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JUDGE EDMONDS ON SPIRITUALISM.

To the Public :

On my recent return from an excursion into the country;, |
found that during my asence a decision lately pronounced by
e, had been seized ypon as an occasionfor an attack, in several
quarters, on my religious belief. 1 wes fully aware that that
judgment, running counter as it would to popular sertinent,
would subject my action to severe criticism, but | confess 1 did
not anticipate that thence would flow an assault on ny religious
opiniors.  "Were | a private ditizen, | should content myself
with merely claiming the right which belongs to every oe in
this country, of entertaining such faith on this— the nost import-
ant of all topics—as my conscience might dictate.  And aa it
is, | might perhaps rest satisfied with challenging those who as-
sail me to point out a single article in my creed that ainrs at
aught else than exalted private worth and public virtue.  But
as the position which | occupy renders the soundness as well as
the integrity of myjudgment a matter of public interest, | am
bound to acknomedge the right of athers to question ny faith,
and my own obligation to defend it.

| acknowledge a still further dbligation. And inesmuch as
| accepted my present position under the implied understanding,
at least, that | believed in the Christian religion, and would ad-
minister our civil law according to the principles of the Divine
law aa it had been revealed to ws, on which all our institutions
were besed, 01 ambound to certify to thosewho have intrusted
me with the Divine attribute of administering justice anong
en, that my reverence for that revelation has not been shaken,
nor my obedience to that moral lawv inpaired.
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I have nat, however, waited for these assaLits, to be inpressed
with these obligations, but have already so far felt them that |
have prepared to publish a volune on the subject, which, but for
my other avocations, would ere this have been in the printer’s
hands. To that | must refer for much in elucidation and proof
of my bdlief, which the limits of this article will not now allow
no to dwell upon, and content myself on this occasion with such
general statements a3 may tend to give a correct idea of what
itisthat| believe or have done.  Even thiswould not have been
necessary, if those who assailed e had but done e the justice
thermeelves to have published anything | have said or written on
the subject.  But hitherto | have been able to reach the public
only through publications of very limited circulation; and the
wildest and most erroneous notions have therefore been imbibed
as to my belief, and the mischief has been increased by the reck-
lessness with which ermoneous staterments have been fabricated
by those who could not know them to be true, but who could
easily have ascertained them to be false.

Thus are writer,* with a want of feeling not perhaps surpris-
ing, speaks of my consulting My dead wife in making up my de-
cisions. Another says, that it is * rumored” that | have oon
sulted Spirit Manifestations in regard to my dedsions.  Another,
that my belief is *“ at irreconcilable variance with all divine re-
velation, and is lit for no other system than devilworship  and
still another, that “ it constitutes an abandonment of all setf-con-
trol, and a surrender of the suprermecy of reason, as informed
and enlightened by the serses, to tho nost nonsersical jugglery.”

All these staterments are as wide as they can be of truth, and
I might with sore justice complain at being subjected to such
grievous inmputations, merely because | had mede a dedision
which waes unacceptable to a portion of the comunity.  But it
is not for the purpose of complaining that | sit doan to write.
| amaware that it is not so much me asit is the faith which I
profess, which is the object of attack. It is “ the mighty thene,
and not the inconsiderable advocate,” which offencs. | amalso
aware why it is that so much error exists in the public mind an

*Daily Chronicle, of New London.
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that subject, and my whale purpose is, so far as | am conoemed,
to correct that erro—to state truly, asfar as| can in this con
nection, what it is that | do believe, and generally the grounds
onmhichmy belief is founded—that all who take interest enough
in the matter to read what | ey say, may have the mears of
judging for themselves as towhat | really do believe, rather than
what others efrroneously inpute to ne as a belief.

I am sincerely grateful to my assailants for not imputing to-
me any unworthy or selfish motives, for conceding that @S a
private citizen | “stand exempt from public criticism,” and that
I am “ not a fool,” and for confining themselves to tbe mere im-
putation that 1 am laboring under a delusion. It is, therefore,
to that point | shall confine myselfin what | have now to say.

It wes in January, 1851, that my attention wes first called,
to the subject of “ Spiritual Intercourse.” | wes at the time-
withdrann from general society; | wes laboring under great
depression of spirits. | wes occupying all my leisure in
reading on the subject of death, and man's existence after-
ward. | hadin the course ofmy life read and heard from the
pulpit someny contradictory and conflicting doctrines on the
subject, that | hardly knewwhat to believe. | could nat, if |
would, believe what | did not understand, aud wes anxiously
seeking to know, if after death we should again meet with:
those whomwe had loved here, and under what circurmstances.
| wasinvited by a friend towitness the * Rochester Knock-
ings.” | conplied, more to oblige her and to while aney a
tedious hour. | thought a good deal onwhat | witnessed, and
| determined to investigate the matter and find out what it wes.
If it wes a deception, or a delusion, | thought | could detect it.
For about four nmonths, 1 devoted at least two eveningsin aweek,
and soretimes nore, to witnessing the phenomenon in all its
phesss. | kept careful records of all | witnessed, and fromtime
to time compared themwith each other, to detect inconsistencies
and contradiictions. | read all I could lay my hands an, on the
subject, and especially all the professed “ exposures of the hum
bug” | wentfrom place to place, seeing different meduns,
meeting with different parties of persars, often with persoma
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whom | had never seenbefore, and sonetimeswhere | was myself
entirely unknown—sonetimes in the dark and sometines in the
light— often withinveterate unbelievers, and more frequently with
zealous believers.  In fire, | availed myself of every opportunity
that wes afforded, thoroughly to sift the matter to the bottom
| wes all this time an unbeliever, and tried the patience of be-
lievers sorely by myskeptidsm, my captiousness, and my oodurate
refusal to yield my belief. 1 saw around no some who yielded
a ready faith on aneor twosittings only; others again, under tho
sane dircunstances, avowing a determined unbelief; and sare
who refused to witness it at til, and yet were confirmed unbe-
lievers. |1 could not imitate either of these parties, andrefused
toyield unless upon most irrefragable testinony. At length
the evidence care, and in such force that no sane man could
withhold his faith.

Thus far the question | wes investigating wes, whether
what | sawwes produced by nere mortal mears, or by sare
invisible, unknoan agency; in other words, whether it wes a
deogption, an inposition, or what it professed to be, the product
of some uknown, useen case. To detail what | witnessed
would far exceed the limits of this comunication, for myrecords
of it for those four nmonths aloreg, fill at least ane hundred and
thirty closely-witten pages. | will, however, mention a few
things, which will give a general idea of that which character-
ized interviews, now numbering several hundred.  Most of them
have occurred in the presence of others besides myself. | have
preserved their namesin my records, but do not give them to
the world, because | do not desire to subject themto the abloguy
which seas, nost strangely, to be visited upon all who look into
the matter with any other feeling than a resolute and obstinate
incredulity, whatever the evidence. But these considerations
grow out of this fact: 1st, That| have thus very many witnesses
whom| can invoke to establish the truth of my staterents ;
and, 2d, That if | have been deluded, and have not seen and
heard what | think | have, my delusionhas been shared by many
as shrewd, as intelligent, as honest, and as enlightened people
as are tobe found anywhere among Ls.
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My attention wes first drann to the intercourse by the rap-
pings, then the nost common, but now the most incornsiderable,
nmode of communing. Of course | wes on the look out for
deception, and at first relied upon my sernses and the condusions
which my reason might draw from their evidence.  But | wes
at a loss to tell how the mediurs could cause what | witnessed
under these circumstances : the mediurs walking the length of
a suite of parlors, forty or fifty feet, and the rappings being dis-
tinctly heard five or six feet behind them the whole dis;mice,
backward and forward several tires ; being heard near the top
of a mehogany door, above where the medium could reach, and
as if struck hard with a fist; being heard on the bottom of a
car when traveling, on a railroad, and on the floor and the
table, when seated at lunch, at an eatinghouse by the side of
the road ; being heard at different parts of the room, sometines
several feet distant from the medium and where she could not
reach—soetines on the table and immediately after on the
floor, and then at different parts of the table, in rapid succes-
sion, enabling us to feel the vibration aswell as hear the sounds;
soretines when the hands and feet of the medium were both
firmly and carefully held by sore are of the party, and sone-
times on a table when no ore touched it.

After depending upon my sansss, as to these various pheses of
the phenamenon, | invoked the aid of scence, and with the as-
sistance of an acconplished electrician and his mechinery, and of
eight or ten intelligent, educated, shrend persans, exarrined the
metter. We pursued our inquiries many days, and established
o our satisfaction two things : first, that the sounds were not
prodx:edbyme agency of any person present or near us; and,

malﬂeymerenotforthoomngatwvmllardpleasre

Inﬂemaenme another feature attracted my attention, and
that wes “physical manifestations,” cs they are temed.  Thus,
| have known a pine table with four legs, lifted bodily up from
the floar, in the center of a circle of six or eight persors, tumed
upside down and laid upon its top at our feet, then lifted up
over our heads, and put leaning against the back of the sofa on
whichwe sat. | have knownthat sae table to be tilted up on
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two legs, its top at an angle with the floor of forty-live degress,
when it neither fell over of itself, nor could any person present
put it back on its four legs. | have seen a rmahogany tade,
having only a center leg, and with a lamp buming upon it
lifted fromthe floor at least a foot, in spite of the efforts of those
present, and shaken backward and forward as ore would shake
a goblet in his hand, and the lampretain its place, though its
glass pendents rang again. | have seen the sare table tipped
up with the lamp uypon it, so far that the larmp must have fallen
off unless retained there by something else than its oan gravity,
yetit fell not, roved not. 1 have known a dinner-bell taken
from a high shelf in a doset, rung over the heads of four or five
persons in that doset, then rung around the roomover thoheads
of twelve or fifteen persons in the back parlor, and then bome
through the folding dooars to tho farther end of the front parior,
and there dropped onthe floor. | have frequently known per-
sors pulled about with a force which it wes inpossible for them
to resist, and ance, when all my own strength wes added in
vain to that of the ore thus affected. | have known a mehog-
any chair throann onits side and moved swiftly back and forth
an the floor, no ore touching it, through a roomwhere there
Wero at least a dazen people sitting, yet no ane wes toudhed,
and it wes repeatedly stopped within a fewinches of e, when
it was coming with a violence which, if not arrested, must have
broken my legs.

This is not a tithe—nay ! not a hundredth part of what |
have witnessed of the sarme character, but it is enough to show
the general nature of what wes before e,

At thesae tine, | have heard from others, whose testimony
would be credited in any human transaction, and which | could
not permit myself to disregard, accounts of still more extraordi-
nary transactions, for | have been by no mears as much favored
in this respect as soe.

While these things were going an, there appeared in the news-
papers various explanations and ““ exposures of the humbug,” as
they were temred. | read them with care, in the expectation
of being assisted in my researches, and | could not but simile at
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once at the reshness and the futility of the explanations.  For
instance, while certain leamed professors in Buffalo were con
gratulating thenselves on having detected it in the toe and knee
joints, the manifestations in this city, changed to ringing a bell
placed under the table.  Theywere like the solution lately given
by a leamed professor in England, who attributes the tipping of
tables to a force in the handswhich are laid upon it, overlooking
the material fact that tables quite as frequently movewhen there
is no hand upon them

What | have thus mentioned haes happened in the presence
of others aswell as myself. | have not alluded to any of the
things that have occurred to me when | have been dorg, for as
that would depend upon my testimony only, | have preferred
not to subject my veracity to the rash and reckless contradiic-
tions of those who verture to denounce as an ““ atrocious i
posture” that of which they are profoundly ignorant, and which
has been examined and is believed in by thousands and tens of
thousands of their fellowscitizens, who are, to say the least, every
whit as honest and as intelligent as they are.  Noram | very
anxious to submit my faith to the judgment of those who would
have persecuted Galileo nigh unto death for discovering our
planetary system, and have united in the cry of “ folly” at Ful-
ton's stearmboet, ““ humbug” at Morse's telegraph, and ““ insanity”
at Gray'’s iron road.

Having thus, by along series of patient inquiries, satisfied
myself on this paint, my next inquiry wes, Whence comes the
intelligence thereis behind it all?  For that intelligence wes a
remarkable feature of the phenonmenon.

Thus | have frequently known mental guestions amswered
that is, questions merely framed in the mind of the interrogator,
and not revealed by him or knoan to others.  Preparatory to
meeting a circle, | have sat down alone in my room and care-
fully prepared a series of questions to be propounded, and | hevo
been surprised to find my questions amswered, and in the precise
order in which | wrote them, without my even taking my meno-
randum out of my pod<et, and when | knew that not a person
present even knew that | had prepared questiors, much less
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what they were, My nrost secret thoughtts, those which | have
never uttered to mortal men or wormen, have been freely spoken
o, asif | had uttered them Purposes which | have privily
entertained have been publicly revealed ; and | have once ad
again been admonished that my every thought wes known 1o,
and could be disclosed by, the intelligence which wes thus men-
ifesting itself.

| have heard the mediurs use Greek, Latin, Spanish, ad
French words, when | knew they had no knowledge of any lan
guage but their oan ; and it is a fact that can e attested by
mary, that often there has been speaking and writing in foreign
languages and unknown tongues by thosewhowere unacouainted
with efther.

Still the question ocourred, May not all this have been, by
Soe mysterious gperation, the mere reflex of the mind of some
ae present?  The answer wes, that facts were communicated
which were unknown then, but afterward found to be true ; like
this, for instance: When | wes absent last whiter in Central
America, my friends in toann heard of my whereabouts and of
the state of my health, seventimes ; and on my retum, by com
paring their information with the entries in my joumal, it wes
found to be invariably comrect.  So in my recent visit to tho
West, my whereabouts and my condition were told to a medium
in this city while | wes traveling on the railroad between Cleve-
land and Toledo.  So thoughts have been uttered on subjects
not then in my mind, and utterly at variance with my own no-
tions.  This hes often happened torre and to others, so asfully to
establish the fact that it wes not our minds that gave forth or
affected the communication.

Kindred to this are two wel authenticated cases of persoma
who can read the thoughts of athers in their minds. Oreis an
artist of this city of high reputation, and the other the editor of
a newspaper in a neighboring city.  The latter wrote e, that
in company with three friends he had tried the experiment, acd
for oTer forty suocessive attermpts found he could read the secret
thoughts of his companions as soon as they were fonmed, and
without their being uttered.  So, too, there is the instance of
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two persors, ane of them also residernt in this city, who can give
afaithful delineation of the character, and even the prevailing
nmood of mind, of any person, however unknown to them, upon
whom they fix their attention.

These are not apocryphal casss.  The parties are at hand, and
in our very midst, and any person that pleases may meke the in-
vestigation, as | have, and satisfy hirmself.

But all this, and much, very much more of a cognate nature,
went to show e that there wes a high order of intelligence in-
volved in this new phenomenon—an intelligence outsice of, and
beyond, mere mortal agency ; for there wes no other hypothesis
which | could devise or hear of that could at all explain that,
whose redlity is established by the testimony of ters of thou-
sands, and can easily be ascertained by any ane who will take
the trouble to inquire.

If these two points were established—and there are nowin
these United States hundreds of thousands of sentient beings
who have investigated and believe they are—then carre this im-
portant question, Cui kool Towhat edisitall ? For what
pupose?  With what oject ?

To that inquiry | have directed my eamest attention, devoting
to the task for over two years all the leisure | could command,
and increasing that leisure as far as | could by withdrawing my-
self fromall my former recreations. | have gone from circle to
circlc, from medium to medium, seeking knowledge on the sub-
ject wherever | could attain it, either from books or from ooser-
vation, and bringing to bear npon it whatever of intelligence |
have been gifted with by naturre, sharpened and improved by over
g;thyyears’ practice at the bar, in the legislature, and on the

| found there were very many ways in which this unseen intel-
ligence conmuned with s, besides the rappings and table tip-
pings, and that through those other modes there carevery mary
communications distinguished for their elocuence, their high order
of intellect, and their pure and lofty moral tone ; at the same
time | discovered many inconsistencies and contradiictions that
were calcnlated to mislead. | saw meny puerile and sarre very
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absurd staterments, and many tliat were admirably calculated to
meke man better and happier; and | set towork to seeif | could
not, out of this dacs, gather something that might be valu-
able.

| wes satisfied that something nmore wes intended than the
gratification of an idle curiosity ; something nore than pander-
iug to a diseased appetite for the mervelous ; something more
than the promulgation of oracular platitudes ; something more
than upsetting material ogjects to the admiration of the wonder
lover j something nore than telling the age of the living or th,
dead, etc.

For that something | have industriously searched | thought
that wes wiser than to conderm without investigation, and de-
nounce without knowledge.  What | have discovered in that
regard | have intended to give to the world, that all mayjudge
for themeeives whether there is anything in it worthy the atten
tion of intelligent beings. 1t would have been dore ere this if
y leisure would have alloned e tine to prepare my menu-
script for the press.  Now | expect that my book will be pub-
lished by the first of Septentoer, and to thet | refer, as| have
already said, for particulars.

In the mean ting, it is due to myself and to others to say,
that our faith, as growing out of these researches, is not “at
irreconcilable variance with revelation.” How little do they,
who meke 6uch charges, know of this metter 1 Misled by the
crudities which alone are seenin the newspapers of the day, be-
case the graver matters can not find admission there, the idea
is, | am anare, entertained by soe, that this new philosophy
>jsat variance with the revelation through Christ, the Redeener.
This is indeed a sad mistake, and are that believers would be
too happy to correct, if only the opportunity could be afforded
them

So, oo, is it a grievous e€'Yor to suppose that it ** constitutes
an aoandonent of all self-contral, and a surender of the s+
premecy of reason, as informed and enlightened by tho sersss.”
There wes never yet, | venture to say, a religious creed promul-
gated among ren, which so entirely eschened blind faith, ad
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bo fully and always demanded the exercise of judgment and the
supremacy of the reason.

Hence it is that we are taught that none of these extraordi-
nary things which are witnessed by so mary, are miraculous, or
flow fromany suspension of nature’s lans, but are, on the other
hand, in conformity with, and in execution df, those laws ; that
hke the steamengine and tho megnetic telegraph, they are mar-
velous only to those who do not understand them or are not
familiar with them ; that those laws, and the mears by which
they produce such results, are as capable of being found out by
huren research ; that the knowledge is not confined to a few,
but is gpeu to all, rich or poor, high or low, wise or ignorart,,
who will wisely and patiently search for it, and that when it is
attained, it can not but work in the heart “ a closer walk with
God,” and an intercourse with our fellon-nen of a nore elevated
character, void of seifishness, and devoted to their absolute ad-
vancement in all knowledge and goodness, both in this world
and in the world to coe.

This is a part of the something which | have found in my re-
searches.  But there is noreyet.  There is that which comorts,
the moumer and binds up the brokenthearted ; that which
soathes the pessage to the grave, and rolos death of its terrors;
that which enlightens the Atheist, and can not but reform the
vicious; that which cheers and encourages the virtuous amid
all the trials and vidssitudes of life, and that which dermmon
strates to man his duty and his destiny, leaving it no longer
vague and uncertain.  What this is, | can not in the limits of
this letter explain, but in due time it will be forthcoming, and
each one canjudge for hinrself.

But nowmay | not askif | overrate the importance of the
subject of my inquiries?  Scarcely more than four years have
elapsed since the “ Rochester Knockings” were firstknown
among s, Then medius could be counted by units, but now
by thousands—then believers could be numbered by hundreds,
how by tens of thousands. It is believed by tho best informed,
that the whole number in the United States must be severdl
hundred thousands, and that in this city and its vicinity there
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must be from twenty-five to thirty thousand.  There are teno
twelve newspapers and periodicals devoted to the cause, and tx
Spiritual Library embraces nmore than one hundred different
publications, some of which have already attained a dirculation
of nore than ten thousand copies.  Besides the undistinguished
multitude, there are many men of high standing and taleii
ranked among them—doctors, lavwyers and dergymen in gerA
numbers, a Protestant bishop, the leamed and reverend prosidei-t
of a college, judges of our higher courts, mermbers of Congress,
foreign embessadars, and ex-merbers of the National Senete.
That which hes thus spread with such manvelous celerity
in spite of the ridicule which hes deterred so many from au goen
avownal, that which hes attracted the attention of so many of
the best minds anong s, can nat be unworthy of My investiga-
tion, orthat of persars far wiser and nore reliable than | am
It is nownore than ayear that my peculiar faith has been
the subject of public commrent.  During it all | have beensilent
as to those attacks, content steadiily to pursue ny investigations
until | could arrive at satisfactory resuits.  Perhaps | have been
silent too long, for, in the mean tine, very erroneous notiors, as
to that faith, have been alloned to spring up.  But | wes un-
willing to speak until | wes assure as| could be that | wes
right, lest 1 might utter some crudity which, by-andy, | might
regret—or commit sare error which | might find it difficult to
correct, or, infine, unhappily mislead in my ignorance, rather
than wisely guide by my knowledge.
| went into the investigation, originally thinking it a decep-
tion, and intending to rmake public my exposure of it.  Having
from my researches, cone to a different conclusion, | feel that
the obligation to make known theresult is just as strong. There-
fore it is, mainly, that | give the result to theworld. | say
meinly, because there is another consideration which influences
e, and that is the desire to extend to others a knowledge
which | am consdious can nat but meke them happier and better.
If those who doubt this could bu* spend a few days with me
in my library, and witness the c@*k Xhave from strangers from
nil parts of the country; if they vouk but look over my portfo-
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lio, and read the letters \which pour in upon e from all sections
and from persons whom | have never seen and never may see,
they would be able, from the evidence thus fumished of the good
that has been dore, to fom soneidea of what may yet be ac-
complished, and they would not wonder that | find a conpersa
tion for the obloguy that is so freely hegped upon e by the ig-
norant, in the grateful outpourings of hearts which have, by my
mears, beenrelieved.  Ore of themsays (and it is a fair sped-
en of the whole) “ You have acted the part of the good Sa-
meritan, and poured oil into the wound of arelike to die, and
you will have rendered a deathtbed, soorer or later, calm and
hopeful, which might have been disturbed by doubts,”

This, then, is the offerse for which | have been arraigned nt
the bar of the public with so unsparing a condenation, declared
unworthy of my high office, falsely accused of consulting aught,
else than the law of the land, and my own reason, in the judg-
ments which | officially pronounce, and have had invoked against
e 1tre fires of Smithfield and the hangings of Salem” From
such a condermation it is that | appeal to the calm, unbiased
judgment of my countrymen, with a firm reliance upon its jus>
tice

N ew ¥ ork, AUguUst 1, 1653, J. w. EDMONDS.



