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INTRODUCTORY REMARKS.

THE object of this book is to throw light upon the
spiritual manifestations of the day, and aid the honest
inquirers after spifitual knowledge, by giving them the
key which unlocks the mystery of the power of evil over
the human mind, and opens wide the door to spiritual
life, to those who will enter to explore this mine of truth,
and are willing to labor to separate the dross from the gold,
for the sake of the gold ; the wheat from the chaff for the
sake of the wheat; thereby to separate the evil from the
good by obeying the law of spiritual life. The two are
combined when taken in their natural state, in the hu-
man soul, as well as in the field or mine.

The writer feels great embarrassment in giving that
part of the manuscript illustrating the law controlling
the manifestation which refers to her private life. The
nature of the instruction is so adapted to, and blended
with the personal inguiry and circumstances, more or less
through all these writings, that she knows not how to
separate the two, and do justice to the subject.

She attempted to suppress those chapters entirely
upon angelic ministrations, and the greater part of the
instruction to her how to become an instrument of good —
a reliable writer under this influence, “ A workman that

needeth not to be ashamed.” The separation seemed to
2
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mutilate the whole, for which she could bring no substi-
tute. The object and design of the manifestion was de-
feated, when thus concealed, in its practical results to her-
self and others, as learners in the school of spiritual life.
For the cause of truth she gives the whole without further
apology. As far as her personal history is concerned, she
must throw herself upon the clemency of the reader, and
take shelter under the established tolerated custom of
autobiographers. \

The writer has never met in a “circle,” so called, for
the investigation of this subject, to pfofit by the experi-
ence of others, nor with but a few who wrote in this
manner. Neither has she had the opportunity to read
more than a few paragraphs written by those called
“ Mediums,” but which she would term pupils in the
school of spiritual life.

Her inquiries after truth have not been of man, nor
from books, but at the footstool of Sovereign Mercy, who
has promised to give wisdom to them that ask. To Him
alone who created mind has she looked for the law con-
trolling these developments, when her senses assured
her the facts developed were not illusions or delusions in
their effects upon the passive hand and teachable mind,
but were traceable to unseen yet real causes, though un-
seen and spiritual. She looked from the effect to the
cause to learn the law producing the effect.

Consequently in her expectation and Ignorance of the
way, she was led on step by step, from the reply given
to one inquiry, to make others, without any premeditated
system (which has occurred to her since she might have
done, and thereby made these extracts more acceptable
to others), until the law controlling the manifestation
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was made manifest, by tracing effect to cause, and cause
to effect, which divested the subject of much of the
mysterious and miraculous appearance it at first assumed
and planted it upon a common sense, practical, Biblical
basis, a firm rock where truth might stand and be strip-
ped of its false covering, which both its advocates and
opposers had clothed it with, and the world be benefitted
by its developments.

The above paragraph accounts for the abrupt intro-
duction of subjects, as well as the frequent repetition of
the same sentiment. It is attributable to her abrupt in-
quiries and slowness to comprehend things written, doubts
and cavilings, which not only interrupted the flow of
thought, but oft obscured its sense. This the writer re-
grets, and did at the time. Her natural importunate de-
sire (which, by the by, had to be crucified) to know all
the whys and wherefores, before she acted or believed,
has often marred the connection and clearness of the
subjects.

It is impossible for her now to amend this defect in
these pages, or to change the peculiar style and brevity
of stating facts, “ Teaching like one having authority.”
The defects in the style and diction are apparent to the
writer, and have caused her much perplexity of thought
why the style and diction were not as perfect and pure
as the truth and the source from which it emanates, un-
til she settled the point. Her uncultivated powers were,
in a way unknown to herself, the cause of this defect,
and would yet be accounted for philosophically when the
hidden law of mind was better understood. The mind
while engaged in this operation of receiving communi-
cations, apparently makes no more effort in composing
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and in originating ideas, than one does when he listens
with such fixed attention to another, as to forget himself
in the new and important thoughts suggested by the
speaker. And surely the listener could not claim to
originate the ideas because adapted to his comprehension.
And the attempt to compose or originate sentences after
this sort, without premeditation or purpose, soon convinced
the writer that such random thoughts of the intellect
would distract and bewilder the mind, instead of quieting,
instructing and leading it on as the child is led, step
by step into new regions of thought and to new scenes
'of contemplation, without any further effort than to fol-
low and walk with the guiding hand.

She is also aware that this volume is but the strip-
ling David when compared to other published works, or
the Goliaths of talent, that have taken the field, both for
and against this disputed subject. Yet she solicits a place
in the background as a silent observer to send forth these
thoughts and suggestions” as given to her, clad with its
own plain, unadorned, matter-of-fact garb, and if called
out to battle with the defiers of its faith, she fears not
but its well-balanced zeal may be able to war a good war-
fare, and bear off at last the standard arms of its oppo-
sers, as trophies of its victory, into the audience chamber
of the King of kings, who she trusts sent it forth, since
truth is “mighty in pulling down strongholds.”

That the true key of knowledge has been given which
unlocks the door to the hidden law of mind, as well as
to the mysterious manifestations now before the world,
and will bring to light eventually from this mine, impor-
tant concealed treasures hitherto unknown, she has not
a shadow of a doubt. To her vision the hidden laws of
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the human mind are beginning to be unfolded, that we
may know more of the law of spiritual life, in what its
safety and dangers consist, its blessings and its penalties.
Vast as are the capacities and capabilities of the human
soul, the same fixed and unbending law that develops
the affectional powers of the infant mind, and fixes its
destiny, controls also and holds accountable the high-
est created intelligence in the universe of worlds. All
are subjects of the same spiritual law, and bear the im-
press of the great first Cause, who is the model law and
architect of mind, the originator of spiritual life. This
key has served the purpose in part for which it was given
to her mind, consequently she considers it belongs no
longer exclusively to herself, nor to the spiritual develop-
ments of the age, but to every being clothed with mind.

Should this book effect the object designed, that is, to
throw light upon the subject treated, and aid the honest
inquirer after spiritual truth so to die to self as to be de-
livered from this body of death, and seek to be risen with
Christ in newness of life, she would have occasion to re-
joice with exceeding great joy that this cup was ever
put to her lips, to drink alone amid the jeers and contempt,
censure and condemnation of many.
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NOTE EXPLANATORY OF DRAWING FIRST.

IN March, 1852, when the writer was caviling as to whether this manifestation
was really the influence of another mind upon her own, or whether it was the un-
known operations of her own mind acting upon things once known and forgotten
and now developed in this manner, she was directed to make such figures or lines
as the hand was influenced to make, independent of the knowledge of the mind, to
give her such additional proof that it was not some secret and hidden operation of
her mind or memory, but that the instruction given was designed to illustrate im-
portant spiritual truth in agreement with the Word of God.

She commenced, as before, by placing the pencil in the center of the drawing-
sheet, when in perhaps an hour’s time, in the presence of a friend, the opposite
sketch was given. When completed, she was wholly at a loss to know what it
meant. Her husband coming in at the time, asked for an explanation, which she
could not give until it was explained by the writing which accompanies the
drawing.

In December last, when she was directed to copy the drawing for this volume
on a smaller scale —not having written for a long time with the influence upon the
hand — she took the original copy and placed it before her, with a measuring rule
to get as exact a copy as possible in a smaller compass. After spending some
little time in the effort without success, it was suggested, Why not trust the same
influence to draw it as at first? as she found it so difficult to draw it by measuring
with the rule. She at once placed the hand passively on the paper, and with a
degree of surprise (after all that she had witnessed of this mysterious unseen
power), to find such rbadiness and exactness to execute with the passive hand,
what she with the helps referred to had failed to do. Parts of it were drawn with
the eyes closed, especially the outer swecping circles, which reassured herself the
agency was not the illusion of her own mind. The whole was drawn the same as
before, with a little addition, viz., the lines representing the love of self, the lust
of the flesh, and the pride of life. The written explanations were given then as
before in the original sketch.

The writer has no apology to make for stating simply and truthfully these mys-
terious operations. Facts are stubborn things. Skepticism, derision, or unbelief,
can not annihilate truth. ¢¢Though it fall, it shall rise again.”
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PART FIRST.

AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL.

CHAPTER I.

THOUGHTS AND SUGGESTIONS ON SPIRITUAL MANIFESTATIONS.

THE writer, at the beginning of her experience, as
portrayed in this volume, seemed to herself to be led “in
a way she had not known,” and she was therefore ex-
ceedingly anxious to understand the nature of that expe-
rience. As she had been brought into this way without
seeking it, according to her belief, by patiently and con-
fidingly waiting upon the Lord, she expected direction,
so she now sought unto that same source of light and
truth for knowledge upon this point; and the first eight
chapters of the work, which constitute the first part, are
mainly autobiographical, the matter being taken from
that portion of her journal which records her inquiries
and the answers given, respecting the origin, character,
and general scope of this mode of receiving truth and
light from God.

April, 1852. — 1. Ques. How is the hand influenced
to write, by what power, while the brain is unconscious
of what is to be written, or sketched ?

1
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Ans. Through the motive power of spirit upon the

nervous system.
Ques. What is meant by motive power of spirit ?

Ans. The force of organic life.

Ques. Well, what is organic life ?

Ans. Tt is the connecting link between spirit and mat-
ter, and the channel of spiritual operation between the
body and spirit, as well as between spirit and spirit.

Ques. Is this manifestation, then, supernatural, as
many suppose ?

Ans. 1t is supernatural, or above the laws of nature
which govern the physical universe; but not above the
natural laws which control spiritual life.

God governs the worlds of creation, as well as man
the work of his hands, by fixed laws. These laws are
natural, because adapted to the organization of each;
yet spirit is above matter, as God is above his works.

There is a law governing mind as well as matter.

This spiritual law emanates from the concentrated
-excellencies of the Divine moral nature, necessarily sub-
jecting every created intelligence in the wide universe of
God, whether angels or men, to its obedience or penalty.

‘This divine law is based upon the moral integrity of
God, therefore is unchangeable ; governing with the same
unbending power, as when men and angels were sinless.
No other code could possibly have been transmitted from
the concrete perfections of the Divine nature to man
ereated in his image. ‘

Ques. What is the design of God in this manifestation
to the world ?

Ans. To teach men the affinity existing between the
spiritual and material worlds. The law of spiritual at-
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traction, of both good and evil, existing between minds
in the body and spirits invisible to man, is one import-
ant feature in the spiritual developments of the present
day.

To show more tangibly that man’s choice of good and
evil fixes his destiny, and the power of his volition and
faith to resist and break every snare of evil, independ-
ent of his fallen nature and surrounding circumstances.

This manifestation is designed to show the world of
mankind what they are; in how many ways they are in
league with Satan, he operating by them, and in them
through the spirit of selfishness. And what the world
may become by faith and holiness, if they will obey the
spiritual law of life.

These tangible demonstrations, in one form or other
of the presence of unseen spiritual agencies of both good
and evil, will be made to the whole world, each proving
their source by the nature of the communication received.
What is from God harmonizes with the doctrines of his
Word. The new truths brought to light by the teach-
ings of the Holy Spirit, and based upon the Word of his law
and faith, is the engrafted Word which is able to save the
soul, because grafted into the old stock, which bears the
same fruit with the branch.”The Spirit and the Word
agree.”

Ques. Can all persons write under this influence of
the motive power of spirit ?

Ans. Yes. But the spirit of self which is the only
inherent depravity of the human soul, will greatly mar
the work, by attracting evil influences from the spirit
world, like itself. When self is slain, this gift or power:
which belongs to the law of spiritual life, may become a
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channel of great good to the soul. If selfis not crucified
and the soul purified from all sin, like all other perverted
gifts, it becomes to him a source of evil, he can reap no
profit from it. The corrupt fountains will send forth their
bitter waters. A

Ques. If the soul desires to be rightly led, will not
that good desire protect him from evil influences ?

Ans. No. Good desires cannot save the soul from the
power of evil; it must, from choice, part with all evil, and
resist it continually. Faith and purity are the channels
of truth; self and sin of error.

Ques. How is it with the writings of those who have
received justifying grace, yet are not saved to the utter-
most from all sin.

Ans. Each individual will find his spiritual state por-
trayed by the nature of the writings he gets, taking the
Word for his standard. The evil heart of unbelief in
God’s Word, will get corresponding doctrines : Thou shalt
not surely die, the primeval doctrine of the source of self
and sin. The believer not wholly sanctified will get
writings true and false, because his state is a mixed one.
The selfish, carnal mind attracts evil and repels good.

When faith and holiness predominate, and possess the
soul entire, good is attracted and truth is communicated.
Then this manifestation becomes a channel of intercourse
between man and angels and God, leading him in ways
of pleasantness and paths of peace.

When the dynamic power of spiritual communica-
tions is better understood, it will show the combined wis-
dom and goodness of God towards the world he died to
redeem. Then the chaff will be separated from the
wheat, error from truth, light from darkness.
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Ques. How are the powers of the mind used in the
writings ?

Ans. The mind does not dictate, yet the powers of
the mind are used as the channel or medium for the high-
er spiritual force or power to work through when pre-
pared. _

Ques. Will this be illustrated to my mind ?

Ans. Your powers of body and mind are the machine.
The motive power of spiritual influence puts the machine
in motion.

Ques. Why, then, if the mind is like a machine, is a
preparation necessary ?

Ans. The machinery for fabrics, differs from the ma-
chinery for telescopic discovery.

Ques. Will this be explained, how this can be applied
to the mind of a medium ?

Ans. The one illustrates the selfish heart as a chan-
nel, the other that heart purified and prepared to view
things above, in the heavens, through the agency of the
Holy Spirit.

The reliable writer must be holy; the heart must be
cleansed from all the dross of self. Christ, the fountain
of life, must abide by living faith in the soul, inspiring
all the thoughts, controlling the will. This state attracts
all good influences and repels evil, and enables the writer
to resist not only his own foes, but the evil influences
which would act upon the passive writer,— which the
minds of others attract who seek direction or spiritual
instruction through this channel from curious or selfish
motives. Strive to become a workman that needeth not
to be ashamed.

Ques. Is my heart still selfish ?
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Ans. Yes. In some things you have a will; if that
will is crossed, you feel grieved; self is disappointed.

Ques. Can I ever rise superior to this feeling in this
world ?

Ans. Yes; lie as clay in the hands of the potter; be
as willing to be brought low as exalted, if that most pro-
motes the cause of truth, The spirit of self must die
before you can write reliably for others. Fixed laws
govern this manifestation. Keep this in mind, give up
the past, let it all go, and obey the laws of spiritual life
—all will be well.

Ques. 1 wish to inquire more about this force or mo-
tive power, which moves the hand to write. What causes
the painful sensation in the arm, as soon as I'think of
writing ?

Ans. The effect of force upon the nervous system suf-
ficient to control the hand, mingling with the nervous
fluid of the system; because volition is suspended, a
power sufficient or equal to volition must be employed
to control the hand. This foreign force or power gives
a painful sensation to the peculiarly sensitive nerves,
especially if the nerves are suffering from physical
causes.

Ques. How is this foreign influence subject to the
will, or in other words, how is it, that the hand is influ-
enced whenever the person wishes to write ?

Ans. The influence is ever present with you, and
readily obeys your slightest wish.

Ques. Is this influence spontaneous in the natural
world, or does it come to man through special agencies
appointed of God ?

Ans. Tt is the connecting link between matter and
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spirit, as well as between spirit and spirit. Knowledge
is transmitted from the wise to the unwise in spiritual
things as in earthly. Earth is the shadow of heaven in
many things.

Ques. Does not God directly dwell in the holy soul,
and direct the mind, independent of angelic or other
agencies ?

Ans. Christ is the true bread of life to every believ-
ing soul. This life of Christ in the soul attracts all holy
influences to itself, and brings the recipient of God’s
grace into fellowship with the saints of light.

Ques. How is it that evil influences, as well as good,
control the hand, if this manifestation is from God ?

Ans. Evil is subversive of good. Man’s evil, immo-
ral state, naturally attracts evil influences to itself. The
affinity, when once formed, is stronger than the human
will. Therefore Paul said, “when I would do good,
evil is present with me.” Nothing but Almighty power
can deliver the soul from this evil, after the mind has
willingly yielded to sin and thereby attracted evil. ~Self
is Satan’s stronghold. Resist the devil; pray, deliver
me from evil, as Jesus taught.

Ques. If these manifestations are from God, why is
Satan permitted to take the lead in their developments?

Ans. There is more evil than good in the world to
impress the mind with the truth of evil influences unseen,
acting in unison with the evil indulged in by man; ne-
cessarily this must be made manifest by wicked men, ac-
cording to the Word of God. A pure fountain can not
send forth bitter water.

The good physician seemingly aggravates disease
by using means to develop what is intricate, before he
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can apply the remedy or convince the patient he is so
diseased. So in this, man must see and realize his dan-
ger, before he will cry, deliver me from evil. Evil never
works a cure, but feels the need of a remedy. Say not
let us do evil that good may come. The true light makes
darkness more manifest.

The manifestation of evil is not so much to point the
way to heaven, as to expose the concealed road to hell.
The Bible teaches the way of the Lord perfectly, in re-
deeming souls, yet obscurely in his permissive provi-
dence, while these manifestations more fully develop
the ways of evil, which bring suffering to man, that
man may forsake self and sin, and trust in God.

When this truth fastens upon the mind, that the per-
missive providences of God, which appear so mysterious
to man, are only the will of God developed in protecting
the moral agency of beings whom he made in his own
image, and that he holds them responsible in consequence
of this, for their acts—not that God approves or sanctions
evil, but protects man’s free-agency as a moral being —
when this conviction is deeply inwrought in the soul,
that God wills not what he permits; that this permission
is the necessary result of free agency, it will bring to its
aid Bible truth on the offices of the Holy Spirit to help
man’s infirmities. The truth of God will take deeper
root in honest hearts. Then the Spirit, which is the
promised teacher and comforter of the people of God,
will lead the soul into all truth, and show them things
to come. “Then shall Zion arise and put on her beau-
tiful garments of salvation; her light shall break forth
as brightness, her salvation as a lamp that burneth.”

Ques. What reply shall be made to individuals when
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they say, there is no necessity for, or good to be derived
from, these additional manifestations, as we already have
the Word of God and the Holy Spirit to lead the.church ?

Ans. Has not God, in every age of the world, suited
the developments of his will to men according to their
ability to receive and obey? Ask why the giving of the
law by Moses preceded the giving of the Gospel by Christ
and the Apostles; then you will have the reason why
the fullness of the Gospel dispensation should succeed
the beginning of the revelation of the Gospel to man,
which was good news, and glad tidings of great joy.

Ques. WIill the writings of those instigated by Satan,
be received by the world ?

Ans. There is, in the natural heart, a reservoir for
evil; unchecked by the spirit of love and truth, it would
subvert and corrupt many minds from the simplicity of
a life of faith in Christ.

Ques. Will my writing have that tendency ?

Ans. Truth and error produce opposite effects. Truth
cleanses the reservoir of the carnal mind, and makes it
the well-spring of life, teaching the lips knowledge.

Ques. Is it my duty, or will it be required of me to
write reprovingly again to others under this influence ?
I wish my faults corrected, yet I shrink from reproving
others.

Ans. Your first inquiry should be, how can my powers
and faculties of soul and body be best made a channel of
spiritual good to others, rather than to please self and
friends.

Ques. My reply would be, let me serve God. Ans—
Then follow, follow Jesus whithersoever he goeth. He

was crucified between thieves. You know the voice of
2
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the Shepherd — listen. His voice is the still, small voice
of love, lowliness, meekness, patience, forbearance. The
voice proclaiming, love not the world, neither the things
of the world. He that honoreth me, him will I honor.
Listen to the voice of the good shepherd. Seek from
him, in silent communings, your duty. The Spirit teach-
eth the way to everlasting life. The promise is sure to
such as believe and obey.

Ques. Should one continue to write, unless all that is
written is reliable ?

Ans. Cease from self and error, give place to truth.
The reliable workman must be holy.

Ques. How can I become so?

Ans. The Holy Spirit sanctifies.

Ques. What do I need to bring me into that state ?

Ans. The full baptism of the Holy Ghost.

Ques. In what does this baptism consist ?

Ans. The entire death of the carnal mind. The de-
scent of the Spirit, filling the soul’s capacity with the
love of God. _

Ques. Why will the Lord not give me that baptism
now ? I earnestly desire it.

Ans. You desire it, yet you shrink from the baptismal
flame of suffering. You want this and that friend to
lean upon. Naked and alone you must stand the refin-
ing flame. 'Who can abide the day of his coming? He
is like the refiner’s fire and the fuller’s soap, and
cleanses from all idolatry and household gods.

Ques. What more can I do than I have done ?

Ans. Follow the leadings of the Spirit in this mani-
festation. Die the martyr’s death.

Ques. Do 1 still love self more than God ?
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Ans. No. But you desire to take your friends and
good name along with you, in serving God.

Ques. Is that wrong, to desire to be justly appre-
ciated ?

Ans. Seek not the honor that comes from man; but
with a single eye trust in God for all you need, in time
and eternity. The day of thy life is far spent. That
thou doest, do quickly.

The crown is for the victor. The path of duty is
the path of safety. So fight that you may obtain.

May 20, 18562.—1II. Ques. I ask in deep affliction,
Is there any instruction for me this morning ?

Ans. Yes. The sayings of others must not trouble
you; leaveitall to God. Trust in God to lead the mind,
as well as to heal the body. He will do both.

Ques. What shall I say to those who call this delusion,
and the work of Satan, and sinful for a Christian to follow ?

Ans. Remember what Christ said to Peter. What
God has sanctified and cleansed, call not thou common
or unclean.

Reason forbids the conclusion that the Lord has left
his children to be deceived, or led by Satan, the enemy
of God and man, when they seek to be led by God. The
only way that Satan can be overcome, is by faith and
prayer; through the power of the Holy Sanctifier, Son
of God, Redeemer of the world.

Bring all your offerings to God ; he will receive them,
and give you himself in return. Soon you will be pre-
pared to write in all safety for the good of the world.
The Lord will make your enemies to be at peace with
you. You will triumph in God, the rock of your salva-
tion.
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God turns and overturns Satan’s devices, and delivers
his people. When the wicked least expect it, their plans
are overthrown.

June, 1852.— III. Ques. Am Irequired to write for my
own benefit solely ?

Ans. Some have been benefited already. When you
are prepared, more will be.

Ques. What preparation is now necessary ?

Ans. The baptismal flame must consume all dross.

Ques. Can I do any thing to hasten the work ?

Ans. Patiently endure every thing that comes. The
time is short before your deliverance will be wrought.

Ques. Am I now bearing all in a right spirit ?

Ans.. When you do, your sorrows will end. Learn
this is the law of life in God, given to man. Then the
soul will be risen with Christ— your days of mourning
will be ended.

June, 1862. — IV. Ques. Is there any thing for ?

Ans. No. He must not expect through this source
further direction. He secretly rejects this influence as
from God, when his wishes and selfish desires are crossed.
So let him act upon his own judgment, which he regards
as more safe than to be led by the Spirit of Truth, speak-
ing to his heart. The belief of the overruling hand of
God in his changes, would greatly relieve his anxious
mind. Now he can not forecast, with any certainty, tem-
poral or spiritual matters. God feeds the sparrow; es-
pecially the righteous, who trust in him, will he lead in
the right way.

The safety of man depends upon his obedience to
accompany his reliance on God to lead him. The trust
of working or believing faith is the soul’s rest. Faith is
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the power that prevails. Trust is the anchor of hope,
which holds the vessel to its fastenings, on the Rock
Christ Jesus. Faith brings the blessing, trust retains it.

July, 18562. — V. Ques. Dear Lord and Saviour, wilt
thou teach me this morning, through. this manifestation
of the Spirit, the way more clearly ?

Ans. Though I hide my face for a little moment, yet,
in everlasting kindness will I gather you.

Ques. Are the views I expressed to
upon this subject ?

Ans. Partly true, and partly not.

Ques. What is true?

Ans. The necessity of the medium being holy. The
dynamic force of spiritual manifestations is not yet un-
derstood. The laws of attraction in nature, are emblem-
atic of spiritual affinities, and are true in matter and
spirit, as human experience can testify. Yet the great
power of spiritual attraction, whether good or evil, over
the passive hand and will, is a mystery the world is slow
to receive, and the law remains yet to be disclosed. Be
careful of theories; let facts demonstrate truths.

Ques. Will the Lord keep me from error, and guide
me in this mysterious work ?

Ans. In due time, you shall write in the knowledge
of the heavenly, the things pertaining to godliness.

Ques. Who will teach me?

Ans. The Spirit of truth. He that winneth souls is
wise. Work for God.

Ques. May I be taught things concerning my own
state?

Ans. Yes.

Ques. Is my heart now separated from creature idols ?

correct,
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Ans. The buyers and sellers are cast out. But watch,
Satan seeks to devour.

Ques. When shall T write ?

Ans. Write when the mind is drawn to the work in
sweetness of spirit, without anxiety.

Ques. Will Satan have power to draw me to write
when I should not ?

Ans. The evil influences, when evil spirits tempt you
to write, come only when unbelief, or something wrong
is indulged in the heart. Then resist. ¢ Prove your
own selves.”

Ques. Do I draw evil influences, when I think wrong
or uncharitably upon any subject ?

Ans. Yes. All unbelief against God’s Word and
promise to guide, forgive, protect, deliver, and save, is
sin. To despond is sin; to think uncharitably of God is
sin. Walk by faith as did Abraham. When instruction
into the future is given, of duty, as it was to Abraham,
believe and obey as he did, nothing doubting.

Ques. Are Christians now taught as he was by God,
both spiritual and temporal things?

Ans. Yes. When God sees best for the good of souls.
Man’s probationary life is a state of faith. Manis capable
of great improvement in his mental and spiritual powers
in the walk of faith. Each power and faculty should be a
channel for spiritual communication from God to his soul ;
also a channel of good to others for Christ’s sake.

God may speak to the soul direct by his Spirit, or by
the instrumentality of angels and men, through the chan-
nels of the senses. Let the soul leave the manner to
God to direct.

Have faith in God; trust him to lead and guide the
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soul. He will separate the evil from the good, as the
husbandman separates the chaff from the wheat.

Faith is godlike in its nature. This gift God gave
man. It is an element inherent in the nature of the Su-
preme Being; uncreated therefore, undying in its nature,
unlimited in its power, it cancels sin, sustains in suffer-
ings, removes mountains of difficulties, moves the hand
of God to open the storehouse of his treasures to his chil-
dren’s necessities; it makes manifest the secrets of God.

Faith in God is the vital breath of love. You can not
love God without faith in him as your Creator and Re-
deemer. You can not love man, without faith in his
truth. It is upon the same principle or law of mind
man is required to love God, that he loves his friend.

Faith is the substance which dispels the shadow of
uncertainty, by bringing God into the soul of all his
promises.

The precious promises are soulless to unbelief, and
mere mockeries of man’s helpless condition. Faith
brings God into his promises; then man lives not by
bread alone, but by every word of God. God speaks in
the works of creation to man; he speaks in his provi-
dences, as well as his written Word. The pure in heart
see God in all.his works and ways to the children of men.
There is a deep, significant meaning in these words of
the Lord : “Shall I do this thing, and not show it to my
servant Abraham ?” which you will comprehend, in pro-
portion as you understandingly obey the voice of truth.

Ques. If the powers of my mind are used, why can
I not command the words in which instruction is given,
as though it were my own, when I attempt to repeat it
to others ?
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Ans. Tt is the truth which is to be written upon the
heart. The letter killeth and cumbers the mind, while
the Spirit gives life and lets the soul go free.

This fulfills the promise made through the prophets
and apostles :

“I will make a new covenant with my people after
those days. I will put my law in their inward parts,
and write it in their hearts. And I will be to them
God, and they shall be to me a people.”

“Then one shall not say to another, know ye the
Lord, for all shall know me, from the least to the great-
est.”

The old covenant of works is ready to vanish away,
while the new covenant written in the heart, in the
inner man, is renewed day by day.

“ When the Spirit of Truth is come, he will lead you
into all truth, and show you things to come.” ¢ But ye
have an unction from the Holy One, and knoweth all
things.”

“I have not written unto you because ye know not
the truth, and that no lie is of the truth.” Said the
Spirit of Inspiration, ¢ Who is a liar, but he that denieth
that Jesus is the Christ. He is antichrist that denieth
the Father and the Son.”

“But the anointing which ye have received of him,
abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you;
but as the same anointing, teacheth you of all things,
and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught
you, ye shall abide in him.”

Aug, 1852. — VI. Ques. My friend says the writings
savor of my own style. The expressions are common-
place, and not beyond any ordinary capacity to dictate.
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Ans. Those forms of expression are chosen by the
Great Teacher, from your storehouse of knowledge, which
will most readily convey truth to your mind. Such ex-
pressions are used as all minds are familiar with. Christ,
in his teachings, took from every-day life, subjects with
which the people were familiar, and used their own laws
and customs and criticisms to instruct their faith and
reprove their unbelief. He came down to man’s capaci-
ties, and assumed their form.

By symbol and parable he taught divine and spiritual
truths. His simplicity gave offense, because he came not
in the wisdom of man’s words to set up his spiritual reign.

Tongues are nothing, for they shall cease ; knowledge
vanish away; prophesies shall fail. But faith, hope, love,
charity, abideth.

But the greatest of these is charity. Charity is the
box of truth, and truth is the gem you seek. Now hence-
forth, feel no more desire to have instruction clothed in lan-
guage superior to what mortals can command, for this
would not convince the skeptic. When Christ spake as
never man spake, the people said of him, he hath a devil.

Aug., 1852.—VIL I tremble in view of the high
stand and source these teachings assume. My Chris-
tian friends now call me presumptuous and wicked, for
presuming to think the Lord will control the hand, instead
of departed friends.

Ques. What can I say to make others believe it is ouxs
privilege to be taught of the Holy Spirit in this manner
of the Spirit’s operation, as well as in prayer and medite~
tion ?

Ans. This testimony of the Spirit will accompany
what is written to all who will receive it. It shall be

3
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written upon their hearts, and in their minds. The di-
versity of the Spirit’s operations are channels of wealth
to the soul. Such shall know of the doctrine, such shall
feel it is truth, and the truth shall make them free.

This is the victory truth shall gain over error, and
by the word of their testimony. The truth shall pre-
vail. Here is the work of the Spirit in writing his law
upon the mind, instead of upon tables of stone, as the
Spirit which was in the Prophets and Apostles did signify
or teach. Christ is the bridegroom of the Church. For
he hath said, I am married unto you; thy Maker is thy
husband.

Look within for the kingdom. The kingdom of heav-
en is within you, as Jesus taught. If the kingdom is with-
in, the King is'there also; if the King, the royal treasures
are in the kingdom, the robes of righteousness, the
wedding garment, with which to clothe his guests. There
the royal banquets are held in his own kingdom. There
the feast of love, the triumphs of victory will be celebra-
ted. Then Christ will be risen in all hearts, then will
individuals learn what is the rest prepared for those that
love God. The stone which was cut out of the mountain
without hands, shall fill the whole earth, or the individ-
ual heart. These individual kingdoms compose the uni-
versal kingdom of the saints of the Most High, in the
Jerusalem above, as individuals compose communities on
earth.

He that overcometh shall have a white stone, and in
the stone a new name, which none can read but he that
receiveth it.  This stone signifies Christ risen in the soul,
which is to increase and fill the whole soul. The new
name is the new covenant of love written in their hearts
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and minds, to signify they were the true sons of God who
were led by the Spirit, in the midst of this unbelieving
and perverse nation.

I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be
clean. I will cleanse you from all filthiness of the flesh
and spirit, that is, the spirit of self in alliance with evil.
I will put my law of love within you, and write it upon
the table of your hearts. I will be your God, and ye
shall be my people.

Resisting evil, cleaving unto righteousness by the ad-
hesive power of love, as naturally as matter adheres to
particles of matter, to which it is joined by the fixed laws
of the universe. Yea, stronger, for force may separate
bodies in matter united. But the soul risen with Christ,
and abiding in him from consent or choice, neither princi-
palities nor powers, things present or things to come;
neither height nor depth nor any other creature can
separate the soul from Christ.

Thus shall the varied manifestations of the Spirit
prepare the way for Christ to enter the temple of the
heart, as John prepared the way of Christ in the wil-
derness. Such as received John’s testimony, were pre-
pared to receive Christ’s teachings.

Such as receive this truth of the Spirit’s teachings,
as it is their privilege and duty, and seek to be led by
the Spirit of Truth, will find they seek not in vain.

¢ Let him that lacketh wisdom ask of God, who giv-
eth to all men liberally and upbraideth not, and it shall
be given him.” He that closes his eye to facts, because
enveloped in mystery, obeys not this injunction, to
ask of God. He leans to his own understanding, instead
of seeking wisdom from the Lord.
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CHAPTER II.

ANGELIC INFLUENCE.

Sep., 18562.— 1. Now let us retrospect the past, and
we will show you how merciful and long-suffering have
been the ways of the Lord towards you.

Again, recall thy renewed conversation made Aug.
10, 1849, after the decease of a loved one. Then thou
didst say, all my affections I give to thee; my life, my
health, my reputation, my ease, my all in all, for God
and to God. The exchange was made. God gave you
himself, and then gave you to the world to develop
through you his good-will to man in the truth of angelic
ministrations.

God took a part of thy consecrated affections, and in
an hour of deep affliction, in the developments of his
providence, gradually entwined them around the truth
of angelic ministrations. When the desire and expecta-
tion of life was cut off by the rapid progress of disease,
and you placed among strangers, without the assiduity
and sympathy of anxious friends to draw your mind
earthward ; shut in from the world, the sick-room be-
came to you the observatory of the secret workings of
the human soul, and of the machinations of Satan in de-
stroying man. Then the guardian care of angels also
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over man, broke in upon your mental vision like a glori-
ous reality. You were then taught many precious truths,
through the agency of angelic ministrations, never be-
fore conceived of by you as possible. Yet you doubted
and feared at every turn, and often repelled holy influen-
ces from you, by fearing delusion. You feared to believe
(lest you should be uncharitable) the disclosures made to
you through angelic ministrations, of the secret sins of
others, that you might do them good. How often you
have grieved the Spirit by your unwillingness to bear
this cross, to pluck souls as brands from the burning,
who might have been startled from their dreamy state, by
the exposure to them of their heart-sins, and idolatries.

The instruction given you, and the interest and sym-
pathy manifested by them in temporal as well as spiritu-
al things for the good of man, was also often questioned
and rejected as well as partially received.

When you did act up to the light you had, and com-
municated to the individuals concerned the disclosures
given, and heard their concession of its truth, afterward
you suffered Satan to come in like a flood and destroy
your peace through fearfulness and unbelief of its source,
which prevented further developments of their delight to
minister unseen to man.

How often have you been so convinced of this truth,
you have said I will yield to these sweet influences and
copy their example, and do the will of the Lord on earth,
as fearlessly as angels do in heaven. Again when some
cross was presented self did not love, you shrunk from
duty, and if driven out by the Spirit, you obeyed so re-
luctantly, from necessity rather than choice, you lost your
reward. While you would embrace the cross of ordinary
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duties with cheerfulness, yet you loved not to be known
as being identified with these mental exercises, until their
truth was verified to other minds. The cross was new
and strange, and unlovely to the mixed state of mind,
where the spirit of self is cherished. The Lord pitied
your infirmities, and raised up such friends as he saw
you needed to strengthen your faith and hold you on
your way. Now because of the misapprehensions of the
truth by some, and the rejection of it by others, you are
praying to die to these manifestations, and to forget all
future good promised, thinking you must now do so, to
die to self, and escape delusion.

Here is your mistake. Self has had nothing to do
with them, only to oppose them. The God of providence
and angels, and the friends given you, have co-operated
to prevent you from taking the work out of God’s hands,
and appropriating it again as before ; according to former
habits of thought, because the way was new to you, you
feared at every step, error and delusion.

When the manifestation assumed the form: of writing,
your ignorance of the law controlling this form of the
manifestation again overwhelmed you; -sincere in the
gift of your affections to God, it was the good pleasure
of the Lord to so discipline your affections in this work,
as to enable him to take possession of your gift.

This could not be, while self was in the affections,
for self can remain where friends are turned out, when
the flesh is overcome, when the world is given up. But
where self is, Satan is not overcome, as Christ overcame
the prince of darkness. Satan in self still tempts, wor-
ries, accuses you, and opposes Christ from taking posses-
sion of your gifts (i. e.), of your entire affections.
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The soul, conscious of surrendering all as far as it
knows to God, wonders at Christ’s delay to accept and
heal. None can be healed but such as will part with self
too, for Christ must heal from the oppression of the Devil,
whose spirit is in alliance with self, and is the last to be
overcome, that the traveler may walk uniformly by faith
with Christ in white. Satan shall not harm you, he may
solicit, but can not tempt or force you into sin. ¢ This is
your victory, even your faith.”

Now self must die; “Let the dead bury their dead.”
Let self in friends bury your dead body of self-love wher-
ever they please, or cast it out, too vile for burial; you
have nothing to do with it. “But follow thou me!”
Jesus said to his disciples, still he says it to thee.

While you keep your gift upon the altar for sacrifice,
in sincerity, you must obey the voice of the Spirit, for
God is in the manifestation to you. God presented it to
you. He called out your affections, your sympathies,
and all circumstances. He laid them in the sick-room,
and developed them as he saw fit without your knowl-
edge or permission of the way you were to be led. He
used them then, and has since, to his own glory, to re-
prove and save from sin.

Be content to be thus singularly led, a messenger for
Christ on earth. Others will follow. “ Who is so dumb
as my messenger, and who so blind as my servant?”-
Both dumb and blind to the calls of self, worldly pru-
dence, worldly policy, worldly ambition.

Delight to be active in the will of God on earth, as
angels are in heaven. Could your selfish petitions have
been granted, to have the past obliterated from mind and
memory, and you excused from them in future, you
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would have failed to accomplish the work designed for
you to do here, for the glory of God. Pure love is disin-
terested. Think of your Master, who not only was re-
viled by his enemies, but is very often disobeyed, neg-
lected and forgotten, set aside for self and idols, by his
followers. While self is in the heart, friends as well as
enemies will reject these direct teachings, if it expose or
reprove their selfish inclinations, as they have done in
the past. Some will turn your enemy for telling them
the truth. “The servant is not above his Lord.” Christ
said, “I have told you the truth, for which of these say-
ings do ye stone me ?”

There was no self in Christ, yet he was a man of
sorrow and suffering and agony, grief and death. And
still he is crucified afresh, and put to open shame by the
little love and little faith of his followers.

Ques. How can 1 continue to write, when the commu-
nications are so misrepresented as to result in my injury,
although good to others? They have been misrepresent-
ed by some who solicited them, and are used by other in-
dividuals to destroy my reputation and consistency; and
I am called presumptuous and led by Satan (by the good
even), to the dishonor of the cause I love.

Ans. True, truth alone makes free. All did not re-
ceive the truth from the lips of Christ. The loss will
not be yours. To you, dark has been the hour and still
must be. Let the withholding of proper sympathy re-
mind you of the hour when Jesus said, “Could ye not
watch with me one hour ?”  Yet his disciples slept, when
the cup was drank in the garden, and the agony endured
alone. “He said sleep on now and take your rest;” so
may you say. Christ will strengthen you henceforth to
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carry your cross alone. He prayed not to forget his wea-
ried friends, or their welfare who increased his agony.
He endured the suffering, despising the shame, poured
out his life’s blood amid desertion and false accusation.

You can not forget past manifestations, or cast them
from you as unnecessary and dangerous if others do; for
God is in them to you, for time and eternity. But this
you can do, take your suffering, bleeding heart that lies
slain and crushed in the dust, with all these manifesta-
tions, to Jesus. Cast them all into his bosom of love.
Let him do or undo his own work; for what God has
joined together, let no man put asunder. Let Jesus
either strengthen or change these associations as he plea-
ses and when he pleases; leave all with your advocate.
He who suffered for man did not force his salvation upon
man contrary to his choice; so you will not long be re-
quired to bestow your labor of love, where it will not
meet with corresponding sympathy. Your work will
change soon. Will you trust anew your cause with Jesus,
who will not despise the broken and contrite heart, nor
cast it from him, nor before others to be trampled upon by
those who will then turn again and rend you. When one
door is closed against you, another will be opened up into
the narrowest narrow way, if you are faithful, which termi-
nates nearer the throne than the way previously marked,
for it is the martyr’s way.

Consider the way and the desolate traveler, and learn
what may be for thy comfort. This narrowest way is
truly appalling to flesh and blood, without strong faith.
With it, the heart is strong to endure, firm to sustain
the consecrated cross. Without faith the stoutest heart
might weary and sicken. Let us describe it in part.

4
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CHAPTER III.
THE NARROW WAY.

THE traveler’s course was suddenly obstructed. He
was suddenly denounced by all as being deluded and led
by Satan, and severely censured for doing, what a little
time before, they insisted was a duty he owed to God and
man.

He stood amazed at what he heard and saw; he be-
gan to reason, in what does my crime consist? Have
not I earnestly sought to know the will of the Lord?
Have I not reason, too, and just cause for receiving it
from God, from the many incontrovertible proofs given
me? Have not these efforts been blessed to the reclaim-
ing and saving of souls, conscience also bearing me wit-
ness in the Holy Ghost that God requires this work at
my hand ? _

While thus ruminating at the very juncture of the
way, when this traveler most needed,; it would seem, hu-
man sympathy, kindness and encouragement to meet the
trials of the path previously marked out, he was ruth-
lessly stripped of all his props and helps in the seeming
dark way, by the hands of those who had previously
encouraged him to walk in this path ; but now they wrapt
their own reputation snugly in their self-vindicating gar-
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ments, and flung the traveler disdainfully upon the
ground, and trampled upon his reputation, feeling they
were doing God’s service.

Here I beheld an angel band takegip the lonely,
wounded traveler, and consoled him by saying, “Glory
in your infirmities,” self will here be slain. Enter this
narrowest narrow way alone; it terminates nearest the
throne. You need no such garments as those taken
from you—such we call self-righteous garments. This
way is so narrow, and the walls so high on either side,
the traveler who walks this way can wear nothing that
belongs to earth or self. He must carry no burdens.
But before he enters this way, he must cast all into the
sepulcher of Jesus, and become naked, that he may be
clothed with garments of righteousness not his own.
This garment is seamless. Its web is made of agony
and love, its weft is Charity.

The traveler who makes progress in this narrowest
narrow way, must go free from all impediments, that he
may use both hands and feet. With his feet Lie shall tread
upon scorpions and they shall not harm him; with his
hands shall he readily embrace the cross, whether heavy
or light, black or bloody. This way is full of crosses,
large and small, that none but Christ’s free men can
raise. But naked faith, step by step can clear the way,
and remove mountains of darkness and difficulties into
the sea of God's love.

Remember faith is power. It comes by hearing —
hearing by the Word of God. From the knowledge of
God’s faithfulness and love, and mercy and ability to per-
form all that he has promised, the power of faith laughs
at impossibilities, and cries it shall be done.
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Thus the traveler who sees the beginning of this nar-
row walk of faith, must, like Abraham. be sent out
alone. Yet afterwards, when God proved him and tried
him, and found him faithful, He said of him, I know my
servant Abraham, he shall be called the friend of God.
“Ile blessed him and multiplied him and said, thy sced
shall be as the sand of the sea, and as the stars of Licaven
for multitude.”

Notwithstanding this is the way cast up for the re-
deemed of the Lord to walk in, but few dare venture.
If they do venture, many turn back because of the straight-
ness and darkness of the way, choosing sight to faith.
The walls of this way are so high, no light can strike
the path direct to guide the feet, but light falls obliquely
until the step is taken, then light and glory encircles
head and heart.

Another thing I observed; the travelers, who made
progress like Abel, Enoch, Elijjah, Abraham, Moses and
Elias, with many other worthies, felt the way with the
Lieart, grasped the cross and the throne simultancously.
with the trusting, loving heart, and moved onward with
a bold, firm step, “counting Him faithful who hath
promised.”

These travelers I beheld had but one eye. With
that single eye they looked upward continually through
the telescope of faith, which filled the body with light,
instead of their pathway, which must be dark to the
feet of faith.  While the eye of faith, “beholding as in a
glass, darkly,” at first, but eventually, “face to face,”
“the glory of the Lord,” insomuch they cry, stay the
divine glory, until my capacity is enlarged.

The traveler who walks this way, can lean upon but
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one heart, that is, the great heart of Infinite Love. “He
may love many hearts as brethren,” yet he must not lean
upon any other. Then he feels no smitings — Love can
not smite. Love feels no burdens he bears for his be-
loved. How easy to trust a heart you can love — how
easy to love a heart you can trust.

“In the world ye shall have tribulation.” From the
ignorance and darkness of the human heart, it often un-
intentionally pierces and wounds when leaned upon, even
when it would comfort. Not so with the heart that re-
poses in Jesus. “He said I have overcome the world,
in me ye shall have.peace.” The heart that loves and
trusts God, goes to him in every time of need and finds
succor. The heart that trusts in self, or creature loves,
goes to man with complaints. The soul that seeks for
some friend instead of God, into whose bosom he can
pour out his injuries, remains unblest, thus cherishing
his wrongs by repetition and perpetuating them by dwel-
ling upon them.

This state of things may be included among the trib-
ulations ye shall have in the world, which spring out of
human nature as it is. Thus it is written, “ Offenses
will come.” But listen, Christ says, “I have overcome
the world.” He has marked out another path in the
world which leads through the world, and yet is not of the
spirit or love of the world, which if ye will walk in
and abide in, ye shall find rest to your souls. “This is
the victory even your faith.” Whether ignorance or en-
mity prompts unkindness, it is the privilege of the man
of faith to tread upon these scorpions, and his spirit feel
no harm, even when his purest motives suffer.
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MISUNDERSTANDINGS.

These are the scorpions which have stings and shall
slay men. Misunderstandings cause hardness, coldness,
reserve, distrust, finally suspicion of motives of those
professing friendships. When this takes place, what a
nest of vipers suddenly spring up and destroy for ever
Christian love, influence and confidence. Thus the fair
Eden of love is turned into the pandemonium of hell,
often, too, on the very precincts of heaven.

The travelers in this narrow way, covered by the
mantle of Charity and Love, obey the voice which says,
“Be ye kindly affectioned one to another, in brotherly
love, preferring one another.”

This shall be a sign to those that believe, said Christ.
“Behold, I give unto you power to tread upon serpents
and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and
nothing shall by any means hurt you.” “And if you
drink any deadly thing, it shall not harm you.”

In the world, or when you trust in the world, or any
created ignorant being, ¢ Ye shall have tribulation.” ¢ But
be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.” My vic-
tories are your victories, if you by faith lay hold upon
my strength. They that overcome, shall walk with me in
white, that is, in innocency, faith, purity and loving trust.

Now rally all your powers for noble strife with your
mighty foes, defeat the machinations of Satan, which
draw your mind to think and dwell upon the past; nor
fear to trust the convictions of an honest mind, as to
your duty to God and the world. This resistance of
good impulses turns your purchased KEden into the
prison of” sorrow.
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CHAPTER IV.

THE DOCTRINE OF ACCOUNTABILITY.

TurN your thoughts to another subject for a little
moment.

Do you know what that book is which will be open-
ed at the last day to every soul of man?

Listen; every thought, word and act of life is da-
guerreotyped upon space. Its moral character imaged
there, accompanied with the divine approval, or disap-
proval. The good act brings a blessing to the soul — not
the reward; that is laid up to be given hereafter. The
sinful act brings reproof and condemnation —not the pen-
alty; that too, comes after the judgment. The shadow
of God’s displeasure, which stands side by side with sin,
is there daguerreotyped. The spirit may here feel, ac-
cording to the law of influence of spirit upon spirit, the
approval or disapproval of God towards present action.
This may be at once inferred by the soul, if it watches
for the shadow of displeasure or the smile of approval.
How little do mortals realize, the purest and best, where
self is not slain, when they vindicate themselves, how
their account stands on yonder page, inscribed in charac-
ters of living fire; where the motive of each action is
embodied in its true moral character, inscribed by the
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law of nature in imperishable letters, until ¢« The heav-
ens shall be rolled together as a scroll,” to be burned up
with the fervent heat of God’s wrath, in love. Well
might it be said, “The heavens are not pure in his
sight,” and his angels he chargeth with folly.

O, what events are recorded on yonder page of truth,
of man and angel! ¢The heavens are not pure in his
sight!”

Ques. Why ?

Ans. There, in infinite space, stands the fearful record
of man’s life, and shall appear as it is, in judgment,
“ Whether it be good or evil.”

“ Every man’s work shall be made manifest: for the
day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire;
and the fire shall try every man’s work, of what sort
it is.”

After the decisions of this great day, then shall the
vast record be rolled up with the heavens as a scroll and
be burned up; and the righteous shall dwell in the new
earth, his sins being thus separated from him, “As far as
the east is from the west,” and for Christ’s sake shall no
more be brought to mind. While “the wicked shall be
turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God,”
which is the second death.

Ques. Does not repentance blot these fearful records
from the page of this book before the judgment ?

Ans. No. But repentance brings the representation
of God’s forgiveness, which shows to assembled worlds,
then as now, the sinner’s sorrow for sin, and God’s love
and mercy in the plan of redemption.

These truths are plainly taught in God’s Word, as the
fact, but not the manner. Never before were mortals



KEY TO SPIRITUAL LIFE. 33

taught these truths, yet the word of angels is steadfast.
Well might Paul say, in view of the deeds of the law,
no flesh could be justified. O, the value of the redemp-
tion of Christ’s purchased possession! Sell all, child of
sorrow and want, and buy this field, this pearl of great
price. Rejoice in this, that your name is written in the
Lamb’s Book of Life. Do you know what this book is?
Precious, precious treasure! The Book of Life! yea
Life!! bound up in one bundle of love with Christ in
union and harmony with life, with love, life in love,
love in life. Rejoice alway, yea I say rejoice, that your
name is written in the Book of Life.

The covenant of faith made with Abraham, required
of him sacrifices, watchings and sufferings. While yours
is a covenant of death to self, and the gift of your pow-
ers to God. Then the new covenant of love, the white
stone, the new name, the white robe, the bright morning
star, shall dawn upon your soul in the deepest gloom of
your future night of faith.

If this is not sufficient, all heaven shall be yours, if
you will fight the good fight of faith, beat back Satan’s
strongest forces and honor God, yielding your powers to
Him without reserve. “So fight the good fight of faith,
finish your course, and keep the faith.”

These trials have proved you true to God. You
must forget your griefs and wrongs. God and angels are
pleased. You have denied neither, though overwhelmed
and amazed with grief. Your opposers must yet be slain
to self, if saved to the uttermost. The crown of life
shall be given to such as overcome. We have many
things to say unto you, but you can not bear them now.

The higher manifestations, depend upon the strength

5
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of your faith as to the time of their development. The
preparation necessary, is discipline still, varied in forms.
The manifestations are still the cross. The past mani-
festations and the manner they will be repeated and
acted upon, will be the nails and spear to nail you to the
cross. The circumstances of the past will aggravate your
sufferings—the truth will be perverted by both the friends
and enemies of the cross of Christ, which will throw great
contempt upon the advocates of these unfolding myste-
ries based upon the law of mind, through the diversified
ministrations of the Holy Spirit, and the media of angels
sent by God to man.

The Lord will be avenged, for this they shall not pros-
per in their ways; yet you will suffer by it, suffer unjust-
ly, suffer cruelly for the cause of truth. You will be
charged with duplicity, heresy, blasphemy, as regardless
of the most sacred, binding rites of the Christian faith,
because you have been the channel of these spiritual
developments — this shall be your last bitter cross.
Then shall your sorrow on earth for ever end.

Ques. Must I drink of that bitter cup ?

Ans. Not as God’s wish, but Satan has done the deed
through the spirit of sectarianism and pride of opinion
in different minds, without investigation by some, lest
they should be holden by their promises to the Lord to
do what their hearts were not free to do, and by others,
because more evil is, they say, developed in the world
than good, from the present manifestations, not knowing
the spirit of self is the source of attracting evil and that
good lies back of the effects produced, which God de-
signs to make manifest through the special providences
of his grace.
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Ques. What shall I say or do?

Ans. Tt shall be given you in that hour what to say.
You will live to see a table spread in the sight of your
enemies, of which they can not be permitted to eat.

“Tribulation worketh patience, patience experience,
experience hope, hope maketh not ashamed.”

Your faith in angelic ministrations and the Spirit’s
teachings, shall not make you ashamed in the judgment
— neither let the truths taught make you fearful. What
you know not now, you shall know hereafter. Receive
with meekness the engrafted word of the Spirit, that ye
may grow thereby.

What more can you, or any finite mind do, than to
abandon all to God, to be led by the Spirit as he will,
the manner being unknown to all but God. If you be-
lieve the Word of God, you are there promised protec-
tion, and to be led by the Holy Spirit into all truth.
You are not required to give miraculous testimony, or
expect assurances of that kind to convince others, but
rest in God. If you do thus abandon yourself to his
teaching, and do rely upon his Word without wavering, in
small as well as great things, however adverse they may
appear to human probabilities, quietly leave the result
with God : all will be well.

Remember, doubt and fearfulness take the soul back
again to first principles, destroy the foundation of hope
and faith, make the soul unstable as water, vacillating
as the wind, changing with appearances hither and
thither, and resting no where. ¢ These are clouds with-
out water.”

The soul without faith has no rest, is unfit for em-
ployment of any kind in heaven or on earth. Human
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faith is necessary to success in worldly enterprises.
Faith in God is necessary to advancement in spiritual
things. Plant your feet firm upon the rock of faith.
When the winds blow, and the storms assail you, they
shall only fix your feet more firmly upon the immutable
truths of God’s promises. Every succeeding storm will
prove the stability of the foundation; there alone can
the soul find rest. The past revelations of future good
to those who walk uprightly, are sure as the foundations
of heaven and earth. In these the writings correspond
to the teachings of the Word.

The promises in the Bible are all conditional, and
may be both literally and spiritually fulfilled to the man
of faith, if, on his part, the conditions are met. Then,
if it comes not (like faithful Abraham), wait its accom-
plishment, and stagger not at the tarrying or seeming
non-fulfillment. It will come, it will not tarry.

Ques. Can man’s free-agency prevent the fulfillment
of events God has laid in his own wisdom ? Will not the
Lord finally overrule the purposes of man, and bring to
pass just what will be for his own glory and man’s best
good ?

Ans. In many ways the moral agency of man pre-
vents the accomplishment of God’s wise plans.

Repentance enables God, consistently with man’s free-
agency, to overrule disobedience, and finally accomplish
the design of God in part.

@Ques. When one has not intentionally done wrong,
then how does it affect the plans of God ?

Ans. To inconsiderately, or from ignorance, overlook
duty, brings results as disastrous to the fulfillment of
promises, as if the soul intended to do wrong. The
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neglect to know and practice the truth, furnishes no ex-
cuse for the ignorant, however honest. If the man is not
moving in the divine order, he is opposing and prevent-
ing the designs of God as a moral agent. He that gath-
ers not with him, scatters abroad. There is a wide dif-
ference between the permissive and special providences
of God.

What is termed the permissive providences of God,
should be regarded more as the effects of moral agency
(which God will ever protect while he holds man respon-
sible for his acts), than the will or good pleasure of the
Lord, especially if the effects are evil.

Instance: A moral agent from ill will, murders your
friend, fires your dwelling—or from carelessness or ig-
norance, or covetousness, so constructs machinery as to
endanger and destroy life and property, the effect should
be traced to the cause; all these things are prohibited
by the law of love. God does not approve, or sanction,
or second these acts; he hates oppression every where,
yet is morally bound to protect moral agency, which is
the image of God, in which man was first created. He
comes not out against the transgressor to cut him off,
until his cup of iniquity is full, until his race is run,
however devastating his influence. At the same time,
by his special providences, which are based upon the
atonement, God comes to both parties—the injurer
and the injured. The one is condemned, and sorrow of
spirit is added with his fearful success in evil, while the
other is comforted and sustained in spirit. The evil is
overruled for their ultimate and eternal good, by the
ever-watchful eye of God. Eternity, not time, is the
promised place of recompense. Yet the awful deed is
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done, and is irreparable. Effect follows cause. Your
friend is deprived of life, of influence, or of a home, by
the agency of another, who has dared to violate the law
of love. ,

This thwarts the purpose of God in giving life, pos-
sessions, and capabilities for usefulness to the murdered
or injured man.

Again, the calamities which ignorance or neglect bring
upon the community, or upon one individual, brings re-
sults as disastrous to God’s will and pleasure, and the
fulfilling of his wise purposes, as the other, if the same
irredeemable results follow (i. e.), death and destruction.
The only difference between the two is, the sin of inten-
tion to do wrong, lies heaviest upon the perpetrator, while
the sin of the other is in proportion to his opportunity to
know what was right. You see the results to the moral
agent who commits the wrong, either through design or
ignorance, differs, yet is the same in its effect, as to frus-
trating the will of the Lord towards the sufferer.

The calumniator, by destroying the reputation of an
innocent, virtuous man, prevents his usefulness among his
fellow-men, and thwarts the purposes of God towards
him, and through him the world is robbed of a blessing,
by the untimely setting of such moral suns.

Man is highly culpable for his neglect to know and
practice the truth, when his every act affects his own
destiny, and the well-being of the human family, di-
rectly or indirectly, and either honors or dishonors God.

Cause and effect are ordained of God in spiritual life,
as well as in the physical universe. The effect of evil
can only be averted by reformation and obedience.
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CHAPTER V.

LIGHT ON THE NARROW WAY.

Ques. WHY do1 not gain greater victory over my trials?
Why is my mind so held here, when I try to dismiss all?

Ans. Self still breathes, Satan is not steadfastly re-
sisted. This fact portrays your spiritual state. This
should teach you to give up all for Christ. To keep all
upon the altar of sacrifice, includes every thing. Satan
tries to hold your mind to dwell upon the past. Resist
Satan steadfastly, lest he breathe again upon the slain to
self and sin, and they revive. Remember the spiritual law
of life is the same in evil as in good. When the soul obeys
the law of love, it walks not after the flesh but after the
Spirit. Christ breathed upon his disciples, and said receive
the Holy Ghost, and they live the resurrection life of faith.
If the soul neglects to resist Satan’s wiles, /e breathes
upon them the spirit of self and unbelief, sin revives, the
soul dies to good, or as some would term it, backslides.

The abandonment of self includes many things. First,
the thoughts, desires, affections, and all the powers of
soul and body. Your duty is simply to turn away from
all temptation, not to dwell upon any thing but God’s
will to you in present duty. ¢ Sufficient unto the day is
the evil thereof.”
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Ques. Why do I not obtain greater light upon these
mysterious developments?

Ans. Cease from all painful anxiety upon that point;
truth will be developed little by little, as you can digest
it. Let friends say and think as they will. Think it
not strange that God has led you in so trying a path,
just as your sun was about to set, causing you so much
trial, contempt and suffering, involving you deeper and
deeper in mystery, instead of vindicating and delivering
you at once. ¢All things shall work together for good
to them that love God.”

Your dark walk of faith, if you finally overcome
Satan’s forces against you, will be the brightest star in
your crown of rejoicing. The reward will hereafter a
thousand times overbalance the satisfaction you would
have here enjoyed, without this trial of your faith and
patience. Look back, see that already, before this cup.
was given you, you have been tried upon almost every
point to which human life is incident, to crucify you
to the world, and make you a partaker of His holiness.
Whom He loveth He chasteneth, if they will not otherwise
part with their idols. The wind has always been “tem-
pered to the shorn lamb.” This is your last severe trial.
When you have overcome this and feel willing to follow
Christ through evil report as well as good, and glory in
your humiliation and desertion of all but God, then the
trials which will follow will be borne in patient sub-
mission.

The conflict will be ended — the victory will be won
through the blood of the Lamb. God will be honored
and the power of the Son be manifest in you, if you over-
come the world, the flesh, and the devil. There will be
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greater joy in heaven among the saints and angel throng,
if you, a child of sorrow, in affliction, in weakness and
without human consolation and encouragement (such as
others have), resist steadfastly Satan’s fiery darts, and
endure the opposition of the world to this mysterious
manner of the Spirit’s work assigned you, in bringing be-
fore the world in this light the Bible truth of Angelic
Ministrations, the offices of the Holy Spirit and the death
of self. The baptism of the believer into Christ’s death,
the renewal and restoration of the human powers into
the name and nature of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
That mind, when passively yielded, may be led by the
Holy Spirit into all truth.

If you presevere in the narrowest narrow way from
choice, you will reap an hundred-fold in this life, and in
the world to come life everlasting.

Ques. How may I know, these promises will be ful-
filled ?

Ans. The suggestions of the Holy Spirit are as infal-
lible as His word —if obeyed in faith are as sure of ful-
fillment as the Bible promises.

I have told you, said Jesus, that when it comes to
pass ye might believe.

Ques. Am I not liable to be deceived by the sug-
gestions of Satan, or my own mind instead of the Spirit ?

Ans. Not deceived, if you try the spirits.

Ques. By what standard may I know the Spirit’s
teachings ?

Ans. The Holy Spirit originates holy desires to pro-
mote the glory of God, to the utter nothingness of self,
and is always accompanied by faith in God. To the eye
of sense, the work of the Spirit is always mysterious,
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beyond nature and above nature —that is the reason the
aid of the Spirit is promised to man, to do for man what
man can not do for himself. If the soul could please God
in his fallen condition without the Spirit helping his in-
firmities, the Holy Spirit would never have been given,
for God never performs a superfluous act of any kind.
The Spirit’s operation is mainly upon the heart, influenc-
ing it through the affections, the will and the under-
standing. The earnest of the Spirit, is present faith in
the things presented, and a desire to possess them, be-
cause God wills it.

The faith of assurance is a satisfactory rest the mind
realizes in expecting the things promised, with patience
accompanying it, to wait God’s time for its fulfillment,
as the best time. The spirit, the heart, the mind, are
terms used in Scripture to signify the individual trinity
of man, while the living soul signifies the whole man
entire.

-

This figure represents the circle of time and eternity.
How valueless will be the opinions of men whenyoustep
from the circle of time into eternity.

Soon the hand that traces these lines will be cold in
death. Those eyes will weep no more. Your throbbing
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head and aching heart will be hushed in the silence of
death.

When your spirit will go to its reward, if found
clothed, to receive the smile of well done, there you
will not heed or need human sympathy— bearing
palms of victory, clothed in light, your works will
follow. :

These written words shall penetrate into the hearts
of those that now reject these manifestations as a dan-
gerous error and a delusion of Satan.

You must speedily be clothed, that you may be per-
fect, entire, wanting nothing to complete the work.
Shrink not from the eross; it is the way to thrones and
dominions ; love the precious cross; die upon the cross
for the cause of truth ; desire to know nothing but Christ,
and him erucified.

Your time is comparatively short — work while it is
day. O, improve your precious time! Give yourself
to the work of preparation. How soon you will suffer
for the last time, and pray for the last time for a lost
world.

You should regard it a privilege to suffer for Christ,
to watch, to pray. You should feel your own helpless-
ness; this drives you to the strong for strength, to the
wise for wisdom.

Do nothing, say nothing, that you can not present to
the judgment seat, at the judgment day.

Be ye holy. Be perfect even as your Father in heav-
en is perfect.

Let no man deceive you by saying the promises
of God were to primitive saints, not to the whole
world.
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Greater works than these shall ye do, said Jesus, be-
cause I go to my Father.

What I say unto you, I say unto all, watch, rest in
God. Yea, rest from your own works, as God did from
his. Let God work in you to will and do his good plea-
sure; let him originate every desire; let him do the
work through you.
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CHAPTER VI.

THE DEATH OF SELF.

Oct. 3d, 1852.—1. Ques. WiLL the Lord give me an
increase of light upon the manifestations of the past,
and my duty and my privilege in spiritual things?

Ans. Do you now, from choice, wholly abandon your-
self to the teachings of the Holy Spirit as promised through
Christ from the Father? And will you no more look to
man for the wisdom that cometh from above, but endeavor
in spirit to wait upon Christ, believing what the Word of
God teaches, and the Spirit when it agrees with the Word,
no more doubt or fear being misled, but by the power of
the will trust in God, cease from self and others? If so,
by the power of the Spirit you shall be kept from error,
from sin, from self, from idols, and continually rest in God’s
great heart of love. That while you thus trust, you shall
never loose the present light you have, but continually
increase in the love and knowledge of God, day by day,
until Christ shall remove you to higher joys, to brighter
scenes of vision and spiritual delights.

Your days of mourning for sin shall end, your sun shall
no more set, nor your moon withdraw her light. This
is the covenant that I will make with my chosen in the
last days: “I will sprinkle clean water upon them, and
cleanse them from all their idols, and from all filthiness
of the flesh and spirit. Iwill write my new law in their
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hearts, and in their minds will I print it. And I will be
to them a God, and they shall be to me a people. Then
one shall not say to another, know ye the Lord, for all
shall know Him, from the least to the greatest.”

Human teaching will give place to divine teaching,
which will preach to the hearts and minds of all, that
man shall no more glory in man, but they shall say,
God has written upon my heart his new best name of
love. He has put his spirit within me, and now I do
know of the doctrine, whether it be of God or Antichrist.

The four ways we told you, previously, self was
pointing to, are now crucified.

You must look alone to God to be directed, resisting
all solicitations from Satan to doubt God’s willingness or
power to keep you. Do not limit the Holy One of Israel
in your heart; let him have room to breathe and move
and stir, and he will be your life in all future time. The
promises made you shall be literally fulfilled, in God’s
own time, if the conditions are met.

Desire not to have your deliverance hastened. God’s
time is the best time — wait upon God in faith, nothing
doubting, with thanksgiving and praise.

You have nothing to fear, God will open another door
when this is closed. The way is plain before you, though
faith sees through a glass darkly and hopes against hope.

The future will reveal to you great things, both of
sufferings and victories. Yet “ your peace shall be like
a river, and your righteousness like the waves of the sea.”

Think not because you suffer in agony of spirit, that
self reigns. Christ’s sufferings did not arise from selfish-
ness in his own heart, but from the unbelief and sins of
others. You must drink of his cup in spirit, and feel in



NOTE EXPLANATORY OF DRAWING SECOND.

Tur original of the opposite sketch was, like the preceding, drawn in the spring
of 1852, as a representation of what the writer must meet with in the performance
of the work assigned her in this manifestation, not so much from the world at
large, as from her most intimate Christian friends and the Christian world as a
whole, among whom her influence and reputation would be as effectually crucified
and slain, for a time, as though she was nailed to a cross for crime.

The original figure was represented as a bare skeleton upon the cross, stripped
of clothing and flesh, to portray to her mind she must not expect human sympa-
thy or helps, but naked and alone she must obey the voice of the Spirit, and re-
duce to practical experience the Christian theory to die to self and the world, in
order to follow Christ in newness of life, even when and where there was none to
lead but the Holy Spirit, as the Church should condemn this manner of the Spir-
it’s teachings.

This thought so overwhelmed her, she laid aside the original drawing, hefore
it was finished, for some weeks, until some members of her family urged her to
complete it. Qther figures were given as also suffering crucifixion or death in va-
rious forms in the nineteenth century. The writer failed to understand by the
original what the present drawing explains, which was recently given by the same
influence upon the hand, changing the form somewhat by covering the figure, and
instead of suspending it between the heavens and the earth, as before, placing it
upon a platform, supported on one side by Faith and Love, and on the other by
Hope and Charity, then the whole was encircled with a sweep of the pencil from
Charity to Hope, representing Charity as the crowning grace of all the graces,

The bond of perfectness,

The garb that saints must wear,
‘Who war no more

’Gainst God or man,

while the figure represents all those who have suffered with Christ in being led by
the Spirit, since the descent of the Holy Spirit upon Christ at his baptism, as
stated in the written explanations accompanying the drawing, likewise all who
will suffer with Him for being thus led, until His second appearing.

(47)
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upon Christ at his baptism.

The heaven of heav- 1l ens are astonished at

the indifference of mortals upon spiritu-

N

ual themes, and their rejection of

the great teacher sent from God.

The promise of the Spirit is thro’

faith. Faith that Jjustifies i3 but a
part; faith that sanctifies is an
additional part ; while the faith
that trusts in God to lead into all

truth, is the holy annointing which

perfects the chris- tian graces in

believer.

! i /
the soul of every M/ il

the living God crucified

upon the Gos- || pel platform, in the

nineteenth cen- {| tury ; because so mark-

ed channels of {j mental, as well as of

physical demon- || stration of the Spirit’s

teachings. The || true sons of God are led

by the Spirit. || Thisisthe faith that was

once delivered || to the saints, and a-

lone perfects the }| Christian character.

d

i o

“TvoM gsnw syures omy ques oy, ‘ssomod®

Verily shall Christ find faith on the earth when he comes the second time,
without a sin offering.
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a degree what he felt, if you would reign with him.
How else could you drink of his cup, unless by a similar-
ity in circumstances. His own disciples and friends for-
sook him. He went alone into the judgment hall, to be
questioned by his enemies. Think of this: He offered
his love, this was despised; and they said, away with
this vile fellow ; he hath a devil! and in their hate,
plotted his death, and took his life. They saw no beauty
in the humble Nazarine, “ That they should desire him,”
and in their contempt, said, crucify him!

When you have passed the changes which are to be the
tests of your covenant, “Then shall your light go forth

"as brightness, and your salvation as a lamp that burneth.”

“Thy Maker is thy hushand,” to guide, sustain and
provide for thee here; and when thy release comes,
Heaven shall furnish you with a home, with bright robes,
brightened by every trial of your faith; with palms of
victory in your hand, shall you join in the song of songs,
“ Worthy, worthy is the Lamb that was slain, who hath
redeemed us by his own blood.”

Now will you faint, when misrepresented, condemned,
accused, because others reject and deny the possibility of
your being thus led by God? If you do, this glory will
depart and be given to another, who will from the heart
serve the living God.

Rest in God without desire, only seek to do his will,
as angels do in heaven. They feel no desire for this or
that, but cheerfully do the will of God, as his will is
made known by the daily providences of God, both in
heaven and on earth.

Do you suppose angels and the departed know all, or any
of the future, only as the Holy Spirit revealsit unto them?

7
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The Sonship or created humanity of Christ, and the
angels of glorious light (Scripture declares), knew not
the future, “ But of that day and that hour knoweth no
man, no, not the angels which are in heaven, neither the
Son, but the Father.” Yet the Holy Spirit knows, for
he is the Spirit of light and truth. No created nature
was attached to his mission, for he is spirit, and only
adapted to spirit—is only discerned by the spirit of men
and angels. Christ appears in heaven now, as he did on
earth, in form of body, to represent his mission to the
world of mankind. The cross and the sepulcher are the
throne of his glory, and proclaims a crucified and risen
Lord on earth, and in hell, and in heaven. He made the
offering of himself once by death, now he ever liveth to
give life, eternal life, to all who seek.

Do you not see the difference here? The death of
the body reconciled all to God, by slaying the Man of
Sin, and placed the human family in a condition to re-
ceive life. This risen life is offered to the world by faith
in Christ. Therefore how vain will be the hope of all
those who depend upon the merits of Christ’s death for
life, unless they choose and seek, and by faith “eat of
his body” (which is truth), and “drink of his blood”
(which is life), in love of the truth? This condition of
salvation is adapted to man’s free moral agency. Thus
Jesus said, “ Verily, verily, I say unto you, except ye
eat the flesh of the Son of Man, and drink his blood, ye
have no life in you.”

The infant world are saved by virtue of this life be-
ing embodied in humanity. The untaught, neglected,
ignorant man, is weighed in an even balance of mercy
and justice, according to his works, his light, his privi-
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leges. Here is the field for Christian effort. Man should
be deeply instructed in the way of life. For this pur-
pose his faculties are developed slowly; the senses are
adapted to his perceptions, as channels to the soul.

Man is ignorant, when born, of both good and evil.
His nature is sinful, because the spirit of self is inherited
from Satan. This is the legacy of Satan to man, by
man’s free choice, which he transmits to his posterity,
because he refuses to be saved from all sin, and part with
all his idols. Scripture teaches, if ye believe, then are
your children holy. How few, with Abraham, claim the
promise of the covenant, and transmit their holiness to
their posterity, instead of sin. The redemption of Christ
made provision for the entire renewing of the nature of
man in the embryo!* The human nature of Jesus
Christ was never selfish, therefore he must save man
from sin, not in sin. “ For sin he condemned sin in the
flesh ;” there sin must be parted with before he can be
raised with Christ in newness of life. The flesh signifies the
carnal mind ; this is the body of death Christ delivers from.

~ The partially saved, have still unbelief and self in
the soul. “Precious in the sight of the Lord is the
death of his saints.” This death of the carnal mind is
what is so precious in the sight of the Lord, not the death
of the natural body, for that is the effect of sin. ¢ Death
has passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.”
Christ delivers not absolutely from natural death, but
died himself, and delivers from the death of sin. “The
carnal mind is enmity against God.” He gained victory
over enmity, death, hell and the grave.

* See Appendix, Note C., Doctrine of Transmission, as explanatory of this
subject.
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There is nothing valuable in Christ’s view of the ef-
fect of sin on the soul or body of man. ¢ Yet the right-
eous hath hope in his death,” because Christ is the res-
urrection and the life.

Death is gloomy in its nature; its work is taking
down the tabernacle by suffering and disease, which God
never designed to be destroyed. Death is solemn; it
marks the progress of ‘evil in the world. The body of
this death of the carnal mind is to be desired. Such a
death is precious in the sight of the Lord, and no other.

Death in this sense, is the entrance into life. The
death of the body does not change man’s moral nature,
it changes his circumstances. The death of the carnal
mind alone changes man’s nature, and is the beginning
of life from the dead — a life which never ends. Its vital
elements are love and faith, so it remains when man
passes into the spirit world. In no sense is man’s nature
changed by natural death, only his circumstances.

Man being saved by faith, still lives by faith, for with-
out faith man or angel could not please God. Therefore
the Apostle said, “The life which I now live in the flesh,
I live by the faith of the Son of God.”

A life without faith, is the life of the worldling, which
ends in the second death, but not the eternal life of im-
mortality. Heaven, without faith, would soon be turned
into hell. The want of faith in exercise between man
and man, makes the social circle a den of vipers. Love
- and faith would turn hell into heaven, the lion in rage
to a lamb in spirit. Such are some of the effects of faith
in man and upon the destiny of man.

The effects of faith in heaven are still more glorious.
It is the channel of spiritual knowledge there, and aids
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the sight, as the senses did the faith here. Faith here
comes by hearing; man beholds here, as in a glass, the
glory of the Lord, darkly, but then face to face. This
vision does not preclude the necessity of faith in God,
and between angel and angel, any more than beholding
the image or likeness of a friend, precludes the necessity
of cherishing confidence in that friend when you meet.
Mutual happiness of parties, depend upon their mutual
faith in each other. Professions of faith and love are as
valueless to God as to man. He who sees the heart
knows its true state, and man meets with the same de-
gree of love and confidence from God, as he reposes in
God.

So the same of evil and unbelief. God values man
according to what he really is, not according to what he
seems to be.

The love of the intellect is required, the love of
reason is also necessary. The love of all the affections
is the base of joy. The love of the mind, might and
strength, belongs to God.

Mechanical instead of affectional obedience to the re-
quirements of the law of love, when the heart is estranged,
is an insult to God, as well as between man and man.
Professed friendship, because necessity or policy requires
it, is obnoxious to justice, and pierces the soul more than
open enmity. Man can not value a friendship because it
is to the interest of the party to profess it. God loves the
cheerful giver, so does the man of God. Never rely upon
or trust friendships which only seek to serve self in the
union. Friendships without heart affection, are like snow
in summer and rain in harvest.
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CHAPTER VII.

THE DEATH OF THE BODY CONTRASTED WITH THE DEATH OF SELF.

Oct. 9, 1852.—1. Ques. Frox the teachings of last
night, I desire to inquire still further upon the subject
of death. It was written, death was gloomy— death
was solemn. Should the Christian regard death as
gloomy ?

Ans. God is life, holiness, happiness. All that is op-
posed to the Rature of God, can not increase the happi-
ness of his creatures. Yet God can, by the power of his
grace, bring good out of evil, and in this sense, it may
be said, it is better to die than to live, since man is a
sufferer from the effects of sin. Yet death is gloomy
and sorrowful in its separation of ties. The helpless
family is left without the parent’s care. The parent,
like the lightning-scathed oak, is bereft of its branches,
which God gave him to beautify his house, and add
strength, power and numbers to his individual commu-
nity, in imitation of his Creator.

Sin is the cause of death — death is the effect of sin.
God is the author of life. By virtue of this life in hu-
manity, he saves from the second death. By virtue of
his giving his life on the cross, he reconciled the world
to God, and saves from sin through his obedience (viz.),
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from the death of the carnal mind. By virtue of his
resurrection from the dead, he saves man, soul and body,
who believes in him. He hath said, ¢“I am the resurrec-
tion and the life.” Because of sin, it may be said, the
day of their death is better than the day of their birth.
This can only be said of the righteous. “ Woe unto
the wicked, it shall be ill with him.”

Ques. May I ask if the happiness of the soul is not
greatly enhanced, that has hope in his death ?

Ans. The fact that he has suffered death, does not
enhance his happiness. The change in his circumstan-
ces, which Christ brings out by delivering from sorrow in
the body, is a happiness to the soul, through the life of
Christ alone; not the death of the body, for the wicked
die. Therefore the Apostle said, “To live is Christ, to
die in him is gain.”

Christ is the eternal life. That life you may live
here, if by the power of the will you surrender the car-
nal life of sin for the true life of God. Look alone to
this source for all your happiness.

When death comes, meet it calmly, trusting alone in
the promise of God in' Christ, “That because he lives,
ye shall live also.” The grave is the house of the living.
The resurrection is the triumph of the cross of Christ
over death and the grave.

How unwise for souls to think at death a moral
change will be mechanically wrought, making the sinner
holy, and leave the work until that hour, of being made
one in Christ, in newness of life, as though there was
virtue in the curse of death which sin brought upon
man. These are the traditions of men. Jesus said, “O0,
Father, I pray not that thou shouldst take them out of
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the world, but that thou shouldst keep them from the
evil.” God hath said, “ Keep my commandments, that
your days may be long upon the earth.”

God delighteth in the death of his saints, when
they die to sin; and when the body dies he will receive
them to himself.

He also greatly delights in their long lives of holi-
ness and usefulness, that the world may know by these
the power of grace to sanctify them through the word
of truth, to keep them from evil, that God may be glori-
fied in the work of his Son in them, giving life to the
dead, “That where I am, there may they be also.” This
is the Christian’s hope, the resurrection and the life.
O precious hope! it reaches to that within the vale,
whither Christ, your forerunner, is gone. Look and live.



KEY TO SPIRITUAL LIFE, 57

CHAPTER VIII.

THE SOUL’S TRUE LIFE.

Oct. 12, 18562.—1. Ques. 1 DESIRE to know what is
the resurrection life, referred to by the Spirit’s teachings,
that I may seek it understandingly.

Ans. This life has but one eye, one desire, one aim,
one work — to glorify God.

Self has many desires, many eyes, many aims, many
kinds of work. All this is not of God. Self may be
mixed with good desires — as chemical properties may be
mixed, without uniting in affinity and forming a new
compound, each retaining its own natural inherent powers
—and the effort to make them unite is fruitless, because op-
posed most absolutely to each other; the one must over-
come the other. Self must give place to holiness, or holy
desires will give place to self. Self is abundant in works
for its own praise. Self loves to do good works to get
praise. Self will stimulate the feeble and timid to great
acts of self-denial and valor, that the world may behold
their zeal for God. And in this way they glorify them-
selves, and censoriously condemn all others. When they
speak of what others neglect to do, they invariably con-
trast their own works, saying, I have done thus and so,—
Pharisee like — I thank thee I am not as other men. 1

8
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have done much for the cause of God and truth. Such
are full of desires, curious, self-seekers, and of sectarian
glory. These emotions readily unite with self, and form
a new compound, unlike the worldling, unlike the pure
in heart, the saved from self. (These are the godly with-
out Christ Jesus). ‘

Those who have risen with Christ in the true sense
of the resurrection life, become dead indeed to sin, and
alive to God, have no more care about the reputation of
self, no curiosity to know the opinions of the world in
reference to their course, or the result of their works
in faith. They cease from desire. Their eye is single,
steadfastly beholding God in Christ in every thing hap-
pening to them. They passively rest in spirit, for God
is in them in newness of life. They confidently lay hold
upon infinite strength to work his will in all things, in
his own time, and in his own way. This way is the
lowly, meek way, that hides pride from man. ¢ Woe
unto him that all men speak well of,” for such seek to
please the world, not God. The godly in Christ Jesus
shall suffer persecution. Ye are not of the world, there-
fore the world hateth you. None can be more innocent
and harmless than the One who never lifted up His voice
or made a cry in the streets, than “ He who was led as
a lamb to the slaughter,” and was before his shearers
dumb — He opened not his mouth; who performed all
his works for the good of others, and pleased not him-
self’; but his pleasure was in doing the will of the Father.
Yet Jesus was persecuted, crucified, despised and reject-
ed of men.

“Strait is the gate, and narrow is the way that leads
to life.” The way is no wider than the footprints of
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Jesus. “He is the way.” The way leads through every
man’s beart; if he will only seek to find it, he may easily
do so. The portals of his door are marked with blood.
Jesus footsteps linger there, waiting for admission. “ Be-
hold,” he says, “I stand at the door and knock ; If any
man open the door, I will come in and sup with him, and
he with me,” and the feast shall be everlasting love.
There is only one way to the straight gate, that is the nar-
row way of life through the heart, which slays self, then
sinks into the immensity of God.

Oct. 16, 18562.—1I. Ques. Have I right feelings in
reference to the providences of God to me?

Ans. The right feeling is to receive all with patience
and thankfulness, however mysterious, contradictory and
dark, and say, glorify thyself, O, God! in this dark dis-
pensation to me.

The feeling of your sorrows is no evidence you are
not right, nor that others are doing right or wrong. You
must feel your trials, or they would not be trials to you.
This belongs to human nature. Jesus felt his sorrows
more than any man, because he was more pure than any
man. Wrongs are felt in proportion to purity ; the power
to bear wrongs, is in proportion to innocency. This you
will find true in all minds, divine and human.

The Holy Spirit is a gentle, tender spirit, while the
selfish, proud heart is obstinate. The true, tender, sensi-
tive heart, is a sure evidence of purity, innocency and
justice. Mark the difference between sensitiveness and
suspicion and distrust.

The sensibilities of the human nature of Jesus were
not blunted by cruelty, or hardened bv sin. Not so of
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man, who is under the power and dominion of self, in
alliance with Satan, filled with suspicion and distrust, evil
surmising and evil speaking and false accusation. The
attributes of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit are the
same in essence and divinity. The family above is as-
similated into the same spirit of love, as members of the
same body. The family of Christ on earth must also
possess the same divine nature, be of a tender, charitable,
loving, gentle spirit. Be sensitive to sin, to wrongs of
all descriptions, as a safeguard against the indulgence of
sin and of wrongs to others.

Those who are taught by the Spirit to respect the
rights of all, are the little ones Christ speaks of, that it
were better to have a millstone tied about the neck, and
the man cast into the sea, than to offend one of these lit-
tle ones. Offend means to injure, or cause to be ill treated,
persecuted, falsely accused. Such are to Christ as the
apple of the eye. This tender spirit belongs to human
nature, as it came from the hands of its Maker. This
nature was in agony in the Garden, prayed while the
disciples slept. Angels came and strengthened Jesus,
inasmuch as he was made a little lower than they, for
the purpose of suffering and death.

Satan in man, is the accuser of the brethren. When
the conscience condemns, never cover it, but remove all
cause of condemnation immediately ; never rest or sleep
with a sense of guilt resting upon you.

Again we say, when conscience acquits, hold your-
self innocent before man and God, keeping your con-
science void of offense before God and man, purifying
the heart by obeying the truth. The consciousness of
right is limited to knowledge. You can only judge as
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you know in spiritual things, as in temporal. God is not
a hard master, condemning the soul for what it can not
do or can not know. So long as you do the best you
know, you are innocent. When new light is given, it re-
quires obedience in proportion to knowledge.

¢ Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his
saints.” Die to self, in an evil conscience, or heart of
unbelief.
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PART SECOND.

LAWS OF THE SPIRITUAL MANIFESTATION.

CHAPTER IX.

THE LAW OF AFFINITY.

PrEvious to the date of the second chapter, July 17,
1852, some thirty pages were given, not alluded to in my
journal, which were taken by some person from my room,
which I have never found.

Nov. 30th, 1852.— 1. Subject continued jfrom missing
papers— Some additional facts, in connection with past
lessons, explaining the law of mind as developed by this
manifestation, will now be given.

Christ, who undertook the redemption of man from
sin and death, is not limited in ways and means to effect
his purpose. He deviseth his own plans and executeth
them, teaching in his Word there are diversities of gifts,
but the same spirit. And there are differences of ad-
ministrations but the same Lord.

And there are diversities of operations, but it is the
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same God which worketh all in all. But the manifesta-
tion of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal.
The spirit of prophesy and the gift of tongues, the gifts
of healing, were not for the individual alone, but as a
sign to the people that God was speaking to them through
the organs of clay. ,

This manifestation of the Spirit was given to profit
the world, not to supercede the gospel of repentance and
faith in Christ, nor to be despised by the world of dark-
ness on spiritual things. The spirit of prophesy was for
the believer, the gift of tongues for the people.

All the works of God are governed by fixed laws on
earth, in hell, in heaven. Law signifies penalty and pro-
tection. Spirit and matter are the subjects of this law.
The law governing the spirit world is spiritual, and must
be discerned by the Spirit. The effect of the laws gov-
erning the material world, which are termed physical,
may be discerned by the intellect.

In the preceding lessons you inquired by what power
or force your hand was moved. The answer was, by the
motive power of spirit upon the nervous system. You
inquired, what is motive power? The answer was, the
force of organic life. That when the dynamic force of
spiritual manifestations was better understood, the chaff
would be separated from the wheat. That the true exe-
gesis of the law controlling the manifestation, would es-
tablish it upon a sound, philosophical, practical, biblical
basis, giving another exhibition of the love and mercy of
God in Christ to apostate man.

This organic life originated in the Deity, was the law
of union between the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be-
tween the humanity and divinity of Christ, between
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Christ and the believer, between good finite, and God in-
finite, between the soul and body, spirit and matter, be-
tween mind and mind, spirit and ‘spirit, good and good,
evil and evil.

It is transfused through all matter and all space. It
is the mysterious power between the mineral and vegeta-~
ble kingdom, that causes vegetation to spring up out of
the earth, and nourishes animal life; the mystery of
propagation in the animal kingdom. It is the life and
vitality of light and heat, of air and water.

It is the connecting link between spirit and matter,
earth and heaven, time and eternity, and holds the vast
universe of worlds in space.

If such is the power of one element in the law of
mind, how great is the mind from which this element
emanates, that is so vast and wonderful and powerful in
its effects upon all the works of God.

How deep the design of God in man’s creation; how
great the price he paid for man’s redemption; how glori-
ous the habitation prepared for man’s reception.

How just and good the law conducting man to that
higher home of love and rest; yet all this is slighted, re-
jected, neglected by the mass of mankind, made for such
high destinies. ¢ What is man that thou art mindful of
him, or the Son of Man that thou visitest him!”

This influence which we call motive power, originat-
ing in God, like faith and love, was uncreated, and was
given to man and angel to promote their usefulness and
happiness, and is an element in mind, and in the spir-
itual influence controlling mind.

To make the subject plain, we will contrast the hid-
den laws of spiritual life, with the physical laws control-
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ling the material world, which are known only in their
effects, by affinity and attraction, adhesion, cohesion and
gravitation, with their centripetal and centrifugal forces.

Remember, in all the teachings of Christ, he used lit-
eral subjects to illustrate spiritual things. Man in his
spiritual nature is a subject of the spiritual law of God.
This law is adapted to man’s free moral agency.

This life-moving power, controlling mind, is faintly
perceived by man. This law is an emanation from the
perfections of the Godhead. Obedience, then, to this
law, is the perfection of wisdom. The fear of the Lord
is the beginning of wisdom. To obey him, is wisdom
perfected. You see then it is not an unnecessary, arbi-
trary law, but a law of love, adapted to man’s spiritual
wants and nature. All spiritual intelligences were cre-
ated holy, and were the legitimate offsprings and subjects
of the spiritual law of life. Sin changed their natures, but
not the law of life. Therefore existence and intelligence
is based upon this law of life. Hence the free-agency of
man, and the power of evil works death if not resisted.

The dynamic force or motive power of spirit, of both
good and evil, demonstrated in the manifestation, may
be illustrated by the element of electricity in nature
—its power of communication developed through the
galvanic battery. The power in motion possessing affini-
ties with the surrounding element in nature, attracts by
this power of affinity, sufficient electric force to conduct
the fluid to its opposite pole.

The d