








































































































































REVIEW OF IlEECHE:a's REPORT. 71 

Recapitulation of what Spirite Teaoh and what they Do. 

the contrary, the principles and practices inculcated are pure, 
the teachers who enforce them must be likewise pure, or the 
rule of Christ is a false guide. 

We will here briefly recapitulate the substance of what is 
taught in the communications contained in the foregoing 
chapter. The young should cultivate their spiritual powers 
before· they become engrossed with the cares of the world; 
if any man has injured his brother, let him henceforth make 
love the ruling principle of his life ; indulge no angry feeling 
toward the skepti:c and the scoffer, for they shall yet be 
worshipers with thee; be "pure in thought and conversation," 
and remember that the highest happiness is only to be found 
in" communion with the Infinite ;" ''live a true life," and death 
shall have no terrors, and thy soul shall know no fear ; there 
is joy in heaven when erring mortals consider their ways and 
truly repent; be grateful, and render to God" the homage of 
a well-ordered life ;" never deny the truth, but speak plainly 
and fearlessly as conscience shall dictate; stand erect and 
uncovered in the Divine presence; wear no chains and "con­
sider it gain to be counted worthy to suffer for Truth's sake." 
Cruelty to parents was openly rebuked and effectually cor­
rected by a spirit. Again, a man was directed to stop the 
sale of intoxicating drinks and to educate his children, and he 
did so ; in another case a gambler was arrested in the midst 
of his thoughtless and ruinous carrer, and was at once inspired 
with noble and virtuous resolutions ; thousands who .were 
living without the.hope and faith of another life are converted 
from their unbelief; the sick are healed with a touch ; the 
bereaved are comforted by the visible Spiritual presence of 
those they loved, and the constant assurance of a reonion in 
the mansions of our Father. 

Such, in brief, are the instructions of the invisible· teachers 
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whose words we baYe recorded, &Dd do they DOt cordi&Uy ... 
pr'ON WhateYer ia right, aDd IDOid ,pointedly «<lld.,.. aJl flau 
ia WfODg! We are persuaded that no maa. if he c~ 
what he is saying, will affirm that &beae thinga are 6YU. The 
moral sense of enry maa, even &be DIOIIi penerte'a aac1 
abandoned, auuree him tha1 they are good. Eapeciall7, fl"fW1 
Cbristi&D teacher must acknowledge this if be nprdt tW. 
character for consistency. And yet,accordiDgto Mr.~. 
the "fathomless ability" displayed in these phenomena S. Gilly 
equaled by &be '' fathomleas guile.,. which is preaumecl to ti• 
rect the whole movement, aud to be efticient in ludiag ..nf.. 
ions," drunk wi&b this elixir," to" battle against the llinlpl. 
Gospel of Cbrist!'f Now our author profeasea to be a Chril· 
tian teacher, and be ia therefore bound to render a juctgaMIII 
in &his case which will accord with the rital principles 01 Olar»­
tiaoity. The precept which Christ taught ia true, aad exi...a 
from the beginning as a law of Nature. And u a conupl 
tree can not ira tM utur11 of lhifl!l• bear good fnlit, or a biller 
fountain yield sweet waters, 110 evil Spirits will neither baeal­
cate lessons of sound morality, nor urge thoee who are lila 
&bemselves tQ change their manner of life, and to practice alae 
moet exalted human virtues. To say &bat the De'ril ..._.. 
this u a disguise in order to conceal his real character ..a to 
accomplish his foul design, can have no other efFect thaa to 
stultify the aoula of such as make the assumption, uul to awlkea 
painful suspicions in the minds bf the weak and taithl811, 
with respect to the urigin of all previous revelationa. If we 
may DOt infer the nature of the eource from the charac&er of 
the communications, how cllll we know that CbriatiaDity is 
DOt a derice of Satan 1 Very pious peop~meu airlc&ly N­

ligioua, according to the popular Corms of that cla,._......w or 
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A common Objection-Fatal to .Mr. Beecher'• ConclUJion. 

Christ, " We know that thou hast a devil,"* and how do 'IIHI 

know that he had not, unless the assumption of the ancient 
Jews was plainly contradicted by the prevailing spirit of his 
words and deeds. It will be perceived that Mr. Beecher, in 
his conclusion, not only disregards his own premises, and the 
legitimate deductions from reason and the facts, but he is 
liable to overthrow the very foundations of his own faith ; for 
if the purest instructions emanate, in these days, from the 
Devil, how can we know that he has not been the world's 
spiritual teacher in all past ages. We confess our inability 
to determine, and we can not trust the advocates of popular 
theology to decide for us in a matter of so much importance, 
We know that the representatives of the predominant religion 
denounced J esu~ of Nazareth as the agent of Beelzebub, and 
those who have represented the popular faiths ever since have 
made a similar mistake, by treating eyery religious reformer 
as an impostor or emissary of Satan. We can not follow such 
guides. We insist that the real character of the Spirits is most 
clearly revealed in what they do and say, and that the declara­
tion of Christ, on this point, is the law of Nature: "Where­
fore by their fruits ye shall know them." 

But it may be said that we have selected some of the moat 
favorable specimens of Spiritual facts and communications, 
and that others breathe a contrary spirit, and indicate a widely 
Jifferent origin. This objection involves an admission which 
is fatal to our author's co~clusion, while it supports our own. 
If the outward phenomena differ widely in their moral as­
pects, and if this is admitted to indicate a similar diversity of 
character among the beings who thus manifest their presence, 
we ask no more. The correctness of our fundamental posi-

• John rlll. 52. It II evident that the Jewo meant that he had .'lying or uncle&D 
Spirit, and &bey iDferred lhlo becaue he uaerted what they deemed to be lmpoulbl& 
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tion i1r cooceded-IM SpWiu are 1101 aU nil; and thoee 
ChristiaDs who indorse Mr. Beecher's concluaiorl are left to 
abandon their ground, or to defend a mm cmufllptioft...:...iC tlley 
can ad are so disposed-which haa aa little to do 1rith the 
laws of N &tare and the precepts of Christ aa it baa with the 
rules of commun logic. We have nenr en~ertained the idea, 
even fol' a moment, that all SpiriCa are dirine in thought a1ld 
Godlike in action, though we might certainly do so with u 
much COIUiiatency aa our author intimates that they ue all 
evil, and t)lat they come to us from the infernal regiou. Tll&t 
SpiriCa difFer u widely in their intellectual and moral chanc­
teriatica aa men in the flesh, may be logically interred fNm 
the diversified character of the manifeatatioua, and, we may 
add, from all we know of the nature of mind aad the lawa of 
human development. Whoever UIUmea any other grouwd 
will be forced, ere long, to abandon hie poaition. To def81ld 
either extreme, a man must disregard a portion of the facta, 
and trifle with hie own better judgment, u no serious man 
should ever do, at least on a subject of grave and solemn 
interest. 

But it may be proper to obsene, that if we have llllade 
choice of examples of Spiritual communicatiou 1111perior; in a 
moral point of riew, to others which might bave been select­
ed, it is simply because aueh illuatratiODB were eapeciaDy 
adapted to disprove our author's uaumptioD. Downer, we 
ltee no reason why those that are devoid of interest ahealil be 
published under any circwuatancea, .. , .o fat' a IAit fMJ 
6t JN«uary to illutN~ tlu lt&w1 Clfltl COI&tlidou t( SpiriltMII 
tftltn.ce and intereour• . Many commUIIic.tiona &om &ae 
Spirit-world are obviously unworthy of preaervation, act llut 
.record of them would nbaerve DO important purpoN. But 
the same may be said of much thai is uttered by mea ba die 
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E.umplo of tho Evaugeliato.-Dilpolition of dilorderl;r Phenomena. 

flesh. Let any man make a verbatim report of what he hears 
during a single day, in the street, the market, and the exchange, 
and he will easily transcend. the confusion of Babel. No man 
could tender his country a service by recording the gossip at 
all the tea-parties, though he might be a wise man compared 
with the literary critic who should accept the aggregate of 
such records as a fair index to the intellectual capabilities of 
the best modern authors. 

Facts and communications such as we have cited are ex­
tremely numerous. and it is not denied that others of less 
interest, and of a wholly different character, sometimes trans­
pire. If in many cases we neglect to record the latter, it is 
not with a view to conceal the general fact of their occurrence, 
but because they are wanting in interest. However, in pur­
suing this course, we do but follow the example of the New 
Testament writers. Some of the inspired words of Jesus are 
recorded, and the evangelists have given us an account of t:h.e 
sayings and doings of the apostles. The Spiritual phenomena 
through Paul, Peter, and John are briefly described; but what 
do we know of the manifestations through the mass of ancient 
Jewish media? Great numbers were subject to the influence 
of Spirits, but the New Testament is silent respecting the de­
tails of their experience. We have only a brief accoun~ of a 
few examples, such as the following, though there were prob­
ably many. 

We read that while Jesus was teaching in the synagogue 
at Capernaum " a man which had a spirit of an unclean de­
mon" was present. The spirit was noisy. "And Jesus re­
buked him, saying, Hold thy peace and come out of him. 
And when the demon had thrown him in the midst he came 
out of him."* It is also related that Jesus, the day after his 

• Luke 11'.33. 
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trmafigun.tioa, cut aa " 1BloiMD apiri&" oul of a chDcl. Tlw 
spirit wu disorderly in his mode of manifestMioa, ofteo CMto 

ing the medium down, causing- him eo " foam," -.d "tellriBI" 
and " bruising" him by the violence of hie e&rta.• MM7 
Magdalene wu a mediUID for aeven Spirita of a low' ord81", 
bat we have no circamatantial acCOUD& of the phen011l88& ex­
hibited in her cue. We are, however, informed thM a "Je. 
gion" of demons uoubled a certain man who wu accustoiDecl 
to dwell among "the tombs," bm about all that we bow re­
spect.iug their manifesta\ions is, that they iiDp&lted ... the maa 
a preternatural powerJ eo that no chaine or fetter. coald t.iatt 
him. So far u we are able to learn from the record, 68 
only ·communication received from that " legion" of spirit~~ 
coneisted in pu1 of an earneat request that they might be per• 
miUed to "go into the swine," which request,.. paW, 
and the herd (some two thousand in number) "ran Tioleatly 
dttwn a ateep place into the sea."f Such Spiritual Muaif...,. 
\ions occurred in the time of Christ and his apoatlee. ludeed, 
it JD1l8t be eTident to the careful reader of the NewT~ 
that they were eztremely prevalent, notwithstanding &he eftlt. 
gelical recorda afford but a disconnected and otherwiae imper­
fect history of this phaae of ancient Spiritualism. It ia worthy 
of ob88l'Tation &hat the apoetles never cited &heae facti u a 
reason why the claims of Spiritualism should be rejected or 
lightly eeteemed, nor do the religions teachen of thia day re­
fuse to credit what John said, while in the Spirit, becauH the 
power that controlled another man of whom we ftMid was in­
capable of si\'ing any information, and wu therelore called a 
"dumb spirit."t 

Now thoee who are dispoaed to reject the whole aubjee& 
oaaccount of oocaaional disorderly IIWIUeatationa, wonld. do 

•L'IIIrels. ...... 
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Ancient and .Modern Splritualiom expoeed to the oame Objeetiono, etc. 

well to consider the particular examples just referred to, anrl 
we would remind them that nearly all the existing forms of 
the phenomena were represented during the age of the apos­
tles, and more or less in the primitive Church for several 
centuries. The inferior phases of the manifestations must 
have been extremely prevalent, when, on a single occasion, 
a whole legion of Spirits evinced their affinity for the animal 
creation in one of its foulest and most repulsive forms. It will 
be perceived that if modern Spiritualism is to be rejected be­
cause some of its illustrations are wanting in interest, dignity, 
and truth, or for the reason that they are imitated by cunning 
impostors, the ancient Spiritualism must go with it. This is 
strictly legitimate, for the old Jewish phenomena were at 
least quite as disorderly as ours, and Simon Magnus was, of 
all men, pri~ce among the workers of spiritual miracles. 

We must not omit to notice the fact that many departed 
Spirits:...._persons who on earth were worthy members of the 
various Christian denominations-are supposed to be among 
those who now visit the scenes of mortal life. Their pres­
ence and identity are often demonstrated in a manner which 
satisfies those who knew them most familiarly. Not a few 
religious teachers, accredited saints, and noble martyrs are 
of this class. If the demonstrations of personal identity are 
not wholly deceptive, some of those devout Spirits inspire the 
souls of living men. But it should be remembered that Mr. 
Beecher's assumption excludes them from the joys of heaven, 
and makes_ them evil demons, chiefly, it would seem, becaua1 
they persist in revisiting the earth against the e:rplicit inculca­
tion.~ of his theology. 

It _is a curious fact that the clergy of the principal sects, 
and the accredited biblical critics, very generally coincide in 
the opinion that the " unpardonable sin," in other words, " the 
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••• agairul tM Holy Glwat," consisted in atUiiAdiag the 
" spiritu~ gif\8" of discerning Spirits, apeakiag ill a•bon 
tongues, healing ilia sick, etc., to a diabolical agency. ADd. 
atrange u it may appear, ilie II&Die tbeological apoeitGra are 
about u ananimens in the conclusion that the exerciee of Mm­
ilar powera at iliis day infallibly indicates that the polllae•or 
derivea hill "failiomleaa ability" from the De'Vil. This is 6e 
aame old uaumption in a perfect stale of preservation, lhouth 
iw foundation ill perhape aa questionable u ever. Wbea will 
the era of arbitrary creeds and dogmatic ibeolosy tiYe way IG 
the reign of reuon, and ilie empire of science coepreh­
the nature, powers and destiny of the soul? We will oD1y 
add, if our authorized expounders have gi'l'en us a trae.cJehi.. 
tion of the " unpardonable sin," we can not resist ilia COD1'ic· 
tion, that u is high time for them to pauae aad take ......., 
from their own preaching. 

But we have done. The admission, that the mystic.! phe­
nomena of this age are produced by Spirits of departed 1II8D 

ia a most important one, and since, in this instance, it bean 
the unction of an influential name, it must make its imp.,.._ 
sion on the Protestant churches, though for a time it may peril 
the standing of Mr. Beecher among his brethren. HoweYer, • 
the period may not be long ere the great deaigna of Pro'Videoce· 
shall be made manifest to all. The invisible powers will yet, 
we apprehend, triumphantly vindicate the truth before all aa­
tions, and the gainsayers will be silenced forever. HopiDg 
that what is herein written may serve to commend the Spir-o 
itual Manifestation• to the serious attention of some who haft 
been indiJferent to their claims, the whole subject is now r. 
apectfully aubmitted to the judgment of the reader. 
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