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INTRODUCTION.
MESIKEIHSM has so long occupied the
attention of serious and intelligent people,
and so firm are the convictions of a large
class of the educaled community upon the
subject, that the man, who respects his
own judgment, may no longer treat the
science as the visionary dream of enthusiasts, worthy alone of a laugh or sneer.
The friends of Mesmerism have ever
urged its claims as a most efficacious
remedial agency, and the proof they adduce
in support of this position, is all but conclusive to the unprejndiced inquircr. But
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My experiments relate chiefly to clairvoyance, and although I have not failed to
notice the many curious and most interesting
collateral phenomena—such as, insensibility
to pain, community of taste and feeling,
instantaneousrelief from distressing achesyet, I am willing to regard these not as
facts, of which we can be positively certain, but

rather as inferences, about which

opinions may difl'er. Besides, long and
varied experience should be brought to
bear in determining such conclusions.
This sort of experience I have not. I deal
alone with what are either facts or are not
—with truth or falsehood.
It will easily be seen, what must have
become of my convictions in the existence
of such a power as clairvoyance, and how
my knowledge of the truth of this power
led me into an investigation of what appear
to be the closely allied phenomena of tableturning and mysterious rappings.
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to a rational and
to their origin.

satisfactory conclusion as

It may appear to the reader that in
my questions, I have treated the
matter as if it was undoubtedly spiritual,
but if he hereafter should acquire any
practical knowledge on the subject, he will
find that the phenomena, being intelligent,
impose conditions which the inquirer must
comply with, if he would prosecute his investigation with any hope of success.
As my first experience of the more
advanced “ manifestations” was acquired
through the mediumship of Mrs. Hayden,
and as the public has been taught to look
upon her with much suspicion, it may not
be out of place to express my moral certainty of the genuine nature of the phenomena which occur in her presence.
This opinion is not founded upon a
superficial examination of one or two
hours’ duration, but is the result of almost

putting
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daily experience, extended over a period
of eight months. I have endeavoured to
embrace all the phases of mediumship in
my knowledge :—table-moving, with and
without contact, intelligently and unintelligently; answering mental questions correctly through the involuntary writing ;
spontaneous somnambnlism and clairvoyance, quite distinct in its characteristics
from mesmeric somnambulism ; and, lastly,
the rarer form of raps, into which all the
others at times merge more or less perfectly.

Another point, of which only those are
able to judge who have paid suflicient
attention to the facts, is the induction of
“sensitives” into these powers, after they
have been in contact with some person in
whom these powers are already deve-

loped.

This induction
of

nervous

seems

epidemics,

to follow some law
and we commit a

7

mraonucrion.

most serious

error

when

we

attempt

to

knowledge of it.
I know, personally, ten instances where
individuals, after visiting Mrs. Hayden,
reason

without a

have been inducted into the same powers
which she possesses, though perhaps in a
less degree.
Mesmeric patients seem to be more easily
inducted than others. This leads us to ask,
are not all these “manifestations” mesmeric?
But with equal justice we may ask, is not
Mesmerism a minor phase, graduallypaving
the way to the further derelopement of
these phenomena? That some close connexion exists is highly probable. My own
experience furnishes me with a proof of this.
Occasionally, when I mesmerize, heavy
blows, as if with a fist, are struck on a
table or other piece of furniture; at other
times, detonations appear to be made in
the air some two or three feet above my
head, and descend until they take the form
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ledge" of

another when

9

opposed

to your
For
the
sake
opinions? Nay;
of common sense and a decent regard to
justice, let us rather believe, when serious
men, who have no motive to deceive, tell
you things as facts, that you will place
more reliance upon their statements, than
upon the contradictions of others, who from
the necessity of the case must speak from

not so!

ignorance.
If

can establish
is
become
of the accuto
new facts, what
mulated and accumulatingknowledge of the
world? Is each investigator at liberty to
reject all this knowledge until he can prove
it personally for himself? and if he has not
time or disposition to investigate, may he say,
“ it is
impossible, I do not believe it '(”
There is a curious point connected with
painless surgical operations which illustrates
no

amount of evidence

these remarks.
Without exception, I believe it will be

‘
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TRUTH OF CLAIRVOYANCE.

CHAPTER I.
KESIEKIBK AS A CURATIVE AGENCY.

introductory remarks I stated
to confine myself simply and
intention
my
to
purely things that have come under my
observation as facts, I am precluded from
saying I know Mesmerism to be the powerful remedial measure which it is claimed to
be. Nor would any deductions of mine
add weight to the statements of the many
As in my
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sons

to

yield readily during

a

natural

sleep.

Still distrusting the evidence laid before
me, I sought for other cases. I soon found
several, and in no one instance did I fail
to induce sleep, and to banish the pain
under which the patients were labouring.
In two of these cases, the persons had
no knowledge whatever of Mesmei-ism,
never having heard of it, yet the effect was
as prompt and decided as if they had been
mesmerized all their lives.
I will draw no inferences, but I will

brieflyrecapitulate.

patient cannot move her head without
assistance, or suffering the most exquisite
pain; she has no appetite, no sleep by
night or day._ Passes are made over her
almost accidentally, by one who knew no
A

Meamerism thanshe did ; she closes
her eyes, and her head turns gently and
naturally on her pillow, an utter impos-

more of
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instance discovered in the dark room who
was the writer of every letter, when I, the
questioner, knew not but what these letters
might have been blank pieces of paper.
I do not insist that the information
conveyed to us was in consequence of clairvoyance proper. All of it except akuowledge of who was the writer of the letter,
might have been previously known to the
clairvoyant. It is needless to multiply
cases; a few instances, when above 803-"
picion, are as good as many.
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clairvoyant
out.

to be at that momt

All the

dining

accompanying circumstances

were

mentioned, the number of

their

personal

the ladies,
and
style of
appearance,
the
of
to
conversation.
even
dress,
subjects
On the instant I sent the statement to
my friend, and from his reply, found it in
all its leading features most correct. The
inaccuracies (and inaccuracies,more or less,
are always to be expected) consisted in
relating different epochs of the individual’:
life as co-existing.
A few evenings subsequently I again
introduced the picture of the same friend.
“ He is
standing at a drawing-room door,
brushing his hair; he leads the lady of the
house in to dinner. The master of the
house is there. (A minute description of
him.) Your friend is sitting next to the
lady of the house, &c. Such and such
dishes and fruits for dinner, Sic.” liven
whilst my friend was at dinner I sent off
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patient had ever seen

General Sir

or

or known them as friends or
Lady
acquaintances of my correspondent. We
neither of us knew where the gentleman
in question would dine that day, or with
whom ; so that imagination, sympathy,suggestion, are entirely excluded from bearing
any part in explanation of the above facts.
Desirous to ascertain if light was necessary to enable the clairvoyant to obtain
perception of distant objects, I arranged
with a gentleman abroad, that at a certain
,

hour he should do some unusual act in a
dark room.
At the hour appointed, the somnambule
went in search of him, found him, and
declared him to have “something on his
head——not his hat ; that he had a picture
-—the picture of a lady—which he kept
under lock and key.” Enough was said
In her normal
to identify the picture.
~1;x1r
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She barely touched it, and exclaimed:
“You did not get this letter to-day; it
came from a great distance—from over the
seas.” She then proceeded to describe to
me the appearance of the writer's house,
the disposition of the room, the relationship in which she stood to me, and finished
her narration by saying: “The house is
shut up 5 she was ill ; she has gone away.*
I saw her walking in a garden, she fell
down, and went away very soon.”
Twelve days after this I received a letter
from America announcing the death of this
relative. I copy thi paragraph from the
letter: “ Nine days before her death, she fell
whilst walking on a path near the house,
and broke her leg.”
It is hardly Within the bounds of possibility to regard this as a coincidence, but
when we look further, and see the same
Her usual way of so; ing that .1 person is dead.
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I could keep them in sight all the time.
The raps began, and were much louder
and more emphatic than on my former
visit. My first question was put mentally,
“What is
as indeed were all my others.
the real name of the place to which I must
address the letter which the involuntary
motion of my hand has directed me to
write ?” “Frontunac,” was very slowly
rapped out to me. As the raps persisted
in giving me this word, I desisted from the
inquiry, and mentally requested that the
table should be moved in conformity with
the statement made to me in writing at my
own house.
Scarcely had the idea been
formed in my mind, when the table, a
large centre one, turned half-way round.
I motioned the medium away, beyond the
possibility of reach; got up myself and
changed my seat; and in a few seconds
the table moved in an undulating manner,
a distance of four to five feet up to the
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involuntarily a figure resembling a
large U, and wrote Frontunac.” I thought,
Whatcan this figure mean? when the word
“lake” was at once written. I instantly un-

drew

“

derstood what

was

meant, and my hand

to my thought, wrote “Yes,
Fond
du lac ;” Frontunac had
yes, yes,
been meant for “ Fond du lac.”
It seems to me to be in place here to give
the sequel to this strange power of involuntary writing. In order to test the intelligence of it, I got a friend to ask me
one hundred and eighty—seven mental
questions, de omnibus rebua. Thirty only
out of these were answered incorrectly.
Of these thirty, twenty-two related to
living persons. I had intended to have
carried these questions to greater length,
but the power which moved my hand
seemed to be exhausted, and did finally
leave it in writing "Why do you seek to
know more 1”’ I afterwards put the mental

responding
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put merely for the sake of
the
studying character of the answers given

tions

were

by the raps.
(Mentally.)

“When I write to
what account
of
these
shall I give
puzzling phenomena1"’
"Tell him my spirit hovers around him
like an angel. Tell him the truth. Tell
him, great is the work, and good is the
We wait to take him
cause. Be ready!
home to our Father’s house on high."

(Mer:tally.)
What is Mesmerism ?”
“The gift of God.”
“

(Me2zlally.)
“

“

How do we mesmerise ?”
It is not you.”

(Mental1y.)
What then is it P”
“The influence He imparts to
“

(MentaIly.)

“How is it

imparted?”

you.”

Asa‘ —.he.mzd; ‘and: his
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Then why should I not be incredulous
about these sot’-disant spirit raps 1”’
“Because it is against the laws of God.”
“

(Mcn!ally.)
Where am I to find these laws?”
“In the Bible.”

“

(Mcnlally.)
“

Whereabouts ?”

Many places.”
(Mentally.)
“Be more specific.
“

much.”
“You will know
a medium.”

You

more

generalize too

when you become

(Men!ally.)
"
"

Oh! I
Yes.”

am

to become a medium 1”’

(Mentally.)
“How 1”’
“Remain
will.”

passive,

(Menlallg/.)

and wait for God’:
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and

from an alphabet in detached
mixed promiscuously, and turned

names

pieces,

face downwards.
In consequence of

communication that
was rapped out to me some time before, I
asked this friend the mental question :
“When will the raps be made to me
a

intelligently ?”

The answer was long, and to this efl'ect:
“The birthday of Jesus, the Saviour,
Christ. We rejoice in the Lord. We praise
Him. All nations join with us. The day
of Christ! All ,join on earth, and in the
spirit land, in praises to Him, the Saviour
of mankind. Ask then for us all.
Wait 1”
The writer was totally unconscious of
what was written, nor did I mention the
purport of the question or answer.
Some days subsequently I put the same
question mentally. The answer was nearly
alike, but rather difiercntly worded.
“

Christmas, the birtluluy of Christ, the

mt‘ f; ,;
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Yea.”

Did you know this lady ?”
ll’ Yes.”
“ Where 1”’
No answer.
" In
England?”
“

No answer.
In Canada ?”
No answer.
“ In France?”
No answer.
“ In America ?”
(3 Yes.”
“ In
Washington ?”
(( Ya.”
“

Were you white ?”
No answer.
“ Were
you black T”
"

"

Yes.”

“

A servant?”

Yea.”
This lady’: servant ?”
4»; Yes.”
“

“
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It does not seem to be at all necessary
that a table should be employed in the
process: a door, the walls of a room,
the floor, an empty box, or what is perhaps
still more satisfactory, a sheet of cardboard
held in one hand, whilst the other hand is
either taken by the medium, or placed on
the table with which she is in contact.
On all these various things the raps are
produced, not quite so loud perhaps as on
the table, but still sufliciently so to assure
you that you are not deceived. I have
frequently got my answers from the raps
made on a small’ sheet of paper lying by
my side.
It certainly makes no! theleast diferawe
whether the medium shuts or open: her
eyes, whether she pays little or much
attention to you. The raps still go on, and
that intelligently.
On more than one occasion the medium
visited my house. The persons whom she
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met there

were

perfect strangers

to

her;

yet all their questions were, I believe,
without exception, answered correctly. We
took the precaution to observe that the
questions asked should be beyond the
knowledge of all present but the questioner, and that some other person besides
himself hould point to the letters of the
alphabet and obtain the answers. At the
requet of one of the party, such an infinite number of raps were made at the
same time, that the table seemed to be
covered by blows, as if thousands of hailstoncs of different dimensions had fallen
on it.
We were startled by hearing an air
distinctly rapped out, and simultaneously
exclaimed “God save the Queen.” One
of the persons present had incntally requested this to be done. The experiment
of getting the table to move without being
touched

was

again repeated,

every pre-
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caution being taken to avoid collusion, and
in the presence of six credible ‘witnesses,
the table partially raised up one side, and
moved backwards and forwards, more than
two feet each time.
These are some of my facts. I give
them without an attempt at explanation.
Possessing keen eyesight and a somewhat
suspicious disposition, I must fairly own
that I am bafled. However, my only desire
is, to add what experience I may have
obtained to the general stock of Facts which
will be gradually collected. We may hope

time, from mialysis of these various rcports, to zm'iw at something satisfactory.
In the nieimxvhili-, pcrliups it would be
in

better not to commit
conclusions drawn

to

our

belief too

hastily

altogctlicl’ from table

tippings, which scum to be the lower and
x'u(lin1eutax'_\‘ form of these phenomena, and
altogctlicr worthless as the foundation of a
tlieory. We should endeavour to embrace
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