TRACT No. 8.

WHAT DOES SPIRITUALISM TEACH ?

[In Tract No. 1, Spiritualism is defined as properly embracing a h spiritual truth,
whether relating to Man, God, the Spirit-World and its Inhabitants, or to Spiritual
Influences and Forces ofevery kind. It is the purpose of these pages to state the prom-
inent facts or truths in particular, with some of the logical results therefrom, which
have been established by modern Spiritual Phenomena, independently of the testimony
of Spirits; thus showing the error of the common allegation, that u nothing can be
learned from Spiritualism, because Spirits are unreliable.” Observe, that the teachings
of Spiritualism should be distinguished from the teachings of Spirits and of Spiritual-
ists, as both these are finite and fallible.]
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* Spirits doubtless always have bodies of some kind; and the splrit-body is now
understood to be, not a misty, incomprehensible, “ airy nothing,” but an organized
structure, In the form of the earthly body, and composed of elemental or aromal mat-
ter, real and potential though invisible, as is the aroma of a flower or an apple.

t It is the theory of some Spiritualists, and probably of some Spirits also, that
there are human beings who do not attain a future life; of others, that though
all live on fora time, yet some (the unregenerate or incorrigible) will eventually come
to an utter extinction of individual consciousness. It cannot be claimed that spirit-
manifestations give demonstrative proof on either side of this question; for none will
venture to affirm that every human being who has ever existed has demonstrated a
life after death — much less, an endless life. Simple analogy, however, would indicate
that if one lives on, all do, unless an essential difference in primary constitution can be
shown. And manifestations from chlld-spirits, as conclusive as those from adults, show
that continued existence Is not a privilege of earthly maturity alone. — The claim often
made, that Spiritualism demonstrates Immortality, in the sense of endless conscious
existence, is an evident mistake, — since endless consciousness can be demonstrated on-
ly by experiencing it. Future life only is proved, — wit!} a presumption that since per-
sonal consciousness survives physical death, it will survive all future changes, Wheth-
er extinction is ever possible, must be determined by othpr evidences.
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*  That progression may be, and In many cases is, from bad to worse (at least,
through an indefinite cycle or aeon of existence), is affirmed by some; while otherB as-
.sert only a progression in good or in happiness for all. The mere opinions of Spirits
cannot decide the question. It must be settled by the laws of our mental and moral
constitution. A proper view of the whole subject cannot be given within the limits of
these pages. |t may be considered in a separate tract.
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RRRRRRRR —Many will ask, What does Spiritualism teach respecting those prominent
ctrines o ri eneration, Atonement, Salvation, by Christ, Divinity of
Christ, Trinity, Resurrection, Judgment, etc.? Answer: It teaches xohateverr s wntten
in the moral c itution and spiritual needs of the human soul. But persons, whether
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