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about creeds, and concentrate people's attention on saving 
t.heir own little souls, by n. process little better than 
mechrc.nicnl, instcnd of endeavoring to enlarge them by o. 
life of active benevolence and har1nony. 1\Ien brought 
up under such influences enter tho spirit land, and it is 
no marvel that inferior messages come back. Those who 
are mainly instrumental in upholuing thoso evils then 
grumble at their own work ; they sow the winu, nnd then 
object to reap the whirlwind. Teach men to lead a true 
life here, to purify their body, the tcmplo of tho spirit, 
by living in accorunncc with natural law, anu elevate the 
soul by cultiYating their higher faculties. The hells are 
populateu from the earth. The fountain cleansed, the 
stream runs pure. Consciously or unconsciously, 've 
must receive communications from the spirit wodu ; it is 
for us to determine their nature. 

Do religionists, who oppose spiritualism on the ground 
of its real or supposed contradictions, fully realize tl1o.t 
they take tho iuentical ground occupied by infidels in 
refet·ence to Christianity 7 These latter nrgue thnt it 
cannot be tliYine in its origin, as the sects contradict each 
other in regard to fundmncntals ns well as details. 

SPIRIT I XTERCOURSE CATHOLIC, NOT SECTARIAN. 

lt is useless to identify spiritualism with any sect. It 
is eclectic, selects from rnany, yet is distinct from all. 
I t is said to be of Universalist origin; this is an ad cap­
tandum objection; derives its force only frotn the assump­
tion that the popular sects are infallibly right. The 
spirits in general arc very unn.ccommotlating- won't fall 
in with any party, but differ from all. I do uot consider 
the position of the Universalist denomination to be favor­
able to spiritualism. A writer in " The Trumpet " felt 
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"quite wolfish about it." E (litor of" 'fhc A1nbassador,' ' 
New York, has repcntcdly written allversely, and has 
nttributcll it to a trick of so1nc Orthodox people to bolster 
up rotten creeds. ?\fost of tho Universalist papers arc 
moro or less opposed to spiritualism, though not opposed 
to investigation. Rev. Uriah Clark, mul other ministers 
of that denomination, have dissolrcd their connection 
with it on account of avowing, publicly, their belief in 
1nodern spirit intercourse. Similnl'ly with ~letho<lists, 

and other sects. The lu.test opponent of spiritualism , J. 
B. Dods, was n. Universalist minis tor, nnd has not, I 
think, left tho donominn.tion. If it gn.ins tnore converts 
among tho Universalists than among other bodies, it 
only proves that they have n1ost cu.u<lor and courage. 

I~"ur t.hermorc, spirits can only to11 what they know, if 
they tell truth ·; perhaps tho spirits in affinity with Uni­
versalist inc1uirers hn.vo no attraction to tho orthodox 
hells, and don't know anything about thetn. If, how­
over, evangelical (?) opponcnt3 woulll cultiYatc treir 
afiinities an1ong spirits, they nt. ht, perhnps, got some 
infonnation from those who have .t.ad practical experience 
in the brimstone hnsiness. 

Objection.- 'Vo have the Bible ; we want nothing 
tnoro in matter relntive to the future life . 

. Answer.- To snppose that the Bible contains all that 
i8 necessary for rnnn to know, is to pres tune that the 
prcnching of the u postles 'vas of no possible conse­
rtncncc. * * * If the fow fragments of their public 
(lisconrses wl1ich hn:re .__omo to us, contain enough f or us 
and for all men, thf'~~ !HHst haYe been sufficient for the 
first century; antl it will appcn.r thnt the preaching of 
Paul nn<.l ,John, for thirty and six.ty years respectively, 
involYcL1 a prodigal expenditure of time and labor. * * * 

8:¥.: 
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We have heard a single modern sermon equal in length 
to all that is directly ascribed to Jesus ; and yet we are 
constantly told, by divines, that the Bible contains the 
sum of all Divine wisdom yet given to men. If the few 
broken fragments which have been preserved and trans­
mitted to us, is all of revealed truth that Humanity needs 
to know, in every stage of its development, of what con­
ceivable use were the numerous discourses of which no 
record was made, and to what end have their ~'tccessors 
in the Christian ministry, in every quarter of t lw worl.11 

been preaching for the past eighteen centuries 1 - S. B. 
Brittan's Review of Rev. M. Butler, D. D. 

Objection. - To compare modem manifestations with 
Scripture is ineverent, if not blasr.Jhemous. 

Answer. - 1\fy veneration is well developed, . but I 
cannot perceive this to be so. Facts of spirit-intercourse 
nrc recorded in the Bible. ·We not only have *no hin~ 
that they are to cease, but are expressly told the contra­
ry. Joel2 : 28. Acts 2: 17. Is not the expression, 
''latter days," as applicable to the nineteenth century as 
to the first 1 

In 1 Cor. 12, we are exhorted by Paul to desire spir­
itual gifts ; and, by the description of what these are, 
we find them identical with those now so common among 
spiritualists. l\Iark 16: 17, 18. "And these things shall 
follow them that believe. In my name shall thcy.cllSt out 
devils." (See Judge Edmonds, p. 463; Newton's first 
pamphlet, Ch. VI.) ''They shall speak with new tongues. 
They shall take up serpents ; and if they drink any deadly 
thing, it shall not hurt them" (Ch. vx.) ; ''and they shall 
lay hands upon the sick, and they shall reJovcr." (Ch. vu.) 
These signs (all but the serpent-handling) haYo followed, 
and do follow, modern spiritualists, but not anti -spiritual-
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ists. 'Vbere is the impropriety of attributing them t.o 
the same cause 1 Jf you say the canon of Revelation is 
closed, I defy you to pl'ove it ; precisely the same objec­
tion could have been urged against the New Testament 
compilations or miracles with as much propriety. 

Objection. - They are demoniacal. 
Answer. - That many of them proceed from low spir­

its is granted. The cause has been previously explained. 
In making this objection anti-spiritualists now occupy 
the position of the Pharisees of old ; this samo reply is 
available. In addition, \Ve have abundant proofs of the 
utility of present spirit manifestations. See CL. vn. If 
the devils are at the bottom of it, they must have improved 
since Christ's time considerably ; then they made folks 
sick, now they curo them. The fruits of these manifesta­
tions are, "love, peace, joy," etc., the same as the 
" fruits of the Spirit." Gal. 5 : 19. " The works of the 
flesh are manifest," in the treatment of spiritualists, by 
their clerical and pharisaical opponents ; but, " By their 
fruits ye shall know them." And, tried hy this test, the 
effects of spiritualism will contrast favorably with those 
of any system now before the world. 

Objection.- r;pirit intercOUl'Se is, a priori, improbable. 
Answer.- That many believe it not only improbable, 

but impossible, is evident from the desperate shifts made 
to account for the facts on some other principle, when 
denial of the facts themselves is useless. But what 
tnore natural than thnt those we have loved on earth 
should seek to revisit us, drawn by mutual affection ; 
that spirits of the blessed, who, in their earth-life, have 
toiled to attain truth and do good, should revisit those 
who are still walking in shadow, though seeking the 
light- those whose existence is consecrated to God and 
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humanity 7 It is said, evil spirits would not be permitted 
to return, and good ones would not desire it ; but, in the 
first place, this classification is arbitrary, for spirits, like 
men, must be of all grades, if there is a future individual 
existence, as any sudden change of character on entrance 
to the spirit world amounts to a change of identity. 
Agai~, if evil men are allowed to exist, and communicate 
thought" here, who can prove that they will not be 
allowed to do so (where they have affinities) when in 
another sphere 7 If any human being regulates his lifo 
by the principle of love to man, would he not desire to 
return, if he could, by so doing, benefit his fellows 7 
And, "lie that loveth not his brother, whom he hath 
seen, how can he love Gcd whom he hath not seen 7 '' 
1 John 4: 20. "\Vbat sort of heaven must that be where 
its occupants are so utterly selfish as to be quite iudiffer­
cnt to the 'velfare of all mankind, including their dearest 
friends 1 Save me from snch a heaven, though it may 
suit anti-spiritualists. 

CHAPTER XI. 

PHILOSOPHY OF 1\IIRACLES - WHAT USE IS IT?- INCARNA· 

TION OF LOVE IN LIFE - IIARMONIAL COMMUNITIES -

CAUTION TO NEW CONVERTS - PSEUDO-SCIENTIFIC EX­

PLANATIONS - WHO ARE INFIDELS?- SEPARATE THE 

SHEEP FROr.l TIIE GOATS. 

Is GoD omniscient and omnipotent 7 Did he make 
things x-igbt in tho first place 7 If so, creation, animate 
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or inanimate, human ot· angelic, noeds no tinkering, and 
all events tnke t)lace under fixed laws. There are things 
superhuman, but not supernatural ,· for, if God mad~ 
nature and instituted its lnws- if creation is an outburst 
of the divino mind, the body of the Deity-th(m, to be 
above nature, is to be above God. l\Iagnetism· is super­
gravitational, mind is super-material; and, as the lower 
natural law is suspended by the higher, in the case of a 
loadstone, so mere human or terrene agencies can bo 
suspended or diverted by superhuman intelligence. 
lienee miracles or physical spirit demonstrations. This 
theory of miracles is considered probable by Bishop But­
ler, but is demonstrated by spirit intercourse now. 

WHAT USE IS IT 1 

For tangible pnases of utility, see " Chapter VII. 
Facts proving Utility.'' 

Is it of no use that friends parted by death are meas­
urably reunited 1 If v;c were going to a distant and un· 
known country, would it be of no use for us to receive 
intelligence from thoso who had liYed there, even if they 
were on some points contradictory 7 Is the communion 
of saints of no use 1 Is a higher wisdom, a more devoted 
love, no uso ~ For such aro spirits now spreading on earth! 

Science has been l1itherto superficial and unphilosophi· 
cal. Its deyotees have assumed to discover causes and 
principles, when they have only observed facts, and that 
inadequately, superciliously rejecting those that fit not 
their Procrustean rules. Spirits are brought into nearer 
relations with ilnponderable agents which we can only 
dimly observe by their effects; they arc in the sphere of 
causes; they can senso these invisible agents as wo do 
tangible forms; estimate the modes of action on the hu .. 
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mnn bo(1y of essences of plants, etc, which, with othc1· 
essences from the spirit world, they can direct to the aid 
of the sick and suffering; they can enter into the nrcana 
of the human spirit. l-Ienee the "gift of prophecy" 
(mcdiumship for elevating spirit communion) enables its 
possessor to " understand mysteries " hidden from the 
mere man of science. As we are prepared for further 
knowledge we shall receive it. Already many importan~ 
truths have been brought to light beyond our powers to 
ascertain. Tho science of tnan in all its phases has been 
wonderfully extended by means of this intercourse ; cer­
tainty has been substituted for speculation, order for con­
fusion, although as yet we arc only on the threshold. 
Quiet.ly and invisibly are the mightier elements of phys­
ical nature elaborated in the grand workshop of the uni­
verse. Even so are the elements of change in the spirit 
world that are to pull up by the roots, in a generation, 

· customs and opinions hallowed by the dust of cenhuies, 
and substitute those in harmony with truth and love . 

.As spirit intercourse becomes common, our whole life 
must change. 'Vho that realizes in his inmost soul the 
presence of angels would cheat, steal, murder, or be un­
just in any way 7 This fact fully believed and realized 
would at once change the current of our business and 
social life by extennina.ting secrecy ancl suspicion. 1 Cor. 
14: 24, 25. Every n1an would be seen in his true 
eolors. Luke 12 : 2, 3. " For there is nothing covet·ed 
that Ghall not be revealed, nothing htd tl1nt shall not be 
made known. Therefore, whatsoever yc· have spoken in 
darkness shall be heard in the light, and tl1at which yo 
have spoken in the car in closet.~) sball be proclaimed upon 
the house-tops.~' 
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TIIE INCARNATION OF LOVE IN LIFE. 

Spirit intercourse operates, -
1st. Negatively, by removing obstacles to practical 

reform arising from undue concentration of mind on 
future interests, to neglect of present duties, which pro­
duces results analogous to the cuse of the Grecian philos­
opher, who was so intently watching the stars that he 
fell into a ditch. So people are so intent on saving them­
selves from a supposed external nnd distant danger: that 
they ruin themselYes internally by neglecting the cu.lture 
of their higher and inner nature. Expecting to be saved 
by something external, they become selfish and uegraded, 
so as to be incapable of realizing anything but a low 
phase of being, here or elsewhere. A belief in spirit 
intercourse- a positive knowledge that spirit life is but 
an outgrowth of the present, and that happiness there 
can be enjoyeu only as we become wiser and more loving 
here, stimulates to self-culture and social reform. 

2d. Positively, by spreading a knowledge of the laws 
of lifo and health, physical and spiritual; by energizing 
principles of love and wisdom, causing a desire for a true 
physical and a higher form of social life, n1ensurably free 
from the selfish eletnent, gratifying the social faculties by 
association with congenial minds. 

By developing our own spiritual nature, so that we 
can more readily perceive affinities, matrimonial and oth­
erwise. Those in communion with a class of spirits 
above themselves run no risk of forming uncongenial mat­
rimonial relations, as a spirit out of the form can perceive 
nflinitics more readily than a IJerson in the nntnral body; 
consequently marriages formed by them· will be happy 
ones, an(l the o.ff.-;pring ofsuch gentle nnd loving, harmo­
nizing the future. 
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:Uut its tendency " to unite mankind in harmony'' is its most inter· 
csting fenturc to me. If it is all imagination, I know it produces this 

1·esult. I have, for the last six years, been deeply interested in the 
~ocial condition of mankind; and, were it not for this present in· 
flax of spirit life, I should almost despair of its change for the better. 
· But now I sec the eyes of nearly all spiritualists opening to the 
fearful social discords which arc baffiing all individual efforts for 
goodness and harmony. 'Vith but few exceptions, every spiritualist 
with whom I have met has somehow become possessed of an intense 
desire · for harmony. "Harmony," "Harmtmy," I hear uttered and 
repeated, many times, in every circle of spiritualists. I know it 
has awakened the desire in the hearts of thousands, and it has be· 
come in~ensc. Such a desire, I know, will be answered by some 
mighty practical results. - New Testament a'tl.d Jfodern JJfiraclcs. 

Accordingly, it is giving a powerful impetus to plans 
for social cooperation and harmonic life. The following is 
the present aspect of social reform : 

North American Phalanx, in Redbank, ~fonmouth 

county, New J~tsey, started in 1844; 90 members and 
dependents; live in two buildings; business horticultu­
ral, carried on by and for the community ; GOO acres 
land ; woman's rights practically carried out ; Bloomers 
worn. 

Hopedale Community, a reform village ; 250 inhab­
itants; live in separate houses; tobacco, liquor, rowdy­
ism, etc., strictly excluded. ~{embers guaranteed mini­
mum subsistence; non-resistants; business carried on both 
by community and individuals, but in a spirit of co­
operation; no idlers or high salaries ; business princj .. 
pally n1echanical; most of them spiritualists; E .. D. 
Draper, President; 600 acres ; commenced 1842. 

Icarian Community, Nauvoo, Ill. French and· Ger­
man ; common property ; agricultural ; 400 persons ; 
about four years established. 

"~lou ern Times" city, Long Island, N. Y., 4Q miles, by 
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railroad, frotn New Yol'lt city ; J osinh \Van·cn, originator; 
based on individualism, equity in trade, voluntaryism; live 
.tn separate houses at present ; 800 acres. (See Science of 
Society ; Equitable Commerco ; Practical Details. By 
'Vurren & Andrews.) About 15 to 18 houses. 

Similar but smaller comn1unity in Wisconsin and Ohio. 
This one is likely to increase very much this year and 
next. 

Rish.J Star Community, near Greenville, Dnrke county, 
Ohio. John Patterson, Secretary. AU business under­
taken by and for the community ; agricultural ; 25 per­
sons; commenced .August, 1853 ; will live all in one 
dwelling ; all labor paid alike ; all spiritualists ; 500 
acres. 

Raritan Bay Union, ncar Perth Amboy, N. J. Com­
menced ~larch, 1853. Building large unitary dwel­
ling, and will build cottages; live at cost; intellectual 
society ; spiritualists will be attracted ; business by 
groups volnntarily associated or by individuals; school 
wherein children will be euucated naturally. 300 ncres; 
business various. 0 . B. Arnold, P1·esident. 

In all the aborc communities, the equality of the 
sexes is fully recognized, but no unpleasant consequences 
found to result. 

In a. yolume to be issued, on the mutual relations of 
reforrn movements nnd the need of their concentration, 
will be fully set forth the relations of spilitualism to 
other reforms. 

CAUTION TO DELIEVERS, ESPECIALLY NEW CONVERTS. 

Cleanse yonr skirts from the mire of the slough of de­
spond before going deeply into spiritualism. 'Vhen sat­
isfied of the fact of spirit intercourse, take time to look 

9 
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around yon. Keep cool, and not believe all you get 
from spirits, as, like men, they nre of all shades of men­
tal and moral development. '' Believe not every spirit, 
but try the spirib" 1 John 4: 1. Remember that low 
s'pirits, lik9 men, cnn boast and flatter, and that they loye 
authority. Use common sense, nnd you will not be 
tro.nbled by them; don't be carried away by a belief 
that you are somebody; spirits that sound their own 
trumpet are not elevated. 'Vait patiently for r.esults. 
Elevate your own spiritual nature by the earnest prayer 
of a life devoted to doing good, and you will soon rise 
above the fogs of uncertainty into the clear daylight of 
experience. 

PSEUDO-SCIENTIFIC EXrLANATIONS. 

Dr. IIare, Professor of Chemistry at the Pennsylvania 
University, thus writes on the electrical theory to the 
Philadelphia Inquirer: 

I nm of opinion that it is utterly impossible for six or eight or nny 
number of persons, seated nround a table, to produce n.n electrical cur· 
rent. If, by any means, it were produced, however forcible, it could 
not bo productive of table-turning. 

Subsequently he became a decided convert to the 
spiritual theory, having used electrical nppnratns, antl 
resorted to every other means to detect the presence of 
electricity, for several months, without success. 

Extracts from remarks of Dr. Robinson- Appendix to 
Religion of J\lanbood -in reply to magnetism as an as­
signed cause : 

Reichenbach, the German experimenter, so celebrated for starting 
the odylio theory, says of the attraction exercised upon the hands of 
cataleptic persons by a magnet : 

"It is nothing ponderable; it 'has no supporting power; cannot 
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cYcn raise iron-filings, and is cquo.lly inea.pa.blc of affecting tho needle 
and inducing a magnetic current." 

Taking the researches of this distinguished gentleman ror authority, 
the magnetic condition of no person, at a circle, call, be such as to mo~:e 
any ponderable body. 

"It is known well enough," adds tho same experimenter, "that we 
arc not acquainted in physics with any attraction which is not recipra. 
cal." If this bo nri axiom or unvarying Jaw, characterizing the 
dynamics of magnetism, then a table would be just as likely to attract 
tho medium as the medium the taUe. 

In reply to the assertion that od force could produce 
the manifestations (pp. 239, 240) : 

It yet remains to be proved that od is a force, or that it is capable, 
under any circumstances, of moving ponderable bodies. Its only 
known power is that which it has exerted upon the nervous systems or 
variou.~ susceptible persons. It can be blown about Jiko the ftame of " 
candle, with the breath, even when discovered in its most positive 
state. 

It is because so littlo is nctunlly known about this emanation, that 
it is seized upon ns u. cause, to accQunt for the table movements. 

)lay it not, then, justly be concluded that the peculiar property of 
matter which has been named od has no moro positive energy to pro· 
duce visible effects than the aroma of a flower 1 Allowing that ono 
medium eliminated enough of this vapor, flnme or 1ight, to move a 
table wilh four men upon it, tho intelligence incontinently displayed 
would still be involved in profound mystery. 

Automatic brain (pp. 241, 245) : 

In order that a brain ~hould net automatienUy, it is absolutely ne· 
cessary that the force that ordionrily operates it should be entirely 
withdrawn, when life would be extinct. How a brain can act auto­
matically, while the mind is in connection with it, ~ ild perfectly con­
scious and cognizing, with all its ordinary peculiarities characterizing 
it, is a mystery which men of sound judgment hnve yet to solve . 
• ZUincl is the only thing with which we nrc aoquninted that evinces in­
telligence. Therefore, all intelligible mnnifestations are to be referred 
to that source. A brnin and a mind arc two distinct things; the first 
is the medium through which i.ntclligence is transmitted, the seconu the 
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ngont transmitting it. Tho brain itself cannot tllink, any more than 
tbo hand or the foot ; and when tho mind is once entirely tlotachod 
from it, it is a common clod, ready to be claimed by tho great law of 
nature, that resolves all bodies to dust, and makes mutation the order 
of the universe. 

Even providing the brain could act automatically while connected 
with its legitimate propelling power, how could it manifest its intelli· 
gcnce ·cxtrinsically or outRide of itself- at nny distance, more or lossl 
It requires an extraordinary stretch of credulity to believe that what 
mind usually performs with the hrain, the brain cnn pc1·form without 
mind. And the assumption goes much beyond this ; for it is made 
to rap, tip tnbles, write without hands, and spell connected communi· 
cations. 

If the mind of a human being can leave tho body long enough to 
go into an adjoining room and write over half a page of letter-paper, 
or trace a sing!~ letter of tho alphabet, tho fact provc3 the immortality 
of the soul, and renders the assumption too strong to be doubted, that 
a mind released entirely from its connection with the body, as at death, 
can do the same with even greater ease and facility. 

STATEMENT OF ROGERS' HYPOTHESIS. 

These phenomena require certain physical conditions and 
physical agents ,· therefore, these conditions are the causes. 
They require force, and force is a natural agent. 

ANSWER. Force implies will, will implies intelli­
gence. It requires physical conditions and physical 
causes for a human being to deliver a discourse ; ex­
b·eme cold, heat or exhaustion, or a malformation of the 
organs of speech, would prevent him, though he might 
be intellectually capable. Hence, if this reasoning is 
correct, preaching is no evidence of mind, but is merely 
automatic action, dependent on od force, electricity, etc., 
and produced by mechanical force. 

Admitting these phenomena to be produced only by 
imponderable agents, back-brain, etc., yet people in this 
lvay receive facts, ideas and names, whereof they were 
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previously ignorant. Then, on tho same principle, mani­
festation of human intclligcnco can bo protluccu by tho 
samo causes ; consequently, no intellect exists - wo u.re 
nll o.ppearunces. Let cYcn this be admitted, yet it does 
not set aside tho fact that wo receive ideas, filets nnu names, 
from each other previously unknown to their rospecti ve 
recipients, and derive benefit from this (~upposcu) inter­
course with other human beings, just ns if we all realJ}r 
existed; which, according to tho automatic theory, we 
do not. If natural forces can originate intelligence pro­
fessing to be superhuman, t.hey may also cause what pur­
ports to be from human beings in the body. 'Ve have 
no proof that a letter wo receive is from our friend, on 
this hypothesis, as it may be the product of our own 
mind psychologized. 'Ve might, on this principle, argue 
that when we speak to a friend, and receive a reply, it is 
only from our own back-brain ; but what of that~ It 
would not pl'ovo that social intercourse is of no advan­
tage, even if only imngination. The circumstance of 
the supposed respondent being visible or invisible prpves 
nothing ns to the source. Peoplo say they seo and hear 
spirits ; und, if that is a psychological phenomenon, why 
may it not be one that we see any one, or exist at all 'J 
Supposing that supposed spirit intercourse is all a psy­
chological impression, or produced by physical causes; 
what then 1 We cleriYe advantage from it,- we think 
:mel feel that inclivi<.lual spirits do communicate with us, 
t\nd mere words cannot obliterate realities. 

1\Ir. Dods has refuted himself as follows: "Let the 
mediums step into a room -- not touch tho table at all, 
ancl then cause it to be tipped, raised or moved, and the 
work is done. Fot one, I am a convert." 

9* 

• 
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This has been repeatedly done. See preceding pages 
and followi:1g extract from letter 'vrittcn by Thomas Nei­
bert, of Natchez, ~!iss., to Gov. Tallmadge. 

* * "Again, we have had rapped out : • Lay fifty pieces of paper 
in a locked cupboard, and we will write on them.' In less than half 
an hour there was o. communication of at least ten lines on each piece, 
and each communication perfectly chru·acteristic of the individual pro­
fessing to communicate. 

" \V e have the remains of a table broken all to pieces by a spirit pro· 
fessing to be Samson. Not one person was ncar it. The table being 
ncar the wall, commenced moving as we came into the room to form a 
circle. and moved until I came to about the middle, when tlte spirit 
commenced breaking it; and the floor, when he got through, was a per­
fect sight to behold, all covered with splinters. The whok company 
(some ten or fifteen, nil sceptics except myself) were perfectly con· 
vi need." 

Were these men nil "psychologized," Doctor 1 Arc the splinters, 
still kept, permanent phantoms engendered in the " back-brain " l 

Whoever this spirit is that assumes so strong a name, his deeds, we 
hope, will testify thnt he has some right to do it, either natural or nc· 
quired; and that he will keep on until he carries nwn.y the " brazen 
gates" of the Gnza in which materialistic superstition has entrenched 
itself. 

Those who cannot at ouce see the gross absurdity of 
Dods' conclusion, will get further light on the subject 
by reference to Courtney's, wherein he is completely re­
duced to his original element - gas. 

" EXTRACT FROM NEWSPAPER ARTICLE ON DODS TI OOK. 

I mention what seems to me its first and a.ll-sufficient errot·. " Vol­
untary " and "Involuntary 1\rind." " Voluntary 1\Iind " wills nnd 
acts, is conscious of what it wills and wills it; but " Involuntary 
1\Iind," a mind that wills and don't will ; cnn will and can't will ; a 
mind with an inability to will, or not to will. \Villing without willing. 
Two minds ! \Vhy not three 1 Put in o. " mind " that makes the 
brain grow. Or say four minds ! and let one have the l)OWcr to carry 
a man bodily through tho o.ir, and enable him to walk on water, ns has 
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boen done; and where is our warro.nt to suppO!C o. change has occurred 
in the Jaws of mind from that day to this? If, then, there is, more 
tho.n ever do we need a new dispensation. fitted for these laws of mind. 

The best " scientific " (?) explanation of the raps yet 
written is the following, from Parker's American Journal. 

The only true and legitimate mode of a~counting for the taps is the 
physiological effect of the membranous system. 'l'he obtuseness of the 
abdominal indication causes the cartilaginous compressor to coagulate 
into the diaphragm. and depresses the duodenum into tho fl.nndnngo. 
Now, if the taps were caused by the rogation of the electricity from 
tho extremities, the tympanum would also dissolve into spiritual rinc­
tum, and tho olfactory would forment, and become identical with the 
pigmentum. Now this is not the cuse. In order to produce the taps 
the spiritual rotundum must be elevated down to the spiritual spcro. 
But, as I said before, the inferior lignment must not subtcnd over the 
dignitorjum sufficiently to disorganize the stericletum. 

WHO ARE INFIDELS? - SEPARATE 'rUE SllEEP "FROM TIIE 
GOATS. 

RICHliOND, DODS, ROGl.ms, RELrGIO'GS (1) ANTI•SPiniTUALISTS, AXD A VOWED 

INFIDELS, ?:ersus Clll:ISTI.\Xl'rY, S. ll. DRIT·rA""' W. S. COUUT~EY, A~D 
liiODERN Sl'Inl'ft:ALI8:'1I. 

Dods was a Unirersalist minister ; his hobbies are 
1ncsmeris1n anu electricity ; so he wants to make then1 
tho cause of spiritualism. " ~Iisfortunc brings us ac­
quainted with strange bed-fellows ;" accordingly, the 
clerical and orthodox opponents of spirit intercourse, in 
their dire calan1ity, after attributing the phenomena to 
Universalist contrivance, are glad to avail themselves of 
the aid of a Universalist preacher to assist in "putting 
it clown'' (?) ; he is the n1ost successful opponent because 
he nearly adopts the spiritual theory. Dr. Richmoncl 
consistently dcn:cs the spiritual origin both of the Dib]e 
anu modern spiritual intcrcourge ; while S. B. Brittan 
his opponent, editor Spiritual Telegraph, contends for the 
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spiritual origin of both. So completely, however, has Dr. 
Ricbmond failed in maintaining his position (though a 
keen and practised disputant), that the editor of the 
New York Times, with that candor and courtesy so char­
acteristic of most opponents of the manifestations, as­
serted that it was a got-up affair. The editor of the 
Tribune, however, proved the contrary, having intro­
duced them to each other, and Dr. Richmond's opinion 
having been previously known. Dr. Rogers, in his 
answer to Beecher, has left the scriptural argument un­
touched, thereby tacitly admitting that his conclusions 
point to a total disbelief in all spirit agency - to Deism 
in its grossest form. 

Rev. Charles Beecher says of the automatic theory: 

It outs up by the roots large portions of the prophetic scriptures. 
It declares that " the true seer seeks not the divine in the TRANCE," 

nod that " all revelation that pretends to come from tho spiritual world, 
only on condition of its passage through an automatic medium, is im· 
possible, and its pretension a. libel on the name of spirit, and a reproach 
on the character of diviue wisdom." But was not "Saul also among 
the prophets" 1 And was he not an "automaton medium,'' when 
" the Spirit of God was upon him also, and he went on and prophesied 
till he came to N aioth, in Ramah, and stripped off his clothes, and fell 
down all that day and that night" 1 Did not Peter " fall into a 
TRANCE, and seo heaven opened, and n. certain vessel descending" 1 etc. 
Was not Daniel a true seer, and an "automaton medium,U when, after 
a three weeks' fast, he saw a vil!ion his attendants saw not, lost all 
strength, and " heard the voice of his words, in a deep sleep, on his 
face on the ground" 1 'Vera the sublime glories of the Apocalypse a 
reproach on the character of the divin3 wisdom, because John saw them 
for tho most part while " in tho spirit," and his body lying ·" os ,i~t.eos" 
on the surf-beaten lEgean shore 1 

If o. theory be o.doptcd everywhere else but in the Bible, excluding 
spiritual intervention by odylio channels in toto, and accounting for 
everything physically, then will the covers of the Dible prove but 
pasteboard barrierM. Such a theory will sweep its way through the 
Bible, and its authority, its plenary inspiration, will be annihilatoo. 
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On the other hnnd, if the theory of spiritual intervention through 
odylio channels be accepted in the Bible, it cannot be shut up there, 
but must sweep its way through tho wide do~ain of "popular super· 
stitions," as they are called, separating the element of truth, on which 
those superstitions are based, and asserting its own authoritative 
supremacy. 

Those who say they believe that J onab lived three 
days in a fish's belly, that the old prophets saw angels, 
were carried by spirits, healed the sick, etc., on the 
testimony of a few men who have been in the spirit 
\vorld for centuries, refuse to believe, on the testimony 
of thousands of living witnesses, that occurrences much 
less startling take place now, thus verifying the remark 
of Christ, and vindicating their spiritual lineage from 
those who in a former day " strained at a gnat and swal­
lowed a camel." 'fhey believe on hearsay; but the evi­
dence of ·eye-witnesses,. and even of their own eyesight, 
is deemed insufficient, when it comes in contact with 
their previous opiuions. Can they be sincere ? Reli­
gionist opponents of spiritualism, at least be candid and 
manly; down with your false colors! up with the black 
flag of infidelity ! Epicurus, Hobbs, Voltaire and Car­
lyle, are your real leaders, though you profess to fight 
under the Banner of Christ and his apostles. A sincere 
Sadducee may be respected, but a canting Pharisee! 
faugh ! Stamp Gocl our Father under your feet ! kneel 
down before the idols you have set up! Od force, elec­
tricity, munuane influences, and the automaton brain,-· 
these arc thy gods, 0 shamming slaves of sect! 

•• 
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APPENDIX. 

COliMONICATION FROM WM. WISHART. A. CRIDGE, MEDIUM. 

Ant at the highest mark. Run for the greatest prize. Seek for the 
richest pearls of wisdom. Knock at the gates of the spirit land, and 
they will be opened. Ask of your heavenly Father, and joy and peace 
are yours. Rema.in not in the slough of despond, in the mire of stupd­
ity, in the beaten track of tradition, while the green pastures and still 
waters of the spirit ]and are basking in the beams of the Sun of Right­
eousness, and are open· to the weary and travel-worn wayfarer in life's 
path. Why do ye hunger and thirst in the deserts of stlfishness and 
the quagmires of sensuality, when the treo of life, bearing all manner of 
healing fruits (Rev. 22), lies within your grasp 1 * * * 

Be calm, candid, quiet and temperate. Seek, then, to commune 
with spirits, and the gentlo influences of the spirit land will refine and 
ennoble you. It is not to the learned, the great, or the wealthy, that 
these things are open, but to the earnest seeker for spiritual truth and 
practical good. Let not the fear of ridicule or the terrors of church 
discipline awe those who would investigate, or prevent developed mediums 
from defending truth that they" know and have seen." Remnin true 
to the faith you have received evideneo of, a.nd confident in the hope of 
a glorious resurrection of the race from the depths of sensuality, sel· 
fishness and scepticism, by intercourse with the spirits of tho "loved," 
but no longer "lost," that are gone before. All that is beautiful a.nd 
elevating, all that is heart-stirring nod sublime, all of calmness nnd 
peace, shall be tho lot of those who are true to the light that is in them, 
and open to the truth that is around them, and tho love that will de­
scend on them from above. The "fruits of the spirit, shall be mani· 
fested copiously as rivers of water in the sp1·ingt and the· millennium will 
commence whenever and wherever these manifestations are freely re­
ceived and fully acted out. 

DIRECTIONS FOR TilE DEVELOPMENT OF MEDIUX'S FOR TBE HIOllER MANI• 

FESTATIONS, DY W. WISllAltT, TllROUGII A. C. 

KEEP free as possible from all impUl·ity and excitement, mental and 
' physical. Especin1Jy, abstain totally fl'Om dru6s, nleoholnnd tobacco; 
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tea, coffee and flesh are usually detrimental, but some good mediums 
use them. The grosser kinds of flesh, such as fat, gravy, pork, etc., 
shoulu be dispensed with, the body kept clean by constant ablutions, 
and the spirit of love control the actions. Abstain from contro­
versy and excitement ; all around should be congenial : these condi­
tions, though favorahle, are not invariably requisite. Music of an 
elevating character, such as may be found in the Spirit :Minstrel, is 
useful in refining the organism, so as to render it open to higher influ­
ences and to coun~ract discordant ones. Association witb. mediums 
further developed, and with other congenial persons, is also efficacious. 
Contact with uncongenial persons should be avoided. \Vhile sitting 
for communications there should be no loud tones or disputes among 
persons present ; solitude is better, and a few better than many ; quiet 
and harmony are the elements in which the higher spirits live. Where 
several mediums are together, the influence, other th·ings being equa1, 
is more powerful; thence one good result, among others, from spiritual­
ist communities. Developed mediums can usually ascertain, by asking 
the spirits, who is a medium, and of what kind. 

BY ALFRED CitmGE:. 

Tipping mediums, the most common kind, cnn be readily developed 
by sitting with a. tipping medium already developed, at a small J;tand; 
with two tipping mediums would be better; by gradually substituting, 
on the stand or table, the band of the neophyte for that of the more 
developed mediums, the former would soon be developed. 

REV. W. WJSUART ON SOCIAL REFORM. 

As long as the mass of believers (in spirit intercourse) live in the 
old selfish way, progress will be comparatively slow ; they must gire 
practical evidence of the superiority of their faith to that of others; 
this can only be dono to a limited extent in society as now constituted. 
It may not be desirable that all should leave their present position, 
but many should, to form nuclei for large communities. The guerilla 
warfa.ro is well in its place, but a regular army is needed to give com­
plete efficiency. It is almost time to stop putting new cloth on o!d 
garment.-3 ; there will be enough half-hreds left behind to keep tho old 
sooial organization in a constant ferment, and enough membct's of spir· 
itualist communities detached from time to time to carry on offensive 
operations; but every thorough spiritualist should have a home among 
his kindt·ed. Individual sovereignty is well; unity is better; purity 
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is indispensable; but love, &'11ided. by wisdom, will fuso them in ono 
homogeneous mass. We shall shake the old social organization to its 
centre; we will shiver it in fragmi!nts; we defy opposition; we court . \ . 
inquiry ; we scorn intimidation; we know our mission, and we cannot 
fail. We are not omnipotent, and cannot control conditions; but we 
bow what wo can do, and the future is not hidden to us. Arrest the 
hurriQane, defy the earthquake, drive back the rail-car. at full speed, 
by standing in its way, but think not to stop our work. 

LIDS COMUUNICATD 'l'IIROUOH .CHARLES RAMSDELL, OF WO:BUnN, lltmPORT• 
IMG TO BE JROM AN .AJWENIAN SPIRIT. 

.. ,. 

0 ! do not bow ~here bigots kneel, 
Nor tamely cringe beneath the rod ; 

But look to yon bright vault, and feel 
Withiu your hearts to worship God. 

God is your Father, and when storr~ 
Of sorrow cloud earth's dark career, 

0! ask no priest for creed or forms, 
By .which to reach your Father's ear. 

Away! away! 'tis all in vain; 
· . For never, never can you bind 
·The· false-begotten bigot's chain 

Around the God-created mind. 

Thy pathway yet shall be the sun, 
Yon rolling orb thy path shall be; 

And, with the uncreated One 
Hold converse through eternity. 

• 
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