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FIRST SESSION. 

THE parties to the debate, namely, A. B. WHITING, Esq., aud Rev. 
JOSEPH JONES, met at Decatur, pursuant to the arrangements pre
viously made, on Tuesday evening, l\Iarch 12, 1.861. A large 
audience of both sexes had assembled to listen to the debate. 

:i\Iessrs. HENRY CANOLL, JonN WooDsoN, J. H. "\VALLACE, and 
JOHN TARBELr., all of Decatur, were appointed a Committee to pre
side at the debate, a.nd of their number, l\fr. JoHN TARBELL was 
chosen as l)fodcrator. 

The l\Ioderator read the rules which were to regulate and govern 
the debate, and which had been agreed upon by the disputants. 
They were as follows : The question to be discussed is-

Resolved, That the origin of :Modern Spiritual phenomena is entirely hypo
thetical, and therefore, the revelations from that source a,re not at all reliable. 

Agreed, First, That the Bible in this debate is not at all admissable. 
Agreed, Second, That any reflection on the moral chamcter of the respec

tive parties, to which either of the disputants. may be attached, shall be 
considered a breach of courtesy. 

Agreed, Third, That all offensive personalities on the part of either of the 
disputants, sbu.ll be considered a breach of courtesy. 

Agreed, Fou1·th, That it shall be the duty of the Chairm::m to prevent dis
cursiveness in either of the disputants, and to rule out all questions that 
shall have a tendency to divert the attention of the audience from the legiti
mate channel: Provided, that in case of dispute, the matter shall be referred 
for final decision, to a committee of three. 

Agreed, Fifth, That the Committee shall be chosen in the following man
ner: one by each of the disputants, they to select the third. 

Agreed, Sixth, That the debate is to be held at Decatur, prior to the 15th 
of l\Iarch, at the discretion of the challenged party, he giving two weeks' 
notice. 

Agreed, Seventh, Thn.t each Disputant shall occnpy thirty minutes, alter
nately, in replication-affirmative opening and negative closing. 

Agreed, Eighth, That th is discussion shall continue three days, or may be 
closed sooner, by mutual consent of the Disputants. 

Agreed, Ninth, That Mr. SntMONS be chosen a Committee of Arrangements. 

The l\Iodcrator then introduced to the audience the Rev. :Mr. 
JoNEs, who said: 

I think that it is important, before proceeding to this debate, to 
attend to some preliminary matters that are to govern us in the con~ 
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duct of the discussion. It will be necessary to determine the time 
at which the debate shall open and close, and to attend to some other 
matters which had better be settled now. 'Ye may anticipate several 
such points. It is especially necessary to fix. the time when the 
debate shall be closed. ~Iy opponent, l\ir. Whiting, may have some 
suggestions to make on this point; or some of the Committee may 
have such suggestions to offer. 

lYlr. VYHITING said he had suffered the gentleman who had been 
selected by Mr. Jones and himself, (Mr. Simmons) to have the entire 
control of this matter; but he was willing to leave it to the audience 
to say whether the debate should be conducted in the evening alone, 
in the day-time alone, or in the day and evening also. 

l\fr. JoNES stated that his understanding was that the debate was 
to continue three days, and not three nights merely, and he had made 
his arrangements in accordance with this understanding. He would 
want three entire nights to say what he himself had to offer, alone. 
He could not consent to be so hurried as he would be, were the 
debate compressed into three nights only. But as there was a mis
understanding on the subject, it had better be settled now. He 
wished that the gentlemen of the Committee would express their 
opm10ns. His belief had been that the de bate was to occupy three 
entire days, with a morning, noon, and night session, and he had had 
hand-bills printed so announcing it. The people had also so under
stood it, and had paid their money to listen to a debate of three entire 
days. 

l\ir. "\VHITING was willing to leave the decision to the audience or 
the Committee. If his memory did not fail him, however, his oppo
nent and he had both concluded, in conversation, that three sessions 
each day would require too much speaking, and he was of that 
opm10n now. 

l\Ir. JONES said he could talk as long as he had a sonl within him. 
He cared nothing about the fatigue of speaking, although he knew 
that the proposed amount of speaking would necessitate much fatigue. 
As public announcements have been so made, he thought it would be 
better to have day· sessions. 

])Ir. 'VHITING.-" Are you willing to leave the decision of the 
subject to the audience ?" 

1\fr. JONEs.-" I do not know who to leave it to. ·I want to hear 
from the Committee. 'V e are the servants of the people in this 
matter, and want to do what is right. If that is. wrong, I want to 
know it.11 
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1\-IR. SDDIO~S said, that the question as to the time of holding the 
debate had been talked over by the disputants, and had been left 
undecided by them, and entirely in the hands of the Committee of 
Arrangements. The Committee, after mature deliberation, had ar
ri,ed at the conclusion, that three night sessions would accommodate 
the greatest number of people, and the hand-bills had been struck so 
announcing the fact. This had been done with the knowledge of l\Ir. 
Jones. 

l\IR. J ONES suggested that the debate be commenced to-night, and 
continue for several nights-possibly for every night this week, and 
certainly for more than three nights. He had told :Mr. Simmons that 
three nights would never do; and by his consent other l1and-bills had 
been printed. 

l\IR. TaRBELL suggested, that there be two sessions each day, at 
half-past ten o'clock A. l\1. and seven P. 111. l\Ir. Jones asked when 
the debate would be concluded under that arrangement. The reply 
was, on Thm·sday evening. l\fr. J ones insisted that this would not 
be a debate of three days' duration. H e thought it of the utmost 
importance to fix this matter definitely. He wanted 'a decision as to 
the time of closing the debate. He was bound to have a debate of 
three full days, if' p~ssible. The time is proposed to be curtailed, and 
three days are to be shortened into two. He had supposed, also, that 
the debate would commence at ten o'clock this morning, and that it 
would occupy three entire days. He hoped that the debate now was 
not about to be cut down to four hours in each day, and the three 
days curtailed into two. 

~IR. WHITING stated, that he had engaged the services of a Re
porter to take down this debate for publication. U ndcr the belief 
that the debate would occupy but the three days decided upon by the 
Committee of Arrangements, he h ad so informed the R eporter, who 
had made his arrangements accordingly. It would be impossible for 
the Reporter to remain longer than the time designated. 

~IR. J o~ES said, he knew nothing about any arrangements for a 
Reporter. He was glad that one was present, and had had some in
tention of engaging one himself. :But the people, or at least his 
friends, had paid their twenty-five cents each to listen to a debate of' 
three whole days, and they ought to have it. He repeated his re
marks about the importance of settling preliminaries now, and said he 
did not think it right to call nine hours three days. 'Ve could speak 
for but one hour to-night, and it was proposed to confine the debate 
to four h ours on Wednesday and Thursday. 
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1\fR. WHITING again expressed his willingness to leave the whole 
matter to the people. If any injustice was to be done to them, let 
them be the judges of it themselves. 

MR. "'\V ALLACE moved that the debate proceed for one hour to
night, each party speaking thirt.y minutes; and that three sessions be 
held on W cdnesday aJ..ld Thursday, of two hours each , at ten o'clock, 
three o'clock aud seven o'clock; and that the debate close on Thursday . 
evenmg. 

This motion was put to the audience, and carried by a large vote. 
1\fa. JONES said, there was another matter to be determined on. It 

was usual, in discussions of this kind, for each disputant to have the 
privilege of briefly replying, at the close of each speech of his oppo
nent, to any misrepresentations of his argument or positious made by 
the other party. 

l\1r. WHITING replied, that the rules of the debate prescribed that 
the affirmative disputant should open the debate, each session, and 
that the negative disputant should close it; but on 1\Ir. Jones a.gain 
pleading for the privilege of having five minutes at the end of each 
speech for correcting misstatements or misrepresentations, 1\lr. vVhiting 
agreed to it. 

l\1r. J ONES then opened the debate as follows : 

OPENING FOR THE AFFIRl\fATIVE. 

llfr. Ohai?"lnan, L adies and Gentlemen :-It may be necessary, at 
the commencement of this discussion, to explain its occasion. The 
itinerant Spiritual lecturers have been, again and again, in our vil
lage, and have, on all occasions and in my presence, grossly misrepre
seuted the actions and intentions of that form of faith to which I 
belong; not that denomination of Christians of which I am a mem
ber, simply, but the Church at large ~md the opponents of Spiritualism 
to whom I stand related. It has been said that we of the clergy shun 
investigation into the truth of Spiritualism. :My friend, my opponent 
here, has asserted this in our village here, time and again, in and out 
of my presence. This statement is an exceedjngly strange one, and 
my conscience enables me to declare that, so far as it relates to me, it 
is grossly false ; for if any ma.n ever thoroughly investigated the sub- _ 
ject of Spiritualism, that man is myself. I have used the utmost 
and the most unwearied exertions to obtain an insight iuto its so
called philosophy. I went, in New York City, t.o several of the lea~
ing Spiritualists there- among them the publisher of the Sp~·~ritual 
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Telegraplt- and was directed by him to visit certain eminent Spirit 
mediums. Several female mediums were named, and se\eral male 
mediums; among the latter, Dr. Redmond. I have read the Spiritual 
books which are considered by Spiritualists as best expressing and de
fending the Spiritual philosophy, and have done my best to obtain a 
knowledge of the facts and the so-called philcsophy of this peculiar 
ism. So the statement that the clergy shun the investigation of 
SpirHualism, is not true so far as it regards me. 

But it is also asserted by the Spiritual lecturers that we of the 
clergy do not allow the people to think and judge for themselves, in 
this and other matters. In private conversation I have repeatedly 
denied this. We give the greatest liberty to those oYer whom, we 
have control. We do our best to promote thinking and intelligence 
among them, by throwing out thoughts for their investigation and 
judgment. We do not attempt to bind any one over whom we have 
control. And I believe that the more the people do investigate the 
subject of the claims of spiritualism to belief, the more firmly will 
they become convinced of its entirely superstitious character- that 
it is a system of phenomena resulting from the sentimental part of 
our nature-a system coming down to us from the ages of the past
the dark ages- when men ·were Tude and unlearned, and when letters 
were scarce-when every one, as the poets and historians of those 
times have told us, saw a ghost or spirit in every church yard, in 
every field, and around eYery house. But as intelligence and the 
light of civilization advanced, these things were going away, like 
clouds dispersed by the sun at mid-day, until this Spiritualism came 
upon us. It is because we wish the people to think about these things 
and to investigate them, that we have thrown out the challenge for 
this discussion. 
" But it is often said of us that even should we investigate the sub
ject of spiritualism, and become convinced of the trut.h of its claims, 
we should not confess our conviction, and for what reason is best 
known to those who make the charge. This is a gra-ve slur ca t upon 
our profession, to say that the class of men to whom I belong is so 
immoral, for I will use that word, as to refuse to confess what they 
know to be true: For my own part) I deny this, and I assert again, 
that I have investigated the subject of Spiritualism· most thoroughly, 
and trust to be able to prove, before this debate be ended, that my 
researches have not been in vain. 

Another reason why this challenge has been thrown out, is that 
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Spiritualism, unlike every other imposture, has actu~lly challenged 
investigation of its claims. It has thus displayed an apparent candor 
and frankness which commands my admiration. All other impostures 
ha-ve shrunk from investigation. The imposture of 1\Iahommed, and 
of the other pretenders of Heathen history, would not sanction, much 
less challenge, investigation. But Spiritualism stands boldly forth, 
and loudly and vauntingly challenges investigation, and to those who 
know that ail the other impostures, of which history is full, shunned 
investigation and research, this fact appeals with great power. They 
suppose there must b~ something in this system which is intruded 
upon their attention with so much dogmatism and pertinacity. They 
think there must be something supernatural and supermundane in 
these manifestations, which claim so much for themselves, and which 
with this dogmatism and pertinacity, clamor for_ an investigation of 
their authority and genuineness. ·• 

\V e will show you that no such cause exists for these manifesta
tions; and that reasons may be assigned therefore, which are entirely 
of earthly and natural origin j that there is nothing supernatural or 
supermun dane about them. It does not become me to prove any
thing of this kind, under the terms of the question which we are to 
discuss, but I shall do so most gratuitously, and not only show that 
the so-called spiritual manifestations are not certainly of a spiritual 
origin, but that they really ha-re an earthly and a natural origin. 

The question upon which this debate is made, reads as follows: 

"Resolved, That the origin of modern Spiritual phenomena is entirely 
hypothetical, nnd that the ma]lifestations from that sow·ce nrc consequently 
not at all reliable. 11 

Now, the word '' hypothetical" denotes uncertainty; and it is my 
intention to show you that it is very uncertain that the manifesta
tions it produces are of spirit origin; and if I do this, I will have 
been successful in maintaining my affirmative position on the question 
I ha-re just read to you. 

I l10pe that my opponent, in his reply to the arguments and facts 
which I shall advance, will adhere closely to the question. The in
vestigation, you will remember, is confined strictly to modern Spirit
ualism : it bas nothing to do with ancient, heathen or scriptural 
Spiritualism, bnt simply with that which i:; in our midst; which
Judge Edmonds declares is manifested in every hamlet and every city 
in our nation. If it is so general, so wide-spread, so tmiyersal, as its 
friends claim it to be, it becomes us to seek out its origin and to ju.dge 
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it by itself. Let us not run off and seek its counection with any 
ancient manifestations of spiritual intercourse; but let us attend 
closely to that which is in our own midst, and the baselessness of the 
claims of which we are desirous of demonstrating. Therefore, I hope 
my opponent will keep close to the words and the terms of the text. 

We expect that in this debate we shall be misrepresented and our 
position misstated. We do no injustice to our opponent when we ex
press this expectation; for never does a Spiritualist stand up to speak 
of the Church of Christ without misrepresenting it or its claims. I 
shall look for this; and I desire to say distinctly now that if it does 
occur, I shall take no more notice of it than I would of the hypotheti
cal man in the moon. If my friend chooses to abuse that Holy Book 
on which my faith is founded, and on which all my hopes depend, I 
shall not attempt any answer to his attacks. By the rules of this de
bate, the Bible is excluded as evidence ; for the reason, that if the 
phenomena of modern Spiritualism, so-called, be .really of spiritual 
origin, that fact can be demonstrated without the aid of any book at 
all. We care not for the Bible, or for the work of any historian in 
such an investigation as this. If these manifestations occur, we are 
as ca.pable of attesting and investigating them as the ancients were, 
and we claim the right to do so. I trust that my friend will remem
ber that we are obliged by the rules of this debate, to attend to the 
investigation of the origin of modern Spiritual phenomena. 

It will be said, in the course of this debate, that we do not under
stand the philosophy of Spiritualism. When I hear this expression 
used, I feel like exclaiming, " Gracious Heaven ! save the mark ! " 
They who use this term do not understand the meaning of the word 
philosophy. They prostitute that beautiful word when they talk 
about the philosophy of Spiritualism. Pay attention to these hifalu
ting expressions-to these resounding words-and then pay attention 
to our answers thereto, and you will see that the origin of these so
called spiritual manifestations is very hidden, very recondite, very 
abtruse, reaching down even to the bottom of the bottomless pit. I 
hope my friend will not attempt to throw odium upon his opponent 
by accusing him of jgnorance of the subject he is discussing. E-rery 
Spiritualist with whom I have conversed on the subject has assured 
me, with an air of magnificent superiority, " Oh, you don't under
stand the philosophy of Spiritualism, or you would not talk so !" 
But I have been at great trouble to understand it; and I challenge 
anybody in this room to understand it better than he does, who now 
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addresses you. I have traveled many miles, and expended much 
money on purpose to understand it, and I think that I do. 

In this session, because of the lateness of the hour, I shall not en
ter into any of the evidences of the imposture of Spiritualism; these 
are reserved for to-morrow. But my opponent will be so kind as to 
keep closely to the question in his remarks. I shall try and do so. I 
believe that if we conduct this debate with gentlemanly courtesy, and 
with a sincere desire for the advancement of truth, it will be promo
tive of the moral good of the place in which we live. 

----------.--------

OPENING FOR THE NEGATIVE. 

1tir. WrriTING commenced his opening as follows: 
As was suggested by my opponent in his opening speech, we can do 

no more than commence the good work this evening. In regard to 

one point made by my friend, I wish to be clearly understood. This 
is in regard to the exclusion of the Bible from the debate as evidence. 
It was my owu wish that the Bible should be admitted as part of the 
evidence in this discussion. It is a book I have never treated with 
disrespect, but always with a proper degree of courtesy. But my 
opponeut himself wished the Bible excluded, and the rule was so 
made. 

"\Vith regard to the origin of spiritual manifestations, I expect to 
be able clearly to show that there is in these manifestations something 
beyond and above the normal powers of man, and that these mani
festations contain with iu themselves the proof of their own spiritual 
on gm. I shall not take the liberty of telling you, as my opponent 
has done, what you are to expect in the course of the discussion from 
him. He has alluded to the fact tl1at he anticipated misrepresenta
tions at my hands. I shall not say this of him. I will leave it to . 
the audience to decide what course he and I shall pursue. 

:My friend has said that in this investigation the testimony of others 
-human testimony--was of no. avail; and that he should demand 
evidence that could be brought home directly to him. This he has 
a perfect right to do, and to reject any and all evidence that is not 
satisfactory to himself: but he has no right-to judge what evidence 
will be satisfactory and convincing to you. You are each for himself, 
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individually, to receive that which appeals to your own good judg
ment; and if the testimony we shall o:ffer you shall be sufficient to 
show you that there is convincing proof that the origin of modern 
spiritual manifestations is a spiritual one, you should be governed by 
that proof. The evidences we shall introduce Dre the same as those 
which are so frequently offered by orthodox theologians in proof of 
the divine origin of the Bible, viz.: 

~irst, the sublimity of these spiritual manifestations. 
. Second, the fulfillment by them of many prophecies. 

Third, the miracles of healing diseases, of speaking in unknown 
tongues, and other gifts peculiar to modern spiritual manifestations, 
as well as to those of more ancient days. I shall claim that these 
evidences demonstrate their spiritual origin by their own internal 
truth. We shall then refer to various physical manifestations j among 
them the painting, by spiritual hands, of portraits of deceased per
sons, some of whom the painting medium never saw or heard of, and 
some of whom had been dead at the time of the painting of their por
trait, more years than the medium artist had lived. These manifest
ations claim to be spiritual. Here is a claim set up: "We say," they 
exclaim, " that we are spirits : every rap, every tip of the table, every 
manifestation of the kind is made through spiritual agency.11 These 
manifestations come, not only through the low and ignorant, the ob
scure and the humble, but also through the mediumsbip of the great 
and shining lights of the world at the present day j through the poets, 
the artists, the learned men, the savans of this country and of Europe 
- aye, and through ministers of the gospel, who, with all due respect 
and courtesy to my opponent, are certainly entitleato fully as much 
respect, cpnsideration and belief as he. Now, is it to be supposed 
that these men are all either false in their claims as regards these man
ifestations, or that they are self-deceived ? Are they not capable of 
reasoning, of understanding, of weighing the quality and quantity of 
evidence which has convinced them of the spiritual origin of these 
manifestations? "\Ve think they are. We shall introduce here the 
evidence of these learned, candid and profound men of Europe 
and America, and ask you to weigh and receive it as you would any 
other evidence of equal weight and respectability. I will also offer 
you the ·evidence of my own experience, both in this and adjoining 
States, which I have gathered through a period of several years, 
passed in th~ investigation of these phenomena. 

l\'Iy opponent will ask me why we do not produce these manifesta· 
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tions here. I answer, that these manifestations can take place only 
when certain conditions have been complied with, that are always 
previously demanded. It is not claimed that the spirits which cause 
these manifestations are perfect and can control these conditions; but 
it is claimed, that under these certain conditions there is sufficient evi
dence to convince any thinking mind that the authors of these mani
festations arc spirits~. If these manifestations were all the result of 
some mysterious throe of the mind of the medium, why do not the 
mediums own the tl·uth? Even our opponent will admit that some 
of these mediums are honest men and women; that they are not all 
intentional deceivers j that they are not all willingly lending them
selves to what they know to be an imposture. If he will n6t admit 
this much, the people will. Are these mediums then all self-deceived 
or deceivers? As we go on and quote manifestations which have 
occurred, and some of which I have Vlyself witnessed, I trust you 
will listen to me with calmness and attention. We have that confi
dence in the candor and good .sep.se_ of the people of Decatur, that 
leads us to believe that you will do this. 

vVhen we. consider the growth of modern spiritual_ism-when we 
look back for twelve years, and see the wonderful progress it has 
made-when we remember the millions of minds who have become 
convinced of its truth-when we see ,it stretching out its giant 
arms across the ocean, and embracing within its circle such men as 
Lord Brougham, Sir: E. L. Bulwer, Dr. Ashburner, and Sir David 
Brewster-when we see it obtaining a footing in the palace of the 
Tulleries, and behold the life of Napoleon, Emperor of the French, 
saved by spiritual manifestations, procured through the channel of 
mediums in Paris-when we hear that the learned Baron Goldenstub, 
of Germany, is a believer in its truth, and that the illustrious Russian 
family with which the celebrated medium H ome has allied himself, 
are living witnesses to its authenticity-when we sec all these great, 
and learned, and eminent men bowing down before this great gospel, 
are we to suppose that a system which could command such believers, 
is founded on a mere hypothesis? 

If these manifestations are worth anything, if they are to be 
credited at all, they are. worth ev~rything to mankind. If they can- 
not be explained upon any other hypothesis than that their origin is 
spiritual, it is an evidence of the truth of our position. 

·we have first the asse~tion of· the spirits themselves. This is the 
beginning of the chain of evidence, which, as we contend, will lead 
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any truthful and candid mind to the belief of the spiritual origin of 
these manifestations. There is no claim set up that the manifesta
tions are produced by magnetism, by odyllic force, or by satanic in
fluence. "\Ve are the spirits of the dead; of those who, like you, 
once lived and loved on earth; we are the spirits of your departed 
friends-of your wife, who still cherishes the love which blessed you 
while on earth, and who watches over you now with an unceasing care; 
o{ your husband, whose warm and true affection for you the cold 
h~nd of death has not chilled j of your father, your mother, your 
sister, your · child, who lived only long enough for you to see and 
learn how fair and beautiful it was." These are ever their assertions, 
and the truth of these assertions they are ever ready to demonstrate. 
Not that I mean to say that they can at all times control all tbe con
ditions that are necessary for these demonstrations. We cannot say 
to our spirit friends this evening, come up here upon this platform 
and show yoursel\"es to this audience. But we do claim that these 
spiritual manifestations, and they, too, of the most satisfactory and 
convincing nature, are occurring every day, and we shall ask you to 
give your attention and your judgment to the evidence we shall offer 
to show to you that this is true. We shall give names, and dates, and 
places, and accumulate evidence of this nature until unbelief, with an 
unprejudiced mind, shall be impossible. 

One of these evidences is the universal and continued belief which 
has always existed in the human heart, in all ages of the world, of the 
reappearance of the dead. Dr. Johnson, that great and learned man, 
the biographer of Shakspeare, said, in reference to this universal 
belief: 

"That the dead a.re seen no more I will not undertake to mainta.in a.gainst 
the concurrent and unvaried testimony of a.ll ages and of all nations. There 
is no people, rude or learned, a.mong whom apparitions of the dead are not 
related and believed. This opinion, which, perhaps, prevails as far as human 
nature is diffused, could become universal only by its truth ; those that never 
heard of one another, would not have agreed in a tale which nothing but 
experience could render creditable. That it is doubted by sin~le ~aville~s 
can very little weaken the general evidence; and some who. deny 1t wtth theJ.X 
tongues confess it by their fears."- Dr Johnson. 

Every nation has cherished such a belief, and its uni-versality can 
only be accounted for by the hypothesis of its truth. This applies 
to the manifestations of modern spiritualism, as well as it did to those 
manifestations of communion with the world of spirits, which ap
peared in the days of Dr. Johnson. I have no means of knowing 
what will be the course of my opponent. But whatever it may be, I 
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shall endeavor to refute the arguments l1e may advance, and to prove 
by my own arguments, that these manifestations of modern spiritu
alism contain within themselves the proof of their supermundane and 
spiritual origin. 

If it be true that the spirit of the mother who bore you, and who 
watched over you with that infinite tenderness and love, that a 
mother's heart can only know, stBl is near you, and can communicate 
with you; if it be true that your kind and noble father, who trained 
you in the path of rectitude and virtue, still cau watch over and 
guide you; if it be true that your beloved wife, in whom your very 
life seemed bound up, and whose death seemed to take away all that 
was lovely and delightful in life, still lives and loves you as she did 
of yore, and still can make that love manifest to you; if it be true 
that the spirit of that l!ttle child, which seemed so much like an 
angel while on earth, that the blow which took it from you, did not 
surprise so much as it grieved you, still hovers around you, and can 
assure you of its angelic presence-if all this be true, does it not 
come home to every human soul, and is it not important that you 
should be convinced of truths which bear with them so much com
fort, consolation and strength ? 

The question agreed upon covers the whole subject. If my oppo
nent proves that these spiritual manifestations are not of a spiritual 
origin, he gains his case. But, on the other hand, if he does not 
prove that, and we establish clearly that they are of spirit~al origin, 
you will realize the relevancy of our evidence. By all theologians, 
and by all orthodox bible students, great stress is laid upon the 
sublimity, the fulfillment of prophecy, and the miracles of healing, 
which they cl::um establish the divinity of Christ. 'V e shall take the 
same course, and shall claim that these same evidences form the 
spiritual origin of these modern manifestations. I have no intention 
to abuse the Bible or the Church. There shall be no such abuse, 
and the rules we have adopted forbid it, even if so inclined. Spiritu
alism invites research and investigation, and although my opponent 
has given it the credit of this fact, we say that while it challenges 
investjgation, it leads you to candor, and to the reception of truth; 
and we advance this to show that it is not an imposture. 1Vhere did 
you ever find an imposture willing and anxious to challenge investi-
gation? Such an instance cannot be found in the ]Iistory of the past 
ages, or in the records of the present. Dut Truth always challenges 
examination and research-falsehood always shrinks from it. Like 
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Gallileo, who invited even his persecutors and opponents to look 
through the telescope and to behold for themselves the evidence of 
the truths he adduced, we invite you to look through the telescope of 
religious truth, and behold the glorious stars which sparkle upon the 
firmament of modern spiritualism j and as your eyes are brightened 
by their radiance, so shall your spirits be enlightened to receive the 
truth. But as Pope Urban refused to investig:-tte tho truth of 
Gallileo's statements, and declared by his infallibility, that it was im
possible that tho earth should move, so are there some who are ready 
. to declare by their infallibility, that Spiritualism cannot be true. But 
the people, the nation at large, is ready for the reception of truth. 

JHy opponent has declared that he would show that the origin of 
these spiritual man~fesUt.tious reached clear down to the bottomless 
pit. We are glad that he has departed from the terms of the resolu
tion which we are to discuss, so far as to say this. \V e should like 
to have that fact proven. If he does prove that the origin of these 
manifestations reaches down to the bottomless pit, he will prove that 
they have a spiritual origin; for, according to all theologians, there is 
a world of dark, lost and miserable spirits, who inhabit that world of 
woe, which he designates as the bottomless pit j and if he can show 
that these dark spirits originate these spiritual manifestations of 
modern times, we can also show that the bright and happy spirits of 
the departed can likewise come from their celestial home to revisit 
the earth. If h e meant that the spirit manifestations i1ad their 
origin in the clark abode of damned souls, he has, himself; overthrown 
his position, whieh was a denial that these manifestations had any 
spiritual origin at aU. 

Here l\Ir. W lliTING' s time expired. 
l\1r. JoNES wished to ask 1\ir. \Vhiting whether, during this de

bate, he should address the audience in his own indi·dduality, or as 
simply the medium for another. 

1\ir. WmTING replied that he did not know that this was at all 
relevant to the discu'ision. He held himself responsible for whatever 
he might say. 

2 



SECOND SESSION. 

'VEDNESDAY 1\IORNING, l\IARCH 13. 

The MoDERATOR stated, that in accordance with the agreement 
previously· made, 1\Ir. Jones would open the debate again for the 
affirmative, in a speech of thirty minutes. 

:M:r. JoNES said-
llfr. Ohai?'?nan, Lacl-i-es and Gentle'men:-It affords me unqualified 

pleasure to be able to congratulate my spiritual friends upon their 
t•ecent conversion. We were assured by our opponent last night, that 
you believed in the Bible. Hitherto I had supposed you had enter
tained an entire disbelief of that holy book; but, if my f1·iend's state
ment be true, I offer you my sincere congratulation on your conversion 
to truth. 1\Iy friend, in alluding to the exclusion of the Bible as evi
dence in this debate, endeavored to make capital out of the fact that 
he wished the Bible admitted, and that I desired it to be excluded. 
· Vv e assigned, last night, the reason why it was agreed that the Bible 
should have nothing to do with this discussion. Judge Edmonds says 
that these modern spiritual manifestations exist in every city and in 
every hamlet in our country. If so, cannot their claims to a superna
tural origin be determined without any reference to the Bible? Sup
pose that some extraordinary circumstance, some remarkable phenomena 
should occur in Decatur, and that when you went to investigate that 
manifestation, you should be told that it must be true in all that it 
claimed to be, because it was proven by the Bible. 'Vould not you 
consider a man, who should thus address you, as a fit subject for a 
lunatic asylum? But in addition to this, we desired to exclude the 
Bible from this debate because the Spirituu1ists deny the truth and 
authenticity of that book. If we assert this, they will tell us it is 
not true; and I have often been surp1·ised at the wonderful amount 
of piety which these Spiritualists would exhibit upon such an occa
sion. The Bible not true! they would exclaim, iD: holy horror; why, 
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it is you who are the infidels and not we; it is you who have stricken 
hands with the Infidel Hu.me and assumed his positions, and it is we 
who are the real Christians! No people ha\e such an attachment to 
the Bible as we have ! Now, the truth is that the Spiritualists be
lieve the Bible just as much as they believe Shakspeare or a last 
year's almanac. Shakspeare and niilton, to them, were quite. as much 
inspired, if not even more so, as I saiah was; and although Jesus spoke 
some words of truth, they have made such advances in spiritual pro
gression, that his inspiration is quite eclipsed by their own. They 
believe just as much of the Bible as they believe to be true; and just 
as much of it as they believe not to be true they reject. How won
derfully profound and remarkably recondite that is! If you bring 
the Bible into a discussion: they will select those portions of it which 
seem to sustain their positions, and which, by the way, are always the 
mere suppositions of the people who wrote them, and they will swear 
that these parts of the Bible are infallibly true; but that the por
tions which condemn them are also and equally infallibly false! I n 
fact, they believe the Bible just as President Jackson believed the 
Constitution of the United States-that is, just as he understood it; 
and they understand that all parts of it which reflect upon them are 
entirely false. It would also be absurd to assert that the Bible would 
be legitimate evidence in this debate, for the reason that this is not 
a religious discussion. I should never belittle myself so much as to 
debate Spiritualism as a religious subject. There is a sort of religion 
built upon it, I know; but my opponent, I understand, builds his reli
gion entirely upon the revelations of nature. I hope these explana· 
tions will satisfy my spiritualistic friends. I should consider it too 
great a sacrifice of my dignity to treat Spiritualism as a religion. 

niy opponent spoke of the rapid progress of Spiritualism ; of the 
four millions of souls, who believe in it in this country alone; of the 
large number of illustrious literatt-i and savans of England and Europe 
who had embraced it; of its obtaining a footing in the Court of the 
Tuilleries ; of its stand in the high places of England; of its num
bering among its disciples a Brougham, a Bulwer and a Goldcnstub; 
and from all this he would infer its truth. Now then, tliCrc arc rea
sons in the constitution of the heal't of man, and in the thing itself, 
whicl1 will account for this wide-spread prevalence of the imposture. 
It appeals to the personal vanity and pride of mankind. It is a large 
thing to be possessed by the spirit of John :Milton, Lord Bacon, or 
some other eminent man; it is very flattering to the ~unity of a young 
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man to fancy that he is possessed by the spirit of some Italian poet, 
or by the shade of Sir Isaac Newton, or some other eminent man of 
former years; and hence many of these mediums make these preten· 
sious through this spirit of vanity. Again, Spiritualism appeals to 
the native belief in the supernatural, which has evor been found im
planted in the heart of man : that belief which exists as well in the 
untutored savage as in the polished citizen. This belief leads us, 
when any story purporting to be from tl1e other world reaches us, to 
listen to it: this natural instinct of the soul is taken hold of, and we 
strain our ear to catch the sound of the celestial music of the spirit 
land. But when we listen for thase spiritual manifestations and spir
itual songs, we listen in vain. Spiritualism also appeals to that beau. 
tiful sentimentalism wl1ich exists in every human soul. Very 
beautifully, indeed, was this sentimentalism appealed to by my friend 
in his opening remarks. I was pleased with the beautiful manner in 
which he alluded to the be1ief that tl1e spirit of the beloved wife, and 
husband, and sister, and parent revisited us on earth and communed 
again with those they had left behind them. Would to God that this 
belief were true ! But it is not so ! The pretension that these man· 
ifestations do occur, is a falsity; and we declare that this sentimental· 
ism of the human heart has been shamefully abused by Spiritualists, 
and that their claims are as false as the light that shines on glory's 
plume. 

But Spiritualism also appeals to man's dislike of revealed religion. 
"\Vherever you find a Spiritualist, you find a bitter opponent of ortho· 
dox. religion : one who looks upon it as the very incarnation of hell, 
and the foulest fiend that ever afflicted poor humanity. Who wil~ not 
join the Spiri tualist in this hatred of religion? Does not the claim 
of Spiritualism appeal to the depraved instincts of man- to infidels 
who hate the truth of God as proclaimed from the pulpits of his min
isters? The fact is, that modern infidels do accept Spiritualism as 
true ; and I shall prove that most of the leading Spiritualists have 
been leading infidels. 

I have to observe here one point that my opponent made. He said 
that if these manifestations cannot be explained on any other satis· 
factory hypothesis than the one of spiritual origin, then our resolution 
falls to the ground. Now, I want you to observe the fallacy of the
SpirH,aalists in this matter. They declare that certain extraordinary 
things have happened; and if we cannot explain how they occur and 
what is their origin, they insist that their theory is the only correct 
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one and must be accepted. Now, I remember that when I was a 
boy, the Wizard J acobs came to the school where I was then studying, 
and gave an exhibition of his jugglery. He exhibited things to us, 
which we could not understand; but our teacher warned us not to 
believe that these wonders were the work of magic, simply because 
we could not understand how they were produced. Now, when these 
Spiritualists come before you and exhibit their unaccountable mani
festations, just be so kind as to tell them of the wonderful things that 
Wizard Jacobs and Blitz and Anderson will do-things that they can
not explain any more than you can explain their so-called spiritual 
manifestations; and then ask them if the tricks of these "'izards are 
to be accepted as supernatural because you cannot tell how they do 
occur. \\' ould not this be preposterous? Is everything that is unac
countable to be accepted as supernatural ? I do not know whence 
coal comes; but I know that coal exists. I do not know its composi
tion-whether its elements are vegetable or mineral; but I do know 
that it exists. Now, I don't know where these spiritual manifesta
tions come from ; but on that account am I to be made to jump to the 
conclusion that they must come from spirits? Yet this is the logic 
of our friends. \Vizard Jacobs, come back again ! There is a man 
who can do things you cannot explain, and he will deceive you as 
thoroughly as any Spiritualist can do. 

Take the fact of gravitation : we know that such a law in nature 
exists; but we do not know its theory; we cannot get, at its cause; 
we cannot explain it ;-in one word, am I to jump at the conclusion, 
because I see that matter is governed by this principle, which I can
not understand or explain, that in every particle of matter resides a 
spirit ? Take the phenomena of vegetation- the most common and 
universal of all phenomena-none can explain it: there is a great 
mystery here j but if even a little child should say that because we 
cannot explain why the grass and the flowers grow, therefore we must 
admit that supernatural and spiritual causes are the origin of vegeta
tion, we should regard that child as a :fit subject for admission to the 
asylum for idiots. .A.ud our spiritualistic friends arc fit subjects for 
such an asylum, when they assert that, because we cannot explain the 
origin of their manifestations, we are bound to accept them as spirit
ual. This is, indeed, gullibility, insanity, folly beyond a]] l1uman 
expressiOn. 

Now a word as to human testimony. 1\Iy friend has observed that 
I stated that in this debate, human testimony should be of no avail. 
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I would be a consummate fool to say so. I trust that no such thing 
was said. Arc the Reporter's notes here? Do they represent me 
as saying this ? I do believe human testimony to be of the greatest 
value. All the facts of history, all the trut.hs of religion, all the 
facts of science, rest upon it. Human testimony enables me to know 
that my Bible is true, to know tbat the treasures of science and 
literature are true; and feeling this, as I do, I am sure no such ex
pression could have escaped me. J3ut although human testimony is 
of so much avail, and although it is so highly important, is there to 
be no limit to it? Shall we believe every one who comes with a 
marvelous story; every noodle a11d ninny who has seen this and that 
spooke, or this and that m1rvelous ghost? We should be bereft of 
our senses should we be so gulled. I wish to say, once for all, that 
human testimony is not sufficient to establish the truth of Spiritu
alism ; for the reason that every subject must be proven by its own 
appropriate evidence. Every Court of Justice requires that every 
case before it must be proven by the best evidence the case can afford. 
The testimony proposed to be offered by my opponent is not relevant 
or conclusive. It is not the best the case is capable of. If you say 
that these manifestations do occur, that these things are done, I 
reply, bring your mediums here and let us see them perform these 
things, and produce these manifestations. If you went into court to 
prove the existence of a certain writing, and you should refuse to 
produce it, although you had it in your pocket, but sl1ould bring up 
witnesses who would swear you did have it, would not the Court dis~ 
miss your case? You might say I won't produce this writing, but 
here is a man who will swear I have it, and here is a man who will 
swear so also. vVould not the Court order you to be locked up for 
contempt, for refusing to produce the best evidence, when, according 
to yonr own showing, it was in your power to do so? Why then can 
we not have these mediums here to produce in our presence these 
manifestations, of the origin of which we are to debate? Oh, the 
conditions! The conditions are not right! The conditions are first 
that you should be extremely gul1ible. I see, by the expression of 
the countenances of this audience, that there are some gullible people 
here. Call your mediums upon the stand now, surround them with _ 
these gullible people-first let me place some paste-board or some 
putty beneath the hands of the mediums, and then, if they produce 
the 1·aps, I will give up the case. 1\Iy opponent says that they can 
paint the portrait of a deceased person) whom the medium artist has 
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never seen. I reply, that I will plac~ a name in a scaled envelope, 
and if they will tell me the name correctly, I will giV"e up to them 
my whole library, which I value at five hundred dollars. One of the 
conditions is, that the room must be darkened-it must all be done in 
the dark-then som~ one who thoroughly believes must be present. 
There must be no antagonistic influences present. I f there is, then 
the table cannot be moved an inch, because there are negatiV"es 
present. "\Vhen my friend gets up to reply to me I call on him to 
reply to this point. I know that here in Decatur we are said to have 

·many mediums- some pantalooned and some pantaletted-ancl I call 
on my friend to· bring them along, and let us see what they can do. 
We will not believe without evide~ce, and I claim that the evidence 
in this case, to be convincing, must be the best that the nature of 
the case will allow. 

Here ~Ir. JoNES' time expired. 

l\IR. WHITlL'iG'S SECOND REPLICATIO~. 

:Mr. WHITING said : 
In commencing my second replication, I shall answer the last por

tion· of my opponent's argument first: namely, his assertions iu regard 
to the availability of human testimony ill this debate, and the fact 
that Spiritualists claim that because these manifestations cannot be 
satisfactorily explained on any other hypothesis than that of a spir
itual origin, therefore, their origin must be spiritual. This is a part, 
but only a part of the chain of reasoning, which, in my judgment, 
proves the truth of my position. I adduced the argument that 
there was ample proof of the truth of my position, if human testi
mony was of any avail. I did not intend to mi represent the argu
ment of my friend, but I understood him to make his remarks as to 
the availability of human testimony, as it related to Spiritualism, and 
to deny its appropriateness in this discussion. "\Ve contend that it is 
of a\"ail, and that it is appropriate here. l\Iy opponent admits that 
his Bible is proved true by human testimony. If this be so, and if 
this kind of evidence is sufficient to convince him of the authenticity 
of the Bible, is it not also sufficient to prove that persons have talked 
with the departed spirits of men and women who once lived upon 
this earth, and who now return to warn, counsel or coudole those 
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they left behind them? Human testimony we shall adduce in order 
to prove that these modern spiritual manifestations are produced by 
the spirits of departed human beings. We do not claim that these 
spirits are infallible in their utterances, or even that all their revelations 
are true, any more than all the revelations from this world are true. 
We say that these manifestations are produced by the spirits of 
human beings who have laid aside the form they wore on earth, but 
who are the same beings they were on earth, with the exception of 
the advances they have made in spiritual progression. Now, the 
multiform and varied testimony we shall introduce to prove this, does 
not all come from gullible indivjduals- persons who are evm· ready 
to believe every superstitious theory that may be placed before them. 
On the contrary, our evidence will co~e from all classes and condi· 
tions of men, from the rich, the learned, the powerful and the exalted, 
us well as from the poor and humble. 

Now, as to the first remark of my opponent as to the Bible. He 
asserts that Spiritualists, as a class, do not believe the Bible; but 
that they ridicule and abuse it. Although there may be a difference 
of opinion between my opponent and myself, as to what the Bible 
teaches, I have no doubt, could it be produced here, that I could 
derive quite as much proof in favor of Spiritualism from its pages, 
as my opponent could against it. There are many sects of Christians 
who found their belief upon the Bible, but they all believe the Bible 
just as they understand it. Does the Catholic understand the Bible 
in tl1e same way as the Protestant does; docs the Episcopalian under
it as the Puritan does; does the Presbyterian understand it as the 
Baptist does? No. The Orthodox Cmmnentator on the Bible is 
Doctor Adam Clarke, and the Spiritualist has as good a right to 
accept any other commentator, as the Presbyterian or :Methodist has 
to accept him. 

1\ly opponent adduces, as one reason for th e remarkable spread of 
Spiritualism, that it appeals to the vanity of the mediums. He S<'tys, 
that it is a nice feeling to be possessed by the spirit of John 1\lilton, 
or of some great Italian poet. Now, the simple and obvious answer 
to all this, is, that any medium could gain far more credit and renown 
and pecuniary advantage by denouncing Spiritualism as an imposture,_ 
by claiming that the utterances which he or she gave forth were his 
own and not anothers, and by claiming for himself the credit of that 
which, as a medium, l1e would ascribe to some higher and ruore intel
ligent influence. If vanity was to be gratified; if lust of gain was 
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the nlling motive, this would be the colll'se to pursue. The celebra
ted medium, Cora V. L. Hatch, has lately published to the world 
certain essays, said to be the production of the spirits of Henry Clay 
and Andrew Jackson. These communications, in cleverness of analy
sis, in profound statesmanship and comprehensiveness of view, com
pare favorably with any of the utterances made by these great men 
while yet upon the earth. Now, if l\Iiss Cora Hatch, in her own 1 

strength and without the influence of some power higher than herself, 
can p1·oducc such essays as these, would it not be far more to her 
advantage, in every light, to claim this power which she possesses?. 
Would she not, thereby, gain brighter laurels than those she has yet 
gathered, and receive an adulation far more flattering to her \anity 
thau any she has yet had? l\lost certainly. So with the speaker. 
who addresses you, and who for six years has pursued his investiga-
tions into the truth of Spiritualism. He has received many offers of 
salaries, ranging from two thousa:nd to six thousand dollars per annum, 
if he would affiliate himself with the orthodox churches and preach 
orthodox religion. Some Episcopalian clergymen in the City of Bal-
timore offered to secure to your speaker a salary of five thousand dol-
lars per year, if he would take the orders of that church and become 
one of their number. That, certainly, is some inducement to a young 
man, who, if we are to believe my opponent, is wholly actuated, in 
common with other spiritual mediums, by a love of vanity and a 
desire for gain. That is, certainly, something to tickle the vanity of 
a young mau; but it is not enough to buy from me my love of justice 
and truth. There is nothing in this assertion of my opponent, that 
the spread of Spiritualism can be accounted for on the ground of the 
vanity or avarice of its mediums, that will bear the test of investigation. 

But my opponent next alludes to the sentimentality of Spiritualism; 
and here I contend that he admits a potent argument in our favor. 
He admits, that in every human heart there is something that 
resp0ncls to the claims of Spiritualism. Every one desires to know 
the proofs that he is to be immortal, and longs to ~atch a glimpse of 
the eternal world to which he is hastening. Our opponent once admit
ted to us, in private conversation, the ministration of angels. l)hilo 
J udeas admitted this, and asserted that tbe whole air is full of angels. 
He was a man of learning, of skill and strength of mind; and he 
declared that these angels were the souls of departed human beings. 
He also asserted, that the heroes of the Grecians were synonymous 
with the Ilcbrew angels. 1\r e cannot see how our opponent can get 
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around the idea of the ministration of disembodied spirits. If a man 
desires wealth, and will prostitute every other faculty of his mind to 
its attainment, he will certainly acquire what he seeks. If he desires 
notoriety or fame ancl bends his energies in that direction, he will 
reap the reward of his labors. The great acme of the soul's desire 
has within itself the )!OWer of its own gratification. Every person 
who desires to live, desires to know how to be happy; and man does 
become more and more happy as he advances in true progression . 
. He can acquire a knowledge as well of the spiritual as of the natural 
world. The sentimental portion of our nature reaches out its hands, 
and stretches from earth to heav ~n. 

Again, my opponent says that the popularity of Spiritualism may 
be explained by the fact, that it appeals to the depraved and infernal 
instincts of our nature. \Ve take issue with him here. 'V e contend 
that the heart of man is not naturally depraved, but tl1at his aspira
t ions, normally, tend toward the beautiful and the true. As we develope 
our spiritual natures, we learn, more and more conclusively, that to be 
good is to be happy. I s this an evidence of the depravity of the 
human heart? I s it not an evidence of the very opposite? There is 
not implanted in the human heart that hatred of revealed religion of 
which my opponent speaks. We know that many infidels have tried 
hard to become convinced of the truth of orthodox religion, and that 
they only rejected it when, by long and patient investigation, they 
were forced to do so. These men have searched through the \arious 
systems of theology and the long line of church history, nnd they have 
'failed to find any convincing proof of the immortality of the human 
soul there. But they have looked at the evidences of Spiritualism, 
and they have been convinced. What does this prove? That they 
have lost their power of discernment and analysis? No; but it proves 
that they find in the truths of Spiritualism something which demons
trates the immortality of the soul, and convinces their reason and 
understanding. 

I n regard to the. demand our opponent has made for the production 
of these spiritual manifestations here, we expected he would make 
such a demand. We have often said we did not profess to be a 
medium for physical manifestations. There are many such in the
country, however j but they all require that certain conditions be com
plied with before these manifestations can take place. l\Iy friend laughs 
at this idea of conditions j but if we could quote scripture in this 
debate-which, by the rules, we are forbidden to dO-we could show 
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him that the spiritual mediums of which the Bible speaks, ahYays 
required certain conditions before they could produce their ma.nifesta
tious. We have proof enough of the existence of these modern spir
itual manifestations, and of their spiritual origin, to send a man to the 
penitentiary for life. This proof comes from learned and impartial 
Judges; from Honorable Senators; from Representati-ves j from the 
highest walks of life down to the· humble peasant: and even to the 
negro upon the~ southern plantation. There is e-vidence enough to 
convince any one. If these same witnesses were brought into any 
cqurt of justice to testify in any case, their evidence would be recei-ved. 
Why, then, shall it not be received here? 

1\Ir. WHITING's time here expired. 

1\IR. JONES' THIRD ARGU3IE~T. 

l\Ir. JONES said-
I am much surprised that my opponept should devote so little of 

his time to what I consider the prime point in this debate. I stated 
to him that no court would receive as reliable such witnesses as he pro
poses to bring forward. They are witnesses in their own case ; and 
more than this, the subject which they are called upon to pro-ve, is 
capable of being demonstrated in another and perfectly conclusive 
manner. Now, I have here a law book of acknowledged authority, and 
I can read from it, if necessary, to support the position that I now take. 
Hearsay evidence-that is, evidence which is based upon what he 
says, or she says- will not be receh·ed in any court when positive tes
timony of the same point can by any possibility be adduced. I cl::Um 
that ruy friend coming here with his ipse dixit to pro-ve t.hc spiritual 
origin of these manifestations, will not do. These Spiritualists talk 
about believing through evidence j and yet they want us to belieye 
and will not produce any evidence, except their own. declarations, that 
such evidence does exist. I see several ladies and gentlemen around 
me, who do claim to be able to produce these manifestations. Now, 
I say to you, come right up here upon this platform and produce your 
manifestations iu the presence of this audience, and I will pay you 
twenty-five dollars. 1\Iy friend says that he does not profess to be 
able to produce physical manifestations or to control them; but he 
stands up here and speaks, not in his own individuality, but through 
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the influence of some one whom he kindly endorses. His own soul 
has gone out of his body, and some other soul has come into it and 
moves it. I was surprised when he said, we spirits claim to be spirits, 
and we prove it by saying that we are spirits. This is a singular style 
of argument--asserting a thing, and then proving it by asserting it 
again. This is begging the question. Give us the evidence, we de
mand; give us the evidence even that our opponent is under the 
control of another spirit rather than his own. True, he speaks with 
a great deal of ability and fluency, and the profession is, that he 
is en~irely illiterate and unlearned, in his normal state, and that tl1e 
spirit of some great and wise man is believed to control him as he 
speaks. He asserts that he is controlled by certain departed spirits, 
who, through his organism, do the argumentation on his side of this 
debate. He is here in person, and, if he chooses, can certainly pro
duce the proof of this assertion. Human testimony! Oh, yes! 
l\Irs. So and So will swear to it, and l\Irs. This will swear that l\Irs. 
That told her so. These women-fo1· it is remarkable that the most 
ardent Spiritualists are of the softer sex-will swear to anything, so 
that they can make so much per head out of the credulous ones who 
believe in them. I make no assertion to be under such supernal influ
ences as those which my opponent declares control him. I _may not 
be so grandiloquent or so eloquent as he; but at least I am in a nor
mal condition, and he is in a very abnormal one. 

Now, a word about the Bible. My friend declared that we asserted 
that the authenticity of our Bible rested upon humfln testimony. We 
do say so j and we assert, that that is the best testimony of which the 
natuTc of the case will admit. l\Iy Bible is not called in as testimony 
here. If it was, I could prove its authenticity and the divinity of its 
origin by the best evidence the case will admit of. But Spiritualism 
is in court, and I desire that it also be proved by the best and most 
sufficient evidence, or else, failing in this, that it be rejected. 

'\Ve claim that the whole system of Spiritualism is a base, wicked, 
cruel and tremendous imposture; and that this is pro,Ted by some 
internal evidences existing in the thing itself. In proving this, I shall 
indulge in the same style o~ argument to which my opponent would 
resort, were he endeavoring to argue against the divinity of the Bible. 
I feel sorry that Prof. :l\Iahan, in his work against Spiritualism, should 
treat this system as he would a scientific matter: that is no less thau 
a.ll~wing a man to cheat you, and then explaining the cheat as a sci
ence; and yet many learned and able men have fallen into this error. 



MODERN SPIRITUA.SISM. 29 

A more vile imposture, a greater humbug than this so-called Spirit
ualism never existed j and explaining it away on scientific principles 
is a. sacrifice of dignity to which I will ne\el· consent. With the sup
porters of Spiritualism, it is all right, so long as they get the dollars ; 
the leaders are knaves, and the followers are not far from the other 
thing. 

One evidence of the imposture of Spiritualism is in the exceed
ingly trifling character of the phenomena itself. For instance, tables 
are tipped !-dignified and intelligent that is ; is it not ?-pianos are 
lifted ! I should like to see them at it !-as the Irishman said, here 
is 'the man that would like to see you do it! Stoves are lif ted up! 
I was lately reading, in the Sp 'iritual Telegrap h, of a ghost lifting up 
a stove and placing it on the table. Oh, what an egregious lie ! I 
will put this water jug down upon the floor, ancl you shall call upon 
your spirits to place it again upon the table. If you do it, and I can't 
explain how you did it, upon perfectly satisfactory and natural prin
ciples, I will give up the debate. The spirit that put the stove 
upon the table might have been the spirit of Lord Bacon, as they 
allege ; but if it was, it was Bacon smoked ! Ah ! my Spiritualistic 
friends will now say, he is ridiculing! Bless your soul ! you can't 
speak of this thing without laughing right out; I defy a mau to keep 
a straight face while he r'eads of these ridiculous things, even when 
told by their believers and advocates. 

Now, in regard to another claim of these Spiritualists. They say 
they can give us likenesses of deceased persons, painted by spirit 
hands; but these likenesses are to be taken in the dark ! That is one 
of the conditions ! If you don't believe it, you can write to the per
sons whose names they will give you, and their replies will satisfy you. 
This is the human testimony they talk so much of! Now, I hold in 
my hand a pamphlet, which is devoted to the puffing of J ayne's patent 
medicines. It is fu11 of certificates of the remarkable cures which 
have been produced by those medicines ; and if you don't believe 
them, says the pamphlet, you can write to the persons whose names 
are attached to the certificates, and satisfy yourself t 

Now, I wish to read you an extract from one of Judge Edmonds' 
books, descriptive of what he actually experienced during a. visitation 
from the spirits; and as I read it, I wish my opponent to attend 
strictly 'to the sublimity of this passage: 

"Then it was ibat the chair ran back and forth on the floor. The bell was 
rung over our heads, and one of the party was forcibly torn, by an invincible 
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powex·, from my grasp, in spite alike of his strength and mine. As I stood in 
a corner where no one could reach my pocket, I felt n hand thrust into it, and 
found that six knots had been tied in my handkerchief. A bass viol was put 
into my hand and rested on my foot, and then was played upon; anothex· violin 
wn.s hung aroU'IIdJn-y neck by one of its strings, and I was struck frequently 
with a fiddle-bow. My person was repeatedly touched and a chair pulled out 
from under me. "-Judge Edmonds' Spiritualism. 

But, then, the intelligence of these manifestations! Oh, yes, we 
will attend to that. You will pull long faces and say that we are ridi
culing; but we can't pursue this investigation without exposing 
absurdities and follies that would be laughable if they were. not so 
mournful. The author of a spiritual book, called "Love and "\Visdom," 
at page 130, claims that the sririt of Franklin-that great and good 
man-dictated the following intelligent and ._sublime lines, wr~ting 
them beneath a portrait of himself drawn by spirit influence: 

"The likeness of this port.rait is to represent 
The likeness of man when he dwelt here below; 
But the likeness of the spirit you would like to know
And this would be no more than I would like to show
l3ut the mind is not prepared the likeness for to see 
The spirits from the angels' home as bright. as we." 

Now, l\Iilton, depart !-shade of :Milton, move off! Here comes 
the spirit of Franklin, and, by this sublime effusion, throws you 
entirely in the shade ! 

If you don't like this, try another, which is from the same book, 
"Love and Wisdom," page 160, and which is a communication from 
the spirit of George Washington, written by himself; there is no 
mistake about that. These lines, like the ones written by Franklin, 
were written under a portrait of Washington. They are in a splendid 
metre. I should like some one skilled in versification to tell us what 
metre these Jines are written in. Is it hexametrc? Here it is: 

"When the likeness of this portrait you see, 
Remember that it is to represent the likeness of me; 
But the spirit in its brightness you cannot see, 
For it's now far above the brightness of thee." 

Oh, sublime production of the immortal Washington, who led the 
American armies to battle and freed this land from British oppression, 
and whom we worship as the Father of our country! 

So much for the poetry of Spiritualism. \Ve shall allude to poetry 
again, however, when we come to speak of the poetry of our friend,
our able opponent in this debate. Now fur prose. "The Penetralia," 
a work written by the sublime seer of Poughkeepsie, Andrew Jackson 
Davis, the great and shining light in the gallaxy of American Spirit-

... 
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ualists, thus answers an important and weighty question. At page 
209;he thus answers the question-

" Does Spiritualism have this effect on humanity? 
"Yes; it proves that man is an organized, substantial spirit. 
''It proves that his organized spirit is immortal." 

Now, the man who wrote that w~s a consummate fool! He was 
perfectly demented! I defy any one to say what an organized spir
itual substance is. Who ever heard of an organized spirit? He who 
believes this twaddle is nothing better than a ninny. 

But you must not question the word of the spirits; it would be 
v~ry unjust to question it. Now I am going to read you an article 
from a spiritual paper, called The ~fountm'1~ Cove Jcrurnal, in an article 
upon " Spirit Cosmogony," as follows : 

"God the life in God the Lord in God the Holy procedure organi.zeq the first 
orb creation jn form of appearing as one globular ovarium, which was the 
germ of the terrestia.l universe of universes ; and within the globular was the 
embryo of t.he external of the universal, impersonal creation, as one curvi
linear ovarium; and within the curvilinear the germ of the external of the 
universal, personal or intellectual creation in one form of vertical ovarium. 

"In the beginning of the orb formation preparatory for man formations, 
vehicles of the quickening spirit into intellectual formations, the universal 
concavity, and the universal convexity were co-enfolded and encompassed in 
the universal zodiac, and within the eonca.vity was tho visible disclosure unto 
the germ of the tel'l'estial. "-]fountain Cove Journal. 

Now, will some one put that into good English? Is not that a 
beautiful emanation from the spirit w01·ld? What are cc vehicles of 
the quickening spirit?" It would requi1·e spiritual paper and spiritual 
pen and ink to tell ! • 

Here 1.\Ir. JONES' time expired. 

MR. WHITING'S THIRD REPLICATION. 

:Mr. WHITING said-
In· noticing the various portions of my opponent's argument, I shall 

again first notice his positions in regard to human testimony. He 
insists again, that in producing human testimony here to prove the 
supernatural origin of the modern spiritual manifestations, we do not 
produce the best evidence of which the case is capable. I affirm 
that we do produce the best evidence, for this reason: that physical 
spiritual manifestations seldom occur in public assemblies like these. 
Sometimes they do. If we could present here one medium that we 
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know of, we could produce the raps here in the most satisfactory man
ner. I allude to the well-known test medium, :Miss Ada Hoyt, of 
Chicago; but certain conditions are always necessary for the produc
tion of these physical manifestations. There must be, in the ' first 
place, a certain degree of receptivity, not of gullibility, on the part 
of those present; then there is xequired a certain degree of order 
and quiet. That these physical manifestations have occurred in tl1e 
most satisfactory manner, there is the most conclusive and abundant 
testimony. There are persons in this audience who can testify to the 
conclusive nature of these manifestations, given both in Chicago and 
Dowagiac by ~Iiss Hoyt. :Mayor 'Ventworth-a man of integrity 

" and learning, whose name is known all over the country, and whose 
intelligence and uprightness is unquestioned-presided at one of her 
lectures at Chicago. Many of the most respectable citizens of Chi
cago were present, and the manifestations were of the most astonish
ing character. 1\lr. Wentworth wrote an account of them, and 
published it in the Chicago IJernoc'rat. We think that if our oppo
nent continues his investigations into the truth of Spiritualism with 
the same industry with which he has commenced them, he will reverse 
his decision concerning its truth. :Many persons who have started 
out with the belief that Spiritualism was an imposture, have, by inves
tigation, become convinced of its truth. Dr. Dodds is an illustration 
of this. He wrote a book in opposition to the doctrine of Spiritual
ism and afterwards became convinced of its tl'uth. So of Dr. Hare: 
he became convinced of the falsehood of Spiritualism, and wrote 
against it; but, pursuing his investigations, he discovered his error, 
and his declining years were soothed by the consolation which ever 
attends. the true believer in the doctrines of immortality as taught by 
tl1e Spiritual philosophy. He was a man known and respected all 
over the world, wherever learning and profound ability were known, 
and his opinions on science and art are quoted to-day by all the world 
of letters. 'Vith all due respect to my opponent, Dr. Hare was cer
tainly as capable of forming a correct opinion upon this subject as he. 

Now, a word in regard to these physical demonstrations which my 
friend is so anxious should be produced here. I have myself seen 
many of these demonstrations. I have seen a stove lifted from the 
floor without hands. Near Williamantic, Connecticut, I saw a little 
girl, twelve years old, place her hand upon the top of a stove, which 
was then lifted up by the force of the spirits and placed upon the 
table. The little girl could never have accomplished this feat herself, 
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and no one else (in the body) touched the stove. Two respectable 
lawyers, who were present at this scene, can testify as to the truth of 
it. The question is not, whether these manifestations are sublime or 
not; but do they show the presence of au external power, superior 
and separate from that of the medium through whose organism the 
manifestations take place? On the occasion i'eferred to, the spirit 
was requested to move the stove three times; which it did, showing 
that it had intelligence. If this power was not a spirit, what was it? 
It said it was a spirit. These manifestations continued to be made for 
weeks at the residence of this little girl, and they were seen by hun
dreds. No mo11ey :was taken from the spectators-it being refused 
by the father of the child, who is a wealthy and respectable farmer. 
But why don't you bring these manifestations here? again demands 
my opponent. We reply, that we do not claim that we have the power 
to do that; but we bring here the most conclusive evidence that such 
manifestations have occurred. Is not that sufficient? 

I deny that I have said anything which justifies my opponent in 
the assertion that I have declared myself to be under spirit control. 
Whether I am or not, however, I am responsible for all I say. That 
is not the question at issue, and I am not to be diverted from the 
consideration of that point by any personal attacks. The only ques
tion is, is there sufficient evidence to prove that these manifestations 
are of spiritual origin ? It does not make any difference whether 
these manifestations are foolish Ol' not. Dr. Slade, of Albion, while 
seated in his chair, has been raised, chair and all, from the floor to 
the partition; Judge Lawrence, of Ann Arbor, J ames C. Wood, of 
Jackson, Captain 1Vard, of Detroit, C. H. Waterman, lion. J . 1\I. 
Howard, and many others, who were present, witnessed these mani
festations, or similar ones, and saw a man weighing two hundred and 
fifty pounds, lifted thus from the floor. These facts can be proved 
by the evidence of these gentlemen. We shall take pains at some 
future day to bring Dr. Slade here, and give you an opportunity of 
witnessing these manifestations yourselves. 

Then there are the demonstrations made through the agency of the 
celebrated Davenport Boys, who are now in Chicago ; and although 
these manifestations are not so convincing as some others we have 
named, still they are, to a certain extent, conclusive. The only cir
cumstance which detracts from the convincing character of these 
manifestations is, that they are done in the dark. But tl1e manifesta
tions which are produced through l\Iiss Hoyt and Dr. Slade-which 

3 



34 MODERN SPIRITUALISM. 

are done in broad day lighhwe say, are convincing to the most 
incredulous. Such mediums as these two are, we know, few and far 
between. There are very few who can command such manifestations 
as these; but because they are few, are we to be blamed for believing 
them, when we l1ave such irresistible proof of their truth? 

Then we have the manifestations produced by W. P. Anderson, of 
LaSalle, Illinois, a respectable and worthy man. Through him the 
spirits have drawn many portraits of persons now in the spirit land, 
of surprising accuracy and great beauty. These portraits have been 
generally drawn by him when alone, or in the presence of a few friends. 
They often are the portraits of those whom Mr. Anderson has never 
seen ; sometimes of those who died long before he was born, and of 
whom no portrait previously existed. John II. ~fcFarland, the Post
master of LaSalle, testifies that 1\fr. Anderson, in this manner, pro
duced correct likenesses of his father and his father-in-law-both of 
whom were dead, and neither o( whom 1\fr. Anderson had seen. ~Iy 
opponent will say this is no evidence at all, and will demand that we 
produce this artist here and have him make these portraits in our 
sight. "~'love tl1is table," he cries, "and I will believe." If we 
were allowed to quote scripture in this discussion, I would be able to 
show several parallel cases of persons who were in the same frame of 
mind as our friend. Produce your spirits, he demands; let them 
move tl1is table one jot, and I will give up the debate; or. else explain 
how they did it. Seal up a question in an envelope, says he, and sub
mit it to your spirits; and if they give correct answer, I will give up 
the discussion. Now, there are mediums who do answer sealed letters, 
and return them, unopened, with correct replies. The late lamented 
Rogers was another of the mediums through whom the spirits painted 
portraits of deceased person~. At tl1e r~'sidence of the Hon. Charles 
Cathcart, a~ La Porte, Indian~, is to be seen a portrait, painted by l\1r. 
Rogers, of the father of Mr. Cathcart, who died many years ago, in 
a distant country, in the service of this Government. The portrait 
represents the old gentleman as he appeared in life, with his regi~ 
mental decorations. The portrait was hung in the parlor of the 
brother-in-law . (l\Ir. Newkirk) of ~Ir. Cathcart, and people were 
allowed to see it, without being informed who it represented. Old 
men, who had known the original of the portrait while alive, were 
startled at the perfect resemblance; and one minister of the gospel, 
who saw it, and was then informed of how it had been painted, ex
claimed, "Wonderful ! It cannot be true !" The portrait still hangs 
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there, in the parlor of :Mr. Newkirk, and can be seen. 1\Ir. Cathcart 
has represented his district in Congress j has held many responsible 
offices, and is certainly a credible and reputable man. 

Who this 1\Ir. Harshman-the author of the book, entitled "Lo\e 
and Wisdom," from which my opponent has quoted-is, I reallyt do 
not know. I never before heard of him. The communications my 
friend has quoted, he says, purport to come from the spirit world. 
But, have I told you that you should believe all that comes from that 
world ? I no more believe that the spirit of Washington or Franklin 
had anything to do with the twaddle which was read to you, than he 
does. But does that prove that the spirit of Franklin o1· of Wash
ington has never come back to earth ? And as to the extracts he has 
read from the Jfountain Cove Jour-nal: does he not know that one of 
the editors of that sheet, John Scott, has gone back to orthodoxy, 
and that the other) the Rev. T. L. Harris, has deserted Spiritualism, 
and is now in a sort of half-way state between Swedenborgianism and 
Spiritualism? \\'by does my friend not read to you some of the sub
lime lines written by this man in his " Lyrics of the Golden Age"
poetry worthy of the spirit of Shelly himself? \Ye do not know 
whether Ilarris or Scott wrote the metaphysical stuff which my friend 
has read to you; but we do know that it does not represent the Epir
itual idea of the deYelopment of the world. Spiritualists believe in 
the geological theory of the earth's development. 

As to these extracts from Andrew Jackson Davis' "Penctralia/' 
we see nothing ridiculous in them. The atmosphe1·e cannot be seen 
or realized- but it exists, and is :1+1aterial. It is filled with minute 
globules, as water is filled with minute animalculre, which are in\isi
ble to the unassisted eye, but clearly seen by the aid of the micro
scope. Because a spirit is an organized substance, does it follow that 
it must be visible to our outward senses? All the prophets and seers 
of the Scriptures believed in the existence of angels; and when 
these angels appeared to these holy men, they a]"~ays appeared in 
the human fonn. The Spiritualists belie\e that ~\ery spirit has a 
spiritual body. There is nothing absmd in this. Can you concei\e 
of existence apart from organization? Can you concciYe of an im
mortal spirit with'out form? :Mentality has form, intelligence, power 
and beauty; and when laid aside in death, all the external form is 
there perfect in all its parts. The limbs, the body, the lungs, the 
brain, the heart, all are there, but the real man is fled. I£ the real 
man dies, then is the soul decomposed; but if it lives it must ha\e 
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a.n organism and a form. Spiritualism teaches us the substantiability 
of the soul-that it is not an airy nothing, but a. form. Arc spiritual 
perceptions airy emenations from the soul ? 1\Iy opponent will admit 
that there are such perceptions-either given us by the ministration 
of .angels or from some still higher power. As regards the ridicule 
and laugh which my friend has sought to raise against us, we have 
nothing to say- only to express the hope that you will not let your 
minds be moved by such things. Spiritualism is a religion, and uses 
its manifestations under all appropriate circumstances and conditions. 
The spirits of the departed have not come back to earth, says my 
O!Jponent, to talk in this strain of nonsense and absurdity. If the 
tipping of a table will convince a man of his immortality, is it not 
sublime ? If these little raps will open the very gates of Heaven to 
our gaze, are they not sublime? If the tapping ·of a little hand upon 
the forehead, or the moving of a musical instrument across the room, 
will prove that our depat·ted and lost friends are still near to us, is 
not that sublime? I t is the result, and not the means, at which we 
must look. God speaks in the tender and beautiful flower, and in 
the poisonous and deadly serpent coiled beneath it; he speaks in the 
sparkling and gentle streamlet, and in the roaring torrent; in the 
rugged cliff, and in the verdant and soft vale. lie is willing to speak 
to us not only through the grand and majestic objects in nature, but 
through the tiny flower and the humble weed. Anything in nature 
may be ridiculed and laughed at. It is a simple thing to move a 
table, to make a little rap, to place a hand within a pocket, but when 
we consider the result, then the apparent triflingness of the act dis
appears. If it was necessary to convince· Judge Edmonds of the 
immortality of the soul, that the spirit of his little child, who in life 
was wont to sport with him, by placing its hands in his pockets, or 
by gently tapping him upon the face, should renew these frolics, shall 
we ridicule these manifestations ? 

llere 1\Ir. WHITING's time expired. 

1\fR. JONES' FOURTH ARGUl\IENT. 

Before the debate re-commenced, the 1\Ioderator, l\Ir. Tarbell, called 
the attention of the disputants to the fourth rule of the disc'!lssion 
l\ir. Jones then resumed for the affirmative, as follows : 



MODERN SPIRITUALISM. 37 

My time expired when I was giving you some elevating and sub
lime communications from the other world. I shall continue that 
course now, for the purpose of demonstrating the earthly origin of 
these so-called spiritual manifestations, and of proving the whole sys
tem of Spiritualism to be an imposture. :My spiritualistic friends 
have, again and again, anathematized me, and declared that it was 
unbecoming a minister of the gospel to treat Spiritualism as I have 
done. But I treat everything according to its relative merit; and if 
I treat Spiritualism in a low and filthy manner, it is because it is a 
low and filthy thing. I must treat it as I have, on account of its 
relative merit. 

I do not stand here to quote big names, as my friend does; who 
reminds me of some Englishman, who, if he is of no account him
self, desires to be associated, iu some way, with some great man j and 
who, if he can't be a duke, thinks it some honor to know the duke's 
footman. :i.Uy friend proceeds in this manner. He tells us of Judge 
so and so, of Consul this and that, of His Honor and His Excellency, 
etc. His object is to show, that if Spiritualism is not important in 
itself, there are some important surroundings about it. Now, if my 
friends say I ridicule Spiritualism, I reply, that it ridicules itself j and 
I shall play the game of reading to you the expressions of your own 
leaders. If you want to hear about Judge Edmonds' spiritual saw 
mill, and to have a taste of Judge Edmonds' spiritual butter milk, you 
will have a chance before I get through. 

The earthly origin of these so-called spiritual manifestations is 
proved by the character of them. They are essentially low ancl 
degrading. Everything that comes from Heaven is supposed to be 
elevating and purifying in its nature; but those of these spiritual 
communications which are not stolen from books, are extremely low 
and degrading in their nature. Of course my friend did not know 
anything of l\1r. Harshman, from whom I have quoted; but I never 
did know a Spiritualist who knew anybody when what that person 
said or did, bore down heavily upon the doctrine of Spiritualism. 
But he knows the "Bannm· of Light," and he will not deny that that 
is an orthodox and a reliable Spiritual paper. "\Veil, now, in the 
"Banner of Light" I find a communication from the spirit of Patrick 
l\1urphy, a real Irishman. The spirit of Patrick lUurphy comes up, 
and speaks as follows : 

[~lr. Jones having failed to supply the Reporter with the commu
nication of Patrick Murphy, it is necessarily omitted. REPORTER.] 
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Now, I am ridiculing Spiritualism again, my friend will say! I 
beg to inform the Chair, that· I am not violating tl1e rule to which he 
called my attention. I am only reading from their own communica
tions, and showing how ridiculous they are. Now, let us turn from 
Patrick 1\Iurphy to Judge Edmonds. Of course my friend knows 
something about a book, called "Judge Edmonds' Spiritualism." The 
Judge went into a trance and saw a spiritual saw mill, which he 
describes ~\S follows: 

[This communication was als9 not supplied to the Reporter.] 

Now, I ask, what is there to elevate any one in all this? What is 
this but the ipse dixit of a man who is either a deceiver, or who is 
self-deceived ? And yet my friend declares, that. we cannot have any 
other proof than this kind of hearsay evidence. When we demand 
that the mediums come here and give us occular proof of their de
monstrations, they are six: thousand or six hundred miles away ! They 
are like the Hibernian's flea: we seek to put our finger upon them, 
aud they are gone ! 

But I have some more of Judge Edmonds' communications to 
read. This Judge of the Court of Appeals, of New York, an intel
ligent and learned man, comes out with this sort of brain dribble. 
I read from Judge Edmonds''' Spiritualism," Vol. ii, page 135-144: 

"She answered she could not tell by years, only by events, but it wa.s be
fore the Crusades. She added, she remained only a few years in the lower 
plain, when all three were united and ascended together. I enquired of the 
daughter if she had never been married. She answered she supposed I 
would call it ma~·riage. There was one to whom she was much attached, and 
they loved each others society, and they were a good deal together. He was 
now at work at the saw mill; and she said be would come in from the saw 
mill, not at all Lirecl with his work, and would kick up his heels and go to 
daucing. 'Yes,' added the mother, 'and you join him in doing so.' She 
showed me a guitar nnd a flute, and said they played anu sang together. The 
young girl seemed full of frolic, and fun, and joy. She could hardly keep 
still. As she and my daughter sat together, I could not help noticing the 
difference. My daughter was still and quiet, and apparently "Very intellectual. 
She was not without emotions, but she repressed them, n,nd I snw her once in 
a while lny her hand on her heart, as if to hush all within. We turned to 
take our leave, for it was t.ime for us to go. The mntron invited me to call 
on her again, o.nd she would, she said, give me a drink of butter rnilk." 

Now, I sn.y that these things are so essentially degrading, that on 
their very face, is prlma facia evidence of their imposture. They 
are too degrading to come from the celestial spheres. I cannot 
conceive of men in any celestial sphere giving utterance to· such 
expressions as these. 
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Now we stand here for the purpose of demonstrating that the 
origin of these manifestations is exceedingly hypothetical. I show 
not only that they are this, but more ; I show that they are exceed
ingly false, by their own internal evidence. These spiritual commu
nications bring to us no new and noble truths. The spirit of Bacon 
comes back, and instead of the sublime utterances which he gave 
while on earth, he regales us with such brain dribble as we have 
read. It is said that we cannot have the evidence we desire in this 
case. I call for no more than I am enti tied to. I show to my oppo
nent that it becomes him to prove the origin of these manifestations 

, is not hypothetical, but certain. The evidence we desire he admits 
is just such evidence as exists, but he says it cannot be produced 
here. Why? Oh, because the conditions are not obtained ! You 
must have a certain amount of receptivity, he says. Now, when the 
existence of poison is to be proTed in a murder case, in a Court of 
Justice, that fact must be proved by experimental evidence. They 
bring theu· practical chemists into Court, and the poison is analyzed 
in the presence of the Jury. This is what we desire here. We 
want just this kind of positive, experimental evidence. These men 
say they are inspired-they talk :fluently and ably-but those of us 
who are somewhat acquainted with literature, can tell where they get 
some of their fine speeches ; and if we knew more of books and 
literature, we could show where they got the whole of them, and 
that the whole thing was a cheat. 

I propose to suspend a piece of wood so nicely balanced that a fly 
would move it, and then I will call upon the sp1rits to move it a 
single inch. In asking this, I am only asking what I am entitled to 
do by the rules of evidence. If you cannot do this, dome and move 
this table. I see before me five or six mediU1ll ladies and five or six 
medium gentlemen. You say you can do these things; but that you 
must do them under the proper conditions, aud that one of these con
ditions is, that you must be in the dark, and that no antagonistic 
influences be present. I ask you to come forward and do it in the 
light, in the presence of this audience; aud if you do moYe the table 
a single inch, aud I cannot explain, upon natural causes, how you do 
it, I will give up. the case. 

Here l\h. Jones' time expired. 
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:r.IR. WHITING'S FOURTH REPLICATION. 

~Ir. WHITING said-
I stated this morning, that I should introduce a poem, dictated by 

the spirit of Edgar Allan Poe, and spoken by 1\Iiss Lizzie Doten, 
before a large audience in the city of Boston, a short time ago. This 
poem is as follows : 

From the throne of life eternal, 
From the home of life supernal, 

Whore Lhe angel feet make music over all Lhe starry floor
Mortals, I come io meet you, 
Come with words of neace to greet you, 

And to tell you of the glory that is mine forevermore! 

Once before I found a mortal 
Waiting at the heavenly portal-

Waiting but to catch some echo from that ever-opening door; 
Then I seized his quickening being, 
:And through all his inward seeing 

Caused my burning inspiration in n. fiery flood to pour! 

Now I come more meekly human, 
:And the weak lips of a. woman 

Touch with fire from off the altar, not with burnings as of yore, 
But in holy love descending, 
With her chastened being blending, 

I would fill your souls with music from the bright celestial shore. 

As one heart yearns for another, 
As a child turns to its mother, 

From the golden gates of glory turn I to the earth once more
Where I drn.ined the cup of sadness, 
Where my soul was stung to madness, 

And life's bitter, burning billows swept my burdened being o'er. 

Here the harpies and the ravens, 
Human v~mpyres-sorclicl cravens, 

Preyed upon my soul and substance till I m:ithed in anguish sore; 
Life and I then seemed mismated, 
For I felt accursed and fated, 

Like a restless, wrathful sph·it, wandering on the Stygian shore. 

Tortured by a nameless yearning, 
Like a frost-fire, freezing, bw·ning, 

Did the purple, pulsing life-tide through its fevered channels poul', 
Till the golden bowl-Life's token-
Into shining shreds was broken, 

And my chained and chafing spirit leapt from out its prison door. 

But while living, striving, dying, 
Never did my soul cease crying: 

"Ye who guide the fates and furies, give! oh, give me, I implore, 
From the myriad hosts of nations-
From the countless constellations, 

One pure spirit that can love me-one that I too, can adore!" 
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Through this ferrent aspiration 
Found my fainting soul salTation, 

For, from out its blackened fire-crypts did my quickened spirit soar ; 
And my beautiful ideal-
Not too saintly to be real-

Burst more brightly on my vision than the fancy formed Lenore. 

']!lid the surging seas she found me, 
With the billows breaking round me, 

And my saddened, sinking spirit, in her arms of love up bore; 
Like a lone one, weak and weary, 
Wandering in the midnight dreary, 

On her sinless, saintly bosom brought me to the heavenly shore. 

Like the breath of blossoms blending, 
Like the prayers of saints ascending, 

Like the rainbow's seven-hued glory, blend our souls. foreTermore. 
Earthly love and lust enslaved me, 
But divinest love hath saved me, 

And I know now, first and only, how to love and to adore. 

Oh, my mortal friends and brothers, 
We are each and all another's, 

And the soul that gives most freely from its treasure, hath the more. 
Would you lose your life, you find it; 
And in giving love, you bind it, 

Like an amulet of safety, to your heart forevermore! 

41 

This poem was copied into many papers, in the East and West, 
and excited uniYersal surprise and admiration. The editor of the 
Springfield (~lass.) R epuUican-who is anything but a Spiri tualist, 
but who is a gentleman of refinement, education and taste-says, that 
it is a wonderful and sublime production, and worthy of the author 
to whom it is attributed. Its similarity in style to the poems written 
by Edgar Allan Poe, while on earth, and particularly to his cele
brated poem, " The Raven," has attracted the attention and admiration 
of critics everywhere. This poem carries with it indisputable e·d
dence of the individuality of Poe's mind, with an entire absence, 
h owe\er, of that taint of sensuality, which marred some of his 
writings while upon the earth. You all know that there is not a poet 
in the world who can make so perfect an imitation of the " Raven," as 
is the poem you have j ust heard read. This poem has been imitated 
and parodied, again and again, but never has the imitation carried 
with it the individuality and idiosynycracy of Poe's mind as this 
does. So place this sublime poem side by side with the foolish stories 
my opponent has read to you. I observe, by the way, that he does 
not quote Judge Edmonds from his own book, but from one written 
by an opponent of Spiritualism j ancl I ha'e no means of knowing 
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whether the passages he bas read are garbled or not. But, admitting 
that Judge Edmonds bas said, that there were saw mills and horses 
and cows in the spiritual. world, I ask, whether it is not more in 
accordance with the impulses and desires of an industrious man to 
be usefully employed, even if it be in a saw mill, rather than to spend 
a whole eternity in singing psalms before a great white throne, 
and that is the manner in which orthodox religion teaches us our 
eternity will be employed. 1\iy opponent also said, that the different 
quotations which he read, purporting to come from different Spirit
ualists, showed up tJ1e absurdity of the doctrine of Spiritualism. vVe 
cannot see it so. l\iy friend quotes largely from Prof. Grimes; and 
his argument sounds so very much like that employed by the Profes
sor, that I have been much amused at the resemblance. I know 
Prof. Grimes. I met him in Boston; l1e attended one of my lectures 
in that city before the Harvard Professors, and criticised one of my 
poems; but he was called to order by President Felton, who said he 
could vouch for the beauty and originality of the poem I had impro
vised. I have heat·d Prof. Grimes make the same offer in relation to 
the suspension of the stick of wood. It is something surprising that 
my opponent should have followed Prof. Grimes so closely in the line 
of his argument. 

Now, as to the spiritual communication from the shade of Patrick 
1\'lurphy, which has given my friend so much disquietude. Suppose 
that a low Irishman-a man devoid of culture and intelligence, whose 
days had ever been devoted to toil, and whose mind was entirely un· 
enlightened-suppose that a man like this should die to-day and that 
his spirit should return to earth to-morrow; would it not talk just as 
the spirit of Patrick l\1urphy did? I consider that communication a 
proof of the individuality of mind which exists in the spirit world, 
and which is taught by Spiritualism. I know the person through 
whom this communication from Patrick l\lnrphy came. She is l\Irs. 
Conant-a person refined and lady-like, and entirely ignorant of the 
Irish brogue, in which this communication is written. Does this show 
that this communication did not come from tho spirit? Does it not 
rather show that the spirit of some Il'ishman was the author of it? 
We do not claim that all the communications from the spirit world 
a1·o of an elevating character; but tl1ere is quito enough of them that 
are of such a nature to ove1·balance the few instances of the contrary 
kind wl1ich my friend has adduced. He may call this poem of Edgar 
Allan Poe's trash, and say evidence like this is of no avail; but let 
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any of you read first " The Raven," and then the poem we have just 
read to you, and if you are not convinced that the same mind is the 
author of both of them, you must be indeed hard to convince. 

Now, I claim that the origin of this poem demonstrates itself on 
its very face. Lizzie Doten never before ga\e such a poem, and no 
one else ever did. We might go on and quote numerous other . pir
itual poems of exquisite beauty and sublimity. If we had here the 
"Lyrics of the Golden Age," we could quote such poems from its 
pages, the work of spirits. Notwithstanding this, I admit that there 
is that in Spiritualism which appeals to all classes of mind. Patrick 
:Murphy and the poor negTo and the illiterate peasant can 1·eturn to 
earth from the spirit land, and commlmicate with those wl1om they 
left behind, as well as the spirit of Sir Isaac Newton, or of Lord 
Bacon; but the communications from each will partake of his own 
character. The stream cannot rise above its fountain, an.d the spirit 
of Patrick 1\Iurphy can only tell what he knows. 

Where, then, js the uncertainty about the nature of these manifest
ations of which our friend complains so much? I s it because we 
cannot move a stick of wood at his bidding, a la Professor Grimes ? 
Is it against us that these manifestations which he demands cannot be 
produced here, because the different conditions which he riilicules, 
and which are demanded by all mediums, cannot be had here? Even 
his own illustrations turn against him. The chemist in making l1is 
analysis for poison, demands his conditions : if he makes his analysis 
at all, he does it in his own way. The court does not undertake to 
say how he shall do it, but accepts the result when it is done. We 
do not say that the mediums can do these things at all times and at 
all places. Sometimes the spirits which influence them refuse to mani
fest their power, and sometimes the &-pirit cannot control the mediums. 
But if the attempt to cause these manifestations was tried twenty 
times and the attempt failed, it would not counterballance the posith·e 
proof that would be afforded if the attempt once succeeded. If the 
attempt succeeded only in a single instance, the proof would be irre
sistible. To say that the negative e\~dence of the twenty failures 
was to be taken against the positive evidence of the one success, 
would be to adopt the logic of the thief who brought twenty wit
nesses into colut to swear that they did not see him steal a certain 
coat, and demanded that their negative evidence be taken against the 
positive assertion of the one man who did see him steal it. This is 
about the way testimony is called for here. Because we cannot pro· 
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duce these manifestations here, tbe reliable witnesses who saw them 
produced elsewhere are to be disbelieved I It is not because we think 
Spiritualism is any better for being connected with the names of 
great men, that we have recapitulated the names of some of its be
lievers; but we named these great and learned men because it is said 
that none but the ignorant and the gullible are Spiritualists. ·:My 
friend said as much as this to-day. 1\len who believed the things 
that we believed, in his opinion, were demented, or idiots, or insane. 
Now, it is very little to the gentleman's credit to be spending his time 
here in a discussion with demented or insane men, or idiots. I 
place confidence in reliable hu:w.an testimony, and I place confidence 
in the great and learned men of Europe-not because they are titled 
and powerful, but because they are learned and able to decide on the 
merits of evidence and on the claims of any system to belief. Not 
that the humblest Spiritualist in this room is not equally capable with 
them of deciding for himself what will convince him of the truth of 
his belief. It is no more ridiculous to talk of drinking spiritual but
ter milk from spiritual cows, than many things are that we have seen 
perpetrated in the name of God at camp meetings, revivals, etc. But 
we would be just as reasonable in condeming all ministers and all 
1·eligious meetings on account of these ridiculous things, as he is in 
condemning the whole system of Spiritualism, because some men, 
claiming to be Spiritualists, have said or done ridiculous things. We 
hope in future that he will quote from the books of Spiritualists them
selves, and not from garbled reports and mutilations of their books or 
writings. So far as the Mm11nta£n Co-ve Journal is concerned, I will 
here say that it was edited by John Scott and T. L. Harris. The 
first has renounced Spiritualism and embraced :Methodism. When 
claiming to be a Spiritualist, he did not profess to be under the gov
errunent of spirits, but declared that he was acting under the especial 
direction of God himself- an assertion and a claim that was not 
allowed by the Spiritualists, as a class. l\Ir. Harris became developed 
as a medium, and as such gave some beautiful poems. He then left 
Spiritualism and became a sort of Swedenborgian, and went to Eru·ope. 
But whether the departed spirits who furnish these manifestations be 
the spirits of Ciceros or of Patrick Murphys, if they leave on these. 
manifestations the marks of theh· own individuality, they caJ:ry with 
them the proof of an origin outside of and independent of the 
medium, and are, therefore, supernal and spiritual. 

Here 1\fr. Whiting's time expired. 
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1\IR. JONES' FIFTH ARGU:.1IE.NT. 

~Ir. J o~ES said that as his opponent had identified him with a 
celebrated professor, who had written in opposition to Spiritualism, 
he wished to ask the gentleman a question . . Had he understood him 
as saying that President F elton, of Harvard College, had endorsed 
his improvised poetry as truly inspired and spiritual? 

1\Ir. 'VIIITI~G replied no. President Felton had said that the 
poems which j)fr. 'Vhiting had improvised in his presence, were 
beautiful in their sentiment, and original in their language. 

:Mr. J ONES.-'V ell, I will read a letter from Prof. ll'elton. We 
shall see how much the statements of our friend are to be relied 
upon. The impression that my friend intended to make was that 
Prof. Felton was so much surprised and delighted with the poetry of 
our friend, that he confessed it was original. That is very different 
however, from its being spiritual. It may be that our friend cau 
improvise poetry-but that is a very different thing from being in
spired. President Felton is a most reliable man. He is known and 
respected throughout the United States. I endorse him, and am 
ready to be responsible for what he says. Here is a letter, in which 
he speaks of our friend, l\Ir. Whiting: 

An extract of a letter from Professor Felton to the Boston Evewtng 
Oourie'r, August, 1859 : 

"Mrs. Hatch ·X· ->:· * * gave to a mathematical question a wrong 
answer, asserting that a thing can be done which is demonstrably impossi
ble; but instead of doing it, the spirits, through her organism, promised that 
the problem should be solved within a month, and the name of the spirit 
doing it should be transmitted with the document; 'or,' said the spirits, 'we 
will confess that we are clisgmced forever.' Tha t was two years ago. The 
problem has not been solved. * * * * * * There was a young man
a l\Ir. WlllTING-who pretended that the spirit of an Italian poet would im
provise poetry, on a.ny subject, through his o1·ganism. His claims were 
accepted in twenty-one States of the Union, where his exhibitions had been 
given. When, however, I put the question to the spirit, whether he intended 
to improvise in his native tongue, to the utter confusion of the meuium, he 
was obliged to confess that he never gave that test except in priva te." 

Now the impression sought to be made on you by our friend was 
that President Felton had endorsed him; but this letter shows that 
he found out this young man in a decided cheat. Our friend may 
wince as you hear this- God knows you deserve to wince for having 
sustained such an imposture as this. 

Now, as for this spiritual poetry and its origin. The gentleman has 
read us a very pretty thing-! think it is sublime. He says, it is 
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from the spirit of Edgar Allan Poe. I doubt it. He proves it by 
saying that a large audience in Boston heard it, and that they were 
convinced that it came from Poe. Now, I don' t know where that 
poem came from; but in the Jfessenger (a Spiritual paper) of April 
lOth, 1852, I find the following poem, said to have been written by 
a servant girl, thirteen years old. I read from the Jlessenge'r : 

"The following lines were written on the 18th of April, 1852, by a servant 
girl, thirteen years of age, in the family of - -, Cha1·lestown, 1\bssachusetts . 

. The fact must be stated, that the girl could neither write nor read one word 
previous to this occasion ; and although she wrote these lines legibly under 
the sphitual impression, she was unable to read them when written: 

" 'There is a re3ion lovelier far 
Than sages know or poets sing; 

Brighter than Bummer's beauties are, 
.And softer than the tints of spring.", 

- Extract from llfessenge1·, an article, entitled "The .Spiritual Home," writ
ten by Spiritual Impression, in the 1.1esset!ge:r, No. 4. 

This hymn is in the " Baptist Hymn Book," No. 1174, and 
accredited to Tucker. It is as follows : 

"There is a region lovelier far 
Than angels know or poets sing ; 

Brighter than summer's beauties are, 
And softer than the tints of spring., 

Now, we see where some of the improvised spiritual poetry comes 
from. 

We come to speak of revelations we have ourself had. We wish 
to state that we have had something to do with these physical mani
festations. I went to Chicago, recently, to visit a medium there, com
mended by my friend here, and of whom he told me that after I had 
seen her I would not want to enter this debate. I saw this lady, and 
will tell you all about the interview. But while I was in Chicago I was 
informed that I would find some ex.cellen t physical test manifestations 
at a room in Kingsbury Hall. I went there. A gentleman met me 
at the door, and intimated that he would like me. to pay him fifty 
cents. I willingly paid him the fifty cents, and entered the room. I 
saw in the room a large box, or cupboard, with three folding doors. 
Two boys, aged eighteen or twenty years, were placed in this box. A 
gentleman in the room- a Spiritualist-asked. me to assist in tying 
the boys in the box, so that they could not move. I declined, as I 
did not want to have anything to do with it. The gentleman suc
ceeded in getting another person to tie one of the boys, while he tied 
the other himself. All were invited to see that the boys were securely 
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tied. In the box were placed a trumpet, a fiddle, a drum and a bell. 
The doors were then fastened, and I should tell you that the button 
which fastened the doors waB placed inside, so that we could not open 
the doors from the outside, and could not see what was going on iu 
the box. That was one of the conditions. We had to take what was 
going on inside the box on trust. Then our attention was directed to 
a hole in the center door of the box, covel'ed with a piece of black 
cloth; and it was said we should soon see a spirit hand there. Sure 
enough, in a moment a hand was seen to protrude from the hole, and 
t-o wave itself toward us. I asked permission of the gentleman to 
take hold of that hand. "Directly," said he; but just then a lady 
who was in the room, and who was a Spiritualist (you know I can 
tell them as soon as I can see them) stepped forward and took hold 
of the hand. a Oh," said she, shuddering, "how cold it is !n That 
is the way you know. Spirits are always cold; they clon)t keep any 
fires down there. I then endea"Vored to touch the hand; but the 
man inside the box-I beg pardon; I mean the spirit- was too quick 
for me; and although I made a grab at it, it eluded my grasp. The 
next thing that came out of the box was a spiritual trumpet. Now, 
thinks I , if I can't get your hand, I will get hold of the trumpet; 
and I seized it, and said : now spirit, spirit, come through here, or 
let go the trumpet. N.ow, that was a sublime scene ! I wish one of 
your spiritual artists had been the1·e to paint that picture ! I made 
another strong effort and wrenched the trumpet out of the hands of 
the spirit. " W oll,n said the lady, "you are superior to the spirit in 
strength, anyhow." After this there were performances on the 
musical instruments in the box, by the spirits. The boys were tied, 
and they could not be the performers ! oh, no ! And they ha\e never 
been detected in any imposture, of course not ! But if this was spir
itual music, it waB the last music that I ever want to hear. Then it 
was stated that there were eighteen spirits in the box, and I won
dered how they could all :find room to be in there, if they were all in 
proportion to the size of the hand I had seen protruded from the box. 
When the gentleman opened the door and let the boys out, I exam
ined the hole in the door, and saw that it was surrounded with greasy 
dirt, such as would naturally be made by the frequent application of 
a sweaty hand. I asked the gentleman how it came to pass that his 
spirits were so dirty; and he replied, that the marks I saw were 
caused by the hands of people endeavoring to get hold of the spirits. 
I also asked why the boys could not come out and do these things in 
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our sight; and his answer was, that the boys had to be shut up to keep 
people from imposing upon them by throwing quids of tobacco, etc. 

Now, I mean to say, that all this is one of the most diabolical and 
cruel impostures eve1· sought to be perpetrated upon any people. But 
these boys who practice this wea.k and silly deception are the celebra
ted Davenport Boys endorsed by my friend, with the single exception 
that their manifestations are not so satisfactory as they would be were 
they not performed in the da.rk. 

Here Mr. JONES' time expired. 

1\IR. WHITING'S FIFTH REPLICATION. 

l\1r. WHITI NG said-
I will first settle this matter of Prof. Felton. When in Boston, 

three years ago, I held a six weeks' session with the Harvard Profes
sors. They selected subjects upon which I improvised poems. On 
one occasion, P resident Felton asked if I would improvise in Italian. 
I said no-not in public; inasmuch as the audience- which was a 
very large one-comprised but a very few persons who understood 
Italian, and that it would be uninteresting to the rest of my auditors: 
but I added, that I would improvise a poem in Italian, in private, 
and J1ave done so. These events took place in 1858, and the letter 
which my opponent has read, was written in 1859. The whole of the 
letter of President Felton my friend has not read. I have at home 
files of the Boston Courier, which state exactly what President Fel
ton did say of my poems at the time of their delivery, and which is 
just what I have before stated. So much for this matter. 

I will now read to you a letter from James C. "\V ood, of J ackson, 
111ichign.n, a well-known lawyer, in reference to the manifestations 
made through l\1r. Slade : 

"FRIEND HENRY:-
" You desire me to write you a description of the physical manifestations I 

have witnessed through your mediuroship; I will do so in brief with grea.t 
pleasure. 

" I ha.ve sa.t around a large dining ta.ble with you, n.nd heard drumming 
seeming to be under the table, and sufficiently powerful t.o jar the table. 
:Any tune might be whistled, and the drumming would be pm·fect as to time. 
It did not seem to be one person drumming, but two or three, and sometimes 
a hea.vy drumming, imitating appa1·ently a base drum. The distinctness 
of the sound, and its peculiarit.y, has alwn.ys, to me, appen.rcd remarkn.ble. 
I rega.rd it as one of the most astonishing manifestations of spirit power. In 
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this matter there can be no deception. The jar of the table- the noise, and 
the exact time, n.nd the change of the tune the instant the whistle chanO'es, 
are facts no one can dispute, and cannot be accounted for upon any kn~wn 
natural scientific cause. 

"I have seen a large dining table rise up, with great force, from the floor, 
some six or ten inches, a.nd then go down with equal power-l\Ir. Slade and 
others simply having their hands upon the table. I have seen the table also 
rise up, in the same manner, with a man sitting upon the table, the hands 
being simply on the top of the table. In my own house I have had a cherry 
stand, with my little son upon it, 1·ise up in the same manner. I have seen 
persons undertake to keep it down and still, and although they possessed con
siderable physical strength, they were unable~ to prevent its movement. I 
have seen half a dozen men around the stand, with three hands upon it, 
and bvo, at least, laboring to keep it still, and in spite of their efforts it would 
jump up some six to ten inches, and go down with such force as would seem 
ordinarily sufficient to break the stand. 

"I have seen l\Ir. Slade, while sitting in a chair, moved about when I was 
fully sa.tisfied he did not nor could not do it himself under the circumstances. 
No person in the form did it. I was satisfied it was the operation of some 
invisible force. 

" 1 have seen 1\Ir. Slade, when his eyelids were perfectly closed, pick up a pin 
on the carpet., point out the different colors of the carpet, go into a dark room 
and pick things up n.pparently as well as I could in the light. 

"One night this spring l\Ir. Slade remained with me over night. Having 
heard often that one of his attending spirits made considerable noise some
times during the night; and having some curiosity to hear it, I said to his 
spirit friend, I would like to have him "perform 71 a little that night. lie said 
he would. I and my friend retired as usual. The Rev. Mrs. Wilber Jack
son and my wife's sister were there visiting me. 1\Ir. Slade occupied a bed
room 'out. of my parlor. l\Iy sister occupied an adjoining room. The setting 
room ca.me next, and I occupied a room adjoining the setting room. l\Iy sister 
kept a light in the setting room during the night. About two o'clock in the 
morning I heard a loud noise, like some one striking with a hammer on the 
stove in my room. It startled me, and I sprang up in bed. I could see dis
tinctly in my room. No person, as I coultl discover, was in either but myself. 
Immediately after this noise on the stove, noises, like some one taking a shoe 
and striking it upon the floor, commenced, first in my room and then in the 
setting room-one then on the parlor door in the setting room, and then upon 
the opposite side. The parlor door at the same time opening and closing 
quite rapidly. 1\Irs. Jackson occupied a room up stairs. She stated, at the 
breakfast table the next morning, that she was awakened by the door in her 
room swinging open, and then startled by noises like some one pounding upon 
the head-board of the beadstead on which she had been sleeping. She said 
that her heart came into her throat, and she ha,d not been able to get it out 
yet. 

"I have heard raps upon the floor, then upon the chair, then on the sides of 
the room and in various places about the room. Such, in short, is a descrip
tion of some of the manifestations I have witnessed in the .presence of l\Ir. 
Slade. Of course they seem incredible to those who ha.ve never seen them; 
nevertheless I have seen them, and they have been witnessed by many others. 
The "world moves," and these manifestations, most probably, will, even if 
the incredulous, the sneering, and the very respecta.ble fogies of the day 
should never condescend to witness these. 

" :Most Respectfully Yours, 
"J. C. WOOD." 

Now, with regard to the production of a spirit hand. Dr. Gray, 
who is a learned physician of New York, writes as follows : 

4 
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"The speaker described a manifestation to which he bad recently been a 
witness-the production of a spirit hand, through the mediumship of l\Iiss 
Catherine Fox-her own hands being held in his, and her feet resting on his 
own during the time of the apparition, which took place in dim gaslight. 
The fingers made intelligent motions. Its first appearance was that of a l\}mi
nous fog; then it looked like a ball of fire-like phosphoresence. Here was 
furnished the kind of testimony demanded by the London objectors, viz: that 
some credible witnesses should have seen or held the spirit hand till it vanished. 
This manifestation was given in accordance with a request made for this kind 
of evidence, and by appointment of the spirit at the particular hour. The 
hand, in this instance, was not plaeed inside mine, but several friends have 
had that testimony; and if any here can furnish me with such, I shall be 
glad to forward it, together with my own, to London. I have repeatedly 
touched the spiritual hand, which was sometimes warm and sometimes cold, 
like that of a corpse. I am not aware that I have ever been in what is called 
the psychological state; and I am not subject to hallucinations of the senses. 
(The speaker mentioned manifestations, through Mr. Home, of naked hands 
which unhooked the brooch of a lady's collar in full sight.)" 

Now I will read as to what they are doing in ~on don : 

J. R. M. SQUIRES IN ENGLAND. 

"The following appears in the London Spiritual Magazine, under the Cor-
respondence head: . 

"To the Editor of the SpirituallJ.fagazine--Sir: Dr. Ash burner, Dr. Good eve, 
of Bristol, 1\Ir. Newton, Dr. Blank, l\lessrs. Waterhouse, Norton, Hurrey, self 
and son, had a sitting with J . R. M. Squire, (junior editor of the Banner of 
L ight, a weekly newspaper published in America) at the residence of Mr. 
Waterhouse, in Russell Square, London, at eight o'clock P. 111:., on Friday, the 
16th of July, 1860. Shortly after sitting down at a large dining-room table, 
about twelve feet long, we heard clicks, or tappings, on different parts of the 
table; they were not loud, but distinct-something like the sound produced 
by the telegraphic clock when in action. 

"'l'he table twice moved from its position a little. Mr. Squire then placed 
a pencil on a sheet of paper we had marked, and then he held it in his hand 
under the table ; I hea.rd a movement underneath, and then it seemed as if 
the pencil and paper were forcibly taken away, and dropped to the floor. On 
picking the paper up we found some letters scrawled on it, which, on looking 
through the blank side, we found read 'God bless you all.' Dr. Blank felt 
the pulse of Mr. Squire while this was going on, and the rate was one 
hundred and thirty-eight beats per minute-his ordinary pulse is from sixty 
to sixty-five. 

"We then went to a large room; there was in it an uncurtained French 
bedstead, which Mr. S. removed a little from the wall, n.nd placed nine chairs 
in a row, against one side of the room, opposite the foot of the bed. There 
was a very heavy oval shaped table in the room, which we turned over and 
exn.mined to see that there was no machinery connected with i t. This table 
was placed by Mr. S. at such a distance from the bed as to allow a chair for 
him to sit upon, between him and the bed; he then placed another chair by 
the same side of the bed, and requested me to sit on it; he then sat on the 
chair before the table, rested one hand on it, and requested that his legs be 
tied to the chair, which was done with two handkerchiefs by one of the com-
pany; he then stretched out his disengaged right hand toward me, and I held 
it firmly till the close of the incident I am about to relate. The nine gentle
men present then sat on the chairs in a row, holding each other's hands, so 
that no movement could be made by any of them without detection ; the jet 
of gas at the side of the room was t.hen put out by our host, and in about half 



MODERN SPIRITUALISM. 51 

a minute I felt something like a rapid current of air pass me. Mr. Squire 
said, 'Ii is gone.' Tho gas was then lighted, and the table was found top 
downwards, lying on the bed-clothes a.t the back of ~Ir. Squire, it hn,ving 
passed over his head. The company then loosed hands, came up, saw my 
hands still holding the right hand of Mr. S., and his legs still tied to the 
chair. The movement of the table wa.s repeated, two others of the company 
holding the hand of Mr. Squire. He then asked for a pocket handkerchief 
to tie his wrists. I took mine, tied one end tightly round one wrist, and the 
othe~· end round the other wrist, leaving the free use of the hn,nds for stretch
ing about six inches. He then desil'ed a gentleman, who had evidently been 
puzzled with what he had seen, to come and stand with him at one end of the 
table, and place his hand firmly on one of his, on the top of his, so that it 
was impossible for him, so tied and bound, in any way to lift. the table. We 
all, except the two so standing, retired again to our row of chairs, held each 
other's hands, and the outermost one, with his left hand, put out the gas. In 
about half a minute, a violent blow from the leg of the table struck the floor, 
and shortly after, l\lr. Squire asked us to light the gas. When this was done, 
a funny spectacle met our eyes. The table top was resting on the heads of 
the two gentlemen who had been left standing, the legs of the table being 
toward the ceiling, and the gentlemen's hands still pressing against the top 
of the table. I took down the table, which, from it.s weight, I found to be n?. 
easy task. 'l'he gentleman who had placed his hand on tho table, stated that 
he had pressed his whole weight on the table to prevent its rising, nnd that 
it was which caused the legs to come down with so much violence before the 
resistance was overcome. Of those present,~ only our host, Dr. Ashburner, 
Dr. Blank, and myself, were at all accustomed to these phenomena.; and Dr. 
Blank, till a few weeks ago, opposed by voice and pen, all belief in the sub
ject.. Now he frankly acknowledges the truth, but is sorely puzzled with
'what is the usc of it?' A question to which we have no doubt he will in 
time find a s.atisfactory answer, as numbers have done who have pn,ssed 
through that state of mind in which he at present is. The others were the 
personn.l unbelieving friends that Dr. Ashburner 'and I had brought to the 
sitting, in the hope of something being done, which, by its physical charac
ter , would uproot their theories of cerebral hallucination and mind acting 
upon itself, and so producing fantasies. 

"I have read this account to Dr. Ashburner, and he thinks that t.he above 
facts plainly show-First, unseen intelligence; secondly, the benevolence of 
that intelligence-for the table must have been r:1ised at least four feet off 
the ground to pass over the head of Mr. Squire without hurting him; thirdly, 
great power, in conjunction with intelligence, in overcoming Mr. Newton's 
resistance- raising the table off the floor, and gently resting it on the hen,ds 
of those who were standing. The height the table was lifted must have been 
at least six feet.* I am, &c., 

PECKHAr.r, July 20, 1860." JOHN JONES. 

The Paris correspondent of the ]{ew York lVorld also states that 
he has witnessed these manifestations of :Mr. Squire, and endorses 
the truth of the above statement. 

Now these testimonies which I have read to you, prove the exist
ence of a spirit power that moves tables, grasps people, and unfastens 
brooch~s. 'l'hese manifestations have occurred not only in Europe, 

*We have received n letter from Dr. Ashburner which confirms tho foregoing .nccoun~ of )lr. 
Jones. Dr. A. enclosed a description of the table, by Mr. Burton, the nu\kcr of 1t, f~rm~hcd to 
him on o.pplica.tion by t ho owner. In this description the weight of tho table l B g1veo as 
seventy-two pounds.-EDITOR. OF LONDON SPIRITUAL MAOAZL"<£. 
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in London and in Paris, but also in our own country. We have seen 
six. or seven hands at once come out of the box. in which the Daven
port boys were, one of which hands was that of a negro. Yv e do 
not think that our friend demonstrated these manifestations of the 
Davenport boys to be an imposture. The fact that he had strength 
enough to pull the trumpet away does not prove that there was no 
spirit force at the other end of the trumpet. It only proves that his 
force was the greatest, as the lady remarked to him. And as to his 
remark about the greasy appearance of the apperture in the box-is 
it any stretch of the imagination to believe that if a hand could be 
made from the elements of the ~tmosphere, that it should also be a 
greasy hand? It should be understood that the Davenport boys do 
not claim that the hands which appear in their demonstrations belong 
to a spiritual body, but that they are formed, by spiritual influences, 
from the elements of the atmosphere; and why should not such a 

'\ hand be greasy? Then some weight should be given to the assertion 
that the hands of people who were endeavoring to seize the spirits 
had often been drawn into this aperture, and that thus it had become 
soiled. He finds great fault with the conditions, and he would lay 
great stress upon the fact that one of the boys was tied by a Spiritu
alist. Now does any one suppose that any Spirititualist in Chicago 
or in Decatur, or any where else, would aid these boys in a wicked 
and evil cheat? I have tied one of these boys, and covered hhn a.ll 
over with cords, and in three minutes after the light was put out 
he would be found untied. Sometimes I have seen them tied in 
their shirt sleeves, and their coat placed in the box,' and in three 
minutes they would be found with their coats on and the ropes tied 
over their arms, outside the coatJ as before. l\fy testimony as to 
these facts is as admissable as that of any other man, and these are 
the facts. The idea that the boys were assisted to cheat by the 
Spiritualists is a slur upon that body as a class, which will be sure to 
be resented. 

:M:y opponent believes all these manife,stations to be impostures. 
¥Ve believe them to be true. The London transactions he may at. 
tempt to dispute-but there they are, pubiished in a London paper. 
lie says these manifestations should be produced here. I think that 
the testimony of the witnesses themselves is amply sufficient to satisfy 
any honest mind of the truth. 

Because we cannot produce these manifestations here, are we to be 
told that is proof they never have occurred? Spirits do not care for 
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the applause of the world, and for the assertion of this or that man, 
that if you will do this or that thing, he will be conYerted to the 
belief in Spiritualism. I do uot know that it would be advisable for 
my opponent to be converted just now. But if we can awaken men 
to investigation, it is all we ask. Spiritualism can stand alone in its 
own strength, glorious as Heaven, endless as Earth in its constant 
recurrence of spring, summer, autumn and winter. If these mani
festations could occur at all times, they might thereby be prayed to 
be impostures. But the mediums cannot control these conditions. 
Is this a proof of imposture ?. If they were impostures, they could 
produce these manifestations at any and all times. It is not so-for 
often they fail to get any manifestations. Why? Because the spirit 
does not, cannot, or will not make itself manifest. It is wonder
ful, for example, that the spirits which influence the Da"enport 
boys, could, under the ad~erse circumstances which ~Ir. J ones has 
described, gain force enough to make any manifestations at all. The 
Davenport boys ha~e encountered much persecution, and ha\e, at 
times, been obliged to defend themselves, with physical weapons, 
against the evH and cowardly assaults of their enemies. 

Here 1\Ir. WHITING's time expired. 

l\IR. JOXES' SL~TH AHGU:..\IENT. 

nlr. Jo~ES said-
1\ly opponent, in conducting his side of this discussion, has per

sisted again in introducing evidence that is wholly irrelevant to the 
present case. I must continue to insist, that every subject is to be 
pro\""ed , if proved at all , by evidence that relates to the subject. 
EYery physical fact must be proved by physical evidence; eT"ery natu
ral fact by natural evidence; every moral fact by moral e\idence. 
:My friend has brought up, as his witnesses, these distant persons, 
who all declare, just as determinedly as he himself does, that the 
origin of spiritu~l manifestations is not at all hypothetical, but T"ery 
certain. But it is also a postulate well established in law and in rea
son that persons who are witnesses in their own behalf shall be ruled ' . 
out of court. lHy friend begs the question. He assumes the nega-
tiYe of the resolution in question, and then goes on to proYe that 
negative by the testimony of men who are just as reliable, and no 
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more so, than he is; and I wish to say that I would just as soon take 
his 'ipse dixit as that of any of the persons whom he has introduced 
or whom he may introduce J:tere. But no man may be a witness in 
his own case. :rtiy opponent is bound to show that these manifesta
tions are to be accounted for on other principles than those which we 
advance. No matter how many witnesses he may bring forward here, 
who will testify that they have witnessed these manifestations, it 
would be no evidence to us of the origin of them. The Spiritualists 
admit this. They say, t.hat what is evidence to one mind is not evi
dence to another; but eternal truth states, that what is evidence to 
one is evidence to every one-provided the evidence be appropriate 
to the thing to be proven. I have shown that some of the so-called 
spiritual communications are plagarisms from well-known writers; 
and I have proved the exceedingly trifling and foolish character of 
the manifestations. From this I contend that their origin is exceed
ingly hypothetical. Now, I do not wish to overthrow this doctrine 
of spiritual communion with the dead, if the thing is true. Would 
to God that I could commune with the spirits of my beloved ones, 
wl1o have passed on before me. But when they tell me that I can do 
so, and then mock me as they ha~e done, I say that this sort of evi
dence will never convince me. 

But as to this spiritual poetTy. I presume that this audience ob
served that my friend said nothing of the hymn stolen from the 
"Baptist Hymn Book," and palmed off as a spiritual communication, 
made through the organism of a girl, thirteen years' old, who could 
neither I'ead or write! What kind of spirits were they who gave 
this as an original spiritual production ? Wheu you prove that per
sons steal the property of others, and pass it off as their own, you 
have prirna f acia evidence of imposture and fraud. l\Iy friend 
sneaked out of the matter of Prof. Felton's letter in a very ingenious 
way. I should not haye alluded to this matter at all, had he not 
stated that he could produce the public statements of Prof. Felton 
endorsing the originality and beauty of his improvised poems-you 
must take l\Tr. Whiting's word for that. But Prof. l i'elton says, that 
this is one of the most wicked of impostures. Yet l\Ir. 'Vhiting 
sought to create the impression on your mind, that Prof. Felton patro- -
nized and applauded him, and threw his mantle over him. Now, he 
says, that in the manner of manifestations the medium cannot avoid 
displaying the peculiar idiosyncracies of the spirit which is control
ling him. The medium cannot control the s'Jirit, but is controlled 



MODERN SPIRITUALISM. 55 

by it. Thus when Pat. :Murphy came upon the stand, it was nothing 
to my friend that be talked with an Irish brogue, and concerning 
those things of which his mind had been occupied when on earth. 
Oh, yes! said he, Mrs. Conant was a very respectable lady, above the 
suspicion of collusion or deceit, and she was controlled by the spirit 
of this wild Irishman. If this be true, then why does not the spirit 
of the Italian poet, which controls my friend, throw the Italian into 
him? lie states that he will 'improvise an I talian poem; but delivers 
the poem in English, and states that he can only do the Italian in 
private ! The truth is, that President Felton is an illustrious scholar 
-the President of Harvard College-a man who understood the 
Italian language, and could tell, iu a moment, whether Whiting was 
improvising Italian or gibberish. I have not much knowledge of 
Italian; but if my friend will improvise a few sentences of Italian 
poetry here, when the conditions are all right, I will report on it. If 
he does so, I will not consider it as an evidence. that spiritual mani
festations are not hypothetical in their character; but I will take it 
as an evidence that my friend understands Italian. He says, that this 
spirit of an Italian poet controls him. But I obserye that he can 
control the spirit of the Italian poet so much, that whenever it is 
necessary he can open his eyes and read letters and extracts pertain
ing to this debate. This is very extraordinary; and it is strange that, 
with this control over his Italian friend, he cannot give us some evi
dence of the influence of this poet over him. Our spiritualistic 
friends in the audience say, that they know my opponent is thus influ 
enced and controled; but we care not for their say so. It cannot be 
proven to be true simply by saying that some one else says so too. 

I should observe here, that a preposterous position has been take~t 

by our opponent, and is always taken by Spiritualists in their discus 
sions. It is this : We work our wonders, say they; you cannot proYe 
where they come from: therefore, we say, they come from spirits; and 
if you cannot prove the contrary, yDu must believe us. But this is 
an extraordinary jump of logic. I have actually_ received as much 
intelligence from an educated pig as from any Spiritualist I have ever 
met with. I have seen an educated pig told to point out the age of 
this gentleman or that lady, and the pig has turned up the card with 
the right number of years upon it, every time. Oh, how wonderful 
that is ! we exclaim. 'Vhy not conclude that this was done by spirit 
power? Perhaps you will tell me it was. I cannot prove it was not; 
but are we, therefore, to jump at the infallible conclusion that it was? 



56 MODERN SPIRITUALISM. 

There aro thou~ands of things of which we know but very little, and 
concerning which, if we jumped at conclusions as you seem inclined 
here to do, we should be led into constant error. Sir Benjamin Bro
die once very ingeniously tested this inclination of some minds to 
jump from a fa,ct to an inference. A :Mr. Perkins made a tractor 
with which to cure rheumatism. He exhibited it to a patient long 
afflicted with that complaint, bade him look steadfastly upon it, and 
he was cured. No one denies that. Sir Benjamin Brodie did not 
deny it. lie did not deny the fact, but he denied the inference; and 
to prove the fallacy of it, he made a tractor of wood, and painted it 
so that it exactly resembled th0 metallic tractor made by Perkins. 
He took it to the hospital; found a patieut with the rheumatism; in
formed him that it was the tractor that had cured Perkins' patient, 
and told him to look steadfastly upon it. The lame man obeyed, and 
arose from his bed cured. Would it not be preposterous for me now, 
because I cannot explain how that cure was effected, to jump at the 
conclusion that it was done by supernatural causes? Every impos
ter, when he is about to commit a fraud, studies the points upon which 
he may be detected and exposed. He guards these points; he hedges 
himself up against attack from these quarters, and then says, I can 
do things that you cannot explain-and, therefore, you must admit 
they proceed from spiritual causes. 

I have some delightful spiritual intelligence to impart to you, which 
came to me last week. I desire my friend to give his attention to the 
necessity of producing proper and appropriate evidence to sustain his 
side of the debate, or else of giving up the debate. I wish him not 
to attempt to cheat us by the sophism, that because we cannot account 
for these manifestations, therefore they must of necessity be of a spir
itual origin. "\Vizard Jacobs and Anderson and Blitz do many things, 
for which we cannot account, and which we cannot explain; but 
when I witnessed these things, instead of jumping at the conclusion 
that they were of spiritual origin, I asked myself, how are these thing~ 
done? Had I been disposed to receptivity, as my friend calls it, I 
might ha.ve received some wonderful communications from the spirits ; 
but bca1ing in mind that many tricksters have defied the world to 
explain and account for their wonderful works, it does not become us _ 
to prove that these so-called spiritual manifestations do not come from 
spirits; .but it remains for him to prove that they do. 

Here Mr. Jones' time expired. 
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~IR. WHITL.~G'S SIXTH REPLICATION. 

1\lr. WHITING said: 
In the first place, I wish to settle finally these allusions to P resi

dent Felton. I will again state that the letter which :Mr. Jones has 
read was written by · President Felton in August, 1859, and is in 
regard to Spiritualism generally. In it I am only mentioned inci
dentally. In the winter of 1858, I had several investigations with 
the Faculty of Harvard College. There were present at these inves
tigations very large audiences. President Felton, at this time, said 
that even sh®uld I improvise a poem in Italian, it would be no evi
dence that I was influenced by the spirit of a deceased Italian poet. 
This was one reason assigned at the time for not giving the Italian 
improvisation in public. Another reason was that very few persons in 
the audience understood Italian, and a poem recited in that language 
would be uninteresting to them. But I wish to call upon a gentle
man who was present at these investigations, and who is here to-night, 
to state just what President Felton did then say concerning me. 

l\lr. LouD, a gentleman residing at Decatur, and the Principal of 
the Public School there, here arose and stated that what l\lr. Whiting 
had said in reference to President Felton was strictly true; that he, 
l\Ir. Loud, was present at the meetings which l\Ir. Whiting had with 
the Harvard Professors; that President Felton paid the highest com
pliments to l\Ir. \\Thiting, saying that the poem which he had recited 
was original and beautiful, and that he, Felton, had himself selected 
the subject. President Felton said that there was nothing superior 
to the language and sentiment of this poem in the writings of Plato 
or Socrates- and indeed, gave to ~Ir. Whiting as high a compliment 
as could be imagined. 

:Mr. "\VHITING continued: 
I will now resume the discussion where I left off-and this was 

where we were considering the question of plagarized poetry. I had 
brought forward that splendid and beautiful poem inspired by the 
spirit of Edgar Allan Poe, as an evidence of the truth of spiritual 
communion. In order to rebut this evidence, my friend shows that 
a girl plagarized a hymn from a Baptist Hymn Book-a girl too, who 
coul~ neither read or write! That is something singular on the face 
of it. 'l\Iy friend read the entire hymn from the hymn book, but 
only one verse of the hymn said to have been written by the servant 
girl who could neither rend or write. I never heard of this alleged 
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plagarism before, but I will not attempt to dispute it. But admitting 
it, does it prove that the poem which I have read docs not come from 
the spirit of Poe? Does it prove that the various spiritual manifes
tations which we have mentioned here, do not bear on themselves the 
mark of spirit origin ? 1\Iy friend still lays stress upon the necessity 
of producing spiritual manifestations in your presence; and sets aside 
all the positive and uncontradicted evidence I have produced. But 
will tl1at set it aside iu your mind ? Then my friend goes on, very 
much in the style and language of Prof. Grimes, to lead you to the 
idea that no evidence has been produced, and that tests must be 
made by spirits here and now. The character of the argument my 
opponent has followed, seems as if he wanted to make it appear that 
because the manifestations did not occur here, the whole theory and 
system of Spiritualism was an imposture. But cv.idencc that is good 
at all, is as good when it comes from a distance as when it is p~o
duced at home. The question we are debating is the origin of these 
manifestations. How can we conduct a debate without argument; 
how can we argue unless we produce evidence to . argue upon? But, 
exclaims my friend, if I will not do that which I have never claimed 
to be able to do, I must give up the debate ! 1Vhy? Because he 
rejects the evidence which I have produced here. But we have 
brought here the very best evidence-the evidence of witnesses who 
cannot be impeached-which carries with it the weight of learning, 
of judicial lore, of social standing and position. My friend says 
that if he was a little more versed in literature, he could discover the 
source from which all the alleged spiritual poetry has been stolen. 
Now President Felton is a profoundly learned man, and he admitted 
the entire originality of the poem improvised under spiri t influence 
by your speaker. How does it happen that the learned men of 
Europe, whose knowledge of literature, both ancient and modern, is 
exhaustive, are gulled by these mediums? No! It is these men, 
who can look into the lore of the past, and who are conversant with 
the learning of the present day, who become Spiritualists. It is those 
who. have read of Socrates and his demon; of Pluto and his angels; 
of the Poems of Hesiod; of Philo Judeas, who declared that the 
angels of the Jews were the Ileroes of the Grecians, and that the air. 
is full of angels, who are the spiri~s of human beings; it is these 
men who acknowledge the truth of Spiritualism; it is these men, who 
have the best means of detecting plagarism and imposture, who ac
knowledge the originality and the truth of spiritual communication. 
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If this charge of fraud is true, why has not the system of Spiritualism 
long since been exploded? Why has it spread with such astonishing 
rapidity within the last twelve years? Why has it made its way into 
every city, and every village and hamlet in the land? Why do we 
find these learned, candid and scientific men avowing their firm belief 
in its t ruth ? There is Robert Dale Owen, late United States ~lin
ister to Naples, for many years a prominent public man in our neigh
boring State of Indiana, and the son of the great philosopher and 
author, Robert Owen- he has lately published a book entitled 
"Footfalls upon the Boundery of another World," filled with nara
tives of modern spiritual manifestations, extending back for a period 
of two hundred years. In this book he declares his belief in the 
spiritual origin of the manifestations which we are now discussing. 
Is such evidence as this worth nothing ? In this book 1\lr. Owen 
gives us a lengthy account of the apparition of the Drummer at Ted
worth, and says that this has never been accounted for on any other 
hypothesis than that of spiritual origin. 

While on the subject of evidence, we may as well exhaust the sub
j ect at once. We differ with our opponent in regard to our views of 
evidence. We shall leave each individual to decide for himself what 
con,incing evidence is. The subject is not to be left to the decision 
of any committee, or to a vote of the audience. I shall leave it to 
the candid utterance of every unprejudiced heart to decide for itself 
what is sufficient to convince it. I never have set up any claim to be 
able to produce test manifestations of the truth of Spiritualism, and 
to give convincing proof thereof. I have informed my opponent of 
this fact before this debate. He continually sneers at the idea that 
certain conditions are pre-requisite to be observed before the mani
festations can occur, and at the suppositi()n that he is not receptiYe. 
He says that he has investigated the subject to some extent; aud 
this morning he said he was convinced that the claims of Spiritualism 
were false. Now he says, would to God that the thing was true ! He 
shows some signs of conversion. If he continues his investigations, 
notwithstanding the obstacles and temptations which are in his way, 
he will become converted; but even for the sake of converting him, 
I will not try to p~oduce here forms of manifestations, which I have 
never claimed to be able to produce. Is not the evidence I have 
already given conclusive? I have given names, dates, persons and 
places ; and this evidence is what these witnesses belieY~ to be true, 
and what they have seen. We might quote many miracles of healing. 
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Who knows the influence of mind upon mind? These cures of heal
ing are performed through some law of which we are yet ignorant; 
but one thing we know, that no one can be cured of a real disease by 
the power of imagination alone. Your speaker's own case is an illus
tration of the value of spiritual communication, as applied to physical 
health. For many years·before I became a Spiritualist, I suffered from 
disease and pain; but since I have followed the impressions in regard 
to my health, which my spiritual guides have given me, I have been 
a model of health. This was a cure performed by no medicine, but 
by the effect of subtle influences brought to bear upon me. This 
would have been called a miracle in olden times. As we proceed in 
this discussion, we shall quote many cases of healing by the laying on 
of hands; of others, by the prescription of certain roots and herbs, 
which were unknown to the healing medium until revealed by the 
spirit directing him. Dr. Slade has performed many wonderful cures. 
He is a man of no medical education, but is influenced by the spirit 
of an Indian medicine man. He has cured his patients in every in
stance; and those who know and can testify of these things, live all 
along the road from Detroit to Chicago. Of portraits painted by 
spirit h::mds, the evidences are abundant. One that I have is the por
trait of a venerable Persian, and was drawn in forty minutes. An
other that I have is of a man of Italian visage and of dark complexion, 
wearing a painted cape,- and encircled with a wreath of leaves and 
flowers. It was executed in two hours; and an artist told me that it 
would require the best painter two hours to make the eyes alone of 
that portrait; yet the whole portrait was done in two hours-more 
quickly than any human hand could do it. 1\-Ir. Lewis Bascombe, of 
Jackson, has a portrait of his deceased child, painted by the spirits, 
and a perfect likeness; l\1r. Wood, of Jackson, has the portraits of 
two of his children; and l\ir. Anderson, the artist-medium who drew 
these pictures, never saw the parties whose portraits they were. 
These things demonstrate their own truth, and are the living evi
dences of Spiritualism. Among the portraits thus painted by spirit 
hands, arc those of the father and mother of 1\lr. Cathcart, before 
alluded to. They have both been dead forty years, and Rogers, the 
medium artist, was only twenty-eight years old, and no portrait or 
daguerreotype of the deceased persons was left behind them; yet so 
perfect was the likenesses, that they were at once recognized. John 
W. Armstrong, of Laporte, has his wife's father's portrait; and he died 
leaving neither a portrait or a daguerreotype; and yet his son recog-



MODERN SPIRITUALISM. 61 

nized the spirit portrait as a perfect likeness. Who else could paint 
these portraits of departed ones but invisible spirits? l\Ir. Walcott, 
of Columbus, Ohio, has, under spiritual influence, drawn about one 
hundred portraits of departed ones. 1\Ir. Seth Henshaw, of Greens. 
boro, Indiana, has fifteen of these portraits. l\Ir. Henshaw never saw 
l\Ir. Walcott: he simply determines what portrait he wishes to obtain, 
writes to l\Ir. Walcott, and obtains it. He has likenesses of nearly 
all his deceased relatives and friends, and their perfect accuracy is 
attested by many. He has also a representation of himself as he 
would appear in his coffin; and yet the artist whose hand drew the 
picture never saw him. Now, my friend may say, Oh, we don't know 
that these people exist at all. But there these pictures arc, and t.hey 
speak to that sentimentality of the human soul, of which our friend 
has told us, and breathe a language which no ridicule can destroy, 
ancl afford an evidence of the truth of Spiritualism which every candid 
mind must accept. 

Here l\Ir. WHITING's time expired. 

1\IR. JONES' SEVENTH ARGUMENT. 

1\Ir. JoNES said-
! must first ask 1\Ir. Loud, the gentleman called as a witness by my 

friend, if his sympathies are with the Spiritualists? 
JYir. LouD replied, that he scarcely knew how to reply to that ques· 

tion. He did not know that his sympathies were much enlisted; but 
he had no prejudices against Spiritualism. 

1\Ir. JONES then asked Lawyer Cole, who was one of the audience, 
if it was not a postulate in law, that every case must be proved by its 
own appropriate evidence, and that no party can testify in his own 
behalf? To which questions l\Ir. Cole returned an affirmative response. 

))Jr. JoNES then proceeded-
! beg to thank my friend for his congratulations U}lOn my approach

ing con version to Spiritualism. He beautifully illustrates the dcclara tion 
of the poet-

"II ope springs immortal in the human breast, 
Man never is, but always to be blest," 

So it will prove, I fear, in regard to_ the hopes of my friend. I have 
not yet arrived at the goal of conversion, and the probabilities are 
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against my ever doing so. I have often been told that I am an im
pressionable medium, and that if I wished it I would make an excel
lent medium. I have not contradicted this. Hope springs immortal 
in the human breast. There is a good time coming; wait a little 
longer l 

~Iy friend declares, that although I proved that a poem stolen from 
a Baptist hymn book was palmed off as an improvisation by spirit 
influence through the organism of a servant girl who could not read or 
write, I have not proved tha.t the poem ·he read did not come, as he 
claims it did, from the spirit of Edgar Allan Poe. I think I did 
prove this by probable evidence. I have no positive means of know
ing it, but I believe it. 1\faking the admission that the hymn in 
question was stolen from the hymn book, and then palmed off by Spir- . 
itualists as a spiritual production, is fatal to their case. They admit 
that they have stolen from Tucker, and the probability is that the 
poem alleged to be Poe's is stolen also. And I should here remark, 
that it was not I , but the Spiritualists, who declared that this impro
vising servant girl could neither read or write. The fact that I have 
shown one plagarism, should prove my position as to the exceedingly 
hypothetical nature of these manifest,ations. 

Now, as to witnesses. We have the evidence of legal gentlemen 
that my positions are correct : that to prove any case, you must pro
duce appropriate evidence; and that witnesses cannot testify in their 
own behalf. We have, thus far, had nothing offered us on the nega
tive side of this debate but human testimony-very good in its way, 
perhaps, but not satisfactory and conclusive. Then all the witnesses 
my friend has called, were witnesses in their own behalf; and this 
fact would rule all their evidence out of any court, and I believe this 
audience will concur in this decision. Any imposture in the world 
can be proved to be true, if you allow its own advocates to testify in 
its behalf; any imposture, I say, and I call this spiritualism an impos
ture, and have endeavored to prove it so. In the very depth of my 
soul, I believe it to be the most gross imposture ever attempted to be 
played off upon poor humanity; and I shall continue to prove it to 
be so to the end of this debate. I call on my spiritualistic friends 
to prove their system not t~ be an imposture. They prove it by _a 
whole host of persons-four millions of people, say they, will swear 
to the same thing; and any imposture under heaven can be proved in 
this way, by allowing its dupes t( swear to its truth. Robert Dale 
Owen's book is in my library, ani tny one can re:id it who wants to, as 
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they can also any other of the five hundred \olumcs I ha\e. This 
book is filled with the most horrible ghost stories, which will make 
your hairs-like those of Hamlet when he beheld his father's spirit
to stand on end like quills upon the fretful porcupine. If you set up 
reading this book till twelve o'clock at night, you will not sleep any 
for horror the next day. Now, we used to have a man around here 
- Edward Hill by name-who could tell just as good a yarn as any 
that are told in Owen's book. Now, suppose you went to Hill and 
said to him, "Here, you have told such and such a story, and it is 
not true." "Well," he might reply, "I did tell it, and it is true, and 
I can bring a man to swear to it." Would that prove it? 

Now, as to the internal evidences of Spiritualism. 'V e spoke of 
the so-called "spiritual philosophy." I charge you by high Heaven 
not to forget these words, "spiritual philosophy!" I have here a book, 
written by Dr. Gordon, a pastor of the Dutch Reformed Church, 
entitled "A Threefold Test of :l\Iodern Spiritualism." W c will see 
how much of philosophy there is in this spiritualism-how nicely the 
revelations which it gives us agree with each other. My friend tells 
me that if I continue my investigations I will reach the goal of con
version to Spiritualism. Dr. Gordon tried eleven times, and he is still 
a minister. I read first from page 101 of his book: 

"DR. GORDON'S SIXTH SITTING. 
" J ANUARY 5th, 1856.-Called upon Mrs. C., a medium who has been before 

the public for six years, and has gained the reputation of being one of the 
very best test mediums. I asked for the best test, and she also specified that 
of asking questions mentally. I wished to confine myself to subjects, which, 
in the nature of the case, spirits ought to know, and had prepa.i-cd a list. 
This medium informed me, that they could certainly answer whatever ques
tions related to spiritual matters. I then took my seat at the ta~le, wrote 
down t.he names of my friends who had left the form, and as before related, 
the spirit declared himself to be that of my maternal grandfather. To him I 
put the following questions : 

" 1. Are you acquainted with the matter of J udge Edmonds' publication on 
Spiritualism 1 Yes. 

" 2. Do you know as much as Judge Edmonds does? Yes. 
" 3. Is he sincere? Indefinite. 
" 4. Is be deluded? Yes. 
" 5. Are his books worthless? No. 
" 6. Can Spiritualism enable one to know the thoughls of others? Yes. 
" 7. Are not the thoughts of every one known to God alone? Yes. 
" 8. Are not the pretensions of Spiritualism false? No. 
" 9. Is it impossible for Spiritualism to demonstrate immortality in nny 

way? No. 
" 10. I s it impossible to demonstrate it by an appeal to the senses? Yes. 
"11. Is it impossible for the spir its of our departed friends to communicate 

with us whom they have left behind? Yes. 
"12. Is it impossible for them to labor for our redemption from sin? Yes. 
" 13. 1\Iust all redemption come through i t? No. 
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"14. Are not the pretensions of Spiritualism as to curing the sick, lame 
and blind, false? Indefinite. 

"15. Can Spiritualism make man realize what will be his condition in 
another world? Yes. 

" 16. Is it not impossible for man to do this by all that Spiritualism can do? 
Indefinite. 

"17. Are angels an order of beings distinct from tho souls of men? Yes. 
' ·18. Does Spiritualism lead to hypocrisy? Yes. 
"19. Does it prevent hypocrisy? Yes. 
"20. Does it lead to crime? Yes. 
"21. Does it deter from crime? No. 
" 22. Does it recognize Pantheism? No. 
"23. Docs it assert, without proving, the immortality of tho soul? No. 
"24. Does it release man from responsibility to God? Yes. 
"25. Are the most essential claims made by Judge Edmonds in behalf of 

Spiritualism false? Yes. 
"26. Can I become a medium? No. 
"27. In what sphere are you now? In the sixth sphere. 
'· 28. How long since you left the form? Ninety ye11rs 11go. 1\ly mother 

has just completed her seventy·ninth year. 
"29. Did you die in England? No. In Scotland? No. In Ireland? No. 

In France? Yes.- Untrue."- Gordon's Threefold Test, pp. 101, 2, 3. · 

Then I read from page 113-

"TENTH SITTING. 

''APRIL 20th.-Visited the medium, Mr. Conkling, and occupied an hour in 
the prosecution of my design. When I took my seat at the table, after a 
short time a spirit announced itself. I took slips of paper, and wrote father 
upon one, folding it up; grandfather upon another, and friend upon another. 
The spirit rapped, denoting that he was a friend an<l not a relation. I re
membered that I h&d this morning wished my friend G. to announce himself, 
a.nd, therefore, wrote his name privately; but before I had finished H, the 
table made a tumultuous noise, jostling itself out of place, to assure me of the 
presence of my friend, Rev. G. I. G. The paper on which I m·ote his name 
I put in my pocket. My :first questions were speculative, previously prepared, 
and put mentally as follows: 

"Do you belong to one of the higher spheres? Yes, t.he sixth. 
"Are you able to enlighten me on theological and spiritual facts and 

doctrines? Yes. 
"Are the scriptures unworthy of reliance? Yes. 
"Were their reputed authors fictitious characters? No. 
"Were they real characters? Yes. 
"Is the doctrine of plenary inspiration of the Bible true? No. 
"Is it false doctrine ? Yes. 
"Are the scriptures a guide superior to reason? Y cs. 
"Are the scriptures a guide inferior to reason? Yes. 
"Were the manifestations of heathen mythology of the same origin 11s those 

of modern spiritualism? Yes. • 
"Were they truly from the spirit world? Yes. 
"Arc the munifestations of ancient hen.then oracles 11nd of modern spiritu-

alism alike referable to Demonology? Yes. 
"Is Demonology a mass of fiction? Yes. 
"Is the river Styx. a reality? Yes. 
"Is the river Lethe a reality? Yes. 
''Is Charon a real personage? Yes. 
"Was the religion of the ancient Egyptians superior to that of the Hebrews? 

Yes. 
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"Is God the soul of the universe ? A tumultuous Yes. 
"Does he ben.r the same relation to it as the human soul bears to the human 

body? A tumultuous Yes. 
"Has God n. body like that of man? 1 es. 
''Is he the essence of mn.tter? A tumultuous Yes. 
"Is the individuality of God n. fiction ? A. tumultuous Yes. 
"Is the unity of God n. fiction? Yes. 
"Is plurality in God a :fiction? Yes. 
"Is the trinity a fundamental error ? res. 
"Is the trinity a fundamental truth ? Yes. 
"ls Christ nn unreal being? Yes. 
"Is Christ a real being? Yes. 
"Is Christ God and mnn united? Yes. 
"Is Christ's nature truly taught in the scriptures? No. 
"Do you believe in the decrees of God! Yes. 
"Are the decrees of God fictitious ? Yes. 
"ls the Bible account of creation false? Yes. 
"Is the Bible account of creation true? 1 es." 

Now I wish to give you some revelations which I had in my own 
person. I 'Yait~d upon the renowned test medium, ~Iiss Ada Hoyt, 
at the recommendation of my friend, in Chicago, on Friday morning 
last. She directed me to sit down at the table and write the names 
of the persons from whom I desired communications) on slips of paper. 
I thus wrote the name of my mother, my sister, my aunt and my 
father. I wrote the maiden name of my mother and my sister, my 
aunt's married name and the sir-name of my father. ~liss Hoyt then 
sat down at the table, and, picking up one of the ballots-which were 
folded tightly-asked, "Is the spirit of this one here?" Three raps 
were instantly heard, signifying yes. Seizing a pencil, ~!iss Hoyt 
then wrote backwards the name of Ann Clough, which was the name 
upon the ballot, and the maiden name of my mother. ".Are you the 
spirit of my mother?" I asked. Three raps was the reply. "\Yhere 
did you die ?'' A number of places were written down, and the raps 
indicated that the place of her decease -was Paris. ".At what age did 
you die?" A number of figures were written down, and sixty-nine 
years was designated as the age. The disease which caused her death 
was in like manner stated to be pneumonia, and the year of her death, 
185 7. I then asked, ·'In what sphere are you now?" "In the 
fifth ," was the reply. Thinks I , how could you know I w:mted to 
have a communication from a spirit in the fifth sphere? "Is Spirit
ualismahumbug?" I asked. "Yes,"was the reply. "Is there a 
hell ?" "Yes." " I s hell a fable?" No answer. ".Am I doing 
right in exposing the humbug of Spiritualism ?" " Yes," was the 
reply. 

Here l\Ir. JONES' time expired. 

5 
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1\IH. "\VHITING'S SEVENTH REPLICATION. 

:)Ir. WHITI NG said-
I now propose to read a well au thenticated statement of the cures 

performed by spiritual agency through Dr. J . R. Newton, who was 
a merchant of Cincinnati, engaged in a lucratiye business, but who 
gave up that occupation at the command of the spirits, and devoted 
h imself to the performance of these cures. This statement is as 
follows: 

"CURES B7 DR. NEWTON. 

"EDITORS OF THE BANNER OF LIGHT : Some weeks since, I gave a brief 
statement in your columns of remarkn.ble cases of disease cured through the 
instrumentality of Dr. J. R. Newton, at No. 40 Edinboro' str eet, corner of 
Deach street, in this city. Since that time I have r eceived very many letters 
of inquiry fr om all sections of the country, asking for information in regard 
to his powers and his ability to. cure the various forms of disease to which 
flesh is heir. I therefore take this time to fulfill my promise to furnish a few 
of the vnst number of wonderful cures performed by Dr. X. since his resi
dence in Bo ton, and to ans,ver my numerous concspondents (presuming that 
they all take and pay for the BAN~ER ), and thus save myself mnch time and 
trouble, which would be necessary to answer ea,ch individual :tddressing me. 
These cases can be referred to by those who are skeptical. 

''Dr. NewLon informs me, t.hat the cbss of cases in which be bn.s the most 
universal success, nre those known under the general ben.d of .Fema,le Com
plainl.l:i, which, in the most. a.ggrava.tecl forms, are cured almost universally; 
but all will perceive that the patients, from motives of delicacy, do not like lo 
have them published. He is also r emarlmbly snccossful in I)ara.lysis, Rheum~ 
atism, Blindness, Deafness, Con tracted l\Iusclcs, Spinu.l Curvature, H ip Disease, 
Tumors, Cho1·ea or St. Vi tus Dance, and .Enlargement of the Joints; but he 
makes no pretension of being able to cure a.Il who n.pply. 

"The following arc some of the many cures ""hich hnse lately been effected : 
"l\liss Julin. Estabrook, of Brooklyn, N.Y., came ou Thursday last with a 

withered limb and two crutches. Restored in thirty minutes, :wu walked to 
her bo:trding place without crutches. 

":\Irs. Esther Davis, f1·om W:trner, X. II., could "·a.lk but little, and had 
been a mute for seven years. After the first. operation, walked over a mile 
and spoke for the first time; a letter since received with her miniature, ex
presses her thanks that she is enabled to talk with her family, and general 
health impro>ed. 

''IIannnh n. George, of Concord, had no use of her neck, knees or arms. 
Restored by one operation. · 

"~ll·s. A. H. Wood, of Pepperell, )!ass., open cancer. After two operations 
the cancer ch·opped out and is healing. 

"Mrs. John Coyle, of Providence, lost the use of bor loft log, which was 
with creel ; used crutches fourteen months. Cured by one operMion. 

"1\Iiss Lucina Parment.er, of Lowell, had dropsy so that she was unable t.o 
walk. Cured by one operation . 

"Edwin Hatch, of East Boston, scrofulous humor an<l rheumatism; on bed 
six months, and then could only walk with crutches. Curc<.l by ono operation. 

"1\frs. Lhedec, of No. 10 Biller ica street, l3ost.on, h n.d withered hnn<l, en
tirely useless, caused by cancer; a great sufferer-could not sloep for eight · 
nig~ts. Cured by one operation. 
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")Iiss Abby llartlet.t, of Bosto~ could not speak even in n whisper fo1· 
e:igbt mouths. Perfectly cured in ten minutes. The next day her friend, 
Mrs. Snmuel Stevens of this city- fourteen months without speaking-was 
restored in two minu tes. 

")frs. Wise, 31 Central Ave~ue, Chelsea, cured of cancer by one operation. 
"Capt. Daniel Cavanaugh, Jr., of steam tow-boat, Charles !liver, had 

cough-thought to be in consumption. Cured 'l)y one operation. Will be 
pleased to answer any questions. 

"Charles II. Lane, of Somerville, bact hip complaint n.nd rheumatism; 
walked with ca.ne or crutch; a.fter one opc1·ation walked without either. 

"l\Irs. 'l'aylo1·, of Dorchester, wu.s bed-ridden three years with 'pine disease 
and female weakness; had never borne any weight upon h er feet during that 
time. In thirty minutes she wn.s enabled to walk around the room. This 
cu1·e was effected in the evening. She hu.s been well ever since. Physicians 
say U~ is the grcntest cure on record. 

"-)Irs. Fairfield, of Dorchester-confined to the house m:1.ny years-was 
cured on Sumlay, while her husband was at church, anu she walked out to 
meet him. 

"Charles Thurber , of Providence, cured of epilepsy by one operation. 
Had spasJilS daily before being cured. 

":\lrs. Wait, of Lynn, ~fass., cured of dropsy; one operation. Weighed 
two hundred and twenty-seven pounds; reduced to two hundred pounds: is 
at work, as well as ever. 

"John Donahue. of North Bridgewater; walked with crutchc ; cured by 
one operation, and left his crutches. 

"Elizabeth B. Southwick, of South Danver s; spine complaint~ had not 
walked for sixteen mouths; brought in arms. After fifteen minutes' operation 
walked two miles. 

"Anna Kiohol~on, of 388 Hanover street, Boston; blindness from birth. 
Curetl in one operation. · 

":\frs. WooLl ward, Lowell; spine complaint and female weakness; could not 
even feed herself. Clll'ed. 

"Cl:trn. A. Urann, of Boston ; spjne disease; hnd walked but n short dis
ta.nce for two years. Is perfectly restored, and enjoys better health than eYer 
before. 

"The question is often asked, 'Are these cures permanent?' I answer, 
that, from the na.ture of the cases of the persons who call npon Dr. Ncwt.on 
for relief, it cannot l)e expected tha.t the cures could all be permanent, when 
only one operation is performed ; yet, the fact tlmt lcmpot·:ny relief is ob
tained in tho!:'e cases where a11 other means ha>e been exhau~tcu in Yain, fur
nishes >ery stronc,. presumptive evidence that the cure wHl hccome pel'manent 

0 • • 
by attention to the menus he employs. Those who have gn•en attentiOn to 
the magnetic laws which govern this method of cure, willren.dily percciYe the 
impossibility of any one person effecting favorably all who arc disea.setl. But 
I will venture the opinion, that a parallel cannot be found in anci<.'nt or moll
ern times, in sacred or profn.ne history, where ::my individual has J'elicvetl 
such large numbers of tbe afflicted as h as Dr. N. This fact will be m:ule up
parent to any person who will visit his rooms, and look at the collection of 
crutches and canes which the cured lame haYe left-the spectacles the blind 
h ave dispensed with, n.nd the othe1· surgical a.pplia nccs usc<l in i-~pinnl and 
other complaints; which t.be cured have cast off, which he hn~ as trophies of 
his wonderful and miraculous gift of healing ''Hhout medicine, or any other 
extraneous or artificial aids. 

"llut I will conclude this already too long com.mnnicat.ion, by snying that 
I should have fulfi lled my promise to fm·nish repods of cnsc~ hefore, l1ll1l noL 
it been for the fact that Dr. N. objected to anyth ing lhn.t look('1l like lHher
tising or puffing, and it is only nt tho solicitation ot~ mnt~y friends lhnt. he l!l1R 
consen1 ed to the publ ication of these few eases. "hn.t lS tltc power ~y wh1ch 
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these wonderful and miraculous cures are performed ? Ple:tsc answer, ye 
savans of science. 

"Yours, in behalf of the suffering, 

"H. F. G.ARDXER, l\1. D. 
"BosToN, Dec. 20, 1860." 

These miracles contain within themselves evidence of a superior 
and supernal power. ""\Vherever was there a man who performed 
such cures as these ? Dr. Newton does not do these cures for pay
he heals all the poor who come unto him vvithout pay, and leaves it 
to those who are able and willing to pay him to contribute to his sup
port. I know this of my own knowledge. It is not a lust fora.gain 
that actuates him. He is a modest and retiring man. I heard a 
man in Cincinnati say that Dr. Newton had a whole box full of spec
tacles and crutches, which had been left with him by· those whom he 
had cured of their afilictions, and whom he had restored to sight and 
the use of their limbs. Laying on of hands is no new mode of cure. 
It is acknowledged to have been a part of the early Christian religion, 
and to have always existed. These manifestations, I repeat, show a 
power beyond man; they are, however, but a few cases out of many. 
lHy friend may say that this is no evidence j but there it is : it has 
never been contradicted. ·These persons who have been cured are not 
fictitious persons; their name and place of residence is given, and the 
date of their cure. What does this show ? That the gift of healing 
by the laying on of hands is in the world, and that it claims to 
be of spiritual origin. JYiany of the persons cured by Dr. Newton 
were not Spiritualists: some of the testimony we have introduced 
does not come from Spiritualists; and if my witnesses are Spiritual
ists, that does not make Spiritualism prove itself. The spirits are not 
holding this debate. These witnesses are candid seekers a.fter truth, 
who are testifying to what they have seen and realized. 

Have I put forth any claim to demonstrate the truth of Spiritual
ism by actual manifestations? No; but simply by evidence that 
would be received in any court of justice in the land. ~Iy friend 
quotes from Dr. Gordon j who he is, I know not. His testimony is 
just as reliable as mine, and no more so. I do not know why I should 
take l1is word any sooner than that of :Miss Hoyt, or any one else. 
Admitting that Dr. Gordon's interview is truthfully told, what does 
it prove? Either that the spirit which communicated with him was 
a lying spirit, or else that he so influenced the medium as to cause her 
to write down these answers. I have seen people do this, while the 
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spirit was endeavoring to obtain control of the medium. Beside this, 
it is easy to conceive of contradictions where none really exist. If 
the spirit that communicated with Dr. Gordon did say what he alleges 
it dicl, it was a lying spirit: a. lying spirit may say it inhabits the 
sixth sphere as easily as it could say it lived in the first sphere. Like 
attracts like. There is wisdom in the old adage about answering a. 
fool according to his folly. These people who come to spirit mediums 
wishing to obtain lies, often get just what they come after. We do 
not say that Dr. Gordon and my opponent visited these mediums de
siring to obtaiu lying responses to their questions j but we do say that 
they ·were disposed to find what they could to prove Spiritualism false. 
~Iy friend says the spirits told him he was doing right in exposing 
the humbug of Spiritualism. I say so too. I am glad to see a clergy
man willing to come out and discuss the subject of Spiritualism. 
Spiritualism beiug a truth, all that h e, or any other man, can say 
against it, cannot injure it j but only will redound to its credit and to 
the comfort of its believers. Although there are good, bad and indif
ferent spirits, the fact that some of them lie sometimes, does not 
prove they don't exist. If we lie, does that prove we are not men? 
What made the raps that Dr. Gordon heard, and that occurred in the 
presence of my opponent? I hope my friend will explain that. 
These spirits claim they are spirits, and if they are false and mis
taken in any of their statements, does that prove they arc non-exist
ent? The fact that an untruth is spoken does not prove that he who 
spoke it is not a spirit. The spirit world is full of people like your
selves; and if you send so many thieV'es and murderers and liars into 
the next world, as yon are in the habit of doing, can you wonder that 
some of them return and lie as they did when on earth ? All of 
this evidence about the false statements made by spirits, does not 
show that the origin of spirit manifestations is hypothetical. It may 
show that there are lying spirits, or it may demonstrate the uncandid 
and untruthful spirit of the questioner. J'here is no standard of be
lief or unbelief among Spiritualists j and when my friend shows the 
existence of contradictions among the revelations of spirits, he shows 
nothing that pr.oves the non-existence of spirits, and nothing which 
affects Spiritualists. They are bound by no articles of faith or creed, 
but believe each for himself-and so do the spirits thcmsclYes. 

The witnesses that my friend produces are more prejudiced tl1an 
mine are. Professor :Jiatteson and P1·ofcssor Grimes, we know, are 
prejudiced, and perhaps Dr. Gordon likewise. \Y e know the first 
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two; and we speak understandingly when we say, that they nrc in no 
better odor than the spiritualistic witnesses are. 

IIerc l\Ir. "\VHITING's time e::s:pired. 

l\Ill. JONES' EIGHTH ARGUl)JENT. 

:Mr. JONES said-
I left off' last night just as I had commenced to giYe all account of 

my interview with l\Iiss H oyt. I left off at the point where I had 
called np the spirit of my mother, and sh e h ad informed me that I 
was doing righ t to expose the humbug of Spiritnalism. ~ow, thil-3 is 
·an orthodox ruedinm, according to my frieml's standard. l\Iiss Hoyt 
is admitted to be the best test medium in the U nitetl State . Sh e is 

endorsed by all the Spiritualists in Chicago and e' erywhere else. 
~ow I wi11 read the full account of my inteiTiew with h er: 

THE RES1ILT OF A SITTIXG FOrt ~~E~T.\.L TESTS IL\D 1\TTII :HISS 
.ADA HOYT 1\IYSELJ?. 

FIRST, ANN CrJouou.-The spirit, by the hand of the medium, 
wrote its name j when the following questions were <ltl<hcl:ised, aml 
the following answers given : 

1. Are you the spirit of my mother? Three raps-Y c::;. 
2. \Yhere did you die? Paris. 
3. 'Yhat age were yon when you died? Sixty-uiue. 
4. Of what disease did you die? Pneumonia. 
5. In what year did you die? 1857. 
6. In what S})here are you now? In the fifth sphere. 
7. Is Spiritualism a humbng? Yes. 
8. I s there a hell ? Yes. 
9. I s hell :t fable? No answer. 

10. Am I doing r ight in exposing the 1nunlmg of Spiritun1i~m? 
~ 

Yes. 
11. Is the Devil a real being? Doubtful. 

12. I s the Devil a fabulous being? Doubtful. 
l\Iy mother is still alive. 
N e.x.t came the spirit of my aunt, .Mary Simpson; the nnmc 'i\,.US 

wl'ittcn as boforo, wl1en the following were asketl :1nd answereu : 
1. A rc you the spirit of my aunt? Y cs. 
2. ·where did you die ? No answer. 

' 



MODER~ SPIRITUALIS:\1. 11 

3. Of what disease did you die? Disease of the heart. (False.) 
4. In what town were you interred? Sheffiel<.l. (False.) 

)ly si ter, ~Iary J ones, came next, and after the name was written, 
we proposed questions and recei\ed answers in the following manner: 

1. Are you the spirit of my sister? Yes. 
2. Are you a personating demon, or the re&l spirit of 1\Iary .Jones? 

No answer. 
3. Where did you die? Xo answer. 
4. Of what disease did you die? Therapeutics. (False and 

foolish.) 
5. IlaT"e you met with mother in the spheres? Yes. (False.) 

Here several questions were m·itten, but no answer came j there
fore we put the following : 

6. But tell me why will you not answer my questions; I lo,~ed 

you dearly in the form, and, as I am an earnest and sincere inquirer, 
you should an.~wer me-

\Yhen the pencil was seized, and the following communication 
written: 

I cannot answer you as freely as I would wish, but will be with you 
in all your public labors. 

1 • In what sphere are you now? .'No answer. 
8. Is Spiritualism false ? X o answer. 
9. Are you in heaven ? No answer. 

10. Is hell a fable? No answer. 
11. In what sphere are you now? This question was twice put, but 

receh-cJ no answer. 
:Sow, ]t will be seen that many of these replies were utterly fabe, 

and that some of the others were self-contradictio~. ::.\Iy mother is 
linng in London : \IC had a letter from her a \cry short time since, 
as my wife, who is here present, can atteEt; yet she came up at the 
bidding of )!iss Hoyt, and communed with me as a departed ~pirit. 
Oh, blessed Spiritualism! \Yill we not bow down and wor~hip this 
new revelation : The profession of the Spiritualist is. that when 
communications from the spirits are written, the ineuiurn write::. only 
as she is goyerned; or rather that the spirit uses the hand. of the 
medium. X ow, it is very strange that )lai~y .Jones and _\.nn Clough 
and another, should each write precisely the same hand. X ow, if 
any one chooses to examine this paper, they will see that the writing 
of ) Iiss Hoyt is here ; for under each word writt~n by the spirits: she 
wrote the same word in her own handwriting, that I might reatl it 
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more easily; and it is apparent that the writing of l\liss Ada Hoyt is 
very like that of Ann Clough and l\lary Jones. Thus on the very 
face of this appears a forgery. This spirit of :Jiary Jones tells a lie, 
that she has seen the spirit of my mother; and the spirit of my 
mother tells a lie, that she died in Paris, in 1857, when she is still 
alive. I wish to observe in this connection, that I changed my mode 
of writjng questions, when with :Miss lioyt, several times. I am 
intimately acquainted with Prof. Grimes' work on Spiritualism; and 
he says that the medium, through long practice and delicate appre
hension, catches the movement of the top of the pencil as the ques
tions are written, and thereby understands what words are written. 
I tried the plan of concealing the top of the pencil, and to the ques
tions thus written, I received no response, or a wrong one. 

The Rev. W. }I. Ferris, of New York, had an interview with a 
test medium of this kind, and I will read what he says of his 
expenence : 

EXTRACT FROM AN ARTICLE, BY REV. W. II. FERRIS, IN THE 
LADIES' REPOSITORY FOR 185G. 

" I will conclude this number by a single statement of an interview I had 
with one of the mediums in Broadwn.y, New York, last September. * * * 
I wrote the no.me of a gentleman friend, with o. large family, who had been 
dead four years, and was about fifty years of age at the lime of his decease, 
which occurred in New York City. I then enquired-

" 1. How long have you been dead'? Five years. 
"2. Where did you die? In Albany. 
"3. In what State? Connecticut. -
" 4. Of what disease? Fevel'. (This was correct.) 
"5. When were you born? 1828. 
" G. Are you male or female ? Female. 
" 7. i\Iarried or single ? Single. 
"While I was asking these questions, the medium was anxious to know 

whether the answers were correct. I declined informing her. I then wrote 
a number of questions, requiring a positive affirmative or negative answer, 
and inquired if the spirit would respond to them by my putting the pencil 
upon them, without my stating them. The ans,ver was Yes. Here are the 
questions; 

" 1. Is spirit rapping a delusion? Yes. 
"2. Are the mediums imposters? Yes. 
'' 3. Are the spirits all good ? Yes. 
"4. Are they spirits of devils? No. 
"5. Arc they spirits of dumb animals? A very violent Yes. 
"6. Are the spirits of the dead entirely removed from this w·orld ? Yes. 
" 7. Are there any spirits ? Yes. 
"8. Is Professor Brittain, editor of Spiritual Telegraph, a ghost? Yes. 
"9. Are the spirits all in hell? Yes. 
" 10. Are they all spirits of devils? Yes. 
"This question was written twice by mistake and answered both wnys. 
"11. Will all t.he medium and spirit rappers go to perdition? Yes. 
"Here she wanted to know if the answers were satisfactory. I offered to 
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read, but she did not care to hear. * * * * I paid her fifty cents and 
retired, "W"ell satisfied "W"ith my experiments among the spirits." 

X ow, my own experience confirms this, so far as it relates to the 
proceedings of the medium. She tried to deceive me by directing 
my attention to the wall. Don't you hear the raps on the wall? said 
she. No j but I heard them under the table. 

Now, I think that I have shown that not only is the origin of these 
spiritual manifcsta.tions very hypothetical, but that they arc certainly 
guilty of falsehood who uphold and sustain them. I think we can 
be just as certain that the whole thing is an imposture, as we should 
be if it were mathematically worked out before us. My friend last 
night made admissions, which brought him clear O\er to my side of 
the question j and I will make him prove that Spiritualism is wholly 
unreliable, by his own arguments. I will read from the Reporter's 
notes. ~Iy friend said-

'' I have never claimed to be able to produce test manifestations of 
the truth of Spiritualism and to gi\e convincing proof thereof." 

:Mark that 1 :Jiy friend is here to debate the question, whether 
spiritual manifestations are hypothetical in their origin; and now he 
declares that he never claimed to be able to give convincing proof 
that they are not hypothetical. Convincing proof! Do we not want 
convincing proof? Do not we cry out for certainty in this matter? 
I confess to you that my opponent is the ablest exponent of Spiritu
alism I have ever met or heard of j and yet he admits that he can 
give no convincing proof of the faith that is in him. "'y e claim, 
therefore, that we ha\e gained the case by his own admissions. 

Here )Ir. J O~Es' time expired. 

~IR. "'\HITIXG'S EIGHTH REPLICATIOX. 

:Jir. W HITIXG said-
'' I have never set up any claim to be able to produce test manifest

ations, or to give convincing proof thereof"-that is, by way of test 
manifestations.. These were the words I used, aud no doubt you un
derstood them so at the time. So much for the admission, out of 
which my friend has endea,ored to make so much capital. 

Now as to l\Iiss Ada Hoyt. As my opponent has had so much to 
say about her, I will read an article, written by one of tho editors of 
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the Chicago Democrat-a gentleman of education and intelligence 
enoug·h to conduct that paper, which is acknowledged) not only in 
Illinois but all over the Union, to be an able, influential and impartial 
journal. This edi tor , in the ordinary discharge of his duties as an 
editor, visited :\Iiss IIoyt, and wrote the following account of his 
interview, and publi~hcd it in his paper: 

'·SPilUTUAL 00:\Il\IU:SICATIO~S-CAN THE DEAD B.EYISIT US? 

"l<'or several months pas.t our cit.y has been th<: abode of what is termed a 
'test medium'-that is to say, a person claiming to be in such rapport with 
the spirits of the other worldt as to be able to c6mmunicat.e between them and 
their friends on earth at will, Rnd to n.fford such unmistakable evidence of the 
genuineness of these communicathns as to convince every one who witnessed 
them. Sometimes t.hese communications would be made thl'ougb the medium 
of J"aps; ngain the meuium would be coatrollotl by t.he spirits in such a mun
ner, tbn.t she would be mn.de to write messngos from them of singular appo
siteness n.ncl truth. l\Icn of all classes and professions iu li fe bo.d visileu this 
test medium, and experienced for themselves the wonders she revealed. 
Ln.wyers, clergymen, professional men, visited her, and cnme away bewildered 
n.nd amazed. All this coming to the ears of one of our repQrters, and the 
necessities of his business requiring him, like the nncient Athenians, to be 
ever learning an<l telling some new thing, be resolve(l to pay the me<lium a 
visit; and accordingly U.id so, accompanied by a frienu, on Snturdny lnst. 

")!iss Ada Hoyt, 'the medium aforesaid, resitles a.t Xo. 24 South Desplaines 
street. She is a very intelligent, lively and plea~;1nt young lady, petite in per
son, and l:l.dy like in demeanor. Receiving us politely, she direetetl our re
porter to seat himself at a table in the parlor, and write upon slips of paper 
the names of t.hose depn.rt.ed friends from whom he desired n. communication. 
The reporter did as he was directed, and entirely unseen either· by his friend 
or ~h e medium, wrote upon sevarn.te pieces of paper the names of four inui
viduals-one of 'wlloru had been dead some ten ye~Ll'S, one some nine years, 
and the other two only a few months. Tightly folding up these papers so that 
the nflmcs could not be seen, be signified that he wns ready t.o 1·eceive any 
communication: n.nd ~liss Hoyt sat down at the tnblc upon which the nn.mcs 
were placed. Upon this table were also several pencils :uul a number of 
sheets of paper. 

"Almost. immediately the band of the medium became spnsmodically con
vulseJ, t\.nd with a twitching movement she seizeu one of the pencils, and 
wrote rapidly upon a sheet of paper the following words : 

'''I am very !tappy at this opportumity to prove to you my immortality. Emma 
Potter. ' 

"Now, the name of Emma Potter was one of these written upon the papers. 
It wo.s the name of a htdy who died some years ago. ~o one had seen the 
name written ; no one had heard our reporter mention it; the person bearing 
it had never lived in this city, or in this State; she was not known here by 
any one, except our reporter. How, then, was the filet that the name had been 
discoYercd auu written, to be n.ccount.ed for? 

".Bnt our rcpo1-ter proceeded in his questions. He inquired how long since 
the spidL of his interlocutor bnd left the ear th. Loud 1·aps were instantly 
l1cartl upon the side of the wall, some eight or ten feet. f1·om the table at whieh 
we were sitting, and the correct. number of yem·s mHl months wus given. 
1'he pln.ec of her de<1th was then inquired n.nd given conectly. The ques tion 
was t.hen writt.en, 'By what men.ns were you aware of my wish to communi
cn.te with you?' 

"Before the question was quite completed the halld -of the medium became 
again agitated, n.nd as before wrote as follows : 
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"'I 1cas 'tci(h you and often toatch over you.' 
"As in the former case this ·writing was done upside down, nod was execl:

ted with "l'cat ra1)idity :mel dLtinctness. -when the raps occuned, they were 
sometimes '\"ery loud and distinct, sometimes exceedingly low and soft, ~ orne
times on tbe table, sometimes under the table, on the wall. upon tlle ceiling, 
etc. y· Cl'y soon our reporter was infol'med rhat another of the spirits whose 
name::; he had 'nil ten wnH pre ·ent. and in a few momen1s afterwards still an
other. The medium anti the friend who accompanied our reporter now began 
an animated con>ersntion ahout indifferent topics: leaYing the reporter to vur
sue his inve~tigations with the three spirits who were in rapport with him. 
They rapped answers to hi questions, sometimes not waiting until he had 
written them : sometimes in reply to questions spoken without writing, and 
sometimes compelling the hand of the medium to write the replies." 

I will now call upon a gentleman whom I sec in this audience: und 
who has had an interview with :Jliss H oyt, to state his experience of 
her manifestations. I allude to ~Ir. :X esbit. 

:Mr. XESBIT arose ar1d stated t.hat he saw ::Hiss Hoyt about two 
week, ago, at the hou ~e of a friend, in Dowagiac. :Jlichigan. I v.rotc 
some names on three pieces of paper, and folded them up tightly. 
On one of these ballot3 I wrote the names of my daughter~ , .Jiary 
and Elizabeth , and my brother J ames. ~Iiss Hoyt took up tl1is bal
lot and asked if the spirit whose name it contained was present. 
Three raps were gi,en in reply- and the name of )lary was written. 
c: .Are you often with me?" I asked. " Yes, and Libby too," was 
written in reply. The name of my other daughter I had written 
"Elizabeth" in the ballot, but " Libby ': was her usual name at home. 
I asked many other questions, which were answered with perfect 
correctness and satisfaction to me. It pro\'ed conclusi,ely to me that 
it was the spirit of my daughter who was conversing with me. I 
should state that I wrote the names upon the ballot in anoth er room, 
before I had seen ::\Iiss IIoyt. 

1\lr. "\\HITIXG resumed: 
So I have two witnesses: at least, as good as my opponent j and I 

should state also that :1\l i .. s Hoyt Q.'a\e an account of her in ten iew . '-' 

with :Jlr. Jones, to a gentleman who is here, which account conflicts 
with his, inasmuch as it alleges that )Ir. J ones ex:preEsed himself 
satisfied with the responses he recei\ed. 

X ow as to these test manifestations again. Before this debate took 
place, I told my fTiend that I did not claim to be a test medium , but 
that. I should claim to introduce the testimony of others respecting 
test mediums in this debate, to which be consented. lie entered 
into the debate with the understandimt that I did not claim to bo able ...... 

to produce test manifestations! and now he claims that no other kind 
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of evidence is good. Sometimes my friend admits that Spiritualists 
are respe~table and intelligent people; and again he denounces them 
all as fools or knaves. He said this morning that your speaker was 
demented, and now pays him the high compliment of saying that he 
is the ablest exponent of Spiritualism he has ever met or heard of. 
I repeat that I have never been able to give this kind of evidence of 
the truth of Spiritualism, and I never knew of a speaker being called 
upon to do it, except by Professor Grimes and 1\Ir. Jones. In my 
discussions with Rev. 1\Ir. Everett and lUr. Sapp, it was never 
asserted that it was necessary for me to do this. Even the Harvard 
Professors, who are opposed ~o Spiritualism, never demanded that I 
should do it. Debate is argument, not experiment or performance. 
I do not know but that I have as good a right to demand of him that 
he shall explain how these raps are made, as he has to demand that 
I shall produce these manifestations here. I shall say once for all to 
him that I am neither to be bullied, intimidated or put down. The 
witnesses for· ~Iiss Hoyt will speak for themselves. If the spirit 
claiming to be the spirit of his mother deceived him, there was 
deception somewhere-not nec-essarily on the part of the medium, 
but perhaps on the part of the questioner. If I were a spirit, and a 
person should approach me with a falsehood, I might, perhaps, on the 
principle of answering a fool according to his folly, reply to him with 
a falsehood. I do not say this would be so, but it might be. In re
ga.rd to the medium concerning whom he read from the Ladies' 
Repository, she might be reliable, but sl1e is nameless. The repu
tation of Miss :Hoyt is safe in the hands of the people of Chicago. 
The editor of the Ol~icago D emoc1·at says that when be visited her, 
he heard the taps on the wall, on the ceiling, and on the table. Is 
not his testimony good? There are these raps unaccounted for to 
this day, except upon the hypothesis of their spiritual origin. They 
have been heard for twelve years. Unnumbered millions are living 
evidences of the truths they have revealed. Every town and hamlet 
conta.in the evidences of their existence, and tl1ey speak a language 
which is unmistakable, and which no Professor has been able to ex
plain away. The Buffalo Doct<>rs endeavored to account for the raps 
and to explain them by natural causes ; but, notwithstanding their 
tests with glass jars and other methods, the raps continued as uuac
co~.ntable as before. Dr. 'N arner and ot,hcrs, who at first opposed 
this belief, were finally converted through their investigations by the 
Fox girls. 'Vhat produces these raps ? I really hope my friend will, 
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show to you how they a1·e made. We think we have a right to ask 
this. 

The spirit raps first occurred twelve years ago, in Rochester, Xew 
York, in the Fox family. These Fox girls were members of the 
l\iethodist church- good, tn1thful, and reliable people, but poor. I 
have heard aspersions cast upon their character in other places, but 
in their home, where they are best known, they are respected and 
esteemed. The raps continued, and all investigation has failed to 
solve them, upon any other hypothesis than the one of spiritual 
origin, to this day. Learned men have examined them. Robert 
Owen, an infidel through a long life, but who ever showed himself a 
true philanthropist, and the poor man's friend, through these simple 
raps became convinced, and although grey in infidel~ty , he saw in 
them the living evidences of his immortality. 

Here :)lr. WrriTING's time expired. 

1\IR. JONES' NINTH ARG Ul)IENT. 

:Mr. Jo~ES said-
I wish to ask a question or two of l\Ir. Nesbit. Did yon, 1'1Ir. 

Nesbit, put your papers on which you wrote the names, in a sealed 
envelope, or in an envelope at all? 

1\Ir. NESBIT-No sir. The papers were folded up-folded fourfold. 
l\Ir. J ONES-l\Iay I ask where this interview took place ? 
:r.Ir. NESBIT- At l\Ir. Heddings. He was not aware that I ever 

had children by the names I wrote. He lives ten miles from me, and 
I do not think he was ever in my house. 

)lr. JoNES resumed-
I wish my opponent to understand that we claim no more than is 

right by his acceptance of this challenge. We claim that the nega
tive shall proYe the opposite of my position. But to do t.his he gives 
us nothing but testimony no better than his own. He may intend to 
be honest enough,; but I know how much men are warped by preju
dice; and I say that such evidence is not competent. They ask us 
how do these manifestations come; and because we cannot explain it, 

· they then demand that you are to jump at the conclusion that they 
are of necessity of spiritual origin. That is the sort of logic they all 
indulge in. Now, to show you how fallacious this is, take an ill us-
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tration : A hod carrier observes, that when water is poured upon 
quicklime, the water becomes warm and boils. He don't know why 
it does this; he don't know but that a spirit produces this effect; he 
is legitimately entitled, by the logic of our spiritual friends, to con
clude that this effect is the result of a spiri tual cause. This is an 
enLirely analogous case. I stand here to expose this thing of Spirit
ualism, and, God helping me, I shall do my best to do so. No one 
shall quarrel with me, and then give me physical demonstrations that 
be js right. 1\Iy spiritual friends here have held many meetings in 
the school houses. They ha.ve had much to say in ridicule of t4e 
story of Jonah and the wlule; but they ha:ve no whales at all. 
\Vhen you expose the absurdity of their whale stories, they exclaim, 
oh, don't you remember Gallileo and his persecutors? If this be 
persecntion, be a-ssured that I shall persecute you to the extent of my 
ability. 

Oul' spirituaHstic friends here have abused and ridiculed the church 
again and again; and if I should call upon the audience to attest this 
by rising, I should see you all upon your feet. But when I come to 
tell them ~f their gullibility, tbe cry is, " Oh, you are a. blackguard," 
and I am told I am persecuting. I tell you aga.i n I shall persecute 
this ism to the utmost of my ability, and you haYe a right to perse
cute me in the same way. 

l\1y friend has endeavored to confuse the subject of evidence. .They 
claim that our evidence is no better than theirs. This is the sophism. 
It is ·the duty of my opponent to give the best evidence his case will 
afford. \Ve say that it affords and demands experimental evidence. 
The best evidence that my side of the case demands, I give all the 
t.ime. \VBl he do the same? He says the conditions are not right. 
'\Vhat! arc there not mediums enough here? I see many ladies be
fore me, and I hear of a lady here who can make a table go into 
convulsious. I see a gentleman here now who had to move from a 
certain bouse iu this village, because they could not go on with the 
manifestations while he was there. He was too antagonistic: you are 
always antagonistic when you want to get at the root of this mntter. 
'Ve demand that this experimental and practical proof shnJl be pro
duced here, or that my friend shall give up the discussion. Does -he 
object beca.use the room is not darkened? \Ve shall get some lumber 
and board up the wi~dows, so i t shall be dark. Does he demand some 
degree of what he calls "receptivity ?" I see a great deal of it in 
the faces of some of the audience. They will receive this thing 
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when it is done, and not before. I am not pressing my fr1en<.l indi
'idually to do this thing. I don't care who does it. Let him send 
to Chicago for l\Iiss Ada Hoyt, and I ~ill pay all her expenses) if I 
cannot expose her. 

Xow, let us come to the statements of )lr. \Yhiting. I am glad 
that he made certain admissions last nig·ht. In these admission~. I 

'-

sec the signs of hi" conversion from the error of his ways. They 
were as follows: that he .. could not gi'\"e proof that these manifesta
tions came from spirits; that if required to giYe this proof~ he must 
give up the discussion ; that spirits of the sixth sphere may lie, or 
that some one may lie iu their name. \rhat au admission in a debate 
like this! Think of it, loving mother, yearning to commune again 
with the spirit of your departed daughter-by the admissions of my 
friend you may be clasping a vampire to your brea._ t! Think of it, 
mother, as you think of the infant who has passed away from you 
and desire to have it return; bewa.re lest some lying spirit from the 
sixth sphere should dec~i-re you. Is it posjhle? Your own expo
nent of spiritual faith has admitted that you may be deceh·cd. Tiy 
what standard are we to know that the spirits pm·porting to be our 
friend. are so in reality, when one may come and dccei,·e us alto
gether? If we are thus liable to be deceived, where is the ennobling 
influence of Spiritualism to come from? Tell me, ye wise ones, 
where is its sublimity? It rests on an airy foundation; one breath 
may make it vanish : for if you cannot determine that this spirit 
pretending to be your infant is really yours, how do you know that it 
may not be some fiend from hell to stab you to the heart? By what 
standard are we to determine the truth of a spirit? ...:~h, each spirit 

bears its impress upon itself, we aTe told. Does it: indeed? and thus 
a continued lie may at la t bring out the truth ~ That is agonizing 
comfort. 1tiy friend has declared that the spirits may <.leceiYe us. 
I f so in one case, why not in another? llo"W, then, do you get your 
reYelations? In this way, you reply : that which is truth. we helie\e j 
that which is falsehood, we reject. I f ~e know it to be truth: it is 
truth : the standard is in ourselves ! What sort of a re·relation is 
this, then, that tells you just what you knew before? Anothel' ad
mission made by my friend was, that an inquirer recei\es fmm the 
spirits just such answers as he wishes, and that a fool i1::1 answered 
according to his folly. We say just the same. You can lutth.c them 
do anything you please. 

'Mr. J o~ES here read some recommendations of some patent pilla 

from an almanac) aud said-
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That is just as strong as the recommendations of the wonderful 
cures my fr iend has read to us. You accuse a man of beiug an im
poster, and he brings a hundred men to swear that he is not. That 
is exactly the logic of my friend. If he can oYcrthrow this, I will . 
give up the case; but not till tl1eu. I will press the battle to the 
gate. I will have evidence, if there be any; if there be none; I want 
to know it. 

Here 1Ur. JONES' time expired. 

~IR. \VHITING'S NINTH REPLICATION. 

~!r. \VIIITING said: 
Before proceeding to tl1e argument, I will 1·ead an extract of some 

manifestation ' which occurred in B oston: and are corroborated by the 
ship-news reporter of the Boston Traveller, :Jir. Clapp, of the Boston 
Ga::ctle, and other gentlemen: 

"i\Irs. French cut sheets of paper a.bout six by eight inches squa.re, nnd 
hnnded them to n. committee, composed of i\Ir. McLcn.n, ship-news reporter 
of the Evening 'baveller, i\Ir. Clapp, of the Gazette, and Dr. WMe. who testi
fied t.hn.t they discovered no marks or drawings upon tbe sheets. The medium 
then sat.ura.ted the paper with water-absorbing the surplus by menns of a. 
napkin-:1.nd placed tberu on the table, covering them with a piece of dark 
cloth, the cn.pe of a. clofL.k, a. bout two feet long by eighteen inches ' '"ide. Her 
hands were in plain sight of the committee, who sat in front of the table a.nd 
of the audience. 'l'hree gns jets were burning brilliantly in the front room
the table standing between thn.t and the back room, the folding doors to which 
were thrown wide open. There was no g:1s lighted in the bnck room. 

"lt is claimed by the power producing these manifestations, that, after the 
pa.pcr is dn.mpeued, and while under the cloth, the outlines of the drawings 
n.re executed, and prepared for the reception of the lea.d. Tho mode formerly 
was to place the dnmpened pnper awtly from the audience, in a dark room; 
but after n time it was found possible to produce the same results by merely 
excludi ng the light from the paper by the use of the cloth mentioned above. 
This must be more satisfnct.ory to the audience, ns, when the paper is upon 
the table before them, nlthongh under the cloth, they hn.ve au opportunity of 
watching 1he movements of the meuium. 

,. After the sheets of pnper hnd laid under the cloth about half nn hour, 
they were handed to the commit.tee fo1· examination as to whether they were 
the snme, or if there were uny marks upon them. The exnminn.tion was 
satisfactory ns to there being no marks upon tlte sheets; bnt. the quest ion of 
the papet· being the same wns not sett led, on account of rensons before stated. _ 

"'l'he paper was then put. under the clotb, and remained there while .Mrs. 
French l'ubbed some lend from pencils upon smnll pieces of paper. The 
sheet.s of drawing-paper were then tn.kcn from under the cloth, one by one, 
each 1·olled into a small roll, and two or three pencils enclosed in the leaded 
paper, inserted in the centre roll. Time wn.s called by the medium, and the 
picture::; were produced in the time specified below. We will here state that 
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the time which elapsed from the dampening of the paper to the production of 
the first drawing-during which the drawing wns being prepared for the 
reception or absorption of the lead-was three-quarters of an hour. 'l'his 
was a much longer time than is usually required, aud muy be accounted for 
by the fatigued state of the medium. 

"jX o. 1 was a small hoquet of flowers, with a bird resting upon a twig. 
Size of the drawing, three by three inches; produced in two seconds and 
three-quarters. 
"~ o. 2. A collection of musical instruments, flowers, music-box, etc. Size 

of drawing, six by three and a. half inches; time, four seconds. 
":So. 3. A horse. Size, about six by five inches; time four seconds. 
"No.4. A collection of fruit and flowers. Size, eight inches by five; 

time, one second and three-quarters. 
'-'No. 5. A sea and land picture. A bay running into headlands, with a 

large ship and three smaller craft at anchor, aml bout containing figures 
between the ship and shore. Size of drawing seven inches by five nnd a 
half; time, one and a quarter seconcls. 

"No. 6 was dra.wn under peculiar circumstances. The folding doors were 
dosed, and the medium, Dr. Ware, of the committee, and ~Ir. Kinney, mcm~ 
ber of the State Senate, were within. 'l'he paper was found to be blnnk, was 
held by Mr. Kinney while the drawing was being done. This operation con
sumed nearly ten minutes; but the production of the picture, or absorption 
of the lead, occupied only two seconds. It consists of a. lamb lying ou the 
sward. A wreath of flowers, with bird hovering over them. Also, a hook 

· opened, having writing upon it, being a quotation from the sixth chapter of 
:)Iatthew, consisting of the 26th to the 29th inclusive. The words are to be 
read by a magnifying glass, being exceedingly fine. Time, two seconds. 

"The friends left with the feeling that there had not been sufficient means 
adopted to enable them to testify beyond a doubt, that the paper on which 
the drawings were found was the same as that handed the medium, although 
they believed it to be the same. 

SECO~D EVE~ING. 

"llut on the second evening all doubt was removed, and ample guaranty 
given to the most skeptical mind on this point. 

"Every sheet of paper had cut from H an irregular curvilinear shape, a 
portion of its surface. In one, two corner s anrl a side were cut from it, 
through the centr e of the letters composing the sentence, 'Truth is l)o.wer.' 
The two first words were written on the left hand top corner, diagonally, and 
the last word on the right hand corner. 

"In audition to this, small oblong slips of paper were placed upon. the 
sheet to be drawn upon, and pins stuck through them befortl the Yisitors. 
The slips cut from the sheets, as well as the oblong strips of paper, were held 
by some one in the audience, until the drawings were produced, when the 
two parts of the papers 'vere found to match, and the pin-holes to correspond. 

"This double test, applied by the medium, fully satisfied every one present 
that the drawings were produced by some means unknown to the world. 

"In point of time, too, the manifestations of the sec011d evening were far 
more satisfactory. In fourteen minutes from the time the papers were 
dampened, the drawings were produced, the sheets being still damp. We 
specify them ns follows, also the time occupied in producing the drawings or 
the absorption of the lead: 

"No. 1. l3oquet of flowers and hand, one second and three quarters. 
"No. 2. Wreath, bird's nest and eggs, one second and a quarter. 
"No. 3. Vase of flowers, one second and a quarter. 
"No. 4. lloquet of flowers, one second a.nd a quarter. 
"No. 5. Flowers and child, one second and three quarters. 

6 
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"No. 6. Cow drinking, two seconds. 
"The results of this evening were satisfactory to the audience. 

TRIRD EYENING. 

"The experiments of this evening were similar to thoso of the previous 
night, as to mnrking pa.per, etc. There was one experiment, however, which 
we tried unbeknown to the medium, which was suggested· by the remark of a 
skeptic, that it. w:1s possible that the medium had marks UJ>On the slips of 
paper held by the committee which guided her in fixing pins, so that, after 
aJl, the drawings might b~tve been dono at leisure, the pin-holes made in 
them, and dots made upon slips of paper, would allow her to mntcb these 
slips with the pins, wi th t.heir drawings. 

We t.berefore took one of the sheets of pnper, numbered 2, from the me
dium, and marlced it. with pin-boles near one edge. This wns done without 
her knowledge. When the drawing numbered 2 was produced, our mark was 
found fair and full, proving beyond a doubt to us, that 1 his was the same 
sheet of pnper banded to her. 13esides this proof, we will state that the slips 
of paper contll.ining the pin-boles, n.nd which were retained by the medium, 
were cut from paper of our own, which we handed to h.e1· after bllo bad taken 
her scat at the table." 

Now, we claim that these manifestations contain within themselves 
unquestionable evidences of a supernal power. These things have 
never been done by earthly means. They claim to be the productions 
of spirits, and they are attested by persons . who are not Spiritualists. 
'\Ve do not now bring Spiritualists here as witnesses in their own be
half; it is skeptics and unbelievers that I now bring up as witnesses. 
They are editors who have investigated these things, and who were 
skeptical concerning them. \Vho shall say that those things are not 
evidence of the existence of spirit communion? True, my opponent 
ma.y deny it, and I cannot convince hirn, because I am not a drawing 
medium. He asks to have demonstrations j but I perceive a disposi
tion on his part to break conditions ; and if l\Iiss Hoyt were brought 
here, he might be inclined to break her conditions. But I am not 
called upon to do these things. In an argument, testimony is rele
vant--and mine is at least as good as his. He has admitted my 
honesty; I am glad of that. I think a great deal of my integrity: 
but he has likewise said that a man to make and believe the asser
tions I have done, must be demented; then again, that I was the 
ablest exponent of Spiritualism he had ever seen or heard of. That 
is not consistent. 

As to Jonah and the whale, I have nothing to say. That story is 
found in the Bible; and as the llible is not under discussion, it is n~t 
legitimate for me to allude to it. The audiences in the school house 
here have been attentive and respectful, and not abu.sive of anybody. 

Now, a few words about the pathetic appeal which my friend made 
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about the mother, the infant, the vampire, and the dark fiend of hell. 
There was something like sentimentalism iu that; but I will merely 
say that the same rnle could be appUed to the whole world, with just 
the same appositeness as it is applied to Spiritualism. The world is 
full of rogues and murder~rs} and they come with winning words and 
plausible smiles; but if you find them out, must you distrust every 
one else? Decause one spii·it comes back to earth and lies} is that a 
proof that all the 8pirits will do so? If a man comes from England 
or France, and lies, will you therefore conclude that all Englishmen and 
all :Frenchmen are liars? I did not assert that the answers given by 
the spirits were just what the inquiries desired; but that they were 
apt to be of the same tenor. l\Iany inquirers will say that they have 
received answers entirely contrary to their wishes. If the mind of the 
inquirer was deceptiYc} the spirit would be apt to be upon the same 
plane. If a lying spirit comes back to earth, jt is as good a proof of 
the existence of spirits as if it were a truthful one. If I was now 
discussing the character of spiritual manifestations, I could introduce 
evidence as to their truth j but that is not the question. l\l y friend 
asks how we are to detect the true from the false ? I reply, by the 
same means that we find out each other on earth. Human reason 
and judgment, Spiritualism acknowledges as paramount, and it is 
given to you to separate the chaff from the wheat. Reason is bestowed 
on man that he may decide for himself what is truth. l\Iy opponent 
uses his reason ; all denominations of Christians use it; Spiritualists 
and infidels use it: why does my opponent sneer at the idea that 
Spiritualists have to depend on their reason? The spirits always 
claim to be spirits, however. Did smoking lime c\·er claim to be a 
spirit? Does it have any intelligence? The raps assert that they 
come from spirits outside of the mediums. The lime gh·cs no such 
assertions. If it be true that all the evidence taken together proves 
satisfactorily that the authors of these raps are spirits of departed 
human beings, who return with all the characteristics they displayed 
on earth, with the addition of the improvement they may have made 
by the opportunities they enjoyed, then we have gained our case. 

Here l\Ir. WHITING's time expired. 

l\1r. JONES said that he did not intend to be understood as saying 
that l\Ir. 'Vhiting was demented; but the term was applied to those 
who would ask what sufficient evidence is . 

• 
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))JR. JONES' TENTH ARGUl\IENT. 

l\1r. JoNES said-
When I closed my second argument this morning, I was about to 

say that in pressing upon my friend the necessity of his producing 
manifestations here, I was doing no more than the first converts t-o 
Spiritualism did. You must admit that these persons were convinced 
by evidence, or else that they were ail gross deceivers. If you reject 
the latter idea, then you must admit that I ask no more than they 
must have asked, if they were intelligent men. If the first converts 
were not imposters, but truthful Llen, we are not unreasonable in de
manding the evidence that was necessary to convince them. l\Iy 
friend endeavors to confuse you by saying that his witnesses are as 
good as mine ; but I must remind you that his witnesses are directly 
interested in keeping up this imposture, while mine have no interest 
save that of truth. 

Now, about these lying spirits. We have had spirits from the 
sixth circle ; and if they have not lied, some one has lied for them. 
In every case my friend perpetrates a sophism in this way: " \Yell , 
men lie, and spirits will lie also." We know that men lie; we have 
abundant evidence of that: but we have the means of ascertaining 
whether they lie or not. But I say that in the case of these com
munications from the spirit world, you have no means of knowing 
whethe1· they are lies or not. The1·efore, the cases which my friend 
endeavors to make parallel, are not parallel, and his sophism is 
apparent. 

"\Ve had a man here to-day, who was almost dying, and he sent for 
a doctor. vVhy did he not send for this Dr. Newton ? Ye Spiritu
alists, would you not help a brother in distress? 'Vhy did you not 
send for this spiritual doctor, and have your brother raised up? l\Ir. 
\Vhiting'~ witnesses come up here and testify to the same thing that 
he does-that these modern phenomena are spiri~ua l, aud not hypo
thetical, in their origin. \iVhether the predelictions of these witnesses 
are in favor of Spiritualism or not, is of little importance: for we 
want something more than mere say-so. A man assaults me in the 
street ; he has associates in the assault; I prosecute him; he brings 
in his associates to swear him clear ;-will any court admit their tes
timony? Clearly not. But my friend says some of his witnesses 
were skeptics. His admission last night was unfortunate: for he t~en 
said, one of the conditions of all manifestations was some degree of 

• 
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receptivity; and now he says some of the witnesses who saw the~e 
manifestations were skeptics. I enquire as a skeptic, and the answers 
I receive confirm my skepticism. How, then, is Spiritualism ever 
to convert skeptics~ if it works after this fashion ? How is a man, 
antagonistic like myself, ever to be converted? No wonder that 
con"Versions are not more numerous; no wonder that one condition 
necessary is receptivity: that just in proportion to your willingness 
to be gulled, they are willing to take you in. Is not this the position 
taken by my friend? He says because for a good test I selected one 
who still lived in the form, I cannot have truth gi"Ven me, as I am 
not receptive! This shows the whole system is a system of jugglery. 
Go to \Vizard Jacobs with a receptive mind, and he will give you all 
the marvels under heaven. 

I haYe made it apparent, ~y reasoning that cannot be dodged, that 
if we are to be converted to Spiritua]ism at all, we must give up our
selves entirely to the spirits. Then never will I be converted! never 
will I gi'e up my indi-viduality, until God gives the mandate for 
annihilation. 

Another rule of evidence is, that where witnesses do not agree, 
there is prirna facie evidence of fraud. Bearing this rule in mind, 
I will examine the witnesses of my friend, and sec how much relia
bility there is to be placed on them, and how they come in collision 
with each other, and perjure themselves in such a manner as would 
throw them out of any court in Christendom. In a book called the 
"Unfoldings of Spiritualism/) the venerable John \Yesley is made to 
say, through a medium called Bayton: 

· 'I entertained many erroneous views, and I am anxious that the world 
should know this. When on e:uth I preached many truths and many errors; 
and I wish the truth to remain and the error to be destroyed.,, 

And in another place he is made to say-

"1 often look back upon my former life and preachings, and if I could 
return to earth I would preach quite another doctrine." 

Another medium, Harvey, writes a pamphletj on page 58 of which 
the spirit of "\V esley is made to say-

"~Iy views on theology, which I taught on earth, are in nll essential points 
the sa.mc no"'v, only more enlarged." 

Now, which will you have? orthodoxy or heterodoxy? Here is a. 
plain contradiction : both of the revelations must be from John "\Yes
ley; the mediums did not make this up, of course, oh, no! Is this 



86 MODERN SPIRITUALISl\1. 

not evidence that these mediums lie so continuously, that they don't 
know when they do conflict with each other? 

Horace Greeley has said, that the leaders in Spiritualism are as 
thorough a set of knaves as ever went to prison. ~ow, I do not 
accuse the followers of this. I know that they have been juggled 
and fooled by this imposture and taken in this trap ; and when they 
blame me for throwing odium upon their belief, I say I believe just 
what Greeley says. My friend asked if the poem he read did not 
partake of the very idiosynaerasy of its alleged author, Edgar Allan 
Poe. I thought of 11amlet and Polonious, and tlw exclamation of 
the latter, that a cloud was very like a whale. Oh, yes!. very like 
the idiosyncrasy of Poe. I think, perhaps, I may be able to give you 
the origin of that poem yet. I do not say that I will; but I believe 
the leaders in this matter are such literary imposters and thieves, that 
I could find it, as I did in the case of the improvised hymn, stolen 
from the Baptist Hymn Book. 

II ere }Ir. JONES' time expired. 

~IR. 'VH I'ri:\TG'S TENTH REPLICATION. 

J\Ir. \VHrTrNG said-
I will first read an extract from John 'N esley's "Sermon on Faith," 

page 407: 
" In the meantime, may we not probably suppose t.h n.t t.he spirit s of the 

j ust, though generally lodged in p:tr!l.dise, yet may sometimes, in conjunction 
with th e holy angels, minister to lhe heirs of salvation? 2\Iay they not-

' Somel imes, on erran<ls of love, 
R evisit their brethren below ?' 

"It is a pleasing thought that some of these human spirits, attending us 
with , or in the room of angels, are of the number of t.hosc thnt were dear to us 
while they were in the body. So that there is no absurdity in the question-

' Have ye your own flesh forgot, 
By a common ransom bought? 
Can death's interposing tide 
Spirits ere in Christ. diviue ?' 

nut be this as it may, H is certain that human spirits swiftly increase in 
knowledge, in holiness, and in happiness." 

\Vho does that come from ? These are the words of John Wesley, 
the grea.t founder of the :Methodist Church, admitting not only spir
itual intercourse~ but progression, as taught by SP.iritualists at the 
present day. 
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As appropriate to the occasion, I will now read another poem, also 
inspired by the spirit of Edgar Allen Poe, and entitled-

" THE PROPHECY OF Y .Aid .. 

" The prophecy of Vala is founded on the Scandinavian mythology. Om:\', 
the great .Ail-Father, is the so>ereign power of the universe; THOR, a lesser 
god, of whom it is said 'hjs mighty hammer smote thunder out of eYerytbing ;' 
BALDUR was a son of Omx and FRIGGA. H e was slain by HonDER, his blind 
brother, who was persuaded to the act. by LoKE, an eru spirit, corresponding 
to the Hebrew or Christian De>il. The \ AL KYRIEX were the genii of the 
battlefield. The three X ORXEX were the fates who watered the tree Y ggdrasill, 
at whose roots it was said that a dragon was constantly gnawing. The HEni
SKRIXGLA was the circle of the Universe. V ALA was n. seress or prophetess, 
who was summoned from the dead by Om~ to tell of the fate of BALDUR, but 
on her appearance refused to do so, and to the n,stonishment of all, prophesied 
the den.th of all the sons of Odin, at the duy of RAGXAB.oc, which corresponds 
to the day of judgment, with the exception that it was also the day of the 
reconstruction or renewal of the world. The propecy of 'VALA, as given in 
the old Icelandic Edda, I have used with perfect freedom, to present the idea 
that good, though apparently overcome of evil, should u1timately triumph. 

I haYe wai..k.ed with the fates and the furi~s 'mid the wrecks of the mighty past, 
I haYe stood in the giant shadows which the age~ ha>e backward cast, 
.And I've heard the >oices of prophets come down in a lengthening chain, 
Translating the truth eternal, and making its meaning plain. 
Backward still, ever backward, 'mid wreck and ruin I trod, 
Seeking life's secret sources, and the primal truths of God. 

'·Tell me," I cried, "oh, prophet-thou shade of the mighty past, 
What of the truth in the future? is its horoscope yet cast? 
Thou didst. give it Hs birth and being, thou didst cradle it in thy breast
Show me its shining orbit and the place of its final rest!" 

:A. sound like the restless earthquake, a crash like the "crash of doom," 
And a fiery fulmination strenmed in through the fr ightened gloom. 
I stood in the balls of Odin, and the great .All-Father shone 
Like the centre and sun of being, 'mid the glories of his throne; 
And Thor, with his mighty hammer upraised in h is mighty band, 
Stood ready to wn,ke the thunder, at his sovereign Lord's command. 

"Lo, Thor!" said the mighty Odin, "our omens are all of ill, 
For the dragon gnaweth sharply at the roots of Y ggch·asill, 
I bear the wild Yalkyrien, as they shriek on the battle-plain, 
And the moans of the fa ithful .Xornen, as they weep o•er Baldur slain. 
A woe to the serpent Loke, and to Harder's r eckless ruth, 
For goodness is slain of enl, and Falsehood hath conquered Truth! 
1\ow call thou on mystic Yala, as she sleeps in t.be grave of time, 
Where the horry age hath written her name in a frosty rime; 
She can tell when the sun will darken, when the stars shall cease to burn
'Yhen the sleeping dead shall waken, a.nd l>hen Baldur shall return." 

A sound lil~e the rushing tempest, and the wondrous hammer fell, 
And the great Heimskringla shuddered and swayed like a mighty bell. 
There were mjngled murmurs and discords, like the wailings of troubled souls, 
Like the gnomes at their fiery forges-like the howlings of restless ghouls. 
Then out of the fiery covert of the tempest and the storm, 
Like a vision of troubled slumber, came a woman's stately form. 
There came a hush as a.t midnight, when the sheeted dead awake, 
And even the silence shuddered, as her words of power she spoke: 
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"Mighty Odin, I am Vala., 
I have heard your thunder-call, 

I have heard the >voful wailing 
Sounding forth from Wingolf's hall, 

And I know that beauteous Baldur, 
Loved of all the gods, is slain

That the evil Loke triumphs, 
And on Horder rests the stain. 

But my words shall fail to tell you 
Aught. concerning h im you mourn, 

For the leaves that. bear the record 
:E'rom the tree of life are torn; 

And while Hecla's fires shall glo·w, 
Or the bubbling Geysers flow, 
Of his fate no ore shall know
Understand you this, or no? 

"I will sing a solemn Saga, 
I will chant a Runic rhyme, 

Weave a wild, prophetic Edda 
From the scattered threads of lime: 

Know, oh, Odin-mighty Odin, 
That thy sons shall all be slain, 

Where the wild V alkyrien gather 
On the bloody battle plain ; 

And thy throne itself shall tremble 
With the stern, resistless shock, 

Which shall rend the world asunder 
At the day of Ragnaroc. 

Other stars the night shall know, 
From the rock shall waters flow, 
And from ruin beauty grow. 
Understand you this, or no ? 

"V a.inly shall the faithful N ornen 
Water drooping Y ggdrasill, 

For the wrathful, restless dragon 
At its roots is gnawing still. 

Loke's evil arts shall t riumph, 
Harder's eyes be dark with night, 

Till the day of re-creation 
Brings the buried Truth to Light ; 

Then a greater God than Odin 
Over all the worlds shall reign, 

And my Saga's mystic meaning 
As the sunlight shall be plain. 

Out of evil good shall grow
Doubt me not, for time shall show. 
Understand you this, or no? 
Fare you well! I go-I go?" 

There came a voice as of thunder, with a gleam of lurid light, 
.And the mystic Vala vanished like a meteor of the night; 
'!'hen I saw that the truth of tlle present is but the truth of the past, 
But ea.ch phase is greater and grander and mightier tllan the last
That the past is ever prophetic of that which is yot to be, 
And that. God reveals his glory by slow and distinct dcgroe ; 
Yet still are the nations weeping o'er the graves of the truth and right. 
Lo! I summon another Vala-let her prophecy to-night. 
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With the armaranth and the myrtle and the asphodel on her brow 
Still wet with the dew of the kingdom, doth she stand before you now: 

"Xot with sound of many thunders, 
Xot with miracles and wonders 

Would I herald forth my coming from the peaceful spirit shore; 
But in God's own lo•e de~cending, 
With your aspirations blending, 

I would tea.ch you of the future, that you watch and weep no more. 

God is God from the creation; 
Truth a.lone is man's salmtion; 

But the God that now you worship soon shall be your God no more, 
For the soul in its unfolding, 
E>ermore its thought remoulding, 

Learns more truly, in its progress, 'how to love and to adore!' 

Evil is of Good, twin-brother, 
Born of God, and of none other; 

And though truth seems slain of error through the ills that men deplore, 
Yet, st.ill nearer to perfection, 
She shall know a 1·esurrection, 

Passing on from ceaseless glory unto glory evermore. 

From the truths of former ages, 
From the world's close-lettered pages, 

)Jan shall learn to meet more bra.>ely all the life that lies before; 
For the day of retribution, 
Is the :fina.l restitution 

Of the good, the true, the holy, which shallli\e forevermore! 
' Understand you this, or no? 
Fare you well! I go-I go!'" 

89 

~Iy opponent has urged that the early Spiritualists were convinced 
by such eYidence as he now calls for. But they were not conYinced 
in public debate, but in private homes. The first manifestations were 
seen in the \illage of Hydes~ille. Large numbers of people saw 
them, and the most of them were conTinced of their spiritual origin. 
After this there were public in~estigations held in Rochester. On 
one occasion a committee of ladies were appointe<l to watch the girls, 
so that it was impossible for imposture to be practiced, and the raps 
continued as usual. I do not know what H orace 0 reeley may have 
said about the leaders in Spiritualism, but I do ~now that the Xew 
York Trribune, in 1849 and in 1852, said that their manifestations 
did occur without imposture. I never heard of this expression of 
Greeley's until now, but two years ago l\Ir. Greeley saw Cora Hatch, 
and expressed himself well satisfied with her manifestations; and 
whenever he has been questioned by my spiritual friends he has 
a-vowed his entire friendliness to the doctrines of Spiritualism. It is 
singular that he should ha,·e said that all of its leaders were knaves. 
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l\ly friend has undertaken to play on words. Because I said that 
some wm·e so antagonistic as to repel the spiri ts, he claims that I 
said all skeptics would repel them. I said no such tl1ing. For if no 
skeptic could be converted then there would be no Spiritualists. I 
was once a skeptic myself-so was every Spiri tualist. We have all 
been conver ted through evidence. It was not given in public debate, 
however, nor was it produced by a public challenge. They put them
selves under the conditions demanded, and they received the mani
festations. To break the conditions demanded by the spirits, and 
then to demand the man1fe~tations, is like cutting the telegraph wire 
and then demanding. that your message be sent. A person unac
quainted with telegraphing might say, oh folly, you might as well 
send it by a string as by a wire. So yon may not k now all the con
ditions necessary to produce certain manifestations. The question is 
what shall be done to prevent fraud. If the raps come outside of the 
medium, it is evident that she does not make them. :1.'\ly friend 
speaks of the contradictions of the spirits; but do they ever contra
dict themselves in the assertion that they are spirits ? Do they ever 
claim to be anything else but human spirits? W c don't care whether 
a spirit comes from one place and says he is the spirit of J ohn Wes
ley, and another comes from another place and contradicts him. That 
proves nothing against the origin of spiritual manifestations. ,They 
never contradict themselves as to the fact of their being spirits. It 
makes no difference whe;.·e tJ1ey come-whether in London, or Paris, 
or Rome, or Chicago, or Decatur-they still say "we are spiri ts." 

I n regard to the teaching of the spirits we say there is a difference, 
and the communication given generally bears something of the char
acter of the medium. 'Vhcn an judividual spirit controls a medium 
he controls him by a natm·al law, and controls him, too, just in pro
portion to the amount of magnetism he can bri ng to bear upon him. 
One mind in the body can control another just in proportion to this 
magnetism, a.nd so out of the body also. It is the mind of the mag· 
ne~izer that a.cts. After death, the soul ~eing immortal, why should 
it no~ have the same privileges it had in the body, and have the 
power to control beings in the form? A spirit from the spirit world 
magnetizes some person here, and the communication wh1.ch i t gives _ 
wUI be jn exact proportion to the amount of control it can exercise. 

My friend sneered at healiug medicines, and asked why we did not 
send for Dr. Newton. I reply that he lws all that he C<l.D do at his 
residence in Boston, and that he cannot leave there without injustic 
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to the su.ffering. But there are other healing mediums. I was con
Yersing with a h c3ling medium to.day, who said that it was prophe
sied to him,5n a very rcmatkable manner, that he should be given 
the g-lft of healing by the laying on of hands, and that the prophe~y 
was fulfilled when he least expected it. One medium does not pro
fess to cure all kinds of diseases. 'l'here is a law of spirit adt'l.ptation. 
The law of spirit control is bnt little understood. One class of 
mediums will reach a pm-ticular class of diseases, and another class 
wiU reach auothcr. 

Here l\Ir. \VHl'l'ING's time expired. 

l\!11. JO~ES' ELEVEN'.fH ARGU:MEN'I'. 

l\Jr. JONES saicl-
I wish th.en they would give to the world their new sy. tern of 

medicine. Our medical brethren, I have no doubt, would receive 
' the new dispensation gladly. 

The adn1is. ions of my friend continue to be fatal to his position. 
I candidJy advise llim to make no more of them. 

Has t1Jis audience assembled here to listen to long and tedious 
poems, pm·portiug to come from the spirit of a dead n1a-n ? I fancy 
that this was not the entertainment to which you thought yourselves 
invited. 1'hese verses do not prove that they came from ~Ir. Poe 
any more than they prove that Paradise Lost was written by Socrates. 
The Spiritualists in this discussion have shown themselves to be like 
the ancicut Hydra, which }lercules endeavored to exterminate. No 
sooner had he lopped off one of its many heads, than two others, 
still more horrible, appeared in its place. So with Spirituali m. No 
sooner is one of its errors destroyed, than two others, still more hoi-ri
ble, stand up in its place. 

In reply to what my friend has quot.ed from one of John \\r esley's 
sermons, I have only to say this. You have often accused us (the 
:Methodists) of pining our faith to the sleeve of John "\V esley. "\Ve 
do 'not do it. \Ve no more believe Wesley than we do you. No 
matter what his opinions are, it is no proof that they are rjght. I 
r~spect t.be opinions of J"ohn \Vesley, but to pin my fn\th in him I will 
not do it. I wlsh my friend to kuow that we do not tare one iota 
what John We&ley said, or what St. Paul said, or, for that m.atter, 



92 MODERN SPIRITUALISM. 

what the Saviour himself said, bearing upon this subject. 'Vhat we 
want now is convincing proof that the modern spiritual manifestations 
come from spiritual sources. You may eannonizc J ohn 'Vesley, or 
even make a Pope of him- but we will say take, away your Pope 
Wesley. We want positive proof of the origin of these manifestations, 
and we do not want what this or that man says about them. ·w,hat 
your Wesley saw, or what your St. Paul saw, is DO proof that you 
havo seen these manifestations. We care DO more for John Wesley's 
testimony than we care for yours. 

But my friend misrepresents John 'Vesley. I must not let the 
slander rest upon his venerable head of teaching the progression 
which Spiritualists teach. If he did I have not understood the phi
losophy of modern Spiritualism, which teaches, as I understand it, a 
progression from the lowest filth and degradation up to the very top 
shelf of supernal glory. John Wesley never taught such a doctrine, 
and the gentleman wrongs him to say that he did. 

Now my friend's remarks about conYincing skeptics of the truth of 
Spiritualism amount simply t() this. You cannot COD"'iince a man 
who is a stubborn skeptic- who will not believe without evidence. 
:But you must believe first , and you shall have evidence hereafter. 

Now as to the raps. Suppose that I made these raps, and you 
coul~ not determine where the noise came from. Would it be legiti
mate for you therefore to conclude that of necessity they came from 
a spirit outside of the human form ? Is not thut preposterous ? 
Is not that a lame and impotent conclusion ? 

I know something of these Fox girls. I have seen a lady who 
lived in the very house, at H ydesville, where these rappings first 
took place, and who says that after these girls moved uway there were 
no rappings took place in the house. l\ly friend says the raps evi
dence the truth of Spiritualism. (Here the speaker gaye three raps 
on the table.) Does that prove the existence of a spirit? How did 
the spiritualists first know that the spiri ts wanted to rap? Did the 
raps speak for themselves ? Oh yes, you will say, they called for the 
alphabet. There is in this very assumption one of the strongest 
proofs of fraud. How did they call? Oh, by raps. (Here the 
speaker rapped again.) Now, what did I call for then? 1Vas it for
the alphabet ? I will state that the Buffalo doctors proved that the 
raps were made by the knees and fingers of the girls themselves. 
Now the leaders of this imposture go in to make a good thing out of 
it. The Fox girls were poor; they were not likely to get married, 
and so they found out that the spirits wanted the alphabet I 
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Another sophism that my friend perpetrates is his declaration that 
because these manifestations claim to be from spirits, the claim must 
be true. Did you e'ler know an imposter who did not claim that he 
was the real man ? Do not all the rogues claim to be honest men ? 
The spiritual leaders all confederate and agree as to this one point
that they will claim the spiritual origin of thei!' manifestations. )ly 
friend must know that when witnesses contradict each other there 
arises the presumption of fraud. Did he stand here attacking any 
other system of faith, he would use this very argument to overthrow 
it. H e knows that no court will accept testimony so contradictory as 
this. 

In behalf of medical men I expose this imposture of the pre
tended miraculous cures by the laying on of hands. It is not just to 
the medical profession to allow such an imposture to pass without 
exposure. 1\ly friend says that patients who wish to be cured by Dr. 
Newton must go to Boston. Well, that costs money. But we haYe 
a man here, who, on account of a chronic rheumatism, goes about the 
town on crutches. H e is a hard case to cul'e. I am authorized to 
say that we will give Dr. Newton a chance to try his skill on this 
man. If he will come here and cure him, he shall have $100 and all 
his expenses paid, coming and returning. This man would give any 
amount of money to be cured of his malady. Bring along your heal
ing mediums and let them try it. 

I will in this connection read an affidavit which I hope will satisfy 
my friend as to how the raps are made : 

[From Prof. Mattison's work on Sphituallsm.J 

STATE)l EXT OF :i\lR. PACK. 

Having been called on by Prof. )lattison, in relation to certain tables made 
by me for parties in this city, I am free to state that I have made two medium 
tables during the last year, both of which had machinery concealed in them, 
for producing raps at the will of the operator. The beds, lt inch thick, were 
cut out in the center so as to admit the machinery, and then carefully covered 
so as to leave a hollow, and make the sounds louder. Wires were carried ont 
to the legs of the table, inside the cover and legs, by which the hammer was 
worked. I am not sufficiently acquainted with the machine and the manner 
of working it to describe the machine in detail. )Jy business was simply to 
make the tables for the reception of the spirits, and that I have done this in 
two instances, and am ready to do it in two or twenty more if I am paid for 
it, I am willing to. assert, and if people will give a dollar a p iece to bear n. 
little hammer strike inside a table bed, and run crazy about it, it is nol my 
fault. 

NEw Yort~, 1Iarch 25th, 1853. 

Here :Mr. J ·oN.ES' time expired. 

HIRA~I PACK, 488 Pearl Street. 
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l\1R. "\VHITING'S ELEVENTH REPLICATIO~. 

l\Ir. 'VHITI~G said-
! hold in my hand a book entitled the "Principles of Nature and 

her Div.ine llevelations," by Andrew Jackson Davis. It was written 
in 1844. Here is a prophecy to which I wish to call yonr attention, 
for I am now coming to that portion of my subj ect relating to the 
proof of Spiritualism by the fulfillment of prophecies. The spiritual 
manifestations first appeared on tll e 31st day of this month , thirteen 
years ago ; and this 'prophecy concerning them was utte1·ed in 1844, 
or seventeen years ago. I re::-d the prophecy. It is on page 675 of 
the book referred to : 

It is a truth that spirits commune with one another while one is in the body 
nnd t.he other in the higher spheres, a.nd this, too, when the person in the 
body is unconscious of' the influx, a.nd hence cannot he convinced of the fact; 
~md this tru th wlll ere long present itself in the fo1·m of a living demon
stration. 

I now wish to read to you certain prophecies whjch were made of 
the loss of the steamboat Lady Elgin, on the 2~d of last September. 
These prophecies were made from thirty-six. hours prior to the dis
aster U}) to the very moment of their fnlfillmeut. They were pub
lished in many of the "\Visconsin and Chicago p<tpers, and no doubt 
exists as to their perfect authenticity : 

"This melancholy disaster hn.s given publicity to a great number of pre
monitions, warnings, visions, dreams, etc., which alone afford sufficient proof 
to est.nblish the truth of lhe power of man, after he hns left. the normal tem
ple, to return in his .spirit.ual form. We have heard of many facts, and have 
talked with many friends of the lost ones, and the following is what we have 
heard: 

"Mrs. 1\fn,ry Ann Weiskopf lost her husband on the :Elgin. On Saturday, 
o.t four o'clock in the morning, she awoke from her sleep by a uream. 1\Irs. 
Weiskopf says-' ! dreamed t.hat my first husband came to me, and presented 
me an ear of corn, one end of which was decl\ycd, the balance wet and cold 
and stripped of its husks, creating in my soul a terrible desolate feeling, and 
I wept. He then presented me three beautiful pocket knives, indicating to 
me that. they would sustain me. Soon after a terrible, desolate condi tion took 
possession of me, and I became fully aware of the fact of my husband's death. 
Ea,rly in the morning I went to my husband's partner ()Ir. John Limbert), 
and told him that. Henry was dead, and that the boat was lost." Mr. Limbert 
tells me that this was at six forty-five A. r.r., Saturday morning, and that he 
laughed at her for her trouble. At nine o'clock A. u., or three hours after
ward, the telegraph brought the news of this sad affair. Mrs. Weiskopf's 
dream presentation was true. The ear of corn, her husband was gone; the 
three beautiful knives represented her two sons and daughter, n.U living chil
dren by her first husband, on whom she can lean for support. 

"The Misses Muthews, Cat.holics, living two doors from wl\cre I make my 
home, are dress makers, who have sustained themselves for sonic time through 
their trade. These good sisters, or the two younger OIICS, determined that the 
()lder one should go on this excursion; and when they 'first proposed it to her, 
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she was much pleased with the idea, and preparations was made fot· the occa
sion. On the fifth of September, or the day before the excm ion, the elder 
sister manifested a disposition not to go. Why she coulu not tell; and at 
night she told her sisters that he believed if she went, she should be dr own
ed. 'l'hey laughed n.t her, and told h er she was foolish. On the morning of 
the sixth they fairly forced their sister to dress for the excursion; and after 
she was ready, she had a mind not to go. Her sisters leu her to a gla~s and 
said, ' see how pr etty you look ; yon must go!' 'Oh, my sister s,' said the 
gh·l, 'if I go I shall be drowned!' Her sisters told me that they had to force 
her to go; and she left her sister s, weeping, and was • wallowed up in this 
calftmity. 'l'rnly our spirit, friends were not idle. 

"Mrs. Willin,m Wilson sn,id, '~[y husbtmd was on the steamer and was lost. 
I went to bed on Friday night, hn.ving no fear of my husbnud's safety.' On 
Satmday morning, at lhe precise time of the accident, l\Irs. W. a, woke from a 
deep sleep, and wtts forced out of her bed. She went to her son 's room, nnd 
said, 'William, arise, the bo:tt is lost and your father is dcn,d.' 'Oh, go away, 
mother, don ' t be bothering me; you're always troubled about nothing.' The 
mother then went to her dangher, ::tnd called her from her sleep, saying
' Arise, my child, for the steamboat is lost, n,nd your father is drowned. Get 
up; come and tn,lk with me. ' And from that time till the news wns confirmed, 
l\Irs. Wilson constn,ntly affirmed that the boat was lost; and the peo1Jlc said, 
with one accord, she is mad ! 

".A litt le boy sn,id, at the telegraph office, '~Iy mamma is lost! and when 
she went away she looked at us and cried. She then took my little sis(cr and 
kissed her, nnd said, 'If I am drowned you must go and liYc with such a 
woman, my dear.' And then she kissed my little brother, and said, 'If I am 
clrowned, you must be a good little boy, aml live with such a mn,n.' But she 
did not tell me,' said the little weeper, 'where I would live.' 

"A womn,n sn,ys, ' l murdered my husbn,nd: he did not wish to go: I caused 
him to go, and that, too, when he told me that he believed thn,t the boat would 
be lost. ' 

"An I r ish mother bad three sons on board of the E lgin. She dreamed on 
Friday night, that Tom came h ome, nn,ked, wet a.nd cold, and that Tom said, 
when asked about hi s brothers, that they were in the water, and that the 
boat was lost. The n,boYe cn,me true. T om was sa.ved, and the oth ers lost. 

"~IJ-s . Smith, of :Market street., says : '~ly husbanu was loth to go, even 
after he was allrcndr, s n,y ing, I fear that I shall be drowned. I pushed him 
along, saying, go and enjoy yourself; you TI'ill n ot be drowned. l\l y husband 
started, and then returned, saying, ~Iary, shall I go? Yes, I ·said, go; don't 
be so faint-hearted. Now go along, and enjoy yourself.' H e was lost. 

"l\Irs. Slater, a Methodist, whose fn,tber is a preacher said, 'People must 
now believe I heard, last night., at the time of the accident, the cries and 
moaning of the people, and it awoke me, n,nd I called to my husbanu, and 
told him something h ad h appened to the boat, and I was afraid that the boat 
was lost.' 

"l\Lt·s. Blanchard, a strict Presbyterin,n, could not r est; she felt that there 
was trouble-feared for the bon,t--n,nd thus expressed herself to her friends. 

"A l\lr. Thompson told m e that he beard a man in conversn,tion with ot.bers, 
make the following statement; 'l\Iy little nephew lost a father on the Elgin, 
and at three o'clock Saturday morning, this boy awoke from a deep sleep, 
and called out to his mother, asking, 'Is father drowned?' 'No, my child; 
why do you ask that?' Well, he is drowned,' said the boy. •Be still, my 
boy; the boat is safe, and is not in yet.' Soon after, the little boy called 
again to his mother, and sn,id, '~Iotber, father is drowned! ' and wept b itterly. 

Mrs. Kennedy says; '1 cried when my children left. Why I should cry, I 
know not. It wn,s a pleasure party, yet I felt that thet·e was trouble, and 
I should not see them agn,in.' Her son was lost. 

"At Chicn,go, Capt. Wilson, of the Lady Elgin, expressed himself unwilling 



96 MODERN SPIRITUALISM. 

to leave port. Why, he knew not; but consented to leave at the urgent solici- • 
tation of the excursion party. 

'·I am informed that the proprietors of the Briggs Honse earnestly urged 
Mr. Ingl'aham and his party not to leave on the Elgin ; yet they would go. 
Certainly we cannot accuse the gentlema.nly proprietors of the Briggs House 
of having any other motive than fear for t.he safety of their guest. 

")lr. Henry Weiskopf, husband of the lady mentioned previously, went on 
business to Chicago, and the party with whom he did business, writes to his 
(~Jr. W.'s) partner , of this city, that :\lr. W. frcquenlly ment ioned his fe:us 
of approaching t.rouble, and that be was afraid he would be rlrowned. Why, 
he could not tell. 

"CapL. H. V. Corbett, wrecker by profession, n.nd a mnn well known in 
this city, told me as follows: 'For three weeks I have been ueeply impressed 
thn.t a great caln.mity was at hand on this lake, and would soon take place, 
involving many liYes. I felt it, and frequently mentioned my impression, 
only to be laughed at. I have learned to respect these impressions or pre
monitions.' 

"1 am informed that a lady, who occupies n prominent position in society, 
(the name I am not permitted to use,) whose husband 'vns on the boat, felt 
and. knew Lhat the bon.t was lost; and when the news came, and friends went 
with t.be mournful tidings to her, sbe received them calmly, and before they 
had spoken said, ' I know what you have come for; t.be Elgin is lost!' And 
all supposed her husband was lost, bu t fortunately he was saved." 

I will now introduce another prophecy, given by l\Ir. E. V. Wilson. 
I give this for just what it is worth. Part of it has certainly been 
fulfilled. As an offset against this, my opponent may adduce pro
phecies, which have been made, and which have not been fulfilled j 

but this does not prove that these which have been fulfilled, are not 
of spiritual origin : 

"On Thursday afternoon and evening, Sept. 6th, I was at Madison, the 
capita.l of this Stn.te, abont one hundred and thirty miles from this city, inland, 
and about one hundred and thirty from the scene of the o.ccidcnt. At noon, 
on the Gtb, I began to feel the influence of the spirit world. This continued 
to increase under the direction of my tried spirit friend and guide, Dr. 
Roberts, nntil evening. We were at the house of R. L. Day, Esq., and had 
appointed a circle for the evening at an en.rly hour. There were present R. 
L. Day and lady, T. N. Bovee and lady, Mrs. Williams, l\Iiss Angry Coatts, 
and I believe three or four others. After a lit tle conversation I became en
tranced, and commenced prophecying. After speaking for some time in pro
phecy, referring to the state of Europe, the future of France, Austria , Russin., 
England. and America, stating when certain great events would take place, 
the spirit said, 'Now, to satisfy you of our power to fo relell events, we will 
give you a test: In a few days you shall hear of one of those fearful calam
ities-an awful disaster ou the water-more fearful than any that has ever 
tnken place in these parts, and one that will startle the public, an(l curdle the 
blood, carrying gloom and. woe to many in this part of the country.' At this 
period the spirit wo.s questioned sharply by a prominent lawyer present. as 
well as others, an<l was asked when this accident woul<l tnke pln.ce. The 
answer was, positively within four days; and when questioned furthet· on the _ 
subject, the spiTit was very positive, a.nd repeated the prediction, calling the 
attention of all present to take notice of this gren.t test n.s a proof of his (the 
spirit's) power to foretell events. And n.t the conclusion of his prophecies, 
be remmded them of it again, and wished them to consider it as a test in 
favor of spirit communion with earth life. 
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Xow, my dear Banner, this was on Thursday, Sept. 6th, between ten and 
eleven o' clock P.:~r., aucl about twenty-eight hours before the accident. And 
the news of the sad calamity was in :\ladison at ten o'clock A. )L , Saturday, 
Sept. 8th, in less than thirty-six hours after the prophecy. Truly God is still 
with u:s through h is spii·it agents in these mouern times, and the mantle of 
prophecy still rests upon the shoulders of the sons and daughters of men. 
Are we not still receidng revelations from the supernal source of all wisdom? 
Is there-has there e'er been more posiri>e testimo!ly of the foreshadowing 
of a great calamity, than I have here related? 

I ha>e made many other prophecies, and many of them hnve come to pass. 
Some of th~m ha>e been published. 

The last war of France with Austria was predicted in 1856 in the Robinson 
House, Toronto, in the presence of several persons, who took notes and kept 
those notes. .And there was made in Buffalo, and published in the Age of 
Progress, a communicat ion, giving news of a battle at Sebastopol, giYing the 
days of the fight, the repulse of the English, etc., and that, too, nine <lays 
before the news reached us in America. 

Will some of your talented correspondents take up the subject of prophecy, 
and give us the law through which spirits are enabled to foretell such e>ents 
as mentioned by me, instead of de>oting so much time to prove that children 
belong to the fish creation, or, at most, are only polliwogs in human mud-
puddles ? Yours for the truth, 

E. V. WILSOX. 
1\!ILWACK.EE, Sept. 11, 1860. 

Now those persons who experienced the premonition of the lo~s of 
the Lady E lgin, and who prophesied thereof, were not all, or e\en 
chiefly, spiritualists. But the facts show the power of spirit influence. 
These e\ents rcmina us of the good demon of Socrates, who always 
attended him, and who warned him Qf all coming e\ents- warning 
him even on the day of his death that no evil should that day befall 
him, and thereby enabling Socrates to regard death as no evil. Thus, 
like a good angel, came these premonitions of the disaster of the Lady 
Elgin- coming to Catholics, to Protestants, to :Ji ethodists and to 
Presbyterians alike. These surely are not spiritualists testifying in 
their own behalf. Will my friend reject these also? No hwnan eye 
could see but that the ill-fated Lady Elgin, as she left the port of 
Chicago, would ha\e a safe passage. But Capt. \'\"ilson went out on 
her, on that awful night, with the belief that some terrible danger 
was impending over him. There was no outer evidence of the fate 
that was to befal the boat, but the hand of the spirits, waving from 
the other world, told the sad tale that they might prepare for it. If 
all this bad happened in olden times it would certa.inly ha\e been 
considered a wonderful fulfi llment of prophecy; and spiritualists 
accept it as part of the chain of evidence of the truth of their belief. 

In 1855 the spiritual paper published at \Yaukegan, Ill. , called 
the lVcste1'n Orient, edited by Hiram Hugunin, published a prophecy 
as to a forthcom ing war in Europe. In this prophecy the very events 

7 



98 MODERN SPIRITUALIS:\I. 

which have since occurred on that continent were for. hadowed with 
great d ir~tinctness. The spirits have also prophe~ied the present strife 
between the northern and southern portions of our own nation1 and 
that Buchanan would not serve out his time as P re idcnt of an united, 
but a divided people. This has certainly been remarkably fulfilled. 
The separation of our confederacy has been foretold by many 
mediums. Different prophecies have been m~de as to the late war in 
Europe and the loss of the Pope's lJower, which have been fulfilled. 
Those prophecies are numerous. And were it not for invading the 
sacred privacy of the domestic circle, I could unve11 to you the ful
fillment of prophecies that wouid astound you. T here arc meclimns 
who prophecy upon matters of family and domestic interest, and of a 
business nature, who can unveil the future. llut the ·o mediums arc 
few, and their manifestations are generally confined to a few who can 
appreciate them. 

Now my friend is anxious to know how the Fox girls found out 
tl1at the spirits wanted the alphabet. ~Irs. Fox first discovered that 
by moving her baud the raps would follow it; and strike as many 
times as she did. The idea very naturally suggested itself to her 

that if they could count, they could also sa.y .A, B, C. It seems to be a 

very poor argument that my friend has built up upon this. If I had 
never seen or h eard of raps, and they should come to me, I should 
naturally ask questions of them, and if they wanted the alphabet, 
would soon ascertain it. 

In my q notation from John W esley, I did him no injustice. I 
quoted from him word for word. His idea of p1·ogression is just 
what the Spiritualists belieye in. W esley is the grand oracle of the 
1Uetl1odist church. I respect him very much. In many other Te

spects than this he held my own opinions. 
:\h. \\TnrTING's time here expired. 

JVIR. JONES' TWELFTH ARGUl\IENT. 

1\ir. Jo~ES said- . 
For the conclusion of this discussion> and the introduction of other 

evidence, there remaius but one J1our. It will be necessary therefore 
for me to lay aside the consideration of some things advanced by my 
opponent, aud attend to the points made by bini in his last speech. 
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And first, as to the fulfillment of prophecy. Now it does not follow 
that because things are foretold and then come to pass, that the 
prophecy of their coming had its m·igin in a super mundane source
a source superior to the organism tluough which the prophecy came , 
Our friend has told us that the. spiritua1 manifestations were first 
foretold by that seer, Andrew Jackson Davis. 'l'o sl10w you h ow 
much credit is to be given to :J:h. Davis as an honest man, I will tell 
yon two things about him which c::mnot be denied, and which indi
cate a previous understanding betw·een him and the Vox girls. I n a 
lecture delivered iu Cleveland one night, Mr . Davis prophesied that 
Horace ::nann was soon t o lecture on woman. He had seen the l\ISSj 
in a clairvoyant state, and wotlld give some c1uotations from the lecture, 
wh ich h is audience would afterwards see when it was printed. He 
did so-when a gentleman rose np in his seat and said, ''Mr. Davis, 
that quotation I to-day read in the 1\'etv Yorl.: Tribune, and if you 
dispute it, I will bring the paper J1ere and read it to the anclinco." 
This is one instance of Davis' honesty. On another occasion he stole 
from a scientific publication an article on the causes of rain: altered 
its title, publisJ1ed it, and declared that he had himself seen all these 
phenomena in t.he atmosphere. W hat confidence can you place in 
such a man as this? 

Now as to these prophecies about the ''Lady E lgin." They amount 
to this : "Tic said that many people said, that somebody else said, 
that this disaster was predicted." The facts are, that the vessel 
\-vent ou t upon an excursion- she was overladen and crowded with 
people j many persons, of a timid and fearing nature, would suspect 
that some disaster might h appen to her. Now if all the premonitions 
had occurred, wh ich is perfectly probable, and the Ycsscl had come 
h ome safe, we never would have heard of them ; but as the vessel 
chanced to be lost, they are now claimed as prophecies, and as irre
sistablc proof of the truth of Spiritualism. Besides this, it is very 
easy to make up prophecies after the event predicted has occurred. 
A gentleman told me that be had a strong impression that during this 
discussion the walls of this hall would give way, and that a terrible 
scene of destruction would occur. Now if this should happen , my 
spiritual friends would hail it as a wonderful fulfillment of prO}Jhccy. 
But I prophesied that the walls would not fall, and my prophecy is 
likely never to be heard of. I can bring you dozens of prophecies 
made by Spiritualists, which have never come to pass. Iror instance, 
there was a medium named l\l aumette, who Eved at :Little P rairie 



100 MODERN SPIRITUALISM. 

Round, who prophecied that l\Ir. :l\Iorris, the brother of John and 
Dolphin 1\Iorris, had been lost on board the steamer " Central Ameri
ca." I have an affidavit about this which I will read: . 

DECATUR, l\Jrcrr., ~brch 22th, 1861. 
I hereby certify, that n.bout two years a.nd a half ago, a woman, nn.med 

:Maumette, wbo was called a medium, came to my house and declared that 
she was very much troubled with tlle S})irit of my brother, who had been n,b
sent for sevcrn,l yen,rs, and sn,id tha.t she could give me some infm·mntion con
cerning him. And 1 hereby decla.re that the said woman said that my brother 
had left Missouri, to which place he went when he left us, and llad gone to 
California; but being unsuccessful in business, had started for the States in 
the "Central America," and that he had perished in the waters, and was then 
benen,th the waters of the sea. An<! furthermore, I decl:11·e that in three 
months after I received a letter directly from my brother, Jtlmes 1\Iorris, and 
have received others since that time, which show him to be a resident of 
North-Western l\fjssouri, wher~ he resided then and resides now. I would 
furthermore state, that the said woman was very much disturlled by this cir
cumstance, and would not yield the point until severn,l letters rendered the 
certainty entirely incontrovertible. 

STATE OF l\UCHIGA~,} 
VAN BUREN COU~T1:. 

DECATUR, ~herr., ~farcb 12th, 1861. 
There personally appeared before me, Dolphin :Morris, and made solemn 

oath to the truth of the foregoing stn,tement n,nd n.ffidavit. 
ORRIN T. WELCH, Justice of tlLe Peace. 

There is a prophecy for you now! What a glorious fulfillment was 
there of it. Another prophecy was given by that lady, who has be
fore been named so frequently in these debates, at No. 134 South 
Sixth street, Williamsburg, on the 29th of N ovcmber, 1854. 

[Here tl1c speaker read a prophecy relating to events that would 
occur in Europe, and which alluded to the assassination of one of the 
crowned heads of Europe. and to t.he appearance of a man in Italy, 
who should be a traitor to his King, but a true man to his God. The 
gentleman failed to furnish the reporter with the extract, and it does 
not, therefore, occur here.-REPORTER.] 

Now the medium who gave this prophecy, when it appeared to fail , 
sought to fix it upon Nicholas of Russia, who dietl during the Cri
mean war. Another prophecy was made in the New York Thncs, of 
April, 1856, stating that the steamer Ericson had gone down at sea 
on the 26th of that month. The same paper, ten days afterwards, 
published an article chronicling the safe arrival of the Yessel at New. 
York. 

I have read an affidavit from a spiritual table maker, that sl1ows 
how some of the raps are to be accounted for. Now I want to know 
how it is that all your rapping mediums are ladies. Is it because 
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their voluminous crinoline and flowing skirts are necessary to conceal 
the knocking they use to produce the Taps? I tell you that whereYer 
there is a rap, there is a rogue. 

Xow, I wish to read to you the testimony of the editor of the 
New Orleans Orescent. I should first state, that when I recently vis
ited New York, I went to the office of the Spiritual Telegraph, and 
saw ~Jr. Patridge. I asked him to direct me to some of the hestand 
most reliable spirit mediums in the city. ''Sir," said he, ''I regret 
to say that our ablest medium is now out of the city- that is Dr. 
Redman." In the New Orleans Orescent of February 29th, 1860, 
I read the following concerning this man so highly recommended by 
the editDr of the Sp-trz'tual Telegraph : 

"DISAPPEARANCE OF DR. TIED~IA.."{, 

' ·We yesterday gave some account of the sudden disappearance of Dr. Re.d
man (not Redmond, as we bad it,) the pretended spiritun.l medium, who had, 
for some weeks, been astorushing and fleecing credulous people in this com
munity. He disappea.red in consequence of the arrjval of Dr. Bly, who 
quickly went to work to show some of the '"'ictims how they had been deceh·ed, 
and opened an office on Dauphine street, near that of the swindler, that he 
might be ready ::t.t hand to explain the swindle to all who felt like calling. 
1Ve were misinformed when we stated that Redman's cheating was first clis
co~ered by a well-known Spiritualist in this city. Dr. Bly, a.rrh·ing quickly 
and finding out the names of some of the most prominent of the 'ictims, had 
an interview with thjs gentleman; and after astonishing him with raps and 
messages from departed friends-all done in such a manner as to baffie the 1 

closest scrutiny-developed the whole cheat to him, and requested h im to visit 
Redman ag~in, the latter not yet being aware of Bly's a1·riva.L The gentle-
man went; h::t.d another sitting with Redman; was this time able to see into 
the trick; denounced him as an imposter, and demanded the restoration of 
over :1. hundred dollars he had paid to him. Redman 1·efuncled the money, and 
in less than an hour from that time he was off for parts unknown. Yesterday 
we visited Dr. Bly. He satisned us thoroughly as to what he professed. He 
produced the so-called spirit rappings, and produced written messages from 
our dead friends, in a manner as perfeet as we C\Cr sa-w at any spiritual sit· 
ting or circles, at many of which we ha\e been present. He told us before 
be began. that he was only going to humbug us; and belie,ing this, we were 
still profoundly astonished, for we were utterly unable to detect the humbug
gery. Afterward, when the Doctor explained. the tricks and put us in the 
way of doing the same things as well as he, we will f1·eely confess that our 
a8tonishment amounted to the sublime. There ne,er was o. cheat so simple. 
The California ball game, and the other scientific tricks with which swindlers 
decoy cash out of the pockets of the unwary, must hide their diminished 
he::t.ds before these pretended spiritual manifestations by which Redman and 
other robbers have reaped so much money from the unsuspecting multitudes." 
-Rew Orleans Crescent, February '29th, 1860. 

What will our spiritual friends say now? Will they persist in 
spite of all this in crowding their belief down our throats? I again 
tell you, that whereYer there is rap there is a rogue. 

:My friend may get rid of this by saying, that in our own church 
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there are hypocrites and rascals; I admit it. But we do not endorse 
the ability of a man in our church, lntt simply his moral character j 
and when we find him to be a rogue, we denounce him aud do not 
endorse him, as the edit01· of the Sp-iritual Te~graph endorsed Red
man to me. I love au honest humbug like Dr. llly; but I bate an 
impo3tcr }jke Redman. \Vhen the8e imposters trifle as they do with 
our most sacred feelings, there is no language too severe to express 
my condemnation of their conduct. 

Here l'Ir. JONES' time expired. 

1\Ilt. 'VHITING'S TWELFTII REPLICATION. 

l\1r. WHITING said-
I first wish to read to you from "Owen's Footfalls on the Doundery 

of another \Vorld," page 289, the following statement of the dis
covery of the iutelligcucc of the Itaps, by the Fox girls: 

"Ka.te Fox tried, by silently bringing together her thumb a.nd forefinger, 
whether she could still obta.in a r esponse. Yes! It could see t.hen as well a.s 
heu.r. She ealled her mother: 'Only look, mother!' she sa.i~ bringing to
gether her finger and thumb as before; and as often as she repeated the noise
less ruolion, just so often .responded the raps. 

"This o,t once anestcd her mother's attention. 'Count ten,' she said, 
acldre:"1Sing the noise. 'l'en strokes distinctly given ! 'How old is my daugh
ter l\largQ,ret ?' 'fwelve strokes! 'And Ku.te ?' Nine! 'What can all this 
mean?' was Mra. l•'ox's thought; who was answering her? Was it only some 
mysterious echo of her own thoughts? J3ut the next question she put seemed 
to refute that )den. 'How many children ha.ve I?' she asked aloud. Seven 
strokes! 'All,' she thought, ' itcnn ))lmtcler sometimes.' And then, aloncl, 
'Try again!' Slilllhe number of rnps was seven. Of a sudden, a thought 
cro~:;sed 1\lrs. Fox's mind : 'Are they alive?' she asked. Silence for nnswer. 
'IT ow mtmy are living ?' Six strokes. 'How many dcn.d ?' A single st.rokc. 
She had lost a. ch ild. 

"Then she asked, 'Are you a man ?' No nnswe1·. 'Are you a sph·it ?' It 
ritpped. 'i\la.y my neighbors h em.·, if I c:1ll tilem ?' It rapped again. 

" Thereupon she a.sked her husband to call a neighbor-a. )[rs. Redfield
who cnme in laughing; but her cheer was soon cha.nged. The a.nswers to he1· 
inquiries were a.s prompt :md pertinent as they had been tn those of Mrs. 
Fox. She was struck with awe; u.nd when in reply lo n question u.bout tbe 
number of her children, by 1·upping four instead of th ree, a::; she oxpec(ed, it 
reminded her of a. little uo.ugb.ter, l\iary, wl10m ~be had recently lost, she 
burst into tcnrs."-Pu.ge ~89. 

In regard to tl1e discovery of the body of tl10 poddlCi: in the cellar 
of the house at Hydesville, about which my friend inquired, I have 
simply to state, that at the suggestion of the spirits a search was made 
in the cellar; and altho11gh once discontinued on account of the 



MODERN SPIRITUALIS:U:. 103 

water which flowed iu from an adjoining creek, in the spring, was 
afterwards resumed, and por6ons of a hUlllan skeleton found in the 
1ocality designated by the spirits. · 

I now will read a narratiYe of events which occurred in the family 
of J ohu "\Y eslcy, at his residence at Epworth : 

~IEl\JOTIA~DU~f OF .)OHK WESLEY, DETAlLlNG TilE GEKERAL 
ClTICU.~.\I S'l'X~;CES, Q_F WHICH ALL THE FAMILY WEl~E FREQUEXT 
WI'r~ ESS I~S. 

'· Tiefore it came into my room the btc1H~s we1·e fu~quenlly l ifted up, the 
windows claltercu. ond wl.tntcvcr iron or lwass was about the chomber rung 
and jarred exceedingly. When it was in any room, let tllem make wllat noise 
they would, its dea.d: hollow note woulLl be clea.r ly heard above them all. 

" 'rhc sounc.l very often seemed in the air in the middle of the room ; nor 
conld they mal(e 1my sucll themselves by any coni.ri'"ancc. li never came by 
clay, till my mother orderecl the hom to be blown. Aftel' that time, scarce 
any one could go ftom one l'oom ·i. o another, but the btch of the room they 
went to was lifted up bef01·e ihey touched it. From the time of my mother 
uesiriug it. not to clistnrb bel" fi·om nve t-o &h, it wa~ never hmn·d in he1· cham
ber t.ill she en me down siaits, nor nt auy t.ime when she was employed in 
devotion."-Poge :284. and 285 of C'lurk"s Life of lfrP~lcy. 

As to the cause of these dist~rbances, Dr. Clark has the following: 
" For some time the family believed it to be a trick; but at last they were 

all ~ati fiecl it was something supernatural : with others the bouse was con
sidered as ha nn ted. l\1 rs. W csley's opinion was, probftbly, the most conect. 
She supposed that. these noises portended the death 9f her hrothcr, then in 
the Enst lndia Company's serYice. This gentleman, ·who lwd ncq11h·e<l a large 
fol'tune, suudeuly uisappeared, and was never hearu of morc."-Pagc 287 to 
289 of same book. 

And as· fin appropriate addenda to this I will re~cl another extract 
from \\T csley's sermon on Faith, as follows-page 470: 

"And how mnch will that ndd to the happiues'3 of those spirits, "'Tl1o m·e 
already discharged f\·om the body, t.p.at they are pe1·mitted to minister to tllo::;e 
wl10m ille-y have left behind ? An indisputable proof of this we have in the 
tv.eniy-seconc1 chapter of the Tievelatioil. When the apostle fell down to 
·worship the glo1·ious spirit -which he seems to have mi~takeu fol' Christ, be 
told him plainly, '1 ar.1 of thy fellow-servnnts, the prophet, :" not God, not 
an angel, but a lluman spiril..." 

I uow wish to introduce a letter relative to the painting of portraits 
by spirit agency, as follows : 

LA SALLE, Fchrunry ~7, 18GL 
:JIR. A. B. WmTING, ALina~, Dear Friend: You ask for n. uc cription of 

the spirit portraits, taken by } ! r. W. P. Anderson, of my friends in the spirit 
worhl. 

.So. ]. A lifo size portmit of Joseph Lovel Larkin, who died ~ovember 15, 
18~0, twent,y yenrs last November . 'l'he picture is twenty-eight by thirty
eight inches ; was taken in two hours a nd forty minutes. '!'here is n. wreath 
1·ound it, nearly two yal' tls long, on which are twenty-nine roses, g1·n.c~fully 
t hrown over t.he left, M'm, which is excenued above the herld, holdmg n. 
bouquet.. In the other ha nd is n large bouquet of rare flo.wers. Several art
ists have seen it., n.nd admit it would take them, at leas t, SIX days to copy the 
wreath alone. The likeness is a good one. I recognized i t i n a moment on 
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seeing it, although I bad two other boys nearly of the same age and size in 
the spirit world, and had asked for the others and not this. 

No. 2. Francis B. Larkin , died July 16, 1846; life i?. e-snme size as the 
other . With his right hand he has gathered up his tunic and holding his 
flowers; the left is extended, catching t.be flowers as they drop from his 
mother: far up in the clouds, directly above the child and partly over his 
left, is seen his mother, so far up in the clouds, that, although she was eight 
times larger than the boy, yet she appears not larger than his arm a.nd band. 
Roses dropping from her hand at that bight appea1· about the size of a hn.lf of 
a pea, and yet when they reach his band a.re nearly or quite two inches across. 
I h:we a miniature of the mother, taken before she died. The picture is so 
perfect, that every one is struck with the resembbnce of t.be two. On the 
other side, and far above, appear the likenesses of his t.wo little brothers. 
This likeness is equally as good as the other. I call them both a good like
ness of the two boys. 

No. 3. I s lhe likeness of my mother's youngest sister, who died thirty-one 
yen.rs n,go-namely, .July 17, 1830, aged twenty-fout· years. This is, also, a 
good likeness. I recognize it as perfect as she appeared six months before 
she died. 

No. 4. Is a Hkeness of my wife's father, who died ten years ago, taken for 
her before even that she so much as knew t bat likenesses were taken of the 
spirits. She calls it a good likeness of her father. 

No. 5. I s the likeness of a little girl, who died four yeat·s ago last summer, 
aged four years. Of this the father, l\Tr. 0. N. Adams, snys, be would not 
have a pencil stroke diffe1·ent. Others who knew the child recognize it as a 
goou likeness. 

No. 6. l s the likeness of the same child as she now appenrs after four years 
awl a hn.lf in the spirit world. This looks much more spiritual and refined. 
It is called by many l\lr. Anderson's mastrr piece. The most striking part of 
this picture is the perfect shape of the ann, showing tbrongh drn pery. 

No. 7. Is l\1rs. Dal'l'on, wife of Sidney Dn,rron, who died eleve~1 or t.welve 
years ago. Mr. Dan·on cn.lls it a perfect likeness; m:-~. riy others hn.ve recog
nized it as l\h·s. Dn.rrou, and a goocl likeness. The worked collar and dress, 
also breast pjn, arc precisely like the one she wore in life tilne. 

No. 8. Alikeness of r1 1\frs. Scott, who died many yerLrs a,go. This picture 
was recognized before completed; a,fter which two good tests were atta.ched : 
first, she was hump-bn.cked ; second. the peculiar manner she always wore 
and tied a l1andkcrchief around her neck. 

No. {) and 10 were the likenesses of l\Irs. Cook and child, ten years old, 
,v;fc of l\Ir. A. G. Cook, of Ottawa, and their cl1ild. This is a mngnificent 
picture, life size, fully dressed as in life time. These figu •·cs were both taken, 
their forms, dress, hands nnd arms: the boy's arm around the motllcr's wnist, 
the mother 's arm n.round tbe boy and resting upon his left ~houluer, the band 
and fingers showing perfect as in life ; and yet the Dl)"Stel'Y is not told: for 
lo! neither beads were on their bodies- the pictures all completed, but head
less. In a few hours afterwards t.he heads were pbced upon their shoulders, 
or rather between them, as perfect and natural as if fir t dl':twn, and then the 
other parts w·awn to correspond. ~Iy wife ::md I will both testify to this on 
any n.nd all occn.sions, as we both examined the pictures minutely in their 
semi-completed condition. 
~o. 11. Is the likeness of a little boy, son of l\Ir. and the present. 1\irs. A. 

S. Cook, of Otlawn,, life size. This was taken in a nude stn.te, with a light 
sash or robe thrown across its loins, and showing every muscle in the sys- -
tem as perfectly as can be shown by a Powers. The arms arc held up, the 
hand holding a basket of splendid flowers above his hand n.nd hanging down 
or ch ooping around him. This picture was also completed without the head. 
We both saw this hea,dless, and yet complete, but cHd not see it completed for 
nearly Ol' quite two weeks afterwards. These three last ai-e ncknowledged by 
their friends as perfect likenes

0
ses. 
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Xo. 1~. Was the daughter of Webster Laing, a full sized picture, very beau
tiful. This picture hns probably been recognized by more persons than any 
yet taken. This picture was taken twenty-one miles from my house, at :\Ir. 
Laing's, on the prairie. 

I shall add t.wo more to the number- farther than that I do not know as it 
is any use to add more, tbough I might add a large number, taken and recog
nised while at my house. 

i\Ir. W. P. Anderson. with his lady, were at ou~· house about three months 
last fall, and all of the above save one, whh some forty or fifty others, were 
taken during that. time. When be came to my bouse, the room was fitted up 
for him, aud darkened, thoroughly examined and carefully furni shed by a.n 
unbeliever, n member of the Baptist Ohurch, and we can testify tbnt nll of the 
apparatus used in making those pictures was simply a lend pencil and a 
sheet of white paper. One of the pictures taken, 'vhich now hangs in our 
honse, was taken on Starved Rock, seven miles from home, in the presence of 
_.\Ir. J ohn ~I. Turner, our Post ) l aster, Mr. Holland, a :Methodist Class Leader, 
~Irs. Anderson and myself; it -rras an I ndian, a Pl'incess, as represented, 
which we have no reason to doubt. I could give you a good test in regard to 
this and another taken in the same place; but it will require a lengthy report 
to do the matter justice. 

In the above descriptions I have intended to be truthful. If any one doubts 
my stntements, let him visit me, and I will do the best in my power to satisfy 
him that at least I ba"Ve not deceived intentionally. 

I will say one word more. As the almighty dollar has more might in argu
ment than anything else, I will now make to you, and through you to any of 
your friends, an offer of one hundred dollars, for any person who will do the 
work of three minutes in fifteen days, as neatly and as perfect as the copy, 
which I will give them to follow. .Ancl when they have worked to their 
heart's content, and find they cannot do it, if they will giYe me fift.y dollars, 
I will get the spirits to show, or rather do it for them, in the three minutes. 

We haYe a picture that pw·ports to be one of an Indian brave. 1'he pic~ 
ture was taken in fifteen minutes, wit.h all its parapbm·na1ia. On the right 
side of h is cap Ol' turban is a single goose quHl or feather, which is run 
through the band and sticks up aboYe t.he head. . 

Now I propose to give to any person one hundred dollars wl1o 'vill put 
through anot.ber feather, on the other side of the head, and th rough the band, 
as perfect as the one on the right side- !l.nd they may lay the top of the 
feather under the one already there, or over it, as they please. This whole 
picture was taken in fifteen minutes; they may have fifteen days to do but a 
moiety of the work in it. 

Who will do it? 
I will make another offer. We have two pictures here, taken by ~Ir. An~ 

derson, around which is thrown a circle, .or an elliptic, neither of which have 
I dese1·ibed in the above. 

I will give to any person one hundred dollars who wm strike a circle or 
elliptic which shall exactly fit on to that, in all its parts, with no instruments 
but lead pencil and pnper. I will allow them three hundred and sixty-fiye 
days to do it in, they may work fifteen hours a day, t!lking seYen days in the 
week, and may have a pile of paper twenty feet high to experiment upon; 
try as many times as they please, and as often; may look at the picture as 
much as they please, but are to take no measurements. When they have 
tried suffident, for fifty dollnrs I will have the same thing produced in three 
seconds by the spirits, through l\Ir. Anderson. The above offer is made to any 
one who will do it in his normal condition, without spirit n.iu. 

'Yith many kind :wishes for your health and success. 
I am, yours truly, 

L Y~IA~ B. LARKIN, :l\1. D. 
Fellow of the .Zlfasa . .J.1Iedical Society. 

' 
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I~ASALL"E, l\Iarch 4, 'Gl. 
:Mr. A. B. WHITING-Dear Friend: I promised you a desct iption of two 

more pictures: 
No. 1 is the portrait of the fn.ther of our prc&eut Post :Jiaster , ::\lr. John l\1. 

Turner . lie left earth's plain forty years ago. It is a beautiful pict.m·e. It 
1·esembles our Post Mn.ster ve1·y much, and yet we cannot r ecognize H., as he 
died the same day on which his son was bo1·n. 

No. 2 is the porh·ait of Capt. Clark, of Kew Haven, Connecticut. This is 
the largest picture as yet taken. All who knew him, who Ln-vc seen it, re
cognize it as a good likeness. Capt. Clark was a large man, a sen. captain, 
and Ln.d followeu the sen. for many years, but <.lied at home. 1'hc picture is 
tn.ken fnll size-he is tn.ken sitting in an arm chair, like the one he fo t· ycn.rs 
used in his office, and is sitting at his table writing; there al'e severn} of his 
account books upon the tn.ble; his inkstand, the sn.rne he hau nsed fol' yea:;:s, 
t.he cork Laken out. and standing upon its top, as was tbe old gentlemnu's cus
tom always to }Jlacc it; his t elescope J.nd compass both lying upon the tnble; 
the table is covered with a damask cloth, the ftgtU'es of which Hbow plninly 
as it bangs down in f1·ont of the table. The coat and vest, J ike t la e ones he 
had worn for years, with the vest, a single breasted one, bnttoneu up to the 
last button n . .t the top, as he hau always worn it fot year~ ; shirt collar and 
neck tie. Thus far, the picture is complete, but no hen.cl. .A ncl in that con
dition the picture l'emained uearly two weeks, as seen l)y mysel f and wife. 
After tha.l, the head was set into the shirt collar as na\ural ac; life. When 
the head wus put on, he stood at the head and worked from the top of the 
bead tlown to the shirt collar., This picture purports lo have been .Mrs. )I. 
Tm·ner's father. Mr. and :Mrs. 'Iun1e1.· both pronounce it a correct likeness 
jn every particular. Truly yonrs, 

We fully concur in the above statement. 
L. D. LARKIN. 

JOHN H. ~IcFARTI.A~. 
J. H. 1\lcF A f.. RAN. 

All of this weig1tt of testimony I consider a part of the great c])ain 
of argument, which leads us, irresistibly; to tlw conclusion, that these 
manifestations are of spiritual origin. 

JHy opponent has alluded to the fact, tl1at sometimes i)ropbecies 
ha:ve beeu proyen false. Mr. Davis has fully explained the apparent 
plagarism in relation to the quotations from Horace :Manu's lecture. 
He had not seen the T1·ibtme which eorttained it; he had remaiue.d 
shut up in his room all the day he was in Cleveland; and the paper 
containing the lecture arrived in Cleveland on the late train the night 
he alluded to it. So of the theory of rain, which my friend accu~es 
him of stealing. The article of )Ir. Davis is not enough like that 
which be is accused of purloining, to be n. plaga.rism. 1\Ir. Davis 
needs no endorsement from me. I-Ie is looked up to and respected 
all over Europe and America, and bis mild aud truthful character 
has always placed him above abuse. I-Ie bas been attacked and has 
received detraction and calumny, and has gone on the even 'tenor of 
his way. '\Vhen Grimes and Mattison aud Gordon and Felton and all 
the other detractors of Spiritualism shall have been forgotten, tlie 
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name and memory of Andrew J ackson Da~is will stand immortal, 
with a tiara of glm·y shiuiug rolllld h is head. All that my opponent 
can 8ay can detract nothing from his 1·eputationi or make a flaw iu his 
spotless character, who has lifted np his \oice only to gh·e expression 
to words of wj ·dom and sinceri ty. 

As to Dr. lledman: I can S<lY that he as~erts; ~md that .X. C. Fol
ger-who is the man who accm;ed him of being an imposter-aJmits 
that he said to him, (:Sir, yon are a good physical medium; but you 
cheated me in the ballot-test." Folger demanded the raps, and be
came angry becau8e he could not obtain them. Ticdmau, who is a 
timid man, bccmnc ala1·med, and could at that t ime call no spirits to 
his aid. 

He1·e l\Ir. \\HlTlNG's time ex:!1itcd. 

l\11L JOXES' CLOSIXG .A.ItGU:)IE~'l,. 

1\Ir. J·o=-'JES said-
~Iy opponent must now be aware that be has arri\ed at the full 

end of his cYidence. ~.'he rules o:f debate will cut him ofl now f1·oru 
the introduction of ?,ny new matter to which I c~nnot reply. I tl·em
bled in my EcaL wl1cn he got l!p cmd can1.C fonvard with his docu
ments; but still we ~tand, and uow we ha\e no fcal'. I wi ~:;h on(e 
mo:;..-e to tnrn your attention aud 11is to the question of 01e credibility 
of his witnesses. I h.we cstabli~hed the poiut by tJ1c best lc~·nl an .. 
tJIOl'ity, t]u\t '\Yhcre wj tnes~cs contradict e<1Ch other, the;·e is po'ma 
fcc 1·a e\ic~ence of fral!d. .Xovr: in voh1111e 2; pn:;e 253 of Andrew 
J~ck~on Dm·is' TieYel<1.tion~, we TC~td tha~ the re:r.:lJOlli,e~ ii·oLl tl1c ~pirit 
wo•·ld tn·e Ycry coufiicting. In the fli:st place, a spili.t hl rorms )Jr. 
THfany that the fh:st or p1·imm·y sphere in wl1ich the ~ph·it · d" ell: is 
th1 ce wj]c. from the cari.h. A spi1·it, in tJ1e Jlm~ntC1in Coce Jf.Ju,·;lal, 
says the first sphe1·e is four miles from the e31i:h j Dallou say· it is 
se\en mHes away; ~[rs. Franklin says that the 8hining f:tars are the 
h omes of the ~pirits. Now how delic:htfnlly Gwy do agree ! In the 
book called "Superud Theology," we are told that the F'CYCnth sphere 
is fom· thousand miles from the earih; Gridley says the first sphere 
is fiyc thousand miles away, and the sixth sphere thirty thousand miles 
cli:;tflnt. I ndians inhabit th e second S])here, says the "llarmonia." 
1\Ir. H ammond says this is not true. Spir its cannot pa ·s through 
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solid substances, says a book called "Spirit Intercourse," on pages 
125, 138 and 141. H ere is Britton's statement of h ow one went in 
and out of a locked trunk. Thus do we come on our opponent's own 
ground, and confute him by these endless contradictions, which, 
according to the rules of evidence, destroy the credibility of his 
witnef'ses. 

Throughout this ·disc~ion we have endeavored to hold fast to the 
question, demanding evidence to prove the negative position assumed 
by my opponent. He has met us, just as the spiritualitss have always 
met us before-by mocking us by coming here with his spiritual books 
and his B an1wr of L -ight, and hy giving us nearly half an hour's dose 
of letters about a man who took spiri tual pictures. ~ro overthrow our 
position, my opponent should have pro'"ed that these manifestations 
do originate with depart~d human beings. I f these manifestations 
occur in every town, as my friend bas said they do, they should have 
been produced here. He avoided complying with this demand, on 
the pretended ground that the conditions could not be made right, 
and that I am too antagonistic-thus actually confessing that I could 
have the power to prevent even ~liss Ada Hoyt from having her 
manifestations here. Think of a poor, weak mortal like me prevent. 
ing some high and powerful intelligence like Bacon or Locke from 
communicating with humanity. ''The conditions are not right," says 
he. One condition is, that you must believe first and be receptive, 
before you can get the evidence that will convince you- you have to 
be gullible before you are gulled. I have met my opponent on his 
own ground, and have shown that his witnesses a.re not reliable, and 
that they contratlict themselves. This I defy him to deny. If this 
audience comprises men of intelligence, they will know that I have 
kept close to the rules of evidence, and that I have had a right to 
dema.nd and insist upon the only class of evidence that would be con
vincing, and which my opponent has refused to produce. 

I can rest the debate here by reading the following eloquent expres
sions of the Rev. T. L. Harris, once a Spiritualist, but now a minister 
of the gospel-but far removed. from me in the sublime mysticism of 
Swedenborganism. The (( Epic of the Starry Heavens" was written 
by 1\Ir. H arris when he was a Spiritualist; but he has lived to see_ 
the delusion under which he then labored and to bear this eloquent 
testimony against it : 

"If I strip the veil from this horror, I have a I'ight, as a Christian teacher, 
so to do. I but reiterate matters which the best informed of Spiritualists are 
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as fully acquainted with, o.s that media speak, or that tables mo>e. I do it , 
not for the purpose of exciting prejudice against the spiritual movement of 
the age, but rather because I view these things as the confused ~hn.pes 11nd 
images of darkness, rolled up from Infernus, to delude as many as possible 
into a corrupt aud ruinous belief in spiritual sorceries and delusions; nnd so 
to disgust all, whom they cannot thus infatuate, a to induce them to remain 
neutral in the gren.t coming fight between the Spil'itun.list of Hea,'en anc.l rhc 
Spiriluali ts of Hell. :\Iw·der, adultery, suicide, and the most revolting blas
phemies, may be traced directly to the communications and putting forth of 
impure spirits, both in ancient and in modern times. But those which the 
most external ob erver cnn thus trace, ser>e merely as the visible bubbles that 
show the current of the 

''And, so far as lnm nble to judge, the majority of such instances are trace
able to the habit of attending .sceance.s. I earnestly call attention to this point. 
The roan of iron nerves may say that he feels no change of stn.te. He may 
laugh dowe the idea of periL With him it is but a question of time. The 
vitriol that eats in a day through iron wire, has but to continne the process to 
eat through the iron bar. It is slow, this poison, but it is sure. I lifL the 
al:num cry of danger. It is not. safel unless there is a Divine use and value 
in the act, and so unless it is in the order of Providence, either to submit to 
a spirit's influence, or to participate in circles for spirit manifestations. * * 

"A with a voice from the secret chambers, where the fair, the young, the 
virtuous, the unsuspecting, from the mere habit of attending the .sceance, ha>c 
felt the foul contact of the larne from perdition, I cry to all, 'Shun the 
sceance, where the unregenernte, or giddy, or worldly, or volatile and careless 
medium officiates as the mediator and opener of the door between the 
natural and un cen worlds. If you do not wish to become yourselves demo
nines, shun the plnce and shun the occasion. ' To the pure, to those who 
would remain pure, I can hint such reasons as, if uttered, would make every 
ear tingle." 

That is the expression of one who came from the dark realms of 
Spiritualism one year ago. I say to you, adding my voice to his and 
.praying Hea--r en to gi--rc strength to it, as you lo'e Truth and Justice, 
as you would not mock the hopes of those who seck a true revelation 
from heaven, shun the seance, and look upon its tricks and fantasies 
as you do upon those of jugglery. You can't e:x{ain the \Vizard's 
tricks; and yet you are called upon to give up your Bible, truth, and 
all holy things for, this despicable jugglery. The Bible, the church, 
and Heaven are to be surrendered for it. Spiritualists abuse that 
blessed book. Let them: it will stand firm as the pillars of llea\en; 
and notwithstanding all the contumely that Spiritualism may heap 
upon it, it will still stand forth a bright and shining light, making the 
sons of the morning to shout for joy, bringing liberty to the captives 
and the opening of the prison-doors to those who are bound. I ha-re 
gi\en my voice against resting our faith upon the delusive and shal
low basis of Spiritualism; and I have shown to you, to the extent of 
my ability and strength, that the claims of Spiritualism are false and 
the very height of folly. 

I would say in conclusion, that I have the kindest feelings toward 
my opponent. If I have, in the debate, offended the feelings of any 
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one, I nsk h is forgiveness, as h e hopes to be forgiven of God. I 
h ave been necessi t.:'l.ted to draw forth these things. I hope that time 
will comc when my opponent can see a cleaTer light than that which 
now guides him, and that we shall yet sing together in th at celestial 
sphere where all is purity and truth. I accord to l1im eminent 
ability; but I deny his inspiration. The1·e is no insincerity in my 
words when I say that he is the ablest Spiritualist I ha,ve ever met 
with or read of. I pay him this compliment in all sincerity; and 

with gratitude for the manner in which h e has conducted th is deba.te. 
TruLh is the ulLimatum we both are striving to reach; and the l)ath 
wl1ich we pursue to reach that goal, is of butJ, little moment, so that 
at last tl1e wished-for Rock is found. 

Here 1\-Ir. JONES' time expired. 

l\IR. \ VHITL.\'"G'S CLOSE. 

} lr. "'\VHITING said: 

I thank my opponent for the high compliment h e has paid me. 
:More than this I will not now say. "'\Yhether it be deserved or not, is 
not relevant to the question. FTom the beginning to th e end of this 
discussion, ·we l1ave endeavored to keep close to the subject, and to 
produce the very best evidence, oral, written and. printed, wl1ich 
could be afforded of the truth of our position. It all stands on re
cord there. It is indisputable. lUy opponent demands that 1\Ir. 
Anderson, the s!Jirjt picture painter, shall prove that these pictures 
are tJ1e works of spirits. 'rYe answer that they prove tlutt themselves, 
by tbe internal evidence they carry with them. The artist who 

painted these pictures is a young man, aod many of the portraits 
are those of old men, who died before he w~1s born. And then the 
pictures were painted in so short a time, th at no earthly hands could 
achieve the task. These beautiful pictures, as they hang in the 
parlors of their owners, are living testimonials of the power of the 
spirits to control us. They are ~the pictures of t.be departed, and 
they speak the language of the other life. One of them, tlw picture_ 
of an Indiau maiden, unfolds all the mournfhl ancl romantic history 
of the famous ·'Starved Rock,'' on which Ahe died. These are evi
dences that come home to every soul. As to the other eviden(1es I 
have adduced; the prophecy that my opponent has ·deemed false; has 
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not this prophecy of a man who should arise in Europe, "who .. hould 
be a traitor to his Kiug, but a true man to his G od,n been most fully 
and remarkably fulfilled in the ad\ent of Garibaldi~ the liberator of 
Italy; traitor, it is true, to his King; the tyrant of the SicHies, but a 
true man to his God? And did not the death of the Emperor of 
Russia, who is more than suspected to ha\e been poisoned, fulfill the 
other portion of this remarkable spiritual prophecy? 

I will not notice nt length the other portions of my opponent's 
closing appeal, with the exception of his quotation from :Jlr. Harris, 
That qnotation refers to what :Jlr. Ha.rris calls "disorderly spirit8," 
and after he had written the words which my friend has quoted from 
him, l\Ir. Harris wrote strongly and fervently in favor of the re\ela
tions which were recei\ed from "orderly spirits." IIe di~c1'iminates 
between orderly and di<:::orderly spirits, and while he denounces the 
latter, he appro\es of the former. We do not endm·.Je ::.\Ir. Harris. 
H e i8 a beautiful writer, and while under the spirit influence, wrote 
some beautiful poetry j but, notwithstanding this, he is ei."ratic and 
anxious after popularity and power. 

With all due r~spect to my opponent, he has contradicted himself 
many times in this discussion. Sometimes he has denounced all 
Spiritualists as fools, idiots, or demented persons. Again llC has ad
mitted them to be intelligent j and in conclusion, he warns you to 
beware of their tempting and seductive impostures, and to strive for 
something better and holier than they can give you. 

He wound up with au argument which eYery clergyman always 
uses in such a discussion: keep away from the .~ccance, be exclaims, 
lest you be mixed up with demons! That is the best conclusion for 
all opponents of Spiritualism to ani\e at, :in the opinion of my friend. 
Keep away! Beware of the sceance! beware of imposture! beware 
of self-decei,ed and decei\ers ! This is the uni\ersnl motto of the 
Church and Clergy. But with all their precautions, many of them 
ha\e been con\·erted to Spiritualism. That system of belief stands 
to-day with fonr millions of converts in America, and many thousands 
in all the countries of Europe. Among these con\erts are such men 
as Edmonds, Tallmadge) Simmons, Dr. Hare, and others, of giant 
intelligence and profound education- not at all gullible. It has re
mained for my friend here in Decatur to say that to be a Spiritualist, 
one rnu t be gullible or demented. Does it become him in this man
ner to iwpngn the character of such men as Dr. Hare, Robert Dale 
Owen, Hon. S. S. Jones, of Illinois, the learned Doctors of .New 
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York, and others lik~ them, who are Spiri tualists! Does it become 
him to say that it is necessary for one to be guJlible before he can 
become a Spiritualist? J udge Edmonds was recen tly asked to be
come Hecordcr of the city of ".:'I ew York; be declined the offer upon 
reasons so just and praiseworthy that all the press of New York 
were compelled to praise him; and yet this is a man who is so de
mented and insane as to be a confirmed Spiritualist! The well known 
Lithographist, of P erkins & Co., of Hartford, whose maps and pic
tures are to be seen in every towu, has been a devoted Spiritualist for 
many years. Great mental skill and good judgment is required in 
the art, which he prosecutes so successfully, and yet he is so gullible 
and weak as to be a Spiritualist. Sharpe, the inventor of the cele
brated rifle which bears his name, is a Spiritualist , and he says that 
he invented his rifle by spiritual impression. His establish ment, 
which is a large and important one, is managed by a company of 
Spiritualists. All these facts are parts of our chain of evidence. I 
do not mention a tithe of the distinguished names I could enumerate, 
which are borne by Spiritualists. Does it become my opponent, here 
in this little village of Decatur, to say that all th.ese men are neces
sarily gullible? The shades of the departed dead have, for the last 
twelve years, developed the few mediums which existed twelve years 
ago, into many thousands, scattered all over the country. They stand 
as living witnesses, as a grand phalanx, as a mighty army, in defence 
of the truth of spiritual intercourse. 

I have adduced the names I have mentioned to show that the in
telligent and wealthy of this and other countries, are to be found 
among the ranks of the Spiritualists. I f this be so, and we can 
number among us savans, men of imperial station, and those whom 
the Pope of Rome trembles before, as they act through Napoleon, 
Emperor of France-for not only are spiritual mediums kept con
stantly in the palace of the Tulleries, te advise the Emperor , and to 
warn him of coming dangers-sometimes saving his life by their in
formation-but the Emperor himself is an impressionable medium, 
and acts by spirit influence in his struggle against thl3 Pope; and 
that mighty mind who swings t.he sword of Italy in his hand, and 
controls her destinies, is also a Spiritualist: if all these things are so,_ 
we say, it shows that there is candor, intellect, wealth, power, intelli
gence and ski]] upon the side of Spiritualism; and notwithstanding 
all that my friend has said about tbe necessary gullibility of Spiritu
alists., I think my spiritual friends find themselves in good company 
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at least. Spiritualism is among you with its power and beauty, sink
ing down deep into the heart of humanity. The spirits tell us of 
that which they do know, and they do not contrn.dict them. elves. As 
if one should come to this world from a distant star, and alighting on 
the p1·airies of Illinois, would 1·eturn and descrihe tho ear th as a great 
level plain; while another, alighting on the mountain of the Oregon, 
would describe it as a region of majestic hills j they might seem to 
contradict each other- but they would only speak of the world as 
they each had seen it. So of th e spirits; they testify only as to what 
they know. If one tells you that he lives sixty miles away, and 
another that he lives seven millions of miles distant, it is a difference 
of state and aspiration. Some may wish to go to the distan t planets, 
and others may wish to spend their tjme on earth , to benefit humanity. 

~Iy opponent said that he did not care what "\Vesley, St. Paul, or 
Christ said. But Wesley said that it was a glorious privilege for a 
spirit to return to earth, to benefit humanity. Y e ·, it is indeed a 
glorious privilege. In t.he dim ages of the past we see this. The 
Hindoo Chrisna, the Demon of Socrates, the visions of P lato, the 
wise axioms of Pythagoras and Zenophon, teach us that spiritual 

. communion with th e dead i~ not hypothetical j but tJ1at it is a tele
graph that reaches from Heaven to earth. Do you not get all the 
information yo11 can of a distant land to which you expect to jour
ney? Then investigate SpirituaHsm, for it tells yon of a land in 
which you are to clwel1 forever; and t.he more you know of it, the 
better you will be prepared to enjoy it. Soon you will all be spiri ts, 
and you will then be just as anxious to watch over and befriend those 
loYed ones you leave behind yon) as the spirit~ now arc to watch over 
and befriem1 yon. As you remember the cold word, and the sneer, 
and the h eartless tauut which you gave to the Spiritualist on earth, 
your souls may be darkened. But if you train your minds to the 
reception of these truths, yon will gain a gloriot1s 'i ictory over all 
your chilling doubts and fears. 

)Iy opponent has Hkened Spiritualism to the Lyronian Ilytlm. The 
comparison was apt. Spiritualism is like the Ilydra in one respect : 
its arguments are like it. All the Rogers and )latti:;ons and Grimes 
and Jones may hew away at the heads of Spiritualism's arguments ; 
they may call in Yain on Heayen, and they may se<lreh frnitlessly ou 
earth· to find a II ercules who can destroy this H yLlrn. No soouer do 
t.hey fancy tllat they have destroyed one of its urgnmcnts, than two 
others, more potent. spring up in its stead. But, unlike the Hydra, 
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Spiritualism docs not destroy humanity. On the contrary, no~hing 
satisfies so well the wants of humanity, at this time, as does 
Spiritualism. 

We think that we have shown that the manifestations of modern 
Spiritua1ism arc not hypothetical in their origin. :\ly opponent haa 
paid a high compliment to the Bible. I wish that it could have been 
used in this debate. I love all the truths which it contains; and I 
could hayc found much in it to sustain my position. But I met my 
opponent on his own ground, conceded to his ·resolution, and accept~d 
his 1·ulcs; and on this platform I have met him, l10mmod in by those 
rules, and obliged to adduce evidee.c~ wholly confined to modern Spir
itualism. The t.ime may come when we may adduce, in your ]Je::triug, 
the arguments which the rules of this debate have forbidden. 1\:ly 
understanding of the Bible is as much my right, as my friend's 
understanding of that book is his right. 

Spiritualism still li\es! Gn.llileo, after his forced renunciation of 
his theory of the motion of the earth, exclaimed. " But it does move!" 
All the Pope Urbuns cannot help it. '"Yherever there is a ra.p, there 
is a rogue," says my friend. No ! The diYine light of the angel 
world, while the fires of nature continue t,o burn, and the human soul 
continues to <l~pire to a higher and a purer life, will reveal to us tho 
pearly ga.tcs which open upon a world that is only the continuation 
of our present dwelling place, aud t·eveal fully the glories by whicb 
SpirituaJism, like a circle of divine life, encompasses the world. 

Here l\:lr. 'V lUTING's time expired, and the Modern,Lor pronounced 
tl1at the debate ha.d closed. 



POSTSCRIPT. 

:Mr. JoNES having, subsequently, furnished the copy of the com
munication from Patrick :Murphy, and the extract from Judge 
Edmond's book on Spil·itualism, but too late for insertion in the proper 
place, we insert them here.-REPORTER. 

EXTRACT FROM THE BANNER OF LIGHT-"PATRTCK MURPHY." 

"Faith that's a uice time I had to meself Easther Sunday. Mary made a 
fool o' herself; she mo\ed every divil o' a thing out o' the house intirely
gone to another place, where they think the divil can't go. The praist has 
blessed; but faith his blessing will go no further than his mouth. I could 
have blessed it as ""ell meself intirely; the Catholics think too much o' the 
praist's blessing. I came here to-day to tell Mary I can go to the place where 
she is and move the things just as well as ever. The Lord God, or some o' 
the saints, give her medium powers, and God blesses me all the time to use 
them ; an' when she'll sit clown an' ta.lk to me daicent, I'll behave meself. I 
was standing fominst her ibis morniug. She says it could not be meself at. 
all, but it was the divil-put that down, God bless you, an' Mary will see that 
it was mesclf that was there. · 

"All I've got to say before I go is, tell 1\fary I'm as happy as a duck in the 
rain. When she t.hrates me da.icent, I'll behave meself-t.hat's all. Good by." 

.. 
JUDGE EDMOND'S SAW MILL SCENE. 

"The saw m.ill was at work, with four saws a-going; but I did not see 
around it any of the litter which I have been accustomed to here : no loose 
p iles of slabs, no heaps of saw dust, no decaying logs, but everything was 
neat and orderly. Th e logs were piled up in heaps, and so arranged as to 
look very handsome. They were arranged in piles. I counted the base: it 
consisted of eight logs, then above that layer seven, and then six, and so on 
up to a point. .All their rubbish and dh·t, I observed, were carried off by a 
sewer, dug underground, and terminating at the precipice I ha'e ah-eady 
mentisned. By means of a waste weir, all the rubbish was carried off that 
way, and the water passed clear and pm·e down through the farm. When I 
approached, they were sawing a large log with the whole four saws. It was 
a singular kind of wood-somethiug like the birds-eye maple, bnt tho spots 
were larger, and the wood susceptible of a higher polish. Each board, as ·it 
came from the saw, was finely polished and smoothed; and I examined to see 
how that was done. The back of each saw was as thick as its fron t edge, 
and so constructed, that it smoothed ancl polished, as i~ went along, the l'ough
ness which the teeth bad made. The mill itself was a beautiful structure: it 
was a P.oric Temple, with two rows of columns, open ent.ircly at the sides, 
and a roof that projected over both at the ends and at the sides. He bad 
time enough to build, and had taken care to ornament it. Just beyond this 
mill I saw a pasture, in which horses and cows were grazing, and through it 
ran a stream of water."-Spiritualism by Edmonds and Dexter. 
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