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MESMERISM OR ANIMAL MAGNETISM.

T h e  possession of th is  principle, w hatever i t  m ay  be, is essential 
to  th e  v e ry  existence of anim al life. B y  some i t  has been called 
a  s p a rk ; by  others, v italism , an d  various o th er appellations ; b u t 
no m a tte r  how i t  be designated, i t  is a  rea l th ing . A  due p ro ­
portion  o f i t  preserves its  possessor in  th e  condition o f h e a l th ; a 
deficiency o f i t  produces sickness; th e  en tire  w ithd raw al o f i t  
occasions death.

O f w hat th is p rincip le consists we are  no t able accura te ly  to 
define. I t  m ay  be electricity , o r som ething analogous to  th a t 
sub tle  fluid.

T he question  th a t  presen ts itse lf to  o u r notice is— H av e  any 
m eans been discovered by  w hich one person, possessing a  super­
abundance o f th is  v ita l fluid, can im p art i t  to  an o th e r w ho has 
a  deficiency of it , an d  w ho is consequently  in  a  sta te  o f disease ; 
a n d  has th e  re su lt been in  accordance w ith  w hat m ig h t be 
n a tu ra lly  expected 1 I  th in k  I  m ay  w ith  t r u th  answ er— Y e s; 
an d  th e  following facts w hich I  am  about to  lay  before th e  reader 
w ill fu lly  ju s tify  th is  assertion.

I t  is  w ell know n th a t  electric fluid is read ily  conveyed by 
m echanical m e a n s ; and  th e  experience o f m any  m ay be adduced 
to  prove th a t  th e  v ita l principle, w hether iden tical w ith  elec tric ity  
o r not, can be conveyed or im parted  by  one ind iv idual to  another, 
by  passes m ade w ith  th e  hand. F o r  m y  ow n pa rt, I  can confi-
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d en ily  s ta te  th a t, a fte r  a long course o f w ell-in tended labour, th e  
nu m b er of cases in  w hich I  have been enabled to  adm in ister re lief 
is such as fu lly  to  w a rra n t m y  calling  a tte n tio n  to  th em — proving 
th e  w onderful pow er o f M esm erism  as a  cu rative agent. I f  re lie f 
from  pain  can be th u s  obtained, s tren g th  restored  to  th e  w ithered  
lim b, and  repose procured to  those from  w hom  i t  has long been 
debarred, su re ly  these facts a re  o f them selves sufficient to  recom ­
m end a  process so simple, w hich anyone who m ay th in k  fit can 
exercise for th e  benefit o f those w ho a re  deficient in  th a t  w hich 
he possesses in  g rea te r abundance, and  a t  no cost beyond h is own 
labour an d  tim e.

I f  th is  be, aS I  m ain ta in  i t  is, a  correct s ta tem en t o f th e  o rd i­
n a ry  consequences ensu ing  from  th e  application  o f th is princip le, 
i t  is o f very  li t t le  im portance  w hether, u n d e r ou r p resen t sta te  of 
know ledge, i t  docs or does n o t adm it o f a  philosophical explana­
tio n  : b u t surely  i t  is w o rth  w hile to  have recourse to  i t  in  p rac­
tice— th an k fu lly  using  i t  as a  means.

O f course i t  m ay  be im agined th a t  a  long previous course of 
u n h ea lth y  action, in  consequence o f th e  loss o f th e  inv igora ting  
fluid, cannot, in  a ll cases, be overcom e a t  once, n o r indeCd some­
tim es w ith o u t long-continued, steady  perseverance. I n  some cases 
i t  m ay  be th a t th e  tendency  to  disease is so strong  th a t  a  perm a­
n e n t cure is, beyond an y  pow er to  effec t; still, in  alm ost all cases, 

re lie f m ay be obtained.

A n n ex ed  are  th e  opinions o f m any  em inen t an d  scientific men, 
w ho have bestowed g rea t labour in  th e  investigation  o f th e  pow ers 
o f A n im al M agnetism  as a  rem edial agen t in  cases of disease.

Statement o/Dr. Ashburner.
7, H y d e  P a rk  Place, C um berland G ate, London.

R heum atism  and  pains affecting p a rts  o f th e  body— upon the 
seat of, and  causes o f w hich m edical m en  differed considerably, 
p a r t ly  from  th e ir  ow n m en ta l confusion, and  p a rtly  from  th e  
in h e ren t difficulties o f th e  subject— have been, i t  is w ell know n,
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in  a  g rea t num ber of instances, very  difficult o f euro. Mesmerism 
bas, in  m any such obstinate cases, been w onderfully  successful. I  
have seen num erous exam ples o f cure, by  th e  hands of ordinary 
p ractitioners o f A n im al M agnetism ; and  m any are  recorded in  th a t  # 
adm irab le  work, “ The Zoist.” B u t i f  I  w ere called upon to  po in t 
o u t th e  ind iv idual "who has, w ith in  m y ow n know ledge, been th e  
.m ust successful in  th e  rem oval o f pain  of long standing, I  should 
unhesita ting ly  say M r. Thom as Capern. I  have know n th is 
gen tlem an seven years, and  I  have, du ring  th a t  tim e, w itnessed so 
m any ex trao rd inary  cures o f pain and  of serious disease, th a t  I  
believe h im  to  be g ifted  w ith  a pow er sim ilar to  th a t  w hich th e  
A lm igh ty  bestowed on M r. V alen tine  G reatrakes, th e  n a rra tiv e  o f 

w hose astonishing achievements, w ritten  by  th e  H on. R obert 
Boyle, occupied th e  a tten tio n  of th e  R oyal Society in  th e  early  ■" 
period of th e ir  history. M r. C apern has th e  records of num erous 
cases o f cure perform ed by  him self in  a  very  short space of time.
I  have been a t  th e  pain? of verify ing m any  of his s ta tem en ts ; and 
som e o f th e  cures have been m ade in  m y preensce. I  believe th a t 
th is  gentlem an is  incapable o f m aking  assertions th a t  a re  un true .
I  k n o w  h e  is  a  v e r y  c o n s c ie n tio u s  p e rso n , a n d  h is  c h a ra c te r ,  d isp o ­

s i t io n ,  a n d  g o o d n e ss  to  t h e  p o o r, a r e  to o  w e ll  k n o w n  to  r e q u i r e  a n y  

a t t e s t a t i o n  f ro m  me : t h e y  a r e  t r u l y  b e y o n d  a l l  t h e  p r a is e s  I  co u ld  

b e s to w  u p o n  h im . J o h n  A s h b u r n e r , M .D .

Copy o f a Letter from George Coles, Esq.
T iverton , N ovem ber, 1849.

I  have ta k e n  g rea t pains and  in te re s t in  th e  exercise o f M r. 
C apern’s M esm eric powers, hav ing  had  scores o f instances before' 
m e of th e  ex trao rd inary  re lie f afforded b y  him. I  have also tak en  
some trouble  to  investigate  m inu te ly  th e  characters o f m any of 
those w ho have assured m e of th e  benefit th ey  had  received. The 
resu lt has been very  satisfactory, insom uch th a t  I  deem them  
w orthy  of credit in  every particu la r w hich th ey  declared to  be tru e  
in  m y presence. I  shall only add th a t  i t  is w ith  very  g rea t reg re t 
I  hear th a t  M r. C apern is about tak in g  u p  h is abode in  London ;
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h is absence w ill be g rea tly  felt by  b is poorer neighbours, w hile h is 
excellent conduct and  behaviour, h is kindness and  usefulness, have 
m ost deservedly obtained  for h im  th e  respect o f a ll classes inlia-

* b iting  th is h is na tive  tow n.
G eorge  C oles,

M agistra te  for th e  B orough o f T iverton,

Copy o f  a Letter from the late Earl Stanhope.

Chevening, M arch 17, 1851.
Sir,— 'You have rendered  a n  im p o rtan t service to  th e  w orld  by  

publishing a  very  clear an d  satisfactory  rep o rt o f th e  cures you 
have perform ed successfully by  M esmerism. T hey  ought to  have 

m uch w eight w ith  th e  m edical profession, w hich h ith e rto  has, w ith  
few exceptions, exhibited  such prejudice and  perverseness on th e  
su b je c t; but, as i t  is said in  H oly  W rit, “  G reat is tru th , and  
stronger th a n  all th ings,” those w ho b lind ly  an d  obstinately refuse 
to  employ th e  sanative an d  safe pow er o f M esm erism  w ill find, ere 
long, th a t  th e  public w ill p re fe r to  consult those w ho cure w ith  
ease an d  expedition  diseases w hich w ere form erly  considered in ­
trac tab le , o r to  requ ire  th e  em ploym ent o f m edicines w hich  are  
in ju rious to  th e  constitution.

I t  w ill alw ays afford you satisfaction to  reflect th a t  you  have 
persevered in  yo u r m ost laudable undertak ing , w hich has been so 
beneficial to  suffering hum anity .

I  am , sir, y o u r obedient servant,
Sta n h o pe .

Extract from Dr. Gregory’s Work on Animal Magnetism.

T he celebrated V a len tin e  G reatrakes obviously possessed an 
unusual share o f m agnetic p o w e r; b u t a t  th e  p resen t day  we have 
a  rem arkable  instance of i t  in  M r. C.apern, a  gen tlem an o f D evon­
shire, w ho has ju s t  published a  sm all w ork, g iv ing  an  account of 
h is m agnetic practice. T his work, w hich  is a simple, unaffected 
s ta tem en t o f facts, is w ell w orthy  o f perusal, and  I  cannot do 
b e tte r  th a n  refer you  to  it.
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E xtract from , Dr. A rn o ld s  Serm on ( the 19 th )  upon “ Our Hope 
towards God in  Christ.”

I f  we look th rough  th e  records o f past tim es we shall find many- 
ex trao rd in a ry  facts n o t to  be  accounted for, n o r yet, therefore, to 
be disbelieved j b u t still w hich are  sim ply ex trao rd inary  w onders—  
n o t miracles— th ings to  excite surprise, b u t w hich lead  to  nothing. 
A n d  in  ou r ow n tim es th e  phenom ena of A nim al M agnetism  have 
la te ly  received an  a ttesta tion  which, in  m y  judgm ent, establishes 
th e  facts beyond q u es tio n ; as fa r as m ere strangeness and  departu re  
from  th e  know n laws o f n a tu re  are  concerned, th ey  are  perhaps 
m ore ex trao rd inary  th a n  some th ings w hich we call miracles. I  
m en tion  th is  because I  am  inclined to  th in k  th a t  th e re  exists a 

lu rk in g  fear o f th e  phenom ena, as i f  th ey  m igh t shake our fa ith  in  
t r u e  m iracles, and, therefore, m en  aTe inclined  to  disbelieve them  
in  spite o f testim ony— a hab it fa r m ore unreasonable and  m ore 
-dangerous to  o u r  C hristian  fa ith  th a n  any  belief in  tho  facts of 
m agnetism .

T he following a re  a  few  cases cu red  an d  relieved by  M esmerism, 
n r  A n im al M agnetism , in  M anchester and  neighbourhood

Case o f Sciatica , a t the M anchester R o ya l In firm a ry .— E a rly  in  
th e  m on th  o f M ay, 1860, I  had  th e  pleasure o f being in troduced  to  
M r. Ransom e, one of th e  surgeons to  th e  M anchester R oyal In f ir­
m ary, w ho expressed a  desire to  w itness th e  pow er o f M esmerism, 
no t only as a  cu ra tive  agent, b u t as an  anasthetic  in  cases of am pu ta­
tio n  an d  surgical operations as p ractised  by  D r. Esdaile, in  C alcutta. 
I  accom panied M r. R ansom e to  th e  In f irm ary  and  w as p erm itted  to  
operate upon J o h n  H arrison , aged 64 years, w ell-sinker and  exca­
vator, resid ing  a t  C ats K now le, n ea r B elle V ue. H e  had  been 

sub jec t to  severe a ttacks o f  sciatica and  pains in  th e  lim bs for 
upw ards o f th ir te e n  years. I n  th e  y ea r 1849 lie w as first adm itted  
a  p a tie n t a t  th e  ins titu tion , w hen he  w as bled, blistered, and  
cupped over and  n ea r th e  sciatic nerve. N o im provem ent w hat­

ev er resu lted  from  th is  mode of tre a tm en t, a n d  from  some cause
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Ms leg became shortened, I n  th e  year 1852 h e  again  procured 
adm ission to  the  In firm ary , w hen  he  was trea ted  m edicinally , 
m ercury  being freely  adm in istered ,— b u t w ith o u t producing a n y  
beneficial result, and  h e  again q u itted  tho  In firm ary . H e  s til l 

con tinued  to  suffer continuous p a in  and  especially in  sto rm y 
w eather. I n  M ay las t he was again  re-adm itted  to  th e  Infirm ary,, 
h av in g  a  p a rticu la r desire to  t r y  th o  su lphu r bath . I  commenced 
operating  upon h im  in  th e  presence of M r. R ansom e; first tak in g  
hold of th e  balls o f h is thum bs in  m y le ft hand, m ak ing  passes 
w ith  th e  r ig h t h an d  over th e  forehead and  fro n t to  th e  chest, 
requesting  th a t  he w ould a t  th e  same tim e  look in te n tly  in to  m y 
eyes. I  also requested  h im  to  re la te  any  changes o r unusual 
feelings he  m igh t experience. W ith in  te n  m inu tes a fte r J  had  
commenced to  m ake th e  passes he fe lt"shoo ting  pains from  h is 
back  to  tho  hip, an d  dow n th e  leg. S h o rtly  a fte r  sudden sh a rp  
shocks, as he  called them , w ere  fe lt from  different p a rts  of th e  
body, m ore especially in  tho  affected side, an d  ten d in g  to  th e  

low er extrem ities. T here was th e n  an  unusual degree o f w arm th , 
accom panied w ith  a  tin g lin g  sen sa tio n ; th e  toes also becoming 
m uch heated. A ll these  feelings tended  to  confirm  m e in  th e  
opinion th a t  m uch good w ould be done. S im ilar feelings and  
sensations w ere produced a t  each sitting . I  con tinued  to  operate  
upon  h im  daily  fo r about th ree  weeks, a t  th e  end  o f w hich tim e  
he  w as so m uch im proved th a t  a fte r being exam ined by th e  p ro p er 
m edical officers he  w as discharged. M r. R ansom e a tten d ed  daily  
to  w itness th e  progress o f m y operations. A  num ber o f surgeons 
and  assistan ts w ere also p resen t a t  different sittings. I  have seen 
m y  p a tie n t occasionally since h is discharge from  th e  In firm ary , 
and, according to  h is own sta tem en t, he  can now  enjoy life.

T iio jia s  Ca pe b n .

Mr. Capern’s first case in Manchester — Copy o f a letter received 
from Mr. George Branson.

16, D ucie  B ridge, A ug t., 16th , 1859.
I  am  v e ry  th an k fu l fo r th e  fo r tu n a te  circum stance o f be ing  

in troduced  to  you. I  have received g re a t benefit from  y o u r
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trea tm en t, and  can  honestly  recom m end yon to  persons afflicted 
w ith  rheum atism  or sciatica. M y case w as and  is as follows :—  
About th e  la t te r  p a r t  o f October, ’58, I  had  a  severe a tta c k  of 
sciatica and  rheum atism , also fever, which confined me to  m y 
house for several w eek s; w hen I  go t o u t I  could only w alk  w ith  
c ru tch  and  s t ic k ; m y h ea lth  was good b u t I  was lame. I  used 
various lotions and  lin im en ts to  ru b  w ith , to  relieve th e  pain, b u t 
was little  o r no be tte r. T he doctors said th ey  could do no m ore 
for m e and  recom m ended th e  B ux ton  water's. I  v isited th e  hot- 
wells, C lifton, n ea r B ristol, about C hristm as last, b u t found no 
benefit from  th e m ; in  fact I  had  so m uch p a in  an d  was so w eak 
th a t  I  had  to  be lifted  in  and  ou t of th e  coaches a t  B risto l. I  
re tu rn ed  to  M anchester and  w en t to  B u x to n  in  M arch last. I  
was a t  B ux ton  four o r five days p e r w eek for te n  weeks, and  
bathed  about th ree  tim es each o f th e  te n  weeks. I  le ft B uxton  
on  th e  28 th  J u ly  last, and  could then  on ly  w alk sho rt distances 
on level ground, and  had  to  use cru tch  and  s t ic k ; in  fact I  could 
n o t w alk  across th e  room  w ithou t th e  c ru tch  an d  stick. I  had  
g iven u p  all hopes o f g e ttin g  w ith o u t th e  lameness. T his was m y 
opinion on th e  th ird  o f A u g u st and  I  to ld  some o f m y M en d s so. 
O n  th e  fo u rth  in s ta n t a friend  o f m ine b rough t M r. C apern to  my 
house. I  had  n e ith e r heard  of n o r seen M r. C apern  befoi'e; a fte r 
a  sho rt conversation M r. C apern said he th o u g h t h e  could do me 
some good, saying he w ould adm in is te r no medicine. I  agreed 
th a t  he should try . H e  passed h is hand  a  few  tim es ligh tly  on 
th e  outside o f m y trousers over th e  sciatic nerve, from  th e  h ip  to  
th e  knee. A f te r  a  few passes, I  found a  tick lin g  an d  a  m ovem ent 
on th e  nerve. H o  con tinued  rubb ing  lig h tly  on th e  outside o f m y 
trousers, down th e  th ig h  an d  leg, for about tw e n ty  m inutes, w hen 
I  fe lt a  p leasant sensation an d  considerable w arm th . H e  th en  
asked  m e to  g e t u p ; I  d id  so, and  to  m y aston ishm ent could s tand  
a n d  w alk  across th e  room  w ith o u t e ith e r c ru tch  o r s t ic k ; in  fact 
I  have n o t used th e  cru tch  or s tick  since th a t  day— th e  fourth  of 
A ugust. H e  has a tten d ed  m e to  th is  day, th e  six teen th  o f A ugust, 
an d  I  can now  w alk  m ore th a n  a  m ile  w ith  m y  stick  o n ly ; indeed



10

I  can w alk  w ith o u t a  stick, h u t do n o t lik e  to  p a r t  w ith  i t  a t 
p resent. I  find I  g e t s tronger an d  b e tte r  o f m y lam eness every 
day. W ith  th an k s  for th e  w onderful re lie f you have g iven  m e, 
I  am, sir, y o u r obliged servan t,

G eorge B ranson .

P . S.— I  have also to  s ta te  th a t  on one occasion M r. C apern  
v isited  m e a t  B u x to n  for a  few days, an d  d u ring  h is stay  a t  th e  
K in g ’s H ead  he  operated  successfully on several persons w ho w ere 
guests a t  th e  inn , an d  they  invariab ly  declared them selves benefitted  
by  h is  m anipulations. A  female, M rs. S tew art, a  re la tiv e  of M rs. 
B row n’s, had  been suffering from  tic-doloreux, an d  she sta ted  w ith  
d e ligh t th a t  M r. C apern  h ad  effected a  cure  in  a  few  m inutes.

G e o r g e  B r a n s o n .

R heum atism  in  Knees a n d  Ankles .— Joseph  Suthers, No. 271, 

C ounty  Police, a t  th e  V ic to r ia  P a rk  Lodge, R usholm e, had  

suffered from  rheum atism  fo r tw o  years, an d  h ad  been  u n d er 
m edical tre a tm en t six  m onths, w ith o u t a n y  benefit. H e  w as 
alw ays in  pain, p rinc ipa lly  in  th e  knees a n d  ankles. O n  A u g u st 
11th , 1859, he saw  M r. C apern a t  M r. Jew sbu ry ’s, W illow  B ank, 
G reenheys. M r. C apern  placed h is hands upon  h is knees, w hich 
produced im m ediate w arm th  an d  perspiration . M r. C apern  th e n  
m ade passes dow n th e  legs an d  fee t for abou t tw en ty  m inutes, w hen  
th e  m an  rose from  h is seat, q u ite  free from  pain , and  w alked  firm ly 
to  th e  door, ra n  dow n th e  garden, an d  said  “ he w as a  m an  again .” 
H e  had  n o t been able to  do th is  for tw o years before. H e  s ta tes  
th a t  one of h is legs, w hich  h ad  alw ays been  cold, accom panied w ith  
a  feeling of deadness, fo r n early  tw o  years, was, fo r some days 
a f te r  being M esmerised, in  a  con tinual s ta te  o f perspiration , and  
especially a t  n ig h t, th e  bed-clothes being  lite ra lly  sa tu ra ted  w ith  
it. P rev ious to  h is seeing M r. C apern, h e  in tended  to  re linquish  

h is  situation , in  consequence of h is rheum atism , h u t  he is now  
perfectly  restored, an d  continues to  perform  h is duties. H e  had  

form erly  been  in  th e  royal a r t il le ry  service six teen  years.
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Sore Throat, and Inability to Swallow Food.— W illiam  H arrup , 
policem an 125 D, s ta tes th a t  on th e  m orning of Sunday, J u ly  15th, 
he first fe lt pa ins in  th e  th roa t, -which increased so m uch th a t  he  
could n o t m asticate h is food, and  was unable to  swallow an y th in g  
b u t liquids. This continued for th ree  days, w hen h e  saw M r. 
Capern, to  w hom  he re la ted  h is case, an d  was b y  h im  in v ited  in to  
M r. F ou ld ’s shop, in  L loyd-street, and  cured in  a very  sho rt tim e, 
by  M r. C apern p lacing  h is h an d  over th e  affected part. To h is 
g rea t comfort, h e  re tu rn ed  to  h is hom e and  a te  a  h ea rty  supper. 
T here was a li tt le  stiffness le ft a fte r  th e  operation, w hich very  

soon disappeared.— Ju ly , 1860.

S'ore Throat.— Jam es B am furth , policem an 67 D, suffering from  
pains in  th e  th roat, sim ilar to  W illiam  H arru p , policem an 125 D. 
H e  m entioned liis a ilm en t to  M r. C apern, who im m ediately  
operated upon him, and  in  a  sh o rt tim e he fe lt a  glow o f hea t over 
th e  p a rt affected, and  th e  pain  altogether ceased. H e  could then  
tak e  food, an d  has rem ained w ell from  th a t tim e.

Rheumatism in Legs and Feet.— M rs. R ippingille, 12, W rig h t-  
stree t, G reenheys, w as suffering from  severe rheum atic  pains 
upw ards o f seven m onths, accom panied w ith  g rea t sw elling and  
stiffness in  th e  legs an d  feet, an d  could g e t no rest. M r. Capern, 

hav ing  heard  o f h e r case, called upon  h e r  ; she had  re tire d  to  res t 
b u t  go t u p  to  see h im , and, a fte r a  few passes w ith  th e  hand, 
ex tend ing  over about fifteen m inutes, to  h e r g rea t aston ishm en t 
th e ' pains le f t her, an d  she jum ped  from  her chair to  show h e r  
children  w hat she could do. She also had  an  affection of th e  
heart, and  w as g reatly  benefitted  by M r. C apem .— A ugust, 1859.

Rheumatism, and Heart Affection.— Joseph  Sw an, sp inner, in  
th e  em ploy of M r. J .  H ib b o rt, Goodleigh, n ea r N ew ton , suffered 
from  rheum atic  pains in  r ig h t arm , ankles, an d  feet. The pains 
a t  tim es w ere distressing  an d  alm ost continuous. H e  had  been 

u nder th e  tre a tm en t o f th ree  m edical m en, b u t  received l i t t le  o r no



12

benefit. O n Sunday, Septem ber 25th , h is m aste r in troduced  him  
to  M r. C apern, w ho com m enced operating  upon him , and  h e  was 
g rea tly  relieved a f te r  one h o u r’s application. A f te r  fou r s ittings 
he was able to  a ttend  to  h is  labours. H e  had  also an  affection o f 
th e  h ea rt, w hich was m uch benefitted  b y  M r. C apern’s trea tm en t.

B heum atism  in  Shoulder a n d  A rm .— M rs. H orsfield, 18, W arde- 
street, H u lm e, suffered from  rheum atic  pains in  shoulder a n d  arm  
upw ards o f tw o years. A t  tim es she could n o t perform  h e r  house­
hold  duties. She had  been a  p a tie n t a t  th o  H omoeopathic D ispen­
sary  upw ards o f th ree  m onths, b u t received li tt le  o r n o  benefit. 
S ir. C apern  heard  o f h e r case, called upon her, an d  a fte r  four 
s ittin g s  she w as q u ite  restored .

D ysen te ry— Jo h n  H e n ry  B anks, 5, R adnor-stree t, h ad  been 

suffering from  dysen tery  for upw ards o f th re e  m onths, an d  had
* received no benefit from  th e  rem edies employed. H e  w as induced 

to  t r y  M r. C apern’s process, a lthough  he  had  no  favourable opinion 
o f it. H e  w as relieved a t  th e  first sitting , and  a fte r seven sittings 
th e  pains an d  discom fort disappeared.— One o f M r. B anks’ w ork­
m en had  sprained h is ank le  upw ards of tw elve years since, an d  has 

been  g rea tly  relieved by  M r. Capern.

I n ju r y  fr o m  the K ick  o f  a  H orse .— J o h n  P a tte rson , in  th e  
em ploy o f M r. B arker, rid ing-m aster, C oupland-street, was suffering 
from  a  contusion in  th e  arm , from  th e  k ick  o f a  horse. M r. C apern 
saw  h im  n e a r th e  E agle In n , S tre tfo rd  B oad, operated  upon him , 
and  gave h im  ease. A fte r  a  second operation  he w as able to  
resum e h is labour.— A ugust, 1860.

P a in s  in  Teeth.— J o h n  Lee, w h ils t in  th e  em ploy of M r. Shaw, 
L loyd-street, occasionally suffered pains in  te e th  an d  gum s. H is  
case w as nam ed to  M r. C apern, w ho in v ited  h im  to  t r y  M esm erism ; 
he  did so, and  has never had  p a in  since.— Ju ly , 1800.
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Rheum atic P a in s  in  Thigh a n d  Leg .— Joseph  P arro t, mason, 
5, Shcffield-strcct, H ulm e, suffered acute pains in  leg and  thigh. 
A lth o u g h  tho  pains a t  first w ere trifling, th ey  becam e so bad th a t  
he was compelled to  relinquish  h is work. H e  had  heard  of M r. 
C apem ’s cures, w aited upon him , and  a fte r four operations he w as 
cured, and  again resum ed his labour.

R heum atic P a in s  in  the B ack  a n d  S ide.— Mrs. Broclie, farm er, 
Moss L ane, had  been suffering rheum atic  pains in  th e  back and 
side for several m onths. A t  th e  request o f a  friend  of hers she 
w as induced to  t r y  M esmerism. M r. C apern called upon her, gave 
re lie f a t  th e  first operation, an d  a f te r  a tten d in g  a t  h e r  house for 

one w eek th e  pains w ere removed.

T he following cases w ere cured a fter a  few sittings :—

M argare t L ittle , R usholm e : tic-doloreux.
M aria Devlon, M r. R u tte r ’s, 54, C o rpo ra tion -s tree t: sprained 

ancle.
George Owen, "W ilton -stree t: sprained ancle.
Mrs. Chapm an, a t  Mrs. G lover’s, M onton-terrace : lumbago.
M rs. Jackson , a t  Mrs. Sharp ’s, H eald-grove : rheum atism .
E lizabeth  F arre ll, a t  M r. L evers’s, grocer, Salford : pains in  th e  

th ro a t and  ex te rn a l sw ellings in  th e  neck.

Charles W illsh ire , p rin te r, E xam iner a n d  Tim es o fiice : pains 
in  th e  leg, w hich w as m uch swollen.

Iv ie  Crokell, Messrs. Crewdson & W orth in g to n ’s, B ack Mosley- 
s t r e e t : rheum atism .

M. Goodall, a t  M r. W hitehouse’s, B ack  M osley -s tree t: pains 
in  face, m uch swollen.

George H u ll, 10, U p p er G eorge-street, pains in  shoulder and  
a rm  for several m onths. C ured a t  M r. B anks’s, R adnor- 
strec t, in  th ree  short sittings.
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T H E  F O L L O W IN G  IS  A N  E X T R A C T  F R O M  T H E  
S E V E N T H  A N N U A L  R E P O R T  O F  T H E  L O N D O N  
M E S M E R IC  IN F IR M A R Y , J u n e  1 1 t h ,  1856.

M u. M o n c k to n  M i ln e s  in  the Chair.

President o f  the In s ti tu tio n : H is  G race th e  M ost R ev. th e  
A rchbishop o f D ublin .

V ice-Presidents: H is  E xcellency th e  R ig h t H on. th e  E a rl of 
C arlisle ; th e  R ig h t H on. th e  E a rl o f D u n ra v e n ; th e  B aron 
de Goldsmid, F .R .S . ; J .  H . L angston, Esq., M .P . ; R . 
M onckton M ilnes, Esq., M P . ; th e  Rev. George Sandby, M .A ., 
O xon . ; th e  R ev. C hauncy H a re  Townsend, M .A ., C a n ta b .; 
Professor Gregory, M .D .; M ajor-G eneral B a g n o ld ; L ieu t.- 
Colonel T o p h am ; Jam es Esdaile, Esq. M .D,

Treasurer: J o h n  Elliotson, M .D ., C antab., F .R .S .—

M r. C a p e rn , th e  la te  Secretary  o f th e  In firm ary , th e n  gave an  
accoun t o f several cures w hich he  had  effected am ong soldiers whb 
h ad  re tu rn e d  from  th e  C rim ea in  g rea t suffering. I n  th e  m on th  
o f  Septem ber, w h ils t in  th e  S trand , he observed a  fine-looking 
young  m an, a lthough  m uch a ttenua ted , w alk ing  w ith  a  stick  an d  
considerably  ben t. H av in g  passed th e  m an, he  reflected upon th e  
poor fellow’s case, tu rn e d  back, and  questioned h im  as to  h is 
suffering. T he soldier sta ted  he was alw ays in  pain  from  the  
effects o f h is w ounds in  th e  Crimea. T his led  M r. C apern to  offer 
h is  services to  cu re  him . T he soldier could n o t believe i t  possible, 
b u t how ever, w as w illing  to  allow th e  tria l. M r. C apern th en  
engaged to  a tte n d  on him , a lthough  he  lived a t  a  considerable 
distance from  S t .J o h n ’s W ood, viz., a t  M orpeth  Place, opposite 
th e  W aterloo  R oad  S tation . A t  th e  firs t v is it some progress was 
m ade : w arm th  was produced. A fte r  the f i f th  the p a tien t coidd  
w alk  w ithout the assistance o f  h is  s t ic k ;  and  a fte r th e  eighth  
sittin g , th is  p a tien t w ro te  a  le t te r  acknow ledging a  com plete cure. 
I t  m ust be  rem ark ed  th a t  a n  ague w hich he  b rough t w ith  h im  
from  th e  C rim ea w as cured a t  th e  first s itting .
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Copy of the letter referred (o in the foregoing case, received Jrom 
C. D. Berry, late o f the Coldstream Guards.

2, Morpeth. Place, W aterloo Road, Sept. 23, 1855.

I  am  very  proud  and  happy to  inform  you th a t  m y legs are 
qu ite  well, and th e  ague you stopped th e  first day you came to  me. 
1  am  now able to  w alk  w ith o u t a  stick  : a  few days ago I  could 
scarcely w alk  w ith  a  stick, for I  had  th e  rheum atism  so badly 
ow ing to  hav ing  th e  frost in  m y  legs la s t w in te r a t  S c u ta r i ; and  
believe me, sir, no one b u t m yself know s th e  pains I  suffered w ith  
m y legs an d  w ith  m y  shoulder before you cam e to  me. I  am  now  
m ost proud  and  happy  to  say th a t  you  have m ade a  perfect cure of 
m y legs and  of m y  shoulder also, w here my. arm  was tak en  off in  

th e  Crimea. T here  is n o t th e  least pain  in  m y legs nor m y  shoulder 
n o w ; an d  I  have to  th a n k  you for the  ease you have g iven me by 
tak in g  aw ay those dreadful pains I  had  in  m y  legs and  m y 
shoulder from  thfe tim e I  was wounded.

I  beg to  rem ain , yo u r obedient servant,
C. D . B e r r y .

N .B .— Y ou have m ade a perfect cure  o f  me.

The young soldier was presented  on th e  platfo rm  to th e  m eeting. 
H e  w as a  fine, in te restin g  young m an, w ith  an  excellent counte­
nance and  ad d ress ; bearing  th e  m arks of th e  horrors o f w ar in  
bo th  th e  absence of an  en tire  arm , th e  spareness o f h is form, and  
th e  paleness o f his complexion. H e  wore h is m edal and  clasps, 
an d  m ounted  th e  p latform  w ith  agility, b u t w as g rea tly  overcome, 
even to  tears. H e  described h is sufferings, from  his num erous 
wounds, th e  am pu ta tion  o f his arm , the  ague, and  th e  rheum atic 
pains contracted  by ly ing on th e  field o f b a ttle  : how  k in d ly  Miss 
N igh tingale  h ad  a ttended  on him . T he pain in  h is shoulder, 
was torm enting, and  h is r ig h t leg w as bad  w ith  th e  rheum atism , 
an d  he  could n o t place h is foot flat upon th e  ground. O ne day 
w hile in  th e  S trand , M r. C apern, w hom  he d id  n o t know, 
accosted him , took Mm in to  a  coffee-shop, and  in  less th an  h a lf
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an  hour, by  passing th e  hand  dow n th e  shoulder, com pletely 
rem oved th e  pain , w hich  has n o t re tu rned , and  a fte r seven 
m ore v isits perfectly  cured th e  leg by  th e  same means. I n  th e  
course o f h is rem arks th e  fine fellow spoke of his w ife and  his 
situa tion  a t  th e  Panopticon  in  L eicester Square, w here he describes 
Sebastopol on a  model.

T h is p a tien t had  received a stal) in  th e  shin, a  graze in  th e  th igh , 
a  cu t in  th e  thum b, a  bayonet w ound th ro u g h  th e  b reast— th e  po in t 
going ou t n ea r th e  blade-bone, and  h is le ft a rm  had  been shattered  
b y  a rifie7ball and  am pu ta ted  a t  th e  sh o u ld e r-jo in t; th e  las t w ound 
had  been received w hen  he w as n ea r H is  R oyal H ighness th e  D uke 
o f Cam bridge.

O n th e  fou rth  visit, M r. C apern requested  to  be inform ed i f  he 
knew  any  poor person req u iring  assistance, i t  being a  long jou rney  
to  m ake for one patien t. B erry  th e n  suggested h is calling on a 
fem ale resid ing in  th e  adjoining house, w ho had  been nearly  b lind  
w ith  “ am aurosis” for six years. She was cured in  seven sittings.

T he n e x t soldier’s case w as th a t  o f C harles F lee t, also o f th e  
C oldstream  G uards. T h is p a tie n t h ad  been w ounded a t  In k e rm an n  
by a  rifle-ball in  th e  ankle, and  w hilst on th e  g round  received 
an o th e r in  th e  hip. M r. C apern observed h im  in  H anover 
Square w alk ing  lam e and  having  his ank le  enveloped in  flannel 
b an d ag es ; and  questioned h im  as to  th e  cause. O n being in ­
formed, M r. C apern accom panied h im  to  th e  H an o v e r Square 
Booms, passed h is hand  over th e  lim b for a few m inutes, and . 
engaged to  see h im  again  on th e  th ird  d a y ; gave h im  a sitting , 
and  tho  pains im m ediately  c e a se d ; shortly  afterw ards th e  m an 
dispensed w ith  th e  bandages, and  'could w ear h is boot. H e  is 
now  q u ite  well, and  is engaged as a  policem an a t  th e  E uston  
Square S tation .

M r. C apern  hav ing  succeeded so w ell w ith  C harles F lee t, he 
w as induced to  try  h is curative pow ers on an  a rtille rym an  present, 
who w as also engaged a t  th e  H anover Square Booms, and  appeared 
suffering. T he following is h is  w ritte n  statem ent, w itnessed by 
P au l T ennucii, H anover Square Rooms, Ja n . 8th  :—
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“ Edward Iviss, 51, Bedfordbury, states that at the second 
bombardment of Sebastopol, April 14, 1855, he was wounded in 
the fore-arm by the bursting of a shell; also in the side of the 
head,—a piece of the metal penetrating the outer plate, which was 
much fractured : the iron was nearly half an inch in length, and 
remained in the head four days, when it was extracted with 
splinters of the bone. The pains in the head were distressing, 
accompanied with fever and no rest. From that time ho has had 
continuous pains in the head and temples, great giddiness and 
dimness of sight. Since his discharge he has had medical advice, 
but only experienced slight relief. On the 23rd December, Mr. 
Capern, having cured Charles Fleet of tho Guards, offered to 
relieve him. He commenced by drawing the hand and pointing 
the fingers over the affected part, and within five minutes all 
pains disappeared, and to this day they have not returned. 
Edward Iviss had never heard of Mesmerism before. On the 
same day he witnessed the cure of M. Tennucii, who had been 
suffering pains in the head and temples for some time.

The next patient was Philip Carroll, of the Middlesex Militia, 
late of the Rifles. He had been suffering most agonising pains in 
the teeth and gums for six weeks, and obtained no relief from the 
regimental surgeon or at St. Mary’s Hospital. He was maddened 
with the pain. Getting no rest, he has walked the streets nightly. 
He frequently threw himself on the floor. On one occasion, when 
in a paroxysm of pain, he dashed his head so violently against the 
door that he burst the panel of it. A t the suggestion of two 
patients residing in the same house, and whom Mr. Capern had 
cured, he applied to Mr. Capern, and within five minutes was 
wholly cured.

William Wincup, late of the 7Gth Regiment, discharged as unfit 
for service twenty-five years ago, having rheumatic pains, and 
lately in the employ of the Marquis of Downshire, was also cured 
by Mr. Capern.

Mr. Capern then stated that, previously to benefitting the poor 
wounded soldiers, he had addressed one of the members of the 
Government as to the practicability of introducing Mesmerism
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into the army; and after the cures he communicated the results to 
Lord Panmure, offering his gratuitous services either at his own 
house or at any of the military hospitals, "without any appointment 
or recompense whatever, and expressing his willingness to attend 
any inquiry or investigation, and that he would consider it a pri­
vilege to he allowed to prove the value of Mesmerism before any 
commission or the Medical Board : he also stated that, had Mes­
merism been introduced into the Crimea, numbers of our brave 
soldiers would have assisted in the field instead of being discharged 
or confined in the hospitals. Immediately Mr. Capern was re­
quested to attend on Dr. Andrew Smith at Whitehall. He 
handed to Dr. Smith’s assistant a statement of his cases of cure, 
and said ho would be prepared to attend any examination and 
prove the power of Mesmerism in the presence of the Medical 
Board on any of the poor wounded soldiers. Shortly afterwards, 
at Dr. Smith’s request, ho forwarded to the Board Dr. Elliotson’s 
evidence of Mr. Capern having cured upwards of thirty cases at 
the Mesmeric Infirmary. The following is Dr. Andrew Smith’s 
last letter :—

“ Army Medical Department, May 12.
“ In  reply to your letter of the 6th inst., with enclosed list of 

cases cured hy Mesmerism, I  have to request you will accept my 
thanks for your communication.

“ The book and papers you were good enough to leave in this 
office some months since are in the hands of my assistant, ready to 
be consigned to any person authorised by you to receive them.

“ A. S.”
A t the last interview with Dr. Smith’s assistant, Mr. Capern 

stated that he regretted he had not been granted an interview with 
Dr. Smith, nor had an opportunity of proving to the Board the 
power of Mesmerism.

Dr. Elliotson mentioned to gentlemen near him that Dr. Andrew 
Smith, before he became Physician-General, had spontaneously 
called upon him to declare his full belief in Mesmerism, and to state
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that he himself had Mesmerised; and yet now Dr. Andrew Smith 
shrinks from what all other Mesmerists consider to he his obvious 
duty, and even does not allow Mr. Capern an interview.

Thanks were then voted to the chairman ; and by acclamation 
to Dr. Elliotson, who returned thanks.

Amaurosis Case, referred to by C. D. Berry in the Report.
1, Morpeth Place, Sept. 25, 1856.

I  am happy to say that you have made a perfect cure of my 
eyes, from which I  have been suffering for years. I  can see very 
well now, but before you came to me I  could scarcely see to get 
about. Your humble servant,

S a r a h  W in to n .

Paul Tennucii’s Statement o f his case, referred to in the Report.
I  beg to present my grateful acknowledgments to you for the 

great benefit I  have received at your hands. Although I  have 
only passed one operation, I  am certainly rid of the pain in the 
head and temples. I  have tried many remedies, but all others 
have failed : your painless mode of operating surpasseth all other • 
antidotes I  have tried.

I  am, sir, your obedient servant,
P aul Tennucii.

N.B.—Tennucii was cured at the Hanover Square Rooms with 
E. Iviss and Charles E leet: he is now in the police force.

Copy of Statement received from  Joseph Cox.

19, North Street, Edgeware Road, May 13, 1857.
I  have great pleasure in informing the public that I  have been 

restored to health through the treatment of Mr. Capern, by his 
Mesmerising me for rheumatism, from which I  have been a severe 
sufferer for some time, and whieh was brought on through the 
hardships that I  had undergone throughout the whole of the 
Crimean campaign.
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The first time I  went to Mr. Capern, T sat down about tea 
minutes, when I  found great relief; I  went four or five times 
afterwards, and I  am happy to say that I  am now able to walk 
about as well as ever. J o se p h  C ox,

Late of the Commissariat Department, Crimea.

Pains in Face and Gums.

James Burke, residing at the Alma coffee-house, Edgeware 
Road, late of the second battalion of Rifles, received a contusion 
iu the face before Sebastopol. He took a chill early in March, 
and suffered intense pain, and was about applying to St. Mary’s 
Hospital. His cheek was much swollen, and he could not open his 
right eye. He was cured by Mr. Capern, in three sittings, a t the 
Alma coffee-house.

June, 1857.—Cured in the presence of Mr. Pedrick, Alma 
coffee-house.

Severe. Pains in the Head.

Richard Howell, late of the R. S. F. Guards, was engaged in the 
Crimea. Has had severe pains in the head for three months. No 
improvement from medicines. Named it to Mr. Capern, who had 
benefitted several of the labourers in the Regent’s Park; accom­
panied him to the boat-house in the park, and was cured in a short 
time.

R. Howell is engaged as park keeper in Regent’s Park.

Diarrhoea.

I  hereby certify, that on the 3rd of this month I  had a violent 
attack of diarrhoea for two days and nights. I  met Mr. Capern, by 
chance, in St. John’s Wood, and, on relating to him my complaint^ 
he invited me to a bouse near, and after passing his hand over 
the bowels a short time the pain perfectly left me and I  have felt 
no pain since. G e o r o e  H o a r e ,

36, New Square, Portland Town.
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't 'H E  FOLLOWING IS A STATEMENT OF WHAT 
OCCURRED AT T H E  EIGHTH ANNUAL MEETING 
OF THE FRIENDS AND SUBSCRIBERS TO THE 
MESMERIC INFIRM ARY, W H ICH TOOK PLACE 
ON SATURDAY, JU N E 20m, 1857, AT W ILLIS’S 
ROOMS, ST. JAMES’S STREET.

Major-General B agnokd  in  the Ghair.

The Report having been read, and the meeting addressed by 
Various gentlemen, Mr. Capern Was introduced by the chairman.

Mr. Capern expressed the satisfaction he experienced in wit­
nessing the meeting so well attended, and with permission he 
Would introduce a few of his patients who had been cured by 
Mesmerism.

The first ease was that of Michael Quirke, whom Mr. Capern 
met near the Marylebone Workhouse. On the 27th December, 
1855, Michael Quirke was thrown down violently and injured his 
leg and ankle; the injury being serious, he was conveyed in a 
•cab to St Mary’s Hospital, and examined by Drs. Coutson, Staples, 
and Gascoyne. The pains were agonising. He was confined to 
his bed three weeks. On leaving his bed he could only walk 
•on crutches. Three days after leaving his bed he was informed 
that he must leave the institution, there being a deficiency 
•of beds. Dr. Staples suggested his applying to the infirmary 
■of the workhouse. On the following day (Wednesday), whilst 
on his wray to the workhouse, he was accosted by Mr. Capern, 
who, observing his miserable condition, questioned him as to the 
nature and cause of his malady. On his explaining that he was a 
patient at the St. Mary’s Hospital, and was about applying to the 
workhouse for admission to the infirmary, Mr. Capern requested 
lie would defer it, and.meet him on the following day, at the



2 2

Pitt’s Head public-house, Paddington-street, at twelve o’clocfc 
He was true to his appointment, Mr. Capern having ordered 
refreshment for him, commenced by passing his hand from the 
knee downwards, over the ankle, and finishing at the toes; in a 
few minutes the limb, which had been previously cold and chilly, 
became warm, accompanied with unusual sensations; this was 
followed by immediate ease and a freedom of motion which he had 
not enjoyed from the time of his accident. Mr. Capern then 
requested he would walk across the room, and, much to his own 
astonishment, he was able to do so without the aid of his crutches. 
A  few more passes were made, and, by the blessing of God on 
Mr. Capern’s exertions, he was as free from pain as at any period 
of his life. Mr. Capern gave him his card, and desired he would 
present it with his compliments to the gentlemen at the hospital. 
He retained his crutches until the fourth day, and then returned' 
them; it being board-day his medical attendants and others were 
present, to whom he related the circumstances of his cure.

The cure being of so extraordinary a character, he was ques­
tioned by Major-General Bagnold, and answered satisfactorily to  
the interrogatories, and stated that he was quite free from any 
discomfort, and had been so from the time Mr. Capern had 
operated upon him.

The next case introduced to the meeting was that of William 
Ippum, aged 63 years, of Paradise Row, High Town, Maryle- 
bone, late in the employ of Mr. Bacon, tanner. Upwards of 
nineteen years since, he first felt a want of power in his knees, 
accompanied with slight pains and stiffness, which gradually 
increased. For upwards of two years he attended as an out-patient 
at the Middlesex Hospital. Lotions and liniments were applied, 
but with little or no benefit. Eventually his master discharged 
him. On Saturday, May 3rd, he applied to Mr. Capern, at the 
suggestion of Michael Quirke, whom Mr. Capern had cured. Mr. 
Capern placed his hands on the knees, drawing them down tho 
legs over the feet, which were much swollen. A  decided warmth 
was felt, and the swelling decreased. He had more ease on that
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<3ay th an  h e  had  had  fo r years. H e  a ttended  a t  M r. C apern’s, 
A lp h a  Place, on th e  following day, and  a fter a  few m ore operations 
he  considered h im self cured.

T he n e x t was th e  Copy of a  S ta tem en t from  Jo h n  B ig g s :—
“ T his is to  certify , th a t  I ,  Jo h n  Biggs, carpenter, m et w ith  an 

accident w hen a t  w ork a t  No. 1, W ilm ing ton  Square, on the  24 th  
o f  A pril, by h it tin g  m y  knee  against th e  fram e of a trap-door. O n 
th e  20 th  of M ay I  a tten d ed  D r. S tuart, Sou th  B ank , w ho ordered 
m e a  lo tion  o f v inegar and  a lu m  F in d in g  no  relief, I  a tten d ed  a t 
th e  dispensary, J u n e  7 th , and  saw  D r. M urcheson, w ho to ld  me 
th a t  m a tte r  w ould accum ulate w here I  had in ju red  th e  knee, and  
th a t  I  m ust lay  up  or I  should have a  very  bad  knee. O n M onday, 
J u n e  9 th , I  w as going dow n C hurch-street, w ith  th e  in ten tio n  of 
going to  St. M ary’s H ospital. I  was th en  w alk ing  w ith  two 
sticks, when M r. Capern, a  stranger to  me, came to  me and  asked 
m e i f  I  was suffering from  rheum atism . A fte r  I  had  explained to  
h im  th e  n a tu re  o f th e  case, he  inv ited  m e in to  a  barber’s shop 
{Mr. T u rn e r’s), an d  a fte r  m ak ing  passes for a  sh o rt tim e  over 
th e  knee, I  could w alk w ith o u t sticks an d  have n o t used them  
■since.

“ 40, G rea t N orth -stree t, “  J  o h n  B ig g s .

Lisson G rove.”
M r. C apern presented  several m ore patien ts who had  been 

cripp led  and  in  agony, and  who had  been com pletely cu red  by  his 
m anipulations. These persons all testified to  th e  t r u th  of w h a t 
h e  said.

Copy o f an Address presented to the Managing Committee o f St.
Mary’s Hospital, Paddington, by Mr. Capern.

Gentlemen,—I beg respectfully to call your attention to the cases of 
Michael Quirke, William Addyss, James Shineer, and Philip Carrol, late 
patients of the hospital, whose cases, I  think, are eminently entitled to 
examination by all of the medical profession. These patients had been suf­
fering for some time, and had received but little relief from medical treat­
ment, when, by mere accident, they came under my notice; and after they 
were treated Mesmerically, their pains ceased.
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I t  may probably be in the recollection of some of the gentlemen connected 
with the hospital, that Michael Quirke returned his crutches and made a> 
statement of his case to the board then sittmg.

The object of this address is to beg that an opportunity may be afforded 
me, in the presence of the medical officers of the establishment, of proving- 
the power of Mesmerism, as a curative agent, upon some patient or patients- 
in  the hospital, whose cases hare hitherto resisted the ordinary treatment.

I ask b o  recompense or appointment: my only wish is to do good, and to 
teach others to do that which I  know to be beneficial in almost all cases o f  
disease.—I remain, your obedient servant, T h o m as  C a p e e n .

Blandford Place, Regent’s Park, August, 1857.

No notice or acknowledgment -was taken of this application by 
the managing committee.

Rheumatic Gout, accompanied by serious affection of the Heart.—  
Copy o f  a Letter from  Dr. Ashbumer.

Boulogne, Sept. 17th, 1856.
D ear Sir,—I. wish you would have the goodness to ask Mr. 

Underwood as to the date when I  was called to see him, as I  have 
no notes of it here : it was in the month of August. He had been 
attended, as I understood, by Dr. Snow Beck, -who called his case- 
rhenmatic gout. When I  -was called to see him, I  found the heart 
affected—as it very often is in that complaint,—and distressing- 
symptoms about the head, which not unfrequently accompany that 
peculiar affection of the heart, which is an aggravation ot gout and 
rheumatism. In  Mr. Underwood’s case the heart’s surface w«w- 
seriously involved; and I  thought so badly of the case, that I  told 
his mother-in-law, Mrs. Lambert, that I  saw no hopes of his reco-. 
very. I  prescribed effervescing magnesia and potass as medicinal 
auxiliaries to a course of Mesmerism. I  occasionally Mesmerised 
him myself, but I  urged them to send for you, and not to desist 
because they could not at first obtain the expected relief. The pulse, 
for the first -week, was never under 120 in a minute, and at night 
the thumping of the heart -was most distressing. By dint of the 
Mesmeric sleep and tho agency of your passes, the heart became-



tranquil, the pulse sank to 08, then to 88, and at last to 78. I  
never saw so rapid a cure of so serious aft affection of the heart, 
and you may well adduce it as a proof of the marvellous power of 
Mesmerism. You may tell your timid friend you write to'me 
about, that he has no occasion to fear Mesmerism: I  can assure 
him it will only afford him unmixed good.

To Mr. Capern. J ohn A shburner, M.D.

Sciatica.— Copy of a Letter received from Mrs. A. C. Smythe.
[Accompanied with a magnificent Bible.]

Kensington, May 17th, 1850.
D e a r  S ir , — I  beg your acceptance of this holy testimony of the 

good work you have performed in restoring me to health afld 
strength, after a long period of weakness and suffering. My 
thanks are but a small addition to the gratification you receive 
daily in carrying out your system of benevolence, and bestowing 
upon those who are in need the fruits of the gift of healing that 
you have received from the Giver of all Good. That you may 
long continue its exercise, with abundant and continued success, 
is the sincere wish of, dear sir, your faithful servant,

To Mr. Capern. A n n e  C a r m ic h a e l  S m y t h e ..

[The cure was effected in fourteen sittings.]

E l iz a  B r o w n e , aged 24 years, in the service of the Marchioness 
of Downshire, was examined by Dr. Elliotson, who called her case 
“ Ansemia.” She was placed under Mr. Capern’s care. Her 
legs were much swollen. Sleep was induced at the first sitting. 
She generally slept from two to three hours.

Copy o f a Letter' received from Lady Downshire, in  reference 
to the foregoing case o f  Eliza Browne.

Hillsborough, January 9th; 1853.-
Sir,-*—I  am glad to say that Eliza' Browne' has beenr at her work 

upwards of a  fortnight,, and is quite well. She tells me she is even 
stronger and better than, when she first arrived, -and her Legs do
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n o t swell a t  all. She has reason to  be th an k fu l to  you fo r all th e  
care you  took  o f her, and  certa in ly  m ust a ttr ib u te  h e r cure to  

M esmerism. T he o th e r girl, M ary  H u n t, w ho a ttended  a t  th e  
sam e tim e, con tinues well. C. D ow nshire.

To M r. C apern.

Copies o f two Letters received from  ilrs. Finch, 3, Brecknock 
Terrace, Camden Town.

A u g u st 7 th , 1858.
D ear  S ir ,— Through  friends w ho are  acquain ted  w ith  M r. 

Y ieussieux, I  have h eard  o f y o u r g rea t M esm eric power, an d  o f  
you r equally  g rea t benevolence in  i ts  use. I  v en tu re  to  ask  y o u r 
k in d  assistance in  m y  v ery  sad case, begging you, a t  th e  sam e 
tim e, to  pardon  m e i f  a t  a ll in trusive. I  have suffered from  sciatica 
fo r several years, b u t w hen lead ing  a  tran q u il life as a  governess, 
th e  a ttack s w ere a t  w ide in te rv a ls ; w hile now, from  th e  narrow ­
ness o f m y w idow ’s m eans, I  am  obliged to  use continuous efforts, 

th e  pain  is  a lm ost perpetual, I  h ave  la te ly  re tu rn ed  from  F rance; 
w here I  w en t to  friends, hop ing  to  pass a  less try in g  w in te r  th a n  

th a t  o f th e  form er y e a r ; b u t even th e re  I  was seventeen w eeks in  
m y room, b e tte r  and  worse a lte rna te ly .— I  have now  been a  m on th  
in  lodgings, and  m y  packages a re  nearly  a ll about me. T he few 

rem n an ts  o f m y  household possessions have been th ree  w eeks in  
m y  room  : I  t r y  in  v a in  to  arrange  th e m ; th e  pain  in  bo th  back 
and  lim bs keeps m e qu ite  powerless. * * *

I  am , Sir, yours g ratefu lly ,
To M r. C apern. Mart P in c h .

3, B recknock  Terrace, A u g u st 26 th , 1858.

Dear Sir,—I  have been hoping to  see you for a  long time to 
pay  m e a  farew ell v is i t ; b u t as I  have n o t had  th a t  pleasure, I  
m ust w rite  you m y  earnest th an k s  fo r y o u r m ost k in d  a tten tio n  to  
m y  suffering. I  have h ad  no re tu rn  o f  sciatica since y o u r la s t 

visit, an d  I  do hope you r M esm eric pow er has banished th is  d read-
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ful malady from me for ever. If  you settle i n  Germany, you w ill 

please remember that I  shall be delighted to be of service to you 
in England, if you hare any commissions within my power to 
execute. I  leave London on Saturday,, and beg you to believe me, 
k in d  sir, yours very gratefully, M a r y  F in c h .

Pains in  Teeth and Pains in  Face. ■
73, Norton Street.

S ir ,—I  have great pleasure in testifying to the extraordinary 
powers of Mesmerism on two servants in this establishment— 
Catherine Hall and Eliza Thorpe, one with violent toothache, the 
other with pains in face; both of whom you cured by a few passes. 
They are now both perfectly well.

To Mr. Capern. E d w a r d  F it z b a l l .

Scrofulous Enlargement o f the Knee, or White Swelling.

George Townsend, three years and a half old, son of Mr. 
George Townsend, 14, Upper Marylebone-street. About fifteen 
months ago he fell from his crib and injured his right knee. A 
swelling commenced, and lie became lame, and complained of great 
pain. A surgeon was applied to, who ordered medicines, and 
leeched and blistered the limb for six weeks. No improvement 
whatever resulted from this mode of treatment j on the contrary, 
the knee increased in size and the child became weaker and weaker. 
His moans were truly distressing to hear; he was continually 
crying out—“ Bad knee, bad knee, bad knee.” His mother then 
applied to Mr. Gay, of Finsbury Pavement, who pronounced it 
scrofula, and prescribed preparations of iron and lotions. As no 
benefit resulted from this treatment, his mother took him to Mr. 
Ayling, of Upper Marylebone-street, who coincided with the 
opinion expressed by Mr. Gay, and, in addition to tlie medicines, 
painted the knee with tincture of iodine. His health was much 
impaired, and his appearance indicated a steady progress to an 
early grave. This hitherto fine child was now a pitiable object*
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only repeating, from day to day, the words—“ Bad knee, bad 
knee.” Mr. Ayling then kindly introduced the case to the 
consideration of some of his medical friends at the Middlesex 
Hospital. Mr. Campbell de Morgan and the house surgeon saw 
him ; they considered the case a desperate one, and suggested the 
application or use of splints, and, should this treatment not suc­
ceed, considered that amputation would be unavoidable. Just at 
this time a relative of Mrs. Townsend’s, residing at Exeter, recom­
mended Mesmerism, and Mrs. Townsend took the little sufferer to 
the Mesmeric Infirmary, 9, Bedford-street. Mr. Capern instantly 
commenced to operate on the child, his only request being that 
they would attend regularly and desist from all other remedies. 
After the third time of being Mesmerised there was certainly a 
mitigation of the pain, and after the first week he would cry if 
not taken to the infirmary in proper time. The improvement in 
the limb became more and more decided, the hue of health 
appeared in the cheek of the child, and Mrs, Townsend’s neigh­
bours generally congratulated her on his altered and improved 
appearance; whilst others;' with this 'powerful p ro o f before their 
eyes, would not believe the improvement to' be the' effect of 
Mesmerism. Mrs. Townsend believes that, after'the first week, 
he experienced no pain;' he was perpetually at play, hopping about 
the room. Two months after his admission to the infirmary he 
could rest his toe on thb ground without any pain, and the knee 
had decreased two inches' and a' quarter in circumference. After 
beihg Mesmerised three' months altogether,' he was pronounced 
perfectly cured by Dr.' Elliotson, and remains so to this day.

December 3rd, 1860.

Oase of< Bursa in the Knee.~—Letter from Hrst Julien,
‘ 66j lUgli-vtreet, Marylebone.

July,. 1853.
By your request I  give yOu- a short sketch of my suffering with 

m y knee; I t  had been bad since the first week in January; at the 
end of February I  called immy medical attendant, being unable'to
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use i t  I t  was much swollen, and in great pain; he wished me 
to have further advice. An eminent consulting surgeon was called 
in, who pronounced it a bursa in the knee. I  also bad a physician; 
he and the surgeon said it would be dangerous to operate, and they 
did not see what more could be done. Their coming to so 
painful a conclusion, my own medical man proposed Mesmerism, 
and kindly offered to see you, which he did on the 3rd of A pril; 
he met you at my house on the 5th, when you Mesmerised it, and 
the result is most satisfactory, the swelling is decreased, the pain 
and stiffness gone, and without the least pain or inconvenience I  
can now walk more than a mile. I  should add that a country 
physician, who doubted the power of Mesmerism, was brought by 
my brother to see m e; he said had he attended the case he should 
have amputated at once. After expressing his surprise, at the 
effects of Mesmerism, he told me if it never was any better I  had 
reason to be thankful. That was on the 1st of June, since then 
it has much improved. I t  is allowed by all to be a most wonderful 
cure, and I  think we may now call it so. I  hope I  have made this 
statement clear enough to be understood. You will please to 
excuse all defects; I  write in haste, as I  am going out.

Yours, &c.
S. J ulies

To Mr. Capern.

[From the Report of the London Mesmeric Infirmary, p. 1, 1852.3
Statement o f Elizabeth Key, living with her parents, 14, 

Brompton Place, Hall Parle, Paddington.
On the night of the 24th of November, 1851, at ten o’clock, 

in the presence of her father and mother, and being apparently in 
perfect health, felt, as it were, an electric shock in the left eye, 
which instantly closed firmly; in five minutes a similar shock was 
felt in the right eye, and it closed as firmly. Her-father procured 
medical advice, and she took a draught, but her eyes remained 
closed in spite of medical treatment. The next day she was taken 
to the Mesmeric Infirmary, ajid>Mr. Capern caused >them to open
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freely in a few minutes, by Mesmeric passes. The surgeon who 
was called in, Mr. Hammond, of Paddington Green, most honour­
ably gave a certificate that the case was an excellent proof of 
the power of Mesmerism in nervous affections.

Copy of Letter and Statement received from Hugh Purviss, in the 
employ o f Mr. Thomas, sculptor, Alpha Road, London.

1, Windsor Place, Harrow Road, Nov. 6th, 1857.
I  beg to express my obligation for your unexpected attendance 

to my case. I  had been suffering for days severe and excruciating 
pains in my teeth and gums; the latter was burnt with applica­
tions and no benefit derived. A t the time you offered your 
services I  was in intense pain. I  had heard of cures being per­
formed by your process, but could not have anticipated such 
immediate relief. I  shall be glad to give any explanation as far 
as the operation is concerned, and should there be any return of 
the pain, which to this time there has not been, I  will again take 
advantage of your kind offer to attend me.

I  am, Sir,
Your humble servant,

To Mr. Capern. H u g h  P u r v is s .

Process o f Cure.
In  relating my case to Mr. Capern, he requested I  would look 

him steadfastly in the face, keeping my eyes, if possible, fixed on 
liis, which I  did, and the pain gradually left me, and in four or 
five minutes a complete cure was effected, and I  have had no 
return of the pain since. H. P.

Parallel case to the above, from  Dickens’ “Household Words.”

“ WANDERINGS IN INDIA.

“ Whilst at Bignore I was seized with an attack of tie-doloreux, and 
suffered all its extreme agonies. One of my host’s servants informed me that 
there was a very clever native doctor in the village who would immediately 
assuage any pains, tooth-ache for instance, and he begged permission to 
bring him to me. I consented. The native doctor was a tall, thin, mussul­
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man, with a lofty forehead, small black eyes, long aquiline nose, and finely 
tinseled mouth and chin, his hair, eyebrows, and long beard were of a 
yellowish white or cream colour. Standing before me in his skull cap, he 
was about the most singular personage I ever beheld. His age did not 
exceed forty-five. He put several questions to me, but I  was in too great 
agony to give him any replies. He begged me to sit down. I obeyed him 
mechanically. Seating himself in a chair immediately opposite to me, he 
looked very intently into my eyes. After a little while his gaze became 
quite disagreeable, and I  endeavoured to turn my head aside, but I was unable 
to do so. I  then felt that 1 was being Mesmerised. Observing, as I  suppose, 
an expression of anxiety, if not of fear, in my features, he bade me not be 
alarmed. I  longed to order him to desist, but as the pain became less and 
less acute, and as I  retained my consciousness intact, I  suffered him to pro­
ceed ; to tell the truth, I  doubt whether I could have uttered a sound; at all 
events, I  did not make the attempt. Presently, that is to say, after two or 
three minutes, the pain had entirely left me, and I felt what is commonly 
called in a glow. The native doctor then removed his eyes off mine, and 
inquired if I  was better. My reply, which I  had no difficulty in giving at

O  once, was in the affirmative,—in short, that I  was completely cured."
o

o  Case o f Atrophy, or Disease of the Mesenteric Glands.

> I  certify that Mr. Thomas Capern has been of the greatest 
'■^service to my child, who had been suffering from mesenteric 
'^disease for eight months. His belly was very much enlarged, and 
3Jas hard as a drum. His little legs and arms were nearly all skin 
^and bone. His appetite was voracious, but he derived little or no 

nutrition from his food. After Mr. Capern had operated upon the 
child for about a fortnight, there was a sensible difference in his 
appearance for the better. The belly had decreased considerably; 
the extreme tension of the abdomen was much reduced, and his 
appetite perfectly natural. He is at the time I  write this in
perfect health. J .  D . P ie r r e .

Citg l’Etoile, Paris, September, 1853.
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Extracts from ancient and modern writers, proving that 
Animal Magnetism was practised by tlie Egyptians, Grecians, and 
Homans, in the early ages

Prosper. Alpinus says that m ystic  frictions were the secret remedies em­
ployed by the priests for incurable diseases; and that tablets relating the 
wondrous cures were suspended from the colum ns in  the temples.

Hippocrates and the fam ily o f the Asclepiades took m any o f these tablets 
from  the temples o f M emphis and Heliopolis. T h e learned have preserved 
to us a few  o f these inscriptions, five o f  w hich have been translated and 
commented upon b y Sprengel. ( D a n s  I ' H i s t o r i e  P r a g m a t i q u e  d e  l a  M e d U  

■ c im .J

Sprengel says that surprising cures were produced b y  m anipulations and 
frictions during ablutions, especially  on persons o f a nervous temperament.

Plutarch  relates that P yrrhu s, k in g  o f  Epirus, used to cure persons who 
suffered from the spleen, b y  touching them  slo w ly  and for a  lo n g  tim e on 
the place affected.

P lin y  says there are m en whose w hole bodies are m edicinal, and w ho can, 
b y  strength of w ill or intention, g iv e  out their cu rative power.

Apollonius o f Tyan a, the most celebrated m an o f his time, w as instructed 
in a ll the m ysteries o f the tem ples of Ephesus, Sm yrna, A th ens, Corinth, 
and N ineveh. H e  had travelled  in  Persia, and visited  the Brahm ins in India. • 
H e had learned the m arvellous .secret for the cure o f diseases. H is cures 
■Were so surprising, that he w as called b y  some a  m agician, b y  others a  godk 
H e  effected his cures b y  means o f insufflation, that is, b y  breathing upon his 
patients, and by m eans of lig h t frictions.

Celsus, in Book I II ., says that Asclepiades made use o f frictions for 
inducing sleep in  those w ho were afflicted w ith  frenzy.

Ccelinus Aurelianus prescribes frictions in p leu risy and m egrim s. I t  is 
necessary, says he, to carry  the hand from the upper to the low er part o f the 
body. In  epilepsy he orders lig h t frictions to be made over the head and 
forehead, h avin g carefu lly  w arm ed the hands.

Tacitus informs us th at the Em peror Vespasian cured several poor people 
o f  blindness and lameness on the same principle as th at practised b y Ccelinus 
Aurelianus.

Elianus Claudius says ( H i s t .  A n i m a l ,  lib. x v i. cap. 28), that the P s y lli  
cured the bites o f venomous serpents b y  ap p lyin g sa liva  to the wounds. 
T h e y  cured also b y  contact w ith  the sick . H e also adds that on approaching 
the P sy lli, people were struck w ith  stupor, as i f  th ey  had drank a  soporific 
potion, and that th ey remained deprived o f their senses until the P s y lli  with* 
drew .

O rigen speaks o f m en who cured m aladies b y  the same m eans as those 
cured by Apollonius o f  Tyan a.
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G reg o ry the Thanm aturgist cured epileptic fits b y  breathing on the 
head o f the patient through a veil throw n over the head.

A lexander o f Tralles, a physician w ho lived in the middle ages, in  his 
w ritin gs recommends the use o f  longitudinal frictions, and touching the eyes 
lig h tly  w ith  the fingers, for convulsions and frenzy.

In  the beginning of the fourteenth century, A m au ld  de V illeneuve learnt 
from the A rabs the practice o f M agnetism , and used it  for the cure o f diseases 
w ith  great success, for w hich  h e w as persecuted and anathem atised. H is 
mind could not bear up again st such cruel treatm ent and he gave  w a y  to 

m elancholy.
Pomponius, born a t M antua, 1462, attem pted to prove that the cures attri­

buted to relics w ere effected b y  natural m ea n s; for w hich  boldness he w as 
cru elly  persecuted, and his book placed in  the Index.

Paracelsus, born 1493, studied the occu lt sciences and cured diseases 
w hich  had been reported incurable. H e w as the first to use the term 
M agnetism .

V an  H elm ont, born at Brussels, 1577, made such surprising cures b y  
M agnetism , that, notw ithstanding his virtue and piety, he w as suspected o f 
practising m agic and consigned to a  dungeon. H e says M agnetism  has 
nothing new  in  it but the nam e. I t  is  o n ly  a  paradox to those w ho m ock at 
and ascribe to Satanic pow er w h at th ey  cannot understand.

Iarchas, a celebrated Indian philosopher, relates th at he saw  every  
description of disease oured b y  the application o f  the hand of Indian sages. 
H e relates particu larly tho case of a m an wounded b y  a lion, w ho w as cured 
solely  b y  m anual friction.

One o f the most celebrated m en w ho professed to cure b y  m anual contact 
w as V alentine G reatrakes. H e  w as b o m  a t W aterford, in  th e y e a r  1628. H e  
cured num bers o f diseased persons b y  the touch, or b y  passing his hand over 
the body, more especially rheumatism, rheumatic gout, and nervous affec­
tions. A m on g the num ber o f his patients w ere the second D uke o f V illiers, 
and the astronomer Flam stead. A t  the request o f the E a r l o f O rrery he 
visited E n gland  to attend on the B ig h t H on. the V iscountess Conw ay. H is 
Buccess w as so great th at he w as requested b y  Lord A rlin gton , Secretary o f 
State, to proceed to London. In  the y e ar 1666, an account o f his strange 
cures, addressed b y him to the B ig h t H on. Bobert Boyle, w as printed, w ith  
the testimonials o f m any eminent persons. D r. B ust, the Lord  Bishop o f 
Dromore, states : “  I  w as three w eeks w ith  him  a t m y  Lord C o nw ay’s, and 
saw  pains stran gely fly  before his hands. There is som ething in it  more 
than ordinary, but I  am convinced it  is  not m iraculous. T h e m anner o f his 
operation speaks it  to b e  natural.”

Pom ponatus, in his w ork  “  D e Incantationum  O cculta Protesta,”  declares 
th at he does not believe in m agic, but he affirms th at the virtue of curing 
diseases b y  the touch is  possessed b y  certain m en w ithout a n y  m iraculous 
or m agical intervention.

Charles Toogood D ow ning, in  h is Work on “ China and the Chinese,” 
vo l. ii. p . 165, states th at A n im al M agnetism  is used b y  the Chinese bb a 
remedial agent.
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L I N E S
Written by a young Lady, on hearing Mesmerism, called “  im pious.”

C a l l  not the g ift u n h o ly : ’ tis a  fair, a  precious th ing,
T h a t God h ath  granted to our hands for gentlest m inist’rin g.
D id M ercy ever stoop to bless w ith  dark, u n earth ly spell ?
Could impious pow er w hisper peace, the soul’s deep throes to quell ? 
W ould evil seek to w ork  but good— to lu ll the burning brain,
A n d  lin ger in  some scene o f w oe, beside the bed o f pain ,—
T o  throw  upon the o’erfraught heart the b lessings o f repose,—  
U ntiring, w atch  th e  eye  o f care in  h ealin g slum ber close,—
A n d  as the a go n y  o f g r ie f  fe ll ’neath  the spirit’s w ill,
O ’er the w ild  billow s o f despair breathe tenderly, “  B e s t i l l? ”
Speak g e n tly  o f the new-born g ift, restrain  the scoff and sneer,
A n d  th in k  how  m uch w e  m ay not learn is  y e t  around u s h e r e ;—  
W h a t paths there are w here Faith m ust lead th at K n ow led ge cannot 

share,
T h o u gh  still w e tread the devious w a y , and feel th at T ru th  is  there- 
Say, is the w orld so fu ll o f j o y — hath each so fair a lot,
T h a t w e should scorn one bounteous g ift, and, scorning, use it  not ? 

Because the finite th ought o f m an grasps not its hidden course,
D o w e reject th e  stream  because w e  cannot track  its  source ?
H ath  N ature, then, no m ystic  la w  w e seek in  v ain  to scan  1  

Can man, the m asterpiece o f God, trace the unerring plan 
T h a t places o’er the restless sea the bounds it  cannot pass,—
T h a t g iv e s  the fragrance to the flower, the “ g lo ry  to the g ra s * ” ?

O h 1 life, w ith  a ll its fitful gleam s, hath  sorrow for its d o w e r;
A n d  w ith the «m m g heart d w ell the p an g and m any a  w eary  hour. 

H ail, then, w ith  gladness w h at m ay soothe the achin g brain  to r e s t ; 
A n d ca ll not impious th at w h ich  brin gs a  b lessing and is  blest.
T h e gladden’d soul re-echoes praise w h ere ’er th is p ow ’r  hath been j 
A n d  w h at in  m ercy God doth g iv e , 0  ca ll not thou unclean.

" God hath showed me that I  should not coll any man common or unclean.”—Acts x. 28.
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