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OR, 

THE CONSTELLATIONS. 

"Canst thou bring forth Muzaroth in his season ?"-JoB nniii. 3t. 

FIRST PART. 

PREFACE. 

MosT persons have been taught the names and figures of the signs of the zodiac. 
Many have been repelled by the explanations usually given of these and the other 
constellations; others have considered them not only useless, but burthensome to the 
astronomer; and it has been proposed to subdtitute a kind of survey of the heavens, 
where lines and angles should take the place of the traditional figures. Should this 
alteration be adopted, the message these figures were intended to transmit will not be 
less impressive when the types in which it was conveyed are· no longer made sub­
aervient to the purposes of practical astronomy; especially as through being thus used 
the forms of the emblems are already disguised and modernized, and new figures, the 
most incongruous and absurd, have been intruded among them, while the names of 
the stars are becoming continually more corrupted. 

The object of this work is to show, .by the combined testimony of tradition and of 
ancient writers, and from the meaning of the yet extant ancient names of stars and 
T"blems, that they were invented to transmit the earliest and most important know­
ledge possessed by the first fathers of mankind. Such records were supposed to exist 
in the hieroglyphics of Egypt, but among them have only been discovered the names 
and dates, the conquests and the praises of sovereigns. It is intended in this work to 
prove that far higher and more important records, those of the only true wisdom of 

1 Mazzaroth, though sometimes in modem lexicons differently interpreted, is here used as 
meaning the constellations. In Job xxxviii. 32, it stands in the text of the English Bible untrans­
lated : in the margin it is rendered " the twelve signs." Mazzaroth is a feminine or neuter 
plural noun, applied to separate chambers or divisions, such as the constellations. Mazaloth, 
a word with which it is sometimes identified, means a way through which any thing goes, as the 
sun through the zodiac, and the moon through the lunar mansions, or Manzi! a! Kamar, the 
Arabic appellation of the lunar zodiac still used in the East. It OOOU1'8 in the sacred Scriptures 
only in 2 Kings xxiii. 5, probably in the same sense. 
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2 MAZZAROTH; OR, THE CONSTELLATIONS. (PART 

man, are contained in the emblems of the constellations. The agreement of the 
figures will be shown, with the types used by " the holy prophets who have been since 
the world began," in their predictions of Him, first promised to Adam as the seed of 
the woman and the conqueror of the serpent; also that in the names the very 
words in which their prophecies were delivered are frequently to be recognized ; and 
that the primitive roots (by which the Assyrian and Babylonish records are now 
interpreted) exist alike in the names of the stars and in the dialects used by the 
prophets. These names, and the ideas conveyed by the figures, are traced in the 
mythology of the nations ; and it will be shown, from the confused and incongruous use 
there made of them, that the fables were invented from the constellations, and not the 
constellations from the fables 1• It has been attempted by means of these coincidences t 
to derive the origin of all religions from the constellations; but no reasons have been 
given why the constellations should be thus figured and thus named. In this work 
such reasons will be brought forward, and adequate cause assigned, in the revelation 
made to Adam and recorded by the subsequent prophets, for the invention of these 
names and figures ; their origin being sought in the religion given by God, and in their 
pe"enion being found the origin of the false religions set up by man. 

NOTE ON "CONSTELLATIONS." 

The ancients divided the heavens by forty-eight constellations, imaginary and arbi­
trary divisions, sometimes, but not always, comprising remarkable stars. Among the 
twelve signa, Aries, Taurus, Gemini, Scorpio, and Virgo, have bright stars, leading the 
eye to fix on them as constellations, but the others have not; and would not be natu­
rally distinguished as such. It ia therefore evident that the distinction of the starry 
heavens into constellations, like the division of the earth into districts, is the work of 
man's imagination for his own purposes. In this case the purpose was to declare the 
glory of God. Orion, the Great Bear, Cassiopea, Lyra, the Southern Cross, and perhaps 
some others, have bright stars pointing them out, but the records of ancient astronomy 
only determine what minor stan are reckoned as belonging to them ; for instance the 
serpentine emblems are so mingled with the others as to be complained of as causing 
confusion by those who did not see in them an intentional type of the works of the 
enemy as intricately interwoven with the destinies of man. 

• Tbe evidences by which these statements are supported will be found in the Second Part. 
t Dnpuia, L'Origine des Cultea. 
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I.) QUESTIONS. 3 

QUESTIONS 

TO WHICH IT IS GENERALLY BELIEVED THAT THERE IS NO CERTAIN 

ANSWER TO BE GIVEN, TRADITION OR CONJECTURE BEING 

ALL THAT IS EVER ALLEGED • 

Qvutiom. 

Who was the inventor of 
astronomy? 

When was it invented ? 

Where? 

When, where, and by whom 
were the yet extant names and 
emblems invented ? 

What is the meaning of 
those names and those em­
blems? 

Why chosen? 

Why were the thirty-six 
decans or constellations al­
lotted three to each sign, and 
why so figured and so allotted? 

7raditional .A.IIItller8. 

Seth or Thoth, or Her­
mes ; Enoch or Edris, 
Oannes or Noah. 

Very early. 

In the East : some say 
Cbaldea ; some, Egypt or 
India. 

Unknown, as to the 
signs ; Necep8011, king of 
Egypt (a.c. 900), is said 
to have introduced the 
decana into Egypt. 

Unknown, but the sub­
ject of various conjectures. 

Wholly unknown. 

Unknown. 

.A.IIItller• givm 6y thil 
EzplanatiotJ. 

Seth, the son of Adam, with 
Adam and Enoch 1. 

In the first age of mankind '· 

In their first habitations, in or 
near the land of Eden, said to 
have been between Cbaldea and 
India 1• 

At the same time, by the same 
persons, and in the same locality '· 

They expre88 the promises and 
prophecies revealed to Adam, 
Seth, and Enoch '. 

Because they conveyed that 
meaning, and to keep that early 
revelation in mind •. 

The decana, as far as ascer­
tained from Oriental traditions, 
accord with the signs in which 
they are found, and for this reason 
were so formed and allotted'· 

Jewish, Persian, and Arabian ancient writers preserve the tradition, that " the family of Seth," 
Adam, Seth, and Enoch," invented astronomy," the Egyptians attributing it to Seth or Thoth, 
said to be the same as Hermes Trismegistus, the thrice-great. 

Plutarch mentions Seth, "to whom the third day of the five of the epact was dedicated," as 
worshipped in Egypt. He was said to be the third son of Set and Netpthe, the father and 
mother of the gods, whose names are given by Bunsen as Seb and Nutpe. 

Bunsen says that Thoth or Hermes was called the scribe of truth, the twice-great; and that 
they held Set to be the name of the god of the Asiatic people. In the" Book of the Dead," it 
is said, "Tet, which is Set," thus confirming the identification of Seth and Thoth. 

1 Part II. p. S, &c. , 2 Part II. pp. 60, 61. 
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4 OBJECTIONS ANSWERED. (PART 

OBJECTIONS 

SOMETIMES URGED AS TO THE ORIGIN AND MEANING OF THE NAMES 
' 

AND FIGURES OF THE ANCIENT CONSTELLATIONS. 

OBJECTION I. 

That the signs typify the sea­
sons, and their accompanying 
events, such as we now see them. 

II. 
That they were invented by 

the Egyptians to show the seasons 
of their climate ; 

III. 
Or by the Egyptians, to express 

their mythology ; 

IV. 
By the Greeks, to express the 

twelve labours of Hercules ; 

v. 
By Chiron, for the events of 

the Argonautic expedition. 

VI. 
According to Olaus Rudbeck 

the Swede, they typify the 8e8Soos 
of Scandinavia. 

'vn. 
That the names have no mean­

ing. 

ANSWER I. 
If they did so in Italy in the time of Macrobins (A.D. 

400), who first gave this explanation, they could not have 
done so in the East, where he allows they were invented, 
and in the ancient times to which he himself refers them, as 
does all ancient tradition 1. 

II. 
The Egyptians have no where said so, neither can the 

analogy be carried out. The inundation of the Nile must 
have been there ; and if it took place under Aquarius, as 
has been conjectured, it must have been more than 12,000 
years before the time · when the monuments of Egypt show 
the signs depicted on them, and when geology assures us 
man did not exist on the earth 2• 

III. 
That mythology has sufficient resemblance with the signs 

to have been borrowed from them, but not to have origi· 
nated them. Isis may be traced, perhaps Horus, but 
not Osiris; and A pis is not like any other name of the 
bull of the zodiac, neither had he, like Apis, an eagle 
connected with his figure a. 

IV. 
The order of the twelve signs is invariable. Authorities 

differ as to that of the twelve labours, which yet sufficiently 
allude to the signs to show that they were derived from the 
zodiac •. 

v. 
The signs are known to have been home on the banners 

of the tribes of Israel long before the time of the Argonauts 1• 

VI. 
The merits of this explanation may be judged by that of 

the twins, as showing when infants may be bathed in the 
rivers. It however proves that the Scandinavian tribes 
preserved the twelve signs. 

VII. 
Aben Ezra records the meaning of some of them as they 

were understood by the ancient Jews. Every name has a 
clear meaning, to be found in Hebrew, and generally in 
Arabic, applicable to the emblem in which it occurs •. 

' Part I. ch. I. a Part II., on Egypt. I Part I. P· 18. 
' Part 11. p. 1111. 1 Part II. p. 37, &c. o Part 11., Tables of the Signs, pp. 9-25. 
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I.] OBJECTIONS ANSWERED. 

OBJECTION VIII. 

That in Arabic the names 
somef4mes have strange and in­
congruous meaningS. 

ANSWER VIII. 

If a forced and modem usage of the root be taken, this 
may be so ; as, for instance, in placing a eompany of virgins 
in the throat of the dog, where the epithet clear, pure, from 
the root Adar, glorious, is applied to the emblem of the 
eoming of the promised seed, as it has also been applied 
to a clear, pore virgin. By referring to the ancient Arabic, 
particularly the two-lettered roots, these absurdities are got 
rid of, and the Arabic will corroborate the Hebrew I, 

NoTE oN ANsw&R I.-In those ancient times the solaticea and equinoxes did not occur in the 
signa to which Macrobius would refer them. The sun did not then begin to recede under the 
Crab, nor to ascend under the Goat. By the precession of the equinoxes, the solstices, earlier 
in Leo and Aquarius, had in his time passed into Cancer and Capricorn, as they have now into 
Gemini and Sagittarius. Those who in later times have tried to explain the signs by the seasons 
of modern .Europe have these and yet greater difficulties to encounter. 

ON ANsWER. H.-Some writers have fancied an allusion to the inundation in Aquarius: a small 
stream issuing from an urn in the hand of a human figure, and received in the mouth of a fish, 
does not, however, seem to suit it 2. Arago, aclu)owledged to be as deficient in languages as be 
was accomplished in astronomy, has ventured, in his popular lectures, on explanations of the 
emblems of the signs with very forced applications to the climate of Egypt ; doing this from what 
be supposes may be the derivation of their Coptic names, or those of the Egyptian months to 
which he would adapt them. That on this point he is no authority may be seen from his assertion 
that" the Hebrew verbfqfa signifies obtenebrescere :"that the letter F does not exist in the Hebrew 
Alphabet is but a trifiing objection, for the sound does, and would be written phapha ; but 
not one word with that root in it has any connexion with the idea of darkness, while the nume­
rous words in which it appears have all some relation to splendour, light, beauty; the Greek deri­
vatives having that meaning, as phaino, will at once occur to the Greek scholar. The Egyptian 
Pa-pa according to Bunsen means to bear, to bring forth ; if it was an Egyptian name of any sign, 
it would probably be of Virgo; he aays the Egyptian harvest begins in February, where he 
would place Leo, and sowing in November, where he would place Taurus. Aquarius he gives to 
" the second month of summer," and says, "during this month or thereabo~tB the sources of the 
Nile give forth their full complement of water." According to the place of the sun in the signs 
about the time of the Christian era, and for 2000 years before it, the harvest of Egypt could not 
take place under Virgo, nor the inundation under Aquarius. 

ON ANswER V.-This conjecture, though adopted by Sir I. Newton, is also confuted by Sir 
W. Jones and others, who have found the signs used in Oriental astronomy long before the 
Argonautic expedition'· 

ON ANswER Vll.-On the meanings early attributed to the signs the very ancient science of 
astrology is founded. 

The evidence by which these answers and those on p. 3 are supported, will be found in the 
Second Part, especially in the pages referred to. 

1 Part II., Tables, pp. 9-26; p. 16, Virgo. 2 Part II. p • . 22. 3 Part II. pp. 6-8. 
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6 THE TWELVE SIGNS 011' THE ZODIAC. (PART 

WHAT ABE THE REAL MEANINGS OF THE EMBLEMS 

OF THE SIGNS? 

Yirgo. 

Libra. 

Scorpio. 

Segittariu. 

Caprioor-
011.1. 

.A.qaariaa. 

Pitcee. 

Ariel. 

Tauraa. 

Gemini. 

Caru:cr. 

One of the greatest of uninspired teachers, the Socrates of 
Plato, is laid to have always appealed to the common sense of 
bill bearers. There is an appeal to the common sense of man­
kind as to the meanings of the emblems of ancient astronomy, 
which it was apparently intended they should make. The aid 
of billtory, languages, and traditions may have been required to 
ascertain what these meanings were ; but when pointed out, 
any one acquainted. with the Holy Scriptor~ can judge of their 
suitability to expre11 the prophecies there recorded, as given to 
the first parents or· mankind. The seed of the woman aball 
bruille the serpent's bead, the serpent shall bruise bill heel 
There is a tradition that at the creation of man the aun at the 
summer solstice was among the stan called the sign of the 
Virgin. In that place was figured, long before the Christian 
era, in the Egyptian zodiac, the figure of a woman with an ear 
of com in her band, and below another female figure holding 
an infant. Here, then; is .recognized the seed, the offspring of 
the woman. In the next . sign, the acalea at once convey the 
idea of purchase. He c:omea to buy, to redeem. There ia 
then the figure of a man grasping a serpent as in conflict, his 
foot on the bead of a scorpion, whose reverted sting appears to 
have wounded his heel. Here the seed, the offspring of the 
woman, is bruising the enemy's head, after having received the 
predicted bruille in the heel The first prophecy is thu fully 
figured out: the first part of it is aa fully accomplished; the 
heel of the virgin's Son was bruilled when nailed upon the 
croll. 

In the next sign an arrow is coming. forth from the bow. 
Can any one fail to see here expressed, that He shall come, 
speedily, surely t Tben a kid or goat, sinking down as the aacri­
fice appointed to be slain for ain. Then the promised seed, the 
man, is arising, and pouring out water as to purify, sustain 
life. Two fishes, joined together by a band, come next : water 
is tbeir element, abundantly multiplying is their characteristic. 
To the Christian there is but to name the Church of Christ, and 
the fitne11 of the emblem will at once be recognized. Tbe 
primitive institution of sacrifice was equally of a kid or a lamb. 
The lamb, or young ram, is next, as it had been slain, but 
now living, on high. The bull, also a sacrificial animal, but 
living, and in an attitude of victory. He who died in the kid 
is now alive again, and to Him all power is given. The twins, 
the closest visible image of two natures in one person, are 
next; and the Scriptural believer will not fail to recognize 
their import. The crab holds fast what it has once grasped. 

Gen. 3. 15. 

Deut.32. 6. 
2 Pet. 2. 1. 

Ps. 91. 13. 

Deut.49.1o. 
Exocl. 4. 13. 

LeT. 16. 
Ezek. 47 • 
Hab. I. 19. 

Gen. 1. 20. 

, ... «. 3. 
John 3. 

Exod.l2. 5. 
Rev. 5. 6. 

Exod.29.1o. 
Heb. 9. 13. 
Matt. 28.18. 
Zech. 6. 13. 

John 10. 28. 
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I.] 

Leo. 

THE TWELVE SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC. 

The lion rends apart whatever be seizes, as at the. last awful 
day the Judge will separate good from evil. 

"Take and read," as the voice cried to the saint of old 1• 

"Search the Scriptures," as the Lord Himself has enjoined, 
even if never searched before ; and see if these simple and ex­
pressive emblems are not faithful interpreters of the prophecies 
there contained. The coincidences cannot be overlooked ; they 
are too complete to be unintentional: the common sense of man­
kind at once recognizes the marks of design. To that universal 
faculty the appeal is made: are there not here those marks, 
and in the correspondence with Scripture the proof of what 
was that design ? Was it not indeed in another, yet consistent, 
record to show forth the glory of God? 

This appeal to the ordinary faculties of the human mind, to 
its powers of comparison and judgment, may well hope for the 
verdict that the signs' were intended to symbolize prophecy, 
as recorded in the Holy Scriptures. A connecting link is the 
signification of the ancient names in the original a language of 
mankind, as transmitted in the Hebrew of the Holy Scriptures 
and the moat ancient Arabic : but to appreciate this additional 
evidence there must be either a knowledge of the languages, or 
a due estimate of the force of testimony. Those acquainted 
with the original Scriptures will testify to the occurrence of the 
root 4 of the name in those writings, as shown by the references 
given in the subsequent Tables. 

• Augustin, Confess. 

7 

Gen.49.Jo. 
Matt. 26. 82. 

a The zodiac in its present forms and order, as beginning with Aries, is transmitted by 
Hipparchns and Ptolemy, who lived about the time of the Christian era, as "of unquestioned 
authority, unknown origin, and unsearchable antiquity.'' The explanation here given follows 
the oonrse of prophecy, and the order of the stars arising in the evening, with the sun in Aries. 

s Part II. p. 76. 
4 "The root" may be explained by English examples ; as, " The idea of a family of words is 

ftmtiliar to the reader," "Familiarity with the search willfamiliarize the result." 
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8 THE LA'riN NAMES OF THE TWELVE SIGNS. [PART 

THE LATIN NAMES OF THE TWELVE SIGNS 

ACCOUNTED FOR BY THEIR SEMITIC ROOTS. 

ARIES, the Ram or Lamb, comingfrirth. goeth 
Ars, lamb. Gr. Luke x. 3. 

TAuRus, the Bull (Dent. xxxiii. 17), coming to rule (Chald.{chiif 
form), coming, Isa. !vii. 9 • • • rule 

GEMINI, the Twins, united fellow 
{ gotten 

CANCER, the Crab, gained, encircled the polleasion 
LEo, the Lion, leaping forth, as a flame of fire flame 

VIRGO, the Woman bearing the seed, the branch {young ones 
offspring grow 

LIBRA, the Balance or Scales, librating, moving up and down, as the 
heart 

ScoRPio, the Scorpion, which cleaves in conflict battle 
SAGITTARIUS, the Archer, which sends forth the arrow 

CAPRICORNus, the Atoning Sacrifice, ainking down as {atonement 
slain • • • • bowed 

AQUARIUS, the Water-bearer, water as rising in the{riring 
urn • • • • sending forth 

PISCES, the Fish, multiplying (Arab. sense) spread 

All names have meanings, if not in the language into which they 
are adopted, yet in some other from which they are derived. The 
names applied by the Romans to their divinities are considered to 

. be derived from the Etruscan ; it is therefore probable that the 
names by which they called the Twelve Signs also had the eame 
origin. These names are here shown to contain roots having the 
same meanings as those of the Semitic name~ of the eame figures. 
This derivation is confirmed bv the recent Ninevite discoveries, 
from which it is inferred that Eiruria " had an intimate connexion 
with Assyria." · 

Names of ancient Italy, when referred to Semitic roots, will also 
point to an Oriental origin, as, for instance,-

Etruria, abundant, very rich 
Latium, hidden 
Roma, great, high • • . 
Alba, great of heart, Job xi. I2 ; Heb. also white 
Oscan, dwelling, dwellers • 
Italia, Arab. !Qng; the Chaldee gives the sense to CO!Jer 
Sabine is also from another root, dwell 
Samnite, fertile 

abundance 
covering 

high 

dwelt 

fruitful 

Teo:ll IDhtre 
lhewortl or ill 
root ;, rued in 
lhil ,.,.,e in 
the Hebr•w 
Bible. 

Job 34. s. 

Gen. 40. 2. 
Isa. 32. 1. 
Zech.l3. 7. 
Gen. 4. 1. 
Gen. 26. H. 
Exod. 3. 2. 

Job 39. so. 
lsa. II. 1. 

Gen. 18. 5. 
Dent. 20. 2. 

1 Sa. 20. 20. 

Ex. 30. 10. 
Judg. 5. 27. 
Ezek. 47. 5. 
I Sa. 20.20. 
Hab. I. 8. 

Isa. 15. 7. 
Isa. 25. 7. 
Deut.I2. 2. 
Gen. 49.12. 
Gen. 16. 12. 
Neb. 3. 15. 
Gen. 20.15. 
lea. 5. 1. 

Etruscan words, of which the meaning is known :­

Lucumo, prince, king, 2 Sam. xxiv. 23 king Gen. 14. 1. 
Aesar, God; chief, ruler, Gen. xii. I5 
Tinia, Supreme God, for ever continuing 
Capra, a gost, the sacrifice of atonement 

Prince Isa. 9. 6. 
Ps. 72. 17. 
Lev. 16. 18. 

} 

Hebrew 
rooU. 

n,N 

,111 

D.V 
lP 

l'1:l., 

n.,g 

:l., 
;:.,p 

rn 
,,J 
li,J 
i'1Nl 
M.,,. 
'I'll 

,". 
10., 
D, 

l:l., 
~Vf :) 
.,.,10 

::11/1' 
)OVf 

,Vf 

ll' 
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I.) THE TWELVE SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC. 9 

THE TWELVE SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC. 

AS CONNECTED WITH THE PRIMITIVE PROPHECIES. 

TuE antiquity and wide diffusion of these emblems, and the mystic veneration in 
which they were ever held, are traced in the accompanying pages: it is also shown 
that the notion of the signs having any reference to the seasons is of comparatively 
late origin, and could not at any time have been sustained consistently with the times 
and climates of their well-known previous existence 1• 

It was not till the diffusion of the light of Christianity had cast into shade these 
dim foreshowing& of its great events, that the vague awe with which these emblems 
were formerly regarded gave place to indifference and neglect, or was only preserved 
in the reveries of astrology. This reverence 1, in some cases leading even to idolatry, 
indicated a tradition that their message was divine. They each represented an action, 
still to be traced in the fables connected with them 1, a type, of which the true antitype 
is to be found in the great subject of the ancient prophecies contained in the Hebrew 
Scriptures •. The primitive year began in the sign Virgo, the stars of which were 
seen most strikingly in the evening sky. when the sun was in Aries, the splendid 
star still by us called Spica, the ear of corn, in the woman's hand, marking the 
leading idea, the Promised Seed. Thus was represented the subject of the first promise, 
the foundation of the hopes of fallen man. In the next sign, Libra, we have His 
work, which was to be to buy, to redeem, figured in the balance weighing the price 
against the purchase. Then in Scorpio follows the indication of what that price was to 
be; the conflict, in which the seed of the woman receives the wound in his heel, while 
his other foot is on the head of the enemy, here figured by the scorpion, a venomous 
reptile, who can sting even while his head is bruised. 

Next we find the Archer, with his arrow in the act of going out from the bow, 
expressing that the promised Deliverer should be sent forth. 

Then Capricomus, the goat, the victim or sacrifice sinking down as wounded, showing 
that the promised Deliverer must be slain as a sacrifice. In Aquarius we see the rising 
up and pouring forth of water, as to cleanse and fertilize, showing that the sacrifice was 
to bring purification and benediction by means of the risen Messiah. 

In Pisces two fishes are bound together by a band, which is continued to· and held 
by the fore-feet of Aries, figuring the leading idea of union. The fishes, a well-known 
emblem of the Church among the early Christians, represent the redeemed and purified 
multitudes of the Church before and after the first coming, in union with each other 
and with their R.edeemer. 

1 Part I. ch. I ; Part 11. I'· a, &c. 2 Part II., on Egypt and Assyria. 
' Part II. p. 81, &c. • Part IJ. I'· 60, also the Tables from pp. 9 to 25. 

c 
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10 THE TWELVE SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC. (PART 

The subsequent sign, the Lamb or ram of aaerifice, here not dying, but 81 it had 
been slain, is now reigning triumphant, with one foot on the head of the enemy, bound 
also by a band, which that foot holds. 

We then aee Taurus, the bull, showing forth the dominion of Him who bad been a 
sacrifice for sin, now reigning over all. 

In Gemini, the twins, whether human or of the sacrificial goat or sheep, the leading 
idea of combining, entwining, is equally conveyed, expressing the union of the divine 
and human nature in the promised seed. 

Cancer, the crab or beetle, holding f81t its prey or its neat, well conveys the image 
of tenacious poaseasion by Him who has aasured us, 81 to His purchased flock, that no 
man can pluck them out of His hand. . 

Leo, the majestic lion, rending the prey, represents irresistible strength, and final 
separation between good and evil. His foot is over the head of the prostrate serpent, 
closing the series as we are told by the Apostle that the dispensation must be closed : 
" For He shall reign till He has put all things under His feet 1." 

Here, then, we have represented in action twelve leading ideas, twelve principal 
truths of Divine revelation,-

!. The seed of the woman shall come. 
2. There shall be a price paid by Him for a purchased possession. 
3. The price shall be a conffict with the serpent.-foe, and a wound in the conqueror'• 

heel. 
4. He shall be sent forth swiftly, surely, as an arrow from a bow. 
5. He shall be slain as a sacrifice. 
6. He shall rise again and pour out blessings on His people. 
7. His people shall be multitudes, and held in union with each other and Himself. 
8. He who was slain, whose heel was bruised, shall rule, and shall tread His enemy 

under foot. 
9. He shall come in power, triumpb!lnt, and have dominion. 
10. He shall be the Son of GoD and the ~on of man, the victim and the ruler. 
11. He shall hold fast His purchased possession, the reward of His work. 
12. He shall finally put all enemies under His feet, coming with ten thousand of 

His saints to execute judgment upon all, separating the evil from the good. 
These leading ideas are so be traced in the yet extant names of the signs as pre­

served in the Hebrew and Arabic appellations. Eight of these agree: of the other 
four, two are in Arabic different names of the same object, the other two contain the 
leading idea here attributed to the sign. 

Two of the Syriac names from Ulugb Beigh differ from the Hebrew, as being other 
names of the same thing. Where the Hebrew and Arabic agree, there can be little 
doubt but that they preserve the name originally given : as where the words differ they 
still express the same idea, it seems that the emblems were invented, and universally 
known to the children of Noah, before the dispersion from Babel'· 

From ancient authorities we find that in the Aramrean and Coptic or early Egyptian 
names the same ideas are presented. They are also found in the Sanscrit, &c.• 

The ancient Rabbins said that the astronomy of the Jews was in the Babyloniah 

I Part II. Tables, pp. 9-25. 2 Ibid. 1 Part II. p. 26. 
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I.) THE TWELVE SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC. 11 

captivity corrupted by the asttology of the 'chaldeana; but as the Chaldean dialect 
differs so little from the Hebrew, the names would not be materially altered. Slight 
Chaldee changes may be traced in one or two of the names of stars; but in the names 
of the twelve signs they do not occur, even where the interchangeable letters are 
found. 

The existence of primitive roots in Arabic words, common to the Hebrew and other 
Semitic dialects, (however the usage of these words may have been varied and 
extended,) is evident to Hebraists, though sometimes disputed by the echolar whose 
Oriental acquirements have not included the Hebrew. Such may be compared to the 
traveller in the desert, who, delighted with the fruit and shade of the palm-tree, 
thinks not of the source of strength and nourishment below, the deep and atedfast 
root bidden in the sand that bas gathered around it in the lapse of ages. The root 
is obvious in these antique appellations of visible objects, as in the proper names of 
persons and places contained in the Scriptures, and, though less obviously, may be 
traced even in those of other nations. Proper names, however corrupted in the 
spelling, generally retain something of the sound of the root whence they were formed: 
words used in expressing the varying actions and feelings of common life are much 
more subject to be perverted from their original meanings. The appellations of 
visible objects, if leas fized than proper names, are less liable to variation than those ; 
accordingly we find these twelve names to have corresponding Arabic ones, even if in 
some places other, hut synonymous, names are now used in Arabic astronomy. 

The mythological fables attached to these emblems, and the titles under which they 
were worshipped, contribute to throw light on these meanings 1• All are connected 
with an offspring of the Deity; all say with the Evangelical Prophet, " Unto us a child 
is born, unto us a son is given : and the government shall be upon his shoulder t." 

If indeed Seth and his family were the inventors of these emblems and the givers of 
these names, intending to express in them the prophecies known to the antediluvian 
Church, such might well be their figures and their meaning. If the intention was what 
it is here considered to be, it is consistently developed by comparison with the written 
records of Hebrew prophecy, as delivered to the patriarchal and Jewish Church, and 
preaerved for the Christian by those faithful witnesses for the authority and integrity of 
Scripture, the yet unconverted Jews. As the Jews have kept the word of prophecy, 
the Arabs have preserved the names of the stars which so remarkably correspond with 
it, while the Greeks and Egyptians have transmitted the figures to which they belong. 

These independent but concurring testimonies not only witness to the purpose of the 
long misunderstood emblems, but to the existence of a revelation anterior to their 
formation; for if their purport be prophetic, He who seeth the end from the beginning 
had already given to man that knowledge of future events which He alone can impart. 

It is not doubted that about eighteen centuries ago there arose a remarkable person 
claiming to have no father but Him in heaven, who was put to death at the time of 
the slaying of the paschal lamb at Jerusalem. His death, the time and manner of it, 
were not in his own power. If predicted by the prophets, prefigured in these ancient 
emblems, and indicated in their primitive names,-that death, its manner and its time, 

I Part II. p. 81, &c. a Isa. ix. 6. 
c •) 
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12 THE TWELVE SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC. (PART 

must have been revealed by Him who by the mouth of Isaiah appeals to prophecy as 
the proof of His power and His Godhead, saying to the idols of the heathen, " Show 
the things that are to come hereafter, ·that we may know that ye are gods I," By 
prophecy and its fulfilment God speaks to man, at once displaying His foreknowledge 
and His sovereignty. So He spake to our first parents in Eden; and the echo of that 
voice was in the ears of the fathers of mankind, when theee emblems were framed in 
memorial of the revelation. 

NOTES. 
In the sacred year, as ordained by Moses, beginning when the sun was in Aries, the 

signs would appear in the evening sky in the progression commencing with Virgo. 
In this succession coming events were to be accomplished. In the earlier ages, when 
the year naturally began from the anniversary of the creations, at the junction of Leo 
and Virgo, Aries, the first sign of the patriarchal zodiac, arose in the evening twilight, 
beginning at once the day and the lear, the day with its evening, the year with its 
decline. As the night drew on, the amb as it bad been slain, but arising in power, 
was followed by the other signs proclaiming His glory, His kingdom, and His final 
victory. 

Always and every where the series of the f!igns bas begun with Aries, whether in 
Latium, in Egypt, in Arabia, India, or China. Some ancient nations began their year 
with this sign, but others, as the Chinese, from Aquarius, where the winter solstice took 
place about the time of the dispersion at Babel : even these, however, began the zodiac 
with Aries. 

Before the time of Moses the year of the Hebrews had begun, as the civil year of 
the Jews still begins, with the entrance of the sun into Virgo; it seems probable that 
originally the woman, as now figured in the Egyptian zodiac of Dendera, held the ear 
of com in one band, the palm-branch in the other; while as Albumazer records in the 
ancient spheres a, a woman, as the first Decan of Virgo, was figured nursing an infant. 
The Arabians figured Virgo herself holding the infant, but these may have been the 
Christian Arabs, as it is said the ancient Arabs admitted no figures, human or animal, 
but represented Virgo by a branch. 

It is not known how the ancient Hebrews figured the signs, except by the blessing of 
Jacob and that of Moses 4 ; but from these records it is evident that animal and even 
human forms were on the banners of Israel,-the Man that of Reuben, the Lion 
borne by Judah, the Bull by Joseph, the Eagle or the Basilisk by Dan. Balaam also 
evidently bad the Lion of Judah before h_is eyes .. Moses, speaking after the giv!ng of 
the second commandment, dwells on the Lton of Judah and the Bull of Joseph without 
disapprobation. It was, therefore, the worshipping of these "likenesses" that was 
forbidden. The Jews in after times, warned by the idolatry of theiJ9fo)l!fathers, are 
said to have abstained from making any" likenesses" whatsoever; and the early Arabs 
are said to have followed their example. In the temple of Solomon, besides the con­
secrated cherubic images, there were pomegranates 6 and flowers of lilies and palm-trees, 
but no animal likenesses, except the cherubic lions and oxen. There is here a proof 
that not the making the likeness, but the worshipping it was the sin. Israel bad been 
punished for desiring the golden calf to go before them, but Solomon was unblamed for 
forming the twelve oxen that upheld the molten seas. 

• Isa. xli. 23. ' Part II. p. 16 • 
. a Albumazer, who lived at the court of the Caliphs of Grenada early in the ninth century, in 

his description of the signs and their Decans, to which the annexed tables refer, concludes by 
saying that they bad come down to his time unaltered ; that they were known all over the 
world, and bad been the objects of long speculation, and that "many had attributed to them 
a divine and even a prophetic virtue." Unfortunately he perverts this " prophetic virtue" to the 
purposes of astrology. Part II. p. 16. 

• Part II. pp. 38-47. 
~ The Hebrew name of this fruit, Rimmon, may mean exaltation; that of the lily, joyfulness, 

rejoicing. 
& 1 Kings vii. 2 Chron. iii. 16 ; iv. 6. 
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• 

MAZZAROTH. 

CHAPTER I. 

THl!l power and majesty of the Creator have ever been admired in the starry 
heavens ; and still, as in the days of the inspired poet, in that firmament 
which showeth the works of His hands are the traces of His infinite wisdom 
sought out of all those who have pleasure therein ; but His glory has 
long ceased to be deciphered, where it was once clearly read, in those long 
misunderstood records of remote antiquity, the names and figures of the 
ancient constellations 1, as attributed to them beyond the memory of man, 
beyond the range of history. The first vague yet sublime impression with 
which all behold the splendid luminaries of the midnight sky is weakened, if 
not destroyed, when taught to associate with them the debasing legends 
of heathen mythology, or the trifling allusions 1 to the seasons of the re­
volving year and the habits of the beasts that perish. How has the poetry of 
heaven been lowered into the most miserable, the dullest prose ! How has that 
ignorance, which was bliss, been regretted, when exchanged for that wisdom 
of the world, which it may be a relief to find utter foolishness I 

Most incongruous are such associations with the great honour which has of 
late been put on astron01py, by an argument now urged from its recent dis­
coveries. That science is now appealed to in proof of the unity of God. By the 
universe of worlds obeying one law is indicated that all were originated by one 
mind, the work of one Creator : that law which brought the apple to the ground 
is found to rule the remotest stars, which, if scarcely discernible, are still 
ascertained to infiuence each other in obedience to the force of gravitation. · 

Geology, showing that the earth was once a molten mass, on which nothing 
that now lives on it could have existed, proves that there must be a Creator. 
Astronomy not only manifests the existence, but the unity, the omnipotence, 

1 These constellations are imaginary divisions of those stars which are seen in the north 
temperate zone. 

1 After the refutation of these supposed allusions, by the great astronomer Montncla, it might 
be superfluons to ezpose their absurdity, but that they arc still met with in popular lectures and 
elementary books for education. 
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14 MAZZAROTH. (PART 

the omnipresence of that Creator. If this mind-exalting study can be freed 
from desecrating incuii\Prances, over which many of its most gifted students 
have lamented, they will surely rejoice in its rescue. 

If a high, pure, and spiritualizing purpose can be shown to have suggested 
the invention of the names and symbols of ancient astronomy, will it not 
gladden all who love to contemplate the glory of God as made known in His 
magnificent creation P 

If we may connect with every constellation, and each remarkable star, some 
divine truth, some prophetic annunciation, how adequately grand becomes the 
contemplation, how congenial the interpretation 1 ! 

If there we find recorded some hope, some promise given to the first 
parents of mankind, to support them under the loss of innocence and of Eden, 
will not that memorial be equally precious even now, shining like the stars 
that bear it, with undiminished lustre, on us their remote descendants P So 
read, the " poetry of heaven" will become its Scripture, and its line once more 
go out to the ends of the earth, declaring the glory of God to every nation. 

Now that the hieroglyphics of Egypt are interpreted, and the characters of 
:Babylon and Assyria deciphered, should those far more ancient and more 
widely diffused, the primitive hieroglyphics of the whole human race, be 
neglected P Those, the great enigma of ages, transmitting far more important 
intelligence, shall they not seem worthy of investigation P The Egyptian, 
belonging to a peculiar people, in a most peculiar climate, numerous and 

• complex as they are, yield up their meaning lost for so many centuries. 
Those of the constellations, few and simple, formed from familiar objects and 
conveying ideas int~lligible to all, should they be left hopelessly obscured in 
the darkness that has gathered around them ? 

The sculptures of Assyria in their stern grandeur have great analogy with 
the leading symbols of astronomy, but have corlupted in imitating them. 
Still it may be seen whence they originated'. Those Egyptian hieroglyphics 
hithP.rto explained inform ns only of the names and conquests of a race of 
half-forgotten monarchs. The Assyrian inscriptions seem mostly of the same 
nature. Both, however, corroborate historical allusions in the Holy Scrip­
tures, thus warning unbelievers to respect what they cannot fathom, and 
encouraging believers to trust what they cannot as yet explain. 

A far higher purpose is latent in the names and emblems of ancient astro­
nomy : from them we may learn the all-important fact that God has spoken, 
that He gave to the earliest of mankind a revelation, equally important to the 
latest, even of those very truths afterwards written for the admonition of 
those " on whom the ends of the world" should come. Then, as now, the 

1 Part II. p. 4. , Part II. p. 61 , &c. 
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heaven-guided spirit in man sought to trace the glotj of the Creator in His 
works : then, as now, the best aid was found in His revelation. That there 
was a revelation is shown by the prophetic import of these names and emblems, 
even that revelation recorded in the book with which they correspond. 

Without the history of the fall of man we should not know by what types 
it had pleased God to foreshow his restoration. The seed of the woman in the 
ear of corn, the enemy in the serpent, might have been in vain set forth in 
the constellations, as unintelligible from their beginning as they became in 
the lapse of ages, and even now are when not viewed by the light of revelation. 
Without the figures of the sphere, "the record in heaven," that revelation 
had wanted the witness of its being coeval with the calamity whose remedy 
it declared. 

There are few who have not beard of the Twelve Signs of the Zodiac; but 
what they are is not always distinctly understood. It is sometimes imagined 
that the forms of a ram, bull, or lion may be traced among the stars : but 
none such can be recognized. Those stars said to belong to the Ram might 
as well be supposed to belong to the Bull or the Lion. Only one of the 
constellations has a definite figure: the Northern Crown is circular, resem­
bling a diadem. In all the others the names have no affinity with the natural 
position of the stars : they are what the inventors of astronomy thought fit to 
annex. They will be seen to convey prophecy 1, as regularly, as systematically 
arranged, as the stars to which they are applied are apparently irregularly 
scattered over the dome of heaven. There must doubtless be Divine wisdom 
in this apparent confusion, but as yet the science of man has failed to 
trace it. 

Abundant evidence exists that the explanation of these emblems by pro­
phecy is no new system, not a theory spun from raw materials, but a thread of 
gold, unravelled from an ancient and neglected but superb tissue, originating 
with the early patriarchs, in which, as in the embroidery of old, were inwoven 
the records they desired to transmit 1• 

These signs were known among all nations and in all ages. From the 
almost antediluvian chronologies of China, India, and Egypt, to the traditions 
of the recently discovered islands of the South Sea, traces of them are 
discerned, most clearly among the most ancient and earliest civilized nations. 
In the remains of Assyria they are recognized; in those of Egypt they are 
perfectly preserved; in those of Etruria and Mexico they are traceable. 

This wide diffusion indicates a common origin, both of the race of man and 
of the symbols of astronomy. The love of symbols bas been considered as 
natural to man; the creation amid which be is placed, as symbolical 3• Of this 

1 Part II. p. 4. 2 Part II. p. 32, &c. 3 Part II. p. 54. 
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16 M.AZZAROTH. (PART 

universal tendency the inventors of astronomy aeem to have availed tbeD18elves, 
rendering it subservient to man's spiritual education, by familiarizing to his 
mind the lofty truths of Divine revelation. 

The signs were in use before the corresponding prophecies were written, 
unless, as has been suppoaed by many authorities ancient and modem, 
the art of writing were invented by those to whom the origin of astronomy 
is attributed 1• Even then the two records were coeval. If Adam caused 
to be transmitted to his descendants, either by writing or by memory, the 
words of the first promise, the ideas of it were repeated in the emblems of 
the constellations. That promise announced that the seed of the woman was 
to come to bruise the serpent's head, and to be Himself bruised in the heel. 
He has come, He has received the predicted bruise.. The fulfilled part of the 
prediction is delineated in action in several of the starry emblems, as in Virgo, 
in Ophiuchus, in Capricomus : the unfulfilled in Leo, in Hercules, and in 
Aries. As the refl.ootion in the water doubles the evidence that the sun has 
risen, so the early existence of these emblems corroborates that of the recorded 
revelation. 

The most determined sceptic does not deny that a person claiming to be 
born of a woman without a human father, did come, and, dying on the cross, did 
both literally and figuratively receive the predicted wound in the heel. Nor can 
he deny, when looking on the ancient monuments of Egypt, that before his 
birth and crucifixion, the woman in the zodiac held the seed, the ear of com, 
and that the serpent was under the foot of the lion. Let him examine the 
sphere as now figured, supposed to have come to us from the ancient 
Chaldeans 2, and there he will see the prophecy even more strikingly portrayed, 
as in the figure of Ophiuchus conflicting with the serpent. How can that 
sceptic account for the existence of these emblems P How can they be 
explained but by the previous revelation with which they correspond P If 
future events are foretold with a decision and particularity beyond human 
sagacity, that Infinite Spirit who governs while He foresees, the Sovereign of 
the universe, has spoken. The father of mankind heard, repeated the message, 
and his descendants all and every where have transmitted the echo of that 
sound. He alone who is the First and will be the Last sees the end from the 
beginning : He alone enables man to describe it. 

The earliest positive evidence of the primeval existence of the signs is in the 
Chinese annals •, where it is said that the Emperor Yao, 2317 years before the 
Christian era, divided the twelve signs of the zodiac by the twenty-eight 
mansions of the moon' : but it is not said that be invented them. The Chinese 
national emblem of the dragon appears to be the dragon of the sphere, which 

1 Part II. p. 109. 2 Part II. p. 6, &c. ' Part II. p. 5. • Part II. p. 24. 
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was at that time the polar constellation, the brightest star in the dragon's 
head having been the pole-star in the antediluvian ages. ' 

. The Signs are next alluded to by the patriarch Jacob, who in his dying bless­
ing was held by the ancient Hebrews to have spoken of them as the appointed 
cognizances of his twelve sons, and as such they were borne on the standards 
of Israel in the wilderness 1• 

The Egyptians, on whose early monuments the signs are found, acknow­
ledged that they derived their astronomy from the Chaldeans. The 
Chaldeans attributed their science to Oannes, supposed to be Noah. The 
Arabs and Brahmins, among whom astronomy was early cultivated, seem 
to have derived it from Abraham, through Ishmael and the children of 
Keturah. The Greeks supposed their imperfect knowledge of the subject 
came through the Egyptians and the Chaldeans. The Romans are thought 
to have received through the Etrurians the names of the signs still in 
use among European nations 2• The Etrurians are considered to have derived 
them, with their other arts and sciences, from Assyria. The early Greek 
poet Hesiod is said to have made use of Assyrian records. He mentions some 
of the constellations by the names they now bear. 

Pythagoras taught in Greece what he learnt in Phamicia; but what he 
might know of the signs has not reached us. Other Greek philosophers, it is 
certain, were acquainted with them, as Cleostratus, who wrote on Aries and 
Sagittarius. A later Greek poet, .A.ratus, described the constellations such as 
we now have them, and by equivalent names. He gave neither history nor 
conjecture as to their date, their meaning, nor their origin. They were to him, 
as to us, of immemorial antiquity. Cicero, in translating from Aratus, says, 
"The signs are measured out, that in so many descriptions Divine wisdom 
might appear:" but he does not say in what manner. No attempt is made by 
any of these writers to explain the figures, or to assign any inventor to them. 
The fables annexed to them must have been known to Cicero, but he seems 
to have held them unworthy of notice. None of these earlier writers 
allude to any tradition concerning the meanings of the names and emblems 
of the constellations, nor as to where, when, or by whom they were 
originated. 

Soon after the time of Cicero these fables were collected by Hyginus, who 
characterizes them as little to be depended on. Still through his whole detail 
may be traced the tn¥Jition of a Son of the Supreme Deity, sometimes as the 
conqueror of the serpent, sometimes as tM suffering benefactor of the human 
race, dying by the serpent's venom. Often he is wholly divine and immortal, 
or is born of a human mother, dying on earth to live again in heaven ; some-

I Part II. P· 38. ' Part I. p. 6. 
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times as a divinity, sometimes as a constellation. If the unenlightened 
heathen thus still acknowledged among the starry heavens 11ome vestiges of 
ancient prophecy, shall Christians neglect to trace there the memorials of a 
revelation from the Divine Creator P 

Nonnus afterwards sought to account for the signs by the twelve labours of 
Hercules 1• No two authorities agreed as to what these twelve labours were, 
or in what order they were accomplished 1• A.t all times and in all places the 
order of the signs is invariable: they could not therefore have been borrowed 
from the labours, though these might have been, and probably were, borrowed 
from them. 

Before the Christian era, and for three centuries after it, no attempt was 
made to explain the meaning of these emblems : but as distance adds to 

indistinctness, antiquity stimulates imagination. The ancients on this point 
knew that they knew nothing ; but Macrobius, in the fourth century, fancied in 
them a possible suitability to the seasons of his age and country. He either 
overlooked or was ignorant of the astronomical fact of the precession of the 
equinoxes, by which, if they suited Italy at that time, they could not have 
been adapted to those Eastern climates and remote ages to which he attri­
butes their invention. He however says that not Leo alone, but all the signs 
have reference to the nature of the sun. Censorinus also asserted that all 
the constellations referred to the sun. The sun, as an appointed type of Him 
who was to come, the Light of the world, the Sun of righteousness, is indeed 
referred to in all the constellations ; for even in the female figures, typifying 
the Church, there is in the hand a branch, His well-known emblem; and those 
of the serpent, the enemy, are under the foot of figures representing Him. 

Though the signs are found nearly as we now have them on early 
Egyptian monuments, no Egyptian explanation of them has yet been dis­
covered; but from the various minor emblems accompanying them, it should 
seem the Egyptians themselves attached to them some meaning. It·has been 
thought that in Aquarius might be traced some allusion to the inundation of 
the Nile : but here again geology interposes. "When the summer solstice, 
and consequently the inundation, would have taken place in that sign, man 
did not exist ; after his creation, when these stars would be seen at night, 
at that season, could it be traced in a slender stream poured into the 
mouth of .a fish P If a symbolical meaning be given to one of these figures, 
the rest should be taken as equally significant : if one be interpreted of 
the seasons, so should the others. If one be taken as seen at midnight, 
so should the remainder. But it will be found that when any one of the 
signs is made to coincide with any particular season, there is seldom a 

I Nonnus lived about A.D. 400. • Part II. p. 88. 
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plausible explanation to be given of another, and never of all of them. If 
the Nile overflowed under Aquarius, the harvest of Egypt could not take 
place under Virgo, nor either equinox under Gemini, as has been sometimes 
supposed. Could these difficulties be overlooked, and the inundation be ima­
gined to be figured where the Egyptians have not traced .it, would it not remain 
to be told why events which · every returning year brought in due succession 
should need to be typified among the stars of heaven P Has it been usual to 
institute memorials of what <iannot be forgotten, or to take precautions 
against overlooking what is present to the senses P 

Some record of the past, some admonition addressed to the future, has ever 
been the purpose of such aids to memory. Some such origin might therefore 
have been looked for in these names and emblems, even if to it they had not 
borne internal testimony. Invariably connected with the most striking, the 
most sublime appearances in the visible creation, seen in all climates, accom­
panying the wandering tribes of man in all their migrationa, the only un­
changing, the only fixed among the objects of his senses,-should we not 
expect to :find among the names and figures annexed to the stars some memo­
rial of great and universal importance to the whole human race P Guided 
by the inspired writer, should we not confidently look up to the starry heavens, 
expecting to trace in the names and symbols universally and from all antiquity 
associated with them, some signification that shall verily be found to declare 
the glory of God P 

NOTE. 

Like others of the sceptic achool, Volney reports every where in antiquity the exiatence of the 
tradition of the expected conqueror of the serpent, a divine person, born of a woman, who was to 
come ; and sees this tradition reflected in the constellations, but why it shoUld be there he does 
not say. He inclines to think the constellations referred to the seasons, but as to what the 
serpent could have to do with those seasons, he offers no conjecture ; the only point on which he 
is very decided is that the seed· bearing woman of the sodiac figured the harvest. That the 
harvests in different countries are at different times he overlook!, and also that in the same 
country the lapse of ages would transfer the time of harvest from one sign to another. When 
the summer solstice was in Leo, or even in Cancer, Egypt was under water in Virgo. The Nile, 
says ~erodotus, rises for a hundred days, and sinks for a hundred more. During those days 
there could be no harvest. It is only in modem times and more northerly climates that the time 
of harvest is while the sun is among the stars of Virgo. In Egypt and Palestine, in the time of 
Moses, the com was in the ear at the time of the passover, at the vernal equinox, then just 
entering Aries. There was then some other reuon than that of the harvest for the figure of the 
woman bearing the ear of corn, even that it set forth the prophecy of the seed of the woman 
who should come to bruise the serpent's head. 

Volney seems also to have traced some idea of analogy between the sun and the expected 
conqueror of the serpent; but the sun is nol the enemy of serpents, they are fostered by his 
rsys. The true analogy he did not perceive; the sun comes, enlightens, blesses, goes away, but 
surely comes again. Thus the sun of this world daily teaches, daily prophesies of the Sun of 
righteousness, arising with healing on his wings, setting as it were for a while, but surely to return 
in the glory of morning to renew the face of earth. 

D2 
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transcending miracle they appear to have consecrated the splendotirs of the 
starry heavens. To the glory of Jehovah Sabaoth, the Lord of Hosts, of 
those multitudes of multitudes, the countless myriads of far-spreading orbs of 
light, have they dedicated the magnificent system of sacred hieroglyphics, 
arranged to His praise in connexion with " the stars of light." 

A remarkable testimony that then and with these inventors astronomy 
originated is extant and accessible. It is that of the learned Jew Josephus, 
who, living at the time of the destruction of the Temple by Titus, refers for 
his authorities to ancient writers whose names alone remain to us. He 
attributes the invention of the science to "the family of Seth the son of 
Adam," when, the life of man then extending to near a thousand years, they 
were enabled to ascertain from actual · observation the return of the heavenly 
bodies to the same positions in cycles and periods, which in after ages it has 
required the labour of successive generations to verify. 

Adam, divinely led to give names to what he saw, must have had such for 
the sun and moon, and probably for the planets t, whose movements would 
attract his notice. Those celestial splendours shone in the far-off and in­
accessible heaven, the abode or the path to the abode of his Creator and 
Redeemer, whence Divine instruction and yet more Divine mercy had de­
scended upon him. Thither his eyes would reverently and most habitually 
turn: the starry world on high would be, if not the first, the most absorbing 
object of his contemplation ; and astronomy would naturally be, as tradition 
declares, the earliest study, the first science of mankind. Seth, the son of his 
consolation and heir of his promises, the traditional father of astronomy, is 
said to have commenced its arrangement with that of the twelve signs. To 
Seth is also attributed the great period of the relative positions of sun and 
moon, the cycle of six hundred years, by modem computation found so won­
derfully exact. In this no use is made of the fixed stars beyond the zodiac. 

Enoch, his descendant, with whom he was long cotempora.ry, is said by 
tradition to have given names to the stars : the further development of pro­
phecy that appears among the constellations annexed to the signs, above and 
below them, may then be referred to him 1• "The family of Seth" thus devised, 
carried on, and completed this great work, which remains to us an unchanged 
memorial of their piety, their intellect, and the revelation which they were 
endeavouring to perpetuate. 

To the conclusion that at such a time, and under such circumstances, 
astronomy must have been invented, many learned men, after long investi­
gation, have come at last. This result of their researches will be found to be 
confirmed by the book of Genesis and the other records of the Mosaic 

1 Part II., Table of Sun, Moon, and Planets. • Part II., Table, pp. 4. 34. 
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ape..iion ; the high antiquity of which is acknowledged to be far anterior 
to that ol any other writings, by all persons competent to the investigation, or 
capable or appreciating the proofs by which it is established. 

Theae boob, eo confessedly ancient, and eo abounding with internal marks 
ol proceeding from the same Divine Power which formed the host of heaven~ 
eontain many utronomiqal allusions. Some of these are evident even in 
tranalations 1 ; but many more are recognized by the ancient Jewish com­
meniaton, and are manifest to the careful student of the Hebrew Scriptures. 

Theae allusions not only tend to corroborate the account of the antediluvian 
origin of astronomy, but appear to imply the co-existence of emblems and 
uamea with which those at present in use retain a remarkable agreement, and 
not only eo, but indicate their meaning and design. 

In the beginning of Genesis it is declared that " God made lights in the 
firmament of heaven, to divide between the day and the night, and to be for 
~~.and lor seasons•, and for days, and for years." It is not said that on 
the f'onrth day God created them, but that He made them appear as lights in 
the firmament, where previously vapours might have obscured their orbs. 
The word " signs" ahonld lead us to ask, what do they signify? The 
primitive word Othath 4, rendered rigm in Gen. i. 14, and mark in Gen. 
iv. 1.5, is something that testifies, foreshows. Their prophetic import may 
thu be seen, aa implied in their name from the beginning. These rigm in 
the firmament of heaven may then be expected to teach, to instruct, to fore­
ahow. If these emblems, the signs of the zodiac and other constellations, are 
calculated to set forth important truths fitted to rule the hopes of man as well 
aa the computation of his earthly time, this declaration seems to authorize the 
conclusion, that the patriarchs, desiring to act according to the mind and will 
o{ God, eo devoted them to show forth His glory. If the inventors of 
astronomy were indeed acquainted with truths of the utmost importance to 
the whole human race, might they not wisely desire to counect the remem­
brance of them with those memorials, those signs, by which they measured the 
path of the IJUD in the heavens, thus with the observations of earthly time 
auociating the revealed glories of eternity beyond? They, whose accurate 
knowledge of the movements of the celestial orbs still astonishes posterity, 

I Job ill:. 9; and urriii. 31, 32. 
2 Jer. x. 2: "Be ye not dii!Dayed at the lifl'l8 of heaven, for the heathen are dismayed at 

them," unduly Yenerating, being influenced by them. There appears here an allusion to the 
ldolatrout ue of them. The l!anle word is rendered token, as applied to the rainbow (Gen. 
b:. 12) ; aod by it Korah and hit company are eaid to be a lign unto the children of Israel. 
Again, it is eaid of the lighte of heaven, that they were to rule the day and the night. 

• The original word means" periods," having no reference to summer, winter, &c. 
' Like our word "oath,'' evidently derin.>d from it. 
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might well desire to annex the message of everlasting mercy with which they 
had been entrusted, to the only visible works of creation that at 'all times and 
in all places present the same aspect of unalterable splendour. Adam, 
to whom the first revelation was made; Seth, in whose time it was begun to · 
proclaim 1 the name of the Lord ; and Enoch, walking with God, who pro­
phesied of His final victory, might well be led to ttxpress the promises and 
predictions they had received in the very figures, and even words, constantly 
recurring in the written records of the subsequent revelations to patriarch 
and prophet, from the dying Jacob, who spake of the Lion of Judah, to him 
who saw the Lamb, the light thereof, in the holy city ?f the Apocalypse. 

From the beginning of Genesis to the end of the Revelation, as through 
the whole sphere of the starry heavens, the enemy is represented in the 
serpent, the Messiah in the seed, the lion, and the lamb. Every where He 
goes forth triumphant ; yet every where He is seen, the Bruised, the Pierced, 
the Lamb as it had been slain 2• 

If the words of that first revelation, as recorded in Scripture, do not convey 
the full disclosure of the work of redemption as indicated in these emblems, 
yet it is not said that such further light was withheld. The rite of sacrifice, 
showing forth the Lord's death till His first coming, was with them, and the 
faith of Abel, which applied it. To Enoch had been foreshown the coming of 
the Lord to judgment. If they were uncertain of the time of " the sufferings 
of Christ," as we are of "the glory that should follow," still they knew, for 
they have prefigured, that He should come, should suffer, and should reign. 

It might be expected from such an origin, from inventors so circumstanced, 
that the promised Redeemer, His actions, His enemy, and His people, would 
be the subject of every emblem annexed to the constellations visible in the 
north temperate zone, the primitive habitation of mankind. It would seem 
improbable that any reference less high, less holy, should be mingled with 
those of such surpassing interest. 

Should the tradition of the Divine yet woman-hom Conqueror of the 
serpent, crushing His foe, but suffering from its venom, be met with among all 
nations, it is only what might have been anticipated among the descendants of 
one common father. From the Grecian Hercules, half human and half divine, 
subduing the hydra and dying from its poison; from the Indian incarnation of 
the Divinity, the virgin-hom Krishna, slaying a serpent and wounded by it in 
the heel, to the serpent-worship of Mexico, and that of the woman-bom and 
unfathered deity Mexitli, this image is every where present,..pointing to one 
origin of the tradition and of the race. 

I The word is eo rendered in Exod. xxxiv. 6, 6. 
2 Gen. iii. 16; xlli. 10. Isa. xxxii. 1 ; Jiii. 4. Rev. v. 6; xix. 16. 
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Though by some it has been suggested 1 that these mythological tales were 
derived from the constellations, yet it has not by them been even conjectured 
why the constellations should have been so designated as to give rise to these 
stories. ~ however, they were so named to record the revelation made to 
the first fathers of mankind, their connexion with the mythologies of the 
nations is explained. 

The only evidence as to their origin, as found in the still existing records 
of ancient tradition, attributes it to "the family of Seth." As no conflicting 
evidence exists, may it not be received as conclusive P May we not confidently 
speak of Adam, to whom the promise of the Redeemer was made, Seth, who 
calculated so precisely the movements of the great luminaries of day and night 
in the zodiac, and Enoch •, said to have named the stars after "the Righteous 
upon the earth," the incarnate Saviour, as the authors and originators of the 
emblems of astronomy P 

t Dupuis and the writers of his school have done much to establish the facts that confute their 
inferences. Dupuis himself has collected ancient authorities abundantly proving that in all 
nations the tradition had always prevailed, of a Divine person, born of a woman, BUffering in the 
conflict with a serpent, but triumphing over him at last. This tradition he finds reflected in the 
emblems of the ancient constellations. He seems to take it for granted, that because the stars 
themselves existed before the tradition, that therefore the emblelDS annexed to them abo 
preceded it. Who, then, annexed those ideas to the stars, which certainly do not suggest them ? 
When and why did such an annexation occur to the mind of man ? These questions he does not 
anticipate, and assuredly he does not answer. He calls his attack on revelation "L'Origine des 
Cultes," "The Origin of Religions," which he would find in the constellations. The defence 
shows that the first religion was the origin of the emblems of the constellations. 

It should be borne in mind that these constellations are not natural groups of stars, but 
arbitrary connexions of varions stars by means of imaginary figures, sometimes so interwoven 
with each other as to be inseparable by the unaccustomed eye. This is particularly observable in 
the figures of the serpent, of which Sir J. Herschell complains, that " the heavens are scribbled 
over with interminable snakes.'' Even so are intertwined the wiles of the enemy with the conrse 
and history of redemption. 

1 Part II. p. 34. 
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"Canst thou bring forth Mazzaroth in his season ?"-Joa .uxili. 32. 

SECOND PART. 

EXPLANATION OF THE TABLES. 

THE apparent places and movements of the sun, moon, and planets have always been 
described by their relation to the fixed stars. From time immemorial these fixed stars 
have been distinguished into constellations, called by the names of various earthly 
objects. Few of these constellations appear to the eye as distinct groups, and still 
fewer have any similitude in form to the things after which they are named. Twelve of 
these, through which the sun, moon, and planets appear to move, have every where and 
always been named after the aame, or nearly the same, objects. These names have 
varied according to the dialects of the nations, but are to be traced to the same ideas. 
Those transmitted by the Hebrews • may be taken as the most ancient. From these 
the Arabic and Syriac little differ. The Coptic t have been thought to preserve the 
ancient Egyptian; the Greek t, to have been translated from the Egyptian; the Latin §, 
to have been derived from the Etruscans. The arts and sciences of Etruria being 
supposed to have come from Assyria, will account for Semitic roots being found in 
the Latin names. ' 

The other thirty-six constellations, called decans, apparently of equal antiquity, 
comprise the rest of the stars known to the north temperate zone. These have varied 
more in their names and figures : but Semitic roots appear in the names ; and the 
figures, like those of the signs, will be found used as types by the Hebrew prophets. 

The previously unknown stars of the southern hemisphere have been observed since 
the passage to India by the Cape. Tradition had said that the south polar constella­
tion was in the shape of a cross 11. So it had been seen in the early ages, and so it was 
called by those who again beheld it. By the preceuion of the equinoxes it had 

* See Hyde, Relig. Vet. Pen.; Galfarelli, Curios. Liter., &c. 
t Montucla, Aatro. Ancien. ; Ulugh Beigh, &c. 
l Plato in Cratylus. § Modern writers on Etruria, Humboldt (Cosmos). 
U But. Rab. Lex. ; Com. on Dent. ; Abeo Ezra, &c. 

B 
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clilappeared from light in the north temperate zone about the time of the Chrilllia 
era • ; but the memory of it sunind among the nations. Subaequeutly au ~ 
utronomer, cotemporary with Newton, but not consulting him, applied to .tara. wlaele 
relatioo to the ancieut conetellatione wu not recognized, names and figures uueriy • 
coogruoae with thOM already existing. With these modem interpolationa thia esamju.. 

tioD of the ancient utronomical record. bu no connn:ion. 
The annexed tablee are intended to ebow that the meaninge attn"buted to the aocieet 

names of the signa, coneteUations, ud etan, are really to be found in them,. the JIIVOf' 
being 1011ght in the uae of tbOM worde or their rootl in the Hebrew Scrip~ and 
other Oriental dialecte. 

The Hebraist will find the roote in the margin of the right-band column, and iD the 
textl referred to, with occasional allowance for clliferences in the division• or the 
English venion. The English reader will find the meaninge here auigned to the 
namee in the corresponding textl to which reference• are given. 

In the left-band column eome of the Scripture propheciee are pointed out with which 
the names and emblems, u here explained, correspond t. The propheciea frequently 
containing the very worde transmitted 81 the names, an 81teriak indicate• where they 
do 10. 

The tablee are also intended to ahow the marks of deeign in the arrangement -d 
correspondence of the names and figures, and the adaptation of the decans to the signs. 
81 developing the leading ideas of those aigns which they accompany. Those ide- are 
here shown to be expresaed in varioua prophecies of the Holy Scriptures. 

By Plato we are informed that Solon made an investigation, apparently on scientific 
and theological subjects, into the power of names, and found that the Egyptians, froiD 
whom the Greeks derived them, had transferred them from "barbarian" dialects into 
their own language. According to ancient authorities, the Egyptians had learnt their 
astronomy from the Cbaldeans. The meaning of the namea of 81tronomy transmitted 
by the Greeks should therefore be sought in the dialect of those from whom the 
Egyptians received the science. In the Cbaldee contained in the Hebrew Scripture• 
it may be seen that every Chaldee word ia explicable by the cognate Hebrew root, to 
which, therefore, those names are here referred. The early Arabic is thus equally 
intelligible. The refinements of modem Arabic have scarcely at all aft'ected the names 
of ancient astronomy. Its descriptive epithets used 81 synonymea, and ita melodioua 
profusion of inserted vowels, ornament and may a little obscure the original idea, but 
do not alter the sense. 

The writera or the Scriptural annunciations of the prophecies bad the same divine 
truths communicated to them as had been revealed to Adam, Abel, Seth, and Enoch. 
They have delivered them, speaking as they were moved by the Holy Spirit. Those 
who invented the emblems seem to have desired to perpetuate symbolically the 
unwritten revelation made to that earliest race. The agreement of the results of the 
two modes or transmission, the wriiten and the emblematic, will here be seen. In 
some instances it may appear intentional, in others incidental to the unity of the 
eubject. That subject, the great theme of prophecy in all ages, was in both the seed of 
the woman ·who should bruise the serpent's bead, the Lamb of God, slain from the 
foundation of the world, and returning in glory to triumph and to reign. 

The prophecies were given of God : the words in which the prophets expressed them 

*Cosmos. 
t The names in USe in Arab·astronomy may have belonged to the primitive language, as it is 

eaid that AI was originally the Hebrew article. (See Moses Stuart's Grammar.) 
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were of the Holy Spirit. The names and emblems of astronomy, intended to convey 
those divine truths, were of man, the efforts of human intellect to aid in extending 
and perpetuating the knowledge of those prophecies at first orally communicated. 

The names are here explained on the supposition that the first language was given 
by the Creator to the first man, conveying ideas to the mind by sounds, as impressions 
of form and colour are conveyed by sight. In all languages these sounds are traceable, 
conveying the same ideas. In the dialects of the most ancient and earliest civilized 
nations they are the most recognizable : in those of the most barbarous the most 
obscured. This primitive language appears to bave been spoken by Noah, from the 
names given by him to his sons. In the confusion of the lip at Babel, pronunciation, 
not words or roots, were altered. This may be inferred from the presence of Hebrew 
roots in the dialects of all nations. 

The simple and consistent explanation• obtained in this manner often widely differ 
from those derh•ed in other ways. Plato* long ago observed that all things possess 
some quality which is the proper reason of their appellations, and that those names 
which express things as they exist are the true names. The qualitiea from whence the 
things figured in the constellations were named made them suitable types of higher 
objects in which these qualities, though in a subordinate degree, were also to be found. 
So the innocence of the lamb suited with the holiness of the Saviour; so the force of 
the lion, His all-subduing power. But these, though increasing the beauty of the type, 
do not expreBB the leading ideas as contained in the original names. Taleh, the lamb, 
is the sent forth, as the lamb from its mother, as He who is our passover from God. 
Sbur, the bull, from his strength ; Thaumim, the twins, from their unitedness; Sartan, 
the crab or beetle, from its fast holding; Arieh, the lion, from rending the prey ; 
Bethulah, the offspring, as daughter or branch ; Mozanaim, the scales, encompassing 
as in weighing; Akrab, the scorpion, wounding him that cometh; Kesitb, the archer 
sending forth the arrow; Gedi, the cut off, the slain victim; Deli, the pouring fo,rth 
of water; Dagim, the fish, as multitudes: these are all names that meet Plato's re­
quirement. 

* In Cratylua. 
Non.-The names with AI prefixed in use in Arabic aatrenomy are now used merely as 

proper names, their meaning being lost. They may be held to belong to the primitive language. 
Al is supposed by Stuart, &c., to have been the original Hebrew article. 

Asterisks in the first column mark where the word existing aa the name OCCU1'8 in the Hebrew 
prophecy where the figure is used. 

The Hebrew characters are here given without points, for the sake of clearness, as in the titles, 
&c., of pointed Hebrew Bibles. Two-lettered roots have been used as often as might be, partly 
because Rawlinson and Layard, and some Egyptologera explain their langnages chiefly by them, 
and partly because some lexicographers prefer them where admissible. Three-lettered roots, 
made by tHZV inserted, add the idea of duration ; by At poatfi.ted, add the idea of existence ; 
doubling the last radical adds that of intensity. In Arabic two-lettered ·roots become three­
lettered by te•Adid, in Hebrew two-lettered roots remain, prebably belonging to the primitive 
language, which many now believe to have been only a 1888 oopioua Hebrew. 
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4 l'ROPHECIES OF THE MESSIAH. (PABT 

~rnp!JtritB nf t!rt 1llt1ndn~, 
HIS PEOPLE AND HIS ENEMY, 

CORRESPONDING WITH THE THIRTY-SIX DECANS OR CONSTELLA­
TIONS ACCOMPANYING THE SIGNS. 

Slgru. 

ABIBB, 
The lamb as it 
had been slain. 
Rev. 6. 8. 

TAURUS, 
The bull, once 
a sacrifice, now 
ruling. 

G&MINI, 
The Messiah 
uniting the Di­
vine and human 
nature. 

CANCER., 
The poaaession, 
the reward of his 
sufferings. 

LBO, 
The Lion of 
Judah punish­
ing the enemy. 

VIRGO, 
The woman with 
the branch. 

LIBRA, 
The scales of re­
deeming. 

BcoaPTo, 
The conflict of 
the Messiah. 

8AGITTAB.IU!I, 
The sending forth 
of the Gospel. 

CAPB.ICOB.NUB, 
The slaying of 
the victim. 

AQUAB.IU8, 
Theponringforth 
of spiritual bleBS­
ings. 

PISCES, 
The multitudes 
of the redeemed. 

Cassiopeia, the Church eet free, railed, enthroned. 1 Sam. r 
ii. 8. ba. lx. ; lxii. l 

Cetus, the serpent bound. laa. :avii. 1. 
Peneus, the Deli"ferer, breaking the bonda af the aftlicted 

Church. Mic. ii. 13. 

Orion, the coming of Him mighty to &a"fe. Iaa. lxiii. 1. 
Eridanus, the river; converted nations under the type of water. 
Anriga, the Good Shepherd and his redeemed flock. John f 

x. 11, 14. l 
Lepus, the enemy under his f-. Pa. viii. 8. 
Sirius, He that cometh, as the Prince. laa. ix. 6. 
Procyon, He that cometh, as the Redeemer. 

Ursa Minor, the leaaer sheepfold, the Church before the first 
coming of Christ. 

Ursa Major, the greater sheepfold, the Church after the first 
coming of Christ. 

Argo, the company of travellers to the hea"tenly Canaan. 
Hydra, the serpent, the enemy. Re"f. u. 2. 
Crater, the cup of the wrath of God resting upon him. 
Conus, the bird of prey feeding on his flesh. 

Coma, the desired, the infant held by the woman; the seed. 
The Centaur, the King Messiah offering himself as a sacrifice. 

John x. 18. 
Bootes, the coming of the Branch as the guardian of the ftock. 

The Cross, the finishing of the work of redemption. John 
xix.OO. { 

The Victim, of the aacrifioe. 
The Crown, of his glory. Ps. viii. 6; CliXxii. 18. 
The Serpent, the enemy with which he contends. Heb. •. 7. 
Ophiuchus, tbe Desired, holding the serpent, his foot on the 

head of the Scorpion. 
Hercules, he who bruises, his foot over the head of the 

Dragon. Ps. xci. 13. 

Lyra, the eagle holding the harp; the triumph. Mark{ 
xili. 26. 

Ara, the altar of the completed sacrifioe. Ps. xliii. 4. 
Draco, the enemy who is to be trodden under foot. 

Pr..Jictioou 
off•~l..ntl. 

He.. 21. 9. 
Rev.t9. r.s. 
Rev. 20. 2. 

laa. 64. 11. 

He.. 19. 
Ezek. 47. 
Isa. 40. 11. 
Ezek.S4.23. 
1Cor. 16. 27. 
Dan.9. 25. 
lsa. 69. 210. 

Jer. 23. 3. 

Ezek.36.3:-. 
.John 10. 16. 

lea. 27. 1. 
Ps. 75. s. 
Rev. 19. 17. 

Isa. 9. 6. 

Matt.20.28. 
John 10.14. 

Dan. 9. 24. 
Dan. 9. 26. 
Gen. 22. 8. 
Rev. 19. 12. 

Gen. 3. 15. 

Hag. 2. 7. 

Gen. 3. 15. 

Matt.16. 27. 
Rev.l9. 15. 
Heb. l3.IO. 
Ps. 91. 13. 

Sagitta, the arrow of slaying. Ps. xuviii. 2. 
Aquila, the falling eagle; his dying. 
Delphinus, the pouring out of his soul unto death. 

} Isa. 53. 

The Southern Fish, the Church drinking in the water of life. 
Pegasus, the winged horae, going to return again. Zech. 

vi. 7. Rev. xix. ll. 
Cygnus, the swan, the bird of paasage who goes and comes 

again. 

The Band, uniting the Church before and after the first 
coming of the Lord. 

Cepheus, the branch, crowned King. Rev. J:iv. 14. 
Andromeda, the Church released by the Deliverer, who{ 

breaks the bonds of death. 

John4. H . 

John 14.3. 

Acts 1. n. 

John 10.16. 
Jer. 23. s. 
lsa. 61. 1. 
Rev. 20. s. 
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AUTHORITIES FOR THE ANTIQUITY OF THE SIGNS Oli' 

THE ZODIAC, THEIR NAMES AND FORMS. 

Greek Zodiakos {a ~y having ' 1f!P' • • 
' ' havmg. 

Zodion, a sign, or 1tep of the way. 

Hebrew, Mazzaloth, the zodiac. 2 Kings Dill. 6. 
Arabic, Mazaloth, the zodiac. Arab. sense, descending. 

gone, pDCtl 
hatJing 

march{ 

flowing 

Sanscrit, Sodi, as Zodiac, way ; Mandalam, as Mazaloth, z changed 
for d. 

Ttl:ll Wllwt 
th~word or it1 
root 11 uud ifl 
thil ,,,. lfl 
tJu Htbr.w 
Blblt. 

2Sa.6. H. 
Job 30. 16. 
Hab. 3. 12. 
Ps. 68. 7. 
Jer. 18. 14, 

Htbr.w 
ruoU. 

'm 

If the correspondence between the meanings of the names of the antediluvian patriarchs with 
those of the signs be intentional, it affords the earliest evidence of the antiquity of those figures. 
Surely such a coincidence in such unbroken series cannot be esteemed the work of chance. 
The co-existence of the ~gns is to be inferred from the widely diffused ancient tradition that 
astronomy was invented by the first fathers of mankind, from the date assigned to it by modem 
astronomers, and from the allowed fact that the science was never known to exist nnaccom­
panied by these figures. The e.vidence next in antiquity is that of the Chinese records t. 
Modem algebraists confirm these, while they dispute those of India. From those records t we 
learn that a wintel' solstice had been observed in 18• Aquarius 2342 B. c.; also, that a remark­
able conjunction of the four planets, Saturn, Jupiter, Venus, and Mercury, with the moon in 
Pisces, when the sun was in 20° Aquarius, was observed in China. This conjunction is said by 
modem astronomers to have taken place 2012 B.C. These records were bronght to Europe by 
the learned Jesuit missionaries who vi~ited China in the seventeenth century. The Chinese 
emperor Yao is there said to have divided the twelve signs by the twenty-eight Mansions of the 
Moon, but is not said to have invented any of them. An eclipse is there correctly recorded as 
early as the time of Abraham. 

Chaldean astronomies! observations for 1900 years back were found, reaching to much the 
aame time as those of the Chinese, at Babylon, when taken by Alexander§. To the Chaldeans 
ancient writers attribute the division of the zodiac, as well as the introduction of astronomy into 
Egypt. That line of the family of Noah of which Abraham came would be Chaldean. That 
" the traditions of the Chaldean astronomy seem the fragments of a mighty system fallen into 
ruin," bas been observed by Sir W. Drummond. 

Astronomy is found highly cultivated in Egypt in the very earliest times of its history. 
Ptolemy recorda, on the faith of Thebaic astronomers, the heliscsl rising of Sirius on the fourth 
day after the summer aolstioo, 2260 B.c. Nouet, a French astronomer, infers that the Egyptian 
astronomy must have arisen 5400 B. c. This date accorda with the assertion of Josephus, that 
astronomy originated with the family of Beth, and with the traditions of the ancient Persians and 
Arabs, attributing its invention to Adam, ~th, and Enoch. In the notes to Gill's Commentary 
on Genesis will be found the names of ancient writers, Jewish, Persian, and Arabic, by whom 
these traditions have been transmitted. 

Hamilton, in his ...Egyptiaca, remarks the mdeneas and imperfection of the mechauical instru-

* Those who derive zodiac from Zao, to live, as composed of living creatures, instead of from 
the primitive root Zoad, way, going on by steps, not only overlook the balance in Libra, but the 
vase for Aquarius, and the bow for Sagittarius, of the Eastern nations. 

t Nicholl's Outlines of Astronomy. 
t Martini, Hist. Bini. 
§ Sextus Empiricus, &c. Bee Montucla. 
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6 AUTHORITIES FOR THE . ANTIQUITY 

ments of .the Egyptians. He ub, How was this compatible with their lmowledge of the 
sublimer sciences? It may be suggested in reply, that they would derive their lmowledge of 
astronomy &om Noah, of the line of Seth, while the workers in metals, the mecbaniriMs, the 
children of Cain, bad perished in the deluge. Joaepbus not only transmits the traditions of his 
Hebrew Mcestors, but also refers for corroboration to eight Mcient writers of other nations 
whote works are totally lost, as well as to others of whom some fragments remain. These an.· 
he says, asserted that they of the first world lived a thousand years ; also, that " God gave the 
antediluvians aucb long life, that they might perfect those things which they bad invented 
in astronomy." As the great year or period of 600 years. This period bas been enmined .Md 
verified by the celebrated French mathematiriM Cassini, who gives it as his opinion that 
nothing but the observation of a life of that duration conld have sufficed to its discovery. From 
Noah the Egyptians and the Chinese would derive their early scientific lmowledge, as wonld 
tbote others of his descend8Dta who are found to possess it. Montucla, another well-lmown 
mathematiriM and astronomer, attributes the origin of astronomy to the antediluvians. Cassini 
thus commences his History of Astronomy : " It is impossible to doabt that astronomy was 
invented from the beginning of the world : history, profane as well as sacred, testifies to this 
truth.'' He refers to Philo for the assertion that "Terah, the father of Abraham, who lived more 
than a hundred years with Noah, bad much studied astronomy, and tallgbt it to Abraham," who 
is said by Josephus to have tanght it to the Egyptians. That people, however, bad probably 
from their ancestor Noah the same lmowledge of it which Sir Wm. Jones considers all the early 
nations possessed. Abraham may have added the superior science which all antiquity attributes 
to the Cbaldeans. Bailly and others have asserted that astronomy must have been invented 
when the summer solstice was in the first degree of Virgo, and that the solar and lunar zodiacs 
were of a similar antiquity. This would have been about 4000 years before the Christian era. 
They suppose this science to have originated with an ancient and highly civilized people, who 
lived at that time in about lat. 40°, and that they were swept away by some sudden destruction, 
leaving, however, traces of their lmowledge behind them. This people may have been the ante­
diluvians, and their destruction the 1lood. Bailly attributes the invention of both zodiacs to 
Hermes. Hermes is said by Manetbo to be antediluvian. 

Equally ancient authority may be derived from the book of Job, in which is found Mazzaroth, 
the constellations (the twelve signs according to the margin of the English Bible), with names of 
stars still to be traced among those now in use. J obab, in Gen. x. 29, third in descent from Eber, 
is by some supposed to be Job, living before the time of Abraham, who was the sixth from 
their common ancestor. If so, the call of Abraham being about 1980 B.c., the time of Job would 
not be later than 2000 B. c., approaching to that of the Chinese and Babylonish records. 
The book of Job speaks of Ash, the assembled, still to be traced in Ursa llajor; Chima, the 
accnmulated, mentioned by Aben Ezra; and Chesil, the bound, at the foot of Orion. The voice 
&om heaven superadded Mazzaroth, the separated, set apart, divided, as the signs in the circle 
of the zodiac, the constellations in the starry heavens. 

The English Version, Septuagint, and Vulgate thus render these words :-

JoB ix. 9. JoB xxxviii. 31, 32. 

He~. E.V. Sept. Vulg. He~. E.V. Sept. Vulg. 
Ash, Arcturus, Pleiades, Arcturus. Chima, Pleiades, Pleiades, Pleiades. 
Chima, Pleiades, Arcturus, Hyades. Chesil, Orion, Orion, Arcturus. 
Chesil, Orion, Hesperus, Orion. Ash, Arcturus, Hesperus, Vesperus. 

Mazzaroth, Mazzaroth, Mazzaroth, Lucifer. 

Hadri Teman, the chambers of the south, chap. ii:., seems equivalent to Mazzaroth, chap. 
xxxviii. The ancient translations, as if by tradition, refer all these names to stars, but seem 
quite uncertain as to what stars they mean. The English version follows sometimes the one, 
sometimes the other, sometimes neither. 

If, as some have thought, the book of Job was brought by Moses &om the land of Midian, it 
must have been Job's own relation of his trials, either left by him in writing, or orally trans• 
mitted as other ancient poems have been. As it contains prophecies of the coming Redeemer, 
it must have been composed under the influence of the Holy Spirit. Moses is supposed to have 
prefixed the two first chapters and added the last. The difference in the style of those three 
chapters from the rest, and its likeness to that of the narrative parts of the Pentateuch, bas been 
pointed out. The highly poetical style of the intermediate part of the book of Job does not 
resemble that of the sublime and imaginative song of Moses. The difference may be perceived 
even in translations, much more in the originals. 

Whatever age is assigned to the book, it will be seen that these names are mentioned as of 
familiar objects, great works of God, which He alone can bring forth in their season. They were 
from of old, ancient even when spoken of in this most ancient record. 

Sir W. Drummond writes in 1824 : "The fact is certain, that at some remote period there 
were mathematici8Ds and astronomers who knew that the sun is in the centre of our system, and 
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that the earth, itaelf a planet, revolves round it," &c. He refers to· his Essay on the Science of 
t.he Egyptians and Chaldeans for his authorities. He also says : " Origen tells us that it was 
asserted in the book of Enoch, that in the time of that patriarch the constellations were already 
named and divided." Origen is thought to allude to a book of Enoch, not that now known as 
such. 

E1 Macinus, Abulfaragiua, and other Arabic writer& call Enoch Edris, or the glorious, saying 
he was skilled in astronomy and other eciences, and that he was the same with Hermes Triame­
gistus. The Jews (as in the Targum of Jonathan) call him the great scribe, and say that he was 
the first who composed books of astronomy. So Eupolemua, who says he was the first inventor 
of astrology, and not the Egyptians. 

Ricciolus thought the ancient Arab names of stars and constellations were antediluvian. 
Albumazer refers for the ancient Persian sphere to the two Hermes and Aacaliua. Hermes, 

meaning great, Aacalius, the skilful, are probably only epithets : and on the Arab authority, 
Enoch may be meant by " the first Hermes" to whom ancient writers so often attribute the 
origin of human science. 

Albumazer, describing Vugo, eaya that the Persians, Chaldeans, and Egyptians all agree as to 
the figure of the young woman (pnella, maiden) holding an infant, and also refers for it to "two 
of the name of Hermes." 

Manetho is referred to as saying the first Hermes was antediluvian. A work called Pimander 
is attributed to Hermes Trismegistus, in which the zodiac is called a tabernacle. (Ps. xiz.) If 
Pi is taken as the Egyptian article, Mander may mean by ita primitive root, devoted, consecrated: 
a religi0111 work. 

It is said by Achilles Tatius, that the Egyptian and Chaldean signs were the same as every 
where else, but differently named. 

Dupuis, tracing all mythologies to the constellations, says, " All astronomers agree that the 
origin of astronomy is not to be found in history." 

Bailly says, " The Persians in their books assert, that in remote periods four atara were so 
placed as to form the four colures." They are considered to be AI Debaran in Taurus, Regulus 
in Leo, Antares in Scorpio, and Fom al Haut in the Southern Fish, in Aquarius. Humboldt 
adds, " These four, called royal stars, are celebrated throughout Asia." This position of the 
colures could only be in antediluvian times. 

In a modem astronomical work, " The Orbs of Heaven," it is said, " Allusions to the con­
stellations of the zodiac in the old Hebrew Scriptures, and in the works of all ancient writers, 
sufficiently attest their extreme antiquity. From these allusions may be corroborated many of 
their forms as delineated on Egyptian, Assyrian, and Indian monuments. The most ancient are 
those of the Hebrew Scriptures." 

" When Virgil says, The white bull with golden homs opens the year, this not being true in 
his day, must be the record of an ancient tradition that once it did so, as it had done 4000 years 
before his time.'' 

" Eratosthenes, the Greek philosopher who accompanied Alezander In his Eaatem conquests, 
sent to Aristotle a series of obsenations made at Babylon nineteen centuries before that time.'' 
This date remounts to the time of Noah, whether according to the Jewish or modem chronology. 

Thales and Pythagoras were both acquainted with the Baros or sacred period of the Chaldeea. 
Both were instructed by the Chaldeans. Ptolemy afterwards used the calculations of the Chat­
deans. Baros is root, foundation, in Job xxviii. 9. 

Mrs. Somerville says, " La Place disputes the antiquity of the Indian lunar tables," but adds, 
" Every circumstance concura in showing that astronomy was cultivated in the highest ages of 
antiquity." 

Sir W. Drummond, in his Essay on the Zodiacs of Esne and Dendera, says of these zodiacs, 
" It seems generally agreed that they represent the heavens at the commencement of a Sothaic 
period ( 1460 years), which might be 2782 B. c." These temples are now known to have been 
built about the Christian era ; but the zodiacs, like our own, might have been of much earlier 
date. That now in use is as we have it from Ptolemy. The Sothaic period would thus com. 
mence during the antediluvian studies of astronomy attributed to the family of Seth, from whom 
it might take its name. 

In the planisphere of Dendera, a headless figure, apparently a horse, is placed over Aquarius, 
marking the place of the ascending node. The winter solstice was in that sign before and after 
the time usually assigned to the deluge. A figure of Osiris, or the sun, standing on the figure of 
Capricom, would seem intended to show that the preceasion of the equinoxes had removed the 
solstice thither. 

In these, as in other ancient monuments, Egyptian and Oriental, the order of the signs is that 
which Ptolemy (A. D. 160) transmits from Hipparchus (130 B.c.) as of unquestioned authority, 
unknown origin, and unsearchable antiquity. As such it has descended to us. Aries has always 
and every where been the first of the signs : no natural cause can be alleged why it should have 
been so. Not till about the time of the Christian era did equinox or solstice take place in that 
sign. 

The Sabian Arabs began their y~-ar from Aries. The Chinese, and other ancient natious who 
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began their year from Aquarius, lltill reckoned Aries the first of the signa : there, too, the L1111ar 
Zodiacs always commenced. 

Astronomy never having been known to ezist without the signs, testimonies to the antiquity of 
the science include that of these emblems. Still some more direct evidence may be adduced. 

Montucla refers to Malalas as saying that " Seth himself divided the sky into constellations." 
The Chinese emperor Yao, B.c. 2317, dirided the twelve ligna by the twenty-eight 1118118iona 

of the moon. 
It is said by Dupuis that the Persian magi made much use of the signs. 
Jewish writers are agreed that the tribes of Israel carried the twelve signs on their standards 

in the wilderness; also, that Jacob in his farewell blessing speaks of them in connenon with 
those sons whose descendants so bore them. 

It is well known that the ancient tribes of Arabia called themselves by the names of various 
constellations, probably after the enmple of their brethren of IsraeL In course of time these 
were idolatroualy worshipped. Mahomet abolished the idolatry ; but some of the tribes lltill 
call themselves by those names. 

As in the divinely ordained cherubic forms there was the face of a man, the Sethites would not 
scruple to include human figures in the constellations. When the prohibition in the second 
commandment was issued, it has been thought that the Jews discontinued them, substituting the 
palm-branch in Gemini, the ear of com in Virgn, the bow and arrow in Sagittarius, the vase in 
Aquarius. It is well known that the ancient Arabs did so, asaigning as a reason the command 
from Sinai. Among the Brahmans and other easteras who appear to have learnt from them, 
this scruple did not exist. If they were, as is snppoaed, the descendants of Abraham by 
Keturah, it should seem not to have been known to the astronomy of that patriarch, who, 
deriving the science through Noah from the family of Seth, appears to have followed the original 
Sethite delineations, in the form of the man typifying the human nature of the Messiah, and the 
woman typifying His Church. The Christian Arabs in later times are said to have used the 
figure of the woman and the infant. 

" It is certain that the Cbaldeans knew the mean motions of the moon with great ezactness. 
Ptolemy refers often to them by the name of Chaldeans, Aristotle by that of Babylonians.'' 
(Cosmos.) 

Humboldt eaya, " The Greek zodiac was probably taken from the Dodecatamora of the 
Chaldeans," and also attributes to the Arabian astronomy a Chaldean origin. 

It is suppoaed that Hipparchus and Ptolemy followed the Greek sphere. Clemens Alezan­
drinus quotes from an ancient author, that "Chiron delineated the scheme of heaven." This 
does not imply that he invented, but that he drew a plan or map of it. Sir Isaac Newton con­
siders Chiron to have been a great astronomer. He places him about 937 B.c., but others much 
earlier. Cleostrstus, a Greek philosopher, 536 a. c., wrote concerning the constellations, par­
ticularly Aries and Sagittarius ; but what, is not known. 

As the movements of the sun, moon, and planets have always been described by their position 
in the zodiac, the ancient observations of the Chinese and Chaldeans establish the coeval 
antiquity of the signs. 

It may be asked on what authority the figures of the constellations are drawn as we now have 
them. The earliest enumerations of the stars apeak of them as tllu in the head, that in the 
shoulder, body, arm, leg, or foot, thus determining their poaitions. Some of these stars are 
reckoned twice over, as El Nath, once in the hom of Taurus, again in the heel of Auriga, thus 
determining their connenon. They are thus distinguished by Hipparchus, B.c. 100, and again 
by Ulugh Beigh, A.D. 1420. 

F. Bailly aays, "The origin of astronomy ascends beyond the period of authentic history;" 
Smythe, that " there can be little doubt that astronomy was nearly coeval with the worla." 
( Cele~~t. Cyc.) 
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Prophtcitl 
eorrupond­
ing in word 
ort.r,.wlth 

'"" ,jguru and th• 
name•. 

Gen. 22. 8. 
Exod. 4.13. 
lsa. 16. 1. 
Gen . .(. 4. 
Exod.4. 13. 
Rev. 5. 6. 
Gen. 22.13. 
Hoe. 6. 3. 
lsa. 61. 1. 
Mic. 6. 2. 

Isa. 27. 1. 
Rev. 20. 2. 
Ps. 22. 16. 
Dan. 9. 26. 
Is 63.7;6.1. 
Num.24. 7. 
Isa. 62. 13. 
Ps. 118. 22. 

Ps. 46. 9. 
1 Sam.2. 8. 

Isa. 60. 21. 

*Isa. 27. 1. 

Rev. 20. 2. 

Pa. 2. 9; 
72. 4. 

*Mic. 2. 13. 

Gen. 3. 15. 
lsa. 27. 1. 
Ps. 68. 21. 

Rom.16.20. 

SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC. 

~rits. 
THE RAM, OR LAMB, COMING 

FORTH. 

Tt:dl tDhort 
the word or ill 
,.oot i1 tutd in 
thi1 11n1e in 
II•• Hebrtw 
Bible. 

H b Tal h {the lamb. Isa. 40. n. } 
e rew name, e ' sent forth. cast 1 Sa. 20. 33. 

Arabic, Al Hamnl, the sheep, gentle, merciful. Gen. 19. 16. 
Syriac, Amroo, the lamb. Syr. N. T. John i. 29. Ezr. 6. 9. 

Coptic, Tametouris Ammon, reign of Ammon. 
Greek, Krios, the ram. Sept. lamb, Gen. xxii. 13. Deu. 32. H. 

Coming forth, Gen. 
Isa. 16. 1. Latin, Aries, the ram. 

xxii. 13, Vulg. goeth Job 34. 8. 

Names in the Sign. 
Heb., Mesartim, the bound, or binding. 
Arab., {3 AI Sheratan, tilt brui1ed, wounded. cut 

a El Nath, or El Natik, wounded, 1lain. cut 
Heb., Shalisha, the triangle over the head of ( 

Aries, e.ralted, chi if. \capt aim 
Arab., a Ras al Thalitha, head of the triangle. head 
Gr., Deltoton, triangle, high (Arab., lifted up). drew up 

First Decan. 
CASSIOPEIA, Tbe throned Woman. 

Heb., Cassiopeia, the enthroned, the beautiful. { ~~~~~; 
-a Shedar, the freed. liberty 
- Caph, the branch, in the hand. 

Chald. and Arab., Datal Cursa, tM let, enthroned. 
Arab., Ruchba, the enthroned, or teated. 

Second Decan. 
CETUS, Tbe Sea-monster, Leviathan, the bound Serpent. 

Heb., a Menkar, the bound or chained enemy. { ::.~ 
- Mira, the changeable star in the neck, the rebel. 
- {3 Diphda, overthrown. thnut down 

Third Decan. 
PERSEUS, an armed man holding a head with serpents. 
Heb., Perseus, the breaker. 

- Athik, who breaka. 
-a Mirfak, who a11iata. leaning on 

Arab., y AI Genib, who carrie• away. 
Pers., Bershaush, as Perseus. 

In the Head, carried b!f Perseus. 
Heb., Medusa, the trodden under foot. 

- Rosh Satan, the head rifthe enemy. head 
- AI Oneh, the subdued, weakened. 

Arab., AI Ghoul, the evil spirit. wicked 

The changeable Star in the Head. 
Arab., {3 AI Gol, coming and going, rolling round f rolled 

(Heb., head). l 

Gen. 49. n. 
Lev. 19. 28. 
L-ev. 8. 20. 
Ps. 30.1. 
1 Kgs.9.22. 
Gen. 49.26. 
Exod.2.16. 

1 Sam.2. 8. 
Ps. 45. u. 
Isa. 61. I. 
Job 16. 23. 
Dan.6. 20. 
Jer. 22. 4. 

Ps. 104. 25. 
Isa. 27. 1. 
Dan. 6. 7. 
Ps. 139.20. 
Hos. 13. 16. 
Job 32. 13. 

Mic. 2.13. 
Judg. 16. 9. 
Cant. 8. 5. 
Job 21. 18. 

Job 39. 15. 
Ps. 74. H. 
Ps. 102. 23. 
Job 18. 21. 

Gen.29.IO. 
Num. 1. 2. 

Htbrew 
root1. 

,, 

IIDl 
i19" ,, 
'll 

IID,l 
::ll, 

9 

The Ram or Lamb is figured as the first sign wherever sheep are found. In some parts of 
India an animal like a small dog is substituted ; in others, nn antelope; in Mexico, a white 
rabbit, called " the emblem of suffering innocence." Aratus places the triangle over the head of 
Aries. Cetus, in Greek fable, was the enemy of Andromeda ; Perseus, the breaker of her bonds. 

TABLE I. c 
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Prophecie1 
corr~1po11d .. 
ing with the 
jigur., and 
tla6 name1. 

*Deu.33.17. 
Gen. 22.17. 
Nu.24.8,19. 
Ps. 72. 2, 8. 

Mic. 6. 2, 

[E.V. 

2 &.23.3,4. 

Gen.49.IO. 

Ps. 22. 22. 
Ps. 89. 5;} 

107. 32. 
Isa . .60. 5, 

6, 7. 

Dan. 9. 26. 

Mic.fi. 2, 
[E.V. 

Hab. 2.3.} 
Heb.J0.37 
lea. 60. 1. 

Ps. 91. 13. 

*Gen.3.15. 

SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC. 

~anrns. 
THE BULL, COMING TO RULE. 

Hebrew name, Shur, the Bull, coming, {bullock 
Arabic, Al Thaur, the sMne. [ruling. step 
Syriac, the same. rule 
Coptic, Isis, who saves mightily. salvation 

Apis, who cometh. pmts 
Station of Horus, coming. wa!lfaring 

Greek, Tauros, the Bull. Sept. Dent. xxxiii. 17. 
Latin, Taurus, the same. Vulg. the same. 

Names in the Sign. 
Heb., Chima, the heap, accumulation (Arab.). Pleiades 

Pleiades, congregation of the judge, or ruler. { 

Hyades, the congregated. congregation 

Palilicium, belonging to the judge. judge 

Arab., Wasat, centre, or.foundation. 
AI Thuraiya, the abundance. 

Lat., Vergilire, the centre (Arab. fJertex) turned on, 
rolled round. 

Names of Stars in the Sign. 

Te:th tDh<re 
the word or ill 
root i1 u1ed in 
thi1 aenae in 
the Hebrew 
Bibk 

Deut.33. J7. 
Job 31. 7. 
Isa. 32. 1. 

Hab. 3. 13. 
Ex. 12. 23. 
2Sam. l2.4. 

Job 9. 9. 
Lev. 4. 13. 
Job 31. 11. 
Num.l6. 3. 

Job 31. 11. 

Ps. 11. 3. 
Isa. Ia. 1. 

Gen. 29.1o. 

[PART 

Hebrei/J 
root1. 

11111 
'VI' 

Chald., a AJ Debaran, the leader, gOfJertlor. { co~dtUJ~llor 
au" umg 

Arab., {3 El Nath, in the northern horn, as in Aries. 
("base 

Dan. 3. 24. } .,:1'1 
Ps. 47. 3. 

- '1 AI Cyone, in the Pleiades, the centre.,foundation 
L established 

First Decan. 
ORION, a human figure walking. 

I Kg.7.29,30. 
Ps. 104. 5. 
Ps. 89. sa. 

Heb., Orion, coming forth, as light. 

Arab., AI GianzA, the branch. 

{ Gen. 1. 17. 
Isa. 60. 1. 

stem Isa. 11. 1. 

AI Gebor, the mighty. 
AI Mirzam, the prince, the ruler. 
AI Nagjed, the prince. 

- 8 AI Nitak, the wounded.· cut 
- a Betelguez, coming, Mal. iii. 2, qfthebranch. stock 
- {3 Rigol, the foot, or who treadeth under foot. 

AI Rai, the bruising. bruise 

- y Bellatrix, hastily coming. 

- iJ Mintaka, dit1iding, the belt. 
Chald., Heka, coming. 

- Niphla, the mighty. 
Heb., Meissa, coming forth. 

- Nux, the strong. 
- Thabit, treading on (Arab.). 

(haste 
(.treadeth 

cut 
bro11ght 

giants 

kick 
- " Saiph, in the foot, bruised. . 
- Chesil, bound together, the nebula. Constellations. 

Gr., Orion, anciently Oarion. Sept. Job xxxviii. 31. 
Lat., Orion. Vulg. Job ix. 9. 

Ps. 24. 8. 
Ps. 2. 2. 
Dan. 9. 26. 
Lev. I. 6. 
Isa. 40. 24. 
Job 39. 15. 
Dan. 2. 40. 
Ezra 4. 23. 
Job 9. s. 
Lev. 8. 20. 
Ezra 6. 5. 
Gen. 6. 4. 
Mic. 1. 3. 
Ps. 24. a. 
I Sam. 2.29. 
Gen. 3. 15. 
Isa. 13. 10. 

llll 

.,::t. 
11., 
,ll 

nnl 
llll .,l., 
ll, 

'"~ ,,., 
nm ,., 
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llll' 
Ill 

tlll::t. 
')111 

.,D:l 

If the flatterers of Nimrod (like those of Napoleon I .) tried to devote the stars of Orion to his 
glory, still it will be seen that in the names in the constellation there is no trace of that of the 
man, while the wounded, the bruised, or the branch, could not apply to Nimrod. Of the Latin 
Auriga, which in Hebrew is the shepherd, it may be asked, Why should a charioteer carry a goat 
and be followed by kids ? Their band or leash may have suggested reins. 

TAULE II. 
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II.) 

Propluciu 
corr t'fHJftd­
ing with lfu 
.fi.guru and 
the ntJmtl. 

SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC. 

TAURUS (continued). 

Second Decan. 
Isa. 66. 12. ERIDANUS, The River. 

Ezek. 47. 9. Heb., Eridanns, rit1er of the judge, or ruler. { Btreawu 
judge 
ltonpeth *Gen.49.16. - Cursa, bent down. 

Ps. 46. 4. -a Achernar, ofter part of the rit1er. I after 
'Lritler 

Rev. 22. 1. - Phaet, mouth (of the rit1er). 
- Theemin, tM water. 
- Ozha, the going forth. 

Isa. 41. 18, Arab., Zourak,ftowing. Bprinklt 

*Ps. 23. I; 
llO. 1. 

*Isa. 40. 11. 

Mic. 5. 4. 

Ezek.34. 23. 

John 10. 4, 
n. 

Third Decan. 
AURIGA, a human figure holding a goat. 

Heb., Auriga, the •hepherd. 
Arab., Aiyuk, wounded in the foot. lame 

El Nath, wounded in the heel, also reckoned in 
the horn of Taurus, 88 in Aries. cut 

Maaz,.ftock of goat•. 
Chald., Menkalinon, band or chain qf the goata, (chain 

or ewe1. '\.hindi 
Heb., Gedi, the kidl (following Auriga). 

- Alioth, •At-goat, or ewe. 
Lat., a Capella, the •lit-goat (capra), atonement. 

Tezu "'""' tho fiiDrd oril1 
rool U rued ;,. 
lhi1 1enu ;,. 
lilt Hebr.w 
Bible. 

Isa. 33. 21. 
Gen. 15. H. 
lsa. 46. 1. 
Gen. 33. 2. 
Gen. 2.10. 
Exod. 4. n. 
Gen.). 6. 
Gen. 2. 10. 
Lev. 1. 5. 

lea. 40. 11. 
2 Sam. 4. 4. 

Lev. 8. 20. 
Lev. 16. 10. 
Dan. 6. 1, 
2 Sa. 22. 34. 
Cant. 1. 8. 
Ps. 78. 71. 
Lev. 16. 10. 

AUTHORITIES FOR THE NAMES OF THE SIGNS. 
Hebrew, Buxtorf's Rabbinical Lexicon, &c. 
Arabic, Freytag's Arabic Lexicon, Ulugh Beigh, &c. 
Syriac, Hyde's Syntsgma and Comment. &c. 
Coptic, Montucla, Hiat. des Mathematiques, from U1ugh Beigh. 
Greek, Aratns, Ptolemy, &c. 
Latin, Cicero, Virgil, Ovid, &c. 

FOR THE NAMES OF THE STARS. 

11 

Hebr<tD 
roolf. 

.,II' 
1, 

D.,P 
.,nil 
.,:"!) 
ng 
c• 

lllr 1'.,, 

Hyde de Vet. Pers. Rei. for Chaldee, Pel'llian, and other names; also for Rosh Satan, AI 
Oneh, and Auriga, from Aben Exra. Arabic names of stars are from Ulugh Beigh, and cata­
logues in various other astronomical works, in which, though the spelling is frequently corrupted, 
the primitive root is still evident. Greek names may be found in Hesiod and Homer, also in 
Aratns, who lived about 300 B.c. St. Paul is supposed to quote from his poem on Astronomy, 
Acts xvii. 28. Latin, in Cicero, Hyginns, Macrobius, and the poets. The book of Job contains the 
three most ancient names : Ash, Chima, and Chesil. Aben Ezra has said that Ash is the Great 
Besr,where the word is still found in Benet Naish. He has also Paid that Chima and Chesil were 
opposite constellations. The Pleiades and Orion are on opposite sides of the ecliptic and equator. 
The Septuagint and Vulgate, in Job ix. 9 and xxxviii. 32, seem to recognize Chima as the 
Pleiades, and Chesil as Orion. Chesil is still found at the foot of Orion, as in Adams's globes. 
As it occurs in Isaiah xiii. 10 in the plural, it cannot apply to the figure Orion, of which there is 
only one, but may well mean the Nebulee, of which there are many. The Arabic name Wasat, 
the centre, transmitted by Ulugh Beigh 88 of the Pleiades, and AI Cyone, the ancient Greek 
name of their brightest star, both indicate primeeval knowledge of the late announcement of 
modern science, that in this group is the centre round which circles the galaxy or astral system 
to which our sun belongs. (See Orbs of Heaven, &c.) 

A. D. 1252, an astronomical congress was held at Toledo, under Alfonso, king of Castile, in 
which a Jewish rabbin, Isaac Hazen, took an important part. He is spoken of by Comelins 
Agrippa 88 a great astronomer. About that time Rabbi Judas interpreted the treatise in which 
Avicenna had named the 1022 fixed stars, till then unknown to our western parts. Avicenna 
was an Arab physician at Bagdad, A.D. 1030. 

On Adams's large globes names will be found which are omitted on the more recent. Many 
are there given in Arabic characters, from whirh those misspelt in modern catalogues may be 
corrected, as also from Ulugh Beigh. 

c 2 
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Prophlckl 
ctn'rtlpond­
ing with tho 
Ji.quru and 
the name1. 

Ps. 22. 20. 

Zec. 6.13; 
*13. 7. 

Jer. 23. s; 
33. 15. 

Gen. 3. 15. 
*Ps. 16. 8. 
Rev. 22. 20. 

!sa. 11. 1. 
Zech. 3. 8; 

6. 12. 
Mic. 5. 2. 

Isa. 27. 1. 
Ps. 110. 1. 

Rev. 20. 

*Isa. 9. 8. 
Isa. 32. 1. 
Gen.35.18. 
Acts 5. 31. 
Ps. 110. 1. 

Isa. 4. 2; I. 
ll. 10. j 

Isa. 55. 4. 

Isa. 49. 26; 
59. 20. 

Mic.5. 2. 

Isa. 53. 12. 

SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC. 

~tmini. 
THE TWINS, THE UNITED. 

Hebrew name, Thaumim, the united. twineil 
Arabic, Al Tauman, the twins, &r pair. 
Syriac, as the Hebrew. 
Coptic, Pi Mahi, the united. as in brotherhood 

Clusus, or Claustrum Hori, stati&n of 
the coming. wa!Jfaring men 

Greek, Didumoi, twins. Sept. Cant. iv. 5. 
Latin, Gemini, twins. Vulg. Gen. xxv. 24; 

fellow. 
Names in the Sign. 

Heb., Propus, the branch, Bpreading. 

- t Mebsuta, treading under foot. 
Arab., Wasat, aet. 

AI Giauza, the palm branch, atem. 
- -y AI Henah, in the foot, hurt, ajflicted. 

AI Diril, the aeed (or branch). 

{ bough 
Bpread 

appointed 

1orrow 

Gr. and Lat., a {Castor, bearing an arrow, haate. 
- - Apollo, ruler, or judge. { 

- {3 {Pollux,bearingabrancb, ruler,or judge. 
- Hercules, bearing a branch or{to auffer 

club, coming to auffer. griif 

First Decan. 
(Called the HARE.) THE ENEMY, or Serpent. 

Heb~, Arnebo, the enemy of him that J enemie• 
cometh. l he that cometh 

- Nibal, the mad. fool 
- Rakis, the bound (Arab., with a chain). 
·- Sugia, the decei11er. 

Arab., Arnebeth, the hare, enemy of what cometh. pluck 
Lat., Lepus, the hare, treading under foot. 

Ttzll whtrt 
the word or it1 
rnot i1 Ultd in 
thU •~nl~ in 
the Hebrew 
Bible. 

Ex. 26. 24. 

Zech.ll.H. 

Jer. 9. 2, 
[E.V. 

Zech. 13. 7. 

Isa. 10. 33. 
Hab. 1. 8. 
Isa. 14. 19. 
Gen. 4. 25. 
Isa. 11. 1. 
Gen. 35.18. 
Gen. 3. 15. 
Deut.32.35. 
Job 31. 11. 
Deut.32. 31. 
Jer. 9. 1. 
Isa. 63. 3. 

Ps.l39. 20. 
Ps. 118. 26. 
1 Sa. 25. 25. 
Ex. 28. 28. 
Job 12. 16. 
Ps. 80. 12. 
Ps. 108. 13. 

Second Decan. 
(Called the DOG, or Wolf.) 

SIRIUS, The Prince. 
wolf Gen. 49. 27. 

Heb., a Sirius, the prince. 
- Aschere, who Bhall come. go 

Arab., AI Shira AI Jemeniya, the prince, or chi if of the 
right hand. 

Egyptian name, Seir, the prince. 
Heb., Abur, the mighty. 
Arab., AI Habor, the mighty. 

(E. V.) 

- t Adhara, the gloriofJ8. (AI Adra, Aiudra.J 
- j3 Mirzam, the prince or 

Muliphen, the leader, the chiif. 
- 8 Wesen, the bright, Bhining. 

Third Decan. 
(Called the SECOND DOG.) 
PROCYON, The Redeemer. 

ruler 
duke 

1carlet 

Heb., a Procyon, the Redeemer. redeemed 
Arab AI Shira AI Sh r j the prince, or chiif 

., ' eme 1ya,l.. of the lift hand. 
AI Mirzam, the prince or ruler. 
AI Gomeyra, who completea, perfecta. 

- {3 AI Gomt>isa, the burthened, loaded, bearing{ 
for othera. 

Isa. 9. 6. 
Prov. 4. H. 

Jon. 4. 11. 
Isa. 9. 6. 
Gen. 49. 24. } 
Isa. J. 24. 
Ex. 15. 6. 
Ps. 2. 2. 
Gen. 36. 15. 
Josh. 2.18. 

Ps. 136. 24. 
Dan.l2. 1. 
Jon. 4. 11. 
Ps.2. 2. 
Ps. 138. 8. 
Ps. 68. 19. 
Zech. 12. 3. 

(PART 

Hebrt!lll 
roo II. 

Dlll1 

Dl7 

''" 

In the First Decan, according to the Persians, there .was a serpent, also in the Egyptian zodiac, 
in the French Egypte. Zeeh, the wolf, in Arabic means coming quickly; in Heb., thia 1hall 
come. In the Persian sphere, the Second Decan was figured as a wolf: one of the Twins had 
also the head of a wolf in some Oriental zodiacs. Some ancient forms of this sign are said by 
Hyde to have been two kids. (Dupuis, Rieber.) 

T.A.DLE III. 
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II.] 

Proph•cltl 
corr~•pond­
ing in word 
or typ• with 
th• ji_qurel 
and tho 

*Gen.49.1J. 
John 10.28. 

Num.24.18. 

Eph.l. H. 

Isa. 60. 6. 

Isa. 40. 11. 

John 10.41 

16. 

Ps. 23. 3. 

Isa. 60. 7. 

Mic. 2. 12. 

Zech. 9. 16. 

Ps. 77. 20. 

Isa.40.ll; 
60. 7. 

Jer. 23. 3. 

SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC. 

otanttr. 
THE CRAB OR SCARAB..EUS, HOLD-

ING THE POSSESSION. 
Hebrew name, Sartan, who holds, or binds. 
Arabic, Al Sartan, the same. [binding 
Syriac, Sartano, the same. 
Coptic, Klaria, the cattle-folds. folds 
Greek, Karkinos, the crab, )_holding, encircling 
L tin f Cancer, the crab, 1 the possession 

a '\.. Cer, encircling, Arab. sense. 

Names in the Sign. 
Heb., Prrese~e, the nebula, a multitude, oif-{young 

apnng. 
Heb. and Arab., a Acubene, theaheltering. hiding-place 

Ma'alaph, assembled thousands. 
Arab., Al Himarein, the kids, or lamb1. 
Gr., Nepa, grasping. lifted up 
Lat., Asellus Boreas, and Asellus Australis. V ulg. she-ass 

First Decan. 
URSA MINOR, (Called the LESSER BEAR.) 

The Lesser Fold, or Flock. 

Heb., {3 Kochab, waiting him who cometh. {wait 
come 

Arab., Al Pherkadain, the calTJes,{(Heb., tht redeemed 
young. Dent. xxii. 6. assembly) 

Al Gedi, the kid. kid 
Al Ruccaba, the pole-8tar, the turned, or ridden 

on. 
Al Kaid, a~sembled, as in Ursa Major. 

Gr. and}. f centre or base 
Lat., a Cynosura, \. qf the comtellatiom. Mazzaroth 

- Areas, or Arctos, traTJelling company. 

Second Decan. 
URSA MAJOR, (called the GREAT BEAR.) 

The Sheepfold and Sheep. 
Heb. name, Ash, the a~sembled, (Arcturus.) Job ix. 9. 

a88emble 
Arab., a Dubheh, herd of animals. Chald. wealth. 

Heb. strength 
El Acola, the sheepfold. Ps. xcv. 7; c. 3. 
Benet Nash, daughters qfthe assembly. Joeliii. 11. 

daughters 

Cab'd al Asad, wealth or multitude {:::bled 

Annaish, the a8Bembled, as Ash. 
Heb., {3 Merach, the flock (Arab., purchaser!). 

Megrez, separated, as the flock in the fold. cut off 
Phacad, or Phacda, visited, guarded, numbered. 

- E Mizar, separate. 

T•ztl f1Jia4r• 
tht word or 111 
root 11 Ultd ;,. 
lhU •nut in 
th• H•brttD 
Bibl•. 

Gen. 49.11. 

Ps. 60. 9. 

Gen. 26.H. 

Deut.22. 6. 
lsa. 60. 6. 
lsa. 32. 2. 
Ps. 144. IS. 
Ezra 6. 9. 
Deut. 27. 5. 
Gen. 49. 11. 

Ps. 33. 20. 
Gen. 49.18. 
Ibid. 10. 
Ps. 136. 24. 
Exod. 12. s. 
Judg. 6. 19. 

Ezr. 3. 3. 
Job 38. 32. 
Gen. 37. 25. 

Joel3. 11. 

Deut.33.25. 
Ps. 78. 70. 

Cant. 1. 5. 
Nah. 3. 15. 
Gen. 49. 6, 
Joel3. 11. 
Jer. 10. 21. 
Ps. 31. 22. 
Zech. 10. 3. 
Num. 6. 3. 

13 

HtbrltD 
ruoU. 

111' 

The Scarabams is thought to have been the original emblem in Cancer. Sartan, who holds, 
would well apply to the " sacred beetle" of the Egyptians, who holds its " progeny" fast even in 
death. The Scarabaeus was placed here in the Persian sphere. 

Some of the Arabs called Ursa Major El Naish, the bier, or funeral as8embly. (Ideler, Hyde, 
Barnes, &c.) The Christian Arabs called it the funeral of Lazarus, with Mary and Martha 
walking after it. (Hyde, &c.) 

TABLE IV. 
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Prophtclu 
corrupowd-
lng In tDord 
or lgpt fDilh 
thtjlguru 
and lhe 
fltlmtl. 

John 10.16. 

Ezek.34.11, 
12; 36. 37. 

John 10. 1. 

Ps. 68. n. 
Ps. 2. s. 

Isa. 49. 12; 
*60. 6. 

Hag. 2. 7. 
Isa. 4. 2. 

Jer. 23. s. · 

SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC. 

CANCER (continued). 

Heb., f Alioth, the ahe-goal, or ewe. 
- a Ta!ita, the lamb. 

Arab., AI Cor, the lamb. 
El Kaphrah, protected, cofJered (Heb., redeemed, 

ranaomed). 
Dubheh Lachar, the latter herd, or ftoclt. latter 

- , AI Kaid, the aa•embled together 
Gr., Helike, company of trafJellera, toallting, (Iliad.) 

companiea 
- Amaza, coming, and going. to andfro 
- Arctos, trafJelling company 

- Calisto, the aheepfold, aet or appointed. { ahei!Jl(o:~ 
appom e 

Lat., Ursa, the bear, the atrong. 

Third Decan. 

ARGO, (called the SHIP.) 

Heb., Argo, the company of trafJeller8. 
- Sephina, the multitude, nebula ! 
- Tureis,' the poase88ion. 
-a Canopus, or\ the poasession 
- Canobus, J of him who cometh. 

- Asmidiska, the releQ~~ed toho trafJel. 

Arab., Soheil, the desired. 
Subilon, the branch. 

mighty 

abundance· 

(releaae 
\run 

aalted 

Gr. and Lat., Argo, the company of tra!Jellera. { 
AUTHORITIES (continued). 

Ttzl• tDMre 
IAt tDOrd or ill 
rool ;, tuetl in 
thi1 1etue ;,. 
lh~! Hebrew 
Bible. 

Ps. 78. 71. 
Isa. 40. 11. 
Deut.32.14. 

Ex. 30. 12. 
Hag. 2. 9. 
Gen. 13. 6. 

Job 6. 19. 
Gen. 8. 7. 
Gen. 37. 25. 
Ps. 78. 70. 
Gen. 4. 25. 
Job 6. 23. 

Gen. 37.25. 
Deut.33.19. 
Num.24.18. 
Gen. 26.14. 
Ps. 96. 13. 
Deut. 16. 9. 
Joel2. 9. 
I Sam.l.27. 
Zech. 4. 12. 
Gen. 37. 25. 
Job 6. 19. 

Decan, a part or piece, Heb. and Arab. Dan. ii. 46. Jl"! 

(PART 

HtbrttD 
root•. 

n?v 
n?t~ 

"!:I 

.,g:J .,,., 
"'"' ,.,.., 
lllC' 

nn,11 
11?::10 

1"1111 

l',ll 

n,~< 

)19111 

IV,' 
nJj) 

11:1 
IOT.llV 

pw 
.,~!IV 
?::nu 
n,11 

Decana are divisions of a sign, each occupying about a third. This division is said to have 
been introduced into Egypt by King Necepsos, about 700 years B.c. The Decans are here 
arranged from a work by Albumazer, Flor. Astro., a Latin translation of which is in the Library 
of the British Museum. Albumazer speaks of them as in the Persian, Egyptian, and Indian 
spheres. The Persians, he says, understood, but the Indians perverted them with inventions. 
He describes them from both. Amidst considerable variations, analogies may be traced to the 
constellations as now figured. Of the Signs and other thirty-six constellations as received in his 
time, he says, all the names and figures had been transmitted unaltered. 

Alliumazer, or Abu Masher, lived about the year 800 (A.D.). He is known as a great Arab 
physician and astronomer. At that time astronomy was much studied by the Arabs : it had also 
been cultivated by the Gerbanites, a sect of Arab astronomers, some centuries before the 
Christian era. Lyell, in his Geology, says of them, "These were evidently great astronomers." 
Riccio Ius, an astronomical writer A.D. 1698, says that it appears from Arab astronomy, that it was 
as old as Adam, and the names preserved by the Arabs antediluvian. Aben Ezra, a celebrated 
Jewish writer who lived in the thirteenth century, refers to Albumazer as a great authority. He 
records that Auriga was called the Shepherd by the ancient Hebrews. 

Ulugh Beigh, a Tartru: prince and astronomer who lived about the middle of the fifteenth 
century, is · considered to have transmitted the ancient Arabian science. His catalogue of the 
stars was printed by Dr. Hyde, with Commentaries, about 1660. Bee Hyde's Syntagma, &c. 
It has been since reprinted in England. 

None of the Arabic names in Ursa Major and Minor have any reference to a bear. Dub in 
Hebrew is a bear; Dubhe is strength in Hebrew and Chaldee *. The bear was probably so 
named from its strength. El Acola, Hebrew and Arabic, is explicitly sheepfold, as other names 
are sheep and flock. In the Persian sphere there are three damsels walking, as "the daughters of 
Ash," and the same figures in Ursa Minor and Argo. There is no trace of a ship in any of them. 

* Buxtorf. 
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Propheclu 
corrupond· 
inqwitil tile 
.figure• and 
,,. flam<l. 

Gen. 3. 15. 
*Gen.49.9. 
Num.23.24; 

24. 9. 
Prov. 19.12. 
Hos.J3.3.} 
:Mat.26.32 
Prov. 20. 2. 
Ezek. I. 10, 
Rev. 4. 7. 

Ps. 91. 13. 
Ps. 50. 2. 
:Matt. 24.27. 

lsa. 2. 11. 
Enoch in 

Jude, J4. 

SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC. 

Jen. 
THE LION, THE SEPARATING. 

Hebrew name, Arieh, the lion rending. pluck 
Arabic, Al Asad, the lion, who rends, who 

waateth. 
Syriac, Aryo, the lion, who rends. 
Coptic, Pi-Mentekeon, the pluclcing asunder. 
Greek, Leon, the lion. Sept. Gen. xlix. 9. 

N. T. Rev. v. 5. 
Latin, Leo, the lion. Arab. and Syr. coming 

vehementl!f, leaping forth as a flame. 
V ulg. the same. 

Tettll whor6 
tile word or ill 
root ;, tutd in 
thi1 •en•e in 
the Hebrew 
Bible. 

Ps. 80. 12. 

Ps. 91. 6. 

Jer. 22. 24. 

Exod. 3. 2. 

Names in the Sign. 
Heb., a Regulus, tllt treading under foot. Isa. 32. 20. 

- Zosma, the dining forth. aparkled Ezek. I. 7. 
- Sarcam, the joining. wrapped together Job 40. 17. 

.Arab., Minchir al Asad, the puniBhing, tearing, qf the 
/ion, (piercing.) 

- r AI Giebha, the exaltation. 
Heb., f3 Denebola, the judge or lord who cometh f Lord 

guick/.11· Lhaatg 
Deneb. Aieced, the judge cometh, who{judge 

1eizea. catch 
Arab. AI Dafera, the enemy put down. 

Joh 30. 17. 
Ezek.17.24. 
Ps.llO. 1. 
Eccle. 7. 9. 

.Ps.60.4; 
36. 8. 

thruBt down Job 32. 13. 
First Decan. 

HYDRA, The Serpent. 
Rev. 20. 2, Heb., Hydra, he iB the abhorred. Isa. 66. 24. 

Prov. 19. 4. 
Isa. 66. 24. 

3, 10. Arab., a AI Pbard, the aeparated. 
AI Drian, the abhorred. 

Mincbir al Sugia, piercing of the decei11er. { Job 30. 17; 
12. 16. 

Second Decan. 
Ps. 75. 8. CRATER, The Cup. 
Rev. 16. 19. Heb. and Arab., AI Ches, the cup. Also reckoned in 

Hydra. 
Ps. 75. 8. 
Isa. 6L 17. 

Ezek.39.17. 
• 

Rev. 19. 17. 

Third Decan. 
CORVUS, Tbe Crow, or Raven. 

Heb., Cbiha, the accur1ed. 
Arab., AI Gorab, the ra11en. 

AI Chi bar, the joining together. 
- Minchir al Gorab, piercing of t11e ra11en. 

Num. 23.8. 
Lev. 11. 15 • 

coupled Exod. 26. 3. 

15 

Hebrew 
rooU. 

"'!VI 

1'11"1"'1 
"'!"I!) 

)'IC,"'T ,j), 
1111 

"Tbe Lion of the tribe of Judah" (Rev. v. 6) is known to have been always borne on the 
standard of Judah, whether in the wilderness (Num. ii.), or in after-times. Bailly says the 
zodiac must have been first divided when the sun at the summer solstice was in 1° Virgo, where the 
Woman's head joins the Lion's tail. Necepsos and Petoairis, Egyptian astronomers about 700 B.c., 
taught that at the creation the sun rose in Leo, at the summer solstice, the moon in Cancer. 

Dupuis says, "The ancient Persians called the starry serpent the Serpent of Eve." He refers 
to a book of Zoroaster, the Boundesh, which he calls their Genesis. The same star, AI Chibar, 
the joined, is reckoned both in the Raven and in Hydra; as El Nath in the hom of Taurus and 
in the heel of Auriga, Antares in the bead of Scurpio and tht: heel of Ophiuchus, &c. By these 
junctions the places of the figures were preserved ; also by naming one star as the head, as Ras 
a1 Awa in Ophiuchua, others the hand, as Caph in Cassiopeia, and Rigol, the foot, in Oriou. 
Ulugh Beigh thus describes moat of the constellations. 

TilLE v. 
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PropAteitt 
CO"tlpoNd• 
'"9 willl 1M 
~gur.,ollll 
tht ftQmtl. 

lea. 11. 1. 

Jer. 23. 5; 
33. 15. 

Zech. 3. 8; 
6. 12. 

Ps. 80. 15. 

Isa. 7. H. 
Mic. 6. 3. 

*Isa. 4. 2. 

Gen. 3. 15. 
Isa. 9. 6. 

*Hag. 2. 7. 
*Isa. 26.819. 

Zech. 13. 7. 

*Ps. 72. s. 

lea. 4. 2. 
Zech. 9. 10. 

*lss.li3. 3. 
Dan. 9. 26. 
*Iss. 63. 10. 

SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC. 

firgtr. 
THE WOMAN, BEARING THE 

BRANCH. 
Hebrew name, Bethulah, a virgin, Arab. branch. 

Tutl wlltre 
lilt word or il• 
root il Ulttl in 
thi1 tente in 
tile Hebrew 
Bible. 

Gen. 24. 16. 

Arabic, Sunbula, who bears. 
Sunbul, ear of corn. 

carry Isa. 46. •· 
Job 24. 24. 

Syriac, Bethulto, as Bethulah. 
Copt., Aspolia, station of the desired, the branch. Zech. 4. 12. 

Greek, Parthenos, the virgin. Sept. Isa. vii. 14. 
Latin, Virgo, the virgin, Virga, branch. V ulg. 

Isa. xi. 1. lea. 6. 24. 

Names in the Sign. 
Arab., a AI Zimach, the branch or 1hoot, the star{ Isa. 4. 2; 

now called Spica. 11. 1. 
Subilah, who carriea. Isa. xlvi. 4. 
Aziman, two ear• qf corn. 

AI Azal, the branch. 
Subilon, the Bpilre qf corn. 

{ Jer. 23. 5. 
Zech. 3. 8. 
lea. 18. 5. 

ear a 
First Decan. 

COMA, the Branch or Infant near or held by the Woman. 
Names of the Woman. 

Heb., Subilab, who bear1. 
Arab., Adarab, a pure mrgin, aeparated. 

Adrenosa, the virgin who 
Gr. and Lat., Astrea, the atarry, the bright. 

Names of the Infant. 
Heb., Coma, the deaired, longedfor. 
Arab., AI Awa, the delired. 

AI Zimon, the deaired. 
AI Tbaum, the twin, or united. 

chambera 
carriea 

Aieced, the united. darling 
- i3 Zavijavab, the glorioua, (Arab. form.) beautiful 
- l AI Mureddin, who Bhall come down, ahall have{ 

dominion. 
- Hazamethon, the branch, (in Coma.) {branch 

Chald., Vindemiatrix, the aon, who cometh, or son 
the branch. come 

Gr., Prometheus, the deliverer, who ~meth, { :::;:;sng 

or the branch (Arab.) who cometh. bough 

Second Decan. 
CENTAURUS, a figure half human, half horse, holding 

a dart and an animal. 
Names in the JJ1igure. 

Heb., Beze, }the deBpiBed. 
Arab., AI Beze, 
Heb., Asmeath, the Bin-offering. 

Isa. 17. 5. 

Isa. 46. 4. 
Job 9. 9. 
Gen. 46. 5. 
Ezek. 8. 2. 

Ps. 63. 1. 
Gen. 3. 6. 
Ps. 42. 2. 
Exod.26.24. 
Ps. 22. 20. 
lea. 4. 2. 
Ps. 72. 6 •. 
Ibid. 8. 
Ps. 80. 15. 

Num.24.17. 
Judg. 6. 2. 
Deut. 33. 2. 
Lev. 23. 40. 

Isa. 63. 3. 

Lev. 6. 6. 

(PART 

Hebrew 
rooU. 

n'ml 

.. 

n'll 

Bethulah in Arabic is the sucker or branch of the palm (Castel), also a virgin. Ben in Hebrew 
branch, also son, as in Ps. lxxx. 16, 17. 

In the Pythian procession, the Greeks spoke of breaking from the laurel "the atoning bough." 
The branch-bearing sibyl of the &eid will here be traced. 

The First Decan of Virgo, Albumazer says, was every where a woman with an infant. In the 
planisphere of Dendera, the woman, as the sign, carries the branch: below is a woman holding an 
infant. The. palm-branches, John xii. 13, with which the multitudes greeted the entry of our 
Lord into Jerusalem, acknowledged him as the promised" Branch," Zech. iii. 8, &c. 

Baion is the comer, from Bao, to come. Erigone (Georg. I.), who bears the coming One. 

TABLE VI. 
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n.] 

Prophecie~ 
corrttpond­
lng with the 
figure• and 
lhe nam'!l. 

. Isa. 9. 6. 

Zech.l2.1o. 

*Ps. 96. 13. 

Ps. 121. 3. 

Hag. 2. 7. 
lsa. 40. 10. 
Ps. 91. 13. 

*Zec.l2. 10. 
Gen. 3. 15. 
Isa. 63. 1. 

SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC. 

VIRGO (continued). 

a Tollman (in the foot), the heretofore and hereqfter. { 
Gr., Chiron, the pierced, who piercu. 
- Pholas, the mediator. prayed 

Lat., Rex Centaurus, the king, the centaur, ( kin.gtt 
C t )~I en 

en aurtu. Lwho cometh 
Third Decan. 

BOOTES, a human figure as walking, bearing a branch. 
Names in the F'igure. 

Heb., Bootes, the coming. coming 
_ Arcturua {he cometh. goeth 

a ' the guardian, keeper. Ps.cui.5. keeper 
- Miracb, the coming forth, aa an arroto. a hoot 
- E Mizar, or Izar, guarding, the preaerver. preaerver 
- Muphride, who aeparatea. aeparate 

Arab., Aramech, being aentforth, as a dart. bowman 
Heb., Merga, who bruiaea. break 

- Nekkar, the pierced. Zech. xii. 10. pierced 
Arab., AI Katurops, the branch, treading {rod 

under foot. stamped 
Gr., Arctopbylax, the guardian of Arctoa. Acts v. 23. 

keeper 
-a Arcturus, the atar ao called. Sept. Job ix. 9. 

T1zt1 fiJhere 
lh1 word or Ill 
roo' i• u1ed in 
thU 1en~e in 
lh• H•lwew 
Bible. 

Deut. 32. 7. 
Ps. 10. 16 • 
Ps. 22. 16. 
Gen.20.7,17. 
lsa. 32. 1. 
lsa. 53. 4. 
Job 34. s. 

Ps. 121. s. 
Job 34. 8. 
Cant. I. 6. 
Ps. 64. 7. 
Job 7. 20. 
Gen. 13. 9. 
Jer. 4. 29. 
Ps. 2. 9. 
Ps. 22. 16. 
lsa. 11. 1. 
Dan. 7. 7. 

17 

Hebrew 
roou. 

Albumazer describes Virgo as "a sign of two parts and three forms." Apparently the 
woman and.the branch are the two parts, the ears of corn the third form. He then says, " There 
arises in the First Decan, as the Persians, Cbaldeans, and Egyptians, the two Hermes, and 
Ascalius teach, a young woman, whose Persian name translated into Arabic is Adrenedefa *, a 
pure and immaculate virgin, holding in the hand two ears of com, sitting on a throne, nourishing 
an infant, in the act of feeding him, who has a Hebrew name (the boy, I say), by some nations 
named lbesu, with the signification Ieza, which we in Greek call Christ." Ieza is evidently the 
Hebrew verb "yesha," to save. 

The infant seems to have been figured in this place in the time of Shakespear, as in Titus 
Andronicus an arrow is to be shot up to "the good boy in Virgo's lap." Coma (the desired in 
the Oriental dialects, the head of hair in Greek and Latin) seems to occupy the place of the 
branch. From the Greek meaning of the word, the Alexandrian astronomer seems to have 
taken the idea of calling it the hair of Berenice. That princess had given her hair as a votive 
offering for the safety of her brother. It was lost; and Conon met the difficulty by the assurance 
that it shone in heaven in the constellation Coma. 

Layard gives the figure of an Assyrian goddess who holds an infant in her arms, and reads her 
name Mylitt, or Mylitta, which would be " she who brings forth." Eratosthenes called Virgo 
Isis. Isis, with other Egyptian goddesses differently named, is often figured holding the infant 
deity Horus, be who cometh. From Gaffarelli it appears that " the ancient Arabs figured Virgo 
as a fruitful branch." The Christian Arabs placed an infant near Virgo, as Coma. 

In the sacred books of the Chinese, it was said that "a virgin should bring forth a child in the 
West." 

Among the Gauls, 100 B.c., an altar was found with this inscription," To the virgin who is to 
bring forth." 

The Taurians in the Crimea had human sacrifices to a virgin. Krishna, in India, Mexitli, in 
:Mexico, had no human father. 

All these nations had the zodiac, where they might find the woman, and the branch; but that 
the woman was a virgin, the infant the seed of the woman, prophecy only could have told them. 
R. Ben Jochai on Gen. iii. speaks of Messiah as to be born of a virgin, probably from Isaiah vii. 

The brightest star in the Centaur has been observed by Sir John Herschell to be growing 
rapidly brighter : it seems, therefore, one of the changeable stars. The name Toliman, annexed 
to it by Ulugh Beigh, the star of heretofore and hereafter, indicates an early observation of its 
changes. 

Bootes bas by all antiquity been called the guardian of the constellations called the Great and 
Little Bear. The name Arcturus has been given to the figure, as well as to its brightest star. 

* Adrenedefa, Heb. a pure virgin, offering. Exod. xxxv. 2!1. 
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PrOfJMcNI 
•orrtlpofld­
ing rDilh till 
jgtlrUIIRtJ 
~/a~ JIQffW'Io 

*Isa. 40. 12. 

Ps. 130. 8. 

El:. 15. 16. 

Deut.32. 6. 

Isa. 60. 12. 
Isa. 63. 9. 

ReT. 5. 9. 

Ps. 74. 2. 

I Cor. 6.20. 
Acta 20. 28. 

Ephes.1.H. 
Rev. 14. 4. 

Dan.9.26. 

Num.21.8. 
John 12.32. 

Jsa. 53. 7. 

Ps.ll8. 27. 
Zech.12.1o. 

*Ps. 21. 3; 
132. 18. 

Rev.l9. 12; 
14. H. 

SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC. 

Jihra. 
THE SCALES, THE REDEEMING. 

Tn1l1 •""'' the word orit1 
root i• rued in 
thil 1na1e in 
the HthrttD 
BiiJit. 

LPART 

Hthrtt11 
rooU. 

Hebrew name of the sign, Moza.naim, tke 1----1----
lcales, weighing. Isa. 40. 12. 

Arabic, Al Zubena, purcluue, redempticm,gain. Dan. 2. 8. 

Syriac, Mazatho, scales. 
Coptic, La.mbadis, station of propitiation. Prov. 18. 8. 

Lam, Arab. graciousness ; badia, 
branch. 

Greek, Zugos. Sept. Iss. :rl. 12. N. T. Rev. 
vi. 5. 

Latin, Libra, tceighintg. Vulg. Iss. :rl. 12. 
Names in the Sign. 

Heb., Graffias, IVII!JII away. 

Ezek.l7. 6. 

Jud. 5. 21. 
Arab., a Zuben al Genubi, the purcluue or price tohich 

ia dejicier~t. llolen Gen. 31. 39. 
Zuben al Shemali, tAe Pf'rchue tohich c011wa. 

raimmt Deut.JO.IB. 
Zubenelg, and Zubenesh, corruptions of the above. 
AI Gubi, heaped wp, high. Ps. 68. 15. 
Zuben Akrabi, redemptiOfl qf the conflict. /Jattle Ps. 55. 18. 

Syr., Zuben, /Jwging, gaining. 
First Decan. 
THE CROSS, 

The Mark of Boundary, or Limitation. 

Hebrew name, Adorn, ctdling off, 

{ /Jownd Gen. 49. 26. 
fiUJrlt Ezek. 9. 4. 

Isa. 38. 10. 
Given by Aben Ezra as the name of the South Polar 

Constellation, which ancient tradition said we,s in 
the form of a cross, as was the pole on which the 
brazen serpent was lifted up. Num. :ui. 8. 

Second Decan. 
THE VICTIM, the animal held by the Centaur. 

Names of the Figure. 
Heb., Aseda, to /Je alain. 
Arab., Asedaton, the aaru. 

dutroyed Ps. 137. 8. 

Gr., Thera, /Jeall. S t. {Gen. viii. 19. 
- Lycos, too/f. ep \.Gen. xlix. 27. 
Lat., Victima, Bestia, the trictim, the animal. Vulg. 

Gen. viii. 17. 
Third Decan. 

THE NORTHERN CROWN. 
Names qf the JJ'igure. 

Heb., Atarah, a kingly crOton. {cro~~m . { 
encomp1U81ng 

Arab., AI Iclil, ornament, or jetotl. 
Gr., Stephanos. Sept. Zecb. vi. II. N. T. Rev. n. 2. 
Lat., Corona. Vulg., Zech. vi. 11. N. T. Rev. n. 2. 

Name qfthe chief Star. 
Arab., a A.l Phecca, the •hining. 

Cant. 3.n. 
Zecb. 6. n. 
1 Sa. 23. 26. 
Gen.24.53. 

Ps. 50. 2. 

lll 

ll 
l'1j1 

The emblem of the Scales, or Balance, is found in all the Eastern zodiacs. In some it is said 
to have been held in the claws of the Scorpion ; whence Chelee, the claws, w.as sometimes sub­
lltituted in the West for Libra. (Virg. Georg.) 

In the Persian sphere, the First Decan was a man as in wrath, holding a balance in one band, 
a lamb in the other. Thau, bound or limit, finished, is the name of the last letter of the Hebrew 
alphabet, originally in the form of a cross. Long before the Christian era, the cross was a most 
sacred emblem among the Egyptians. A few days before the sun entered Aries, the ancient 
Persians had the feast of the cross. At that time the Southern Cross was 'risible by night, 
probably about 10• above the horizon. They called Aries, the Lamb. (Dupuis, &c.) 

T.._BLE VII. 
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PrOflfiMUI 
corr.,polld­
lflg tr1W1 IM 
jlg•ro• tJfltl 
4/ttlltJtiUI. 

Gen. 3. 15. 

*Ps. 91. 13. 

lsa. 63. 

Zecb. 13.6. 

Gen. 3. 14. 

Pa. 91. 13. 

lsa.63.J. 

Gen. 3. 15. 

lsa. 63. 

Hag. 2. 7. 

SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC. 

itnr¢11. 
THE SCORPION, THE CONFLICT. 

Hebrew name, Akrab, tlu1 Bcorpion, or { 
tJ,e conflict. tear 

Arabic, Al Akrab, tlu1 Bame, wounding Him 
Syriac, the Bame. [that cometh. 
Coptic, Isidis, attaclc oftlu1 enemy. oppreBB 
Greek, Scorpios.{S:pi }Ps. xci.l~ N •. T. Rev. ~· 3. 
Latin Scorpio. n cleavzng •n con.ftwt. 

' v~. . battle 
NameB ur the Stgn. 

Heb., Lesatb, in the figure of the Scorpion, the perverse. 
Arab., AI Kalb, the clea11ing tU in co'!ftict, the enemy. dog 
-a Antares, the wounding. (Arab. form.) (cutting.) 

First Decan. 
THE SERPENT, held by Opbiuchus. 

T,_ tDTure 
Ua1 ,.,.tlorill 
rool II NIMifl 
till• ....... 
til• B1lwltrl 
Bibl1. 

Ps. 91. 13. 

Ps. 144. 1. 

Gen. 49. 6. 

Gen. 49.!0. 
Ps. 17. II. 

Job 38. 23. 

Prov. 4. 24. 
Ps.22.16. 
Jer. 36. 23. 

Judg.l7- 2. Heb., Alyah, the accur1ed. 
-a Unuk, encomptUiing. 

Azab., AI Hay, the reptile. 
Second Decan. 

Ps. 73. 6. 
li11ing thing Gen. 8. 17. 

OPHIUCHUS, 
Or Berpentarius, a human figure grasping the serpent, 

treading on the scorpion. 
H b d ._.... u • b {the 1erpent. fliper 

e • an Al"iW•• .<UtllC us, held. take 
Arab., {3 Cheleb, or Chelbalrai, in the serpent, qfolding. 
Heb., Triopbas, treading under foot. damped 

Baiph, in the foot, lwuiled. 

- Carnebus, the wounding. { pierced 
treading on 

- Megeros, contending. conjlict 
Arab., a Ras al Hague, head of him tcllo holM. take 

- Ras al Awa, as in Hercules. head 
Hercules, al Rai, Marsic, as in Hercules. 
Gr., Ophiucbus, hnlder qf the 1erpent (as Afeicbus). 
- Esculapius, Cbeleb, who holdl, and Mei, tlu 1erpent. 

Persian, Afl'alius, 1erpent-holder. 
Lat., Berpentarius, holder qf tlu terpenl. 

Third Decan. 
HERCULES, 

A human figure kneeling on one knee, holding a branch, 
the other foot over the head of Draco. 

Name1 of the Figure. 
Arab., El Giscale, the 1trong. wounded{ 

Heb., Marsic, the wounding. (Sept. and Vulg.) ~Word 
- Caiam, pNnilhing (Arab., treading under foot). 

- Ma'asym, the lin-offering. 
chtUtening 

- {3 Kornephorus, the lwanch, kneeling. { :=;:g 

Arab., a Ras al Gethi, head of him who llruilea. pre11 
- Ras al Awa, head of the derired. 
- AI Rai, who llruile1, lweakl. 

Gr., Engonasin, who kneela. Sept. Judg. vii. 6. goelh 
Lat H cui f who cometh to lallour, to ~er. 

·• er es, l the atrong. 1trength 

Isa. 69. 5, 
Exod. 4.4. 

Dan. 7. 7. 
Gen. 3. 15. 
Ps. 22. 10. 
Ps. 60. 12. 
Ps. 39. 11. 
Exod. 4. 4. 
Isa. 9. 15. 

Ps. 24. 8. 
Isa. 63. 5. 
Ps. 42. 10. 

Job 6. 17. 
Isa. 63. 10. 
Judg. 7. 5. 
Lev. 2S. 40. 
Lam. I. 15. 
Isa. 26. 8. 
Ps. 2. 9. 
Job 34. 8, 
Isa. 63. 3, 4. 
2 Sa. 22.40. 

19 

Bt6r1tr1 
roo II. 

The same star has always been reckoned in the head of Hercules as Ras al Gethi, the head of 
him who bruises, and Ras al Awa, head of the Desired, and also in Ophiuchus as Ras al Hague, 
head of him who holds, and Ras al Awa, head of the Desired. Thus is shown that the two figures 
relato to the same person, tho conqueror of the serpent, the Desire of nations. Hag. ii. 7. 

TA.BLE VIII. D 2 
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Proplltdll 
corrt~pond~ 
lng .,;,,. lht 
~gur11 and 
thtnamu. 

SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC. 

i agittarins. 
THE ARCHER, THE GOING FORTH. 

Tuu "''"""' tht fliOrtJ or ill 
rool i1 "'td in 
thi• 1tn1e in 
lht Htbrtw 
Biblt. 

Ps. 45. 4, 5. 
Mic. 5. 2. Hebrew name of the Sign, Kesith, the archer, Gen. 2I . 2o. 
*Gen.10.I3. or the bow Gen. 49. 2t. 
Hab.3.D,n. Arabic, AI Kaus, the arrow. arrows Ps. 46. s. 

Syriae, Kesith. the bow Hab. 3. 9. 

Rev. 8. 2. Coptic, Pi-maere, the going forth. shoot I Sa. 20. 36. 

Ps. 72. 7. 
Ps. 68. n. 

*Ps. 18. 10. 

*Ezek.I.Io. 

Rev. 4. '· 

Ex. 20. 24, 
25 . 

Rev. 8. 3, 

*Ps. 9I. 13. 

lsa. 27. 1. 

Rev. 20. 2. 

Greek, Toxotes, the archer. 
Latin, Sagittarius, the archer, who senik forth Gen. 49. 23. 
· the arrow. I Sa. 20. 20. 

Names in the Sign. 
Heb., Naim, the GracioU8, the delighted in. 

- N usbata, the going or Bending forth. tDent about 
Arab., A1 Naim, the GraciOU8, plea.ant. 

A1 Shaula, the dart. marg. dart 
A1 Warida, tDho come• forth. come• down 
Rucbba er rami, the riding of the bowman. 
U kab . {the bowman. 

r er raiDl, the rider. 
A1 Naim, AI Sadira, the GraciOU8, who BlritleB. 

laboured 

Heb., Terebellum,Bentforth 8Wi/lly. halty{ 

Gr., Croton, the purcha.er, (referring to Libra.) bought 

Firat Decan. 
THE EAGLE, holding the Lyre. 

Heb., {3 Shelyuk. the ji8hing eagle, Lev.{•ent forth 
xi. 17. to ~mite 

- Sulaphat, 8pringing up. groweth 
Arab., AI Nesr, the eagle, Lev. xi. 13; coming ltraight 
Heb., a Vega, he BhaliiJe exalted. triumph 
Lat., Lyra, the lyre, or harp. 

Second Decan. 
ARA, The Altar. 

Arab., AI Mugamra, the completing,jinilhing. per:fect 
Gr., Thusiasterion, altar. Sept. Gen. viii. 20. Rev. vi. 9. 
Lat., Ara, the 1ame. 

Third Decan. 
DRACO, The Dragon, or Serpent. 

Ps. 27. 4. 
Num.l1. 8. 
Ruth I. 20. 
Joel 2. 8. 
Ps. 72. 6. 
Ps. 45. 4, 5. 
Jer. 4. 29. 
Ex. 15. 21. 

Dan. 6. H. 
I Sa. 20. 20. 
Eccle. 7. 9, 
Hos. 3. 2. 

Ezek. I. 10. 
Gen. 3. 23. 
Ex. 2I . 18. 
Ps. I29. 6, 
I Sa. 6. 12. 
Exod. 15. 1. 

Ps. 138. 8. 

Ps. 9I. 13. 

Heb., y Ethanin, the long 1erpent or dragon. { Ps. 9I. 13. 
Exod. 7. 9. 

Grumian, the 8Ubtile. 

Giansar, tht puni1hed enemy. {punilhment 
• enemy 

Thuban, the 8Ubtile (Arab., 1erpent), (wile.) 
- Rastaban, head of the 8Ubtile, or 1erpent. head 

Arab., AI Dib, the reptile. 
- a A1 Waid, who i8 to-be deltroyed. 

El Athik, thefrau4ful. 
El Asieh, the bowed down. Bloop 

Gr., Drakon, the Dragon, Sept. Ps. xci. 13. Rev. u., 
trodden on. tread upon 

Lat., Draco, Vulg., the rame. 

Gen. 3. 1. 
1 Sa. 28. to. 
Ps. I39. 20. 
Gen.41. 33. 
Gen. 3. 15. 

Job 21. 17. 
Ps. 10. 7. 
Job 9. 13. 

Deu. 33. 29. 

(PART 

Htbrlfll 
root.. 

:Tra:! 
Tl' 

,, 
In the First Decan, the Persian sphere had a man with a crooked beak on his head, like tbe 

eagle-god, the Nisroch of Assyrian sculptures. Nesir, the eagle, might be confounded with Shir, 
ntusic, and have given rise to the figure of the lyre. 
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Proplucltt 

dtauritDrnus. 
Tu:t1 whtrt 

corr•lfJond· tht word or it• 
jng with Ill• root U rued in 
jlguru and thil ,.,.,. In 

Hebrt~~~ tht name~. the Hebrt~~~ 

THE GOAT, THE ATONEMENT Blbl1. root1. 

Gen. 4. 4. SLAIN. 
Exod.l2.5. Hebrew name of the sign, Gedi, the lciiJ; Judg. 6. I9. 

cut qff. new down Dan. 4. H. ,l 

Arabic, Al Gedi, the aame. kid Ex. 23.I9. 
Isa. 63. Syriac, Gedi, the kid, (cut off, Syr.) 

{chamber Ps. 19. 5. '1" 
*Lev.l6. 22. Coptic, Hupenius, atation of bearing. bear Lev. 16. 22. MlJn 

barne Isa. 63 • .f. N"all 

Greek, Aigokereus, tlze gaat. 
the Latin, Capricornus, tlze goat, atonement, Ex. 30.Io. ,!l:l 

1inking down. bowed Judg. 6. 27. :nl 

Namea in the Sign. 
Lev. 16. Syr., Dabih, the Bacrijice Blain. Gen. 31.54. n:n 

Arab., AI Dabih, the Bacrijice Blain. 
AI Dshabeh, the Bame, (also the Blaying, Arab.) 
Ma'asad, the Blaying, destroying. Ps. 91. 6. "110 
Sa' ad al Naschira, the record of the cutting off. 1Chr.20.s. "Wl 

record Job 16. I9. ~ 

{Lord Ps. 110. I. p 
Reb., Deneb, the Lord or Judge cometh. Judge Ps. 68. 5. 

cometh Ps. 40. 7. Nl 

First Decan. 
SAGITTA, The Arrow. 

*Ps. 38. 2. Heb., Scham, deatroying. deBolate Ezek.36.I2. ow 
Anciently said to be the Arrow that slew the Eagle. 

Second Decan. 
AQUILA, The Eagle falling. 

Zech.13. 6. Heb., y Tarared, wounded,{~~~meth down. 
Jer. 36. 23. "lrn 
Ps. 72. 6. ,. 

Arab., a AI Tair, the wounding. 
Ps. 22. I6. {AI Cair, the piercing. "\loO 

- AI Okab, wounded in the heel. Gen. 3. IS. ::1,."'1' 
- {3 AI Shain, the bright. acarlet Josh. 2. IS. mw 

Heb., Deneb, as above. 

Third Decan. 
DELPHINUS, 

Called the DOLPHIN, but in the Egyptian planisphere 
apparently figured as a vessel pouring out water. 

Isa. 44. s. Heb., Dalaph,pouring out of water. dropping Prov.19. IS. 'J'rl 
Arab., Dalaph, coming quickly. 

Hab. 2. s. - Scalooin, Btoift (as the .flow of water). Job 24. IS. ~;:-(w) 
Syr. and Chald., Rotaneb, or Rotaneu, 810iftly running 

(as water in the trough). Ex. 2. I6. 10m 

The Goat always has the body of a fish in all the Eastern spheres, and in those of Egypt. 
The Greek sphere has an eagle in the Second Decan, with the end of the arrow ; in the Third, 
the dolphin. In the Persian sphere, in the Third there seems to be both a fish and a stream of 
water. 
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Iaa. .U-:-3. 
*Nam.24.7. 
Boa. 6. 2. 

Johnt.lf; 
7. 37. 

HOI. 6. 2. 
Joel2. 28. 

Acta I. II. 

Iaa. 44. a. 
Iaa. 6S. u. 
Ezek. 47.9. 

*Isa. 64. s. 
Zech. I. s. 
Lu.19.12, r 

15. t 

Ber. 6.1; 
19. II. 

l 

Jn.8. 7. 
Isa.64. 1. 
John J(. a. 
Mat.24.30. 

Act. I. 11. 

I Th. 4. 16. 

SIGNS Oll' THE ZODIAC. 

~qnarins. 
THE WATER-BEABER, THE POURING 

f'uu ....,.. 
IM-loril• 
roolio....,ia 
u.u-;. 
1MB·­
BUie. 

(PART 

FORTK 1------+-----
Hebrew name, Deli, tM Ulater-um. b~ecket{ 
Arabic, Delu, tM •tsme. 
Syriac, tM •ame. 
Coptic, Hupei Tirion, tM nation of pmsriftg 

out. 
Greek, Hydrokoeus, tM pourer fmh of water. 
Lah~ A . {tM riling up 

~...., quanus, and pouring fmh of UJater. 

NtMT~U in tM Sign. 
Heb., Scbeat, tDAo go~tl• mul ntwrrtetlt.. tHfll alxnd 
Arab., 4 Scheat er Schad, or Saad a1 Stllld, t1Jit.o go~tlt. 

mul rdu~th, tu J'OfW#"' 0111, dntnr~. dr~­
- Ancha, tu "-~1 ofpotn'ittg end, tu""" botcl 
- 4 Sa'ad a1 Melik, record of ~ {record 

forth . 
Mon, or Meon, an Egyptian JWDe in the urn, 
-1 orunt. 

First Decan. 
PISCIS AUSTRALIS, The Sontheru YJSb, drinking in 

the water from the um. {tiiiOIIIIt. 
Arab., 4 Fom a1 Haut, t11101111t. of tu folt.. 

Second Decan. 
PEGASUS, The Winged Horse. 

Heb., 4 Markab, retu,.,.ing from qfar 
-13 Scheat, tJJho go~th and retu~th, ( tottll about.) 
- e Enif, th~ branch. !Jough 

Arab., AI Genib, tolt.o carrie.. 
Homau, tu toatw. 

- Matar, tolt.o cmun to 0t1trjloto. pl~t-
Gr. aud Lat., Pegalllll, coming IJtliCkly, joy-{ml!dtd 

fully. rrjoic~th 

Third Decan. 
CYGNUS, The SWIID, Bird of Passage. 

Heb., Azel, toho goe1 and retu,.,... gadlk1t allout 
- Fafage, gloriau~, 1hining forth. 
- y Sadr, tJJho retu,.,.., a1 ira a circle. 
- Adige,flying ~toiftly. 

- Arided, M shall COf1U! dotml. 

Arab., AI Bit'tlO,flying quickly. 
Heb., a Deneb, as in Caprioomus. 
Gr., Cycnos, th~ ~toan, circling, r~tu,.,.ing. 
Lat., Cygnus, tJJho come. and goe1, circlu. 

round about 
jlieth 

{ 
flee 

judg~ 
circuit 
circle 

Nam.24.7. 
Ia. (0. 15. 

Ia. 32.15. 

Ezek.47.5. 
Ia. 63. 12. 

Nom. U.s. 

Num.21.15. 
Ex. 25. 29. 
Job )6. 19. 
Joel3. 18. 

Dan. 6. 2. 

Dan. 6. 2% 
(or 23). 

Ps. 104. 25. 

Mic. 4. 3. 
Num.ll. s. 
Lev. 23. 40. 

Gen. I.%. 
Dent. 28.11. 
Isa.64. 5, 
Ibid. 

Jer. 2. 38. 
Deut. 33.2. 
Isa. 29. 3. 
Deut.28.49. 
Ps. 72. 6. 
Isa. 64. 1. 
Gen. :!7. 43. 
Ps. no. 6. 
Job 22. H. 
Isa. 40. 22. 

CD 

t These four names, now placed in Pegasus, appear properly to belong to the human figure 
In Aquarius. 

The urn alone appears in many of the Eastern zodiacs, with the mao in others, as in the 
Egyptian. 

In tbe Pint Decan, the Persian sphere had a fish, aometimes having a woman' a head, a horse 
in the Beoond, and a bird in the Third. 
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u.J SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC. 23 

Proplleriu ,. T~~tll .,.~;.,.~ 

corr.,pofld.. 

tSttS. 
1M fDOrd orlll 

iflg !Dil4 Ill• root;, tued ill 
flpru ond u,;, lmlt in 
lluMmel. the HebrtiD nm,., 

THE FISH , THE MULTITUDES, Bible. roou. 

Gen. 1. 28. 
UPHELD. 

*Ezek.47.9. Hebrew name,. Dagim, the folia. {fo" 
Ezek. 47.9. } multitude Gen. 48.16. 

, 
Gen. 15. 5. Arabic, AI Hant, the fisk. beaat1 Ps. 104. 25. nm 
Isa. 60. •· Syriac, N uno, the fisk, lengthened out {'011 Job 18. 19. } (a8 po1terit!l)· Ps. 72. 17. l"J 

Mal. 4. '· Coptic, Pi-cot Orion,foh of kim that cometh. 
beast Pa.I04. 25. m'TI 

Greek, Ichthues,foh. Sept. Ezek. :dvii. 9. 
Latin, Pisces, fok, multiplying. Vulg. Ezek. 

xlvii. 9. apr earl Hab. I. 8. mlD 

Name1 in the Sign. 
John 17.21. Heb., Okda, tlu united. Gen. 49. 6. '1TI' 

Isa. 41. 10. Arab., Al Bamaca, the upheld. Pa. 37. 17. 100 
First Decan. 
THE BAND. 

Hoa. 11.4. Arab., Al Risha, the band (bridk). Pa. 32. 9. lC'l 

Second Decan. 
CEPHEUS, a human figure holding a branch. 

Jer. 23. 5. Heb., Cepheus, the branch. branche• Lev. 23. 40. MD:J 
Jer.33. 15. - Cheicua, Caucus, come• a. in a circle. Isa. 40. 22. l'ln 

- Regulus, treading under foot. Sept. Isa. xxxii. 20. 
foot Pa. 8. 6. ~:n 

Acts I. 11. Arab., a Al Deramin, coming quickly, a. in a circle. Eccles. I. 6. t:n, 
- Al Derab, Al Deraf, coming in a circle. round Isa. 29. 3. ,, 
- {3 Al Phirk, the redeemer. redeemed Ps. 136. 24. jTID - Al Rai, and Errai, who brui.tn, brtab. break Job 34 . . 24. } This name has by the Arabs been taken as Ps. 23. 1. Yl 

1hepherd, by the Latins t~ociferator, &c. Iaa. 16. 10. 
Gr., Cepheus, the Branch, called by Euripides the Iring. 

Third Decan. 
*laa. 61. 1. ANDROMEDA, The Chained Woman. 
Iaa. 64. 6, 7. Heb., Sirra, the chained. chaiu Ex. 28. 14. '\'a) 

Dan. 12. 2. - Persea, the 1tretched out. ~pread lsa. 25. 11. 'VoD 
2 Sa. 22. 28. - Adhil, the ajflicted. poor I Sam.2. s. ~, 

- {3 Mirach, the weak. faintneu Lev. 26. 36. -rc - Mizar, the bound. bind Deut. 14.25. "13 
Isa. 64. 11. Arab., Al Mara, the ajflicted. Ruth I. 20. ,tl 

Isa.26.19.l 
Al Moaelaalah ~thegrat~e, Sheol,Hades. hell Ps. 16. 10. 'nNW Ps. 49. 15. - El:.5,1. nW Hos. 6. 2;j ' deli11ered. let go 

13. H. - a Al Phiratz, the broken down. brealreth Job 16. H. rc 
Job 19. 26. Al Maach, Al Amak, 1truclr doum. Mnitten Isa. 53. 4. ro - Misam al Thuraiya, (nebula,) tAe aBBtmbled, { Joel 3. 11. 

the abundance. Isa. 15. 7. 

Gr Andro eda {the Bet fret. liberty Lev. 25. 10. , 
., m ' from death t. death Ps. 9. 13. Mltl 

- Desma, the bound, {Aratus.) 

t By the familiar change of d for th. 

The fishes in Pisces had, in some Eastern zodiacs, the heads of women. The band of Pisces 
is often mentioned in the Arabian poem of Antar as a separate constellation. The Greek sphere 
hll8 Cepheus &J!d Andromeda. 
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24 SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC. (PART 

6ip6 "' Jnnar Znbiat; 
Tut11 .,u.-. .. ; ... ,.., IUroolofiU 

~,. IIHWd occwra He/w.., i•,.eHelw"" rooll. Bible. 
OR, MANSIONS OF THE MOON •. 

Arab., Manzil al Kamar. {mazaloth 2Kgs.23.5. rm!ll 
jlfitll Ps. 147. 18. 'm 

Sanae., Nakabatra, •et, Arab. sense. Syr. 
full- Prov. 7· 20. lCD;) 

Aaru, AI Sberatan, tlu ~. brwiHtl (cut). Zech. xii. 3. Lev. 19. 28. 1:1"'117 
AI Botein, tlu tr«Ulirag urnkr foot. Dent.32.15. llll:l 
AI Thoraiya, tlu r~~tdtitlllk, tlu alnnullmct. lsa. IS. 7. "111' 

TAtl&tiS, AI Debaran, tAt riding (Syr. and Arab.). 
COfllfllmld, roord. 

Heb., by 1 Kgs.I9.9. ,:l, 

AI Heka, tlu COMing. Ezras. 5. ,., 
Gc11un, AI Heuah, tlu tiJ()UJidtd, a.fllictttl. 1!8. 53. •• M)V 

AI Diri, tlu 1tttl ur braiiCA; arr~~ of a tru. { Gen. 3. 15. 
Job 38. IS. } ,, 

CANaa, AI Nethra, tht wtolth. pltnttoa~ Dent. 30. 9. "111' 
AI Terpba, tlu prey. Ge. 49.9,27. .,~ 

L•o, AI Gieba, tlu tzaltoticm (Arab., prince). Ezek.I7.2<1. M:ll 
AI Znbra, the gathering together. loy up Gen. 41. 35. ,:llC 
AI Serpba, tlu braiiCII. bough Ezek. 3I. 5. ')11"10 

Vraoo, AI Awa, tlu duiretl. lsa. 26. 8, 9. M'IK 

Simalt al Azel, IUitaining tlu branch. {,mg. 
Gen. 27. 37. 10D 
Isa. 18. 5. .,, 

Caphir, tilt atonnnent. Exod.39.35. ,!I;) 

LlB&A, AI Znbena, the redeeming. gain Dan. 2. R. l:ll 
AI Iclil, tht eotnpleting. couummotion Dan. 9. 27. n'?J 

8co&PIO, AI Kalb, the cletnting. cage Jer. S. 27. :l.,;) 
AI Shaula, 1ting .or dart. weapon 2Cbr.23.lo. ""117 

8AGI1TA• Al Naim, the graciOtu, delighted in. (marg.){ 
Ruth I. 20. 
Ps. 27. •· DVl &ltiS, Al Beldab, luJitily coming forth. make Aalte 2Cbr.3S.2I. .,o:l 

CAPli.ICOB- AI Dabib, the sacrifice 81ain. Gen. 31. 5f. M:ll 
NtiS, 

{record Job 16. 19. "10117 AlltiAILitiS, Sa' ad al Buli, the record of drinking in. swallow Job 20. 15. 11'?:1 
Sa' ad al Sn'ud, the record qf pouring out 01 a Btream. Num.21.15. .,IV 

AI Achbiyah, wuel of flowing forth. f hearth Jer. 36. 22. MK 
) boil ls.64.2,E.V. Mll:l 

PISCES, AI Pherg al Muchaddem, the progeny from of {young Ps. 84. 3. ""!I old. Micah S. 2. C'lj) 
Al Pherg al Muachher, the progeny of tilt latter time. Job 19. 25. ,nK 
AI Risha, the band. Job 30. u. 10, 

* The twenty.eight spaces of the heavens through which the Moon passes, one in each day, 
are called in Arabian astronomy the Mansions of the Moon. These names are given by Ulugh 
Beigh, also by Alfergani, an Arabic writer cotemporary with Albumazer, and will be found in 
Hyde's Commentary, Freytag's Arabic Lexicon, &c. The Lunar Zodiac was used in China in 
the twenty-third century a.c. (See La Loubere, &c.) The Eastern nations have, from all 
antiquity, made great use of the Mansions of the Moon. A table of them, with their Sanscrit 
names, showing the stars among which they were placed, is given by Le Gentii, Voy. dans les 
lndes, 1779. Under different names they are similarly arranged, as are the Chinese, each sign 
of the Solar Zodiac containing two and a third of these divisions. The Indians have added 
emblems to them ; but these vary in different parts of India. Among the Sanscrit names given 
by Le Gentil, Ahiliam in Gemini accords with Pi-mahi, the Coptic name of the sign, the 
brethren. The popular enumeration is twenty-seven, joining Pisces, Rebady, the multitude. with 
the band; but the acientific is twenty-eight. Among the Chinese names is Mao, in the Pleiades: 
the resemblance to the Greek Maia points to a common origin of the science of astronomy. 
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Proph•cltl. 

Ps. 96. 13. 
Iaa. 35. 4; 

40.10. 
Mic.5.2. 
John 14. 6. 
Heb.10.2o. 
Hab. 2. 3. 
Mat. 24.so. 

Johni4.18; 
21. 22. 

I Cor. 4. 5. 
Heb.I0.37. 
Jude 14. 
Rev. I. 7. 

Ps. ll8. 26. 
Isa. 53. \ 
Ps. 22. J 
Gen. 3. 15. 

Iaa. 53. 
Dan. 9. 26. 
Zech.IS. 6, 

Hag. 2. 7. 
Isa. 9. 6. 
Ps.I02.161 
lsa.60.1;f 

63. 1. 
18.40.10,11} 
Ezk.37.24 
Ps. 98. 9.} 
Isa.59.20. 
Ps. 93. 2. 

THE GALACTIC CIRCLE. 

'gt ®nlndir ~irdt. 
A WAY RETURNING. 

Hebrew, A.rocb, the way. 

Arabic, Tarik al Lubena. 

Syriac, Arocea, the way. 

- Shevil Tevna, way returning. 

path 
{ Tarik, wag 

Al Lubena, white 
wag11 

{ path 
return 

Greek, Gelaxias Cyclos, Galectic circle. ring 
Latin, Gelaxie, the circle, returning. wheel 

Twelve of the decans, or extra-aodiacsl constellations, 
are on this circle or way, in the order here given. The 
tint six having meanings referring to the first coming of 
the promised seed of the woman, descend from Cepheus, 
the branch, to the Southern Cross. Thence the Galectic 
Circle re-ascends to Cepheus, whose other character, 
the crowned king, becomes peculiarly appropriate, the 
six ascending emblems having meanings applicable to 
the return of Him, whose second coming in glory to re­
ceive His kingdom is the theme of unfulfilled, as the 
tint is of accomplished prophecy. 

Si.zJ Emblems relating to the Fir11t Comi11g. 
Cygnu8, the swan, coming, going, and returning. 

Aquila, the pierced eagle. 

Ophiuchus, the conqueror of the serpent receiving the 
wound in the heel. 

Victim, in the hand of the Centaur. 
Southern Cross, the cutting off of the second Adam. 

Si.zJ Emblems relating to the Second Coming. 
Argo, Soheil, the coming of the desired, with his people. 
Sirins, the prince. 

Orion, coming forth, as light. 

Auriga, the shepherd. 

Perseus, the breaker of bonds. 

Cassiopeia, the enthroning. 

Tszl1 "'""' ,,., tiiDrd u 
ould 111 lliil 

'"'" '" thl HebrtwBible. 

Gen.49. 17. 
Judg. 5. 6. 
Dan.I2.10. 
Dan. 5. 23. 
Ps. 77. 20. 
Dan. 4. 34. 
Esth. I. 6. 
Ezek.I 0.13. 

25 

Hebrltll 
root1. 

Can this arrangement be considered as accidental ? Is it not a proof of design ? Does it not 
show a unity of purpose, and what that purpose was,--even to form, in connerion with the un­
changing stara, a memorial that God's unchanging ordinance had been declared to the inventors 
of the astronomical symbols, that to them God had Bpoken '1-

Pisto informs us that many Greek stories were taken from the signification which the sound of 
foreign words conveyed to their ears. Thus may be accounted for the absurd Greek fable as to 
milk. The primitive root Gala, a circle or returning way, had the sound of their familiar name 
of milk, Gala, a word probably derived from another oriental root, Chalav, milk. Another word, 
Laban, white, also used in Arabic for milk, would assist the mistake, the white circle or way 
wss construed the milky. North American Indians, and even Greenlanders, have given a more 
poetical meaning to this celestial arch of glimmering light. It was to them the path of the spirits 
of their ancestors ascending to their heavenly abodes. In early Christian times our forefathers 
cslled it Jacob's ladder, on which the patriarch had beheld angels ascending and descending, as 
they will hereafter on a greater than Jacob. Why, then, should we cleave to the puerile heathen 
legend, equally incongruous with the nature and the aspect of that sublime wilderness of worlds ? 
the names, not the appearance, having suggested the tale ; for there is not the whiteness of milk 

·in the dim effulgence of those faint and far-off luminaries. In such assemblages, such nebula!, 
as this Galactic Circle to which our sun belongs, the Creator has congregated the heavenly bodies 
throughout the almost illimitable universe of &tara. The arbitrary groupings which we call con­
stellations exist not in nature, but in the imagination of man. 
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26 THE TWELVE SIGNS, (PART 

'yt ~mtlnt ~ign11, ~nnllrrit nnh ~yintlit. 

SANSCRIT, s~milic 
CHINESE, 

.-f1 gi- bv Sir W. Joru1, Le Gentil, and root1. .-fl gi•en b11 Martini, 
Prof. Wiuon'• Sa,c. Lez. Hul. Sin. 

AILI.E8, Mesha 1, 1 a ram,orananima~maitten, 
Mecham, j tl!.ovght to be a u in Isa. 63. 4. lT.)) Pe Yaugh, 

~pecie1 qf dog. aacrijice white 1heep. 
TAUILUB, Vrisha, 1 a bull MUlling on Job 15. 26. \"" Kin Nieu, 

Urouchabam, ( • golden bull. 
GEMINI, Mit'huna, }a pair. twina Cant. •. 5. ON., Shang Hiung, 

Mitouam, two brother•. 
CANCBB, ~. }cancer. to encircle ,'J Kiu Hiai, 

LEo, Sinha, } a lion. (A dark lion l great crab. 

Simham, found in India and f Ps. 91. 13. m-a, Sin, 
Syria.) lion. 

VI BOO, Canya, a young girl. gained Gen.4.!. mp ShaNiu, 
h&uae of Virgo. 

LIBRA, i~:~· }a balance. going up Ezek. 9. s. ~ Tien Tchingh t, 

ScoRPIO, Vrischica, }s . llruue, cruah Judg. 9. 53. \"" Tien Kie. Vrouchicam, coryao. 
8AGI1TA• Danos, a bow. } armour I Kgs.22.3S. ll Gjin Ma, BIUB, Dhanasou, an arrow. 
CAPBICOB· Macara, 1 a apeciea of foh, or marine man-horae. 

NUS, Macaram, ( animal. Mu Thien, 

AQUABIUB, Cumba, }water-t>ue. ameiUUre,cab 
mountain aheep. 

Coumbam, 2 Kgs.6.2s. :ljl Pao Piugh, 

PISCEs, Mina, 1 Nuno, Syr.foh. 
precioua t>IUt. 

Minam, Jfiah. Shang Yu, 
twofol!.el. 

I The first name is Sir W. Jones's, the second Le Gentil's. 
2 The claws of Scorpio apparently occupy the place of Libra. 

The idea of the first sign, the Lamb slain, seems preserved in the name Mecha. 
Taum, twin, is recognizable in Mitouam; the Arabic dual of it, in Mit'huna. 
The root Car, to encircle, is preserved in Cancer. Sir W. Jones says, Sinha is always and 

evPry where a lion, as here in the Chinese. 
It is to be observed that Virgo is not Ankana, a woman, but Kana, a girl. Here, as every 

where else, in the balance of the zodiac, one scale is going up, according to its Arabic name, 
AI Genubi, the deficient. The price outweighs the purchased or redeemed. In Capricorn, the 
goat with the body of a fish, the fish-half predominates in the Sanscrit of Jones and Le Gentil, 
the goat in the Chinese, as in the Hebrew and Arabic; but a more recent Sanscrit lexicon gives 
Macara as the figure of Capricorn in the zodiac, the forepart a goat, the latter a fish's tail. 
Car&, bowing down, J udg. vii. 6, would be the root. In all these, the vase alone is noticed in 
Aquarius. Shang, two, in the Chinese, corresponds with Sheni, two, in Hebrew. Sir W. Jones 
aays the Indian zodiac was not derived from any other nation, but time immemorial from their 
own ancestors. If, as many great scholars assert, the Brahmins are descendants of Abraham by 
his wife Keturab, their astronomy was from him, his fame as a great astronomer being recorded 
by ancient historians. (See Josephus.) The Hebrew (or Chaldee) roots in Sanscrit are also 
in the same manner to be accounted for. 

Le. Gentil thinks the Indisn and Chinese astronomv came from Cbaldea. Abraham was a 
Chaldean, and is said by Josephus and others to have taught the science to the Egyptians. 

The Siamese worship " the eternal heavens," under the name Sommona Kodom, words which 
being purely Hebrew testify to such an origin of their astronomy, which they trace from the 
remotest antiquity. 

In the Chronicon Pascbale, it is said that Androubarius, a descendant of Arpbaxad, taught 
astronomy to the Indians. The olfspring of Abraham were descendants of Arpbaxad. In 
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II.] SANSCRIT AND CHINESE. 27 

Androubariua there is a root, meaning devoted to God, also son; it might be the son of one de 
voted to God, of Abraham. When Alexander took Babylon, Chaldean observations were found 
for 1903 years back. 

In an Indian zodiac given in the Phil. Trans. 1772, Virgo is at the solstice, which was as early 
as 4000 B.c. In a Buddhist zodiac, there is in Gemini a woman holding a golden cord, indi­
cating the idea of the sign, union. The Chinese very early began their year from 16° Aquarius, 
where they had observed a winter solstice. This must have been antediluvian. There is a 
Chinese record of an eclipse of the sun 2160 B.C. 

In some Chinese zodiacs, the twelve signs are figured by twelve branches. 
Upham speaks of the Tibetian, Chinese, Tartarian, and Mongul zodiacs as resembling each 

other, and partly also the Mexican, for which he refers to Humboldt. 
Humboldt eays, "The Chinese, who observed nature carefully, and recorded with accuracy 

what they saw, have circumstantially noted the path of comets more than 000 years B. c. ;" also, 
that their historical existence and regular chronology go back to 2400 B. c. 

In Mart. Hist. Sin. the Chinese zodiac is given as above, with the claws of Scorpio taking the 
place of Libra. 

Early missionaries report having found in China the mother with the infant in her arms as an 
object of worship, having a temple, and called the " Queen of heaven." 

The Cali Yug, the complete circle or epoch, was the great Indian astronomical period of 3317 
years. Yng, circuit, :nn, Job nii. 14. Cali, complete, n;:., Gen. ii. I. It began 3102 B.c. 
Bailly's examination led him to consider it correct, and from actual observations. He says that 
" the sciences of the ancients were only the fragments of those earlier known to an antediluvian 
people." To this people he attributes a knowledge of the true system of the world, the return 
of comets, the exact measure of the earth, the starry nature of the galaxy, and the plurality of 
worlds, "this people originating the Chinese, Babylonians, Persians, Indians." This opinion 
corroborates the traditions of the ancient Persians, Arabs, and Hebrews, which attribute the origin 
of astronomy and other sciences to the family of Seth. 

Tables brought by Le Gentil from India coincide with the Cali Yug. The calculations of 
Bailly have been verified by Playfair, and show that these tables wonderfully coincide with modern 
science. (Rees' Cyclopmdia.) 

The Buddhist zodiac commences with Aries figured as a goat, followed by the bull, twins, 
<Tab, lion, woman with fruit, balance, scorpion, a bow for Sagittarius, a deer for Capricorn, an 
urn for Aquarius, and two fishes for Pisces. It is accompanied by figures for the Mansions of 
the Moon, also by others which may refer to the decans; as, three birds with Scorpio and Sagit­
tarius, and a cobra with the Lion. (See Upham's Buddhism.) 

Sir Wm. Drummond says, that In the Buddhist astronomy there is mention of a planet beyond 
Saturn, which is called Rayn or Rahini. 

Upham also gives a Birman zodiac, the ram, the bull, a woman with a musical instrument for 
Gemini, the crab, the lion, a woman with fruit for Virgo, a man with scales, an animal with eight 
legs, like a scorpion, the archer, Makara the sea-monster, the vase, and two fishes crossed. 

Albumazer, in Gemini, gives a man playing on a flute in the second decan of the Persian 
sphere. 

The Siamese and Indians are said to have cycles and very ingenious periods, and yet to be 
ignorant of the figure of the earth, the cause of eclipses, and even of the phases of the moon. 
Their cycles, &c., are therefore derived from ancestors more scientific than themselves. 

In deriving the Sanscrit names from Hebrew roots, it is supposed that they were transmitted 
from Noah, and perhaps Abraham, as proper names of the objects, as such preserved in Sanscrit 
literature without reference to their radical meaning, as the names Orion and Arcturus, and 
others, have come down to the nations of the West. Sir W. Jones and others consider the 
Indian astronomy to be far older than their literature or their history. 

"A conjunction of Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, and Mercury was assumed as an epoch by the 
(Chinese) Emperor Chwen Hio, and found by Bailly to have happened s.c. 449." "The 
Emperor Chong Kang put to death his two chief astronomers for not giving the right time of a 
solar eclipse which took place B. c. 2169." (Smythe, Celest. Cycle.) 

The miraculous birth of the infant whose figure is found in some ancient zodiacs is indicated 
in the signification of Kana, or Canya, "a girl of nine years old." (Wilson, Sause. Lex.) 

"In the early Chinese histories the first man, called Pwan-roo, is said to have been produced 
soon after the period of emptinesa and co'lfusion. He knew intuitively the relative proportions 
of heaven and earth, with the principles of creation and transmutation. The first names in the 
histori<'al line of rulers are Y ao and Shun. Y ao seems to have been Noah, as a great flood is 
said to have happened in his time ; and his era agreeing with that of the deluge, Shun may have 
been Shem." (Medhurst on China.) 

E 2 
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28 THE PLEIADES. 

PLlnADB8{Heb., the congregation of the Judge. { 
Gr., the abundance, Rom. vi. I. allound 

Arab., Wasat, the centre. fotmdation 
- AI Thuraiya, the alnmdance. 

Sanscrit, Cartiguey, the daughters of Carteek, circling (Arab.). 
Carteek was said to be the general of the celestial armies. 

Heb., Arab., Egypt., Atlas, high, tu a mountain. eminent 
Gr., Pleione, allundance. 

Maia, multitudes. many 
Electra, the aliundance (with El prefixed). 
Taygeta, bound together. bunch 
Celene, the collected together. all 
Merope, the tceakened. 
Asterope, the light, Job xi. 17, thatfaih, i8 weak. 

f the centre,foundation, Ps. civ. 4. btue 
Alcyone, lthe eltablilhed, Ps. lxxxvii. 6; lxuix. 2, 4, 

24, 37. 
Lat. Vergiliee {the centre, Arab. t7ertez. 

' ' of the revolving, rolled. 
Heb., Chima, accumulation. Arab. sense, cumulru. 

(PART 

T•zll fDAWI 
lA. tDOrd or iII 
rool llu,.din 
thU .,, in nn,..., 
lh• H•brttD f'OOU. Bibl•. 

Ps. 74. 2. l"l"lll 
Job 31. 11. 

.,.,!) 

Ps. ll. 3. 1'1111 

Isa. 16. 7. "11'1' 

Ezek.l7. 22. O,n 
Rom,6.1. 
Gen. 17. 4. 10:1 
Jer. 33. 6. "11'1)1 

Ex. 12. 22. 'I~K 

Gen. 41. 57, 0,;) 
Jer. 38. 4. ns, 
lsa. 31;. 3. 
I Kgs.7. 27. p 

Gen. 29.10. .,~ 

Job 9. 9; i"1D'l 
38. 31. 

The group called the Pleiades is, perhaps, the best known of all the constellstions. It is a 
spot of dim light, in which ordinary eyes can distinguish llix stars : by some, more are dis­
cerned ; and by the telescope still more and more, as its powers are increased. Greek tradition 
tells, that there were originally seven stars distinctly seen, but that at the time of the Trojan 
war one disappeared, going off like a comet towards the north pole. This group is figured 
as seven in the Mansions of the Moon of Indian astronomy 1, though in the story concerning 
them, the daughters of Carteek are said to be but six, thus indicating the Indian astronomy to 
be more ancient than their mythology. In the Greek fable, the BetJen stars were called the 
daughtera of Atlas and Pleione. Atlas may mean high, Pleione is a multitude; four of the 
names given to the daughters ~ mesu multitude, abundance, 118 does their Oriental name 
AI Thuraiya; two others mean that which fails; the seventh and most remarkable, AI Cyone, 
Is the btue, the foundation, the centre. It will be seen that in these names there is no allusion 
to the number seven. Those who gave them to this group of &tars saw them to be a multi­
tude. The names signifying multitude seem to have been given to the whole constellation in 
the Oriental dialects : that of Pleiades, by which it wsa known to the western nations, con­
veyed the same meaning. The star which disappeared seems to have been changing or growing 
dim, when the names Merope and Asterope were given. 

Wasat, an Arabic name either of the Pleiades or of their brightest star, transmitted by 
Ulugh Beigh from early Arabian 1111tronomy, is the centre. It thus testifies, like that of Alcyone, 
to the knowledge of the first lllltronomers of the long lost but lately recovered fact, that in this 
group is the centre of that astral system of which our sun forms part. The Latin name V ergiliee, 
centre of the revolving, contains the same reference, if explained by its primitive roots. The 
ancient Greek name Alcyone, now so celebrated in the annals of science, is evidently of Oriental 
origin, having the Arabic and old Hebrew article AI, prefixed to its root Cyon, centre. Its 
meaning, centre, foundation, anticipates one of the greatest achievements of modern 1111tronomy, 

1 Ideler, Le Gentil, Ulugh Beigh, &e. 
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II.) !JRSA MAJOR AND MINOR. 29 

the discovery that to this point, this centre, gravitates the whole magnificent arrangement of 1tars 
called the Galaxy, to which onr sun belongs. The latent, long overlooked meaning of these 
nsmes e.r:ists in the dialects of the countries in which it is allowed astronomy bad its birth. A. 
mOlt important aanction is thns afforded to the explanation which attributes to the nsmes of 
astronomy a signification far beyond the idle tales of Indian, Egyptian, Greek, and Latin 
mythology ; a signification discoverable by the primitive roots they contain, and connecting them 
with the prophecies recorded in the Holy Scriptures. 

Jr.5a majnr anh Jllinnr, 
CALLED THE GREAT AND LESSER BEAR. 

It has been remarked by Oriental scholars that the Arab astronomy abounds with slluslons to 
cattle, but without observing that the camel, the peculiar possession of the desert tribes, does not 
exist among the emblems. Only once, if at sll, does even the name occur among the more 
obscnre names of minor stars, as it is said to do in Cancer. Were proof needed that astronomy 
did not originate in Arabia, this circumstance would afford it. The cattle with which the 
nomenclature of the stars abounds are the lamb and the kid of sacrifice, the flock of tho 
shepherd, the sacrificial ram and bull of the zodiac, where the western nations still behold them : 
but besides these are the magnificent emblems of the greater and lesser sheepfolds, with their 
sheep, long obscnred by fable and misconstruction of the names by which they were originslly 
di..otinguished-names perverted by the Greeks and Romans, but still to be traced in the records 
of Oriental astronomy. Most people know the remarkable constellation never setting to 
European climes, cslled by some the Greet Beer, by others the Plough or Charles's wain. In 
reference to the starry host, the book of Job mentions Ash, saying, "Canst thou guide Ash 
and her offspring?" where the English has "Arcturus and his sons," according to the 
confessedly imperfect Greek translation of this most ancient and difficult book. It is not, 
however, far wide of the real meaning in this place, as Arcturus, though not in the same 
constellation, appears to lesd or govern the three stars where we still find the name Benetnaiah, 
the daughters of Ash, the assembled. The Arabs still call this constellation AI N aiah, or 
Annaiah, the ordered or assembled together, as sheep in a fold. The ancient Jewish com­
mentators on Job BBY that Ash is the seven stars of the Great Bear. In the three sau, miscalled 
the tail, where we find the name Benetnaiah, there is also Mizar, a guarded or enclosed place. 
Another name is Alioth, the ewe or she-goat, near which is the star celebrated in modem astro­
nomy, AI Cor, the lamb, in Arabic also Seya, the lamb, where the smsll star is now ascertained to 
revolve, to circle round the large one. Cor originslly means to go round, as the lamb remark· 
ably does in the joy of its young existence. This name in this place must suggest the inquiry 
whether the modern discovery were not known to those antediluvian astronomers, the perfection 
of whose organs of sight, formed to last a thousand years, might show much that telescope• 
have shown to their shortlived descendants. Among the other names in this constellation, 
El Acola also is a fold ; Phacad is a watched or guarded place; Dubhe, in Hebrew a she-bear, 
is still written on onr globes. In Arabic Dubah is cattle, and in Hebrew Daher is a fold, either 
of which might be easily mistaken for Dubhe by the Greeks, and understood as a bear. There is 
no fignre of a bear in the Egyptian planisphere, nor was there in the Persian and Indian spheres, 
which each had three maidens, no doubt the three daughters of Ash. · 

The Scandinavian tribes appear to have retained the name; but that they did not invent it 
may be inferred from the remark of the North American Indian, that those who first cslled it so 
had never seen a bear; for what bear ever bad a long tail ? It is observable that this Indian 
tribe cslled the constellation the bear. " Among the Algonquins of the Atlantic and the 
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30 ORION. [PART 

Miasisaippi, the Narragansets, and the IDinois, the north star was called the bear 1." It is called 
the chariot of Thor in Danish and Icelandic. By the ancient Britons it WIJ:S given to their hero 
Arthur, as Talyn Arthur, the harp of Arthur, was their name for Lyra. With the living a.nimal 
the Scandinavians were well acquainted, u were the Cbalde8118, Hebrews, and Syrians, to whom 
the remark equally applies. 

The appellation Septentriones, the seven which turn, gives rise to a frequent epithet of the 
north. The Rabbins and Arabs having called these stars Ogilah, going round, as on wheels, a 
wain in Hebrew and Arabic, may account for that name sometimes applied to them. 

In the name of the nymph Calisto, by Greek fable said to be changed into the constellation, 
we find the Semitic root which we meet again in the west as Caula, a sheepfold. With the 
idea of a sheepfold ' in the mind, it needs but to look at these seven remarkable stars to perceive 
how well is imaged there the fold, and the sheep proceeding from the comer of it, as if following 
the bright star Arcturna, always said to be the guardian of these stars, whatever they might be 
called. Arcturna means He cometh, the guardian or keeper. From the root" to come" was also 
formed Areas, by the Greeks said to be the name of Ursa Minor. Areas, by the Greeks said to be 
changed into the Lesser Bear, was also called the son of the Supreme Deity: the name of the 
chief star, Al Gedi, the kid, or Lamb of sacrifice, would carry with it that mysterious tradition. 
In the Persian sphere there are three maidens walking in Ursa Minor, waiting on Him who was 
to come, as the name Kochab expresses. As in Ursa Major, the Semitic names show that here 
also was set forth the fold and the fiock : the fold, in Scripture metaphor the Church; the 
flock, the Lord's people. If from Areas we derive the names of the arctic and antarctic hemi­
sphere, to those epithets we may annex appropriate meanings: the hemisphere in which He 
came, who was to come, of whom the polar star was the emblem, being called the arctic, that 
in which He came; the opposite, the antarctic, that in which He did not come. 

®rinn. 
Orion, the splendid 3 , coming as light, the most brilliant and striking constellation in the starry 

heavens, has been claimed by the pride of man, from Nimrod, the first of those mighty hunters 
whose prey was their fellow-man, to Napoleon, whose almost equally extensive empire, won by 
the sword, was dashed from his grasp, his empire smitten, though not unto death, by the 
predicted wound from the sword of late-resisting Europe'. Where is their glory, where are they 
now, those kings of nations who said in their hearts, "I will exalt my throne above the stars 
of God, I will ascend above the heights of the clouds ? 6 " The awful depths of unfathomed 
eternity seem to re-echo, " Where ? " Meanwhile the starry emblem of the Mighty One, "who 
was, and is to come," looks down in dazzling and undiminished lustre on their mouldering dust. 
Long before Nimrod had founded the first worldly monarchy of bloodshed and oppression, 
whose ruins now being disinterred tell of its ancient tyranny and utter destruction, this heavenly 
memorial of prophecy had been consecrated to the glory of a King 6 who shall rule in righteous-

I Bancroft's Hist. ofU. S. 
2 The Christian Arabs, interpreting Ash as the tUaemlJly of mourners at a funeral, called the 

four stars the bier of Lazarus, and the three of the tail Martha, Mary, and a handmaiden: bnt 
the ancient names, cattle, fiock, and fold, show that a funeral could never have been the original 
meaning. 

3 The name is so interpreted by Prof. Lee. Hesiod speaks of the " strong" or mighty 
"Orion." 

' Rev. xiii. 3. 5 Isa. xiv. 13, 14. 
6 The native Irish still call this figure Caomai, the armed king. 
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II.) ORION. 31 

ness, whose kingdom shall have no end. 'l:he names annexed to the constellation, the mighty 
one, the prince, the ruler, no doubt suggested the original assumption of it, as imaging the first 
temporal monarch, and the earlier assumption suggested that of later years. But, if earlier, 
the claim of Nimrod is no better than that of Napoleon. The sycophants of the old Assyrian 
had no more power to annex a new name to the constellation than the admirers of the recent 
aspirant for the same honour : no ancient appellation has any more trace of Nimrod than of 
Napoleon. During the first French empire this starry figure was by some few in France called 
the constellation Napoleon. When the fallen conqueror was on his way to exile, he is said to 
have asked a village priest, what " those stars" were called. The priest replied, he had never 
studied astronomy. Such is "fame!" The flatterers of the modern Nimrod were more daring 
than those of the ancient, who appear to have waited till death had removed their hero from the 
infirmities and vicissitudes of human life. With what feelings must he have seen the stars once 
called after his name rise above the prison rocks of St. Helena I If the age of hero-deification 
was past in his day, in that of Nimrod it seems to have begun to mingle with the earlier and less 
ignoble worship of the host of heaven. Before Nimrod was a sovereign, " the host of heaven" 
had been penerted from their original destination of " declaring the glory of God," to the first 
deviation from the patriarchal religion, that of honouring the aymbol with the honour due alone 
to the thing symbolized. 

In the book of Job mention is twice made of Chesil, translated and generally considered to be 
the constellation Orion ; but as the word occurs in the plural, Chesilim, in I sa. xiii. 10, and as 
there is but one Orion, this name mnst have a different intention. It always, however, is 
attributed to Orion, and in its radical meaning of bound together well applies to the nebulee so 
remarkable in this constellation, stars bound together by the all-pervading law of gravitation. 
From this most ancient name, and from that of Misam, assembled, applied to other nebulee, it 
appears that those who gave them saw what Lord Rosse's great telescope has only lately made 
plain to modern science. Those ancients knew that these white clouds of light in the far depths 
of space were tu11embled orbs, bound together by the univeraallaw of the universal Lord. 

In the modern sphere, the foot of Orion is on the hare, a most unintelligible position ; but 
originally, as may be seen in Egyptian remains 1, his foot was on the serpent. Arnebeth, the 
hare coming to rend, or tear, the vegetable crops, seems to have been substituted for the similar 
eounding. "enemy of Him that cometh." A serpent was figured in this place in Oriental 
spheres. The foot upon the serpent's head was the distinguishing mark of the seed of the 
woman, whether as the lamb, the lion, the kneeling Hercules, the con11icting Ophiuchus, or 
Orion " coming forth as light'·" The victory over the serpent, and the wounded foot, equally 
indicate Him in ancient mythology. The Greeks degrading Orion into a mere hunter, yet gave 
him divine parentage, and presened the tradition of the wound in the heel from a venomous 
creature, which aids in identifying the Mighty One here figured with the promise of the Redeemer 
who should come "travelling in the greatness of His strength." 

t As the Dendera planisphere. Theze is a crested bird on the serpent's head in this place, 
said to be tlie hoopoe, an emblem of uncleanness among the Egyptians. From this it has been 
thought t.he figure of the hare might arise. 

' By the Egyptians Orion was called the constellation of Orus, both names meaning who 
come•· 
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32 NAMES OF THE .ANTEDILUVIAN PATRIARCHS. 

Jiamu nf t~t infthilnnian ~atriarr~ll. 
Propleciu 
torrupond-
irag ia t11ortl or 
tw• tDitla u.. 
~gMr., antl 
II&~ MtntJI. 

Rom. 8. 3. 
Exocl. 12. 

Heb. 1. 2; 
3. 2. 

Isa. 63. a. 

Ps.2.s.} 
Eph.I.H. 

John 1.1s. 

Ps. 72. e. 

John 2. 21. 

Ps. 68. 20; 
49. 15, 16. 

Gen. 3.15. 

Isa. 53. 4. 

Isa. 53. 5. 

Adam, the likmeu, of God. 
ARIES, Ike lamb, to which Ike promiaed seed ia 

likmed. 

Seth, appointed. 
TAuaus, he ia appointed to nbdue all enemies. 

Enos, nffering. BOrrOW 
GKMINI, in tht htm~t~n Mture, wounded in the heel. 

Cainan, gaining or purchasing a poa1e11ion. 
CANCER, the purchased pouearion. 

bought 

Mahalaleel, the shining forth of God. { ~i~ed 
LEo, coming forth to separate good from eml.' 0 

Jared, lit rllall come down. 
VIRGo, tilt brancll or reed of the woman •hall come 

down. 
Enoch, dedicated, aa a temple. 

LIBKA, tilt redemption, by Ilia ae{f-dedication. 

MethU!elah,.from deatll .le releaaea. {death 
let go 

ScoRPIO, wounded in the heel, At bruiae• tilt head 
oftlltftWmy. 

Lamech, being amitten. 
SAGI'ITARIUs, aa by the arrow going forth. 

Noah, he gi11ea re.t. 
CAPRICORNU81 by the atoning racri.ftce, of hia death. 

cortifort 

Such are the meanings of the names of the ten ante­
diluvian Patriarchs. Early Christian tradition baa said, 
that in them is contained the whole scheme of the Gospel. 
The coincidence of the last eight with eight of the Signs 
of the Zodiac, as explained in the preceding tables, is 
evident. Seth, to whom is attributed the invention of 
these Signs, seems to have desired to c:all his descendants 
by names alluding to the prophecies expressed in them. 
He ~ight observe that the divinely given name of Adam, 
the likenea•, would accord with the divinely ordained 
sacrifice. The Lamb was the appointed likene11 of the 
coming of the second Adam, whose redemption he had 
typified in the emblems he had chosen: the sign of the 
Lamb, or Ram, he might therefore connect with the 
name of Adam. The name which his mother had given 
to himself would also agree with the next of his emblems. 
He, whose coming in power the chief of the herd pre­
figured, was also the appointed. In the following eight 
names the correspondence is so close, as to indicate de­
sign. If that design was to follow out the analogy of 
the Signs, two more names were required : we find them 
in Shem and Arphaxad, in whom was continued th!lline 
of the promised Messiah. {'et 

Sam. 23 .5. Shem, ordained, att up. def 
AQUARIUS, ariring,pouring out ble1ring1. ma t 

. {leaning on Ps. 22. 22. Arphaud, aupport1ng tAr aaaembly. au bl 
Pis en, the multitudtB united by tht band. tm !I 

TABLE XVII. 
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IM word or it1 
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Gen. 1. 26. 
Ps. 102. 6. 

Gen. 4. 26. 

lsa. 17. II. 

Dent. 32.6. 

Job 31. 26. 
Gen. 14. 22. 

Ps. 72. 6, 

1 Kgs.8.63. 

Isa. 25. s. 
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Isa. 53. 4. 

Ex. 33. 14. 

Gen. 5. 29. 
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Exod. 2.14. 
2Sam.23.s. 
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II.) NAMES OF THE ANTEDILUVIAN PATRIARCHS. 33 

It has been observed that the names of the antediluvian patriarchs, as enumerated in Gen. 
v. and I Chron. i., contain the whole echeme of the Gospel. The assertion has been differently ex­
plained by clliferent expositon ; all however agree in referring it to the meanings of the names in 
Hebrew. 

All names in all languages have meanings : among the more obvious in English, for example, 
are Grace, Ruth, Patience, Victoria ; among those less so are Robert, meaning strong ; Georgv, 
a tiller of the earth ; Anna, gracious. 

In this genealogy we have the authority of the context for the intentional application of the 
name of Noah. We may therefore infer that the intermediate names were also given with some 
intended application of their ancient Hebrew significations. Their roots are to be found in the 
Hebrew Scriptures, used in the sense here attributed to them, which, in some instances, diffen 
from the meanings heretofore given, where the texts in which the words are used have not been 
referred to by those who explained them. 

If these successive names be found to form a sentence containing a meaning, it appeal'll pro­
bable that the meaning Was designedly expressed ; if this meaning contain prophecy, it shows that 
a revelation had been given. That it doe1 contain prophecy may be made clear to the English 
reader as follows :-

• 
The likeness of God, appointed, suffering . 
Gaining a possession, the shining forth of God, He shall come down. 
Dedicated, from death he releases, being smitten. 
He gives rest, ordained, supporting the assembly. 

Each of these four lines in the original would consist of three words. Such is the measure 
of the Song of Moses, Deut. :uxii., and such that of Lamech in the line of Cain, which bas ofteq 
been cited as the earliest poetry. 

The tradition that these names contain the whole echeme of the Gospel is corroborated by the 
somewhat similar meanings in the names of Cain's posterity. In the line from which the Messiah 
was to descend, the names are more clearly expressive of the prophecy, and given in such succes­
trion as to convey it. In the family of Cain, they are only as it were a faint echo of the promise 
made to the common ancestor. The eldest son of Cain was called Enoch, dedicated, probably 
becanse, as the firstbom, he was to be the religious as well as temporal head of the family. Such 
was the birthright which Esau failed to recover, though he sought it with many teal'l!. To the 
name of lrad, the next in succession, the meaning usnally annexed is that of " a wild ass," in 
Syriac, untamed, in Arabic, hard to subdue, as if inheriting the temper of his gnudfather Cain : 
the next, Mehujael, declaring God, written by the Sept. as they write Mahalaleel, and having 
nearly the same trignification. Methusael, his death is required, may set forth the doctrine taught 
by the rite of sacrifice. These two last names encourage the hope that the promise of the 
coming Saviour was not wholly disregarded among the Cainites. The name of Lamech, trixth in 
the line of Cain, and eighth in that of Seth, has the same meaning in both : whether it had any 
reference to his homicide is not known. It is considered that with him polygamy began ; and 
he named his offspring not after spiritual, but temporal good. Jubal, fruit of the earth; Tubal­
cain, worldly possession; Zillah, likeness or shadow, as of the parent; Nilamah, gncious. 

Had the names of the patriarchs of the chosen family merely individually referred to the 
promised Redeemer, as .did many in later times, their series would not thus have formed a 
sentence or stanza conveying the prophecies, amplified much beyond what is contained in the 
promise of the seed of the woman. 

If, as antiquity asserts •, Seth was the inventor of astronomy, his arrangement of the emblems 
would account for the sequence of the names of his descendants, most of whom he lived to see. 
The meanings and order of these names therefore fumish corroborating evidence that such was 
the origin and intention of the signs. 

1 Were it proved that Chinese or Egyptian chronology went back further than the date 
nsually assigned to the deluge, there might have been transmitted' by Noah the history of his 
ancestOI'Il, or of chiefs and dominion• in the line of Cain, especially if connected ,..ith astronomical 

.F 
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34 NAMES OF THE ANTEDILUVIAN PATRIARCHS. (PART 

NOTE ON ENOCH. 

Enoch was considered by the ancient Hebrews, Persians, and Arabs as one of the originators 
of astronomy. The book now extant in his name was found by Bruce in Abyssinia. It has 
been translated by Abp. Lawrence, who remarks in his preface, that as the writer gives the 
length of the day as from eight to twelve hours, he must have lived between 46° and 49° N. Lat., 
and might therefore be one of the ten tribes located in Media. It is certain that in the second 
century there was such a book, as Tertullian spoke of it. He thought it inspired; but the more 
leamed Origen rejected it. St. Jude had previously adopted the prophecy of Enoch, but not as 
a book : it might be received from tradition as spoken. 

It has been observed that succeeding prophets frequently use the very words of those who 
preceded them. Moses, in Dent. :uxiii. 2, has been supposed to refer to this prophecy of Enoch, 
as also Zech. xiv. 5. St. Peter, in his Second Epistle (ii. 17, 18), is considered to allude to the 
prophecy of Enoch, alao Jude 12, 13, 16, where the ideas and even the expressions of the two 
Apostles remarkably coincide, The prophecy expressly quoted by Jude is to be found in the 
second chapter of the book translated by Lawrence. This passage, standing alone in its magni­
ficence, luminous in the surrounding obscurity, seems to have been the only genuine record of 
the words of the patriarch that bad reached the writer. There is nothing like it, nothing worthy 
of it in the rest of the volume, which may well have originated with a Jew into whose hands the 
Epistle of Jude had fallen. The imagery of the Apocalypse seems imitated in it, but not the 
prophecies. As the translator observes, none of its attempts at foretelling events after the 
Christian era correspond with history. The seal of inspiration is therefore wanting to the 
book, though the inspired Apostle has authenticated this one passage, apparently received by 
tradition as spoken by Enoch. Whether the book found in Abyssinia is that which Tertullian 
received but Origen rejected, is not known; but it is generally supposed not to be. Origen 
speaks of the book with which he was acquainted, as asserting that in the time of Enoch the 
constellations were already named and divided. The book now extant says, in c. 43, "The 
angel called the stars by their names, and they hesrd : they are the names of the righteous who 
dwell upon the earth." If the book seen by Origen said, "of the Righteous One who shall 
dwell upon the earth," it would agree with the names of the stars relating to the titles and 
attributes of the Messiah. There is an Indian tradition that the third from Adam, famous for 
his piety and the salutary precepts he gave to mankind, was translated to heaven, where he shines 
as the polar star. Enoch was named in tradition as the third with Adam and Seth in the 
invention of astronomy. 

The positive assertion that Enoch was a prophet is founded on the Epistle of Jude. That 
Epistle, though doubtfully esteemed by some in the time of Eusebius (as it has been in ours), was 
received by the Council of Laodicea, which, with Origen and Athanasius, held the same books, 
and no others, to be inspired which are the Canonical Scriptures of the Anglican Church. In 
addition to this external evidence, the intemal is supplied by the test often used as to the other 
Scriptures. A good man could not have said that he, the writer, was Jude the brother of James, 
unless he were really eo : an evil man, capable of a sacrilegious forgery, could not have written 
other and highly spiritual parts of the same Epistle. The resemblance to 2 Pet. ii. 17, 18, in 
verses 6 and 8, 12 and 13, has been explained by supposing both passages to have been taken 
from the book of Enoch ; not that now extant, but that which was known to Origen. A book of 
Enoch is spoken of in the " Zohar," which was written about the time of the Christian era. 
It is asserted by many ancient writers that there was a book called the book of Enoch. What 
the two Apostles quoted as authoritative must have been inspired : but an inspired book would 
not have perished. Jude does not refer to a book, but to a saying. That prophecy of Enoch 
might have been traditionally preserved, and inserted in the book called of Enoch and recognized 
as prophetic by the inspired writers. The very ancient and widely prevalent tradition that 
Enoch did write a book, to which in some cases was added that it was preserved by Noah in the 
ark, is remarkable. May he not have written from the dictation of Adam the four first chapters 
of Genesis, under the guidance of that Spirit by which Moses might recognize and adopt them ? 

NOTES ON THE NAMES OF THE ANTEDILUVIAN PATRIARCHS. 

The ancient British Triads, stanzas of three lines or measures, containing in each line an 
important truth, are well known. The same kind of arrangement may be traced in the primitive 

data, such as eclipses or conjunctions of the orbs of heaven. Seth has often been supposed by 
ancient writers to be Hermes Trismegistus. 

NoTE ON ADAM.-Some a11thorities derive Adam from Adamah, red earth ; but others from 
Damah, to be like, and from the same root Adamah, red earth or ground, as being every where 
alike. Flesh-red it is not, but deep brown, not the oolour of the Caucasian race, of which Adam 
is considered the prototype. 

NoTE ON Mv.THUSELAH.-Met.hu, death, a collective noun, as Penu iu Gen. xxxii. 31. 
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II.] NAMES OF THE ANTEDILUVIAN PATRIARCHS. 35 

poetry of other nations. These signifil'&nt name~~ of the early patriarchs seem to take a similar 
form. Thence may have originated the triads of their posterity. There is in these four triads 
some analogy with the four seasons of the year. The four great astronomical epochs, the two 
equinoxes and two solstices, then, as now, occurred within the allotted signs of the respective 
triads. All beauty is a likeness of the perfections of God. The beauty of spring comes ; but 
it is appointed to the sulfering of decay. Summer, bringing the wealth, the possession of man, 
shines forth from God, and comes down in blessing : in autumn, dedicated to death, but to rise 
again, it is smitten. In winter man rests from his labour; and the ordained sustenance supports 
the assembled multitudes. Arranged as triads we read-

SP&ING • {4r likeness of God, } • ppointed 
sulfering. 

The antediluvian Spring equinox. 

SVIIIIB&. 
(!:n:cbasing a possession, ( 

Summer solstice. . L The shining forth of God, f . , 
" He shall come down. 

~icated, } 
AVTVIIN. . l From death he sets Cree, 

Being smitten. 
, , Autumn equinox. 

{He giveth rest, · } 
WINTER. The ordained, • , , Winter solstice. 

He supports the assembly. 

NOTE I. 

JOBI!Jihru ( Whiaton ). 

" 'The children of Seth' were the inventors of that peculiar sort of wisdom which is concerned 
with the heavenly bodies, and their order ; and that their inventions might not be lost before 
they were sufficiently known, upon Adam's prediction, that the world was at one time to be 
destroyed by the force of fire, and at another time by the violence and quantity of water, they 
made two pillars, the one of brick, the other of stone. They described their discoveries on them 
both, that in case the pillar of brick should be destroyed by the flood, the pillar of stone might 
remain, and exhibit those discoveries to mankind, and also inform them that there was another 
pillar of brick erected by them. Now this remains in the land of Syria or Seirad to this day." 
(Book i. chap. 2.) 

Whiston subjoins an assertion that Josephus confounded Seth with Sesostris, &c.; but late 
discoveries render it needless to enter on the proof that his opinion has little weight on a sub. 
ject then so imperfectly understood. 

"Let no one, on comparing the lives of the ancients with ours, think that what we have now 
said is false." "Their food was fitter then for the prolongation of life; and God afforded them 
a longer time of life on account of their virtue, and the good use they made of it in aatrono. 
mical and geometrical discoveries, which would not have alforded the time for foretelling the 
periods of the stars, unless they had lived six hundred years, for the great year is completed in 
that interval. Now, I have witnesses to what I have said, all those who have written antiquities 
both among the Greeks and the barbarians; for even Manetho, who wrote the Egyptian History, 
and Berosus, who collected the Chaldean monuments, and Mrechus, and Hesti~eus, and besides 
these Hieronymus the Egyptian, and those who composed the Phrenician History, agree to what 
I here say. Hesiod also, and Hecatleus, and Hellanicus, and Arcesilaus; and besides these, 
Ephorus and Nicolaus relate that the ancients lived a thousand years." (Book i. chap. 3.) 

NOTE II. 
Philolliblion, by Richa1·d de· Bury, Bilhop of Durham, 1344. 

" Catholic doctors have determined that the deep researches of the ancients, before God 
deluged the original world by a general flood, are to be ascribed to miracle and not to nature ; as 
God granted them as much of life as was requisite for discovering and inscribing the sciences in 
books, amongst which, according to Josephus, the wonderful diversities of astronomy required a 
period of six hundred years, that they might be experimentally submitted to observation." 
(Page 93.) 

NOTE lii. 
From Sir W. Drummond on the Zodiac• of Emeh and Denderah. 

"The fact is certain, that at some remote period there were mathematicians and astronomers 
who knew that the sun is in the centre of our system, and that the earth, itself a planet, revolves 
round the central fire; who attempted to calculate the return of comets ; who indicated the number 

F2 
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36 NAMES OF THE ANTEDILUVIAN PATBIABCHS. (PART 

of solar yeMt contalued In the great cycle, by multiplyiug a period (variouely called in the Zend, 
the &nacrit, and the Chinelle, Ven, Van, and Pben) of one hundred aud thirty yean, by another 
period of one hundred and forty.four yean; who took the para1lu of the lUll by a method 1111pe­

rior to that of Hipparchoa, and little inferior to our own ; who fixed with considerable accaracy 
the dUtance of the moou and the circumference of the earth; who held that the face of the moou 
wu divenified with vales and eeu; who ~ that there wu a planet beyond Saturn ; who 
reckoned the planeta to be sixteen in nnmber ; and who calculated the length of the tropical 
year within three minutes of the true time. All the authorities for these ueertiooa are stated in 
my .Euay on tbe Science of the Egyptians and Chaldeana." 

"There is nothing, then, improbable in the report of Josephoa, when he uya that the 
deecendants of Seth were skilful utronomera, and seems to ucribe to them the invention of the 
cycle of which Cusini hu developed the excellence. The Jews, A.Nyrians, and Arabians have 
abundance of traditions concerning tbe antediluvian utrouomical knowledge, especially of Adam, 
Seth, Enoch, and Ham. It wu ueerted in the book of. Enoch, u Origen tells oa, that the 
cooatellatione in the time of that patriarch were alreedy named and divided. The Alabiaua say 
that they have named Enoch, Edris, on account of hie learning." (Page 38.) 

" Some of the rabbioa have said that Cham had learned the lcience of utronomy and the know­
ledge of the zodiacal ring." (Page 40.) 

"The antediluvian predictions of Josephus were probably utrouomical. The Indians haTe a 
cycle of sixty yean, probably u the decimal part of the great year of six hoodred yean." 

" That the invention of the zodiac ought to be attributed to the antediluviaua may appear to 
some a rash and idle conjecture : bot I shall not renounce this conjecture, merely becanee it may 
startle thOle who never thought of it before. Tradition hu told several of the Oriental natiooa 
that the antediluviaua were eminently skilled in utronomy; and tradition hu generally some 
foundation in truth. When Bailly undertook to write the history of utronomy, he fouod at the 
ontset oertaiD fragments of science, which proved to him the existence of a system in some 
remote age, and anterior to all regular history, if we except the fragment in the book of Genesis. 
.A. all the emblems in the similarly divided zodiacs of India, Chaldea, Bactria, Alabia, Egypt, 
are nearly alike, it would aeem they had followed some common model, and to whom should we 
attribute its invention but to their common ancestors ? " 

NOTE IV. 

Cueini. aaya, "The period of six hundred yean, of which we find no intimation in any records 
bot those of the Jewish nation, referred to by Josephoa, and called the grand year, is one of the 
finest ever invented. It brings ont the solar year more exactly than that of Hipparchoa and 
Ptolemy, and the lunar month within one l!eCOnd of what is determined by modem astronomy." 
He alao mgee that nothing bot the observations of those who lived to aee the return of the 
celestial orba to the same places could have originated this wonderful period. This argument, 
again brought forward by Sir W. Drummond, appears to haTe had weight with him in hie con­
Tereion to a reverential acquieecence in the authority of those Holy Scriptures he had once 
undervalued 1. Cauioi, in Terifyiug this ancient calculation, had the nee of observations made 
by means of the instruments of modern lcience, and from these could ascertain what tbe 
patriarch& might know by ocular inspection of the course of the heavenly bodies. In their lives 
one man might observe twenty or thirty revolutiooa of Saturn, sixty or eighty of Jupiter, and 
many more of the inferior planeta. In this great cycle of six hundred years, Cueioi says, " The 
lunar month is reckoned at 29 days, 12 hours, «minutes, 3 seconds; the solar year at 386 days, 
6 hours, 61 minutes, 38 seconds: not that this division wu so made in the ancient tradition, u 
made by computation, but is the result given of the actual completion of the cycle, which might 
be observed by those whose liTes were of aofficient length. After the first completion of the 
fint six hundred yean had been witnessed, every ncceeding year would furnish another, a new 
proof of its accaracy .'' 

NOTE V.-ON BRITISH TRIADS. 

One of these triads appean to imply not ouly a knowledge of the immortality of the 10111, 
but of the reeorrec:tion. 

" The Three Reatoratiooa in the Circle of Happineu. 
" The restoration of original character, 
" The restoration of all that wu beloved, 
" The restoration of remembrance from the origin of all things." (Triads of Bardiam.) 

1 In his early work, the <Edipoa J udaicoa, he treats the Scriptures with much diareapect: in 
his later, particularly hie Essay on the Zodiaca of Eeneh and Denderah, he ea:preaaea hie full 
adhesion to them. 
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Signt 6oru on 
1/it 6tnantr• oflh• 
lrl611 of lwMI. 

=AQUARIUS, 

NAMES OF THE SONS OF JACOB. 

J1nmr!i nf t~t ~nn!i nf Snrnh, 
ACCORDING TO THEIR BIRTH. 

Reuben, IJ~I.old a ton, the son, arising, pouring out 
blessings. 

T•zl• 11111tr• 
1/aoword or Ill 
rool oct:f'rt. 

* PI8CE8, 

~LEo, 

{ Simeon, ll~ard, 1 characteri ti ( th Church 
Levi, bound, united, I 8 ce 0 e ' 
Judah, praile to the Lord, for the coming Meeaiah. 

Gen. 29.sJ. 
lb. 33. 
lb. 34. 
lb. 35. 

"1. ScoaPio, 
VI CAPBICOBNUB, 
,.. ABIES, 

t SAGI'M'ABIUB, 
$CANCER, 

"l! VIaoo, 
ts TAuaua, 

0 GEMINI, 

(AbenEz. Com. 
CalrMt.) 

111 Row. 
Judah, 

Tssachar, 
Zebulon, 

2nd Row, 
Reuben, 
Simeon, 

Gad, 
3rd Row. 

Ephraim, 
Levi, 
Benjamin, 

4th .Row. 
Dan, 
Asher, 
Naphtali, 

tt Row. 

2 r&d Row. 

3 rdRow. 

4 thRow. 

Dan, judging, ruling, his people. 
Naphtali, wre~tling, sufferings at the firat coming. 
Gad, good fortune, blessings at the second coming, 

(Arab. use.) 
Asher, happy, the going forth of the Gospel. 
Issachar, recompm~e, or rt111ard, of the Messiah's 

sulferings. 
Zebulon,dwelling,aa the promised seed at hie lint coming. 
Joseph, adding. Ephraim ; fruitful, Gen. xli. 62 ; 

gathering in the Gentiles. 
Benjamin, tOJJ qf til~ right lumd, called by his mother, 

Ben-oni, 1on qf 1orrow, the sufrering and 
triumphant Messiah. 

8ton88 of tlla BreatJtplate. 
Odem, ruby, red, Iaa. lxiii. 2 (bloodllledding, Arab. 

Gen. 30.6. 
lb. 8. 

Ib. n. 
lb. 13. 

lb. 18. 
lb. 20. 

lb. 24. 

Gen.36.I8. 

sense). blood Ex. 12. 13. 
Pitdah, rt111arJ, pric~ qf red-ption. Num. S. 49. 
Bareketh, tllining; carbuncle. liglltning Ezek. 1. 13. 

Nophek, pouring forth, as light or water. jltuk 1 Sam.10.I. 
Sapbir, number~d, aa multitudes, Rev. vii. 9; sapphire. 

count Ps. 87. 6. 
Jahalom, tdicll /Jrulu; diamond. break Ps. 74. 6. 

Leshem, tongue~, of fire, Iaa. T. 24. 
Shebo, dwelling; agate. 
Achlama, which rutore1; amethyst. 

nations, tongue• Gen. 10. 20. 
dwelled Ps. 80. 1. 
reco11er lea. 38. 16. 

Tarshish, a poueuion, Ephes. i. I 4. poueuion Num. 24.18. 
Shoham, li11ely, llrong (aa a horse, Arab. use); onyx. 
Jasphe, jasper, tdicll 1llall /Jruile, and be bruited. Gen. s. 15. 

The Brea~tpzate of the High Prie&t, with the 
Name& of the Twel11e Tribe~ and Sign• ~ngraven 
on the Stonea; according to the Encampment 
ortkred in Num. ii. (J01ephU1, .Antiq.) 

Bareketh, Pitdah, Odem, 
Zebulon, Issachar, Judah, 
VIBGO. CANCER. LEO. 

Jahalom, Saphir, Nophek, 
Gad, Simeon, Reuben, 

ABIES. PISCES. AQUARIUS. 

Achlama, Shabo, Leshem, 
Benjamin, Levi, Ephraim & Manaaseh, 
GEMINI. LIBBA. TAURUS. 

Jasphe, Shoham, Tarshish, 
Naphtali, Asher, Dan, 

CAPBI COBNUS, SAGI'M'ABIUS. ScoRPio. 

NoTE.-Libra was not home on the banners of any of 
the Tribes of Israel, Simeon and Levi being united under 
the emblem of Piece•, but would be on the breastplate. 

Exod. 28. 
15-22, 

comvared 
with Num. 
2. 

TABLE XVIII. 

37 
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38 NAMES OF THE SONS OF JACOB. (PART 

Allallionl to. the Signa of the Zodiac haTe often been pointed out in the bleesing of Jacob I ; 

thoee in the bleuing of Mosee 1 have been less remarked. Unless these emblems had some 
lliguifieation familiar and important to the hearers, it is not to be supposed that the dying 
patriarch or the departing lawgiver would have adQpted their imagery. If, however, they had 
been framed by the forefathers of mankind to transmit the primlllVal revelation, it is coDSisteat 
that they should again be so employed. 

If, u has been shown 1, their import is to be traced in the names of the antediluvian 
patriarchs, it is the more probable that they should afterwards be used in prophecy. It 
does not clearly appear whether Jacob and his wives had at first any intention of connecting the 
names of their children with . the signa ; but when Jacob changed the name Ben-oui, son of 
sorrow, to Ben-jamin, son of the right band, it is probable he had in view the sign of the 
heavenly twins, which the tribe of Benjamin is known to have borne on its banners, under the 
accompanying figure of the wolf, whose name means, He cometh. 

These names are subsequently consecrated to the purpose of prophecy by the command to 
engraTe them on the stones of the oracular breastplate, and by their place on the gates of the 
city of Ezekiel and the New Jeru3alem of the Apocalypse. While in the names of the earlier 
patriarchs is fonnd the Redeemer alone, in those of. the sons of Jacob there is more of the 
peculiar people, the Church, then beginning to be set aparl, but still, 88 in the emblems of the 
ligna, in nnion with the Redeemer. The order in which their father addressed them begins with 
Reuben. "Behold the Son!" calling on us to look to Him, of whom Isaiah afterwards eaid, 
"Unto us a Son is given," and " Look nnto Him, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth." 
In Simeon and Levi, those that have heard and are jqined together, is shown the need they have 
of nnion between themselves, and support from Him who sustains them. In Judah, the theme 
of our praise and the delight in offering it. In Zebulon is set forth that He shall dwell with 
them, and they with Him. In Issachar, the purchased possession, the reward of Messiah's 
euB'erings. In Dan the salvation of his people is secured by his judging or ruling for them. 
In Gad, conformed to Him in aflliction, they are with Him pierced with many sorrows. In 
Asher is their blessedness, in feeding on the bread from heaven. In Naphtali they are set free 
by his wrestling. In Joseph is shown the continual addition to the Church of such 88 shall 
be asved. In Benjamin, He who is the man of sorrows, and of -God's right band, closes, 88 

He began, the enumeration. Ephraim, fruitfulness, and Manasseh, forgetfulness of all worldly 
troubles, equally suit with the place they afterwards occupied in subordination to their father 
Joseph. 

It is not said that the gift of prophecy had been imparted to Jacob before his last illness. 
Perhaps from the widely diffused tradition of this prophetic effusion an idea 88 widely received, 
that dying persons speak prophetically, may have originated. 

The prediction first accomplished, that the sovereignty should be vested in the tribe of Judah, 
is the preliminary mark giving authority to the yet unfulfilled prophecies, both of the Messiah 
and the tribes. As certainly 88 the families of the twelve patriarchs divided between them the 
promised land under Joshua, so certainly shall they again possess it, under Him of whom Joshua 
was a type. As surely 88 David the son of Jesse reigned upon Mount Zion, so surely nnto 
that Shiloh, that King Messiah who is also of the line of Judah, shall be the gathering of the 
nations. 

The blessing of Jacob contains prophecies of the Messiah, some of which are equally appre­
ciated by Christians and by Jews. Such is that of Shiloh: but the ancient Hebrews understood 
far more of these predictions 88 relating to Him who was to come, than is in general pointed out 
by commentators. According to the early and most learned Jewish authorities, references to the 
Messiah are throughout interwoven with those to the patriarchs and the tribes. Some of these 
annunciations are yet unfulfilled, both 88 to the final triumph of the Messiah and the destiny of 
the tribes in their restoration to their own land. Translations, ancient and moderr., vary, 88 in Gen. 

I Gen. xlix. 1 Deut. x.u.ili. 3 Table 16. 
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II. J NAMES OF THE SONS OF JACOB. 39 

xlix. 26, in which the great majority give Nuir, the Nazarite, where the English has "separate." 
Commentators also differ; some, however, have perceived the allusions to the twelve signs, as borne 
on the standards of Israel, but have not consistently explained or adapted them : not even the 
Jewish writers who inform us that they were so borne. However, these ancient authorities 
unanimously assert that Reuben bore Aquarius; Joseph, Taurus; Benjamin, Gemini under the 
emblem of the wolf; and Dan, Scorpio nnder that of an eagle, or of a crowned serpent or basilisk. 

If these emblems were thus early employed by the family chosen to presene the worship of 
the One true God, the idea of their origin in Egypt, then fast sinking into idolatry, becomes 
most improbable. On the descendants of Abraham was ever impressed abhorrence of that idolatry 
from which he had been called. What idolaters had invented they might not adopt: but what 
idolaters had corrupted they were not always commanded to abandon. The cherubic forms, 
afterwards penerted to the pnrposes of idolatry in Egypt and Assyria, are found in the four 
principal signs where the equinoxes and solstices of antediluvian astronomy had always occurred. 
These forms could not be of Egyptian invention, for they were set at the east of Eden. Jewish 
authorities aay that " they were from the beginning in the holy tabernacle called the face of 
God.'' Had the eight intermediate signs been added by the Egyptians, the chosen family must 
not have intermingled the devices of man with ordinances of Divine authority. If they knew 
that all had been arranged to declare the glory of God and proclaim the coming Redeemer, the 
nse of them by Jacob, and the recurrence to them by Moses, would be of obvious utility. 
Happily would the children of the departed prophet behold them in the peaceful plains of 
Goshen. How hopefully in the toilsome valley of the Nile would they gaze on their owa 
hieroglyphics, of far higher import than those of their oppressors ! With what thankfulness in 
the weary sands of the wilderness would they repose, encamping every man nnder the shadow of 
his own standard ! With what joy would they unfurl those prophetic ensigns to the welcome 
breezes of the promised land! As the written word of God in our own day, to some they would 
still be an unsolved enigma, while to others they would declare the great salvation. The 
rebellious aeer read in them the ruin of his race : the triumphant Lawgiver traced the future 
glories of Him who should be " King in Jeshnrnn." 

It does not appear that the signs were first appropriated to the sons of Jacob by their father's 
dying blessing ; it rather seems that the children had been named with a reference to the signs, 
as is still done in the East: therefore, when Joseph related his dream of eleven stars bowing 
down before him, his brethren applied it to themselves, and were offended. This dream was 
fnlfilled, his second dream was not: his own mother was dead, and his step-mother also died 
before his brethren bowed down to him. Jacob appears to have seen, that if the first was from 
above, the second was merely natural, and reproved him in consequence. 

Beneath the midnight sky of the land of Goshen, the.dying patriarch, animated by prophetic 
impulse and surrounded by reverential listeners, from within the lifted curtain of his tent might 
gaze enrapt on the starry heaven, whither by Divine command his father Abraham had been 
taught to look for a type of the promised seed. With Leo rising, Aquarius would be seen about 
to set, thus figuring the transfer of the birthright from Reuben to Judah. Taurus, the well­
Jmown bearing of Joseph, would be on the meridian; and the place of Scorpio, the ensign of · 
Dan, though below the horizon, would be pointed out by the head of the Serpent immediately 
beneath the Northern Crown. Every intermediate sign would either be visible or its place indi­
cated by some remarkable star belonging to or above it ; as Sagittarius by Vega, in Lyra, and 
Cspricomus by Cygnus. Reverting from the brilliant orbs on high, beyond which Jay the haven 
of that salvation for which he had waited, his failing eyes would rest on the familiar faces around 
him, the inheritors of that earthly Canasn typifying the heavenly country which his spirit sought. 
Fnll of the glories of Him at once his Saviour and his son, he addresses them under the influence 
of that Divine Spirit which alone enables man to predict futurity. 

NoTE.-The annexed translations, varying but little from the English Version, yet accom­
modated in some degree to the ~diom of the ~ebrew in. its inversions ~nd o~is9!ons of conn~ng 
particles, if harsh to the ear, 81m at conveymg some tdea of the antique digruty of the ongmal 
in the blessing of Jacob, and at shadowing forth the sublimity of that of Moses. 
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GENEiliS XLIX. 

1 And Jacob called his sons, and said, Assemble younelves together, and I will tell you that 
which shall happen unto you in the latter days. 2 Gather younelves together, and hear, ye sons 
of Jacob; and hearken unto Israel your father. 3 Reuben, thou, my firstborn! my might, and 
the beginning of my strength, the excellency of dignity, and the eJ:cellency of power. 4 Poured 
forth as water, thou shalt not excel, for thou wen test up to the bed of thy father : then didst 
thou profane; he went up to my couch ! 5 Simeon and Levi, brethren ! instruments of cruelty in 
their slaying! 6 Into their council come not thou, 0 my soul ! unto their assembly be not thou 
united : for in their anger they slew a man, and in their wilfulness they cut off the Prince. 
7 Cursed their anger, for fierce; and their wrath, for stubborn : I will divide them in Jacob, and 
scatter them in Israel. 8 Judah, thou I thy brethren shall praise thee! thy hand on the neck 
of thine enemies I thy father's children shall bow down before thee. 9 A lion's whelp, Judah I 
upon the. prey, my son, thou art come upi he stoopeth down, be coucheth as a lion, and as a 
fieroe lion; who shall rouse him up? 10 The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver 
from between his feet, until Shiloh come, and unto Him the gathering of the nations. 
11 Binding his foal to the vine, and unto the choice vine his ass's colt, he washeth his garments 
in wine, and his mantle in the blood of grapes. 12 His eyes sparkling more than wine, and his 
teeth whiter than milk. 13 Zebulon shall dwell at the haven of the sea : and He shall be a 
haven for afftiction, and his side a stronghold. 14 Issachar! a strong aas couching down between 
the sheepfolds. 15 And he shall see his resting-place, that it is good, and the land, that it is 
pleasant ; and he shall bow his shoulder to the burden, and shall be a servant to tribute. 
16 Judging, He shall judge his people, as one of the tribes of Israel. 17 There shall be for 
Dan a serpent by the way, au adder by the path, biting the horse's heels ; and his rider shall fall 
after. 18 For thy salvation have I waited, 0 Lord! 19 Gad l a troop shall pierce him: and 
~e shall be pierced in the heel. 20 With Asher, abundant his bread, and he shall give the sweet 
influences of a king. 21 Naphtali, a hind let loose: be giveth goodly words. 22 Branch of 
fruitfulness, Joseph, branch of fruitfulness by the fountain ! the daughters walk before the bull. 
1!3 The archers have sorely grieved him, and contended with him, and bated him. 24 But his 
bow shall abide in strength, and his arms shall be made strong, his hands by the hands of the 
Mighty One of Jacob, from whence the shepherd, the stone of Israel: 25 By the God of thy 
father, and He shall help thee, and by the Almighty, and He shall bless thee, blessings of the 
heavens above, blessings of the deep that coucheth below, blessings of the breasts and of the 
womb. 26 The blessings of thy father have been mighty beyond the blessings of the ancient 
mountains, the desired of the lasting bills; they shall be on the h«l!!d of Joseph, and on the crown 
of the head of Him, the Nazarite among his brethren. 27 Benjamin ! the wolf shall rend : in 
the morning he shall feed on the prey, in the evening he shall divide the spoil. 28 All these, the 
twelve tribes of Israel, and this, what their father spake unto them ; every one according to his 
blessing blessed he them. · 

The dying patriarch appears to have addressed each son by name, and then alluding to his 
appointed emblem, to have pointed out its signification as to the promised Redeemer. To 
Reuben was allotted Aquarius, the pourer out of blessings, arising as in triumph. He was his 
might and the "excellency" of dignity and of power; but the " excellency" of primogeniture, 
of being the head of the family, he takes from Reuben," Thou shalt not excel," and afterwards 
tranafen it to Judah. The reason is given in the delinquency of Reuben. 

Ver. 6. To Simeon and Levi he allotted Pisces, the united fishes, as brethren. They had 
elain Sbechem. a man, a prince of the land. It bas often been pointed out that these two tribes 
were the enemies of the Man, the second Adam, and were instrumental by their "assembly" to 
the crucifixion, slaying the Prince. The word here rendered prince, is by the Septuagint ren­
dered bull, and by the Vulgate wall. The alteration of a single vowel, in the Hebrew expressed 
by a single point, allows these variations ; and certainly in the time of Jacob the points were 
not in use. Whether before or after the event, a prediction of the slaying of the Messiah by his 
own people would not find favour with the Jewish mind. A point would be easily dropt if 
involving it. 

NOTES. 

Ver. 7. The original, and as here rendered, allows the anger and wrath to be future, that 
against Messiah the Prince, foreseen by Jacob. 

Ver. 10. Shiloh, the Giver of peace, or the Peace. John xiv. 27. Eph. ii. 14. 
Ver. 14. Sheepfolth. The word is so rendered Judg. v. 16. 
Ver. 16. He, Messiah, shall judge. 
Ver. 17. Ancient Hebrew and Chaldee authorities say that Dan bore on his atandard a 
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crowned serpent or basilisk, held in the claws of an eagle. The constellation of the serpent by 
the milky way held by Ophiuchus, in Scorpio, and the reptile under his foot in the zodiac, seem 
here alluded to. By the serpent wounding the heel, the human nature falls in death. 

Ver. 19. By one of the troop of Roman soldiers the Me1Siah was pierced in the aide: in being 
nailed to the cross, He was pierced in the heel. At lut is the same word as heel, Gen. iii. 15. 

Ver. 20. "Royal dainties" ia in Job rendered "sweet induencea." The Rabbins all agree 
that this is King Messiah. 

Ver. 21. Hind is of the neuter or feminine gender, as is the delir1 of nations, and wisdom, in 
Prov. viii., where substituting it for 1he would remove difficulties. The Messiah was to take 
human nature, the nature equally of man and woman. The Hebrew has but two genders, 
masculine, and all that is not masculine, including feminine and neuter in one. 

Ver. 22. The well or fountain may be the ri•er, Eridanua. Daughter1, as in the English 
margin and the Vulgate, appear to be the Pleiades, which precede the constellation Taurus, the 
bull, which is known to have been the ensign of Joseph, and afterwards of Epbrllim. 

Ver. 25. In the remarkable expression" the deep that lieth or couchetb under," there seems 
again an allnsion to the constellation Eridanus, immediately beneath that of Taurus. 

Ver. 26. Nazarite. The word rendered 1eparate in the English, is in the Vulgate, in Luther's 
and most other translations, Nazarite. The Jewish writers observe on this passage, that he who 
is here called a Nazarite cannot be Joseph, who threw himself on the body of his father; for a 
Nazarite might not touch a dead body. They understand it of the King Messiah. So under­
standing it, this is one of the places in which Christ is spoken of as a Nazarite, according to 
Matt. ii. 23: the other is Dent. x:uiii., where Moses repeats the words of his ancestor's 
prophecy. 

Y er. 27. The fDO/f. The allnsion here is to the figure of the wolf known to be borne on the 
standard of Benjamin, as representing the sign Gemini. It may be traced in the constellation 
Sirius, called by the Egyptians a dog. The greater and lesser dog of the modem sphere were 
called by the Arabs the right and left Prince or Mighty One. The Semitic name of the wolf, 
Zeeb, is thil or he cometlt. Tlae prey, that which is appointed, as In Job xu. 23, at his first 
coming, the morning; at his second, the evening, all shall be at his disposal. 

Ver. 28. Tribu, literally rods, standllrds. The word is rendered sceptre inver. 10. 
The ancient Rabbis all explain ver. 8 of Messiah. On ver. 11 they refer to Zecb. iz. 9. On 

ver. 8 there is a reference to Job xv. 18: "as is said by the Holy Spirit by the band of Job," 
showing their faith that the Scriptures were dictated by the Holy Spirit, and that Job was 
inspired. 

On Shiloh they say, in ver. 8, "This is the Messiah; and be shall be over all the world." 
"The •ine is the bouse oflsrael." (Mart. Pug. Fidei.) 

"The writers of the Targums allow an original literal sense of a passage, and leave a typical 
one to prefigure something in the time of Messiah," as Ps. l:uii., of Solomon and the Messiah. 
On Gen. xlix., Jonathan, Onkelos, ard the Jerusalem Targum all interpret Shiloh the Messiah. 
The latter adds, " whose is the kingdom, and to whom all the kings of the earth shall be 
subjected." Ahmed Ibn Idris, an Arabic writer, csll.s this "a prophecy of lsa, upon whom be 
peace," and renders Shiloh Messias. R. Johanan said that "all the Prophets prophesied only of 
the days of Messiah:'' others that "the Prophets prophesied only of the years of redemption 
and the days of Messiah." R. Simeon ben Jochai, on Gen. iii., speaks of King Messiah as the 
son of David, and to be bem of a virgin, applpng to Him Isa. xi. 2. (Jonathan, with other 
ancient Rabbis, applies to Him Iss- Iii. and liii.) R. S. also says of Him," God's most holy 
Son, having put on human desb, that He may forgive their iniquities," and that" they shall kill 
Him.'' R. S. may have understood Gen. xlix. 6 of the Messiah. The Targum of Jonathan 
says, on Gen. iii.," The children of the woman shall have a remedy (for the wound of the serpent) 
in the days of Messiah the King.'' (Nicholl's Conference with a Theist.) 

In Martini Pngio Fidei may be seen references to the Jewish books and writers who explain 
much of the "blessing of Jacob" of King Messiah ; to Him they all agree in referring ver. 8 and 
11. On Shiloh they say, "This is Messiah:" also, of Dan, ver. 16, "This, Dan, is Messiah to 
come, who is to judge as the blessed God.'' In Beres. Rab. Mose Haddashan is quoted as saying, 
on Gen. xlix. 11, "When King Messiah comes to Jerusalem to save Israel, He himself shall gird 
his ass, and ride upon it and guide it himself in meekness to Jerusalem, as it is written Zech. 
iz. 9.'' Also, on ver.lO, "The last and final redemption of Israel is here meant." The Targums 
of Jonathan and of Jerusalem apply all this chapter to the Messiah. 

It will be seen from the prophecy of Balaam, Num. niv., that the previous prophetic blessing 
of Jacob was known to him, as he uses its •ery words in ver. 9. The emblel)ls on the standards 
of the tribes were before his eyes; he distinctly alludes to the um and water of Aquarius, and the 
lion of Judah. In the order of the encampment given in Numbers ii., these two leading tribes 
were on th~east and on the south, consequently most apparent to the prophet of Midian. 

G 

Digitized by Coogle 



42 NAl't1ES OF THE SONS OF JACOB. (PART 

NUMBERS XXIV. 

Part of tile Prophecy qf Balaam. 

2 And Balaam lift np his eyes, and he saw Israel abiding according to their tribes. 5 How 
goodly are thy tents, 0 Jacob, thy tabernacles, 0 Israel! 6 As the valleys are they spread forth, 
as gardens by the river's side, as the trees of lign-aloes which the Lord hath planted, as cedar­
trees beside the waters. 7 He shall pour water out of his water-vessels, and his seed in many 
waters, and his kingdom shall be higher than Agag, and his kingdom shall be exalted. 8 God 
brought him forth of Egypt; he hath as it were the swiftness of the elk : he shall eat up the 
nations his enemies, and shall break their bones, and pierce with his arrows. 9 He couched, he lay 
down as a lion, and as a great lion : who shall rouse him up ? Blessed is he that blesseth thee, and 
cursed he that curseth thee. • . 14 I will instruct thee what this people shall do to thy people in 
the alter days. 15 And he took up his parable and said, Ba1aam the son of Beor said, and the man 
whose eyes are open said, 16 He said, which beard the words of God, and knew the knowledge of 
the Most High, saw the vision of the Almighty, falling, but having his eyes open : 17 I shall see 
Him, but not now: I shall behold Him, but not nigh : there cometh a star out of Jacob, and 
there ariseth a sceptre out of Israel, and shall smite the comers of Moab, and bring together all 
the children of Seth. 18 And Edom shall be a possession, Seir also shall be a possession for his 
enemies, and Israel shall do valiantly. 19 And from out of Jacob who shall have dominion, and 
shall destroy the remnant of the city. · 

NOTES. 

It may be observed that Balaam when speaking in his own person uses the name of OM in 
the singular, AI, as in ver. 4, but when speaking of Him as the God of Israel, he calls Him 
Jehovah: he also, in ver. 16, uses the names Elion, Most High, and Shaddai, the Giver of 
blessings, or the Almighty. 

Ver. 7. The pouring out of water from the nms or vases here evidently alludes to Aquarius. 
In the Egyptian sphere the man holds an um in each hand. As the second commandment had 
now been given, it may seem that human figures were no longer on the banners of Israel, if they 
had ever been. The Jerusalem Targum, and that of Jonathan, say this is King Messiah: so other 
Jewish writers. (Gill's Com.) Agag is supposed to be Gog, Ezek. xuviii. : so the Septuagint. 

Ver. 8. The Septuagint for Reem has unicorn, the Vulgate, rhinoceros: but modem 
travellers say there is a large species of elk still called by the Arabs Reem. 

Ver. 9. The first part ofthis verse is in the words of Jacob, Gen. xlix. 10: the latter part, in 
those of Isaac, Gen. xxvii. 29. These earlier prophecies appear to have been well known to the 
surrounding nations. That now given forth through Balaam was yet more extensively so, as 
appears from the Persian tradition of the star, and the universal one of the coming of Him who 
should have dominion. 

Ver. 17. In the book of Zohar it is said," When the Messiah shall be revealed, a bright 
star shall arise in the East." A ben Ezra applies it partly to David and partly to the Messiah, 
as does Maimonides. The use made of it by Christians may have induced the Jews to bring 
in David. "There shall come a star out of Jacob." The preposition Mem is said by Gill 
and others sometimes to bear the sense of unto. In this place both senses seem needed ; the 
star, Messiah himself, came out qf, as well as unto Jacob. The literal star, which led the Magi, 
came unto the land and descendants of Jacob: of the sceptre, not yet come, the same may be 
said. "Bring together." All mankind are through Noah children of Seth. So Jarchi observes. 
Onkelos has "shall rule over the children of Seth." He and many other Jewish authorities 
interpret this of Messiah by name. V er. 19 is also in the ancient Jewish writings applied to 
Messiah. 

Ver. 19. "The city." The Babylon of prophecy. 

Great is the sanction derived to the prophetic import of the signs from the allusions to them 
in the farewell blessing of Moses to the assembled nation. Consciously standing on the verge of 
eternity, no mere device of man could have engaged one moment of fast-fleeting time: but 
in the prophecies emblematized on those standards of Israel now floating before his eyes he 
found the pervading theme of his last solemn unveiling of futurity. They proclaimed the coming 
of the Deliverer who should bruise the serpent's head. Where the plains of Moab ended, and 
the ascent of Abarim, the mount of psasing o-..er, rose to the loftier Nebo, the mountain of 
beholding, stood the divinely appointed leader, his mission fulfilled, his earthly warfare accom­
plished. The words of his father Jacob in his mind, the allotted ensigns in his view, he amplified 
those predictions, dwelling triumphantly on the glorious close, the final restoration of the chosen 
people to the land of promise, now seen afar off in aerial beauty beyond the intervening flood. 

First he invokes on Reuben a heavenly blessing, compensating the deprivation of his earthly 
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birthright: and be then plainly alludes to the man in Aquarius. Turning to Judsh, be prays for 
the speedy coming of Him who was to be of his lineage, and sees the hands of the Conqueror, as 
in lion-grasp, on the neck of the enemy. To Levi, with whom Simeon is united as the fishes on 
the ensign, he speaks of the honour of the priesthood, and the union of the Urim and Thummim 
in the breastplate. In Benjamin he sees alone the glory of the beloved, the son of the right hand. 
To Joseph, enumerating abundant endowments, he expressly names his well-known ensign, the 
silcrificial bnll, afterwards home by Ephraim. With Zebulon he rejoices in Him whose goings 
forth have been from everlasting : with Isaachar, that He should dwell in the tents of Shem. 
In speaking of Gad, he exactly describes the ram whose foot is on the head of the sea-monster, 
who had provided for himself the first part, "the beginning of months," which. the sign Aries 
was now appointed to be. For Dan he speaks of the ruling; for Naphtali, of the fnll satisfaction, 
the blood-bought salvation; for Asher, of the dispensation of peace, the coming swiftly to the 
earth, as the horse shod with iron and brass, of Him, the God of Jeshurnn, who rideth on the 
heavens in his help. 

DEUTERONOMY XXXIII. 

1 And this is the blessing wherewith Moses the man of God blessed the children of Israel 
before his death. 2 And he said, The Lord came from Sinai, and rose up from Seir unto them ; 
He shined forth from Mount Paran, and He came with multitudes of saints: from his right hand 
a fiery law unto them. 3 Yea, He loved the nations ; all his saints in thy hand : and they sit 
down at thy feet ; every one shall receive of thy words. 4 Moses commanded us a law, the 
inheritance of the congregation of Jacob. S And there shall be in Jeshurun a King, in the 
gathering of the heads of the people together with the tribes of Israel. 6 Reuben shall live, and 
not die; his men shall not be few. 7 And this to Judsh: and he said, Hear, Lord, the voice 
of Judsh I and thou shalt bring Him to his people: and his hands mighty unto him, and help 
from his enemies shalt thou be. 8 And to Levi he said, Thy perfections and thy lights from 
Him, thy Holy One, whom thou didst prove at Massah, with whom thou didst strive at the 
waters of Meribah; 9 Who said of his father and of his mother, I saw them not, and his 
brethren he did not acknowledge, and his children he did not know : for they obsened thy word, 
and kept thy covenant. 10 They shall teach thy judgments to Jacob: they shall put incense 
before thee, and whole sacrifices on thy altar. II Bless, Lord, his substance, and accept the 
work of his hands : smite through the loins of them that rise against him, and of them that hate 
him, that they rise not up again. 12 To Benjamin he said, The Beloved of the Lord shall dwell 
in safety by him ; sheltering by him all the day, and between his shoulders he dwelleth. 13 And to 
Joseph he said, Blessed of the Lord his land, by the precious things of the heavens, by the dew, 
and by the deep that coucbetb beneath, 14 And by the precious things brought forth by the 
sun, and by the precious put forth by the moons, 16 And by the chief things of the ancient 
mountains, and by the precious things of th& lasting hills, 16 And by the precious things of 
the earth, and the fulness thereof; and the good will of the dweller in the bush shall come upon 
the head of Joseph, and upon the crown of the head of Him, the Nazarite among his brethren. 
17 The firstborn, his bull, glory for him, horns of lifting up his horns : with them shall he push 
the nations together in the ends of the earth : and they, the multitudes of Ephraim, and the 
thousands of Manasseh. 18 And to Zebulon he said, Rejoice, Zebulon, in thy going forth; and 
lsaachar, in thy tents. 19 They shall call the nations to the mountain, there shall they offer 
sacrifices of righteousness : for the abundance of the seas they shall suck, and treasures hid in 
the sand. 20 And of Gad he said, Blessed He that enlargeth Gad : as a lion he dwelleth, and 
teareth with the forefoot the crown of the head. 21 And he provided the first part for himself, 
for there, in the portion of the lawgiver, was he seated ; and be shall come with the beads of 
the people, to work the righteousne!ls of the Lord, and his judgments with Israel. 22 And of 
Dan he said, Dan, a lion's whelp : he shall leap from Bashan. 23 And of Naphtali he said, 
Naphtali, satisfied with favour, and full with the blessing of the Lord : inherit thou the west and 
the south. 24 And of Asher he said, Asher, blessed with children ; he shall be acceptable to 
his brethren, and dip in oil his foot. 2a Iron and brass thy shoes ; and as thy days thy strength. 
26 None like the God of Jeshurun; he rideth upon the heavens in thy help, and in his triumph 
on the sky. 27 The Eternal God thy refuge, and underneath the everlasting arms : and He 
shall thrust out before thee the enemy, and shall say, Be destroyed. 28 And Israel shall dwell 
in safety alone: the fountain of Jacob in a land of com and wine, also his heavens shall drop 
down dew. 29 Happy art thou, 0 Israel : who is like unto thee, people saved by the Lord, the 
shield of thy help, and who is the sword of thy triumph ! and thine enemies shall fail before thee, 
and thou shalt tread on their high places. 
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NOTES. 

Ver. 1. "Before" has the force of "looking to" or "in prospect of" his death. 
Ver. 12. The ancient Rabbins said, "This is the day of Messiah." (See Talmud, Gill.) 
Ver. 13. "Coucheth." This remarkable expression is repeated &om the blessing of Jacob, 

as are the fifteenth and sixteenth vereM. It is a Jewish remark, that every prophet quotes &om 
the preceding ones. 

Ver. 16. Here again, as in the prophecy of Jacob, it is ~pokm by a prophet, that He, the 
llrlessiah, should be a Nazarite. 

Ver. 17. The word rendered unicorn, rhinoceros, or elk, is rendered lifted up in Zech. xiv.IO; 
and in Ps. lxxv. 10 the root is so applied to the horn of the righteous, also in Ps. lxxxix. 16, 17. 

Ver. 18. In the going forth of the promised seed, to dwell with men, as in Virgo. 
Ver. 20. The same word is used for the arm of a man and for the fore-leg of an animal. Th8 

fore-leg of Aries is on the head of the sea-monster Cetus, or Leviathan, below, showing the pre­
dicted bruising the head of the enemy. 

Ver. 21. The beginning of the year, which bad previoualy been at the annivenary of the 
creation, at the junction of Leo and Virgo, was now, by Divine command, transferred to the new 
moon of Aries, the portion of the lawgiver, under the type of the lamb slain at the passover. 

Ver. 23. This prophecy remains to be fulfilled, apparently at the restoration of IsraeL 
Ver. 25. The rendering of this passage has been disputed; but the word translated strength 

~ so used in Arabic, also in Cbaldee, (see Buxtorf,) and is so rendered in the Syriac and Targum, 
\see Lee's Lexicon.) 

Ver. 26. "God" is here the singular, El, as is frequent where the second person of the 
Trinity, about to take into union the human nature, is intended. Inver. 27 it is Elohim, the 
Triune God. For the plurality of Elohim, see Gen. i. 26; xi. 7; Isa. vi. 8. " R. S~ ben Jochal 
says : Come and see the mystery of the word Elohim. There are three degrees, and each degree 
is by itself alone; and yet they are all one, and joined together in one, and are not divided 
&om each other." (Zohar, Bagster's Comp. Bible.) 

Ver. 29. "Triumph," see Exod. xv. 1. 

THE ENCAMPMENT OF ISRAEL IN THE WILDERNESS\ 

AND THE BREASTPLATE OF THE HIGH PRIEST. 

The blessing of Jacob had annexed a prophetic importance to these emblems, and had allotted 
them to the tribes as their standards. The Supreme Ruler of all things saw fit to direct the 
encampment of the Children of Israel, " every mao by his own standard, with the enaign of hia 
father's house," in their progress through the wilderness. This their journeying is allowed to be 
typical of that of the individual soul in its passage through this wilderness of human life, and of 
the destinies of the Church in its terrestrial existence. Prophecy, the great proof of the Divine 
government of the world, and of the fact that God has spoken, pervades the patriarchal and 
llrlosaic records and institutions. Thus is shown the purpose of Divine dictation in what might 
otherwise appear unworthy of such superintendence. The same direction was given as to the 
placing of the precious stones on the breastplate of the high priest 2• They are called by names 
analogous in meaning to thoee of the ensigns of the tribes. Thus Odem differently pointed is 
Adam, flesh, the human nature of the Messiah, who is allowed by Jew and Christian to be 
typified by the Lion of the tribe of Judah. The beginning being thus fixed, as in the order for 
the encampment, the others will follow the same order. Pitdah, the reward, the price, accords 
with the reward of Jasachar, the possession, in Cancer. Bareketh, the shining forth, with the 
dwelling among men in Zebulon and Vugo. Nophek, the pouring forth, with Reuben 
and Aquarius. Sapphire, the number, as in Pisces, who have heard, as Simeon. Jahalom, 
which breaks as the diamond, piercing, as Gad, as Aries. Leshem, the nations, of the fruitful, 
Joseph and Ephraim. Shebo, the inhabiting, as in the tabernacle; joined together by redemp-

1 Nom. ii. 2 Exod. n~iii. 
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tion, u in Levi and Libra. Achlama, which restores, reeoven, u Benjamin the apoll. T81'8hish, 
·the poueaion, ruled over, u Dan. Shoham, strong, u Asher, and the hone in Sagittariue. 
Juphe, breaking, u juper ia known to do ; u Naphtali in wrestling, and Caprioorn in being 
Blain. The names Ul8d in tranalationa are nncertain or arbitrary. 

Bbm, a stone, ia from the root .Bana, to bnild, from which alao ia Btn, a son. Stonee build up 
a ho1188, a dwelling: aona, a bonae, a family. A atone Ia thna a type of the Son, the promised 
Meeaiah. Stone ia firat applied in Scripture as typical of the Meeaiah in Gen. xliL 24; again in 
Iaa. :uviii. 16. Prom Pa. cxvili. 22, it ia applied by our Lord to Himaelt, and by the Apoatles, 
Acta iv. 11. 

In Exod. :uviii. a command is given to grave the namee of the sona of Iarael, according to 
their birth, on two stonee of onyx, six on each. Sboham, an onyx, may be considered u 
intensive of Sbem, a name, u a great or strong luune. "Name" ia often applied to Chrlat, u 
in Mal. i. 11, &c. ; Acta iv. 12, &c. Shoham may &lao convey the idea of " this, the multitude," 
the many. The onyx haa many layera or atripee of colour, whence it may have been named and 
aelected to receive many namea. Joaephu aaya, " The aardonyx which the high prieat wore on 
his ahonlder, displayed a eupernatural brilliancy when the Almighty approved the oblation I. 
When in consequence of our npplicati.ona He was diapoaed to grant na a victory, the Eaaen (or 
breastplate) emitted a dazzling luatre." The Esaen or Hoehen, the lilmt, epoke by the light of 
ita gema. The Chaldee paraphrue on the Song of Solomon aays the twelve algoa were engraven 
on the stonee of the breastplate, and that they were lucid, like lamps. Maimonides relatee, that 
" the inquirer knelt, while by the increased brilliancy of the stonee the answer was read to him 
by the high priest." Some authorities aay that only the ruler or king had a right thns to inquire. 
The significant namee of the tribes and the stonee, and their oneness of pnrpoae, the certain 
approach, the anft'erings, and the glory that wu to follow, ;,f Him spoken of by ail the 
Prophet& from the beginning of the world, show the intention of theae apparently arbitrary and 
minute arrangement&. They were prophetic : half of their message ia fulfilled in the firat 
coming, half remaina to be fulfilled In the second coming of Him they thns prefigured. That the 
atones on the breastplate of the high prieat, and the names engraven on them, had meanings 
corresponding with each other and with the twelve signs, which ancient autboritiee aay were &lao 
engraven on them, haa not been equally noticed, That the typee and ahadows of the Levitical 
Law were similarly hieroglyphical no scriptural thaologian qnestiona. 

The fact of Moeee having been divinely directed to the 1188 of typee, which had been and would 
be idolatroualy perverted, may be understood on the nppoeition of their having been originally 
devoted to the glory of the God of Abraham, of Iaaac, and of Jacob, and known as nch to their 
descendant&. If tbeae emblems each expressed a prophecy concerning the Measiab, made known 
to the conatrnctora by the earlieat revelation, the great honour thus put upon them ia intelligible. 
The prophecies were of God : the symboia contrived to transmit them were of man, but of man 
living under the manifestation of the prophetic spirit ; for we know that Enoch, one of their 
alleged originator~, wu a prophet. 

In tracing the analogy between the emblems of the constellations and the typee of the 
Levitical Law, it should be borne in mind that this analogy is a natural consequence of the one­
ness of the aubject. The theme of both ia the coming of the promised Redeemer, his person and 
his work. In both the firat type ia the lamb or young ram. The ancient year of the Hebrews 
had begun at the traditional annivenary of the creation, where the figure of the lion joina that of 
the virgin. The civil year of the Jews still commences when the ann ia among those st81'8. By 
Divine command, the beginning of the aacred year was placed where the sign of the ram or lamb 
corresponded to the appointment then made of the feast of the passover. Neither soiatice nor 
equinox was then in that sign : neither were its atars visible at night. Only the type there 
expressed aft'ords a reason for the appointment. The constellation Virgo, figuring the branch, 
and the woman bearing the seed, would then be aeen resplendently in the clear sky of the ho1188 
of bondage, from which the shepherd of Iarael, typified in the accompanying constellation of 
Bootes, was now leading his purchaaed dock, represented in the two sheepfolds ao long miscon-
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etrued as beers. Soon after the going out from Egypt, the bull is ordained for sacrifice 1, in 
counexion with the C011!8CI'ation of the high priest, the leader and ruler of the people, as the 
bull was of the herd. This meaning is conveyed in the nan1ee of the animal, of the sign, and of 
ita chief star. With the bull two rams without blemiah were to be offered. The ram or lamb 
was equally typical of the great High Priest "who offered himself without epot to God •." 
The two lambs of moming and evening IIIICrifice accord with Aries and the victim in Libra, one 
rising when the other sets; thu keeping coll8tantly in view the Lamb of God, who taketh away 
the sin of the world, and thu showing that while the Ruler is one, his human nature will appear 
twice, in the moming and the evening of the dispenaation. The altar of incense is then ordained. 
On the similar starry emblem the victim held and pierced by the Centaur seems about to be 
placed. On the altar of incense the high priest was to sprinkle the blood of the sin-offering 
once in the year, on the great day of atonement, the tenth of the seventh month. At that time 
the sun, among the stars of Scorpio, was over those etara called the Altar. On that great day 
the sun's place was by the red star Antares, the wounding, wherein is shown the bruising of 
Meeeiah's heel, and of the enemy's head. It is said that the Jewish calendar was rectified by 
reckoning in one year twelve, and in the next thirteen moons. Therefore if on that day in one 
year the sun was exactly over any star, in the next he would be near it, and in the third return 
to it again. On the day of atonement there were to be two goats, one slain, the other sent away 
into a " land of separation," of cutting off, as the Ull8een state. The death, resurrection, and 
ascension of the Divine Atoner are here typified. In the twins of Gemini, one mortal, the other 
immortal; in the united figures of Ophiuchu, the desired, and Hercules, who bruises the 
dragon's head ; in Capricom, the falling IIIICrifice, and Aries, the Lamb that had been slain, 
but now overcoming as Lord of lords •, we find among the stars responding emblems. On the 
fifteenth day of the seventh month the sun would be under the branch held by Hercules, and 
that in the hand of Bootes, having passed through the sign of which the branch is the leading 
idea. On that day the Israelites were to make themselves booths or tabemacles of branches • : 
they were to dwell in and be sheltered by Him whose name is the Branch. The star by 118 

called Spica, the ear of com, the seed, by the Arabs the branch, would be with the sun by day, 
and at other seasons by night mark its place, at that great feast which showed forth the dwelling 
on earth of Him who was to come, his tabernacling among men. The two birds of atonement­
one killed, the other let go free-also typify the death, resurrection, and ascension of Him who, 
coming down from heaven, should return thither. With these correspond the constellatiou 
Aquila, the wounded and falling eagle, and the eagle of Lyra, risen and triumphing. The slain 
bird was to be killed over water from a running stream : so the falling eagle is over the 
water ftowing from the um of Aquarius. Aquila, the wounded, Vega, the triumphant, in Lyra, 
and Cygnus, the wild swan going and retuming, are among the moat remarkable of the stars in 
our sky, and the first to be recognized by learners: would it not be well again to connect with 
them the death, resurrection, ascension, and coming again of the great object of prophecy, of 
Him who is equally the subject of the types of the Levitical Law and the emblems of ancient 
astronomy? 

While in the emblems and names of the signs ten more especially typify the promised Con. 
queror of the serpent, and two His people, in all the names of the sons of Jacob there is also 
a secondary reference to the people, the Church as typified by the Israelitish nation, These 
names were written on the breastplate', it should seem, beneath the emblems or abbreviated 

1 Exod. xxix. 1. 2 Heb. ix. 14. 
~ Rev. xvii. 14. • Lev. xxili. 
' It seems probable that in the breastplate only the abbreviations or hieroglyphics of the signs 

were engrsven, in literal obedience to the second commandment. The forms had been dese­
crated in the service of idolatry, which these abbreviated characters never had been. The horns, 
or power of wounding or bruising, of the two first signs, the union of the third, the possession in 
the fourth, the leaping forth in the fifth, the branch and spike in the sixth, the scales brought to 
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II.] NAMES OF THE SONS OF JACOB. 47 

characters of the signs. They contain all the letters of the Hebrew alphabet except five, which 
are interchangeable with those they do contsin. If, as Maimonides relates, it was by a super­
natural illumination of the gems of the breastplate (with which its name Husbon, tile Bilmt, 
agrees), in this manner the high priest would read off the words of the oracle. 

In the names given by Divine direction to the child of the prophet Isaiah, and to those of 
Hosea, we find example and authority for seeking the meanings in other names, especially in 
those of Divine selection, such as those of the stones of the breastplate, while in the name given 
to Noah, the meaning of which is recorded as intentionally app~ed, we find precedent for those 
of the sons of Jacob. · 

NOTES. 

Hengstenberg, in his" Christology," observes, "The encampment of Israel, Num. ii., has ita 
foundation in Genesis : in chapter xlix. is the key to the arrangement. The same order is 
observed in Num. vii." "Balaam intentionally refers to Gen. :rlix., also Moses in Dent. :nxiii." 
He thinks Sllilo is "our peace," or peace-giver, and alluded to in Luke ii. 14. 

Memes, "On the Fine Arts of the Jews," remarks, that "where Moses may seem ·to have . 
adopted Egyptian accessories, it is probable that he returned to patriarchal and even antediluvian 
forms of worship." 

Bunsen rejects the notion of an Indian origin of Egyptian mythology or science. Ancient 
writers attribute it to the Chaldeans, so more directly from Noah. 

NOTE ON JACOB. 

The first revelation was too familiar to Isaac and Rebekah not to be borne in mind in naming 
Jacob, "he shall take hold of the heel," and Esau, "the ordained,'' (as in 1 Kings xii. 32,) as 
the firstborn ordained, by that birthright be afterwards sold, to the headship of the family, and 
so far to the priestly office as to offer the family sacrifices. These names would then bear the 
meaning, "Jacob shall take bold of the bruised heel of Him, the Ordained to bruise the serpent's 
head." Esan appears to have been the name of the firstborn till he sold his birthright, 
afterwards Edom, the red, from the colour of his hair. It is possible that in thus naming his 
twin children Isaac might have in view the twins of the zodiac, one of whom has a name, Pollux, 
the ruler, to whom the name Wasat, the appointed or ordained, from the same root as Esau, 
would also apply. The other twin has a name, Castor, quickly coming, hastening, in allusion to 
which Jacob, as coming quickly after Esau, might be named, the root of Jacob having sometimes 
tbe sense of pursuing, coming along a track or way. From the names of his ancestors of the 
line of Seth, Isaac might have the idea of thus connecting the names of his descendants with the 
emblems of astronomy, or rather with the great truths those emblems were intended to convey. 

e'l'enness in the seventh, the sting in the eighth, the arrow in the ninth, the goat's boms with 
the fish's tail in the tenth, the water in the eleventh, the different turn of the heads and the 
band in the twelfth, all avoid tbe likeness of any thing in heaven or in earth. Like the cherubic 
heads, they typify the action, not the actor. 
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48 THE TWELVE SIGNS. (PART 

AS ALLUDED TO BY JACOB IN GEN. XLIX., AND BY MOSES IN 
DEUT. XXXIII. 

AQUARIUS, 
Reuben. 

PISCES, 
Simeon & Levi. 

LEo, 
Judah. 

VIRGO, 
ZebulOn. 

CANCER, 
I88BChar. 

ScoaPm, 
Dan. 

ARIES, 
Gad. 

SAGI'IT ARIU80 

Aaher. 

CAPRlCORNUS, 
Naphtali. 

TAURUS, 
Joeeph. 

GJ:IIINI, 
Benjamin. 

BY JACOB, 
Gt'it. :dix. 

Ver. 4. 
Poured out as water. 

6. 
Bretllrm; 

9. 
A lion, &c. 

13. 
He ahall dwell. 

14 and Hi. 
A 1trong 1111: he saw his rt~tiftg. 

place, that it was good. 

17. 
A 1erpent lJg tile wag. 

19. 
A troop shall pierce him. " He 

shall be pierced in the heel." 
20. 

The sweet inftuences of a king, 
Job xnviii. 81. 

21. 
A llind lei /o01e, released, or sent 

forth. 
22. 

The da~~ters walk before the lJull. 

• 27. 
The wolf shall tear: in the mom-

• ing he shall feed on the prey, 
in the evening he shall divide 
the spoil. 

BY MOSES, 
Deut. xxxiii. 

Ver. 6. 
Let not his men be few. 

8. 
Thy Urim and thy Tlaummim. 

7. 
Bring him unto his people : let 

his llanda 1 be sufficient for him. 

18. 
Rejoice, Zebulon, in thy goiJtg out 

or forth. 

18. 
I88BChar, in thy tent1. 

22. 
He shall leap or Bpring (as the 

adder). 

21. 
He provided the firll part for him­

self, &c. 

25. 
Thy 1lloe1 shall be iron and brass. 

23. 
Satisfied with favour, and filled 

with the blessing of the Lord. 

17. 
His glory like the firstling of his 

lJulloclt • 

12. 
The lJdot1ed of the Lord shall dwell 

between his shoulders. 

Josephus informs us that the twelve tribes of Israel bore the twelve signs on their banners ; 
and the Chaldee paraphrase, of a still earlier date, asserting the same, adds that the figure of a man 
was borne on the standard of Reuben, a bull on that of Ephraim, a lion on that of Judah, an 
eagle on that of Dan. The Targnma also attribute to Dan a crowned serpent, or basilisk. 

Libra was not borne on any of the standards, Simeon and Levi being included together under 
Pisces, and the place of Libra and of Levi in the encampment of Israel being that occupied by 
the Tabernacle. 

Part of these prophetic annunciations are as yet unfulfilled. some relating to the final triumph 
of the " King Messiah," and some to the eventual position of the tribes in the restoration ol 
Israel to their own land. The prediction early accomplished, that the sovereignty should be 
vested in the tribe of Judah, was the authentication, the seal of the remaining prophecies. As 
surely as David the son of Jesse, of the tribe of Judah, reigned on Mount Zion, so Purely unto 
that Shilo, that Prince of Peace, who is the root and offspring of David, will be the gathering of 
the nations. 

1 The word equally applies to the fore-paw of an animal, as does the "arm" in ver. 20. 
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~~ptli nf tyr trnitiral tumt 
CORRESPONDING WITH THE SIGNS, OR THEIR ACCOMPANYINU 

CONSTELLATIONS. 

The paschal lamb (Se, A:rab. progtny, Egypt. 1on), 
With Aries, the ram or Jamb. John i. 29. 1 Cor. v. 7. 

Exod.12. 

The young bull, the offering at the consecration of the high priest, 
With Taurus, the bull. Heb. ix. 11, 12. 

{ Exod.29. 
Lev. 8. 2. 

The two goats of the day of atonement, 
With Gemini, the twins, or pair. Heb. ix. 13, 14. 

The firstborn of cattle to be redeemed, r 
With Cancer, the redeemed possession, under the type of cattle. Col. i.15.l 

The cup, or basin, 
With the cup, crater, in Leo. Matt. xxvi. 89. 

The firstfruits of com, 
With the ears of com in Vugo. 1 Cor. xv. 23. 

The crown of the high priest, 
With the Northern Crown in Libra. Matt. xxvii. 29. Rev. xiv. 14. 

The high priest making the sin-offering, 
With Ophiuchus and Hercules in Scorpio. Heb. x. 12. 

The golden altar, 
With the altar in Sagittarius. Heb. xili. 10. 

The goat of the sin-offering, 
With Capricomus. Heb. ix. 28. 

The running water, over which the birds were one to be killed and one let go, 
With Aquarius. John iii. 5; iv. 14. 

{ 
{ 

Lev. 16. 

E:r.lS.I2,13; 
34. 19, 20. 

Exod.12. 22; 
24. 6, 8. 

Exod.23. 19; 
34. 22, 26. 

Exod. 29.6. 

Exod. 30. 10. 

Exod. 40. s. 

Lev. 4. 24. 

Lev.l4.s, 6. 

If any evidence were desired to show that these correspondences are simply from the 
identity of the subject, redemption by the promised Messiah, it may be found in the 
absence of any thing referring to the sign Pisces. . 

The coincidence, more or less complete, between the other emblems of the signs 
and the types of the Levitical law is consequent on the sameness of the subject, the 
Redeemer and His work. The law as given by Moses renewed, amplified, and gave 
additional and most solemn sanction to the first revelation, the original law of the 
human race. 

Here, as elsewhere, it should be observed that the animals of the signs, as well 
as those of the Levitical law, typified not the person hut the actions of Him who 
was to come; they came and they were sacrificed, by Divine appointment, in atonement 
for sin. 

The first type of the Levitical law was that indicated in the emblem of the lamb or 
ram in the sign Aries. In that sign it was ordained that the sacred year of the Jews 
should begin. The new moon in that sign was called the moon or month Abib, the 
beginning, when the ears of com began to swell. Then also the firstfruits were com­
manded to be offered in the temple : they were being so offered at the time of our 
Lord's resurrection. The bright star Spica, the ear of com, in Virgo, shone on that 
solemn hour, when very early in the morning, while it was yet dark, the predicted seed 
of the woman had become the firstfruit from the dead. 

If the supposition be correct that the bright star in Coma, which afterwards faded 
away, was Messiah's star, the star of Bethlehem, that also shone on the accom-

H 
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plished prophecy. The moon full among the stars of Libra, the type of the redemption 
now completed, might dim but would not eclipse it. 

It should seem that He who seeth the end from the beginning had overruled to the 
purposes of prophecy the placing of these emblems in the zodiac. The emblems them­
selves and their ancient names may be referred to mere human wisdom in their 
adaptation to the predictions they were intended to transmit, but the correspondence 
between their purport and the place of the sun when the events so typified occurred, 
must be the work of the Spirit of prophecy, whether consciously or unconsciously 
guiding those who so arranged them. When corroborated, in the intervening ages, by 
the analogous types of the law, the proof that a revelation had been given, that the 
Lord had spoken, is complete. 

The person and work of Christ it is allowed were foreshown in the types of the Levi­
tical law; it might therefore be anticipated that the symbols of the ancient sphere cor­
responding with them would be again met with in the New Testament. First, of the ear of 
corn, the seed, our Lord makes use as typifying Himself, His death, His resurrection, and 
the increase of His spiritual ofFspring, where He thus speaks, "Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, 
it bringeth forth much fruit." The word here translated "corn" is rendered in the 
Hebrew New Testament by the word for seed in Gen. iii. 15. The same emblem is 
again adopted by St. Paul as to the general resurrection. The accompanying symbol, 
the palm-branch, employed so often by the prophets 1, was recognized as belonging to 
the expected Messiah, the s'on of David, by the great multitudes who hailed His entry 
into Jerusalem strewing palm-branches in the way. It may be seen that each human 
figure in the ancient sphere carried a palm-branch. Baion, in the Greek, as in the 
Semitic dialects, is "which cometh." Bai is also the Egyptian name of the palm branch. 

The divinely appointed emblem of the victim-Lamb was at once applied to Him whom 
it typified, by the voice that in the wilderness was crying, Prepare ye the way of the 
Lord, as" the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the world." The victim held 
by the centaur, about to be pierced by the dart in his other hand, prefiguring the 
weapon that pierced the Lamb of God on the cross, corresponded from the beginning 
with the sacrifice of Abel and of Abraham, and the paschal lamb itself, which 
was pierced at the very moment when the Lamb of God expired, rendering all 
other eacrifice vain. When Christ our Passover was slain for us, the great cycle of the 
dispensation of types and shadows was accomplished. The very Jews themselves, who 
reject the one great ofFering their law so long prefigured, have now no sacrifice. The 
Levitical law, like the emblems of ancient astronomy, remains to tell to all earth's 
coming age• that of old the Lord hath spoken. 

NOTE. 

Tho lambs were to be sacrificed for a peace-ofFering. (Lev. xxiii. 19.) Hyde on the 
religion of the ancient Persians, remarking that "the symbols of the twelve signs came 
to us from the most ancient Chaldeans and Phrenicians," adds, that "the Gemini of the 
Phrenicians were not human figures, but twin kids or lambs." It is therefore probable 
that the ancient Hebrews so figured that sign, especially as the name by which they 
knew it, Thaumim, is applied to kids or lambs, as in Cant. iv. 2. 

1 Isa. iv. 2; :xi. J. Jer. xxiii. 5; :xx:xiii. )5. Zech. iii. 8; vi. 12. 
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AS CONNECTED WITH THE EMBLEMS OF ANCIENT ASTRONOMY. 

Tuu "'Mr-'1 CHERUBIM. IAI root oc .. H•bretJJ 
our• in tAi• root.. 
len.lt. ' 

Gen. 3. 24. Chernb, tllu tilt Migllty OM. 
Exod.25.!8. Che, tllu, in thil manner. tllu Gen.32. 4. lT.) 

2 Sa. 22.11. Rub, the Mighty. mig lily laa.63.J. l, 
I Kga.6.24. 

FACES. 
Ezek. I. 6. Man, Adam, the liffeneu. liffeneu Gen. I. 26. 0"1 

Lion, Arieh, coming (Arab. sense) tU ligllt, a mer; also, 
1eparating, rending. Ps. hu. 12. flood Amos 8. s. "'M 

Ox, or Bull, Shur, coming, 1tepping forth. 1tep1 Job 23. 11. ,~It 

Rev. 4. 7. or Calf, Eglah, coming again, tU circling. 
round about 2 Chr. 4. 2. ~~ 

Eagle, Nesir, CafUtd to come dotn. Separating (Arab. Job 37. 3. "111' 
sense). directeth 

Holy Scripture reveals to ua the Divine appointment of the cherubim at the east of 
Eden, over the mercy-seat in the tal!ernacle, and in the temple of Solomon. Had thia 
appointment not been made, it might be difficult to admit that the use of such figure• 
as those of the constellations, afterwards corrupted to the purposes of idol-worship, 
could have received the sanction of those "holy prophets who have been since the 
world began." Coeval with these prophets the emblems of astronbmy are traditionally 
held to have existed, and to have been invented by some of the earliest among them. 

As from the cherubic faces most of the idols of the heathen can be shown to have 
originated, the perversion of the astral figures to the usages of idolatry cannot be urged 
against their intention. On the authority of the divinely ordained emblem8, it may 
be permitted to infer the similar design and signification of those uninspired symbols 
that appear to have been constructed after their example. 

Whatever those cherubim might be which the Lord placed at the entrance of Eden, 
whether angelic existences or visionary similitudes, to Adam, Seth, and Enoch they 
must have been well known, and by them their meaning understood. If from the 
cherubic forms the figures of the constellations were derived, in order to explain these, 
the meaning of their originals should be ascertained. It is no where explicitly revealed 
what these cherubic emblems were intended to typify or to teach. The ancient Jews 
held that the cherubim in the holy of holies referred to the coming of the God of 
Israel to Sinai. They asaerted, however, that previously these emblems ''bad always 
been among believers, in the holy tabernacle from the beginning, when they were 
placed (tabernacled) before the gate of Eden:" also, that they were known to Noah 
and Abraham. Thus may be accounted for the prevalence of these forms before the 
time of Moses in the aculptures of Assyria, Etruria, and Egypt. In coneequence of the 
likeness between the figures of the Assyrian sculptures and those of the vision of 
Ezekiel, an idea baa arisen that Ezekiel might borrow hia imagery from those 
sculptures. But that imagery had a far earlier, a far higher origin : the similitudes 
there presented to the prophet had been placed at the gate of Eden, in the tabernacle 
of Moses, and in the temple of Solomon. When that temple was destroyed, Ezekiel 

H2 
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was taught to describe and transmit to posterity their forma, with which, being a priest, 
he was well acquainted. 

These symbolic figures would be to the ancient patriarchs what the types of the 
Levitical law were to their descendants, shadows of things to come 1• What then did 
they shadow forth 1 

Some Christian writers have attempted to explain the four cherubic faces as showing 
the human nature of Christ in union with the three persons of the Triune Godhead 2• 

By this theory the person of the Father was typified by the bull, for which there is 
no Scriptural authority. The person of the Son being so typified in sacrifice, this 
explanation seems at once set aside. By it the eagle was made an emblem of the 
Holy Spirit, wholly incongruous with that of Scripture, the dove. In the lion, how­
ever, they recognized an authorized symbol of the Messiah, the Lion of the tribe of 
Judah. To Him, and Him alone, the cherubim refer, as their forms and their name 
abundantly testify. 

Others have tried to interpret these "cherubim of glory" of believers, or ministers of 
the Gospel. Have they not overlooked, that He who appointed these emblems bas 
said, " My glory will I not gh·e to another a? " What unprejudiced mind would not 
revolt from the supposition that the representations of frail, fallible, sinful mortals 
could be enshrined in the awful sanctuary which it was death for man to enter, save 
once a year the high priest, in fear and trembling 7 The tendency of this interpretation 
is not "to hide pride from man," but to feed that self-importance which grace dis­
courages, but does not eradicate. To whom should these "cherubim of glory" refer, 
but to the Lord of glory ? What should they declare, but that " He that cometh, will 
come,"-tbe sacrifice and the sovereign 1 

The difficulties attendant on the foregoing interpretations are avoided by that which 
would explain the cherubic emblems as typifying what the promised Deliverer should 
do, rather than what He should be : not His person, but His actions : His coming, first 
to suffer, to redeem; again, to judge, to reign. As shown in the human face and that of 
the sacrificial bull, He was to come in human nature, and to be a sacrifice for sin ; as 
in the lion, coming to rend the prey, and the eagle descending from on high, He was, 
He is, to come again, to separate good from evil, to subdue all things unto Himself. 
When Ezekiel saw the cherubim in vision, they were coming, bringing onward the 
throne, above it the appearance of the Man, the second Adam, the likeness of the glory of 
God. In the sculptures of Assyria and Etruria, figures compounded of the cherubic 
forms are walking, coming, as are most of those of the constellations even as now 
delineated, and more strikingly so in the Egyptian sphere. " He who cometh" is the 
title of the promised Messiah from Genesis to Revelation. "Behold, He cometh ! " 
was the voiceless proclamation of the herald-cherubim at the gate of Eden: "Surely 
I come quickly," the annunciation of the Apocalypse. "Even so come, Lord Jesus," 
is the reply of the believer in all ages. 

We are not told whether the name cherub was appointed of the Lord, or whether 

1 Col. ii. 17. 
2 This interpretation has chiefly been supported by a passage in the Apocalypse, where the 

four living creatures having the faces of the cherubim are supposed to say (Rev. iv. 8, 9), 
" Thou hast redeemed us to God by Thy blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, 
and nation." But it is to be observed, that " every one of them" is literally " every man of 
them," the pronoun referring to them being masculine and singular, while the noun, the living 
creatures, is neuter and plural. These men, the twenty-four elders, then praised the Lamb for 
having redeemed them, and to their hymn the living creatures said, Amen. 

a Isa. :1lii, 8. 
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Adam gave the name, as to the animals, from what the object before him indicated. 
This, as to the cherubim, he could only know by its agreement with the revelation be 
received. By the promise of the seed of the woman might be explained the face of the 
man; by the rite ofsacrifiee, that of the bull; by the second coming announced by Enoch, 
those of the lion and of the eagle. Other names are recorded in Scripture, as given by 
divine command, all expressive and containing their message in themselves; as Israel, a 
prince of God: there are also names, as Noah, given ou account of their meanings. The 
name Cherub may therefore be expected to contain its own message. No explanation ofit 
is given in Holy Writ. When first mentioned it is as the cherubim 1, as if equally well 
known to the writer and the readers of the record. 

Adam appears to have given names to the animals brought to him from the actions 
be saw them perform, or saw they were fitted for. These names were probably those 
preserved in the Hebrew, Arabie, and other ancient dialects. The animals whose faces 
formed parts of the cherubic images were no doubt seen and named by him. Names 
given by man aa denoting actions, would be intelligible to man as expressing actions: 
figures suggesting those ideas were accordingly used in the forms of the cherubim ; 
they spoke to man in his own language. Adam saw each of these three al\imals coming, 
with different modifications of that leading idea. Thus the bull came stepping on the 
earth; Arieh, the lion, sprung swiftly forward; Nesir, the eagle, came descending 
from the clouds of heaven. 

The four cherubic forms were early appropriated, as emblems, to tl1e four Evan­
gelists. To St. Matthew was given the man, because of beginning with the genealogy 
of the supposed father of the Messiah, whose heir he became through his mother Mary. 
To St. Mark was given the lion, some say because he alone mentions the wild beasts 
being with Christ in the wilderness. To St. Luke the ox, a sacrificial animal, as most 
explicit on the subject of the incarnation of Christ at his first coming to be a sacrifice 
for sin. To St. John the eagle, because he early relates Christ's declaration to 
Nathanael of the glory of the second coming. Thus Jerome and Ambrose divide 
them; but Augustine says he prefers "the tradition" which gave the lion to Matthew 
and the man to Mark. Neither of these traditions lays any claim to inspiration: their 
chief importance is in showing that neither the interpretation which would make the 
cherubic forms symbolize the Holy Trinity, nor that which would lower them to em­
blematize human beings, was prevalent in the primitive Church. 

To the opinion that they in any way referred to the Divine Saviour, the Mighty One 
who should come, it has been objected that "the living creatures" in Rev. iv. "give 
glory" to Him that sitteth on the throne : but so does, or ought to do, man bearing 
the likeness of Him who made and who redeemed him. The likeness, whether in 
fiesh Jr i: spiritual existence, is not the reality, but the shadow; and the shadow may 
well bow down before the substance. Before the shadow, the image, we may not bow : 
in so doing, the Israelites in the wilderness, and Jeroboam in Samaria, were guilty of 
idolatry. These emblems were not ordained to be worshipped, but to instruct, to fore­
show the two comings of Him who was to come, in whom should dwell the fuluess of 
the Godhead bodily, as the God of Israel dwelt between the cherubim. 

1 Gen. iii. 24, where the definite article is omitted in the E. V. 
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Aau:s, 

TAU RUB, 

GEMINI, 
CANCER, 
LEo, 
VIRGO, 

LIBB.A, 

ScoRPIO, 
8AGITTABIU8, 
CAPRICORNUB, 
AQUABIUB, 
PISCES, 

SYMBOLS OF THE CONSTELLATIONS. 

~~mhnls nf tgt <tnnlifdlntinWJ. 
THE TWELVE SIGNS. 

The lamb, of innocence, meekness. Emd. xii. 3. 

The bull, of power, rule. Exocf. nix. 1. 

Gemini, of union, entwining, twins. Lev. xiv. 22. 
The crab or acarabeens, of holding or binding. 
The lion, of victory. Gen. xlix. 9. 
The ear of com, of seed or offspring. Exod. :nii. 29. 

The balance, of weighing. Lev. xix. 36. 

The scorpion, of wounding. 1 Kings xii. 11. 
The arrow, of going forth. Ps. xlv. 6. 
The kid of sacrifice. Lev. :xxiii. 19. 

(PART 

Tt:ell tDit6t: 

10 """'· f Isa. 63. 7. 
\. Lu. 10. a. 
{ Ps. 22. 12. 

Iss. 34. 7. 
Cant. 6. 6. 
Gen. 49. ll. 
Ps. 7. 2. 
Dent.26. !. 

{ Iss. 40. 12. 
Dan. 6. 27. 
Ezek. 2. 6. 
Zech. 9. H. 

The water of cleansing. Lev. Yiii. 6. Iss. xxrv. 6, 1. John iv. 11. 
The fishes, of multitudes. Luke v. 6. John xxi. 6. Matt. iv. 19. 

Exod.12.3. 
Iss. 44. 3. 
Eze.47.9,10. 

Such are the meanings of the names, such the distinguishing qnalities of the objects, such the 
use made of them as symbols in all times and countries. An exception, however, must he made 
as to the crab or aacred beetle of Egypt, the acarabeeus. The Semitic word Sarlan applied to the 
sign is the binding, the holding fast, as the crab its prey, the acarabeens its Dell$, its progeny. 
The foal of the ass bome on the standard of Issacbar was to be botmd to the Yine, as the Church 
to the true Vine. The Egyptian acarabeens has by some been interpreted as symbolizing the sun 
at the summer solstice, where in the sphere that figure is frequently placed, because it was said 
to pass half the year above and half below the ground ; by others it has been held to typify, like 
the butterfly of the Greeks, the immortality of the soul, part of its existence being passed upon 
or under the earth, part soaring above it in the boundless heaven. In this Yiew the acarab~eus 
becomes an emblem worthy of the series with which it is connected. It is often seen in Egyptian 
remains I ascending with expanded wings, with human figures below in attitudes of admiration, 
so, like the Grecian Psyche, emblematizing the human soul freed from the body, rising to 
celestial life and endless happiness. The resemblance of the Egyptian mummies to the chrysalis 
has often been noticed; and the idea of thus preser't'ing the human body for the expected 
resurrection may have thence originated 2. 

Of the remaining thirty-six symbols, the Decans, the 1st, the 16th, and the 36th are the 
woman, every where a prophetic type of the Church, 

Cassiopeia, 

Virgo, 
Andromeda, 

Perseus, 
Orion, 
Auriga, 
Bootes, 
Ophiuchus, 

Hercules, 

As the Church enthroned in glory. 

, the Church in which the promised seed is bom. 

{ lss.54.11,12. 
Rev.19.7,s. 
lsa. 7. H. 

, the Church in bonds, from which the promised deliverer re­
leases her. 

In the 3rd, 4th, 6th, 18th, 22ud, and 34th the man represents 
the promised seed, the Redeemer, 

As coming to break the bonds of the Church. 
, coming in glory. 
, the good shepherd. John x. 11. Ps. xxiii. 
, the keeper of the flock. Ps. cxxi. 3. 
, bruising the head of the enemy, recei't'ing the wound in the 

heel. 
, the deliverer kneeling as wounded, but about to crush the head 

of the dragon. 

Iss. 49. 24. 

Mic. 2. 13. 
Isa. 63. 1. 
Iss. 40. 11. 
Ps. 121. s. 

Isa. 63. 10. 

I For instance, on the sarcophagus of Alexander in the British Museum. 
2 Herodotus was told by the Egyptian priests, that after 3000 years the dead would rise again. 
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Ursa Minor, 

Ursa Major, 

Argo, 
Southern Fish, 

Head of Me-
dusa, 

Lepus, 
Hydra, 
Serpent, 
Draco, 
Cetus, 

SYMBOLS OF THE CONSTELLATIONS. 

As the flock of the Good Shepherd, the Lord's people are repre­
sented in the lOth, lith, and 12th; and in the 33rd by the 
ancient Christian emblem of the Church, the fish. 

The lesser flock, of the suffering Church, resting on the Lamb that 
was slain. Mic. vii. 14. Ps. lx:nii. 20 ; ln:viii. 62. 

The flock of after times, looking to Orion coming in glory, and 
following Arcturus their keeper and guardian going before. 
Isa. lx. 7. Jer. :u:iii. 3. 

The company of the Prince, the desired, the seed. 
The Church refreshed by the pouring forth of the Holy Spirit. 

The enemy appears in the 2nd, 7th, 13th, 23rd, 2Sth, and 
36th, 

As finally subdued. Ps. lxvili. 21. 

, trodden under foot. 
, with the cup of wrath resting on him. 
, wrestling, but overpowered. 
, encircling the centre of the sphere. 
, bound, nuder the foot of the Lamb that had been slain. 

55 

Ttzu whtrt 
10 u1ed. 

Lu. 12. 32. 

Job. 10. 16. 

Cant. 6. 13. 

Gen. 3. 15. 

Ps. 91. 13. 
Ps. 75. s. 
lsa. 27. 1. 
ReT. 12 . •• 
Rev. 20. 2. 

Each of these symbolical figures is performing a typical action, an action suited to the nature 
of the object it represents. The southern fish might seem to he an exception, for fishes do not 
drink; but water is to be drunk, and must here be considered the symbol. That of which the 
fish is the type, the multitude of the Church, is here shown drinking in the water of life, as pro­
mised by her Lord to the woman at the well of Samaria. 

However well known may be the general forms of the twelve signs of the zodiac, they are 
often in some particulars incorrectly represented, thus obscuring their leading ideas ; as, in 
heraldic terms, Aries, the ram or lamb, should be couchant, while the bull and lion should be 
ptulant. Aries should be holding in his fore-foot the band that unites the two fishes of Pisces, 
and also that with which the sea-monster or Jevisthan is bound ; the bnll rushing on 88 if 
overthrowing, dispersing his adversaries. In the twins, the first holds an arrow, the second a 
palm-branch. The crab has been hopelessly corrupted, apparently from the scarab~eus, the 
sacred beetle of the Egyptians, bot preserving the idea of holding fast a possession. The lion 
is coming, leaping forth,. his foot over the bead of the serpent Hydra. The virgin holds in one 
hand a palm-branch, in the other an ear of com. The scales should be uneven, the northern 
exalted, the southern depressed. The sting of the scorpion should be reverted, 88 in wounding; 
the arrow coming forth ; the goat or kid sinking down, and having the body of a fish ; the man 
pouring forth the water, standing, risen ; the fishes bound together and looking different ways. 
These emblems, even in some of the ancient Oriental zodiacs, Jose their characteristics. 

Typical actions, and the representations of actions, apeak alllangnagea ; of them it may well 
be said, there is neither speech nor langusge, but their voice is beard among them ; and such we 
find in the Twelve Signs. The woman upholch the branch and seed; one scale weighing down 
the other; the sting of the scorpion rnerting to the heel ; the foot of the conqueror broiling 
the head ; the arrow being 1ent forth from the bow ; the victim-goat bowing down ; the water 
being poured forth ; the fishes bound together ;· the ram holding in his forefoot their band, and 
that of the enemy below, whose head he is broiling with the other foot; the bead of the bull 
represented as nuhing on ; the twins entwining each other; the claws of the crab, or scarab~eus, 
Aolding the possession ; the lion leaping forth to rend the prey : all being actions expresaing the 
prophecy to which they refer. . 

The decans, or other constellations, also each represent an action developing or extending the 
meaning of that represented in the sign to which they severally belong. 

1. In Cassiopeia the liberated woman is aetting free her hair. 
2. The head of Medusa is being carried as in triumph by the armed man. 
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56 SYMBOLS OF THE CONSTELLATIONS. (PART 

3. Perseus, the breaker, is brtaliftg the bands of Andromeda, the chained woman, aDd et.rrryirlg 
the bead of his conquered enemy. 

These actions exemplify the chief purport of the sign Aries, in which they are placed, 
showing that He who w88 Himself pierced, bruised, or broken, aball break the bonds of 
His Church, and bruise the head of His enemy. 

4. With Taurus, the ruling, Orion conm in splendour and in strength, his foot treading upon the 
enemy. 

6. Eridsnus, the river of the Lord,ftoro• on. 
6. Auriga, the shepherd, carries one of his tlock in his bosom. 

Here are expressed the victorious coming, the tlowing forth, the auperintending care of 
the Prince, the Ruler, the Shepherd of His people. 

7. Lepus, representing the enemy in Gemini, is troddm 011 by Orion, while the two doge or 
wolves are coming guickly, being named 

8. The Prince, aud 
9. The Redeemer, whom they typify. 

So showing the two comings of Him, who in one person is David's Lord and also his Son; 
and they arcompauy Orion, to whom they are always said to belong. 

JO. Ursa Minor, the lesser sheepfold, whose stars revolve round the pole, the cynosure, called by 
the Arabs the kid, thus showing that they belong to Him on whom they wait, the Lamb 
of God, typified from the beginning of the world in the ordinance of aacrifice. 

IJ. In Ursa Major, the greater sheepfold, the sheep are fo//Qwing Arcturus, their keeper and 
guardian. 

12. Argo, the company of travellers, isfollOIDing Canopus, their prince and their guide. 
13. In Leo, Hydra, the subdued enemy, is trodden under fool. 
14. The cup of wrath is poured out on him, and 
J 6. The bird of prey is seen rending his ties b. 
16. In Virgo the seed is borne by the woman. 
17. The centaur is piercing the victim. 
18. Bootes or Arcturus, t.he guardian of the tlock, is going before them. 
19. In Libra the cross is placed under the feet of the centaur, who is coming 88 towards it. 
20. The crown above his head seems threatened by the serpent, while 
21. The victim is being pierced, the altar, the cross, and victim showing the price of re­

demption. 
22. In Scorpio the serpent is struggling with Ophiuchus. 
23. Ophiuchus is wre1tling with the serpent, bruiling the head of the scorpion, receiving the 

wound in the heel. 
24. Hercules lrneeling from having received the wound in the heel, threaten~ to bruise the bead 

of the great serpent, Draco. 
26. Draco, the dragon, accompanying Sagittarius in his going forth, is wreathing himself round 

the pole. 
26. The altar under SsgittariusftameB 88 it receives the victim. 
27. The aacending eagle in Lyra goelforth as in triumph. 
28. In Capricorn us the arrow of·deatb is Bent forth. 
29. Aquila, t.he falling eagle, deacendl as smitten. 
30. The dolphin is rai1ed, lifted up. 
:n. In Aquarius, Cygnus, the swan, is returning from afar. 
32. The winged horse is coming quickly. 
33. The southern fish is drinking in the water of life. 
34. With Pisces, Cepheus, the branch, as the king is firmly Blanding crowned on high. 
36. The chained woman is being liberated from her bonds. 
36. The enemy lies bound under the foot of Aries, which holdl the band. 

When it is seen that every explanation here given of the action in each emblem is borne out 
by the meaning of the ancient names, the unity and consistency of the original design will be 
made evident. So explained the emblems annexed to the stars of heaven do indeed "declare the 
glory of God." 
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II.] SYMBOLS OF THE CONSTELLATIONS. 57 

"A threefold cord is not quickly broken."-Eccles. iv. 12. 
"In the mouth of two or three witnesses e'\"ery word shall be established."-2 Co~. 

xiii.l. 

11Ie emblems, the names, and the prophecies agreeing present such a threefold cord, 
such witnessing. 

Bmblte~~. 

The ram, 

or lamb, 

The bull, 

The twins, 

The crab, or 
scarabeus, 

The lion, 

The virgin, 
The scalea, 
The scorpion, 
The archer, 

The goat, or 
kid, 

The water­
bearer, 

The fishea, 

Namea. 

ARIES, the ram, coming forth. { 
Taleh, the Jamb, •mtfortll. 

pierced. 
El Nath, Natik, the slain, the { 

TAURUS, the bull, coming to rule. { 
GEMINI, the twins. Thaumim, the united. The union of the 

Divine and human nature. 
CANCER, holding the possession. Sartan, who holds or billd.t. 

Proplltclll. 

Isa. 63. 1. 
Mic. 5. 2. 
Gen. 22. 8. 
Zech.J2.10. 
lsa. 32. 1. 
Mic. 5. 2. 
Zec.6.12,13. 

Gen. 49.11. 

LEo, leaping forth. .Arieh, rending. { Ibid. 
Rev. 6. 5. 
lsa. 7. H. VIRGO, the virgin, or woman. Bethulah, t~irgin. 

LIBRA, weighing. AI Zubena, redemption. 
ScoRPio, the conflict. Akrab, scorpion, or conflict. 
SAGITrARms, the arrow-bearer. Kesith, archer, or bow. AI 

Kaus, arrow. 
CAPRICORNus, the goat, or atonement, sinking down. Gedi,{ 

the kid, cut off, (Arab. sense.) 
AQuARIUS, the rising np and pouring forth of water. 

PxscEB, the fishes, multitudes, as foil. 

Ps.J30. 7, 8. 
Isa. 63. 3, 5. 
Ps. 46. 5. 

Isa. 63. 7. 
Dan.9. 26. 
Isa. 44. 3. 

Ezek. 47. 9. 

This threefold cord of the emblems, the names, and the prophecies in which those 
emblems and names are found, binda, as it were, their evidence to revelation. That 
God has spoken admits of evidence, is open to proof. Something of presumption seems 
to attend seeking or even bringing forward evidence that He il. That great founda­
tional truth we have by tradition. Once taught to look for Him, we see Him in His 
works; else, like those beasts of the field who are said to be deficient in the power of 
raising the eyes to heaven 1, we might fail to recognize those traces of His Divine 
Presence. So witnessed to, we learn from these ancient emblems that God had spoken, 
bad given the prophecies they embody. Could man know of himself, what is here pre­
figured, that One whom his co-temporaries should call " the Lamb of God " should be 
slain, pierced, when the sun should be in the stars they had called the lamb, the slain, 
the pierced? Could man of himself foresee, that fifteen hundred years before that time, 
and more than two thousand from the time when these emblems are known to have 
been in use, the people among whom that One should be born would begin to slay a 
lamb in every family at that precise period in every returning year? 

Surely we may say, God had spoken. Needs there any other evidence that HE IS? 

1 It is said that cows and sheep probably never saw a star, not having the muscle which 
elevates the eyea. 

I 
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58 TYPES OF THE APOCALYPSE. (PART 

~~lttli uf tgt i¥nrnl~¥llt, 
CORRESPONDING WITH THE EMBLEMS OF THE CONSTELLATIONS. 

The Lamb who had been slain, 
With Aries, Caprioorilna, the victim held by the centaur. 

The four living creatures before the throne, 

{ Rev.&.6; 
7• IT. 

Rev.-'· 6, T, 

With Leo, Talll'll8, the man in Aqnarina, the eagle aboTe Soorpio. 
{ 8. 

The white horae and the crowned archer, 
With Sagittarius. 

The golden altar, 
With the altar in Sagittarius. 

The dragon, 
With Draco. 

The serpent, 
With the serpent held by Ophiuchus. 

ReT, 6.!, 

{ Rev. 8. 3; 
II. I. 

Rev. 12. 3, 9. 

Rev. 20. 2. 

ReT. 12. 1,5. The woman crowned with twelve stars, 
With the woman in Virgo ; 
With the woman in Andromeda, when fleeing fiom the face of the Ibid. H. 

serpent; 
With the woman in Caaaiopeia, when as the bride, 

wife. · 

"Having on His head a golden crown," 
"On His head were many crowns," 

With the Northern Crown. 

the Lamb'sf 

{ 
Rev. 19. T, s; 

21. 9. 
Rev. 6. 2; 

14. 16; 
19. 12. 

It has been observed by those who would refer the ongm of all religions to the 
constellations, that in the imagery of the Apocalypse may be traced some correspond­
ence with the stellar symbols. With the explanation here given that these emblems 
typify the progressive manifestations of "the Great One," who is, and was, and is to 
come, this is not surprising; visions, typical forma, impre11ed on the eye, mental or 
bodily, of the seer were from the beginning made the means of conveying the know­
ledge of future events to the prophet who was to declare them. Those seen by Daniel 
are, as it were, the key, the foundation of those seen by John. Neither the beasts of 
Daniel nor those of the Apocalypse were real existences, but images presented to the 
prophet's sight. He who explained the vision to Daniel ·told him that the beasts 
typified empires, and the horns kings. The distinguishing quality of the beast seems 
to be that it knows not God; its other characteristics depend on its form, one con­
figuration expressing ferocity, others swiftness or voracity. The woman with wings like a 
stork and the four horses of Zechariah were visionary, not actual existences; so were 
the star-crowned woman and she who rode the seven-headed beast in the Apocalypse. 
Among these visions brought before St. John, some coincide with those presented to 
the minds of the ancient prophets, and others with the typical actions and forms of the 
Levitical law. The candlestick of Zechariah, or lamp-stand with seven lamps, is the 
forerunner of the seven aeen by St. John, having no analogous figure in the conatel­
lations. The Lamb as it had been slain, in the midst of the throne, answers to Aries, 
Capricorn us, and the victim, and to the rite of sacrifice from Abel downwards. 

The four cherubic forma, aa found in the four cardinalsfgns, are seen by John as separate 
living creatures, typifying the two comings of Him before whom they stand. As 
tl1e man He had come, as the sacrifice He had made atonement for sin, but He 
was yet to come, separating good from evil, as the lion rends the prey, descending 

I 
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II.) TYPES OF THE .APOCALYPSE. 59 

as the eagle from heaven. When both comings were future, the four symbols were 
united; when one was past, they were separated. 

The golden altar before the throne, in the Apocalypse, responds to that below Sagit­
tarius; the dragon whose tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, to that which 
wreathes around the northern pole. He that sat on the white cloud had on his head a 
golden crown; so Cepheus, the never-setting king of the arctic sky, is represented. 
The white horse on which goes forth the crowned rider, conquering and to conquer, 
agrees with that called Pegasus, always said to be white. The black horse, whose 
rider bas a pair of balances, suggesting Libra, may be likened to that of Sagittarius; 
the red or blood-coloured horse, to whose rider was given a great sword, to the Centaur 
armed with a spear. 

The woman equally symbolizes the Church in the constellations and in the Apocalypse. 
The woman crowned with twelve stars 1, bears, like the virgin of the zodiac, the promised 
infant; she is threatened by the serpent enemy as Andromeda; as the bride adorned 
for the marriage supper of the Lamb, she appears in Cassiopeia the enthroned in glory. 
Still, though the same figure is used, the likeness is only general. The woman of the 
Apocalypse has no branch, no ear of com ; she is not chained in her affliction, she is 
not enthroned in her beatitude. The dragon of the Apocalypse is bound, he of the 
constellations is trodden under foot. The starry crown is vacant, while on the head of 
the triumphant King of kings in the prophecy are many crowns. The unity of the 
subject appears in the resemblance of the symbols. Those of the Apocalypse, appointed 
by Divine wisdom, may throw light on those used by man to transmit the revelation 
which had been made to him. 

How could the magnificent and mysterious symbols of the Apocalyptic visions, tran­
lieendent in sublimity, unfathomed in manifold meaning, fulfilling and fulfilled, how 
could they be copied from the simple emblems of ancient astronomy 1 Who can think 
that these spiritually significant images could be derived from the familiar forms of the 
starry emblems 1 Such might well embody the figures of that first revelation, so 
concise in ita world-involving vastnesa, so plain in its announcements of infinite and 
eternal import, "He shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel." But the 
future, the everlasting triumph of the risen and victorious Messiah, and the brilliant 
happiness of His redeemed people, required, as they have found, imagery of unearthly 
splendour to set forth the glories of His celestial kingdom in eternity to come. 

The emblems of the constellations, their line which is gone out through all the earth, 
and their words ·to the end of the world, when read by the light of revelation, may be 
understood by the child in age as well as in capacity ; but the brightest imagination 
flags, the highest human intellect fails, in attempting to follow the flights of the 
Apocalyptic eagle 1• 

I These twelve stars appear to represent the twelve prophetic lights symbolized by the twelve 
signs, and also conveyed by the names of the twelve stones of Rev. :ui., when explained by the 
Semitic roots, as is shown in the annexed table, the references after the names of the stones being 
to texts in which the root is used in the sense here attributed to it. 

' In attempting to refer the symbols of the Apocalypse to those of the Constellations, Dupuis 
acknowledges he can give no explanation of the chapters between the fifth and the twelfth. 

I 2 
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60 PROPHECIES OF THE MESSIAH. (PART 

CORRESPONDING WITH THE TWELVE SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC AND THE 

TWELVE PRECIOUS STONES OF THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE HOLY 

CITY OF THE APOCALYPSE (RBv. ni.). 

ARIES, 
The ram, or 
lamb, his foot on 
the neck of the 
enemy. 

I. 

As the Lamb as it had been slain, 
head of the enemy. 

Exod. xii. 11. Ps. ex. 1. Rev. v. 6. 
Beryl, the Son. Ps. ii. 12. Ascended. 

II. 

As subduing His enemies. 

Prediclioou 
of fuljllmnd. 

bruising the Gen. 3. 15. 
lsa. 27. 1. 
Heb. I. 13. 

Gen. ii. 6. 

Ps. 72. 9. TAURUS, 
The bull 
rushing on. 

as Gen. :uii.17. Ps.ii.9; xviii.47; xlv.6; ex. 1. Isa. 1 Cor.15.25. 
Heb. 2. s. 

GEMINI, 
The twins, the 
united. 

CANCER, 
The crab holding 
the possession. 

LEo, 
The lion rend­
ing the enemy. 

VIRGO, 
The woman bear­
ing the branch, 
the seed. 

LIBRA, 
The scales of 
purchase. 

SooRPIO, 
The scorpion 
bruising the 
heel. 

xi. 4. 
Topaz, dash in pieces. Ps. ii. 9. 

m. 
As reigning in the Divine and human nature. 

Num. niv. 17, 19. Isa. xxxii. 1. Jer. niii. 6; xniii. 
16, 21. 1 Cor. xv. 25. 

Isa. 9. 6, 7. 
Zech. 6. 12, 

13. 
Chrysoprasus, the united (chain). 

breaking. 2 Sam. v. 20. 
Cant. i 10. Bruising, Rom. I5.I2. 

IV. 

As possessing the reward of His sufferings, the 
multitudes of the redeemed. 

Gen. xxii. 17, 18. Ps. ii. 8. Isa. xi. 10; liii.IO, ll. 
Jacinth, He shall posseas. Gen. xiv. 19. 

v. 

Isa. 40. 10. 
Heb.2.9,10. 
Rev. 7. H. 

As executing judgment, separating 
evil. 

good from Dan.7.9,IO. 
Rev. 20.n, 

Enoch, in Jude 14, 15. Gen. xlix. 8, 9. Ps. ni. 8. 12· 
Matt. 25.31 Dan. xii. 2. 

Amethyst, He destroys. Ps. Iii. 5. 

VI. 

As the seed of the woman, the Son, the branch, 
coming forth. 

Gen. ill. 15; nii. 18. Isa. vii. 14; ix. 6; xi. 1. Jer. 
niii. 5. Zech. ill. 8; vi. 12. 

Jasper, He shall bruise and be bruised. Gen. ill. 15. 

VII. 

As redeeming, purchasing. 
Deut. uxii. 6. Job m. 25. Exod. vi. 6, 7. 2 Sam. 

·vii. 23. Ps. xlix. 7, 15; lnii. 14; cxu. 7. Isa. 
lxii. 12. 

Sapphire, number. Deut. nxii. 8. Ps. unvii. 6. 

VIII. 

As paying the price of redemption, His obe­
dience and sufferings. 

Gen. iii. ll'i. Ps. xi. 6-8. Isa. liii. 
Chalcedony, the atHiction, Ps. x. 8, of the Lord. Ps. 

ex. 1. 

--46. 

Fuljillttl. 

Matt.1,&c. 

Luke 1. 68. 
John 3. 16, 

17. 

Luke24.46, 
&c. 

1 Cor. 6. 7. 
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S.A.GITT.A.RIUS. 
The archer send­
ing forth the 
arrow. 

C..u>RICORNUS, 
The goat, the 
sacrifice sinking 
down. 

AQUARIUS, 
The water-bearer, 
water rising in 
the vase, and 
poured forth. 

PisCEs, 
The fishes, bound 
together. 

PROPHECIES OF THE MESSIAH. 

IX. 

As going forth, and sending forth His word. 
Gen. xlix. 10. Ps. xlv. 5; lxvili. 11. Rev. vi. 2. 

Emerald, He that keepeth thee. Ps. cui. 3--5. 

x. 
As dying, and making atonement by his death. 

Gen. iv. 4; :uii. 8. Exod. xii. 6. Lev. xvi. I5. Isa. 
!iii. 5. Dan. ix. 26. 

Sardonyx, the Prince. Isa. ix. 6. The Lord. P1. ex. 1. 
Smitten. Isa. !iii. 4. 

XI. 

As arising, ascending, and pouring out blessing. 
Hoe. vi. 2. Ps. xvi. 9, 10; bviii. 18; cxvili. 16, 17. 

Lev. xiv. 5, 6. Isa. xliv. 3. 
Sardius, the Prince. Isa. ix. 6. Who goee forth. 

Job :uviii. 8. 

xn. 
As uniting and upholding His Church. 

Gen .. ~. 5; nii. I7; xlix. 10. Isa. xlix. 6; li. 5. Ps. 
11. 8. 

Chrysolyte, He binds (u in chains). Cant. i. 10. 
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Matt.I0.5; 
28.19. 

Acts I. s. 

Matt. 27. 
&c. 

John I9.3o. 

Matt. 28. 7, 
&c. 

Acts I. 9. 

Acts 2. 47; 
4. 33, &c. 

"Other foundation can no man lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ •." 
"Not the Apostles, but the revelations concerning Christ contained in the names of the 
precious stones, on which their names were written, garnished that foundation. The 
twelve stars of the crown of the woman, the Church, in Rev. xii. I, and these twelve 
precious stones, were alike, in that both were lights. These stones contain eleven 
varieties of the diamond, and one expressly typical stone, in which are united rock­
crystal, which breaks other substances, and red clay, liable itself to be broken, showing 
forth the Divine and human nature of Christ in union. For this purpose then were 
these beautiful earth-stars created ; they tell of light shining in darkness, incorruptible, 
unchangeable, everlasting; they garnish the foundations as the stars of the firmament 
the over-arching of the new Jerusalem, the city that hath foundations, the building of 
God, not made with hands, eternal in the heavens 2• 

Significant names were given by Divine command under the old dispensation, and St• 
Paul lays much stress on the " interpretation " of the name and title of Melchizedek, 
therefore the names here given by inspiration must be supposed also to have significa­
tion, and to be capable, by " interpretation," of imparting instruction. Twice in the 
Apocalypse there is reference made to the Hebrew names of things spoken of; therefore 
as the Greek names of these stones explained by the Greek do not seem to convey 
instruction, they are here referred to their Hebrew roots. So interpreted they reflect 
the twelve lights of prophecy transmitted by the twelve signs, the starry heralds of the 
coming day, whose meridian glory shone on the Holy City which St. John was privi­
leged to behold. 

I I Cor. iii. II. J 2 Cor. v. ]. 
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ON THE 

PLENARY INSPffiATION OF THE SCRIPTURES, 

AS CONNECTED WITH THE NAMES OF ANCIENT 

ASTRONOMY. 

In the Ute here made of the coincidence between the names of astronomy and the 
words in which the Hebrew Scriptures are transmitted to ua, it is not only considered 
to be proved that these Scriptures were inspired, that the prophecies came in old 
time by holy men of God, speaking as they were moved by the Holy Spirit, but also 
that the words in which they were expressed were suggested to their minds by the same 
authority, the same divine overruling influence. The proof is to be found in the 
existence and acrurate fulfilment of prophecy. It is further assumed that we now 
have those words preserved to ua, with slight and unimportant variations, by means of 
the care taken of them by the Jews, those faithful guardians of the prophecies they 
failed to interpret, they having counted the number of each letter in each book, an 
enumeration still to be seen in their Talmudical writings. Nevertheless, as the addition 
of a letter in one place would compensate for the omission in another, there are varia-

. tiona, for the moat part such as in English would be occasioned by a superfluous letter 
inserted or omitted, or perhaps by the addition or omission of an article or a conjunction. 
Seldom do any variations occur in an important passage, and none are supposed or 
Uled in the derivations here given. 

Having therefore the Holy Scriptures in such a state of verbal preservation, the 
original meaning of the names of astronomy, of which the roots there occur, may be ascer­
tained. It is especially confirmed when the same word or its root is found in the name 
of the emblem or of ita a tara, and in the ~rophecy where that emblem is used as a type. 

These writings must have been in perfect preservation when Christ Himself, 
referring to them as of supreme authority, said "the Scripture cannot be broken," thua 
authenticating their verbal accuracy and plenary inspiration 1• Again, to the llOth 
Psalm, to a single word of it, and that involving a seeming difficulty, our Lord 
appeals, and His appeal silences His opponents. Desirous as they were to confute 
Him, they never thought of questioning the plenary inspiration or the correctness 
of their sacred books, which were then, and now are, those received by the 
Reformers, and alone acknowledged divine by the Anglican and other Protestant 
Churches. Our Lord also in many other places speaks of different books of these 
Scriptures as of indubitable authority; as of that of Daniel, predicting the time of His 
coming and the destruction of Jerusalem, in Matt. xxiv.15, where He quotes the precise 
words of the prophecy, "the abomination of desolation," the idol of the Romans, their 
military eagle. Thus He gives His sanction to the verbal accuracy as well as to the 
authenticity and genuineneae of that book; a book whose importance has caused it to be 

1 See Prof. Gauuen on plenary inspiration ; Haldane on •erbal inspiration, &c. 
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attacked by those who have not fully examined ita evidences, or who are unwilling to 
admit any evidenoe whatever of that supematurality of our religion, without which it 
becomes a mere system of morals. Had these " Scriptures," as held sacred by the Jews 
and forming the Protestant canon, contained any uninspired books, or any falsehood of 
any kind, He who was "The Truth" must have denounced it. Frequently condemning 
the teaching of the scribes, He never accuses them of corrupting the Scriptures of which 
they were the keepers; or had any undesigned corruption stolen upon the oracles of God, 
He who knew all things must have seen and exposed it. Should it be imagined that in 
the original writings unimportant words might be left to the writer to supply, the ques­
tion arises what words are unimportant. Mere human intellect, however desirous faith­
fully to transmit the prediction that had been indicated, might not have chosen the 
precise word required for the exact fulfilment of it. The accomplishment af the 
prophecy depended on the accuracy of every word. The Lamb of God, like that of the 
passover, was to be pierced, but not a bone of either was to be broken; the omnipotent 
and omnipresent Spirit of prophecy held the hands of the Roman soldiers; they 
pierced, but might not break. It may be said that these words are evidently important, 
but how could the unassisted mind of man discriminate between the vesture, the one 
mantle, and the many garments, the lot and the dividing, circumstances so apparently 
trifling, yet so remarkable in the fulfilment of the prediction ? 

In the original Scriptures not only were the words suggested to the mind of the writer 
by the Holy Spirit, but by superintending providence they have been most marvel­
lously preserved, as may be seen by the vital importance of single words to the accom­
plishment of prophecy, the stamp and seal of revelation. The Jew is still before us "a 
proverb and a by-word among the nations," nor is "one stone left upon another" of 
the temple that ita conqueror was so solicitous to preae"e. The great apostasy forbids 
to marry, and" silly women are led captive," as ita melancholy cloisters have witnessed 
for so many; ages. 

If plenary inspiration be granted, yet restricted to prophecy, it should be obse"ed 
that neither the passage of which our Lord speaks as Scripture that cannot be broken, 
nor that of which He says David in 8pirit called Him Lord, is prophetic. 

On any lower view of the inspiration of the Hebrew Scriptures little sympathy could 
be expected with the investigation of the support they afford to the theory of the 
prophetic import of the names and emblems of ancient astronomy. On any lower 
estimate of the integrity of the Hebrew text it would be difficult to account for the 
coincidence between those names and emblems with the words and figures found in the 
prophecies with which they correspond. If it be doubted whether the first revelation 
of God to man is recorded without failure in the written word, it will not be easily 
admitted that these antique symbols are indeed memorials of it. If, however, it be 
admitted that the original words of prophecy, written or spoken, were impressed by the 
Holy Spirit on the mind of the human agent, and that they have reached us without 
important variation, the coincidence with Scripture of the names and emblems will 
support their similarly prophetic signification. 

The manner in which these words could be so impres~ed baa been discussed, and the 
inquiry denounced as presumptuous; still analogies may have been given in the ordinary 
course of nature to help our conceptions of the extraordinary. Persons of fine musical 
ear can easily sing with a melody heard on an instrument for the first time. If about 
to sound a false note, there would be an inward perception of "wrong;" and the true 
would come with a delightful feeling of " right." So, under the Divine influence, 
might the tongue of the prophet, as "the pen of a ready writer," sweetly, safely flow 
on with the stream of inward harmony that governed it. Again, it is often alleged 
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that there is a style peculiar to each writer of the Holy Scriptures, and that therefore 
· the words they use could not have been given to them. Those who urge this objection 
seem to recognize this peculiarity in translations : it must therefore be in the ideas, 
not in the words. If the inspiration of the ideas be questioned, what becomes of the 
authority of the Bible ? 

Here again an illustration from the science of music may assist. The melody will be 
the same, though performed on different instruments. There is certainly a tone, a 
colouring, as it were, that distinguishes the princely Isaiah from the herdsman Amos, 
the lowly John from the highly-educated Paul, easier felt than defined. Or may it not be 
exemplified by the sunlight passing through a coloured medium, casting a different hue 
on the object it enlightens, but not changing its form or properties? The gold of 
morning on the sea does not dim the transparent brilliancy of its wide-flowing waters. 
The rosy hues of evening on the snowy mountain-top do not disguise the splendid 
purity of its wintry summits. So the light of inspiration may shine through the 
atmosphere of the individual mind, tinged but not obscured by its peculiarities, which 
may colour, but do not alter what those rays illuminate. 

With the plenary inspiration and accurate transmission of Scripture the signification 
of the names and emblems of ancient astronomy is closely connected, not as depending 
on, but as bearing testimony to it. If they embody prophecy, there had been a 
revelation : if they correspond with the revelation recorded in Scripture, they testify 
to its existence and to its purport. If in subsequent prophecy are found similar ideas, 
often expressed in the same words, these emblems accorded with the mind of the Giver 
of revelation : they should therefore be valued by us as reflecting, though not directly 
transmitting Divine light. They may be received as the commentary of good and 
wise men on the preceding revelation. The only express record of that revelation is 
in the early part of Genesis. In this book are divisions, each commencing with 
nearly the same form: "These are the generations." It has been supposed that the 
earliest inight be derived from Enoch, Seth, or even Adam I, To these patriarchs the 
invention of astronomy has been attributed by the ancient Hebrews, Persians, and 
Arabians. Thus may be accounted for the coincidence of parts of the written word 
afterwards given by Moses, with the names and emblems of that science. 

Those who treat this earliest history of man as "a mytb," an allegory, violate the 
reverence due to the words of Him, one of whose splendid attributes, frequently 
claimed by Himself, is truth. His very enemies said," We know that Thou art true." 
He, the manifested, the incarnate Truth, referred to this l1istory as a fact, saying of 
inan, "He created them male and f~male ;" and of the enemy, that he was a murderer 
from the beginning, a liar, and the father of it. 

Those who allege that our Lord in these allusions might accommodate His words to 
the prejudices of His bearers, offer Him an affront on which the consciences of Hi11 
adversaries did not allow them to venture. Standing in His august presence, they were 
forced to admit, that teaching the way of God in truth, He regarded not the person of 
men. Would it have been teaching the way of God in truth, to speak of that as fact 
which was a fable, a myth, an allegory? Let no names of men, however influential, 
induce us to disparage Him who has called Himself" the way, the truth, and the life." 

Our Lord Himself having thus authenticated the relation of the fall in Genesis, it is 
again repeatedly and more circumstantially adverted to by the Holy Spirit, speaking 
by the mouth of Paul. Could He, the Spirit of truth, who was to guide into all truth, 

J See Dr. Pye Smith's·Lectures, &c. 
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make or permit such reference to a myth, an allegory? When Paul used an allegory 1, 
he called it such; but to this history he appeals as recognized fact. With this history 
the emblems of the constellations coincide; the seed of the woman and the serpent in 
various figures pervade the sphere; in the primary prophecy it is written," He 1," the 
seed of the woman, "shall bn1ise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel." In the 
emblems the seed of the woman is figured by the ear of corn held in a woman's hand, 
marked by a bright star called Spica, and Subilon, the ear of corn. When figured as a 
man, one foot is on or over the head of tbe serpent, tbe other is held up as 
wounded; in that of Orion is ' found the name Saiph ti, the bruise or bruising, the very 
word of the written record. Thus every word must have been what it is, to account 
for and agree with the emblems and their names. 

The proof of the plenary inspiration of the Old Testament Scriptures derived from 
our Lord's words, as given in the Gospels, seems to require proof of the similar 
inspiration of those Gospels. 

Prophecy requiring verbal inspiration to display accurate fulfilment, those Gospels 
must have been so inspired, for they contain our Lord's predictions. He had foretold, 
what then seemed most improbable, the total destruction of that Temple which even 
the enemy was solicitous to preserve. How literally that prediction was fulfilled is 
well known : not one stone has been left upon another. The forewarned Christiana fled 
over the mountains, and were saved, ere tbe enemies had completed "to cast a trench 
around the city, compassing it round, and keeping it in on every side." The failure of 
a single word might have marred the warning and cost those precious lives; but the 
Scripture could not be broken, and that Scripture was their guide. The same faithful 
record contains those words which give the sanction of our Lord Himself to the Jewish 
Canon. By the literal accomplishment of that prophecy the three first Gospels were 
authenticated, as verbally inspired, to their own generation; the fourth by our Lord'a 
prediction, then also wholly improbable, that neither on the mountain of Samaria nor 
at Jerusalem should they worship the Father. 

By the equally literal accomplishment of His other prophecies every subsequent age 
has received additional authentication of these books. False Christa soon arose. 
Mahomet coming in his own name was received. "Wars and commotions, earthquakes, 
famines, and pestilences" have yearly testified to the precision of the prediction and 
the accuracy of the record. "Heaven and earth shall pass away," but His "words 
shall not pass away :" therefore they must have been recorded with unfailing exact­
ness. We are told He spake many more words than are written; but all that are 
written He spake. We may therefore rest in the conviction, that whether it be the 
Scripture to which He appealed, or that in which the appeal is recorded, as He said, 
" The Scripture cannot be broken." 

"Plenary inspiration" is here used as implying that the whole, and every word of 
the Original was inspired, and that every one of those words is and always has been 
and shall be in the world, some words being preserved in some MSS., and some in 
others, to be sought out by human industry and scriptural examination. 

1 Gal. iv. 
' He: not only is the pronoun masculine, but what is less liable to corruption, the verb also, 

thWI leaving the Vulgate without excuse in translating the pronoun ipsa, •he. The woman's 
foot is no where on the serpent's bead, the man's every where. See Lee's Lex. 

3 The rendering of Supb, the root of Saiph, as bruised, is confi=ed by the two Arabic seDJeS, 
stricken or wounded, and bitten ; alao by the corresponding Chaldee, to bruise. 
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ON THE IMMORTALITY OF THE SOUL 

AS KNOWN TO THE ANTEDILUVIAN PATRIARCHS, AND TO THE 

ANCIENT HEBREWS, AND INDICATED BY THE 

EMBLEMS OF ANCIENT ASTRONOMY. 

IT has been asserted that the immortality of the soul was not revealed in the Hebrew 
Scriptures, or to the early patriarchs. But what is well known is not the subject of reve­
lation; it is referred to incidentally, and as needing no confirmation 1• Such reference 
to the immortality of the soul may be pointed out, where it is said that Abraham ex­
pired, and "was gathered to his people 1." His soul was gathered to the "general as­
sembly of the first-born, of the spirits of just men made perfect 1," to Abel and to Enoch, 
but his body slept not with theirs; it was buried in the cave of Machpelah, where were 
none of the bodies of his forefathers, where only that of his wife Sarah was laid. No 
explanation was given, for none was needed. Those who wrote and those who read 
and heard knew that their God, the God of Abraham, was the God of the living; 
for that "all live to Him," they knew full well. In after times the Lord Himself 
announced, " Aaron shall be gathered to his people •:• There in the lonely sepulchre 
on the summit of Mount Hor was his body buried, in that utter solitude which still 
surrounds the desert mountain-top, unvisited but by the step of pilgrims from a far-o1f 
land, still testifying to its profound silence, its inviolate sanctity of seclusion. Again, 
the Lord said to Moses, " Die in the mount whither thou goest up, and be gathered to 
thy people, as Aaron thy brother died in Mount Hor, and was gathered to his people 5.'' 
So far was Moses from sharing the sepulchre of any of his fathers, that no human eye 
ever beheld that tomb of mystery', wherein the Lord Himself buried the exanimate 
corpse of His servant. Whether he appeared in the body or in the spirit, he waa 
seen, a living person on the mount of transfiguration. In after times arose the sect of 
the Sadducees, whose denial of the doctrine of the existence of the spirit proves that 
others held it. And good reason had the disciples of Moses to hold it, for he solemnly 
addresses God as "the God of the JJPinu of all flesh," when the spirits clothed in 
flesh heard and trembled before Him 7. 

As the man of the constellations typifies the human nature of the Messiah, so the 
woman typifies the Church, from Abel to the last of the elect of God who shall be 
hom of woman and added to the number. The promised Messiah was to be hom in or 

1 Gen. xv. 15. t Gen. xxv. 8. 
a Heb. xii. 23. Gill says," The people of God,' the spirits of just men made perfect,' the souls 

of all the saints who bad departed before him." Clarke says the same. 
' Num. xx. 24. 
5 Num. :u:vii. 13. "Thou shalt lit ®ton," in Deut. xxxi. 16; the word is so translated Job 

:r.iv. 12, a verse which ought to be read interrogatively: " Shall he not arise?" thus affirming, 
not contradicting, his resurrection. " With thy fathers," tt~m IU thy fathers : so rendered in 
Job ix. 26, this expression referring to the body, as "gathered to thy people" to the spirit. 
"Thou shalt go to thy fathers in peace," Gen. xv. 15, again referring to the disembodied spirit. 

• Deut. xxxiv. 6. 7 Num. xvi. 22; :u:vii. 16. 
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of the Church, as well as of the woman. The figure of the woman in the sign Virgo 
symbolizes the Church ; that in the first decan, preserved in the Egyptian planisphere, 
the woman, the virgin-mother. The woman in Andromeda, chained and prostrate as 
in the bonds of death and the grave, threatened by the enemy, but about to be 
delivered by Perseus, the breaker of bonds, again shows forth the Church. Here she 
is beheld in her fallen and suffering state, subject to death, but, as her name Moselsalah 
indicates, to be set free from Hades, Sheol, the separate, the invisible state. Here, 
then, those early patriarchs, newly become subject to death, and awfully impressed by 
that beyond, have typified the existence of the soul through and after death ; for 
Andromeda in the emblem is not dead, dies not in the mythic story. In Cassiopeia, 
the enthroned, "the daughter of splendour," the Church appears, symbolizing the 
all-glorious bride of the King MeBBiah, the assembly of the spirits made perfect, 
the Church beyond death and in resurrection glory. 

Whether under the starry emblem as Perseus and Andromeda, or in the mythological 
tale of Hercules and Hesione, the tradition is equally preserved. 

The immortality of the soul and the general resurrection are implied in the prophecy 
of Enoch. The judgment is to be upon all, all the ungodly of all generations, when the 
Lord cometh with myriads of His saints. 

To the patriarch Job and his contemporaries the constellations were evidently well 
known 1 : as familiar objects he alludes to them, and as the great things of God, past 
finding out. The Divine voice again names them as beyond the rule of man : " Canst 
thou bind the influences of the Pleiades?" of that central group of suns which is now 
found to influenc~ the whole arrangement of our nebula, round which the galaxy, the 
system to which our sun belongs, is believed to revolve, obeying its sweet, its gracious 
injl~~M~ce•. So wonderfully are the discoveries of real science anticipated by the words 
of Divine revelation, words only gradually comprehended as science is gradually deve­
loped. Again, it is said, "Canst thou loose the bands of Orion?" diasolve the wonderful 
attraction which binds together the magnificent multitude of suns that are at last dis­
cerned in the streak of light in that splendid constellation. The creature cannot: the 
Creator could. He bound, and He could loose. In both these allusions the universal 
domination of the force of gravitation is implied. While that world-compelling law 
was unknown their meaning was not understood, their sublimity was unappreciated. 

That the great Arab prophet Job 1 lived before Abraham appears to be the opinion of 
the greateat scholars, before the distinction between the Ishmaelitic Arabs and the 
original, the Hamayaritic tribes: his te!timony to the patriarchal faith is therefore 
earlier 1 than that of the expression that Abraham expiring was gathered to his 
people. It seems, also, now a prevalent opinion that Moses wrote the two first 
chapters and the last of the book of Job, giving his sanction to the authority of the 
intermediate portion, and to the whole as inspired Scripture, that intermediate part 

I Job ix. 9; uxviii. 32. 
2 No doubt seems ever to have been entertained as to the personality of Job, and the truth 

of his history, till the· time of Maimonides. His objections are no I to the evidence of the facts, 
but solely to the view thence derived of the proridential government of God. He finds no flaw 
in the historical or traditional accounts : his objections are not to the proofs, but to the thing 
proved. Therefore, though many other learned men have taken his view of the case, it would be 
set aside in any court of justice. 

In the epilogue to Job in the Septuagint it is said, "Job is Jollall." That name occurs in Gen. 
:r. 29, before the time of Abraham; another Jobab is named, Gen. xx:rvi. 33, as being king, reign. 
ing in Edom, which does not apply to Job. 

1 According to Dr. Hales, 180 years before Abraham. See also Abp. Magee, Patrick, Sher. 
lock, Lowtb, &c. 
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being the composition of Job himself, under the influence of the Spirit of prophecy. 
Such guidance was indeed needful to such a prophecy as ia admitted to be contained in 
the nineteenth chapter: " 0 that my words were now written, 0 that in a book they 
were engraven I that with a pen of iron and lead, for ever in the rock they were hewn 
out 1 1" Then follow the Divine words worthy of such everlasting preservation: 
" For I know that my Redeemer liveth, and in the after time He shall stand on the 
earth, and after my awaking 1, this body destroyed, yet in my flesh shall I see God: 
whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, and not a stranger, fulfilled 
my hopes within my bosom." This rendering of the latter verse seems moat agreeable 
to the ancient translations and the marginal corrections of the English Bible. 

Whichever version is followed, the prophecy that the Redeemer should stand on 
the earth, the dust of the earth, remains uninjured-words indeed worthy of everduring 
remembrance. 

Celebrated aa is this testimony to immortality and resurrection, the fourteenth 
chapter contains what is scarcely leas decisive. After describing the apparent resur­
rection of a withered plant by the effusion of water, the prophet follows out the analogy 
with the death of man 1• ".And• man shall die and shall waste away, and man shall 
expire, and where is he 1 The waters fail from the sea, and the flood decayeth and 
drieth up : and man hath lain down, and shall he not arise 1 before the failing of the 
heavens 6 shall not they awake 1 and shall not they arise from their sleep 1 0 that 
Thou wouldst hide me in the unseen state! Thou wilt shelter me till the passing away 
of Thine anger I Thou wilt set to me a time, and remember me ! Even if a man die, 
shall he live 1 All the days of my appointed time will I wait (tnut), till my change 
come." By thus reading the apparent assertion in ver. 12 as an interrogation, and 
taking ver. 14 as implying an assertion, the whole analogy is carried out, and the 
argument becomes conclusive. Shall the plant revive, and shall not man 1 Yea, 
assuredly be shall. This persuasion was not peculiar to Job. Eliphaz s says of the 
wicked man, " He believeth not that he shall return out of darkness." And Elihu 7 

comforts Job with the expectation of resurrection, when he shall be delivered from 
"going down into the pit," or into corruption, when God shall "bring back his soul," 
or person, "to be enlightened with the light of the living." 

Such was the faith of Arabia, before the generation of the sons of Noah bad passed 
away, Shem, by some identified with Melchizedek, having lived to see the birth of 
Isaac, and apparently the trial of Abraham. 

The faith of Job was, then, that of the family of Seth, represented by Shem, the 
name of whose ancestor Methuselah a bore testimony to the revelation of life beyond 
death, and by Arphaxad, the last whose name transmitted the series of prophecies, from 
which the twelve signa were constructed. 

As the history of ancient Israel proceeds, is found Hannah t, poetess and prophet, 
incidentally declaring her faith in the resurrection. "The Lord causeth to die and to 

I Job xix. 23. 
2 This word is so translated in Ps. lvii. 7, 8, and many other places. 
' Job xiv. 10. • Not but. s Pa. cii. 26. 
e Job xv. 22. 7 Job nxiii. 28, 30. 
1 The name Methuselah is thus to be explained: Methu, death. a collective noun with flat~ 

formative postfixed, as Penu in Penuel, Gen. :uxii. 31. See Table XVII. Schlegel, who con­
siders patriarchal tradition the origin of all mythology, thinks that the translation of Enoch was 
the natursl end of man, death being not natursl, but penal ; also that the primitive rsce of men 
were of " giant" frame, and that by bodily strength they bnilt the Cyclopean walla, &c. (Philoe. 
of History.) · 

9 I Sam. ii. 6, 10. 

Digitized by Coogle 



II.] ON THE IMMORTALITY OF THE SOUL. 69 

live, to go down to the grave" (Sheol, the unseen state), "and He shall raise up." 
That she spoke by the Spirit of prophecy is shown where she says, " He shall give 
strength to His King," when as yet there had been no king in Israel; and that" He 
shall exalt the hom of His Anointed," the power of His Messiah. 

What can be more explicit than the testimony of David, in the sixteenth Psalm, 
saying, "My flesh also shall rest in hope, for Thou wilt not leave my soul in hell" 
(again Sheol, the unseen state)? a prediction in ita primary sense belonging to Hitn for 
whom the Apostle claims it, but also applicable to every believer. In the forty-ninth 
Psalm it is written, "Like sheep they were laid in the grave, death shall feed on them ; 
and the upright shall have dominion over them in the morning," the morning of the 
resurrection. " But God will redeem my soul from the power of the grave, for He 
shall receive me." The result of the philosophy of Solomon was, "The apirit shall 
return to God who gave it 1.'' Then, as St. Paul has said, "Esaias is very bold," when 
he saith t, "Death is swallowed up in victory:" "Thy dead men shall live:" "Awake 
and sing, ye that dwell in the dust; for thy dew is as the dew of herbs, and the earth 
shall cast out the dead." 

What can be clearer, simpler, more positive, than the declaration of the prophet 
Daniel ? To the well-known promise he adds the time, when " many that sleep in the 
dust of the earth shall awake'·" 

If, as has been objected, the laws of Moses were enforeed by temporal and not 
eternal motives, so are the laws of England, so must be all human laws; for the human 
lawgiver cannot administer the destinies of the invisible state, nor can man behold 
them. Ifless is said of those motives by subsequent prophets than might be expected, 
their mission was not, like that of uninspired teachers, to recal well-known truths to the 
mind, but to give forth prophecy, the test and sanction of that revelation which had 
declared those truthR. As surely as Nineveh and Babylon should fall into irretrievable 
ruin, so surely shall man arise, for ever freed from the power of death. As surely as 
Judah and Israel should go into eaptivity, and man into the bondage of the grave, so 
aurely shall they be restored, and the children of men return, the sleepers in the dust 
of the earth awake, "some to everlasting life, and some to ev\lrlasting shame and 
contempt." 

As certainly as the seed shall spring up to the harvest, so certainly shall the natural 
body, sown in corruption, be raised a spiritual body in incorruption. Thus, in the very 
image adopted by St. Paul, was shown to the first who should pass through death the 
hope of life and immortality beyond it, the seed, the ear of com in the band of the 
woman proclaiming to the first of redeemed transgressors, " As in Adam all die, so in 
Christ shall all be made alive.'' 

NOTE. 

The Apocryphal books, such as the Wisdom of Solomon, or Ecclesiasticus, even if 
only written by Alexandrian Jews, a little before or a little after the Christian era, 
show that the national belief of the Jews included the immortality of the soul and the 
resurrection of the body 4• In the Wisdom of Solomon it is said, "God created man to 
be immortal, and made him to be an image of His own eternity 6 :" in Ecclesiasticus, 
" Of the twelve prophets let the memorial be blessed, and let their bones flourish again 
out of their place e." These writers have been called Platonizing Jews : but though 
Plato might teach the immortality of the soul, he knew nothing of the resurrection of 
the body implied in the last quotation. 

• Eccles. xii. 7. 
' See Horne's Introd. 

2 Isa. xxv. 8 ; xxvi. 19. 
~ Wisd. ii. 2:t 

3 Dan. xii. 2. 
6 Ecclus. xli:r. 5. 
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ON THE BOOK OF JOB 

AS CONNECTED WITH THE EMBLEMS OF ANCIENT ASTRONOMY. 

Wuo was Job? 
It is said in the epilogue to the Greek translation of Job that Jobab is Job. Two of 

the name are mentioned in Genesis. The second is said to rdgn a1 a king in Edom. 
Gen. xxxvi. 33; but there is no trace of the kingly office in the book of Job; the 
manners and language lead to euppoaing him an Arab Sheik or Emir. 

When did be live f 
The first Jobab, mentioned in Gen. x., was fourth in descent from Shem, Abraham 

being the eighth. If this were Job, he was before Abraham probably more than a hun­
dred years, and living in the lifetime of Shem. In the book are allusions to the Deluge, 
though none to any subsequent event, and Job uses the very words of Genesis relative 
to the creation of man in several places. That history, whether traditional or written, 
was evidently well known to him, but there is no allusion to any later evente. 

Many learned men have considered the book of Job as the most ancient in the world. 
Those who think that part of the book of Genesis was arranged by Moses, under the 
guidance of inspiration, from previous recorda, also inspired, and left by the Prophets 
Enoch and Noah, in the four first chapters, from the authority of Adam, written by 
Enoch, and the five following to the twenty-eighth verse of the ninth chapter by Noah, 
would place the book of Job after this part of Genesis in point of antiquity. 

The subsequent chapters, beginning with chapter x., may have been by Abraham, those 
from chapter xxv. to xxxvii. by Jacob: the remainder either by Joseph or Levi, the 
immediate ancestor of Moses, always, however, subject to the guidance of that Holy 
Spirit who spake by Moses, and who enabled and authorized him to authenticate these 
ancient records. They became the first book of Moses without ceasing to be the early 
Scriptures of mankind, with which Job was evidently acquainted. 

The opinion of many great authorities is, and has been, that when Moses resided for 
forty years in Midian he was divinely directed to give his sanction to the writing left by 
Job himself, and to prefix to it, what only revelation could make known, the part which 
Satan had in his aftliction, adding that account of his death which concludes it. It baa 
been said by competent judges that the narrative style of Moses may be recognized in 
the two first chapters and conclusion of the last, and that the intermediate part is too 
unlike the poetical style of Moses to be attributed to him. 

How is it known that the book of Job is to rank with the other Scriptures as the 
inspired word of God f 

It was part of the Jewish canon when our Lord gave His sanction to that canon. 
What is the purpose of this book? 
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To record and make known a moat wonderful miracle, the Voice from heaven, that 
God had spoken, magnificently, solemnly, as He apake from Mount Sinai; and again 
at the baptism of om; Lord, at His transfiguration, at His manifestation to the Greek 
strangers, at His final entry into Jerusalem. When the Lord had spoken to Adam 
and Eve and to Abraham, it appears to have been to them alone. His voice out of the • 
whirlwind was the first heard openly and with witnesses. 

Was not this the great patriarchal revelation, as thut at Sinai was the Mosaic? 
.By the mouth of Job came the clearest prophecy of the Redeemer's standing in the 

after time upon the earth, and by the Voice from Heaven the declaration of the un­
fathomableness of the wisdom of God, and the unsearchablenesa of hia providence. 

When from the depth of heaven shone forth splendour from God in terrible majesty, 
• and those who beheld it feared before Him, the Creator of the universe apake of the mys­

teries of its unfathomable l!ntiquity, of its progressive developments, so tasking, baffting 
human science to follow even afar off. That divine voice named Chima and Cheail, Ash 
and Mazzaroth, as things that are, but beyond the reach of man, subject to the Creator's 
will ; these are not the astronomy of Job, they are the astronomy of revelation. The 
same voice speaks of the "ordinances of heaven," "the dominion thereof upon the 
earth." Was there not here implied gravitation and motion, the centripetal and cen­
trifugal force f By these "ordinances" it is now known that Chima1, the Pleiades, baa 
"dominion " not only over the earth, but over the aun round which that earth revolves; 
not only over the ann, but over the galaxy of suns to which he belongs, as their centre, 
ruling them as a circle. 

By these ordinances also are the band6 of Orion fixed on the multitudes of a88ociated 
auna that form his robe of light, their mutual attraction, their bandr to each other so 
recently divined by modem science, and thus indicated in this ancient revelation. 
Leaving the early celestial grandeurs of pre-existent creation, from which human intellect 
shrinks dismayed, the divine Monitor descends to the familiar earthly objecta1 with which 

I Dr. Hales, in his Chronology, would deduce the age in which Job lived from the supposition 
that by the sweet influences of the Pleiades, " Chima," the spring equinox Willi meant. So 
supposing, he deduces from the precession of the equinoxes, that B.c. 2337, which he holds to be 
about 187 years before the birth of Abraham, the spring equinox took place in or near the 
Pleiades. 

In the word Chima, the tiCCUMvlation, 88 qf 1ltw1, there is no relation to the equinox. In 
thoae climates the ahtmdaract, the fltUltitude of the spring did not wait for the equinox ; the com 
in the time of Moaea Willi in the ear at the p88sover. Before the age of NoalJ the equinox had 
not reached the Pleiades ; it is now far beyond them. The Hebrew word maedaraotlt, translated 
in the English "sweet inftuencea," in the Greek "ilorath," in the Latin rag1 or llriglttneBatl, may 
be from the 88me root 88 Eden, pleaaure, sweetness, or by a Chaldee usage from ,Adnn, ruling, 
influencing; the English has given both senses. That the Pleiades have any influence on the 
spring is merely a poetical Cable of after times, when their helialical rising, seen in the sweet 
morning dawn, annonnced the spring to Greece. They have no influence on it, though they 
accompanied it in the days of Greek poetry. While it is trne, according to modern science, that · 
the Pleiades, gracWtlllg, for good, influence the motion of our whole 88tral system, it is not true 
that they inftnence eerth's seasons, nor h88 that inftuence any reference to chronology. The 
Divine voice spoke truth, a wonderful long-hidden truth, it could apeak only truth-therein 
could be no allusion to fiction. 

According to Bnxtorf the early Hebrews understood fltlltdanotlt 88 llontll. 
' " Behemoth, whom I made with thee," one of the present· creation, often understood to be 

the elephant. The Greek and Latin 011me, Elephas, exactly renders Job xi. 19, " He is the 
clti¢of the ways of God," 88 it contains the Semitic root, Eleph, the chief, the leader. It has been 
difticnlt to apply to the elephant the expression " He moveth or setteth up his tail like the 
cedar;" Schnltens renders it of the trunk, which moves majestically, 88 a cedar before the wind. 
The radical meaning of the word rendered tail is given 88 eztre...itg, applying 88 well to the 
trunk 88 to the tail ; and it may have a signification of enclosing or encompassing, also peculiarly 
suitable to the trunk. [Of 
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Job was surrounded, and asks, shall he who knows not theae below presume to question 
the decrees of Him who formed and governs those above? 

The astronomy of Job may be traced in the twenty-sixth chapter. He knew what 
modem science shows, that the omnipotent Creator "hangeth the earth upon nothing," 

, and acknowledges that He by His Spirit hath gamiahed the heavens, and " His band hath 
formed the crooked serpent," as in the stars of Draco winding round the Pole, that "north 
which He stretcheth over the empty space," a part of the heavens now perceived by 
telescopic examination to be comparatively void of stare, beyond the congregated orbs 
that crowd the Galactic Circle. To Job and his friends, Chima and Chesil, Ash and 
Mazzaroth, needed no more identification than the Lion and the Raven, the Horae and 
the Eagle, with which they are contrasted. To them these constellations were endently 
known by name and by sight, and as much of their "ordinances "as is conveyed by the 
t1ames was probably known by tradition. From the book of Job it may be inferred 
that the science of antediluvian astronomy was familiar in the land of ldumea, where 
the light of antediluvian revelation shone ao clearly, testified to not only by the Prophet 
himself, but by the friends his acquiescing auditors. 

There bas been a frequent mistake as to the radical meaning of the word Goel 1, Re­
deemer, used by Job in the great prophecy, chap. xix. It is thought to mean avenger. 
Avenger, as in Num. xxxv. 12, is a secondary sense of that word, its primary and general 
meaning being to restore, to bring back an original good condition. Job was not com­
forted by looking for vengeance on those who had deatroyed his wealth; none came; 
but he knew and hoped in the great restoring Redeemer, who should stand upon the earth 
in the after time, fulfilling his hopes within his bosom 1• 

An objection • has been made against the great antiquity of the book of Job, from the 
similarity of some of its sentiments and expressions to others in the Psalms and Proverbs; 
but if this book were moat ancient, the writers of the subsequent books must have been 
well acquainted with it; their minds would have been imbued, as ours ought to be, with 
the Scripture. If Moses indeed brought the history of the trials, the patience, and the 
happy end of Job to the Israelites, on the verge of their long wanderings in the wilder­
ness, how precious it must have been in their sight, a spiritual manna for their daily 
food! 

Having long been the Scripture of the Arabs, by the sanction of their lawgiver it 
became such to the Hebrews. By the sanction of our Lord Himself it is such to us. 

Of the Leviathan* it is not IBid, " whom I made with thee/' The description is too grand, 
too terrific for the crocodile as now existing. It has been thought to be of some extinct species : 
might it relate to one of those fossil monsters, the Ichthyosaurus for instance, to whom the 
description seems suitable ? Might a knowledge of what these wonderful remains had been, form 
part of the science of those antediluvian sages whose astronomy astonishes their descendants ? 

The Lord had appealed to the marvels of creation above and around, tbe ordinances of heaven, 
the living inhabitants of earth,-did He now appeal to the stony relics of long-past ages to show 
what fearful creatures had preceded man on earth, and been swept away to give hint dominion, 
asking, what could man have done had such been his contemporaries ? 

1 Bee the use of it, as to redeem, in Lev. uv. 24, 25, and many places; also Lev. x. 116. 
2 Bee" Immortality," &c. p. 66. 
1 Another objection has been urged as to the naming of Satan. But in this book he is always 

called tlu Satan, or adversary, while in the later books, the 1st of Chronicles and the 109th 
Psalm, he is named Satan, without the article, as if by long use Satan, the adversary, had come 
to be understood as a proper name. 

* A writer in Tait's Mag., May, 1867, on the. Testimony of the Rocks, expresses the opinion 
that the Leviathan of Job" may have been one of those great formations of which happily only 
the bones remain." 
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PROPHECY, 

AS CONNECTED WITH THE EMBLEMS OF ANCIENT ASTRONOMY, FOR 

WHICH A PROPHETIC IMPORT IS CLAIMED. 

W RAT is Prophecy? It is the declaring beforehand what shall happen. Man may guess, 
but no more. Mere human intellect, the very highest, but guesses, and seldom guesses 
aright. Neither Socrates nor Plato foresaw that ·univer8al empire of Rome, as already 
prefigured in the visions of Daniel. 

Does prophecy exist, and where! It exists in books proved to have been known 
long before facts occurred whlch are there described as in after times to happen. When 
those facts came to pass, these descriptions and annunciations were ascertained to be 
prophecy. Thus it is also proved that they must have come from a Being superior to 
man; from One knowing the end from the beginning. It is certain that the books of 
Moses were translated into Greek and paraphrased in Chaldee while the Jewish nation 
yet poBBessed Jerusalem. In those books, preserved by the Jews with reverential care, 
there will be found an exact picture of all that has befallen them since their lapse into 
idolatry under their later kings, madness and blindness, famine and pestilence, and 
failure of rain 1, their removal into all the kingdoms of the earth, where they should 
serve, not worship. but be made servants to gods of wood and stone 1• The Jew is 
at our door, we have but to say, Behold I 

Our Lord's prediction, that not one stone of the edifice He looked on should be left 
on another, is similarly exact, similarly indisputable, and its fulfilment similarly con­
spicuous to the present time. Babylon and Nineveh are in their predicted desolation, 
while of them it is not, it might not be said, that not one stone should be left on another. 
But to this prophecy also we have but to say, Behold I The record of the pred\ction 
concerning Jerusalem, as given in the Gospel of St. Luke xxi. 6, was written and circu­
lated some years beft?re the events which prove its Divine origin. In these books, thus 
authenticated by the accomplishment of their announcements, are found the other pro­
phecies with which the names and emblems of ancient astronomy correspond. Many 
of these are fulfilled in the first coming of our J.ord and Saviour, to suffer, to die, and 
to arise. Others remain to be fulfilled when He shall come again, as the King who 
shall rule in righteoumess•. 

When a prophecy has two senses, both fulfilled, it is seen to he more marvellous, 
more beyond human intellect, more certainly divine 4• The first prophecy as recorded in 
these books, the chief theme of the emblems of astronomy, told that the Seed of the 
woman should be bruised in the heel, as He literally was by the nailing on the cross; 
also, as the word for heel sometimes signifies, that it should be in the after time 6, When 

1 Deut. nviii. 2 Deut. xxviii. 64. 
• Bp. Horsley. 

3 Gill, Alford, &c. 
a Ps. cxix. 33, 112. 

L 
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four thousand years bad elapsed it came to pass. When Noah foreshowed to his un­
dutiful son the future destiny of his descendants, he only declared, he did not imprecate 
the curse on Canaan, "Cursed, Canaan 1• Servant of servants shall he be to his 
brethren." And truly he has been, and wofully is he now: Canaan, the bought and 
sold, the human merchandise 2• But the merciful alleviation is quickly announced: 
"Blessed the Lord God of Shem, and Canaan shall be Hia servant," the servant of the 
Jehovah Elohim of Shem. How eagerly, how aft'ectionately the Negro race receive the 
Gospel, let our missionaries make known 1• 

"God shall enlarge, expand, persuade Japheth." He shall expand him over the 
dwellings of Shem, as the English in India. He shall persuade him, as He has per­
suaded him of the truth of the Gospel of Christ, of Him, the Lord God, who should 
dwell in the tents of Shem, when in the person of the Messiah He should take flesh of 
the lineage, and in the dwellings of Shem •. Again this wonderful prophecy, so doubly 
fulfilled and fulfilling, closes with the redoubling of the consolatory assurance, "Canaan 
shall be His servant." Though to Noah God thus revealed futurity, neither ofthe Deluge 
nor of this remarkable prophecy are there any traces in the emblems of astronomy. 
Thus it seems evident that they were constructed before that time: the Seed of the 
woman is their only subject, the salvation of the fallen race by faith in the promised 
Redeemer their only object. To their inventors the Lord had spoken, or they could 
not so have prefigured the great sacrifice of which the earth was to be the altar. To 
the whole earth their voice was to go out, their words to the ends of the world. 

The Israelites were positively forbidden to make to themselves the likeness of any 
thing in heaven as well as on earth, to bow down to them and worship them, by the 
Divine voice in the thunder of Sinai. 

" To themselves." The cherubic images were appointed for the people, not by them. 
By not observing this distinction the Jews so soon violated the commandment whose awful 
sound still hung upon the echoes of the fearful mountain. When they demanded 
Elohim, gods, to go before them, the cherubim of gold ordered for the tabernacle were 
not yet fashioned, yet the form of the cherubim was well known to them by tradition 
if not by sight. Aaron made one molten calf, apparently to represent those primeval 
consecrated symbols, and said of it, "The1e, thy Elohim, 0 Israel," and proclaimed a 
feast to Jehovah. For this sin, but for an Intercessor, the nation had been consumed. 
In the emblems of the sphere it is seen that the existence and future incarnation of that 
Intercessor were indicated and already traditionally known to those who so needed 
Him. 

Thus do these emblems show that God hath spoken, and thus from of old "the 
heavens have declared the glory of God;" and of all succeeding generations may we 
not say with the great Apostle of the Gentiles, "Have they not heard? yea, verily, 
theiraound went into all the earth, and their words unto the ends of the world." From 
the sculptures of Babylon and Nineveh, as from those of Etruria, Egypt, Mexico, and 

I If any verb be snpplied, it should be i1, or toill be. 
2 The word Canaan means merchandin. 
a Townsend, the devoted missionary to the interior of Africa, whose acquaintance with the 

native language (Yoruba) is astonishing, related that meeting a party of Africans, strangers, they 
stopped him, and said," We would be very glad if white men would come and tell us about 
God." The missionary pointed to the sky, saying, "There is God: ask Him." They all fell 
on their knees, raising their clasped hands towards heaven, and saying, " 0 God, send us white 
men to teach us about Thee ! " 

• Onkelos, on this text, says, "God shall cause his Shechinah, or glorious majesty, to dwell in 
the tmlr of Shem." So Jarchi and many Christian writers • 

• 
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India, we aee that the nations bad ao beard, but also we aee bow soon they perverted 
the mesaage of salvation to the Caples of idolatry. Sacrifice was taken to authorize 
murder; the divinely appointed cherubic images became gods of wood and atone, of 
silver and of gold. So still in martyrdom for religious opinions, and the image and 
picture-wonhip of apostate Christendom, it is seen that even the revelations of God can 
be used as the occasion of sin and suffering to mankind. The cherubic emblems seem 
to have stood amid the ancient world, like the tree of knowledge in the garden of Eden, 
as a test of obedience. If they have been corrupted into idols, so have imaginary repre· 
eentations of the objects of Christian veneration, yea, even of Him who spake in the 
tenon of Sinai, forbidding ua to bow down to the likeness of any thing, even of things 
in heaven, even of the human nature of Christ, the reality of which His disciples wor­
shipped when on earth, and believen wonhip now in the heaven of heavens. 

Thus did these emblems silently prophesy of the fint coming, to make an atonement 
for sin, of Him whose yet future coming to reign they still set forth. If those who 
constructed them were uncertain of the time of His suffering, as we are of" the glory 
that should follow," still they knew, for they have prefigured, that He should come, 
should suffer, and should reign. These emblems are reft.ected in the traditions of all 
nations; all in their hour of midnight darkness saw these stan of dawn. Some 
might be led to look to the Sun of righteousness whose arising they announced ; too 
many, alas! mistook the heralds of the King's approach for independent magnates, and 
fell down before them in forbidden wonhip. · 

After the fulfilment of one part ()( their message, their words, which bad gone out to 
the ends of the earth, were lost in the echoes of earth's confusion, of penecution, heresy, 
and apostasy. They had prepared the nations to expect the first coming of the King 
Messiah, the Prince of Peace : half their mission was accomplished. May there not be 
an approaching revival of attention to their long-lost import, to those cbaracten of light 
in which is written the speech where even yet "night unto night sboweth knowledge;" 
again proclaiming, "Behold; He cometh f" "Surely I come quickly," was said 
eighteen centuries ago. Eighteen centuries bas the Church in her weary wilderness trusted 
in that promise, looked confidingly for that coming, and to every one of her memben 
it bas been fulfilled. He has come to them in the hour of death; His presence has 
illuminated the. shadowy valley, shining as really and as brightly as it will do when 
every eye shall see Him together, when His appearing shall be as the lightning 
which "cometh out of the East, and shineth even unto the West." Even so, Come, 
Lord JeSUB. 

NOTE. 
Albumazer, in his enumeration of the Decans, says, that " they were known all over 

the world and bad caused long speculation, and that many had attributed to them a 
divine and even a prophetic virtue 1." 

1 Dr. A. Clarke quotes from Maimonides, that, according to Jewish tradition, the first man 
who introduced the worship of the stars asserted that it was derived from prophecy. 

L2 
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ON THE ORIGINAL LANGUAGE 

TO WHICH THE NAMES OF ANCIENT ASTRONOMY ARE REFERRED. 

Tsa philology of thoee who do not entirely and implicitly receive the Holy Scrip­
turee u the revelation of God, appean, to thoae who do so receive them, u contused, 
u vain, and as baselesa as their theology. Thoae who thus receive them appeal to 
thoae earliest recorda for vestiges of that original language in which Adam named the 
creatures brought before him, and in which he converaed with Eve and with their 
oft'apring. Theae vestiges remain in the names given in thoae first ages of the world, 
and in the reasons uaigned for them. Theae words, or their roots, are found, in the 
sense there attributed to them, in all the Semitic dialects, and in many others derived 
through the children of Ham and Japheth; they may therefore be held to belong to 
that primitive language •. In the time of Noah this language appears in the names of 
hie sons and the prophecy concerning them. Such roots pervade the aubaequent books 
of the Old Testament, and more or }e88 the dialects of all nations, consistently with 
what is written, that the confusion of Babel was in the lip, the pronunciation. Each 
wandering tTibe of similar lip would deduce new shades of meaning from old roots, and 
in some caaea, by repeated changes of letters, "leave not a wreck behind" of the 
original word. Nevertheless many of theae primitive roots have survived time and 
change, and appear in various dialects, ancient and modem, barbarous or polished, to 
attest a common eource of the language and of the race. The verb " to be," Eheyeh, as 
in the Hebrew of the first verse of Genesis, with its many prefixes and terminations, is 
perhape the most widely diffused. It is frequently to be found in the names of the 
Supreme Being; as in the Greek Theos, and the Mexican Teotl, He who .is, the Etental, 
tTansmitting the divine truth recognized by the elevated intellect of Plato, that God 
alone il 2 : a sublime revelation made a thousand years before by the voice of God Him­
aelf to the Jewish lawgiver, and previously to the early patriarchs; for" by Hie name 
Jehovah was He not known to them?" as according to many ancient Jewish and 
learned modem commentators He said to Moses, concerning His revelations to 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob •. That name, so revered by the Lord's people in all ages, 
ia translated for us by the Holy Spirit in the Apocalypae : " He which is, and was, and 
ia to come," the word containing in itself the distinguishing letters by which the three 
times or tenses of the verb " to be " are denoted. 

Where similar sounds in different dialects are found to express the same ideas, thu 
word or root may be claimed as belonging to the primitive language. 

Such primitive and widely diffused roots are found in the names of the stare and the 

1 For instance, the names of Cain as "gain," and Seth as " set up," are in constant use, in 
English as well as in Hebrew and Arabic. 

2 Of other names given by the Greeks, Socrates said that Zeus and alao Dis, meaning " living 
and giviD& life," was the offspring of some great intellect. · 

1 Exod. vi. 2. Being read interrogatively by Maimouides, &c. 
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emblems that contain them. The most familiar examples are perhaps Arcturus, and 
Orion, from Arab, to come; Aldebaran, from Debar, to rule; and Sirius, from Sir, a 
prince, and to reign, as a title of dignity pervading both the East and the West. 

Dr. Donaldson, in "The New Cratylus," says, "Language was originally one." 
Vowels and other servile letters have been, in the course of time, added or omitted; aa 
in the Etruscan, Eal, peace, may be referred to Sala, peace, in Hebrew, &c., and ..Eaar, 
God, to Sur, Isur, who rules. N.aar ia also used in Irish for God. In the lslandic, 
1Esm and Asar have the same meaning ; also the Indian Eawara, the Scandinavian 
lEaa and lEsar, and the Egyptian Osar or Osiris, the prince, as in Iaa. ix., and in the 
name of Sarah, princeaa. Our familiar household word "sir" thus evidently belong a 
to the original language of mankind. 

The Semitic tribes, long stationary, preserved their language nearly in its primitiYe 
form. The children of Japheth, who early commenced the migrations that were to 
place them in the tents of Shem, varied more in pronunciation and inflexions, but 
retained many of the original roots of two or three consonants, by which the long-lost 
languages of Babylon and Assyria are now interpreted 1• These roots, though seldom 
if ever occurring in Arabic writers, are to be found in Arabic lexicons, and are con­
sidered to belong to the ancient Hamayaritic dialect. 

In the Sinaitic inscriptions, which have of late excited much interest, a rough 
semblance of the square Hebrew character is evident. .. The words, as far as de­
ciphered, are imperfect Hebrew, of which the roots are common to the Hebrew and 
Arabic. The figures of animals, the ass, the horse, and the goat, may represent the 
standards of Issachar, Asher, and Naphtali. The more frequent recurrence of that of 
the ass may indicate that there was encamped the tribe of Iasachar. From the coarse 
writing and irregular spelling, it might seem that" the mixed multitude" who followed 
the Israelites were the carvers. Many of them would be Egyptians, and might have 
learnt in the quarries of their native land the methods of executing such works, which 
it batHes modern science to explain. These inscriptions, if so made, would not be 
early enough to throw light on the primeval language. The words given as names in 
Genesis, used in the sense there annexed to them, being recognized in all the dialects 
of mankind, are the true relics of that primitive language. The ancient names of the 
stars may "lao be considered as remains of' the same, as fragments testifying to the 
origin, the intention, and the beauty of the once perfect but long dilapidated edifice, 
" whose maker and builder was God." 

Th.e original language of mankind should not be called Hebrew or Arabic, or by any 
other name of national dialect. These are, as it were, sisters, daughters of that given 
to Adam and transmitted by Noah. To that original language, by means of the roots 
preserved in the Semitic dialects, the names of astronomy are here referred. 

1 " The language of Assyrian and Babylonian inscriptions is not strictly Hebrew, Chaldee, or 
8yriac, but presents many points of analogy with those dialects both in its grammatical structure 
and in its elemental words." (Vaux on Nineveh, &c.) 

Bunsen (Egypt) says, " Language and mythology are the two keys to the history of nations." 
Lord Kingston, in his great work on Mexico, says, "Many Hebrew words may be found in the 

dialects of the Indians, among the rest, Abba, father." 
Bel, or Belus, meaning Lord or Ruler, is to be met with from India to Scandinavia as the 

nsme of a deity, in Irish and in Punic, in Babylon and Assyria. 
Sir W. Jones traces Chaldaic roots in Persian, Zend, and Sanscrit. 
Gin, the native Australian for woman, is nearly the same as the Greek Gnne. Matar is said 

to be Taheitsn for kill. · 
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ON THE CONNEXION OF THE GREEK WITH THE 

SEMITIC DIALECTS. 

To the consideration of Greek scholars, who are not also orientslists, it may be 
submitted that though in modem elementary books a tolerably consistent view may 
be afforded of the Greek mythology, yet, as has often been shown, the most contradictory 
accounts were given by the ancient writers themselves. The earlier the writer, the 
more unlike are those relations to the generally received notions. By Plato we· are 
told that the Greeks adopted or translated the " barbarian names," and founded stories 
on the meaning in their own language. This assertion is sufficient to authorize the 
explanation of the Greek fables relative to the constellations from the import of the 
names in the oriental and to them "barbarous 1 "dialects. That Jupiter, the commonly 
called father of the gods, was a king of Crete, where his tomb was still recognized, and 
that Minerva was the mother of Prometheus, are extreme cases. To Cadmus, whose 
name means the man of the east, the Greeks themselves attributed their first literature; 
though it is said he came from Egypt, it does not follow that he was born there. His 
name refers him rather to that eastern race, the Pbcenicians, that people to whom 
Homer, by the name of Phreacians, ascribes such wonderful civilization in the days of 
the Trojan war'. Theirveryname signifies exquisitely polished and educated•. From 
them the Greeks learnt arts and sciences, and from thence Pythagoras brought those 
correct notions of astronomy and even geology, which are the astonishment of modem 
times. To such an origin then let not the Greek scholar scorn to refer the names and 
consequent histories of the constellations 4• 

As popular instances of the light to be thrown on the difficulties of ancient classical 
literature by a reference to Semitic roots, may be mentioned the application by Sophocles 
of the epithet morian equally to Jupiter and to the olive tree. The word Morah occurs 
in Mal. ii. 5, as reverence, reverential fear-both the deity and the consecrated olive 
were to be reverenced. The olive was held sacred, as may be seen from the use made 
of it in the East as a pledge of peace-a usage supposed to have been derived from the 
branch brought by Noah's dove•. From Neb. viii. 15 we find that olive branches were 

t The word barbarian in a Greek mouth meant simply foreign. 
2 See Lyell. 
a As in Prov. nix. 21, and in the Arabic. 
• The Egyptian priests told Herodotus the Greeks were "people of yesterday." 
6 Gen. viii. 10, M'>l1, sometimes rendered branch. (Ainsworth.) · 
The Targum of Jonathan adds, "which it bad taken from the Mount of Olives;" olives being 

said not to grow in Armenia. 
Ancient heathen authors make mention of birds sent out by Sisithres (Abyrenas); Plutarch 
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among those commanded to be used in the Feast of Tabernacles, and of this tree 
Solomon made two cherubim before the oracle 1• It was also consecrated among 
divinely appointed emblema. 

There is another similar difficulty which has embarrassed commentators on the Greek 
tragedies-the epithet crocean blood, which some modems interpret gellouJ, supposing 
blood to ium yellow by fear, with various other whimsical attempts at accommodation. 
The Greek word Krokos has no root in that language; of such Plato says they are 
derived from the barbarians. The Hebrew and Arabic Kersh or Kerach is bound 
together, involved, as the chives of the crocus fiower, whence saffron is made, and as 
the fiower itself is. The chives and the medicinal saffron made from them are certainly 
yellow, but the fiower of the saffron crocus is purple, and in the East there are crocuses 
of a deep red, blood colour; such are mentioned in the letters from the Crimea in 1855 '· 
These then are the crocuses to which lEschylus likens the blood of lphigenia. 

When Homer says the gods called the eagle Percnos, he gives the exact equivalent 
of one sense of the usual oriental name Near, the eagle, who rends asunder. Perek is 
to tear in pieces 8 in the Semitic dialects. 

There is a famous Latin enigma, Lueu~, a grove, a non lucendo, because there is no 
light in it, at which every schoolboy is amused. Luk or Luch is jre1h, cool, moist, 
green, as may be seen by the use of the word in Deut. xxxiv. 7, and Gen. xxx. 37; in 
Arabic it is applied to a stream of water fre•h from the hill. Again, m01aic, as applied 
to works of art, has the meaning of Mosae, a work. The word occurs in I Kings vii. 33, 
stone worked, made up, in opposition to the natural state. The much-disputed origin 
of the word Mass, the Roman Catholic service, may also be explained from the same 
root, a work done •. 

It has been advised to seek assistance from the Scandinavian dialects in some Greek 
difficulties. What has been found there will have been from the primitive roots they 
contain, and would be more readily found in the Semitic, from which the Cadmean 
derived them, especially as the Ionic is said to afford such examples. To the Semitic 
dialects, therefore, let not the Greek scholar • refuse to resort for otherwise un-

saying that Deucalion sent a dove out of the ark, and Lucian speaks of a golden dove on the 
head of a statue at Hierapolia, supposed to be Dencalion's. (Dr. Gill.) 

" The dove returned with an olive leaf plucked off, an emblem of peace between God and the 
earth; and from this circumstance the olive has been the emblem of peace among all civilized 
nations." (Dr. A. Clarke.) 

Elah, the word used in Gen. viii. 11, for leaf or branch, may have originated the Greek Elaia, 
and even the European olive. . 

"A dooe distributing ltaf/u was the hieroglyphic emblem of language•." (Prescott's Mexico.) 
1 I Kings vi. 23. 
1 In a line quoted in the "Amber Witch," and attributed to St. Augustine, the epithet red is 

attached to crocus. A lady in the south of England has now some such growing in the garden, 
brought from the Crimea. For " yellow blood," see notes to Conington's Agamemnon. 

a Zech. xi. J 6. 
' Polydore Virgil says Missa is a Hebrew word. 
1 " Ignorance of the Greek language is at this day highly injurious to the study of the Latin, 

without which the dogmas, either of the ancient Christians or Gentiles, cannot be comprehended. 
The same may be credibly supposed of the Arabic in many astronomical treatises, and of Hebrew 
in reading the Holy Bible. Clement V. providently meets these defects; wherefore, we have 
taken care to provide for our scholars a Hebrew, as well as a Greek Grammar." (Philobiblion, 
a Treatise on the Love of Books, by Richard de Bury, Biahop of Durham, A.D. 1344. Inglis's 
Translation, p. 72.} 

"There (in books) we survey the antarctic pole, which eye hath not seen, nor ear heard; and 
with delectable pleasure we admire the luminous way of the galaxy, and the zodiac painted with 
celestial animals." (Ibid. p. 88.) A record of the tradition as to the Southem Cross ia here 
indicated. 
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attainable explanations of the perplexities of Greek mythology, or to refer for the antique 
and oriental appellations of the stars and constellations•. 

1 Being told by Plato also that the Greeks founded fables on the mee.nings that these " bar­
barian" names might bear in the Greek language, thus is authorized the explanation of the tra­
ditions relative to the constellations from the sense the foreign names might convey to Grecian 
ears; for instance, Areas, in the Semitic dialects, meaning coming, or who cometh, was taken as 
Arkos, a bear. Cynosnrs, the pole-star, from Cyn or Con, the centre, and Zar; to bind together, 
as the constellations, they whimsically interpreted a dog's tail, no dog being figured near that 
place among the stars. This name has been attempted to be accounted for by that of a pro­
montory near Athens, above which the pole-star might be seen on entering the harbour. A 
promontory cannot easily be forced into a likeness to a dog's tail, but might well be named as a 
landmark from the fixed pole-star shining over it. 

In the Cratylus is discussed the question, How and why were names given ? Nothing can be 
more unastisfactory than the answers. The Hebraist will reply, to expret18 the nature of things. 
When the philosophers again ask who gave them, the Biblical student will asy, Adam and his 
immediate descendants. Socrates then says, "The men who first founded names seem to have 
been no mean persons, but conversant with high anbjects ;" also, that" to the East we must look 
for the solution of many difficulties.'' Thus did these greatest of Greek authorities agree in 
referring " the Greek to the Semitic dialects.'' 

"Rosenmiiller, in his Scllolia, is of opinion that the Cherubim described by Ezek. i., and as placed 
at the east of Eden, were adopted by the nations as symbols of sacred things and places which it 
was not lawful to approach ; the sphinxes of the Egyptians, the dragons of the Greeks, and the 
griffins of the Indians and northern nations of Asia, being similar to the Cherubim of the 
Hebrews.'' (Blackburn's Nineveh.) 

In the Cratylus Socrates· says, " The barbarians are more ancient than we;" and from them he 
eays the Greeks got many names not explicable by the Greek. He seems to find no difficulty in 
the insertion or change of a letter. Pur,,tire; udor, water; and kut101, a dog, are instances he 
gives of these "barbarian" names, and as used by the Phrygians. As the Phrygisns are sup­
posed to have been a colony or dependency of the Assyrian empire, and as Semitic or fraternal 
Hamite roots are found to pervade and assist in deciphering the language of Assyria, Phrygian 
names may yield their meaning to the same system of interrogation. Phrygia would be fruitful, 
or flourishing offspring, as the root is used in Cant. vii. 12 (13); Ilion or Ilium, high, as iD. 
1 Kings ix. 8; Troy, high hill or mountain, as in Dan. ii. 25 ; Prism, the parent, Paris, son or off­
spring, one of the progeny, as in Gen. nx. 2 ; Hecuba, the female, as in Gen. i. 9:1; Hector, 
.who smites and is smitten, as in Exod. xvii. 5 • 

../Eschylus is vindictively eloquent on the meaning of Helen, as destructive. One meaning of 
.the Semitic root Hele is "to utterly confound," as in Job xii. 17; but as another is "to be 
dazzlingly bright," it is probably from this she was named. This passage in ../Eschylus, however, 
tends peculiarly to show the connexion of the Greek and Semitic dialects. 

Some modern critics, ignoring the Hebrew origin of the writers of the New Testament and the 
acknowledged Semitic origin of the Greek language, speak of the Greek of the New Testament as 
"made np of barbarous and corrupt dialects," seeming to mean the Hebrew, Chaldee, Syriac, 
Arabic, &c., not taking into consideration that the sense of the original root of all these dialects 
is what those writers had in view and intended to convey. 

It has been remarked, that a standing memorial of the miracle of the gift of tongues remains in 
the Greek of the first Epistle of St. Peter, so unanimously praised by scholars. It has also been 
said, " It needed inspiration to prevent faulty grammar in the herdsman of Tekoa and the fisher­
man of Galilee," and their writings prove they had it. What have been called by some solecisms 
in the Greek of St. John, are by others held to be intentional, to convey a doctrine, as inch. xvi. 
13, the personality of the Holy Spirit. 
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FABLES OF GREEK AND ROMAN MYTHOLOGY 

ANNEXED TO THE CONSTELLATIONS. 

THE virgin of the zodiac waa said to be the mother of Prometheus, a divine person, 
who suffered for the love he bore mankind, whom he taught not to fear death, by means 
of the hopes which he gave them. Libra was the balance of Jupiter, in which he 
weighed the fates of men. The scorpion was sent to wound the heel of Orion, who was 
an offspring of the gods. Sagittarius, Capricornus, and Aquarius were said to relate to 
deeds done by Hercules, a BOD of the supreme Deity, who laboured for the good or 
mankind, and died by the poison of his serpent enemy, but was afterwards taken up 
into heaven as a god. Of the fishes of Pisces men were born. Jupiter was once in the 
form of the bull, and he was worshipped under that of the ram, over whose head is 
Deltoton, the triangle, by the ancients considered a sacred, mysterious, and divine 
emblem, showing the name of God, and placed by Jupiter in the heavens. The twins 
were one human and the other divine; one the son of man, the other of Jupiter. The 
crab was sent to bite the foot of Hercules. Leo was said to be a lion slain by Hercules, 
in whose skin he was always clothed; thus connecting him with the animal he was said 
to have slain. Others, however, said that this lion was by Jupiter made king of all 
beasts. 

In the other constellations we find the same traces of the original idea. Beginning 
with those belonging to Virgo, we see that Coma was understood to be the hair of a 
human head. The centaur was slain by Hercules, the suffering but divine son of Jupiter. 
Hercules, Bootes, or Arctophylax was the same as Arcaa, a son of Jupiter, and was the 
guardian of those stars called a bear, but by the Semitic names the fold and flock. 
The cross was considered a sacred symbol by the ancient Persians and the Egyptians. 
The crown was said sometimes to belong to Vulcan, a god and the son of the Supreme 
God, suffering from a· hurt in the foot; sometimes to Ariadne, called the wife of 
Bacchus, whose name may mean "he cometh quickly," another son of a god. The 
victim was one offered by the gods. The . dragon was slain by Hercules, who was 
said sometimes to be the same person as Prometheus and Esculapius, all sons of God 
labouring for the good of man. Hercules dying on earth of the venom of the serpent t 
became immortal in heaven. Ophiuchus, the serpent-bearer or conqueror, was con­
sidered to represent the same person as Orion, Hercules, and Esculapius; Orion and 
Hercules being wounded in the foot, and E.sculapius always bearing a serpent in his 
hand. Lyra, the lyre of Orpheus or of Apollo, sons of deities, but also called the 
eagle, whose form Jupiter had assumed. Cygnus, the swan, whose shape had also been 
taken by him. Ara, the altar on which the gods swore, and Piscis Australis was a fish 
in some way belonging to the gods. Aquila, an eagle either slain by Hercules, or .that 
in which Jupiter had appeared. Sagitta, the arrow with which Hercules killed the 

1 Hugh Miller (Testimony of the Rocks) remarks that the Ophidian or Serpent order, "illus­
trative of extreme degradation," appears in all ancient mythologies, "representing man's great 
enemy, the Evil One." 

Columbns found among the Caribs in Guadaloupe wooclen statues with their legs enwreathed 
with serpents. (Southey's West Indies.) It is remarkable that Hercules, so celebrated as a 
~rpent-slayer, was not among the "chief gods of Greece and Rome." 

M 
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eagle tearing Prometheus. The dolphin was that of Arion, whose name means "he 
who cometh.'' Pegasus, a horse belonging to the gods, and . ridden by a son of a god. 
Bellerophon, whose name mean&" the lord, the restorer;" or by Perseus, the deliverer, or 
breaker of the bonds of the chained woman : this woman was called Andromeda, 
daughter of the king Cepheus, exposed to be devoured by the sea--monster, from whom 
Perseus delivered her, whose wife she became. Cassiopeia, wife of the king, sitting on 
a throne, black but beautiful, having offended the deities, but raised to heaven as a 
constellation. In these two last figures we clearly trace the Scripture type of the 
Church, the bride of Him who delivered her from the power of sin and death, and 
afterwards raises her to a throne of glory, to which the name Cassiopeia refers. 
Eridanus, the river of the lord, sometimes called the river of Orion. Auriga, a human 
figure, sometimes called Erichthonius, said to be of divine origin, to be lame 1, to have 
bad legs like serpents, and to have bad a serpent found in the cradle with him. Canis 
Major is said to be the dog of Orion or of Jupiter. Canis Minor also a dog of Orion. 
Argo, a miraculous vessel, and endued by one of the gods with the power of speech, 
which bore a company of voyagers, some of them said to be of divine parentage. Ursa 
Major, said by some to be the mother of Areas, by others the nurse of Jupiter. Ursa 
Minor, Areas, the son of Jupiter, the same person as Arctophylax, of whom there was 
a tradition that be died and came to life again on earth, and was then taken up to 
heaven. Hydra, a serpent slain by Hercules, of whose venom be died. Crater, a cup 
belonging to the gods, of which, as well as of Corvus, nothing definite seems to have 
been known by the ancients, nor why these two figures were united with the serpent 
Hydra among the constellations. 

The mythologies of the nations were not mere inventions, but combinations of most 
widely varying traditions, whence the inconsistencies that pervade them. The Greek 
poets seem to have thought themselves at liberty to interweave even " barbarian" 
legends with those of their own country, as Herodotus 2 tells us was done by lEschylus. 
From Egypt they seem to have borrowed the story of Latona 1, whose name means" she 
who brings forth," as the Mylitta and Alitta of the Assyrians. 

The connexions 4 here pointed outare only a part of what might be adduced, and pro­
bably will suggest others to the classical scholar, but they may suffice to show the 
resemblance of the fables of Greek and Roman mythology to the meaning here attri­
buted to the astronomical figures to which they are referred, thus affording an 
important corroboration of the argument that such was the original intention of 
those emblems; that intention being to proclaim to all coming time that the seed of the 
woman, the Divine Conqueror of the Serpent, should be born and die, should suffer 
and be exalted, that He bad been promised and foretold from the very beginning of the 
world, that God bad spoken. 

1 The lamenesa attributed to Auriga and to Vulcan may be referred to the circumstance that 
the human figures of the emblems are represented holding up ~me foot, as wounded, bruiaed. 

1 B. 2. 150. 
3 " Aa the Python pursued Latona to deYonr her offspring, so the serpent held by Ophiuchus 

appears aiming to devour the infant of Virgo." Thus justly observes Dupuis. The worship of 
Latona, and her magnificent temple in Egypt, further connect ber with the woman of the zodiac; 
u does the additional fable, that her offspring, the infant Apollo, immediately slew the serpent, 
whose name Python is the word translated" adder" in the 13th verse of the !Hst Psalm. 

• " The surest and best characteristic of a well-founded and extensive ihduction is, when verifi­
cations of it spring up, as it were, spontaneously into notice from q~rs where they might be 
least expected, or from among instances of that very kind which were at first considered hostile. 
Evidence of this kind is irresistible, and compels assent with a weight that acsrcely any other 
possesses." (Herschell on Nat. Phil. p. ljO.) This remark equally applies to the mythologies 
of Egypt and Assyria, &c., as to those of Greece and Rome. 
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THE NAMES OF THE TWELVE CHIEF GODS OF 
ROMAN AND GREEK MYTHOLOGY, 

EXPL.UNED FRO¥ THEIR PRIMITIVE .ROOTS, AND REFERRED TO THE 
CORRESPONDING SIGNS. 

Aau:s, 

TAuaus, 

G&JUNl, 

CANcza, 

Lao, 

V1aoo, 

.ScoaPio, 

SAGITTA• 
RIUS 2, 

CAPRI CO&• 
NUS1 

Allt7A1UUS, 

PISCES, 

Roman, Vulcan, who goe1 or C0171tlforth. go 
Greek, Hephll!stus, wllo ~et•free. free 
R., Jove, a corruption of Jebo'fah, wllo wu, and il, and 
. il to come. (Etruacan.) 

J iter{he who il, Jah, Ps.lxvili. 4. the Lord 
- up the creator or originator, Patar. opening 

Gr., Zeus, Tbeos, and Dis, who il 1• {~ 
R., f Apollo, tllt Judge. Judge 
Gr., lPbrebus, the lllinif11, Job iii. 4; wllo cometh and 

goetll. Apollo and Diana were twins. 
R., Juno, g""ciotcl• Prov. xi. 16. 
Gr., Hera, wAo bear1, Isa. vii. 14. 
R., Mars, Mavors, Mamers, breaking, wouradifll. 

marallager 
Gr., Ares, tAe 1ame. 
R., Minerva, wllo lleall. 

{
Bet apart ( 111 the Virgira ), Exod. viii. 22. 

Gr., Pallas wllo c0fllider1, il wile, weiglle. 
wllojudge~. 

- Athene, wllo gi11e1 (IAe braracll). g~e 
R., Vesta, •altulliora. 
Gr., Hesta, Hestia, or Hesia, lhe 1ame. 

Tull tol&He 
lhe rool of II., 
name il rued 
in tAil unu 
ifliMHebrtiD 
Bible. 

Gen. 24. 58. 
Job 3. 19. 

Exod. 6. 3. 

Exod.15.2. 
Exod.l3. 2. 
Gen.18. 24. 
Gen. 28.16, 
Job 31. 11. 
Hab. 2. 3. 

Ps. 77. 9. 
Gen.16. 11. 

Num.35.6. 

Isa. 30. 26. 
Ps. 4. 3, 
Isa. 26. 7. 
Deut.32.31. 
Gen. 25. 6. 

Ex. )4. 13. 

R., Ceres, tile wounding (111 ploughing). Job 1. H • 
Gr., Demeter, wounding, Gen. xxxvii. 26, of the comi"' Esth. 2. u. 

or returraing. 
R., Diana, tllefemirairae of Dan, ruler. Lord Gen. 42. 33. 
Gr., Artemis, wllo COf'lltth, 2 Sam. xii. 4. tile twira Cant. 4. 5. 

R., Mercury, from ofar, Job xxi. 16; recurrifll, 111 ira 
a circle (Arab.). 

Gr., Hermes, cut o.ff, or wAo cut• o.ff. dellroged Ex. 22. 20. 
- Cyllenius, pierced, llairt.. wounded Isa. li3. 5. 

R., Neptune, eqaraded, ~pread out 111 water. open lea. 41. IS. 
Gr., Poseidon, di.ffUBed, ~pread out (Arab.). rpread Hab. l. s. 
R., Venus, gracio111, Ps. lxxvii. 9. full of grace Ps. 45. 2. 
Gr., Aphrodite, wllo il fruitful, Gen. viii. 17 ;J mucll Exod. 36. 5. 

ple-Rtiful. 1fruiiful Gen. 8. 17. 

H•breoo 
Roo,.. 

"' .,IOD 
VI' 

M!l., 
""!l ""ll .,.,, 
)1'\l 

Min VI' 

IV'IM 
.,n 

l., 
DICT'I 

Tbe Latin names are given from ED.Dius as those of the twelve principal gods of Rome, called 
Dii Coralente~ 1, consenting or agreeing, as in their relation to tbe twelve sigus. Tbe Crab was 
Baid to be eent by Juno to bite Hercules in the heel ; tbe Scorpion to have been sent by Ceres 
to sting Orion. In the Indian zodiacs, a woman holds the scales of Libra, and Sagittarius is 
called the bow or the arrow, whence the archeress Diana might have been imagined iu thst sign. 
Tbe figure of Andromeda in Pisces might suggest Venus, and Virgo was already there. Thus 
ere accounted for the six female divinities of the twelve chief gods. Tbe Greek names are from 
two lines by an unknown Greek poet. (Robinson's Arcbll!Ologia.) 

t Plato, in Cratylus, pronounces thst such is the meaning of these DamP.S, saying that the 
name " Zeus is the offspring of no mean intellect." 

a The arrow-bearing figure in Sagittarius has been by the ancients identified with the arrow­
bearing twin in Gemini. 

3 Tbe Roman explanation, that these gods comerated in counsel with Jupiter, seems an after. 
thought. Ceres does not appear in the Homeric synod : Hestia is not even named by bim. 

~1 2 
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The Greeks and Romans, the Assyrians, and other ancient nations, had twelve 
principal objects of worship, gods and goddeues, apparently derived from the twelve 
signs ; those of the Romans, as has been said, being called Dii Consentes, a name, 
though explained as consenting to the counsels of Jupiter, more probably given as 
coinciding in that origin, and in resemblance to those signs. 

The most remarkable agreement is perhaps in the stories concerning Minerva, the 
virgin daughter of Jupiter without a mother, so celebrated in Homeric verse. A 
tradition of the first created woman seems here mixed up with those derived from the 
sign Virgo. By authorities less familiar than that of Homer she is said to be also a 
mother, the mother of the conqueror of the serpent, the sun-god Apollo, as Isis of the 
Horus of Egypt ; by some, of Prometheus, the divine and suffering benefactor of 
mankind. The regia encircled by serpents, which she wore on her breast, was the 
trophy of a vict~ry gained, not by herself, but by Perseus, a son of Jupiter by a human 
mother, over Medusa, whose name means "the bruised," " the trodden on." The 
olive-branch was another of her attributes, connecting her with the branch-bearing 
virgin of the zodiac, whose ofFspring was to bruise the serpent's head. Her name 
Minerva might convey the meaning of "who is to be reverenced," as well as "who 
heals;" but her Etruscan name Menefra would be "who is to bring forth." The 
signification, who heala, would account for her being called the goddess of medicine, 
among other things. These names were unknown to the Greeks, by whom abe was 
called Pallas, "who judges," from the same root as Apollo; also Atbene, "she who 
gives," and Parthenia, "who brings forth," a name equally applicable to the human 
female and the woman of the zodiac. From this root Parah, the Romans derived 
Virgo, a woman, and Virga, a branch, by the common Etruscan change of p to "· 
Minerva, then, is to be referred to the virgin mother of the zodiac. 

Vesta, or Hestia, may be found in Libra 1, the name signifying salvation, the Vestal 
Virgins dedicated to her service being probably derived from the preceding sign. 

Ceres, drawn in a car by two dragons, the serpents of the sign Scorpio, under the 
name of Tellus, the earth, sent forth the scorpion to wound the heel of Orion, as in the 
sign it wounds that of Ophiucbus, one of whose names is Triptolemua, said to be taught 
by Ceres to plough the ground, the names Ceres and Demeter meaning to wolmd, 
bruise, crush. 

Diana, who rules, as the moon the night, Artemis, who cometh, the arrow-bearer, 
the twin-sister of Apollo, said to have taken refuge from the Titans in the form of a 
mare, corresponds with the equine form and bow and arrow of Sagittarius. 

The ibis-headed Mercury in Egyptian zodiacs is found standing on Capricornus the 
fish-goat. He is sometimes imaged as sitting on a fish, sometimes with a goat at his 
feet. The Greek name Hermes is "who cuts off, or is cut off," agreeing with the idea 
of sacrifice, as does that of Cyllenius, which has nearly the same meaning. ·He wail 
said to carry away the souls of the dead. Like Apollo, be was the son of Jupiter by a 
human mother. The Roman name Mercury, and the Etruscan Turm, returning from 

1 This sign seems to have been confounded with the preceding or that which follows, the 
Vu-gin of the zodiac being sometimes represented with a balance, and cslled Astrala, the goddeu 
of justice. The ScholiSit on Virgil says that anciently there were but eleven signs, the claws 
of Scorpio, called Chelre, taking the place of Libra. Cali being an implement of any kind, as 
the scsles, might cause this confusion. Ovid and Virgil both adopt this notion, which obviated 
the difficnlty which must have embarrassed those who held that Zodion or Zodiac meant a circle 
of living creatures. In the Indian zodiac the scales are held by a human figure; but the sign is 
called Tula, or Tolam, the balance, the suspended or held up. In Greek the sign is cslled Zugos, 
the yoke or beam of the balance, certainly not a living creature. 
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afar, as in a circle, were interpreted by them as the messenger of the gods, but had a 
higher reference : the Divine Messenger, the Son of the Supreme, should come, go, and 
return. 

Neptune, the ruler of the water; Poseidon, spread out, as his ocean-realm. The 
constellation Pegasus, the horae, whose head joins that of Aquarius, the water-bearer, 
accounts for the fable that Neptune assumed the figure of a horae, and for horses being 
sacrificed to him, also for his presenting the war-horse to mankind, a gift held even by 
the heathen inferior to that of the olive of Minerva, the emblem of peace, derived from 
the branch in the hand of the virgin of the zodiac, symbolizing Him who is the Prince 
of Peace. The neighbouring constellation of the dolphin was said to be the dolphin 
who brought to Neptune his spouse Amphitrite. 

Venus with her son Cupid in the Titan war took refuge in the form of fishes. The 
name Venus, kindness, graciousness, accords with the union of the two fishes in Pisces; 
Aphrodite, fruitful in oft'spring, with the meaning of the name of the sign, the 
multitudes. 

Vulcan, the spouse of Venus, who comes forth, but is hurt in the foot, accords with 
Aries, He who comes, as also by his Greek name Heph~estus, the setter-free. 

Jove, a corruption of the sacred name of the Jewish Scriptures, and Jupiter, He who 
is the Creator, or Originator, in Greek Zeus, Theos, Dis, He who is, the chief deity of 
the two nations, bad, it was fabled, once borne the form of the bull ; and to him bulls 
were sacrificed. 

Apollo, the judge, and Phrebus, the shining, the conqueror of the serpent, and son 
of Jupiter, twin-born of a human mother, may be traced to the divine twin Pollux, the 
judge, the mighty one, of Gemini. He was sent down on earth to keep the sheep of King 
Admetus, to whom be granted life on the death of a substitute; this name Admetua 
is said to be the only trace of that of Adam in Greek fable. His wife Alcestis was 
rescued from death by Hercules, the suft'ering son of Jupiter, who in the sign Gemini 
was reckoned the twin with Apollo, and who died by the venom of the serpent he bad 
conquered. Thus in this story are remarkably combined various traditions concerning 
the promised" seed of the woman." The king, a frequent epithet of Apollo, to whom 
no kingdom is assigned, may be from the tradition that this infant should be the " King 
who should rule in righteousness." · 

Juno may be traced to Cancer, the crab, which she was said to have sent to wound 
the foot of Hercules, afterwards placing it in the heavens as this constellation. As 
Cancer signified possession, typified by cattle, so she was the patroness of wealth and 
fecundity, and in the Titan war hid herself in the form of a cow. In Juno, the often 
disobedient but ever chaste spouse, we trace the Bride, the Church, bound in the chain 
as Andromeda, seated on the throne as Cassiopeia; so in the infant, the victim, ani! the 
conqueror, we trace the coming Saviour. Her Latin name is" the gracious, or loved;" 
her Greek name, "who bears." 

Mars, born of Juno without a father, according to some, but of Jupiter, according to 
others, strong and unconquerable, bas his attributes in common with the lion. His 
names, whether Mars, Mamers, Ol' Al'es, may all be derived from the same root, 
to break, wound, slay, whence his Homeric epithet, the homicide : also the fable of his 
being wounded in the Trojan war. 

The tradition of a son of the Supreme God, born of a human mother, conquering the 
serpent, yet dying by its poison, pervades the stories of these twelve chief gods of 
Greece and Rome, as it is the theme of the twelve signs to which they are here 
referred. 

Thus also we find the Dii Consentes, the twelve principal deities of the Romans, 
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following out the circle of the signs, and cOI'IIenti"!! to the message of prophetic truth 
which these emblems had been formed to convey. 

That six of those deities are feminine, while in only one of the signs a woman's figure 
appears, is a variation in accordance with the still prevalent tendency of human nature 
to set up a female divinity, a queen of heaven. 

The Romans are considered to have adopted some of these names from the Etruscans, 
whom the colonists under .lEneas found an ancient and civilized people: others, as 
Jupiter, they appear to have brought with them from their Asian home. It is 
said that the Jupiter of Etruria was called Tinia, or Tinis, also that the Romans had 
learnt from them the names Jove and Jave. As is often the case in names, Tinis 
may only express one of the attributes of deity, from a primitive root, to endure, be 
lengthened out, as in Ps. lxxii. 17, expreBBing eternity, or from another root might 
mean the giver, but Jave and Jove are evidently derived from Jab and Jehovah. 

Among the Etruscan remains lately brought to light, there are figures like those 
found at Nineveh by Layard, combining three of the cherubic forms : a human head 
on the body of a lion with eagles' wings. Both these figures, Etruscan and Assyrian, 
are walking, coming. 

Gems bearing Etruscan characters or emblems are mostly cut into the form of the 
Egyptian scarabreus, the sacred beetle, equivalent to the figure of the crab in Cancer. 
Tbia is one of the fr::quent resemblances of Etruscan to Egyptian remains : not that 
these nations descended from, or perhaps even borrowed from one another, but bad all 
one ·common source, the family of Noah. The Etruscan Apollo holds a branch, as do 
many of the figures, divine or priestly, of the Assyrian sculptures. The branch and 
the cherubic emblems, received through that family, pervade all mythology, and point 
to that origin, to which the twelve great gods of Greece and Rome, as well as the 
twelve signs of the zodiac, are here referred. 

Though not numbered among the twelve great gods, Castor and Pollux were pecu­
liarly venerated Roman divinities. The Helen of the Iliad claims them for her brothers, 
but the Romans regarded them with superhuman awe. Both Greeks and Romans in 
some way connected them with the starry twins, their dazzling helms always crowned 
by a star. Both now immortal and divine ; but one bad been bom mortal, and the 
dirine twin had shared his immortality with him. There is tradition here -far beyond 
the reach of astronomy. Nothing in the stars of Gemini could suggest it. Pro­
phecy alone can account for it. There was to be a mysterious union of Divine and 
human nature in One who was to come, the theme of prophecy and the prototype of 
the emblems of those constellations that perpetuated it. One sense of the name of the 
branch-bearing twin, Pollux, is the wonderful, the ltrong. Such seemed to be the 
feelings with which the Romans regarded these Dioscuri, these divine youths. Their 
·mother's name, Leda, is she who brings forth 1, the universal appellation of the woman 
of the zodiac. 

Janus, also not included among the twelve chief gods, received especial Roman 
veneration. His temple was to be shut in universal peace; when the bleBBing was 
come there was no need to pray for it. His name signifies 2 peace, rest, cessa­
tion; resting, as the sun at the winter solstice, ceasing, as the year, thence to recom­
mence. Twelve altars, and altars of twelve stones were dedicated to him, referring 
.evidently to the twelve signs. That temple was shut, for the last time, at the birth of 
Him "who is our peace," at that winter solstice with which Janus was associated He 

1 Mic. v.3. 2 Gen. I. 17 (Ar.ab. sense). 
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was hom. That the Divine Word was then to take into communion with Himself a 
created nature see!Dll symbolized in the figure of the sign where then was the winter 
solstice ; the victim kid, the sacrifice for sin, typifying the Redeemer, is there united 
with the fish, the well-known symbol of" hia body, the Church." 

Another object of wide-spread worship, the Bacchus of the Romans, and Dionusos of 
the Greeks, was also not of the twelve. The name Bacchus is from the root Ba, he 
cometh, (as in Bootes,) and .Acha, smitten, wounded. Dionusos from Dios, the divine, 
and Nusos, wounded. In the Syracuean dialect Nusos ia said to have meant lame t, 
wounded in the foot. Dire waa the perversion of prophecy in the Bacchanalian and 
Dionysian festivals of abandoned profligacy. Women bearing branches, the well-known 
emblem of Him who was to come, the Desire of nations, attended the figure of the 
divinity, others carrying aloft the foreleg of an animal, kid or lam b. This unexplained 
symbol seems to have originated from the Oriental word Zeroab s, the foreleg, sug­
gesting the similar sound Zerah, the seed, the ofi'spring. The serpents also, home aa 
in triumph by the Bacchantes, can only be accounted for by the tradition, that He who 
should come should be the conqueror of the serpent 1• 

Hercules 4, or Heraclas, though the most famous of the serpent-slayers, and said to 
be celebrated as such in every ancient mythology, does not appear in the circle of the 
twelve chief gods of Greece and Rome. .A constellation it named after him, but it ia 
not in the zodiac, though his name has there been applied to one of the twins. 
Whether there were one, two, !our, or forty-four of the name was uncertain ; and he 
was so extensively worshipped as to be called the god of many nations. Labouring 
and suffering for mankind, extirpating the seven beads of the abhorred, the hydra, 
he did yet more : bringing back from the tomb the faithful wife of King .Admetus, and 
his friend Theseus from Tartarus itself, he was the conqueror of death and hell. The 
constellations of Perseus and Andromeda set forth the prophecy so early recorded in 
the name of Methuselah, and transmitied in the story o! Hercules freeing Hesione, the 
saved one, from the sea-monster figured in Cetus, who like .Andromeda becomes the 
bride of the deliverer, to be, as Cassiopeia, enthroned in glory by the side of Cepheus, 
the branch, there placed on high as the crowned king. If such gleams of divine truth 
still pervaded the darkening atmosphere of heathenism, shall they not be joyfully 
recognized as illuminating the dreary retrospect of those ages of idolatrous obscurity 1 

1 Hederic. Lex. ' Dent. iv. 34. • Gen. iii. 16. 
4 The eight Dii Selecti of the Romans, deities of the next order, were Saturuus, Janus, Rhea, 

Pluto, Bacchus, Sol, Luna, Genius. They were not referred to any of the twelve signs, nor indeed 
to any of the other oonstallations. • 

The Dii Minorum Gentium included almost innumerable other objects of worship. They were 
apparently adopted from other nations. Among them were reckoned Hercules, and Castor and 
Pollux, which, however, were named as the twins in Gemini. Pan also, sometimes called the 
greatest of the gods, was among them. Pan, from its Greek signification, was often understood 
as vnit~enal, the god of all ; but having the homs and legs of a goat, he might have originated 
from the sign Capricorn : if eo, the name, from ita Semitic root " to tum," might refer to the 
winter solstice paaaing into that sign about 2000 years a.c., when the sun turued again, began to 
returu. 
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THE TWELVE ~ABOURS OF HERCULES 1, 

.AS .AGREEING WITH THE SIGNS. 

TaB slaying of the Nemean lion, with Leo. 
The victory over the queen of the Amazons, with Virgo. 
The battle of the centaurs and slaying the boar of Erymanthus, with the Victim held by the 

centaur in Libra. 
The hydra killed by Hercules, who dies by its poison, with Scorpio. 
The birds of Stymphalis shot by Hercules, with Sagittarius. 
The stag, or goat, slain by Hercules after a year's pursuit, with Capricornus. 
The pouring of the river through the Augean stable, with Aquarius. 
The seizing the horses of Diomedes, with Pegasus in Pisces. 
The voyage in quest of the golden 11eeoe, and the deliverance of Andromeda, with Aries. 
The conquest of the buR of Crete, with Taurus. 
The infant Hercules, and his mortal twin-brother Iphiclus, stranglin« the serpents, with Gemini. 
The taking the fiocks and herds of Geryon, with Cancer. 

The resemblance that has been observed between the twelve labours of Hercules and 
the signa of the zodiac baa sometimes led to the supposition that the signa were formed 
from the stories relative to these labours. But ancient authorities differ widely aa to 
the history, and even the personality of Hercules, questioning whether there were one, 
or three, or six heroes of the nauie. They disagree also about the nature and order of 
the s<H:alled twelve labours, while the figures and succession of the signs have come 
down unaltered and undoubted; this permanent and unvarying aeries must therefore be 
the original from which the uncertain and fluctuating fables have been copied. 

The mythological Hercules baa been considered aa a personification of the sun, and 
his twelve labours aa denoting ita progress through the signs in the annual course. It 
eeema that the fables insensibly grew out of the traditionary explanations of the starry 
emblems, given to the wonder-loving Greeka by the Phamician mariners, or trans­
mitted to them from their Pbamician or Egyptian ancestors. 

From this allegorical personage, the sun-god, may have been named that hero whose 
descendants, the Heraclidre, have a real historical existence. .As in more recent ages 
Odin, the successful leader of northern invasion, baa been confounded with the god 

t "The author of the Hymns of Orpheus seems to identify Hercules with the sun. 
Porphyry, who was bom in Phrenicia, assures us that the name of Hercules was given to the 
sun, and that the fable of the twelve labours expresses the progress of the sun through the 
twelve signs of the zodiac. The Scholiaat of Hesiod says, 'The zodiac in which the sun performs 
his annual course is the career of Hercules in the fable of the twelve labours ; and by his 
marriage with Hebe, goddess of youth; whom he espouses, after having finished his career, must 
be understood the renewal of the year after every revolution. ' " (Dupuis, Origine des Cultes, 
p. J 08.) G. S. Faber quotes ancient authorities to prove that Hercules was sometimes repre­
sented aa contending with a serpent, whose head is under his heel. Silins Italicus describes a 
temple of Hercules, very ancient in his days, at Gades in Spain, in whiclt was no image or simi­
litude of the gods, but on its door was sculptured that labour of Hercules in which he slew the 
serpent Hydra. 
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Odin, of Scandinavian mythology, whose name he bore. So the human hero and the 
deified allegory may have been interwoven in the poetic traditions of Grecian 
antiquity. 

The story of the divine Hercules, the son of the Supreme God, who came on earth to 
labour, to suffer, and to die, has too many points of resemblance to the great theme of 
prophecy, the promised Conqueror of the serpent, not to be at once referred to primeval 
revelation shedding a twilight ray on the darkness which covered the Gentile earth. 
The sun of this world, though its glorious image was too soon desecrated by idolatry, 
yet in some measure connected the perversion with the truth. The sun-god Hercules 
preserved many of the characteristics of the Sun of righteousness who was to aris11. 

He was said to have contended soon after his birth with two serpents, which he 
atrangled. Hie subsequent victory over the one serpent, the Lemean hydra, at once 
carries us back to tbe original promise; but for the story of two. enemies at once we 
must seek some other source. We may find it in the constellations of Hercules kneeling 
on one knee, as from the wound in the heel, while his foot is over the head of Draco, 
and the united emblem of Ophiuchus, the serpent-bearer, sometimes called also Hercules, 
who not only holds the serpent with which he is in conflict, but has his foot on the head 
of another enemy, the scorpion, from whom he seems about to receive or to have 
received the predicted wound in the heel. Had the emblems been taken from the 
fable, these two human figures would have been infantine like those of Gemini; but the 
fable being derived from the emblems, finding them placed soon after the commence­
ment of the ancient year, where Virgo holds in her arms the promised infant, might 
refer the struggle to the beginning of the hero's career. Two serpentine emblems 
accompanying the human ones in the constellations may be thus accounted for : that 
two periods of time, the wounding and the victory of the promised Deliverer, were to 
be represented in one symbol. 

Other achievements attributed to Hercules refer to other of the constellations beyond 
the zodiac; but it is always asserted that there were twelve principal ones, called by 
way of distinction the twelve labours, though different authorities relate different stories 
to make up the number. It seems, however, by all agreed that the first labour was the 
conquest of a lion : the summer solstice, the commencement of the ancient year, having 
receded from Virgo into Leo, here the sun-god naturally began his progress. Did the 
fable more closely follow the order of the signs, the victory over the queen of the 
Amazons, corresponding with the sun's passage through the sign Virgo, should come 
next; for Libra there seems to be taken the adjacent constellation of the centaur piercing 
the victim, alluded to in the slaying of the boar of Erymanthus, and the victory over 
the centaurs said to occur in the course of that adventure. For Scorpio 1 we find the 
hydra, by whose venom the hero afterwards died, killed by Hercules with the assistance 
of his friend Iolas; in which may be traced the union of the two constellations, Hercules 
and Ophiuchus •, belonging to this sign. In Sagittarius, with the neighbouring constel­
lations, Aquila• and Sagitta, the hero is destroying with his arrows the ravenous birds 
of the lake Stymphalis. In Capricomus the stag or goat of Diana, which Hercules 
pursued for a whole year, bas often been recognized; to which sign the winter solstice 
had early receded. In Aquarius is seen the origin of the story of the cleansing of the 

t It is posaible that the scorpion was an early corruption of the serpent, from the name of the 
sign, the conflict, suggesting that of the scorpion ; nevertheless the scorpion is a most suitable 
type in this place, and is perhaps alluded to in Ps. xci. 

' In the name of his twin-brother lphiclns, Opbiucbus may be traced. 
a The IIIICilllding and falling eagle will bring to mind the type in Lev. xiv. 4. 

N 
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• ~ugean stable by turning a river through it; but as the human figure was never, 
among its many names, called Hercules, it is evident the sign was not invented from 
the story. The seizing of the horses of Diomedes, and their consecration to Jupiter by 
the labouring hero, appears to take the constellation of Pegasus in the place of Pisces. 
In Aries we find Cetus, the sea-monster from which Hesione was said to be delivered by 
Hercules, her name meaning "saved from afftiction," as that of Andromeda, from whence 
the story was probably derived. Aries was said to be the ram whose golden fleece 
Hercules went with the Argonauts to obtain. In the belly of that sea-monster Hercules 
was said to have remained "three days and three nights" by Lycophron 1, who, living 
at the court of Ptolemy Philadelphus, had access to the translation of the Hebrew 
Scriptures made for that sovereign, whence he might obtain the knowledge of the 
typical prophecy of Jonah. From tbe Jewish translators he might learn its application 
to Him who was to come, called in the same Scriptures the Sun of righteousness, and 
thus being by the poet connected with the sun-god Hercules. In Taurus is seen the 
bull of Crete. In Gemini the branch in the hand of that twin sometimes called 
Hercules seems to have connected with this sign the story of that garden of the 
Hesperides, so remarkably preserving the tradition of Eden and the forbidden fruit, the 
serpent and the Conqueror. In Gemini we also trace the reason why tbe divine 
Hercules was said to have a human twin-brother, called Iphiclus. This name never 
having been annexed to either twin of the constellation shows that the sign did not 
follow, however it might originate, the fable. The acquisition of the flocks and herds 
of the triple-headed king Geryon t well corresponds with the interpretation of the sign 
Cancer, as setting forth the purchased possession, the flock of the good Shepherd, the 
peculiar people of the King who shall rule in righteousness, in whose person dwelleth 
the whole fulness of the Godhead bodily, in whom alone is declared the glory of the 
triune God. 

Great authorities have observed that wherever in Greek mythology there is a fable 
concerning a son of Jupiter, there may be traced, as its foundation, a prophecy of the 
Messiah 1• This observation is remarkably exemplified in the stories concerning 
Hercules, as may be seen in those relative to the twelve labours, here shown to corre­
spond with the symbolizations of the signs and constellations belonging to the signs. 
Hercules and his labours are seldom thonght of, except during the study of those 
ancient authors still made part of modem European education. In after life few 
remember and fewer care what he or they might signify, but the twelve signs of the 
zodiac are in the memory of all. Every elementary book with but a single page 
devoted to astronomy contains them. Surely a great step in the promotion of Christian 
knowledge will be gained, if these wide-spread, almost universal symbols can be shown, 
when rightly interpreted, to declare the glory of God in the work of redemption ; if 
the fables derived from them of the labouring, suffering, dying, and deified sun-god of 
mythology are used as testifying to their original in revelation, even as the broken 
reflection on the descending current to the stedfast rays of the luminaries above it. 

1 ..i£neas Gazeus, a writer less known, also says, " Hercules is reported to have been, when 
lhipwnl<'ked, swallowed up by a whale (~:ijror;)." Much has been said as to the species of fish 
by which Jonah was swallowed. The Hebrew merely says :n, a fish : the original meaning of 
Ketos is equally general, being merely tbe Greek writing of Cbayith, an animal, used for a marine 
animal in Ps. civ. 25. Many of the apparent difficulties in ancient literature, as well as in the 
Scriptures, would in like manner be removed by adverting to the Semitic root of the word. 

2 Geryon may have had the first syllable from Kir, the last of Cancer, as his dog with two 
heads has probably been taken from the two dogs in tbe preoeding sign, and its name, Orthos, 
from the usual root n,11, who cometh. 

• Bp. Horsley, &c. 
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THE SPHINX, 

AS CONNECTED WITH THE SIGN VIRGO. 

THERE are typical actions recorded in Scripture, in which there is evident alluaion to 
the sound of the name, as well as to the nature of the object employed : and sometimes 
the reference is to the sound alone ; as, for instance, in the ancient usage recorded in 
the history of Ruth, when the man who refused to take the widow and the inheritance 
together pulled off his shoe, or sandal, in Hebrew Naval, and gave it to Boaz in token 
of transferring to him his right to the inheritance, in Hebrew Nahal!, of the deceased. 
It baa been observed by the modern decipherers of Egyptian hieroglyphics that the 
figure of the sandal has some relation to the country of Egypt. As Nahal also 
signifies a valley down which the stream runs, and sometimes the stream itself, and as 
the great similarity of the ancient Egyptian to the Hebrew seems now acknowledged, 
this hieroglyphic may be thus accounted for. The ancient names of the river Nile, as 
Sihor, the dark; and Oceanus, stretched out, expanded, as ,the river in ita overflowing; 
and Egyptus, covering 1, as the land by inundation, whence the country itself was called 
Egypt, the covered, and the Nile was represented as veiled. Ethiopia being inundated 
also, was called Cush, also meaning covered. This great peculiarity of Egypt, the 
inundation, has always been considered to be alluded to in the celebrated figure of the 
Sphinx, a human head with the lion's body. The name Sphinx in the ancient 
dialects means "the pouring out •." This figure has been said by different ancients to 
relate to the creation of the world •, to the inundation, and to the summer solstice, at 
which the Nile begins to rise, but bow and why they say not. There is a tradition 
that the creation was at the summer solstice. Four thousand years before Christ this 
solstice took place where the junction of Leo and Virgo is marked by the bright star 
Denebola 1• By referring the figure of the Sphinx to the junction of the signs of 
Virgo and Leo, these three traditions are reconciled and explained. The Krio-Sphinx, 
or ram-headed lion, is common in the monuments of Egypt. The ram's head on the 
lion 's body may be accounted for by the junction of .Aries and Leo in one object of 
veneration, both typifying the same person in the intention of their inventor, though 

• Or Nachal. I 2 Sam. xv. 30. 
3 .As in Deut. xxxiii. 19, where it is translated "abundance," in the bleesing of Zebulon, who 

bore Virgo upon hie standard. The Sphinx of Egypt must have been familiar to the IIJI'IIelites, 
and its relation to the inundation. 

• Macrobius says that the Egyptian astronomers taught, that at the creation the sun rose in 
Leo and the moon in Cancer. Julius Africanus says that Petosiris and Necepsos, ancient 
~ptian philosophers, also taught that at the creation the sun was in 16° Leo, and the moon in 
Ia Cancer. These Bigua are still in astrology called respectively the houses of the sun and 
moon. 

6 A D6111e meaning "the Lord who oometh quickly," where a figure of a youth bearing a 
branch may be seen in the Egyptian planisphere. 

N2 
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not in the mythology of Egypt, for there the ram Ammon was adored, while the lion 
was little known, except in their lion-headed idols and iil the figures of astronomy 1• 

The lately found remains of Assyrian sculpture throw much greater light on thia 
investigation than those of Egypt. In a purer style of art, they indicate a less corrupt 
state of morals and even of religion. The earlier of them seem to belong to the period 
of transition from Sabianism, the undue veneration for the host of heaven, to an 
idolatrous worship of images representing them. The images then becoming the idols 
of Assyria are the four principal constellations combined; these referring to the four 
faces of the divinely appointed emblems of the cherubim. 

The Andro-Sphinx, a man's head on a lion's body, coincides with the discovery 
that the great Sphinx of the desert holds in the fore paws a shrine containing the 
figure of a young man, representing, it should seem, the promised deliverer, the hoped­
for progeny of the virgin. Some however have thought that the Sphinx was a youth, 
and not a woman. 

The Sphinx of the pyramids, if female, would refer to the woman in the sign Virgo, 
as united in the starry emblems with that of Leo 2• If male, as the Andro-Sphinx else­
where met with, it still expresses the prophecy: it is there the seed, the infant, the son, 
who is emblematized in the man as the sacrifice, in the lion as the conqueror. He is 
so typified in the two-faced cherub of Ezekiel xli. lS, 19, which is understood by Jewish 
authorities to have been the same as those of Divine ordination in Exodus xxvi. and 
1 Kings vi., on the curtains of the tabernacle and on the walls of the temple. Accord­
ing to AI Makrisi (who gives no explanation of it), the ancient name of the Sphinx is 
Bel-hit; it may be explained "the Lord who cometh a:" the modem Abou-boul, father 
of sand, is also masculine. 

· By the Greeks the Sphinx was said to be hom of Chimera, a monster formed of 
three of the starry emblems, the lion, the goat, and the serpent; whose name is taken 
from Chema, heat, of fire and of wrath; thus furnishing an additional instance of the 
derivation of the wildest and most incoherent of the Greek fables from the names and 
figures of the constellations. 

In the prophecies annexed to the multitude of sparkling orbs shining in their clear 
midnight sky, the Greeks perhaps found that insolvable enigma 4 which they made it 
characteristic of the Sphinx to propound: this pkrt of the story might arise from the 
tradition of the hidden meaning belonging to the mystic emblem of the Egyptian 
Sphinx. The Greek fables concerning it take no notice of the enshrined youth, 
perhaps then as now generally buried in the sand, the discovery of which however bas 
strengthened the evidence connecting the Sphinx with the sign Virgo. 

1 The Egyptian· union of the ram and the lion in one image shows a tradition of Him at once 
the appointed victim and the future conqueror. In the book of Revelation He is at once" the 
Lamb as it had been slain," and "the Lion of the tribe of Judah." Not that St. John 
adverted to the hieroglyphic, but that the hieroglyphic was taken from the emblems of the zodiac 
embodying the earliest prophecies, with which the latest are in accordance. 

• Layard thinks the figure of a female sphinx is sometimes met with in the Assyrian sculp­
tures. It seems still undetermined whether the great sphinx of the desert represents a woman or 
a youth : in either case it is equally referable to the first revelation. As in the sign Virgo both 
the woman and the promised offspring are to be found, both aspects of the Sphinx may have 
had the same origin. 

3 Deut. xxxili. 21. 
4 This enigma is said to have been the question, What is the animal which goes on four legs in 

the morning, two at noon, and three at night? <Edipus replied, " Man, crawling as an infant, 
walking erect in manhood, and in old age with a staff.'' It is possible that the infant of Virgo, 
the man in Ophiuchns, and the branch-bearing Hercules of the constellations might have given 
the hint of her riddle. 
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THE SIBYL, 

AS CONNECTED W.ITH THE SIGN VIRGO. 

THE name Sibyl, for which no satisfactory derivation baa otherwise been given, 
signifies in the Semitic dialects "who carries," " the bearer 1." A nearly similar root is 
an ear of com 1, and also a branch •, thus identifying this mythological perso11age, the 
bearer of the golden branch in the ..Eneid, with the figure of Virgo, the seed-bearer 
in the zodiac. The Sibyl was always said to be a prophetic virgin : the Cumean may 
have been so called originally from Chimah, the desired, afterwards corrupted to Coma, 
one of the names of the infant borne by the virgin of the zodiac. 

The story of the first acquisition of the Sibylline books in the early annals of Rome 
may be chiefly poetical fiction, but it is an historical fact that books called Sibylline 
were long preserved at Rome with the utmost veneration. Being destroyed by fire 
about a century before the Christian era, the Romans sent delegates to Asia, to the 
islands of the Archipelago, to Sicily, and to Africa, where it was understood that these 
prophecies were yet extant. They collected about a thousand verses, out of which the 
learned at .Rome made a selection, probably of such as most agreed with their recol­
lections of those that had perished •. The verses thus selected formed those Sibylline 
books to which Cicero, as an augur, had access, and of which he says "that they were 
rather calculated to extinguish than to propagate superstition:" consequently their 
subject was not the idolatrous religi'bn of Rome. Cicero also informs us that they 
predicted a king who was to arise about that time, whose sovereignty was to be uni­
versal, and under whose rule the world should be at peace. A farther insight into the 
subject of these ancient prophecies is gained from Virgil's celebrated poem called 
Pollio. The remarkable coincidence of some of its imagery with the prophecies of 
Isaiah has been beautifully developed in our English masterpiece of verse, Pope's 
Messiah. This resemblance may. be accounted for by the researches of the Romans 
having been directed to Asia Minor, where these prophecies were first delivered and 
were well preserved. But there are other images introduced in the Pollio, also 
occurring in ancient prophecy, but of which Isaiah did not furnish the original. 
Isaiah does not speak of the time when the Prince of Peace shall be born. The other 
Hebrew prophecies which declare the time of the accomplishment of the great sacrifice 
do not fix that of the Messiah's birth; yet the e\pectation was prevalent all over the 
East that He should come about that time (perhaps from the seventy weeks of 

1 Isa. xlvi. 4, 7. 2 Job xxiv. 24. a Isa. iv. 2. Zecb. iv. 12. 
• Bp. Horsley on Prophecies of the Messiah among the heathen. In what language were the 

first Sibylline books written ? It seems that the delegates traDslated into Latin the prophecies 
which they collected. 
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Daniel) : and it seems that the Sibylline verses confirmed the general anticipation. 
After an introduction declaring that the age spoken of by the Cumean Sibyl was now 
arrived, the poet seems not merely to relate her predictions, but to. speak in her 
person, saying, "The great order of ages is born again in its completeness." This 
assertion remarkably coincides with the circumstance stated as an astronomical fact, that 
" when the moon was new in Aries, in the year of the world usually considered as that 
of our Lord's incarnation, her conjunction with the sun took place at the time of the 
true equinox," thus completing one magnificent cycle of the heavenly movements, and 
commencing another not yet concluded 1• 

The Sibyl seems next to say, "The virgin comes who shall bear the promised 
progeny of heaven, who shall revive the worship of that Deity, long hid beneath 
the idolatries of the iron age, whose early reign, whose age of gold, he shall 
restore." 

The peace of Brundusium, concluded under the consulate of Pollio, gave occasion to 
the poet there to seek the commencement of the predicted reign of blessedness, and 
to express the hope that in the young Octavius, then for the first time assuming the title 
of Cresar, was to be found the promised pacificator. Again he takes up the Sibyl's 
strain, attributing to him tl!at power of atoning for the sins of the world which bad 
never been believed of any mere man, and that removal of human fears, which had 
been made a characteristic of Prometheus, the divine and suffering benefactor of the 
human race. 

Astronomical emblems are then brought forward by their astronomical names : 
Capella, the abe-goat; and Aries, the ram ; and the fall of the serpent, in terms 
resembling those of the original promise to Adam. 

There is then a clear distinction drawn between tl!e early period of Messiah's 
reign, when there should be" wars and rumours of wars," and the happy completion 
of it, when " nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war 
any more," when famine and pestilence shal~ cease, "when the earth shall bring forth 
her increase," when" instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle-tree," "and the 
desert shall rejoice and blossom as the rose.'' 

The early Romans were little skilled in any language but their own; tl!erefore the 
Sibylline books which they were accustomed to.consult must have been translated at 
least into the ancient Latin tongue. May not the celebrated spondaic hexameter, that 
magnificent line, the marvel of Latin poetry, "Cara Deum soboles, magnum Jovis 
incrementum," have existed in those early records, preserved in the memory of those 
conversant with them, and retained by the exquisite taste of Virgil to give the dignity 
and authority of antiquity to his work? A corroboration of this conjecture offers itself in 
the word Sobolea, an offspring, a shoot or branch, a word containing the same primitive 
root as tl!e branch, the seed of prophecy, while Sibylla would be the seed or branch-bearer. 
It might be that the ancient Latin verses spoke of the promised infant by this name 2, 

I In 'Frencb astronomy of the last centlll')', as La Loubcre, &c. 
1 When the Emperor Constantine delivered his oration to the Christian Church, to point out 

that the expected infant in this celebral!d Eclogue was Christ Himself, it is supposed he only 
enlarged on what was then a prevalent idea. This opinion, long disregarded, Pope revived, 
Horsley advocated, and many have since adopted. Virgil seems to have been a good astronomer, 
and aware that the accomplishment of the great cycle was at hand. He also appears to have 
known that universal peace was to accompany the birth of the great one who was to come from 
the East, and was right in fixing its commencement with the peace of Brundusium, in the consu­
late of Pollio. As even Christian. expositions of prophecy have too often done, he however 
mingles up the glory and blessedness of the second coming, with the humiliation and suffering 
accompanJing the first. 
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which occurs aa an Arabic name in the sign Virgo, and amongst the fixed stars aa 
Subilon, a name of Canopus. 

As in the caae of Hercules, so in that of the Sibyl, ancient authorities differ as to 
whether there were one or more. Plato spoke but of one, while the Romans enu­
merated ten, apparently supposing a separate prophetess to have lived in every place 
where they found the prophecies. 

One of these Sibyls waa named from the ancient Sabine town of Tibur, where 
Hercules (a personification of the prophecies of the promised seed, the theme of the 
Sibylline verses) waa peculiarly worshipped. If these verses contained any explicit 
aaaertion, that he who was to reign was also to suffer, it could not be expected to 
appear in the application to Octavius : but when Virgil in the sixth JEneid again 
introduces the Sibyl, he represents her as applying to JEneas predictions of sufferings 
that should precede and be merged in glory. These in the Pollio he brings forward aa 
concerning the stata of mankind. Here, carried by the Sibyl, may be recognized the 
branch, the sacred golden branch that had power over the infernal regiona, when 
carried thither in the hand of Mercury, said to be a son of the Deity, procuring 
" liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound." 
When in that of the pious hero, propitiating towards him the powers of the invisible 
world, this branch is likened by the poet to the mistletoP, whose name means the 
"aent forth," the self-springing "plant of renown," held in veneration by the northern 
nations, sought out and cut oft' by the Druids with mystic ceremonies, evidently 
derived from the universal tradition, that the Seed, the Branch, He who waa to come, 
the Desire of nations, waa to be cut off, but not for Himself, and should be born out of 
the common course of nature, as the mistletoe was long supposed to be produced. 
When the Spaniards met with that extraordinary tradition in the sacred recorda of 
Mexico, they were led to trace the Hebrew word Messiah in the name of the woman­
born deity Mexitli, a derivation which, however possible in the strange and manifold 
corruptions to which unwritten languages are liable, must not be pressed here; for it 
will not bear the teat by which all the accompanying derivations have been tried, 
which is, that when written in Hebrew letters they present the very word, or at least 
the root required, according to which they are interpreted. The name Deiphobe, 
given by Virgil to his Sibyl, would in Greek signify fearing God, and might give rise 
to the story of her fleeing from Apollo 1• That of Amalthea, elsewhere attributed to her, 
would be from the Semitic root, 1he who labour• or travai/8, who shall bring forth. 
From these circumstances of the story of the prophetic and long-lived Sibyl, we gather 
that among the nations there existed the memory of the revelation made to Adam, as it 
is figured by the seed-bearer of the zodiac, and in corresponding words by Isaiah and 
Micah. The branch, by which the promised seed is so often typified by the prophets, 
is by them no where spoken of in cennexion with the woman, though in the name 
and history of the Sibyl, as in the figure of the constellation, we find it to be so. It is 
also met with in one of the names of the bright star in Virgo, AI Zimach, which is 
the very word used as branch by Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Zechariah. Thus we find 
additional evidence, were mch needed, that the virgin of the zodiac waa intended and 
long understood to set forth the tradition so widely diffused among the descendants of 
him to whom it was first given, concerning the seed of the woman, the "Branch of the 
Lord's planting." 

We learn from the researches of Layard, that the figure of a woman, which might be 

1 If from a Semitic root, it would be" she who flees away, goes wandering." 
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referred to the same origin aa the story of the Sibyl, occurs among the later Assyrian 
remains : a woman with a star upon her head, a branch or flower, and sometimes a 
serpent in her hand, a lion under her feet. This figure seems plainly derived from the 
promise to Adam, and its record in the starry emblems. Among the earlier sculptures 
of Assyria no female figure has been met with; they present at first only the various 
combinations by which human perverseness corrupted to idolatry those divinely 
appointed emblems of the cherubim at the gate of Eden. As this corruption in­
creased, they turned from Him who was to come, the Seed of the woman, to the 
woman herself, aa we have seen even in Christian times, in the worship of the blessed 
mother of Christ and her imagee, in the "great apostasy." In the latter days of the 
Assyrian empire a female idol was worshipped, under the name Mylitta, or Alitta, 
meaning "she who brings forth," from the word used by Isaiah and Micah. The branch 
or seed may have been originally the chief emblem in the sign Virgo, the woman 
supporting it only an adjunct. That the early Assyrian worship of the host of heaven 
did not include the woman's figure, agrees with this supposition. 

The mistranslation in the Latin Vulgate, which would make the woman (ip8a) bruise 
the serpent's head, is wholly contrary to the Hebrew original, and to the Septuagint, aa 
also to the figure in the sign, where are found the branch, the seed, and the woman, 
but not the enemy. There is no serpent here. He by whom Paradise was lost shall 
not enter that Paradise of God, regained by the victory of the promised Seed of the 
woman. 

NOTE. 

" An oracle which declared that nature was about to bring forth a king to the Roman 
people," as Suetonius records, "had become known in Italy sixty-three years before 
the Christian era." Faber adds, "It is probable the words, whether traditionary or in 
the Sibxlline books, were 'a king to the world.' " 

Virgil, agreeably to the feelings of the Romans, avoids the word "king," which 
might have existed without offending them in the original books brought to the king 
Tarquin. Bp. Horsley considers that Cicero admits that this prophecy was in the 
Sibylline books with which he was acquainted. Had it not existed in the ancient books, 
then not so long destroyed but that their contents must have been remembered, it 
would on that account have been rejected. The constellation Cepheus, with the 
accompanying fable, had long and widely testified to the same future event aa the 
traditional prophecies scattered among the heathen. The first time the title "king" 
is found in the Scripture records in connexion with the expectation of the seed of the 
woman, the branch, is in the prophetic blessing of Jacob, where to Asher he speaks of 
the "BWeet influence& of the King.'' Then, in the prophecy of Balaam, the 1hout or 
proclamation of the King is said to be among Israel, and t/le ezaltation of his King is 
predicted 1• Again, in the blessing of Moses, "He," the Lord, "was," or shall be, 
"King in Jeshurun ',"among his upright people. · 

In the days of the prophetess Hannah, when as yet there waa no other king in Israel, 
the title of king seems familiarly known aa belonging to the Anointed, the Messiah•. 
David repeatedly announces a hi~her King than himself 4• Isaiah and Jeremiah foretel 
Him, the King, the Branch, predtcted and borne by the mythic Sibyl. That Sibyl, she 
who bear& or carriea, was evidently a personification of the virgin of the zodiac, of the 
woman of the primeval prophecy there recorded. 

I Num. xxili. 21; xxiv. 7. 
3 1 Sam. ii. 10. 

2 Deut. xxxiii. 6. 
4 Ps. ii., &c. 
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ON THE SIGN VffiGO. 

IN this sign the woman bearing the seed is every where recognized; even where the 
prophecy was forgotten the emblem remained. 

Our Lord at His solemn manifestation to the Gentiles, when the inquiry of the 
Greeks who came saying," We would see Jesus," was answered by the voice from 
heaven, spoke of Himself as the corn 1 (or seed) of wheat, which dying should arise, 
and "bring forth much fruit." So highly sanctioned is the interpretation which 
explains this emblem as representing the seed held by the woman of the first prophecy. 
Thus understood it does indeed "declare the glory of God," His great glory in 
redemption. 

It is evident that Eve supposed her firstborn to be the promised seed; for she said, 
"I have gotten a man, the Lord 2." It is not said how or when she was undeceived; 
but it seems to have been before she called the next son Abel, vanity. Neither Sarah 
nor Rebekah fell into the error of Eve: the hope of the wives of Israel was to be the 
ancestress, not the mother of the Messiah. Such was the honour regretted by the 
daughter of Jephthah, when the maidens of Israel went yearly to lament with her 
over its renunciation. The afBiction, almost to despair, of Hezekiah in the prospect of 
dying childless was from the same cause : he feared lest he should not be the ancestor 
of the Messiah, perhaps even lest the promise of " the seed of David " should therefore 
uUerly fail a. 

In all tradition, in all mythology, the woman of the zodiac was always a virgin, and 
almost always a virgin-mother. Bethulah, the maiden, is her name in Hebrew, 
Adarah, the pure virgin, in Arabic. Such was the Astrea of Greece and Rome, and 
such the mother of Krishna in India. Isis, the "thousand-named" goddess of Egypt, 
identified by Eratosthenes with Virgo, might seem to be an exception : but by some of 
those names she is daughter or sister of Osiris, though always the mother of Horus, 
" He who cometh." 

The figure of the woman in the zodiac did not represent the mother of mankind, 
neither did it prefigure Mary the daughter of Heli 4• It is the virgin daughter of Zion, 

1 The Hebrew New Testament translating " com " by the same word used as " seed " in Gen. 
iii. 13, this was probably the word our Lord here used, as no doubt the Greeks who came up 
to worship at the feast understood the language of the country. 

• It seems now admitted that the particle eth, here rendered from, is no more to be so trans­
lated in this place than where it occurs twice previously in the same, and twice again in the 
next verse. The Targum of Jonathan renders the words of Eve, "I have gotten a man, the 
angel of the Lord." 

• Josephus. 
~ Adam Clarke's Com., Bloomfield's Greek Test., Gill, &c. Mary is called the daughter of 

Hell in the Talmud. T. Hieros. Sanhedrim, fol. 26; Gill's Com. 

0 
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the Church, which Paul would present "as a chaste virgin unto Christ 1," re-appearing 
as the woman crowned with twelve stars in the Apocalypse. To that Church the 
Messiah was born, as the virgin of the sign bears the branch and the seed. 

The woman holding an infant, below Virgo, in the Egyptian planisphere, is evidently 
that "first decnn of Virgo" spoken of by Albumazer, corresponding with the prophecy 
of Isaiah, "Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son." Not till the end of the 
fourth century after the accomplishment of that prophecy was it ever imagined that the 
virgin-mother of the promised Messiah, the virgin 2 of prophecy, should be also the 
mother of any mere human offspring. That notion was ~hen treated as a heresy, 
arising among Arians, and by the great body of the Church at once rejected. When 
the far greater error of the undue glorification of the blessed Mary was denounced by 
Protestants, that exploded notion was after ten centuries revived. But error should not 
be combated by error : the truth is strong, and shall prevail. 

Great names in the Protestant Church have declared against that supposition. The 
apparent difficulties in the first chapter of Matthew are thus met: the Jews called the 
first offspring, whether of man or beast, firstborn, even if none followed, and it was 
holy to the Lord 3• The Greek word of which firstborn is the translation is rejected 
from the text by many Bible critics •: that rendered till does not exclude the time 
beyond, as may be seen where it occurs in Matt. xxviii. 30, and where our Lord promises 
to be with His disciples unto, or till, the end of the world, and certainly His presence 
will not be then withdrawn. In the celebrated sermon "On the Lineal Descent of 
Jesus of Nazareth," Dr. South speaks of Joseph as the last male heir of the royal line 
of David. As such apparently the angel addressed him, "Thou son of David," an 
appellation after the death of Joseph given to our Lord Himself, by some perhaps as 
supposed the son of Joseph, and due to Him as the son of Mary; for by her father 
Heli Mary was the heiress 5 of the line of Rhesa, the younger son of Zorobabel, the 
line of the elder son Abiud having terminated in Joseph. All tradition agrees that 
Joseph was an aged man at the timll of the angelic annunciation. According to the 
customs of the Jews, be must have been previously married; but be must have died 
childless, else his offspring, and not the son of Mary, would have been the rightful 
king of the Jews 8• That title was given Him by friend and foe, by Pilate and 
Nathanael. If " brethren and sisters" are mentioned in connexion with Him, it is 
well known that then, as now7, any near relations would be so called. Tradition has 
also said that the Virgin Mary had two sisters, of course younger than herself, and 
that James, " the brother of the Lord," was the son of one of them. If our Lord had 
been indeed dead, James might have been called the king of Israel: but the disciples 
knew their King was living, and those who believed it not put James to death, 
perhaps on account of that possibility. 

Had James been, as some have suggested, a son of Joseph, he, and not the 
son of Mary, being indeed the rightful king of Israel, our Lord, who was " the 
Truth," could not have allowed that title to be given to Himself untruly. The 
Pharisees recognized His descent, when they expressed the fear lest if all believed on 
Him the Romans would take away their place and nation. It was the king, not the 

1 In the Douay Bible the woman in Rev. xii. is called the Church. 
2 Dr. Owen and Bp. Middleton point out the article as emphatic in Matt. i. 23. 
1 Exod. xiii. 2. • Tischendorf, &c. 
• It is supposed Mary went to Bethlehem, Luke ii. 5, because she was an heiress. (Bloom­

field's Greek Test.) 
0 "The Jews themselves say he was nearly allied to the kingdom." (Gill, from Sanhedr. 

fol. 43.) 7 La yard, &c. 
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teacher, whom the Romans would oppose. By Divine pre-ordination those very Romans 
proclaimed His title on the cross, a spectacle to men and angels. When He, the 
King of the Jews, and of the universe, crowned with His first but not His only crown, 
was lifted up, according to the typical prophecy 1, on the prNlicted hill of Zion, He said 
to His desolate and soul-pierced mother, "Woman, behold thy son;" and the beloved 
disciple took her to his own home. Is it not evident she had no other son ? So said the 
voice of tradition, so the voice of nature when not made dumb by prejudice. Without 
such prejudice it might well be asked how any woman, above all any mother, could 
admit the possibility that the most highly honoured, the blessed among women, could 
have a thought, a feeling not devoted to Him whom she knew to be at once her son and 
her Saviour, that Holy One whose helpless infancy was nourished at her bosom and 
supported in her arms? Did He not need, would He not obtain, all that the most 
intense and exclusive maternal tenderness could give? What other might share it with 
Him ? Will not every woman who looks to Him, whom not having seen she loves, 
believe that the blessed mother, who hourly saw Him in His infant dependence on her 
care, would find her love of Him an absorbing sentiment, devotion mingling with 
natural affection? So have spoken instinctive feelings in every age. When by the 
most Protestant of painters or poets has she been represented with another infant in 
her arms, another offspring at her knee? And Joseph, the venerable guardian of the 
highly favoured mother and the holy child, was it not the sufficing happiness of his old 
age to watch over that mysterious treasure, Incarnate God, committed to his charge, 
the long-announced and earnestly expected seed of the woman, who should bruise the 
serpent's head? 

The. often-discussed word .Almah, in lsa. vii. 14, is doubtless derived from Alam, 
hidden, as were oriental maidens, especially among the Jews in ancient times. Jerome 
appeals to the Punic usage of it as meaning a pure virgin. Lee also says that those 
who have disputed it have done so for party purposes. He points out the definite 
article in lsa. vii. 14 as emphatic: the virgin of prophecy. Had it not been so 
understood from very early times, even from the days of Noah, how could the whole 
heathen world have bad the tradition of the Divine Deliverer, the Virgin-born, or the 
Son of the Supreme by a human mother? The sign Virgo has thus from the most 
remote antiquity witnessed to the miraculous birth as well as to the mission of the 
seed of the woman who should come "to make an offering for sin 2," and "to bring in 
everlasting righteousness." 

NOTE. 

South' I Sermon on the Lineal Deacent of Jeaus of Nazareth. 

"The royal line of David by Solomon being extinct in Jeconiah, the crown and 
kingdom passed into the immediately younger line of Nathan (another son of David) in 
Salathiel and Zorobabcl, which Zorobabel having two sons, Abiud and Rhesa, the 
royal dignity descended of right upon the line of Abiud, of which Joseph was the 
last, who marrying the Virgin Mary, which sprung from the line of Rhesa, the 
younger son of Zorobabel, and withal having no issue himself, his right passes into the 
line of Mary, being the next of kin, and by that means upon Jesus her son, whereupon 
He was both naturally the Son of David, and legally the King of the Jews, which 
latter is accounted to us by St. Matthew, as the former is by St. Luke, who delivers 

' Numb. xxi. 8. 
> As figured in the accompanying constellation of the ~oentsur piercing the victim, and the 

following sign Libra. 
0 2 
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down the pedigree of Mary, the mother of Jesus and daughter of Heli, though Joseph 
her husband stands there named, according to the known way of the Jews computing 
their genealogies." (Vol. iU. 277.) 

Dr. South thus shows that Joseph was the only surviving heir of the elder royal line 
of the house of David, through Abiud, the elder son of Zorobabel. He says, "From 
thence there arises this unanswerable argument, both against the opinion of those who 
affirm Joseph to have had children by a former wife, as also against that old heresy of 
Helvidius I, who against the general and constant sense of the Church denied the 
perpetual ,·irginity of Mary, affirming that Joseph had other children by her, after the 
birth of Jesus." 

NOTE ON LUKE. 

Gill says on Luke iii., "This is the genealogy of Mary, the daughter of Heli. The 
mother's family was not mentioned in the genealogies of the Jews." 

Dr. Clarke is of the same opinion: "Jesus, aon of Mary, reunited in Himself all the 
blood, privileges, and rights of the family of David, in consequence of which He is 
emphatically called 'the Son of David.' His lineal descent from David was not 
even by His enemies disputed." "The opinion of Julius Africanus preserved by 
Eusebius (Hist. Eccles.) was this: Jacob and Heli were brethren by the mother, so that 
Joseph and Mary were cousins; but according to Jewish usage Joseph was reckoned 
the heir of Heli. Africanus said he received his account from the relatives of our 
Lord." "When a family ended with a daughter, the Jews inserted her husband in the 
genealogy." (Clarke's Com.) 

Matthew speaks of literal sons, Luke of heirs. 

NOTE ON VIRGIN-BORN. 

A French Protestant writer says, "Among the Gauls 100 years B.c. an altar was 
found with the inscription "To the virgin who is to bring forth.'' 

Univ. Hist.-" The Taurians had human sacrifices to a virgin," the Diana of 
Euripides, Iphig. in Taur. 

"It was said in the sacred books of the Chinese that a virgin should bring forth a 
son to the west of China." If, as Dupuis infers, the dogma was invented from the con­
stellation, why was such an interpretation put upon the figure of a woman suckling an 
infant, by all mythology said to be virgin-born? how but by tradition of the prophecy? 
He has well shown that the mythologies of the Gentiles corresponded with the names 
and figures of the stars and constellations, but not why they were so named and figured. 

The V en. Be de, " in libro temporibus," says that" Easter, to whom the Saxons sacri­
ficed, was Astarte." The name of this Saxon goddess is sometimes written Eostre, the 
starry, the bright, as Astarte, from the Hebrew and Arabic root found in Zoharah, the 
evening star. At Easter, so named from the Saxon festival, the stars of Virgo are 
bright in the evening sky. 

Hyde, de Rei. Pers., quotes from Abulfaragius, that Zeradusht (or Zoroaster) taught 
the Persians that in the latter times a virgin should bring forth a son, and that when he 
should be born a star should appear, and should shine and be conspicuous in the midst 
of the figure of the virgin. It 1s then said that be commanded his disciples, the Magi, 
when they should see the star, that they should go forth where it directed them, and 
offer gifts to him that should be born. 

Krishna, an Indian incarnation of the Divinity, is said in a Sanscrit dictionary com­
piled two thousand years ago, consequently before the birth of Christ, to have been 
born of a woman. He is frequently figured as wrestling with a serpent while it bites 
him in the heel, also sometimes triumphant, with his foot crushing its bead. He is also 
said to have slain in his boyhood the serpent Caliya. Thus is proved the wide diffusion 
of the prophecy, that a Divine person, conflicting with and conquering the serpent, 
should be born of a woman, without a human father. 

1 Helvidius was the disciple of Auxentius, an Arian bishop in the East, excommunicated 
A.D. 368. 
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ANCIENT ARABIAN AND PERSIAN TRADITIONS. 

SnEll: Sadi, the author of the celebrated Gulistan, says, " God gave to Adam the robe of 
honorary purity, to Edris (Enoch) pre-eminence in teaching, a victorious soul to Noah ; he hung 
the toolsan of dignity from the head of Hud 1 ; he girded Abraham, the friend of God, with the 
sword-belt of attachment ; he wrote the diploma of sovereignty in thtl name of Ismael ; put the 
seal of royalty on the finger of Solomon, the shoe of intimacy on the foot of Moses, the turban 
of pre-eminence on the head of Jesus." Sadi lived more than a hundred years, dying in 1296. 
He spent thirty years in study, thirty in travel, thirty in devotion and retirement. 

This great poet's constant aim seems to have been the inculcation of true wisdom; for 
example, the following fable. " Young man, attach not thy heart to this world or its creatures, 
but to God, who is the supreme good. No son of Adam had a longer life than the sage Lokman. 
When the angel of death came to him, he found him weaving a basket in an osier-ground. He 
asked, ' 0 wise Lokman, why didst thou never build thyself a house?' 'Azrael,' replied the 
sage, ' he must be a fool who would do so while thou wert pursuing him.' " 

The great Persian poet Ferdusi, who was born in the year 916, studied the works of the 
Guebres, or fire-worshippers, whose lawgiver Zerdusht, or Zoroaster 1, was by some supposed 
to be the prophet Daniel, or at least to have been one of his disciples. From Ferdusi's 
chief work, the Shah-nameh, or hero.book of Iran, a history in verse, collected from the 
ancient chronicles of Persia, this passage is given. "At this time," the reign of Gushtasp, 
or Darius Hystaspes, "spraug up in Iran a tree, of which the leaves were counsel, and the 
fruit was wisdom. An old man appeared on the earth, in his hand the staff of Aud (the 
same as Hud), and blessed was his footstep. His name was Zerdusht, and his arm smote the 
ill-working Ariman. To the shah of the world he spake thus : ' I am a messenger of heaven, 
and will show thee the way of the Lord. In Paradise I have kindled my fire-offering, and 
the Creator said to me, Take this flame with thee : behold the heaven above and the world 

1 Hud, said to be an antediluvian prophet, is supposed to be Enoch. The name means 
dignified, glorious, happy. His history, mingled with fables, may be found in the Koran. By 
other authorities he has been supposed to be Eber or Heber, Gen. xi. 15. 

2 Syro-Egyptian Society, Feb. 8,1853. Dr. Camps on the ZendAvesta :-"According to the 
Dabistan, Zerdusht, or Zoroaster, appeared as a religious reformer in the reign of Gushtasp V., 
by most historians ancient and modem identified with Darius Hystaspes. This makes him 
cotemporary with Haggai and Zechariah, and a few years later than Ezekiel and Daniel.'' 

It was said by the translator of the Zend Avesta, M. Anquetil Du Perron, that the Zend was 
the old language of Media, and that the books preserved in that very ancient language were the 
genuine works of Zerdusht, or Zoroaster, and written in the fifth or sixth century before Christ.. 
So the learned Professor Rask. 

Dr. Camps asserted his conviction that " Zerdusht, or Zoroaster, had earned for himself a fair 
and just title to the name and character of a reformer and philosopher.'' (Athen~eum, No. 1322.) 

Was not Zoroaster merely an epithet, Zerdusht the name? Zoroaster would be the bright, 
glorious, or splendid stranger, and therefore might be applied to more than one eminent 
personage. Zoroaster is said to have taught the future incarnation of the Deity, a general resur­
rection, and the destruction of the wol'ld by fire. 
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beneath; I produced them without water and without earth. See man, whom I have made, 
and know that no one is like me, who am the preserver of all. Now that thou knowest 
all this to have come from me, honour me as the Creator of all. From him who speaketh 
with thee receive faith, and teach his ways and his laws, as the great Architect teaches 
thee. Choose wisdom, use all things earthly as trifling; and learn that faith is the true life, 
and without it majesty is worthless.' Gushtasp and Serir 1 listened to his words, also Zohrasp at 
Balk. The great and wise of all places came to the shah to seek conversion, the idol-worship 
was suppressed, and the worship of fire founded in its stead. The fire-temple at Bersin was 
erected, and worship and holy rites were there estsblished. A holy cypress of Paradise he 
planted before the door of the fire-temple ; and it was written on its high-sprouting branches 
how Gushtasp had declared for the true faith, and placed this tree in testimony that his soul was 
growing up in the right way.'' 

In the sixth chapter of Ezra, Darius acknowledges "the true faith," ordering sacrifices to be 
offered to the God of heaven, and prayers to be made for the life of the king and of his sons. 
Confucius lived about the same time, and may have been one of " the great and wise who came 
to seek conversion" from the instructions of Zerdusht, whose words, as given by Ferdusi, retain 
a strong resemblance to the Hebrew prophets, especially to those prophecies of Isaiah relating to 
Cyrus, which it seems probable the prophet Daniel would expound to those princes, Cyrus and 
Darius, whose prime minister he was. (See Dan. vi. 28.) In the Zend Avests, ascribed to 
Zoroaster, it is asserted that the ancient Persians divided the zodiac into twelve constellations 
with names corresponding to those now in use ; they had also a divisiO'n corresponding to the 
Jl)ansions of the moon. 

NOTE ON ZOROASTER. 

Hyde De Vet. Rel. Pers., quoting from Abulfaragius, says that Zoroaster the Persian, in the 
time of Daniel the prophet, predicted to the Magi, or Astrologers of Persia, the future appearance 
of a star which would notify the birth of a mysterious child, the Almighty Word which created the 
heavens, whom He commands them to adore. " It is elsewhere said that Zoroaster predicted that 
this star should appear in the figure of a virgin," the Virgin, for the Arabic in which Abnlfaragius 
wrote bas no indefinite article. It has been by some supposed that the Zend Avesta, the books 
of Zoroaster here referred to, have been interpolated since his time; yet as these interpolations 
are confessedly very ancient, should this mention of the place where the star was to appear be 
supposed to be one of them, it would nevertheless tend to show that in the figure of the Virgin it 
did appear, supposing the interpolation to be subsequent to the event. 

The great Arabian astronomer, Albumazar, in describing the signs and their decans, speaks of 
Virgo as having two parts and three forms, but does not specify what they were. He only goes 
on to say that " in the first decan, as the Persians and Egyptians, the two Hermes, and Ascalius 
and the first ages teach, a young maiden arose, whose Arabic name is Adrenedefa, a pure and 
immaculate virgin, holding in her band two ears of com, and seated on a throne, nevertheless 
nourishing an infant, who bas a name in Hebrew, Thesus, signifying to save, which we in Greek 
call Christ, who rises with that Virgin and sits upon the same throne. If the seed, the ear of 
corn, was the original emblem of the sign, the woman and the infant may well have been the 
first decan. Their figures are now to be seen in the Egyptian planispbere, under that of the 
woman carrying the ear of corn, as Virgo. Koma, in Hebrew, com in the ear, might be the 
original name in Coma, and marking the bead of the Infant, the Desired. The very ancient 
name Awa, the Desired, seems to refer to it as the Desired, but several of the others, as the ear 
of corn, the seed, the desired seed of the woman. 

Gaffarelli says, " of all the pictures of the signs on the Arabian sphere that of the Virgin is the 
most wonderful.'' The Arabs call Virgo and the infant the mother of Christ and her son. 

Dupuis says, " In the Bibliotheque Nationale there is an Arabian MS. which contains the 
Twelve Signs, with an infant by the side of Virgo.'' 

In a criticism on the Dabistan, it is observed, " the ancient Persian religion," probably refer-
• ring to the early Sabian, "was founded on transcendental notions of the Deity, rather acknow­

ledging the influence of, than worshipping the stars," " then the seven planets as mediators.'' 
To this ancient creed Zoroaster added the belief in an evil principle, and in the promise of an 
incarnation of the Deity, be also foretold the destruction of the world by fire, and a general 

1 Serir, Cyrus. 
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resurrection. These doctrines the second Zoroaster would hear from the prophet Daniel, while 
the first of the name, said to be cotemporary with Nimrod, would know them by immediate 
tradition from Noah, Dan. vii. and xii. 

From what genuine remains we have of Zoroaster in the Greek are taken these, the very words 
of Zoroaster himself: " God is the first of all things, incorruptible, eternal, unmade, without 
parts, unlike. any other being, perfect, wise." Univ. Hist. 

Anquetil du Perron gives these words also as of Zoroaster : " Man shall one day be delivered 
from death ; the resurrection of the body must be preceded by the converaion of the whole world 
to the faith of Zoroaster." 

When Zoroaster is interpreted as saying, "God has the head of a hawk," he probably alluded 
to the eagle face of the cherubic images, and perhaps to the perversion of them which gave rise 
to the Oriental idol Nisroch, whose figure of a man with an eagle's head so often occurs in the 
Assyrian sculptures. 

" The Magi among the ancient Persians held a good and an evil principle : the good they 
called Yezdan, or Ormusd, the Creator, the Eternal; the evil they called Ahriman." (Univ. 
Hiat.) If these names are explained, according to the principles of Rawlinson, &c., from 
Oriental roots, Y ez-dan is Y ez, or Y eza, who causes to come forth, as in Gen. i. 12 ; Dan, the 
Lord, as in Ps. ex. 11. Ormusd, Or, light, as in Ps. civ. 2, &c.; and Masda, the shedder of 
blessings, as a form of Shaddai, the name by which God revealed Himself to Jacob, Gen. 
xuv. II, otherwise rendered Almighty. Ormusd was therefore the pourer-forth of light. 
Ahriman, from Abram, to be subtile, the epithet of the serpent that tempted Eve, the evil one 
in Gen. iii. 1. The names would accompany the tradition from Noah downwards, as would also 
the anneution of the truths of religion to the starry emblems, too soon perverted in Sabian 
worship, as afterwards to idolatry. 

Trench, in the Hulsean Lectures, speaks of the ancient Persian religion as the noblest and 
least corrupted of those of the ancient world. 

The ancient Arabs very early corrupted their ancestral astronomy into Sabaism, the worship of 
the host of heaven, The Hamayarites chiefly worshipped the Sun; the tribe Misam, AI Debaran, 
Tai, Soheil, or Canopus : it was said to bring happiness to all on whom it shone, probably from 
its name, the Desired. Mahomet's grandfather is said to have tried to persuade the Korish to 
leave their images and worship the star Sirius, adored by the tribe Kais. Some tribes worshipped 
AI Moshtari, the planet Jupiter; others, as Asad, worshipped Otared, or Mercury. The Arabs 
had seven celebrated temples dedicated to the seven planets. One in the chief city of Yemen to 
AI Zobarah, the planet Venus ; the temple of Mecca, where Mahomet destroyed 365 idols in one 
day, was said to be dedicated to Saturn. These idols may have been one for each day in the 
year, from stars rising on those days. They however continued to acknowledge One Supreme 
God, Allah Ta8la, God Most High. They professed to worship in the stars, not the orbs, but 
angelic intelligences governing them, mediating between God and man. They attributed their 
religion to Noah, from whom, no doubt, they had the astronomical foundation of it. (Univ. 
Hist.) 
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THE STAR OF BETHLEHEM. 

ABOUT 125 B.c. a star so bright as to be visible in the daytime suddenly appeared; and this, It 
is said, induced Hipparcbus to draw up his catalogue of stars, the earliest on record, which is 
supposed to be transmitted to us by Ptolemy. 

Other stars have in like manner appeared and disappeared. Was that mentioned as being in 
Coma, the head of the infant accompanying Virgo, in the time of Ptolemy, and afterwards 
gradually disappearing, indeed the star which led the Magi to Bethlehem ? Its peculiarity would 
be, that 1400 years before 1, its place over the very centre of the future possessions of the de­
scendants of Jacob had been predicted. The prediction of Balaam was double, and doubly ful­
filled: that Messiah, the qrigbt and morning Star, should come out of Jacob, from Jacob's pos­
terity; and also that a literal star should come forth at or over the land of Jacob's inheritance, 
to announce as arrived the-time of that greater coming, the first appe&rance of the Desire of all 
nations. 

It is said in the Zend Avesta, that Zoroaster, who taught astronomy to the Persian Magi, bad 
told them, when they should see a star appear in the figure of the virgin, they should go and 
worship the Great One, whose birth it announced. That they did so we know from the 
inspired Word. If Zoroaster were, as is supposed, the disciple of Daniel, be would be acquainted 
with Daniel's prophecy of the seventy weeks of years, which it appears fixed the time of the 
Messiah's ministry : be would know that at thirty years of age that ministry must be entered on. 
If he were acquainted with the traditions of antediluvian astronomy, be might know if the now 
invisible star in Coma was one of those which have appeared and disappeared from time to time, 
and he might have a record of its period. It bas now been invisible some 1700 years : did it 
shine on Abraham when the Lord bade him look toward heaven, and said, " So shall thy seed 
be?" Had it shone on Seth and Enoch, when " the family" of Seth, dividing and naming 
the stars, had cslled this constellation "the bead of the Desired," the promised seed of the 
woman ? An awful question arises : if so, will it shine again ? Will it be connec~ with the 
sign of the Son of Man, announcing His second coming? We must not inquire when : the 
times and the seasons are not for us to know. 

The bright star which appeared between Cepheus and Cassiopeia in the years 946, 1264, and 
1672, the last time being observed by Tycho, the great Danish astronomer, is considered to have 
probably been the same star at its periodical return of about three hundred years. That which 
appeared in 1604, in the constellation Ophiucbus, was observed by Kepler. He even conjectured 
that it might have been the star of Bethlehem ; but it was not verticsl over Jerusalem and 
Bethlehem, which the star in Coma was. The star of Kepler was near the ecliptic, being just 
over the planets Jupiter and Saturn, then in conjunction. The star of prophecy was to appear 
out of, Ql1tr, or with t Jacob. The Magi knew it, and came to the metropolis of the inheritance 

1 Num. xxiv. See Hyde de Vet. Rei. Pera., Bp. Horsley on the Prophecies of the Messiah, 
Gill's Commentary, Smyth's Celestial Cycle, Trench on the Star of the Wise Men, &<:. 

2 The preposition or prepository letter (o) is rendered "at" in Gen. iii. 24 ; "at" or over 
the east of Eden. 
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of Israel to seek "the King of the Jews." Once in every twenty-foOl' hoD1'8 it was vertical over 
that spot; and the Magi knew at that hoW' it might appear to go before them, and " stand " 
over the place where the yonng child was. In the midnight of the winter solstice, at the time 
of the birth of Christ, the sign Virgo arose 1• As the season advanced, it would be on the 
meridian at that time, and the star in Coma would be vertical, apparently standing over the 
predicted spot long enough to mark it dDl'ing their visit of homage. As the fugitives from trans• 
atlantic bondage follow the north star without map or gnide, and reach the shore of freedom, so 
the Magi might follow the predicted star by obsening its position at midnight : when it became 
vertical '• stood as it were over Jerusalem, they stopped. The slight difference in position 
between Jerusalem and Bethlehem 3 they are aaid by an Oriental tradition to have recognized by 
beholding the refiection of the star in a well '. By the refiection of the sun in the well of Syene 
it is known the line of the tropic was determined, and by its declension the lapse of years since 
the well was dug. Was this the well of which David retained such a loving remembrance, of 
which he longed to drink? The Scripture, however, aays nothing for or against this possibility. 

From the very ancient book of Job it is seen that the light of early revelation still ehone 
clearly in the land of Idumea; for not only the great patriarch and prophet • himself, but his 
three friends partook of it. In the neighbouring lands of Moab and Midian that primeval light 
was not yet wholly obscured, though idolatry had perverted the daughters of Moab. Balaam evi­
dently knew and believed the immortality of the sow, and the blessednees of the righteous after 
the death of the body. The light so vivid in the time of Job still shone on him; and however 
unworthy the recipient, through the prophecy he was employed to utter its rays descended on 
the long current of ages, even to the time of the Magi, and brought to the feet of the infant 
Saviour those firstfruits of the Gentile world. Balaam needed not to announce His coming ; all 
antiquity was looking for " the Desire of nations," the promised ·8eed of the woman, the con. 
queror of the serpent, as foreshown by the constellations and the prophecy they figured : but he 
announced that the time and place of His manifestation should be declared by the arising of 
another star at the time of His birth, and over the locality of His futDl'e kingdom. Seth is aaid 
to have previously given forth the aame prediction. Whether a new creation or the return of a 
periodical star, its time, as now that of comets, being calculated by those wonderful first 
astronomers, only Divine WISdom could foretell as was foretold that at ita appearance He should 
be bom, the ~pected Measiah, "the King of the Jews." 

1 " It is a fact independent of all hypotheses, that at the precise hour of midnight on the 25th 
of December, in the ages when Christianity apJ.!eared, the celestial sign which mounted on the 
horizon was the virgin of the constellations." (Dupuis, Orig. des Cwtes.) 

2 The Magi, forewarned that the star must appear" over Jacob," over his inheritance, would 
see that the star in Coma passed over the centre of that inheritance : but as it would also appear 
to pass as vertically over every part of it that was nearly in the latitude of Jerusalem, they could 
not at once fix on the spot of the Messiah's birth, therefore they went to inquire; the latitude, 
as it were, being given by the star, the longitude by the prophecy. 

3 " Bethlehem indeed became that which its name had promised from the first, ' the house of 
bread,' even 'the living bread which came down from heaven ;' and ' Epbratab ' was truly the 
fruit-bearing field." " We have too many of these significant names to have the right to anppose 
them merely accidental." (R. C. Trench, Star of the Wise Men.) 

Trench speaks of this star as shining in "calm and silent splendour, a star, as we may well 
believe, larger, lovelier and brighter than any of the host of heaven." He adds, "We have 
many allusions,'' in ancient Christian writers, " to the surpassing brightness of this star;" and he 
quotes from Ignatius, " At the appearance of the Lord a star shone forth brighter than all the 
other stars." Ignatius may have so beard from those who had seen it. 

From Prudentius it is also quoted, that not even the star of morning was so fair. 1 
Trench adds, " This star, I conceive, as so many ancients aud modems have done, to have 

been a new star in the heavens." 
• They came to a well associated with a beautiful tradition. It is that the Magi, who bad lost 

the guidance of the star, aat down beside this well to refresh themselves, when one of them aaw 
the refiection of the star in the clear water of the well. He cried alond to his companions, and 
"when they saw the star they rejoiced with exceding joy." (Sco&clt Mission.) 

~ Lee's Job. 
p 
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The star that shone over Bethlehem in splendid reality bad illuminated in prediction and in 
tradition the whole ancient world. A star is the symbol of divinity in the newly discovered 
Assyrian remains, as it has long been known to be in the mythology of Egypt 1, Greece, and 
Rome. 

Prophecy is the greatest of all miracles, an immortal, an everlasting miracle, a sign for all ages 
and all nations, given with the first revelation to the first of men, and with continually brighten­
ing and increasing evidence formed to close around the last, 

NOTES. 

Gill, on Balaam :-A star shall ,,, walk its course from Jacob, or above or over the land of 
Israel. . 

"Magi was a Persian word, but the Hebrew root Gehe, high, of dignity, explains it. 'Wise 
concerning God,' is said of them by Porphyry: by Xenophon they were said to be appointed by 
Cyrus to sing hymns, and sacrifice at the dawn of day. Zerdusht, or Zoroaster, the author of 
the sect of the Magi, or wise men, and who appears to be a Jew by birth, and to be acquainted 
with the Old Testament, spoke of the birth of Christ to his followers, and told them when He 
should be hom a star should appear and be seen in the day, and ordered them to go where that 
directed, and offer gifts and worship Him." Also " the prophecy of Balsam was known to 
them." Gill refers to Abulfaragius. Hyde quotes the same from Abulfaragius. 

"It is said" (see Wolf. Bib. Heb. p. 1156) "that Seth the son of Adam gave out a prophecy 
that a star should appear at the birth of the Messiah." " Some have thought that Virgil, 
(Eel. i.J:. 47) speaks of this star, as ' C~esaris astrum.' There is a star so called often on antique 
gems, &c., of Julius C~esar. That which Pliny mentions (Nat. Hist. lib. ti. c. 25) be calls a 
comet, and describes as dazzlingly bright, with a silver beard.'' "The Jews still expect a star 
to herald Messiah." "The Jews in an ancient book of theirs (Zohar) say more than once that 
' when Messiah shall be revealed, a bright and shining star shall arise in the East.' " (Gill's 
Commentary.) "The Jews still expect a star to be seen at the coming of the Messiah.'' (Alford.) 

Suetonius and Tacitus both mention an old and constant opinion prevailing in the East, 
that at this time Judea should prevail. Tacitus adds, that it was contained in ancient and sacred 
books. (Alford.) 

Bloomfield's Greek Test. on Mat. ii. :-"We cannot doubt that the Magi were acquainted with 
the Hebrew prophecies.'' Benson, on the Chronology of the Life of Christ, would place the visit 
of the Magi about February 13, J.P. 4710. 

Trench thinks their joumey took about three months. Their doctrines are said to have been 
derived from Abraham, to have become corrupted, and to have been again purified by Zoroaster, 
who derived his evident knowledge of the Hebrew Scriptures from Daniel. 

Ancient writers call the star ' exceedingly brilliant.' 
Alford thinks " The narration does not imply any thing miraculous in the appearance of the 

star, but something in the course of nature.'' (If so, the miracle is in its being predicted.) He 
says, " A remarkable conjunction of the planets of our system took place a short time before the 
birth of our Lord, in the year of Rome 747.'' He then enumerates three conjunctions of 
Jupiter and Satum in that year : "at the two latter, in October and November, the two planets 
were seen so close as to appear but as one star.'' But there was no prediction of these conjunc­
tions; and such have taken place before and after, as, for instance, the far more remarkable one 
from whence the Chinese annals were reckoned 2 • Such conjunctions have been much spoken of 
by astrologers, but no great events seem to have been marked by them ; and unless prophesied 
of, as was the star of Bethlehem, they could not have signified the birth of the King of the Jews. 
One such in 1463 was by Abarbanel the Jew supposed to announce the coming birth of the 
Messiah. Kepler, however, says that while the conjunction of Jupiter and Satum took place 
in the year of Rome 747, yet in 748 another one happened of Jupiter, Saturn, and Mars, so 
weakening the argument ; for if one announced the birth of Christ, the other did not. 

"That the Jews understood this prophecy of Ba1aam to refer to the Christ they gave fearful 
witness. The false Christ who under Adrian took up arms for the last terrible struggle with 
Rome gave himself out as the Messiah whom Balaam had foretold, and assumed the name 
of Barcbocab, or the son of the star." (R. C. Trench.) 

t "Among the Egyptians a star was said to be the symbol of the Divine Being.'' (Adam 
Clarke.) · 

2 A conjunction of Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, and Venus with alao the moon took place 2012, and 
was observed and recorded in China. (Martini, Hist. Sini.) 
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THE SOUTHERN FISH, 

IN AQUARIUS. 

IN the Greek word IX9Yl:, lchthus, has been found an anagram of" Jesus Christ, 
Son of God, Saviour." It is well to see Christ wherever we can ; but it is best to see 
Him where Scripture points Him out. No where in Scripture is He typified by a fish; 
but He Himself applies the symbol to those who should believe, being, as it were, 
caught by the Gospel net: so, when in calling Peter and John He says, "1 will make 
you fishers of men," and again, in Matt. xiii. 47, the net of the Gospel encloses good 
and bad fishes, in neither place can the figure possibly apply to Himself, but well 
typifies His Church. 

In the Old Testament must primarily be sought the intention of the emblems of the 
constellations. There we find that to Adam was given dominion over the fishes of the 
sea, as to the second Adam over the inhabitants of the earth. In Ezek. xlvii. 9, 10, 
the type is unquestioned; the fish are the converts to the Gospel. Habakkuk also 
speaks of " men as the fishes of the sea." 

Ichthua may well be derived from Chayith, the name used for marine creatures in 
Ps. civ. 25. In the Southern Fish, in the name Fom al Haut, there is the same root, as 
also in the Arabic name AI Haut, or Hut, the fishes of Pisces. These r.re in Hebrew 
called Dagim, from multitudes of offspring, a meaning equally applicable to the symbol 
and to the Church as described in Isa. lx. and in Rev. vii. 9, &c., which it symbolizes. 

The ~sh, then, "bringing forth abundantly" typifies the visible Church; the woman, 
the invisible, the true, the spiritual Church. The fishes "pass through the paths of the 
sea," as the Church through the water of baptism. The Church drinks in the in­
fluences of the Holy Spirit, as the fish of Aquarius the water poured into its mouth. 
The literal fish does not drink : this figure is therefore wholly typical, but surely of the 
recipients, not of the Giver of the water of life. 

In the days of persecution the early Christians frequently made themselves known to 
each other by the fish engraven on their rings, signifying that they were baptized 
believers. It was also sometimes sculptured on their tombs, as is to be seen in the 
catacombs. So the beautiful token of their faith, the passion-flower, was worn by them 
for the same purpose, as representing the "instruments of cruelty," the crown of 
thorns, the nails, the cross itself: but they neither worshipped the flower nor the fish, 
nor with any "likenesses" of them hazarded the infringement of the second command­
ment. With them the fish was a symbol, but never was perverted to an idol, though 
in the fish-god Dagon the progressive corruption of the emblems of the constellations, 
first to Sabaism, and then to idolatry, has long been recognized. Dagon is now 
believed by Layard to have been one of the great gods of Assyria. It appears to have 
been a combination of the human form in Aquarius with the fish beneath 1• 

1 Kwanghi, the goddess of mercy, is in China represented as riding on a fish. (Bingham's 
China.) She is called the Queen of Heaven, and has an infant in her arms. (Fortune's China). 

In the Mexican zodiac, a figure crowned with the sun, between a fish and a quadruped, is 
said to represent the first winter solstice ; probably the southern fish in Aquarius and the kid in 
Capricorn us. 

p 2 
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THE HEBREW ALPHABET, 

AS CONNECTED WITH THE CONSTELLATIONS. 

" A FBW ideas difi'erently combined form all the objects of sense, as the letters of the 
alphabet form words."-Berkeley, Principles of Human Knowledge. 

"Names are pictures of things, each letter having some resemblance to the thing named."­
Plato in Cratylus. 

The words given as names to the Hebrew alphabet may furnish examples, each letter COD· 

tributing an idflll, and the name thus defining the object. 

Reference lo 

NOUN, VERB, tezt1 wher• 
Conllellationl. the root u 10 

Name of theftgure oflhe Letter. Of the action e:rpre11ed. Ultd. 

Taurus, N Aleph, Bull, Ps. 8. 7 • . To Lead Gen. 35. 15 • 

G<!mini, .J Beth House, Gen. 7. 1. . 
" 

Contain . . Gen. 2.1. 
Cancer, .l Gimel, Camel, Gen. 24. 11 " 

Recompense . . Isa. 35. *· 
Leo' 

, Daleth, Door, Gen. 19. 6 . " Lift Amos 6. 3 

Virgo, il He, Being, Gen. l. 28 " Be. Ex. 3. 14. 

Libra, , Vau, Hook, Ex. 27.10 
" 

Join Ex. 27. 10. 
Scorpio, f Zain, Armour, 1 Kgs. 22. 38 • , Encompass 1 Kgs.22.38. 
Sagittarius, " Cheth, Animal, Gen. J. so " Live Gen. 3. 20. 
Capricorn us, 1'0 Teth, Slain Victim, Isa. 53. 7 

" 
Sink down Ps. 9. 16. 

Aquarius, ' Yod, Hand putforth, Ex. 7. 19 
" 

Send out (Arab.) . Obad. u. 
Pisces, :I Caph, Hand grasping, Ex. 4. * " 

Hold . Ex. 33. 23. 
Aries, ~ Lamed, Ox-goad, Judg. 3. 31 , Teach . Deut. 4. 5. 

Eridanus, the 0 Mem, Water, Gen. 7. 17 , Expand (Arab.), mul- Ezek. 7.JJ. 
river, tiply 

Southam Fish, .l Nun, Fish (Syriac) 
" 

Lengthen out . Ps. 72. 7. 
Band of Pisces, 0 Samech, Band holding up, Ps. " Sustain . Isa. 63. 5, 

71. 6 
Pleiades, l1 A yin, Eyes, Isa. 6. 5 " 

Be acted on . Ps. 66. 7. 
Ilyades, mouth e Pe, Mouth, Deut. 32. 1 

" 
Open . Lam. 3. 38. 

of Taurus, 
Orion, :!l Zaddi, Coming onwards, Ps. 68. 7 

" 
Advance. . Hab. 3. 12. 

Belt of Orion, i' Koph, Band girding, Isa. 3. 2• " Bind . Isa. 3 . 2•. 
Siriut, , Resh, Head, Ps. 110. 1 • , Originate, be first Ps. ll8. 23. 
Procyon, lU Shin, Tooth, Gen. 49. 12 

" 
Repeat, be second 1Kgs.l8.M. 

Southam Cross, n Thau, Boundary, Gen.49.26. 
" 

Bound, finish, limit • Ps. 78. 41. 

There seems no natural reason for the order in which the letters of the alphabet are placed. 
The order still generally prevalent appears to be derived from tbe Hebrew. If this order were 
taken from the previously existing arrangement of the prophetic types in the constellations, a 
reason is presented. The names of the Hebrew letters, it will be seen, agree in signification 
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with those of the constellations, of which names or descriptive epithets they are the initials I. 
Most of the Oriental alphabets are similarly arranged ; that the ancient Arabic was so may be 
seen from the numeral powers of the letters. The invention of letters is attributed to the family 
of Seth by ancient psh and Arabic writers 2, as well as of the emblems of the sphere. 

It is well known that the ancient Jews distinguished the Twelve Signs by the twelve first 
letters of their alphabet. They are said to have applied the remaining letters to other constella­
tions, probably to those which, as is shown above, agreed with them in meanings and initials. 
The ancient Persians also marked the Twelve Signs with the twelve first letters : as the modem 
Persians are said to do 2• The sixteen Runic characters are said to be named after constellations, 
and dedicated to divinities. 

NOTE ON RUNIC. 

The Runic character or Runes have sufficient resemblance to the Samaritan and other ancient 
Oriental alphabets to indicate that they were derived from a common original. Great antiquity is 
attributed to them. Mallet shows that they were used by northern poets long before the 
Christian Era. By these ancient authorities they were said to have been invented by Odin. Odin 
was a title of dignity, as Don in modem times; it was applied to the Supreme Deity from the 
earliest ages. It was assumed by Sigge, hero, conqueror, and bard; about 70 B.c. he introduced 
and used the Runes, and to him the invention is sometimes ascribed ; but Olaus Rudbeck 
believed them to have been communicated by Magog, son of Japheth, to Tuisco, the German 
chief, about A.lll. 1800. Mallet thinks the name Runes derived from an ancient Gothic word, to 
cut; but from their admitted antiquity and their use as tho vehicle of poetry, it is more 
probably from ranah or runah, Heb. and Arab, to sing, as in Job xuvili. 7. 

I " The constellations were formerly denoted by the Hebrew letters, beyond twenty·two to 
forty-four with two combined, after that, with three; and the letters were instead of animals.'' 
(Gsft'arelli.) 

2 References to these authorities may be found in Dr. Gill's Commentary on the Scriptures. 
These meanings of the names of the letters generally agree with those in Gaft'arelli, Curios. Lit., 
who refers to Reuchlin and Bellarmine, also to Rab. Kapol, mentioned by Southey as having written 
on the "Astral Alphabet," and said by Gaft'arelli to have been the greatest Jewish astronomer. 
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• 

ON THE ANTIQUITY OF THE SQUARE CHARACTER 

OF THE HEBREW. 

IT is acknowledged that the Jews brought this beautiful character back with them from 
the Babylonish captivity, previous to which they seemed, during the reigns of the 
Kings of Judah, to have used, on their coins at least, a character more nearly 
resembling the Samaritan. In the remains of the Babylonish empire, in which science 
and art were cultivated from the earliest period of its settlement, a very different 
character is now found and read, without any record of its origin other than the universal 
tradition that Seth was the inventor of alphabetic characters. From Seth, through 
Noah and Abraham, it seems very easy to trace their existence with the Hebrews, and 
among all the other children of Noah. In their migrations some tribes perverted, and 
many finally lost, this moat precious invention. The Hebrews even are said greatly to 
have deteriorated it ; whether before or after the time of Moses there appears no deci­
sive evidence; If the original character were used by Moses, if it were traced on the 
tables of the law, still it is possible that in the sacred books alone it remained in per­
fection; their ordinary character had perhap11 the same resemblance to it that the 
writing of the illiterate in this country may have to our printing type. 

Every where the first character preserves some attempt to represent the homed head 
of the Bull, the Leader, the Aleph, (the trace of whose name still remains to us in the 
name of the chief of beasts, the elephant,) though in the Samaritan and Western alpha­
bets it is inverted. The :p of the Hebrew, the 0 of many other languages, is still to 
be traced in the name of the eyes, and in the picture which the letter presents of the 
organ of sight, the Hebrew representing both eyes, most other alphabets only one, 
either full as 0 in the Jewish coins, or in profile, as in the Samaritan. The Syriac and 
modem Arabie, being confessedly more recent inventions or adaptations, like our short­
hand, cannot be appealed to as any authority, though their Aleph may represent one 
hom, their 0 or Ayin, one eye, as does our European 0. In the square characters 
each is an abbreviated picture of the object from which it takes its name. The Rabbins 
have preserved the tradition that such was their intention. In the lapse of centuries, 
and the corruption of Hebrew learning into Talmudical fables, it is possible some slight 
change has taken place; they have, however, preserved the key that will unlock all; 
they refer to an Astral Alphabet, perverted indeed to the service of astrology, but point­
ing to the true origin of the Ancient Alphabet. In some cases, as in the Irish, the 
wandering tribe had apparently lost all but the tradition that the sounds of the human 
voice had once been designated by certain marks, and had, therefore, to re-invent them 
for themselves, and a weak invention we find they lighted on . In Irish it is said to be 
initial letters of the names of the trees of the country. The Ogham and the Runic, &c., 
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are imperfect substitutes for the original arrangement of the leading ideas of the 
human mind under the forms of visible objects embodying them, which we find in the 
ancient or Hebrew character. That those visible objects had previously been selected 
to express ideas of the same nature in the twelve signs of the Zodiac and ten other con­
stellations closely connected with them, will be seen in the preceding table I , 

The more nearly any alphabetic character approaches to the picture of the original 
objects from which the letters are named, the more ancient it should seem to be. If 
Seth be, as tradition has called him, the father ofletters, and the author of the square 
character, whether preserved by the Hebrews or the Chaldeans, its portraits of the 
things it names are easily to be accounted for. Adam had been divinely incited 
to name visible objects by names conveying the ideas those objects were fitted to 
convey, as may be seen by the ancient Hebrew names preserved in the early books of 
Scripture. 

If the Sinai tic inscriptions be coeval with the Exodus, they show that some letters 
resembling those of the square character were then used perhaps by that "mixed mul­
titude" who went up with Israel out of Egypt. Since the Babylonish arrow-headed or 
cuneiform character has been read, all idea of the Jews having learnt the square cha­
racter in Babylon may be given up. 

NOTE ON BABYLONIAN. 

Sir H. Rawlinson now says that even that character has been originally pictorial; this is not 
more difficult to imagine than that our modern English character was such, which neverthelesa 
may be shown to be the case. While the Hebrew letter Aleph, 11 was always held to represent 
the head of a Bull, in most languages the likeness is traceable ; the European A is tbe head and 
horns inverted. One of the Egyptian hieroglyphics read as A is the head of Apia, the Bull, with 
the globe between the horns. 

J The Beth of early alphabets seems to represent a booth ; in later onea, as our own, a two­
atoned house, B ; or it might be, a double-roofed one only. 

• 

Digitized by Coogle 



112 MEANINGS OF '!'HE HEBREW ALPHABET, (PART 

MEANINGS OF THE HEBREW ALPHABET, 

FROM ANCffiNT JEWISH AUTHORITIES. (GAFFAREr.LI, Cur. Lit.) 

Tuell UJhwe 
10 tutd. 

N Aleph, Significat ·viam, sive institutionem A way, or a beginning 1. Job 33. 33. 

.J. Beth, Denotat domum A house Job 1. IS. 
.l Gime1, Retributionem Retribution Gen.liO. 15. ., Daleth, Ostium • A door Gen. 19. 6 • 

il He, Demonstrationem Demonstration Gen. 47.23. , Van, Uncinum retortum A nail bent back • Ex. 26. 32. 

t Zain, Arm a Armour 1 Kg.22.as. 

Heth } n or Tetrorem ~ Terror Gen. 35. s. 
Cbeth 

tQ Teth, Declinationem Declination Ex. 16. •· , 
Jod, Confessionem landis Confession of praise Gen. 29.35. 

; Caph, Volam . Hollow hand Gen.40.n. 
Lamed, Doctrinam Doctrine Deut.4. 1. 

0 Mem, Aquas Water Gen. 1. 6. 

.l Nun, Filiationem Filiation Gen. 21. 23. 

D Samech, Oppositionem Opposition . Ezek. 24. 2. 

l1 A yin, Oculum An eye Num.14. H. 
!) Pe. Os A mouth Ex. 4.10. 
~ Tzaddi, Latera Sides • Gen. 6. 16. 

i' Koph, Circuitum A circuit Ps. 19. 6. ., Resh, Pllpertatem Poverty Prov. 10.15. 

TD Shin, Dentem A tooth. Ex. 21. 24. 

n Than, Signum • A sign Ezek. 9. 4. 

Somewhat of a symbolical and even a sacred character aeems given to the alphabet by the use 
made of the allusion to Alpha and Omega in the Apocalypse. Alpha is plainly the .\lepb of the 
original alphabet, as in the ancient Oriental alphabets, tilt! leader, chiif, jirlt, the beginning. 
The Omega of the Greeks supplied the place of Than, the last l~r of the ancient series, 
originally figured as a cross, like our modern T, t. The word Than means in those dialects a 
mark, as in Ezek. ix. 4; a boundary, 1111 in Gen. xliJ:. 26. By dropping the prefix Th, it gives 
the sound of Omega. The Arabic sense of the word Than is a mark in the form of a cross, with 
which the Arabs marked their animals. 

The first and last letters being thus used symbolically in Scripture, it seems probable that 
every intermediate letter bad some similar purport, agreeing with that of the constellation to which 
they belong. 

Faber says that some of the ancient Rabbins thought the present Hebrew character was the 

1 Aleph is translated " teach," as leading in the way. 
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original, called Assurith, " blelllled," because God wrote in it the tables of the law. The Jews 
could not have adopted it from the Chaldeans; for at Babylon, as in Assyria, the arrow-headed 
character appears to have been excluaively uaed. Some Arabic writers attribute the invention of 
the Hebrew cbaractef to Seth, as well as many of the ancient Jews. 

Plato (in Cratylua) seems to recognise the fact that each letter conveys an idea, as that L is the 
opposite of hardness, R a ruhlng on, motion, lllld tbat ; attenuates, also saying that "a name 
as wen as a painting is an imitation." 

In the Hebrew the mother-vowels lllld other aerviles give the ideas in moat frequent requisi­
tion. The abeenoe of the distinction between servile and radical confuaea Plato's argument 88 to 
the Greek. In Arabic the distinction is recognised, though apparently seldom mentioned in 
grammars. It is traceable, with few varistions; in all lllllgnagea, as in English I the vowels 
and the !etten L, lrl, N, S, T, Y are servilet. The ideas conveyed by the Hebrew aerrilee, 
when ll88d as serviles, may be thua exprelllled. Aleph origiMitt, Beth inclo~et, He it, Vaq 
ctmfleCit, Yod indit~idtuditu, Caph grtUp~, Lamed trMifltrt, pauu on; Mem addt, Utqrtaltl; 

Nun diminitllet; Shin pointe out whatfoliOtDt; Tbau bot~ndt, conjintlll. 
It is said by Alfred Jones on proper names: "The Jews considered Enoch as the inventor 

of letters, and that Noah had in the ark a book of' visions and prophecies' of Enoch." 
Names are not mere arbitrary combinations of letters. In the originallangnage they expressed 

the nature of their subject, an idea by each letter. The names recorded in the earliest chapters 
of Genesis prove that the first given names were intended to describe that to which they. were 
given. Cadmus is said to have brought sixteen letters from Phrenicia, probably Hebrew conso­
nants, omitting the Shin, ah, a sound unknown to Greece. To Cadmns, whose name means the 
man of the East, it is confessed Europe owes the alphabet. In the ancient Cufic, as in the 
modern Arabic, and in the Greek lllld Roman characters, some resemblance may be traced to the 
Hebrew and Samaritan. 

Silvestre de Secy places the existence of the Arabic alphabet now in use two hundred years 
earlier than the uaual date, about 326 of the Hegira. " The paasage from the Cufic to the Neshki 
seems not to have been sudden, and before the Cufic was a character resembling both." Foretflr 
infers that the Nethki or modern Arabie character, like the Hamayarite, belonged to a prior and 
primitive alphabet, and that selection, not invention, was the office of alphabet-makers of after 
times.-Forster's One Primitive Language. The Hamayarites are said to have had an alphabetic 
character as early u the time of Job. (Univ. Hilt.) 

Bonomi aays that Rawlinson is of opinion that " all the signa of Aasyrisn inscriptions had once a 
eyUabic value, as the names of the objects they represented, but to have been subsequently used, 
usually in the initial articulation, to express a mere portion of a syllable; also, that the Baby. 
lonisn and Assyrian languages are decidedly Semitic." (Bonomi's Nineveh.) 

Col. Mure considers the Greek alphabet 2 of Phrenician Semitic origin, as proved by the 
analogy of the fonr first letters with Aleph, Beth, Gimel, Daleth. (Ancient Greek · Language 
and Literature.) 

t Athe!Uieum, Auguat, 1856.-Mr. Nasmyth, speaking of a conne:xion between the Assyrian 
and English alphabets, Dr. Hiucks said it was established that A w88 the head of a bull and 
T a eroSB ; Rawlinson said the cuneiform character W88 a aeries of pictures. B was a house, and 
in the Hamite character represented by a square. Baraip, also Hamite, probably "weedy lake." 
May it not rather be Bars sippa, the tower of the" lip, the confusion of the lip, there taking 
place. Meat, what is eaten, is an instance of m being servile in English. 

' Forster's One Prim. Lang. says, "The Celtiberian alphabet resembles the Semitic." The 
alphabet of man, like his language and his religion, was originally one. 

Q 
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• 

THE SOUTHERN CROSS. 

Tsts remarkable constellation is said to suggest to every one the idea of a cross, 
particularly when in attaining the meridian its upper and lower star are perpendicularly 
on it. Though now no longer visible in .the north temperate zone, it was seen there 
from the time of Adam and Seth to that of the Christian era. It seems impossible 
that a constellation of such brilliancy and distinctness should have been omitted in 
the early arrangement of the emblems, though gradually declining in altitude from 
a considerable elevation, till the topmost star disappeared under the horizon of 
the latitude of Jerusalem, about the time of the awful sacrifice it prefigured. This 
fact, and this alone, reasonably accounts for the ancient tradition, that whenever the 
aouth polar constellation should be discovered, it would be found to be in the form 
of a cross 1• The ancient Persians celebrated a feast of the cross a few days before the 
sun entered Aries, when this constellation would be brilliant among the stars of night. 
Its disappearance may be thus briefly explained. Owing to the greater tllickness of 
the earth at the equator, that part of the earth comes every year a little sooner to what 
are called the equinoxes, the points where the ecliptic crosses the equator; consequently 
the north pole moves every year a little farther on in the circle it describes in the 
northern sky. Thus it has gradually receded from the Southern Cross. This move­
ment being known to be about SO" in a year, the place of the stars in ancient times can 
be ascertained by it 2• 

It is well known that the cross was a sacred emblem in the Egyptian mythology. The 
Arabians and Indiana also, before tbe coming of Christ, venerated this emblem. There 
ia in the British Museum a large silvery cross, taken from tbe mummy of an Egyptian 
priest. Sozomenes, A.D. 443, relates that "there was found in tl1e temple of Serapis 
the sign of the cross, surrounded by hieroglyphics, which meant the life to come." 
The last letter in the Hebrew alphabet, thau, was originally in the f'orm of a cross; and 
ita name means boundary, limit, finishing•, as of the Messiah's work, as when He said, 
" It is finished." 

When this constellation began to sink below the horizon in the north temperate zone, 
and ita form was no longer apparent, its memory seems there to have been lost, and its 
place among the decans to have been supplied by the division of some other emblem. 
Ptolemy 8Ubstituted the half-horse, to make up tbe number of the constellations to 
forty-eight: an injudicious contrivance still preserved on our globes. Others, by 
reckoning as separate constellatiods the Pleiades and Southern Crown, and making the 
number forty-nine or more, threw into confusion the original arrangement of three 
decans to each sign. • 

Dante, who was a great astronomer as well as poet, supposes himself at the antipodes 
of Jemaalem, and describes what be would bave certainly se·en there, these "four stars 
never beheld but by the early race of man." Humboldt conjectures he had seen them 
on Arabian globes: but at the time he wrote southern voyagers had brought the report 
of them, though as yet tlley had seen but four. 

I Dupuis, &c. I Humboldt's Cosmos, Herschel, &c. J As in Gen. xlix. 26. 
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" In the fourth century the Christian anchorites in the Tbebaid would see the Southern 
Cross at an altitude of 100." "It will again appear in the northern latitudes, but after 
the lapse of thousands of yean 1, " 

In a recent letter from Australia, a working man writes home with much admiration 
of the Sou them Cross, calling it " our constellation," " the constellation of Australia." 
May the omen be fulfilled ! 

Still, it should be borne in mind that even this emblem, so dear to the heart of the 
Christian, has been, like the brazen serpent of old, made an object of almost idolatrous 
veneration. That serpent must have been lifted up on a cross, no other form would 
support it, even aa our Lord Himself was lifted up, that whoso looketh on Him may 
live: but when the people offered incense to it, it must be broken, as Nehushtan '• a 
mere piece of brass. To this resplendent starry aymbol no desecrating honours appear 
to have been offered. Regarded as a memorial of our faith, it may be very precious to 
our expatriated brethren, and remind them that the cntcified Saviour will be present, 
according to His promise, where "two or three" of them are gathered together in His 
name, in those Australian wilds, as He has been to their northern ancestors from whose 
sky its splendoun have so long departed. 

From the calculations of modem astronomy we learn that the constellations of our 
sky, at least the principal ones, if we were transported to the nearest fixed star, would 
be seen in the same grouping as from the earth. This fact is peculiarly interesting as 
to the Southern Cross. May not the sacrifice offered on earth upon the cross extend to 
the universe of starry worlds? it should seem so from what St. Paul says, "Making 
peace through the blood of His cross, by Him to reconcile all things unto Himself, by 
Him, whether things in earth or things in heaven." 

NOTE I. 

"The cross was the symbol of worship of the highest antiquity in Egypt and Syria, 
said to signify the life to come. Champollion interprets it 1upport, or Saviour." " It is 
among the ruins of Palenque with a child held up to it in adoration." (Prescott's 
Mexico.) 

NOTE II. 

Kennicott thought that "ins~ruments of cruelty in their habitations" (Gen. xlix. 5) 
related lrophetically to the cross of Christ: the nails, the scourge, and spear might be 
include The cross occurs here as the third decan or accompanying constellation of 
Libra. On the breastplate of the high priest the name of Levi and the sign Libra 
appear to have been engraven on the same stone. In the third decan of Libra the 
Persians, according to Albumazer, had the name Arbedi, one sense of which is " to 
cover," as in Prov. xxx. 22. This might well be derived from the traditionary reve­
lation, that on the cross the charity, the love, the sacrifice of the Redeemer should 
COf)er a multitude of sins. The Southern Cross is immediately below the victim, the 
atoning sacrifice. 

NOTE III. 

Should any one wish to follow, on the modem celestial globe, the position assigned 
to this constellation in former ages, it will be necessary to reckon I ack the precession 
of the equinoxes to the time required, as altering the boundaries of the si~s, the 
position of the colures and of the pole of the earth. While the pole of the ecliptic, in 
reference to which the stan are divided, is fixed, the pole of the equator bas a motion 

I Humboldt. 
2 2 Kings xvili. 4. The author of the Apocryphal book of Wisdom says, "The pole, Num. 

:ui. 8, was a sign of salvation." 

Q2 
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in consequence of that of the equinoxes. About 6000 years since it would point to the 
brightest star in the tail of the dragon, which must be considered as the pole-star, in 
trying to rectify the globe for that time. This must be done for N. lat. 36° or there­
abouts, which the traces of ancient astronomy have been thought to indicate as that 
where the earliest observations were made. Such being the situation of the sources of 
the river Euphrates, this supposition agrees with what is said in Genesis ii. as to the 
original habitation of mankmd, the fountains at least of great rivera apparently not 
having been altered by the deluge. The Southern Cross will then be found to rise 
about t6 ° above the horizon when on the meridian; this altitude gradually lessening, 
its highest star will be seen to have disappeared from the latitude of Jerusalem about 
the time of the crucifixion of onr Lord. 

NOTE IV. 

"In conseq,uence of the precession of the equinoxes the starry heavens are continually 
changing their aspect from every portion of the earth's surface. The early races of 
mankind beheld in the North the glorious constellation of the Southern Hemisphere 
rise before them, which, after remaining long invisible, will again appear in these 
latitudes after the lapse of thousands of years. At Berlin, and in the nothern latitudes, 
the stars of the Southern Cross, as well as a and {3 Centauri, are receding more and 
more from view. The Southern Cross began to become invisible in 52° 301 north lati­
tude, 2900 years before our era. According to Galle it might previously have reached 
an altitude of more than 10° •••• I am indebted to the communications of my friend 
Dr. Galle, by whom Le Verrier's ~lanet was first discovered in the heavens, for all the 
calculations respecting the visibility of southern stars in northern latitudes." Hum­
boldt, Cosmos. 

" The constellation of the Southern Cross has acquired a peculiar character of import­
ance from the beginning of the sixteenth century, owing to the religious feelings of 
Christian navigators and missionaries who have visited the tropical and southern seas, 
and both the Indies. The four principal stars are mentioned in the Almagest, and were 
regarded in the time of Adrian and Antoninus Pius as parts of the constellation of the 
Centaur. At the time of Claudius Ptolemreus the beautiful star at the base of the 
Southern Cross had still an altitude of ~ t01 at its meridian passage at Alexandria, 
whilst in the present day it culminates there several degrees below the horizon . In 
order, at this time (t847), to see a Crucis at an altitude of 6° tO' it is necessary, taking 
the refraction into account, to be t0° south of Alexandria in the parallel of 2t0 43' north 
latitude. In the fourth century the Christian anchorites in the Thebaid desert might 
have seen the Cross at an altitude of t0°. Dante says in the celebrated passage in the 
Purgatorio :-

• lo mi valse a man destra, e posi mente 
All' a1tro polo, e vidi quattro etelle, 
Non viete mai fuor ch' alia prima gente.' 

And Amerigo Vespucci, who at the aspect of the starry skies of the South, first called 
to mind this passage on his third voyage, boasted that he now looked on the four 
etars never seen till then by any but the first human race." 

This constellation is mentioned by Christian missionaries and navigators as "a won­
clerful cross more glorious than all the constellations in the heavens." 

Acosta mentions that in the Spanish settlements of tropical America the :first settlers 
were accustomed, as is now done, to use the Southern Cross as a celestial clock, 
reckoning the hour from its vertical or inclined/osition. 

Humboldt says, "the Persian. Kaswini, an other Mahomedan astronomers took 
pains to discover crosses in the Dolphin and the Dragon." This has probably been to 
account for the feast of the Cross observed in ancient Persia. 

Humboldt says of the Divina Commedia, "The philosophical and religions mysticism 
which vivifies the grand composition of Dante assigns to all objects besides their real 
existence an ideal one, it seems almost as if we beheld two worlds reflected in one 
another." "The ideal world ie a free creation of the soul, the product of poetic 
inspiration ... 

Digitized by Coogle 



II.) THE SUN, MOON, AND EARTH. fl7 

ANCIENT NAMES OF THE SUN, MOON, AND EARTH, 
EXPLAINED FROM THEIR PRIMITIVE ROOTS. 

PropTiecitl, 
tc., corrl­
lfJOntJing will 
lh~ nnmt'l. 

Gen. 1.14. 1 
*Mal. 4. 2. J 

Rom.l5.sl_ 
Heb. 8.2.] 
Isa. 18. •·} 
Jer.31.ss. 

Acts26.13} 
1 Co. 15.41 

*Ps. 72. 5 ;} 
84. ll. 

*Ps. 19. •;} 
89. 36. 

Ps. 136. 8. 

1 Cor. l5.•J. 

*Deu.33.H} 
*Ps. 8. 3. 

Isa.60.19;} 
30. 26. 

Ps. 72. 7; 
104.10; 
89 37. 

Job 31. 26. 
Ps. 121. 6. 

*Gen. 1. 10. 
Gen.6.u,} 
13;18.18. 

Deut.32.22. 
Job 38 .• ,6. 

*Prov. 8. 31. 
Ps. 102. 25, 
Isa. 46. 2. 
Jer. 51. 15. 
Hoe. 2. 22. 
Hab. 2. 14. 
Matt. 5. 5. 
2 Pet. 3. 10. 
Rev. 20. 11. 

THE SUN. 
fShemish, minilter (u of light). 

Heb.,) 
L(Chald. and Syr.) ministered 

Chres, givi11g heat. { :':.ning 

f caflling motion. Arab. sense, troubling. 
- Chamah, '"" l diaturbing. lloi dilplea~Ure 

Arab., Shemish, Cbres, Chamah, as above, 

Copt., Pi-otbiri 1, tile 1ender forth oflleat, as Ra. 1. 
Egypt., Ra, giving out heat. Arab. sense, heat, ltindled. ( 
Sause., Snraya, as Ra. Aditta, gloriom. glory 

Heli, allining. 1/ained 
Cingalese, Irida, as Ra. 
Scandinavian, Sonne, 1/lining, Arab. sense. 
Gr., Helios, as Heli. 
Lat., Sol, whicll 1lline11 with 1 prefixed. 
Irish 2, Sam, as Sbemish. 

Greian, as Cbres. 
Re, as Ra. 
Sol, as Sol. 

THE MOON. 
Heb., Y areah, &ent forth . 

- Lebana, white. 

rcarlet 

1/aine 

{ as rain 
moon 

{ white 
moon 

T<ZU ooll,.e 
Ill• fDOf'tJ ;, 

u~etJ in till• 
,.,.., in 1114 
HobrewBiblo. 

Isa. 60. 20. 

Dan. 7. 10. 

Judg. 8. 18. 
Deut. 28. 22. 

Cant. 6. 10. 
Deut. 9.19. 

Deut. 7. 4. 

Hab. 3. 3. 
Job 31. 26. 

Josh. 2. 18. 

Job 41. 18, 

Hos.IO. 12. 
Josh. 10.12. 
Exod. l6.31. 
Cant. 6. 10. 

Arab., AI Kamar, tM red moon, Arab. sense. foul Job 16. 16. 
Lebana, as above, white. 

Copt., Pi-cochoe, who circle1, Arab sense. circle 
Egypt., Aah, connected. brother 
Sansc., Chandra, from Cbadi,1hine1, Arab. sense, rlloot out 

- • Hima and Soma, auociated, (1). tuitll 
Persian, Mah, as Aah. 

Isa. 40. 22. 
Job 30. 29. 
Jer. 50. 14. 
Gen. 18.23. 

Cingalese, Handou, as Chandra. 
Scand., Mone, Mood, Mouat, numbering. D11n. 5. 26. 
Gr., Mane, as Mone; Selene; which 1hine1, (•)· 1llinetll Job 25. 5. 
Lat., Luna and Lunus, as Lebana (Levana). 
Irish, Luan, as Lebana. 

THE EA)lTH. 
Heb., Aretz, broken, bruiltd. 

Chald., Arya, the same. 

Arab., Aradt, the same. 
Egypt.? 
Sause., Gauh, broken. 
Scand., Hertha and Erde, as Aretz. 
Gr., Ge, as Gauh. 
- Era, as Arya. 

Lat., Terra, as Arya. 

brakell Ps. 74. H. 

bruiled Isa. 42. 3. 

brake Job 38. s. 

H•brew 
rooll. 

0'1" 

l'10f1 

mrT 

'nll 
'r.1 

'J'II7 

'r.1 

} ~ 

* * * The asterisks mark where the roo$ of the name exists in the prophecy. 

1 Pi is the masculine article, Egyptian and Coptic, appearing in the Greek names. 
' The Irish are on the authority of Thaddeus O'Connellan. 
" The Chinese character for the moon, reduplicated, forms that for companion, auociate. 
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118 THE PLANETS. 

ANCIENT NAMES OF THE PLANETS, 

EXPLAINED FROM THEIR PRIMITIVE ROOTS. 

Tu:tr .. rur. ,.. _, " 

(PART 

ProplWda, 
fc., corr~ 
lf'Ondi"!! rrilh 
the II<JIIJU. 

URANUS. tutd ;,. U.ir Htbr .. 

Heb.4.1-9} 
Deu.12.10 
Iaa. ll.lo. 

*lsa.68.12.} 
Ez.l6. 53. 

*Ex.33. H. 
Isa. 58. 12. 

*Mal. 4.2. 1 
*Deu.32.39 f 
*Iaa. 63. 5. 

Acts 1. 6. 

Ps. 31.20.} 
*Isa. 16. 3. 

B111'Dll1n, Rahi, Rahini,failing, Arab. sense. 

SATURN. 

Heb., Sabbatei, re.ting. 
or, 

_ Sabbath {dwellif!U. 
' rutonng. 

Arab., Zobal, Aiding, BMlteriftg. 
Refan, ruling. 

Copt., Rere, Ret'an, Rempban, rutoring. 
or 

Egypt., Seb, 88 Sabbatei. 
Sansc., Aepujat, 88 Sabbatei. 

Bani, Arab. sense, Aiding, dflending. 
Persian, Kivon. 

Scandinavian, Satur, Aiding. 

1eme ita 1M roo,.,. 
Htbrtt11Bible. ----

afraid Isa. 44. 8. 

retl Gen. 2. 2. 

dwell 
reatoreth 

alladow 
tlaclt 

Deut.12.1o. 
Ps. 23. 3. 1 
Isa. 58. 12. f 
Judg. 9. 15~ 
Josh. 10. 6. 

healeth Ezod.l5.26. 

allield 1Sam.I7. 7. 
Chiun Amoa 5. 26. 

protection Deut.32.ss. 

Exod. 34. 7. Gr., Phainon, COflmng, hiding. (Arab. aense, reat.) 
Gen. 50.17. 
Prov.l7.27. 

*Jer. 23. 6.} 
Acts3.14; 

1· 52. 
Nu.24.19.} 
Deu.1.15. 

Mic. 5. 2. 

Jer.IO.Io.l 
Johnl4.a.f 
CoL I . 15. 

- Kronoe, quiet. 
Lat., Saturn, hiding, 88 Satur. 

JUPITER. 
H b Zed k.{jmt, Isa. :rlv. 21. 

e ·• e true, Isa. xli. 26. 

Arab., AI Mosht&ri, hafling dominion. 

- Gad, good fortune. 
Copt., Picheus, gloriom, Arab. aense. 

or 
Egypt., Ammon, true. 
Sa B-'1.·-·ti {originating. 

usc., ·-.t- • ret~ealing, as below. 

forgif!e 
cool 

rigAteoua Iaa. 53. 11. 

Job 38. 33. 

truth Isa. 65. 16. 
create Gen. 1. 1. 

Eph. 5. 23. 

Ps. 22.28.} 
Acts5. 31. 

- Urishaspiti, clliif, head. 
Beau d., Thor, who break• or bruiBea; cut, Arab. 
Gr., Pheton, or Phaeton, coming. 

jirtl Ezod.I3.13. 
razor Num. 6. s. 
came Iaa. 41. 5. 

- Dis '• ncond. Chald., du, two. 

Er. 3. 14.} Lat Jupiter {who ;,. 
John8.58. ., ' ret~ealing, interpreting. 

MARS. 
*~ ~3.~:} Heb., Adom, red, bloodlhedding. 

Rev.l9. 13. - Madim, made like blood, Arab. aense. 
Arab., Melekh, 88 Melokh. 
Pers., Azar, blood-flowing, Arab. aenae. 

Gen. 3. 15. Copt., Melokh, broken, bruiled. 

lsa.63.4,5.l or 
Zec.IS.&. { Egypt., Khona, wountkd. (Hercules.) 

Jah *Ps. 68. 4. 
Gen. 40.8. 

blood Josh. 20. 3. 

wounded 

diBtre11 Gen. 35. 3. 
wring Lev. 1. 15. 

Bfllitten Isa. 53. •· 

1 The Greeks seem to have mistaken diB, the ncond planet, for DiB, the God. 
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II.] 

PrOflA«<W, 
ljc., corf'.­
oporodiflg ..nu. 
UNttamtl. 

Mat. 28. 18. 

lea. 49. 2~. 

Heb. 12. 3. 

*Iaa. 60. 19. 
Cant. 6. 10. 
Rv.20.JJ;} 

21 . 5. 
Iaa. 14. 12. 

Isa. 60. 3. 
Cant.l.s;} 
*6. 10. 

Cant.4.1-7. 

Ps. 97. 11. 

Cant. 4.10. 
Eph.li. 27. 

*Job 23. 6.} 
Ps. 24. s; 
*98. 9. 

Johnl4.3.} 
Acts 1. 11. 

Ps. 2. 8; } 
*72. 8. 

Rv.19.1~. 
Rev. 1. 7. 

*Pa. 113 .•. 
Hab.2. 3.} 
Heb.JO.s7 
2Th.2.1,8. 
Pe. 110. 2. 
ReY.1. H. 

Mark 8. as. 
John 14.3. 
Jude H. 
2 Th. 2. 8 . 
.Rev. 22. 20. 

THE PLANETS. 

Tuell tDMrl 

MARS (continued). llu ""''" il 
.,,., '" Ulil ...... '" u.. 
Hobr,.,Bibll. 

Sanae., Khonda, as Khons. 
Angareka, wounded. 1tricken Isa. 113. •· 
Mangala, tilt 1ame. 

Scand., Tuisco, ltrilling. atrotJe Gen. 26. 20. 
Tyr, Tys, as Mars. 

Gr., Pirois, bruiling or bruiled Iaa. 42. 3. 
- Puroeis,ftre colour. 
- Ares, as Mars. 
Lat., Mars, llruiled or breaker. brakell Ps. 74. H. 

VENUS. 
Heb., Nogah, bright. 1hining Iaa. 4. ~. 
- Hillel, ""'Y bright. Lucifer Iaa. 14. 12. 

Arab., AI Zoharah, bright. 1hine Dan. 12. 3. 

Copt., Surath, morning twilight. morning Cant. 6. 10. 
Athor, coming or lJringing light. light 2Sam.23.4. 

Egypt., Athyr, as Athor. 

Sansc., Sikra, dawn, twilight. dawning Josh. 6. 15. 

Sivah, bright. brig htneBB Dan. 2. 31. 
Scand., Freya or Frigga, fair, lJright. glorified Isa. 60. 9. 
Gr., Heosphorus, Hesperus, beautiful. 
- Phosphorus, ligllt-lJringer or beautiful. 
- Aphrodite, who it .fruiiful. 

garnilhed Job 26. 13. 

- Hera, who lJeart. 
Lat., Lucifer, light-bringer. Vesper, as Hesperus. 

Prov. 1. 9, Venus, lofJtly. 

MERCURY. 
Catab f powerful, ltrong. 

Heb., 'lwllo cometh. 

- Cochab, coming at in a circle. 

Arab., Otared, coming. 

Copt., Thaut, coming. 
or 

Pi-ermee, that cometh. 

Egypt., Thoth, as Thaut. 

Sanae., Bout&, or Budha, coming. 
Scand., Woden, coming. 
Gr., Stilbon, who il bright. 

or 
- Hermes, as Pi-ermes above. 

grace 

power Num.14.17. 
cometh Ps. 96. lB. 

1tar Num.24.17. 

to hatJe dominion Num.24.19. 

come Deut. 3:l. 2. 

motJeth Gen. 9. 2. 
Isa. 6. 1. 

coming Mal. 3. 2. 
pa~aed Job 28. s. 

white Dan. 12. 10. 

{
ltrong, Arab. sense. Lord 

Lat., Mercurius, coming again, recurring, circling, 
Arab. sense. 

Dan. 2. 47. 

AUTHORITIES. 

119 

Hobrtr 
root.. 

:Pll 

j)'m' 

} ~:n 
:Pll 
'ml 

Til 

"V''Ul 
,'IM 

"V''Ul 

'M 
"\MD 

'1D'G:7 

l" 

Burmese, Sir W. Drummond, &c. Hebrew, Buxtorf, Seb. Munster, Gatfarelli, &c. Arabic:, 
Freytag's and Wilmet's Lexicons, &c. Coptic or Egyptian, Montucla, Histoire des Mathema­
tiques; Bunsen's Egypt, &c. Sanscrit, Wilson's Lexicon, Sir W. Jones, &c. Scandinavian, 
V erategon, &c. Greek and Lat.in, various poets and astronomers. Recently discovered Egyptian 
names, Mr. W. Ellis. D is always rendered by Tin Egyptian: the other slight changes in thus 
referring these names to Semitic roots are according to Bunsen's Vocabulary, &c. 
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120 THE PLANETS. (PART 

"Some tablets have recently (]866) been discovered ln Egypt, containing planetary inscrip­
tions ln the demotic ~ter. These tablets were diacovered by Mr. Stobart, and examined by 
Mr. Brngaeh, of Berlin." From this account are taken the annexed names of the planets. Mr. 
Ellis, of the Greenwich Observatory, bas ascertained that the tablets contained planetary positions 
according to the Egyptian calendar, extending from A.D. 106 to A.D. 132. 

Tt~:u IDA ere Hme111 tAt root. oc- root•. cur. 

}. 8ATUilN, Hor-ka, JHor, pltmet. trlll1~lltr 2Sam.l2.{. IT1N 
lKa, •loto. lleat~inua Isa. 61. s. 1To'O 

{Hor, pla'lll!l. 
2. JUPITER, Hor-sat, or Hor-p-aat, Sat,jrut, tnu, Arab. Sadak, aa 

Zedek. 
3. MAas, Hor-tos, or Hor-taa, llruilling. tllrull Isa. 28. 28. 'art 
4. VENUS, ],'e-netertl 1, llriglat,fair, Cant. iv. 1. glorioru Exod.lo. 6. ,Nl 
6. MBacuRY, Sewek, or Sowek, COflli"' quickly. run Iaa. 33. •· ~ 

The names in the previous Tables were conjecturally given by Bunsen, Birch, and other 
Egyptologers, but rather as names of planetary deities than of the planets ; still when they re­
semble the ancient Hebrew, Coptic, or Sanscrit, it may be supposed they also were names applied 
to the planets at· different times and ln different places, especially aa the leading idea of the other 
names is contained in them. The affinity between the ancient Egyptian and the Semitic dialects 
seems admitted.· Bunsen aays, "The cradle of Egyptian mythology and language is Asiatic." 

Diodorns Siculus aays, " The motions and periods and stations of the planets were well known 
to the ancient Egyptians." 

Edinburgh RetnetD on DelamiJre'• Ancimt Altronomy. 
"We tlnd five of the planets mentioned so early as the time of Eratosthenes, more than a 

century before the Christian Era. He speaks of • Jupiter or Phainos, large. Phaethon, not large. 
The third is Mars, or Puroeides, the colour of tire, not large. Phosphorus or Venus, of a white 
colour, and the largest of all the stars. The fifth Mercury, or Stilbon, brilliant but small.' 
Phaethon, aays M. Delambre, can only be Saturn. 

" Achilles Tatius, who wrote a commentary on Aratus about 300 years u. c., speaks thus of the 
names and order of the planets among the Egyptians. 'It is by euphemism that the Egyptians 
call Saturn Phainon, apparent, seeing it is the most obscure of the planets ; the Egyptians also 
call it Nemesis. The second planet is Jupiter, which the Greeks call Phaethon, and the Egyp­
tians Osiris. The third is Mars, which among the Greeks is Puroeis, and among the Egyptians 
the star of Hercules. The fourth is Mercury, Stilbon among the Greeks, and the star of Apollo 
among the Egyptians. The fifth is the planet Venus, which the Greeks call Heosphorus.' 

" Here it is observable that Eratosthenes and Achilles Tatius interchange the names of Jupiter 
'&Dd Saturn. Cicero calls Saturn, Phainon; Jupiter, Phaethon; Mars, Puroeis; Mercury, Stil­
bon ; and Venus, Phosphorns and Lucifer. 

"Aristotle de Crelo, says, ' Those Italians who are called Pythagoreans affirm that P,vr is iu 
the centre, and that the earth being itself one of the stars circling or revolving about that centre 
produces night and day.' 

" Plutarch considered Pyr as synonymous with Helius, and mentions Pythagorean teachers as 
maintaining that the earth revolved round the sun. 

"Mene was an early Greek name of the moon." 
"The star which is called at once by the names of Phainon and Kronos occupies always as ita 

place the one next to this; next, that bearing the name of Phaethon, called also by the title of 
Zeus; then Pyrois, which is called both by the names of Heracles and Ares; and next Stilbon, 
whom some call aacred to Hermes, but others to Apollo; after whom the star called Phosphorus, 
whom some call the star of Aphrodite, and others the star of Hera."-From the Treatise (falsely) 
ascribed to Aristotle. De Mundo, Cap. ii. . 

I According to Bunsen's vocabulary, Pe was an Egyptian name or epithet fur heaven, the 
fair, the bright, the beautiful, like the Greek Ouranos, the place of light. Bot the Hebrew and 
Arabic, Shamayim, the set up, Exod. xl. 8, as in order, well ordered, gives a higher and more 
scientific definition of the nature of those heavens whose order and wonderfully balanced regu­
larity are brought to light by the researches of modem astronomy, and yet seem taken for granted 
ln this most ancient appellation. Pe-neterti would be the glorious, or glory of heaven. 

Digitized by Coogle 



n.) NAMES OF EGYPTIAN GODS, 121 

NAMES OF EGYPTIAN GODS, 
EXPLAINED FROM THEm PRIMITIVE ROOTS, A.ND REFERRED TO THE 

CORRESPONDING PL.A.NETS A.ND SIGNS. 

SuN, 
MooN, 
MERCURY, 
VENUS, 

MARs, 

JUPITER, 
SATURN, 
URANUS, 

THE EIGHT GODS OF THE FIRST ORDER. 

Ra 1 (Hellos), raying forth light and heat. Arab. sense 

Ttzll t11htrt 
IMtiiOf'dorlll 
rool Utued. 

Neith, lent forth, catued to come. came Deut.33.2J. 
Aroeris, coming and coming again. lrafleller 2 &. 12 ••• 
Mut, the mother; Leto and Latona, tDAo hring•forth. · 
Buto, the daughter. daughter 
Khem, red, angry. (Pan, 111 tJJratllful f or {fury Gen. 27.44. 

hroum, hairy f) hroum Gen. 30. s2. 
Sst, now ascertained to be a name of Jupiter. 
Kneph, or Ka, 1loUJ. hea11inut Isa. 61. s. 
Amun, concealed, as frequently unseen. 

Htlwtt~~ 
roo II. 

en 

nn:t 

The mythology of the Egyptians bad the same source as that of the other nations, 
the primitive revelation, which in the figures of the constellations was perverted first 
into Sabianism, and thence into idolatry. Osiris, the man, the prince; Isis, the woman; 
Horus, the promised seed, He who cometh. These primary objects of prophecy, with 
what was there said of them, originated the various forms of Egyptian divinities and 
all their many names; the serpent, not worshipped, was continually figured as an 
accompaniment. "He shall bruise and be bruised," was the distinction of the expected 
Great One; The word Saph '• to bruise or wound, is nearly related to Sapha, a lip. 
An Egyptian divinity •, generally a child, is represented with the finger on the lip, the 
promised offspring who shall bruise and be bruised. Others, to the utter mystification 
of all explainers, have a pestle and mortar, implements of bruising, on their heads; 
the woman, as well as the man having them, as the mother of Him who should be 
bruised and shall bruise the serpent's head. Many carry a flail, the instrument with 
which "bread-com is bruised." The plough-share is an Egyptian emblem, it occurs 
near the Pole in the planisphere of Dendera. The Heb. name of it is Ath (lsa. 2. 4). , 
meaning which comes, from Atha, to come; also, it bruised the ground, as expressed in 
the word charash, to 1;/uugh, to cruth the ground. 

The head of the ram (or male lamb of sacrifice) is frequent on the body of a man or a 
lion, a corruption of the Cherubic forms 4• 

1 For these names see Wilkinson and Bunsen. 
2 Doubts as to this word seem to be set aside by Rom. :rvi. 20, the Vnlgate of Gen. iii. 15, and 

two Arabic senses of it, to wound and to bite. 
1 Generally named Harpocrates, which may be rendered who cometh, who is to be cut oft'; 

from ara, who cometh, ssin, 2 Sam. xii. 4, and carath, cut off, Jer. xi. 19, with the mascnline 
article, Pi, inserted. 

' The cherubic heads predominate in the forms of the Egyptian idols, but the ibis-headed Mer­
cury is frequently seen. Ibis means he ahall come : the bird celled ibis came after the inunda­
tion, and was the foe of the serpent, for which it has been supposed that it was venerated, but 
also probably originally ·as a symbol of Him who was to come to be the conqueror of the 
serpent. Ibis is written in hieroglyphics Ib or Eb, without the Greek termination ill, thus nesrer 
to iba, he shall come. 

The hawk, substituted for the eagle, apparently unknown in Egypt, the lion, the bovine face, 
often of a calf or cow, and the high plumes on the beads representing the wings, are evidently 
deri'fed from the cherubic figures. 

Dupuis says, " The Egyptians worshipped the hawk for the sun, the ibis for the moon. 
" Astronomy was the sonl of all their religions system. 
" The Egyptian priests g&'fe the designs for the statues of the gods from the Ppheres, the astro­

nomical figures of the bea'fens." (Orig. des Cultes.) 

R 
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122 NAMES OF EGYPTIAN GODS. (l'ART 

H-Chreremon and the most learned priests of Egypt were of opinion with the ancient 
Egyptians that the only gods were the sun, moon, and planets, and also the other stars 
which compose tl1e Zodiac, and all those which by their rising or setting mark the 
divisions of the signs, their sub-divisions, the horoscope and the stars which preside 
over it, which they call powerful chiefs of heaven; these ancient Egyptians also 
regarded the sun as a great god, architect and ruler of the universe, explaining all their 
religious fables by the stnrs.'' (Dupuis.) 

Lucian says that the Egyptian religion was entirely founded on the sky. 
In the mythology of Egypt is thus to be traced the universal tradition of the 

woman who should bear the seed, and her Infant, the God who sl10uld be hom, 
and who as man should su1fer and die. We learn from Herodotus that Isis and 
Osiris were the only gods worshipped in Egypt, Horus appearing to have been wor­
shipped in Osiris; but he also says the Egyptians bad three orders of divinities, of 
course inferior to those who were alone worshipped. The first order, of eight, 
of which be only says that Pan and Latona were among them; the second order, of 
twelve, of which Hercules was one, and which had some connexion with the twelve 
months of the year; he does not say of how many the third order consisted. These 
orders are said to be planetary and astral. As Plato says that the Egyptians confessed 
that they did not originate but adopted the names tl1ey used, and that they attributed 
their astronomy to the Chaldeans, in that dialect, or its cognate Hebrew and Arabic, 
the meanings of those names should be sought. 

MIBS, 

TAUilUB, 

GBIIINI, 

CANCBR, 

LBo, 
VIaoo, 

LIBRA, 
ScORPIO, 

8AGI'l'I'A• 
BIUS1 

CAPRI COR• 
Nus, 

AQUARIUS, 

Piscz~;, 

THE TWELVE GODS OF THE SECOND ORDER. 

Sebak, who subdues, Egyptian 1, most anciently with 
a ram's head, who takes captir~e, as Mesartim, 
the bound, in Aries. 

Man, Mn, or Mui, sometimes with a hull's head, and 
r.alled flictoriom, strong. Sometimes called 
En-pe, katkr qf Jiear~en, perhaps when the 
spring equinox was in Taurus. steady 

Atmu, or Atum, with a youthful human bead, tile twin. 
He is called Neferand Nefrn, tile brancli. blossom 

Pecht, a goddess with a cat-head, called Mnt, motJier, 
a'nd Menhi, many (Arab. sense). number 

Tefnu, the lion-headed goddess. smiting 
Nutphe, the mother of the gods, the mistress of heaven, 

represented as suckling a child. i'lfant 
Ma, trutJI, jmtice. trutJi 
Khnnsu, called Hercules, sometimes holding a palm­

branch. Chona, Copt. strengtJi. 
Muntu, Mandulis, hawk or eagle-headed. The con­

stellation of the Eagle is in the sign Sagittarius, 
sending forlJi, as arrotDt. sJioot 

Tet, Thont, Hermes, ibis-headed. A human} 
figure with ibis-head stands on Capricorn 
in the Dendera zodiac. He 1Jiall come, Jie came 
comet II. 

Seb, a human figure, with a goose on his head, perhaps 
referring to the water, wJio turm, returm, 
as the solstice. returned 

Bather, Athor, Aphrodite, tile fruitful, abundant. A 
goddess with a cow's head. abundance 

1 Bunsen. 

TUIU tDMrl 
U.ttDOrdoriu 
roo I u toltd i,. H tbrttD 

:: 'ii'.:..! roou. 
Bibk. 

Gen. 14.14. l'1::1111 

Exod.l7.J2. Dll 
Gen. 26.24. Dlll'l 
Isa. 6. 2•. M"'!l 

Dan. 6. 26. Mlll 
Nah. 2. s. "!-"1 

Gen. 34.29. ')tl 
Isa. 66. 16. Dll 

Jer. 60. H. :1 ... 

Gen. 49. 10. 11::1' 
Dent. 33.2. 111111 

Gen. 8. 3. :I'll' 

Isa. 15. 7. "'M' 
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" The Egyptians divided the year into twelve parte. In this they affirm the stan to have been 
their guides. They first invented the names of the twelve gods, and from them the Greeks 
borrowed them." Herodotus. 

" Herodotus expressly states that twelve, the number of these gods, was sacred, probably taken 
from the twelve month& of the solar year.'' (Bunsen's Egypt.) Bunsen attributes to them" an 
astral import." 

According to ancient lexicons, the Egyptian nsme o' Hercules was Khons. The constellation 
Hercules is in SCorpio. 

As Herodotus reports that Isis and Osiri~ alone were worshipped all over Egypt, the 
multitudes of other names and figures called divinities, which perplex modem investi­
gators, were only deified attributes, or these two deities under different aspects. Isis, 
the woman, she who should bear the promised Seed; Adam had named the woman 
Isba or Isa, whence Isis; Virgo was called Isis in the time of Eratostl1enes. Osiris, 
tl1e Prince, the Ruler, who was to die and rise again; he was sometimes called the 
spouse, sometimes the brother of Isis. The infant held by Virgo, when considered as 
the offspring of Isis, was called Horus, he that cometh, a divine person, born of the 
woman. Such was the early tradition of the Egyptians of this ancient patriarchal faith, 
the religion of their ancestor Noah. Then followed the deification of the first order of 
eight gods, apparently the sun, moon, and six planets; then the second order of twelve, 
the signs of the Zodiac; afler these the tlrlrd, of seven, which might be the sun, moon, 
and five planets, after the Uranus was forgotten. 

THE THIRD, CALLED THE OSIRIS ORDER. 

What were the gods of the third order seems very uncertain. If they were tl1e 
planets, or rather, as is said, guardian genii of the planets in the order of the days of the 
week, said to be of Egyptian origin, they may be thus arranged:-

SuN, 
MooN, 

MARS, 

MERCURY, 

JUPITER, 
VENUS, 

SATURN, 

Osiris, as the sun-god, the Ruler. chiif 
Isis, as " mistress of the moon," the woman. 

{ wayfarer 
Harpocrstes, who corMth, the cut-ojf. cut off 
Aroeris, or Hor-her, or Horus, hawk-headed, coming and 

returning, as the eagle. 
Set, Sat, as Zedek,jtut, true. 
N ephthys, sister of Isis, opening, bringing the morning. 

break forth 
Anupu, or Anubis, relting, Gen. v. 20. reat 

coming. cometh 

Tu:ll tDAtrt 
tho tDOrdor ill 
roolu tued i11 
thu '"''' i11 tho HobrtNI 
Bibl•. 

Gen.21.22. 
Gen. 2. 23. 
Jud. 19. 17. 
Dan. 9. 26. 

Jer. I. H. 
Exod.23.12. 
Ps. 96. 13. 

HtbriNI 
rooll. 

Ml'lll 
MT.I 
11:1 

These seven are eaid by Herodotus to proceed from the first order (the eight). The five 
greet gods of this order, not the sun and moon, but the five planets, are 8ald to have been bom 
on five succe88ive days, discovered in that order and on those days. When the days of the 
week were named the Uranus was forgotten .. 

" Sirius the Egyptians called Anubis, and worshipped him under the form of a dog or Schacbal.'' 
Warning like the barking of a dog, one sense of the root being to bark('' Latrator .Anubis," 
Ovid.), fore&howing, warning. . 

The hawk, the Egyptian substitute for the eagle, was an emblem of t~e sun as ~ndmg and 
descending in heaven. The Ibis became an emblem of the moon, as commg, retunung, K:l'. 

R2 
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124 N.AMES OF EGYl'TI.AN GODS. (PART 

Here may be traced the rise of Sabaism, the worship of the boat of heaven, and the 
gradual perversion into the gross forms of idolatry for which Egypt became a proverb 
among the nations. The sun was identified with Osiris, the moon with Isis,. the pro­
phetic types of Him who was to come to be the light of the world, and His Church the 
assembly of the called, His bride, also called His sister-spouse, thus accounting for the 
confusion in the relationship of Isis and Osiris, like that of the Jupiter and Juno of 
the Greeks 1, 

With regard to the great antiquity by some writers, ancient and modem, attributed 
to the monarchy of Egypt, nature, interpreted by geology, seems to bring it within the 
bounds of that claimed for other ancient nations. The French scientific men who 
accompanied Buonaparte, believed they had ascertained from the depth of the silt or 
deposit of the inundation, that the Nile had flowed rather less than 6000 years. 
Beneath that deposit is the sand of the neighbouring desert, and beneath that again 
marine formations; though Wilkinson and Newbold seem to have assigned greater 
depth to the deposits of the inundation, yet Hugh Miller' speaks of this " chronology" 
as in "legitimate connexion with the recent introduction of the human species." All 
geologists seem now agreed that there are no earlier traces of mankind 1• The theory 
that derives the Egyptian mythology from prophecy, refers it to the revelation to 
Adam, from whom few now dispute that the whole human race descended. One proof 
among many others being the similar tradition among all nations of the seed of the 
woman, the conqueror of the serpent . . 

"Chreremon sought to command the Genii in the name of him who is seated on the 
Lotus, carried in a ship, who appear• different in each lign of the Zodiac." In the 
Egyptian planispbere of Dendera some figures with mystic attributes are seated on the 
Lotus, and others are as coming in boats. The Brahma of Indian mythology sits on 
the Lotus. The word Lotus, from its Semitic root, would mean concealed, as the water­
lily beneath the water, the flower in the bud, the promised Deliverer not yet come. 

"Champollion read on the Zodiac of Dendera the title of Augustus Cresar, on that of 
Esneb the name of Antoninus." Such may have been the dates of the buildings, as 
the figure of the Ibis-beaded Mercury, or Capricorn, where the head of the goat joins 
the body of the fish, may indicate; but the headless horse, as the ascending node of 
the ecliptic (the wintry solstice) is figured, being placed beyond, shows a much earlier 
era for the Zodiac. 

Dupuis, who calculated the date of the planisphere from 4000 B.c., appears best to 
have understood it. The Zodiac now used is that of Ptolemy's time, rather later than 
that of Augustus; but Canterbury Cathedral and other buildings on which our an­
cestors inscribed it are not therefore of that age. The Egyptians 4 depicted the ancient 
Patriarchal Zodiac as it had come down to them, adding emblems that belonged to 
their own time. 

1 The Egyptians gave to fiY8fJ dllity a OODIOI't, hence the multiplicity of goddesses. 
1 Testimony of the Rocb. 1 Typical forms, &c. 
' Sir G. Willdnaon •ys, "We do not see them in their infancy as a nation." "Of this we may 

be certain, that neither the Hindoos borrowed from the Egyptians, nor the Egyptians from the 
Hindoos." 

" The Asiatic origin of the Egyptians sccounts for any analogy with the Oriental nations." 
Reviewer adds, " Nothing has flYer yet been discovered to illuatrate the position of the EgyptiaB& 
when they emigrated into the valley of the Nile." 
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THE TWELVE GREAT GODS OF ASSYRIA. 
PRESIDED OVER 'BY. ASHUR, THE KING OF THE CIRCLE OF THE 

GREAT GODS. 
Tet~tll tohere 
U.t word or il1 
root i1 tutti in 

HelwtUJ thU ,,.,,. in 
Ill• HehfeUJ rootl. 
B;ble. 

TaB SuN, Ashar, tile Prince. Suraya is a name of the ~ in 
· Sanscrit. pnnce Dan.10.13. ,VI 

AQUARIUS, Anu, as Janus, relling, as the sun at the winter solstice, 
in Aquarius at the Deluge and the foundation of 
the Assyrian empire. relied Nu. 10. 36. ",, 

PISCES, Uncertain, perhaps Dagon, as the multitutka ( foh Gen. 1. 26. .n 
ofjiBII. \multiply Gen.41!. 16. 

AlliES, San, from the Semitic Se, a lamb. lamb Exod.l2.4. nw 
TAURUS, Merodach, mduing. nlJdue Gen. I. 28. n.,.,o 
GEMINI, Yav, Bllall come. came Gen. 19. 1. ,11:1' 
CANCER, Bar, producing, as the multitude of cattle. rank Gen. 41. 5. N,:l 
LBO, Nebo, •entfortll, coming (Lord, Egyptian). allall come Hab. 2. 3. N:l 
VIRGO, Mylitta, or Alitta, called the mother of the great gods, 

bringing fori II. bare Gen. 4.1. n,.,. 
LIBRA, Uncertain, name not clearly read, 1853. 

ScoRPio, Bel, tile lord, Ophiuchus. {Bel lsa. 46. 1. .,:1 
muter Exod. 22.8. .,ll:l 

SAGITTA• Shamash, ~inillering, Egyptian, Chald. miniatered Dan. 7. 10. Vfi;)Vf 
lliUS, 

CAPllJCOll· Ishtar, wounding, Arab. sense. .-miting ) Sam.5.IO. "U'IVf 
NUS, 

LA YARD'S NINEVEH, 1853, p. 351. 

"An inscription now in the British Museum commences with an invocation to the 
God Ashur, the supreme Lord, the King of the circle of the twelve gods. Then follow 
the names of these divinities. They are the same as those on the black obelisk 
belonging to the son of the king represented on this slab, although they are not placed 
in the same order. These divinities may preside over the twelve months, corresponding 
with the same circle in the Egyptian mythology, with which it is possible they may here­
after to a certain extent be identified. The first named is Anu (?),the last lshtar, probably 
Astarte, or the Jl)OOn; not Venus, as some have believed." The difference in the order 
may have been an accommodation to the b¥b of that prince and to his horoscope. 
From this authority the names are here given. 

The Assyrians seem to have worshipped one Supreme God, whom they called Ashur, 
the prince or ruler, in which sense it was also applied to the Sun, as in the above table. 
This name, therefore, as Layard says, also enters into the names of the kings and even 
of private persons. Different nations bad different names for the Supreme Deity; 
by the Babylonians called Nebo, the sent forth, or, who shall come forth. 

" On cylinders the figures of the deities standing on animals are frequently seen in 
act of adoration before the Supreme God in the circle." "The Supreme God was some­
times represented under a Triune form." (Layard.) 

Human figures with tails have been discovered among the sculptures of Nineveh, as 
in Egyptian remains. There are two Semitic words for tail, Zenab, which divided Ze-nab, 
would convey the idea thi& cometh, or shall be sent forth; and Alyah, having the same 
sense from a different root. 
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126 THE TWELVE GREAT GODS OF ASSYRIA, (PART 

Dr. Grotefend says, " On the Assyrian cylinders every thing, as far as possible, is 
represented by stars." He derives the mythology of the Assyrians from a primreval 
worship of the starry host. La yard also says, " Originally the Assyrian religion was a 
pure Sabeanism, worshipping the heavenly deities." · 

Many figures of divinities standing on a lion or a bull have a star on their cap. 
These are very early. Two human-beaded lions, with human arms, have in one band 
a goat or stag, in the other a branch. He frequently speaks of a sacred tree, and 
occasionally of a branch. In the fir-cone, so frequently held by the divinities, &c., 
The Seed may be recognized. Layard speaks of the Nineveh inscriptions as a dialect 
of the primitive tongue, thus authorizing the search for primitive roots in the names of 
the deities. 

It seems from Biblical authority that the ancient name of Assyria was Ashur 1• It is 
probable that the Cherubic names, Sbur, the bull, and Nesir, the eagle, suggested 
the names of the empire as well as those of tl1e images they venerated. It is 
observed that in Assyrian and Persepolitan remains, wherever the eagle is represented 
it is as victorious. In Persian remains the bull is always represented as subdued, about 
to be slain, 1acrijiced, by Mitbra, as an incarnate deity, whose name may be from the 
ancient root, ar, to come, He who shall come, as from the tradition that He who was to 
come, the Mighty One in human nature, should offer himself as a sacrifice. 

A " sacred tree " appears among the traces of Assyrian worship. It bas been con­
jectured to be a traditional representation of the tree of life; but there is no fruit on it. 
It is more like "the branch," the universally preserved emblem of divinity, of Him 
who should come, the recognized emblem of the Messiah, and borne by the woman of 
the zodiac, with the ear of corn, the seed. 

Layard gives representations of two slabs, on one of which "the sacred tree " 
appears in the middle, with on each side the figure of Nisroch, the eagle-headed human 
figure, the idol god before which :Sennacherib was slain. He holds in his right hand 
the fir-cone, the symbolic seed, and in his left " the usual basket." The basket, that 
which carries, from a Semitic root ~ebil, one of the Oriental names of the woman in 
Virgo, appears to refer to that sign. On the other slab, the sacred tree again in 
the midst, has two kneeling bearded human figures, with eagle wings, and the cap with 
horns emblematizing power, these figures appear to be offering homage to the tree 
or branch. La yard thinks "the sacred tree" something of the honeysuckle kind, if so, 
it is a plant always rather a branch than a tree. These figures so placed may embody a 
tradition that the Cherubic forms represented the same person as the sacred tree, the 
branch, and the seed, carried, borne by the woman. Other similar h~an figures carry 
in one band an antelope, the kid ofsac~fice, in the other the branch," the holy tree." 

The name Nimrod bas been derived from the Semitic root marad, to rebel, 
and it has also been said that his character in ancient tradition of being the 
first rebel and apostate thence originated. But of his rebellion the Scripture says 
nothing. He is there characterized as a mighty hunter, by which the derivation of 
Nimrod from Nimehar, swift, and Adah, to come or pass 1, seems authorized. In 
Hab. i. 6, Nimehar occurs as swift, hasty, and in ver. 8, Nimar, as a leopard, a 
swift animal. Nimar is the word translated leopard in Dan. vii. 6. The figure, said 

l Gen. x. "Out of that land he went into Assyria." So Onkelos, and the Targum of 
Jonathan, saying, " He, Nimrod, reigned in Assyria." Assyria is called the land of Nimrod, 
But Josephus and Jarchi held it was Ashur went out, &c. Nineveh, a pleasant habitation. 
(Gill.) Dr. A. Clarke prefers Ae, Nimrod. 

' Dan. iv. 28. 
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to be of Nimrod, in the Assyrian sculptures, holds an animal, which, but for the lion· 
like mane, would be a leopard, and thus by the name Nimar suggest both the name, 
Nimrod, and his character of swiftness as a hunter. The animal is evidently not 
struggling, as if in combat, nor dead, as if subdued, but is there as an attribute, a 
hieroglyph of the name of him who holds it. · 

Interesting indeed are the coincidences between the Auyrian records as now develop­
ing, and the historical and prophetic books of Scripture; but the traces of the early 
revelation, the faith of Adam and of Noah, furnished by the sculptures, are even more 
interesting and important. The discoverers are of opinion that the emblems, having 
such remarkable affinity with the Cherubic forms, were not originally idolatrously 
worshipped, but that upon mysterious veneration of the symbol was gradually engrafted 
that species of worship of the image forbidden in the second commandment. The 
bowing down there prohibited is that of Abraham in courtesy to the children of Heth 1, 

whom certainly be did not worship in the sense of the word understood as divine 
worship, but rather in the sense in which it is used in the Anglican marriage service, 
and as a title of certain English magistrates. The word rendered 1ert1e may include 
taking care of those images, burning lights before them, and similar acts of urvice. 

This gradual falling into the sin of idolatry and its moral corruptions from the 
use of likenesses "made to themselves," even when in imitation of those symbols 
divinely ordained, the Cherubim, will show the reason of the awful chastisements 
inflicted on the first violators of the second commandment, even when they professed to 
intend to see in their image of the golden calf only a repetition of the divinely ordained 
Cherub. It may also enforce the wisdom of Protestant Reformers in banishing all 
" likenesses " from their temples. 

NOTE ON CHERUBIC FORMS. 

At one time Layard conjectuJed that Ezekiel having seen these Assyrian figures, might from 
them describe the figures of his visions. But Ezekiel says of them, " I knew they were the 
Cherubim," and as a Jewish priest he must have been well acquainted with these forms, which 
had recently been in the temple of Solomon, and long before in the tabernacle of Moses. Ancient 
Jewish writers say that tbey were "in tbe tabernacle from the beginning," and so known to 
Noah, Abraham, and the children of Israel before they went into Egypt. Many modern com­
mentators are of the same opinion. "They were held to be the same figures with those at the gate 
of Eden." Gill also observes, " They are always represented as vehicles on which He sits or 
rides." The Jews frequently speak of" the mystery of the Cherubim." " In the glory of them 
Christ will come a second time." Dr. A. Clarke says, "The word Cherub never being employed 
as a verb, it is justly supposed to be a word compounded of the particle of resemblance Ke (or 
Cbe), like to, or like 118, and Rab, be was great," &c. The Teraphim are thought to have been 
of somewhat similar forms. (Judg. :a:vii. 3, &c.) As also the images stolen from Laban by 
Rachel, and the Penates of the ancients, images having faces, as the Hebrew, ptni, faces. 

1 Gen. uiii. 12. 
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NAMES OF THE STONES 

ON THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE HOLY CITY, 

IN THE ORDER IN WHICH THEY ARE GIVEN IN REV. XXI. 19, :!0, 

REFERRED TO THE HEBREW ROOTS. 

Tuu IDMr6 
lilt toord or it1 
rool U Ultd in Htlwtf/1 '"" ......... rooll. 

'"" Helwtto 
Bible. 

VIRGO, Jasper, He tllall brt~Ue and be brt~Ued. Gen. 3. 15. 1 nw 
LIBBA, Sapphire, number. Deut. 32.8. .,.g., 
SCORPIO, Cbalcedony,tltuffiiction,poor, ,.,n, Ps. x.8. of tile Lord. Ps. 110. 1. rnc 
8AGITI'A• Emerald (Smaragdos), He tlult lreepetlt, .,r.:uv, Ps. cxxi. 

lliUS, Au people. troop Amos 9. 6. .,.,2 
CAPRI COR· Sardonyx, tile Prince, Isa. ix. 6., tile Lord, )"1, { Isa. 9. 6. .,tlf 

NUB, Ps. ex. 1. amitten Isa. 63. 4. l'l::ll 
AQUARIUS, Sardius, tile Prince, as above, tollo goetfortll. paued Job 28. 8. l"'V 
PISCES, Chrysolite, binding at a cllain, r,n, Cant. i. 10., 

railing up. went up Gen. 2. 6. n;ll 
ARIES, Beryl, tile ton, .,::1, Ps. ii. 12. atcended Ps. 68. 18. l"'?ll 
TAURUS, Topaz, brealring, datlling in piectt. Ps. 2. 9. fill 
G.DIINI, Cbrysoprasus, as tolto brealrl, r.,n, bruilled. gold dull Zech. 9. s. y.,n 

brealring forth 2Sam.6.20. y,g 
CANCER, Jacinth, He thall paueu. poueuor Gen. 14. 19. l"'lj:l 

LBO. Amethyst, deltroying, beat doum, dettroy Ps. 62. s. fl1) 

Christ is often figured as a stone '• a precious stone ; also as the foundation •. In the 
names of these divinely-selected stones of the foundations 4 of the Holy City, if there 
are meanings expressing the same prophecies which suggested to the first astronomers 
the names of the twelve signs, shall we not here recognise the plan which gave the 
same colours to the rainbow of the sky and to the diamond of the mine, and adopted 
them equally as symbolizing Divine truth? The same graceful form belongs to the bell­
polypus of the solar microscope and to the forest-canopying convolvolus of the South 
American wilderness. The gigantic fossil fern and the animalcule invisible to the 
human eye, the desert flower and the deep-sea shell, have harmony of form and beauty 
of colouring analogous with each other; and may we not expect the types and figures 
chosen by Divine direction, and revealing Divine purposes, to have similar harmony in 
diversity, similar marks of unity of design in variety of execution? In recognizing 
these correspondencies and following them out, shall we not find edification in 
developing the latent perfection, the manifold wisdom of the written Word a? 

l Parkhurst gives a root in this form. Buxtorf gives ')'11, to bruille. The Arabic sense is to 
brnise, as by biting. (See Lee's Lexicon.) 

• Gen. xlix. 24 ; Isa. viii. 14; n:vili. 16; 1 Pet. ii. 4. 6. 8 ; Ps. ex viii. 22 ; Matt. ni. 44. 
a I Cor. iii. 11 ; Isa. xxviii. 16. 
' Isa. liv. ll. 
I These stones are "applicable to Jesus Christ, the one and only foundation.'' (Gill.) So 

says Matthew Henry; but neither of these commentators say in what manner. "The Jews 
speak of the tabernacle above being built on twelve precious stones.'' (Gill, from Zohar.) It 
will be remembered how the gold of Australia is found by breaking, crushing, bruiting, and that 
in the Levitical Law gold is the frequent type of Christ or his attributes, as in Exod. n:v. 11, &c. 
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ON THE SIGN CAPRICORN. 

THE figure of the Fish-goat and names appropriate to it are found in all ancient zodiacs. 
Indian, Egyptian, Assyrian remains all agree in so representing it. Idle fables of 
old, and still idler explanations in modern times, have confused but not obliterated this 
wonderful record of ancient prophecy. The kid of sacrifice is here united with the fish, 
the emblem of the Church. The fish, with its abundance of spawn, typifying the multi­
tude of believers, inhabiting the waters, which typify time, swiftly coming, never stay­
ing, swiftly going by, is a most expressive emblem of" the great congregation.'' It has 
been erroneously applied to the Lord of that congregation, because the Greek word, 
Ix9v~:, a fish, contains the initial letters of words applicable to Christ: but that Greek 
word is derived from the Hebrew n,'IJ"T, living things, used as fishes in Ps. civ. 25. 
The beasts typifying nations are so called in Daniel, chap. vii., &c. The noun ia 
feminine (or neuter), and no where applied to an individual man. 

This emblem has in modern times been supposed to indicate the winter sols~ice as 
happening in that sign ; but it was not there till long after the fish-goat bad been 
figured in ancient astronomy. What, then, did it signify?-like the other signs, it 
embodied a prophecy of Him whom the kid of sacrifice, from the fall of man downwards, 
had typified, and here shown as united to the Church, His body 1, whose nature He 
should take into union with Himself. It also indicated the time when He should 
assume it: when the solstice took place among. those stars He sl10uld be born on earth. 
Born at the winter solstice, from that hour the days began to lengthen ; light began to 
prevail over darkness when He, the true Light, came to enlighten the world. 

Much confusion has prevailed on the subject of the day of our Lord's birth, particularly 
in the Eastern Church, which long continued to use the imperfect and bewildering Greek 
methods of computing time. But it was not .so in the Western, where the calendar bad 
been rectified by Julius Cresar, and the winter solstice shown to happen on the 25th 
of December. It has now receded to the 21st, the shortest day at this time'· 

This sign is then to us a monument of prophecy fulfilled, of which the Western 
never had any doubt, but obscured by the uncertainties and miscalculations of the 
Eastern Churches. 

Commenting on Psalm cxxxiii., St. Augustine says, "The dispensation of man 
became less and less, which was signified in John; the dispensation of God in our 
Lord Jesus Christ increased. And tbi11 is 11hown even by their birthdays; for, as the 
Church hath delivered down, John was born when the days begin to diminish" (June 
24th, the summer solstice), "but the J.ord was born when now the days begin to in­
crease" (December 25th, he says). This date he frequently refers to as undoubted. 

St. Augustine was fifty-seven years old, when the archives of Rome were destroyed by 
the Gothic invasion, previous to which he seems to have inspected them. 

The doubt and ignorance of the Eastern Church on ~e true day of the birth of 
Christ is showu by the title of a homily of St. Cbrysostom, preached in· Antioch on the 
25th of December, in the year of the common era 386. It is this: " Homily for the 

I 1 Cor. x. 17. 
1 In China, an observation of the solstice when in Aquarius, is still preserved. 

s 
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Birthday of our Saviour Jesus Christ, which was unknown until a few years since, when 
some persons coming from the West made it known, and publicly announced it." The 
Roman archives were still extant and might be consulted, and to them St. Chrysostom 
appeals; and in them the very day of Christ's birth was shown by the register. 

NOTE I. (ON LmtB n.) 

The Chronological Introdumon to the History of the Church, by Dr. Samuel Farmer Jarvis, 
Historiographer to the Episcopal Church of the United States, is here referred to, in which work 
it is shown that the birth of Christ took place December 25th, Julian period 4707, on the 5th day 
of the 9th month, A.u.c. 747, and in the year in which Augustus closed the temple of Janus 
for the third time. 

"There went out a decree from Cresar Augustus that all the Roman world should be written 
up, enrolled, as in the census of modern days; but it appears tha~ the census of Syria was not sent 
np to Rome till Cyrenius was governor of Syria. It would then be entered into the Augustan 
register, which, though now lost, was undoubtedly seen by Justin, by Tertullian, by St. Augus­
tine, who refer to it, as does Chrysostom, as extant in their time, and easily inspected. When 
Augustine was fifty-seven years of age, the city of Rome was sacked by the Goths under Alaric, 
after which this record was lost. In it was the name of Mary, and of the birth of Christ 
at Bethlehem, and it should seem as born on the 25th of December, as that day was always at 
ROme commemorated as the day of onr Lord's birth ; it was then more precisely the winter 
solstice than now, owing to the precession of the Equinoxes. At first, the Eastern Churches, 
whose method of reckoning time differed, and who had no snch record as the Augustan register, 
were uncertain in their commemorations of it, but gradually conformed to Roman authority." 

NOTE II. 

The early, Eastern Church, which was in doubt about the time ·of onr Lord's birth, had no 
means of ascertaining the date with precision. Clemens Alexandrinus mentions with great con­
tempt the errors of those who placed it in April or May. (A.D. 194.) 

Justin Martyr, in the year 150, referred the whole Roman Senate t~ the census made at Beth­
lf'bem, as a sure proof of the date of Christ's birth, "which," he says, "ye can learn from the 
enrolments completed underCyrenius, your first procurator in Judrea." Justin was at Rome; he 
could himself consult the archives, and must have done so, or he would not have so referred to 
them. Eastern Christians could have no such opportunity, bnt it was easy for any Chris­
tian of the Western Church to consult the archives; these were preserved in the Palatine and 
Ulpian Libraries, and the bouse of Tiberius, all of which in the fourth century were collected in the 
baths of Diocletisn. They were destroyed when the city was sacked by the Goths under Alaric. 
During the period of their existence we have the testimony of Christian writers who appeal to 
them. 

First, Tertullian, who against Marcion writes, " concerning the census or enrolment of 
Augustus, which the Roman archives preserve, as a faithful witness of the Lord's nativity." To 
the same archives he appeals for the narrative of our Lord's crucifixion sent by Pilste to Tiberius. 
Again he says, that being reckoned of the root of Jesse, He was therefore enregistered, privily, 
by Mary, for He was of the country of Bethlehem, and of the bouse of David, as among the 
Romans she is described in the census," Mary, from whom Christ is hom." Tertullian held 
that the 25th of December, then the winter solstice, was the day of our Lord's birth. 

St. Ambrose argues that the census was designed by Infinite Wisdom as a solemn and indubi­
table record of the great event, the birth of Christ at Bethlehem, so fulfilling prophecy. St. 
Augustine has left thirteen sermons on tbe festiYal of the Nativity, in every one of which he 
calls it, as then observed on the 25th of December, our Lord's birthday; in one of them he says 
that our Lord Jesus Christ not only chose the virgin from whom He should be born, but also the 
day on which He should be born, the winter solstice. 

He also asserts that Christ was conceived and suffered in tbe same month, as is shown by the 
day of His nativity, which is perfectly well known to the Churches," being," he says, "the 25th 
of December 1.'' 

NOTE ON "CENSUS." 

In the Commentary of St. Ambrose on the Gospel of St. Luke, the aim is to show that Au­
gustus acted ouly as an agent of the Almighty ; that the birth of Christ at Bethlehem was the 

1 Dr. Jarvis, Chron. Introd. to the History of the Church, on the true dates of the birth and 
death of onr Lord. 
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important object to be accomplished, and that the Census itself was designed by Infinite Wisdom as 
a solemn and indubitable record of that great event. 

Epipbanius speaks of " the cavern " at Bethlehem as the spot where it occurred. 
Though the Eastern Church was uncertain as to the day of our Lord's birth, not so the 

Western Church. There the facility of examining the Roman record of the enrolment spoken 
of by St. Luke, cb. iii., seems to have held that Church to the 26th of December, which at the 
time of His birth was the winter solstice. When this testimony was brought before the Eastern 
Church, the Western date was quietly and universally adopted. It was generally observed 
throughout the Christian world before the council of Ephesus (A.D. 431), and since then by all 
parties, all churches. 

Those of the Eastem Church who at first observed it on the 6th of January are thought to 
have done so as the Epipllany. · 

The Eastem Church haYing no such records to appeal to, as those kept at Rome, appealed to 
and consulted by the writers of the Western Church, fell into confusion as to dates. 

Bianchini, 1716, has observed that the table of dates of Hippolytus A.D. 220, (found 16511) 
fails from not noticing the precession of the equinoxes. 

St. Augustine in his first sermon on the Nativity of John the Baptist, after observing that the 
Church keeps but two birthdays, those of St. John and of Christ, aays that John was born on 
the day of the summer solstice, "on the 8th day before the calends of J nly, and from this day the 
days are diminished, but Christ was born on the 8th day before the calends of January, and 
from that day the days increase." In his comment on the 133rd Psalm, be repeats these 
assertions, aaying, "as lhe Church hath delivered down," and adds, "hear John himself confess­
ing,' He must increase, but I must decrease 1.'" 

Pope Telesphorus, A.D. 127, at the suggestion of St. Cyril of Jerusalem, caused a scrutiny to 
be made as to the birth of Christ, and the 25th of December was fixed upon. 

NOTE ON THE SIGN CAPRICORN. 
At the winter solstice in this sign, figuring the fore part of the . kid of aacrifice joined to the 

body of a fish, He who was to come, was symbolized in the figure attributed to the constellation, 
united to Himself by His human birth, in His body, the Church. Then the day, and it might be 
the very hour of the winter solstice saw the arising of the promised Sun of righteousness, even as 
the sun of this world then began to ascend in his course through the signs emblematizing 
the manifestations of his great prototype. 

While all the positive evidence that can be collected is for this day being indeed the day of the 
birth of Christ, only guesses and conjectures, chiefly occasioned by the gradual recession of the 
equinoxes, are against it. How fine an emhlllm, bow beautiful an analogy would they destroy, and 
for what? but that so many commentators and chronologists love darkness better than light l 

The increasing light and warmth, the returning life attending the sun's arising from the 
winter solstice, ought every returning year to make us feel what with our lips we acknowledge, 
"Unto us a child is hom, a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord." 

On the midnight of this day, not only did the constellation Virgo with the branch, the seed, 
arise, but it was followed by the Northern Crown 2, the only constellation really resembling what 
it is called, passing vertically ovP.r Bethlehem. 

NOTE ON SOLSTICE. 
In the early ages of astronomy the winter solstice did not take place In Capricorn, b11t when 

the solstice reached that sign He whom it typified was to be bom. The Spirit of prophecy alone 
could declare this ; but whether He had made it known to those holy men to whom tradition 
attributes the invention of the signs is not declared in Scripture. In the ancient emblem, the 
Kid or Lamb of sacrifice ia united to the body of the fish, the type of the Church. When the 
suo, at the winter solstice in those stars, reached the point from whence be should begin to arise 
and commence a new and still brightenipg course, cheering and enlightening the world, then the 
promised Sun of righteousness began to rise ou the earth. Ancient authorities having said the 
Incarnate Word was bom on the day of the winter solstice, then called the 25th of December, on. 
that day the Christian Church bas long kept it. Though the solstice has now receded to the 
21st, perhaps on the 25th the day first perceptibly increases; therefore the memorial is still 
applicable. 

I Dr. Jarvis, p. 638, where it is N.so aaid, " In Tertulliao's book against Marcion, he uses these 
words: 'Finally, concerning the census (or enrolment) of Augustus, which the Roman archives 
preserve as a faithful witness of our Lord's nativity.' Again he says, Christ 'was enregiatered, 
namely by Mary (for He was of the country of Bethlehem, and of the house of David), as among 
the Romans she is described in the census, Mary from whom Christ is born.' " 

2 It is asserted by ancient writers that Nimrod caused a diadem to be made for himself in 
imitation of it. 

s 2 
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ON THE SIGN ARIES. 

FaoK all antiquity this sign has been figured as the eacrificial Lamb or Ram, and 
names meaning wounded and slain have been annexed to its principal stars 1• So it has 
been figured, and so named, by nations who never heard of the Jewish P8811over, and 
long before that observance was ordained. 

The Jewish, and apparently the patriarchal calendar, was kept regular by ocular de­
monstration of the new moons, and by reckoning twelve months to one year, and thir­
teen to the next. The twelfth moon was called Abib, supposed to be from the 
swelling of the grains of young com; the thirteenth, Nishan, or second, reduplicated 
year or month. The first record of the reckoning by months is that of Noah, by 
number 2• By the time of Moses, the name A bib seems to have been in use; it is used 
by Moses, Exod. xiii. 4, as well known to those he addressed. The spring equinox 
had at that time receded into the sign Aries, but no allusion to it is made in the insti­
tution of the Passover; by the time of the coming of Him whom the Passover typified, 
it had receded to the spot where are still to be found the star named El Nath or Natik, 
the pierced, wounded, or slain, and the mansion of the moon, AI Sheratan, the bruised, 
wounded. The emble~ and the names existing before what they indicate took place 
were prophetic, and are among the many proofs from prophecy that God is, and hath 
spoken. He commanded Moses so to fix the ordinance of the PaBSover, that during the 
darkness at the crucifixion, the star so named would be seen close to the sun and the 
whole of the constellation Aries 1, He who cometh, would appear around it. Man could 
not arrange this coincidence, man could not predict it, but God by Moses prefigured it; 
the Iauth was yearly slain for 1500 years, when the sun was among those stars, but the 
equinox had not yet receded thither; seasons, months, and years may vary, but the 
solstice and the equinox never; different stars are behind the sun at those moments 
in the lapse of centuries, but man cannot mistake the day when the shadows no longer 
lengthen, but begin to contract, nor that when day and night are equal. These uni­
versally perceptible and unalterable anniversaries, by divine appointment marked, fore­
showed the two great events ih the history of man, the birth and death of the Messiah. 

The day appointed for His death had been the day when His incarnation was an­
nounced to the bleued Virgin. So the Western Church held for 400 years without 
hesitation, for during nearly that time the Roman records were preserved, and were open 
to that investigation which it is evident the early Latin Church, and by their own account 

1 In the ancient Egyptian circular zodiac of Dendera the sign is figured as the Lamb, being 
without the horns of the Ram. 

' Gen. vii. 1 Part II. p. 9. 
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Augustine and Tertullian bad made in them. The Greek Church bad no su~b facilities 
of examining the authentic records, and the Greek computation of time was all con­
fusion till the Julian Calendar bad been adopted ; still the true date of the crucifixion 
was less disguised by the Greeks than that of the nativity, but the wish, almost the 
necessity, of so keeping Easter as to make the day of crucifixion Friday, and of the 
resurrection Sunday, caused differences of opinion th'at led to persecution and blood­
shed. 

It should seem that He who seeth the end from the beginning bad ruled to the pur­
poses of prophecy the placing of these emblems in the zodiac. The symbols them­
selves, and their ancient names, may be referred to mere human wisdom in their adap­
tations to the predictions they were intended to record, but the correspondence be­
tween their purport and the place of the sun in them when the events so typified should 
occur must be the work of the Spirit of prophecy, whether consciously or unconsciously 
guiding those who so arranged them. The sun was in Aries, where the Lamb of sacri­
fice was typified in the stars at the vernal equinox, when the Lamb of the Pase­
over was killed for every family of Israel, and the Lamb of God hung on the cross, 
shedding the blood that speaketh better things than that of Abel. The witness in 
heaven of the Lamb of the Zodiac, corroborated, perpetuated in the intervening time 
by the corresponding types of the Mosaic law, yet stands in proof that God bad spoken. 
To Him alone belongs the knowledge of the times and seasons of fulfilment, even when 
prophecy is most gloriously explicit. He only could so direct the observance of the 
passover at the moment when the event it typified should take place. He only could 
have ruled the purpose of the inventors of astronomy, to place the emblematic sign 
where the sun should be when the event typified should arrive. 

By divine command to Moses, the first ordinance of the Levitical law, the slaying 
of the Paschal Lamb, was to be when the sun was in Aries, in the figure of the 
Lamb, or young ram, in the time of Moses being in the month called Abib, when 
the firstfruits, the earliest ears of com, were gathered; then the new moon, so 
called, was beginning to take place among the stars of Aries; fifteen hundred years 
afterwards, the sun's place was in the head of Aries at the :full moon of that month· 
On the morning of the resurrection of our Lord, the firstfruits of earth's harvest were 
offered in the temple; and the bright star in Virgo 1 called Spica, and Subilon the ear of 
corn, had shone on that solemn hour when the seed of the woman arose, the firstfruits 
from the dead. The star in Coma, then bright, though now long lost to view, which has 
been thought the star of the Magi •, also shone on that accomplishment of prophecy; the 
moon, full among the stars of Libra, the sign typifying the now completed redemption, 
might dim, but not eclipse its radiance. 

Wherever the zodiac is found, it always begins with Aries, even among those nations 
who have commenced their year at other parts of its circle, as the Chinese in 15° Aqua­
rius, the Jews, their civil year in 1° Virgo. The lunar zodiac also invariably began in 
Aries. At the time when the Chinese made use of both these zodiacs, no natural 
epoch, neither solstice nor equinox, occurred in Aries; none such took place there 
when Moses appointed the sacred year of the Hebrews to begin with the new moon of 
the month Abib. 1490 years afterwards the spring equinox had receded from Taurus 
to the head of Aries, the sun was at or near the stars called El Nath and Natik, the 
wounded, the slain; the moon in the lunar mansion AI Sheratan, the bruised, the wounded, 
names transmitted by the Arabs, unconscious or careless of their meaning. Then the 

I Page 16, Second Part. 2 Page 104, Second Part. 
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Lamb of God was slain, and the sun was darkened at noon-day, where the Lamb of the 
signs had so long prefigured the awful sacrifice. 

The sun's place at the time of the crucifixion was undoubtedly in the head of Aries 
at any part of the time by which chronology varies. Whether exactly over, or only 
near the stars called AI Sheratan, El Nath, and Natik, they would be hid by his rays. 
The li!J" was adapted to the senses of mankind, rather than to the calculations 
of mathematicians. 

We are not told in Scripture that it was by divine direction the inventors eo placed 
that sign, but tradition names among them the prophet Enoch, by whose prevision a 
coincidence might be prepared, which no unassisted human intellect could have antici­
pated. If Abel's sacrifice gave the type, the position of the sign gave the time of its 
fulfilment; only the Spirit of _prophecy which foretold by Enoch the coming of the 
Lord to execute judgment could so have indicated it. 

NOTES. 

Tertullian, addressing the Roma11 rulers, says, " you have in your archives the relation of that 
phenomenon," the darkness at the crucifixion. Also that Pilate had announced "all these 
things concerning Christ to Tiberius Cresar 1." He says elsewhere, reasoning with the Jews 
concerning the seventy weeks of Daniel, that the Messiah had been cut off as had been foretold 
under Tiberius Ca:sar, Rubellius Geminus and Fufius Geminus being consuls, in the month of 
March, in the season of the Passover, on the eighth day before the calends of April (March 25), 
on the first day of unleavened bread, in which it had been commanded they should kill the 
Lamb. 

Lactantius, writing about 312, confirms this testimony, saying that Christ waa crucified" in the 
fifteenth year of Tiberius, the two Gemini being consnls." 

St. Augustine asserts that it was most certainly known that the aunanciation and the crucifixion 
both took place on the 25th of March, also that He was born on the 25th of December, in the 
thirty-third year of the reign of Herod, Sabinus and Rufinus being consuls. He also says, that 
from the giving of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost to the ides of May in the consnlship of 
Honorius and Eutydianus 365 years are found, by the enumeration of the consuls, to have been 
completed. 

The list of consnls as corrected by Victorious, a great mathematician, who waa at Rome A.D. 
455, gives the Gemini as the consnls under whom our Lord was crucified. 

Dr. Jarvis gives these dates. In March, year of Rome, 747, Augustus shuts the temple of 
Janus. Birth of Christ, 747. Universal peace. Baptism, January 6, year of Rome, 777. 
Crucifixion, March 26, 780. Ascension, May 6, 780. Aged 33 and 3 months. Crucified on 
the anniversary of the Annunciation. 

NOTE ON THE PASSOVER. 

" If it was said by the Gentile authorities that our Lord ate the Passover on 7'lltlrlday 
evening, the Jews would say it was Friday evening. Evening came before morning." But it 
was the true time, astronomically. 

When Victorious and others say the Passion of our Lord commenced on the Thursday e'l'ening, 
they mean by His agony in the garden, when His sufferings began, and when the Jewish nation's 
day of preparation began with its evening. But it was the true Passover day, beginning with 
the evening. 

The Greek Church held in opposition to the Latin, that the Passover was kept two days 
together in the year of our Lord's crucifixion. Many learned men have held the same opinion 2 • 

It is thus explained: :Maimonides says the feasts of the Jews were sanctified not by a calendar, 
but by the heavens. In the Talmud of Babylon, and by Maimonides it is recorded that " the 
senate, on the . 30th day of the month, sat in the outer court of the temple ; if no approved 
witnesses came to say that they had seen the new moon, the next day was called the 31st of 
the preceding month, and the feast appointed accordingly. If afterwards credible witnesaee 
reported having seen the new moon on the 30th, the senate was bound to alter the appointment. 

• Phlegon on the Olympiads records the darkness, saying, " stars were seen in the heavens." 
2 Munster, Scaliger, Casaubon, &c. In this case the Eastern Church on this point may be 

the best authority from the local traditions. 
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This they did not always do, and the nation 1 sometimes differed as"to the time of keeping the 
passover.'' Of course the new moon having been seen, the first day was astronomically correct; 
on thst day, beginning with the evening '• our Lord ate the passover with His disciples. In 
its morning, He, the true Lamb of God, was nailed to the cross at the exact time when the lamb 
of the daily offering was slain in the temple, on the passover day. The lamb of the evening 
eacrifice was slain when the sun began to decline ; then the noon-day darkness fell on the nation 
who were slaying the lamb of the passover, while the true Lamb of God was dying on the cross. 
At the ninth hour, when the evening sacrifice was wholly consumed, incense was burnt on the 
golden altar; then our Lord resigned His Spirit, His eacrifice was completed, and the veil of the 
temple, before which the priest was officiating, was rent in. twain. 

The difficulty here removed, the Jews and other objectors often bring forward in argument. 

NOTE ON THE NAMES IN THE SIGN ARIES. 

The Greek word, ar1, a lamb, though not used for this sign, yet by the roots to which it may be 
referred, meaning coming quickly, connects the Latin Aries with the Semitic Taleh and Amroo 
by the simifar sense of coming forth. The Egyptian name in this sign, Ammon, signifies true, 
faithful, the appointed, the established, the atedfast, as is shown by the Noetic or Hebrew root 
I:IK. The hieroglyphic name for the first deean is set, appoi•ted. The truthfulness of the lamb 
does not characterize the ram. The ancient oriental names are all the lamb, and the figure in 
the Dendera zodiac having no horns is also the lamb, but the Egyptian idol called Ammon had 
horns, which are found on medals of Alexander, as claiming a divine origin from Jupiter Ammon. 
The Greeks and Romans also fell into this corruption of the original emblem, giving the horns 
and the name of the ram to the lamb of ancient astronomy. 

ArB and Aries, from the root ar, mean to come, or flowing forth as light or water; kir in 
krirtl, to come as in a circle. The termination ea, 011 or 111, might be from the Semitic or Noetic 
root wn, to Auten, come quickly.-Isa. viii. 3. 

In words apparently synonymous it has often been shown that there are shades of meaning. 
In Taleh the shade of meaning is coming forth from abot1e aa the dew ; in Am roo and the 

Chaldee Emmer, it is comi•g forti& u a brancll; Amin, a branch, being especially a palm­
branch, the well-known emblem of Him who was to come, recognized as such, when strewed 
before Him at His entry into Jerusalem .. Amnos, another name of a lamb not found in the 
sign, meaning truthful, is the Lamb of the Gospel; while Arnion, who cometh, is the Lamb of 
the Apocalypse. 

It is to be remarked that the Syriac name of the sign, Amroo, is the word Died in the Syriac 
Gospel of St. John '• being from the root Amar. to spring forth as a branch, a palm-branch. 

Tametouris Ammon, the Coptic, supposed to be the ancient Egyptian, is translated by Montucla, 
the reign of Ammon; the S in the root Shur, dominion, being changed to T, as in Taurus, &c. 
Ammon, as is well known, was the Egyptian ram or lamb •. 

The English name lamb, contains a Noetic root lam, meaning mild, gentle. Ram is the 
root we find in Abram, high or great, whence were named Romulus a11d Rome. 

Mesartim, the binding, the place of binding, or of those that are bound, refers to the fishes of 
Pisces, whose band is continued to and held by the forefoot of .Aries, and Cetus the sea-monster, 
the band round whose neck is also so held. 

El Nath is used by Chaucer as the name of a spring star. 
El Natik, the pierced or slain, applies equally to the lamb of Abel's eacrifice and the Lamb of 

God, whom it prefigured. 
Deltoton, the Triangle, was said by the ancient Greeks to contain the name of the Deity, and 

to be a most divine emblem. 
Albumazer records that the first Decan of Aries in the ancient Persian and Indian spheres, 

was a throned woman called the daughter of splendour, evidently Cassiopeia. 
Shedar, who sets free, is in Arabic peculiarly applied to a woman setting free her hair; such 

appears to be the action of the figure of Cassiopeia. 
Dupuis aays, "the Persians called the sign .Aries the Lamb; when the sun entered Aries they 

had a feast called Neuronz, a few days before they had the Feast of the Cross'.'' 

NOTE ON THE DATE OF THE ANNUNCIATION. 

The great French astronomers of the eighteenth century wrote thus:-" Le jour auivant Ia 
conjonction moyenne de Ia lune au solei!, annee de Ia naissance de Jesus Christ, 26 Mars, qui 

1 Maimonides and the Gemara. t Gen. i. 
3 John i. • Page 9, Second Part. 
1 Probably the constellation of the Southern Cross, viaible at that time, in that latitude. 
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aelon l'ancienne tradition dtP l'Egliae. rapporte par St. Augudne, fut I.e jour meme de l'mear­
nation de Jesu CluUt, fut aussi le jour de Ia premiere pbue de Ia June, et par couaeqaent 
il fut le 1 jour du mois selon l'WIIIgO des HebrellX, et le premier jour de 1'111111ee ~ qui par 
l'institotion dime deYoit ClOIDmencer par le premier mois du printema, et le 1 jour d'une 
graude aunee dont l'epoque naturelle est le conoours de l'equinoxe moyen et de Ia conjondion 
moyenue de Ia 1une aYec le eoleil. Ce conoours termina done les periodes luni-eolaires des 
siecles precedens et fut nne epoque d'oli commen~ un noUYel ordre des 8ieclee."-La Loubere.. 

NOTE FROM DR. CUDWORTH'S "TRUE NOTION OF THE LORD'S SUPPER." 

" The Greek Church held in oppo8ition to the Latins that tbe JIII890"'!!' was kept the yeu of 
our Sa'rionr'a deatb on two days together. Many learned men, as Munster, Scaliger, Casaubon, 
&c., have 8ince closed with the Greeks. How might this legally be done ? and the true answer 
must be derived from tbe manner of determiuing the beginning of their months in nse at that 
time, which was according to the phasis ef the moon, for they had then no calendar as a rule 
to llanctify their feasts, but tbey were sanctified by the heavens, as the Misnah speaks. This 
is cleu-ly stated by Maimon (Kiddusb Hacchodesh), who haYing spoken of the rules of obeening 
the phasis adda that these were neYer made nse of 8ince tbe Sanhedrim ceased in Israel after 
the destruction of the temple. Since that time they have used a calendar calculated according to 
the middle motion of the moon, except the Karaites, whom they abhor for giYing it np. The 
manner of reckouing by the phasis is thus described in the Talmud of Babylon (600 A.D.), in 
Rosh Hashanah, and by Maimon in Kiddosb Hachad. In the great or outer oomt of the 
temple, there was a house called Beth-jazek, where tbe senate sat all tbe 30th day of the month 
to receive the witneases of the moon's appearance; if there came approYed witntlsses on the 30th 
day, then the chief men of the senate stood up and pronounced, Mokaddoeb, it is sanctified, 
whereupon notice was giYen to all the country. But if when the consistory had sat all the 30th 
day there came no approYed witnCIIIICS, then they made an intercalation ol one day in the 
former month, and decreed the following 31st day to be the calends, and yet notwithstanding 
if afterwards witnesses credibly testified haYing seen the phasis in due time, the aenate waa 
bound to alter the begiuning of tbe montb and reckon it a day sooner, from the 30th : here we 
see how the ditJ'erellce of a day might arise about the calends of a month, on which the feuta 
depended, Now it was a cnstom among the Jews, in such doubtful casea, to permit tbe feasta 
to be eolemuized, or passo•era killed, on two ICYeral ~ys together. Maimon affirms, that in the 
remoter parte of tbe land of lsnel, they kept the feast of the new moon two days together, -y, 
in Jerusalem itself, they kept the new moon of Tisri, which was the beginuing of the year, twice, 
Je.t they should be mistaken in it; and in the Talmud ( Gemarah Bosh Hashanah, c. i.) we ha•e 
an instance of the passo•era bein« kept two days together, becanse tbe new moon was doubtful, 
-y, the Rabbinical Jews themaelves ati1l keep the pasaover twe days together iUdma c~, 
as the learned author of the Jewish Synagogue reports, and Scaliger also, not only of tbM, but 
also of the other feasts ; • Judlei poet institutionem hodiaoui computi eandem eolemuitatem. 
celebrant biduo, propterea quod mensam incipient a medio motu lun.e. ltaque propter dubium 
oonjundionis luminarium, Pascha celebrant 13 et 16 Nisam, Penteooeten 6 et 7 Sivan,IICIIIlopegia 
15 et 16 Tisri, idque vocant featum aecnndum exailionlm.' 

"Thus oar Sariour might eat tbe passoYer, and yet Himaelf be otrered up at tbe very time when 
the Paschal lambs were sacrificed at the temple ; the third hour, nine in the morning, the time of· 
otrering the lamb of the daily otrering, He was nailed to the cross ; at the sixth there was dark­
nesa until the ninth; on tbe pasao•er day they anticipated tbe kilfing tbe CYeuing sacrifice, 
which on other days was done at half-past ·two, and otre:red at half-past three, bat now on 
accoant of the number of Paschal lambs to be slain. was done as soon as the ll1lll began to 
decline, becanse the blood of the daily laCI'ifice must be aprinlded before tbat of the Puchal. 
The darknC89 therefore when the blood of the enning sacrifice and Paschal lambs was otrering 
may be considered as a token that they were now rejected. At the uinth hour, when tbe i.ncenae 
was to be burnt on tbe golden altar, which was done when the sacrifice was wholly consumed, 
Jesus expired, and the nil of the temple was rent, before which stood the golden altar where 
the priest was officiating. The following sabbath St. John calla a mgll day ; the same word 
is used by the Septuagint, Isa. i. 13, for the calling of asaemblies, namely, on the first and lat 
days of tbe solemn feasts, which plainly points out this sabbath as being the first day of un­
leavened bread, and consequently tbat the passonr had been eaten on the preceding night. 
The next day when our Lord rose from the grave was the second day of unleavened bread, 
8ixteenth Nitiam, on . which tbe wawe sheaf a, tbe firstfrnits of the hanest, was to be presented 
before God. On the mCJII'Ow of the seventh aabhatb, Pentecost, tbe waYe Joana were otrered. 
Exod. xxiii. 16, ' firstfruits of thy labours.' 

"The Jews haTe often with this dilliculty perplexed the Christian oppoJNIJt."-Chriatian 
ObserYer, 1803. 

I Applied to the Resurrection by Kennedy, Astr. Chro., alluded to by St. PauL 
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MAZZAROTH; 
OR, 

THE CONSTELLATIONS. 

"Canst thou bring forth Mazzaroth in his season ?"-Jou xxxviii. 32. 

THIRD PART. 

~n~li nf tyt ~lnndnr~ Wttk, 
AS NAMED AFTER THE SUN, MOON, AND J:o'IVE PLANETS. 

Ttzu tDh~rt 
Engliah and German and 

Scandina11ian Name11 of Plane/a 
thewordorit• HebrtvJ 

Roman Namea. Anglo-Sa.ron Scandinavian· root ;, Ultd in orNottlc or Deitiea. thil 1n1" in Namea. Namea. I he HtbrtvJ rootl. 
Biblt. 

Dies Solis, I Sunday. Sonntag. Sonne, Arab. sense, ahining. 
Day of the Sun. Sunnen-d~eg. scarlet Josh. 2. 18. ')11' 

Dies Lnn~e, Monday. Montag. Mone *, andMonath, companion, 
Day of the Moon. Monan-daeg. moon, 8(c. brother Job 30. 29. MK 

Dies Martis, Tuesday. Dienstag. {Tyr, who teara. wounds Nom. 6. 5. ,vn 
Day of Mars. Tiwes-d~eg. Tyersdag, Ice-

landic. 
l Tuisco, who deli11era, 11a11e11. 2Kgs:l9.19. ;"1~"" 

Dies Mercurii, Wednesday. Mittwoche. Woden, J coming, paaaed Job 28. 8. rl.,ll 
Day of Mercury.,Wodnes-daeg. Wodens- or or Odin tor ruling. Lord Ps. 110. 1. )1"T 

Odinstag. 
Dies Jovis, Thursday. Donnerstag. Tho f gi11ing light. light Gen. l. s. ,,K 

Day of Jupiter. Thowres-d~eg Tborsdag. r, I who bruiaea. wounds Nom. 6. 5. ,lin 
Dies Veneris, I Friday. Freitag. Freiya,fertile, bearing fruit. 

Day of Venus. Frig-d~eg. Freyasdag. fruitful Gen. 8.17. n,l'l 
Dies Satumi, Saturday. Sonnabend. Sater, lliding, aheltering. hide Ps. 17. 8. ,no 

Day of Satum. Sletur-d~eg. 

* In deriving Moon from nK, IJ servile must be prefixed, and 1 postfixed, as frequently occurring, 
and exemplified in the Engliah word mine, where the pronoun I takes both these additions, as 
also in the Greek ,..., .. ,,. 

It appears from the most ancient records, that among all nations the period of seven days 
was used from time immemorial. It is traced in the account given of the Deluge in the book of 
Genesis 1, and in the scarcely less ancient book of Job 2• By the Hebrews, Arabs, and Persians· 
the seven days were distinguished, as in the history of the creation, by numbers, as day one, &c., 
-a form considered to be of the highest antiquity. It may be seen in the Syriac calendar•, as 
used by the ancient Hebrews, the Syrians, Arabians, Persians, and Ethiopians : " one from the 
Sabbath, two from "the Sabbath, &c., till the sixth, eve of the Sabbath; and the seventh the Sab­
bath, the real." The Assyrians, Babylonians, Egyptians, Chinese, and the nations of India, were 
acquainted with the seven-days' division of time, as were the Druids. It has been traced in the 
interior of Africa, and among the American nations of the west. The word week •, ln, are­
turning period, first occurs in Gen. uix. 27 : that it there meant the seven-days' week may be 
seen by a reference to Jndges :.riv. 12. 

There is nothing in nature to acconnt for this division of time by sevens. Those writers who 
refer it to the moon's motion ronnd the earth seem never to have observed that the new moon 
always falls abont one day later in the week in each lunation : there being twenty-nine days 

1 Gen. viii. 10, II. 2 Job i. 6, and ii. l, where the Hebrew is the day. 
1 Bp. Marsh, Michaelis. 
• Week, Woche, German, &c., from pn, an ordinance, Exod. xii. 14. 17, and Day, Dreg, 

D~eg, Dies, from ll,., which appears and makes appear, makes known. Exod. xviii. 16. 

PART III. B 
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2 DAYS OJ' THE PLANETARY WEEK. 

and a half between each new moon, it can never happen on that day fov weeb, withont which 
no ncb d!Yialon could have been deviled. 

The flnt man on the fint day of his existence would eee the no, traditionally said to have 
been in Leo at hie creation. He wu divinely directed to give names to visible things, and 
he would name this moat gloriona object, probably calling it Chres (Hhres), the warm; for after 
ita setting on his flnt evening the night would be cool, ita retlll'n in the morning would bring 
warmth, and that name -m• the moat widely difl'naed among hie posterity. Perhaps on that 
flnt morning's dawn, wholly engroaaed in anticipatiog the retlll'n of the sun, he would not 
obaene the moon, near ita change, and lost in hil increuing aplendov, until the eecond day, 
when ho might see it in Cancer, pale in the golden glow, and call it Lebana, the white. 

It might not be long before he obaened the movements of the planets among the fixed 
stan. If man wu created when the sun wu quitting Leo for Virgo, Man if in Aries would be 
very bright, and ita motion soonest perceptible, the lint luminary discovered to be a planet. If 
Mercury were in Virgo, it would be perceptible for a while in the evening twilight, and then 
dlaappearing provo ltlelf a planet. Jupiter in Sagittarina would be splendid in the midnight 
sky 1 V tnue in Libra, towards the morning ; and Satlll'n (Sabbatei, the star of rest), perhaps 
flnt obaened near Jupiter in the midnight on the Sabbath, distingnished as a planet by ita pale 
orb, Ita movemtnt u yet imperceptible. 

These ~~ are called in utrological tradition the h- of theee planets. If they were first 
obaervt>d in them, a reuon may be giYen for that apportionment, for which none other has eYer 
been alleged. The euceeeaion of the planetary names in the week, 88 found in all ages and 
clima'", may al8o be accounted for by the planets having been first recognized in that order. 
If by Adam, u here Sllft'8Sted, and from him made !mown to Noah, the wide difl'wlion of the 
traditional sui."'Ol88ion may be undentood, which is otherwise uninteiJisible, neither accordiDg 
with magnitude, bri(htness, nor time of re.vlution. 

In the arrangement of these planets so 88 to be discovered in this order, there might be Wre­
Niown the coune of prophecy : tho sun in daily return proclaiming that He who wu to come, 
shall rome, shall go, and ehall return ; the moon, that even in His abaence His light shall illu­
ntina~ the darkness of the earth; Man, by all his equivalent names exprelliDg that He should 
bNiae the enf'my, but Himaelheoeive the wounds beheld by the prophet, with which He should 
be wounded in the house of Ria friends'; in Met'CIII')', the consoling prospect that He should 
return with int.easifled luetre; in Jupiter, tJie reign of truth and righteo- ; in V eaus, the 
beauty of His sisteNpoue' the Church; in Saturn, the rest that ahall.-in for the people 
of God. 

The t1ro t.miliea, the children of laac and of lshlllllel, immediate d-ante of Abraham, to 
whom the transD\is!lion of uiJ'onumy is attributed, never gave tJH. DUDea to the 8I!Yell days of 
their ~.which they clistiquished, IICCOI'Ciing to the primitive paUI!m [m Gen. i.), by numbss; 
blat amonc the EnJ)Iians and the people of India this~ is of undeCiDed antiquity. From 
the EcYptians the-Romans are said to ba'<'e adopted these appeUatioas in the third ceotmy of 
OQr -, whea their CODquesb had broapt them into daily in~ with the nations wbo 
divich>d their time by ,_a, of which origUial institution the Romans had retained but a ft!Jl'1 

tlllnt tnditiOIIl. Tbe ~ nations amonc whom 'tl"e find it - the - names for planeca 
and for deit*. _.ty ~blin« in mythotop.l attributes thOR of the ~ natious from 
whoa dw-y had early ~. takiD« their ClOilne throap W'e!III8U India towvds the North. 
~ cnditiou and the roats ot the ~ of these Semitic ....._ -Y be tnced in tJtc.e of 
tile mt. no in~ Evope from ibe Non!a. from the ti- ot the abephmt kinp ill Ecpt, 
till tJw. ~tn-r..u of tile Westem Empire. SiDce these natioDs lillne bepD to c:diftle 1eU1en. 
OMs R...tbtd:, - of their early writes. in his J1*iotic _....._ far die pn. of his -, dai_. tor dlea the in-tieD of 8lbollomy ~ dioeir sojcNna ill 1M ~ Nord~, 
~die---- of die -m.c en m ~ o.e ~ ot tm. ..tapcation may ..tice 
~ .....- oa w\at. -bstaatill fbudatioa it. !Cood. ~ lloe t>aJ!I, .,... to .,_ dlat -
dlildNa -..,. ~ balM u. .- thawiJI« m.s. It is. ~~o_.. -ply JII'O'ftd dl8t- o1 the 
~tt o( :SaM~- 10 ~ fCqat 1M..._ of dioeir foatt6odMss as 10 ._.the op­
~of....U.~ it. 11le"ftl1•~ of~ gtl\le& ...._._.oldie two llriPt 
Man tMt .art die ...... o( die'&-of~ ..... dley ...... dley- teia ~ 
~ill.- oa _.. W bela~ to Ilea-. 1'\e "::!:I......,._....., .AiaDa, 
~ <U-.Mes 1ritil • s-ilir l:l"nt, ~ ud :'QP • 

. \~ -..c-, die~~.-.-~ d..- of die 1Dn. -a tM Bellrews, 
~ ..-- - ~ .- ~,.... nn tlw! - .._ 10 -espcw1. ... aat 
.. ._ die - <'I the ton,-. ud iw ,.._.. 10 tile. of 1M.-. dlat ..... .... 
~- 10 .... ~of ... ~ ... --- old.. ........ of die oeloellial....W... • ._._~"*'as m d.. a- of J<lb..- W ~en pay ....tw -• die Ol'fJs of 
..__ .. ~a *ir'-i&lc-s ... IC.'--.dlis urm-todl.~ofdleweek be 
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DAYS OF THE PLANETARY WEEK. 8 

of later origin Uld interior authority, still the arrangement of the names in the order here shown 
to be accordant with prophecy, may have been part of the leeeon of divine truth, intended by 
the early fathers of mankind for their posterity, to be nightly read in the golden character8 of 
the sterry heaven : an arrangement commemorating at once the order of their appearing to the 
eyes of man, and the development of those promises on which bang the hopes of his future 
destiny, aolving the great enigma of the reetol'lltion of a ruined world. 

NOTES. 

"Assyrians, Alabians, Egyptians, Persians had the week.'' (Diet. Belles Lettr.) 
The Brabmina, Singalese, Uld Siamese have the week, naming the days from the planets in the 

!Uual order, but beginning the week on Friday. 
" The division of time into weeks m:tends from the Christian states of Europe to the remote 

shores of Hindostan, and has equally prevailed among the Hebrews, the Egyptians, Chinese, 
and northern harbarians-nationa aome of whom had little or no intercourse with the others." 
(Home's Introduction.) . 

The division into years, months, and days depended on natural causes ; but that into weeks is 
not so dependent, four weeks not being exactly equal to a lunar revolution ; a tradition older 
than the dispersion of mankind can alone account for it, that tradition being of the seven days or 
periods of creation. 

" This division of time was universally observed among the descendants of Noah.'' 
The ancient Jews reckoned the month from the actual appearance of the moon, and con-

tinued ao to do till their dispersion. · 
"The seven-days' cycle was not adopted from any thing in nature.'' 
" Some writers, as Acosta and Humboldt, find its origin in the seven planets as known to the 

Ulcients, from the planetary names of the days of the week ; but these were not used by the 
Hebrews." 

"The division of time into weeks of seven days was not peculiar to the Jews, bnt was a 
universal custom, and much older thiUI the time of Moses." " The planetary names of the days 
of the week were not so ancient or so universal as the week.'' (D. M'Donald, Creation and 
Fall.) He controverts the theory of ldeler, that the week was inveflted as the fourth of the 
lunar period, as the week is not the exact fourth, and consequently the new moon takes place on 
continually varying days of the week. This may be shown by any almanack. 

" The ancient Persians, the nationa of India, and the old German tribes regarded seven as a 
sacred number'.'' 

Hesiod, Homer, and Callimachus apply the epithet holy to the seventh day. Eusebina de­
clares that almoet all the philosophers and poets acknowledge the seventh day as holy; and 
Porphyry states that the Phceniciana consecrated one day in seven as holy •: but these were qfter 
Moses. 

The Egyptians were acquainted with the seven-days' cycle, so were the Assyrians, the Baby­
lonians, the Chinese, and the nations of India. Traces of the same usage have also been de­
tected by Oldendorf among the tribes of the interior of Africa. It has also been met with among 
those of America. 

Josephus affirms that there was scarcely any Greek or barbarian but in some degree acknow­
ledged or conformed to a seventh-day's cessation from labour. Lucian says it was given to 
school.boys as a holiday. 

Its antiquity and universality show beyond all question that the notion was not borrowed from 
a Jewish source or Mosaic institutions, but had an origin anterior to both. 

A recent writer speaks of " the ancient and almost universal belief that the week of creation 
was in brief the type of the great week of the world; that is, that the six working days of the 
creation-week correspond to the six thousand working days of the wor•d ; and that as the former 
ended in the Sabbath day of rest, the latter will cnlminate in the Sabbath of a six thousand years, 
-what St. Paul calls aaf3{3araap~, 'the rest that remaineth for the people of God.'" (Bchool 
of the Prophets, 7imu, Nov. S, 1869.) 

This analogy has been thus further carried out. On the first day, and for the first thousand 
years, light shone upon the earth. On the second day the waters were divided from the waters, 
as in the second thousand years the servants of God were divided from those who served Him 
not, as at Babel, and as Abraham from the Canaanites. On the third day the earth brought 
forth trees and herbs, as in the third thousand years the world was peopled. On the fourth day 
the luminaries of heaven shone forth, as in the fourth thousand years, first the revelation by 
Moeea, and then that of Christianity came forth, typified by the sun, as the Church by the 
moon. On the fifth day a higher and more abundant creation took place on the earth, as in the 
fifth thousand years the world was more widely inhabited and peopled. On the sixth day a still 
nobler creation took place, completed in man, as in the sixth thouaand years more enlightened 

T Winer, Bib. R. W. • Cox, Bibl. Ant. 
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4 DAYS OF THE PLANETARY WEEK. 

Christianity has prevailed, and, it is hoped, will be succeeded by a plll'el' still, on which the rest 
of the millennial reign will descend, giving peace to the suffering and troubled earth. This 
glorious prospect may add hope and happiness even to the blessed institution weekly restoring 
the mind and body of wearied humanity, where its divine wisdom is duly appreciated. 

" The week t was not in the calendar of the Greeks, who divided the month into three periods 
of teo days; and it was not adopted by the Romans until the time of Theodosius, in the latter 
part of the fourth centuey of our era. There is properly no word in the Latin classics equivalent 
to the term week. Hebdomada signified seven of any thing.'' (Lardner.) 

" Pope Sylvester tried to change the planetary names of the days of the week to numerals; 
but even with his own people he could only succeed in calling the first day Dies Dominica, the 
Lord's day.'' (Polydore Virgil.) 

Some religious persons have bad a great objection to speak of the days of the week by the 
names in common use. Many do not like to call the Lord's Day Sunday, but to those who have 
been brought up so to speak, it may be useful to remember that the Sun is the Scripture 
type or emblem of the manifestation of our Lord Jesuli Christ, the true light, as making Himself 
known to mankind, as it were shining on them. That Oriental name of the Sun, Shemish 10, most 
used in Hebrew and Arabic for the Sun, means ministering, as the Sun ministers light, and as 
Christ's abode on earth is often called His ministry, giving light to the souls as the Sun to the 
bodies of men; but in other Eastern dialects names are used signifying who cometh, another at­
tribute of the Sun peculiarly befitting him as the type of the great theme of prophecy, the Sun of 
righteousness who should arise with healing on His wings, "He who should come 11," 

In calling the next day Monday, or the Moon's day, we may also remember that the Moon is the 
Scriptural type of the visible Church of Christ. · Every day of the week should be in some sort a 
day for the Lord, and the remaining five days bear traces in their names of those ancient pro­
phecies of Christ, from which the Gentiles formed many of their idols. The third day some of 
the Northern nations named after their hero-god, Tuisco, who like Mars 12 was called the god 
of war, but the Oriental root of his name means, who saves; therefore in using our name of this 
day, Tuesday, He might be remembered to whom the name best applies, and from a traditional 
prophecy of whom it originated. Wednesday, called the day of Mercuey, said by the Romans to be 
the son of Jupiter and to have power over the souls of the dead, in many other particulars show­
ing that here too we have a tradition of ancient prophecy concerning Christ, by our Northern 
ancestors was named, as was their demigod or great hero, Woden or Odin, whose name means 
Judge or Lord, and is nearly the same word as that used in Psalm ex. of the Messiah; here again 
let us think of Him, rather than of the heathen hero. Thursday was called by the Northern 
nations the day of their god Thor, the god of heaven, and of thunder and lightning; one mean­
ing of the name Thor is light, but it also means, who bruises or is bruised, as Christ the Seed of 
the woman in the original prophecy, conc~.ming which they evidently had some tradition, bot it 
was also by some understood as referring to light, whence be was considered as the god of the 
Sun and of lightning 13 ; and was not Christ revealed as the true light? John i. 

Friday the Northerns named after a goddess whose Roman name Venus means gracious, or 
beloved, and whose Greek name Aphrodite, and Northern name Freyga or Freya, means, bearing 
fruit, fruitful, as a branch, and from the Northern name of Freya we call this day Friday, on 
which Christ died upon the cross for His people, His Church, whose duty to Him and to each 
other we may remember in so naming the sixth day of the week. 

Saturday was called by the Northern nations the day of their god Sater, a name which means 
to hide, and it may remind us that on this day our Lord's body was hidden in the grave. 

Sorely those Christians who use these names should be glad to remember, that however cor­
rupted to the service of idolatry, they had a foundation in the ancient prophecies still to be 
traced among all the children of Adam u. 

9 The explanation attempted by Dion Cassius is a failure, as is the astrological theory on the 
subject. 

10 Heb. Wl.llll, also Arab., &c. 11 Matt. xi. S. Luke vii. 19, 20. 12 l11l'"· 
11 Of Thor, Verstegen says," On his head he wore a crown of gold, round about and above the 

same were set twelve bright burnished stars, and in his right band he held a kingly sceptre." 
" He caused lightning and thunder.'' " Of the weekly day that was dedicated to his service we 
yet retain the name of Thursday, which the Danes and Swedians do yet call Thor-day. In the 
Netherlands it is called Dundersdag, that is, Thnnder's.day; and in some of onr old Suon 
books I find it to have been written Tbunresdeag.'' Thus the German Donnerstag is accounted 
for. The hammer, the well-known attribute of Thor, which breaks, bruises, has been derived 
from the other possible sense of the name ; and both interpretations would be borne out by the 
prophecy, that He who should give light to the world should be Himself the bruised, and should 
brnise the head of His enemy. 

u See Bp. Horsley's Essay on the Prophecies of the Messiah, &c. 
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DAYS OF THE PLANETARY vr.EEK, 

MEMORIAL LINES FOR THE PLANETARY WEEK, AS CONNECTED WITH 
PROPHECY. 

Sunday, think of Him who rose, 
Who comes again even as He goes ; 
Monday, think how in His light 
His faithful Church is calm and bright ; 
Tull!day, of His pierced side, 
Wounded for His sister-bride; 
Wednesday, of His sure return, 
Soon may we that day discern ; 
Thursday, of His truth and love 
Shining on us from above ; 
Friday, of His hour of anguish, 
Lest our love of Him should languish; 
Saturday, His silent grave, 
Dying those He loved to save. 

NAMES OF THE DAYS OF THE PLANETARY WEEK OF THE BRAHMINS', 
AS GIVEN BY LE GENTIL. 

Tu:ll. 

Fridav. Soucra Varam *,Venus' day, morning twilight. Cant 6. 10. 
Saturday. Sani Varam, Saturn's day, repo1e, 1leep. Ps. 127. 2. 
Sunday. Aditta Varam, Sun's day, who cometh, ptuleth. Job 28. 8. 
Monday. Soma, Moon's day, who accompanie1. Job 19. 13. 
Tuesday. Mangala, Mars' day, who woundl and il wounded. 

1lricken Isa. 63. 4. 
Wednesday. Bouta', Mercury's day, who comea and goe1. Gen. 19. 1. 

Thursday. Brabaspati, J . ter' d lJri lit * f clear. clear Cant. 6. 10. 
up! s ay, g '\regulated. ordain lsa. 26. 12. 

* Varam, day, from .,.:t. 1, clear, !Jrigllt, aa above. Cant. 6. 10. 

SINGALESE NAMES OF THE DAYS OF THE PLANETARY WEEK, 
AS GIVEN BY LE GENTIL. 

Tu:ll. 

Friday. Sikonra-da, day of Venus, morning dawta. 

Saturday. Sani·soure-da, Saturn. { red Ps. 127. 2. 

" got~erned lsa. 9. 6. 
Sunday. lri-da, " 

the Sun, who 1endr forth ray1. 1hoot I Sam. 20. 20. 

Monday. Handou, the Moon { ac~ompanying. Job 19. 13. 

" ' gotng forth. paued Job 28. 8. 
Tuesday. Angarbaroura, 

" 
Mars, 1triking. It ric ken Isa. 63. 4. 

Wednesday. Bouda, 
" 

Mercury, aa Bouta. 
Thursday. Bragoura •, 

" Jupiter. glittering Dent. 32. 41. 

H•lwt111 
or 

Noelle 
rnoU. 

,", .,, 
nv 
Mit 

ll» 
lt:l 
,:l 

MDVI 

,:l 

H•lwt111 
or 

No•Uc 
roo II. 

.,", ., 
M,111 n,. 

Mit 

",. 
ll» 

l',:l 

1 Which is begun from Friday. Mahomet seems to have adopted his Friday's Sabbath from 
the Indian week. 

2 From M.:t., Lat. t~ado, ltal. and French tla. 
1 From this root .,.:t. the Latins would have t~erittu, and the Europesn laaguages similar words 

for truth, as being clear. The English word truth was by H. Tooke explained as what man 
troweth, or knows. Is it not rather what God trowetb ? 

• In Bragoura may be traced the Scandinavian deity Braga. 
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6 DAYS OF THE PLANETARY WEEK. 

Da, like our word day, and the Scandinavian Dag, from 11,., to appear, to come forth, to make 
known. 

As the Singalese names difFer from the Brahminlcal, it may be inferred that these were in nae 
before the Hindu conquest of Ceylon. But though difFering in the roots from which the names 
are derived, the similarity of the meaning pointe to a common origin in the tradition of the 
names given by the first inventors of astronomy, transmitted by Noah to his descendants, and 
best preserved by the posterity of Shem, by whose chief dialect they are here interpreted. 

SIAMESE NAMES OF :I'HE PLANETARY WEEK, 

ACCORDING TO LA LOUBJ:BK I, 

Hebr.., 
Tal1. tw 

Noelie 
rnot.. 

Van Athit, day of the Sun, who comea. Job 3. 25. 1'1"11 

" 
Tehan, 

" 
the Moon, who accom-f eompanion Job 30. 29. "'' paniea. l Isa. 53. 4. 11:0 

" 
Augkoan, 

" 
Mars, wounded or wounding. Gen. 12. 11. JI:D 

" Pout, 
" 

Mercury, whu eomea and goea. Gen. 19. 1. 11::1 

Prahaat, Jupiter, bright, elear, who comea. { Cant. 6. 10. .,::l 

" " Job 3. 25. nn11 

" 
Souc, " 

Venus, twilight. Cant. 6. 10. ""Vf 

" 
Saou, " 

Saturn, repoaing. reatoreth Pa. 23. s. ::lVf 

La Loubere gives Pra aa a Siamese name of God. He also says that they apply the epithets 
Bali, Pra, powerful and bright, to whatever they most honour; as, the sun, Pra Athit, the bright 
who cometh; the moon, Pra Tehan. · 

Van, going forth, from 11::1, aa tJenit, Lat., &c. 

MEMORIAL LINES FOR THE DAYS OF THE WEEK, IN ANALOGY WITH 

THOSE OF CREATION. 

Seven days the week for man 
Measuring life's narrow span; 
Seven were the periods named 
In which earth and man were framed; 
Number perfect and complete 
Wherein earth and heaven meet. 
On day One, shone forth the light, 
Earth's tirst millennium saw heaven bright 2• 

The Second day gave separation, 
With Noah's, Abram's revelation. 
Day the Third brought forth on earth 
Plants, the type of human birth. 
Day the Fourth, Sun, Moon appear, 
Christ and His Church proclaiming clear. 
Day the Fifth, the swarming floods 
Show the Church's multitudes. 
Sixth day beasts and man arose, 
Man's high lot the Gospel shows. 
Seventh day man'a rest made known, 
Earth's rest in coming times foreshown. 

1 "Roy. de Siam." 2 2 Pet. iii. 8. 
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lr.i.: 

F•(,fl....,.l. 

John 19.20. 
Mar.l6.J9. 
Mat. 28.18. 
I Cor.l6.25. 
Luke 1.36. 
John 17.12. 
Mat. 25.32. 
Rev. 6. s. 

Mat. I. 21. 
1Tim.2. 6, 
Mat.27.ss. 
John 17. a. 
John 19.s•. 
Acts 2.17. 

Acts 4. s2. 
Rev. 7-9. 

3lltntotia1 Jrinrs, 
ACCORDING TO THE ORDER OF THE SIGNS. 

[These" Lines" are not oft'ered as poetry, but a8 aids to memory.] 

Earlr Pro- Law Pro-
pAtriui• IAt 

ph~citl '" Old Tt1la-ft1ortl or trpe. 
_,_ 

The ram, the Lamb, once slain, but reign. Gen. 22.13. Exocl. 12. 
ing now; Ibid. 8. Isa. 63. 

The bull, his ruling, twins united show Ibid. 17. Ps. 72. 8. 
Ps. 110. Zech. 6. IS. 

The Son of God and man; the crab keeps Gen. 49.10. Isa. 27. s. 
fast; 

The lion rends apart, prevails at last ; Ibid. 9· Exek.l. 10. 
Jude, or 

Enoch. 
The virgin bears the seed ; the balance Gen. 3.15. Isa. 9. 6. 

buys; 
The scorpion wounds ; sent forth, the Ibid. 

Ps. 74. 2. 
Zech.12.10. 

arrow flies ; Gen. 49.10. Exod. 4.13. 
The kid is pierced ; the water rises, flows ; Gen. 4. •; Zech. I 2.10. 

22. 8. 
Ps. 68. 18. Isa. 44. s. 

The fishes multitudes redeemed disclose. Gen. 15. 5. Ezek.47.9. 
Gen. 22.17. 

RtftrnteU ,,. 
IAt NtvJ Tu-
Ia....,. I. 

John 1. 29, 
Rev. 6. 6. 
Rev. 12. 5. 
Mark12.S6. 
John 17.12. 

Rev. 5. 6. 

Mat. 1. 21. 
I Cor.6.2o. 
Luke24.26. 
John 7. 16. 
John 19.u. 

John 4.14. 
Mat. 4. 19. 

MEMORIAL LINES, ACCORDING TO THE COURSE OF PROPHECY. 
By Woman borne, the Branch, the seed; The Fish, His Church in union bound; 
The Balance shows redemption's need ; The Lamb, once slain, but now enthroned; 
The Scorpion wounds He must endure; The Bull the victory shall gain ; 
The Archer tells His coming sure; The Twins, Divine and human reign. 
The Goat, His death in sacrifice; The Crab His sure po88e8sion tella; 
The Water, that He shall arise; His foes then Judah's Lion quella. 

In lectures on astronomy, the speaker, even if undeceived as to the usual meanings attributed 
to the signs, may be disinclined to bring before a mixed audience the higher Scriptural bearing of 
the emblems, thinking it may be right not to hazard any uureverentisl use of sacred names. 
The alternatives aft'orded by parts of Scripture where the emblems are used as types may be 
usefully adopted. It should be made clear that the figures do not represent the person, but the 
actions, the coming and the sacrifice of the promised Redeemer. 

ARIES, The ram, or lamb of Abel's oft'ering and of Abraham's sacrifice. { ~2. ~;. •1 

TAURUS, The bnll of the sin-oft'ering and consecration of Aaron. J Lev. 4. s, 14• l Exod.29.H. 
GEMINI, 

CANCER, 

LBO, 
VI&Go, 

LIBRA, 

ScoRPIO, 

SAGITTARIUS, 

CAPRICOilNUS, 

AQUAR-IUS, 

PISCES, 

The figures being sometimes twin kids, the two goats of the great 
day of Atonement. 

The multitudes of the Jewish and Christian Church, figured in the{ 
great nebula, or cloud of stars, visible to the unassisted eye. 

The lion of the tribe of Judah, their well-known standard. 

Lev. 16. 5. 
Isa. 60. 4. 
Rev. 21. 24. 
Gen. 49. 9. 
Gen. 3. 15. The woman of prophecy, bearing the promised seed. 

The scales of righteousness. { Ps. 62. 9. 
Job 31. 6. 

The enemy trodden under foot. 

The sending forth of the Gospel. 

The goat of sacrifice, the sin-ofl'ering, sinking down as slain. 

{ Gen. 3.15. 
Ps. 91. 13. 

{ Pa. 46. 5. 
Rev. 6. 2. 
Lev. 16. 15. 

The pouring forth of the water of purification. { 

The two fishes, the Church before and after the going forth of{ 
the Gospel; the fish being an ancient emblem of the 
Church. • 

Exod.29.4. 
Isa. 44. s. 
Ezek. 47.9. 
Matt.4.19; 

13. H. 

The pious and learned Dr. Watts has not disdained to put the names of the signs into 
memorial rhymes, but without annexing any explanation to them. 
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mttttnrinl Iittt11 fnr tyr ~nn11tdlntinns. 
Wso would look upon the sky, 
When the stan of night are high, 
Glorious in their sun-bright glance, 
And deem that they were named by chance ? 
0 who would with incurious eyes 
Gaze on the splendour of those skies, 
Or look to earth as those may do, 
The beasts who perish, to whose view 
The midnight stars were never given, 
Death doom'd, nor form'd to gaze on heaven? 
It was not ao in man's first day ; 
Time-honour'd records all convey 
The one tradition ; Man, the same 
To beasts below who gave their name, 
Found names instructive for each light 
That pours its beauty to the night, 
And, Eden lost below, would raise 
The soul to heaven, and there would trace 
Promise of paradise regain'd, 
City of God, by sin unstain'd; 
Reclined in peace 'mid Eden's bowers, 
Its cedar-shades, its streams and flowers, 
But forty days, if 'tis received 
.As Abraham's olfsprinjt long believed, 
To God's command His creatures cleaved. 
Those days, past o'er, begun when shone 
Midsummer's sun with silt"nt Moon 1, 

Once man beheld her lovely light 
Increase and lessen from his sight ; 
But ere full orb'd it rose once m(!re, 
Eden was lost and bliss was o'er. 
All else was changed, without, within, 
Earth felt the curse for human sin, 
But not the everlasting Stars, 
They gleam'd 'mid elemental wars, 
The same as when on Eden shone 
Each radiant orb from aznre throne. 
To them look'd up repentant man, 
And soon in memory began 
To treasure by their changeless orbe 
The promise that hia soul absorbs, 
Of Him, the coming One, to rise 
Even ae those stars in darkening skiee, 
Calling the brighteet by that name, 
" He who shall come," whom all proclaim. 
The glorious Sun he deem'd must show 
His glory who should come even so.­
The changing Moon fit emblem seem'd 
Of fallen man, and man redeem'd, 
Enlighten'd by the living Lord, 
Dark when unmindful of His word, 
And ever in her loved return, 
Bidding new hope within us burn. 
In heaven the Sun's sure path he traced, 
And in its stan twelve emblems placed, 
Dividing them to human sight 
By the full 2 Moon supreme in light. 

I Hid in her silent interlunar cave.-Milton. 
2 Manzi! al KafiUir, Arab. 
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MEMORIAL LINES FOR THE CONSTELLATIONS. 9 

Through these twelve emblems should he go, 
The Sun that lightens all below. 
He the true light on earth to shine, 
Is figured in each mystic sign. 
And first, the Branch, seed to be born, 
The woman and the spike of corn ; 
The ransom next, His loss, our gain; 
The wound foretold, in conflict ta' en ; 
The coming forth as arrow sure ; 
The death the Conqueror must endure; 
The rising water pour'd from high; 
And multitudes in unity ; 
The Lamb enthroned that had been slain, 
But comes again o'er all to reign ; 
The Prince and Ruler over Earth; 
The Son of God, in human birth ; 
The purchased people, countless crowd ; 
The overthrow of rebels proud; 
When final separation comes 
Of good and evil's endless dooms. 

DECANS. 
Stars above and stars below 
Every sign, the heavens do show ; 
There are placed with mother mild, 
Coma, the desired, the child, 
Then beneath, the Centaur, known 
As King man shall despise, disown. 
Bootes, coming ; rising high, 
Arcturus, diamond of the sky. 
The Cross beneath, the Crown above, 
The Victim tells redeeming love. 
The serpent in the Conqueror's grssp, 
And He who kneels as stung by asp, 
With Ophiucbus join'd below, 
His foot upon the reptile foe. 
The Dragon round the pole entwines, 
The Victim's altar faintly shines, 
Above the Eagle rising bright, 
Bearing the harp in victor flight. 
The Arrow sent to give to death 
The falling ~agle seen beneath. 
The Dolphin swift, fit type to be 
Of the sure course of prophecy. 
The Swan returning from afar 
With hastening wing, unsetting star, 
And Pegasus, poetic name, 
The flying horse, alike proclaim 
In clouds He went, He comes the same. 
The Southern Fish, the Church, drinks in 
The living stream that beals from sin. 
The Band the fishes to unite, 
Of old revered, though faint to sight, 
Each night, returning shadows bring 
Cepheus, the branch, the crowned king, 
Andromeda, the chained bride, 
Soon to be raised her Lord beside. 
What he has promised he will do, 
Although the Serpent-foe pursue. 
Then Cassiopeia, Queen so fair, 
Setting free her braided hair. 
Next Medusa's snake-wrestb'd head, 
Whence Algol's changeful beam is shed, 
By Perseus held, who breaks the chain 
And frees his bride from grief and pain. 

PART III. 

}VIRGO. 

J,IBRA. 
ScoRPIO. 
SAGI1TARIUS. 
CAPRICORNUS, 
A~UARIUS. 
PISCES. 

}ARIES. 

TAURUS, 
GEMINI. 
CANCER. 
LEO. 

} CoNSTELLATIONS 

1 WITH 

fVIRGO. 

}LIBRA. 

1 SCORPIO. 

I 
} 8AGITTAlllUS. 

} CAPlltCOllNUS. 

} ........ 

!&-. 
}Auu. 

c 
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10 MEMORIAL LINES 

Orion, splendid, comes in light, 
The swift, the mighty, and the bright; 
Eridanus in winding fold, 
The lliver of the Lord, behold! 
Auriga, the good shepherd there, 
Makes His following flock His care. 
Lepus, the lurking serpent-foe, 
Beneath Orion's foot lies low, 
Procyon, Branch, Redeemer, see, 
Oft second Sirius SBid to be. 
Sirius, the prince of heavenly host, 
Brightest of stars, revered the most. 
On high the leSBer sheepfold dim, 
Yet ever centred upon Him. 
And next the grnter flock and fold 
Around the steadfast pole are roll' d. 
Argo, the company below 
Of travellers to Heaven who go. 
At the Lion's foot are view'd, 
Hydra, enemy subdued, 
The cup of wrath, the bird of prey, 
Fix'd on the foe, at that grest day 
When Heaven and Earth shall pass away. 

When contemplated as connected, the constellations form four magnificent groups of signifi. 
cant and consistent meaning. That group which spreads over the darkening skies of autumn 
may be thus explained as presenting the types of prophecy. Ophiuchus, the serpent-bearer or 
bolder, whose foot is on the enemy, whose head is united to the head of another human figure 
(sometimes called Hercules) above, represented kneeling on one knee, as from the predicted 
wound in the heel. The crown which is yet to be wom is before him, the altar of SBcrifice 
beneath his feet; one foot is on the head of the scorpion, the other held up as wounded ; the two 
eagles, the falling and the ascending, follow bim ; and above is the swan, the bird of passage, 
who goes away to retnm again. Here then we behold the conflict with the serpent-enemy, the 
wound received, the suffering, the wrestling of Him who was to come, at His first coming, who 
at His second is to return in triumph. 

In the clear nights of winter the brilliant group that fills the sky is yet more magnificent, even 
as it should be, representing the second coming in glory, without sin unto salvation, of Him 
who had been slain. The group that thus embodies its wordless prophecy, has for its centre 
Orion, the splendid, who cometh swiftly as the light, as his name imports; the enemy being 
onder one foot, the other raised as if from the wounded heel. With him are his attendant stars. 
Sirius, the coming of the prince, the brightest of the starry host; below, Procyon, the Redeemer; 
above, the two stars of Gemini called Castor and Pollux, the archer and the judge united, one 
bearing a dart to signify he shall come forth, and the other a branch, the earliest symbol of Him 
who should come : the bright star of Taurus, Aldebaran, the ruler or the ruling ; the Pleiades, 
centre of our aystem, on one side; Cancer, the multitude of the purchased flock, on the other; 
Argo, the company of Him who cometh, below, each showing the multitudes of His people; and 
there too are the stsrs of Aries, the ram, the Lamb as it bad been slain, whose foot is on His 
bounden enemy, shown in the Leviathan or sea-monster, Cetus, towards the west. 

The balmy eveninga of spring are illuminated by Leo, the victorious Lion of tbe tribe of 
Judah, with his foot on the head of the finally subdued serpent-enemy, on whom abides the cup 
of wrath and the devouring bird of prey. Then also shine the stars of Virgo, the seed-bearing 
woman, with Spica, the seed, almost rivalling Sirius in brilliancy; the Northern Crown above, 
the Centsor, the king who cometh, below, under whose feet was visible in the early ages of 
mankind the splendid Southern Cross, remembered in tradition after it had diSBppeared from 
view. 

At each and every season, but especially in enmmer twilight, tum to the north, and it is 
occupied with another group equally significant and expressive. The crowned King, whose 
branch or scaptre touches the throned woman, who in one hand also holds a branch, as a token 
of her onion with the king her liberator, and with her other band sets free the tresses of her 
hair 1 ; the Greater Bear, or sheepfold, with the sheep as coming forth and following their 
shepherd and their king, be who is their keeper, as expressed in the name of the bright star 

1 Sbedar, who !llts free, or is set free, being the name of her chief star; a word in Arabic 
~ally applied to a woman casting loose her hair. 
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FOR THE CONSTELLATIONS. 11 

Arcturus, in Bootes. The javelin in the band of this figure equally denotes that He who cometh 
shall be sent forth, and that He shall be pierced. Bootes also holds a branch, denoting that this, 
as the other branch-bearing figures, is a reprelt'ntation of Him so often called in the prophets 
"the Branch." 

Persons who are learning to distinguish the stars are generally told that those forming the 
curve, so strangely called the tail of the Bear, always point to and seem to follow Arcturus, and 
that two in the square or body of the same constellation, called the pointers, in their rotation 
still always point to the immutable polar star, round which they revolve. The polar star thus 
seems to belong peculiarly to that group of which the Great Bear, or sheepfold, forms the most 
remarkable portion. This star is called by the Greeks Cynosure 1, meaning, in the Oriental 
dialects, the established. the centre of the constellations. This star is still called by the Arabs 
the kid, the sacrificial emblem of Him " by whom all things consist.'' The whole constellation 
is called Kochab, the waiting on Him who cometh, in His aacrificial character, while His kingly 
dignity is expressed in Bootes, whose band is extended as to the Northern Crown. The polar 
constellation Draco again shows forth the serpent-enemy, whose head is under the foot of the 
kneeling Hercules below. Auriga, the shepherd, holding in his bosom Capella, the she-goat, 
and followed by the kids typifying His people, touches the foot of Perseus ', the breaker of the 
bonds of Andromeda, the chained woman, representing the Church. Perseus holds in his band 
a head, called of Medusa, a word signifying the trodden under foot. This bead is surrounded by 
serpents, and was named by the ancient Hebrews the bead of Satan, and Al One, the subdued J : 

by the Arabs it is called Al Ghoul, the evil spirit. This constellation is remarkable less for its 
splendour than for its significance : Algol, the chief star in the bead of Medusa, being change­
able, the most visibly so of any in the heavens, and consequently an expressive emblem of the 
adversary, the fallen, w bo kept not his first estate. This group may be seen in summer 
nights, while the three birds, the exalted • and the falling eagles, and the swan, form a large 
triangle overhead. 

It is to be remarked that one foot of the figure. of the promised deliverer mostly contains in 
the foot, as in Hercules, Ophincbns, Orion, Auriga, Aquarius, Cepheus, a peculiarly bright star, 
generally with a name mea11ing brui~ed ; and it is drawn np as if wounded. By the foot also, 
as bas been already shown, the emblems are most frequently connectt'd, so evidently calling to 
mind the prediction, "Thou shalt bruise his heel." A tradition of this primeval prophecy 
was preserved by the Greeks in the stories of Hercules and Orion, and in that of the lameness 
of Vulcan (son of Juno without a father) and of Ericbthonius, one name of Auriga; another, 
Heniocbus, being wounded in the heel. It is also remarkable that those groups of stars which 
comprise changeable ones have been chosen to represent the enemy, as Medusa's bead and Cetus. 
Those which contain nebnhe, or multitudinous groups of stars visible to the unassisted eye, were 
also chosen to represent the Church, or congregated multitudes of the redeemed, as Cancer and 
Andromeda. 

Are there not here marks of design as exquisitely complex in execution as sublimely simple in 
intention? He cometh, to suffer and to reign, is the sole end and aim of all these beautifully 
arranged coincidences in the emblems attributed to the luminaries vivifying the skies of night 
with glimpses of a coming day, to whose intensity of splendour those rays will be but darkness­
even the great, the final Day of the Messiah, which afar oft' Abraham saw and was glad, and which 
was ever present to the minds of those earlier prophets who named and grouped those stars of 
heaven to which Abraham was divinely directed to look for prophetic consolation. 

1 Some later Greek authorities have supposed that this word, which might in their language 
convey the strange and incongruous idea of a dog's tail, was derived from a bill so called, over 
which mariners approaching the Athenian Pir~eus saw the pole star: but no doubt the hill was 
eo named from that circumstance the Cynosure hill, the name being (as a much higher authority, 
Plato himself, informs us that many foreign words were) perverted by the Greeks into what 
the sound might suggest in their own language. 

I The same star being reckoned in both. 
a Aben Ezra. 
' This constellation (properly, as anciently figured, an esgle) bears the lyre, a figure added to 

it apparently by the Greeks. 

c 2 
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nltmnriol Iintli fur tpt ~omtli nf ~tnnt 
To the brightest stars of heaven 
Ever the same names were given : 
Still presened by Iah~J~M~l's raee 1, 

These the deaert.dwellers traee, 
And from them to WI they came, 
Self-interpreting each name. 
In the dialect they apeak, 
There the hidden sense we seek ; 
Yet a few the Greeks retain 2, 

Or from Egypt's lore we gain-
All transmitting, none explain. 
To God's glory all were named '• 
Him they rightly have proclaim'd, 
Since from Eden newly driven, 
Adam look'd in faith to heaven, 
And sought the promise to record 
Of Him to come, his Son and Lord, 
There to read, in starry linea, 
Message that their beam outshines, 
Conaolation to his sorrow 
In that splendid coming morrow. 
There he traced Meseiah's day, 
There ill8Cribed Messiah's sway ; 
From the guardian Cherubim 
Framed appear these signs, by him 
Who those mystic forms had seen ; 
Faces four, where placed between 
The Lion, who the prey will rend, 
And Bull in aacrifice to bend, 
The second Adam, to be alain, 
But eagle-like come down again. 
In their names that tongue divine 
We trace, as in the patriarch line, 
In which Eve named her progeny, 
Ere confusion, from on high, 
Scattering Babel-builcters far, 
Yet spared the name of many a star, 
And sent abroad, like shiver'd rock, 
Splinter'd in convnlsive shock, 
Fragments with each wandering race, 
That all their common source may trace. 

Spica, the sun the woman bears, } 
Arcturna, lit •hall come declares, 
Almurredin, come• to rtign, 
Tilt branch, the •eed, we fiud again VxaGo. 
In AI Zimach. Of yore baa been 
In Coma, star no longer seen, 
Once vertical o'er Bethlehem; 
AI Phecca too, the crown's bright gem, } 
Centred o'er Jerasalem. 
AI Merga, the bruised, Ramih •, sent, Lxsa 
As arrow forth, the dart so meant. A. 

Znben Akrabi tells the gain 
Purchased by the conflict' • pain. 

• See the Arab Astronomy. 
a Hesiod, Homer, Aratua. 

a Isa. xi. Ps. xix. ; clivii. 
' Or Aramecb, seep. 17, in Bootes. 
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MEMORIAL LINES FOR THE NAMES OF STARS. 13 

Antares marks the wounded heel ; 
The reptile's head the bruise shall feel. 
Vega of triumph tells on high, 
With eagle rising in the sky. 
Ethanim is the dragon foe, 
AI Tair eagle alain doth show, 
AI Gedi, victim-.tid below; 
In Fom alhaut the flah is found, 
The Church as mot1ed by Gospel's sound. 
AI Pheraa shows the winged horae, 
Scheat, returning from his course. 
Markab, the comer from qfar, 
AI Deramim, arctic star, 
Who come1 agai11; Mizar, the bound; 
AI Maach, the sad, with chain around. 
Al Natik, pierced, bruiaed means, 
Showing Calvary's dread scenes: 
Passover star when Israel slew 
The Lamb of God they little knew. 
Meaartim, from the bound ones named ; 
AI Sheratan, the 1lain proclaim'd; 
Shedar, u:hicltfrom bond• ilfreed 1 

And Shalisha•, Deltoton's head. 
Mira, the rebel, changeful star, 
At Aries' foot lies bound afar ; 
Aldebaran, red and bright, 
Latogif!er, rvler marks to sight. 
Pleiades, the multitude, 
Where still Aicyone has stood, 
Ce~~tral point of stars that crowd 
The milky way, for 'tia allow'd 
That gravitation's law is given 
To every orb in depths of heaven. 
Hyades, auembled cluster, 
Shining with a fainter lustre. 
Capella is the victim .tid 
In the shepherd's bosom bid; 
Acbernar, the rifler, where 
Ita after-part is seen, and there 

· Phaet in the utmost south, 
Marks the river's end or mouth. 
&telguez, who comethfaat, 
Saipb, the brviled, to bruile at last; 
Rigol, Bellatrix, shall tread, 
Coming BWift, the serpent's head. 
Castor, arclter ~toift to come; 
And Pollux, wondn:ftll, the judge of doom. 
Procyon, the Redeemer, then 
Sirins, Prince of stars and men. 
The multitude, in Pneaepe ; 
Canopus, o'er the southern sea, 
Poa1eaaion of the Prince to come. 
Then, above in heaven's high dome, 
Dubbe,flock, and Mizar,fold, 
AI Cor, the Lamb, and, famed of old, 
Benetnash, auembled davglller1 • 
Of the fiock, by qniet waters, 
Pastures of rest, for ever led 
By the good shepherd at their bead. 
Kochab, the miglttg coming one, 
The Cynosure which long has shone 
The Central star, the pole far famed, 
The victim-kid by Arabs named. 

• Shalisha, triangle. 

}scoaPio. 

J 8AGITTAILIU!I. 

} CAPILICOILNUS. 

}AQUARIUS, 

)PISCES, 

AI\IES. 

TAU !LUI. 

l GEMINI. 

f 

CANc&a. 

e· Job ix. 9; x:uix. 
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14 NOTE ON THE NAMES OF THE STARS. 

Then Regulus, upon the head 
Of serpent-foe who comes to tread; 
AI Pbard, who lies in 11eparation; 
AI Ches, the cup of desolation. 
AI Gorab, dt11ouring bird, 
Fulfilling the prophetic word ; 
Wrath pour'd out while death shall prey 
On rebel foe at judgment-day. 

It will be observed that the succession in which the names are given is that of the signs in the 
primeval year, following the course of prophecy from the first coming of the promised Seed to 
His final victory. The words in Italics give the meaning of the ancient names that precede 
them. 

There are some among these names which may appear to be Greek or Latin, but which are 
here explained by their Oriental roots, because other names, evidently either Hebrew or Arabic, 
are attached to the same figures of similar meaning. The science of astronomy has been 
preserved and transmitted chiefly by the Arabians. The Greek and Latin authorities, Aratus, 
Hipparchns, Ptolemy, Macrobius, &c., give no reason for, nor explanation of, the names and 
figures they record ; while Ulugh Beigh, transmitter of the Arabic names of the stars, sometimes 
does so; and Aben Ezra, from whom we chiefly derive the little tbst is known of the ancient 
Hebrew nomenclature, gives some explanations that may authorize the corresponding interpretation 
of the rest; as Rosh Satan, the head of Satan, and AI Oneb, the evil one, in the bead of Medusa 
Auriga, the shepherd, called by the Romans the charioteer. 

It is said on the high authority of Plato, tbst the Greeks, if they met with a foreign word (as 
Melech, king) rendered it by the word in their own language corresponding ·in sound, as 
Melikos, sweet, and immediately invented some legend about bees and honey. Thus we are led 
to the solution of many of the dark histories with which Greek and Latin writers abound. 
Scriptural explanations, instead of the idle tales usually resorted to, will thus be substit.uted for 
the legends of ancient mythology, so unworthy of connexion with these sublime objects, and so 
incongruous in the usage of Christian students of the grandest of human sciences. 

Non.-" When He who is to come shall come" is a common expression in the Talmud con­
cerning the Messiah; and " He cometh" is the constant theme of the stsrry emblems and their 
names. 

NOTE ON TJ:IE NAMES OF THE STARS. 

Some of these names bsve been referred to Syriac and. Chaldee : they are, however, mostly 
Arabic, but from the similarity of these dialects with the Hebrew, their meaning is evident to 
the Hebrew scholar. Cbsngee of vowels are frequent, snch as occur in the names of the letters 
of the alpbsbet, where Gimel, confessedly a camel, represents the Hebrew Gamal; and the z is 
sometimes changed for d, and a or ah for I and th. 

The names of tpjngs are not mere arbitrary combinations of letters; in every language they 
are more or leas easily traceable to their root, the noun or verb, whose signification they convey. 
In derived languages this root is sometimes not to be found without referring to the more 
ancient ones whence their words were taken : for instance, in Latin the enclitic 11e, having the 
lignification of and and but, cannot be accounted for till it is shown to be the Hebrew conjunc­
tion 11au, meaning and or but. In English, words from a variety of languages are in constant 
use, conveying to the English ear no meaning : these are, however, easily to be referred to other 
languages, in which they have a meaning. Persons speak familiarly of panoramas, polytechuics, 
and photographs: the reasons for whicb these expressive names were given are not the lesa 
certain, for not being always borne in mind by the speaker. By constant use we may cease to 
think of the orignal meaning, bnt it is not the less to be found there. Ox-ford and Cam-bridge 
are obvious instances. Battle Abbey may still bring to mind the fall of the Saxon rule in 
England ; but the earlier memorial of Battle Bridge is dimmed by the mist of ages. Who now 
thinks of Boadicea there ? Magna Charta Island, named in a foreign tongue to record the 
memory of an event of vital importance to England, and perpetuating to all posterity its salutary 
remembrance, bears, perhaps, the closest analogy to those traditional names of the stars, whose 
corroboration of the meanings here claimed for the emblems is so important. In the Holy 
Scriptures the significations of many names, and the reason why they are so applied, is given ; 
and in Concordances all, or nearly all, are explained from their Hebrew roots. The names 
of the stars, Syriac, Chaldee, or Arsbic, are all equally explicable from the corresponding Hebrew 
roots, as Yorkshire and Kentieh names of places and persons (Scarbro' and Folkestonc, 
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NOTE ON THE NAMES OF THE STARS. 15 

Constable and Oxenden) are equally to be explained from the English Of its mother tongue, 
the Anglo-Saxon. These names of stars, having these ascertainable meanings, could not be 
given without a reason. No such reason can be assigned from the appearances of the starry 
heavens. Among those scattered orbs of varying brilliancy, it seems as if any other stars might 
as well be reckoned to represent the woman, or the serpent; but the reason of their being so 
reckoned may be sought and found in the correspondence of the names with the emblems to 
which they are annexed, when explained from the Hebrew roots, and when those emblems are 
explained by the Scripture prophecies in which their figures ocenr as types. 

This triple coincidence of the name, the emblem, and the prophecy, did it occur but once, 
might be regarded as a possible chance; but when every emblem is found to be 11sed as a type 
in corresponding prophecies, and to contain names sometimes more appropriate to the prophecy 
than to the emblem, and sometimes equally applicable to both, how can we fail to admit the 
proof of design from the evidence of adaptation ? 

The names, emblems, and prophecies are known to have existed before the event to which 
they refer; and fables were even then connected with them so similar in import to those 
prophecies, as might leave it dubious whether the constellation or the prophecy originated the 
fable. Those sceptics 7 who would try to account for the prophecy from the constellation, have 
not attempted to show why certain stars should, from the beginning of the world's history, have 
been called by the names of objects to which their groups have no sort of resemblance; and 
why the woman, the seed, and the serpent should thus have been selected for commemoration, 
unless the prophecy, as all tradition indicates and Scripture declares, had preceded the 
application of these names and emblems, which so remarkably express it, to those vaguely 
dispersed and irregularly assembled brilliant points in the heavens, with which they have no 
sort of analogy, but with which tradition so uniformly connects them. 

Those names transmitted to us through the Hebrew appear to have been the most ancient, the 
original ; other nations varying the sounds, but preserving the ideas. Tradition long retained 
the number seven, which has been supposed to exclude the earth, and include the sun and moon ; 
but among the Assyrian remains, the sun, moon, and seven stars are found together; and the Egyp­
tian divinities of the third order were seven. The planets that can be recognized by the human 
eye are seven; the seventh having been occasionally seen since its modem discovery, may well 
have been visible to eyes that were to last 1000 years. The Planetoids and the eighth planet 
recently discovered being beyond all human sight, and even beyond the probable power of such 
aids to it as the glass found in the Assyrian remains, or the " tube" spoken of in the Chinese 
annals, make no part of ancient astronomy. 

7 Dupuis, &c. 
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$n fpt 3tlanBiUU.5 of fpt nloun, 
OR LUNAR ZODIAC. 

TRB same unity of purpose which connects the Decans or other constellations with the twelve 
aigns, pervades also the names of the Mansions of the Moon, or lunar zodiac. These names are 
given to spaces in or between the signs. Emblems are assigned to them in the astronomy of 
India, but none by the Arabians and those nations who seem to have derived these names from 
the same source. Those modern writers who mention the mansions of the moon, speak of them 
as remilins of most ancient astronomy, wholly disused by the Greeks and Romans, and apparently 
by the Egyptians. They have, however, been the continued theme of Arabian and Indian 
study, and incorporated not only with the mythology of India, but with the habits of domestic 
life. Children are still named according to the mansion of the moon in which they were 
born. In India the names have been much changed, and various emblems attached to them. 
In one of them it is to be observed, that the Pleiades are figured as seven, whilst the fable 
relating to them makes them but six, thus tending to prove the antiquity of the figure to be 
greater than that of the· fable, as it said that the seventh Pleiad disappeared about the time of 
the Trojan war, going off like a comet towards the north pole. The Arabic names are intelligible 
by their Hebrew roots agreeing with the meanings attributed to the signs in which they are 
found. Thus is afforded another line of evidence that those meanings are the original ones. 
The interpretations attached to these names in modern Arabic lexicons are generally vague and 
doubtful, but in a few places corroborate those here given, thus authenticating some and giving a 
strong presumption in favour of the rest; for if some certainly alluded to the import of the sign 
in which they are placed, under the aspect here presented, it is probable tbat all should do so. 
Their great antiquity is ascertained by the record that the Emperor Yn introduced them into 
the astronomy of China in the twenty-third century before the Christian era. They have been 
in use there ever &ince, differing indeed in names, but agreeing in situation with those of the 
Arabs. In one name, however, Mao, the Pleiades. we trace Maia, the multitude, preserved by 
the ancient Greeks as that of one of the stars in the cluster. Perhaps from this name we have 
that connected with the sweet influences of the month of May. 

The Chinese series commences in Virgo, thus coinciding with the beginning of the year of the 
ancient Hebrews, the anniversary of the creation. The Chinese solar year began from the 
middle of Aquarius, where the winter solstice took place, about the time usually reckoned as that 
of the Deluge. The selection of spaces 1 where no bright stars occur, as·at the foot of Gemini, 
in Sagittarius, &c., being perfectly arbitrary and found in both the Arabic and the Chinese, pointa 
to a common source for the differently named series: the agreement of meaning in the appella. 
tiona of the Arabian lunar mansions with those of the solar zodiac, authorizes us to consider the 
intelligible and consistent system of the Arabians as the original, rather than that of the Chinese 
astronomy, and it .also affords an indication of both the solar and lunar having emanated from 
the same mind. 

The Sethites having originally arranged the lunar as well as the solar zodiac, the first lunar 
mansion was probably placed, 81 the Arabian, in Aries. The Chinese astronomy must have 
been transmitted through Noah, whose posterity had far to migrate ere they reached China, 
while the elder branch, through whom W81 to come the Messiah, the theme of prophecy, 
remained in the countries where the Arabian arrangement has been preserved. There also the 
language is still radically tbe same with that in which they are named, probably the dialect of 
Noah and the primitive language of mankind. Commencing in Aries, the intention in so doing 
must not be sought for in any natural epoch, solstice, or equinox ; for of these, in the earliest 
time usigned to the invention of astronomy, none there occurred. 

If we follow the guidance of prophecy, we find that 81 the sun was the type of the Messiah, eo 
w81 the moon of His Church, enlightened by His light, bright when looking full upon Him, 
dark when turning away to gaze 81 it were upon the earth. Where, then, could be more suitably 
fixed the first mansion or place of the type of the Church, than over the bead of the Lamb 81 it 
had been slain, in whose book of life the names of those who belong to it are wiitten ? Here, 
therefore, we find the first mansion of the moon, called by the Arabian astronomers AI Sberatan 1 , 

the wounded or pierced, or slain in sacrifice. 

1 The moon passes frequently much above, frequently much below these particular spots. 
t The name AI Sheratan is also applied to the star f3 in the bead of Aries. A list of the 

names of 23 Chinese " conmllations," apparently the Mansions of the Moon, is given by 
Duttalda. 

Digitized by Coogle 



ON THE MANSIONS OF THE MOON. 17 

The yet extant names, with their meanings given in the Hebrew root of the word, in some 
places corroborated by the Arabic interpretation, are presented in the foregoing table a according 
to the traditional correspondence with the sign. Scripture texts in which the root is used in this 
sense are there given. 

NOTE. 

In some ca.oea, where the roots contained in these names are not commonly uaed in Arabic, 
they are in Hebrew ; though in a few instances a root used in Arabic is scarcely traceable in 
Hebrew : however, it seems probable that these names were given when both nations spoke 
the aame dialect, that of Noah. The Sanscrit name Ahiliam, in Gemini, containing the Hebrew 
roots Ah, n11, brother, and Am, Dll, joined, while no figure of twins occurs here in those of the 
Indian lunar zodiacs, indicates a similar origin for the Brahmin astronomy. The Sanscrit names 
of the Mansions of the Moon are given by Le Gentil, "Voyage dansles Mers de l'Inde." 

In India and Arabia, from time immemorial, the signs of the zodiac and the lunar mansions 
have been interwoven with all their science and their poetry, with their public worship and their 
private economy; the figures embodied in the forms of their idols, and the appellations trans­
mitted in the names of their children. In Scandinavia the signs have been claimed by Olaus 
Rudbeck as having there originated. In Mexico they are still to be traced. The Burmese have 
presened them well : the Polynesians have not totally forgotten them. Wherever the posterity 
of Noah, the children of Seth, are found. there are recognized some vestiges of this their 
ancestral science. During the dark ages of Europe, when the study of astronomy was merged 
in that of astrology, it however flourished in the East: AI Fergani at the court of the caliph of 
Bagdad, Haroun Alraschid, and Albumazer at that of the Moors in Spain, in the ninth century, 
whose works were commented on and elucidated by Aben Ezra in the eleventh, restored it in the 
West. Thus has been transmitted tp us some account of the ancient Persian, Indian, and Egyp­
tian spheres. Ulugh Begh, the Tartar prince and astronomer, grandson of Tamerlane, has 
presened the ancient Coptic names of the signa, supposed to be used by the ancient Egyptians, 
and also many names of the fixed stars, which appear to have come through the Arabs. The 
lunar mansions, and the division into decans, or thirty-six constellations beyond the zodiac, 
which seem acarcely even remembered by modern Euro~ astronomers, were by him enume­
rated and described. As the Jews have guarded for us m their precious integrity the Hebrew 
Scriptures, so Mabometan or rather patriarchal Arabs have transmitted to us in wonderful pre­
cision the liamea which so remarkably correspond with the langnage of those Scriptures, each 
setting forth the glory of Him not 88 yet reYealed to either of those nations, children of Abraham 
according to the flesh, who will one day bail their long unrecognized kinsman Redeemer, when 
the flocks of Kedar and the rams of Nebaioth shall be gathered unto the Lord, and His glory 
shall have ariaen upon Zion. 

These are some of the leading ancient astronomers, who ha•e prt!!ened and transmitted to us 
such important evidence of the antiquity of these emblems, and of the unity of design in the 
ancient division and nomenclature of the starry heavens. The interpretations here given are 
assimilated 88 closely as possible to their concurring testimony : separated by ages of time, by 
distance of habitation, by language, and by religion, where they agree surely it must be in the 
truth. 

Another chain of evidence has descended to us through the Greeks. Hesiod, about 1000 
years B.c., treats of the rising and setting of the constellations, whose names and emblems be 
transmits as from immemorial antiquity. So speaks Homer of those which be mentions. 
Aratus, a Greek at the court of Antigonua, king of Macedonia, about 277 B.c., in his poem ou 
astronomy describes much more particularly the constellations, in number, name, and figure 
nearly as now represented. Hipparcbua, the celebrated Greek astronomer, who died 125 B.c., 
enumerated and is said to have given names to the stars; but Hesiod, Homer, and Aratus 
having previously recorded them by name, this can only mean that he made of them a regular 
enrolment. Hyginua, a freedman of Angnstus, gives the names and fignres as his predecessors, 
and relates of them the various fables in his time vagnely attached to the constellations, of the 
uncertainty of which he frequently speaks, thus making more remarkable the invariable certainty 
of the appellations and symbols. 

Ptolemy of Alexandria, in the time of Antoninus, made the celebrated catalogne of the fixed 
stars, describing the constellations as we now have them, particularizing the remarkable union of 

3 P. 24, Second Part. 

l'ART III . D 
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18 MEMORIAL LINES FOR THE MANSIO~S OF THE MOON. 

IOIDe with othen, by reckoniug the same star in each, as the foot of Aries on the band of 
Pisces, the foot of Auriga with the horn of Taurus, the Cup and Raven with the aerpeut Hydra. 
From him we have derived them without Yariatiou, till the English utronomer and 11Dluclly 
advenary of Newton, Flamstead, in the reign of Queen Anne, unfortunately took it into his bead, 
in attempting to give names to the stan not reckoned in the ancient constellations, to mingle 
with these aacred and significant emblems ncb senseless figures as the fox and goose, or such 
unimportant ones as the shield of Sobieski and bull of Poniatowski, which now disfigure the 
modern sphere. He did not even suspect they bad any meaning, therefore it is evident that 
this great astronomer bad not in the course of his studies met with any account of their possible 
signification which appeared to him worthy of. notice. It is in Jewish antiquity alone that we 
find any vestige of a received meaning being attached to them. But neither among the ancient 
Hebrews, nor the Greeks or Romans, are any allusions to be traced to the mansions of the moon, 
so inftuential in India, and so venerated by the Arabs, in which, as is here shown, a similar de­
velopment of the course of prophecy is consistently piU'IDed. 

MEMORIAL LINES FOR THE MANSIONS OF THE MOON. 

ZoDIAC tells the path, the way '• 
Which the Sun meaiUreB day by day. 
The Moon baa her own zodiac given, 
Traced by stars in midnight heaven, 
Those eight and twenty mansions known 
To Arabs still, by names here shown •. 
Messiah's reign the signs begun, 
Which tell the progress of the Sun ; 
The Moon, the Church to glory led, 
Begins her course in Christ her Head, 
Ordain'd to end in union blest 
With Him above in endless rest. 
The lunar mansions still began, 
The slain, the bruised, Al Sheratan; 
That name too tells the princely reign, 
The Lamb shall rule that baa been alain. 
Not to one purpose do we find 
God's word or works alone confined; 
These starry records early made 
More than one meaning oft convey' d. 
Botein, the troddm 011, "!lelow, 
Thuraiya multitudu to show. 
The ruler, Aldebaran red • ; 
Heb, He comu, Orion's head. 
Al Hena, tDOtmded, at the feet 
Of the bright twins, and plaeed as meet, 
Diri, the 1eed, their heads upon, 
Al Nithra, gain, poseeasion won. 
Terpba, the prey, the separation. 
Al Gieba, highelt ezaltation, 
Of ancient solstice was the measure. 
Al Zubra, gatherd as a tret~~Ure. 
Serpha, the bra11eh; He, the delired, 
Awa, the Babe the Wise admired 7. 

Simak al Azal, she who holtl. 
The Branch, the seed her arm enfolds. 
Caphir below, atonemmt made. 
Al Zubena, the price He .paid. 
I clil, completion, Kalb, the clemnng 
In conftict with the reptile heaving. 

Aa1as. 

J 
I J TAt1Bt18. 

1 JG&KINI. 

}CANCBL LEO. 

l J VIBQO. 

}LIBBA. 

}scoRPIO. 

• P. 5, Second Part. ' P. 25, Second Part. • Chaucer, Aldeboran. t Matt. ii. 
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MEMORIAL LINES FOB THE MANSIONS OF THE MOON. 19 

Shaula, the dart •entforth, AI Naim, 
The gracious One, to bless, who came. 
Beldah, •entforth with speed; beneath 
Dabih, the victim, sinks in death. 
Bulaa, the drinking in, AI Su'ud, 
Out-pouring of life-giving tlood. 
Achbiya, vase, in which ascends 
The water ere ita stream descends. 
AI Pherg-Muchaddem, multitude 
Of former times, in union view'd 
With later gain'd, Muacchar named, 
Both as His own their Lord has claim'd. 
AI Risha, band, wherein to. hold 
United thus the crowds untold, 
The multitudes redeem'd by Him 
Whom all these types foreshadow'd dim. 

D 2 

} SAGITTARIUS. 

}CAPB.lCOI!.NUS. 

l AQUARIUS. 

~~"U· 
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~bt m~tpnlng~ nf ~nhiu, 
IN CONNEXION WITH ANCIENT ASTRONOMY. 

India '• and Hindu, the glorioru . • { India Estb. 1. 1. 
glory Jer. 22. IS • 

THE THaxx CHIEJ' Gons, oa Pow1:as, OJ' THE HINnoos. 

Brahm the eat Creator {Brab, he cr_eatel • •. • • 
a, gr ' Ma, Sanscr1t, g,·eat, multztude, many 

Vishnu, he who 1a11e1 • • • • • • • • 
s· ab r he who doe• ju.tice, a!lenging, deltroying, rett:arding 

IV ' Uu.tice, Arab. sense. 

Gen. 1. 1. 
Gen. 17. 4. 
Job 6. 15. 
Job 33. 27. 

Above these it Is believed that there Is a supreme deity, too holy to be invoked. It is said 
his incommunicable name was Brahm, the great Creator, as Brabma; bnt by these personified 
attributes be governed the world and was to be worshipped'· To these no allusion is made in 
any sigo, emblem, or constellation. 

The close resemblance between the yet extant astronomy of India, corrupted and perverted as 
it is, with the more perfectly preserved astronomy of the Azabs, needs only to be examined to be 
recognized. 

Some of the constellations are still called by nearly the same names, as1 for instance, those of 
Cepheus and Cassiopea. · The correspondence of the Indian Mansions of the Moon with those of 
the Arabs bas been pointed out 3, and the identity of the figures of the twelve signs under names 
of similar import. The mesaage of all these is "He cometh," the name Budb, or Budbu, con­
taining it, 88 does the word Avatar, applied to ten Incarnations and comings of a divine person, 
Vishnu, who comes to save, to deliver. Of these, nine are said to be past, the tenth to come. 

Krishna-whose name has been derived from Chres, the sun, the type of Him who should come 
born of a virgin, conqueror of the serpent, and bitten by it in the heel-seems to have followed 
the sun among the signs in some of the actions attributed to him. He is often represented 88 
painfully wrestling with the serpent, who bites his foot ; and again, with kingly crown and royal 
ornaments, as crushing the set'pent's bead •, so personifying the constellations Ophiuchus and 
Hercules. In the Bhagavad Gita, or divine song, the divine Krishna, in describing his own 
nature and the relation of man to him, is made to \!BY• "I am the sacrifice," thus connecting 
himself with the signs Capricorn and Aries. This "divine song," which is very ancient, is a 
conversation between ·Krishna and Arjuna on divine things, so resembling that between Odin 
and Vafthrudni, as to lead t.o the supposition that they had a common origin. 

NOTES. 

The Brabminical creed teaches, "That matter has no existence independent of mental percep­
tion, that external sensation would vanish into nothing if the Divine energy for a moment subsided. 
That the soul is a particle from the creative spirit, and will be finally absorbed. That nothing 
bas a pure and separate existence but spirit, and that an exclusive love of God is the only feeling 
that offers no illusion to the soul, and secures its eternal felicity." And yet o.n this sublime creed 
they have overlaid the absurdities of the vulgar belief J. 

1 The insertion of n frequently represents the guttural sounds in Hebrew roots. 
2 Dr. Max Muller says that Brabma means originally force, will, wish, and the propulsive 

force of creation. 
a Pp. 2oi, &c., Second Part. 
• As figured in one of the publications of the Religious Tract Society. In the Sanscrit dic­

tionary, compiled two thousand years ago, Krishna is said to be born of a woman. He is 
said to have slain in his boyhood the serpent Caliya, the destroyer, slaying and slain, "''"• or 
;,m. Job uiv, 12; Gen. xuiv. 27, &c. 

s See Charles Grant's (Lord Glenelg's) prize poem on the subject, where "Maya" is fully 
d~veloped. The coincidence of the Brahminical metaphysics, eo called, with the system of 
BIShop Berkeley, is there developed and is otherwise recognized. 
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THE MYTHOLOGY OF INDIA. 21 

About tlle year A.D. 64 the Chinese Emperor eent mnsengers into India to inquire if 
the long predicted Holy One of Confucius was born, Confucius about 560 B.c. having aaid the 
Holy One must be sought in the West; it is said they took back Buddhism. Du Halde's China. 

"The Divine name in the Hebrew religion is found in a Chinese book written 600 B.c." Finn's 
Jews in China. 

Fohi, or Buddha, like Krishna, was said to be born of a virgin. 
The late Abbe Hue in his last work, "Christianity in China, Tartary, and Thibet," comes to 

the conclusion that "the philosophy of Confucius, the traditions of Buddha, the legends of the 
Vedas, and the dogmas of Mahomet are all destined shortly to wane before the Gospel of 
Christ." 

This distinguished missionary seems to have given the fullest account yet obtained of the pre- · 
sent state of religion in China. In the lapse of four thousand years, the simple pouths which the 
children of Noah carried every where lll'ith them, have been overlaid by such a multitude of hu­
man inventions, as to he difficult to trace out, but two remarkable coincidences with the religion 
indicated by ancient astronomy are to be recognized. The Jesuits, who first made China known to 
Europeans, were struck with amazement on seeing in so many temples the figure of a woman 
with an infant in her arms, called the Queen of Heaven. They tried to connect this worship with 
their own of the Blessed Virgin and her holy Child, but failed to recognize the connecting link 
between the two, which may be found in the sign Virgo, the woman and infant of the ancient 
zodiac. The well-known cognizance of China, the national emblem of the dragon, is again astro­
nomical, and must have been adopted by the first founders of the empire, as that of the enemy 
to be subdued, when after l>rnising the heel of the coming Messiah his own head should receive 
the final bruise ; thus recording what may have been the saving faith of those who first adopted 
that well-known symbol, but too soon corrupted by manifold inventions. 

Ting-hae (China). In the principal temple of worship in that city, "the Queen of Heaven" 
is the most conspicuous object of admiration, robed in silk and rich embroidery. She appears 
emerging from the sea, the right foot l'llSting on the head of an enormous fish o, and bearing a child 
on her left arm. Above and below this towering divinity are attendant angels or demi-gods, 
tilt wllite do11e; and on the altar beneath, massive candlesticks with burning tapers occupy the 
foreground. The illusion is startling, and forcibly reminds me of its near resemblance to the 
Virgin and Child in Roman Catholic chapels.-Letter from Chuaan, July, 1840. 

A small temple of Boodha, or Budh, was brought from Ceylon some years ago, and exhibited 
in London, as here described. The name Boodh, or Budha, referred to primitive roota, signifies 
" He who cometh," or " He who should come." Matt. xi. 3. Heb. ix. 14-22. 

Buddhism holds that at inte"als of vast ages a Buddha (n11::1, who cometh) is developed, who, 
though born of earthly parents, becomes omniscient. This religion teaches, that as pain and 
instability characterize all existence, the aim of all should be to pass with the next Buddha into 
the golden region of Nigban 7, or annihilation. This is granted to all that attend to certain moral 
precepts and acts of worship. By such deep darkness has the light of primitive revelation been 
overclouded ; yet it may be traced in the name Buddha, which in the Semitic dialects would 
mean He who cometh, and in the blood-stained hands held up, typifying the atonement by 
sacrifir.e. By this name, Buddhism is connected again with the sign Virgo, one of whoee Decana 
is Bootes, He who cometh. 

The first Buddha, whose coming is recorded to have been in the seventh century B.c., appears 
to have taken to himself the promises of the great One who should come, known .to the hea. 
then by the prophecy of Noah," He shall dwell in the tents of Shem," Job xix., and by that 
of Balaam, in whose widely circulated prediction of the " Star " this expectation was diffused 
among all nations. 

Ceylon had been earlier conquered by the Hindooa, whose acquaintance with the prophecies 
has been often recognized, especially the one great prophecy, "He shall come, the Desire of all 
nations." Hag. ii. 7.-Tennent's Ceylon. The Poll, or sacred dialect of the Boodhists, is aaid 
by Dr. Leyden to be a dialect of the Sanscrit. 

B.C. 850, Meni says, " God created to give happiness;" yet he speaks of catastrophes and 
renewals of the surface of the earth and of its creatures. The traditions of patriarchal religion were 
still in existence, and less obscured by human inventions than they afterwards became. Long 
after the time of Meni, Zoroaster predicted to the Magi, or chiefs of Persia, the future appearance 
of a star announcing the birth of a mysterious child, the Almighty Word which created the 
heavens, whom he commanded them to adore. So affirms Abulfaragius, a we!l.koown Arabian 
writer.-Hyde de Vet. Rei. Pers. 

6 The fish, the emblem of the Church. 7 Nigban, ::l.ll, dried up, exhausted. 
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«:pr 1l11Jfpnlog~ of tpr ~rnnhiunninn J!ntinns, 
AS CONNECTED WITH THE ANCIENT ASTRONOMY. 

8amdina . r ~~~~ dw:~zz;,., . . 
Vl&o\.ofiM hwtll orrwlen • 

Odin, IM lord or ndw • • • • , 
f ligllt (Orion) • • • • 

Thor, wlo girls lliglttfliflg • • • • 
or wlo woad~, bnAtru, aa Tyr. 

Bel, or Baal, th Wrd • 

BUder, thlortlwlo dwU., or "'-• .&lab. eenee • 

. { 
{~ 

H~br.., 
Tufa. or N~><!lic 

Deut. 12. 5. 
Gen. 42. 30. 
Gen. 43. s, 9. 
lsa. 45. 7. 
Job 37. 3. 
Isa. 46. 1. 
Hoe. 2. 16. 

Roou. 

Tyr, •lo woad. awl u ~. IHr, tore, .&lab.- • oruor 

1 Kgs. 18. 19. 
DaD."· 9. 
Num.6. 6. 
Jadg. 2. IS. 
DeaL 32. 38. 
Job 34. 7. 

Tuisco, tclo ·-· thliffn 
&ter, wllo Aida, girls 1A#Uw • 
Lok, Ill~ uorur, IM 1110e.tw 

Th~ Scandinavian tribes are considered by Biblical scholars to be deecended from .Japbet. 
The three BODS of Noah must have spoken the same lauguage, at leut till the confusion at 
Babel; that confusion being of the lip, the pronunciation only, the roots of words, their cha­
raeteristic letters remained ~mchanged, and among the recognised descendants of them may be 
called Semitic, but among theMe of the other two BODS of Noah, NtHtic - the preferable 
deeignation. 

The Scandinavian mythology, like the emblems of the eoostellations, bas no reference to the 
one great Creator, the All-father of the northern nations, the one God of whom the wise among 
ancient Greeks and Romans spake, aa above the personifications of traditional prophecy by the 
oames of which they c:alled the gods. Inferior to Him, the Supreme Creator, were Odin, tbe lord, 
the ruler; Thor, armed with a hammer, like the evil demons of the Etrurian remains, the imple­
ment of breaking or bruising, agreeing with one aenae of his name Thor, "'IJ,Ii"', the breaker, or he 
who shall bruise; Tyr, who returns, also c:alled Tuisco, who saves, delivers; Freya, who brings 
forth; Sater, who shelters, gives rest. These were personifications of the ancestral prophecies 
of a promised Deliverer, interpoeed for objects of wonbip. Those concerning the Messiah are 
most peculiarly to be traced in the character and history of Balder, the God who aball return, 
the Beloved of all creation, " the Desire of nations." 

The mythology of the Northern nations aft'ords abundant traces of the worship of the host of 
heaven. the lint corruption of the patriarchal faith. Into this corruption the human mind 
easily declined, from paying undue reverence to the symbols of the objects set before them by 
divine revelation for the exercise of their faith. 

The Sun, the ruler of the visible heaven, typifying the true light of the world, and passing 
through the twelve signs, denoting the progressive manifestation of his great prototype. the 
promised " SliD of righteousness," was substituted for Him under the names of Bel and Baal, 
the lord, and Odin, the rnler, aa the object of veneration along with, and at length in the place 
of, the great Coming One, whom be represented. The virgin mother of the &Odiac, Virgo, who 
bringeth forth, is fruitful, by the equiYalent names of Freya 1 or P,.~ggo, was, as the memory of 
the prophecy became ohscnred, nilled his wife, and the infant in her arms their BOD. This 
divine offspring, the mild, the merciful, the beloved of all creation except the evil one, Lok, the 
enemy of God and man-this god, who was born to die, was c:alled Balder 1 , the Lord who 
comes again. After a while imagination prevailing, as usual in tradition, over memory, the 
twelve liOdiac:al emblems of the coune of prophecy were interpreted as the twelYe companions of 
the SQD. They were called the twel'fe Aser s, or princes, who attended on the supreme divinity, 
called Odin, the rnler, or he who cometh •. These mythological peraonages were objects of vene-

I :-,.,!!, to be fruitfuL 
s ., .. , prince. 

• .,11::1, the lord; .,,, to return, go roand. 
• r"~(ll), or "'ll· 
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THE MYTHOLOGY OF THE SCA..."'DIN.AVIAN NATIONS. 23 

ration, if not of worship, before the appearance of the second Odin, the great human conqueror, 
whoee era and whose acts are alike involved in the mists of remote antiquity. He took, as the 
Roman emperors and others have since done, the appellation of the god the nation worshipped, 
an appellation which he might borrow as the human ruler from him who was worshipped as the 
divine. Following up the analogy, he chose twelve companions from among his adherents, 
called Aser, the princes. His time has been supposed to be the seventh century before the 
Christian era, or the sixth, when he is by some authorities said to have tied with a colony of 
Goths before the victorious arms of Darius Hystaspes. Again, at a much later period, supposed 
to be the last century before the Christian era, we meet with the third Odin, the conqueror and 
lawgiver, acknowledged to be a real historical personage. He is considered to have been the 
leader of a tribe dwelling between the Euxine and the Caspian seas, and driven from thence by 
the Roman conquests onder Pompey, in the Mithridatic war. He also bore the name of office, 
Odin: whether be took it to ally himself with the god and the worshipped hero, or whether he 
brought it with him from the East, where it long existed as a title of sovereignty, may be rather 
matter of conjecture than of certainty. 

The Scalds or Barda, as had been done by the poets of Greece with the name and history of 
Hercules, frequently applied the name and praises, attributes and actions of the Divine One to 
the hero, and of both to the lawgiver. The well-known poem of the Descent of Odin seems to 
combine the two first characters 1 that of the Victory of Odin over the giant Vafthrudni I gives the 
divine alone. The wild and melancholy catastrophe predicted to the hero-race and their war­
rior deities Odin and Thor, when the scorner Lok let loose, should prevail, and the twilight 
of the gods obscure the face of earth and sky, is well known in poetry and tradition; but it is 
less remembered that above all this terrific creed, dark and storm-boding as their wintry sky, 
shone a sun of better augury. After that twilight of the gods, in which all these worshipped 
demons were to perish, Scandinavian Bard and prophetic vaca looked for the final reign of the 
one true God, "as the light of the morning when the sun ariaeth, a morning without clouds," 
when a new and better race of men should spring up "as the tender grass out of the earth, by 
clear shining after rain.'' Then they believed that the unseen All-father should reign over a re­
newed heaven and a renewed earth, but not without the riaen and restored Balder the beloved, 
then rescued from the power of Hela, to whom below "his head was given 1." 

NOTE ON HELA. 

Hela, the dweller in darkness, the Scandinavian goddess of 111111, so named from her, has had 
her name from the primitive root Hel, ''"• to which ...Eschylus appears to allude in the Agamem­
non, where be says of Helen,-

" Who 1VBS It that gave the name 
In all ways truthfully? 

One whom we see not, 
Foreknowing thus the coming fates, 

Speaking with happy tongue, 
Of that bride of spears and raging, 

Helen, for most fitly she ao called, 
Destroying veasela and destroying men, 

Destroying also states." 
Helen Is here referred to the primitive root ''"• to dellroy, but it is more likely that she had been 
named from ''"• to 1lline, whence HAaoc, the sun. 

NOTES. 

Scandinavia, )"I pw, the dwelling-place of Odin or the lord, chief, or judge, or of the lords of 
men, a title still claimed by the Danes. 

The celebrated Danish 'IVriter lngeman, in common with many of the leading minds of the 
present time, has been led to reject the ordinary explanations of the starry emblems, and to look 
in them for aome reference to revelation. He says 7, " As from the oldest time the suns of other 
worlds have been distributed into groups, is it not allo-ble to inquire whether there were not 
a unity of purpose and connected meaning in them, though these grotesque figures are repre­
sented as hieroglyphs which we trace to the Chaldeans and Phoenicians ? " He considers the 

• The Vafthrndnis mal, is a dialogue between one of the giant race and Odin in disguise, con• 
cerning the gods and the univeree. 

' Gray's "Descent of Odin." 
' "Symbolism of the Conatellstions," a poetical sketch, by Ingeman. 
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24 THE MYTHOLOGY OF THE SCANDINAVIAN NATIONS. 

eerpent held by Ophiucbus, with Hydra aud Draco, u repreaenting "the demoniacal ~t in 
the world." Apin, " the world-snake Hidgard " he lnces in these figures, "reminding us of 
the Northern myths." " These things are divided into three large groups, each of which con. 
tains its own principle." Ophiucbus, herald oflight and warmth, fills the north ; Orion, magni· 
ficeot in the winter nights, the aouth, accompanied by Sirius, the brightest of the starry throng. 
" Orion holds the same place among the starry heroes that Odin accompanied by Thor does 
among the Asers." PeJWDS he liktons to Braga; " Hercules, in his mediatoriness, takes part in 
the ~~tn~ggle with the demoniacal principle, setting his mighty foot on Draco, leaning brs bead on 
Ophiuchas. This figure is one of the deepest import in the symbols of the world, the head figure 
of the gro~ne figures of the paintings of the heavens." " Ophiuchns, the starry hero of 
aummer, u Orion of winter." He finds Odin and Balder in Opbiuchus and Hercules. and says 
the raven is Odin's bird, and with the cup belongs to the great destroyer of the serpent •. 

The root Or, Aur, "light," being in both names. Orion and Thor, the Scandina'tian deity oflight 
and thunder8l01'111, the northern tribes connected the conatellations with the names of their 
gods and their heroes; these would be assimilated. While the Southern nations named their 
heavens celwlfl, blne •, aud OllnrliM, light, those of the North spoke of it as sky 1, dark, cloudy ; 
did the cloudy heavens of ScandinaV18 obscure to their eyes the emblematic constellations, 
though tndilions remained of the planets aud the planetary week ? 

NOTE ON NOETIC. 

The roots, radical or characteristic letters, which are to be found in the names of the rrigm 
and other constellations, pervade all aucient languages in the senses here attributed to them. 
They may abo be traced in modern dialects derived from the ancient, and even, bvt more rarely, 
in modern barbarous tongues. For instauce, the root Kan, in Cancer, appears in ancient Sauscrit 
and modern Australian, as she who gaiJt6 offspring, as Eve, Cain, Kana, being in San!ICrit, a 
female, aud Gin in Australia ; G and C or K being well kno•-n as interchangeable letters. In 
tbeee dialects the roots are Noetic, even when abo found in the Semitic languages. 

1 " In Egyptian remains Horua is frequently represented as piercing the bead of the eerpent." 
(Wilkinaou.) Rather lwtlirillg. 

t CWam, blue, :"'?::1 (n). Exod. xxv. 4, as covering, completing the sky. 
l Sky, clark, <riWI, overshadowing, 11'· Job xl. 22. 
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nlmturiul Iinu 
FOR THE NAMES OF INDIAN MYTHOLOGY AS CONNECTED WITH ANCIENT 

ASTRONOMY. 
INDIA, glorious land, long shrouded 
In mysterious veil, o'er-clouded 
Thy rich realms with mists of error, 
Demon-worship, shapes of terror. 
Yet these idols dire above 
Thou bast own'd a God of love; 
Nameless, formless, yet supreme, 
In light o' ershining evil dream 
Of hlood-stain'd horror's midnight gleam. 
Beneath this Great One, Brahma, known 
Creating God, thy millions own; 
Vishnu, who comes to save, returning; 
Siva ill wrath to sinners burning; 
The mighty Three, who send on earth 
Krishna divine, of wondrous birth, 
The Virgin-born, by serpent foe 
Brui~ed in the heel for mortal woe; 
Virgin and branch, so shown on high, 
Scorpion and dragon of tile sky. 
Buddha, who comes, goes, comes again, 

Leaving his heaven, on earth to reign, 
Whose image oft is framed to he 
Past, prt-sent, future, One in Three. 
As Krishna, •irgiu-bom, thus told 
Of the same origin, of old. 
The starry Virgin, babe divine, 
Were view'd as orbs of evening shine. 
In furthest China too is seen 
The child, and she, of Heaven the Queen, 
The Virgin-mother, and the dove 
That rested on the Son of love 1 ; 

The dragon-foe, as trophy worn, 
On temple and on standard borne. 
All these the world-wide influence show 
Of starry lore on man below ; 
lu lines of light on heaven's high dome 2 

They told of Him who was to come. 
He came, He went, to come once more, 
Heaven's peace begun, earth's sorrows o'er. 

In the seventh century, before the incarnation of Christ, Buddha was assumed to have been born 
of a woman without a human father; so, even earlier, was it written of Krishna. 

In a Review of Muller's "Ancient Sanscrit Litersture, so far as it relates to the primitive, 
religion of the Brahmins," (Times, Nov. 8, 1869,) it is said,-

" Who are these Aryans, of whom we now hear so much? The answer is, we are all Aryans. 
All the nations that have made our world what it is are of the great Aryan stock. The word in 
Sanscrit is used as well-born, br lord 3. This term bas taken the place of those awkward com­
pounds, Indo-Germanic and Indo-European'·" 

Is not Aries, primarily the head or chief, 'l!lN1 (H), belonging to the same train of ideas as Aryan? 
" The Brahmin philosophers believed in a real externally existing eternal Divine Being, 

all else only seeming to exist." "Their life was a yearning after eternity." "Their existence 
on earth a problem, their eternal life a certainty." 

·"The Vedas presuppose and imply a long period of anterior development: to them the idea of 
God is old and familiar 5 .'' 

442 B.c. there is a record of "the Council of Palibuttra protesting against the corruption of 
the religion of India." • 

There is a remarkable analogy between the twelve signs of the zodiac and the Avatars, or suc­
cessive comings to earth, to save and to deliver, of Vishnu, he who saves, the second person 
in the Indian Trinity, called Tricourtee in the sacred books of the Brahmins, the syllable tri, 
three, pervading most languages, as Persian, Greek, Latin and its dialects, as well as English, 
German, &c., in modern Europe. The word Avatar combines three ancient words for "to 
come," ab, or a"• from ba, to come, at, from atha, to come 6, and ar, or arah, to come. The 
Avatars are his comings to S!!>ve, to deliver, interpositions whenever the. earth and man were in 
peculiar danger. Nine are past, the tenth is yet to come. 

In the first Avatar be assumed the form of a fish, as the sign Pisct-s, to destroy an evil giant, 
to which perhaps the human figure in Aquarius may have given occasion. 

In the second Avatar, Vishnu took the form of the boar, in Capricornus, the swine being the 
natural enemy of the serpent, and as such appears in the Egyptian planisphere and other 
monuments. 

1 Matt. iii. 17. 2 Ps. xix. I. 
s It is used in Heb. and Arab., &c., as a lion-like man, brave, invincible. Isa. xxi., &c. 

Thence the conquering invaders in every land have been caUed Aryans. 
' Noetic, through Abraham, whence the Hebrew roots allowed to exist in the Sanscrit, as well 

as the idea of but One Triune God, and an offspring virgin-born, partaking of both natures, 
Divine and human, as Krishna and Buddha. The Reviewer says, " Philology is taking a higher 
place in the examinations at Oxford and Cambridge." "Roots are examined about." 

• The Reviewer also says," the idea of God is no part of naturalreligion"-revealed to the first 
man. In Africa alone missionaries have found tribes who had no idea of God. They were not 
A•-yana, of which noble is another possible sense, whence derived, the epithet hero, heroic, high, 
dignified, from the primitive root Her, ,:'1, whence we also trace the German " Herr." 

e Job iii. 25, 26. Hl, HnH. 

PART III. E 
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26 MEMORIAL LINES ON INDIAN MYTHOLOGY. 

In the third, 88 a man holding the amreeta, the cup of immortality, the urn of Aqnarius. 
In the others, 88 Krishna, the divine and human offspring of the great God. 

The human nature being traceable, 
In Aries ', as Perseus. 
In Taurus, Orion. 
In Gemini, the twina,-divine and human. 
In Cancer, Sobeil, the desired. 
In Leo, half man, half lion. 
In Virgo, Bootea, .Arcturua, the guardian, the keeper. 
In Libra, where the ancient Persians placed a man as in wrath. 
In Scorpio, Opbiucbus bruising the serpent's bead, and Herculea wounded in the heel, in both 

which aspects Krishna may be seen represented. 
In Sagittarius, the rider, the archer, where, in the tenth Avatar, be is yet to come, on a white 

horse, overthrowing his enemies 8, to root out evil from the earth. 
In the fifth Avatar, Vishnu, in human form, is said to have measured the earth with one step, 

the heavens with another. In the ninth he assumed the form of Boodh, or Buddha. 
It has been observed that " 1000 years u.c. there existed amid the Indian systems of phi­

losophy, so profound and so complex, alternately scaling the sublimest heights of metaphysical 
speculation and sinking into the lowest depths of folly and degradation, the great doctrine of 
divine communion." 

The Brahmin philosophy teaches that nothing bas a pure and separate existence but spirit, 
and that a deep and exclusive love of the Divine being is the only feeling bringing no illusion to 
the soul, and securing its eternal felicity. These sublime views shine amid the darkness of 
idolatry as the stars of heaven are brightest in deepest midnight : doubtless they descended with 
their astronomy and their appellation from their divinely illuminated ancestor, Abraham. 

The wide-spread traditions o of the early world have been compared to the aurora borealis of 
the north em regions; are they not rather like to the long abiding twilight of the polar night, 
telling of the sun, set indeed to actual vision, but leaving a gleam of glory in the sky, still illu­
minating the horizon, and foreshowing his return in the brightening east? Mythologies were 
not inventions, but the traditions of the first revelation, and the ancient prophecies added to 
and disguised. In the Northern, in the partly human character of Odin, there is the exaltation 
of man; in the Oriental, as in the Avatars, "the glorio•1s humiliation of the Godhead." Traces 
of the first revelation, teaching the whole human race to cling to the One man, the second 
Adam, •• He who should come," t.be seed of the woman, the conqueror of the serpent, survived 
among all nations, an imperishable tradition, the ivy clinging to "the Rock of ages 1," having 
everlasting strength. 

That the "seed" should be virgin-hom seems to have been revealed to Eve after the birth 
of Cain, for no such mistake as hers with regard to her first-born is recorded in the whole 
Jewish history. No Jewish woman ever again presumed to say," I have gotten a man, the Lord," 
thoagh so many among the surrounding nations claimed for their offspring a divine father. The 
prophecies of the Messiah, scattered among the nations, were kept in memory by their connexion 
with the emblems of the constellations, like the ivy, never so vigorous as when it cleaves to the 
rock. Tradition might be perverted, but the starry skies changed not, the rock to which it clung. 

7 According to Le Gentil, the Brahminical year begins at the eon's entrance into Ari~•. and 
their names of the signs are nearly similar to ours, hut the constellations differ. Dr. Hyde says 
that Perseus, Andromeda; and Cepheus, are Indian constellations, thus preserving the traditional 
prophecies of the Deliverer, the Church in affliction, and the Beloved, He who cometh and 
cometh again, thP. King. Part II., pp. 9 and 23. 

s Campbell's Pleasures of Hope. "The tenth Avatar comes." 
o "The miraculous conception of the Great Deliverer was widely known long before the 

Christian Era, as is shown in the Asiatic Researches, Vol. xi., &c." Edinhll!"gb Review on 
Hue's Travels. 

It has long been observed that "the system of Pagan religion being the same in all parts of 
the world i• a strong confirmation of the Mosaic history." Vallancey's Anted. Astron. 

I lsa. xx•i. 4, margin. 
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MEMORIAL LINES FOR THE NAMES OF SCANDINAVIAN MYTHOLOGY. 

SCANDINAVIA, dwelling high 
Of lords of men 'neath arctic sky, 
Iron and man, warrior and sword, 
Those regions stern, nor gold to hoard, 
Nor grape juice to allure, afford. 
The great All-father fear'd above, 
Too high for worship or for love, 
Dwelling beyond the freezing sky, 
Revered and thought of silently. 
Odin, deem'd ruler of the world, 
And Thor, the thunder-bolt who hurl'd; 
Bel, lord of all, they own'd, whose name 
To eutem climes was curse and shame, 
These three ancestral worship claim. 
Tuisco saving, wounding, Tyr, 
Freya 1, who loves, all loving her; 

Balder, her son, who shall return, 
Beloved of all, yet must he learn 
Malice of Lok, the serpent-foe, 
And to the realms of Hela go. 
Odin shall free, Sater give rest, 
Freya in him again be blest. 
Yet " twilight of the gods" must fall 
On blood-stain'd earth, and perish all 
Tbe warrior gods, Lok rage no more, 
And Hela's dreary reign be o'er. 
So Scald and Vala's prophet-lay 
Tell of returning light and day, 
When war and slaughter never more 
Shall bathe the shrinking earth in gore; 
Odin and Thor, names of the past, 
Balder beloved, reign at last. 

1 As in some parts of the East and in Egypt the Triune Deity was corrupted into a triad of 
divinities, of which one was a woman, so Thor, Odin, and Freya, wife of Odin, and mother of 
Balder, were the Scandinavian triad. Freya was identified with, or represented by the moon, 
and Venus, like those, an emblem of the Church of the faithful under all dispensations, antedi­
luvian, Mosaic, Christian. Lok, the adversary of gods and men, was beautiful (as an angel of 
light), his wife Angerbode the prophetess of evil* or wrath, according to her name. They had 
for offspring the wolf Fenris, of evil aspect, the serpent Midgard, and Hela, whose table for those 
who feared to die in battle was hunger, whose bed was sickness. 

Olaus Rudbeck t traces the Asiatic origin of the Scandinavian tribes by the oriental roots be finds 
in their dialects, cbiefiy in the words connected with their mythology and astronomy. He thus 
relates the story of the death of Balder. Balder had evil dreams; Frigga, or Freya, his mother, 
demanded an oath of all created things that they would do him no harm ; but when she saw the 
musteltein (or mistletoe) she passed it by, as too young, too weak. Lok made an arrow of it, 
and placing it in the hand of the blind Hoder, bade him shoot; he did so, and killed Balder t. 

Tbe Nornas 4, the veiled virgins, whom Odin saw, when he was recognized by the prophetess 
were the past, present, and future, invisible to mortal eye, each alike mourning for Balder, the 
beloved of all creation, the divine son of Odin, doomed to an inevitable death, to be avenged by 
his brother Veli IJ, who shall arise. There, as in so many other similar traditions, may be traced 
the prophecies of the second coming in glory, as well as of the first coming to suffer and to die of 
"the Desire of Nations." · 

* See Gray's Descent of Odin. Fenris. W"':g. 
t He gives a print of Thor on a throne, with twelve stara round his bead. In Danish and 

Icelandic the Wain (Ursa Major) was anciently called the Chariot of Thor. The name of Thor, 
sometimes sharing the divine honours of Odin, and sometimes even superseding them, may be 
derived from the same root as that of Orion 1, to come forth, as light, or who wounds, bruises. 
Both senses appear to have been followed out; that of bruising by his attribute of the hammer, 
and the names which he bas in common with the evil demons of Etruria, thus indicating 
the same origin to both superstitions, and being an instance of the affinity of all languages, 
indicating their common origin from that divinely imparted to Adam at his creation, and 
traceable in all the dialects of his descendants. 

:t Atlantica (Brit. Mus.). 
§ (!"1) singers, as Runes, &c. The sixteen Runic characters are said to be named after 

constellations. 
II Veli, m,, who comes or arises. 

I If as Orion, from "1N, the Th are only servile letters ; if they are radical, it is from to wound 
or bruise, own. 

E 2 
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MEMORIAL LINES FOR THE PLANETS, AS CONNECTED WITH 
ANCIENT ASTRONOMY. 

SUNDAY • 
MoNDAY. 
TUESDAY 

WEDNESDAY • 

THURSDAY 

FRIDAY • 

S.~TUB.DAY 

:} 

THE Sun, the Moon, have told the praise 
Of Him whose glory dims their rays, 
And stars along their glittering road 
His suffering and His reigning show:' d. 
But what to those the message given, 
Bright wanderers o'er the arch of heaven, 
Who, like the Moon in varying lustre, 
Pass lonely o'er each far-off cluster ? 
How named by those who earliest saw, 
And lived to ascertain their law ?-
By those who named the weekdsys seven, 
Seen in the order they have given. 
The Sun, the Moon, they reckon'd first, 
Whose light on man had earliest burst. 
Then saw they Mars, the star so red, 
And from the blood that should be shed 
For man, Ma'adim this they name, 
The red, the human, and the same 
As Adsm, meaning likeness-bearing, 
And also to be slain declaring. 
Soon might they view a brilliant light, 
Swift darting rays of keenest white, 
Coming and going round the Sun, 
Circling in haste the course begun. 
The strong in light, who comes, Catab, 
Called Mercury, by some Cochab. 
In Mercury we the meaning see 
Circling from far, contain' d to be. 
Then Jupiter, with stedfast light, 
They traced, illumining the night: 
Zedek, True, Just, the names deserved, 
Who from due circuit never swerved. 
Next, fairest star of all the host 
And brightest, Venus, loved the most. 
N ogah, the splendid, brilliant, named, 
As Hesperus and Vesper famed, 
Which beautiful and fair proclaimed. 
At length, slow-moving, seen afar, 
Saturn they traced, reposing star, 
Called Sabbatei in Eastern clime, 
And Saturn, type of hidden time. 

DAYS OF THE WEEK} The nations who from Babel turn'd 
· NAIIIBD FROIII THEM. Retained the order they bad learn'd 

Of observations earliest made 
On planets seen in Eden's shade: 
And many a tongue and people seek 
From them to name the seven-day week. 

APPLIC·.~TION AS TYPES\ In one alone these orbs preserve 
OF TH K CHURCH. J The likeness careful eyes observe 

To changing moons, in splendour mild, 
Venus by all is female styled. 
In waxing, waning, wavering light, 
Though in the Sun's own radiance bright, 
She might not show the Lord of all; 
But in the changes that befall, 
She, as the Moon, might well pourtrsy 

I Gen. xxxvii. 26. Josh. xx. 3. 6. 

Adam, red, C"ll 
blood, c., 

likene11, l"IT.l., 
to be llain 1, D'" 

D, 

{ llrong, n::J 
who cometh, 11::111 
ffromfar, pn.,T.l 
l circling, ., • ., 

jut, i'.,ll 

belof!ed, n:rn 
Mll 

plea.ant, .,~w 

repose, :::1w 

to hide, .,l"tu 
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ON THE NAMES OF THE PLANETS. 

The Church oft darken'd in her way, 
And brightening from the fount of day. 
Such was the view, it seems, they took, 
Who first thus read night's starry book ; 
For heaven-taught prophecy was theirs, 
And such the message that it bears. 
When all these orbs were seen and known, 
Faint and afar Uranus shone, 
Rahini, weak 2, in Eastern lore 
'Twu call'd, and soon observed no more. 
Even such their view of Eden state­
The Church unfallen, how short ita date! 
In Saturn, Sabbatei, more bright, 
Saw they their own calm faith and light 
Restored by that blest promise given 
To Adam, when from Edetl driven. 
In Zedek, just, call'd Jove, they saw 
The Patriarchal Church and Law, 
When Job and Abraham from the Lord 
Received direct the holy word. 
In Mars, Ma'adim, might they see, 
The Church, pourtraying when should be 
The sacrifice mysterious slain, 
Of Him to die and yet to reign. 
Then came the earth whereon He stood, 
And shed for sin His victim blood. 
Earth named to tell the bruised, the broken, 
Of Him it told ; of her when spoken 
It well deseribes the state we know, 

· The shatter'd frame of earth below. 
Next, as the Church, now dark, now bright, 
And looking up to Him for light, 
Venus the splendid, like the Moon, 
From fullest orb declining soon, 
Yet glorious with her Lord to rise, 
The star of morn in orient skies. 
In Mercury there might he view'd, 
Type of the Church when earth renew'd 
Shall blessed habitation give 
To those, who privileged to live 
Beneath the rule of Zion's King, 
For His retum shall praises sing,-
The glorious Ch;urch, in power, to come, 
Bright in His rays, their happy home. 

ON THE NAMES OF THE PLANETS. 
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lmdsed, y.,., 

IT is remarkable that in the name affixed by modem utronomers to the long-forgotten 
planet now called Uranus, is contained the root of that given to it in Oriental utronomy, 
Uranus having the chief letters of Rahini, the Burmese name a of the traditionary planet. 

The name given to that planet which the ancients never knew, contains in it a root applicable 
to the wonderful process of ita discovery: by faith in the deductions of science the planet Neptune 
was found. 

The more recently descried planet between Mercury and the Sun has also had a name given 
to it, belonging to one of the twelve great gods of the Greeks and Romans 4, Vulcan, the 
beneficent Deity, lame in the foot, and acknowlellging no father, whose name means He 
cometh, and whose functions as to fire and heat are here peeuliarly applicable. 

But is it not a desecration to call these glorious works of the great Creator by the names of pagan 
idols, BDggesting the idle and corrupt fables of heathen mythology ? Might they not be appro­
priately named in our own wide-spreading language by words conveying the ideas expressed in 
the ancient appellations, and connected with yet more ancient prophecy ? 

2 Weak, Arab. sense ; Isa. xliv. 8, afraid. 
' Part I I., p. 83. 

3 Sir W. Drummond. 
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30 ON THE NAMES OF THE PLANETS. 

Might we not nppose that man bad here been unintentionally following up the design of the 
overrnling Providence, in giving names capable of being adapted to those of the already existing 
series, and like them of conveying instruction in alliance with prophecy? 

Namu 110111 Ancietal Htlwtu! tldopltd from Propo~etl Ducriplio., oflhe Pla10t11. Tall. 
lhtLiJiirt. Name•. root•. 

NBPTUNB. The star of faith, -- Gen 9. 27, :"lg-(l) 
Aa found by faith in science. perlltUide. 

URANUS. The star· of memory, Rahini. Isa. 40. 8, :"1:"1"1 

SATUllN. 
Aa faintly seen, faintly remembered. 

The star of rest, 
failing. 

Sabbatei. Gen. 2. 2, M:lllr 
Aa moving slowly, reposingly. relling. 

JUPITBB. The star of truth, Zedek. Isa. 46. 25, j)"llr 
Aa just and true in movement. jUIJtijied. 

M.u.s. The star of sacrifice, Ma'adim. Exod. 26. s, 0'1111) 
Aa red in colour. dyed red. 

VBNUS. The star of beauty, Nogah. Joel2. 10, :"1:0 
Aa above all others splendid. 8llining. 

lfEBCUBY. The star of light, Coca b. Job 23. 6, 
As returning with most powerful ray. lie cometh )II 

in power. M:l 
VuLCAN 1• The star of warmth, Lu. 24. 32. 

As nearest to the Snnt, 

MEMORIAL LINES FOR THE PLANETS. 

Star of faith in things unseen ; 
Star of memory, what has been; 
Star of rest, in Him our peace; 
Star of truth, with light's incresse; 
Star of sacrifice for sin ; 
Star ofbeanty, grace to win; 
Star of light, at His return; 
Star of warmth, in love to burn', 
From these names such lesaons learn. 

Per1ian NtJtMI of th• Planet•. 

SATUBN, Kivan,jirm (Chinn) 
JUI'ITBB •. Bergia, brigllto~llining . 
MABS. Beheram,fiery • . . 
SuN. Afrab, coming, u in a chariot 
VENUS. Bahid, IJrigllt-coloured 
MEBCUBY. Ter, going about . 
MooN. Mah, accompanying . 

From Elem. Ling. Per1. 

2 Cor. 4. 18. 
Ps. 135.15. 
Lev. 16. 31. 
Ps. 43. 3. 
Lev. 17. 11. 
Cant. 6. 6. 
lsa. 60. 1. 
Ps. 39. 3. 

Heb.U.!,&c. 
lsa. 43. IS. 
Matt. 11. 28. 
2 Cor. 2. 13. 
Heb. 9. 22. 
Ephes. 6. 27. 
Ephes. 5. 8. · 
Ln. 24. 32. 

Tezt1. Hel.rew 
root.. 

Deut. 13. H. f1':l 
Ps. 144. 6, j)"l:l 
Exod. 3. 2. "liT :I 
Cant. 3. 9, · )1'"1!lll 
Esth. l. 6. IQ:"I::l 

Num. 16. 39. "'n 

Job 30. 29. Mil 

These ancient oriental nsmes among others tend to ahow the antiquity and the universality of 
meanings here annexed to those of modem naage. 

That the names of the planets in ancient and widely dispersed languages and countries are all 
capable of being explained, and with a similar signification, by extant Hebrew roots, furnishes 

t The Latin name Vulcan, in Hebrew meaning, he cometh, from ,.,. ; the Greek, Hephrestus, 
the deliverer, from W!ln, and the beloved, from )'!l). 

• Vulcan, the star of warmth, as nearest to the Sun. Luke niv. 32. • 
3 Ps. uxix. 3; Luke xxiv. 32. 
• The Greek name, Pheton, or Phaeton, given Part II., p. 118, for Jupiter, may be derived 

from :"19', fair, or bright, or JT!l', shining. Aa the Greek ~at11w, from whence also ¢av~pow, to 
make manifest, as truth; John ii. II, &e. • 

Digitized by Coogle 



ON THE NAMES OF THE PLANETS. 31 

evidence of one common origin of mankind, and of one original language of which the Hebrew 
is the best exponent. The Arabic, though having the same roots, often disguises them by the 
addition of many vowels. The names of the planets in nse among the Romans, apparently of 
Etruscan origin, and, like those of other nations, containing coinciding Noetic roots, seem likely 
to he preserved among those nations formerly under their rule. These names are indeed so 
interwoven with the literature of Enrope and America, that it may seem a vain attempt to change 
them. It might, however, be well to annex to them meanings which, while consistent with their 
ancient and original appellations, free them from their connexions with the vain and evil fables 

· of Greek and Roman idolatry 6. 

The signification of Saturn is every where rest; in astrology, the rest of death. Jupiter, the 
ruler, dealing prosperity, as in justice. Mars denotes slaying, or at least wounding. Venus is 
lovely and beloved. Mercury, going and returning. Uranus, Neptune, and Vulcan being un· 
known to the Greeks and Romans, any meanings attached to their names can be only as it were 
adaptations of the Noetic roots the names contain. 

These Roman names may be thus explained by their ancient roots, as has been previously 
shown. · 

SATURN, Resting, from the slowness of his motion. 
JUPITER 8, J nst and true, as undisturbed by others. 
MARs, Wounding and wounded, from his colour. 
VENUS, Beautiful. 
MERCURY, Going and returning. 
VuLCAN, Coming. 

This explanation of these names seems unobjectionable for common use; while, in religious edu­
cation, an equally appropriate and consistent nse may be made of applicable texts of Scripture, 
as thus:-

SATURN, There remaiueth a rest to the people of God 
JuPITER, Just and true are thy ways, Thou King of saints 
MARS, The blood of Christ cleanseth from all sin 
VENus, We love Him, because He first loved us 
MERCURY, In His light shall we see light 
VuLCAN, Fervent in spirit, serving the Lord 

Heb. 4. 9. 
Rev. 16. a. 
1 John I. 7. 
I John 4. 19. 
Ps. 36. 9. 
Rom.l2.1. 

Among the various speculations as to the planets being inhabited, another may be mentioned. 
· Many of those not having a shadow of evidence, might not the meaning of the names throw a 

twilight gleam, however faint, on the obscurity of the investigation ? The foundation for the 
ancient name of Uranus is indeed slender, but might it not be imagined, that spirits invested 
with pure and etherialized bodies are there located, while of those who inhabit Saturn a calm 
and sweet repose is the portion? Of the dwellers in Jupiter, a serene and equable adjustment 
of their nature to their lot, bright and even as the course of their planet ; in Mars a greater 
simil~rity to our earth, even to the possibility of blood-shedding; in Venus, what brilliant 
felicity for sensitive beings adapted to their splendidly illuminated abode ? In Mercury; what 
intensified enjoyment for beings such as the Divine Author of life and light could form to delight 
in the contemplation of His glorious attributes, and to revel in the splendour that He has created 
them to inhabit? 

Whoever gave names to the fixed stars 1 mnst also have given names to the planets. 
The first man must have been the first astronomer. He would soon perceive that the planets 

were not suns, shining by their own light, but, like the moon, reflecting that of the sun. By 

s "The Pagan worship has been generally of evil beings." Abp. Whately on Bacon. 
6 Sat, given as an Egyptian name of Jupiter, seems a corrupt abbreviation of Zedek. Zedek 

is an appellative of Christ, in Isa. xlv. 21; !iii. II; Zech. iv. 9. 
Authorities for the Hebrew names of the planets will be found in the Lexicon of Sebastian 

Munster, from the Rabbinical writers, also in Gaffarell's Cur. Lit. 
7 The few names of stars ~ven in the popular translation of Arago's Lectures on Astronomy 

are very incorrect, as may be seen by comparison with ancient authorities, such as Ulugh Begh 
and others. The attempts there made to explain Arabic names connected with the twelve signs 
are very unfortunate; the Hebrew equally so, as where it is said, "the Hebrew word Fafa sig­
nifies obtenebreacere, to darken," whereas it means to be .bright, beautiful,fair, as in Ps. xlv. 2. 

Though Arago says "the names of the constellations were mostly capriciously given," yet he 
says, u astronomy is coeval with the world:" a most valuable admission. He traces it first to 
Cbaldea, afterwards he finds it in Egypt. Thales, he says, brought astronomy to Greece from 
Phoonicia, whence Pythagoras brought the Copernican system, the belief that the planets were 
inhabited, and the fixed stars were suns, having planets of their own, and also that the comets 
revol'VIld round the sun. 

Digitized by Coogle 



32 ON THE NAMES OF THE PLANETS. 

their change of place and apparent magnitude he would discern -that they were not fixed stars, 
1tut were moving round a centre, evidently not the earth, and gradually ascertained to be the sun. · 
That spirit of prophecy which enabled Enoch to predict the final judgment might enable him to 
eee the analogies between these lights placed in heaven to illuminate earth's night and the reve­
lations by which man' a mental darkness should be brightened. It is a fact that the planets were 
ao named ; it ia a fact that such successive revelations were predicted, and were given. The con­
nexion between the two facta is not indeed revealed as intentional, but may it not be inferred aa 
probable ? May it not be well to connect the prophetic idea with the familiar name rather than 
the idle fables with which it is usually associated? These ancient names of the planets, accorl!­
ing with their aspects, have also in them analogy with the prophecies afterwards expressed in the 
emblems of the constellations. He that ahould come would bring rest and restoration to the 
believer's soul, but must be bruised for their redemption ; should then have a loved and loving 
Cbnrch, which should follow Him in His departure, and return wit.h Him at His coming again. 

The silvery rays of the almost moveless Saturn, the reposing, might speak of peace and rest, 
such as might come to Noah before the dispersion of Babel; as tho ancient poets delight to tell of 
the golden age, the Saturnian age of placid happiness. The vivid brightness of the next planet 
might declare the glories of unclouded faith, such as enlightened the days of Abraham. The 
reddened hue of Mars might speak of atonement by sacrifice. The golden lustre of Venus, the 
beloved, of the Church brilliant in the light of her Lord. The diamond sparkle of Mercury, of 
the increasing intensity of His splendour at His second coming. And should we not strive to 
associate these beams of divine truth with those of the much slandered and debsaed orbs of night 
common to all the climes of earth, while the prophetically commissioned constellations belong but 
to one hemisphere 8 ? The spirit of prophecy by Enoch had taught the later prophets to regard 
the sun as emblematizing the revelation of the glory of the promised Messiah, as the " Sun of 
righteousness" to His creation, earth, moon, and planets rejoicing in His light. That revela­
tion ahines and is overclouded, is more or less bright, which His person cannot be. So after a 
while it would be perceived that these planets were not "companions" of the earth, as the moon 
was soon discerned to be, "going forth" and circling around her. They seem to have been 
named in exact accordance with their natures, and their places in creation, to which these ancient 
names, apparently given by these first astronomers, are perfectly suitable. Our sun of this 
world shines oh them, our eclipses do not reach them : if we might hope that neither does our 
sin and sorrow do eo, it would be delightful to look on them, as abodes of obedient, nnsinning 
creatures cheered by the same influence of Him who is "a sun and a shield," as those abodes 
are, even where they are the farthest off, by the central orb of the system 8 • To every planet of 
our solar system the constellations present the same aspect. Do they declare to them the same 
truths? Are their inhabitants saved by faith in a Mediator, who if not their "brother according 
to the flesh," is their King, by whom and for whom they are and were created'· Had they a 
revelation to faith which cometh by hearing and not by sight? This magnificent creation, even 
when standing in its first innocence, required a mediator for its imperfections. "Behold, 0 God, 
our shield, and look upon the face of thine Anointed 2 .'' 

1 " Arctic," that in wbich He came. n,n, he came, or cometh. 
9 Pethaps in our earth alone, the broken, as its name, r,n, expresses, shall sin and sorrow 

be found. Here, alas ! we know they are, but may we not hope that here alone do they exist ? 
' Eph. I. and iii. Col. i. 16. . 
2 Ps. lxuiv. 9. "Thy Messiah," as it is in the Hebrew; "Christi tui," in the Vulgate; 

Xpurrov uov, in the Sept. So said the inspired prophet of old, so may we all say now. 

END OF PART III. 
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. .ADVERTISEMENT. 

THE lamented decease of the Writer of" Mazzaroth" took place while Part IV. of tpis 

work was passing through the Press, the first sixteen pageM only having oeen printed 

off; the remainder is therefore given to the Public under the disadvantage of not 

having received the Author's final corrections. Careful search has been made among 

the various MSS. remaining, for additional matter, but very little has been found in a 

state ready for printing. 

On p. 15 of Part IV. {ltree Zodiacs are mentioned as figured in this work, whereas 

two only are given. The Writer had contemplated having a lithograph made of the 

Long Zodiac on the portico of the Temple at Dendera. That this intention was relin­

quished (probably on account of the inconvenient length of the zodiac) is evident from 

the foot-note 9 on p. 15 of "Mizraim," where the reader is referred for this zodiac to 

Hamilton's1Egyptiaca. 

The Editor takes this opportunity of acknowledging the great kindness received 

from several friends who have assisted in the correction and arrangement of the closing 

sheets; thanks are especially due to a Clerical Friend of the Writer of "Mazzaroth," 

who has also furnished a Note on the Smaller Zodiac, and one on the Planet Venus. 

C. D. 
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PREFACE TO PART IV. 

TaE facts on which the explanation of the figures attributed to the Constellations is 
founded, have been gathered from authorities chiefly ancient, the originals having 
been examined whenever they could be obtained. The research commenced about 
1811, with Hamilton'slEgyptiaca, and books and monuments in the British Museum. 
Every year has afforded some addition to the materials, and study and meditation 
have arranged and simplified them, and led to inferences derived from persevering 
application to the Hebrew and its dialects. Not till after the system had been com­
pletely developed did it receive the sanction of any other mind; but great was the 
satisfaction afforded by finding from Aben Ezra, as quoted by Dr. Hyde, that the 
ancient Jews bad interpreted in the same manner two of the Constellations, and from 
Albumazer, that the woman had formerly been figu.red with am infant in her arms; 
also, that, among the modems, Humboldt had recognized in Aries the Paschal Lamb 
of the Hebrews; and that our own great Biblical scholar, Faber, had seen the Messiah 
to be typified in the human figures of the sphere, with the foot on the serpent's head. 

Again, a book that ought to be better knowu, "Roberts's Letters to Volney," agreed 
in many of the Oriental derivatiou, as well as the prophetic references of the figures; 
but this very interesting contribution to the defence of Christianity, against the French 
infidelity, is not systematic, nor does it solve all the emblems consistently, therefore 
perhaps it had so little circulation. The French infidel~~, however, have done much to 
establish the explanations that refute their inferences ; they show the correspondence 
between the emblems of ancient astronomy, and the types and prophecies of Revela­
tion; they would derive the prophecies from the emblems, but omit to attempt to 
account for the existence of those emblems in connexion wit}l the stars. As their 
leader calls his attack on Christianity" L'Origine des Cultes" (the Origin of Religions), 
which he considers to be the Constellations of ancient astronomy, the defence, tracing 
the names and emblems of stellar astronomy to the revelation given to Adam, and 
transmitted by Noah, may be called "The Origin of the Constellations." 

Till every name was solved, every emblem explained and applied, the theory could 
not be considered complete : those 110lutions and applications are now brought 
forward. 

The reader is requested to allow for repetitions of the same facts, and even of the 
same applications, in various places. As in a piece of music the theme with which 
it . begins recurs after each variation, as in the theme itself the melody repeats and 
closes with the key-note, so with the theme of this inquiry concerning the meaning of 
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PREFACE. 

the emblems of ancient astronomy: the theme is the correspondence between these 
emblems and divine revelation as recorded in the Scriptures; t.be key-note, "The 
heavens declare the glory of God 1." 

As objects of microscopic examination are presented first on one side and then on 
another, with various degrees of amplification, in order to attain a knowledge of their 
aspect and their uses, which one scrutiny would fail to impart, so are existing facts 
relative to the consteiJations here b-r:onght forward in many points of view, and under 
many kinds of investigation. 

The most important testimonies are also repeatedly adduced as equally essential to 
the establishment of the different proofs. It bas also been inrended to make the state­
ment of each subject complete in itself, and therefore including a recapitulation of 
every circumstance essential to the development of it, so that each might be examined 
at separate times, and as a separate question. 

It was a maxim of the first Napoleon, that repetition was a most important figure of 
speech. His opinion gives some sanction to th~t figure as here used. 

1 The authority of Holy Scripture is established by the fulfilment of the prophecies it contains . 
That fulfilment is proved by history. 
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FOURTH PART. 

ON THE EMBLEMS OF EGYPTIAN MYTHOLOGY, 

AS DELINEATED ON THE PLANISPHERE OF DENDERA AND OTHER MONU­

MENTS Of EGYPT, AND COMPARED WITH THE HEBREW PROPHECIES 

AS RECORDED IN THE SACRED SCRIPTURES. 

HowEVaa desirable it may be to substitute a Christian and rational account of the 
meanings of the ancient constellations, whether as figured by the Egyptian or Cbaldean 
astronomers, yet scruples may arise as to adopting it, unless there can be shown cause 
to believe it the true one. A alight sketch of the principal reasons for thinking it so 
will therefore now be given. 

The ancient Jews and Persians held that Seth, the son of Adam, was the inventor 
of astronomy, as is asserted by the learned Jew Josephus, who lived in the time of 
the Apostles, in his book on the Antiquities of the Jews, in which he also aaya that 
Abraham carried the knowledge of astronomy to the Egyptians. 

The Egyptians held that Thotb, or Soth, or Sothus, was the founder of their astronomy; 
and they made use of the same emblems as the Chaldees for the signa of the zodiac. 
These emblems were used by all the ancient nations of which we have any records, 
as the Egyptians, the Indians, the Chinese, the Burmese, the ancient Persians. The 
Greeks and Romans bad both the emblems and the names', but did not understand 
either. Their poets record fables about the'm generally founded on the name and 
the original meaning of the emblem ; these stories chiefly relating to a son of the 
Supreme Deity, who was often said to be hom of a woman, to suffer, and to die, and 
after death to be taken up into heaven, as a god or constellation : he was almost 
always said to be the conqueror of a terrible serpent, and sometimes to be wounded 
in the heel. Their learned men paid no regard to these traditions, but considered 
the names and meanings of the constellations as things of which no explanation 
remained, even in their days, two thousand years ago; therefore when modem books 
explain them of the seasons, a notion which arose among the Romans in later times, we 
see it is without any authority from those who must have known it, if such had been 
the original intention. Thus the moat ancient writers who gave the names and figures 
exactly as we now have them, do not profess to know any thing about either their 
origin or their purpose: they give them as they received them from their forefathers. 

1 Maz181'oth not being in the mascaline gender, "its" would be a• better rendl'ring than 
"his.'' 

1 The Roman narnes are those we nse, the Greek having a similar meaning. 

A 2 

Digitized by Coogle 



4 ON THE EMBLEMS OF EGYPT1AN MYTHOLOGY. 

These names all have a plain and consistent meaning in the Hebrew •language; they 
all in some way relate to the promise given to Adam and Eve, of a deliverer to be born 
of a woman, to receive the wound in his heel, but finally to bruise the serpent's head : 
to this they add that the same person is to be a shepherd and a king, to have a pecu­
liar people or flock, to be slain as a sacrifice, to rise again, and to come the second 
time as a conqueror and a king. Seth must have known this first promise well, and 
the sacrifice of Abel being said to be offered in faith shows that he also had the 
knowledge that the seed of the woman should be slain as a sacrifice. Enoch, a de­
scendant of Seth, with whom he lived for many years, was, we know, a prophet, and 
prophesied of the second coming of" the Lord with ten thousand of His saints;" and 
from him Seth might learn those other particulars as to this great Deliverer who was to 
come, alluded to in some of the emblems. These same emblems or figures are used by 
all the later prophets whose prophecies are preserved in the Bible '• most frequently 
containing the same words which we have as the names of stars or constellations 5• 

The intention of the inventor of these emblems appears to have been to give a 
memorial of the promise to Adam, and the other prophecies with which he was ac­
quainted. Those prophecies were the same as were afterwards recorded in the Bible, 
being that the seed of the woman, who should come, should be the Shepherd and the 
King of His peoplt>, that He should be aftlicted, pierced, despised, but afterwards come 
again in glory and triumph; that He should have a peculiar people, or church, or as­
sembly, who should be united to Him and to each other: the names of the emblems 
that refer to these prophecies are the very words used by Isaiah, Micah, Malachi, and 
the other prophets who wrote long after the signs and constellations had been 
made objects of idolatrous worship by the heathen, and who therefore could not 

1 Those who have not studied the Hebrew may be surprised why certain letters are considered 
aa fixin' the meaning of the word, and others as of no importance ; in that language they are 
distingw.shed as radical and servile, a difference which may be traced in all languages. As in 
English, m, n, t (as th), and '• and all the vowels, are servile, or changeable, modifying, not 
changing the sense of the word. Thns meat is what we rat, oxen is the plural of ox, they the 
plural of hr, 1he the feminine of he. The verbs exemplify the changes of the vowels, as sat, 
art, sit, and sot, one who bas 1at too long to drink. So of all the Northern dialects. In Arabic, 
though grammars do not so call them, these letters are used as servile. The Greek affords 
~imilar instances ; in Latin and all its derived languages, the same usage is obvious. Thus, 
therefore, in the name Sirius the identity with Stir the Arabic, and Oseir or Osir in the ancient 
Egyptian, has never been questioned; the English and French Sire, and English Sir, are obvious 
derivatives from the primitive root of Sirius, which means to rule. Again, in the name 
Orion, the final n is according to the Arabic usage intensitive, giving force. The word does not 
perhaps at present exist in this particular form in Hebrew, but is regularly formed by the 
Hebrew usage, as he who cometh forth, as also by the Arabic, he who cometh. Both these 
names, however, we have through the Greeks. 

' From Graves on the Pentateuch, Introduction xxiii., where it is said, 
"I would direct the atudent particularly to Mr. Maurice's history, where in book iv., he will, 

I think, find it irrsfutably established that immemorial traditions diffused over all the East, 
and derived from a patriarchal source, concen1ing the fall of man, the original promise, and a 
future mediator, bad taught the gentile world to expect the appearance of a sacred and illustrious 
personage about the time of Christ's Advent." Graves here refers to his O'WD vol. ii., from p. 311 
to 320. He alao, p. 307, quotes from Eusebius, Prtllp. Ev. 9. 8, that Unmenius, the Pytha· 
gorean philosopher, said that Jannes and Jambres (Chald. Paraph.) were inferior to none in 
magic skill, and for that reason chosen by common consent to oppose Mustllus, for so the 
Egyptians called Moses. 

• Sir W. Jones says, "I am persuaded that a connexion subsisted between the old idolatrous 
nations of Egypt, India, Greece, and Italy, long before they emigrated to their respective 
settlements." These are the "ancients" from whom the Greeks derived their comparatively 
"modern" notions of astronomy. "The astronomy of the ancients" must be looked for in the 
Egyptian sculpture and hieroglyphic inscriptions mingled with them, as in the plsnisphere of 
Dendera, not in the mangled traditions and idle fables of the imitative Greeks. See Second and 
Third Parts of this work. • 
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ON THE EMBLEMS OF EGYPTIAN MYTHOLOGY. 5 

borrow them from those nations. It was said by the ancient Jews 
that Adam and Seth were both prophets; but as this is uncertain, and 
as we are told in Scripture that Enoch was such, it is safer to attribute 
the prophecies figured in the constellations to him. The inventor 
seems to have chosen to divide the whole circle in which the sun ap­
pears to niove every year into twelve parts because there are always 
twelve luuations in that time, and to have made them express twelve 
important truths about the promised Redeemer, and then to have 
given three more emblems to each, the constellations above and below 
the zodiac in that place, which should explain and add to them, and 
also to have given to them appropriate names, in that language given 
by the Creator to the first of them. These were called Decans•. 

It was as if these patriarchal prophets had said to their descendants, 
"When ye behold those stars called the YirginT, remember that the 
Seed of the woman, the Desired, is appointed to come, to be despised, 
to be pierced, but to be the King, the Shepherd, and the Guardian of 
His people. When ye look upon those called the Scale1 1, remember 
that He cometh to purchase His redeemed people, that He will finish 
His work upon the cross, offering up Himself as the sacrifice for sin. 
In looking at .the Scorpion, call to mind the wound He must endure 
from the serpent-enemy, that He must receive the bruise in His heel, 
but that He shall bruise the serpent's head. In SagittariUI behold the 
memorial of His going forth as the Sent of God, who shall triumph 
in the end; though He must be sacrificed like a lamb upon the altar, 
yet shall He be exalted over all. In CapricornUI think of Him as the 
great atonement slain for us; cut off, but not for Himself, falling, but 
to rise again, and to raise and save His people from wrath. In Aqua­
riUI look to His arising and exaltation, remembering that He shall 
return in glory, that He cometh quickly, and shall pour out blessings 
on His people. In looking to the stars of Pi8ces, remember the mul­
titudes of His redeemed people, united to Himself and to one another 
in the bond of love, that He cometh quickly, rejoicing, to reign as the 
King who shall rule in righteousness, when His Church shall be set 
free from bondage and from the power of the enemy. In Ariel see 
Him that cometh, when all shall look on Him who was pierced that 
Hie people might be raised up to His throne, being delivered from the 
enemy by their Redeemer, who shall break their bonds. In TaurUI 
think of Him as appointed Ruler, the Prince of princes; the Light 
of the world giving the water of life, and being the Shepherd of His 
flock. When you look up to the two bright stars of Gemini, remember 

·that He is to be the Son of God and the Son of Man, that His enemies 
shall be put under His feet, that He is to be a Prince and a Saviour. 
In the multitude of smali stars in the next sign, view a figure of the 
great company of the Lord's people, His possession in all ages and 
countries, the sheep of His fold, nlled over by Him who is the Mighty 
One that cometh. In the Lion, His final victory over the last enemy, 

e Decan, division, from N:l"l, to break. See p. 18. 
7 It is to be borne in mind, that when the sun was in Aries, the stars of 

Virgo would bo splendid in the evening sky. 
• The Scnles of the zodiac are named as of purchase, not, as eometimes 

supposed, of justice. 

Coma. Centaur, 
Bootee. 

Crux, Corona, 
Victima. 

Serpena, Opblu­
ebua, Hercules. 

Lyra, Ara, Draco. 

Sagitta, Aquila, 
Delphinus. 

Pisces A uatraflo, 
Pegaauo, Cycnus. 

AI Risba the band, 
Cepheus, 
Andromeda. 

Cassiopeia, 
Cetus, Perseus. 

Orion, Eridanua, 
Auriga. 

Lepuo, Canis Maj., 
Cania Min. 

Urea Min., Urea 
Maj., Argo. 

Hydra, Crater, 
Corvus. 
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6 ON THE EMBLEMS OF EGYPTIAN MYTHOLOGY. 

when He ahall be manifested to have all thinga put under His feet, the wrath of God 
resting on the evil one, the great conflict at an end for ever. Behold, the Lord is at 
hand I Thousands of years may paaa ·before all is finished, but what are they to 
Eternity?" 

The Egyptian names of the signs and Decans interpreted from the Noetic roots they 
contain will be found to correspond with the meanings here given, as do th·e Egyptian 
figures with the purport of those we have received from the Chaldean astronomy. 

From the beginning, their beginning, have these heavens which we now contemplate 
been declaring the glory of God, not only His power who made them and ruled their 
motions, but the greatest glory of all His great glories, " He that cometh will come." 
The sunlight of earth cometh, the starlight cometh, they depart and they return, 
teaching that the Light from heaven shall come, shall depart, and shall return, in no 
transitory gleam,-a morning without clouds, without an evening, a sunrise without a 
sunset. The revolution of the heavens so taught the eternal truth developed in time, 
to shine to all eternity. The sun day by day teaches that He whose type it is comes, 
goes, and will surely come again. Those who lived before the first coming, lived in 
a dawning hope of that coming; those who have lived after it, in an evening faith, that 
He has come and will corrle again. The faith of the ancient patriarchs was of the 
early dawn, under a sky brightened by the beams of prophecy, gorgeoue, and full 
of hope ; the faith of those who lived while the Sun of righteousness shone on earth, 
rejoiced in noonday brightness; we who live after ita departure, gaze hopefully on the 
mingled glories of prophecy fulfilled, and prophecy that is aplendid with the promise 
of its return. Those who adapted the ancient zodiac and its accompanying constellation• 
equally to the configuration of the starry heavens and to the revelation of the future · 
destiny of earth then given to them, proclaim from both "He cometh." So daily spake 
the setting and re-arising of the sun, so proclaimed Orion and Sirius among the stan. 
So were they named to express first and foremost that all-important truth, He cometh, 
by those who framed that ancient delineation of the heavens from what they aaw and 
what they had been taught to hope. 

The Egyptians chiefly dwelt on His coming to rule, to conquer, to bruise the serpent's 
head; the Chaldeans more on the equally important and more amazing truth, He 
shall be bruised. The constellations 1 transmitted by them show every where the bruised 
heel, the foot held up as wounded; while in the Egyptian planisphere the foot of the 
conqueror is on the serpent: thus it is made evident that they were not borrowed from 
each other, but had some common source, from which both series of emblems were 
derived, that source being the original prophecy, " He 1o shall bruise thy head, and thou 
shalt bntise his heel." 

1 As described from Hipparcbua by Ptolemy. to Heb. He. 
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TESTIMONIEs TO THE GREAT ANTIQUITY HERE CLAIMED 

FOR THE EMBLEMS OF THE CONSTELLATIONS, 

EGYPTIAN AND CHALDEAN. 

IN the book or Job, by the majority of learned men deemed the most ancient book 
now extant, and among the first ever written, we find the names of Ash, Chesil, and 
Chima rendered in the authorized English translation, Arcturus, Orion, and the Pleiades. 
Near Bootes, sometimes called Arcturus, we still find the name Benet Nash in Ursa 
Major, the daughters of Ash, or the congregation. Aben Ezra on Job ix. 9, interprets 
Ash the seven congregated stars of the Plough, or Great Bear. Chesil is still found at 
the foot of Orion; while Chima may be traced in the Pleiades. 

Mazzaroth in the 38th chapter, 32nd verse, was held by the ancient Jews to be the 
circle of the twelve signs, so called from ,,,, to bind or put together, as the stars to 
form a constellation, and the signs to form the zodiac. The word zodiac or zodion, 
awkwardly derived from the Greek verb to live, as a circle of living things, wh~tn one 
of them is Libra the balance, to which life cannot be attributed, if written in Hebrew 
letters 11'131! 1, is a way, and precisely that kind of way which is composed of distinct 
steps, thus exactly describing the Sun's way through the succeBBive signs of the 
circle. 

That the twelve tribes of Israel bore the twelve signs on their banners in accordance 
with the command of their father Jacob, as transmitted to us in that earliest of poems, 
the blessing of Jacob, in the 49th chapter of Genesis, we have undeniable testimony. 
Josephus informs us that they did ao, and the Chaldee Paraphrase, supposed to be 
of an earlier date, adds that the figure of a man (Aquarius) was on the standard of 
Reuben; a bull, Taurus, on that of Ephraim, who represented his father Joseph; a 
lion, Leo, on that of Judah; and an eagle on that or Dan, as recorded by Aben Ezra. 
It is also said that the Targums attribute to Dan a basilisk, or crowned serpent, 
representing two of the decans of Scorpio, with which the eagle (in Lyra) comes to 
the meridian. These four cardinal signs where the two solstices and the two equinoxes 
took place in ancient times, that is, between B.c. 4000 and 11.c. 2000, correspond with 
the four Cherubic faces, and the tribes which bore them were the leaders of the four 
divisions of the host of Israel, as arranged by divine command in the 2nd chapter of 
Numbers. Whatever might be done in after times, when the prohibition of the second 
commandment had been so often disregarded, it seems probable that only the marks 
representing the chief characteristics of the signs were at first borne on the standards 
of Israel. Some of the emblems are alluded to in the prophecy of Balaam, Numbers 

1 With the Arabic nunation, )', a way proceeding by steps, Ps. xnvii. 23. This dialectic 
termination occurs elsewhere 81110ng the constellations. Many Hebrew nouns also are thus 
formed. 
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8 'TESTIMONIES TO THE GREA. T ANTIQUITY 

xxiv., spoken when from the hill-top he aaw " Israel abiding according to his tribes, 
encamped beside his nuigtu," aa the word f!)J.ftr may be rendered, in obedience to the 
divine appointment in Numbers ii. The prophet of Midian uses the very words of 
the bleuing of Jacob aa to the lion of the tribe of Judah, and that the tribe of Judah 
always bore a lion on its standard is an admitted fact. It was then full in view, and when 
the images of the pouring out of water, of the seed, and of the sending forth of arrows 
are found in his parable immediately connected with that of the lion, it appears that 
these emblems also were before his eyes. There they might be seen on the banners 
of Reuben, who bore Aquariua, Zebulon Virgo, and .Aaher Sagittariua, and the 
allusion being to water, not to the man, to the seed, not to the woman, and to the arrow, 
not to the horse and his rider, thus is confirmed the opinion that they were 10 bome in 
their respective characteristic marks, rather than in the entire imagery of the signa'. 

"There shall come a star out of Jacob," were 'the words divinely put into the mouth 
of the reluctant speaker, thus consecrating to prophecy the image of a star as a type 
of Him who was to come out of Jacob, under whose sceptre should be gathered to­
gether all the children of Seth 1, who should have dominion, and destroy the remnant 
of strife ; thus transmitting· to distant climes and future ages the prediction of the King 
of Glory, the Prince of Peace, under the symbol of a star, a symbol expressively 
typical of the glory of Him who was to come to be a light to lighten the nations. 

The prophecy of Balaam is supposed to have been known to the wise men, the 
Magi •, who aaw in the East the star of Him who was bom King of the Jews. This 
knowledge it is thought they derived through the ancient sacred books of Zoroaster•, 
which contained a prediction that the birth of the expected great one should be 
announced by the appearance of a star in the figure of a Virgin ; the Virgin of the 
zodiac, bearing the promised infant, the branch or ear of com, occupying the place 
now indicated by Coma, vertical over Jerusalem, over Bethlehem: thus if this were 
indeed the place where the new star appeared, it stood over where the young child 
was. If according to tradition His birth took place about the winter solstice, thia 
new star would rise after midnight, and shining during the hours of sleep, would be 
little known, except to those who, as the Magi, watched the starry heavens. Science • 
had declined in Egypt, and the shepherd-astronomers of early days had, in Greece, given 
place to hirelings who knew little of the heavenly bodies. The new star arising in the 
East might be deemed by many who saw it to be one of the planets in their \'arying 

' Every Almanack supplies these marks. 
a The children of Seth included all mankind, none others sunived the flood, they could not 

therefore be all to be destroyed, by the sceptre of the coming Sovereign. The root of "il'IP, 
rendered "destroy," is frequently used as to cauae to meet, Gen. xxvii. 20, to gather together 11 
in a city,,,, Num. :ai. 28. 

The word ,.II in Num. xxiv. 19, rendered the city, is rendered by the Septuagint, trembling, 
and " terrors " in J er. xv. 8 ; it is used as stirring up wrath and strife, and evidently has the 
root of our word war. The resemblance in the Sibylline prediction in Pollio is striking. 

' Magi, from l"'lllC, to be exalted, chief men. 
5 Zoroaster, called also Zerdusht, may have had his Dllllle partly from ,lr, a stranger, a 

foreigner: there were at leut two great men of the name, the first a king and an astronomer, 
not long after the deluge, who is said to have originated fire-worship; the second, cotemporary 
with the prophet Daniel, and supposed to have been one of his disciples, is said to have restored 
the ancient religion of the Magi, perhaps that patriarchal faith which had preceded the time of 
the first Zoroaster, and from which the Magi who hailed the new.bom Saviour may have learnt 
to expect and to adore Him. 

e Hipparchus had lived long before, Ptolemy lived long after the Christian Era: probably from 
the want of any great astronomer at that time, the first appearance of this star was not 
recorded, and even the noonday darkness of the crucifixion but once or twice. See Part II. 
p. 104. 
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OF THE EMBLEMS OF THE COXSTELLATIONS. 9 

aspects and courses. Those who· were watching their flocks by night, under its rays, 
needed the Angel's voice to tell them its forgotten embassy; but though not recognized 
when it shone forth, except by the Magi, yet in the traditions of the nations we trace 
the wide difFusion of the promise of its appearance. Thence probably a star was often 
an attribute of the Divine and Heroic character. Romulus and the first Cmsar among 
men, the Dioscuri 7, the Twin Deities, among Divinities, were so distinguished. 

The new star seen by Tycho Brahe, in Cassiopeia, which blazed for a short time and 
then disappeared, ·sufficiently authorizes us to regard this star as no meteor of our 
earth or sky, but as one of the heavenly bodies, pre-ordained to the glorious office 
of heralding, by an increase of its own brightness, the coming in splendour of Him, 
the true Light, by whom and for whom all things were created. .(Col. i. 16.) 

The principal stories of all ancient mythology, as well as that of Egypt, have been 
by great authorities 8 asserted to have originated from the prophecies of the Messiah 
scattered among the nations, but they have not added that the names and figures 
attributed to the constellations furnished the connecting link'· Others have shown 
the connexion between the fables and the emblems, but have not adverted either to 
the corresponding names, or to the originating prophecies 1. Others again, learned 
and ingenious, but wanting the" one thing needful," without which man's wisdom is 
but folly, have traced all mythology, all worship, to the figures traditionally attributed 
to those groups of stars so vague and formless to the eye, the a~cient constellations; 
but they have not sought any reason for these groups being called by the names of 
visible objects to which 2 they bear no resemblance. Thus they content them~elves 
with the supposition that causeless efFects, motiveless appellations, and meaningless 
delineations may have produced the migl1ty consequences of universal delusion, a 
world-wide veneration of symbols, purposeless and absurd as they receive them, but 
which nevertheless become important in testimony, and· beautiful in adaptation, when 
derived from, and interpreted by prophecy. 

Some theories would refer the fables of Grecian and Oriental mythology to Noah's 
flood, but do not seem to have carried conviction with them. Noah and the Ark, and 
the wickedness and destruction of the old world, are indeed to be traced in the traditions 
of all nations, but they do not afFord the pervading theme of mythology ; that theme is 
ever found to be the Virgin-born, the sufFering and dying, the beneficent rejected and 
finally triumphant Deliverer, Hercules, Prometheus, Krishnu, Balder, or whatever 
else may be the name under which is designated the subject of all prophecy, the 
sufFering seed of the woman, the King Messiah. 

The name of the Ark of Noah and the infant Moses, was Theba. The word ark, 
used by the Latin translators, misleads those who, not knowing the original name, would 
connect the ark with the fabulous ship Argo, as to which, whether there be any 
foundation in fact is very doubtful. The word Argo would mean the company a; 
what company is meant is declared by the name of the chief star, Canopus 4, the 
possession of Him who cometh ; a very similarly sounding word signifies long 6, the 
frequent epithet of the vessel Argo, which is said to have been the first long ship. 
This word is used in Gen. vi. 15, as to the length of the Ark of Noah. Sephina, the 
multitude 8 or abundance, is a name yet remaining in Argo; a similarly sounding word 

7 Plutarch informs us that Kvpoc (Cyrus) was a Persian name of the Sun, evidently from trln. 
• Horsley, Faber, Gladstone on Homer, &c. t Maurice. a Dupuis, Origine des Cultes. 
1 The Crown and the Cross may here be considered exceptions. 
a n,11, the company. • 11:i11 Jp, Him who cometh, a flock. 
s ,,II, long. 6 nl/~1£·, company or multitude. 

PART IV. B 
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10 TESTIMONIES TO THE GREAT ANTIQUITY 

being used as ship7, might assist in the fonnation of the story, and .give rise to the 
modem appellations. 

The Mexicans, like the Chinese, appear to have lost their astronomy for a time 
(probably during their migration from Asia), and like them, attempting to revive it 
from memory, displaced the signs ; they remembered the figure of the Fish, the Goat 
in Capricorn us, and perhaps the name, calling it Cipactli; they had the water for 
Aquarius, and the tiger for Leo; they had also the woman, the scorpion, the archer, 
the ram, the twins, giving them, however, wrong relative positions. It is generally 
admitted that the date of a system of astronomy is to be ascertained from the place 
among the signs from which the beginning of its year is reckoned. As the Mexicans 
began theirs from Capricorn, it is to be inferred that the wiuter solstice had passed 
into that sign at the time of their emigration, which is supposed to have been from 
Egypt. The records of the Persian and other Oriental nations indicate a far earlier 
origin, beginning their year from TauruA, so referring to the time when the vernal 
equinox was in that sign. Above all in antiquity is to be ranked the Jewish year, 
which primitively began in Virgo, when the summer solstice took place about the time 
assigned as the era of the creation of Adam, as deduced from the book of Genesis. 

A great similarity has been observed between the Mexican and the Tartar con­
stellations, the solar and lunar zodiacs being traced in both. The Mexicans have a 
cycle of such wonderful accuracy, as to indicate that they received it from a nation, 
probably Egypt, more deeply versed in science than themselves. The Toltec tribes, 
to w\lom is attributed 500 years' priority to the Astec, are also said to preserve great 
similarity in their computations of time, and in the signs of the zodiac, with Tartar and· 
Buddhist astronomy, thus indicating a common origin, as from their ancestor Noah. 
The Mexicans have a tradition of the deluge, and of a patriarchal family, saved in a 
bark, adding that when the Great Spirit Tescalipoca ordered the waters to withdraw, be 
aent out first a vulture that did not return, and then a humming-bird, which brought 
back a sprig of leaves. After the deluge, men were said to be dumb till tongues were 
distributed among them by a bird, in the shape of leaves: we find here an evident 
allusion to the confusion at Babel; and in the scarcity of traces of primitive roots, in 
these far western dialects, it may be noticeable that the similarity of sound in a leaf, 
ala, and a word, milia '• may be a reason for this metaphor or hieroglyphic. The 
Mexicans had small temples for the astronomical emblems, the tiger or lion, the 
serpent, the eagle, and the wolf; although the serpent and its sanguinary rites had 

7 n:rDD, a ship, Jonah i. 5. 
1 At Thebes, in Egypt, are still found walls covered with the figure of a long ship, which we 

are told was there worshipped, this corroborating the testimony of the name to the tradition of 
the Ark of Noah, called Theba •, that which cometh. 

_Again, we find Thebes in Breotia connected with the tradition of a deluge, and the reign of a 
king named Ogyges; said to have married Thebe, the daughter of Jupiter, whose name, Ogygest, 
is from a word meaning to overflow, to rise as water. Ogygian was used as an epithet upressive 
of remote and obscure antiquity, so uncertain was all connected with his history. 

'!raditions on the subject of the deluge esiat in the mythology of various nations ; in that of 
Chma there were stories and pictures of a great inundation, from which eight persons were saved; 
in that of Mesico l was found the deluge of Cos Cos. 

' n;v, n'"'· 

* II:! (n) t m11, to overflow, rise, as water. 
l In an Italian comment on a Mesican picture, it is said, " these two figures are the first man 

and woman," and that the knife between them showed that " death came into the world from 
their transgre88ion." " When the sign of the rabbit, Aries, arrivad, they fasted on. account of 
the fall of the first man." 
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OF THE EMBLEMS OF THE CONS'fELLATIONS. 11 

eventually superseded their former and purer worship, they seem originally, like the 
Peruviaus, to have adored the Sun alone, for in wishing to express or fix an hour, 
they were accustomed to point to that part of the sky where the Sun would then 
appear, and say ltzi Teotl, "there will be God 1." 

Champollion read on the zodiac oF Dendera the title of Augustus Cteaar, on that of Esneh 
the name of Antoninus, Such may have been the dates of the buildings, or of their repairs. 
But the headless horse, the ascending node, being placed beyond where Aquarius joined on 
Pisces, shows a much earlier era for the invention of the zodiac. Dupuis, who calculated the 
date of the planisphere from 4000 B.c., appears best to have understood it. The zodiac now 
need is that of Ptolemy's time, rather later than that 'of Augustus : but as has been observed, 
Canterbury Cathedral and other buildings on which our ancestors inscribed it are not therefore 
of that age; so this temple need not be referred to the ers indicated by the solstice in Aquarius. 
The Egyptians depicted the ancient patriarchal zodiac as it bad -come down to them, adding 
emblems that belonged to their own times, as did Ptolemy in one instance (the second, or half­
horse), and Flamstead most rashly in many others. 

Hieroglyphics are said to be of three kinds :-I. Phonetic, when the hieroglyphic stands for 
a letter. Champollion says that this letter is the initial of the name in the language of the 
country. 2. Emblematic 'Or symbolic, of the thing represented. 3. Figurstive, of the object 
itself. "The Chinese," probably of the same origin, "present to the eye the &anle object or 
quality." So the Hebrew alphabet, according to many authorities. 

Champollion gives it as his matured opinion that the three kinds are often combined in the 
aame phrase. He 88similates them with the Hebrew, Greek, and Latin characters. 

The interpretation here given to the names of the constellations, whether of those hieroglyphic 
names found on the Dendera planisphere or astronomy, as transmitted to us from time immemorial, 
with very slight variations in the Chaldean, Indian, and Burmese, is founded·on the principle that 
the language given by the Creator to Adam differed but little from the Hebrew of the book of 
Genesis, that difference where it seems to e.dst, chiefly consisting in the use of some roots more 
according to the idiom of the dialectic languages, Chaldee, Syriac, Arabic, than to that of the 
Biblical Hebrew; as for instance, a root only found in the Scriptures as a verb, may be rendered 
as a noun on the probability that such a noun was once in use, though _ not occWTing in the 
sat'J"ed books. 

A proof that the language given to Adam was radically Hebrew, may be found in the fact that 
the names Adam, Eve, Cain, Abel, Seth, are pure Hebrew words, explained as such in the 
account of their origin. Another strong presumption is that the naines of living creatures in 
Hebrew are remarkably significant of their distinguishing qualities,· indeed, may be said to offer 
the best definition of them. Again, the names of places given before the confusion of tongues 
are equally significant, as Eden, the happy place, the land of Nod, of going -forth or wandering; 
it is well known that the confusion is, in the original, aaid to be of the lip, or pronunciation, 
which accounts for the existence of Hebrew roots in every language. 

The meanings here presented of the twelve signs and the other constellations are conveyed in 
their yet extant names ; the agreement between the Arabic, Coptic, and Latin names, when 
written in Hebrew letters, is remarkable, the Greek appearing to have been merely translations 
of the original names. 

It seems, at first, very extraordinary that the :J,atin names should so coincide with the import 
of the emblems and the oriental names, but it may be thus accounted for: the oldest of the Greek 
writers report that Zeus, tile Jupiter of the Greeks, had expelled from the sovereignty of heaven 
the more ancient deity called by them Kronos, the powerful, by the Latins, Saturn, the hidden. 
Italy, from him called Satumia Tellns, was called also by the equivalent name of Latium, the 
place of hiding; here then we might well expect to meet with traces of the patriarchal religion, 
there lingering long, as it has been often supposed to have done, after it was driven from the 
East by the worship of the new divinities; and here, accordingly, we find the Supreme Deity 
called Jove, an evident corruption of the sacred name Jehovah, and Jupiter, of Jab-pater 2• 

Other names of the gods of the Romans, wholly different from those of the Greeks, are also 
traceable to Hebrew roots agreeing with their attributes ; it is allowed that the Romans derived 

1 In this apparently most ancient phrase, the Noetic root, to come or go forth, may be traced 
in the first word, and in the second, a resemblance to Tbeos, a Greek name of God, allowed to -
be from :-nn•. 

' ,~s, Arabic sense, Creator. 
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12 TESTIMONIES TO THE GREAT ANTIQUITY 

them, with other words of their language, from the Etru8C8D1, whose high ci't'ilization is now< 
attracting the attention of antiquarians. From this ancient people, then, it should seem that 
they also derived their names for the constellations, so widely differing in sound, though agreeing 
in meaning with the Gteek 3 ; therefore as the ancient Coptic are considered to preserve thti 
old Egyptian, 80 the Latin appears to transmit the Etruscan appellations, if fror;n .. 1\ifl"erent 
Hebrew roots, still equally applicable to the universally recognized aymbols to which they are 
applied. 

If each and all are found to correspond with the predictions of the Hebrew prophets, the same 
figures being employed, mostly clothed in words derived from the same roots, as the yet estant 
names of these emblems, may it not safely be inferred that they relate to the same s•hjeet? 
And that subject we know to be the Desire of all nations; He who was to come, revealed to the 
first man under the figurative expression of the 1eed of the toomtm. In many ancient zodiacs 
we find the woman with an infant in one hand, and an ear of corn in the otber; in tbe Egyptian. 
with the ear of com, the seed only ; in the planisphere of l)endera another female figure holds 
the infant below. A stsr in the place once occupied by the infant, is still called Al-Mureddin, 
He who is to descend. In the earnest apostrophe of the prophet Isaiah •," 0 that thou wouldest 
rend the heavens, that thou wouldest come down!" the same root occurs in the same sense, 
applied to the same person; of that infant it is reoorded by Albumazer, the Arabian astronomer, 
that He had a Hebrew name which was by many nations called Issa or Jesus ; by the Greeks 
Christ. That in every sign similar analogies exist bas been previously shown. 

"The surest and best characteristic of . a well-founded and eztensiYe indnctio11 is, when 
verifications of it spring up, as it wtre, spontaneously into notice, from quarters where they be 
least ezpeeted, or from among instances of that very kind which were at first considered hostile 
to them. Evidence of this kind is irresistible, and compels assent with a weight that IICBlOOl:r 
any other possesses s." 

Such evidence seems to abound for the "induction " here advocated, namely, that ancient 
astronomy affords proof of ancient revelation, and of the purport o'f it. 

Albumazer, in the ninth century, said: " Of the Decans, and their houses, aooording to the 
Persians, Babylonian,, and Egyptians. 

" Here follow the Decans, which the Arabs in their language call facu, which we will arrange 
according to the order used by the Persians, Chaldeans, and Egyptians. They are three to 
each sign of the way, which are called steps. They begin from Aries." 

In c. l:i, he speaks of the Decans according to the Indians. (Albumazer, Flores Astrologile, 
c. 12, B. M.) 

Aben Ezra, in the thirteenth century, says on Albumazer's enumeration of the constellations. 
that " according to Albumazer none of these forms from their first invention have Yaried in coming 
down to \Ill, nor one of their words (names) changed, not a point added nor diminished •." 

The Indians have them under different names and various emblems, but aseigo to them stars 
which identify them with those of the Arabs. (See Le Geutil.) 

Riociolus says that it appears from Arab astronomy that it was as old as Adam, and the namea 
preserved by them antediluvian. 

That in the earliest ages of mankind God had spoken is shown by the ancient emblems of 
Egyptian astronomy; for the prophetic annunciation recorded in the book of Genesis, that the Seed 
of the woman should bruise the serpent's bead, and receive a bruise in His heel, is reflected in 
them ; but in them was also indicated the time when He should come, and receiving the bruise 
in the heel, be offered as was the Lamb which typified Him, the great atoning sacrifice. In 
Aries the Lamb, the Ammon of Egypt, it was foreshown that when the sun, the prophetic and 
scriptural type of Him who, like the suo, was to come, to go away and to return, should come to 
the spring equinox, at that place in the starry heavens, then the Lamb of God should literally 
and Yisibly shed that blood which taketh away ain. God alone, who seeth the end from the be. 
ginning, could 80 appoint the emblematic sacrifice of the Mosaic passover fifteen hundred years 

3 The very name Etruris confirms this supposition ; In Hebrew signifying very rich, abundant, 
fertile. . 

• Isa.lziv. English, lziii. Hcb. Compare John vi. 33, and xii. 24. 
1 HcrscbPU on Nat. Philos. p. 170. 
0 Alltrology, according to Lucian, was the work of the first kings who existed. 
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OF THE EMBLEMS OF THE CONSTELLATIONS. 13 

beforehand, and gradually and yearly approaching the emblem figured in it, and the star whose 
ancient and well-known appellation, Al Natik, explained it. In the earliest records of Arab astro­
nomy, before the birth of Christ, that sign was so described, and that star so named. In the 
darkness of the crucifixion that star would be seen, on the Lamb prefigured by the sign it shone. 

Such then was the first sign, the Lamb of sacrifice; when the spring equinox reached that 
sign, the Lamb of God should be slain, the great atonement completed. The next, also a 
sacrificial animal, emblematic likewise of dominion, and one of the divinely appointed cherubic 
forms. The union of the two natures, divine and human, in Him who should come, was figured 
in the third. The multitudes of His purchased people were represented in the fourth. In the 
fifth, another of the cherubic forms, His final victory. In the sixth, at the traditional anniversary 
of the creation of man, the Seed of the woman, the bead of the new creation. The work of His 
redemption in the seventh. In the efghth, the predicted bruising of His heel, above which 
another of the cherubic forms, the eagle ascending and again descending from heaven. In the 
ninth, the going forth, conquering and to conquer. In the tenth, giving His life, as a sacrifice for 
Bin. In the eleventh, the man, also a cherubic form, arising, pours forth blessings on His 
people. In the twelfth, the uniting and supporting the multitudes of His redeemed are shown 
forth. So was filled up the circle, the chief points of which were distinguished according to the 
divinely ordained similitudes before the gate of Eden 7. 

On the first discovery of the planispbere of Dendera, some of the learned of that day, perceiving 
the great antiquity indicated by the position of the solstice, claimed that antiquity for the temple 
wherein it was found. But for this there was no foundation. The zodiac according to Ptolemy 
as sculptured on the Norman porch of St. Margaret's Church at York, and also in Canterbury 
Cathedral, does not thus indicate that the buildinga were as ancient as that zodiac. 

The zodiacs of Dendera and of Esne contain internal marks of the utmost antiquity in their 
common origi~;~, apparently referring to a time when the winter solstice, 4000 B.c., was quitting 
Pisces to enter Aquarius. In the signs, the fish, inhabitants of the deep, are followed by the 
streams of water in Aquarius, and those by the figure half-fish, half-quadruped, to which the 
solstice had receded in the time of Ptolemy. The figure in the Dendera zodiac over the 
junction of the kid and fish in Capricorn, might be inserted to show that at the time of the 
building of that temple the solstice had arrived there; but the headless horse (as other headless 
figures, a well-known emblem of the ascending node) marks that the place where the sun 
began to re-ascend had previously been where Pisces joined with Aquarius. That the summer 

· solstice was then in Leo is indicated by the figure under the lion pouring out water from two 
vases, as representing the inundation of the .Nile, always commencing at the summer solstice, and 
thus perhaps figuring t111o sources of the Nile. 

· The Egyptian astronomers have always represented the serpent-enemy in a state of humi­
liation, except it be in Scorpio. The dragon enveloping the pole, so well known from China to 
Scandinavia, they superseded by the emblems of Him who was to come, the seed, the enthroned 
conqueror. In the planisphere of Dendera thi,s will be seen. 

In Aries the conqueror is twice typified. In Cetus the bead of the enemy is under the foot 
of" Him who cometh." In Perseus He is named the enemy or conqueror of the serpent. 

In Taurus He comes in triumph, and treads under foot His enemy. 
In Gemini they have typified the two natures, divine and human, by a youth with dinne 

attributes leading a feminine form, expressing the human nature, including male and female. · 
In Scorpio, the scorpion is of a most disproportionate size, per haps to make him a fitting 

antagonist of the conqueror. 
In Cancer the passing of the IUIDmer solstice, from Leo in which tradition recorded its earlier 

position, is denoted by the revered Egyptian emblem of the sun, the sacred Scarabeeus, from 
which figure the Greeks derived that of the crab, both creatures holding fast their young, their 
"possession." 

In Leo, no alteration is seen; in each sphere the victor-lion has his foot on the serpent-enemy. 
In Virgo, the woman of prophecy bears the seed, the ear of corn; below, the human mother 

holds the infant, showing forth "Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given." 
In Libra, a youth with the 1inger pointing to the lip emblematizes " He shall bruise and be 

brnieed 1.', 

7 Richer, a recent French writer, has repeatedly said, that in the constellations might be traced 
the whole primitive revelation; but beyond the woman, the seed, and the serpent, he did not 
attempt to explain them. Roberts, an English Clergyman, wrote" Letters to Volney," in which 
he laid down the same principle, but went much further, tracing the bruising of the serpent's 
head in Scorpio. G. S. Faber also has said, wherever the figure of a man occurs in the sphere, 
it represents the Messiah, and recognized the serpent as subdued by Him. Still none of these 
perceived that the whole sphere was a system of symbolized prophecy, nor had the present writer 
seen their works till far more than they recognized had been deciphered. 

I ngw, the lip; .,,w, to bruise. 
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14 GREAT ANTIQUITY OF THE EMBLEMS. 

In Sagittariu, the Divine and kingly conqueror rides in triumph. Under the horse's foot 
there appears to be the serpent. 

In Capricorn us, the victor is the victim, but is named the conqueror of the serpent. 
In Aquarius, He pours forth the water of life on the fish, emblem of His people, and there is 

llllid " He returneth from afar.'' 
In Pisces, the two fishes united by a band are held by a female figure, called as in Aries, 

the appointed. It is remarkable that the hieroglyphic name of Set, the appointed, should thus 
be given both to the first and to the last of the decans, to the lamb and to the woman. 

The authority of Holy Scripture is established by the fulfilment of the prophecies it contains. 
That fulfilment is proved by history, those prophecies are emblematized in this planispbere. 

That the seed of the woman shall bruise the serpent's head, and it should bruise His heel, 
ia the fouodation on which is constructed the whole of this delineation of the starry heavens, 
with those of the Indisns, Persians, Arabs, or, as in fact these all are, the Chaldeao. Abraham 
was a Cbaldean, and traditional history bas llllid a great astronomer. Cbaldean astronomy is 
continually appealed to as the original of the science. It bas been supposed that Melcbisedek, 
the righteous king, was Shem in person, who must have known all that Noah knew on the 
subject, and Noah must have known what Adam, Seth, and Enoch are traditionally llllid 
to have established as to the names and positions of the stars. But with the Chaldean 
astronomy, which is in fact ours, the Egyptian does not always agree. The Egyptians bad 
derived their science from Noah before Abraham came among them, and in this planispbere 
we have the record of it. The number and purport of the emblems are the same, and similar 
meanings are traceable in their names by the aid of the roots preserved in the Hebrew Scrip­
tures. In the subsequent tables, the names that have been obtained are so explained, and 
references given to the parts of the Hebrew Scriptures where the Noetic roots are need in the 
eense here given to them. · 

It has been well observed in an essay on the antiquities of Egypt, that the number of coin­
cidences, separately perhaps of little importance, gives them weight and value in the aggregate. 
This remark introduces evidence giving much support to the foregoing explanations. A small 
edifice was attached to every Egyptian temple, the entrance to which was through the asnctuary. 
It was called "the birth-place:" in it are found reliefs and paintings representing the birth of 
the third person of the triad of divinities to whom the temple is dedicated. This triad is of 
father, mother, and son. They are sometimes figured with the countenances of the Pharaoh 
who erected the temple, hie queen, and son, as in the temple at Harmonthis, which i9 said 
to represent the birth of the god Harphre (meaning He who cometh, the offspring), and also 
of Ptolemy Creasrion, son of Julius C~esar and Cleopatra. The great hope and end which this 
superstition held forth to its votaries, as the consummation of their religion, was the birth of 
a god. When we compare these newly recovered evidences with the assertion of the ancient 
writers on Egypt, that the Egyptian priests copied the figures of their divinities from the con­
stellations, the proofs of the reference of these emblems to the coming of the Redeemer are 
much corroborated. 

In the asme work it is shown that the assertions of Dupuis and others, of the great antiquity 
of the temples of Dendera and Esne, are confuted by inscriptions bearing the name and date 
of Augustus C~esar. These assertions were founded on marks of antiquity in the place of 
die equinox in the zodiac. The figures of the zodiacs may be ancient, though that identical 
carving of them might be recent, as in the almanacks of our own time, the sun, moon, and 
planets are designated by marks of the greatest antiquity, the sun in particular by the very 
Egyptian hieroglyphic now so deciphered in the most ancient inscrip~ions. So no one disputes 
that the figures of the twelve signs on modern celestial globes are at least as old as Hipparcbus 
and Ptolemy, though that globe is of recent construction. ·The greater antiquity of the 
original from which this planisphere must have been taken may be seen from the summer 
solstice, as has been previously shown, denoted by the inundation of the Nile, being shown as under 
Leo, in accordance with the ancient tradition that once it was there, and also by the headless figure, 
the well-known Indian mark of the ascending node, being more immediately over Aq11arius, where 
the winter solstice bad been, as in China, previously observed. That antiquity belongs to its 
first formation, and in no way to the date of the erection of the temple. Some later emblems 
may have been introduced, as those modern ones of Flarnstead among the constellations described 
by Ptolemy. Or as the representations of the zodiac in the Cathedral of Canterbury, and on the 
porch at St. Margaret's at York, have no reference to the time of the construction of those 
buildings (the Saxon or Norman architect was not astronomer enough to decipher the age of 
those figures, nor did he intend by the use of them to give the date of his building, to which they 
have never been supposed to have the slightest reference); so the Greek, Roman, or Egyptian 
architect of the temple used these ancient emblems to give a religious sanction to his erection, but 
with no purpose of exalting its claim to antiquity by their adoption. Their cotemporaries 
unders~ not, but they worshipped. Unhappily these records had become instruments of 
idolatry, as man has too often perverted well-intended memorials. to evil purposes. 
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THE ASTRONOMY OF THE ANCIENTS. 15 

ON THE ASTRONOMY OF THE ANCIENTS a, 

All authorities, ancient and modern, agree in attributing the origin of the science of astronomy 
to Chaldea, to" Chaldean shepherd!." When Babylon a, the chief city of Chaldea, was taken 
by Alexander, records were there found of obse"ations of astronomical phenomena referring 
back nineteen hundred years, two thousand years and more before the Christian era, thus 
remounting nearly to the date of the confusion of tongues, of which Babylon w1111 the scene 
and centre. At that time, about 2000 B.c., the summer solstice bad receded from Leo, its 
earliest recorded position, into Cancer. This position of the solstice is indicated in this and 
the other zodiacs, as may be seen by the figure of the Scarabreus, afterwards corrupted into 
that of the Crab, where Leo terminates and the following sign or division of the zodiac com­
mences. Any earlier position of the solstice would indicate ob~ations in antediluvian times, 
and possibly transmitted by Noah. But no Egyptian monument yet found is without the 
Scarabreus in the sign Cancer, though in the planisphere of Dendera the summer solstice, once 
in Leo, is commemorated by the pouring out of water, 1111 in the inundation of the Nile '· 

A memorial of the position of the summer solstice, consistent with the dates usually 888igned 
to the creation of Adam, will, however, be seen in all three of the zodiacs here figured~ 

In the circular one, the planispbere of Dendera, under Leo· is a female fignre with vases, 
as of the pouring out of water. When the solstice took place in Leo, the inundation of the 
Nile there commenced, and that annual phenomenon of nature has followed and will follow 
the recession of the solstice while sun and earth endure in their present relations. An earlier 
winter solstice than that in Capricorn is indicated by the headless horse, the emblem of the 
ascending node of the solar circuit, being placed over Aquarius. A hawk-headed figure, con­
sidered to symbolize the sun, over Capricorn, has been explained as marking that the sun 
at the winter solstice was there, as it would be when the summer solstice was in Cancer; but 
in this zodiac it stands in the centre of the sign, where the body of the fish joins the fore-part 
of the kid, and may have a different signification. 

Representations of the twelve signs of the zodiac, such as here given in the planisphere of 
Dendera, are found on many other ancient monuments of Egypt, and in the oldest records of the 
Brahmins. Wherever there is any tradition as to their invention, it is attributed to the first 
fathers of mankind, and where a name is mentioned it is Seth, Soth, or Thoth; among the 
ancient Persians, Adam and Enoch being also named. In Egypt · the twelve signs bad each 
a temple where they were worshipped. Many of the tribes of Arabia, some earlier, some later 
than Ishmael, took one of the stars for their distinguishing emblem. One tribe is still called 
Beni Sohail, the sons of Sohail, or Canopus. 

From Noah the earlier tribes, from Abraham the later ones, had heard of the promised 
Messiah (Soheil, the Desired); to Him therefore the homage was originally paid, which after­
wards Willi corrupted into the first form of idolatry, Sabianism, or the worship of the host 
ofbeaven. · 

Other nations speedily sunk into a coarser kind of idolatrous worship, the livipg creatures 
whose figures are to be found in the twelve sips being those every where adopted as idols. The 
stories told of these false gods may be traced to the forms and the most ancient of the names 
of the constellations, thus showing that originally they bad some reference to religion, the 
first universal religion of mankind, the revelation to Adam and Enoch. Every where we find 
among the traditions of the nations, that a Son of God, Himself a God, should . come, should 
be the friend of the human race, should suffer, and should die, and should rise again to heavenly 
glory. 

Such were the stories of Hercules among the Greeks and Romans, of Osiris and Horns 
among the Egyptians, and Krishna among the Brahmins. Balder, the benign son of Odin, 
beloved of all, yet doomed to die, among our northern ancestors, and the Mexican deity born 
of a woman, are again remarkable instances of the same fact ~. 

Sir William Jones has pointed out that the most ancient nations, in the earliest periods of 
their history, were acquainted with astronomy, which be considers they received from Noah 

' The" ancients" referred to are not those treated of in Sir G. C. Lewis's work "On the 
Astronomy of the Ancients," the early Greeks and Romans, but their remote ancestors the 
Cbaldeea, Assyrians, and Egyptians. 

3 Isa. xiii. 19. 
• In an earlier enumeration of the signs, in Gen. xlix., there is no trace of Scarabaeus or Crab; 

but an allusion to the primitive roots of the word Cancer (Kan, cattle, Kir, gained) exists in 
the yet extant names, the Asselli, asses or cattle, in this position. 

~ The names of these false gods of the heathens bear testimony to their origin. Hereules 
means, in the Oriental dialects, He who cometh to labour and to suffer; Osiris, the prince or ruler; 
Horns, He who cometh forth as light; Krishna, the sun. 
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16 THE ASTRONOMY OF THE ANCIENTS. 

and his descendants; but their traditions, though often referring to Noah and the deluge, still 
attribute the invention of astronomy to one who lived before him, to whom they frequently give 
the name of Seth, 8oth, or Thoth. 

The worship of the suu might have begun from his glorious appearance and usefulness to 
man; but we cannot so account for the worship of the twelve signs, which are none of them 
auch remarkable constellations as Orion and the bear, for in some of them there is not even 
one bright star. But if all the children of Noah had been taught the n11mes and the meaning 
of the emblems, this would account for the same early astronomy, and the same early religion 
being found every where. Wherever they went they saw the same stars, which reminded them 
of the promise to Adam, and of the other prophecies which were given by Enoch. 

Though these wandering tribes had traditions of the deluge, there is not among the starry 
emblems any reference to it. The water in Aquarius is poured out by a human figure from 
an urn, and is received into the mouth of a fish ; that of Eridanus passes under the figure 
of the sea-monster, called Cetus, but not like the deluge among and over the creatures of the 
earth. Argo baa been thought to refer to Noah's ark, but as Noah's vessel was called Thebah, 
the name cannot be so derived; and as the other names in that consteUation mean the desired, 
the seed, the branch, and the possession of Him tbat cometh, some other meaning must have 
originally belontred to it. One name, Sephina 0, means a multitude; but a word very like it is 
applied to a ship, and thus may have originated the interpretation of Argo as a ship. There 
is no reference in any of the starry emblems to the prophecy of Noah, so wonderfully fulfilled, 
and still fulfilling, as to the future destiny of his three sons; none to the drowning of the human 
race, or the rainbow. Consequently it would appear that they were invented before the fiood, 
even if the traditions of the nations had not told us that they were so. 

From the first beginning of idolatry, in the foundation of Babylon by Nimrod, horoscopes 
were drawn. Every one is hom when the sun seems to be passing through some one of the 
twelve signs; and according to the purport of that sign, along with the places of the planets, 
and other circumstances, was predicted what should happen to that person. All the signs which 
show the humiliation, the sufferings, and the death of the promised seed of the woman, were 
said to have an uulucky effect ; while those that show His second coming in glory were reckoned 
fortunate. So taught the science of astrology, still referred to in old-fashioned almanacks~ 

NOTE ON THE ASTRONOMY OF THE ANCIENTS. 

(From Southey's" Doctor.") 
" According to the Cabalists, the ancient Hebrews represented the stars severally and col­

lectively by the letters of their Alphabet ; to read the stars, therefore, was more than a 
metaphorical expression with them. And an astral alphabet for genethliacal purposes was 
published near the close of the fifteenth century, at Cracow, by Rabbi Kapol Ben Samuel, 
in a work entitled ' The Profundity of Profundities.' 

" But as \his would rest upon an insecure foundation,-for who could be assured that the 
alphabet bad been accurately made out ?-it bas been argued that the heavens are repeatedly 
in the Scriptures called a book, whence it is to be. inferred that they contain legible characters; 
that tba first verse of the first chaprer of Genesis ought to be translated • In the beginning 
God created the letter or character of the heavens,' and that in the nineteenth Psalm we 
should read 'their line ' instead of ' their sound has gone forth into all lands,' this referring 
to their arrangement in the firmament like letters upon a roll of parchment. Jews, Platonists, 
and Fathers of the Church, are shown to have believed in This celestial writing. And there 
can be no question but that both the language and the characters muRt be Hebrew, that 
being the original speech, and those the original characters, and both divinely communicated 
to man, not of human invention. But single stars are not to be read as letters, as in the 
astral alphabet. This may be a convenient mode of noting them in astronomical observations ; 
the elements of this celestial science are more recondite in proportion as the science itself is 
more mysterious. An understanding eye may distinguish that the stars in their groups form 
Hebrew letters, instead of those imaginary shapes which are called the signa of the zodiac. 
But as tba stars appear to us only as dots of light, much skill and sagacity are required for 
discovering how they combine into the complex forms of the Hebrew alphabet. · The astral 
scholar reads them as antiquaries have made out inscriptions upon Roman buildings, by the 
marks of the nails, when the letters themselves bad been torn away by rapacious bands for 
the sake of the metal. Indeed it is not unlikely that the Abbe Barthelemi took the hint from 
the curiously credulous work of his countryman Galfarel, who has given examples of this 
celestial writing from the Rabbis Kapol, Chomer, apd Abindan. In these examples the stars 

0 vgw, Heb. and Syr., n:rsc, Arab., Job i. 5o( once), whence our word ship. 
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are repreaented by white apots upon the black li~ee of the Hebrew letter. The Abbe, when 
he writes upon this subject to Count Caylus, eeems not to have known that Peireec had restored 
ancient inscriptions by the same means; if, however, he followed the example of Peireec without 
choosing to mention his name, that omni-erudite man himaelf is likely to have eeen the books 
from whence Gaft'arel derived his knowledge." (The Doctor, vol. iii. page 208.) 

" ln Egypt every month was supposed to be under the care of three Decans '• or directors, 
for the import of tlje word must be found in the neighbouring language of the Hebrews and 
Syrians. There were tbirty-aix of these, each superintending ten days; and these decsna 
were believed to exercise the most extensive influence over the human frame. Astrological 
squaree calculated upon this mythology are still in existence. St. Jerome called it the 
opprobrium of Egypt." (Ibid., page lllS.) 

"Professor Mitchell in his lectures on astronomy, said that not long since, he bad met in the 
city of St. Louis, in Misaouri, a man of great scientific attainments, who for 40 years had been 
engaged in Egypt deciphering the hieroglyphics of the ancients. This gentleman stated to him 
that be had lately unravelled the inscriptions on the coffin of a mummy, now in the British 
Museum, and that by the aid of previous observation, he had discovered the key to all the 
astronomical knowledge of the Egyptians. The Zodiac, with the exact poaitiol! of the planets, 
was delineated on the collin, and the date to which they pointed was the autumnal equinox in 
the year B.c. 1722, or nearly 4000 years ago. Professor Mitchell employed his assistants to ascer­
tain the exact position of the heavenly bodiee belonging to our solar system on the equinox of 
that year, 1722 B.c., and sent him a correct diagram of them, without having communicated his 
object in so doing; the calculations were made, and to his astonishment, on comparing the 
result with the statements of l!s scientific friend already referred to, it was found that on the 
7th October, 1722 B.c., the moon and planets had occupied the exact positions in the heavens 
marked upon the coffin in the British Museum 8." (Times, December 31, 1869.) 

Mr. Tudor in his work on Egyptian hiatory refers to an ancient zodiac in which the autumnal 
equinox is placed 10 as to refer to 1743 B.C. 

NOTE ON " 1743." 

Names of Chaldee Months, with the Signs under which they occurred about B.c. 17 43. 

Capricornus, December, Tebeth, l"'::ltl, ~Cbaldee) to ewell, as floods, &c. 
Pisces, January, Scbebat, n:uv, Cbaldee or Peraic) turning, 88 the new year. 
Aries, February, AdBr, ,.!II, (Chaldee) brightening. 
Taurus, March, Niaan, 11Vl, second or reduplicate, being the thirteenth 

month in every second year, by which the 
Jewish passover, &c., were kept right. 

Gemini, April, ljar, ,II', shining. 
Cancer, May, Sivan, J'IU, ( Chaldee) heat. 
Leo, June, Tammux,l!ll'l, completion, of the length of the day. 
Virgo, July, Ab,::ltt, goinga-y. 
Libra, August, Elul, .,,.,tt, turning. 

September, Tiari, ,w ( n) ruling, the first, or ruling month. Jewish 
new year, supposed to be the anniversary 
of the creation of Adam. 

Scorpio, October, Marcheevan, nm,o, by Cbaldee change of lt, wet, rainy, into lf· 

Sagittarius, November, {C~~7 or Kialeu,} cold, or frosty, hard. 

Capricomus, December, { Tebeth, (88 above)"\ floods. 
M::ltl, j . 

7 Decan, the name there given to the Conetellatimie, referred to a Semitic or Noetic root, 
from n::l,, to break, means divisions. ·, ' .. .. 

• On such a coffin in the British Museum may be eeen the twelve signs, and their resemblance 
to those on the Dendera aodiac observed. · · · ' · . 

l'.A.RT IT. 
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ASTROLOGY OF THE ANCIENTS. 

Astrology is man's corruption of astronomy, as idolatry is man's corruption of religion: both 
originated from the truths they perverted, and testify to the beauty and reality of that which 
they distort. 

If God had led Abraham forth to look for instruction to the stars of heaven, man knelt and 
worshipped them. If divine truths were set forth in the forms of tbe cherubim, man made an 
imperfect copy in gold of one of them, and cried, "These are your Elohim, 0 Israel 1." 

If Adam, Seth, and Enoch had desired to impress on the memories of their descendants the 
promise that bad been as life from the dead to themselves, by the names they annexed to the 
lights placed in heaven for signs as well as for seasons, too many of those descend&nts would 
attempt to tum the prophetic emblems in heaven of the sufferings and triumphs of the Messiah 
into foreshadowings of their own destinies on earth. If the stars foretell of Him, said they, why 
not of us? And accordingly those signs that figured His future glories they held to promise 
good to themselves; those that figured His sufferings, calamity. There seemed one link between 
those far-off luminaries and themselves: each had been born when the sun's place was with some 
of them. That link they seized, and distributed their predictions accordingly. Thus from those 
signs foreshowing the triumphant reign of the Messiah they anticipated good to the persons born 
under them; from those which indicate His sufferings they predicted evil. 

Aben Ezra, a learned Jew who wrote much concerning the stars in the thirteenth century, 
records that the ancient Jews called one of the constellations the Shepherd, and another the head 
of Satan, or the evil one; and Albumazer, an Arabian astrouom'er in the ninth century, has said 
that the Virgin held in her arms an infant, called by a name having a meaning which the 
Hebrews understood of the Messiah, and the Christians of Christ'· On such authority may we 
not look to the starry heavens as indeed " declaring the glory of God? " 

Astrology affords a remarkable evidence of the meanings anciently given to the twelve signs, and 
of the importance of which those meanings were considered to be to mankind. But in modem 
times people are said to be born ol)der one sign, while in reality they are born under another, 
because the sun is now seen among different stars at the equinoxes, and consequently in all the 
other months, from what he was when the globes and maps that modem astrologers use were 
first made 3• Therefore all now said must be wrong, calling a person born under Aries, who 
really was born when the sun was to be seen among the stars of Piscea,-two signs to which 
astrologers give very different meanings'· This kind of fortune-telling is spoken of in the 
Bible~ as false, and to be punished. It was much cultivated among the Egyptians, and it has 
been said that among the figures of the planispbere of Dendera may be traced the horoscope of 
Cesarian, the son of Cleopatra. If this were so, it could not affect the high antiquity attributed 
from the positions .of the solstices, to this lodiac. 

It must be kept in mind that these emblems only represent actions, the human figure no more 
representing the person of Christ than the figures of the eagle or lion. By confounding the action 
with the figure used to express it, the first step to idolatry seems to have been taken. It wiU be 
seen that the names of the emblems and of the named stars always express an action, foretold to 
be performed by the seed of the woman, or His enemy e; an action, not a person 7. 

I See Part II. p. 61, &c. 2 See Part II. p. 16, &c. 
3 The Penny Cyclopaedia, on astronomy, says, " Astrologers do n<ft allow for the precession of 

the equinoxes, their Aries being the first thirty degrees of the ecliptic, not the constellation." 
' Aries they call a fiery, Pisces a watery sign, and predict accordingly. 
~ Isa. 1lvii. 13. Dent. x. 10. 
6 "Aphophis, or Apop, is the name given to the serpent, of which Horus is the destroyer. The 

destruction of the serpent by the god, who standing in a boat*, pierces ita head with a spear, 
forma a freqnl'nt subject on the monuments." "So the Scandinavian Thor with hie mace 
bruises the head of the great serpent." "So Apollo, four days after his birth, slew the serpent 
Python, the enemy of his mother." " In the Persian traditions and in the Zendaveata, there 
is a God-given conqueror sent to destroy a mighty serpent. The same hero appears in the 
Vedas as a divine being, and is named Trits." D. M'Donald. Is Trita "one of the Three?" 
from the Persian it might be. 

7 These actions are expressed in the names in the sense which they bear in Hebrew and 
Arabic. We have received them through the Arabs, whose language has undergone great 
changes : still by referring to the most ancient and simplest words in Arabic lexicons the same 
meaning will be found which is here given by referring to the places in the Hebrew Bible where 

* Boat, which cometh, mt:l. 
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THE DECANS. 19 

NOTB ON THE DBCANS. 

"They (the Decans) are personified stellar influences, and classed with rrparaw& 'IY'f.&OVIf: of 
the Greek authors, who mention them in explaining Egyptian star-lore. As such they answer to 
ov11aarac, i.e. personified powers. They were thirty-six in number and extra-zodiacal so far, 
that in the Egyptian planiaphere they formed an outer circle to the signs of the zodiac, above each 
of which three were placed, and each again divided into two parts of five degrees, m11king up the 
three hundred and sixty. They had a strong astrological element, more so than the planets 
generally; but though their names are known, on what principle they were combined is not 
known. Cassiopeia was certainly supposed by the Egyptians to have a remarkable virtue • ." 
(C. H. Cottrell.) 

Since this was written, most of the names of the Decans have been read, and are explained 
from the Hebrew, on the accompanying planisphere. When words written in hieroglyphics are 
rendered into Hebrew characters, they contain Hebrew, or rather Noetic roots, having the con­
sistent meaning and application. This is first traced in the still extant, but ancient Coptic 
names of the Twelve Signs, and afterwards in those moat ancient and only lately ascertained 
names of the thirty;six Decans, or accompanying constellations. By the planisphere it will be 
seen that the figures of these constellations, if some at first appear to differ, are all reconcileable 
with the acknowledged import of those of the Chaldean or Shemite astronomy, and indicated in 
these recently discovered appellations. 

the words are so used, and almost always so translated in the English version. The Hebrew has 
undergone no change, though some extension, from the first chapter of Genesis to the end of 
Malachi, consequently the reference to the Hebrew is not only the most feasible, but the 
most satisfactory. By a reference to Lee's Hebrew Lexicon and many others, it will be seen 
that the same root exists in both these languages, originally derived from Noah, and probably 
through Abraham, by his two sons Ishmael and Isaac, from whom descended the Hebrews and 
many of the Arab tribes. In what is now known of the ancient Egyptian dialect the same 
Noetic roots are traceable, as will be perceived in the meanings thus attached to the Egyptian 
names of the decans, which when explained by the cognate Hebrew roots are referable to the 
same prophetic import which their figures convey. 

• Coleridge's Wallenstein. 
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THE ANCIENT EGYPTIAN ZODIAC 

AND 

PLANISPHERE OF DENDERA '· 

A PAINTING from the original in the Museum of the Louvre at Paris, was exhibited in 
London in the year 1823, of which lithographed copies were sold at the exhibition 
room, Spring Gardens. From one of these given by the exhibitor to the late Wm. 
Hone the annexed lithograph has been made. 

In the explanatory paper circulated with the lithograph in 1823 it is said, "The 
figures carved and painted on the four sides of this chamber could not be seen without 
the aid of torches, the smoke of which had covered the zodiac, and bid it for ages. 
The appearance of this valuable monument, as exposed at Paris on the floor of 
the Museum of the Louvre, is that of a very large antique bronze medallion. This 
zodiac is the only astronomical monument of the ancient Egyptians yet discovered 
which has a circular form." "Its centre is occupied by a fox or chacal." "It is 
thought that two emblems exactly opposite to each other, in a line passing by the signs 
Scorpio and Taurus, may mark the places of the equinox at the period when this 
ancient monument was constructed." " This zodiac or planisphere was discovered in 
the interior of the great temple at Dendera, when the French army was in Egypt." 
"It was carved on the ceiling of an obscure chamber, about twelve feet square." 
" The diameter of the circle of the planisphere is four feet nine inches ; this is in­
scribed in a second circle or band of hieroglyphics, comprised in a square, the side 
of which measures seven feet nine inches, French measure 2." "It was transported 
to Europe in 1821." "The price paid for it by the King of France was 150,000 
francs, or 62501. sterling." 

The painting from it, executed in Paris, three feet four inches square, exhibiting in 
London in 1823, was shown to every person who purchased the lithograph taken from 
it by a tracing, from which the accompanying lithograph was taken. It hits been 

t Balbi's Geography says: "Denderah-C'est au plafond d'une des salles superieures qu'etait 
place Je fameux planisphere, que M. Saulnier a fait transporter en France en 1821, et qui, 
achete par le roi, devrait former maintenant un des plus interessans morceaux du magnifique 
Musee du Louvre. C'est ce meme planisphere qui a fait n.altre tant d'hypotheses pour expliquer 
Ia prodigieuse antiquite qu'on attribuait a ce monument, mais qui a disparu devant les faits 
positifs, du aux savantes recherches faites par MM. Champollion Jenne, Richardson, et autres 
archeologues." · • 

2 This second circle has not been included in the accompanying plate, being supposed not to 
relate to the figures of the constellations in the planisphere which it encloses. Above tbis 
secon!l circle are the two emblems supposed to indicate tbe position of tbe equinox at the time 
of the construction of this planisphere, as being nearly 2000 B.c. That under Taurus appears 
to be a lighted lamp or candelabrum, of which the ftame ascends, as the Sun from the spring 
equinox in Taurus to the summer solatice, then just quitting Leo and entering tbe sign now 
called Cancer, but by the Egyptians figured as the Scarabaaus. 

B 

Digitized by Coogle 



2 THE ANCIENT EGYPI'IAN ZODIAC. 

compared with the plate in Hamilton'slEgyptiaca, and with one in the great French 
York on Egypt in the British Museum, and fonnd to agree with tbein in all par­
ticulars, except that the fish representing the constellation of the Dolphin is omitted, 
u is the serpent under the foot of Orion : both of these are here snpplied from these 
authorities. 

V arions opinions have been brought fofll'ard u to the time of the erection of the 
temple in •hicb the carving li'U fonnd. It is noll' generally considered to have been 
founded about the time •hen Egypt passed from Greek to Roman dominion, and to 
have been repaired under other emperors •hose names have been deciphered on it. 
The date of the building bas no connexion with that of the invention of the figures of 
the planisphere; these ancient and traditionally sacred emblems, no longer nnderstood, 
were still venerated by the builders, and placed in it u mysterious memorials of the 
primeval religion of Egypt. 
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THE ANCIENT COPTIC NAMES OF THE TWELVE 

SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC, 

Latin Names. 

AlliES. 

TAURUS. 

GBllllNI. 

CANCBR. 

LEo. 

VIRGO. 

LIBBA. 

ScoRPIO. 

ACCORDING TO ULUGH BEIGH. 

Coptic Names. Explanations. 

Tametouris Ammon, Reign, dominion, got1ernmenl. 

Regnum Ammonis. 

Isis or Apis, Horias, 
Statio Hori. 

Clusus, Claustrum 
Hori. 

Kiaria, StatioTyphonis. 

Pi Mentekeon, Cubitus 
Nili. 

Aspolia, Statio Amoris. 

Lambadia, Statio pro­
pitiationis. 

Isias, Statio Isidis. 

Ammon, ellablulled. 

Isis, who 1at1e1 or delit1er1. 
Apis, tile !lead. Apes, Egyptian; as 

Aleph, Heb. ; captain, clliif. 
Horias {wllo cometh, tratleller, 

' to •a~e. 
Tile place qf Him who eometll, 

wagfari11g man. 
Klaria, catlle-foldl. 
Statio Typho-} II .t . •11 nis, w o 1m1 e1, u~m~ en. 

Mentekeon, tile pouring out. 

Aspolia, .,::11Vl1, earl of corn, 
tile ~eed. 

{ Lam, Arab. graciofll. 
Badia, branch. 

Isias, 1alt1ation. 

Hebrew 
Roots. 

:1,1l., lea. 9. 6, 1. 
E.V. 

17.l1C Isa. 7. 9. 
Jer. 42. 5. 

lilt" Zech. 9. 9. 

')':-IC Jer. 13. 21. 
n,IC 2 Sam. 12. 
ll!/1" •• 

n,11 Isa. 33. s. 
n•,.::. Ps. 50. 9. 

')gn Nab. 2. 1. 

1nl Ex. 9. 33. 

?:ltv Gen. 41. 5. 

en? 
'T::l Ezek.17.6. 

lltu' Ps. 35. 3. 

SAGrrrA- Pi Maere, Statio Ame- Amenity, graciOfUfleu, lieautg of lilt :111,0 Gen. 24.16. 
RIUS. nitatis. appearing or coming forth. 

CAPRICOB.- Hupenius, Brachium Hupe, place or chamber 
NUS. sacrificii. Nius, of Him lla~ing aalt~ation. 

AQUARIUS. Hupei Tirion. 

PISCES. Pi-cot Orion, Piscis 
Hori. 

Hupei, place or chamber 
Tirion, of Him coming down a1 rain. 
Cot, jiali, tile congregation, or com-

pany of. 
Orion, Him wllo cumetll (Arab. form, 

or formative of the noun), wallfaring 
men. 

Hori, qf Horu, Him who cometh, as 
above. 

'I" Pe. 19. 5. 
)111'1) Zech. 9. 9. 

".,, 
M1'M 

Hoe. 6. 3. 
Ps.l04. 25; 

68. 30. 

Jer. 9.2. 

These names, thus given by Montucla, Hist. des Mathematiqnes, are considered to represent 
the ancient Egyptian. Their great antiquity may be seen from the Cubitus Nili, referring to 
the inundation of the Nile as under Leo, where the summer solstice, at which it takes place, 
only remained till abont s.c. 2000 : also from there being no allusion to the Scarabeeus, 
where it afterwards was introduced to mark the recession of the solstice to Cancer, which 
occurred about the time of the Christian era, Cancer being here called Statio Typhonis, 
station of Typhon, the enemy who smites and is smitten, to whom was consecrated the ass, 
mentioned in Gen. xlix. 14, and home afterwards on the standard of the tribe of Issachar. 
Typhon was anciently figured by the Egyptians as having serpents for legs and girded with a 
serpent, thus identifying him with the serpent-enemy of Genesis. The name Isis, given to 
Taurus, is not here referred to the so-called goddess of after times, but to the verb lltu', to 
save, with the Egyptian pronoun masculine 8 affixed, "this saves." Pi-mahi, the uuited, 

B 2 
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4 ANCIENT COPTIC N.AMES OF THE TWELVE SIGNS. 

is elsewhere given as the name in Gemini. The fish is a well-kuown emblem of the early Chris­
tian Church, or congregation of the Lord, multitudinous in offspring, drawn out of the water, 
a frequent type in the New Testament, and by them often engraven on their tombs. 

The Copts of the present time are believed to be the descendants of the ancient Egyptians. 
Their language Is considered by Scaliger and others to be that of ancien\ Egypt, with a slight 
intermixture of Greek. Their letters bear some resemblance to the enchorial or demotic 
character. Their language bas no in11exions, but has letters and particles prefixed. This 
language exists in a translation of the Scriptures. (Encyclop~edia Britannica.) 

According to Scaliger and others, the name Copt is derived from A•rv,.ro~:, Egypt, and 
Egypt from rum, to cover, veil. It will be remembered that figures of the Nile were frequently 
as veiled, ·and alao that of Isis. The Biblical name is always Mizraim (narrow, straitened), 
and in the dual number, perhaps as Upper and Lower Egypt. (Rees' Cy~op~edia.) 

When Josephus says Yses or Isis meant in Egyptian" preserved," be evidently refers it to the 
root w, to save. 

Montucla ssys that among the Egyptians almost every thing belonged to Isis, Orus, or Osiris. 
Josephus: "In the Egyptian mythology Osiris is said to have been slain by Typhon when the 

sun was in Scorpio." 
"The eight divinities are said to have existed before the twelve," as the planets were kuown 

before the naming of the sigus. 
When Manethon says that Hyc is "king" in the sacred tongue, be identifies the Bacrtd with the 

ancient Hebrew language. 
For the first 2000 years of the Hebrew chronology the summer solstice took place in Leo. 

After perhaps about 1700 years of that time, Egypt was settled and civilized, preserving prophetic 
and astronomical traditions from the Antediluvians, through Noah and Ham, their more imme­
diate ancestors, to which these names testify. In the first thousand years of that time the inun­
dation of the Nile occurred, while the sun was still in Leo, at tlle summer solstice; to this time 
then the origin of these names must be referred, where Pi Mentekeon, the pouring out, is trans­
lated Cubitus ~ ili. 

The solstice passing into Cancer 2000 years B.c., the Scarabeua, an emblem of the sun of 
Egyptisn origin, was introduced there ; in the long zodiac evidently so. In th81!e names no allu­
sion is made to it, but the original emblem of cattle is there Klaria, and Statio Typhonis, or the 
ass. Gen. xlix. 

The Scarab~eus was an emblem of the sun and of the human soul before it was placed in the 
zodiac to denote the solstice. 

In the long zodiac a large figure of the Scarab~eus is below the place of the sigu Cancer, and 
a figure of another smaller kind of beetle seems ascending to the line of the signa near to the 
figure of a beeve, agreeing with the more ancient emblem of cattle, in Ceno-kir, the possession 
held, and Sartan, held fast, bound; this emblem, cattle, being still in memory, while in the 
planisphere it is not in the zodiac, but appears below in Argo. The beetle, or Scarab~eus, has its 
head detached from the body (or thorax) ; that of the crab is not so divided. The name Klaris, 
the cattle-folds, points to the time before the beetle had been introduced into the zodiac, as it is 
acknowledged the Scarab~eus was by the later Egyptians. The solstice had not receded into the 
sign Cancer till about B.C. 2000, considered to be about 150 years before the abiding of Abraham 
in Egypt, whether learning or teaching astronomy. 

NOTES ON LIBRA. 

" The balance of Amente, or truth, in the Egyptian pictures of the judgment of the human 
soul, has the figure of a deity, or an ostrich feather (a divine attribute) in one scale, a heart in 
the other. Horus with a hawk's head, and Anubis with that of a dog, (both names of the sun 
in the Egyptian triads, both in their primitive roots meaning • He who cometh,'} attend the 
scales, and sometimes seem to give additional weight to that of the heart." ,,II, a wing­
feather, strong, mighty, whence used as a divine attribute. 

The primary meaning of the Noetic root Zadik is the equal poise of a pair of scales. The 
scales and the balance are mentioned as divinely employed in lsa. xi. 12, in Dan. v. 27, and 
wed as a prophetic emblem, Rev. vi. 5. 
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EXPLANATION OF THE PLANISI>HERE. 

DECANS. 
Names now in 

use, and II iero­
glypblc Names. 

I. 
CASSIOPEIA, 

the throned 
woman. 

SET. 

2. 
CETUS, the 

sea- monster 
or serpent­
enemy. 

KNEJI, 

3. 
PERSEUS, He 

who breaks 
or bruises. 

KAR KNEJI. 

I. 

ARIES. 

Egyptian Hieroglyphic Numea and 
Figures I. 

Set, set up. (Bunsen's Vocabulary.) 
A female figure, under which are the 

hieroglyphic signs denoting a female, 
an oval or egg2, l'tll':l., and a half-circle 
or bill, ?n, for Beth, a daughter. 
According to Albumazer this decan 
was anciently called "the daughter 
of splendour." 

Knem a, subdued. 
Kan.nu, victory. (B.) 
Here figured as a monstrous head, 

trodden under foot by the swine, the 
natural enemy of the serpent, united 
to which is the wolf', whose name 
:lKI signifies He cometh. The hawk, 
also a natural enemy of the serpent, 
crowned with the mortar, the emblem 
of bruising, is over this fignre. It 
corresponds to the head of Medusa, 
carried by Perseus. 

Kar Knem. 
Kar, who fights. (B.) 
The figure of a man with the tail 

of a quadruped appended as to a 
girdle, signifying This cometh, by the 
word tail, :lll, this cometh, or shall 
be sent forth. 

Noetic Roots traced 
by the Hebrew, 

Set, set up, ap­
pointed. 

Triumph. 
Established. 
Swine. 
Who turns. 

Mortar, to bruise. 

Medusa, trodden 
on. 

Who fights. 
Who destroys, sub­

dues, Arabic. 

this. 
Cometh. 

He has a royal 
round his bead. 

diadem or fillet Or is sent forth. 

nw 

vm::J 

Used In the 
Hebrew 
Bl~le. 

Gen. 4. 25. 

[21, &c. 
Exod.l5.t, 
Gen.41. 32. 
Lev. II. 7. 
Ezek. I. 9, 

12, 17. 

Prov.27.22. 

Job 39. 15. 

I Sa.28.t6. 
Ps. 139.20. 
Dan. 4.16. 

Gen. 6, 9. 
Gen. 2. 22. 

I The Hieroglyphic names here nsed are given on the authority of Mr. Birch, of the British 
Museum, by whom they were furnished to C. H. Cottrell, translator of Bunsen's Egypt, and by 
him they were given to the present writer. 

' Egg, Job xxxix. 14; hill or heap, Deut. xiii. 16; hill, Arab. 
a Bunsen says that the sound of the letter G is mostly rendered by K in hieroglyphics. 

Probably the guttural sound of ll would also be so expressed. The addition of the senile letters 
M or N is common in the ancient dialects, whether Shemitic (Hebrew, Arabic, Syriae), or 
Hamitic (as the Egyptian), as in the name of the country Mizraim, from "'ll, narrow, straitened, 
(Num. xxii. 26,) as the valley of the Nile. 

• The wolf is now considered the genus, of which the dog is a species, ::~?::~, which clea11es to 
man. 
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DECANS. 
Names now in 

use, and Hiero­
glyphic Namea. 

4. 
ORION. 
HA-GA-T. 

5. 
ERIDANUs, 

the river. 
P&B·TA-T. 

6. 
AURIGA, the 

shepherd. 
TuM. 

EXPLANATION OF THE PLANISPHERE. 

II. 
TAURUS, THE BULL. 

Egyptian Hieroglyphic Namea and 
Figures. 

Ha-ga-t, who triumphs. 
In the lower circle are hieroglyphic 

characters that read Oar, Orion baring 
been anciently spelt Oarion. 

T is the article affix, the or this. 
(Bunsen.) 

N oetlc Roota traced 
by the Hebrew. 

Ha, the chief. (B.) 
au, ga, triumphs. 

Peh-ta-t, mouth of the river, Mouth, n!l; river, 
originating from the urn of Aqua- •11(n); water, 
rius, figured by water in Pisces. A.a. (B.) 

Tum, sceptre, power. (B.) 
Who subdues, tames. He carries 

the head of an animal (Ba 5, He 
cometh) on a cross or sceptre. 

The cross was said to be em­
blematic of life, divine life, among 
the Egyptians, whose belief in the im­
mortality of the soul is well known. 

III. 

Subdued, put to 
silence, tame. 
(Heb.) 

GEMINI, THE TWINS. 

Ill 

Uacd In the 
Hebrew 
Bible. 

Exod.l5. J, 
21. 

Gen. 8. g, 

Ps. 94. Ji. 

The union of the divine and human nature, in Him who was to come, is expressed by a youth 
leading by the hand a young woman. The man has the frequent appendage of the tail of a 
quadruped, signifying" this cometh." 

7-
L&PUS, 

(Arnebeth, 
the enemy 
of Him that 
cometh.) 

BASBTI· BBKI. 

8. 
SIRIUS, the 

prince. 
AP&S, 

9. 
PROCYON, the 

deliverer 
from evil. 

8RBAK. 

The enemy of Him who cometh, 
trodden under foot, here figured as 
the hoopoe, an unclean bird, stand­
ing over the serpent under the foot 
of Orion. 

Basbti-ooki, confounded, failing. { 
(B.) 

The prince, figured by the bawk6, 

enemy of the serpent., the Egyptian 
substitute for the eagle Nesir; called 
in the Greek sphere the first or great 
dog, but anciently the wolf, whose 
name :lilT, thia cometh, denoted the 
coming to reign. On his head is the 
pestle and mortar, denoting who shall 
bruise the head of the enemy. 

Apes, the bead. (B.) 

The lesser dog or wolf, represent-
ing the first coming to redeem. by a 
human figure with the hawk's bead, 
and the appendage of the tail. 

Sebak, conquering, victoriou$. (B.) 

Bashti,confounded 
Beki, failing. 

Swiftly coming 
down. 

Victory, or a 
vulture. (B.) 

Eagle, coming 
down. 

Apes, the face or 
head, command-
in g. 

Sbebab, making 
captive, Heb. 

fl 

,tVl 

n!l 

M:l111 

Job 6. 20. 
Isa. 19. 3. 

Lev. u .. l6. 

Deut.S2.11. 

Gen.45.2I. 
Exod.17.1. 
Eccles. 8. 2. 

Exod.22.10. 

s Ba, in Egyptian any quadruped, also He cometh, ll:l, whence the beads of such are placed 
on a human figure to denote " He cometh." 

G The hawk, yl, Naz, caused to come forth, sent forth. Nazir, who preserves, guards, keeps. 
Isa. xxvi. 3, &c. 
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EXPLANATION OF THE PLANISPHERE. 

IV. 
CANCER, THE CRAB, OR SCARAB~US. 

DECANS. 
Names now in 

use, and Hiero­
glyphic N·ames. 

10. 

Egyptian Hieroglyphic Names and · 
Figures. 

N oetlc Roots traced 
by tbe Hebrew. 

URsA MINOR, The chacal, or wolf, standing on Ploughshare. 
Coming. the ploughshare, 111'111, which comes, 

API-PENT. tearing or bruising the ground. 
Api, head ; Fent, of the serpent. Head, n!l; Fent, 

(B.) serpent, adder. 
II. 

URsA MAJOB. A female swine, enemy of the ser-
Siphon, Arab. 
Swine. 

pent, holding a ploughshare 7, imple- Who turns. 
FENT-HAa, ment of bruising, emblem of coming. 

12. 
A~roo, or 

Canopns, the 
possession 
of Him who 
cometh. 

SHBS-BN­
FENT. 

IS. 
HYDRA, 

14. 
CaAna. 

IIi. 
Coavus. 

Fent-har, enemy of the serpent. 
Har, who terrifies. (B.) 
Kark, to smite, with a scimitar, to 

strike. (B.) 
This figure holding a ploughshare 

will account for that title having been 
given to Ursa Major. 

Enemy, ,II, Cbal-
dea. 

Enraged against. 

Ploughshare. 
Coming. 
Bruising, crushing. 

A beeve with the crux ansata, cross Ba, who cometh. 
with handle, or emblem of life, round Rejoicing. 
its throat. 

Shes-en-fent, rejoicing over the Fent, serpent, 
serpent. (B., worm.) adder•. 

v .. 
LEO, THE LION •. 

The serpent under the lion's foot. 
The name is not given in Mr. Birch's 
list ; but hieroglyphics that read 
Knem (He who triumphs, who con­
quers, or is conquered) are under­
neath these figures 10• 

A plumed female figure, holding a 
vase or cup in each hand, while re­
sponding to the constellation Crater, 
may be a memorial that at the 
arrangement of the emblems, the in­
vention of astronomy, the summer 
solstice was there, and consequently 
the pouring forth of the inundation of 
the Nile. 

The bird perched on the serpent 

Her-na, great enemy. (B.) 
at the heel of the lion. { 

Knem, from Khan, 
whence King 
and Khan, esta­
blished, fixed. 

There are cha­
racters below, 
which may be 
" sent forth," 
as water from 
the vase. Her 
seat is figured 
88 the thighs of 
a beast. 

Thigh. 
To send forth. 

Her, 88 in Cancer. 
N a, fail, break, 

enemy failing. 

1'111 
1((111 

7 

Us•d in the 
Hebrew 
Bible. 

'Jsa. 2. 4. 
Deut.33.2. 

Job 20. 16. 

Lev. 11. 7. 
Ezek. 1. &. 

Ps. 139. 20. 
Dan. 4. 16. 
Gen. 18. so. 

Job 3. 25. 
Job I. 14.. 

Job 3. 22. 

Job 20. 16. 

Ps. 93. 2. 

Exod.15.4. 

Ps. 45. s. 
Hos. 6. s. 

Num.32.7. 

7 The ploughshare here figured accounts for the name of the plough having been given to this 
constellation. 

8 Fent, worm, serpent. Shakspeare says of the aspic of Cleopatra, " 1110rm of the Nile." 
Worm, from D.,JI, eubtil, Gen. iii. 1. 

• n-.,11, the lion, Ar, Egyptian, to come. (B.) 
ao C011quer is probably from the root ~J. 

Digitized by Goog le 



8 EXPLANATION OF THE PLANISPHERE. 

VI. 

VIRGO, THE WOMAN, WITH THE BRANCH OR SEED. 

DECANS. 
Names now in I 

uoe, and Hiero­
glyphic Names. , 

16. 
CoMA, the 

desired. 
SRES·NU. 

17. 
CENTAUR US, 

the appoint­
ed offering 
himself as a 
sacrifice. 

KNEMU. 
18. 

BoOTES, who 
cometh. 

SMAT. 

19. 
Taz SouTH· 

zaN Caoss. 
SaaA. 

20. 
Taz VICTIM, 

held by the 
Centaar. 

SuRA. 
21. 

TasCaowNJ. 
API·AATL. 

Egyptian Hieroglyphic Names and 
Figures. 

Figared as the infant held by a 
woman seated beneath. 

Shes-nu : Shes, son or offspring 
(B.); Nu, desired, Reb. 

A human figure with the tail, " this 
cometh," and with the bead of a calf 
or lamb of sacrifice. 

Knemu: Mu, to die. (B.) 
The appointed dietb, is bruised. 

A human figare, as coming, hold­
ing the ploughshare, to break or 
bruise the enemy. 

Smat, who rules, subdues. (B.) 
Comes, Mil. 

VII. 

Noetic Roots traced 
by the Hebrew. 

Offspring. 
Desired. 

Dl::l, appointed, es­
tablished. 

To die. 
Ploughshare. 

ow, makes. 
Ordain, place. 

, Comes. 

LIBRA, THE SCALES. 

The figure of a lion, :-t'.,N, who 
cometh to tear, to gain the victory. 
His tongue is out of his mouth, as in 
thirst n. A female figure offers a cup. 
He holds the usual hieroglyphic for 
running waters. 

Sera, victory. (B.) 

The emblem called Harpocrates, 
a child or youth with the finger on 
the lip. 

Sura, a sheep or lamb. (B.) 

Who comes. 

To draw water, 
to drink, Arab. 
sense. 

Who rules, Heb. 
Sets free. 
Lip, n~w. 

Break or bruise. 
Lamb. 

The enthroned figure above. Who cometh. 
Api-aatl: Api, head or chief (B.); The Ruler. 

Aatl, noble (B.), strong, Reb. 

Dtll 
l'tl"lll 

:INti/ 

U•ed In the 
Hebrew 
Bible. 

Exod.12.s. 
Isa. 26. 9. 

l Kgs. 7.21. 

Gen. 2 . 17. 
Joel 3. to. 

Ex. 1:!. 16. 
Dent 33.2. 

Gen. 24.11. 

Job 37. 3. 
Cant. 4. a, 

&c. 
Job 9. 17. 
Gen. 3. 15. 
Exod.l2.3. 

Gen. 42.30. 
Num,24.2J. 

II Ab, thirst (B.), Heb. who comes. In the swine representing Ursa Major the tongue out of 
the month is thus accounted for. 

I Corona Borealis, the Northem Crown, is the only constellation whose form corresponds with 
its name, being a perfect circle. It is vertical over Jerusalem once in every revolution of the 
earth, ud (Isa. lxii. 3) its name comes through the Greeks, as of Ariadne, who comes to reign. 
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EXPLANATION OF THE PLANISPHERE. 9 

VIII. 

SCORPIO, THE CONFLICT •. 

DECANS. 
Names now in Egyptian Hieroglyphic Names and Noetic Root• traced 

u1e, and Hiero- Figures. by the Hebrew. 
glyphic Names. 

22. 
TaESEBP.BNT, Figured aa the aerpent under the 

enemy of foot of the throned figure. 
Him who Khu, ruled (B.) ; Or, enemy ; Enemy. 
cometh, Bakh, bows down, ruled. (B.) Caused to fail. 
held by 
Ophiuchus. 

Kau-oa-
BAKR. 

23. 
0PR1UCBU8, A throned human figure with the 

the serpent hawk's head, 88 enemy of the ser-
conqueror. pent. 

API-BAU. Api-bau, the chief or head who A pi, head, face. 
cometh. (B.) . Bau, who cometh. 

24. 
HERCULES, He who bruiaea, a human figure 

who bruiseth with the club, 88 Hercnlea. 
the head, and Bau, who cometh. (B.) Who cometh. 
is bruiaed in 
the heel . 

. BAu, 

IX. 

SAGITTARIUS, THE ARCHER'. 
26. 

LYRA, or the Figured as a hawk or eagle, the 
harp, held enemy of the serpent in triumph. 
by the eagle, Fent-kar, the serpent, worm (B.), 
thetriumph. ruled. 

FBNT-KAR. 
26. 

ABA, the altar 
of the sacri­
fice. 

B.~u. 

27. 
DR,co, the 

serpent 
enemy. 

HER-PENT. 

A throned human figure holding 
the ftail, the implement of bruising. 
In the modem sphere thia decan ia 
very obscure. There seems here to 
have been a victim in the Persian 
sphere. To the throned figure the 
Kgyptian name seems to refer. 

Bau, He cometh, 88 in Scorpio. 

The serpent, or dragon, under the 
forefoot of Sagittarius. 

Her-fent, the aerpent, or the ser­
pent accursed. · 

Fent, worm or aer­
pent, viper. 

Ban, he cometh. 

Her, cursed. 
Fent, as above. 

"1)1 
P:l 

n!l 
111:1 

111:1 

Used In the 
Hebrew 
Bible. 

Ps.l39. 20, 
Jer. 19. 7. 

Ps. 96. 13. 

Job 20. 16. 
lsa. 30. 6; 

59. 5. 

lsa. 63. 1. 

Gen. 3. 14. 

• " In ancient zodiacs," apparently Egyptian, "this aign is aometimea repreaented as a snake, 
a crocodile, or typhon, with serpents' tails for legs." (Aspin.) 

• " The Southern Crown is of recent invention, formed from stars formerly belonging to 
Sagittarius." (Aspin.) 

c 
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10 

DECANS. 
Name• now in 

uae, and Hiero­
glyphic Namea. 

211. 
THE Aaaow 

of slaying. 
F&NT•XAil. 

29. 
AQUILA, the 

falling eagle. 
SU-AT. 

30. 
DELPHINUS, 

the dolphin. 
KBAU. 

31. 
TilE SouTH· 

ERN Frsu. 
A.A. a. 

32. 

EXPLANATION OF THE PLANISPHERE. 

X. 
CAPRTCORNUS, THE FISH-GOAT •. 

Egyptian Hieroglyphic Names and 
Pig urea. 

A tailed figure with the hawk's 
head, standing 01'er the junction of 
the head of the kid with the body of 
the fish. 

Fent-kar, serpent. 
Kar, enemy. Heb. enemy. 

A bird, goote of the Nile, ap­
parently. 

Sn-at s, He cometh e. 
Su, He (B.); At, cometh, Heb. 

A fish. 

Noetic Roots traced 
by tbe Hebrew. 

Fent, serpent ; 
suphon, Arab. 

Kar, enemy. 

} Cometh. 

Khan, multitude, fish; goat? (B.), Khan, longed for. 
or hoped for, Heb. 

XI. 

MIC 

AQUARIUS, THE WATER-BEARER'. 

The figure seems to include both Iar, a stream. 
the fish and the stream of water on 
it. Aar, a stream. 

PEGASUS 1, The ascending node, of which the 
the winged headless horse is aD enblem '· tnD, a horse. 
horse. 

33. 
CYCNUS, the 

swan. 
TEs-ARJt. 

The swan. 
Tes-ark, this from afar, ,.,IC, Heb. Tes, this (B.), afar. TliC 

Ute<! in the 
Hebrew 
Bible. 

Gen.49.l7. 

Ps. 139.20. 

Job3. 2.'1. 

Job 7. 2. 

Gen. 41. 1. 

Job 39. 18. 

Gen. 6. 15. 

• In an Oriental zodiac given by Sir Wm. Jones, this sign is represented as a fish, out of 
whose month is coming forth an antelope surrounded by aquatic birds. In an Egyptian zodiac 
the sea-goat is held in a band by a figure called Anubis, who shall be sent forth, IC::lm; in an 
Indian one it is said to be "a goat passant, traversed by a fish." 

s S. the pronoun he, she. or it. (B.) 
e Bau, according to Bunsen, is the verb "to come," and the noun derived from it, in the 

hieroglyphic, 88 in the Hebrew and Greek, and their derivative languages. Ba *, according to 
Bunsen's vocabulary, is also a beast, cattle, 88 bos, Latin, {3ot•t;;, Greek, a beeve. In Hebrew, 
it is "to come," 11:::1, in Latin and in modern languages often taking its sound of o. Hence 
a beast or besst's head is a hieroglyphic sign for " who comes." 

7 Aru, 8 river. (B.) 
• There is another headless figure below Pisces, where the ascending node, or winter solstice, 

had been B.c. 4000. 
s No hieroglyphic name was here given in the list from which the others are snpplied, but 

there are two characters immediately below what is here considered 88 representing Pegasus, 8 
human figure, with a fillet or diadem round the head, whose hand takes hold of the head of 8 

horse. Of these characters, the first is always read as Pe. tl.e second appears to stsnd for Ka, 
and Peka, or Pega, is in Hebrew, the chieft; and Sus, the horse, so named as swiftly coming, 
returning, as the year after the winter solstice, anciently in this sign. 

* Baion is 8 branch, in Greek, of the palm-troee, also in Egyptian (Parkh. ). 
t As" Pacha." 
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DECANS. 
Names now in 

use, and Hiero­
glyphic Namea. 

U-OB-

35. 
CEPHEUS, 

the crowned 
king, the 
branch. 

P&-B.U-HOB. 
36. 

ANDROMEDA, 
the Church 
set free. 

SET. 

EXPLANATION OF THE PLANISPIIERE. 

XII. 

PISCES, THE FISHES. 

Egyptian Hieroglyphic Name, and 
Figureo. 

A tailed human figure walking. 

Noetic Roo to traced 
by the Hebrew. 

U-oriO (B.), who cometh, ,II, To flow forth. 
Heb. Flood. 

The wolf lying on the fore-leg of a 
beast. 

Pe-ku-hor, this (B.), to rule (B.), 
cometh (8. and Heb.). 

A female figure, either that in the 
circle holding a victim, or that hold­
ing the band of Pisces, under which 
are the characters S-r, as of Sirra, 
one name of Andromeda, which there­
fore seems most likely-

Set, set up-
Sutn being " a king" (B.), this may 

be" queen," as the spouse of Perseus 
the deliverer. 

Wolf, ::1111, who 
cometh ; fore­
leg, li,T, also the 
seed. 

Lady or Princess. 

Appointed. 
Set up as king •. 

nw 

11 

Used In the 
Hebrew 
Bible. 

Gen. 3. 15. 

Gen. l'j. 15. 

Job 14. 13. 

to U, to come (B.), Or, to come (B.). 
Those creatures who are mentioned by naturalists as the natural enemies of the serpent were 

peculiarly honoured by the Egyptians, the hawk, the ibis, the ichneumon, the cat, the swine. 
That they fed on the serpent may be one reason why the Jews were ordered to hold them 
unclean. Lev. xi. The poisonous serpent, known by the breadth of tbe head, was the repre­
sentation of the enemy. The innocuous serpent or snake, whose head is slender and pointed, 
was the hieroglyphic figure of the progression of time, which its swift and noiseless motion well 
typifies. 

The Twelve Signs and their accompanying thirty-six Decans occupy the central group of the 
planisphere. In the circle of figures below, and enclosing that group, the five planets may 
be recognized, each in one of the "houses," or positions, traditional}y, and from all antiquity, 
assigned to them. To the figures thus to be explained, no " tail " is appended ; it cannot 
apply to them, as " this cometh," for they are eircling continually, and as it were always present 
with us. 

Marks of reference have been inserted in the lithograph for the proposed explanations. 
These are, in the twelve signs, Roman numerals, in the thirty-six decans, Arabic cyphers ; 
for the planets, the five English vowels in capitals, and the four and twenty letters of the 
English alphabet for other figures. The hieroglyphic names of the decans are said to be found 
on this planisphere: one. at least of the names of the planets is there, Athor, that of the 
Egyptian Venus, by whose figure it may be read. 

ON THE NAMES OF THE TWELVE SIGNS. 

(See page 3.) 

T.'<METOUBIS AMMON, the reign of Ammon, dominion, government. The ram's head, 
crowned as it were with a circle, is below in the planisphere, marked i, having two horns, as 
the beeve, and one of the ram. 

Isis, who saves. A pis and Aleph, chief, as the bull of the herd. A figure with the divine 
attribute of ostrich feathers on the head, and the tail of the beeve appended, is above, as Auriga, 
the third Decan of Taurus. Horias, who cometh; the zodiacal bull being always in the act of 
coming. 

c 2 
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12 EXPLANATION OF THE PL.ANISPHERE. 

CLusus, CLA.USTllUII Ho1n, place of him who cometh. The figures in Gemini are walking, 
eoming. In the planisphere the second appears to be feminine, and has not the tsil; the com. 
panion of Him that cometh, the congregation or church of His people. 

KLABIA, the cattle-folds or station of Typhon, or the ass, so agreeing with the standard of 
I188Char, and with the beeve below. These names therefore appear to be of earlier origin than 
the planiaphere, where the Scarablr:us, the beetle, marks the position the solstice had attained. 
In the figure and name of the ass there is no allusion to the solstice. 

PI lhHTBJtBON, tbe pouring out, the inundation of the Nile, shows the solstice, which was 
in Leo at the date assigned to the creation of Adam. The inundation is here figured by a 
woman pouring out of two vases, the solstice remaining in Leo 1000 years; this name and 
emblem referring to that tim-not from observation, but from calculating backwards. 

AsPOLIA, tbe seed, the promised seed of the woman, showing the lon of Him who "so loved 
the world," &c. 

LAIIBADIA, the branch of ~oneness, mercy. Has not the branch been an emblem of 
peace always and every where? "The olive-branch of peace." Ab, ~~~ co~th, may be read 
here between Libra and Virgo,-the bird, A ; the beeve, B. Over the balance the youth 
touching his lip, Ae fwww• sad i• 6rwi•ed: and above, the wolf Zeeb, thi8 1hsll co~~~e: again 
above him the throneci figure with the flail, ole •hall bruin. 

lsus, he shall save; the ibis-headed and enthroned figure who Qoe&ds under foot the serpent. 
PJ Muu, the station of gracioll8Dess, where the conqueror who shall come, as the arrow 

from the bow, treads the serpent under foot. The character& under the hind foot read ole 
eonqwn (Knem). 

HuPaNma, plaee of the sacrifice, the kid, whose head is united to the body of the fish; the 
ibis-beaded and tailed figure stands over the junction, Ha, the bead, is joineci to His body the 
Church. 

HuPBI TuuoN, place of him comin,; down, poured out. The pourer has not the tail. 
Pr-coT OaioN, Prscis Hoar, the fishes of Him that cometh. Here is the ascending node or 

winter solstice, where Aquarius and Pisces join, answering to the summer solstice in Leo. 
Those who invented the emblems derived them from the prophecies that bad been given 

them in Gen. iii. 15 ; the ieed of the woman shall come, shall be bruised in the heel, and shall 
bruise tht! Bel'JNlllt's head. Every name and every figure of this record of ancient astronomy 
relates to this prophecy, this promise, and to this alone. 

The be 6gares here considered as representing the planets, marked with the five vowels, are, 
A Jupiter, under his house Gemini. 
E Mars, hawk-headed, under his house Aries, with hieroglyphics near, which read 

"He conq~, bruises, is bruised." 
I V eoll8, A thor, under her bouse TaiU'Il8, the Pleiades before her I, 
0 Mercury, shakal-beaded, under his house Pisces. 
U Saturn, cird.e-ht!aded, under his house Caprieorn118. 

Egyptian Names of Planets. (Montncla, Hist. des Math.) 

Rephan, Dell8 temporia, or Pan Batnrn. 
Pi-Cheua, Deus vital Jupiter. 
Moloch 2, Typhon Mars. 
Pi-Othiris, or Osiris Tbe Sun. 
Thaut, or Pi-Ermes • Mercury. 
Barath, or Athor, or Bouroi , , Venus. 
Isis, or Domina Maris et Humidornm , The Moon. 
Pi-Cochos Achtephon, the circle completed. 

The Egyptian week began with Saturday. (Montncla, Hist. des Math.) 
In Egypt a branch of the palm, with twelve shoots, was used at the winter solstice, as a 

.ymbol of the year completed. 

ON TRJ: FIGUUII IIAilltED a, 6, &c. 

•· A female figure pouring, sending forth, the inundation, when the summer solstice 
was in Leo 1• 

I These stan, being •e~~~, refer to a time previous to the eiege of Troy, when the seventh 
Pleiad is said to have disappeared, at least 1000 years B.c. 

' Moloch, Heb. Melech, King, a frequent epithet of Mars. 
1 Near this figure may be seen on the plaoisphere the representation of the moon, as a female 

figure sending forth an arrow, as in allwsion to the Noetic name Yareah, n,•, going forth, or 
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EXPLANATION OF THE PLANISPHERE. 13 

j, He who cometh, ibis-headed, coming to destroy the serpent, as does the ibis'; 
pointing to two stars as his, being apparently those of Gemini above, now called Castor 
and Pollux. 

c. The ibis-headed Hermes, Mercury, pointing to the two stars in Gemini as 
being his " house." 

d. Draco, a dragon or serpent, on a pedestal, homed (Ceraates ?), not having the 
poisonous head of the species. 

e. Alpha Draconis, the antediluvian pole-star. 

f. ThR~ 1bnB·g~~tarsB c:!1 Orion,~The tailed figure, He who cometh, points to these 
tgo ' e x, e guez. stars as his 

g. Aldebaran in Taurus. • 
h. The seven Pleiades, proving this planisphere to have originated more than 1000 B.c. 
i. A cycle beginning in Aries, the ancient zodiac. 
j . The later pole-star in Ursa Minor, and the fishes of Pisces. 
lt. A youth holding a flail, " He shall be bruised," and pointing to the lip, "He shall 

bruise," or break, nmw, saated on the lotus, " hidden, but to come," as the lotus, beneat.h 
the water. 

l. He who cometh, ibis-headed, pointing to a star, AI Natik, the wounded, as his. 
m. A headless figure, showing the place of the earliest known ascending node, where 

Aquaritl8 joined Pisces ; followed by two heads, of a beeve and a sheep, where the 
ascending node might have been before the time of Adam. 

n. A cycle beginning in Taurus, twelve stars above the twelve signa from equinox to 
equinox, 

o. Eight capti..-es llound, as Misam, in Pisces, the nebula in Andromeda. 
p. He who cometh, ibis-headed, lotus-crowned, pointing to the two stars Vega In 

Lyra, and Deneb, the Judge or Lord who cometh, in Cycnus. 
q. A cycle beginning in Capricomns, pointed to by a female fignre, the moon, ibis­

headed, who cometh. 
r. Three figures. I, He who cometh, ibis-headed ; 2, Lotns·crowned, hidden; S, 

Sbakal-headed, who cometh, pointing to a star as his, Antares in Scorpio. 
a. The female swine Ursa Major, with three stars, probably the tail-stars. A cycle 

beginning in Aries. A lottiS·crowned fignre holding a flail, He shall bruise, haYing the 
horns of Aries. 

1. He who cometh, ibis-headed, with a cycle on the head. 
11. He who cometh with human visage, lotus-crowned. 
"· ., ., pointing to a star, the present polar star, Kochab. 
w. , ., ibis-headed, pointing to six stars in Ursa Major. 
~. ., " human-headed, homed, pointing to three stars, in Ursa Minor. 
y. , ., crowned with the mitre, pointing to three stars in Virgo, Spica 

being alone above, ibis-headed, followed by a female fignre, Virgo, pointing also to three 
stars, Coma, Zavijavah, and AI Mureddin. 

z. ., , ibis-headed, crowned with the pestle and mortar of bruising, with 
characters which read "He who shall conquer," pointing to three stars, Regulus, 
Denebola, and AI Giebha, in Leo 1• 

sent forth, intenaitive from Yarah, to send forth, Pa. lxiv. 4, l"l,., an Arabic sense of which is 
to send forth sparks or rays. 

In Hebrew and Egyptian the moon baa names of the two genders; in Hebrew Jareah, maacn. 
line, and Lebana, feminine. 

In Egyptian Aah, a companion, appears to be of either gender. This uame is also Persian, aa 
Aah, and is to be traced in Sanacrit, in Hima and Soma. 

The Scandinavian Moue and Monatb, by some considered to be derived from Mene, mo, to 
number, as months the year, but may rather be from Aah, with the frequently added letters 
m, n, and lh. 

Bunsen gives a very similar word, Maha, as an archer ; also Ar, as a gazelle or antelope, 
which perhaps, suggested by the name Yareah, gave rise to the usual Greek attribute of the 
huntreBI Diana, and perhaps to her being called a huntress, which does not seem a suitable per­
sonificatil)n of the moon. 

Champollion gives Har as to go out; also a near approach to Y areah. 
' The Egyptians punished with death any one who killed a hawk or an ibis. Among them no 

animal was so sacred as the ibis and the hawk. In the British MW!eum are many mummies of 
the ibis. 

1 It baa been thought that the animal-headed figures are only masked. See Hamilton's 
.Egyptiaca. 

ibis-headed figures are frequent. The Ibis religiosa, moat sacred among the Egyptian 
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14 -EXPLANATION OF THE PLANISPHERE. 

In this planispbere the stars and emblems are appropriately connected; 88 in Sirius one 
star of the first magnitude; in Gemini two stars, one most brilliant in the lion's foot on the 
serpent, one clear and bright in the bead of the bull; in Scorpio one, red 88 if for wrath &nd 
blood, where the enemy bruises the heel, while his own head is bruised by the victor. 

It will be seen that the signs of the zodiac are the same in this ancient Egyptian planispbere 
88 those now in use, but that in the figures representing the other constellations there is email 
resemblance, except perhaps in that of Orion, walking, coming. 

The antiquity indicated by the place of the solstice in this planisphere would at once over­
throw the already almost exploded idea of the signs having any reference to the seasons. 

In the design sometimes called the title-page to the cave at Ipsamboul, a hero-figure with 
divine attributes, especially the common Egyptian emblem, the vulture over the head, whose 
Oriental name Ayit, conveys "he thut cometh," baa been called 8esostris; but the inscription 
above, like the figure, seems to refer to one greater than Sesostris, to the conqueror who should 
come : both may have thus been originally intended, and in adulation applied to a human 
sovereign. It is thus read, "The living good God, the glorious guardian smiting the south 
country, treading down the north country, the victorious King cometh, smiting with the sword 
the boundaries of all the nations of the world." The prophecy of Balaam is here recalled to 
remembrance, of the sceptre that should smite the corners of Moab and destroy (properly 
subjugate) all the children of Seth. 

The figure of the conqueror of colossal statare attended by the lion, and having the reins of 
his fiery coursers attached to his waist, appears also more divine than human ; surely no mere 
mortal c.ould so guide them: the lion may typify the triumphs of the Lion of the tribe of Judah, 
predicted in the last blessing of his father, Jacob. 

If the inventors, the first framers of the hieroglyphs, understood and intended to express 
the first prophecies, those who followed would probably add to or change them in some degree. 
Much, however, bas been preserved : the twelve signs marvellollllly so, in so many, so far 
distant nations, distant in time and place. 

It will be seen that the pervading import of the names and emblems is " He that cometh will 
come, and will not tarry." Four thousand years before His first coming it was th11s announced. 
He came in the fulness of time, beyond which He would not tarry. The types of His incarnation 
and sufferings were then fulfilled: they now remain monuments of accomplished prophecy. 
Those of His second coming in glory point onward, in faith and hope, to that futurity of which 
the past is a pledge and a foretaste. Of that second coming it has been even more urgently 
proclaimed," Behold, He cometh quickly." Near two thousand years have gone by in" the 
eamest expectation of the creature,"-an interval, long in comparison with man's transitory 
existence, but short if compared with the ages of earth's duration from that "beginning" to 
which refer the first words of earth's history. If compared with the infinitudes of etemity to 
come, it will be short indeed !-a narrow interval of imme83urable results, commencing with the 
purchase of that glorious realm from which it will be surveyed, and terminating with the return 
of that King whose expecting subjects have still sighed forth, "Even so, come, Lord Jesus; 
come quickly." . 

This explanation is founded on the principle that the prophetic promise recorded in Genesis 
iii. 15, was known to all the children of Adam, and from Noah 6 to all his descendants, among 
whom is mentioned Mizraim, son of Ham 7, considered the founder of Egyptian colonization after 
the flood. Manetho speaks of records preserved in the " sacred language" from before the flood, 
and translated after that event. 

symbols, was the well-known enemy of serpents; killing, even if it did not devour. Its reliques 
were preserved with the care of human ones. With its long sharp beak it slew them, therefore 
the band denoted the character, the enemy of the serpent. 

6 It is observed in the Chronology of Sir Isaac Newton, that the Egyptians attributed their 
astronomy to a person, one of whose names was Oannes, who came from the Red Sea, a 
tradition which points to Noah, especially when it is remembered that the name of Noah's 
vessel was Thebah, and that on the walls of the Egyptian Thebes were represented figures of a 
ship. 

Modern Egyptologers remark that there is no trace of imperfect civilization in Egypt. That 
country appears to have been colonized by those possessing all the knowledge in science and in 
art of the land they came from; and the Egyptians did not improve on either, but they per­
petuated both. 

7 The Egyptians called their land Chem, from their forefather, Ham ; in Genesis called 
Mizraim, from his son, derived from the root ·m, pressed together, bound up, Isa. i. 6, Syriac, 
&c. Being in the dual, it is supposed to be Upper and Lower Egypt, or the two sides of tha 
Nile. 

Digitized by Coogle 
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Of all the mythology of the children of Adam, the leading, the governing idea is the prophetic 
declaration, " He shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise Hia heel." The word ')Ill pecu­
liarly denotes bruising by biting, or bruising, as the reptile the heel of the man. A human 
figure (frequently with divine attributes) repeatedly occurs in the hieroglyphics of Egypt, as 
in those of India, with the foot on the serpent's head. In those of Egypt the victory is generally 
so represented, the victorr of Him who cometh, over the serpent foe, by the action of bruising. 
The implement of bruising, the flail, is frequently held by this figure (lea. uviii. 28 ), who has 
also on his head what bas been called a pestle and mortar: these also are implements of bruising 
(Prov. xxvii. 22). "He shall bruise" is the import of these figures. Such also is that of a 
ploughshare, which breaks or bruises the ground, n11, from 11n11, he cometh. 

Those figures here explained to signify he cometh, have the hitherto ine:rplicahle appendage of 
a tail, the tail of an animal of the beeve kind, whose Egyptian name, Ba, signifies, as in the 
cognate dialects, Hebrew, &c., Greek, also the verb to come; while the tail, :m, would signify 
"this cometh, or is caused to come.'' "'• this, :!Ill, caused to come, sent forth; the tail is bound 
on with a girdle, "llll, round the waist of the walking, or coming human figure: ''1111, a girdle or 
girded, signifying power, strong. 

That the Seed of the woman should bruise the serpent's bead, and the serpent should bruise 
His heel, was the prediction. The Seed of the woman, a divine person with no human father, 
born to die, was also to conquer the enemy of man, the eril one, emblematized by the serpent. 
This prophetic promise is the foundation of all mythology, from Egypt to Polynesia; while in the 
astronomy of everr ancient nation the signs of the zodiac are preserved nearly the same as they 
are here delineated in that of Egypt. The woman bearing the seed, the ear of com, or branch, 
is most remarkable in all, as the sign Virgo. A human figure, whose foot is on a serpent, is 
figured in the Chaldean sphere 8, in the sign Scorpio; in the Egyptian and Indian there is only 
the Scorpion. Still in the decans or accompanying constellations, the conqueror, as in the 
hieroglyphic names, is seen. In the Egyptian sphere, here delineated, He always appears as 
the conqueror, the triumphant, sometimes enthroned, but mostly as walking, coming. In the 
first sign, Aries, called in Egyptian, Tametouris Ammon, the reign of Ammon, or the Lamb, 
He is seated, dwelling, and as one meaning of the name may be, established ; in all the others 
He is coming. The Scarabeus, which has taken the place of the sign between Gemini and Leo, 
has in the long zodiac e the wings extended as flying. That in the original sign was the "strong 
ass" of bsachar, the animal held by the Egyptians to be dedicated to Typhon, their personifica­
tion of evil, is to be inferred from the Coptic name of the sign, Statio Typhonis : Typhon being 
who smites or is smitten. 

In the planisphere of Dendera, as in other delineations of the starry heavens, the twelve signa 
of the zodiac are evidently the chief objects, to which the other figures are in subordination. 
Their forms are so little different from those on modern globes as to be easily recognized. The 
ancient Coptic names, supposed to be the ancient Egyptian, are given from Ulugh Beigh. 

The same emblems in the same order are given in the catslogue of Hipparcbus, drawn np 
about 130 years B.c. Ptolemy, who transmits that catslogue, added the figure of th!l half-ho~e 
above Pegasus. Perhaps he did this to keep up the number of forty-eight, after the disappear­
ance below the horizon of the north temperate zone, of the Southern Cross, no longer seen there 
in his time. This precedent seems to have suggested the additions that embarrass our modern 
globes with air· pumps, easels, and other incongruities. Some of the names of the fixed stars 
were transmitted through the early Greeks, but many more by the Arabs. These were first 
communicated to the western nations by the Arab astronomers invited by Alphonsus, king of 
Castile, to assist in drawing up the Alphonsine tables. The Tarter prince and astronomer Ulugh 
Beigh about the year 1420 drew up his celebrated tables, which give Arabian astronomy as it bad 
come down to his time, also transmitting the ancient Coptic or Egyptian names as here given. 
A much earlier authority, however, is fo11nd in Albumazer, the great Arab astronomer of the 
caliphs of Granada, early in tho ninth century, and in Aben Ezra, his commentator, in the 
thirteenth t. 

In the long zodiac the decans appear between the twelve signs that they accompany ; the three 
decans attributed to each sign come to the meridian with it, though a slight allowance must be 
made for the changed position of the pole, which, at the first arrangement of these emblems, 
would be in Alpha Draconis, the bright star in the bead of the dragon, surr9unding the pole. 
The absence of closer similarity between the forms of these Egyptian figures representing the 
thirty-six ancient constellations, and those by which the Arabian and Greek sphere denoted them, 
is, however, supplied by the coincidence in the names. For instance, the hieroglyphic name of 
Bootes is Ban : Bau, in the ancient Egyptian, having the meaning of " He cometh," and 

a The sphere now in u~e among ourselves is here referred to as the Chaldean. 
t For this zodiac, see Hamilton's iEgyptiaca. 
1 This Commentary is in the British Museum, and has been much made use of in "Mazzaroth." 
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16 ON THE EMBLEMS OF EGY.PTIAN MYTHOLOGY. 

also of cattle, beasts, so coinciding with the purport of the emblem "He cometh," and the office 
attributed to Him of a herdsman, a keeper of cattle 2• The common origin of mankind, their 
descent from the one ancestor, Noah, will fully account for similarity, and the confusion of the 
lip at Babel for differences. Those who bold that remains of human beings are found in 
positions indicating a far Sllperior antiquity, should be reminded that the book of Genesis 
only records the history of the children of Adam, and neither asserts nor denies that a rtce 
of beings of similar bodily proportions might han previously ezisted. If such did ezist, 
all we know of them is that they died. " He who was to come," the great theme of ancien~ 
prophecy and ancient astronomy, did not come through them; He was to come, and did come 
of the race of Adam ; the Seed of the woman, bone of hie bone, and flesh of his flesh. 

This ancient zodiac, or map of the stars of bt>&ven, bas, however, been considered to refer to 
dates perfectly consistent with that nsually assigned to the creation of Adam. 1730 a.c. has 
repeatedly been given as deducible from its figures. 

In a reoent periodical It is 8Upposed an essential of the Christian faith to believe that " the 
serpent was Satan." Is it not rather that the enemy took poaseaaion of the natural body of the 
serpent, through which to communicate with the woman a ? 

Kircher says, " A serpent • with the tail in the mouth was the hieroglyphic for the year " 
(and probably for other cycles). 

"A serpent was the hieroglyphic by which the oourae of the stara wsa ezplained.'' (Sir W. 
Drummond.) 

In some Egyptian monument it is said that the figures 1 in Gemini bad one, the moon, the 
other, the sun, on their beads: thtlS perhaps accounting for one of them being feminine in the 
planispbere. This might imply that one was of earth, the other of heaven, as Castor and Pollux. 

"The leg and hoof of a goat was a Punic emblem " as well as an Egyptian. J1"1lC, a hawk, an 
emblem of God, according to Clemens Alex. 

"A plough which bruises, occurs &equently on the breasts of mummies.'' (Dr. Clarke.) 
Ammouius says, "The Egyptians bad a custom of naming the Moon in the feminine.'' 
Manetbo, as cited by Dio. Laert., says that the Egyptians taught that the moon was eclipsed 

by falling into the earth's shadow. 
The Arabian geographer Abdraacbid, A.D. 1403, calls Saturn, Rephan, Mars, Melockb, and 

Jupiter, Pi·Cheus. To him were doubtless well known the learning of the astronomers Al 
Makrisi and Al Fargani, patronized in the ninth century by the Caliph of Bagdad, AI Mamou, 
the son of Al Raschid, who caused to be made from Greek into Arabic, those translations 
of Hebrew, Greek, and Latin writers, by which they are in some instances preserved for Europe. 
(French Institute.) 

It has been supposed that the Dendera zodiac contained a horoscope, but inserted upon an 
ancient planisphere, as is the case with modern horoscopes. There is a human figure near 
Cancer, without divine or mystic attributes, who might be what is called "the native," the 
person for whom the boro800pe is drawn. 

The date of this or any other zodiac may be calculated from the place of the solstices. The 
sun's place at the solstice recedes from west to east about one sign in two thousand years. 
According to the usually received chronology, when Noah left the ark it was about the middle 
of Aquarius, where it is recorded to have been observed in China. In antediluvian times it bad 
ju~t quitted Pisces. The headless horse, type of the ascending node or winter solstice, in the 
Dendera planisphere appears to be over the figure of Aquarius, perhaps at its middle or fift:eenth 

J Zecb. xiii. The Egyptian figure having the bead of a beeve. 
a Sharon Turner, Sac. Hist., vol. ii. p. 265.-.. It is a curious fact, that the Mexicans bad 

a tradition of the history of Eve, and a representation of it, in their eymbolical paintinj[s. 
Humboldt thus mentions the circumstance. In describing the bieroglyphical paintings of the 
Mexicans in the Borgbian Museum at Veletri, he says, • that No. 1, Cod. Borg. fol. ii. represents 
the mother of mankind, the serpent-woman, the Eve of the Mexicsns.'-Humb. Researches, 
vol. ii. p. 834. Of the Codex Vaticanus he mentions, • the group No. 2 represents the ce)e. 
brated serpent-woman, Cihnz-cohuatl, called also Quilatzi, or Tonacacihua, woman of onr flesh. 
She is the companion of Tonacateuctli. The Mezicans considered her as the mother of the 
human race. After the god of the celestial paradise, Ometeuctli, she held the first rank among 
the divinities of Ausbuac. We see her always represented with a great serpent.'-Humb. ib. 
vol. i. p. 195. • Their Adam is called Tonacateuctli, or Lord of our flesh ; be is represented in 
the Cod. Borg. fol. 9.'-Humb. ib. 226.'' 

• These figures of serpents or snakes connected with time. have a narrow-pointed head, as 
the innozious species always have ; the enemy bas the broad obtuse head of the venomous ones, 
as the cobra, &c. 

s It is possible the long-robed figure may have been intended sa priestly, the Egyptian priests 
being robed in a long linen garment called Caiasiris, Heb. the clothing of the Prince. 
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degree. This indicates the origin of this zodiac to have been in times when ita position wu 
in Aquarius : but the position of the summer solstice had been since altered to suit the pre­
cession of the equinoxes, by inserting a ecarabmWI, beetle, or crab, in the position where the 
eummer solstice began to take place about 2000 B.c. 4000 B.c. it bad been where the signs of 
Leo 1 and Virgo join, being according to tradition, at the time of the creation of Adam, the first 
observer of the heavens. Such, common sense tells that he mWit have been, even if tradition 
had not so called him. The insertion of the crab or scarabmus, to mark the ri.'CeBsiou of the 
solstice, indicates a date ltll than 2000 B.c., consequently later than that indicated by the 
position of the beadleBB figure over Aquarillll. In the smaller zodiac the summer solstice is in 
many ways marked as in Cancer, in that part nearest to Gemini. Therefore it is of a later date 
than the circular. The Scarabteus, passing ita early existence as a worm in the earth, and 
issuing thence a winged denizen of heaven, waa held sacred by the Egyptians aa an emblem 
of the resurrection of the body, in which they firmly believed, and from which they derived 
their custom of preserring it aa a mummy 7. 

The figures of this planiapbere tend to show, that the primeval religion of Egypt waa that 
revealed to Adam, and transmitted by Noah. That the Seed or offspring of the woman should 
bruise the bead of the serpent, the enemy, and that it should bruise His heel, is the earliest mani­
festation of that religion on record, and the most universal-still to be traced in the traditions of 
all nations, but most evidently in the wide-spread monuments of astronomy, the emblems of the 
twelve signs of the zodiac marking out the way of Him who should come, depart, and come 
again, aa the sun, His recognized type in the heavens. 

On this planisphere the twelve signs are represented nearly as described by the Greek astro­
nomer Hipparcbus (n.c. 125), long before the supposed erection of the temple on which the 
planisphere is carved. The Greeks allowed that their aatronomy came to them from Egypt; the 
Egyptians attributed theirs to Chaldea. Abraham, to whom his descendants referred the origin 
of their aatronomy, being a Chaldean and a temporary resident in Egypt, through him they 
might derive the astronomy transmitted from the antediluvian patriarchs, to whom tradition 
refers the invention of the science. This would make part of the wisdom of Egypt of which 
Moses was in possession. The ram or lamb, the bull, the goat or kid, were from the beginning 
aacrificial animals, typifying the one great sacrifice. Cattle, ftocks, and herds, the earliest pos­
session of mankind, represented His people, His purchased possession; while the human figure 
showed the nature in which He should come for their redemption, the lion showing His coming 
to victory over His enemies-He who waa bruised in the heel coming to bruise the bead. Even in 
Ianda where the lion was unknown, that figure was pre-eminent aa in this zodiac; for the lion 
waa a Chaldean, not an Egyptian animal. The figure of the sheep was in the far East supplied 
by the goat or antelope. The serpent waa every where as universal as the wiles of him whom 
it represents, or aa the stars to which these emblems were annexed. 

If, as bas been urged, God bas spoken, the records of what He has said ought to be searched 
out. The message of the Book and of the symbols may be shown clearly to agree. The tra­
ditions 1 of the nations, like sunbeams on a rapid stream, however broken and confnsed, yet 
reftect the primeval light. 

Ancient writers have said that the religion of Egypt was derived from the constellations, but 
not that the constellations were derived from that religion. 

Those who invented the emblems of the constellations of course gave names to them, and 
probably also to their principal stars. Arabian tradition asserted that these names were trans­
mitted unchanged in Arab astronomy. Names are not, aa is sometimes supposed, mere arbitrary 
combinations of letters. All names have meanings e:&plicable by the roots which they contain. 
The Holy Scriptures occasionally e:&plain the names there recorded from their roots in the 
Hebrew language, also to be found in the other cognate dialects. All the ancient names of the 
stars that have reached us have meanings in those dialects suitable to the import of the emblems 
connected with which they are found. These correspondences furnish strong evidence that the 
design of the inventors was to transmit to their descendants immortal and life-giving truths. 

Evidence of the antiquity of these emblems may be found by those internal traces in the 

8 The Egyptian astronomers taught that at the Creation the sun rose in Leo, the moon in 
Cancer ; these signs have always been called their houses. The very ancient science of astrology 
also gave each of the planets their houses or signs, Aries being called the bouse of Mars, Virgo 
of Mercury, Sagittarius of Jupiter, Libra of Venus, Capricorn of Saturn. If at, or soon after, 
Allam's creation, these planets were in these signs, such might be the origin of this appro­
priation. 

7 ·The male Scarab~ei are smaller than the female ; the mole typifying the sun setting to rise 
again, also, the resurrection of man ; the female, the renewed year. 

1 Maimonides says, that according to Jewish tradition the first man who introduced the worship 
of the stars aaserted that it waa derived from prophecy. 

D 
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records of the science of astronomy, by which 110me modem astronomers are led to refer its origin 
to about 4000 years ago, but those here poiDted out refer rather to 6000, the age of Seth and 
Enoch, whom ancient traditions name as the fint astronomers. 

The testimony of the ancient Egyptians to this antiquity is preserved by the Greek writen, in 
the ancient books of the Persians, and by Josephus, the historian of the Jews. 

The coincidence of Arab astronomy with the Cbaldeao and Egyptian traditioos and moaa­
mente is well known. 

The suitability of the names preserved by the Arabs and other ancients, when explained by tlae 
Noetic roots fo110d in alllaoguages, to the emblems of the Egyptian zodiacs, indicates a common 
origin. The name of Seth or Thoth, given by all tradition as that of the iDventor of astronomy 
and the Sothaic period, the wonderful perfection of which is acknowledged by modem astro­
nomers, and attributed to the earliest race of mankind, testifies to this assertion. 

Of" the great year" of Josephus, the Bothaic period of six h110dred years, Cusioi aays, "This 
Jleriod, of which we find no intimation in any monument of any other nation, is the finest that 
ever was invented; for it brings out the 110lar year more exactly than that of Hipparchus and 
Ptolemy, and the l1108r months within about one minute of what is determined by modem 
astronomers." 

The figures of the coostellations only including the etars visible in the latitudes between the 
11011rcee of the Euphrates and the Nile, indicate their origin or early adoption in those districta. 

It is said that "the Egyptiaoa learnt from Hermes t the canicular cycle of 1461 ye&I'B, at the 
eod of which their 110lar year of 36a years {the deficiency of which they were not allowed to 
make up by intercalation) had receded through every season, and retw-oed to the aame sidereal 
poiDt of commencement, namely, the rising of the dogstar on the let of Thoth. This cycle 
they called the great year. But there was another great year in more general use, which was 
the Nero1, or cycle of 600 years, to which Josephus refers, Ant. i. 3, and which was that most; 
employed at Babylon ; this being one of the cycles on the great stone in the India HoliSe. The 
8aros was another cycle, of, according to Suidas, eighteen years and six months, nearly oor­
respondiug with the Metonic l1108r cycle of nineteen years. This aliiO being inscribed on the 
stone at the Inaia Houee, will come 110der consideration at a future opportunity." {Cullimore 
on the Origin of the Primitive Sphere of the Greeks, in the Morning Watch, voL ri. p. 389.) 

The sphere described by Eudoxus, Antos, and Hipparchus, is said by Cullimore to be proved 
to han been from Egypt; and that Sir Ieaac Newton and all others who refer its emblems to 
the Argonautic voyage, are obliged to reject either historical or astronomical evidence, but 
agrees with Sir Ieaac Newton's placing of the colw-es. 

"Paammeticus, with whom the catalogue of the great Paite family, preserved by Herodotus, 
commences, began to reign B.c. 672, the first year of the Grreco-Egyptian intercourse, and 
was, according to the Egyptian annals of Manetho, preceded by Stephioathes, Nicepsos, and 
Nechao I., the father of Psammeticus, according to Herodotus, who reigned respectively seYeo, 
six, and eight years. To King Nicepsos, and his contemporary, the philosopher Petoairis, are 
ascribed the latest innovations or improvements in the Hermaic astronomy of Egypt. They were 
celebrated astronomers and astrologers, and constructed a sphere into which the decaoi or decen­
nary divisions of the zodiac were first introduced. Julius Firmicus calls them 'divioi viri atque 
omni admiratione digni.' Nicepsos reigned from B.c. fi86 to B.c. 6i2." The Greek sphere then 
originated with Thales, whose disciple, Aoaximander, first coostructed it. 

"The zodiacal signs are undeniably of the highest antiquity before the times to which bee­
then history ascends. Some of them are alluded to in the book of Job, which, if by Moees, was 
the earliest of his writings, and even in the East these signs remain 110changed, uoencumbered by 
their elephants and monsters." "On the testimony of Berosus, corroborated by internal evidence 
in the zodiac itself, toe believe these sigos to have been invented by the first Hermes, about 2400 
B.c., and when at the veroal equinox the sun was in, or near the Pleiades. The second Hermes 
perfected what the first had only designed, having a..ocertained the true length of the year, and 
fued the seasons by the solstices and equinoxes. This took place about MOO B.c., when the s110 
at the veroal equinox stood in the cloud whence Taurus emerges ; and it was near the time of the 
Exodus, Hermes being contemporary with Moses. The signs so fized by the eecond Hermes have 
passed into all countries where astronomy is known, with no other variation than that occasioned 
by remoteness of latitude, where the Chaldeao animal of 110me of the signs was supplied by an 
animal better known in the remote regions of the earth, or by some grotesque form, llDlike any 
thing in nature. Aries p818es into the goat or deer in India, and Gemini and Vll'go tske the 
Oriental costume; Leo aliiO, though retaining its name and place in the Indian zodiac, has 
assumed a form 1111 rude as in the heraldic paintings ofthe middle ages. These facts demoostrate 

' Much has been said of the first and second Hermes, and more of Hermes Trismegistus; 
Hermes being taken as a proper name, not considering it, as it is, an epithet, o,n, the great, 
with the common Egyptisn affix of 1. It may refer to Seth or Enoch as the great astronomers. 
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that the zodiac was not invented in India, but in a country where the lion and other animals were 
commonly known, such as Egypt or Assyria, and the transport of astronomy to India is further 
evidenced by Virgo being seated in a ship or chariot in the Cingalese and some other Oriental 
zodiacs. The forms in the Greek and Roman zodiacs were become wholly arbitrary, and bore 
no reference to the positions of the stars. But we generally find Aries and Taurus turned from 
each other, indicating tbe division to be between Aries and Taurus, as stated above. The fixed 
:zodiac, commencing with Aries, seems not to have been generally adopted till the time of Hip­
parchus, when the vernal equinox stood near the head of Aries, and the autumnal near Spica 
Virgin is. Ptolemy himself declares that he altered the forms of some of the constellations to give 
the figures a better proportion, and stars which the older astronomers had placed in the shoulders 
were thus brought down to the sides of Virgo. He says :-' Multis ergo in locis accommodatiora 
ipsis figuris attrihuentes vocabula, priscorum usum immutavimus, sicut, verbi gratia, figuras quas 
Hipparchus in humeris Virginia locat, nos in coatis ejus sitae esse dicimus, quoniam distantia 
earum ad stellas qu~e in capite sunt major apparet, quam ad eas qu~e in e:rtremitatibus manuum 
collocantur, hoc autem sicut et coatis accommodatur.' Bayer turned the backs of the figures to the 
spectator instead of the faces, and Albert Durer, or some German, put them all into Gothic cos­
tume, in which they remained till the time of Flamstead. He revised, or rather re-constructed 
the forms of the constellations, and first laying down the stars themselves correctly, drew the 
figures according to that part of the body in which the several stars were said to be placed by 
Hipparchus and Ptolemy.'' 

While in ancient Egypt the signs of the zodiac were thus engrsven on their temples, in India 
and Arabia from time immemorial the signs and the Lunar Mansions have been interwoven with 
science and poetry, with public worship and private economy, the figures being embodied in the 
forms of idols, and the appellations transmitted in the names of children. In Scandinavia they 
have been claimed by Olaus Rudbeck, as having there originated. In Mexico they are still 
to be traced. The Burmese have preserve!~ them well: the Polynesians have not totally for­
gotten them. Wherever the posterity of Nosh, the children of Beth, are found, there al'!l 
recognized some vestiges of this their ancestral science. When the study of astronomy was 
merged in that of astrology, during the dark ages of Europe, it flourished in the East, 
cultivated by AI Fergsni at the court of the Caliph of Bagdad, Haroun Alraschid, in the ninth 
century, and at that of the Moors in Spain by Albumazer about the same time, whose works 
were commented on by Aben Ezra in the twelfth. He has transmitted to us accounts of the 
ancient Persian, Indian, and Egyptian spheres. Ulugh Beigh, the Tartar prince and astronomer, 
grandson of Tamerlane, has preserved the ancient Coptic names of the signs, supposed to have 
been those of the ancient Egyptians, and also many names of the fixed stars, which appear to 
have come through the Arabs t, The Lunar Mansions, and the divisions into Decans of the 
thirty-six constellations beyond the zodiac, which appear on the planisphere and long zodiac of 
Dendera, were by them enumerated and described. 

These are some of the leading ancient astronomers who have preserved and transmitted to 
us such important evidence of the antiquity of these emblems, and of the unity of design in the 
ancient division and nomenclature of the starry heavens. The interpretations here given are 
assimilated as closely as possible to their concurring testimony separated by ages of time, by 
distance of habitation, by language, and by religion : where they agree, surely it must be in 
the truth. 

As the Jews have guarded for us iu their precious integrity the Hebrew Scriptures, so 
Mahometan, or rather patriarchal Arabs have transmitted to us the names which so remark­
ably correspond with the language of those Scriptures, when setting forth the glory of Him not 
then revealed to either of those nations-children of Abraham according to the flesh, who 
will one day bail their long unrecognized kinsman-Redeemer, when the flocks of Kedar and 
the rams of Nebaioth shall be gathered unto the Lord, and His glory shall have arisen upon 
them. 

Another chain of evidence has descended to us through the Greeks. Hesiod, about 1000 years 
B.c., treats of the rising and setting of the constellations, whose names and emblems he tran•mits 
as from immemorial antiquity. So speaks Homer of those which he mentions. Aratus, a Greek 
at the court of Antigonus, king of Macedonia, about 277 B.c., in his poem on astronomy, describes 
much more particu.larly the constellations, in number, name, and figure nearly as now repre­
sented. Hipparchus, the celebrated Greek astronomer, who died I21r-years B.c., enumerated and 
is said to have given names to the stars; but Hesiod, Homer, and Aratus having previously 
recorded them by name, this can therefore only mean that he made of them a regular enrolment. 
Hyginus, a freedman of Augustus, gives the names and figures as his predecessors, and relates of 
them the various fables in his time vaguely attached to the constellations, of the uncertainty of 

• Monturla, &c. 

D 2 
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20 ON THE EMDLEMS OF EGYPI'IAN MYTHOLOGY. 

wiUcll be 6equently apeeb,-tlnas makill« - remarkable the brnriable cen.iuty ol the 
appellatioos and IIJDibob. Ptolemy of Aleuudria, in the time of Antoninu, lll8de tbe cele­
brated catalogue of tbe fixed stan, deseribiD« the eonstellations as we now ban them, .,.mc.Jariy 
the reaw-bble uuiou of eome with others, by J"eclwuing tbe aame star in e.cb; • the foot of 
Aries with the baud of PilceB aod bead of Cetus; the foot of Auriga with the hom of Taanl!l; 
the COlJI aod ruen with the aerpent Hydra. From him we ba•e deri•ed them witbo.t Ylll'iatioa. 
till the English Mb'ouomer, and adnnary ol Newton, Flamstead, in the time ol ~ A-. 
aufortuuately took it into his bead, in attemf'liu« to «h"e uames to the stars DOt reckoDed in the 
aueient eoustellatious, to mingle with tbeee mplic and lipifiamt emblems sacb lellBelea fi«ares 
u the fox aod soc-. or I1ICb llllimportaut ODell as the lhield of Sobieski IIIICl bull ol Pom.towHi. 
wiDeh uow diJiigure tbe modem sphere. He did DOt e.eu IUped thl'J bad lillY -mr;: tben!­
fore it is eYident that this ~ asb'onomer bad not in the ooane of his studies met with any 
ACOOIIIIt of their pouible sipifieatiou which appeared to him worthy of DOtice. It ie in Jewish 
lllltiquity IIJoue tbat we fiDd lillY •e«ip of a receiYed llleiiDinr; beinr; aatacbed to them. 

AD£ieDt • these xodiacs are, and pwtieubrly the cin:alar oue, we baYe a record of aradl mare 
lllleieut astronomy in the blessinr; ol Jacob, in which Jae clesc:ribes the lips u bonae oa tbe 
lJumen of brael, about 1700 B.C. 

Great modem authorities iu r;eological science aeem DOW to ba•e ap;reed, that in e.ery new 
creation traced in the fouilized chronicles of by~e ages, the lint were tbe grandest of the 
fOI'IIIIItiou. Tbe physical constitntiou of the antedilurian, the fint rac:e of man, framed to last 
- a tboasaDd yean, mast ba•e beeu in e•ery respect saperior to that now existiJ~~, or any of 
which we can form llll idea. If tbe intellectual, the purely spiritual, were not 10 too, yet the 
inlfnments by which that intellect worked beinr; 10 far superior, would gi•e an incalculable 
adYIIIltqe to its exercise. 

The perfectiou to which these fathers, these kinr;e' of meu, carriei their astronomy, as testified 
by the famous period of 600 years, atrorde sufficient proof of the saperiority of their organs of 
sight. Those eyes were to them what the last and r;reatest telescope bas beeu to their leaa 
uaturally gifted descendants. The most llllcieut names of the nebulae proYe that to them ... 
known, what is at last recently acknowledr;ed, that theee clouds of light are indeed 11ury -· 
blar;es ', mnltitudes. 

Tbe Egyptian zodiac as represented in the annexed planispbere of Dendera, though in the main 
~g with that apparently !mown to Jacob and his family, ditrere from it in two of the sigDe. 
On Issac bar's standard was home the strong ass, still to be recognized in the stars of Cancer, where 
two stars are called the northern and I01lthern all, aod in the name Statio Typhonis, the -
baYing beeu an emblem of Typhon. A.lao the Egyptian aodiac bas in Libra the scales, 11111'­
moanted by a figure wboae finger il on his lips, OYer whom are two others, a fox or wolf, 
and a man holding a 11aal ; and it is well known that Libra. the scales or balance, 'lr&l not 
home on any standard of Israel, the place of LeYi, to whom it would ba•e fallen, beinr; with 
Simeou in the blessing of Jacob, and with the tabernacle in tbe encampmeut of Israel aod the 
blessing of M01e1; the emblem of the scales not beiJII used by Jacob, but the place where it 
might be looked for, after the serpeut or basilisk of Dan, being devoted by the dying prophet to 
tile memorial of that salvation for which be bad waited, and which was typified in the balance of 
redemption, the CI'OI8, the victim, and the crown. Thel!e were no hnman atiribntes, and to 
none did be appoint them. The figure enclosed in a circle bas beeu called Harpocrates, a name 
which may be referred to the primiti•e roots "'K, He who cometh, 9 the Egyptian article mascu­
line before:"!.,, or mJ, cat in pieces as a sacrifice (Jer. xxxiv. 18, &c.): He who cometh to be a 
sacrifice. He bas a finger on the lip ( :"1!:111 being the lip, and '1111 to braise), referring to one first 
~ and uni•ersl prophecy as to Him who should come, that He abould braise the bead of tbe 
enemy and be Himself braised in the heel; the fox or wolf, Shaal or Zeeb, expressing " He who 
cometh;" the figure with the 11ail espressing " He sball braise," also "He sball retnm," as the 
11ail on the com. Tbe decanl of this sign are the CI'OIB, being repret!ellted by tbe lion, w bo rends 
a figure with tbe face and horns of a lamb, the victim ; and the eutbroned figure with the flail and 
the crown. 

' "The teu lrlnr;s before the 11ood" ha•e been spokt'n of in •ery ancient writers. Josephus 
gi•es as a reaeGn for the long life of the antedilurians, that they might complete their dilco•eries 
in utrouomy. · 

• 8ee the Tables in Part II., for the Pleiades, Cancer, Orion, and Andromeda. &phina in 
Argo is also probably the aebala in tflat place, visible to antediluvian eyes, if not to oars. 
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ON THE EMBLEMS OF EGYPTIAN MYTHOLOGY. 21 

That the Seed of the woman shall bruise the serpent's head, and it should bruise His heel, is 
the foundation on which is constructed the whole of this planispbere, with those of the Indians, 
Persians, Arabs, or, as in fact these all are, the Cbaldean. Abraham was a Chnldean, and 
traditional history bas said a great astronomer, and Cbaldean astronomy is continually appealed to 
as the original of the science. It bas been supposed that Melcbisedek, the righteous king, was 
Sbem in person; if so, be must have known all that Noah knew on the subject, and Noah must 
have known what Adam, Seth, and Enoch are traditionally said to have tranamitted as to the 
names and positions of the stars of heaven. But with the Chaldean astronomy, which is in 
fact ours, the Egyptian does not always agree. The Egyptians had derived their science from 
Noah before Abraham came among them, and in this planisphere we have the records of it, 
for the headless figure, where Aquarius joins on Pisces, refers to a time long before Abraham ; 
another headless figure with the horus of Aries, more immediately under Pisces, may have origi­
nally been intended to refer to the winter solstice having receded from Aries into Pisces before 
the earliest era in tradition. This might be the figure which led some French astronomers to 
attribute an antiquity far beyond Scripture chronology, a time when the winter solstice would be 
in Aries, if the heavenly bodies then existed. In the Egyptian and Chaldean spheres, and those 
of Persia and India as described by Albumazer, the twelve signs are exactly alike; and in the 
other constellations, the thirty-six decans '• there is sufficient resemblance to show that all had one 
origin ; the astronomy of which aU tradition, and particularly the Egyptian, calls Seth the origi­
nator. The traditional names Hermea, and Hermes Trismegistus, seem to refer to Seth, as 
Hermea, the great one, and Adam, Seth, and Enoch, as the three great ones who originated the 
science. 

In the different ancient spheres the number and purport of the emblems are the same, and 
similar meanings are traceable in their names by the aid of the Noetic roots preserved in the 
Hebrew Scriptures. 

In the annexed tables, the names said to have been obtained from the planispbere are so ex­
plained, and references given to the parte of the Hebrew Scriptures where the Noetic roots are 
used in the sense here given to them. 

Authorities have been asked for the inference that the twelve signs and other constellations of 
Egyptian astronomy symbolize the prophecies concerning Him who was to come, the Messiah, 
frequently personified as Osiris and Horus, the Prince and the Divine Infant. It is answered 
that the inference is made on the authority of the ancient traditions connected with the emblems, 
and the meanings conveyed by the ancient but yet extant names,-as Osiris, the Prince; " Sir," 
in Isa. ix., born of no human father, born to die, and revive again; Isis, or Isba, wife of Osiris, 
mother of Orus or Horus, He who cometh, who shall come; Typhon, the evil one, the smitten 
or wounded, or the smiting or wounding. The great authority here is the meaning of the names 
and similarity of the traditionary characters. Osiris reigns, but dies and lives again ; Horus 
comes to rule and live; Typhon smites, and is smitten. 

In the figures of Egyptian astronomy one foot of the conqueror is on the head of the serpent, 
the other held up as wounded, bruised, The astronomy of the Egyptians is not corrupted like 
their mythology. 

NOTE ON THE SCARAB.EUS. 

The metamorphosis of insects has often been considered to typify the resurrection of the 
human body. " We see therein the resurrection painted before Olll' eyes, and exemplified so as 
to be examined by our hands," was said by the celebrated naturalist Swammerdam. 

The larva, caterpillar, or grub, was thought to represent the state of man in lift>, the pupa or 
chrysalis the desd body, the perfect insect the resurrection. The Egyptians held the immor­
tality of the soul, and the future resurrection of the body, to be reunited to the soul, and enjoy 
with it a more glorious and heavenly existence. This patriarchal truth they afterwards encum­
bered with the notion that the prese"ation of the body was necessary to this future reunion; 
and hence the national practice of forming it into a mummy. There is a likene11 between the 
chrysalis and the mummy which might suggest the shape of the mummy : the Scarabams often 
on its breast; let us hope, a token of patriarchal faith yet su"iving the darkness of heathenism. 

The Scarabaeus seems to have been introduced into the later zodiacs, not being among the 
more ancient Coptic names, as emblematizing the sun in his re-ascending state, completed when 
he reached the summer solstice in Cancer about 1500 years before the Christian era. Such 
seems to have been the popular interpretation of the emblem; but that there was a higher 
meaning, even that of resurrection, is evidenced by the figure of the Scarabaeus on the breast of 
mummies, and by the representation of it as ascending on high with figures below in attitudes 

' Note "on Decana." 
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22 ON THE EMBLEMS OF EGYPTIAN MYTHOLOGY. 

of wonder and adoration ; a remarkable inetance of this may be seen on the sarcophagus, called 
that of Alexander, in the British Museum. 

The Scarabeas does not occur among the thirty-six decans, either in their figures or their 
hieroglyphic names, but the figure in the planisphere called the Crab is a beetle, having no tail, 
and attenne not pincers, though somewhat more resembling a crab than the figure in the 
smaller zodiac, which is evidently a beetle, and on the long zodiac there is a Scarabeus with its 
wings extended, with the smaller and less definite figure of a beetle, not however a crab. 

One of the hieroglyphic names in Cancer being Fent-har, the serpent's enemy, may have led 
to the introduction of the Scarabeas, as typifying a conqueror, and also the san victorious over 
darkness. 

NOTE ON MANETHO. 

Kanetho, or Manethos, was High Priest of Heliopolis, under Ptolemy Philadelphus, 304 a.c. 
His history, written in Greek, is lost, but his dynasties are prese"ed by Easebias, and frag­
ments of his history in Josephus' work against Apion. The subject-matter he asserts to have 
been extracted from the sacred pillars of the first Hermes Trismegistas, from inscriptions made 
in the sacred language of Thoth, translated after the Flood, written in the sacred character, 
and deposited in the sacred recesses of Egypt. His first book was history of heroes and demi­
gods, his second of eight dynasties, and his third of twelve. 

It should be home in mind, that Manetho, though beginning his record of the traditional 
history of Egypt in a remote and shadowy antiquity, lived only three hundred years before 
Christ, when not only inspired but uninspired records were in existence, and familiarly appealed 
to by the Jews, who in addition to their own holy books had brought with them from Babylon 
much of the wisdom of the Chaldeans, among which the Rabbin~ lament to reckon that 
"Astrology," which they say obscured the light of the ancient Jewish Astronomy. Still they 
appealed to the blessing of Jacob and standards of the tribes as of undoubted authority, and with 
unshaken veneration. 

(JosephasagalnstApion 5, Book I.) 

"What is set down by the Greeks is now but of yesterday. But among the Egyptiane, 
Chaldeea, and Phrenicians, the memory of their writings is ancient and infallible." 

" Manethon, an Egyptian born, skilful in the Greek tongue (for he writ in Greek), compiling 
a history of the customs and religion of his forefathers, collected (as himself reporteth) out of 
the Egyptian holy writings, often reprehendeth Herodotus, who being indeed ignorant, did much 
help the Egyptians." •• This Manethon," he goes on to say, "among other things, speaks of 
a nation called Hycsos, which signifies kings, shepherds, for Hyc, in the sacred tongue, signifies 
a Iring, and Sos, a shepherd or shepherds." But Josephus adds that Hie, or Hac, in the 
Egyptian tongue, signifies a captive 8• 

" Manethon reporteth those kings and shepherds to have ruled Egypt 511 years, after which 
they were expelled." " Further, in another book of Egyptian affairs, Manethon saith that in 
the holy writings he findeth these shepherds called captives." 

Manethon gives the descent of kings after the expulsion of the Shepherds, down to Egyptus 
and Danans. "Thus far Manethon." 

" Berosus, a Chaldean bom, in the Grecian tongue, did write astronomy and the Chaldees' 
philosophy. He writeth of the Deluge." 

" Manethon confeaseth himself to have gathered the Egyptian history out of their holy 
writings." 

"Manethon, while he followed the ancient writers, did not much err." 
"I have opposed myself against Manetho, Cberemon, and others." Manetho saith that 

the Jews departed out of Egypt about the time of Tethmosis, 396 years before Danaas fled 
out of Greece. The name Manetho is used by some translators, Manethon by others. 

"In my opinion profound minds are the most likely to think lightly of the resources of 
human reason; and it is the pert, superficial thinker who is generally stronge~t in all kinds of 
unbelief. The deep philosopher sees chains of causes and effects so wonderfully and strangely 
linked together, that he is usually the last person to decide upon the impossibility of any two 
series of events being independent of each other; and in science so many natural miracles, as it 
were, have been brought to light, that the physical inquirer is seldom disposed to assert con­
fidently on any abstruse subjects belonging to natural things, and still less so on those relating 

6 A pion accused the Jews of worshipping an ass in the temple. Did they confound Athon, 
an ass, with )I'IN, "Him who cometh?" 

e 1"• bound. 
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ON THE EMBLEMS OF EGYPTIAN MYTHOLOGY. 23 

to the more mysterious relations of moral events and intellectnal natures." (Sir H. Davy, 
Salmonia, p. 150.) 

Socrates says that he learnt from a book by Anaxagoras, that " it is Intelligence that sets in 
order all things :" to which he himself added, "in such a way as sball be best." He also says, 
.. The soul is imperishable and immortal." · 

Jamblicus states that the Egyptians acknowledged a Spirit superior to nature, and an Intelli­
gence superior to that soul by whom the world was created. 

ZODIAC OF ESNE 7, 

l The only explanation of this zodiac furnished by the Writer of" Mazzaroth," consists of the 
numbers (evidently marking the Twelve Signs) annexed to some of the figures, the word 
"Sphinx" written over No.6, and the subjoined note.-C. D.] 

In this zodiac the winter solstice appears to have been placed in Pisces B.c. 4000 years, 
the summer in Leo, where joining Virgo, giving the same date; the serpent under Virgo appears 
to be of the venomous species, by the broad head ; all the others, having pointed and narrow 
heads, are snakes not venomous, typifying time in their swift motion. The Scarabams, denoting 
the sun's place at the solstice, shows that this zodiac, though recording an earlier era, had been 
altered to the time of the building of the temple, after the Christian era. 

[Explanations of the remaining figures were probably in the Writer's mind, but not having 
been committed to paper are irrevocably lost. The following elucidations have, however, been 
kindly offered by a Clerical Friend of the Writer, residing in Norfolk, who had been much in 
correspondence on the subject of "Mizraim," and whose sympathy and aid had been very 
valuable during the closing period of the Writer's literary labours.] 

" In Aries is an hieroglyphic emblem, an oval or egg, denoting a female, as in the same sign 
in the Dendera Planisphere. This emblem denotes the constellation Cassiopeia, the throned 
woman or church, which is marked by the nine stars in this Planisphere. Aries seems to be 
looking the reverse way towards this constellation. Does this represent the Lamb seeing of 
the travail of His soul and satisfied ? 

* * * * * * * * * 
" The mistake seems to me (and it is an important one) in numbering the Sphinx VI. 

instead of Virgo, the female figure standing above the prostrate serpent or dragon, and holding 
in her two hands the Spicum or ear of corn, the ' Seed,' in whom is finally and completely 
bruised the serpent's head." 

[Possibly the Egyptians, having made the Sphinx represent Virgo, and being yet aware that 
the ear of corn was an essential part of the sign, added the female figure holding the ear as 
supplemental to their own invention of the Sphinx.-C. D.] 

r SeeM. L'Abbe Halme, "Examen et Explication des Zodiaques d'Esne," 8vo., Paris, 1821, 
Pl. 11. 
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§lhhrnhn. 

[A Chapter on the INDIAN AsTRONOMY, showing its correspondence with the system o( 
"Mazzaroth," was contemplated by the Writer, and would have been appended to this work 
had life been prolonged. In a letter dated January 9, 1864, is the following passage.-C.D.] 

" Have I told you I have lately got lnten Indian Zodiacs in a Bengali Almanack, none older 
than Abraham, none Egyptian, but ancient Chaldean Astronomy? They came when I was very 
ill, and I have not written yet what I see in them, fixing the origin of the1e and probably all 
Sanscrit Astronomy to about the time of Abraham. Cancer is there, no Scarabreus, no cattle in 
that sign. In the more modern, Taurus is the little humpy Hindoo Bull; in the others, a grand, 
but scarcely made out, fine Eastern Boll." 

[Amongst Miscellaneous papers has been found the following, endorsed" For India."] 

Pereeus and Andromeda and Cepheus are Indian constellations. 
Nipla, modern Chaldaic for Orion (Maurice). Name of the Pleiades in Sanscrit, Carteek, this 

constellation was called in India, "The general of the celestial armies." 
Maurice thinks that the Indian mythology was formed " when the year opened in Taurus, and 

the Pleiades rose heliacally" (as at the antediluvian vema! equinox, F. R. ). He also thinks 
that when the Grecian sphere was first formed, the seventh Pleiad was becoming fainter; it is 
said to have vanished at the siege of Troy. Hyginus says it retired as a comet to the arctic 
circle. 

Valiancy, Oriental Collections, says that " the plan of Pagan Religion is the eame every 
where," from antediluvian astronomy transmitted through Noah. 

Satum, from the Oriental root, sater, to bide. Satyavarmon, the Indian Urah, as hidden in 
the ark. 

De Grunes says an Egyptian hieroglyphic for science is dew falling from heaven. 
De Ia Loubere. The Siamese week. Planetary names nearly the same as the other Indian 

ones, beginning however apparently with the Sun, thefirlt day. 

[The following also appears partly to bear on the subject.] 

The " Primitive Astronomer," observing the sun rise and set, who could this be but the first 
man? 

The Greeks, by the mouth of Plato, say they leamt the little they knew of Astronomy from 
the Egyptians. The Egyptians (attribute] theirs to Oannes, Thoth, and Soth. The Chaldeens, 
whose records went back nineteen centuries in the days of Alexander, attribute the origin of 
theirs to Seth and Enoch. Astronomy has ever been by modem astronomers attributed to 
" Chaldean Shepherds ;" and was not Abraham a Chaldean Shepherd, only a few generations 
from ~oah? did be not preserve and transmit the records of those eclipses of nineteen centuries 
pleaded by the Babylonians to Alexander? Antediluvian records would be preserved by Noah, 
as was the astronomy of Seth, Both, or Thoth, and transmitted by the sons of Noah to Egypt 
and Chaldea, and why not to India and China? Was it not one invention, emanating from one 
inventor, known to posterity by varying name3? 
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THE PLANETS. 

[A few very short notes on the names of the planets, in a fragmentary state, have been found 
since the decease of the Writer. They were evidently intended as rough notes of matter to be 
incorporated with this work. Such very alight arrangement as was practicable, bas been adopted 
in giving the substsnce as below in the words of the writer, without interpolation, excepting where 
marked by brackets. A part of the page entitlell "The Planet Venus" was already in the pre!s, 
as was also a part of that headed " The Pole."-C. D.] 

To Seth is attributed the origin of the names of astronomy, and in his time it is said it was 
begun to call by the name of the Lord (Gen. iv. 26). Tbis may imply the nRming of the 
stars by names to the glory of the Lord, as is maintained in the previous pages of Mazzaroth. It 
may also include the having given names to the planets ; from their brightness and varying posi­
tion it seems likely that they were the earliest noticed and named. The names of the five that 
would be early noticed as bright, large moveable stars have come down to us as given in Mazza­
roth, Part III., page 6, in the East, and as still in nee in Europe in the W eat, different in sound, 
but in eome degree corresponding in meaning. 

The name Planets is derived from moveableness, eo distinguishing them from the fixed stars. 
Seth would early perceive they deriTed their brightness from the light of the sun, and that they 
appeared to attend on him their common centre. The sun, the minister (Chald.) of light 1• 

The heavens declare the glory of God, by His name El, AI, the Allah of the Oriental languages, 
frequently applied in the sacred writings to the Second Person of the Triune God. To this pur­
pose the yet extant and nnclumged names of the fixed stars are shown to tum ; the names of the 
Planets were not intended to speak [directly] of tbe glory of the Creator or the Redeemer, but 
[as seen] in His work, the Lord's people, the congregation of the Lord, eo called before His first 
coming, the Church of Christ since that coming, dark in themselves, enlightened and light-giving 
in the light of Christ. 

When the Arabian astronomers brought to Europe, onder the patronage of Alphonso, king of 
Castile, the ancient names of the fixed stars now in use among us, the planets were found fami­
liarly and univeraally known by names in use among the Romans. These names the Romans 
appear to have found in nee in that early Italy, of which they preserved other fragmentary traces 
in their language, referable, like all other ancient words, to the first langusge of mankind. These 
names eo originating and eo transmitted to us, are still in nee, and are to be explained by the 
Noetic or Hebrew roots they contain. 

Satnm, resting. 
Jupiter t, the Lord hath set free. 1 Chron. i.r. 34; 2 Chron. xxiii. 10. 
Mars 1 , the wounded. 
Earth, the broken. 
Venus '• the beloved. 
Mercury 1, going and returning again. 

1 That Shemi8h, usually masculine, is sometimes feminine, accounts for the varying gender of 
the sun in different languages, as in German. 

' Jab, corrupted into Ja, offers no difficulty to the Bible student. " Praise Him in His name 
Jab," will occur to every one such. Pether, or Piter, to open as a gate, as a line of descent, 
whence Pater and Father in modern languages, to set free. " Setting free" originalea a stream 
of water and a course of events; and the line of a pedigree is originated by the father, man by 
Adam, the Jews by Abraham. So Pater may be referred to the Hebrew root Patar, whence 
" Pater," Latin, &c. One meaning of Zedek, the Oriental name of Jupiter, is to set free by 
justifying. 

• Mars, the wounded, as Christ for His Church, His Church in Him. 
• Venus, in all countries and languages feminine, the Church from Adam downwards. 
5 Mercury, whose old Italian name Mercurius has the Hebrew roots, from afar returning; 

whose Greek name means coming. 
The fin;t three planets and the fifth in the Heb. and Arab. are not feminine, but masculine ; 

the fourth in alllangusges feminine, as the " congregation of the Lord " in the Old Testament, 
and the Christian Church always feminine; "reposing," "set free," "by blood," applying to both 
genders, as "returning," the masculine always including the feminine when needful. In the 
ancient names, however, the gender of the fourth is doubtful, like the Church, including both. 
Zedek, "set free," appliee to both genders; the Ja, mascnline, is a post-Noetic addition. 

E 
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26 THE PLANE'IS. 

Tbe Inventors of Astronomy could not omit the Planets in the nomenclature of the stu's, by 
which they desired to make thu heavens declare the glory of God. The evidence of that design 
Ia In the names themselves. 

The Coptic names of the Planets, given by Montucla from Ulugh Beigh, are Repban, Saturn ; 
Picheua, Jupiter; Melochk, Mara; Surath or Athor, Venus; Tbauth, Mercury. 

Tbe Rabbinical names, aa ~~:iveu by Sebastian Munster, are "Sabbater, rest; Zedek, just; 
Ma'adim, red ; Nogah, splendid ; Mercurium, Cochab, or Catab, as it is written.'' 

Kronoa, the Greek name of Saturn, resting. .,i' Arab. quievit, Prov. xvii. 27, Marg. cooL 
Latin, Saturn from .,I'll), bid (as Latium). 

HOUSES OF THE PLANETS. 

0 1' "l Mara, Aries, Scorpio. 
~ ,0, 11 Venus, Libra, Taurus. 
¥ I l( Jupiter, Sagittarius, Pisces. 
It vt = Saturn, Capricomus, Aquariu. 
~ ~ II Mercury, Virgo, Gemini. 

( $Moon, Cancer. 
0 Q Sun, Leo. 

From remote antiquity such have been called "the houses," or appropriate stations of the five 
planets, the sun, and the moon. Belonging to Mars, who brnises and is bruised, are Aries, the 
Lamb bruiaed, wounded in sacrifice, and Scorpio, where He who should come is shown as bnaised. 

Venua : Libra, redemption; Taurus, deliverance. 
Jupiter: Sagittarius, deliverance by Him coming forth; Pisces, whose are the co~ 
Saturn : Capricomus, the sacrifice slain ; Aquarius, the -ter of purification. 
Mercury : Virgo, the branch ; Gemini, the two comings. 
It seems probable that these agreements must have been arranged by the disconrers of the 

planets, the inventors of the emblems of the signa. 
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ON THE PLANET VENUS. 

IN the Egyptian Planisphere this planet is delineated as a woman, under her name Athor, she 
who cometh; the Christian Church, or the Church of God, in all ages. She is in a kneeling 
position under her house Taurus, seven stars, the Pleiades, before her. As after the time of tho 
siege of Troy tradition says one vanished, this figure refers to a date previous to thut. time, 
1000 B.C. The swine, enemy of the Serpent, is after; the Ram, of the sign Aries, with the 
circle of a complete era on his head, before. 

From the little respect paid by the Egyptians to the planets, compared with that paid to the 
more brilliant of the fixed stars, it may be inferred that they knew them to be but earths, while 
the stars were suns, probably by tradition from the great tounder of the science, the Hermes 
T.rismegistuiJ of Egypt and Greece, the great, thrice great, who did not share the destiny of 
other men, the Prophet Enoch, of whom is recorded," God took him." 

The Egyptians knew, what the Greeks did not for a long time, that the morning and tho 
evening star were the same planet: Pythagoras is said to have been the first who pointed out this 
fact to the Greeks; he is also said to have acquired his astronomy with other knowledge in 
Phrenicia. What the Pbrenicians then knew must have been known to the Hebrews, at that time 
a highly civilized nation, and having bad the instruction or Solomon. They therefore must have 
recognized the planet under both its aspects. As an evening star it is not mentioned in Scrip­
ture, and it is doubtful whether it is alluded to as a morning star, except in the Apocalypse. 
In Isaiah xiv. 12, Lucifer is in the original Hillel, the shining, the brilliant, a name whkh 
has no affinity with any extant of the planet Venus, though much with many names of the Sun, 
as Heli, Ssnscrit, and Helios, Greek. If, however, from the mythology of the ancients, we may 
infer the original symbolization of the planet Venus, as a type of the Church of Him who was to 
come, the Sun of Righteousness 1, both these aspects will be found expressive and suitable. 
Before the first coming, the Church as the morning star, heralded the Sun by prophecy; and in 
the evening star typified the declension of the Jewish dispensation, still however transmitting 
some rays of the splendour of the promised Messiah. After the Sun of the first coming was 
set, the twilight of the great apostasy began to close around; when the Church, as the planet 
Venus, receding from the source of light, became less bright, even while increasing in apparent 
magnitude, it might well be typified by the evening star ; again approximating to the Sun, 
di8appesring from our sight, to rise in renewed splendour as the morning star announcing His 
return. 

Venus, the beloved, the bright, the star of evening, descending and declining in brilliancy after 
the departure of the sun, but to return as the morning star with increased splendour at his 
reappearance,-by all tradition spoken of as the bride of a divine peraon, of Mara or of Odin,­
is an expressive and suitable type of the Church, falling away and to be restored at the second 
coming of her Lord, as the bride of Christ, the Lamb's wife of the Apocalyptic vision. The 
invariahleness of this tradition is the more remarkable, as the Germans and other northern 
nations made the moon masculine, as in the well-known legend of Anningait and Ajut among 

· the Laplanders. . 
This planet was considered sacred to the Assyrian goddess Battis, 1'1.,11:::1, who is represented 

with a star on her helld, and standing on a lion. " A female divinity called by Diodorus Siculus, 
Hwa (who bears, ,n), held in her right hand a serpent by the head, and in the other a sceptre," 
probably originally a branch. Layard identifies her with Astarte 1, starry, ,nl(, and Mylitta, 
bringing forth, n,., .. 

"Yon ought, if possible, to get a sight of Lepsins's Introduction. Only one volume is out, and 
not translated. I hold him to he a great charlatan in many things, but as regards scholarship he is 
unrivalled; and in this volume every thing that can be said on Greek and Egyptian astronomy is 
to be found. It is a quarto of magnificent print, and I can lend it you if you like. 1f you look 
to Pliny, Hist. Nat. ii. 6, you will see what he says about Pythagoras and the evening star. The 
GI'C(>ks strictly called Hesperus the evening star, Phosphorus the morning star; the Latin•, 
Lucifer and Vesperugo. 

" What Lepsius says is briefly this, ' Authorities are then given.' The fifth planet, the star 
of Aphrodite, is called by the Greeks Heosphoros, called by Aristotle Hera. The morning 

I Mal. iv. 2. 2 Zohara is the Arabic name for the planet Venua. 

E 2 
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23 ON THE PLANET VENUS. 

star is Sion or Toone, Toone being morning. Kircher said the Coptic for Venus was Sourob 3." 

(C. H. Cottrell.) 

NOTES. 

A Spanish missionary wrote in Mexican (1629) the traditions of their religion, &c., which be 
had gathered from the Mexicans themselves. This is published in vol. vi. of Lord Kings­
borough's great work. (B. M.) 

At Palenque is found a vulture slaying a serpent, and the cross among sacred emblems; also, 
a woman and child, holding a branch, receiving offerings; also, seven stars on a blue ground, 
probably the Pleiades (?); and a man and woman with a sword between them. 

Many Hebrew words may be found in the dialects of the Indians, as Abba, father. 
The name of the sun was Naolin, n'llll, who arises, comes. (Lord Kingaborough, B. M.) 
When the sign Aries (the white rabbit) arrived, they fasted for the fall of the first man. 
Much bas been written on the Cabiri of Samotbracia, the three potent divinities. Cabir 

appears to have been the Gentile equivalent of Cherub, "like the mighty," Cabiri being "like 
the strong" or " mighty," also, though from a different root. The triad of the Greeks and 
Romans was, of the god of the heavens, the god of the sea, and the god of the infernal regiona, 
or separate state ; bu' the Egyptians and Oriental heathen made theirs of father, son, and 
mother. (This moth~r was however not like the Freya of the Scandinavians, but represented 
the planet Venus; she was Isis, Isba, the woman of Gen. iii. 16, and of the sign Virgo.) Such, 
~. we find it in Mexico; while in Polynesia we find it of father, aon, and bird, as may be 
seen in 'be London Missionary Museum. 

[The following is . an extract from a letter of the clergyman referred to on p. 23. It was 
received by the Writer of Mazzaroth a few days before the close of life, and accepted as a correct 
and beautiful application of the figures to which it relates. A friend, wbo was in daily intercourse 
with the lamented Writer of this work at the time, testifies of the pleasure with which the idea 
contained in the letter was dwel' upon by the spirit so soon about to pass from amid symbola 
to realities.] . 

" The figures of the five planets in the Dendera Planisphere are all of them distinctly charac.. 
teristic. One of them is unclothed, Venus, and in a kneeling attitude, with four dolphins erect 
on her head. Does this figure symbolise the Church of Christ (Nogab), His • beloved,' here in 
her state by nature, to be clothed only in His righteousness, and made • to sit with Him in 
heavenly places?' If so, such raising up may be indicated by the four dolphins erect on the 
head of this kneeling figure-a dolphin being the ancient symbol of raising or lifting up. The 
Church's future elevation in glory seems indicated likewise by a youth sitting on a lotus on the 
right of the four dolphins, the mlllming of which is, • bidden but to come.' ' When Christ who 
is our life shall appear, then shall we also appear with Him in glory.' 

" If my rendering of the Planet Venus in the Dendera Planisphere is correct, it might account 
for the Greek fable of Venus rising from the 1ea.'' 

3 Heb. mJ'1'4), star of twilight. 
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THE POLE. 

IN the time of Seth and Enoch the Pole was among the stars of Draoo, the emblem of the 
enemy ; the constellation of the leseer sheepfold had no relation to it, bnt by degrees the Pole 
drew nearer to the brightest star in that constellation ; the sheep, represented by three of its 
other stare as quitting their earthly fold (the believing Church), seemed going forth to the 
cynosure faintly typifying Him who was and is the object of their faith. In the brilliant 
intensification of this emblem of the fold and sheep going forth, the greater fold (called the 
Great Bear), it is strikingly represented that their course is to the great Shepherd and guar­
dian of the tlocks, typified in Arcturus, He who cometh and returneth. The three stars, 
daughters of the tlock, seem following, seeking Him ; but two, representing the boundaries 
of the fold, point above to the stsr typifying Him in the earlier dispensstion, the lesser and 
as it were further removed fold. There He, the great Shepherd of the sheep, is figured above, 
gone before; and below in Arcturus, as about to return in greater glory. The foot of the 
other figure, the 811/fering mighty One, is on the head of the Dragon below. There is no 
distinguishing mark of the position of the Pole at any time in the Egyptian planisphere. Those 
who first named the stars seemed to have been aware that this position was not permanent. In 
the time of Seth and Enoch it was near the bright star Alpha Draconis, belonging both to the 
head of the Dragon and to the foot of Hercnles. placed as bruising it. 

Sir J. Herschel-" The Pole is nothing more than the vanishing point of the earth's axis." 
"The bright star of the Lesser Bear, which we call the Pole-star, has not always been, nor will 

it always continue to be, our cynosure. At the time of the construction of the earliest catalogues 
of the stars it was 12° from the Pole, it is now only 1° 24', and will approach still nearer, to 
within half a degree, after which it will again recede.'' " After about 12,000 years, the star 
Alpha Lyne, the brightest in the northern hemisphere, will occupy the remarkable situation of a 
Pole-star, approaching within about 5° of the Pole." "At the date of the erection of the great 
pyramid of Gizeh, which preceded by 3970 years (some ssy 4000) the present epoch ••• the 
place of the pole of the heavens was near A Draconis, the Pole-star at that time." " It is a 
remarkable fact that of the nine pyramids, six, including all the largest, have the narrow passages 
by which alone they can be entered, inclined downwards." " At the bottom of every one of the 
passsges, therefore, the then Pole-star must have been visible," "doubtless connected," "with 
the astronomical observation of that star.'' Thus therefore we find a mark of the date of the 
erection of those pyramids, "that is, while A Draconis was the Pole-star " 4000 years ago. 

Those who called the remarkable constellation, now miscalled the Great Bear, the fold and 
tlock proceeding from it, and following their great Shepherd, emblematized in Arcturus, Him 
who shonld come, and come again, seem also to have seen a fainter emblem of their own Church, 
fold and sheep, in what is called the Lesser Bear, an irregular square, from which seem to 
proceed, as in the larger emblem, three faint stare towards the larger and brighter one now 
called the Pole-star, but with which then the Pole of the earth's axis had no connexion. They 
ssw, as we see, that the Church on earth go forth towards Him their precursor, gone before, and 
bnt faintly seen by the most gifted sight of faith. Not such they found in the greater fold, 
whose sheep, or daughters, go forth and follow their Shepherd and their King, Arcturus of 
Bootes. 

These emblems made part of the ancient astronomy, bnt the guiding star was not the Pole-star 
then, nor will it always be. Still while to ns it seems to be so, it is well to connect it with Him 
to whom the hearts of Hie people turn " as the needle to the Pole.'' 

These leading or guiding stars, Arcturns in Bootes, and Kochab or Cynosura in the lesser 
sheepfold, have both symbolized the Great Shepherd of the sheep,-Him whom they follow in 
life, and trust in, to attain to His side in departing to be with Him, "which is far better.'' 

THE END. 

GILBERT AND B.IVINGTON, PB.UITKBS, ST. JOHN's IQUAB.B, LONDONo 
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