

















































































































































































































REVIEW OF BEECHER’S REPORT. 3

A common Objection—Fatal to Mr. Beecher's Conclusion.

Christ, “ We know that thou hast a devil,”* and how do we
know that he had not, unless the assumption of the ancient
Jews was plainly contradicted by the prevailing spirit of his
words and deeds. It will be perceived that Mr. Beecher, in
his conclusion, not only disregards his own premises, and the
legitimate deductions from reason and the facts, but he is
liable to overthrow the very foundations of his own faith ; for
if the purest instructions emanate, in these days, from the
Devil, how can we know that he has not been the world’s
spiritual teacher in all past ages. We confess our inability
to determine, and we can not trust the advocates of popular
theology to decide for us in a matter of so much importance.
We know that the representatives of the predominant religion
denounced Jesus of Nazareth as the agent of Beelzebub, and
those who have represented the popular faiths ever since have
made a similar mistake, by treating every religious reformer
as an impostor or emissary of Satan. We can not follow such
guides. We insist that the real character of the Spirits is most
clearly revealed in what they do and say, and that the declara-
tion of Christ, on this point, is the law of Nature: ¢ Where-
fore by their fruits ye shall know them.”

But it may be said that we have selected some of the most
favorable specimens of Spiritual facts and communications,
and that others breathe a contrary spirit, and indicate a widely
lifferent origin. This objection involves an admission which
is fatal to our author’s cogclusion, while it supports our own.
If the outward phenomena differ widely in their moral as-
pects, and if this is admitted to indicate a similar diversity of
character among the beings who thus manifest their presence,
we ask no more. The correctness of our fundamental posi-

* John viii, 52. It is evident that the Jews meant that he had a.lying or unclean
8pirit, and they inferred this b he d what they d d to be impossible.
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Example of the Evangelists,—Disposition of disorderly Phenomena,

flesh. Let any man make a verbatim report of what he hears
during a single day, in the street, the market, and the exchange,
and he will easily transcend the confusion of Babel. No man
could render his country a service by recording the gossip at
all the tea-parties, though he might be a wise man compared
with the literary critic who should accept the aggregate of
such records as a fair index to the intellectual capabilities of
the best modern authors.

Facts and communications such as we have cited are ex-
tremely numerous, and it is not denied that others of less |
interest, and of a wholly different character, sometimes trans-
pire. If in many cases we neglect to record the latter, it is
not with a view to conceal the general fact of their occurrence,
but because they are wanting in interest. However, in pur-
suing this course, we do but follow the example of the New
Testament writers. Some of the inspired words of Jesus are
recorded, and the evangelists have given us an account of the
sayings and doings of the apostles. The Spiritual phenomena
through Paul, Peter, and John are briefly described ; but what
do we know of the manifestations through the mass of ancient
Jewish media? Great numbers were subject to the influence
of Spirits, but the New Testament is silent respecting the de-
tails of their experience. We have only a brief account of a
few examples, such as the following, though there were prob-
ably many.

We read that while Jesus was teaching in the synagogue
at Capernaum “a man which had a spirit of an unclean de-
mon” was present. The spirit was noisy. ¢ And Jesus re-
buked him, saying, Hold thy peace and come out of him.
And when the demon had thrown him in the midst he came
out of him.”™ It is also related that Jesus, the day after his

* Luke iv. 33,
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Ancient and Modern Spiritualism exposed to the same Objections, etc.

- well to consider the particular examples just referred to, and
we would remind them that nearly all the existing forms of
the phenomena were represented during the age of the apos-
tles, and more or less in the primitive Church for several
centuries. The inferior phases of the manifestations must
have been extremely prevalent, when, on a single occasion,
a whole legion of Spirits evinced their affinity for the animal
creation in one of its foulest and most repulsive forms. It will
be perceived that if modern Spiritualism is to be rejected be-
cause some of its illustrations are wanting in interest, dignity,
and truth, or for the reason that they are imitated by cunning
impostors, the ancient Spiritualism must go with it. This is
strictly legitimate, for the old Jewish phenomena were at
least quite as disorderly as ours, and Simon Magnus was, of
all men, prince among the workers of spiritual miracles.

We must not omit to notice the fact that many departed
Spirits—persons who on earth were worthy members of the
various Christian denominations—are supposed to be among
those who now visit the scenes of mortal life. Their pres-
ence and identity are often demonstrated in a manner which
satisfies those who knew them most familiarly. Not a few
religious teachers, accredited saints, and noble martyrs are
of this class. If the demonstrations of personal identity are
not wholly deceptive, some of those devout Spirits inspire the
souls of living men. But it should be remembered that Mr.
Beecher’s assumption excludes them from the joys of heaven,
and makes them evil demons, chiefly, it would seem, decause
they persist in revisiting the earth against the explicit inculca-
tions of his theology.

It.is a curious fact that the clergy of the principal sects,
and the accredited biblical critics, very generally coincide in
the opinion that the  unpardonable sin,” in other words,  the
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