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INTRODUCTORY.

“SPRITUALI " i3 the name given to an unscen cause, tho
resalts of which are scen, felt, and heand in the moving of
tablos and other articles of furniturc,—tappings thereon, which
often resolve themsclves into answers to questions asked, and
many other kinds of manifestations. The phenomenn describo
{beaselves as being the spirits of the departed, and hence prer-
baps the term *Spiritualism” has been adopted; but like
*Magnetian,” or “Electricity,” or “ITeat,” it is o mere namo
fot o foree wo kuow nothing of  We sco the results of all these,
but cannot eatch nor analyso the causes.

To develop this latent forco ealled Spiritualista into action, a
Mediam is necessary, and though ax yet these are fiw in num-
ber, 1 doubt not that by persovering effort it will be found that
many poople have the power. Tho extent of the power varies
in different imdividuals, also in the same individual at different
times Tho Mcdiums whom [ have scen all say they know not
ia what their power consists, nor why they have it.  With somo
Molinms physical manifestations cecur more readily ; with others
intellectual communications, and some are writing Mediuma

The incidents detailed in the narmative following theso intro-
ductory remarks were written down daily na they happened, and
the namrative speaks for itsclf Whilo I observed the pheno-
facns at tha Louses of hired Mediums, I might wonder, or
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doubt, or suspect trickery; but in the circle of my own family,
with the proofs T have had—before so many and different
people, at various times, in various places, and under different
conditions—I, and a score of people besides, who have seen tho
manifestations, could not resist the testimony of our senses, and
have been obliged to admit the cxistence of the phenomens,
while quite unablo to discover the cause.

Opponents of Spiritualism, who decide without examination,
bave tried to draw r parallel between it and the superstitions
practices of the peasantry in distant parts of the conntry; but
there is no likeness. Tho superstitions do something—say, bury
alive fowl in the ground, and beliove that, as a consequence,
somebody on whose behalf the cruel deed has been done will be
cured of bis disense. It is not so with Spiritualism, It appeals
to facts in proof of its existence. The phenomena are to bo
seen, heard, and felt.  They appeal to the senses, and can claim
the proof of trustwortly evidence for their existence. The camse
has yet to be nscortained. Spiritualism, odic force,” ** Mary
Jane,” ete, ete, it has been called; one name is as good as
anather for an unknown smbstance.

While the succceding parrative was in manuseript, I gave it
for perusal to a friend, accompanying it with tho following
remarks:—

*With this T send yon for perusal a statement af phenamiens.
observed by myself, and T mention in the narmtive how I be-
camo interested in the subject. Please to read it, and, let me
add, ‘inwardly digest.’ T cannot resist belief in the existenoe
of tho phenomenn, seeing they have been exhibited in my own
family nt variows timos, in various places, and before many
witnesses. That they are the results of power exerted by the
epirits of the deccased 1 don't blieve, yet the cause is to e
Incxplicable,

*Tho ruanifeatations 1 have detailed are such as have been



5

observed thousauds of times and Ly thousands of persons, Many
of them may seem absurd, yet they exist, and it is tho eauso of
their existence I should like to fathom.

* Facts, I knov, are uupopular, for although the examination
into them is the condition of sound opinion, yet with most men
it is more casy to tako a sido, and pronotnce without study and
decide without examination; but from cxperience I expeet better
tings of you.”

Shortly afterwards I had a converation with wy friend on
tbo subject of Spiritualism, when he told mo he would soon bo
in London, and would call on the Marslialls, tho Mediums in
Bloomsbury.

[ wrote himi—

1 hope, through the mediumship of tho old woman aud ber
niecs, you will seo enough to convinca you that the phenomena
are not tho result of trick or collusion,—not an affair of springs
and strings. I seck only this admission in the meantime.

* As regards your remark to me, that in a matter of the kind
you would doubt your wearcst and dearest friend, I may atate,
% far a3 such remark may refer to y boy (fourleen years of
age), that 1 think a calm perusal of the narrative itself will dis-
el the idea of trick; besides, such could not exist in the minds
of those who have seen the surpriso mauifested Ly himsclf, and
bis whole mannior at the various times.

“1t is yuile probable that when at the Marshalls you wnay not
gt mtlsfying answers under tho conditions you imposs. They
may be inconsistent with the laws of this unknown power or
sabitance callod Spiritualisim (an ugly name).  Eloetricity exists,
though & man should say, *1 will not belicva therein unless I get

8 shock through a non-conducting substance.’
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Nore .

In the manuseript there ave many communications wonderful
and striking which I omit in the printed copy, beesuse of the
nature of them, and their personal bearing. For the samo
reasons 1 place several names in injtinls.  With one exception,
noted at the place, nll the manifestations parport to como from
decensed persons.  When T use tho phrase, “Mr A, or B, or C.
came,” 1 mean it to be underatood that the phiysical wanifesta-
tion at the time declared itself to be Mr A, or B, or C.

o



SPIRITUALISM.

NARRATIVE OF FACTS OBSERVED.

Havixo often heard of the wonders of Spiritualism, and being
in Loudon in February, 1863, T concluded to juvestigato the
rhenomena, ond from o friend of mine, a believer, albeit
prudent member of the Stock Exchange, 1 obtained the address
of & Medium.

1 bad full conbidence in my friond’s honesty, yet I instantly
took & ¢ab, and drove to the place before he could powsbly have
any communication therowith.

‘Arriving there, T was ushered into a room where two women,
each about thirty years of age, au clderly one, and a gentleman
(who afterwands told mo bo was a Wesleyan clergyman), were
sitting ot a mound tablo about threo feet in diameter, mounted
on o tripod stand.  Their hands wero on the table, amt a golden
alpbabet lay upon it. [ hieard smart raps on the under sutfaco
of the 1able, and these, through ineans of the alphabet, snswered,
o declingl to answer, such queations s wero asked; threo raps
represcating “yes,” two “doubtfi,” and ono “no.”

When the minister had gone, 1 sat down, and placed my
bands on the table, along with tho three females In o fow
minutes I bioard the sound of rapid taps coming along tho flour
und ending fo two or threo sinart raps just beneath my hand,
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I inquired who was there, and by the alphabet the raps answered
“Marguret.” T knew of no dead Margnret, 50 I inquired if she
knew my name, when she replied “Jantes,” correctly, I asked
if she conld bring my mother, “Yos* was answered, and the taps
receded as they had come. In a fow minutes mps were heard
advaneing as the others had done, but of a different sound.  The
first were clear and sharp, those now sonorous and slower. [
will now give, in detail, the questions and answers, with my
vomarks upou them,

Q. Do you know who I am?

A. Yes; yon nro Jumea

Q. Can you tell my surname?

A B—0!

Q Provo you arc right by telling mo your own Christian
name.

A. Agnes.

Q. I am still doubtful. Wil you tell me where you dicd

No answer. I was told that spirits do not admit of death.
They speak of it as Jeaving the world. I then asked,

Q Please say whero you left this world ?

A. Whitevale, Glasgow.

Q. Will you tell e what street in London [ shall sleep in
to-night?

A. Dover Street.

N.B—Tlho above answera wero entirely correct.

Q. Prove tu e you are my motlier by saying the lines of a
song I have licard you sing.

A “I'll sit on my stool, am spin at my wheel”

N.B—My mother sung “creepic,” uot stool; and ! may
mention that when T asked the question I thought of that svng.

Q. Arc you happy?

A. Quito happy.

Q Doos anything vex yout

A Yoes.



Q. What s it?

A When T so0 those I love commit folly.

Q Havo you anything to say to me?

A Give your heart to the Lord, that you may be liappy in
this world, called heaven,

Q. Anything else?’

A I will be often with you—TI will impress you for good.

Q Angthing moro?

A Nothiug more.

Then I heard the maps go away across the floor as they
came.

Agnin I was in London in the first week of April, aud called
at the same place. The persons present were the old lady, a
young one, and myselt I asked for my mother, but got no
response. While our hands were on the table it was tilted
abont, and tifted often right off the floor, and raps on tho table,
on the floor, and il around, were heard  In an juterval of
quiet, I hean, right beneath my chair, some heavy knocks, ns if
made with the butt-end of a stick. I asked who it was, but
was answered ho had no power to respond by the alphabet. T
then wrote down scveral Christian names, and afterwards read
them orer.  When I camo to Robert, three kuocks wore givens
I Lethought me what Robert it could be. I lost a child of that
nam0 in infancy, and inquired if it was him, and was answered
“Na” 1 gavo several surnames, to which “No" was replied, but
when T came to B——, “Yes” was given. I then wrote down
the nazes of many mansion-houses, and requested to be informed
in which of them he loft this world  When T eame to C—ri\
s afimative answer was given. Now, my loto friend, Mr
RB—B—, dicd at C——  Tho answers were all given by
the same deep-sounding taps; and I may hero remark that cach
Individaal answerer bas a different sound and maunce of tapping,
quite distinguishablo from others,

While seated at the table, a lady came in and sat down beside
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us, placing her hands on a corner of the table. In a short time
I heard smart little taps beneath her bands,  She asked many
loving questions, and got replics, which pleased her.  She told
me it was the spirit of her little boy whe had died about a year
before; that he was pleased with the interviow, and that they
comforted her very much, :

This séance, however, on the whole, was unsatisfetory as an

ong, the apirit: f whom there wero y—delight

ing to toss the table abont, catch me round the ankle, and such
like, rather than to give answers to questions Ono thing
worthy of note happeuced, however. The tabla was lifted right up
0 high that we had to stand up to keep our hands on it. While
in that state of suspension, 1 looked below and placed my hands
Veueath the feet and satisfed my=clf that it was sustained in
the air withoat visiblo support.

Agnin, I returned to Loudon towands the close of Aprit, and
visited the same Mediums, and this time my mother canie at
once. I shall detail the couversation, which I noted down at
tho time.

Q. Do you know what I am deing?

A. Yam often with you.

Q. Cun you tell mo what [ am thinking oft

A. Sweeties.

NDB—I was thinking of these children’s delights as & teat
word likely to be unknown to the Medinms.

Q. Con you tell me of what T am now thinking of?

A, Yea

Q. Will you tell mot

A No.

Q Wiyt

A. Because it is an improper wonl

N.B.—This is true. [ didl name an improper wonl to myself
to see if it would Lo given in answer.

Q. Are you quite happyt
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A. Yes; but 1 must go—I have n mossago from the Lonl
Uoail-bye, iy son!

The taps then gradually died awsy. Wo continued to sit
with our hands on tho table waiting for my mother’s return,
or some other manifestation. In about five minutes T hoard
taps, firat on my chair-back, and then beneath the table, of o
strong and entirely different sound from the previous ones. [
inguired —

Q Who arc you?

A Your father.

Q To prove that you ara so, soy when sou left this world.

A November, 1848,

Q Had you any property in this world? 1f so, say where.

A In Calton, Glasgos.

N.B—Both theso answers are correct,

Q Havo yon any message for me?

A Marry a decent, honest woman; pray to Uod ; and lead a
life of virtue.

NB--As I have o doar wife already, this answer was mal
apropos.

Here I heant taps of the same kind aa 1 hud heard before,
ad  inquired —

Q Are you wy mother back again?

A Yes

Q. Where bave you been?

A The Lord scut me to Glasgow to convey a spirit from
earth lo this world

Q Did you know the person while you were on carth?

A No.

Q How do you spend your time?

A. In playing and ainging, praying and dancing.

Q Were you always happy in your present state!

A‘ No; at first 1 suffered remorse for the sing committed on
carth
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Q. Does every ane so suffer?
A. Yes; some for a longer timo than others; but all get to
happiness, and step by step attain to a higher existence.
Q. Ts there any bodily pain?
A. No; only the mind.
Q. How long did you feel this?
A. Bix months.
Q. What is tho greatest of virtues?
A. Love for all.
Q What is the greatest vice?
A A malicious and
Q Have you any messago for me?
A Pray to God; and obey His commands; and love Jesus.
Here the table began to tilt violently about, so I said, *Will
you like me to sing yun a song?” when “Yes” was rapped out
smartly. I sung the * Rateatcher's Daughter,” and the table
kept jumping and dancing in time to the tuna It scemed 50
ridiculous to suppose that my mother, a staid woman of strong
** Calvinistic principles,” could take delight in tilting a table to
what she would hove considered a profane song, that I stappedd,
and so did the table, and thus ended the séance.
Nore—T have been sinco told by a Spiritualist that it would
not be the spirit of my mother who tilted tho table, and made
it dance, but some other oue: she would leave when aho gave

e the messago to love Josua,

£d July, 1863 —1 was on business in London on belalf of &
person in America. I went to the Medium. After sitting a
short time at the table, taps wero heard, and by the alpbabet T
was told my moather was present. I asked—

Q. Can you tell me what I am in London about?

A Yea
\ Q. Give mo the name of the porson on whose offair 1 am
hore?
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Q. Where docs lio resilde?

A, In New York.

NoTtE—Poth name and place were correct.

Q. Shall I bo succesaful?

A Yes; all will be well (Tt waa s0))

Q. Can you bring A- B— to me?

A Yes

In a few minutes loud knocks were heard on the tablo, and
it was driven about violently. I asked—

Q. Are you A- B-

A Yea

Q Had you any other name?

A Tho B—

Q. What aphero are you in?

A. The fourth.

Q. Have yon any messago for me?

A Yon had better turn over a now leaf and behave yourself,
for this is a queer place.  Good-bye!

With tbat the table took s jump in the air, and another
beary table at the side of the room rushed forward about two
yards along the floor.

Shortly aftcr ho lnd gone, T heard sharp, rapid tapping on
the table, and inquired who wns there. I was nnswered—
“MargsreL”  Sho sid she bad known mo on carth, but had
not power to say when nor where, nor to give me her surname.
{ remembered [ had a earte-de-visite in my pocket in a closed
enwclope. I took it ont and lid it on tho tabls, in the enve-
lope, 50 83 it was impossible for any one to sec what was in it,
sod asked if she could tell ma whose portrait was enclosed,
when, by the alphabet, the Christian name and surnawe were
correctly rapped out. 1 also, seven differcnt times, asked her

o =y what nunber [ waa thinking of, and cach time the
cotrect number was given.
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Nore—Reader, pause a little and consider of these answers,
and of those given by my mother (see page 10) in reply to the
query— Can you tell me what T am thinking of i* and say on
what hypothesis can you acconnt for the answers given?  Surely
the hackneyed phrase of “a remarkable coincidence™ will not
avail here; neither will trickery nor collusion on the part of the
Mediums, Do tho answers not rather point to the fact of some
intelligence being en rapport with my mind?

On 25th July, 1865—Tn my lodgings at Scarbarough, my
two sons, my daughter, and myself, sat at a small talile, just to
nscortain if we could get any of the manifostations such as [
had witnessed in London. In about twenty minutes we heanl
small taps on the table, whick gradnally grew londer and quite
distinet, 50 as to be heard plainly by others in the room. By
a good denl of persoversnce and use of the alphabet, wo wero
anawered that it was the Duke of Hamilton, and that ke
belonged to Lanarkshire.

Nore—The Duke was buried at Hamilton on the Thursdsy
previous.

On the 28th July, 1863—Still in our lodgings at Scar-
borough, and the same persons present. In o fow minutes the
sound of scratching was heard under tho table, and it was
gently tilted up. I was answered that it was the Duke, and
that 1o other spirit was present. But the scratching and tilting
wero so contintous that wo could get no replies worthy of being
written down; but at five different timies the table was Lifted
right off' tho Hoor some eight inches, and set down with &
"dunt,” and when sloped at the tilting it took much forca to
presa it down to its natuml position,

On 30th July, 1863~ At Searborough, myself and children
at the table,
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* DURE o HAMILTON " came.

Q Where did you die?

No answer given.

Q. Where did you leave this world¢
A France, in Paris.

In what state were yon at the time?
I was drunk.

Where were you buried?
Hamilton.

Nawe the county of your abule
Lanatk.

* STONEWALL JACKSON " came.

Q Wil the South got frect .

A Yeu

Q What will be the boandary?

A. The Potomac.

Q. Have yon anything more to say?

A The Federals will think that they can beat us, but they
will find us cqual with them. New Orleans will be re-taken by
the Confalerates in January, 186+ The war will bo ended in
October, 186+

Q. What do you think of slavery?

A Tam an abolitionist now.

Q What sphere are you in?

4. The sixth.

Q Name somebody 1 know in Amcrica.

A Bouve.

Not—I do know a gentleman in Boston, United States, of
thal name.

FEeFOPO

1 was aluent for some time, and on coming down stairs again,
found my two boya alone at the table. Onc of them said, “Tapa,
e calling berself C—— H— has come.” They knew nothing
of ruch & peenon, but T recollected that T knew a young lady of
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that name twenty-five years ago, and that she liad died nearly
twenty years since. My son asked—

Q- Thave you any message?

A Tloved your father; tell him to think of me often.

Q. What sphere are you int

A The thinl.

The Rev. Dr BAnk came; four of my children sitting at the
table. One of them asked~—

Q Have you uny message for Ross?

NoTE—Ross is my wife's maid, and was in the room at the
time.

A. Bo sure and marry the ono you love—bo married to the
one you are engaged to.

NoTE—Ross told us she is engnged.

Q. Name your successor in the church.

A. Dr Browm.

Q. Anything wors to say?

A. Tell your mother to obey ber husband, and go to church.

Mrs D——, my wilo's mother, came; mysell and children
at the table. I asked—

Q. Have you any message?

A T am often with you, watching the progress of your sonl
in holiness; love your wife.

Q. What do you do where you are?

A. I danee, and sing, and pray.

Nore—Here tapping in country-dance time was heanl on
the table, and wo were told tho tune was “Petronella™

Dr BeLL, our late medical man, came.

Q. lave you a message?

A. Your mamumna will recover in ten days

Norz—My wifo was ill at the time, and in bed. Dr Dale,
who was attending her, came in, aml beard the tapping and
message.

Q. What is Dr Dale to doi
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A. Go and see Mrs B——,

M- D——, my wife's deceased nicce, came.  One of mY
children asked—

Q. What havo you to say?

A. Tell your mother to trust in God, and take a bath chair-

NoTr—Aly wife was lame at tha time, and could not walk
to the milway station, whenee she had to leave next day.

18t Jidy, 1863—In my honse, Glasgow. Myself, wife, and
children, and scveral fricnds present.

c—H came T inquired—

Q What have you to say?

A T have come, according to promise, to xay T loved you
deatly. Tove my rival, Mary D——.

Note—This is my wife’s maiden name.

Q Have you any message for my wife?

A She has got n darling boy for a husband.

@ What do yon call me?

A You duck.

Q Where did T dwell when you knes me?

A. Whitevale.

Q Tell me your married sister’s name.

A W

Notr.—Roth place and name are correch
quired—

Q Tave you anything to say to me?

A. Your father is a duck of a drake.

Q What sphere are you in?

A The thinl

Jesste M'PHERSON cama

Q What sphere are you in?

A. The fonrth.

Q Ilavo you any messoge?

A. Old Fleming and MLachlan murdered me. They mur-

»

My on
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dered we in cold blood  Should be cseape, death will overtake
him,

3d August, 1863—Tn my house, Glasgow. Al my family
at the table, also my sister-in-law, Mrs T—.

A B—— R—— B——, D—— B—— and Dr Basn,
all came, one after another, without being thought of, and mid,
“Tell Mrs T. not to go 1o England.  If she does, she will
die in the train”

Afterwards $— D——, Mna T- ’s brother, came.

Q Havo you any mesrago?

A Mrs T- is to obey the warning, and not to go to Eog-
tand. I love her dearly, aml do not wish her to dio in tho train

Q. What part of England did she intend to go to?

A. Rokesbury.

Nore.—Mrs T, did intend 10 go to Rookesbury, in England

Q. Were you at the Pecl Banguet?

A Yes

Q. What was done there?

A. Kentish fire.

Q. Can yon let us hear iti

Tn reply, the raps on the table struck loudly, for some time.
“rat, tat, tat, tat, tat."”

Dr BARR came again.

Q Have you a 1nessage for any ono at this table?

A All of you fear Ciod, and ask Him, for Jesus' sake, to
pardon you.

Cth Augunt, 1963—~In my house, Glasgow.  Myzclf, family,
and somo friends present.

M—— 8—— came.

Q Wliat bave you come to syl

A. T am o murderess; T murdered L—.

Q. What sphers are you ju?



A. The Girst.
Q How long will you be theret
A. A thousand years.
Q. What kind of a place ia it?
A. A dark, bleak, dreary waste.
Q. Havo you any more to say?
A. Tell the world I am a murderess, and fecling remorse.
Nore—Al S—— is still alive, and this militates agninst
tho viess that the manifestations arc made by departed spirits
only, I have seen it stated in some book on Spiritualism, that
o spirits of the living can come whilo tho body is aslecp.
M— S——— bas come often, and always tells the same story.
C— H—— came. T asked—
Q What do you want?
A Darling, you will come to mo when you die. T will cherish
and love you
Q What sphere arc yon in?
A Tho thind
Q Are you happy in it?
A No.
Q Do you wish to get to a higher?
A. No.
Q. Whyt
A Because you will come to mo here. 1 wait for you I
lore you. Your wilo is 2 fool.
Q Doca God permit you to bring such messages?
A No
Q Who docs then?
A (Afer & pause)—The desil.
At this stage 1 distinguished the loud, marked tapping of Dr
Bixe ¥ inquired—
Q Have you a message?
A Do not believe C—— H——; sho is & lying spirit.
Q. What do you wish me to do?
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A. Love your wife, and do not love another. Do not think
on C~— H——, for if you do you will bring the judgments of
God upon you.

Q Wt sphere aro you in?

A. The ninth.

Q Have you s message for any of us?

A. For all of yon.

Q What is it?

A. Love one another, and, above all, love God

Note.—These answers were given out in lond, sonorons raps,
all the time the sharp tapping of C—— H—— was heard, as i
trying to drown the Doctor’s message.

12t dugust, 1863.—In my own housc, sclf aud family
present, loud tappings beard I asked—

Q. Who are yon?

A B B—1

Q What have you come to sag?

A, To tell Mrs T- not to go to England.

Here we heard sharp, metallic tapping just nader my band
It was peculiar in sound, and wo had mot heanl it before. [
inquired—

Q@ Who aro you?

A Mary Stuart, Qneen of Scots.

Here R B—-s knocks wero lreand ngain, and [ asked—

Q Wiat do you want?

A. I will wait till my Queen delivers her message.

Then I asked Mary Stuart—

Q. Wlhiat aro you tapping with?

A. My scoptre.

Q Wlat havo you to sayl

A T loved tho Earl of Bute

Q. Anything more?

A. The Earl of Damley was a sillin.
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Q Whiat sphers arc you in?

A. Tho cighth.

Q Arc you a Roman Catholict

A. Not now.

Thé tapping ceased, and—

R—— B—— knocked again.

Q What do you want?

A Put out the gas, and I will try to movo the table.

Tho gas was lowered till nearly out, and then the table was
dravn along the floor. A handkerclief Jicld by my son was
pulicd out of his band, and we found it afterwards folded in the
interior of the pedestal of the table beyond the reach of any ono
sitting at the table. One of my doughters had her dress drawn
round behind her chair, and one of my sons was drawn out,
chair and all, suddenly from the table

19tk August, 1863 —Myself and family present, n my own

“GENERAL BLUCHER " came.

Q Where did you fight?

A, Waterloo.

Q Who was your ally?

A Wellington.

Q In he with yon now?

A Yes

Q In what sphere?

A The seventh.

Q Where is Napoleon Buonaparte?

A Tn the third

Q Do you spprove of war now?

A. No.

Q What have you come to say?

A France and Austria will fight next year against Russia to
free thie Polea
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Q Wikl Englaud join them¥
A No.

Q. Will the Poles get free?
A. No.

14th August, 1868—In my own house, my family aod
sister-in-law present at first, and afterwards mysclf with them

“J D * came. I may mention that J. D. was a
brother of my wife and of Mrs T—— He died many years
ago. 1le was very oxpert at cabinot-work, and for Lis amuse-
ment made several articles for his sisters.

Mrs T—— inquired—

Q Whicre did you dwell on earth?

A. ilope Street.  (This is correct)

Q Did you muke anything for me?

A A box.

Q What to hold?

A Moucy.

Q. For what purpose!

A. Missionary.

Q. Wiat beeame of it?

A A servant stole (he moncy and buraed the box.

Nore—He did make n missionary box, aud box and moucy
woro abstracted, but how was nover discovered. Tlis is &
sixteen year old story.

Q. Can you still use your tools?

A Yes

Q Lat us licar tho saw.

A. Put out the gna first.

‘This was donc, and then the sounds of a saw, hammnier, and plane
were licard by all of us as plainly as if they bad been usal by
living Leings. Tho sounds wero s0 Joud as to be heand by the
servauts throughout the house. A small hand-bell was placed
beueath the table. It was lifted, and rung. and movel sbout
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Some of the children felt something like a hand clasping
around the ankle A drawer in the table flew out, aud a hand-
kercliicf was taken out of one of the children's hands, and was
aherwards found tightly pressed into a crevico between the
drawer and the top of the table. Some of the chiliren took
fright aud ran out of tho room, and we ceased to sit

25th August, 1863—The family present and some friends,
cight of us in all

R—— B— came. I inquired—

Q What have you to say?

A. There aro many spirits prosent.

Q Havo you any messago?

A AMrs T—— may now go to England  Wo have prayed
for ber life, and no hann will now Lappen o her.

Oue of our visitors who had not been at a sfance before, burst
out laughing. I inquired if the spirit presont Liad any message
for kim, and was answered, “Tell bim not to stand grinning
there, but belicve.”

Hero the tapping became very strong and loud. I desired oll
prosent, 10 sit back from the table.  We did so gmdually, till we
wero three foet from it all round, and were not In contact with
it at any point. In this position the table rapped and answered
questions, 88 when wo sat close to it, but not so loudly. 1
noliced that if we held out onr hands pointing to the top of the
table, tho tapping was louder than when they huug by our sides.

Nor.—Tle experiments this night led we o think that some
sort of force may be climinated from the bodiea of the sitters
patticulasly from the Mediums, and that the table may be charged
with it through the fingers and toca,

26th August, 1863 —Myself and four members of my family
present. T thought it adrisable to asceriain if tables were the
unly articles which would speak. So we atood at (he bookease



4

in the library, placing our lauds on the basc, when we heand
the tapping, and got answern as at the table.

b September, 1368.—In my own bouse. Ten of us
present.

CoLly CAMPBELL came. I inguired—

Q What have you come for?

A Ilove John. Make him a soldier. He will be buried in
Westminster Abbey.

Q Aro you Lonl Clyde?

A. Yes; but I like Colin Campbell better.

Whilo coutinuing to question, the tapping suddenly coased.
In o few minutes it began again, and I inquired why it had
stopped, and was told it was because ong of the party had sat
down on the sofa. Afterwanls wo found we could get no msni-
festation when any one sat on the sofs, aud we were told it was
because Colin Campbell sat there when not at the table.

Fth September, 1863—Colin Cempbell und several others
came.  Wo bad the usual sort of questions and answers, which,
though wouderful as phenomena, are becoming somewhat tire-
some from their mouotony, but while T was making some angry
remark to the children, the tapping stapped, and, though we
continued 1o sit, wns not renewed tilt I had left the reom (the
other mine or ten persons remaincd) When I had gone, the
tappiang recommienced, and rapped out, “Tell sour father to keep
bLis temper.”

20, September, 786 —1In wy own house. Dy family and
somo friends proseut,
CoLix CaMpuiLl came. T inguired—
Q What have you to say?
A This will be a great night with the spirita—but put out
tho gas.
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Q But first tell mo what s that cold air we foel going over
our hands and Jegs?

A Tt is spirits; tho room js full of them.

Wo Jowered tho gas, whea we heard powerful knocking on
tho table. We asked who it was, and were told they were
“Carpenters,” but would give o other nmame. They said
thero wero eight of them, and cach ono gave his distinctivo rap
—they being all quito distinet in sound cach one from the
others, They sawed, planed, and bammered so loudly, that tho
oot resounded with tho noise, and the sounda were heard np
and down stairs as if the table was being broken up. It isa
heavy oak table. I told them to take the axe and hack at it
Whe tokd 0, o heard blows as of an axo on tho pillar of the
uble—so strong that it shook at cach stroke. In fact, it is
somewhat loose and creaky ever since.

Tho foregoing narmativo contains a relation of a few of the
phenomena observed by myself and others. It is unnecessary
to go farther into detail, but I may mention some occurrences
which I have witnessed

Your of us were in o roum with o heavy table which it took
the whole of us with difliculty to lift, yet after lnying hands ou
Wit began o tilt, and roso off the floor, and two of us got on
it ad were lifted right off the floor. Again, o small hand-
bell was placed beneath the table.  One of us sung, and the bell
was rang in tiime to the tousic, and carried by an unseen band
vand the oom, behind us, and placed in a cormer of it A
concesting has been put under the table, and has been lifted up,
prowal against my legs, aud played o I have felt as it were
4oft velvely paw tapping on my foct and legs, and grasping
ue rownd the ankle. It scemed to melt away as it grasped




GENERAL REMARKS.

When wo firat sat, my younger son, about twelve years old,
was the Medium, but his power scon declined, and does not now
exist. His elder brother, fourteen years of age, nequired tho
power as the other lost it, and still has it The tnanifestations
aro irregular, being sometimes very strong, at other times faint,
and occasioually altogether absent, I notice, howover, that
whon we sit dny after day wo obtain more powerful mavifesta-
tions than we do when sitting irreqularly, say ouly once in ten
or fourteen days  Without the boy wo get no manifestation
whntever. He is strong, in good Lealth, activo, cata and alecps
well. When sitting at the tablo he fecls in nothing different
from tho rest of us, and his pulse beats noither quicker nor
slower for tho sdunce. The novelty of tho thing has wom off,
and he does not often care to ait now. When ho takes pleasure
in sitting, the manifestations nre much more powerfal than
when he sits down reluctantly, 1le likes egzs, and cats a good
many. A Spiritualist tells ne his power is inereased by them.
1o says eating eggs adds to tho quantity of phosplorus in tie
body, aud that phosphorus iu excess is a causs of th Medium's
power.

At varions times we naked tho different spirits to describe the
sphiercs they stated thiemsclves to bo in, and wo inquired about
themn at the Ttev. Dr Barr, who scems to possess a knowledge of
thew all.  All the answers coincided in tho following chamater-
istica of tho different spheres :—

1st. A dark, dreary, bleak waste.

2d. A place of swamps, pitfalls, and briney lakex

3d Tangled brambles and thorns.

#th. Tall trees with golden apples and Jeaves.

Sth. Golden palaces.
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Gth. Rivers of milk and honey.

7th. A city built of gold

8th. Quict and bliasful pasturcs,

9th. Al that is koly and good.

We lave been told—

That there are thousands of spheres, cach onc nearer to God
than the preceding, but that after tho twelth they nra uncon-
nected with this earth:

Thiat the greater portion of mankind, on leaving this world,
enter tho fourth sphere, which is a place happier and bolier
than this carth:

That according as thoy have Jived and died in holiness or b
sin, shall bo the nature of the sphere they will enter:

That thero is a progression from a lower to a higher splicro
for all:

That into whatever ephero you may enter at death, you will
feel remorse for tho ains comumitted in tho flesh:

That, the spirits in any sphero have tho priviloge of praying
10 Qod in belalf of those in a lower sphere, and for the denizens
of thia world :

That prayer to be acceptable must be offered through * Jesus
Christ the Son of God:”

That the prayers of people on this carth in bebalf of the
wpirits of departed frienda are sinful and of no avail

We have noticed that the manifestations are irregular in
power, being somotimes very strong and marked, at othier times
funt, or altogethor absent, and yet, so far as we can see, the
condlitions remain the same. As a rule, manifestations are more
readily obtained in the gloamin’.

Tn the sittings of my family, wo bave not wished for auy
Person in particular,

The tappings of each spirit aro different in sound and charac-
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ter, and often we ean tell who it is, by the nature of the taps,
before wo are told the naine of our vigitant.

During the manifestations wo sometimes have the feeling of
n current of cold air passing over our lands, feet, and lega 1
have asked what it is, and been amswered that it is a spirit
coming iu contact with us.

Wo aro often told to chiange places at the table; and when
we have mranged ourselves s tho spirits desire us to do, we
obtain more powerful manifestations.

With the single exception of my mother saying I would
sleep in Dover Street, wo have found that no reliance whatever
is to be placed in the apirits’ predictions of futuro events.

T lave often inquired ot tho manifestations if they be the
result of magmetism, odyle, or of a force climinated from the
budics or minds of the sitters,  Such questions I have asked in
Loudon, Brussels, (lasgow, nod other places. In all cases, the
answers have positively affirued thal the mauifestations aro
made by tho spirits of tho departed, and by ther only.

There arc many diverso views as to the rationale of the
phienowena. Somo see iu them a revelation from the spitit
world, aid o testimony ta tho truth of the Christian religion,
for the messages testify of Christ, inculcato virtue, prayer to
Qod, and love to man; and in all ages, writers, sacred and
profane, have spoken of guandian angels, miistering spirits,
and tho clowd of witnessea with which we are compassed.
Others refer oll the phenvimena 1o uaterial causcs as yet unes-
plainable.  “Mind reading” by the Mediom unknown to him
or herself, combined with some sort of magnetic influence.

As reganls tho tilting and rising up of the tablo, and ita
resisting the Jaws of gravitation, which it is held no well-behared
table ought to do, I moy remack thiat, many years ago, 1 hoand
the Inte Professor Nichol speak of a power in Nature, as then
being in course of discovery, nutagonistic to, and perbaps
superior to gravitation, aud lately Tlerschel bas referred o the
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samo power, calling it the “levitating,” as opposed to the gravi-
tating force. As yot the action of this force has been ohserved
and commented on in connection with comets; but s the
samo gravitating force rounds 4 work! and a drop of dew, may
not the levitating force bo found yet to have as wida a range?

A party, of whom the author of “Mary Jane” is one, consider
that tho phenomena are al! cauged by emanations from the bodica
of thaso present, or, I may say, from all and every body. They
believe that the exudations thrown off continuously by living
Leings, thougls invisible, are yot endowed with Jifo and intelli-
gence; that man, in fact, is continually and unconscionsly
creating intelligence, and that theso intelligences fant about, and
aro the spirits of the Spiritualist.

Aa for the belicf of the Spiritualists generally, it is that the
communications, however absund and stupid they may be, are
seally mado by tho apirits of the departed.

1 asked n calm, scasible, plodding merchant, who bas had
reason to believe in the existence of the phenomena, to give me
bis opinion, and ho gave me it much as follows:—

“Yon nsk me why we must place our hands on the table—T
answer T cannot tell, any moro than why Moses® hands required
10 bo held up that Ismel might win in battla  You say, What
is & Medium, and what is his power?—why have not oll men got
itt Again I cannot tell I don't know why at the approach of
a piece of loadstone a needle, disobeying the Jaws of gravitation,
flics up to it, yot it is not stirred by the approach of other kiuds
of stono; ncither can I say why a table riscs at the touch of a
Modium, and not at that of another person who is not one.
Try to defino Magnelism and Elcctricity, and say what they are.

Yon will find it o difficult as to define what Spiritualism is
They aro inercly recognised nawes for the cause of the actions
we observe, but tho substances themselves have yet to bo lnid
bold off and analysed; but nnalogy pointa to them as being
material though imponderable in our scales
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Snch arc (ke viows of my friend. As for myself, 1 merely
give the facts as scen, Lieard, and felt by me and by witnesses in
may presence. 1 draw no inferencs, 1 deduce no hypothesis, T
build no theory. [ am content o add a stone to the accamn-
lating caim of facts, and leave to somo Baconian philosapher of
futuro times the task of drawing just inferences, and developing
d a trac theory.

SL4s0ow: PALSTED BT THOMLS KTALLY A¥D s,

i



