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united form in the most interior portions of the material organism.
They wish, in the next place, to have the truth clearly perceived,
that the external senses are merely the instruments of the internal
being_ that they have no independent action of their own,
distinct from the oihce of the unseen inte”igence that OCCUpieS
the inward citadel, and that they have no power of Operating in
such a manner as to be the instruments of sensation without the
presence of a connecting link between them and the mind.
These propositions are exceedingly simple, @nd may be easily
Comprehended by the most Superiicia| view of the relations which
exist between the Sp”"t and the senses. On the basiS, therefore’
which is established in these propositions, the spirits desire to
present the truth which will be seen to |mmed|ate|y fO”OW, that
the real source of all sensation lies in the spirit- that the several
org ailsTf sense* Imts"'naaaai™'tary arellsimply the medium
through which the jndwelling soul is accustomed to manifest its
presence and action. This being the case, the conclusion is appa-

rent that the sensesproperlypbelong_HtQ the spjlrhland "not to the_
body and the statement iS perfecﬂy consistent with the realities

which Splnts perce“/el that the eye and ear act Only as the appro-

priate avenues through Which the jmpression of external things
is conveyed tothe internal sensorium of the spi rit. The image

of an outward object is transmitted through the undulations of
light to the retina of the eye, from which it is conveyed by cor-
responding undulations of the nervous iiuid to the external
sensorium, Within whose inmost depths reside the sensational
powers of the soul. Therefore the emcmamlon of the object sup-
posed to be seen, is the real substance which is visible to the
spirit, and not the object itself. because in the process by which
the sense Of vision is produced, there is no direct relation between
the external substance and the perceiving soul, it being 0n|y the
projected image of the former which is beheld py the latter.
From this fact the prominent idea will be readily conceived that
the spirit, in the ordinary state of the individual, resides within
its material frame as an inhabitant of the earthly tabernacle, and
receives its knowledge of what is transpiring in the external world

only by the messages Which are conveyed through the material

organs and impressed upon the spiritual sensorium. The ordinary
5



34: ELEMENTS OF SPIRITUAL PHILOSOPHY.

perceptions ©f an individual are thus resolved into mere impres-
sions, which are received by the spirit through the external senses.

These jmpressions are usually correct representations ©f the
existing reality, and hence, under ordinary circumstances, an
individual will be enabled to perceive clearly through the sensual
organs the nature, distance, and relations of ouwvard things.

Since, however, the perceptions Of the senses represent simply
the impressions of the goul, these can only be reliable when the

medium through which they are received is perfect and undis-
turbed; or when the impressions produced by the action of the
senses,,_are "Ot overcome by impressions Still more powerful
which are transmitted through another medium,-for experiment
has demonstrated the fact that the sensations resulting from
outward substances mgy be greatly changed in their character,
by the direct action of one mind 5, another through which
its concentrated jmages become transmitted and impressed. The

spirit, therefore, being dependent on a mediu_m which is not

entirely reliable, for the impressions received in the grdinary state
of jndividuals, cannot under many Circumstances employ the

senses as correct interpreters of the great realities of Nature.
The gpirits now wish to present the illustration of a different
kind of vision which is represented by the term Ulcairfvoyance.
This vision has been supposed by many individuals on the earth
to be reliable and exalted in a high degree, so much so that it
has been regarded as the real and truthful clear-seeing ©f the soul.
The Spirits desire to Speak of the princip]e on which this vision
is produced, and the real character which it ,,qqegges in relation
to the external gjght, that a more perfect and correct understand-

ing of the subject may Pe gained by the truth-seeking mind.  As
the external vision is produced by ar impression received through
the medium of the genges, so the ordinary C|airvoyance of indi-
viduals is simply an interior sensation of the spirit, which is

produced by its connection with the object which it perceives.
The last spiritual analysis of this vision would reduce it to a sensa-
tional jmpression which is produced °r precisely the same
principle as the external sight, only through = dijferent medium.
In the grdinary sensual yision, it has been opserved, the gpirit is
enclosed within its tenement. and gains = knowledge of outward
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objects and occurrences through the avenues of sense. This
represents the exact position ©f the gpjrit in the grdinary clair-
Voyant state ; but instead of employing the senses as the channel
oi' communication with the visible world, it makes use of a more
extended and enlarged medium, by which it can derive impres-
sions from distant localities which are beyond the reach of the
ordinary Vision. In order that the clairvoyant powers may be
brought in perfect action, it is usually necessary that the external
medium of sensation should be withdrawn by the process ©of
de-magnetism, and flle12ell . fj'él-| JEAN9¥ 2 PQXVHT8.Qf fhesshf we
reasonvpvshorrldgbe shut ,, within tha interior chambers of the

body When this result has been accomplished, the spirit is
1 1
brought into immediate connection with the refined elements of

the system, and is caused to assimilate with these in such a
manner as to make a suitable line of communication with the
grosser elements that form the emanation of material substances.
Therefore, through the medium of these reined elements which
are simply the vital electricity ‘of the body, an association is
formed between the gpjrit and the objects of the outward world,
whose nature is gjmijlar to that which is effected through the
senses,-by which association the former is introduced to the
latter in such a manner as to receive from them suitable impres-
sions of their existence and character. It is on this pringiple that
the usual phenomena ©f clairvoyance are produced. The resuilts
are Obtained by simply withdrawing the external medium of
sensation and substituting one which already exists in the
organization ©f the individual, but whose presence is known gnly
by the assimilation which takes place between the essences oOf
the spirit and the electrical elements of the body. In thus

renewing the connection whjch the reiiecting spirit had previously

maintained with outward ObjECtS, by emp|0ying a more en|arged
and sublimated medium of communication, the vision which it

was accustomed to obtain through the avenues Of sense becomes
almost jmmeasurably extended, and is only limited py the
obstructing emanation of those more refined substances whose
nature is not embraced in the sphere of the elements which are
used as the medium of interior impression. The spiritual essences,
whose unming|ed portions constitute the medium of the interior
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soul, are thus situated in the same position in relation to the
inward gye, as that which light sustains to the external gye. IN
other yords, the vital electricity which has its residence in the
brain and assimilates with the rehned essences of the spiritual
sensorium, establishes the connecting link between the spirit and
material \worl|d, by which such a relation is formed in the position
of these two substances as corresponds to that which is manifested
in the natural state of the human body. Hence, in the case of
clairvoyance to which reference is here made, the immortal being
has no exercise Of its own inherent ggnges, but simply receives
impressions s in the grdinary state from the sphere of external

thingS. From this state of the case, the same d|ff|cu|ty is appa-
rent in this mode of gpjritual seeing, as in the more usual exercise

of the visual grgans. The medium through which the clairvoy-
ance Of most somnambulists is produced, is liable to become

perverted by disturbing influences and deranged by erroneous
impressions on the spiritual sensorium; and in this unavoidable

condition, which not ynfrequently occurs, the 'supposed clear-
seeing proves to Pe gnly an interior sensation which results from

the disturbed state of the conpecting Medium by which the gpjrit
is united to the Objects of the outward sphere. It will be seen,
therefore, that there is no infallible rgligbility to be based on the

C|airvoyance which has its being and exercise on the_ princip|es
which have been revealed in this department of the present

subject.

But there is another and still more exalted yjsjon, of which the
spirits desire to speak in this connection. It has been stated that
the Sp|r|t is a separate and rehned organization, which exists in-
dependently of the outward frame. This truth renders it also
true that this Organization is possessed of certain inherent senses
that Correspond with those which are Supposed to be manifested
by the material body. These inward and gpjrityal senses are, iN
the ordinary state of the human peijng, undeveloped in such a
sense as to be enabled to act independently of the external grgans.
They are the natural and essential attributes of the soul which can-
not be mingled with the gross elements of sense, and which have

their complete unfolding, Under ordinary circumstances, only when
the gpirit is so far concentrated and perfected in its form as to be
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introduced into its superior and appropriate Sphere. But when
the spirit, by = favorable situation in the body, and by the action
of pure, and congenial influences, has reached that degree of de-
velopment where it is already prepared to be born into the celes-
tial world, it may, in this 550 be the selected object of a special
operation o the part of gpiritual beings, by which the senses that
exist inherently in its constitution, may be opened se as to act by

virtue of their own |ndwe|||ng powers without any dependence on
the material organs. The vision which is here mentioned is, in a

strict and literal gegnge, the clear-seeing of the spirit. It is a vis-
ion which Corresponds in its nature to that which is pogsessed and

exercised py the _freed _ésoulninpits pf$phere_Of light. It is a vision
which has a deinite and precise relation to theminmost reality of

existing thingS, and which is a reliable interpreter of the beautiful
and eternal truths which dwell in the sanctuary of the creative
Power. The gpjrits desire to g5y that the vision which is here

referred to is the gift of Heaven; that \while it is produced by

principles ©f the existing creation, it iS never unfolded in 45y
individual Without the will and iniiuence of superior beings, in

whose sight it may be wisdom to confer this endowment. They
would remark, also, thatthis vision is attainable to all persons Who
have become so far advanced in their spiritual progress as to
make its ynfolding possible, necessary, @1d wise; but thatitis not
attainable to gy individual whose soul has not grown beyond the
narrow Sphere ofsense and attained the degree of maturity which
is essentially required. When humanity shall have approached
nearer to the ultimate of its progress- when it shall have grown
in the knowledge and practice of the tryth, and shall have become
strong in the development of the inward powers, then shall the
true interior vision be made the common and universal blessing
which angels have long waited to bestow.
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The present age 'S blessed, as no previous age has been, with the
manifestations of gpjritual presence 29 power, together with the
beamings of heavenly and immortal truth.  Gpjrits have descend-
ed from their native home and have imparted to the world the
revelations of deep-dwelling realities, which have their being in
all the expanded fields of the Universe. They have spoken in a
voice which man can hear and ynderstand, and with a sweetness
which has attracted and allured the slumbering soul. They have
breathed pon the chaotic elements of the human yor|d, and have
produced the congregation of those kindred materials which are

forming into a 'sublime order; and through the deepest heart of
hiunanity —ir all the recesses of the social and religious world,
have they extended an influence which will jloyw as a mighty
under-current, Whose power shall waste gway the crumbling foun-
dations of ynholy error, and let in the pyre light from the illumi-
nated heavens. But the introduction of gpjrityal intercourse and
the establishment of spiritual manifestations, have been attended
with apparent mysteries which it has been difficult for the human
mind to solve. There have peen, in allthe communications which

were the primary offerings ©f the gpiritual world, seme shadows
of imperfection, ©r inconsistency, Which caused a temporary fear

and distrust to creep upon the Investlgatlng m|nd, and the fact
which is here stated has proved a source Of the greatest perp|exi_

ty to those individuals whose desires and hopes were inordinately
elevated py the idea of an intercourse with gngels. It has been
supposed thatwhatever should be received djrectly from the spir-
itual W0r|d, m|ght be relied upon as an infallible authority; and
that the messages of love and truth which should proceed from
individual gpjrits, might be received into the coniiding Posom as
.the plu-e and perfect expression of the immortal soul. In Opposi-
tion to this idea, certain occurrences have taken p|ace which have
served to destroy the blind and uureasoning confidence which was
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at first naturally exercised with relation to the offerings ©of the
invisible World. Communications were received by diiferent indi-
viduals, and in various |gcalities, which were found to be inconsistf
ent with the real truth and apparenﬂy unworthy of the exalted
source from which they purported to emanate. In addition to this,
there were numerous circumstances of a mysterious character
which took place in different sjtyations, with regard to whose real
nature and design it was extremely difficult to determine. Soundsl

Writings, and physical movements were frequently occurring "
different places, which seemed to have no deinite or benevolent

object, and which were natyrally ascribed py superstitious minds
to the operations of evil spirits. The design of the remarks which
are here made is simply t© prepare the Way for a rational solution
of the apparent mysteries which have perplexed and troubled
many honest seekers for the truth, in relation to the inconsistent
and contradictory communications which have emanated from the
Spirit-World.

The Spirits desire to state in this p|ace that the Subject thus
presented for investigation, is ene which is exceedingly important
in its nature, and which will embrace a prominent use and design
in the present Work. It has been perceived that the time has
now arrived when an elucidation of the Spiritua| mysteries refer-

red g, is made necessary by the rapidlyincreasing interest which
is felt and manifested in the nrogress of truth, and is demanded

by the reasoning and jnyestigating minds which have now enter-
ed ypon an examination of this gypject, Therefore will the gpjr-
its present 2 solution of the problem which has hitherto remain-
ed in at least partia| obscurity, and has never been fu”y and
satisfactorily elucidated by earthly teachers. They desire to com-
mence their revealment on this interesting point, by stating that
the causes Of contradictory communications from the gpjritual
World, are tour in number and p5, be classed as follows =-

1. The necessity which existed of jntroducing the manifesta-
tions of the heavenly World through the medium of those gpjrits
who are undeve|oped in Wisdom, and Who reside nearest to the
plane of sensuous existence.

2. The essential and unavoidable imperfections which exist in

the medium employed by the spirits7 through which to manifest
their presence @and communicate their messages.
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3. The presence and influence of Sympathizing spirits, who are
not unfolded in the wisdom of Heaven, but who are prompted by

the affectional disposition which they possess, t© furnish such
communications as will serve to please and gratify the individuals
with whom they converse, without a strict examination of the
real, existing truth.

4. The (iscipline which has been found to be pgcegsary for
the world and for medjums, in order to stimulate investigation,
develop reason, @nd prepare for the ynfolding ©f higher and more
sublime realities.

In these four propositions may be discovered the real and only
causes Of inconsistent and contradictory statements which have
their origin in the Sphere of gpiritual being. That the force and

propriety of this truth may be more clearly perceived, the spirits
desire to explain and elucidate each of the propositions which are

here presented’ in their natural and appropriate order. The
beginning of Spiritual intercourse on the ea_r‘thl was attended by
many diiiiculties, obstacles, 2nd barriers, of which the inhabitants
who were to be thus blessed could have no Conception When

the decision had been formed py the Heavenly Spheres t© gpen an
intercourse with the dwellers of this planet, the emanation which
Constantiy flowed from its surface was so inherentiy repe”ing that

it was exceedingly diiicult, and not ynirequently impossible, for
the spirits to approach within a suitable distance to form a line of

communication. Under such circumstances they could only

watch over, gaze upon, and impress the W0r|d, as far as this could
be done consistently with the powerful repulsion Which was felt
in every attempt to establish an yninterrupted intercourse; and
hence, through the lapse ©f many ages, they wereunable t© accom-
plish the important object Which had been conceived, and were
content to exercise a genera| superintendence over the advance~
ment of the 5ce, furnishing from time to time such manifestations
of their presence as were rendered possible by existing conditions.
At [ast, however, a point in human nogress was attained which

lessened the girong repulsion that had previously prevented =
more perfect intercourse with earth ; and the gpjrits rejoiced that
they were enabled to approach nearer to the dark bosom of

Humanity, in which they desired to breathe the animating life
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that ills the angel-home. Through the connection which was
now formed with the inhabitants of this planet, the spirits com-
menced the process by which spiritual manifestations are produced
in the present age, and established the intercourse which they
now hold, with a power wWhich no opposing force can weaken.
In the introduction and Comp|etion of* this process, it became
necessary that the advanced gpjrits with whom the design of this
communication had primarily originated, should make use of
Spil’itS who reside ill lower circles of yjsdom, and who occupy 2
p|ane of deve|0pment which is nearest to the earth’ to form a
connecting medium between them and the individuals on the
earth whom they desired to address. This was a necessity which
could not be obviated. The spirits to whom allusion is here ma(de,
being comparatively little elevated above the sphere of material
existence, could most readily establish that connection with exter-
nal substances which is pecessary to the production of spiritual

manifestations, and therefore constituted the gppropriate agents
through whom a more perfect and reliable mode of intercourse

might be yltimately established. For this reason the advanced
spirits of the Second Sphere obeyed the decree of wisdom in
employing spirits who were less advanced to gpen the intercourse
which they desired to establish with the yqr|d, and to prepare the
way, by powerful sensuous demonstratlons, for the introduction of
the heavenly truths which they were waiting to reveal. This
work, like eyery other which is accomplished in a natural and
consistent manner, was performed on the established principle of
progression,-which principle was necessary t© the directing
spirits who could not at once come iNto intimate relations with
gross Substances, and was also equally necessary t© the penighted
world which could not at hrst have received or comprehended the
realities which were to be afterwards unfolded. Accordingly
the power Of a lower and more yndeveloped circle ©f spirits
was emp|oyed as the means Of attracting the attention and
exciting the interest of the poople.  Demonstrations ©f an unseen
energy were displayed before the gyes Of multitudes, and the
conviction went down to the inmost heart of the beholders that
the gpjrits of the departed were the agents Of their production.
This was the primary object to be accomp”shed. The time had
6
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not yet arrived for the revealment and exposition of important
truths. It was essential that the most simple lessons should be
irst imparted, which had reference to the elementary principles
of spiritual intercoinse. Therefore the main design which
prompted the exercise of the external power Of spirits, was
fuliiled in the demonstration which was thus afforded of the

immortality of the gou|, the possibility of intercourse between the
Worlds of earthly and immortal exjstence, and the progressive
happiness and Wisdom of the Spjritual Spheres. This object was
fully and successfully accomplished se far as regards the estab-
lishment of a germ whose expanding beauty is destined to be
seen and appreciated by the World. Everywhere a newv life has
been breathed into the mass. The important work of investigation
is going on- Minds which have long lingered in the realms of

physical science, are novv being irresistibly tluned to the examin-
ation of the gpjritual theory; and While many expositions have
been given of the mode in which the mysterious mManifestations
are produced, these have never been sa“sfactory to the publlc
mind, and never could extlngl“sh that klnd“ng flame which had
been excited in the hearts of men by the visible indications of
spiritual power.

The gpirits have now reached the point which they desire to
have distinctly understood. It has been stated that in accord-
ance with the dictates of Wisdom and the unavoidable necessity
of the ¢ase, the advanced and unfolded spirits, in Whose thoughts

the design of Communicating with the earth was irst formed,

emp'oyed the more undeve|0ped Spirits of a lower circle to open
and prepare the way for the revealment of hegvenly and divine

truths.  This peing themode py Which the gpjritual world vvas
introduced to the material, it could not be rationally expected
that the communications received would be in all cases consistent
wvith the vievvs and feglings ©fthe more advanced gpjrits on earth,
or that the peauty and glory of the unseen World should be at
once revealed to the astonished g5;¢ Of mortals. Had the real
character of the proximate seource of these communications been
perceived by the people, it would have been no cause of gyrprise
that there should be 5ny apparent inconsistencies mingled with
truthful and aifectionate sentiments. While the more progressed
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spirits lingered afar oft, and the less advanced were permitted to
express the jmperfect and unwise thoyghts which were the
natural representatives of their interior gtate, there existed an
evident pnecessity for the inconsistent, irrational, and ynimportant
commimications which were necessarily attendant on the very
circumstances under which they were received. If from a iilthy

and polluted spring m° pure @nd crystal streams can emanate, and
if 'dom a corrupt and diseased tree there can be produced no

good and healthy fruit, then on the same principle ne signal
manifestations of superior Wisdom could be given by spirits who
were undeveloped and ignorant_ Therefore in the mode by Which
the intercourse of men with angels was to be ultimately estab-
lished-in the pecessity Which existed for the employment of

undeveloped spirits in the introduction of the heavenly messengers
to earth, the World is presented With = primary and prominent
cause Of the contradictory communications which have been a

source Of doubt' and perpiexity to inquiring minds.

The spirits Wish to notice now the second proposition in which
was presented another cause of conflicting spiritual communica-
tions. This proposition, it will be remembered, had relation to
the imperfection which exists in the medium through which spir-
its have been forced to fLu'nish their communications to the World.
INn the commencement of spiritual intercourse, the dwellers of the
Celestial Spheres were under the necessity of making use Of such
individuals as were, €ither physically er mentally, adapted to form
a medium of commimication with earthly minds. These individ-
uals ryere, in a strict and literal sense, imperfect mediums; they
were the representatives ©f an inferior plane of development in
their Spiritual natures, and were Simpiy the passive and inactive
instruments which were employed for the pyrpose ©f conveying
to the human mind the primary and most simple lessons embrac-
ed in the wide ields of Spirituai science. Being undeve|oped in
relation to the internal poyvers, they were liable to frequent and
lamentable distiubances of the nervous system, which often ren-
dered the efforts of gpjrits entirely abortive in the process Of pro-
ducing the established Signs of thoughts to be Conveyed_ In this
manner numerous and fregquent errors would pecessarily eceur in
the communications received, Which were given through an intense
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desire to satisfy the skeptical mind, or afford gratiicaijon te earth-
friends. The gpjrits were actuated a desire to furnish cor-
ly spirits by

rect and satisfactory messages; Put the jmperfect and disturbed
condition of the medium rendered this impossible, or at least
beyond the power Of those gpjrits who were employed as acting

agents ©f higher circles.  When the communicating spirit desired
to return an aiiirmative answer to the inquiry proposed by the

questioner, the unballanced and inharmonious state of the medium
through which this was to be done, would prevent the correct
expression ©f the thought to be transmitted, and in the disturb-
ance Of the spiritual emanation which is \ged as the connecting
link betwveen spirits and gross substances, would cause the reply
to be entirely the reverse from that which was really intended.

The want of equi“brium which may exist in the atmosphere of the
individual acting == medium, renders the currents of the electric

element disturbed and proken, and, as 2 consequence ©f this, the
action of the gpjrjt is not followed py the results which are gxpect-
ed and desired. '

In order to place this point fully and clearly before the mind
of the reader, it Will be pecessary to notice prigijiy the jmperfec-
tions which are attached to the several classes of medjums, by
which communications have been distorted from their original
design. The individuals through whom the gpjritfsounds are
made the index of thought from the departed, =re dependent
for their capacity as mediums on a [arge portion ©f nervous fluid
which is thrown off as an atmosphere from the physicai system
and exists in an exceedingly refined and etherialized state.
Therefore this fluid or gtmosphere forms the connection which is
necessary to be established between the djrecting will of the spirit
and the forms of gyrrounding matter; and itis through the medi-
um which is thus formed that the Communicating Spirit is enabled
to produce the audible vibrations which are recognized as the
signs ©of ideas having their origin in the Spiritfworld. When
this medium is djsturbed, or thrown out of pgllance, as it natural-
ly is py an inharmonious action of the mind or py physical
derangement, the course of the electric current discharged by the

Will of the spirit is turned and impeded, and consequently the
effect which was designed to be produced that is the audible
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vibration of the atmosphere —iss lost in the chaos of intermediate
elements. By disturbances of this nature the sounds are not only

prevented from expressing the true thought and intention of the

Spirit’ but are not unfrequenﬂy made to cease entirely, the cause
being unknown and unappreciated by the anxious listeners. The

principle which is here explained will account for many of the
errors and misapprehensions which have occurred in circles of
skeptical and investigating minds, to which the source of the
vibrations and the ph||osophy of their production are Comp|ete
mysteries. It was the desire of the spirits t© produce sounds-
to furnish Satisfactory tests of their yresence and identity, but
existing conditions peing unfavorable, they were involved in the

necessity ©f being Misunderstood and \rongfully judged, or else
of suddenly refusing to communicate. In this manner dissatisfac-

tion is created in those minds which can perceive ne suiiicient
cause for results of this pnatyre, and the most inconsistent and con-
tradictory answers have been returned to candid inquirers.

There is another class of mediums to be mentioned next in
order, which is attended by numerous imperfectionS, and is there-
fore in a strict and emphatic sense unreliable. The spirits have
reference here to the mediums whose mode of Communicating
with the unseen dwellers of the Second Sphere, s represented by
the susceptibility of the external sensorium to the influx or impres-
sion of thought which flows from the invisible world. In
this case the impression is the effect which the mental action of
the Spil’it produces on the fluids of the brain through the medium
of the electric chain, which forms the 5 gper conductor of the
embodied thought. Therefore it will be seen that the process by
which impression is produced " the normal or grdinary state of

an jndividual, is one which is extreme|y delicate in its nature,
and which requires for a successful issue the most favorable sur-

rounding circumstances. If the chain of glectric Iight which is
formed between the Communicating sp|r|t and individual to be
impressed, iS by any cause broken or disturbed, the message
which is dependem on the perfection of this chainis either warp-
ed and distorted from its griginal form, or fails entirely to reach
the mind towards which it was directed. Qr, under other circum-

stances, if the mind of the medium is not perfectly passive —iF
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it is disturbed by uncongenial iniluences proceeding from other
minds, er is thrown out of ballance by = derangernent of the inte-
rior essences Of the SyStem, the Whole process of Splrltual |mpres-
sion is always greatly impeded, and the thought to be conveyed
is lost in the chaos of the prain, when it does "ot hbecome

mingled, as is often the 550 With the erratic fancies Which 5.
c»rf~§§ié§|~,hyfthe._eXisljng disturbances of mind and podyf '<With
this view of the subject, the rational mind will immediate-
ly perceive that the mode of intercomse of which the spirits

have jyst spoken, is attended by many imperfections, and that, as
a natural and inevitable consequence, the communications receiv-
ed through this medium will be often ym'egsonable,i inconsistent,
and earthly.

But for the pmpose ©f avoiding the errors and misapprehensions
which were unavoidable in the |ntercourse that was established in
the early stages ©f spiritual development, the spirits introduced
another prominent method of communicating With the inhabitants
of earth, which is illustrated in the case of those mediums Whose

phyS|Ca| systems are Operated upon in such a manner as to pro-
duce yyriting independently ©f their own Will. - In the production
of this phenomenon, the line of communication which is the elec-
trical emanation proceeding from the person of the directing Spir-

it, is formed through the process ©Of breathing and is extended
through the atmosphere to the brain and arm of the medium . so

that by an action of the will on the part of the Spil’it, the hand is
moved to Write in the same manner and on the same princip|e as
this result is produced under ordinary circumstances by the mind
of the individual controlled. The spirits Wish this process to be
understood and appreciated, because the philosophy of imperfect
and erroneous communications Will be more readily perceived.
There is an evident pecessity for a complete control on the part
of the gpjrits and a perfect passiveness on the part of the medium,
in order that the desired results which the_spiritual friend labors
to accompﬁsh, may be attained in asatisfactory manner. IN case
this control and such passiveness do not gxijst, the message Which
is Written Will be the result of conflicting forces, and will be unre-
liable as an emanation from the spiritual World.  Itis the desire

of the communicating spirit to Write correctly; but when the
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existing conditions and surrounding influences are of an unfavor-

able character, this desire cannot always be expressed in such a
way 2s to gratify the medium or his friends. The reason oOf this

impossibility is embraced in the very process by which commu-
nications are given in this mode of spiritual intercourse. It will
be observed that a perfect connection is maintained between the
mind of the medium and the hand to be moved by the will of
spirits.  If, therefore, the control which gpjrits have is not per.
fect, this is liable to be overcome by the acung mind whose con-
trol is always Complete, and hence it occurs that when the Sp|r|t
has On'y power to produce a movement of the hand without prop-
erly guiding the gction, the movement is controlled py the pre.
dominant |mpreSS|On on the brain of the medium. The Sp|r|ts
refer in these remarks to those mediums who are only partially
developed, or, in other words, whose hand is not entirely under
the control of spirits, and whose mind has not yet attained the
required passivity. Itis freely stated that mediums in this con-
dition control by impression what the spirits do not control by
will; for though the hand is really moved without any action of

their own mjnd, the guiding and directing power which controls

the movement, lies not ynfrequently in the impression Which has
been eustamped upon the brain by the influence of external caus-

es. Under circmnstances of this pature, the commimications
which are professedly the eifects of spiritual action will be liable
to contain statements which are adverse to reason and inconsistent
with the tryth; and while the fact is deeply lamented by the

Spiritsi they are fu”y aware' that such errors are necessar”y

attached to the jmperfect development ©f writing mediums.
It is now the desire of the spirits to elucidate the third prop0-

sition which was presented in the commencement of this article.
This, it will be remembered by the reader, had relation to the
presence and influence of sympathizing spirits, which were noticed
as still another cause of coniiicting and erroneous communications.
Every individual who has become acquainted with the universal
principle ©f progress, Will appreciate the truth that gpjrits, like all
external forms in the visible world, are constantly undergoing the
process ©f mifolding, and that, as a natural consequence ©f this
process, seme spirits have advanced to a higher plane ©f develop-
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ment than others who have been less favorably situated in their

primary sphere. According to this tryth, some spirits are not
unfolded in the wisdom which makes the delight of higher

circles; and the absence of this illuminating principle renders
them Comparative|y dark to the view of those Spirits who are
more advanced. Among the lower circles of spirits to which
allusion is here mgde, there exists gycertain class whose nature

presents = large d_evelopment ©of the aifectional impulses, but =

very_small unfolding ©f the wisdom-principle. !n this class 5.
embraced those spirits who love deeply and tenderly, but have

no directing power within by which their aifeotion may be
governed for wise and useful ends. These are proper'y termed

sympcot/Lézving spirits, inasmuch as they are usually impggdnto
action mere by the sympathy which they feel for others than py
the dictates of sublimated wisdom. Spirits of this nature
frequent|y attend the mediums who are employed as the agents
by which the world 5, become enlightened, and are much
inclined to manifest the affection which they feel for the individ-

uals with whom they communicate, by giving messages that are

expressive only ©f.this predominant sentiment, and contain no
useful or important truths. Itis not the mission of these spirits

to present to the world what is not reposited in their own minds .

and therefore they have no power ©F prerogative to speak of the
sublime and heavemy treasures which Wisdom has gathered in

the bosom of the higher ange|3_ The ofiice of sympathizing
spirits is to bear the oifering of aifection to earthly kindred-
to speak Of the happiness Which they experience " their gpiritual
home, and to finnish such messages as are agreeab|e to the views,
fee“ngS’ and desires of those with whom they converse. Such

have no higher mission than to re.gchg, from their own fond and
affectionate hearts, the thoughts which are repgsited inthe depths
of kindred souls . they are moved by the unwise impulses of love
to ilatter the vanity and iniiame the fancies of their frignds, while
they impart no real and substantial knowledge which might be
received as food for the spirit. Therefore while the desire by
which they are actuated is good, and while the motive by which
they are governed is in itself 5, e the ultimate of commuications
which emanate from this class of gpjrits is dissatisfaction. The
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know|edge, the wisdom, and the truth for which the soul SighS
and |abors, are not obtained [y repairing to this source; but
erroneous, inconsistent, and conflicting statements which have
reference to no important end, have been frequently substituted
in the results of anxious inquiry—for the angelic wisdom which
was naturally anticipated. Thus it is glearly seen by the gpjrits
of the Sixth Circle, that a prominent cause of the mysterious
occurrences connected with Spiritua| intercourse, may be traced
to the presence and influence of sympathizing friends, who,
though unseen, are permitted to utter their voice to kindred on
the earth.

The spirits will now elucidate the fourth proposition which
was introduced as a basis for remark in this place. This propo-
sition had reference to the djscipline Which spirits have designed
for the world and for mediums in their employ, as manifested in
the occurrence of many seeming inconsistencies which have been
attached to the communications received from Spil’itS. It was
discovered to be necessaiy that the world should be disciplined
in such a manner as to prepare it for the elucidation of 'those
truths which are adapted to the h|gher Stage of progress to which
itis rapidly advancing. At the time when the intercourse between
the earthly and heavenly world was introduced and establlshed,
humanity was in a state of gpjritual lethargy, the powers which
dwell in the hidden depths of the soul were not developed_reason’
intuition’ and the Spiritua' senses were S|umbering in the burial
in which they had been sunk and darkened in their infant being,
and the mass was gr0p|ng b||nd|y on the low p|ane of material-
ism’ with no truthful Conception of a h|gher life. In this
imperfect and degraded state, the world was not prepared for the
revealment of heavenly truth; it was not unfolded in a suiiicient

degree t© comprehend the realities of the gGpjritual Spheres; and
hence it was pecessary that the manifestations and communications

of the invisible world should be of such a nature as would be

most perfectly adapted to this undeveloped condition of the mass,
and the most thoroughly successful in the elevation of the human

mind to a loftier p|ane of thought
Accord|ng|y the pnmary mode of intercourse was of a material

and sensuous character; the demonstrations of gpjritual power
7
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were g|ven in an external manner so as to appeal d”‘ectly to the
senses Of those individuals who were engaged in the investigation

of their Ongln, and the messages which were Conveyed through
the audible vibrations of the atmosphere, were Of a Simp|e' unim-

portant, and inconsistent natLu'e, being designed simply for the
benefit of those who were gnly unfolded in the external peing,

and had ro proper Conceptlon of the true Sp|r|tua| life. When
this introductory discipling was seen to be effectual- when the
“seekers for wonders were gratified with the miracles which they
sought, and the work of the spirits was clearly discerned by the
sensuous powers of the pe0p|e, then the necessity was created for
a dtsCtp“ne which should serve to stimulate the investigation
which had been Commenced, and deve|0p the internal reason and
intuitions of the soul. In order to accomp“sh this resu|’[' it was
essential that the pub“c mind should be placed in perp|exity and
doubt. It was C|ear|y perceived by the Spirits who~conducted
the discip”ne, that if the pe0p|e were allowed to rely externa”y on
whatever might proceed from the spiritual world as an infallible
authority —i1F the communications which should be received from
Spirits were to be made the On|y criterion of thought and aCtion'
there Would be no interior faith, no deve'opment of the SouL and
no animating beauty te pervade the inward ganctyary  ©f man.
The natural eifect of the reliance which would be placed in spir~
‘itual direction under these cjrcumstances, would be fatal to the
real and immortal interests of the world. With an external

authority on which to lean and an arbitrary power ©n which to
re|y, there would be no exercise of the reason which is the noblest

gift of the human hejng-there would be no expansion of the
intuitive perceptions which are the attribute of the en“ghtened
and concentrated sou|, and there would be no uprising of the
indwelling aspirations towards the elevated, expanded, and beau-
tifu] realm of the adoring ange|s_ It was therefore the primary
ObjeCt of the Spirits to remove the outward reliance which men
had p|aced in their invisible friends to destroy the blind and
unreasoning confidence which mgny individuals were accustomed
to repose N the directions of gpjrits, and to present such anomalies
and inconsistencies to the mind as would cause distrust and per-

plexity to agitate its depths. For this pyrpose erroneous and
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inconsistent communications were given instead of the elevated
and truthful thoughts which had been fondly anticipated ; and the
most mysterious and Singu|ar occurrences were caused to take
place, which served to increase and deepen the doubts of those
who had previously investigated With almost nquestioning een-
fidence. The consequence ©f this discipline was precisely what
was desired and gnticipated by the spirits who had control of the
process. Instead of cryshing er even weakening the power which
the inhabitants of the spiritual world had gained over the world
beneath' the course Which was piusued tended to render this still
more strong and deep ’__|nvest|gat|0n was carried on with increas-
ed earnestneSS, reason was exercised in the most severe manner
and an analys|s was made of the mystenous circumstances which
had taken place in various localities. From this discipline, the
world has learned that the dwellers of the unseen realms are not
perfect and infallible -that they constitute no souice Of external

authority er which the soul may rely With jyiquestioning faith,
but that the truths which may be reyealed by the Heavenly

Spheres must be searched, analyzed, 2d digested " the interior
of man that the revealments which are made by spirits must

be received and loved for their intrinsic worth, and thatthe voices
which are whispering sweetly to the inward g5 mustbe allowed
to sink down into the deepest recesses ofthe human hegrt, waking
there the answering music which flows |, in streams of divinest mel-
ody from the hallowed sanctniary ©f the soul. 'Thus did the disci-
pline Which was prepared for the good of the world, necessarily
involve the contradictory and inconsistent communications which
have been lamented py mortals; and thus has this discipline been
successful in the gccomplishment ©f itS proposed result.

But the djscipline Which spirits had exercised ;55 the world,
was also exercised ypon the mediums which they had selected to

perform the work of enlightening and elevating the race. Itwas

necessary that the individuals who acted in the capacity of medi-

ums, Should be endowed with certain qualities ©f mind which are
useful and jmportant in the mission that has been before indica-

ted. These qua"ties were possessed in a |ethargic and inactive
state ; but in order that they might be of actual service in cir-

7

cumstances where they would be natura”y required, it was seen
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that they should be previously exercised in such a manner as
would serve to bnng them forth to their own native brlghtness

and beauty. Therefore the spirits exercised the patience, perse-
verance, and self-reliance of their medjums, by imparting false in-
formation, by placing them in disagreeable and perplexing situa-
tions, and py refusing to communicate on occasions which seemed
to require the most gatisfactory messages. Thus have mediums
been placed in the trylng school of expenence, thus have they

been subjected to discipline of the most severe and mysterious
character, and the result has been that they have become bet-

ter prepared t© go forth as ministers of truth amid the darkness
of existing society.

The work which has been performed by the spirits in this de-
parlunent ©f the present volume, Will be appreciated by those minds

who can Comprehend the vastness and |mp0rtance of the inter-
course Which has been established between earth and Heaven.

There is a design in this intercourse which is not limited to a few
passing phenomena, but which extends over a wide expanse Of
human interest. Itis a design which has reference to the purifi-
cation and enlightenment of the whole world — which has in view
the eradication of human grrqr, sin, and crime — which embraces
the efforts of the whole Spiritual Spheres for the exaltation of the
race, to that eminence of truth and freedom where the soul can
exercise its holiest and most blissful powers. The world, there-

fore, cannot properly judge ©of the use and plessing ©f spiritual in-
tercourse, by referring to the irst imperfect beginnings which

have been glready made, or the apparent wrongs and inconsisten-
cies which have been thus far manifested. It must be remember-

ed by the dwellers of the earth that a great whole is made up of
insigniicant parts that these parts considered in relation to the
whole are essentially imperfect, @nd yet are necessary t© the har-
mony of their perfected union; and with this sentiment in view,
it should not select one mysterious occurrence, ©Ne erroneous com-
munication, or one Seeming inconsistency as a criterion by which
to determine the value of the great design which has been form-
ed in the spiritual realms, but it should look beyond the essential
imperfections and apparent evils which have attended the open-

ing of the intercourse with spirits, towards the brightness, the per-
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fection, and the glory which are to be revealed in the coming fu-
ture. The imperfections which have been lamented by tile peo-
ple as being connected .with gpirityal communications, Will not for-
ever exist. A period is approaching in the distance which will re~
veal the true nature of the blessing that is now conferred. From

the myste”es which have darkened the pathway of the Seek|ng

soul, shall be ynfolded, the beauty and grandeur ©f angelic wis-
dom; from the darkness which has brooded over the aspiring

mind, shall be born the light of celestial tryth, and from the in-
consistencies which have been the shadowy and unsatisfying at-
tendants of spiritual communion, shall arise the sweet harmonies
of Heaven and the glories of the inward Life.

EVIL SPIRITS.

The subject which is here indicated is one which has perplex-
ed and troubled the most profound and ph”osophica| minds. It
is one which has relation to the perfected glory of the crea-
tions of the Divine Power, inasmuch as the disrobed spirits are the
unfolded and ultimated flowers of Nature, whose nature presents
a complete representation ©f the character and dgsjgn of God.
IT the gpjrits which have been created by the operations of the
established laws of the Universe are gyj|, then do they reveal the
purpose Which was the gctuating motive of their creation . but if
on the contrary they are good, then do they furnish a beautiful il-
lustration of the wisdom and perfection of the Great Spirit from
which they primarily emanated, and in which they live and have
their being. It is of the utmost importance, therefore, that the
human mind should attain to a definite and rational conception
concerning the nature of the pejngs which inhabit the/ invisible
world, and which constitute the Crowning exce”ency of creation.

To approach this SUbjeCt with the fee“ngs which should be en-
tertained for a momentous theme, and to be actuated by = sincere
desire for the immortal tryth, is the gpligation which rests ypon
the reader. To reveal what pertains to the realities of this
subject, to furnish an explanation ©f the nature, designs, and
effects of gpjrits, will be the gpligation Of the unseen agents who
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are employed in writing this revealment.  The question of evil
Spirits is one Which has agitated and perp'exed the human mind
in almost all ages. Itis one which has entered into all the gpecy-

lations of the phjlosopher and all the yagaries of the religionist.
It is one which has been treated with reverence by the gage N
his retirement, by the seer in his exaltation, and by the teacher
in his wisdom. And yet, though the subject has been almost un-
ceasingly investigated "~ though the wise and learned have made
it a sybject Of special and labored examination, the mystery With
which it is enshrouded is still ynremoved, and the trembling heart
still fears the revelations of the immortal world to be the emana-
tion of vile and unh0|y beings. It is the desire of the spirits to
elucidate the unsolved problem of ages-to present = rational
and philosophical revealment of the real character of all spirits
which are dwellers of the Second Sphere. TO commence this re-
vealment, the spirits desire that the mind of the medium should rel
main passive and yndisturbed, whatever 5, be the language °r the
sentiments presented by his hand and as they perceive that their
desire will be fy|ly gratiiied and that the control which they have
gained over his system is now complete, they would premise with
the remark that the world 5y place a reasonable reliance on the
statement, Which will be made on this subject. It will be the aim
of the writers to furnish such statements as shall be fully consist-
ent With gg50n, and shall be recognized == truth py the intuitions
of the soul. This is the authority to which they would make
their appeal, and this is the basis which thegy Would establish as
the ground of human conidence.

The iirst point which is properly noticed in the discussion of
this subject, is the relation which the spirit sustains to the Deity.
It will be conceded that the Divine Mind is the primary and eter-
nal source of all light, all |ove, and all pyrity; that Heis the cen-
tral Power from whose bosom were evolved all existing creations,
and in whose being there dwells a complete concentration of all
the most refined and powerful essences in the Universe. This be-
ing admitted, the spirits Wish to present  statement rg|ating to

the germina| UnfOIdingS of Creation, which will serve to reveal
the precise relations which the gpjrjt holds to the Deity. In the
beginning, the Positive Mind breathed out from his inmost heart



EVIL sriRI'rs. 55

the essences which constituted the internal soul of the chaotic el

ements, and through the operations ©f certain established |aws,
produced a congregation of these elements in such a manner as
to form suns, planets and systems. When the rgyglying worlds
had been thus evolved and thrown out into the depths of space,
the animating soul by which they had been previously pervaded
in their chaotic state, still continued to extend through their most

interior bosom and penetrate every particle ©f which they were
composed. The animating soul which is here mentioned repre-
sents simply the most interior portions of external forms, which
Comprehend the essence Of the Divine Sp”"t This essence is
the substance of which spirit is formed and from which it is de-
rived. It is indeed itself Splrlt in its Orlglnal and elementary
form. It is the reined and etherialized matter which dwells in
the recesses Of the expanding Universe, and constitutes the living
presence ©f the all-pervading Divinity. The fact, then, becomes
evident from this statement, that the elements of spirit are caus-
ed to proceed from the Supreme Mind and pervade all the exist-
ing creations of the universal Whole . that these elements com-
pose the materials of which the human spirit is formed, and
that they ‘constitute the germ of the immortal flower which is un-
folded in the realms of eternal light.

The source from which all the Surrounding forms of matter were
derived, is the creative energy of God. Itis admitted that this
source g, in a literal and perfect sense, good and yre. Conse-
quently, every object which has an existence in the Universe
must be in its nature gOOd and pure, °on the principle that the
effect must partake ofthe nature of the 5,5¢, and the stream must
be the corresponding emanation of the fountain from which it
flows. This proposition Will be readily acknowledged =s correct,
and the Spirits will now make a practica| use Of the statements
and conclusions contained in the previous paragraph. If the
Creator in the beginning breathed into all the forms and substan-
ces Of Nature the essence of which his own Sp”"t is Composed,
if, by virtue of this pervading essence, hiS presence extends
throughout the illimitable Creation, and if this essence constitutes
the yerm from which the human gpjrit is evolved, unfolded, and
concentrated in the physica| structure, then it is evident to every

1 fl
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rational mind that the whole fabric of the vast Univercoelum is
hallowed and sanctined by the divine presence  that the entire
expanse ©f being is 'dlled with the rehned essences of spirit whose
source is the gy breath of Deity, and that these gssences, being
the materials of which the perfected spirit 'S composed, represent
the purity, light, and |ife, which till the inhabitants of the Second
Sphere. -

The gpirits are fully aware of the importance ©f this reasoning,
and they strongly desire that it 1,5y be made clear to the percep-
tions of gyery mind.  Therefore will they briefly present an
abstract of the prominent principles which have been previously
elucidated. The ‘drst proposition represents the De|ty as the
source oOf all existing forms; the second makes Him the
embodiment of all wisdom, purity, and love ; and the thjrd, which
is a conclusion trom these premises, renders it plain that all things
are good, inasmuch as they must necessarily partake of the char-
acter of their author. From this general conclusion, which
embraces the nature of gpjrit in a corresponding sense, the spirits
would descend to the abstract details which are more important
and gqually clear. It is known as an established truth that the
Positive Mind breathed into all the innumerable creations of the
Universe, the reiined and etherial essences of which his own beillg_
is composed; it is known, also, that these essences constitute the
most interior portion of all existing matter, and it is known fur-
thermore that these essences form the oy, of the unfolded spirit
which is situated in the human frame and is thence born into a
higher Sphere. Therefore from these statements which will appeal
to the reason Of the regder, it will be rendered evident not only
that all things are good in a general and diffused ggpge, but that
the gpirits of the Heavenly Spheres are in their nature g inas-
much as these spirits are the perfected beings Who once inhabited
the human structin'e- which beings were formed primarily from
the animating essences that peryade Creation-which essences
are the breath and presence ©f the Divinity. The principles
which are here presented will establish the truth heyond the retir-
tation of earthly minds, that there are no gpjrits which are intrin-
sically evil in their pature, and none which do not pregent in their
inward depths the reflection of divine pyrity,
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But the truths which have been introduced as Containing the

foundation-principles ©f this supject, will be presented with great-
er clearness by a revealment of the process through which the

individualized spiritis perfected from ynparticled elements. The
boundless extent of Creation presents the beautiful combination
of Matter and Spirit ~ the former existing as the external and vis-
ible form, and the latter dwelling in the depths of the former as
its interior and invisible soul. Both of these substances are deriv-
ed so far as relates to their present form from the action of the

Supreme Mind, and are consequently in themselves gog(: but
both, In their primary condition, a~ necessarily undeveloped in
their nature, and therefore imperfect. Qhuek ppinciple of progres-
sionnzvliichvis attached t Igotlipofnthese substances, now commen-
cesfthe process ©f unfolding,-which pocess represents simply
the hj1 -HII§¥I}8¥1I_1Qf_,]I@_3U3AIT. 2.1;(df Sphieqgmeentra
virtué of this principle; the “refined essen@sQvhich rdwell in the
most interior portions of material substances, are caused to under-
go the invisible changes which result in motion. Through motion
these essences are brought forth from the grosser elements to an
extent which is manifested in life and sensation; and from this
last plane of being they are introduced into the sanctuary of the
human frame, Where they become gyfficiently purified, sublimaf
ted, and concentrated, to form the jndyvelling and intelligent
Spirit of man. IN this manner is the process of unfolding carried
on in the regions of Surrounding matter, and the result of this
process 1S the production ©f the immortal gou|, Whose pejng is
derived from the divine and eternal essences which pervade the
Universe as the temple of Deity. ©On the basis of the principle
here established, it will not be diiiicult to determine the real and
intrinsic nature of the human spirit. If the elements from which
it iii-st Originated are pure- if these represent the breath of the
presiding Soul who is the embodiment of all Iight and love; and
if, having its origin in these glements, the spirit is the Rerfection,
sublimation, and refinement of its original source, then the rational
mind cannot escape the conclusion that this spirit cannot be intrin-

sically evil, but,"presents thepjmage 2" Zé7aeness,pf_the Djyine
Intelligence, from Whom it is primarily born through the beaut-

fuland perfect operations of Nature.
8
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When the foregoing conclusion has been impressed upon the
mind as the legitimate and inevitable result of previgus reason-
ing, the inquiry will natura”y arise reiating to the real source of
the existing evils which ,have overwhehned and darkened society.
Individuals are seen Who are accustomed to violate the laws of
Nature and of God, who manifest = sympathy for the lowest and
most degrading companionship, and Who do not hesijtate, when
moved by sense or passion’ to commit the most fearful crimes.
What, it is inquired, is the source of this evil 2-what is the grigin
of all’'those poIIuting passions and sensual desires which lead to
the '‘commission of destructive deeds? The spirits see and appre-
ciate the fol'ce of this inquiry, and they will proceed to answer
according to the dictates of heaveniy wisdom. The process
through which the human Splrlt is deveiopedl is one wWhich essen-
tia”y involves numerous gradations of be'ng in which are repre-
sented so many different degrees of imperfection. In other words,
while the Spiritual essences Of the human System are yet inter-
ming|ed with the gross materials of which the body is composed,
and while, as a natural consequence ©f this, the earthly and sensu-
ous nature Of man is predominant over the Spiritual and immor-
tal nature, there will be a gypremacy ©f the lower faculties which
are born in the animal creation, and only = feeble action of those
higher facnlies which belong t© the unfolded angel. IN propor-
tion, therefore, as the animal nature controls, the spiritual nature
does not Cc)ntroil and in proportion as the Spiritual does not con-

trol, will be manifested the imperfection of man as represented in
the \wrongs and evils which have desolated the world. The cou-

clusion at which the spirits have here grrived, is sustained by
actual observation. It cannot fail to be seen that the whole scale
of hmnan pnogress consists in the jncreasing development and

predominance ©f the spiritual nature, and that as this becomes
more perfectiy concentrated and attains a supremacy °ver the fac-

ulties offlesh and sense, the more jntelligent Pecome the thoughts,
the more pure the aspirationsl and the more godiike the actions
of men. INn this fact is contained an obvious demonstration of
the truth which has been previously expressed ; and the conclusion
will novs he rendered clear and irresistible that what is denomina-
ted evil does not exist jn, or result frgm, the inward gpjrjt, but
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that it is a natural consequence Of the absence or imperfect devel-

opment ©f spirit, and the corresponding predominance of the ani-
mal nature. The World, therefore, is attended With gyj| not as

an absolute principle, Put == a changing a2nd ever-improving con-
dition . and as the human spirit becomes more perfectly and har-
moniously unfolded-as the gpergies Which reside in the most

interior of man become perfected and concentrated, the lusts, pas-

sions, and propensities Which pelong to the material constitution,
will be eifectnally and forever removed.

Having endeavored to showv in previous remarks that there are
no gpirits Who are evil in their patyre, the present Writers Will
proceed to consider the inquiry Whether there are any Spil’its who

are evil in their C|esigns_ The Spirits feel the responsibi"ty which
rests ypon them in the discussion of this part of the subject ; and

they clearly perceive the fact that adverse theories have prevailed
on the earth with reference to the important point Which is here

involved.  But resjding == they d° upon the plane of Wisdom,
they see what the minds of mortals do not gee and readily com-
prehend the mode by which the unnatural theories of men may
be throvvn from their tottering basis. Are there any spirits who
are evil in their design32 The afhrmative of this question
supposes the inconsistent idea that an evil design can proceed
from a source Which is pyre in its natlu~e. It has been shown by
a reference to th-e formation of the spirit and the relation in
which it stands to the First Cgyse, thatthe elements of which
the spirit is composed are in themselves ;e If this conclusion
is accepted as truth, then it is evident that no spirit whose nature
is good, an by any possibility entertain or cherish a design that
is inherently evil. But there is another idea to be presented in
this connection, which will place the Whole subject in clearer
light. The theme to be elucidated is the designs of spirits; and
in order to perceive the real character of these designs, it will be
necessary the examine the philosophy of their formation. What
is a design? The spirits answer that a design is = congregation
of thoughts under the control and direction of an inherent princi-
ple of intelligence. It will be seen that there can be no design
Without the action of intelligence, and that it is from intelligence
that the design proceeds_ Therefore the question arises as to the
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nature of this principle in the human soul from which all its

thoughts, purposes, @nd designs proceed. If it can be proved
that this principle is evijl, then will it be shown that the designs
of spirits are evil; butin order to show that this principle is evil,
it will be pecessary 10 assume that it proceeded from an evil
source; It Will be pecessary to assume still further that there exists
in the universe a being in Whom this source must reside-which
being can be none other than an ininite devii, or a Splrlt of
positive eVil Opposed to the Spirit of positive good. But the
reasoning and intuitive mind will at once perceive that this con-
clusion is jintrinsically absurd, inasmuch as itis an established
truism that there cannot exist two iniinite posijtive principles which
are gpposed to each gther, and inasmuch as God who is the source
of purity, is the author of all the creation which was or is.

Therefore, if there is no peing Who is jninitely and eternally
Opposed to God, then there is no source of positive evii; if there
iS no source Of positive evii’ there can be nro principie of this
nature in the human spirit, and if there is no principle of evil in
the human Spirit, then there can be no evil designs to emanate
from such a source. The correct and legitimate mode of reason-
ing on this subject is to determine the nature of the effect from
the character of its primary cause. According to this method oi'
reasoning, it will be seen that Deity is the irst cause of all
existing forms and the source of every principie which is
impianted in the human m|nd’ it will be seen further that the
inte”igence which constitutes the moving principie of the Splrlt
is in itself good, inasmuch as it is derived from a ;1o and perfect
Being’ it will be seen still further that the des|gns which are
formed as the offspring of this intelligence, must correspond with
the character of their actuating cause,-and thus the conclusion
is established that there are, and can be’ no Spirits who are
capable ©f entertaining designs which are really and jntrinsically
evil.

The Spirits have designed to Speak in this connection of the
apparent evil which is Supposed to exist in the deSignS of SpiritS,
reiating to the case of certain individuals who have been seem-
|ng|y tormented by the iniiuence of beings who are governed by
a malicious purpose. It has been a subject of complaint With
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some mediinns that they havebeen troubled with wjcked, deceiv-
ing, o evil spirits; and, judging ©f the temporary effects
produced’ they have unwise|y concluded that the designs of such
spirits could be only to torment and torture the individuals who
come under their control for the purpose oi gratifying an evil and
malicious desire. In explanation of the facts which are here
noticed, the spirits desire to remark thgt, in accordance with
etemally established truths which neither mortal nor spirit can

Fvvhich areMfoimed in the minds' of spirits
cannot be inherenﬂy evil, that these designs result from a
principle ©f intelligence which is in its nature and origin divine,
and that they cannot have reference to an ultimate evil as the end
towards which they are directed. The real designs of spirits are
usua”y clothed with a robe of mystery which even the most clear-
seeing mortal may be unable to penetrate; and these designs are
not to be known from the apparent and temporary effects which
may be produced upon the mind or body of any individual.

There is no proof of an evil design in the production of pain and
suffering, because these gy result also from the perfect and

beneficent laws of the Creator; neither is there 5, demonstra-
tion of such a design in the dissatisfaction, disappointment and
deception which are sometimes the attendants of gpjritual com-
munication, because these results are attributable to several other
causes Which are more consistent with the nature of the immortal
being. Therefore will the spirits here introduce an unqualified
statement of the fact that there are no spirits which are capable
of cherishing 2 desire or pyrpose which is inherently malicious .
and this statement is made with the profound conviction that it
is founded on an gxisting and eternal reality, and is substantiated
by the unchanging principles ©f Nature.

The spirits have now arrived at a still more external point in
the discussion of this subject, and will proceed to answer the
inquiry that relates to the outward gfegzfs which spirits have
sometimes produced o the person and property of different indi-
viduals. It has been supposed by many minds which reside
upon the plane of gense, that the particular effects to which allu-
sion is made may be properly received as a demonstration of

the evil nature of the agents by whom they are produced 3 and
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thus itis on the ground of this external appearance mMere than on
any internal principle, that the doctrine of evil gpirits has been
sustained. From a rational contemplation of the real nature and
design of gpirits, it will be conceded that the results which .
ceed from this nature and design, must be in accordance With
the perfect plan of Divine government, in which there can exist
no inharmony that will not result in peace and g confusion from
which order will not be born. To the merely superficial view, it
might appear that the inharmonious and confused results which
have proceeded from spiritual action, contain no visible elements
of good, and consequently are the production of evil peings. But
this supericial view is not the method py which the real truth
can be gptained; and when the rational jnquirer descends more
profoundly into the nature, causes, @nd principles of the eifects
which are denominated gyj|, he Will perceive that these effects are
not ultimate results but primary means, and that their character

will therefore depend not upon the external gppearance, but upon
the original design from which they proceeded and the _iinal end

to Widen they are directed. Let it be deeply impressed diet en
effects which exist as intermediate means have properly no char-

acter of their 4y, but that this character is determined by the
actuating motive through which they were caused to exist, and by
the ultimate result for the attainment of which they vvere produce
ed. By this standard it is proper that all external effects should
be judged. If the reader will look forth upon the expanse of the
human \World, he Will perceive that in all the avenues of society
there are effects produced in the tegrs, and sighs, and groans of
Humanity, which apparently possess an Vil character; but if he
will look farther and deeper into the ph||osophy of these effects,
he will see that they are but the means emp|0yed in the Divine
economy, Which have pl'oceeded from a great and Wise (esign,
and are tending towards = gloripus and benevolent result :_gnd
thus wvill it be understood that these eH'ects are not inherently
evil, but that they represent simply the method by which an exalt-
ed end p5y be attained from a good motive.  This illustration is
employed to elucidate the real nature of those eifects Which have

been sometimes manifested by spirits. The actuating principle
from which such effects are caused to emanate, is in all cases
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good; the result to be accompnshed by these as a means iS con-
ceived in penevolence,-and hence, if this resultis attained by
the syperintending power ©f wisdom, the whole work, including
all that is apparent'y eviL is good and perfect in its nature. There
are certain instances in which spirits have caused a destruction of
property and have inflicted pain on the persons ©f mediums, but
such phenomena do not of themselves reveal either the motive or
end which were the cause of their product'on, and therefore can-
not be guthoritatively termed gyj|, until this motive and end have
been deinitely ascertained. So there have been instances in
which individuals have been deceived by spirits. But what is
deceptlon’) It is Slmply a variation 'dom the line of truth. If
this variation is caused by an unworthy motive and serves to
attain an improper end, as IS usua”y the case with r-r-lorte“sl then it
may be termed a \yrong condition; butif the same variation from
truth proceeds from a wise design and is emp|0yed as the means
of attaining = benevolent resylt, then the deception is re evil, but
is essentia”y good_ Hence the Spirits will close this part of the

SubjeCt by emphat|ca||y Stat|ng_ that there are no inhabitants of
the Second Sphere who are evil in relation to the eifects which

they may cause to be produced or the inhabitants of the earth.
From an examination of the princip'es Comprehended in the
present subject, it has been discovered that there are no spirits in
the invisible world which are innate|y and intrinsica”y evil in
their pature, designs, °r eifects. Hence the human mind should

not be repelled from the gybject of spiritual communion by the
dark and unwise conception of evil gpjrits, The intelligent and
reasoning mind will a|Ways realize the truth that Spirits' are the
work of God, and consequently good ; that they are the perfected
flowers of the divine Creationsl whose fragrance is the ||ght and
love of the celestial world. But while the reason is not obscured
and blinded py a too groveling conception ©f the immortal being,
it should not be turned from its natural and truthful perceptions
by the opposite error that Spirits who are free from the entang|e_

ments of the iiesh are essentia”y perfect in Wisdom, and are capa-
ble of affording instruction which is infallible in its nature. Itis

important that the mind should preserve @ proper medium or bal-
lance between these two extremes . gnd, in order that this may Pe
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done, it should have an gnlarged and expanded conception ©f the
character of the immortal life and the real condition of the spiritf

ual pheing. Therefore will the writers of this book introduce a
statement on this subject which will serve to unravel the mystery
that has long enshrouded the doctrine of devils and evil spirits,
and will 5renare the mind for the reception of a more truthful
idea in relation to the dwellers of the heavenly world.

In taking =~ expanded View of the scale of existence which
reaches even beyond the limits of human thought, it will appear
evident that the great prupose ©Of Deity in the creation of mgn,

was not 0n|y the formation and deve|0pment of the Spiritua| being,

but also the eternal progression and unfolding of that being
towards the great Central Source of light, love and wisdom.

Occupying as He does the interior center of the Universe from

which the brightness of his g|0ry flows out to the Circumference,
He constitutes the Iiving and aII-powerfuI Magnet whose iniiuence
extends from the fartherest height to the deepest depth of Creation,
irresistibly attracting every thing of kindred nature towards the
mighty Vvortex of gyverpowering light. Accordingly every form
which contains the germ of spirit is being unfolded, also that

which has g|ready Pecome gpirit is advancing t© higher degrees
of reinement, and even the celestial form whose- radiant purity

may not enter into the Conceptions of the human mind, iS con-

stantly becorning yet mere pure and peautiful, approaching ever
nearer and nearer to the g|0r|0us perfection of the presiding Soul.

Now as in the lower departments of Nature’ so in the Superior
world of Spiritua' existence, this constant advancement of all

created beings in the direction of the great Positive Mind,
naturally develops spheres, circles, @nd societies, Which represent
so many diiferent planes of development and progress.  Spirits

being governed by the same general laws of progress Whose action
is manifested in all Nature, must therefore exist in as many

different degrees of perfection, as the grosser forms of the material
world. In the plgn formed py divine wisdom to develop and
perfec‘[ spirit, this result could not be otherwise. It would be as
impossible for the residents of the Spirit-world t© dwell on the
same p|ane of being, as for all trees which were planted at differ-
ent seasons and in different 30", to attain at once the same



EVIL srrnrrs. 65

measure Of growth. The \gry idea of progression, connected with
the various circumstances and influences Surrounding humanity,
is sufiicient to show thgt, while the numerous inhabitants of earth
do not enter the spiritual world at one time or in one state of
being, they cannot all be crowded into the same sphere, or mani-
fest the same degree ©f purity and enlightenment. 'tfollows,
then, in accordance with the universal principle Ofadaptation, that
the invisible world is characterized by a connected series of

gradations reaching from the comparatively 'ow to the immeas-
urably exalted, 2nd maintaining = precise correspondence with the
interior condition of the disembodied soul. It is by no means to

be presumed, however, thatthe different spheres of spiritual being
are in any way identical with those which are represented in the
popular theology by the terms Heaven and Heg||; for it should be
remembered that these spheres are attained, not as by receiving an
e;gtra_nepus,,l'eward, but as the natural result of progresswe grow’[h’
and liencenthat there can be no such infinite distance as is here
denoted between one gphere and another, and no jmpassable gulf
to form a d|V|d|ng line over which the thn‘st'ng Sp|r|t may never
reach. There is to the true philosopher ar unbroken chain of
being, extending throughout the entire Unjverse, the links of
which are |nt|mate|y and inseparab|y'united : and as in the
physical world 15, be witnessed the innumerable grades of being
that rise in their sublime grder, se in the wide realms of the
spiritual creation, are beheld circle after circle, society after
Society’ and Sphere after Sphere’ rising ever towards the eternal
Magnet.

It will be readily 2nd naturally perceived by these remarks that
the immortal world is a world of progress; that the spirits by
which it is jnhabited, exist in different degrees of perfection and
refinement, and that while there are none of these who are intrin-
sically evil, there are many Who are undeveloped and ignorant.
This is the precise point Which the communicating spirits desired
to render clear ; and that this 5, be brought still more closely
to the percep“ons of the |nvest|gat|ng m|nd, they will continue
their observations on the subject of undeveloped er unprogressed
spirits, which have been impropeny termed evil. \While, then,
the sublime heights of the celestial world are Occupied by the

9
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unfolded and illuminated angels, itis equally true that there gyijsts,
in the lower strata of the Spiritual atmosphere, an inferior order

of spirits, Which is a natural representative ©f the early stages ©f
eternal progress. By some ph”osophers it has been Supposed that
the existence of yndeveloped spirits would essentially mar the
beauty and harmony ofthe Universe, and to the gypericial observ-
er this supposition would appear t© be correct . but When the mind
reflects more profoundly upon the perfect SyStem of Nature ——
when it sees how beautif'ully, in accordance with the great design,
the high is developed from the |OW, the flower from the seed, and

angels from the darkened gpjrits ©f men, then will it perceive
that, reaching from the jmperfections of earth to the glories of
Heaven, is one grand and perfect chain, whose |inks, the lowest
as well as the highest, are all absolutely essential to the great
Whole. That which is gross, imperfect, 2nd undeveloped in crea-
tion forms as important = part as that which is most perfected,
inasmuch as it occupies its own appropriate sphere, and constitutes

the basis of all syperior developments. VWhile the gdmiring eye
may rest upon the full-blown jiower, or behold the exalted beauty

of the human form, it should not be fgrgotten that minerals and
reptiles are @lso necessary to make yp the gystem of, Nature, and
that indeed without these, the forms which are more fondly cher-
ished could have no existence. | goking, therefore, at the spirit-
ual Unijverse, not merely in relation to its pgrtg, but in the light of
one beautiful \Whole, as one grand and perfect system ©f progres-
sive development, the human reason will not gply find nothing
unnatural or ynphilosophical '™ the conception ©f unprogressed
spirits, but it will perceive that the existence of this class is abso-
lutely necessary in order to form a rudimental sphere of gpiritual
being, from which the perfection and harmony ©f higher Spheres
may be progressive'y unfolded. In addition to this, 1t is h|gh|y
irrational to yresume that the depraved and jgnorant in the mate-
rial world those whose interior state is one oOf darkness and
deformity, will be thoroughly changed '™ = moment, as in the

twinkling of an gye, by merely passing out of the external tem-
ple There is no law in Nature -there is no prlnC|p|e in Smence7

by which gny radical or material change in the nature of the indi-
vidual could be thus instantaneously produced. It is known that
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man is not all depraved_not utter'y destitute of good’ and it is

known that, dwelling in the depths of every human gpjrit, there is
an internal germ ©f purity which forms a bright reflection of the
divine essence . but what is the conclusion to be derived from this
admission? Is the little seed which is planted in the earth
unfolded in a moment into the ripened grain? !s the small acorn
imbedded in the soil to rise at once into the lofty oak? Nay.
Then in accordance with the same general principle, the interior
germ ©f purity implanted in the soul, though it is sweet and con-
soling to view it there, must nevertheless require a certain time

for its development; and therefore no spirit can ascend immedi-

ate|y rrom the lowest earth|y p|ane of being, to the more exalted
Spheres of Spiritua| existence. In admr['nng this idea which is
known by spirits t© be an established tryth, the world is furnished
with a rational explanation ©f many seeming mysteries. Spirits
whose higher faculties have been left undeveloped -whose aspi-
rations have been conflned to the earthly state, and whose aflinity,
whose attraction, and whose treasures were reposited in the world
of sense, have not unfrequently lingered around their former
dwelling-place =s the invisible inhabitants of ggrth, and these
have not only cherished the disposition, but have possessed the

power, in favorable |pcalities, to manifest their pregence by start-

ling sounds, the moving ©f fumitlu'e, or by s attracting the ele-

ments_o_fAtlle atmosphere == t© compose = visible form. On the
came principle, it is frequently the case, that individuals who have

been cut off SUddenly by accident, are able to retrun to their
friends, announce their presence, and relate the manner and cir-
cumstances of their death. Itis seen to be far easier for spirits
who have been disrobed of the body but a Comparative|y short
time — whose thoughts and affections are most powerfully concen-
trated on the earth, and whose interior faculties were undeveloped
in the primary sphere, t© come in intimate connection with mate-
rial substances so as to produce external manifestations of their

presence. Hence it is true that those SpiritsWhO are emp|0yed as

agents t© produce seunds and physical movements, are usually ©f
an order inferior to those who communicate chiefly by interior

inliux and the process ©F writing.
On the sypposition which admits the different classes of gpjrits in
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which are contained extreme|y inferior grades of deve|0pment’ it
is easy t0 perceive @ prominent cause for the contrariety existing
in spiritual commumcations. It could not be reasonably antici-
pated that, from the yndeveloped beings Who occupy the lower
circles of \Wisdom, there should emanate intelligence of a uniform
and consistent ngture; and the chief difficulty which has been ex-
perienced by mortals on this subject, is removed by the reiiection

that many of the errors,  discrepancies, and impurities, which
have been received from the spiritual realms, have proceeded
from those spirits who are uneducated and undeveloped in the

truths of the celestial World. It is a truth which should be clear-
|y understood that there are many spirits released from the body,
Which have yet to learn the first rudimental principles ©f Nature,

that there are many, also, Which retain for a considerable length

of time the various prejudices and pre-possessions that they had
cherished While in the form, and Which are no more adapted to

act as teachers of the \W\orld, than the helpless and untaught in-
fant -_gnd this is only saying that the dwellers of the lower cir-

cles inthe gpjritual World, are as undeveloped in their interior
state as many individuals Who yet remain in the flesh. The pres-
ence of these ynprogressed spirits frequently forms an obstacle
and hindrance to those more advanced who desire to communi-

cate With their egrthly friends. While spirits of the former class
are attracted to a circle from the absence of a prgper interior de-
velopment on the part of its members, those spirits Whose home
is in the loftier circles of angelic Wisdom, are not permitted to ap-
proach by reason of the repelling atmosphere which is naturally
generated. Hence itis that circles are gnjoined to be harmoni-
ous — to elevate the thoughts — t© earnestly pray for the presence
and influence of progressed spirits, and to unite their voices in
singing cheerful and elevating songs, this state of mind being
suited to repel that order of spirits Whose element is (iscord, and
attract those bright, celestial beings, Whose life is one song Of har-
mony. [N these resuits the reader should not fail to discover the
important law of afiinity a law which is eternal in its nature
and universal in its application. As atom is joined to atom in
the physical universe, se soul is united to soul in the spiritual ;
and so intrinsically powerful is the afdnity observed in gpjritual
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intercourse, that no extraneous force, not even the strongest will,
is suthcient to preyent the approach of any spirit who is internal-
ly drawn by the ties of attraction. Let it be yemeinbered, then,
that, s a general rule, the nature and quality of the gpjrits py
which mortals are vyjsited, will be determined by the interior con-
dition of their own minds. If they are surrounded by those dis-
embodied beings who are |ow, deformed, and destructive in their
character, these have come because they were attracted, and the
attraction has been created by the condition of the inward ,5n:
for if the mind is interiorly harmonious ifxpftgiqueleyateql jnmitso
aspirations, @nd is seeking after truth for the__ti;uthjs_sake, then all
darkwandiundeveloped beings cannot remain, and they will retire
that the(soul ay be blessed with the soothing and tranquilizing
iniluence of the radiant ange|3_ There iS, therefore, as a genera|
principle, but little danger of being deceived or gnnoyed by un-
progressed spirits, IN case the internal pejng is in a proper condi-
tion to attract those of a higher nature. But the spirits of the
Sixth Circle will g5y to those who are thus annoyed, that they
have an occasion for the exercise of kindness. Let spirits of an
undeveloped nature be treated with due consideration. Though
deformed and degraded, they are not insensible to the 5yer Of
love; and this will prgye a far more effectual means of causing
their departure, than all harsh epithets or storms of passion. In
every human soul there is a chord, which, when touched with the
breath of |ove, responds with heaven'y utterance : and there is no
spirit se utterly depraved or se void of all divine emotions, as to

be entire'y unaffected by this penetrating power. Those SpiritS’
therefore, whom mortals gy NOt reverence, should be treated
with mildness — a disposition should be felt and manifested to do

them good;  anilinstead ofubidding the™ rudely and authorita-

tively togdepart, nshoiildpbcfinduced to no s° bythe most kiwi-
peipuasionr Had the importance of this mode of treatment

been earlier appreciated, the world would have heard less of the
destructive violence of spirits, and the dark mysteries of their se-
cret work would have been changed to the most beautiful revela-
tion. Thus as the soul becomes imbued with heavenly emotions
and is enlightened with the great truths of Nature as humani-
ty advances onward by the works of development towards the



70 ELEMENTS OF SPIRITUAL PHILOSOPHY.

Heaven of Harmony, it shall be freed from the repelling influen-

ces of all Undeveloped SpII’ItS, and shall be elevated, gu|ded and

strengthened by those sublimated angels who lead on the shining
host towards the everlasting %one.

DESTDTY OF MAN.

The spirits of the Heavemy Spheres desire to speak to the World
on the subject which has relation to the condition and.destiny of

man in the lower or material sphere, and in the h|gher or Spiritu-
al realms of immortal pejng. It has been discovered by clair-
voyant seers that the progressive scale of being is classed into

seven genera| Spheresy the irst of which is the dwe|||ng p|ace
of the earth’s jnhabitants, and the last the sphere, or vortex

of the Divine Mind. To gyppgse that the boundary described
by the external SENS€ constitutes the essential limit of creation,
Would be gnly to present 2 lamentable evidence of contracted
thought; but if, standing o~ the material as a present basis,
man exercises his interior perceptions N search of hidden
realities, and with the aid of fundamental princip|es a|ready
discovered, reaches forth towards the glories of the Celestial Uni-
verse, then shall Faith and Reason supply the want of his dim
sight, and far , beyond the darkness of this lovver World shall
he rise in the soarings of his Spil’it. It is true that there is a lim-
it even to human conception ; and Fancy, With her strong pinions
and Iofty flights, may Not rise to that ininite height Where it shall

gaze upon the brightness of the Eternal. Neither is it necessary
that man should be ininite in order to receive an appropriate
measure Of truth, or that he should fu"y Comprehend all the un-
fo|dings ofthe h|gher Spheres in order to obtain a truthful concep-
tion of the destiny to Which he is tending. It is the broad gegne.
ral principles Which aice involved in this subject, rather than the
minutiae of circumstances and conditions, that are pecessary t©
be understood; and since the human mind could not conceive Of
the jnexpressible brightness and purity that pervade the |ofty
he|ght5 of Heaven, it is better that it should gain a Comprehen_
sion of these principles from = contemplation ©f the inferior gtages
of deve|opment’ than that it should become blinded by the daz-
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Z”ng g|0ry that surrounds the Infinite. To Subserve’ therefore’
the purposes which are held in view in this investigation, the Spir-
its will confine their attention chiefly to the two grand depart-
ments of the gpiritual temple, Which represent the progressive

unfolding ©f man in his earthly sphere, and the harmony and
blissfulness of his spirit in the world of light.

The iirst or natural sphere of human existence is that to which
the thoughts of the reader will be first directed. Thjg, it will be

understood, is the rudimental or germinal state, in Which the ele-
ments oOf spirit are first concentrated and jndividualized, and on

which, as an essential phagsjs, the successive Spheres of being are
dependentl It is in this Sphere that the Sp|r|t is born as a distinct
being; itis here thatits ,5ers are irst exercised through the
medium of material grgans, and it is here, while enclosed in the
outward temple, that it receives its primary lessons in divine
truth-its first aspirations for interior light. The spirits look
upon this, therefore, as the lowest preparatory school of Human-
ity where the first Iispings of the unfolding intellect are heard,
and where the dwarfed and feeble soul enters on its course oOf
endless progress. Such peing the case, they behold, in gazing o
the face of humanity, the most evident marks of imperfection :
-they see, scattered over the ields of earth the dark forms of

error, ignorance, and wrong; they see the grogs darkness of
iniquity pervading the very atmosphere ©f men, @amid which the
soul shines as but a ﬂickering Spark; they see, in Short’ the moral

degradation, the deformity ©f character, and the horrid deeds of
crime, Wwhich have stained the' annals of human history; and as

they turn from the repulsive seene before them, their senses are
greeted with the hoarse and discordant voices that echo from torn
and b|eeding hearts. Itis on the lowest p|ane of human develop-
ment that these characteristics are especially manifested; and
such a result is dependem on the very condition and circum-
stances oOf this rudimental sphere. It is known that there is a
point in creation when the material merges into the spiritual, and
where the soul is butjust sufficiently individualized to exjst; and
it is known also that there are some men, or beings who are called
men, that are scarcely more elevated than the prytes, whose in-
fant spirits — all dwarfed and shriveled-are weighed down by
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the burden of fleshly corruption. How, then, could it be other-
wise, in this lowest society of human beings Where both situation

and influences are of a most unfavorable pature, than that there
should be all these dark imperfectionsi all this gross iniquity__ all
this seeming evil?

But let the reader understand the true nature of these external

appearances Pefore ascending t© a higher plane ©f being. The
doctrine has somewhat extens“lely prevailed that man is intrin-
sically depraved-that he is in himself totally corrupt, being

incapable ©f cherishing 2 good thought, and that the yongs,
vices, and crimes which mar Society are the manifestations of this

internal depravity, which is termed moral evil. Now itis import-
ant that mortals should distinctly understand that there j5 and can

be' no principie of positive evil in the Universe. If Deity

represents the principle of absolute and eternal good—if He is
the Positive Mind to which all else is subordinate-if I-le
great

reigns as the irresistible Magnet of all human SOU'S, and if the
glonous works of his creation present’ as IS seen, ©ne perfect
system of beauty, harmony and order, then evil cannot eXist as
an antagonistic principle, but can only be manifested in a pega.
tive form. \While, then, the searching mind realizes the eternal
supremacy of goodl it will natura”y regard that which is termed
evil, not as an interior principlei but merely as an outer manifes-
tation; it will perceive that all the faculties With which man is
endovved are intrinsically good, and that itis only the perversion
and misdirection of these that produce inharmonious results,-
indeed, that good is forever the positive princip|e' and that evil

is merely the negation ©f this, as darkness is the temporary
absence of Iight. No individual can find an authority in Nature

for terming that which is yndeveloped ¢ffiz. The half-formed
rose wWhich yet remains in the closed hyd, is imperfect, yet it
contains within itself all the essential gualities which afterwards
appear N the unfolded flower. Sg also, the mineral, though its
motion is angular, developing many sharp points which might
lacerate the unprotected feet of the traveler, is nevertheless in
itself good since it contains the yndeveloped germ of all higher
creations. Thus man, though imperfect, Wayward, and sinful at
the commencement oOf his cgreer, IS yet not entirely depraved,
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but possesses within hjm, as the worst of beings do, those latent

sparks of purity those internal desires and aspirations for
goodness, which give the earnest of a ceaseless progress and an
exalted destiny.

Ascending now from this most inferior plane of human develop-
ment, the mind will arrive at a higher sphere of thought and
action, in which may be discovered among men a far superior

degree ©f goodness and enlightenment. That which was seen
before only in the bud here gyhears as the unfolded blossom.
The faculties of the human soul have here attained a more harmo-
nious exercise. A world of interior beauty is opened to the gyeg
of men and the light of truth and virtue begins -to dawn pon

their darkened minds. They are no Ionger satisfied to remain in
the dens of Wic|cednes& or to grove| in the ilth of Crime, but
deep and earnest thirstings for a higher state now animate the
soul, and the warm breath of an ,expanded love has melted the
congealed fountain of the heart's emotions. In this progress man
begins to feel the earnest of his exalted destiny; he feels that he
has attained to a higher state, and now breathes a hrgr, air than
those who yet |inger in the depths of Corruption; and as he

catches sweet glimpses ©f the [ight that gleams above, he moves
onward in all the great labors and duties of |ife, towards the
brightness of a more blissful Sphere_ In illustration of this truth
may be witnessed the almost universal traces of human improve-
ment __jt will be seen that men, having been freed from the mon-
strous burden of Corruption with which they were at irst Oppressed,
are now gdvancing With new strength and more rapid steps in the
direction of the celestial world. It is encouraging to the spirits
to observe that a constantly increasing number are now entering
into an elevated sphere Of thought, standing forth as the pioneers
of progress-as bold and earnest reformers of the world, and
leading humanity onward, like pright and attractive |ights, in the
beautiful pathway of progression. These are they who are
advanced beyond the shadows of superstition, and have expanded
views of God and of the Universe :_theijr love flows forthin a broad
and ceaseless stream to mgn: their aspirations are elevated above
the iieeting forms of ggrth, and reach upward to a loftier dwelling
place-so that, living as it were ypon the borders of the Second
10
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Sphere, they may enjoy sweet communion with its celestial inhab-
itants.

The truth 5y here be appropriately introduced that gngels
have hovered around humanity as the harbengers of its Coming

destiny. They have prought life and jmmortality to light; they
have inspired the darkened minds of men with visions of heaveniy

beauty, and moved on the rglling stream of human advancement
even to the shores of Eternity. The decree has ggpe forth from
the spiriinial world that man shall be redeemed; and in order
that this may be more completely accomplished--that the light
of truth 5, more successfully dissipate the darkness of the world
--that the crushed and saddened hearts of men 5, be comforted,
and that humanity may arise from its lethargic slumbers to the
newness Of the inward |ife, it was especially important that a
direct and immediate intercourse should be established between
spirits that are freed from their earthly shackles and those which
yet linger in the outward temple. It is for the world to rejoice
that this intercourse is now gpened. Glorious is the jresence Of
the heaveniy hosts! They have come in robes of ||ght to perform
their h0|y ministry’ and’ with the aid of all hoiy powers, they will
accomplish their mission. The car of progress will move onward
with mighty and overwhelming power ; and Truth thoygh crushed

and trampied upon in the ages past, will arise to reign over the
disordered elements of mind. Deeper and deeper flows the tide

of spiritual life, and wider and broader are its manifestations
extended. It is known in Heaven that the world though lost
shall be redeemed; that its altars of corruption shall be demol-
ished, that its temples ©f superstition shall be broken down, and
that its thick darkness shall be dissipated beneath the refulgent
and gyerpowering light. A new era has gpened upon the
earth. A deep and wide-spread revolutionis going on society.
Immortal truth now armed with gpjritual power IS to achieve its
triumph.  The tyrant upon his gilded throne may tremble, for his

arm shall be powerless and his Scepter turned to dust' the bigot
who has forged chains for the soul and sought to stiiie the voice

of Truth, may cower beneath the new-born Iight, for his works of
darkness shall be no mgre; but to those who love the poly
ministry of Heaven and would seek the beautiful ynfoldings of
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angeiic wisdom, the mission of the celestial hosts will be a source

of unspeakable joy.
The SpiI’itS desire to unfold the destiny of Man in a still more

perfect light, by referring to the exalted Sphere of gpiritual exist-
ence to which he is advancing, and by revealing seme of the harmo-
nies of the more perfect state into which he will ultimately enter.
Man has fgl|t, whenever the best affections of his nature are exer-
cised, that his present is at best a rudimental state of being, and
that a condition immeasurably more exalted is to be attained
in the fulilirnent of his glorious destiny. Hence man naturally
aspires to = higher life —to a state where the dark forms of earth
may not cast their shadow,-the very conception ©f this peing con-
nected with Something which is entirely Superior to all the beau-

ties of his garthly home. Accordingly it 15y be stated that the
Second Sphere presents the real existence-that it contains the

eternal substance of which the scenes and objects of earth are but
the fleeting shadows. In the |gwest, rudimental sphere of man,
he is prepared to perceive and appreciate but little of the illjniit-
able Universe. Being enclosed in a comparatively gross and con-
iined atmosphere, and coming in connection chiefly with substan-
ces of a material nagture, his attention is directed principa”y to
the external, his conceptions are usually of the most gyperficial
character, and his senses de“ght in the enjoyment of outward
beauties, While he enters not into that higher and inner sanctuary
which contains the divinE, but unseen reaiity. But When, in the
progressive order of nature, man is elevated to a superior Sphere-
when the soul is not gnly released from its frail and burdensome
frame-work, but enters into the celestial clime whose radiant splen-
dors break .like morning light upon its vision, then a far more
beautiful and glorious scene is unfolded — a world which had
been long invisible and unknown is reyegled, and in the ineffable

brightness and beauty ©f the heavenly iields, the spirit beholds
and rejoices in that real and unfading glory of WhiCh, in all its
past existence, it could entertain only = faint and shadowy con-
ception.

The aspirations of mortals may reach upward to the Second

Sphere as a world of a”_pervading harmony_ No strife and dis-
cord are permitted to enter this abode ©f the immortals. No
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misunderstandings and animosities can here exist, for all see each
other as they are, and all are pyre. Gentle and |gying, therefore,

is their ministry, while still and peacefu| are the thoughts which
rise from their inward ggyrce, like sweet incense, unto God. The

numerous causes Of inquietude which agitate the mind on earth
are here removed, and through the vast multitude of human
Spil’itS there iiows one clear, bright stream ofj oy, Which, like some
smooth and tranquil lake, seems to slumber in its own silent
depths. In this Sphere, the bond of union commenced on earth

is completed-the plan ©f ene mighty brotherhood is presented
in its great rea“ty ’_there is no cruel OpprESSion' no stern author-
ity, no arbitrary law, for all spirits who are thus redeemed and
glorified, yielding passively t©© every piinciple of their pging and
bringing themselves into harmony with the Unjverse, become a
law unto themselves. Thus the all-pervading spiiit of harmony
whose presence IS so clearly manifested in the physijcal creation,

here gccomplishes its more perfect work, uniting With strong and
ever-enduring links all souls to each other and to God.

The Second Sphere is, in relation to egrth, the great fountain
of Iight and truth. "There is no night-no darkness here.

Grief, and gloom, and woe, are banished py the g||l_penetrating
rad_iance of Heaven. The moon sheds not its lustrous rays-

the sun polucs not its gorgeous beamsi but far up in the expand-
ing infinite is the source Of universal light, whose breath imparts
joy_and blessedness to the Circiing Spheres_ Behold! in this

land of bliss the prophecy of inspired seers shall be fulfilled,
for here sorrow and sighing shall iiee 54y  the tears shall be

wiped from off all faces, and death shall be swallowed 5 in
victory. It is here that the noblest desires of the immortal
nature are to be gratiied; it is here that man shall find the

true ghject of those earnest, breathing aspirations that gush in
living streams from the Heavensmitten ggy|: and it is for the race

with one constant struggle with one mighty and unceasing effort,
to strive to reach the harmonies of this gIorious Sphere--to at-
tain to those lofty heights of progress, Where it shall truly and

profoundly realize that its path is progression’ that its works
are deveiopment’ that its Heaven is harmonyl and that its God

is the universal Father.



