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EXPOSITION,

T he following is a correct copy, verbatim et literatim, of the 
charges (that of the males and females being separate as usual) 
preferred in Hockessin Preparative Meeting, held Sixth month 
3 d, 1852. -

They are ungrammatical in their language, irregular and 
obscure in their construction, and may foreshow, to the intelli­
gent reader, a good picture of the ignorance manifested in the 
whole of the procedures.

They read th u s : “ Hockessin Preparative Meeting informs 
that J .  C. J .  and J . G. J . ,  E. J . ,  and J . J .  G., attend an asso­
ciation called Spiritual Knockers. They admit of music at 
their assemblies, and profess to hold communion with departed 
spirits, and has, for a long time, almost neglected the attendance 
of. our meetings.”

This charge, although ambiguous in its language, and ren­
dered more so by the explanations of those undertaking to treat 
with us upon it, means, we may safely presume,

First, to accuse us with attending the meetings, and identi­
fying ourselves with an association o f persons termed, in ridicule, 
Spiritual Knockers;

Second, that we, in conjunction with said association, admit of 
music at our assemblies, and profess to hold communion with 
departed spirits;

And third, that we have for a long time been neglectful in the 
attendance of meetings.

In regard to the second division of the charge, it may here be 
remarked, that when we denied having advanced in our investi­
gations so far as to be willing to make the profession of commu­
ning with departed spirits, we were told by the committee that 
the charge did not mean us, but that the association made this 
profession. Still it must be evident, we think, to the critical 
reader, that the real inference is as above stated.

Having thus arrived at the true meaning of the several accu­
sations, we proceed to state the facts upon which they were 
founded.

Early in the autumn of the year 1851, a small portion of the 
inhabitants of Hockessin and adjacent parts of Newcastle County, 
Del., through personal observation, the reading of published
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accounts, and various other causes, became interested in deter­
mining the truth or falsity of alleged spiritual manifestations.

In a social consultation, at the house of one of their number, 
it was agreed that they should meet together alternately at each 

.other’s residences, form what is termed a “ Circle,” and endeavor 
to give the subject a fair examination, by fulfilling, as far as 
they were able, the conditions said to be necessary for the 
purpose by those who had pursued the path before them. I t  
may here be proper to explain, briefly, that such a “  circle” is 
formed merely by a number of persons seating themselves 
around a table, sometimes joining their hands to allow of the 
passage of the “ vital-electric current,” so called, and entertaining 
themselves by reading, conversation, appropriate vocal or instru­
mental music, or by silent reflection, as seemed for the time 
most pleasant, the professed object being to cultivate a contented, 
tranquil, harmonious uniting of the minds present in one chan­
nel of thought, such being the conditions considered the most 
favorable for promoting the success of the experiment.

But here let it be distinctly understood, that the persons thus 
associating did not look upon their meetings as being held for 
religious worship, or in any especial religious oapacity, but 
simply for the investigation of natural truths from obvious facts 
and phenomena which they might witness. In obedience to the 
injunction, “ try all things, hold fast to that which is good,”  
they joined in the examination with singleness of purpose, having 
no desire to deceive either themselves or others.

I t  is true that all natural science may be deemed to have, 
in one light, a religious bearing, as revealing to us the laws of 
that great universe “ whose body nature is, and God the soul;” 
but other than in this light, we repeat, the association was not 
a religious one. I t  is true, also, that the persons associated 
were not of those who fear to examine nature, lest they meet 
with something that will overthrow long-cherished opinions, or 
controvert established tru th ; neither were they of those who 
think mankind have attained to that perfection of knowledge, or 
that fruition of happiness, which precludes the acquirement of 
further knowledge, upon which to build hopes of yet greater 
perfection both in wisdom and happiness; but rather were they 
of those who, having full faith in the wisdom and goodness of 
the all-controlling Power, and in the unity and oneness of his 
great creation, have a freedom to investigate, as far as their 
slender powers might suffice, the laws of that creation in which 
the visible and outward appear ever subject to the invisible and 
inward, whether those laws be the laws of matter or the laws of 
mind.
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requires offenders to be dealt with “ in order to the convince- 
ment of his or her understanding,” and it being manifestly im­
possible, for any one, to labor effectively in such a case, unless 
their own minds have a clear conception of the nature of the 
alleged transgression. We are not amongst those who would 
over-estimate the value of mere literary acquirements, but we do 
contend that it becomes a point of duty first to use our natural 
powers in obtaining all the knowledge possible to be acquired 
upon any matter to be judged, whereby the reasoning faculties 
(divinely illumined i f  so be the inquirer is thus favored) may be 
the better able to arrive at a correct judgment. Human know­
ledge, divinely sanctified, is ever preferable to sanctified human 
ignorance. The ancient fable of first putting our own shoulder 
to the wheel and then calling upon Jupiter to assist us, may 
further illustrate our meaning. I t  seems little short of an under­
valuing of gifts already conferred;—a tempting of the Holy 
Spirit, thus blindly to expect the revealing of that judgment for 
which we should first diligently labor as far as in us lies ; a pre­
sumption which is often suffered to be punished, as in the present 
instance, by a mistaken conclusion, drawn from erroneous im­
pressions and prejudices existing in the mind. These views, we 
repeat, appear consistent with common sense and every-day 
practice, with Quakerism and with Christianity; and if more 
frequently reflected upon would prevent many an unwarranted 
assumption of spiritual discernment, which existed only in a per­
verted self-love or a disordered imagination.

Another absurd position taken by at least one of the accusers 
m ight be pointed out in this connexion. In defence of their 
zealous haste in the matter, it was said that “ the very news­
papers cried out against it.” This kind of evidence seems new 
to be adduced as ground of action in the Society of Friends, and 
is, withal, the weakest of the weak. May we not suppose—nay, 
is it  not certain that, in the origin of our Society, had such 
journals been numerous as in this day, they would have teemed 
with the ridicule and denunciations of the interested opposers of 
Quakerism. Would not Christianity itself! and, indeed, has not 
every step in human progress since the world began, been taken 
in despite of bitter opposition ? so much so, that the very oppo­
sition to  a cause is not only strong presumptive evidence in favor 
of its goodness, but, in the degree of bitterness displayed, may be 
found a measure of the final utility of that cause.

A  few weeks subsequent to the above described preliminary 
proceeding, we were informed by the overseers that our cases 
would be taken to the next preparative meeting. Upon inquiry 
by J .  G. J  of one of the informers, what they were going to
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charge us with, he seemed doubtful, but believed it was “ for at­
tending the meetings of this Circle.”  J .  G. J .  replied that him- ■ 
self and wife did not attend them. “ But,” said he, “  you are 
in unity with them.”  “ Yes,” was the answer, “ we are in unity 
with them when they do what we think is right, and in disunity 
when, acccording to our notions, they are wrong;” the meaning 
conveyed being that there was no especial unity or disunity in 
the case, other than under conditions creating unity, to a limited 
extent, with any portion of mankind. -

The accused attended the preparative meeting, at which the 
charges were produced, and explained what parts of them were in­
correct in fact, and why the remainder were partial and contrary 
to the usual practice of the meeting. The preparative meeting 
presented very singular features; the male department consisting 
only of the two overseers or “ accusers,” J .  C. J .  and J . G. J ., 
the two accused, and two other members to judge the case. Of 
the only two members who were neither accusers nor accused, one 
expressed decided opposition to the proceeding as hasty a,nd 
irregular, and the other, though more neutral, showed by his 
language that he also did not approve of the course; notwith­
standing which one of the accusers carried it through, saying that 
nine overseers had decided the case should go on to the monthly 
meeting, and it would have to go; by which it appeared that the 
preparative meeting was to be controlled in its action by a self­
constituted caucus of overseers. The women’s meeting consisted 
of but two members besides the accused parties, who both signi­
fied in the meeting they had nothing to do with the matter, yet 
the charge passed irregularly through in a somewhat similar 
manner. In the meeting, J . G. J . requested an official copy of 
the charge, the. right to which was there expressly acceded, and 
yet no steps were taken either by the preparative or monthly 
meeting to furnish the copy, and he was never able to obtain one 
except indirectly through another person.

We ask particular attention to these proceedings. According 
to the discipline of the Society, the power of forwarding charges 
against members to the monthly meetings for trial, lies only in j 
the preparative meetings, and not in any number of overseers; 
and it is manifestly proper it should be so. The accused, who 
are to be duly notified, have the right of attending those primary 
meetings and advocating their own cause, being present to cor­
rect any false accusations that may appear against them. The 
founders of Friends’ discipline considered it no light matter 
to implicate members, and wisely arranged that they should be 
heard in their own defence before being formally arraigned. In  
this instance, however, nine overseers had decided the matter from
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such, when permitted, to impress properly prepared minds s till 
living on earth, and instil into them a measure of their own spiri­
tual life and knowledge. We contend, therefore, that the idea of 
such impressions is not inconsistent with the belief and profession 
of Quakerism, but is rather an extension—a perfecting of views 
already formed, resulting in an age having the advantage of a ll 
past experience and all present knowledge; and is no more dero­
gatory to the doctrine of impressions from the Holy Spirit, than 
is the reception of counsel from properly prepared ministers 
living in the body.

In  proof that conspicuous members of the Society have held 
communion with departed spirits, or believed in spiritual mani­
festations, we proceed to cite the following relations.

First, an extract from the testimony of Mary Pennington, con­
cerning her deceased husband, Isaac Pennington ("one of the 
greatest writers which the Society has ever produced), dated the 
27th of 2d month, 1680, and prefixed to a volume of his writings 
published the same year:

“  Ah me, he is gone ! he that none exceeded in kindness, in 
tenderness, in love inexpressible to the relation as a wife. Next 
to the love of God in Christ Jesus to my soul, was his love pre­
cious and delightful to me. My bosom, one that was as my 
guide and counsellor, my pleasant companion, my tender sympa­
thizing friend, as near to the sense of my pain, sorrow, grief and 
trouble as it was possible. Yet this great help and benefit is 
gone, and I, a poor worm, a very little one to him, compassed 
about with many infirmitys through mercy, let him go without an 
unadvised word of discontent, or inordinate grief: Nay, further, 
such was the kindness the Lord showed to me in that hour, that 
my spirit ascended with him in that very moment that his spirit 
left his body, and I  saw him safe in his own mansion, and re­
joiced with him, and was at that instant gladder o f it, than ever 
1 was o f enjoying him in the body. A nd  from  this sight my 
spirit returned again to perform my duty to his outward taber­
nacle, to the answer of a good conscience.

“ This testimony to dear J .  P. is from the greatest loser of all 
who had a share in his life.

“  Ma r t  P ennington .”
This quaint but interesting relation is given, it will be perceived, 

by a cotemporary of Fox, and Penn, and others of the founders of 
the Society, and is valuable as showing that it was not at least 
inconsistent with early Quakerism, to profess the possibility of a 
spirit’s being enabled, temporarily, to depart from the earthly 
frame, and enter for a time into the spirit world. I t  is an excel­
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len t illustration of one mode of the modern manifestations, and 
th e  facts of the relation must either be denied or admitted as evi­
dence of the spirit of a living person oommuning with one that 
had finally departed, and entered his prepared mansion.

“ The kindness which the Lord showed unto her in that hour,” 
was the kindness which he has showed unto all in endowing us 
w ith a spiritual nature, “ after his own image,” and capable of 
exercising, under proper conditions, even while on earth, a portion 
o f  its peculiar powers, or of being drawn by strong affinity to 
accompany for a time a loved departing spirit.

To show that it is not altogether “ unquakerish,” to believe in 
th e  outward manifestation of spiritual power and presence, which 
is  another mode of the “ modern mysteries,” we quote briefly 
from an account published by Wm. Howitt, of a haunted house, 
a t  Willington, near New Castle, England, belongingto one Joseph 
Proctor, who is spoken of as a substantial member of the Society 
o f Friends.

The hauntings are represented to consist, at times, of loud 
noises, or heavy blows, as of a pavior’s hammer, on other occa­
sions, of persons walking overthe house, sometimes with a plainly 
to  be perceived bodily form, coming out of a solid wall, and again 
•re-entering. The disturbances mostly occur at night, but occa­
sionally in open day.

Thus speaks Joseph Proctor, in correspondence with a certain 
Dr. Drury, who had visited the place, for the vain purpose of 
being enabled to explain away all the mysteries. I t  is well for 
some of the moderns who make the same fruitless efforts, that 
they do not, like Dr. Drury, have to be carried from the spot, “ in 
an agony of fear and terror.”

“ W illington, 7 mo. 9,1840.

“ R espected F r ien d , E. Drury : Having been at Sunder­
land, I  did not receive thine of the 6th, till yesterday morning. 
I  am glad thou art getting well over the effects of thy unlooked- 
for visitation. I  hold in respect thy bold and manly assertion of 
the truth, in the face of that ridicule and ignorant conceit with 
which that which is called the supernatural, in the present day, 
is usually assailed.

“ I  shall be glad to receive thy detail, in which it will be need­
ful to be very particular in showing that thou couldst not be 
asleep, or attacked by nightmare, or mistake a reflection of the 
candle, as some sagaciously suppose.

“ I  remain, respectfully, thy friend,
“ J osh . P roctor.

“ P. S.—I  have about thirty witnesses to various things which
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we also have seen what “ seems to demonstrate” its reality. 
Consider that this remark is contained in The Friend, the organ 
of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, subjected to the strictest super­
vision and most watchful care that all it contains shall be 
consistent with the doctrines of Friends. This relation and 
these remarks are not known to have been criticised or censured, 
and may therefore be considered as adopted by the Society. 
Where, then, stand we now ? I f  the Society of Friends now 
disown its members for “ professing to hold communion with 
departed spirits,” or for “ advocating the doctrine” of so doing, 
let it show its consistency, by first censuring the memory of 
G-eorge Dillwyn, and avowing its disunity with his statements and 
practice ; and second, by requiring of the compiler, now a mem­
ber, a “ Galilean” recantation of the above expression, or other­
wise disowning him also.

I t  will be observed in the extract last considered, that allusion 
is made to relations in a previous number of “ The Friend” of a 
somewhat similar character, a brief reference to a portion of which 
may not conflict with our present purpose. One is concerning 
the Same George Dillwyn having stated in a public meeting his 
interior perception that a certain woman friend, by name, Susanna 
Horn, had arrived safely in England, her native land, which 
circumstance may be safely set down as an example of the 
exercise of the “ clairvoyant faculty,” or, in other words, a seeing 
by that spiritual sense, through its appropriate medium of sight, 
which we will all fully exercise and understand when our spirits 
burst their “ cerements,” and need no longer to use the bodily 
organs of perception.

Another relates how a certain minister, by name Martha 
Routh, was enabled to perceive, when absent from home, of the 
death by drowning of a near member of her family, and unto 
whom the voice was, “ Be not over much troubled; he is taken 
from the evil to come, and is entered into rest and peace.” We 
agree with the compiler in this instance also, which is evidently 
“ somewhat akin to Jacob Lindley’s visit,”  and further demon­
strative of “ the reality of spiritual intercourse;”  the comforting 
assurance alluded to being no doubt a genuine impression from 
an exalted spiritual intelligence.

We are aware of the cry that is raised, that these were holy 
men and holy women, unto whom such things were miraculously 
revealed by the Omnipotent M ind; that it is not for the common 
herd to be thus favored. We are aware, also, of the use that, 
through ignorance, is made of suoh occurrences by leading 
members of Friends’ Society, first to enslave their own minds, 
and then the minds of their younger members, by an undefined 
and superstitious dread, that tends to stifle free thought and free
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either ran wild in the excess of ignorant and superstitious cre­
dulity, or discarded them altogether, and sunk into the opposite 
extreme of cold and hopeless materialism. We trust now, how­
ever, that the time is fast approaching when, in the words of a 
modern writer, “  The contemptuous scepticism of the last age is 
yielding to a more humble spirit of inquiry,” and as Beattie 
beautifully expresses—

“ Reason now through Nature, Time, and Space,
Barts the keen lustre of her serious eye;

And learns from facts compared the laws to trace,
Whose long progression leads to Deity.”

Regarding the subject, then, as the result of laws inherent in 
the constitution of the world, discovered and developed as the 
minds of men are prepared to be benefitted by them, we think 
there may be perceived in their unfoldings, when fully realized, 
the banishing from earth of many dark and gloomy superstitions; 
the reconciling of many “ truths hard to be understood;” the 
confirming of the sceptical in a rational faith in the soul’s im­
mortality ; the uniting of mankind in more perfect harmony, and 
the hastening of the day when “ the sword shall be beaten into 
the ploughshare, and the spear into the pruning hook,” and man 
knowing more perfectly his own nature and his own destiny, will 
be enabled the better to fulfil it in accordance with the laws of 
his being, to his own great gain, and to the glorifying of his 
Maker. . .

We stand accountable, therefore, in our original position of 
free, scientific investigators of natural tru ths; accountable unto 
God and ourselves for the just use of the faculties which he has 
given; accountable unto our fellow-men so far that we are bound 
to share with them whatever of truth we may glean from the 
great harvest-field. And here allow us to add, in conclusion, to 
all who may chance to read these pages, especially to the younger 
members of our Society : pursue, we entreat you, the same free 
course ; look not, alone, to the withered stubble-field of ages past, 
whose fruit, mete for the day of its growth, hath long since been 
garnered; but cultivate assiduously, also, the green corn of the 
present, neglecting not the ears that are ripe and ready for the 
gathering.

Truth’s unbroken field is also before you; put your hands to 
the plough; look not back, but, with a steady eye to the un­
turned furrow, press forward with faith and hope, and ye will in 
due time reap an abundant harvest.

J .  C. J ackson,
J .  G. J ackson,
E. J ackson,
J .  J .  GRIFFITH.
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