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"If I am lporant how anything !a dono, what lo done I know. Whall ean we 
doubt the force ofllghtolng? So I argue about all Jdnd.Jofdi\'inatlon."- CICERO. 

n The cft'ecta produced ••• ue independent of all pa.rticipatlon of the imagi· 
no.tlon." u It appears clear that thete etrecta are due to aomc eommunlcation 
which It eatabll1hed between thelr nervou• 17ttema."- Covixa. 

u It teems not to have Identity with eJectrlclly, nor with magnetltm proper, nor 
ltlt the lntluence of lmqlnation.. It Jeeml a new force."- A..aAoo. 

Entered occonllna to A.et ot ~In the yeerl/:100, by 

GOULD AND LINCOLN, 

In the Clerk'• Oftlce of the Dialrlcl Conrt of the Dialrlct of x-chuoetta. 



THE AUTHOR TO HIS READERS. 

THI: subject of which these letters treat has l011t none of its 
fteshness of Interest, although the special phenomena which 

lately excited so mpch curiosity may no longer be viewed as 
ttrikingly novel. Were it not that these phenomena are but 

a species under a genWI, had not two or three differing forms 

ot the· same class of facts rapidly succeeded each other in our 
country, foretokening other forms yet to be developed, the in

quiry as to their possible source, might seem to come too late. 

It is only In the lull after the storm that men are calm enough 

to look facts steadily In the face, and ration&lly to search for 

their cause. 

The admission of the re&llty of the facts of the phenomena 

called "Spiritual Manifestations" may awaken a p~udice In 

the minds of one class of readers; while the apparent sugges

tion of a natural canse for them, may disaffect inquirers of 
an opposite caste. But, have we not all learned that it is the 
imperfection of our nature which leads us &11 to Idolize our 
preconceived opinions, and which makes us deny to ourselves 

a fair hearing of what seems counter to, or In advance of, our 
already formed judgments? Will not the reader, of whatever 

class, grant the credit of sincerity and impartiality professed 
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IV THE AUTHOR TO HIS READERS. 

in the title " Spiritualism Tested; " and allow himself to be, 

for the time, the friend addressed in these familiar letters? 

It may be ~roper here to remark, that &he main part of the 
present work was prepared, and a small edition issued, several 

years since, under the title " To Daimonlon, by Traverse Old· 
field." Hence some may ask the reason for this change of title, 
and the unveiling of the anthor. The name "To Daimonion" 
has proved both a blinding and a deceiving guide to readers of 

these letters; those who know the history of the word, doubt

ing whether the author nses it in the old Greek sense or not; 

while to most, It has had no meaning. What has no meaning, 
is useless; and what may mislead, is sometimes worse than use

less. The period that has elapsed since its first publication, 

has given growing confirmations to the conclusions, and added 
accumulations to the facts embodied in the first twelve letters; 

and has suggested the "SUl'PLEKBNT.ARY LETTER," under 

the new title. Meanwhile, the disguise of the author having 

proved inetfectual, is thrown otf ; because a mask savors of 

hypocrisy when it no longer conceals. The resnlts reached in 

these pages, have been to the author an exceeding great re
ward for all the toll they have demanded, in the confirmation 
of hls own faith, and the assurance of his own hope. It is be

cause they have aided other minds also, that they are now a 
second time given to the public. 

COLtnnllAlf COLLEGB, W A8Bilf(lll'()lf, D. C., 

liABCJl 1, 1800. 

G. W. S. 
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mJ: NATUB.ll OP TB11 SPIRITUAL lllEDIUM NOT TO B11 

BX.PLAINBD. 

" Hoc IIUil contentUII, qnod, etiam sl quomodo qulclque flat lgnorem quid 
flat lnt.eUign. Pro omnl divlnatlone idem • • reopondebo. • * Quid! 
de fi1IJ111rum vi, dubltare num poSBunt r nonne cum multa alia mlrabiUa, 
&anc IUud In prim!• f • * Causarum enlm Ignoratio In re nova mira
Uonem ftoelt: eadem ignoratio, al In reb1111 Wlita&la eat, DOll mlramur."
Cicero de DiviiiiJlione, 1., 9, 10, & n., 22. 

[With this I am cont.eot, tbBI. even if I am Ignorant In what way ""7-
. thing happeiJI, what d..., happen I kDOW'. In reference to eveey kind or 
diTination 1 will reply the same. 'What ! can we doubt u to power of 
lichtnlop r Ia it DO& 10 tbBI. while there are m11D7 other thiop wonderful, 
t.hta 11 among the first ? * * For ignorance of causes in a new occurrence 
prod,.... wonder : the same Ignorance, if it exlatlln COIIIIIlon ~ 
we do not wonder at. ] 

S;ympathy for the Inquirer.- Repulsive Replie8 of some.- Hint 
in College Days.- Future Study of tho Ancients.- No F~ 
Explained. - Soienoe only Claasilles.- Spiritual Knowledge 
IDOIIt Limited. - Three Developments in " Spiritual Rappings.". 
-The "Tapping, Writing and Speaking" Media.- Object, 
to lind a General law. 

)fy DEAR CHARLES : 

I am glad you have written so freely of your obser
ntions and inquiries, of your doubts and difticultiea, in 
reference ro the "Spiritual Rappings." Be assured 
you have one that knows how ro sympathize with you; 
a friend whose own mind has been struggling for years 
tJuou.gh the mist, seeking a rock ro stand upon ; and 



10 BYHPATIIY lOR TBJI INQUIRD. 

who, with a shipwrecked comrade's eagemelll!, de1ighta 
w reach a band or w fling a rope w the aid of a brother 
yet UlsSed on the billows of an unsettled faith, and if 
possible w he1p him w a foot-hold. 

What a pity it is that youth too often doubt the sin
oerity or the·ability of their elder, and, therefore, more 
experienced, comrades in the voyage of life! Too often 
the aged and experienced, and even the intelligent and 
learned, do not enter into the mental trials of inquiring 
youth ; they do not give themselves time to come back 
w their own early years, and w recall w mind their own 
days of doubt and uncertainty. Absorbed in their own 
partioular pursuits, they listen with but half an ear w 
half the story ; and they have not time nor patience w 
give the reasons of their own instinotive deoision, -
that, tlwugk mysterWul, there is for these wonders of 
our day a natural though unexplained cause. Some
times, also, the man of matured views on these subjects 
replies too abruptly when questioned ; responding with 
one or the other of these two curt declarations, aooord
ing as his temperament is aeoular or religious, - " It is 
all kumlntg," -or, "It is all from the dnil." But, 
Charles, do not distrust. therefore the heart or the head, 
the feeling or the conviction, of your experienced and 
inte1ligent friends. They may be hasty in assigning 
the ultimate catae of these phenomena which perplex 
you; and yet they may be right in the main conviotion, 
that there is nothing supernatural in them. 

Nearly twenty years since, the first experiments in 
"Mesmerism" were agitating our community. In ~e 
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city near by our university, lecturers were performing 
nightly ;- and one of my own classmates was a suooessful 
operatnr. Oar scientific prof81!80r visitAld and witnessed 
these exhibitions. Eagerly one morning, when on the 
subject that called it up, did we watch for the views of 
our acute ProfUI!Or of Physiology. From that mom· 
ing-the oonviction restAld on some of our minds, that in 
all the phenomena relating to spiritual media there is 
the working of a wondrons _power in our nature, myste
rious, indeed, and unexplained, yet not supernatural. 
It is not delusion nor the devil ; not, on the one hand, 
all deception, nor, on the other hand, a supernatural 
influence wrought by an evil agent. As, in interestAld 
survey, histnries of the past and thrilling scenes in 
other lands have since added their clustering oonfirma. 
tions, a lengthening chain of past testimonials, and a 
widening web of now witnessed facts, has seemed to 
invest as with the robe and insignia of truth the chance 
thought of the oollege lecture-room. In every land and 
every age, by men most renowned in science and letters, 
by Franklin and Hale, by Galen, Pliny and Cicero, by 
Platn, Socrates and Zoroaster, 88 well 88 by Luke and 
Paul and Moses, mysterious manifestations of the spir· 
ituol medium were beheld, wondered at and oommentAld 
on ; and, with an aooordance of idea greater than their 
language at first indicates, a cause in the nature of 
things has been suggested. 

You ask, Charles, that the phenomena of the " spir· 
itnal rappings" be explained. Will you let me remind 
you of two things, before we begin our eumination 1 
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No phenomenon in Dature, either in the material-or 
spiritual world, ever has been or ever will be explaiftetl. 
ro us while we· are in this life. Science· itaelf eftD 
uplains nothing ; it only clauijies phenomena, draw·· 
ing out the law or order of sequence, according ro 
which events occur, but not QJX(IUn;ting for the law. 
In the material world facts in many a field of inquiry 
have been grouped and generalimed ; but no one fact has 
really been accounted fur. Every plant now growing 
ie every hour taking up from the soil through its roots, 
and ia from the air through its leaves, chemical ingre
dients, with which it ie building itself up ; actually , 
ereating, every moment, particles of matter into root, 
stalk, leaf and flower. Everybody eeee it ; ecience 
classifies the phenomena ; but who ever thinks of 
explaining the process ? In the fields of spiritual 
investigation, in mental ecience, how much }eBB has 
been accomplished ! While every year some new prin· 
eiple of material things ie dieoovered, or some new appli· 
cation of natural law ie made to the arts of human life, 
philosophers in their examination of our spiritual being 
seem to have noted no more facts, to have fixed no 
more settled conclusions, to have demonstrated no more 
positive laws, than were known and ~l"ied by the 
ancient wise men of Greece and Rome, and even of 
India and Egypt. Expect not, then, my young friend, 
that the " spiritual rappings" will be uplaintd to 
you. There are limite to human knowledge. A very 
Newton has to stop on the shore even of material inves
tigation, and he must be oontAmt to be but a boy picking 

Digitize_, -'YGoo [e 



liP • few pebbles, while the whole ocean of truth lit. 
aees:p1ored beyoDd. And Ill to raarches in the ,.,.. 
Will worW, that is plunging beoeath the ~. int-9 
f~Jte ocean, where we have .no eye to see with. God has 
,wddaa all these dark depths fiom us, now oreatures of 
88Dte, meaning that the study shall in another life haw 
• freshness of interest ; when his own Son's promile 
will be realiled, "What thou knowest not now, t~ 
.Jbalt know bereafter." Bear in mind, then, if we~ 
.bet trace in human nature, in other ages and natio.u, 
.ilevelopmeots similar to these of the spiritual rappioga, 
if we oau. see enough in them to satisfy ourselv&~~ 

.U,t they are not super-natural; but 11/Jtural, tha.t 
,&hey are not oommunicatioos from disembodied spirita, 
bllt mysterious yet universal workings of our own 
~piritual and nervous organism, we shall have arrived 
» all which aren science oau. hope to attain. 

It is the " spiritual rappings " in which you are 
Ulterested, and which you wish explained. You are 
aware, however, that this term was applied to the til$. 
development of the mysterious agency, whose working 
js now so extensively observed and wondered at. :U 
has now oome to be synonymous with the wider expres
eion, spiritual communications. There are now thought 
to be three distinct modes of oommunication with disem· 
bodied spirits. There is the tapping (or rapping) me
dium ; through which oommunicatioos are sup~ to 
be' given by tapt on a table ; two or three successive 
indicating anent, or the presence of a spirit ; particalu' 
m-sea being received b1 the iDq~'s tolJChins _. 

2 



14 A GlllfDAL L.&.W '1'0 Bll SOUGm. 

oeesively the letters of the alphabet prin~ on a card, 
noting those when touched which are responded to by 
the tappings, and writing down such letters in order, 
until words and sentences are thus obtained. There is, 
again, "the writing medium," the man or woman 
influenced seeming to lose control of the right arm, when 
the pen or pencil is taken ; and the band being drivea 
up and down and over the paper in confused scrawls, or 
W. irregular letters and lines, making out intelligible or 
unintelligible words and sentences. There is, fi.nally, 
"the q1eoking medium," the person inftuenced being 
lost in a swoon or trance, and then uttering strange and 
unaccountable sentiments and expressions. Moreover, it 
is now asse~ 88 the teaching of these media, that 
the acenes of the Salem witchcraft, ao called, were the 
attempts of the spirits in another world to make their 
presence known, and to oonvey communications to the 
living. It is also intima~ that they may be fuund 
w have a connection with other mysterious phenomena 
of a similar nature, which have occurred in the history 
-of our race. You will perceive, therefore, that an 
investigation of one branch of this subject requires a 
notice of all its branches, 88 now they appear; and, 
moreover, a judgment formed as to the developments of 
our day must have reference to those of other days also. 

It will be a thrilling, if not a pleasing adventure, to 
travel over the past, tracing back sometimes through 
the obtrcure by-paths of ancient history the footprints 
marked by the feet of men long gone from earth. n 
will be instructive to seek out some general. law, deep-



eeated and universal in human natpre, which may make 
these mysterious and now appalling developments to 
appear the &millar though unexplained ooourrenoes of 
other lands and ages; developments which need not be 
either dreaded or trustAld, as the communications of ernz 
or of good spirits, u.nseen around ns; but which may be 
admired as God's wondrous gift to us whom he has fear
fully and wondrously made; a gift to be studied with 
humility, and to be experimentAl<} upon with caution . 

• 



'l'ml Ull!'l'J!:NC!l 01' . THl!l SPIRITtJ'AL JIBDIUM, Aim rf8 
:U:CJii!SIVE, DUIOl.BNT, OR JIQUAJILB DJIVELOPIID'l'. 

"Quae omnia, 81 a nobis non vldeantW', non ereduntut; ted fentafa oer'
Wicant. Quorum enlm actio ex proprletate est, ratlonibul unde sit, com
prehend! non pot.est. Batlonibua autem tantum comprehenduntW', qUM 
oenalbua aubmlnlatrantUJ', Allquand' ergo quaedam aubotantlae habent 
proprietatem ratione l.neomprehenalbUem propter sui aubtllltatem, aenaibua 
non aubmlnln!stratum propter magnam eal alt.itndlnem."- Galen Oft 1411 
Power of Inc<mtaliot& it& HealiAg. 

[All which things, unlees they are eeen by us, they are not believed. J!Ott 
the action ot these lnJiueneea 18 trom a property the principles ot whole 
origin we cannot comprehend. In their prloeiplee, Indeed, only those tblnga 
are comprehended which &!feet the aenaee. Sometimes, tberetore, certain 
eubotaneea have a property in Ita principle lncomprebenalble, on accouot 
ot Ita aubtilty, not alfeetlog the aenaea because It 18 ao deep le&ted.J 

". Ot the t&aluro ot the nervous principle we are aa ignorant aa ot the 
D&ture ot light and ot eleetrlelly ; but with Ita propertito we are nearly aa 
well acquainted aa with those ot light, or other Imponderable ageota."
Mflller'• Pllyliolof!11. 

The Intermediate .Agent between Matter and Spirit.-AUusions 
of the Ancients to it.- From Franklin's Day to. Herschel's sup
poeed to be Electricity. -The N ervoua Prinoiple as now under
stood.- Akin to Electricity. -Mode ~f ita Aotion.- ExoeBBive, 
Deficient, and Equable Development. 

MY DBAB CHA11LBS: 
Let me, at this stage of our inquiry, lecan to you 

some acknowledged principles of physiology and of men
tal science, as to the medium by which our spirits are 
united to our bodies, and as to the exoessive, deficient 
or equable action of the one upon the other. 

There is, so say physiologists, a medium by which 

• 
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soul and body are united and acit on eaoh other; an 
intermediate agent, neither spirit nor matter, through 
which the mind controls the various members of the 
body, and by which the bodily senses convey their 
impressions to the secret soul. When I will to grasp an 
object with my band, some mysterious agent runs from 
the mind's laboratory in the brain, and coursing along 
the nerves, like the electric fluid along the telegraph 
wires, contracts muscle after muscle, just. at the instant 
of time, and up to the precise extent, demanded fur the 
IRl0068Ilfu1 movement. How obedient and dutiful a ser
vant that mysterious messenger, thus prompt to do my 
bidding ! How mighty the power which can cause a 
eord of mii89Ular fibres so to shrink as to draw up a 
hundred pounds weight ! I ought to be prepared to see 
wondrous movements and wondrous powers exhibited, 
when a peculiar excitement wakes it to action. 

As to the nature and properties of this mysterious 
agent even the ancients wrote ; and men in the old and 
eastern climes have known more of its secret powers than 
we have learned. 

As early as the time of the first great Greek physi
cian, Hippocrates, who lived 430 years before Christ, the 
intermediate agent was virtually recognized under the 
DaJDe '"u~•, from which our word physical is derived. 
To this all the movements of the body were ascribed ; a 
sort of intelligence even being attributed to it.1 Pure 

1 Bee "An Elementr.zy 8yBtem of Phydology, by John Doe
took, M.D., J!'.R.S., &c. Bolton, 1826." Vol. t., Introd. pp. 
S--1.; al8o chap. rr., § 2, p. 201. 

241: 



lpir ~t-was distinguished from this 11nder the name 'I'"X'H • 
~ng that even the early Greek mind reoogaised au 
agent intermediate between spirit and matter; to which, 
u we BhallBee, the mysteries of the "Bpirimal meditm1" 
were referred.1 Aristotle three hundred and eighty• 
ibur year~~ before Chrillt, and Galen, one htmdred aDd 
thirty-one years after Christ, followed up the suggeetion 
of their earlier leader. The Romans made a similar 
distinction between the word!! anima and aniflau, whea 
ued in contrast.' The former wu with them an intw
mediatt principle between matter and spirit; and to it, 
u we shall Bee, they referred, to a certain extent al 
leut, the phenomena whioh eTen now are mysterious. • 
Descartes revived this theory ; and from his day tlw 
cloctrine Of " the animal spirits II was regarded & rea~ 
vf· the philoeophy called "Gartman." As Boet.od 
remarks, "About two centuries ago everything thai 
eould not be otherwise explained was referred to the 
agency of 110me kind of refiued spirit. 11 • Yet, before hif 
clay, so unive1'8al in the east was the belief in an iut.er
mediate agent through spirit which acted on matter, that 
it formed the very basis of the famed Jewish system 
called the " Cali~Jalo.; " the Hebrew name •~ &p/U1'tJ14" 
being U!led to expreM thoee intermediate principles wbidl 

I See IATele"'a :r...&iD IAzloon, 1llldK -..... 
I See lAtter nu., pp. 87, 92. 
• !Averett's IA:doon, on th- word.e, with hill quot&Uonl ~ 

Pliny, J unnal, Sen-, Cioero, &o. ; a1lo Bostook'a Physlol., vol. •·• 

P· '· c See lAtter n., pp. 62, 66; vn., pp. '17, 83. 
• .Boltook'a J llyli.ol., vol. 1., obap. IT, § 2, p. 201. 
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.,. through tbe universe, haviog taeir •aculiae a.c) 

:lemiDine, or active and passive ; by which maa'a IIMil w 
Uited to his body, by which God operates oa :ma*", 
Mel by which man gaiDS a knowledge of God.t 

Sinoe Franklin disoonred the laws of eleotrio p'kw 
80Dl8Da, and Oalvani oblerved how the magne4io fluid 
«ibtracta the muscles, physio~sts haye made the 
medium by which ~he mind acts on the body a special 
atudy. The results of the iovestigatioDS u.de up to 
aboat twenty yeal'l! ago Her&ehel thus stated : 

"Among the remarkable etfects of electricity di&
elosed by the researches of Galvani and Volta, perhape 
the most so consisted in its influeDOO on ~be aervo• 
system of animals. 'The origin of mliSCillar motion is 
ODe of those profound mysteries of nature which we cau 
acareely yeoture to hope will ever be fally explained. 
Physiologists, however, bad long entertaiDed a general 
OODCeptioo of the conveyaoce of some sobtle fluid, or 
apirit, from the brain to the mUI.!Oles of animals, along 
the nerves ; and the discovery of the rapid transmi88ioa 
of elootricity along conductors, with the violent et'ecta 
produced by shooks, traDSmitted through the body, oa 
the nervoDS ayatem, would yery naturally lead to the 
idea that this nervoas floid, if h bad any real cxiateuoe, 
might be no other than the electrical. But, until the 
discoveries of Galvani aod Volta, this could be o'Dly 
looked upon as a vague conjecture. The cbanoter of a 
"'"" c:atUII was wanting, to give it any degree of ra~onal 
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plausibility, since no reason could be imagined for the 
disturbance of the electrical equilibrium in the animal 
frame, composed as it is entirely of conductors; or, rather, 
it seemed contrary to the then known laws of electrical 
communication to suppose any such. Yet one strange 
and surprising phenomenon might be adduced indicative 
of the possibility of such disturbance, namely, the pow· 
erful shook given by the torpedo, and other fishes of the 
same kind, which presented so many analogies with 
those arising from electricity, that they could hardly be 
referred to a different source, though, besides the shook, 
neither spark nor any other indication of electrical ten· 
sion could be detected in them. 

" The benumbing eft'eot of the torpedo had been ascer
tained to depend on certain singularly constructed organs, 
composed of membranous columns, filled from end to 
end with 1aminm, separated from each other by a fluid ; 
but of its mode of action no satisfactory account could 
be given, nor was there anything in its construction, 
and still less in the nature of its materials, to give the 
least ground for supposing it an electrical apparatus. 
But the pile of Volta supplied at once the analogies both 
of structure and effect, so as to leave little doubt of the 
electrical nature of the apparatus, or of the power,- a 
most wonderful one, certainly,-of the animal, to deter
mine, by an elfort of its will, that concurrence of oondi· 
tions on which its activity depends. 

"This remained, as it probably ever will remain, mya
terious and inexplicable ; but, the principle once estab
lished that there exists in the animal economy a power of 
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determioing the deveJopment of electric ucitemeat, ca,... 
ble of beiog trallSmitted along t~ nerves, and it beiag 
ucertained, by numerous and decisive experiment~!, tha• 
the transmission of Voltaic electricity along the Den'eB ot 
e'feD a dead animal is sufticient to produce the moat no
lent mueoolar action, it became an eaJ!Y step to refer the 
origin o£ muscnlar motioa in the living frame to a simi
Jar calJI!e; and to look to the brain, a wonderfully oon. 
structed organ, fur which no mode of action possessing 
the least plausibility had ever been devilled, as the somce 
of the required electrical power.'' 1 

The views thus expressed by Herschel have been 
lligbtly modified since he wrote; not, however, so as too 
alter at all their practical bearing on our inquiry. Dr~ 

Hillier, the great German physiologist, distingoishe& 
between animal electricity, which is developed on the 
aurface of the body (as in a cat), and the nervous energy 
wlUoh is generated in the brain ; his experiments haYing 
led to a satisfactory oonclusion, that the two <lifter io 
their nature, though not in the general laws of their 
action. Of anilnal electricity, developed on the SttTjaciJ 
of the human body, he mentions, among others, ihese 
tuns: that in men, who are healthy, it is generally 
1'fJ'iti1Je; that in women, it il 'Mgative ofrener dwl it 
it in men, though no general rule exists ; that it is more 
easily excited in persons of a sanguine temperament, and 
leis in those of a phlegmatic disposition ; and that it is 

Icc A Preliminary Diaeolii'1MI on \he Study of Natural Pi~Jlo~opit7~ 
by John P. W. Henohel, Blq., .A.M •• &o. PIUIMelpbla, 1816 ... 
Pan n., olulp. vr., pp. 265,'6 & 'l. 
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developed in a greater degree in the evening than dar
ing the day.1 The substance of his investigation, 88 to 
the agent by which the mind acts on the body, is eon· 
densed in these sentences at the close of his lengthy 
discussion : " The laws of the action of the nervous 
principle are dift'erent from electricity. Of the nature 
of the neMOus principle we are 88 ignorant 88 of the 
natnre of light and of electricity ; but with its proper· 
ties we are nearly as well acquainted. 88 with those of 
light, and of other imponderable agents." 1 Of the 
manner in which the nervou principle acts he says : 
" The primitive fibres of all the voluntary nerves being 
at their central exhemity, all spread out in the brain to 
receive the inft.uence of the will, we may compare them, 
88 ~ey lie side by side in the organ of the mind, to the 
keys of a piano, on whlch onr thoughts play or strike, 
and thus give rise to currents or vibrations of the ner
vous principle in a certain number of primitive nervou 
1ibres, and consequently to motions." 3 

By this mysterious union, onr minds are thus linked 
flo our bodies. Through this medium ' the mind acta 
upon the body, employing, to a greater or less extent, 
tho organs of sense to gain spiritual apprehensions. And 
aooording 88 the development of this agent has beeo. 
excessive, deficient or equable, in men, so have their 
views of the sonrces of human knowledge ever varied. 

t Elemeata of Phyai.ology, b;y J. llUller, M.D.; tran.<iiMecl 
from the German, b;y Wm. Ba.ly, M.D. Loztdon, laSS. See 
IAtiroduction. 

IJliiller'J Phyal.ol, B. m., § 1, chap. 8. 
Ibid, B. m., § 3, chap. 1. 
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How tar the mind is dependent on the body has 
always been a question among thinking men. On this 
·question mental philosophers have in all ages been 
ranged under three great classes; according as they have 
regarded the lxxlily lenHI alone, or the spirit's intui
tions only, or the union of both these, as the ultimate· 
110111'00 of our knowledge.' In each of these classes, as 
professed adherents to these several views, have been 
ranked in every age and nation the prominent and 
noblest minds. To one or the other of these classes 
have really and practically belonged the mass of men 
in every community and generation, though they never 
have read a book on mental science, nor even have 
imagined that there is any law on which their own 
minds act. 

To the .first class generally belong the reflective men 
among the educated ; men who love to live within them
selves, communing with their own thoughts, or with one 
of kindred spirit; shrinking from society, where they 
meet eo much that is harsh and uncongenial ; and hav
ing little to do with the material world, except to admire 
the beauty of its varied scenes and myriad objects, while 
they love not to bend their sinews to draw profit from 
it. To this class belong a numerous band among our 
merchants, artisans and laborers, whose hands only are 

I For 11111 exhibition of these three olll8888 among the ancients, 
Bindooe, Greeks, &o., see "Epitome of the History of PhU0110pby," 
Uazlalated from the French by C. B. Henry, D.D. New York, 
184.2;" eepeoi&lly pp. 61 and 186 •. In oontlrmation of the general 
lt&tement, aee Oonsln's History of Modem Philoeophy, tramlated 
b7 H. 0. Wlgh\; lcleeries, 2cl 'fOI., § 12. 



4llllployed in their necessary pursuits, whUe their minds 
.are dwelling on principles and lall'l!l beyond and above 
their pursuits. It is truth unappreciated by the IJeDie8 

au.oh love to contemplate; the mjBterious properties, the 
hidden laws which govern nature, the moving caaaee 
acting in the world of both matter and mind. lD 
-eearohing for and deciding upoa spiritual truth, there
fore, in seeking for knowledge of God and of the spirii
world, such minds naturally turn to and rely upon t:ao. 
same sources of investigation which they JD.08t love to 
employ. They employ and trust their own llpi.ritual 
intuitions. 

To the sect.md class are to be referred the dogmatical 
among the educated, and the merely mechanical among 
business men; minds which are interested only in their 
own particular pursuits; intellects which demand a 
mathematical demonstration for everything they reeeiw; 
men who can hardly believe anything, except what they 
themselves or some other oredible witness has seen, ancl 
who, when they think of God and religious tbinga, 
admit nothing but what their parents have taught, or 
their church has maintained, or they themselves ha~ 
I!OODned on the Sllriace of the word of God. In the 
third class move the mighty phalanx of men who both 
think and act, who both observe and reflect, and wboee 
religion is both of the heart and the head. 

Remark, now, Charles, the conclusions to which we . 
. are brought bearing on the subject of our investigaticm. 
There is a spiritual medium. There is an intermediate 
agent by which mind .acts on Jll&tter, and which is ifl;e.lf 
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oeither mind nor matter. This agent, the nervous 
principle, is in this respect to be ranked with the other 
attracting and repelling forces of nature, u the capil· 
lary, gravitating, magnetic, and eleetrical forces. In 
many of the modes of ita operation, it is similar to the 
~DBgDetio and electrical principles; having probably ita 
negative and ita positive, an attracting and a repelling 
power, which may either balanoe each other, or over· 
be.laooe and oootrol one the .other. The nervous 
principle is moreover developed together w~th animal 
electricity; the two being together abundant in persous 
of strongly nervous temperament, and the two being 
developed so u to overcharge the system of the person 
who is under great excitement of body or mind. Know· 
ing, then, Charles, the mysterious powers of electricity, 
10 long re{9lrded u supernatural,- powem which even 
now are •.sxciting new amazement when seen in the elcotrio 
telegraph, locomotive, &c., - 'ffhat wonders ought we 
not to be prepared to see in the working of that more 
Rbtle agent, ." the nervous principle" 1 

3 



POI!SIBLB LAWS OP Till!: SPIIUTUAL KBDIUM1 ILLUSTJlATJro 

IN "ANIMAL HAGNETISM." 

"In Gallla Druldae aunt ; • qlllbus lpae Dl'riatlcum Aeduum, hoopltem 
tuum Jaudatoremque COjmovl : qui et naturae ratlonem, quam pbyolologlam 
appellant, notam """" olbl prolltebatur ; and partlm augurllo, !llll'tlm con
Jectura qua< eaaent fut.ara dlcebat."- Cicero de Divinalione. 

(In Gaul are the Druldl 1 ooe of whom, Dlvlatlcwl the Aeduan, thr ~ 
and euloglser, I myoelt knew : who profeoaed that a principle of nature 
which U1e Greeks call pbysloloiD' wao known t.q blmoelf, and psrUy b7 
augurlea, p81'Uy by couJeeture, be told tblnp which would come to (lUI.] 

"Of the natnre of the nervous principle we are as Ignorant as of the 
aa&ure of eleotrlcitr ; but with 118 properUeo we are nearlr as Well 
acquainted u with those of light, lllld or other lmponderabt ... "-Mii.ller. 

POIJiible Prinolpleeloll i:nustration.-Tbe Nervons Principle po&

aibly has ~e Laws of Elllotricity and Magnetism. - Eleetriol~y 

affects the Sen8e8 ; 80 the N ervons Principle.- Impression 
varies wi~ Constitution.-Tbree Claeaes IlCOn in Joan of Aro. 
- Tbe N atnral of oue Supernatural to 1o11o~er. - Eleotrici~y 
attracts Objects, and pasaea over Connected Conductors; and 80 

may the N ervons Principle.- Report of the Royal Academy 011 

Meemerilm.-" A Special Agent."-Tbis the Nervous Princi
ple.- Statement of Cuvier.- Tbe Clairvoyant ~e Magnetic! 
Telegraph of the Inquirer • ., Agreement of Prof. Gregoey aDd 
other Mesmerists • 

.My DEAR CHARLIS: 
It would be presumptuous to attempt to theorim 

about an agent whose nature and whose laws the ablest 
physiologists have been able but partialJy ro compre
bencl. Yet, avoiding that folly, we may with propriety 
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glance at some poesible principles which comparison 
wggests, and which experience and history seem to 
attest. They will be but unpretending mggestions; 
hinted as illustrations, not as explanations, which, if un
sound, will harm no one, but which, if only plausible, 
may give ns the calm confidence that the mysterious 
spiritual manifestations often beheld are not supernat
ural ; they are the natural working of a known though 
uncomprehended intermediate ~nt. 

If the nervous principle belong to the class of agents 
intermediate between spirit and matter, to which elec
tricity and magnetism are referred, why should not the 
one have properties similar to the other, and produce 
like effects 1 Certainly it is a probable suggestion ; and 
a long array of facts, extending through the world's his
tory, may tend to confirm the supposition to be at least 
plausible. The possihility of such a similarity is enongb 
for our purpose. • 

Electricity and magnetism, when developed so as to 
surcharge a substanoe, become appreciable to the bodily 
~en~u. The sense of sight, of hearing, of taste, of 
smell, and of feeling, and the muscular sense, are all 
affected by their action. Why should it not be thus 
with the nervons principle llhen over-excited 1 The eye 
of the person thus affected may see real visions, and his 
ear hear real sounds ; he may have the actual taste of · 
sweet or bitter, and the actual smell of pleasant or un
pleasant odors; and his touch may suffer a positive 
pang, and his mnsoles feel a positive pressure. The 
impression produced on the senses by the action of the 

.A 



M:'90U8 principle may be precisely t.Dat which the _.. 
nepoadiog aaat.erialaubataaee would produce. Ill ooa.
firmat.ion of thele hi.ms, the foUowiag et.atement o£ 
}liiller may suBioe : - " The eensatioo produced by tlut 
electric shock is not peculiar to that agent; it may h. 
produced by any strong exoite~ent of the nerve~; 

whether meohaDical or mental. Kastner relates that ia 
wri.tiog he frequently SU8taios alight shooks in the fiDp. 

gers. Some years ~ when I was laboring Ullder • 
state of nervous excitability, I had this eensation very 
frequently on using the fingers much." 1 

The mental impreeai.oo which this over-actioo of tlte 
MrVOUS principle prodaooe oa any individual will vary 
aooordiog to his intellectual constitu.tioo. If he be of 
&OQte mental organism, belonging to the first of the. 
three classes already mentioned, he will regard them aa 
811pernatw'al,- actual spiritual manifestations. If he be 
of the grosser, more physical make, his blunt nervoua 
8UIIC.'IIIp~ibilitiee may DOt be aiieoted even in the slightest 
degree like thoee of hia fellow of iD8I' mould ; and he 
will regard the impn!t!SiOD of the other as a mere delu
sion. The mind of 110re even balance may appreoiate 
both the earthly aad the spiritul elemeat ; and wiD 
refer them to a real but aaftJra1 inftuenoe, produoed by 
the intermediate agency of the Den'Ous principle. As a 
clear and striking example of this truth, the interesting 
iutance scen in Joan of Are may be oitAaef.i1 She liveci 

I Xuller'a Pbyai.ol., translated by Baly, B. m., sect. 1., chap. 
m., p. 64.0. 

•ee.lllltGIN - :Fr-. }IU' M:. :KJebeiM, l'UV, l.Ml; r
v. ohap. m. 
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in the midst of war and or political agitation ; 1 and, as 
the whole hisrory of mankind shows, any season of 
excitement, especially such excitement as war produces, 
creates a general over-development of the nervous prin- . 
ciple ; henoo an excess of spiritual manifestations im-

' pressing the senses ; and henoo a more than ordinary 
belief in supernatural influences. Joan herself, a person 
of most estimable character, a heroine, whose name is on 
every child's lip in France, as that of W ashingron is 
in America, the first in patriotism and piety, and the 
first in the hearts of her eountrymen,i- Joan herself, 
and a class of minds like hers, believed that the visions 
she saw and the voices she heard came from celestial 
beings. 3 The dull, unimpressible brain of her hard
working father, and that of others like him, could see 
nothing and feel nothing of those refined influences; 
and he verily thonght it all delusion.4 Minds that 
could appreciate most thoroughly both these elements 
regarded it as a natural though real power, acting upon 
and through the inspired heroine; a power robe admired 
in eertain circumstances, because it accomplishes what 

I :Miohelet'a Hidolre de France, Tom. V., pp. -'8, -'T. The phiJ.. 
oeophio Shakapeare piotnrea onl;f the strongly excited as seeing 
1111d hearing ghosts ; the 1 nervona excitement gradiJiilly being 
aroused in mind after mind, till DWIY see the same.- See Machttlt 
aad Hamltt. 

I In the Protenant s.bbath-aohools of France, wbeu the ahil
clren are called on to give 11o11 example of patrioti.un, the name of 
.. Jeanne d' Aro" will break from every lip. 

• Michelet's Histoire de France, Tom. V., pp. 50-66. 
'Do •• p. 68. 
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well-balanoed. 1'e8IIOD cauaot ; a power to be depm ..... 
always. since ~he person who Jlll6IMliiKIII i~ ia powerl. • 
all points bnt ooe, and if IAlCh an afOOUoD were prew,.. 
lent in a body of men, 18 in the crasadinfl host follow. 
ing Pet.er the Hermit, ooly one of the elem111ta of 8QoOo. 

ClliB would be tlleirs. 
Elect.rieity aad. the magaetic ioAaeooe, also, when • 

developed 18 to 8W'Charge a l!llbstance, ptUI off tNat A&J
mmu ttl anotAer placed aear them, attracting or repel
ling extemal objects, and imparting tA> them their ...
netic or electrical conditiOR. The mepet attracta j,_ 

only, and imparts to it ita own power, thus oootrolling 
ita magnetic influence. An tb!drifiei. body attraota 
other sulvitances than iron, u pieces of paper, of wood, 
&c., aad imparts to them ita power ; thus cootrolliar 
their electrical illflueooe. Why, then, may not the ner• 
voua principle paM over, from a pei"'IO. over-charged with 
it. to other bodies and to otber peno01, • u to a~ 
or repel inanimate objecta. and to control tho nervoq 
energies ot other aaimala and pef.IIOIIIIl Surely, Oharl-. 
the auggestion is not a merely fanciful ooe, since the 
animal electricity, developed with the nervous prin· 
ciple, migkt be expected to exltibit these pltencm· 
en a. 

As now we seek to apply the&Et two s.Jggestioos of a. 
possible analogy between the action of the nervoua prin
ciple and tlaat of eleetricit1 aad magoetiam, bear always 
in mind, Charles, it is not at all a scientific explanatioo 
which is attempted. If, however, only a possible illWI
tzatioo be adduced, it will be enongh to sh'Jw tha~ all 

o,, '" ,Coogle 



the Acta of "apiritual maai~" may ....... 
be u.oed to a Jlltural Jaw or &he IOQ of tbe ~ 
piooiple. 

When Mesmer, having come in 1778 tiom Vieau to 
Paris, had fOr five or six years kept all Paris ia aa e,x .. 

citement by his experiments, the king at length appointed. 
a commi•ion oooaiating or five members of the Boyal 
Academy 1 (one of whom, Franklin, was at the ._ 
day investigating the lawa of electricity), and four mem• 
bera of the faculty of Medicine, to visit, witneae. u4 
:report upon his exhibition& The experiments of Mes
mer in their presence aeem not to have been as ~ 
fW as ordinary; for there is a ilatural disturbins iaflu-. 
eooe which every new discoverer and inventor experi .. 
eoces, when first meeting 10 trying an ordeal. Dr. 
Franklin thought lightly of Mesmer's experimeota 
before he viewed them ; and of their practical value hia 
opinion reiiUiined unchanged afterwards.' Yet 'the 
commission, in their elaborate report, allow that in what 
they witnessed there fU something that aeemed the ' 
working of a mysterious agent. They redllCed Meemcr'a 
exhibitions to four classes : - First, those which eonld 
be explained on physiological grounds; aeoond, tllate 
which were contrary to the laws of magnetism; third, 
thole where the imagination or the mesmerised pemn 
was the source of the phenomena ; and fourth, facta 
which led them to admit a special agent (" un agtnl 

I The live members were LeRoy, Bailly, De Bery, L&volller, 11114 
CIIIJ' countryman, Benjamin Franklin. 

•See Workl ot FrankliD, Sparkl' edition, vol. x., pp. 75, 76. . 



particulier ")! One of the Medical Commission became 
a convert to Mesmer's views. The intelligent observers 
of that day testified to cases of a magnetic control and 
of clairvoyance, similar to those witnessed in our times. 1 

About the year 1825, the medical faculty at Paris 
began to institute new inquiries, continuing their inves
tigations till 1831. As an indication of the present 
interest of men of science, Reichenbach, in Germany, and 
Gregory, professor of chemistry in Edinburgh, have 
written extended and labored volumes. 

Since, then, it is universally admitted, and has been 
from Franklin's day, that a special mysterious agent, 
like to electricity, yet different from it, is seen acting in 
the familiarly known experiments in "animal magnet
ism," why should it seem visionary in this day, when 
so muck is known of the action both of animal electric· 
ity and of the nervous principle, to refer these phenom
ena to the sufficient though unexplained natural cause 
already considered 1 a Miss Harriet Martineau (whose 
reading on this subject certainly .will not be called in 
question) cites Cuvier as saying of animal magnetism : 
" However the effects produced upon persons yet without 
cognizance befure the operation commences, those whick 

I Bee the Freueh " Buo:yolopedie Methodique ; '' dept. " Ph,T· 
lique," art. "Maguetimle." 

t See JAudon Family Librar,T, vol. LXIII., p. 362, et seq. 
a This is virtu&ll7 the view of acientillo writ.en on this subject. 

Bee "Letten to a Candid Inquire!', on Animal Magnetism, by 
Wm. Gregory, M.D., F.R.S.E., Prof. of Chemi.etry in the Univer• 
llty of Edinbargh, 1851." Abo the 1a111e author'• kanllation of 
Beiohenbaoh. 



take place after the same operation has caused them to 
be oognizaooo, and those which animals display, lea.ve. 
li&tJe doubt that the proximity of two animate bodiea in 
certain positions, and with a certain movement, has a real 
el"eot iudependent of all participation of the imaginl.
tiOil of oDe of the two. It appears equally clearly, also, 
that the eiilcts are due to some OODlmunicatioa which is 
eetablisb.ed between their net-vous systems." 1 

With BWlh authority as this to sanction it, it is not; 

presumptuous to hint the following illustration of a pos
sible law. Silloo one. class of peraons (healthy males) 
are known to be positively eleotric, and another claal 
(delicate femalea) are known to be negatively electric, 
and sioce in their nervous energies there may be the 
IIUDe dilferenoe, when by the naturally 9eiting manipn· 
lations each is charged like a Leyden jar, why should. 
there not be between the two a mutual attraction, in 
which the sironger will coatrol the movements of. tbe. 
weaker 1 

Moreover, since my nervous fluid, like an electrio. 

1 Miss Martineau's Letters on Mesmerlam, No. v., p. 19. 
(" Cependant les elfets obtenne snr des personnes dejlll&lll oonnaia
- &ftll~ que !'operation eommen~at, oeux 'qne ont lieu sur let 
IUltre. pereonnea aprea qv.e !'operation m<!me lev.r a f'ai' permo. 
oonnaisanoe, et oell.I que priaentent lea &n,im&lli, ne permetten' 
gneres de douter que Ia proximite de dellX corps aninles dans oer
t&ines positions et avec oortain mouvements n'ait un elret rial, 
IDdependaut de toute participation de l'ima.girmtion d'nne d• 
dAx. n paraii aaae• clairement &llllll ClUe lea eft'ets eon' du~ '
une communication queloonque qui s'etabllt entre leuu 11JIIt.llllell 
:nervell.I." (Anatomie Comparee, Tome u., p. 117. Du 11ne. 
DerVeux con.sider6 en action.") 

o,, '" ,Coogle 
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current, courses along the nerves leading from the brain, 
enters and controls the muscles of my mouth, and causes 
my lips to utter my thought, why may it not be, when 
I am put in communication with a mesmerized pereon, 
whose personal control over her nervous energy has been 
overpowered by another, and that nervous energy is left 
to be subject to the control of any one put in nervous 
connection with her,- why may it not occur that my 
nervous energy shall pass over, as electricity on con
nected telegraphic wires, to her frame, so as to control 
her lips; and thus, when I am expecting the reply from 
her mouth, and uncousciously directing my nervous 
energy to her lips, through them I may speak out my 
own thought by an operation as purely mechanical as 
when I send my thought over the telegraph wires to be 
spoken out from a. distant machine ~ I think, Charles, 
that no instance of clairvoyance can be found in which 
the thought uttered by the clairvoyant may not be 
traced directly over to the mind of the person put in 
communication with her. Thoughts of which I am con
scious, facts that I once knew but did not recall at the 
moment (though in the mind, and capable of being 
recalled under mental excitement), imaginatious I have 
conceived, and perhaps mental impressions of mine of 
which I am unconscious,- all these do thus speak out 
of the lips of the clairvoyant ; but nothing else, I think 
we have good authority for saying. In the long lis~ 
of cases cited by Pro£ Gregory of Edinburgh, (perhaps 
the ablest man of science who has written in the 
English language on thls subject) there is scarcely one 
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that eallDOt readily be explained on this prinoiple.1 In 
the iostance of the Bolton clairvoyant,• who described 
in England what a certain person in California was en
gaged in on a certain day, the distance and the lapse of 
time before the verification is too great to give any 

. Ullurance. The reading of the clairvoyant with ban
daged eyes may seem an exception ; but it is not, if any 
person in the company is overlooking what is read, or is 
even familiar with it. Let a well-attested case be pre
Bented, one which could a.ny day be furnished, if suoh a.n 
one could be given, a.nd it should be received. Yet so 
generally admitted is the fact that in clairvoyance nothing 
btst the thougltt of persons in communication with the 
clairvoyant is reported, that Miss Martineau herself has 
remarked, " It is almost an established opinion, among 
some of the wisest students of Mesmerism, that the mind 
of the somnambule mirrors that of the Mesmerist." • 

tSee Gregory'a Letten, Noe. n., vn., vm., espeoiallJ. 
J See Gregory, Let.ter xn., p • .OS. 
•See Mill Martineau'• Letters, No. m., p. 11 
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·I'OII8DILII LA.WB O'r 'l'BJI SPI&ITUAL IU»>UII ~ 

IX TBB " ll'l&ITUAL &AP.PINGB." 

" Haec antem ego non lentavl • ted nee etlam neganda IIIJilt mlhl ; quia 
.t DOD Yiderlmlll ll>llj!Delem aibl terrwn lrabentem, DOD oert.lll.c:amar, Dee 
orederemwo. Simllller quod * • plocia quldam nl&rinlll oe caplenU. 
- auteR." -Goler. on eN EraploJ of laecaiGI- .. H~. 

["'- t.blop, IDdeed, I hAve DOl lelled; bat neltber, Indeed, are t.bq 
c1eulod b7 me ; becanle, If we hAn not oeen the magnet attracting Iron, we 
we DO& certain nr Is, neither ehooaJd we believe it. In Ua IDIIDMI' IW a 
oerta1n lllb ahould take awar tbe feeUng or blm eelaing lt.} 

:r-ible Truth guides Practice. -As In a Thundel'-etol'lll. -
Tables moved.-The Nervous Energy a Sufticient Power.
" Rappings" not new.- Media, Pereons of NerYOU OrpniiMl. 
- Communicat.lon11 aooord with Temperament. - Ana Oon
nllld, as the Orator's. - Serapbio Eloquence, as the Exoitecl 
Writer. - Communioat.ioaa of Thlnp Jl'or~lll.- All -n iD 
Bzoiled B~er. 

MY D.BAR CHARLES: 
Shall we hazard an application of these principles to 

the phenomena called the " spiritWLI rappings " 1 Bear 
in mind, Charles, the mggestion is not hinted at all aa 
a scientific explanation; to such presumption it would 
be folly to pretend. But, in the known and acknowl
edged mysterious phenomena produced in us by the 
nervous in6.uenoe, may we not see enough to assure us 
it is tMt in.Jlrum;e, no~ the communications of epirita 



clianbodied, which we see 'tf'Ol'king. Lest tban a eea
tury ago, Franklin was first making his noble expert. 
meniB in electricity, which poved satistacUlrily tD all 
6inking men that the bolts of heaven were no super
lllltural tlii.COilt1ollable power, bl1t a natural agent, whieh 
eoald be guided with an iron rod away from our a· 
posed heads. Certainly it would have been presmnp
tioa in a mere nmioe in that study ro have attemp~ 
tD theorize on any phenomena witneseed. yet, bear wit
DMB, it woald not have been presumption, it would have 
lJeen llOUlld diaoretion and commendable boldness, if 
even a common ohlerver had stepped forward in the cir· 
cle or his friends, awed by the terrible peals of a thunder
ltorm, and bad said, " Friends, be we trustful and fear.. 
lees ; we may not expkin the terrific agent rending the 

. heavens and earth around us, but we may be sure it is 
a Mtural agent, which we should not dread." So, too, 
may not the spiritual phenomena, so mysterious and 
even awing, ·seen around us now, be surcly referred to 
the action of onr own nervous organism, though no 
ecienti!c explauation be attmnptro ? 

Tables are moiled by a mysterious power, when a ~ 
ole of interested spectarors, with a medinm, are seated 
aroand it. But remark this, Charles. Btreroh furth 
your arm, and grasp a heavy weight and raise it. How 
mighty that power put furth ! Traoe it back to its 
origin, and how wonderful ! You un:tkd ro perform 
that aot. Instantly in yonr brain, M in a Leyden jar, 
a nem>tll infiuenoe was generated, which, COUl'Bing aloDg 
,oar nerves M on metallic wires, entered your m11801ee • 

4 



38 KOVING8 AND JU.PPI1{68. 

aud there the mere shrinking or the fibres of a little 
.muscle, the shortening of a small oord, drew up the large 
weight in yoo.r hand. How immeasurable, how QD80o 

OOWltable, llUCh a power ! And DOW thiJik or that circle 
arolllld the table. When they first sit calmly down, no 
movement is seen; none can be pl'9(luoed. But when . 
for a few moments in intense mental action, a nervous 
energy h88 been generated in the frame of each, Wltil, 
like a circle of Leyden jars, a whole battery is IRll'• 

charged, and there are negatives as well 88 positives in 
the circle, who can wonder if currents or nervous influ
ence .should leap over from one to the other, and if 
tables, chairs, or anything else intervening, should be 
moved .1 We should not wonder at any phenomena 
which might show themselves Wlder such circumstances. 
We .should only fear that, like inexperienced experi· 
menters in electricity, we should thoughtlessly inflict 
upon onrselves an incurable injury. Our kind Creator 
h88 gi~en me this mighty and wondrous nervous agency 
to be carefully used 88 the steady mover of my body's 
machinery. If I oYercharge myself with it, if I strain 
the vital organs which generate it, I may weaken my 
own energies for life. 

Mysterious ra.pping1 give response to our thoughts, 
uttered or merely oonooived, as we sit around the table. 
This, however, is not a new exhibition of what we must 
regard an over-excitement of our own nervous energy. 
These raps are in nature not unlike those electric crack
ing& heard amid the whizzing bands of factory wheels, 
and the electric snapping heard in oold we&ther from the 
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Kin of animals when stroked, and 6:om our person in 
drawing off a woollen under-garment. Physiologists and 
Oldinary historians have recorded nUJllberless instanoes 
oi these eleotrio-like shooks and reports experienoed by 
permns of an excitable nervous temperament. 1 

Moreover, Charles, reflect a moment on the character 
of the media, and on t.he nature of the oommunicrr 
tiona given, and see if you can believe that spirits in 
another world are the commUDicators ; see if all does 
DOt confirm the fact that these responsive rappings are 
the working of our own nervous organism, echoing to 
our own thoughts. We should DOt disparage at all, 
we wish not to do so, the character of those · who 
are generally the media. We allude not to the fact 
that they arc generally young, and inexperienced, and 
females. But observe simply this fact : they are just 
that. class whom we ordinarily speak of u persons of a 
high nervous temperament, of an acute mental organism. 
It is the very class of persons in whom the nervous 
principle is active, from whom we seem to see the nerv
ous energy thus flowing oft'. The comnm.nicalion.r 
received, also, seem to correspond to the character of 
the inquirer ; indeed, to be the echo of his or her 
thought. Is the company lively, cheerful, if not humor
ous 1 Little Willie, ·familiarly called, responds, and 
he uks fur his favorite song or walt& ; and " the Colo
nel," laughingly uked fur, echoes his presenoe by drnm· 
ming a lond march on the shaking table. Is t.he com· 

I See llliiller, 1111 quoted Let. Third, p. 28 ; Let. Fifth, pp. 48 
-61. . 
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pany pn, spiriQWI)' if- Nligiolaly iDo1lDea' • 
:l8lpOIIIlCW are in keepiDg; and the inquirer's on fa'VOJ'o 
ite, be be 8wedeDborg; Ohuming or W eeley, is eodoreea 
ud CUlOIIill8d. Now, oot at all beoauee these clitferius 
religious views are responded to, oan we object w these 
oommUDieationa. But, where the sentiment expuaed 
ia ever, io its moral tone, in keeping with that of the 
iDqairer, seems it BOt w indicate that the reapooae is 
the echoing of OlD' own mental organism, the tdegrsplrio 
rapping out of our own electric~ thought? 

The am. again, is ctmmtUed and 1IJllllllllned ; aad, 
with 8piiiiDOdio, rapid and UDCOiltrollable foroe, it 'Wl'itel 
disjointed or oonoeoted aentenoes. The mare 8plllllllOdie 
lOtion of the muscles here seen is not new, or at all pecnP 

liar. Who has not fhlt it when under intenae exoite
aeat, either of fear or anxiety, or in deep thought I 
when, iDatiocti.vely we rise and walk the IOOID, that tba 
OI'8!0harged DerVOll8 ia11ueaoe may have work t.o expaocJ 
itlelf 11p011, a oliaoDel over whieh fx> paa d . TU 
bas oratm is alwaya more or la under ita power; tba 
aoament of hie qWlering fin8em and arm, and of hi8 
whole agitat.ed frame, aad even the grand and a1moa 
aapbjo roll of his periods and movement ot hie fMaght, 
lbowillg that he is, beyond himaalf, moved by a power 
.u'.exoited, indeed, but DOW, in a. JIUIIIII11'8j beyond his 
eou*rol. Bohiller and Shelley, and 8IIIOh minds as t.heir8, 
alwap hue written under aoh an idueaoe. Witn. 
what, as we have aheldy noted, the ph~ MUl
ler says of himself. Yet, after all, who knows not that 
only his own train of thought, though at the - hi 



be UllCOIJ!Oioua or· it, and now, when the exaitanent
pused off and he aees it in manuscript, he can hardly 
believe it his, yet only his oum thought has come fiom 
IDs pen or his tongae. The meet unlettered man or 
woman, excited by stimulated appetite or passion, by 
intoxicating drink, or by tear, anger or love, talks like 
Gabriel ; and religion is the chief theme. 

<JhKles, if you are a writing medium, try it, and see 
if it be not ao in theee new phenomena. Bring a man 
to your table, a part of whoae Dame you ·know ; and 
when tJuat part is written, ask the spirit whom you may 
imagine guides your pen fA> write the other part. Most 
usuredly you will find that only your or.on lmtluikdge 
will be respooded fA>. Prepared, then, fA> watAlh more 
closely your own mind's working, Wl on and oblerve the 
other responses you reoeive. You may not at first be 
able fA> traoe all you write fA> your own positive knowl· 
edge, your once known and forgotten, but in that mo
ment of inteuee mental action remembered thought and 
realised imaginings. But, if yoU do not, be 8ll81lred you 
have, in the oratA>r and the wri.,. carried by their own 
mental action,-you have in them thoae who can sym· 
pathise. No man, under IIWlh cireumstanoes, utters or 
writes anything but his own thought ; but, how that 
expressed or written thought came iotA> his mind, aai 
became his, no great speaker or writer can explain. It 
is fA> him 118 real a wonder 118 can be the penoillings of 
the spiritual medium. 

Once, again, the reporting medium menticma facta 
llltl though~ or imaginings, whioh are not in her own 
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Iliad, bat in tbM of the ialpi:tw. She· ,..,a,...,. tM 
appiagl, or ahe wmea witll the pea, o. .. ....,. witft 
the '90ice, ~ I. bn)adge, •l'lll'mila, or iap ••• 
Mt that wiUah bel0J188 to ihe miM at hia p& U. ~ 
muDioatioa wah J.er. He ub the JUle of • m.d t1 
his own, the date of lU mnh, &o.; ud ..,_ bon 
ODly to himae1f, aud pnapa - ...ned ... h1 hil 
own mind u the ~ are aoomatl!ly ,;..... He 
lib abwt the ~t awe ot a lliek friead'a Maltb, 
or the loeality of a bt or atolell pieoe ot Jli'OPiri1; aoi 
hie 8lll'JDile-80IIIeRmee, ot ClOUII8, ~ "* et'
lRODg -ia expNII8Ii by the JDediUI. If aay otla-.. 
JIUIDioatioa ti.D tbeae. Obarlea, - ....... 08IDe ._ • 

elaim>yaDt or a ~ medium, audillly l!lbo.ld n 
Mknowledse it; mi. u )o.,... of ...a, we lliloald ** 
GDly c*eerftally, bat with pleMan,neene the...-.., 
otit. 

o ... , indeei, ue ft'IIIOriedt ia whioh ilaqailen -. 

lleeD iDfimaed, by tiM :medima, of ~···- iD .. 
liNt of relatifte of ..... and ot otW.., ef wbWa 
&bey BUppoee ~ De1lel' lla&n to liMe Md bow}.. 

•· Bu t1ane thiDf9a .. a.e to be bene m -... 
Bvan if our -.ppqlition u to the...,. ofil*l lEifll
lae Clfn'NIII, it ia not flo.be expeoW tba; all tile .. Olm .. 

.,. be olailiW. E-.r riP* theory· m lllieaoe, aftet 
Wng w atuted, though IIOUild in the-., ~ • 
llllmhling Oil iJr yean, BOW modifled IMn, al 110111 

revised there, .. DeW 1ilota, slightl' ....... ~ • 
• ~Upllllllier il. 

Ys agliD; wbo em •1nv·rv fila1_, &ft wbilla 



--- - - ------

ith reporild :&om the ..aimn uver Wll bo'fJD. tit 
r.im f We Nme~Dber the fimloas oue of the~ 
pi m F.ag1and, who, duriug a sick.nals whieh ...,... 
the braiD, repeated aeouraiely paa.ges. of the Bible iia 
Bebmr; aad whea ibe ~ of this apparent miracle 
was traced out, it was found that iD early life she W 
lind in the &mily of a cl~, whom she had often 
lard repeatmg Hebmr; and, although uever a worcl 
had been CllllllJmlheaded, ar even remembered, BO u 11t 
he uttered by her, it was all lodged in her mind, od it 
,. her own knowledge, which, UDder Derrol'l8 eJcite.. 
ment, came echoing fioom her lips, all unooiiiiOiously to 
J.sel£ Who kBows what fiscts, casually meDtioned ia 
W.lleariug in ohildhoed, eatirely uneomprehended and 
Mt 1101ed in JII.8JDOIPY• are yet fast adheriltg in hie· men
tal organism; ll!ld who oan say, positiTely, that the 
mysrerious eomllt1lllieations of the spiritllal "medium ,. 
are DOt those deep-hidden imprei!Si.ons brought out 1mder 
a atroog nemms excitement 1 Such responses cannot 
Be teat C88EI8 ; tOr- m' them there is, at leaat, unoert&i.nty. 

Bu.t, what ill more to the point, if anything else thaD 
wflat is already in the mind of the inquirer can come from 
the medium's tongue or pen, why may not a test case be 
siven 1 Easily, indeed, eould such an undisputed case be 
tried ; a case wherfl no doubt eould enter. For instance, 
let a clairvoyant be called on to describe any soene pallll

iDg at the present moment in a distant place, knowledge 
ofwhioh eould not be in the mind of either party; and let 
eome person at the same time, in that distant place, keep 
liD aoourate rooord, to be eompared a&rwarJs with the 



report of the ·medium. But never has it been my fbrQme 

ttl hear of suah an instance. The communications of 
the clairvoyant and of the spiritual medium, as to t8cta 
tm.t can be tested, have been only the knowledge, remem
bered or forgotten, and the 81ll'Dliae, right or wrong, 
of the person consnlting. 

That, by a united curreot of two pereona' nenous inftu
enoe, the thought of one shonld pas8 over, and be rapped, 
written or spoken, out by another, is mysterious; but it 
is no more mysterious than that, by a connection of elec
tric conductors, and by an excitement of the electric prin· 
ciple, I can control the electric influence of a series of 
electric conductors, roachiug from New Orleans to Boe
toq. and have my thought rapped or written out a thou
sand miles from the point where I exert the energy. n 
is not supernatural ; and more, it is neither unnatural 
nor nnacconntable. Moreover, that the unremembered 
thought of the inquirer should be thus expressed, has ita 
counterpart in the experience of every excited speaker 
and writer. Finally, that these communications should 
be almost entirely of a religious obaracter is natural ; 
fi>r we know that in all mental excitements the religio• 
&eDSi.bilities are most exercised. 
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l'OMIJILII U WB Or TBB SPIRITUAL HE>IUll ; ILJiDI!'Q.4'1'JIIJ 
IN 11 WITCHCJLA:rT," 

"Be c1ulll4 ~tala&. tMn WM, or -u be,liiiCb a IWDc ........ 
cnft, In the curreu& -"-BiuToug.U, gou>todll!l Baacroft. 

"Wlt.clllnlt - to be tbe llldl1 of appiJiDjr the ploRie apldt <1 * 
WllCid 1lll&o 1011110 IIDiawflll pa!'J>OIIe..~ - Cottoa JJI#ltlulr. 

"!be Salem j1lllicoo are 10 welllnotrucled In the C•tuisa ~' 
.._ tha7 Wlll8rtal<e to Jh'e a~ boor tbla _., doM ewe !.be 
dlicted penooa." • • * "'rbeoe dlicted pert!ODa do ... &1111 oft.eD 
laft dealared, till* U.,..,- apectno 'll'beD their O.J'!OI are lila&, u we& 
aa wben the7 are opel*!. Tbla one &hlng I ....,.,.,.-e -.ted u VflrT 
~ and till* wlllah mllrbt -.e u a 8QOd ke7 to 1llllool< the
<I u.- myster!oaa troublell, It dul7 Improved b;r 118." - BTGtllo. 

1'he Inquiry Jmf1 be praotiaal 100!1. -l'llrltau Mtn of Sbuf 
Bell88.-Their Pre-lenta. -History of Wi*ohenR. -Sir 
111-"h.ew Hale.-Three Opinlolll!.-The Fac&~.-Olnnlaioiii.
Other BOdily Alreetionl. -Meal~ atVactecl. - QlieoU monel.
lappin,p. -Wonderful EloqQeDDe.- .M:;ptuiouKDolFiedp, Ill' 
Clalrvo;yaDoe.- Developments the - u bl oar Day. - &
aitementa md ImpreM!oM of the Age.-c.a-, u m Ro:r-1 
Ae.dem:r'e Bepori.- Mather amd BraWe ~ m ~ 
ple.-The Nenvu Prinaiple hann'"'i- all. 

MY DEAR CJWUJ18 : 
Our inquiries thllS 1Br may seem to have related to 

matters of mere curiosity ; a decision in refereooe to 
wldoh, either way; will be of no practical vaiue. May it 
prove so. There are scenes of by-gone days, however, 
that speak their warning. When noble young BrattJ.. 
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distinguished by university honors ..in Old England, a 
youth of ingennous spirit, and sympathizing heart, and 
of strong native sense, sat writing in the very midst of 
the terrible Salem excitement and executions, and 
penned the sentence read above, happy would he have 
been if " the key " had already been found to " unlock 
the nature of these mysterious troubles." 

They were men of strong sense who lived in those 
times. As Palfrey bas remarked, " To hold an opinion 
entertained by Sir Edward Coke and Sir Matthew Hale, 
while enjoying no better opportunities for correcting it, 
is not to incur the reproach of any extraordinary dulness 
of intellect." 1 Mather, in illustration, records that 
" the Justices and Judges " " consulted the Precedents 
of former times, and Precepts laid down by learned 
writers about. witcheraf\ ; as Keeble on the Common 
Law, chap. Conjuration (an Author approved by the 
Twelve Judges of our Nation); also, Sir Matthew Hale's 
Trials of Witches, printed An. 1682; Glanvil's Collec
t4on of Sundry Trials in England and Ireland, in the 
years 1658,61, 64 & 81; Bernard's Guide to Jurymen; 
Baxter's & R. B., their Histories about Witches, and 
their Discoveries ; C. Mather's Memorable Providenees 
relating to Witchcrafts, printed 1685." 1 Surely the 
opinions of such men must have been based on some
thing worthy of investigation ; while the terrible results 

l MaM. HiA. Oolleot.ioaa, vol • .DD:. ; Semi-oentellllial Dllooune, 
by John G. Palfrey, delivered Oot. 31, 184.4.. 

I Mather's Magnalia, Book VI., Sadduo. debel., § 6; London 
Btit., 1702, p. 80. 

o,, '" ,Coogle 
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floWing from the application of their opinions makes such 
an investigation a demand of humanity. 

A fearful and long history has " Witchcraft " had. 
Noticed in yet earlier times, the first mention of penal 
sti.tutes .in reference to it is that of Pope Innocent VIII., 
in 1484. Terrible was the havoc afterwards made. 
At Geneva, during thtce months of the year 1515, over 
five hundred persons were burned, charged with being 
witches. In the diocese of Como, in Italy, one thousand 
persons were, during one year, put to death on this charge. 
In England, especially under the reigns of Elizabeth and 
James, long and painful is the story of its victims. The 
able and excellent Sir Matthew Hale himself, after a 
protracted and candid examination, carried away by the 
spirit of the age, gave the authority of the highest tri
bunal, and of the most exalted powers on the seat of that; 
tribunal, to these condemnations.1 Surely there must 
have been facts unmistakable and indisputable which 
swayed such a mind, and so large a class of minds. 

The three cin.sses of opinions already alluded to as 
universally prevalent among men of all ages and nations, 
in reference to mysteries of the Spiritual Medium,8 are 
seen illustrated in New England during the reign of the 
"Witchcraft" excitement: Rev. George Burroughs, a 
burly, muscular, portly Englishman, a man all physical, 
when arrested and tried for witchcraft, boldly and abeo- · 

1 "Amerioul Orimlual. Trlala," 117 Peleg W. Chandler. BoetoD, 
184.1, TOl. I., pp. 6'1'-69. 

I See Letter Seoond, P• 28. 
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luWy deDied that there could be any euoh ~.1 Tile 
elender and delicate Mather, a olole student and full 
of lea.ruiDg, nenous -and thoughtful, reftective and im· 
pulsive, the man all spiritual, deemed the ayateriola 
manifestations whioh his eenses perceived (tbough hie 
imagination gave them. ooloriDg) t.o be superuataraL 
Calef,' the mercbaot, a man of 8tiOng pnOOoal --, 
Uld Brattle,8 a cultured scholar and finished lalrJ81', 
a man of even balanoe, acknowledged the facta, referrills 
10me to known cansee, and leavillg ot.Dera ibr fuiue 
invemgatWn to explain or classify. 

Observe we, then, the attut1d facti, 88 gi'V'en by e,.. 
witnesees. In collecting these, let us do the juetioe, even 
to saoh a man 88 Mather, 88 to allow his truth and siD
oerity in his own parenthetioal declaration: - " Reader, 
I write what bath fallen within my own personal obeer
vation."' Visionary as he might be in theorizing upoa 
his .obsenations, as a chronicler of observ611 faots pJOba. 
bly no one will call in queetion his authority, espeoially 
where hie statements are in keeping with th011e of odler · 
observers. Perhaps. a&r a collation and oampariaoa 
of them, we may be surprised at the l1Diform history o£ 
the mysterious manifestations of the spiritual medium. 

t Bai!Oroft'a Hilt. of U. State~, vol. m., p. 92. 
' "More Wonders of the Inviaible World," b;r Boben Calef, 

merelumt of Boston. iD New Bllgla.Dd. Prillted » london, 1 '100. 
ud • S&lem, 1798. 

a Wter of 'l'llomall &awe, F.R.S., 'II!Wea u :ao.a, 0& 8, 
189~. Ma.. Bilt. Oolleot., vol. v. 

• JfMher'a M.apalla, Book n., p. '11. 



VioleDS ~ of the bodies of thOII8 a8lieted 
were the fint and chief witnelleed faets. Every ·DniiiOle 
W01Ild be &eell twitching ; sharp paugs would dart 
through the limbs, as if the very bolll!l were agonised; 
and Ute person affecied would roll upon the ground, 
start up and leap with unuatu:ral vehemence, and would 
jump ~ oeoillate aad bound upward and forward, as if 
furioliSly ri.ding.1 The evidenoe derived ftoom these con
vulsions was especially relied upon in trials for witch· 
oraf\. The afHioted being perfectly :&oo :from convul
sions, as aooa as the person accused with. bewitching 
ihem was brought into the court-l'OOIIl IJ6Vere BpiSIDB 

woald oome on. i11e professed witch was often identi
fied iu ijUs manner. The aftticted person was blind· 
fulded, and several persons were caused ro touch her in 
suooession. At the touch of the aooUI!ed, the oonvnl-
8ions would instantly oeaee. -Sometimes this failed, 
the convulsioos subeictiag at the touch of another than 
the aooused; a case which gave Sir Matthew Hale a 
check in his oontidence, alUaough it did not alter his 
eventual decision.' 

Other bodily affections were witnessed. Surprising, 
apJ.>arently superhuman muscular strength was exhibited 
by persons affected. A strong man could lif\ a bed· 
stead, bed and man lying on it.8 On this ground, the 
gigantic Burroughs, though cool and unaffected, was 

1 See BlaWe'• Leiter, nd lllMher often : espeolallJ llrfagDalla. 
B. n., p. 74.. 

I Americaa CrimiDtJ Triak, wl. I., P· '10. 
I Mather's Magna.Iia, B. VI., p. 72. 
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oondemned, though his natural power of muecle sufli. 
ciently spoke in ita own defence.• Pricking aelll!atiODll 
were often experienced in the flesh, the marks of which, 
u of pinches with the nails, were aeen.2 Sometimes a 
rigidity came over the frame, every joint becoming eo 
BtUf that it was impoliBible to bend it.3 

An attraction of other substances to the flesh of the 
affected, especially of metallic articles, 811Ch 18 pins, 
iron rods, &c., wu DOted by many witnesses; and these 
attractions were aooompanied with pricking sensations, 18 

if the pins pierced the flesh ; 4 although, on examination 
it was round no wound had been inflicted. Violent 
motions in objecta aroand, 18 if attracted and impelled 
by 110111e mysteriou& furoe, were witnessed. A staff, an 
iron hook, shoes, keys, and even a chest, were seen to 
move, as if t.<liiSed. by an invisible hand. A bed on which 
a sufferer lay shook most violently, even when several 
persons were seated on it.' Stones were hurled again&\ 
houses and persons ; articles of iron, pewter and brass, 
were t.<liiSed. about, a candlestick being thrown down, a 
spit flying up chimney, and a pressing-iron, a stirrup, 

I Bancroft, vol. m., p. 91. • 
I Mather &Dd Calef' often; alao, Narrative or Rev. Jllr. Turrell, 

of Medford, Maa., In Maa. Hlat. CoUeet., vol. :u:., p. 9. 
a Mather's M&lh p. 72. 
4 Mather's Mag., B. n., pp. 68, 70, 7i & 79. Cue1 of thilldnd 

are ocmmon. One OOOllll'8d about .me. yeuw m- at Washington, 
D. C., &lid wu reported upon b7 Prof. Pap. or the Paten$ 06\oe, 
In the National Intelllgeneer. 

• Mather's lllagnalla, B. VJ,, pp. 68, 69, 70. 



and even a small anchor, being moVed; of which mota 
many persoos were eye-witneljae8.1 

. Mysterious raypi:n.g1 were also heard. Audible 
IICl'atchings on the bedstead of a perBOn atrected were 
made. A drumming on the boards was heard; when a 
voice seemed to say, " We knock no more! we knock no 
m~re ! " A frying-pan rang so loud that the people at 
a hundred yards diatanoe heard it. Sounds as of steps 
on the chamber-floor were heard. Divers noises as of 
the clattering of chairs and stools were heard in an 
adjoining room.1 Very vaped are these instanoes. 

Wonderful power1 of thought and grace of expression 
were exhibited by the most ignorant and uneducated, 
and by perBODB of ordinary, and even of small mental 
capacity. Of one perBOn it is recorded, " He had a 
apeech incessant and voluble, and (as was judged) in 
w.rious languages." Of a little girl it is mentioned, 
•• She argued concerning death, with paraphrases on the 
thirty-first Psalm, in strains that quite amazed ns." • 

Cases of my1terima lmouiledge, like those now called 
clakvoyance, a,e reported, even by the coolest witnesses. 
Brattle mentions that " several perBOns were accused by 
the afBicted whom the aftlioted never had known." • 
Little girls thus affected (as we learn in the early Salem 
troubles, of which Brattle is here speaking) described 

t "The Btono-t.hrowing De'ril," by Rlohard Cbamberlllle. (Bee 
oopyCiwnbr. Ooll. Library.) London,l698. 

J Mather'• Magnalla, B. n., pp. 69, TO. 
' Do., B. n., pp. TO, 73. 
t X... Hilt. Oolleet., TO!. v., p. 73. 



penlOD8 tley 1lad rwmr sean 18 their tormeaton, llld bJ 
these descriptions their Jlll'lltB or frioode eoaght out the 
aooused' even in :remote plaoes.1 In mentiouiug dUs fact, · 
Brattle aya that aome per!lOII8 thought that God, anll 
others that good angels, oommunicated with the affected. • 
Brattle st&tal no penonal opinion, although he aooroditB 
the fact.' Brattle also :records, "These dlicted per· 
110118 do say, and ofren have deolazed, that they can~ 
speotres when their eyes a:re Blm• 88 well 88 when they 

- ~ opea. 'lhis one tJUng I evermore 110001111ted as vgry 
observable, aud that which might serve aa a good key 
t.o un1ook the nature of these mysterious troubles, if duly 
improved by us." 1 Mather also states a fact, and it 
would seem impossible that he ooald b&ve been deceived, 
on which he relied much, and which has oft been referrecl 
w 88 JIIOIIt mysterious. Of one of the little daughtAmt 
of John Goodwin, of Boston, he says, "Perceiving that 
her troublem undel'l!tood Latin, some trials were thele
upon made whether they undersUxd GNek and Hebrew~ 
which, it seems, they also did; but the Indian ~ 
they did Dot eeem 110 well to understand." ' Of Ana 
Cole, Mather says, " Hor toogae wu imprcmld by t.h~ 
Dtemon, to express things unknown w henelf;" and 
of Elizabeth Knap he writes, " Tboogb. she wu ia 
one of her fits, and had ber. eyes wholly abut, yet wbea 

t M&the.r'a Mapali&, oftelt. 
. I Mus. B.ist. Collect •• -.ol .... P· 'IS. 
'Ibid, pp. 7S, 74. 
'Mathe.r'a MagDalia, B. n., p. 76; Bulcroft'a U. SWea ~ 

'fOL m., p. 76. 
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this innocent woman (the aooused) was coming, she 
discovered herself wonderfully sensible of it, and was in 
grievous agonies at her approaches." 1 

No one can compare the series of fil.cts thus recorded 
without being struck with their alm08t entire similarity 
to those of the developments witnessed in our day. 
Even in the lesser details this entire analogy may be 
seen ; as in the rigidity or stiffness of the aft'ected per· 
son's frame,2 the reported case of one person drawn 
with force up to the oeiling,8 the bringing of the sick 
to consult these clairvoyant advisers ;• and the fact that 
the person in a swoon remembered nothing of the com· 
mumcations given when in it, lier own mind not being 
the actor.5 

. Having glanced thus at the facts of witchcraft, notice 
we the 1ources to which different classes of minds 
referred them ; and draw we then our own natural 
inferenoes. 

There was something peculiar in the age and circum-
6tancu of the early New England colonists, to create a 
more than usual general nervous excitement. They 
lived in a wilderness ; and the tenors of their dreary 

1 Ibid, B. VI., p. 6'1. This same fact, that by a nervous Bhook an 
exolted penon actually peroeivea the approach of another, Shak
lpellle alludee *<I, Macbeth, Act IT., Scene I.; the witch saying, 

" By &he pricking of my &hmnbl, 
Bometblng wlabd tbJa wq _ .. 

t Mather's Magna1ia, p. '12. 
• Oelef, Letter I., § 8. 
• Brsttle's Let&er, Mus. Bitt. Oolle~, vel. v., p. '11. 
~Bale, quoted by'Banoroft;, run. otU. S., vol. m., p. 91. 
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lllode were heigbUDed, to thaae delicaiely b.roaght up iD 
Old England, by the pepular religioas belief, tha "eoiJ 
lpirit1 " had been seat, even by Christ hitaaelf, to tab 
-.p their abode in "delert p)aoee." 1 They dwek among 
ange aad heMben tribes, whole pDIIItlhl, like theho 
l!laR hdia iillows,1 reaoverecl pe:ri9D8 a81icteci with ~ 
iain W.... by their inoantatioaa; and, u Mather OCJIIfi.. 
4leotly IIIII!I8N ot ODe, he " eoWd preaisely intbrm .alt 
who desire his 8111iatanoe :£rem wbanoe goods fakeD &a. 
iiaem were stolen, and wbUher canied." 8eeiag U.. 
llaDoa8 ot this kind, whioh, as Mailler ays, thoae " 'W'hf 
ate ooavened ID1lllh amoag them have bi 110 reuca 
1D quEetion," ud :nfening th~m to "diabolioll ..-. 
oy,"' there was, u in the days of Joan of Arc, • na-. 
al reuon not oaly fbr a strong· Wief in. the supemat
- but thtn was a1ao a DMun1 cause tiiiiOiting saok 
an 'GIIdue JWijijwwjoQ a£ the Dll'V01JB euergy u woUt 
produoe the facta leading to that belie£ Yet, ..... 
li'rills in a :inn regioo, whlwe .-.... wi• a behe 
UDbown degzea. oi eLtotriaal terror, \NM. in tb:a.
aad llght.Diag over ib.em, it is ~ ot :oetioe, that t.hel 
am.e cJa. of minda wbi.oJt refenea tae •J&beliea of tlhll 
D81'V01l8 principle seen in wirohoraft to supernatural 
causes, -that same class regarded this auociate iint,._ 
mediate fJ(f#llqJU 1111penaatwa.l, ud uder tM ~ 
of evil spirits ; DDt only Oott.oa Mather, but other 
minda in that day, being atislled that DtMnonl con-

I K.Mher'sllapalfa, B. n., obap. 't'D.,.p •. 86.. 

I Ibid, B. n., ahllp ""•· t It p. 61; Ill-.~ p. lit. 
' Dildo P• 6:1. 



fi1lloHed tae light.aiags, because 110 maay meetiag-howlelt 
,.... lt.ruok by the eleotrio ftuid.1 

.A candid examination and oomparisoll would seem f4 
iDdioate the IBID6 Claasihtion made by FraakliB and! 
the meabem of the B'lenoh academy a£ the DIIIDifeN-· 
tioDII in Mesmer's experiment& 1llere are tD.oae for. 
which k.Dswu ~gicol fim may aoooaat. All the. 
....... of" the afttioted" W8l'e evidently of a nenooa 
kind. The sabjoots were nearly all ohildren, or y0111tg 
:liemalel ol the III08t ignonat 81ld uncmltared cl• ; • 
the DMuraJ. aubjoots of nervoas excitemenL The con.· 
ft1lioas were ordinary nervous ~· MoreoTer, til. 
~of the Bel'VOa8 ayst.em Willi plaiDly 1188D, aocl 
deaeribed u a.n atteodaat of the aftlioted penon's fit •· 
Brattle remarking that " even the judges saw that tiM; 

~of the ooDfeaiO!B 1fUaiOOted ;"8 Mather also, again 
- again, alludmg to the ~ i.8saMy of 1118BJ of 
.-~; menti611iag of Mrs. Whe.rord, that aft8 
)leing bewitched ten ytu~, she becune cruy ;4 reJatiDgl 
of tD.. Irilh WOillflat G!Gver, thM ftve or Bi.x ph,.._ 
were appeiaied by the coari· to examine if "she. w..,. 
ia ne way er&ll!d in 11er int.elleoWala·;"' and reoordiJig 
of Kr. Philip Smith, tMt b& WWJ OOD8Clioas beforeJaaad .. 
k lll81lal 4erallsement was ooming oo. and ,requeetA!Il 

1 Mather's MagDa1l&, B. VI., ahr.p. m., pp. U, 20 • 
• Brattle, X... mn. Oolleoi.. ""'" T .. Plio '1.6,. TT ; and Mather 

...,....Uere. 
• Ibid. vol. v ••. p. 66. 
• Jbt.her'a W onden of the In.ulhle WOIW. J> 68, 
• Jbtber'e Ma&D'W. B. w., p .. '12 .. 
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his friends to " have a care " of him.1 There were, 
again, a large class of reported facts for which kDOW'Jl 
F!)Clwlogical causes are an explanation. To the influ· 
ence of excited imagination many of the sights, sounds 
and ph~ical impressions felt, must be referred ; the 
impressions on the organs of sense of the persons 
affeoted being 88 real 88 if made by an external objeet. 
Thus spectres were seen when none appeared to unex
cited eyes ;2 stones of great size were seen and felt to 
strike persons, when no stone was found and no mark:. 
of a blow left ; • and sometimes one portion of a company 
would sniell the odor of brimstone, and when others 
around denied that they smelt the same, the affected. 
ones would beeome satisfied that they had been mistaken 
in their impression.' 

Yet a third class of witnessed filets, allowed by all 
classes, must be referred to that special unknown agen~ 
which the French savaus recognized in .ADimal Mag
netism. And it is worth noting, that among the 
personal observers of all classes there was virtually a 
81ll'prising unanimity on this point. Even blunt George 
Burroughs only denied that there could be any 8UCh 
thing 88 witchcraft "in the current sense."' Mather, 
on the other extreme, explained it, as he did the light
ning, to be "a skill of applying the plastic lpirit of tM 

llfa*her'• Mapalia, B. n , p. '1'0. 
I BraWe and Mather, often. 
• lfa*her'a Magnalia, B. n., p. 69. 
4 Calef's Letters, p. 4.'1'. 
• Bancroft'• u. s., vo1. m., p. es. 
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..,.u; "1 thia intamecliMe as-t beiag aimply suppcl88i 
by him to be, ia COIIIIDOD with the lightning, allowed bJ 
the Creator to come under tbe control of dd!monl. 
:Matller remarks, in ret8reDoe to the opiDions of hi8 day, 
that; ".any good men " thought tbere ough• not to be 
u.y condemnations fur witchcraft ; and that " they had 
abo aome ~ .eMma of witchcraft, and of 
tle mnhod and manner wherein magical poisons operate, 
which furiher aupported them in their opinion."1 Brat
tie, too, early in the troobles, says that there were at
tempta to explain ·these ahtioos "on the Carteritlrt 
philalophy ;"1 and it is inteM~ting to ob!erve this, since 
.Descartes is the very one to whom the modem theory 
ot" the aoima1 spirits," the " nervous principle," or the 
spiritual medium, is referred. • 

8111"ely, then, Oharles, after such a survey u this, 
who sba1l say the suggestion, is visionary, dlat ponilM 
Jaw ot the nenons principle, analogous to .baoum Jan 
of electricity (an associate intermediate agency), fR1111J N 
the source of these myateri.ons phenomena 1 Glance, 
then, over the list of meta; and, not at all as a scien· 
tifi.c s:planation, but as a jnst illustration, suppose an 
application of laws of the nervous principle similar to 
the established laws of electricity. Surprising strength, 
rigidness of mnsole, and pricking 1181l8ations like those 
of a current from the galvanic battery, certainly need 

r Kat.her'• Wonden ot~e Invisible World, p. 68. 
IX... mat. Ooll~ •• b7 Barber, p. 223. 
I Brattle'1 Letter, llrl-. Hilt. Oolleot., 'YOI. v., pp. 62, 6S. 
4llal6ook'• ~. vol. r., obap. TI., § 2, p. iOl. 
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no oomment. Metallic substances may be attractecl 11 

by a magnet, and adhere tD the flesh, and various arti
cles may be drawn about as by electric current& Mys
tAlrious " rappings," like electric suappings, may be heard 
as about a surcharged receiver. Wonderful power of 
thought and uttAlranoe, like tD that shown by every per
son under strong nervous excitAlment, may be displayed. 
Moreover, if it be so that the mind of the clairvoyant is 
perfectly inactive, and that the thought of another per
son present is uttAlred through her lips, certainly the 
cases related by Brattle and others, both as tD the oom.
munications of the Indian powahs, and of" the aftlicted," 
were but the uttAlring of the thought of others present, 
by a oonnectAld nervOus energy. Surely, when the 
aftlicted girl read tD CottDn Mather Latin, Greek and 
Hebrew, and Indian "not so well," it was the precise 
echo of kil own learning ooming from her lips. At least, 
Charles, there is a ooincidence here worthy of further 
eumination and oompariaon. 

< 



" TBll JlYSTERIOUS DEVELOPMENTS OJ' THE SPIRITUAL 

MBDIUM AS SEEN AND COMMENTED UPON 

IN THE MIDDLJII AGES." 

"Pertarbatlones Item liTe JlBIIIIones malae, quae pbantallam eequnntur, 
Yehementer nedum proprium, sed alienuum COrpWI poeaunt tranacendere, 
IIC Wad lmmutare adeo ut mlrabills ]lOISint producllmprealonea In elemen
t!B, Item rebus extrinlecls ; slcque aaoablles quoodam morbos esse citra 
medlcloae admlnlct11um. lnest certe homlnum anlmls vlrtus qusedam dell 
teece01 lmmutandl, attrabeodl, ligandl, potllolmum 11 maximo lmaglnatlonls, 
mentlo, Toluntatloque exceaou, In ld quod vel attrabere, vellmmutare, vel 
llpre vellmpedire cupit."-Scholialt of th.e Middle .~G••· ' 

(Excitement., allo, or diseased all'ectlons, which lbllow a rantuy, can 
ltrongly overpower not only one's own, but a lbrelgn body, and 10 CbaoJO It 
&hM wooderfullmpreoslono may be produced In the elemeotl, aloo In objecta 
wltboat 11.1 1 and thUI oertaln diseases may be curable without the admfnls.. 
terlng of medicine. There is certainly In the ooule of men a oerta1n m)'llte
rioua power of attracting, of changing, of binding (eapeclally where there Ia 
&he greateet exceso of Imagination, or mental energy, of will), over &hM ... blch 
It dealres elt.ber to attract, or chanJO, or bind, or Impede.] 

No new Suggeation.-Link in the Hlddl.e Agee to Ancient Tlmea 
-Thorough Treatiae of that Day.-Magio an Exalted Study.- • 
"Soul of the World."-All Spirits Linked.-A Superior Spirit 
oan control the Body ·of a Weaker.- As a Mo.gnet the Spirit 
may attraot. Matarial Objeota. - Diseue Oured.- Power of 
Numbers. -Power of Song.-The D~emon. or Spiritual Prinol 
ple oommnnioating Knowledge.- Aristotle's View. - Excited 
like Magnetiam Electricity.- Sword of Ameu • ......: The DEmon 
nothing but Nenous Excitement,- Virgil'• Teatlmony.-In-
081118 &nd Drugs uoite. -Transformations of Circe &nd Fasol
nations in the Middle Ages. -Wonders we are yet to .... 

My DBAR CHARL18 : 
Does it seem to you empirical, unfounded and hasty 

theorizing, and a suggestion of personal vanity in your 
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fliend, when thus it is hinted that these apparent spir · 
itual influences may be referred ro the action of natu · 
ral causes, ro the operation of our own nervous organ
ism 1 Judge not yoor friend too hastily ; for he has 
ardently, if not sincerely, been seeking after truth. H 
he errs in referring these phenomena neither ro a good 
nor an evil supernatural infl.uenoe, but ro natural 
causes, he has a 1arge experience of great and good men, 
in many an ancient 1and ud clime, erring with bim ; 
for even Cicero and Socrates and Moses may be fOUDd 
euggesrors of the same hint. 

we have already alluded ro the fact that the first 
philosophic examination of the experiments of Mesmer 
led scientific men ro trace back the hietory of similar 
developments fur into the middle agee. We have jUI!t 
seen that the mysterious developments of wirohcraft 
:have a history equally hid in the twilight of the dark 
ages. Now, Charles, let me lead you back over the 
&.elds of biatory, until we tread the soil of old Gle886 
and Rome, and mingle among the cultured men who 
trod the earth some eighteen, and some even twenty-two 
centuries ago. I forewarn you tllat we shall find the 
philosophic Cicero, Pliny and Plutarch, the physicianB 
Luke and Galen, and even old Socrates and Plato, wit
DeSSing phenomeDa similar to thoee we DOW are wooder
ing at ; while, moreover, they asori¥ them ro similar 
causes. 

We will let a profound echolar, of the midc1le &fPI1 

1 Bee an extended and learned Noto 011 the ftrst and eeoond 
llll.pten of the Thirtieth Book ot PU.!J'• NIIIVNl liUtory, 1m 
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iallroclvee 111 iato .U. aloove of the library of the aa
iGienta where are stored their '901111JliDous and deep
.autied tr.Uae& on SpiNtuGl Media; and IUs Teii6&I'Obes 
Yill reftal to us soenea in Uloient days sooh aa we now 
behold, and many tllat we are proba.bly yet to see in llU()o 

oaioD revived among us. 
The scholiaat says 1 " that, although often abused by 

W men, ,.gic is the scf.euoe of supernatural inftuenoes, 
ud baa in all ages been regarded the highest of studies. 
Plato and Pytbagoraa, and the ablest and best Greeks, 
believed in it, and studied and praotised it, in oommon 
.nh the A.ssyrians, Egyptians, Persians, and, indeed, all 
aooient nations. It is, properly speaking, the active por
iion of natural philoeophy. Of its proper employ Plato 
aid that " the magic of Zoroaster seemed to him nothing 
else than the knowledge and worship of divine beings. 

" The IUUrce whence originate the spiritual oommuni
eations received through magic, the ancient philoeophers 
ibund in their idea of 'the soul of the world.' One 
great universal spirit, so the eastern sages long before 
Plato believed, pervades immensity ; whose influence is 
the moving principle in all material things, and from 
whom all human souls and various ranks of superior 
spirits are emanations. Every human soul is part or 
the universal spirit; and capable, under favorable oir
CIIliiiStanoes, of parta.king of the knowledge of all other 
spiritual beings. There is in natural existences a kin-

pab118hecl at J.o'ou, A. D. 1681 ; foand In the Pw editilm ol 
1778. 

tIt II a brW........, ~a tzMalMinn, wldeb.la Mtemp&ed. 

6 
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dred principle, either of repulsion or attraction, eeatecl 
in their hidden powers. This attracting power the 
Egyptians called natural magic, the Greeb "Jfflpotlag. 
The spiritual principle in man is not united tD the body, 
except by the living principle ; nor the intellect with 
the living principle, except by the spiritual prinoiple.1 

When nature would form a human body, she draws the 
living principle from the univ«:rse. This link re~ehes 
celestial exi.stAlnoes. Thns demODB and departed spirits 
can be oalled up. Thus, too, as the ancients ay, there 
is something divine' in natural things. So, too, we 
read in Galen, Hippocrates and the PlatDnists, that 
many human souls excel tD such an extent, that they 
can so raise themselves above everythlng material, u tD 
be restored to themselves and tD their vigor when the 
body has been laid oft'; 3 as to agitate, to impel, and 
at will tD employ any members of the world, and tD 
control as their own any human body in which the 
apiritnsl principle is subjected.• Behold here, Charles, 
in the germ, at least, an illustration of the controlling 
and moving of material objects, and of the employing 

1 When t:tm~rtuted, t!tlellt<:tu and nilotw - to repra.nt • 
Intellect, the IIOUI., th&t Ia, pun ~ ; cmi-, the apiritU&I princi
ple, the nervooa principle, the epiritn&l medium ; e.nd 8piril,.., the 
lhins prinolple. When Ml in oontrut, 1J1iritw nnMi md ...um. 
.-tli -m to be I,)'D.Cnymoue. In the former -·the W1lllla an 
JellClered u indic&ted ; In the Wter, the uprellion 1.t rendered 
llmpl7 ~ or -.l of tM tllllrld. 

I The hlal.orJ of & phlloaoph7 nOW' popUI&r ma7 be hoecl here. 
a See the cue allied In Letter Ninth, p. 96. 
•lllltoire de PLu. Parla ellli., 1'1'18. ~ x., pp. 1S9-1U. 
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of the body of another, &een in our day. Let us follow 
up the theory. 

" There are tour fluids which the spiritual principle 
employs at will. .AB the magnet has a wondro1J8 and 
peculiar power of attracting iron, so, through the sool 
of the world, man has a wondrous power. The soul of 
one existenoe goes out and enters into another, and 
excites, impels, or impedes its operations ; 88 the dia
mond impedes the magnetio stone in attl'86ting iron. 
The medium of existing things is the spirit of the world. 
Through this swnt every hidden property of things in· 
animate, 88 metals and stones, and of things animate, 88 

plants, is propagated ; and this reaches up through man 
to celestial existences. This is the chain of Homer ; 
these are the circles of Plato. To excite this influeooe 
the perturbations or Jl888ions of the mind greatly oon· 
duce. These perturbations or passions can Jl888 over to 
a foreign body, and change it so that wonderful impres
sions can be produoed on the elements, even on external 
objects ; and· thus diseases can be cured without the aid 
of medicine. ' There surely is in the sools of men a cer
tain power of changing, of attl'86ting, of binding ( espec
ially-where there is the greatest outgoing of imagination, 
of mind and of will), whatever it desiru to attl'86t, to 
change, or to bind. For thus, as the Magi bold, 
through affections of the soul, 88 well 88 through direct 
aid of certain celestial influences, fortunately in apposi· 
tion, wonders can be performed. The Arabian philOIJOo 
phers gave rules for training the soul to this power." 1 

t m.&olre de Pline, Tom. X., pp. lU-160, Nole. 
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Bow plainly, Obarl-, the learned anciali tiiiiOOGta 
tbr the healing of the sick, the power of the ~ 
o..r amther, ud the JIW9iDg of tables, &o., setm ia our 
ay, oa the priaoiple ~ nemms excitement. 

" The Magi ll!8el't, too, that mctrt6er1 enter in a _.. 
fain maDDer inflo the aompoeition of substanoes ; and, 
lla.ving a certain C!OillleCtion in the di'fine mind, a woo
derful property is origiaatal. Th118, tile p~ 
employed the nnmbe&- three in purifi.oatiollll; to which 
Virgil aeveraJ. times eym.bolioally relm. The Map.. 
by this eft"eot of a JUIDlber, do, iDdeed, bind,~ 
aad cure diseaaes." 1 This furm. of dle aystmios 
development of the spiritual medium, Charles, is DOt 
yet intxodUoed into oar oircles; but it liftS s1lill in t&. 
li'last,1 and will 01011 the water, UhtJeas, ia due 

"By tile power ot aoog, too, ~like Ciree, 
exoital and oontrolled men through this infl.o.eooe. or 
dUe LUOIUlt Virgil and Tibull1111, speak." • Another an 
of the Eut, whioh has begun to be employed in ooa
DIOtion with the dcmlopment of oar day. 

" We oome now to another class of magio, that exefoo 

eiled through inspiration from spiritual beings. The!$ 
are three grades of oatme ; gods and men being the ex· 
trem.te, and the middle grade being cal:led demon~, from 
lbeir llllperior knowledge. Ia his book on ' Sleep aaci 

I Blnolre de Ptine, ~ X., pp. 161-163, Ntlle. 
I Bee Let. NIDth., p. l05, 8habpeare mentioDI th1l maglo obarlll 

fll. the nlllllber tltm, ~th, Aat. x., Beene S. 
'm.t.oize de Pllae, ~ X., pp. 16T, 168. 
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Vigi]a,' Aristotle Bays, ' The blood desoeDding in grea' 
abundance to the 88DIIitive priDOiple, •' the same time 
there deeoend fOrms conceived in the imagination ; by 
which means demoDII can move the fluids, both of the 
interior and e:a:terior senses, and· thua present to the 
organs certain fOrms, just as they would outwardly 
meet us, not only in sleep, but when awake.' Thus 
demons do really affect ns and communicate knowledge.'' 1 

Here, again, is a further attempt, Ciiarles, on the pari 
of the ancients, even to explain the physiologiuill4tl1 
by which the " sensitive principle " is thus affected, 80 

that impressions like real seDBations are produced on 
the bodily senses, and thus real knowledge of distant 
and of future events communicated to the mind. 

And now we come to the concluding part of the 
scholiast'a treatise, and meet a thought yet more in 
point. The spiritual medium, the spirit of the world, 
which is the medium of existences, appears to be noth
ing else than the electrical and nervous fluids, of which 
physiologists now apeak ; being excited by the same 
means, and manifesting the same phenomena when 
excited. Remember, the IJOul of the world spoken of 
by the ancients was nothing more nor leea than what we 
oall " the laws of nature ; " and which we regard not 
spirit, but, like electricity, intermediate between mat
a and spirit ; 1 and remembering this, observe how 

1 Ht.nolre de Pllne, Tom. X., pp. 168-1'10. 
I It ill jua' thll ne&J.eo$ "' diltiDgullh betneD pare splri' aDil 

the ln~rmedl&te prlnolplee whioh ~Kr. EmenoA'I u
peulou, "I look k t.he new teacher • • tiiM ahall M tM 
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tile --- ]we spokeD, the IIUIO& ol it, &Dd ~ 
,..ms over Aom ooe pmon to~. is jut dsM we; 

have befbre hintect " The demoD " (or spiritual priDoi;.· 
jA&), aye the IICboliaat, "d1'ead8 ilooD." On tide MC01mt,· 
tiiOie wm WUilld. drive afty tile ~· (or spiritaal 
principle) b.old betbre them s~ iron, jaTelinl; whio1l 
aiiD the Maatl:u Homer (V".rgil) ll88lllt 11ct notice iB 
the Uth .Aieicl :-

" ProouJ. 0 piOI!IIl .. prot!ud 
Oo.l-at V..W.. toWque ahllltite laoo. 
'1'laque tnncle n.m. 'flllldque erlpef-.'" 

On this aoooant, &aus also bad a OOIIII8CI'atAld mmL 1 

One can hardly -avoid, Charles, oomJMng this with 
MIIDlGr'a 11118 of tbe iron-rod. llolld the bite of metal DOW 

employed by agnetisera. 
And DOW remark a statement even more importam_ 

ehowing that the Platnniste meant by demODB DOtbDag elsa
than the apirit1ai or nervous priDoiple. " Saint Tbomu · 
(Aquinaa) writes, that 'fear, grief aad joy. 08llld ~ 
in demoas. u they are perturbation~~ ; aiDoe they u. 
these &eDSitive appetitat; and u. appefi~ properly ia a 
property in an oq;m of the body. Virgil l8eJD8 to.. 
allu.de to tJaia ame view when he aays : -

•:ou.h-·~~Mdal, 

JlarWI! 1 Ill - odlM Delli 4$ dira ow.pido,' 

A good desire of the soul, then, is oalled God, by 

..._...,of ~· wllal pdrof u.n.•• AM1111 lit a.m

....... Jlll., 11, :w. . 
• m.w... de JIDe, Twa. x.. p. 171. 
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laim. Jamblioos writes, that • demon proper is DOtlaiat 
else than the inWleot." 1 The fUrther we pu1'll1le thit 
~ CUdel, the more ahall we feel that there were 
mea of stl'oDg OOIIIIIIoll aense, ill lllloieat times, u weJll 
• DeW; and tiat, if we oail. bat work under the sheJII 
..! get at the bmel of their th01J!ht, we aball ftnd 
tlaat hamaa miDda and human opiJlioDs are as truly the 
.... u nuts are, ill all 1ands and ill all ages. 

"The oultivators of magic," he ptooeeds; " employed 
the hamiDg of illoease ill ealliDg forth the spiritual1 

u.a..-e; " a method mt yet introduced into our ~ 
try; thoagJl now,1 aad &om the 1D08t &DCient times, em
~ ill the East. " The IIIIIOb bid two virtues ; ill 
it, eapeeially it made ha ~ the heart, head or 
w.iBd-'pipe, of • eham.eleoa1 they thought they Jiad• a· 
pbwet of iad111Jiag. • electrieal inflaeoce (tobif.I'Ua)·; 
811111 ill it dley'JIIIde. the iJiusee= ot the spirits ro appear. 
• iaftenae ot stinnlati.ng drugs and of eong aJeo 
WM· •plo,ed, as V'J118il, Tiballua and Cato deseri.be ;·by 
whicll aa ial_. eo great,• Ofet' the imagiaation, and 
...0.;, OM' tJ. .-11 of men, wu exertAid ·by Oiree and 
o6MI ioreer.es; diU dte;r aot· Ollly tMned ro them-· 
.ebee to be, bu.$ lllfulty 'ftl'e, imD.ec1 iilto awiue, or· 
~-die eaehaata. pleued." • Surely, Obarlee; 
tJUa belief ill eaohantmeat eould not have had such a 
llbltf otl' intelligent men; all ih many an age, and espec
ially in the middle agee, it gained, 1llllesa there does 

I Jllll&alle de Pilne, 'lbai. X., pp. lft-l'FS. 
I·Bee JM, l!nntb, p. 106. 
• Bil&oize de- Pllue, Tom. X., pp. l'rS-1'111. 

• 
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exist some myatAlrioua power, which, under nenOu& ex
oitement, one pel'I!On can exert on another. 

The concluding portion of the scholiut'e notAl describes 
the various methods by which this spiritual communica-
tion is gained. The experimen~rs of our day may 
wonder at the list, on which they have 88 yet only 
entered. " There is Bippomantia; dinning by the poi
sonous excresoence of the colt, of wllich Virgil speaks. 
There is the ll88 of the sword of the exeeutioaer im
mersed in wine ; there is Axiomantia, the employ or 
axes ; aad there is Lecanomantia, which the Assyrians 
employed, filling a skin with water, and placing in it 
silver, amber, and certain pnici.ous stones;" all of which 
1100m to indicate that the excitement of the spiritual 
ildluence by the anoient Magi was through aa agency 
similar to what was afterwards colled the cliscmery of 
Galvani. Then " there was Aeromantia, aDd Botano
mantia, nd Cleromantia, and Gaetromantia, 1 and Geo
mantia, aDd Pyromantia, and CapnomanUa, and Necm>o 
mantia, and Soyomantia, and LitAlromantia, and Um
bilicomantia, and Chiromantia ;" 11 a list IDOIR disooarag
ing to him who thinks of investigating this whole sub
ject, JDOBt interesting to him who can eee the germ of 
these old systems yet li"ring in the diffment parte of the 

1 Thla form of magio deeel"ftl speoirJ note, u t• II one often 
alluded to among the BOIIUIIl8, Greeb, Hebrews, and the Orient&la 
genen.U;r. The IOhollut'a deaerlption of it is, "One olaal.s per
formed with a luge-bellied jar, Into whlah It wu the prao\loe for a 
bo;r to gase.'' The deaerlptiona of the other olaaea we Clllli\. 

I Hiltoire de Pline, T0111. X., pp. 176-lU. 
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world, most exhilarating to itinerant leoturers who au:· 
iously are looking fur something to supply the last 
oovelty, and most ~ruetive to him who can assure him
self that through them alll'UII8 one great principle, and 
io them all is aeen tli.e same intermediate agent working, 
the " nerrous principle," which is the spiritual medium. 

Tile teamed seholiast who has given so grand and 
wide an intl'Odv.ction to the aocient theory of the spirit
ual medium now takes his leave of us, with this con
eluding remark, " Thus much concerning the kinds of 
magie. Theee are facta which we have culled from cer
tain aathors and monum.ents, and their teaching!!, them
eelves 1DOBt ancient, and by name and title unknown." 
~ remark will prepare us fur our next conference. 



I'HE KORBID ACTION 01' Tllll SPIRITUAL JODIUJI, M . 
OBI!DVJ:D AND THEORIZED UPON BY THJI 

PRACTICAL ROMANS. 

"~ Ita peml8lm8 ala, loteatabllom, lrrllam, lnanem eue, habeo
tem !amen qllUdam veritatla umbrae."- Pliay oa N..,U:. 

[Thaa, the.relbre, he ,..,.. penuaded that It Ia dllhoDelt, l1lllllaa u4 
lri.Yoloa, but bal Doe.,..;beiea 101M al*ea of truth.] 

" No aupentltloll can ever be prevalem, and wldoel7 dlllblecl tMoqlo 
agee and natlon!l_ without having a fo~UldatjQu lu hiiiii&D natwe."-
8clilt8tl oa tu wltc1u of SluJit.lp-•· 

Ancient Authon " referred to. - Ro- View pne\ieal. - · 
Modee of eeeklng Knowledge. - Three Vien or Soaroe.
Junual'a Same, aucl Ho~'• Wit.- Virgil'• Allegol)', aucl 
Interpretation of it. -Plutarch.- BIB Matter of Fui.-Wh7 
Poetio Oracles oeaaed. :...... Wh7 Delphi Ia eilent. - The Nenou 
lhciter failed.- Reuon aud Religion agree4l.- PUll)' tH 
Nr.turallet. - "Magiar.l Vauidea."- Hold &hree..fold, -tlq 
Bocli17, Iutelleotual, and Moral Waut.- Some Shadea or Truth. 
-Homer's Spirit oalled up.- Tile Nataraliat'a Colllll1111ion.
Galen, the Ph71iolau. -Medloal View of Iudlau, Greek, and 
Bomau Ph,..retaua.- Power of Amuleta. - EleoUie Illuka
tiona. -Tile Ph.)'liclau'a Couoluiou. 

MY l>lW\ CHARLES: 

The scholiast of the middle agee, OTer whose pap 
we have jtJ.Bt been poring, mentioned in his oonclusion 
that he had gleaned his facts and reasonings from the 
" teachings" of "ancient authors." Among the old Ro
mans, and older Greeks, types of two clueea of minds, 
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we natarally look for his authorities. We may find 
them agreeing in their meta, and, perhaps, only appar· 
ently dift'ering in their conclusions drawn from those 
&eta. 

Although among every nation of men all classes of 
mind are met, yet in his natural bent the pure Roman 
was a practical man. The Romans, at no period, had 
a national oracle ; 1 although caves whence issued me
phitic gases, like those which excited the raving Pytho
ness at Delphi, abounded in volcanic Italy. More
over, although a few minds of a certain cast were 
drawn to visit the old Grecian shrines, yet, in the ad
vance of Roman intelligence, the Pythoness there ceased, 
fil!M to chant in poesy, and then to give even in prose 
her responees. 1 In the Roman writers, therefore, a 
practical view of the manifestation of the spiritual 
medium may be expected. While in various modes, 
through the spiritual medium, lll$ln sought knowledge 
otherwise unattainable, the common mind regarded 
the witnessed mysteries as supernatural ; the artful 
practiser on popular belief, half-deceived and half-de
ceiving, knew part to be deceptive, and part real and 
mysterious; and the philosophic mind.of the poot, the 
orator, the physician, and the scholar, is seen ever con· 
demning the artifice, yet respecting the f8cta, and 
seeking ·a law for them. 

The two prominent modee of seeking such knowledge 
were through dreams, and through persons under nerv• 

1 :r.ohenberg'~ Manual ot Claaaioal Literature, Part IT., § 226. 
t Juvenaland Plute.reh; - pp. 74. 76. 



12 KOD.II! O.r SIIIII:DG DOWUDO o.r TBii :roTUlm. 

ous emtement, or inspiration. By the piDlosepJdc, 
however, trtllli in IRIOh oommUDicatiOilS wu regarded a 
dling of the peat, a reliaooe of their J8Vered Trojan aDCI 
Latian ancestors ; 1 and for all the koowledge thus really 
communicated they finind a phibophio expbmation. 1 

They eapecially marked that the suppoeed inepi!ed 
persons were females of nemrus temperament ; as the 
Pythoa.esB of Delphi~ the Sibyl who brought the fiuned 
books to Tarquin, and the Cumsean Sibyls. The vari
OWI other methods by which superhuman bowledge 
wu sought amoug the Romans have been thWI cJu. 
iifi.ed. • Firrt, Sacrijicu. In solemn pomp the bullock 
was brought to the altar and slain, and his entrails and 
liver were laid bare, when the solemn aruspice inspectAld 
their appearanoe, and from it divined the future. 
Second, Birdl and other animob. The anspice watched 
how the raven, crow, owl and cock, sounded their 
ehriJl notes, how the eagle and vultnre flew, how the 
acred chickens picked up ·their food, and how vari
ous quadrupeds Ol'Oil8llCi his path ; and thence augnred. 
Third, Electrical pMnomena. Farly in the morn, or 
when a storm-Qloud gathered, the augurs gazed and 
listened ; and, if lightning flashed or thunder rolled on 
the left, good was promised. Fourtk, TM Ma'Denly 
l»dw. At dead of night, or at early twilight, the 
inquirer went to the astrologer's tower, ueually a Chal-

1 Bee Virgil, p. '16. 
I Bee Oleero, Let. JIIPth, p. 8'f • 
• Bee the invaluable " Roman A.ntiquitlee .. or Alex. .AduD. 

L.L.D., New York,1830, pp. 252, 2'14.; with hiuoholar-~ refer
--. A.llo, «<lllloheDberg," ~IT.,§ '16. 



,.dean f'rom old Babylon. Taking his ·book of NOOrded 
.ogajanctions, of risiDgs ,and settings of the •tars and 
planets, by the aspect of the heaveDS the Magian ti

-v.ined good or ill. FBpecially from calculating what 
4ltar was .riBiug at the moment of one's .birth, he .fore. 
.told the fortunate or adverse destiny of the consulter. 
Fiftk, LJts. Thrown like dice, and their fall obeerod, 

, ar, placed in a vase, sometimes filled with water, and 
dmwn out thence by a boy, or by the consulter at .tJae 
,oracle, the priest interpreted the meaning of their pe
.ouliar .appearance. Sixtk, Magic art. Among the, 
.what the Greeks called gastr01111Zmilt., and the I.U.U 
!Dentriloquism, or speaking from the abdomen, is prom
iJlent. The student of Roman literature gathers ~ 
picture of it. A boy sits watching the appearance .of 
water in the belly (or bulging portion, raare'7} of .a 
,tall glass vase, while the artful ventriloquist, near by, 
utters guttural and mysterious responses. Setxmtk, 
Omens. At important cn,es, the slightest aooideat or 
incident was interpreted favorably, or otherwise; as 
aneeziog,Etumbling, spilling salt at table, &c. In ref. 
erence to all these, it is worthy here to note the three 
eiasses of views in every age entertained. The impuls
ive and ignorant, as well as the cultivated man of nenoas 
temperament, saw in them su.perTlllturol. manifestatiou; 
a rough, fear-naught soldier, like Plautus, could .in 
8COrD throw the sacred chickens overboard, if ihey did 
not eat to 81lit b.im ; while a man of even balaaoe, of 
thorough wisdom and address, like Cresar,' when he 
stumbled and fell on his f8oe in stepping on the ~ 

7 
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· of Africa, oould tum the bad omen into a good one, by 
grasping !.he sand, and kissing it, as he fell, saying, 
" Tmeo te, .Africa,"- I seize thee, Afrioa.1 

Among the able writers of &me this same difference 
of view is seen. Juvenal, who flourished A. D. 190, 
satirizes all tmst in such communications. He pictures 
the man of weak mind and conscience trembling :fur 
his imagined faults, going to seek pardon, imagining that 
he eeea the silver serpent of the -diviner move his head, 
and that the gods speak to his spirit at night. Die
trustful of his own supposed revelations, he seeks the 
crafty fortune-teller of Judea, the pretended interpreter 
of the laws of Solyma, and for a paltry copper the 
Jew sells any dreams he wishes. He hies, then, to the 
Armenian augur ; and, as a last resort, seeks the Chal
dean astrologer, the oracle of Delphi having now ceased 
to respond. The shrewd poet thus presents the two 
sources of mysterious communications, through one's 
own agitated dreams, and tlvough the excited and myste
rious working of another's fancy ; and he seems to hint 
that, through the nervous principle (anima), 4t.he myste
rious knowledge comes to the mind (mens), both when 
in dreams the excited sleeper seizes sometimes the truth, 
and when the practised :fOrtune-teller by his understood 
art gains & knowledge of his consulter's secret thought.1 

In the same strain oft writes the pleasure-loving Horae~; 
rallying his friend, Leuconoe, for trying Babylonian 
numbers, aad being too credulous; and declaring that 

I Adam's Roman Alltiqulties, pp. 2M, 256; with hfl ooplou 
ref'erenou. 

• Jaftllal, Sr.tlre n., '1~ . 

• 
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intelligent and brave men must be diseased in mind, and 
fanatical, when they give way to superBtitious belief' 
in spiritual manifestatious.1 On the other hand, the 
sickly, melancholy Virgil, the very type of the refoct· 
i~ man, givos the opposite picture; dating the view he 
expresses, howenr, in a distant age, and throwing in 
many a reference to philosophic solutionS of his own 
time. The Trojan lEoeas goes in confident devotion to 
the cave of the OuiiUil&ll Sibyl. Wondrous is the 
knowledge of his tiunily she displays ; as wondrous as 
tbt coming from a similar medium in our day ; but 
abe speaks in a nervous frenzy, in which her own mind 
is lost. With a golden bough and a consecrated sword, 
with TM.tallic exciterB of the nervous influence, his way 
b) gain spiritual communications is prepared. From 
spirits called up by a triple invocation, not from the Sibyl 
herBelf, he is to learn. From the ·shade of his father, 
.Anchises, he receives communications ; and his responses 
tlrst present the theory by which spirits are supposed to 
commnnicate with the living, through the nervous prin· 
oiple (spiritus), and the intelligent principle (mens), 
which pervade the universe. And finally the secret 
is revealed, that not at all an actual descent of lEneaa 
to the spirit-world has the philosophic poet recorded; 
any more than Bunyan, in his Pilgrim, writes anything 
but allegory. It is in magnetic trance, in sleeping vis· 
ion, lEneas and the Sibyl have gained their communica
tions; for from the ivory gate of" sleep" Anchises at last 
releases them. In another picture, free from allegory, 

1 :a:or-•s 01111, B. r., No. 11; BUlle m., ftn. 80, 278. 
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Vll'gil expreisfy cal1s the maiden having the propbetio 
furor one " deranged in intellect;" he describes aa per
fectly as our Salem ancestors saw it the wild-fire spreacl 
of the uneontrollable excitement among her companions 
of like temperament, and pnints to life the magio art.1 

There is philosophy wortby of modem study here. 
We have seen tho's in Rome's poets the two extreme 

views of spiritual manifestations. In her practical· 
writers we shall meet the middle view; which admits the· 
D.cts, and refers them to a. natnra1 and 8\111icient cause, 
that of the nervous principle, or spiritual medium. The 
story-telling Plutarch, who wrote in the later Roman 
age, and in· the Greek language, was so interested ia 
tkese subjects as to pen two boob ; the one on tb.e 
question, " Why Pythia does not now give Oraeles ia 
Metre;" and the other," Concerning the Cessation of 
Oracular Responses.': DiscUBBing the first question, he
presents the theory that" the body of the dead passes 
into plants, and thence into animals ; and 110 in the' 
entrails of the animal the spirit of the dead may oppear; 
God uses the prophetic maiden as the sun does the 

·')noon, to reflect from her his thought. The enthusiasm
called the divine instinct, seen in her, is from two 
801ll'Ce8, from a bodily d'eotion, and from the mind'a
nature. She speaks in poetry on the same principle 
that a~~trologers and philosophel'll, and· even men f'ttll rl 
wine, and minds under arry strong exoillement, break 

\_2Ut in song. No grave questioDS now are presented; 

l Virgil'• .&eid, Book n., vera. ,6-50, 100-102, 1ST, 260, 
608, llts-8; aad VII., 376-898, A1lo ~. vur. 
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no excitement of war, sedition, of tyranny, and fearful 
calamity, cal1s f'orth the frenzy. The triJI.ing inquir
ies of servants and young women, to itinerant fortune
tellers, about marriage, their health, &c., are unworthy 
an answer in verse. FinalJy, as it is puerile to admire 
the rainbow, and rings about the SUD and moon, and 
oomets, more than the SUD and moon, so the fondnear 
fhr enigmas and allegories in obscure poetry is noi 
becoming those who employ reason to gain a knowledge 
of God." 1 On the second theme, Plutarch gives a brief 
history of. oracles, from Egypt and its priests to Britain 
and ita Druids. " In Greece the oracle had ceased, 
chiefly on account of the inl!ignificant inquiries made at 
the shrine. Divination, however, remained. Through 
the demons or genii (of which Homer spoke in general 
terms, but the later Greeks more philosophically;, knowl
edge from the spirit world is gained. There is a uni
versal medium ; fur, since there are very many worlds, and 
to each one ita own medium, and at the same time ita 
own peculiar motion, in some to the medium, in some 
from it, and in some around it, all gravitating (Pa~'lr 

gravis) substances must on all Bides be drawn together 
towards one medium.' The knowledge gained by this\ 
medium some regarded as supernatural. It is in reality 
natural ; a fiwulty of our minds. Memory in us is as 
the hearing of deaf persoDP., and the seeing of the blind ; 

1 Plutarchl Opera, Lipelae, U7T; vol. vu., pp. 666, 69~94., 
tiM, 607, G08, and 611. 

'The gtl'flt, it would aimott -, ot Newton'• laW' ot pnt. 
tioD. 
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therefOre it is not wonderful if, apprehendiiJ!, • it cbs. 
many tbjngs which have ceased to be, it alae gaiu 
knowledge of DltlDJ which do uo• yet emt SiDce; 
therefore, souls have this power of miad imaate. ;ret· 
hidden, some Stlddenly mauitest it in cirema 01' at..., 
rifiees, and employ it. Probably it is liB when wiue, it$ 
'tapors being boroe to the brain, produces greU aove
ment in the mind; for the chief power of diYitiing ida 
in the raving and faror. Moreover, ii ia DOt eqiJIIhle.. 
but subject to obanges. It is extinguished in ~ 
rains, is dissipated in places where lightniDg is preTaleM. 
and especially subsides ia an earthquake. A certaiD 
tempering of the air and the wind afteota it. It vehe
mently excites the frame." "I wish DOt to .call idJ · 
doubt anything which is regarded divine. i will free 
myself from the ebarge, Plato being oalled out aa my 
1ritne1111 and defender. For he blamed Anu&fP'III the 
anoieut, because, too much immersed in natural e&Uiiet; 

and always seeking after and tracing aa' the necesaity of 
those aft'eotioll8 wbieh oecur in natural bodies, he omit
ted the final and efficient cause, the more exalted in the 
order of causes, and ihe more potent principle$. In the 
mean time, Plato himself was the first or JDO!It proJDi.. 
Dent of all philosophers in uniting these two; 80 that, 
iudeed, he uoribed to God the origin of those thinga 
which ue performed through a general principle. We 
do not make divination to ooour without God, or without 
a general principle, when we regard the human 80'01 

\ (animum) as its IIUhject, and the spirit (spiritum) or 
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tapors of enthuaiasm as it.t instrument." 1 Read thoaght
fWiy, Charles, these statements; and bear wime. that 
our supposition was no 'IWDf:lty; it waa not baseless ia 
lleBSOD, nor repugnant to religion. 

Another work of this same age will naturally ~ 
oar ootiee. Here are ranged twelTe large quarto TOl
umes, tho worb of Pliny, the naturaliat, 1 who eloaed 
his long life's investigations, when, in pressing on tAJ 
behold nearer the belching flames of Vesuvius, th& 
smoke sufihcated him, aDd, wrapping his mantle about 

... Jria head, he fell amid the ashes tha~ were burying 
Pompeii. Draw we out the tenth volnme, and tum wa 
to his tkirtieth book. We have already read the Ioag 
Laiin commentary here introduced at the bot&om of t.ha 
}l88tl8; and now we will glanee at Pliny's own text. 
" Magical vanities," - these are the Drat words that 
strike our eyes. Surely here is a cool practical man, 
of the observing cast, not likely to be carried away by 
deceptive appearanoes, but leaning rather to the oppoo 
site extreme, to which a mind given to observation or 
material facts is sure to tend. We will hP.ar him, and 
then we shall have the other side. "·By fraudulent arts"\ 
often the science of the Magi has gained wid<' hold on the 
'helief of all ages and nations! Its relation to medicine 
pve it its first grasp on human belief; and its connection 
wi*h religion on tho one hand, and mathematical science 

. 
I Plu~rohi Open.. vol. vu., pp. 613, 621, 62'(, 631-633, JIS9• 

658, 659, 665, 698, 699, 702, 7011, 712, 716, 718. 
I See Ute Paril edition of 1778, alread;r referred to • 
• Pp. 138, uo. 
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on the other, has confirmed ita controlling power over 
'-..,the intellect and the heart." 1 Taking p<I!SC88ioo thu 

of the senses of man by its triple appeal to the bodily, 
intellectual and moral wants of men, Pliny traces its 
history from Zoroaster to his day. Everywhere the 
medicinal virtue attributed to it seems to be its intro
duction ; reminding us of the chief promise of kindred 
developments in our day. At the head of the Jewish 
:Magi he mentions Moses ; 2 no unimportant testimonial, 
coming from one of Pliny's age, nation and personal 
character. The Druids of old Gaul and Britain he 
refers to " this cla~m of prophets and medical men."1 

Of the methods by which knowledge of spiritual things 
is gained, he mentions, that it is sought" by water, and 
spheres, and air, and stars, and lamps, and basins, and 
axes, and by conversations with disembodied spirits, and 
with inferior deities."• He gives an account, then, of 
the famed magician, Tiridates, from whom Nero in 
vain sought to draw his art ; and states his conclusion, 
that though the art is in general injurious and useless, 
"yet it has some shades of truth." 5 

He closes by mentioning that the •• celebrated gram• 
marian, Apion, whom he had seen when a young man, 
had published that there was an herb named c~ 
alia (in Egypt called onpitu), which enabled a man 

(to divine, and secured him against all poisons ; and 
Apion declared that he himself had called up departed 
apir.its, in order to inquire of Homer of what country 

I Pp. lU-148. 
' Pp. 1GB, 170. 

•P.IM. 
6 P. 178. 

•P.lG&. 
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and w'Jat ancestors he was born ; while, nevertbeleBB, 
he did not dare to publish what he bad replied." 1j 
Surely Pliny gives us enough to show that the scene& 
of our day were familiar to Apion and himself, and 
that the same views as to their supematlll'lll or natural 
origin then prevailed among thinking men. He decides 
that the inftuence certainly was connected with physical 
causes, arising from an excitement of the nervous organ• 
ism by means of an intoxicating plant, or some other 
stimulant acting on the ne"ous system . 

.Are you weary of these old Latin authors 1 :Be 
patient till we can look at one more, a Roman medical 
writer of the second century. Here, staring on the
back of four tall folios, is the gilded title, " Galeni 
Opera," the works of Galen. Out we lift the cumbrous 
one marked Tom. III., and, ~urning to page 1497, road· 
the article headed, " de Incantation'e, Adjuratiooo et 
Suspensione," concerning incantation, adjuration and 
~nsion (or the wearing of amulets). In a fumiliar 
letter, like ours, that early and most able, as well a8 
voluminous medical writer, commences thus: "You·l 
have asked, my dearest son, concerning incaatation, 
adjuration and suspension, if they can do any good ; 
and if I have found them in the books of the Greeks, aa 
they are found .in the books of India." From his pro- / 
longod reply we copy these sentences. "Plato says;·, 
'When the human mind loves anything, although it is 
not beneficial, it 8B8urea itself that the thing does il 
good ; and, simply from the bias of mind, that Uililg· 

l P. 180. 
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does ,benefit the body. For example, if any one is con
fident that incantation will do him good, whatever may 

\.. be his character, him, indeed, it does benefit.' " 
r Galen adds to this statement of Plato, " I have seen 

this, indeed, that there are canses of daily-recurring 
disorders of the health, especially of those disorders 
which spring from nervous affections. In healthy per· 
sons, indeed, the canses of infirmity have been these 
same ones. Whence Socrates says, 'Incantations are 
words leading astray rational minds, . according to the 
inception of hope or the incitement of fear.' The Indi
an medical men only believe that the incantation and 
adjuration is an aid; while the ancient Grecian physi
cians thought by these to recall into the wandering soul 
its own perfection ; which, being recovered, it was neces-

{_sary that the body be recovered by it." Galen himself 
seems to adopt this explanation ; " as the fluids of the 
body, being changed, change the action of tho mind, eo 
the action of the mind, being changed, changes the 
fluids.'' He speaks then of the reputed efficacy of 
amulets ; saying of it, " which I do not deny can be 
done, on account of the conformation of the mind of 
which I have spoken.'' After a long enumeration of 
medicinal specifics of this kind, he thus concludes. 
"These things I have culled frod:t th~ books of the 

(ancients. * * I have not tried them ; but yet they 
arc not to be denied by me ; because, if we had not seen 
tile magnet attracting iron to itself, we should not be 
1188ured of it, we should not believe it. So also that 
lead breaks adamant, which iron does not do; that a 
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stcne which is called nitrum is burned in the fire"; and 
that a certllin fish takes away the feeling of one seizing 
it. All which things, unless they are seen by u'!, are 
not believed ; but, being tried, they are · certain. And 
perhaps the sayings of the ancients have the same mean_:,. 
ing. :11: :11: Sometimes certain substances have a prop
erty incomprehensible in its character, on account of its 
own subtilty ; not appreciable to the senses, on account 
o'r its own inscrutableness." Thns this last and one of 
the greatest of the Roman philosophers decides that the 
mysteries of the spiritual medium are not to be denied ; 
bnt that they have a general and natural, though incom
prehensible, canse ; and that the books of both the 
Greeks and Hindoos, from whom he gathered his facts, 
explained these phenomena virtually on the same prin
ciple. Moreover, in illustration of the natural agency, 
or property, by which ~piritual communications are thus 
made, he adduces the very examples to which physiolo
gists now refer; the mysterious properties of the magnet, 
and the electric power of the torpedo. 



mJil J'ASCINATING JIANIHSTATION OJ' 'l'HB SPIBlTUAL 

H.BDIU.II, AS SEEN AND STUDIIID BY 1'BB 
IJrUGINATlV.E GREBKS, 

-"-'t'""' n rix!l tpa•·•eo' ij•· 1l'oll~o~~., ,..~. ofo~~or, 1roAlao~~r' 6i 
lnl 'TC:;,. ltOU'(;;, T,,, nO.hw~ ,,.,,u,-;r, xetl IC01'Tf,.; z~ttJ,uro' otl• 
l•r~pu•·i,, ~· • 4,.n3er'Hr1ro yu(>, C.,~ q>ul>z :Enxe.dq,, ro 4t~•pimn 
iatn!f <11J!•ah·w·." -Xmopium'• Memorabilia. 

[For that he ofl'ered oaerltlces was manifest, often at home, and often Oil 
the common altars or the city, and that he employed divination was DOt 
un&fl)lllreot ; Cor it was commooly reported that Socrates Bald the demon 
made communications to him.] · 

Who are " the Ancients." -The Greek Reflootiw.- Cicero a 
Bollltl.n-Groek.- Divination beliend in by all the Greek 
Schools. -Facts and Reasonings aa in our day. -Source, throe. 
fold : Illusion, Corporeal Causes, the Spiritual Medium. - Homer, 
his Spirits, Nervous Vision~. -Heaiod, his'Chain.-Pytbagoru, 
"Music of the Spheres."- Plato, Intermediate Principle.
Conclusion as in Later Ages. • 

MY DEAR CHARLES: 

When did "the ancients" liw1 Really, to reach 
them seems like reaching "the West,'! which ever re
treats as we advanco. The scholiast of the middle 
ages spoke of the ancients as his authorities; and when 
we had gone back to the old Roman writers, we migh~ 
have thought we had reached onr limit. But now 
Plutarch and Pliny and Galen are found still pointing 
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us back. "Alps on Alps arise; " lnd if we would gain 
the topU108t peak for a look-out, many a distant summit 
is yet to be climbed. Courage, Oharles, and we shall 
breathe a higher air yet. 

AB the Roman was practical, so the Greek was re
flective. Dreams of the imagination filled his mind, 
and in art he embodied them. To him the excitement 
of the nervous principle gave a pleasing thrill, and its 
undue manifestations were to him most f11scinating. 
This was the Greek characteristic ; though all classes 
of minds met and clashed with each other in Athens. 

Oioero was a true Greek, though not born on Grecian 
soil. He defended the use of the Greek language by 
his conntrymen, he loved Grecian studies, and drank 
deeply into the spirit of G~. So thoroughly Gre
cian is his discussion of the subject we are tracing, that 
we must read him among the Greeks as their inter· 
preter. 

Shall we steel up and look over the shoulder of the 
masterly Oioero, ns in the maturity of his years he pens 
down, in two lengthy books on "divination," the 
thoughts of his ripening age on the spiritual medium l 
With the fervor of a sincere heart, he eloquently argues 
the certainty that there is a medium by which we gain 
knowledge of the spirit world, and of events which only 
by spiritual intuition can be known ; showing that 
among all nations, and by the ablest philosophers of all 
nations, divination has been believed and practised; 
among the Greeks, for example, Pythagoras and Soc
rates, the Academy, the Peripatetics, and the Stoics, 

8 

· o,, '" ,Coogle 
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all but the Epicurean, cherishing faith in it; the ideal
ist and materialist extremes, and the mediating ration
alist, all agreeing that mysterious knowledge is derived 
from the spiritual medium, while the sceptic alone 
doubted.1 

As to the mode of ita manifestation and ita concomi
tants, he gives scattered hints. It shows itself when 
the mind of the diviner is dormant, either in sleep or 
in prophetic furor; and an intelligence from without 
utters its thought through the passive organs of the 
speaker ; reminding us of the quiescence of the clair-

(voyant, and of the medium of our times.' It manifests 
itself, as Aristotle remarks, in unhealthy persons, espec
ially those subject to melancholy; 8 it bas the aspect of 
ordinary, strong mental excitement; 4 and Pythagoras 
thought that some kinds of diet., as beans, were unfavor
able to its development ; 5 all of which points to the 
nen·ous principle as the source. The Stoic hints that 
wonders of healing, and strange powers of reading and 
wt·iting, accompanied the influence ; • which seem the 

\_ s:ounterpart of the mysteries of our day. 
Of its nature s:Jattered hinb! from many a source are 

presented ; through which, however, a chain of union 
seems to run. The Stoics thought there was much of it 
deception, and that all could be explained on natural 
principles. Cato said that he wondered that the sooth-

• Cicero de DiTin., Lib. I., § 1, 39, &c. 
8 Ibid, I., 38. 
f Ibid, n., 68. 

~ Ibid, I., 50. 
4 Ibid, I,, 00, 
' Ibid, n., 69. 
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111ycr did not laugh when he saw his fellow-soot.hsayer.1 

Be queried why it was that an insane man should know"'\ 
more of futurity than a sane one ; and that ·the crazy 
girl, Casaandra, should be inspired, when the venerable 
and wise king, Priam, was not; 2 questions about the 
character of the medium, similar to those now beard._., 
The Stoic compared the right responses of the diviner'\ 
to the mysterious mental acumen sometimes shown by 
intoxicated persons ; 8 and Democritus compared the 
eloquent language of the Pythoness to that of the poet 
under high urtistic excitement; • a suggestion similar to , 
an illustration already adduced for our times. Cicerol 
says that an eminent Druid, an acquaintance of his, pro
fessed that a natural principle, which the Greeks called 
physiology, was known to himself; and that partly by 
auguries, partly by conjecture, he foretold the future.5 

Cicero himself, in an elaborate argument, refcra the 
source to the sympathy by which human souls are linked 
to the soul of the world, through which, the spirit set 
free from the body (as some easily are), either when we 
are asleep or awake, really gains the knowledge of other 
spirits, and of the universal soul.' In what way this 
influence from without so mysterious is communicat~ 
cannot be explained, any more than can the myste
ries of nature's simplest operations, as the growth of 
plants, and the healing action of medicines ; 7 and forci· .... ) 

1 Cicero de Dtrin., Lib. u., U. 
a Ib!d, n., 69. 
II Ibid, 1., ,1, 
7 Ibid, 1., 7, 9, 61. 

I Ibid, I,, S9 j n., 5,, 
4 Ibid, I. , S7. 
f Ibid, 1., ,9, 51, 52, and I., 60, 
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bly ho remarks. " Ignorance of causea in a now thing 
produces wonder ; but it there is the same ignoranoe ill 
things &miliar, we do not wonder." 1 

Of dream1 Cicero speaks at leogth ; and with their 
frequent remarkable agreement with met, he, as well as 
many others, in both ancient and modem t.imul, waa 
specially impressed. Of these striking cases there seem 
to be two classes: dreams of future events, which after. 
wards beoome real ; and dreams of events pa811ing a' 
the instant ·in 110me distant place, which are found to 
agree with facts which were at the moment occurring. 
As to the 1i.rst class there may be various explanation& 
As dreams are but a continuance of our waking 
thoughts, it may be that in one case of thousands, our 
'imagination, or dreaming conjecture, may be correct, 
accordant with met ; and this aooidental agreement 
seems striking only because the thousand wrong conjec
tures are overlooked, and the single right conjecture ia 
remembered. It may be, further, that a dream- for 
instance, of success or failure in any enterprise- may 
110 affect the mind and through it the bodily powers, that 
this itself will insure the fulfilment of the dream. .Aa 
to the seoond class, the same may be true : the one right 
ooojeoture may be reported, while a thousand wrong· 
ones may be unreported; or the kindred impression 
resting on two minds at a distance from. each other,
for instance, the conviction of both the sick mao and of 
his absent friend that he will not survive long, ....:.. thia 

l Cloero de Dirin., Lib. u., 22. 



89 

impression may induce .the dream of the latter and the 
death of the furmer ; and that at points of time so near 
that the dream will seem to be a revelation of the death. 
!.'here are cases, however, where apparently the knowl
edge or thought of a person at a distance seems reported 
to the mind of the dreamer; as also apparently (though 
probably uot really) the thought of absent peJ'S!)ns seems 
reported through the medium, in the manifestations of 
our day. Suffice it to say, that Oicero, and men further 
back than he, referred all those cases to the action of 
the " Soul of the World " of Plato and the Indian phi
Joeophe1'8, to the· " animal spirits " of Descartes, to tho 
"plastic spirit of the world " of Mather and Brattle'a 
time, to the " nervous principle'' of the modern physi
ologist. What has such a universal and uniform history 
must have a law. We may confidently trust there is a 
science here; though what it is, man may never know.1 

Is it not now apparoot, Oharles, when we remember 
that the " Soul of the World " of the Platonist, and the 
"nature" of the Stoica, as seen in men excited by any 
natural cause, and the " nervous principle" now spoken 
of by the physiologist, are the same,- is it not apparent, 
u Oicero seems to conclude,t that dift"erent minds, after 
all, must reach about the same conclusion ? The super
natural of the oue is the natural of the other. The 
Platonic Cicero has his representatives now ; and so 

1 Ibid, 1., 20 et eeq. As a modern lnstanoe,- "Watchman .I; 
Refteotor," Boston, Oct. a, 1852, vol. xxxm., p. 1C8. Sco, alJo, 
Lot. Fourth, p. 33, and Let. Tenth, p. 119. 

2 Ibid, u., 72. 
s• 



haTe the Druid and Smio, as well as the Aristofe. 
liao. 

Galen makes special mention of the boob ol the 
Greeks. It is but a glance at what the great writer~~ 
of that cultured land have said of the spiritual medium 
we can take. 

Homer, writing in the infancy of his nation, speaks iD. 
tM language of childhood of the spirit-world ; like 001' 

own Shakapeare, representing spiritual manifestations 88 

simple objects of sense. The spirits all bear the simple 
title " god ; " and have an ethereal body in which they 
appear to men. As always, however, the unphiloao
phizing poet shows the belief that it was not the bodily 
eye whioh saw the spirits; bot, the mind in dreamy reT• 
ery, or in exoited faooy, by the spiritual medium appre
hended the vision. Achilles was first thoroughly eoa-
vinced of the reality of the future life, and the spiri&
world, when the shade of Patroclus, his slaughtered 
friend, appeared to him in a dream of the night; 1 and 
it was the still active nervous excitement, such as we 
often in broken slumbers e%perience, whioh painted 

rthe image befbre his mind's eye. In the intense ardor 
of hot debate, again, Achilles felt the hand and saw the 
glistening eye of the goddess Minern, checking him ; 

.,___while no one under lesa nervous excitement beheld her.1 

With Hesiod commenced the philosophic theories of tho 
Greeks as tD the world of disembodied spirits, and the 

1 Homer'a Diad, B. xxm., veraea62, 105. 
1 Ibid, B. 1., vema 197, 198. 
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80DQ8(1tion we have wiUl it. Hesiod. we ue tA:>ld, ..,. 
Ule first of the Greeks to suggest Ulat sublime oooeepoo 
ti~. that all spiritaal beings and maierial exisieDCE8 

, ue united by a obain (<me_.), 10 that a positive ioflu-. 
tnoe and movement oan be exerted by one spirit oa 
o~her spirits and bodies. In his writiogs the lford 
'' demons " is irst fixed, as signifying these intermediate 
agents and iallueDOOS.1 Pythagoras followed ; and by. 
bim and his pupils was built up that majestic theory 
which is described in the " Soul 1Jf the World," b7 
Timarus ; that almost Newton-like ~eory of mutul 
attraetioos, which holds worlds in their plaoes, and make~ 
them give for~h. as they move in their orbits, the 
" music of the spheres." • Soora~, the popular and 
practical philosopher of AtheDS, as Xenophon records. 
performed the accustomed sacrifices which made up tho 
external religion of his countrymen ; and he employed 
divination as a meana of gaining knowledge not attain
able in the natural methods. Yet his countrymen 
dwbted his hearty belief in these. Soorates' real belief 
wu this : " The people who sought knowledge of the 
future through sacrifices, birds and fortuitous events, did 
DOt suppose that the birds knew the future ; but that the 
gods communicated through them. Thus he believes. 
He thought men should use their own judgment in de
ciding about their affairs. Through the demon (lo 
Ju•poY•or), the spiritual medium, the gods (8~oi) did, 

I See Elolleoberg, and vartou &athorlUee. 
s History of Philoaophy: trr.nal. from the Freooh, by He11171 

107-110, and varioua authoritiee. 
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in divination, communicate with men ; but it was wrong 
to inquire from them about trifling matters; for though 
they know all things, yet they mnde revelations only 
of human duty.'H Plato perfected that system which 
resoh•ed all immaterial principles (the chemical and 
capilJary attractions between particles of mutter, the 
magnetic attraction drawing material bodies to each 
other, and the wider attraction holding worlds in their 
plaOCII) into one "circle," or ring, of influences. These, 
118 we have seen, he distinguished from pure !!pirit, 
the ultimate cause of existences, the Divinity ; and 
through this intermediate system of agency, excited by 
the desire of the inquirer, he accounted for the won
derful knowledge and wonderful influences gained from 
divination and incantution.~ 

We part with the reflective Greek as from the prao
tical Roman, having gathered from him the same 
views. From Hippocrates to Aristotle, as we have 
seen, the practical Greek reasoned as did the French 
Academy about animal magnetism. Even the pure 
rationulist, who was the leading type of the Greek 
mind, we now behold receiving the fucts, and referring 
them to three clai!SCS of causes still bearing Grecian 
names, " physiological, psychological, demonia!:al." The 
latter is their name for the spiritual medium. 

I Xeaophoa'e Memorabilia, Uh. 1., cap. i., §§ 2, 9, and 111 ; 
aJ.o, l.et. Seventh, p. 77. 

t Sole Cioero, Plut&rch and Galea, M alreacly quoted, pp. 78,81, 
86. ' 
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'llUI MAGICAL DISPLAY Olf THJI SPIRITtrAL IDIDIUM A8 

UNDBBS'lOOD AND PRACTISED IN ANCIENT AND 

l'llODBRN INDIA AND .BGYPT, 

"Qoaesistl, tlli earissime, de tnco.ntatlone, adjuratlone et suspenalone; al 
qua poaaunt prodesse, l't al lnvenerlm In librla Graecorwn boc, quallter 
In libris Indorum est illvenire."- Galen. 

[You baTe asked, deareat son, roncemlng Incantation, adjumlon, and 
the wearlnr of amulets; whether they can serve any curative purpose ; and 
whether I have found this in the books of the Greeks, 88 it Ia found In the 
books of the Hlndoos.] 

"The art of divination, as practised In our temples, Is derived from 
Egypt. • • • These ceremoules tn Greece are bat of modem date~ 
whereas in Egypt they have been in use from the remotest antiquity."
HCTOdonu. 

Champollion 's Cines. -Wonders of India. -Serpents ohanned. 
-Nervous Swoons. - Detecting Thieves, -Man buried a 
Month.- Religious Trances.- Nervous Contest -Stone raised, • 
-Brazen Ve88el moved. -Uniform Explanation.- Trial b:y 
Rice. - " Special Agent." -Fearful Initiation. - Magio an 
Arl. - Hindoo Philosophy of Magio, - Serpent Charmers in 
Egypt. -Serpent drawn from· Wall,- Goat Charmer.- His
tory of Charms. -Magnetizing Magiolan. - Clalrvoyanoe in 
Egypt.-" Special Agent" universal.- A Law. -Anoient 
History uniform. -Blindfold Somnambule. -Healing by Mag
netism. - Phenomena ever the same. 

MY DBAB CBARLBS: 
While Champollion was during twenty long years 

bending his acute mind to the search for a key to deci
pher Egyptian hieroglyphic records, he had three clues 
f4 guide .b.im in tho labyrinth. He had the moderG 

o,, '" ,Coogle 
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Coptic language and the ancient Egyptian moL·.1ments 
as the extremes. He had also stumbled on an obscure 
passage in that old Christian Father, Clement of Alex
andria, describing the principle of hier.oglyphic writing 
as in his day still practised; and this, wgether with the 
Greek: tablet of the Rosetta stone, formed the mea1u 
for his comparison. We too, Charles, have modem 
scenes in India and Egypt, and ancient Hindoo books and 
Egyptian monuments, for our extremes. We have also 
stumbled on an old Christian scholiast who describes to 
us the principle of the magical display of the 11piritual 
medium, which he tells us he gained from "most ancient 
monuments ; " and this, wit.h the Greek: and Roman 
authorities intervening, is our means for comparison. 

Enter we, then, old India, the land whose name from 
the days of Alexander, and even Solomon, has been but 
a synonym for boundless wealth, but whose reputation 

.as the fountain-head of science, philosophy and myste
rious arb!, dates back: to an even earlier day. We can 
trace in her hiswry, in unbroken series, magical displays 
of the power of the spiritual medium, such as throw 
into the shade all we of this New World have yet seen. 
So wondrous are they that intelligent English officers, 
physicians, clergymen and general scholars, who have 
gone thither sceptical and prejudiced, have reported in 
numberless authenticated narratives the story of their 
convincing eye-sight, and have declared that the halt' 
was not wid them in their land. 

Serpents and hird.v are drawn and held as by a 
charll:l. An eminent physician, sceptical on this point, 
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in company with other Englis4 gentlemen, thus tested . 
the fact. . Taking a serpent charmer alone, they brought 
him to a distant heap of rubbish ; and, causing him to 
lay off all his raiment, that there might be no deception 
practised upon them, they watched his movements .. 
Approaching the pile with a serpent-like hiss, and a 
nervous working of the features and limbs, which be· 
came more and more excited and violent, present] y serpent 
after serpent of the most venomous kind showed their 
heads, and gradually moved towards the charmer; until, 
reaching out his hand, he took: them as so many lifeless 
withes, and deposited them in his basket.1 Numberless 
attested instances of a similar kind might be given; the 
operator winding the serpent about his neck, pressing it 
fold after fold into his mouth, and rendering it rigid as 
a stick or pliant as a cord, at his pleasure. Back to the 
most ancient days this power can be traced. Aelian, a 
Greek writer of the fourth century, describes the same 
power as exhibited at his day, and says that it is a fuo. 
ulty banded down in certain families, from father to son, 
uninterruptedly.2 

By throwing themselves into a 11£rrxna nooon, females, 
as well as men trained to the art, do succeed in relieving 
certain bodily diseases, and it;~ discovering the place 
where stolen property is hid, and the persons who have 
taken it.3 The following instance gives a description of 

l "Modem India, by Henry H. Spry, M.D., F.R.S.,M.R.A.S., 
:Bengal Medical Staff, Loudon, 1837;" YOI. 1., pp. 209 et seq. 

I Aelia.o, Lib. u., cap. 67. 
• " DeiiCripUon of the Ch&racter, llumera and Cnatoma, of the 
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the process. A crowd. gathered near the house of an 
English resident, an author, near Beoares. SOme per
sons 'f!ished to gain information of stolen goods ; and an 
old woman, a practiser of the art of divining, had been 
brought from the city. The crowd sat down in a circle 
around in the open field, and the woman was placed in 
the centre. Soon she began to rock and roll as if in 
8p88ms, her agitation becoming more and more violent, 
until, in a paroxysm of frenzy, she threw herself on the 
ground, and rolled convulsed. The interrogators listened 
to her mutterings, and from them learned where their 
property was to be found.1 Of this power of throwing 
one's self into a voluntary swoon cases almost incredible 
are reported. The l!&me English writer just quoted 
reports an instance which " some European officers, 
whose evidence seemed unimpeachable, aaserted in writ.
iag that they saw." A devotee, on a wager, submitted 
to the fullowing test, After giving directions what 
shoold be done to him, he threw himself into a swoon. 
He was then sewed in a bag, placed in a box, and buried 
in a tomb built of solid brick-work. The door was then 
bricked up and sealed, and sentries placed before it for 
a whole month. The tomb was then opened, and his 
body taken out. His mouth, as be directed beforehand, 
was pried open, and a little milk: poured into it ; and, 
though he had been without fOOd, drink and air, for thiriy 
uys, he revived and sat up. The next day he was ablo 

People ofiodla, by the Abbe J. A. Dubois, traDal. &om a Fmaoh 
manuorlpt, Philadelphia, ISIS;" vol. 11., part 11., ohap. SG. 

•·" RecollectioDB of Northem lDdia, by Re'l'. Wm. Buye:rs, Lon
don, 18~," p. 3U. 
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.to mount a camel and start otr on a journey, cxprelllling 
·himself in very indignant terms that the parties who 
had put him to the test did not remunerate him more 
liberally for his trouble. The writer adds, " I read 
a few weeks ago, in an Indian paper, that the same 
devotee had repeated the l!ame feat at some other place, 
with eqnal success." 1 No one accustomed to witness the 
swooning of pel'I!Ons under strong religious excitement, 
especially of the colored race, in certain sections of our 
country, can help believing in the reality of these nerv
ous trances. What mysterious influences may be seen 
working during them, facts alone cao decide. 

A wondrous ptn~Jer OfJer t'M nert:ous injluence of 
ot'Mrs, and over 'IIUllerial objects, is seen in the Indian 
devotee. The French writer before quoted 2 records 
the following instance. Two rivals wish to attest their 
superiOr powers. A stone or piece of money is placed 
on the ground, and the trial is to see which will first 
raise it witlwut touching it. They advance towards 
the object, opposite each other, fi.inging " enchanted cin· 
ders" and reoiting "mantras; " when both, by " an in
visible but irresistible force," are repelled and d1iv.en 
back. They again approach, with new effi>rt and excite
ment, the sweat pouring from them and blood gushing 
from their mouths, until one of them gets possession of 
the stone or piece of money. Sometimes one of the 
combatants is thrown violently on the ground by the 
-nervous power of his antagonist; and, taken ~ breath· 

I BuY'Ir's Northern lndla,.pp, 369, 370. 
I Duhela' ~e of ID:Ua, TOI. II., ohap. 36. 

9 
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less, he lies for days as if weakened by sickness. The 
writer thinks that there is some collusion and dooeption 
in these stmnge phenomena; but he remarks, " It must 
be owned that effects are oooasionally produced by them 
of which it would not be easy to divine the cause." 
The reader familiar with Mather's records of witch
craft will remember that he bas recorded instances of a 
similar unaccountable nervous repulsion ; the hand of a 
person striking at an imaginary image flying book, u if 
repelled by an irresistible force.' 

Instances of the moving of material objects, particularly 
metallic, "without touching" them, fi1r more palpable 
than that just mentioned, may be cited. An English 
writer~ just cited records the following. A friend of 
his, after reading in his Bible one day, laid down his 
gold spectacles ; and, having gone out a short time, 
when be returned he found his spectacles were gone. 
He knew that no person, except his servants, of whom 
he had fifteen or sixteen, could have entered the room. 
Calling them, he charged the theft upon them. To clear 
themselves, the servants all declared the Brahmin should 
be brought, to fi.nd out which wu the thie"r. The 
Brahmin, having come, mnged all the servants in a row 
on one side of the room, while the gentleman himself 
stood by, watching the proceedings. Stationing himself 
in the centre of the room, which was a large hall, the 
Brahmin placed a small brazen vessel before him, and 
mutte.red ~me incantations. Then, leaving the vessel, he 

1 Mather'• Magnalla, Boot n., p. T5. 
I Bu;yer'a Northern lDdia, p. ST5. 
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declared that, if the thief were in the room, it would, of 
itself, move to him. To the great astonishment of all, 
the vessel began to move, with no visible hand near it, 
and, sliding apparently of its own accord along the floor, 
it went straight to one of the servants. The man con
fessed the theft, and produced the missing spectacles. 
The writer concludes, " l'ffy old friend was no believer in 
the supernatural powers claimed by these men ; but he 
was quite confounded nt the result, and could never 
venture an explanation of the curious affair." 

A glance now at the views of the source of these 
phenomena entertained in all ages in India. is most 
instructive. The popular belief at the present day is 
that these manifestations are supernatural. 1 The intel
ligent observer finds a resort to physiological law, which 
in part explains them ; the serpent charmer using from 
childhood a drug, whoso properties become infused 
through his system ; 2 and the Brahmins using incen~ in 
their incantations, to produce a similar influence on 
themselves and othcrs.8 To a p.tyclwlogical cause, 
the influence of fear on both mind and l:ody, the 
learned student has referred a part of the phenomena; 
such a reporter giving the following general practice as 
an illustration.• When a. theft has been committed in a 
bouse, the Brahmin is called and the whole filmily 
assembled. Sitting in tho centre of the circle, the 

I Spry's Modern India, vol. u., p. 125. 
I Dubois' People of India, vol. u., ohap. 36. 
8 Ibid. 
• Spry's Modern India, p. Sl. 
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Brahmin produces a little brass balance, ~d, putting a 
mysterious old rupee into one scale, he deals out. a por· 
tion of rice equal to its weight to each one of the circle, 
Calling then on each to eat his portion, he declares that 
the rice in the culprit's mouth will remain dry and 
unmasticated. Fear so acts on the guilty person's 
nervous system that he cannot eat.1 The Brahmi.u. 
knows this; and his trial is generally successful. 

Yet back of these causes, or superadded to them,. 
is another, unexplained, the " special agent " of the. 
French Academy. The facts are the same, the cause 
manifestly is the same, and the reasoning of intelligen~ 
men in all ages as to that cause ha$ been the same, with 
what we have beheld in reany another land and age. 
One writer refers it to the power called mesmeric. • 
He pictures also the appalling scene of initiation 3 to 
which the praetisers of these arts subject every one 
who would enter their frater!lity. In the dense jungle, 
far from human habitation, over a charcoal fire a small 
brass kettle filled with mysterious ingredients is placed, 
and around it in a circle skulls and bones are strewn, 
By this kettle, in this hideous circle, with ·tigers and 
hyenas prowling around, the candidate is all night long 
to remain seated. gazing at and stirring. its contents.t 
If, unmoved, never for a moment diverted, he persists all 
night, that is a man who has any imaginable command 

t As the agttattdapealter baa a dry l'Oioe; the calm, a clear, mel
low one. 

II Buyer's Northern India, p. 369. I Do., p. S72. 
4 The admirer of Shakapeare will remember the o0unterpt.n ol 

&hllaeeno ill Macbeth, Act. rv., Soene 11& 



' 

JlllQlOO PBILOl!OPRY OJ' JU.OiC. 101 

over his nervous system. The whole appearance and the 
entire proceedings of these devotees indicate that it is 
the nervous principle which they employ in working the 
wonders which every intelligent observer is convinced 
are real. 

Going beck to the ancient1, we find their view agree
ing in that we have already considered. llack to India, 
as the mother of the art, they all refer the fucts, and 
the philosophy of those facts. Pliny ascribes the origin 
of magic to Zoroaster; and the renowned magiciun from 
whom Nero sought to learn his art was a Chaldean.1 Io 
the earliest times it was an art, a Eeeret knowledge of 
natural principles; one, however, which a Nero could 
not buy. Galen mentions the" Indian physicians" as 
healing by incantation, through knowledge of.a hiddeu 
principle of our nature, similar to the attractive power 
of the magnet. Most of all, to the books of the Indiana 
Galen especially refers.t 'Through the laborious studies 
of Colebroke 8 European scholars have regained the 
knowledge, familiar to the Greeks and Romans, that 
India is the fountain-head of that philosophy which 
Plato and Cicero, and the idealist of every age since, 
has agreed in; either adopting it from others, or having 
it suggested by his own peculiar bent of mind. Io 
India, in the earliest days, prevailed the theory • that 

1 See Let. Seventh, p. 80. I Ibid, p. 81. 
a Ear.ya by Colebroke, io Transactio~ of the .Aei&tio Society of 

London, from 182~ to 1829. 
• See Epitome of History of Pbiloeopby, traDal&ted from toM 

lrenob by Dr. Henry, pp. U, 25, 35, ll6. 

9* 



all qualities, all attraeting influeaces ia na~ (whicll 
we ku.ow to be inUrmediattJ betweeo. spirit. and mat.t.e~). 
make ~~p the soul of the world, of which hu~ spirita 
are a part ; througll which, since in it th~e is an. active. 
and a passive, a negative and a positive force, oniJ mau'a 
soul oan control anotlaer'a aoul aud body" and move 
material objects, as teaches the aeholiast of ike middle 
ages.t Cousin, the great historian of ancient and mod
ern philosophy, echoes this statement, when, in speakillg 
of Indian mysticism, he quotes and adopts Colebroke'a 
exposition of the nature of magic. " This pow~ consi.sta 
in being ab!G w take all forms ; * * it consists in 
changing the course of nature, and in acting upon inani-: 
mate as well as upon animate things." 1 

Torn we now to Egypt. Make with lUe, Charles, ~ 
day's tour of e:uroination about Cairo, the present capi
tal of that country, and observe we the wonders now 
exhibited there. ~lounted on our little donkeys, we pat,. 
ter along the narrow crowded alleys, to the blzaar. Aa 
we approach this covered zna.rt, towards which the crowd 
all day throng, among the innumerable novel scenea 
around see seated yonder the serpent charmer. Forth 
from his oov~ basket he draws a fearful, poisoooua 
snake. He coils him about his neck like a ribbon ; he 
puts his head into his mouth, and presses in fold after 
fold of his body, till even the tail is shut in and con· 
cealed, and then draws him slowly forth again. Again, 

I Bee Letter SiJ:th. p. 63. 
· a " 0oU1'8 de Phll010pbie," trallllatecl b7 lL 0. WJP$, IICIOD4 

~trill, voL n., Seot. 6. 
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he sVetohes Dim skaight Ji,ke a rod, ~d Je]!J q ~
the grollnd. while so like a &tick he •mt, 110_1Uit' aJJ4 
mot.ionleas, yoa. migM readily pict hi~ up fe~ • ~~ 
liB! pPwer over the serpent is not the extracting of \lil. 
deadly ~ngs, for you see them glistening in his tll9.Q.tb. 
Nor ia it that the serpent llas ~n domestica.tad ; for, 
aa you pass on, you may see another of these serpent 
charmets, who has been called to dr.,w fonb and ca.p
ture a serpent hid under a house, or within its walls, 
seated fOr an honr before the hole which the serpent AN, 
eo.iered, al.ld looking intently at it with a flushed llllll 
nervous aspect, hissing the mean while, until you behold 
the. untamed and deadly intruder drawn slowly forib 
from his lurking-place towaN& the charmer, who tak._ 
him like a coil of cord ~ttnless in his hand, and p1aoee 
him in his basket. Moreove~, a little further on yoa. may 
see a goat perched on the 11lender point o.f a rod, and 
slo.wly raised higher and higher, while his master • 
with mo.re and more of fre111y ; till auddenly the IIOD8 

and Qervous i.ofiuence cease, the charm is b.-oken, ant\ the 
liUie animal falls like a dead weight from llis pointed 
perch. No beholder can doubt that by the power of~ 
nervous principle the chaquer has control over the vital 
nervous energy of the anin1ate creation. 

From time immemorial, now, this same 119wer has been 
seen in Egypt, and described. The ablest English resi
dent writert have pictured it.1 The French savans, under 

1 AQOOUut of Ul• Maamen aDd Cuatoll!l o_f the llocleru ~ 
tlau, by E. W. lAne, London, 1836; vol. n., ohap. vu.,p_p. lOS, 
10'-
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Napoleon, fifty years ago, extensively investigated it,' 
learning that it was a secret art, handed down like the 
ancient mysteries of Egypt. The ancient Greeks and 
Romans found the practisers of this art in Egypt ; the 
Greeks calling them by the expressive name " Psylli," 
or 8piders. Strabo, among many allusions to it, espec
ially describes this power over the serpent, as seen in 
Egypt. Aelian further relates, " They are said to be 
enabled, by a magical art, to bring down birds from 
heaven, and to charm serpents so as to make them come 
fOrth from their lurking-places at command."2 The 
student of the past, who has learned to give a high place 
among authentic historic records to the books of Moses, 
will have no hesitation in recognizing the same art at an 
earlier date of Egyptian history.• 

Ride we now to behold a similar power exercised on 
the human frame, and a control more mysterious exer
cised on rational minds. The famed m8gioian, Sheikh 
Abd-el Kader, seated on a mat in his little room, orders 
a brasier of burning coals to be brought and placed d 
his side, while he sits writing on slips of paper invo
cationa to the spirits. A boy is called, on the palm 
of' whose band the magician draws a rude square, with 
inner lines parallel to each side. In the eight outer 

1 See De..mptton de l'Egypt, Etat Moderne, Tome Steond, II.• 
Partie, pp. 5, 22, 23 ; alao ·Egypt and the Books of Moeee, by 
Hengetenberg, trans. by RobbiDB, .Andonr, 1843, pp. 100-105, 
and hie references to Quatwnirt. 

1 .Aelian, Lib. I., cap. 57; and Btraho, Book xm., p. 688; lolld 
Book XVII., p. 814,. 

• Xxocl. 7 : 11, 12. 



compartments thUI formed are iDscri.bed. in Indian (~ 
llindoo, showing the origin of the art) eight of the. nine 
:qume.rals, the ig!ll'El .ft"e being placed in one cornet! 
of · the oentral compaztment.1 In the centre a drop of 
ink: from the magician's horn is deposited. Placing now 
his brasier between the boy and himself, and telling him 
to look intently at the ink-drop, the magician takes in 
his hand hia slips of paper on which. he has wriUen his. 
invocatioDL These slipa of paper, each with a haDdful 
of iDCeDBe, he throws, ooe after another, into the fire; 
muttering, meantime, the same invocations, till the. 
Slllok:e and perfume is almost overpowering and bewil· · 
dering to the senses. All these preliminaries, the.. 
magical numbers, the burning incense, the in~ooatious, 
are but impresaive accompaniments of his rea}. art, aa 
we have already learned from the ancients. Then ia seeD. 

his real power. Now, partly in leading questions, but. 
soon without them, he causes the boy to see and describe 
w.hat.ever his own imagination cho<mes. Then, whea 
suiicientJy under his iu1luence, the boy goes on to de
llllrihe scenes known only to the spectators; pel'IODS and 
pl&OOll in England and America, of which no one but. 
the inquirer himself has knowledge. Sir Gardner 
WilkiDioo, ODly ODC6 beholding this performance, and 
in that one trial having sent for ibe magician to come 
to a foreigner's house and to appear before a dignified 
cil:cle, naturally might not make due allowance for the 
diltarbUtg DelVOUI inftaence thus exerted OD ~ per• 

1 Lule'a Modem "jgypt, TOL 1., chap. zli., pp. 3' 7-35'7. 

;, '" ,Coogle 
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former ; 1 just as Franklin and the first ·French com
mi88ion beheld Mesmer's experiments under such a 
disturbing influence, and, therefore, at first, underrated 
them. But the able Mr. Lane,' long a resident in the 
East, and hundreds of ordinary observers, have witnessed 
a real unmistakable agent at work, similar to that 
admitted even by that first French commission. The 
power thus seen in different lands, and among different 
cla88es of men, must be a natural agent, placed by the 
Creator in all men ; mysterious indeed, unexplained 
and perhaps ine:rplicable, yet real. Moreover, this 
influence is not modern, but ancitnt ; in the East, as 
we have seen in Europe,' capable of being traced bock 
indefinitely in the history of human nature. In the 
earliest times" distinction was made between the scirnce 
and the art, between the use and abuse of this mysteri
ous power; and all persons convicted of witchcraft were 
debarred from initiation into the sacred mysteries of 
Egypt.' The modes of practising sacred divination 
were the same; Clement of Ale:mndria describing " the 
prophet" in the Egyptian festival "carrying in his bosom 
a water jar," 5 the gastromantia, so common in later 

I H&Dd-boot for Egypt, by Sir Gardner WllkinloD, F.R.S., .to. 
(llanay) Lolldoo, 18,7, pp. 161-16•. 

I Lane's Modern Emt, vol. r., ohape. :D. and zii. 
8 See Let. Fifth, p '7. 
t Munen and Cuatoma of the A~~eient Eg-rptiane, by J . G. 

Wllkinlon, F.R.S., ll.R.S.L., cl:o. Loadon, 18U. Seoond Seriee. 
YO). u., p. S2 •. 

'Clem. Alex. Stromata, B. TI., p. 196; quoted b7 W~ 
Ia hll Seoood Series, YOl. n., p. 279. 
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: •PI• being an art. of ancient Egypt. The mdl aimed 
at were the aatne ; the Egyptian oracles being oonaulted 
·in cases of tbeft, and large rewards being paid by prinoes 
fur suooessfal information obtained.' The influence 1em 
to be e&erted wus the same ; Macrobius describing the 
Jlriests bearing the images of the Heliopolitan deity r.s 
" borft8 on hy a divine spirit, not at their own will, but 
whither the god impelled them;" and Herodotus men· 
tioniog tllat at the festival of Sais one of the priests 
was led " blindfold" to a spot, where, being left, be 
went (really alone, though, as the people believed, led 
by two wolves) a distance of twenty stadia (about two 
aad three-fourths mile;.}, to the temple of Ceres, and 
beck ; ll which certainly resembles the blindfold guiding 
of the somnambule now seen. What is more inter
esting, the process Gf Malu'g by Egyptian art seems 
the same as that now practised. Pliny describes the 
aerpent charmers as having this healing power. "By 
COiltact" with the persons affected, " they are accus
tomed to alleviate the bite of serpents; and by laying 
on their laand, to extract poisolli from the body." 1 

Strabo more fully describes the process thus : " The 
· rruzlu among these people, they say, heal tboee who 
are bitten by a viper, by repeatedly touching upon 
(avJJFXiif ~f .. 7t:TO/IA"ovs) the person, as the magicians 
are accustomed to do; and thus they transfer to them-

I WUkiniOD, Ber>nd Berie~~, Tol. I., p. 163. 
I Hacrob. &.turn., I., 30 ; Herod~. n., 122 ; quoted b] WD.IdJ&. 

1011, Seoond Series, 1'01. u., pp. 298 ud 310. 
I Plin7, Lib. LX., cap. I. 

o,, '" ,Coogle 
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11elves, fil'!lt the livid hue, ·then the inflammation, awl 
quiet the pain." 1 Here, then, wo. learn that in the 
most ancient times in Egypt, the " ·magicians .. were ac
customed to practise an art · the very counterpart of the 
magnetizing of our day; while the "Psylli," or tbe eer
pent ·charmers, by the same prooess, actually wrought 
cures. Dicxioros mentions that through dreams the 
Egyptian physicians sought a knowledge of the remedies 
proper to be presoribed for disease ; 2 while, however, 
-tMy closely examined the case itself, using their own 
judgment; thus showing that it was by an art, not by 
snpematnral but by natural methods, they gained this 
knowledge. In referring to this, Wilkinson alludes ~ 
the fiwt that " the advocates of animal magnetism may 
see it in this pa!!l!&ge." In immediate connection he tlms 
alludes to the monuments of the ancient Egyptians : 
"Though their physicians are often mentioned by Bero
aotus and other writers, the only indication of medical 
-attendance occurs in the paintings of Beni BIUI!Iln, 
where a doctor and patient are twice represented."' In 
both these representations the patient is on his knees, 
with one hand taking hold of the upper part of hia 
other arm, and with the other hand grasping the calf 
of'the physician's leg. In both the physician holds one 
·hand on the head of the patient, while wHh the other 

t 8\rabo, Lib. xm., p. 688. Bee word P•ylli in \he Index for 
Cl\her referenoetl. 

!t Dlod~rna Sioulna, Book 1., § 26. 
s WUkinaon'a Mannen and Onatoms or \he Ancient ~ 

lint Series, vol. w., p. 393; alao, aee Note on. \he -• PIP• 
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haod, in one caae, he administers a dose of medicine, 
and, in the other oase, uses a surgical instrument. In 
a representation of a lady in the bath, two attendants 
seem to be making ~e mesmeric passes upon her; 
while a third holds to her nose a lotus-fiower, appar• 
ently as an exhilarating d.rog.1 

We have followed up our clue far back into the dark 
put, to find the fiat end of this historic chain. And 
now, to fix our last deep impression of the uniform mys
teries of the spiritual medium, listen we to a single 
sentence or two from the very oldest of the Grecian 
historians. As to the unifurm existence of these phe
nomena in all ages, the same writer says : " The art of 
divination, as now practised in our temples, is derived 
from Egypt. * * These ceremonies in Greece are 
but of modern date ; whereas in Egypt they have been 
in use from the remotest antiquity." As to the uni
furm likenes~ of these manifestations, that earliest of 
travelled writers describes as seen in his day cases of 
witchcraft, and trials and executions fur it as demo
niacal even in barbarous Scythia, which are the very 
counterpart of those lately seen in Salem.2 

t Wilkinson's Ma.n • .nd Oust. of .Anot. Egyptians, First Beriel. 
vol. m., p. 389; also Let. Eleventh, p. 133. 

lllerodot.wl, Book IV,, § 68 0 Boolr.IL, §§ 6" 66, 68. 
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JDGYPT AND .A88YlUA. CONTJlA8TBD W1'm AlQ) 

Jl.AD:B '1'0 1:8TABLillll TIDI lltiPJIBlU.TUJUX. 

Ilf TIDI OLD~. 

"ADd ..,_ na lellrDed In Ill u.e wlldom ot lbe ~·" •lfclw 
&he JllllilclaDa ot Jlc7pt, tbeJIIIIoo did &he - with tbelr """banlmenlll f 
lbr the7 cut down eve'¥7man Ids rod, and they becmle -:peuta. Bat 
Aaron's rod IW8IIowed ap tbelr rode." "'l'beD tbe ~ aid am. 
Pbulloh, 'l'bls Ia &he fln&er of Ood."-Acta T: ill; Jliod. T: 11, Ul 
1: 111. 

ADd Daniel Willi t&lll!ht. "&he leamiDg and tODglle ot &he Chald-.• 
"'l'beD tbe kine mode Daniel chief over lbe wlloe meo ot--." "ot the magicians, -Jogen, Cbald08lll, and aootbaa.rerLli -~~The Chal-
...... oald, There Is DODO other that can abow It beb'e the klnc, ueept IIIII 
pll, whole dwelling Is not with lleah." But "Daniel ......-ed In the 
~ ol the kine, and uld, 'l'be -which tbe ldllg bMh ~ 
CIIIIIIOt the W'iae men, the utrologera, the maglclaDa, tbe ~ abow 
-the kine· But there Ia • Ood In het.ftD that l'lmlllleth _,._,._ 
Jlaulell:'; 2: 11,68; 6:11; 2:2T. 

Old Testamem "utiquaeed." -Bel.euoe HVVe~ Barip&ue. --Bai
enoe behind Soriptare.- Moeee le&n~ed. - Eighi ll'orma of 
Egypiian M)'ltery.--:-Noi behind our M)'lteriea.- Seriptare 
Vtew or ih-. - A.caredit sm-. -Daniel amoag JU&L
AbUR or Bcienoe oondeumed. -The True SupernaQaral.- ]l(a.. 

Pian'• T81tlmony. - ifagi•a Testimouy. -Picture or an A.n
aleni Medium. - Why Men -t tliem. - Contrui or Nataral 
and Supel'll&iaral.- Peualty or Oa.rioeiiy.- Anolente appre
olaied th- Thinp.- Christian 8oho1w in ~- .. Oar 
Book ld u thein." 

}[y D:aa CIIABLal: 

Why should the impression have been 110 widely dis
eemiDated, within a few years put, in our Christian land, 



k the ~eripturee of the Old aad New TeetameniB are 
~ boob; DOt to be regarded. in this age of ad
wnced aoienoe, aa "written by holy men of old, who 
WIOte as they were 1110ved by the Holy Spim " ~ Surely, 
ely ruperfo;ial thinkem eoold ever oome to mch a con· 
eluaion. Whell Grotiu.e, that ma8ter mind yet referred 
1o by jurists of all natioaa as the fotmder of the seieDee 
otinternatiooallaw, had spent his laborious lim in oom
J*ring the fundamental principles of right, M taught 
ill all aations and in all profesaedly sacred boob, in· 
Md of arriving at the conclusion tliat the Old and 
New Testameata were antiquated llook:s, he devoted. 
10111e of his maturest yean to the work of pointing ont 
the imperfeetion and fi.ilure of an other religious sys
tems, and of ooimrmiDg the perfection and divine origin 
of the Christian Scriptures. 1 When Newton, following 
up and surpassing Copernicus and Galileo and Kepler, 
llad reached and demoustmted the great laws of utron
amy, instead of finding them in oonftict with the Bible 
allusions, ftom being in youth ' sceptic, he became in 
lll&ture age one of the DlOIIt enthusiastic believers in the 
revealed word of God.' When Obampollion, taught to 
reapeot the early Christians by the aid one of them had 
gilen him, was traversing, after nearly twenty years' 
lAdy of Egyptian hieroglyphies, the land of his eager 
l"f11!18&1'Ch, and when, one eveniDg, his boat's prow touched, 

I The Trvth ot the OUIIIilllm ]t.ellpa, bJ HUAO ~ tau
Wed from til& LMia 'b;y Jolul Cl.vb, D.D. LoudOn. 182'1. 

I Obeenoatloua 011 U.. ~eolea ot Diuli.el Uld the Apoeal)'PIL 
LoDdml, 1 '138. 



about sunset, the shore of old Thebes, and he leapecl 
ashore, and ran, like a curious child, up to the great 
temple of Karnac, his enthusiasm was prompted by the 
desire to confirm what he had long contended for agaiust 
his sceptical fellow-savans, that one of the llCnlptures on 
that temple represented Pharaoh Shishak leading cap
tive Rehoboam, King of Judah ; a fact which, that 
evening, with reverential joy, he was permitted to estab
lish, and thus to lay down this incident lis an undisputed 
landmark, from which all comparative · chronology of. 
historical events may be surely reokoned.1 The ablest 
geologists of our day are the warmest opponents of the 
idea that the Sacred Scriptures, as respects their llCience, 
are antiquated records. No man of llCience has ever 
studied the Old Testament without revering it. 

Why, then, in the infant development of these spir· 
itual phenomena, newly seen among us, - why shonld 
we suppose them to be in advance of the book we rever
ence as our only sure spiritual gnide 1 A very brief 
reflection, Charles, will impress the mind with the ~ 
that the writers of these Scriptures, entirely aside 
from their divino inspiration, were far in adrw:nce of 
us in their knowledge of the spiritual medium, and ita 
manifestations. The mere reoolleotion in what age 
and among what men they lived, were educated and 
wrote, is enough to establish this. An added glance, 

I .Anoltlnt ~ by Geo. R. Qllddon. New . Ycirk, 1843. 
Chap I., p. 9; lllld l!lgypt'1 ~ in UDlvel:eaJ. History, by Clt. 
C. J Buuen, D. Ph., lllld D. C. L., tnmlated by C. H. ~U, 
ll'.lq. London, 18,8. Book I., .ot. tii., PP· 16',166. 



iowefer Cl111'1101'1• at their frequent allusiODS to the phe
JaneD& wime.ed. in our day, will stisfy any sincere 
miDcl that the apiritaal diftimilties which the refleetive 
oi our day eneount.er ue here all anticipated ; both the 
tli.fieulty and the 1'ltOde of meeting it being taught. 
Happy, thrice happy, the inquiring anxious ~~ that 
sball also here find an atteetAd guide sent from heaven, 
to lead our ~. erring Bt:epe through this dark spir
iiual pilgrimage of earth ! 

Moses, living in F..gypt in the palmy days of her 
ariquity, and "learned in oJl the tDisdom ·of the 
Egyptians," wrote the earliest, and, of course, the IDOIIt 
diftioult, of these volumes. Familiar with the power 
ever spiritual iniluences, known to the initiated in his 
da.J', he specially mentioos, in one oonnection, 1 eight 
aitferent 1pecies of the praciiee of this oontrol over the 
aenous influence. There was, first, " the user of 
litti1111titm; " a mode of gaming knowledge of future 
8Mlt8. eJDployed amoag the rude tribes, on the south 
~ ancieDt Paleetine ; 1 three kinds of whieh, by arrows, 
·• mda, by sculptured images, and by the entrails of an
imals, are mentioned by »&ekiel; 8 and the sin of which 
IB obaraeterized as rebellion against God.t There is, 
11900nd, "the observer of times," or of dreama; 1 a reli
ance oa dreams as retelationa from the spirit world 
having been common in Egypt and .Assyria, in Philistia 

1 Deut. 18 : 10 • 
• Eselt. 21 : 21. 
I Bee Vulpte. 

1()11: 

• Jollh. u : t2; 1 a.m. e : 2. 
t 1 a.m. 11 ~ •• 
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and among the Israelites, 1 as it was afterwards amoag 
the Greeks and Romans. There was, third, the " en
chanter," or serpent cli4rmer;1 this practioe seeming to 
have been accompanied with the same mutteriDgs and 
oharms now employed·; 8 the posseeeors of this arf in the 
earliest times, and among various .Eastem nations; being 
supposed able to reveal secrets of the spiritual world. 4 

There was, fuurth, the "witch," or 101'cereu; men and 
women who divined by administering to themselves, or 
to others, exhilarating and poisonous drugs, which acted 
like the mephitic gas of DelDhi on the Pythoness, aud 
like the modern magician's inoense; a cl888 most dan
gerous in Egypt, ~ • . Canaan, and elsewhere! 
There was, fifth, the " charmer " by the 'pc:iwer of song ; 
a mode of exerting a soothing or stupefYing · i.nfluenoo 
on the nervous system, .both of beasts and men, riow 
used in the East, mentioned by Xenophon as common in 
Greece,• and employed suOOOI!Iifully, both ·on man aud 
beast, among the ancient hrailitu~7 There 'Willi, 

riztk, "the consulter of &miliar spirits,". the Nn- 1 
trfloqui.lt, or the diviner by " basins" or VU~JS,8 alluded 1 

1 Gen. •o : 8 e\ eeq. Dan. 2 : ' e\ eeq. 2 KiDgl 21 : 6; 
2 Cbron. 33 : 6; Ia. 2 : 6; lllioah 6 : 12. 

I See Septuagint. 8 l'llal. 68 : ., 6. 
• Gen. «: 6: Ln. 19 : 26; Numb. 23 : S, 16, 23; U: 1; S 

Klngll7 : 17; 21 : 6. 
5 B:a:od. 7 : 11; 22 : It; 2 Klnge 9 : 22; 2 Cbron. 83 : 6; Ia. 

'7: 12; Jer. 27 : 9; · .Mio. 6: 12; Nab. S : '· 
• Xen. .Mem., n., v. 10. 11 • . 
7 See Sept. OD 1 Bam. 16 : 23, aad Pl. 68 : 8, 
• Compare Ule Hebrew aad Greek. 



to by Pliny and the Latin IIOholiut; a cluJ of per
~us who excited a nervotl8 . infiuenoe in boys employed 
mr their p111'p0868, by causing them to. gaze intently 
into the vases; from which they seeined to call up 
spirits of the dead, and to cause them to speak, while, 
really, they spoke from their own abdomens; 1 a class 
of diviners common in remote antiquity.1 There 
Wll8, 1eoentb, the "wizard," the Magian, or wise 
one; men, probably, who, from their own mental power, 
without added arts, had gained the reputation of su
peruatural knowledge.8 There was, eighth, the "neo
romancer," or consulter of departed spirits! Besides 
these varied classes of persons, believed to have super
natD:rai power, there were yet other classes; such aa 
" the asttologers, star-g&zers, and monthly prognostica
tors," mentioned by Isaiah.5 Sufficient, oert&i.nly, are 
these, to show that the writers of the Old Testamen' 
were not behind our age, but far before it, in their ao
quaintance with the wonders of the spiritual medium. ' 

Most important is it now to observe what view of the 
cllaracter of these manifestatious is presented by the 
inspired writers of the Old Testament. Three pointa 
here are instructive. In the first plaoe, the· f~tl are 
admitted. A real infiuenoe, mysterious in ita charac-

1 Compare I Sam. 28: 8, with r... 8: 19 and 29 : ' · 
t LeT. 19: 81; 20: 6, 17; Iaa. 19 : S; 2 Xinga 21: 8; I 

Chron. 33 : 6, 
• Mentioned Lev. 19 : S1; 20 : 6, 27. 
• Found only Deut. 18 : 11; though other ~ of dtriDen 

ued this art, 1 Sam. 28 : 11 • 
• r.a. '7 : 13. 



tar, is rttJt«l to be put ronh. The Bgyptiaa magioiana 
do change their serpenta into rods. Y oang David by 
the power of music does alleviate the nervous malady 
and suffering of Saul ; and a genuine prophet like 
Elisha 8011l6times sees fit to employ the miDstreJ 11 aa 
exciW of the spirit of prophecy •1 

Again, the 1011rce of this in.Jluenr;e is treated u •m. 
ral. Moses mwhere ascribes the power of the magicialllf 
to evil spirits. On the contrary, the two names• whicla 
he gives them are these: "acred writers," the original 
word having come down through uriou intermediate 
tongues to our language, always in a good wn.se, and u 
a word of leience; 1 and " learned men," a name dignified 
ira the corresponding Greek, and a title of high respecl 
still giTen by the modern Arab to those only among 
foreign travellen whom he thiuks specially skilled ia 
seieaee and art. • Thoroughly acquainted with all the 
w8lom of the Egyptians, Moses recorded the j(Jt:tl he 
witnessed as exhibitioos of the lciexce and art o£ 
"learned mell" and "ss.ered writers." As late u the 
days of NebucMdneuar of Assyria, the Hebrew Daniel 
oalla the Chaldean Magi by the S&Dle honorable D&lllel; 

he spends years in the study of their learning ; and he 
aooepta office among them as a 1cientific fratmlily." 

1 Bxod. Tz 12; 1 S.... 18: :L1; I XiDp S: 16. 
I Qea. 4.1: 8 •leq.; Ex. 7: 11 eheq. 
a Bee the word" clulrtU:kr," in Webster; alao the Bebnw. 
t The~title MAim. CompiU'II H~~Dg~MIIharg'a ~ llllll tile Boob 

fll Kalu, ohap. L, p. lit. 
1 Dan. 1: '• 20; 2: 2, 4.8i. 6: 11; allo.J•. 60: 16; .._ 

1: lS. 
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The latter is a name also expressly applied to Solomon 
and Danie1.1 

In the third place, a resort to such excitements of the 
nervous system for the purpose of gaining knowledge of 
the future, and of spiritual truth, is condemned; and upon 
two grounds. There is an intellectual reason, founded in 
the very nature of our mental organism. Living men do 
not and should not expect to receive communicatious from 
the dead.l1. To seek: them is to waste time and energies 
that might be husbanded for a better purpose ; and if 
responses be received, they are just like the excited fan
cies, the brilliant but deceptive imaginings and utter
ances, of a man inebriated. a Yet more, there is a moral 
alld religioru reason. To resort to such means for gaining 
any knowledge, is to slight the .noble and ample po"ei's· 
of arriving at all needful truth, which our Creator has. 
given us as sufficient for their purpose ; and thus it ia 
to dishonor him.t To trnst to such means of spiritual 
knowledge, is to discard the established revelations which 
God has given to guide our souls to truth and duty here, 
and to heaven heresfter.8 It is, in fine, to induce within 
ourselves such a derangement of the natural functious of 
both body and mind, such a disturbance of reason and 
sound judgment, and such error of feeling, thought and 

I 1 Kings 2: 9; Ezek. 28: S. Joaephus, who l.s authority on 
qUIIItlona of JetiiUII lrUtory, mentiQna In aooordanoe with the Borip
we allusions Solomon'• knowledge of magic; Ant. 8 : 2 : 6. 

~ Iaa. 8: 19. 
B Deut. 18: 12, 14.; 1 Bam. 28: 16; Hoe. 4.: 11, 12. 
41 Bam. 16: 23; Lev.19: Jfl..)t. 
1 Deut. 18: 16; 1 Bam. 28 : 6; Iaa. 8 : 20 
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aotioD, as will fulfil the heathen maxim, "Whom the gods 
would destroy they first render insane ; " for detlth tem
poral and spiritual is the lot of him who thus trusta.1 

For these reasoD8 the statute ia given, " Thou shalt ~ 
suffer a witeh to live ;" 2 the ''witch" thus condemned 
being one who claims that the secret natural power she 
possesses is supernatural, and thus gains by false p:r&
tences an authority among men which only the laws ot 
society and the laws of God can justly exert; while our 
fathers, in strange oversight of the very spirit of the 
Mosaic statute, made it applicable to one who denied all 
supernatural power, and never sought any such aa
thority. 

Most admirable and most satisfactory to a sincere 
m~d, looking for truth, is the manner in which all the~a 
80111'008 of unjustifiable knowledge are brought into con
trast with the really supernatural in the Old Testament, 
and are made to establish i~ claims as a revelation from 
God. Skilled in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, M<MS, 
empowered with real supernatural power, seems directed 
first to perform those exhibitions which he knew the 
wise men of Egypt could copy.8 Thus leading them on 
to perform all the wonders which they by their wisdom 
could aocomplish, Moses showed the limit of natural 
power ; and he compelled them, thus committed, to ac
lmowledge that limit, and to U!stify that the power with 
which he was gifted was mperno.tural. • Thus, moreover, 

1 1 Chron. 10 : 13. 
... 22: 18. 

t Bee Joeeph111 Aut., u., mi., 4 S • 
f lb:od. 8 : 19. 
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JICIII!B' minoles 'W8r8 proTed to Pharaoh tD be the work· 
iug, not of one amoug many gods, not the power of a 
" God of the Hebrews" who had no control in Egypt ; 
hat they were shown tD be the working of the " one 
living and tme God," whp made and ruled all the world, 
and controlled the elements, and ruled the souls of men, 
in Egypt as well as in Canaan.1 

Moreover, as this peculiar testimooy was given by 
ihe first, so was it by the last in the line of divinely 
empowered men, through whom the Old Testament re• 
aords were given as an established revelation from God. 
Daniel, educated from childhood in Babylon, as Moses 
was in Egypt, being one of the learned class, known 
io be one of them, and eminent in all their wisdom, 

' -Daniel is girted with a new and unllearrkf power.1 

By study ~f the workings of the human mind, by 
knowledge of the fact that dreams are but continuations 
of our waking thoughts, purposes and wishes, presented 
to the mind often during sleep in distorted images, 
and by observing that what a man thus is thinking of 
Bight and day he will realize, - by ntltural toildom 
ihe Assyrian Magi might so interpret a dream that its 
result should aocurately follow, and thus the event seem 
tD be foretold, when it really followed as a natural 
consequence from the dreamer's state of mind.8 But, 
Daniel, with added supernatural power, receives knowl· 

1 Hengstenberg'• Egypt and the Boob of M01er. tranll. 'b7 
Bobblru!, chap. u., pp. 96-100. 

1 Dan..l: 4., 20; 2: 4.8; 6: 11,12; oompan 2: 28, ,.,. 
I See Let. Eighth, PP· 88, 89. 
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edge of the forgotten dream,1 as well as of the inter· 
pretation. And thus even the Magi themselves acknowl· 
edge that Daniel has a power belonging " unto the gods 
only whose dwelling is not in the flesh ; " a power no 
one of their order ever possessed. 

What is thus seen to be established in reference to 
the first and the last of the Old Testament writers 
(tliat they had fully mastered all natural powers, and 
then received an added supernatural endowment), may 
be equally attested of all the sacred penmen interven· 
ing. In a living, speaking picture, one of a thousand 
like occurrences of that day, a writer 2 in t.he Old Testa
ment has been directed to embody the facts, and the 
lessons from those facts, which . in all ages should give 
Heaven-sent instruction to men 8a to the niy8teries of 
the spiritual medium. At dead of night, a•man of tall, 
gigantic form, muffi.ed in his robe and evidently seeking 
disguise, is seen entering the little village of Endor, 
and approaching the iloor of a " medium." The law of 
God, given by Moses, strictly forbade the practice of 
her art ; and the statute, often a dead letter, had been 
rigidly enforoed by Saul, the then King of Israel. He 
" had put away those that had familiar spirits and the 
wizards out of the land." It was not the civil law, 
however, that made that muffi.ed man seek disgnise. 
There is something always in the heart of man which 
makes him feel, when resorting to such sources of secret 
knowledge, that he is engaged in a business justly re
garded by intelligent men as a mark of superstitious 

I Compare Dan. 1: 20; 2: !, with Dan. 2: 11, 28, ,7, 
a 1 Bam. 28 : S-20. 
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weakness, if it be not criminal. There was a ~nscioua 
shame which made the disguised man wish to hide his 
weakness from man, and a troubled conscience .which , 
took away his peace with God. A great crisis, a des
perate battle on the morrow, was pending ; and his 
agitated mind cherished the unhallowed longing to fore
know the event. There were then three divine modes 
of giving revelations to men ; three authorized methods 
given by God for gaining knowledge from the other 
world; and it was by copying these that unholy art 
gained ita power. These were through dreams, and 
through prophets, and through Urim, the emblem of 
revelation. But all these the anxious man had sought, 
and had received no response. It was as manifest that 
it Willi not the divine will to gratify his curiosity, as it 
is when now neither in nature, nor in our own con· 
sciousness, nor in the revealed word of God, can we find 
all we crave to know. Agitated in spirit, cherishing in 
heart "rebellion like the sin of witchcraft ".because he 
could learn no more, the proud ·yet pusillanimous war· 
rior was stealing now at dead of night, like many another, 
to oonsult the medium of the village. A knock is lieard 
at her low door ; and, as it turns on ita hinges in the 
dim light, a female furm . is . seen 8U8piciously approach
ing. " I pray thee," breaks on her ear from the mufiled 
warrior, "divine unto me· by the fumiliar spirit, and 
bring me him up whom I shall name unto thee." She 
hesitates, and expresses her fears. "Behold," says she, 
" thou knowest what Saul hath done ; bow hP. hath cut 
off them that have familiar spirits out of the land." 

11 
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A•ured, however, of safety, she begins her iacantatio1111. 
She 'Wllll mistrel8 of the art gutromtmtia, 1 a ventrilo
quist; one of a" learned" eta.s,e who really foretold at 
times accurately future events. 8 Like her fellows of 
the •me art, we may imagine her bringing forth her 
water-vase, and burning her ineelll8 ; thus, througlt 
nervous excitement, really expecting to aee reported the 
thought, the secret wish, of her inquirer ; as now, througll 
the nervous principle or spiritual medium, it seems to 
be. But, suddenly,- since it is Saul, the King of 
Israel himself, that is there as inquirer, and since the 
occasion justifies such an interposition, -to the terror 
of the diviner herself, not an image of the excited fancy, 
but a real form arises ; an "old man covered with a man· 

. tie " comes up ! God has seen fit to send Samnel him· 
self in bodily form, with a real mantle that can be seized 
hold upon'!' to rebuke the impiety, the irreverent curiosity, 
of him who thus 110nght knowledge through the undue 
excitementll)f the nervous principle, through the diseased 
manifestation of the spiritual medium.• Forth goes tha' 

I See the Hebrew, and the Greek or the Septnagint venion ; 
&lao, Josephu and othen. 

a Joaephu' Antiquities, Book vr., obap. xiv., § 4. 
3 Ra.bbi S&J.omo, on J>eut. 18 : 11, eaya, "This person, like the 

ventriloquist, so called at Athens, prophesied tnu thiugtt througll 
a demon having possession of him." Quoted by Wetsteiu, on MaU. 
17 : 16. 

t This wu the view of the ancient Jewa; -in the Apocrypha 
Bcnlesiuticu 46: 20. It is t.leo the view of Blr Wt.!ter Boott, 
w• ose thorough study of the biatory of this entire subject oertr.btl7 
enii.tle. bia opinion to have weight. Bee Letten on Demonolog 

t ·., . /. t 'r· · .'s- >1· • I ..,;'~ · · "" • '.'./ . , ... , · ~:· 
.. I 

.,._,, . 2./. 



JEghty monaroh u ,. should eKpeOt suoh an one to go; 
aa malt all thcee w~ daily and nightly allow themaelves 
to 81dfer IUCh a deranging excitement. Reuon is be
dimmed, and judgment wavers in its enthrooed seat; 
1lis nerves are Ull8truDg, and there is no steadine~B ia his 
purpose, and no firm~~e&~ in his action. He is, like 
hundreds who are thllowing him, a loet man; and speed
ily he rushes upon his self-prepared ruin, and falls by 
his own suicidal hand. 

In this distant age, in this remote land, it is impossi
ble, Charles, that we l!hoold fully enrer into the spirit of 
t.bis divinely drawn picture. Could we carry our minds 
back to ancient times, could we transport ourselves, 
. mr i.netanoo, to the land of Egypt, and live there, as it 
were, with Clement of Alexandria, and the men of his 
sima, tar more deeply should we feel the contrast 
between all these varied wonders of the spiritoal medium 
alluded to in the Old Testament, and the trnly super
aatural, by whioh God confirmed his ancient revelation 
u divine. Turn to the pages of that stnmg-minded, 
elear-headed father, who opened to Cbampollion's mind 
the system of hieroglyphic writing.1 Follow him through 
his description of the mysteries of Egypt, and the won
drous scienoo of India and Egypt, which lay at the basis 
of th011e mysteries! Mark how,. living as he did in the 

and Witchcraft. New York, 1830; Harper's Fam. IJb., vol. :u., 
Letter m., pp. 68-62. 

I Clementlni .AleDIIdrlni Opera, a- et IMine, Lqdlllll :S. 
taYOram. 1616. Stromatum, Lib. v., p. ~6. 

I Ibid, Admonitlo ad Gentes, pp. '1, 8; road 8~ IJb. n., 
pp. ~6, 4.57. 



day when the simple filets of the gcspel of Christ were 
filst throwing inoo shade all ·the venerable forms of 
Egyptian as well as Grecian science· and philosophy, 
and were winning away the most gifted youth from the 
religion of their fathers, the Christian scholar boldly 
appeals to the nations to oonfees that entirely unlike 00 
all human wisdom are the established facts of the 
Scriptures of revelation ; and that Ute inspiration which 
gave the Old and New Testaments is not to be com
pared with th&t of the Egyptian prophet, and of the 
Greek Pythoness.1 Such a man, and such men, Charles, 
could appreciate what we are so indistinctly impressed 
with. In the very age when, in the same land where 
knowledge of the powers· in human nature bad reached a 
degree of ·culture such as it never since has surpassed, 
the writers of these Sacred Scriptures were proved, before 
the learned as well as the ignorant, oo be gifted with an 
entirely distinct, a peculiar, a supernatural jlower. 

Surely, then, ourfa.ith rests on a rock " higher than 
we," on " the Rock of Ages; " ·for the men of all on 
earth most able and most anxiou8 oo assert the contrary 
were forced 00 confess, "Their "rock is not as our rock." 
When the wise men of ancient Egypt and Assyria, who 
witnessed them, testify oo the supernatural power of 
Moses, Daniel, and the other prophets, it would be doing 
the greatest violence to my mental nature to force it 
inoo disbelief. I will not do it ; but I will try to cher
ish such. a spirit of love for the truth, whatever it may 

I Clementinl Ale:mndrini Opera, Admonitio ad Gentes, l>P• 7 • 8; 
and Stromatum, Lib. t., p. U/i, 
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be, that when I read the Old Testament, attested through 
century after century to be a revelation from God, I 
shall not rashly adjudge as human that , which the 
greatest minds of earth have known to be divine. 

n• 
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l'IIB WONDBBS o:r TBJII 8PIBITUAL IODIUX AMONG TBll 

G.IUIBKS AND ROMANS, COMP.ARBD WITH AND CON• 

J'IB.llllNG TBJII MIRA.CLB8 AND INSPIRATION 

o:r TBJII NEW TESTAllBNT. 

" U I by lleoiHbub cut out d.....Us, b:r whom do :roar 10111 cut lhem 
011t l" "'rho evU spirit Aid, Jesas I know, and Psu!I tnow, but who are 
:re l " " ADd many thst beUeved came and oonfeued, and abowed lbelr 
deeda. Many of them alto thst uoed curloas a.rt5 brought their books 
~and burned them."- Lulr.e 11: 19 1 Acta 19: 16, 18, 19. 

• U I do not the works of m:r li'atb~ i>!'lieve me not 1 bnt if I do, beUeYe 
the worts." "No man knoweth the nt~~er bnt the Son, and he to wham 
the Son shall reveal him." " What man knoweth the things of & man, save 
the spirit of man which Ia in him r Even ao knoweth no man the thluga of 
God but the Spirit of God. Bnt God hath revealed them nnto ua b;r hill 
l!plrU."-John10: 87,38;lllalt.11: 2'1; 10or.ll: 10,11. 

Christian School in Eg;ypt.- Greek Youth won.- Supernatural 
Revelation needed. -Greek and Roman View. -" Desire ot 
all Nations."- Revelation not from Reaeon.- Not from the 
Spiritoal Medium.-Jewiah Art In Chriat'e Day. -Jewiah 
Viewe of Chriat'e Miracles.- Myeterioue Arte of Paul's Day. -
Compared with Obrlet!aMiraoles.-Compared with Paul'aMira
elee. - Eril Bplrite. - P01181118ione only in Chriat'a Day. - Good 
Angela.- No Revelation from them. - Mlraolee prove Iupira· 
tion.- The Anolente oonvineed. -All Age• oonvineed. 

MY DBA:& OIL\RLJIB : 
One day about one hundred years after the birth ot 

Jesus Ohrist, a young man was walking alone, in deep 
thought, along the sandy beaoh near Alexandria, in 
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Egypt. Deeply read in the philoeophy of his time, h~ 
had passed through the various Grecian schools of 
the Stoics, of Aristotle and of Plato. In none of them 
all had he found anything to satisfY a soul seeking 
truth. In a distant land he had heard of the famed 
Christian school of Alexandria, which wllB taking pre
cedence of all the time-honored oolleges of Egypt, and 
drawing the best youth from all ·the attractions of the 
Museum and the Libraries of the Ptolemies. Voyaging 
thither, and landing m the literary emporinm of that 
day, the young man for a time kept aloof from the 
school he had sought, not making himself! known, but 
forming an out8ide judgment ere he should commit him
sel£ It was at this juncture he was rambling, lonely, 
unknown and pensive, on the sea-shore. An old man, 
also walking there, passed him, drew. near and saluted 
him. Soon they were in close and earnest converse ; 
and, as they went over together the grand features ot 
the philosophies of their day, one could see that they 
were of kindred spirit and of like experience, and that 
110uls made for communion were· met. These themes 
exhatisted, and their mutual difficulties and dissatisfac
tion ·fully exchanged, the old man, with a kindling eye 
and in glowing eloquence, began to speak of another 
theme,-of the " truth a8 it is in Jesus." The new doc
trine chained the young man's ear, won his heart, and 
made hiui a disciple; and, after a life of masterly liter
ary toil,· and ·of devoted Christian labor, he penned one 
of the most manly appeals which ever reached the eye 
of a Roman emperor or of the world, proving the snpe-
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riority of the Christian to every other religious systeDI, 
and J"ustin the Martyr sea.led hie testimony with hill 
life. Charles, we live in an age when men reason tGr 
themselves, and everything is questioned and diacW!Sed. 
But nothing can exeeed the folly of supposing that we 
have got beyond generatiODS before us j that we ha-ve 
examined more thoroughly, reasoned more profoundly, 
or can find eternal sure truth anywhere else than the 
Grecian and Roman world found and embraced it. 
The New Testament Scriptures are alone ihe ete:mal 
truth of God, revealed for our guidance. · 

Turning, then, to the records of the New Testament, 
let us seek what it was that convinced Grecian and 
&man scholars, familiar with the Egyptian mysteries. 
And, while we trace out its allusious to the wondroua 
manifestations of the spiritual medium, remember we 
that they were penned in the Ciceronian age of Greciaa 
wisdom and of &man learning, and that they weze 
published to the world in the day when the largest expe-o 
rience of those mysteries had been gathered from the 
gleanings of every age and land, and when the matured 
philosophy of their development had been most carefully 
sought out. We may then be prepared to appreciate. 
in the contrast, the really snpernatural in the miraculoul 
faets here recorded, and in the divin£ inspiration by 
which the spiritual truths here embodied were revealed. 

Nothing is more manifest than this, that all positiv. 
knowledge of the spiritual world, of God and of ow 
future existence, of the preparation we need for ~ 
existence and of the means of seonring that preparatioa, 
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- all this knowledge must be gained, if gained at all, 
trOm sources outside of ourselves, from mpernatu'l'al 
revebltions. A)l our personal souroes of knowledge are 
the observation of material things by the senses, and 
the intuitions or deductions of our reason as to spiritual 
truth ; and while our observation cannot reach beyond 
our present existence, our reason can only suggest prin
ciples ; it can apprehend no positive fact as to our future 
spiritual condition. Of this men without the Bible, 
such as Cicero and Plato/ have been as thoroughly con
vinced as we can be. 

Moreover, such a revelation we med; it is not to us ·a 
matter of no importance whether we have it or not. Our 
spirits are bound to another world ; and for that world 
they are not prepared. For, just as truly as our bodily 
frames are disordered, and no human art or power can 
restore them so that this disordef shall not increase and 
end in utter decay, so our spirits are disordered, unfitted 
to mingle happily even with our own fellow-men, and 
much less with pure angels and a holy God. Of this, 
too, the poets and philosophers of Greece and Rome 1 

spoke as clearly as did Paul the apostle of Christ; feel
ing it as really, if not as deeply, as does he who believes 
in the Bible picture. They looked, therefore, for a 
supernatural revelation from the Creator and Father of 
our spirits! 

1 See Lectures on Christian Theology, by G. 0. Knapp, D.D., 
traDalated from the German by Leonard Woode, Jun., D.D. Art. 
I., eeot. 9 ; citations from ancients. 

I Knapp's Theology, An. n:., aect. 7' ; oiW.tions. 
a Virgil's Pollio, Eclog.xv. ; Knapp's Theology, Art. x., aect. 89. 
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How men have lODged for, and how they baye m all 
ages sought such revelatiooa, we have seen. All Plato 
said, the magic of Zo1'088ter, of Socrates, and of other 
seekers of truth, was nothing else than a means of 
knowing God.1 But the oracles at length oeued to be 
trusted, and ceased to respond ; and it was as Plutaroh 
said, beaause they were abused for trifting purposes, and 
perverted from their higher end. As Milton, ill his 
rare study of the ancients, truthfully bas pictured ill his 
I!Ublime " Christmas Hymn," on the night when Chri" 
was boru the Lybian oracle of Ammon, the Egyptim 
prophet, the Syrian deities, the shrines of Greece and 
the genius of Rome, bad all alike ceased to give 
respooaes: 

.. The oracles are dumb; 
No voloe or hideo111 hum 

RaDII ibrouch t.he arched roof in worda deoeirinc. 
Apollo from his shrine 
Can no more divine, 

Wlt.h hollow shriek t.he steep or Delphos leaving. 
No nightly tranoe or breathed spell 
Inepiree t.he pale-eyed prieata trom t.he prophe~ een ... 

But now one from the other world was sent to give 
to men sure knowledge of God and of the spirit world. 
The necessity of human nature, perceived and spoken of 
by a Hebrew writer as early as the days of Zoroaster,• 

I Bee Let. Sixth, p. 61. 
lllagai 2: 7. The ap ol Zorouter is genera!Jy bed betnea 

689 and 519 B. 0. Haggai prophesied in t.he reign ol Daria 
Hyataapil, whioh began 621 B. 0. The two men lim in t.he 
~a~~~e land, u wen u in t.he -e ap. 
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whool Pliny called the originator of magic, was now to 
be met. "Tbe Desire of all Nations" came; and as 
Columbus, on his return from a New World, could alone 
give sure knowledge as to what before bad been conjeo
tllred, so He wbo alone " came down from heaven " 
could " bear witnees to the truth." He lived and 
taught; he died, arose, and asoended tD heaven, leaving 
behind men empowered tD write out his revelation for 
the world. 

Opening these their records, thus divinely given, we 
1100 confirmed what before had been impressed on the 
conviction of men. Observation and consciousness 
never can give positive knowledge of spiritual truth. 
He who made the world was in the world ; but the 
world knew him not. No man hath. seen God at any 
time ; the only-begotten Son, which is in the bosom of 
the Father, was made fl.esh, and dwelt among us, and he 
hath declared him. 1 By oh!ervation, the Greek, from 
ihe creation, from the things made, perceived God's 
eternal power and personal deity ; and reason, con
science, taught him in principle the law of God, his dis
obedienoe to it, and his just condemnation.' But, the 
world by wisdom, in fuet, knew not God, in his real 
character, which was seen in Christ crucified; they 
knew not the means he had provided for the spirit's 
ransom and renovation, through the mediation of his 
Son; a fact that could not be made known, except by 

I John 1 : 1-18, 
1 Rom. 1 : 20, 32, and 2 : U, 15. 
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the hearing of the ear, through the voice or pen of a 
herald.1 

Moreover, not through any mysterious de?Jelopment 
of the spiritual medium were revelations to be obtained. 
The plain, practical New Testament writers fail not to 
allude to the wonderful manifestations seen in their 
day, and to the popular impression in reference to them, 
not shunning to bring them into comparison with the 
miracles of Christ and their own inspiration. 

Jesus one day alluded to the mysterious arts by 
which Jewish exorcists cast out devils. · Josephus 2 thus 
describes a scene of that day, of which he was a per
sonal eye-witness. Speaking of Solomon, . he says, 
" God also enabled him to learn that skill which expels 
demons, which is a science useful and . sanative to man. 
He composed such incantations, also, by which distem· 
pers are alleviated. And he left behind him the man
ner of using such exorcisms, by which they drive away 
demons, so that they never return ; and this method of 
cure is of great force unto this day, for I have seen a 
certain man of. my own country, whose name was Ele
azar, releasing people that were demoniacal, in presence 
of V espasian, and his sons, and his captains, and the 
whole multitude of his soldiers. The manner of the 
cure was this : he put a ring that had a root of the 
sort spoken of by Solomon to the nostrils of the demo
niac, after which he drew out the demon through his 

11 Cor. 1: 21, 24; 2: 8, 10; a.nd Rom. 10: 14. 
s Josephus' Antiquities, Book Vlll., chap. n., sect. 6. 
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ll(1Stri]s; aBd when the man rell down immediately, he 
adjured him to return inu; him no more, making still 
mention of Solomon, and reciting the iDoantations he 
oompoeed. And when Eleazar would persuade and 
demonstrate to the specta~rs that he hid such a power, 
he set a little way off a cup or basin full of water, and 
commanded the demon, as he went out of the man, to 
overturn it, and thereby to let the spectators 1..-now that 
he had left the man ; and when this was done the skill 
and wisdom of Solomon was shown very manifestly." 
Here the facts, the relief of the sufferer, and the 
moving of the metallic basin, are the same as seen in all 
ages, and in all lands from India to our shores.' The 
artificial means, the use of the metallic ring, of the 
exhilarating or stupefying drng, and of the mesmeric 
passes to bring the disease from the head, are the snme 
with those seen in the &man and Grecian writers, on 
the ancient monuments of Egypt, and in the practice of 
modem India.' The reference of th_e cure to an art dig
nified with the authority of Solomon shows that there 
was a science behind ; and the reference of the disease to 
demoniacal agency shows the popular belief, behind 
which there was also a scientific trnth. Now, with 
such scenes, Matthew, a resident in Palestine, and 
Luke, an intelligent phjsician, inquiring as to the facts 
in Christ's history, knew their readers were familiar; 
and they allude to them to oonfirm by the oont~ 
the really supernatural in Christ's miracles. With an 

I See Let. Tenth, p. 98. 

12 
i Ibid, pp. 107-109. 
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equal frankness and confidence. the di1ferent opinions 
entertained by those who witnessed them, as to Christ's 
wonderful works, are stated. When he casts out de
mons, some say " he does it by Beelzebub;" and when 
the voice from heaven addt:esses him, the men of im
pressible nervous organism say, "An angel spake to 
him ! " while the phlegmatic hearers sneeringly respond, 
"It only thundered." 1 

In the slightly later times of the apostles of Christ, 
the same intelligent notice of the mysterious manifesta
tions of that day is taken. The educated and cnndid 
Luke, as a physician specially qualified to judge, always 
mentions incidents of this kind. Simon, the sorcerer, 
for a lo11g time had perfectly fascinated the people of 
Samaria by his arts; and they truly believed him to 
be the "great power of God." 2 The damsel of Philippi 
truly possessed the spirit of a Delphic" Pythonees," and 
could "divine." With respectful mention the "curious 
arts," and the " books" 3 treating on those arts, are 
alluded to. Without fear that it shall detract from 
Paul's real inspiration, Luke records the remark of the 
Pharisees, indicating their opinion about the apostle, 
"If a spirit or an angel has spoken to him, let us not 
fight against God." 4 

Thus noticing these sou~ through which super
natural knowledge was sought, the New Testament 
writers show the total unlikeness, the entire superiority, 

IJIIatt. 12 : 2'; John 12: 29. 
a Aota 19 : 19. 

I Acta 8 : 9, 10. 
• Acta 23 : 9. 

o;9,,,,~ •• ,Coogle 
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of the testimonials they brought. The Jewish exorcist, 
like the ancient and modern practitioners of like art in 
every land and age, to our time, may relieve certain 
affections of the body, by a peculiar power exerted over 
the nervous system of the sufferer. But Christ, by a 
touch, and often by a 'word at a distance, healed a 
hemorrhage of twelve years' cootinuance, a palsy of 
thirty-eight years' duration, and leprosy, the incurable 
disease; while he also gave speech to tho dumb, heariqg 
to the deaf, sight to the blind, and " a right mind " to 
the lunatio.1 The Hindoo devotee may throw himself 
into a trance,' from which, after many days, he may be 
revived. But Christ, casually entering after a day's 
journey a little village, met the corpse of a young man 
whom his friends were carrying to the grave ; and, 
touching the bier, he restored him.8 When in a distant 
region beyond the Jordan, he heard of the severe illness 
of a poor man living near Jerusalem; and, waiting 
until he bad expired and had lain in the grave till cor
ruption began, at a distance be first foretold that the 
dead should be raised, and then, coming and standmg 
at the tomb amid a cavilling multitude, said " Come 
forth," and the dead came forth.• Finally, Jesus him
self, after hanging nailed to the cross three hours, after 
a soldier had thrllllt his spear into his vitals, so that DO• 

1 llaU. 9: 20; Jobll6: 6; Luke 6: 12; oompare 2 Killp 6: 7; 
Lake 7 : 22, and 8 : 36. 

t See Let. Nin&b, p. 96. a Luke 7 : 11-16. 

' Johllll : 1--U. 



only blood, but also the fluid& ot the vital Or&BJIS, pourecl 
forth, and after lying in the grave until the third day, 
-Jesus himself, without &BOther's aid, arose from the 
tomb., I 

Equally st.riking is tile truly Bllpematural in the 
apostles' miraoles ; into cootrast witll which all, and 
more than, the arts we WORder at were brought, aod 
were acknowledged to be but vaia artifice. WRen 
SilllOD,' the Magian, first saw the miracles of the apoa-

' ties, he Willi overwhelmed with ast.ooishment; wlille, 
moreover, his cupidity yet remailling, he sought tO par
chase the power as a new art. 1 From the divining 
damsel the simple word of Paul expelled the spiril 
whicll actuated her, 81ld made her Christ's meek fol
lower. 8 Luke, lookins oa with f' physici81l'a pracUaed 
eye, I!&W laandk.erchiefB and aproM brought from Paw 
effect tile 011re of diseases; and wh81l the vagabood 
Jewish exorcists attempted to oopy these healings, and 
the pcllll8IBed man leaped madly upon the pretenders, 
8UOh fear aad ooavietion aeir.ed on the minds of the pno
tiaers of those arts, that u many confessed, and &bowed 
their. deeds, and brousht tlleir books on the ourious arta 
and bvned them ; " magnifyios thus the name of the 
Lord Jesus. 4 

Tb.us ding forta the deceptive, the mere art baaed 
on natural principles, and reaching that a resort to these 
waa DOt to be trusted, bat to be shunned, the New Tes-

t Matt. 2'1: l5; J"olua U : SA, S5, IUid J"oha 10: 18. 
t Acta 8 : IS, 19. a .Aotoll6 : 18. 
4 Act. 19 : 11-lt. 
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tament writers go yet further. They reveal most 
clearly and consistently the nature of evil and good 
lj)irits, the connection they have with \18, and tho 
source whence we should look fur a revelation from 
God. 

As to etnllpirits, we are IISI!ured of ~heir existence ; 
what had been impressed on the belief of all mankind, 
and clearly taught in the Old Testament from the fall 
of Adam, being clearly exemplified. As an anomaly in 
the whole world's past and future history, just as muCh 
a feature of that age and of that little land as was 
the life of the Son of God himself, in Christ's day and 
in the country where he moved, actual bodily pos
sessions with demons occurred. They did not exist, 
apparently, in ages before. The Old Testament men
tions no iustance; the case of &ul being entirely dif
ferent from the New Testament possessions.' Josephus 
mentions them in no age but that immediately pre
ceding his own, except in the case of &ul, and in allu
sion to Solomon ; where, e'ridently, the peculiarity of his 
own day is transferred to former periods, or the Greek 
and Roman view 'of demons already considered is given.~ 
They existed not after Christ's day. Origeo, in his 
commentary on Matt. 17th, writing less than two hun
dred years after Christ, remarks ~at the physicians ot 

II Sam. 16: U-23; 18: 10-12. 
t Josephus' Antiq., Book VI., chap. :d., sects. 2, 3, and BooJt 

TIJJ., chap. ii., sect. 6. Also, Wars, Book VIr., chap. vi., seoL S; 
where the nature of demoniaoal poasellllion, and the plant used 'b) 
th11 exoreiat in removing it, are deaorihed. 

12* 
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his day did not believe there were auak po8!1Bi0111.' 
Moreonr, tboagh the gospe1a of Jell88 are full of plain 
instaaees, 8lld the word " demon " ill Ohrist'a life retenJ 
to evil apirita, yet mentioa ot d~ poB!Mioos, evea 
in tile Acts of th.e Apostles, begios to fade away aod te 
be lost, aad tl&e word ia t'llere applied ofteaer, in the 
Greciaa Muse, to demips, aad 111pposed nwelatiooa 
derived tlarough tlaem ; while, ill tlt.e epistles, tla.e ooly 
ullluence evil apirita are iatiraated tD bve over men, 
the only power whick we are tD regard them aa poe
SMSing. and agaiDit w'llieh we are to prd, is a apir
itul iafl.ueaee. 1 For a few ye&l'B permitt&a to poe
selll tla.e bodies of men, during tlt.e same yean 81ld in the 
61Ulle laad wltere the Soa of God Wll8 peaiug his ha1D81l 
existence, pennitted t'll1111 at tlaat juncture tD appear, 
that the pGwer of man'• Saviour miglt.t be maniW 
in overooming tlte power of man's spiritual destroyer, 
the oecasioa for Ack possesaions boring palll8d hy, 
they too. with other iafl.ueaces of a miraculous uature. 
pused away. The elaim tD the poeseEBioB of l1lOh 
a power, scnaglat for ia tla.emselves aad otaen by 
crafty aen, wlto woalcl employ a diseased Dlltun1 
agency for gain, aa aeea ill Simon ud the damsel at 
Plt.ilippi, il al~ys eondemaecl by tile apostles, aad 
abancloned by those wlw becaae Clt.ristiane.' J&me~~ 
seems tD elusify, ud that as mental p1illa10pllem ill 
all ap haYe, the sources wheace knowledge of the apir-

' ~fa Jraapp•a Theology, § 65. 
• See the references fa Robill8on'1 New TaG. Greek Luioou. 
~ 8 ~ 20; 16; 19, ADd 111 : 18. It. 
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imal world ia IOUgolt; mentior~ that derived tbrwp 
tbe phyaical IJelllle8, that through the mental powers, 
and, lastly, that sought through the intermediate agency 
of the Grecian demon, or the spiritual medium ; and all 
these he oondemns.1 No one can resd attentively the 
New Testament view of evil spirits, without being sa~is
fied that, while they plainly wa.rn us against an evil 
inft.ueooe on onr moral and religions nature from such 

. beings, they discard the idea of any power over man's 
physical and mental nature permanently exerted by 
tllem. 

Equally clearly are the existence and oftice of good 
angels set forth. Since our little world is thickly peo
pled, why should not other larger worlds be t If our 
spirits live separate from the flesh in another world, 
why should not other apirits be there also t Christ 
taught, in opp<Etion to the Sadducees, that there are 
angels and spirits ; and that in the resuriection hu· 
man IIOI1ls are like the angels.2 He taught that angela 
are cognizant of and interested in man and his affiUrs 
on earth ; joy spreading throughout their hosts over one 
aioner that repeDta.3 The angels, moJeOver, Christ and 
his apostles taught, exert an inft.uence on man, and on 
his behalf. The angels of one wbo serves GOO always 
behold the f8ce of our Father in heaven ; they are min
istering spirits, sent forth to minister to them that are the 
heirs of salvation ; they come as welcoming messengers 
to meet the spirit parting from its &bode on earth, and 

lJameaS .: 16. t Late 20 : 36-38. sLate 16 : 1-10. 
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they bear it to the company of others gathered fiom 
among men.1 Here, however, ceases their intluenoe 
over us ; it is purely a spiritual influence wrought 
on our spirits. Before Christ's coming angels did 
bring . messages to man ; appearing to the patriarchs, 
mediating between God and man when the Law was 
given, and announcing Christ's birth before his minis
try. But, since Christ has come to teach men, and hia 
perfected revelation haa been given, angela are no more 
thus employed ; no revelation since Christ's coming have 
they brought. 1 Moreover, no spirit of man that has let\ 
this earth, however much that spirit may" sympathize 
with the living, and by 'indirect influences aid them, -
no soul will be allowed to return with a message from 
the spiritual world to his friends on earth.• 

Finally, most clearly and satisfactorily to a sinoore 
mind is the mode and the testimony of God's giving 
this his revelation presented. It seems to be this. As 
we have seen, we need a revelation to teach ua the truth 
as to God, our future state, and the preparation meet :fur 
it. Such a revelation must come from a supernatural 
source, and only by supernatural testimonials can we 
know that it is from God. Of two kinds of power only, 
now, have we any knowledge; power over matter, whioh 

I :MaU. 18: 10; Heb. 1 : U; Luke 16: 22. 
I Gen.19: 1,A:o. ; M~ 1: 20; 2: 13; Luke 2 : 10; Acta 7: 63; 

Gal S: 19 ; Heb '2: 2. Also Heb. 2 : 3-6, where the "Chriati&n 
. dispeDiatlon " Ia said to be committed, after Christ, not to angela, 
bu~ to men. See Stuart, on the ~· 

• Luke 16 : Sl. 

I 
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we oan see aDd know, and power over spirit, which we 
ClllllOt aee, and of which we cannot directly be 888U1'ed. 
Ooly by showing supernatural power over thinga seen, 
can uy man convince another that he has supernatural 
power in reference to things unseen. Hence Ohriat 
WIOogbt miracles. To prove hia divine power, he did 
what no man can perform ; while, at the same time, to 
show bia divine love to mao, he made all hia mighty 
works testify of that love. He healed iocurable disease, 
"going abou.t doing good," but not overturning moun
tains and casting them into the aea ; and thia he did, 
not to excite wonder, not even primarily to relieve 
bodily suffering, but to prove that he had power to for
give sina and BS.Ve the soul.1 To hia disciples he gave 
the same supernatural power in thinga seen, that they 
might be believed when they claimed supernatural 
knowledge of tbiuga unseen.1 They wrote biatories of 
i.heir own and of Christ's miracles, whose truth no one 
m their age disputed, although their narrativ01 were 
published when knowledge of the mysteries of spiritual 
power was most extensive, and the philosophy of thai 
power was beat understood. In those records they 
declare that they received directly from Chriat and 
from God a supernatural knowledge of spiritual tru.th 
to communicate to man ; their seen power in healing 
the bodies of men being given simply to prove tbia 
oorrespondent and ooly really important power to guide 

llt(Mt.ll:6. 
• J'olm U. : 12, 26; 16 : 14.--2'1; AllY S : 12. 
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and bless the spirits of men.1 In deacribing -he nature 
of this power, they speak of it as entirely unlike any 
possessed by men through the soul's own mysterious 
energies. It may be a fact that when one person baa 
allowed her nervous energy to be controlled by another 
of stronger nerve, and when a second allows his thought 
to be echoed through that other, the secret knowledge 
of that second person may be reported. But this is noth
ing more nor less than my thought uttered by my own 
volition, through another to another. There is no power 
on earth by which another can become poSBCSSed of my 
secret thought, unless I willingly reveal i~ through my 
lips, or my pen ; or through the telegraphic rapping, 
writing or speaking, of the spiritual medium; or through 
some other natural power, of which I am now uncon
scious. Hence, says an apostle, a man of large learning 
and wide experience in mysteries like those of our time, 
" What man knoweth the things of a man, save the 
spirit of man which is in him 1" No earthly human 
power can reach a single thought in another's spirit, 
unless be himself reveal it. " Even so,"- must it not 
be thus ? - " the things of God knoweth no man, but 
the spirit of God." And thus, as Jesus said, "no mao 
knoweth the Father, save the Son," who alone has been 
in heaven, and "bas oome down from heaven; and he to 
whom the Son shall reveal him." So Paul argues, "If 
any marl ever knows the deep things of God, God mm 

t Gal. I : 11,12; 1 Oor. U: S7; 2 <lor. 2: 17; 1 Thea. 2: IS; 
': 8; 2 Pet. 1: 21; 1 John' : 6. 
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by his Spirit reveal them unto us;" oommnnicating with 
us in words, as one man communicates his knowledge to 
anotb.er. 1 

And now, Charles, I would that we could see and 
feel the force of tileee conclusions, as whole nations and 
men of tlt.e ablest minds have felt them. Forth went 
these testimonials of the apostles' power in their day, 
and the intellect of all Greece and Rome was enchained 
by them. The schools of the Ptolemiffi at Alexandria, 
where was gathered all the accum!Jlated learning of 
Egypt, India, Greece and Rome combined, were de
serted· by the young men, who thronged to the Chris
tian school there established in the century immediately 
after Christ.2 The noblest genius of that age embraced 
the Christian faith, beholding the heaven-wide difference 
between it aad all that philosophy had before taught; so 
that in three centuries the Roman world bowed tt' and 
acknowledged the Sacred Scriptures as the only divinely 
given revelation. Thus the able Tertullian, thoroughly 
acquainted with wilat he attempted, draws the contrast, 
in his heroic appeal to the Roman emperor ; referring 
to the Grecian notion of the demon, " one of whom Soc
rates said that he had from childhood attending him, 
and which he always consulted before he undertook any
thing of moment;" declaring that by this demon (or spir-

II Cor. 2: 10-lS 
t Neander's Planting and Training of the Christian Churob, 

Book u., and Book m., obap. VI.; aleo, Neander's Hietoey of the 
Chnreh in tho Fim Tl:.ree Centuries, HOt. 1st (A) ; elp80i&l17 
hia allaalone to the Goe tae. 
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itual agent) "magicians perform all their amazing feata, • 
calling up ghosts aDd departed epirita from the shades," 
by it " they are able to make stools and tables proph
esy," and by it they gain BGCh mysterious knowledge that 
" Castor and Pollux at Rome annoonced the Tierory or 
Perseus, King of Macedon, the ~~ame day it was fought;" 
1md yet, allowing all this, he appeals, in *hat age when 
the facts were not forgotten but inscribed in public 
records now unknown, --' he appeals to the truly wper
natural in Christ's miracles, by the side of which all 
this was jugglery and artifice.1 Ah, Charles, this sub
ject has been thoroughly canvassed, ages llgQ ; and aen 
of larger minds than we have been convinced. Time 
would fail to picture single instances, in each succeeding 
age, of minds like tha* of Grotius; who, after s*udying 
the philosophy and moral precepts of every age and 
land, sat down, after the work was finished, to compare 
the Sacred Scriptures with the Sbasters and the Korno 
of the East, with the oracles of Greece, and with. the 
mysteries of spiritual power everywhere seen ; aDd t.beo 
pointed out, for minds that should come after, the celes
tial superiority of the established word of God. Let us. 
Charles, bring our minds into contact with such leading 
spirits of our rlloe, and we may catch, too, something of 
their intelligent faith. 

1 Tertiillian•e Apology, aecte. 31-U, '7, 6C. 
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TJDI PBYSIOA.L AND 8PmiTUA.L DANGERS AND PENA.LTml 

OJ' THE A.BUSB OJ' THE Bl'IRI1J'A.L MEDIUM. 

"lr,7ltlclam deopaln of the regular J>l'OC"'III"" of IClence."- c.....n.. 
"Tune quaeolereo, IICire nefaa. quem mlhl, quem tlbl 

J'lnem Dl dederlnt, Leaconoe ; nee BabJioDiol 
Tentarll numeroe. Ut menus, quldquld erlt, pat1 ! "-Horace. 

· · · (Yoa ohoald not -I< to lrnow, for It II wrong to Inquire, wbat deotlDJ 
for- wbat for thee, the gods have appointed, Leaoonoe; nor obould J'OU 
R74lo leom Joar fortune from BabJionlan Alltrolog. Bow macb beUer, 
_whatever ma:r be our lot, to endure It !] 

" Young people would do wisely now to Jay ulde all their foollob boob, 
illelr trifling ballado, and all romantic aceounto of dreamo and traneeo, 
..,..1 ... palmlotry and groundletl aatrolot!Y• A. little spark will kindle a 
peat fire."- 'l'wTell in Witc/&craft Timu. 

"Evil men and aedueero oballwax woroe and woroe, deceiving and being 
llllcelved." - p,..l on .,.,.g ReligiotU T....,lero. 

What Use.-Experience shows.- Just Views prevailing. -Dan
&erous Experimenting.- Physical and Moral Danger.- Nerv-
01UI BpidemiC!II. -Excitement on Spiritual Themes. -Cool Men 
- oootrol U.- Avoid Exciting ea..-.-Wh,- Obeervera 
diAagree.- Bolh Right, though ditfering. - Soienoe a Growth 
of Ages.- Trained Men for Ule Risk.- Religious Experiment-

. iag.-Warning from the Put.- "Sure word of Propheoy."
No "Broken Cistem." 

MY DBAR CBA.RLJ'.I! : 

Do you BBk now," Of what practical use is it for us 
tD be brought thus tD the conclusion that all theae 
manifestatiODS, supposed to be spiritual, are really nat. 
uml, the working of an agent intermediate betweea 
mind aDd matter 1 " Lc!ok out fur the neD breeze that 

13 
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blows ; beware of the clouds gathering ! The trembliDg 
of Brattle, and the terrors that invested old Salem, may 
be near. We may see that experience will teach us~ 
results are of great moment. 

It is dangerous to uperiment with our own vital 
organism ; especially with our nervous energy. The 
whole history of similar developments in distant ap 
and natious seems to indicate that these manifestatiODB 
are the working of our nervous organism. The whole 
process of their excitement, the character of the perBODII 

affected, the mode of inducing the inftueooe by forming 
a circle of positives and negatives, the sitting in fixed 
abstraction, during which the generated nervous inftuenoe 
must accumulate in the system, as in an isolated Ley
den jar, the correspondence of the character of the ~ 
spouses given to the inquiries made, the whole pro
oeas of the excitement, confirms the conviction that 
the agent is the nervous principle. Most of aU. 
the efFect of this inftuenoe on the pe1-sous practising it 
is precisely tlaat of other modes of nervous excitement. 
The poet, the orator, writing and speaking under a 
strong self-aroused enthUBiasm, the raving Sibyl, the 
mesmerizer. the praotiser of the spiritual rappings, all 
alike find a nervous exhaustion to be the result. 

Even since these letters to you were commenced, 
Charles, other minds, studying the mysteries which are 
DOW beginning to produce an alarming and Salem-like 
excitement in our oommuuity, have been tending to the 
aame track of thought which we have been pursuiag. 
There has just oome from the press, for inatanoe, a work 
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on the " Philosophy of Mysterious Agents." 1 Though 
dift'ering in many vital points from this author, we may, 
with Cicero, rejoice when extreme theories meet in their 
practical conclusions. The justness of our main posi
tion, that a pouilile cause, shown by history to be con
fOrmed to universal f&ots, is a practical proof tbat these 
manifestations are naturol, - this position is confirmed 
from Herschel, who says that " the detection of a pot· 

lihk cause must lead " either to " a real cause " or to 
"an abstract law of nature." 1 That these mysterious · 
manifestations are "f&ots," that the experience of them 
depends in part on one's nervous "organism," and that 
the agent through which they are produced is" not 
electricity," but like it ia some of its mOdes of action, 
are all intimated.' The cases cited, though all of the 
present day, are selected from those examined in France, 
Germany and elsewhere, by scientific men ; and they 
are all in ~ony with the extended history which it 
has been our chief aim to trace. They are manifestly 
the undue, the dangerous excitement of our " nervoua 
principle." · 

Now, Charles, it is dangerous to experiment thus with 
our nervous principle. It was plaoed within ns by the 
Creator to be the steady, constant, and mighty, but 

I PhUoeopby or Jrl)'lterio111 Agent&, HUIIWl and Mundane ; or, 
the Dynamic L&wa and Relr.Uoaa or Man, embracing the NMurlll 
Philoeopby or Phe110111ena •'yled "Spiri'a&l :ManireetaUona." B7 
B. C. Rogen. In five parta. No. I . Bolton, 1862. 

t Ibid, § 11. See Diacoune on the SWcly or Natural Phlloeopby, 
by Sir J. 1!'. W. Henchel, § 162. See rJao Letur Third. 

I Ibid, §§ U, liT, 63-e6. 
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perfectly controllable mover· of the body, which is no'lt 
ihe mind's machinery. If I use it carefully, never 
overcharging the delicate organs in which it is generated, 
and by which it is conducted through my frame, all 
will last and keep time like clock-work. Let me allow 
·myself to excite this in.ftuence till it overflows andescapeti 
fiom my fingers, or other organs, in snaps, like electric
ity from the bands of a factory-wheel, or till it seta my 
arm to quivering in ungovernable spasms, and I shall 
find· that I might 88 safely try the experiment of over
heating and over-straining a steam-boiler. Mark the 
invariable result of any undue mental excitement ; and 
especially of a persevering attendance on the circles now 
so common in our community. On first entering no 
impression is made upon us. Soon, however, our nerv• 
ous organism begins to feel the general impulse. There 
is a magnetic crawling and creeping sensation in the 
larger muscles, 88 of the arm ; till it increases as we 
become more i,mpressed. As we daily come in to join 
the circle, the influence is not felt till we have waited 
for its generation ; and then, every time, more readily 
and more powerfully is it excited ; till raps echo for us, 
and the table moves at our will. And now the confirmed 
"medium" cannot rid himself of the in.ftuence when away 
from the circle. He is nervous. All his senses beiug 
unnaturally acute, he naturally and neoessarily hears 
strange sounds, sees strange sights, and feels strange 
sensations. His mind being disturbed in ita calm work
ing, he cannot fix his thoughts on his bnsiness, and he 
is all unsettled. His moral affections soon feel the ioftu· 
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enoe. In the circle intent on spiritual manifestations, 
religion was all his theme; but at home he speaks hast
ily, often harshly; he feels conscious that the ties of his 
attachment to those who should be most dear to him are 
weakening ; and he finds his impressions of duty to his 
fiunily and friends and neighbors growing blunted and 
dimmed. Finally, his religious nature feels the searing 
blight; his faith is all afloat, rooking and tossing; the 
anchor of his hope is broken off at the flukes ; and, 
driven starless and havenless by every wind of doctrine, 
even the white wings of his Christian charity, which 
once bore him to every chamber of suffering, are now 
riven as by a pestilential gale. Ere he is aware, he is 
lost. You would be surprised, Charles, to seo how the 
most accurate students of the human mind, even the 
Arabian phil0110phers, have described the dangerous influ. 
enoe arising from these causes; ranking it as a diseased 
mental bias, as much to be guarded against as a tendency 
to pulmonary consumption.' I would sooner experi· 
ment with my digestive organs, or my blood-vessels, than 
with my nervous principle ; for, the body's derangement 
is leas fearful than that of the mind. I beg of you, 
Charles, think of this, if you have yielded to o:.;_aving 
curiosity in following up tlaese experiments. Be wiso 
before it is too late. 

But, what is fhr more important, as much so as 
society is more important than an individual, remem· 
her, Charles, that all these excitements are epidemicl, 

I Bee ".Akhlak-i-J&I&Iy," Uanal. from U.e Penian of the :ratk 
lany Mw.mm.d Alaad, by W. P. ThomJliOll. London. 

Is-
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Wide-spread excitements of a nervous nature ~ aad 
oome in waves, ebbing and flowing like the tide, swell· 
ing with every breeze, and rolling on till they dash and 
break in terrific ruin. Using the fearful figure of the pee
tilenoe, such men as Virgil and Tertullian describe the 
sweep of deranging excitements in their day. Mental dia
ease, like any contagious disease, prevails-when the whole 
atmosphere and the general condition of the individual 
system is prepared for it. A whole commnnity, like that 
of Paris in the days of Robespierre, may be infected with 
over mental excitement bordering on mental derange
ment. Especially is this true of that species of nervous 
excitement which leads to an oversight of the lin.,_ 
nniting matter and spirit, and to a conviction that the 
natural is supernatural. As in the case of the Salem 
witchcraft., and a thousand similar scenes in other 
lands and ages, there is a reolity in some of these mani
festations which stap.les observing and intelligent ID8Dt 
and awes the less experienced. Though thinking and 
learned men may themselves rest calm in the llll81ll'aDC8 

that the mystery is the working of the God of natnre; 
yet the difficulty they have in explaining their own im
pressi!lns only excites the more those never accustomed 
to trace effects to their causes. Go read, Charles, Brat
tie's letter in the very midst of the rising tide of the 
Salem witchcraft excitement ; and see how a strong, 
clear mind may itBel.f rise above and personally breast the 
rushing, careering sweep of popular excitement, whil~ 
nevertheless, the blood is chilled with trembling anxiety 
fOr those tossed at its mercy ; with whom reason and 



•. J.VOib :U:Cl'l'ING OAUS.. 151 

p11'811118ion · ba'fl8 uUerly lost tbtlir influeooe. Re.a 
again that letter, Charles; for we may see its reenact
meat.· Erery breath may add to the tempest brewing; 
f!JV9ry m.op will add to tile dashing billow. As noble 
Brattle, with· ' a . buming pen, quoted, " Behold how 
great a matter a little fire kindleth! " It is a fearful 
r.pomibility to gratify one's own curiosity in following 
up tbe9e manifestations, at the hazard of awakening a 
general tendency of tho popular mind whioh soon caa
not be rea!Oned with or persuaded. 

Glance again, then, Charles, over the historic glean
ings we have gathered~ ·Ever the same in their mye
terious chataeter have the manifestations of the spiritual 
medium been ; tables moving, metals attracted, animals 
fitecinated, ner_vous . power controlling nervous power, 
eecret thoughts wondrously telegraphed, sublime eJoo. 
quence pouring from the:Jip and pen; all thesemysteriee 
are ever the same. Be sure there is a ltWJ where tber6 is 
uniformity ; there is a sCience where facts may be olu
eified, though not explained. Mark, then, the dangeri 
Obeel'Ve the exciting causes, and avoid them. Beware 
of the advice of those absorbed in these manifestati0111, 
that you sit in mental' abstraction reading books Oil 

these themes to arouse the excitement. Take the 
&Ihortation rather of good Mr. Turrell, in the Witchcraft 
tim~ : " Young people now would do wisely to lay asido 
all their foolish books, their trifling ballads, and all 
romantic accounts of dreams and trances, senseless pal
mistry and groundless astrology.''' If affected, Charles, 

I MaN. Hilt. Collections, vol. u., p. 19, 
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by these influences, keep away from the circles, from 
the books, from everything that will excite it. 

But there is a more important view we ought to take. 
It is sinful, as well as perilota, to experiment with the 
utahlisW saurce1 of knowledge gnl.nted us by our 
Creator. 

What iqjustice to ourselves, and wrong to othels, we 
may be guilty of, by forgetting what are the sources of 
our knowledge! They are of two kinds; and he who 
has the one class predominating should not distrust or 
condemn him in whom the other sways the balance. 
We know what we see and others have seen, ·what the 
testimony of our senses and of the seuses of others bears 
or has borne witness to. We know, also, what the uni
versal intellectual and moral intuitions of men have 
agreed in as true. Two men of not ~nequal mental 
power may have a different mental organism ; the one 
being more moved by things seen by the eye, the other by 
things pondered in the mind. Two men, equally shrewd 
in detecting deception, may go to the same exhibi
tion of "mesmerism," or of the "spiritual manifesta
tions." One may have such a nervous organism as to be 
easily affected ; and he feels, and sees, and knows, that; 
there is a reality in them ; and no reasoning can con
vince him that what he knows to be true is false. The 
other is unsu <Jeptible himself of that nervous ·excite
ment; or he visits " the medium," perhaps, when nerv
ous exhaustion, or derangement, prevents the nervous 
development, or breaks its cirole, as rain, thunder and 
earthquakes, dissipated it in Plutarch's d~y; and ho 
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goes away thoroughly oonvinced that it is all delu
sion in the believer, if it be not deception in the praoo 
tiser. Both, from their point of view, are rigkt; both 
have truth on their aide·; and each should remember 
what are the 110111'008 of knowledge to man, and should 
have charity for his fellow. We add that both are seen 
to lw.rmoniu when these manifestations are regarded as 
the wor)dng of the " nervous principle." 

How much knowledge should we not acquire, if we 
but trusted to the BOurces of )plow ledge we possess, and 
rightly used them! We have learned in JD08t matter& 
of life to trust to the established medium of gaining 
needed information. The man of the strong\lSt and most; 
cultivated mind is not ashamed to acknowledge his deo 
pendence on his gardener, his watchmaker, his phy .. 
aioian. They may be far inferior to him in intellect} 
yet in their department tliey are slillled, and in th*
particular branches they are worthy to be his teachers. 
Now, are we · qualified, by ouniel.ves, tc experiment, to 
gather and compare facta, and to decide that we have 
found a celestial soienoe,, in a field where the philoso
phers of every age and land have been mining, and cot. 
leoting, and arranging, and seeking to find the vein of 
tmth which underlies and unites all that has been 
dieoovered? Surely what Cousin says of mysticism, 
" It despairs of the regular prooessea of science," is 
true of all who think to learn anything new from these 
novelties. Having for a few days witnessed a few facta, 
they jump at a conclusion, are sure they are looking 
on what the world before never saw, and rashly 1'U8h to 
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try their skill in this fearful overtasldng of their nerv· 
ous energy, as heedless as a child who seta a factory· 
wheel in motion, or explodes fire-crackers in a powder· 
mill. They who learn anything by such a course will be 
likely to learn too much ; to read too fearful a lesson. 
Why not leave, then, to men of science, the dangerous 
and arduous task, the wearing employ of making dis
coveries as to mysteriou.~ powers and influences 1 Would 
it be safe for you or me, Charles, to suffer our curiosity 
to lead us to experimenting in chemistry, in manufac-
turing explosive gases, or working a steam-engine 1 
And yet, the daily practising with these mysterious 
manifestations of the spiritual medium is more hazard
ous to my delicate frame-work than tampering with 
retorts and steam-pipes. Ah, leave we this experiment
ing to men of science, trained to the work! Let a Pliny, 
an Agassiz, press forward first to view this agitated 
Vesuvius, ere we trust our young feet on the quiver
ing crust ! It may be that even they will peril them
selves in the attempt; certainly we shall peril ourselves. 

Perhaps it may be wise in us if we apply these prin
ciples to our inquiries after religiqus truth. Suppose 
that I may witness mysterious spiritual developments, 
if I will seek them. My body was given to be used care
fully in toil for my own and my family's support; and 
I have no right to experiment with and overstrain my 
muscles ; raising, for instance, to gratify my curiosity or 
my vanity, a heavy weight, and thus, perhaps, disabling 
myself for life. :My mind was given me for the same 
and a higher end ; and I dare not experiment with it. 



WA.JUml'G FROM THE PAST. 155 

My religious nature was given me for the highest of all 
ends ; that I may know and serve and adore God 
forever, and that I may know and do my duty to my 
fellow-men. How can I, then, experiment with that 
nature 1 

Fearful has ever been the penalty of overlooking this 
responsibility, and violating this trust. When Paul 
wrote, " Beware, lest any man spoil you through phi
losophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, 
after the rudiments of the 'IJXJ'rld, and not after Christ," 
he knew more than we know of the mysteries of spiritual 
manifestations, and of the delusion by which they would 
lead the mind astray. Bancroft quotes from the diary 
of Cotton Mather this entry, made after the witchcraft 
excitement, by which he was so carried away : - " Had 
temptations to Atheism, and to the abandonment of all 
religion as a delusion." No wonder! It is just what 
an observer of the working of minds led away by any 
such excitement would expect to see follow ; since it 
always does follow. Minds that have come to rest on 
specious error as truth, as Paul says, " wax worse and 
worse, deceiving and being deceived." By allowing our 
intellect to get out of the path of knowledge in which 
our Creator has made us to walk, we may wander we 
know not whither; and any form of deception may seem 
to be true. As I value my own spiri~aal welfare, and 
as I tremble at the responsibility of misleading others, I 
should beware how I tempt God, by experimenting with 
the means he has graciously given me fur gaining reli
gious knowledge; seeking it from sources he has con-
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demned and forbidden, and n.esleoting his sure word of 
prophecy. 

And now, Charles here ill a book olai.ming fA> be 
God's revelation. Itt. earliest records, far from being 
penned in a rude age, before science and art and history 
were known, were written when all these flourished in 
some respects as they never have since. The man 
who penned its first five books had a human knowledge 
euch as .no philosopher of our day possesses. This surely 
cannot be an antiquated volume. Its second part, with 
all its narratives and letters, was written when &man 
learning and literature was at the zenith of its perfec
tion. It came into comparison with all the combined 
wisdom of the world ; acquired a confidence and moral 
control above all the records of ages past ; and bec.ame in 
three centuries the law of God in the world's esteem. 
Unlike every other professed revelation, it has not been 
confined in the hands of interested men; but all the 
people have it and study it for themselves. Unlike every 
other sacred book, the more it is known the more it is 
revered, and the nation where it is most read is the 
one most completely impressed with its divine authority. 
And, finally, (for where should we stop in such an enu
meration ?) the men most eminent in every branch of 
human knowledge, a Grotius in his, a Newton in his, a 
Champollion in his, a Silliman in his, a Lyell in his, 
have ever been most convinced that the Author· of their 
science is the Author of t.his book : so celestial is the har
mony between them. 
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Twenty-seven Year's Review. -Three Views of Phenomena.
All Natural.-" Spiritual" View.-" Evil Spirit&" Agents.
" Mechanical" View.-" Enthusiasm" of Science.- Ita In
consistency. - " Mediate" View.- Progress in Sciences of 
Electricity and Magnetism.- Nervous Fluid a Kindred Agent. 
- Humboldt's Letter.- "New Force" of Arago. - The 
Count de Gnsparin. -Facta Cited.- Failures Explained.
Source the Nervous Fluid.- Arago, Cul"ier, and Others.
" Supernatural" from this Source.- Animal Magnetism.
Table-rappings.- Notice of Rogers and Others.- His View 
of" To Daimonion."-His own Theory.-Practical Leason 
from Dr. Hare's Experience. 

Mr DEAR CHARLES: 

Horace recommends a stem test to a young writer, 
-that he lay aside his work till the long process of 
his own maturing judgment has gone on for not less 
than eight successive years ; and allows that " in nono 
anno" he may dare to publish. It was in the twen-: 
tieth year after their first suggestion that your 
friend's matured thoughts on the " Spiritual Me
dium" were penned for you, and now seven more 
years of reexamination have succeeded. A triple 
curb bas been added to Horace's tight bit, and you 

14 
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certainly will not think it intrusive forwardness if 
your old friend comes ambling up again and asks an
other sitting. He wants now, too, to draw the veil 
from off his escutcheon, and let both its name and its 
motto be manifest. You will recognize "To Daimo
nion" though under another title, and " Traverse 
Oldfield" you can't mistake, though his name be 
changed. 

Seven years have witnessed some progress of opin· 
ion on our old topic, as on other things. The three 
classes of observers, of which we spoke before,1 have 
all been multiplying their books on the subject. 
Among the men devoted to physical science, and 
prompt, therefore, to see things in a material light, 
Faraday,2 of European renown, and Page,3 the 
justly honored American inventor of the electro-mo
tor,- not to add other names,- have referred a 
large portion of the phenomena to the credulity of 
ignorance and superstition, and have sought to ex
plain all that they allow to be fact on the supposition 
of the employ of mechanical, or, at least, physical 
agency, either designedly or unconsciously used by 
the operator or " medium." A still larger class, 

1 See Letter 2d, p. 23. 
2 Prof. F!ll'llday's lettel'1! on Table Moving, published in The 

London Times of June 30th, 1853, and the London Athenreum of 
July 2d, 1868. 

s Psychomantia, Spirit Rapping, and Table Tipping exposed; 
by Prof. Charles G. Page, M. D., etc. New York, 1863. 



BELIEVERS IN FULL. 159 

among whom are honored and revered names, such 
as Tallmadge and Edmunds, Ballou and Pierpont, 
have received all the phenomena, without qualifica
tion or ex~ption, as real, and have attributed them 
to the efforts, more or less successful, of disembodied 
spirits in the spirit-world to reestablish communica
tion with friends yet in the flesh. A somewhat 
anomalous position, yet one classing him with this 
latter number, has been taken by Rev. Charles 
Beecher,-one of that gifted but somewhat erratic 
family of thinkers, -who has argued that the phe
nomena, which must be allowed as fact, are not only 
referable to supernatural agency, but that this agency 
is the power of evil spirits over the physical crea
tion.1 Most surprising of all, the eminent chemist, 
Dr. Hare, of Philadelphia, after first maintaining in 
a published letter dated July 27th, 1853,1 the me
chanical view taken by Faraday, suddenly became 
convinced that there were facts which could not be 
explained on this theory; and passing to the opposite 
extreme of unlimited credence and of belief in su
pernatural agency, he lived and died a " Spiritualist." 
Meanwhile, most able advocates of the mediate the
ory, which maintains the facts, but refers them to a 
sufficient though yet uninvestigated cause connected 

I A Review of " Spiritual Manifestations;" by Rev. Charles 
Beecher. New York, 1863. 

2 Prof. Hare's Letter on the "Influence of Electricity in Table 
Tipping." 
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with our nervous organism, have been called forth, 
who, either in private avowals or in published discus
sions, have taken substantially the view maintained 
in these letters. It seems a fitting supplement, 
Charles, to our former " Traverse" of " Oldfields," 
to glance at the published sentiments of these classes 
of thinkers, and see how the jal.'.ts in " Spiritualism" 
as well as their source have been "tested." 

It is important, at the outset, to observe that each 
of these classes profess to find what in truth must be 
styled a natural cause for these phenomena. They 
maintain that the same facts have been witnessed in 
all nations and ages ; and, of course, whatever is uni
versal and uniform belongs ~ nature and is governed 
by established law.· Wbether the originating cause be 
an excited imagination deceived by mechanical trick
ery, or a real spiritual agency above that of our phys
ical life, or, again, the action of our nervous organ
ism, the effects flowing from the cause are uniform,
therefore they are according to a law, and therefore 
are, strickly speaking, natural. It is a step towards a 
right and an impartial judgment to have reached to
gether this common ground, -that there are jactB 
in these phenomena, and there is in them a historical 
uniformity. 

Standing, then, at this common point of view, it is 
just to give the courtesy of the first presentation, and 
the advantage of the first impression, to those most 
interested in these phenomena, because they are 
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referred by them to the higher source. By common 
consent, this class are styled "Spiritualists." Not 
that these specially above others are believers in the 
spiritual as distinct from the material. On the con
trary, the class is generally made up of those who, 
from their previous habits of thought and feeling, and 
from their pursuits in life, ,have been specially forget.. 
ful and ignorant of the spiritual, and who, having 
suddenly been forced out of their material slumber, ' 
and startled into a dreamy conviction of spiritual 
realities, have become absorbed for a time with their 
new, half-waking glimpses of the real spiritual, and 
have confounded them with imaginings that are un
rtal; and from this temporary fascination and aban
don, have seemed to be more spiritual in their first 
crude dreams, than sober thinkers who have always 
believed in, and have thoroughly studied, spiritual 
truth. These so-called" Spiritualists" have believed 
that the two classes of acknowledged facts,- the mov
ing of material objects, as tables, etc., and the report
ing of intellectual knowledge, thought, and impression 
from the mind of one, through the rap, the speech, or 
the pen of another,-these are the work of spirits 
not now in the body. This view, of course, takes for 
granted that disembodied spirits have the power to 
act upon material things, and to employ for their pur
poses the bodies, which are the habitations and instru
ments made for the spirits of men now in the flesh ; 
against which supposition there are three classes of 

14• 
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valid objections, drawn from reason, from experience, 
and from the inspired word of God. Reason assurea 
us instinctively of the ~ty of our separate mate
rial and spiritual existence, which constitutes "per· 
sonal identity ;" that every human being has an 
existence independent of every other being, with a 
will, intelligence, and affections entirely his own ; 
and with an organized body, made to be controlled by 
his volition alone, and to be the instrument of his 
intelligence alone; an axiom of whose truth no 
amount of either understood reason or explained 
mystery can force us into a doubt. Experience, again, 
multiplying to any extent observed confirmations of 
the truth thus taught by reason, finds everywhere 
that this is the rule to which no exception is ever met; 
for men always are seen to have spiritual control 
over their oum bodies, not over those of other men ; 
and each man is always held responsible for his indi
vidual acts as emanating from his own will,- every 
pretext that he is not the controller of his own facul
ties being discarded as a fallacy. The revealed 
word of God, also, plainly teaches so fully the inde. 
pendence of each individual mind, that not even the 
Divine Spirit itself controls a human spirit but in 
accordance with its personal agency and responsibil
ity; while in opposition to the idea of any involun
tary control from other created spirits, the Scriptures 
declare that for "every word" uttered by the lip, and 
for "all the deeds" done in the body, the individual 

• 
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tenant of that body, the personal actor in it, is alone 
responsible, and as responsible "must give account to 
G>d;" a requirement which could not be thus posi
tive, and without exception, were the lips and hands 
of any mortal so controlled by another spirit that 
their movement should cease to be that mortal's act. 
Certainly, we should be on our guard in allowing an 
exception, when the manifestations claiming to be 
supernatural are of such trivial importance, stimulat
ing only an idle curiosity, and promising no material 
or spiritual benefit to man. 

A real, yet hardly consistent, coincidence with 
what is called the" Spiritual" theory, is presented in 
the reference of these phenomena to the power of 
"evil spirits." Its author has "To Daimonion" 
before him ; he argues against its conclusion that 
power over the material creation is not committed to 
Satan ; and contends that the source of the facts in 
Spiritualism is not "a-pneumatic," or derived from 
physical nature, but " pneumatic,"- i. e., the action 
of spiritual agency. Like Cotton Mather, he con
tends that the " Prince of the power of the air" is a 
literal title of the Evil Spirit, and that he does 
directly act through physical causes to produce evil; 
and he thinks that Josephus, Jamblicus, and the 
medireval writers, accord with this view. Without 
directly asserting it, he leaves the impression that he 
attributes to "'J;'o Daimonion" the endorsement of 
the medireval view of the spiritual medium, which 
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supposed an ether pervading the universe, through 
which waves of spiritual influence are propagated,
as sound through the air, and light, perhaps, through 
a more subtle fluid,- so that spirits most distant can 
exert an influence, and produce impressions on each 
other. The distinction, however, is manifest between 
a power to interfere with and derange the action of 
the laws of physical nature supposed to be allowed 
to the spirit of evil, while the Creator himself exerts 
no such erratic power, and a power to produce spirit
ual impressions by a moral influence on the mind of 
man, as God himself exerta such an influence. The 
latter principle is scriptural, the former is not. 
Equally distinct is the idea of the action of the ner
vous fluid, like to that of electricity, in accumulating 
until it becomes an attractive power, and again flow
ing off over connected conductors, and bearing my 
thought, as on a telegraph wire, to be rapped out at a 
distant point from the idea of .a pervading fluid, 
through which, from a distance, waves of spiritual 
influence are propagated. The former idea is philo
sophical; the latter, to say the least, is speculative. 
The example of Cotton Mather should be a living 
monitor, warning us that his position on this question 
is not only untenable, but dangerous to him who 
seeks to maintain it. 

The next class demanding a hearing are those 
holding the opposite extreme, and taking the lowest 
view of these phenomena and their causes. They 



MECHANICAL OR :mA.GINA.RY. 165 

are generally men devoted to purely physical science, 
who ridicule the supposed facts as in part mechanical 
trickery, and to a great extent the suggestion of an 
excited imagination in an unscientific mind. Two 
facts, most palpable to educat~ men that move much 
in s<>ciety, are hidden from the view of scientific 
students who live in the cloister. Ridicule-as the 
Epicureans at Athens, and the witchcraft satirizers at 
Salem found -ridicule deepens conviction when the 
senses bear witness to a mystery, and the "wise 
men," instead of interpreting the handwriting on the 
wall, jest at the fears of ignorance. Again, men of 
physical science, from the seclusion natural to their 
pursuits, appreciate less than men of any other class 
of learning the fact of their unfitness to judge of 
matters out of their line. They are ready to combat 
either the psychologist, the metaphysician, the moral
ist, or the theologian, as equals, if not superiors, in 
his special domain ; while they know that none but a 
man trained to it can think of forming a judgment, 
or uttering an opinion, in their department. If, how
ever, there is an esprit du corps among men of sci
ence, there is certainly self-respect among those 
cla~sed by the man of physical science under the 
lower ranks as "learned divines," and "other edu
cated men." 

The truth and importance of these suggestions is 
specially illustrated in the work of the truly able 
Prof. Page, just alluded to. He seems more of an 
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enthusiast than the wildest enthusiast whom he con
demns ; declaring, " With all reverence we say it, we 
feel a sort of inspiration upon the laws of reaction, 
gravity, and friction, based upon the experience of 
every moment of remembered life, that compels us 
to reject peremptoriiy the testimony of our best 
friends, of the most distinguished and credible per
sons, or of the most exalted intellects, when they tell 
us that by the mere superposition of hands, or by the 
effort of the will, a table moves off by itself from the 
floor, without visible agency." 1 Science is nothing 
but a classification of facts observed; and how can 
any 1UlW fact ever be attested, if huma:p. testimony is 
to be set aside in the manner thus indicated? This 
over-confidence in the completeness of science as 
oow established, leads to a partial observation and a 
hasty generalization most opposed to the method of 
the electro-m&c,anetician's own science. Originating 
himself the experiment afterward reported as Fara
day's, Prof. Page placed cards under · the fingers of 
the table-movers. Perceiving that when the table 
moved, the ,fingers of the operators anticiPated its 
movement, the cards slipping forwards as ~eir hands 
went faster than the table, he 'drew the inference that 
it was by the mechanical pressure alone of their 
hands that the table \Vas moved.ll Suppose that some 
one should place a card between his magnet and the 
iron bar to be drawn by it, and when the magnet 

1 Psychomantla, p. 7'9. • Psychomantla, p. 88, 
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moved faster than the iron as he drew it, and the 
card, therefore, slipped forward- suppose the objec
tor should insist that it was only a mechanical pressure 
which drew the iron after the magnet? In this connec
tion, again, Prof. Page says that /te has " never seen" 
the table move but when the operator's hand is in 
contact with it, and denies the possibility of such 
movement without such contact. Suppose a man who 
had only se~n a few ma,<TDets of little power should 
hear Prof. Page speak of his powerful electro-mag
net, by which an iron bar of a thousand pounds 
weight is first drawn up into contact, and then hurled 
down from the magnet; and that this man who had 
not seen it should declare that such a pretended power 
in the magnet is impossible? A sailor, that has seen 
the needle dip in the Northern Ocean toward the 
magnetic pole of the earth, is believed in opposition 
to a whole Royal Society of savans who should de
clare such a thing impossible because they had not 
seen it. Passing, again, fro~ the "table movings" to 
the "rappings," Prof. Page insists that if the Fox 
girls could make the raps at all without deception, 
they could make them at some distance from their 
persons. Suppose some one should demand that the 
electric snaps be made at a distance from the ma
chine ? He demands that they be made through a 
thick cushion, on which they are to stand. Would 
he admit the same test in the transmission of elec
tricity? His rnle for intelligent observers who would 

o,, '" ,Coogle 
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judge "without bias" of these phenomena i:> : " Divest 
yourself of all idea of the supernatural, or any new 
fluid, or new law or property whatever, and, regard
ing the performance as a trick or an illusion, scruti
nize sharply every movement and circumstance in 
connection." This may be legitimate as a rule for 
the observer only ; and he could not but ask a similar 
scrutiny, if not a like incredulity, in observers of his 
electro-motor. But the very theory as to the " me
dium," or operator, is, that he or she, under intense 
nervous excitement, is over-charged with the nervous 
fluid; and that this over-charge is the source of the 
phenomena. Of course he would not consent to lec
ture on electricity, unless he were allowed to turn 
the machine which was to generate the electric fluid. 
Prof. Page's natural enthusiasm as a man of science, 
also, blinds him to the fact, that simple-minded peo
ple, accustomed to take the testimony of -one man as 
much as of another in matters of eyesight, are left 
more in mystery by ti..e final result to which his 
investigations brought him, than they could be before 
opening his book. As to the cause of the raps which 
he heard, Prof. Page says: "It has been affirmed 
that a relative of these girls has made a public state
ment, under oath, that they produce the raps with 
their toes, in a peculiar manner acquired by long 
practice. The public papers tell us that electro-mag
netism has been employed to carry out this fraud. 
The snapping of the joints has been resorted to by 
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another. • • • " The Fox girls rapped upon neither 
of these plans. The sound was machine-like." 1 Of 
course, then, it is only necessary for some intimate 
and trustworthy friend to declare that he or she has 
examined the persons of the girls when rapping, and 
that " no machine " is used, and there remains the 
fact, attested by Prof. Page, that the raps are marie, 
while all the physical causes that can be assigned are 
disproved. Is it to be supposed that such a result 
will satisfy public inquiry? 

We turn, then, Charles, with an increased convic
tion, that as the cause is not spiritual, or supernat
ural (and as it is not physical, or mechanical), it 
must be found in the action of the nervous fluid; 
which in all ages and nations has exhibited its mys
terious influence, has followed its uniform law every· 
where,. and has, by impartial thinkers, been viewed 
in substantially the same light. 

The most casual review of the last few years' 
researches in the departments of electricity and mag· 
netism, called forth as they have been by the prac
tical applications of these powers in telegraphing and 
as motors, surprises us with the conviction that much 
more might have been learned of this kindred power, 
the nervous fluid, had the French Academy, and . 

'oiher associations of scientific men, pursued its inves
tigation with a similar zest. Not only has the action 
of electricity and magnetism in telegraphing, daguer-

15 
1 Psychomnntia, p. 57. 
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reotyping, and propelling machinery, been a favorite 
subject of scientific research and discussion, but its 
relations to vegetable and animal life and growth 
have been pursued with interested study. One or 
two facts subsidiary in these investigations, as reported 
in the "Compte-Rendu," the organ of the French 
Academy of Science, have such a bearing on the 
kindred laws of the nervous fluid, that they demand 
a place here. As one of the facts established as to 
the realitg of the relation of the nervous energy to 
its kindred forces, and the law of its action, the fol
lowing is the result of a communication on electro
physiology, addressed to the Academy by M. Ch. 
]')Iatteuci : "Whatever may be the nature of the 
nervous force, of which we are ignorant, as of that 
of the other great agents of nature, it is a fact that 
this force propagates itself in the nerves, now from 
the brain to the extremities, now in the contrary 
direction."-1 As illustrative of a potcer residing in 
the nervous fluid, kindred to electricity and magnet
ism, the following is quoted from a letter i>f Hum
boldt to Arago : " 1\I. du Bois is the skilful experi
menter who, first and alone, has succeeded in making 
the needle at rest deviate by the will of man ; that 

I " Quelle que soit Ia nature de Ia fOrce nervense, qne nons. 
ignorons, oomme celle des autres grandes agents de Ia nature, 
c'est un fait que cette force se propage dans les nerfs, tantot du 
cerveau aux extremities, tantot en sens oontraries."- Cbmpu 
Rendu, 1849, p. 668. 
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is to say, by the electric current which producP..s the 
muscular effect, the tension of our limbs. This 
deviation is effected at great distances, and ceases 
when at will the person does not hold his muscles in 
tension." 1 Here there is ample testimony that the 
nervous fluid, called by Humboldt the "electric ClU'

rent," which produces the tension of the muscles, is, 
even at great distances, the source of mnoonetic attrac
tions. 

New testimony is accumulating, that this same 
force has, in the unexpressed opinions of scientific 
men, been recognized as the cause of the phenomena 
of so-called Spiritualism. When, in 1848, Arago 
witnessed the attraction and repulsion of heavy 
bodies at the presence of Angelique Cottin, a ner
vous factory-girl, who having begun suddenly to ex
hibit this wonderful derangement, was carried up 
to Paris to appear before the Academy, that great 
philosopher remarked, when asked his opinion about 
it, "That is yet to be settled. It seems to have no 
identity with electricity; and yet, when one touches 
her in the paroxysms, there is a shock like that given 
by the discharge of the Leyden jar. It seems to 

1 "M. du Bois est l'babile experimentateur, qui, le premier et 
le seul, n reussi a frure devier nne aiguiJJe a statique par Ia vo
lonte de l'homme; c'est a dire par le courant electrique que 
produit !'effect musculaire, Ia tension de nos membres. Cette 
deviations' opere a de l(l'llndes distance~, et ccsse des qn'a vo
Jonte on ne tend Je muscle." -Compte Rendu, 1849, p. 676. 
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have no identity with magnetism proper, for it has 
no reaction on the needle ; and yet the north pole of a 
magnet has a most powerful reaction on her, pro
ducing shocks and trembling. This is not effected 
through the influence of her imagination, as the mag
net has the same influence whether brought secretly 
near her, or otherwise. It seems a new force. At all 
events, whatever it be, time and research will deter
mine, with a sufficient number of cases. At present 
we are left to conjecture. One thing, however, seems 
to be certain ; the phenomena of this case show very 
plainly that, whatever the force is which acts so pow
erfully from the organism of this young girl, it does 
not act alone. It stands in mysterious relation to 
some mundane force which acts and reacts with it. 
This is witnessed in the reaction which external 
things have upon her person, often attracting her with 
great power. It is a curious inquiry, and may open 
to us new resources in the nature of man and of the 
world, of which we have little dreamed." 1 We shall 
find further testimony from Arago, quoted by another 
writer. 

Numerous able writers, Jlleanwhile, have discussed 
the phenomena of so-called Spiritualism, and have 
maintained the view that they are produced by tbe 
action of our nervous organism. The work of Rog-

1 Quoted by Rogers' "Philosophy of Mysterious Agents," 
p. 68. 
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ers, just alluded to in our previous communications,1 

has been completed; a work whose philosophy on 
this point may, in substance, be worthy of adoption, 
whatever may be thought of the theological system, 
with which it seems to be' harmonized. Among the 
most voluminous and complete works on the subject, 
is a recent publication of Count Agenor de Gasparin,2 

the noble, learned, and devotedly pious Editor of 
the "Archives du Christianisme," the leading Protes
tant organ of Paris. M. de Gasparin is a man of 
eminent scientific ability and note, as is witnessed by 
his contributions to different scientific journals of 
Geneva and Paris, both which cities share his resi
dence. 

He alludes in his introduction to the tide of oppo
sition even to the investigation of this subject, among 
the majority of men known as cultivators of science ; 
but referring to the frankness of the Alcestis of Euri
pides, he decides to act, not as his inclination, but as 
right demands, even if he lose by it his case.8 He 
avows his belief in the reality of the phenomena, and, 
giving an extended narrative of facts elicited by him
self at a series of sittings extended through the 
months of September, October, November, and De-

1 See Letter 12th, p. l47. 
2 Des Tables Tournantes, du Sur nature! en General, et Des 

· E~prits. Par Le Cte. Agenor de Gasparin, Paris, 1854. Two 
volumes, pages 664 and 679. 

8 Des Tables Tournantes, etc., vol I., pp. 6, 14. 
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cember, 1853, he philosophically accounts for the 
occasional failure, as for the failure of electrical 
experiments in an unfavorable atmosphere, in ac
cordance with the fact that the over-tasking of the 
nervous energies which leads to the phenomena, 
must often produce temporary exhaustion in the gen
eration of the nervous fluid.1 With mingled wit 
and skill, he shows the fallacy of Faraday's experi
ments, already alluded to in this letter, and the 
conflicting opinions, destroying each other, of the 
French savans, Babinet and Seguin, the former 
of whom denies, while the latter admits," the exist
ence of the fluid directed by our will ; " and he asks 
if it is not after all the pride of confessing their 
error, the old "Odi profanum vulgus," which is the 
chief difficulty of men of science in admitting the 
facts in so-called Spiritualism.2 Recurring again to 
the frequent failures in table-moving, he quotes M. 
Husson's language, addressed ~o the French Academy 
of Medicine, on the failure of two successive mag· 
netic experiments attempted before them : " There 
is nothing more variable than magnetic effects ;" and, 
he adds, " What facts are there, we might demand, in 
the science of medicine, in therapeutics, in physiol
ogy, which are always fixed and immovable?"· He 
replies at length to the suggested fear that to admit 

1 Des Tables Tonrnantes, pp. 21-99, 
2 Ibid, pp. 99-120; "!'existence du tlnlde dlrl~ par notre vo

Ionte." 
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the facts will give ground for superstition and cre
dence in false miracles. He shows the marked line 
between just confidence in undeniable facts and the 
perversions of imagination, by reference to Ammia
nw l't'Iarcellinus, the old Roman historian, who re
fers to " table" revelations the perfect counterpart of 
those now witnessed among us. The people of Rome 
were expecting that Theodorus would become the 
emperor; and, of course, when the "tables were con
sulted they gave the letters of that name: whereas it 
proved that Theodosi·us became the emperor.1 A 
more perfect confirmation of the principle that the 
tables but report the impression of the consulter 
could hardly be devised. He quotes also Tertullian's 
mention, referred to in "To Daimonion" in these 
words: "Mensro divinare consueverunt," Tables are 
accustomed to divine.2 He closes this portion of his -
volume with a series of letters published by him in 
1853, in different journals, called forth by the fact 
that numerous mem01·ials had been addressed to the 
Academy, asking them to institute an examination of 
the facts; to which M. Foucault had given the scorn
ful answer, " The Academy of Science had replied 

1 See Rerum Gestarum, Lib. xxix. Valens, warned by the 
astrologers that one whose name began with Theod was to suc
ceed him, put to death his valet Theodorus. Consulting the 
"Tables," as now they are consulted, his own thwght was re
vealed by the raps, as now is true. 

2 Tables Tonmantes, vol. I., pp. 120-192. 
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with a disdainful silence to the communications 
which had been addressed to them on this subject." 1 

After this protracted presentation of the "facts ,. 
in Spiritualism, De Gasparin occupies the remainder 
of his first volume with the consideration of the 
" supernatural in general." 9 He recites the case of 
the celebrated "magicians" at Cairo, mentioned in 
these letters.3 He quotes a case examined by Cha
millard, doctor of Sorbonne, in the seventeenth cen
tury; in which the same result was reached as that 
reported by the French Academy's commission to 
report on Mesmer's experiments, which result was 
thus sententiously recorded: "Mulla ficta, pauca vera, 
ii. dremone nulla;" " Many things fictitious, a few 
true, from a demon none." He well argues in a 
chapter on the Scripture-teaching that a belief in a 
physical abode of future torment, and present physi
cal torture inflicted by demons, are alike unscriptural, 
and both inventions of a hierarchy that assumed to 
hold the key of heaven and hell.4 

Coming to the consideration of the natural cause 
of these phenomena, he unhesitatingly ascribes them 
to the excess of nervous excitability. He unshrink
ingly applies the rule to his Christian brethren in 
America. Declaring his "respect pour le plupart 

1 Des Tables Tournantes, vol. 1., pp. 197-222. 
t Ibid. pp. 225-564. 3 See p. 337'. 
4 Des Tables Tournantes, vol. 1. p. 496; also Letter 11th, 

p. 137. 
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des pasteurs qui convoquent les camp meetings," he 
thinks the cases of the swooners who shout " Gloire! 
gloire ! " come under the same "category" with the 
" mediums." He adds, with all sincerity of pious 
devotion : "I should not love my brethren of the 
United States, I should not render justice to their 
magnificent evangelic and missionary labors, to their 
orthodoxy, to their praiseworthy establishment of 
their churches, separate from the state, and distinct 
from the world, if I did not point out the scandal 
of certain awakenings (reveils) of the.irs." He pro
ceeds to quote, as confirmatory of his view of the 
cause of the phenomena. of Spiritualism, the state
ments of Herschel, Franklin, and Cuvier, as cited 
in "To Daimonion"; and adds this striking avowal 
of Arago, as published in the "Annuaire" for 1853. 
Alluding to the report made by the commission, of 
which Franklin was one, appointed by the French 
Academy to examine Mesmel"s experiments, and 
comparing them with the developments of our day, 
Arago says: "Effects, analogous or inverse, might 
evidently be occasioned by a fluid, subtle, invisible, 
imponderable ; by a sort of nervous fluid ; or of 
magnetic fluid, if this be preferred, which may cir
culate in our organs. Thus the commissioners were 
guarded against speaking of impossibility. Their the
sis was more modest. They contented themselves with 

1 Des Tables Tournantes, vol. 1., p. 604. 



178 APOCRYPHAL SUPERNATURAL. 

saying that nothing demonstrated the existence of such 
a fluid." 1 The counter report of Jussieu, one of that 
commission, is also quoted, that "several facts, well 
verified, independent of imagination, and to him be
yond doubt, sufficed to make him admit the existence, 
or the possibility of a fluid, or agent, which is borne 
from man to his fellow • • • sometimes by simple 
approach from a distance." 2 He quotes, moreover, 
the pas~age from Cuvier cited in these letters, and 
adds a parallel statement of Laplace, in his " Doc
trine of Probabilities," applied to magnetic phenom· 
ena in his day.3 

De Gasparin commences his second volume with a 
discussion of the "Apocryphal Supernatural," under 
four heads : first, " False Miracles ; " second, " False 
Sorcery ; " third, " Animal Magnetism ; " and fourth, 
"The Rapping Tables and Spirits." Under the 
second, he introduces a consideration of the famed 
"divining-rod;" which, under one form, has been noted 
as the means of discovering well-springs. Under the 
third, he gives an extended history of the investiga-

1" Des eft'ets analogues on iuvel'!!es pouvaient evidemment t!tre 
occasiones par un fluide subtil, invisible, imponderable, par une 
sorte de fluide nerveux, on de fluide maguetique, si on le pre
fere, qui circulerait dans nos organes. Aussi les commissaires se 
garderent-ils de parler d' impouihiliM. Leur these etait plus 
modeste; ils se contentaient de dire que rien ne demontrai' I' 
existence d'un semblable fluide." 

2 Des Tables Tournantes, vol. r., p. 509. 
s Des Tables Tournantes, vol. r., p. 609. 
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tions and reports of the commissioners appointed by 
the French Academy, when Mesmer was experiment
ing in Paris; of which number the .American Frank
lin was one. He adds, also, the following reference 
of Arago to the facti, so long denied, that do exist in 
801DllaDlbulism, or clairvoyance. In the " Annuaire 
· du Bureau des Longitudes," Arago says : " He who, 
outside of the pure mathematics, pronounces the word 
' impossible,' lacks prudence. • • • Nothing, for exam· 
ple, in the marvels of somnambulism raises more of 
doubt, than an assertion' very frequently re-produced, 
touching the faculty which certain persons possess in 
the state of fit, of deciphering a letter at a distance, 
with the foot, by the hands, with the stomach." 1 De 
Gasparin concludes, in reference to all these cases, 
that the unexplained cause of all that is real in 
these phenomena regarded as supernatural, is to be 
found in an undue and diseased action of the nervous 
organism. 

The " Speaking Tables and their Spirits " is the 
last subject he discusses. .At the outset, he expresses 
the conviction, since the facts reported on both sides 
the .Atlantic are so numerous and so undoubted, that 
there are but two inquiries which a philosophic mind 
can entertain: .Are they natural? or, .Are they super· 
natural? The former is of course his view ; and 
before proceeding to present his own theory, he turns 
for illustration and confirmation to other writers. He 

1 Del Tables Tournantea, vol. r., p. 809. 
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briefly examines the theory of Rogers, in his " Phi
losophy of Mysterious Agents ; " and though agreeing 
with him in the conviction that there is a cause in 
nature for the phenomena referred to, he thinks the 
view of Mr. Rogers leads to materialism, to " a fluid 
which is God." Quoting from M. Cahagnet, a gen
uine apostle of the materialistic school, he ingeniously 
admits that Mr. Rogers is far from avowing in form 
this creed ; yet he thinks that, without intending it, 
he does in effect endorse it.1 A fuller notice is then 
given of a work by a French author, M. Morin, enti
tled " COmment 1' Esprit vient aux Tables," " How 
the Spirit comes to the Tables." 

The theory of "M. Oldfield," in "To Daimo
nion,"2 has then an extended notice; when the author 
is prepared for his own theory. The author ex
presses his extreme gratification at the return "au 

1 "M. Rogers est bien eloign~ de signer cette eff'ra.y ante pro
fession de foi; cependant il fait, sans le vouloir, acte forme! de 
mater!al'isme."- Des Tables TournaliteB, vol. u., p. 364. 

2 The author introduces it thus: ".Te citerai !'auteur d'un 
oorit savant et remarquable qui a parn a Boston sons le titre 
de To Daimonion, or the Spiritual Medium, by Tra11erse Oldfield. 
•••. Ceux, qui le liront, apprenderont beaucoup de chases; ils 
y trouveront avec joie un retour, au vra.i bon sens," etc. See Des 
Tables Tournantes, vol. n., p. 382. The author of To Daimonion, 
having learned that his old tra.vc.lling acquaintance was preparing 
the work here examined, sent him these Letters. A most courte
ous and friendly autograph letter was soon received, stating hla 
thanks for its reception, and his purpoee to avail hinlself of Its 
history in his forthcoming work. 
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vrai bon sens," which he here finds. He congrat
ulates himself on the fund of historical testimony it 
embodies, and he avails himself of it frequently in 
his volumes. His chief criticism relates to the lib
eral view given of the opinions of the ancients on 
this subject, not only of the classic authors of Greece 
and Rome, but of the Church Fathers. A European 
Protestant, constantly called to feel the humiliation, if 
not the oppression, coming from an overbearing hier
archy under which he must live, De Gasparin cannot 
fully enter into the truly catholic spirit of a land like 
ours, where all that is valuable in an ancient ritual, 
especially all that is true and worthy in the primitive 
history of the Christian Church, is appreciated a(}o 
cording to its worth. With genuine courtesy, and the 
most fraternal spirit of charitj, however, the noble au
thor closes his criticism, after going over at length the 
list of Greek and Latin authors cited, and hinting a 
fear that the liberality of M. Oldfield will make him 
fraternize in ancient sentiments of dangerous ten
dency, with these remarks: "Have I a claim to 
learn all this from the author of Daimonion ~ I 
should show a bad grace in doing it, for it is he who 
furnishes me the materials for such a judgment. It 
is probable that his real thought does not go so far 
as his words ; he wished to show only that antiquity 
had had some presentiment of the fluid action ; that 
under their theories it is always possible to find the 
fundamental fruits of the apiritual rruJdium ,· that, in 

16 
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:fine, in spite of their real superstitions, great .think
ers have not ceased to hold a language which we may 
at this day easily render accordant with reason by 
changing three or four words in it." 1 

The remainder of the volume is devoted to the 
exposition of his own theory, and· .the confirmation 
of his view as philosophic, by citations from history. 
His conclusion is substantially that of the French 
Commissioners' report on .Mesmerism, that the re
ported phenomena of IMH:8lied " Spiritual Manifest
ations" are to be referred partly to errors of wati
.mony, arising from the natural spirit of man to 
exaggerate the character and number of the facts; 
partly to the hallucination of an excited imagination, 
which suggesta an exaggerated idea of the caUM as 
supernatural ; and chiefly to the real "action of tiUJ 
ft8n1out fluid," by which phenomena analogous to 
those in electricity and magnetism are wrought. 
His historical confirmations are mainly those of " To 
Daimonion." In the r881Jme, or summing up of his 

I" Ai je pretention d'apprendre tont cela de !'auteur du .Daiftto. 
Ilion 1 J'aurais mauvaise grilce il. le faire, car c'.est lui qui me 
fournit ces renseignements. n est probable que sa pens4!e reelle 
ne va pas au88i loin que ses paroles; il a voulu moutrer seule
ment que 1' antiquit4! anit en quelque presentiment de !'action 
fluidique; que sous sea theories il est toujours de retrouver le trai!B 
fondamentaux dn medium spirituel; q'uon fin, en d4!pit de leUlll 
superstitions reelles, les grands penseurs n'ont cesser de tenir 
nne langage que l'o~ rendrait ais4!mant raisonable aujourd' hni 
en y changeant trois ou quatre mots."- p. 869. 

o,, '" ,Coogle 
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wotk, he thus writes : 1 "I regard now my task as 
done. It is not for me to trench upon a domain 
which is not mine. There was a moral work to be 
undertaken, and I have confined myself scrupulously 
to it. To reestablish a truth injured and misunder
stood, to follow out ita experimental proof by f~U:ta 
(sa constation experimentale), to maintain the com
promised freedom of discussion, to combat supersti
iious tendencies rQtrograde and anti-Christian, this 
it is I would endeavor to accomplish. As to re
searches, properly called scientific, I leave them to
whom they of right belong (a qui de droit) .••• My 
oonclusions have been of a nature to destroy all super
stitious fables, modem as well as ancient, and to re
affirm, at the same time, the certitude of history, the 
certitude of science, the certitude of religion. Ax
rived at this point, I Ia,y down the pen." 

And, Charles, here too we may la,y down our pen, 
and think our task done ; with one already cited fact 
leaving ita last impression on our minds. When the 
first twelve letters of " To Daimonion" had been for 
about ayearbefore the:public,oneofthe most eminent-

1 The Count·de Ga.spa.rin is of the old French nobility, a Prot
eiltant Christian In mind and heart, a Christian philanthropist 
whose personal appeals for American and other missionaries have 
been felt in the councils of even the Sublime Porte at Constan- , 
'tlnople, 88 well 88 elsewhere In the Levlint, and whose scholarship 
in the varied departments of Science, ·88 well 88 Literature ani. 
the Humanities, is mo&t remarkable • 

• 
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chemists of this, or of any .land, prejudging, like 
others of his class, the scientific charaeter of re.
ported facts in the phenomena of '~ Spiritual Man
ifestations," so-called, and regarding them as delusion · 
and trickery, published his opinion without ·e:xa.mina. 
tion. Induced afterwards to examine what he had 
thus rashly prejudged, he was startled with the evi~ 
dence of the verity of the phenomena. Conscious 
of his thorough knowledge of tlle science of mag ... 
netism and electricity, these new phenomena, which 
were manifestly out of and beyond his department, 
were more impressive to the philosopher than to a 
less informed man. The mystery was more appall
ing, and the apparent cause more manifestly above 
the range of human and earthly agencies. From 
the most positive disbelief he passed naturally to the 
most positive and unhesitating belief in the facts of 
these phenomena. From attributing their reported 
existence to the lowest human origin, he passed, W> 

cording to the natural law of human conviction, to the 
reference of them to the highest source, to a super-

•natural agency. When such a man as Prof. Hare, o£ 
Philadelphia, is thus philosophically led from one ex
treme to the other, we may not, Charles, be charged, 
after all our previous survey, with improper ere.. 
dulity, if we believe the facts of Spiritualism to 
be attested. When such a mind, too, is forced, 
before scientific inquiry can be instituted, to take 
so exalted a view of the source of these attested 

• 
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factB, we cannot be charged with vain empiricism if, 
after all our survey of the opinions of philosophic 
men, we believe there is a " cause in nature" for 
these phenomena which is yet to be "tested." Read 
again, Charles, leisurely a::1d thoughtfully, if you still 
doubt, the letters preceding ; for while these phe
nomena have a past with which histaric truth is con· 
cerned, and afuture with which scientific truth must 
concern itself, so they have a present with which 
r.eligious truth must meet and seek a harmony. 

THE END. 

• 




