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DEDICATION. \

TRUTH:

Truth is of God-—is immutable, eternal,
“ What is can never not have been.”

- The fact of my deliverance from the prison by the angels, 1.
and what man can do or say to the contrary, is powerless as
- would be his efforts to extinguish the sun. ]iyhave endeavored
to be strictly accurate and just in my descriptions,—* nothing
extenuated or aught set down in malice,” in this little work;
more to me, I confess, than Ppresidenciss, and which, I doubt~
not, shall in some form of record, bear my humble name adown
the centuries, fresh as shall be the rains, or winds, or mornin
or evening stars, when the titles of earth-born greatness shsﬁ
be lost in the “ vortex of revolutions !” And with inexpresible
gratitude to Almighty God that he has counted us worthy to
suffer reproach for the sake of truth, to his angels who have
attended and shielded me and my companions in our trials, is
this small effort most sincerely consecrated.

L. P. RAND.

“Who maketh his angels spirits.”—Hzsz. i, 7.

*



INTRODUCTION. .

P ]

Knowing that this pamphlet will have a wide and rapid cir-
culation, as thonsands are anxionsly impatient to learn the facts
in relation to our deliverance by the angels from the prison, I
proceed to make a fow brief statements in the outset upon that
occurrence. We had been imprisoned for propagating our re-
ligion, as the facts and minute descriptions, in the sequel,’abund-
antly show. We gave ourselves up to the assumed legal authoir-
ties of the land gen we saw that certain religious biggots were
determined, if they could, to put down our religion by law, as
the spirits directed us to do.

‘We supposed we should be.released by the angels from our
confinement, although we had no positive promise that such
would be the case. We were instructed to remain patiently at
the jail, as there was a great principle to be tested, and results
of no common moment to be determined in the event with
which we were so intimately connected. About five days pre-
vious to the expiration of the term fixed by the law, an angel
spoke in our prison and said we should probably be released.
and that we must be in readiness. We made all preparation
by adjusting our clothes and settling our bills, kaving our af-
fairs in readiness to leave on any emergency.

As will appear in this work, we had been apprehensive that
if we went out from the jail, being released by the angels, the
people wonld not receive our testimony, and so we should be
re-imprisoned for the alleged crime of breaking jail. We had
importuned the spirits to spare us in this matter, as our deliv-
erance would be only a test of spirit-power. On the last night
of our term, when the doors of our prison were thrown open
by the angels, I was commanded to go out to return to the jail
in the morning. I did so, while the mediums were to be de-
tained. As we anticipated, our testimony was not believed,
and the public tone was rife with threats of my re-imprison-
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ment. The jailer, as will appear, had assured us that if we
went forth from the prison, being unlocked by the spirits, we
should be held harmless. The mediums having been re-locked
into their room, and not having gone out with me as they
thought to do, would be allowed to testify in my favor, to the
effect that our door was opened by the angels. Whereas, had
we all been permitted to have gone out, we should all alike
have been deemed culprits in the street. Some imagining that
we had made our escape in one way and eome in an other—
The jailer thought, as I was not in in the morning when the
door was locked, therefore I could not have been in at evening
when he locked up. The turn-key, on the contrary, said he be-
lieved I was in in the evening when the jailer locked np, but
thought we had false keys. So it is plain, unbeliet was to ob-
tain in any case, while the mediums with myself could testify
before God and man to the truthfulness of the event, and an-
gels bear us witness. Many of our friends turned from us in
itter denunciation ; while enemies, in maddened phrenzy,
scoffed, and uttersd maledictions in envenomed wrath.,, O, what
shall break the spell of a hardened and unbelieving world {—
Burely, man in his best eatate, is frail and mutable, while God
is changeless and eternal! And yet there is faith, and really
stron%) men will stand fast. Mushrooms may be trodden in the
mire by menial feet, and slender weeds bend to the breeze, but
oaks upon the mountain’s brow will stand despite the winds
and storms ! ~ ‘ :

SECTION L

INITIATORY REMARKS.

In presenting to the public, in pamphlet form, some brief
statements in relation to the power of the Davenport medinms,
itis important that in the outset, the reader should associate
in his mind the fact everywhere conceded within the pale
of theological faith, that there have been mediums of great
diversity of characteristics in all ages of the world. Abra-
ham had the gift of prophecy, and mediumship in almost every
form, manifesting itself now in one phase and now in another,
adapting itself to the times, and to the exigencies of human
experience,—exhibited itself almost constantly in the long line
of his numerous posterity.

Nor was mediumship confined to any one nation or people.
Hagar, the Egyptian servant in Abraham’s family, was  emi-
nently medinmistie, so that the angel spoke in her presence,
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peremptorily demanding that she go back from the wilderness
abode to which she had been driven. to the household of the
Patriarch, the father of her child. Itis abundantly manifest
that there was much mediumistic power, though not, perhaps,
often of an elevated character, with the Egyptians, Babyloni-
ans, snd other nations of the earth ; and in some instances
allowing the introduction of the most astonishing and momen-
tous truths that ever startled the world ; instance the char-
acteristics of Melchisedee, the ancient Gentile Spiritualist,
[1] to whom the Patriarch Abraham paid tithes ; the prophesy
of Balaam, the soothsayer, who spake of Christ [2], the dream
or vision of Pharaoh [8], indicating [it required the son of
Jacob to interpret it,] the seven years of plenty, and the seven
following years of famine, involving 14 years of copstant spirit
testin al% the land ; and the image-dream of Nebuchadnezzar,

4], [it required a Hebrew captive to restore and interpret
it,] containing the startling fportent and particular prediction
not only of the evolutions of four mighty monarchies, but alse
the introduction and setting up of the kingdom of the Messiah,
which shonld indefinitely expand until its power should fill the
whole earth, .

But eircumstances have coneurred to render us, as a Chris-
tian people, in our theological associations more familiarly ac-
g;zainted with the history of the mediumistic deveiogments of

e Jewish people ; so we find the angels talking to Abraham,
and Lot, to Isasc and Jacob, to Moses and Aaron, to
Msanoah and to Giddeon, to Elijah, Daniel and Zechariah,
55]], to Samuel and the prophets generally,in their time. In

e history of this remarkable people, the Jews, we find every
variety and phase of medinmship, from thatin which the pres-
ence and power of spirits were manifested through mere p yei-
cal demonstrations, to that in which the © FEapt Ilsiah” held
communication with God on high through the inspiring angels
of his presence.

“'When Jacob wrestled with the angel it was very plainly a
physical test, aud the sinew of the Patriarch’s thigh shrunk at
the touch of his competitor [6]. The strong man of (ath,
when “the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon him,” and
“he rent the lion as he would have rent s kid” [7]; now
breaking the new ropes, [8]; and now the green withes with
which he was bound, now with bloody hand slaying his thirty
and his thousand men ; now with single arm bearing away

J.-Heb, §; 1-4. 3oGen, 14; 1.8,
Do Nom, $4; 13-25. Josh. 13; 22, 4,~-Dan, % 31-45,
5,~Gon, 18; 2, #3-13,— and Lot, (Gen, 19; 42,«to Issac, Geo, 26;2,—and Jacob, Gen, 33;1, 3394
~40 Moses and Asron, Ex. J; 85,10 Monah, Judges 13; 2-21,—and Elijah, | Kings, 18; . 9,~Dan,
10; 18, Zech 1; L. :
T~Judges 14; 6,

o Gon. 38; 24-39,
8,~-Judges 16; 12,
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to the heights the city gates; and now bowing at the pillars of
the house [9], to wrench them from their foundations, exhibited
his mediumistic powers through physical manifestations. How-
beit, he had other mediumistic powers, which were developed
‘a8 he arose to be Judge in Israel 20 years.
Elijah, though possessed of transcendent prophetic gifts, and
ower to heal the sick and raise the dead, was necessitated, at
least in one straight to which the unbelief and corruptions of
his people had reduced him, to resort to physical demonstrs-
tions—the literal sacrifice on his altar being consumed withount
the application of fire [1 Kings, 8: 38,] by human hands, de-
clarilng signally to the world that the Lord is God, and mnot
a8i. ’
The opening of the waters of the Red Sea, and of Jordan,
the slanghtering of mighty armies by the angels, the opening
of prison doors, the looging of chains and fettérs, and the shak-
ing of dungeon walls as with an earthquake shock, fall under
the name of physical manifestations. The mediums of whom I
am to speak in this work, while they have other signal gifts,
have thus far in their developement, been distingunished chiefly
for their capacity for physical manifestations.

SECTION IL

MEDITUMSHIP OF THE DAVENPORT BOYS—A BEETCH OF THEIR LIVES,
AND ORIGIN OF THEIR MEDIUMEHIP.

Dounbtless, mediurmship in the strictest and fruest construe-
tion of the matter, as almost every other human characteristic,
may be said to be hereditary. The parents of the remarkable.
medinms of whose powers this chapter is designed brieflly to
speak, were, on the mothers side, of English exiraction, while

o father is a regular New Yorker; in both, the moral and in-
tellectnal faculties are well developed, and the entire coronal
region of the head large. They reside in Buffalo, N. Y., wherg,
they have reared their family, sharing the honors and respon-
sibilities of that city. In the early training of their children,
compoged of two sons and one daughter, [now of 14 years, a
medium of signal powers.] of course it was unknown that there
were any mediums in the family. At length the young daugh-

- ter was impressed to say, that if they, meaning the family and
some few iriends, wounld sit, they would receive manifests-
tions from the spirits. The test was made and the prediction

9, Judges 16; 30,
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of the child was verified, and the house from that time has
been the scene of spirit manifestations of the most demonstra-
tive and unmistakable character, even up to the present time,
The mediumship of these children seemed to develope itself at
onee, or rather it was discovered at once that it existed. No
long process of training seemed necessary ; the conditions be-
ing favorable, the spirits could act in their presence at once.—
The boys were borne about the house by the spirits, and lifted
up against the plastering of the room over head, as among the
commonest early physical manifestations in this family.

Since those early manifestations other modes have been in-
troduced by the spirits, such as the playing on musical instrn.
ments, the exhibition of spirit-hands, their touch and hand-
Img of persons and things, writing with spirit-hands, loud
and long continued talking by the spirits, and all in keeping
with a clear, determinate zeal and purpose on the part of the
spirits, to establish the fact of spirit manifestations. '

The boys are small in statue, being rather below the medinm
size. Whether the great and constant drafts from their vital
force made by the spirits in giving manifestations has produ-
ced this result is unknown, and yet this js the general suppo-
gition. Probably such is the case in degree as a general rule,
and persons may’ in this, as in other excesses, exercise their

wers to an injurious extent. The boys are usually healthy,

aving an exuberant flow of humor and vivacity, both from
habit and constitution, much inclived to conviviality and social
amusements, Their ages now are 18 and 19. Their sister hav-
ing much the same phase of mediumship at present with her
brothers, is a hale and vigorous youth, in whose presence spir-
- its readily manifest their powers—speaking audibly—and bear-
ing musical instraments about the room and over the heads of
the aundience, playing in unison with her tune and time, while
she sits firmly pinioned to herseat. To make this class of dem-
onstrations absolutely certain, the boys and their sister have
been accustomed to allow themselves to be tied firmly to their
seats when manifestations on musical instruments and & great
variety of other manifestations have been given. Excessive ?—
ing was not contemplated by the spirits, but since the medi-
ums have submitted to this order, strong men have often tied
ropes on them for the space of one-halfto a whole hour before
‘the manifestations have been given, and these complicated
knots have always and invariably been untied at the close b
the spirits with incredible rapidity when the test was required.
This order of manifestation and tests has been witnesseg by so
many committees and circles, that the phenomena thus evin-
ced are established as a verity, and the genuineness of the me-
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diumship of the boys put beyond all question in so far as hu-
man testimony can go. In another chapter will be found a
statement of the various modes in which these manifestations
have from time to time been tested.

SECTION IIL.

THE JOURNEYINGS OF THE DAVENPORT MEDIUMS.

The travels of these medinms have occupied a space of coun-
try from Ohio to Maine. They have visited many of the prin-
ciple towns and cities within this range ; thejr reputation as
remarkablé mediums, has gone before them to the masses, and

their mediumistic powers bave been tested by hundreds and
thousands of the most liberal, independent and progressive
minds of the age. ‘

It wonld seem that one absolute, tangible, physical, demon-
straton, such as is often given through those medinms, well
avouched for by those competent to judge and testify to the
facts, might suflice to satisfy the world that spirits can and do
manifest themselves to human beings here on earth. But peo-
ple are exceedingly critical and skeptical in entertaining any
proof of the great fact of their immortality. The age of mira-
cles lias passed it is said, and “ Since the fathers fell asleep all
all things continue as they were from the begixmin%”

. Committees, both large and small, of unquestionable capa-
.city to judge, have from time to time, witnessed the phenome-
na occurring in the presence of these mediums, written the
facts out in full and definite statements, and given them to the
world. Bnut after all they are so astounding and so far remov-
ed from any thing with which the world has been acquainted,
that any sccond handed testimony cannot be received. Hon-
est and truth-loving persons even, think that they must feel and
hear and see for themselves in relation to evidence touching
points involving such momentous consequences in relation to
_themselves or others. Others may be deceived. If the sub-
ject only involved testimony sufficiently strong to convict a
man of murder, the case would be different. But ordinary tes-
timony, such as that to which honest men wonld be allowed to
bear witness, after having occular and tangible demonstration
of the fact, will not be received in relation to the stupendous
idea of life and immortality beyond the tomb. Men are so con-
firmed in a sort of insensible skepticism on this point.that it
seems they would hardly * beleive though one arose from the
dead,” %e have in fact, often witnessed the verification of
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this statement. Persons not only find themselves incapable
of receiving the testimony of others on these thrilling and most
vital points, but unable also, to rely on the evidences of their
own senses, when in the most posifive form these facts are thus
commended to their understanding ; and yet, many believe
when they witness the demonstrations. So these medinms have
been induced, as they bave been solicited, to visit new places .
and new classes of enquirers in performing the duties of their
peculiar and important mission among men.

Persecution and opposition have followed every where in
their train, as inseperable from the nature ofthe work in whieh
they are engaged. The scripture speaks of those who coudd net
believe—plainly from the fact, that their position and. tradi-
tionary views, and all the conventionalities in which they were
bound, precluded the possibility of the introduction of new and
more exalted truths. And still'others, less trammeled, will lis-
ten, will believe, as a portion ever have, and believing will re-
Joice.

DECLARATION AND AFFIDAVIT.
PRISON OPENED BY THE ANGELS.

Be it known to all peogﬂe, that in the seventh menth AL 13,
1859, we, the undersigned, were imprisoned, in the common
jaily in the City of Oswego, N. Y., on account of propaga
our religious principles, and that after twenty-nine days of our
confinement, at evening, when we were all in our prison-room
together, as we had just been locked in by the jailer, we having
traly answered to his call, & voice spoke and said “ Eand, yow
are to go oul of this place this night. Put on your coat and
izat,——ga ready.” Immediatelg the door was thrown open, and
the voice again spake and said, “ Now walk quickly owt and
on to the attic window yonder, and let thyself dowen by o rope,
and flee from this plate. We will take oare of the Boys.—
There are many angels present, Mo;zgk but one speaks.” The
an%elic command was strictly obeiy .
hat this, and all this, did absolutely occur, in our presence,

we do most solemnly and positively affirm before God and angels
and men, : ‘

Subscribed and sworn before me, this first day of August,

1858, [S%vued] .
Jamzs Barwzs, Justice of the Peace. | :
IRA ERASTUS DAVENPORT,
‘ LUKE P. RAND, ‘
Subscribed and sworn before me by William Davenport,
fhis 5th day of August, 1859.
WILLIAM DAVENPORT. .
U. B. Brnr, Justice of the Peace.
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SECTION IV.

MEDIUMSHIP AND ITS CONDITIONS.

- Having already shown that mediumship developes- itself in
a groat variety of shades, and that different persons, in all
ages, have been constituted with this diversity of medinmistic
peculiaritios, I design, in this article, to speak briefly of some
of the personal characteristics essential to physical medium-
ship, and of the conditions also under which physical mani-
festations, in so far as is yet known, can best be given. It is
to be conceded in the outset, that the same general suscepti-
bility to spiritual influence is essential in this as in any other
phase of medinmship, as by a common law.

Medinm [or its plural, Media or Mediums] is “the means
or instrument by which any thing is a¢complished, conveyed,
or carried ouj’ as “Intelligence is communicated through
the medinm of the press ;”— Webster. And we may add, as
the Telegraph is the medium by which messages are transmit-
ted. Every thing in creation, from the ant, or minutest infu-

. soria, up to man; or from the smallest leaf or flower, to worlds
that roll in space, ig medinmistic, in its kind, to the life-force
snd wisdem of the Infinite Spirit, God1 In fact, the universe
itself, ehining in its brightness, is but the vast Medallion, by
whieh God reveals the perfections of his otherwise invisible
‘being, sattributes and glory! But there are certain adapta-
tions, in the nature and fitness of things, which we may not
forego. Rocks and trees do not reason, oxen cannot be made
eminent metaphycians ; but these have their forces and their
instinets suited to their conditions, while man, possessing the
%?her qualities of intelligence, can calculate ans philosophize.

e also find in man a great diversity of gifts ;—a Combe or
PBacon can reason and nicely discriminate 1 a Colburn or Now-
ton can calculate numerically and mathbmatically—Milton and
Homer roll their numbers as vast rivers ; while a Raphael and
Guido, with their transcendant powers may paint the glorious
beanties of aday! and studying the works of a Michael Angelo,
bear the palm of the world. Thus men are differently organ-
ized and constituted, some being capacitated for one thing and
some for another ; and mediumship for spiritual developments,
in all its phases, like every other faculty in man, is a peculiar-
ity of comstitution, and, like all our other common faculties,
may be developed, cultivated and improved. Health, and nat-
ural vigor, are essential to the highest attainments and fullest
messurs of human mediumship, in any and all the exercise
of its various functions. No man can reasonably expect t
know what are his réal endowments and capabilities, wgile his
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- body is defiled and loaded with the impurities consequent on
corrupt animal indulgence, inappropriateness of food, rum, to-
baceo, or other perverting causes.

Nor is the physical man’alone to be cared for, but all our
bitter and vicious passions are to be quelled, and that purity
of heart and life songht which shall promote and sustain the
health-and life of the soul and spirit of man!

The conditions of mediumship for physical manifestations,.
in addition to this general hereditary or constitutional charac-
teristic, are then a healthy, vigorous body, a well developed
brain, a serene calm mind, and a general susceptibility of

. composure and personal passivity. %‘he medium then occn-

_ pies much the same general position with respect to manifesta-
tions by the operating spirits, with the Galvanic Battery in its
connection with the 'felegmphic apparatus, in the transmission
of messages, by human operators. The two things are both
instruments merely,—take away the battery in either caseand ,
you get no messages. Electricity is an agent plainly for trans-
mission in both cases ; butall the electricity in the world counld
never send forth an intelligent communication without the ex-
ercise of an intelligent mind to originate or direct it.

Spirits always have spiritual bodies, so refined as to. be in-
tangible to our physical senses, and so pure and clear as not
to reflect the light to our physical vision, and consequently
no more than the clearest glass or transparency visible to our
physical or natural sense. Angels can and do, however, by
the power of will, so clothe themselves, their spiritual bodies,
with matter, through the emanations of the mediums and for-
ces which they derive from thein, as to be able to render them-
selves both tangible and visible to our natural senses. In this,
a temporary and abnormal condition, they touch us, shake our
hand, and handle us or material objects, chairs, tables, musical
instruments, or other things, in our presence. They also speak
as with physical organs, long, loud and familiarly, with or
without a trumpet; and often have they done this in the light
as in the dark; although the light produces an effect upon
the elements of the atmosphere unfavorable to their giving
manifestations forcibly in this tangible material manner. .

The rays of light striking through and pervading the atmos-
phere produce action and constant evolutions in its elements .
unfavorable to the spirit’s clothing his spiritual body with mat-
ter drawn from the atmosphere, and tending to dissipate that

matter, thus organized. And it is only by strong will-force,
which few possess, that this femporary material condition of
the angel, can he sustained at all. This.is done with greater
facility when the proportions of magnetism gnd electricity are
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tavorabtlgv balanced, and when the electrical current is strong.
Hence the angels who exercised their power in the ancient cen-
turies, in this manner, usually sought the Asights as the place,
and the night as the time to make their stupendous manifesta-
tions. See bible record and also following explanations in this
book. And as the will-force of every mind in the circle or com-
pany. where manifestations are to be given, has its effect upon
the viewless elements of the atmosphere, and also upon every
other mind, it is important that perfect harmony be preserved
in the audience.

THE TONE OF OUR TIME.

Old men shall indeed dream dreams, full of meaning and
significancy, dreams of the life and the beauty of immortality
beyond the wrinkled forms of their present being, while young
men shall see visions of truth. Upon his servants shall he pour.
out his spirit in those days, and thy maidens shall prophesy.—
‘Who that has witnessed the marvels in onr day—that has list-
ened to the inspirational strains of eloquence and truth which
have flowed from his servants, and that bave been breathed
from the lips of his maidens in our time—has not felt that those
days have indeed come? These bethe days spoken of by the
prophets—they have come to us in their brightness, and there
are brighter and more glorious and inaffable days of ggory and
brightnes yet to come! The masses are yet to feel the power
of tghese inspirational forces—a morbid and corrupt priesthood
ghall pass away with the rubbish of the past—men and women
and dear children shall be inspired—the manacles of outward
forms and creeds shall be taken away—man shall be {ree—free
88 the winds of heaven—iree to think, o speak, to act. Kuowl-
edge shall spread far and wide among the nations—all thy peo-
ple shall be taught of God-—* there shall be no need that one
ghould say unto hid neighbor, know ye the Lord, for all shall
know him from the least unto the greatest.” How sublimely
glorious is the thonght that he who orders the sunlight and the
raing, of whoss arterial life-force we are, shall also send forth
the impartial, and boundless, and awskening energy of his spir-
it to quicken us info his divine life. That the dews and rains
and breathings of his grace may distill, and fall, and breathe
mpon us, that. we may also breathe and live, and be refreshed
and grow. So shall we be our own teachers, through the un-
foldings of our own spirits, be * kings and priests unto God,’ and
reign with him.
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. THE DAVENPORT BOYS VISIT MAINE.

These youtbs had travelled extensively, with their father and
others, before they came to Maine, in the fall and winter of
1857. Their reputation as powerful physical mediums, had
gone before them. Of course not all the masses which witness-
ed the strange and astonishing phenomena of their public and
private circles, believed the manifestations were given by an-
gels. This was not to be expected. Still these mediums have
arrested attention and produced an upheave of iwgiry where-
ever they have held their circles. They came to Bangor, Me.
We heard ofthe marvellous works said to be done in their pres-
ence ; but as we had often witnessed physical manifestations,
we did not feel disposed to give much further attention to that.
phase of the epiritual movement.

I had attended the circles in Bangor, of Mr. Willis, when he
visited that city—saw him twice suspended from the floor with-
out contact, in the light, in the presence of some thirty-five oth-
er witnesses—was one of five men, with all onr weight upon the

iano, a large and heavy instrument, when it tilted majestically,

eeping time with the tune, as Mr. Willis a light and frail
man, played in thelight, having no contact with the instrument,
save as his fingers touched its keys. But the boys came into
our vicinity, and we were invited to attend their circles, and
became deeply interested in the manifestations. The circles at
which we ma({e our first acquaintance with the mediums and
the spirits which gave manifestations in their presehce, were
held in Orono, [our residence,} Old Town and Bradley. I men-
tion these places becanse the Davenport Medinms spent nearly
one year at this locality, making it their home for the time—
holding many circles, both in public and private during their
stay here, in the midst of a large circle of their friends, who
had every opportunity of becoming acquainted with the boys
and the manifestations given through them. We ulsv inade
the acquaintance of the spirits ; they seemed like familiar
friends—they talked much with us and to us—they came to
our homes, and talked familiarly with us and our children, of
ten shaking us by the hand, often passing their hands upon our
brows and npon our persons, handling and freely playing upon
musical instruments, five and more, even, st the same instant
of time, and giving the most unmistakable and absolutely pos-
itive demoustration of their presence and power in 2 great va-
riety of other ways and modes of communication. :

Among other things , we often had an exhibition of spirit
hands; io the light and also received commmnications written
by spirit-hands in total datkness; Communications of great ex

:
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cellence in sentiment, and elegance and beauty of style—the
ruled lines of our marked, and invariably identified paper tra-
ced with the utmost accuracy in the dark; and the composition
both in artistic taste and accuracy of style and punctuation, as
well as in originality and grandenr of idea, entirely beyond the
capacity of the boys or any other person under any kindred
circumstances whatever. These communications, thus received,
were fraught with suggestions of irresistable significance and
power in relation to momentous considerations, touching the
elevation, purity and improvement of our race.

From this central and temporary home, these medinms vis-
ited varions towns and cities in our State, provoking inquiry,
" sowing the sceds of truth, and establishing the fact of spirit
manifestations in a portion, at least, of the best minds in all
communities which they visited.

In the spring of 1859, having accompanied the boys in sun-
dry of their visits to various places in our own State, I set out
with them as they left for their native home, thinking I would
go as far as Boston and perhaps New York. Howbeit, I ac-
companied them home to their father’s house in Buffalo, N.Y.,
supposing that my mission with them would then have been
accomplished. However, as the boys had an engagement again
to visit Oswego, it being partly on my return, I concluded to go
with them to that city again also where we spent several weeks.
From this point,by special importunity on the part of cur friends
we journeyedstill eastward to Mexico, some fifteen miles east
of Oswego.

OUR PROSECUTION AND ARREST IN MEXICO.

Avrriving at Mexico on Saturday, having given out our no-
tice that a 1-ublic eircle would be holden on the following Mon-
day evening, in Mexico village, we accepted an invitation to
%(x out about two miles and spend the Sabbath at the house of

r. Lestor. 'We all attended the religious meeting near

by, in the forenoon, and in the afternoon I fulfilled my engage-
ment to lecture at the hounse of our friend, on the subject of an-
cient and modern spiritualism. It was proposed, also, that we
have a circle for spirit manifostations that evening. But find-
ing the gathering too large to be accommodated at the private
house of Dr. L., it was suggested that we repair to the school-
house, some forty rods distant. The question was raised on
- our part, as to the necessity of obtaining formal permission to
occupy said house, and we were informed that the building was
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used by common consent for all gatherings of the citizens; that
‘formalities were unusual and unnecessary, as uo one would ob-
ject. We went to theschool-house,finding it open, not locked,the
door ajar, and made preparations for ¢ur evening circle. At
- evening we assembled with Dr. L., a prominent member in the
district, his family, and many other members of the district, as
well ds some of our special friends from the village and else-
where, and were nearly ready to commence our exercises, when
the trustee of the district came in, accompanied by some half
a dozen others-—himself, evidently, much enraged, and said
with a tone which begpoke great and sudden authority : «“Idid
nof expect to find this house filled in this way to-night.” But
it is plain he did expect to find the audience there. Our friend
Dr. f who had invited us to his house, and who had assured
us that no one would object to our ocenpancy of the school-
house, endeavored to quiet the said trustee. saying his inviting
the strangers there was only a libérty in common practice in
the district, and he hoped he wonld allow himself to be a little
more pacific. But the said trustee proceeded to say—* Ladies
and gentlemen, if you do not leave this house I will prosecute
you all to-morrow.” [He did not'prosecute all-—why not?]
Perceiving that the trustee M. D. Erskine, & man of the
Methodist persuasion, was evidently mad because the Spiritu-
alists were to have a meeting in'the school-house, 1 took occa-
sion to state that I thought the man discovered a had spirit,
that the manner in which he had greeted his neighbors and
the strangers they had invited to meet with them, was exceed-
ing éontemptible; that the man made a very awkward display
ofiis brief authority; that, in all our jonrneyings, we had rarely,
if ever, met with anything so pitiable ; that in fact, the char-
acteristics he manifested better belonged to the thirteenth cen-
tury; but as 1 was not there to enter into any quarrel with
the said school-district, I would take my seat and quietly wait
until they had adjusted the matter among themselves; adding
that it was of very little consequence to us whether a circle
wag held there at all; that we could return to Dr. Lester’s
house and hold the circle, or, if the district gave their full con-
sent, and the audience would become perfectly harmonious
aud orderly, I wotld proceed as we contemplated. Feeling
evidently a strong desire to witness manifestations throngh
the remarkable mediums who were there, and who would not
probably be there again, a friend of Mr. Erskine took him to
the door, and evidently expostulated with him in regard to his
rash proceedure. ‘When they returned the trustee informed
us that we might proceed. Let me understand you, said I,
what i8 your remark? ¢ You may proceed,—I will oppose
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{ou no more.” Will you lend me your lantern, for I would
ike to have it very light when that portion of the manifesta-
“tions is given which occurs in the light? .My friend, for he
seemed to have become fiiendly, did so, and agreed to extin-
guish his light when I returned it. I requested him to take s
seat with the audience. He complied with all this with appar-
ent cheerfulness, and even further participated in the exerci-
ses of the evening, by examining the tying of the mediums,
and expressing his satisfaction.

The company was very quiet and harmonious, and I never
knew the manifestations, at a public circle more beautifully
perfect and absolutely demonstrative. A perfect cluster of
spirit-hands was repeatedly exhibited in the clear bright light
—long continued and most harmonions music, upon five dif
ferent instruments, was played, at the same time, with £
force by the spirits, when the mediums were firmly tied; to-
gether with the other exercises usual to such circles—tying
and untying of the mediums by the spirits, &c. A most ex-
cellent impression to the effect that beings from the spirit-
world had absolutely demonstrated their presence and intelli-
gence with us that evening prevailed in the sudience.

I exchanged civilities with my apparently new made friend,
at the close of the interview, asking if our things might re-
main uantil morning, and upon giving his consent, he asked at
what time [ would take them away—I replied about eight, or
before the time for the cpmmencement of the school. % took
my leave, supposing all was amicably arranged and adjusted.
I returned to the village of Mexico that evening with my
friends, leaving the Boys to bring our things along the next
day. Morning came, and the Boys went for their things, but
the house was locked up, an embargo on everything, and all
arrangements duly made for robbing us of a few musical in-
struments and sundry other trifling matters, of no sort of value
to any but ourselves, as they were evidently to be detained.—
However the little boys about the school-house opened the
doors some how, in the course of the forenoon, as it appears,
and the Davenport mediums took our property along to the
village of Mexico, as was their purpvse. An attempt which
had %)een made to hold our property by law, was uYtimately
abandoned.

Being all at Mexico village through the remaining part of
the day, we made all necessary preparation for our public cir-
cle that evening. This was reaﬁ)y the object of our going to
Mexico. The hour arrived, and we had placed certain friends
at the door, to wait upon the company as they approached,
and to receive the fee of admission. The mediums and myself
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bad entered the Hall and were waiting the ariival of our andi;’
ence and the time to commence the exercises of the evening,
when an oflicer came in aud arrested ws fir going into said

school-house on the previous evening, and treading down the

%

grass.as we approached the building. Of course our cirele is

roken up, as was the design—we must tell our door-keepers
tu.inform ounr friends who bave come in from thé surroundin
country that there was nut to be a circle; but. we were arrest

on three several warrants, and to be tried for guing into that

old school-house the previous evening, by invitation of a res-
pectable portion of the Didtrict, and for treading down the
grass in the path fo a building situated on a common where
school children daily playen, and where the common herds
daily grazed! A buthi

house door. And this serivus ¢harge was set forth as an es-
sential feature in the  head and front of our offending.”
We were necessitated to employ a lawyer, and “joun tssue.”

‘ ng located in cloge proximity to the
public road, and a beaten, wide; bare earth-path, leading from -
the highway a few yards to the threshold of the said school-

What had we done? what was the entire charge, that our

property should have been detained, and the business of our

mecting broken u$ on the succeeding evening? What wrong
had we done? ¥
eomwmitted against any persun or persons, of any kind,~—what

was the entire whole of our offending in any way-—even our’

enemies themselves being judges? Why, this,—we had occu-

pied an old ailapidated school-house, by invitation of a portion
of the district, and by conkent of the trustes, who with his as-

sociates participated with us in the entertainmnent; and we had

bo had we damaged? What injury had we

also trodden down the grass in approaching this house from

the common road in a naked path, a distance of some eleven

yards! This was all we were charged with doing and all the

court attempted to assume we had done. And yet, this was ~~
what led to the emnpanneling of two angust juries of seven men '
each. one trial by a justice, and a law suit of three days serions
continuance on the whole! We were not tried for onr religion,
O no! KEvery man had a right to worship as he pleased.—

Nor was there any prejudice against ns or suspicions as if we

Liad conre there to * turn the world upside down I O no, hoth.
ing of this kind surely! DBut what was all this parade forf— °
Something had happened—what was vur offence?  Too plain-:
, ending .strangers] had -occupied thav old -
.apolugy fur a school-housy by the utinust consent uf the district,

ly, we (threé uno

‘he trustee bimselt consenting. aud had trodden down the grass
in a path of a few steps leading to it—no fence, no enclosure
of any kind intervening! ’

®

*
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And now the issue is joined—it is late in the evening of that
memorable day—the judgment ball, to which we wers led, was
crowded 'with & mase of human flesh, all eager to see the won-
derful boys who had produced this-sndden npheave in commu-
nity, and witness our trial. Ah! they have got them now—
they nre arrested, and we shall ses what comes of their Bpirit-
nalism. These men bave been detected in crime! they have
committed an egregious offence agninst society ! Thisis a rare
chance—they have ocenpied that school-bouse by the consent
of the district indeed; and trodden down that graes where com-
mon herds feed, and children daily play. BSurely that pious
Methodist church-member, that faithful {rustee of the sn&ool«
district, was put to no common strdlt in making out his charge.
[Did the young Justice assist him in summing up these heavy
charges f] Doubtless he could see onr foot-prints in the grass
in that beaten pathway to that school house! O, I do love to
see a man truly religious! A man with « Fobiness unto the
Lord” written upon his brow, and justice deep inseribed npon
his breast; a smile of meek benignance upon his check, and &
heart full of love to his neighbor, moving him to do unto-oth-
ers as ha would that others should do unto him; -for then
he.will look closely after the intrusive footsteps of the stranger
who oceupies a school-house by permission, and treads down
the grass where common herds feed and nimble feet of joyous
children sport! Surely, the sympathizing tears of such a dis-
ciple of virtne and compassion shounld be bottled up and chrys-
talized. and kept as sacred mementoes, preserved from the dark
corrodings of common humanity, until angels from realms of
love, may lovk upon them with bashful wonder as the amazing
trophies of christian trinmph! And there was one other cir-
cumstance connected with that evening’s ocenrrence which I
noticed as a matter of peculiar interest and satistaction. When
ostlers, and wags, and men of every type, were crowding into
that room, to see us judged for treading down the grass and
the entire astounding outrage we had committed, there was
one among the rest, a chrisliun mindatsr, who, unlike Peter of
old, followed close up in the footsteps of his master, the
rabble. Ile was among the bravest of the brave, to see us
tried ?for entering the school house, and treading down the

rass ! .
8 True, we had walked those streets in open day, and had tes-
tifiecl that angels had spoken unto us, and witnesses there had
beard them speak, and had testified tl:at they bad heard them
speak: but no minister had come to huar, or ask whether it was
really so. Indeed we saw no signs of any minister, and bnt
for treading down the grass we should not have known that

H
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any snch person was there—should probably not have been
permitted to look upon the meek and bhmnble follower of Him
who placked ears of corn in the fields of Palestine-—rode into
the city—wept over Jerasalem, and prayed for his wurderers,
 Father forgive them for they know not what they do.” No
we should not hiave seen this boly man of Gud, donbtless, haci
not the late tumult of that evening’s-excitement roused bim from
the sanctuary of his studies and prayerful medi'a‘ions, and
called him vut-to see us tried for our enormous crime! :
The wolves might come and go; this wds no affuir of his, un-
til he heard that two boys and another stranger, to whom, it had
been roported, angels hiad #poken, had becn arrested and were
tu be tried tor eutering a'school-house by invitation, and tread-
ing down the grass in the comunun path which led to it. Sure.
ly, this holy man would not meet oue of those awful creatures
in broad day, but it is night, and they are arrested now-—they
are fast in the clutches ofthe law, and [ can go out safely now,
aml say, if nothing more. * What are laws for but to be obeyed!
But this was a rare opportunity—it might be the event of a
lite, and never to occur again, The mediuws had sinned, they
had trodden down that grass: and there must be some charge
pretered against them or else they could not be consistently
-tried. Su charges were prefered in old times against old slaves
“past labor, when their mnasters wished to kill them off. There
must be some pretext for a trial. So, also, the Savieur had heal-
ed on the Sabbath day. This furnished a rare opportunity for
an accusation against him. He had tanght doctrines too, not
in keeping with established opinions—doctrines subversive of
the errors, corruptions and institutions of his time—doetrines
in dismnetrical opporition to the law of Moses ; he had healed |
the gick, raised the dead and preached the gospel to the poor.
He had introdnced an entirely new system of Spiritnal Philos-
ophy and adjudication, and furever abrogated the Mosaic code.
1le was an'innovator. He had cousummategkill in deceiving
the people; or else wrought his miracles by Beelzebub, the
princeof devila. Allthe world would go after him it he was
thus let alone. Ile conld not be confronted in argument—he
must be put down by law. This was all the way he could be
put down. There mist be an accusation urged against him.
1le had caten with unwashed hands—he had eaten with publi-
‘eans and sinners—he had ealled God his fasher, and all men
his brethren—his doctrines were abhorrent, startling, awful,
shocking !—he was not fit to live ; Away with him! ~Reckon
him with sinners; put him between thieves; make him infa.
mons any way ; crucify him, cracify him! We have & law—

it is to be obeyed; spit upon him—smite him with the palms

3
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: .
of your hands—crown him with thorns and with ignominy
—nail hin: to the cross; Orif he be the Christ. let him now
wand down from the eross, and rave himself. and we will be-
lieve on himn ; he saved others, hiinself he cannot save,

Puul.and Peter, and 8ilus. too, his apostles, were they not
pestilent fellows—movers of sedition everywhere?  Did -they.

. nut produce an npheave wherever they went? Did not the ma:
bigoted. religions world, heat, perscente and finprison thein ¥—
Did not thesa apostles, these disciples of light and truth. tread
down the genss and trospinse npon houses and temples lat grave
and scrious charges were profered against them?  Dut, were
not angels with them to uid thewm in their momentous and God-
given mirgion § .

But one word more in reference to our elerical friend in Mexi:
co. Was it not inter.sting to see him coming ont all at once
8u bravely from the durmitory of his sneaking seclusion. ‘eud,
at evening. tond-like, a8 in the picture of Milton's devil, follow-
ing up in the foosteps of this legal rabble, with its burlesqu
posse comitatur, and stoutly parading himself thore in the suf
focating stench of that crowded room, to witness the operativns
of our trinl for treading duwn the grass! In the language of
that ofi repeated poem:

« But wherefore thon alone? wherefore with thee
Came not all hell broke loose? is pain to them
Less puin, lees to be fled ¥ or thon than they
Loss }lardy to endure?  Conrageons chief,

The firt in flight from pain, hader thou alleg'd
T thy deserted hust this caunse of flight,

Thou surely hadst not come sole fugitive”

Wonld he dare to let his followers. his dupes, go ont and
lenrn what really are the inspirational forces of onr times—io
hear a lecture for once upon the awakening subject of the
Spintnal Philosophy ; or witness the irresistible demonstra-
tions of spirit-power given through the mediumshiF of the Da-
vonport E«j_ys Not he. plainly. He would follow np. by
nig &, in the trail of our persecutors. Only think of a christian
minister stalking himself with that bustling throng of men and
bove at that ladicrous persecuting tirade: and while from one
sulc of his visage, lowered upon us the lip of scorn and the
tsoth of venom, the other was wound inte the twist of the most
graceful vassalage, and the fawning debasing smile of compla-
cenicy towards the rabble. Protound and sacrea inguiry—
“ Watchman, what of’ the night ¢ watchingn, what of the night §*

&
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Our trial is adjourned until the next morning. And what,
marvel impresses the hreathless village when the Davenport
Boys, who had had their liberty during the remaining pari of
the night, go up to the judgment-hall of their own accord, at
the appointed time! What a thrilling sensation per-ades the
staring groups when they see that they have not ran away |
As if we could have had the least suspicion of being even no-
minally fined by a court of any shade of justice, for doing that
in which it did not ‘even occur to us that we were wronging
anybody or anything in any way ; and when, in faet, we had
wronged no vne. But now the battle is joined again :(—Mr. -
Duwning for the prosecution, and Mr. Johuson [an nnwelco ne
cmnfetit,ur in this case at least] fur the defence. Rand is to be
tried first; with all due form and circumstance a jury is em-

panneled; all the preliminary shufile and sparring, skirishing
of lawyers, necessary to the case thus far, comes off. Sub-
cenaed witnesses are called upon the stand. and kissing the
ible, are duly sworn.  They all testify in effect tbat Rand, on
being torbidden with the andience, by the trustee, to occupy
the. school house, said he would net persist in its oceupancy,
would not have the cirele there, but would go back to Dr. Les-
ter's, unless the full consent of the District was granted, and
unless the andience becone perfectly harmonions and orderly:
that this order did prevail: that the trustee himself did con-
gent to this order wost fully, and participated in the exercises
of *be evening. Nothing more, and nothing different from this
in any form whatever, was proved or claimed during the day,
save that the counsel for the prosecution labored very bard to
make witnesses swear to things whieh they persisted in saying
they neither heard nor saw. Very little was said about the
treading down of the grass. It was most truly remarkable that
‘that portion of our offending which in the ontset, was really
the most serious feature in the outrage we had committed,
. shonld 8o cool down into the veriest unmentionable and unes.
sential trifle, in the space of a part of onc short night! -
1t is exceedingly regretted that we have not the pleas entire -
of both of the legal gentlemen on the case. Counsel for the
prosecution seemed restive and petulant from the beginning.
One would have thought his sleep the previouns night had heen.
disturbed. = Ie dia not appear. satistied with his side of the.
case inhand. It wouldn’t do to talk much about the grass, as
this feature in the affair was already getting wnpopular. And
then the fact that the Trustee was unwise enough to comwe in
and give his full and unqualified consent to onr vccupying the
house made his side of &18 case look very naked indeed. In
the mame of justice what wrong Liad we.done? We did indeed
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go into the echool-house by the invitation of a respectable por--
tion of the District, and ocenpied it by the consent of alll?—
What ground had any just man, not to say humane op chris
tian man, to complain?  Not one man in 80,000, prubably, of
any type of life. out of Mexico, wounld say there was any cause
- of fine or imprisonment whatever.
BPIRITUALISM TRIED AND COXDEMNED.

‘i After the testimony on both sides, in relation to_the offence
with which we had been charged, had been given, the learnea
connsel progceded to argue the case. Mr. Johnron, of course,
hiad not a great task beture him to show that from any and ev-

-ery poing of view, nothing more than nominal damages could
be asked in any decision whatever. And this, after’refering
to the most nnwarrantable and bitter spirit of perseention in
which we had been pursued, he did show with much clearness
and ability. Mr. Downing, on the other hand, paid but very
little attention to the merits of the case in any way. The mere
entering ot a schoul-house, by invitation of the citizens. and
without the furmal consent of the trnstee, was evidently a tri-
fling offence to arrest men upon, in his mind, as it was plainly
in the minds of all others. But it was onr awful spiritualism
that augmented the violation in his view. 8till, as we have said,
we were not to be tried fur our religion, surely no nnkindnes
wonld be shown us on that ground, and we had been ordenly
and civil it was allowed. A man counld worship a enake or a
toad if he pleased. No man in this country has a right to med-
dle with another’s maode of worship. We were to receive ne
injnstice becanse we did not Xold with all others in regard to
religions opinions. Ilowbeit, we were not worshigl)ing stocks
and stones, or reptiles, or huinan creede. but the Infinite Spirit
of the nniverse, * of whom and through whom and to w;mm
are all things.” We did, indeed, recognize and advocate the
doctrine of life and immortality for all'; and spirits from the
angel-world demonstrated in vur presence, their existence, in-
telligence and power.

But spiritnalism was evidently a very abhorrent thing in the
minds, both of Mr. Downing and Mr. Erskine. The learned
counsel for the prosecution evidently believed in existence be-
yond this present lite, but the idea of any one who had passed
from earth life away, ever manifesting himself to those he had
left behind, was to him absolutely terrible! We becane al-
most concerned for the lawyer at one time, when, forgeting
that he was confessedly, only arguing a case of alleged trespass,
he rose to the very summits of the most lofty graudiloquence,
and in absolutely frightful gesticnlations, appealing to the alrea-
dy #everish prejudices of the jury,in snbstance enquired, if they
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thonght it was likely that tho-e good people who had lived on
earth, and had gons away to heaven, wonld evér come back
again to thés world! lle himself, evidently « reckoned not”
The whole affair was a most brilliant illustration of the attemnpt
of Balak to induce Balaam to curse Israel 5 only with this dif-
ference in the occarrence in question there being no spiritual-
ity in the case, but money only, this Baluk succeeded. .

And then the tumbling together of epithets, and the vituper-
ation in which he harled his anathemas, as from a rotating bat-
tery, upon our defenceless heads for our religion, was in the
highest degres diverting. “Stragglers,” * Vagab nd,” were
among the choicest selections in his vocabulary. “ And this
man Rand, he says he haile from Maine, and his family is in
Massachusetts ; but what do we know of him?” Towards the
cluse of this tremendous forebodement, the learned counssl tor
the prosecution touk exception and offence at our mustache,
when he became excited egen to perfect phrenzy. This seem-
ed - the most unkindest cut of all.” But fortunately for vk, it
was at this point that his elogneuce arose to its highest and iost
explosive strain, o

. “as far along from peak to peak
The rattling crags among. leaps the live thander—"

and then, suddenly, dﬁ'ge like, subsided, and onur mustache was
spared!  Mr. J. Downing resuming his seat, a ** perfuct volea-
no barnt out,” giving no signe of further eruptions in a long
time.

And sober men said, what has all this possibly to do with the
simple subject of alleged trespass? The jury retired—mostly
religious men. These desired to have us fined heavily ; buc
ther: were two world’s peopie [thanks for world's peuple,] on
the jury, and they said they would sit there till * doomsday”

atore they would consent to fining a man for such an allegod
offancs ; and so the jury did not agrse. Thus ended the first
day.

A THE TRIAL OF THE BECOND DAY.

The hour arvives. Again the boys retarn of their own ac-
cord atthe appointed tina, Why did they not abscond when
they could, was the ganeral marvel. Another jury is empan-
neled, or rather packed, and the boast made, that a jury had
basn obtainad that diy which wonld agrae—they wers of the
right kind—no world’s people among them. This tnrned ou
to be even so—they wers all ons way-—all chnreh memnbers, ve
of that stripe. One very pions church-member, 1 was assured,
went in for putting Rand’s fine at $100, others thonght it should
belees. On the whole they agreed upon putting the fine for
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Rand's part $25, and costa. Of course the sams thing'had to
be gone through with on the second trial—occupying the whole
day. The same “ground and lofty tumbling” by Mr. Downing;
the same gyrations in justice chicanery; and the whole result-
ed in an execution of £30 against Rand ; and the officer took
him in charge and said he must go to Pulaski jail unless the
amount was duI{ and truly paid. After being tagged around
the streets awhile by this faithtul functionary, I succeeded in
accomplishing the postponement of the hour of starting for the
prison until 6 p.u., the following day. Meanwhile the trial of |
the boys came off, resnlting in & tine of 63 cents each and costs.
‘We paid out nearly $70, being damaged more than $100, and
Rand’s case was appealed to a higher court, and thus the matter
now stands of onr arrest in Mexico for entering & school house
by invitution of the citizens, ocenpying it by consent of the trus-
tee, and treading down the grass in a geaten path of a few steps
which led to it. ’

BETURN TO OSBWEGO.

From Mexico we returned to the city of Oswego, and think-
ing I would not be driven away by religions malice, I remain-
ed with the mediums for some days in that city, giving cireless
until we concluded to go again Eastward to Phoenix, a village
some 20 miles distant. where we had an engagement. While
at Phoenix, at our own (i)rivate hired hall, with a private party,
we were agpin arrested under pretence that we had violated
their village ordinance which provides that persous shall ob-
tain license for the exhibition of shows, circuses, menageries,
&e., &e. We had nothing of the kind to exhibit, and never
thought of a license, the mediums having never had any thing
of the kind in all their travels. Bnt it was when we were thns
convened in our own hired, private room, that an officer with
some thirty men, bnrst open our door and arrested ns. Em-
boldened by the wad efforts of their coadjutors in Mexico, they
with far weaker pretences of any wrong on our part, after com-.
mitting the outrage upon the private and wnoffending party to
which 1 have refered, and breaking up the interview [which
was the real design,] for the evening, these legal biguts and

ersecutors, with fiendish exnltation, conducted us away to the
all or room where we were to be again tried. As wehad been
so effectually robbed in Maxico, and could get nojustice at the -
hands of those who were swaved wholly by religlous animoesi- -
ty and prejudice, we concluded to-defend ourselves in the trial - -
by simply asserting the facts in the case, and allow the lgw' '
[since we conld not resist.its process,] as construed by our pur-
suers, to have its course, :
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Ag had been predetermined by our adversaries, we were
again fined. Theiy would have us pay $13,39, for holding a pri-
-vate spiritual circle, the object of which was to in'opa%ate ur
religious principles and opinions. As we had been directed
both in this place and at Mexico, by the spirits, not to pay mo-
ney for our religious liberty, but to test the principle at once,
by giving ourselves up to imprisonment if the aunthorities de-
meanded if, we resolved on allowing them to take their own
course after clearly stating our busivess, and all the facts in
the case. Accordingly, after an operation which was called,
in legal parlance, *joining issne,” this singular and disgrace-
ful meeting was adjourned from the then late hour in the night
to the next morning.

ADJOURNMENT AT PHCENIX.

The hour having arrived, the court proceeded with the trial.
There were a plenty of legal gentlemen present who seemed
a‘?ite anxious to have a part in the matter ; and I will own,

at at this little brightening up of business with them, they
seemed to take hold with most greedy desperation!

Lawyer Weeden, so very jealous at first of legal vantage-
ground, after presenting his fearful array of law-books, seemed
to soften down into a fixed quietnde, and if he continues to fol-
low his highest intuitions, it is quite likely he will yet be found
exereising his good natural sense, in defending the doctrine he
once thought to put down by deductions from Blackstone.

Judge McCoon also graced the court with his presence, and
did “from ajudge turn pleader.” I confess, my feelings were
relieved when I found a Judge was to be interested in our case,
even though he was to plead against us; for really, what little
observation I ever made at courts, had impressed me with feel-
ings of sincere respect towards the occupants of the serious,dig-
nitied and responsible station filled by the judges of our courts.
But imagine the reverse of our feelings, kind reader, when this
embodiment of magistracy avose,to find him at once descending
from the noble manliness of a just consideration of the facts in
the ease, to insinnations founded in the narrowest religious pre-
Jjudices, to the foulest insultd and personal abuses. itness-
ing bis own personal assumptions at firet, one would have
thought some hierarchal mantle had fallen upon & walking en-

clotgaedia ! But what was our surprise and amazement to find
~ that the tremendous force of this hierophant of the 19th centu-

" ry,was to be vented in a terror of hydrophobic dread of the
spiritual philesophy! How strangely the imagination may be
perverted | ' Surely, the pure waters of those living streams of
truth would not have hurt him. But he proceeded in the ac-
cumulating fury of his castigations—now lashing us to the na-
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ked nerves for alleged sins we never thought of, and now pour-
ing down his burning eloquence npon spiritnalism, until it was
1aft but one smouldering holocaust before him.

But after all, the judge did not havea good case for his order
of gifts, as will be seen by our notes taken at the time. It was
not suited to his propensities ; so his remarks were disultory
and broken. However he said some smart things in his way,
“ said and straight unsaid,? and withal discovered, that he was
& most zealous hater of spiritnalism, and not much of a spirit-
ualist himself. He would “ be among the first to hoot us be-
yond the bounds of the Corporation.” ~So strong is the power
of habit ; and what pity that all shonld not manifest a like
propensity to pursue that for which they are by nature best ca-
pacifated.

At first the Judge proceeded to speak of us as poor deluded
creatures, much to be pitied of course. But all at once the as-
pect changed before his mind, and we were deceivers—decei-
. ving our friends. This affected him severely. There were some
very worthy people in the place whom we had deceived. He
did not wish to make disturbance in the neighborhood, but
when the subject of prosecuting us came up, he said  go in.”
He worked for pay he would aiinowledge it, but still he was

trne—he did hate spiritualism.
~ Quoting further from my notes taken at the time—* He did
hate some spiritualists—he was sorry that we had refered to the
Bible to establish our doctrines—he did not believe we beHev-
. &d it—the boys ought to go home and take the hoe—we chose
" darkness rather than light because our deeds were evil—I am
excited I acknowledge it—it should be put down—I1 have ta-
ken hold of this matter to get pay, I will acknowledge it.” It
is very plain how the Judge felt in this matter, and while his
egotism and cupidity were so ve: %ominent, it did wnot ap-
pear he had touched the case at all. Was it not for him vo show
that the religious exercises and expositions of our private spir-
itual circles were a matter for which the Village authorities of
Pheenix could require us to procure license? What had all
his slanderous denunciations and outrage against spiritualism
to do with the matter—together with his unprovoked personal
abuse? Why talk about one thing and mean another? Wh
not say, we dont like spiritualists, and we do not like spiritual-
ism, and we are determined to put them and their religion down
by law? Why talk about the village ordinance, or menage-
- ries and shows, when the whole drift of the speech of McCoon,
in so far as it had any point at all; as in fact the whole drift
of t};e court, was against religious freedom, against spiritual-
ism
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We had stated to the Court what had been the order of our
spiritaal circles. That the mediums were quiet and submitted
themselves to the most perfect passivity possible. That what
was done in their presence was performed by other intelligen-
ces than themselves.. That the medinms never made any move-
ment—never performed any act when the manitestations were
given in their presence, and of course nothing to the contrary
could have been proved ; and indeed, no statement from any
witness of anything to the contrary was attempted. There was
not, there could not have been any evidence of jugglery. All
the proof in the case was against it. Committees e§osen at the
time from among the audience, were requested to tie the me-
dinms with strong ropes, and they had exerted themselves to
the utmost to make it certain that the boys did not move at all,
and that they eould not, therefore, perform acts of jugglery.— .
Instead of there being any evidence at all of jugglery, all these
facts were presented to show there was no jugglery—that there
could have been none, My lectures at the circles were given
in explanation of the conditions under which physical manifes-
tations by the spirits could best be given. Brief lectures upon
the properties of light, and its effects upon the atmosphere—
the proper balance of electricity and magnetism. and the im-
portance of harmony in the company which participate in the
manifestations.

T also showed to the court that it was my practice, in connec~
tion with manifestations by the spirits, to cite the scriptures,
both of the Old and New Testament as a precedent ; and that
kindred manifestations had occurred through a series of suc-
tessive centuries, as the bible record would abundantly show.
That angels were messengers—that “'GGod maketh his angels
spirite.” I cited the fact that an angel spoke to Hagar—angels
spoke to Abraham, to Lot, to Jacob, Moses, Manoah, Giddeon,
Samuel, and the propliets generally in their time ; and that, as
recorded in the New Testament, angels spoke to the shepherds
at the birth of Jesus; fo the wise men who offered their gifts, .
and from time to time unto Christ and his apostles. That Mo-
ses and klias appeared unto Christand other witnesses, and .
talked with him in relation to the death he should accomplish
at Jerusalem ; and that the angels were accustomed to speak
to the Christians, at later dates, as recorded in the acts of the
apostles. That this order was no new thing in the world—that
God’s laws were unchangeable and eternally the same.

I showed the court also that I had been accustomed in my
lectures to show and maintain from the scriptures, that nearly
all those marvelous works, supposed to have been done by the
angels, when it was necessary for them to make conditions in
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which they could come in contact with physical objects, and by .
that contact produce physical effects, were performed in the
night or in the absence of light. Instance, Abraham’s great test
occurred in a horror of great darkness. The visit of the angels
to Lot was at night. Jacob wrestled with the angel by night.
The passage of the Red SBea by the Israclites oecurred in the
night. Tﬁe tremendous manifestations givén to Moses on the
mount, when the trumpet sonnded long and exceedingly loud,
oceurred in “blackness and darkness.” The slaughtering of
‘Senacherib’s army, 185,000 in one night»-the destruction of
the Midianites, 120,000,1in the night, Srought to pass thtough
the interposition of angels. The putting to flight of Benhadag’s
army by the angels at the siege of Samaria, in the night. That
these and other instances, too numerens to mention, are repre-
sented in the Old Testament record as having occurred in the
night, or in darkness. In the New Testament, the salatation
. to the shepherds, the stilling ofthe tempest, walking on the wa-
ter, the transfiguration, were occurrences of the night. It was
at night when Christ, after his resurrection, appeared in
tangible form, the first and secend time, unto the Eleven, at
the upper room where they were convened from fear of the
Jews. It was night when the stone was rolled away by the
angels from the door of the sepulchre. The apostles, as let out
of the prison, [Acts 5,] when the doors were locked up again
by the angels, were thus delivered in the night. The deliver -
ance of Peter was in the night, when the angel came into his
rison and smote him upon the side, saying: Rise up Peter.
ind on thy sundals and cast thy garment about thee and fol-
lowme. Paul and Silas were delivered from their prison at
night. )
hese facts {rom the Bible, in addition to the philosophical
explanations which I had endeavored to give, I had been ac-
cnstomed to present as affording evidence that angels could
manifest their presence and power in physical demonstrations,
with greater facility in the absence of light. Angels manifest
their presence to mortal man by physical signs through the
agency of the electrical current pervading all things. This ex-
ceedingly subtile finid was stronger in the night and upon the
heights—the obstacles oceasioned by the light npon the atrhos-
phere, always producing action in its elements, could be mea-
surably overcome-—had been overcome in past time, and were,
in a degree, with us now overcome. Angels often manifested
their presence to us now, by physical touch, with much force
in the light. These obstacles were to be more fully overcome,
while the common law would ever remain. The race was to
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become more spiritual, and hence more snsceptiblg to manifes-
tations from the angel world. ‘ '

1 endesavored to show and did maintain before the court that
the presentation of this and many other general facts, together
with the manifestations by the spirits, had been onr business,
in our spiritual circles, and yet 1 failed to induce the decision
that such exercises should be allowed without license for jng-
§1ery. I spoke of the obvious fact that we never thonght of
icense—that in our teachings we had confessedly been orderly,
guiet, inoffending and retired ; and that even if we had tran-
scended the regulations, in any degree, of their village ordi-
nance—which fby no means conceded—we had done it un-
consciously and innocently, and were entitled to their clemen-
cy. Justice Barnes, before whom the action was brought, did,
before the adjournment of the court, state in open court, with
much apparent candor, that he would head a paper to be signed
by the other members of the Board. requesting that. our fine
be remitted—though this was the last we heard of any such
petition or request. Thé truly kind word of this modern Pilate .
did not in this case prevail. .

WE LEAVE PHOENIX FOR THE OSWEGO JAIL.

Having now resolved with my companions that we would
not further pay money, thongh it were the merest paltry far-
thing for our religions liberty, we submitfed ourselves to the
officer who took us to the common jail in the city of Oswego,
N.Y. On the day of our arrival there, a friend called to see
us, and invited the jailer to witness a test of spirit-power. The
jailer having expressed his willingness to do so, he adjusted
iron handeuffs to the boys’ wrists and made them fast to the
iron bars in the door of the cell. A trumpet, furnished for the
occasion was then placed back into the cell beyond the possi-
ble reach of the mediums,—their hands being fastened in an
elevated position, by the handecuffs, to the iron bars ~{ the cell-
door——the boys standing in the cell. The cell was then made
dark by a cloth being puf up at the bars of the door. Then
the trumpet was taken trom the back part of the cell where it
had just been placed, and brought to the bars of the door ani °
beaten upon them, and a voice spoke throngh the trnmpet fa-
miliarly, holding an intelligent conversation with us who stood
without the door of the cell, in relation to the circumstances
under which; we had come to the jail—stating to R. Briggs,
who was present, that he would not have the friends outside
get excited as if we were to be let ont of the jail immediately
—that there was a purpose to be executed in relation to our
coming to the prison, and that we were to remain there, -
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We asked the jailer what he thonght of the test—O, he said,
%t was & matter for 8cienmf"ﬁc inwestigation.” A very scien-
tific investigation indeed, thought I, would it be, which should
show that the power which brought the trumpet along to the
bars of the cell-door, and thus spoke through it, was any other
than an intelligent being. The thing was perfect—the jailer
did not question it at all. He knew the phenomenon was a ver-
ity, and thought it a subject for scientific investigation. So if
that same veritable power which brought the trumpet from the
back part of the ceﬁgand talked through it, should also slide
the bolt of a lock and let us out of the jail, would it not be a
subject for scientific investigation? And would it not also be
.8 very?commendable and worthy subject of scientific investi-

ation

& At evening, the mediums and myself had another interview
with the spirit in charge, on the subject of onr imprisonment,
when we received substantially the sams instruction. Time
passed on—days and weeks—we often had communication
with the spirits on the subject of our econfinement and other
matters; ‘we held several circles when our friends came fo ses
us—the spirits usunally talking familiarly with the company,
and manifesting themselves in a variety of other ways.

Time sped—we had much company—many friends brought

-us presents in fruits and other nice articles of food. Here we
would be glad o mention the names of a long list of friends
who repeatedly visited us, and made us glad with their sym-
pathy and their repeated presents; and we should mention
their names if they were not so numerous. Here we received
the repeated visits of Miss Emma Hardinge and her noble-
minded mother—we shall not soon forget those interviews,
and their soothing and sustaining words of faith and sympa-
thy, and assurance of victory; or the interesting fact that even
the spirits themselves seemed elated in their effort, at delicacy
and refinement in giving their manifestations in the presence
of the gifted * Emma.” We well remember also the kindly -
visit of Miss A. W. Sprague, who is also another star in the
galaxy of our spiritual heavens. They would have spoken to
ns and to the other prisoners, but onr way was hedged around,
a8 Spiritualists are not yet the dominant party. “But 0, the
will have their time, and “that right early,” when Spiritual-
iem, not as a party but as a sun, shall deluge the world with
a day of glory!

W‘Q celebrated the glorious 4th in jail also. 'Why not? For
we trust the “young giant” will yet protect us, and that we
shall have our right of religious freedom, despite of all village
ordinances, whether in Phoenix, Maine or Texas, when it shall

L)
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be understood that ordinances in word and construction wher-
ever adopted in our land, must be in keeping with that ordi-
nance of wider circumference, which says every man shall
worship God according to the dictates of his own conscience.
Yes, we gave our toasts, and made speeches, having a goodly
company which spent the day with us, and participated in the
hearty patriotism of the occasion. Nor %@ we wholly indif-
ferent to what was going on outside. e too enjoyed the
light of the sun—inhaled the common air—felt the breezes—
heard the booming of cannon—saw the waving “stripes and
stars” in the harbor and upon the heights—saw the masses in
their various movements—witnessed the ascension of the Bal-
loon, and saw it for the full hour, as it passed off to the South
and East, lessening in our view to a small yellow point, and
disappearing in the distant heavens. We were in full view
‘algo of the fire-works, at evening, which sent up their lurid
streams from both sides of the Desutifal river, bursting and
- parting in'wild explosions, spreading their brilliant and mo-
mentary magnificence upon the sky, and then slowly descend-
ingd agiiln in drops of light, and sparkling showers of green
and gold.

Pegrha,ps it may as well be stated here that when we first ar-
rived atthe jail we were put into & room with cells. Our gleep,
in those cells, was attended with circumstances which were
calenlated to move honest and unoffending men, at least, to the
most decided questionings and remonstrances. These difficul-
ties, however, were very soon overcome in a brilliant achieve-
ment of mind over animal matter, by suspending our couch to
the ceiling by means of long and strong ropes. Of this we
felt an honest pride, as the occurrence so essentially tended to
the happiness of our repose.

On our right yawned the gloomy cell in which Sullivan, the
murderer, was chained during the nine months previous to his
execution upon the gallows, which stood near and above us, in
an opposite direction. Our food furnished in the jail was any
thing but, inviting—too plainly, it needed no sort of praise,
save, there was plenty of it. Still the many gifts, and kind
visitations of friends which we almost constantly enjoyed, con-
curred to make even prison-life quite tolerable ; and more es-
pecially as after about one week of our time had elapsed we
were taken from our cell room to the debtor’s room, which was
entirely removed from the stench and all the dreary associa-
tions of our former abode. ‘

Betore entirely taking our leave, however, o1 that rocm of
cells, so utterly unsunitable as a place of confinement for men
who confesgedly had committed no outrage against any person

L
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or persons, but who, at most that even enemies attempted to
allege, had only held a private spiritual circle in their own
hired room, we would speak of one transaction which occurred
in that place of filth and other annoyances. As we have said,
we received much company. This was not only our friends,
but many cgme also whom wa had never seen before, 1o look
upon the rd#arkable mediums. Among others came the City
Recorder, who was the only person of all the various persons
and parties that visited us, who gave us an unkind word. He
was & man whom we had never seen before. After taking & -
survey of our position. in a tone of unbounded importance,
he asked the bystanders if these were the men who were brought
in from Phoenix, and upon being informed that they were, he
afain arose into his pale envenomed dignity, and said—* Let
them obey the laws of the land where they go then.” I arose
from the rude seat which I was occupying, with a book inmy
hand, and asked if he intended that language for us, and upon
being informed that it was even so, 1 replied that  a gentle-
man might be supposed to visit prisoners without jeering or
insulting them, and that he woulcf be very likely to do s0.”—
That gentleman passed very rapidly out of our room, and
most fully concurred in the opinion” of the jailer, who stood
near, and with great evident prudence, said he thought the re-
marks of the Recorder quite unnecessary. 3
‘When the thing had passed, I really fglt a degree of inward
* rebuke, that I had allowed myself to be at all moved by an
ebullition from the embodiment of such consummate impu-
dence. Even if we had been guilty men—if we had been im-
prisoned for even alleged crime—for a transaction in which
we could have thought of wrong, the remark would have been
invidious and mean; but when we see a city Judge fall at
once from the glory of expansive and high-browed magistracy
to the obtuseness of such narrow bigotry, and so turn aside
from every principle of true dignity and common manliness,and
reckless of all justice, descend even below the tone of the
thonghtless multitude, to wreak the vengeanc® of his religions
“hate npon the heads of his supposed helpless and defenceless
victims, we are introduced to depths of human' debpsement
utterly beneath contempt, ' p
Surely he was a pharisee of the pharisees,” a parasite, the
veriest pimp of sycophantic orthodoxy. . We would not spesk
in any severity of Mr. Harmon, but remind him that there are
certain great principles in the universe of God, which are im-
portant, and that there is an attribute which is

- % Mightiest in the mightiest, and becomes
The throned monarch better than his crown I
&
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Any one might, indeed, respect and magnify his office, but
% What can ennoble sots, or slaves, or cowards
Alas, not all the blood of all the Howards!”

Surely there are responsibilities noble and ennobling, within
the gift of a free and intelligent people which they entrust to
their magistrate, and how must the emotions of philanthropy
and justice well up in his charitable and capacioys soul, man-
tling even his manly countenance with smiles and honest
bluehes, as he reflects upon the nobleness of his salutation to
the prisoners at the jail! O, why could not those pigmy apos-
tles of love and compassion whose benevolence has moved
them fo visit culprits in prison, and felons in dangeons, and
whose lives and labors have softened, moved and lifted the
world, have been city Recorders? '
Suppose he could have visited Wm. Penn, in England,
thrust into prison there for preaching principles which could
and did tame the savage of the American wilds, he would
doubtless have said— iet him obey the laws of the land
where he goes then.” When John Wesley was carried through
the streets of England, as from time to time he was, by the
infuriated mob, for preaching Methodism, if the city Recorder
could have been there would he not have said “ Let him obey
the laws of the land where he goes then™ And what would
he have said of Roger Williams, or Mrs. Hutchinson and her
followers, or of the Quakers—would he not have joined the
“gedate churchmen and clergy” in banishing them from
the Colony of Plymouth, or hanging them if they returned?
But having been taken to the clean and pleasant room of
of which we have spoken, and given assurance that we should
not leave the jail until our time was out, [meaning unless re-
leased by the spirits] the jailer gave us certain liberties about
the premises, which rendered the place, ag an abode of con-
finement, quite comfortable. About 5 or 7 days previous to
the expiration of our term, an angel told us in our prison that
we should probably be released by the angels, and to adjust
all onr affairs at the jail so as to be ready to go out at any
time. We did s0, and then remained in entire suspense a8 to
the time when we might be set free, save that we had reason
to suppose it would be very near theclose of the term fixed by the
law. The intimation thus given was not to be announced, save to
one or two men at most,—we were to be quiet and wait in
readiness for the emergency. Intimations were given, howev-
er, by the boys, to some of their choice friends, that we should
probably be set free by the angels, and questionings had arisen
with us whether we should not be charged, by the unbelieving
authorities, with breaking jail, and so be imprisoned again for
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such an alleged crime; for we had had so much law from our

opposers, and no {‘ustice, we could pot calculate what might
. come next. We talked with some of our friends about such a
result; they thought it would be unwise to leave the jail. We
talked with the spirits about it, from whom it was intimated
that if we were unlocked we should probably be directed to
go out of the jail.

Our time now had nearly expired—some two days remain-
ing—when the jailer asked me privately why the spirits did
not let us out; stating that from what he had wiinessed he be-
lieved the spirits could, I then acknowledged to him that we
expected to be let out, but had fears that we should be arrested
again in case of going away, on charge of breaking jail, as
people could not believe. Tge jailer said there was no dan
of such a result, and that he would guarantee that we should
not be harmed if we went away. I told him I would like then
to bave him make all surs and lock the door himself—there
being only two more nights to stay. On that night, the jailer
removed the lock commonly on our door and put another in
its place said to be more com}ﬂicated. The spirit, in chart%e,
spake to us that night as usual, and chided us that we should
violate the directions so expressly given. He said we had talk-
ed so much he did not know as the ruling spirit would let us
out at all. This we looked upon as chastisement, and as a Jes-
son to us, and we felt it ; and still we expected to be let out,
and resolved on stricter faithfulness in time to come. I told
the jailer the next morning what had been said, and that we
were sorry such mention of the subject had been made, and that
I was sorry 1 had, on my part, even conceeded the matter to
him ; and that, as & sort of redeemer for my talk, he would
Earha%)s be willing to let all things be about as they would

ave been if I had made no such concession. He said he would
take away the lock he had last put on and substitate another
secure lock. He chose not to leave the lock on the door com-
monly on it, 88 many would come to look, if we were relessed,
and might think be had not done his duty. He would put on
another secure lock. To this I heartily assented. I did my-
self desire the door should be faithfully and securely locked,
and requested the jailer to do it himself in person that there
might be absolute proof in relation to our release. What I
said to the jailer on this matter was strictly confidential, grow-
ing out of his acknowledgment that from what he had witness-
ed, he believed the spirits could release us. Nor had I one
thought of anything wrong or false about it. I most fully be-
lieved the spirits could nunlock any lock in the jail at onee, and
stated so to the jailer :—this he acknowledges, Night came—



. 36

we were all in our room together:—this was to be ofir last night

in the prison, and we were to be delivered by the angels that

night if at all. I had given myself to prayer almost incessant-

ly and unreservedly during that afternoon. Feeling the res-
nsibility of the hour, I %ad, towards evening, taken those

8 bg their hands, who had been my companions 8o long,
and led them away to an apartment alone, and endeavored to
make an impression wpon t}ileir minds for good, which I hoped
would be so impressed -as to go with them through life. Icon-
sidered their youth and my experience in years, and proposed\
certain resolutions for our mutual adoption, founded in virt g,
and rectitude, in purity of heart and life, which I trosted r aight
be long and faithfully recollected. Those resolutio” ¢ wrare
adopted, and I believe they will not soon be forgot cen,  We
digjoined our hands at the close of that interview,? nd returned
4o our room and made our usual pre(faration for. talking with
the angels. I trusted we should be delivered.

Just after we were seated in our room, the, jailer came to the
door to lock us in as usual, and asked if " e were all there.—
We answered romitly to his call that “ e were, He putona
new lock which we had never seen. T.mmediately, sooner than
we expected, a voice gpake in the r0.om and said that T was to

o out that night. I was told to ‘put on my coat and hat, and
ready. It was oppressively Warm in our small room with
the window and door both closed, and I asked if I could be sl
lowed to sit with my coat off; as I'did not expect we should be
released for more than an hour; but the answer was, “ put on
thy coat and hat,—be ready.” 1 did so, noteyen then suppos-
ing we should be released wuntil the jailer and his family had
retired, and all might be still without. But 1 was disappoint-
ed. Immediately, not probably twenty minutes from the time
we were locked up. the door was thrown open and the voice
again spake and said : “ Now go guickly.—Take with you the
rope, [for a rope had been in our room which had been used
for anothef purpose, in our former room, as we have previous-
1y said,] go to yonder garret window, and let thyself down,
and flee from this place. We will take care of the boys. There
are many angels present, though but one spea 2" 1 hastily
passed on and strictly obeyed the angel. e boys came out
with me into the Hall, took up the lock which lay upon the
floor, and for the first time examined it,—spoke of its bein
warm. The an%el told them, as they subsequently informe§
me, to go into the room again, and the deor was closed and
i?lckegi gtgam by the angel, and they were to remain there for
e night.
When 1 went I expected the medinms would immediately
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follow me. It by no means occurred to me that the door was
again to be locked. I wastold by the angel even to leave.the
rope at the window. I expected that when I had successfully
made my escafe from the building the boys would be directed
to follow me. 1 did not comprehend at the time that the angels
intended to detain the boys for the night. I loitered by the way
supposing it likely my companions might overtake me ; and
when I arrived at the honse of a friend who kindly arose to re-
ceive and shelter me, I joyfully announced that I expected the
boys along in a few moments, I sat down and hastily wrote
that night to my wife and children in Massachusetts, as that let-
ter will now show, announcing to them that our prison door
had been thrown open, thatI had thus made my escape, and
that I expected the boys would soon arrive.

It matters not to me what force these statements may have
in the minds of others—I make them because they are true.—
before God and man I make them, and shall make them while
T exist ; and thanks be to God on high, I am not alone in this
testimony ; angels who do his bidding will ever attest its truth-
fniness.

In the morning I went out and showed myself openly and
confidently in the city. It never occured to me that the door
was re-docked. I marvelled, indeed, that the mediums did not
come, for I knew they were determined to go out if they could,
after the jailer had given assurance that we ghould not be har.
med if we did go away when unlocked by the spirits. Isup-
posed they might have been seen by the jailer, possibly, and
that seeing them he might have felt it his duty to retain them,
for we intended fo go out unbeheld. When we were unlocked
from our room and thus let out into the hall, there were no
more locks against us. We could all have gone down the two
flights of stairs and thus out into the street ; buf mustthen pass
in full view of the jailer and his household. I obeyed the or-,
der of the angel, and went ont as I have said, through the u
per gortion of the jail which presented no obstacles at all. I
could have gone without the rope, but as it lay at my hand it
was a matter of some convenience.

It may be asked, why the boys were again locked up? Plain--
ly to detain them ; for they would have gone out if they had
not been locked in ; as indeed they expected to do when they
returned to the room. It may be asked why the boys were not
sent out with me? probably because of the storm that was like-
ly, in that case, to gather over and upon their Leads. Persons
were not to belisve them-—there are those who cannot believe
~=who cannot entertain facts from human testimony. It is
with them as when In a strange locality, the sun rises in the
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wrong place. Itis not right to them. They cannof make it
seam right. - '

S0 with regard to our manifestations, and go with regard to
the great test at the jail. We did not, from our experience in
these matters, we could not expect the masses generally, inthe
outset, to entertain the fact. As saith the Seriptures— They
could not believe,” and not believing they would denounce us
as imposters.

The same test of spirit power would be given in one’s going
out as if all had gone. And it was not probably in the forecast
of either men or angels to perceive that any pne would doubt
our being in the room when we so faithfully#answered to the
call of the jailer. The jailer inferred that because [ was out in
the morning, therefore I could not have been in when he lock-
ed up. But hisinference was false and unfounded—7 was in
the room when he locked wp. 1f his inference had not prevail-
ed in 8 measure, a8 it has, some other inference would have
been drawn. The Turnkey, to day, if he has not changed his
mind, thinks I was in the room, and that we got out by false
keys. I never imagined it would be said I was notin the room,
for I supposed the jailer heard my voice at the time, and knew
I was there. Certainly it was his duty to have known I was
there. Irequested him to be sure and lock us in himself—
‘What is imagined or inferred is one thing, and what is absolute-
ly proved by unimpeached and unimpeachable witneases, and
(iammistmted by absolute fact, is another. The latter, unforta-
nately for the opposer, is exactly our case.

I was directe %y the angel to return to the jail in the mor-
ping. This] did in the midst of the most terrific thunder. [It
was that morning on which a young lady in the vicinity was
killed by lightning.] Rarely, it ever had I heard such peals,
or witnessed such lurid streams as seemed almost constantly
shot from the moving pageant above to the earth below. And
it'almost seemed, too, that the accumulating storm around me
on earth, corresponded to the gathering and rising storm in the
heavens. Indeed I hold the cccurrence now, in my view, 88 8
most striking coincidence. .

But ere this storm had passed from our view, I returned to
the jailer, lest it might apdpear to the authorities that I intended
toleave the city without doing so. - I found the jailer walkin
the piazza, in perfect wrath! gaid he, “I thought a good d
of you, and now yon have deceived me.” No,I have not de-
ceived you, and you will yet know that I am all you took me
to be, was my reply. “ Whatis the trouble?—You was not in
that room when 1 locked the door.” 1 replied by saying, [and.
I was glad, and am now glad, his family generally and the turns
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key were standininear to hear%]may that God whose thun.
der peals in the heavens, loose his lightnings upon me, that
I may be stricken upon this floor dead; and may I never again
behoﬁl the faces of my children, if I was not in that room with
the boys when you called unto us and when you locked the door.
The jailer’s confidence in his inference seemed somewhat wea-
kened at the time, and yet he has felt called upon, it seems, to
ive a statement to the public of what he believed o be trus—
at statement, not strictly correct, and wholly destitute of
force or proof in ewery particular, as bearing against the fact
in question, is concluded by himself as follows :—“ I am well
aware that Mr. Rand will assert the opposite, and call God and
the angels to witnes the truth of his assertions, backed also by
the assertions of the Davenport boys. AsIhave no feeling to
gratify, but & strong desire that truth may prevail, I have made
a plain statement of what I believe to be true, and let the com-
munity judge between them and me.”

In that long letter the jailer proceeds to state how I might
have got out if I had intended to be an imposter. Another
man might proceed to point out several other ways in which he
imagines I might have made my escape ; but what force can
there be in any such imaginings against the absolute facts in
the case ?

The jailer seems to recollect that I fixed the night on which
we were to be let ont, Not so. I knew it not. There were
but two nights remaining. There appears a slight inconsisten-
ey, also, in his proceeding fo state absolutely how Mr. Rand
got outof jail, and then mildly saying it was only what he be-
lieved to be the cagse. With all due regards to J. W. Perkins,
the jailer, as “ an honorable man,” we think him at fault to
state that as an absolute fact which he concedes to be a matter
of conjecture with himself. Was it not an effort, whether in-
tended or not, to make out 8 case? It was the jailer’s remark,
that from what he had winessed, ’he believed the spirits could
uniock the door, that induced me to concede to him that I
expected it would be done ; and [ desired also to know what
he thought would be the result if we went away from the jail,
being unlocked by the spirits. What was said I deemed said
in friendly, mutnal confidence ; nor, I repeat, had I a thought
even of any thing false in that confidence. I had no reason at.
all to suppose it would make any difference with regard to our
release to exchange locks. And when the jailer said he would
put on another secure lock for the last night, and not the one
commonly on that door, 7 déid not object to t—1 was willing it
should be so—1I said 7 was satssfied with that. 1 know this has
nothing af all to do v th the great substantial fact of our release
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from the prison, but I make these statements becanse they are
true. The jailer says, “ I have no feeling to gratify, but a stron
desire that truth may prevail.” This surely is very commend-
able. The jailer also said to me, that from what he had wit-
nessed he believed the spirits could release us. Why should he
not believe so, after the test of spirit power he had had. He
fastened the boys himself with irons which he adjusted with -
his own hands. He Znew they counld not move. His testimo-
ny, under the circumstances, would have condemned to death
any man in Oswego. He passed into the cell himself, and
knew the trampet was placed entirely beyond the reach of the
boys. He returned and we all took our position outside of
the cell, save the boys whose hands were fastened in an eleva-
ted position to the bars of the door. Nothing could have been
any surer—nothing could have been more sbsolute. The trum-
pet was brought to us and beaten upon the bars of the door,and
a voice spoke with determination and decided intelligence
through it, giving instructions in relation to the occurrence of
our coming to the jail. To parry its force somewhat when
asked what he thought of the test, the jailer said, ¢ It is a mat-
ter for scientific inveatigation.” But that power was there—it
is acknowledged even by the jailer to have been there ; and
might not this power, however explained, unlock our door #-—
Ay, and i did /—and that power was nothing else than the
strong spirithand of Henry Morgan, who rules the band of
mighty spirits who give manifestations through the Davenport -
medinms.

How many scores and hundreds have been permitted to feel
the kindly and inteligent clasp of that hand and other spirit
hands in the room or presence of the Davenport mediums. I
have often felt, not only the clasp but the grasp of that hand,
8s it has come in contact with my material form or taken hold

- of my physical hand with a firm grasp, handling me as if1
were a child, holding the grasp long until the indentations of
the presure were clearly seen %y the audience when my hand
was released from the spirit-hand, in full view, in the clear
bright light.

ften within three seconds fromn the time we have seen the
medinms pinioned to their seats beyond the possibility of re-
lease by tgemselves, has that hand at a distance from the me-
diums beéyand their possible reach, clapsed my own with a firm
grasp and thus been thirust forth into the full gaze of the an-
ience. And many scores of others besides myself have felt
the same grasp, and had the same experience. And a great
variety of physical manifestations have been given in the most
positive forms conceivable, before competent witnesses. It
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might be supposed that the announcement of these facts, from
men of undoubted veracity and intelligence, would convinece
the world; but the facts are so astonishing, and the subject of
life and immortalitg to which they tend, so momentous, that all
persons cannot readily entertain them. Upon this matter, we
often find persons who are not only incapable of receiving the
testimony of others but unable also, a8 we have said, to rely
upon the evidence of their own senses.

BPECIAL TESTS.

i . ‘

I will mention here only one or two tests out of hundreds
which have been given. the town of Milford, Me., at &
spiritual circle of 95 persons, & nice cecretary was unlocked at
first, by the spirits, with the key, and numerous articles were
taken from the depository and distributed among the audience.
The proprietor remarked that be did not care to have his valu-
able articles thus removed, and that he would lock up the se-
cretary and see if they would then be taken. He did 8o in our

resence, and by agreement of the company the key was placed
in the hand of a gentleman in the room for its safe keeping.
The circle again became quiet, every one firnily joining hands,
and the light having been extinguished, we instantly heard the
bolt of the lock slide and the contents of the secretary were
immediately again distributed among our company in perfect
stillness. A large spy-glass was drawn out to its utmost ex-
tent and brought far across the room over the heads of several
rsons, and placed partly upon my hand and partly upon the
and of a gentleman from Bangor, who sat next to me. Nu-
merous other articles wers also distributed with ufmost ecars,
in various parts of the room where no person could possibly
have walked without detection, even if any had been loose, or
disposed to have dome so. The gentleman aforesaid holding
the key in his hand all the while. This company was a selec-
tion of intelligent and candid persons assembled there for the
express purpose of testing these manifestations. We knew, as
we now know that secretary was unlocked by other power and
intelligence than our own,

We made a statement of the tests which we witnessed there
in & series of five successive circles, subscribed our names to it,
and published that statement to the world; but how many
éouh? believe our mere human testimony ¢ -1 And if spirits can
unlock an intricate and secure lock in one place without s key,
why not in another? Ifata private room, when intelligent
witnesses have taken every precantion to have the test perfect,
why notat a jail? And if persons cannot believe in one case,
can they in another? -

At a large and stormy audience in the City of Oswego, 8
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committee selected from that andience, tied and worked upon
those Davenport boys more than one hour—putting on all the
rope we then had, about 80 feet, [though we have often carri-
ed 150 feet,] and 27 feet of strong cord furnished by the audi-
ence. To this we submitted to satisty the audience ; and then
the younger boy’s knots were firmly wound and secured by
new and strong copper wire--bent and twisted on with forcsps;
this we also allowed for the test, and then the doors of the box
in which the boys were placed, were sealed with wax %nd pri-
vate seals, and everyavenue by which any one could approach
the box guarded by sentinels. Then were the lights extingunish-
ed, and the older boy was untied in 11 minutes, every knot.—
He was taken out and held by the committee, and the younger.
boy examined by the committeee—knots and wire all secure.~—
The box was again closed, and the younger medinm thus left
alone there, was released from his ropes wire and knots—every
knot untied, in 8 minutes. = Many acknowledged the force
of this test of spirit power, and yet some doubted.

‘We mention one other test in this connection. At a private
circle of about 40 persons in the City of Oswego, the Daven-
port boys, with Wm. M. Fay, also a powerful physical medinm,
who took & seat with them, were all fastened at the exiremes
of avery large and kmt% table, with strong fine cotion thread,
wound closely around their wrists and tied in many knots—
each wrist of each boy being wound many times and closely
tied in many knots each time, and then the threads on either
sids of each hand carried out a few inches—tied in 8 knot at
the end and tacked down to the table by a comnon tack, and
and that knot and tack sealed with wax. This was faithfully
done by a committee. All had an opportunity to look upon
the knots and seals, and all knew it was utterly impossible for
.either boy to move his hand without breaking the threads.—
The ingtruments were then laid in the middle of the table, far
beyond the possible reach of the boys. The audience were then
all tied together by ropes and- cords, so that no one could move
without the knowledge of others, and then on extinguishing the
light, those iustrnments were taken up and borne about the
room and over our heads, and thrumed and played by some
intelligent hands other than ourown. This was certain, as in-
stantly on lighting the gas we iound the medinms in every in-
stance, firmly tied and immoveably secure. :

This test, it was acknowledged, did something for spiritual-
ism in the city of Oswego. And these are among the many
which at sundry times and in almost every variety of form have
been given through these remarkable boys during the mediurm-
istic period of their experience. . : ,

é
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‘We have now presented, substantially the faets in the case,
leaving the reader to form his own conclusions as to the rea-
gonableness and practicability of the subject from this view of
the matter.

WITNESSES IN THE CASE.

- Having presented this subject then statistically, and minutely
delimented facts in detail, as they occurred, we have further to
subimit that we are witness in the case. 'We were no.parties
o the {ransaction, any more than was Peter in his deliverance
from the}prison, centuries gone past. We were all quietly seat-
ed when our prison door was thrown open. Wedid not move
orrise until the evening light from the hall into which our door
opened, gléamed in upon us, as that door was thrown open.—

@ then arose 88 we have ssld, and walked into that hall
There were no more locks against us. We conld go out then
in several ways. The bodys were not to go out, as was after-
wards explainad. 1could have gone down the two flights of
stairs a.n? assed in full view of the jailer and his family ; but
thisa'from the firet I did not intend to do. I intended when re-
ledsed to pass unbeheld and make my escape. Idid so. I
eould have gone in several ways, but the one I was directed to
take waa perfectly feasible and less liable to exposure. I had
no idea of subjecting the jailer to the trouble of taking me back
to the room from which 1 had just been delivered, and from
which, in fact we had all been delivered,although the boys were

- dfterwards detained as witnesses whose testimony could not be

¥esisted, to the effect that our prison door was unlocked by the
angels. ‘The jailer had indeed assured us that if unlocked by
the epirits we should not be harmed if we went out. But how
were we to make it appear? How could we have proved that
we were unlocked by'the angels if we had all gone forth from the
jall, and hence held by un%elievers ag culprits?  As we have
seen, unbelief was {o prevail. Buppose the door had been left
open : in that case we should have been charged with having
false keys, asin fact we were by the turnkey, and whose con-
j f:ltnre on the matter was by far more plausible than that of the
ailer.
! Persons complain that I might have tione in some more res-
pectable way than to have escaped at the window by means of
a rope. Indeed, but I went as directed, and found it a very con-
venient and safe way ; and if St. Paul was not ashamed to be
let down in a basket, by very much the same instrumentality,
and so make his escape from his persecutors, why should I be
ashamed that my escape was ordered in very much the same
way? Furthermore the angel told me distinctly tolet the rope
&
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- hang ; andIsay letit hang—1I am not ashamed of it—I glory
init—I would by no means have it otherwise—let it hang ag &
prominent feature in the record of this transaction, while cen-
turies roll ! It is not in the power of man to remove that fea-

ture. It will hang, I doubt not, as & prominent fact in the re-
cord of this testimony, while shall be remembered the vision at
Beth;:l, the altar of klijah or the deliverance of Peter by the
angel. ‘

ut I am to say in this place, that we were simply witness-
es of a transaction, the like of which has occurred in the expe-
rience of man only rarely among the centuries. And we are
capable of telling the truth—we do tell the truth, and man is
Et to believe it; for truth is irresistible as the power of God.
uth is of God. i
‘We come upon the stand then as witnesses. Before we de-
pose, however, as responsible men, responsible on earth and
responsible also in that world to which we tend, let it be recol-
lected that the very occurrence—the transaction speaks for its-
self, in the nature of the case. I was out of that jail in the mor-
nin@yrwhile it was the duty of the jailer to have Anown that 1
was in there the night before. I charged him to know it. I
never dreamed but that he déd know it, and the lameness of the
matter is altogether on his part that he did not know it. Why

-should I be held responsible for his delinquency? I am not—
I will not be thus responsible. I charged him after the matter
was broached between us, to znow that I was safely locked in,
that there might not be any uncertainty about the matter; an
the want of faithfulnes, though I have no doubt he intended to
act justly and kindly, was wholly on his part, and not on my
part, and not on the part of the angels. Nor on the other hand
does he know I was not in ; he has not the slightest reason to
suppose I was'not in. All the facts and circumstances in the
case go to show that 1 was in. Whether others can perceive
the fact or not, it weuld have been madness to have' attempted

e thing he imagines, even if I had been base enough to
have done it. But what could I promise myself in such an
event? > Let any reaso.able man propose to himself the ques-
tion. In all seriousnes:, what could I or any one of common
understanding, expect to gain thus to Zermpt. God under such
responsible circumstances? Knowing as I'do, if we can know
anything, there is immortality before us all ; what-could I ex-
pect bat disgrace and wretchedness on earth, and condemna-
tion and perpetual infamsy in the angel world, as inevitably
consequent on the commisgion of a deed so fearfully blasphe-
mous;and Heaven-daring? It is unreasonable to suppose any
one would do so. It was unreasonable in the extreme for



44

the jailer to form any such conclusion in reference to the case
in question, or for any one else to entertain any such conclu-
sion. My antecedents would warrant no such conclusion, but
‘quite the contrary. And the same may be said ofthe boys with .
me, both as it respects their responsibility and reputation. I
call upon the wide world to bring one circumstance or one par-
ticle of progf by which can be shown in any degree the contra-

Furthermore, of unimpeached and unimpeachable veracity,
“poesessing capacity to bear testimony sufficiently strong to con-
viet any man in the land of murder, were we privy to it; yes,
‘possessing even this power, and no one will deny we do posses
1t, we come forward and make our solemn affidavit to the fact
that we were all in that room when the jailer locked up, and
‘that our prison door was opened by’ the angels. Not one wit-
nees alone was there, or wo only, but 4ree were there to testi-
fy ; and we have as good a right to testify as Abraham or Lot,

acob or Gideon, Manoah, Samuel, Elijah. Daniel or Zachari-
ah ; for they with others whose testimony is received by mil-
lions, were alone when the angel is represented to have spoken
to them. How do we know that the angel spoke to Hagar but
‘from her word alone?! How do we know that theangel called
out to Abraham when he was about to offer up his child, but by
his sole word for it? How do we know that the angel wrest-
led with Jacob, but by his own testimony solely? How do we
know that the angel appeared to Giddeon, and “sat under an
oak,” and told him that he must go and order the battle against
the Midianites, but by his solitary word for it? [1.] How do we
. know this man had a remarkable proof of spirit-power by the
test of the “fleece of wool.” [2.] save by his own testimony
alone? How do we know that Manoah talked with the angel
familiarly, [8.] but by his own word? How do we know that
Samson slew the lion, when “ the spirit of the Lord came might-
ity upon him,” [4.] save by his own word ¢ How know we that
Elijah [5.] was fed by ravens,or that when “he lay and slept
under a juniper tree, behold then an angel touched him and
said, arise and eat,” [6.] and how do we know that he did eat
of the cake baked on the, coals there, as prepared by the an-
gel, save by his own word ? :

People believe the scripture accounts generally because they
are 8o old, and not because they are so much better authentica.
ted than events which transpire now before our eyes. But we
¢laim that we have the same right to speak as Noah, Lot or

- 1 Judges, vi, 11, 2. Judges, vi, 37, 8, Judges, xiil, 13. 4. Judges, xiv, §,
5. Kings,’x ;8. 8, Kiags, ’xix,’ 5. P gl . T
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Daniel, or Elijah, Joseph Paul or Peter ; and that truth on our
tongues and from our lips, is a8 much truth as from theirs, and
we accordingly, in the name of the God of truth, make our dec-
laration, and testify to the world what we do know, regardless
of the belief or unbelief of man. What others may do or say,
or how they may feel, is nanght to' us ; to our own Master we
we stand or fall. It is ours to testify and leave the event with
God.

‘We have now given our testimony and are ready for an
eross-examination that ever shall arise. Think not that weas
sympathy—think not that we ask clemency or indulgence at
tge hands of any éne, or any persons, now that' all persons do
not believe at once. When was it ever so at the introduction
of any great truth ¢ Look to the catalogue of discoveries—Ilook
back to him of Nazreth, who taught in the streets of Jerusalem,
and ¢ spake as never man spake,” and what was the result #¥—
Could he make the world believe? Did they understand his
beavenly doctrine—did they receive his truth? No, far other-
wise, ey persecuted and derided him. They condemned’
snd crucified him. Read the brief history of the Acts of his
Apostles, and note the commotion, the turmoil and uproar that
attended them every where they went. Behold the mighty
Panl as he stood before kings and governors, fought with
beasts at Ephesus, or withstood the encounter of the Athenian
philosophers ; surely he might well say, at the cloge of his war-
fare, “ 1 have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I
have kept the faith : henceforth there is laid up for me a crown
of righteousnes.” From the days of the rabble atthe door ot Lot
nnto the present time, the gross animal man has registed and
opposed the truth ; and never with greater violence and fier-
cer egersecution than when his corrupt, darkened and undevel-
oped soul has been perverted by loud and lifeless professions of
religion, and bound in the blinding bondage of human creeds.

o i

REPLY TO TF!E OSWEGO TIMES AND BUNDRY OF ITS LIBELOUB
COMMUNICATIONS.

Having passed hastily and briefly through with the general
statements of the body of this work, we proceed to the consid-
eration of various newspaper articles and slanderousstatements
which have been made against us and the work in which we
hsve been engaged. '

There are some men and things too mean and low to merit
even a passing notice. Of this class we have ever held the
Oswego Commercial Times, and the swaggering gloat that
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conducts the editorial columns of that libelous sheet, which has
been made the vehicle of continuous and palpable falsehood in
relation to us, from the time we first entered Oswego up to that
editorial tissue of lies which headed the letter of J. %V Per-
kins, the jailer. And we notice that, at all now, only that the
Jailer has chosen it, though known to be infamously rabid
%gainst ns, a8 the favorite medinm of his long communication.
haz;c(lionbted}y his epistle would be sate committed to such
8 :

Besides the numerous false and scurrilous statements in re-
lation to our circles in Oswego, before we had even returned
from Mexico, it was reported in the Z%mes that our manifes-
tations in Prattham [Mexico,] were a failure, and that we were
thrown ount of doors snd our boxes after us, Entirely false—
lies No. one, two, three ; statements which that editor knew, if
he knew anything about it, to be absolute falsehoods when he
made them. Then even in that last emptying of the very dregs
of his venom, with whichhe headed Mr. Perkin’s letter, he pro-
ceeds to say, we asked permission to occupy the school-hounse
in Prattham, and were vefused, and that afterwards we broke
in. False inevery particular—Ilies No. four, five, six. Did
that letter need this support?

‘Would the reader like to know somethieg of the spirit in
which that editor writes : [see answers at corres ond}i)ng fig-
ures below.] * Finale of the Davenpost Boys in this eity. [1]

heir appearance in this city will be remembered in connec-
tion with the excitement which they created. [2] By their jug.
glery they deceived those whom they called friends, [3] and
who, indeed, were friends, calling God to witness that their
spiritual manifestations were sincere, 54] when after 2 week or
two they went to Mexico to practice deception in that vicini-
ty. [5] At Prattham they asked permission to perform in a
school-house on Sunday evening, and were refused ; whereup-
on they broke in [6] and were afterwards arrested, convicted
and fined. On getting out of this scrape they went to Pheenix
where they again got into more and deeper trouble. [7] They
were snapped up by the citizens and sent here, and during their
confinement in the jail, received the sympathies of many
friends, but when their jail-life had well nigh passed, again at-
tempted to practice further and greater imposition on the pub-
lic, [8] and now as they justly deserve, they are denounced and
abandoned by all their former friends. [#] We give the state-
ment of Mr. Perkins, as exposing [10] their nefarious designs,
and agk the public to deal with glese imposters according to
their hypocracy.”—Oswego Times, July 18th, 1859. ‘
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51; Not 8o ; we are holding our circles in this city to-day,
and have been holding them both day and evening for weegs
since our deliverance from the prison.] [2. This i1s true, we
always produee excitement and inquiry.] [3. False. The man-
ifestations were proved genwine by the most positive experi-
ments human ingenuity could devise.] [4. True—we could say
with St. Paul, in similar appeals, “ God iz my witness.”] [5.
Falge. 'We never practiced any deception, nor can any such
thing be proved in any degree.] [6. False. We did not ask

ermission, were not refused, did not break in, but went in b
invitation.] [7. Not so. The former damaged us over $100,
and caused us much detention and personal abuse. The latter
claimed of us only $18,39, for holding a private spiritual cir-
cle.] [8. False. ~We practiced no imposition—the alleged oc-
currence was a verity—the angel did open our prison door—
three unimpeachable witnesses make affidavit to this declara-
tion, more than were present at the great test of either Abra-
ham, Jacob or Peter. Moreover, the event, in our experience,
stands snbstantiated by the undeniable and acknowledged ac-
tual transaction, without one particle of proof to the contrary.]
9. Not so—far otherwise. We have many tried and gennine
riends who have not forsaken us in the darkest hour,and whose
gympathy and support we most thankfully appreciate. But
guppose we were entirely abandoned, truth would be the same.
Good men have been abandoned before us.] [10. Mr. Perkins
hag not one solitary word of proof to give ; he acknowledges
his opinion in relation to our release is wholly conjecture, and
the fact and statement which we present and maintain, prove
his conjecture ntterly unfounded.

For as much as this paper, the Times, has continued from
first to last, to vent its antagonism npon us in unceasing false-
hood, and as other papers abroad, not knowing the charater of
this sheet or its disposition towards us at any rate, might’sup-
pose there was some shadow of reliance to be placed upon its
sayings, we further quote from that paper for July 18th. “A
parting word.—The Palladiwm of this morning publishes an
article from * Spiritualist,” which is a frank and honest confes-
gion. From the first we insisted that the Davenport boys were
imposing upon the public, aud for which opinion, often ex-
pressed, we were in several instances censured. .In Buffalo
they have long been considered infposters, and jail-life was not
new to them. They came here without reputation ; but few per-
sons knew their antecedents, and they being in possession of con-
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summate skill, have blinded the eyes ofthose whom they have
deceived. At Mead’s hall, Rand called God and the angels to
witness the sincerity of their [his and the boys] hearts. He
would sooner give up his life than his spiritul belief, and stated
before God and angels, that what the boys were able to do,
was only through the aid of spirits. There was no deception,
and he would to God that he could convince the aundience of
the fact. After all this, how many times were the boys ‘put to
their wits ends' to free themselves from the embarrassment
caused by too close inspection of theirsecret movements! When
the boys were closely pursued, the spirits invariably rebelled.
Finally, when Ranp escaped from jail, he intended it as his
crowning feat. Ii wae 8o, though d)iﬁ'erent from his expecta-
tions ; for in the opinion of his former friends he crowned his
head with infamy. He did sacrifice the principles of Spirite-
alism to his own individual cupidity. Mr. Perkin’s statement
was clear and convincing, aud we are glad that by it many have
been undeceived. We have waged no war against Spiritnal-
ism, nor shall we, though we are determined unbelievers ; but
what we have said of the Davenport boys, right and justice
demands. We looked upon them as imposters, and time has
proved our opinion correct. They have exposed themselves,
let them suffer the consequences. Wherever they go we wish
them no ill luck, and far be it from us to wish them the least
Erosperisy while following the business in which they have
een engaged.”

This article commends itself to the good sense of the readers
as also fraught in falsehood and perversion. First it reports
¢ Spiritualists” as making “a frank and honest confession” that
there is no reality in spiritual manifestations, Could not the
editor of the Z%mes, for once in his life, write two lines on the
subject of spiritualism without lying? The plain truth in the
matter is, no such confession was made. A man sometimes
thinks every thing wrong around him, when the whole trouble
is with bimself ; the editor can now somebow see that ¢ Spir-
itualist” has made this confession—that the boys have been “put
to their wits ends” when closely pursued, and that the spirits
have rebelled ; but can he tell when this happened? No, he
cannot cite an instance—he sees it all through his own false
glasses as he sees this confession of “Spiritualist;” he hass
wilfully false vision ; it is an optical disease. No wonder this
man could not believe I told the truth at Mead’s Hall.

But perhaps we ought to let “Spiritualist” speak for himself
on this point. Addressing the editor of the Z%mes he says, “I
am not aware of having made any confession as indicated by
the Zimes of Friday evening last in reference to the reality

[
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of spiritual manifestations ; nor have I intended to do 8o, ai- -
ther for myself or in behalf of Spiritualists.” Take another
falsehood— In Buffalo they [the Davenport boys,] have long
been considered imposters.” Does the edjtor really think any
body will believe such a statement ? Probably not one to twen-
ty thousand spiritualists in Buffalo have a doubt on this matter
or question in the least possible degree, that spirits do mani-
fest themselves through the Davenport boys, even though the
were raised up in that city. And the editor of the Z%mes fur-
ther adds in relation to the boys, *and jail life is not new to
them.” Really this mighty man for the truth means to make
out his case. He has become so accustomed’ to lying he can
say one thing as well as another ; and so then, he would inform
his readers gxaﬁ the Davenport boys have been to gail all alon

at different times, through life. Surely such bad boys coui%‘
not be expected to tell t%e truth. And then these boys “ came
here without reputation, but few persons knew their antece-
cedents.” Very unfortunate for these boys, that hardly any
body in the world knew them ; and that they have no reputa-
tion! Will not the editor who has shown us 80 much atten-
tion, attempt to bring one charge of evil a%ainst the boya? Did
he ever hear of any thing of the kind which had any semblance -
of proof? No, never. A man so unscrupulonsly false crosk
about “ reputation!” Butsuppose the boys were not known
to the public, as they are ; isita crime to be unknown? Can
he not take some higher ground ? Surely he wonld not work so .
hard for nothing. hat is his object? Is he afraid he will not
be believed i[e has told the public what happened at Pratt-
ham-—does he suppose he can harden that lie, flapping on '
hie tongue black as soot, into a truth, by saying the boys have
been to jail-—that “jail life was not new to them.” O shame!
where, where is thy blush?

The boys never saw the inside of a jail until they were carri-
ed there from Pheenix, nor is it at all likely the editor ever heard
of such a thing ; it would not be necessary; he himself is evi-
denly an extensive manufacturer in this line. A man of his
practice should be an adept, and still one might suppose he
would weary of his onerous labors. Omnivorous of all materi-
als, one swoop of his kaleidoscopic brain throws amy colorings
he may choose! And this is the profound master of chromi-
cles who speaks ‘of being censured for Ads “ opinion!” This
gusrdian of the public morals—this champion of troth—this
author of the polite editorial which adorned Mr., Perkin’s let-
‘ter, this saintly braggadocio, is of the opinion that spirit mani-
festations are not given through the Davenport boys, and that
we were not released from the prison by the angels! Is he the
first man of his type who could not believe the truth § Is it any -
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marvel be caonot belisve? What men so base, so perverted in spirit,

" gorrupt in soul, black at heart, and so prons to falsehood, ever did belisve
any thing ssered and divine T Is thers an instance on record? We doubt
much if itcan be found. He thinks Mr. Perkin’s letter was * veryclear
and convincing.” Most wonderfully clear, when he himself concedes
what every body knows, that his inferences in the matter were the mer-
a8t conjecture, the jailer not haviug the first item to present in proof that
I was not released by the angels.

This man of the Times, making lies his refuge. and hiding bimself un-
der falsshood, and purening us ever with a fiendishsess which * a devil
might envy,” now aseuming thet the mapifestations through the boys have
no fores, and now that they are * in possession of consummate skill,’’ this
oracular high priest of satan, who spesks of what he ealls Rarn’s « crown-
ing fest”’ and says ““he did sacrifice the principles of spiritualism to his
own individual cupidity.” bae proved himeelf false us lies can make him,
i. viper within the precincts of humanity, and crowned his owo head with

pfamy.

Tags one more falsehood, which seems to be the grand finale of the
editor of the Times, a paper which, touching this maiter, hes already be-
eome 8 stale noisencs in community. When he found we had ot gone
out of the place, as he had faleely intimated, but were giving circlesin
this city, he once more opans his soaky, toothless mouth, and says:

* Soms persons representing themseives to be the + Davenport Boys,”
sre giving * manifestetions” in Bangor, Me., aod pretend i have beenre-
eently released from the Oswego, N. Y. jail by aid of the spirite, A eiti-
zen of this city has received s letter from s relative in Bangor, asking for
information. We understand that the Davenport boys who were in jail,
sre still in this vicinity. Our anthority is reliable, 8o the peopls of Ban-
gor are being imposed upoon.”

s not this agaio a most wonder{ully plausibls correspondence,since there
is scarcely a man, or boy, or child ia Banfor who does pot know the Da-
venport boys as they do the members of their own families. Bat this
was the last bark that human dog could raise, and we lsave him to howl
to the dreary winds that shall sweep over the desolations in which his skep-
ticism and infamous falsehoods must jnvolve his destiny. « He has expos.
od himself, lot ham suffer the conseguences. Wherever he goes we wish
him no i1l luck, and far be it from us to wish him the lenst prosperity while
following the business in which &e has been engeged.” i

# SPIRITUALIST”

This has berome a very ominous word with us—it may mean some-
thing, and it often means nothing. The articles in the Pelladium over
rhis signsture, were very frail affairs. The writer says,  Mr. Perkins
has made what ] believe to be a true statement of the manner in which
L. P. Rand made his sscape from the city jail.”’ Poor weak creature this
s Spiritualist,” he needs to be hatched over again, indeed if heis not now
upon the inside of the « brittle bondage.” What fact had Mr. Perkins
tostate 7 Notone. And this man in ambush fels it his “*daty. in behall .
of spiritualists, to inform the public how far Mr. RKand and the Davenport
boys were endorsed by them.” Miserable palaver; they bad no powsr
to sndorse us—we did not need any endorsing—do not now need or ask
it; we have mever askedit. The manifestations, as given by the spirits
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through the boys, endorse themsslves, or they had been crushed long age
for all spirituelists have done or conld bave doné for them.

This sage writer speaks of demonstrations **precluding altogether andin
tote, not only the ides but the possibility of deception, collusion or bume
bug.” Indeed, how positively reliable | And in bis second article ha also
spaaks of the impregnable fortress. This is very positive and certain again
sursly. Bunt does not this wise man, (J. R, Plerce, 1 am told,) know thas
there is not in it all a tithe of the absolute force of demonstration which e
given in the physioal manifestations through the Daveoport mediums 1o
No. not a tithe in itali; and if  Spiritualist does not know this, then he
has yet much to learn.

Why is Europe sending across the Atlantic to-day for mediums of this
clase T Those men of scisnce know they must have something of this
positive nature to arrest and convince the mind of the skeptical messes.
‘T'ske away all your chances of thought-readiog, {a well known fact, and
hence a linbility to deception, nnd other possibilities of error and uncer-
tainty,) and what is there of absolute force in all those phevomena to
which he alludes to be compared with the manifestations of an angel in
bodily shape, who eats and drinks in your presence, as atthe visit io Abra~
‘ham, Lot and others; who talks to you with aodible voice, touches you
and bandles you freely, and tells you of the home where beings, viewless
to mortal eyes, dwell with departed friends and dear oves in blessedness
and peace !

Furthermore, when will a spirit measage be given through any medi-
um which affirms any thing else thao that [ was delivered from the pris-
on by the angels? Such a messsge has not been heard, snd probably will,
never be received. On the conirary, all the messagea given on this point
confirm the {actof my relesse. Aund numerous testimonies of spirits giv.
en under unqueationable cireumstances of verity, have confirmed the Iact
of my deliverance. 'What then comes of all this twaddle about endorsing
the Davenport boys, or Baod’s cupidity? "Twas all & lame shricking
from responsibility—a shameful. short-sighted, perfidions weakness—s
pitiable denial of fact—a cowardly dersliction.

If Rand was not released by the sngels from the prison, we have no
spiritualism—iis all false, we are ai} deceived, and there is nothing relia-
ble in the whole matter ; for as we have ssid, the spirits all, through
whatever mediums, so far as they esy any tbing sbout it, unifermly and
positively confirm this fact.

As to the very gracious saying, that «* much eredit is due Mr. Perkins,
for the genliemanly manner in which he has stated facts,” itis simply ve-
diculous ; he had not one fact to state. Perhaps this was as important
to the sase. however, as « Spirituslist’s” sage remarks about tne origin of
the boys. Does be know any thing about the ancsstry of the Davenport
boya? if o he knows it truly respectable. Perhaps if he should ook in-
$o this matter he would bs 5o led back among the illustrious dead, 28 to re-
ceive to his owa mind important accessions to the strength of his slready
impregnable spiritual fortress. :

1 do not know this suthor: 1 speak of him only as he sppears in bis ar-
ticles, but if he witholds his own name for sny thing in the line of his so-
cestors, we would recommend the counsel of Pope:

* Go, and pretend your family is young,
Nor own your futhers have been fools so Jlong.”

But we have further to say in relasion to this sickly talk about origing
which most pluinly had nothing to do with the guestion ; that sensible
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people have come to cars but little whether the father wae a president or
a tallow chandler, if so be that the son can bettle up the lightning. and
88 for this « Spirituslist,” who, reckless of fact and justice run without
beltg called to defend spiritunlism, whoever will take the trouble to drive
bim from his ambush, will find bim an animsl, we venture the sssertion,
with about the samo amount of spiritual developement of  léarned bear;
and it will require more than one or two raps at his impreguable fortress
to make him what he nasuines to be. We speak plainly on this matter
from principle, and of this man, whom we know only from what he has
done ; we judge him by his works, The truth is, be spoke withouta
cause, unfeelingly, recklessly and unrighteously against ue, and against
the truth, and blasphemously against a matter he knew not; and like
Uzzah of old, hie Talls by his presumptuous intermedling. Men are respon-
sible in God's world, and when they approach His mighty mechanism
they must be vareful how they touch the springs; they may get hurt.
See this matter perfectly illustrated in principle, in the Seripture. 24
Samuel, vi: 6-23. Plense read snd compars as below. The actof inter-
medling was offensive to God, Uzzah fell for his ervor; v. 6,7, David
was displeased at the hreach, and so will spirituslists be: v. 8. And Da-.
vid was afraid of the Lord and of the ark, and would not remove it into
the city ; So spirituslists would be ashamed and borrified to bave this
modern ark. this mighty instramentality for demonstrating the troth of
spirit-mnanifestations carried into the sancwuery of their congregations: v,
9,10. The ark wes carried to the house of Obededom; it will always
find protection. It continuned there three months; and the Lord blessed
Obededom and his household : v.11. And eo bas the Lord blessed the
man and his housshold, who has sheltered the ark of his angel messen-
gors in this city, with blessings such as few since the days of Abraham
- have known. And it was told David that the Lord had blessed the house
of Obededom because of the ark, 80 he went and brought it up ipto the
city of Dovid with gladuess: v, 12. The testimoney of this modern ark
of the covenant in the fullness of its nbsolute demonstration, will, in spirit,
be earried to the very sanctoary of spiritunl eongregations with gladness,
however despised now, and however scoffers may meck. Yes, David
danced before the Lord with all his might, and all the house of Isrmel
- brought up the ark of the Lord with shouting end with the sound of the
trumpet: v 14, 15. 8o shall spirituaiists yet, all shout with wiumph in
the spirit of this truth. (
‘Michal, Savl's daughter, looked through the window and saw David
leaping and dascing before the Liord, and she despised him in her heart:
v, 16. Sothers are many daughters of Saul who to-day despise those
whe rejoice in the ackoowledgment of the trath i its simplicity and pow-
er. And they brought the ark of the Lord and set it in its place in the
midst of the tubernacle, and offered offerings, and David blessed the name
of the Lord of hosts: v. 17, 18. Soshall this testimony from the living
lips of angels, have ite place in the midst of the tabernucle where spiritu-
plists shall worship, and God shall be devoutly acknowledged for all his
gifis. Apd bread was dedlt among the people, even among the whole
multitnde, as well to the womdo as men, and so they departed every one
to his house: v. 19. Aye, snd spiritualists shall be fed with the bread of
heaven,
Michal, the danghter of Saul, thought David bad done very foolishly in
all this, and that it would not look well in the eyes of the hand-maids of
" his servants. He wouild appear, she thought, as one of the vain fellows: v.
20. There are many slso in our day who sre much more troubled abous
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appearences than they ars about the truth in its practical simplicity and
power. As g correspondence see Isa. 3: 9-26; [sa. 4th chap..—* And
David said unte Michal. it was before the Lord which chose mas before
thy father, to sppoint me ruler over the people, therefore will I play
before the Lord. And I will yet be more vile than thus, and will be
base in mine own sight ; and of the maid-servants which thou hast spok.
on of, of them shall I be had in honovr.”

David koew that simple means, those which had been despised by the
many and the great, had resulted in mighty achievements ; he would
adept them sven though it were to make himself base in the eyes of the
world for the time, knowing that victory and triumphant applause would
erown the result; while barrenness and disgrace must attend the time
serving precticés of those who were the victims of arrogance and pride.

MR. POOL’S LETTER.

Mr.Johs L. Pool, writing in compliance with Mr.Partridge’s request, at
firat proceeds to speak of the suggestion which had been made, thatl
might not have besn in the room when the jailer locked up; all of which
was utterly destitute of force or evidence, while I bad absolute proof that
1 was in said room at the time. He also makes a polite effort, by way of
doing himself the pleasure to compliment the jailer as an houorable man,
and seems fo essume thet if this was so then my testimony and that of the
boys was false. Thie wasan error. What is the testimony of true men
more than others ageinst & matter, when they have pot the first word to
say. The jailer’s imaginings are conceded to be utter conjecturs.

Mr. Pool desends quite below his usaal self, when, without the least
possible cause in fact, he caters to the prejudices of his surroundings, and
indulges inthe thrust that ' there wns s niggerin the fence.” He does
conceds, however that thers were some who even went so far 8s to say
they believed -* Rand and the boys told the truth "

This happensd to be true; sod thera were vastly more too, it sesms,
of thie belief than he expected at the time; and the number is daily in
creasing in ratio altogether unexpected by my opposers. A garden of
flowers and froits is indeed beantiful, but is the mao whe goes into the
forest and lays the axe ut the root of the trees, and fells them, and walks
with bloody feet in roagh places, among stubs snd brush | to prepare the
way—is such an oue to be derided? It maybe a treat to Mr. Pool, us
indeed it is to myself, to &it in the presence of a medivm =ad talk with
some dear departed one, or listen to an inspirutivaal discourse from some
gifted “Emma.” but how many thousands there are among the roasses who
look upon the one as thought-reading and collusion, and the other ss the
brilliant produciion of & talented woman. How many excellent medinms
there are who would never have believed their impressidnal forces wers
from the angels but for physical manifestations?

BEWARE OF MEN.
Atthe time of our relense and the consequent excitement, many friends
forsook us end many stvod by us; but what wers my feelings of pity and
sontempt, whea surrounded by the clamoreus throug which pressed around
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and apon me on every sids, like hiseing serpents, with their malicious
threats and muliiplied abuses, to find one who had feigned to be my friend,
and & frisud to truth, among the foremost to outrage and insult me? |
would indeed spare him, for humanity’s sske I would spsre the name of
Anpdrew M. Richards {ae I have dons aforetime.) did not truth and jus- -
ties require a statement of the faets. 'Who, more than this man, could
have sealed his infamy in cosnection with spiritualism, wnen he put him-
self st the head of that enraged rabble, and teking advantage of the wild
phrenzy of their excited prejudices, heaped his maledictionz upon me
with the rage of a maniac, shakiog his clutched fists in my face, with mad-
dened epithets upon his burning lips—when [ bad truly asserted the man-
ner of my release, he said * You scoundrel, don't yon make that asser-
vion again.” [ looked the infuristed man in the eye, as 1 could well look
upon any others. wish all the conscioueness of truth in my heart,saying, I
ghall aiways make that assertion, for it is true: and why should you thus
pereist in your unmeasured denunciations, when the boys, whom you
commend snd profess to believe, absclutely and to every extent confirm
what you deny?”’

The truth is, this man took this oceasion to wreak his vengeance fora
former private and utterly groundless pigue sgainst me.and by this advan-
tage excited the rage of the mob mors thao could have been done by any
fifty of my acknowledged foes. But. pittisble man! Whothat has endur-
ad your issufferable egotism, and heard your constant utterances in rela-
tion to those whom you have perpetually essayed to stigmatize by mscrib-
ing unto them a disposition te ride into populerity on the reputation of a
medinm, has not sufficiently seen the shadowed workings of your own as-
sumptions and disordered ambition T Or who, 1 ask, that has witnessed
the unressonablensss of your pugnacity at hume, and your most singular
and shamefolly unjust contentiousness there, when one of the most faith-
ful of her sex was the victim of your strange idiosincracy, can marvel thas
in & similar and cavseless phrenzy you would make & kindred assault up-
on a friend abroad. Surely, 8 man of your antecedents, so far as any gleams
of humanity remain, should endeavor to control the ravings of & habitually
depraved and madly perverted understanding, since the sdvantages offaith-
ful selfeaxamination would so essentially contribute to the comelinesaof
your deportment, and the quietude sud peace of your best friends. In
short & man who knows he is a confirmed monomaniac, should bold his
tongue upon thoss pointsin relation to which he knows he can spesk only
in madness. ;

I ssy this not to enlighten his friends, this is unnecessary; but to unde-
ceive those who kuow not his private character, and te defeat his unre-
strained and malicious influence against the truth, in that circle of com-
muvity where his name was ever heard; and as an sdmonition, also, to
those fotr others * * * who stretched up their perfidious heads sod
tried in wtter flendishness. to imitate so unfortunate and pitisble av ex-
ample. When the Dragon and the Beast from the botromless pit were
moving in their ponderous proportions around me, and I stood nlons—yet
not alons in the fierceness of the conflict, where was your hdelity or your
sirength, that you became the abettorsof their fury? Most studiously
have liried to mitigate this statement, but duty requires that I should
make an example of such persistent hypocracy and perfidy.
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Mrs. Frances O. Hyzer of Montpelier, Vt., is somatimes influsnced to
write poetry and prese purportingto emanate from departed spirits. She
had one day been reading some of these productions to a lady visitor, who
asked if Robert Burns, (the Jady's favorite poet.) had ever communicated
1o her. Mrs. Hyzer replied that she had never been conssious of his
presence, por was sbe familiar with his writings, The lady remarked
that she hoped he would sometime make known his presence and snswer
# guestion she had in her mind, which question she did not sxpress. A
few dayse subsequently, Mrs. Hyzer felt impelled by spirit-influence to
pen the following, which, on being shown to the lady, was found to be an
appropriate reply to the guery she had in her mind:

Tell her that, when [ pass'd from earth, ‘The bonnie * bridal serenade,”
My angel-lassie, crown'd wi’ fowers, - Though oa gown'd priest the kirk-rite sald,
Met me wi° glowing, love-lit torch, Burns was wi' Highland Mary wed.
And led me 1o the nuptial bowers;
That all we'd dreamed o' wedded bliss There's no destroying death-frost here,
An' mair was meted to ue there; Tonip the hope-buds ere they bloom ¢
And sweeter was my dearis’s kiss, The “ bridal tour” is through the spheres,
Than on the flowery bankso’ Ayr, Eternity the * honey-moon,” R
Where Jove’s celestial shadows play'd,
And rose-buds burst, and seraphs saug, And now, my lady, if ye'd bear,
And myrtle twin'd, our couch toshade, These words unto the anxious dame,
I clasp’d the love I'd msurn’d sre lang. 1 thiok [ can ye sse reward,
And while by angel-harps were play'd Ye'll no be sorry that I came.

I bere present s letter forwarded without my solicitation for pub-
lieation in the Parrapium, which was refused insertion in that paper, and
which I publish in this work without the formal consent or knowledge of
its author:

& Mimrorp, July 26, 1859,
¢ To the Editor of the Oswego Palladium.—Dear 8ir: )

¢ Hearing by varioud reports that the Davenport Boys, with thelr manager, Mr. Rand, have
been imprisosed in yourcity. end knowing such reports {o be true, I take this opportunity to say
a few words. or make g few in relation to their mediumship, which my own experience
with them, will warrant me in doing. Iwasone of & party who met at the house of Mr E.
in Milford, Me., something more than & yesr and ahalfagoe, for & series of evenings, to
{nvestigate the laws which govern such manilestations as are made through them, whether they
be of spiritual orlgin or human, The proceedings of those meetings were, In part, published In
one of the Bangor papers, signed by fifteen or sixteen of the individuals who were present at these
sittings.

Wgat I wish to consider at this time isthis: Are these boys deceivers or are they not? Iclaim
to have some knowledge of thelr mode of opperations, having had them in my own femily time
after time, and for days together ; haviog had their box taken down and put up i my presence, at
my own hotne, where it has stood several days, open for inspection. Thelr trunks snd articles of
clothing alss for my inspection, and I declare there was nothing of falss appesrance among them
all. Noslides or shutters, or toole of any kind, but had a proper and specific use in giving the de-
monstrations ; and were or might be plainly visible to all beholders.

That these boys have been called jugglers by many, I freely sdmit, but where is the person
who will unserupulously affirm he has detected them practiciog jugglery, and can furpish proof
outside of his own assertion that such is the case? I doubt if there is & man living, who will or
oaa, truthifully, make such assertien, and cstablish it cutdide of his own prejudices and antipa-
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thies. Now, who shall judge them? The world with its bigotries, its faise theologien, ia lylng
fnstltutions, Its corrupt morals and its conservatism? Bhall they who have rarely, If at sll, seen
them, orshall the fow who have taken them to thelr homes, whe have braved the gossip of the
tantalising masses, and sesn them st their own Bresides, around thelr own family boards; hesrd
thelr speech and laughter, litile fearing, little carelng, what Mrs. Grundy or Mr. Polite may think
of them ; whobave sirictly watched thelr mevements and language, and becorne satlsfied that they
speak tmthmlly and acttruthfully, however the Blysmay foam to the contrary.

Here, then, ss ones who has a right to g sggak of things she knows, will I make my solemmn declars~
tlon, (n or near the first of January, L I was called to attend s clrcle of these boys held in
Bradley, Me. A4 company, composed of both ladies nd e‘gxﬂemen, wers present, the ladies tak-
ing the front seata, leaving the gentlemen in the rear. houx for the exercises to commence
arrived, we all joined hands and swalited further instruct s Mr. Woodard, then
{ravelling with the boys, invited us to sing, we did so. The next request was tluxt & commities be
chosen to tie the boys. This done, lights were extinguished, and sounds upon the instroments in
the box where the boys were seated and tied, were soon heard, ‘I‘«mes were played, through which
gould be distinguished five different kinds of Instr £ Gultar, T ine, Drum, Vielin and
Beli. The bell was repentedly rong out side of the box, and &onchad some of the party on the
shoulders or heads, then dropped cutslde of the box. A hand wastwo or three times visibly pro-
truded through sn apperture in the upper part of the box, while the boys were heard speaking up-
on their sents, and whose volces were also heard st Intervals, during all the manifestations. The
gounds inside of the box inued to the last i before examination was made by the commit.
tos of the condiiion of the boys. Thelr report was, ** 81 the ropeis as we left it, every knot the same
as far 56 we van wee.” I will not say here how the boys were tied at this time, only that they ware,
evidently made securely fusi, it taking the commiitee some ten or fifteen minutes at the least, to
tie them, and workiog expediﬁom!y at that, But I will not linger over this first evening’s en tare
tnlnment with the boys. I will only say mrther, they were Hberated by an agency, foreign to any
the cempany might exert, while enclosed and bolted in the box, The company having sll joived
bands, it would be im;xmslble for any vne to approach and enter the box, without having it known
to others sested pexthm.

The next evening I attended ancther circle in Millord, where in after time 1 attended ma e:?
tewn a few milés above Bradley on the Penobscot river ; and there 1 was {nvited by the presiding
splirit, or what so purporied to be, to sit with the boye su the box. I sccepted his tovitation only

wishing to ba ensured of gentle usage while {n the box. I was fastened to the seat between the boys
by & rope passing roand my wrists, tying them together, and through an apperiure in the seal,
that I might not be at liberty o assist the spirits In thelr magnificent scheme of legerdgmsin, I
gaw the boys when I took my sest by them. 1know they were fastenad as sscurely as ropes and
the stremgih of man ceuld fasten them; as only lions need be fastened, for mun io feel secure in
their terrible presence, Darkness, and as quick as that word can be spoken came 8 hand, lavgs
strong, upon my head. Hkeptics and thou unbelieving Spiritualist in this pbase of demomtrst:on,
where did that hand come from¥ It certainly was a larger band $han sither of the boys hands ;
and it came upon my hesd quicker then any of you would believe Ira or Willam cm:td get their
hands at Hberty however sgile or slastic you may suppose them io be. There was no one fibm
the soadi eould & ime fo that £ of time, for all had taken thelr respective seats
snd joined bands, (as wag the custom, to make the battery of thelr magnetic influences stronger,
and to prevent any oase from going to the box without anothers knowledge,) previous to the ex-
tinguishment of the lights. I was in that cage slone, to all human sight, with the boys. This vne
single instance of spiritual ph ealls for expl Where are the Docters, the Pro-
fessors of Divinlty or acimce, whose learning is sufficlent o solve thisone problem? 'Who can tell
me, whose bui a spirit-hand was then on my head? Wil you tell e, great and wise ones, that I
was dreaming, bailucinated, decelved? Nay, I was pot dreaming, vor did I imagine this 1o be so,

ns the sequel will prove.

'I'he next demonstration given me at thistime was the moving of & heavy brass bell about my
neck and face. A pondercus blow belng dealt the box by it. the nazt inst than
belng drawn 28 gently 82 & leafmoved by the breeze of summer, across my face. Thiswas wvenl
times repeated. A guitar was placed In my lap, then withdrawn, then gently pushed back., &
drum sud other things wers plled upon me, and agaln the hand move«i over my head, resbed s mo-
ment on the back o‘l [ my neck, when Idistinetly felt the form of & wrist. It then returned to my
head, d some disarrang of my toil , of which, at the time, I did not kpow the pré-
eise nature until s moment or two after the lights were preduced, I found in pany with allpre- *
sent, (for all rushed to the box to see the wonders done) that my comb, which is a heavy ehell
one, w}uch fastened my hair on the back of my head, had been removed frmn its place, and grace.
fully placed in Ira's, (the older medicm,) front hair, whose shortness rendered it necessary thet
some twisting snd poliing even of the bafr nust be done in order to securs it there, snd
which had caused frequent snd loud exclaraations frem him while this was belng done. After &
strict examination of our respective conditions by the comumittee, who sald * nothing about the
ropes woe changed no slight d|ﬁ‘e\'ence in any knots about the boys,” the company ail retired to
their nents and again we were in dafkness. I had e similar experience during this last interview
‘with the spirits, which lasted but a few minutes, when we were told that I might leave the box.

My comb belng put beck Into my own hair, and instruments thrumed, and various sounds pro-
duoed upon the boxaround us.  But with what philosaphy shsli Jwe meet such things ae these P
It will not satisefy the mind lo mersly cry, ** delusi 2, the whole maiter
is too open, too plain for deception. No juggler put has his zmplements to work with; his appara—
tus, bis accomplices and the Jike. When I first hesrd of epirit rappings through the Misses Fox,
Isupposed there might be degeption practiced, and that nearly all of it was n trick to starie the
world and be the means of money making. But from the firsl, I was dispesed to lock into the
matter, and ever have done so, when time and opportunity have favored. I have looked at the
scriptures, and in that anclent record. find sufficlent, if true, to establish the fact thad spirite or
augels wers the chosen instrumantalities of G thmugh whom He Is ever working for man, That
they were emmployed by Him b d cyears,accordingtothm records, to make manifest to
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the inhabitants of earth, His power and presence, and {p unfolding the great Jawa of the Universe
which govern sllke mind and matter, Those great principles which the woild has ever been so
unwilling 4o sccept. Ages ago Moses steod on Sismi, avd heard em angel talk, vecelved from him
lesgons, which have come down the imtervenipg lapme of time to ux, ag demonsérativos.of God's
power. To-day, Moses no longer echoes the volce of spirits fo us, &3 & man, butothers, lge
Moses, are teRing us what the nngels iny. Shall we believe one and repudiate the tdstimony of the
sther, when that other o0, e one wa kuow anl have trusted with the affalrs of our Biate god
Oouncil? Shall we bear Moses and the prophels, and refuss ip lsten o the volce of Deity as it
comes to us in these last days, borne on angels Hips to our own hearthstones. .
‘These thrilling events of our’ Hme sre ch'ling unto us, from out the depths of God's great heart,
telling us to explore the Aelds laid before ue, senroh out the hidden treasures from beneath the

mounds which ignorance and superstition bave plled over them, hiding them messurably from the
gixe of mey,

It you think the sbove worthy & place in your paper, you will confer a grest favot upon one
who s anxious tha truth should be known, whether it killeth or maketh an evemy. Ifyou do
not incline to pubdeh this, will you please {o return it fo we, to Millord, Mass: Jam the wife of
L. P. Band, and may wish to write further on these matiers, If you will allow me scme space in
your paper. Tours for the truth, C.H. RARD.

st

‘Within the lnst few weeks a new order of manifestations has been in-
“troduced ; spirits have spoken with nudible voices in the light without a

trumpet, as we have rode or walked by the way; and exhibited hands,
placing them upon our persous and handling us freely. Spirits have also
eaten food in our presence, cake, fish, boiled corn. pine-apple and other
fruits. We have usually placed the food upou the table, durkened the
room, provided against any deception, then taking our seats sround the
table, near it or at o distavce from it. as the case might be, when the
spirits have freely eaten, and talked to us the while. Six or eight enrs
of corn have often been eaten in this way, at one time, snd in soms in.
stances much more, together with fruits and other food. Of this we bave
bad proof, as the spirit has often brought the corn to us and requested us
to partake with them.

- On ene occasion & party of gentlemen came to witness this, and brought
thread to tie the mediums, They were first secured firmly by ropes, then
she thread wns added; sfier which the boys mouths were muzzled.
Bandages were also put upon the mouths of all persons In the room,e—
The Pine-apple was then slicad and placed upon a stool entirely removed
from the medinms, when it was enten by unseen visitors who were heard
i their merry repast, nud the rinds of the epple found dropped at their
pleasure st the close, There are 4 plenty of witnesses to those facts
whose names ean be given to thoss who may apply te Hufos Brigge of
ghis city, We have mapy statements to maks in relation to this and other
new features of physical manifestations, when we shsll have more space,
“For the satiefaction of apy who may wish for evidence on this matter, we
give the mames ofs poritlon of the perdons present when the me-
dioms ‘were tied whth ropes wnd further secured with thread and muzzled,
and yot food was eaten in their presence, ’ T :

PHILANDER RATHBUN,
JOHN KNAPP,

SAMUEL REYNOLDS.
DAVID FAIRCHILD.
RUFUS BRIGGS,

Persons resident in this eity, who came casually in, snd when the apirits
consentad to give them a test, these men themsslves procured their fruls
gnd their thread, The fruit was placed entirely awey from the mediums
upon astoel, ’

The ordipary manifestations of * table-tipplog " &e., are so commonia
the presencs of these powerful physical medinms, we do not mention them.
Take one instance : at tes, to- night, aiter we wore seated arvuad the ta-
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ble, intha clear daylight—the table well londed with disnes and food, tes
il poared, wes raised some B or 10 inches without contact of visible hands,
when it gantly oscillated and came down without herming nny 1hing.

As tothe angels eating with us, it has became an every day cccurrence.
It is the spme thing in kind with the angels eating with Abraham and Lo,
and it was in the same manner doubtises that the Ssviour partock of the
fish and the honey-comb with his disciples.

An Indinn spirit has often brought from the table to me ap ear of corn, in-
witing me to eat of the sama with him, which | have ofien done. He has tak-
en my hand,placed my fingers botween his teeth, and given me sensible evi.
duace of their reality. He has placed my hend upon his bead, so thac I
eonld feel its form and his long sir: ight hiair most sensibly, Apd others
have had this same experience ; and the world will yet know that these are
facta. But mors on this matier in my nextwork,

I bave many pages of expluvatory matter which I thought to get into
this prmphlet, perliaps mors scesptuble to the render than much I have
written, but can not; I felt thatI must make my defence beforel loft the city.

CONCLUSION.

In concluding this work, I have to say, that I left my home in Orono, Be, sowe six months
since, expecting to have relurpedin May lest; but circumstances have ordered otberwise.
Ibave labored now nearly two years with the spirits, with the design of establishing fmportant
facts in relstion to the improvement and destiny of man

This work has been written under civcumstances of great inconvenience, not only because of

ik and feehl d by thed fiures of & prison,but also for want of proper ref-
erences and guiet in the ezecution of such 8 task, 1 have left general Interests and even my fam-
ity without suitnble attention, for the purpose of discharging my proper duty, anxiously expsci.
ing, day after day, to return to my home. I am now as appeard obout Lo do mysell that plensure,

I have suffered more reprogeh and abuse for the Jast twenty-twe months than in all my previ-
ons life, Before leaving my native State, when holding 8 eplritusl circle in the town of Orland,
with the boys, I was asgniled by & mob and twice felled to the floor by heavy blows, by ruffians
whom 1 had never seen before, snd ts whom I gave not the least provoreation. Bloody snd brufs-
ed T guve the rioters over to the Governmeot, by which they were acquitted in the midst of a vol-
ey of insults which were ther heaped upon e But those offenders, s pait of whom only were
then arrested, are yet st 10y mercy. We baid been assailed and molested repeatedly before cume-
ing to this Btate, and this pamphlet glves an account ofonly a part of pur sbuses here,

The pepers gcenerally, though there sre, Lomorable exceptione, have pursued us with
& tone of falsehood suited to the taste of the pgrties, to which they are slaves, - This has been quite
general from the spittiedicking editor of the B Felfor , whop hed an absolute and
evidently intentional falsghood about us before we left Malne, up to the Times of this city, of
which we have spoken. .

The Banner of Iight, a prefessed spiritunl paper, has been sflent in reference to the whole mat-
ter of our Imprisonment, save one briel aliusion, which was In splrit very much as the Boston
Journal, or any other antagonistic paper would bave expressed it. The sswe silence was also
preserved by thai paper in relation to our success In Boston as we dame to this Btate. We sentan
mrticle for publication, slse, to thet puper, explanatory of imporient conditions in velations to
apirit menjfestations, which, with characteristic qowardioe, waa also vefused. . The ofher spiritusl
papersfhave done us justice, especially the Telegraph, which is not afrald to speak,
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DAVENPORTS ROOM.

It baving been alleged by many visitor's at that Spirit Room, that spirits utier languege there,
with their own voices, or with their own powers otherwise applied, independently of b
physical organs, we determined to ascertain the truth or untruth of the allegation, for gnrself,
that we might spesk Encevingly on the subject. For that purpose, we went there, on Tuesday
ent, wt 10 o'clock,’s. M. We took with us no one but the elder of the two =ons of My Davenport,

The room has been 5o remoddled that there is now bul one entrance. We entered ; examined
every inch of the room | even overturning every tbing that could concesl the smallest child, We
then ghut the door, locked It, and pocketed the key. The room was then made dark, by closing
the window shutlers; and we took #eats at & emall table, on which lay & trumpet, a hand bell,
snd s eme other things. The medium then asked usto take his handsin ours, 5o that we might
be certain that he did nothing himeell which we might near or feel. Thia we did ; and in & mio.
nle therealter, we heard the trumpet move off of the table. It lay on the right hand of us—the
mediom being ou the lelt, so that he could not have reached it if he had been provided with a
third hand  We then was saluted with a gentle tap on our arm, another on our leg, and others
on various paris of our pereon, with the trumpet 4 large, warm hand was laid ou ons of ours,
and various other things were done, such a8 shaking the tabie by which we were sitting ; rocking
tha large table, which was a short distance from us, and thumping on it, produci i
a8 foud 22 could be wade with 4 hand hammer,

After these perfor , what appearedtobe s h voiee spoke throngh the trumpet, ap-
parently st about five or 2ix feet distance from the table, saluting us with, Hello!. I ssked: Is
that you, Jonny? He answered : yes, it is nebody elaewor something to that import, He then
spoke a fow words more, we have lofgotien precisely what: bot they were as distinctly articala-
ted as ifthey had been spoken by any persou in the fMesh. Al this time & company srrived at
the door, unknown te us, but known to the splrit; for be called for the door to be Opened ; and
our searice wat ended.

Some will ask: Wasnot this ventrillogubm ¥ We snewer emphatically, no: for the breathing
of the medium, who was stiling ss close to us as our chairs could stand together, was distioctly
sudible; and, beaides, if he had such ventrilloguinl powers, he could turn them to much better ac-
dconnt, a2 regards both pecuniary interegt and fame, thanto prostitute them to such unprofiteble
eteption, .

L3

Tae Oswreo Times scam.—As our work is being printed, that pa-
per snnounces s progress and saya: *'The Times, no doubt, will be the
main objeet to which will be aimed” Mr. Rand’s charges. Well he might
think so--he knows he deserves them. He is uoeasy about his lies—he
must know and feel we should aggregate apd present his fearful sum of
_palpable falsehoods. He cannot deny them—he knows he is powserless

. 8§ 8 toothless viper—that nobody can believe Zim; snd so he turnsto
hang upon the jailer, and stoutly avers, in effect, thet he, though he has
not one fact to state, will be believed if he should live to be as old a8 Me-
thuselgh! Wasn'tit strange? A person came from the Times office
and carried off s portion of a proof-sheetwithout leif. Why wasn'yit bro’s
baek? There should be honor among thieves, Surely, the Times is at its
+ wits ends.” But his notice was a good advertisenent for our book, and
we shall take pleasure in sending him a vopy.

I have now filled my prescribed limits, and completed the pamphlet
which contsins my defence. I esteam it » privildge to make our acknowl-
edgoments to the numerous friends who have proffered ua their kind sym-
pathy and support through all cur conflict.

Dearly have we Jearned to * bewars of men,” and to * salute no man by
the wsy.” Iwould, indeed, gladly spesk to the artless, joyous child,
or even to a respectable dog I might pase; but to venture so much asa’
nod te one emong the prdudiced, religious masses, would be to incurdn
expression of conuumpt boneath the humenity of a savage.
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But, nevertheless, we know that thus Inr on our way we have wronght
“successfully for the troth, that we have been the instruments of estab-
lishing tacts of incalculeble importance to the well being of man, which
ean never be resisted, ;

The orisls, the darkest hour in cur stormy voyage, I believe is past,
and s ealmer scens liss before ue. I am ¢ this hour as ene awimming to
the shore from the tempest-driven but subsiding surges, the dashing of
whose spray je yet at the breakers before me, and I am to passthem;
but I shall reach the firm land of God’s strong sarth, and there shake the
clinging viper from my band and feel no harm. I shall have been guite
effectually divested of ull anve life and the principles which 1 hold dear,
and which 1 hope to carry with me salike in storm or calm,

I shall now issme my book, «if the Lord will,” and wherein 1 have
scourged the hypoerite, struggled against spiritual wickedness in high'pla-
ces, defonded myself against & time-serving and iniquitous persecution,
rebuked the false hearted magistrate, or sddressed words of pungency
and truth to the functionaries of petty courts, who. catering to religions
animoeity, have abused their offfce and fined and imprisoned thoss whe
have done no wrong—Tfor this, doubtless, I am to be held before the public
‘a8 & vilifier and & scourge ; nay. 1t will deubtless be pompously asserted
‘by those who bave slandersd,.robbed and smiiten us without 2 crass, that
I have even reviled God’s high-priest; all this I expect, but thank God,
I sm armed ageinst it all with the strong defenses of his truth, ‘

I know society is moulded upon & certain plane of feeling and opinion.and
it does pot like to be disturbed. But the innovation must bs made., The
time has coma——many thousands feel that their craft is in dunger; and it
is even so; we mny not marvelat the cut-cry. The axe is laid at/the root
of the trees. The doctrine of the Spiritual philesopby aims at the very
foundations of the forms and ceremonies of the religiously corrupt jumitu-
tions of our time, and they must be swept befors the baptismal power of
gll-provailing trath. .

I send you my book. asking you to consider it written under circum-
stancee of great inconvenience, and directed agninst the wicked abuses of
those who have lashed us to the naked nerves for nlleged offenses which
were no offences, We have wronged oo men. We have promulgated
and asserted the truth.

Erratum -Page 48, 34 lze from bottom, Yor Times resd Pelladium,
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