SIGNSOF THE TIMES,

e e
-y : "r,‘._) 3 iy
T, P
\ AL AT X
R\ M
- = .

SHOWING THAT THE

) SECOND COMING OF CHRIST

IS AT THE DOORS,

A EOB,ETOLn SIGN WHAT Th® DAY OF“GOD 8 X
: WB:\ TH HASTETH GREATLY. 4

{ Frak-
' e

e




THE REVIEW AND HERALD T
EDITORIAL LIBRARY | R

CassNo.__ 236 Si 2

SHOWING THAT THE
Tme_Ihe signs of the times e

¥

AUTHOR SECOND CO NG OF CHRIST

r ”3

IS AT THE

SPIRITUALISM

A FORETOLD SIGN THAT THE DAY OF GOD ‘
WRATH HASTETH GREATLY.

&

STEAM PRESS OF mu‘qtvmw AND HERALD ot;ms'
BATTLE CREEK,(“MIUEN




SIGNS OF THE TIMES. _ -

“Can ye not discern the signs of the times?’ Matt. xvi, 3.

Our Lord asked the Pharisees and Sadducees

this question, at a time when they eame to him

tempting him for a sign from heaven. It was a

reproof to them for their unbelief in the signs men-

A tioned by the Old Testament writers, which they
professed to believe, and which were actually ful-

filling before their eyes, yet disregarded by them.
They could tell the weather for the morrow, but
had no skill in those prophecies that pointed to
that time. “When it is evening, ye say it will be
fair weather, for the sky is red; and in the morn-
ing it will be foul weather to.day, for the sky is red
and lowering. O ye hypocrites, ye can disern the
face of the sky; but can ye not discern the signs of

5 . the times?” We will here name some of the signs
g which the Jews had as evidence of Jesus’ being the
bt true Messiah.

\J The star that appeared, to guide the wise men

: aulk to the place of the infant Saviour, [Matt. ii, 2, 9,]
B prophesied of in Num. xxiv, 17. He was born of
. BT ] a virgin, [Matt. 3, 18-25,] spoken of in Isa. vii, 14.
?-}5 Bethlehem was his birth-place, | Matt. ii, 1,] men-
4 tioned in Micah v, 2. Herod slew all the children
E 6{, in Bethlehem, from two years old and under, [ Matt.
; ii, 1~6, 18, ] prophesied of in Jer. xxxi, 15, His fore-
-\ 5 %5 runner, John. The voiee of him that crieth in the
- < ‘;ﬂ ; wilderness, prepare ye the way of the Lord, &e.

Isa. xl, 3.~ All Judea and Jerusalem saw this sign
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4 SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

whein they went out to be baptized of John, Matt.
iii, 1-6.

The gospel preached. When Jesus stood up in
the synagogue to read, he opened the book and read
where it 18 written, [Isa. Ixi, 1,] “ The Spirit of the
Lord God is upon me, because he hath anointed
me to preach the gospel,” &e. The eyes of all
them that were in the synagogue were fastened up-
on him. And he said unto them, ® This day is this
seripture fulfilled in your ears”” Luke iv, 16-21.
His humility when on trial. “ He was oppressed,
and he was afflicted; yet he opened not his mouth.
He is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a
sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he opened
not his mouth.,” Isa. lili, 7. The mannerand cir-
cumstances of his death. “They gaped upon me
with their mouths as a ravening and a roaring lion.
I am poured out like water, and all my bones are
out of joint.” My heart is like wax; it is melted in
the midst of my bowels. . . . They part my gar-
ments among them, and east lots upon my vesture.”
Ps, xxii, 1818,  This prophecy had an exact and
literal accomplishment at the crucifixion of Christ,
and the Jews saw it, ' Read Matt. xxvii, 35.

" The fulfillment of the seventy weeks of Dan. ix,
24-27. The Jews understood this, or might have
uoderstood it. ~Caiaphas, being high priest that
year, said to them, “ Yo know nothing at all, nor
consider that it is expedient for us that one man
should die for the people, and that the whols nation
perish not. And this spake he not of himself, but
being high priest that year, he prophesied £or taught
the prophesies] that Jesus should diefor that nation,
and not for that pation only, but that also he should
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gather together in one the children of God that
were scattered abroad.” John xi, 49-52. We
might add to these signs the miracles of Christ, his
resurrection, the pouring out of the Holy Ghost on
the day of Pentecost, and still others which were
distinctly spoken of by the prophets.

But notwithstanding all this scripture was ful-
filling before the faces of the rulers of the Jews, and
all these signs were agtually accomplished in a lit-
tle more than thirty years, and they themselves had
to acknowledge that notable miracles had been done,
yet they believed not. Well may it be said by this
generation, that the Jews deserved wrath, and God
was just in destroying their nation and place. But
how is it with the professed people of God at this
day? Do they believe in that Word which they
blame the Jews for rejecting! The Jews were look-
ing for a temporal kingdom, and overlooked the
signs of Christ’s first advent, The nominal church-
es generally are looking for a temporal millennium,
and overlook the signs of his second advent, which
are more numerous and forcible than those of his
first advent. Then if the signs of Christ’s second
coming are doubted and rejected by this generation,
the sin of unbelief will rest upon them heavier than
it did upon the Jews, in proportion as they reject
greater light.

The great object of the prophecy of Daniel, and
the Revelation of Jesus Christ to his servant John,
seems to be to point out the way-marks upon the
highway of time, and show the period when the
great journey of human life will end. * There’is a
God in heaven that revealeth secrets, and maketh
known to the king Nebuchadnezzar what shall be

Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research




e ——

6 8IGNS OF THE TIMES.

in the LaTrER DAYS.” Dan. ii, 28. This was spo-
ken in reference to the great metalic image which
the king saw in a dream.

In this chapter four universal kingdoms are
brought to view. Babylon, represented by the head
of gold; Medo-Persia, represented by the breast
and arms of silver; Grecia, represented by the bel-
ly and sides of brass; the Roman kingdom, repre-
sented by the legs of iron. The ten toes of the im-
age represent the divided state of this fourth king-
dom. And next is God’s everlasting kingdom.

‘Where are we in this prophecy? Babylon, the
head of gold, long since passed away. The Medo-
Persian kingdom, the breast and armsof silver, long
since was numbered with things past. Grecia, rep-
resented by the brass, is in the past. Rome in its
undivided state, represented by the legs of iron, is
also in the past. And for almost fourteen hundred

years has the divided state of the fourth kingdom-

been represented by the feet and toes of the image.

What next! Answer: The destruction of-.at%]e
kingdoms of this world, represented by the stone
smiting the image on the feef. “Then was the
iron, the clay, the brass, the silver aud the gold bro-
ken to pieces together, and became like the chaff
of the summer threshing-floors, and the wind car-
ried them away that no place was found for them.”

Chapter vii is still more definite. Here four
beasts represent the same as the four parts of the
great image. The lion represents Babylon, the
same as the head of gold. The bear represents the
Medo-Persian kingdom, the same as the breast and
arms of silver, The leopard represents’ Grecia, the
same as the belly and sides of brass. And the

Digitized by the Center for Adventist Besearch
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fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, &c., represents
the Roman kingdom, the same as the legs of iron;
and his ten horns represent the ten divisions of the
Western empire, the same as the ten toes of the
image.

But among the ten horns of this beast there came
up another little horn, before whom three of the
first horns were plucked up by the roots. It is said
of this horn, that “he shall speak great words
against the Most High, and shall wear out the saints
of the Most High, and think to change times and
Jaws; and they shall be given into his hand until a
time and times and the dividing of time.” All agree
that this represents the Papal power, which had its
1260 years of triumph, from about 538, to 1798.

But “they shall take away his dominion,” says
the prophecy. This was fulfilled in 1798, when
Berthier, a French general, entered the city of Rome
and took it. The pope was taken prisoner, and
shut up in the Vatican. The Papal government,
which had continued from the time of Justinian,
was abolished, and a Republican form of govern-
ment given to Rome. The pope was carried cap-
tive to France, where he died in 1799. Thus his
dominion was taken away. He that led others in-
to captivity, went into captivity, and he who killed
with the sword, those whom he pleased to call her-
etics, was himself killed [subdued] with the sword.
We are brought down in the prophecy to within
sixty-one years of the present time.

Wkat next? Let the Prophet answer. Chap.
vii, 9, 10. I beheld till the thrones were cast
down, and the Ancient of days did sit, whose gar-
ment was white as snow, and the hair of his head
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like the pure wool: his throne was like the fiery
flame, and his wheels as burning fire, A fiery
stream issned and came forth from before him:
thousand thousands ministered unto him, and ten
thousand times ten thousand stood befors him: the
judgment was set, and the books were opened.” If
the judgment, with its dreadful scenes, is not here
described, then it cannot be found in the Book of
God. We have not space to here give an exposi-
tion of these chapters. See our work on the proph-
ecy of Daniel, for sale at the Review office.

How exactly have all the numerous specifications
of the prophecy of Daniel been fulfilled up to the
present time, And will fulfillment stop here ! No,
no/ . May God give the reader to feel that earth’s
history is fast closing, and that the immortal king-
dom will soon appear.

Prophecy is history in advance, Time rolls on,
and events among men and nations, previously re-
corded by the prophets, appear.  We compare the
prophecy with history and find a perfect agreement
as to time, order and nature of events, and know
that we are not mistaken.

To the prophets themselves, their own prophecies
could afford but little light, the whole prophetic
scenery being the history of the future. But as
time Tolls on, each fulfillment adds a little light.
Come down to the present time, when the specifi-
cations of the prophecy are all fulfilled but the last,
and the light pours in on every side, the prophecy

is unsealed, many run to and fro, and knowledge

increases,

SIGNS OF THE TIMES. 9

THE PROPHECY UNSEALED IN THE TIME
OF THE END.

“But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and
seal the hook, even to the time of the end: many
shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be in-
creased.”  Dan, xii, 4,

Here it should be noticed that the book is not
to remain shut up and sealed till the end; but “to
the time of the end.” " This period, called the time
of the end, evidently commenced about 1798. In
chap. xi, 32-85, the 1260 years of Papal suprem-
acy are referred to. “And some of them of under-
standing shall fall, to try them, and to purge, and
to make them white, even to the time of the end.”
Verse 85. In 1798, the 1260 years, in which the
Papacy had power to put the saints to death, closed,
marking the commencement of the time of the end.
Since that time, great light has shone upon the
book of Daniel.  This prophecy, which before had
been considered obscure, and was hardly read, has
become one of the plainest books of the Bible, and
the attention of the people has been called to it.

“Many shall run to and fro, and knowledge
shall be increased.” This was to be fulfilled in the
time of the end, when the prophecy of Daniel should
be unsealed. At this time knowledge was to in-
crease. This, we think, does not mean general
knowledge on all subjects, but should be under-
stood as referring exclusively to those prophetic

" chains in the book of Daniel which reach down to

the end of earthly kingdoms, the resurrection of the
just, and, consequently, the second advent.
Duffield on Prophecy, p. 8783, says: “ The word
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10 SIGNS OF THE TIMES,

translated, 7un to and fro, is metaphorically used
to denote investigation, close, diligent, accurate ob-
servation—just as the eyes of the Lord are said to
run to and fro. The reference is not to missionary
exertions in particular, but to the study of the Scrip-
tures, especially, the sealed book of prophecy.”

Clarke says: “Many shall run to and fro. Many
shall endeavor to search out the sense; and knowl-
edge shall be increased by these means. This seems
to be the meaning of this verse, though another has
been put upon it; viz, ¢ Many shall run to and fro
preaching the gospel of Christ, and therefore relig-
ious knowledge and true wisdom shall be increased.”
This is"true n itself; but it is not the meaning of
the prophet’s words.”

Matthew Henry says: “They shall read it over
and over, shall meditate upon it; they shall dis-
course of it, talk it over, sift out the meaning of it,
and thus knowledge shall be increased.”

Gill says: “Many shall run to and fro and
knowledge shall be increased; that is, towards the
end of the time appointed, many shall be stirred
up to_inquire into these things delivered in this
book, and will spare no pains or cost to get a knowl-
edge of them; will read and study the Scriptures,
and meditate on them; compare one passage with
another, spiritual things with spiritual, in order to
obtain the mind of Christ; will carefully peruse
the writings of such, who have lived befors them,
who have attempted any thing of this kind; and
will go far and near to converse with persons that
have any understanding of such things; and by
such means, with the blessing of God upon
them, the knowledge of this book of prophecy will

*
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SIGNS OF THE TIMES. 11

be increased, and things will appear plainer and
clearer, the nearer the accomplishment of them is;
and especially when prophecy and facts can be
compared: and not only this kind of knowledge,
but knowledge of all spiritual things, of all evan-
gelical truths,"and doctrines, will be abundantly en-
larged at this time.,”

That there is a period when the church of Christ
is especially to look for the second advent, is evi-
dent. Many, however, take the ground thatit was
right for the early christians to look for Christ's sec-
ond coming in their day, that it has been scriptural
for the followers of Christ, ever since to expect his
coming in their day, and that nothing more, in this
respect, is required of the church at this time. But
the fact that the signs of Christ’s second coming
are given, shows the error of this view. How ab-
surd for past generations to expect the event, befo re
the signs were fulfilled.

That some of the early church received the idea
that Christ would come in their day, we do not de-
ny. And it is evident that the Thessalonian church
thus believed, from the fact that St. Paul in his
secoud epistle to them, corrects this error. The
Apostle says, “Now we beseech you, brethren, by
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our
gathering together unto him, that ye be not sopn
shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit,
nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the
day of Christ is at hand, . Let no man deceive you
by any means; for that day shall not come except
there come a falling away first, and that man of sin
be revealed, the son of perdition, who opposeth and
exalteth himself above all that is called God,” &e.
9 Thess. ii, 1~4.
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From this testimony we conclude that there were
those who taught the Thessalonians to expect the
second advent in their day. But Paul told them
not to be troubled with this idea, and warned them
against being deceived by it. He then stated that
the day of Christ would “not come, except there
come a falling away first, and that man of sin [Pa-
pacy] be revealed.” He pointed the church of
Christ over the period of the apostasy and 1260
years of Papal supremacy, down to 1798, and
guards all the way with his warning against being
deceived with the idea that Christ might come
during that period. And why did his warning
cease there? Answer. At that point, the time of
the end commenced, when the prophecy of Daniel
was to be unsealed, and when knowledge on the
subject of Christ’s coming was to increase.

What a beautiful harmony here is in the testi-
monies of the angel and Paul.- The angel said to
Daniel, #The words are closed up and sealed till
the time of the end.” Paul said to his brethren,
¢ Let no man deceive you, . . . that day shall not
come, except there come a falling*awey first, and
that man of sin be revealed.” The Apostle’s warn-
ing reaches down to the time of the end, where the
words are to be unsealed, and no farther. This
plainly shows that the last half century has been
the period for the subject of the period of the sec-
ond advent to be brought out, and this the only
time that the chureh could seripturally look for the
immediate coming of the Lord.

Thus we see the way was fully prepared for the
solemn warnings, symbolized by the angels’ mes-
sages of Rev. xiv, 6-12, to go forth to the inhab-
itants of the earth to prepare to meet the Lord.

SIGNS OF THE TIMES. 13

FIRST MESSAGE.

Jobn saw this angel “fly in the midst of heaven,
having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them
that dwell on the earth.” This angel says, “ Fear
God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his
judgment is come.” His message not only relates
to the Judgment, but also to the time of the Judg-
ment; therefore must symbolize a class of religious
teachers who proclaim’ a corresponding message.
Mark this: The angel does not symbolize a class of
men who are teaching that the Judgment is more
than a thousand years in the future, or that we may
know nothing of the time of its coming. But he
does symbolize that class who teach that the period
has come for the Judgment; therefore the first an-
gel's message has its fulfillment in the proclamation
of the immediate coming of our Lord Jesus Christ
which has been given to this generation,

Luther did not teach that the hour of the Judg-
ment had come. He looked forward for that event
ubout 800 years, This message, based on the book
of Daniel, could not have been given while that
book was closed up and sealed, which was the case
until 1798. T

But it may be said that the Advent movement
was not of God, because those engaged in it did
not realize all they expected. But if we had real-
ized all we expected in 1843, if Christ had then
come, where would the second and third angels
give their messages? Think of this. A disap-
pointment and delay is as necessary to fulfill this
chapter, as to expect and proclaim Christ’s coming.

Again, look at the shouting multitude who cried
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14 SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

Hosanna, when Christ meekly rode into Jerusalem.
‘Were their hopes realized? Not at all. They ex-
pected the Master to immediately ascend the throne
of David; but see him in a few days on the cross,
and the disciples scattered. Yet the whole display
was a fulfillment of Zech. ix, 9. “ Rejoice greatly,
O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusa-
lem: behold, thy king cometh unto thee: he is
just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon
an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass.”

The Pharisees wished the Master to rebuke the
disciples when they shouted in fulfillment of this
prophecy; but he replied, “I tell you that if these
should hold their peace, the stones would immedi-
ately cry out.” The whole plan was accerding to
the mind and Spirit of God. They had to cry
“ Hosanna” to fulfill the prophecy; yet all their ex-
pectations failed. So when the right time came for
the first angel’s message to be given, hundreds were
at once moved out to swell the note of warning.
God’s Spirit urged them out. And if they had held
their peace, ten thousand voices would have been
heard from the very stones, “ Fear God and give glo-
ry to himj for the hour of his judgment is come.”
1t may also be said that the Advent movement has
not been sufficiently extensive to be a fulfillment of
prophecy, and a forerunner of the second advent.
Please lock at the fulfillment of prophecy in the
preparatory work of the first advent.

“ The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness,
Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight in
the desert a highway for our God. Every valley
shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall

¥
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be made low; and the crooked shall be made strait,
and the rough places plain.” Isa. xl, 3.

This prophecy was fulfilled in the person of John
the Baptist, in his short and limited ministry. He
had neither printing-presses nor the benefit of rail-
road cars. DBut one voice was raised, and that in
the wilderness of Judea.

Hundreds of ministers of Christ have gone forth,
proclaiming the doctrine of the Second Advent;
and instead of one voice, thousands have been rais-
ed, until the earth has rung again with shouts of
“ Behold he cometh.” In 1843, six or eight Ad-
vent periodicals were published, and sheets and
tracts were scattered throughout the land like the
leaves of Autumn.

SECOND MESSAGE.

The second arngel’s message has also been given.
“And there followed another angel, saying, Babylon
is fallen, is fallen,” &c. This angel does not give
the burden of his message at the time of the first;
but follows after. It is a well known fact that the
burden of the first message was given from 1840
to the first part of 1844. It is also a fact that the
announcement, “ Babylon is fallen,” was made in
1844, and that the burden of that message, which
called fifty thousand from the different churches,
closed in the Autamn of 1844. This movement
being local, the angel is not said to make his proc-
lamation with a loud voice. But the first angel an-
nounces the hour of God’s judgment with a loud
voice. The fulfillment was a mighty movement,
which took hold of the public mind. The  solemn
announcement of the third angel is made with a
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16 SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

loud voice. And this is the period of the prepara-
tory work of another mighty movement, in fulfill-
ment of the third angel’s loud ery.

THIRD MESSAGE.

“And the third angel followed them with a loud
voice,” &e. See verses 9-12. This is another dis-
tinct message which follows the second, We have
stated that the barden of the second message closed
in the Autumn of 1844, ' That was the period of
confident expectation for the coming of the Lord,
and the great disappointment to those who loved
his appearing, A scene of severe trial has followed,
which has called for the patience of the saints.
Those who have stood firm have had “need of pa-
tience.” See Heb. x, 35-39. “ Here is the pa-
tience of the saints; here are they that keep the
Commandments of God and the Faith of Jesus.”
Verse 12, This is the closing part of the message
of the third angel, and perfectly applies to the peri-
od since 1844, This has been our time of patience.
And it is an interesting fact that in this pariod the
subject of the commandments of God has been agi-
tated by those who are waiting for the Lord. Com.-
mandment-keepers are, therefore, a sign of the im-
mediate coming of Christ; for the next event in the
prophecy is the Son of man on the white cloud
with a sharp sickle in his hand ready to reap the
barvest of the earth. See verse 14.

For a full exposition of this subject read a tract
of 150 pp., entitled the Three Angels of Rev. xiv,
6-12, for sale at the Office of the Advent Review
and Sabbath Herald.
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BRIEF EXPOSITION

OoF A

MATTHEW TWENTY-FOUR,

Tugr twenty-fourth chapter of Matthew, and the
first thirteen verses of the twenty-fifth chapter, con-
tain a prophetic discourse from our Lord Jesus Christ,
in which he speaks of the great events connected
with the people of God, from his first advent down
to his second coming. And this discourse was not
delivered before a promiscuous erowd, but at a pri-
vate interview between Christ and his disciples.

Verse 3. “And as he sat upon the mount of Ol-
ives, the disciples came unto him privately, saying,
Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall
be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the
world #”

The questions relate, first, to the destruction of
Jerusalem, [see verse 2,] and, second, to Christ’s
second coming and the end of the world, or Chris-
tian age. Notice in particular the caution given
by our Lord as he opens his mouth to answer these
questions.

Verse 4. “And Jesus answered and said unto
them, Take heed that no man deceive you.”

The subject of this discourse is one of vast im-
portance. And, probably, no subject has been
treated more blindly; no portion of the Book of
God handled more deceitfully, than the twenty-

o
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18 BRIEF EXPOSITION OF

fourth chapter of Matthew. Hence the fitness of
the warning, “ Take heed that no man dezeive you.”
While many apply the entire chapter to the de-
struction of Jerusalem, more spiritualize the stupen-
dous event of Christ’s second, personal coming in
glory, which is the great theme of this chapter. Yes,
death, conversion, the outpouring of the Holy Spir-
it, and even modern spirit manifestations by not a
few, are held forth from the pulpits of this day as
the second advent of Christ, Men may deceive,
but Christ will not. The mystical teachings of this
apostate age tend to confusion, and the blindness of
error; but when we adopt the plain and obvious
meaning of the words of the Son of God in this
chapter, we behold in them light, and a beautiful
harmony.

- We think it will appear evident, upon an inves-
tigation of this chapter, that from the fifth to the
fourteenth verse our Lord passes rapidly over the
Important events of the Christian age; that he gives
only a general deseription of the commotions iu the
natural and political world, the persecutions of the
church, and false prophets which should arise to de-
ceivethe church and world, down to the exp. And
that from the fifteenth verse and onward he gives
a more particular description of the great events of
the Christian age, connected with the people of
God, commencing at the destruction of Jerusalem.
Our Lord, from the fifth to the fourteenth verse,
first states what must, take place before his coming,
lest the event be looked for, and be proclaimed too
soon. - He also mentions signs in this chapter, by
which the church of the generation in which they

are fulfilled may know that his coming is near, even
at the doors.
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Verse 5. “ For many shall come in my name,
saying, I am Christ, and shall deceive many.
Buck, in his Zheological Dictionary, gives a list of
twenty-four false christs which have arisen in the
Christian age, and have deceived multitudes.

Verses 6-8. “And ye shall hear of wars, and
rumors of wars: see that ye be not troubled:. for all
these things must come to pass, but the end is not
yet. For nation shall rise against nation, and king-
dom against kingdom: and there shall be famines,
and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places.
Al these are the beginning of sorrows.”

The caution to the church, not to expect Christ's
coming too soon, is here apparent. There must be
wars and rumors of wars, but the end is not yet;
for mation must rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom. Famines, pestilences, and earth-
quakes in divers places must first come. Here 15 a
catalogue of them:

« By famine and sword 580,000 Jews were destroyed
between A, p. 96 and A, . 180.

« In Antioeh, from A. p. 96 to A. p. 180, earthquakes

destroyed 13 cities, and over 100,000 lives. 3
« In Rome, A. . 169, pestilence destroyed 10,000 dai-
1

«Tn Rome, A. n. 187, pestilence appeared and contin-
ued three years.

s In London, A. p. 310, by famine 40,000 died.

«1In A. p. 446, Sept. 17th, an earthquake shook down
the walls of Constantinople, and 57 towers fell.

«In Rome, A. D. 539, in one district 50,000 died.

«In Antioch, A« . 588, an earthquake killed 60,000.

« In A. p. 590, the plague killed 10,000 daily in Tur-
key.
N In A. p. 679, a severe famine in England three years.
«1In A, p. 717, in Constantinople, 300,000 died of plague.
« In A. 0. 1005, earthquakes three months, followed by
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20 BRIEF EXPOSITION OF

pestilence, by which it is said one third of the human
race died.

“In a. . 1077, in Constantinople, so many died by
plague and famine, the living could not bury them.

“In A, p. 1124, in Italy, there was such famine that
the dead lay in the streets not buried; and in England
one third of the people died of plague.

“In . D, 1294, in England thousands died of famine.

“In . . 1345, in London, 50,000 died of plague and
famine, and were buried in one grave-yard; in Norwich,
50,000; in Venice, 100,000; in Florence, 100,000; in east-
ern nations, 20,000,000. It was called the black death.

“In A. p. 1352, in China, 900,000 died of famine,

“In A. p. 1450, in Milan, 60,000 died of famine,

“In A, D, 1611, Constantinople; 200,000 died of plague.

“In A, . 1625, in London, 35,000 died of plague.

“In A. p. 1626, in Lyons, 600,000 died of plague.

“In A. ». 1665, in London, 68,000 died of plague.

“In A. D, 1755, in the East, an earthquake gestroyed
the city of Lisbon, killing 50,000. In Mitelene and the
Archipelago it shook down 2,000 houses. It shook all
the Spanish coast. The plague followed, which destroy-
ed 150,000 lives in Constantinople.’’

Verses 9, 10. “Then shall they deliver you up
to be afflicted, and shall kill you; and ye shall be
hated of all nations for my name’s sake. ~ And then
shall many be offended, and shall betray one anoth-
er, and shall hate one another.”

Here is a brief description of the afflictions and
martyrdom of the church. Hundreds of thousands
of the faithful followers of Jesus were most cruelly
put to death in the days of Pagan Rome, yet the
prophecy doubtless applies more particularly to the
long period of Papal persecutions, in which not less
than fifty millions of the saints of the Most High
were put to death in the most eruel manner wicked
men and demons could invent. In these verses we
are brought down over the long period of the mar-

Vigitized by t
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tyrdom of the church of Jesus Christ to near the
present generation.

FALSE PROPHETS.

Verse 11.  “And many false prophets shall arise,
1 deeeive many.” :
an%ljgigrc}phets of Gog foretell future events, belrl:lg
instrusted by good angels, and the power off. tt )
Holy Spirit. False prophets also foretell fu u];e
events, by the agency of wicked spirits, and the
power of Satan. It is true that false prophets ha;e
existed in all past time, but we must regard the
present period as abounding with them. Heire
arises a host of spirit mediums, who are false
rophets.
: Fealse prophets may be known. They propheiy
peace. “And mine hand shall be upon the proph-
ets that see vanity, and that divine lies; . . . be-
cause they have seduced my peop!g., saying, ‘ ‘peace,
and there was no peace.” Eze. xiii, 9,10. “They
have healed also the hurt of the daugllllter Otth:ry;
slightly, saying, peace, peace, when
Eviipllli pgace.’}: JZr. g;i,plti. “Behold the proph-
ets say unto them, Ye shall not see the sword, nei-
ther shall ye have famine. . . . Then the Lord salf’];
unto me, the prophets prophesy lies in my name.
Chap. xiv, 13, 14. ! &
It is the duty of those whom the Lord calls
speak in his name, to ery aloud and spare not.
“Shew my people their transgressions,” saith the
Lord. “Sound an alarm.” “ Let all the inhabit-
ants of the land tremble; for the day of the Lord
cometh.” Preach the word.”  Reprove, rebuke,
exhort.” 2 Tim.iv, 1, 2} Joel ii, 13 Isa. lvii, 1.

N
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Said Paul. “For the time will come when they
will not endure sound doctrine,” . . . and they
shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shail
be turned unto fables.” That time has come. The
people love the deceptive teachings of false proph-
ets, and “say to the seers, see not, and to the proph-
ets, prophesy not unto us right things, speak unto
us smooth things, prophesy deceits.” Isa. xxx, 10,
The ears of the people are filled with the pleasing
fable of the world’s conversion—a good time com-
Ing-—just entering upon the golden age. The threat-
enings of God’s word on the proud, the haughty,
the vain, the rich, “the sinners in Zion,” and ghose;
out of Zion, are kept back by the false teachers of
these times. Many of them even dare to teach that
the Moral Code of Laws given by Jehovah, the Ten
Commandments, is abrogated. "And as the result

of such a cowrse, and of such teaching, what do we see?
Ans, In the professed church of Jesus Christ, :

INIQUITY ABOUNDS.

Verse 12. “And because iniquity shall abound
the love of many shall wax eold” Do you say’
reader, that the iniquity, here mentioned, is not in the
churches, but in the world? Then we reply, that in
that case its influence would be to lead the church-
es to more godliness, But in this case, the love of
many waxes cold, showing that this iniquity abounds
in the very heart of the churches.

The Genesce Evangelist says, « ion is i
mourning.  The H0'19y Spi?i};S]'Jas?:)It‘; %ilgilzelg 11; :ss‘itﬁt?o(l)-f

mer years, and we have great cause for deep humiliation

in view of the sins, the worldliness, and spiri indi
ference of most of :mr churches.” : Pt s

Mr. O. Scott, Wesleyan Methodist, says, “ The church
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is as deeply infected with a desire for worldly gain, as
the world.

«The churches are making a god of this world.

« Most of the denominations of the present day might
be called churches of the world, with more propriety
than churches of Christ. ;

«The churehes are so far gone from primitive Christi-
anity that they need a fresh regeneration—a new kind
of religion.

«They have gone over to the world and have opposed
what the world opposed.”

A writer in the New York Tribune, speaking of fash-
jonable worship, says, “ Now the worshipers oue after
another glide in, silks rattle, glumes wave, satins glisten,
diamonds glitter, and scores of forty dollar handkerchiefs
shake out their perfumed odors| What absurdity to

reach the gospel of the lowly Nazarite to such a set!
Ii‘he clergyman knows better than to do so. He values
his fat salary’ and handsome parsonage too highly. So,
with a velvety tread, he walks all around the Ten Com-
mandments—places the downiest pillow under the dying

rofligate’s head, and ushers him with geraphic hymning
into an UPPER TEN heaven.”

Says the Golden Rule, « The Protestants are out-doing
the Popes in splendid, extravagant folly in church build-
ing. Thousands on thousands are expended in gay and
costly ornamentals to gratify pride, and a wicked ambi-
tion, that might and should go to redeem the perishing
millions! Does' the evil, the folly, and the madness of
these proud, formal, fashionable worshipers stop here?

«These splendid monuments of popish pride, upon
which millions are squandered in our cities, virtually ex-
clude the poor, for which Christ died, and for whom he
came especially to preach. :

«No wonder God withholds his holy influences! No
marvel the heavens are brass, and the earth ironl

« Go into one of these fashionable, costly, highly orna-
mented, popular church edifices, what do you see and
hear? Christ? Sinners weeping between the porch and
the altar? Do you? ¢ Wo to the crown of pride, ‘Wo
unto the idle shepherds,’ «Wo to you ye blind guides,’
¢ Wo nnto them that are at ease in Zion.? Wo, wo, wo.”’

for Adventist Research
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Says Charles Beecher, « Oh, woful day! Oh, unhappy
church of Christ! Fast rushing round and round the fa-
tal circle of absorbing ruin.”?

Says Dr. Gifford, “The world! the world! the world!
This is the object which engrosses every care; this is the
supreme deity that is adored. Buy and sell, and get
gain—out with the thoughts of death—away with the
Judgment and heaven—my farms, my merchandise; I
will have them, though the earth trembles under my feet,
and heaven weeps blood upon my head|*’

Says the Christian Herald, « It is a fact that about in
the same ratio that the cause of experimental religion de-
clines, immorality and vice increase.”

The Philadelphia Times says, « Honesty has fled from
the world, and Sincerity has fallen asleep. Piety has
hidden herself, and Justice cannot find the way. The
helper is not at home, and Charity lies sick. Benevo-
lence is under arrest, and Faith is nearly extinguished.
The Virtues go a begging, and Truth has long since been
buried. Credit is turned lazy, and Conscience is pinned
to the wall.”

The North American says, « From the terrible eviden-
ces of human deprayity which develop themselves from
day to day, we begin to think that our cities are rapidly
descending to the level of Sodom and Gomorrah,”

Says the Hornelsville Times, « The records of the past
have never presented a more fearful and corrupt state of
society than now exists.”

The Now York Chronicle says, « Never was crime more
ram({)ant. than now.  Garroting, burglary, stabbing, fraud,
lewdness, forgery, embezzlement, and every imaginable

form of wrong, cruelty, and murder meet us at every
turn.”

THE END.

Verse 14.  “But he that shall endure unto the
end the same shall be saved.” This doesnot mean
death, but the end of the age, the end, associated in
the New Testament with the second coming of
Christ. The disciples did not ask their Lord in

D
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se 3, when they should die; but  when shall
Zlilas: thi’ngs be? agd what shall be the sign of
thy coming, and of the end of the world # Nei-
ther did our Lord teach them in verse 15 that when
the gospel of the kingdow should be preached In
all the world;then they would die. No, no. The
end mentioned in this chapter is the end of the
wo’i‘ll(}e love of many has waxed cold. Moral dark-
ness, like the pall of death, is spread over the .world,
and iniquity, in almost every form, abounds in the
professed church of Jesus Christ. © But he that
shall endure unto the end;” shall press his way
through the moral darkness of this apostate age;
shall fight the fight of faith, and with the mighty
armor of heaven vanquish all his foes; he will win
the crown. % The same shall be saved.” Blessed
promise! Saved from all his foes! For ever saved
in the kingdom of God! ;

Verse 14. “And this gospel of the kingdom
shall be preached in all the world, fora v’v’x_tness unto
all nations, and then shall the end come,

The preaching of the gospel of the kingdom as a
witness to all nations, is the first mentioned sign of
the end. And is this work nearly accomplished ?

Those who teach a temporal millennium think
the great work but just begun. They would have
the gospel preached to all nations, every individual
hear it, believe it, obey it, and become holy by it.
What then? The end? No, not for 1000 yearsat
least. Not until the world enjoys a sinless period
of 1000 years. But our Lord says nothing of the
conversion of the world, or any portion of the hu-
man family, in this verse. He siwply declares,

for Adventist Research
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1. “And this gospel of the kingdom shall
preached in all the world, i

“ 2 s
2. “For a witness unto all nations,

3. “And then (not 1000 years aft y
shall the end con(le.” - i ey’

If we understand “this gospel of the kingdom”
to be the gospel in the common acceptation of the
word, is not the work very nearly accomplished ?

“J. O. Choules, author of the greatest wo
lished on missions, giving their ﬁistory, fronlr'xkt%‘;eristz-
tolic age down to the present day, being asked. in May
1842, if he knew of any nation which had never receiv-
ed the gospe}, repl§ed that he did not. Mr. James,agent
of the Americar Bible Society, being asked the ques?ion
gave the same answer. ' Nathan Bangs, for many yearé
at the head of the Methodist missionary operations, was
asked the same questions, and replied that he believed
there was a tribe somewhere in the Northwest coast of
North America to whom the gospel had never been
prez;wihed.’t g ‘;I‘hat was twelve years ago.”

“ Is not this signalready accomplished? Bi -
lated into more than 200 iﬁ‘erentplanguagegl}rﬁfsgg::-
ries sent among all nations known to us on the globe
ol 5 };[‘he gospel has now spread over the four quar-

rs of the globe. It beganin Asia. In the Apostle’s
days, that quarter was full of light. From thence it went
into Africa; and, for a number of centuries, Africa
stretehed out her hands unto God. Eurape, too, "has had
a long visitation of gospel blessings; an now America
the last quarter of the globe, is reaping a harvest of souls

for the last day. The gospel, like the sun, arose in the

East, and will set in the West.”” = Miller's Lestures,

But if “this gospel of the kingdom” be under-
stood as applying to that portion of the gospel
which relates to the coming and kingdom of Christ,
the fulfillment is equally evident. And it seems nec-
essary %0 8o understand the passage, asit was spoken
in answer to the question, “ What shall be the sign

[(
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of thy coming, and of the end of the world? It
is this gospel which is to be preached as a witness
unto all nations.

The whole gospel plan embraces the promise of
the Saviour, his birth, his life, his death, his resur-
rection, his ascéhsion, and his coming again in glo-
ry. But the subject of this chapter is his glorious
appearing, hence, “this gospel of the kingdom,”
mentioned in verse 14, is the glad tidings of his
second coming.

Campbell’s translation of this verse confirms our
view of this subject. “And this good tidings of
the reign shall be published through all the world,
for the information of all nations, and then shall
come the end.” Whiting’s version also gives the
same idea. “And this good news of the kingdom
will be preached in all the world, for a testimony to
all nations, and then will the end come.”

And we must regard the “everlasting gospel of
Rev. xiv, 6, 7, as being the same as © this gospel of
the kingdom” of Matt. xxiv, 14, “And 1 saw an-
other angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the
everlasting gospel to preach to them that dwell on
the earth, and to every mation, and kindred, and
tongue, and people, saying with a loud voice, Fear
God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his
Judgment is come: and worship him tha made
heaven and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of
waters.”

«Joseph Wolfe D. D, according to his Journals, be-
tween the years 1821, and 1845, proclaimed the Lord’s

speedy advent in Palestine, Egypt, on the shores of the
Red Sea, Mesopotamia, the Crimea, Persia, Georgia;
throughout the Ottoman Empire, in Greece, Arabia, Tur-
kistan, Bokara, Affghanistan, Cashmera, Hindostan, Thi-
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bet; in Holland, Scotland and Ireland, at Constantinople,

eranean, and at New York City to all denominations.
He declares he has preached among Jews, Turks, Ma-
hommedans, Parsees, Hindoos, Chaldeans, Yescede, Syr-
ians, Sabeans, and Pachas, Sheiks, Shahs, the kings of
Organtsh, and Bokara, the queen of Greece, etc.. and of
his extraordinary labors, the Jnvestigator says, ‘ No indi-
vidual has perhaps given greater Eublicity to the doc-
trine of the second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, than
this well known missionary to the world. Wherever he
goes, he {)roclaims the approaching advent of the Mes-
siah in glory.’ >— Voice of the Ohurch, pp. 343-4.

“One or two on every quarter of the globe have pro-
claimed the news and agree in the time.” Wolfe, of Asia;
Irving, late of England; Mason, of Scotland; Davis, of
South Carolina; and quite a number in this region are,
or have been, giving the cry.”’—Millor’s Lectures,

“We find this doctrine in Tartary, about twenty-five
years ago, and the time for the coming of Christ to be in
1844, This fact is obtained from an Irish missionary in
Tartary to whom the question was put by a Tartar priest
¢ When Christ would come the second time? And he
made answer that he knew nothing at all about it. The
Tartar priest expressed great surprise at such an answer
from a missionary who had come to teach them the doc-
trines of the Bible—and remarked, ¢he thought that ev-
ery body might know that, who had a Bible.” The Tar-
tar priest then gave his views stating that Christ, he
thought, would come about 1844. The missionary wrote
home a statement of the facts, which was published in
the <Irish Magazine’ in 1821.”

“ Joseph Wolfe, gives some singular testimony to the
widely diffused doctrine of the Lord’s second ‘coming.
The work in which it is found is styled, ¢Dr. Wolfe’s
Mission to Bokhara.’ He traveled in Arabia Felix,
through the region inhabited by the descendants of Ho-
bab, Moses’ father-in-law. In Yemen, he saw a book
which he mentions thus:

“¢The Arabs of this place have a book called Seera,
which treats of the sccond coming of Christ, and his reign
in gloryl®

Jerusalem, St. Helena, also on shipboard in the Medit-
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«Surely our learned mis-calied ¢ divines’ should know
as much of the second coming of Christ as the Arabs!
In Yemen he spent six days with the Rechabites. ¢ They
drink no wine, plant no vineyards, sow no seed, live in
tents, and remember the words of Jonadab the son ‘of
Rechab. With them were children of Israel, of the tribe
of Dan, who reside near Terim in Hatramawt, who expect
in common with the children of Rechab the speedy arrival of
the Messiah inthe clouds of heavenl®

«In Bokhara the Jews called on Mr. Wolfe. They ask-
ed him to sing an Hebrew melody. e sang in a plain-
tive strain the 137th Psalm.

“ By the waters of Babylon we sat down,
And wept when we remembered Zion,” &e.

« Then they together, sang ¢ the hymn of the Jews in
Turkistan.”

“ The King our Messiah shall come,

The Mighty of the mighty is He.

The King, the King, the King, our Messiah shall come,
The blessed of the blessed is He.

The King, the King, our Messiah,

The Great One of the great is He.”*

An English writer, Mourant Brock says: «It is not
merely in Great Britain that the expectation of the near
return of the Redeemer is entertaived, and the voice of
warning raised, but also in America, India, and on the
Continent of Europe. I was lately told by one cf onr
German missionaries, that in Wertemberg, there isa
Christian colony of several hundreds, one of the chief
features of which is the looking for the second advent.
And a Christian minister from near the shores of the
Caspian Sea has told me, that there is the same daily ex-
pectation among his nation. They constatly speak of it
as ‘the day of consolation.’ In a little publication en-
titled ¢ The Millennium,” the writer says that he under-
stands in America about 300 ministers of the word are
thus preaching ¢ this gospel of the kingdom;® whilst in
this country, he adds, about 700 of the Church of Eng-
land are raising the same cry.”
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“In one shape or other, this cry has gone abroad
through the earth wherever human beings are found, and
we have had opportunity to hear of the fact Within the
last six years, publications, treating on the subject, have
been sent to nearly every English and American mis-

sionary station on the globe; to all, at least, to which we |

have had access.”’—.ddvent Shidld,

“At our late Camp-meeting near the head of Cones-
con Lake, C. W., Bro. Perry of Darlington, remarked in
his discourse, that in passing up Lake Ontario recently,
he found a gentleman on the Boat lately from Russia.
Bro. Perry inquired of him whether the people had heard
anything in Russia, on the second coming of Christ, the
end of the world in ’43, &c. He said he had, and that
the doctrine had generally been proclaimed there, but
none but the poorer class of the people believed it. Sim-
ilar reports have come from every quarter of the globe
within a few years past; and it very conclusively shows
the fulfillment of the following words of Inspiration:
‘And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all
the world, for a witness unto all nations; and then shall
the end come,’ Mautt. xxiv, 14; Rev. xiv,6,7.” Voice of
Truth.

rd
“ On this subject the American Millenarian some time
since remarked: ‘THE ENGLISE OHUROHES AWAKING.
Christians in the establishment, and in the various
dissenting churches in England, Scotland, and Treland,
are now aroused beyond any former example.)” Mid-

night Cry, Nov, 30, 1842,

F. G. Brown writes thus; « During our Conference
(New Bedford, Mass.) we were favored among other
good brethren whom we love, with the presence of Bro.

Hutchinson, of Montreal, Editor of the Voice of Elijah. «

His powerful presentation of Seripture truth, and his
brief recital of what he had suffered in its defense.
thrilled every heart, and drew the silent tear from many
an eye. Bro. H. occupies the most favorable position for
distributing the light throughout the British Possessions
and Europe. Having a large acquaintance in Europe,
and as papers can be sent from the Canadas thither free
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tage, he has embraced every opportunity of send-

ggp 0l;,r % éupplies by each returning steamship. He has

forwarded them to the Canadas, Nova Scotia, New

Brunswick, Newfoundland, England, Ireland, Scotland,

fales, France, Germany, Constantinople, Rome, &,
»  Midnight Cry, Feb. 15, 1844.

«How e Lorp works—A brother, the Captain of a
v;gsel’ now in England, writes his friends that his vessel
r at N ewport, in Wales, 40 days, on account, ofl storms,
during which time a continued concourse of individuals
thronged him to inquire about the coming of the Lord,
having heard that he was an Adventist. Among these
ministers and laymen, that received the t}'uth glad-
7, and embraced it with all their hearts.” Signs of the
mes, Feb. 14, 1844.
" R, Hutchinson writes, « T send about 1500 copies of the *
Voice of Elijah (an Advent paper) to Europe every f?"F'
night {esides what I scatter over the Provinces. This
[ have done regularly for the last four or five monihs,
The result eternity will unfold.” Midnight Cry, Oct. 5,

“iﬁt}mm‘ mouses—A friend of ours, Capt_. H., ha§ just

refirned from a long tour, in visiting the principal light-

houses in the U. S., to supply them with oil. Before he

left Boston on his way South, he took a good stock of

ht from our office. And hsv has t]:ereby scatte:‘edvél‘;e

¢ entire coast. We trust many a weary voy=

nghf #;%%ighlight, will be guided i%ito the port of life.””
m of the Times, March 15, 1842.

A' it will be asked, < 1f the news that such a truth
532:(!11‘;6‘5:%5 a sufficient proclamation to fulfill the
pro phecy?” Rev. xiv, 6, 7; Matt. xxiv, 14. The answer

: it was sufficient in the days of the apostles, it is
now. That it was, then, is clear 1};1}1 Acts xix, 8;1{2

W ched or taught in hesus, tWo years, s

'M:ﬂpt?ll:}ypi;eaj&sia, both %ews anﬁ Greeks, heard the

- word of Jesus. They could not all have heard a sermon,

it they heard the sound of the gospel. In this sense I

have no doubt, but the gospel of the kingdom is preached
inall the world.” Signs of the Times, Nov. 15,1843
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“WHEN SHALL THESE THINGS BE?”
. Our Lord having passed over the important events
in the Christian age down to the end, in verses 5—
léi, next]introduces the destruction of Jerusalem,
at verse 15, in answer inquiry, “
v thingé s to the inquiry, “ When shall

Verses.15—20. “When yo, therefore, shall see
the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel
the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso read-
eth, let him understand,) then let them which be
in Judea flee into the mountains: let him which is
on the house-top not come down to take anything
«out of his house: neither let him which is in the
field return back to take his clothes, And wo un-
to thqm that are with child, and to them that give
suck in those days! But pray ye that your flioht
be not in the Winter, neither on the Sabbath-da?r.”

The “abomination of desolation” mentioned in
verse 15, is called ¢ armies” in Luke xxi, 20, refer-
ing to the Romans. “And when ye shall see Jeru-
salem compassed with armies, then know that the
desolation thereof is nigh.”

This desolating power is spoken of by Daniel the
prophet. “And the people of the prince that shall
come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary’; and
the end thereof shall be with a flood, and’unto
the end of the war desolations are determined, . . .
And for the overspreading of abominations, he shall
make it desolate, even until the consummation, and
that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.”
Margin, “desolator,”  Dan. ix, 26, 27. Here is a
clear prophecy of the destruction of Jerusalem by
the Roman armies. - Our Lord referred his disciples
to the book of Daniel, and taught them to read and
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understand, and when they saw what was there pre-
dicted take place, they must make their escape.

Verse 21. % For then shall be- great tribulation,
such as was not since the beginning of the world to
this time, ne, nor ever shall be.”

We take the position tbat the “ tribulation” here
mentioned is the tribulation of the church of Jesus
Christ, and not that of the Jews at the destruction
of Jerusalem, and offer the following reasons:

1. Tt is a fact that the tribulation of the Christian
church, especially under the reign of Papacy, was
greater than God’s people had suffered before,
“sinee the beginning of the world.” Fifty millions
were cruelly put to death by the Papacy alone. But
it is not true that the tribulation of the Jews at the
destruetion of Jerusalem was the greatest tribulation
the world ever witnessed. How much greater was
the tribulation of the inhabitants of the cities of the
plain when God rained on them fire and brimstone
from heaven ! or, when God destroyed all men on
the face of the globe, save eight souls, by the flood !

2. We believe that the tribulation of the Chris-
tian church has been greater than it will ever be
again, True, a time of trouble, “such as never
was,” spoken of in Dan. xii, 1, is coming upon the
world; but we find in the same verse this blessed
promize, “And at that time thy people shall be de-
livered.” But we cannot believe that the tribula-
tion of the Jews at the destruction of Jerusalem was
greater than the world will ever witess, No, the
vials of Jehovah’s unmingled wrath are yet to be
poured out, not upon thousands of one city, or the
people of one nation only, but upon the gulty mill-
ions of all nations. “The slain of the Lord shall ba

3
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at that day from one end of the earth, even unto

the other end of the earth; they shall not be la- -

mented, neither gathered, nor buried.” Jer. xxv, 33
3. If this tribulation be applied to the Jews, or
iny other class of unbelieving men, it cannot be
warmonized with Dan. xii, 1, which speaks of the
time of trouble such as never was, when Michael
shall stand up, Certainly, there cannot be two times
of trouble, at different periods, greater than ever
WA, 0. ovon would be. Therefore we apply the
tribulation” spoken of in Matt. xxiv, 21, 29 to th
church of Christ, extending down th;oug’h the 1268
years of Papal persecution; and the “ trouble” men-
Egr:;d In Dan, xii, 1, to the unbelieving world, to
” }r)re}i:)er;)ce(_l gy tgle:lpbml the future, ‘
! eriod of tribulation was s
(t;l(]ie? elerI(‘z}tl’: s;ke. ) W]};O are the elect hg): t;l]l:gtiggf
ews? No, their h
nounced desolate, they ’were left;m:)ﬁfe (};zg biexf ntﬁ?
hardness of heart, and blindness of mind, and evelr
St. Paul said, “ Lo, we turn to the Gentifes y Thn
Zlect were the followers of our Lord Jesus Christe
th!;dJe:;g?m Tvlvlzr; ht:;};i v(;henﬂtlribulation was upon.
g to the mountains, H
absurd, then, to say thatethe days of th, wibulation
of the Jews in the city of Jerule s i .
for the sake of the ele}(;t who had (;Irgdv}ile;ﬁrtef ¥
of tnb’Il‘l}llatlon to the mountains i
5. The connection between
shows that the tribulation w:: tge?:gnﬁgn: Py
with tEose Christians who were to flee out zfex;le]n
city. “But pray ye that your flight be not in th:

Winter, neither on th .
be grea,t tribul;t?:n,” ;Eabbath-day ; for then shall
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Our Lord here speaks of the tribulation which

his people would suffer from the time of their flight
onward. We follow them in their flight to the
mountains, and then pass along down through the
noted persecutions of the ct arch of God under Pa-
gan Rome, and we see, inCeed, tribulation, And
when we come to the period of Papal pérsecution,
we see from fifty to one hundred and fifty millions
of the saints of the Mos' High suffering the most
arval tortures, and dying the most dreadful deaths
tha. w'~ked men and demons could inflict. This
last peiy: . is especially noted in prophecy.
" The prophe* Daniel saw the Papacy, its blasphe-
y, its arrogavce, its work of death on the saints,
and its duration as a persecuting power, under ‘the
symbol of the little horn. “And he shall speak
gieat words against the Most High, and shall wear
out the saints of the Most High, and think to change
fimes and laws: and they shall be given into his
hand until a time and times and the dividing of
time.” Chap. vii, 25.

It is so generally admitted that “a time and
fimes and the dividing of time,” is 1260 years, that
we shall not here offer any proof on the point.
Commencing the 1260 years A. . 538, they reach
t0 4. p. 1798, when Berthier, a French general, en-
tered Rome and took it. The Pope was taken pris-
oner and shut up in the Vatican. The Papacy was
stripped of its civil power. Here ended the period
of tribulation spoken of by our Lord, which was

SHORTENED FOR THE ELECT’S SAKE.

Verse 22. “And except those days should be
shortened, there should no flesh be saved; but for
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the elect’s sake those days shall be shortened.” The
Papacy was clothed with civil power to punish her-
etics for 1260 years, and had not the period of trib-
ulation of the elect in the providence of God been
shortened, the martyrdom of the church would have
continued to 1798, in which_event, in all human
probability, no flesh of the elect would have been
saved. But the reformation under Martin Luther,
and those associated with the mighty reformer,
modified this tribulation, and continued to restrain
the rage, and consume the power of the Papacy un-
til 1700, since which time, according to all church
history, there has been no general persecution
against the church.

Reader, where are we brought in this prophetic
discourse of our Lord? Ans. Down into the eigh(-
eenth century, very near the present time. Wo
should naturally expect, then, that the instructions
and warnings of the next verse would be applicable
to this generation.

Verses 23, 24. ¢ Then if any man shall say un-
to you, Lo, here is Christ, or there, believe it not.
For thero shall arise false christs, and false proph-
ets, and shall show great signs and wonders, inso-
much that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the
very elect.”

Here is a description of the spiritual deception of
the present age. False christs arose mot far from

the first advent of Christ, to deceive the Jews in

regard to that event; [see verse 53] likewise, false
christs and false prophets have arisen at this day to
deceive the people on the subject of the second ad-
vent. The Shakers say, ¢ Lo, here is Christ.” His
second coming is in the person of Ann Lee. Lo,
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he is there,” cry most of the popular ministers of
these times. * Hissecond coming is at the conver-
sion of sinners, or at the death of saints.” So they
have as many second comings of Christ as there are
sinners converted, and saints die. Senseless.t.heol-
this! “Lo here,” exclaim a host of Spiritual-
ists, and they “ show great signs and wonders.” If
possible they would deceive the very elect. And
we regard it as a safe conclusion that they will yet
deceive all others but the elect.
Verses 25, 26. “Behold, I have told you be-
fore. Wherefore, if they shall say unto you, Be-
hold, he is in the desert, go not forth; behold, he
isin the secret chambers, believe it not.” Our Lord
is here dwelling upon what he had just before told
them, His subject is still the teachings of thos?,
who say, “Lo, here is Christ!” “ Lo, he is there !”
If the Mormons say, “Behold he is in the desert,
at Salt Lake city, “go not forth,” yet many of their
disciples have gone. Or, if you hear proclaimed
from the lips of the professed minister of Jesus, “Be-
hold, he is in the secret chamber,” Christ’s second
eoming is spiritual, at death, or at conversion, jbe-
lieve it not. And why not believe such mystical
teachings? The reason is given in the next verse.
And we greatly rejoice that our Lord has not only
pointed out false christs and false prophets, apd has
warned us against their teachings, but he has in con-
trast set before us the manner of his second coming
i the plainest terms. va
Verses 27, 28. “For as the lightning cometh
out of the East, and shineth even unto the West, so
shall also the coming of the Son of man be. For

e
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wheresoever the careass is, there will the eaoles be
gathered together.” i
When “the Son of man shall come in the glory
of his Father,” and all the holy angels with him,
the whole heavens will blaze with g1ory, and the
whole earth will tremble before him. Said the an-
gels to the men of Galiles who were anxiously view-
Ing their ascending Lord, “Why stand ye gazing
up into heaven ! this same Jesus which is taken u;)
from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner
as ye have seen him go into heaven.” Acts i 11,
Said Paul, “For the Lord himself shall descend
from heaven.” 1 Thess. iv, 16. ¢ Behold, he com-
9{;}; with clouds, and every eye shall see him.” Rev.
Lifids
_ Verses 29-31.  “ Immediately after the tribula-
tion of those days shall the sun be darkened, and

the moon shall not give her light, and the stars

shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heay-
ens shall be shaken. And then shall appear the
sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall
all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see
the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven,
with power and great glory, And he shall send
his angels with a great sound of a trumpet; and
they shall gather together his elect from the four
winds, from one end of heaven to the other,”

We have before seen that our Lord speaksin this
chapter of the long period of tribulation upon his
followers, and wa have also seen how those days of
tribulation” were shortened for the elect’s sake,  Im-
mediately after the tribulation' of those days shall
the sun be darkened,” &e. We refer the reader to
the noted dark day of May 19th, 1780, as the ful-
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fillment of this declaration. Mark this. It does
not read, after those days, but “ after the ¢ribula-

tion of those days” The days [1260 years, Dan.

vil, 25] reached to 1798, eighteen years this side of
the dark day in 1780. Mark xiii, 24 makes this
point still plainer. “But in those days, after that

‘tribulation, the sun shall be darkened.” That is,

before the 1260 years closed, but after the tribula-
“tion, or martyrdom of the saints ceased, the sun was
darkened. Those who would point to the future,
or to the past, prior to the eighteenth century, for
the darkening of the sun here mentioned, will do
well to read again Mark xiii, 24. “But in those
days, after that tribulation, the sun shall be dark-
‘ned.”

«THE SUN SHALL BE DARKENED.”

“A somethine strikingly awful shall forewarn that the
wcrldswlﬁf com% to an e%x , and that the last day is even
af the door.”>—Martin Luther.

* In May 19th, 1780, there was a remarkable ful-
fillment of the predicted darkening of the sun; and
in reference to the facts and date, thers can be no
‘doubt; for, besides the historical accounts, which
all agree, there are many now living who witnessed
it, and can testify to it.
« In the month of May, 1780, there was a very terrific
dark day in New England, when ¢all faces seemed to
ather biackness.’ and the people were filled with fear.
ﬁ'here was greaf distress in the village where Edward
Teee lived: ¢ men’s hearts failing them for fear’ that the
judgment day was at hand, and the neighbors all flocked
‘around the holy man; for his lamp was trimmed, and
shining brighter than ever, amidst the unnatural dark-
ness, Happy and joyful in God, he pointed them to
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their only refuge fro
- 18 m the wrath to come, ¢
gloomy howrs in earnest prayer for the dis&r;(slsise;tuﬂjie-

tude.”’— 77
irin 58 ract No. 319 of Am. Tract Society— Life of Ed-

“The 19th of Ma
f May, 1780, was a remar :
Si‘il:ﬂlzg;} Zivzr'e lighted din mz;nv houses.m’ll(‘zt;l};)ggsk \32}1
isappeared. The fowls reti .
]\;v;:dthe lgfn(}r‘a.l opinion that the day of] T]:T]((iigtr(;lel:t? Svs' .
Hartf:ord lfut ff’:;i ;t;;z 1?1f (Eontnecticut was in sessiozS :2
riford, by ‘unable to transact busi jour
ed.”— President Duwight, in Cf, Historicalucs’:)?liztsi;%Oum-

s ls)}?gleed‘fl'groé ggayl lli?tlz., 1780.—The sun rose clear,
i ral hours; at 1 k me
gzz;cast Wl.th clouds, and by 10 o’i?«)gctllzj tAheBiL}t’hbedfame
wolrk vivrzlls t%uc)ii zﬁ to oceasion the farmers to .l’eavia ta;;(la\';
Jok thei: ro(:)sté E'i:;lc(li {)et;re to their dwellings; fowis
X efore no i i

essary to the transaction of busine(;:,wgi%]ﬁits gf)zilsne ".]I‘elf .
5 e

darkness continued thr
o T Mass.‘ ed through the day.”—Gage's History

“Anniversary of the Dark D
nivers g, —
:ch. 1780, is thus described by 3{]L[r.’IS‘lt]c‘fnda'rk oof May
i ojt‘["feverly: ¢, in his Histo-
“The sun rose clear, but soo
y n assumed
%}l]):légrfr?esosclocl_(, A. M., it became unisgﬁls;ydg;]lg
fio ek s continued to increase till about one 0’clock.
by neeesgan to decrease. During this time candleso}g .
g sary. The birds disappeared and were sil "
sk az (;vsy;tot ]El_lelr 1:'oosts, the cocks crew as at ldzl;t,
real, ything bore the appearan, £
night. The alarm produced by this umclguaalidagll)z%? gf

the heavens
e vens, was great.”’— Portsmouth Journal, May 20th,

“In the dark day, Ma; X
i » May 19th, 1780,

%)Jgrr,eéltxgstl}[_a degﬁe c%oud for three :):lf}:m]-] iz:;err;s Ll
] g this time, the clouds were tinged wi rellow
f:s olr) fzilntaie;il(,’ fo(ri hmIlrs, for which ngo satv;;;:ctaog’ye(l:l;uv:;

: ssigned. I stood and view e
non, but had not any fear that the Worlj(ivta};e c};l:sﬁ)o;n ;3(:

g

an end.”—%,
i Webster, LE. D.—New Haven Daily Her-
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«The following deseription of the extraordinary dark

* day was given by Dr. Adams, on the 27th of May, 1780,

eight days after 1t occurred. He writes:

« We had a very extraordinary phenomenon, the 19th
day of this month. In the morning it was rainy till
about 9 o’clock, when the clouds brokeaway and the sun
appeared, but very red. After nine the clouds grew very
thick, with the wind from South-west in breezes: at half

ast ten it was uncommonly dark, the clouds appearing
of a yellow hue. At eleven, the public gchool was dis-
‘missed, it being so dark that no person could read or
write. It continued to grow darker till twelve, when it
was so dark we could not tell one person from another
in a room with three large windows in it. In short, it
‘was midnight darkness at noon-day. .« . . Thousands

of people who could not account for it from natural caus-

es, were greatly terrified; and indeed it cast a uniyersal

ﬁlloom on the earth. The frogs and nighthawks began
eir notes.”

«From Robert Sears’ Guide to Knouledge, published in
New York, 1844, we extract the following: ‘On the 19th
of May, 1780, an uncommon darkness took place all over
New England, and extended to Canada. It continued
about fourteen hours, or from ten o’clock in the morning
till midnight. The darkness was o great, that people
were unable to read common print, or tell the time of
the day by their watches, or to dine, or transact their
ordinary ‘business without the light of candles. They
became dull and gloomy, and some were excessively
frichtened. - The fowls went to T00st. Objects could not
be distinguished but at a very little distance, and ev-
erything bore the appearance of gloom and night. Sim-

* ilar days have occasionally been known, though inferior
in the degree or extent of their darkness. The causes of
these phenomena are unknown. They certainly were

not the resuls of eclipses.” ”’

« THE MOON SHALL NOT GIVE HER LIGHT.”

with a borrowed light, and there-
hom she borrows her light is turn-
f course and become

«The moon shines
fore if the sun from W
ed into darkness, she must fail o
hankrupt."——_{l{atthew Henry.
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“ The night succeeding that day (May 19th, 1780) was
of such pitchy darkness, that, in some instances, horses
could not be compelled to leave the stable when wanted
for service. About midnight, the clouds were dispersed,
and the moon and stars appeared with unimpaired bril-
lianey,”—Portsmouth Journal, May 20th, 1843, Eutract
Jrom Stone’s History of Beverly.

“The darkness of the following evening was probably
as gross as has ever been observed since the Almighty
first gave birth to light. T could not help conceiving at
the time, that if every luminous body in the universe had
been shrouded in impenetrable darkness, or struck out
of existence, the darkness could not have been more com-
plete. A sheet of white paper held within a few inches
of :l,l,e e%{es, }v'as equall%'] invisig}e with the blackest vel-
vet.”—Mr. Tenny, of Hxeter, N. H, ed by Mr. Gage,
“to the Historica.lySoc{ety.” e e F

Dr. Adams, speaking of the dark night, says: “Atnine it
was a darkness to be felt by more senses than one, as
there was a strong smell of soot." Almost every one who
happened to be out in the evening, got lost in going home.
The darkness was as uncommon in the night, as it was
in the day, as the moon had fulled the day before.”

“STARS SHALL FALL FROM HEAVEN.”

We here give an extract from an article written
by Henry Dana Ward, in regard to the falling stars

of Nov. 13th, 1833, published in the Journal of
Commerce, Nov. 15th, 1833:

“At the ery, <look out of the window,’ I sprang from
a deep sleep, and with wonder saw the East lighted up

with the dawn and meteors, The zenith, the North, and
the West, also, showed the falling stars, in the ver ir,nat;ge
of one thing, and of only one, I ever heard of. I called
to my wife to behold; and while robing, she exclaimed,
¢ see how the stars falll” I replied, ¢that is the wonder;’
and we felt in our hearts, that it was a sign of the last
days. For truly ¢ the stars of heaven fell unto the earth,
even as a fig-tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is
shaken of a mighty wind.’ Rev.vi, 13, This language
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of the prophet has always been received as metaphorical.
Yesterday, it was literally fulfilled. The ancients un-
stood by aster in Greek, and stella in Latin, the smaller
lights of heaven. The refinement of modern astronomy
has made the distinction between stars of heaven and
meteors of heaven. Therefore, the idea of the ‘prophet,
as it is expressed in the original Greek, was literally ful-
filled in the phenomepon of yesterday, so as no man be-
fore yesterday had conceived to be (Yossible that it should
be falfilled. The immense size and distance of the plan-
ets and fixed stars forbid the idea of their falling unto
the earth. Larger bodies cannot fall in myriads unto a
smaller body; but most of the planets and all the fixed
stars are many times larger than our earth. They can-
not fall unto the earth; but these fell towards the earth.
«And how did they fall? Neither myself, nor obe of
the family, heard any report; and were I to hunt through
nature for a simile, I could net find one so apt to illus-
trate the appearance of the heavens, as that which St.
John uses in the prophecy before quoted. ‘It rained
firel’ says one; another, < It was like a shower of firel’
Another, ¢ It was like the large flakes of falling snow,
before a coming storm, or large drops of rain, before a
shower.” I admit the fitness of these for common accu-
racy; but they come far short of the accuracy of the fig-
ure used by the prophet. ¢The stars of heaven fell unto
the earth:’” they were not sheets, or flakes, or drops of
fire; but they were what the world understands by fall-
ing stars,” and one speaking to his fellow, in the midst
of the scene, would say, ¢see how the stars fall’ And
he who heard would not pause to correct the astronomy
of the speaker, any more than he would reply, ¢ the sun
does not move,’ to one who skould tell him, ‘the sun is
rising. The stars fell < even as a fig-tree casteth her un-
timely figs, when she is shaken of a mighty wind.” Here
is the exactness of the prophet. The falling stars did
not come as if from several trees shaken, but from one:
those which appeared in the East fell towards the East;
those which appeared in the North fell towards the North;
those which appeared in the West fell towards the West;
and those which appeared in the South (for I went out
of my residence into the Park) fell towards the South.
And’ they fell not as the rips fruit falls. Far from it;
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but they flew, they were cast like the unripe fruit, which
at first refuses to leave the branch; and when under a
violent pressure, it does break its hold, it flies swiftly,
straight off, descending; and in the multitude falling,
some cross the track of others, as they are thrown with
more or less force, but each one falls on its own side of

the tree. Such was the appearance of the aboyve phe-
nomenon to the inmates of my house.”

The second extract is from Prof, Olmstead, of
Yale College, a distinguished meteorologist.

“The extent of the shower of 1833 was such as to cov-
er no inconsiderable part of the earth’s surface, from the
middle of the Atlantic on theEast, {o the Pacific on the
West; and from the northern coast of South America, to
undefined regions among the British possessions on the
North, the exhibition was visible, and everywhere pre-
sented nearly the same appearance,

“In nearly all places, the meteors began to attract no-
tice by their unusual frequency as early as eleven o’clock,
and increased in numbers an splendor until about four

o’clock, from which time they gradually declined, but

were visible until lost in the light of day. The meteors
did not fly at random over all parts of the sky, but ap-
peared to emanate from a point in the constellation Leo,
near a star called Gamma Leonis, in the bend of the
sickle.

. Those who were so fortunate as to witness the exhi-
bition of shooting stars on the morning of Nov. 13th,
1833, prohably saw the greatest display of celestial fire-
works that has ever been seen sinco the creation of the
world, or at least within the annals covered by the pages
of history,

“T feel assured that this is no atmospheric or terres-
trial phenomenon, but that these fiery meteors come to

us from the regions of Space, and reveal to us the exist-
ence of worlds of a nebulous or cometay

¢ 0 Y nature, existing
in the solar system, and forming constituent parts of that
system. Nor are these conelusions built on mere hy-

Ppothesis, but are necessary inferences from certain facts.
“This is no longer to be regarded as a terrestrial, but
as a celestial phenomenon; and shooting stars are now to

-
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e viewed as casual productions of the upper re-
B?o::g (lyltl?ja‘z ‘gfm:sphere, but Es visitants from other worlds
5 .
r from the planctary voids. "
E -flé)givscc(pﬁnt inqéiries have led me to the belief, that
the body was so distant as hardly to exhlblt-&}by aﬁ)-
parent parallax, but was projected on very neal}lyj‘ ft et
same part of the sky, as seen by all observers. T is {:L
at once shows that the source of the meteors was far be-
yond the atmosphere, and confirms the preceding con=
clusion that it was wholly independent o the earth. .
This is important testimony as to the vast exten
of the falling stars, and also of their emanating from
a single point in the heavens. It was the greatest
display of celestial fire-works recorded on the pages
of history. It was no atmospheric, or terrestrial
phenomenon, common to the upper regions of the
earth; but a display of the Divine Power, baffling

science of man. t
thf?Acgentleman in South Carolina thus describes the Ef-.
fect of the phenomenon of 1833 upon the xgnorax.ztl?lagl s(;
¢I was suddenly awakened by the most dlstxessma
cries that ever fell on my ears. Shrieks of horro.r an :
cries for mercy I could bear from most of the negroes gt
three plantations, amounting in all to about six or eig $
hundred. While earnestly listening for the cause, i
heard a faint voice near the door calling my nazf.t ok
arose,and taking my sword, stood at the door. tl;
moment I heard the same voice still bqseechlxxg’rixeh :
rise, and saying, ¢ O my God, the world is on fire. t‘te{l
opened the door, and it is difficult to say which excxeeii
me most, the awfulness of the scene, or the distresse A
cries of the negroes, Upwards of one hundred lay lgrt{;:e
trate on the ground, some spce(:.hless, _and some \ynd o
most bitter cries; hut most with their hands n.nse :‘ \;S

ploring God to save the world and them. 'I‘heﬁ(l:{eneﬂJ #
truly awful, for never did rain fall much thic eli1 a.d
the meteors fell towards the earth, East,West, North an
South, it was the same.’—J. H. Burretl.

for Adventist Research




46 BRIEF EXPOSITION OF

POWERS OF THE HEAVENS SHAKEN.

This event we must regard as being future. Tt
holds the same place in the events of this chapter,
that the departing of the heavens as a scroll does in
the events of the sixth seal of Rev. vi. DBoth fol-
low the falling stars. Please compare Matt. xxiv,
29, 30, with Rev. vi, 12-17. We think the Serip-
tures plainly teach that, prior to the resurrection of
the just by the voice of the Son of God, the voice
of God the Father will shake the heavens and the

/ earth, and at the voice of God the powers of the

"}

/4 al into the air, Rev. xvi, 17.

heavens will be shaken. And we think this will
take place at the pouring out of the seventh vi-
Then it is said, “And

[ there came a great voice out of the temple of heav-
| ] en from the throne, saying, It is done.” This is

not the voice of the Son of God as he descends to
raise the dead. It comes from the throne of God
in the temple of heaven. “ Whose voice shook the
earth; but now he hath promised, saying, yet once
more I shake not the earth only, but also heaven.”
Heb. xii, 26. “The Lord also shall roar out of Zi-
on, and utter his voice from Jerusalem, and the
heavens and earth shall shake; [but what will be-
come of the poor saints?] but the Lord will be the
hope of his people, and the strength of the children
of Israel.” Joel iii, 16.

We would speak modestly of future events, but
venture the opinion that the voice of the Father
will shake the heavens and the earth before the
sign of the Son of man appears. But the people of
God will be safe. Islands may disappear and mount-
ains be thrown down, but the saints remain un-
harmed. Earthquakes may break up the earth’s
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surface, so that kings and nobles, rich and poor,
bond and free may hide “themselves in the dens,
and in the rocks of the mountains,” still God will
be the hope of his people.

SIGN OF THE SON OF MAN.

This is not one of the signs which show that
the Son of man is near; but * the sign of the Son
of man in heaven,” It is that which signifies his
position. 'When Christ ascended from the mount
of Olivet, “a cloud received him” from the sight of
the disciples. They still gazed at the cloud as it
rolled upward, bearing the Saviour towards the
Tather’s throne, but they could not see his lovely
person. When he comes “in like manner” as he
was taken up, the cloud will appear in the distance;
small at first, but as it draws near the earth it will
increase in size. It will signify to those who are
looking for his return that he is there, soon to burst
forth from the cloud in matchless glory. This
cloud will be the sign of the Son of man in heaven.

THE TRIBES OF THE EARTH MOURN.

During the pouring out of the seven last plagues,
and at the time of the shaking of the powers of
the heaven, a large portion of the wicked will doubt-
less be destroyed. A portion still remain to view
scenes still more terrific, and endure anguish more
dreadful. The sign is seen in heaven. A once cru-
cified,a slighted and insulted Saviour, now King of
kings, and Lord of lords, is coming near the earth !
His glof¥ blazes everywhere! The saints hope and
rejoice with trembling, but what an hour for the
wicked! The tribes of the earth mourn. Amid
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the ruins of shivered ereation they hold one general
prayer-meeting. Kings and great men, rich men,
chief captains and mighty men, free and bond, all,
yes all unite in the general wail. As the Son of
man in the glory of his Father, attended by all the
holy angels, draws still nearer, consternation fills
every breast. They hide in dens and in the rocks
of the mountains. Their only hope is to be con-
cealed from the glory of that scene. They know it
© s too late to pray to the Son of man for merey
that probation for the human family has ended for
ever. Here is a copy of that dreadful prayer:

“ Mountains and rocks fall on us, and hide us
from the face of him that sitteth upon the throne
Snd frgr}?‘ the w};‘ath of the Lamb; for the greaé

ay of his wrath is com

sta{x Pripose i '2, and who shall be able to
_-But rocks cannot shelter them from the burn-
ing glory reflected by the King of kings, attended
by the whole heavenly host. The presence of but
one angel before Joseph’s sepulehre caused the
lEeepers to fall like dead men. Then when “the
Son ”of raan shall come in the glory of the Fa-
ther,” “and all the holy angels with him,” no sinner
can endure the scene and live. The exceedin

brightness of that holy throng, brighter thanzgu
thousand suns at noon-day, will piercg the sinner’s
lowest hiding place, and will “make a speedy rid-
dance of all them that dwell in the land.” %eph
i, 18.  Or, as Paul says, “ Whom the Lord shall
consume with the spirit of his mouth, and_shall de-
stroy ,Wlth the brightness [bright shining, Mack-
night’s Translation] of his coming.” 0 "Christian
brother, we warn you to watch and be r’eadv to re-
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ceive your Saviour with joy. Backslider, arouse,
and retarn to the Lord while he may be found.
And, poor sinner, though you have never tasted of
the pardoning love of Christ, you, too, may come
and find pardon, and a shelter from approaching
wrath.

The Son of man will be seen “coming in the
dlouds of heaven with power and great glory.” But
before his coming, a great work will be done for
his people. Should he suddenly burst upon them
now, they could not endure * the power and great

lory” of the scene. This subject is beautifully il-
Tustrated by the following words of the Prophet:
«Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the
Lord, his going forth is prepared as the morning;
and he shall come unto us as the rain; as the lat-
ter and former rain unto the earth.” Hosea vi, 8.

The day-star first appears, then the dawn of day.
And as the light of day increases, our eyes are en-
abled to endure it, and view the sun shining in bis
strength. But should the light of the sun burst
upon the world suddenly at midnight, no human
eye could endurs it.

So will the saints be prepared to meet their com-
ing King. They must first break away from the
fashions, love and cares of this world, and conse-
crate themselves and all they have to the Lord.
Then will they share the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit, “ as the rain, as the latter and the former
rain upon the earth.” The day-star will arise in
their hearts. 2 Pet. i, 19. Then will the day
of release and rest dawn in glory upon the weary

trusting ones. Those who have taken heed to the
sure word of prophecy through the dark watching
4
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night, will then raise their heads in triumph. They
are filled with faith; and with the Holy Spirit. Glo-
ry is poured upon them till they can gaze on Christ
and angels. The trumpet sounds. The angels
are dispatched to the grave's mouth. The voice of
the Son of God awakes the sleeping saints of all
past ages. They come forth in immortal perfec-
tion, and as they leave the earth, the living saints
are changed. ~ The “elect from one end of
heaven to the other,” each with an angel
bright and strong to lead the way, are all caught
up to meet their Lord who waits in mid heaven to
receive the purchase of his blood. As language
would fail to describe what follows, dear reader, we
leave you here to contemplate it, praying that we
may soon participate in the meeting scene,

PARABLE OF THE FIG-TREE.

Verses 82,33. “Now learn a parable of the
fig-tree; when his branch s yet tender, and put-
teth forth leaves, ye know that Summer is nigh. So
likewise ye, when ye shall see all these things, know
that it, [he, margin,| is near, even at the doors.”

The parable of the fig-tree is probably the most
forcible that could be used by our Lord to inspire
in the hearts of his people faith in his speedy com-
ing. When the trees of the field begin to put
forth their leaves, and the tender grass springs up,
and the ground is Leing covered with its green vel-
vet carpet, we know that Summer is nigh. If one
should doubt, and talk of the season changing back
to eo]d_Winter, he would be thought insane. It is
a certainty with us that Summer js coming when
We see these sigus in nature. We know that Sum-
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events mentioned in connection with these, have
their fulfillment after the faith of God’s people is
perfected, and the doom of all sinners is fixed.
Therefore we conclude that the phrase, “all these
things,” embraces the darkening of the sun and
the moon, and the falling of the stars; and these
haying come to pass, we may now learn the para-
ble of the fig-tree, and know that Christ’s coming is
near, even at the doors.

But it is urged that the phrase, “ all these things,”
embraces all the things mentioned in connection
by our Lord. We will test the matter. The things
mentioned, are (1.) the sun shall be darkened, (2.)
the moon shall not give her light, (3.) the stars
shall fall from heaven, (4.) the powers of the heav-
ens shaken, (5.) sign of the Son of man, (6.) the
tribes of the earth mourn, (7.) they shall see the
Son of man coming, and (8.) the angels gather the
elect. Here are eight things mentioned in close
connection, Must they all take place before it may
be known that Christ’s coming is near, even at the
doors?  Certainly not, for his coming is one of the
things. Then where shall the division be made?
How many of these eight things are embraced in
the phrase, “all these things?” We will com-
mence at the last, and trace them back and see.
The angels gathering the elect is not embraced in
the phrase, neither the coming of the Son of m:n
in power and great glory ; for it would be most ab-
surd to say that we must wait until Chris, comes
and raises the dead before we may know that his
coming is near, even at the doors. The phrase,
“all these things,” does not embrace the mourning
of the tribes of the earth, and the sign of the Son
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of man; for then the cloud that brings the Sav1gl;r
is seen—no time to learn the parable of the ﬁ
tree then, Neither does the phrase embrace dt e
shaking of the powers of the heavens; for thaf1 oe:
notftake place until the seventh vial is poure A otlll] i
But the faith of God’s people is perfected, an he
doom of all sinners is for ever fixed before t ef
pouring out of the first vial. .The parajb]et }:)
the ﬁcg-tree was given to inspire faith \1}11 1 t:z
minds of those who hear the reasons of C ;'15 's
soon coming. But to suppose that this parab elli
to be learned after it is said, “ He that is unJ'us;;, le
him be unjust still, . . and he that 1131 oly,
Jet him be holy still,” after the thunder, lig trgng{
great earthquake, and great hail, 4 each stone' a 'I?Il;
the weight of a talent,” is most absurd. No! The
phrase, “ all these things” in verse 33, embract‘as
the three great signs in t}le sun, m?on and stlz:}]s,
given to strengthen the faith of God’s people W ]1 de
merciful warnings are being given to the wor .
Here, then, since the falling stars of 1833, thekpa\-
able of the fig-tree has force, and we may dnow
that Christ's coming is near, even at the doors,
with all the certainty that we know that Sun;)mgr
is nigh when the trees put forth their tender buds

and leaves,

THIS GENERATION SHALL NOT PASS.

i This

Verses 34, 35. ¢ Verily I say unto you,
generation s];all not pass away, till all these things
be fulfilled. Heaven and earth shall pass away, but
my words shall not pass away.”’ Many .Bup[t)l(])se
that our Lord here speaks of the gener%t}l&rtx' suz{l

living, who listened to his teachings.
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are in error on this point, the following facts clear-
ly prove:—

1. It is certainly true that what is embraced in
the phrase, “ all these things,” was not fulfilled in
that generation.

2. It could not bethe generation living in the days

/72f
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before David lived. He goes back and speaks of it
as though it were present. In this manner our
Lord goes forward, and speaks of the last genera-
tion as though it were then present. '

We do not believe that the phrase, “this genera-

_tion.” marks any definite number of years. Some
sup{)ose that ou}; Lord designed to teach that some / 7 3 ZZ
who were witnesses of the dark day in 1780, wpuld_/j_l_/
live to witness the second coming of the Saviour. /01
That some who saw this first sign will live to wit-
ness the coming of Jesus, we have no doubt. But g.
it is our opinion that our Lord designed to teach 194

of his flesh, for he said to them, [Luke xi, 29,]

“There shall no sign be given it, bat the sign of

Jonas the prophet.” L
It is evident that our Lord refers to the genera-

tion who were to see the signs fulfilled, and who

were to be instructed by the parable of the fig-tree.
In this prophetic discourse he leads the minds of
his disciples down over the events of the Chris-
tian age, mentions the signs in the sun, moon and
stars, which were to appear in the last generation,
and then declares that this generation shall not pass
away till all these things be fulfilled.

In like manner St. Paul carries his brethren for-
ward to the resurrection, when he says, “ We shall
not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a mo-
ment, in the twinkling of an eye, ai the last
trump.” 1 Cor. xv, 51, 52. Or, “Then we which
are alive and remain, shall be caught up together
with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the
air” 1 Thess, iv, 17. The things here mentioned
by the Apostle did not take place in his day. They
have not yet taken place. Notwithstanding, he
speaks of them as though they would take place in
his day, and he share a part m them,

Alsp, in like manner is the mind carried back-
ward in Ps. xev, 10, “Forty years long was I
grieved with his generation.” The generation hero
spoken of provoked the Lord in the wilderness, long

=8

that the people who should live at the time of the / 33
fulfillment of the last sign, (the falling stars Of

1833,) and should hear the proclamation of the
coming of Christ, based partly upon the f‘ulﬁlle_d
signs, should witness the scenes &onp;eeted with his
coming. /7RG — /750 = /75

The proclamation of the commg and kingdom of
Christ is given to the last generation. God did not
send Noah to preach to next to the last generation
before the flood, but to the last. The very genera-
tion which drank the waters of the flood, saw Noah
build the ark, and heard his warning voice. So
God has raised up men to give the solemn warning
to the world at the right time. The signs were ful-
filled at the right time to give force to the warning.
And the very generation of men that live after the
thres great sions are fulfilled, and who hear
and reject the warning message from heaven, will
drink the unmingled cup of the wrath of God. For
such the seven last plagues are reserved. And
those of this very generation who receive the mes-
sage, suffer disappointments, and endure the trials

R Adventi
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of the waiting position, will witness the coming of
Christ, and exclaim, “ Lo, this is our God, we have
waited for him, and he will save us; this is the
Lord, we have waited for him, we will be glad and
rejoice in his salvation.”  Isa. xxv, 9.
With what emphasis our Lord gave utterance to
this sentiment. 1t is a rebuke upon our unbelief.
*As we read it, God help us to believe. ¢ Verily 1
sajl unto you, This generation shall not pass, till"all
these things be fulfilled. Heaven and earth shall
pass away, but my words shall not pass away.”

THE DAY AND HOUR.

Verse 86. “But of that day and hour knoweth
no man, no, not the amgels of heaven, but my
Father only.”  Many suppose that this text proves
that nothing can be known in regard to the time
of the second coming of Christ. Here, we think they
greatly err, and give the following reasons why we
think so :—

1. Because our Lord gives signs of his coming,
and says, “ When ye shall see all these things,
KNOW that it is near, even at the doors” Who
dare dispute the Master, and say we cannot know
anything about the nearness of the event?

2. Because he says, “As the days of Noah were,
s0 shall also the coming of the Son of man be.”
God said to Noah, “My Spirit shall not always
strive with man, for that he also is flesh, yet his
days shall be an hundred and twenty years.”” Gen.
vi, 8. At the appointed time said the Lord to
Noah, “ Come thou, and all thy house into the ark,

.+« For yet seven days, and I will cause it {o
rain upon the earth.” Geen. vii, 1~4. A warning con-
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nected with time, was given to Noah for' the men
of his age. Likewise a most solemn warning, based
upon the termination of the prophetic periods, and
the fulfillment of the signs, is given to the men of
this geeration. ¢ Surely the Lord God  will do
nothing, but he revealeth his secret unto his servants
the prophets” Amos iii, 7. The period of the
flood was revealed, and the warning was given. The
fulfilling prophecies, and signs of the times declare
Christ’s coming at the door, and the solemn mes-
sage has gone forth.

3. Because they make the text prove too much
for their own unbelief. As recorded by Mark, it reads,
“But of that day and that hour knoweth no man,
no not the angels which are in heaven, neither the
Son, but the Father,” If the text proves that men
are never to know anything in regard to the time
of the second advent, it proves that angels are not
to know, and also that the Son is to be kept in the
same ignorance; that is, know nothing about it till
the event takes place, and our Lord finds himself in
this world!!! The idea that the Son of God will
not know the day and hour of his second advent to
this world is most preposterous. Christ will know.
So will angels, and so will the waiting, watching
people of God. ]

An old English version of the passage reads,
“But that day and hour no man maketh known,
neither the angels which are in heaven, neither the
Son, but the Father.” This is the correct reading
according to several of the ablest critics of the age.
The word Anow, is used in the same sense here that
it is by Paul in 1 Cor. ii, 2. “For I determined
1ot to know [make known] anything among you

A dyentis
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save Jesus Christ and him crucified.” Men will
not make known the day and hour, angels will
not make it known, neither will the Son; but the
Father will make it known.

Says Campbell, « Macknight argues that the term
know'is here used as a causative, in the Hebrew sense of
the conjugation Aiphel, that is, fo make known. . . His
[Christ’s Janswer s just equivalent to saying: The Father
will make it known when it pleases him; but he has not
authorized man, angel, or the Son, to make it known.
Just in this sense Paul uses the term know, 1 Cor. ii, 2,
1 came to you making known the testimony of God; for I

determined to make known nothing among you but a cru-
cified Christ.”

Albert Barnes in his notes on the Gospels says, « Oth-
ers have said that the verb rendered kmowelh means
sometimes to make known, or to reveal, and that the pass-
age means, ‘that day and hour none maketh known, nei-
ther the angels, nor the Son, but the Father.’ 1t is true
the word has sometimes that meaning, as in 1Cor. 1, 2.7

NOAH’S DAYS LIKE THE LAST DAYS.

Verses 37-39. “But as the days of Noah were’
so shall also the coming of the Son of man be, For
as in the days that were before the flood, they were
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in mar-
riage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark,
and knew not, until the flood came, and took
them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son
of man be,” A picture of the present condition of
the mass of mankind is here drawn. How dark
the features! The people of the last generation
will be like that before the flood, while the ark was
preparing.

Noah preached, and warned them of the coming
flood, and they mocked. He built the ark, and
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The valleys are fast filling up, and thousands are
swept away in death, Some flee to the highest
points of land, but the water fast follows them
up.  Men bear their wives and children to the moun-
tains, but are obliged to part with them there to
drown, while they climb the highest trees. But soon
they too are covered with water, so that there is
not a resting place for Noah’s dove. All are still
in death. Horrid death! made still more horrible by
being in consequence of slighted mercy! But
where is Noah? Ah! safe in the ark, borne upon
the billow. Safe from the flood, safe, for God « shut
him in.”

By most, people the evidences of the soon com-
ing of Christ are considered insufficient to base
faith upon. But mark: the testimony and acts of
one man condemned the people destroyed by the
flood. The evidences then were sufficient, other-
wise the world would not have been condemned.
But behold the evidences which come pouring in
upon us on all sides that the day of the Lord is
near, and hasteth greatly. We follow down the
numerous prophetic chains of Daniel, and of the
Revelation, and we find ourselves in every instance
standing just before the day of wrath. We see the
signs spoken of by Prophets, by Christ, and in the
epistles fulfilling, or fulfilled. And at the right time,
and in the right manner, to fulfill certain prophe-
cies, a solemn message arises in different parts of
the world. “Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and
sound an alarm in my holy mountain; let all the
inhabitauts of the land tremble; for the day of the
Lord cometh, for it is nigh at hand.” Joel ii, 1.
Wherever we look, we see prophecy fulfilling. And
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while the knowledge of God and the spirit of ho-
liness are departing, spiritual wickedness like a
flood covers the land. ) )

But these evidences are considered 1_nsuﬁ'1c1ent to
rest faith upon. But what kind of evidence :voul(l
they have! ¢When the signs of the end,” says
the sceptic, “ are fulfilled, they will be-eo plain that
10 one can doubt.” But if the signs are of such a
nature, and are fulfilled in such_ a manner, as to
compel all to believe in the coming of Christ, how
can it be as it was in the days of Noah? Men
were not then compelled to believe. But eight be-
lieving souls were saved, while all the~world be-
sides sunk in their unbelief beneath t!]e waters of
the flood. God has never revealed his truth to
man in a manner to compel him to believe. Those
who have wished to doubt his word, have found a
wide field in which to doubt, and a broad roagl to
perdition. While those who have wished to believe,
have ever found everlasting rock on which to rest
their faith. “ When the Son of man co'r'I'xeth, shall
‘ho find faith on the earth?” Luke xviii, 8. He
will find but little. It will be as in the days'of No-
ah. A few will believe, and stand complete in God
amid all the perils of the last days. Fear not, lit-
tle flock, it is your Father’s good pleasure to give
you the kingdom.” Luke xij, 32.

Just before the end, the world will be hardened
in sin, indifferent to the claims of God, careless
about hearing warnings of danger, blinded by
cares, pleasures and riches, an unbehgvmg apd. in-
fidel race, eating, drinking, marrymg, l')mldmg,
planting, sowing. It is right to eat and drink, but
the sin is in excess and gluttony. The marriage
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covenant is holy, but God’s glory is seldom thought
of. Building, planting and sowing, necessary for
convenient shelter, food and clothing, are right, but

the world has gone wholly after these things, so that

they have no time, nor disposition to think of God,
heaven, Christ’s coming and the Judgment. This
world is their god, and all their energies of body
and mind bow down to serve it. And the evil
day is put far away.

The faithful watchman, who sounds the alarm as
he sees destruction coming, is held up before the
people from the pulpits of our land, and the relig-
lous press, as a “fanatic,” a “ teacher of dangerous
heresies;” while in contrast is set forth a long peri-
od of peace and prosperity to the church. So the
churches are quieted to sleep. The scoffer contin-
ues to scoff, and the mocker mocks on. But their
day is coming, Thus saith the Prophet of God,
“Howl ye, for the day of the Lord is at hand; it

-shall come as a destruction from the Almighty.

Therefore shall all hands be faint, and every man’s
heart shall melt. And they shall be afraid; pangs
and sorrows shall take hold of them; they shall be
In pain as a woman that travaileth: they shall be
amazed one at another ; their faces shall be as flames.
Behold, the day of the Lord cometh, cruel both with
wrath and fierce anger, to lay the land desolate:
and he shall destroy the sinners  thereof out of it.”
Isa. xiii, 6-9.

Most dreadful day! And is it near, and hasting
on as fast as the rapid wheels of time can bring it?
Yefi, it has_teth ! It hasteth greatly! What a de-
scription given by the prophet. Read it, and as
you read, try to feel how dreadful will be that day.

-
S
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_“The great day of the Lord is near, it is near, and

hasteth greatly, even the voice of the day of the
Lord: the mighty man shall cry there bitterly.
That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and
distress, a day of wasteness and desolation, a day of
darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick
darkness, a day of the trumpet and alarm agaivst
the fenced cities, and against the high towers. And
I will bring distress upon men, that they shall walk
like blind men, because they have sinned against
the Lord: and their blood shall be poured out as
dust, and their flesh as the dung. Neither their
silver nor their gold shall be able to deliver them
in the day of the Lord’s wrath; but the whole land
shall be devoured by the fire of his jealousy: for he
shall make even a speedy riddance of all them that
dwell in the land.”  Zeph. i, 14-18.

Now we hear the “ peace and safety” cry, from
the pulpit, and all the way along down to the grog
shop. “ Where is the promise of his coming,” 18
murmured from the impious lips of a thousand last-
day scoffers. But the scene will speedily change.
For when they shall say, Peace and safety, then
sudden destruction cometh upon them, and they
shall not escape.” The scoffing of the haughty
seoffer will soon be turned to wailing and howling.
“The lofty looks of man shall be humbled, and the
haughtiness of men shall be bowed down, and the
Lord alone shall be exalted in that day. For the
day of the Lord of hosts shall be upon every one
that is proud and lofty, and upon every one that is

- lifted up; and he shall be brought low.” Isa. ii,

11,12." “And the slain of the Lord shall be at
that day from one end of the earth even unto the
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other end of the earth: they shall not be lamented,
neither gathered, nor buried; they shall be dung
upon the ground.”  Jer. xxv, 33.

The last plagues, in which is filled up the wrath
of God, now bottled up in heaven, waiting for Mer-
¢y to finish her last pleadings, will be poured out.
Unmingled wrath of Jehovah! And not one drop
of mercy? Not one! Jesus will lay off his priest-
ly attire, leave the mercy-seat, and put on the gar-
ments of vengeance, never to offer his blood to wash
the sinner from his sins,  The angels will wipe the
last tear shed over sinners, while the mandate re-
sounds through all heaven, Let them alone. The
groaning, weeping, praying, preaching church on
earth, who in the last message use every means
within their reach, and employ every power of their
being to sound everywhere the Loud Cry, lest the
biood of souls be found in their garments, are now
hushed in solemn silence. “The Holy Spirit has
written within them these prophetic words of their
soon expected Lord, “ He that is unjust, let him be
unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be fil-
thy still; and he that is righteous, let him be right-
eous still; and he that is holy, let him be holy still.”
Rev, xxii, 11.

INow the ministers of truth and righteousness
have a message for the people, and gladly speak the
words of life. They joyfully toil on, suffer on, and
spend their energies 1n preaching to hearts as hard
as steel, provided a few may be reached, and gath-
ered into the truth. But then they will have no
message. Now their prayers and strong cries go
up to heaven in behalf of sinners. Then they will
have no spirit of prayer for them, Now the church
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says to the sinner, Come, and Jesus stands ready
to plead his blood in his behalf, that he may be
washed from his sin and live. But then salvation’s
hour will be passed, and the sinner will be shut up
in darkness and black despair.

It will be a day of mourning and lamentation,
and famine for hearing the words of the Lord, “I
will turn your feasts into mourning, and all your
songs into lamentation; and I will bring up sack-
cloth upon all loins, and baldness upon every head ;
and I will make it as the mourning of an only son,
and the end thereof as a bitter day. Behold, the
days come, saith the Lord God, that I will send a
famme in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a
thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the
Lord: and they shall wander from sea to sea, and
from the north even to the east; they shall run
to and fro to seek the word of the Lord, and shall
not find it.” Amos viii, 8-12.

Now the word of the Lord may be heard; but
sinners, in and out of the churches, do not prize it.
Then it will not be heard ; for the watchmen set
to watch, and sound the alarm of danger, will be
called down from their high stations. Now the
word of the Lord is carried to the sinner, and offer-
ed without money or price; but he treats it care-
lessly, or drives the humble servant of Christ from
his door. But then will they go in search for it.
They shall wander from sea to sea, and from the
north even to the east, but they cannot hear it.
They shall run to and fro to seek the word of the
Lord, but shall not find it. From city to city, from
State Lo State, from one country to another, will
they go to find a man commissioned of high Heav-

5
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en to speak the word of the Lord, but such an one
is not to be found. All such will then have finish-
ed their high commission. The word of the Lord!
The word of the Lord! Where can we hear it? is
heard in every land. One general wail, The word
of the Lord! goes up to heaven, but the heavens
are brass. Then will the people turn and rend the
false shepherds who deceived them with the ery of
“ peace and safety.” Children will reproach parents
for keeping them back from walking in the truth,
and parents their children.

The miser now loves his money, and holds it
with an iron grasp. But it will be said in that day,
“ Go to now, ye rich men, weep and how!] for your
miseries that shall come upon you. Your riches
are corrupted, and your garments are motheaten
Your gold and silver is cankered; and the rust of
them shall be a witness against you, and shall eat
your flesh as it were fire. Ye have heaped treas-
ure together for the last days” James v, 1-3.
Now silver and gold may be used to God’s glory,
for the advancement of his cause. But in that day
they shall cast their silver into the streets, and their
gold shall be removed: their silver and their gold
shall not be able to deliver them in the day of the
wr'ath of the Lord ; they shall not satisfy their souls,
neither fill their bowels; because it s the stumbling-
block of their iniquity. Eze. vii, 19. Now they
may lay up a treasure in heaven, bags that wax not
old. Now they may deposit in the bank of heav-
en, and deliver theirsoul. Then, overwhelmed with
terror, they will cast their wealth into the mire of the
streets; but “ neither their silver nor their gold will
be able to deliver them in the day the Lord’s wrath.”
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THE FINAL SEPARATION.

Verses 40, 41, “ Then shall two be in the field,
the one shall be taken, and the other left. Two
women shall be grinding at the mill, the one shall
be taken, and the other left.” This language was
designed to illustrate the final separation of the
righteous and the wicked. Many husbands and
wives, parents and children, brothers and sisters,
will then part, never to meet again.

= THOSE WHO WATCH WILL ENOW THE TIME. ~~

Verses 42—44. “ Watch therefore; for ye know
not what hour your Lord doth come. But know
this, that if the good man of the house had known
in what watch the thief would come, he would have
watched, and would not have suffered his house to
be broken up. Therefore be ye also ready; for in
such an hour as ye think not the Son of man com-
eth.”

The day and hour of Christ’s second coming is
not revealed in the Seriptures. Neither is the year
in which this glorious event is to take place point-
ed out. No one of the prophetic periods reaches
to the second coming of Christ. The Sanctuary is
to be cleansed at the end of the 2300 days, and
Daniel is to stand in his lot at the end of the 1335
days. But that these events occur before the sec-
ond appearing of Christ, is susceptible of the clear-
est proof. Both these prophetic periods terminated
in 1844. But we cannot give a defence of our po-
sition in regard to these periods in this work.

The time from the end of ‘the prophetic periods
to the coming of Christ is emphatically the waiting,
watching time. Those who watch, as our Lord
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commands, will know the time. No man will make v’

it known; for 1f s nof Tevealed to man in the Scrip-
tures. ~ Angels will not make it known, though they
may minister to, and communicate with, the chil-
dren of men. Neither will the Son. But the Fa-
ther will make it known when he speaks again from
heaven. e once spake the Ten Commandments
in the hearing of the people. His voice then shook
the earth. 'When he speaks again, the heavens and
earth will both shaks. Says Paul, “ Whose voice
-then shook the earth; but now hath he promised,
saying, Yet once more I shake not the earth only,
but also heaven.” Heb. xii, 26. “The Lord also
shall roar out of Zion, and utter his voice from Je-
rusalem, and the heavens and the earth shall shake.”
Joel iii, 16.

Probably there is no prophecy that better de-
scribes the present state of unbelief prevalent in the
world in regard to the second advent, caused partly
by fanatical time-movements, than the following:
“Bon of man, what is that proverb that ye have in
the land of Israel, saying, The days are prolonged;
and every vision faileth? Tell them, therefore,
Thus saith the Lord God, I will make this proverb
to cease, and they shall no more use it as a prov-
erb in Israel; but say unto them, The days are at
hand, and the effect of every vision. For there
shall be no more any vain vision nor flattering divi-
]l[l,ztic(lm within the house of Israel. For I am the

 Lord: I willspeak, and the word that I shall speak
shall co}l\e’fﬁ%ﬁ‘ss; it shall be no more prolonged;
for in your days, O rebellious house, will I say the
word, and will perform it, saith the Lord God.”
Eze. xii, 22-25. The burden of this prophecy is
*\
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time; therefore the worﬁ here mentioned that the
will speak will be the time.
mgav. 1ii, %, is also to the point. “ Remember
therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold
fast, and repent. If therefore thou shalt not wateh,
I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not
know what hour I will come upon thee.” If none
aro to know the hour, then why watch? Jesus
says, Watch, Those who do not watch will not
know the hour. Those who take an opposite course
and watch, what of them? Ans. The opposite of
not knowing ; they will know the hour. d
The present Watching position 18 Clearly define
in 1 Thess. v, 1-4. “But of the times and.the sea-
gons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto
you. For yourselves know lRerfecﬂ% that the day
of the Lord so cometh'as & thief in the night. For
when they shall say, Peace and safety, then sudden
destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon &
woman with child ; and they shall not escape. “But
ye, brethren, are not in d?.rkuess, that that day
should overtake you as a thief.” Bl !
. The present watching, waiting position requires
much faith and patience. Says P'aul, % Cast not
away therefore your confidence, which hath great
recompense of reward. For ye have need of pa-
tience ; that, after ye have done the will of God,
[in proclaiming the coming of C.hrlst,] ye might rlf—
ceive the promise. For yet a little while, and he
that shall come will come, and will not tarry. Now
the just shall live by faith; but if any man draw
back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him. But
we are not of them who draw back unto perdition,
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but of th i i
Heb ;513 3t;at believe to the saving of the soul.””
Says James, ¢ Be patient therefo
d 1 re, bretl:
the coming of the Lord. Behold, the h?lsi)f:é;[:r?
rvalteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath
]O?t% patience for it, until he receive the early and
I?ea r:s 'n;’:):‘th ;Be ye also patient ; stablish your
: o i
Ch’;‘; Ky ming of the Lord draweth nigh.”
e present position, and present duty al
glod’s people are defined in Ree. xiv, 12. % %:2:3 (1):
the gatlen% of the saints: here are they that keep
6 Commandments of God and the Faith of Jesus.

THE FAITHFUL AND WISE SERVANT.

Verses 45-47. “Who then is a fai
]v;vit'seh :3;:1221?] v:(l:on} hishlord hath made tr}:g;lr ot:::a(:
hold, to give them meat in
Blessed is that servant, whom his lo(}-l&ewslfgtslozj
g. Verily Isa
thaIt ht(la1 shall make him ruler overyall hiéy gu:otn(l)s?:?u’
§ Ll is figure, Christ is represented as the master
of t o housenold of faith, [see Mark xiii, 34: Heb
::11; 6,ﬂ]2 Cor. x, 8,] Iea'ving his house, a’nd c(;mmit:
. Ets 1 v}v;l)rk'of caring for his church to his ser-
o,y ) essing 13 promised those servants who
b ithfully discharging their duty when their
rd comes. They are to “feed the flock of God
:ex;er: ,v;vhozl the Holy Ghost hath made them over-
ol (;ts xx, 28. They “preach the word.”
v g v, 2. They “ watch for your souls, as they
- niust give account.” . Heb. xiii, 17. They will
only give meat to the household, but they will
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ive it in lue season. They will preach the pres-
ent truth. Their last woik, before the return of
their Master, willbe to proclaim his coming, and to
teach the necessary preparation. They will sacri-
fice the society and blessings of bome, and go eve-
rywhere preaching the word, suffering fatigue of
body and anguish of spirit. But, thank Heaven,
such will have a high station, and a great reward in
the kingdom of God. “ Who is that faithful and
wise servant?” Where shall we find him? Ans.
He is found faithfully and wisely attending to the
interests of the household of faith.

1. He is faithful. As a faithful watchman he
will give timely warning when he sees the sword
coming. His work just before the end is. seen in
the following scriptures:

Joel ii, 1. “Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and
sound an alarm in my holy mountain: let all the
inhabitants of the land tremble: for the day of the
Lord cometh, for it is nigh at hand.”

Isa. lviii, 1. ¢ Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy
voice like a trumpet, and shew my people their
transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins.”

2 Tim. iv, 1-5. “I charge thee therefore before
God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge
the quick and the dead at his appearing and his
kingdom, preach the word; be instant in season,
out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long
suffering and doctrine. For the time will come,
when they will not endure sound doctrine; but af-
fer their own lusts shall they heap to themselves
teachers, having itching ears; and they shall turn
away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned
unto fables. But watch thou in all things, endure
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afflictions, do the work of an evangeli
proof of thy ministry.” - Also, Rev.gxeyisi?: ;nji(.e -
3 2. He is wise. ' He that winneth souls is wise.”
o must bo wise. He will expose error, then hold
forth the truth in its harmony and beauty, and thus
w12 men to the truth.  When it becomes his duty
to “reprove and rebuke,” it will be at a proper time
and Pla??, and then with “all long-suffering and
doctrine.”  He will study to shew himself approved
unto.God,av.vqu.man that needeth not to beasham-
ed, rightly dividing the word of truth, 2 Tim.ii, 15.

THE EVIL SERVANT.

Verses 48-51. “ But and if that evil
48-51. servant
ghal} say in his heart, My Lord delayeth his com-
Ing; and shall begin to smite his fellow-servants
and to eat and drink with the drunken; the lord of
that servant shall come in a day when he looketh

not for him, and in an hour that he i
¢ t he is not aw -
and shall cut him asunder, and appoirt him hzi‘:(;)(c;fr‘Z

tion ‘with the hypoerites:

an%v gﬁlashing of 1;5(3:3(t).ch."w5 b
at the evil servant says and d

clearly the position and wzrk‘ of tt?: s;‘:i]:gm n;)lsé
E)se servant. . Why does the evil servant say, “ My
rd delayeth l_ns.coming ' Because the faithful
gervant Is proclaiming the coming of his Lord. ‘Why
oes the evil servant smite the faithful servant? Be-
cause he teaches the speedy coming of his Lord
The faithful servant, faithful to his commission to
pieach the' “gospel of the kingdom” to a fallen
:eru:::tand_scoﬁing world, toils on, and the evil
i, smites on. . One is laying up treasure in
en, and is preparing to go home to his eternal

be weeping
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reward, while the other is calling down upon his
head the displeasure of the High and Holy One,
and is getting ready to receive the unmingled cup
of the fury of the Lord. The faithful servant is
turning some at least to righteousness, to shine for-
ever as stars in his crown of glory, while the evil
servant pursues his downward course and work of
death, making the bitter cup of woe which awaits
him still more bitter. But the separating day is
coming. The Lord will come, and cut asunder the
ovil servant, and appoint him his portion with the
lost, In the general wailing and gnashing of teeth,
with hypocrites he will receive the portion due him
for his works.

Read the doom of the false shepherds, the min-
isters of the Jast generation, who come up to the
day of the Lord with their garments all stained over
with the blood of souls. They now ery, Peace and
safety, and their flocks confide in them. They stand
between us and the people and turn away the arrow

_ of truth. But their day is coming, dreadful beyond

description. Thus saith the Lord, ¢ Howl, ye shep-
herds, and cry: and wallow yourselves in the ashes,
ye principal of the flock: for the days of your slaugh-
ter and of your dispersions are accomplished; and
ye shall fall like a pleasant vessel. And the shep-
herds shall have no way to flee, nor the principal of
the flock to escape. A voice of the cry of the shep-
herds, and an howling of the principal of the flock
shall be heard ; for the Lord hath spoiled their pas-
ture.  And the peaceable habitations are cut down,
because of the fierce anger of the Lord.”  Jer. xxv
84-317.
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THE PARABLE.

The twenty-fourth and twenty-fifth chapters of
Matthew are one connected discourse. The parable
of the ten virgins is a farther illustration of the sub-
ject treated in the last part of Matt. xxiv. It is an
illustration of the great Advent movement. *“Then
shall the kingdom of heaven be likened [compared,
Campbell] unto ten virgins.” When will the king-
dom of heaven be compared to an eastern marriage ?
Ans. “Then;” at the time when faithful and wise
servants have been manifested in giving the house-
hold meat in due season, and evil servants have al-
S0 been manifested, saying in their hearts, My
Lord delayeth his coming,” and are smiting their
fellow-servants. There can be no mistake in this
application.

Some have desired to obtain a correct account
of an eastern marriage, that they might better un-
derstand this parable. But let it be understood
that our Saviour has here given the desired history,
and testifies that the kingdom of heaven shall be
likened, or compared, unto it.

But what shall we understand by the kingdom
of heaven? Certainly not all the component parts
of the kingdom for in that case the King, [Christ, ]
the territory, [new earth,] and the subjects of the
kingdom [the children of the reswrrection| would
all be represented as going forth, tarrying, sleeping,
waking, trimming lamps, &e. It is evident that
the kingdom of heaven here can only mean that
which may be represented by the going forth, tar-
rying, &e., which can only be applied to the living
people of God who are interested in, and are look.
ing for the coming and kingdom of Christ,

fidventist R
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It has been said that the Advent people have lit-
erally fulfilled Matt. xxv, 1-12. It is notso. Our
Lord is there giving the history of an eastern m?:'
riage. But it is a fact, that, in connection with the
Advent movement, a series of events has taken
place which have a natural application to the events

astern marriage. ;

. ‘L‘lth?an shall the kigngdom of heaven be likened
unto ten virgins.”  Or, then shall the history of the
Advent movement be compared to the history of
an eastern marriage rehearsed by our Lord. Inor-
der that the two histories may be likened or com-
pared, some things are indispensable. First, both
histories must be complete; all the events in both
must be in the past. It is not possible to compare
past history with what has not taken place. Sec-
ond, after each event in Advent history has OCClilll'-
red, answering to each point in the history of the
marriage, there must be time before Chuist con](_els1
to compare the two histories; also, those who wi

compare them. This is a part of the work of the
faithful and wise servant who is giving to the
household meat in due season. Therefore, the par-
able of the ten virgins illustrates events connected
with the Advent movement, which events are all
in the past.

THE MARRIAGE OF THE LAMB.

There are two things which the seriptures of the
Old and New Testaments illustrate by the mar-
riage covenant; first, the union of God’s peoplfs in
all past ages with their Lord; and, second, C.hns{.] S
reception of the Throne of David, which is in the
New Jerusalem above.
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One class sets forth the union of belie i
their Lord by the use of marriage as a ﬁguvrzl:s vTviltil;
union has existed since the days of righteous Abel,
2?%},?111,“;; {))e regarded by any one as the marriage

It is supposed by many that Isaiah [liv :
;)]f tge (E{JI’I’P%], w}l;enlhe sys;ys, “ Thy kt’ar5 ]issrziriﬂ::

usband ;” but Paul in Gal, i i i -
ecyS @dtgehNew Jerusalem. .
aid John, s eaking of Christ, % He t
tho bride s the bridegroom” Joh i 20- That
Christ is here represented in_his relation to his fol-
lowers by a bridegroom, and his followers by a
bride, is true; but that he and they are here called
the bridegroom and bride is not true. No one be-
“lieves that the event called the marriage of the
Lamb, took place more than 1800 years since,

Paul, in writing to the church, [2 Cor. xi, 2,]
says, “ I have espoused you to one husband that 1
may present you a chaste virgin to Christ” But
does this prove that the marriage of the Lamb took
place in Corinth?  Or, did Paul only wish to rep-
:ﬁt:xl]lt Eyt };namagel %}:e union which he had effected

o gospel bet i

- I()Jog;inth? gJ & - yev.veen Christ and the church
; aul also says, [Eph. v, 23,] ¢ For

is the head of theE w};fe, even’ls Chris:hig tlllngsﬁzzg
of the church.” 'But please turn to Eph. v, and
rea('l fro.m verse 22, and it will be seen that i’aul’s
subject is the relation and duty of man and wife to
each other. This is illustrated and enforeed by the
relation of Christ and the chureh. . Those who ysu -
pose that Paul is here defining who the LambI’)s
wife is,aro greatly mistaken; for that is not his sub-
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ject. He commences, “Wives, submit yourselves
unto your own husbands.” Verse22. * Husbands,
love your wives.” Verse 25. It is, indeed, an ex-
cellent subject, but has nothing to do in determin-
ing who the bride would be in that great Marriage,
down in connection with the end.

The marriage of the Lamb is one event, to oceur
at one particular time, and that time is just before
the end. It takes place in heaven, before the Lord
comes to give immortality to his waiting people.
Proof. ¢ Let your loins be girded about, and your
lights burning: and ye yourselves like unto men
that wait for their Lord when he will RETURN FROM
taE wepDING,? &e. Luke xii, 85, 86. -

Then what is the bride in the marriage of the
Lamb? Said the angel to John, * Come hither,
T will shew thee the bride, the Lamb’s wife.” Rev.
xxi, 9. Did the angel show John the church? No.
Let John testify. “And be carried me away in the
Spirit to a great and high mountain, and showed
me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending
out of heaven from God.” Verse 10.

The New Jerusalem is also represented as the
mother. “But Jerusalem which is above is free,
which is the mother of us all.”  Gal. iv, 26. Christ
is represented [Isa. ix, 6] as the * everlasting Fa-
ther” of his people; the New Jerusalem, the moth-
er, and the subjects of the first resurrection, the chil-
dren. And beyond all doubt the resurrection of
the just is represeuted by birth, as being born again.
How appropriate, then, is the view thatthe marriage
of the Lamb takes place in heavev, before the Lord
comes, and before the children of the great family
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of heaven are brought forth at the resurrection of
the just.

We here ask a few questions for the considera-
tion of those who are disposed to cling to the old
view that the church is the bride, and that the
marriage i8 after Christ comes, and the saints are
caught up. ;

1. Who are illustrated by the man found at the
marriage [Matt. xxii] not having on the wedding
garment? 2. Will any be caught up by mistake,
to be bound hand and foot, and be cast down to
the earth again? 3. If the church is the wife, who
are they that are called to the marriage as guests?
4. Jerusalem above is the mother of the children of

_promise; but if the church is the Lamb’s wife, who

are the children? 5. Allowing that the chureh is
to be the bride, who are “ the nations of the saved,”
[Rev. xxi, 24,] that walk in her light?

f The marriage of the Lamb is Christ’s reception
o

f the throne of David, or, his own throne, which
That City is final-
ly to come down upon the New Earth, to be the
Capital of the everlasting kingdom. The event il-
lustrated by the coming of the bridegroom in the
parable is thus described by the Prophet: “I saw
in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son
of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came
to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near
before him. And there was given him dominion,
and glory, and a kingdom.” Dan. vii, 13, 14.

The Prophet does not intimate that Christ comes
to this earth to receive the kingdom. No, he ap-
proaches “ the Ancient of Days,” and there receives

'
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the kingdom and glory, and with that glory he
comes to the earth, having “on his vesture, and on
his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND
LORD OF LORDS. Rev. xix, 16. i

Having shown that the New Jerusalem is the
Lamb's wife, that the marriage of the Lamb is
Christ’s reception of the Throne of David, and that
he returns from the wedding when he appears the
second time, the way is prepared to compare those
events in an eastern marriage, rehearsed by our
Lord, with corresponding events in Advent history.

1. Ten virgins took their lamps and went forth
to meet the bridegroom. This illustrates the great
movement upon the Advent question in the years
1840—1843, which aroused the people, and led
thousands to the study of God’s word with great
delight. “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and
a light unto my path.” Ps, cxix, 105.

2. While the bridegroom tarried the virgins all
slumbered and slept. The time of expectation was
the Jewish year 1843, from March, 1843, to March,
1844. When this time passed, the Advent people
fell back into a stupid, slumbering position.

3, At midnight a cry was made, which aroused
the ten virgins to trim their lamps. So a solemn

- and might{ery was raised in the Autumn of 1844,

‘which aroused the Advent people to great conse-
cration. It was then seen that the 2300 days reach-
ed to 1844,

4. Tn the-parable the foolish virgins ask the wise
for oil, and are told to go and buy. Those who
took part in the movement of 1844, know that it
was an individual work, and that all were warned faith-
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fully to look to God and get an individual expe-
rience.

5. While the foolish were gone to buy oil, the
bridegroom came, those ready went in to the mar-
riage, and the door wasshut. The bridegroom rep-
resents Christ.  The marriafie represents the mar-
riage of the Lamb, which takes place before Christ
appears the second time. When be comes, he re-
turns from the wedding. The coming of the bride-
groom, and the shutting of the door in the parable,
illustrate events which take place in heaven, prior
to the second advent, which are deseribed in the
following texts: Ps. ii, 8, 95 Dan. vii, 18, 14; viij,
13, 14; Heb. viii; ix; Rev. iii, 7, 8.

6. Afterward came also the other virgins, saying,
Lord, lord, open to us. The wise virgins represent
that portion of the Advent body that occupied a
correct position relative to the prophetic periods in
1844, The periods there ended. The foolish vir-
gins, who came afterwards, represent those whoin
1854 occupied an erroneous position in regard to
the prophetic periods.

Those who make the coming of the bridegroom
represent the appearing of Jesus Christ, fail to show
how the event, represented by the foolish virgins
saying, ¢ Lord, lord, open to us,” can take place af-
ter Christ comes. True, there will then be a cry,
but not * Lord, lord, open to us.” No, no, The
cery will be, “Mountains and rocks, fall on us, and
hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the
throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb. For the
great day of his wrath is come.” Rev. vi, 15-17.
Thevefore, the events represented by the entire par-
able are all fulfilled.

SPIRITUALISM.

“Anp when they shall say unto you, Seek unto
them that have familiar spirits, and unto wiz-
ards that peep and that mutter; should not a peo-
ple seek unto their God!? for the living to the
dead? To the law and to the testimony; if they
speak not according to this word, it is because there
is no light in them.” TIsa. viii, 19, 20.

« Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the
latter times some should depart from the faith,
giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of
devils” 1 Tim. iv, 1.

«And T saw three unclean spirits like frogs come
out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of-the
mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the
false prophet. For they are the spirits of devils,
working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of
the earth, and of the whole world, to gather them
to the battlo of the great day of God Almighty.”
Rev. xvi, 18, 14.

“And after these things T saw another angel
come down from heaven, having great power; and
the earth was lightened with his glory, And he
eried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon
the grest is fallen, is fallen, and is become the hab-
jtation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit,
and a cage of every unclean ard hateful bird.”
Rev. xviij, 1, 2.

“And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh

fire come down from heaven on the earth in the
sight of men, and deceiveth them that dwell on the
6
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earth by the means of those miracles which he had
power to do,” &e. Rev. xiii, 13, 14. See also 2
Thess. ii, 9-11; Matt. xxiv, 23, 24.

We give the above texts as a portion of those
scriptures which distinetly foretell the strong delu-
ion of the last days, called Spiritualism.

But it may be expected that we should give some

account of the rise and progress of Spiritualisin.

For the benefit of those who have not had an op-
portunity to become acquainted with the facts in
the case, a very brief history is here given. The
following is from a candidly written pamphlet, pub-
lished by D. M. Dewey, Rochester, 1850, entitled,
History of the Mysterious Noises, dc.

“The sounds were first heard in a small villace
named Hydesville, in the town of Arcadia, Wayre
county, New York. The house wherethey were heard
was occupied during a part of the years 1846 and
1847, by Mr. Michael Weekman, During this time
Mr. W. states that one evening about nine o’clock
as he was preparing to retire for the night he
heard a rapping on the outside door. He open-
ed it, but saw no one. In a few moments the rap-
ping on the door was repeated, and was louder
than at first. He immediately stepped to the door
and opered it; no person was to be seen. He
went into the street and looked about the house,
and returned without seeing any ome. Soon the
noise was repeated, and, failing to see any person,
he placed his hand on the latch of the door, in or-
der to open it immediately, should the annoyance
be continued. Again the rapping was heard—he
felt the door jar, and sprang into the street. No.
person was to be seen anywhere in the vicinity.

SPIRITUALISM.

Excepting a manifestation to the daughter of Mr.
W., then some eight years old, nothing unusual is
reported to have been seen or heard by him, while
be occcupied the premises,

“The family of Mr. John D. Fox moved into the
house on the 11th of December, 1847. Their for-
mer residenco was Rochester, They heard the
rapping first, the latter part of March, 1848, one
evening after they had rotired for the night. It
seemed to be in one of the bed rooms, and sounded
as though some one was knocking on the floor,
moving chairs, &e.  Four or five members of the
family were at home, and they all got up to ascer-
tain the cause of the noise, Every part of the
house was searched, yet nothing could be discover-
ed. A perceptible jar was felt by putting their
hands on the bedsteads and chairs; a jar was also
experienced while standing on the floor. The
noise was continued that night as long as any one
was awake in the house. The following evening
they were heard as before, and on the evening of
the 31st of March, the neighbors were called in for
the first time.

“The following is an extract from Mrs. Fox's
statement, made soon after the occurrences narrated
took place:—* Friday night we concluded to go to
bed early, and not let it disturb us; if it came, we
thought we would not mind it, but try and get a

ese occasions, heard the noise and helped search.

;%C:Od night’s rest; My husband was here on all
It

It was very early when we went to bed on this

“night; hardly dark. We went to bed so early, be-

. - cause we had been broken so much of our rest that
: '_lIﬁras almost sick. '
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“¢My hnsband had not gone to bed when we first
heard the noise on this evening, I had just laid
down. It commenced as usual. I knew it frow
all other mnoises I had ever Leard in the house.
The girls, who slept in the other bed ia the room,
heard Lhe_noise, and taed to make a similar noise
by snapping their fingers. The youngest girl is
about twelve years old; she is the one who made
her hand go. As fast as she made the noise with
her hands or fingers, the sound was followed up in

the room. It did not scund any different at that,

:Lrge,.olnlgr'dit mé.‘(]lg the same number of noises that
girl did. en she s ' itse
stopped for a short, Lime.e G, e o [l
“‘The other girl, who is in her 15th year, then
s?oke in sport and said, ‘Now do just as I do.
Count one, two, three, four, &e., striking one hand
in the o}her at the same time. The blows which
she mace were repeated as before. It appeared to
answer her by repeating every blow that she made.
She only did so once. She then began to be start-
led ;, and th.en I spoke and said to the noise, ¢ Count
ten, and it made ten strokes or noises. " Then [
:&:}l;ecilt th:v:g:s of rlx)ny di?’erent children successively,
g num i )
i ofgmy children,er of raps, corresponding to the
“*I then asked if it was a human being that was
making the noise, and if it was, to manifest it by
the same noise, There was no noise. I then ask-
ed if it was a spirit, and if it was, to manifest it by
two sounds. I heard the two sounds as soon as the
wo‘l"ds were spoken.’
i erls. Fox asked if the noises would continue if
o called in the neighbors that they might hear it.

}
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There was rapping the same as when it was sup-
posed affirmative answers were given. Mrs, Red-
field, the nearest neighbor, was first called. The
children had informed her previously that strange
noises were heard in the house, and she went, think-
ing to have some sport with the family. She found
the girls very much agitated.  Mrs. Fox said, * Mrs.
Redfield, what shall we do? We have heard the
noise for some time, and now it answers all our
questions‘ and we cannot account for it.

«Mrs. R. heard the sounds, and commenced ask-
ing questions, which were answered correctly, great-
ly to her astonishment, She says the girls contin-
ted to be much frighteved, and she told them not
to be afraid; if it was a revelation from the spirit
world, it was not to injure them. One of the girls
said with much feeling—* We are innocent—how
good it is to have a clear conscience.’ s

«Messrs. Redfield, Duesler, Hyde, Jewell, and
their wives were subsequently called, during the
same evening. 'They asked many questions and
received answers. Questions relating to the age,
number of children, &c., of the persons present, are
said to have been answered correctly. Mr. Fox
and Mr. Redfield remained in the house througi
the night. Mrs. Fox and her daughters spent the
night at the house of one of the neighbors.

A report of the strange noises heard in the house
of Mr. Fox, spread throughout that part of the town
the next (Saturday) morning, and a large number
of persons assembled and 1emained at the house
during the day. No noises were heard until even-
ing, when the sounds commenced as before. A
committee was appointed to investigate the matter
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and a great variety of questions were asked and an-
swered.

“ On Sunday morning, Apr. 2d, the sounds were
heard, and they continued to be made throughout
the day. This is the first instance in which they
are reported to have been heard in the day time.
Sunday evening and throughout that night no
noises were heard.

“In a pamphlet published at Canandaigua in
1818, by E. E. Lewis, certificates corroborating the
foregoing statements are given, and signed by the
following persons: ‘John D. Fox, Walter Scotten,
Elizabeth Jewell, Lorren Tenney, James Bridger,

Chauncey P. Losey, Benjamin F. Clarke, Elizabeth
Fox. Vernelia Culver, William D. Storer, Marvin
P. Loser, David 8. Fox, and Mary Redfield.
“ At one time, when those investigating wished
to ascertain a certain name, the spirit was asked if
| it would rap for the initial letters when they were
named. The reply was in the affirmative: and
' wheu the alphabet was called over there was rap-
l ping at particular letters, Soon the experiment
was carried still further, and by request entire names
I and sentences of considerable length were spelled out.
|
|
|
!

A signal for the alphabet is made when the spirit
desires to communicate in this way. This signal is
. five raps in quick succession.”
| 1t is stated by Mr. Dewey that soon after the oc-
currence of these events, a part of the Fox family
i moved to Rochester, and that the rappings were then
heard in both places. The next place “where they
were heard was in Auburn. X
. After nearly a year had been spent by a fow
individuals in Rochester and vicinity, in investigat-

gentist Re
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ing the mystery, the following communication was
spelled out in the presence of several persons who
had assembled for the purpose of prosecuting their
investigations: ‘You all have a duty to perform.
We want you to make this matter more public.
Every individual to whom the inessage was address-
ed objacted to having any agency in bringing the
subject before the public. They knew the odium
that would attach to any person whoshould attempt
to prove, in the presence of a public assembly, that
the sounds they heard were made by spirits. While
speaking of the opposition they would incur, and
the difficulties in the way, the alphabet was called
for and the following communication spelled out:
¢ That will be so much the better—your triumph
will be the greater.” This occurrence took place in
November, 1849. ‘
“Several of the persons designated to assist in
bringing the matter before the community, contin-
ued strongly to object, until the most positive as-
surances were given that the rapping should be
heard in the hall, by the audience, in response to
the lecturer, and that the result would tend essen-
tially to the better understanding of the whole sub-
jeet. The lcctures were finally delivered by Mr. E.
W. Capron, of Auburn. The following account of
the investigations had at that time, appeared in the
New York Weekly Tribune, of Dec. 8th, 1849.
“tSome two weeks since, we Were in company
with some persons who were getting communica-
tions from this invisible communicator, when a
message was spelled out to us to the import that the
matter should be made more public—that the time
had arrived for the pecple to investigate the whole
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affair—that it was a thing which would ultimately
become known to all men, and that we should im-
mediately take measures to have it investigated.
The directions were then minutely given by these
spirits, as they purport to be, and which we are
willing to believe are, until we have as much proof
to the contrary as it required to bring us to that
conclusion. These directions will appear in the fol-
lowing history as they were fully and strictly follow-
ed. The great object was to start investigation and
clear those who had been hearing of it for the last
two years from the imputation of fraud and de-
ception.

“‘Accordingly on the evening of November 14th,
a lecture was delivered in Corinthian hall, in the
city of Rochester, and a full history of the rise and
progress of these manifestations given. During the
relation of these facts the sounds were distinetly
heard by the persons in the hall, y

“‘After the lecture, a committee was chosen by
the audience, composed of the following persons:—
A. J. Comps, Danter Marsy, Naraanier CLark
Esq, A. Jupsow, and Epwix Jovgs.

“‘On the following evening the committee re-
ported in substance as follows: That without the
knowledge ‘of the persons in whose presence the
manifestations aré made, the committee selected
the hall of the Sons of Temperance for investiva-
tion—that the sound on the floor near where the
two ladies stood was heard as distinctly as at other
placgs, and that part of the committtes heard the
rapping on the wall behind them. . . . The ladies
seemed to give every opportunity to the committee
to investigate the cause fully, and would stbmit to
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a thorough investigation by a committee of ladies,
if desired. They all agreed that the sounds were
heard, but they entirely failed to discover any means
by which it could be done. / ; .
«After this Teport, and some discussion on the
subject, the audience selected another committee,
composed of the following persons: Dr.: Hi H‘.
Langworthy, Hon. Frederick Whittlesey, D. C.
McCallum, Wm. Fisher, of Rochester, and Hon. A.
P. Hascall, of LeRoy. At the next lectu.re tbl_s
committee reported that they went into themvestli
gation at the office of Chancellor W hittlesey, and
.they heard the sound on the floor, on th wall, and
door— that the ladies were placed in different po-
sitions, and, like the other committee, they were
wholly unable to tell from what the sound preceed-
ed, or how it was made; that Dr. Langworth.)f
made observations with a sethescope to ascertain
whether there was any movement with the lungs,
and found not the least difference when the sot'm.ds
were made; and there was no kind of pr?l;abz.hty
or possibility of their being made by ventriloguism,
as come had supposed—and they could not have
ade by machinery. !
beef‘?‘his c‘émmittee was composed of Dr. E, P
Langworthy Dr. J. Gates, Wm. Fitzhl}gh, W. L.
Burtis and L. Kenyon. This commitice met‘ac
the rooms of Dr. Gates, at the Rochester house,
and appointed a committee of ladies, who ‘togk th<.a
young women into a room and examined tlvelr per-
sons and clothing, to be sure that there were no
fixtures about them that could produce the sounds.

When satisfied on this point, the committee of la-

ies tri ; ‘iments rave the
dies tried some other experiments, and gave
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young ladies the following certificate : ¢ When they
were standing on pillows, with a handkerchief tied
around thie bottom of their ‘dresses, tight to the
ankles, we all heard the rapping on the wall and on
the floor distinctly. Sigrned—Mags. Srone, Mrs. J.
Gares, Miss M. P. Lawre~ce.

“*‘In the evening the committes, through their
chairman, Dr. Langworthy, made a full report of
their examinations during the day. They reported
they excluded all friends of the two ladies from the
committee room, and had the examination only in
presence of the committee of gentlemen, and ladies
chosen by them.  Notwithstanding all this precau-
tion, these sounds were heard when the ladies stood
on large feather pillows, without shoes, and in oth-
er various positions, both on the floor and on the
wall—that a number of questions were asked,
which, when answered, were generally correct.
Each member of the committee reported separate-
ly, agreeing with and corroborating the first state-
ments,

“¢Thus by three days of the strictest scrutiny, by
means of intelligence, candor and science, were the
persons in whose presence these sounds were heard,
acquitted of all fraud,

“*On Friday evening, after the lecture, three of
the committee, viz, Hon. A. P, Hascall, D. C. Me-
Callum, and William Fisher, repaired to the house
of a citizen, and pursued their investigations still
further. There were nearly a score of persons
present. The members of the committee wrvte
many questions on paper, which no person present
knew the purport of, and they were answered cor-
rectly. At times they would ask mentally, and

k-
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receive the answers with equal correctness, and they
were fully satisfied that there was something pres-
ent manifesting intelligence beyond the persons
visible,

“‘One of the committees tried the experiment
of standing the ladies on glass, but failed to get
any sounds; but the same was eubsequently tried
in presence of a large number of persons, and the
sounds were as loud and distinct as before, on the
floor, as usual. :

«¢ Such are the facts so far as public proceedings
are concerned, (which is but a small part of these
strange occurrences,) with the committee’s report
greatly condensed.” r

We will not weary the reader with further testi-
monies relative to the rise of what is called Spirit-
ualism, though they might be given to a]mos? any
length. What we have prescnted is sufficient
to show the small beginning of what is now agitat-
ing the civilized world. Hon. J. W. Edmonds
Judge of the Supreme Court, said in 1853 :—

“Qearcely more than four years have elapsed
since the ‘Rochester Knockings' were first known
among us. Then med'ume could be'counted by
units, but now by thousands —then believers could
be numbered by hundreds, now by tens of thou-
sands. It is believed by the best informed that the
whole number in the United States must be several
hundred thousands, and that in this city, [ New
York,] and its vicinity, there must be from twen-
ty to twenty-five thousand. There are ten or
twelve newspapers and periodicals devoted to the
cause, and the Spiritual Library embraces more

han one hundred different publicatisns, some of

e
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which have a'ready attained a circulation of more
than ten thousand copies. Besides the undistinguish-
ed multitude, there are many men cf high standing
and tulent ranked among them—doctors, ]awyer;:
and clergymen in great numbers, a Protestant bish-
op, the learned and reverend president of a college,
_}_udges of our higher courts, members of Congress,
foreign ambassadors, and ex-members of the U‘_’mted
States’ Senate.” A candid writer in 1858 says:—
“We find in the Spiritual Register an estimate
of the actual nunber of professed Spiritualists com-
piled from extensive correspondence undertaken for
this object. The following is the result:
SPIRITUALISTS IN AMERICA.
Maine, 12.000 Mississippi, 6,000
New Hampshire, 7,000 Dist. of Col'bia, 1,500
Massachusetts, 90,000 Illinois, 80,000
Rhode Islard, 3,000 Michigan, 601000
QOnnecticut, 15,000 Missouri, 20,000
Vermont, 20,000 Alabama, 5,000
New York, 300,000 Arkansas, 1.000
New Jersey', 4,000 Florida, 1,000
Penusylvauia, 70,000 Wisconsin, 60,000
Delaware, . - 1,000 Iowa, 20,000
M.my.la.nd, " 6,000 Texas, 15,000
Virginia, 2,000 Minnesota, 2,000
North Carolina, 2,000 California, 20,000
South.Carolina, 2,500 New Mexico, 2?000
Georgla. o 2,500 Oregon, 1,000
Kentucky, 6,000 Cuba. 1,000
Teqnesee, 15,000 Brit. Provinces, 30,000
011!9, 120,000 South America, 10,000
Indiana, 120,000 i
Total 4

.

1,087,500
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«This may be considered a larger number thau
actually exists, but taken in connection with other
facts connected with the growth of Spiritualism, it
will b found rather an under than an over esti-
mate. The Register gives the number of six hun-
dred professional speakers and mediums, with their
names and addresscs, as actively engaged in urging
forward the movement, whilst the names of thou-
sands of others are withheld because it was not
known how far they were willing to become sup-
sect to calls outside of their immediate circles.”

«The newspapers devoted to the subject as far as
we have their names are,

The Spiritual Telegraph, New York, weekly.

The Age of Progress, Buffalo, N. pi

Spiritual Universe, Cleveland, Ohio, weekly.

The Spiritual Age, Boston, weekly.

Spiritual Messenger, Cincinnati, 0., weekly.

Northwestern Excelsior, Waunkegan, Tils., week-
ly; Tra Porter and J. C. Sfnith, editors and propri-
otors, Commenced November, 1856, and still
continues.

Spiritual Clarion, Auburn, N. Y.

'The Weekly Monitor, Conneaut, Ohio,

Journal de I'Lame, monthly ; Docteur Reesinger,
Geneva, Switzerland.

Bl Spiritualista, monthly, Carracas, Venezuela,
South America.

Le Spiritualista de la Nouvelle Orleans, New
Orleans.

The Principle, New York, weekly.

The Vanguard, Dayton, Ohio.

The Yorkshire (England) Spiritual Telegraph.

Practical Christian, weekly, Hopedale, Mass.

gentist Researc
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Herald of Light, New York,

“ There are probably other periodicals not includ-
ed in the above list. We know of one, which is
regularly forwarded to us from Kane county, in
this State, the name of which has escaped our
memory.

“ It will thus be seen that Spiritualism has seized
hold of the two great levers of public opinion—the
Pulpit and the Press —and is pushing itself into
the very heart of modern society.”

We will here give the testimonies of Hon. N. P.
Tallmadge, and Hon. J. W. Enmonds, relative
to the manifestations witnessed by themselves, We
could give testimonies from others which seem (o
be more wonderful; but these are more reliable,
coming from men of high standing.,  The following
from Hon. N. P. Tallmadge, dated Baltimore, Apr.
12th, 1853, is addressed to Mrs. Sarah Helen Whit-
man, Providence, R. L.

“Dear Mapanm: I seize a few leisure moments,
while detained here a short time on business, to
give you a more extended account of the ¢ Physic-
al Manifestations, to which [ alluded in a former
letter. In this account I shall confine myself to
those who purport to come (rom the spirit of Johin
C. Calboun.

“T have received numerous communications from
him, from the commencement of my investigation
of thissubject down to the present. "These commu-
nications have been received through rapping medi-
ums, writing mediums, and speaking mediums.
They are of the most extraordinary character. In
style and sentiment they would do honor to him in
his best days on earth.

Digitized by th
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“After the arrival of the Misses Fox in Washing-
ton City in February last, I called on them by ap-
pointment, and at once received a communication
from Calhoun. 1 then wrote down and propound-
ed mentally the following question: : ;

“Can you do anything, (meaning physical mani-
festations,) to confirm me in the truth.of these rev-
elations, and to remove from my mind the least
shadow of unbelief? To which I received the fol-
Jowing answer: ¢ I will give you a communication
on Monday, at 7} o’clock. Do not fail to be here.

1 will then give you an explanation.
i it 3 Joan C. CaLuoun.

«Tt is proper here to remark, that all the commu-
nications referred to in this letter, were made by
Calhoun after a call for the alphabet, and were rap-
ped out, letter by letter, and taken flown by me in
the usual way. They were made in the presence
of the Misses Fox and their mother. I called on
Monday at the hour appointed, a_nd received the
following communication : ¢ My friend, the ques-
tion is often put to you, What good can ‘result from
these manifestations? T will answer it: Itis to
draw mankind togetherlin hafrul]]ony, ?nd convince

i the immortality of the soul.
Lopionof LJ ony (. CALHOUN.)

«This reminds me that in 1850, at Bridgeport,
in the presence of other mediums, among many
questions put acd answers received, were the fol-
lowing—the answer purporting to come from W.
E. Channing. i i

Q. What do the spirits propose to accomplish by
these new manifestations?
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, “A. To unite mankind, and convince skeptical
? minds of the immortality of the soul.”

“During the above communication of Calhoun,
the table moved occasionally, perhaps a foot, first
one way and then the other. After the communi-
cation closed we all moved back from the table,
from two to four feet—so that no one touched the
table. Suddenly the table moved from the posi-
tion it occupied some thres or four feet——rested a
few moments—and then moved back to its origin-
al position. Then it again moved as far the other
way, and returned to the place it started from.
One side of the table was then raised, and stood for
a few moments at an angle of about thirty-five de-
grees, and then again rested on the floor as usual.

Vs The table was a large, heavy, round table, at
which ten or a dozen persons might be seated” at
dinner. During all thess movements no person
touched the table, nor was any one near it. = After
seeing it raisefl in the manner abova mentioned, I
had the curiosity to test its weight by raising it
myself. T accordingly took my seat by it—placed
my hands under the leaf, and exerted as much
foreo as T was capable of in that sitting posture,
and eould not raise it a particle from the floor. I
then s%0od up in the best possible position to exert
the greatest, force—took hold of the leaf, and still
could not raise it with all the strength I could ap-
ply. I then requested the three ladies to take hold
around the table, and try all together to lift it. We
lifted upon it until the leaf and top began to erack,
and did not raise it a particle. We then desisted,
‘fear_mg we s_hould break the table. I then said,
Will the spirits permit me to raise the table? I

Digiized by tne \
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then took hold alone and raised it without difficul-
ty. After this the following conversation eusued.
Q. Can you raise the table entirely from the floor?
A. Yes. Q. Will you raise me with it? A. Yes;
get me the square table.

“The square table was of cherry, with four legs;
a large sized tea table, It was brought out and
substituted for the round one, the leaves being
raised. I took my seat on the centre; the three
ladies sat at the sides and the end, their hands and
arms resting upon it. This, of course, added to the
weight to be raised, namely, my own weight, and
the weight of the table. Two legs of the table
were then raised about six inches from the floor;
and then the other two were raised to a level with
the first, so that the whole table was suspended in
the air about six inches above the floor. While
thus seated on it I could feel a gentle vibrating
motion, as if floating in the atmosphere. After
being thus suspended in the air for a few moments,
the table was gently let down to the floor! Some
pretend to say that these physical manifestations are
made. by electricity. I should like to know by
what law of electricity known to us, a table is at
one time riveted, as it were, to the floor, against all
the force that could be exerted to raise it; and at
another raised entirely from the floor with more
than two hundred pounds weight upon it.

“At a subsequent meeting, Calhoun directed me
to bring three bells and a guitar. I 'brought them
accordingly. The three ladies and myself were
seated at the table, with our arms resting on it.

~ The bells commenced ringing in a sort of chime.

}hps were made as if beating time to a march.
A .
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The raps then ceased and the bells rang violently
for several minutes. A bell was then pressed on
my foot, my ankle and knee. This was at different
times. When the ringing of the bell ceased, I
felt sensibly and distinctly the impression of a hand
on my foot, ankle and knee,

“] was then directed Lo put the guitar on a large
bureau drawer which was upon the square table.
We were all seated as before. The gnitar was
touched softly and gently, and gave forth sweet and
delicious sounds, like the accompaniment to a beau-
tiful and exquisite piece of music. It then played
a sort of symphony, in much louder and bolder
tones. And as it played these harmonious sounds
becoming soft, sweet and low, began to recede, and
grew fainter and fainter till they died away on the
ear in the distance. Then they returned and grew
louder and nearer till they were heard again in full
and gushing volume as when they commenced.

“I am utterly incapable of giving any adequate
idea of the beauty and harmony of this music. I
have heard the guitar touched by the most delicate
and scientific hands, and heard from it under such
guidance, the most splendid performances. But
never did I hear anything that fastened upon my
very soul like these prophetic strains drawn out by
an inyisible hand from the Spirit World, After
the music had ceased, the following communication
was received. This is my hand that touches the

uitar. Joux C. Carmouw.”

The following is from a letter written by Hon. J.
W. Edmonds, He says: i
, “After depending upon my senses as to those va-
rious phases of the phenomenon, I invoked the aid
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of science, and with the assistance of an accomplish-
ed electrician and his machinery, and eight or ten
intelligent, educated, shrewd persons, examined the
matter. 'We pursued our inquiries many days, and
established to our satisfaction two thing;—First,
that the sounds were not produced by the agency
of any person present or mear us; and, second,
that they were not forth coming at our will and
pleasure,

“In the mean time another feature attracted my
attention, and that was ¢ physical manifestations,’ as
they are termed. Thus, [ have known a pine table
with four legs, lifted bodily up from the floor, in
the center of a circle of six or eight persons, turned
upside down and laid on its top at our feet, then
lifted up over our heads, and put leaning against
the back of the sofa on which we sat. "I have
known that same table to be tilted up on two legs,
its top at an angle of forty-five degrees, when it nei-
ther fell over of itself, nor could any person present
put it back on its four lags. Thave seen a mahog-
any table, having only a center leg, and with a
lamp burning upon it, lited from the floor at least
a foot, in spite of the efforts of those present, and
shaken backward and forward as one would shake

a goblet in his hand, and the lamp retained its

place, though its glass pendants rang again. I haye
seen the same table tipped up with the lamp on it,
8o far that the lamp must have fallen off unless re-
tained there by something else than its own gravi-
ty, yet it fell not, moyed not. - T have known a din-
ner bell taken from a high shelf in a closet, rung
over the heads of four or five persons in that closet,
then rung around the room over the heads of twelve

Bt Rosear
‘.1St Rese:



100 SPIRITUALISM.

or fifteen persons in the back parlor, and then borne
through the folding doors to the farther end of the
front parlor, and there dropped on the floor. Thave
frequently known persons pulled about with a force
which it was impossible for them to resist, and
once, when all my own strength was added in vain
to that of the one thus affected. I have known a
mahogany chair thrown on its side, and moved
swiftly back and forth on the floor, no one touching
it, through-a room where there wereat leasta dozen
people sitting, yet no one was touched, and it was
repeatedly stopped within a few inches of me, when
it was coming with a violence, which, if not arrested,
must have broken my legs.”

The Judge states that he has not alluded to any
things which have occurred to him when he has
been alone, preferring  to mention only those mani-
festations which others have witnessed. He further
states

“Preparatory to meeting a circle, I have sat
down alone in my room, and carefully prepared «
series of questions to be propounded, and I have
been surprised to find my questions answered, and
in the precise order in which I wrote them, with-
out my even taking my memorandum out of my
pocket, and when I knew that not a person pre‘sent
even knew that I had prepared questions, much
less what they were. My most secret thoughts
those which I have never uttered to mortal man or
woman, have been freely spoken as if T had uttered
them. Purposes which I have privily entertained
have been publicly. revealed; and I have once and
again been admonished that my every thought was
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known to, and eould be disclosed by, the intelli-
ence thus manifesting itself.

“When I was absent last Winter in Central
America, my friends in town heard of my where-
abouts and of the state of my health seven times,
and on my return, by comparing their information
with the entries in my journal, it was found to bs
invariably correct. So in my recent visit to the
West, my whereabouts and my condition were told
to & medium in this city while I wastraveling on the
railroad between Cleveland and Toledo.”

We will add the following, taken from the Spir-
itual  Telegraph, July 23d, 1853, headed, New
and Astounding Facts:

“These invisible beings create for themselves
physical hands, they say, from the elements of
the surrounding atmosphere, aud which may be
rendered visible to the physical vision, or natural
sight, so that any person present is capable of testi-
fying to the fact—himself being witness. With
this self-created hand they write their communica-
tions, either with pen or pencil, draw landscapes,
flowers, 1'epresentati0ns of celestial orbs and scene-
ries, with ornamental paintings—also the outlines
of the celestial spheres, with extended explanations
of the same. The exhibitions which I have been
permitted to witness in that place, [Columbus, 0.]
1 consider to be of a most astounding character.
The specimens of instramental music which I have

" heard performed at different times by the spirits,

give evidence to our senses of the reality of their
spiritual origin; for the music 18 of such a style,
character and excellence as not to be imitated by
earthly music; for before any of earth’s inhabitants

Andrews Unive
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can give equal or similar demonstrations, they
must experience a similar development in their des-
tined transitions from this earth’s sphere. I have
conversed with them in audible language, precisely
as T would converse with any inhabitant of earth,
and witnessed similar conversation of the spirits
with others, and bave, also, repeatedly shaken hands
with the spirits, and have witnessed the same per-

~ formance by each individual of the company.”

In view of the testimonies already given, (which
are not one hundredth part of what might be giv-
en,) we are constrained to believe that the manifes-
tations are caused by spirits, It is not possible
to believe that so many men of distinguished intel-
ligence, judgment and apparent candor, could be
deceived by a mere cheat, or trick, and then en-
gage with such ardor to deceive others, These
manifestations have endured the closest scrutiny,
and most thorough investigation, and yet what is
called the Cause of Spiritualism,is advancing more
and still more rapidly. Those who can, under
such circumstances, receive the testimony of those
who ery, “ Humbug,” “trickery,” &c., are more to
be charged with credulity, than the most ardent
Spiritualist.

CHARACTER OF THE SPIRITS,

The question now arises, What kind of spirits are

these? ~Are they what they profess to be, namiely,

the spirits of the dead? We answer, They are not;
and give the following reasons:

fentist Res
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(1.) They profess to be commissioned by God
to visit this world to communicate instruction for
the benefit of mankind. That this is not so is ev-
ident from the fact that God has forbidden necro-
mancy in his word. Deut. xviii, 11; Tsa, viii, 19.
And admitting that the dead know & thousand
times more than the living, it is certain that God
does not commission them to come to this world to
lead men to break the divine command.

(2.) They cannot be spirits of the dead, because
the Bible teaches that the dead have not knowl-
edge. “For the living know that they shall die;
but the dead know not anything, neither have they
any wore a reward ; for the memory of them is for-
gotten. Also their love, and their hatred, and their
envy, is now perished; neither have they any more
a portion forever in anything that is done under
the sun.” Eecl. ix, 5, 6.

Says David: “Let my soul live, and it shall
praise thee.” Ps. cxix, 175, Why David! Can-
not your soul praise God when separated from the
body, and you are dead and buried? Let him an-
swer: “ The dead praise not the Lord, neither any
that go down into silence.” DPs. exv, 1%

These manifestations cannot be from the Spirit
of God, neitber can they be good angels, minister-
ing unto certain ones, from the fact that they pro-
fess to be something else; and the Spirit of God and

0od angels will tell the truth. Then what are
hey? We answer: They are Iying spirits, the mes-
sengers of the father of lies, The fact that they
are very numerous is no objection to this view.
The unclean spirit that was cast out of the man
from among the tombs, by our Lord, answered,
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“My name is legion; for we are many.” Mark v,
1-13. That the Devil has angels or messengers
to go at his bidding, and carry out his purposes is
evident from the following texts: “And the angels
which kept not their first estate, but left vheir own
habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chains,
under darkness, unto the judgment of the great
day.” Jude, verse 6.

“And there was war in heaven: Michael and his
angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon
fought, and his angels, and prevailed not; neither
was their place found any more in heaven. And
the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called
the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole
world: he was cast out into the earth, and his an-
gels were cast out with him.” Matt. xii, 7-9.
¢ Then shall he say unto them on the lefi hand,
Depart from me, yeo cursed, into everlasting fire,
prepared for the Devil and his angels.” Matt.xxv,41.
Now when these spirits vitit individuals, professing
to be the spirit of Paul, Peter, John or James; of
the Patriarchs, Prophets; Dr. Franklin, Washing-
ton, Paine, Calhoun, or some dear friend, or per-
haps a lovely infant recently buried,  they come
with a lie in their mouths. It is no sucb thing!
Behold the deception ! Job says of the dead, “ His
sons come to honor, and ke knoweth it not; and
they are brought low, but ke perceiveth it not of
them.” Job xiv, 21. But these spirits testify that
they know all about the condition of the living.

Solomon says of the dead : “ Neither have they any
more a portion forever in anything that is done un-
der the sun.” Ecel. ix, 6. But these spirits, in
many cases, acta very conspicuous part in what
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is done under the sun. They rap, write, play on
musical instruments, and move chairs, tfltbles, &e.
David in speaking of man says: “His breath
goeth forth, he returneth to kis earth; in that very
day his thoughts perish.” Ps. cxlvi, 4. Here are
three inspired witnesses perfectly agreeing in their
testimonies that the dead have not knowledge.
Therefore the testimony of these rapping and writ-
ing spirits, in regard to themselves, is false, ?,nd the
reader must allow us to call them lying spirits.
They say one great object of their manifestations
is, to convince the world of the immortality of the
soul, that all men haveimmortality. But the Bible
lainly teaches that immortality, or eternal life, is
the gift of God through Jesus Christ, and conse-
quently, conditional. ~#The wages of sin is death;
but the gift of God is eternal life_through Jesus
Christ our Lord.” Rom. vi, 23. “Who will render
to every man according' to his degds; to them who
by patient continuance in well-doing, seek f?r glory,
and honor, and immortality; eternal life.” Rom.
ii, 6,7. Certainly, God does not require man to
seek for immortal'ty if all men now possess '1t,!
Paul says to Timothy: * Which in his times he
chall shew, who is the blessed and the only Poten-
tate, the King of kings, and Lqrd of: lords who on-
ly kath immortality, &. 1 Tim. vi, 15, 16.
These spirits teach that all men possess immortal-
ity; but *St. Paul teaches that it is possessed by
the King of kings and TLord of lords only; and
that Christ has brought life f\nd'zmmortalzty to
light threugh the gospel; [2 Tim. 1, 10;] and that
it is to be put on at the sound of the last trump, at
the second appearing of Christ. 1 Cor. xv, 52-54.

fientist Rese
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Although these spirits generally appear ver
and pioug, and profess thft lheirymli?sion is ytog?x(:ld-
prove the spiritual good of mankind, yet it is evi-
dent tha_t they are commissioned by the great au-
félOl]’ of lies, from the manner they treat the word of

od.

The holy Apostle says :“All seripture is giv
by inspiration of God, and is proﬁtabli for doc%rirf:
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in rightz
eousngss; that the man of God may be perfect
thoroughly furnished unto all good works.” 2 Tim,
iii, 16, 17. ; But these spirits teach that the Sacred
Volume is imperfect, and that they have come to
correct its errors. That it s quite out of date, its
light being eclipsed by the glory of these commu-
nications from the spirit world. = The truth is, that
the Bible doctrine of life and immortality ,alone
through Jesus Christ, and that conditional, is per-
i"ectly;hdest&'uc]tive of their whole phi!oeophy’; there-
ore they declare that the Bible i rely
farmy ofyGod, e Bible is not purely the

Wo give the following from a work entitled,

1 { Spirit Rapping Unveiled, by H. Mattison, A. M.

“¢A. W. Hoar, medium,” represents the spirit
St. Paul as going through lhepBib]e, and sp}iakinof
of the different books on this wise: Gnm;sm—g
‘About‘; as true as any fietitious work that is now
printed.” p.10. Exopus.—‘As good a book as
could be expected in that day.’—Ibid. Lzviricus
— Not directly from God as man supposes.’ p 12,
NUMBI?RS.——‘SUU]J an absurdity as that [the facts
stated in chapter 1st,] ought to ba cast into the low-
est depths of the infernal regions.’ 2. —Josu-
vA.—‘Almost the whole book is false. Ibid.—Jupg-
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£s.—‘About the same as the others; and it needs
no argament to show that it is void of inspiration.’
p. 14, Rura—* Without inspiration, the same as
the others.! p. 15,

¢ Samurr.—A part of it is correct.’ p.15. Kves.
—¢Multitudes of mistakes—not correct—no inspir-
ation. pp. 16, 17. Ezra.—¢By a person bearing
its name, without inspiration.’ p. 17. JoB—
¢ Whitten through mediums—would have been cor-
rect, had it not been that man destroyed its puri-
ty” pp. 18, 19. Psaums.— Written in the same
way, and some of them are correct. p. 19.

“The rest of the books in the Old Testament
are said to be ‘somewhat correct in the main_;’
[p- 205] and in reference to the whole, this *spirit
of darkness’ says: ‘Let me say unto you, 0, man
at this day, in regard to the Old Testament, Mexe
Mgexe, Texer, UPHARSIN. p. 21, In the same
strain this medium passes on through the New Tes-
tament, exclaiming, as he passes from book to book,
through the gospels, epistles, and Apocalypse, ‘not
correct,’ ¢ mistake,’ * fictitions,’ ¢ contrary to the will
of God. :

«The Bible when first written was nothing more
than a book written through mediums, as I am
now writing through my medium. St Paul
through Mr. Hoar,p. 9. ]

« John Wesley is represented as saying: ¢The
men who wrote the Bible were not always under
full control of the spirit eommunicating, 8o that
many errors crept into the Bible. . . - The
Bible has more good teachings than any other

work, and has more evil; choose the good, discard

the evil. ”
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The New Era publishes a letter from Rev. James
Smith, A, M., London, July 8th, 18583, from which
we extract the following:

4The Old Testament is but the skin of the old i

Serpent. But who will say that God did not make y

that skin? It is the use that is to be made of the (
Bible, rather than its origin that should be discuss-
ed. I believe the Old Testament to be divine; but b
T creep out of it as a chicken out of an egg, when 1 \
have exhausted its nourishment.” “The living law

is more than a rule that God has given us, It is

God himself using us as mediums. It is the living

God, not the dead Rule that will interpret the word =
of God.” “ Wae want the living law that will show L
us what great service the Bible has done, and what
mischief it has done; and how to transform its evil
into good, its nonage into maturity, its sourness in-
to sweetness.”

We copy from Mr. Mattison’s work, a few testi-
monies from these spirits relative to our Lord Jesus
Christ. The spirit of John Wesley is represented
as saying: “ Jesus was a great and good man; but
there was nothing more miraculous about his con-
ception, birth life, and teachings than any good
man, Jesus never taught the people to pay divine
homage to him; he never taught that he was the
Son of God, except in the sense in which other
men might be the sons of God.” Unfoldings, p. 1.”

“¢What is the meaning of the word Christ?
'Tis not, as is generally supposed, the Son of the
Creator of all things. Any just and perfect being
is Christ. The crucifixion of Christ is nothing more
than the crucifixion of the spirit, which all have to
contend with before becoming perfect and righteous.

———
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The miraculous. conception of Christ is merely a
fabulous tale.”  Telegraph, No. 37.

“The spirit of  Channing says: ‘The spirit of
Lazarus had not entirely left the body; he was in
a trance. Christ in his superior condition saw this,
and by Lis magnetic power restored the action of
the system, The same was done at the restora-
tion of the maid.! Zelegraph, No. 34

“+The spirit of Christ was not wholly separated
from the body when he was placed in the tomb,
and the guardian spirits, who had attended him
through life, using him as a medium, rolled away
the stone, restored the spirit to the body, and Christ
walked bodily out of the tomb. .Sometime after-
ward he died naturally, his body was left to moul-
der back to dust, and his spirit, seen only by those
who were mediums, ascended to heaven.”” From
Dr. Bristol's letter—Telegraph, No. 34. ;

These spirits also, testify that there is mo Devil,
nor evil spirits.  This really looks like Satan’s mas-
ter-piece. He is advertising throughout the earth
through these spirits, that he does not exist! If he
can only make them believe this, then he is ready
for his last great deception.

This reminds us of a story which well illustrates
the case. It is in substance, this: “The notori-
ous robber, George Cole, of England, whenever l}e
wanted to perpetrate an act of some dreadful vil-
Jainy, would get some suitable tool to advertise his
baving been hanged !/or imprisoned ! or transport-
ed to Botany Bay! Thus, suspicion was al'layed;
and his villainous deeds more easily accomplished.”

«¢The imagination of evil spirits is an image
only belonging to the human mind while such
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mind is yet in an unenlightened or undeveloped
state, &e.’!  Zove and Wisdom, P. 98" “I asked
if there was any Devil. Answer: ‘No. ‘Are all
spirits happy after death? ¢ Yes, measurably.
‘ What church is nearest right — Answer: ¢ Uqi-
versalist doctrine is nearest right.)— Zelegraph, No.
8. “‘There are no bad spirits; that is, no dev-
ils or demons. Those spirits we have conversed
with will not allow us to use'the term,"— Supernal
Theology, p. 71" “¢The spirits utterly disclaim
all truth in the imaginations of individuals who be-
lieve in the doctrine of evil spirits.”  Zeacher, p.
TIa"

They are “familiar spirits? They sustain the
very character of the familiar spirits named in the
Bible, as the following text shows: “ And thou
shalt be brought down, and shalt speak out of the
ground, and thy voice shall be as of one that hath
a familiar spirit, out of the ground, and thy speech
shall whisper [margin, peep, or chirp] out of the
dust.” Tsa. xxix, 4,

All will see the identity of this 70w rapping spir-
it, and the Jow whispering, or peeping 8pirit named
in the text. The one named in the text was a “fa-
miliar spirit,” so is the other, They are almost
always ready to communicate, especially with those
Wwho are entirely devoted to them. They will rap,
write, move, or throw things about, play musical
instruments, and direct persons from place to place.
Though they sometimes appear very religious, yet
they are not very particular with whom they are
so familiar; communicating in their low manner
freely with the vicious, as well as the virtuous.
We will here give the principal passages in which

he @enter fi
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reference is made to “ familiar spil:it.s,” to show in
what light they are held by the Bible.

“ There shall not be found among you . . . . an
enchanter, or a witch, or a charmer, or a consulter
with familiar spirits, or a wizard, or a necroman-
cer,” Deut. xviii, 10, L1. ik Y

“Regard not them that have familiar spmts‘,
neither seek after wizards, to be d{eﬁled by them:
I am the Lord your God.” Lev. xix, 31.

“And the soul that turneth after such as have
familiar spirits, and after wizards, to go a.\?thZi]ngt
after them, I will even set my face against 13”
soul, and will cut him off from among the people.

T
Le:' Tﬁ;u said Saul unto his servants, Seek me a
woman that hath a familiar spirit, that T u')zay go
to her and enquire of her.” 1 Sam. xxvii, G. 47

Poor fallen man! . When forsaken by Go f'e
fills up the cup of his iniquity by consul‘tlggf a hdi:
miliar spirit] For it is said : “So Saul dleh (i:ord
transgression which he committed agalllllgt }tl E e
even against the word of the Lord, w 1ch t,hadpa
not, and also for asking coqnf’el of one tha .
familiar spirit, to enquire of it.” 1 Chron. x,k 78

* And when they shall say unto you, Seek u :
them that have familiar spirits, and unto vlvlzare 1:
that peep and that matter: should not a people se

~1 unto their God?”  lsa. viil, 19.

THE DAY OF/WRATH HASTETH.

i three unclean
Rev. xvi, 13-15. “And I saw J
spirits like f;ogs come outof the mouth of the drag:

1
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on, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of
the mouth of the false prophet. * For they are the
spirits of devils working miracles, which go forth
unto the kings of the earth,and of the whole world,
to gather them to the baltle of that great day of
God Almighty. Behold T come as a thief, Bless-
ed is he that watcheth and keepeth his garments,
lest he walk naked and they seo his shame.”

The manifestation of the unclean spirits named
in the text is just before Christ comes “as a thief,”
and preparatory to the battle of the great day of
God Almighty; therefore they are a sign of the
swift appreach of that dreadful day. We do not
understand by the plirase, ¢ three unclean spirits,”
that they are only three in number, as some have
argued; but they were to be manifested frem these
three divisions: the dragon, beast and false proph-
et. The unclean spirit that Christ cast out of the
man from among the tombs, [Mark v, 1-13,] said,
“ My name is legion; for we are many.”

The spirits named in the text have power to work
miracles. This we have shown is now being fulfill-
ed in the history of Spirit Manifestations. They
“go forth unto the kings [or kingdoms] of the earth,
and of the whole world.” ~ How true in the history
of Spiritualism!

The unclean spirits are now entering the three
great bodies named in the text; but under the sixth
vial, and just prior to Christ’s coming as a thief, they
will be seen going “out of the mouth” of these thres

leading powers. See J, H. Waggoner's late work on
Modern Spiritualism, pp. 61, 62.
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The extent of Spiritualism and its rapid progress
may be seen by the statistics taken from the Spir-
itual Register for 1859 by the New York T'rib-
une.
NUMBER OF PROFESSED SPIRITUALISTS.

Maine 40,000 Maryland 3,000
New Hampshire 20,000 Virginia 5,000
Vermont 25,000 North Carolina 4,000
Rhode Island 5,000 South Carolina, 8,000
Massachusetts 100,000 Georgia 5,000
Connecticut 20,000 Kentucky 10,000
New York 850,000 Tennesee 20,000
New Jersey 5,000 Alabama 4 6,000
Louisiana 15,000 Mississippi 15,000
Arkansas 2,000 Minnesota 3,000
Ohio 150,000 Missouri 30,000
Michigan 70,000 Kansas 1,000
Indiana 50,000 Nebraska 1,000
Tllinois 90,000 Florida 1,000
‘Wisconsin 70,600 Texas 20,000
Towa 25,000 California 30,000
Penusylvania 80,000 Oregon 1,000
Delaware 2,000 New Mexico 2,000
Total in the United States 1,284,000
Canada 40,008
Cuba 1;,880
South America )
The Eastern Continent ¢ 600,000
Total 1,940,000

The Register gives thé names and addresses of
1349 public speakers, and 238 professional mediums.
; g 3
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The Register estimates that there are 1,000 pub-
lic speakers, 40,000 mediums, public and private;
that 500 spiritual books and pamphlets have been
printed.

Compare the above with the statistics for 1858,
on page 92, and it will be seen that there has been
an increase of Spiritualists in' one year of 302,500!

BABYLGN.

Rev. xviii, 1-4. “And affer these things I saw
another angel come down from heaven, having great
power; and the earth was lightened with his glory.
And he cried mightily with g strong voice, saying,
Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become
the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul
spirit, and a cage of every unelean and hatefal bird.
For all nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath
of her fornication, and the kings of the earth have
committed fornication with her, and the merchants
of the earth are waxed rich through the abundance
of her delicacies. And I heard another voice from
heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, that
ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive
not of her plagues p

The word Babylon comes from Babel, and signi-
fies “ confusion or mixture! See Gen. x, 10; xj, 9.
Once when men were all of one language, they un-
dertook to build a “cityy and a tower whose top
should reach unto heaven.” But God came down

and confounded their language, so that they “ could
not understand one amother’s speech.” “So the
Lord scattered them abroad from thence upon the

mr; ¥
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face of all the earth; and they left off building the
city. Therefore is the pame of it callad Babel,
[margin, that is, confusion,| because the Lord did
there confound the language of all the earth.” Gen.
xi, 1-9. Babylon, sygnifying confusion, well ap-
plies to the many denominations of professed Chris-

. tians, with their different creeds, holding forth such

confusion of sentiments. We are aware that many
will object to this yiew; but we ask such as do ob-
jeet to make a better application. :

The fall of Babylon is a moral fall. This may
aid us in determining what Babylon is. That her
fall is a moral change is evident from the order of
events given, First, she falls, second, she becomes
the habitation of devils, and “the hold of every foul
spirit,” &e.; third, God’s people are called out of
her; and, fourth, her plagues are poured ou‘t‘: upon
her, and she is thrown down with violence, “ like a
great mill stone eastinto the sea,” and “found no

re at all.”’ -
moft"3 Babylon be applied to the Roman Catholic
church, then we inquire, When did that church
morally fall? and then, as a second event, become
corrupt and spirtually wicked? She has always
ow and corrupt.
beertorlain, Babylon ]I; where God’s people are, ?nd
from which they ate called out, a short time be Orff
the seven last plagues are poured out. ',llzlls is t(;]velr
dent from Rev. xvili, 4. “And Ihearf 1:ino
voice from heaven; saying, Come out ot her, my
cers of her sing, and that
people, that ye be not-partakers o l’ i
ve receive not of her rgl_a%u]es.fo]fo; tli;ag ;]%l;?s o
sti e, and immediately |
::g ﬁt]kg:leéaﬁl dto God’s people, the present 18
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shown to be the period of her fallen condition, and

This forbids the idea of applying the text to the
Catholic church in past time,” Where, then, are the
people of God of tis generation ?  Are they in the
Roman Catholic church? No; they have been,
and many still are, in the Protestant sects, Bean
this in mind: Babylon is where God’s people are,
a short time before the seven last plagues are pour-
ed out, She morally falls, and the people of God
are called out to escape her plagues. This shows
i the propriety of applying Rabylon to the sects, and
locates the whole scene in a short period, just prior
to the Second Advent. A

If it be said that the city of Rome is Bab-
ylon, and that her fall is the butning of that literal
city, then we would ask, How can the city of Rome
“become the habitation of devils, and the hold of
every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and
hateful bird” after it is burned. And bow is it
possible for God’s people to be in Rome, (in order
to be called out,) after that city' is burned, and i
throx.vn down with violence, like a great mill-stone
cast into the sea by a mighty angel, and “ found no
more at all”  Will God's people be in Rome after
thatcity is no more? Again, the people of God
are called out of Babylon to escape her plagues.
But will they flee ont of Rome after it is burned, to
escape plagues, of which her being burned is her
last plague 7 “ Her plagues shall come in one day
death, and mourning, and famire; and she shall be
utterly burned with fire.” JRev. xviii, 8. The true
application of Babylon is free from all these incon-
sistencies.  The prophecy when rightly applied,

the time for God's people to be called out of her.

Center ot Advent
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will fit like the'glove to the hand, being made pur-
posely forit.

We unhesitatingly apply the Babylon of the
Apocalypse to all corrupt christianity. The term,
sygnifying confusion,'is perfectly appl'icnble to the
many different secls, each holding different senti-
ments, and all unitéd with the world. The Prot-
estant sects are fitly represented by the harlot daugh-
ters of the womanyof Rev. xvii, 4, 5. .The.woman
that would leave Ler husband, and unite with, and
seek protection from, another, would be called thus.
The professed church of Christ has left the arm of
her true husband,cand now leans upon the strong
arm of the law. /She seeks protection, and to be
nourished by the gorrupt governments of the world,
and is properly @represented by the harlot daugh-
ters of the old mother, she being a symbol of the
Catholic churche As the woman should cleave to
her husband, so ghould the church cleave to Christ,
and instead of seeking the arm of the law for pro-

. tection in the worship of God, lean only on the po-

ont arm of her Beloved. Tha nominal 'chm'ches
;ertunlawfully wedded to the world. 'F h.IS may be
soen in the various departments of civil govern(i
ment. Tven incthe war department, the professe /
minister of Jesus Christ is seen mocking the Gorr]r;))
his prayers for success 1n battle. 1 e
testimony of the Apostle is a binder on this pmlnté
«Ye adulterers and) adulteres.ses, knp\v ye rllloté 132
the friendship of the world 18 enmnthnf :i]i
(How few know this!) W'hosoevert ere f?r?} i
be a friend of the f\world is the enemy of God.
Jas, iv, 4.

That Babylon, or

peace with

the nominal churches have fal-
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len, they themselves have borne most solemn testi-
mony. Turn back, dear reader, fo pages 22-34,
under the head, Iniquity Abounds. See also Thyee

Angels of Rev, 2iv, 6-12, PP 61-64; Fucts for

the Times, pp, 86-50, published at the Repiew
Office,

But it may bo said that. our views of the moral
fall.and spiritual death of the churches is shown to
be incorrect by the great revivals of 1858, Well,
let the Congregationalist, published in Boston, spealk
on this subject, In g leading editarial for Nov, 19th,
1858, the editor says:

“Mr. Theodore Parker, during the great awak-
ening a few months sinee, sneeringly told us that a
score of such revivals would never tlose a dram-shop,
or liberate a slave, « fyg est ebal hoste doceri.”
The slander—like many other slahders—.
a grain of truth which is this: t}
piety of our churches is no sue
fidently infer, from its mere existenge, its]egitimate,
practical fruits, Tt ought, for example, to be as

certain, after such a shower of grage, that the treas.
uries of our benevolent societies would be filled, as
1t is after a plentify] rain, that, vhe streams wi]]
swgll.in their channels, Byt the managers of our
societies are bewailing the feebleness of the sympa-
thy and aid of the churches.

“There is another anq saddet illustration of the
Same general truth, The Watehman and Reflector
recently stated that there had never been amon
the Baptists so lamentable a Spread of church djs.
Sension as prevails at Present. And the saq
sin_infects the very
56 largely in the Jate 1o,

contained
hateven the repived
h that one can cop-

fact is mentioned that this
churches which shared mo
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vival. And the &till more melanchg]y f'fic_tis‘ addedt,
that these alienatiops date back their origin, in mos
cases, to the very midst of that scene of awakemnlg.
Even a glance at the weekly journals of our owne;:]:
nomination will evince that the evil is by no 1111]
confined to the Baptists, Our ‘?.w:} colum;lescmgvgi
; ng a
erhaps, never borne 80 !mml.lfu Ak d
gonterrx)tions and ecclesiastical litigations as during
last few months.”? 3 ?
th%l'hdis t;stilnonv, coming from ktw?h verrg'al }(]:l,%]h
i ligd ld, makes the -
sources, in the religious world,
dition of fallen Babylon appear worse than befors
er spurious revivalg,
huL:Ht here be distinetly understood that ti;]e st;cnm.ec}
angel [Rev. xiv, 8]@s in the past. But Lned m%re
of Rev. xviii, 1-4, belongs to the present, a i
es ecia.\ly to the future. This angel is to 1pms(,o e
\vl?at the angel of chap.bxiv, tSi{.?]I{;i,p &r;(; :i:(;e g
i e, whichihas been taki e Ba
ﬂlmtlng;ﬂor He adds, “and is become the yiblsigog
{;foclev{]s: and the hold of every foul s’[’)ml.‘he o
:ace of every unclean and.hateful bmi3 o
conii angel who anngunced m;8«114 thix}t; taege e
H clare thal as.
; ould not then also de A
gagllsn(’)ftfoul spiritsy for the history of her foul spirit
since that,date. : :
ha:Ib:;r:e:'}sm Satan’s mildest bfut,4 :vasib;:;‘. :1152:15
own in this conn¥y prior to 18443 8
k in this country prior to 1844 :
lt\lneozvl?uigh has been bewitched with tl't(sm;?r.nnagg
oo . v t menti &
i . Psychology was not me g
mﬂuezc:)o mnc{l as d;geamed of _all this claEZenrsmgap-
etk sand demons from the infernal reg g ‘Bab-
i i vta])s tables, &e. That
ping, moving chairs, stands,

“full, we do ot believe. But the pras-

ylon's cup is
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ent movements of Spiritualism show the text fast
fulfilling, When accomplished, the wrath of God,
unmixed with mercy will be poured out,

But it may be said that the chrreh as 2 body
does not believe ir the spitit manifestations, Very
well; twelva years since they were not known, And
for two or three years after the rapping was first
heard, almost every one looked upon it as a decep-
tion. But as Spiritualism has rapidly advanced,
there have more ministers embraced it, than any
other class of professional men, and church mem-
bers form a large portion of the body of Spirit-
ualists, '

But we shall contend that this sin of necroman-
Cy rests upon Babylon, She i8hacconntable for it}
for this prominent point of he? popular theology,
found in all her creeds, that allymen have immor-
tality, and that the dead have knowlodge, is the
very basis of Spiritualism,

The Bible doctrine of immortality through Cheist
alone, and that couditional, amd " that the « dead
know not anything,” disrobes these demons, and
€xposes their hideousness, It ghows {hat they are
not the spirits of the dead, bat lying spirits sent
forth to do the work of him who was a liar from
the beginning. 1t is a perfect gafe-guard against
the strong delusion of Spiritvalism. But we do not
see how those who hold that &'l men have immor-
tality, and that the spirit, separated from the body
at death, is conscious, can stand agaiast this heres ?

A writer in the sz'rz'mal'TeZegraplz truthfully
states: “Scarcely do we dicar a funeral sermon, or
read a book or a paper devoted to sacred subjects,
but either directly or indirectly the subject of guar-
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dian angels and the continued existence of the spirit
after death is alluded to. These are some of the
strong points on which Spiritaalists rest their
claims,”

Go into our burying grounds, and there you may
read on almost every grave-stone, that the dead are
still living. Wherever the eye falls upon the in-
scriptions on  elegant monuments, or plain marble
slabs, the impression is given that the soul separated
from the body at dedth, joyfully and unencumbered,
took its flight, and¢mow lives in heaven, This is
illustrated by the following, taken from an exchange
paper:

“A marble monurment in the form of an obelisk,
has recently been puf up in the old burying ground
in Concord, N. H.,§ mark the spot where lie the
remains of the soft of President Picrce, who lost
his life by the accident on the Boston and Maine
Railroad. The mopument bears the foliowing in-
seription : ¢ Bexsajy Premce, born April 13th,
18413 died January'6th, 1853, Go thy way, thy
son liveth.” ; y

Does President Pierce believe what is stated in
the last clause of the above; that his son, who
died Jan. 6, 1853, ‘tliveth?” If he does, then why
may he not expect a visit now and then from his
only son?  Supposé. some accomplished de_n)on
should visit his abode, and imitate the hand-writing
of the deceased, andfin a manner calculated to
touch the finest feelingﬁ of the soul, freely commu-
nicate with those bereaved p?rents‘; move chairs,

bles, &c., play instruments o music; or even imi-
itzzte Ll;e we11 lf-)kﬁown voice dfthat_on'i_v C}]Ilq.‘ Would
those parents be likely t.o resist that visitor, and

S ——
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drive him from them? Or would they believe him
to be the spirit of their dear son? The reader may
answer, 4

Not many years since, af'the funeral of a virtuous
young lady, ‘the minister; while addressing the
mourners, pointed to the coffin before the pulpit,
saying, “ Mary is not there. 'That is but the lifeless
clay, Mary has gone to het God. Or, perhaps,
her spirit has returned, and is now watching over
this mourning circle.”

Suppose distinct raps by somie unseen hand that
very moment had been made on the floor near the
mourners; who of that congregation that hung upon
the words of the eloquent speaker, would have
doubted its being the spirit of Mary that produced
the rappings? No one. B

Now suppose that the minister, at the moment
the rapping was heard, was uttering the Bible doc-
trine that immortality is conditional, to be given to
the saints only at the resurrégtion, and that the
dead know mnot anything. Who of that audience
would have supposed that the raps wers produced
by the spirit of Mary? No ove.

Thus we see that one of the great leading doc-
trines found in all the creeds of Babylon, forms the
basis of Spiritualism. It has “opened a wide door
for Satan to come in and deeeive the world. By
many the doctrine of immortality through Christ
has been elassed with the non-essentials of the Bible.
They will now see its impgance. But we are of
the opinion that the Bible'does not contain non-es-
sentials. The Lord hagearefully kept them out, so
that all seripture is “profitable.”

Let it here be unde'i"afood that we speak of the
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church as a body. That God has ministers and
peo_ple yet in Babylon ‘who are striving for heaven,
amid t.he} moral darkhess that envelops her, we
fully believe. This is evident from the fact that
after the angel [Rev. xviijy 1-3,] proclaims the fall
of Babylon, and that shezhas become a hold of foul
‘spmts, &e., the voice frdm heaven [verse 4] says:
* Come out of her, my/people, that ye be not par-
takers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her
plagues.” b
What a moment of @xtreme interest js the pres-
ent! The pouring outiof the vials of God’s wrath
is the great event beforg us. A little space is left
God’s people to flee o of Babylon, and thereby
“ be not, partakers of lier sins,” (the most promi-
nent of which are dern witcheraft and neero-
mancy,) and “receivd not of her plagues.” The
tenderest feelings of the heart go out after God’s peo-
ple now sitting in darkness. Our spirit yearns over
them. O God, send%;l. light and truth, and save
them speedily ! O bltssed Saviour, bring the sheep
and lambs to thy fold, before the wolves devour
them.

CRY OF PHACE AND SAFETY,

«But of the times and seasons, brethren, ye bave
10 need that I write unto you. For yourselves
know perfectly, that the day of the Lord so cometh
as a thief in the night. For when they shall say,
Peace and safety, then stdden destraction cometh
upon them, .. . and they”"‘,all not escape. But
ye, brethren, are not in darkhess, that that day
should overtake you as a fhief. Ye are all the
children of light, and the childfen of the day: we

@
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are not of the night, nor of \darkness. Therefore
let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and
be sober.” 1 Thess. v, l-gg

Two distinct classes here spoken of. One
class, called brethren, have an understanding of
the times and seasors. They are not in darkness
80 that that day should overtake them as a thief.
They are the children of the light and of the day.
They are not asleep ; but awake and watching for
the day of the Lord. o other class will not
understand the times and seasons; and when the
day of wrath is hasting upon them greatly, they
will be crying “peace andisafety.” They will be
in darkness, or without knowledge as to the ap-
proach of the day of the Lod, and sudden destruc-
tion will come upon them a8 a thief in the night,
and there will be no escapé for them. The two
classes are represented thus:One by a person awake
and watching; the other by & person asleep.

The doctine of a tempoipl millennium is of
quite recent date, and is well"€alculated to lull men
to sleep.  Whilelooking fovk.the world’s conversion,
they will not be expecting the day of wrath., The
first who taught the modermdoctrine of a temporal
millennium was Daniel Whitby, who died, 1726,
aged 88 years,

Our Lord taught that t|
grow together until the
the end of the world, °
days of Noah, so shall it
the Son of man.
Lord, “and broad
truction, and many:
because strait is the

ywheat and tares should
rvest; and the harvest is
nd that as it was in the
e also at the coming of
EWide is the gate,” said our
the way that leadeth to de-
here be that go in thereat;

te, and narrow is the way,

)
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which leadeth unto nfe, and few there be that find
it.” Matt. vii, 13, 14. He does not say the nar-
row way to life is to wider and wider, till the
whole world can walk 10 i The scriptures plainly
teach that as we approacli the end, the love of many
will wax cold, men will pe turned from the truth to
fables, so that the few who bend their lonely foot-
steps in the narrow waf to life, will be less and less.
O that honest souls, now asleep as to the Lord’s
coming, dreaming of the world’s conversion, would
awake before sudden @estruction comes upon them !
The doctrine of universal salvation is also of re--
cent date. It is a devite of Satan to close the ear
against the warning voige of trath. The Universal-
ist has taken the advalitage of the unseriptural doc-

" trine that all men have immortality, and that the
sinner is to wail eternally in hell ﬁre, and has built
himself up on these @rors found in the creeds of

the churches. But 1@y out the doctrine of immor-
tality through Chridlyand obtained at the resurrec-
tion of the just, at th&second coming of Christ, and
the Universalist is “ d0ne over” at once. To suit

his views, the words -i\a Lord, [Matt. vii, 13, 14,]

s to read something as fol-
and broad is th}e; way, ttll)af.
to. and all the world go in thereal; be-
lcexlse;hstt?alilt ,is the gate, and narrow is the way,
which leadeth to destruction, and none can find it!
The alarm has been gi¥en. The gospel o.f th:
kingdom has been preaGhié@ in all the world; ‘mll;
the fears of the people haveipeen aroused. But t e
ovil servant eried, “ My Lordid elayeth his cou:lr;lg,
which put the fears of thousands to an end. Then,

when the period of confidént expectation of the

shotld be altered 8
lows: Wide is the g

e .
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y v .
coming of the Lord passed by, the scoffer n'lum'}‘)!llx-
ed, and the unprepared were greatly reh.eved. The
world and the body of the@burch have fallen asleep
upon the subject of thajtdgment at hand.“ Suc}1
a time of “ease in Zion™hever was known. Peace
and safety” is heard throighout the land.

But we are of the opigion that this cry of peace
and safety is yet to have afmore p‘en_'fect‘fulhllmenc
in the wide-spread delusion)of Spiritualism. That
«jsm” has no Devil, no judlgment, and no punish-
ment of the wicked. All eiter some one of the
circles of the spirit world at death. There the
vilest find pardon of sins @mmitted in this world,
and ascend in triumph to the higher circles!! All
aro safe; for although theylmay be guilty of erime
of the blackest dye, yet at d€ath they can do noth-
ing less than to enter some Oue of these lower cir-
01e’;“hat enemy of Jesus Christ, Thomas Paine, is
now reported through a m@dium, Rev. C. Ham;
mond, to be in the highest giftle of the spirit world !
He says that his name is written in the records
of eternal life,” that-he ha8' received the _plaudlt,
“«Well done, good servant,ithat he has obtained the
« reward” of the faithful,%nd has eutered into

eternal *joy.”!! Nothingghort of a demon could
have the brass to talk of Phine on this wise. We
give the following brief d scription of Paine’s char-
acter, from the Hncyclopedia of Religious Knowl-
edge. I oo ;
“ This unhappy unbefiever died in contempt an
misery. His disgusting vices, his mtemperlance
and profligacy, madethim an outcast from ;}.l re-
spectable society, He is represented as irritable,

Digitized by the Center fori
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vain, cowardly, ﬁ% envious, malignant, dishon-
est and drunken. Im the distress of his last 'sick-
ness, he frequently galled out, ‘Lord Jesus! hel
me. Dr. Manley 4Sked him, whether from his
calling <o often on the Saviour, it was to be inferred
that he believed the @ospel. He replied at last,
¢ I have no wish to bglieve on that subject.’” 3
8o died Thomas Paine, in the depths of wicked-
nsss; and now he is

- circle of the spirit wold, and has come to teach this

| “Rev. Charles Hang ond,” who, under his inspira-

'~ of the Lord, will b

tion, is to enlighten the world !!

What a hope is here held out to the vilest sin-
ner! He may go oglin crime, and feel assured of
finally reveling witlifPaine in the glories of the
higher circles of hefiven!! It is evident that all
who are caught in ®he snare of Spiritualism, will,

- with feelings of pérfect “ peace and safety,” risk
- their soul’s salvatiod, without repentance, and with-
out the benefits 6ffthe atoning blood of Christ.

“ When they shall say peace and safety, then
sudden destruction cBmeth upon them,” &e. From

~ this we understand that those who reject the truth,
and are in darkness @S to the approach of the day
nited in the cry of peace and

‘7 safsty. We seo bub two classes in that dreadful
- hour. One is obeyiig the injunction of the Apos-

- watching the signs of
- Lord come upon them 2

- tle, “ Let us not sleep 8§ do others; but let us watch

“and be sober.” 'With,fhe deepest interest they are
imes, lest the day of the
thief. The other class

is saying, “ Peace and saféby.” ;

 We might here mentionithe abundance of rich-

'@_es, silver and gold, heapeddogether, not only by in-

R
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dividuals, but by numerous ingorporations. Look
at the many banking institutions, the amount of in-
surance capital, &e. &c., now @xisting, and then read
what the Apostle says to #H€ rich respecting their
treasures. “Go to now, e rich men, weep and
how! for your miseries thatSshall come upon you;
your riches are corrupted, alid your garments are
moth-eaten; vour gold and y@ur silver is cankered ;
and the rust of them shall bk witness against you,
and shall eat your flesh as iffwere fire, Ye have
heaped treasure together for tl last days.” James
vy 1-3.

Dear reader, we have poilited out some of the
most prominent signs of the Atnediate coming of the

Son of man, and have shown®heir fulfillment by

well known facts, We havef‘een the signs given
the Jews to prove to them thaf’ Jesus was the true
Messiah; also the more numitous and impressive
signs of his Second Advent.%Christ said of the

Jews, that the men of Nineveh 3¢

in the day of Judgment than¥for them. If you re-
jeet greater light, how will yow stand in the Judg-
ment? Will it not be more #@lérable for the Jews
than for you? O reject..notihe plain word of the
Lord, now fulfilling before g@¥r eyes. * Prepare to
meet thy God. O i Had
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