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INTRODUCTORY NOTE.

I mave but a brief word to say in explanation of the following pages.
Having a large cirele of friends, especially among the ministers of the denomina-
tion to which I belong, it is but a natural wish on my part to impart to them some
of the light I have received on a highly important subject of enquiry.

The claim is that spirvitual beings — those who have left the material body for
the spivit life — are now permitted, not only to hover around us as the minister-
ing spivits of God’s love, but also, by means of certain sensible phenomena easily
understood by those who have given to the subject a due degree of attention, are
able to hold frequent and familiar intercourse with those in the body.

It will be readily conceded, I think, that if there is any fruth in this claim, it
assumes at once a highly religious character, and hence it comes within the
especial sphere of those whose voeation it is to study and impart religious truth
and spiritual influence. And hence my anxiety to bring a snbject, which has so
deeply interested me during an investigation extending through nemly a year,
before my Dbrethren of the Christian ministry. 1 at first songht to do this
through the leading religious journal of our body, but my attempt was decmed
inconsistent with the character and purpose of that journal. The comrse I have
now adopted seemed the most feasible and efficient one that then remained to
me. 'T'he result is now before my friends, and it remains to be seen how it will
be received. I am fully conscious, however, that the claim get up will be utterly
denied and scoffed at by some, and I can casily imagine the smile of devision, or
perhaps the frown of contempt, that will rest upon the brow of many a friend
and ministerial brother of mine, when my subject is thus brought gravely forward
for defence by onc who, for the last ten years, has been accustomed to stand up as
a teacher of religious trath. I can only ask and hope that such will have the
firmness and patience to hear me through before they press a sweeping denuncia-
tion against my present position. Others there are, and not « few, 1 think, amoug
that class of Christians with whom I have been accustomed more immediately to
associate, who keep their minds open to all sincere claims of new truth, however
strange and startling ; and who will read with pleasure and candor the statement
of parsonaf observation and experience, that forms the substance of these pages.
It is the thought of this class which, more than all else, hag encouraged me to
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co on with my attempt, feeling that with such, at least, my efforts will not be
wholly in vain. |

There is still another clags — many of these also brother ministers — who, like
myself, have looked into this subject with some good degree of thoroughness, until
they have discovered bencath much mistake, much error and extravagance,
mingled perhaps with some deception —the gleams of a most beauntiful and
precious truth. These friends will not, I think, regret to find that another has
underfaken what, from various caunses, they have not felt called upon to do. I
have found the subject so extensive, even in that pavt only that has heen brought
heneath my own especial notice —that in order to avoid undue length, I have
been obliged to study great brevity, often as I fear at the expense of sacrificing, in
some degree, the full understanding and force of the facts stated ; whilst I have
been compelled, for the same reason, to resist the temptation constantly before me
of entering more fully into the argument for the defence of my present position,
and also of answering some of those objections that are now afloat in the popular
mmind — the most of which are very easily disposed of by one who is in any
considerable degree acgnainted with the subject. Vo all who would like to see
the whole subject ably and candidly treated, I would recommend a recent work
entitled ¢ Spirit Manifestations,” by Rev. Adin Bullen, of Hopedale, Mass.

H: B
Montague, Mass., November, 1852,



INUDIDENTS

OF

PERSONAL EXPERIENCHE.

THE undersigned takes the liberty of submitting to his friends
generally, and to his brethren of the Christian ministry especially,
the followmg statement of facts in regard to a subject of singular
and striking interest. I allude to the new developement of our
day, generally known as ¢ Spiritual Manifestations.” It is now
nearly a year sinte my first experience in this matter, and during
the most of thig time, I have been deeply interested, and making
earnest efforts at investigation. The result is, that I now find
myself a firm believer in the reality of this new mode of spiritual
intercourse. I do not, of course, mean that I believe in all the
claims that have been advanced, of this character; on the con-
trary, I am of the opmmion that much which purports to come
from unseen minds, does in reality come, either partly or wholly,
from minds in the body. DBut what I mean to express as my
present belief, 1s #/zs : that under favorable circumstances, genuine
communications thus come from minds now existing in the gpiritual
body. And furthermore, I believe that with due attention and
study, this subject may become so well understood, that such
spiritual communications can be fully relied npon, and be made a
most important means of the world’s enlightenment and moral
elevation. I am very sure that this, my belief, has not
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come from any especial tendency toward a love of the
marvellous, nor from any natural leaning toward a blind credulity.
On the contrary, as my most intimate friends will bear me witness,
I am by nature, strongly inclined in the opposite direction— so
much so, that in early life T was for a long time a decided skeptic
in regard to the generally received faith of the Christian world.
Neither do I think that my conviction has come from a careless
- and hasty investigation. During most of the time since I became
interested in the subject, my situation has been quite favorable for
a thorough and candid investigation, Iispecially was this the
case during a residence of about three weeks in the family of a
friend and relative. Iere was a very good medium, and one i
whom I had good reasons for putting implicit confidence. During
my stay in this family, every facility was afforded me for a
searching investigation. Not a day passed, without affording me
the opportunity of trying experiments, in such ways as were most
satisfactory to my own mind. Often my communicationy were
recelved whilst no other person was present, but the medium and
myself. Indeed, some of my most striking tests were angwered
while I was thus alone with the medium. And here I might as
well say, as another important preliminary remark, that most of
the incidents which 1 shall now relate, occurred in private families,
with whom I was more or less acquainted, and in whom I had
that degree of confidence, which seemed to preclude the suspicion
of deception. In several instances the medium power has been
discovered and developed by myself, in families who have been
previously almost wholly unacquainted with the subject. Also, I
wish to remind my readers, that these incidents are mostly of 2y
own experience, and to state, that those which form the exceptions
to this statement, are such as can be sustained by testimony which
to my mind is fully reliable. T trugt that it will appear in the
end, that it has been only from the force of facts, too obvious to
be demed, and too stubborn to be passed over with impunity, that
I have been led to adopt my present new and most happy faith.

I now proceed to give the promised sketch of my personal
experience. Af first, my mind was strongly repelled from having
any thing to do with the matter. I had, it is true, many of my
most intimate and dear friends in the spirit world, but I could not
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possibly think that they would have any thing to do with such
manifestations as I then supposed these to be. It was, I think,
mainly from a sense of duty — mingled, perhaps, with a Zitle
curiosity —that I was at first induced to improve a favorable
opportunity to see something of the new wonder. But, as I can
now plainly see, my mind was far from being in a proper condi-
tlon for a fmir investigation. Hence, like many others whose
attempts I have since witnessed, I was excessively critical and
captious in my attempts to expose the matter ; for I had then no
thoughts of becoming a believer.

My first tests were mot very satisfactorily answered — the
reasons of which I can now well understand—and I went
away with my skepticism confirmed, rather than removed, and
with the comfortable feeling that I had performed an unpleasant
duty, and that I could now, with a fair conscience, speak of the
whole matter as either an undoubted delusion, or a gross mposi-
tion. Several weeks elapsed in this state of mind, during which,
like many others of a similar experience, I was not slow to speak,
and with great confidence, of what I had witnessed, and the
consequent conviction — or rather, ag I should now say, of my
wilful self-confirmation in a previous prejudice.

It was in this state of mind that I made the visit in my friend’s
family already noticed, and it was there that L first became
seriously interested in the enquiry, and at length deeply impressed
with the probable reality of the alleged new method of spirit
intercourse. It was not, however, until after several days of
constant experiment, nor until the patience of my friends, who
were already firm believers, was nearly exhausted, that I began
to show signs of relenting in my obstinate skepticism. But from
that down to the present time, during my steady efforts at inves-
tigation, the evidence has been constantly accumulating, until ab
length I am as firmly convinced upon #/7s as upon almost any
other article of my faith.

I will now glance briefly at some of the more remarkable
incidents of my experience during this period of my inves-
tigation :

I will first speak of those which tend more especially to
illustrate the character of the material gounds and movements,
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and to show that they are not caused by the conscious power of
persons in the body. These consist mainly of the followmg : —

1. Clertain movements of chairs, tables, and other articles of a
similar character, in answer to the requests, oral or mental, of
persons present; or, as 18 often the case, without any such
request, but wholly unexpected to all. Or, still more frequently,
those movements oceur ag a response to a calling of the alphabet,
for the purpose of spelling out messages from some invisible
presence. In this way I have set for hours together, with no one
but myself and a good, reliable medium present, and with a
common-sized light-stand between us, one hand of the medium
upon the gtand would be amply sufficient to give it a power which
T could not wholly resist with bot% of mine in my sitting posture.
I have then requested the medium to put both her hands on also,
and to try to help me hold the stand. This was, as I doubt
not, attempted in good faith, but it did not scem to make
the least difference; the power exerted seemed fully equal to
what it was before. It appeared that another will had glided 1n,
and taken the full control of her own powers for the time — a will
and power which were more than equal to mine, when seated
ag above.

With the same medium, and similarly situated — with one hand
upon the stand, one leaf of which was up — in emphatic answer
to a question, I have seen the stand move with such a sudden and
powerful Impulse, ag to be thrown upon the floor with a force
sufticient to split the top almost  entirely asunder! I have also,
ab other times, witnessed a power exerted in this way, fully equal
to the ordinary exertions of a strong and healthy man. The
most remarkable instance of this kind within the limits of my
own experience, was the following. With myself sitting in a
common chair, my feet being entirely off the floor — a large-sized
Lightstand in front of me, with the medium’s hands resting lightly
on the top — the invisible power exerted was sufficient to shove
me along some five or six feet, on a carpeted floor, This took
plfwe at the house of a friend, in the presence of several
witnesses, among whom was a teacher of long established and
excellent repute, who had never seen anything of the kind before,
and who expressed his astonishment in words like these: Do
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you call that simple electricity ! You might as well say that a
mouse bores the Hoosac tunnel.” In all these movements, it
should be remembered, there were constant and striking manifesta-
tions of an invisible intelligence, which when properly consulted,
would tell by whom and for what purpose the hidden force
was exerted.

The most striking facts which I have received on the testimony
of others, upon the point now under consideration, are stated in
the following card, which appeared in the Springfield Republican
some time last Spring. I copy it entire, with the single remark,
that the individuals who have given this frank and honorable
expression of their honest convictions, are, as I am told, gentlemen
of regpectable standing and undoubted veracity. The clear testi-
mony of any one of them would doubtless be suflicient to establish
a fact of the most important bearing in any of our courts of law,
even 1f 1t involved the life of a human being.

| From the Springfield Republican.]
THE MODERN WONDER. — A MANIFESTO.

The undersigned, from a sense of justice to the parties referred
to, very cordially bear testimony to the occurrence of the follow-
ing facts, which we severally witnessed at the house of Rufus
Elmer, in Springfield, on the evening of the 5Hth inst. : —

1. The table was moved in every possible direction, and with
areat force, when we could not perceive any cause of motion.

2. It (the table) was forced against each one of us so power-
fully as to move us from our positions, together with the chairs we
occupied, in all, several feet.

3. Mr. Wells and Mr. Edwards took hold of the table 1n such
a manner as to exert their strength to the best advantage, but
found the invisible power exercised in an opposite direction to be
quite equal to their utmost efforts. .

4, In two instances, at least, while the hands of all the
members of the circle were placed on the top of the table, and
while no visible power was employed to raise the table, or other-

wige move it from its position, it was seen to rise clear of the
2 _

ek



10

floor, and to float in the atmosphere for several seconds, as i
sustained by some denser medium than air.

5. Mr. Wells seated himself on the table, which was rocked for
some time with great violence, and at length it poised itsell on
two legs, and remained in this position for some thirty scconds,
when no other person was in contact with the table. |

6. Three persons, Messrs. Wells, Bliss, and Edwards, assumed
positions on the table at the same time, and while thus seated, tho
table ‘was moved in various directions. |

7. Occasionally we were made conscious of the occurrence of
a powerful shock, which produced a vibratory motion of the floor
~of the apartment in which we were seated; it seemed like the
motion occasioned by distant thunder, or the fiving of ordnance
far away, causing the tableg, chairs, and other inanimate objects,
and all of us, to tremble in such a manner that the eflects were
both seen and felt.

8. In the whole exhibition, which was far more diversified than
the foregoing specification would indicate, we were constramed to
admit that there was an almost congtant manifestation of some
intelligence which seemed, at least, to be independent of the
circle.

In conclusion, we may .observe, that D. D. Hume, the medium,
frequently urged ns to hold hig hands and feet. Dwring these
ocecurrences the room was well lighted, the lamp was frequently
placed on and under the table, and every possible opportunity was
afforded us for the closest msgpection, and we submit this one

emphatic declavation: We know that we are not imposed wupon
nor deceed.

WM. BRYANT,

B. K. BLISS,
WM. EDWARDS,
DAVID A. WELLS.

I may add, that since the above oceurrences, this same medium,
ag I have it on good authority, hag heen raised entively from the

Jloor, and held in a suspended position by the same kind of
invisible power !
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2. The sounds, or ‘“rappings,” as they are usually called.
These are certainly very peculiar, and most persons who hear
them readily admit that they are different from any thing they
have ever heard before. I hayve heard them, from the most
slight and refined vibrations up to a sound as loud as that of the
common, neighborly knock at a friend’s door. I will give the
following incidents upon this point. On one occasion, I called
upon a family of my present congregation, who had as yet known
but little, or nothing, concerning these manifestations. They,
however, seemed inclined to look into the subject, and as usual in
such cases, I signified my willingness to help them. On adopting
proper means, it was soon apparent, that there were two good
mediums in the family; and on the evening of our first trial,
we had not only the table movements, but also the raps, so
distinct that we were able to establish the usual affirmative and
negative signals, and to communicate by questions and answers,
and also by using the alphabet. All this was much to the aston-
ishment of the family, especially the mediums, who manifested
their surprise in & manner not to be misunderstood. Subsequently,
in the same family, I witnessed a thorough trial to detect the
origin of these sounds. The investigator was an intelligent
relative of the family, who was a decided skeptic upon the sub-
ject; the result was that he was compelled to admit that the
sounds were not caused by any person wisibly present. Af
another time, with a good and well-developed medinm, and some
three or four otherg, sitting around a table in the middle of an
ordinary sized parlor, we were surprised to hear the sounds
commence on a side table, fully up against the wall of the room.
Presently they were heard upon the floor, and finally, at our
request, they were made distinctly upon the table before us. On
another occasion, whilst sitting in a room with a good trance
medium, one other person only being present, the medium was
suddenly entranced, whilst sitting upon a sofa with no object
before her. With my own hands, I took a small stand aud set it
in front of her, she in the meanwhile remaining perfectly quiet,
and the stand not coming in contact with her. Within the space'
of perhaps half a minute, the raps came distinctly upen the top
of the stand, and I went on to ask questions and receive commu-
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nications. Another instance of a somewhat striking character
occurred ab a public lecture, It happened that I sat next to a
powerful medium, and as soon as the lecture was commenced, the

responsive sounds were heard upon the floor beneath our feet, so
~ loud as to attract the attention of some who sat at the distance of
some twenty or thirty feet, notwithstanding the sound of the
speaker’s voice, and the uwanal disturbances of a large audience.
I give the following incident, as nearly as 1 can recolleet if, {rom
the publiched statement of Mr. Rufus Elmer, of Springfield,
Mass. One of the Telegraph operators of that place entered a
room in which was in segsion a circle for receiving the manifesta-
tions. Ie took his seat ouiside of the circle, and presently made
a mental veguest something like this: that if the spint of a
certain young man, to whom he had formerly taught the tele-
oraphic art, was present, he shonld like to have some ntimation
of the fact. Immediately the sounds upon the table were changed
into an exact imitation of the usual telegraphic call on Springfield.
In some surprse, and thinking that this might possibly be from
aceident or the force of imagination, he asked for further proof,
still mentally, when the telezraphic calls upon Hartford,
New York, and other places, were given in quick succession !
All this while, the company at the table, being wholly
unconscious of these mental requests of their visitor, were quite

at a loss to know what was intended by these new and
peculiar sounds,

9. The other of the three classes of material phenomena thatb
have been brought especially under my notice, is the writing
movement, Including the preparatory exercise. Some few are
natural medms for writing, and require none of this preparvatory
exercise. But with most persons the ease is different, and I have
witnessed some instances of singular involuntary action on the
part of those who were under spirlt training for this order of
the medium office. Sometimes the hand i made to move very
slowly ab first, and thus the result gradually assumes the shape
of wnting; bubt generally there is quite a violent and long
continued exercise of the hand and arm, before the work of prep-
aration 18 completed. I have witnessed many instances of this
kind of preparatory exercise, but as there has not been much
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variety, I shall not multiply illustrations of this character. Onme
only perhaps will suffice. Two ladies, both respectable school-
teachers, were present, one of whom had heen for some time
undergoing this kind of discipline. On this occcasion, her hand
wag seized as usual, and made to move in various fantastic ways,
much to the amusemcnt of the other lady, who was almost wholly
unacquainted with these spirit manifestations. " But on putting Zer
hands on the table, she found, much to her astonishment, that ¢hey
aleo began to move in a similar manner! After a while, the first
named lady complained of being tired, upon which I courteously
requested the spivit to let her rest for a while, when her hand
immediately became quiet. Presently, however, she happened to
remark, that she felt quite rested, when her hand was instantane-
ously again seized, and the violent exercise resumed! I will
mention another instance, of a somewhat different and more
Stliking character. In this, the preparatory discipline was carried
on in a summary manner. The hand and arm were immedi-
ately penetrated by sharp, shooting pains, too severe almost to be
borne. It was mnot, I think, more than fifteen minutes
from the time the person first put her hand upon the table, before
¢t, with the whole arm, became completely paralyzed, so far as
she herself was concerned. She could not move 1t in the least,

yet it was quite readily moved by the snwsible mtelligence, and
a, very near approach was thus made toward actual writing during
thig first brief trial. When requested by myself, lmnwer, the
gpirit would move the hand and arm in almost any direction, and
when at length the desire was expressed, the powers were quickly
restored to their natural condition.

I will now glance at some of the incidents of my experience,
which go to show more especially the character and action of those
unmistakeable manifestations of mind, that have formed by far
the most interesting part of these efforts at mvestigation. No
one who has paid even the slightest attention to this matter, can
help seeing that there 18 mand, and often of the most decisive
character, at work behind these phenomena. The only, the all-
smportant enquiry 1s, do these sure signs of intellect come from
minds ¢n or out of the body ? I will leave 1t for my friends to
judge what in this respect, i3 the bearing of the following facts.
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I have probably received in all communications purporting to
come from spirits enough to fill an ordinary sized volume of from
one to two hundred pages. These have exhibited a great
variety as to the style and substance of the compositions, from the
simple and touching language of childhood, up to the earnest and
elevated productions of the educated Christian philanthropist.
The distingnishing characteristics of most of these have been
their elevated tone of thought and feeling, and their faithfulness
in rebuke, blended with a gentle and loving spirit. Also, there
have heen constantly manifested the true signs of sympathy, when
the circumstances were such as to justify this feeling. 1L speak,
be it remembered, of my own experience only; I know that in
other instances communications have heen received of a very
different character — a difference which I think might easily be
accounted for, at least to a very great extent. In my own case,
however, I have known but few exceptions to the above statement.
In one Instance L was present, when there was a depth of religions
feeling manifested in a little circle, whilst receiving the earnest
and touching appeals of an invisible friend, which 1 have seldom,
if ever, known to be equalled, in the whole course of my experience
as a Christian teacher. 1 should like much to transeribe from my
notes a sketch of that evening’s exercises, all of which were of a
decidedly religious character, but the reasonable limits of an addresg
like this will not permit of it, nor indeed of any extracts from the
abundance of communications which I have in my possession.
Thig variety in the character of the communications was strik-
ingly exhibited in what was received in the family already spoken
of, and where the messages were all received through the game
medium, In fact, my notes of what took place there seem to
exhibit many of the characteristics of a regular drama, with some
ten or twelve tnvisible actors, whose characters are well sustained
throughout.

I have frequently witnessed great firmness on the part of the
mvisible presence. It is true, that they will generally conform to
all reasonable requests made by those communicating with them ;
but mn several instances, wherein I am very sure there was no
msinceriby on the part of the very few friends present, and when
all, the medium ineluded, were anxious to obtain certain responses,
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the result has been an entire failure, the will of the invisible
mtelligence fully outmastering the combihed wills of those in the
body, and remaining firm to what was deemed reasonable and
right by the former. One thing that has struck me quite forcibly
m the course of my investigations, has been the frequent occur-
rence of mcidents like thts @+ A circle of firm believers in the
reality of this mode of spiritual intercourse would be sitting,
engaged 1n spelling out megsages from some unseen friend, either
with the movements of the table, or with the raps in response.
In such cases, there being no skeptical person present to stumble
ab such a course of action, it is quite common for each one of the
company to aid the somewhat tedious process by trying to conjec-
ture the partly gpelled word. Sometimes this would work very
well, the word when rightly chosen being always confirmed by
the well understood affirmative signal. But often has it happened,
that no one present was able to think of the right word, and we
have been obliged to await the further unfolding of the communi-
cation ag dictated by the invisible presence. Frequently I have
witnegsed the most obvious marks of surprise exhibited by the
whole company, the medium included, at some striking and unex-
pected turn of the message; also repeated instances, when the
whole company have, for a time, mistaken the meaning of what
was being received, and have, perhaps, been led mto a complete
puzzle, from which it has taken some time and attention to become
freed, when there have sometimes followed very obvious signs of
rejoicing on the part of the spirit communicating. One case of
this kind occurred when I was entirely alone with a medium in
whom I had full confidlence. We both mistook the middle for the
close of a sentence, and being somewhat surprised at the import
conveyed, we paused for some time, asking questions, &e. We
did not understand precisely the difficulty, however, until we
resumed our usual method, when the rest of the sentence was
added, and a meaning presented wholly different from our first
impressions, and perfectly consistent with what had previously
been rececived from the same spirit, who was an intimate friend of
my own. This instance, occurring as it did when 1 was wholly
alone with a reliable medium, did much toward convincing me,
that there was another mind present beside those in the body, and
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to whoge guiding influence I was indebted for the strikingly
characteristic message I then received. On two Instances ab
least, I have received communications for some time after the
medium was so far in a nabtural sleep, as to be obviously uncon-
scious of what was taking place around her. These were when
using the alphabet, with the movements of the table in response.
As the drowsy state came on, the motions became more slight,
until at length, when sleep had fairly overcome her, and the
muscles of the arm were wholly relaxed, the movements entirely
ceased, and we could of course proceed no further. The clearness
of the communication, however, was not impaired in the least, so
long as the motions of the table continued perceptible.

Frequently, and for a long time in succession, I have seen &
medinm engaged in private intercourse with some spirit friend,
— the questions being asked mentally, and answered by the
usual mode of response. This intercourse has at times appeared
to be perfectly absorbing, giving generally, but not always, great
~delight. The exceptions in such cases have been, perhaps, when
some request has been denied, or some rebuke administered.

I may as well speak, in this connection, of the well established
fact, that mental questions are invariably — with a true medium —
answered with equal facility with those which are putin audible words.
In order to this, however, it is absolutely necessary that the mental
operation be distinet and clear to the perception of the spirit com-
municating, — otherwise, mistakes are sure to follow. This dan-
ger may he avoided by having the questions written out at the
time, and then the mental movement will he of such a character
as can be clearly perceived by the invisible person who is expected
to answer 1t. I have seen this fact tested in a great variety of
cases, besides my own repeated personal experiments, and so
strikingly correct on some occasions, have the questions put in
this way been answered, that I have known a person of an honest
open mind to be convinced of the reality of the intercourse by
the very first evening’s experience.

Closely related to the above, has been another form of experi-
ment that I have witnessed on two occasions. In these, the eyes
and ears of the medium have been effectually closed, and while in
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this condition, questions have been put, or requests made, in a
low tone of voice, so that the medium must have been entirely
ignorant of what was done or said. And yet our tests have heen
answered equally well as when the medium could hear the ques-
tion, or the calling of the alphabet.

On one oceasion, with a good rapping medium and myself only,
present, I received a beautiful and touching message from a near
friend now in the spirit world, in the following manner. The
medium sab at one end of an ordinary sized parlor table, engaged
m sewing. My position was at the opposite end, with an alphabet
card in my hand, turned up ftoward myself. With my pencil I
passed rapidly and silently over the card, and when the right
letter was reached, very clear and loud raps came almost dir ecﬂy
beneath my hand !

I will close this part of my subject by stating the fact, that
with only myself and another friend present, with a rehable
medium — neither of us having any poetic turn of mind — some
touching and beautiful lines of poetry were received ; lines which,
i the opinion of some well qualified to judge, would do no dis-
credit to our first English poets. Tor the last six months I have
made diligent efforts to find out the origin of these lines, but as
yet I have been unable to trace them to any earthly source, or
even to find a person who had previously seen them.

The last incident oceurred while the medium was in what is
called a ¢ trance,” — a state which may perhaps be properly
designated as a spirit clairvoyance. And this reminds me
that there is yet another phase of the medium office, with which
I have been somewhat familiar, but concerning which 1 have as
yet said nothing. Indeed, there are several other modes of
communicating with which I have become slightly acquainted, but
which I shall be obliged to pass wholly over in this hasty review
of ‘the subject. I must, however, add a few words in regard to
the trance condition. 7is seems to be an extension of the
common clairvoyant condition into the regions of spirit existence,
and to be induced by spirit power, acting, as1s probable, in &
manner somewhat analogous to that in which the common clair-
voyant state is induced by persons in the body. At all events, no
vistble agency i3 employed to entrance the subject, but the claimm
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ig, that this is done through the power of the same intelligence
whose purpose it is to communicate. When fairly in the condition,
the spiritual vision seems to be opened and those in the
spiritual body who come near to communicate, ave clearly seen
and accurately described, so that they can generally be recog-
nized by their friends. In addition to the modes already
deseribed, communications are then #mpressed upon the mind of
the medlum, andl spoken through the usual vocal organs of the
medium ; or, sometimes, as in the case of the poetic communica-
tion just noticed, they are chanted with a sweetness of tome
peculiar to that condition. With a good medium, this trance
state ig, I think, the most interesting and impressive of all the
different modes of communicating. In my own experience, hours
wpon hours have glided swiftly by whilst I have listened to the
agtonishing things that have thus been brought before me of spirit
thought and spirib form. 1 have known others to be similarly
absorbed far wnto the hours of night, — persons who, whatever
may he thought of myself, would not be very readily suspected
of self-delusion. Some fouching scenes, also, I have witnessed of
this character. On one occagion, in the family of a friend, who
hac previously seen nothing of the kind, a medium, who knew
nothing of the history of the family, was entranced, and described
the invisible friends of the family in a manner so lifeike, and the
messages received were so affectionate and characteristic, that all
were immediately overcome, even unto tears.

Such are some of the incidents of my experience in what I
have had to do with this most interesting subject of enquiry. I
do by no means intend to imply that @/l my experiments have
resulted thussatisfactorily. On the contrary, it is but fair to say,
that I have witnessed many failures, no little extravagance, and
once some ceception. This other view of the subject comes as a
natural consequence of the novelty, the strangeness, and intrinsic
difficulties of the subject, and does not, I think, seriously invali-
date the reality and importance of that which bears the striking
marks of genuineness.  Still, if it be thought by any, that, in the
ardor of my present firm belief, I have given too high a coloring
to the favorable view of the subject, I ask them also, as a simple
matter of justice to the whole matter in question, to leave room in

¥
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their minds for the considerations which follow. 1. That the
weight of proof, as it rests in the mind of the personal investigator,
18 greatly increased by innumerable little incidental occurrences,
which 1t 1s wholly impossible to notice in an article like this, — the
Jull force of which cannot indeed be conveyed at all excepting to
the mind of an actual observer. And yet, to my mind, some of
these trifling incidents have been, perhaps, the most striking of
all the manifestations of a present intellicence heyond the visible
circle ; at all events, when taken in connection for weeks and
‘months together, they form a weighty proof of the reality and
trushfulness of the claim advanced. 2. I would suggest for the
consideration of my readers, what might reasonably be expected
from the nature of the case, that much of my experience has
been of a character too strictly and peculiarly personal, — too
sacred 1 might say, — to permit of its being laid fully open to the
public gaze. DBub this much I will say, that if almost any one
whose eyes may fall upon these pages, and who, like myself, has
many loved ones in that spirit home, had been blessed with such
real, wwmistakeable tokens of the invisible presence and sympathy
of those same living friends as I have been-— that person could
nob, I think, long seriously doubt of the reality of the beautiful
and most happy experience. At any rate, the most striking and
convineing proofs have come fo me in this way. #

It does not enter within my present design to discuss at length the
reasonableness of the claim thus advanced, nor to answer the objec-
tions that have been urged against it ; many of these, however, are
the mere cavils of ignorance and inattention to the subject. My aim
lias been rather to present a statement made up mainly of the facts
of my own experience, to the end that thoughtful and candid
persons who have not had my opportunities for personal investiga-
tion, might make a just use of these facts in the formation of
their own individual opinions. I am wnwilling, however, to close
without expressing a few of the most obvious .and important
thoughts of my own mind in its present relation to the subject
under consideration. The length, however, which this article has
already reached, admonishes me to be brief. '

It will be seen that there are bub Zwo 1mportant steps m this
investigation. The first question to be decided is, do the material

&
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movements and sounds come from the agency of persons in the
Endy? If not, they must, at least, come from some subtle and
active ageney not yet well understood. And perhaps it might do
to assign the whole matter over to electricity, magnetism, mes-
merism, or to some other power almost, if not equally mysterious
with the asserted agency of invisible spirits, — were ¢t not for one
insurmountable difficulty. 1 allude to the unquestionable fact
that the singular phenomena in question are not impulsive and
blind in their action ; on the contrary, they convey, in the most
clear and decisive manner, the manifestations of mind. The
electric telegraph, with all its wondrous power, cannot convey one
line even of connected thought without an intelligent mind to
guide 1t.  Nor 13 1t possible for electricibty in any other form, or
any other element, however subtle, to do the same thing without
a similar help. This must.be admitted by all. Bub it so happens
that connected messages do come through these phenomena, —
messages, some of them atleast, of far more striking import than
any that come through the agency of the electric telegraph.
Now, whence come these messages ? This i1s the other and the
decisive question. For if it be satisfactorily proved, that they do
not come from the minds of those visibly present, then they must
come from invisible minds, and this is the sum and substance of
the claim advanced. I ask my readers to bring the incidents
already noticed, and others that may come to their knowledge,
to these two decisive points of the enquiry. If my friends will
but do this faithfully and candidly, I cannot but think that they
will find sufficient cause for being somewhat impressed with the
probability, at least, that these may indeed be spiritual manifes-
tations. Not that I am so sanguine as to suppose, that, with
many, absolute conviction will follow such a course of reasoning,
for, judging from my own experience, I do not thinlk it very likely
that many will be decidedly eonvinced, without the opportunity,
to some extent, of personal obsew&tmn and 1nvestigation. Still,
a tram of thought like that just suggested, may do much to pre-
pare the way for a fair and earnest pemonal effort after the truth
upon the subject.

For my part, I cannot understand the extreme reluctance
felt by most persons agamst admitting the claim to speritual
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agency mn these manifestations. The clags which I have more
especially in mind, have, for a long time, been accustomed
to admit the virtual presence and silent agency of departed spirits ;
and yet, when at length a claim, certainly not wholly without
rational support, 1s advanced, that a mode has at length been
permitted of a sensible manifestation of that presence, almogt any
evasion ~— almost any absurdity, eveh, — is resorted to, rather than
admit the full and natural force of the facts. Take, for instance,
the following case — authenticated beyond reasonable doubt. In
a highly respectable family of Charlestown, Mass., an ignorant
Irish girl, who could neither read nor write, was accidentally
discovered to be a medium. A pen was put into her hand, when
written communications were readily given through her, in their
usnal variety and striking import. I have been informed, that
other simular developements have been witnessed in young children
who had nob yet begun to learn the art of writing. Now, how is
this fact to be accounted for? ©Shall we, after the manner of
some, maintain that through an extraordinary power of will, aided
by some mysterious mesmeric connection between some one of the
visible company present and the medium, the message and the
controlling power to write 1t were both given? shall we do all
this, and yet receive with a sneer the claim that an wnwvisible will
and power, which, from the nature of the case, can come into a
vastly more close contact with the acting agent, can do the same
thing ¢ Is sueh a course an indication of true wisdom and
candor ! And yet the man who attempts to account for the host
of stubborn facts now of daily occurrence, without admitting the
claim of gpirvitual agency, will often find himsell m a position
scarcely less absurd than this. The fact that the force and the
intellicence in such cases are nvisible to our mortal vision, cannot
surely long perplex minds of ovdinary information, for 1s 1t not a
well established fact in nature, that all the most striking manifes-
tations of intelligence and power, are also from mwisible
sources 7

The strangeness of the whole subject of this inter-communication
of visible and invisible beings by material means,is a difficulty over
which many seem to stumble. But it may well be doubted
whether this ig a becoming state of mind in persons living in this
19th century — this perfect age ol wonders.  Surely, when such
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striking developements are congtantly taking place in the material
world around us, it ought not to be thought so very strange, when
something of a similar chavacter is discerned upon the borders of
the spirit existence. On the contrary, it is but reasonable to
expect, that the manifestations from that unseen life would be far
more mysterious than any, even the greatest wonder of an earthly
nature. And yet, placing the two side by side, and striving to
look at them impartially, even as if the claims had been advanced
simultaneously — which i1s the more wonderful, and Intrinsically
incredible, the thought of holding iunstantaneous communication
with my friend thousands of miles distant on this earth, or, with
my friend who may be very near me, though in the spuritual
instead of the natwral body ? Let each one decide this question
for himself; to me the cases scem very similar, and in their
haracter about equally credible, and 1 am decidedly of

infrinsic ¢h
the opinion, that twenty years ago L should have had the general
consent of mankind to the justness of my position. Is it not
plain, that all that can justly be claimed in consideration of the
startling nature of any alleged fact, 1s that a corresponding
weight of evidence be brought forward in its support ¢ In the
case now under consideration, I am firmly convinced that such a
weight of evidence will appear to all who take the trouble faith-
fully to wvesticate for themselves. And A, let me add, is not
a matter of so much difficulty as 1t 18 generally thought to be.
It is by no means necessary to seek the presence of some noted
medium, of whose moral integrity, perhaps, but little is known.
On the contrary, the necessary means are very near us, — often
in our very homes. As the result of my own experience, I
should say that more than one half of our families have
withm themselves a medium power, which might be developed
and made use of by a very little attention to the necessary and
easily ascertained means. I have tried this repeatedly in families
of my acquaintance, and generally with success to a greater or
less extent.

1t 1s often necessary, however, that several should act together
at first, until the capacity of some one individual is more fully
developed, when it is generally better that one only should act as the
medium. And were I to attempt to convince a family of inte]li-
gent and sincere persons, this is the course I should chaose above




all others. I would make my experiments within the limits of
their own family cirele ; nor do I think that, with proper time and
patience on the part of all, I should often wholly fail.

It 15 thought by many, that this alleged fact of spirit and mor-
tal intercourse, is opposed to the facts and doctrines of our sacred
writings. I cannot stop now, to controvert this position in full.
I can only say, that, to my mind, there 1s in the Bible at least as
much in favor, as against the claim under consideration. My
especial design i this connection 18 to remind the reader of the
undoubted fact, that in those early Bible times, such intercowrse
was of frequent oceurrence. 1 refer not only to the visits of a
superior order of angels, but also to an intercourse with those
who have once lived upon the carth, as i the instance of Moses
and Elias with our Saviour and hig apostles, upon the Mount of
Trangfiguration ; and also of some of fthose who conversed with
John the Revelator. Can it be clearly shown that such inter-
course is less possible now than 1t was then?  For my own part,
I can recall no clear mbimation i Secripture, nor can I imagine
any sufficient reason for making ns beheve, that with the close of
Bible history the heavens were utterly and for ever shut up from
mortal vision, and all sensible intercourse between men and
spiritual beings forbidden. If I am not greatly mistaken, this,
which has for so long a time been passively received, is, after all,
but 2 mere and generally permitted asswumption.

Is there then anything in the nature of the case to make it
smprobable that such intercourse should be permitted to prevail at
the present time ? I think not.  On the contrary, I can discern
some reasons that seem to favor the probability of such a devel-
opement in the order of God’s providence. 1t 1s surely the
design of the good Father that the world shall be delivered from
its present sinful and wretched condition, and all men be elevated,
enlightened, and saved, throngh the- power of His truth.
Christ and his religion are the appointed instruments for this, and
amply sufficient arve they for the work to be done, if but reghtly
and faithfully applied. Bub how has it been in this respect?
T.et ecclesiastical history, and the present condition of the world
answer this enquiry. More than eighteen hundred years have
elapsed since Christiamty firs began its warfare against the errors
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and corrapticns of the world, yet how little has been done! Are
the centuries before us to bring no more efficient and quick relief
than those behind us ? If not, then alas for poor sinning and
suffering humanity ! I suppose that most philanthropists are
expecting better things than this; if not, I fear that their hands
and their hearts would alike fail them. But whence 1s to come
this more sure and swift relief ? Is it to be expected from the
ordinary operations of our long established religious institutions ?
These may do something, it is true, and philanthropic organiza-
tions something more ; bubt unless the whole be quickened with
some new and life-giving power, I fear that it will be but httle
better than the dead burying the dead. If this be doubted, let
the dull formality of our Sabbath worship, as it i3 seen in mosb
cages, and the consequent emptiness of our churches— containing,
on an average, not much more than one-third of the entire popula-
tion, —let these, and other equally discouraging facts relating to
the philanthropic movements of the day be summoned to sustan
my position. Is it strange, then, that under these circumstances,
Grod 1 ITis mercy should suffer some new element of life to enter
among the dry bones of an existence so unpromising and spiritually
dead ¥ This existence, as it now prevails in the world, is almost
wholly material ¢n fact, and the fazth in the unseen and spiritual,
i mosb cases, much more closely resembles the doctrine of the
Jewish Sadducee than that of the true Christian believer of the
early Christian ages. Is it strange, I repeat, that under these
circumstances, (od should once more interpose, that Ilis children
may be speedily delivered from their degraded and unhappy con-
dition?  And what more efficient instrumentality can be named,
than the one now in question? Is it strange that, when it is
found that humanity is but so poorly able to help herself, with all
the helps hitherto afforded, — the good Father should permit the
heavens to stoop once more for the relief of His children? not
tlus time, however, so much to impart new truth, as to give new
life to the old?

And this suggests my closing thought. Tt is not, 1 say, the
apparent and main object to reveal new truth, although there is,
uncidentally, as it were, much light reflected from the spirit home,
making manifest to us especially, far more beautiful and cheering
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views of death and the immortal spirit life. Yet it is not for this
that our heavenly visitants rejoice most of all to come. It is
rather to mnstruct the ignorant, to warn the sinful, the indifferent,
the unfaithful; to sympathize with the suffering, the wronged, the
down-trodden ; but above all, to comfort the afflicted, to bind up
the broken heart of the mourner, the forsaken and lonely —it ig
for objeets like these that the inhabitants of that bright spirit home
come to us. They come by permission of the good Father him-
self, and with the greatest joy and delight do they speak wise and
gentle words to their brothers still in the flesh.

And who can for a moment think that words thus spoken, if
received in true faith, can be uttered in vain ? For my own part,
I cannot believe it possible, that this faith in the presence and
actual intercourse of departed spirits — especially of departed
Jriends — can be truly received as a living faith without the soul’s
being touched, and elevated to a higher and more spiritual tone
of thought and feeling. Certainly, so far as my own observation
and experience have gone, this has been the case,— and some
striking instances of this character have already become known
to me. 1 confidently expect to see this new agency far more
efficiently employed in this way, and for the glory of God, and
the good of men generally. One important effect which must
follow the general prevalence of this intercourse with spirits, will
be the quick dispersion of these old errors in Theology — espe-
cially those concerning death and the future state — which have
for so long a time thrown their dark shade over the religious faith
of the world. And what a relief must this be! ™To name a
single illustration : — probably there has been no single cause of
human suffering equal in its effects to what has come from false
views of death. The testimony of those who, of all others, ought
to know, removes at once all such falsities, and shows us that this
event is a far different thing from that which mortals so much
dread.

But what, it may be asked, is to come of all this strange com-
motion ? T answer, if it be of man—if it be nothing but one of
the many delusions which are from time to time evolved in the
world’s progressive history — it will have its brief day, and then
die out, and leave nothing but an ill-sounding name behind. But

4
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if, on the contrary, it shall prove to be of God, as 1 firmly believe
it ig, —if it shall prove to be a genuine developement in the
world’s religious education, — then, all the shafts of ridicule, and
all those more serious efforts at opposition that the perverted
ingenuity of men may employ, cannot stop its progress. The
Press may continue to pander to the grossly material tendencies
of the people, and follow up, never so closely, with its volley of
low jokes and small wit, and the self-constituted wise ones of the
earth may stand aloof, and call the whole matter trivial and
utterly unworthy the stoop of their dignity, — yet stubborn facts
will still remain stubborn facts; they can neither be scouted nor
winked out of sight; they must be openly met, and honestly dis-
posed of. Until this is done, let not the wise glory too much in their
wisdom. The time hag been, and may be again, when it shall be
said, ¢ Giod hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound
the wise, and the weak things of the world to confound the things
that are mighty ; and the base things of the world, and thingg
which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and the things which
are not, to bring to nought the things that are.” It may,indeed,
be beneath the haughty self-sufficiency of certain oracles of wisdom,
to condescend to look seriously into such simple and absurd affairs,
but 1t will still remain true, that the way to wisdom is along the
path of humility, and, as in regard to God’s spiritual kingdom, so
of the kingdom of His truth, that whosoever would enter therein
must become as a little child. It i8 very easy to follow that
truth when some great and popular thing is required, but when
the course lies through some despised Nazarene country, it is not
so easy, and many stumble thereat, and follow the truth no longer.

Let the following be said, in all Zumility indeed, yet with the
firm assurance which belongs to an individual consciousness of
well established truth ; the leaders of popular thought are but
little aware of the power that is thus growing up in their very
midst — a power which, however despised and scorned at the
present time, may yet take from them their hereditary kingdom,
and give it to others. A very few years only have elapsed since
the first gleams of this new light from the spirit world became
visible, and yet even now it has spread itself with greater or less
clearness over our whole land. Almost every community contains
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~ its hundreds and thousands of sincere believers and faithful
defenders. And these adherents to the new faith are by no
means, as a general thing, of the more ignorant and superstitious
clagses ; they are, on the contrary, many of them of the most
elevated and earnest minds of the age. Periodicals are also
springing up, and other publications are being issued with almost
unprecedented rapidity, devoted to the defence and developement
of the new spiritual philosophy.* But more striking and import-
tant still — judging from what 18 taking place withn my own
sphere of observation — there are individuals in all parts of our
country, who are now undergoing a most singular and impressive
process of discipline, preparatory to becoming the agents of some
new and more efficient interference in behalf of degraded, down-
trodden humanity — individuals who, under the training, not of
the dry, technical theology of the schools, but under the immedi-
ate instruction of teachers from the higher spheres — are destined
to become zealous and self-sacrificing apostles of God’s love to
man. 1 allude to the developement of the higher order of
mediums, which 18 generally conducted by the spirits of those
who, while on earth, were actively engaged in works of Chris-
tian philanthropy, and whose design it now 1s, to prepare instru-
ments to work with in the new spiritual effort about to be put
forth, to make manifest the beauty and power of God’s truth in
the redemption and elevation of mankind. It is not, however,
mainly to the kind of mediums and manifestations already
described, that I now allude. These material demonstrations are
to be regarded as but the beginning — the mere alphabet in the
great work of spirit instruction. These serve, it is true, the pur-
pose for which they are designed; they serve as the primary
influence toward convincing men of the reality of spirit presence

% The following have already become known to me, and I presume that there
ave still others in existence. Three weekly papers, viz.: the “ Spiritual Tele-
eraph,” S. B. Britton, Editor, New York; the “ New Era,” S. Crosby Hewitt,
Tditor, Boston; and the “Light from the Spirit World,” P. I, Blond, St. Louis.
The monthly publications are the “ Shekinah,” S. B. Britton, Editor, New York,
and the © Spirit Messenger,” — the last of which purports to be wholly conducted
by spirits, through R. P. Ambler, Medium, Springfield, Mass. Of books and
pamphlets devoted more or less exclusively to the same cause, I have recently
seen a list of nearly forty, to which additions are constantly being made.
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and agency in human affairs. But processes like these are too .
imperfeei; and slow to answer the ardent longings and active
energies of these invisible servants of the Most High. Ience,
still higher developements in the mode of spirit intercourse are
being unfolded, and even now, not only do spirits write rapidly
through mortal agency, but some are found who can speak as the
gpirits give them utterance. This 1s generally either partially or
wholly in the trance condition already deseribed, but not always,
as I understand it. Some minds there are, so susceptible to spirit
influence, that, with certain deep, soul searching influences
brought to bear upon them by their invisible instructors, the
thoughts of spirits may be made so to blend with their own, and
to direct their speech, that their words shall have a power and
eloquence of more than earthly origin and efliciency. They are
such as these, probably more than others, that are to become the
especial instruments of those noble departed ones of earth, who
are themselves the agents of those who stand In the more imme-
diate presence of the Iloly One, and wait upon Him to do His
will. And when, by this searching influence from above, the
truths of our religion shall be freed from their attendant marks of
human perverseness and error, — then may the work of humanity
no longer linger in the stupor of death. Then may the work of
moral reform be carried on with true wisdom, and without those
narrow prejudices and bitter contentions that do now so mar its
beauty and destroy its power. Then may the time not be so far
distant, when the great truth that mankind are ¢ brothers all”
shall be universally felt, and each one love his neighbor as himself.

But my work is done. If it shall prove that this humble
effort is made instrumental in turning the attention of others to
a faithful investigation of this subject, the end and the reward of

my labors will be fully attained.
. HERMAN BSNOW.



