















































CLAIMS or THE SPIRITUAL nAl>I>nns. 17

approved of py the great body ©f the Rappers. Much
more Of the same kind of |anguage rmght be quoted’ but

We presume the above quotations are suilicient to satisfy

any candid man that our assertion is true. If any °ne
doubts,however, we would refer him to the books them-

selves.

Is it not strange, if the Bible is true, that no prophecy
should have been recorded there respecting this extraordi-
nary change thatis to come ypon the earth, through the
agency of the Spirits ? How short-sighted in the Al-
mighty, when inspiring his prophets to foretell the glories
of Christianity, that he should have entjrely overlooked
this much greater dispensation ! But probably he did not
then know that so extraordinary 2 genius as Dr. Franklin
would ever arise in the heavenly sphere, to discover what
had escaped his observation! It is not to be at all won-
dered at that this Dr. Franklin should be able to equal the
Deity in omnipresence, as he has proved himself syperior
in omniscience |

o



CHAPTER 11,

WHAT sus THE BIBLE?

We propose to examine this creed in the [ight of

Ist. The Scrzjatures.
ley. Reason.
3dly. Phvélosophy.

4th-ly. Common Sense;

5thly. Religion,
and then to point out what we believe we have discovered
to be the true cause of the rapping phenomena_

Ist. What do the Scriptures say upon s point ?

Our readers will pardon uvs for taking = general survey
of the grand doctrine of the Bjp|e, before considering par-
ticular passages.

It is unnecessary here to settle the doctrine of the ple-
nary inspiration of the Bible. As the Rappers" have
fled to its pages for consolation, even if those pages were
not guthoritative, it would be important to show that the
slaveholders never made a greater mistake in fleeing to the
Bible for protection from the darts of the anti-Slavery
archers, than our spiritual brethren have made in casting
up their intrenchments of Biblical |gre, behind which they
luxuriate in |oving fellowship with drunkards, slaveholders,
war makers, and other false jnterpreters ©f Christianity.
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Ist. What crime does the Old Testament accuse the

Jews of committing? QU going after other gods and
teachers than Jehovah. The sin of the Israelites was sim-

ply this.  They went after strange gods. Nothing more
can be made of their |do|atry They did no-t forsake en-
tirely the God of heaven, but they add-ed the Worship of
other gods to their religious system. Precisely the same
acts in spirit were committed by the packsliding Christians
of John's time. Errorists added to the Worship of the
true God, that of Antichrist. This gpnears plain from
John's accusation of these (jsciples.

Now what are our Sp|r|tual brethren d0|ng but reV|V|ng
the ancient sin of the Old and New Testament transgres-

sors? As we have seen from the gyotations from their
writings, UNder pretence ©f introducing = purer system of
religious faith than the old gpe, they have formed acquain-
tance with other gods than the one [jying and true Jeho-
vah. They have abandoned the Urim and Thummim of
the Christian dispensation, as Saul did that of the \psaic,
and like him have chosen to consult with familiar Spirits.

We will now introduce a yery few quotations more, that
show the jmportant part human spirits occupy N this new
way ©f saving man.

In the "Spjritual Teacher," by R- P.Ambler, then Edi-
tor of the Gpirit Messenger, the Spirits say, ~ It is the
mission of the Gpjrits to bring life and immortality to light."
"The ANGELs have decided to accomplish the pwyoose
which they have conceived.” ~ They Will cover the earth
with fruits of immortal growth." = They will cause the

tears of men to flow no more."

In the © Phijlosophy ©f the Spirit World," hy Hammond,
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we have the following from the Spirits: " You see no hope
of reform unless a radical change is wrought," &c. "The
work must be commenced and completed by Spirits.77

In * Light from the Spjrit World," the Spirits say,
" we Wil pour out ypon you @ full measure of jngpiration
from heaven." "You will write and preach as you will be
moved py the Spil‘itS."

Says "John Howard," in the "New Era," "Spirits
have taken the position of teachers, they will instruct all
who will receive their instruction.

It is plain, that the Gpjrits are to be the chief actors in
the vast drama of reform now opening before the World.
What has become of God, we are not expressly informed,
as the " Father of Spirits" is a being about Whom the
N Spirits" have but little to tell us."  They are the ones
who are to do all these things, and to them will belong the
glory of the hnal salvation of the (gce, unless it is said
that God has commissioned them; but that is a point upon

which both Spjrits and Rappers are wisely, nearly silent.
" The Spirits or angels have decided to gccomplish the
purpose Which they have conceived."

Thus we see the startling principle recognized, that err-
ing man is the mediums of communication with heaven, and
that gnly through human Spjrits can the world be " made
wise unto salvation,” This is the crime of errorists in all
ages, and is emphatically the sin of the Catholic imitators
of that holy ministry established by Him, who taught the
glorious doctrine of the equglity of all men before God.
The Urim and Thunimim were the appointed means of re-
vealing God's will to the ancient Israelites. Under the

Christian dispensation’ prayer in the name of Christ was
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substituted for this ceremonial. Under both dispcnsations,
God was recognized as the only Zegiéimrrte teacher of his
people. By this we mean that both Jews and Christians
were required to believe in no other teacher of truth, ex-
cept the respective heads of the two gystems, Moses was
"faithful over own house," and Christ over his. The
Jew was expected t© cling to Moses,as the chosen medium

of the A|m|ghty in revea”ng his W|”, and the Christian
was required to put the same coniidence in Jesus.  Priests

existed under the ancient dispensation,,but not as teachers.
Their othce was to take charge of the temple service.  So
ministers had a being under the Christian dispensation,
but were never fled to as teachers in the place of Christ.
Under both of these dispensations God assumed absolute
authority over his people. Moses and Jesus were only
mediums through whom his wiil was declared. Not so with
the Spirits.  Letthis point be distinctly understood. We
beg of our gpiritual friends to look at it candidly. Moses

and Jesus each stood as the acknow|edged interpreter of
God's will to man, and their words were to be |mpl|c|t|y

confided in as authoritative.

Then it is gdmitted, that God through Moses was the
only legitimate teacher of the Jews, and through Christ
the same of the Christians. |If itis urged in reply to this
statement, that God also anointed prophets, who spake
from direct jnspiration, we answer, they spake only as the
rebukers ot' the pegple tbr disobeying the law of Moses
God inspired them to warn the contemners of his ancient
law of the terrible fate that awaited them for their disobe-
dience. It is plain that Moses was the representative of
God to the ancient Jews, and that to hjm, as the me-
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diurn of God, were they to hearken. Whenever they went

after other gods, they cast aside the authority of Moses,
who required them to worship Jehovah gnly, That we
may not be misunderstood, we will use the fgllowing illus-
tration. Supposing a p|pe is laid from a never fa”mg
fountain to the streets of a |grge city. Years roll py, and
the stream still flows uninterruptedly through the main
pipe, until it reaches the gates of the city. A designing
man pierces the pipe just outside the city walls, and while
the inhabitants are crying for water, he introduces a stream
from another fountain, of a poisonous nature, which he
causes to flow through sweetened conduits. The drink
tastes deliciously to the people, but, alasldeath is con-
cealed in its nectarine glements, and the city is filled with
woe.

Precisely so is it when God's chosen 5y Of nourishing
his children is ghandoned, and "broken cisterns that can
hold no water” are gpplied to, for that gpiritual water of
which " if a man drink he shall never thirst.”  Whatever
way this js, when it is forsal<en,nothing but spiritual lean-
ness is the result. Now, if God established the Mosaic
dispensation, then it was the " fountain of |jying waters"
until he ordained a better. He did, under Christ, estab-
lish a better dispensation, which in its turn was to stand
until revoked [y the same power that established it.  Let
this point be well eighed. The Mosaic dispensation
stood as God's |gw, until Christ was anointed in \Moses'
room, and he is to stand until God appoints his successor.
Here we plant ourselt, and challenge the Spiritualists t©
refute our grguments, or drive us from our position,  If
God is the author of the Bjple, Moses was the only head
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of the Jewish church, and his laws were binding until

Christ came, Who now, as interpreted by the © Comforter,”
stands before the world as God's 0n|y Vicegerent to man.
This is Protestantism, but this is not modern Spjritualism.

We now make this charge against = Spiritualism." It

upsets Christianity, as far as the guthority of its recognized
teachers, Christ and the Holy Spirit, is concerned. If its

doctrines are true, there is more than ” one Mediator be-
tween God and man," for eyery Spirit from the other
world anects to be either a mediator, or a teacher on his own

responsibility.  Christianity, as far as its guthority and
perilcction are concerned, is thus gverthrown, although seme

reliance may Pe placed upon e precepts ©f Christ,-but
this is not Christianity, as understood py the believers in

the Bible.

Thus, as long as Jesus Christ the Son of God, and tho
Holy Ghost, " which they that believe on him should re-
ceive," are seated at the head of God's chyrch, can there
be no room for the Spjrits, The only way in Which they
can substantiate their claims, is by proving the abdication
of Christ and the Holy Spirit in their favor. Our Spirit-
ual friends cannot (eny this.

One point more before we allude to some of the texts

of Scripture, which the Rappers quote to sustain their
insane position( 1t is this. All along adown the stream

of time, there have arisen numerous hypocritical pretend-
ers to pejng able to teach men "the 5, of salvation.”
Ever since Aaron set ,, the golden calf on the plains
around the burning mount, and allowed the besotted Israel-
ites to Worship it as their deliverer, has man rebellcd

against the authority of Jehovah, in this matter of reli-

P S
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giOUS teaChing. In the days of the Aposﬂes numerous
false teachers grpse, and professed to be the almoncrs of

hcaven's bounty to earth. Cf them it is gaid, - Every
Spil’it" (OI’ person) "that confesses that Jesus Christ has
come in the flesh," (thatis, that recognises his authority as
a divine teacher,) "is of GOd.", NOW, do the Spn‘“’s of

to-day bow before this gythority? Do they acknowledge
Jesus as "Lord of all ?" Then they are not of GOd,

according t© the New Testament.

This is the standard by which to try them. Do they
assert the g premacy ©f Christ, and confess that they are
messengers from the Holy Spirit. NoOt one of them. On
the contrary, many ©f them denpy in toto the magnitude ©f
Christ's  mission, and, as we have ggen, claim that they are
going to establish a Lyrer and better dispensation, as Jo.
Smith did before them. It jg in vain for our Rapping
brethren to gttempt to evade this point. They have set
themselves ~ 5 against the Lord and his Christ," and if
they are not yery blind, they must see that they are Anti-
christ.

It matters not they still acknowledge God as the chief
of divinities . this did the Jews, while they were worship-
ping the idols of the heathen. It is gngygh that they are
not satisfied with God's teachings, but hanker after new
Gods or teachers. In this consists their denial of God's
dominion, for if God is still alive and able to instruct them,
what need is there of their applying to Dr. Rush gnd Ben-
jamin Franklin ?

If we are asked, if py applying to spirits for wisdom we
believe God is nsulted, our answer s, most emphatically,
yes, for a child who runs to other children in the street to
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know his duty, instead of gsking his father to shew it him,
iS no more insulting in his treatment of his father than we
are in our treatment of Go(, by applying t° Spirits t© in-
struct us- We have said that Jesus' gythority remains
binding upon us, until it is set aside by Jehovah, as Moses'
law, was. In lieu of the personal presence ©f Jesus, by
which we can be instructed, we have that gift promised
by him, as his interpreter and representative to the end
oftime. "If | 55 away the Comforter will come.” We
are thus armed ”~ cap 2 pie," with the gospel armor, and
as John as said, = we need not that 5, man teach ys, &:."
Now with this plain fact before their gyeg we do not know
how our spiritual friends, can retain their fajth, and with gny
shew of reason profess to believe in Chyristianity. Either
God or they must be greatly mistaken. He g5y the
Comforter, Jesus' representative, is an all sufficient gyjide for
the church. They say nay, but give us Dr. Rush.  They
thus manifestly prefer Rush to Christ, and Thomas Paine
to the Holy Spirit. S it any wonder that they should
" be filled with the fruit of their own doings?  We are
aware that the * Spjritualists” will attempt to reply to this
argument as follows. Is it any more a violation of Crod's
command, not to Worship other gOdS, and to app|y to him
only for truth, when we consult Spirits, than it is when we
attend church and read the writings of commentators upon
the Scriptures? Our reply is, ook at your practice again,
and see ifthere is 5 similiarity between the two. In the
first place, every church claims to be founded upon the

doctrine of the teaching of the Holy Spirit, and eyery
minister and commentator profess to be guided by that

Spirit in t teachings, Do the Spjrits in the other world

el s
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claim that the Hoply Ghost /ms jngpjrec| llzem to gpeak ?

Do they lisp the name of the Holy Spirit? Qd. Even
if it were true, that the cases were similar, it would not

justify your conduct. God has positively declared, ~ if any
man lack wisdom let him ask of God, who giveth liberally
and upbra|deth not." If men err in Seeking human teach~
ers, IS it anyjustification ©f your actin seeking superhuman
scources Of instruction ? To this it may be rep”ed " shall
we never ask advice from man? N We are now treating

upon re“g'ous wisdom, and have 0n|y stated the words of
God himself in relation to the matter. But do you con-

tent yourselves With asking advice of Gpjrits ?  Ng, but
you look to them as the grand regenera’tors of the "latter

day," the greatest apostles ©f reform, the world has ever
seen.

Of course strong-minded @nd  thinking men, ©of whom
we are gorry to say there are not many among the Spiritu_
alists, laugh at these pretensions ©f the majority and are
beginning to shake their skirts from all connection with
the subject. One of them, formally a contributor to a
spiritual paper, caused his name to be removed, upon per--
ceiving the extravagant pretensions put forth py the more
enthusiastic, Which syrpass the powers claimed py even
the Apostles, as will be shewn in another pjace, Another
very distinguished Spiritualist informed the writer not |ong
since, that he had concluded that it was a mere theological
belief, and not worth contending much about. Byt the
" New Era" the chief 5 gan oOf the movement in New

England, still persists in declaring that it believes
" Heaven is opened to Earth,” and that a "new era," is

dawning upon the world. We will now present the par-
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ticular passages ©Of the Bible that are claimed by the Rap-
pers, 2 teaching their doctrine. It will be borne in mind,
that if what we have said is trye, Of course there cannot
be anything in the Bible to favor the Rapping doctrine, for
in that case, it would overthrow itself. It must also be
borne in mind that if the claims of our brethren are trye, in
regard to the " new dispensation,” ©f course the Bible
can contain pothing to favor them, for in that 55e, their
ideas would not be ey, but as old as Moses and Joshua.
Indeed their principal doctrine pejng true it is utterly inn-
possible that the Bible can gypport it, for then the singu-
ar spectacle would be presented of its author ypholding,
the doctrine thatit was to become an eaefe affair. Is it
likely that the author of the Bible would sustain a theory
the principal feature ofwhich jg that jt the Bijble, along
with all other remedial agents had utterly failed to redeem
man, and therefore the Spirits had commenced the work

of rapping out the gospe' in a new and Convincing

manner.

We wish to gy here, that whatever p,5y be said in the
Bible to favor the doctrine of Spiritua| intercourse’ that
there is not one word there to Uph0|d the modern doctrine

of Spiritual Bappings* Spirits existed and God conversed
With man, but there is not a ggjtary instance from Genesis

to Revelation of the carrying out of the Bapping doc-

- " Itis quite = singular phenomenon in the history of mental delusion
that men should with one breath proclaim @aloud the gjgries ©of the new
dispensation, and almost burst their blood yessels, in their frantic jgy, at
the coming of God upon earth, and then before these Words are hardly out
of their mouths, should seize their Bibles to proye that all they claim was
performed ages ago. They are like a man who should boldly claim to be sent
of God to establish a new religion, and when asked for the prgof of his
claims, should e over the Bible and quote passages to show that Moses,
Joshua, Jesus and F?aul taught, the very same religion, thousands of yegrg
ago, OuUr system IS a new one, bu-tiijt 'isn't, it'iS an old one.”
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trines. No Spirit of a human peing ever of his own ac-
cord appeared to man and held converse with him), by
rappings, °r in gny other gy~ Thus the Bible alfords no
support to this thegry, and ne explanation ©f the pheno-

mena, tending to materialism, can invalidate any portions
ofthe B|b|e’ for the p|ain reason that nothing of the kind

ever Occurred in Scnptura' times. And yet with a Singu_
lar madness our brethren figrcely rush to the Scriptures,

and Wrest them to their own destruction.
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And why should there be? Had God grown weary ©f
the Urim and Thummim, his appointed way under the old
dispensation of revea"ng his will to man? Was Christ's
spirit the Comforter no |gnger able to instruct men under
the new dispensation, and therefore, Socrates must under-
take the mighty Work ?  Both of these things must be
necessar”y true, if in the Bible, God has authorised the
Spiritua] Rappings_ Think of itl Under Moses, the
Jews had been led through various (difficulties, until the
laws of Mount Sinai were fully established, and all with-
out the Spjritual Rappings.

Under Christ the much grander Work of restoring the
Worship of the true God, had been Comp|eted’ and the

Sp”"ts had not been employed NOW, was it ||ke|y’ when
both of these dispensations were established without the

aid of the SGpjrits, that it would be pecessary to obtain

their assistance, merely to sustain these (igpensations ?
The bui|dings had been erected without the help of these

Spiritual carpenters. Was it pecessary t© employ them
to prop up those structures ?

Our adversaries do not ily to the Scriptures because
they have any idea of gbiding by their decisions, for they
have already told us that the (dispensation ©of the Spirits,
is superior N point ©f ability to accomplish holy results, to
any qther. Neither can they really believe that the Bible
contains  a s;r;gle instance4>flSpiritual Rappings, for they
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claim as we have geen, that those are latter-day wonders,
and giye us the date of their discovery. Why then do

they ﬂy to the Scriptures? For the same reason that
slaveholders do the ggme, because in that phook, there are
some gllusions, that seem at first sight to favor their doc-
trine, just as there are some few passages, that seem to
uphold slavery. But a closer examination of both of
these kind of texts proves that neither the rappers nor
the slaveholders, have the least shadow of foundation in
the Bible, for their doctrine.

We are aware that it will be gjjd, that ange|s appeared
to men, and so did God himself, but it by no means fol-
lows that those ange|s were departed SpiritS, or that God

was in rea”ty a man.
It is a most Singu|ar faCt, that our friends in the total

lack of other jaggages Of Scripture to sustain their doc-
trines, have resorted to the utterly untenable position, that
ange|s are the Spirits of htmzan beingsl So foolish is
error. By this grgument they shew their consciousness
of inability, otherwise to 5y their doctrine from Scrip-

ture, for nought but a desperate cause would feel Ob“ged
to use such an argument. We wish this point to be un-

derstood, that Spiritualism has been gpliged to assert the
human nature of gngels, in order to yrgye the oldness of
their doctrine.  "Apgels are human gpjrits," = Where
was thou when 1 laid the foundations of the earth ?
When the morning stars gang togethen _and. all the sons
of God shouted for joy." Pray tell ys, it this earth was
inhabited before its foundations were laid?

If the word angel, means messenger, 2° any consglt(_ar
of the griginal can determine for himself, then surely it is

an gbsurdity for the term to be gapplied exclusively to
spirits, and especially to the gpjrits ©f human peings.
Thatthe word gngel is applied to other than gpjritual Pe-
ings, is evident from the megsages addressed to the gngels
of the several Asiatic Churches, in which case it mani-
fesﬂy is app“ed to the elders of those Churches, Who, ac-
cording to the gospel siguification of ministers, were the ser-
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vants ofthose Churches. |t, therefore, implies nothing more
than one who does a service for the Almighty, and it may
mean GOod, Super-human’ or human beings’ and those in the
flesh as Well as those out. The angels of the Eastern
Churches, were God's servants and messengers to those
Churches. Thus Phebe is termed the servant of the

Church at Cencrea, and the Apostle frequently styles
himself the servant of God.

That there g, in existence’ beings above the race of
man, there is no reason whatever for doubting, for there
is nothing at all unreasonable in the idea. |ndeed, noth-
ing but rank materialism would find it hecessary to be-
lieve that ange|s were departed SpiritS, in order to ac-
count for their existence, for it surely would be no more
difficult for God, to create an inte”igence without a body,
than it is to create one with a body’ as he has done in the
case Of man. Materialism connects matter with
thing, and has no faith that rises above the mud.

IT we examine the Epistle of Paul to the Hebrews, we
shall be able to obtain a pretty correct idea of the nature
of these inte”igences_ Let us turn to the Ist Chapter of
that Ep|st|e In the 6th verse we read’ " When he
bringeth his Erst pegotten into the world, he saith let all
the ange|s of Goal Worship him." New if ange|s here
mean the gpjrits Of departed persons, Why are they called
the angels of God*f Are the spirits of human heings
necessarily the messengers ©f God? How then, does it
happen’ that so many evil and ignorant Spirits obtrude their
messages upon ©ur Spiritua' friends? Says Adin Ballon :

~ We admit the facts, as to contradiction, mistakes, in-

congruities, &c. We regret the facts, they embarrass us.
We cannot fuIIy account for them."

every-

Thus we see that ange|s are Grod's messengers, and
not the whole horde of spirits who inhabit the other
World. Again, these gngels were to submit to the authori-
ty of Jesus Christ! Do all the gpjritg of the other World
do this?

——
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INn the 7th verse we are told, " Who maketh his ange|s
spirits."  That js, God uses for messengers, spirits, or
Spiritua] beings’ as well as men in the flesh. It does not
say spirits -of human peings, and those who so understand
this passage, Need to anoint their gyeg With spiritual eye-
Sa|ve’ so that they will be able to see other Sp”"ts’ than
those who once inhabited human forms.

But in the 9th verse we are told, these ange's are the
fellows of Jesus Christ. Do the immense horde of
deceiving spirits, now seeking to communicate with man,
seem to be the fg|lows ©f him, "in whose mouth there
was no guile ?  They could not pe, without the Saviour's

permission, and that he would recognise such beings as
his fellows, seems hardly probable. T all spirits were
then, their successors are not all now, for some of them
deny Nis divinity in toto.

In the 13th verse, ange|s are again Spoken of as God's
obedient servants. This seems to be the d|st|ngu|sh|ng
trait of an gngel. A holy person Made use of by God, to
accomplish his purposes.

The 14th verse reads as follows :-"" Are they not all
ministering spirits, sent forth to minister (gr serve) for
them who shall be heirs of salvation ? = a gry Unfortu-

nate passage for the Rappers’ but one upon which they re'y
considerably to establish their point of angels being departed
spirits.  As well might they quote the following passage,

to prove that Spirits are capable ©f rolling a stone from
the door of a sepulchre " For the gngel ofthe Lora’ cle-

scenoleclfrom heaven, and came and rolled back the stone
from the door.” If this proves that Dr. Franklin's spirit
can move a table, then 5y the other ya55age prove that
departed spirits are sent forth to the earth to minister unto
all men. But to return:

"Are they not all ministering spirits > Now, will
any sane man gasgert, that gyery departed spirit is God's
ministering servant ? Again, ~sent forth,” — thatjg ac-
Cording to the Rappers’ sent oloam. Says one Of the
principal correspondents of the New Era, "The place from
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whence the Spirits come is twenty-one thousand miles above
our atmosphere." The ange| of the Lord who rolled away

the stone descended from heaven. = Jacob saw in his
dream angels ascending and descending." = The Lord
shall pnsennn from heaven with a shout." "The |_|0|y

Ghost sent down from heaven."
Now, as great as is the difference between going forth

into different parts of the gpjritual world, and descending
thousands of miles to our earth, so great is that between

the mission of gngels, and that of the gpjrits of the ~ new
dispensation_" The ange|s were to minister. Do the
Spirits of to-day minister or serve ? Ask the hundreds of
persons Who have offended these g, humble peings, and
therefore have not been able to get responses. The Spirits
are proverbially testy @nd proud.

The ange|s were sent forth to minister unto those who
should be “ heirs of salvation." Who are these ? Not
the whole human race in their gragent condition most cer-
tainly; for no man is heir to anything not secured to him,
and gyrely salvation is not secured to the present wicked
inhabitants of the egrth, for then they must have no need
of repentance. Even the Universalists do not pglieye that
sinners are heijrs to heaven, but 0n|y that when they die,
God will confer ;55 them the yoyer to embrace the oders
of salvation. Restorationists believe it will take some time
for them to repent_ The more ultra' that they will imme-
diately accept the oifers of God, but none of them pglieve,
that while a person is a sinner, he is an heir of salvation,
for salvation, they believe, consists in deliverance from
sin.

So that, none but the pure N heart are heirs of God's

salvation. ~ If a gon, then an heir of God." "~ Whosoever
is born of God doth not commit sin." " In this the chil-
dren of God are manifest.” It is quite plain, then, that

none butthe righteous are now the heirs of Sa|vation’ and
to them onIy were the ange|3 " sent forth = to minister

unto. But under the * new dispensation,” the righteous
are no more blessed than theawicked with these messages
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Of mercy. On the contrary, as their principal object ap-
pearsto be to convert the ynpeliever, the inference jg that

those who are ~ in their sins" are more blessed in this

way than gny "other class of hersons, on the principle, we
suppose, that = the whole need not a physician." Quite
the reverse, howeven of the manner in which God's ange|s
operate.

But, itis asked, "What need is there of angels minis-
tering unto the good in the other world ? Plainly on the
prlnc|p|e’ that * one star diifereth from another in glory"
Socrates was an honest man. Plato was the same. Lu-
ther, Calvin, Wesley, Fox, Whitfield, Edwards, and a host
of others who have differed from each gther, were honest
men, but they could not all have been right in their views .
therefore, when they enter the other \orld, holy angels are
commissioned to instruct them, until they all * see gye to
eye." Says Christ, ! say unto yoy, their angels (those

of his discip|es) olo a|WayS oelwlol the face of my Father
in Heaven." Of course they must be in heaven’ then.

This fu”y exp|a|ns the other verse. The angels of God
look on his face, and receive his mpegsages, and go forth to

the  general assembly ©f the church of the first-born," to
lead them into all truth.  Glorious mission, thus to perfect

and en||ghten all true lovers of holiness, the "pure in
/wart  of all agesl

We thus learn five yery important differences between
the character of these gngels, and that of the Gpjrjts, with
whom our friends gyppose these angels to be identical.

Ist. The ange|s are all holy, and bow
to Jesus.

Ist. The Spirits are often the gp-
posite.

2d. The angels always behold God's
face, and go forth gnly in heaven.

3d. The ange|s are sent unto the
children of God gnly.

4th. The gngels are servants and
humble.

5th. The angels are God's messen-

gers.

2d. The gGpirits go down to the
earth.

3d. The Spirits go t© all, but espe-
cially t© the unbelievers.

4th. The Spirits are testy.

5th. The Sp|r|ts are their own

master.

Thus we see, Ist, that, as great as is the diiference be-
tween holiness and sjp, so great is that between angels and
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modern gpirits ; Qd: that as wide gpgrt as are heaven and
earth, so far asunder are gngels, and the spirits of the
" new dispensation ;  3dr that as degp as is the gylf be-
tween the rich man and | gzarus, so low is the p|t between
angeis and our friends' new guides 3 4th: that, as diverse
as are humiiity and pride, so different are angeis and the
teachers of the "third dispensation; " and 5th, that, as
great as is the difference between heing 2 messenger of
God, and as independent as Satan, se great IS that between

angels and modern gpjrits,  Yea, more; as far gpart as
are the  fellows of Jesus Christ, and the vulgar,

abominable peings, Who njghtly intrude their execrable

presence upon the sight of numerous gpijritual circles, who

vainly endeavor to brush them gsjide, that the good spirits

may come, so far asunder are the heralders of the old

dispensation, and the hody-guards ©f the vastly superior
new era."

But the whole matter of the Superiority of angeis to
men can be Summariiy settled by an appeai to the follow-
iNg passages ° Heb. ii. 7 informs ,g that Christ was made
" a little lower than the angels." Of course, if the angels
are human beings, Christ became less than mgnp, or neces-
sarily = brute. To this conclusion does modern spiritual-
ism, in its eifort to proye itS doctrines, lead us.  But the
16th verse is conclusive : = For ygrijly he took not on him
the nature of gngels, but he took on him the seed of Abroa-
hotm.”  Let us interpret this hassage N accordance with
the views of those Spjritualists, Who believe gngels are de-
parted Spirits_ "For Verily Christ took 'not on him the
nature of human pejngs, Put he took on him the seed of a
human being," or, in other words, Abraham's seed was
diiferent from that of other human beings, consequently
Abraham was not a human being. To this absurdity does
the modern spiritual doctrine lead.

While upon this matter of angels, it may be proper to
repeat, that, 1N no case are angels spoken of as acting on
their own pehalf, but always as the ggents or messengers
of God, except Where theyeare spoken Of as the Devil's



36 NO nnrrinss or SPIRITS IN THE BIBLE.

angels. In modern gpijritualism, as we have geen, the
Spirits are as independent as Satan sypposed himself to

be’ when he plrould|y replied to God's inquiry’ " Whence
comest thou I From going to and fro in the egarth,

and from walking up and down it."  In thjg, as Well as in
several other regpects, they seem to be much more like that
being, than like the holy ange|s of God, to whom they do
not seem to possess hardly the faintest resemblance.

We will now notice the OId Testament passages that
refer to angels, and there we shall find something still more
remarkable respecting the " nature of angels." In the
16th chapter ©f Genesis, and 10th verse, we read,
" And the angel of the Lord said unto her, 1 will
multiply thy seed exceedingly." Was this a departed
spirit? In the 13th yerse, "ANnd she called the name of
the Lord that spake unto her, thou Goa? seest me." Was

the Lord and God a departed Spirit E Again’ in the
1'th chapter, Ist and 2d yerses, we are informed,
that © the Lord appeared to Abraham, and said, "l am
the A|m|ghty God."” It was an ange| who Spake to
Sarah. That gngel she calls " the Lord." " The Lord"
says t© Abraham, "l am the AImighty_<_309|-" There-
fore, "Almighty God” is a departed spirit, if this doc-
trine is true. Genesis Xviii, 1 tells us that "the Lord ap-
peared unto Abraham in the plains of "Mamre."_ The 4th
verse represents Abraham as Saying, Let a little Water,
I pray you, be fetched, and /wash y g feet” The :'L'Sth
verse declares, that * the Lord said unto Abraham  so
and so. The 23(d, that ~ the men turned their faces from
thence, but Abraham stood yet before the Lord." In the
19th Chapter, and Ist \grge, "came two ange|5 to Sodom."
In the 10th yerse, it is sgid, = the men put forth their
hand." In the 12th and 13th ygrses, "ANnd the o said
unto Lot, we will destroy this place’ and the Lord has sent
us to destroy it."

Here we have the remarkable fact, that the Lord 55
peared unto Abraham in the form of one or more human
beings; and after he had thrown offthe human disguise,
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he still was present to Abraham. We have, also, in Lot's
ease, the still more remarkable fact, that angels appeared
to Lot as men. They ate and drank as men, and reached
forth their hands as men, and, to all gppearance, were as
veritable human hejngs as Lot himself. And yet, in the

18th yerse, I_—Ot adtjresses them as * my Lord," an_d in th_e
19th, calls himself * thy servant," and expresses Nis grati-
tude to some gyperior power fOr protection. Query: 1T

angels, who are acknowledged to be spirits, could thus g5
pear @ human peings, could not God do the same? In

the 21st yerse, we are told, “ 1 will not overthrow this
city " and in the 24th and 25th ,grges, and ~ the Lord
overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah.”

In Exodus xxiii. 20, we read, = Behold, ! send an angel
before thee, to keep thee in the Way," &c. NOW, that

this angel was God himself, appears from the next yerses,
and from the fact, that Paul g5y5 ~ the rock that went
with them was Christ," as also from the following
considerations :

Ist. Moses was not meant, for in Isaiah Ixxiii. 9 we
read, = The angel Of his presence saved them.”  Of ¢qyrse,
Moses did not save them, but God himself. " In his love
and pity, he redeemed them, and he bare them, and carried
them all the days of old.” This Sure'y could not have
been Moses.

Qd. "The Lord went before them py day in a pillar of
cloud, and py night in a pillar of fire.” ~ Therefore, if the
angel was other than God hjmself, it must have been the
cloud, for that was all that went before them except God.

Sd. Moses was never invested with such power as that
here attributed to the angel.

elth. Moses a|WayS leaol the pe0p|e in person, but the
ange| of the Lord, which went before the camp of |Srae|’
removeol and went Ineitinol them."  This surely was not
Moses. That this was none other than De":y’ represented

as an angeL is certain, because’ on no other hypothes|s can
the solemn assurance of jehoyah, that non-obedience to

the angel would be|qu|Va|errth|th disobedience to hjm,
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be accounted for, as also the command, "Beware of him,
and obey his yoice, and provoke him not." Moses never
assumed so much authority as this, but rather lost sight

of himself, as he pointed the people to God as the gply
authonty It would be Well for our modern Spiritua”stS,
if they were a little more like him, in this respect.

The cases Where God is called an angel are so numerous,
that we can quote but a very few' of them. The ange| of
the burning bush was * the God of Apragham, the Grod of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob." The ange| that wrestled
with Jacob was God, for he said, "AS a prince hast thou
power With God, and hast prevailedg" and Jacob sajd,
"For | have seen Goal face to face." In this case, God
appeared as a man, as he did when Moses was hidden in
the cleft of the rock, and saw not the face, but the ” back
parts Of the Almighty."

But one case will settle the p0|nt, that GOd, assumes
the form of man, beyond &ll shadow of a doubt. In
heaven, Ezekiel saw the Lord sitting upon a throne. He
says, "upon the likeness of the throne1 was the |ikeness’
as the gppearance ©f 2 mam, above ypon it."  "And when
I saw, | fell ypon my face, and | heard a voice of one
that gpake, and he said unto me,” = thas saith the Loral
God." Isaiah, also, " saw the Lord S|tt|ng upon 2
throne.” "Mine gyeg have seen the King, the Lord of
Hosts." Now Christ declares-"no man has seen God
at gny time," and Paul gyq " whom no man hath gqan
nor can see.” The inference is jrresistible, that God as-
sumes the form of 54 or even f)f inanimate things, on
very extraordinary occasions, and in that form, he gppear-
ed unto Ahraham and to Lot.

SO we see that an angeL instead of being a departed
Spirit’ is either a ||V|ng man ypon the earth, or a being_
above the "seed of Aprgham," or God himself. There is
no  diiiculty in the 5y of the latter hypothesis, onr
account of the ange| being alluded to, as one sent from
God, any mere than there jg when the H0|y Ghost is
spoken of, as "sent down from heaven." God sends his

Spirit’ and sends his angeL
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In this manner, was the word of the old dispensation

" spoken by angels," Heb. ii. 3, and the two dispensations
being both ushered in thus g|0ri0us|y, it ill becomes our
friends of the " far greater dispensation,” to lift their
feeble voices in opposition to those old dispensations’ until
the " new era” is as clegrly sanctioned py the Almighty.
God appeared at the commencement of both of the old
dispensations, and why should he not at the heginning of
the new one? O ye Spiritua"stS, hide your faces in the
dust, while we record the fact, that the ™ far more pure "
dispensation was ushered in py-what ?-by rapping er
a table. Tell it not in Gath1 that the g|0ri0us " hew era"
was heralded, only by the knocking ©f the ghost of a mur-
dered man! If Christianity is to be syperseded by and
with the consent of its guthor, how strange, that he should
be so entirely silent ypon the subject ; yea, more, should
Se|d0m’ if ever address the "rappers" °n any SUbjeCt.
But irony aside. Is it not little short of blasphemy for
men and women, ©f no particular renown for yirtue, to

attempt to crowd ypon theé community, the insane rayings
of their g, and their friends’ praing, as the commence-

ment of the grandest reform, the world has ever withess-

ed, and yet, utterly ignore the teachings of the God of
heaven? Of all the pretended reforms the world has ever

witnessed, this is the most bare-faced.

Prophecy is entire|y silent upon the matter. God ap-
pears to no man, either in a dream or in a Vision, or as
the ange| Gabriel. No solemn consecration to God is re-
quired, to fit persons to be th_e almoners of his bounty.
No joyful religious experience is related. It all consists
in peing in " a peculiar electrical congdition," and like a

good fool, "giving yourself up to the gpjrits," to be in-
structed of them. Verily, if this is not the age of hum-

bugs’ then such an age never existed! We know we Speak
p|ain|y, but duty to God’ and to the human race requires
this plain speech.

Our misguided friends, rely piincipally on three passa-
ges In the Bible, (which wffshall presently eXamine,) to
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prove that departed spirits appear YNt© man, although
lately, 2 very learned gentleman, has volunteered to aid

them in their down-hill road, by introducing to their com-
pany the demons of the Bible, and quo“ng h Jamb”chUS,
Athenagoras, Athanasius, Minucius, Felix, Metermicus,
Furnicus, Lactantius,” and other worthy gentlemen in
favor of the doctrine as he g5yg Of ° the phagrisees "
" Josephus’" and the "Catholic faith of Christendom1"
as well of the world in generaL that the departed Sp|r|ts
of wicked men, took , their abode in the bodies of
living men, tormenting them, and making them miserable
in various ays. Now, never were the words of Fes-
tus to Pgul, =~ much learning hath made thee mad" more
fu”y VeriﬁEd, than in this case. We are often tOId, that

~ alittle |earning is a dangerous thing," but that a deeper
draught from the well of knowledge, Will cure the evil.
So if Mr. Beecher, had closed his heathen oracles and
semi-pagan professed Christian hooks, and gone to God,
and asked of him to poyr his gpirit upon him, we imagine,
a gra"’] Of common sense at |east’ would have been ap-
parent in this |0gica| deduction of his. But a man who
can compose such a sentence as th|s1 on so S|mp|e a sub-
ject’ as the one upon which he was Writing’ as iIf to imi-
tate the incantations of those oracles he quotes, can hard-
|y be said to possess enough of reason to qua“fy him to
[eceive God's inspiration_ Hear him. Speaking of
Jamblichus," he says:

" Thus intiltrations of ancient gccult-lore, percolating
clear of sediment through manifold mental strata, sparkle at
last in the Coelo-Syrian cave.”  Again, in speaking of the
improbability ©f accounting forthe rappings on the theory

of Dr. Rogers, he says, = At present the phenomena blend
in a penumbra, and form a land of shadows and of debate,"

and he closes his remarkably !ucid argument with this doc-

trine, ~ Powers ynseen, powers aerial, under the masterly
guidance of some one mind of fathomless ghility and fath-

omless guile.
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And what is the ghject of the Rev. gentleman in this

school-boy display ©f learning (see his bool<,) that most
pedants would be ashamed of? Is it to atl'ord a rational
solution of the phenomena, or to caution peop'e against

being '€d away by the errors of the new system ?* No,
but the whole thing may be summed up in one word.

" The devil is alm|ghty" If he had given us his idea of
what the devil has been about for 6000 years, and told us
why, in the plenitude ©f his yj"]cCLZf,7L0"JakdHR§," he never
ascertained how to rgp before, we should have been better
satisfied. But pow, he proves himself swallowed yp in
the Superstmons of the past to such a degree that even the
Sp|r|tua||sts are far ahead of him. Poor man, he can
afford us no other clue to the mygtery than that “"the
devil has done it.” And are we gpy Wiser than before?
Who allows the devil to exert liimself in this manner? and
what are the laws of his operations? For gne, much as
we dislike the creed of the Rappers1 we dO Nnot see hOW we
are at all extricated from a portion of it py Rev. Charles
Beecher's exposition_ What more hideous rnghtmare can
possib|y brood over the soul, than the idea that God allows
this terrible monster, the deViI, to ape our nearest and
dearest friendS, and come to us hourly as a messenger of
mercy') How in the name of all that is h0|y are we tO
be able to avoid Lucifer?

Charles Beeeher's doctrine is a grogs libel on God, and
should be scented by every lover of Christianity. The fact
is’ there is much more evidence that the Sp|r|ts are to|erab|y

good, than that they are evil, for they generally, when
they touch upon morality, preach the most exalted doctrines
outwardly. Indeed, we know of no greater argument in

Mr. Beecher 15y comfort his soul with the idea that his crumb of
comfort is hailed as a perfect God-send py the Spiritualists all around.
The " N. Y. Telegraph" advertises and recommends it as likely to be of
great use to the cause. The " New Era" thinks that together with  Mr.
Tallmadge'sletter, and Robert Owen's conversion, it has given a terrible
blow to the gpposition. Query. WVhat must be the state of that cause
that is thus gladclened by an effortto prgye that its whole machinery is of
the devil? Tt makes one think of the old adage, "Petter reignin hell

than serve in heaven." <

ff
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their favor, than the fact, that multitudes of them do con-

demn the sins of SJavery, War, Intemperance, Oppression,
Licentiousness, &c., & We gy this in jystice to the so-
called Spirits. Some of them, to be gyre, teach erroneous

theological doctrines, but they but seldom inculcate 5py,
but good morals, as far as outward actions are concerned.

They say, " Do right, and be good 5" and if the devil does
this, why call him of "fathomless guile 7" But we are
digressing.

Mr. Beecher insists \nqn it that the Bible teaches the
doctrine of the possession of persons with evil SpiritS, be-
cause ~ the Bible writers never insert pretendedf or
so-called." Would any but an infatuated man use this argu-
ment? Did God never use |anguage in the sense in which
the people understood jt without sanctioning their wrong use
ofthe terms ?  What did Christ mean when he ggjd, * Des-
troy this temp|e’ and in three days I will rear it up_" Cr
when he said, = Except a man be born of water he cannot
enter the kingdom of God if' Does Mr. Beecher himself
never style his hearers " my Christian prethren,” when he
does not believe that they are all Christians ? Who ever

heard of a \Whig refusing to call the Democratic party by
that hame, because he did not believe the party was truly

democratic ?  We have glready spoken ©of Spritualism,
and what the Spirits do, but does it follow that we mean
that we believe the new creed is really Spiritual, and that
Spirits are connected with the affair? No more does it
follow because the Bible writers do not g5 "so called
witch," that they therefore believed in witches. We would
like to ask the Rev. gentleman = single question. Do you
believe that the wicked are to be literally cast into a fur-
nace Of fire? And yet, s° says Jesus. He does not g5,

so called fire, or punishment as severe as fire, but |Jireitself,
and yet out of the walls of a lunatic ggylym, where is

there a C|ergyman who believes in a punishment of literal
ire 7 Again, we read of streets of gold in the New Je-
rusalem. Does gpy Christian expect to walk on such
streets in the other World ?  As well might he, as to fancy
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the Bible Writers uphe|d a belief in Witches’because when

they preached against them they called them Witches.
Who does not know, that in a dark age ©of the World,

it is very difficult to disposess the mind of its |Ong estab-
lished errors? But shall it on that account be said that
those who do not attempt directly to attack those errors
believe in them? When we reach another part of our
argument, it will be seen that it is impossib'e for Sp”'lts
0 possess Numan peings. We therefore waive this point
at this time, and leave Charles Beecher to o505 Underthe
broad \Ving of his “mind of fathomless ghijlity and guile."

In regard to the possession ©f devils, spoken of in the

New Testament’ the ways &re so numerous of account”‘]g
for it, without Conjuring up " Satan and his ange's’" that

It seems a waste of time to write ypon the point. We will
content ourself with remarking’ that so great a man as Dr.
ALBERT BARNES years ago fully accounted for the whole
affair, without any such reference, and we would advise all
inquirers upon the subject to consult his Commentaries on

the Gospels.

The three passages t© which we have gllyded, as quoted
by Spiritualists are, Ist, Saul and the Witch of Ender.

We are reminded in this case of what Festus said ynto,
Paul: ~ Hast thou appealed unto Caesar, unto Caesar
shaltthou g5 7" So ggy we to our friends the Spiritualists,
" Hast thou appealed unto the witch of Ender, unto the
witch of Ender shalt thou 4, ?" Let us examine that
case yery eritiea”y_ It is recorded in the 28th Chapter of
the Ist book of Samuel.

The first thing that arrests our attention is the statement
in the 6th \grge that God 'refysed to by1Z-£17 /i 7Saul.
Then Saul inquired for a familiar spirit. He found one,
and gays to her, "Bring me tg; him whom 1 shall name.”

The woman demurred, for fear of punishment’ for Saul
had himself forbidden this practice, but on Saul's assurance

that no evil should befall her, she called for Samuel, in
obedience to Saul's request. Samuel stood before her, and

she saw that Saul was |ielwvisitor, and was aijiirighted.
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But Saul appeased her, and she gajd, "l saw gods ascencZ~
ing out of the earth. An old man cometh ,,, and he is

covered with a mantle.”  Samuel then gpoke to Saul and

cer?sured him for applying t© him, and prophesied his death
which happened. |

Now, in all this, what is there to sustain the idea of a
departed spirit conversing Wwith = Jiving person? Plainly
the Opposne, for we are assured by Solomon the ~ Splnt of
.man goeth quwozroL with that of the beast goeth down-
ward," and that when a man dies "his spirit returns to
God who gaye it." Did Samuel's gpjrit arise from the
grave? Will our friends venture the assertion? Then
how did it know what was going °n in the world? Do
the gpjrits of to-day = ascend from oat of the earth ?" If
not, when did they change their residence? But irony
aside. Can gpy rational pergon believe that a woman called
a witch, by any power ©f her own, could actually raise a
man from the dead ? Then where did she get the power ?
Would God have upheld her wicked garts, by working =
miracle in her favor? And if he would in ordinary in-
stances, would he at this tjime, when he had refused to
answer Saul py the Urim and Thummim ?  God, of course,
could have had nothing to do with the matter, and as the
woman Of herself could not have gctyally raised the body
of Samuel, with its mantle, &c., itis fair to infer that Sam-
uel was not consulted at all.

Another thing. Samuel was a true child of God, and
yet he is represented as telling Saul precisely what God
did not want him to know. Now, how absurd to suppose
that Samuel would have thus acted. Again. Samuel
says, "tomorrow shalt thou and thy sons be with me.”
Now was Saul [ikely to be buried in the same place with
Samuel? By no means. But was his soul to be in the
same place With Samuel's? He, =a wicked Kjng, and
Samuel a servant ot' the Lord. Of course pgt, for the
pure in heart only shall see God. We must conclude,
either that Samuel's gpjrjt resided in the ground, or that
he was a wicked man, both of which ideas are express|y

contradicted, or that he did not gppear truly to Saul.
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How, then, shall we account for the witch's performance P
Nothing IS more easy. Ist. It is plain that the woman
was a Conjuror_ Qd. All such persons doubtless possessed
the modern magnetic power. 3d. Saul evidently believed

in her power. Now, in the case of the piplogised person,
when these three conditions exist, much more wonderful

results follow than the mere Seeing of a dead man. The
writer has caused a person t0 see the devil, so that the
poor fellow shrieked_ with amright, and_the tears ran from
his eyes freeiy_ This man was almost if not quite awake’
too. In India the rnesrnerisers are able to show to whole
crowds of people, tigers, snakes, &c. Saul was a yery
superstitious man, and withal yery fearful, at this time,for
the Lord had forsaken him. We know also that he was
subject to turns of insanity, during one of which he goyght
to kill David? Is it to be wondered at that the woman
made him hear the words of Samuel? As to the fulfil-
ment of the prophecy, it could hardly be otherwise with
Saul's nerveless grm, as he thought of the vision of the

preceding day The Soothsayer ran but little risk in that

prophecy The whole th|ng was on a par with near‘ly all
the arts and divinations with which jgnorant people in all

ages have been deceived.
Long before the Rappings were heard of a man Iin
Canada gave the writer a particular account of a visit he

had from a Supernaturai gentieman dressed in modern
style who approached him, ene night, from the fire-place.
The man, was as certain of Seeing the person and hearing
him Speak to him, as he was of his own exjstence.

It is certain that Samuel's spirit did not arise out of
the earth. Now if there was any similarity between this
case and the modern gpes the Spirits of to day’ must
come from the ground, with their Ordlnary Clothing and
speak aloud, which has happened yet but in yery few in-
stances.

The next case Of importance quoted by our friends is
the appearance of Moses and Elias. Let us understand
this case also. Who were/Moses and Elias? Persons
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whom the discip|es had never seen. Then is it ||ke|y that

they could have recognized them, except by thinking ©f
the traditions concerning them? We wiill grant, for a
moment, that some persons did appear to their atfrighted
|mag|nat|ons Did the d|SC|p|eS converse With them?
Not gp, says the account. Then there is no similarity
between this gppearance and that of Spjrits to-day.
But did Moses gppear again or earth? If g5 then
the prophecy of Daniel respecting the end was not
fulfilled, for the resurrection was not to take place until
Messiah was cut off after which "many of them tha.t
sleep in the dust of this earth were to gwake," which
prophecy it seems was |[jterally fulfilled after the death
of Jesus. So Paul gayg "Christ is the fjrgt fruits”

of the resurrection. Itis plain then, that no resurrection
of the body could have taken place, and yet they saw
men, Who needed a tabernacle to dwell in. 'fthey were

thus mistaken about the forms of Moses and Eliags, it is

plain they might have been in regard to their presence at
all. But if Moses and Elias really did gppear, it was not

of their own accord, and still less by the discip|es Ca”ing
for them. The whole account resolves itself into this.
They saw a vision.  New what is a vision. Is it anything
real? A vision, says Locke, IS "something imaginary."
Behold the difference between this eyent, and the appear-
ance Oof a modern Sp|r|t INn the one case the booty of
Moses gppeared to the jmaginations ©f the disciples. N
the other case, the soul actually adclresses the Spiritual
believer.

Christ terms it a vision and not a reality. The account

states, there appeared unto them Moses and Elias ta|k|ng
with Christ. It was 0n|y an  gppearance then’ not a
reality. In this idea we are sustained by the facts that
Christ was Supernatura”y Changed before them, which blin-
Pled their gyeg, so that they could not sec distinctly, for

his face shone as the sun and his raimenL was as White
as the ||ght" and ~ they fell on their faces sore afraid.”
Moses and Elias held nc converse with the discip|es’ so that
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even ifthey appeared’ the doctrine is not true of Sp|r|ts
ConverSing with man, unless we regard Christ as a man.
only, which we cannot do, if we believe the Old Testament,

for that declares that, =~ he is the mighty God, the ever-
lasting Father.

We cannot doubt that if Christ was really God, as the
New Testament asserts that he could cause Moses and
Elias to appear t© his disciples, but in that c55e, it would
be a miracle, and not what our friends claim for the
Sp|r|ts That God can cause all the Sp'nts to come and rap,
we have not the least shadow of a doubt, but not without
a miracle. The only rema"’"ng passage, that we are aware

is triumphantly quoted by eour Spiritual brethren is in
Revelations 22 chapter, Sth and 9th yerses, "And when If

had heard and geen, | fell down to worship before the feet of
the angel, that shewed me these things, Then saith he
unto me, See not, for 1 am thy fellow servant and of thy

brethren the prophets, worship God." " There" exclairns
an enthusiastic Spiritualist, ) exp|ain that ifyou can. There
iS no b|o|ogy about that." If we cannot exp|ain it ration-

a”y and reasonably’ we Wwill become a convert, to the Sp”’-
itual doctrine, for one well authenticated case of a Spirit
by his own power appearing to @ man and conversing with
him, will disprove of course our gssertion, that such a th|ng
'S impossible, although it will by ro means prove that
Spirits ceme to day through the Rappings.

ThiS N prophet" did not rap or t|p’ or obsess a medium.
Still less did he gn5ear on his own accord and by his own
power. And syrely John never .called for him. Three
things then are true respecting this ange|_ Ist. He was
not called for. Qcl. He came not Of his own accord. 3d.,,
He did not rap, ©r obsess any °one- But he did converse
with John, as John thought. What then is the rational
explanation of the diiiiculty. ~Thereis no difficulty at all
about it. John " was in the Spirit on the Lord's day."
That js5, God made a revelation to him. Now this is a
key to the whole matter. The ange| was G-od himself’

according to our eXplanation,<g'dGod assuming the form of
man, for extraordinary reasens.
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Uur lirst proof of this assertion jg John was not an idol-
ator. He never Worsh|pped a man When in his Ordinary
state, for his religion forbade that. Still less when inspired
in this extraordinary manner would he have violated that
plain command of the decalogue. Therefore John unless
insane could not have thought of Worshipping a man. He
was not jnsane, for God would not have chosen an insane
man for such a mission. Again, John's word was so sacred
that whoever took from jt was to have his part taken from
the tree of |ife, and was it |jkely that he should make so
great a mistake as to suppose & man was God ? Recol-
leot he was fylly inspired also. Therefore John could

not have attempted t© worship any being but God. He
did attempt to Worship this being_ Therefore this being
must have been God.

Qd. The ange| was God appearing as man, because in
no other \ygy can itbe made to gn5e4 that God's assertion
respecting the divinity of the  message ©f John, was likely
to be true, for no human gGpjrit could be relied hon per-
fectly t© convey thiS message to John. And besides there
was no heed ofa human being intervening in the affair.
As man's salvation depended upon his not adding to the
words of that hook, itis not |ikely that the peggage Would
be allowed to pass through more than one man at |east’ and
he St. John, the one pecessary to reveal it to the world.

Sd. The account expressly asserts that it was Go(, although
we grant’ that the angei said "l am of thy fellow ser-

vants the prophets, worship God." It does not appear
that God is not a servant of mgn, any more than it does

that Christ is not. A prophet was one divineiy inspired,
and of course while a propheL was equa| with God in point
of |nfa|||b|||ty’ otherwise his inspiration, could not be the
word of God. If he who is the ~ prightness of his iather's
" could humble himself so far as to be born in a
glory
manger it is wonderful that his father, of whose person he
is the expresss (mora|) ima_ge" should say I am thy
fellow servant a prophet." Recollect that John was now
raised from the mortal state, and was appointed of God,
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to see th”’]gs never before seen b mortal man, and as such
was for the time peing like God, as much as one could pe,
who lived "yet not he, but Christ lived in him." God
was IN one sense a prophet’ and as John was elevated to
that rank’ he was not to Worship the angei Oniy as he
recognized him as God. So Christ says to one who called
him good, "there is none good but gne, and that is God’
and why callest thou me good ? " Is it not as unqualifiedly
asserted here, both that Christ was not God and was not
good’ as It is that John was not to Worship the angei as
such? But yet we know he claimed to be both at other

times, and surely was good at least. There is a mighty

enigma in regard to God's relation to his peopie. They
are called his sons, and said to gpeak by the power of God

residing in them. Christ prayed that the same relation
might subsist between them and hjm, that existed between
him and his fathen and yet of course there is a vast dis-
tinction in reality.

INn the case under COnSideration, there is one fact
worth noticing. John does not inquire the name of the
angeL nor does the ange| tell him who he is. Now this

is singular, if he really supposed the angel to be a mere

man. Does any Spiritualist of to_day converse With a
spirit, whose name he has not attempted to ascertain?

Then John does not Speak of arising from his low condi-
tion.  The inference js  that G-od wished him to forget the

image ©f 2 man, with which his gpjrit was enshrouded,

and worship God, = in spirit and truth.”  John certainly
saw the form of some pody, and syrely God could have

appeared in b0d||y form1 as well as could the Spirit of a

prophet.
But we gsserted, that the account stated it was God.
Here are the \gry words, ! am Alpha and Omega, the

beginning and the ending, the first and the last.” We

do not wish to advocate 4p,, particular theological doctrine

here, but mereiy o quote the Scripture as it reads.
Now as to who this "Aipha and Omega" iS, we shall

be informed by perusing thh ©h verse of the Ist Chapter
5
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of Revelations. =~ Which jg and a5 and is to come, the
Almighty." Is "the Almighty," then a human Spirit?
But if any doubt Iingers in our Minds on this point, we
can have that doubt removed by consulting Rev. xx. 11
St 12, XXi.: 5, 6 & 7th verses. Here we are t0|d1 that
seated on a great white throne" was a being’ who sajd,
unto John * write." Was his dictator, then, God, or a
human spirit? In the 6th egrse, he claimt to pe, "A|pha
and Omega," and in the 7th "I will be his God.” But

to make assurance doubly sure, as this is a very impor-
tant point, we beg leave to draw a para||e| of the dilferent

statements respecting the angel.

Ist. He claims to be afellow ser He also says, "1 am Alpha and
vant. Omega."

241, He forbids John to worship He comm?nds John to worshipGod.
him. He says, 1 am the Almighty."

Sd. He gays he is of the-prophets.

The Spiritualists @ssert that, God asserts that,

Ist. He was a created gpirit. Ist. He was the ~ beginning and

2d. He was a human Spirit_ the ending."

311. He was an ancient prophet. 2cl. He was "the Lord."

3d. He judges the world. "Behold,
I come quickly, and my reward

is with me, to give tg every man
according as his works."
Now it is jmpossible to get rid of these conclusions.
They are drawn from posmve statements of the b00k, and
no believer in the Scriptures can deny them.

We would k|nd|y ask our Spiritua| friends, if they real~
ly suppose 2 human gpjrit is going to assemble all nations

before him, and judge them ; and yet, this gnge| declares
that such is the 55e unless there are two Alphas and
Omegas," Which is an gphsyrdity. =~ God calls himself
"Alpha and Omega." The angel declares, he is also.
We leave the inference to all honest readers. That
ange|s are a|WayS human Spirits1 no rational man can sup-
pose, IN the Jight of such passages, as the following -
"And 1 saw a.mother m|ghty ange| come down from
heaven’ clothed with a cloud, and a rainbow was upon
his head.” "~ And he set his right foot ypon the sea, and
his left upon the earth, and cried with aloud voice as
When a Zion. rOal~eth." "And swear by him that liveth
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for ever, that there should be time no Ionger." That a

holy angel should disobey Christ's commands and gyear,
does not seem at all reasonable. But that God, \Who, when
" he could swear by no greater, swear by himself"' should
SOlemnly assert, that time should be no |Onger, seems
quite probable, because the sinfulness of an pgth, is in the
adjuratlon of a h|ghe|’ power, to condemn you, if you do
not Speak the truth.

In the I6th verse of the 22d Chapter of Rev_, this
angel calls himself jesys, and gays, "l have sent mine
angel to testify unto yoy, these things in the churches.”
IT we turn ggajn to the Ist chapter, we shall learn who it
was, that testified to the churches. In the lIth verse we
read’ "1 am Alpha and Omega"' and of course the angel
who was ta|k|ng to ‘JOhn,in the 22d Chapter " What thou
seest, Write in a ppook, and send unto the seven churches
which are in Asia." In the 12 13 & 17 erses, We learn
that it was the same peing Who calls himself ° the first
and the |gst," and in the I9th \grge, he commands John
to "write the things that he had geepn" and in the Ist
verse Of the Qd Chapten says, " unto the ange| of the
church at Ephesus, Write."  Therefore, it is plain that
the angel, Jesus had sentto testify to the churches, was
none Other than the "A|pha and Omega’ the beginning
and the ending’ the A|m|ghty" IVe are neither a Trini-
tarian, nor precisely a Unitarian in our religious views,
but here are the p|ain Words of the Scripture, and be-
cause We cannot see the reasonableness of the doctrine,
it does not follow, that a literal interpretation ©f Scripture
does not teach it. At any rate in this threefold represen-
tation of De|ty’ as GOd,JeSUS and angeL we see a beauti-
ful representation ©f the Trinity, Which, after all, may be
the true doctrine tgayght in the Scriptures. The same
idea seems to be taught in the 4th & 5th verses of the
Ist chapter of Rey., = Grace be unto you, from him that
is (God,) and from the seven spirits before his throne
(angela) and from Jesus Christ." And. 'then they all
seem to be resolved into Iesgs, who speaks, and says, B |

am the Almighty."  Ourinference js that, accommodating
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himself to the views of the church, in regard to the various
relations God sustains to his pegple, the sacred writers call
him Angel, or Holy Spirit, to signify his activity in the
service of righteousness, ~ Jesus, or Saviour, t© signify his
power t0 save from sjin and God, to signify his protection
and guthority.

The Holy Spirit is constantly spoken ©f as being sent
forth from God . and yet he is the identical God, if God is

a Spirit, -from all of which, we infer, that Biblical writers
availed themselves of the terms in common use among the

pe0p|e whom they addressed; and if God appeared to

them as Creator, Redeemer, o~ Comforter, they spoke of
him as such. It matters not how we glludeto God, as far

as his various relations to the world are concerned. We

may call him Father, Creator, Saviour, Friend, Judge,
Comforter, Messenger, or Teacher. The same glorious
idea is contained in all of these expressions, that he is our
God and only Help.

As our limits are somewhat prescribed, and we have al-
ready far exceeded them in this portion of our work, we
turn reluctantly from a further consideration of © what
saith the Scriptures ? and enter upon another very
important point, premising = few reflections.

Friends of the Scriptures. You have read the testimony
of these \yritings upon the points advocated py our friends.

Are you prepared to cast them aside, and adopt the

Spiritual Rappings in lieu of them? And yet to be
consistent, you Must do this.  Remember, there can be no
greater gulf than that existing between the believers in the

Bible, and those in the Rapping doctrines. The one calls
your attention to God, o Jesus, and to the |-|0|y Spil’it,
and declares, that a|th0ugh " heaven and earth shall 555
away," yet shall not the words of Jesus pass away, till all
have been fuliilled. The other says the old dispensation is

to be Superseded by this new and brighter day of Millenium

lor
=i - ve the dispensati
||||| you continue to receive the dispensation, "spoken

unto us phy him, who, being the brightness of God's glory,
sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high," which
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dispensation was ushered in by " a multitude of the heav
enly host praising God, and saying, = Glory to God in the
highest," and by " a voice from the excellent g|0ry,"
saying, " Thou art my beloved Son in whom 1 am well
pleased;" or will you " turn from him that speaketh from
heaven, and whose voice shook the earth,” and give your-
selves up to the teachings of fallible human beings’ who
have no better \y5y Of instructing you, than to rap on, and
tip over tables? I 5o then of yq, it gy well be sajd,
" they are clouds without water, carried about of yinds,
trees whose fruit withereth, without fryit, twice dead,
plucked up by the root, raging waves of the sea, foaming

out their own shame, wrmolering stars, to whom it is re-
served the blackness of darkness forever." And if you

have ever =~ tasted and seen thatthe Lord is graciOUS," it
may be written of you, "1t has happened unto them ac-
cording to the true proverb, the dog has returned to its
vomit, and the sow that was washed to its Wa”owing in the
mire."

How strange that the last dispensation should be so full

of incoherencies, falsehoods, and mistakes, as almost gyery

Rapper acknowledges to be the case, and yet we should
be asked to throw aside other dispensations, and receive

this! Our answer j5, © Not g4 for the old is better."
Having tried the " old paths"' and found them |eading to
" a land flowing with milk and honey," for one we shall
never turn aside, Vo|untari|y’ into the * new road of mod-
ern Spiritualism, although =~ broad = it may be, and * wide
the gate thereof, and many there be that yq in thereat."
Besides, how shall we know what the end thereof will
be? Human gpjrits appear t© have the control of jt and
Sure|y they cannot Certaimy tell where they will lead us,
for they are not omniscient. The case, then, stands thus:
" The Bible vs. the Rappingsl" Which wvill you choose ?

5*



CHAPTER 1V .
THE ruscrnuonv oOr nnnsoiv.

BEFORE entering into a discussion of this point, we will
premise, that having ‘dwelt so Jong upon the Scriptural =r-
gument, we shall be gpliged to be yery concise in many of
our future arguments1 and therefore we beg the reader's
close and candid attention. Logic is not gospel, we know,
but we submit, is anything gospel that is jllogical? ©ur
spiritual friends perceive this dilemma, and roundly assert,
that reason is nferior to intuition. We shall, therefore,
be obliged to say a few words on this point.

By |ntU|t|on’ our friends mean the power the soul posseses
to acquire truth Without the aid of (gg50n, and by a much
shorter process than the dull plodder in reason's paths is
able to use.  They perceive ruth py instinct, just as ani-
mals scent their ey py instinct.  Now, in God's name,
we would ggk what is this Intuition? Is it the voice of
Godito the soyl, — an immediate revelation from on high?
Or is it merely = rapid process ©f thought, the consequen-
ces of which are presented to the mind1 while the process
is hardly noticed ? Can there be 4p, other intuition ex-
cept thiS, if we |ay aside the brute instinct ? —— which
Sure|y is not what our friends mean by intuition! We
Will grant that God inspires the soul, at times, without the
conscious exercise of the reasoning faculties, that "holy
men Of old Spake as they were moved by the H0|y Ghost,"
but do our friends lay claim to such superior enlighten-
ment as this ?  If so, then they must be insane to forsake
such a certain guide, and app|y to the yncertain revelations
of the Spirits ?  The very fact of their applying t© Spirits,
proves that they do not receive this heavenly ilflumination ;
for a man, with a |ump ©f pure gold in his hand, would not
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search the streets for stray coppers. Do they reason so
qu|Ck|y as not to be conscious of the reasoning process
themselves? Benevolenee would require them to put =
chain ypon their thoughts, se that duller mortals 5, fol-
low them with the lumber of their reasons. The truth is
all this talk about intuition is perfect nonsense, and un-

worthy the utterance of a rational being. Knowledge can be
obtained Oniy through experience or the senses . revelation
from God; and by the exercise of reason. If our Spirituai

friends are gcquainted With any other 5y of gbtaining
kn0W|edge1 we should be g|ad to know what that way is.

Even your fancied reveiations from the Sp”"ts must all
come through the senses. Intuition is dehned to be men-
tal perception, whereby we comprehend the relation of
ideas, without reasoning or reflection, as that the whole is
greater than its part. But we know this Oniy by reason.
It does not follow, because we reason rapidly, that, there-
fore1 we do not reason at all. If intuition is to be our
guide, then every whim of the most crazy brain may be
mistaken for truth. What we call intuition exjsts, but is
of no yalue, unless tested by reason.  Reason is the great-
est gift of God t0 hgn,- next to the Holy Spirit to en-
lighten and make active that reason. By it, &ll questions
are to be adjudicated. It is the court of the goyl, to

Whichevery doubtful proposition should be referred for its

impartial decision. It is often used for \yrong purposes,
but it never Speaks faiseiy_ Its office is to point out truth.

It enables us to know what is tryth, and to be aware of its
existence. That this faculty exists in eyery man, Not an

idiot’ must be acknowiedged by all believers in a God of
love, -fOr how could he create s, with a disposition to

err, and fail to giye us any guide to lead us gygy from
error 7 How command us not to embrace fg|sehood, and
still leave us utteriy destitute of any means to detect that
baneful Commodity ? We are required of God to be per-
fect, and, of course, theé means to become go must be
placed within our reach. Reason, enlightened by God's
spirit, is a sure and certaimguide, for which we greatly
thank our Heavenly Father. Sophists may avail them-
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selves of the effects of reason enstamped upon their brains’
-and ape the exercise (_)f pure reason; but tc.) say that soph-
istry employs reason, IS as great an absurdity, as to accuse
God of emp|0ying the devil. How can truth, as a whole,
be used in teaching error ? Parts of truth 5, be inco-
herenﬂy linked together, so as to form a chain that shall
resemble that bnght one Of reason that falls from Jeho-
vah's throne, and is thrown around the souls of all wor-
shippers of the goddess ©f truth ; but these links do not com-
pose|the chain of reason, for in reason there is no error-, for
all error is ynreasonable, and what is unreasonable is not
reason.

We have been thus particular " regard t© reason, as
our Spiritua' friends are Strugg”ng now to escape from its
coniinement, a|th0ugh many of them have heretofore been
valiant advocates for its supremacy over everything, and
including even the Scriptures.

What, then, does reason teach respecting the doctrine
of our Rapp|ng friends ? Not what does your reason, or

my reason teach, but what does Reason itself g5y ypon the
subject? What does universal reason declare more |gudly,
than that g, eH'ect must have an adequate cause? Of
this axi0m1 there can be but one Opinion_ .The cause to

which a giyen effect is attributed, must be adequate to the
promotion of that elfect. In the ||ght of this proposition’
let us examine the gpjritual theory.

Gne of the acts attributed to Spirits, is the moving of
heavy articles of furniture. Can a Spirit accomplish this
feat without the aid of the Almighty? It will not do to
point to the ro|ling of the stone from the door of the sepul-
ehre hy an angel in proof that Spirits can move tables,-
for there is no proof that angels are always spirits. ©n
the contrary, as we have seen,in very many cases, re-
corded in the Bjple, we are assured they had podies, and
eat, and drank, and, in some cases, were human peings
living on the earth. — An gngel is not, necessarily,  spirit.
But if it was a Sp|r|t in the above case, it was one express-
ly commissioned py the Almighty for the performance ©f a
specific act.  God, we doubt not, if he chooses, can apply
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his infinite power to the moving of tables and chairs, but
it by no means follows from thjs, that n5n in the other
world, can do the same. As well m|ght it be said, that
Spirits could create the world because God cgn: and yet
our friends often g4, "if Spjrits cannot do this, how can
God? God understands gyery law in Nature, and knows

how to app|y all of her vast resources, in the accompnsh_
ment of every possible act. But man is not thus potent.
IT it were S0, and the Sp”’|ts are as bad as Spn‘":ua“sts
own, we might well tremble for the resuilt.

Every effect must have an adequate cause, we have
said. A heavy table moves. Of course, s°me power suf-
ficient to move it must be applied, or the table cannot be
moved. That an gngel endowed by the Almighty with a
body for that purpose, as we have seen angels were en-
dowed with, in the cases of Abraham and | gt, could roll
away 2 heavy stone from the door of the Sepu|chre, is quite
||ke|y’ but it no more fO”OWS, that a human Sp”"t can do
the same pow, than because Jesus walked on water, that
you and I can do the same. The logic ©of our friends is

surprising.  Spirits can move tables, because gngels opened
prlson doors’ &cC. z— that |S’ a certain ehfect had an ado-

quate cause, even the will of the Almighty, therefore, the
like elfect can be produced without the agency of the Al-
mighty. This is a pretty fair specimen ©of the Jogical pow-
ers of the whole horde of Rappers. Is it any Wonder that
they should essay t© decry reason?  The fact jg of all the

perfectly absurd doctrines ever palmed, upon man, in the

shape ©f a religious system, the Rapping creed is the sil-
Iiest; for Mohammed did not profess to work miracles

without the aid of God’ nor did the Roman priests’ or even
Joseph Smith. When were men called upon before’ to
receive a new system as divine, which was founded upon
miracles wrought wholly by man? And yet, this is the
claim of the Gpjrits, " Miracles shall be wrought by the
Spirits," say they, through Mr- Hammond; and John M.
Spear commissions men and women to go forth and " heal
the sjck, and raise the deashl Verily, this is a "new

era; for man gpes the power Of the Almighty. 1t may
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be well enough to remark, in passing’ that many of these
devout believers in Mr. Spear‘s movements, and we be-
lieve Mr. Spear himself, once doubted the miracles of the
New Testament. One of the strongest of the spiritual
brethren once wrote a |arge book in Opposmon to these,
and other seemingly wonderful things recorded in the Bi-
ble, but now they are able to swallow these human mira-
cles Without gylping. It is hard to believe that Jesus, by
the power of God, walked on the water, but perfectly easy
to believe that Mrs. Mettler, of Hartford’ is to do the same
by the power of John M. Spear!

This, for some time, was the standing argument With
Spiritualists with whom we conversed, when we suggested
that a Gpjrit could not move a table. " How can God
move matter, then ?° The fa”acy of the argument iS seen
in this Way

Man, by his will S|mp|y, cannot move his grm: but by
the action of the complicated machinery ©f his brain,

nerves, muscles, and pones, set in motion [y his wijl, the
power is obtained to move the arm. Man Stands’ in the re-

lation to his own body, that the steam of an engine sustains
to the cars upon the track. IT thrown against the cars, no
motion would fg|low, but made to act upon a certain part of
a machine, which part acts ypon another, and that, at

length, upon the cars, motion is produced. God probably
sustains the same relation to the ynjverse, that man does to

the mass of matter called his body’ and in that way can eas-
ily control the 0 tionS of Nature, when and where he
p|eases, so that pre(ga & Sparrow falls to the ground With-

out his know|edge_" It is true, that, acting without the

agency of machinery, he probab|y could not cause the
earth to turn 5on it axis, or else he would not have pro

vided the machinery now N yse, for he is an infinite econ-
omist, and never uses ynnecessary means, ©° any but the
best, to accomp”sh his ends. We would like to see a
Sp|r|t move a table in a way that even God does not at-
tempt, for he has certajnly never been gyspected ©f being
one of the Tipping Spirits.  If, then, God does not choose
to gperate N this way, why does a Spirit ?
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The whole thing resolves itself in a nut-shell. God does
not move tables, ergo he cannot do jt or if he could, he
sees it is of no use. If he cannot, then SpiritS are more
powerful than he. If he does not choose tg, then the
Spirits are mistaken. To be gyre, it may be replied, God
works by means, and allows the Spirits to move tables.
Granted, for a moment. He allows them. Then they
the of themselves . for if pot, he more than

possess power e !
allows he commissions, and, ©f course, commissions evil

Spirits to disturb man, for, it is allowed, that evil Spjrits
appear. BUt waving this point for the pregent: The
Spirits possess the power to appear to the circles of our
friends.

Do they? Letus see. Are they omnipresent? Can
they, when in the Sixth Sphere, understand yqr faintest
Whisper, and, in a moment of t|me1 be at your side ? We
know of nothing equai to this, except in Mohammed's jour-
ney to heaven’ which he is said to have performed in so

incredibly a short space ©f time, that, when he returned,
the water had not ceased running from a pitcher, that was

upset as he left his bedside !

According to the estimated rgpjdity of sound, it would
take live hours for the words of a Circle to reach the ex-
treme of the Sixth Sphere’ and, according to Mr. Grid-
|ey‘s idea of the distance hjs Spirit_friends travel, it would
take over twenty-five hours for his words to reach them,

even jf, after |eaving our atmosphere, another equally good
sound-conductor presents itself, which we doubt . but the
SpiritS, probab|y1 like some Of their dUpCS, are bless_ed with
very long ears. 1N fact, they must be; for whether in Agja,

Africa, or America, they appear equally able to hear their
friends1 and equa”y able to come to their rescue. Sound

cannot travel from here to California, by the most direct
course, iNn less than five hours, and yet there seems to be
no difficuity in making the Worthy discovcrer of this new
mode of conversing with mortals, hear from that, or any
other piace’ in a few moments.

Thus, they possess Miraculous powers Of hearing.  Now,
of locomotion. Mr. Gridley says, they travel at the rate of
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two hundred and sixteen thousand miles an hour, or over
two hundred and Seventy_five times as fast as sound trav-
els | Somewhat rapid travelling this, and not without
danger, one would think, when we reflect, that, at the end
of theirjourney’ they must necessar”y meet with a rather
rough reception, from coming thus, Jehu-like, against the
outer walls of the building they propose to enter. Poor

things ' We do not blame them for heing testy occasionally.
We wonder our brethren should W||||ng|y Subject their de-

parted wives, brothers, and children, to the perjls of such
rapid journeying. It is strange that they should enter
the room so qu|et|y But it is poss|b|e they "haul up
outside, and, after refreshing themselves, enter the room
like moderately travelling gentlemen.

Well, they have grrived, and after resting from their
long journey, they proceed to tjp the table.  They have
got e power, remember, and they proceed to exercise it.
Up goes the table. What does that mean? The letter
W is pointed at. Then H, and so op, until a sentence is
tipped out-  Now, if the Spjrjt, after such a Jong journeY,
by his will can send glectricity enough against that table
to move jt, and could hear his name called when in his
py-"tI19116td, why could he not have sent a current of
e|ectricity from above against the table, and thus saved
himself the trouble of that |ong journey? If he could
travel at that, or any other rapid rate, through the atmo-
sphere, he surely could will electricity t© go =s fast, if he
can Will that element at g||, as it is claimed he does, when
he moves the table. But if he can thus move the elements
at his wyj|| why tip the table? He gyrely could force gpen
a passive person‘s mouth’ and cause Speech, as well as to
tip the table! \Why, then, does he tjp the table? The
answer to this question brings us to the grand doctrine of
the Rappers, which we will now proceed to combat garj-
ously. The doctrine is this; The gpject of these \1ani-
festations’ is to present to unbelievers some tangib|e evi-
dence of the reality of a future life. On this poim, we be-
lieve all the Rappers agree, that the th|ng aimed at by the
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Spirits, is "to satisfy men Of the existence of a World of

Spirits beyond the grave." _

Very p|aus|b|e this seems at first, but it carries with it
its own refutation.

Ist. If Dr. Frank”n’ by moving a tab|e’ can convince
Robert Owen of the reality of a future exjstence, then, by
moving a house from its foundations, he can convince more
sceptics.

Qd. If Dr. Franklin can t|p a table, the ange| Gabiriel
can move a house.

3d. Then if the gnge| Gabriel is as good as Dr. Frank-
lin, he will tip over a hoyse, to convince many sceptics,

eith. The ange| Gabriel has done no such th|ng

Sth. Therefore the gnge| Gabriel is not as good as Dr.
Franklin.

6th. The gngel Gabriel was God's chosen messenger t©
Daniel, and of course was good, for God never sends un-
holy angels t© his children to instruct them.

7th. Therefore Dr. Franklin cannot move a table:

Again, It Dr- Rush, by inspiring J. M- Spear to heal
persons, can convince SceptiCS, then a greater than Dr.
Rush, by inspiring other men to heal more pergons, could
convince a greater number of gceptics, 1f God does not
Wish to convince Sceptics’ and Scepticism is Wrong, God is
not as gOOd as Dr. Rush.

IT God Wishes to convince gceptics, @and a greater than
Rush can inspire many men to perform various cures, and
thus convince many sceptics, then God Would do thijs, for
he is greater than Dr. Rush.

But God since the (agys of Christ has not jnspjred men
to cure the gjck, and it is not claimed that he does it now.
Therefore, Dr. Rush has not inspired anybody to cure the
sick, or the Most High is decient in duty.

If miracles were now necessary t© convince men of the
truth, would the Almighty leave the \orking of miracles
to those who possess the power, as we are a”owing’ for the

sake of the grgument, that the Spirits possess it?  Would
6
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he not exercise that power himself?  Query, "Has God
forgotten to be gracious ?

O vain man, attributing to Dr. Franklin a more kindly
regard for the good of earth's inhabitants than thou dost
to the all-merciful Father. To this, it may be replied,
" Spirits do not prevent God from operating, but he chooses
to allow them to do so." God never acts fOO“Shly As we
have Said, he never wastes his means. If Gabriel can per-
form a certain mission better than Dr. Rysh, he sends
Gabriel. If he sends Rysh, then Rush can do the work
better than, or as well as Gabriel, or else Gabriel is other-
wise employed.

But if he can do the work better himself, he sends him-
self. Now that the work of the Spirits has been \ery

poorly done, appears from the oft repeated assertion of y,gry
many ©f the Spiritualists. We quote the following, from
the pen of C. H. White, 2 very prominent Spiritual be-
liever.  Speaking ©f the Spirit's directions, he says:

“ obeyed until 1 had reached the number of two hun-
aired hours, and I received but seven er gight foolscap pages
of messages." " 1 have formed two circles by instruction
from the Spijrit world, and should jydge had four Ytunolreol

sittings, during which we were the recipients of only ten
or twenty Sentences of love and wisdom."

This is the faithfulness of Gpjrits to their promises.

Again, says '@ Roy Sunderland :
" 1 have been often amazed to find, as | thought 1 did,

how really, nay, utterly ignorant, certain gpirits were, Of
persons, places and things, of which they professed to have
knowledge."

We have a|ready quoted Mr. Ballon on this point_ It
is certain, then, that mapy of the Gpjrits do their gyange-

lizing work quite badly. T so, then, if God can do it
better, why does he not take it into his own hands? This

God does not do. The inference jg that it is not his Way

of convincing men-
Andis it ? Ever since the establishment of Christianity
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by the labors of the Appstles, he has steadfastly refused
to enforce the claims of religious teachers by an exertion
of his gypernatural power. The foundation of the gpjritual
tempie being laid, it was not necessary to use the materials
any longer, and the \orking of miracles was exchanged
for the more important work of regenerating men's hearts
by the operations ©of the Holy Spirit. Luther, Melanc-

thon, Whitfield, Wesley, Bunyan, Fox, @ad many men of
our own t|mes’ all desired to save the world from error,

but did God vouchsafe unto them the testimony ©f = single
miracle ? |ndeed, the primary object of Christ's miracles
was not to gatisfy unbelievers, tbr we read that Jesus
" could not do many mighty works ~ in a certain pjlace,
" because gf their unbelief.” According to the Rappers’
the Saviour was altogether in the dark. 'He ought to have
astounded them by seme mighty demonstration of his di-
vine power. He almost always required faith to exist be-
fore he would cure a sick pergon,  If miracles would have
the effect attributed to them by our Rapping friends, why
in the name of all that is holy did he not 5, in Jerusalem
in so mlghty a manner as to convince the hardened SCGptICS
of that City ? On the contrary, we perceive that he reas-
oned with the Sadducees, and in that way endeavored to
convince them of the reality of a future state of existence.
He even refused to gnnear after the resurrection to these

unbelieving persons.
Numerous instances are recorded in the New Testament

of Christ positiveiy Commanding men whom he heagled, to
" tell no man.”  When he raised the daughter of Jarius

from her gleep of death, and therefore, according to the
doctrine of the Rappers, proved an immortal existence h
bringing back the departed spirit, he very strangely forbade
the gtory to be told. But our friends and their Spjrityal
allies in the other yyorld, are no doubt vastly wiser than
Jesus Christ was.

Supposing the f New Era” had been published then,
should we not have been favored with an article like the

following ? -
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" THE oppPoOsITION WANINe."

"The hearts of all true pelievers, we doubt pot, will
|eap for joy, as we inform them of the Joyful fact, that the

daughter of a yery distinguished citizen has been restored
to life by the power Of Jesus, and thus the great fact is

made to stand out before the yorld, that death is not * an
eternal sleep." We wonder if our Sadduceean brethren

will any longer attempt to block the wheels of Spiritual-

ism.  Friends, our cause is onward. Spread the g|0r|ous
tidings far and wide, that a soul has returned from the

other world 1"

But Jesus charged them, that they should tell no man
what was done."

From all that we read of Jesys, we must believe thathe
was equa”y in earnest with our modern fl’iends, Dr. Rush
and Thomas Pagjne, but, unlike them, he did not tip tables
to convince unbelievers. Instead of thjs, we hear him
relating 2 story to show the fo|ly of convincing men in
that \yqy I they believe not Moses and the prophets,
they will not be convinced though ore risefrom the dead."”
Our Spiritual friends gqy, " O no, Lord, but only rap loud
enough, and Dr. Owen and the editor of the |nvestigat0r
will gyrely believe.” Here we have Christ and the Rappers
in juxtaposition to each other.  Which shall we believe?
Said one of these converted infidels to the writer, "If you
can prove that these Rappings are not from the Spirits’
then 1 must relapse into my former Condition." Verin,
this man's faith stood " notin the power of God, butin the
wisdom of man." Of what use is such a faith? The
moment the Spjrits become tired with their arduous |ahors,
that moment Robert Owen re|apses" into |nt|e||ty| Of
course his reason, then, has never been convinced, and a
man not rationally convinced of the truth of a doctrine
is no credit to any cause.

But the guestion returns, Why does not God gperate in
this gy himself on a larger scale, and thus save the world

to_day ? Itis a fair question’ and we would like our Spir-
itual friends to answer it to themselves, if not to us.
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There can be but one rational rep|y to the question’
which is th'S, that God is not in favor of ConverUng men
by these means.

What would be easier than for God to Write in burning
letters, on the mighty dome above s, these yords, "there
is an immortal existence,” and to continue them there for-
ever ?  Who then could doubt the reality of a future state?

And of how much more importance is it to convince the
universe of his own blessed existence t What joy would
then fill the hearts of multitudes of doubters | But he does
not do this. Man is left to exercise his own moral and intel-

lectual faculties, and thus obtain that precious knowledge.

Again’ what would not | yther, or the pioneers in any of
our modern reforms, have given for an assurance from

God to the people, that they were right? Protestantism
was not thus blessed. Humanity iN none of her 19th

Century Strugg|es has been thus favored. Why, then’
should a system, having ne specific object in view, except
to change the theological opinions ©f a yery few, be so
abundant|y blessed? We pause for a rep|y_

Will it be ggjd, that God is at the bottom of the move-

ment and gperates through the Spirits > Why, then, does
he allow the "lying Spirits" to communicate ?  Are there
not a p|enty of good ones ready to labor in so ho'y a cause?

Shall we be told that the Rapping phenomena are on the
whole yseful, but that evil is connected with the matter?
Then how can it be that this third dispensation is going to
accompﬁsh so much more than the others, and is so much
more pyre than they? Itis true that God overrules evil
for good, but it is also trye, that he does not allow evil
when he can preyent it without disturbing the freedom of
the individual. Can he not preyent the evil Spirits from
coming to this World?  Then he must be accused of crea-

ting beings who should forever be heyond his control, which
a wise and good being certainly would not do.

For a season man is allowed to injure Others, but On|y for
a season, Otherwise God must be the author of unnecessary,

m|Sery for what more dreadful fate can we imagine’ than
6
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to be allowed forever to wander over the universe deceiv-
ing and injuring others ? This is a hotter hell than one
of literal iire.

We will take either the Orthodox or the Universalist
doctrine, and from it show the jmpossibility ©f this theory.

If OI’thOdoxy be true, of course God has power ©ver men
in the other \yor|d, or he cannot punish them; and an Or-

thodox believer who, like Charles Beecher, professes to be-
lieve in the 5, Of these wicked Spirits thus to trouble
man, MUst gyppose GOd does not wish to control them, for
he believes God has power to ~ destroy both body and soul
inhell.” 1T God does not wish to control them, then he is
in favor of increased gjin, and, of course, increased misery.
]?lainly,if God can control them and does ppt, one Of two

things must be true, either God delights in misery, o he

trusts in sin to accompiish more good than its absence, in
either of which cases the Bible is faise, for that of course

declares that God is merciful, and it says the "damnation
of those who do evil that good may come is jyst," and to do
evil and not to prevent it when you Consistentiy can, are the
same according to that Scripture, " he that knoweth to do
good’ and doeth it not, to him it is sin." Therefore, Or-
thodoxy being true, evil Spirits cannot come to man. We
would respectfully call Mr. Beeeher's attention to this state-
ment.

Let us now try the Opposite doctrine. That being true,
God did not create man knowing that he would continue to
sin acl jnfinitum, therefore man will not always sin. But
It evil Spjrits now appear © men, they == continuing t°
sin.  Now if God would not have created man knowing
that he would forever run the race of gjpn, would he have
created h|m1 knowing that after death he would be subiect
to those pfluences, that for a season would infallibly lead
him to sin ? Qr, in other yords, as the Most High has ini-
nite wisdom, would he have subjected man after death to
influences that he knew would for a season lead him into
farther gjpn, for if he continues to sin one year, and thus
increases his sinful tendencies, what will ever induce him
to retrace his steps and turnto God? Will a farther resi-
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dence in the World of spirits, have a grcater effect ypon =
sinner than the first gjght of God's glorious effulgence?
And if gq Why'-’

The fact jg if a man has a disposition to sin, after he
enters the other \)/or|d, unless that world changes, that dis-

position may continue, and the sinner 5, become an
eternal sinner, in which case God's "tender mercy is not

over all his Works," according to Universalism, for that
says God would not have created a single man, unless he
knew that man would gggoner or later become hon. We
commend this grgument to our respected spiritual brother,
Adin Ballou, who pelieves, or did believe in the doctrine of
inal restoration.

But whichever of these doctrines is trye, it is certain
that no sinner hereafter can long Wish to continue sinning,
for if he is gsuffering punishment, certainly he must be a
fool to wish to increase that punishment, and if he is learn-
ing the right way, surely he cannot wish to disturb us with
his lies.

Our own Opinion iS, that no soul after entering the other
World can gny longer love to sin, but Whether he will be
allowed to "seek the Lord then is a question we do not
care now to settle. It is safer to seek him g, while itis
certain ~ he 5y be found.”

But all this time we have been tgking it for granted that

the  Gpirits possess the "natural ghijlity" to come to our
ear‘[h1 which we now express|y deny’ for reasons that Will be

set forth in the following chapter.

T 1!



CHAPTER V.

THE RAPPINGS CONTRARY TO PHILOSOPHY.

We stated some time g0, that no effect could be g
duced without an adequate cause. We now prorose to

shew, that so far from the Rapping phenomena being

accounted for, by attributing them to Spirits, they are only
involved in a more jnexplicable mystery than before. When

did any but an ignoramus utter so absurd a doctrine as
that taught by our Spiritual friends, that a cause was less
than the elfect attributed to it ? We have shewn that God
does not work miracles now to convince men, and that he
surely would not do it in the case Of evil Spirits ; and itis
not claimed phy our friends that he does exert this poer, PUt
that the Gpjrits possess it, iN and of themselves.  That js,
to day on account of Dr. Franl<lin's discovery of the powers
of e|ectr|c|ty’ itis possib|e for a Sp|r|t’ by his W|”, to direct
a current of this element against = table or chair and cause
it to move. NoOw we aiiirm that unless electricity possesses
tota”y diiferent properties from those ever attributed to it

before’ no human Sp|r|t in the universe can produce the

effects attributed to Spirits, by the agency of electricity.
What is electricity ? It is the most subtile element known

to science. A thousand " | eyden jars " illed with jt, do
not perceptibly increase the weight of those jgrg, so that it
seems to be hard|y matter. Electricity is negative and
positive, both conditions pheing necessary t© promote move-
ment in that object. The only way ar electric pattery can
generate, o collect electricity, is by bringing substances
together, that py their action ;5o each other, will produce

these two electrical conditions, and not by manufacturing
the article, for all of that element that ever existed or ever

will exist is glready in existence. To be plain upon this
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point. A material change in the condition of particles of
matter, is all that is now Supposed to constitute this wond-
rous power, Which change is elfected invarious \ays ; in the
case Of the production of ga|vanism’ by a CUrious connec-
tion of various agents, Whrch causes a change in the minute
particles of matter of which the body Supposed to be ga|_
vanized is Composed. Now our Spiritual friends may f|ght
this idea as much as they please. By inquiry ©f any adept

in electrical science, they can satisfy themselves.
The will of man alone can no more throw electricity into

a table, than it can make that table talk. Itis a contra-
diction in terms, for electricity, being simply = change i
the partides of matter of which a certain body is Composed’
that body must be operated upon by another material hody
to effect that change. Galvanism is simply ar electrical
phenomenon, produced by the action of a diluted acid upon
a metallic plate, generally ©f zinc, so arranged as to con-
vey the influence to a Corresponding p|ate of copper, between
which and the zinc plate, the diluted acid is placed, 2 mul-
tiplication Of these plates and acids constituting = galvanic
battery. Common e|ectricity IS produced by the friction of
two electrics. Now how do the Sprrrts proceed in their
production of this dangerous element? The good ones, Of
course, Would be 5, Of their hoyer, lest they did harm.
Imagine Dr. Franklin standing o~ the battlements of the
other orld, as he is about to proceed to Germany’ at the
head of his battalion of Spirits. His object is to produce
an electric g5 on a certain man's pjllow. What anxiety

must he eXperience’ at the trial of this, his Eirst experiment
in the new 5y Of electrical action. To be gyre, When on
earth, he had dragged the powerful element from heaven to
earth, by means Of a kite, but now, alas, he lacks even

that little implement. He gazes upon the Gerlnan's house,
down the thousands of miles it is necessary for him to

travel, with his friends, in order to reach the egrth, and
then reflects upon the sad absence oi' all matter wherewith
he can produce an electric current, suilicient to disturb the
German's slumbers. Bear-innniind that the Dr. is an adept
in the art of managing e|ectricity_ He looks about him for
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his piates of copper and zinc, but glgg, there are none to be
found. Then he asks Fenelon for a piece of amber, but
the gOOd man rep"es’ " Amber in heaven | pooh’ non-
sense," and the Dr. recollects that he has left all earthly
things behind. At |ength he says to his ComradES, let us
go and trust to luck to End our amber when we reach
the earth. They start and rush precipitately to Germany_
They enter the house of the man spoken of in our extract,
and perceiving some Seaiing wax on the table, the Dr. seizes
it, breaks it into two piecesl and commences rubbing it Vig_
Orousiy, but alas, he soon perceives that he has no con-
ductor to carry it to the man's p|”0W, and accordingiy he
essays to find a knijtting needle, which he at |ength accom-
piishes’ but after all the machinery does not work. He is
not insulated himself, nor is his conductor, and he cannot
rub the wax Vigor0u3|y enough’ so he at last turns from the
room N despair, giving the German a glight spiritual rap
on his face, which disturbs the qujet slumbers of the ple.
thoric gleeper.

But the ditiiculty does not end here. Sealing wax,
although light for material hands, is a heavy article for a
Spirit to [ift, and in his efforts to rub the pieces together,
he must have so exhausted his etherial gtrength as to have
hardly sutlicient left to carry him across the At|antIC,
where he tells us he went next, and wandered over America,
until he reached Cincinnati.

Seriously, = Spirit can ne more generate electricity by
simply Willing it to be done, than it can overturn a house.

An electric battery of some kind is absoiuteiy necessary to
produce the element, and Where, in the Spjrit's case, IS the
battery located? Suppose it is in the 4th circle. Will
the Spil’it tote it to earth with him, or will he leave it there
and go down to see it operate ? If the former, how* will he
be able to get it into the house through the walls, even if
the ditliculty ©f carrying it so far through the atmosphere
was surmounted? I the |atter, then it would not aid him
in rapping But we are told that the Sp|r|ts " control the
electricity of the other World" and thus 5,  Tell that to
a b|gger fool than yourse”’ if you believe jt, but not to a
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decent idiot.  Control the electricity of the other world!
and what then? Remember the sea-ling wax, and Dr.
Franklin.  Syrely it is enough to make a rational man's
blood rise to fever heat to hear sensible men degrading
themselves in this way. Control_the electricity of the other
world! Try it, and see. How will they go to work ? Shall

they say  electrity come here 2 But they may as well
“call to the gpirits of the yasty deep.” Electricity can
not come, but it moves Oniy as Mmatter acts upon matter.
But Supposing that by their wills, they collect a quantity
of this element. How long will it remain with them, in an
uninsulated condition? As |ong as they can keep from
contact with substances not electrified. Imagine & Spirit
reaching the confines of earth, Surcharged with the elec-
tric element. He touches our atmosphere, and away I-lies
his rapping;agent_ Can he say, " go hot so far, my child.”

As well may he "send |ightnings that they may go, and
say unto him, " Here we are."

But he arrives at the door of the mansion which he
wishes to enter. He has of course lost his electricity.
Will he seek to recollect jt, and cry out, " O thou subtile
element, come to aid." " He that sitteth in the heav-
en shall laugh, and shall hold him in derision."
Yea more. Let him be successful and produce an electric
current.  Can he gy unto jt  "hitherto shalt thou come,
but no farther.” He would be likely to be a dead spirit
if there was any matter about h|m, and our friends assure
us that a Spirit without a material body iS an ImpOSSIbI|Ity

But Supposing he obtains iust suiicient electricity to

rap SUCCGSfU”y, and thus Charged seeks tg enter the room.
Maugre the thickness of the wg||s, he enters, and what then ?

Just as he is about to 5, he Ends himself suddenly relieved

of his stock of electricity, by the presence ©fthe negative
persons, Who, always compose & part ©f a circle.  He pay

protest, and wish to gjye his glectricity to 2 positive person,
and thus produce an electric cyrrent, but he cannot choose

between them. It "takes to itself wings and flies” to the

negative sister, unconsciously, But we will syppose that
heis so fortunate as to become recharged, what then?
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Then the next negative person relieves him of his purden,
and so gp, until all in the circle are positive, and then he
stands some faint chance of being able to produce the
raps, that is, IT by any expedient, when all are positive
or an electric equi"brium existS, an electrical current
can be made to ltlow | ~ Only believe" brethren.

But, say you, Will not the iirst passage OF electricity
from the gpjrit to the medium, produce the raps? Proba-

b|y If you think g0, jUSt stand next to a powerfu|
person, you small-bodied man or woman, and listen

attentively, and see if you don't hear the raps, from the
electricity flowing into you, Listen attentively. And if
not successful in that experiment, enter an electrician's
oiiice, and grasp the handles of his battery, and hear the
loud raps! Astonishing. How like the gpirits ? The
only trouble jg that o, hear them with your nerves and
muscles, aud not with your hatural ears.

But if the raps are thus produced’ can the Sp”"t control
them ?

The fact jg this whole matter of disembodied spirits rap-

ping upon tables with glectricity, is the greatest piece ©f
nonsense ever palmed upon the stupid credulity ©f men,
blessed with marvellousness of the size of 5, two common
organs. It is a disgrace t© any man of intellect, t© pay the
least attention to it. It is a sheer impossibility from begin-
ning t© end, as every truly scientific man knows full well.
But how about the moving of tables. Can a gpijrit
rush gagainst a table with such force as to (digplace it?
Momentum sufficient to gccomplish such a task could hard-
ly be produced, by an ethereal Spmt’ in the same room
with the gpject Moved- and why? Because, in the first
p|ace he is much ||ghter than the table. Now, one of two
things must be true. Either the Sp|r|t has a body’ or he
has not. If we say he haS, then how did it pass through
the walls of the room it has entered? Can matter mould-
ed into the shape of a human hody, penetrate the hard
substance of which a wall is composed? Not without a
miracle, and we have seen that _God has no agency" in the
matter. Then how did the body enter the house? Plain-
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ly by passing through an open door or window, °r possibly,
by coming down chimney, although we are assured on
high authority, that the gpjrits are "too dignified" to come
through the chimney often. Then the body iinds itself in
the room and wishes to move the table. According to the

well known laws of matter, its Ve|ocity, or its We|ght, or
both combined, must be sufficient to overcome the inertia

of the table. It is not ||ke|y that its We|ght is Suﬂicient,
but is its Velocity? To understand the probabmty of
this, we must be certain that gy velocity is exhibited.
When the immense ryshing to till a yacuum, of the mighty
mass Of air’ which covers our globe’ was manifested at
West Cambridge, the effects of the terrible ye|gcity were

every Where apparent, but, how is it with the Gpjrits?
Do not the tables rise gry slowly in a majority of in-
stances?  Thus, we see, there ecan be no great velocity,
and as there is no weight, the table cannot be moved by

them persona”y1 and they cannot control e|ectricity, as
we have seen, therefore, Spirits do not move tables ; that

is, unless electricity is differently developed from what it
has been heretofore. Are they devoid of weight? If
not, or at least ||ghter than the atmosphere’ how can they

ascend to their ethereal home, through forty-Eve miles of
that element?

Again: Wwhere is the proof, that a Spjrit can leave its
home in the skies? What powers of locomotion does it
possess? Allowing that its ethereal nature, immediately
on its Separation from the body’ causes it to ascend to the
Second Sphere, by What process is it to be able to descend
again to our earth? Has God provided it with an air-
balloon to travel in? No, for we have geen, that he does
not countenance the movement, and if he does it for a
good Spirit’ he must also for a bad one. How then can
the gpjrit move? This idea of the free locomotion of
spirits from the other world to this, is unmitigated hum-
bug. It cannot be done. The most skilful ZEronaut liv-
ing’ could not descend from above our atmosphere, for
there the laws of gravitation end. And yet, we are

7
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gra\/e|y told that a Spirit has only to will, and he can at
once, ©f in a few minutes descend to the earth and visit

our abodes. What a figure would he cyt, essaying with
his ethereal phody, to divide our gtmosphere. Remember
that the Rappers believe his body is lighter than ajr, which
it must be, or he could never leave the earth after death.
New he dives down in one p|ace’ but the |mpenetrab|e
atmosphere buoys him 5, and he floats aloft as at first .
anon he seeks to descend in a thinner spot, but above he
is borne again, like a balloon on ~ eagles wings," and all
his efforts to descend are unavailing. Poor fellow! Thus
futile are the efforts of 5y, man to counteract the will of
Jehovah. If God had intended man to return to this
earth, he would have Consigned him to some other p|ace’
than the blue empyrean, beyond the star-spangled flrma-
ment.

But as he cannot descend, unless he can send his mes-
sages, e cannot communicate with man.  This brings us

to another Stage of our inquiry_

What good is to be answered by man being allowed
power to re-visit the earth? Was ever anybody essen-

t|a”y benefitted by Conversing with the dead? Sweden-
borg is a me'ancho|y instance of evil resumng from such -a
course.  NOW, far be it from us to affirm, that vaedenborg
never held gpjrityal communion with holy beings, through
the revelations of God, but was he bpenefitted, on the whole,
by what he learned of the other world? He assures us
that it is g, difficult to distinguish good from evil Spirits,
and that he was very often deceived himself; and yet, his
way ©f holding communion With Spirits was as far in ad-

vance Of the |igppings, as intelligence is before stupid ig-
norance. But does God allow Spjrits to influence man?

This is a great question. Upon it turns that of thespirit-
ual nature of C|airvoyance, whose advocates claim, that
Sp|r|ts communicate with them by mental impression_

If God was in favor of this practice’ Why, in all ages,
has he limited our knowledge to this world ?  Is there gpy

man, Not excepting the Saviour of the world, who, when
inspired of God, has undertaken to give us a direct dc-
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scription ©f heaven, except in figurative language! Did
not Paul g5y, " he heard things unlawful for man to utter ?

And did not Tenant refuse to communicate what he learned

on h|gh’) If such kn0W|edge was valuable to us, Why did
not Christ, or the Holy Spirit, present It to us, when they
treated of heaven |

Again : would it conduce to the happiness Of our friends,
to know all that we suffer here ? — or to the happiness of
any Spirit, in the other world, to learn of thc transactions
of this Sphere’ except the Joyfu| ones ? Has not God
Wisely drawn a veil between the two worlds, so that they,
who would gq from this to that, cannot, and vice yersa, as
the rich man was told by Lazarus, in regard to heaven and
hell.  Is not the blue firmament a deep gulf existing Pe-
tween earth and ” the gtgrry world on high? " Astrolo-
gers may gaze upon the stars, and learn our ™ nativities,"
but are we any wiser for it ? \Who, at the commencement
of his exjstence, could bear to have the future of his life
unfolded before him? Would he not shrink from the
scenes Of gyffering through which he is designed t© pass?
None but God can bear the sight of the world's mijseries,
and he only, because he is at work steadfastly for their re-
moval, and comprehends the bearing ©f every act of man;
but no Sp|r|t could do thjs, and if at all humane, he must
suffer inconceivable anguish at the gjght of the world's
miseries. We cannot bear to read a tale of sorrow. How
should we feel, if we were gbliged continually t© gaze upon
the world in its present condition ?

Here we see the selhshness of spiritual believers. For

their own gratification, they will subject their friends to all
this misery. Yea, more; for who does not know, that
one, long used to refined society, is tormented while in the
presence ©f gross @nd vulgar beings; and yet, we will
consent to drag our sainted friends from the society of God,
and the h0|y ange|S, to our own material ghodes, for our
own gratification. © ! for shame, ye Spiritualists '
Therefore, we believe that our Heavenly Father is op-
posed to all communicationbehween the two worlds, except
what comes through himself. He is " the 4y the truth,
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and the life," and through him, we can obtain all neces-
sary information respecting the other world. On this ac-
count, he has endowed man on earth with a material guard
to his goul, which guard is called the brain. It is only
when this is in action, that either Sp|r|t or man can com-
municate with s or we with them. On no other princi-
p|e can we Obtain a hearing from our fellow-men in the
ﬂeSh, and is it ||ke|y that a Sp”"t can be heard by us in
any other way, if at all ? Then the 0n|y access 10 us a
Spirit <an possibly have, is through the brain; and can a
Sp|r|t’ without such a brain, impreSS ours? It seems to
us it cannot ;5 for if it could, then a dense substance could
be moved by a Spirit's will alone, which we have just seen
is impossible. If it could, then the Jaws of Nature are
suspended, and matter can be moved, by simple will, with-

out an gpparatus, like the prain, to produce electrical motion,
which, we have gegen, cannot be done . for electricity is not at

the command of the il only as itis collected in the prain,
to do the bidding of the will through the brain. But hav-
|ng no mMmaterial nature to move up and down' as on the
earth, the Spirit needs no prain, and, therefore, possesses
none. Brain is only needed as a medium of communica-
tion between us and the external world. No such medium

being necessary With the Gpjrit, all he ogqegses IS sheer

mentality. He is mind, and not matter.  If he poggesses
a material brain suilicient to contain and emit g|ectricity,

then he would be too hegyy for his elevated position, and
would be precipitated to the earth. Aware of the diffi-
culty above stated, the Rapping theory invests the Spjrit
with a material hody, but still it does not explain his resi-
dence above the atmosphere’ and how he can ascend
through it so eas"y’ on his return from his visits. This
whole matter can be thus summed ,, : Have the Gpjrits
power t0 communicate with this earth? They have not,
for the plain reason, that the brain is with them lacking.

They can neither heah nor gee, taste, or sme"’ as we (0,

and, consequently, are no |onger adapted to the holding ©f
intercourse with mortals.
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But it is not a future state, in the common accepta“on
of that term, that our friends believe in, but S|mp|y a
tmnsmigration of souls, like the Ppythagorean doctrine.
They do not believe in a Spiritual world at a||, but Only in
the bodies of human be”’]gs’ Containing the souls of their

friends, existing elsewhere. What perceptible difference
is there, between their idea of the other world, and the

descriptions they give us of Jupiter, Saturn, &c.?

The fact is, hypocrisy has too |opng covered this whole
so-called spiritual movement. It is not Spirituansm, but
only another name for Materialism. All they tell us of
the future is of a material character. |ndeed, a modern

Spiritualist seems to be as ytterly unable to comprehend
the idea of pure|y Spiritua| existence, as Is the |ndian, Who
buries along with his friend, his tornahawk and faithful dog.

Heaven is like all other material places, and materialism
is the essence of the whole affair.  According to the true
idea, God is a Spjrit, and has © made man in own jmage,"
who s, therefore, a Spirit, also; but, according to the Spir-
itualistic creed, it is impossible for mind to exist without
matter!  Now, where is the vast difference between this
idea1 and that of the honest infidel ? We can see no essen-
tial one. |ndeed, we have heard1 in more than one in-

stance, open and avowed |nfldels, of the |nvestigator
school, defend the Rappings, @"d argue for them, with all
the warmth of a full-blooded Spiritualist I

7 ik



CHAPTER VI

COMMON SENSE OPPOSED TO THE RAPPINGS.

Phrenolog|sts define common sense as the result of the
exercise of the organ of Causality, Which, if true, renders
it a Comm0d|ty of no inconsiderable value. By common
sense, we mean a certain innate idea that most persons

possess, Of the adaption, or non-adaption ©f = particular

measure, to the promotion of the Object desired; thus
all men believe that a hyngry man should be fed, before

his soul is converted. Common sense iS pecessary N all
the affairs of |ife  as without jt, men Would knowingly trust
rogues, and make bargains with their gyeg closed. Deride
the qua“ty as much as we may, it iS, probab'y, the noblest
faculty we possess, for Without jt, our religion would end

in Supersunon, our poetry in nonsense, our love in insani-
ty, our benevolence in blind impulse, and our conscien-

tiousness in bigotry. Great orators are often, sadly defi-
cient in this valuable commodity. The reason is, they
aim too high, and overlook the ground upon which they
tread. Sp|end|d theorists are quite apt to lack common
sense. They are like a man who walks along gazing upon
the firmament above hjm, and overlooks the mud at his
feet, so that even his h|gh aspirations cause him to fall into
a quagmire,

So that when we accuse our friends of |acking common
sense, we are paying them a e, high compliment, for
we mean that, in their love for the hea\/emy’ they over-
look the earthly, and are in danger of falling into the
quagmires, scattered along their paths. We do not use the
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word invidiously, er mean Py any means, that they are
unlearned, or even lacking " imagination, but that they
are |00king too h|gh, and must ~ come down a peg ©f two,"
tO use a home|y adage_ That is they must reason a

little, as well as dream and 5y A great philosopher
once was Observed making 2 hole in the wall of his house

to admit a |arge cat, whose free ingress and egress at such
times as suited Tgppy, he deemed desirable. After he
had finished his task, he proceeded to excavate a smaller
aperture. He was asked by = friend what his gbject was,
when he replied, N why, that is to admit the little Malteese
kitten." So with our friends.  Like the great ph”osopher’
their minds are too vast to Comprehend common th|ngs

Men may possess uncommon, and still lack common
sense. We do not wish to be personaL but we will select
a few of the revelations of our spirit friends, to different in-
dividuals, and see if a reception ©f such messages does
not grgue an almost total lack of the faculty in question.
We might fill columns with similar quotations, but we
have room for On|y a few. In an account of a late
spiritualist convention in Springfield, the editor of the Re-
publican gives the following scene :

One of the secretaries of the Convention stated to the
writer about the same thing, and, therefore, there can be
but little doubt of the correctness of the picture, although
the editor of the ~ New Erg," of course presents itin a
little different |ight, But gny gentleman who doubts the

picture, had better send to reliable persons in Springfield,
and ascertain for himself. One of the most prominent

spiritualists N Springfield assured the yyriter, that it was
very near the truth.

~ Mr. Spear began t© go t© sleep, his right hand rajsed,
and held tremulously upward,” and then, he pyt both
hands to his face and burst out into a most |ygubrious bel-
|owing, and as near]y as we can recall it (Says the editor’)
we Will give some Of the first of the performance_"

Mr. Spear. (Hands to his face-face as red as a
cabbage.) Boo-hoo, Oh-hrboo-hoo | Oh-h-h b0o-hoo-oo-
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ool 'l My father is dead, my mother is dead, and my
little boy isdead! 1 saw them allburied in the grave I
And 1 must be buried in the grave, (ernglng his hands_)
Boo-hoo! Oh where is my mother, where is ny father,
and where is my little hoy ? (more blubbering.)

Lady (Ansmg and advancmg_) Your father and
mother are here, and little Johnny is here. Dont you see

them ?
Some more conversation ensues when Mr. Spear says
" Little Johnny is dead. I saw him die."

Lady. No, Johnny is not dead.

Mr. Spear It's a lie.

Lady. Why here he is. Can't you see him?

Mr. Spear. Its a lie! It's an infernal lie. Oh
where is "Johnny 1 and thus the drama proceeded_

Mr. Hewitt, who is glyays anxious to cover the gpijrj-
tual nakedness of his friend Spegr, with whatever fig-leaf
apron " may have handy, offers a solution of the affajr,

Someth|ng like this. We quote from memory in this case,

and, therefore, may not be exact. * Mr. Spegr was ob-
sessed by = low material gpjrit, who, having lost his

friends, could not believe that they " ostill lived," but

owing to the lack of ower in the teachings ©of the church,
he really supposed that being dead, they were inanimate.
The Jady was possessed by = higher spirit, who endeavor-
ed to teach the |ower, that his boy "being dead, yet
Speaketh " and that a g|0r|ous future life awaited all the

sons of Adam." This may be the proper explananon of
the affair, but still we would ask why 2 spirit should think
it necessary t© charge such a result upon the church?
We were not aware that materia”sm, was one Of the sins
of the church. If we mistake not our enthusiastic, and
we doubt noet, perfectly conscientious friend Mr. Hewitt,

has heretofore, rather charged upon the church, the neg-
lects of man's material interests, in her anxiety to provide
for his soaZ's salvation. The church has always professed
great regard for the Spiritua] welfare of mgn, and we

apprehend s not particularly open to the charge ©f
materialism. We believe she is too gpt to forget man's
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material welfare, in her efforts to “ deliver him from the
wrath to come.”

Lear in ™Mind that this scene is defended by the only
Spiritualist paper i» New England.

At - f this Car
ecen e JUDERAY % corsme. gonvpntiolll.  SPE
tion of Beneiicents:' a SOC'ety, Mr. S. says, formed in
the , . inmi is
oo DSHE0ru0r0. 1L in isefiSfpurpose., £, BEMamn Hah, .
that gught to' be attended tg, Dr. Rush proceeds:

" Let there be much forethought among those who

have ample means, s° that they Who are commissioned_to
attend the Natzonal Convocation, shall not be too heav"y

burdened’ by the distant joyrnies, that may be required by
the travellers."”

Now, when we consider that Mr. Spear is a great travel-
ler himself it is not at all wonderful that Dr. Rush
should [NSPifg him to offer such a SeNtimeht to the Conven-
tion.

We recollect read”"]g once in one Of the Mormon BOOkS,
something like the fgllowing :-*" Thus saith the |ord,
unto my servant A\—— E3— Thou shalt take thy
farm, situated |n,SUCh a p|ace’ ahd give to my servant
J,QS|e | Smith, for I have need of it. This shalt thou do,

p s become ., obedient servant” The gpirits are
qUIte apt to inspire us all according to our tas'tes and fan-
C|eS Read the fO”OW|ng clear case of delusion or some-

thing worse. It gppears that a |arge gathering ©f spirits
has been held, and that a committee has been appointed

by them, t© open = correspondence With Mr. Spegr,  This
Committee we are told consists of ten sons four of

whom addfessed tnis letter to their y ey inFeemgent corres-

pondent. One of the Committee was Dr. Franklin. The
revelation was as follows:

" Let this medium go (to Barre) in one, two, or three

dayls...dHe.~ . Jie.coimpentate ai. - 1200rS Ao e

Let .him go in faith and great love and let him give inti-
‘mation of his expectation§,*(of COIISE includingthe® money
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part_) " You will 'rind a most important work to do at
the place where yq, are to go tomorrow. You need not
hesitate," &c.

I-le went, when the following beautiful scene was wit-
nessed, according to Miss Gibson's own account. Miss
Gibson was a medium a|SO, and says that Dr. Rush Spoke
through her modest flatterer. He gajd, addressing Miss
Gibson:

" This woman is in a most exalted mental condition.
There is gcarcely another so highly exalteol, among the in-
habitants of y,qy earth. Itis nearly impossible to find in
this respect her equail” " It is seen that this woma'n may
and Will exert a Wide and most wise influence. This me-
dium, (Mr. Spear) was qualified, instructed, commissioned
and free to see this woman for a most important purpose.
From this hour there will be an inter-communication be-
tween these two most remarkable mediums. There never

was pefore on your €arth a meeting from which will figy
such important results, (of course hot excepting the out-
pouring ©f the Holy Ghost on the gy of Pentecost.) It
will be seen and felt that the visit of this remarkable me-
dium [Mr. Spear] to this highly easalteel medium, [the lady

Whom he is gddressing,] Will most rapidly and convincingly
serve the better to accompiish the great work to be con-

summated.”
Afterwards, "this remarkable medium” addressed his

Spiritual partner as follows :
" From this hour [laying or of the hand] thou art con-

secrated to the service of humanity. By thy moving and
thy f|0W|ng Speech, and thy cheerful foot, thou shalt go ©n
thy mysterious and righteous way, and there shall thence
flow' blessings countless.  Sweet, gentle peace Shall adorn
thy placid brow, and pyre wisdom grace thy beeiutlfal
neck, and righteousness shall repose ©n thy breast.”

Is it 5ny wonder that the poor woman thus saturated
with double-distilled Hattery, should gpegk as follows :

" The heaven that is within thee is open to men. Thou
artf||lec| with the Holy Ghost. The Spirit of the Lord is
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upon thee, because he hath anointed thee to pregch the

gospel to the poor" &c. ~ Give thyself wholly to the
Lord." "These gyeg shall yet see the glory of the Lord
while enclosed in this encasement.” ~ She then rebap-

tized him, (the account further states,) in the name of the
Holy Spirit, and consecrated him anew to his work of love.
There was much of thrilling interest said and done that
en com never record1 and its results etern'ty alone can
unfold. At the morning intervieW, there was not arepor-
ter present.”  Miss Gibson then gtgtes, = It seemed that
the  Spjrits within the two bodies could not be parted.
Their hands were disjoined and their bodies Separated’ a
communication was formed between these two mediums.”
" O what sweet communion | what nearness, What similari-
ity of soull O what congeniality ©f spirit! Angels
might bless this parting scene! This parting of bodies
but uyniting of souls. This interview will never cease,
for mind within these two podies, by these two bands of
Sp”’ltS, was then and there united in Splrltual bOdeS, nev-
er to be clisimiteol ./" Happy man, iN so short a time thus
to be admitted into the inner Sanctuary of a h0|y wo-
man's |oving heart. Have acare, however, that the god
Cupid does not transfix thy heart with one of his fatal
arrows, While thou art gazing in solitude yponp the ™ beau-
tiful neck” of the "most highly exalted mental nature
among the inhabitants of y, earth.”

Before the close of the bridal gcene, Dr. Rush gives the
following technical advice to Miss Gibson, using the no-
menclature for which he has become somewhat famous,
since he undertook to inspire Mr. Spear:

" Qdly. She must continue to have a care of the fgo(s.
Better abstain for a season entire'y from the meats, though
the poultnes will not harm. Let her prepare 2 coliee of
the harley, for general drinks, at meals, taken moderately

warm. She may OCCaSiona”y eat of the eggs. She had
better for a season eat two and perhaps three figs’ each day

She should on grising fromher morning sZumbers,1noisten a
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soft cloth in \yater, and rub herself most freely,--always
carefully rubbing clown.”

Let it be distinctly understood, that it is not for the -
pose of ridiculing Mr- Spear, that we quote these insane
doings ©of his, for the most charitable conclusion one can
come t{Q, respecting him, is that he is insane. In this opin_
ion some -'of h|§ own brethren concur, for many of them
utterly reject his whole proceedings.

Afterwards, Dr. Rush told Mr. Spear t© goto Wood-
StOCk, Vt., assuring him that his "expenses should be sea-
Sonab'y Supp”ed"' which seems to be quite an item with
the Dr,, or with the medium. He there baptized Mrs.
Tay|0r, as follows : After Oifering a short prayer for " Di-
vine benediction on this gpparently insignificant gather-
onent," he arose from his knees, and after a "few mo-
ments of solemn gtjllness," he placed one hand on Mrs.
Taylor's head, while his daughter assisted py holding
Mrs. Tay|0r's hand, and p|acing her other hand on Mrs.
Taylor's shoulder.  After some remarks addressed to the
candidate for holy orders, he said, " In the presence of this
assembly, and py the permission of the congregation ©f
*THE BENEFICENTS, thou shalt now receive thy new name,
and thou shalt henceforth be known as the " Strengthen-
eress.” And wherever thou goegt there shalt thou strength-
en the weak and the tgltering." "And thou shalt be in-
structed to say, - Come unto gpe all ye Who are weak,and
I will give you strength? After the consecration was
ended, the Spirits spoke through Mr. Spear as follows:
" We come on missions of beneficence —vve come 10 gay
to the weak, be strong. We come to say o the fa|tering,
press onward.  We come t0 gy to the |gme, arise and
walk. We come to say t© the closed eyes, Pe thou opened.
We come to g4y to the (diseased, be thou whole. We come
to ggy to the dying, thou shalt live. We come to the in-
habitants of yq, earth to give them freedom, to bring
Love, Joy,Hilarity, and we select the instruments Wwith

which we are to accomp”sh the beneiicenﬂy intended la-
hors."
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Here we have Spiritualism in its ripest stages of devel-
opment. It has here thrown oii' the mask and asserted its
power o save the world, in unqualified terms.  Menof gy
ordinary qualihcations are selected py the Spjrits to travel,
and anoint ” gj|ly women" to gpen the gyes Of the plind,
and in the case Of Mrs. Mettler, of Hartford’ to "walk
on the elements” and "to mise the clegol," all by the power
of man. Unlimited obedience to the "impressions” of the
Spirits is required, and ere |Ong the worst scenes of Mor-
monism will perhaps Pe re-enacted.  Unless a determined
effort is made to discourage the whole movement, it will
not be long before the Spints will inspire their dupes to
commit gtrocities, like those that the ™ fifth monarchy men”
in Cromwell's time committed, under the-idea that heaven
inspired them, and that the kingdom of God was about to
be set y,  Itis a dangerous thing to surrender ourselves
to the guidance of "we know not what," for it is well
known that no Spijritualist is certain of recejving revela-
tions from the Spints who pretend to converse with hjm),
for communications are received from living persons, from
imaginary existences, from animals, and from prandy, zinc,
&c. It seems to us a delusion from beginning to end’ and
the sooner rational men abandon yjsjting the mediums and
circles, and frown upon the whole proceedings, the better
will it be for man.

Already crimes the most diabolical have been attempted
under the direction of the Spjrits, and much misery has
been caused to members of families, where the Spil’itS have
operated. In short the whole thing is but little less than
Bedlam let |gpgge, as all but infatuated pergons are begin-
ning to see.

We heg the reader's pardon for oiiending his taste by
quoting the fo”owing extract from a recent work on Spir-
itualism, entitled the ~ Spirit Home."  The book is run-
ning over with similar incoherent passages

" Mother Haskell wears the indispensable breeches un-
der the trigngular shirt, which with'its mice points pricks
8 .
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the gerpent, as he raises his head from the dust to see the

power N pants, t© bruise that head, and give his brain a
lift in wisdom."

This is from the Spirits, but it seems to us it would take

them to nterpret itS meaning, if it has gny,

One of the principal leaders of the pgrty in Boston
owned to the writer, that it was jmpossible t© identify =
Spirit, and others acknowledge the same.  Sgys La Roy
Sunderland, who is not the person just mentioned, “These
have not merely a mixture of truth and fa|sehood, but they
must be admitted often to approach so near the evil and
ma“gnant, that it may not be an easy matter to put a cor-
rect estimate ypon them.” He g5yq that H. C. Wright
convcrsed at his house for three and a half hours with a
Spirit that purported to be Jesus Christ, and when he had
finished, he told him that he was not Jesus Christ, and yet
in Philadelphia, according to the ~ History of Spiritual
Manifestations,” published by the Spirit's directions,

"Many WiIIineg yie|d to their directions in all matters,
great c¢cmol small.” A noted believer in Boston informed

the writer that he kool never disobeyed the Spirits but
once, and that was when they ordered him to move a stove
We|gh|ng 600 Ibs. |

A man in Gpringheld was ordered py the spirits t© aban-

don the sale of rum. He rep”ed, f you say So, I will,
but I woulcl not for 5, other reason.”

Friends of common genge, Of reason, and of God, we
ask ygy, If such a gystem is from him who g5y5 =~ Come
now, and let us reason together"' or from him who declar-
ed,  Why even ofyoy rselves, judge ye not what s right "
Is God in favor of inspiring men to give themselves ,, to
the direction of man? and yet this is the quintescence ©f
modern spiritualism.  Our friends 5y equivocate @ much
as they please, but there it stands in black and white, in
their own books, as follows, " The medium must be pass-
ive, must not resist, youy must obey. You need not be
afraid. Do what you are impressed," &c., &c. Mr.

Finney’ a celebrated medium’ says that he does not obey
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the spirits unless his reason gpproves, and yet he says he left
New York Oity and went to Qleveland, Ohio, in obedience
to nothing Put an impression, although he says as a clair-
Voyant he felt it would all be right.

Mr. Grant, of Boston, a gentleman wWho has paid a great
deal of attention to the subject, as far as yjsiting mediums
are concerned, assures the writer, that he has ascertained
beyond all doubt, that he could by his will effectua”y con-
trol the answers of the medium; and Mr. Haskell a settee
manufacturer, = gentleman ©f distinguished worth and
probrty of Character, asserted the same, as far as answers
to himselfwere concerned,and yet the revelations, thus liable
to be perverted’ are to be swallowed.

We could fill our book with instances of the false asser-
tions and directions of Spjrits, that have come to our know-
ledge, but every one knows that it is true that such false
directions are given, and therefore we forbear.

One |ggdy in Boston was directed py the Spirits to go to
a neighboring town, and she would find a house ready
furnished for her accommodation. She went with her
child and $20000 ' money belonging to her husband, and no
traces of her could be found until a month had elapsed..
The Gpjrits had told her that Boston was to be visited with
a dreadful pestilence, and that her husband would be one
of its victims.

One man conversed with the spirit of a living sister,
who said she had been dead eleven yegys,

A genﬂeman on the Cape was informed by a certain
Spirit that he had perished at sea, together with all the
other hands, on board a certain vessel. There was great
mourning in the town, but afterwards the Sh|p and all
hands arrived in port safely.

One man was directed to oo = down-East,” and when
he got there he was told to return.  Daniel Webster assured
one man that his 7th of March Speech was all correct, but

later intelligence from him represents him as |amenting

bitterly over that speech, and calling it the greatest sin
of his life. Still later accounts deny the story of his

repentance.
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Mr. Sunderland, himself a believer in the Spiritua' Ongln
of the manifestations, in a new work of yglye, entitled
* Book of Human Nature," gives 2 great variety of inci-
dents of a contradictory nature. He gy Spirits have
accused others of murdering them, when they were all the
time alive and on the earth.

The great Dr. Rush directs us to look at the rising sun
if we wish to enjoy good hea|th1 to hold our hands wide
open While walking, and to dissolve gum-shellac in cold
‘water to cure the bronchitis. He also gravely informs us
that the nose iS a very important part of the face, that there
are tWO gyes in the head, as there are two hands in the
body, and that the r|ght aperture of the nose is 'made for
smelling perfumes, and the left for scenting unodoriferous
ObJeCtS, and to crown all he tells us that "the time was
when God was not," but that two particles of matter came
together and formed the Deity 1

Mr. Gridley’ one Of the principal writers in the New
Era, informs us that the Spirits tell him that it is much
easier for a Spirit to become jntoxicated, than it is for a
man.  He gays they go INto a cellar and hold their faces
over the rum hogsheads, and thus inhale the precious fumes,
and often have the delirium tremens.

Other Sp|r|tua| writers assure us that Sp|r|ts are ~ sub-
ject to like passions with ourselves.”  They eat, drink,
wear clothes, have partie& &c., &c. The ladies "wear
their hair in flowing ringlets." " Some men wear Persian
trousers, and a majonty wear all of the beard.” " Their
bodies are as reglly material as ours,” and yet ) they
move With almost the rap|d|ty of thought," "can go to

Chagres in three minutes and California in five." "They
can take perfect control of a Susceptib|e medium’ can cause
him to do anything desirable." If they wish they can

grow shorter or |Onger than they are, and to crown a||, they
know all the thoughts of the inhabitants of the earth.  This

used to be considered the prerogative ©f God only, but
under the third dispensation, even the drunken Spirits

possess It
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Mr. Ambler declares they choked him while eating in
order to show that they had perfect control of him, and he
says when he came to Boston, they led him to preC|Se|y the
places where he wished to gq They come at all hours of

the day and of the n|ght, and genera”y to friends every day,
but could not converse Iif it were forbidden." NOW, "Hear
O heavens, and give ear, O earth.  Come pear, ye nations,
to hear, and hearken, ye peop|e." When before has it been
said that ignorant, sensual, inexperienced, mistaken human
beings, were the chosen almoners of heaven to distribute
its Spiritual bounty to man ! Since the days when © God
thundered from pPgrgn,"” when has he before resigned the
cause Of the world's conversion into the hands of such a

feeble, misguided crew as the Spirits seem to be? The
man Who gravely asks another to believe that this is God's

instrumentality to save the Wor|d, should be qu|et|y told
that all the Lunatic Asy|ums are not fyll, and measures

should be jmmediately taken to conyey him thither.

8*



CHAPTER VII.
RELIGION vmzsus RAPPERS.

WHAT is religion? Various detinitions are gjyen to
this term, by different jndividuals, but we mean by it,

" The life of God, in the soul of man" as expreSSed by
Paul in his Epjstle to the Galatians ii. 20, and py other

inspired writers. In other yords, it is the ” indvvelling of
the Holy Ghost ~ -the jngpiration of the Almjghty, It

s receded b repentance faith, andregeneralian, but s

of |se noth I more, nor less, than pejng = fil ed WTt all
o Ul " B’orn of Gddllldthn >1W1)n7>|v] |Z|| Zon >||[
sin." I-le also trusts in God; for |thou falth |t is

impossible to please him."  Having the spirit he is filled
with e Trult thereof, yich ' in al gobdness and

rLohteaushisis,andLirath,.....i The.Kingfs gaughtp

Thus, inward and outward ngh ebusness are he charac-
teristics of the tru|y re||g|ous man.  Herein are the chil-

31160 dosih 11t ﬁhteldlusle slsnoelgid nllﬁ'elﬁle“ ot

loveth not his brother.” ~ I-le' that COMNIitteth sin is of
the devil."

Christ was re"giOUS, when in the agony of his last hours
he exclaimed, "If itbe possible, let this ¢yp pass from
me. Nevertheless not my will but thine be done." Sub-
mission to God's W||| is an essential feature of true relig-
ion ~ indeed when htly understood it includes thc whole

of religion., Now, we assert, that this religion, utterly and

unqualihedly, condemns the whole spiritual theory.
Ist. Because God is not heart”y acknovv|edged by it.
Any system ©f reform, that npeglects to assert its depen-
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dence ypon Deity, IS not a religious one; for true religion
consists in perfect submission to God's wyij||, and produces
the fruits of such dependence’ which, in the case of sin-
ners, includes a regeneration of the soul.

Qd. Because it teaches a very defective morality in
relation to the motives of action.

Sd. For the reason, that its advocates are not honest
seekers after tryth, at reason's fount.

4th. Because it assumes a material basis.

5th. For the (eason, that under its influence very dele-
terious elfects are produced

6th. Because it sets ,, another gythority than that of
the g|orious and eternal God.

Our first point is, that the spiritual theory does not
really acknowledge God, and require conversion to him.
We might quote almost aol nfinitum from gpiritual writ-
|ngs to prove th|s1 as we have already done, t0O some ex-
tent. It is p|a|n1 that, in the Work of regeneratlng the
world, itis not God gperating through the Spirits, but the
Spirits themselves, who have discovered the " new and
living way." Says = Supernal Theology,” = It is a dis-
covery Which Spirits have made ; and this cannot be con-
sidered strange, when it it is admitted they live in a world
of progress." NOt"at all; on|y it is a wonder, that the
~ Father of Gpjrits had not made the (jscoyery before.
" You will write, and preach"' not "with the H0|y Ghost
sent down from heaven," but * as yq, Will be moved f
the Spirits." (" Light from the Spjrit-Wol~ld.") Now,
then, as great as is the difference between the ynerring
God and fallible men, so great is the difference between a
truly religious system, and this "new dispensation.”" It
matters not that Spjrits profess obedience to God, for this
makes the case ten times ygorse, for God has chosen to give
them this power, and yet, unlike Peter and John, they re-
fuse to ggy, = Be it known unto yqy all, that by the name
of Christ (or God) doth this man stand before yq, whole."”
In fact they are jmposters ©f the worst character if this is
true, for they never assert their own |nab|||ty to do these

things, and ascribe all theppwcr to God, but " we," the
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great and mighty Spirits, are going to © overturn” the
world and to "make all thmgs new," and yet they are

only agents of God!
Our Gpiritual friends had better hold fast to the other

horn of the djlemma, and argue that the Spirits are not
under the direction of Gpg, for that would be delivering

them from the Charge of imposters’ and be Crediting them

with extraordinary sagacity, though at God's expense.
Even Jesus Christ ytterly renounced all self-elevation

and said, "1 do nothing of myse'f, but as my Father
taught me, ! speak these things." Behold, O ye Spirits

ofthe Sixth Sphere, = worthy example ©f humility that you
would do well to imitate |

Good men in all ages have always owned the same when
engaged in promoting 2 religious reform.  They have all
declared that they wished to " g|orify God on earth, and
finish the work which he ga,e them to do.”  And here con-
sists the egry remarkable difference between other gyg
tems of re“gious reform and that of the Spmts Elated

with the magnitude of their fancied discovery, they rush to
this world, with all the zeal of a new convert, and tell what

great things they are going to do. Instead of saying, = we
are nothing," it is immense we. " Behold our greatness!"
They are like a little boy dressed for the first time in _jacket
and trousers, strutting through the town, and poldly de-
C|aring that now the pe0p|e had better look out, for he is
determined to keep them straight. =~ Pride goeth before
destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall," we are
told-therefore we fear the Spirits will one day be rub-
bing their faces and exclaiming in anguish, "O that we had
not got on to those h|gh stilts.” Vanr[y is a|WayS ridicu-
lous, and never more so than when accompanied by ex-
treme impotence’ as in the case of the Spirits, for if God
created them, they have nro power of themselves, and if
they were humble they would acknowledge it But in-
stead of that, they assume to be gods of this lower World,
to know the thoughts ©f men, to come and go when and
where they p|ease, and to be in as many p|aces about the
same time as they please. Indeed, allowing that they
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have been sent by God to reform the world, they have evi
dently become elated with the dignity of their mission,
and suppose not that the are  men Of like pass|0ns with
us,” as Paul declared to the inhabitants of Lystra When
they thought ©f worshipping him, but that they are de-
Serving of divine honor. If they had been in Lystra’
they would hardly have "restrained the people," when
they "brought oxen and garlands unto the gates, and
would have sacrificed” unto Paul and Barnabas.

Again, Wesley, Fletcher, Fox, Luther, Doddridge,
Scott, Edwards, Dwight, Brainerd, Payson, and a h0_3t of
Others’ toO0 numerous to mention’ a|th0ugh equa”y desirous

with the Spirits of reforming men, yet taught regeneration
as the Only condition of acceptance with GOd, which re-

generation was not = of man, but of God." Do the Spir-
its tell their converts thegy "must be born again ?* and
yet they are gon‘]g to save the world in a very short time.
We  suspect that the principle en which they propose t©
convert the world is that of errorists of all ages, to make
the conditions of salvation so easy that all men will em-
brace them ; like the Campbellites in the Southern States,
who convert great numbers to religion, by telling them that
immersion in the water is regeneration_

When Wes|ey arose he "laid righteousness to the line
and judgment to the p|ummet,” and preached the most h0|y
and selildenying doctrines, as necessary '© acceptance
with God. Fox did the same. So did Thomas SCOtL
Baxter, Bunyan, Brainerd, Payson, and the egrly Metho-
dist and Baptist preachers of America. They all endeav-
ored to elevate the standard of pjety, as Christ had set
them the example.

It was so when the reformers of the 19th century com-
menced their eiforts. ~ Greater pyrjty," ~ more holiness
in the church," was their watchword.  But with the Spirits
it s, main|y1 "believe in us and hearken to our teaChingS,
and we will reform the world.”  Itis not, = repent and be
converted," but become Spiritual mediums and believers.
Like Catholics they seem tO care much more about iaith in

themselves than ahout~practical righteousness. They do
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indeed prate about morality, and so do all false tegchers,
but \where is the instance of a former opponent of re-

form haying become a genuine laborer in reformatory
movements through their influence? All gregt reform-
ers are able to p0|nt to the "|iving ep|st|es" of their

ministry’ as evidences of what they have accompnshed’
but with the gxception ©f the conversion of Robert Owen

and some other infidels to nominal Chyristianity, where are
the trophies of the Spirits' victories? They come with
flying banners and swelling trumpets, @nd proclaim their
mission. ~ By their fruits shall yo know them," says
Christ. These fruits are where ? Echo gnswers, where ?

On the gy of Pentecost three thousand souls were
converted, and such a change ook place in their mode of
living as the world had never before witnessed. How is it
with the Spirits, who are qoing to reform the world so

quickly with their more powerful instrumentality?  Indeed,
so far as our expenence IS Concerned’ it has made some
men dec|ded|y worse than they were before. It has dwin-

dled their souls into the dimensions of a Rapping circle,
and made them imagine that all the p|ety of the land was
comined to one little fanatical sect of three yggrs Of gge.

Yea more, it has drawn gay many noble-minded peor.
sons from |ahoring zealously " reformatory causes, and
almost hushed their voices in behalf of rational religion.
We know of 15y individuals to whom these remarks will
app|y When all the rum-sellers, now Spiritua| believers
shall have abandoned their trgde,-all the slaveholders
and pro_s|a\/ery men, shall have become practica| aboli-
tionists, —&ll the warriors, and makers of jmplements Of
war shall have enlisted under the banner of the prince

of peace," and all the gppressors of, and ~ grinders of
the peace ©Of the poor" shall have learned the |esson,

taught the young man by Christ, and all the selfish men
shall have become benevolent gnpes, then will we believe
that the Spmts are Of use to mgn: but as |ong as none,

or but very few of these changes have taken place among
the pelievers, we shall conclude with the apostles that
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their fajth, although great enough to remove mountains, is
but a © sounding Prass and a tinkling cymbal."
Qd. But this system teaches a defective morality in re-

gard to motives.  Buyt, have yoy not gcknowledged, says
one, that their morality was good? We have asserted that
as far as they treated of mora|s’ they said more good thing&
than bad ones, but morality alone is not religion, for
morality has reference to the outward actions, whereas
re”gion begins with the heart.

A man may be a very good man to all appearance, and
receive the plaudits of the world for his |ghors, in behalf

of the prisoner, for jnstance, and yet be actuated by the
most sordid mpotive, in which cgge, his heart is no better
than that of an Openly vicious man.

It is the motive that constitutes the virtue of the
action in God's gjght, and that motive must be something
else than to gypport one's self, or to obtain fame. Even
to enjoy one's self is not a |eg|t|mate motive of action,
and yet this lies at the foundation of the whole spiritual
movement. It griginated in a selfish desire to ., into
what God has Wisely hidden from us. It received its

Strength from a |Onging a_lfter b”ss’-a desire to be happy in
the gsociety ©f Spirits — N short, in a spiritual epieurism,
which often deceives the pergong Under its iniiuence.

They engage " the Rappings, not because they think it
is their dyty, not because they believe God commands
them, but that they may be happy--that their curiosity
may Pe gratified.

It |Ongs to converse with friends1 because it is p|easant

to do so. Itis so gratifying.
Now, at the risk of being considered an gscetie, we

afirm that the man who Ordinar”y acts from this princip|e,
although he goes to Spiritual circles pightly, is as much
slave to gelf as the drunkard. Yeg more, his devotion
to self-being under the garb of Spiritualism, is more
dangerous than sensuality;

The man who is not actuated in the great majority ©f

his actions py duty, is not a religious man, although his
outward life 5, be blameless.
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Now, if Spiritualism is intending t© supersede Chris-
tianity, it must teach a stricter doctrine than it does now
on this point_ It must, at least equa| Chnst'anr[y in this
respect. _ S

3d. Religion s opposed to ~ Spiritualism," because
the advocates of the |gtter, are not honest seekers after
truth through reason. Any system which tends to be-
little reason is oOf the deviL for reason is God's vice-
gerent in the goul, the medium through which he commu-
nicates his will to man, and the one who tramples that
under foot, IS man's greatest enemy.  Supposing we could
abolish  Atheism, by estabnshing Budhooism in its p|ace’
Would the world be a whit better for the change? Is
not an intelligent athiest a more hopeful subject, than

a besotted pagan, and yet’ the rappers reJO|Ce over the
conversion of men to a belief in immortality, for what

reason ? Because their intellects have been addressed by

the Spjrits, and new, and powerful arguments have been

presented to their ynderstandings? No, but because a
material effect convinces them of a spiritual cause! Vain

conversion.  Itis worthless. It depends Not upon reason,
and, therefore is worth nothing.

But its advocates do not wish to understand the cause
of these manifestations. They have made , their minds
that itis Spjrits, and they are "wiser in their own conceits,
than seven men WhO can give a reason."” They are like
an jgnorant Iishman who g5y "it is go," and if you
do not believe him, perhaps he will beat it into yoy physi-
cally. That s, they are as stubborn, and as jmpervious
tO reason. Of course, there are exceptions to this ru|e1
and gmong such is the liberal president of the Boston

Spiritua| Society, but the exceptions are NOt so numerous
as we Wish they were.

In illustration of our meaning, we would remark that,
but few of them have given Dr. Rogers' able exp|anations
of the rappings, = thorough perusal. We have heard
many affected sneers of this explanation from Spiritualists,
but hard|y ever have we seen a Sp|r|tual|st who had
thoroughly examined the work.  Therefore, we say, they,
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°r many of them, are not seekers after tryth, at reason's
fount.

Again’ what progress in intellectual |ife’ can men
make, who consider an abnormal and passive condition, the
most favorable cne for receiving truth ?

Look at the monstrous doctrine! Cease exercising
your intellect,-close your books,--think re |onger,
and yoy shall enter the kingdom of wisdom. This is

modern Spiritualism, and is it 5y wonder, that those who
prize human jntellect, should eschew the hateful doctrine.

4th. Religion rejects this creed, because of its material
basis. And what a material basis | Talk of Spiritualism,
as connected with this affair! ~ As well might Mohammed
in his most voluptuous moments tell of a heaven of pure
spirituality! It is the rankest ma-terialiszn from beginning
to end. Dr. Rush g5yg God was formed from matter,

and, of course is inferior, or not Superior to |t’ for 7 the
stream can rise no hjigher than its fountain." Mr.
Fin hey, very renowned Spiritual teacher, asserts that

" God acts as he is Compe”ed to by his Organizatiorh and
cannot act differently," and that ~ it is fanaticism to be-

lieve that God can influence ys, for he is an inlinite pejng

and we are finite." This, says one Of the great high

priests ©f Spiritualism. Says A- J- Davis,--" Matter is
the foundation of mind. Mind is the Spiritualization of

matter."  Of course God is the sublimation of matter.
This is the modern Spiritualisrn, we suppose that as the
Spirits say, is the "concentration of the wisdom of all
past ages.” Of A. J. Davis, Mr. Finney says, "He is as
far Superior to Jesus Christ-- as Christ was to those who
preceded him." The editor of the New Era says, "'l
grant this, if wisdom is gyperior to love.” That is in the
estimation of two of the leaders of Spiritualism, Davis
is wiser than Christ, and, ©f course, 1S pretty good au-
thority.

We do not mean to gssert, that this idea prevails among
Spiritualists, although, one ©Of their favorite pregchers
seme years ago, When the rappings were first heard,

Q
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taught the doctrine pub||c|y’ that © God was matter," and,
therefore, we suppose other persons, than Dr. Rush and
Mr. Davis may believe, that he is not superior to matter.
But it is certain that they all teach that the future life
is a material |ife, as we have already shown. The Spirits
have podies, that can be gseen, felt, that can eat and get

drunk, &c. And then, what glowing descriptions ©f
physica| beauty are given us of the other world I  In what
respect does heaven differ from earth according to this
theory ? _ _ . '

Now, true religion begins with the idea of mind pre-
dorninating over matter. The body is of but little conse-

quence in Comparison to the soul, which came from God,
it tells us. Its |anguage is, = God is a Spmt, and if thou

would be qualified for his society hereafter, eschew the
cultivation of material good, as an end, and purify and
cultivate thy inner nature.” It tells us that we cannot
enjoy material p|easures hereafter. It says " heaven is a
pure Mmental existence, and its only happiness- will be in
union of thy soul with God." But ”© Spiritualism" says,
not go but look forward to a time when thy body shall be
of the size thou desjrest, when if a lady, thou shalt wear
ﬂowing ring|ets_-if a man shall dress in Turkish trousers,
When app|es shall be given thee to eat, and fine iie|ds’

and splendid temples shall be gpen to thy view ; in short,
it revives the old Mohamrnedan idea of a sensual existence

beyond the grave, andis no better than that system.
Then it relies on Material demonstration to convert men,

whereas, true religion writes its Jaws, not © with jnk, on
tables of stgne, but on lleshly tables of the heart, with the
spirit of the Jjying God.”

Now, as great as is the diderence between the moving
of tables, and the gperations ©f the Holy Spirit ine the
heart of mgn, so great is that between modern and true
Spiritualism.

5th, Religion oschews the Rappings, because of their
very injurious effects. When we gme to the cause of

these phenomena’ this point will be C|ear|y shown. At
present, we will but allude to the multitude of pergons Who
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have been misled, and told to do things, that have injured
themselves and others. Numerous cages, Of this character,
appear in the papers, but only a tenth part of the real in-
Jurles ever find their way to the pub“c eye. Reason is
not On|y dethroned, but the mind is Weakened’ and the
will rendered irresolute.  I-low can a person accustom him-
self to ask the 'Spjrits about eyery item of his dajly life,
‘and retain an ordinary degree of intellectual life? Ask
the ignorant follower of Romanism, Who gges to the priest
to learn his dyty, But the most besotted Catholic never
Went so far as to ask his priest about every act, and to
consult him in the commonest affairs of life. Thatdegra_
dation of intellect was reserved for the greatest reformers
the World has ever geen, the recipients of the third dis-
pensation. 1t is said, that religion always produces insan-
ity. So far from this peing the case,l)r. Woodward found
it a very essential aid in restonng reason to his pauents
This is a gross libel on re“gion_ The preaching1 or the
practice ©f Christianity, has not the remotest tendency to
produce |nsan|ty Ifit had, it would not be divine. Sup_
posing we ask a victim of religious insanity What made

him insane, he says, " 1 was told I should 44 to hell unless
I repented.” — But," we ~ask, = you was not told ygoy
would go to hell, if you did repent, was you ? O nol
_says he. A?d were you Not commanded to repent by
'Christianity 7 "Yes," he replies. ~ You then refused
to yield to Christianity, did yoy nct?” ° Of course,”
says he.

But how is it with the Rappjngs ? Arc those who refuse
to yie|d to them the insane ones? No; but those who
_give themselves , to them, --who become believers.

Now, as great as is the difference between opposing 2
thing, and giving yourself up t© it, so great is the diH'er>
ence between insanity from Re”gion, and from the Sp|r|t_
ual Rappings,- and it cannot be denied. But the Rap-
pings are yet in their infancy_ Unless all good men unite
and endeavor to roll back these desolating waves of

rapping-mania, = many years have elapsed, we shall
witness effects most t'eE'ible.,
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6th. Re”gion is Opposed to the Rappmg creed, because
the latter ereets another authority than that of God . and

here we would gladly draw a veil over the foul picture
that presents itself’ but truth Compels us to proceed

Ist. As we have seen it refuses to recognize God as its
inspirer.

2d. It turns from him to human beings.

Sd. It re-opens the very Worst sore the World ever had
poIIuting its fair surface.

Ist. It refuses to recognize God: We have a|ready
en'arged upon this point, but we wish to offer one more

thought. What, in the eye of the Christian, constitutes
the chief attraction of heaven ? Is it pot that

" There we shall see his face,
ANd never never S,

There, from the rivers of his grace,
Drink endless p|ea5ures in? "

" And let our ransomed spirits go,
That we may grasp the God we seek il "

" The e in heart shall see God.” This is heaven ;
but from the Spirits what do we learn of this adorable
Being? Almost apsolutely nothing. S it not fajr, then,
to suppose that * God is not in all their thoyghts *

Qd. It turns from him to man. ~ My pe0p|e have com-
mitted two evils. They have forsaken me, the fountain of
living waters, and hewed out broken cisterns that can hold
no water."

Both of these evils have the Spirits upheld. They seek
to draw elf Inan's notice from the God within hjm, and turn
his attention to the muddy streams of their devising. There-
fore we gay this doctrine is infidelity. It leads men to
forget their Heavenly Father, and gpply to Benjamin

Franklin. It g5yg that Dr. Franklin, Thomas Paine, &c.,
are better able to instruct the ggu|, than is the true and

living God. It trusts these yep, because they are Spir-
its. It thus sets up an idol in the heart, in the p|ace
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of the God of heaven. No Christian can, therefore,
receive it.

3d. It re-opens the worst sore that has ever afflicted
the earth: And what is this 7 \What, but false religion?
And what greater curse has the world ever had preying
upon Iits vitals than false religion ? Examine the records
of antiquny, and what more fruitful source oOf crimes, too
hideous to mention, appears, than the heavenly messenger
of truth and love changed into a foul incarnation of relig-
ious hate ? Did not Christ find his most fearful enemies
among the advocates of a man-made rgligion, who raved
upon him, when he tayght the necessity ©f rejecting man's
intervention in the matter of religion? For this ojfence,
they crucihed the Son of God.

Next came the hydra-headed Peast of Polytheism.
Humanity shudders at the recital of the zgonies and tor-
tures of its unfortunate victims. God gply can contem-
plate the picture with forbearance. And yet its virulence
was owing only t© S man-authority being attacked.  The
people needed prigsts to atone for their gjpg, to save them
from the wrath of the go(s,

Paganism being Conquered’ Romanism soon assumed the
sway, and numbered its victims by tens of millions, Where-»
as, Paganism could boast of gply its millions. In what
consisted the sin of the Opponents_ of this new form of
"the man of sin?” In refusing to receive man as the
interpreter of God's Will.

Luther protested against the enormous man-made reiig-»
ion, and what was the result? Behold the lion uncaged
upon him 1 Then English Episcopaey usurped God's
place, and pointed the soul to a yariety of forms instituted
by man, instead of pointing him to God alone.

Lastly, came the modern decline of pjety in all Protes-
tant churches, with the substitution of creed for life.  Wit-=
ness its hatred of the more gpiritual part of its members..
Now, what have we ? Modern creedism ? Episcopacy?
Romanism ? Paganism? or Judaism, with its hoary locks
rising from the tomb it found beneath the smouldering
ruins of its gorgeous tehite ? Nos butwhat? We hese
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itate; for we love our friends’ and do not wish to injure
them . but the truth must be spoken, "’ though the heav-
-en's fall." We have a worse than allf Yes, Judaism,

with all its grrgy Of mitred priests, seeking t©© entrap the
Son of God, professed t© ewe itS grigin to the Almighty.
So did all the other systems of religion of which we have

spoken; for even Paganism recognized ere superior Being,
the father, and director of all the other gods, and of

men; but modern Spjritualism boldly casts olf all ;gcog-
nition of God's authority’ and points us t0 man as the only
hope of the world.

It is in vain for this assertion to be evaded by the Spil’-
itualists. It stands out prominently in almost all of their
writings, as we quoted at the commencement of this  work.
But lest we should be misunderstood, we beg leave to
repeat what we have elsewhere said.

It is not that Sp|r|tua||sm does not allude to the De|ty :
for this it gccasionally does, although not often as having
anythn’]g to do with the new movement; but our Charge
is’ that it Virtua”y p|aces men in the position that God oc-
cupies in all other systems of religion. Man is the founder

and perfecter ©f the new dispensation.

Sometimes, it |iSpS the name of God, but never asserts
that God is the originator and controller of the whole
movement.  Thijs, bear in mjnd, it could not (o, without

making him the Author of evil. |t, therefore, wisely al-

lows the Spirits to claim the honor of being its originators
and sustainers.

Again, if Sp|r|tua||sm admitted that God was at the
foundation of the mgyement, and the Spirits were his
agents, then it knows |t would be met with the remark-
" Romanism revived; for what greater S|m||ar|ty to that
system could there pe, than the one that required human
beings to ofiiciate as God's vicegerents on earth? If the
Spirits are sent of God, then, ©f course, all we have to (o,
is to gbey them. To teach implicit obedience to Dr. Rush
and Dr. Franklin, would savor too Strong|y of mental s|avery,

to suit such ™ progressives” as ourfriends; therefore, they
are obliged t© grasp the other horn of the dilemma, and
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boldly clainn divine power for the Spirits, whom they wor-
Sh|p instead of GOd, or even the V|rg|n Mary It thus
enstannps the name of Atheist ypon its  sin-begrimmed
Visage. )

Behold jt, ye sons Of men, and = come not thou into its
secret," for its touch is poIIution, its embrace is spiritual
death!

An atheistical religion! We have heard of ° a State
without a King, and of a Church Without a Bishop," — but
here we have the kingdom of heaven come on earth without
a God |

In the second part of this book, which is soon to be
published, we hope t© be able to demonstrate what the
cause Of the Rappings iS, as C|ear|y as we believe we have
in this part, that Spirits are not connected with the move»
ment. Our exp|anation is nove|, but we think will prove
more Satisfactory to all lovers of re”gion’ than any that has
yet been offered ; and we believe, of course, that it is the

true one, and must eyentually prevail.

THE END.
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on, THE CAUSE or THE so-CALLED

" SPIRITUAL RAPPINGS ~DEMONSTRATED.

This Work will explain the natural cause of the won-
derful phenomena attributed to Spirits, N 2 new, and it is

belleved, a perfectly COﬂVIﬂCIﬂg manner. All 'honest en-

of the author's theory, as it will be made so plain, that

" the Wayfaring man, though = fool, will not * need to ~ err
therein.” It will be presented to the reader, not in the
language ©f the schools,-although it will invite a glight |
knowledge of science on the part of the reader,--but it will

be couched in such terms as the public are familiar with.

It will pe, therefore, a popular, as well as a scientific expla-
nation ofthe phenomena.



