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I o C I

ON 392 of the conclucling

U of the Southern D\;I!"ut:.ri"

of a
occurs the folJlowinll

the

pas-
:-

"THE ESCRITOIRE.

absence, on the

upon it. He
address as that

a resilient

Mr.

of

instflntIy recc)gnllsed the hanldwritinl!'

the seal.



4 SPIRITUAL VAJlPIRISK.

u It was evideIltly written in
of It ran thus:-

U My DEAR FRIEND:

" I no for as I am in the of

preparat1llDs for aD - upon

which I set sail in a few minutes. I an eS(:ritloirl~.

was left in my a valued friend. He
was an man; and its contents will I doubt

value to the

"It was me, with the that it should not be

until months after his 'The six months were

up some weeks but I have too much otheMJIrise

ab~lorl)ed to of use of the of the

I now therefore transfer to you this in with the

that you will not open it for six months. If at the end

open, and with­

whanl'lJe W;~it.iV1bur excellent sense

~qllig1e: eti:~ivltllt~"er cOlrre!;pondlenc:e may arrive to

at the of

which you consider as my ex-

ecutor - open my as you

think best. this intrusion of respollsi-

bilities upon an the terms of I feel

me; but the that I know DO one else

and have no time for further will I am

sure me in the of a brother Southron.

" Yours

"FRANK v .....In,_.



D!l".rBODUCTION.

the
At

was

still
to him of the

had so un4~xJllect:edJly been

to him my tnl:steE~sblp,

On my next me~~ng

to be in the of the

its remarkable cOlltelltll,

left: in my

To he would

to as in his that I should without reserve

make what use of it my sense of dictate. I

was overruled into the mere arnil.ng:ement

and of. itll contents--for the revelations there made are

strang:ely h()rt'ifjring and unullUal. that I fear

the vellltUr,e, come

many reSlpectll

world will be
them PUll/iClty.

we

diSJ)OSE!d to my

Howe17er. as I believe them in every

n:""l"t;\:l, gerlUlrle li1fe-E'xp4~rienCe!s, I have to make
will of it. We shall as

proper intlroduction to which we have

seIE!ct6ld from beneath the seals of the it

been our fate to open, the paper,

separaltely above the folds of the MS. whIch

of Etherial Softdown.



8 SpmITUAL v AJ(pmUlH.

THE PHILOSOPHY OF MESMERIC IMPOSITION.

TO BE BEAD BY PHILOSOPHERS ONLY.-

THE existence of what may be called the nervous or Odic

fluid-the sympathetic element-has been partially known to all

ages. The knowledge of this powerful secret, in moving and

controlling mankind, has been professionally and almost exclu­

sively confined to the adepts of all sects, religions, and periods;

though it has occasionally, in various ways, leaked out of the

penetraIia, principally through its forms, accompanied with

little or no apprehension of their vital meaning. It is in
this way that a series of scientific phenomena, the discovery

of which probably originated with a remote priestcraft, and

had been made to subserve exclusive ends, has gradually been

fragmented among the people, and in many imperfect, ignorant,

and vitiated forms has now become the common property of

science.

When it is understood that this nervous fluid is nothing more

nor less than that force-whether electrical, magnetic, odic, or

otherwise named - which, lubricating the nervous system in
man, produces all vital phenomena - is, in a word, the vital

force - the active principle of life - it will not be difficult to

comprehend how important a know1e ge of its laws may be
rendered to even those relations of life not excl~

Mesmer promulgated, umier his own DaIHt
astounding discovery in 6cience, IOmelhiog
laws to which this nervous or Oclic sui&L

* The StoJ'1 begiu 1M a

Digitized by GoogIe



IKTRODU(''TJOIl. T

,..I,i,:h Ilw vill.1 and f11l'i,itlllll ,ellltim,. of mlln to tbc external

,,,,i"ll""'~ 11": in II welit measure Jnodilied, lind eYcn ,:mllroJlcd.

'n.,,, \\lIS no di8fmv«"1 of his, IJIlt hlld I/«:en tbe Jllllillly

..xdm;ivr. ~,:"rt. of tI,,: IInf:i«:nt I"i,!lttbood; em"loy(:,) IIlilf(! in

n", ,:,·"·.",,,,i...,, "f the DlIyjtilltc jll tbe 'J1,ihetian u'ml'l,!II "f

H"t1,U'1', ill tbtl ...:gYJ,tillfl 'nitilltion, IUld in O'f.',:i;," I'ytbillm.

n", tI,,· "lIrticlIIlIr ,ea8fm wilY bis "'JlJOlJnr.,!""m's ,:I,UII,.,1 IIlwb

1"",lilCill"'t ,!xcilf-"'NJl, in t7~4, lU' t(1 rull nil j'lI,is ull"l, I:V,:II

i"d",lilllC tt,P. r.lll1rt IIf 'he wary LOlJili X VI., IIJ"I "'ill r.llfI'ifllJe

'" rX"il,: 11m! "1ll/M"fI rnllJlkilld, ill, dlllt, IU' die ItY"'l'lltl""i,;

"''''lI''ir" Jlml fll'",II, IIl1pNilld",:r.d hy tJ,,~ rnIlJD"'I',i"" "f bil.l

falll""" II VIII," W"", ':lIl1ml "y a ",·w IIl1rne, 'bc 1"'01'1,: fi,i"',) hI

'I'r."V,JliM: tlwJD, IIltllflll/{b 'I",y 111,,1 hl'rll fllmilill,ill4-,1 with, 11,,,1

'-YI''' ",:Ii,,/{ IIlII,itlllllly 1I,,,I':r ,Iwi, iflfl'''·Jwr., wl.ile ,III,,,,,,JIII,.,1

I')' 1I"1:""!,""i,',, ,,1' II JII'",- IIIIM",1 dIlIflU:'«'" .,..,«! i""u,·f!ill'e

",1'1"'"'' IIf M,·"""·,',, r.XI""i"If'II'" 1J1J1l1l':",1 "',.". II,', in flld,
lillI" Iwrw willi' III! Wll" .I"illl{ l,imll4'lf; It,,: ,~ffi:,:," IIf! ",,,1,,,·
11/",,1 I."w I" 1".,.I,w,·, h""lIl1fo:1: l,,'(:id"n' hlld fll",i"I,,·.1 t,i", wi'h

1I,p' f""".IIIIII. IJllvilll{ lC"n'J tllrtlu~11 d,r."", wl,i,'I" tlllllll{l, "lIIl1t

I""I'!I(IIIC lind 1""1"''''«''''"'', latl:F f'X,,'~,i,·n,:f.' 1111/1 ItJlI/wn, "'lIl1y
jlll:I'IfIt't1 .11 ti,,: "1'11""1.'11" IIn,l IItt,,·, ,:m"liti,,,,. """:I'II/III'y til

f.ll,Mi,,1. fIIyrn'llllhy ttmllllCh Itm JI"'V'"'" 11,,;.1 will, II,,: vi.:1 j",,,

0( hit delusion, lie II",c('ed,~d 10 Ilt",lll'~': ,·xt,ihitillflll tl,,! IIII/Ilt

fJ)( Vf~r Il4IW, mU:f'Jll i" 1.1'~ 1.;.1"'11/11 IlIId

""" , barllllric cn·,.d, II"') till: "lItaIM" til

to be (flund in the Itt"i"k" .1FI1l he!·

Md.., Miller fllet'fI.iol/.tent, Milt·
I.....meeting•
....N.ture .tJlJI)'II II vlleuum,"

IOmething, at leut, Clr

Digitized by GoogIe



8 SPIRI'I'U.ilL VAJIPIRISM:.

m

one man over

seem
The

into the cloud

to a certain

manip,ulll,tioins which

which are properlly Odic

man a

can dismiss a of tllis­

ligll1tning;-ro,ds, or conveyers, the

more

can

more

amount of

the course

nerves- the

cblug1ed, or, in other man. As electliicity

act upon inert matter thr1oull,b its proper

elemeillts, so the Odic fluid can act upon org'aDi:sed matter

nOlrm~Llly thr;oug:h its proper the nerves of

This COIlilmtmi(lati<m of the which sympatllY be-

tween tlle two has been establisb,ed, can

rell;ula1ed and controlled

the thumbs of tlle

in contact witll certain nerves, or centres of nerves,

which tlle influence can be communicated. These

malnip1i11ations, tlle vital and orlle:inal m,eallinlr-> of which these

Mesmer have may be traced

the most ceremonies of and the

secret orders of in the world. From this of

how of hands" in ordlinaltion,

in the ceremony, &C.

AeLl"""""', tllat we wouM no more be un,dex'sto,od
as acc'usiIl,g a Christian J:'riestlloo,d, in modem

an iml~ro,per use, either inside or out of their prclfession,

of tlle manipula'tioxls mentioned than we would think of

as a of

the of this

The laws

to bear a somewhat

I



INTRODUCTION. 9

indlivil:luaJs in immediate contact with as :War.r~ -:(.d

SUI;Jel1l1u~tJ of the Odilr. ",f~ ~ 1'~

ob1taUIaI a medina 11.. ~,.,.

It has to the Heathen we

have a of the pS)rchiololglc:al

mellUlltlg of these which ha,-e descended thrlClUJl:h

the Hebrew Christian churches as aV(JlwedJv dh-,estE!d

aignifican,ce, and in their as, to a
certain ordained tests of Christian faith and obedience.

But it is no means to the exhibition of the

Odic that the processes of should

have been gone with in all cases-oor, ....","""••,

in the even - for some of the most 8P1;xmentJly U1leS]pl..

cable and of them all are about without

such intervention. "modem insl:ar:I.l:::es,

such as those the of Peter the

nenwll, when not vast armies of men were moved like

of locusts toward the OD the breeze of his

as within its and De'Ve1'

armies ot chilc'!ren 1't1Slled

in hordes to the to Cor the Land !

-and those the cm.sade ot Father l!athew

iDb~ml;lerlmce. in ow wileD all Ireland at hill

furors were ideri.tireal wi::h ~

..1.......<11" elllullller:alelcl, so far as the or moti'V'!: por,.""ll!lI'
went. So with the of the rise of' JIIabol:lllA!t,

and all such agitators.

vital power, and of COllJ'lle mreb:il,~~d

who these movemen:.t; and



SPIRrruA.L VA.JlPDLISM.

diate contact - the formal

the aCClldelltal

the circle each

.accessio:n. in much the same way that it after a few

of unshaken the finds himself

and thousands of human

15W'iI.]'C::U t1:lTOllgh this Odic force - this sympa­

Ct:llILAlU. resc)lute, and seU:·poised

fren-

many

sal sovelreign'ty,

strt~ng1th of the Odic

thetic movement

as if His moveless volition

from the b~~D1:linlg, the base axis of the vast sympa-

on around and upon the

within all

thrlou~:h a tbo,roll/.!h org:anilsation of ceremonial laws obser­

vances, the of which he was the vital centre assumes a

corpor'ate exi:steIllce, and can alone.

This is about the method in which an such 01l:anisatiolDs,

radliat:ing from the one man power or widen their

to an extreme until the force of the

into the lake is exhausted. So it is with all SYIlaplilthtltic

eXC.iteIIlent:s-1'rom the the Sbakinlg Quak.ers,

or the BalrkiIlI/.! Brotlber:s. to the vast of

in the chase of

the will of a NalPoltlon.

are some of the l'i~'~~"- pbellOD:lel1,a of there are

as extraordiJnar:f. if not as in what are

atDl0Sphtlric or epideIDic cOIllditions, which go to prove the 11ni-

ver,sali:ty of this law.

The Od

as wen as Od and Magne:tisIlIl.



11

the term

INTRODUCTION.

at no between the terms. Od expresses

torce dilleriIlg in many essential properties from the other

can alone t!llIoUIl:h its be with what

we know of the or Nervous It is the:refore

used as a syrlOD'ym of this mystelriOlUI agency,

a far and Sig1D.ifil~!U~e

Electrilcity or Melilmerism.

Mesmer

strippe:d old of its

revealiing soIIletll,mg of the rationale of

un1~eiling its processes to

have been enabled to appro­

with even more than the old

are the very same,

while at the same

eyes of modern ............,...

pral:tise them

chrilStelling of "sci(~ntilic e~[periment!'

a minute and circum-

.LUJfOp,e, which was

p.hi'v~lr'Y_ with that of Cotton Mather wltcn-bwulDig

New that the arts the

acCused In both these at all other such pEl-

in all other were each

; and those to us of mes-

The worst and the best that the agiltaticlD

has to

m(liwleidt:re of PSYlchollogical which was forlmeJrly,

plaulsibili1!;y, co'usidered altogether too danglerous

bas been sown broadcast the

this mesmeric the oracles

shades of dilliererlce, indicating some prol~essive del'elopmlent.

A
lit.Dd

apOUll,ders of which as ignorant the
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of more

the imJlrudlent

SUI)er.stitious. are so

agiitat,ed, as ever wriink.ledwhichcauses

was

tbrlCluPih the or vague traldltlOns

pro,plu~Sle'd herself into the ma:rtyI'dollD

and as a:re blundlemlg Plnti.",lv

which have a

forms

ration in whatever
the crelllul()Us,

ened trom their pro1prilety,

dallig'erous arts.

But It is a

to

of the fearful uses which have made

knowledl!'e of tbe of

to the that is more now than

disl~ises of the same evil in more forms; as now,
thflClug;h the mesmeric it has attained to some

of causes-has now of scientific ilhlm:ination

direction to its reckless and aIm. In

of its hurtful the vicious power of

fortune-teller or was as much more Clfl:UD1-

scribed than that of the semi-scientific charlatan of c1airvcClyanCle.

as the vision of the mole is Jess than that of the

at Jooks out into the Sllilshine

its maJlign:ant gaze.

The relative in which the Odic or syrnp~lthE!tic

may be found in the different incllvilduals of our race,

have prEiviolllsJy rE;m~Ll'kE;d in terms. In the sexes,



we molt. :.:5;';'<;'.:- -- ....:

:.:: ::.::iiiC:!IE

ence" wi:±. :;: :::;:: .~_-:::..

circle.:::::::..::!! r=",: .,~_

as it is PC:: ~--

-~-

comra...-.::.::.-o::. - ::.:::;::""'

or Odic ce:lt:":.:': _",';!:- 1:-••

Those me::. -:r.:.' ':"':'-:'-=-:::.

::.s!•••..~

.n .:::.::..:-..•..i.o.

5pilrltU:al 5<:;\::='=-= 'u

out the :=...:"

are surrounce':. -.:.~ iI,-'

and fr:- ::.:"" ..

the::'!

:-' :.

i!: fOUIle. '!!'::..2:::i!.:"::':

the samf: tim':.. :.:.::

when Wf: compr-eJeL' ~t.

BOle 0: COm.u.Uf,":':l: ..
2

If.
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in

destrol'ed. and the imDlediiate

paroxysms of

overcome.

CblirvoYflnce. who was not what

Thus the DOllUlllf

the spiritual,

is in a very way eXl~osed.

are called as well as

with us ; and the safest and to

such matters while the

chemical forces which make themselves and

and peace, the of the

conditions of the evil are those vicious che:mileal

morbid and which are

made known to us all other diseased conditions as well

as that of Remember that no such has

been known the whole rallge of Memneric eXl?erimlmt

as a or a U who

as with the and material

can understood how what are

and" should it affect mankind.

will when we observe common condi-

tions of and disease. Health is and disease i.
evil; and these are the two chemical forees

in the universe. Health is that normal condition the

which enables it to evil proper baJ:anc:e

of the and material elements. Disease is that

mal condition of the in which the of the spiritllll1

On!!'8D1IC functions has been de!ltfO'yed tb~i)uQrh

media and

In either case, the baJan<:e

consequence may

inmlDi~y. or in the


































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































