














































































































































































































































































































102 MYSTERIOUS MANIFESTATIONS :

HUMAN MAGNETISM,

It*may be asked, May not all these things be accounted for
on the principle of Auman magnetism, without allowing the
spirits of the dead, or the devil, or demons, to have anything
to do with them? 'We answer, Some things can be accounted
for in ‘that way, but not all, unless man possess in himself vastly
greater power than has ever yet been discovered, which he is
capable of exercising without any knowledge or volition of his
own. Woe have seen a few attempts to solve the mystery on
this hypothesis; but every such solution is applicable only to
a few particular cases, and utterly fails when applied to the
whole phenomenon. The most plaustble theory of this class
that we have seen, is set forth in an article from Samuel Tay-
lor, a respectable physician of Petersham, Mass., published in
a late number of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.

Mr. Taylor calls the power that produces these effects de-
tacked wvital electricity. After giving an account of his own
experience in writing under this mysterious influence, Mr.
Taylor says:

! «T can, however, communicate my ideas no better than by
saying, that the human system under some circumstances seems
capable of eliminating what I will term, for my present pur-
pose, a detached vital electricity, such as is not. brought into
action in the common operations of life, which, by concentra-
ting in the hand, gives it (I will not say volitions independent
of the sensorium), but the ability to perform acts in which the
consciousness of the performance of such action is not returned
to the common sensorium. Better to illustrate my meaning, I
will say, in the common act of writing a letter to a friend, the
mind wills and the hand obeys its dictates. But the term
‘mind’ is only a name for that certain something which passes
in continuous current from the brain to the hand, and makes it
write. But in this case, a reflux current (if I may so express
it) is continuously running back to the brain to convey to i
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the consciousness of the performance of the act by the hand.
In the case of the so-called spiritual writings,. although the act
may really have originated in the individual's own bram, and a
current passed to the hand dictating the performance of certain
acts or motions, yet no current returns to convey an idea of the
performance of such acts by the hand. The current may be
supposed to pass off from the person.”

Now, we confess that this solution appears quite as strange
and unnatural to our own mind, as the problem itself. We
will name a few points which we think this theory will find
it difficult to explain.

1. TIf the act originates in the writer’s own brain, why does
he not know what was to be written until his hand has written
it, as was the case with Mr. Taylor? Certainly the mind must
have a consciousness of its own operations.

2. This theory ascribes independent intelligence to the hand,
which is unreasonable; or,

3. It ascribes life and intelligence to a current of electricity
— “detached vitalised [that is, made alive] electricity,” as Mr.
Taylor calls it.

4. The hand often manifests a skill mn writing, which neither
the medium nor persons present can be supposed to possess.
For example, Mr. Taylor says, “I know I did not make a
voluntary motion, but let the so-called spirits have my hand to
do what they pleased with it. I invoked the spirit of Benja-
min Franklin to write his name, and the name was written in
- the manner I have described above, When the last letter was
finished, my hand began to go down under the name, and I
could not think what it was about, but its gyrations soon exe-
cuted the flourish as seen in the fac-simile of Franklins auto-
graph.” Mr. Taylor’s hand executed other signatures which
were fac-similes of the autographs of the deceased persons.
Now, it is not reasonable to suppose that Mr. Taylor had so
disciplined his hand in making these particular signatures that
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he could make them in such perfection — especially when ke
did not know what he was writing! The same objection will
lie against attributing the moving of the hand by the electrical
power of any other person present. We are informed that such
chirographic performances are uniformly fac-similes of the au-
tography of the deceased persons to whom the writing is attri-
buted, even when executed by the hands of persons inexpe-
rienced in penmanship.

In view of these objections (and more might be stated), we
conclude that Mr. Taylor’s hypothesis is insufficient to account
for this phenomenon-of what is called spiritual writing, He
does not undertake to account for other strange feats said to be
performed by these invisible agents, such as making raps, mov-
ing furniture, throwing things about, &e., &e. Asillustrative
of this, we give the following from a paper called the Star
City, allowing the writer to tell his own story in his own
style:

“The most important and wonderful exhibits, of which we
have any knowledge, occurred on last Sunday week, or, ¢2s us
Yankees would say,’ about ¢a fortnight ago from next Sunday.’
We learn that on that day, at a certain house, in a certain
street in our city, there was a young lady boarder who was a
Medium, and had been onefor some time. It appears that the
spirits have a firm and energetic hold upon her. They are
exceedingly obstinate, and must certainly be spirits feminine
wo judge — from the fact that they ¢will have their own way ’
all the time. To chide them in their obstinate and rebellious
manifestations is impossible, and ‘cannot be done. On the holy
day to which we refer, we learn that they got so exceedingly
furious that they jerked off a large pair of smoothing irons
from the mantle-shelf, and hurled them with as much force as
old Satan would glowing brands of fire. And not being satis-
fied with this manifestation of the Duyvel spiritualized, they
went on to other and greater misdemeanors: '

“ Plates were removed from the table, the old precious,
blessed teakettle was unhooked from its cruel mockery of
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human executions, and set down on the remotest corner of the
soctal hearth — sticks of heavy, green, soggy wood danced
merrily in the devouring flames, apparently regardless and
soulless concerning the consuming fire — the big pot was
thrown into the little one — the knives and forks made love
to one another, and commenced dancing a regular fandango
to the good old tune, ‘One Hundred,” ‘right at the table’—a
pair of shears flew at the lady of the house — the cradle was
tipped over in furious haste and spilt out the ¢sleeping wee
one,) and tuned an organ to distress. In-fact, there was a
grealer commotion in that usually quiet abode, and a more
singular trickery of material and dnsensible substances than
was that singular affair of Old Mother Goose that she describes
in the following choice, classical effusion of poesy:
¢ High derry diddle,
Th% cat’;rg;n the fiddle, &e.*

¢ The consequence of it all was, the Medium was at once com-
manded to take French leave, that gentle peace and harmony
might be restored; for the sight was such a frightful one that
the Mess-dame really flew the shanty, as for her life, and stood
tremblingly alive with fear at such a wanton uswrpation of do-
mestic rights and bliss—and such a defiance of its compro-
Iise.

« At other places we have heard of wonderful transactions
that would be too tedious to mention at this time.”

In the city of Rochester, two intelligent and respectable
ladies were led into the canal by this unseen-guide, which pro-
mised therm they would find some object they desired, if they
would go, in the night, and wade directly into the water: they
obeyed, and but for immediate aid from the husband of one
of them, who, mistrusting something was not right, was watch-
ing them, they would have been drowned, This case reminds
us of the man’s son who Was possessed of a ¢ dumb spirit,” or
‘“devil,”” which often cast him “into the fire, and into the
water” — Matt. xvii. 14—-18; Mark ix. 17-29. Turn to the
New Testament, and read this account entire, dear reader, if

you have Eecome ensnared by these rapping demons, and be-
% :
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ware lest thou be like him. May the same hand in mercy
deliver you from this dreadful power!

At a housein Cincinnati, some unknown power began to
break the windows: some seventy panes of glass were broken
out. The police were sent for, and stationed in all parts of the

" house, and aboutit. The windows continued to be broken

after the police arrived, and while they were searching and
watching for the cause. They saw the windows broken, hut
could not discover the cause. No visible object was seen cin-
ployed, except one onion, which was thrown with violence
through one pane: but where the onion came from they could
not tell.

‘Who can tell to what fearful ends this dreadful power may be
carried? There is no safety against its wiles and its violence:
but in faith in God and his word. Those who believe in the
immortality of the soul are in much the most danger of being
imposed upon by these lying demons. Believe the Scripture
testimony in xegard to the state of the dead—that they are
unconscious — “know nothing,” — them, as they have said
themselves, you are ¢ clad in a coat of mail” against them.

As we have shown before, it is the general opinion, as well
as the testimony of the spirits themselves, that

THESE PHENOMENA ARE PRODUCED BY ELECTRICAL POWER.

The following explanation is from the N. Y. Z%ibune for
January 21:

“Here it was proposed that the spirit should produce his
credentials — answer test questions — that we might have cor-
fidence. To this he readily assented, answered every interroga-
tory, without evasion, ambiguity, or equivocation; named, of
his own aceord, little incidents, known only to himself and some
one member of the family, while that member withdrew from
the table, &e. In short, our questions expressive of doubt were
pushed to the verge of incivility, and were excusable only on the
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plea that we were required to believe in something highly
incredible in its very nature. For instance:

% Question — to the spirit of Samuel . Wood:

“¢How and why are spirits thus permitted and enabled at
this time to commune with their brethren in the flesh? and
why is it necessary to have a medium ¥

“ Answer: *In the year eighteen hundred and forty-three, a
change was made in the world of spirits, and the immortal
prineiple of man was enabled to so far break from the inertness
of their condition, as to come to earth and communicate through
electrical agency — a subtile agency, but sufficient for our pur-
pose. For agents or mediums, we take nervous people,
as, through them, we are better able to communicate, as
they are better mediums, being possessed of more nervo-vital
fluid, which is a better conductor of electricity, being more
purely electrical inits nature, physicians’ theories to the contrary
notwithstanding.’

“ About this time, the communication was interrupted, and
objections were raised; first, that it was not electricity, but.
something analogous thereto, that had an agency in these de-
monstrations, yet the spirit insisted that it was identically
Franklinian electricity. Upon inquiry of this spirit, we under-
stood his meaning to be, that the nervo-vital fluid isa better
excitor of electricity, being more purely electrical in mediums,
than in other people. Being requested to proceed, he said :—

“¢ How glorious for those, who have no faith in Ged, to think
that there 1s a future existence beyond the valley of the shadow
of death !’

“ Question: ¢ Do you mean, How happy it is for those, who
have had no faith in the revelation of God, to be convinced of |
their error, and be assured, &e.? '

“ Answer: ‘Yes!

“ Question — [Jan, 16]— *How do you make the raps on
the table®

“ Answer: ¢Through the medium, we are able to send elec-
tricity to the table; which, coming in contact with a hard body
and a non-conductor, produces a concussion, and passes off in
the air, it being a better conductor

“Meaning — by the agency of the medium, and his nervo-
vital fluid, in obedience to an effort of our will, we excite and
propel electricity,” dre.
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‘We may grant that electricity is the agent by which these
things are done; and we presume it is so; yet it by no means
follows, that either human beings, or theé spirits of the dead,
excite the electricity in such cases. It is more reasonable to
suppose that it is done by the devil, or some of his invisible
angels, called unclean spirits or demons. The mediums be-
come entirely passive to the control of these invisible operators,
and then they affect their minds and muceles as they please.
This will be seen from the following directions how to become
a medium, which we copy from a work entitled, “ Light from
the Spirit World,” by the author of the Pilgrimage of Thomas
Paine:

“RULES.
“We would recommend the following rules to persons de-
sirous of becoming Mediums:

1. Sit one hour each day where no noise will attract atten-
tion,

2. When sitting, concentrate the mind on the spirit from
whom a communication is desired, until the hand is
moved. :

3. When the hand is moved, neither aid nor resist its move-
ment.

4. When the spirit desires to communicate, it will write with-
out aid, to do which it is sometimes found necessary to
impress on the mind of the medium, the word intended
to be written,

5. When the impression is made, the hand will be moved to
write the word as it is impressed on the mind.

6. When the word is written as impressed on the mind, the
medium should not doubt, because doubt is what makes
resistance.

7. When mediums resist, nothing reliable can be written.

8. Some will be.moved to write without impressions, and .
they will write slower than others, until they can be
impressed.

9. Hold no controversy with any one on the subject of writ-
ing, and avoid all disputes.
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10. When the medium is moved to write, one hour only in
each day should be spent, until directed by spirits.

11. When directions are given, the medium must be wise
and obey.

12. Whe wisdom of the wise shall control the folly of the
unwise. Therefore the medium would do well to
concentrate the mind on spirits of that circle capa-
ble of instructing in the knowledge of God and the
wisdom of heaven.”

When the person has thus yielded himself up under the
delusive impression, that the spirits of the deceased are going
to communicate something important to, or through him, how
easy for the devil to “lead him captive at his will,” and make
him his medium of deception to the world! We submit the
following

RULES
TO AVOID BECOMING MEDIUMS.

1. Taxe megp! Watch and pray.
2. Set your mind on things heavenly and divine,
8. When you feel that mysterious influence coming on you,
resist the devil, and he will flee from you.
4. Try the spirits whether they are of God.
5. Place no dependence upon impressions; let the plain testi-
mony of God’s word decide every matter.
6. You should not doubt God’s word; because unbelief ex-
poses you to the temptations of the devil.
7. 8o long as you resist the devil, you cannot be led captive
: by him.
The way to become 1mpressed with the truth is, to study
the Bible, with prayer.
9. Contend earnestly for the falth once delivered unto the
saints.
10. When tempted to become a medium, say, ¢ Get behind
me, Satan!”

8
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(11, Full directions are givenin the Bible: be wise, and obey
them.
12. Be not deceived. The fear of the Lord is the beginning
of wisdom, Seek first the kingdom of God and his
righteousness. Let no man take thy crown.

/

THE DEVIL A REAL BEING.

‘We are aware that the prevailing opinion is, that there is no
real, personal devil; that what is called the devil is ouly an
evil principle in man. Those who are of this opinion ave, of
course, not prepared to receive the solution we have given of
the “spirit rappings.” If there is a real, personal devil, with
a character aseribed to him in the Seriptures, we might expect
that he would seek to induce men to disbelieve in his existence;
for to be feared and shunned, he needs only to be known.

1. Men are bad enough; but they are not devils. Some
are devilish. When we hear a person called a devil, we un-
derstand it to be a strong figure, comparing him to the great
prince of wickedness; and we conceive it difficult for any per-
son to avoid making the comparison in his own mind.

2. In the days of our Saviors first advent, many persons
are said to have been possessed of devils, or demons. Some
of these persons were dumb; yet the devils possessing them
spake. Has an evil principle vocal organs? Some were thrown
into the fire and into the water. Did an evil prineciple in them
do this? Tn one case, the demons, after praying aloud, were
cast out of the men, and wen! into a herd of swine. Was this
a “Jegion ” of evil principles?

3. The story of the fall contains evidence to prove that the
devil is not an evil principle in man. The whole creation had
been completed, man the crowning work, and all pronounced
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“very good.” If man was “good” he had no devil in him,
nor evil principle. The devil (no matter now about his form;
let it be a snake if you please,) at first appeared to the woman;
talked with her, and gave her the fruit. She ate, and gave to
her husband, and he ate. In making her excuse, the woman
said, ¢ The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat” —not my evil
disposition. Then follow three distinct curses: First, upon
the tempter; second, upon the woman; third, upon the man.
If there were not three persons in that transaction, the record
is calculated to deceive. ¢ But it was a serpent,” says one.
Well, the devil can as easily transform himself into a serpent
as into an angel of light. This objection does not lie at all
against the distinct personality of the devil.

4. The first two chapters of the book of Job contain clear
evidencoe that there is a real being called the devil, or Satan.
The reader will please examine those chapters in full.

5. The story of the temptation furnishes unanswerable proof
against the theory, that the.devil is only an evil prineiple in
man., Did he, the Son of God, “who knew no sin,” have a
devil inwrought in his very being? Read the whole narrative
in Matt. iv., or Luke iv,, and you camnot resist the convietion,
that the Satan who tempted our Lord was a real and distinct
being.

6. The devil is uniformly represented in the Seriptures as
the great foe of man, against whom we are to watch, and
whom we are to resist.

7. The evil principle, which the theory we are opposing,
calls the devil, is, in the Scriptures, called the ¢ flesh.”

8. The devil has the “power of death.” See Heb. ii. 14.
This cannot be said of an evil principle in man. Christ will
destroy him, in fulfilment of Gen. iii. 15. He is the ¢ prince
of the power of the air;” ¢ the god of this world:” he rules
in the hearts of the children of disobedience, and blinds their
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minds. He is represented by the ¢strong man armed” -in
Luke xi. 21, 22. Christ can control him.

9. We learn from Matt. xxv. 41, that at the judgment-day
an everlasting fire (called everlasting from its effects,) will have
been prepared for the devil and his angels, and that wicked men
will have their part in that place with them. This shows that
the devil and his angels are a class of beings distinet from
wicked men. That place is often called hell (gekenna, not
hadesy). But the Bible does not justify what the spirit of
Lorenzo Dow is reported to have said, viz., that « kell is man’s
own body)” Methinks if Dow were alive, and could preach to
these spirits once, they would cease slandering him in this way.
The effect of being cast into that fire, is said, in Rev. xx. and
xxi,, to be the “second death.”

The Seriptures record more wonderful feats that have been
pelformed by the devil, than any that have yet been witnessed
in these mysterious manifestations of our day. We may yet
see greater than have ever been recorded.

FAMILIAR SPIRITS.

These spinits are exceedingly *faméliar.” With those en-
tirely devoted to them, they will do almost anything, rap, write,
move, or throw things about, play musical instruments, touch
them, pull their hair, pinch them, throw them down, direct
them from place to place, whisper, peep, groan, mutter and talk
to them, &ec. &e. They prefer that those with whom they are
communicating be cheerful and even jovial; and intercourse
with them does not, so far as we have seen and heard, at all
tend to produce sobtiety, or cultivate any of the Christian
graces, Though they are sometimes pious; yet they are not
very select in their company, communing as freely with the
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profligate and profane as with the virtuous and Christian. To
show the light in which these ¢ familiar spirits” are held by
the Bible, we give the principal passages in which reference is
made to them:

Lev. xix. 81: “Regard not them that have familiar spirits,
neither seek after wizards,to be defiled with them; I am the
Lord your God.” .

xx. 6: “The soul that turneth after such as have familiar
spirits, and after wizards, to go a whoring after them, I will
even set my face against that soul, and will cut him off from
among his people.”

Ver. 27: ¢ A man also or a woman that hath a familiar
spirit, or that is a wizard, shall surely be put to death.”

Deut. xviii. 10, 11: * There shall not be found among you
# % % 3 consulter with familiar spirits.”

1 Sam, xxviil. 7; 1 Chron. x.13: “Then Saul said unto his
servants, Seek me a woman that hath a familiar spirit, that I
may go to her, and inquire of her. 8o Saul died for his trans-
gression which he committed against the Lord, even against
the word of the Lord, which he kept not, and also for asking
counsel of one that had a familiar spirit.”

Isa. vili. 19: “ And when they shall say unto you, Seek
unto them that have familiar spirits, and unto wizards, that
peep and that mutter; should not a people seek unto their
God?”

Who will dare disregard these plain directions of God’s
word? Remember, you do it when you consult these familiar
spirits.  Gop names himself in contrast to these spirits, and
says, “Should not a people seek unto their Gop,” instead of
thein 8

How vast the contrast between the revelations from him,made
by holy angels and prophets, and contained in the Bible, and
the revelations of these familiar rapping spirits!
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NECROMANCY.

Necromancy is “the art of revealing future events by means
of a pretended communication with the dead. 2. Enchantment,
conjurations.”. — Webster. It is from the Greek nekros, which
means the dead in opposition to theliving; and manteia, from
manteuomai, to divine, prophesy, deliver an oracle; in general,
to consult an oracle. Seek divinations. Hence, necromancy
signifies, not only prophesying by the dead, but consulting
them in anyway. The consulting of these rapping spirits iz
necromancy, in the most emphatic sense. This is forbidden by
the Bible.

Deut. xviii. 10, 11: “There shall not be found among you
* % % g pecromancer.”

King Saul was condemned and slain; and one of his chief
offences, was secking to consult Samuel when dead. The Lord
asks by his prophet Isaiah, why a people should forsake him
and consult the dead in behalf of the living.— Isa. viil
19, 20.

BEWARE |

It is a device-of the devil, to make people believe that the
dead are alive, and induce them to consult them, and then give
the responses himself. Remember, dear reader, that Satan is
the high priest of mADES, the place or state-of the dead; and
if you inquire at that oracle; if yon get any response, it will
be from him. He is ever ready, with his countless hosts of
angels, or subordinate demons, to ensnare the unwary. Be-
ware of him. He is an adversary, and seeketh whom he may
devour. He has already, in the United States, about two
thousand writing mediums, and perhaps more than twenty
times that number, who habitually hold intercowrse with him
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by means of these demoniacal revelations. As yet, there have
been only a few instances of great violence, but enough to show
there is a tremendous and fearful power that may be employed
if allowed. What effect continued intercourse with these de-
mons may have on the minds of persons we cannot say. We
find the following statement in a recent number of one of
our city papers: “Six patients have been admitted into the
Indiana Insane Hospital within the past month whose insanity
has been produced by the spirit rappings.” This is the fruit of
one month in the State of Indiana. 'Who can tell what the
end will be? ' :

% Now the spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times
some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits
and doctrines of devils; speaking lies in hypocrisy.” — 1 Tim.
iv. 1, 2.

“And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion,
that they should believe a lie; that they all might be dammed
who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteous-
ness.”—2 Thess. 11, 11, 12.

Commending him to the word of God’s grace, and entreating
him to abide in the truth, and watch unto prayer, that he may
escape the perils of these last days, and stand before the Son of
Man at his appearing, we bid the reader Aniv.
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TABLE MOVING.

To the Editor of The N. Y. Tribune.

Sir: I have been expecting for some time to sce some
rational explanation of the phenomena of  Zable movings”
80 called, but seeing none, and as superstitious ideas are
still associated with them in the minds of many, I submit
the following to the consideration of yourself and readers,

The explanation of these phenomena, as it seems to me,
way be found in the well known fact, that muscles will act
in obedience to emotional impulses, and @ predominant idea,
without any exercise of the will, and often, tn opposition to
il—the person mot being conscious of having cxerted any
muscular power.

It is not every person that can voluntarily indace thig
state, to that degree requisite to move tables, &c., without
consciousness of exertion, but there are some, aad in every
neipkborheod, one ormore; so that there is scarcely a per-
gon in the community now, who has not had an opportunity
of witnessing the phenomena. The emotional state, in the
cage of table-movings, consists, chiefly, in many instances,
in the strong belief, or expectation, that through some elec-
trical or other mysterious influence, the table will sooner or
later move ; but this is not essential—the very idew of table-
moving, withiout any faith in it, will excite, after a while, in
mazy individuals, involuntary, eutomatic movements, and
the table will move, while the person who causes its move-
ments, is entirely nnconscious of exerting volition, orthe
shightest amount of force. If the table be heavy, such in-
dividual, will after a time, feel weary and exhausted, which
is often erroneously attributed to the abstraction of elec-
tricity from the body. This abstraction of mind, aud con-
centration upen one idea, with or wiihout the swrong ex-
pectation of success, at length excites involuntary efforts,
often very powerful, which even the will probably could not
rcstrain, and the table cuts many strange antics, and makes
sundry irregfilar movements, now forward, and now from
the individual in total violation of all laws of attraction or
repulsion, as conrected with eleetricity, or auy other
knownagent. The will, however, is not wholly without
influenee, for the table will take the direction which the jn-
dividval wishes, or which some one present may indicate,
as up stairs, or toward a particular part of the room, or
will stand cn ore leg, or revolvein either direction, or move
1o cither side, Emotional excitement may intemsify voli-
tional pewer in certain persons, so that they can lits extra-
ordinary weighte, and do very wonderful things; and that
too without conscions effort,asin artificial somnambulism; in
which state amar has been known too swing a 231b. weight
around Lis head on his little fruger alone, whicllhe could




not bave done iu his pataral and waking state. His whole
mental encrgy is concentrated on- one objeet, his whole
mind occupied by ong idea, and e is not conseions at
the time, or afterward, of exerting any muscular power:

t is very probable that in cases where any heavy tables
o1 other bodies are moved, the medium may be in a psycho-
logical condition, apalogous to if not identical with that
of artificial sonnambulism. 8o, in the well-known experi-
ment, where four persons lift a full sized individual frony
the floor or the ground into the air by the aid of two fin-
gers of each hard, when they all take in a full breath pre-
viously to the effort, the person lifted doing the same. But
the suecess in this experiment, as may cagily be proved,
depends entirely, as it does in table-moving, on fixing the
attention closely on the effort, if not the full convietion of
success. Let the attention of the lifteis be distracted, or
let them be wholly skeptical. which will have the effoct of
distracting the attention, the body will not be elsvated, but
weigh down like so much lead. But if the condition

| above mentioned be fulfilled, then the body will be lifted

with the greatest ease; and that too, without conscious ef-
fart, while it is demonstrable that each of the four lifters
raised, perhaps, from 30 to 40 pounds each, This is quite
as wonderfnl as table moving, it it does not belong to the
same class of phenomena. 1 have in repeated instances
suddenly seized the arms of a medium, whose hands were
gaid to rest lightly on the table, the table itself moving in
all sort of directions, and found, as 1 judged, 2 pressure of
from 5 to 30 or more pounds exertsd, according to the
awmount of strepgth required, although the medium stated
positively that the hands barely rested on the table. This
may be a rude experiment where ladies are the mediums,
as they mostly are, but still it is a very useful and counelu-
sive one to such as choose to try it. But very little power;
however, is required to move the tables gencrally used, ag
light pne, card, or quartette tables; and when in motion,,
stillless. The phenomena which may be produged ie that
state of natural ang} m‘tificial reverie and abstraction, ahb-
surdly called the ¢ivlogical statc, may possibly throw some:

| light on this subject. The actions occurring in this state

are essentially automatic ; the movements are independent:
of volition, or motion, depending on ideas which are sug-
gested to and which oceupy the mind atb the time; ands
which some physiologists eall édeo-motor—the result of the
r¢flex action of the cerebrum; and so the automatie, invol-
uutary movements in table-moving, occurring in a state of
abatraction or partial reverie, are equally zdeo motor, the
result of the w}m‘ action of the brain, and flow from the,
ideas possessing it 2t the time. This peculiar mental con-.
dition, or abslvacion, way, Aftex a whils, be yoium.
tarity induced:; and I Giaye snown females wiro
at fixst requived Lalf an Lour or more of silenve
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and coneenyrs s h . into thi
state of abs* . “00R to bring the mind in his

e waction-——whexn muscular movemsnts would be

_wdependent of the will, or exerted with unconscious--
» ef volition—who by practice could induce it almost
armcdiately, and the table would begin to move almest
a8 8con as the hands were placed on it. Just so sog
females can by practice induce syncope, the hystericalk
condilion, or artificial somzambulism, at will. That the
movement is determined by the dominant ideais evident.
from the fact that if the persons whose hands rest on the
table occupy their time in conversation, or story-telling, or
listening to thereading of some interesting book, the table-
will not budge an inch. The mind must be occupied with
the idca ¢hat the table is about to move, or with tablemoving,.
or it will not move ; but then the volitional power may be
divected to other objects; it may even be exerted to pre-
vent the movements of the table, but still it will move.
And thus the museular action is wholly automatic and in-
veluntary, and the med¥um 18 neither conscious at the thine
nor afterward ¢f having had the slightest instramentality
in causing the movements. Llany are satisfied that they
move the tables, but are wholly unable to give any expla-
nation as to lhowitis done. Some, however, are wholly
incredulous, and stoutly deny that they have any agency
in the matter, and, being persons of wveracity, others
take them at their word, aud then resolve the ‘whole
business into the work of spirits, or electrical ac-
tion, ingtead of seeking an cxplanation in accordauce
with the known laws of mind. Some persons have tha
habit of ¢ thinking cloud,” as it is called, who are just as-
unwilling to believe what they are told to have uttered, as
table-movers to believe that they moved the tables. In the
one case talling is involuntary, and there is no remem-
bered consciousness of the act, and in the other muscular
exertion. 'To show the influence of a predominant idea over
an individual, take the case of a person who stands on g
dangerous hight or precipice; his mind is occupied with the

. idea of the consequences of his fall, and he either throws.
' Lhimself down, or hastens from ths spot, for fear he will do

g0. At onetime it became so common for persons to throw
themselves from the monument in London, and the Napo-
leon column in the Place Vendoms, in Paris, that the pub-
lic authorities caused access to them to be cloged.

I shall be gratified to find the above explanation satisfac-
tory to reflecting and rational minds, (there are some whom
we may not hope to satisfy, as of spirit-rappings,) and serve
to dispel some of the supershition to which the table-moviag
phenomena have given rise. Rio.

QGenesa, May 20, 1853,
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