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The Testimonp of Three TdWditnesses.

have been transiated by the gift and power of God, for

declared it unto us; wherefore we know of a surety that the
is true. And wo also testify that we have seen the engravings which
are upon the plates ; and they have been shewn unto us by the power
of God, and not of man. we declare with words of soberness, that

Holy GI;oﬂ, which is one God, Amen.

OLIVER COWDBRY,
Davip WHITMER,
MARTIN HARRIS.

And also the Cestimony of Eight W itnesses.

Be it known unto all nations, kindreds, tonfunl, and people unto
whom this work shall come, that Joseph Smith, Jun., the translator of
this work, has shewn unto us the piates of which hath been spoken,
which have the appearance of gold ; and as many of the leaves as the
said Smith has translated, we did handle with our hands ; and we also
saw the vings thereon, all of which has the appearance of ancient
work, of curious workmanship. And this we bear record with
wordnohoberne-,thuthonIdSmfthhushovnuntom,brwehu
seen and hefted, and know of a surety that the said Smith has got the
plates of which we have spoken. And we give our names unto the
worh}ibowltne-nnw the world that which we have seen; and we lie

not, God bearing witnees of it.
CHRISTIAN WHITMER, HigAX Paes,
JacoB WHITMER, JossPH SMiTH, Sen.
PBTER WHITMER, Jun. HyRUM SMiTH,

JouN WHITMBR, SamueL H. SMrTH.
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































CHAP. XIX.] BOOK OF ALMA. 817

not, my son, that these things are an abomination in the sight
of the Lord ; yea, most abominable above all sins, save it be
the shedding of innocent blood, or denying the Holy Ghost ?
For behold, if ye deny the Holy Ghost when it once has had
place in you, and ye know that ye deny it, behold, this is a
sin which is unpardonable ; yea, and whosoever murdereth

ingt the light and knowledge of God, it is not easy for
him to obtain forgiveness; yea, I say unto you, my son, that
it is not easy forrglim to obtain a forgiveness. And now, my
son, I would to God that ye had not been guilty of so great
a crime. I would not dwell upon your crimes, to harrow up
your soul, if it were not for your good. But behold, ye can-
not hide your crimes from God ; and except ye repent, they
will stand as a testimony against you at the last day.

2. Now my son, I would that ye should repent and forsake
your sins, and go no more after the lusts of your eyes, but cross
yourself in all these things; for except ye do this, ye can in
nowise inherit the kingdom of God. Oh, remember, and take
it upon you, and cross yourself in these things. And I com-
mand you to take it upon you to counsel your elder brothers
in your undertakings; for behold, thou art in thy youth, and
yeo stand in need to be nourished by your brothers. d
give heed to their counsel; suffer not yourself to be led
away by any vain or foolish thing; suffer not the devil to
lead away your heart again after those wicked harlots. Be-
hold, O my son, how great iniquity ye brought upon the
Zoramites : for when they saw your conduct, they would not
believe in my words. And now the Spirit of the Lord doth sa;
unto me, command thy children to do good, lest they I
away the hearts of many people to destruction; therefore
I command you, my son, in the fear of God, that ye refrain

_from your iniquities ; that ye turn to the Lord with all your
mind, might, and strength ; that ye lead away the hearts of
no more to do wickedly ; but rather return unto them, and
acknowledge your faults, and retain that wrong which ye
have done; seek not after riches, nor the vain things of this
world, for behold, you cannot carry them with you

8. And now, my son, I would say somewhat unto you con-
cerning the coming of Christ. Behold, I say unto you, that
it is he that surely shall come, to take away the sins of the
world ; yea, he cometh to declare glad tidings of salvation
unto his people. And now my son, this was the ministry
unto which ye were called, to declare these glad tidings unto
this people, to prepare their minds; or rather that salvation
might come unto them, that they may preparesthe!jmnds' of

E
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their children to hear the word at the time of his coming:
4. And now I will ease your mind somewhat on this subject
Behold, you marvel why these things should be known so
long beforehand. Behold, I say unto you, is not a soul at
this time as precious unto God, as a soul will be at the time
of his coming? Is it not as necessary that the plan of re-
demption should be made known unto this people, as well as
unto their children}? Is it not as easy at this time, for the
Lord to send his angel to declare these glad tidings unto us,
as unto our children ; or as after the time of his coming?
Now my son, here is somewhat more I would say unto thee;
for I perceive that etx mind is worried concerning the re-
surrection of the d Behold, I say unto you, that there
is no resurrection; or, I would say, in other words, that this
mortal does not put on immortality ; this corruption does not
Eut on incorruption, until after the coming of Christ. Behold,
e bringeth to pass the resurrection of the dead. But behold,
my son, the resurrection is not yet. Now I unfold unto you
& mystery ; nevertheless, there are many mysteries, which are
kept, that no one knoweth them, save God himself. But Ishew
unto you one thing, which I have inquired diligently of God,
that I might know; that is concerning the resurrection.
Behold, there is a time appointed that all shall come forth
from the dead. Now when this time cometh, no one knows ;
but God knoweth the time Wwhich is appointed. Now whether
there shall be one time, or & second time, or & third time,
that men shall comé forth from the dead, it mattereth not ;
for God kmoweth all these things; and it sufficeth me to
know that this is the case ; that there is a time appointed that
all shall rise from the dead. Now there must needs be a space
betwixt the time of death, and the time of the resurrection.
5. And nowIwouldinquire what becometh of the soulsof men
from the time of death, to the time appointed for the resur-
rection } Now whether there is more than one time apppointed
for men to rise, it mattereth not ; for all do not die at once:
and this mattereth not ; all is as one day, with God ; and time
onlyis measured unto men; therefore there is a time appointed
unto men, that they shall rise from the dead ; and thereis
a space between the time of death and the resurrection. And
now concerning this space of time. What becometh of the
souls of men, is the thing which I have inquired diligently
of the Lord to know; and this is the thing of which I do
kuow. And when the time cometh when all shall rise, then
shall know that God knoweth all the times which
are appointed unto man. Now concerning the state of
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the resurrection of Christ, and his ascension into heaven. But
whether it be at his resurrection, or after, I do not say ; but
this much I say, that there is a space between death and the
resurrection of the body, and a state of the soul in happiness
or in misery, until the time which is appointed of God that the
dead sball come forth, and be re-united, both soul and body,
and be brought to stand before God, and be judged i
to their works ; this bringeth about the restoration of
those things of which have been spoken by the mouths of the
mphote. The soul shall be restored to the body, and the

y to the soul; yes,and everylimbandjoint shall be restored
to its body; yes, even a hair of the head shall not be lost, but
all things be restored to their proper and perfeot frame.
And now my son, this is the restoration of which has been
spoken by the mouths of the prophets: And then shall the
righteous shine forth in the m of God. But behold,
an awful death oomothupon:hen;licked; fortl;ey‘;dlieuto
things pertaining to things of righteousness; for they are
unclean, and no unclean thing can inherit the kingdom of
God; but they are cast out, and consigned to partake of the
fruits of their labors or their works, which have been evil ;
4nd they drink the of a bitter cup. .

8. And now my som, I have somewhat to say oanoermni:!u
restoration of whioh has been spoken; for behold, some have
wreated the scriptures, and have gone far astray because of
this thing. A.ntf I perceive that thy mind has been worried
also, concerning this thing. But behold, I will explain it unto
thee. I say unto thee, my son, that the plan of restoration
is requisite with the justice of God ; for it is requisite that
all things should be restored to their proper order. Behold,
it is requisite and just, according to the power and resurrec-
tlon of Christ, that the soul of man should be restored to its
body, and that every part of the body should be restored to
itself. And it is requisite with the justice of God, that men
should be judged according to their works; and if their works
were good in this life,and the desires of their hearts were good,
that they should also, at the last day, be restored unto that
which is good ; and if their works are evil, they shall be re-
stored unto him for evil; therefore, all things be restored
to their order; every thing to its natural frame ; mor-
tality to immortality; corruption to incorruption ;
raised to endleas happiness, to inherit the kingdom of Gods
or endless misery, to inherit the kindom of the devil, the
one on one hand, the other on the other; the one raised to
happiness according to his desives of happiness; or good,
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according to his desires of good; and the other to evil
according to his desires of evil; for as he has desired
to do evil all the day long, even so shall he bave his
reward of evil when the night cometh. And so it is
on the other hand. If he hath repented of his sins, and
desired righteousness until the end of his days, even so he
shall be rewarded unto righteousness. These are they that
are redeemed of the Lord ; yea, these are they that are taken
out, that are delivered from that endless night of darkness;
and thus they stand or fall; for behold, they are their own
judges, whether to do good or do evil. Now, the decrees of
God are unalterable; therefore, the way is prepared, that
whosoever will, may walk therein and be saved. And now
behold, my son, do not risk one more offence against your
God upon those points of doctrine, which we have hitherto
risked to commit gin. Do not suppose, because it has been
spoken concerning restoration, that ye shall be restored from
sin to happiness. Behold, I say unto you, wickedness never
- was happiness.

9. And now, my son, all men that are in a state of nature,
or I would say, in a carnal state, are in the gall of bitter
ness, and in the bonds of iniquity; they are without God in
the world, and they have gone contrary to the nature of
God ; therefore, they are in a state contrary to the nature of
happiness. And now behold, is the meaning of the word
restoration, to take a thing of a natural state, and place it in
an unnsatural state, or to place it in a state opposite to its
nature? O, my son, this is not the case ; but the meaning of
the word restoration, is to bring back again evil for evil, or
carnal for carnal, or devilish for devilish ; good for that which
is good ; righteous for that which is righteous ; just for that
which is just ; merciful for that which is merciful ; therefore,
my son, see that ye are merciful unto your brethren; deal
justly, judge righteously, and do good continually; and if
ye do all these things, then shall ye receive your reward ;

ea, ye shall have mercy restored unto you again; ye shall
iave justice restored unto you again; ye shall have a righ-
teous judgment restored unto you again; and ye shall have
good rewarded unto you again; for that which ye do send
out shall return unto you again, and be restored ; therefore,
the word restoration more fully condemneth the sinner, and
justifieth him not at all. :

10. And now, my son, I perceive there is somewhat more
which doth worry your mind, which ye cannot understand,
which is concerning the justice of God, in the punishment
of the sinner ; for ye do try to suppose that it is injustice
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pt it should destroy the work of justice. Now the work of

Justice could not bedestroyed ; ifso, God would cease to be God.

12. And thus we see that all mankind were fallen, and
they were in the grasp of justice; yea, the justice of God,
which consigned them for ever to be cut off from his
presence. And now the plan of mercy could not be brought
about, except an atonement should be made; therefore
God himself atoneth for the eins of the world, to bring
about the plan of mercy, to appease the demands of justice,
that God might be a perfect, just' God, and & merciful God
also. Now repentance ooulcg not oome unto men, except
there were a punishment, which also was eternal as the
life of the soul should be, affixed opposite to the plan of
happiness, which was as eternal also as the life of the soul.
Now, how could a man repent, except he should sint How
could he sin, if there was no law, how could there be a law,
save there was punishment? Now there was a punishment
affixed, and a just law given, which brought remorse of con-
science unto man. Now if there was no law given,—if &
" man murdered he should die, would he be afraid he would
die if he should murder? And also, if there was no law
given against sin, men would not be afraid to gin. And if
there was no law given if men sinned, what could justice do,
or mercy either ; for they would have no claim upon the
creature! But there is a law given, and a pumshment
affixed, and a repentance granted ; which repentance, mercy
claimeth ; otherwise, justice claimeth the creature, and
executeth the law, and the law inflicteth the punishment ; if
not 80, the works of justice would be destroyed, and God
would cease to be But God ceaseth not to be God, and
mercy claimeth the itent, and meroy cometh because of
theatonement ; and the atonement bringeth to paas the resur-
rection of the dead ; and the resurrection of the dead bringeth
back men into the presence of God ; and thus they are restored
intohis presence, to be judged according to their works; accord-
ing to the law and justice; for behold, justice exerciseth all
his demands, and also mercy claimeth all which is herown;and
thus, none but the truly penitent are saved.

18. What, do ye suppose that mercy can rob justice? I sa;

unto you, nay; not one whit, If so, God would cease to be
And thus God bringeth about his great and eternal p
which were prepared from the foundation of the world. And
thus cometh about the salvation and the redemption of men,
and also their destruction and misery ; therefore, O my son,
whosoever will come, may come, and partake of the waters
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of life freely: and whosoever will not come, the same is not
compelled to come; but in the last day, it shall be restored
unto him, according to his deeds. If be has desired to do
evil, and has not repented in his days, behold, evil shall be
done unto him, according to the restoration of God. And
now, my son, I desire that ye should let these things trouble
you no more, and only let your sins trouble you, with that
trouble which shall bring you down unto repentance. O
my son, I desire that ye should deny the justice of God no
more. Do not endeavour to excuse yourself in the least
Eoint, because of your gins, by denying the justice of God,

ut do you let the justice of God, and his merc{, and his
long suffering, have full sway in your heart ; but let it bring
you down to the dust in humility. And now, O my son, ye
are called of God to preach the word unto this people. And
now, my son, go thy way, declare the word with truth and
soberness, that thou mayest bring souls unto repentance,
that the great plan of mercy may have claim upon them.
my God grant unto you even acoording to my words.

CHAP. XX,

1. AND now it came to pass, that the sons of Alma did go
forth among the people, to declare the word unto them. And
Alma, also, himself, cculd not reet, and he also went forth,
Now we shall say no more concerning their preaching, except
that they preached the word, and the truth, according to the
Spirit of prophecy and revelation ; and they preached after
the holy order of God, by which they were called.

2. And now I return to an account of the wars between
the Nephites and the Lamanites, in the eighteenth year of the
reign of the Judges. For behold, it came to pass that the
Zoramites became Lamanites ; therefore, in the commence-
ment of the eighteenth year, the people of the Nephites
saw that the Lamanites were coming upon them; therefore
they made preparations for war ; yea, they gathered together
their armies in the land of Jershon. And it came to pass
that the Lamanites came with their thousands; and they came
into the land of Antionum, which is the land of the Zoramites;
and & man by the name of Zerahemnah was their leader. And
now as the Amalekites were of a more wicked and murderous
disposition than the Lamanites were, in and of themselves,
therefore, Zerahemnah appointed chief oaptains over the La-
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borders of Jershon, and his people were armed with swords,
and with cimeters, and all manner of weapons of war. And
when the armies of the Lamanites saw that the people of
Nephi, or that Moroni had prepared his people with breast-
plates, and with arm-shields ; yea, and also shields to defend
their heads; and also they were dressed with thick clothing.
Now the army of Zarahemnah was not prepared with any
such thing, They had only their swords and their cimeters,
their bows and their arrows, their stones and their slings ;
but they were naked, save it were a skin which was girded
about their loins; yea, all were naked, save it were the Zo-
ramites and the Amalekites. But they were not armed with
breast-plates, nor shields; therefore they were exceeding
afraid of the armies of the Nephites, because of their armour,
notwithstanding their number being so much greater than
the Nephites,

5. Behold, now it came to pass that they durst not come
against the Nephites in the borders of Jershon: therefore
they departed out of the land of Antionum into the wilder-
ness, and took their journey round about in the wilderness,
away by the head of the river Sidon, that they might come
into the land of Manti, and take possession of the land; for
they did not su that the armies of Moroni would know
whither they lml:il gone., But it came to pass, as soon as they
had departed into the wilderness, Moroni sent spies into the
wildernees to watch their camp; and Moroni, also, knowing
of the prophecies of Alma, sent certain men unto him, desir-
ing him that he should inquire of the Lord whither the armies
of the Nepites should go, to defend themselves against the
Lamanites. And it came to pass that the word of the Lord
came unto Alms, and Alma informed the messengers of Mo-
roni that the armies of the Lamanites were marching round
about in the wilderness, that they might come over into the
land of Manti, that they might commence an attack upon the
more weak part of the people. And those messengers went
and delivered the message unto Moroni.

6. Now Moroni, leaving a part of his army in the land of
Jershon, lest by any means a part of the Lamanites should
come into that land and take possession of the city, took the
remainder part of his army and marched over into the land
of Manti. And he caused that all the people in that %J;rter
of the land should gather themselves together to battle,
against the Lamanites, to defend their lands and their country,
their rights and their liberties ; therefore they were grepared
against the time of the coming of the Lamanites. And it came
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to pass that Moroni caused that his army should be secreted
in the valley which was near the bank of the river Sidon,
which was on the west of the river Sidon in the wilderness.
And Moroni placed spies round about, that he might know
when the camp of the Lamanites should come.

7. And now as Moroni knew the intention of the Laman-
ites, that it was their intention te destroy their brethren, or to
subject them and bring them into bondage that they might
establish a kingdom unto themselves, over all the land; and
he also knowing that it was the only desire of the Nephites
to preserve their lands, and their liberty, and their church,
therefore he thought it no sin that he should defend them by
stratagem ; therefore he found by his spies, which course
the Lamanites were to take. Therefore he divided his army,
and brought a part over into the valley, and concealed them
on the east, and on the south of the hill Riplah ; and the re-
mainder he concealed in the west valley, on the west of the
river Sidon, and 80 down into the borders of the land Manti.
And thus having placed his army according to his desire, he
was prepared to meet them.

8. And it came to pass that the Lamanites came up on the
north of the hill where a part of the army of Moroni was
concealed. And as the Lamanites had passed the hill Riplah,
and come into the valley, and began to cross the river Sidon,
the army which was concealed on the south of the hill,
which was led by a man whose name was Lehi; and he led
his army forth and encircled the Lamanites about on the
east in their rear.

9. And it came to pass that the Lamanites, when they saw
the Nephites coming upon them in their rear, turned them
about, and began to contend with the army of Lehi; and the
work of death commenced on both sides, but it was more
dreadful on the part of the Lamanites, for their nakedness
was exposed to the heavy blows of the Nephites, with their
swords and their cimeters, which brought death almost at
every stroke; while on the other hand there was now and
then & man fell among the Nephites, by their swords and
the loss of blood ; the; iemg shielded from the more vital
parts of the body, or the more vital parts of the body being
shielded from the strokes of the Lamanites, by their breast-
plates, and their arm-shields, and their head-plates: and
thus the Nephites did carry on the work of death among the
Lamanites. And it came to pass that the Lamanites became
frightened, because of the great destructions among them,
even until they began to flee towards the river Sidm;. .And

2r
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fore them ; and they fled even to the waters of S8idon. Now
the Lamanites were more numerous, yea, by more than dou-
ble the number of the Nephites; nevertheless they were
driven insomuch that they were gathered together in one body
in the valley, upon the bank by the river Sidon: therefore
the armies of Moroni encircled them about, yea, even on both
sides of the river, for behold, on the east were the men of
Lehi ; therefore when Zerahemnah saw the men of Lehi on
the east of the river Sidon, and the armies of Moroni on the
west of the river Sidon, that they were encircled about by
the Nephites, they were struck with terror. Now Moroni,
when he saw their terror, commanded his men that they
should stop shedding their blood.

12. Aud it came to pass that they did stop and withdrew
& pace from them. And Moroni said unto Zerahemnah, behold
Zerahemnah, that we do not desire to be men of blood.—
Ye know that ye are in our hands, yet we do not desire to
slay you. Behold, we have not come out to battle against
you, that we might shed your blood for power; neither do
we desire to bring any one to the yoke of bondage. But
thisis the very cause for which ye have come against us; yea,
and ye are angry with us because of our religion. But now
ye behold that the Lord is with us; and ye behold that he
has delivered you into our hands. And now I would that ye
should understand that this is done unto us because of our
religion and our faith in Christ. And now ye see that ye
cannot destroy this our faith. Now ye see that this is the
true faith of God; yea, ye see that God will support, and
keep, and preserve us, so long as we are faithful unto him,
and unto our faith, and our religion; and never will the
Lord suffer that we shall be destroyed, except we should fall
into transgression and deny our faith. And now, Zerahem-
nah, I command you, in the name of that all-powerful God,
who has strenghtened our arms that we have gained power
over you by our faith, by our religion, and by our rites of:
worship, and by our church, and by the sacred support which
we owe to our wives and our children, by that liberty which
binds us to our lands and our country ; yea, and also by the
maintenance of the sacred word of God, to which we owe all
our happiness; and by all that is most dear unto us; yea,
and this is not all; I command you by all the desires which
ye have for life, that ye deliver up your weapons of war unto
us, and we will seek not your blood, but we will spare your
lives, if ye will go your way, and come not again to war against
us. And now, if ye do not this, behold, y2e ar; in our hands,

P
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and I will command my men that they shall fall upon you, and
inflict the wounds of death in your bodies, that ye may become
extinct ; and then we will see who shall have power over this
people ; yea, we will see who shall be brought into bondage.

13. And now it came to passthatwhen Zerahemnah had heard
these sayings, he came forth and delivered up his sword and
his cimeter, and his bow into the hands of Moroni, and said
unto him, behold, here are our weapons of war; we will de-
liver them up unto you, and we will not suffer ourselves to
take an oath unto you, which we know that we shall break,
and also our children; but take our weapons of war, and
suffer that we may depart into the wilderness; otherwise we
will retain our swords, and we will perish or conquer. Be-
hold, we are not of your faith ; we do not believe that it is
God that has delivered usinto your hands; but we believe
that it is: your cunning that has preserved you from our
swords. Behold, it is your breast-plates, and your shields that
has preserved you. And now wgen Zerahemnah had made
an end of speaking these words, Moroni returned the sword
and the weapons of war which he had received, unto Zera-
hemnah, saying, behold, we will end the conflict. NowlI
cannot retain the words which I have spoken, therefore as
the Lord:liveth, ye shall not depart, except ye depart with an
oath that ye will not return again against us to war. Now
as ye are in our hands, we will spill your blood upon
the ground, or ye shall submit to the conditions to which I
have proposed. And now when Moroni had said these words,
Zerahemnah retained his sword, and he was' angry with Mo-
roni, and he rushed forward that he might slay Moroni; but
as he raised his sword, behold, one of Moroni’s soldiers smote
it even to the earth; and it broke by the hilt; and he also
smote Zerahemnah, that he took off his scalp, and it fell to
the earth. And Zerahemnah withdrew from before them into
the midst of his soldiers.

14. And it came to pass that the soldier who stood by, who
smote off the scalp of Zerahemnah, took up the scalp from
off the ground by the hair, and laid it upon the point of his
sword, and stretched it forth unto them, saying unto them
with a loud voice, even as this scalp has fallen to the earth,
which is-the scalp of your chief, so shall ye fall to the earth,
except ye will deliver up your weapons of war and depart
with a covenant of peace.

15. Now there were many, when they heard these words and
saw the scalp which was upon the sword, that were struck
with fear, and many ‘came forth and threw down their weea-
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were exceedingly rejoiced, because the Lord had again de-
livered them out of the hands of their enemies; therefore
they gave thanks unto the Lord their God ; yea, and they
did fast much and pray much, and they did worship God
with exceeding great joy. :

2. And it came to pass in the nineteenth year of the reign
of the Judges over the people of Nephi, that Alma came unto
his son Helaman and said unto him, believest thou the words
which I spake unto thee conceruing those records which have
been kept? And Helaman said unto him, yea, I believe.
And Alma said again, believest thou in Jesus Christ, who
shall come? And he said, yea,d believe all the words which
thou hast spoken. And Alma said unto him again, will ye
keep my commandments? And he said, yea, I will keep
thy commandments with all my heart. Then Alma said unto
him, blessed art thou; and the Lord shall prosper thee in
this land. But behold; I have somewhat to prophesy unto
thee; but what I prophesy unto thee, ye shall not make
known ; yea, what I prophesy unto thee shall not be made
known, even until the prophecy is fulfilled; therefore write
the words which I shall say. And these are the words: be-
hold, I perceive that this very people, the Nephites, accord-
ing to the spirit of revelation which is in me, in four hun-
dred years from the time that Jesus Christ shall manifest
himself unto them, shall dwindle in unbelief ; yea, and then
shall they see wars and pestilences, yea, famines and blood-
shed, even until the people of Nephi shall become extinct ;
yea, and this because they shall dwindle in unbelief, and
fall into the works of darkness, and lasciviousness, and all
manner of iniquities ; yea, I say unto you, that because they
shall sin against so great light and knowledge; yea, I say
unto you, that from that day, even the fourth generation
shall not all pass away, before this great iniquity shall
come; and when that great day cometh, behold, the time
very soon cometh that those who are now, or the seed of
those who are now numbered among the people of Nephi,
shall no more be numbered among the people of Nephi ; but
whosoever remaineth, and is not destroyed in that great and
dreadful day, shall be numbered among the Lamanites, and
shall become like unto them, all, save it be a few, who shall
be called the disciples of the Lord ; and them shall the La-
manites pursue, oven until they shall become extinct. And
now, because of iniquity, this prophecy shall be fulfilled.

8. And now it came to pass that after Alma had said these
things to Helaman, he blessed him, and also his other sona ;
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and he also blessed the earth for the righteous’ sake. And he
said, thus saith the Lord God ; Cursed shall be the land, yea,
this land, unto every nation, kindred, tongue, and people,
unto destruction, which do wickedly, when they are fully
ripe; sad as I have said, so shall it be; for this is the cur-
ging and the blessing of God upon the land, for the Lord
cannot look upon sin with the least degree of allowance.
And now, when Alma had said these words, he blessed the
church, yea, all those who should stand fast in the faith,
from that time henceforth ; and when Alma had done this,
he departed out of the land of Zarahemls, as if to go into
the land of Melek. And it @ame to pass that he was never
heard of more; as to his death or burial we know not of.
Behold, this we know, that he was a righteous man ; and
the saying went abroad in the church, that he was taken up
by the Spirit, or buried by the hand of the Lord, even as
lfoses. But behold, the scripture saith the Lord took Moses
unto himself ; and we suppose that he has also received Al-
ma in the spirit, unto himself: therefore, for this cause, we
know nothing concerning his death and burial.

4. And now it came to in the commencement of the
nineteenth year of the reign of the Judges over the people
of Nephi, that Helaman went forth among the people to de-
clare the word unto them : for behold, because of their wars
with the Lamanites, and the many little dissensions and dis-
turbances which had been among the people, it became ex-
pedient that the word of God should be declared among
them ; yea, and that a regulation should be made throughout
the church ; therefore Helaman and his brethren went forth
to establish the church again in all the land, yea, in every
city throughout all the land which was possessed by the
people of Nephi. And it came to 'ﬁm that they did appoint
priests and teachers throughout the land, over the
churches.

5. And now it came to pass that after Helaman and his breth-
ren had appointed priests and teachers over the churches,
that there arose a dissension among them, and they would
not give heed to the words of Helaman and his brethren ;
but they grew proud, being lifted up in their hearts, because
of their exceeding great riches; therefore they grew rich in
their own eyes, and would not give heed to their words, to
walk uprightly before God.

6. And it came to pass that as many as would not hearken
to the words of Helaman and his brethren, were ﬁxthered
together against their brethren, And now behold, they
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should a band of Christians remain to possess the land: for
thus were all the true believers of Christ, who belonged to
the church of God, called by those who did not belong to
the church ; and those who did belong to the church were
faithful ; yea, all those who were true believers in Christ,
took upon them, gladly, the name of Christ, or Christians,
as they were called, because of their belief in Christ, who
should come: and therefore, at this time, Moroni prayed
that the cause of the Christians, and the freedom of the land
might be favored.

8. And it came to pass that when he had poured out his soul
to God, he gave all the land which was south of the land
Desolation : yea, and in fine, all the land, both on the north
and on the south, a chosen land, and the land of liberty.
And he said, surely God shall not suffer that we, who are
despised because we take upon us the name of Christ, shall
be trodden down and destroyed, unmtil we bring it upon us
by our own transgressions. And when Moroni said
these words, he went forth among the people, waving the
rent of his garment in the air, that all might see the writing
which he had wrote upon the rent, and crying with a loud
voice, saying, behold, whosoever will maintain this title upon
the land, let them come forth in the strength of the Lord,
and enter into a covenant that they will maintain their rights,
and their religion, that the Lord God may bless them.

9. And it came to pass that when Moroni had proclaimed
these words, behold, the people came running together with
their armours girded about their loins, rending their gar-
ments in token, or as a covenant, that they would not for-
sake the Lord their God, or, in other words, if they should
transgress the commandments of God, or fall into transgres-
sion, and be ashamed to take upon them the name of Christ,
the Lord should rend them even as they had rent their gar-
ments. Now this was the covenant which they made: and
they cast their garments at the feet of Moroni, saying, we
covenant with our God, that we shall be destroyed, even as
our brethren in the land northward, if we shall fall into
transgression : yea, he may cast us at the feet of our enme-
mies, even as we have cast our garments at thy feet, to be
trodden under foot, if we shall fall into transgression. Mo-
roni said unto them, behold, we are a remnant of the seed of
Jacob : yea, we are a remnant of the seed of Joseph, whose
coat was rent by his brethren into many pieces: yea, and
now behold, let us remember to keep the commandments of
God, or our garments shall be rent by our brethren, and we
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be cast into prison, or be sold, or be slain: yea, let us pre-
serve our liberty, as & remnant of Joseph: yea, let us re-
member the words of Jacob, before his death: for behold,
he saw that a part of the remnant of the coat of Joseph was
preserved, and had not decayed. And he said, even as this
remnant of garment of my son’s hath been preserved, so
shall a remnant of the seed of my son’s he preserved by the
hand of God, and be taken unto himself, whife the remainder
of the seed of Joseph shall perish, even as the remnant of
his garment. Now behold, this giveth my soul sorrow : ne-
vertheless, my soul hath joy in my son, because that part of
his seed which shall be taken unto God. Now behold, this
was the language of Jacob. And now who knoweth but what
the remnant of the seed of Joseph, which shall perish as his
garment, are those who have dissented from us: yea, and
Evhenitahdlbe us, if we do not stand fast in the faith of
rist.

10. And now it came to pass that when Moroni had said these
words, he went forth, and also sent forth in all the parts of
the land where there were dissensions, and gathered together
all the people who were desirous to maintain their liberty,
to stand against Amalickiah, and those who had dissented,
who were called Amalickiahites.

11. And it came to pass that when Amalickiah saw that the
people of Moroni were more numerous than the Amalickiahites
and he also saw that his people were doubtful concern-
ing the justice of the cause in which they had undertaken :
therefore, fearing that he should not gain the point, he took
those olfu. his people who would, and departed into the land
of Nephi

12. Now Moroni thought it was not ex'rdiant that the La-
manites should have any more strength : therefore he thought
to cut off the people of Amalickiah, or to take them and
bring them back, and put Amalickiah to death : yea, for he
knew that they would stir up the Lamanites to anger against
them, and cause them to come to battle against them: and
this he knew that Amalickiah would do, that he might ob-
tain his purposes : therefore Moroni thought it was expe-
dient that he should take his armies, who had gathered
themselves together, and armed themselves, and entered into
& covenant to keep the peace: And it came to pass that he
took his army, and marched out into the wilderness, to cut
off the course of Amalickiah in the wilderness.

18. And it came to pass that he did according to his desires
end marched forth into the wilderness, and headed the ar-
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battle against the Nephites, lest they should lose their lives®
And it came to pass that they would not, or the more part
of them would not, obey the commandnients of the king.

18. And now it came to pass that the king was wroth because
of their disobedience; therefore he gave Amalickiah the
command of that part of his army which was obedient unto
his commands, and commanded him that he should go forth
and compel them toarms. Now behold, this was the desire
of Amalickiah ; for he being & very subtle man to do evil,
therefore he laid the plan in his heart to dethrone the king
of the Lamanites. And now he had got the command of
those parts of the Lamanites who were in favor of the king ;
and he sought to gain favor of those who were not obedient ;
therefore he went forward to the place which was called
Onidah, for thither had all the Lamanites fled ; for they dis-
covered the army coming, and supposing that they were coms
ing to destroy them, therefore they fled to Onidah to the place
of arms. And they had appointed a man to be a king and
& leader over them, being fixed in their minds with a deter-
mined resolution that they would not be subjected to go
against the Nephites.

19. And it came to pass that they had gathered themselves
together upon the top of the mount which was called Anti-
pes, in preparation to battla Now it was not Amalickiah’s
intention to give them battle, according to the command-
ments of the king, but behold, it was his intention to gai
favor with the armies of the Lamanites, that he might p|
himself a$ their head and dethrone the king, and take pos-
session of the kingdom. And behold, it came to pass that
he caused his army to pitch their tents in the valley which
was near the mount Antipas. And it came to pass that
when it was night, he sent a secret embassy into the mount
Antipas, desiring that the leader of those who were upon
the mount, whose name was Lehonti, that he should come
g?;n to the foot of the mount, for he deeired to speak with

20. And it came to pass that when Lehonti received the mes-
senge, he durst not go down to the foot of the mount. And
it came to pass that Amalickiah sent again the second time,
desiring him to come down. And it came to pass that Le-
honti would not ; and he sent again the third time. And it
came to pass that when Amalickiah found that he could not
gt Lehonti to come down off from the mount, he went up

to the mount, nearly to Lehonti’s camp ; and he sent again
the fourth time his message unto Lehonti, desirins that he
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would come down, and that he would bring his guards with
him.

21. And it came to pass that when Lehonti had come down
with his guards to Amalickiah, that Amalickiah desired him
to come down with his army in the night time, and surround
those men in their camps over whom the king had given him
c¢ommand, and that he would deliver them up into Lehonti's
hands, if he would make him (Amalickiah,) a second leader
over the whole army.

22. And it came to pass that Lehonti came down with his
men, and surrounded the men of Amalickiah, so that before
they awoke at the dawn of the day, they were surrounded
by the armies of Lehonti. And it came to that when
they saw that they were surrounded, they plead with Ama-
lickiah that he would suffer them to fall in with their breth-
ren, that they might not be destroyed. Now this was the
very thins which Amalickiah desi

28. And it came to pass that he delivered his men, contrary
to the commands of the king. Now this was the thing that
Amalickiah desired, that he might accomplish his designs
in dethroning the king. Now it was the custom among
the Lamanites, if their chief leader was killed, to appoint the
second leader to be their chief leader.

24. And it came to pass that Amalickiah caused that one of
his servants should administer poison by degrees to Lehonti,
that he died. Now when Lehonti was dead, the Lamanites
appointed Amalickiah to be their leader and their chief com-
mander. And it came $o pass that Amalickiah marched with
his armies (for he had gained his desires) to the land of Ne-

hi, to the city of Nephi, which was the chief city. And the
oame out to meet him with his guards, for he supposed

that Amalickiah had fulfilled his commands, and that Ama-
lickiah had gathered together so great an army to go against
the Nephites to battle. But behold, as the came out
to meet him, Amalickiah caused that his servants should go
forth to meet the king. And they went and bowed them-
selves before the king, as if to reverence him, because of his
greatness. And it came to pass that the king put forth his
hand to raise them, as was the custom with the Lamanites,
a8 a token of peace, which custom they had taken from the
Nephites. And it came to pass that when he had raised the
first from tho ground, behold he stabbed the king to the
heart ; and he fell to the earth. Now the servants of the
king fled ; and the servants of Amalickiah raised a cry, say-
ing, behold, the servants of the king have :h;)beg im to

[
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dissenters having the same instruction and the same infor-
mation of the Nephites, yea, having been instructed in the
same knowledge of the Lord, nevertheless, it is strange to
relate, not long after their dissensions they became more
hardened and impenitent, and more wild, wicked and ferocious
than the Lamanites ; drinking in with the traditions of the
Lamanites ; giving way to indolence, and all manner of las-
civiousness ; yea, entirely forgetting the Lord their God.

80. And now it came to that as soon as Amalickiah had
obtained the kingdom, be n to inspire the hearts of the
Lamanites against the people of Nephi; yea, he did appoint
men to speak unto the Lamanites from their towers, against
the Nephites ; and thus he did inspire their hearts against
the Nephites, insomuch, that in the latter end of the nine-
teenth year of the reign of the Judges, he having accom-
plished his designs thus far; yea, having been made king
over the Lamanites, he sought also to reign over all the
land ; yes, and all the people who were in the land, the Ne-
phites as well as the Lamanites, therefore he had accom-
plished his design, for he had hardened the hearts of the La~
manites and blinded their minds, and stirred them up to
anger, insomuch that he had gathered together a numerous
host, to go to battle against the Nephites. For he was deter-
mined, because of the greatness of the number of his peo-

le, to overpower the Nephites, and to bring them into bon-
s:)ge ; and thus he did appoint chief captains of the Zoram-
ites, they being the most acquainted with the strength of
the Neplntee and their places of resort, and the weakest
parts of their cities ; therefore he a.ppomted them to be
chief captains over his armies.

81. And it came to pass thatthbytook their camp, and
moved forth towards the land of Zarahemla in the wilderness.
Now it came to that while Amalickiah had thus been
obtaining power by fraud and deceit, Moroni, on the other
hand, had been preparmg the minds of the people to be
faithful unto the Lord their God; yea, he had been strength-
ening the armies of the Nephites, and erecting small forts,
or places of resort; throwing up banks of earth round about
toenclosehmarmias,and also building walls of stone to en-
circle them about, round about their cities, and the borders of
their lands; yea, all round about the land; and in their
weakest fortifications, he did place the greater number of
men; and thus he did fortify and strengthen the land which
mpomnedb the Nephites. And thus he was preparing
to support then- liberty, their lands, ;hm;’ wives, and their
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children, and their peace, and that they might live unto the
Lord their God, and that they might maintain that which
was called by their enemies the cause of Christians. And
Moroni was a strong and a mighty man; he was a man of
& perfect understanding ; yea, & man that did not delight in
bloodshed ; a man whose soul did joy in the liberty and the
freedom of his country, and his brethren from bondage and
slavery ; yea, a man whose heart did swell with iving
to his God, for the many privileges and blessings which he
bestowed his people ; a man who did labor exceedingly
for the wi and safety of his‘!)eople ; yea, and he was a
man who was firm in the faith of Christ, and he had sworn
with an oath, to defend his people, his rights, and his coun-
try, and his religion, even to the loss of his blood.

82. Now the Nephites were taught to defend themselves
against their enemies, even to the shedding of blood, if it were
necessary; yea,and they were also taught never to give an of-
fence; yea, and never to raise the sword; except it were against
an enemy, except it were to preserve their lives; and this was
their faith, that by so doing, God would p r them in
the land ; or in other words, if they were fai in keeping
the commandments of God, that he would prosper them in
the land ; yea, warn them to flee, or to prepare for war, ac-
cording to their er; and also, that God would make it
known unto them, whither they should go to defend them-
selves against their enemies; and by so doing, the Lord
would deliver them, and this was the-faith of Moroni; ands
his heart did glory in it ; not in the shedding of blood, but:
in doing good, in preserving his people; yes, in keeping the
commandinents of God ; yea, and resisting iniquity. Yea;.
verily, verily I say unto you, if all men had been, and were,
and ever would be, like unto Moroni, behold, the very
powers of hell would have been shaken for ever; yea, the
devil would never have power over the hearts of the chil-
dren of men. Behold, he was a man like unto Ammon, the
son of Mosiah, yea, and even the other sons of Mosish } yea,
and also Alma and his sons, for they were all men of God.
Now behold, Helaman and his brethren were no lees- ser-
viceable unto the lo, than was Moroni: for they did
preach the word of and they did baptize unto repentance
all men whosoever would hearken unto their words.

83. And thus they went forth, andthe cgoo le did humble
themselves because of their words, insomu they were
highly favoured of the Lord, and thus they were free from
wars and contentions among ‘themselves ; yes, even for the

-
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shields, and with breast-plates ; and they had also prepared
themselves with garmenta of skins ; yea, very thick garments
to cover their nakedness. And being thus prepared, they
supposed that they should easily overpower and subject their
brethren to the yoke of bondage, or slay and massacre them
according to their pleasure. But behold, to their uttermost
astonishment, they were prepared for them, in a maner which
never had been known among the children of Lehi. Now they
were prepared for the Lamanites, to battle, after the manner
of the instructions of Moroni.

35. And it came to pass that the Lamanites, or the Amalick-
iahites, were exceedingly astonished at their manner of prepa-
ration for war. Now if king Amalickiah had come down out
of the land of Nephi, at the head of his army, perhaps hewould
have caused the Lamanites to have attacked the Nephites at
the city of Ammonihah; forbehold, hedid carenot for theblood
of his people. But behold, Amalickiah did not came down him-
self, to battle. And behold, his chief captains durst not attack
the Nephites at the city of Ammonihah, for Moroni had altered
the management of affairs among the Nephites, insomuch
that the Lamanites were disappointed in their places of re-
treat, and they could not come upon them ; therefore they re- °
treated into the wilderness, and took their camp, and
towards the land of Noah, supposing that to be the next
best place for them to come against the Nephites; for they
knew not that Moroni had fortified or had built forts of secu-
rity for every city in all the land round about ; therefore, they
marched forward to the land of Noah, with a firm determina-
tion ; yea, their chief captains came forward, and took an oath
that they would destroy the people of that city. But, behold,
to their astonishment, the city of Noah, which had hitherto
been a weak place, had now, by the means of Moroni, become
strong ; yea, even to exceed the strength of the city Ammoni-
hah. And now behold, this was wisdom in Moroni : for he had
supposed that they would be frightened at the city Ammon-
ihah ; and as the city of Noah had hitherto been the weakest
part of the land, therefore they would march thither to bat-
tle; and thus it was, according to his desires. And behold,
Moroni had appointed Lehi to be chief captain over the men
of that city ; and it was that same Lehi who fought with the
Lamanites in the valley, on the east of the river Sidon.

86. And now behold it came to pass, that when the Lamanites
had found that Lehi commanded the city, they were again
dirappointed, for they feared Lehi exceedingly ; nevertheless
their chief captains had sworn with an oath, to attack the
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ites are marching towards the city of Cumeni; and behold,
they will fall upon them, yea, and will destroy our people.

20. And it came to pass that our prisoners did hear their
cries, which caused them to take courage ; and they did rise
up in rebellion against us. And it came to pass because of
their rebellion, we did cause that our swords should come
upon them. And it came to pass that they did in a body
run upon our swords, in the which, the greater number of
them were slain ; and the remainder of them broke through
and fled from us. And behold, when they had fled, and we
could not overtake them, we took our march with speed to-
wards the city of Cumeni ; and behold, we did arrive in time
that we might assist our brethren in preserving the city.
And behold, we are again delivered out of the hands of our
enemies. And blessed is the name of our God ; for behold,
it is he that has delivered us; yea, that has done this great
thing for us.

21. Now it came to pass that when I, Helaman, had heard
these words of Gid, I was filled with exceeding joy, because
of the goodness of God in preserving us, that we might not
all perish; yea, and I trust that the souls of them who have
been slaip, have entered into the rest of their God.

22. And behold, now it came to pass that our next object
was to obtain the city of Manti; but behold, there was no
way that we could lead them out of the city by our small
bands. For behold they remembered that whioch we had hi-
therto done ; therefore we could not decoy them away from
their strongholds; and they were so much more numerous
than was our army, that we durst not go forth and attack
them in their strongholds. Yea, and it became expedient that
we should employ our men, to the maintaining those
of the land, of the which we had retained of our possessibns;
therefore it became expedient that we should wait, that we
might receive more strength from the land of Zarahemla, and
also a new supply of provisions.

28. And it came to pass that I thus did send an embassy
to the governor of our land, to acquaint him concerning the
affairs of our people. And it came to pass that we did wait
to receive provisions and strength, from the land of Zara-
hemla. But behold, this did not profit us but little ; for the
Lamanites were also receiving great strength, from day to
day, and also many provisions; and thus were our circum-
stances at this period of time. And the Lamanites were
sallying forth against us, from time to time, resolving by
stratagem, to destroy us; nevertheless we could not come

| .y
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faith is strong in the prophecies concerning that which is to
come, And now, my beloved brother Moroni, that the Lord
our God, who has redeemed us and made us free, may keep
you continually in his presence ; yea, and that he may favour
this people, even that ye may have success in obtaining the
possession of all that which the Lamanites have taken from
us, which was for our support. And now, behold, I close
mine epistle. I am Helaman, the son of Alma. :

—

CHAPTER XXVIL

1. Now it came to pass in the thirtieth year of the reign of
the Judges over the people of Nephi, after Moroni had re-
ceived and had read Helaman's epistle, he was exceedingly
rejoiced because of the welfare, yea, the exceeding success
which Helaman had had, in obtaining those lands which were
lost ; yea, and he did make it known unto all his people, in
all the land round about in that part where he was, that they
might rejoice also.

2. And it came to pass that he immediately sent an epistle
to Pahoran, desiring that he should cause men to be ]gatherod
together to strengthen Helaman, or the armies of Helaman,
insomuch that he might with ease maintain that part of the
land which he had been so miraculously prospered in retain-
ing. And it came to pass when Moroni had sent this epistle
to the land of Zarahemls, he began again to lay a plan that
he might obtain the remainder of those possessions and cities
which the Lamanites had taken from them.

8. And it came to pass that while Moroni was thus making
preparations to go against the Lamanites to battle, behold,
the people of Nephihah, who were gathered together from
the city of Moroni, and the city of Lehi, and the city of Mo-
rianton, were attacked by the Lamanites; yea, even those
who had been compelled to flee from the land of Manti, and
from the land round about, had come over and joined the
Lamanites in this part of the land ; and thus being exceeding
numerous, yea, and receiving strength from day to day, by
the command of Ammoron they came forth the peo-
ple of Nephihah, and they did begin to slay them with an
exceedinti‘%mt slaughter. And their armies were so nu-
merous the remainder of the people of Nephihah were
obliged to flee before them ; and they came even and joined
the army of Moroni. And now as Moroni had supposed that
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there should be men sent to the city of Nephihsh, to the as-
sistance of the people to maintain that city, and knowing
that it was easier to keep the city from falling into the hands
of the Lamanites than to retake it from them, he supposed
that they would easily maintain that city; therefore he re-
tained all his force to maintain those places which he had
recovered.

4. And now when Moroni saw that the city of Nephihah was
lost, he was exceeding sorrowful, and began to doubt, be-
cause of the wickedness of the peeple, whether they should
not fall into the hands of their brethren. Now this was the
oase with all his chief captains. They doubted and marvel-
led also, because of the wickedness of the people ; and this be-
oause of the success of the Lamanites over them. And it came
to pass that Moroni was angry with the government, because
of their indifference concernin\g the freedom of their country.

5. And it came to pass that he wrote again to the governor
of the land, who was Pahoran, and these are the worde which
he wrote, saying, behold, I direct mine epistle to Pahoran,
in the city of Zarahemla, who is the Chief Judge and the Go-
vernor over the land, and also to all those who have been
chosen by this people to govern and manage the affairs of
this war ; for behold, I have somewhat to say unto them by
the way of condemnation ; for behold, ye yourselves know
that ye have been appointed to gather together men, and
arm them with swords, and with cimeters, and all manner
of weapons of war, of every kind, and send forth against the
Lamanites, in whatsoever parts they should come into our
land. And now behold, I say unto you that myself, and
also my men, and also Helaman and his men, have guffered
exceeding great sufferings ,lélea, even hunger, thirst, and fa-
tigue, and all manner of afflictions of every kind, But be-
hold, were this all we had suffered, we would not murmur
nor complain; but behold, great has been the slaughter
among our people; yea, thousands have fallen by the sword,
while it might have otherwise been if ye had rendered unto
our armies sufficient strength and succour for them. Yea,
great has been your neglect towards us. And now behold,
we desire to know the cause of this exceeding great neglect ;
yea, we desire to know the cause of your thoughtless state.
Can you think to it upon your thrones in a state of thought-
less stupor, while your enemies are spreading the work of
death around you? Yea, while they are murdering thou-
sands of your brethren ; yea, even they who have looked
up 0 you for protection, yea, have placed youzin a situation

K38
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that ye might have succored them ; yes, ye might have sent
armies unto them, to have strengthened them, and have sa-
ved thousands of them from falling by the sword? But be-
hold, this is not all, ye have withheld your provisions from
them, insomuch that many have fought and bled out their
lives because of their great desires which they had for the
welfare of this people; iea., and this they have done when
they were about to perish with hunger, because of your ex-
ceeding great neglect towards them.

6. And now, my beloved brethren, for ye had ought to be be-
loved ; yea, and ye had ought to have stirred yourselves more
diligently for the welfare and the freedom of this people; but
behold, ye have neglected them, insomuch that the blood of
thousands shall come upon your heads for vengeance; yea, for
known unto God were all t{eir cries, and all their sufferings.
Bshold, could ye suppose that ye could sit upon your thrones
and because of the exceeding goodness of God ye could do
nothing, and he would deliver you? Behold, if ye have sup-

osed this, ye have supposed in vain :—do ye suppose that,

ecause 8o many of your brethren have been killed because
of their wickedness ¢ I say unto you, if ye have supposed
this, ye have supposed in vain: for I say unto you, there are
many who have fallen by the sword ; and behold it is to your
condemnation ; for the Lord suffereth the righteous to be
slain that his justice and judgment may come upon the

wicked ; therefore ye need not suppose that the righteous

are lost because they are slain; but behold, they do enter
into the rest of the Lord their God.

7. Andnow behold, I‘:‘ai{ unto you, I fear exceedingly that
thejudgments of God will come upon this people, because of
their exceeding slothfulness; yea, even the slothfulness of our
government, and their exceeding great neglect towards their
brethren, yea, towards those who have been slain : for were it
not for the wickedness which first commenced at our head, we
could have withstood our enemies, that they could have gained
no power over us: yea, had it not been for the war which broke
out among ourselves ; yea, were it not for these king-men,who
caused so much bloodshed among ourselves; yea, at the
time we were contending among ourselves, if we had united
our strength as we hitherto have done; yea, had it not been
for the desire of power and authority which those king-men
had over us; had they been true to the cause of our freedom,
and united with us, and gone forth against our enemies, in-
stead of taking up their swords against us, which was the
cause of so much bloodshed among ourselves; yea, if we
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had gone forth against them in the strength of the Lord, we
should have dispersed our enemies; for it would have been
done according to the fulfilling of his word. But behold,
now the Larcanites are coming upon us, and they are mur-
dering our people with the sword: yes, our women and our
children : taking possession of our lands, and also ing
them away captive ; causing them that they should suffer all
manner of afflictions ; and this because of the great wicked-
ness of those who are seeking for power and authority ; yea,
even those king-men. But why should I say much concern-
ing this matter, for we know not but what ye yourselves are
seeking for authority? We know not but what ye are also
traitors to your country? Oris it that ye have neglected
us because ye are in the heart of our country, and ye are
surrounded by security, that ye do not cause food to be sent
unto us, and also men to strengthen our armies? Have yo
forgot the commandments of the Lord your God? Yea, have
ye forgot the captivity of your fathers? Have ye forgot the
many times we have delivered out of the hands of our
enemies? Or do ye suppose that the Lord will still deliver
us while we sit upon our thrones, and do not make use of
the means which the Lord has provided for us? Yea, will
ye sit in idleness while ye are surrounded with thousands of
those, yea, and tens of thousands, who do also sit in idleness,
while there are thousands round about in the borders of the
land who are falling by the sword, yea, wounded and bleed-
ing? Do ye suppose that God will look upon you as guilt-
less while ye sit still and behold these things? Behold I say
unto you, nay. Now I would that ye should remember that
God has said that the inward vessel shall be cleansed first,
and then shall the outer vessel be cleansed also.

8. And now except ye do repent of that which ye have done,
and begin to be up and doing, and send forth food and men
unto us, and also unto Helaman, that he may support those
parts of our country which he has retained, and that we may
also recover the remainder of our possessions in these parts,
behold it will be expedient that we contend no more with the
Lamanites until we have first cleansed our inward vessel ; yea,
even the great head of our government ; and except ye grant
mine epistle, and come out and shew unto me a true spirit
of freedom, and strive to strengthen and fortify our armies,
and grant unto them food for their support, behold I will
leave a part of my freemen to maintain this part of our land,
and I will leave the strength and the blessings of God upon
them, that none other power can operate against them ; and
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this because of their exceeding faith, and their patiencein
their tribulations ; and I will come unto you, and if there be
any among you that has a desire for freedom, yea, if there be
even a spark of freedom remaining, behold I will stir up in-
surrections among you, even until those who have desires to
usurp power and authority shall become extinot ; yea, behold
I do not fear your power nor your authority, but it is my
God, whom I fear, and it is according to his commandments
that I do take my sword to defend the cause of my country,
and it is because of your iniquity that we have suffered so
much loss. Behold it is time, yea, the time is now at hand,
that except ye do bestir yourselves in the defence of your
country and your little ones, the sword of justice doth gmg
over you; yea, and it shall fall upon you and visit you even
to your utter destruction. Behold, I wait for assistance
from you, and, except ye.do administer unto our relief, be-
hold I come unto you, even in the land of Zarahemla, and
smite you with the sword, insomuch that ye can bave no
more power to impede the progress of this people in the
eause of our freedom ; for behold, the Lord will not sufter
that ye shall live and wax strong in your iniquities to de-
stroy his righteous people. Behold, ean you suppose that
the Lord will spare you and come out in judgment against
the Lamanites, when it is the tradition of their fathers that
has caused their hatred ; yea, and it has been redoubled by
those who have dissented from us ; while your iniquity is for
the cause of your love of glory, and the vain things of the
world. Ye know that ye do transgress the laws of God, and
{e do know that ye do trample them under your feet. Be-

o0ld, the Lord saith unto me, if those whom ye have appoint.
ed your governors do not repent of their sing and iniquities,
ye shall go up to battle against them.

9. And now behold, I, Moroni, am constrained, sccording
to the covenant which I have made to keep the commandments
of x:{ God ; therefore I would that ye should adhere to the
word of God, and send speednlﬁ unto me of your provisions
and of your men, and also to Helaman. And behold, if ye
will not do this I come unto you speedily; for behold, God
will not suffer that we should perish with hunger; therefore
he will give unto us of your food, even if it must be by the
sword. Now see that ye fulfil the word of God. Behold, ¥
am Moroni, your chief captain. I seek not for power, but to
pull it down. 1 seek not for honour of the world, but for the
glory of my God, and the fresdom and welfare of my country.
And thus I close mine epistle.



+ HHO > (&

uu &
"2 g
0$"'5

"ok '

% le
" ' " %O"+
%0 " & "$
x g O3L+ ™
" VAN *¢$ 1" 2
tO o E $ /10 142
$"3/7/1% Jlr w0
1& 1# $+ o Myt R
S AR
+ /'I ’ "
0 "1 H$% 1)
0 1% 4 */ 31$% "
0, % "IL/+
10 $*
5

"+
"y

0% -
/+"$
"$
+ 0
/ 01%$%
nor gk #
"%1) / 0* $ 1'0 "+"$ 0
$1"% 1 ) ro s o
$# %+ /080" 1# 4TS 0
DUV SRR
# 1$%& "$# $ 0" ' 5
AR "$) "$# $ /
4'% 18 [+ VA 5
/" $4'S 0% 1% '%& 'S
0 1" 1+" 1 s 0
o v 1 $ "+ /+ 1
/$ 1+ "$$1 R
& Lo%;toov % :
) oS 4 0 48
= vt 4ty o
T
we Lt R
. 1" o g (o 2
e FL 4N 0
Cpkn By (8
UL /100 T1S S#L
4T %4#L S 3 %
f1 & + ™$" 4 x4+ 07/
A
g1t Ea 201 s
# [+ * -$ $1 .80
@& U$'ve# S+ tag
#%%& 18t s &S (7

1

#
[}
" g

"$
8

??,

o"1"



883 BOOK OF ALMA. [caap xx1x

if they would stay in their own land. We would not shed
the blood of our bpetfiren, if they would not rise up in re-
bellion and take the sword against us. We would subject
ourselves to the.yokeof bondage, if it were requisite with
the justice of God, or if he should command us so to do.
But behold he doth not command us that we shall subject
ourselves to our enemies, but that we should put our trust
in him, and he will deliver us ; therefore, my beloved brother,
Moroni, let us resist evil, and whatsoever evil we cannot re-
sist with our words, yea, such as rebellions and dissensions,
let us resist them with our swords, that we may retain our
freedom, that we may rejoice in the great privilege of our
church, and in the cause of our Redeemer and our God.
Therefore come unto me speedily with a few of your men,
and leave the remainder in the charge of Lehi and Teancum;
give unto them power to conduct the war in that part of the
land, according to the Spirit of God, which is also the spirit
of freedom which is in f.gem. Behold I have sent a few pro-
visions unto them, that they may not perish until ye can
come unto me. QGather together whatsoever force ye can
upon your march hither, and we will go speedily against those
dissenters in the strength of our God, according to the faith
which is in us, And we will take possession of the city of
Zarahemla, that we may obtain more food to send forth unto
Lehi and Teancum ; yea, we will go forth against them in
the strength of the Lord, and we will put an end to this
great iniquity.

3. And now, Moroni, I do-joy in receiving your epistle, for
I was somewhat worried concerning what we should do,
whether it should be just in us to go against our brethren.
But ye have said, except they repent, the Lord hath com-
manded you that ye should go against them. See that ye
strengthen Lehi and Teancum in the Lord: tell them to fear -
not, for God will deliver them ; yes, and also all those who
stand fast in that liberty wherewith God hath made them
free. And now I close mine epistle to my beloved brother
Moroni.

CHAPTER XXIX,

1. AND now it came to pass that when Moroni had received
this epistle, his heart did take courage, and was filled with
exceeding great joy, because of the faithfulness of Pahoran,
that he was not also a traitor to the freedom and cause of
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his ecountry. But he did also mourn exceedingly, because of

the iniquity of those who had driven Pahoran from the judg-

ment seat ; yea, in fine because of those who had rebelled
their country and also their God.

2. And it came to pass that Moroni took a small number
of men, according to the desire of Pahoran, and gave Lehi
and Teancum command over the remainder of his army, and
took his march towards the land of Gideon. And he did
raise the standard of liberty in whatsoever place he did enter,
and gained whateoever force he could in all his march to-
wards the land of Gideon.

8. And it came to pass that thousands did flock unto his
standard, and did take up their swords in the defence of their
freedom, that they might not come into bondage ; and thus
when Moroni had gathered together whatsoever men he
could in all his march, he came to the land of Gideon ; and
uniting his forces with that of Pahoran, they became exceeding
strong, even stronger than the men of Pachus, who wasthe king
of those dissenters who had driven out the freemen out of the
land of Zarahemla, and had taken possession of the land.

4. And it came to pass that Moroni and Pahoran went down
with their armies into the land of Zarahemla, and went forth
against the city, and did meet the men of Pachus, insomuch
that they did come to battle. And behold Pachus was slain,
and his men were taken prisoners, and Pahoran was restored
%o his judgment seat. And the men of Pachus received their
trial, according to the law, and also those king-men who had
‘been taken and cast into prison; and they were executed
according to the law ; yea, those men of Pachus, and those
king-men, whosoever would not take up arms in the defence
of their country, but would fight against it, were put to
death ; and thus it became expedient that this law should
‘be strictly observed for the safety of their country ; yea, and
whosoever was found denying their freedom, was ?edﬂi
executed according to the law. And thus ended the thirtiet!
year of the reign of the Judges over the people of Nephi ;
Moroni and oran having restored peace to the land of
Zarahemla, among their own people, having inflicted death

n all those who were not true to the cause of freedom.
"™ 8. And it came to pass in the commencement of the thirty
and first year of the reign of the Judges over the people of
Nephi, Moroni immediately caused that provisions should be
sent, and also an army of six thousand men should be sent un-
to Helaman to assist him in preserving that part of the land ;
and he also caused that an army of six thousand men, with a
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that Ammoron, and Amalickiah his brother, had been the
cause of this great and lasting war between them and the
Lamanites, which had been the cause of 8o much war and
bloodshed, yea, and so much famine.

16. And it came to pass that Teancum in his anger did go
forth into the camp of the Lamanites, and did let himself down
over the walls of the city. And he went forth with a cord,
from place to place, insomuch, that he did find the king; and
he did cast a javelin at him, which did pierce him near the
heart. But behold, the king did awake his servant before
he died, insomuch that they did pursue Teancum, and slew him.

17. Now it came to pass that when Lehi and Moroni knew
that Teancum was dead, they were exceeding sorrowful : for
behold he had been a man who had fought valiantly for his
country, yea, a true friend to liberty ; and he had suffered
very many exceeding sore afflictions. But behold, be waa
dead, and had gone the way of all the earth.

18. Now it came to pass that Moroni marched forth on the
morrow, and came upon the Lamanites, insomuch that they
did slay them with a great slaughter ; and they did drive them
out of the land ; and they did flee, even that they did not
return at that time against the Nephites. And thus ended
the thirty and first year of the reign of the Judges over the
people of Nephi; and thus the{ ad had wars, and blood-
sheds, and famine, and affliction, for the space of many years,
And there had been murders, and contentions, and d!men—
sions, and all manner of iniquity among the people of Ne-
phi; nevertheless for the righteous’ sake, yea, because of the
prayers of the righteous, they were spared. But behold, be-
cause of the exceeding great length of the war between the
Nephites and the Lamanites, many had become hardened, be-
cause of the exceeding great length of the war ; and many were
softened, because of their affliotions, insomuch that they did
humble themselves before God, even in the depth of humility.

19. And it came to pass that after Moroni had fortified those
parts of the land which were most exposed to the Lamanites,
until they were sufficiently strong, he returned to the city of
Zarahemla, and also Helaman returned to the place of his
inheritance; and there was once more peace established amo:
the people of Nephi And Moroni yielded up the comman
of his armies into the hands of his son, whose name was
Moronihah ; and he retired to his own house that he might
spend the remainder of his days in peace. And Pahoran did
return to his judgment seat; and Helaman did take upon
him again to p: unto the people the word of God : for
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because of 50 many wars and contentions, it had become ex-
pedient that a regulation should be made again in the church:
therefore Helaman and his brethren went forth, and did de-
clare the word of God with much power, unto the convincing
of many people of their wickedness, which did cause them to
repent of their sins,and to be baptized unto the Lord their God.

20. And it came to pass that they did establish again the
church of God, throughout all the land ; yea, and regulations
were made concerning the law. And their judges, and their
chief judges were chosen. And the people of Nephi began to
prosper again in the land, and began to multiply and to wax
exceeding strong again in the land. And they began to grow
exceeding rich ; but notwithstanding their riches, or their
strength, or their prosperity, they were not lifted up in the
{x;ide of their eyes ; neither were they slow to remember the

rd their God; but they did humble themselves exceedingly
before him ; yea, they did remember how great things the
Lord had dome for them, that he had delivered them from
death, and from bonds, and from prisons, and from all manner
of afflictions; and he had delivered them out of the hands of
their enemies. And they did pray unto the Lord their God
continually, insomuch that the Lord did bless them, according
to his word, so that they did wax strong, and prosper in the
land. And it came to pass that all these things were done.
And Helaman died, in the thirty and fifth year of the reign
of the Judges over the people of Nephi.

CHAPTER XXX,

1. AND it came to pass in the commencement of the thirty
and sixth year of the reign of the Judges over the people of
Nephi, that Shiblon took possession of those sacred thi
which had been delivered unto Helaman by Alma; and he
was a just man, and he did walk uprightly before God; and
he did observe to do good continually, to keep the command-
ments of the Lord his God ; and also did his brother.

2. And it came to pass that Moroni died also. And thus
ended the thirty and sixth year of the reign of the Judges.
And it came to pass that in the thirty and seventh year of the
reign of the Judges, there was a large company of men, even
to the amount of five thousand and four hundred men, with
their wives and their children, departed out of the land of
Zarahemla, into the land which was nori*.hwm‘d.2 g

L
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8. And it came to pass that Hagoth, he being an exceeding

ourious man, therefore he went forth and built him an ex-
ceeding large ship, on the borders of the land Bountiful, by
the land Desolation, and launched it forth into the west sea,.
by the narrow neck which led into the land northward. And
behold, there were many of the Nephites who did enter therein
and did sail forth with much provisions, andalso many women
and children ; and they took their course northward. And
thus ended the thirty and seventh year. And in the thirty
and eighth year, this man built other ships. And the first ship
did also return, and many more people did enter into it; and
they also took much provisions, and set out again to the
land northward.
" 4, And it came to pass that they were never heard of more.
And we suppose that they were drowned up in the depths of
the sea. And it came to pass that one other ship also did
sail forth ; and whither she did go, we know not. And it
came to pass that in this year, there were many people who
went forth into the land northward. And thus ended the
thirty and eighth year.

5. And it came to pass in the thirty and ninth year of the
reign of the Judges, Shiblon died also,and Corianton had gone
forth to the land nothward, in a ship, to carry forth provi-
sions unto the people who bad gone forth into that land ;
thereforeit became expedient for Shiblon to confer thosesacred
things, before his death, upon the son of Helaman, who was
called Helaman, being called after the name of his father.
Now behold, all those engravings which were in the posses-
sion of Helaman, were written and sent forth among the ‘chil-
dren of men throughout all the land, save it were those parts
which had been commanded by Alma should not go forth.
Nevertheless, these things were tobe kept sacred, and handed
down from one generation to another ; therefore, in this year,
they had been conferred upon Helaman, before the death of
Shiblon. And it came to pass also in this year, that there
were some dissenters who had gone forth unto the Lamanites;
and they were stirred up again to anger against the Nephites.
And also in this same year, they came down with a numerous
army to war against the people of Moronihah, or against the
army of Moronihah, in the which they were beaten, and driven
back again to their own lands, suffering great loss. And
thus ended the thirty and ninth year of the reign of the
Judges over the people of Nephi. And thus ended the ac-
count of Alma, and Helaman his son, and also Shiblon, who
was his son,







































































































































































































































































































