





















































MESMERISM. 19

1 sent them not." (Jer. Xiv. 14.) " Hearken not to your diviners, nor to
your Clreamers, nor to your enchanters, nor to your sorcercrs, fOr they
prophesy = lie unto you."  (xxvii. 9, 10.) "Thus saith the [ord, Let
not your diviners deceive you. 1 have not sent them." (xxix. 8, 9.)

" The diviners have seen a |ig, and have told fg|ge dreams . they com-
Fonr in VAIN."  (Zech. x- 2) " Her prophets have daubed with nntem-
pcired mortar, seeing vanity @nd divining lies unto them." (Ezek, >xii- 28.)

Thus the Scripture history ©f divination, &c., presents us With a

mingled mass of wonders and deceijt, often displayin% knowledge and
power which we are accustomed to ascribe gply to God. AnNi they

warn us Of the fearful consequences ©f resorting t© them for direction
in gny case. I/Vhatever the diviner may do, or know, however scien-
tific er philosophical, we are not permitted to consult him.  God wiill
be respected, and those who run after wjtches, or mediums, do it at their
peril. Our duty is to consult God, by the means he has ordained.

CHAPTER V.

Mnsmnmsiu.

XVE come now to contemplate more recent phenomena. Every age
has had its pretenders, miracles, prophets, witches, and devils . and the
friends of God and the Bible have found it necessary to rall in de-
fence of fundamental principles, against some new mode of assault.
Still the foundation standeth sure. The pretensions of Mohammed,
the ~ lying wonders " of Romanism, the baseless visions of Sweden-
borg, the witchcraft of Salem, the revelations of Jo Smith, and the infidel
ravings ©f Come-outers, all made an jmpression at first; but investiga-
tion has proved them to be " wanting," and they have lost their Ho\er to
invalidate the truth of divine revelation. Butinvention is not exhausted.

Frederic Anthony Mesmer, = German physician, and the pretended
discover of animal magnetism, otherwise called mesmerism, went to Paris
to practise his new discovery in 1778, and made quite ar impression ;
but at |ength the government appointed = committee of physicians and
others, among whom was our own Franklin, to examine the subject-
Theinvestigation was had, an able report of which socon after appeared,
completely showing the futility of the art, and the quackery of its
discoverer. Thus ended the iirst edition of mesmerism.

Since then, it has made its gppearance N different places, and at dif-
ferent tjmes, but has never attracted so much gttention as Of late.
Some dozen years since, we witnessed a specimen ot' it in Boston. The
subject appeared to be a green, NNtutored boy. By much staring in his
face, and various manipulations on the part of the operator, he was
brought into the mesmeric state, when he answered difficult questions,
to the astonishment of most present. He seemed dead as to his own
senses, and to know, feel, taste and see jUSt what his master did. He
could therefore tell the time of day by a watch held behind hjm, de-
scribe gpjects N his master's hand, &c., &. This was all yery strange,
and, t© many, @ new thing under the sun, though others understood that
it was gnly the revival of an old art.

But if one in o. mesmeric state gnjpys an interior or second sjght, so
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as to describe objects at hand which he does not gee, why may he not
describe others, at a distance'l Sure enough. Hence arose the idea of
pilgriinngcs, which the xnesmcrized performed with such as were put in
connnuuication with them, describing places and scenes they never saw,
and discoursing on subjects they never studied. And fyrther, if they can
sec some things near and djstant, why may they not see others? Hence
they were set to searching for rogues, 1ost articles, money, and finally,
after departed spirits. Their success in finding terrestrial objects was
not very flattering. It was soon ascertained that little reliance could
be placed upon their revelations; but in gpiritual things, and in search-
ing out internal diseases, they appeared to be more successful. At all
events, their errors were not so easily detected here as in more tangi-
ble cases. They could telljbrtunes too, and describe the state of things
in the moon, and other spheres, and predict distant events, without
much danger from investigation.

This suggested a new idea. Certain clerical gentlemen had already
left the altar to practise the "new science," and were |ecturing and per-
forming, from place to place, under the assumed title of doctor. They
had |0ng |ab0red" as preachers, to prove that all men will be saved ir-
respective of their character; that there is no devil, no hell, no day cf
judgmem' and therefore no truth in many of the fundamental principles
taught in Evangelical churches. But to gay the least, they had not
been ery successful. The Bible was too explicitly against them.
Their friends and gypporters were harassed with mjany doubts.  Hence
it occurred to them to despatch a clairvoyant on a tour of discovery in
reference to these great problems. |mmediate|y a MESMERIC shou"t ofjoy
was heard.  Said the doctor to his sybject, “'Vhat do g, see @ e}
heaven! sweet heaven! 1 am happy. PRAISE THe LORD ! © 7 Who
do you see there?” " I see Mr. G "and Mrs. \\/,, and Egq, R., and Dr.
J. several of whom were known on e"artfl as  enemies of all righteous-
ness." Do you see Colonel s.d O, yes, and he is happy."
" Very good. There, gentlemen, is not that demonstration of our doc-
trine ? " But now says the doctor to his sybject, " lwant yq to search,
and see if' yg can find such a place as hell.” Look sharp, and make
no mistake.” The patient commences the work, and canvasses all eter-
nity, above, beneath, around, but finds no such place. No. " All is
heaven. God is love."

Ve were in a certain place where this ggme was played with great
success. fVe honestly believed at the time, and have no reason to
doubt it how, that it did more to convince the people of the truth of Uni~
versalism than all the preaching they had heard in ten years. The Iarge
hall was crowded npight after pight, to hear the glad news of salvation

i from heaven itself. But the course soon and the lecturer
right ended,

went on his \ay ~ The business, however, was too good to flag, and
the public curiosity must be gratified. Directly Mr- B. appeared.
Now, it was known that he was a man of remarkable mesmeric power,
and pesides, had made some improvements en the gsystem. He could
get people to sleep without touching them, a[’\d even draw them out of
the congregation upon the platform; and it was known that he hgd
formerly been a Christian, and hence it was thought, if Mr. B's
subjects agree with the others, there can be no mistake; Universal-
ism must be true. The time having arrived, the hall was crowded again.
Mr. B. arose in his usual moderate \ygy, and proceeded t© explain the
subject, when several persons Walked p to the platform and took seats.
Here the jnquisition commenced. Soon the sleepers began t© sing, and
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C|ap their hands' and praise the Lord, very much as others had done;
and they explained themselves by saying that they saw heaven, &c., &c.
Universalists were delighted; Christians, if any were present, were
alarmed; and the heresy gained ground. )

This came to our ears the next morning ear|y. As it happened, we
had enjoyed = pleasant acquaintance With the ‘lecturer in former
years, and knew enough of his phi|050phy to be certain that it afforded
no justification of the heretical inference which had been drawn from
his “experiments. We determined, therefore, to give him a call, and
did so jmmediately. After explaining why we deemed it inexpedient
to attend his |ectures, we referred him to the facts above detailed,
and said that whatever mjght be his vievs of these theological ques-
tions, if we understood his system, there was just as much punishment
as reward in jt, but it actually aiforded no proof of either one or the
other. To this he readily assented, when we asked him, as a personal
favor, to explain that point in his next |ecture, and give an example.

The evening was fine, and a delighted audience was early in wait-
ing to catch the first whispers of the occasion. Operations cem-
menced, and proceeded about as on the preceding evening. The sub-
jects had_ become very happy, and the audiencg supp(_)sed that they were
actually in heaven, or at least were peholding its glories, when a change
came over the spirit of their dream by the announcement, that it was
a mistake; that clairvoyance, as it is called, was a humbug, and that
the sleepers were there in the hall, and had gply seen what hewilled
them to see. He further stated that he could reverse the gcene, and
make them see frightful objects; but he did not like to do so, because
he wished to make the occasion as agreeable as possible. Still, to de-
monstrate his philosophy, he would depart from his usual custom. Sud-
denly there was a simultaneous screech of distress gmong the sleepers.
But "What is the matter?"” inquired the operator; " what do oy
see?” " (Q, HELL! HELL! DEVILS! and lost spjrits.” The outburst
was of short duration, but like an earthquake‘ it shook all ground, and
clashed the beautiful hopes of unbelievers as a potter's vessel.

In this \ygy, Mr. B's improved views were made useful. FoIIowing
in the wake of Universalist |ecturers, he demolished the doctrinal cas-
tles they had constructed for the comfort of gjnners, and created for
them the pecessity ©f studying up something else to prop the tottering
faith of their dear peop|e_ The delusion, however, still exists to a
certain extent, and the dreamers fancy that they really do visit other
SpherES, and see the th|ngs whereof they afiirm.

That mesmerism 5y have relieved distress in certain gages, IS
highly probable. We presume it has even cured diseases of a nervous
character; and in this respect, it is worthy of the attention of the
medical faculty, perhaps. But, like certain drygs, it is a dangerous
power iN the hands of yillains, Who are as often found invoking its aid
as gny oOther class. If mesmerizers can do what they pretend, none cer-
tainly but the most religiously upright may be safely trusted. |t
by a single movement of the hand, and even by =2 single exercise
of the wyjll, without any motion whatever, they can dispossess =
portion ©f every community of all consciousness, we see no rea-
son why they may not commit any outrage upon them they please,
with utter impunity. One, for instance, knows his victim lIlas in his
possession five hundred dollars of his employer's money, Which he is
conveying to the bank. He meets [jjm, and wills him into a mesmeric
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state, and then wills him to deliver the money into his hands, and
return to his gm loyer with just such a story as he may think gppro-
priate. llowis the robbery to be detected? Nobody has touched him;
there has been 110 scuille, ne noise, nothing suspicious, 2nd yet the money
is lost. The poor subject kno\vs nothing about jt; and if he did, he
would gay nothing, for all his allinities are for his Operﬁtorl whom he
would not harm if he could.

How much of our lost mgney IS disposed of in this gy we cannot
say ; but knowing what we do of the power Of certain men over
others, we Will g5y the yoyng man or woman who dabbles in this thing
could not be trusted py ys, however honest. \Ve might name a most
active yOUth in this City, \vhose morals we consider unexceptionable,
but who is not trustvvorthy at gl|, because he has given himself up
to the control of other men, and is often thrown into a state of uncon-
sciousness. Merchants will do well to examine their clerks and other
employees on this point; and it mgy not be amiss for mothers to
look after their daughters’ who expose themselves to this dangerous
paralysis. And, lest we should be misunderstood as to the medical
influence of mesmerism, we are bound to say, that, in our gpinion,
Wbeﬂelig,has improved ene invalid, it has made two, both physically and

Says the“ author of an "Ezposé of Animal Magne[ismy" in what he
cal_ls the Con_/Passions ez = Practical Magnetizer," 1 cannot here re-
frain from warning young females, and even married |gdjes, not to trust
themselves alone with practical magnetizers, Who are comparative
strangers to them; for, did I feel at liberty to reveal some startling
facts with which I am conversant, the Community would be thoroughly
alvakened to the danger of permitting the exercise and employment of
this gagency," &c. (p. 11.) He speaks of a |ady he had offended and could
not gppease for a Whole yegr, whom he then made to gay, by magnetizing
her without her consent or knowledge, " lcan forgive you, but cannot jor-
give myseh‘y" &c. (p 11)) He also Speaks of winning the heart of his own
wife, at the 3ge Of seventeen, by iirst rnagnetizing her for (disease, at
the request of her father, whose rank placed her entirely out of his reach,
in the ordinary course Of things. He claims to have put @ young |ady
to sleep against her obstinate resistance, When he so willed her affec-
tions towards himself, that "she would not gpgre him a moment to
leave hel', but nestling by his gjde, seemed happy only there." (p. 15.)
INn another ¢a5e, he alienated the affections of a young lady from her
suitor, and directed them to gnother, at the request of the latter. He
details also the circumstances of an ingenious robbery at the Howard
Hotel, in New York, in 1842, in which a young Frenchman pyt a law-
yer t© sleep, and robbed him of his pocket book, containing $950 in cash,
and escaped South. Subsequenﬂy he was sent to the state prison in New
Orleans, for absconding with another man's wife, and taking money
from her husband py the aid of mesmerism. He certifies, also, to the
ruin of' a young lady by the seduction of a magnetizer, under whose
care she had placed herself; as = patient in a nervous complaint,"'who
" rather mourns over her misfortune in silence, than expose her own
shame."” L 47)

Whether all these statements are true, we cannot gay, not heing ac-
quainted with the guthor; but considering What mesmerism s, and the
use that has been made of it by curious and credulous people, it would
be strange if it had not been employed in perpetrating the blackest
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crimes, of which the human heart is Capab|e. With these mere hints,
we leave this ggpect Of the subject, assured that the prudent will see
the evil, and "hide themselves," before they become emang|ed in a net
from which they may Not escape.

CHAPTER VI.

CLAIRVOYANCE, PARTICULARLY AS DEVELoOPED IN THE EXPERIENCE
AND REVEALMENTS OF ANDREW JACKSON DAVIS.

THIS subject has engaged the attention of lecturers and authors for

several years, but is nowhere so fu||y developed as in the Writings of
Andrew Jackson Davis. He gtyles himself the : Poughkeepsie Seer and
CZairvo_yant," and distinguishes his writings by the imposing title of

Divine Revelations." To gjye the reader an gmple idea of his preten-
tious, not to say egotism, We had thought of presenting several extracts
from his different works; but on further reflection, we think one will
sutiice. Mr. Davis claims to have fallen into the mggnetic state in
1844, and to have been in that state a considerable part of the time
since. The extract we propose relates to this condition, and indicates
the remarkable powers therein enjoyed. Itruns thus:-

" Inthis state my previous developments are not only enlarged, but
all 4y mental faculties are set in PERFECT ACTION. I poggess the
power Of extending my Vision THROUGHOUT ALL SPACE --CAN SEE
THINGS PAST, PRESENT, AND To comE. | [IA'E.NOV ARRIVED AT
THE HIGHEST DEGREE OF KNOWLEDGE WHICH THE HUMAN MIND
1S cAPABLE OF pyACQUIRING - Jnyihe, state that I now am. | Am
MASTER OF THE GENERAL SCIENCES, CAN SPEAK ALIL. | ANGUAGES,
impart instructions ypon those DEEP AND HIDDEN THINGS IN NA-
TURE, Which the world has not been able to solve ;_can name the different
organs in the human system, point out their ofiices and |hnctions, as |
have often done; tell the nature, course, @and symptoms  ofdisease, and
prescribe the remedies that wviLL eFFECT A CURE." (Rev. p. 535.)

Others have made high claims; but we have seen nothing that cx-
ceeds this. One might naturally infer that the man is crazy; for if
we except Swedenborg, neo other dreamer outside of the Inadhouse
has ever claimed so Inuch. But Mr. Davis thinks he is in his right
mind, and others ggree With him in this particular. Professor Bush, a
recent convert to Swedenborgianism' thought se Ivell of his "revela-
tions,” that he did much to pring them before the pyplic in a favorable
light. His object was, ne doubt, to prop up the fancies of Swedenborg,
and help on = clumsy and laboring system. And he has had his rc-
ward, for Davis has given Swedenborg unusual credit for him. But he
has denounced some of his notions, particularly his "hezZls," in. a most
unqualilied manner, which has occasioned Mr. Bush considerable trouble.

Mr. Davis has had the favor also of other distinguished names. Mr.
Sunderland thinks him a good clairvoyant, and a teacher of mgny
sound princip|ES, though imperfect and erroneous in some Of his pre-
tended " revealments.” |ndeed, we believe he is regarded by the vota-
ries of clairvoyance and SPIRIT KNOCKINGS, so called, as a prince and
an angel of light. He is often quoted, therefore, as authority of the
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highest character. Hence, in examining his revelations, we may feel
assured that we nro treading on solid ground, if such ground is to be
found gy where in the utterances of Clairvoyants.

Let us come, then, to Mr. Davis's "revclations." How is he "im
pressed," and what does he say? The treo is known py its fruits.

1. In regard to Deity_ That he acknowledges the existence of u.
God, is undeniable; but his God is not the God of Noah, or of Moses,
or ofthe a gstles. * The patriarchal God," he says, "is = ynagnified
ana INGEla0SCS." * The"Goa of soshua e caprcious A rosnge.
fnl.” (Harmonia, vol- ii. , 259) Vriters on this gybject, the inspired
not excepted, he thinks, have done little more than to make a "phan_
tom ~ instead of a = God." So all our theology 'S wrong at the starting
point. ©ur God is only a " phantom," a "fabled" jiction, answering t©
the views of the writer who describes him.

What then is God il Mr. Davis replies, = He is an infinite cause.”
Very well; this is nothing new. Vhatelse? lleis " the Great Pos-
Zti'te” JIHNd." (p. 270.) But what is mind? “ Mind is matter in a high
state of refinement and organization." (p. 130.) It is righteous to be-
lieve that He possesses = cerebral grganization, partially analogous to
the human mental structure, and that his celestial and superlative
perfect qualities, essences, and principles How from the mjghty centre
of his own existence to the ynimaginable and immeasurable “circum-
ference of infinite gpace." (p. 290.) " ]IHnd and matter, or God and

his Body, are universal and eternal.” " God is the soul of the universe.”

He is every where, and forms a part of every thing, though not = as

pen(e_ﬁg in a hair as heart” "He is |ite, and [jfe is love."  So writes
vis.

2. In regard to Chrtst. He gays, " It cannot be disguised that Moses,
and Joshua, and Jesus, and Mahomet, and Swedenborg, @nd many
modern reformers, claim to be the special agents of the Divine Mind."
(p. 72_) This indicates his general view of the Saviour. In an?ther
place he associates him with Solon, Socrates, and Plato, and says, = He
was a reformer, because he was more free from educational influences
than were gpy Of the previous minds." "He was an amiable,
benevolent, and an unassuming man." Yet adds our Seer," He ac-
knowledged ne authority superior to his spdntaneous intuitions, and the
divine gyggestions of his own reason ; © and " the true reformer can have
no other," not even the Bible.

3. As to man, "he is God mgnwst in the flesh." =~ The good which
the agnalytical science of phrenology has done, and is doing, and will do
to mankind, is embraced in this highly important, yet scarcely admitted
truth, that mind is matter.” 130.) 1 esteem this as an invaluable
discovery; for it not QJ]J strﬁ es a deep and fatal blow_at the founda-
tion roots of pu|p|t tl ¥gg but it proves that the mind -IS Capab|e
of endless progression_ The finer matter pecomes, the more it expands;
the more it e)(pandsY the more it is enabled to do, Comuemp|ate’ and enjoy_"
(p. 13l.) VVho ever heard the like ? Matter contemplate_ - and
"enjoy ! But such the clairvoyant ~sees" ' to be the |egitimate
teachings ©f phrenology," and he rejoices in them. )

In speaking ot the theories of metaphysicians who he'we written on
the subject of mind, he says, | find none so closely allied to truth as
those of Charles Fourier." = He is not insensible, however, to the system
of * A.Bronson Alcott," nor to ~ the profound disclosures of Swedenborg."
This is enough to show the moral affinities ofthe man, and his reyela-
tions indicate in more ways than one, that he is with these writers on

some yery delicate pojnts,
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Man js, then, matter, soul and body. Immortal, because matter is
eternal. |'rogressive, because matter is capable of great refinement.
Nat a fiee agent, because subject to invincible laws in and around him),
whichTorbid his being dili"erent in gny yway from what he really is- He
may be unfortunate, therefore, but not wjcked; and should not be pun-
ished, but pitied. Hence all our pena| enactments are unphilosophical,
unjust, and heathenish, especially that 'which provides for hanging
murderers. And the way to reform men is to change their circumstances,
not their principles, or hearts. So that to look after matrimonial
alliances, and the physiological and social laws of our nature, is the yway
to rcform gociety. But should this be neglected, they will fare better
in the world to come, and be pyt upon & course of improvement, which
will continue ad jnfinitum, reaching’ in the course of gges the highest
sphere in the scale of celestial peing. So that future punishment is a
Bible jictiou after all.

Thus he comes out jyst where we expected, and probably just where
he intended, when he commenced dreaming. Necessity was laid
upon him.  Things were not as he thought they ought to be. The
Bible teaches depravity, guilt, punishment, and he cannot explain it
away. Punishment is allowed in the State, in schools, and families,
and it must be broken ;5 So he gges iNt0 a trance, and gpens his
magnetic battery upon @lmost every holy principle of the sacred canon;
and comes out with a bran new theory, if theory it can be called, except
so far as he had seen fit to borrow from i Bron-
T Aloott, and oters Swedenborg, Fourier,

How much matter it takes to distil a goyl, he docs not deign to state,
though he thinks there is stock enough in the innumerable worlds in
existence to last many years yet. Nor does he state at what stage of
refinement matter begins to think, ner what is to be done in the gnd, with
the coarser matter, that cannot .be manufactured into souls. It is pot,
however, to be destroyed--cannot be. These, and numerous other
questions, which natura”y occur to common minds, are left for future
development.

4. Of_#ee agency, "® remarks, ~ It is impossible to calculate the
evil consequences that have proceeded from this doctrine.” Among these,
he names griginal sin, the atonement, faith, and regeneration, as held p
Christians in generaL C|ergymen teach their Congregations‘ that each
one of them has power to decide whether he will "follow God or
Baal." This idea of free agency has also Originated our "gystem of
jurisprudence,” —is the foundation of * merit and demerit — prajse and
blame--rewards and pynishments." (p. 2I1.) It is the thread py
which the whole system ©f unphilosophical theology s suspended.”
(E 219.) "Man is compelled to act as he is acted ypon, and to manifest
character gccording to his constitutional capacity, and social situa-
tion."” (p. 225.) Hence, if he commit murder or theft,'it only shows that
the temptation is stronger than he. Therefore, "he should be treated,
not as a peing having the will and 'power to do what he desires, but
he should be horn, educated, situated, rewarded, and punished == = tree,
which is capable ©f yielding a» abundance of good fruit only when it is

Organized' and Corresponding|y conditioned in a good soil."

propery, | - o

hub’ he apologizes for criminals, and represents their punishment
as jnhuman, and unjust. How strange it is that neither Jesus nor
his apostles understood these novelties I And itis hardly less strange,
that * nature,” " reason," and " intuition,"”" Mr. Davis's three grand guides,
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should have always testified to the exact Opposite ol' what he teaches.
But they cannot err, for, one Of his visions "impressed " him that " man
is an incarnated (|[ll1/ Y/, and therefore not jntrinsically evil in himself;
and cannot love any thing intrinsically evil” (p. 163.) Hence, having
no intrinsic bias to evil, and only committing sin as he is constrained
by circumstances, the "hell” of the Bible is a " 1Qzble" as._are sin and
Satan; so that all must and will he saved.

5. In regard to religion in general, Mr. Davis is evidently = =~ Come-
ouler,” and an intidcl.” Hear him. " I attend no church but my mind;
I listen to no preacher but reason; Iread no book but lhzture." (p. 71.)
In referring to evangelical people and principles, he uniformly misrepre-
sents them.  His enmity to the word of God and the means Of grace
is indicated by multiplied slurs like the following: "The Reformer
knovs lie never can secure heaven, by praying or being prayed _IQW, nor
building churches, and hiring the gospel preached; ner by believing any

system ©Of religion, or trying to believe, but only through self-develop-
ment, and selttharmonization.” (p. 103_) He seems to have special dis-

like to prayer, and recommends it in no case whatever. _Though Jesus
prayed much, and yrged it upon his disciples, the " Seer” and revelator
of Poughkeepsie is opposed to it.  On page 275, he speaks of the sad
results of pelieving that "God can be moved to sympathy by prayers,
or to passion by the taking of his name in vain.” " It is ‘unreasonable
and ynrighteous to believe that God takes gpecial notice of those nu-
merous transgressions, by Which individuals only injure themselves.”
Nor is it good to believe that God exerts his omnipotent power to
bestow gpecial endowments in answer to the prayers Of the (so styled)
righteous.” (p. 350.)

He treats the Bible with as little respect as he does its friends.
" The idea of there having been a first human pajr" he gy “"sounds
to the ear of = geologist like the tale of an Egyptian priest." That js,
in plain English, the Bible account of our first parents is all a fable;
no such peings ever lived, In page 223, he calls it " an Oriental fgple "
in so many words.  He gpeaks also of the "fapled hell” (p, 254.) He
advises, in relation to reading, “If you are moved to read the word
of God, go forth to the highest mountain, to the humblest valley, to
the Jivingjbrest, to the simplest fiower.” (p. 339.) That g don't "read
tile Bible, but nature. I-le says of Bunyan‘s Pi|grim's Progressy that it
“is probably, next to the Bible, the most iniiuential representative of

Oriental syperstition and systematic mythology, ever published in Chris-
tendom." (P 386.) ©On the same page he “declares, that = The reason

Whyadew or evil gpjrit was first conceived ojl is explained in the
mythological tale of the Garden of Eden." (p 386) ~ NO man must
strive to be wise above what is written . this Is what I am jmpressed t©
pronounce as eminently false and pernicious." (p. 385) ! feel ini-
pressed it iS now a proper age to confess, that revelations of God in the
natural and spiritual universe, and in the goul, —-in our deep con-
sciousness, are the onLY revealments which can be made to perfectly
harmonize with the mighty declarations of Nature." (p. 386. "This
is nght to the point. My ewn experience first, and the Bible next
The Bible contradicts my consciousness, and | will not, therefore, be-
lieve it. 1 will make something to suiF my taste better. )

But enough of this. We might continue these quotations till scarcely
a gospel principle Would remain ynrejected. Indeed, we cannot ¢ to
mind a single principle ©f religion but what is discarded, while pro-
fanity, murder, theft, and every Other vice is excused, and principles in-



etainvornncx-:. 27

culcated, which, put in operation, would banish virtue from the world.
And all this from ; "seer," a " clairvo, ant" who can ~ see through all

space,” and has acquired the "hi %@Qr% o knowledge,” and is com-
missioned to make "divine revel ! ow false! How ridicu-
lous!  What can the man be thinking of? Does he gypect to over-
throw Christianity with a vision? This is evidently his object. The
difference between him and other jnfidels, is in their mode of attack.
He has chosen to follow Mohammed, who claimed that he went to
heaven, rather than Thomas Pgjne, and Voltaire, and

land. His lan,ua ¢ b h him. 1t ma, .be the I%n Qef” o
ature,” PEIVITEG] " reacon’ and camal ¥iniUion: bﬁ%g g

thing but language of " like that of | ser-

ent =" tg& SHALL Nor JLLllp, dH bysgﬁm&hﬁow that int|gheda ve
ga thereof your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods." Be Shen'
tific, be wise, be philosophers! The cloven foot stands out on every page.

If his writings do not -belie their guthor, Mr. Davis is unquestion-
ably = fatalist, =~ injiolel, 2 materialist, = Come-outer, = Universalist, and
whatsoever else gpposes religion, as taught in the Bible. And yet, with
this dreadful accumulation of errors about him, he claims to bc commis-
sioned from : and advertises his unhallowed and irreverent
utterances, asondhl revelations ~ to all mankind.

But this is no 0l than we had reason to expect. It is Only
another fulfiiment of Scripture_ Partisans in earthly enterprises
genera”y pred-ict the rising up of friends to their cause in the future;
but not so with Jesus and his gpostles. They always anticipated
opposition, and foreshadowcd it in terms of remarkable significance.
St. Paul spoke of a coming time, when men " will not endure sound
doctrine,” but following "their own |ysts," will "heap to themselves
teachers having itching ears, and turn gy from the truth unto faples."
(2 Tim. iii. 3, 4) There were some in his day, who "turned aside unto
vain jangling; desiring to be teachers, but understanding neither what
they said, nor whereof they affirmed.” 1 Tirn.i. g 7)) He found others
who = became Yall"l in their imaginations, and their foolish heart 55 dark-
ened. Professing themselves to be wise, they becamefggls, and changed
the glory ry' the iINncorrRuPTIBLE GoOd into an image made like unto cor-
ruptible man; Changed the truth of God into a Jig, and Worshipped the
creature more than the Creator." " Brethren, be ye followers of me,
and mark them which walk, so as ye have us for an ensamp|e_ For
many walk, of whom 1 have told yoy often, and now tell yq, even
weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross <y" Christ; whose end
is destruction, whose God is their belly, whose glory is their shame,
who mind earthly things."  (Phil. iii- 17-19.) Jude, speaking of cer-
tain characters, calls them “fijlthy drearners, Who despise dominion, and
speak evil of dignities, and of' those things which they know not;"
" clouds without water, carried about of winds; trees, whose fruit wither-
eth, twice dead and plucked up by the roots; raging waves of the sea,
\ Wandering stars, to whom is reserved

famingkaut. thpir.awya. shafme;,

How far these descriptions of character are app|icab|e to Mr. Davis
and his associates, the reader must judge_ But If he has not changed
the incorruptible God into an jmage like unto corruptible man, we mis-
take. God is "ntatter," that is, a creature, and "possesses = cerebral
organization." He is a part of every thing, and every thing s = part of
him.  "Matter is his phody" so we are told, and we are called ypon to
abandon the Bible as a grand " [ahle,' and adopt the new revelations,
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merely because the "Secr of 1'oughkeepsie" has thllen into the mag-
netic state. lle gives us no miracles, though he came very near it in
the chapter of his revelations relating to his early experience. It is
written there, that he mysteriously disappeared, leaving tilc house all
Gtstened on tho inside, and miraculously crossed the Hudson Rjver, and
made a niost A journey and yet all the while was invisible to
. recipitate ,
mortal gyes. ‘IMe'g oryis about equal to that off|ol1alnmed, who assumed
that he went from Mecca to Jerusalcm, and from thence to heaven and
hack again, in = single night. But subsequent revealments gyggested
to Mr. Dayis, the "unsupernaturalness of all human events." That jg 1
suppose, Ne saw that to allow any thing to be supernatural, would
be giving too much advantage t© the Christians, and would not be
quite philosophic enough for his new invention.  So he gges to work to

explain it away, as he does Scripture phenomena. And this is his
method: 1. The man who said the doors and windows were fastened

in the morning told a jib . 2. The Hudson River was_frozen over at tllo
time, so that any one could cross wllo p|eased; 3. He was gone from
|'0ugh|;cepsie_/ive hours |0nger than was at first stated . and, 4- His sup-
posed invisibility arese from his confounding the flight of his mind
with that of his body. So that there was nothing miraculous in the
whole gffgjr; and those who were converted to tlw revelations by it
must find themselves"in an unenviable position.

Nor docs this "seer bring us gny fulfilled prophecies to demonstrate
his authority; or any internal evidence, or good tendency‘ that indi-
cates that his revelations are divine. Jesus, the prophets and apostles,
all came working miracles, predicting events which occurred with singular
exactness in their time. The tendency of their teachings was sal-
utary; many repented, and were converted through their means, and
commenced lives of piety‘ prayer, and h0|y conversation. But Mr. Davis
brings us nothing. His prophecies relate to eternity, or at least to
events so distant, that we cannot test them; the internal evidence is
against him; and as to the fruit, it is unto death, and not 7\\, His
revelations neutralize the restraints of sin. They say to the sinner, he is
not gui|ty, do what he mgy; that GOd|OVES,_approves, and will save
him at last. He need not pray, beca.us_e God is not moved by prayer.
He need not read the Bjple, because it is a book offghles, 1T he takes
the name of God in yaijn, itis no ojence; neor if he breaks the Sabbath,
or does gny other wrong, because he can gnly "act as he is acted ypon."
Hence* nobody is made petter, but whoever believes the revelations
is made worse. He will pray less, keep the Sabbath |ess, be less
scrupulous, and less devout.

We cannot, therefore, receive these revelations. They are not from
above. Reason and intuition discard them. Matter cannot think, nor

leel, nor act, however refined.  Such a thjng was never known.

~ How strange that men can so far bereave themselves of reasonand
of consciousness, as to cherish this delusion for a single moment ! But
many do.  They forsake the old paths defined py inspired authority, to
follow the dubious teachings of this tribe of sleepers, whose auguries
indicate that they speak not the words which the Holy Ghost teachcth.
" 0, the times and manners! Christian reader, as you respect God,
and wish well to your race, go not after them.  They will lead ygy to
death. If they be correct, of which there is not the barest possibility,
you are safe in being a Christian. But if you leave religion, to tamper
with the dreamy revelations of knaves or fanatics, you Will probably
find, when it is foo |ate, that you sold yourself for nought.
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CHAPTER VII.

srraxrulu. KNOCKINGS, so cnnmsn.—‘mem EARLY Hxsronv, run-
NOMENA, AND INCREDIBILITY.

ANOTHER jmportant event, which has recently occurr_ed in the world
of wonders, is the gppearance ©f certain strange  knockings," er
" rappings." They originated With some girls in the neighborhood ©f
Newark, N. Y., a few years since, and were seized ypon by certain
mesmerizers, attributed to gpirits, translated into English, and reduced
to a system. They have since been expanded into "tippings,” "im-
pressings," “speakings,” ~ writings," &o- ; so that we are now favored, not
only with "knocking” mediums, but vith gpeaking and writing mediums.
The assumption is, that the spirits of the departed communicate to them,
and through them to others, upon 2ll the mysteries of which they dis-
course, sometimes by tipping the table at which they sit for regponses,
sometimes py rapping, © ticking it very lightly, sometimes py taking
possession of their right hands and causing them to write, and at other
times, by impressing their minds, and prompting them to speak. The
result js; we have numerous yolumes, C|aiming to be composed of com-
municati0n§ from the gpirit world, which we are called ypon to believe
as "divine revelations.

Though the "rappings" had an independent origin, and differ
somewhat in their operations, they have come to be intimately con-
nected with mesmerisrn.  The medium needs to be in a trance  state,
which many can now assume at pleasure, without foreign aid*
VVe may regard the " rappings,” therefore, as an gppendix to mesmer-
ism and clairvoyance, though it is very difficult to see wherefore they
were necessary. If clairvoyance opens @ll eternity, its heights and
depths, past and future, and gives perfect knowledge ©t' things present
and things to come, it would seem to be quite suificient. To intro-
duce wjtnesses, after such a discovery, is to progress backwards. But,
then, the "knockings" give us an additional mystery, and strengthen
the proof of the revelations. Clairvoyants only "see,” and commune
with Spii’itS, in an inaudible manner, and we have to take their word

for the result; but "mediums” bring forward the spirits, and have
them speak for themselves, by certain 5ng and other means, which
many find it difficult to explain. The consequence is, the public is in
a quandary as to what all these things mean, and the issue to which
they will come. Mesmerism alone was more than many could endure.
It shook their faith exceeding|y on several important points. The addi-
Eion of clairvoyance, rendered the diliiculty still greater; but the

rappings have capped the climax, and so confused some real Chris-
tians, and many speculative believers in the Bjple, that they know not
what to think.  To meet this state of things, and counteract the evils
that seem [ikely to grow out of jt, we propose t© investigate the subject
very briefly, and peg the reader's attention, while we “try the gpirits
whether they are of God ; because many false prophets are gone
out into the world." (1 John iv. 1_)

That there are certain peculiar noises and other phenomena indica-
tive of more or less intelligence, connected with this subject, we do not

deny. As Mr. Ballou gays, there are mysterious knockings, rappings,

* This however is getting to be less necessary. The mind intensely directed roward
another gpject Will answer.
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crcakiugs, tiekings, moving ©f sofas, lightstands, and chairs; and shak-
ing, tipping, sliding, and raising them from the fioor; opening and shut-
ting doors, thrunmiiug musical instruments, &c., &c. These things, how-
ever, are not new. They have occurred mgny times pefore, in different
countries, but were never construed exacﬂy as at the present. Now, we do
not deny that the spirits of the departed sustain a conscious existence, and
enjoy = degree ©f intelligence that is not practicable in the present state.
This has been the sentiment of tlle church, with slight exceptions, in all
ages, and we think it clearly revealed in the word of God. Much less do
we deny that the Creatoris capable, if he please, ©f mdcing spirits the
medium of communication with man. His  power is unlimited.
Vhether he has ever done 5o, is not so clear. Instances are upon rec-
ord which indicate something of the kind; but they are not numerous,

and Ought not to create the expectation that they will be repeated’ es-
pecially for trivial purposes. NoOrI can we gay, if he were to commission

departed spirits to become the teachers and guides of men in the
flesh, that he would not adopt the mode of communication employed by
the ~ knockers." But though we know " his \ays are not as our
ways," we must confess, it looks to us yeryimprobable. From the rep.
resentation he has given us of his character, and from his former modes
of addressing men, we certainly should not syspect him, or his gpirit
representatives, ©f cutting capers With tables, chairs, and other furniture,

much less playing With = fiddle, and rifling pocket books. — Such things
seem natural enough in witches and wijzards, who have characterized

themselves in all countries py feats of this pature; but to charge them
upon the Deity, or upon the spirits of the jyst made perfect, is to de-
grade the majesty of the Godhead.

But we will not press these points,  The limits we have gssigned to
this work require that we confine ourselves closely to a few radical nb-
jections. To state our true position plainly, we cannot believe the
: knockings," &e., are authorized by God, or made by good spirits, in
any sense whatever, and therefore that their moral lessons are not to be
relied on in the glightest degree.  For, it is undeniable,

1. That some of the "klzockers" do teach what is known to phefglse.
A prother, whose name I have not askedthe privilege of publishing, was'
present at a vB1y religious sitting, — that s, in appearance, ~ iN New

York, and was permitted bythe spirits t© propound = question concern-
ing his father. The spirit answered promptly, but without the shadow

of truth. The circle was mortified, and desired another sitting. To
this the prother assented; but the result of the second trial was as un-
fortunate as that of the fjrst; there was not one word of truth in the
answers (jven.

In another jnstance, 2 young man called on a medium to converse with
the spirit of his brother. The case proceeded well to the end. In
a few days he called to extend the conversation a |jttle, and concluded
by informing the company that his brother was still in the flesh, teach-
ing school in a peighboring town-

A similar case occurred near where we write, though the actress was
from another state. Vjshing to test the truthfulness ofthe rgppers,
she arrayed herself in mourning, and visited a distinguished wizard, as
2 young widow, to hold converse with her departed husband. Matters
being duly arranged, his spirit appeared by the raps in regular order, and
made developments ©f = very affecting character. We have nothing
to say in justification of such deception, even for a worthy object ; but
the results were significant. And the same thing has occurred in many
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Ot!"lel’ P|af3?5, and has been accounted for py the assum}EJtlo_n,_that there are
lying spirits among the departed as well as among the living.
Rev. Adiu Ballon, of Hopedale, a Universalist preacher of the Res-
torationist siamp, speaks ©f this subject in his recent Work, entitled
Spirit Manifestations,” like an honest man.* He gays “Implicit
reliance cannot be placed on the mere uncorroborated communications

of spirits, as absolutely veritable, for three important reasons, viz.- : I
There are multitudes of imperfect and low Spil’itS. 2. The transiti_on of
dreamers, somnambulists, clairvoyants, seers, &c., from the material to
the gpiritual sphere Of consciousness, and back again, is liable to such
a nzzbcture and confusion of dissimilar ideas, that more or less of plzan-
tusg, obseuration, and perversion must occasionally supervene. 3- The
generality of mankind are so jgnorant of spiritual realities, laws, and
conditions, so Wanting in discernment and candor, and so prone to er-

rors Of reason as well as imagination’ that jew are even to|erab|y well
qua"ﬁed to understand and make a proper use of spiritual communica-

tions. Hence the strange mixtures of truth and grror, reaIity and phan-
tasy, consistency and contradiction, gravity and |evity, sober probabil-
ity and wild exiravagance, rational thought and fallacious imagination,
presented in dreams, clairuoyant visions, spirit Irances, and the whole family
of mental and gpjritual phenomena.” (p. 8.

This is frank, and is' ynquestionably true. He that was filthy at
death s, no doubt, "filthy stll.” (Rev. xxii. |I.) Many spirits are
probably just as mean, and ow, and knavislz, as he represents them; and
it would be jyst like them to play the "dence” with the knockings of
the saints, ifthey could get a chance. Hence, if all parties herd together
in the spirit world, as it seems they do, so as to have equal access to the
knocking apparatus, we agree With the gentleman, that if the knockings

ome from the spirits, they will need pretty close scrutiny, before it will
e safe to trust them at all.

But gyppose we should succeed in making the proper distinction
mong the spirits, and detect the |ying ones ; there is another difficulty
ot less formidable. The mediums, it seems, are not always perfect’
ut, owing t© phantasy, &c., often miscarry, though entirely honest. This

looks \ery reasonable jndeed, and confirms us in our previous suspi-
Icions. Says Mr. Ballon, ~ 1 have known cases, 1. In which the pjas,
prejudice, predilection, or will of the medium evidently governed and char-
acterized the demonstration. Questions have beenwritten out and pre.
sented to the medijum, with a request that the answers should, if possi-
Ible, be given, thus and so, and they were given by raps accordingly. ! my-
'self gave questions in this way to a certain medium, and ound that
answers could be obtained in the affirmative or negative, or in flat con-
tradiction to previous answers, if the MEDIUM wWOULD BUT AGREE
ro witL J'r"~(pp. 52, 53. B

Hence it fg|lows, that if we will have truthful raps, ~Vve must be sure
.that we call yp truthful spirits, and get unbiased mediums. But here
is the_ diiiiculty. 1 we call for St. paul, Satan may come, @d rap to
suit his own taste, and thus deceive many. Or, if Paul should be per-
mitted py other gpjrits to speak for himself without interruption, the
medium may pervert his ytterances, and make him say quite another

Mr. Ballon is himself a medjum, and has had a yery large experience in the
business of mesmerism, clairvoyance, and the knockings. His book is one of the
very best of the kind before the public, and is designed, we apprehend, to establish
h-is philosophy of universal salvation. VVe shall make free use Of it.
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th|ng For instance, if Paul should Speak of the "ange|s which kept
not their first gstate, and are reserved in chains under darkness unto the

judgment of the great day,” (Jude 6,) and the medium should happen
to he a Rcstorutiouist, she might so control the raps as to make them
read, that ” the judgment is past," or that : they are reserved in a state
of discipline and progress, for the Jighest sphere.” So-tthat we are
fearfully exposed to deception both from tilc gpijrits and the mediums.
But this is not all.  Syppose that ve make sure of a good spirit, and
get the medium into so perfect a state of magnetic sleep, as to destroy
all personal prejudice and predilection, may we not then depend upon
the knockings? Mr. Ballon g4ys no, because, "in other cases there has
been an gverruling psychological iniiuenee exerted py some powerful
mind or Minds present With the medium.  In such cases, this powerful
influence, with or without the consciousness of the medium, has elicited
answers just such as had been wished or willed by the managing mind,
and these answers have alternately contradicted each other in the
plainest manner, during the same half hour s demonstrétions. IN one
instance, = slrong-willed man resolved to reverse certain disagreeable
predictions frequently repeated through tv© tipping mediums, who
often sat in conjunction. The result \y5s5, he could overrule one of
them, sitting alone, and get = response t© suit himself. But Poth of
them together overmatched his psychological powers." I have
found that some media were so imperfect, or had been so sophisticated
by thc management of overru”ng minds, that Scarcely any reliance could
be placed on what purported to come through their mediumship.
Others, especially tipping and hand-moved media, are frequently so
nervous, doubtfully balanced, and peculiarly affected, that one knows

not what to depend on." (pp. 53, 55_)
Ve shall have occasion to refer to this point again, when we come to

consider another agpect Of the gybject. It is introduced here simply
to indicate the |jghility of mediums to other induenccs than those of
disembodied spirits, and therefore the utter incredibility of their knock-
iugs. According to the concessions of Mr. Ballou, the ™~ knoelcings" are
as unreliable as the winds. Admitting they come from departed spirits,
(which, by the \ay, we do not believe,) they cannot be trusted for any
statement, not otherwise demonstrated. Such is the yncertainty about
them, their testimony is no better than that of a heathen oracle.

To give them the least yejght with reasonable men, it must be shown,
1. That they are produced by departed spirits; 2. That they are pio-
duced py good spirits, and not py those which are so low" and ” |ying"
that there is no truth in them. 3. That they are in a condition to
knov whereof they affirm. Human Spil’itS are not nfinite, and may be
very ignorant, and liable to deception. If recent gssumptions are well
founded, some of them are now In school learning the alphabet, gram-
mar, &e., to enable them to knock in good English. 4. We must be
assured that the medium is perfect- is not biased py his own notions,
or by bad spirits, and is not influenced by the powerful wills of spirits
still in the_flesh. And, 5. 1t must be shown that the knockings, _&c.,
are Correcﬂy translated.

But how can all these pojnts be settled? As to mortals, they cannot
see the gpjrits to determine their competency as Wwitnesses. The
mediums, even, are unable to distinguish the spirit of Voltaire from
that of St. Peter, or of the devil. They have to take the "Imocker”
upon trust, whoever he be. Where, then, is our security for the truth
of what is knocked? We have none. Nor have we gny proof, that the
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knockings are not the work of some powerfu| spirit in the flesh, toun-
teracting the good wishes and eiibrts of departed spirits, 2"d controlling
the knockings through the medium, by his own * management."

We ask, then, in the name of reason, What is such “testimony good
for? It would be ruled out of gny impartial court on earth, as utterly
unreliable. It would not be taken as of the least account in the most
triiling affairs of life. Is it prudent, then, o receive it in reference to
the momentous concerns Of eternity ¢ —to make it paramount to God's
word ¢ We admonish the reader to beware. This is not thefirst time
that men have undertaken to subvert the truth py pretended revela-
tions. | ogic, learning, dreams and yijsions, art and science, witchcraft
and legerdemain, have all been -taxed to overthrow the Christian
system; but it still remains.  And we apprehend it will abide when
the knockings shall have ceased forever. Reader, don't be too credu-
lous. Criticize the witnesses-compare their testimonies-look to
their gssociations, and see if there is not a. Conspiracy against God and
truth. And

" God speed the right."

CHAPTER VIII.

THE KNOCKINGS Nor Arrnxnurannn ‘ro DEPARTED srrmrs.

To the gbjection urged against the spirit "knoekings,” &c., in our
last chapter, we proceed to add others relating espeually to the revela-
tions attributed to them. Mr. Ballou divides these into three classes:
The first, embracing, such as he thinks come from departed spirits ; the
second, such as are greaﬂy affected by undeparted Spirits " and the

third, such as are ” of a heterogeneous, incongruous, ©r derogatory char-
acter."” (p‘ 12)) In the remarks which we are about to make, we shall

confine ourselves chijefly to first class revelations, because we wish to
meet the case fa|r|y The assumption is, that they come from departed
spirits, and are reliable as revelations in regard to the spirit world.
We object to receiving them as such,-

1. Because of their want of proper rwrence to the Father of spirits.
The Scriptures declare that the N spirit," at death, “returns to God,
who gave it." (ECCleS. xii. 7) Not to some distant Sphere or circle,
little above the range °f mortality. This is modern language-the
language of Restorationism ~** etérnal progression,” and perverted "in-
tuition.”  When Stephen was stoned, he cried, "Lord Jesus, receive my
spirit." St Paul thought it better to depart and "be with Christ,"
because, whilst we are at home in the body, we are absent _from the
Lord ; but when we are absent from the body, we are present with the
Lord." |f, then, the spirits of the departed are with God, he must be
the principal object of attraction to them. Hence, if they-should Pe
permitted to communicate with men, they would naturally speak of
Him. Besides, to know more of God, and of our relations to him,
would seem to be gmong the most useful gttainments; and of what
could spirits speak mere appropriately than of Him.

But what is the fact in relation to the assumed spirit revelations 2
Itis remarkably this God is hardly named. Indeed we do not learn

3
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that the Spirits have ever seen him, or flint he is an Object of any con-
siderable interest gmong them. They have seen the infidel ".Paine
in the sixth cjrcle, and other “"enemies of all righteousness " stretch-
ing away townrds infinity; they have reported their present notions,
und described their relative conditions. Butthe Alpha and Omega of
the gpirit world, they do not seem to find, ner do they report any thing
from him. Their thoughts run in another channel. By adverting to
Mr. Ballou's first class revelations, it will be seen- that the first men-
tioned relates to a man in Rochester haying received a communication
that his child was dead at LOCprI‘t. The second describes a conversa-
tion the gpjrit of a Mr. Villets had with his son, advising him to * come
to Rochester," where he would get work. In the third case, the spirit
rapped t M8LU'S 540 &c., and told hov mgny shells he held in his hand.
The fourth describes how the Spil’it requested a certain hymn to be
sung, and directed where to find it. In the fifth, the spirit states how
and when it departed, and how many children it |eft, &c. (pp_ 26-30.)
In the sjxth, it seized its daughter by thejbot, to convince her ofits real
presence. And so on to the end of the class. The name of God is
hardly mentioned from first to last. Ve conclude, therefore, that the
knockings are not the work of departed spirits, but of other gpjrits,
which think as little of God in their ywaking, as in their sleeping'
moments.

1. Ve gpject that the knockings are deficient in rfjrence to Clzrist.
They treat the Son with less respect, i possible, than they do the Father.
Of the latter they say little, but the former they characterize gp|
as a nice yoyung man, and an excellent "medium" This indicates the
school of theologians te which they belong, and shows that they have not
the S||ghtest Sympathy \iVith the Scripturesv which are filled with the
praise of the Saviour, as ~ the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, and
the Prince of Peace.” The knocks import what many of the leading
mediums and their associates have tgught for several years, but not
what is taught by "holy writ," or congenial to vital piety, The
knockers, therefore, show clearly that, whoever they are, they are not
" with Clzrist," and have no regard for him in the character he sustains
in the Scriptures. 1N other words, they show that they are infidels of
the darkest dye. They neither recognize his Godhead, nor his ofiice as
an sironing High Priest, ner any one principle ©f the grand scheme of
redemption and mediation developed by his life and death. They
steer just as clear of Christ in this respect as though they were
Hindoos. We conclude, therefore, that the knockers are not disembodied

s rjts.

Pm We opject, also, that they undervalue the gjice zfthe Holy Spirit.
As we have before shown, this is the divinely-appointed agency, by
‘vhich the world is reproved "of siu, of righteousness, and of judgment
vo come.”  To the good, it is a Comforter, it dwells " in them" "ills,"
enIightens,gulees, sanctlfies, and consoles them. I will send the Com-
forter,” said Christ, and "he shall testgf/ of me," and he shall * be with
you," &c. This is the grand ef‘fIC.Ient means py WhiCh men are moved,
rqiwmed, saved, and made happy in the Lord. It is to the gospel what
the sun is to the solar system, And yet, the knockers do not seem to
have seen mm at all.  They call up any spirit demanded but the Holy
Spirit. I reference to Him, they maintain a deadly silence.

Now, reader, is not this very singular? What should we think of
communications purporting t© ceme from France, that should ggy
nothing of Napoleon? Or from Washington, that should make no
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allusion to the President, or to Congress @ The prophets, writing of God
and heaven, of the means of grace, &c., have given the Holy Spirit large
consideration have defined his character, agency, 21d importance, in
the fullest manner. ANd so have the apostles, and all Christian
authors.  But in the new gystem, the Spirit of God seems to be gyper-
seded pythe "knockings,” and the " communion of the Holy Ghost :
has given place to communion with departed spirits. !t really brings
forward other comforters, who shall lead us into all truth. Mr. Ballou's
son writes back to his gjster, that the love of the spirits is "doing =2
VAST AMOUNT oOf good; rendering many 2 heart, otherwise desolate,
FULL or JOY AND PEACE; SOOTHXNG THE coucrx or sxcKNEss and
death, and, while it ushers into immortal blessedness the departed spirit,
speaks such words of hope and consolation to the mourner, as no earthly
heart could dictate." (p. 226.)

What a pijty that Gt pgy| had not knovn about this! He never
could have said the "fruit of the Spirit is |ove, joy, peace," &c. Nor
could Stephen have prayed, when dying, "Lord” Jesus, receive my
spirit," if he had understood the new system. And St. John, we think,
would not have sajd, "we know that he abideth in g, by the Spirit
which he hath given us,” and "the Spirit of glory and of God resteth
upon you." Hence we gee, th_at the inspired writer's did not recognize
the agency o_f departed spirits " the work of salvation.

But what is there so yery consolatory in the words of the spirits to
the mourner { Did not this boy hear his father teach the same things
before the spiritual knockings commenced? Mr. Ballon has been

preaching universal salvation for many years. He undoubtedly com-
forted great numbers of sinners with the assurance that there is no hell,

and no' punishment’ other than what is reformatory’ |0ng before he be-
came a medium. He mjght not have told them that the spirits of the
dead were pursuing them with words of forgiveneSS‘ restraining them
from still viler deeds," &c., this is the work of the Holy Spirit, not of
human gpjrits, -bbut he did tell them their departed friends were in a
hopeful and improving state, and that they would all get to heaven
finally. And was not this as consolatory as words could be? They
comforted Eve of g|d, and she was encouraged to trample divine revela-
tion in the dust.

IVV. We submit that the business of tgqnping and knocking tables, and
playing other pranks connected with these phenomena, is too grove”ing and
contemptible jbor departed spirits.  Said Christ to the penjtent thief, = To-
day shalt thou be with me in paradise." Not flying hither and thither
at the beck of some silly swoon, flirting about under beds and tgbles,
down cellar and in the garret, scratching @nd snapping furniture, and

/ooling over fiddle strings. T this be heavenly work, we have read the
Bible"to little 5 rpose, @and the devil has received more than his due.

And if this' he all that is meant by being " bejizre the throne of God,"
being "with Christ,” and crying with a "loud ygjce, Salvation to our
God, and unto the [ gmb," and serving God day and night in his tem-
ple," heaven is no great attainment after all. But itis not so. God
hath not written it. It is the work of an enemy. Seeing that they
could not annihilate the goy|, and send it to eternal sjlence, as infidels
have tried to (g, or translate it to heaven unconverted and unrenewed
bythe Holy Ghost, ungodly men have undertaken now to annihilate
heaven, or transform it into a kind of purgatorial Babel, to meet the
necessities of certain sinners they have failed to supply by their infidel
and jesuitical arguments. But it will not succeed. 'If the rich man
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could not persuade Abraham to let Lazarus come to his reljef, or go and
wnrn hig tivo brethren of their dreadful danger' mesmcrizers need not
think they are going t© call dovu spirits from heaven to nmuse them
with n miserablejngglcry, only bcfittitlgjbrtzme tellers ana’ wizards.  Tiro
spirits of the pious dead have better pysiness; and if spirit hunters
" believe not Moses and the prophets, neither would thcyxbe persuaded,
though one arose from the dead."

As it respects the spirits of the wicked dead, though they might covet
the mischievous business of haunting the Iiving, and scaring them with

strange and unearthly appearances, they are not permitted; = Otherwise,
the rich man, who was percmptorily refused the services of [ gzarus,
would have gone himself, and knocked, and tipped among his brethren,
till he had frightened them to repentance; and this mode of com-
munication between the living and the dead had been divulged, long
bctbrc the advent of the Newark girls, Mr. Spear, and company. VC
conclude, therefore, that the new revelations have no connection what-
ever with departed spirits.

V. Another gpjection is_)"hund in the character gfthe mediums and their
associates. Though God has seldom gpoken by earthly dignitaries, and
has generally " chosen the foglish things of the world to confound the
wise, and the weak things of the world to confound the things which
are mighty,” he has uniformly chosen persons Who were “rich in faith
and heirs of the kingdom." "If he chose Saul of Tarsus, = persecutor
of Christ, to be an apostle, he was not initiated until he became a new,

: praying, converted man. So of Peter, and of all the apostles.
pemmtpmunications were made to his friends, to those who sought him
in fastings and prayers, in the temple and about his altar. Buyt, in
the present ease, the order seems to be gssentially reversed.  Universal-
ists, Come-outers, infidels, Sabbath preakers, charmers, plzrenologists, quaclc
doctors, and others, who have never been distinguished for devotion to
God and his.truth as it is in Jesus, are particularl favored. They are
chief priests of the profession. Hence, when a eristian gets into the
rappingsy he instinctive|y feels that he is out of p|ace, that he be|ongs with
the enemies of the church; and he leaves his old associations, and
joins himself to his new friends, the Rappers_ . Just as Come-outers,
Universalists, &c., when they "repent ry" their sins,” and commence a

life of prayer, and h0|y |iving’ leave their old gssociates, and go over to
the church.

Now, it does seem to yg, if God-had been c};oing to make a communi-
cation to the world through human gpijrits, for its religious beneiit, he
would have selected different mediums. But this objection Will only
have weight with believers in the Scriptures as = revelation from God.
The Rappers, of course, If honest, would expect the spirits t© hate the
church and her ordinances as much as they do, and rap against her
Sabbaths, sanctuaries, Bibles, prayers, heaven, hell, and other pecy-
liarities, just as they are said to do. _

VI. We ghject to the new revelations still further, that they are =r-
reconcilable with the Bible. Christians agree that the Bible is from God,
and is the standard of religious truth and doctrine, se that what jg not
clearly taught therein, or may not be fajrly inferred therefrom, ' not
true. AnNd itis also agreed’ that its teachings are sufﬁcien[} accompamed
by the Holy Spirit, as they are, for all.the purposes of .Ilfe and sa_Iva-
tion. Itis claimed, therefore, that no impression, experience, doctrine,
or action, which is not gccording to this book, is from above. Hence,
said the apostle to the Galatians, ~ Though we, or an angel from
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heaven, preach any other gospel unto you, than that which we have
preached, let hirn be accursed.” (Gal. |- 8.) )

It, then, the revealments of the “/cnocicers — are, as is assumed, from
departed spirits, and are to be relied on as true, they must harmonize
with the inspired records. But they do not. Some of the most im-

portant truths they flatly deny; others they deny by implication from
doctrines, While many are passed over with entire silence. For

as H -

1 ?I’Bible teaches the future and eternal pynishment of those who
die in impenitence and unbelief. But the knockers genera"y say there
is no such punishment. They divide departed spirits into ranks, or
circles, and set them off y5on @ course of endless progression, with a
certainty, that they will graduate from circle to cjrcle, till they reach

the highest sphere. Avery pretty notion indeed, extremely comforting
to "murderers of fathers and murderers of mothers,” and other repels;

but it is utterly destitute of authority. The Bible gives no hint, not a
vowel point, upon Which to _bu_ild the castle. It originated in another
quarter, Mr. Ballon gays, it is according ®© the philosophy e has
taught for many years, and we believe it. ~its origin is earth)(y. The
spirits know it is not true. It is another gospel.

2. The Bible teaches that man is conceived in gjn; that he is “cor-
rupt," ~ sold under sin;" that he is depraved, "carnally minded," and
therefore, that he is weak, and poor, and miserable; and that Christ
was sent a "quickening spirit." But the "lcnoclcers”  have nothin”
to gy about all this. "The fall of man has no place in their CIEECI
" Man," says Jatﬂ:kson Davis, is "an incarnated divinity." They talk
about following " reason,” " nature,” and " pnlosop/ry," just =s if nothing
haq happened, and man were as clear sighted, and unbiased evil as
he is to good.

3. Nor do repentance towards God, and faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ, form a part of their creed. They are not even mentioned, though
the Scriptures urge them as indispensable to salvation. The prophets
preached that men ought to repent, lest iniquity should be "their ruin.”

(Ezek. xviii. 30.) John came preaching repentance. Jesus followed,
urging the same duty by the awful considerations of the love and dis-

pleasure of God. And his apostles did the ggme, as all successful
ministers have done since. But the reputed "Spil’itS" do not even
mention the thing. Repentance has no place among them. They come
knocking about the merest trifles, and that for the amusement of |nfidels,
and other enemies of the ¢ross, Vhose first duty is to repent and believe
the gospel; and yet they say not one word about it. How unlike to
heaven is this! The Saviour declares, = There is joy in the presence Of
the gngels of God over one sinner that repentet/lz" And he came NoOt to
call the righteous, Put sinners, to repentance. BUt the spirits seeni to
be quite unaffected with 5pny thing of this kind. The reason ynques-
tionably is, they are Poughkeepsie, Rochester, Hope Dale, and other local
spirits, and not heavenly.

4. The same is true Of pardon or forgiveness, and regeneration -great
Scripture doctrines.  “"Except a man be born again," said Christ, = he
cannot see the k|ngdom of God," that jg born from gpoye, ~ not of
blood, ner of the will of the flgsh, nor of the will of 154, but of God,"
(Gal. vi. 15 ;) se born as not to gjn, but to hate sin and turn from
it, and so forgiven that all his sins are "blotted out” These are
fundamental principles, the very essence Of divine revelation. The
way ©f gaining these grand achievements was the good news which
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Christ ryng in the ears of tho W(?rld. The guilty sinner needs pardon ;
the carnal mind, which is enmity against God, and cannot be SUbjECt
to his Inw of its own energy, N€eds regenerating.

But the ~ knoclirs  say nothing o~ the subject. According
to Mr. Ballou's book, they are all taken yp with the new develop-
ments " social rzybrm" ~and other things of little, importance.
His gpirit sen is represented as saying that, when they look on the
ditibrent kinds of wickedness around, they " are made to rejoice by
turning their gyes to this dale, [Hope l)ale,] and in the vision of [ziith
beholding the whole earth under such principles, and those even better,
changed into the Eden that once was." (p, 225) Itis interesting to
observe the sympathy spirits have for the views of their living friends.
Romanists have had many communications from them, and they

uniformly relate to masses, purgatory, pilgrimages, alms, Sac.  Bodcn,

in  his Demonology, mentions cases byVII-Sbiﬁ:ts have appeared to
indicate that certain dead were in purgatory, and wanted prayers and

alms for their deliverance. It is assumed that a catechumcn, dying
without baptism, was permitted to return to St. Martin to obtain that
rite. (Phantom IVorld, pp. 202, 203.) Sancho appeared to his master
several centuries g0, four months after his degth, and told him he was
going to expiate the harm he'did in the Ias_t war, and desired him to
aid him py his good works, and have his wife gjye the gjght sols she
oved him on his salary to the poor in his ngme, to help him- out of
trouble. Being interrogated, he reported Who was saved and who

damned; but King Alphonso had not been dead long enough for Sancho
to learn about his case. But another spirit said he was in purgatory

with them for a while; but the monks of Clygni extricated him, since
which they had not heard from him. (p. 286.) Some time before the
death of Pope Leo IX., which occurred in 1059, there was a great rush
of spirits, and the community was much alarmed. But one man of
rare resolution accosted them, to whom they replied, = Ve are gpirits,
which, not having yet expiated eur sins, we are going into holy places
in a spirit of repentance. We are now come from visiting the tomb
of St. Martin, and we are going straight to Notre Dame." (p. 288.)

If it were necessary, We could furnish volumes of such nponsense,
which goes just as far to prove the orthodoxy ©f Romanism, as the
present rappings go t© prove Universalism and infidelity. They are
all, howcver,we believe, a libel ypon the gpirit world, and upon

T t for the : to help out a wicked ,
@hfntst|zemhry,r£§cts“i’s he aia S0CPISION, " system

5. The [q perS are also silent in regard to the doctrines ot"the
resurrection and the genera| judgment_ The Bible reveals nothing more
clearly than that the dead shall live ggain; that they shall be jydged,
and gyery man receive " gccording te thathe hath done.”  And all this
shall take place at a definite time, called the day ofjudgment.

But our new gystem Makes no more allusion to these thjngs than
though they had never been thought of. And worse than this, it puts
all spirits ‘upon = process ©f progression, which is to continue aol
injinitum.  Of course, there can 'be no judgment, no adjudieationof
particu|ar cases, and no punishment_ So that the Bjble, on these
pointsv must be a grand lie-a mere scarecrow to frighten souls.

6. They are equally heretical in regard to religious duties.  Though the
Bible insists on the religious observance of the Sabbath, they do not.
Mr. Ballon, who seems to be the yery chief of saints gmong them, en-
joins prayer but twice, ! think, in all his hook, and then gnly mental
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prayer. Most others gy nothing about it. It should be ghserved,
however, that those who are gradually receding from the chyrches, and
following the rappings from religious considerations, often pray very
ardently when they come around the table for responses. They did so
in the cases referred to in New York, where the spirits rapped nothing
but falsehood. But this is soon found to be an yppecessary and
troublesome ceremony, too ~ churchish® and unphilosopftical for the new
dispensation, and is laid aside, except Where it is pecessary t© keep up
appearances. Many are too conscientious to be seduced gy from
all their old tendencies at once. A little prayer t© open, takes off the
curse yery much, and makes it quite saint-like to consult the spirits.

7- Indeed, they are wanting in almost eyerjz/ point of Christian theology.
The materialism of Mr. Davis we have before proved. Mr. Ballon
says, “lllatter and spirit are both eternaltz/ coexistent substances in_ the
universe." (p. 5.) Of course, God is not the Creator of the ynjyerse, for
what was created must ~have had a beginning’ beyond which it did not
exist. "Each," he says, "exists more grogs or more refined, the finer
pervading the coarser through all degrees. But th?Se terms seem to
belong to matter.. It does not sound well to say coarse soiil, and
"fine" soul. W'hat does the writer mean? Does he not hold that the
soul is ."rgi'ned matter"? If he does not mgny Of his coadjutors do.
A Mr. C. H. White, who is both a r:nedium and an author, says "he
agrees somewhat with A. J. Davis about the earth, and he denies
that the time ever was when gply two human beings existed, and
says that "the yegetable and animal kingdoms, not excepting man,
were made and expanded by natural process of refinement.”  (mst. of
Spir. Knoclcings, &c., p. 34.) That is, they grew. This writer con-
cedes that he is a Universalist,-says the 'spirits designate A- J.
Davis's, Hammond's, and Ambler's books, as the best to be read at
the meetings ©f the circle. (p. 36.) He thinks a glorious day has
dawned. But "ministers of the gospe| are the last to assent to new
truths."  He js, however, comforted in the belief that though " priest-
crajt clings tenaciously, with iron nerves and muscles, to retain her
followers in the chains of tyranny and bigotry," the hour draws nigh
when her foundations will crumble headlong, and she become a second
Tower of Babel.” (p 17) Vhether this prophecy should prove true
or not, the gentleman may be assured that he is not the first sufferer
from ministerial tardiness to believe new notions. St. Paul gayve the
masters Of a certain medium great trouble in his day, insomuch that
they had him arrested and imprisoned_ (ACtS XVi. 16_24) He also
disturbed Demetrius, 2 silversmith, to such an extent that the whole
city "was filled with confusion.” (Acts xix.) And we cannot deny
that it would be just like ministers, if they should_ bring a cloud over
the prospects ©f the Rappers. They certainly Will do so, if they are
actuated by the gpjrit of the preacher at Ephesus.

VII. We ghject to the assumptions ©f the Rappers, that they are often
presumptuous, childish, and contradictory.

Presumptuous, in that they attribute to gpjrits a sort of omnisciencf
and gmnipresence Which pelongs only to God. Said the witch of" Endor
to Saul, = ¥Vhorn shall 1 bring up? And the medium inquires, I/Vhat
spirit shall I call for 07 just as though the spirits of all the dead were
present, and ready to communicate, while there may be a thousand
other mediums in different parts of the world calling for the same
spirit.  1tis further presymed that the gpijrjt introduced is capable of
giving correct information on all conceivable sybjects, from the most
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trivial to the most jmportant, and that vithout a special commission
from God. They are childish and Contradictory‘ in Fhat-they attrit_)ute a
degree ©f incapacity t© spirits,.~that has no foundation in revelation or
well-established facts. For jnstance, they account for tho bad spelling
ot' some Of the Spirits’ that thcy»had never learned Eng'ish One
author, Speaking of the Splrlt of a child, who made baduwork in this
respect, obtained intbrmation that it had been p|aced under the tuition

of a relative spirit, and was making fine improvement, and vould be
able to knock better soon. INn one jnstance, a Rapper commenced a

sentence and gtopped short.  Another gpjrit, coming up, explained by
saying, that he was called away on " gpecial business.”™ A |ady visited a
medium, during the convention at the Masonic Temp|e’ with important
inquiries, but could get no responses Whatever, because, as she was in-
forined, the spirits had all gone to the convention. Yet with all this
ignorance, press of business, and liability of being abroad, the spirits ean
generally be rallied to suit cystomers, and we are required to believe
that they teach the high mysteries ©f eternity in truth and right-
eousness.

They are contradictory in other respects. We are gcquainted With a
preacher, who, happening into a neighbor's house, was informed that
tile medium daughter had a communication for him from his departed
wife. He heard it with considerable jnterest, and questioned her on
several points of doctrine, and was assured that he was iu error. Sub-
sequently he was in another house,where there was an excellent medium,
who, to her credit, only operated for family purposes. The wife, being
called ypop the stand again, assured him he was preaching the truth,
and urged him to continue in the work. Such contradictions are con-
stantly occurring. Mr. Ballon details several of them, and adds, "In
fine, specimens Of almost every thing incoherent, contradictory, deceitful,
and absurd have come from what orted to be gpjrits," and gsays, it

- ) < P!
is ” extremely olificult to answer S5t|5|gCt0r|y how these things are to

be accounted for. (p. 60.) How, then, we ask, can a sane man receive

the testimony of the Rappers on any point, not demonstrated by other
evidence 2

VL. Finally, we reject the whole concern-operators, mediums, clair=
voyants, Icnoclcings, @nd other mysteries, be they more or less == moans of
information from the spirit world, on the ground, that its results are
moraIIy and religiously evil, and that Cominuaiiy_ God's revelations have
always been characterized by = high moral tendency. Appealing to
our intelligence, our sense of right @nd wrong, our seMlove, our hopes
and fears, they have impressed us with those sentiments which prompt
men to obey God and do good to their fellow-men. They have proved
themselves "profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for in-
struction in righteousness.” (2 Tim. iii. 16) And, if,they have not
made gyery man Who has come Within their influence what he gught
to pe, it is because some have turned away from the holy command-
ment, and would not submit to the divine counsel.

But how is it with the pretended revelations of rnesrnerism, and the
knockings? We have no hesitancy in saying, that it is exactly the

reverse. ~AS a general thing, they are brought forward by irrelzyious
men, Who have not failed to 5p Christianity on all favorable occasions .

and they have been its chief priests to the present time. If they are
not infidels gutright, they are 'in @:ct. They reject the fundamental
doctrines of the gospel, particularly those which disturb the conscience,
awaken the fegrs, and bring sinners to Christ. They have been the
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enemies of the church for years,~and have tried more yays than one
to destroy her influence. Several of the men who figured largely in
the ranks of the Come-outers a few years since, arg now prominent
among the Rappers, and are rapping away at the church jyst as |ystily
as they did under their former name. The president of the rapping
convention held in the Masonic Temple Will excuse me if I sy, that,
when best gcquainted with hjm, he was a distinguished Come-outer of
the Garrison and Bronson Alcott school. His history will show, that
this is not the first convention in which he has taken 'a prominent part.
And where is the evidence, that he loves the Lord or the church any
better nov than then? Ve are not aware that he professes to have
changed at all in this regpect.

But " some ministers and other good people are interested in the
rappings.” True, curiosity '€d many to look into it a little at jirst, and
some, being exceedingly credulous, were carried farther than they in-
tended to go. Where they have embraced the Rappers as divine
teachers, they have generally left the church, and gone to their own
company. And this is as it should be. When men adopt new revela-
tions, contradicting the Holy Scriptures, and making it religious for
Christians to aiiiliate with the enemies of the ((oss, as hale brothers
well met, we think it time for them to secede. Some did the same
thing under the |eadership of Mr. Garrison, ten years ago, and took
leading parts in the anti-church and anti-Sabbath conventions. And
they were caressed as "Progressionists,” "Universal Re/brmers," &c.;
and they did more for Come-outism, than those who had never been in
the church at all. And some ministers have run after the "Rappers )
honestly, perhaps, at lirstbut they have been corrupted. There are

more, however, who have gone far enough to produce the phenomena,
and then left it because of its evil tendencies. Like the witchcraft of

old, it almost invariably leads its votaries gyay after other gods. It is
therefore to be rejected as an gnemy to re“gion and to man.

CHAPTER IX.

‘mn PHENOMENA CONNECTED WITH THE "KNoOcCKINGs"--How

Drsrosnn oOr.

" WHAT then," say the advocates of the new revelations, "are you
going to do with the _facts'?" "How will you exp|ain themil” To
this we reply,

I. Suppose Wwe should conclude to pyt them with thousands of
others, which are older and more common, and yet remain unexplained 2
If the inquirer will look ground, or even within himself, he will be
forced to concede mgany facts, of which he can gjyg no rational ex-
planation. He may, perhaps, discover that the earth rests yponp an ele-
phant, but what supports the elephant will not be so easily determined.
Should we insist that he give the explanation, or believe that the ele-
phant stands ypon the shoulders of the Hindoo god Vishnu, he would
thinkthat we had pressed him unreasonably, and would claim the
righ.t‘ of_ choo_sing some other alternative. Yet this is the .precise
position in which he places us- We must exp|ain the facts, he says, ©F
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believe they are caused py departed spirits. Thatis, we must explain
the facts, or admit his inferences from them.

1. Suppose we should choose to attribute tho phenomena to the
drril, rather than to departed spirits? 1lis existence is substantiated
beyond reasonable doubt. Ve have as clear proof of it as can be pro~
duced of the existence of God, or of human spirits.  As to ntellziflence,
he is g >resentcd as standing very high. Hence his power to deceive.
His bl Ity to produce the knockings, tippings, &c., is undeniable, since
we are divinely assured that he has great power. It was he that
tempted and atllicted Job, that destroyed his children and property;
that bound n daughter of Abraham "e]:ghteenyears;" and that possessed
and tormented many iN the days of Christ. ~ The knockings would be
easy enough for him, unquestionably. And the tipping of a table with
several men sitting upon it would not be a circumstance to what he
has done mgny times. ANnd we see nothing in the phenomena, eor their
special abetters and supporters, inconsistent with the idea that he is at
the bottom of the whole thing. And certainly, there is no good resulting
from it to invalidate this view of the subject. IT there bc now and
then a ray of |ight, or even if therebe seme important truths conceded,
and some benevolent results reached, of which,~howcvcr, we see no
evidence,-it is only in accordance with his old habits. His gpjects are
sometimes secured more readily by transforming himself into an "angel
of Jight," and py admitting seme truths, and ysing some Scripture,
as he did in tempting the Saviour. History shows, that rank infidel-
ity does not take well in this religious world. It must be sweetened
with some truth, and have some show of goodness, or it cannot suc-
ceed. AnNd then these phenomena Iookjust like works of the devil, as
detailed in Scripture. So that the presumption that he may be the
real "rapper,” after g||, would not be so wild as some may imagine.
And the knockers seem to be aware Of jt  and, therefore, to get rid of
the dithculty, deny the existence of such a being as the devil in the
very outset.

For ourselves, if we must believe the rappings are produced by
unembodied spirits at gl|, we shall be compelled to take this view of
the subject: 1 Because the devil possesses the powers and faculties just
named. 2. Because of a very Striking Correspondence between these
things and his former proceedings, == stated in Holy Scripture. 3- Be-
cause of the religious views and gajinities of the” rapping fraternity.
4. Because the tree is to bc known by its fruit. And, tinally, because
itis not known that departed spirits possess the powers necessary t©
such results. 1. It remains to be seen that they have gy communica-
tion with the [iving, except by special commission, and for a gpecial
purpose; whereas the devil has been in frequent communication with
them ever since the fall. 2. Suppose they were permitted, the question'

is, whether they possess the powers ©f ubiquity 2nd intelligence attributed
to them. "Te know the devil can do these things, because God has

revealed it. But where is the evidence that departed spirits can do
them? ggpecially that they can lift tables loaded with men smash p
chairs and crockery, and perform other feats of power? or that they
can look into the future, and disclose the hidden things of eternity, at
the bidding ofa- frivolous circle of unbelievers in everlasting truth?
NoO one of these points is yet revealed, nor can it be proved, while eyery
one of them is provab|e of the devil, from divine revelation, and his
own doings.

I1. But suppose we should believe that the knoekings are produced
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by the mediums't/zemselves, though we cannot explain the manner in
which they are effected. Would this be inconsistent, o unphiloso-
phica|’ or irre“gious? 1 believe it is the immaterial Sp-l_l'it in me Fhiit
moves my fingers and pen, but I have not the slightest idea how it is
done. W'e believe the food we eat is transformed into plood, flesh,
bones, hair, nails, &e., and thus sustains the different parts of the human
system ; but no mortal can fu||y explain the process. Nor has it ever
been seen how Spirit can move matter at all. Mr. Anderson, the great
American wizard, keeps his patrons entranced with his jugglery, and

they are compelled to say that it is wonderful, though they are unable
to explain how he does it. Should h<9assume to do it phy the power

of Gabriel, and demand us to believe, or explain, the teachers of the new
revelations would be obliged, on their own grounds, to believe. Had
the magicians ©f Egypt placed Moses in this condition, he must have
become an jdolater, because he was probably unable to explain the
power of their enchantments. We ghject t© being limited to these
alternatives. There are others which we prefer.

In relation to the ran5 being produced by the mediums and their asso-
ciates, we remark, 1. That we see less difficulty than attends the be-
lief that they are produced by departed spirits. But it will be asked,
How can Spirits in the fiesh move tables, Without touching them 2
Here is-the ~ pinch," and we do not ggy that we have the means of
giving a Satisfactory answer. But if the inquirers will tell us how
departed spirits can move tables, and Produce the other phenomena
attributed to them, we will try. Or, i they will prove that departed
spirits can do these things, or HAVE done them, though they do not
explain how, we will gngage to show how spirits in the flesh can do
them. But this is impossible. Hence, we see the grossness Of their
assumptions, and the unreasonableness of their demands. They assume
that departed spirits have the power to produce these phenomena, Which
we deny; then, that they do produce them, though they cannot tell
how, and demand of us to explain how spirits in the flesh” can produce
them, or concede what they assume. The only reason they can give for
attributing the raps to departed spirits is, that the rappers say they are
spirits.  Yet they concede that the spirits are often of a low class, and
do |je; that they pretend to be what they are not, as one is reported to
have said in explanation te her jnquiring husband, "My name is
often used where I am not.” Now, if they lie about one thing, they
may lie about gnother; and hence, as no man has seen them, or can
see them, to distinguish which is good and which pad, which truthful
and which treacherous, were we to admit that departed Spirits make
the (gps, their testimony would not be worth one fig. It would not be
taken in court, ner would any sane map venture a sjxpence upon its
authority. BuUt they are not gagreed i this particular. Some claim to
be the Spirits of beasts. So thatfthe pretence of Rappers' that they are
spirits, is no evidence at all.

2. We consider the pgint conceded by some of the principal movers
in the rappings. Mr. Sunderland, whose name stands high in this con-
nection, though heterodox in his religious views, probably, as any
of the rapping, fraternity, discards the idea. Mr. Ballou, who
claims that the rappings are generally produced by departed spirits,
and places great account ypon their revelations, admits that they may
be caused, or greatly affected, by undeparted spirits, that is, "spirits in
the Hesh, who, by their Wijll, or Sych0|0gica| power, control the agency
which gieesfirth sounds, motions," (p. 52)  Hence," he says, the
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communications, even of a decent and wpall-memiing departed spirit might
come out iN a yery au°liu~ard translation, something quite unlike what was
fntendf-il." (p. 61.) \'e have quoted from this author before to the
same efl'cct, and might add several pages more, recognizing the
power Of mediums to control the raps. If, then, the mediums control the

raps, Why not produce them ¥ IT they 10 them in some gascs,why
not in all? It seems to us that if we p Gscovered a pyscho|ogica|
porer in mortals, iN some cases, to Make the raps, @nd in others to con-
trol thcm, it is more reasonable to believe that they are made in all
cases py the some power, than attribute them to an intangible agent
whose presence, powel’, and al ‘on are unestablished py gny suihcient
evidence.

3. Our third remark is, that there are numerous facts which render it
decided|y more probable that the gpg are produced by the mediums and
their associates, than that they are’thc work of departed spirits. In
this we mean to concede certain physica| phenomena‘ such as have
been detailed inthe preceding pages, and that they are not to be ae-
eounted for by any Icgcrdemain, trickery, or sleight of hand, nor purely

by magnetism or electricity, though there may have been regpectable
counterfeits produced by these means. Our opinion is, that there is a

certain power N some persons which enables them, under favorable cir-
cumstances, to produce all these results. It is not strictly physical.
nor is it entirely intellectual, e sympathetic, but seems to be a combi-
nation involring perception and will. Ve hardly know what name to
give it. Itis not electricity, though we have no doubt glectricity has
something to do with it. It is not animal magnetism alone, though the
magnetic or elairvoyant state has seemed to bc a pecessary Circumstance
in producing some of the phenomena. One writer denominates it spi-
rlcity; but the name is of the least consequence. Does the thing exist
in fact? Ve have no _doubt of jt; and though we do not design to
enter much into the ph”osophical aspects of the question‘ we beg the
reader's attention to the following facts

(|) Itis an old tryth, and not fiction, that there is a power in some
persons t© detect the locality of metals and water in the earth by the
aid' of a hazel stick. The writer has seen the operation. What power
isthat ? NO one can explain it, and yet its existence is generally eon-
ceded. Now, if there be that in pergons Which  causes the stick to
bend downward as they hold it over metals or water in the bowels
of the earth, why may there not be Something in others, _that will
cause the table to move, or give out sounds as they _approach it?
(2) In 1839, two' Smyrna girls Yisited France to exhibit what was
then called their "electricalpowers in moving tables without contact.
Men of science assembled to witness the pertbrmance. They heard
sounds, saw the table shake and mgve, but found that py placing = piece
of iron on the tgple, the phenomena ceased, They were also found to
be disturbed py a change ©f atlnosphele, showing clearly enough that
electricity was concerned in producing them- -Philosophy ry" Mysterious
Agents, - 101. )

3. game thirt years ago there were many experiments of thistna-
ture in Eyrope. gpéa}mg of the results, ene writer ggys "l saw the
chairs move; a large dining table was thrown against me, and a small
stand, on which stood a candle, was tossed yp and thrown into my
wife's lap." In another ease, it is recorded, "The table was forced
against each one Of us so powerfu"y as to move us from our position,
together with the chairs we occupied, in all several feet." (pp 140, 141.)
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This power is not limited to mesmerizers, ner t© any particular as-
sociation. Yet it magy be concentrated, and employed to produce
remarkable phenomena. The rules laid down for forming circles are
ph"osophica" but they seem to us to explode the idea that the raps are
made py spirits. (1.) The circle should be composed ofjhurteen persons.
But why fourteen ? (2.) None must be admitted who are "opposed to

receiving manifestations ¢on Jiz'cting With their preconceived opinions, or
wno "WILL Nor SIT IN Pnssrvn STATE." (3.) The circle must

combine both ladies and gentlemen. (4.) They must seat themselves at
the taple, the ladies on the opposite side of the gentlemen, and take the
inagnetic cord in their hands.  The gpject of this is said to be to " con-
fine their thoughts to ene thing," and ~ insure a passjveness requisite for mu-

tual improvement." Vill not the spirits  rap without all this parade?
But this is not enough. (5.) Silence must be preserved for one hour.

(6.) Al must then pyt their hands pon the table-Hist. ty" Spir.
Knoclcings, pp. 28, 29 Now, which does this look most |ike, coasting the
spirits t© rap, ©r preparing = battery for producing the sounds gmong
themselves | We leave the reader"tojudge.

4. Mr. Rogers gives us, in his ~ Phijlosophy ry" Zllysterious Agents," =

fact of the gpirits being banished from a yery happy gentleman by
a dose of calomel and rhei. He has lectured the doctor gy times

since on his wickedness in dispersing them, and thinks less of the
regular practice than formerly. The same physician, = gentleman of
this cjty, was called to visit a young lady twenty-two years ©f age,
a regular " rappin medium." He found her to be affected with head-
ache, sensation of fulness in the cranium, frequent vertigo, resulting
often in gspasms and convulsions; sometimes had catalcptic attacks,
complained ©f pains in the pack, &c.; pulse rapid, coldness of the
extremities, amenorrhoea for the last ten months. "She informed
me," he says, ~ that she had not been able to glegp half the pights for
the last six months, on acgount of the almost constant rapping ¢y the
spirits around her. And they would keep rapping, she said, until she
questioned them. To be satisfied whether all this was not the work-

ing of a diseased fancy, and was not gltogether subjective, | made care-
ful pbservations, and soon became satisfied that the sounds were not

in her jizney, but outward, veritable phenomena, cognizable to my own
sense Of hearing as well as hers. Neither could thgy have been produ-
ced py collusion. 1 now asked her to question them.  One afternoon
I called ypon her,~and found her nervous system in a high degree
of excitement, indicating an epileptic attack. The rappings were

heard around, here and there. 1 |mmed|ate|y administerd a powerful
sedative. On this the rappings ceased, and .have never annoyed her

since, with the exception of twice, when a few faint raps were heard
during soeme slight paroxysm ©f the nervous malady." (p. 288.)

From these and other cases ijnnumerable, it is obvious that the rap-
ping agent is physieal, and not gpijritual. The most rigid Thomsonian
cannot presume that the gpjrits would be so offended at a dose of cal-
omel, as to take their leave of a favorite Subject' and never return.
Nor can our spiritmongers think that they would budge an inch, for all
the "sedatives in creation. And yet we see, that the administration
o_f certain drygs, has ended the rgpping in a day, in the case of a me-
dium of great power.

Ve should be gratified to give what we regard to be the proper ex-
planation of these facts; but we leave this branch of the subject to

s
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others. If gy are disposed to examine this matter of rapping POWer;
they will find a multitude of interesting facts, and well-arranged argu-
ments in the above mentioned "P|ti|osoph y." Ve regard this as an
able work, well \'Q[[lly of the attention of all persons interested in the
true philosophy ©f the rappings.

But we shall be gsked, IT this rapping power be a physica| agent in
the circles, how is it controlled? Ve answer, Just as the magnetic or
mcsmeric power S controlled-by the will and movements of mesmer-
izers.  They possess @ power to mcsmerize certain willing subjects more
or less, at their pleasure. So mediums possess @ power (which time

and jnvestigation Will more fully explain) t© produce mysterious
sounds, move tables, shake doors, &c. How this power is influenced

by the will, we cannot exp|ain’ any more than we can explain hov the
feet, and hands, and tongue are _governed by the will.  One is no
greater mystery than the other. And the fact that this power some-
times gperates to produce its phenomena without the consciousness of
the medium, is no more incredible than that all our limbs and other
faculties do the ggme, as we know they do, from every day's observa-
tion. Hence the unconsciousness of having produced these phenomena
on the part of the medium, is no Satisfactory proof that she did not
produce them. pe0p|e seldom have any consciousness of what they
are really doing in a state of dreams and mesmerism. They often
fancy they are drowning, ilying, falling, &e., though they are actually
lying still, er engaged In other yays. Mr. Rogers places this point
in a yery clear |ight.

Ve shall be gsked, also, If this rapping power is in the mediums, and

is in any way subject to their will, why cannot they produce the phe-
nomena. one time as well as another? ~We gnswer, FOr the same rea-

son that a man cannot speak as well at one time as gnother; and that
chemists and ph”osophers cannot a|WayS succeed alike in roducing
the same scientific phenomena-the circumstances are not alike favor-
able.  Owing to personal causes, the power IS not aglways the same.
It varies with the health, and mental and nervous states of the medjum,
and others of the circle. And these are atlfected hy other cjrcumstances,
as the state of the gimosphere, food, exercise, and the company present
at the sjtting. These are the gyy| spirits, that take tjts, and will not
knock at gl|, and then again knocz lively. Hence the managers insist
that the mediums must not be gyerworked, because it will exhaust the
nervous energy, ©F whatever y o p_Ieajse to call jt, py which the mystery
is wrought. And here, too, they insist on having only = féeW present,
and those of a particular character and demeanor. And then, every
th|ng must be conducted just so grave|y and thoughtfu"y NOt. that
the gpirits are so very pious and sensitive, that they would be afflicted,
and refuse to knock. Fgr, if there are some punctilious ones, it is
evident from the revealments, that others ,would not mind a little noise
or irreverence, since they are quite inclined to deceive their mortal
inquisitors, and make gport for themselves. The gpject of all this
niccty is to keep the mind and nerves of the mediums right, so that they
may brin _their forces to bear ypon the point. Modlerate mediums
would be disturbed by the presence of powerfu| unbelievers, and not
less so by fun and ridicule, noise and disorder.

We have no doubt they are often disarmed by qua|m5 of conscience,
so as iN a measure to losé their power. It is conceded py the ablest

expositors of the rappings, that some mediums hegin very jeebly, and
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wax stronger and stronger, till they reach a high character; and
others lose their power altogether* ~ So long as they allow shame,
or guilt, or the fear of man to harass them, they can do but little ; but
as these jmpediments pass away, 2nd they become valiant, they are
correspondingly perfect. And, then, if py the Spirit of God, er other-
wise, they are aroused to see the gjp, disgrace, and danger of their
course, and to tremble in viev of the consequences ©f pursuing it,
they lose their power, as did the "damsel " who possessed the spirit of
“divina£ion." (Acts xvi. 18)) When she was awakened, and began
to follow the apostles, acknowledging their odicc, she could do no
more and "her masters or magnetizers saw that the hOpE of their gains
was gone."

The reader will ynderstand, that these are not mere hits, but facts,
conceded bythe Rappers in genera|; that s, so far as they relate to
the necessity ©f having things N just such shape, in order to pring out
the wanders.” If it were pecessary, We Would proye this peyond a doubt.
The explanations and inferences are our own, the justness of which we
submit for consideration.

But some will jnquire, Suppose this to be true in regard to the raps,
and other physical phenomena, how do yoy explain tle indications of
intelligence manifested 1 The guestion is = fair one, and demands a
serious gnswer, Which we will endeavor to give. If we shall fail of
making every point as clear as is desirable, the reader will remember,
that the subject docs not admit of demonstrations either 5y and that
we are limited to a few lines. 'We must satisfy ourselves for the
present with such conclusions as seem the most probable, all things
considered, and await the developments of the future. |/Vith this pre-

cautionary suggestion, we remark,- )

That the jntelligence manifested py the phenomena is partially ac-
counted for by the ime"igence of the mediums, except where they are
per_fecﬂy magnetized’ or by other means are in that pecu”ar state in
which the brain becomes njcely susceptible toimpressions from men
and things. W'hen in this state, the mind seems to be defunct, While
the brain, in a highly-sensitive state, receives impressions ©f things,
and automatically indicates them to others. The knocks, speech, or

writing, therefore, will be directed by that other mind, eor fact, which
occupies the brain. If thel'e are difierent minds in rapport with jt, the

demonstrations maybe confused and contradictory. And the same
will be the result where the medium is imperfecﬂy passive. The
knocks will be according to the aggregate of the contending minds in
rapport with the brain. Should there be one more powerful than
others, it will control and have every thing in its own way, though it

may be entirely concealed from the company present.
This is actually admitted by Mr. Ballou and gthers, who claim to

converse with spirits; and it is demonstrable [y facts. We could
name a Christian genﬂeman who has so inuch power of this kind, that
he can go in where experiments are being made, and control them to

his own |iking. Observing the operations of = most distinguished
lecturer one evening, he remarked to a friend, that he could counteract

Ehe results, and make them g, diiierent. And to proye it, he said,
When the medium gets to such a point," she will stgp; and she did so.

> Mr: Loyeland inforined the Writer : little before he left the church, that he was

imé)r_oving ' mediumsinp, and had the promise that he should become a uviting
medium.”~ He has probably reached that point since lic lelt.
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Thus he took her right out of the hands of the lecturer, without his
knowing what was tho djtliculty, and controlled her as he pleased.

Now, whether we have stated the philosophy of the thing col'rectly
or not, we do not mistake as to the jizcts. llence, when the mediums
come around the enchanted table with their chosen circle, they enter
into  communication with that circle together, or separately, and feel
and know what they feel and know. Hence, ifone asks, "How old am
11" he pecessarily thinks of his own age, which thoughts impress the
medium in communication with him more than they do himself. If
he asks, (to adopt the nomenclature of the Rappers,) ~ "That does the
spirit ©f my wife wish to gay to her husband s " the picture of his wife,
her views, affections, domestic habits, modes of expression’ are all
before him, and impress the brain of the medium, so that the answer
is made much as the wife used to speak herself; and in accordance with
her former vjews, or the husbnnd's ' idea of what she would naturally
say ; provided, however, jirst, that the medium is not partially con-
scious, and biased py preadopted opinions; and secondly, that a more
powerfu| mind in the flesh does not interfere, and control the answers.
Should the medium disclose what the husband gypposes to be a secret,
it will be attributable to the fact, that he thinks of it himself. Hence,
if the medium goes iNto communication with the whole cjrcle, she will
know and express what they know, and will astonish them with de-
velopments of the most wonderful character.

But we are told that "this does not cover the whole ground-that
there are phenomena Wwhich it does not explain." 'We concede it.
1. Mediums sometimes gjye answers different from the true one which
is in the inquirer's mind. How is this? 2. They often teach different
doctrines from those which the inquirer believes, and wills to have con-
firmed. 3. They sometimes contradict themselves while in communi-
cation with the same person, and without his wjjlling it: 4. They make
true statements, contrary t© What the jpnquirer supposes he knows to be
facts, and what he wills to have made, and yet they turn out to be true.
There is a large class of these (jfliculties, but we think them perfectly
reeoncilable with our position.

1. Let it be home in mind, that mediums are seldom free from per-
sonal bias, and hence do not glways speak other gpinions than their own.
2. That where they are so, that s, where the mind is entirely abstract-
ed, they are an instrument on which the circle may play any tune
they please. A Romanist, having the ascendency, €licits responses t©
his taste. A Christian, overpowering him, brings out Protestant views;
but an infidel, of more powerfu| will than both together’ may call out
responses demonstrating inidelity. And all this without a word being
said by either of them. The inquirer may suppose the fact to be thus,
but the answer is different, and correctly given, because another in the
circle knew better than the jnquirer, and hgd more influence with the
medium.

But how is it where no one in the circle knows the fact, and it is given
correctly? For instance, one asks, " Vhere was my father born il" but
does not know himself] nor is the correct answer known to gpy one in
the circle, yet the medium gives it. In such cases it will be genera”y
found, that on asking the question, the inquirer's mind wanders to the
old family Bible or other book wherein the fact is recorded, and where,
by a process which is not fuIIy understood, the brain of the medium be-

comes jmpressed with the record, and gives the right response. The
know|edge seems to be zfztuztzve. Some would attribute it to "second
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sight," of which the world has heard so much in past time: The power
ot” knowing these things is not yery dissimilar, and certainly not more
wonderful, than the peculiar power ©f Colburn and Salford, manlfested
in solving mathematical problems. It furnishes the result, without the
trouble of going through with the usual process ©f reaching it, and fur-
nishes no more reason for assuming spiritual agency than do the
thousand similar cases, Of the existence of .which we are assured.
There is a communication between the brain and that record, as strong
as the telegraphic communication between Boston and New Qrleans, or
the communication between the face of the customer and the plate upon
which his phjz is daguerreotyped by = single 'ook.

There is one other class of facts to which we will bareiy advert. It
embraces all those cases where the mediums have 'reported distant
events. For example, a. medium Visiting Rochester had, as he thought,
.a communication from a spirit that his child was dead at LOCprI’t,
which turned out to be true. I-lmv do yqy explain this 0 it is triumph-
nntly asked. In reply, We say, as we have before said in a general
sense, perhaps we cannot explain it at all. For gught we know, the
despatch came over the telegraphic wires to the medium, before it came
to the brother who reported the case. Qr, he might have known his
child was dangerously ill, and gUESSQd he was dead. But if we cannot
explainit, it does not follow that a spirit communicated the fact. How
could a spirit in Rochester know what was occurring in Lockport
Answer that, my friend, will you ? When you have done that, just tell
me how yoy know it was a spirit? How do you know but it was the
Great Father of g|| and' not a human spirit, that did it? or an angel fl
Prove that it was a spirit, and we will show how it was done.

But it seems to us not so very dithcult a case after all. Mesmeric
subjects have their congenial operators, Who often have sucll iniiuence
over them, that they can throw them into the mesmeric state at wijll,
however distant, and impress them with such facts or falsehoods as they
please. This man lived at | ockport, and had his [‘amz'liar spirits there,
with whom he had been in correspondence. The fact of his child's
death was undoubtedly known to the circle. Why might not they have
impressed this fact ypon him at that distance, as well as any other fact?
We see no more ditliculty in one case than-in the other. Ifone can
throw another into the magnetic sleep sixty miles djstant, we see no
reason why he may not impress him with g5y news of the day. The one
seems togis as easy as the other, and can be explained as well 54 the other.
Ifone requires the agency of disembodied Spil’itS, so ,does the other.

But we will not press this point further. Enough has been said to
answer our present purpose. The reader cannot fail to see that the
knockings, &c., are not attributable to spirits. There is not the $||ghte$t
reason to believe that departed spirits have gny thing to do with them,
that does not apply to any other invisible being. The argument seems
to be this: "I cannot account for the phenomena; therefore they are

produced by departed spirits.”  Others might say With equal propriety,

Therefore they are produced by =~ angel, or the devil, or by leger-
demain.”  But this is not good reasoning, and we cannot be influenced
by it. If there are other apparent miracles and prophetic announce-
ments to which we have not alluded. they may be set down with ony
that preceded them, and passed away Without explanation.  People
have in special cases predicted their own death, and that of gthers, in a
remarkable manner, and have achieved other wonders, which have never
been explained. Still the word of God remaineth sure.

4
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CHAPTER X.

‘run Coxel.x:slo>l on :rrim wuonn MATTER.

Fuoxi the foregoing considerations we deduce the foIIowing practical
int'erences, to which the readerls attention is especially invited - —

1. 'The _yirst is, that to become a medium is dangerous. The phySiCa|
influence of the operation, particularly upon the nervous system, is lnani~
ibstly of the most alarming character.” It may be endured for a time, but,
like other_u_nnatural excitements, it \{vill prey upon the system it_ con-
vulses until it can no Ior_lger perform its proper functions, when disease
and premature death will ensue. The extreme weakness ‘and nervous
irritability ©f mediums, should be a warning te others, not to resign them-
selves to an influence so prejudicial to the laws of life.

Its effects on the mind, are still more gppalling. Selficontrol is an
elemental principle in the human character. It is here that we find
our responsibility, and safety. Take this gway, and we are mere ma-
chines, without judgment or will, subject to be driven and tossed at
the dictation of others. Thus it is with the subjects of mesmerism.
They consent to gyspend their moral, conscious existence, and leave
themselves entirgly in the hands of whatever gperator may chance to
appear. In this condition they are made to assume different characters,
and are gxcited, and bandied gpout, till they cannot control themselves
in their conscious moments. Multitudes have gone @ step further, and
taken their places among the insane.

This, of course, involves another danger. IN so jmpure and dis~
honest a world as thjs, there is no securityfbr our character and fortune,
but in sleepless vigilance. Vifhat, then, are the dangers ©f one who
submits himself to be divested of all consciousness and control, and
subordinated to the passions of others? Take the case of a young
man, in whose integrity you have the utmost contidence. You wish to
give him some charge ©f your business ; but how can yoy do so Whe_n
you know tl'_\at by a word, a |00k’ or even a thought, from certain
characters, with whom he gpends his evenings, h® may be paralyzed,
and bereft of all capacity to do yoyr business 2 You could not gmploy
such a man with gafety, And what safety has a young lady for her
virtue, who submits herself to such a state? Look at then, in
what |ighf we may, itis full of peril, and should never be submitted tg,
except by high medical advice.

2. It is also a great Sin against nature, and against God. The
Creator has endowed us with rational powers, Which we are required to

exercise to his glory, and our own good. One who unmans himself
with alcohol, and becomes senseless, silly, or raving, is = sinner py
the law of God, and_ common sense. If he commits a crime in this
state, we punish him, though he was deranged at the time, because he
made himself deranged. He voluntarily assumed that state, and s,
therefore, holden for all the consequences ©f it IT he dies py reason
of jt, he dies by suicide. This is all very plain. The same is true in
regard to the use of opium, and other drugs. Good people esteem it a
great Sin to jmpair their intellectual and moral powers by any of these
means. 'We should rather strive to keep wide awake, and only eon-
sent to a different state when sjck, and our medical advisers jydge it
expedient. But how is it gny better to stupefy and befool ourselves
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with mesmerism, than with alcohol or gpium? We consider the sin as
great, at least, in the first cage, as in t_he last. They are but d1fiC3l1U
modes of destroying our moral and intellectual natures; of' reducing
the free man to a slave, the rational man to a maniac or a fgg|, They
are, therefore, equa”y criminal, and should be avoided as the road
to ruin.

Besides, God requires us to " watch," to " consider," to be " active,"
to be " wise," to confide in him. But mesmerism,like drunkenness, dis-
qualifies vs for every duty. It is the extreme gpposite ©f watchfulness,
consideration, and right " action. It destroys our capacity to see the
evils that threaten s or to resist them. In abandoning ourselves
to jt, we are liable to be "led captive,” not only by " the devil
-at his wijll,” but by any strong-willed villain that may have an end to
serve py taking us in charge. Ve consent not to one eVvil 0n|y’ but to
any eVvil that our managers may fancy.

We ask the Christian reader, then, how he can submit to be a medium,
or resign himself to the mesmeric jnfluence; N other words, how he,
with the commands of God ypon him, obliging him to believe certain
sentiments, and pursue 2 difierent course of conduct, can vaUiESCE in
thc condition of rnediumship; that js, how he can abandon the truth
as it is in Jesus, all settled principles and opinions, will and desire,
and become mentally and morally extinct, as it were, on pretence Of
receiving communications from departed spirits. Those who have no
principles, and are fipating about on the sea. of gpeculation, may do it
without sacrifice, perhaps. They may Pe  Orginals,” o any thing
else but Christians, without a departure from their position* But a
Christian has to for_sake all, and admit that he gy be in error at gyery
point, and resign himself , to the mesmeric power, as 2 poor disci-
ple, who would be instructed. We used to hear much said, in our boy_
hood, about ~ forming = league with the devil," but never had gpny defi-
nite idea of what it involved. But is not this the yery thing? It is
all the devil asked of rist, and we cannot give more. If' we go thus
far, and he does not ta ‘e possession of s, it is either because he is not
what he is represented to be, or God, in mercy to our ignorance and
folly, lays him under special embargo.

But let it be gpserved, we do not say, that one hgy NOt be mesmer-
ized, or possess the power Of rapping and moving tables, without sin.
Some have a yery strong proclivity to the mesmeric state, even fall
into it jnvoluntarily, and may be in so susceptible = condition, as to be
thrown into it against their will, And others have the rapping power,
whether they will or not. It is in them, and they are not to be blamed
for it. A gentleman who has no part in this business remarked the
other evening, that his little daughter, without the least jnstruction,
would make a table tip, and walk all about the (gom; and we have
this moment been informed of a lady in Portland, Me., who plays all
these pranks with tables, knocking, tipping, and shaking them at pleas-
ure, @and who scouts the idea of departed spirits having any thing to
do -mthem. Now, that attention is called to the subject, and the ex-
per¥| t is being tried, there are found to he many who have this
strange power. VVhat we object. to, is the effort being made to gptain,

' Origina|s," is the title of a party formed in Boston a few months since. We
understand the term to indicate the same as Fnpnnrr-xmxnns, or Dems.  The party
have no standards, and acknowledge no authority, but what they are pleased to
call "superior goodness, justice, wisdom, reason, intuition.” Mr. Sunderland
affiliates with this party.
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or elicit it, and the Lfse made of it. The power is well enough, but
appropriated us it jg, it becomes nn instrument 0f unriqhteousness. It is
the innocent occasion of as real ~ divination ~ and necroinancy, as ever
existed, und is the most eilectivo instrument of infidelity nov in the
field. It is to this that we gllude, when we speak of the sin of
mediumship. Here, mediums take rank with the witch.,of Endor, and
the rinmsel who * brought her masters much gain by soothsa yinr]." They
assume to converse With the degd, discover secret thingsy_and predict
coming events. And, as has genera”y been the case, they claim to be
wise above what is ritten, and treat the word of God with contempt.

3. Ve believe it is equally wicked to patronize the Rappers, as spirit-
ual teachers.

1. Itis an insult to God. He is the infinite source of all wisdom,
and has freely promised to supply our wants, in response t© proper
means. Ve are Charged to ~ ask of him, if' we lack wijsdom, and are
assured, that he giveth liberally and upbraideth not." He is more will-
ing to give the H0|y Spirit" to Fhem_ that ask hjm, than earthly
parents are to give glood g|ﬁ5 to their children. Hence, to turn away
from him to consult famili-ar_ spirits," and to pry into the mysteries of
the spirit world, by the mediation of the dead, Is to implicate the Sover-
eign of the Universe, in being. either jncompetent, or indisposed te give
the necessary light. It is a kind of treatment, Which he has always re-

garded =s particularly offensive. If jystihable under gpny circum-
stances, itis vhere he refuses to answer us. But it is wrong even in this

case, as may be seen from the application of Saul to the witch of
Ender. It seems to gay, that God is insufhcient for ys ~that he is only
one among many, @nd that his communications may Pe enlightened
and jmproved by the arts of pnecromancy. NO matter how we may
conceal it under a cloak ofpiety, itis an act of repudiation, and idolatry,
that will sooner or later pring out the jealous God in judgment on
the offenders. AnNd the sooner those who resort to such tricks re-
nounce all religion, and o to their own company, the more creditable
it will be to the cause.

2. It is a denial of the suiiiciency of the Bible. Christians regard
the Scriptures, as a perfect standard of doctrine and morals. They
agree, that holy men oft God wrote as they were moved by the Holy
Ghost. But here is a new revelation, or, at least, an attempt to obtain
one, implying that the old is \wanting. Many have rneo hesitancy
in avowing this openly. They seek |ight, and demand a sign." But
this is ynnecessary; the act speaks; 't unequivocally implicates the
word of God, in darkness and insufiiciency. Thus, doubting, men
are soon led to disbelieve. Hence, most who consult the spirits t© any
considerable extent, have lost their confidence in the Bible. Many
boldly deny its teachings, and vindicate the syggestions ©f the Rap-
pers; while a still greater number are paralyzed. They have lost their
former faith in God and his word, are ha|ting between two--hardly
knowing what to believe. The charm is ypon them, the moral poison
is working, the snaky coils of infidelity are intwining aroundgthem.
They are already half fallen, and can only escape by = speedy return
to the simplicity of the cross. They need the apOStO”C Warning, Be-
ware, lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after
the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after
Christ.”  Their condition is alarming.

3. Itiis a reproach to the Christian church. Its appearance S that of
dissatisfaction ani d'strust. It seems to ggy, that we need other sources
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ot'int’ormation,-that the all-wise Creator is not sutiicient,-nor his
word, nor yet the Holy Spirit. It is said, in the Janguage ©f the grand
seducer, " "God doth know, that in the day that ye consult the spirits,‘
ye shall be as gods, knowing good and’evil"_knowing _©f eternity,
past and future, of philosophy and endless progression.” 1he church,
therefore, with her ordinances, is superseded. Good enough 'perhaps
in the days of darkness, but stale and ynnecessary now, nay, @0 encum-
brance. " Such are the views and feelings of the new grder generally,
if we mistake not, and Christians, who run after them, countenance
heresy‘ and bring = reproach upon the cause. Wg coul_d no sooner
participate in these operations, than we could associate with open infi-
dels, and consult the blasphemous rantings of their |eading minds. It
is a practical betrayal of Christ and his church into the hands of their
enemies. One really somes out from among the good, and the spiritual,
and gpes over to the world, joins himself to idols, and enters into
fellowship with Belial. Think of these things, dear reader, before you
take the fatal step.

That we 'd0 not err in this yjew, is obvious from two experimental
facts, viz.: -1. That many Christians, who have been led by Curiosity to
examine these phenomena, have done with them altogether, from the
conviction that their tendency is evil, and only evil. They see that
there is no other alternative- that they must abandon religion, or the
knockings; and they have chosen to abandon the |atter, and this from
their own private conviction of duty. 2 The second fact jg, that those
professors, who have ggpe into these operations, and followed them,
have genera”y become unbelievers in the distinguishing doctrines of

[T H , then, can Christian (j his influence in favor
Qh[ngIlanlty ow en any give

4. Ve gpject to patronizing these strange operations because God has
express|y forbidden 't- There shall not be found among you any °©ne
that useth divination, or an enchanter, or a witch, or a clzarmer, or a con-
sulter with familiar spirits, or a wijzard, or a necromancer. For all these

things are an abomination unto the Lord." "The soul that turneth
after sych, 1 will gyrely cut him otf.” " For they prophesy falsely
unto ygy in my name; | have not sent them.”

The resemblance between the ancient charmers and modern mesmer-
izers, is too Striking to require 2 word of confirmation. A similar
reseinblance is observable between the ancient witches, enchanters,
diviners, necromancers, and consulters of fgmijliar spirits, ahd modern
operators, mediums, and circles. The necromancers were a class of pre.
tenders who divined by consulting the dead. Thus Mr. VVebster defines
necromancy to be “"the art of revealing future events py means Of pre-
tended communication with the dead.” Mr. VVatson says, it is 7 the
art of raising up the ghosts of deceased persons,to get information from
them concerning future events.” AnNnd this is in accordance with the
genera| understanding of the best writers, en the subject_ The witch of
Eudor was, therefore, a necromancer- she consulted Samuel. So were
those who had familiar spirits, answering to our mediums, necroman-
cers they claimed to' converse with the dead. When Saul in-
quired for a woman who had a familiar spirit, the witch was named, be-
cause she claimed to commune with the dead. Therefore, she said to
Saul, © Whom shall 1 bring up unto thee *? To pretend to call yp the
dead, a_nd converse with and divine by them, is necromancy ~~1S to con-
sult With "familiar spirits." And to resort to such characters for
information about this or any other world, is to break a plain command
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ofthe Most High, and incur his displeasure. Thus saith the [ ord,
" When they shall say unto ygy, Seek uuto them that have [Ezmiliar
spirits, and "unto wizards, that peep and mytter; should not a people
seek unto their God, for the ||V|ng to the dead? Reader, you cannot
do this thing and be innocent. You would not offend your Maker more
by going into the temple of Dagon, and worshipping his image.
God regards himself as forsaken, and his throne insulted alike in both
cases.

We say to all, then, In conclusion, Stand clear. Have pothing to do
with this whole pusiness, as a source of information from the Spil‘it
land. In this respect itis o. deception, and a sin. It yj|| alienate and
destroy the soul that falls under its power, = Touch not, taste not, han-
dle not."  Though it may command regpect by its wonders, remem-
ber that the miracles of the magicians, and the ‘pretensions of the di-
viners of gl|d, did the ggame, iN a still higher degree. I you want light,
consult God. His is the only true philosophy in the universe. No
matter who cries, Lo! here is Iight., or, LO! there: follow them not.
All philosophy and science, which contradict the revelations of Scrip—
ture, are false, and must; pass away. Be not deceived; God is not
mocked; whatsoever a man goweth, that shall he also (ggp. He that
soweth to the flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption, but he that soweth
to the gpijrit shall of the gpirit reap life everlasting. Let us not weary,
therefore, in well doing, for in due season we shall reap 114 WVE PAINT
not! !
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