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INVO O.A TION.
cc Adam I where art thou!''
AlrERIC.\N PEOPLE

I

I
I

!

Io this century, which ha~ bchclu your land colmioatiog to a point of
pro•pcrity hitherto onknoml in your history, listen to tho voice that hns
sounded through yonr Eden, nnu with the trumpet tongue of wnr nntl !110 fierce
cl11mor of hnttle, a waked thee from tlty Paradisaical rest, demanding, cc .Allnm 1
where nrt thou?" Tho question presses home lo the heart of the nation, 110
le~s than to the ioclividnals that compose it.
Hulers l People I Merchants I 'l'ruders 1 Rich nod poor l l\f nstcr and
cnptivc I God is walking in tho gartlen of Jlis ,\mcrica, and in the noontide ~plendor of her power, demands of thee, .Adam, to whom he hns committed strength and beauty, riches aou intellect, what thou hast done with it, nnu
whether thou canst meet llim face to face, nod render op nu acconut of the
great trust he has confided to thee?
" .Adam 1 where art thou?" Oh, Infinite One l we hove renu aright this
tremendous questioning, in the mighty sorrow that has fallen upon this nation, nod whilst we answer Thee with tenr.l and ~igbs, and t<igu the record or
our t!i~obcdience with fnst flowing rivcl":l of blood, we hasten to the tribunal to
which Thon hnst called u~, the tribunal of our own deeds, pledging ourselves
to i;row wi~e by our failures, strong by our sufferings, and obedient to Thy
lnws by tho memory of the Parndise which we have forfeited.
Glory to Thee I for Thy tone of warninl!" though it comes in the sl1riek of
ngony nud tho wail of den.th. In our mn.rch to conquest over our own 111isdccd~, receive Thine answer, nncl with it our supplication for Rtrcngth and
light to remodel our .America in that divine ordcl" that shall fit her to be nn
offering nt 'l'hy shrine, a Paro.disc regained.
The love of home, colllllry, nnd kindred, nre amongst the most beautiful, because the mo;l truthful, impulses of our atrectional no.tore. 'Ve rnny abuse
them hy that excess which degenerates into egotism a.ad selfishness; but as
surely ns lhe spot of earth which first entered into the cem1>0oitio11 of the
flower whose root it feeds, become.> by a'\Similation pnrt of itself, so inevitably
docs the soil, atmosplterc, nnd soeinl Rurrouoding, with which our first dawn
of life is a!<~ociated, become part of our ltumanity, exercise an attraction towards us pnrcly parental, nod so completely imp1·egnate onr being with its
owu 1·hnracterii;tics, that the love of home n11d couutry is a.s inevitahlc as the
love or self. And thus it is that the noble fire of patriotism is outwrought
f1·om ti.Jut very selfishness which man, os nn Individual, is compalled to foci and
exercise ns the law of his intlividunlity; but this is the limitation of n finite
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nature, and tbon:rh excellent, liccan'" true to nature, is at last mere
selfishness comp:ired to the broad 111111 univcrsol Proridcnce, actin~ throughout
creation without favor or partinlity, unbounded by sect or
the vn~t field,;
section, unintloenccd by color, chnrncter, or condition.
It is i11 ~ucb n. spirit of divine aud unil'ersnl IO\'C as tl1is that it bccowcs tho
trno philosopher to regard every 1>ortion of tbc hnmnn family, each 111111 all
ns " fragments of one stupentlon~ whole!·" pnst, present, noel future, bnt links
in tho ctornol cboin of causation, aud t 10 dcsliny of any siogle nation, 1·011aidt•red apn.rt from the rest of tho universo, as bat nu nafinishcd problt)lll.
\Yhilst the present urgency o.nd deeply momentous character of American inter~st~. however, demand of its thinkers special counsel concerning its own
imm~dinte wenl or woe, those who have pas.,cd beyooll the veil which limits
bnmau vision to the things of the boor, nod the interests of n sccliou, cnn
fiml 110 sulntion to the present problen1aticnl condition of this country, except
in n witle swc·rpiag view of her relation to other lands and other ngc~, nn1l her
couneetiou with the v:uions links in tho grcnt chain of humanity, which in the
cycR of <lo<l anJ his ministers is nn unit.
To tho Spirit who has gained tho moontnin heights of obscrvntiou from
wl1c11<·c 11gP~, nation~, nud even world~, oppcnr to lie outstretched ns iu n pnnornma, the lino links of lovo nnd hnrmouy that combine the whole nppenr clearly
dtfinNl. Jn such n view, nations, indivitlual~, nod sand grains, stand out from
tho wholt', necc~~ary nnd integral pnrtK or the grco.t holly politic of tho universe; nnd it is only ia such views that those who would accept tho Spirit's
interprclatiou of ".'..mericn null her llcsliny," cnu truly predicate the purposes ot' tho Author of Creation. From tho progressive order of existence, no
le;;s t111111 from the recorded history of the race, we asanme that the entire plan
of creation is hcnerolent, harmonious, and immutable, that Goon ii the ultirnat11111 of Lting, and that tho same law i~ manifest iu the formation of n
dewdrop and n world, in the gorcrnmcnt of n nation antl n nnivcr~e, in the
destiuy of nu individual nod o. solar syatcm. Ilcnce wo rc!(ard the destiny of
this planet n~ mapped out in tho lifo of mnu, anti find all the>-•! oodnl disorders, of which human history hos hitherto been the record, to be tho result of
Elrugglcs consequent upon the world'.; infaney-fnilurcs nttendaot upon tho
igoornnctl of rudimcatnl ages, nnd expcrimentnl efforts of the chill!, mun, t.o
nttuin to a noble nod vigorous munhood.
\Ve believe tltnt n prophetic voico iu mun's heart has ever assured him of
such a destiny, whilst religion bus fnught him to supplicate for its coming in
tho 11111110 of God's kingdom. For it~ full nl'11levcmcnt, however, we hclicve
that the intellcctunl nod spiritual world within mno, nnd the physicul f:Lce of
uaturo \\ ithout, must come unllor his entire subjection, and thnt both rnu't be
cultirntcd nnd applied to the highest order of w bicb they are susceptibll'. .\s
u 1·0111plctn ty11e of the destiny nod progress of the race, the earth, we bclicrc,
is d~tincd to become entirely subjccleu to th!! rule o.uu use of muu; in proof
of tbi•, different portions of it h11ro o.lrco.dy come bcnc:i.th hi3 swny, nnd
the indomitnule ~pirit of rc-earch is ft\st wre,ting erery secret from nuturt>,
whether of locnlity or in space. Tb& Orient nppear~ to have pre~cr~cd tho
('arlicst tr:u·~~ of tLe >overcignty of man ou this globe, nnd if the ob-crvations
of tho ethnologist be correct, the embryo Dc111i-God found iu Asia tho crnulo
of hi~ lwin;t.
Though tho records of bis rude efforts nl national aggregation nud barbaric
rulo iu this qunrt('l' of the !_("lobo aro now fnst moldering into dust, we fiuu in
this no evitlence of burn1n1 or uatiooal rctrogrefision. 'fhe snvnge splenclors of
llindostnn, the wild legendary lore of Aro.bin, the stupendous mysticism of
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Egypt, ancl the fervid devotion of Palestine-all these, like Carthage the noble,
nod -ithens the wise, are slumbering io the night of ruin and decay; but they
slumber only. The species was few in number, and its mission in the East
accomplished, when the exigencies of advancing civilization required change
of scene, soil, and climate--circumstances to c;oke la.toot energies, and call
forth dorinant faculties in the race, and thus the tides of life receded from one
shore to pour its force upon another, nnd tho East worships in a temporary
Sabbath of repose until the h\nds thtit have lain fallo'v since the child Savage
first possessed and in extremest ignorance misused tllem, shall come fol"th in
the resurrecting arms of progress, like a giant refreshed by slumber. The
next grand experimental act of lire was collllllenced in the 1nilder cli1nnte of
Europe. Here the ever-advancing march of mind, the experiences of preceding generations, and the geninl inilnence of favorable climacteric conditions,
marvellously accelerated tho development of civilization, while the 1varniog
voice of Lile angel ever made itself llenrd in the Paradises of idleness and
luxury, urging 1nru1 forth to llioncer in the sLeru world of clilocovery, with the
eternal echo of the cry, "A.dnm I wllcre art thou 7" Thus did tho Pheonix
of lifo spl"iug np from the smoldering ashes of the East, winging its flight
northward, and guiding tho plough of human energy step by step over the
highwoys of Europe, until tbe whole land became subject to its conqueror, resolved ii.self into a group of many nations, and reached the culminating point
of its internal st1·cogth when the advent of its colonial history began to dawn
on the world in the splendid discovery of Columbus. Equally touching nnd
ndmirable is the tn[e of this noble pioneer's efforts to obey tho warning >oice
that in the very depths of his soul had uskeu, ".A.dam I where art thou 7"
Uc heard the stirriug question, and with it a response in the pathless waste
of wat~rs, who;;e hoarse, wild anthem seemed freigllted with faint echoes of
voices from n new worltl. For any experiment.al knowledge of its nnt'atbomed
my~tel"ies whicll Columbus possessed, the shores of tho .A.tlantic might have
been 1be very footstool of the Eternal, and its heaving billows the boundary
lines which held the Court of Death close locked in the arms of immortality;
but once h:i.vi ug l.nsted of the waters of inspiration, and felt the strength of
tho >i<llvless baud which leJ hiln forth, there was uo more doubt or rest for
Coluntbus. AJreacly the phantom presence of the• engle land passed before bis
propltctic eyes, uud a shapeless but gigantic shadow seemed to spring np from
tho nrms of two oceans, nud place in his daring baoda the island key that was
to unlock to man the third grand subdivision of tlte earth.
So opposed to nil foregone experiences and stereotyped opinions, were the
bold propositious of that obscure chart-mn.ker, that Columbus br~d to beg
from court to court, amidst the sneers of tho lcnrucd, o.nd tho anathema!! of
the pious, for the paltry sum necessary to fit out his hlllllble expedition ; and
yet, with inspiration for his chart, angels for his pilots, prophecy for his
anchor, and tile weal of unborn millions for bis cargo, he took his sailing
01·Jers frolll his God, nod steered. bis way into a new world for man, and
o. heaven, enrned by faith and obedience, for his own soul.
From the period when this vast discovery lo.id America a conquered fief
at the feet of Columb11s, its shores have beckoned home tho exiles of every
othe1· laud.
The wronged 01· discouteuted; the hungry poor that rich oppression starved ;
the aspiring minds that had not room to tlliuk ; the souls encllnined to bigot
priests' au~hority ; I.he slave of clespot, or of circumstance ; all sought and
found o. homo in broad America's shel teriog arms.
Oould you but realize the bitter woof they've spuu, whose feet first tro.versed
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and mnpped out your lnnd in sections !-what lonely deaths they di<·il, in
hunger, piercing cold nnd scorching beat ; by snvngo warfare, or tho fever
demon t Sometimes in litllo groups they trnmppcd for months the length of
mighty rivers, wild, untrodden prairicE, or nwful forest depth~, where whitening bones still tell the ghnstly record of their clespnir, their sufferings and
death. Ob, could you mnrk the spots made hnllowctl by their sucrc<l <lust,
you'd find the earth on which you tread so thickly sown with great soul purpo.es, iudou1itahlc courage, faith and patience, that yon would sh11rne to
de~ccrate it with mean and !elfish aims.
Even the ruffian herd whom unrelenting law had drafted off from older
loud~, took heart of grace in the brave young home of promi>e, made of pnst
sins o. sign-board to warn them off the trnck of shame, and toiling beneath
the stimulus of hope 1uul freedotn, laid tho foundntions of a h0Ltc1· life nnd
nobler generation. .And thn~, America, tho whirlpool of evil which overburdened civili.7.ation hns disgorged upon thy shores, bas fonud in thee n 1uother
so bonutifal and kind, that tho hardest hearts have melted in thy clnsp, nnd
those on whom the proud, cold world hnd branded degradation, became in thy
grand, rough school, the founders of thy ~tr,•nglh uud glory ; but other and
broader purpo:;cs oppenr in tho new world rc,·clation, than n home for exiles.
'Vc predicate of Divine love and wisdom the tiubjugo.tion of the entire earth
to the rule of mnn, and its application to tbc highest order of which it is susceptible ; nt present, scarcely one-third of it is fnlly inhabited, not 0110 foot
of it fully exhausted of its resources. Island Etlcns bloom in occun solitudes
uukuowu to man ; vast stretching sweeps of deserts have yet to be lined for
lrnrel ; untrodden range~ of mountain peaks, nnd deepest ni.Ucy gorge~, must
open op their stores of uudi.l;covered use nnd beauty. The wonder of the
Arctic skies must not fln>h forth their page of sparkling lore forcrcr unrcnd
hy mnn. 'fhe i;pleodid winter night and gorg1..'0US summer day of six long
montlis, mn:,-t yet yield up it~ weo.ltb of godlike science to the searching mind
of 1n1111. "-ithin the Antarctic Circle, the mystery of swinging worlu~ nod
revolving ~ystcms shall be mnppcd oat in the future's grcn~ lyceums. .'I.II
sb11ll be man's, for to his soul's vast powers t hcru',; no horizon but bis iguorauce,
nlld this is daily molting beneath the Bun of growing civilization.
'l'o revie1v our position, then : Asin, has been ; Europe, her child, 11n10 is.
Africa, as yet, ill unborn ; a nation without a nntionality ; a child with ucither
humnn tics nor kindred recognized : wnitiog for tho grnsp of somo ~trong,
loriug hand to cnr1·c her way to place nruougst tho uatio~ ; whibt ,\mcrica
(the lllSt grcnt revelation to pioneering man), tills up the measure of the globe's
four M1bdivisions-spri11g~ into life with the tide of nil past human history
to bear her up on the highest crest of civilization's wave, and seeming dc~tiucd
to cntTy the freight of future progression to the shores of a nobler oro. tbnn
yet bas dawned on nu1n. The perfection of order In life ( whcthe1· iu tho solnr
system or organization in any form), appears to fipring out of a central power,
in whose gravitnting arms subordiunte forms nro sustained. Jf ever this
planet's destiny is fullillcd, lheu, in strict harmony with tbill Diviu1i h\W, the
world will be n mncrocosm of the nuiveri;o of worlds, consisting of n noble
brotherhood of nations, group•.:d around n eentrul heart, and bound into onu
great republic by tho ties of universal bnrmouy and mutual dependence. To
the ~piritual eye of faith, 1111 life and progrc•s is tending to this point ; for its
full achievement, however, we find the ccutrnl notion wanting, und for it.s
foundatiou, four essential elements required ; theso arc: n perfcc& goverumcnt,
11 perfect religion, n soil and climate of world-wide variety, n people amalgamated of wol'id·wide diversity. It mny bo naked, is perfection poStiiblo in
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this finite state, and having been reached, is it not tantamount to anoihilation
in the absence of stimulus to motion ? but we use the word "perfe<:lion "
relatively, believing that the substitution of Divine order for human disorder,
would be to the present generation, at least, temporary perfection. As far
as government, religion, earth, soil and population are necessary for bnmnn
welfare, we believe the most perfect form or each is attainable. What more
perfect form of government exists than iu the mutual dependence of the
sovereign son and his satellite subjects? or the Fatherhood of the Eternal
one, in his family of solar systems ; faintly but harmoniously shadowed forth
in the parental rule and family relationships of this e11rth.
No matter by what title we distinguish the nation's bead, whether we call
him "King, Caliph, Emperor, or President." Ile is designed by God, and
selected by•man, to be the FATHER O&' THE NATION; the source of slreogth,
supply, 11nd centre of order ; grouped around him arc the people's delegates,
" .Ministers, Counsellors, Congress, Parliament," call them what you will.
They sho uld be the mother principle iu government, the pleading voice that
reprcseuts and cares for the subject children's needs ; medium between the
two, the people's mooth·piebe, and the Sovereign's minister ; thus in the body
politic, the chief ruler should be the head, the connsellors the heart, the people willing working members of the whole. This is ao Utopia ; nothing
more than the completion of that governmental order, whose necessity mau
bas recognized in overy nge, in his partial efforts to attain it ; efforts which
have proved failures, not from error iu ihe principle, but ignorauce and corruption in its application. Excess is the tendency of youth nud inexperience ·
the r11co being young, and therefore inexperienced, bas heaped up excess around
kingly attributes, uutil the father has been exaggerated into a demi-god, and
pampered into luxurious tyranny, a subversion of the office, which has alternated in oppression, sustained by force, on the one side ; and rebellion, terminating in nationru decay, on the other. .A.s yet, we search the records of history in vain to find that go,·ernment, in which the minorities fulfilled their part,
as just representatives of 11 toiling, suffering people ; excess of power seems ever
to fulfill its legitimate office of corrupting placemen, until the majority usc those
places but as means of personal aggrandizen1ent, aud politics interpreted, siguific.s only the war of pride, ambition, greed of g11in, nod worldly honors. Ilence
the masses, oppressed by poverty, ground by taxation, and degraded by a
sense of pitiful inferiority, sink into crime or rise agBinst their rulers. Hence
the ties of mutual dependence, 'vhich should unite into one body the members
of a nation, are violently rent asunder by hatred and antagonism ; ll1e government regards the people as " 11 mass," to be held in subjection. 'l'bc people
behold iu their rulers a screw put upon them to extort taxes and un1villing
service, and the warfare of conflicting interests can only be determine(} by the
strength of party or the dissolution of the dynasty.
Still the principle of government, aud the law of order which groups individuals into functionary offices, are not only necessary, but strictly in accord·
ance with Divine Jaw. The propositions of the demagogue, and the mob cry
of" equality," are but the c11nt of lawless ruffianism. .A.II men have equal
rights in God, but nneqnal powers in receinug and using them. Life is variety, not similarity, and creation's superb oratorio consists in the harmonic
combination of an illimitable diversity of tones, not a mere unison ; hence
the inevitable necessity of centrality, mutual dependence, and order io the
arcana of human life.
If the model of perfect governmental form exists in nature, why should not
the same reservoir of wisdom fnrnillh the model of a perfect religion.
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Religion consists in n clear appreciation of the causes and effects of exist·
ence, together with tbe best definition of that mode of conduct which will in·
sure tl1e ba11piest condition to tbe 5€lnl in the hereafter. Wbo.t barriers has
God erected in nature, against our perfect comprehension of these sublime elements of knowledge ? The starry scriptures of the skies-the monumental rocks
-the blossoms, with their eyes of many-colored light, aud all nature with her
ten thousand voices of re"\"ealment, preach through the force of law, the
mighty though unseen Law-giver. The soul-its aspirations, imponderable na·
tore, bonndlass powers, and dim prophetic gleamings--clefines its immortality
and deathless nature ; while simplest observation proclaims the la1v of cause
and effect, happiness nod misery, so immutably fixed on human action, that
every day nod hour, tbe lightest act or tliought is n Gospel of right and \vrong.
.And is not this religion ? What need of priest to teach it, mystery to shroud
it, or syuogognes to hallow it? And yet, we mnst have all these ; priests,
who, to hold their office, roust keep the people ignorant to keep them in subjection ; darken ont the light with mystery, to keep men ignorant, and shut
religion up in synagogues, lest it becon1e so common that each one will be bis
own priest, and the craft itself be ruined. In nature only, then, a perfect
religion does oxist ; nod if we need the evidence of revelation to seal this fact
ns truth, take the central doctrine of Jesus Ohrist, 'vbich narrows down all law,
commandments, life and religion, to the perfect fulfillment of the one word" LOVE."
For the third clement in national perfection, " amalgamation," no higher
type is needed to pro•e its necessity than mo.n himself. In him is the compounded essence of all substances in nature. Ilis heart, lungs, brain, and
joints, combine nil forms of power and motion ; illustrate all scionccs ; his
mind is the compendium of every fragment of t!1t'lu~ht or instinct with which
the animal kingdom is stored, and therefore is man the microcosm of tho uni·
verse, the apex of nmruga.mation.
The same is trne of races. The value of commixturo is exhibited in its f111l·
est extent iu the noble Anglo-So.xon ; the converse of tho picture finds its
illustratiou in the narrO\V conservatism of the Jew. The oue is the highest
typo of mcntn.l and pbysicn.l superiority, resulting from tho broadest possible ad·
mixture of races ; the other an equally marked evidence that physical and men·
tal degeneracy grow out of the exhaustive lines of conservatism. And for the
fourth element we demand, namely, vn.rioty of soil and climate. God himself
has provided, by distributing over each quarter of the globe, all the physical
diversity which is necessary to render man's existence in special localities complete in itself. In the East, the high table lauds of the Himalayas, the delicious vnles of Cashmere, the torrid bents of the Indian isles, ancl tho frigid
blasts of Ooucnsian heights, with all their intermediate varieties, furnish
every diversity requisite to complete tho world's fnirest Paradise.
Natural provisions cqunlly bountiful diversify Europe, from tho balmy
breath of ever summering Italy to the frozen realms of Lapland ; but in both
quarters of Lhe globe, either of 'vbich ore temples of the Almighty's munificence, the arbitrnry law of caste, the ambitious deapotism of king and priestly
rule, has divided up the brotherhood of man into foreign nations, rivnl cities,
and rich and poor societies, until the whole is dotted over with little worlds,
as nuLngouistic in speech, hnbits, interests, nnd costumes, ns if they inhabited
different spheres. Observe the tremendous line of demarcaliou between the
rule of a beneficent God, and his selfish earthly vicegerents.
Ile bas provided for the improvement of the species, by the restless spirit
of pioneering, which dri•cs them forth to amalgamate and interchange with

...
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difi'eront nations. Ile bas adorned encb spot of earth with climate, soil, and
prodnclioll.'! the best adapted to its inhabitants, nod it is only in the unequal
forms of government established by man, and the impractical syst~ms of reli·
gion "·hich provide only for intellectual belief, that we find His blessings neutralized, nnd the Paradise which IIe bas planted ns in converted into the barren soil where man earns bis bread with sweat, nod waters it with tears. It
is in the midst of an order 80 perverted, that we look eagerly for the advent
of any nation in whose institutions we may trnce the dawning of a better day,
nod it is because America bas opened up such a promise to humanity, that we
consider her present condition with such special interest.
In her government (without being able to trnnscend nature) she approximates nearer to her sacred stnndnrd than any other country, for whilst her
rulers assume the parental form required of governmental order, she provides,
by frequent chan~o and universal suffrage, against the perpetuation of nnJ.)Opular rule. 'Vliat though the foulest of corruption exists in he1· officials ?
rho office itself is right, and until a purer humanity shall pervade the places
of trust, in this transition nge at least, change and purgation is the system's
health. Jgnorauce and cupidity alone fear change. Search the Scriptures of
human life, and never donbt you·n find more Fathers in your midst than one;
but even oue assures us such a rule n1ay be again, and one's existence yon
yourselves have proved. Remember that the first man you called "l~ntber of
your nation," EARNED that title from you.
Let those who say thn.t high unselfish purpose, single devotion to a nation's
weal, love meted oat to every humnn creature, and life, and name, and fame,
all risked for country, cannot be found io man, and knows not precedent, except in story, r<.111cmber Washingtn1i, and claim that their future rulers, like to
llirn, shall be tl1eir Fatktr. Ye need e.sk no more to make your nation a noble
brotherhood of happy States. In America, too, the liberty or free thought and
free speech opens the way at least for the establishment of n. religion born of
the people's highest needs and highest reason. Sectarianism, in the very multitude of its coollicting opinions, prores that the people nre moving, se11rching
for the llest; aud though they have not yet found the jewel, they he.ve laid
themselves out to seek it. No State religion here nails do1vn your growing
minds to the block of stereotyped and effete systems. Roaming through
volumes of thick folio Christianity, you ma.y chnnce to overlook the precious
Christ who lives, nod writes, and legislates for all eternity, in two short verses,
teach lug "lo1'e to God and love to man;" but if you are free and 1villing to
search ou, you h11ve a chance at least to find the gem, whilst the bigot who
will not, aud the priest-ridden who dare 'l!lll seek, can never find it.
Need we ask 1vhy the American (though homely, and physically weaker
thnn the Briton) is yet, with bis lofty brow and keen perceptive glance, the
most iutuiti.,e, energetic, and inventive of the hnman race? Physically in a
transition, and, therefore, uncomely st11te, but intellectnally and spiritually a
prophecy of the coming reign of mind, the Americiln is the nmnlgama.ted
essence of the whole human family. .A.uglo-Snxou excellence, with drafts of
Irish "·it, Scotch shrewdness, French genius, German motapbysics, Ilindoo
fervor, Chinese ingenuity, Dutch concentration, Arab restlessness, and flashes
of character from every tribe of the known world, are nil being fused together
in the crucible of necessity, to mold the future character of Amoricnu generations. Onu you <loubt the result? or that from such an admixture of bumno
special tie~ most come forth n form of beauty hitherto undreamed of. Granted
we must wait till future centuries have completed the type, the foundations are
even now bciug loid, and perhaps not least instrumental in purilying the fusing
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metnl from tho dross which it has imported with the gold, is the terrible fire
of purgution which tho nution's corruption is oven now undergoing. Aud Inst,
not least of your elements of perfection, 0 America I gnze wiLh udmiriug o.wc
on tho land your God bas given you.
The spicy breath of a burning South, tho hardy strength of o. frozen N ortb,
with the full range of tl"ery intermediate temperature. Not a blos80m, fruit,
or root, of fnr Ind or temperate Britain, but what finds here a soil adopted to
it. Song birds of mild zones, gandy..colorcd beauties of tropic clime~, rich
furred beasts of tho north, dainty skinned creaturc.s of the south, groin and
root, stnlfs of fine and roursest loom, nll are tho spontaneous wealth or your
varied land ! Exhaust the mineral treasures or your mountains if you call;
eollllt up the wealth of gold n!ld glittering gems that burnish your mines;
n1ensuro your mighty rivers, and drain your inluud seas; sigh for wider prairies,
or fairer nooks and glens. Virginia.'s hills nod spring~, and brave Ohio forests,
the Alleghanies' hcightR, and wild Kentucky's cnvcs, shall join in one vast choral
hymn of challenge to the wide, wide world to rival. Antl with all this luxury
of YIUietl wea.Itb and beauty, the planet-gemmed flag of this family of Stntcs
wave" over a" ttnil ! One in ~ch, iu mnnuers, costume, interests-one in
commerce, institution~, mutual dependence. Leo:; difference of rank, drc>s, and
opinions, disunites the vast range of ,\merican States, thnll splits up human
love and kindness in the east nnd west of London's seven-mile length. A chain
of lakes girdle in one embrace your North and '\Vest; from out their hearts
rush forth, like veins nud nrtcries, yast river~, connecting in ono unbroken
length tho West natl South. Your telegraphic lines aud rails, like nerves, bind
up the whole; your postul stations make up ooo speech; your trade one interest ; your ships one \'Oice to every distant land. From farthest Mnine to
Lonisiana swamps, your land is traversed by intcr:.cctiug line:; of intcrc.,t, to
break or rend the lcn.it of which would dc:;troy tho whole. But even if you
would suicidally thus unnerve your hnmnn institutions, you must drain your
lakes nod dry up your riYers, pile up your bills till they touch tho ~kics, and
ovcrllow your prairies, before you can destroy tho glorious union of J>hysical
body and members which God bas built up iu the great continent of ;\n1ericn.
She floats one mighty body, cradled in the arms of Atlantic nod Pacific oceans!
'l'ho South is her lJuruiog left ham.1, giving produce; the North her hnrdy
right, the manufacturer; the East is her busy broin; the 'Ve:;t her giant feet;
nnd when you tnlk of "Union," you forget SUE rs ONE ALBEADY. America is
God's, not yours, to make or unmake, and hnviug made it oxE, Ile bas left you
nothing to unite, nothing but your own ambitions passions to dbunitc each
other, not the country. Oh, man ! child of n destiny grander and wider than
the limitations of time or country, hna God, in tho womb of time nud rolliug
age.q, created lnnds, cnllod nations into being, and reared up A.mericn. a standnrd for tho world, that you, like peevish, discontented children, ~hould tear it
as n. rag, and mete it out like sops to feed nmbitious, hungry wolves P
Ile rocked it in the cradle of great seas to hide it from ye till, in tho fullness
of time, it was strong and vigorous, and fit for the posses.;iou of the highest
types of ciruization-fit to btl a refuge for dying nations, a strength to weak
ones-a central heart, from which goe.. out the tidal flow of life, to which returns the ebb from eycry nution. Propose to thwart i;uch pnrpo es as these I
Ilad ye the strength of fabled Lucifer, you would only war, like him, against
your God, to fall like him. You C.lNxor no 1r.
Of the present crisis in American history we need to speak but briefly. Regarding it with the fiuite eye which only views Ilic prcstnt, rain is upon yei but
when we accept it ns n link in the chain of uuivordal caUlie and elfect, ~uc11 au

.
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hour was ~uro to come, and s11rc to ultimate in whole.some correction of a sinful po.st, in n purer, stronger future.
In your haste lo r11'h on lo the destiny which Americans intuitively prophe;..y
for their country, you forget yon have marched to your owu triumphs over the
necks of olhers-that you have built your Zion on tho Coundatious of two wide
ynwuin;c graves, in which lie cntomhcd the red man's rights and the hlnck
man's lihcrties. You have, pcrbnp8, forgoU.en them; but whilst ever there
goes up tho voit'o of n hrother's blood from the ground, th~ o.w ful voice of a
retributive God will thunder in your cars," Cain, \\here is 1by brother .lllcl ?""
In vain you plcncl the inevitable triumph of civilization over barbarism-the
necessary absorption of the in111erfect by the rotatively pcrf'cct. Tho principle
is true, hut were the means divine?
'!'he white mnn's fir8t lesson to the untaught red was T11nity nnd chcn.ting.
Stimul11ling his s11vn~o love of finery with 11 displny of worthless trinket~. he
took advantage of the hapless Indian's ignorance of their true Yalue nod corrupting influence, to stcnl hi~ !null~, his woods, nod rivers, and loovo him
~carce 1~ foot of earth to die 011. 'l'he loviup:, child-like heart or the poor red
savage, nwcd by tbe white man's intellectual power, behel<l him a.~ n god when
first be cnme, nnd wrpt upon the shouldc1· of Columbus when ho departed.
'l'bis was his welcome to bis couqaeror; bow bas be ht'en rc<Jnited?
Hoanded from hunting-ground nnd fishery, his tribe.~ broken, their remnants
chased a.way till on the very verge of that far West, too wild to be of present
use to his relentless victor, bis broken remnant ln.yi; hitn down to <lit>. llns He
who cnreth for the falling sparrow• forgotten the red mnu, think yo?
Africa 1 still nu embryo nation, without the o.ttro.etiou of bcnuty, soil, or
internal mean~ of progression, to tempt nations of advnnceJ civilization to
amalgamate with her-Africa, thus weak, ond thns the inevitable prey of the
spoiler, how bn~ she fared at her strong brothers' hnncls? In tbe days when
mere brute force was the worlu's wealth, nnd the 10.11" of might wa~ the Jaw of
right, she been mo tho subject. of high Caucasian subjection.
But this is no more the ago of force. 8treugth of a.rm bows tlowu bcuoo.th
strcogll1 of brain. ~[ind is the sovereign of the l!ltb century, and beneath its
hway reason bll.i reCO!?:nized man's individnnl destiny, his oole responsibility to
God, with tbo solemn charge to 1vork out botb for himself, 1111tl tho stu})Codous right of personal liberty, indiviclonl freedou1. 'l'his is the corner-stone
of human destiny. 'Yithont it there is no responsibility to GoJ, nud be who
nssumCll the right, to curb bis brother's freedom, usurps tho.t right t'ROM Oon.
It was the as!;Crtion of this God-like priuciple that sustained tho noble Pilgrim l:'ather~, in their bitter conflict IVith priestly despotism, nud the um:peakuble hardships of their sclf-inOicled exile.
.
lt was in 1Dniutennncc of tbcee Ood-gil"cn right~, that the Independence
F11thers placed their lives ou the cast of 11 single die, and with the stroke of the
pen that gnvo you uationnlity and freedom, signed their own death warrant,
wrote themselves rebels to their powerful owners, and entered the grandest protest that ever mortal made against the right of mnn to stand between bis fel·
low-mortal's rights and God.
And yet iu the Pilgrim Fathers' chosen refuge, nud beneath tbe \"cry stnnclnrd
which tlle noble lndcpcndencu Fatbel'>l reared, Africa's counties$ millions lnnguisb in shan1oful mockery of their fundamental principles. lu vain you urge
thut the framera of your Constitution proYidcd !"or the perpetn!ltion of black
sin very, and when yon would present the " home of the frcu " to the world, seek
to excuse the mocking brand of slavery th!lt stamps your brow·, by pleadiug the
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ac•• of the past for present justification. "A.dam !" of the 19th century,
"where art thou ?" Dobt thou still writhe in the opprc.,,or's grnsp, wa.iting for
pntriot hauds to brc11k thy fetters? Aro ye still a straggling colony, with nci·
th"r strength, Jit,rrty, or nntiounl resources? ..ire the conditlon8 now sillli!nr
to those W'bid1 hedged in tho frumcn; of thy Con,titution with the chains of c:cpcdicoc~-? Oh ! sons of the brave nwl true I sbnme to resort to such
scl111olboy special pleading ! The framers of your Constitution hau work enough,
methinks, to provide yo witl1 a lnucl nn1l home of your own ; Lntllc for yonr
01111 frccdon1, nud outline yonr natioonl frame-work, without lcgisloting against
internal difficoltics. II their li•es W'cre oot lonit enough, or their hands strong
cnou!th to den! with home corruption', 11.ntl ~plit up in feuds the Lody politic
th~y hnd just t•rcated, at least they left, o. model definition of human rights iu
yourselves, aucl nn cxamplo of self-sncriflco nnd devotion to tho glorious principle of liberty, thnt pleade1l for every cn·ature under the cr1uopy of heaven :
Lut t'\·cn if they had failed in ju,tice nntl wisdom, is the fact of the failure being
their~. reason enough for you to pcrpetutite it?
Can their pnrchments grow,
or your minds 1·caso growin~? Ct1.0 thu wi~uom of the ho11r legislate for eternity, or the cxprdients wluch grow out of ycsterdo.y's conditions supply the
needs of to-<lay, with conditions entirely cbnuged? In the days when you were
by comparison a mere colonial handful, they gove you a foundation on which
to erect a temple to the glorious trinity of" Liberty, Fraternity, nod Equality:"
you aro now a strong nation, but wl,icro is your temple? The liberty hymn
cnn nuver be chnnll'd to the !Jur(lco of the crack of tbe slave-whip ; Equnlity
is a n1ytb, when pointing with the skeleton finger of gaunt poverty, fro1n thu
crowded tennnt-hou3e dens of ill-pniJ op~rntive.~, to the golden palaces of their
nri,tocrntic employers.
\Vi thin thi~ very city your i;penkcr knows of tho existence of at !en.st six
thousnnd outra.st 'lrome1L .Ahnndoued by chnrity, scouted by c1cce11cy, lost to
hop<.', they drag ou a shn1neful life or co111p11lsory siu, for mero bread, only to
perish at lllst by famine or suicide. Outcasts ! they ~kulk like loatb:;ome birtls
of night, crouching in gutters or corners to hide the brand the world hns put
upou them by d11y. In the $hcltering nrms of night they come forth nnd scnttor
pollution on nil who touch them, null by the only trnde the blocxlbouni.l society
allows them, to earn tbeir mi-crnble rrnst Ly sin. Scarcely ouo or these, but
what "as once young, fair, nud innocent, tho' \Teak and ignorant ; not ooo of
thc~o but hacl a partner in her guilt, rich, strong nucl world-wise, most gcuerully educated. The six thousand won1c11 111·0 " outmsts." \Vhcro arc the six
tbousuod men ? In your saloous, noel halls of legisltttorc, your offices of trn;t,
noel places of honor, chnuting the hywu of wcxlcl J\merica's " Fiu.TEJt::>JTY,"
wbil't gibing dcwous cry " .\1ue11!'
' \dam, where art tLou t" 'Yarriors 1 you., at lcnst, can ani;wer; you that
dr11w the swore.I to tnke a brother's life, at loo.st co.n tell us what you're fighting
fur. Ilow fow can really answer I The cnsuist nlone, who trncos out corru1>' tio1>, nppiog the foundations of the noble Constitution ootliued uy the 1rorlu's
J.mcricau Patriots-he alone is competent to &nm up your cnusP of complaint,
by 1kclariug you :ire !Jut instruments in the hands of Uod, for the vindication
um! Cbtablishmcnt of the groat principle oC IltruAi< R.101l'l's. What if this wur
hM come upon ye unaware~ ? Coulu ye uot see the signs of conflict in the air?
Could ye nut Lt·ur the murmur of the brooiling storm? The voice of God recchoiug, '' Adnrn, where art thou?'' llonition.s from the tomb' of the mighty
den\l repeating," Liberty, Ettuiility, Fraternity!" \Vhat answer have ye rondo
in uoble .Amcricn's onu1e ?-pointed to the slave of the secoou generntiou,
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strong, improved, progres~ive, and then to the 1111eonth savage whom yon landed
from the tawny coast of ..ifricn, claiming you 1rerc "but working out her uestiny, and educating 11 land which could not help herself.''
In rnin your spccinl ple111ling. A.s far ru; the improrement in the mere physique of the snvngo goes, your 1>len. is true ; for God erer works out man's
darknelcq into Tiivine light, and makes the crime of JndllS nn instrument of irood.
But what. is t.hnt to J uclus? Fihnll you tlo evil that good may come of it?
ShuH the nation whose watchword is Liberty, mock its highest pretensions
in compassion to n weaker people? Shall your noblest strive nnd die for freedom, ouJy thnt yon mny use it to capti•ate another race? ,,~!mt if" it needs
must bo thnt offences come? woe to him hy 11 horn the offence comcth'"--aud
surely unfortun11tes1 on wbou1 the dreadful inheritance of slave property hn.s
f11llca 1 this terrible sentence i~ fulfilled in you. :-ltrong n11tio11s can only l.Jolu
property in the wenk nnd ignorant. Strengthen tho weak, and teach the ignornnt, and the cause of their sul)jection ending, they will bo shH•es no more.
White men, you know nnd prove this in the terror by which you strivo to withhold educntion from your 8loves. 'l'o retnin them ns such you must keep them
in ignornncc, for iu their wcnkne~ nlone is your rule o•er them. 'l'he fact of
possession, therefore, entnils upon yon direct warfare to G0<l1s 1.Jighe--t, holiest
law of progrc.<;S, nnd mnkcs you au instrument of subversion, to the inevitable
order of nature. If the race yon hold in captil·ity rush ouwurd in the irrepressible rnnrcb of mind, credit your God, uot yourselves, for tho fact; but do not
forget tbnt the very association through which the black mnu rrogresses, nud
the nm11lg11w11tion by which the fonndatious arc being laill o a strange new
people, are the means of the white man's daily degradation, his phy'<icnl nn•l
intellcctunl degeneracy : what he gains is your lo>s, nnd will bo so (woe worth
the dny!) until he krnncs hu strrngtlt, and pt•I~ ii f11rtll in a111jlid irilh hi.< oppr,ss<>r. Although we hnvo scarcely pointed to tho surface of tho deep wounds by
which the country's honor has been stnbbetl, we htive stiid enough to show you
thtit tho beams of Equality noel .l!'rtiternily, like drooping Lilic1·ty, have btleu
shorn fro1u the brow of Columbin's Engle. llow can she hold tho place she
has ossumccl, " the great Republic of the 11ntious1" until her principles nre
proved by intcrn11l strength outl purity ? '!'bis war, the pr~>Sent fc\'"cr of your
nation'• bloO<l, is but the t[ervesceuce of the llccp corruptions cherished so long
within her ; the hea\iug of the mighty tide of human lire, lo cnsL the scum of
evil ou lbe surfuee. Your confiict (though you scarcely seem to know it) is for
human rights, and worlcl-wido justice, to bcr,·o God's purpose in tho world's
progrc~~ioo, to build np nations through your strength uud be:u1ly1 and not n seal'
upon her noble brow, much less a stain within her hcurt, can this !nod suft"er,
without dbturbauce in her bO<ly politic, reaction on the wronger, nod retribution stern and ample for the wrong.
,,~heu tho world ~ ye, "\\'bot is the cause of qnnrrel ?11 rcplr, " .:\mc1ica
wns sick, cvcn unto death ; sick of bad politics, ambitious plnce1ueu, the
triumph of the oppressor oud tho purse-proud-America wns sick, l\JJ<l the great
Physician with probe and scnlping·knifc is deuliug with her." llcm11gogi10 and
Plnccmcn, 'l'yrnnls and Oppressors I thi.s w11r is the tribuJJal heforo wbil!b your
nets ore stnuding in judgment ! 'l'he ages bnve higher use' f,,r Americ:i. tbnn
the narrow sphere of selfish nim.s nod greedy ambition. \\-hicb, then, think
yon, the great Judge will ,acrifiec-tbe U"1!1 strength, nnd Ja,tre of a great
nation, or the downfall of her despoilers? You've read your condemnntion in
your country's broken pence; but though tho hour of judgment is upon ye, whose
nro tho quoking hearts nnd failing spil'ita, but those whose consciences n.ro
wrung 7 ~\rbat need ye fear who fight, or even die, for God nud justice ? \Vhcn
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" the Prince of Pcn<'o" found his Father's house was desecrated by thiovcs nnd
money chnngers, he who 1ur11ed his cheek to tho smiter, and murmured not bcll<'nth the opprct"-'or's scourge, took tbo wbip nnd drove the sacrilegious forth.
Oh, ye I whose lonely hearts nnd silent hearths have gi•en your bravo and
henntiful to fee(] the ruthfo,-s vultures of thr bnttlc, will yon grudge their lives
to purify your llcavcnly l'ntbcr's temple 7 \\'ho will withhold hi~ hn.nd or
dearest treo.::."Ure, to roise once more the noble Ong of freedom, n fnir uu,ullied
emhlem to the world? Tnke the scourge, nml drive dishonor forth I-forth
from your own heart~, in their darling vices ; forth from your country, in its
mockery of ju'1iec ; forth from your Constitution, it matters not who framed
it ; 1rfttrc God's l1u.o i.s 11,,f, safety never dwells.
You may plead of "ri~hts inherited," nod claim that the wonltb of her
mercl1a11t princes hns whitened every sen with ,\.merica's sp1·eading sails ; but
Ile who "numbors tbe rllry bnirs of your heads," values at far more rnte
thnu noy country's splcuclor, each hnmnn soul, no matter what be the color
of its mold. North, South, East and West l the wrong:; or ancient dynastic;;
still linger in your midst. These must be rooted out by fire and Fufl'cring, till
tho angel .A~itntion, troubling the pool of Reform, shall bring forth young
.\merica in health oucc 1001'<', no iostruroent lo praclise, not nlone to preach,
"Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity." '.l'o yon, who have lent your own
~trcnglh or your loved ones, lo work this mighty pnrificnUon, remember-, ere
the tempest broke, God in his mercy bnilt n bridge over that deep, dark gulf
tbo.t sweeps the deo.d nwny.
The glorious telegraph, which the fullness of limo hlls established between
11eave11 and enrth, clcarly revealing, in tho facts and phenomena of modern
Spiritualism, the continued life, ministry nod communion of thoso you have
1nourned ns lo;;t, is the Comforter which ever '' n.~ promised in the hour of sorest lrinl.
IIow many would gladly recall to your counsels and defence, the patriots and
statesmen w•ho once rarvecl out your forluues a.ml 01ade you what you arc !
Ob ye, to whom tho opening vistas of the better land have been revealed
-who KNOW they a1·0 not lost, those loved nnd honored ones, but ovou now
nre sitting in Jiving council with yon still-take comfort and assurance thnt
they, like ministers and instruments subordiunto of tbo all·coutrolling Spirit,
will bring you safely through your conOict, if yon be half as true to yoursclrcs
and God, ns they arc true to yon, They nro spiriu now, but not the less
your loved one:;, kindrl><l, patriot.3, stntcsmcu. n·hatever mndc them preciou~. dear, or hoeored, makes U!l the sum of what they still are to yon,
incrca:;ed a thousand fold beyond earth's status. No bridgeless chasm separntes yon now, except the shining veil,

•

Though lh~y be pn~t, frRnspnrent quite to lhcmThouglt thick, lo many a mortal eye, !Ill monumental marble.

They see yoo, hear you there, and feel your needs with all the tenderness of
ministering angels. Ere you can ask their aiu 'tis yours, if in your counsels,
purposes and warfare, you arc soldiers of tho !iring God and light.
As for America, iu vain would freedom':; eagle benr her to tho mountain
lieigbts of triumph, so long as broken hearts au1l clanking chain,, whether of
golcl or iron, drag her down. If you Americans have not within yourselves
the principle or courage to break those fetters, thank your God-his own
right hand bas done it for yon, even with tho drcadfuJ S\VOrd of civil war.
Terriblo as is the sight, wbcn brothers moot in conflict, this ago supplies nnoLhc1· source of comfort : 'li$ not the day of w111· ; brute force i~ not the spirit
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or the times, nor will it long prevnil ngniust the so;ereign voice or reason,
the acknowledged ruler of the 1!Ith century. You read this in the conduct
of your people. Instead of the savage joy, \vhich formerly sent forth nrined
warriors, like the war-steed "snorting for tho battle,'' men now tnko the
sword with slow and stern rclnctance, strike, too, like gt11tlnnn1, not savages,
and wnit for the voice of calm, deliberate jurlgment to prompt their movement, instcnd or greedily hasting to tho fenst of blood.
The armies trained to kill, and looking on the trade of death as legitimate
employment, may smile at the lagging feet of "northern traders." Let the
vultures speed ; YOU AIIE .llEN, NOT BLOODDOt'NDS. This is the age of commerce,
peace und reason ; in waiting for its promptin~, remember that you enter a
manly protest ,against that savage war spirit, whose dying embers still disgrace this ngc. Remember, too, however the blind materia.list may scotr,
that inspiration sits within your council~, and l'lA.l.LL make itsclr hen.rd, prompt·
ing those courses that at last will ultimate in tho broadest good lo all, nod
dcspito the impatience of the rash, nod fenr$ of tho faithless, SHALL inaugurate
for Korth, South, East and West, .\merica and all her sister nnlion~. o. dny so
bright that the world shall be one vast ,\mcrica, one family divine I Your
land shall be the home or truth and freedom ; your government the strength
or the weak nod fniliug ; your pure religion point the way to heaven ; your
gallant ling, tho prophecy of that eternal bnnncr, God's boundless sky, whose
spangling stars shrill shine o'er all tho CflrLh, whose rainbow stripes shall arch
the globe itself, o. constellation of bright rejoicing nations, forever and forever.
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