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INTRODUCTLOaf
TO THE AMERICAN EDITION.

When the following pages of the translation o*S*:WQrk pub-
lished originally in German, were submitted to my* perusal, |
recommended their publication here : 1 did so for several ¢ascyis.

One was, that thus was "Shown the general spread of the spirit
manifestations which so many of us have been witnessing in this
country. This was shown by the fact that simultaneously with
the occurrences here, manifestations of the same character were
occurring on the Eastern Continent, and that, under circumstances
which absolutely precluded all idea of collusion.

There are, unhappily, among *s yet very many, who will not
believe in the reality of that, to the existence of which thousands
and tens of thousands in our country have over and over again
testified. All that we can do to such is simply to accumulate the
testimony to such anextent that no sane mind can resist its weight.
That is easily done, for we have now evidence of the outbreak, in
all parts of the earth, of the phenomena which have so frequently
been witnessed here.  On thj.s continent, in all its parts; in the
British Provinces ; in the States, from the Atlantic to the Pacific
shores; in Central and in South America, they have been dis-
played. In Europe, we hear of them in England, in Germany, in
France, in Italy, and in Greece. In Africa, among the Arabs on
the borders of the Mediterranean. In Asia, at Canton, at -Japan,
on the Himalaya mountains. InJava, and the islands of both the
East and West Indies. So that we know of their existence, wide
spread, throughout the whole earth, in many different tongues,
without the possibility of collusion, and everywhere bearing the
same distinctive characteristic, that of inanimate matter moving
without mortal contact, and displaying intelligence.
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To many who have witnessed and partially believed in these

manifestations, this .eyi¢fence of their wide spread may be also
acceptable.  For y hat they have themselves witnessed has seemed
to them so strange;. go much in conflict with all that they had been
taught; so at,variance with all their preconceived] opinions, that
they have*.hardly been willing to believe their own senses, and
have hefrB"fain rather to suppose that they must themselves have
been'dafcdring under some strange delusion.
. testimony that will contribute to show the impossibility of
the delusion theory must be acceptable to such persons, inasmuch
as it must have a tendency to restore to them a becoming and nec
essary confidence in the evidence of their own senses.

There is, however, another reason for publishing these pages
which in my view is still more important. It is this :

If there IS any truth in the doctrine of human progression, as
taught so universally by spiritual intercourse ; if it be true that
it is man’s duty to progress from the cradle to eternity upward
toward the Godhead, and that he cannot omit the performance of
that duty without surely visiting himself with the consequences,
then it must be of the last importance to man to learn what those
consequences are.

So, too, if it be true, as taught from the same source, that com-
munion between us on the earth and the spirits of those who have
departed from it, is not the result of a violation or suspension of
nature’s laws, but in execution of, and in obedience to them, and
that, therefore, spirits of all grades or conditions of progression
may thus commune with us—one as well as another—it must
be of moment to us to know what is the condition of those who
have omitted this duty of progression, and who can thus commune
with us.

So, too, if it be true, as is taught in like manner, that man, dur-
ing his earth-life, is so intimately connected with the spirit-world
that he is never for a moment exempt from its influence ; that
every mood of mind has its kindred spirit, and that spirits who
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are attracted to us are ever, without any intermission, shedding
their influence, for good or ill, upon us, then it must.be of conse-
quence to us to know what is the character of that influence; how
to guige it to a good end, and how to avoid the evil it may prompt
us to do.

In all ages of the world—in all conditions of mankind—in all
the religions ever known among men, there has been recognized a
spirit of evil, capable of influencing man and of inflicting suffering
upon him.  Not a man or woman now lives who has not sometime
in life experienced an internal and mysterious promFting to evil,
acting in defiance of the will, and in despite of the liveliest aspi-
rations for good.

What this mysterious power is—so fraught with mischief to man
—has never, until now, been fully revealed to him.  But now it is
to be revealed, and with the knowled%e of its nature and charac-
teristics, is to come to man the great blessing of knowing how to
obtain protection against its influence upon him.  The idea that it
is a being coequal with the Great Creator in power, and coexist-
ent with him in duration, is to be exploded. The teaching, that
its influence is beyond man's control, is to be refuted. The im-
pression, that it is to be worshipped with a craven subserviency, in
order to deprecate its malevolence, is to be removed. On the
other hand, man is to learn that it is the power of manhood, per-
verted, unprogressed, and perhaps positively malevolent, thus
swayed during the earth-life, and continued in its distortions in
the spirit-world ; that it is the same propensity of selfishness, cru-
elty, or hatred to his fellow, which displayed in this life is pro-
ductive of so much misery, that is borne to the spirit-world, and
finds.its only pleasure in a continued exercise upon those who are
left behind.  Or, in other words, that it is to the spirits of men
who have lived on earth that we owe the manifestation of this
propensity to evil within us.

Of this important truth many evidences have already been given,
and others are daily coming to our knowledge. The pages which
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follow contain evidence of that character, and hence their value in
my eyes.

yA¥mst deal more must yet be given before the world will be
ready to receive this, so important truth. Much of it will be lost, as
much has already been, for want of a record of it. Yet enough
will be recorded and given to the world to enable the idea to ob-
tain a fast foothold among men.

When that time shall arrive who can calculate the consequences ?
For, with the knowledge of the cause of the evil, will come a know-
ledge of the remedy, and then farewell to the reign of that spirit
of evil which has so long held dominion over the human heart.

The work | thus introduce is not much more than a record of
the communications made through the table-tippings by several
spirits of departed men, who being unprogressed in life, appear to
be hardly any farther advanced in the spirit-world. They betray
their propensities as they now exist, and their disposition toward
man, and yet they are made to unfold some truths as to our future,
of no slight importance. 1

Thus it was made apparent that the power at work was too
strong for the mortal torce then present, and the will displayed
far more mighty than that of the combined assemblage.

So it was demonstrated that the intelligence at work was entire-
ly independent of that of the mortals present.

The drawings and characters spoken of are given in plates
annexed to the original work, but are not given in the translation,
for they are of no farther moment to us than this, that they are
very like many with which spiritualists in this country have for
some five or six years been familiar.

Thus also it is communicated that a place of suffering of the
sinful spirit is in the atmosphere of this earth.  Such, too, are the
teachings we receive in this country, and thus it comes that man
on the earth is ever surrounded by, and subject to, promptings and
temptations to evil.

S0, too, is displayed how long and tenaciously the attachments
formed on earth continue beyond the grave.
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And that redemption can be wrought beyond the grave through
the instrumentality of sincere and heart-felt repentence.

In like manner It is shown that there are spirits* confined to the
limits of the earth's atmosphere, who know not of and cannot de-
scribe the happier conditions of spirit-existence beyond their field
of observation.

And that even these darker spirits can at times read our thoughts,
aptly “value our moral worth,” and “disclose many secrets which
we consicler safe in our own keeping.”

In these and other respects, the teachings, as given in these
pages, accord in their general characteristics with those given in
this country through the same instrumentality of the table-tippings,
and the various other modes of spiritual intercourse known among
ns.

And thus is shown us how universal is the movement now claim-
ing so great a share of the attention of mankind.

J. W. EDMONDS.
New Y ork, January 19,1857,
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