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A S S E M B L Y  OE S I R E S  A N D  M A T R O N S .

O P B N J N G .
The Most Worthy Judge takes the Chnir, and calls the meeting to order—then says :

Brother Instructor, we are about to open an Assembly of 
Sires and Matrons. You will satisfy yourself that all present 
are of such, and worthy.

The Instructor examines all present.—receiving from each the second degree password, 
.■and, if satisfied, reports :

Most Worthy Judge, I am satisfied that all presefit are duly 
qualified.

M. W. J -—-The officers and members will please lié clothed, 
and take their places. . . .

hum at er ial A Ipfia■
As ye progress iii numbers, even so will T. And behold, We 

will go before you. As ye are' prepared,‘ so willfyou'received
Your children, groping for light, in the darkness,' shall 

receive it.
Your Sires and Matrons are the circle of true Brothers and

Sisters.
, Your Judges shall be honorable among mankind. . . .
Your. Chiefs will lead you against darkness. • .... -.t ,
Your High and' Mighty Counsellors’ shall be the wise of the 

Barth. And my Myriads will' touch them with a’ living Fife, 
that;all may behold and; rejoice.. .... ,... , r„[:....... .

Your Chief Patriarch— 1 will never leave him.
Behold I have appointed the way.
Brothers and Sisters, our Assembly is now opened.

One rap—all are seated.
2
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Brother Recording'Secretary, you will please read the minutes 
of our last meeting.

After reading, tho M. W. J. avi 11 say :

Brothers and Sisters, you have heard the minutes ¡of our last 
meeting. If no objection be offered, they will be considered 
correct, and so signed.

The minutes are signed by the At. W . J., and attested by the R. Secretary.

C L O S  I  N Cl.
The M. W , J. will first ask :

Hqs, any Brother. or.Sister any thing to offer for the good of 
our Institution, before we proceed to close this Assembly ?

If not, the M. W . J. gives three raps (all rise) and says:

Brother Sires and Sister Matrons, hear ye, the 'words of, our 
immaterial Alpha—

Remember my numbers, that ye may be prepared : is the
number of my progress. Y is the number of my ¡power. , 1 0  
is the.number when yc. shall fill the, earth, with, peace ;■ and 
knowledge shall be, with all mankind. , ,

Brothers and Sisters, our Assembly is now ,closed., ,

Note—Should occasion absolutely require, tbe first and second degrees iWy lie con
ferred at any time between the regular meetings, by the -Most Worthy Jiuige, dr any ono 
ihe may authorize* (third degree member, if possible,) presiding, and appointing such 
officers pro,tern. as may be necessary. All such official acts must bo. reported-to tho 
proper Assembly, (if ihe Recording Secretary be not present,) and the names entered on 
the books, and certificates issued, as in cases of adoption,’ Ac., at the reghlar meeting.'

: . fI : ; ’ r
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M. TV. J .—Brother Instructor, you will please ascertain'i f '1 
there are any candidates in1 waiting lor this degree.

The Instructor retires, and procures a list of the names of the applicants desiring the 
second degree, with, the names of their Families ; also, tjieir first degree certificate of 
membership. Returns and hands them to the Recording Secretary, who compares them 
with his Register; and if the applicants have completed their Families, and their cerlifi- ! 
cates be correct; the Secretary so reports to the M. W. J.

M. JV- J '■—Brother Sires and Sister Matrons, Brothers ■— r—
(— Sisters) ------ , whose Families have been duly adopted,
desire to be received as members of this Assembly. We will 
now proceed to their reception. Brother Instructor, you vyill 
make the necessary arrangements for pie introduction of the 
applicants.

The Instructor appoints a Conductor, arranges the stone, The Conductor (accom
panied by the Treasurer, who collects the fee,) retires to the ante chduiber. And Laving 
desired the applying Sirjaa (J— Matrons) to rise, says ;

Brothers (— Sisters) we hope the purest motives alone have 
prompted you to desire to progress in our Institution; and 
having had evidence of your,sincerity, by your adoption ofui 
Family, we will now proceed to induct you into the higher 
truths of our Association. But it will be by sl6w' degrees; aid 
as you progress, you will be expected to ¡undertake much labor 
in good works. Brothers (—; Sisters) you have , but little light 
yet, and you wilt receive hut little more in this degree ; hut you 
will be mademnore acquainted with our purposes,.and our means j 
of accomplishing, them!;¡also, the general principles on which .
ourl language: is based.  ̂ , i . ; , , , , ,u

I will Mow conduct you to the Assembly of Sires and Matroris,
The applicants being conducted in, uud placed in a eeini-ci>clp ^jqund t|ie stpne, fycipg! 

the jh.I. yf. jl.,;are -thus introduced by the.Conductor;

Most | Worthy Judge, 1 introduce to you Brothers 
(j~s- listers) - -T-, entitled to receive the second degree.

Tlie II. w .  J. advances and ¡says; ,
, ,  U I  I I i  ' .  I: I . ! i  1 1  ;  J  11 .  .  .  ;  :  ,  !  11 ,

Brothers Sisters) I welcome you to our Assembly in ttye

no v



name of all the Sires and Matrons present. We receive you 
into 0'urrM16ivsllip, and will constantly endeavor, by our works, 
to;¡draw together, still closer, the ties that bind us..

In addition to, theohligationslpfI,secvpcy l̂a!nd,the performance,, 
of good works, and the performance of no official acts in .this 
degree without the sealed instructions of some higher author
ity—which obligations you here assent to ?

! ■ Ans.—1 do.

,We now require, that you will .never reveal, even to a Brother 
or Sister, the particular works in which you may be engaged, in 
this degree, or communicate any of the mysteries you may be" 
made acquainted with, unless ordered to do so by soine liigheri ' 
authority., You are, furthermore, not to reveal even the princi
ples of this degree, or give, in any manner, any information ¿l!1 
any kind) which, you may. ever here receive.

Do you assent to all the above, on your honor ?
•‘7Rf{ ‘'O'’ll’ Uf it ;; -  ' - -, ; ; t W i , , . ! ! -. Ans.— 1 do-.
b lf  • •< HI (I r-'. " ' ' I I : • . ,;h t - I I > I

I now invest you with the Regalia of this degree-.

After investing, tljem, the M.ÂV. J. proceeds : . ,■ ■ • ‘ • .-■• ‘ ’ ’ *’ • •' ' î I ' : ' i - f ; ! : , t ; . :■)(<:.
'Bi*dth!ërs (-A -Sisters) bur Institution, as is expressed on thei 

Regalia ÿou wear,:is for all mankind, of'all- nations, i I t is ; 
intended to Unite all' mankind indhe closest dinks-of universal 1 
Union; for thé spread of good-will and union among all. To i 
set In or'dér all things, to usher in that blessed and' bright day, 
long expected and hoped for by mankind. Its image will be 
stfunjpèd upon the ekrtln '- And, in the midst-of moral corrup
tions and religions Controversies with which the world, abounds; 
you are to stand forth a Band of true Brothers (— Sisters) add 
your zeal in the welfare'of mankind, is to be illustrated by ytrar 
works. Ÿbü are to assist, bÿ your example and iriflu'ènce, to 1 
render passive your fellow-man, that all.ma)r ihlCéiVé’that'khow- 
lëclge* wlficlî, for the prèsénipis i'ésëi'vted for iis ànd dufs;|!l" ! '
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.'iBrotherä'(-fr:Sisters) asi.you,advance,,yo'n.Willfind.Truth 
Stupendous Truth. For He Inith written, with His .¡fjngfoi iftithdi 
Firmament of Heaven, and we and all mankind will read Him 
there; , ,| , -, ■ :;i /  .

Brothers (— Sisters) an Assembly never'contains.mote than 
one hundred Sires and Matrons. The principal officers are—
tl̂ e Mpst. Worthy Judge, the Instructor, the Secretaries, the 
Treasurer, the Guardians, of tlie outer and inner doors. Each 
Assembly to hold its meetings at stated times, and at least once 
in six months. Tjie pqsswprdjof this degree, at present, is— 
******* ***** All. the. officers are chosen once in six; . 
months. .
! The ¿object pf this Institution, is to harmonize apd regenerate,; 

mankind) and to bring; all under inllnencesnunducive tp progress . 
andienlightemnent, and,to place,all in apposition, where, fheymiiya 
exercise .practically, and > for the .advancement of .humanity, thqsy j 
wonderful! Truths of .immaterial,and .material natures, which ary, 
dawning .upon the world. With this view, its immaterial Alpha 
1ms endowed it with the first,written language of ¡m u -th a t of 
ideas—to advance its progress.1 Once, introduced ¡vmtp any 
people, no .power, government or combination, can resist its con
quests. .Brothers (—•.¡Sisters) ¡we have to .perform the work 
which we are directed to do; that'task is at present the bring-». 
ing of all mankind1 into our ibid-—in that we..labor.In, ,1 - I

The Instructor will now give you further information in this
,. Hi . ;,.,v ; ,|! ll'.ll (.-.'i i js,jil.

.If! i . . I t » U)
The Instructor advances and says :
*< G ■ i ' ’ ; . I : 1 I . r ! 1 I i M'i ; }■ ; I ■' i / . • ■ . , ; . . • I i , k , , ,' I |.j

"(Brothers' («-« Sisters); I,will.now disclose »to.- you ithy-elemCRr •, 
tary principles^on which this language isifoundedy¡the higher, 
applications are reserved,lor the higher degrees, which you will; 
attain in proportion to ¡the. zeal and works you manifest. This,, 
language is read by the position of the; dots, and iu this, degree) 
is»illustrated!by the alphabet of your; nation, . i, ,.i t ¡„{T



Tlie key is divided into a space for each letter, 
the diet falls Upon indicates the 1'dttenv' 1 1

Hill hi"! nl fit hiciM 11« fin* >v him i.rroT'iioi I

1 The ‘Spado
' liMe'iMCl'MvV/'i
n ihmmi.i'im'l

The position of the top or key letter may be changed}1 as' 
this is changed; to Cb 1‘"' i  c  i ■ : ;• ! ■>
• : $ In h < I’ :11 a! # '■ ! I !: : 'i.' I 4 ' • d 'id 'IM!i

Sires - Matrons) govern your Children ivith Wisdoitf; for 
such is the cafe and responsibility which Vbtii! félàtiônbhip tb’ tliérit
implies. f  f ; "  / ... . '

The languages spoken by mankind are Vafidus, biit! thé ideas 
they i'éprëSènt ’ are üniVérsâl. A language, to be universal, 
must be one of Ideas. Such a one has been given us, and1 is' 
founded on tllëSe principles. Instead1 of the key being'divided 
into letters, it consists of the-two divisions1 ;ofi the material 
arid immaterial. The atrimate being represented by the union;1
in different proportions according to «their positions, o;f these 
twh divisions. 'Thi^ WfMilgelnentr'coinbineil1 with that'bfipro-'i 
gfhssive1 distances, includes thh  circle of maids ideas and know-1' 
lëdgè ; it forms a riompletb and progressive arrangement p and' 
in its Outer limits Will'contain the fullness of knowfetlge.

The World inày be likened to at great Sea r this Institution,' 
tlie riiorintaiii that is'dropped into it. The action'of this Insti
tution,' isMlie concentric \vaVe which arises therefrom— over
whelming all ' discordant influencés-—washing the ,,shores, of î
Eternity. . , bri i ■ , ... , •

Brothers (— Sisters) our language, like our Institution, is 
secret at present, that it may be more readily introduced among 
people whose rulers love not progress arid light. But the tirile 
vjill oofne,‘When the vail of secrecy will be removed ; and in 
that driy, î rilh will be able to-read ; al one thé will of the Creator; 
aliti may you; be found : among tlìè worthy; who have assisted 
to' regenerate ’mankind} 'by hegdtting 'them again.Intonthe 
Familÿ1 of’true Brothers, and Sisters. - : i h. •. . ; t .,0 

The stars of Heaveri-^-the' mrimluriiigj hrook—the Sear—the i
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land, and ¡all Natpre,, ¡continually, express to man, in their giuri- 
ri,ops, language,,all ¡Truths..• They arp the, material expression 
of the Divine Ajipd, created for gli niankind to read..

Brothers (— Sisters) you are now lull members of this 
Assembly.;,: ,

■ i! i You will.pleas©ibe,:seated. , , , ,
i l l  : ,  '  .  '  :  ¡ i !  i  < l l i l . i l  ■ ;  I  , ' i  ; l - , 1  1 .  .  '  11 ;  i . .  5 i  ,'¡1 ■'  ,  J  :  i  ,  I  i j  ,  |  |  }  j  i  !

The M. W. J. will say : : , : : i : : •„ lj ,) ; ,!

Brother Secretary, have rye any further business four this
■ Assembly ¥ i ■ . !  1 , ui

A.shqrt pme is, tlienideyp.ted: tu the transaction of businps.s p f any,), am} the Assembly 
is closed in due form.; , , ; a

I N S T A L L A T I O N  OF 0  l ' F 1 OF11S., .
Either of {¿lie following -are authorized to» act as Installing Officer—-claiming prece

dence, aq here arranged;—1st. The Worthy Chief, or l}is Deputy, dplv. appointed. 
2d. The Controller of Ceremonial Rules. 8d. Any member of ¡the High Degree of 

. Jjudgeq. -ifh.. A Alost. or Past Worthy Juijgp, ofIpnotheL Assqnjbly } pr-,, 6th. ,THf' Past 
, Worthy Judge of the Assembly. .

:The Iilstailirig Officer’(being satisfied that the'officers fir installation have beeniduly 
chosen,) will take the Chair, and say : .

Brother, .officer  ̂ chosen,, up your lipmps grpMcalled, yog will 
advance to the center of the hall,* preparatory . to , receiving 
..youi| ohliggtiopSyof pffice. The Recording Secretary will please 
call the .names, beginning with that of the Worthy Judge-

When all are seated, the Installing Officer advances, and directs the Worthy Judge 
chosen to rise.

jM ..(ufV W, 4 ) —Worthy .Brpth,er,(or Sister) .you, have,.been 
.chosen Worthy Judge of thh, Assembly. Before ii^suipipg the 
responsibility of your office, it is, proper ypp sjmpld ¡asgent to 
some of the regulations, whiph,, ppjpti opt the, clpty.of a .^|ost 
Worthy Judge, of an Assembly of Sires and Matrons. These 
.ypp, will, receive—rplacipg.thp^rig^t huncl rrpjpn your,|past.,

‘ Where a sufficient number of seats are arranged previouily/tOiiiistaiJing,i,;Jib ¡1
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' First. You agréétobe a pedcëablëOittàëh; tb'prômoté'Iiar- 
riionÿj and prevent,'if possible,'ail dièbbrd ktid ilrtïnOpër Strife 
and contention between' Vneiiibel's of this Ordeh ">•’ ' ”!l b> 

Sètondlÿ. You pibmise'to bé coûtions in 'your behhVÎOrp Cour
teous to the fraternity, and faithful to your Assembly. 1 " :

Thirdly. You promise to respect /genuine 'members of the 
Order, and to discountenance imposters from the original and 
true plan of the Institution. -r- > u. -..it

Fourthly. You promise to pay due' respect to thef iWôithy 
Chief, and to his officers, when visiting your Assembly ; aiid 
Strictly to Conform to every edict of the HiglvDegree of Judges, 
that is not subversive of the principles and ground-work of the 
Institution. , ,

The Ritual, and other rules and regulations for the govern
ment of your Assembly, you will see punctually and faithfully 
executed. ‘ Tlibÿ âré not td go'out of yoiir^ossession, unless so 
ordered by legal authority, except during the-meetings of your 

. Assembly,, t6, proper perfeôns iii the discharge Of: official'dirtiCh 
' 1 The books àhd papers of1 yobrAssembly, are also under yoùr 
supervision, and, to be, delivered, up, when so ordered, by ijjgal 
authority. ^

! 11 u These1 nt*è the ‘regiilàitibné1 loft all1 wëlhgôf ef iië'd'1 AsSerirbliës of 
tSires' nfld'Matiohs. !Do ydli' ’submit1 'to* tirèsë Chargés, and'pro- 
' liiisb' to siippoft' ‘these'1 fè’giilltidiiib, as' hÎBst1 WbftÎiÿ ! il'üdgb' of 
this Âskerïiblÿ?' ' :i i"'ii '!i' 7 : M s ^ - Ï  do'.

8gfy . 1 O ■' : If'lDWvlI. ' »1! ! HWI 1 ,lw>0 ■
Turning td the other officers—says :

'[<1 r'-IV
. if;? < (.it !' '-.Oil

n' érothéf (— ■ Siètéf)' offiéèrS ôlidiléii— [they rise]—  dd yohhnd 
'likclr'HF ybü asfeènt to th'ééë'regulations, ibid promise, on yOiir 
!jkrt, to Tdliill khdih, s6 frit as 'the  samè bray be applicable to 
i'ybiif èévëral'ûÜtiéy,laè!bffi6iék lb f!tiik  Aèbè'mbiy:?'
OàmJT * ■ H •■il 1,1 /; f PI r, - n id  ’!•-■ . !dm

Y 6ü: hdil îlow ü éP ir ' ïô' ¡ydlir Msp'ectivë jpHâbèë,5, hhd entéf djtôh
the duties of yourmilice; !<■
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Turning to the >1. W. J., says :

Most Worthy Brother, in consequence of your cheerful assent 
to these charges and regulations,' I will now conduct you to your 
official Chair.— Hoping that you will faithfully execute the sev
eral duties which you owe to your present appointment ■

Takes him by the hand and seats him. After which, the Installing Officer continue*:

Most Worthy Judge, the third, or'H igh Degree of Judges, 
is at present the highest known tribunal in the Patriarchal 
Order. And to it alone, and its duly accredited officers, you 
stand accountable in your official capacity. Any of its officers 
or' members are authorized to preside in a Family or Assembly 
of Sires and Matrons; and to such, and such only, you will, if 
possible, entrust the duties of vour official Chair, when not so 
occupied by yourself. Any member of the High Degree of 
Judges, in the absence of a special order from the Worthy Chief, 
is authorized to demand and receive the Ritual, or other books, 
or papers, belonging to, and in the possession of an Assembly.* 
In transacting the business of your Assembly, you may first 
consult .the. views of its members, and then decide. The dé
cision of a Most Worthy Judge, in all matters pertaining to the 
business of his Assembly, is the law, and to be implicitly obeyed 
by all members, until duly reversed by the Worthy ChieÇ or 
High Degree of Judges. ' . ;

Appeals may be taken from’the decisions of a Most Worthy 
Judge of an Assembly, to the Worthy Chief, or High Degree 
of Judges.

* He receipts to the Host Worthy Judge of such Assembly for said books and papers, 
and reports, forthwith, to his Worthy Chief, his action in the premises, and his reasons 
therefor. Should there be a refusal, on the part of any officer or member (after being 
duly required) to deliver, up such Ritual, books or papers, due and timely notice, with the 
reasons for such demand or refusal, shall be given to the Worthy Chief; or higher 
authority.

3



F U N  E, K A L C E K E
y r ' : , i | n •

À S -
Ml««« J ilT /K f i l i t  • r jP Y . /h  o b t ir j l i \ ' jK ilO ‘J l ' l l y vv .1 W L /U
Upon tno clentli of a, Müst Worthy Sire or AJatron, Ihn Most Worthy Judge of the A 

6 ¿lfm I y' t ò1 w li ¡Vi h i) lie fèvèkilàhX1 VlVdWngk(V,rsImil ' liéblii lV hipfi fied/Ky ' so'Mèr hieitìhèr of the

v ? . i - A U h i ,  aro . A ulii ; a  d e l : . .Ù M lU J fc id ify1 he Most onhy Judge; so notified, shall immediately repair to the late residence of 
the tlecensétUlMfdJUikèHWjJl^driiid^^^ll'^iVII/irè^eìvit)^ .1 lih itfiflf-Oh/it:idle oT fp’IAtivli fitid

! burini of the Ipaly, to-’
• ittiUh fdUr sifA' MtnniiTfi *¡̂ 711’hnill r^^r.Mir of:\kli

friends, prpeeed to inalce due arrangemeiits Tur thè burini of Ilio lp»dy to-wit: . ,
‘Pirhl: Àfippinf AÌ\ i Vi ;/ ! A iiiiii ' Si.( ■)eiMii,hi ' p à liI > r » : f l'r l's /« »( V  r tftwliéin, il jlnssibje. biiirfg 

t a k.p jì, J If f  il pi j l-X-, of' f  bj^jthpdyc^M.fid.fltjs a filoni ber.', , .  t ,j ,, I ) -j .. j ii 
\S  rn)ifì!y: Appoint a ò'hiéf Ma rollai, wifli power lo sèleri. itVsislanls, if Decèssa ry. 
iT/niìrjft/iIDii’kkt l li ¿f Rd(? 6rdi li#fSbc/ih'tnrf<IH Otri) 1̂ a Vtifiélihg‘of h'il'wdrtliy inembers of

% p / (]0,-,\ 1 ^  . u . ' . iu :  • ■ j ' {'1 he iemale pall-bearers, immndialefy after tlieir nppómfiiient, will repair to thè late 
Of lh’(ld*fcK'î f/d;ÌJi;id sd(JtiiiiiUntJdfilli-in.door ai'fiihgements, dressinglhe body, foci 

Alici' thè innJe;pall-beaijors will direct thè out door arrnngemnnts ; procure thè Services of 
li m in /(licer, ìt\lPAÌrnhlJi‘Ì t c . ’ ’ *

•'i’Iid.' injrisbfrp of !t;l)(>; (Jkj^rjjbeing/inp/teinbled .'ini thè hall, or some ollier* con ven ¡Hit 
place, thè Most Wortliy J udge,will falce Ilio Chair, and open in-Ihe.fiist degree. .After

^  :" ,! ’ ■■■■: M - , H ,  nri-h
' 'llFòtlf̂ ì-s* 'afiÌÌ' feié't!èi's| ivè1 tiavò' <k»flveiio<l, al; ibis tibie and. 

plliljéF (vi’t!Ìî iH. ' (neiir Bill- tasti: tribbio of respfet tó thè*
(orfj {ì̂ I ù^ì àV idis 'ò f 'óiìr (ltM’ba.sbvl '/nld jj'nloved ftfother.

Sislrbify''L ì£ L £ . W 1 Ali Wtorliibig''i lite'dii'l’y, ypiFivill bd'c/ifbliil to 
‘jilifi’'(liSéot'ifni‘'CĤ oû ’hohIf be .duly* obeiei'VèdC1

"^fKÌtiiér MtWFil/^òtó t o  iióìv pföcaieii wlth'tlié (ìntiés o f  
,0||iiufÄWCCiWiUiWt wrJ.Um l//..n'U -‘/.‘vM '• '.Un,',1* .Eft’1: a M ■■■■■■■■•■■

• I
a m, iuursaiii win say.:

/riiG^'oifice'rs aiiri 'm e m b e rs  w ili h ik e  ' th e ir pianos in th e  lin o *
s their, positions are called.V'HTW'gnri/'F.l. • />. 'MOi; v. o i:

- ¡ d  -jiK. f i hiihiiRl,!dp \PitdcKssroN. ■

Guardians of the Outer and Inner Doors.
' ' ' ¡' 'Ohoir of Singers. 1

,, ■ .  M(nnheis-TM'‘Fd'itiid .Femnle.
' ■ ( LVstrncfcbr riPd 'Afloptillg' O/iider. 
itecol'diiig and Corresponding Secretaries. 

Treasurer and Steward.
Past Worthy Judges of Assemblies. 

Most Worthy Judge.
Male Pall-bearers.



in which order, proceed5 to I he hite residence of the'deceased. ^The \)iffréfôéi ôrîfWalt'§, 
and all in frqnt qf thp Jjl. W J. open tq the right;. arid left, .ijncl fqce inward; the 
M. W. J. iiiid male pull hearerb io^miiig’in single lildj oij:d -line with Thé rçMiolnWiV 

The l\laibliaj, l'pllu\ved by the leujalo jnill ^earer^jcarryJny ^houijuçi ji, qiv evorgreetjs, 
propeed down through the pufumns, tou short distance^below the maje pal 1-heurejí?, cô jin- 
tennareh —(the feinjlle palUhetiVers- s'dpiiratiVig- ¡uto singló- tfolnn'iii)-1—t |i»3‘ JVidriltidfjhihing 
will) the M. W. .1., and in like manner,-. lJio .male » ifh the. female .pall.-Jjeaijers,, pe 
each in order come together. In this form, they pass up through the line (all male inpni- 
.ber,s uiieoVerinifthe:hhnd¡ as tlicylpassyfaml into: pie lïou^e., h 1 : Ui.\ -ihi' ;

The, coffip, witji ¡ih^laply, is bipq&ht out, home l,<y the py|le pall • b c a r g r â -r d r pc f  f| j)y 
thé M. \V.‘ .1-, á iiil'lülibwüd h y 'th e . female ptill-ped'rers, with white prill. Arid' the 
coffin, being placed ?on chairs .(Gae|j*;i»uxt rjie. pifocessi^P.i) the éovçr !i$ let dp\vn,,80?a$ to 
expose the face,; the pall is laid oyer the coffin, and the Uegajia of the deceased plgoed 
on the pall, near, or over the itreitsi. •• • • - ' •* ' ’ 1
, The Choir o f singers, having/.pjjUeiij a- ,pp îtiqn  ̂quíijjdg, pr nj plÿqrl: dii.sttinceoirqm/ lfie 

coffin, commence an appropriate hymn, or ode ; during, the sjnging of yyliiuh, the pioces* 
sioji move forward; [niasing one ini'each si’tie of ’ihe' coifiii/joimiig haVidshVer’it. -

When all have jkijb passed,. the coffin is t^keiiaip.anjl ^lucpjl, jnt'o thq hearpe—-¡ttyq.pnple 
pali-heprers, taking position olVeach ^ide. ■ p .  i » • ,

The Most-Worthy Judgè and Marshal (and tjie femrde palUhtWers, |l’ Jlieÿ joiir(h$pl*o- 
(lessiou^i proijcml; iij); throug|i . t he ljqe---(|iiale; numbers ijjKjqye.rjng' their lLyjidsj as- tyfy 
pass)—and the members severally turning in, joining, flnd following.  ̂ ' {

In vvh'icli'oidllfthe .pfooossioiil¡followed .by thé titeafs'éiiind çlirri/tges, proceed it'd• ¡fie 
grave; |njl|!ng a. çhoçi ylistancij, [rum it, open, cojpm.n., and Tapo ip;w arch jTJie 
passes down tltrmigh jhe line," aiul return’s, followed Ijy tfie heiii’se and. carriages (maie 
mernhurs imcovering-iheir Iniadsl)- f t  -T ’hblii C-H V« .cljiififh  T ifijf iT  

The ctiffip being (u^en from the hoarse,;hyj flip' ipfdik jUjll-beiijGrs, is .pypvpyed tq.njld 
placed'over'the gravé--preceded' íjy ‘the Most Wbrthy'j tn|¿e add fWmlcj fíill-hdafer?,' íiil- 
Jo.weil hy the, rehujves nfuj friemls, •. At the gja-ye, the,Moat. i\VV>rJ»Í/ŷ l Adge,;§fppd§;$tltÍlü 
head ; the Choir of singers hehiii|l |um ; the femalejudl-Benryisi on the rig,lit. pud the male 
pall-bearer» oil tlie/liíft'síde'ol' the gravé ;: aníl'Vehitivés ttfi'd friends, àî-ÏHé I’hbi 6r iti¿ tírfi've.

’The Marshal w\ll: direct ,jhqp‘i}mpd>ejj$ in pj-.bcesjjioi/i tyj éjpsp. 
them around the grave,,until a complete pirele is fonqed, all f^ar.ding iipsingle column— 
I'uciiig inwai'ii. 1 1 ; ' ' ' 1 ' ;i - . ' •' :

.The Most \VprÇiy..llitige ^iincpjvers his. headjrand,' tnpnetjialei^.uffep^ardj all',the 
Brothers. The M. W . .1. then says : ' ,

# , .VV(/. «Ti. ; l f ¡  Jv.;>
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 

kingdom come. Thy will be; (lone .¿n earth,.as it is in .ITeaMe.j). 
Give ns, day by day. anr daily bread.1 • A'mf'ibr^ive-‘fis-‘bur t r é 
passes, and enable ns to forgive those who trespass agaiiisfcnis. 
Abandon ns dht' in ThhiptatibiV, but ('leliver ps iroin' eviL "For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the gloryydbreyer. isn

The Kt.'galia and pall is removed from the coffin, and the Most Worthy Judge continues :

Unto the dark and silent tomb, we resign the earthly body of 
our departed Brother (or Sister.)

It is optional with the female palLbearers to go in the procession, or in carriages.
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•'( Tile coflin is then let down into the grave, Snd the M. Vi. J. continues :

And while, the spirit is fled to accomplish its destiny in a 
better world, here lies the now useless tabernacle in the silent 
slumbers of the grave, to be dissolved into its original elements: 
earth to earth, and dust to dust.

The butterfly escapes its gross aiíd rudimental body, and 
lyings its way to the sunny bower, and is sensible of its new 
existence. The beautiful flower and foliage, being , fully un
folded, become the representatives of light and beauty; but 
having attained their full perfection, soon begin their change, in 
form, in color, and in beauty of external appearance. Their 
fragrance1 goes forth and pervades áll cóiigénial forms; but tlieir 
former beauty is indelibly impressed upon the memory of their 
beholder and admirer. As it is with these, SO it is with "the 
spirit. The body dies and returns to earth, while the spirit 
áscends to a higher habitation, more suited to its nature and 
requirements. What though this earthly tabernacle be dis
solved? we haVe á house not made with hands, eternal in the 
Heavens.— [Holding up the evergreen]—-This evergreen is an 
emblem of our faith in the immortality of the soul. By this 
we are reminded of our high and glorious destiny béyond the 
grave; and that there dwells within us a vital spark, an imper
ishable, immortal soul, over which the grave has no dominion, 
and death no power.

1V ¡U ■ 1
The M. W; J. then drops it into the grave, and is followed by the Choir of Singers 

ídná Others around; thé gravé. And the ptilí-bearers, having moved tip and‘joined tlíe 
Choir o f Singers; the members in procession, headed by the Marshal, march around the 
grave, each depositing the evergreen. During this, ail appropriate ode, or hymn, is sung 
by the Choir]

ji j V i e  gi;ave is.then filled up^during the singing of another ode or hymn) the officers and 
members resumé their places in the procession ; and lili return to the píace whence they 
set otit, k t . j  &c.



In largo cities unti other plftcgs, where the'place of Initial is too tli^tupt for all the 
members to go, they:may proceed in form, to a convenient distance, Itali, open column, 
face inwaul ; when the Marshal 'will« pass-down through lite lini), anil return, 'followed 
by the hoarse and carriages. (All the Brothers uncovering their heaths aî  they pass.) '

The M. VY. J. (or Instructor, in his absence) pall-be, rora, ('hpirol »Singers, anil as many 
members as can go. take carriages,and proceed to the grave While the Chini Marsh gl 
and M. W. J . (or Instructor) proceed hack through tini open column, find the members 
turning in and following (all Brothers uncovering their heads as the Marshal ami 
M. W. J. approach, and so remain, until all leave passed -through.)

Kei.urning to the place whence they set out, t)iey either informally disporsp, oj' the 
M. YV. J. (or Instructor; lakes the Chair,’directs‘th e .esaminaiini» ol all prfhiiiit, a s ,in 
opening; and, fiber directing the sympathies of the membWs to the relativi s of the 
deceased, closes in due form.

fbiPThe proper funeral badge, is a >vhite strip of crape, about a yard long, tied around 
the anu—(/<;//. if the:deceased he a female; or right, if a male)—just above the elbow 
Female pall bearers, a broad white crape, as a part oi the head-dress.
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lU .tni DEGREE OF JUDG ES. ?

Should this body jpin in funeral, or other procession^, it. will follow immediately after 
the M. W. J . o| the Assembly, (the male pall-hearers fading hack and following the 
Worthy Chief.) The Worthy Chief officiating instead of the M. W. J., and the Con
troller of Ceremonial Rules, in place of the Instructor.



E  D  I C T  S

F R O M  T II K

H I G H  D E G R E E  OF  J U D G E S ;

Eilicts from the High Degree ol Judges, shall hu communicated through a Special Mes
senger. The following order shall he observed, on its delivery:

The Special Messenger will advance to the door of tin; Family, or Assembly, give three 
loud distinct raps, and announce himseli and mission to the Inner Guardian, who >vil 1 thus 

* announce il to the Worthy Judge :

•j. M ost W orthy judge, a Messenger from the High 
Degree of Judges is in waiting, and desires to be

0;.1 received in due form.
il1. IK J.— Brothers and Sisters, we will receive a mes

sage from llie High Degree of Judges-—| Three raps— all
rjf.se:]— Brother Guardian, you will introduce the Mes-

• ' ' •senger.
The Special Messenger enters. The Guardian takes him by the right arm—conducts 

him to the center of the hall. 'Hie Special Messenger salutes the M. W. J., by raising 
the right hand to the breast. The salutation being returned by theM. W. J., the Guardian 
will return to his post. The.Special Messenger, will then say:

Most W orthy J udge, I have the special honor of bear
ing a message from the High Degree of Ju d g es ; which 
I am directed to deliver in due form.

M. W. J .— W hat is th a t due form? 
ft. M .—Over two joined hands—emblematical, not only 

of the intimate relation in the several degrees, hut also 
of tha t fidelity and kindred attachment, which should 
ever obtain, between all true members of our beloved 
Institution. iljlj

The M. \V. J. descends. The Special Messenger udvfuices, bearing the edict in his 
lelt hand. They meet, and join right hangs, Special Messenger elevates the edict over the 
joined hands. The M. W. J. receives it in, jiis left hand. They separate, and, after 
bowinr to each other, the M. W. J. returns to his clnur, (standing,) and Special Messen
ger to center of the hall. The Special Messenger gives tire salutation, which is returned, 
and tho Special Messenger retires. After which, the M. W. J. gives one rap, and when 
all are seated, opens and rends the edict.


