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PREFACE

Tae Conductors of the Spiritual Magazine having determined
to republish the papers on American Spiritualiam, contributed by
me to that journal, in an indopendent form, I desire to offer to
the reader a few words of explanation as to my prominent
connexion with the subject.

It will be seen by a perusal of this volume, how and under
what circumstances I became a convert to a belief in epirit-
intercourse, which belief I understand to be, that the spirits of
departed men and women kave an existence in another sphere, and
under certain conditions, that they can and do manifest themselves,
and communicate with spirets in the flesh. This being the cardinal
point in my view of the snbject, I see no reason why all deno-
minations of religionists should not, when satisfied of the fact,
becomne Spiritualists; for certainly the belief doca not destroy the
great truthe inculeated in biblical history, but, on the contrary, it
throws a new light on the sacred volume, and enables us to realize
and comprehend many passages which are dark without it. Bat,
as I ain no theologian, I prefer to leave the religious bearing of
the subject to be dealt with Ly other heads, believing that it is
especially the duty of the ministers of religion to investigate
Spiritualism, and give it, if possible, a right direction,  Ncither
have I any scientific knowledge, though I do not think that to be
a necessary qualification for the investigation of the facts of
SpiritualisEm. I am a man accustomed to commercial pursuits, of
strong nerve, and without fanatical Liaa of any kind. My mind
18 of that practical character that I am, I think, even a better
witneas to attest a physical fact that runs counter to generally
received opinions, than the mau of science, who has been educated,
80 to speak,in a groove, and who has first to unlearn and to throw
agide the dogmas by which he is enthralled, Lefore he can receive
& new light which overturns his past philosophy, Having once
become satisfied that the phenomena were real, I sought for an
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explanation from men more learned than myself; but finding as
I advanced in my enquiry, that the facts I witnessed completely
set aside the theories which science had placed in my path, I was
reduced to the necessity of either ignoring the evidence of my
senses, or of admitting the spiritual origin of the phenomena.

{ For instance—Professor Faraday’s theory, that a table moved by
' the involuntary muscular action of the hands of those who sat
around it, was entirely annihilated when I had seen, as I have
frequently done, a table and other heavy bodies move about,

[ without physical contact of any kind. It was of no use to tell me
that it was Od force played the air I asked for, on an accordion,
held by me in one hand, apart from any person present. It
was equally futile and insulting to one’s common sense to say
that electricity had played on the accordion, and had answered
questions, and had given me information on subjects of which I
had no previous knowledge, without at least admitting that an
intelligent agent guided and directed it; and, in a word, having
become satisfied that it was no ordinary power that effected
thesc marvels, I accepted the only rational solution, and became
a Spiritualist.

As I was one of afew who recognised the truth at the earliest
period of its introduction into this country, the only merit which
belongs to me is, that I have steadily and boldly—despite the
ridicule which the unthinking portion of society has cast upon
the belief in Spiritualism—proclaimed the facts whenever they have
been challenged; and now that thousands around me are seriously
enquiring into the truth of this important subject, I have in my
humble way become an authority.

As I am unaccustomed to write for the public, I am aware
that the chief intcrest which may attach to the perusal of the
following papers, will arise from the entire reliability that may be

- placed on the facts rccorded in them, and not on their literary

merit.
BENJ. COLEMAN.

London, Dec. 1761,



SPIRITUALISM .-

IN AMERICA.

DumiNg my recent visit 1o New York and Boston, in April,
1861, I made the personal acquaintance of some of the lemﬂng
Spiritualiats and best known Mediums of those cities; and at the
request of several of the most prominent supporters of and con-
tributors to the Spiritual Magazine, to whom I have read my
notes since my return to London, I have great pleasure in placing
them before its readors. 1 trust that my narrative may not only

rove interesting, but that it will be instructive, inasmuch as
1t will convey additional proof of the reality of spirit-interéourse,
confirmed by my own experiences in America, where, as it wil
be scen, 1 witnessed some of the most remarkable phenomena
Spiritualism to be found on record. .

To my family and immediste circle of friends, for whom alone
I kept a journal of my travels, I know that every statement I
make is implicitly believed; but I am afraid that even amon,
Spiritualists, it may be supposed in one or two cases to which%
ahall refer, that T may somekow have been deceived, and of course
among the masees, who are still ignorant of the epiritual facts
which are transpiring in their midst, my statements will be con-
sidered to be the ravings of a disordered imagination, or a gross
attempt to impose on their credulity, senseless and pm&:u
as such a proceeding would be; and therefore, it may not be
out of place to remind these sceptics of an old story, which I ho
thoie who are familiar with will forgive me for repeating. E:
is this :—

A Dutch ambassador assured the King of Siam that in
Hoiland thewater at times becaine so hard that a troop of elephants
might walk on it in safety. The King is said to Eavo replied ¢
" lEitherto I have believed the strange things you have told me
because I looked upon you As a sober fair-minded man, but now
T am sure you lie’

A
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The-rhftitade, who from want of opportunity or inclinstion,
have néver seen the marvellous phonomena which are mow
attesttad by thousands in this country, and by tens of thouvsands
in Ajberica, are exactly in the position of the benighted King of
Sighr,” The g'acta simp{y transcend their philosophy, and with an
avrpgance which their sober reasoning cannot justify, they coolly
ignore human testimony and declare them to be *impossible
And untrue.

It is not my intention, however, to discuss the general subject,
for which I would refer the reader to the Spirttual Magazins,
but only to warn the over—confident sceptic that before he
endeavours to influence the minds of serious honest men by
gneering at statements which to him may appear too extra-
vagant for belief, he should first put himself on the same plane
with me and others by investigating the subject with the sole
object of eliciting the truth; and then, assuredly, the reality
Ef the phenomsns will no longer be denied by him, whatever

ifferences of opinion the stndy of them may comscientiously
lead us fo.

My own belief in spiritual appearances, and that apparitions
of departed persons are occasionally seen, has been long settled,
%nd it is strengthened by the idea expressed in four lines of

ron :—

J I merely mean to say what Johnson said,
That iu the coursa of some six thousand years,
All nationa have believed that from the dead
A visitant at intervals appears.

On my passage to America 1 took an early opportunity of
introducing the subjoct among the passengers, and in & day or
two it was evident that my advocacy of the truth of Spiritualisn
had become generally known, as I was sought for and constantly
surrounded g;ﬂ groups representing every type of scopticiam.

-

Dr, Mack, s highly respected and well-known physician, resid

at St. Caélerine’s, Upper Canada, placed hi in the van, a‘zﬁ
contested my arguments very warmly., It was, however, but a
repetition of the old worn-out story : my facts were not facts to him
—he must sce them first—he must examine all the surrounding
conditions—there must be something wrong in my powers of
observation, &c., &c. To most persons, I find the focts, at first
are sad stumbling-blocks ; which drive them to a setting up of
their own judgment as superior to that of those who have become
believers afier due investigation. Judging from a variety of
small civilitios which were tendered to me on board, I had reason
to think my unpopular views had novertheless met with man
s{m athisers, and, among them, the very last person to whom

8 de hawve ti]ouglxt of speaking of Spiritualism from my previcus
knowledge of the man,—the captain of the ship. He however, 1
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found, had had his own experiences, a8 explained by the following
colloquy which was overhoard and reported to me:—
8ne of the passengers, & friend of the captain's, smoking with
him on deck at night, said: “Have you heard all this d—d non-
sense they are talking about spirite 7'—%Yes," said the captain,
in his solemn deep-toned voice, I have; and let me tell you, Joe,
there i3 more in it than people have any idea of.” *Why, you don't
mean to say that you believe the things of which Mr. Coleman is
talking ?"—“Well, Joe, I can only tell you that 1 had the clearest
" intimation of poor D——'s death, and in this way " —and the
captain proceeded to tell his friend a veritable ghost story, which
Thave reason to believe made a serious impression on “Joe,” inas-
much as he too exhibited to me afterwards many special civilities,
showing a change of feeling in my favour. Among the officers
of the ship who took the most interest in the subject were the
doctor and the purser, who frequently invited me to their private
¢abins, and were serious and anxious in their enquiries. One
evening, the purser said, “ Doctor, do you belisve in epiritual
appearances?” ¥ Yes,"” he replied, 1 am inclined to do so—I
never heard before on personal testimony of such facts as Mr.,
Coleman relates, but I believe them.” ¢ a\’ell,” said the purser,
% go do 15 and I will tell you why "— and he told the following
story :(— :

- l‘:‘YW hen C—— took & house, I went to live with him, Onenight
I was disturbed by a loud knocking at the head of my bed, which
destroyed my rest, I named it in the morning, and was lsughed
at by C—— and his sisters. This ocourred a second and third
time, with the addition of the bed clothes being on one occasion
El!owiy dragged away from me. On a subsequent night, returning
howe late, f wa3 groping my way in theqdnrk to my bedroom,

*when at the door I was astounded by hearing a tremendons smash,
as if a hundred weight of glass and china had been thrown at my
feet. It was heard by all the house: C——, his sisters, and thae
pervants rushed out of their rooms in great alarm; lights were

d, when to our surprise not anything was to be seen, and
nothing was found to account for this extraordinary disturbance.
‘The result was, that C—— gave notice of his intention to leave the
house, and at length ascertained that the former occupant had
ﬁeﬂ np every inﬁland decamped in the night; and the land-
on cleaning out the cellars found the body of a woman buried
under the coals——who it was aupfosed had been murdered.”
On my arrival at New York I made the personal acquaintance
of Judge Edmonds, for whom I had long entertaimed the most
nd admiration and respect. The undaunted manner in
which from the first moment of his conviction he bas proclaimed
the truth of Spiritualismn, and the worldly sacrifices be has been
AU
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compelled in consequence to make, entitle himn to the affectionate
regard of all men, without reference to those differences of
religious opinion, which we too often stop to question and to
quarrel with, 1 was surprised to find that the community who
Liad forced Judge Edmounds from his high office, the duties of
which it is admitted even Dy his persecutors he had diecharged
with fearless dignity, now pay him on all hands the most marked
respect. 1 bad an opportunity of observing this in two courts in
which he was professtonally engaged as counsel, and also in wulk'm;ﬁ
with him through the streets; and 1 was especially atruck wi
the ease and masterly superiority which he exhihited over his
opponent in conducting his legal arguments. He is ealled by his
titte by all around him, including the judge on the bench. "I
spent tho evening at Judge Edmonds' house, and was introdnced
to his danghter, Miss Laura FEdmonds, his sole companion.
Both are cheerful, very fenial, and interesting persons. Miss
Edmonds’ health 1s very delicate, and for that reason the exercise
of ber remarkable medinmship is not now encouraged. Her gifts
are various: she is a writing medium ; and the spirits speak
through her in the trance state; she sces spirits in her normal con-
dition; and she can sometimes at will project her spirit ; appearing
in form, and delivering messages to friends in saympathy with her.
even though living at a distance—in proof of which she ci
two or three instances. The power of the spirit to leave the
natural body, and to present itself in visibla form and identity to
another, though rare,is not an attribute of Miss Edmonds’ medum-
ship only; as I am acquainted with a lady resident in London
whao has the same power, and who has exercised it several timea,
This lady told me that on one occasion having a young friend
staying on a visit with her, a gentleman who called to see them,
in the course of conversation ndiculed the belief in apparitions, =
and said that he would give anything to see a ghost. Ifa langh:

at her assertion that her spirit could appear to him that very night
if she pleased, and dared her to trivJ it, which she agreed to do. In
the course of the night, she told her friend that she had heen to
Mr. 'z bedside, and that finding him asleep, she awoke him
by a box on his ear; and then, after resﬂeating to him = verse
from a poem of Keats’s, came away. 'Lhe gentleman called on
the ladies early on the following morning, corroborated her state-~
went, and acknowledged himself perforce a convert at all events
to that phase of spiritual manifestations.

Miss Edmonds described to me & visit made to her by & lady
who was an entire stranger to her, and who wished for a communi-
cation. Laura'shand was moved to write, but was prevented by
the scizure of it by her left hand, which tried in a very decided
manner to interrupt tho epirit contrelling the right hand. The
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medinm then gave utterance to a half-expressed sentence, which
was in like manner checked by the second spirit; she then saw
both epirits standing before her, and told her visitor that one was
her husband and the other her father ; and that by their inter-
ference with one another, she was made to write and talk ao incon-
gruously that she could make noﬂli;lf of it; and she feared it
would be very unsatisfactory. The lady, however, said the whole
wasg most satisfactory to her as a test of the reality of the spirits’
gasenoe, aa the sape habits were exhibited in their lives: there had
en a constant war of sentiment between her father and husband;
whatever one asserted the other invariably contradicted.

I paid a visit to Mr. Colchester, who iz what is called &
& teat medium.” He obtains striking and very peculiar manifes-
tations. Taking my seat in his private room with him aloue, he
placed before me ships of paper and requested me to write any
number of questions I plensed, Whilst I was so engaged, he
begged me to excuse him, and he went to speak to a person
waiting in another room. On his return I had written out ten
ﬁl:stions, each of which I had folded up closely and separately.

took them one by one before him and rapidly wrote out an
answer to each question.

I may here explain that T have but three near relatives in
the spirit-world-—uviz, ; my father, whose name was Sylvester,
my step-daughter Isabel, and my step-son Harry—these namgs
I had written, with others, on separate pieces of paper and
rolied them up in small pellets. On opening the papers I found
that each answer was appropriate and exact, and proved con-
elusively that either by » natural clairvoyance on the part of the
mediam, who appeared to be in his normal condition the whole
time, or by & spiritual Impreasion, he had read every word
contained in each of the folded papers. Take for instance the
following questions and answers :—

Q.—* 1s Harry or Isabel with me, and can they prove to me
their presence 7"

A.—* Yea; we are often with you, It is our greatest wish
to #peak to you alone,” &e., &e. (gigue&, “JTsabella. Henry.”
T had written them lIeabel and Harry).

Q.—# Has my visit to this country any special significance ?—
Will it be of service to me or to any one else ?”

A.—* You are on & special mission, which will not only benefit
you, but be of considerable benefit to othere.  You will be very
saccessfnl,” &e.

I then asked what spirit had given me the answer to nnmber
nine, Mr. Colchester quickly unbuttoned the sleeve of his shirt,
and stripping it up, showed me the name * Isabella,” Ylainly
imprinted on his arm in red letters about an inch long, slightly
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raised. I tried, at his request, to rub them off, but the friction
vuly tenided to bring out the writing in stl‘onger velief, In like
manner, the first having faded aw ay, the name * Rylvester ” was
afterwards shown on his arn; and in reply to other questions, the
words “Yes,” and “No,” appeared successively on the pahn of
bis hand. Mr. Colchester then requested me to take the pellets
containing the names [ bail written, aud to throw them, together
with iy pocket handkerchief, under the table, and to sclect at
the same time onc of the names. I said “ Iﬂahel and in an
instant, be said,  you will find the name tied in the corner of your
handkerehicf,” 1 took it from the Hoor, where I had myself
vlaced it a moment before, and found the pellet, with the name
& abiel tied, as he sald it was, in the cormerof my own handkerchief.

Quemluus seeptics may save themselves the trouble of specu-
lating on whether or not I may have been deceived by a sleight-
of-hand trick. ‘There was no trick I assure them in the case;
and, as it waa broad daylight, no possibility of deception.

Ou a sccond visit to Mr, Colchester, T took with me a sealed
envelope, enclosing a folded paper on which I lad written, ©Will
the spirit be so good as to give e the exact words of tlus paper,
mme}) to satisfy me of ita power to do so?—DB. C." T lud the
cnvelope on the table. h[r Colcliester did not touch it; bat,
taking a pencil and paper, he wrote rapidly every word contained
ig#t. 'This was a conclusive test of that clairvoyant power which
has been so frequently disputed, and which Sir Philip Crampton
M. In., challenged some years ago, when he said he had ene osed
a hundred pound note in an envelope “to be given to any one
who, by the  opelt ation of Mesmerisin, shall describe the pdltlt_lll‘lr&l
of thu note.”’ Tt was never claimed, and it is theretore constantly
cited as a proof that Clairvoyance is a fraud. In reference to
this particular test, I find the following statement made in the
A7t vimber ot the Zodsty, Aprily, 1852 :— Atter all, 1t turns out
that Sir Philip Crampton {id not enclose a bank note, bt a
blank clieque; and t]luy say he thouglit it good fun to uu]ﬂtltutc
the one for the vther,” The frand in this instanee would thus
appear to have heen practised by the learned physieian, and this
is the way that men of scienee pretend to investigate ainl too
frequently trifle with subjects which they know, if proved, would
overturn their vhilosopliy. 1€, liowever, thers J‘lnuld bu any
savant i the present day who is bold enough to visk a hundred
puund note on Mr. Colchester’s ability y without the apparent ail
of what is ealled Meanerism, to decip ltl the contents of a scaled
envelope, T shiall be glad to be the * medinm » of making the
trial, and [ am nuch mistaken, after my expericnce, it the
sceptic iz not made to pay for lis temerity.  The very remark-
able manifestation of writing on the Geal is also obtained by M.
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Foster, of New York, who was absent at the time of my visit
from the city. I am told he is a respectable young man, and *
that his manifestations are quite egnal to Mr. Colchester’s, and -
much of the same character.

Dr. Gardner and Dr. Bell, of Boston, attest their having wit-
nessed about two years ago similar manifestations through the me-
dinmship of Miss Coggswell, of Veymont. Dr.Gardner asked men-§

| tally for some evidence that his brother in the spirit-world was
present, and the letters M. Gr., the initials of the name, came up on
the arm of the mediuin. Dr, Gardner then asked mentally—* How
did he die?”’ and presently there rose up on her arm the figure
of a hnman heart, and over it another figure of a pistol being
discharged into the heart, This was a satisfactory test to
Dr. Gardner, as his brother was shot through the heart by
a ball from a revelver.  Dr. Gardner sent for Dre. L. V. Bell, a
well-known physician, who is not a Spiritualist, to witness this
extraordinary phenomenon, and, in answer to & mentally-expressed |
desire of Dr. Bell, three crosses and a flower came up on the
medium’s arm,  Dr. Bell, in reterence to this and other phenomena
which he witnessed, says he does not believe they are the work of
agirits. Heis equally sure they are not proiduced by imI})osture,— |
they come, in his opinion, “from some occult cause which 1 do not
undertake to ex plam,” &e.  “ But (he says) so far as L am qualified
to appreciate or obscrve what occurs before my eyes, I cannot
admit that there was juggling ov soli~deception in the matter.”

Among the most valuable developments of Spiritualism in
Amcrica is the nwmber of healing mediums, many of high
character and station, and whosc apparently miraculous cures are
attested hy a host of reliable witnesses; and there is no more
reason to doubt that spirit-power is exercised for the cure of
discase, than in any other of the marvellous manifestations which
many hundreds of persons have frequently witnessed. 1 met
a Mr. Hussey in New York, who is a healing medium. He
described to me how strangely, desprte of himself, and even
against his wisles, he had been forced to relinquish other pursuits,
and to devote himself to the healing art.  1le suid he had cured
almost every known discase, except yvellow fever,  OUnc case of
typhoid he cured in half an hour; another of spinal complaint
confirmed by years of suffering, which had bated all other
treatment, he had cared in nineteen days.  Ile confessed to me
that he knew nothing of pathelogy ; that lic exercised no thouglht,
but that without volition on his part, his hands were directed to
the seat of disease, and its cure was thereby effected.

In Boston, Dr, Newton has obtained preat celebrity as a healing
medium. T had not time to visit him, but T heard from a friend
who knew him well, and who frequently visits at his house, that his

el
~ V.-:.‘,, _ffi'r_z_‘. -
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powers are acknowledged on all hands, In one case known to
my informant, a man, who had lost his sight for 15 years, was
restored in one hour, and I was told that a pile of crutches is to
be seen at Dr. Newton's house, bearing the names of the patients
to whom they belonged, who had been ¢cured “ by the laying on of
bands,” and who hn%l walked away without furt{xer nse for them.

At New York, Thad the pleasure of making the acquaintance of
Misa Catherine Fox,who is now well known wherever Spiritualism
has been heard of, as one of the Ifox famiéy through whom the
modern manifestations were first recognised in America, 13 years
ago. Bhe is still young, and a very intevesting, amiable and
lady-like person. Her mediumship is as strong now as it has ever
been ; Ams| indeed she had, during my stay in New York, some
of the most remarkable manifestations that have ever been
recorded, and of which I shall give a full account in a eubsequent
pumber. The rappings in her Eresance are very loud and
precise, When I called on her one morning, the room
resounded on all sides as if a host were giving me a joyous
welcome. I agked if the spirits who were present would give
mo their names, and the names of Harry, Isabel, and Sylvester
were spelt ont, no names having been mentioned by me in Miss
Fox's presence, and of course I and my family relations were
wholly unknown to her. These were followed by other names of
friends, spelt out in full, and one, a relative of my wife's said,
# Let me speak.,” A message followed, of a specially significant
and touching character, which I am precluded from giving, as it
velates to private family affairs; but I may mention that the
tenor of the message is an actual apology offered for an assumed
injuatice done to me during her life-time, now 20 years ago.

Dr. Kirby, a well-known physician residing m New York
told me that he had investigated Spiritualism forsome years, an
that he was a confirmed believer. Among many facts which he
named, [ sclect the following curious proof of spirit-power:—He
and his friend Dr. Wilson were at a séance, when 5 s]‘.)irit gave his
name Williaro Nixon, % What?” said Dr. Wilson, “are you m
old friend with whom I have played s0 many games at cards ¢’
“Yes" was the reply; “X can play now as well as I ever di(h
and I challenge you to a game.” A pack of cards was obtaine
and handed under the table, where a naturally-shaped though not
& fleahly hand, cut them. Dr. Wilson then dealt five carda to each,
and proccedaé to pl?_y an American game, called euchre, receiving
from the spirit card for card throughout the gawe, which was won
by the spirit, who said exaltingly, “ You see, Doctor, I had the

vantage, as 1 could see every card in your hand.”

Mr. Husssy, of whom I have made mention, related to me an
equally curious manifestation which oceurred recently at a sitting
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where he was present. A spirit requested that a tumbler filled
with water should be placed in the centre of the table around
which they were seated; they were then told to put out the
light, which was done, each one of the party holding the other's
band. In a minute, the gas was re-lighted, when the tumbler was
found to be entirely emplied of its contents, The spirit next
requested the room to be made dark again, and on re-hghting it
in an instant after, it was found that the glasa had been ed
to the brim. They asked the gpirit to explain the process, and were
told that a hand was formed large enough to hold in its hollow
the contents of the glass, by pressing it uwp against the lower
surface of the table, whick on looking was found to be wet.

These are some of the incidents which so frequently oecur
in the experience of those engaged in the prosecution of this
subject ; and which prove with irresistible force the reality of
rome super-mundane agency.

There is 8 phase of mediumship to be met with in America
which has never, that I am aware of, been known in Europe,
which tests in the most satisfactory manner the actual presence
of spirits, and the faculty which certain media possees of seeing
and recognizing them ; and that is, the power of delineating on
canvas or cardboard an exact likeness ufpthe irit,

7 .%-za? indebted to il}f[r. Berry, of ]ioston, ef'tor of thalfanner
of Light newspa or a photo copy of a spirit drawing,
whichg le ha,dpju?;:r’raceive%, en%f:sl;d inpya; lettcr,p from Mr. ﬁ
Butter, of Springfield, Hlinois. It is the full-length likeness of
a child in costume, four years of age, who was the danghter
of Mr. and Mrs. Soaper, of Bloomington, Illinois. It is said
that the spirit of this child presented itsclf ts Mr. W. P. Anderson,
s portrait-drawing medium, who was unknown to the family,
and that he preduced, in an abnormal state with his eyea closed,
the original picture, life size, in 2 hours and 40 minutes, and it
is pronounced to be an exact Tikeness. 1 showed the photogra%h
to Mrs, Burbank Felton, of Boston, a very intelligent and well-
known trance-spesking medium, of whom I shall have oceasion
to speak presently, and she told me that she had recently seen a
most wonsarfn.l production obtained under somewhat similar, but
etill more curicus circumstances, through the mediumship of a
Mvr, J. B. Fayette, of Oswego, who 1s a tailor by trade, and who
ia nnacquainted in his natural state, with the art of %ﬁn ing in
any way. The likeness Mrs. Felton saw was thus obtained :—
A friend of hers, Mre. Macumber, a well-known public teat
medium, whilst on a visit with a Mr. and Mrs. Burgess, gave
them at & sdance a message from their gpirit daughter, to the
effect that ehe would appear to Mr. Fayette on a particular day
and hour to sit for her likeness, and she described very minutely
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how she would be dressed. They lived at some distance frome
Dswﬁfigo, and had never heard of Mr. Fayette; but they wrote te
his addrese, and told him that a spirit had promised them to sit
to him for & likeness on a epecified day and hour, without
mentioning any particulars whatever, and they requested him to
send them anything he mii:ht get at that time.  On the day but
one after this day, Mr. Fayette sent the drawing which Mre.
Felton had seen, and which proved to be an exact and artistically-
finished likeness of Mr, and Mrs, Burgess’s child, dressed
%recisaly % ehe had said she would be. It was drawn by Mr.
ayette whilst in the trance state, én tofal darkness, which, it is
said, are the ouly conditions under which he can produce these
spirtt portrgits. I may here, perhaps, be permitted to digress
for a moment from my narrative to consider this question of
special conditions, which it is claimed are essential to the pro-
uction of a certain class of spiritual phenomens, but with which
the cavilling sceptic invariably quarrels. I hold that it is an
unphilosophical state of mind, and one which unfits a man for calm
and fair investigation, to insist as a proliminary that his prejudices
shall be eatisfied. In every sitnation, and in every act otP our lives,
Wwe are mors or less de}?endrint on conditions. We can effect, under
suitable and harmonious arrangements, that which we should
find it impossible to accomplish under the elightest variation
from them, The chemist requires hiz darkened room to produce
cortain results, and the photographer is obliged to have two
extremes to bring out his picture, How unreasonable, then, is
it to attempt to ignore, as many do, nnmistakable palpable facta
in Spiritualism, because they are not done to order.  Assuredly,
the man who allows his prejudices to interpose, who etan
out on the pride-of-intellect plane, and refuses to imitate the
humility of the great Newton in the purstit of truth, misses a
Iden opportunity, by neglecting Spiritualism, of increasing his
owledge, and, as I believe, his future happiness,

At Boston, T raet Miss Lord, of Portland, Maine, and as I was
anxious to realise the wonders exhibited through her medinmship,
of which T had previously heard, an arrangement was made for
me to visit her, and accompanied by three gentlemen holding
promment commercial positions in the city, and all interested in
the subject, we formed a circle, including the ladies of the
bouse, of nine persons. Miss Lord is in very delicate health, far
advanced, I fear, in consumption, and consequently incapahie of
any great ph{sica.l exertion. We took our seats around a

vod eized table in a small room, the mediem heing seated
tween one of my friends and myself, and we formed a chain by
holding each other's handa all round the circle, resting them lightly
on the surface of the table. On another table, about two or three
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foet distant from the back of the chair on which the medium sat,
there had been placed various musical instruments-—a guitar, »
duleimer, tambourine, harmonium, a horn (such as is used by the
fish sollers of the city), and four bells of various sizes,and in a corner
of the room there stood a very large bass-viol and bow, which I
was informed had belonged 70 years ago to one fgm.m immons,
After sitting quietly for a few minutes in a subdued light, the
medium became entranced by Black Hawk, an Indian spirit
who is the presiding spirit of the band that visit this eircle, an
his orders spoken through the medium in broken English, are
implicitly obeyed, The first request was that we should sing;
which the ladies of the partydid, and they continued to sing several
plaintive airs lasting some minutes, until we had-become, as I
supposed, harmonised. We were then told to put out the fighte
which was done, and seated under the conditions I have descri
we were left in total darkness. The first manifestation arose from
the unseen agents handling the guitar, which was whisked about
with great celerity over and around our heads, whilst a quick
negro air was capitally played npon it the whole time the
instrument was floating aboutus. 1 was touched by it on the head
playfully several times, and once it rested on my shoulder, ths
air still contiouing, with the strings 30 close o my ear that they
struck me in their vibration. It was then announced that Squire
Simmons was present, and that he would perform a eole on the
bass-viol. T'hree sharp musician's taps were made by the spirit
with the bow to call attention, and we listened in mute astonishe
ment to hear this large instrument played upon with all the
harmony and force that could be exercised by any performer in
the ﬂes{l. At its conclusion I thanked tge %uire for his
condescension, and he responded by ta.ppinE me gently with the
bow on my head. I then asked him to shake hands with me,
but instead of a hand he gave me one end of the bow, shaking it,
and holding the other end with quite as firm a graspas 1 did,
Fach of the instruments was played upon by a new performer,
The bells were all floating sbout our heads at one time, ringing
harmoniously in time with the guitar., Black Hawk took the
tambourine, and askingfor “ Hail, Columbia™ to be sung, he jingled
the instrument about in the wildest manner, striking us with it
alternately on our heads—then on the table—the back of one
chairs—and on the fioor with inconceivable rapidity. He then
ve us an Indiav dance, and the dull heavy bumping and
nmping sounds as of feet in mocassins, or Indian elippers, kept
excellent time, The tambourine was laced on my hea
and ho passed his band over it, by which T could feel ts fall
shape and size. He concluded this part of his performanece hy
saying “ Me do someting else for you," und in ap instant the
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medium seated in her arm chair was lifted with o startling bownd
on to the centre of the table, chair and all. I assisted in lifting
her from her elevated Eosition, and was surprised at her de
weight, being twice as heavy as I ahould imagine her to be from
her fragile appearance when in her normal eondition. Black
Hawk blew & shrill and ringing blast on the horn, guite s loud
as any human being could do it. He then played on the harme-
nican, and surpriae§ me by saying through the horn, % How you
do, Mr. Coleman.” Iasked the company if it would be agreeable
to have the door opened, as the room felt close and hot, and
immediately a fan, which T afterwards found had been taken from
a drawer in the room, was actively wafted before my face just aa
if human hands were using it, and still more surprising, a goblet of
water waa placed to my lips to drink, and though 1 gently resiated,
my head was pushed back and I was thus forced to take a goo
draught of the cooling beverage. The whole exhibition was &
most marvellous and convineing proof of the presence of inteli-

nt invisible agencies, and, apart from all other considerations,
ﬁfe precision with which heavy instruments were burled at times
about our heads in the dark, touching us lightly and plz;{fu]]y,
was in itself proof positive, that spirit eyes guided, and that no
human being of this world handled them. Every sense but that
of sight being satisfied, the stance was quite as satisfactory teo
me aa if the manifestations had been made in broad daylight.

Of another character, though no less curious and wonderful,
were the manifestations which I witneased on a subseguent
evening at New York with Miss Kate Fox. I have spoken of
the casnal morning visit which 1 made to this interesting young
lsdy, but I omitted to name that among other messages given to
me on that occasion was the following: “ When you come bere
on Friday evening I will manifest my presence in & light-—tokers
nnmistakable in lights.—SyLvesTER.” I had no idea of the
meaning of this message, nor could Miss Fox explain it, T only
knew that Friday evening had been fized by my friend Me. L,
for us to sit with her. On that eveninE we accordingli met ;
our party being limited to Miss Fox and her mother, Mr, L., and
myself. We fastened the door of the room, and put out the

as. We sat as usual round a table, taking hold of each other’s
Ea.nda; the Iadies being separated by my friend and myself.
After various short messages were given by the raps, we wers
desired to pull open the 811‘?'5:: of the table, which being doue, an
aEermre of sbout a foot in width was made. A request was
then rs,pped out, through the alphabet, “ Give us a pencil and
paper.” I first handed my pencil case through the aperture of
the table, which was taken from me by what appeared by the
touch to be a naturally shaped hand. 1 thei gave a large sized
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plain card, which was in like manner taken from me in a quiet
gentle manner. 'We then heard very distinctly the pencil bein,
vsed as in writing rapidly, and In a minute or two the card amn
pencil were handed back to me. On the identical card I found
written in a legible hand, though not a fac-simile, # My desr father,
may God bless you, Iam with you, dear father, pass me gmoh
for 1 am by your eide, I am with you, and to-might I wi
manifest.—HENRY C. D——." Then zgmdnnll there rose up
between the opening in the table a Aa{f gc‘obufzr-skaped Iight,
ahout the size of the palm of my hand. It wae not like a

hosphorescent light, it was more like the light of a bull's-eye

tern, spreading an illuminating ray around. It rose three

times to the surface of the table, and then disappeared. A hand,
naturall ah?ed and about the ordinary size, was then placed on
my head, and continued for some little time to pat and caress
me in the kindliest and most gentle manner; it felt very warm
shnost bot. I put up my haod to touch it; having my pen
case between my fingers, the spirit-hand immediately took hold
of the pencil, and h-ﬁcd it firmly at one end, whilst with my arm
extended above my head I held the other; in this position it
was swayed about see-saw like, and then abandoned to me. At
this noment a startling rap, much londer than anything of the
kind I had ever before heard, was made on the outer surface of
the table. I asked for this to be repeated three times, and
secordingly three sharp sounding heavy mEE were made as if
done by a large-sized auctioneer’s hammer. The rappizgl sotunds
then spread all about the room, and came simultancously from
the W;Th, floor, and ceiling, and the lights, diminished to the size
of & half-crown piece, pﬁ;.yed about us, resting slternately on
?rioua parts of our bodies.

My previous experience with Mr. Home had prepared me
for all euch manifestations as I witnessed with Missmiord and
Misa Fox, and although extremely curious and differing in
gome importaut points from his mediumship—they serve only
to vary the character of the phenomena, but do not transcend
the marvellons facts which hundreds of our neighbours have
witnessed at numerous sdances with Mr, Home, and which
have been already fully recorded in the Spiritual and Cornkill
Magazines. It will probably be ssid among other objections, that
even admitting the facts, (which many I know will not do, whilst
others will asert that they are foo real, being all of the devil)
when curiosity is once satisfied and the wonder ceases, there is
pothing very elevating in this class of manifestations. This
objection, as far as it goes, is certainly a valid one, and if the
wanifestations claiming to be of spiritual origin were indeed
eonfined to the moving of chairs and tables, and of rapping




14

sonnds accompanied by only common-place messages, th inl)
would not (egae.];pt fo{: thg con uerr:cas they ﬁive?ym
any more consideration than we should give to the curious tricks
performed by a Houdin or a Frikel, to which it iz usual to
eompare them. But who but very perverse people, or those whe
know nothing of the subject, will say that spiritual mantfestations,
so called, are thus limited in their character, and confined to the
phase of unintellectual physical phenomena? Who that has
aid the least attention to the subject does not see & wisdom
i this lifting of tables into the air, and of these despised rapping
and that thus “ Giod hath chosen the foolish things of this woﬁ
to confound the wise.”” Who does not see that they are neces-
to arrest in the first instance the confirmed sceptic, and
lead him when other means have failed of doing so, to enquire
into the # why” and the  wherefore” of these previously denied
but now deinonstrated facts, and that they are thus made stepping-
stones to higher knowledges, and ultimately to that most con-
solatory of all convictions :—that there is indeed another state of
existence after the spirit leaves the natural body, and that in
that state they who have been dear to us here are not so very
far removed from us, bat that they can still watch over, guard
and direct us during onr prolon?ed pilgrimage on earth.

We, in Engla.ug, who are milﬁy on the threshold of this enguiry,
will probably find when a sufficient number of witneases have
been secured—as in America, (where it is said there are hundreds
of thouzands,) that we shall be indifferent to the striking manifesta-
tions which now excite our wonder, and shall no doubt settle
down to etudy the higher philosophies, which this new light will
have forced upon our previensly darkencd minds; and we shall
then be prepared to recognise and encourage the higher develop-
ments otp Spiritualism, which will rise up amongst us, as it hae
amongst our transatlantic brethren, where numbers of previously
uplettered men and women, have become writing and trance, or
inspirationally influenced, speaking mediums; and by a lLitle
patience, and by abstaining from condemning phases of the sub-
Ject, which are not understood and may have much hidden wisdom
m them, we shall in due time realise the true purport and intent
of these modern manifestions, and the cui dono so impatiently
demanded be made plain to us all.

One of the most interesting writing and seeing mediums
with whom I became acquainted in New York, is Mrs, Staats,
residing at 87, Amity-street. Her quict earnest manner assures
Em at once that she is entirely reliable in all she says and does,

he requested me in the first instance to write a number of
names, Including any of friends I had in the spirit-world,
I accordingly wrote a list of about a dozen family names, Her
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hand, with a pancil, immediately moved towards the pa&:er, and
quickly dashed under the names of Sylvester, Henry and Isabel,
who a8 L have before said, are the only ones related to me who have
away ; the rest of the names I had written were of those
still living. “She then wrote the name of , and asked
me if I recognised it, saying * He is here standing by your
side. He teli me that you have lingering doubts about his
treatment during his illness. You thought the medical men
treated him wrong. He is your son.” said ¥ No, he was
not my son.” © %Vell, he was your wife's, and he knows no
difference in you, He is very like you. He passed away about
four months since. He was very fond of drawing.” &e., &e.
‘Whilst Mrs. Staats was making these remarks, which were literally
eorrect, her hand at the same time was writing ra[‘)idly a message
addressed ¢ My dear father,” and signed “ Henry,” Other short
messsges followed with snatches of poetry. Then the followin
worde—** We gather, my dear father, wherever you are, an
whisper aweet words of consolation and encouragement. You
will return satisfied to my dear mother, and I will be with you—
| Tapping, gently tapping’ on your cheek the while
Your heart will gla Xen with the smile,
Which light up eyea that welcome you,
“?hen safe at home sgain,
I will not whisper, ¢ nevermore,’'
But come as oft in days of yore,
And from our treasure to you pour
A stream of love undying.
# My style a8 you know.”
his was certainly remarkable, as my step-son had a great
admiration for the poems of Edgar Poe, and used to imitate his
style cccaslonally.

Mrs, Staats then took another sheet of paper, and said that a
very beautiful influence from a charming spirit possessed her,
a:rdy wrote—* Isabel iz here.” DBe it remembered I had not
mentioned any names. The medium continued to write, whilst
8t the same time she was talking to me, and in a few minutes
the following m waa completed and handed to me:—H1
bave long been wat 'ng this opportunity to write a few words of
tanderness and love.  Dear ones stand waiting to open the door
to hearts who have long loocked through the dim und shadowy
outlinea of the past—to gather, if possible, one bright ray of
hope—to assure of blessed re-union and communion of soul.
Dear mother—your treasures are safe here, and not so far
removed but that they can tell their love, and bs to you guidmg

cheering you on and up to this more durable {ome where
hecome teachers, Wg help in all those hours of darkmnesa,
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and disclose those new beauties which are in store for the faithful,
Let Faith be to you light in darkness! Hope will lare youw
onward! Charity will deck you in robes of undying beauty,
and your children be the crown of your declining years, and wait
to welecome you here, where peace flows on for ever sweet as the
love of —IsaBEL.”

Mrs. Staats has many visitors who come frequently to obtain
communications from the spirit-world, and I was told of some
very extraordinary information obtained by one gentleman whom
I met there. He got an entire list of names of persons to &
document requived to establish the birthright of a lady, whose
case was recently bronght to a successful ssue in the tnilinh
courts of law. Mra. Staats’ hand wrote out directions where
this document of ancient date would be found, snd gave the
fac-similes of the signatures attached to it, T slso made the
acquaintance, at Mrs. Staats’, of another gentleman, s Mr. J—
whose knowledge of Spiritualism was brought about under the
following interesting circumstances, which I will endeavour to
relate as nearly as [ can in his own words,—% 1 married,” he
said, ‘““the daughter of ong of the wealthiest men in this city,
who disapproved of our union, and refused to see his daughter
afterwardg. It was a marriage of the purest affection on both
pides. She was a woman of unusual accomplishments, of great
strength of mind, and capable of giving sound advice on all
subjects. There was, indeed, something like inspiration in all
she said and did. A proposal was made to me to go to the
new settlement of Pikes Peak, in the Rocky Mountains, some
two thousand miles away, which iz now my settled homs. T
hesitated, on account of the long separation 1t would necessarily
entail, though the advantages to be derived were ﬁmnt. I
discussed the matter with my wife, and she strongly advised me
to accept the proposal, which I at length did, thougg reluctantly,
for among other difficulties, she was expecting to become a
mother, and I feared the world would think it an unfeeling thing
to leave her alone and unprotected at that time. My arrange-
ments being made, I started on my journey, accompanied by my
wife as far as Vbashington. efore parting, my wife sai
t Now, love, if we should never meet again on earth, let us try
to communicate with each other, and let the one who may be
removed from this sphere guide and protect the other, i
remark surprised me; we had never spoken on such a subject
before, and we neither of us knew anytling of Spiritvalism. In
due time, I arrived at my destination, and found I had taken the
step just in time to anticipate others, and to secure the object I
had m view. On my way, 1 lost off my finger a plain ring
which my wife had given me at our parting. It was found by

- Y
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the conductor of a train by which I had travelled, and restored
to-me some weeks after; but it was, as you see (showing me the
ring), broken. By the pext periodical mail, I received this
letter from my wife, which I should like you to read.” I did so,
and it fully corroborated his previons description of her affece
tionate disposition and her superior acquirements. “Takiag
up,” he continued, “the New York Herald of two days subsequent
date, I was struck down on seeing the announcement of her
death, She bad, as 1 afterwards learned, died suddenly on the
very day on which this letter was written. I returned es quickly
s I could to New York, where I have remained sinoe_, and
received my wife’s papers and trinkets and this rmg1 showing it
to me), which T gave her at our parting, and whi found, as
you see it, broken exactly as mine kad been. Recollecting the
ise we had mutually made, I became anxious to test her
ability to manifest to me, and meeting s friend who knew
sgmething of Spirituslism, he recommended me to visit Mrs.
Btaats, and bere is the first evidence I ever had of spirit
mtercourse; see how remarkably this message agrees with her
lagt lotter to me. You will not wonder, ] am = that I
should become a firm beligver in this faith, and th:ﬁ should
mow never take any serious step without secking her advice,
which for six months she has continned to give me from time to
time, It is always exceedingly pertinent, clear and reliable,”
This etory which, from memory, I have but imperfectly quoted,
will, I trost, prove as interesting to the reader as it was to me,
© At the gt. Nicholas Ilotel, where I staid, I also becama
aoquainted with a gentleman, who told me he was an old convert
to & belief in Spintoalism, a Mr. John McKinrey, of Lawton,
ok, where he hulds a Stato appointment. He said,
# Spintuslism is recognized by the t majority of those who
are residenta of the 'W;Eastem Btates. Weall know something of it,
Fanaily circles and mediums are everywhere amongst us. Itis
not a religion with us, but all sects admit the facts, and we meet
frequently at each other’s houses, not for the Hur-pose of obtaining
e | manifestations which we have all witnessed in past
times and no longer need, but to obtain information and in-
sfruction from our departed friends and relatives. I myself was
& writing medium for several years; but latterly the power has
Isft me. 1 have had some very remarkable predictions made in
writing through my own hand, and among other things, the
deaths of Henry Clay and Daniel Webster were most accurately
foxetold, and so far back as 1855 I wan informed that this present
grisia in our political history would occur. I have the papers at
hotue, and will look them up and send them to you. I was told
abas 8 noparation of the States would take place about this period
B
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—that a collision would emme, though not leading to vey
sericus consequences—axtd that 0ur°t?i%culﬁes would culminataf —
about the year 1864, when a new confederation would be made,
and the aﬂwe queat{on voluntarily settled by the Bouthemmers
themselves ing the terms on which they would comsent t¢-

its ultimate sud extinction.”

In reply to my question, Mr. McKinney said he had yeason
to place the fulleat confidence in all ictions made by the
spirits through his own hand.

X visited at Boston another test-writing Medium, Mr, J. ¥,
Mansfield, who has obtained great celebrity from the cheracter of
the commuuieations made throngh him. 1 was to him, sa to-sil
others in America, an entire stranger. I took my seat in &
ante-room alone: he placed before me a long strig of paper and. &
pencil, and requested me to address any question | pleased to-a
one with whom I desired to communicate in the spinit- 1
whilst he retired to another room. I did as requested, and having i
folded the paper containing the writing, and placed my hasd -
upon it, Mr. Mansfield entered the room, and took his seat by |
my side, and putting his left hand lightly on mine, he traced, a8
he said, the affinity between me and the spirit by e principleof |
magnetiem,and declared at once that it was the spirit of myson who
was about to communicate withme. I do not guess,’” he said, 4 X
knew it for a certainty.” His hand then wrote out rﬁpidly ak I
message, beginning “My dear father”—and signed “ Harry.” The
measage itself waa not worthy of the source from whénee it par-
ported to come, but, nevertheless, it contained two very curiots and
striking allusions. Buch as—* T%is was known to you before you Iefh
your home in Sussex-place, Regent's Fark,” whmfonm reﬁdﬁmﬂ

* You can tell your friend Howift, &c.,” and at my request the
address, addin mi Christian name, was appended, none of which |
particulars could the medium by any likelthood have known.

Trance mediums and inepirational speskers are now wvery
numerous in America, and this form of the spiritual development
has, as I have previonsly said, taken the place of the aarlior
manifestations, and it seems a most valuable, practical, and highly
satisfactory result.

I found crowded audiences saseembled to hear diseonrssd
delivered by young women, who without previous education hitwé:
risen up from the middle and lower ranks of societi[to becorna
tcachers; and whose lectures on Theology, Politice; Morals, and
Bcience, are delivered with a force and elogunence which would
compare favorably with the most popular lay and clerical speakeni:
of the present dg

I heard Mrs. Cora Hatch for instance, who 13 & young womg. .
of abont three or four and twenty, deliver an address whidk. e

1
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prirported to be spoken through her by the spirit of the American
sta Jofferson. I do not stop to inquire or to satiafy
myself whether the speaker was really influenced by the fm‘ticula.r
epirit who claimed to be present, 1 only know that I listened
to & marvellons piece of oratory delivered extempore in well-
chosen hngnagg without falter or hesitation, eccupying an hour
aud a , by & young uneducated woman ; mﬁaml&ﬁm
82y W I can reasonably regard it as the result of a
natural gemins and ordinary training, (which 1 am sssured by
herself and thoes who know her that it ia not) or of some abnormal
influence, whick X gm told it is, and I confess that I am forced to
receive the latter ay the true solution of such a phenomenon,

Miss Emme ing, whom I had also the pleasure of hearing,
18 one_of the most populae lecturers in America, and I think de~
servedly so, but in her case it, perhaps, cannot be said that she was
without training or education, and her discourses, I believe, so far
differ from Mrs. Hatch, that she may be said to be an eloquent
advoeate for the traths of Spiriteelism, rather than an inspire-
ticnal epeaker. Mies Harding is now devoting herself to the
establishment of a home in Boston foy thefallen of her sex, and
I was happy to hear that ladies and lgem:lencwn of all denomi-~
nations were assisting her to complete her benevolent task.

Mra. Burbank Feiton, of whom I have spoken, ia, as I have
mentionod, a speaking medium, differing in character from either
of the two ladies to whom 1 have just alluded, inasmuch as she, I
believe, always speaks in the trance state, T am told that this

ing at times some very remarkable manifestations. The
wpirits of friends and relstives take possession of and entrance
ber, and she carries conviction by the of her delinsation
of voice and manner. I was introduced to Mrs, Felton by Mr.
Q. a gentleman who holds an official position connected with the

; Boston, but a8 she was indisposed I had not the op
tnity of testing her mediumship, Mr. C., however, has EE:;
many proofs of it, and he related to me a very remarkable story
‘whii, though somewhat lengthy, I venture to think will prove
imeresting to my readers, as it answers a question frequently
put—Why don’t these spirits tell us something useful ?

On one of his casual visita to Mys. Felton, a spirit speaking
ﬂimugh her, introduced himself to Mr. C., and gave his name
Ezekiel Webeter, a well-known American lawyer, and brother to
the celebirated etatesman, Daniel Webster. After some general
conversation, Ezekiel took leave of Mr. C. saying in & courteous
m-‘that be was happy to have made his aequaintance, anid

d “If you are ever in want of my assistance and advyice come
to:me, and 1 will give it to m” Bome time after this interview
it wo bappenod that Mr. C. became involved in a law auité arising

B



20

out of the following circumstances,~—The firm of J. B, and Cog
of Boston, diecovered & guano island in the Carribean Sea, aud
sent several vessels there to load. The Venezuelan Goverme
ment hearing of this, sent an armed ship to take possession, and
drove them away, Soon after this event a company was formed,
who leased all the Islands in the Carribean gea. from the
Government, and J. B. and Co. were invited to take a lease from
the company of the island they bad already worked, which they

to do, and gave a surety bond for the due fulfilment of the
conditions of their lease, and to this bond Mr., C. became a paxty.
One of the conditions was that J, B. and Co. should carry away,
within a given time, 10,000 tons of guano, and pay five dollare
per ton royalty. When J. B. and Co. had obtained about 4,000
‘tons, the island was exhansted, and they called upon the compaay
sither to give them another island to work upon or to cancel them
lease, which the company refused to do, snd insisted on payment
for the stipulated nwmber of 10,000 tons. The defence was that
the company had by implication guaranteed that J. B. and Co.
could chtain 10,{;{1)0 tons, and in equity they could m be called
upon to pay royalty on a greater quantity than they wtn:la!{
csrried agva)., . nyg C. begg suaﬂqon hisybond be t hirneol
of Ezekiel Webster’s promise, and determined to another
interview with him, which be obtained by visiting Mrs. Feltoni.
She soon d into the trance state, and assumed the official
manner and importance of the lawyer. Mr. C. stated the casey
I have given it, npon which the fellowing conversation icels
place :— WEBSTER,—** Was the Island uninhabited when J. B
and Co, first took possession of it ?'— Yes 1" How fur ie
it from the Continent ?"—¢ 30 milea I & brother Daxiel
is better acquainted with international law t{an 1 am, sllow
me to ask his opivion on one point, and then I will git®

ou mine,” -

In a foew minntes he returned and continued, “ My brother-
says I am right; the defence you make is a fair one, and onght -
10 prevail, unless there is some clause in the lease which cuts @
off, and that I cannot pronounce upon without seeing sad:
carefully cxamining the contents. It 18 hardly necessewy,, .
however, to do this, as the lease itself is a nullity, and thersfors.
the lessors can neither recover under it for what you did takgxe
away, nor, of course, for what you did not. They had no tithg
and could not give one. They were, in fact, only undertaking
to Jesso to yon your own property, from which you had beéx
driven by violence. By a ll:sw of the United States, any of heis
citizens who may discover guano on an island not occupied, upic
lying without the maritime jurisdiction of any other nation, be
& ng%lt to take possession thereof, and to hold possession ags
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all subsequent comers till he has exported all the existing guane
upon it. Now, you discovered the island in question, and were
peaceably and legally employed in carrying the deposit away
until interrupted and iriven away by the a.rme% force of Veneguela.
But they did not own the island, and therefore had not any right
to interfere with you, nor, of course, any right, after taking
possession, to lease or to gell it; nor had the guanc company any
right to convey because their own title was worthless. You
have, therefors, taken away nothing but your own property, and
the guano company, instead of having a claim on J. IJ)E g Co,,
ara bourd to repay to J, B, & Co. whatever sum of money they
have exacted under their lease,”

Mvr, C. then observed—* But it will be said that J. B. & Co.
waived their rights by accepting the lease.”

‘WEBSTER.— Perhaps so, The answer, however, is, that ail
parties appear to have acted in ignorance of their rights, but
that is no reason why the party having rights should he%aprived
of them for the benefit of those who had none.”

Mr. C. showed this opinion to his own lawyer, who, without
knowing the source from whence it was obtained, said it was
axcellent and sound law, Mr. C. accordingly acted upon it—

t the company at defiance, and they have not troubled him
er in the matter.

I am now about to relate several anecdotes which may be called
4 Curiositiea of Spiritnalism.” They have been told to me by
serious, intelligent, and highly respectable people, and I readily
yield to them as implicit a %ehef a3 I expect to obtain from those
who know me when I speak of my own personal experiences :—
My, Daniel Farrar, who is at the head OF a leading and wealthy
commercial firm in Boston, gave me a history of his conversion
tofpiritualism. He had, he said, given cloze attentionto the subject
for several years; a member of the orthodox Church he Egﬁsed
Bpiritualism for two years, and atlength yielded to overwheluing
evidence of its reality.

The Rev. Mr.Willis, who was educated at Havard University,
and who is now residing at Coldwater, Michigan, is & medium
of remarkable power, and was a frequent visitor at Mr, Farrar’s
honse. Invited on one occasion to stay there over night, he
conseuted, on the condition that Mr. Farrar would sleep in the
game room with him, which he did. During the night all sorts
of disturbances took place, their clothes were strewed about in all
directions, and in the morning they found almost every article of

Eeen moved out of its place. Mr.
Willis had carefully folded up a small miniature which he usually
wore attached to a gold chain, and had placed it for safety in his
waistcoat poclet. %n the morning the chain was missing, after

L
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a minute sedrchi it conld nowhere be fonnd, and Mr. Willis-1aRt
for his home without it. Mr. Farrar aseured me that on g subse
g.l;em visit some weeks after he saw this chain descend, as it wer
g . l;heu ueilirlxj ‘of the room in whizh they welw.

ngh no visible agent was 6 Baw it
'a.roo:gd Mr. Wﬂﬁsm presenty P ourchuly

A similar ocemrrence was related to me recently by Mr. C., of
New Orleans, who I8 at present resident in London. Aceom-
panied by his wife and a well-known medium, they were m
a little way out of the city in a quiet lane, when Mrs, C, exclaimed,
“My wedding ring has just been taken from my finger.” Afters
gearch they all saw it trundling along like a bhoop in the road
before them. Mr. C. ran after it, picked it up, and restored it
to bis wife, Afier their arrival at bome, Mrs, C. again missed
her ring, and they were amazed to ses it suspended in the air in
a distant part of a large room out of their reach. It gradually
spproached them, and as Mer. C. held his wife's hand, the ring
;:is wiéhout any visible agency, gently deposited on the back of

m .-

Mrs, XKennison, of Quincey, near Boston, told me that after
the ting spirit with which the Rev, Mr. Willis was treated
by the students of Havard College, led on by Professors Felton
and Eustis (which is a well-known episode in the history of
American Spiritualism}), he had a long and serious illness, during
which time he was carefully pursed by several ladies who
sywmpathised with him, as well as by the spirits ; and, among othar
very curious manifestations, when Mre. Lord, of Bosten, and
another person were sitting in his room in the third story, M.
Willis's %ed was suddenly covered with a quantity of rea.lrzowail‘s
which came through the open window, and they were gathered
up by spirit hands into a bouquet, and presented to him.

Mra. Staats, of New York, related to me an incident which
occurred to her long before she became a medium and knew
anything of Spiritualism. She said she went on a visit fo her
mother, who resides in a distant part of the country, and tock
with her the daguerreotype likeness of her two brothers, who had
but then recentli emigrated to California. On presenting them
to her mother, she was greatly surprised and mortified to find
that both portraits were obliterated, and on the following merm~
ing, on looking again, she was equally pugzled and deli at
seemng them restored.

This remained & mystery to her, until one day after she had
become a writing medivm, she got m through ber own
band from her brothers, who were drowned by the wreck of the
veasel in which they sailed, explaining that their bodies were:
interred on the day she was showing the portraits to her mother;
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aod that thejr -lgirits stood in the way, and shadowed the plates
@0 as to make them mppear blank.

M. Lewis, the wife of a merchant in Boston, who takes an
wctive interest in the spread of Spirituelism, gave me the history
of her first experience. One evening, Mr. Lewis, her sister
Wt » herself, and soms friends, none ot whoén knew anything
of Bpiritualism, were engaged in playing cards, when sudden
Mary startod u;: from the table, w?alge]ﬁgnbout ‘the room in E
excited and very unusual way, and declared she wes Esther—a
sister residing with her husband in California, Scattering the

ls, she assumed the very manner and voice of her sister
Esther, and announced to them that she had just left the body

and had entered the epirit-world.
The whole party were greatly disturbed by this anlooked-for
exhibition, and thought that must have become insane.

They found, however, that she was in what they afterwards
knew to be the trance state, and that the spirit of Eather was
3«&&1%[1:111:0“3}1 her; during which she gave exact particulars
of her ilness and death, wiich were subsequently confirmed
by the receipt of letters from Esther's husband some weeks
aflerwards.

Iam niow about to introduce a atory, to which I ask the reader’s
especial attention, as it is fraught with incidents by far the most
wonderful of the kindl I have over seen or heard of, and although
I am not permitted to publish the narrator’s name, it will be found
3t the sequel that I am able to corroborate the statements made
to e in the most satisfactory manner, and indeed, in a way little
short of my own personal testimony.

1 must, in the first inatance, introduce the English reader to
the name of Dr. John F. Gray. He is a gentleman eﬂoginﬁln
prominent position in society, a acholar, highly respected by the
tomimunity in which he resides, and though he has been an un-

ing and open advocate of Spiritualism for several years, he
-bma, 1 am told, the largest practice of any physician in New York.

‘Weekly conferences are held in New g’ork snd Boston, which
are attended by many of the leading Spiritualists in those cities.
Questions are proposed and dis , and all the best information
}nﬂn- in&lzstotho?preadof Spiritualismisimparted a.ttheaemeetingﬂ.
L attended one of thom, held at Clinton Hall, New York, and Dr.
‘Gray read on that occasion the following highly intgresting and

extraorditary account of manifeatations of a wife to her
mmd, through the medinmship of Miss Kate Fox, being
a continuation of similar experiences witnessed on previous
#venings by a gentleman, who 18 a personal and intimate friend
-of Dr, Gray’a, After some remarks on the precsutions taken to
amure himself against the possibility of (?mption from any
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quarter, Dr, Gray’s friend proceeds thus to describe 8 sfancer—

4The lights being extinguished, footsteps were heard as of

persons walking mn their stocking- accompanied fhe
rostling sound of a silk dress. It was then rapped cm’chy the
alphabet-—¢ My dear, 1 am here in form; do nnt spesk.’ A
ﬁl:bulnr light rose up from the floor behind me, snd as it hecsma
ighter, a face, surmounted by a crown, was Aisﬁncﬂx merg
the medinm and myself. Next, the h::k appeared, aa if cove
with a white veil: this was withdrawn after the figure hid risen
some feet higher, and I nised unmistakeably the full heod
and face of my wife, Eurrounged by a semi-circle of hght about
18 inches in diameter. The recognition was complete, derived
alike from the features and her natural expression. The globe of
light was then raised, and a female hand held before it was
distinetly visible. Each of these manifestations was repoatod
several times, as if to leave no doubt in our minds. Now the
figure, coming lower down and turning its head, displayed
falling over the plobe of light, long fowing katr, which even in.
ita shade of colour, appeared like the natural tresses of my wifty,
and like hers was unusually luxuriant. This whole mass of hair
waa whisked in our faces many times, conveying the same sensa-
tions as tllf it had bgen agﬂuﬁxlh ?m?gcm natural hair, This :flsowas
frequently repeated, and the hair shown to us in a varie WAYE.
The hgh{ and the rustling sound then passed mungy the table
and approached me, and what scemed to the touch & skirt of
muslin was thrown over my head, and a hand was felt ag if
holding it there. A whisper was now hesrd, and the words, * Sing,
sing,’ were audibly pronounced. I hummed an air, and -
‘Do you like that? ¢ Yes, yes,’ was plainl Biom in a
whisper, and in both cases I recognised distinctly the voice of
my wife, to which I had become sensitively famiﬁariseﬂ during
her last illness, when she had become too weak to talk nlow
An arm was passed round my neck, and I asked her to kiss me,
The light immediately approached me, and a form like a faca
toucheg me sensibly twice on the left aide of my mouth, A head
then reclined on mine, the long hair falling over my face and
shoulder, and remained there until the heat became unbearable. A
bright light then appeared, and disclosed a figure with the arm
raised over its heaj.. I asked for an explanation of the naturs
of the drapery, and it was answered by the raps:—¢1It is &
spiritual ent naturelised, I will bring you the key.' Footw
eteps and the rustling indicated a movement towarde the deor,
mui)a the sofa which was against the key was removed, the ke
turned in the lock, and was then placed in my outstretched hmz
& The manner of making the raps was also shown by another
ppirit, thus : —a luminous ball about the size of my hund, with.&

A
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blunt point attached to it, about three inches above the table,
answered our questions by striking against it,” &e., &e.

At another sitting a few days after, the same precautions and
conditions heing observed, the following phenomena were wit-

% The table was lited from the floor, the door violently
shaken, the window-sash raised and shut several times, and in
fact, everything moveable in the room seemed in motion.

¥ Questions were replied to by loud knocks on the door, on
the window, ceiling, table, everywhere; all being the work of
several powerful epirits, who were present, and whose presence
WHS Iecessary, a8 it was afterwards explained, to support or induce
the manifeatations of a more beautiful and interesting character.

® An illominated substance like gauze rose from the floor
bebind s, sccompanied by & heavy rustling sound like a sitk
dress. Tho previously described electrical rattle became very
Joud and vigorous. The figure of a female passed round the
table, and, approaching us, tonched me. The gauzy substance was
shaped as though covering a human head, and seemed as if drawn
dowa tight at tie neck. Upon close examination as it approached
near me a second time it changed its form, and now seemed in
folds over a melon-shaped oblong, concave on one side, and in this
oavity there appeared an intensified brilliant light. By raps 1
was requested to look beyond the light. I looked as directed,
sad saw the appearance ofv a human eye. Again receding with
the ruttle, the light became still brighter, and then re-approaching,
the gauze which had changed in form was grasped by a naturslly-
formed female hand, and unfolding, mveafergato me, with a thrill
of indescribable happiness, the upper half ﬁff the face of my wife,
the eyes, forebead, and expression in perfection. The moment
the emotion of recognition had passed into my mind it was
lakmle?ad by a succession of quick raps. The figure disap-
peared and re-appeared several times, the recognition becomin
each time more nearly perfect, with an expression of calm an
beautiful serenity. I asked her to kiss me if she could, and, to my
great astonichment and delight, an arm was placed around mg
swck; and a real palpable kiss was implanted on my lips, thron,
something like fine muslin. A head was laid upon mine, the
bair falling luxurisntly down my face. The kiss was frequently

seated, and was audible in every part of the room. The
@mﬂleﬂ moved to a point about midway between us and
ghe wall, which was distant about ten feet. The rattling increased
in-vigour, and the light, gradually illuminating that side of the
zoomy brought out in perfeciion an entire female figure facing

i thewall, and holding the light in her outstretched hand, shaking
«ftat intorvals, 8s the light grew dim. My name and her name

.



twenty times during the sitting, and each time was recognidid’ |

me, the perfection of the recognition being in proportion to the *
Il:y:;i!li:,n of the light. Dorin She wholo of thess manifeatations
cards ahrgesime,{;roﬁedbymyaelﬂwmpheed on the.
floor with & pencil, and messages were found to have biel. *
written upon them.” &c., de.

Dr. &.y, in conclusion, said—% These manifestations. couli
not bave been produced by human means, and if you admit the:
gompstency of the witness, of which, from my knowledge of i,
I have no doubt, they are, in my opinion, conclusive evideros
spirit idontity.” Several persons in the assembly rose to -sale
questions of Dr. Gray, respecting this very startling narratives.
and one gentleman said he really could not, though s believer in
Bpirituslism, receive such statementa without great misgivings.of
delusion being mixed up with them. * Now, he ssid, ¥ I put &
to you, Dr. ray—Do you believe that such things can and did
ocour?’ Dr, Gray replied, very calmly, ¢ Yes, my friend; I'beheve
s implicitly, every word of these narratives, as I do in my owxd
existance,”” I then made some remarks, observing ¢ that, wons
derful an the phenomene witnessed by Dr. Gray’s friend must be
admitted to be, I was propared, from my own exgzﬁencagtg
receive them on fair testimony. The only thing to be regratted
was, that manifestations so marvellous should have been witnesasd.
by only one person beside the medium, and that that one should
withhold his name from the world.” &e., &c.

A \
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I bave had occasion to remark, when writing on this subject
before, that no one can have any idea of the number of 8
who have more or less knowledge of spiritual facts, until he shall
bave openly proclaimed his own belief in them, as I have done.
The co: ca of finding sympathy and respect for an extra-
ordinary statement, instead of eneers and derision, brings out
men and women from all ranks of society, among whom are
many we should least expect to be so “weak,” or so ¥ deluded;”
and who have each to tell of some mysterious occurrence, or well-
attested ghosi-story, To the readiness, therefore, with which I
ever received testimony from serious people, I owe the advantage
of having collected many curious facts, which men of more

ical tandencies could never obtain; and it is to the few remarks
I made on Dr, Gray’s paper, that T have now the advantage
of introducing the foregoing narrative to my readers, and more
of the same character whici follows, which 1 do with a8 much
confidence as if I had myself witnessed the wonderful phenomena
therein spoken of. At the close of the meeting, a serious and gentle-
mnnlin%erson, of about five-and-thirty, dressed in deep mouminE,
who had been seated st my side, presented his card, and said he
should be glad to make my acquaintance. I am,” he eaid,
¥ the friend of Dr, Gray, and it is I to whom these manifestations
have occurred.  You appear to understand the subject, and I
shall be glad to satisfy you of the facts. I knew nothing
whatever of Spiritualism eight weeks ago, and had been, vp to
that time, most disconsolate. Dr. Gray is an old friend. He
attended my wife during her illness, and it was at his request
that I called on Miss Fox. The result has been a complete and
moet happy change in the state of my feelings. No one could
be more sceptical than I was. With the exception of my sister
and Miss E., who resides with ue, I do not speak to any one on
the subject, knowing that none of my friends are prepared to
receive such statements, and that I should be, in all probability,
treated by them as I shounld previously have treated others,
that my experiences would be set down to delusion, or aberration
of intellect; and sitnated as I am in business, I am not disposed
to risk, at present, the consequences of publishing my name to
the world.”

All this I could of course appreciate, although, it is cer-
tainly much to ber. d that sucE marvellous and deeply inte-
resting facts should not have the advantage of being at once
openly attested by the witness of them; who, in this instance,
woultf be a most valuable one, as this gentleman is the head of &

‘h'lghly reapectable commercial firm in the city of New York,
who 18 well known to, and 1n correspondence with, the American
benking-houss of Messrs. Peabody and Co., of London. How-
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ever, I am bound to respect his wishes in this p&rﬁenlar,nn&ﬁf
readers must therefore, for the present, be content to know hinf
» | by the initial L., and his wife by the Christien pame of Estelles
I have given to my friends, Mr. and Mra. Howitt, M. and Meg:
Wilkinson, Dr. Ashburner, and others, most ample evidance thig.
this ia not a tale of fiction, and ¥ shall not object to show to uh{
serions inguirer the evidence in my possession. With My, Tu ¥
became better acquainted. He invited me to his residence, where
T saw two very fine portraits of his wife, painted in Europe, and sl
appears to have been a very lovely young woman. Mr, L.alsovesd, .
to me the diary he had kept of the evenings he had épent with
Miss Fox, which contained some curious particulars not mheis
tioned in Dr. Gray's ;l)laper, and I was es]i;ecially interested. with
the numerous cards in his possession, on which were written Jon
notes addressed to him in the most loving and natoral termé o
endearment, and which are fac-similes, as shown me by comparson:
with his wifie’s own hand-writing: some of the cards are writien
upon on both sides, and it must be understood that the weitig
was obtained by the card and pencil being laid upen the fluor
and came direct from the spirit-hand, and not through the medinmg,
or any other human agency. Omne of these cards is in my
pssession, and I have E:d it lithographed for this publication.
have exact copies of eeveral others, and as it wili, ne dowbE,
interest the reader to know the style of composition of these
“Joving-letters,” 1 give the following as a specimen, and. it iy
one of the shortest:—“ My darling—little did I think when 1
was departing that I should have a blessing like this. Hed §
then the knowledge that I have now, the grave would have lost
its gloom. There i3 no separation—no death! and what is %6
heautiful to me is, the fact of angels being the watchers of then
loved on earth, My darling, I look forward with joy to the time
when I shall be permitted to raise the veil which clouds your
vision, and talk with you face to face. The time is near; be’
happy; meet me to-morrow night, and be free from fatigus.
God bless you; love to my father; when can I meet him?—
Yours in heaven.—EsTELLE."”

On the day before I Jeft New York I received the following
letter from L.:— -

% My dear Sir,—I enclose herewith two cards, fac-similes, 8
nearly as I can write them, of those you have seen:
division of words and sentences and the underscoring is precisely
the same as in the original. They were written for ms hy
spirit-hands in the presence of Miss Fox. I have had as mm
a8 six of these cards written upon both sides at one sitting, and: l
moat of my communications have been written in thie way. -

# My first experience wae in February last. 1 have nawge

‘ .
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sat with any medium except Miss Catherine Fox, and up to the
’ time I first saw her I was not only a thorough aceptie, Eut had
taken 1o Interest in the subject. The accounts of the extraor-
dinary manifestations published by Dr. Gray were written by me
st his request, in order to avoid any exaggerations which might
ereep into a verbal narrative, You may rely upon the facts as
being exact in eveg particolar, the same having been witnessed
by Mise Fox; both of us being in a normal condition. Each
manifestation was promised by the spirita, and the time appointed
beforehand in their own handwriting on cards. You are quite at
liberty to state the facts related by me to you, but for reasons
which you understand [ beg you will withhold my name. Wishing
you a pleasant voyage and safe return to your friends,—JI am, &e,
4B, Coleman, isq.“ “L,.

Previous to my leaving New York I made a special visit to
Miss Fox to inquire from her as to the facts and character of
these manifestations. She fully corroborated all Mr L. bad told
me; and maid that, with one exception, these appearances far
transcended anything of the kind she had ever witnessed through
her own or any other mediumship. She appesred as muoch surprised
at the resuits as Mr. L., and was, she gaid, much more nervous
when witnessing them, Whilst at Boston I received another letter
from Mr. L., from which I make the following extracts :—

“ April 30, 1861.—I enclose herewith a imile of another
remarkable card, written for me last night, which I have no
doubt you will be glad to have. I called at the St. Nicholaa a
few munutes after you bad leﬁL and regret that I missed seein

on, a8 I should have liked to have shown you the original. It
80 noar an approach to perfection in its execution—not a word
misplaced, &e. Another card was written at the same time
g:o rting to come from Dr, Hull, s valned friend of mine, and
. r&oer-in—law of Dr. Gray. Thus far every promise has been
literally fulfilled. One only has not been as perfectly accomplished
a8 [ expected, namely, that of conversing in fawiliar tones on the
}m of my wife. If any further remarkable development occurs,
J shall send an account of it to you,” &o.

The card enclosed was neatly written on both sides, and in
the following terms:—* My darling— We have much to contend
with, but we must be patient and abide God's time, which will, 1
know, be soon. When there is anxiety in fyour mindimit is
almost imposeible to come near you, and thorefore 1 pray be not
oo wishfnl or too anxious. I have been with you ¥, sad
the past was vividly recalled when returning home to the room
where I had passed so many happy hours. Even my last

.
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moments were made jous, a peace
power entered my while I waited for the
come. (Fod bless you, darling; bless you when you row '@k
morning, and bless you when you rest at night, Thine alisll"
» happy future, Flowers are blooming in heaven for me, kod'§
am with the pure and holy. lLive a pure Iife.—FEirmeiags
Whlm can I meet my dear fathe:;iﬂl Itﬁve :ﬁ bim,— ;
can imagiue nothing more an the earnest, sffections:
atc tone of these lettars; the anxious desireto be mnembﬁmﬂ.%.
her father, to whom, I was told, she was éspecially attschied ien
peculiar feature of these communications. Befisving thsi e
not relate anything which will intereat the reader more thae!
L.'s experiences, though I have yet in store somethingofiah
different character quite as marvellous, witnessed by myidify
shall continue the narrative, and give the reader the informalho
which bas reached me since my return to England in letweenlk
bave received from Mr. L., and which, as will be seen, itk
an ascount of further moat antmmding manifestations, and +§#
sents some suggestions which will, no doubt, interest the _
student of spiritual philosophy. .
 New York, May 20, 1861
¢ My dear Sir—In compliance with your reqaest to be inforund
of any further experience which I might bave, I beg te say-4loat:
it has continued with such interesting and varied devs "
that it is impossible for me, at this time to enter into axything
like detail. "We have now arrived at that point where cards are
written, with the date prefixed. The first of this kind, hesdet
‘Friday, May 3rd, 1861, was most carefully and correctiy writted,
and the identity of my wife’s handwriting proved conclusivaly by
minute companson. You have seen the cards of an earlier
and hence it is unnecessary for me to speak further of them, ex
to eay that the spirit, style, and handwriting are positive proofs:
to my mind of the identity of the writer, if the other more convine-
ing proofs still, which I have had, were left entirely out of the.
guestion, _

WA Portfi‘;? of one of my 1&:&;&5 as follows :_-:iewe‘; hisve in
preparation for you, ter manifestations, greater developments.
than you have yet ms;:l:enssed; do not forbear to give them to the
world. You must benefit others by your experience.” I was

uestsd, soon after you left, to procure drawing paper and ma
teral for ‘a picture.’ Three sEeets of pa%er, about two foik

uare, and three large crayons were hrought and pleced upon
the table in front of ﬁm Fox and myself, Each sheet was pri-
vately marked by me, the room carefully closed, and all made
secure. The light being turned down, a selection was tnade by
the spirits of one of the sheets of paper; the other two were

./ ‘ —
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ded to me with the signsl that they should be laid aside,
"The orayons were asked for, and handed to the spirits by me. Faor,
jerhaps, balf an hour, we heard them as though being used in
wing. At the end of that time, they were again handed me,
and the paper commenced floating ahout the room, occasionslly
tonehiuql?hur heads, Cards were called for, and written upon as
usuak e two crayons were also again called for, and taken
from my hand, A light was now struck, and upon looking for
the pictare, neither i nor the two large crayons could be found.
Upon reading the cards, they explained as follows :— 'We have
eoncealed the picture and crayons in the atmosphere of tke
medium.”  Notwithstanding the most careful search, I could
not find either paper or pencils,

# Two evenings afterwards I went to Miss Fox, and that there
should be no mistake, I at once sugpgested going into asother room
ppstairs, I then locked the door, carefully examined every nook
and corner, and Miss Fox's pockets as well, and am posits
that neither the paper nor ]mmﬂs were in the room. Upon sitting
down and turning out the light, a pair of scissors was called for,
and placed by me upon the table, In about fifteen winutes a
spirit-form stood by me, tapping me lovingly upon the shoulder,

100 crayons were one by onse on the table from over my
head, and the ratiling of the paper indicated that st alse was in the
spirit’s Rand. The scissors were now taken, and rapped out a
communication by my side upon the table, and commenced cutting
vigorously the thick drawing paper, replying to my questions
when asked, and going on again immediately, cutting as before,
Neoarly balf-an-hour was thus employed, when the fragments were
dropped upon our heads and hands, and at last the picture was
Pko:dvinmyhm' light, we discerned keteh of

. ting & light, we discerned a very pretty sketch of a
!pmt,ﬁ m a.ndg rose in the hair, rec{aelz similar to the
:m-mm as described to you of my wite, This was about five
i pquaré, The remainder of the paper was cut into

ne shapes and forma very ingenic done, many small
8, &o., &c., which 1 bave retained to show to any of my
friends. I havesince had a beautiful large picture done in colours,
representing the removal of my wife’s apirit from the earth,
mpgormd by sngels, with others above strewing flowers in their
path. Ishall mbal:ly write you again, but please not to mention
my name, a8 I am not yet ready for publicity.

YVery truly yo
B. Coleman, Esq., London. Iy yours L™
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« Now York, Juun 2th, 488

My dear Sir,—1 beg to acknowled of your cite .
favour 3¢ 4tk insiant, and ehall at all times P happy W ik
m ¥ou. : -

LY

“ The very short time, during which my investigstiona'd,
spiritual phenomena have been made do not, W !
to speak authoritatively, yet the developments very $o Tl
wonderful, that I should feel recreant to wmy seose uf duty Wb
I to hide them under a bushel. . .
“You are, no doubt, correct in saying that anenymdgs
statements carry less weight than when attested by & renpectal
signature. In my case, however, the credibility of the witnessaug
be proved, first by your own testimoudy! a8 well as again by:thek
of Dr. Gray, to whom I am well and intimately known. Amg
here permit ma to esay, that I regard Dr. Gray's apinionsy.on:
spiritual science as entitled to, perhaps greater weight than thagk
of almost any prominent Spirtualist in this country. He hagg
eminently comprehensive and practical mind, with analy oy
power, and is not likely to be unduly influenced by imaginatisi
minds. He is strongly opposed to what he considers the $uy
great prevailing eong ence in spiritual identities, Dr. il
understands the practical nature of my investigation.
have receded step by step, from a state of thorough scepts
and therefore he attaches importance to facts so tmportant,
he knows are free from exaggeration. My earnest desire wigks
above all, not to be deceived myself, and now that my faith. g
impregnable, I wish to keep it pure by & strict adherence to posctivg’R
truth, From the first I bave kept a record, including the statgy
of the atmosphere, direction of the wind, &c. My ex Jen o
and observations prove that the electric conditions, both of thx!
atmosphere and of the persons receiving manifestations, are, ¥
osgible, more important and subtle than mental conditions.
nd that a perfect manifestation can only be received under 479
combination of favourable conditions—mental ﬁhyﬁmL and’
atmospheric. A north wind and clear sky are both esitable, bug I
the greatest clectric phenomena (of lighte) witnessed by ine wass
during & snow storm, when the atmosphere bad become highly- |
electrical by the action of the falling particles of moisture kuddenly
congealed by an cxtraordinary change of temperature to intenss} )
t ecold. Qur atmosphere, you are aware, is ordinaril , whila:
yours is surcharged with moisture; and I am satisfied it would, "
for that reason be difficult, if not impossible, to obtain as perfect
roanifestationis in London as in New York. As Miss Fox !ayn,l.:"
she has never received such powerful ones with any other person:
it would, perhaps, be proper for me to state that my condition has
always been highly electrical. The combing of my bair elicits I

VAl .
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electrical sparks in profusion in dry wesather,® and 1 find no
difficulty in ligll;wting gas, by applying the end of my finger to the
burner, after having excited the electricity in my system by
friction of my feet upon the carpet. This, {IOWBVGI', i a not an
uncommon occurrence here, although I have repeatedly tried it
in England without success. I give you these facts, becanse I
think it important to look at all ﬁle means, by which spirits are
probally enabled to produce their wonderful phenomena without
transcending the laws of nature.

“ You ask if I believe all the manifestations are from one spirit.
Most certainly not—for it has been repeatedly explained, and I
think proved, that the spirit made itself visible to me throngh
the powerful sid of other spirits. The siartling noises, 1 believe,
were made by others for the purpose of exciting the nervous
gystem, and throwing off from the body of the medium and
myself the electric fluid, which is then seized upon and made
available by the will of the active spirit, This is my theory
gathered entirely from observation. '

“On the occasiou of the first appearance, I was told that the
sgirit of Benjamin Franklin had aided in producing the electrical
phenomena by means of which the spirit was made visible. From
that time he has invariably announced himself, His identity it
bas been impossible for me to prove, except upon his own
affirmation confirmed by that of my wife. But Aer identity has
been established beyond the shadow of a doubt. First, by her
appearance ; second, by her handwriting, and third, by her mental
individuality, to say nothing of tho numerous other tests, which
are conclusive in ordinary cases, but upon none of which have I
relied, except as corroborative evidence.

% The weather has of late been so warm and unfavourable
that no farther efforts have been made at crayon drawings, beyomi

rfecting the one which I named to you. It is a representation
of the departure from earth of the spirit of my wife, borne upon
the shoulsers of four angels, while others above are scattering
garlauds of flowers, T send you enclosed memorandum of an

* A gimilar statement is made by the Rev. C. H. Townshend, in his Fuels in
Memmeriem ; the passage nppears to us 8o interesting and suggestive in this con-
noxion that we hera transoribe it. [ Ad.]

He sayn :—** L am of an electrie temperament, 20 much so, that long uq:, when
a chi fused to amage and even alarm my young companivns by combing iay
hair before them in the dark and exhibiting to them the elestrin coruscations,
Of conrea, slso, this phenomenon takes placs mnost remarkably in & dry, and,
therofore, non-conducting atmosphere. Now between thia eleetrical endownent
and whatever mesmeric properties I may possess, thers in a perfoot relationship
aud parallelism. Whatever state of the atmosphere tends to carry off eleotricity
from tho body hindera in sa far my capacity of mosmerising ; and whatever atate of
the atmosphere tends to secomulsts and insulats electricity in the bady, otoa
greatly the powor and facility with which 1 influence others inesmerically_ "

C
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evening, when drawing paper, crayons, &c. dmwd ad
re-appgtired in face of ag mli')slt) serutinising eparch. s faols are
beyond any guestivn ; and the explanation given by the spirits, is
a8 follows :—¢ The paper, &c. waa concenled in the atmosphera
of the medium, dissolved in the air, and spiritualised bmm :
our presence.’ The a{)pearanc;e of my wife has takem p

several times since you left, and I am now promised the ap

ance of another person; an account of which, should it take !
place as promized, I will scnd you. But it is not likely to occur
until the fall, as zluring the very hot weather, Mizs Fox will be
abeent from the city, as well as myself, and the manifestationg
are not as successful in such a temperature. She and her mother,
after considerable deliberation, concluded not to undertake the
journey to England, and have given it up, at all eventa for the
present. I have had many wonderful experiences since seeing
you, but nothing particularly new. It is not uncommon now for
the spirit of my wife to come in form, and spell out messapes
upon my shoulder, with repeated kisses and tokena of love sg
Eaﬂpable that 1 could not if I would avoid realising her presence,

e writing continues and has become as perfect as her hspd~ |
writing in hfe. Tenclose a card, as requested by you. Idomet
wish to part with it, and shall, therefore, feel obliged if you will
return it after keeping it as long as you wish, It may be difficult
for me to send you a spocimen of her handwriting, as most of her
notes and letters contain private matter, which 1 would not wish
to bave made public. I will, however, before closing this sesrch
for something, which can be sent withont vioclating (what L
consider sa.cre&) her private thoufhta and feslings, E send this
card because it is & test. I had been that day at Greenwood
Cemetery with my sister and Miss E——, and while looking at
some flowers planted upon mr wife’s grave my attention was
called by Miss E—— to some little birds which Hew across {afber -
stopping an instant) to an adjoining copse of trees. I thought ‘
no more of the birds until they were mentioned aa you will notica
in the card. I have also lately received several cards written in
French, My wife was an excellent French scholar and both
wrote and spoke the langunage, while Miss Fox does neither. !
Should I have further drawings in the Autumn, I shall be very

lad to send you & specimen ; but you are of course aware that
they are not done with the same care and facility as those of
Mrs. French, which seem almost like photography.”

% June 25¢h,—1 had written thua far, not supposing 1 should
have any new manifestations of interest during the warm weather,
but last night the wind having suddenly changed to the north~
west with an nnusually clear, cool and pure air, I went to ace
Miss Fox, and received the most wonderful manifestation it has

| !
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ever been my lot to witness, My wife appeared to us in such
glittering transcendent beauty and pexfection, as no human mind
can conceive of ; and I have heen completely overpowered and
overwhelmed at tho recollection of that glimpse of heaven. Do
not, I beg of you, think me a demented enthusiast—for such I
am not. Miss Fox is in raptures at what she conceives to have
been the most stupendous and wonderful of snything she has
ever droamed or thought of.

%7 was requested to write a series of questions upon s card,
numbering ::gh. This I did, keeping them entlrag: private,

No living person but myself knew whai these questions were, .

and I did not take them from my pocket until the lLight was
tumed out. Yet the blank card was retwned with every

uestion answered perfectly, with numbers cerresponding.
%enjamin Fraoklin purports to have answered them; and on
another card gave me a brief account of his life and purposes,
written in hia peculiar style, terse and expressive.

% 1 shall from time to time write you of any further develop-
ments, I expect them. 1 feel great confidence that I shall not
be disappointed, as my spiritual promises bave all been kept. 1
will make enquiries respecting spiritual telag;aphy soon. 1 have
received but three back numbers of the Magazine. You will
excnse the hasty imperfect style of my communications, as they
are necessarily written without care, from my want of time,

4 With kind regards, I am sincerely yours, L
”

The card enclosed in this letter is three inches long, and two
inches wide, containing, on one side only, the following Interesting
1meesage, wiitten in a very neat small hand, and exactly liks the
matpral imnt‘lwriting of which a specimen for comparison was also
pentt by Mr. 1.:—

% Heaven bless you, my dear Charley. In all your earthly
walka I glide by your side. Dear Charley, did you not notice as
wim were standing over the grave that now holds the remains of
gue you knew eo well, that even the little birds seemed conscious
-of tha event? They seemed to fly sonoiselessly, winging their way
fo less sacred groves. Oh!lhow I tried to awakeu you then from
your musmgs and transport you from the past to the present,

! dear ey, it gives me eo much happiness to talk with
gu,-to. write to you, to manifest to you in every way. You are

: Do dream, dear Cﬁarley. Let no dream of unbelief enter your
® Apguish may drown the swelling hymm, may check the
wotee of love, but faith shall burn more irigyhﬂ);.

4 But now, dear Charley, I must go. The harps of heaven
Jpave already eounded. The invisible choirs have commenced the

N
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song ¢ Hallelujah' to our Father and our Ki::\ﬁl Thero is rejoic
in our angelic hoste, rejoicing in the happ ir, for a new .
has joined our glittering files. Good nig t~EaTELLE."

% June 13th, 1861.—The object of this meetinﬁ was to finish %
picturs, previously commenced upon a sheet of drawing papesy.
about two feet square. This was unrolled and spread upon the-
table, placing a book upon one corner, and a box, eontaining
twenty-four coloured crayons npon the other. The door of th
room had heen locked, and the key placed in né‘y;opoeket, and
both of the medium's hands were held (;;1, mine, s ‘;1, the m
of crayona was rabbed against my hands, various lond raps, &
were I{lade upon the tablge, duringywhich the paper was noiaaudy'r
taken from 1ts position. Cards were eallatf t‘Er and a writtid
explanation returned as follows :—* My darling, I have takes the.
icture to perfect it—you ehall have it to-morrow, finished.%
%pon turning wp the gas, the paper and box of crayons had beih,
disappeared. I made a most careful examination of the rgom,
no police detective could have dene it more thoronghly; snd i
am as positive as I can be of anything that neither of £het:
articles were in the room. The medium did not leave the tables-
both her hands were held by me, and there was no person but
ourselves in the house.” -
 Friday, June 14th, 1861.—On this occasion, I determined ti
make thorough work of my examination of the room, &e. AfRer
locking the dgoors and taking the key, I locked the drawers of tha-
bureau, and examined every corner and crevice, as well aa the
mediom’s pocket, and having satisfied myself that neither tha
icture nor the crayons were in the room, I tied the medimn’s
Eands, took them in mine, and put out the light. At the end of
half an hour, the rustling of spirit-robes was heard. 1 turmed
my head in the direction of the sound, when a hand was placed
upon each side of my head, turning it back to its former positiom,
e rostling indicated an approach to the table, at my left {thé
mediuvm being on my right), and gentle raps, as though made b
the knuckle, were made, the box of crayons was uhaien, and
contents turned upon the table. The paper was now heard sa
though in a roll: it was uorolled, and placed against my fave.
Holding the medium with one hand, with the other I took the.
paper and laid it upon the table, while raps upon my shoulder
apelled out aa follows:—* Be careful with the picture—I ma&gﬂn
to have it copied.’ The spiril was now distinetly heard to walk 4
the other side of the table, to open and shut the drawer after
apparently making an examination of its contents, and repeating
the operation. For nearly an hour, the spirit was in form b
gide, daring which I was kissed audibly, probably twenty timud,

s\ J
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During this time, at intervals, startling manifestations were tnkiﬁ
gla.ce. The heavy sofa was lifted up and down ; the marble-topp
ureau was pounded violently upon by a dagnerreotype case, by
chancs lying there, and a bunch of keys waa shaken about our ear.
An effort was made to speak, which waa so fay successful as to call
me by name, audibly, several times; but the medium, at this,
became 50 nervous that it could not be continued. A card was
written upon, in explanation of the former one, as follows:—
¢ The new seraph, darling, was one not known to you—Daily and
hourly we are called upon to minister to the sick and dying—It
is our duty—EsTeLLE.)” Upon getting a light, the picture was
found completed, and the identical one which had disappeared.
I had put & private mark upon each, and from the extraordinary
examinations and care which I took, I am positive that the disap~
pearance and re-appearance have been entirely without human
cy.
% Monday, June 24th, 1861.—Locked the doors, placed the key
in my pocket and inade everything secare. Sat in quiet, and was
told not to ask questions. Then by raps—* There will be no failure
to-night—I[ will come to you first—ESTELLE,” Soon, a bright light
followed a rustling sound, and appeared near our shoulders, between
ns. The medinm became nervous, when I requested it to come to
my left. This was immediately replied to, by three raps upon my
leg shoulder, and a corresponding movement of the light to that
side. Hands were placed upon either ghoulder, turning me a little
to the right, then upon my head, pushing it down till my forehead
wag near the table. Three taps vpon my head indicated that the
position was satisfactory, and 1 remained passive. The intention
was, evidently, to prevent my too earnest gaze. Vigorous rustling
was heard, and the light, now very vivid, rose to a height of about
thres feet above the table (at the side). It was so bright as to
ilaminate surrounding objecte, and ra it approached, there seemed
a heavy dark substauce before it. Reaching a point, about two
feet from my eyes, the dark shadow was lowered, revealitlzf beanty,
such a8 God only, in bis infinite goodness and power, could permit
those in the flesh to behold. A glimpse of heaven it was, and of
an ], as bright as ever stoodgbefare his throne :—the spirit of
my wife, a white rose in her hair over the left temple, and her
loving eyes smiling inexpressible blessings. She appeared in this
manner six or scven times. The perfection of the appearance was
Buch that every feature, lineament and expression was as complete
as a full blaze of light upon a face could makeit. A roll or veil
surrounded her head, leaving a clear space of about a foot ar
eighteen mches between it and the hair, and this veil glittered like
siFver gauze. The whole scene was tranmdent%y beautiful,
beyoud the power of description. Abeut fifteer minutes after-
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wards, the light appeared in a coruer, illumirating the centra of-
the room, and a female fignre in full proportions steod before vay.
back towards us, with a veil depending from the head to the feety
of silver ganze, which glitteresre and shone almost like diamonde:
when the %iaght struck upon it. I asked if she would raire heyaems '
above her head, and my request was immedistely complied with,
No pen can describe the exquisite beauty of what was reveald,
this night to us. If heaven is half as bright or besutiful, dexth
should have no terrors, 'T'his appearance was very mush move.
vivid than any Previous manifestation, and each one secems oy

nearly perfoct.”

r
I
Mrs. Kennison, of whom I have spoken, is hersclf an  ixpress ’
sionable '’ medium, by which is understood that she is impressed - |
by spirits, and forced, in her natural state, to act upon her
impressions. One spirit in particular, she informed me, used 4y
come frequently and impel her to carry out his anxions d'esimfor |
the welfare of his former clients. This wae the spririt of Bobert
Rantonl, of Washington, a well-known lawyer. . ‘
messages for him as directed to many persons whom she did net.
know, and they invariably understoog them ; for instance, e !
paid, “ A short time sinee I was told by Rantoul to go to I
Mr. Bassett, a merchant in Boston, and warn him, that if he did

not give immediate attention to a particular debt due to him of I
5,000 dotlars he would lose it. As I did not know Mr, Baasett,

and it was not convenient for me to go to Boston, 1 did net at

first attend to the request. But Rantoul came again, and again,
until at length 1 was obliged to comply with his wishes. I made
inquiries for, and found Mr, Bassett. I explained to him, s

well as I could, the nature of my crrand. He scemed st once to
understand it, and said his attention had been called to the trans+
action that very morning, and that he had taken the necessavy
steps for his protection. I then said, Rantou) also told me to say

to you, ¢ For God’s sake to give up the law-suit,” And this, too,

Mr. Bassett said lie perfecily understood.”

Bome days after my interview with Mrs., Kennison I met |
when travelling a Captain Jonathan Hallett, of Quincy. One
conversation turning to the subject of Spiritualism, I found he »
was a believer, and strangely enough he incidcntalfy mentioned |
Mrs. Kennigon, and confirmed the statement she had made to me !
of the special character of her mediumship. Captain Hallett
spid, 1 had been for s little time looking into the subject, '
baving wp to this pericd no belief in a fature life, and I had
attended a meeting of Spiritualiste; on coming away a lady;
who was an entive stranger to me, addressed me, and said, ¢ I d !
not know who you are, sir, but during the evening I was !

R\
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tmpressed to give you this message from the epirit of your
mother 5’ and the lady, who proved to be a Mrs. Knison, ga.ve
me this paper, which T preserve, as from this incident 1 date m
complete conversion from infidelity,” The paper, which he too
from his pocket-book, and which I read, congratulaies him on the
light which is dawning, and exhorts him to follow i,  in the
blessed hope of a brighter future for my dear son,” &c. Captain
Hallett then went on to say, that as he pursued his inquiries his
faith became stren%:hene& rom many sources. He found that
two very remarkable mediums lived immediate neighboura to
him. One was the danghter of his friend Mr. Sonthworth, u girl
of 15, named Sarah. The other was a professional man, who
had not announced his name to the public, and therefore he did
not wish to mention it; bnt, he said, it is a common ccemrrence
for him to be carried about by the apirits, and he had assured him
that he prescribes for his ﬁatienta with great smecess entirely by
spirit dictation. Captain Hallett then gave me a very curious and
interesting history of the manifestations he had received through
Barah Sounthworth. ¢ Sixteen years ago,” he said, # I lost
brother Charles, to whom I was much a.ttache&, by the
wreck of Lis ship. I went to claim his body, and I expressed
sloud my sarprise to find it looking so fresh and life-like. One
of the first messages written to me through Sarab’s hand
rported to be from this brother, of whom I am certain she
had never heard. Captain Hallett gave me the message to
read and copy. It roms thus—* Dear Johnnie—I have at last
the satisfaction of controlling this medium by the kindness
of one of her epirit guardians, and now that the way is open
before me, I have so many things to say, that I scarcely know
where to begin, 1am glad, dear brother, that you have opened the
doors of your heart, and invited the spirits to enter. Many spirits,
I find, are unhappy, because their friends do not receive them.
J think if the unbelicving ones only knew this, they wounld
reflect & moment ere they let them suffer thue,” &e., &e. The
letter then goes on to speak of various subjects, and an allusion
is made to the circumstance of his going to claim the bedy
repeating the exact words he, Cuptain Hallett, said he had nee
on that occasion, and adding, * 1 then stood by your side, Johnnie,
aud was swrprised that you did not recognise me.” The message
is written quite sailor-fashion, full of seafaring phrases, snd
1 completely satisfied Captain Hallett of the identity of his
brother's spirit,

After the lapse of somo months, Captain Hallett got another
written measage through Sarah Southworth, which I think is
worth transcribing in full, and it is /s followa:—

% Dear Brother Jolhonie—1 have, at last, got the control of
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this mediom again, thongh she is much used np; bat I
I can ;%erher in%o a safe E;:lt:zur after 1 gatpt’hmngb,
althongh I ain’t much used to this kind of rigging. I1haw
many friends that I would like to speak to, but they are so much
wrapped up in the mista of ortbodoxy, that I can scarcely see
them. Tf 1 conld get a chance 1 should talk plain, for the
doctrines thoy believe can no more nourish the soul, than pavinﬁ
stones can the human body. Oh, the inconsistency of mankind
They shut themselves up in their houses, bolt the doors, and bar
the windows, and then call upon God to reveal himself. There
is a mighty change sweeping through the carth, Johnnie. It
speaks in thunder tones, and startles the pricst at his sltar—the
king on his throne. The blade is mow drawn, and the bammer
unrolled, for the stroggle between the old and the new; and
though the sea may roll mountains, it cannot prevail against this
mighty spirit, Humanity has wrangled over musty creeds tox
long; but when the light of the present and past are combined,
a ﬁorioua day will dawn wupon tﬂe world. g?ﬂm has beem an
animal long enough—be men and women now. An have
come to earth for a purpose—Ilet it not be thwarted. Communt-
cations now come, and the world heeds them; and in time, they
shall give place to a grand, noble, inspiring religion, where Giod
shall bo worshipped m spirit and ip truth, These rappiogs
broke the shell of selfishnaess, and man is free; and when he is
once free, and has plumed his winga and soared away on the
brecze of liberty, he cannot return, and, hugging his wings clese
to his side, entor the old shell again. He may put his head s,
Lt his heart wiil be outside. %t is by the power of will that
man communes with man. Spirits send out their thoughts upon
this magnetic ether, and very few are insulated from this power.
Inspiration comes not in words, but in ideas, and flows in mighty
currents through the human mind. Many upon earth, in coming
time, wiil recognise the good seed that has been sown, and takess
root, which will yield an abundant harvest. Hell fire and
damnation have dono their work: so long as the humsan beart
remained cold as an iceberg, such a fire conld be tolerated; bat
now it is being warmed with the fire of love, and so the fire of
brimstone i3 failing, and those Divine teachers who for eighteen
Lundred years have been endeavouring to teach the Good Father
the error of His ways—that it is His duty to dama nine-tenths
of Hia children, and divide heaven among the few that be saved:
—will, no doubt, take a rea voyage for the benefit of their Lealth,
and to enlighten the heathen a little further away from home.
heard a minister say the other day that he thought God
ought to send A rain of fire and brimstone on the earth, i
was a0 wicked. Dut I dare say he would like to be pershed
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op somewhere out of harm's way. I knew at once what
sort of man he was, by his ideas of our Heavenly Father.
But why is it that the world is not better, when CEristia.nit
has been the m]ing%l power for eighteen hundred years?

the world is so wicked, it is certainly time that God sent hia
spirit-meesengers to redeem it. I have been wanting to write to
you sometime, Johnnie. I don’t make much head-way though
~—Maum’s the word. Sister Lucy's playmate Sarah is here, and
will write to her soon. I will steer this craft into port now, so
gond-bye, Johnnie—from your spirit brother—CHARLEY.”

% Mum’s the word” 18 an allusion to the Doctor, through
whose mediumship it appears the spirit ocessionally manifested
to bis brother,

The readers of the Spiritual Magazine were made aware some
few months age of an entirely new and very remarkable develo
ment of spirit-power through the mediumship of Mrs. ¥rench,
which was then exciting great attention in New York, It was
stated on the anthority of Dr. Gray, Dr. Hallock, and several
other well-known and intelligent Spiritualists that elaborate
pencil drawings had been done in their presence by the spirits in
the inconceivably short space of a few seconds. Eefore leaving
for America my friends requested especially that I should try to
see and report upon this new phenomenon; I accordingly took
the earliest opportunity after my arrival in New York of making
the acquaintauco of Mys. French; she resides together with her
daughter at the house of Mr. J. éulhertson, No. 8, 4th Avenue,
whe is a serious, respectable, and very intelligent man—one upon
whose word without enquiry I should be disposed at once to rely.
Mr. Culbertson took some trouble to explain to me Mrs, French's
history, and mdre particularly the incidents attendant on this new
dﬁ"ﬂlﬁpﬂlﬁﬂt OF INSTANTANEOUS SPIRIT-DRAWING PRODUCED
WITHOUT THE AID OF HUMAN AGENCY. Mra, ¥rench it appears
has from her childhood had peculiar gifts, and several extraordi-
maxry stories are told of her power of second sight at a very earl
#gze, and since the first advent of the “ Modern Spiritual Mani-
festations” she has been prominent as a trance-speaking medium
and medical clairvoyant, and she now practises as a * physician,”
which title with her name is inseribed on her door-plate. The
new development is entirely apart from her professional avoca-
sious, and 18 only exhibited occasionally, being without her con-
#rol, inssmuch as the spirits entrance her first, and then make
tlieir own arrangements for a séance. 'The circumstances imme-
diately precediuﬁ- and attendant on this new and most extraordi-

of Mrs. French's mediumship were thus described to

-:::y by Mr. Culbertson,

On the 15th of February, 1860, Mrs, French left her house
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at two p.m., snd retarned at five. Tthad been mmowing furiously
sll the day, and the side walks and streets were almost impassable
from the melted snow and deep mud. She said she had 48
visit Mrs. Melins, alady friend of hers residingat Broeklyn, which,
.aa my readers no doubt know, is a town lying on the opposite bank
of the river to New York., Whilst there she said she had been
entranced, and the spirits had made to Mrs. Melins some indefinite
E:edjction of coming events, which they said, if reatmed, would

the greatest poasible proof! of spirit-power, Mzs. Fren 3&3
of other communications which had transpired at Mrs. Melins',
and added that she did not leave her house until 35 minotes past
four, that she had no recollection how she got to Brooklyn mor
back again, nor of anything on the way until she found harself
in the street cars opposite her own door. Mr. Culbertson and
her family listened to her statement in doubt and astoni
and councluded that there must be some delusion, that she
concealed herself in a trance, aud had never left the honse, #ince
there was no appearance whatever in her drees to indicate that
she had been in the streeta.  She had on thin shoes, they were not
on the least soiled, and her stocl:ings were not even damp, and the
time occupied in coming from Brooklyn, according to her state-
ment, was al least halt” an hour less than the journey could be
done in under ordinary circumstances,

Whilst they were cross—questioning her she became entranced,
and a spirit apeakinf through her said—% You need not donbt
her, all she has said is trne; Mrs, Meling will confirm it. Mra,
French did rot ride from the ferry at Brooklyn to Mrs. Melins’
house, nor back again to the boat, nor did she ride on this side to
or from the cars, and she did come home in the time she has
stated.” Mr. Culbertson and Mre. French’s daughters were very
much puzzled and surprised at thisstatement, and asked—% How
is it if she did not ride that her shoes and feet are not wet, and
her dress unsoiled ? Bhe could not possibly step even across the
gide walk without wetting her feet in the present slushy state of
the streets.” The spirit answered—* She was in our hande—ens-
tained by our influence j she could not, as you say, have walked,
and did not, she was carried along with a rapid gliding motion
seemingly walking, but not actually so, and never stepping into
the' mud.” Mr. Culbertson was disinclined to receive this ex.

lanation, but locking at all the facts it was inevitably so, sinee
1t was quite impossible that she could have passed to Brooklya
and back under ordinary circumstances. He then asked if they
bad carried her across the river, they said “No, the electrical
emanations of the earth and water differ, besides there was no
necessity for incurring unnecessary risks nor for attracting atten-
tion which we especially wished to aveid, very few persons saw
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her, gavery few wore out in such a day in the streets at Brooklyn.”
In the evening of the same day Mrs. French went out to me &
professional visit, and though she had gone fully prepared with
thick hoots, she returned home with wet feet, s.ng 513.2 ap
ance of having had to tramp ag other people through the thick
mnd of the strests.

On the following day she went out again in a mysterious way ;
was absent four hours, and could give no aceount of herself, but a{le
broaght home with her some drawing paper, pencils, and rubber,
though no one knew with what object. In the evening she sent
for ﬁ . Melins to come to her immediately, and though all thia
wan very strange, her daughters humounred her, waiting to see
what would come of it. Mrs, Melins’ arrival she El]ly cor-
roborated Mrs, French's statements of her visit on the previous
day—and they all, including several friends, accompanied her to
the drawing-room, where, selecting a small table, she placed it in
the centre of the room, and invited them to be seated. She then
conmmenced, in a state of trance, to manipulate the drawing paper
in a very elaborate way, using wine and acids as a preparation,
and in thsrty minutes the first of a series of spirit pencil Erawinga
wis produced, and thus the mysterious promise made to Mrs.
Molins was realised. Several other drawings were done at the
time in like manner, the subjects being suggested by one or other
of the party, and the whole proceeding, though witnessed only by
thoee accustomed to spiritual manifestations created the greatest
interest and excitement.

Up to the poriod of my visit many séances had been held at
intervala. The sittinga were not of a public character, nor did
Mrs. Prench make the exbibition a mone ucstion, all who
came were invited ; and thus, even the most ee&lé of all ohjectors
have no foot-liold in this case,—I mean that class of persona who
if asked to compensate professional mediums for loss of time,
make sure at once that imposition lics at the bottorn though
thair sagacity fails to discover it.  Among these visitors, the one
'most constant in his attendance, as I found by Lis name bein
attached to the list of those who certified to the conditions, an
time of producing the drawings, was Mr. J. Gurney, who is an
artiat of colebrity, and the leading photograpber of New York;
#nd as this gentleman attended the two sittings I had with Mrs,
French, .a.ndg:vas in quiet conversation with her on the enly other
two easual visits I made to the houvse, I interred, but have no
nthar reason for saying so, that be mado a practice of consulting
the invisibles, and whilst others were smiling at his “ ailly
credulity,” he was very possibly getting useful, and practical
dspats, and aceumulating o fund of knowledge, which has already
placed him, though but a young man, at the head of lis pro-
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fession, My stay m New York being limited, I beﬁrgled Mr.
Culbertson to arrange a sitting for me either on ¥riday or
Saturday. Mrs. French, being consulted, said she waa emga.iad

rofessionally on Friday, and she had promised to take her
Family to the theatre on Saturday evening, it must, therefore, be
one evening in the following week, and as she entirely deferred
to the dictate of the spirits, she would be told by them, and
would then send to inform me of the day. I continued my con-~
versation with Mr. Culbertson, who was showing me a number
of the earliest drawings, and explaining the circumstance under
which they were obtained, when Mrs. French, entranced, again
entered the room, and advaneing to me, said, ¥y name is J emmy
—1I have not the pleasure, sir, of knowing you, {ut you are very
well known in the spirit-worlci; and hearing you express a desire
to see our drawings, I am sent to say we shall be glad to see you
at eight o’clock on Saturday evening. We cannot Emmise much,
but we will do the best we can—good day, sir;” and with a
formal bow she retired. Mr. Culbertson said the engagement
was binding on her, and would supersede the intended visit to
the theatre, and as the result enables me to record one of the
most wonderful facts developed in Spiritualism, and witnessed by
myself, my readers will no doubt think the change of purpose
an advantage.

Ou the evening fixed I went, accompanied by Judge
Edmonds, who had not seen this new phase of spirit-power, and our
party numbered about twelve, including a lady, who was the
mother of the spirit Jemmy, and he, I found, was the principal
artist in the production of these spirit-drawings, As scon as we
were a&sembl%d, Mrs, French became entranced, and with great
formality invited each to take a particular seat, reserving the post
of honour next to herself for me, where I could best see the exnct
mode in which the whole séance was conducted. A very small
drawing-room table was Fla.aed in the centre of the circle, and
not within three feet of any of us. A shawl was then tied
round the lower part of the legs of the table to form a dark
chamber. Under this was placed a thin board to make a firm
surface, on which to spread the drawing paper, two saucers
of water-colours and brushes, a bundle of coloured crayons,
some drawing pencils, and & glass of water. A number of fresh
sheets of drawing paper were then handed to the medium, which
she gave us to examine, and then she cut them into exact squares.
Rolling them up in the aimpe of a tnbe, she commenced breathin,
through them, exercising an effort which lasted five minutes,
which appeared to exhaust her, this singular process she ex-
plained was to give the necessary moisture to the surface of the
paper, and superseded the use of wine and acids as at first naed
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Yy her for dal;.l'll]pinq' it. She then handed the roll to me request-
ing that I would place it under the covered part of the table,
whilst she at the same time went on her knees, and placed her
bands under the cover, spread the sheets out da.t, and returned
to her seat by my side. All these arrangements being made
with the gas burning, he then requested the light to be lowered,
which was done, though it was still light enough for ns to see
euch other, and even the hands of our watches. Thus seated in

' quiet, after a brief interval the medium cried ¥ time;”
when presently we heard a rapid scraping and scrubbing on the
card board, as if many hands were at work with the quickness
of lﬁmer, and “time” being again called, the pencils
were to drop suddenly and simultaneously from the bands
a8 it were of the Invisible artists.

‘The same process and arrangements being repeated, four
olshorate and beantifully executed pictures of birds and flowers
worg produced in succession, the first being :dpencil drawing, and
the o in colours; and the time occupied was, respectively,
meleven, twelve, and fifteen seconds. 1 am aware how
: it is to reslise such a statement, that finished drawin
should be executed in such a way and in such an inconceivably
skori space of time; but all that I can say, is—that I have faith-
fally recorded the facts. There was, I can assure the reader, an
sbsenoe of everything like conjuring arrangements. Mrs. French
ntver left onr sight. 1saw the white surface of the cardboard
smawmisdiately before the operations commenced, and the most

_ and convincing fact, to those present, of the work
aving been done on the instant, was that the coloured drawings
o r0at when faken up, and that they fook some minufes o dr,
HfWr they were in our hands, and at the close of the sitting |
st Mra. French’s request, the shaw! which was tied round
of the table. No one present suspected imposture, and
d, under the circumstances, it would pha.ve been foolish and
to do s0. The scene and results are not imaginary, as
-wise people might suggest, for I have the four drawings in
possession, endorsed with the names of several gentlemen
‘were present, including Judge Edmonds and Mr. J. Gurney,
artist,  When the fourth drawing was completed, the medium,
gaging me, and still speaking in the trance state, said—* That
we purpose doing this evening. I am sorry, sir, we could
manage to put a Bible chapter intoc one of them, as you
od ; we meant to place it in the centre of the wreath; we
Bowever do it for you another day.”
py_ I ther asked—How many spirits were engaged in the work
g evening ? .
§,~There were cleven of us to-night; we go on adding
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ane or two to our nambers whenever we can find suitable ones
to aid ue.

@.—You appear to have Jess coremony in preparing for the
drawings now than you had at firat?

A.—Yon, that is becanse we did not know at firat what we
could do or what conditions were absolutely required, so we had to
go on trying our own powers as well as the force of the medium.

@—Don’t you think you could preduce these drawi
without the aid of any of our materials, except the cardboard

A.—No, sir; we don't expect to do that, we never heard of
such o thing as that being done.

@.-—Yes; there is s medivme in France, who receives eor-
munications in writing in varions colours, without any or
ink being at hand, You will, perhaps, consult your friends and
tell them this, and see whether, as youcﬂgﬂa on, you cannot produce
the drawings without paints or pemeils, which might be called
spiritual photography,

A~Well, sir, I will tell them what you say, but I Jow't
think we shall ever do that. Good night !

I was preparing to take my departure from New Ymﬁ-md.
had given up all expectation of seeing anything more of thix
remarkable phase of spiritual manifestations, wEen I vecelved,
two days before leaving, the following note—

% Dear sir,—Qur spirit friends have appointed a drawing
circle for this evening. Mrs. French says it is principally .em
your account, I hope, therefore, it will be convenient for you
to come,  Very respectfully yours,

% THOS. C?I’JLBEB.TSON."

I at once put aside sll other engagements, glad to avail
myself of a second opportunity of testing the reality end
integrity of these marvellous productions with the advantageof
previous observation and reflection on all the conditions sad
eircumstances of the first sitting. Dr. Hallock, Mr. Gurney and
Professor Liyman were of the party. The arrangementa woers
made much ns [ have before described them, except that thése
was even leas formality and preparation than before, and the
medium instead of brea%ing through the roll of paper, tied adasp
towel round it, to give to the sheets the necessary moistare. I was,
ae on the former oceasion, invited to take my seat by the Bﬁaﬁ
the medium at the best point for seeing the entire operationi
The small table stood in tha centre of a large circle, compria
of about an equal number of both sexes, en ‘“time” whls

called there was the same rubbing and serubbing helter-skeltme.

sort of haste to do something in the shortest time possible, and
when ¥ time™ waa &ﬁain called we heard as before the pencild dvogy
suddenly from the hands of the invisibles. Six drawings wers
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odused on this occasion in rapid succession, each oceupyi

t a few seconds., The first one was presented to me, a.nyt;n?
was gratified to find that the spirits }imd not forgotten their
promige, They had drawn a beautifully executed bonquet with
& hand rising from the centre holding an open Bible, with a part
of the 14th chapter of John, 200 words most minutely but
legibly written in pencil, and the time occupied in its production
complete as I have described it waa just eleven seconds.®

On the first day of our acquaintance, Judge Edmonds did me
the favour of introducing me to his friend, Professor James J.
Mapes, who, as a chemist, holds a leading position in the scien-
tific world both in America and Europe. He is & man of varied
attainments, possessing a brilliant intellect, and extraordinary
conversational powers, He has mastered, after most careful
stndy and examination, the philosophy of Spiritualism, and
wauftll bLelp, were he to publicly identig? Kimself with the subject,
almost more than any other man, to inculcate and sp its
truth and doctrines.

Professsor Mapes’ history in connexion with Spiritualism

an instructive lesson, and answers in itself two of the
ost prominent questions which have been put by its ugponenta
in this country ; namely—If Spiritualism be worth consideration,
Bow is it that no man eminent in science has ventured to investi-
tigate its claims and expound its philosophy ? And, admitiing
the reality of the phenomena—Cui bono? Well, the answer 18
that Professor Mapes, of New York, like his compeer, the late
Dr. Hare, of Philadelphia, a man of science, undertook the
investigation eeveral years ago, with an entire disbelief in its

ality, and a determination to expose ¢ the delusion ;” and, like
Dr, e, he was driven step by step from his original poaition,
wltimately converted to a full belief in spirit-intercourse, and as
8 m:muence, to a belief in a life hereafier, which he had
proviously denied. Canmen, in the face of such facts consistentl
go on asking what is the good of it; and asserting that if it 18
reaﬂfh;me, 1t must be all of the devil ?

Professor ia_largely engaged in agriculture, and has a
farm at Newark, New?ork, where his family reside; whilst
his professional pursuits oblige him to remain a great portion of
kig time in New%’nrk. He was (as he told me), a materialist, up
to the sge of 45, and in the early start of the modern manifesta-
4lens, now thirteen years ago, he set to work earnestly to
in'vmta Spiritnalism, without saying = word on the subject to
hia y. Shortly after, he discovered that one of his daughters

* The wanderful character of thess drawinge inducea uns to publish two of
Mﬁ»m, which illustrate the Spiriinal Magasire for October, 1861~—Ep.
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was also engaged in a eomewhat similar way. She had in feet
become a writing medium, without knowing it. On oue of his
vsual woekly visits to his family, this daughter said, “ Father, 1
want to shew you something very curious. Don’t laugh at ine,
here are pages that from time to time I have been influenced to
write, withont my will or my mind being engaged in the work.
1t haa been going on for weeks, and I should not have named it
now, but that Isaw in the Tribuns newspaper yesterday, that
others had been similarly influenced; and it is said to be the
work of epirits. I want to know the meaning of it.” Curious
to obtain evidence from such a source, though anxions to aveid
explanation and encouragement, the Professor asked her to take
a pen and Jet him see what she meant. Her band was moved
excitedly, and she at once rapidly dashed off a long message
purporting to be from the spirit of his father. The Profeasor
saiS,Pq‘If there i8 any meaning in this I should like, if possible, to
have some proof of identity.” Miss Mapes' hand again wrote
“ You may recollect that 1 gave you, among other books an
Encyclopzdia; look at page 120 oty that ook and you will find
3{ name written there, which you have never seen.” The book

uded to was with others in'a box at the warehouse in bown.
On his arrival in town, Professor Mapes opened the case which
had been fastened up for 27 ycars, and there, to his great
astonishment, he foung as described s father’s name written oz
the identical page 120.

" This incigent awakened a new interest in him, and he
accordingly determined to conduct s serious investigation, and st
once secured the services of Mrs. Brown, the eldest daughterin
the Fox family—s well-known and very reliable medium of

eat power. His next step was to obiain a party of friends do
join him, which was, however, a very difficult task. He firlk
tavited his son-in-law, Mr. Dodge, a Momber of the Seneate, whe
laughed at the request, said it was too absurd, and h the
Professor was not going to sucrifice his time and his o N
such a delusion. - And in this way he was met by others wmidl
at length making it a personal favour and to oblige hir, he got
a party of ten together; having, as he said, purposely selectad
one half of pasitive minds who would believe in nothing, and the
other half of negative minds who might be induced to believe i
poything. They agreed to mect every Monday evani:ﬁ for
twenty eittings, and up to the nineteenth evening they had net
elicited anything sufficiently satisfactory to carry conviction, 6@
to be worth recording ; but on the twentieth evening some very
curious and striking phenomena were displayed. The spirils
who purported to be present gave peculiar namos, such as Fiarré
y Deliverance, &c., insisting, against the belief of these
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present; that they were their ancestors, and indicating in the
ookt ite manner their relationship. Upon subsequent
m’ , each of these statements was vertfied, and & previousl

idden page of family history being thus unexf;ectedly revealed,
it excited & natural interest m the minds of all to continue their
sittings, which Professor Mapes assured me were prolonged
uninterrnptodly for PIvVE YEARS, during which every conceivable
test was applied, reswlting at length dn the entire conversion of
#hke whole party.

At that period, Spiritualism was spreading in America in all
directions., mdiums were developed in numerous families, and
daily the press ammounced, on the testimony of more or less
reliablo witnesses, the most marvellous accounts of new manifes-
tations of spirit-power. Professor Mapes having become satisfied
that a great truth lay at the root of it, though mixed up, as he
thought, with fanaticism and some charlatanism, determined to see
everything for himself; and wherever he heard of new wonders,
he packed up his portmanteau, and without regard to time or
expense, started off to make s personal investigation, In this
way he visited, among many others, the Davenport Boys at
Buffalo, and the spirit-room of Jonathan Koons, sitnated in the
mountains of Ohio j and be fully corroborated the extraordinary
statements made rospecting them,

To those who are not acqnainted with the history of American
Spiritualism, it may be aceeptable for me here to introduce some
-aceotmt of these remarkable manifestations. I take the following
from a letter written by a reliable witness, Mr, Charles Partridge,
whose acquaintance 1 made in New York. He says:—

1 attended three public circles (open without charge to all
camers) in the spirit-house of Mr. Koons—a house or room a
Little distance from his residence, built expressly for the purpose.
The presiding spirit is an Indian named‘?ohn Kin%. The room
will seat about 30 persons, and it is usually filled. After the
circle is formed the gor and windows are shut, and the light
extinguished. Instantaneously a tremendous blow was struck
tipon the table by a large drumstick, and immediately the bass
sod tenor drums werc beaten rmpidly, like the roll-call on the
muster field, making through the hills a thousand echocs, 'This
continued for five minutes or more; and, when eanded, Kin
ssluted ms through the trumpet, and in an andible voice sa.idg.,
¢ Good evening, friends; what particular manifestations do you
desire ?  King then reqaested Mr. Koons to play on the violin ;
the whole spirit-band playing at the same time on the drums,
triangle, tamborine, harp, accordion, &c. Upon these instruments
#he epirits perform scientifically, in very perfect tune. They
tomnmence at one instant in full blast, amrc stop suddenly after
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sounding the full note.  After playiog an in ot
the instruments they-eing. The epirits spoke fo ua, requesting
08 to remain silent. Presently we heard, as it hnstan
voices singing in the distance, in 5o low a tone as to ba searncly
distinguishable; the sounds gradually incressed, each part re-
latively, until it appeared as if a full choir of human voices were
in our small room singing most exquisitely. I think I neves
heard such perfect harmony—so captivating was it, that the
heart-strings seemed to relax or to increase their tension o
accord with such hetven]y sounds, tI}:; seeg:ﬂn to tilm: that 33
person conld sit in that sanctoary withont feeli g a
* Glory to God in the higheat, ;gce on earth, ang(i goom 0.
all n;len,‘ spontaneously rising in the bosom and finding sxpression
on the lip,

“ Affer this vocal performance, in which, however, ro wonds
were articulated, several pieces were separately performaed on the
instruments by the spirits, Spirit-hands and syps were seens
and that we might see them distinetly, they wet their hands with
a wesk solution of phosphorus, prepared at their request for the
]) se by Mr. Koons, At one of these circles there were three

1ands, which Liad been covered with this solution, apparent to:all
of us at the seme time. They passed swiftly round the voom
over our heads, carrying the instruments, and playing npon them,
keeping perfect time. The phosphorescent illummation from
those handg was so strong that it occurred to me I could ses to
read by it. I took a pamphlet from my pocket, and ssked the
spirit to place its hand over it, that T might see to read. The
spirit did so, and I immediately perceived that I held the book
wrong end up. I tarned it and could read. The membars of
the circle aaig they could, at the same time, see my face and the
pamphlet in my hand. These spivit-bands were, at our oty
placed in cur own; I locked at them, and felt them, nnt}ﬁu waa
entirely satisfied. They appeared to be rcorganised from the
same elements that ours are. Ome spirit hand fook o pen, and
we all saw it write on the paper lying on the table; the wrm
was execnted muck more rapidly than I ever saw mortal b
perform ; the paper was then handed to me by the spirit, and ¥
still retatn it in my possession.

“ At the close of the sfance the spirit of King, as ia his
custom, took up the trumpet, and pave a short lecture thmug
i ing audibly and dralinctly, Fras&nting the henefits to be
derived boﬁ in time and eternity from intercourse with spirits;
and exhorting us to be discreet und bold in speech, diligent in
our investigetions, faithful to the responsibilities which those
privileges impose, charitable towards those who are m igmorance
or error, tempering our zeal with wisdom,” &o., &e.
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Professor Mapes deacribed to me the exhibition witnessed by
him throagh the Davenport Boys, These boys permit themselves
to be bound by cords, hand and foot, in any way the operator
pleases, and in an instant they are liberated by the spirita. The
wﬁt of John King is also chief actor in these manifestations.

ith thia spirit Professor Mapes said ke conversed for half an howr,
"The voico was loud and distinet, spoken through a trumpet. He
shook hands with him, the spirit giving a most powerful grasp;
then taking his hand again, 1t was increased in size and covered
with kair. The Professor eaid he went, accompanied only by
his own friends, among whom were Dr. Warner and Dr. Wilson.
They had a jocular sort of evening, into which King entered
heartily, and at length played them a trick, for which they were
not prepared, and which rather astonished them. Thewr hats
and caps were suddenly whisked from their heads, and replaced
in an instant. Turning on the lights, they found each hat and
cap was turned inside out, and it took many minutes to replace
them, Dr. Warner's gloves, which were in his hat, were also
turned completely inside out. This exhibition took place in a
Iarge club room at Buffalo, selected by the Professor and his
party, baving but one place of entrance and exit. The boys sat
on an elevated platform at & large table; and this table, n an
msiant of time, was carried over the heads of the auditors, and

ited at the most distant part of the large room.

‘Whilst Professor Mapes continued his own investigation, he
felt it necessary from its all-engrossing character to restrain his
danghter from pursuing her mediurushtp, fearing that her health,
which was delicate, would suffer, though he said some of her
writing was brilliant and powerful, and much beyond her natural
ezpacity. An arrangement was accordingly made for her to visit
some friends with a view of weaning her from the fascination
which occupied g0 much of her time. Mrs. Mapes was at this
period altogether opposed to the whole subject, and unacquainted
with the fact that her husband was so tfeepy intercated in it,
said to him one day, *T am very much distressed to think our
dangbter Sophy should deceive us, I have written a sirong

f to ker as I feel sureit is imost improper conduet.”
Professor Mapes dissuaded his wife from sending the letter,
telting her he E:.d his own motives for wishing her to delay doi::g
80, a short time after Mrs. Mapes herself was impell
one day to write, and became at once developed as a writing
medivm. Fascinated with this new power, she continued day
by day almost exclusively occupied with ber writing, until at
length Professor Mapes felt it necessary to interfere, and said—
4'Wife, you and I have heen married 30 years, and I have

beforo interfored with your personal liberty, gut now
D
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1 bave serionsly to request that yon will not at Jeast for. ths
predent give any more time to these influ and that yemwilf
consent to destroy all you have written.” ith mapy protése
Mrs. Mapes at length consented, and tearing the leaves from
a large manuscript vol she consigned them page by page to
the flames—the understanding being that she wonld not put ber
band to paper for 12 months to come.

Mon&u: having passed, and the tendency to Kielﬂ to he
influence having %een effectually repressed, her hnsband and
family were surprised one day by her making prepsrations for
drawing, and declaring that she believed she could copy plemts
and fiowers. They smiled at this announcement they were in-
credulous, as she had never been instructed, and had never shown.
the least talent for the art. She went, however, into the ghrdes,
plucked an apple blossom, and sat down to copy it. In s few
minutes she made, greatly to the surprise of all around her, a miont.
excellent copy of this very delicate flower, and thus spirztaal
influenced, she commenuel;fa series of coloured drawings, which
as they proceeded increased in beaunty, and have now f)em
mostb perfefct B ecime:is oé‘;he ..1';_1'1:‘.;i _

n referring to the date of their compact, Professor Mapen:
Jound the drawing had commenced mctlgﬁwéfus months to the.
day on which Mrs. Mapes had promised him not lo writs any more:.
"The Professor has not attempted to interfere with this de :
ment; on the contrary, he appears to encourage it, and is lngh?
interested in her progress; and asa poriion of each day is devetnt
fo drawing and painting, and as they do not part with many; »
large accumulation has taken place, comprising now 8 gre
number of very interesting volumes. These drawings, which are
produced with great rapigit , unlike mest medinmistic prodae-
tions, are of natural fruits, flowers, and birds, and this extreordie
nary fact attaches to the birds, that exch bird, without study ot
any knowledge of the natural history of the subject, on the part.of
Mrs. Mapes, ia placed in the accustomed associations of tree.of
plant on which it builds or feeds.

I wm indebted to Mrs, Mapes for two specimens of her work,
which she kindly presented to me, and which have created the

test admiration in all to whom I have shown them ; one da
an iris, and the other a collection of American autumnal leaves,
They are both prononnced by connoisseurs to be works of hi
and the marvellous fact remains to be told, that botk patn&
were commencad and finished in littls more than ons hour.
m“ﬁ I belisve, could copy them in less than two days.

. Miss Bophia Mapea, after a brief period of repose, resumed
her \writing- mediumship, and during my visit I kad an. oppor-
tunity of seeing it exercised. In the absence of the other mem~
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bers of the family, I sat at a table with her and Mrs. Mapos,
when her hand was moved with the usual nervous excitabilit
which sccompanies writing mediumship, and in the most rap:ﬁ
manner, at a rate indeed in which it would be thought almoat
phynica.ily impossible to wield a pencil, the following com-
munication, which I have in my possession, purporting to be
dictated by the spirit of Win, Humboldt, brother of the well-
known traveller was given, with the erasure of two words only :—
% The truths of spirit-intercourse having become plain to the
sater portion of intelligent observers of the manifestations, it
is of the utmost importance that there should be the most careful
endeavour to comprehend the relation which the newly ac-
%h'ed knowledge bears to our former ideaa of God and truth,
e are in the ®pirit-world, and on the earth, in the re-
lation to God andp to each other which constantly provokes
our enquiry. We are co-working. The human spmit is a
power in the universe of material creation, and it awakens by its
intellipence to know of the laws of nature; and you may be
asrured that the natural man becomes cognisant of no law in
which it is not itself a_power. We are en rapport with all
the visible universe, \’Vli:en spirit is not in active association
with matter, it ignores all connexion with its changes and pro-
gression. The old idea long ago conceived as the logos 18 &
trath.  But ss the idea among the Church fathers was supposed
to be culminated in Christ Jesus, so is now the epirit of man
constantly active on the world of matter to develope the latent
forces in the atomic relation of the particles, and the peculiar
forces of combination. Man controls the laws of which he
becomes cognisant, and neither knows nor dreams of laws in
which he 13 not a creative and sustaining power. We acknow-
ledge the action of mind on matter, and of the relation of the
human forces to the laws of the material universe. Man muat
not deceive himself that he is apart from creation, viewing it
a8 if he were a sculptured obelisk, or made of the rock itself,
and no part of the ever-changing material universe. Intruth be
is law itsolf, and is force, when he Lttle recogniees his prowess
or influence. 'We know that the natural developments of life
in all ages have contributed to the status of this age, and
now when the present life exists in more complete form, in more
extended power, and more intense action, the truth is all the
toore mavifest, God is all-apparent in wan, and spirit, a5 a
foree ; and could [7011 once conceive of nature and spirit as a

fotality, you would then conceive of God as a Spint. Now,
yon-nnl,y ow him as love, or as intensity and vigour in your
own spirit, and in the law you may realise. Never forget that

to e Grod, to realise God, you should bo God. He is not so
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distant from your being that you may econceive of him na &
personality, and therefore, it is impossible for the human mind to
realise His existence but in its own extent of power and conitol.
‘We, as spirit, know better than when we inhabited the

form, the extent and all-pervading power and nature of individual
spirit. And as the communication of force, and of heat, knows
no chanpel, neither does the spirit know by what means it becomes
a power in causes which apparently have no connection with ous
own intention, or conscious will-power.

i WirLiax HumeoLor,”

The labour bestowed by Professor Mapes in the investipation
of Bpiritualism, and the knowledge thereby acquired by him, it is
to be hoped will yet be turned to useful public purposes, He had
an intention of visitinghEnglaud shortly. The present politieal
troubles in the Stetes, however, wounld no doubt delay the period
of his visit, When he does come, we must endeavour 1o prevail
on him to deliver a course of lectures on the subject, to which X
do not think he is indisposed. If he consents to do so, I ventare
to say that the foremost student of the spiritual hilusa%l:y in- this
country will have many new pages opened to him for his further
advancement, For my part, | am bound to say that I never heard
a man express himself more cloquently on any subject. D’nﬁ
the last conversation I had with him, Professor Mapes sum
up his argument for Bpiritualism thus—* 1f after meking every

owence for the incongruities, false theories, fanaticism 2nd the
common errors attached to Spiritualism only ten per cent. of the
whole should prove pure and impregnable, it is still as soand
s science a3 Chemistry was at the beginning of this cemtury,
which has thrown aside ninety per cent. of the teachings then
received as truths.” -

The narrative of Mr. L., recording the marvellous mapifes-
tations of a WIFE to her HUSBAND, which I have given in &
former number of the Magazine, created as I have found very
great intereat, and has been recetved with a degree of respectfd
attention, which I confess eurprised me, inasmuch as the incidents
embrace a mass of phenomena, which, taken as & whole, exceed
in wonder anything of the kind that has yet been given to the
world.  Although 1 expressed my entire confidence in the ine
tegrity of the narrator and his facts, I fully expected they would
have been seriously questioned, even by many who acknowledge
the reality of spiritual appearances, and that of course the general
reader, and egeaiall t[?e members of the press, who for the most
s:lrt know nothing cnty e subject, would treat them as the !

usion of any of those which have been seriously endorsed by

;.
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the advoocates of this great truth, I have, however, been agreeably
i inted in finding that that portion of the press, which haa
given oxtracts from my paper, has done so without offensive
comments, and that the Ster and Dial in reviewing the general
character of my American notes did it in a tone quite unexce
tionable, and thereby led to a deeply interesting discussion, pul
Iished in the columns of that paper. I am told that the editor
was obliged to bring it to a close, only on account of the over-
whelming numberof letters,extending fbelievetoseveralhundreds,
that were addressed to him ; a fact which in itserdlt;‘{rﬂves the
wide-spread interest with which the subject is rega Indeed,
some of the most populsr writers of the day are now familiar-
ising the minds of their readers with the marvellous, by introducing
stories of spiritual manifestations into their journals, almost as
wonderful as any that ] have ventured to record. Take for
instance “ Mr. H.’s own Narrative,” which appeared recently in
Mr. Charles Dickens’s popular journal of All the Yser Round.
It is gravely introdaced by Mr. Dickens to hisreaders as % A Re-
markable Narative,” which he had received from “a real existing
Eeman, and a responsible gentleman,” as if he had never hbefore
had a remarkable and well-attested ghost story from a responsible
gouree, I may here state for the satisfaction of the readers of
the Spiritual Magazine, that I have since made the acquaintance
of the gentleman who wrote the narrative, and have had it
corroborated from his own lips, with some additional particulara
strange a8 any he has pubbshed, It is therefore a veritable
story, told by “a responsible gentleman,” and not, as might have
been suspected from the way in which Mr. Dickens has been
wont to treat the subject, a story got up to raise a laugh, at the
credulity of some of his literary compeers, who rﬁceivaf long ago
the light which I hope is now beginning to dawn upon himself.
I mentioned when introducing Mr. i.'s experiences, that Dr.
J. F. Gray, one of the most respectable physicians of New York,
bad first brought the facts to the notice of the members of the
spiritual conference of that city, and that he gave very good
ressons for believing that they were genuine, I have now the
satisfaction of introducing to my readers a letter, which T have
received from Dr. Gray, corroborative of that statement, and
one also from my friend Mr. L., enclosing a full account of his
further experiences, which it will be seen are of & very extra-
ordinary and deeply interesting character.
The cards r:zrred to and which are in my possession, it must
be understood, are written upon by the spirtts without human

.ggency, and therefore, the writing is not done, as we are accus-

1o moe it, through the hand of the medium. The following
&8 Dr. Gray's letter:—
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) % New York, Sept. 30th, 1881.

#Dear Sir,—As our friend Mr. L. is not yet ready to ex~
emplify his wonderful experience by attaching his name to the
record he sends to you for publication, it seems to become my
duty to make the Yack of his Bame good by testifying to the
securacy and credibility of his statements. Mr. L. ie by no
means an exaggerative man, as you doubtless found in yous
close acquaintance with him during your visit to our cty,
Though quick to feel and perceive, he is slow in making dedue-
tions from occurrences arcund him ; he is calm and amable m
deportment, deliberate and intrepid in action when his conclunaion
is attained, and not at all sn enthusiast or poet, or reformer of
other men's errors and vices. In this great topic of our n-
vestigations, he has gathered and reEistered his facts with calm
recigion ; in no instance within my knowledge has he drawn an
inference except on the straightest line and compulsion of his
fact. He coloura nothing by any, the least, over statements
he omits nothing of imaginable scientific value. His verhal
statements to me, and to others in my presence, correspond fully
with the written report he has drawn from his diary, for your use.
Besides, his general character for veracity and probity, Mr. L.is a
competent witness to the important facts he narrates, because he 1s
not m any degree subject to the illusions and hallucinations which
may be supposed to attach to the trance or exstatic constitution,
1 bave known hin from his very early manhood and am his
medical adviser, and 1 can safely aver that he Is less hable to be
disturbed by the agitation of others in his society, or misled
biY errors of his own organs of eense, than almost any man
of my large circle of patients and acquaintance, I likewise
knew his late wife (Estelle} from her early childhood, when I
became her physician, and I can confirm her hushand’s averments
as to the moral and mental indications of identity contained in
the communications purporting to come from her to him, and to
others of her relatives and friends, Miss Foxz, the medium in
whose presence Mr. L. receives these grand and useful demonstra-
tions OF epirit-presence and power, has been intimately known te
my wife and me from the time she was a very young girl, that
is to say, from 1850 to this date. At that early day in the
history of the manifestations, she was frequently a visitor in my
family, apd then, through that child alone, without the possibility
of trick from collusion with others, or I may truly add, of im-
posture of any kind, all the various phenomena recorded by
friend L., except the reproduction of visible human forms were
witnessed by ﬁrﬂ Gray and myself and many other relatives
and friends of our family. Among these I may mention, as
frequent, attentive, and very able observers, the late Dr. Gerald
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Hull, my brother-in-law, and Dr. Warner, my son-in-law. Miss
Fox 18 a young Iady of good education, and J an entirely blame-
less life and character. Her deportment is unassuming, amiable,
and void of all artifice or affectation. From her lips my wife
and I have received the same narrations asto the size, colour and
movements of the lights exhibited, and as to the action and other
characteristics of the beautiful apparition of Estelle, as those
heretofore, and now forwarded to you by Mr. L.  To this brief
statement concerning the two ﬁn;lcipal witnosses and my com-
petency in some degree to confirm their testimony, 1 may add,
that a few years before this new phase of spirit phenomens
oecurred in Western New York {1848) I had conducted a careful
series of experiments in Mesmerism, and had attained instructive
and highly useful results respecting the trance state, clairvoyance,
anesthesia and physical and psychical rapport.  In these experi-
ments I was assisted by Dr. Hull and a few other learned and
ingenuous men, each one of whom afterwards became a Spiritualist.
From this preparation in my own experience, after having care-
fully inspected the records of my dear friend L.'s intercourse with
spirits (of the very first part of which my wife and'I were personal
witnesses) I can safely and truly affirm that the whole statement
he publishes is worthy of credit and, in my helief, most accurate.
# B. Coleman, Esq,, # Faithfully your friend,
“ London."” “ Joun F. GRAY.

The further narrative of Mr. L. will be best given in his own

words, as follows:—
“ New York, Oct. 1st, 1861.

# My dear Sir,—I am in receipt of your letter of the 5th
ult,, and, in accorti;ce with your request, I enclose herewith a
*  memorandum of some of my further experience, To bring the
facts before you simply as facts, and not as theories, T have made
extracts from my diary, and should you desire to give publicity
to any of them, you can make your own selections. Xpou may
depend upon their entire reliability. They were recorded asthey
occurred, and are without exaggeration or coloring. I feel some
iffidence in presenting such statements even to yon, being myself
estonnded st my own experience. If then to you they may seem
marvellons, how will they be looked upon by r]::osa witﬁnut ow-
Iedge but as the ravings of a madman-—or as the wild vagaries of
delusion. It is difficult to convince the world of facis so contrary
to greneral experience, and it 13 well not to accept them on in-
sufficient evidence. This has been my rule of action from the
commencement of these manifestations, and but for their gradual
development, stop by step, I could never have been prepared for
el results, The receptive quality of the human mind is noces-
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sarily limited to, and dgmndant upon, this preparatory processs
and the wisdom of clpnu: ma.torl infmay roore striki AR~
fests itwelf, than in this principle o tation—andinmnder:ﬁ'
our condition such, thatpvl::regect even great truths, until ‘the
has been first prepared to give them root. We become famiiliag
to-day, with what yesterday we could not realize; and I leok
back now to my first experiences, which at the time seeeed
so marvelous, and re them as but the very lowest rounde
of the ladder which has been leading me towards the Jivine
Idght. TFrom the glimpses I have had of the spirit-world and
its beauties, I am forced to the conviction that in ovr earth-
life, we bave little conception of the higher destiny which awaits
us, in the perpetual and eternally progressive elevation of ‘the
huoman soul after it shall have shaken off its shackles of flash.
I hope before the winter passes, when the electrical conditiona
of the atmosphere become favourable, to be able to give you
corroborative evidence beyond my own, having been promased
that a circle of four, shall witness and bear testimony to. the
truth of these developments. My sister has been designated s
one who can witness them without a disturbing influence, I
send you herewith ten cards written by spirit-hands, which I knew
cannot fail to interest you and your friends, with a memorandwe
of those which you are at liberty to keep if you desire. The
others | will thank you te return after you have made such nse
of them as you may think proper. The one written in ink will
no doubt be looked upon with interest. It was dome with am
ordinary steel pen, which, with a glass inkstand and the ﬂu&_
had been Iweg upon the table in front of us, In the process
writing, the pen was frequently heard to strike against &a mouth
of the inkstand in obtaining its supplies of ink. I have also had

others written in ink, and on one occasion in the morning ni ngly”

however, in a full light, but with the shutters partielly closed,
In exhibiting these cards, do not forget to state that t.hymrevlﬂt
has only been arrived at, after frequent sittmgs of the most
patient attention to conditions, At first the initials of the nwums,
rudely done, was all the spirit could execote; but by perse-
verance from these rude beanmgn' ings, has the writing been brou

to its present state—and it is now executed more or i

rapidly—according to the strength or weakness of the electrical
atmospheric conditions. Nearly all my spirit-communications
are now written by invisible {umds, the spirite ex ing &
decided preference for this method over all others as mlmng‘u
from_interpolation, and untinctured “ by any skadow of otker
minds.” same mamho be stated with regard to the
luminous phenomena; which, from having been at the outeet
comparatively dim, and of the size of an orango; are naw ine

A5 |
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tonsely bright, of almost an uired #ize or shape, with power
to ilha,;nin?te and render vis{bf:qsglirit—forms or Buli'er’oundin? ob~
jecta—~and that which was only achieved after repeated and long-
eontinued experiments, is now accomplished with the greatest
ease and factlity, under ordinanily favourable conditions. ~ These
phenomena can only be witnessed by those havi 5 experience,
who by this means have become gradually familiarized with

who are possessed of calm self-control in presence of such
starthing manifestations ; and they can never (according to m;
ohsarvation) be obtained when the circle, either large or small,
in comy of diverse and inharmonious persons. The spirit-
form seems too pure and ethereal to withstand the rude gaze of
the merely curious, or to come into the presence of, and in contact
with the conflicting doubts and disturbing influences of mized
and unconfiding natures. One must become J:a.rﬁally changed
and assimilated to peaceful harmonious conditions, or, to a
certain extent, be en rapport, before the spirit has power to eon-
centrate and present itself in form. 1 fear I shall have slready
wearied you with the length of my communications. If, however,
my experience shall prove of any benefit in giving hight on this
groat truth, I shall have the satisfaction of having done my duty,
and I:;f’ having obeyed the injunction of the spirits ¢ ¢ give st do :Za
world.

“ Very sincerely and truly yours,
4 Benj. Coleman, Eeq., London,” # L.

I recommend to my readers an attentive consideration of my
rempected correspondent’s statement as to the probable means to
success and causes of failure in obtaining spiritnal manifestations,
The electrical atmospheric conditions of which he speaks, will
ne doubt account for the failares which at times oceur even with
the most powerful mediums. We know of course that a want
of harmony in the circle is another cause of failure, and tends to

if it does not altogether destroy the value of an experi-
ment. Thus, early inquirers are disappointed if they cannot at
once sce and hear something equal to what they have heard of
from other witnesses, unacquamted with the fact that there is
maore or less of specia{t with every medium, and, therefore, that
rh;nou:ens through ditferent persons will vary both in kind and
n .

I have had as much experience, perhaps, as most persons in
obeerving the impressions made on the minds of the uninitiated,
when first viewing the spiritual phenomens. A table rises from
the ground, and is poised in mig-air, for a period of time, more
or loss, as 1 have scen it do an hundred times, despite of gravita-
tion, and instead of pondering to consider the fact and the
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agency by which so great a marvel has been accomplished, tha

%egtic insists on something else being lifted. Why not a chair?

v oot 3 sofa or piano? And if neither chair, sofa, nor can
be raised on the instant, the rising of the table poes with him for
nothing. This is thought by many to be quite fair, philasophie
and rational, and they have the boldness too to assert that they
came to the investigation in & calm and dispassionate epirit free
from prejudice. The Rev. Dr. Maitland, in considering the
evidence for and against this subject, says : —

“If Samuel Johnson had made an affidavit, that twenty
times in twenty different years he had seen his chair jump over
his table at his word of command, thonsands from the day of the
date of the said affidavit to the present would have thonght the
matter worthy of discussion, even after philosophers had striet]:
forbidden any such goings on, under the penalty of their wrat
and rebuke. There would have been & conmstant reclamation
that Johneon was purblind and stnpid, and went to church, amd
always believed everything.

f“Some very sharp people wounld be calling for proof of
Johnson's ever having existed—some would denounce the docu-
ment as & forgery, without lnoking at it—others would quietly
atate that the thing was impossible, and the story not to be
listened to by persons of mental cultivation—others would saiiphy

select compsanions, and perhaps (if very stupid} themselves, by
&"hy did fie chair P or,-‘“tzf

asking, © not the table jump over
the chair could jump over the table, why could it not crawl
under it?” or, “If Johnson’s chair did it, why do not othes
chairs do it?” or, “ Why don’t I see it, if be did?" But not<
withstanding all this, even while this funny philosophy was i
some sort flourishing, and exglanaﬁuns of detective lei osephets
(tho Faradays and Brewsters?) were civilly listened to by those
who conld keep their countenances, and wished that what they
heard might be true, there would siill be thousands and tens of
thousands who would not know how to get over, or what to
meake of such an affidavit from Samuel Johnson,"®
The cards sent to me by Mr. L., and now in my possession;
are certainly marvellous productions, not that they convey any
elevated thought or deep philosophy, but that they prove our
intimate and near relation to the spint-world, and tﬁat irite in
their intercourse with mortals retain the natural sympathies and
affections of their earth-life. Two of these cards, tﬁ’: one pur-
Eorting to be written by the spirit of Mr, L.'s wife, and the other
y the spirit of Benjamin Franklin, are here given to the reader,

* Supersiition and Science; sn Essay by the Rev. J. R. MarrLaxp, DI
FRS, and F.8A. Tublished by Rivingtoss. T
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Jac-gimiles of the originals, The coming together of two such
opposite sHirits us the gentle, loving wife, and the sturdy philo-
sopher, will be explained by a pernsal of the following messages
raceived, and deseription of the phenomena witnessed by Mr, L.
during a series of continnous sittings, taken from his diary :—

“ July 4th, 1861.—Upon the evening of my birthday, and
Juat before leaving home for a sojourn in the country, the follow-
tng message was addressed to me by the spirit of my wife,”—

¥ July 4th, 1861,
¢ This morning’s rising sun found me watching by your bed.
Did you, dear Charley, feel the kiss you wakened with? How much
I would say were I in the form, and yet I could not say one half
that I do now, for every word 18 clothed with the spirit from
whom it comes. This day is of great worth to me, darling, from
the fact that the greatest joy of my life was then sent into this
world, I am happy to ge o closely with you, happier still to
make you conscious of my presence. 1 often hear you reason
with others upon this truth, It is well to try to teach them, and
give them ligﬂt, but talk not to those who will not listen. You
can preach to the wind, it will not hear you. Tell them, darling,
that the greatest truth, the most improbable truth, when once
understood and learned, when once made clear, proves of great
value when familiar to an unknown longing for something felt,
yet not seen. What is more important to yourselves than that
you should prepare yourselves daily for the life hereafter. The
time must come when the soul will return truthful and powerful
to Him who gave it. You no sooner wake to & sense of being,
than you sigh to learn the spiritual part of which you are forr:;%
X have learned, Charley, that we commence to live here before
we are born into the world. The soul aspires ever higher and
igher where it is puse. The spirit changes with the life ; bless-
tigs attend patience and forbearance. fshall go with you to-
morrow, and, oh, I hope that I shall be able to give you eome
sweet tokens of my presence. 1 will if I can. ile I write
Dector Franklin is aiding me. The ahnt:])ﬁphere weakens, and 1
will say good might: good night, and still I cannot go or say
00d night without a desire to say more. My darling, what a
mﬁng we have: what a privilege. Be happy. Meet soon
in. Your dear hend shall rest nmear mine to-night, while
inga fall on us bath, Doctor Franklin will shew himself to
yuu soon. We will both come together. Good night, good

t,

mq‘h “i ENTELLE,
i Jaly 4, 18617

% July 15th, 1861.—The following card was writien npon
iy veturn from the country. T was at home alone, my family

"
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being shsent, and a little relic, whichk kad disappearsd before
Faovﬁsg (two waeks before) was returned with the message—
¢ Dear Charley,—I return the little relic with many bless-
ings, and many kisses, Will you sccept them all? I shall be
with you, Charley, in our house, I will walk by your side in the
shade of the evening, ard in the morning time you will not miss
me, for I shall be there. You will not feel sad. How could y
when I shall be near to comfort you. I say you will mot
mean, dear, that you must noi. happy—I am—and never
undervalue these great blessings, T others to value them,
God bless you evermors, and let not a shadow cross the bright
interior. t not the counteracting opinions of others jar
the truths given so freely to you, lest 1 too become disturbed,
and s barrier be placed between our two souls which now breathe
together. Men understand too little of this world, sud forget
that the other is its counterpart, only purified fromsin, Yetws
must all have charity. To err ia human, The light of & soal
18 easily blown out. The shadows will longer upon it if
itted to rerain snd become sorrows, ﬁever doubt, as faithis
lieving in God. The great star lights your path, and flowers
bloom for us both. God bless you. Gioo nigEt but not good
. Good night. w! Bamprrg.t®
“ July 21st, 1861.— At the expiration of the usual half hour of
uiet, the bolt of the lock was twrmed violently backwards and
z:rwm'ds, and various other demonstrations took place, such as
striking violently upon the bureau with a Bible lying thereon.
The rustling, and a tap upon my shoulder, indicated sence in
form of the spirit. My head was pushed gently forwa.rgr;ytpiﬁb
bands, and bent towards the table to prevent my locking in the
direction of the light, and soon after the electrical rattle spprosch-
ing, we raised our heads to sce the ssme besutiful Hpirit dups
rounded with flowers; while bending over her left shonlder,
another face was indistinetly visible. As a spirit purporting to be
Dr. Franklin had promised to make an effort to sppear on this
occagion, I looked for him. My wife soon appeared agamn, when I
found that by turning my gaze from her, she could approach muech
nearer, and thus re-appeared very vi\ricily four or ill)tlr)a times, tha
whole expression and amile being perfect; during the last two or
three appearances, I noticed a dar] hgure indistinetly standing ab
her right, between mywolf and her. Bome ten or n minuted
now elapsed, when from hehind ua was heard 2 movement and.a
striking upon something like glass, with a clear sound, resembling
the tone of 2 silver bell. This as it approached us, was placed near
my left ear, and was struck vigorously, the reverberation paasmng
to different parts of the room. The tone was exquisite; at firet
rather solemn,but becoming more and more musical and sgreeable.

.
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The medium assured me there was no glass ware or vessel of
auy kind in the room, and my subsequent examination proved the
correctness of the assertion. The apirit at the same thne informed
me that it was not a material bat a spiritual instrument brought
by Dr. Fraoklin. This instrument, whatever it was, was fre-
uently placed on my head, and rubbed against it and my back,
?ee]m' n% hike & pglass globe of about six inches in diameter. It
was also placed agaiust my ear after having been struck. Tts
vibrations were distinctly felt, and ita reverberations became alnost °
deafening. I was told to sing. I did so. The instrument
was drummed upon in perfect time to an awr, with sounds
sufficiently loud to be heard in other rooms in the house, This
done, more vigorous strokes were made, the instrument being
sushed towards mir ear, and while the reverberations were
ying away, I found the spirit could, by its aid approach me with
wonderfully augmented facility, Durmng this time I was kissed
repeatedly, and a successful effort to speak was made a few
distinct words however only being articulated. A half or
narters of an hour having thus been spent, the sounds
censed, and shortly after the spirit of my wife again appeared in
great splendour, approaching very near, and this time the figure
of a man was distinctly visible. He scemed short, thick set,
heavy, with broad shoulders, dressed in hlack, and wearing a
biack velvet cap, the silk tassel of which hung dangling about
eix Inches long in front of his face. Here the mediom e
very nervous, and I have no doubt prevented the face being
e more distinetly visible, T saw a face dimly, but no recog-
nisable features; while those of my wife were radiant, A second
and third time the effort was renewed, but the force had becomeo
sxbausted by the wonderful manifestations so long continued,
when we were told that complete success had been prevented by
onr starts and exclamations, The following explanation waswritten
:ron a card, ‘The echo you heard was brought for the p
aiding me in speaking. It was an invention of Dr. Franklin's
for me. You see that he ia still wseful and t. How grateful
Y am to him; how grateful you should all %;ea You shall hear
mausic from heaven soon.—ISTELLE. By raps, I received the
following, as well as answers to iny gnestions—* Dear Son, You
do not know the great ohject I have i foture for you.—B. F.
Question by me, * Why am 1 selected for these developments?’
Answer—* %ou aro the only person we have found who coald
gome in our personal sphere and respond to every condition.’
Question —* What enables me to come into your sphere ¥’
Avawer—* The organisstion and interior mind; the soul and
gumprehension ; you have all combined iu a fine spiritual sense.

=—B.F.' I searcely need say that with my usual care Iminutely

i
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examined every part of the room before unlocking the door, and
could find no trace of anything by or upon which the sounds de-
scribed could have been produceqi The same phenomena again
occurred a few evenings subsequently with the sama resulis,”

“July 25,1861.—After the usual preliminaryand the electrical
rattle, my wife stood by me in all her%eauty, and, on this occasion,
her complete figure, dressed from head to foot in white, with roseas,
and her hair bound with what scemed to be a narrow blue velvet
ribbon, the ends of the hair being visible over her right shoulder
appeared. Ahove her head was the bright gauze previously de-
scribed, Her fglatures and expr&asaion were perfect, and she came,
apparently, wi eat ease and without effort. 8 %?.n.ng'
ogge, she {:a.pped %;rut upen my shoulder as follows iy remt
time I appear, I will bring a lttle glass.’ She soon came, holding
in her hand a small oval mirror about three inches long, the

lass glistening in the light. An indistinct figure (supposed to
%e Dr. F.) seemed to hold the light like a lanthorn; his derk
arm passing across her waist, while his whole figure was distinetly
visible. She seemed now to come with her little mirror more
easily than ever before, and returned to us at least a dozen
times, in loveliness and beauty beyond description. My theory
is, that the mirror was intended to attract and divert a portion of
our gaze, which at times iz no doubt too strong for spintual
presence. I have frequently observed that looking intently at
the light itself disturbs its brightness, and listening to spirit-
sounds with great fixedness disturbs them also. .

# August 1R, 1861, 8 p.m.—Present, the medinm and myself,
Atmosphere heavyand warm. Carefullyexamined the room, locked
the door, took the key and made all secure,  Sat in quiet half an
hour, whena spherical oblong light, enveloped in folds, rose from the
floor to our foreheads, and rested upon the table m front. By
raps—* Notice how noiselessly we come.” Heretofore the Light
ha?i generally appeared after a succession of startling sounds and
movements of moveable objecta; but in the present instance,
all was quiet. From this time, 8.30, till 11,30, the light was
constantly visible, but in different forms. It remained
the table a full half hour, the eize and shape of a large melon..
As during this time it was passive, I asked if it could rise,
whereupon it immediately brightened, flashed out, and rising,
seemed a living breathing substance. By raps—*This is our most
important meeting, for it brings to our circle two powerful epirita
great and good.” The light became graduslly more powerful,
and so brilliant wpon the side opposite us as to illuminate that

art of the room. It now rose from the table, resting upon m;
Eead and shoulder, the drapery in the meantime touching and
falling upon our faces, with a peculiar scent of violets, Afier
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resting , and pressing my head and shoulder, wth the
weight oﬁ a lving Pkead, it descended to the floor. I was
now matisfied that the purﬁose of this meeting was some other
than the eppearance of the spirit of my wife. The light
DOw rose wrﬂl:e increased brilliancy, showing a head upon which
was a white cap surrounded by a frill. Seeing no face, I
asked what this meant, The reply was hy raps—* Ads when I
wae v11,’ This was correct, for it was to all appearances the
Eﬂlﬁm cap worn by my wife during her last illness. This
ving passed away, the light appeared again very brilliantly,
showing a crown composed apparently of oak leaves and flowers,
& very very beautiful manifestation. I had brought with me on
is oocasion some new cards of a larger size, different from any
before nsed, and had placed upon two of them private marke,
These I put upor a book on the table. In a few minutes they were
taken from the book, and one of them appeared near the floor,
s thres or four inches from the carpet—I could not
b] accurately—but the light brightly showed the centre card
) radiated from each side to a distance of some threa or four
inches—or, in other words, the card was the centre of a circle of
spirit-light, of a foot in diameter—while an imperfectly-shaped
hand, holdix:lg my small silver pencil, was placed upon the card and
moved quietly across from left to right, as though writing, and when
ishing & line, it moved quickly back to recommence another.
‘We were not permitted to look atthis very long at a time, as our
steedy gaze disturbed the operating forces—but it remained more
or less visible for nearly an hour. The full-formed hand was seen
only a portion of the time, but during all this time, a dark sub-
atance, rather smaller than the natural hand, held the pencil and
continued to write. One side of the card being finished, we saw
# reversed and the other page commenced. This is satisfactory
evidence of the reulity of spirit-writing, if any evidence can be
satisfactory. There could have been no possible deception here.
I held the medium’s hand: the door was locked, and every pre-
cauflon was taken by me as in previous instances. The identical
cards were returned subsequently covered with the finest writing.
¥ send them herewith :—

“ dugust 21st, 1861.—The following card was written in ex-
planation of the electrical chain, and its being broken:—

&4 The thread when broken is hard to mend, the work 18 not eas
Tt your conditions right, we surround you with influences whicﬁ
aid you to see us; these influences are o fine and pure that we
flnd it difficalt to keep them. When the chain is broken for a
long period the mind seems changed, the conditions become less

-elaotrical, and that which we worked so long to make perfect,
.disolves into more material things. For instance—You take a

E
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root and transplant it; its growth is retarded, and it takesa long
time to re-bloom in ita new change of =oil. Weare you to ccase
your investigations now and lose your interest—your ardency—we
could not come in form, You know not how much depends on
you fur all the blessings you receive, darling—heaven 18 bright
and beautiful. My home is there undisturbed by the cares of
earth, unshadowed by orrows—Oh, how happy, bow blessed in
you am [ my own! How can I say enough? 1 walk with you
daily through the sweet companionship of your thoughte, I hover
over you at night, and cover you with my mantle of love. While
you sleep and dream of me, visions of the future come silently
and vividly to you, Oh, my loved one, do you know how happy
ou make me by your faith and trust in me! Your own in
Keaven. # EsteLLe "
“ August, 28¢h, 1861.—The following explanation of the
disap;:earauce of cards, &ec., was written by the spirits :—

¢+ My darling—We conceal the cards in the sphere of the
medium, and make themn invisible to the naked eye ss other
atmospherical substances are. You have yet to learn that the
atmosphere has great power, and does great wonders for the
creation of men, We conceal the cards in the shadow of our
spiritual atmosphere, and then we swrround them with an elec«
trical covering which withdraws them from the sight. Let Dr.
Franklin explain, he can better. 43 EgTRLLE.

[By rapeﬁ :—%Do not be disappointed at the writing., The
excitement in your mind disturbs e, and makes my hand guiver.”
[The writing of both the previous and the following card was
irm%ﬂnr and not as well done as usual.] Explanation continued
by Dr. F.:—

%t Let me explain the disappearance of the cards. We first
spiritualize them so that you cannot see them, then we retain
them between the two spheres, the natural and the spiritnal. In
this way we can often make material objects so spiritual that the
naked eye cannot behold them, and thus retain them between the
two spheres. 'We use elements of the atmosphere for our channel,
and the elements of the atmosphere are the cﬁannel through which
we manifest. Paper is most easily irade invisible. Be net
doubtful whenthings appearvague and incomprehensible.—B, F,'"

4 September 118h~—The fullowing directions were written
upon a card—

ti Meet on Friday evening, for the purpose of seeing me in
form, The hour, half-past seven ; the place upstairs. t your
minds be calm and undisturbed; have &ith, and do net mar the
success by making oxclamations,, My son, fulfil the conditi
and 1 Wﬂ{ appear as naturally as when on earth, Once more,
entreat you, be calm; be not disturbed; have faith. The circle
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will all be here to aid me. Wonder not at their wish to come.
Of one clay God hath formed us all, and the good love to come
where they can do good. Friday will be our greatest manifestation
yot given, but not the greatest to be given.—B. ¥. My darling,
you have at times disturbed dear Dr. Franklin by your kttle
impatience. Do you know how much depends upon you? By
gotting up, you greatly disturb us. Do not leave your seat
until we telﬁ you., Every time you get up, you break the chain.
—EsrELLE. "
¥ Friday Eveming, September 13, 1861.—Unfortunately, the
appointment for this evening, at half-past seven, was not punec-
tﬁ;ﬂ kept, and it was half-past eight before we were seated at
the table. I locked the door, talung the key after the usual
carefnl examination of the room. e sat in quiet for three
quarters of an hiour, when I became impatient from the }
of time elapsing without a demonstration and was answered—
¢ No failure to-naght, be patient.! 1 was then told to ‘open the
i’ ' to admmt fresh air, and sfterwards to ‘ darken.’ “Imme-
diately uponresuming myseat, a light appeared upon the floor some
four or five feet behind us, and rose with a rustling and rattling
somnd. This light assumed the form of a cylinder or canister,
abount six inches long by three in diameter, enveloped as usual in
exquisite folds, while after each display a dark covering was
thrown over it. This cylindrical hght was waved over the
table and shaken, producing the electrical rattle, and throwing
its radiations upon the spint, who was now discovered to be
standing directly in front, where she remained for an tnnsual
length of time, frequently changing her floral decorations, and
sssuming a great variety of positions. At first, she appeared as
she had done before; tien, with a lﬁa rose in her har, placed
behind the temple. The light then had the dark covering thrown
over it. A ratthing was heard. She again appeared, and a
small white rose was seen on her forehead; and again, with a lock of
hair drawn acrosa one eye ; then again, with a bunch of white tube-
roess just behind the left ear in her hair, I asked to see her
hand, when ehe came forward holding a pink rose and violets—
the hand and arm distinetly visible. By raps, we were told to
¢ Notice the flowers,’ which seemed so natural that I asked if they
wore not real flowers. The answer was, ‘ Yes, real flowers to us.’
The room was warm, and a pearl-handled fan, which had been
in use, was lying upon the table, together with a blank card,
which had been placed there accidentally. Suddenly, in the
absence of the light, the fan was heard to move, and open and
shut. Upon the pext appearance, I wes very much astonished
to see the spirit of my wi?e standing before us, holding the fan
open before a portion of her face, while the blank card ;va.s beld
E

sk
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by a dark form about a foot above the table, the light shining full
upon each. By raps, it was spelt, * Dr. Franklin holds the card.’
On locking carefully while the card seemed thus suspended, I dis~
covered a dark form behind it, but saw no other face but that of
my wife, The fan was opened and shut several times in full
view while we were looking at it, and afterwards it was placed
in my band. The card was taken from its first position, and
held in front of the spirit’s eyes like a mask, and buth the fan
and the card were seen in a variety of positions. For an hour
and a half the spirit thus stood before us, at intervals invisible ;
but during these intervals of invisibility, the changes of position
and of flowers and robes werc arranged, each change bei
accompanied by the rustling sounds so often adverted to. The
Light gequently rested upon the head or shoulder of the medium
' gathering power,’ and 1n consequence of the nervousness thus
Broducad, and the delay at the outset, the spirit purporting to be

r. Franklin, probably found it difficult, if not impossible, to
make himself visible.

% September 14¢h, 1861.—The following card was written on
Saturday evening, Sept. 14, after my return from a drive in the
Central Park. band of music hady enlivened the scene, and the
music, together with the beauty of the park, is alluded to :—

“+] have been with you to-day, dear Charley, I kissed
your brow, and many times looked in your face to see if it still
wore that look of peace and happiness which I love to see.
Your thoughta were of the earth, but mine were with you, and
though music filled the air, there was nothing so sweet to me a8
Iw)rmu- voice. The cerulean heaven holds more happiness than the

egutiful place which you have to-day visited; but there are no
ficlds on earth Lalf so beautiful as those through which your
! Estelle’ wanders to bless her Charley. There are pleasant
paths on earth for you to walk in, green and fresh. There is a
sky above you, ealm and serene. There are clouds also, which
will often come to mar the happiest moment, The flower fadeth
the grass withereth, and the sky above you grows dark and
Elmmy; but the happiness that we feel, and the light which we

ave given you, lives for ever. Oh, dear Charley, what if
weary cares come? What, if disappointments shadow over yon?
Bear them all. 'What are the troubles of life to bear, when you
have one in heaven to share them with you? Always be happy
dear Charley, for I share both your happiness and sorrow. 1
long to cotne to you again in form. I long to stand before you
as naturally as when in the earth-form. I long to speak to you
face to face. Love to dear patient little C, . Sood night,
good night.

4t EsTELLE Y
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% Sept. 15, 1861.—Copy of card written on the above date—

#¢ My Son—When the atmosphere is eold, we shall have no
difficultien, no obstructions, and the promises which we have
made will be strictly fulflled with man blessings, Of one
thing let me warn you. When you sit at Kome avoid exertion
of any kind, but more particularly warn those who sit with you,
to avoid all and any exertion on their part, lest they cause in-
volun: movements of the table, and thus mar the beautiful
traths which should never he tarnished b thought, word or deed.
‘We can accomplish all without the sic{ of mortals, and Intter
will be the life of those who attempt to deceive, or misuse
this truth, Your truth and sinccrity are bright gema in your
nature. This is why I take pleasure in communicating with
you, and this is why I have chosen you to work through, My
eon, good night. “¢BeNy. Frankiin,"”

¢ Written conununications are not tinctured by the refloc-
tion of another mind. We come to you without a shadow.
This is why we are so happy to write our messages.

¢ BENJ. FRANELIN,'"

 September 22nd, 1861.—By accident we were behind time
about half an hour, when the following reproof was written on
a card, which I send to you. :
“iMy Son—PromStness is requisite always to accomplish

great obl]ects. A kingdom has been lost before now, for want of
punctuality ; henco it 1s, that we often fail in fulfilling a promise,
and are obli

ged to wait for some future opportunity to carry
out our wishes and promises, which we would never f!;.il in were
the conditions favourable. Always keep in your mind the
importance of the electrical chain which unites us with yourselves.
@ are very finely linked, and therefore the comnection is very
easily marred. When I name a meeting for the purpose of
coming to you in form, you must endeavour to be here at the
very moment, a8 we lose power by walting for you ‘to pather)
We are always ten minutes before the time, and when I was in
the furm, I never kept a party waiting for me—never failed to
meet all my engagements. Once, when quite a lad, not being
able to find my hat, I walked five miles barcheaded, in order to
get a eituation in a printing-office. The time is approaching
when all that we have promised will be fulfilled. My son, you
have a betier conception of this subject, and more clearly under-
stand it than some who have atudied it for years, Be and
faithful to your faith, . # Beny. Frayguin,'”

“ September 26th, 1861, —After the usual preliminaries, &
terrific knock upon the table startled us, This was made by &
hoavy piece of marble, by chance lying upon the bureau, which
was brought across the room by the spirits for the purpose. A
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brilliant light now rose, accompanied with rustlings and the
electrical rattlin%! and the spirit of my wife stood before us
¢ enveloped in white and flowers) Her face wass radiant with
spiritual life and beauty and expression, The light was held
by an outstretched srm and hand passing across her wailst, and
displaying dimly the figure to which it belonged., After five
“or six appearances of my wife, the light res n the floor
some L0 feet distant from me, then nsing, it suddenly darted
across the room backwards and forwards, until having gaived
sufficient power, it flashed brightly upon the wall, and brought
into relief the entire figure of a large heavy man, who stood
before us, Ho was rather below the medium height, but broad-
shonldered, heavy, and dressed in black, his back towards us, and
his face not visible. He appeared thus three times very perfectly,
remaining in view each time for abvut a minnte. 6 moment
his entire form was discerned by us, rappings commenced gimul-
taneously in all parts of the room, which continued during
the time he was in sight, as if to express delight at the achieve-
ment of 8 new success. On asking if the spirit we saw was that
of Dr. Franklin, we were answered in the affirmative by three
heavy dull knocks upon the floor, as though made by a heavy
foot, which were several times repeated. %uring this aittin% the
spirit of my wife approached, tapping me upon the shoulder,
smoothing my hair, and caressing me, while Aer long tresses ae
natural as in Uife dropped over my face, with the pecultar scont
of delicate freshly gathered violets. A new and very curious
manifestation now took place, shewing us how the echoes were
produced, and there was spelt out: ‘Igtrh'ng, kave you not been
rewarded? The light in producing these echoes or explosions
assumed s fily shape, nearly the size of my head, and 8o brilliant
as to light the entire surface of a table and the centre of the room
g0 that Miss Fox and I could see each other distinctly, as we
s various objects in the room. Then bounding up and
from the sn of the table some 12 or 18 inches it struck the
table, and descending on my arm, produced the raps or echoes.”

W September 27.—The tollowing waa written upon a card, in
explanation of the manifestations OF last evening :—

¢ ¢ My darling—I was eo h:i})py to come here to you last night
with Dr. F' ; and on that aweet occasion when I could
come in flowers and white robes, with a crown of happiness, I
was very happy, and 1 know that dear Dr. Franklin was over-
joyed. He lost hie ‘gower in lending all bis aid to me. Next
time you will see his face: the effort last night aided bim greatly
for the next meeting, Good night, darling. ¢ EsTeLLE.”

#¢We wish you to meet to-morrow might, but not for the
purpose of sceing us. We will not attempt again to comein

_ A
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form nntil we have a cold atmosphere; but it is well to meet
often, in order to keep the chain perfect, Great manifestations
ere in preparation for yon. I long to come again in form: it
must be on a cold night. “ip, Fo7

“ On_another evening I wrote a namber of questions for
Dr, Franklin to answer, which was done categorically in writing,
on cards, which I also send to you. I think it only necessary to
claim especial attention to the following :—

QuesTionNs vor DR, FraxxLm. AXSWERS,
No. 1.—TFor u test, ] wieh youtogive | No. 1,—I was bom in the year
me the year of your {irth ? 17086,

No. 2.—Alsutlat of yourdeparture ? | No. 2.—Departed the earth-life in
the year 1790, after a ecalm
struggls for life on the might of
Agpril 17th, a little Lefore mid-
night, *

# The questiona were put by me without premeditation, and
without bemg seen by any one ; and it 1s most important that I
should add, neither [ nor the medium knew the date of Dr.
Franklin's birth or death, which, on reference afterwards, I was
pleased and surprised to find had been correctly given by :‘.ha

Q ¥

gpirit. L :

In a former number of the Magazine, I gave the history of the
spirit-drawings in my possession obtained through the mediumship
of Mrs. French and Mrs. Mapes, which have excited very great
interest,

Mra. Mapes, it will be recollected, had never been instructed,
and had no knowledge of drawing, but spiritually influenced, she
now produces most perfect specimens of the art in water colours.
Of the two drawings which ﬁrs. Mapes kindly presented to me—
one 19 an iris, and the other is a collection of American autumnal
leaves, Both were commenced and tompleted n littls more than
an hour ! Tt was suggested to e that no artist could copy them
in loes than two days. I am now told by Mr. Heaphy, an artist
of known celebrity, who has examined them with great care, that
there is & peculiar stereoscopic effect in one of the drawings which
cannot be imitated by any process known to the artists of this
country. This tostimony i3 most important and intercsting, and
confirms, to a certain extent, the spintual origin which is clazmed

¥ On the 17th of April, 1790, about 11 v'clock at night, he qlﬁeif}ly ived,
elosing a long and useful lifs of 84 years and throe months V—Vide Life of

Bergamin Franklin,
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for these drawinga, The following is Mr. Heaphy™s note to mie
on the subject, which I publish with his permiasion :—
* 5, Bulstrode-street, Manchester-square,
u Sir,—1 I in the deain 1531.

My dear Sir,—1I was greatly interested in the drawi ou

showedyto me &8 Ba.ving hgerj e'zecuted by, or with the ud?of
irtté. You sre aware, that while I respect the arguments

Bpiritualists, I am not a Spiritualist myself. I must, how-
ever, say that the drawings In question possess man i
points, ially one of them representing a number of leaves of
plants. This drawing is highly coloured; and, on being looked
at throngh a powarfuf lena, the surface of the fea.ve&—-—especially
of the red one—possesses a reality of appearance quite stereo-
scopic. Indeed, E was obliged to pass my finger repeatedly over
the surface of the paper to assure myself that the surface was
flat. Having been an artist from my childhood, more especiall
in water colt;ixlrs—as vsr.m:1 my tlfaat]lietll.: before me—I dthink that
am pretty well acquainted wr e processes nsed i painting ;
but ﬁzt candidly confess that I know of no proeemi- m
the effect T mention ean be produced; and were I to oEer any
sum of money, however large, to-morrow, for the production of
such a work, I should not expect to obtainit. Though, as I eaid
gbove, I am no Spiritualist, yet, In a matter of a work of art, I cen
kave no objection in stating my honest opinion.

#] remain, dear Bir, yours faithfully,

i B, Coleman, Esq."” “TroMAS HEAPHY.

My first introduction to Spiritualism occurred in the early
part of 1855. At that period, I resided in the village of Ealing,
and within a few doors of the residence of Mr. and Mrs, Rymer,
at whose house Mr. Home, the celebrated medium, was then
living as one of the family.
As Mr. Rymer and I travelled to town every day by the
same conveyance, I was told by him of the wonders then taking
lace nightly at his house Mr, Home’s mediwmehip.
eing invited to join a circle, I heard, for the first tims, ﬂfe
rapping sounds, 1 held an aceordion in my own hand apart from
any one, whilst the air I asked for was most beauti played
upon it, and I witnessed a variety of phenomena, that at ancs
satisfied mo of a reality of which I had no previous conception. On
another occasion, I eaw at his house and felt the spirit-handas, and ¥
was present when s large-sized drawing-room table rose uatly
and steadily to the ceiling of the room, and descended agsin to
the floor, with no more sound, than if it had been a mow-flake.
I know that amongst some hundreds of visitors, who were
tnvited during the months Mr, Home resided with Mr. Rymer,

d—‘
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Sir Edward Bulwer Lytton, and Sir David Brewster, attended
more than one séance, and were witnesses of some very striking
phenomena, and that Mrs, Trollope; the talented suthoress, who,
as she herself said, made the journey from Florence for no other
object, than to see these wonders fyor herself, was also a visitor.
Bhe remained many days in the house with Mr. Home, and had
almost hourly proofs of the presence and agency of spirits,  After
this lady left, she wrote a letter to Mrs, Rymer, in which she
said, ** My visit has given a pillow to my old age 1little dreamt
of.” T refer to these early reminiscences for the purpose of intro-
duci:f the name of an American lady, who arrived about that

iod, and became the guest of the Kymer family.. I allude to

. A, E, Newton, of Boston, a quiet, unassuming person of child-
like appearance and manners, but gifted, in a remarkable degree,
with mediumistic powers of a very high order. She could notin~
duce physical manifestations; but she saw spirits—wasimpressed by
them—impelled to act independently of her own volition, and her
organe of speech would at times be controlled bty' minds foreign
torﬁ own. The spirits of friends or relatives of the individuals
with whom she was in conversation, would speak through her
whilat ehe was apparently in her normal condition. She appeared
to be an earnest Christian woman, thoroughly versed in the Bible,
which she quoted with great readiness, and she talked at all times
with an esse and fluency which was surprising, and seemed Like
inspiration.

To the advantage of having made this highly gifted lady's
ascquaintance, I owe a great source of happiness. It was her
earnest eloquence, that first impressed my mind with the meanin,
and tendency of what at first appeared to me, whether inﬂueneeﬁ
or not by spirits, to be undignified and ohjectless manifestations.
I soon, however, through her brilliant exemplifications, realized
the wisdom of the words of the Apostle Paul, when he says that
“God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the
wise, and the weak things of the world to confound the mighty.”
Thus was the blank wall of ignorance and educated prejudices
at this time overthrown, and an entirely new vista opened to my
refreshod senses. 1 accepted the fact that these manifestations
were effacted by epirits, and I thus saved myself from being
further bewildered by the futile and contradictory theories of

philosophers,

I recollect an incident occurring at that time which conclusively
proved Mrs. Newton's medinmship. A Mr. Holmes engaged her
one evening in conversation. He waa confeasedly a materialis
and of course a]::-l clﬁll;%lieverill)l Spi 'tuia:iam. He s:f.rted BEV
propositions, whi e combated in language 8o uent, and
manner so earnest, and with reasoning 8o logical, that Mr. Holmes
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wags speedily driven into a corner, and at length he said, *“Waell,
well, all that you have arged may be true, but it does not con~
vinee me, and indeed nothing will, until 1 have direct evidenco
from some one whose memory I revere. 1If, for instance, I could
obtain & manifestation from my mother, it wounld go far to
satisfy my donbts.” “ Why,” exclaimed Mrs. Newton, it 13
your mother's spirit who has impressed me to speak these truths to
you; Isee her standing by your eide; her name is Betsy, and
she ¢ accompanied by the spirit of your child Ellen ; they tmplore

ou to believe that there is & spirit-world and a life immortal,”

. Holmes's countenance changed, and he became silent. Tasked
him if he recognized the names, and he admitted that his mother’s
pame was Betay, and that he had lost an infant daughter, whose
name was Ellen. But the seed in this instance was scattered on
 gtony ground,” as I found, on meeting him some years after,
that he was still an unbeliever,

On my arrival at Boston, I at once made a visit to my in-
teresting friend, and was introduced to her hushand and children.
Mr.Newton I knew, of course by reputation, as one of the best
writers and most earnest advocates of the spiritnal faith, and by
his contributions to various periodicals, ansphis papers recently
published in the Spiritual Magazine ; he is known to many in this
country, snd recognized by all, as an excellent Christian man and
& profound philosopher. He and his gifted wife were ected
members of a Congregational Church, at Boston, from which body
they fel{ compelled to secede, about eight years ago, upon thewr
conversion to s belief in Spiritoalism, Since then have
suffered severe trials for the maintenance of their 'l'a.it.h; and I
hope those who have received pleasure and advantage from their
teﬂdﬁnﬁn will join with me in raising the means of presenting to
Mr. and Mrs. Newton some substantial testimony to mark our
apprecistion of the services they have rendered to the cause.

eir reasons for seceding from the Congregationslists wero
iven in & letter, which they addressed to the membera of the
hurch; and as this letter will best illustrate the characters of
Mr. and Mrs, Newton, and at the same time convey much useful
snd interesting instroction to my readers, I feel that I cannot do
better than to transfer a portion of it to these pages, and in doing
80 I especially invite the attention of those who admit the facta but
insist on the phenomena being of Satanic origin—to the clear and
unanswerable position taken up on this head, in their eloquent
sddrees, from which I make the following extracts :—%

 Dear Brothers and Sisters—The undersigned are induced

to intrude themeelves upon your attention in this extracrdmary

* Minisiry fa Raalized: A Letter to the Edwards Con Honal
Churoh, Buatmffﬂ'%mwam Londen. v Brogw
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manner, in consequence of a series of most extraordinary events
and experiences, t0 which, in the providence of God, they have
recently been called, and which, they conceive, lay upon them the
burden of an unusual duty.

% Our ¢ manner of life’ from the time when we became con~
nected with you in church relationship, is known to you all,—to
some of you it is known for a much longer period,—* that after
the most straitest sect of our religion we have lived’ Orthodox
Congregationalists, When we sought to be received inte your
fellowship, it waa from the sincere desire, as expressed at the
time, to render ourselves more useful in the kingdom of Chris
and thus to attain higher degrees of advancement in apuritu
lifs ; though we wish not to be understood as claiming any special
pun?' of motive in this respect. When we assented to your
creed, it was with sincerity and cordiality, believing it to embrace
& very nccurate epitome of the Christian faith, aceording to the
light we then hmf And we had little expectation, at that time,
that any further light would dawm upon us or the world while we
should remain in the body.

¢ But we feel bound to make known to you that it has pleased
the Father of Lights, ‘ from whom cometh down every good and
perfect gift,’ within the past few months, to shed & new and
glorious ligilt upon our pathway, and to open our eyes to clearer
and higher perceptions of His truth, His wisdom, and His wonder-
working providence. This has been done ir a manner most
unexpected to us, and, in latter times, most extraordi 3 but
the revelation has been attended with such convincing and over-
whelming proofs, as to leave in our minds, after & most deliberate
and invasﬁ%::l;on, no possible guestion as to its heavenly
origin. As we have freely received, we feel bound freely to give;
mﬂe cannot be ¢ disobedient to the heavenly vision,’ without
rejectin.% the most positive convictions of truth ever formed in
our minds, and resisting the clearest obligations of duty ever felt
by our consciences,

“ Aware of the seneitiveness nsually felt in our denomination
: ing any variation from the commonly received standards of
faith and holding no truths which we*desire to coneeal, and none
in which you are not equally concerned with ourselves, we have
{uﬁg&d it proper, in Christian frankness and confidence, to lay

ore you a concise and truthful statement of the pomition
which we now find ourselves, and of the wonderful means through
which we have becn brm:ght to it, Buch a statement we feel to
be due to oursclves, in order that we may not be held responsible
for views which we no longer entertain; and also due to you, that
you may not be considered ss endorsing the orthodoxy of our
present convictions, should you fail to be convinced of their truth.
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We then invite your candid attention to a brief narrative of
observation and experience.

“{Tpwards of two years gince we were mnduced, by the solicita=
tion of an esteemed and intelligent friend, to witness for eurselves
certain extraordinary phenomena, which he believed were produced
by the agency of disembodied spirits,—alleging that he had re-
‘ceived convincing proofs of the presence and a%l'ﬂ];%y to communicate
of personal friends who had been long in the spirit-world. Wa
complied with the solicitation, from the convietion thai it was
neither manly nor Christian to refuse to investigate & subjeet
fraught with consequences of such interest and importance )
every human being. ¢ PROVE ALL THINGS ; hold fast that which
13 good,’ i8 a maxim sanctioned egually by common sense and |
divine anthority. There seemed to be nothing ahsurd or ime
possible in the supposition that spirite of the departed should
manifest themselves, since it was the almost universal sentiment
of Christendom, not only that angels are ‘ministering spirits® to
human beings In the body,—having charge over them in all
their ways,’ and ‘encamping round about to deliver them,’—
but that our departed friends aleo, having become ¢as the
angels,’ are among that ¢ great cloud of witnesses’ who en-
compass us about,” watching over ns with undiminished Iove,
and endeavouring to lead us upward toward the realms of puri
and bliss. That they should wisk to make us sensible of their
presence and love, that we might more fully realize the benefits
of their ministration, seemed extremely probable; and that the
meuns of gratifying this wish might be granted them in this
latter day, when ADVANCEMENT seems to he the order of God's
providence in mnz:l'f7 department of human interest, appeared by
no means impossible.

i The results, however of this iuveati&ation, at that time, were
{for reasons then not apparent, but which have since been made
plain to us} far from satisfactory. Though we witnessed pome
striking evidences of invisible intelligent nﬁﬁm&y,.there was
nothing by which this agency could be positively identified; and
the conclusion seemed most in aceordi.:rca with our previous
opinions, that if any agenty beyond that of human bengs was
concerned, it was that of evil and seducing spirits.

% Bome months subsequently to this we were led again to
attempt the investigation, under cireumstances more favourable
to arriving at a satisfactory conclusion. At this time publie
attention was beginning to be turned somewhat extensively to
the subject, and many were yielding credence to these wmarvels,
as the precursors or attestations of a new dispensation of Diving
truth, "We felt that if thess thinge were from the Spirit of Evil
that fact could and onght to be sscertained and exposed; sud
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that it did not become those who profess to have had their minds
enlightened, and their spiritual perceptions guickened to discern
between truth and error, between evil and good, to sit by with
folded hands, and not attempt to rescue from this new ¢snare of
the devil’ those who were being ‘taken captive by him at his
will.” It must first, however, %e proved to e a snare of the
devil, lest, in onr efforts at rescue, we should ¢be found even to
fight against Ged.” This proof could not be obtained without a
candid personal examination, and such we resolved to make, as
the only basis of a rational conviction.

% The results of the first interview were of the most surprising,
yea, astounding character. An intelligence, claiming to be the
spirit of a venerated parent, who had long since passed within the
veil, manifested its presence, and addressed to one of us a com-
munication glowing with parental affection, and breathing the
very spirit of the upper realm. This was accompanied by the
statement of a number of facta pertaining to his earthly life, none
of which, we were fully satisfied, could have been known to any
E;:}rson bodily present, except the inquirer, and some of them un-

own even to him at that time. Although the investigation
had been approached with minds on the alert, and perceptions
sharpened, to detect collusion, imposture, deception, or diabolism
in any of its forms, no trace of them could be perceived; all was
conducted with evident frankness and candour on the part of
those concerned ; and no solution of the mystery was then arrived
at, and no adequate one has since been offersd, which does not
recogniize the agency of invisible intelligent beings. A trumpet-
blast from the clouds could scarcely have heen more startling to
our prejudices and unbelief than was that message from the higden
world. For days it secmed as if a voice from heaven was indeed
ringing in our astonished ears, and never were our souls more
deeply stirred than by that solemn exhortation to *lead a life of
holiness and sobriety on earth)’ that we might receive the ¢ crown
of glory,” and the Divine benediction when we should enter upon
the life to come. .

# As may be well supposed, the intorest awakemed by this
oceurrence was sufficient to lead to a further investigation. But
a truth 8o novel and startling could not be at once received,
however demonstrative and convineing the evidence upon which
it rested. Nor was it until evidence had accumulated upon
avidence, and proof became piled upon proofy—not until manifes-
tations of the most marvellous character had been repeatedly
witnessed under a great variety of circumstances, and notwith-
standing the application of every conceivable test,—that we could
consent to acknowledge even to ourselves a belief in the agency
of spiritual beings. ﬁat belief, however, in epite of prejudico
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and seepticism,—in epite of the gemeral cry of |humbug’ and
* imposture’—in spite of all a.ttempgt‘:!:)f ‘ scientific men’ to explain
the marvels on the basis of materialiam (which explanations we
found to be in every case wholly inadequate to account for what
we witnessed), that belief became at length foreed upon our minds
by irresistible evidence, -

“ But the question still pressed upon us, Who wera these
invisible things; and what their character and designs? They
claimed to be the spirits of departed human beings—some of
them insisted that they were our relatives and friends who had
thrown off the mortal tomement, and arisen to a higher form of
Life—and they furnished most startling and inexplicable proofs of
their identity, They professed to be thus manifesting themeelvos
to our outward senses for the purest and holiest of purposes —to
re-awaken long buried affection, and cause the conscious reunion
of our hearts with the ¢ loved and lost,” who indeed were not loat
but ever watching around us to dissipate the clouds of fear, and
ignorance, and doubt, which hang over the portals of the tomb;
to quicken our faith in the realities of the unseen world, and the
glories that there await the earnest seeker for truth and goodnesag
and to proclaim the speedy coming on earth of that glorions
promised day, when ‘the face of the covering cast over all people,
and the veil that is epread over all nations,” shall be removed ;
when ‘death shall be swallowed up in victory,’ and ¢the tears
wiped away from all faces.”

“ Were they what they claimed to be, or were they deceivers?
‘Ware they good spirits, or evil? Or were they both good and
evil? Some people were ready to decide at once, that, if spirits,
they must be evil, and, therefore, wholly to be svoided. But this
was a condemnation without a trial. The injunction of the apostle
is, —and it was now aeen to have an application before \mw
of—not to reject them altogether, but to ® fry the spirits whether
they be of God."” 'This certainly implies that some are of God,
anJY some not. And surely, if any dependence can be placed upon
the representations of the Seriptures on the subject, we are sur-
rounded and watched over by ministers of good ss troly as of
evil; and why should the former, whose duty it is to have ¢ charge
over us in all our ways,’ neglect to interfere, and warn us of, and
save ns from the machinations of the latter? To suppoes they
were not allowed to do 20 would be inconsistent with the goodness
and Promiscs of God.

“ But some will ask, at the outset, Is not all converse with
spirits forbidden by the Deity? We reply that we know no
evidence of such prohibition, except as regards evil or undeveloped
spirita, and with snch we have no desire for intercourse, If the
prohibitions given through Moses included good as well s evi),
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then they were transgressed by Mosca himself; for did he not
talk with the ‘angel at the bush?’ And did he not receive the
law ‘by the ministration of angels,’ spending forty days with
them in the mount? It was transgresae?i also by Samuel, Elijah,
Isajah, Lizekiel, Danicl, and doubtless all the prophets, for do
they not describe their interviews with gpiritual beings, sometimes
terming them ‘men,’ and again ‘angels of the Lord?’ It was
trans%'ressed also by Christ at the transfiguration, and by the
apostles and others in numerous instances. And, lastly, John the

evelator wrote the whole book of the Apocalypse under the
direction and inspiration of an ‘angel,” who, st the end, announced
himself to be his ¢ follow-servant, and of his brethren the prophets.’

It was thus evidently our duty not to condemn or avoid all
indiscriminately, but to distinguish between them. Moreover,
the rule by which they were to be tried was given, both by the
a(.g:;:tle and by Christ. * Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus

ist is come in the flesh is of God.’ By their fruits shall
know them.” Having thus the tests put into our hands, with the
all-sufficient promise, * If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of
God, who ﬁweth unto all men liberally, and it shall be given
youz’ wity should we refrain from applymg them ?

‘ The most favourable opportumities were offered us for
making thie investigation ; ang they were carefully and prayer-
fully improved. Yor several successive months did we continue
te apply to what was transpiring nnder our notice, through the
medinmslip of others, the keenest powers of observation, and the
highest exercise of moral perception which have been granted us,
ever seeking aid and light from Him who has said, ¢ Ask, and ye
shall receive.’

“ At length these intelligences from another ephere began to
manifest themselves to us in a manner most unlocked for, and
diverse from anything we had eisewhere witnessed, in the quietness
and seclusion of our own home, and without the intervention of
any other person, I'rom small and gentle begimﬁnEs they have
gone forward, as we were able to bear the increasing hght, to give

eater and higher and clearer proofa of the reality of their presence
geir identity, and their heavenly mission; uniil, through a pcnufi
of Bix or seven montha, we have been permitted, as we believe,
the almost daily enjoyment of the sweetest and most intimate
communion with the epirite of ¢ just ones made perfect’ abave,

“ We cannot undertake to detail to you in this communication
the extraordinary scenes which we have passed thromagh, nor to
recite the wonderful messages we have listened to during this

iod. A volume would be required to present the subject
adequately to your minds. Nor will we attempt to describe the
mental strugles which it has cost ws to overcome the barriers of

*
>
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Eejudice, and yield our hearts to the truths and convictions whichk:
ve been irresistibly forced mpon us. 'We can mention only thes
E:neral features of our experience, with the results to which we:
ve been led. _
% Firet, That there are falso and wicked spirits seeking in thix
way to communicate with men, is a8 fully evident as that there
are faise and wicked men in this life, and they are to be judged in
the same manner, by their words and worka. The fact that the-
human body may he possessed and controlled by evil ?irita, is, to-
us, no longer & a? history, but of observation ; an mom]:imn
once have we been called npon to ¢ cast out devils in the nama of
Christ.” Through the earlier part of our experience, it was s
matter of perplexing inquiry how we might be secure from the
snnoyances and deceptions practised upon us by these ill-dispoeed:
intelligences. At length the whole question was solved in a
manner go plain that we wondered it should have caused us any
difficulty. e were taught that the great law of attraction or
affinity holds a8 universally in the spiritual as in the physesl
world ; that we draw around us spirits like ourselves, those whose-
motives, feelings, aspirations, are most in affinity with our ows,.
and that if we wonld attract only the good, the pure, the exaltedy"
we must ourselves be pure-minded, sincere, devout; and the
chaunel of communication must also be pure and elevated.”

The charge of & young family, domestic cares and perplexities
forced upon them by the straitened circumstances in which they
have been kept ever since their reception of the new lig ? have
been unfavourable to the full development and exercise of Mre
Newton's peculiar faculty ; but her husband acknowledges that he
owes his success, when writing on spiritual subjects, almost entively
to her inspired suggestions, and her varied experience of psycha~
logical a.nﬁ inspirational phenomena have given him rare appor:
tunities for their careful investigation under the best conditions.

I was informed of the circumstances that influenced Mrs..
Newton’s visit to England at the period I have mentioned, which
are curious and interesting. It appears that she was on a visit’
in a distant part of the country, and one day, while she wad
ascending, for air and exercise, one of the Alleghany Mountains,
entirely alone and no human presence near, the words “ You
must go to Furope” were spoken to her inner hearing with
startling distinctness and force. At that time nothing seemed
more improbable than ber compliance with this injunction. But
soon af}gr, invisible intelligences—sometimes through other -
medituns, and again directly to herself—hegan to set %orth the
desirableness of & visit to the Old World. Various reasons
were urged, but prominent among them was the importance of
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making koown in England the elovated and practical views of
the significance of the great movement which was then influencin
80 large o number of the inhsabitants of the Western World, an:
by ber personal mediumship, to effect an immediate rappors
“between some of the prominent minds of the two continents.

It was also said that travel would be beneficial to herself in
an educational point of view, to fit her more completely for future
usefulness. At length, after the lapse of some months, her
husbard and friends were satisfied of the propriety of her mission,
and she trusting, as she has told me, to a protecting Providence,
which had.&lrea.d,y carried her through many scenes of trial, made
up her mind to separate herself from her busband and young
fmm']ﬂz to whom she was most devotedly attached, and to p
herself with very slender means, to obey and follow her le;ﬁ;
to accomplish what she considered a sacred duty.

That she had been mstrumental in impressing many minds
with a sense of the deep religious significance of the new un-
folding, has been abundantly evidenced by numercus testimonials
received from England since her return home. ‘That she was

rotected in a very marked manner, was amply shown by the

t of her being welcomed on her arrival, though sn eutire
stranger without credentials, by several families, and hy them
tenderly and affectionstely cared for. 1 may mention, as pro-
minent in these scts of kindness, the names of Mr. and .
Rymer, who in their turn bave gince been called on to make
geat sacrifices for the cause of Spiritnalism ; and Mr. William

~\(Cox, a gentleman who has ever been foremost in disseminating
the truth of Spiritualiam, with the phenomena of which he has
been acquainted for more than five-and-twenty years.

In closing my remarks on Mrs. Newton, 1 will relate one
further proof of her peculiar gifts, as shown in the following touch-
ing incident, evincing spirit affection, which recently occurred :—

A gentleman, an entire stranger, having official business with
the Bureau of Emigration, with which Mr. Newton is connected,
arrived from Hayti. Immediately on hearing of his arrival,
Mrs. Newton felt the presence of a spirit, who seemed to take a
deep interest in this gentleman. o spirit urged her to make
him a gift of S8owers. These flowers were meant to be emble-
matic, and she was shown in vision a iar arrangement which
it was desired shonld be made of them. They were, she was
told, to comsist of a full-blown white rose, with a little red bud
beside it ; the two were to be placed in u swall pasteboard box,
between two layers of pure cotton wool, the top layer to be
tarned down, like the upper sheet of a bed. Though wmable to
discover the object of all this, the wish was carried out b
Mrs, Newton, and the flowers were presented to the gentleman wi

. F
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o statement of the facts a3 above related. On receiving the
flowers he was much surprised and affected, and’]:ﬂ;:zﬁiffnaﬂ
" that just before leaving Hayti he had lost a tenderly devoted
wife, who had died after giving birth to & child, and that mether
and infant—the full-blown rose and the little bud—had been
consigned to the fomb side by side.

Mr. Freeland, an intelligent, gentlemanly young man, called
on me at my hotel, ex Iainlgng the object o{ HBHE‘Tlé‘It to be, that
hearing of my visit to b?ew York, and tﬂm’.t 1 was enqguiring into the
subject of Spiritualism, he was anxious that I should make the
acquaintance of his friend Mr. Andrews. Iought not, he paid, to
leave the country without seeing Mr. Andrews, and hearing his

ecoliar views ; and he thought I should also be interested with

rs. Andrews, who is a remarkable trance medium. I accordingly
accompanied Mr. Froeland at once, and was introduced to
gentleman and his wife, who reside in a superior house, with all
comforts about them, The walls of the room in which wo sat
were hung with a variety of frames, containing trite aphorisms and
moral exhortations. Mr. Andrews, who is a man of education, pas
the middle age, of grave mien, and evidently a serious and
thinker, explained to me that hg{ and a few ithm:is weaeedex} ged
in organizing a society, spirdtually originated, and guided, for
universal regeneration of mankind, whg:-lclll:aembrace the establish~
ment of a Catholic Church, in the broadest sense of the word.
“Of course,” he remarked with & smile, “I and my followers are
looked upon by the multitude as a band of madmen.” The plan
of this partidproposes 8 NEW BPIRITUAL GOVERNMENT FOR THR
WORLD, called THE PANTARCHY, which includes & NEw CuURCH
and 5 New STATE, with, to use his own language, ‘ all other
subordinate institutions, e&ucational, informational, &c., which are
universal in their scope snd nature, and which can be devised and
established as subservient to the collective wants of mankind.”

The new church called “Tre New CataoLio CHURCH,"” a8
described by Mr, Andrews, is “to concern itself especially with
the culture of the EMOTIONAL and SBENBATIONAL attributes of
man, and more especially of these in their higher and universal
sspect, known as religion,” &e, &e,

From a printed pamphlet, describincg the constitation and
organic basis of this New CarmoLic CHURCH, I extract the

following : — “ ARTICLE L
¢ CONSTITUENCY OF THE CHURCH.

# The Church is the world. The Church universal can do no
less than embrace all wankind. This is in the largest or most

. ]
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extended meaning of the term. In another sense, the true
Carpovric CHURCH is an interior organized body, which should
be the spiritual mother of the race. The relation between
mother and child exists equally, whether the children have so
grown as to recogmize the mother's face or not ; eo, in the world,
great numbers of men and women have not hitherto known any
sopiritual mother, nor consciously recogmized their need of one.
thers, following legitimately the snalytical process of the in-
tellect, or the self-assertive instinct of indivi:fuality, have been
led to deny and abjure all relation to the Church; the truth of
their essential and spiritual unity with the race, and hence with
the trne spiritual Church, is not however affected thereby. These
two classes of persons, the uninformed or ignorant and the in-
telligently infidel, belonging, equally with the moat spiritualized
or sanctified persons, to the CHURCH UNIVERSAL, should be the
ga%acial&objecm of the labours and care of the more interior
ody,” &c,

In Article VII,, entitled ¢ FATTE AND PRACTICE,” it is pre-
scribed—

i That unity of the FAITR of the CEURCE is not to be found
in the truths apprehended and accepted by any single or indi-
vidual mind, but in all the truthe apprehended and accepted by
all minds. Hence the creeds of the Church are not one, but
many ; different and even opposite faiths, combining, balancing,
and harmonizing with each other in the bosom of the greater
truth—INPINITE VARTETY in UNITY. As in the constitution of
the Church, so in its faith, all truths derived from all sources—or
the universe of truth, observational, scientific, institutional, and
inspirational-—constitute the universal creed of the Church—a
creed which is therefore progressively developing in time; but,
in a special or interior sense, the creed of the Church is the
aggregate of the TRUTH, known or believed, in relation to the
highest aphere of thought and feeling, and in relation to the out-
working of DIVINE LOVE and WISDOM in beneficent action.

“ Every pastor of & Church congregation will rally his flock
under that creed, which will best express the aggregate unity of
his and their sentiments or religious beliefs; or under no written
or formally constituted creed, if that method is more highly
approved—the religious unity consisting of love, and of that
knowledge of principles which not merely tolerates but acecpts
and approves of diversity of opinion as necessary and benutitul,
resulting froni diversity of organization and development.”

During my visit, and whilst in conversation with Mr. Andrews,
his wife passed into the trance state. Laying her hand on my
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breast and her head on my shoulder, she addressed her husband
and Mr. Freeland, and gave them a minute description of ny
character. It will be sufficient for e to say on this head, that
her remarks were very flattering. Y said,*Her lan is glow-
ing; but I am ufmisythe picture is too hig-h]i{eo oured." Mr.
Andrews replied in s very serioms tone, “ Mr, Coleman, her
words have a deep significance with us. We are almost entirely
guided by the precepts which fall from her lips, inspirationally
mfluenced as we beheve her to be whilst In &t state, and we
rever think of acting contrary to her dictum.”

T mention the fact of this visit to Mr. and Mrs. Andrews, to
show my friends at home one of the many, and certeinty not the
least curious phase of American Spirtualism. 1 make no
comment on Mr, Andrews’ scheme of universal regenerution, for,
indeed, I do not, as I candidly told him, fully comprehend it.
My experience, however, teaches me to be humble in my judg-
ments of other men's philosophy, and rather at all times to
mistrust my own wisdom, than dende what I do not understand,
I recollect the words of that eminently learned and picus prelate,
Jeremy Taylor, who eaid—% Although I be as desrons to know
what 1 should, and what 1 should not, as any of my brethren, the
sons of Adamn, yet I find that the more I search, the further 1 am
from being satisfied, and make but few discoveries, save of my
own ignorance.”

Perhaps the most remarkable phenomenon to which American
Spiritualism has given birth is Andrew Jackson Davie, known sa
the Poughkeepsie Seer. Those who have read the history of his
life will know that he was of the humblest , and with
scarcely any school education. When he was about 18 years :f;q
Professor Grimes visited Poughkeepsie, and there deliv a
course of lectures on Mesmerism, illustrating the subject by
experimenting, as usual, on some members of his audience. The
phenomena induced by the lecturer set the vill at work o

their power of producing the same effects, and young Davis,
who was atthat time apprenticed to a shoemalker, was one
whom the experiment was tried by a neighbour, with the moat
perfect success. He was at once thrown into the mesmeric sleep,
and soon beeame a clairvoyant, His clairvoyance was at first
uzed exclusively for tracing the origin and seat of disesse. Hia
diagnosis was considered extremely clear and refiable, and be
was instrumental, it appears, in effecting some very wonderful
cores. An ignorant youth in his normal condition, he was }:ﬁ
when placed 1n a state of trance by his magnetiser, an illamina
and profound philosopher. Like Emannel Swedenborg, he became
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a seery and had visions, and ultimately he developed into a state
designated “ THE BUPERIOR CoNDITION,”” which as distingniehed
from clairvoyance, enabled him not only to see objects, but to
analyse and explain them scientifically.

this *superior condition,” he delivered several lectures,
showing, as it ia said by Professor Lewis, who was one of many
persons present on the varicus occasions when these spontanecus
effusions were eloquently poured forth, “a complete mastery of
the subject in its various ramifications and relations, and forming
in the whole a profound and elaborate discussion of the Philosophy
of the Universe.” 'These lectures were published, and form a
1 volume, extending to several hundred pages, and are
entitled Nature’s Divine Revelations, which no doubt many of
my readers have seen, as the book has had an unusually large
circulation in England as well as in America.

Sineo that period, Andrew Jackson Davis has becoms widely
known as the author of several books, which have become very
popular among a certain class of American Spiritualists, and in
the production of which he has been under spiritual influence. He
ia personally held in the highest respect and regard by all who
know him. I had the pleasure of making hie acquaintance, and
was agreeably surprised to find him bright, active, and solidly
intelligent, with nothing of the dreamy mystic about him. His
personal appearance is extremely prepossessing, with a massive
and most intellectually formed forehead, prominent nose, long
black hair and profuse flowing bheard, g[e resents, on the
whole, not a trace of plebeian descent, He Eﬂﬂ established a
spiritual paper, entitled The Herald of Progress, of which he
is the chief editor, He resides in the country, and ds half
his day, a8 he told me, in gardening, and the other in his
study; once a week only he visits hus office in the City, where
numbhers of persons of both sexes call on him, chiefly, as 1 under-
stood, to consult hin and receive medical advice, which he
gratuitously prescribes, and which is inspirationally given to him.

His character, as I have said, stands high. Professor Mapes
informed me that he made the most rigid mquiries as to Davia's
antecedents, and found them exactly as is stated in the preface to
Nature's Divine Revelations. .

I spoke with Mr. Davis about his peculiar gifts. He eaid the
continued exercise of them in no way interfered with his Lealth,
as his time was systematically apportioned, His power of com-
plete abstraction is very great. He can walk, ho said, through
the throng of Broadway, and feel as isolated as if he were in a
forest. He was delighted to look on the likenesses of William and
Mﬂ:uy Howitt, which I showed him; and it will be a satisfaction
to all the friends of thia amiable couple to know that their literary
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talenta and private worth, are as fully understoed and apprecisted
thro houtpﬂl:a States of America asythey are in Earope.

The Herald of Progress throws open its columns to all classes
of religionists. e reader will find occasionally from some of
ita correspondents the utterances of a pure spiritual Christianity ;
but mest frequently its pages are occupied by what the orthedox
would properly denounce as rank Infidelity, and of this character
are the editorial articles. Davis, indeed, does not acknowle
the divinity of Christ; and it will thus be seen that Spiritualisn
doss not mean any defined doctrine or creed,

One columan of the Herald of Progress is devoted to # Medical
‘Whisperings,”” which are answers to correspondents, who ssk
medical advice from the seer; and it may be interesting to the
ordinarily educated physician to hear what Andrew Jackson Davis
is spiritually inﬂuenuegto say on the subject of disease.

“ A1l diseases, he says, are but modifications of one disease—
namely, a want of spiritual and physical harmony, or a loss of
equilibrivm in the atomic motions and temperature of the body ;
and that individuals are subject to one or mors of these almost
innumerable variations from the primary harmony according to
prot%eniture, or scquired predisposition ; and that the weakest part
of the organization will be the seat of its or their development.
All acute and recent diseases are physical disturbances, primarily
caused by a positive, or magmetic condition of the atmosphere,
which throws the spiritual principle out of its natural equilibrium.”
And %ﬁin he says :—

% The mind can, by its own action, cause and cure disesse.
Even as prominent an organiem, as a cancer, can be psycho-
logized into being by the saume law. It is very neeessary that
modern Spiritusbsts should vnderstand the whole force of this
principle. They would be saved from many hasty conclusions
respecting * Evil Spirits’ and other trials with which they fre-

uently come into close and painful relations.” Andrew Jackson

avis 18, indeed, 2 wonderful phenomenon, a profound philosopher,

educated chiefly by those wonderful spiritual experiences to which
I have adverted.

Havin%)now exhausted the Notes of my American Journal, I
hasten to bring these papers to a close. I have given nearl
every incident and fact connected with Spiritualists and Spiritual-
ism which came under my notice during a sojourn of just three
weeks in the cities of New York and Boston.

Ohjections have been taken by friends, some to one, and some
to another, of the manifestations recorded in thix narrative. It is

. b
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not agreeable to our refined ideas of a future life, to think that the
epirits of departed persons would come to engage in a game of cards,
as spoken of in one instance, or in any of the lower occupations
of ﬂg‘; world. But I respectfully submit that to be faithful to
the task I had vmdertaken, I was bound to record everything
which came to my notice, tending to elucidate the subject of my
investigations without stopping to consider whether 1 offended
the religious scruples of one, or destroyed the poetic dreams of
another. If the phenomena attested by o many unimpeachable
witnesses are facts, we want them afl to lay the foundation of a
sound philosophy. It would certainly muslead us, were we to
receive only those which accord with our religions bias, or with
our individual and peculiar views of the irit—ﬁife.

Let me say, then, in conclusion, tha.ts&ough we have leaders
of public opinion amongst us, like the Brewsters, and the Faradays
whose erroneous theories on this subject remain unrevoked, an.
are still accepted by vast numbers who have not thought upon
and thoronghly Investigated the question for themselves—yet, in
the face of the accumulated mass of facts which lie broadeast
throughout society in America, attested there by men and women
of the highest intellect and character—and by the more hmited,
though very marked ex‘feriences we have in this country—
it must be acknowledged by every fair and intelligent reasomer,
that to deny the occurrence of what are calied “ spiritual phe-
nomena’’ is to impeach the veracity of our senses, and deny the
valuze of human testimony in relation to this class of facts. That
the study of them may lead to differences of opinion, honestly
entertained, I have already admitted ; and will only add that in
America the most searching and best-gualified investigators,
while differing as to the origm of these phenomena, all agree in
edmitting their reality.

FINIRA,

PRIXTED BY THUMis 3J0TY, WANWICK COVAT, UOLBORN



