn-' ... 
:ili,erefro.rp. ,vhat vast -and iuci'easing group.s. of spil:itu'alists are 
Jo~tte'ited .oYer B1:azil, ~h~ French Antilles, the pi·iilcipal cities -0£. 
;!\e,J:ieva:qt; Spain, Algeria, France, .and Italy. Where this is th~ ...... _,, 

,<· ·.; ... , 

·$fW>e, there ~ assur.edly good reason for concluding that there -~l ~f~ 
he. &omething in it moxe than smo1re . · ';/ 1 •:,r· - -~ . . . . ),,, • . •::~·-~ - ·"'· -
)<;2:w~ peculiar features in this novel propagandisµi are ,specially 
%ma:i_:k~9-,e; the Qne .. 1s· the .extra9rdinarily .ra.pid exte~sion .of 
1,1,Jj~lief so ma.rv..ello:us, and.:so contradictory to the univer~al ten"-
_.,r~ • 

-~~1t-cies. of !'I' seientifie:,and inc~edulous age; ~ud th .e othe1• is the-
i(biqµit\\lUS.llW!S. of t4e1manifestations, and the general charactel' of 
;a~ i,~Y:: tJ,i.e , phe~.9lrie~a pres-ent throughout the world.. It , is 
-~--··· . . 

,1fi-fr ~'hi,ut ·t.,r~lv.e. 01· fqurteen years since the fi1·st-outhur-s~. in ... . ...,. 
·>·· .l.' 
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except the merchandise ,vhich is assuredly at the lo,vest discount 
in the social market ,.pf the nineteenth century; i. e., heave~ly_ 
light, spiritual ,happi,ness, and information , of that world beyond 
tl1e grave, from whose mystic spheres the mos~ glorious news ever 
transmitted to humanity would assuredly interest two-thirds of 
mankind considerably less th~n the last telegram at Lloyd's, pro­
vided their pockets ,vere concerned in it. F~r from promising 
any material gain or advantage, it . is, for the present, a service of 
danger, and a source of obloquy and mortification, to take up the 
cudgels in its defence, ,vhile, temporally speaking, there is every­
thing to lose and nothing to gain by its advocacy, in ninety -nine 
cases out of a hundred. What then can be the inducement to 
imperil one's position, and confront the ridicule and clamour of the 
multit:nde, and the insult of the soi,,disant leading authorities, who, 
notwithstanding the innumerable contusions they have already 
recei,red in their hereditary ,varfare against innovations an~ facts, 
and the signal defeats their assumption of omniscie11ce has already 
undergone, still persist in asserting tl1eir infallibility, · in defiance of 
the long list of blunders already recorded against them ? What is 
it or can it be, except the irrefragable and irresistible demonstra­
tion of tangible fact, and the certitude, thereby attained, that the 
future ,vill fully and incontestably demonstrate the truth of all 
that we have witnessed and assert, to the unspeakable confusion 
and humiliation of our obstinate, shallow, and presumptuous 
adversaries ? 

It is, logically speaking, altogether inadmissible, to surmise that 
hundreds of thousands of perfectly sane people, educated and 
civilized, should be labouring under the identical delusion con­
cerning a creed ,vhich bases all its affirmations on a simple ques­
tion of tangible, physical facts, ,vhich it urges every one to test for 
themselves, and which every one who arrives at conviction has 
tested, and continues to test for himself. I t ,vill no doubt be 
urged in reply, that there have been such epidemics before ; that 

N 2 



180 SOEPTICISl\f ;\_ND SP IRITUALISM , 

the Cami-sards of the Cevennes rose up i11 thousands, p~·oclaimiµg 

. their spiritu~l intercourse ancl inspi~~tion; -~~ thousa~d~, too, were 
burned as "'itches, who avo,ved their conv1ct10us of sp1r1tual, or as 
tl1ey then miscalled it, demoniacal intercour se ages before; that 
in the last centtu·y 'Vl'e had the famous convulsionists of St. 
Medard, etc . 'l'o tl1is the answer is even more simple; namely, 

' t}1at these thousands we1·e labollring under 110 delusion or hallu-
cination whatever, and that ·what ,vas laid to that score ,vas si1nply 
direct spiritual intercotu·se of au inferior and pernicious description, 
as the p1·esent revelations prove. Whence ,ve may deduce that sucll 
a thing as collective hallucinations on questions of positive fact are 
a logical and 1natl1ematical impossibility, as reason alone suffices 
to assure us, among sane and intellig ent people, and more es­
pecially ,vhen the ·same supposed hallucinations ·are repr?duced 
independently and sin1ultaneously, under all kin ds of ci~·c11mstances, 
.among all ; cla,Sses of society, and in the most remote and dis- · 

' similar regions of the globe,-particularities specially characteristic 
of the ;presen.t spiritual influx, to an unprec edented extent. 

Und er sucl1 conditions, delusion is altogetl1er impossible and 
inconceivable, on any question., mucl1 less on one of physical fact. 

One of the peculiar characteristics of the present manifestations, 
I have said, is tl1eir ubiquitou sness and inde1Jendence of eacl1 
other. rl'he instan ces of· this remarkable feature of the new dis­
pensation are too 1111merous to be cited here; but one remarkabJe 
episode of spiritual influx ia: too singular to allo,v me to pass it 
over in silence, more especially narra ted and attested as it is, by 
the most determin ed adversaries of Spiritualism. Tl1e society of 
the Catholic propaganda publish a monthly account of the labours 
of its missionaries throughout the globe, under the title of "Annals 
of the Pl'opagatio~of the Faith." I n number 216, for the month 
of September , 1864, published at Lyo11s,. there is a graphic ac­
co1rn.t, by an eye-,vitness, of~ great spiritual manifestation which 
brok e out last year at i{adagascar, previous to the ~eath of King 
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Radama II. The writer describes it as having first displayed ' 
itself in the south of Emirn e, ,vhere suddenly bands of people had 
been seized ,vith convulsions, and received a mission from the 
deceased queen-mother Itanavalona, to come and speak to the king 
in her name. 'fh e rnissiouary narrator declares that " the epide1nic 
has just bur st like a bo1nb on the capita l, 'l'anariva, '' and that 
while he is ,vriting, thous ands of th ese fanatics are enca1nped at 
l\fachasina, ,vhere they 1nake such a noise as to prevent every one 
sleeping at two leagues' distance . l{e proceeds to state , that on 
I-Ioly 'l'uesday, ,vhen a great revie,v took place, more than one 
thousand soldiers left the ranks and began dancing, one of the 
features of the obsession; and that, no menace availing, it was 
necessary to stop the review. I-le describes the epide1nic as 
commencing ,Yith convulsions, pa.ins, and hallucinations, unac­
countable to science, after ,vhich "the living enter into cornmunica­
tion :with the dead." 'l1hey then see Queen l'tanaYalona, R.adama 
I., and other high personage s deceased, ,vho "speak: to th e.m, 
and give them various commissions," most of them specially dir ected 
to Raclama II. 'fhe missionary nai:vely adds, that a tl1ey av­
pear specially deput ed by the old queen " to signify to her son 
to return to the old regime, ancl to drive out the ,vhites, with other 
minor details,- an avoival ,v}1ich, as the requi sition involved the 
do,vnfall of Catho licity, to ,11hicl1 the old 'regin1e "'as opposed, and 
t}1e excll1sion of the priesthoo cl, cotnes a111usiugly to atte st the 
veracity of the narr ator . One particula rit y he notes as most 
inexplicable, viz., that nu1nbers carry jar s of ,vater ou their heads, 
to drinl{ from, ,vhich said jars stick ' on their heads "as immovable 
as if they ,vere nailed to t he1n, not,vith stancling their 1nost con­
vulsive spring s and bo1incls,"-a fact only to be explained on the 
same principle which ca11 retain a carcel lamp"'immovable on a 
table tilted up at an angle of forty-five degrees. 

These singular manifestations at i f aclagascar took place as late 
as the holy ;veek of last year, and ,vere followed by the assassina-
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tion of Radama II ., who thus, it appears, "'as not ,varned without. 
good reason by l1is spiritual frieuds,-a .fa..ct which I presume it is 
as difficult to deny as that this sti-ange outburst of spirit11al phe­
nomena among the blacks of Mada gascar can hardly be attributed 
to the co11tagious influence of spiritual propagandism, nor can the 
authenticity be contested, as the evidence is fn1·nished by its most 
inveterate opponent s. 

Thus from all parts of the ,vorld conc11rrent testimony is con­
verging, to th e den1onst.ration of the m.arvellous phenomena which 
is no,v becomi11g more general every day, in order to corroborate 
the Divine inspiratio 11 of th e new revelation and the great truths 
promulgated by its delegated adepts. 

'!'hat a large pO'rtion of the English public should be still 
ignorant of the vast movement no"' in progress throughout the 
Continen t, is only to be expected from their antecedents and their 
character. I f they do not actually parody in words the fan1ous 
dictum of tl1e Grand 1l.fonarque, "L'etat c'est rnoi," practically they 
certainly act up to the conviction , l'itnivers c' est 1noi. If, as in­
dividual s, the English can be munificent and. charitable in money, 
more especially "'hen their names figure in a long subscription 
list beside n1y Lord 'l'his and the Duke of 'l'hat, collectively, there 
is certainly no nation so enti1·ely "'rapt up ii1 self-adoration and 
self-i11terest, so cold, exclusive, and unsympathising in its foreign 
policy, and so completely absorbed by lucre and mat erial aims. 
l·Ience, the re is no count1·y ancl no people so inaccessible to novel 
theori es and generous ideas. When the U topiau but lofty pro­
gramme of Frenc h republicans thrilled every superior mind and 
generous heart in continental Europe, they fo1u1d no other re­
sponse than ridicule in England : the En'glish say, they haYe too 
much sound sense to accept Utopias; but if the Utopias had pro­
mised any profitable per-centage or flattering speculations, they 
would doubtles s not have found the English quite so sensible, 01· 

so indifferent to them. 
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Among a nation ,vho offer up their incense to the golden calf, 
in , preference to all, 'fu't'ellectual and spiritua l altars, it cannot 
be matter for wonder tl1at Spiritualism should penetrate least 
and last of any other. This is no reason, however, for ignoring 
the fact of the extraordinary progress of the new revelation . 

' . 
a:mong contin ent al nations, infinite ly more quick-,vitted, sceptical, 
sharp, and penetrating than the English, en 11iasse, and ,vllo boast, 
now as always, many of tlie greatest savants and the deepest 
thinkers in Europe. Those who question this, among th e pre ­
sumed frivolous Fi·ench, will do well to read Jean Reynaud (not 
Renan), and to ask themselves ho,v many Englishmen there 
have been in the past, or there exist in the present, ,vho are 
capable of electrifying the philosophical wol'ld with thoughts so 
profound, a logic so spleI1did, and speculations so sublime, as tho se 
assembled in his last work, celebrated throughout France, enti ­
tled "Terre et Ciel,"-a pl1ilosophical treatise specially interesting 
at the present moment, confirming as it cloes every spiritual theory 
on grounds of pure logic, laid do~\'ll by a scientific man , not him­
self a professed adept, or a believer in the spiritual phenomena .,­
an anomaly evidently providentially originated in order to give 
greater weight to the independent and 11nbiassed testimony of one 
of the most po,Yerful of co11teu1porary intellects. 

One evidence results unquestionably from all this concurrent 
testimony; i. e., that there is at least room for doubt. Those ,vho 
do not think it ,vorth v,hile to clear up the doubt for their own 
benefit ; ought at least to remember that if there be anything in it 
at all, that anything is Divine revelation; hence, that if the punish ­
ment of the indifferent and the worldly may be chiefly the depri­
vation of that Divine light and supreme consolatiQn it was in their, 
power to obtain, they can scarcely hope to be held guiltless, or to 
be let off so cheap, if they venture to ridicule and revile it in their 
presumptuous ignorance, and thus to deter others from investigation 
and conviction. In a do11btful ea-Se it is al,vays well to be on the 
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. safe side, and I recommend tl1e parachute ,vits and their disciples 
to take this axiom to heart. · 

r· need hardly remind them ei~her tha tl>\there has never been any 
revelation, .whether physical or spiritua l; which has not been ridi­
_culed or pooh-poo~ed by t1~e sballo,v ,vits and the so-called savants 
of the day. But I venture to ask them, ho,v ,vould the Faradays 
and the Voltairia.ns of the last century have demolished the scien­
tific discoveries of the last t,venty or .thirty years, an<! Y.hat cutting 
sarcasms and merry puns they the1uselves ,vould have made 
some fifty or si.xty years ago, upon express trains and electric tele­
graphs ? In fact, it is a striking characteristic of ignor ance, 
folly, and presumption, to find everything ridiculous or absur d 
which is above their comprehension or beyond thei1· kno,vledge. 
I never rein.ember to have seen any one laugh so heart ily as a 
Bosnian peasant, ,vhose intelligence I took upon me to enlighten 
by telling him a fe,v of the ,vouders of steam. I recommend -these 

, 

gentlemen to take this hint to heart like,vise, and to; take heed; 
• • 

too, }est they should not be classed pretty nearly in the same c~te--
gory as the merry Bosnian, at no very distant date,-a pos~ibility 
wl1ich is likely to be realized much sooner, perhaps, than even 
spiritualists calculate. 

Having, I sincerely flatter myself, distributed a fe,v ,vholesome cor­
rections ., a11d some tolerably severe home-thrusts among our decidedly 
feeble antagonists, which I am fully assured ,vill tell rather mortify­
.ingly against them in the future, both.in their own estimation and 
that of the public, ho,vever little impression they may make on them 
at · present, I address myself no,v to another class of individuals, to 
,vhom I am desirous likewise of administering a valedicto ry admo­
nition; 11amely, tl1e co,vardly time-servers who have not the courage 

· to avow their conviction, and the contemptible false ,,'itnesses. 
They are in astill ·,vorse case. It might be supposed that among the 
upper ranks the last category ,vere, at least, ,vholly exce.ptional , 
but such is not the fact. ln my brief experience I have met ,t'itb, 
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two despicable instances of indi vidual's whom no one ,vould susp.eet 
of such meanness, d~~~~g ,vhat they had seen, for fear of compro­
mising themselves by ·n~ tting their convicti on. One was a 'friend 
of my o,vn, ,vho, co,ved bylhe authoritative.fiat of ~n l~nglish ambas­
sadress,-one of those miserable specimens ofhun1anitywho disgrace 
aristocxacy; a peeress ,vho dist1·ibutes her favour accordir1g to ,vealtl1 
and pedigree, and distinguishes them by granting one finger to an 

. attaclte, t,vo to a baronyt, three to a lord, ar1d five to an earl,­
,vas so weal, and comtemptible as to deny all that he had witnessed 
at my house. Another was an eminent Scotch professor, high in 
the scientific wo1·ld, who was present at tl1e remarkable seance first 

· narrated in these pages, ,vhen the table tilted up at au angle offorty­
five degrees, ,vith the carcel lamp on it, and subsequently rose up 
entirely from the grou11d, jn my lite1,ary friend's house. 'l'his learned 
gentleman, not content ,vith being too co,vardly to give evidence· 
concerning this -seance, to which hls repl1tation ,vould have given 
great ,veight, ,vas so base as to publish an account of it wl1erein 
he suppressed the more surprising pheno1nena and garbled shame­
lessly his narratio11 of the rest. · 

Should eitl1er of these two individuals recognise themselves in 
this brief notice> I can only tell th em, and those who may be in-. 
clined to imitate their example, that, apart from a meanness for 
which every honourable mind n1ust feel the most supreme con­
tempt, I would not b~ in their place for anything the world could: 
offer me, convinced as I am, that if th ere be one crime which 
God will .visit ,vith supreme reprobation and l'.etribution, it will be 
~he cowardly falseness of those ,vho, having had th .e evidence 
proffered to them, are not afraid to bear false ,vitness against fiis 
providential dispens ations, from paltry ,vorldly 1notives. 

One ,vord more, in conclusion. 1\.mong the . many reflections · 
suggested to me. in the course of these investigations, two or three · 
observations have specially impress ed me. One is the extraordi­
nary indifference felt by the generality of society to everything 
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concerning the world beyond the grave; the entire absorption, in 
short, of the ordinary run of human minds .in ternporal pursuits 
and pleasures, unsatisfactory, puel'ile, and precarious as they are, 
to the total exclusion of every pllilosophical, intellectual, or 
spiritual aspiration,-a fa.et ,vhich nothing could hnve made me 
realize to its genuine extent, except tl1esc spiritual inquiries. 

Another is tlte amazing numhe1· of apparitions and spi1·itual 
phenomena ~pontane<Y1tsly occ,tr1ing on all sides, of wliiclt no 
one ever hears, scl'upulously as the cowed ghost-seers abstain front 
alluding to them, unless tl1e subject be moote<l by believers. 
During a brief interval of two or three 1uonths, conversing on 
these subjects with pe1·sons of various nationalities, I reckoned 
between thirty and forty perso11s wl10 had, either themselves or 
some near relation or fi·iend, beheld an apparitio11 ; and I n1ake 
no doubt, that a11y one curious on the subject, pursuing the same 
method, namely, inquiring into the matter with interest instead 
of ridicule, will obtain precisely the same avern.ge results. 

Thirdly, I have been. i~ the higl1est degree a1nazed at the flin1-
siness, the sopliistry, and the transparent fallacy of the argume11ts 
brought for,vard by the wits, savants,, and sceptics in the anti­
spiritual crusade, and at the placiclity and extra-verdant sin1plicity 
with whicl1 the public contentedly swallowed the1n. 

The recent Davenport controversy is rich in speciinens of this 
parody of logic, ,vhicb one miglit think the least perspicuous must 
see through. 'f o select only a few of the more prominent quid­
dities ,vhich the unsophisticated public are so ingenious as to 
accept for argument: one intelligent individual observes, that "one 
of tl1e p1·incipal seances having taken place in the house of a 
theatrical manager, all · sorts of nefarious contrivances might 
l1ave bee11 expected." The critic in question, it ~-ould appear, bas 
never entered the d,velling of so necromantic and suspicious a 
personage as au inqn·essario, but he migl1t have ascertained 
from the. lial>itues of }ll'. I~umley nncl others, that these 1nys-
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teri9us indi viduals axe not in the habit of transporting the 

t.rap-doors, pallies, antl side -scenes of the stage to their private · 
domiciles in London or Paris. The . pubJic, too, might naturally 
refl:ect, that if pullies, trap-doors, Bengal lights, subte1Tanean 
thunder, and other contrivances, are very effective on a distant 
stage, by the help of drop curtains, side-scenes, and numerous 
other accessori~s, which do not even render the effect altogether 
illusory on the stage, it is rather too m~ch to surmise that pullies, 
trap-doors, etc., could pass • muster quite as easily before the 
shrewd eyes of t,venty-two intelligent English gentlemen, within 
th e four plain ,valls of a London dra,ving-room . . 
- Another no less brilliant suggestion, ,vhich has found more 
adherents than is flattering to English brains , is, that one or t,vo 
other individuals can slip _ tl1eir hands out of knots likewise, and 
that many very clever trick s axe performed by other ingenious in­
dividuals. With Robert ·Houdin beckoning us to his little theatre 
in the Palais Royal, ancl the Polyt echnic inviting us to its experi­
mental curiosities, we really do not want to be informed that 
legerd emain and electric machines can ·· achieve very curious and 
amazing feats indeed. But the question is not whether others 
can perform feats by the help of due apparatus for the purpose, 
the rear question is, whether they can perform the , identical feats · 
without any apparatus whatever: Until that has been demon­
strated of tl1eir emulator s, as it has been of the 1\1essrs. Daven­
port, -this ingenious elucidation, unfortunately, labours under one 
ra dical defect common to its fello,vs, and exceeilingly detrimental 
to its powers of l)ersuasion; i. e., that it proves nothing at all. 
When Robert Houdin can give his fifty or sixty different liqueurs to 
amateurs, without any bottle; when he can show ghosts and hands 
witl1out any mirror or contrivance whatever ; when other experi ­
m·enters can produce electrical, or any other phenomena, ,vithout 
'any machines or apparatus of any description to produce ' them,­
th .ey may enter the lists ,vith spiritual .mediums, but not till then . 
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As for slipping one's hands out of knots, tl1at I believe is qnly 
an accessory of the performance destined to assure •the sceptical 
spectators of the passiveness of the mediums, certainly not what 
they purport to display; and until the conjurors can perfotm 
something more spiritual than that achievement, they ,vill be 
compelled to cede the paln1 to their adversaries. Nothing, 
moreover, is easier than to ascertain, that the 1'.{essrs. Davenport 
make use of no apparatus. Every English gentl eman has it in 
his power to invite them to his own house, and inspect their pre­
pa1·ations and performances under his own roof, and thus place 
the question, as did my literary friend, beyond all possibility of 
juggl ery or deceit. 

Another sage inquires if rational people can believe that God 
concedes the po,ver of performing miracles to a pair of speculators, 
for tl1e sake of putting guineas in their purse, entirely overlooking 
a few telling consiaerations ,vhicl1 are something more than a reply 
to his pert and shallo,v query. IIe forgets, first of all, that Christ 
declared that "the labourer is worthy of his hire .'' Secondly, he 
forgets that his argument applies equally to clergymen of every 
rank and description, who make a livelihood by preaching God's 
revelations. 'rhirdly, he forgets that the Davenports have no 
monopoly of mediumship. Fourthly, he forgets that if tl1is be a. 
Divine revelation, ,vhich God is desirous of propagating by human 
mea11S, as every other revelation has been propagated, no more 
effectual method can be adopted than that of exciting the sordid 
minds of men to display their medium faculties by the incitement 
of cupidity, and thus placing the evidence within the reach of 
every idler ,vho has a guinea to spare; ,vhile at the same time at­
tracting publi c attention to th e subject in a manner which no 
private mediu1n can ever achieve, since those "'ho do not ,vant to 
n1ake a living by it ,vill certai11ly not hold themselves or their 
faculties up, en spectacle, for the benefit of public curiosity. All 
these, and a great many other qualifying considerations, do these 
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:~apient critics overlook, and what is even more inexplicable, the , 

,gullible and unreasoning public consent to overlook with them . 
t\· As for the clieval de bataille of our opponents, tbe obscurity 
:1 ,.-

demanded '' for many .of the principal phenomena, I have already 
had occasion to observe that the want of eyes does not preclude 
the full use of our remaining se~ses, and that it is perfectly easy to . 
prevent the possibility of delusion, eve11 in the dark . The fact in 
itself is. a point yet unexplained, but evidently dependent on so.me 
conditions of the physical or magnetic, force, which the spirits 
require to achie,•e the physical phenomena. 

On purely scientific matters I am quite disposed to bow tot 
• ·<.•., 

Professor Faraday, and qui de droit; although certainly not on"S:{ 
;.;.:'·~ 

question of plain, ·demonstrable fact, whereon I bo,v to n9 on~;,j ~ 
·contradiction to the direct _evidence of my lucid and discriminathr ~ 
·1serises. .,,,~·i~ . ._,;.-'{· 

In a little popular treatise on atmospheric phenomena, I firia'.:]) 
the following observations, which are so apposite to my theme, · 

· that I think it not irrelevant to quote them here, evidencing as 
they do the independent judgment of an. eminent scientific .man 
on the irrational and unscientific method of treating novel dis­
. coveries which· I have been reprobating, and which, unfortu.­
. nate1y, still obtains among the learned ,vorld, no less than among 
"'its ignorant echoes, notwithstanding the supposed enlighteli..: 
: ment of the age. Speaking of the univer sal opposition with which 
.,,, ' . 
'the announcement of the fact of atmospl1eric , pressure was met 

• • 
)t~ o centuries siuce, ia'nd of the host of celebrated names numbered 
' in the ra:nks of its most inveterate antagonists, including that of 
f G·alileo, he remarks, that the history of this famous controversy 
{fought to "guard us against the influence of. preconceived notions, 
~ . . f. foolish prejudic es, and the autliority of 9reat names, whicl1 are 
1;: some of the greatest obstructions to tlte expansion of the human 
i,;mind and the reception of useful knolvledge." 
.,, .. f He proceeds to point . out that it is ·only '' since men began· to 
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emancipate th e1nselves from these shackles, that scienc e commenced 
the brilliant care er ,vhicl1 has issued in our ti1nes in so rnany 

• 
int eresting and important discoveries.'' I~Ie adds, that ",ve are 
only yet beginning to cast off the yoke of that ignorance 1inder the 
guise of wisdo1n, under ,vhich the men of other times bo,ved ,vith 
abject snbrnission." 

In all probabi lity, this gentle1nan, being a scientific man, "' ould 
treat Spirituali,j1n precisely ,vith those one-sided, prejudiced as­
sun1ptions, and irrational, unfounded den egations ,vhich he so 
wisely condemns ,vith rega rd to physics. It behoves every rational 
person, ho,vever, to re1nen1ber that the only difference bct\veen 
physical and psychological science is the infinitely gre at er eleva­
tion, profundity, inscrutability, and iu1portance of the lat ter . In 
other ,vords, that they are only distinguished by the vast gulf,vhich 
divides 1natter from intelligence, the terrestrial from the Divine, the 
finite from the infinite, but that in all other respects they are both 
fields for scientific inquiry of the most supreme int erest; that 
both shou ld therefore be entered upon in the san1e phi losophica l, 
unprejudiced, and investigating spirit, ,vith this sole difference, 
that if every lesson of experience, and every dictate of con1mon 
sense t each us that the do1nain of physiciJ nature should be 
approached ,vith unbiased, pa.tie11t, hun1ble, diffident, persevering 
research; far more are ,ve bound to apply the same scientific and 
philosophical n1ethod, to the far higher, more marvellous, and 
more inaccessible regions of spiritual spheres and Divine essence. 

Such at least, is the syste111 "·hic]1 logic , philosophy, experience, 
and common sense alike indicate as the onlv rational mode of in-.. 
quiry by ,vhich men can ever hope to progress, and to arrive at 
.the truth . 
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