


ORDINANCES FOR THE OBSERVANCE OF THE MEM-
RERS OF THE COMMUNITY FORMING THE GREAT
ORGANIZATION, PREPARATORY T0 THE ESTABLISH-
MENT OF THE UNIVERSAL CHURCH OF CHEIST, AS
ADDRESSED TO THE HEADS OF FAMILIES IN THESE
WOLDS : ““ MAKE THINE HOUSE THY CHURCH, AND
BE A PEOPLE PREPARED FOR THE LORD,
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AN ADDRESS 10 THE COMMUNIIY.
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Wr. the servants of the Most High, assembled
0 counsel, in compliance with nstructions re-
cetved from heaven n divine revelations, compiled
3 code of rules, as revealed by the amel of the
Lord, tor the purpose of forming the oommumty
into that or oanization which 1s declared shall not
be broken by any earthly power, as specified In
the “ Warning Message.” And at the conclusion
of the said rules, we again received Instructions
to compile this pamphlet bearing the above
heading ; and as our signatures are affixed o
the rules m question, and which are now gone
forth and have receved the signatures of many
persons who have pledged themselves fo ad-

here to the principles therem taught, and who

are now enrolled in the Commumt 8 Book ; and
members being fast increasing, the Lord hath
again seen fit o permit His holy angel to appear
unto me, one of his chosen instruments, that His
divine commands should be revealed and diffused,
and having received instruction to call a meetm” N
of the circle on he 17th day of May, 1857, for
the purpose of Tecewing the ordinances for e o
guide of worship, to be observed by all pers
who are desn"ous of becoming sincere. Christ: e




g
and true followers of Christ and His apostles ol
the above-named day, re-assembled to receive the
holy and sacred commands, in accordance with the
instructions before revealed ; and I being the me-
dium, through the blessings of the divine Creator,
though whom all the sacred revelations contained
1in nine speeific works have been revealed, the Lord
hath seen fit to choose me also as His humble in.
strument for diffusing the great and glorious truths
contained in this pamphlet, the necessity for the
1ssue of which I and my friends now see and ac-
knowledge as a great blessing to all- our fellow
creatures.  I'or having before learned by divine
revelation, the gross h}pocrmy ‘and fallacy upon
which the various sects and denominations of reli-
gion are founded, through the corruptions of the
seriptures ; and havmg been taught to declare that §
they all bemg based upon oppression, their m]ers :
- an teachers Iabourx 1€ solely for gam, aggrandise-

ment, and a worldly name, have become an abom-
"j; ﬂaerefore the people are
| bns and turn to th

?ath of nghteousne
hap?mess, and rest, f
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Ling on the tare O f the POOIXE S
B t be possible that the people
{QO long blind to this great contrast e
. pretended followers of Christ in these
form any of these great, glorious, or bene-
olent acts? Do they preach without fee ? Do
ey heal the sick? Do they walk {rom Pla‘cq tn
olace diffusing charities, and subsisting on the fare
of their humble fellow creatures ? The answer 1S
No—decidedly No. Not one of these acts has
ever been performed by a clergyman of any one
seet or denomination of the present form of reli-
gion in these days. No! they must have splendid
mansions or villag to live in, carriages to ride 1in,
retinues of servants, and enormous salaries gleaned
and filched from the hard earnings of their help-
less and deluded fellow creatures, who are taught
to believe that it is the will of God that they should

toil in misery and want to support in luxury and
idleness their pastoral teachers. DBut our instruec-
tions are to look upon all with charity and com-
passion, and to pity the ignorance and weakness
of those who thus sin against God, but to shew the
people their errors, knowing that they would wil-
lingly support their teachers in moderate comftort.
But how a man who calls himself a minister of God
and a follower of Christ, can know that numbers
of his followers are compelled to labour six days
out of the seven, for a pittance of from seven to
bwelve shillings per week, while he, the said min-
ister, will take his hundreds, or even his thousands
pet year, collected from the earnings of the toiling

masses, and liVe : * .
. n sple i gees et 1
relicarsing formg] splendour and luxury, merely

Sermons’ a few hou
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contentment to the people, I am, as every thmkmn
person must be at a loss to conjecture ; though it

requires but little comprehension to see that thei,
real object 1s to create wealth and ebtain a worldly
name, and not the comfort, happiness, or well.
bemg of their fellow-creatures in this world, or
their salvation in the world to eome. Here then

1s the necessity for the great organization, that a
people may be prepared for the Lord; for as all
the religious sects are condemned as hypocntlcal w
it 18 necessary that the people who are warned to
resist their delusions should have something upon
which their faith and hopes should rest, as they
are the victims of avarice, hypoerisy, idolatry, and
delusion; hence the origin of the instructions for
these ordinances being diffused. With this briel
prelude I now proceed to lay before the community
the revelations which show to the world the neces-
sty for the head of every family to make his house
his chureh, or to mﬂew or her neaglbom at
every rtuni to otter u their devotions to
Him oppoh“ dtZe ‘“’finvﬂ?eee wor j*rﬁ-«*a ot |
where two or three w ﬂ ether in my
mmo, hhem wﬂl I -
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REVELATION 1s8t, —*¢ .
the Lord, and witth just(i)czjthlolio%qrt h;II;dt Oi%(-t)theF n the g
unite in prayer and thanksgivinﬂ, unto hiergrt\tz)l;gor Olurgmde_
g?\'erneth all things; for the Lgrd in 4 Predk anr(il et; and
ﬁod, and a great King above all kings, and in Hig ?1(:1(;3:1
l'ostgt.h the universe, with all its marvellous workings ; the
sea 1s also His, and He created all which dwelleth utf)oél the
earth and in the waters which circumscribe the earth, and all
animation oweth its existence unto Him. Therefore gracious
and wise are thy works and ways, O Lord God Almighty, to
whom let us lift up our hearts and voices, for He hath pro-
mised that wherever two or three are gath ] !
name. there will He be 1n the midst of them ; and that we
may here be snabled to realize and experience the truths of
this divine promise, by the ingpiration and influence of His
holy spirit; let us bare our heads, stand upon our feet, 1ift up

onr eyes and hearts 10 heaven, and in one Yolce Say a3

follows i— the living God, hallowed be Thy name,
: done on earth,

our daily bread, and

Thee unfeigned thanksgiving, and Thou
will forgive them that

Thy kingdom will come, and
as 1t 1s in heaven ;
our hearts offer unto
hast forgiven us our trespasses, and we el
trespass against us, ond thus participate 10 = 8Y O R
ings ; and we humbly beseech 1 e

from the evil snares of the W'Oﬂg’
the vile : for thine are t},:l,e kingdoms,

glory, world without end.
ite their

‘At the conclusion <()if ’Lhis1 A
semblage 1s yet standing, let U 5. fVF T
voices, and rgad, rehearse, or sIng, the fOﬂ'OWlﬂg
spiritul hymn, as revealed for this purpose :—J

SPIRITUAL HYMN.

« Great God, with wonder and with praise,
We read Thy sacred words ;
While unto Thee our voices raise,

And hail Thee Lord of Lords, A > ‘u .

Praye_r, Whll




In language which no earthly mind
; Or human skill could frame

1o breathe such comfort to mankind
Yet praise Thy holy name.

1t tells us through thy sacred word,

Christ came upon the carth ' 3
To ransom with His precious blood
- From everlasting wrath,

~ The souls of all the human race,

. Which Thou, O Lord, didst make
- To dwell 1in glory face to face,

With samts Who 1ot thy 8.8 uip divig oo |
T RF S ' Didst die to serve thy sacred word, .

As Christ, their Saviour King; j4
Who fulfill'd all Thy words, oh Goﬂ 4

Thus we Thy praises sing. = =

e : £
¥

| Then help, oh Lord, with graﬁp‘us ‘hana, . 3
- .. Inspire us with Thy %all,” * 2 SCSES SIS,

B - That we before our foes may . R

o R T AN smg thy pm.ises still. o T
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‘hy wisdom and trath. Therefore, we humbly beseé - &% -
Lo e o0 Thy bountiful goodness, be pleased 19

that Thou wilt, 1 Lhy bOU B ; 5 g eI
iit,;‘!;t(_fn their um]u,:‘r:%tzl.n("'\ing, ﬂlzlt they 1’1111)’ be enablcd L0 1C «t: - ‘
Thy sacred truths, and flee from the coming wrath, and g
sheltered beneath the banners of Thy chosen people, and fililt
we, Thy servants, may be enabled to diffuse Thy loving kind-
ness amongst all mankind, and that our endeavours may be so
inspired that our numbers may so increase, and our prayers
s0 diligent and incessant that they may seem good in thy
sight, so that those who shall henceforth unite with us may
rejoice in these Thy blessings. And mow O ILord, even as
Thou hast hitherto heard our prayers and enlightened our
understanding, may this our feeble supplication be acceptable
to Thee, and that we may henceforth, with one accord, glorify
Thy holy name. This we beg in thy name, and in the name

of him who died for our salvation. Amen.

[Here let the assemblage seat themselves, while
the head of the family, or whomsoever he or she
may appoint, shall read the following exhortation,
or any select passage or passages from any of the
spiritual books issued, 1n combination with the
ordinance or devotions of the meeting.]

EXHORTATION.

““ Men, brethren, and sisters, as we are here assembled for
the purpose of offering our prayers and supplications to a just,
wise, and a merciful God in behalf of our brethren and sisters
of the great human family, irrespective of their conditions or
positions in life, or their mode of living ; we wish particularly
to call your attention to the great object for which our prayers
are offered.  For, although we have been taught, and are our-
selves instructed to teach our fellow-creatures to despise and

shrink from the tyrannical and oppressive habits of man, and
o shun all the follies and vices of worldly life, to the extent

of our capabilities, which. through divine grace, are given unto

"Zt’ yet we are not taught to despise the people who are per-
fen:'?rtr(:ll)‘s :; who encourage and support these vices : but to
co,,dit,-o,f'f O:t ?10 matter whatever grade, station, position, or
ke m’ay p:ssatever the intellect, capacity, or conduct such

g ess, 5 S e ai tond” -Bane
they may differ wide ATe taught to bear in mind, although

Widely from us in their inferiority in thjg-

eli-

- Same God who created them created us, gpgd




8

that they are equally members of his universal family; and
that, though they appear rebellious to his will, yet he feels the
same care, tenderness, and loving kinduness for them, even as
for those who strive to obey his commands and counsels ; for
the Lord permits the evils to exist, to shew forth the good
and woe be to those who shall treat his instruments with scorn
or derision, whether such instruments be used by him to shew
forth the evil or the good. Ior, though worldly laws are made
to pumish crime, yet, whether the evil ones escape this pun-
ishment or not, they cannot evade the sufferings which follow
upon the track of all evil doers. This alone showeth that God
himself is all-powerful and just, and can punish or reward
accordingly. Hence we are taught that it 18 the duty of every
Christian and true ‘ollower of Christ and his apostles to look
upon all persons, of whatever sins they may be guilty, with
true feclings of compassion, treating them with brotherly love
and kindness, and pitying them for their melancholy condition,
~ grieving at their misfortunes, as though they were our real
~ brothers and sisters, knowing that a loving

118, and mveloﬂmdsﬁt:ght l'm-'

‘parent watches |
over them and is gneved at their disobedience ; and that that ef 1
parent is the Lord of all, and Governor of the unmiverse. So
that, although we ourselves have turned asxde from the worldl ‘f"i**f;ii?_!?}};;
delusions, avd are instructed to endeavour to turn others with
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the clouds will open as the voice of many thunders rend the
air ; 80 that all nations, kindreds, and tongues, the fowl of the
air, the beasts of the fields, and the fishes of the sen sh‘:‘lll fOM
his presence @ and the wicked shall mourn as they .
ll\:ll'\"(‘“mls thins_{h", \\'hi]ﬂ ”10 'i“" O11S W
great day of Grod Almighty lllztr;]](t::)::it?, \\“1’1
swept from the (_‘:u‘.lh. and true hnppiness, peace, and content
ment will be experienced by the chosen people of God unde£

\ Ay \. ' \ \. ' (Y " ) 3 . 3
the merciful reign of Christ their Saviour, and henceforth their
everlasting King.

|When this exhortation, or the selected passages
from any of the works are completed, let the as-

Ty e TS "

semblage agaimn rise upon their feet, and with eyes
“and hearts uplifted read or rehearse the following
prayer :|—

“ Almighty and everlasting God, we, thy feeble servants of

humanity, do humbly and devoutly thank thee for all thy
blessines and loving kindness which thou hast bestowed upon
us, and that, even as in the days of old. when our forefathers

sinned against heaven and in thy sight, thou didst send tﬁy
messengers to the earth to dec]u.vo t.,o thy chosen 316111 tlg
things which thou, O Lord, in thy justice hadst decre;) S ltcl):ll;t
fall upon the earth, and thus, O Lord, we t.hank. t 183 itl;
even in this ace of science and enterprize, mmglet Wer—
tyranny and om‘n'vssion. Thou hast seen fit once mor fmfnguts
mit thy holy angels to communicate 0 thy chosel’lﬁnsearth’ to
the wrath which thou wilt see fit to pour UPOS’:‘inZ goodness,
cleanse it from its iniquities, and thus, by thy a1 s whioh must
thou hast made known to the people a}l e e\;(: g counsels and
come o pass, go that they, by listening to ¢ ybered amongst
turning from their vices and follies, may be nu erthrow of
those whom thoy hast declaved shall witness the oV f that
all .ubominationg, and experience the happy ‘relgn . 1 y.
Christ who died that man's sufferings for their disobedience
might not be etornal.  And now, O Lord, grant that for thy
Bﬂkﬂ, we may be enabled to spl'ﬁﬂd thy gl()l'iﬁus t]’ﬂtha; S0 thaty
L‘:‘;‘;ﬁt};‘i egﬁde?t{ley cometh to establish his kingdom. b
| ] thvpcreautlg ,]011!)1 in that “UIVGI‘S&I Wor-shlp .W.hICh will makﬁ
~ continue 1o se:vs SPP}’: Ang t.hat we, by divine grace, .
compassion gl ¢ thee In Sincerity and truth, and to treat with
the childYen of men, believing them all as pars

witness theses

| rejoice that the last
hen all evils will be
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of the great human family, acknowledging thou, O Lord, as
Father and Creator of all ; so that, with this harmonious feel.
ing, our members may increase, and though contention and
strife may be stirred up around us, we may remain steadfast,
and look forward to the future with joyful anticipations. This
we beg in thy name, believing thee to be the everlasting and
only true God, who liveth and reigneth, world without end.”

‘Here again let the assemblage seat themselves
while the following i1s read aloud by the head of

the house, or such person as may be appointed
at the time :]—

T'o the Members of the C’ommumty

Men, brethren, and members, we have been
commanded from on high to write these thmga'tb
shew unto you, and to mankind in general,
manifold reasons why it is that Almighty Gad‘
heen pleased to send his holy angel to reveal these
things for your gmde Whlﬁh by atter ing the f.::t ‘?_fﬁ'*i

............
C \ . y
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or rest (or the (;fli‘)i?l(\{; m].d énjoyment and recrea-
tion for MET, and that 1t Was hypocrisy to revel
1 vice and \\'i(}.l{(‘,t(’l)‘lfiss, on 81X days of the week
- oll its \v'{tl‘.lf""f')" ()f .{'(')}-‘mS, O1E portion of the hu-:
mgn race exercising tyranny, and oppression.
aver the other ppl’h()ﬂ, and then cloakin their
ovil habits by gomng to church or chapel on the
seventh day, while numbers of their menials are
slaving at home, and think, or endeavour to make
the people believe, that their sanctified appearance,
or their formal prayers, or their respectable assem-
blage two or three times on that day, 1s sufficient
stonement to God for all their vices committed
during the week; hut thisis a hypocritical delusion,
and an abomination to Grod ; and woe be to those
in the last days who shall continue in such hy-
0CI1SY. =
- 1 hsg second cause is, that, since christianity has
existed upon the earth, the people have beten
taught to believe 1t the existence {)f g PAORSLES
who is called the devil, and who 18 qaid to go about

like a roaring lion seeking whom he M
by stirring up strife and discor
human race; and whose power 18 repr Fe
be 50 areat that he can, at his will, OVerthr

thwart the decrees of that God who 18 ackpowle?dged

% be the creator and governor of all things, and

%0 the said monster is feared, and 1N many in-

i}i]@ances caused to be more reverenced than God

tizf?lse}f. But this is proved to be an artful 1nven-

madpoﬂ}our wily rulers, ip by-gone ages, who have

s ¢ said monster o {gke upon himself the

h aa bee‘:ls jmltd of the.ir crimesf; thiS, hOWQVQr,

calleq Jdevil Egatg explmne.d, proving. tha.t the. el
¢ evil which exists in the mindg
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of wicked men, and that every persop ;
pator of this to a greater or less degree "
PR ) k3 : > S Mgy
seen by reaaing the works before issued ¥ be
The third cause 1s, that, from early titigy |
professors of christianity have been taughy ¢ e
lieve that the wicked, or those who die yy
acknowledging the embraced doctrines of chrisg
anity in their present form, will suffer elerny
torment in hell fire and brimstone, althoug), g,
may obtain forgiveness and go direct to hegy,
by sincere repentance during the last momentg
their lives. And yet they confess that Cly
died for all, while they also declare that hLell o
heaven 1mmediately after death 1s the certann
reward of all; but this, too, the angel of the Lo
has been commanded to declare is a delusion and
a wicked invention, for the purpose of keeping
mankind i1n subjection to their rulers, under pam
of imprisonment in this world, and everlasting
torment in the world to come. Were such the
case, what encouragement i1s there held out &
virtue and piety? Such threats are absurd an
displeasing to God, as is shewn in other works
which confirm Christ’s words, which declare:~
‘““ That all should suffer according to their deeds
done 1n the flesh, but that in the end, after pi’*
fication, through the Saviour’s blood, all mankm‘},
should enter into everlasting rest and happimnes”
Therefore, brethren and members, we must 2
expect to escape the scoffs and jeers of the 1;}?6
enlightened masses, while we are united fof,oJs
purpose of advocating these great and glOﬂﬁpd
truths ; but we must remember that Christ 4!
his apostles, when on earth, suffered every S%ure
of wretehedness and degradation possible 10"

e

'~

10yt




aflicted upon them, not by the poor and 1gnorg1rlt,
or what the world called wicked, but by the scribes
and the pharisees and chief priests, who were
their religious or moral teachers and rulers; and
soit will be in these days. It is the heads and
followers of the different religious denominations
who fear the diffusion of these truths, and who will

use their endeavours to destroy or strangle 1t in
its progress. But heed them not, for the Lord

has declared, through his holy angels, that not-
withstanding the scofis, jeers, wrath, or contempt
of men, his great and glorious truths shall go forth

m triumph, and those who endeavour to propagate
them, mstead of incarceration or ignominious
death, shall be rewarded with triumphant success,
and participate in the great and glorious change,
and witness the merciful rule and reign of Christ

their Redeemer and King.

[Again let the assemblage arise, hift up their
hands as before, while the person appointed read

1P

or rehearse 1n a loud voice the fBTTOWing prayer :|—

“O Almighty God, unto whom all hearts be open, all desires
known, and from whom no secrets are hid, we thine unworthy
servants do arrange ourselves before thee in humble supplica-
tion, beseeching thee that thou wilt stretch forth thy powerful
arm, and ingpire us with thy holy will, and strengthen us so
that we may be enabled, by thy divine grace, to surmount the
difficulties by which we are surrounded. And O, Almighty

Giod, grant that for thy sake we may be enabled to set forth
thy praise, and to shew unto the world that we, notwithstand-
ing the oppressive calamities by which we are surrounded,
by thy divine permission, can walk boldly through the
mazes of men, heedless of their scoffs and jeers, and that we,
by thy divine grace, shall be enabled to assist our fellow men,
by making manifest thy eternal will. This we beg in the name
zi our Mediator, that he mayest make intercession im our
half, by directing the celestial spirits, under whose guardiax
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ship we are protected, 1o relieve ug from our enentie

vanquish all their fiendish desions, so that in the r’m‘l'l"-*.,.:u“{
of thy glory, we may embrace and ever hold fast t‘h(l\munc"
which, by thy divine permission, are given unto ug,
beg, for thy sake, through him who liveth and reig
one God, world without end. '

tlll'l”\{
Iy )

(Here let the assemblage again seat themselye
while the following 1s read by appointment, g
hefore directed :]—

- Men, brethren, members, and fellow christians, T have
 been directed to insert this prayer, as a part of the ordinance
which it has pleased God to call upon you to- observe ;fand to
finform you that the same prayer was revealed unto our circle
lin 1854, December 29th, in consequence of the calamities by
‘which we were surrounded, and will be published in the latter
[portion of the * Warning Message,” in which a full history of
tho circle is given. f And, atour assembling for receiving the
mstructions and prayers for the formation of this ordinance
and worship, we were commanded to insert this particular
Lprayer before the hymn which should conclude t 018
End Tiow Deantifully are all the wants of feeble humanity
expressed in those solemn but sacred words; and, as timo pro-
resses and the great events become nearer, we are well con
vinced that all persons who stand forth to advocate these grea!
and marvellous truths, will need protection and assistauce
from him who alone can proteet his

/
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118 chosen people. For, be
assured that tyranny in all grades of ociety is becomo 0 Pt
valent, that the great calamlﬁe’ﬂ“ﬁp&dﬁ, are foretold aro n%w
- near at hand, and great will bo the sufferings experienced 'Y
e 1 B Wﬁ?b’mﬁ" jeer, or treat with contempt theso sacred truthﬂk;
| e an :,}a-z'..;,m, and rulers ot the 1l
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aloud 10 o
ngs Which has cansed the Pe(’[’lp oy g d the great ange ‘

been heard, an
ccour, until their cries have ‘ — and
:abnel has been permltted to descend to the

Jeclare i— ; a
“That the Lord hears the eries which ascend from each

nauon,

His anger is kindled, the tyrants shall find ;
For the wrongs they have heaped on his help]ess creatlon,

Their power shall be scattered like chatf in the wind.’

MEessAGE,
Aftor the overthrow of all earthly power and evil abominations,

ud Christ’s kingdom of universal love and happiness is estab-

lished, the great angel has declared, in the same poem, that
there shall be— . . o |

“Then no more threats of eternal damqatlon, Bl

His people all happy, henceforward shall sing
Their praises to Christ, who has wrought their salvam..s. | *
And fall down and wdrshxp their Saviour and i T

: ’What a great and glorious time to anhcxpatet and we, lho
| servants of God and followem of his &tunet orchmzotr, exhot
maﬂ, as brethren and sisters of the reat P - ¥
WIO may remain steadfast 1 n ehex» faith,
% promote the great and glorious cause tQ C o0 el

| God's blessing, ye aro called; andn to bear in mmd than‘ | gt %
| your labours of love, a heavenly and glorious reward awaits ¥

£y f_ﬁerefore be steadfast , watch and pmy ’ ﬁlﬁw dé 0‘ B
B Lis af, hand - With these Woa&h le'ﬁ m
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B 18 Eig,

A new Jerusalem too he'll build—
That great Messiah, gracious Tord—

Wherein his sovereign will to wield,
All nations to obey his word.

Unto his holy, sacred throne,
All nations shall a tribute pay :
When he will sit and reign alone,
Supreme to all etermity.

But first the tyrants’ yoke must fall,
Ere he will set his people free;
His herald-minstrels then shall call

All nations to the Jubilee!”

'At the conclusion of the hymn, let the head of
the house, or the person he or she may have
appointed, dismiss the assemblage with these
words : |—

Beloved brethren and sisters, and members of the great
community, as our devotions are for this time completed, |
in the name of Almighty God, and in the uame of Jesus Christ
the Redeemer of the world, dismiss you with the love of (rod
o and may the drace of Jesus Christ be amougst yoi
vith peace and good will towards all men. Depart in peace,
and remember the work we are cailed upon to perform, 2
that the day of the Lord and of our deliverance is at ban'
Peace be with you! Farewell! JILH

J. G. H. BR "'i", R
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