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PREFACE.

TaE author of the following pages presents for the first
time to the public a work of literary character. It has
been written while he was yet engaged in his ordinary
business, and js presented in precisely its original form,
without having been reviewed or corrected by a single
individual beside himself before making its appearance
for public approval or condemnation. It will therefore be
understood that whatever of truth or error it may contain,
no one else is responsible for it.

We have not read or consulted any work in connection
with the composition of the following, excepting in one
instange in procuring some data of a historical character
from an Encyclopedia, and cannot therefore be accused
of taking our ideas from any one else in respect to what
may be here treated of. We have not read upon these
subjects as much as every other person in the community
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iv PREFACE.

has an opportunity to do ; for the reason that previous to
receiving our present commission to teach men of the
things of God, we were never sufficiently interested in
these things to give even a casual reading to the various
articles which met our eye in the public prints,—supposing,
as the majority of people still do, that it was merely some
money-making contrivance, invented by some ingenious
individual who might be in need of pecuniary addition to
his stock of worldly possessions. And since we have
obtained a knowledge of the work which God designed
for us to perform, we have studiously avoided recading
upon the subject, in order that we might entertain no
ideas of these things contrary to those which God should
choose to give us.

Of every statement (including the preceding) which
is contained in this work, as relating to our own experience
or the manner in which we have acted in this affair, we
can bring abundant and incontestable proof.

‘Weo therefore submit the work to the public, with the
desire that it may stand entirely upon its own merits. .
We are not to be accused of plagiarism because our asser-
tions may chance to agree in some respects with those of
any other writer upon this subject; for, so far as both
write the truth, we must of necessity agree. It is the
solemn truth that we know not the views of any other
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author, living or dead, upon this matter, and cannot there-
fore be in fault, if perchance some more distinguished man
in the literary world may assert the same or similar facts
to those which are to be found here.

We are confident, however, that no one will find as
much of truth in any other publication referring to these
phenomena as is to be found in the following pages. We
are also confident that, whether men givé us credit or not
for originality in this production, they will find ideas here
different from those entertained by any author that has
written since time began.

We commend our production to the potice of all who
are interested in the great work of redemption, as well as
to all who are curious to know the solution of the problem
presented to their minds by the mysterious events that
have excited so much attention among the majority of the
community within a few months past.

We are very sure that our readers will find here the
only true and rational explanation of the great mystery
of the age, and indeed of the world, in any age; for never
gince the world was created has there been such a wonder-
ful display of God’s love to man; except in the single
instance of his giving his only begotten Son to die as a
ransom for the sins of the race.

We ocannot think that many will approach the subject
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for the first time with the least degree of credulity; as it
is something so wonderful, so out of the common course of
things, that it condemns itself in the estimation of many,
without a hearing to satisfy them of the evidence in the case.
‘We humbly beg of such persons that they will suspend
their judgment with regard to these matters till they shall
have had a fair opportunity to examine into them, and act
wisely through the information they may gather upon the
subject.

Much as we deprecate long prefaces, we cannot close
without asking a few favors of our readers, as this is a
style of reading, and a subject mpon which few people
have dwelt before,—indeed, it is different from anything
ever before issued from the press, inasmuch as it claims
to bring philosophy from on high; an idea never before
entertained by any sane mind.

We ask an attentive and careful perusal of our work,
from all who would arrive at any correct conclusion at its
close. We solicit investigation of the truth of every
statement herein contained, from every one who doubts
them in the least. We would invite examination with
respect to each event related as having come under our
notice, in order that any person sceptical with regard to
their truth may satisfy himself that it is not the language
of an overheated imagination.
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We will introduce our reader now to the work, with the
particular request that he will pot give it too hasty a
perusal to allow of his obtaining a perfect understanding
of the idea we intend to convey, whether he accepts it a8
truth or not.






A REVELATION FROM HEAVEN;

OR, THE NEW FAITH.

CHAPTER 1.

THERE has been much excitement throughout
the country within a year past, in consequence of
certain strange and unaccountable events which
have transpired in various parts of the land,
and which have of late been quite frequent in
their occurrence, throughout the northern section
of the Union.

These peculiar, and up to this time unexplained
occurrences, were brought to the notice of the
public through the instrumentality of a family
in western New York, in whose dwellings were
heard at various times certain mysterious sounds,
for which, with the utmost exertion, no visible

cause could be discovered, The affair in its
1.
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infancy excited some considerable curiosity, but
has since become, with its attendant consequences,
a very important and truly wonderful thing in
the minds of many persons who have been led to
investigate the matter, and to trace the connection
between this event and many others which have
happened since the first knowledge of such things
was communicated to the public.

We would state in the beginning, that we are
influenced by no other motive than a desire to
communicate a knowledge of the truth to all who
may read what we here present. 'We do not wish
to convey the idea that we are infallible as a man
in our opinions, concerning these things; but we
do nevertheless assert with the utmost confidenee,
that what is here contained is the solemn truth,
and what no one can prove to be untrue or incon-
gistent in any respect, with the Bible or with
the laws of nature, so far as both of these are
understood by men,— as they are not at present.

We cannot hope, however, that the majority,
or even a fair proportion of our readers, will com-
mence this work with any degree of prepossession
in its favor,—indeed, we are satisfied that most
people will take it up for the first time as a mat-
ter of curiosity. Many will be interested in the
subject; some will be interested in the authoy
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of the present production, enough to purchase a
oopy of the work and give it perhaps a slight
degree of attention; but we cannot insure any
one a perfect understanding or appreciation of its
merits or demerits, who is not willing to give it
an attentive and careful perusal.

We intend in pursuing our subject to give a

fair and impartial account of the mysterious
events of the character we have referred to, so far
as they have fallen under our own immediate
observation, — to give them a candid examination
in the light of man’s present knowledge of natural
laws, — to consider with calm deliberation these
various and singular manifestations of some
hitherto unexplained and wholly umaccountable
cause, with the view to ascertain thetruth respect-
ing their origin and design; to give a perfectly
consistent and rational explanation of them upon
principles which are yet to be fully comprehended
by men in all their bearings; and to show in as
elear a manner as the case will admit, what these
principles are, why they have not been previously
discovered, and what is to be anticipated as
the result of their being fully understood by men.

'We shall need, however, an introduction to our
main theme, to make some statements respecting
God'’s plans, as they have been revealed to men;
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and shall also make some assertions, upon the
authority given us frem on high, with respect to
his plans for the future; most of the latter will,
however, be reserved till the close of the work.
. In making these statements we claim -nothing
in the way of credit to ourself as a man; all
honor belongs to our Heavenly Father, for deign-
ing to bless us with the light of divine truth
concerning his great plan of salvation, and the
manner in which he is to operate upom.the works
of his hand, to bring about the great events which
are predicted in his holy Word. -'We are nat
entitled to any praise for having stored our mind
with ideas concerning the things of God, and
for having presented them to men in an ingenious
form ; neither are we to be set down as an impos.
tor, or 2 madman, because we give men - informa-
tion on subjects which they have heretofore failed
to eomprehend. We axe to be treated by all who
would arrive at correct conclusions as an humble
instrument in the hands of God in making known
the truth. :

‘We have not, in our present productien, reom

to prove every point advanced, as relating to God's

plans, even though the proef were abundant, and
at our ready disposal ; we have left those . things
which have ne direct besring npon the truth or

~,
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falsity of our stetements, but which it was still
necessery for us to make, without diseussion ; for
the resson that we have presumed that such argu-
ment would be urinteresting to the class of pem
sons who would be likely to peruse this book.
‘We shall, however, in our future writings, make
clear every point which may be left without satis«
faetory argument in the present work.

‘We can promise our readers that, so far as they
become interssted, and just in proportien to the
interest manifested in our present production,
shall we produce for their perusal many other
works upon kindred subjects. We will, how-
ever, boldly make the assertion—neot in the spirit
ef boasting, but with sincere confidemce in God's
mighty power and his wondrous goodness—that '
the puhblic will be interested in this new mani.
festation of his wonderful love,—in this mighty
work of his hand,~—in this beautifal and inter-
.esting feature of -his great and truly glorious
plen,—in this variation of the grand and lofty
theme of Omnipotence,—in this sublime -and
~ wonderful menifestation of the goodness of the
~ Father of all souls—the Maker of all worlds—
the Creator of all things—the wonderful, the
adorable, the ever-blessed God of Heaven.

‘We wonld not, howaver, raise the expectation
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of our readers too high ;—the present production
is but a drop.in the mighty water of revelation
that God is to pour upon men; it is but a trifle
compared with what is to follow,—a mere step-
ping-stone to the understanding of men. We
would therefore beg of all to commence the work
with the understanding that, with all the amount
of substance, comparatively few ideas are ad-
vanced, for the reason that the field is so new that
every stepmust be taken with the utmost careful-
ness, that we do not lead men into the quagmire
of doubt, or lose them in the wilds of mystery.

To assume our task:

The world at the creation was designed to be
the residence of man ; it was in process of pre-
paration for man’s abode, from the time of its ori-
ginal formation up to the period when the human
race was called into existence. In the beginning,
it was only fitted for the residence of the inferior
beings; but, as it became better and better pre-
pared, the higher existences were gradually intro-
duced upon it ; the progression being regular and
successive, from the lowest order of created things
up to man.

It was. the design of the Creator in placing
man upon the earth, to give him a place and an
opportunity to prepare his soul for heaven. The

Sy
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design of the Almighty was so far carried out in
the earlier ages of the world, that the physical
frame was in a state perfectly adapted to the car-
rying forward of this purpose; that is to say,
there was a complete development of every por-
tion of the system; such for instance as the
muscles and sinews of the body, and the nerves
and blood vessels in the vital apparatus, as well
as the means of communication between the mind
and the animal nature. There was also a perfect
equilibrium of development between the powers
of the body, the mind, and the soul, or religious
‘nature of which the mind is but a portion.

It is the case, however, at the present day, as
all will admit, that the race has degenerated in all
respects save one ;—it is evident to any observing
and reflecting mind that, in the mental powers man
has made improvement entirely disproportionate *
to that which he has made in the other peart of
his nature; that is, the intellectual faculties are
the only ones he has taken care to cultivate ; and
the consequence is, that the mind of man has
been developed to a much greater extent than has
the body or soul, so far as the development of
this last depends upon his exertions in this
world.

These things being true, it will readily be per-
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ceived that, unless there should be a change in
these respects, the race must at no distant day
become exterminated ; it being the case already,
as all will believe who give credit to the state-
ments made in the Bible with regard to the ages
of those who lived in the early times of the Old
Testament dispensation, that the average length
of human life is only about one tenth of its origi-
nal duration. It is therefore a duty incumbent
upon man to use every possible exertion, to aid
in redeeming those powers of his nature which he
has been obliged to sacrifice on account of having
neglected their cultivation, or on account of having
abused them. It is also his duty to do every thing
in his power to aid in restoring the whole race to
its original standing, in all respects in which it
has degenerated, and to continue to cultivate his
" powers of mind, in such a manner as shall be
consistent with the development of the other
portions of his nature. It is further his duty to
study and investigate the great designs of the
Creator in placing him on the earth, and learn,
as far as possible, what he is to do, to aid in car-
rying forward the plans of Deity.
‘We shall therefore state, upen the authority
given to us from on high, that the principal rea-
sons for the decline of man as a race is,
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that he haes neglected to cultivate his physical
nature. We state, also, that mau will continue
to degencrate, until he shall ehange his course
with respect to the manner in which he has used
his physical powers, and turn a larger share of
his attention to their development. It becomes
the chief duty of the present generatien of men
to make every possible effort to inculcate the
principles of physiology, and make themseves
every day better acquainted with the laws of their
animal nature.

These things may at first sight appear foreign
to our subject ; but we shall show in a short time
that they are intimately connected with it.

‘We shall be obliged to go back to the earlier
times in the history of the world, and see in what
respects life differed in those days from what it is
at presant ; that is, we shall examine the differ-
ence between man, as a creature endowed with
bodily faculties, at that time, compared with the
present—a subject to which we have never devoted
the least attention, any farther than to study what
we have ourself previously written upon these
matters, through the inspiration of our mind.

To go back then to the earliest date of the ex-
istemce of man, we find that he lived to the age of
a thowsnad years in some instances; this fact is
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stated in the Bible, and we would repeat it as the
truth, as we have the means of knowing it to be
g0. We would then examine the state of the race
at that period, and see how it differed from the
Ppresent condition of man.

In the first place, we would state that theve
was, in the original condition in which man was
placed, a necessity that he should labor for every
physical enjoyment, of whatever nature. He was
under the necessity for obtaining food, to use his
bodily faculties in such a manner as would give
them a much greater amount of exercise than he
is at present obliged to give. He could not grat-
ify his curiosity to see different portions of the
earth, without a very much greater amount of
exercise than he is at present obliged to take on
this account. He was unable to obtain apparel,
unless he went to work and made it from the raw
material. He could not obtain the gratification
of a single physical desire, without more exercise
than is at present necessaxy in order to answer
the same end.

He was at first gifted with what would seem
at the present day to be an extraordinary amount
of strength ; he was able to perform feats of agil-
ity which would in these days appear astonishing ;
he could endure hardship or privation of whatever
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natare, with but little comparative inconvenience ;
he was able, from his birth, to walk, and thus sup-
ply his wants by physical exercise ; he was in a
state of perfect exemption from pain or disease, ex-
cept that which was purely the result of accident ;
he was in a state of perfect health, from the time
of his birth to that of his death; he never experi-
enced any inconvenience from changes of temper-
ature or from the effects of bad air, for the reason
that his constitution was fortified by nature against
all these things ; he had no occasion for medicine
or the artificial aids to the performance of the
functions of the body, but he was able to perform
every operation which he should desire, without
the least trouble or inconvenience, any farther
than exercise was concerned. It was indeed a
paradise upon earth, for none of the thousand
aches and ails that are now so common could
have been found, the world over, in these times.
It was a truly blessed state of existence in which
man was originally placed.

‘We shall next proceed to consider the manner
in which he descended from his state of purity
and strength, as he was at first situated, and in-
quire whether there is any chance of his again
attaining his original situation in these respects.
'We shall also wish to show, if there is this pro-
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bability of his restoring his lost powers, how it is
to be brought about; we shall endeavor to con-
vince the unprejudioced reader that the phenomenon
of spiritual intercourse with men through the pres-
ent agencies, is to be the means of showing them
the true path of duty, by revealing to them the
great plans of Deity, and enabling them to take
such a course as is most in accordance with the
wishes of God.

In the first place, it is evident that this change
has been gradual in its operatioxi; that is to say,
the deterioration of the race has been steady
and progressive in its character. It is also evi-
dent that this change is still going forward, and
that it will continue to progress as long as man
continues in his present course of action with re-
spect to these things. It is therefore high time
that the children of the true God should bestir
themselves in this business, and make an active
effort to do the will of their Heavenly Father, in
promulgating the truth with regard to the new
revelations which God has seen fit to make to
men, in order that there may be brought about,
in the shortest possible space of time, the great
results to be anticipated from them. V

It is time that there was some effort made to
spread a true knowledge of God's great plan of

N
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redemption. It is time that there was a just ap-
preciation of the wonderful love of God in giving
his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believed
on him might not perish, but have everlasting
life—to the rejection of the false doctrines that
have so long been inculcated by those who sup-
pose that Christ is to be the propitiation for their
sins with God the Father, and that consequently
they are to escape all the penalties of violated
laws.

We find it necessary here to remark that we
have received a commission from God, to give the
world the true light of faith, if they may choose
to acceptit. We shall consequently commence,
immediately after the issue of this work from the
press, a set of works explanatory of the great
truths of the Bible; and till those shall be seen,
let not any one condemn this work as the idle fab-
rication of a visionary mind, or the wanton act of
one who would trifle with the sacred things of
God. We can assure our readers, from our heart
of hearts, that we have too much reverence forour
Heavenly Father, and too much fear of his mighty
power, ever to think of making such assertions as
these, were they not strictly true, and what is
more, authorized by God himself.

'We cannot hope that these last statements will
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be looked upon with the least favor by those who
are conscientious in the belief that the days of in-
spiration are gone by; but we can assure such
that the nature of God is precisely the same now
as it was in the days of the prophets of old ; and
for this reason it is just as possible that there
should now be inspiration in order to make known
the truth to men, as was ever the case—notwith-
standing their firm conviction to the contrary. We
say this, not in the spirit of opposition to the opin-
ions of men, but in the spirit of submission to the
will of God. 'We do not intend here to make any
further justification of the course which we are
taking, but shall in eur future works give the
world ample evidence that we are the chosen ser-
vant of God, in making known the truth to men.



CHAPTER II.

‘WE now return to the subject of the condition
of the human race. 'We see, in the next place,
that there is no cause for the deterioration of
man, as respects his bodily constitution, except
his own wilful disobedience of the laws of his
being, as implanted in his nature, with the un-
mistakable evidence of the importance which God
attaches to them, which is to be derived from the
system of penalties which he has institated as a
safeguard against their indiscriminate and reck-
less abuse. It is therefore the duty of men to
stady the laws of the human constitution, and
inform themselves what can be done to restore
the true use of man’s faculties, as God would
have them used, and at the same time to secure
the advantages which are always the sure rewards
of obedience.

The next question is,— What is the reason that
God has not given man such a constitution, both
of body and of mind, that such a thing as deteri-
oration would be unknown ? Why has he thus
permitted the race to pervert their natures to
such an extent as to threaten their annihilation ?
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‘We answer that there is true and perfect wisdom
in this arrangement, whether man can see it or
not ; it is not to be supposed that God would act
unwisely, or defeat his own intentions by allow-
ing men to act in such a manner as to frustrate
his designs; for this reason it is evident that
there is no just cause for doubt on the part of
‘man with regard to the wisdom of this plan.
But, at the same time, it is not for man to say
that, because God is powerful te carry forward
his own plans, and because nothing that mam -
may do will have the effect either to defeat or to
aid their successful termination, therefore it is of
no -use for him to trouble himself to know what
those plans are; it is still his duty te do all in
his power to assist in carrying forward the great
designs of Deity, and make himself more and more
perfect in those respects in which Ged has left
the matter in his hands, to improve or negleet to
.do so. :
‘We shall at some future time make these
things clear to the view of any diligent searcher
after truth, and show why God has permitted this
change in man’s nature, and how he has at the
same time taken the best course to promote man’s
happiness and his own glory; but for the present
we have other matters to discuss, which it is to
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be presumed will be more likely to interest those
persons for whom we write this work.

‘We have already tired the patience of many a
reader with this introduction to our work; but
we have still more to say with regard to the plans
of Deity, before we shall be ready to proceed to
our main subject. We must therefore beg the
indulgence of all, that we may be permitted to
present our ideas in our own way, promising
them that before we finish, we shall have told
them all they could ask, respecting the subjegt
upon which they are anxious to obtain informa-
tion.

‘We would say, in the next place, that man is
to be the perfect being which God has formed
him to be, before he shall become extinct as an
inhabitant of earth; but it is left with man to
use the necessary exertion to produce this very
desirable result. 'We may therefore see that God
will most cheerfully furnish him with all neces-
sary knowledge, to aid him in carrying forward
this great plan; but it is to be given only to
those who are willing to use it for its legitimate
purpose, for the reason that it would be of no
benefit to those who might not choose to apply it
to its true and proper use.

'We have next to state that the true and perfect
2
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and only design of these spiritual manifestations
is, to bring about the change in man’s nature as.
at present constituted, to the true and perfect
state which it should occupy, as the creature of a
God who is all wisdom and love. It is to be the
case, that the present spiritual manifestations are
to be the means of showing man his duty, and of
leading him in the true and perfect path of obe-
dience. It is to be revealed to men through
these means, what God would have them do to fit
tl.lemselves for heaven. It is to be explained to
men what is meant by the great plan of redemp-
tion, of which much has been said and writ-
ten, though but little understood. It is to be
shown to men that the millennium is surely to
come, and that it is not to be the case that any
one shall be forgotten in the day of judgment.
It is to be revealed to men what the day of judg-
ment is, and what they are to expect on that day.
It is to make known the truth to men concerning
all those passages in the Bible which have been
heretofore misunderstood, or misconstrued to suit
the ideas of men concerning things spiritual and
divine. It is, finally, to be the consummation of
the great and perfect work of redemption itself.
We have now to speak of one more subject,
and shall then be ready to assume the main theme
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of which we are to write. We refer to the New
Faith. The following statements will serve to
give some idea concerning its character to those
who may be interested to learn any thing respect-
ing it.

- It is, in the first place, a full belief that God
is making & revelation of his plan of salva-
tion in a clear and perfectly consistent manner,
through the instrumentality of the author of this
work. It does not, however, give the credit due
to God to any human being ; and for this reason
does not look upon the instrument which God
has chosen to serve him on earth in promoting
a knowledge of the truth, as any thing more
than a faithful servant of his Heavenly Father.

* It does not claim to know more of God than he

has chosen to reveal; but places implicit confi-
dence in the Bible, while it acknowledges that
without special and additional revelation from on
high, many passages cannot be understood in
their true spiritual sense. It has also a firm con-
viction that all obscurity with respect to God’s.
Holy Word is to be removed ; and that the light
of truth will be given to men as fast as they are
prepared to receive it.

The new faith is to be a true and certain source
of spiritual information, and & complete and true
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guide to heaven, as well as a true comforter upon
earth. It is to be a complete and true and per-
fect and only and sure guide to bliss unending, —
the only source of true knowledge concerning the
things of God. It is to be the road to heaven,—
the perfect path to bliss. It is to be the true and
perfect guide to the joys of a future world, — the
only and effectual passport to bliss eternal. Itis to
be a true and perfect understanding of God’s great
plan of redemption,— the great and living and
true path to the world of the redeemed. It is to
be the firm conviction that God is just and wise,
yet good and merciful. It is the belief that every
one is to be rewarded in the future world, just in
proportion as he does his duty in this. Itisa
rejection of the doctrine of everlasting punish-
ment, —an adoption of the belief that God is
the true and righteous Judge of heaven, that
will not doom omne of his own children to the
miseries of an everlasting fire. It is a perfect
confidence in God as the rewarder of the faithful,
—the only and true belief that he will yet deal
justly by those who have not obeyed him on
earth. It is a perfect reliance upon the Father
of men on earth, that he will be their Father in
heaven, — a confident and firm belief that those
who obey God in this world will be blessed with
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his love in the world of eternity. It is a full
belief in the new dispensation, — a willing heart
to obey the God of heaven. It is the true and
perfect faith of God, — the only and sure and
steadfast hope of eternal life. It is a complete
and true relinquishment of the faith which would
prove itself in no way while its professor was yet
on earth,— a.true and earnest desire to serve
God each day of one’s worldly existence. It is
the complete submersion of one’s own will in
that of God — the true and perfect work of pu-
rifying the heart from sin. It is the rejection of
the false doctrines of the old faith — the adop-
tion of the truth of God as the guide of one’s life.
It is the complete and perfect resignation of the
heart to the providences of God — a sweet and
holy reliance upon the arm of his love. Itis a
unity of feeling with the angels of heaven —
a perfect and true command of the passions. 1t
is a trusting heart that God will save the soul from
everlasting punishment — a true belief that he is
yet the chastiser of the wicked. It is a perfect
and complete rejection of the idea that all will be
rewarded with eternal bliss, who are willing to
throw the weight of their sins upon another,
and thus escape a justly merited punishment —a
perfect and true adoption of the belief that each
one will be punished just in proportion to his dis-
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obedience of the commands of God. It is a hope
to receive the welcome plaudit, — « Well done,
thou good and faithful servant, enter thoy into
the joy of the Lord,” if one has obeyed God on
earth— a hope to be rewarded just in proportion
to one’s purity, goodness and truth. It is a com
plete and perfect release of the soul from the
bondage of Satan-—a true and perfect purifica-
tion of the heart from the dominion of the devil.
It is the belief that Satan is the god of men’s
own hearts, which would set up a dominion in
‘opposition to Jehovah — a firm trust in God that
he will not be the punisher of the penitent. It
is a complete and true and only dominion of the
love of God in the heart—asure and perfect
adoption of the true affection for things above. It
is, finally, the true and perfect and overwhelming
and sure abode of the Holy Spirit of God in the
heart, to the rejection of every evil thought and
feeling.

We shall in our future publications make
known the particulars with regard to each item
in the above recital of the true elements of faith;
but, as the minds of men are not prepared to
adopt the new faith, we shall give the remainder
of this work to another subject, with the view of
preparing the way for what we are to preaent in
“uture.




CHAPTER III.

‘WE now speak of the manner in which it first
became known to us that we had the power to
communicate with the spirit world, together with
the various forms of spiritual manifestation which
we have witnessed, through the impressions we
have received.

‘We had been attending to our usual business,
one forenoon a few weeks since, when we chanced
to be brought into the company of one who pos-
sessed some control over spiritual agencies, and
who very kindly explained to us the manner of
their operation through him, and the indications
of their presence, by which he became informed
that he could converse with the inhabitants of the
other world. 'We found that there was no need
for any further instruction with regard to these
things from any human source, for we learned at
once that we had the means at our command of
communicating with the spirits in bliss, as well
as the true temperament necessary to afford the
most favorable and ready impressions from those
happy souls in the world of true love and purity.
We were, in a few moments after receiving the
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first impression from them, called upon to execute
a piece of music upon the piano, and, upon taking-
our seat for the purpose, found that no exertion
Wwas necessary on our part, to produce the desired
melody, which was one that neither we nor our
friends present had ever heard before, and was
performed with accuracy and in strict time. We
were impressed in various other ways at that
time, and have since been able, at all times, to
converse with the spirits in heaven. 'We have in
many instances asked advice of them with regard
to the course necessary to pursue with respect to
certain events which have caused us some doubt
as to what it was our duty to do, and have
invariably been governed by their advice, even
to the taking of some of the most important steps
of our life.

‘We shall presently endeavor to give our readers
some idea with regard to the various powers that
have been bestowed us; though we would not be
understood as boasting of them, but rather as
making known to our fellow-men the truth of God,
as it has been presented to us,for the benefit not of
ourself simply, but of all to whom it may be pre-
sented through us. We would, in mentioning
these circumstances, be understood as speaking
of them merely as evidences that we have had a
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peculiar and unusual character of mind given us,
and that for this reason we are justified in suppos-
ing that we are called of God to be instrumental
in promoting a great work, in making known to
men the truth concerning these new develops
ments of his mighty power and wisdom. We
are not influenced in making these statements by
any desire to raise ourself in the estimation of
our fellow-men, for we have, as far as we know,
already the reputation of an honest man, and this
is all we aspire to. 'We would rather take the
course which, while it does our duty to God,
would at the same time give us no occasion to risk
our reputation for integrity and uprightness. We
have no desire to minister to the taste of those
whowould treat this matter as a mere theme of idle
curiosity ; nor would we wish that it should be
simply a matter of pecuniary speculation, for we
consider that no one has any right to make
out of it a mere money-making affair, while they
would care little about promoting truth; it is
rather to be treated with the respect and attention
which its importance demands, as the development
of a new feature in God's great plan of salvation.

We would not be understood as condemning
those persons who have given their time and
strength to the cause, and received a fair pecuni.

2
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ary compensation for their services, from those
who have been benefited through their exertions
by obtaining informetion with regard to these
things, for we see no reason why a person who is
a medium for spiritual communications should
not need the necessaries of life as much as others ;
neither would we complain -of those who have
been instrumental in promoting truth as writers
upon this subject, who may have derived some
pecuniary benefit from their efforts in this respect,
as it is not to be expected of any one to sacrifice
his health and strength, or even his pecuniary
income, for the purpose of benefiting his fellow-
men, unless he can stand an equal chance of being
benefited in the course that he may take. We are
commanded to love our neighbors as ourselves,
which does not imply that we are to do for them
what we would not be willing to do for ourselves.

Simply to show that our own course has not
"been inconsistent with what we have said above,
we would state that we have in several instances
been more than fifty miles from home for the ex-
press purpose of acting as an impressee, but have
never, under these, or any other circumstances, re-
ceived the least pecuniary compensation for our
time, or to aid in defraying any incidental ex-
penses. "
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We would state in the next place, that thereis
no reason for any one who reads this work to ac-
cuse us of an attempt to make a speculation out
of the affair by our writings, as we present these
things to the public more for their benefit, than
for the sake of any advantage we may derive from
so doing. We are established in a pleasant and
profitable business, which we shall be obliged to
relinquish, for the purpose of serving the public
in this new field of labor; but we do it cheerfully,
for the reason that we are confident that we shall
not, in the end, regret having made an effort to
give our fellow-men a knowledge of the true de-
sign of God in this new and wonderful develop-
ment of his great work of saving souls from the
bondage of sin. .

‘We are now prepared to give some partieculars
with regard to the researches we have made, con-
cerning this subject, with the results attained, and
the conelusions arrived at.

It is, in the first place, necessary to state that
our investigations with respect to these things have
been almost entirely private, as we have in but
a single instance witnessed anything of this na-
ture at any place where the public have been ad-
mitted. 'We were present on ene occasion at the
residence of ene who has taken considerable in
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terest in these things, when a number of persons
were assembled for the purpose of witnessing the
demonstrations from the spirit world, which were
frequent in that family; and we were much inter-
ested in the proceedings, on account of the fact
that our own name was spelled to the company
present, though we were a stranger to t‘le major-
ity of them, including the family above referred
to.

‘We have in no other instance been present at
any place where there could be any chance that
the persons interested had any other object in
view, other than simply to obtain a knowledge of
the truth concerning these things. It has never
been our design to present to the public any
statement respecting what we might see and learn
of these mysterious occurrences ; we have had no
motive in making our investigations, except a de-
sire to satisfy ourself what was the truth concern-
ing the matter. 'We are confident that no person
oould bestow his serious and careful attention to
the subject, without being convinced, as we were
in a short time, that there was something entirely
beyond human control in these things. We are
confident that no one can give these matters pa-
tient investigation, without being convinced that
they proceed from a spiritual sourge.
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But to our subject:—We have in some in-
stances seen the effect of these influences to be
what is usually denominated  spiritual rapping ”
—it being a sound or sounds produced by these
agencies similar to what would be produced by
rapping with the knuckles upon any solid sub-
stance; at other times we have heard various
sounds of a different character—such as those re-
sembling the sawing of boards, the snapping of
the nails in the air, or sounds such as would
be produced by taking a stout needle and catch-
ing the point of it under a thread of a carpet,
and then allowing the thread to snap back again
to its place; at other times we have witnessed
movements in articles of furniture, which were
not produced by any visible cause; with various
other similar demonstrations, which it may not be
worth while to mention. 'We have seen persons
influenced to perform various actions by these
agencies—such as playing upon the piano or vi-
olin—executing pieces of music that they had
never heard of before, and which were, in some
instances, called for mentally by those in their
company—or writing various words or sentences
without any previous knowledge or thought on
their part as to what should be written. These
and various other manifestations have served to
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convince us that there is something in these
things of a supernatural character, even if we had
not ourself been impressed by similar agencies;
but, since we have been under the influence of the
inhabitants of the spirit world, we have been sat-
isfied beyond the possibility of a doubt, that
these things proceeded from the immediate and
direct agency of spirits. 'We are not one who is
easily led away by any new notion, or enticed into
the belief of anything, simply upon the assertion
of another; but we have had evidence sufficient,
in our own individual experience, to convince us,
beyond the shadow of mistake, that these things
are really what they purport to be.

‘We will mention now some of the events in
our own immediate experience which may be in-
teresting to our readers.

In the first place, we would say that we are pre-
pared to furnish incontrovertible proof that every
thing we state is true, while we assure our readers
that our only inducement to make the statement, is
a desire to serve God by so doing.

‘We have at times had power to produce the
“rappings,” so termed, though never as yet in so
perfect a manner as we have heard them through
other mediums ; we have been impressed at vari-
- ous times to execute pieces of music which we
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had never heard before, as well as to play many
with which we were before familiar; we have
written between three and four hundred well filled -
manuscript pages of sound and deep matter, sim-
ilar to what is to be found in this work, in three
consecutive weeks, besides attending to our ordi-
nary business ; we have been able to answer any
question concerning the Bible or the state of souls
in the other world which has been asked us ; we
have talked for a half an hour at a time without
a single exercise of our own mental faculties, any
farther than to listen to and keep in mind the
meaning of sentences spoken by ourself, just as
others did who were listening in order to under-
stand the communications thus made from their
friends in the world of spirits; we have also beem
obliged in one instance to perform an action in
the presence of a room full of company which we
had declined doing on account of our desire to
give the preference to another medium who was
present at the time, and who, being'older beth in
years and in experience in these matters, we pre-
sumed would be more capable than ourself of serv-
ing the spirits in this matter.

‘We might mention many more of the peculiar
and remarkable events which have recently tran.
spired; but the above are sufficient to give an
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idea of thc powers which God has in his infinite
wisdom seen fit to bestow upon us.

‘We shall next proceed to make some statements
with regard to the manner in which these things
are to be accounted for; together with a new and
wonderful revelation of the plans of God, and the
manner in which he operates upon the universe.
‘We shall also show in what manner the various
effects of spiritual influences are to be the means
of conveying to men a knowledge of divine things,
as well as the true and perfect knowledge of man’s
duty as an inhabitant of earth. 'We shall accom-
pany our assertions with the argument necessary
to prove their consistency, and shall wish that
every one who reads this work might examine
and sift each argument carefully, and see if it be
not the true reasoning necessary in order to show
to the minds of men the character of God as seen
in these new manifestations of his wonderful
power. We would also state that these things
are presented precisely as they have been revealed
to us; as we have no pre-conceived prejudices to
pamper, nor any desire to favor the opinions of
any one man or class of men. We further assert
that the statements which are to follow are author-
ized by God himself, and should on this account
be received, not as the assertions of man, but as
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the truth of Deity. Lastly, we would invite the
scrutiny of any candid person, of the matters which
we shall present, to see if they are not all of them
in perfect harmony with a correct version of the
Holy Scriptures; that is to say, with the mean-
ing which God intended should be attached to
them, whether or not they may coincide with the
doctrines of any particular sect.

We therefore are to be the servant of our Heav-
enly Father in this business, and as such we solicit
a serious, a fair, and attentive hearing,—throwing
aside all pre-conceived opinions and doctrinal prej- °
udices, and taking the view of the case from the
high ground of true and perfect impartiality. We
would be received as the messenger of God to men
with glad tidings of great joy which shall be unto
all the people.



e

CHAPTER IV.

WE state, in the first place, that all of these
‘manifestations can be satisfactorily accounted for,
by one who knows the nature of God, the nature
of man, and the manner in which God operates
upon matter and mind. * There are few persons,
however, who perfectly understand either of these
subjects; and a still less number that understand
all of them ;—indeed, we are confident that there
is no one who fully comprehends these things,
unless it be a person inspired of God; and for
this reason we shall explain some matters which
are not generally understood, before we proceed
to show the process by which the spiritual man-
ifestations are brought about.

There is, pervading the universe, an extremely
subtile fluid, which is the medium of communica-
tion between mind and matter. This assertion
is made by authority from God ; but we shall en-
deavor to make it evident that such a fluid is neces-
sary in order that there may exist the present
connection between mind and matter. In the
first place, we see that there is in man’s constitu-
tion an intimate relation existing between his
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mind and his body ; we see that, whenever there
is any injury done to the body, a knowledge of the
fact is immediately communicated to the mind;
we see, too, that whenever the mind wishes the
body to perform any legitimate action, it has only
to will, and that action is performed ;—both of
these facts go to prove an intimate connection
between mind and matter ; indeed, this connec-
tion is so intimate, that many persons have
concluded that mind could not, and did not, exist
independent of matter.

This last opinion is one that we could most
easily prove erroneous, but we do not consider it
worth while to make any effort to show the class
of people who entertain such an idea, their error,
as they would by no means appreciate what is to
follow, if we were to do so.

‘We therefore proceed to state that, there being
this connection between the mind and the body
of man, we have only to show that it exists inde-
pendent of any particular organization of the
material system, in order to convince any
candid mind of the necessity that there should be
such a fluid, in order that there should exist the
present state of things, in reference to this matter.

In the first place, we see that, there being this
connection between mind and matter, and, at the
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same time, knowing, as we do, that both matter
and mind may and do exist independent of each
other, it is evident that there must be some way
by which mind in a bodily frame may communi-
cate with the material substance which encloses
it; that is, by which the mind may know of
the state of the body, in order to meet its wants
and gratify its desires. It is easily seen that,
unless this state of things exist, there would arise
confusion in the operations of the system ; as the
bodily constitution would in many cases have
wishes opposed to those of the mind, through
ignorance of its desires, and so vice versa. It is
further evident that, unless there should be some
.true and perfect arrangement in this respect, the
present harmony of action, through the different
portions of man’s system, could not exist; for the
reason that it is not to be expected that any
animal, totally distinct from a mental organiza-
tion, could possibly act in such a manner as
would be consistent with the principles of mental
organisms. We therefore set it down as granted,
that the mind is cognizant of every action on the
part of the body; that is, of every action out of
the immediate and systematic operation of the
vital organs, which we would set aside in this

argument.
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Now the commonly received opinion is, that
the brain and nervous system form this means of
communication. This idea is correct as far as it
goes; but it does not meet all the exigencies of
the case; that is, there are instances in which
the mind has ideas of pain or irregularity in
parts of the system, when the nervous system
does not convey these ideas. Take, for instance,
the case of an amputated limb;—it is well known
that persons have, in repeated instances, com-
plained of pain in portions of the system whose
connection had been entirely severed from the
body. Now this last mentioned fact goes to
show either one thing or the other—that the
nervous system does not convey ideas in a per-
fect state to the mind, or else that the brain
itself is capable of recognizing, either with or
without the assistance of the nerves, a derange-
ment which may exist in the system; provided
the mind has not the power that we claim for it—
that of communicating with matter without the
intervention of nerves, though we admit, by no
means so perfectly as with that intervention.

We hold that the conclusion that the brain of
itself has power to comprehend ideas, is not a
rational one, for the reason that ne one can sup-
pose that the brain is cognizant of events which
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take place out of the body unless it is informed
of them through the medium of some one or more
of thesenses. We will endeavor to make ourself
more clearly understood, in speaking of the brain’s
acting as a mind independent of the body; we
mean by this, that the brain is in itself an organ-
ization which, if it were to exist out of the body,
would be of no use whatever ; we mean that the
brain and the mind, though most intimately con-
nected, are nevertheless separate and distinct
organisms. We shall then be understood as
asserting that the mind is not the brain, nor the
brain the mind, — but rather that they are dis-
tinct portions of man’s nature, and that therefore
the brain itself, independent of mind, cannot per-
form any action, either of one kind or another,
which would not be strictly of the nature belong-
ing to material substances.

We shall next endeavor to make it evident that
there is still a means of communication between
matter and mind existing, independent of any
nervous system or brain, and that consequently
there may exist this independent means of com-
munication in the human system. To do this we
would state in the first place, that there is a per-
fect system of communication between the Deity
and all matter, whether existing in a strictly

e
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dead state, or in the form of living organisms;
this fact will be acknowledged by all who allow
the existence of a Deity, (and it is to this class of
persons only that we address our argument,) and
it will also be allowed that it is not through the
operation of any brain, or nervous system, that
God operates upon the universe. It is also evi-
dent that the mind of Deity is of a similar char-
acter to that of man, and that consequently
whatever power God might possess over matter,
would also be possessed by creatures made in his
image, in such a degree as might be expected
from minds infinitely less powerful than that of
Deity, but still possessing the qualities of the
Eternal Mind to a certain extent.

‘We shall here be met by the assertion that
God is omnipresent — that he pervades and fills
the universe. We would state in reply, that this
idea of the Deity is incorrect; we think we can
show it to be so, without detracting in the least
from the almighty character of the Ruler of the
universe.

‘We think it will be evident to any person who
is disposed to view the case in the light of candor
and fairness, that there could be no necessity that
God should make his sole employment, that of
regulating the various component parts of his
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own system; as must be the case if he occupies
all space ; —such an arrangement would be op-
posed to the idea that God is perfect, and con-
sequently beyond the need of any controlling or
‘regulating power. We perceive also that God
would not be likely to allow different parts of his
own body — so to speak — to become deranged,
in order that he might delight himself in
restoring them to order, and bringing them back
to their legitimate sphere of action. It would
seem that such an occupation would be very much
beneath the dignity, the majesty of the God of
the universe, in comparison with that of forming
systems of systems of worlds and suns — arrang-
ing, governing, controlling, beautifying, improv-
ing, providing with inhabitants, supplying those
inhabitants with all the necessaries pertaining to
their existence, and exercising the care of a
father over millions and millions of beings who
were else left to perish ; — such an employment
would be truly the work of Deity ; — but how
different from that of merely supplying one’s own
wants, or simply making one’s own self comfort-
able.

It is not to be supposed that the Deity is in
any way connected with matter, in the sense that
the mind of a human being is connected with the
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accompanying brain; but rather that God is an
infinite and independent mind, in no way made
up of, or dependent upon created things, and
consequently in no way directly connected with
matter. These things being true as we assert
them to be, from God himself, it is evident
that there must be some mode of operation, some
method of communication, between the Deity and
material existences ; as, if such were not the case,
the operations of the universe must be beyond
the control of anything of a character such as to
keep its various departments in order ; or at least
must depend upon established laws to govern
their various movements and keep a strict and
perfect regularity in all the endless minutize per-
taining to both the mental and the material king-
doms of God, and consequently beyond the con-
trol of Deity after having once passed from his
hands.

‘We have thus rendered it evident that there is
a necessity that some such fluid as that we have
mentioned should exist; and having established
this point, we would next show that the same
fluid is the direct means by which thesé spiritual
manifestations are brought about. We would
state, in order to do this, that there is in nature a
perfect adaptation of means to the ends which are
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to be produced, and so vice versa. It will next
be necessary to state that there is in nature a
cause for every effect that is produced, and that
of course no effect is the result of any cause op-
erating contrary to the designs of God. These
two statements being true, it is next evident that
the effects which are produced in the case under
our particular consideration would not be with-
out a cause, in the first place, and, in the next
place, that cause must be one operating through
the permission of God; that is to say, it must
be one authorized by Deity.

We are now to make it evident to any unprej-
udiced mind, that no person can be induced to
attempt the solution of the problem presented by
these manifestations, on. any other ground than
that which we have taken. To do this, we would
state that there have been large rewards offered,
both in public and in private, to any person who
would expose the deception connected with these
things, if there were any practised, or for any
rational explanation of them, based upon estab-
lished laws. 'We have, with our small means,
guaranteed a thousand dollars to any individual
who would explain the mystery in a satisfactory
manner, otherwise than upon the principles here
stated ; and this was done before we had ourself
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become aware that we possessed any control over
spiritual agencies. We have further offered smaller
sums to individuels who have pronounced the
affair a humbug, to produce the first effect similar
to those produced by spiritual agencies, without
recourse to such gross and open deception that
we should be able readily to detect it. We have
known of several individuals of sound judgment
and deep penetration, who have examined the
subject faithfiilly, but in not one single instance
have they failed of being convinced, after patient
investigation, that there was something entirely
beyond human control in this matter.

‘We would next proceed to investigate the na-
ture of mind, and see if there is not a chance of
satisfying our readers of the truth of the asser-
tion, that it can and does act independently of any
animal organization. We shall find it necessary,
in order to do this, to make some preliminary
statements concerning the laws of mind, as
known to exist, and deduce our conclusions from
these, as to what it is fair to judge further.

It is known that any one who wishes to pro-
duce any effect upon any part of his system within
the range of natural law, has only to exercise his
will in order to produce that effect. Itis known,
also, that there is in nature a perfect adaptation
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of the effect to be produced to this action of the
will; for instance, if a person wills that his
hand be raised to his head, the action performed
is in perfect coincidence with the will exercised.
It is a well-known fact that any action that is
performed by any animal frame not affected with
disease, aside from those inward operations which
constitute the vital action, is in every instance
the result of an action of the will. We further
state, that there is in the mind an element of
adaptation of the will to the particular state of
the body; for instance, a person who issick or
fatigued will not exercise his will to have any ac-
tion performed by his bodily organs, which will
add to that sickness or fatigue, unless compulsion
is exercised. Then we may deduce the conclu-
sions, first, that no effect which is not the direct
result of the natural action of laws established
and existing from the creation, is produced by
any other agency than mind ; secondly, that every
effect which is not the result of the action of the
Almighty Mind, nor of the mind of any human
being, and still does not proceed from the opera-
tion of any natural law, proceeds from no other
source than that of the only remaining mind in
the universe—that of the angels in heaven.

We have now to prove thet there is no one
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who can possibly be under the influence of spir-
itual agencies, and not be convinced that there is
mind existing independent of that which exists in
the human system. Weshall,in order to do this,
mention some circumstances in our own experi-
ence, of which we are positive we can bring satis-
factory evidence that they are actual facts.

In the first place, we have, in repeated in-
stances, prescribed for diseased persons; and in
every instance in which our directions have been
strictly followed, have we succeeded in effecting
a cure of the disease prescribed for ;—this has
been done in some instances in which the persons
afflicted were miles away from us, and when no
human being had informed us of their illness.
In every case in which we have prescribed, we
have previously stated the location and character
of the disease, without requiring one simple item
of information from which to form our conclu-
sions as to where or what the trouble might be,
or whether there was any at all. We have in
the most satisfactory manner foretold events
that were to take place, and given advice to
others concerning things of which we, as a hu-
man being, had less knowledge than them-
selves ; and in every instance has it proved the
best that could have been given.
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We might go on to mention many other facts,
taken from our own experience and from that of
others with whom we have become acquainted,
which would go to establish our assertion, but we
have already given enough to satisfy any unprej-
udiced mind that we are right in making it. We
shall therefore leave this point, and proceed in
another chapter to speak of the manner in which
the spirits succeed in producing the effects which
have been repeatedly witnessed as the result of
the operation of their wills.



CHAPTER V.

‘WE would state, in the first place, that thereis
in the natural world a cause for every movement
which takes place in any material substance. We
see, also, that there is a complete and perfect ar-
rangement here, as well as in every other depart-
ment of creation, that the effect may be in exact
proportion to the cause, and so wice versa.

These things being so, it is evident that every
effect which is produced, that is not the result of
natural laws, must be the immediate effect of
mind acting upon the matter which is made to
evince any evidence of an operating cause; and
it is also plain that no effect can be produced
which is not the result of the operation of causes
to be found either in the established laws of the
universe as relating to matter, or in the mind of
beings human or divine. We can therefore per-
ceive that the effects which are witnessed as the
result of these mysterious operations, must, as they
cannot be reconciled to any natural law, be the
effect of the action of mind.

As we have rendered it evident that these mys-
‘terious manifestations are not the result of any
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cause but mind, we shall next inquire whether
that mind is contained in the human body. It
will be allowed by all who have witnessed these
demonstrations, that if any persons have control
over these matters, it must be the “mediums,” as
the persons have been called through whom these
things are brought about. Now we shall make
a statement or two which will be sufficient to
show that the “ medium” has no control what-
ever over the effects which may be produced. We
have in many instances known “ mediums” to
ask questions, and receive answers to them differ-
ent from what they wished or anticipated; we
have known them in many cases to perform ac-
tions entirely against their will, as well as those
which they had never thought of performing until
impressed to do so by the spirits.

These statements will be sufficient to satlsfy
any candid inquirer after truth that no human
being has any control over these mysterious opera-
tions. Now as we have shown that no human
being has any control over them, it is of course
evident that they must be the effect either of the
operation of the divine mind directly, or of the
mind of angels, as these have the only mind out
of Deity which is not in the human body. Now
it will be evident that it is not God that causes
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these effects by any direct operation of his will,
as a general thing ; for the reason that persons
who have conversed with these mysterious agencies
have been assured from them that they proceed-
ed from spirits. Now it could not for a moment
be supposed that a being all purity and holiness
could perjure himself by asserting that these were
the effect of some other cause, when they were
really the result of the direct action of his will ;
for this reason it is evident that they must, if pro-
duced by mind, be produced by the mind of
angels.

‘We now proceed to speak of the modus operandi
by which these effects are produced, after it has
been allowed that they are the result of action on
the part of the minds of angels.

In the first place, with regard to the first and
most simple manifestation, commonly designated
“ rapping,” we would say that it is as much a
sound as would be produced in any way by ma-
terial agencies, except that it never assumes the
effect of a heavy mass of matter.

‘We would further state that these sounds are
caused by a process similar to that which would
be necessary to produce any like effect upon
the ear through the action of natural causes; and
also that the effect produced by any sound upon
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the ear is merely that of a vibration in any sub-
stance capable. of conveying any effect to the ear ;
that is, sound is nothing more nor less than the
effect produced upon the ear by the action of ANY
VIBRATORY SUBSTANCE #pon it.

Now we have to show that the mind is capable
of acting upon a vibratory medium, in order to
have established the point that these effects may
be produced by minds in heaven ; that is to say,
by spirits which are not contained in a bodily
frame. To do this, we would simply repeat our
former argument with regard to the manner in
which the Deity acts upon the different portions
of the universe, and it will be seen that through
the medium of the same fluid which is the means of
communication between the Eternal Mind and mat-
ter, similar effects may be produced by angel minds,
on a limited scale; that is, the minds of spirits
might by their action produce a vibration in this fluid
of which we speak, the effect of which upon the ear
would be precisely that of any other vibratory fluid.

We have next to state that all of the effeets
that are produced upon the ear are not the result
of the vibration of this fluid, but many of them
are identical with the sounds produced by the usual
vibratory medium ; as is the case when any move-
ment is made in a material substance by which
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vibrations may be produced in the air, of pre-
_cisely the same nature as are commonly effected.

‘We now proceed to show that there may be
this fluid existing, though its existence may never
have been discovered by philosophers. 'We would
state, in order to do this, that the material world
is made up of matter in every state of density and
rarity; there is a regular gradation through
the whole range of matter, from the most dense
metals down to the most subtile fluids. 'We have
as yet heard, through the discoveries of philoso-
phers, of no fluid more subtile than electricity or
galvanism ; but it will be allowed that, while this
fluid is sufficiently subtile to operate upon the
nerves of either living or dead animals, yet there
is ne immediate connection between this and mind.
There must therefore necessarily exist, some still
more subtile medium of communication between
mind and matter, otherwise there could not exist
the present state of connection between the mind
and body, or between the Deity and the created
universe.

" 'We have next to state that there is existing in
nature, a perfect system of communication between
mind and mind ; that is, one mind has power to
make known its thoughts and wishes to another
without any unpleasant exertion whatever. There
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is an opportunity for mind to communicate with
mind through the medium of the senses, as well
as without the intervention of any means of this
nature, as we shall endeavor to show.

In the first place we would call to mind the
fact that there has been, from time immemorial, a
proverb, of which every person hasacknowledged
the truth, which conveys the idea that a pérson
is oftentimes near when he is the subject of con-
versation, when he may be neither seen nor heard ;
that is, when a person’s contiguity is not appar-
ent to the senses, thereis still something which
conveys to our minds an impression concerning
him, and thus causes us to speak of him.

‘We would next bring in support of our state-
ment, the fact that no one -will attempt to dis-
prove that impressions are often made upon the
mind of persons near their death, that their exis-
tence is shortly to terminate, and that they have,
perhaps, but a few days or hours to live ; it may
be that they are able to state the definite number.
Now, by what means can we account for this fact,
except upon the principle that they are impressed
by some influence external to them, either in
the natural world or in the world of spirits? that
is to say, this impression must be received either
from the mind of Deity, of angels, or of men. It
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could not be from the latter source, for the reason
that no human being can in such cases foretell the
time when another will die; and for this reason
it must be derived from one or other of the two
remaining departments of mind—it matters not
which for our present purpose.

In continuance of this work we shall show in
what manner the other forms of spiritual mani-
festation are brought about. 'We shall afterwards
endeavor to make it evident to every candid mind
that there exists a necessity for a new dispensa-
tion of divine truth, as well as a more satisfac-
tory' explanation than has yet been made of
previous revelations which have been given to
men. We shall also endeavor to make it evident
that the millennium is to be brought about
through the operation of these events and their
attendant influences.



CHAPTER VI.

WEe have stated that there is in nature a
cause for every effect that may be produced, and
that no other effect than a legitimate one could
be the result of the action of any cause whatever.
It is also evident that when we witness such
effects as have been seen as the result of the
action of some cause not perfectly understood, or
not fully accounted for by philosophers, we are
not therefore to conclude that that cause does not
exist, or that the effects are produced without a
cause. In the case of a person influenced to per-
form any action which is both new and strange
to him, — as in the case of one who executes a
piece of music that he never had the least knowl-
edge of till called upon to perform it,—we cannot
think that what is done is without cause, nor can
we think that that cause exists out of mind We
are naturally led, then, to the conclusion that the
action performed is the result of the operation
either of the will of the person influenced, or of
some other will, as mind never has been known
to act in such a rational manner without a will
to cause that action. Now;, in the case under con-
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sideration we have satisfied our readers that it is
not the result of any action of the will on the
part of the person influenced, and it must there-
fore be the result of action in some other will.
‘We have shown that it is not the will of Deity,
for the reason that it has been denied that such
is the case by these very agencies, and it being
the fact that God could not possibly have occa-
sion to purjure himself; therefore it must pro-
ceed from the will of spirits.

But how can this be? How may spirits ope-
rate upon any other mind than their own? We
answer that there is no trouble on this score, as
st 13 possible that a mind not legitimately con-
tained in an animal body may enter the brain of
@ human being, provided the will of that person
be not exercised against this effect. We shall
endeavor ta show that such is the case, before we
proceed to particularize concerning effects pro-
duced in this manner.

To do this, we would state that there is no one
who has been impressed by spirits, who will not
acknowledge that the actions which he performs
while under their influence are entirely indepen-
dent of any action of his own will. This being so,
wehave next to state that it is impossible that
these effects should be produced out of the brain
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of the person impressed, for the reason that no
effect can be produced upon the system, of the
character to which we refer, unless it be through
the medium of the brain.

‘We are now ready to consider the question
whether there is sufficient room in the brain
for more than one mind at the same time.

In the first place, we see that there is in the
brain of a human being an adaptation of each
part to the end it is designed to serve, and that
there is consequently a minute subdivision of the
mass of ganglion, into the different organs neces-
sary to serve every conceivable purpose which the
mind might desire.. This fact makes it evident
that the mind, or at least that portion of it which
acts, must have the power to move about among
the different organs and apply itself to either one
that it may see fit; though, it is true, the same
effect might be produced if the mind occupied
the whole brain. 'We shall show, however, that
it does not.

In the first place it is a well-known fact that
there is in the brain a complete adaptation of each
organ to the purpose which it is designed to serve.
This fact renders it evident that there can be no
portion of it which is not designed to answer
some important use. We would state that in
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case the mind occupied the whole brain, there
would be no necessity for this minute subdi-
vision — for these infinite ramifications and con-
volutions of the different portions which are to
answer each to perform a separate set of pur-
poses; as the mind could at once operate
directly upon the necessary nerves, and produce
any effect that it might think proper.

It certainly cannot be-claimed that any partic-
ular conformation of brain is requisite in order
that mind should be evolved, as in that case there
would exist no necessity for any improvement in
the mind, for the reason that the development of
it would depend entirely upon the growth of the
brain and the particular shape it might take. It
is known, too, that when the mind is exercised on
one set of faculties more than another, that a cer-
tain portion of the brain is developed more than the
rest, precisely in the same manner as any other
portion of the material system is enlarged by fre-
quent use; this fact goes to show that the brain
is, in common with the rest of the animal nature,
a mere mechanical structure, designed to be the
servant of the mind.

The next thing to be considered, is the manner
in which particular effects are produced upon
persons influenced by these agencies, who, by the
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way, should be termed impressees rather than
“ mediums,” as being those impressed; while the
Jluid of which we have spoken is the medium
through which the spirits operate.

In the first place, the mode of effecting any
movements in the animal frame will be readily
understood, after the previous argument that we
have presented; as it is by the same process of
action on the part of the mind of some spirit
which has entered the brain, and thus come in '
immediate contact with the necessary organs in
order to effect any movement of the limbs which
it may desire. It is perhaps necessary to state
here, that in ordinary cases there can be no effect
of thiskind produced by the spirits, if there is a
contrary action of the will of the person whom
they attempt to impress. Upon the principle just
stated may any other impression be produced, of
whatever nature. In the case of a person im-
pressed to write, the same organs are operated
upon, and the same sensation is experienced by
the impressee as would be the. case were any
human mind operating upon an impressee, through
the medium of its own organs of speech and the
organs of hearing in the person addressed.

When any other effect is to be produced, the
new mind in the brain has only to act upon any
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set or sets of organms,in order to produce any
effect that may be desired. In case the new mind
should desire to make the impressee perform any
piece of music, it would impress the organs of
time and tune, at the same time that it caused
the necessary motions in any part of the mechan-
ical frame; which would be precisely the process
by which the legitimate mind would produce.this
effect.

‘We have now to make some statements with
regard to the new mind which has been given us.
In the first place, we have been able, through its
operation, to keep constantly informed respecting
those things concerning which men are always in
doubt; that is to say, we have at no time hes-
itated what course to pursue, in any event that
has transpired since this mind has been given us,
whenever we have appealed to it for direction,
which we have generally done. We have in
many instances allowed this mind to take the
entire charge of our system—in which case we
have conversed through its influence upon topics
of which our legitimate mind was entirely igno-
rant. We have in some instances explained oc-
currences of which wehad no information whatever
previous to being asked to account for them, and
in other instances we have given a satisfactory
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explanation of phenomena in the natural world
which have not been understood heretofore, even
by philosophers. 'We have at times been able to
give the true and spiritual explanation of pas-
sages in the Bible of which we had never before
had the least knowledge, as well as to give the
true meaning of many of the parables of the
early teachers of divine truth. Besides this, we
have in numerous instances been able to give
responses to any individual who might wish to
converse with his friends in the spirit world, and
to convey to the inhabitants of earth any mes-
sage that might be sent to them from the land
of the blessed.

‘We shall next consider some of the evidences
of the truth of our assertions with regard to the
existence of a fluid medium for communication
between mind and matter, and reciprocally be-
tween mind and mind, that we have not yet al-
luded to. The first fact we have to bring, is that
there has been of late a good deal of excitement
upon the subject of a certain peculiarity in the
influence of mind upon mind, which has been
. known under the terms ¢« Animal Magnetism,”
« Pathetism,” ¢ Mesmerism,” and other titles which
all apply to one and the same influence or opera-
tion of mind upon mind. 'We know but little of



OR, THE NEW FAITH. 69

the theories of the various lecturers upon this
subject, whether they may or may not agree with
our assertions, but we would state that the whole
thing is explainable upon the principles that we
have already laid down concerning the peculiari-
ties of the human mind and the manner in which
impressions upon the brain are produced.

Suppose, for instance, a person who has a strong
mind, and one of a peculiar character necessary
for this purpose, should wish to produce any effect
upon the brain of another person, the only thing
necessary is that the person to be impressed should
remain passive, so far as his will is concerned,
and if he is a person capable of receiving these
impressions, all of the effects will be produced
upon his brain that may be willed by the person
operating. In the case of a lecturer operating
upon a number of persons at once, the fluid me-
dium is sent into the brains of those persons sus-
ceptible to this effect, and they are influenced in
proportion to their susceptibility.

'We shall next bring a proof of the correctness
of our position from the world of spirits. It
will be allowed by all that there is no chance for
the inhabitants of heaven to converse through
the medium of such organs of speech and of
hearing as they possessed on earth, and it must



70 A REVELATION FROM HEAVEN ;

therefore be the case, as a matter of necessity,
that there would be some means instituted by
which they could communicate with each other.
Now we would inquire whether the existence of
such a fluid as we have spoken of would not ob-
viate all difficulty occasioned by the absence of
the animal senses, and render it a perfectly natu-
ral thing to communicate by the simple operation
of the will, and in fact the most easy and simple
mode of making known from one to the other
the thoughts of their minds. We would further
ask if there is any other possible way of account-
ing for either of these influences of mind upon
mind. .

Though, from the nature of the case, we could
not establish the points last brought forward,
beyond the possibility of doubt, yet we shall
draw one argument in part from them. It is
this:—If there is such a place as heaven, it
must be in space,-and, being in space, it must
occupy the same portion of it that is in part
occupied by created worlds, otherwise it would
have bounds, which no one has yet supposed
that it did have. In the next place, it is
known that there are in the world of &pirits some
- inhabitants who would be likely to possess a cer-
tain degree of affection for their friends on earth.
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Now, if such be the case, it is hardly to be sup-
posed that they would not visit the earth, perhaps
often, possibly seldom ; but in either case there
would still exist the ground for our argument,
which would show that, if spirits do visit_the
earth, they are not deprived of the privilege of
conversing with each other while there, and con.
sequently this flaid medium for communication
must exist there as well as in other portions of
space occupied by spirits in bliss.

But the reply may possibly be made—Angels
are represented in the Bible as having bodies;
and may not they have also organs of speech
similar to those they possessed on earth? We
answer that, if angels do possess material bodies,
they must be of so very refined and subtile a na-
ture that they would not have recourse to a
substance so dense as air as a medium for com-
munication. They must be subject to the same
laws of attraction as are other material substances,
and would be bound to that planet or sun which
they should venture to approach, so that it would
be impossible for them to leave it unless it were
the case that the matter composing their bodies
was so extremely subtile as not to be influenced to
any great extent by attraction.

‘We cannot dwell upon this subject longer at
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present; but we will give at some future time a
satisfactory revelation concerning these things.

In connection with this subject comes up the
question—Where is hell, if heaven occupies all
space? We shall also make the answer to that
question, as well as many other points which have
heretofore been subjects of difference of opinion,
perfectly clear, and beyond the possibility of dis-
pute, to the mind of any unprejudiced person, on
some future occasion ; but as it is not necessary
in order to carry out our present argument, we
shall omit any further notice of it here.




"CHAPTER VIL

WEe shall now consider the question—what
persons are impressees? Why are not all per-
sons susceptible to spiritual influences? Why do
not all possess the power to produce the effect
witnessed in the presence of those said to be im-
pressed by spirits? Why, if there are at times
about us upon earth the souls of the departed, do
not all realize the fact? Why is it that some are
not more happy in the belief, if they really
think that the spirits of their friends in heaven
are hovering about them ?

We shall find it no difficult task to settle these
points, if our previous argument has been under-
stood, and will be for the time admitted. In the
first place, those persons are impressees who have
the most generating power, with reference to the
fluid of which we have spoken. It will be under-
stood that, on a principle not dissimilar to that by
which some substances generate galvanism or elec-
tricity, do some individuals generate this fluid me-
dium. We may be asked how such persons may be
distinguished from others who may not possess

this power. We answer that as far as outward
4
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appearance is concerned, it would be as difficult
to point out such, as it would be to distinguish a
poet or a painter by any external indications of
his peculiar talent. 'We may be again asked why
it is that some persons possess this power, while
others do not. We will agree to answer this
question when any philosophical reason can be
given why one man is naturally a sculptor, while
another might devote his whole life to this art,
and never become proficient at it,—or why some
excel by nature, as musicians or poets. We
should be likely to reply, in case we were asked
what persons could write poetry—Why, poets, to
be sure; and, just on the same principle, if asked
what persons were susceptible to the influence of
spiritual agencies, we should answer—Impressees.

‘We can, however, make known many circum-
stances upon which the power to control spiritual
agencies depends. In the first place, those per-
sons are impressees who do not in any way
obstruct the generation of the impressible fluid
by their anxiety to obtain this power. But—
some will reply—we do not concern ourselves
about this subject, for we have no knowledge of
these things whatever. We answer—Then you
are as likely to be an impressee as is any one
else; there are hundreds of persons who will
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become sensible that they have the power to re-
ceive impressions from spirits, who have as yet
no idea that such is the case.

In the next place, those persons are most
likely to become impressees who are not in any
way biased in their minds with respect to their
religious views ; for the reason that such persons
are more susceptible to spiritual impressions, on
account of not resisting any influence which may
be exerted upon them through the operation, in
their minds, of any pre-conceived prejudice, which
might have an effect to produce an influence in
opposition to that desired by the spirits.

‘We would be understood in this instance, as in
all others that we may bring forward with refer-
ence to this subject, that there are many excep-
tions; no one rule will apply to all who are
susceptible to spiritual impressions, on the same
principle that no one could give any one rule by
which a poet could be distinguished from his
fellow-men, otherwise than from the very fact
that he was capable of writing poetic composi-
tion. And it is just so with impressees ; there is
no way of deciding upon every case that might
come up, except from the fact that they do in
all instances manifest in one way or another
their susceptibility to the influences exerted by
spirits.
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‘We will, however, continue to mention some
traits of character, and peculiarities of constitu-
tion, which are more common among those
persons who have been heretofore denominated
mediums.

‘We might say, as a general rule, that a poet
should be an educated man, though it by no
means follows that all poets are of this class;
we might say that they were as a general thing
possessed of cultivated minds, though this is not
always the case; we might say that they possessed
-an eppreciation of the beaunties and sublimities of
nature, though this assertion would not be
- justified in all instances; we might, again, say
that poets were of a class that saw things, net in
their true and common usefulness of purpese,
but in the light of ideality:—all these assertions
would be true of poets as a class, though ne aone
of them would apply to every individual. Now,
Just in the same way—that is, subject to the
same exceptions—we will point out seme peculi-
arities of impressees, to. which we. have not
already referred.

We would state, in the next place, that
impressees are of that class of persons who do
net in any way adopt the opinions of others, as
to what spiritual impressions are, but who rether
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judge for themselves about these things, and
make up their minds more from experience than
from theory, what is to be expected as an indica~
tion of the presence of spirits who wish to
communicate with the inhabitants of earth ;
though it will be evident that this remark will
apply only to those who have already discovered
their power of distinguishing ‘the presence of
spirits.

In the next place, those persons are impressees
who are in no way desirous of becoming the
servants of men, in the way of showing their
wonderful power merely to be gazed at as
strange beings, or as those who would be proper
subjects for an insane asylum; that is to say,
they are those who do not wish to make an
exhibition of themselves for the sake of gratifying
mere idle curiosity.

But we shall here be met with the assertion,
from some persons, that all of the impressees that
they have ever heard of have been before the
public, in one way or another, quite frequently.
This is undoubtedly true; but we have reason
to believe that not one impressee in a hundred is
known out of his immediate circle of friends
as such; and, of course, those persons only
who have consented to have their names made
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public, are known to those who have paid no
particular attention to the subject of spiritual
manifestations beyond what they have read in
the newspapers.

‘We have previously said that those persons
are susceptible to spiritual influences who do not
desire to become impressees; that is, who have
no particular anxiety upon the subject, that they
may be blessed with this power; for the reason
that the generation of the impressible fluid is in
no way impeded on this account.

This idea may need some argument to prove
its rationality, to those who have no idea of these
things beyond what they may have obtained from
casual observation, or by reading upon the sub-
ject those imperfect and vague conjectures
which bave been presented to the public by
many who had no definite idea of a spirit or of
the manner in which it operates upon men’s
minds.

We would then repeat the idea previously
suggested, that some persons have the power of
generating this impressible fluid of which we
have so often spoken, and upon the existence of
which depends the whole of this work, so far as
it can lay claim to any rationality of argument,
or philosophical reasoning. We shall find it



OR, THE NEW FAITH. 79

necessary, in order to show that this power is
possessed by some individuals, to assert, in the
first place, what no rational person will deny,
that there are those who can tel] frequently when
there is to be a change in their course of life, by
their feelings; that is, who can tell, by a sort
of presentiment, when any, or at least, we might
say, when an occasional event is to occur, which
is to be of serious importance to them. This
fact will be admitted by any person who really
wishes to obtain the truth by fair and impartial
investigation, though we do not suppose it will
be granted as true by those who are reading
this work for the purpose of overthrowing any
argument that may be presented, which is not
founded upon established axioms. But it is the
former class of persons only that we are anxious
to satisfy, as we have no disposition to argue
merely for the sake of argument, but rather for
the purpose of eliciting truth and exposing error.

Can this peculiarity of the human mind be
accounted for on any other principle, than that
there is existing a means of communication
between the minds of human beings and -the
spirits in another world, by which impressions
may be conveyed to men concerning matters of
serious moment, and by which they may be
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warned of any approaching danger? - We are
not aware that any one has ever explained this
matter in a manner such as to satisfy a rational
inquirer after truth ; but we would ask any can-
did person whether it is not perfectly explain-
able upon this principle.

We assert, in the next place, as an evidence
that some individuals generate this fluid, that
there are persons who do not have any idea of
God or a future state other than that which
nature intended they should have, while, on the
contrary, there are others who are ready to
imbibe every one’s opinions but those that should
be their own; that is, those that were implanted
in their minds by the God of nature. This fact
will also be explainable upon the same principle
—namely, that there is a means existing by
which some persons are able to receive impres-
sions concerning spiritual things directly from
the spirit world, while others can only receive
them in the same manner that they obtain all
other ideas—through some human agency.

‘We next state that some persons are able to
write about the things of heaven with ease and _
facility, while others have no ideas of the eternal
world beyond those which they obtain in the
same manner that they furnish their minds with
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secular knowledge—through oral and written
instruction. This is also accounted for on the
same principle as the preceding peculiarities of
mind:

In the last place, there is reason to suppose
that all who are really the servants of God, are
filled with holy feelings, are blessed with the
love of God the Father, and that they feel this
love in their hearts. Now, if the idea of God’s
omnipresence be incorrect, as taught by those
who have up to this time been the only guides
in these matters, we have shown a necessity that
there should exist a means of communication
between the Deity and man, in addition to that
which is presumed to pervade the universe; that
is to say, there is need that there should be more
facility of communication between the Deity and
man, than between Him and the other works of
his hand. 'We have also rendered it evident
that there should be this means of communication
between God and man, in order that there might
be no discrepancy in religion; that is to say, in
order that there might exist a perfect adapta-
tion of the soul to God’s plans, with respect to
prayer. We mean by this last assertion, that
there exists a necessity that there should be some

way by which man’s heart may feel that it can
4»
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commune with God, and receive impressions in
answer to prayer.

As these last assertions must all depend upon
the correctness of the idea that we have advanced
with regard to the nature of Deity, so far as
omnipresence is concerned, we shall, in con-
cluding this chapter, give some more reasons for
believing that God is not everywhere present in
person, but that he operates upon the universe
through some intervening medium between him
and the various objects of his care.

‘We would say, then, that there is no place in
the Bible in which is asserted the idea that God
pervades the universe with his actual substance,
or direct presence, more properly speaking; on
the contrary, in every portion of sacred writ in
which allusion is made to God, it conveys the
idea that he is situated in some place distinct from
the earth. 'We make this assertion without ever
having read the Bible through to ascertain the

- fact, but from the knowledge that we have that

the Bible is the word of God, and from the cir
cumstance that we receive our idea from the same
source that the Scriptures proceeded from; that
is, through inspiration: and we are confident
that there would exist no necessity in either case,
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that God should convey any idea of his nature
other than the true one.

We are aware that many, indeed, most people,
will say that we claim more than we ought for
ourself, in making the preceding statement; but
we are confident that in the course of a few
months we shall be able to present evidence, in
addition to what is contained in this work, which
will be entirely sufficient to satisfy any unpreju-
diced mind that we assert no more than the truth,
and that circumstances justify us in claiming that
we have aid from on high, in our work of teach-
ing men the truth of God.

We present, as the last proof that we shall
bring forward that God is not omnipresent, the
statement that no one can hope to be any hap-
pier in heaven than on earth, if it be the case,
as must necessarily follow if God is omnipresent,
that he pervades the universe, and is conse-
quently as much upon earth as in Heaven. How
could it be possible that heaven’s joys should be
so much above those of earth, if it were not the
case that the world of spirits differed from that
of mortals in the fact that it was blessed with
the immediate presence of Deity ?

‘We shall proceed in another chapter to give
some more of the peculiarities which distinguish
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impressees ; after which we shall be ready to give
some idea with regard to the manner in which
other manifestations are brought about, than
those we have already explained.



CHAPTER VIII.

TreE next thing that we have to mention with
regard to impressees, is the fact that they are, as
a general rule, persons who have in one way or
another been deprived of some of the blessings of
life. 'We will illustrate our assertion by stating
that the one who pens these lines has never en-
joyed a day of perfect health in his life; he has
been always afflicted with disease, from his earliest
infancy; he has been, on this account, deprived
of very many of the enjoyments of persons in
health ; but he feels that the power that he has
had bestowed upon him to commune with his
Maker is indeed a blessing which amply repays
him for all the suffering he has experienced, or
may be called upon to undergo in his future life.

‘We have next to state that those persons are
impressees who do not in any way obstruct the
generation of the impressible fluid, by desiring to
make any improper use of the power thus be-
stowed upon them; that is to say, those persons
are much the best impressees who do not use the
power to communicate with spirits in an improper
manner.
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The question will here naturally arise whether
God permits this new development of his wonder-
ful power to be put to any improper use, if men

should be disposed to do so. We answer that the

same is true of this as is true of every blessing
that man receives from God; that it may be per-
verted, if there is evil enough in men’s hearts to
choose to put it to any other use than that which
it was designed to serve, namely, that of pro-
moting a knowledge of heavenly and divine
things. )
‘We will endeavor to illustrate this assertion.
A person who can commune with the inhabitants
of the spirit world, should, if he obeys the dic-
tates of a true conscience, make this power ser-
viceable in promoting a knowledge of heavenly
things among his fellow-men ; but if he chooses
to apply it in such a way as to be the instrument
of promoting error, as all may do if their hearts
are evil, there is the same liberty given him that
is given to every other human being,—that of
using the powers with which God has blessed
him in a manner in strict accordance with God’s
design, or of perverting this faculty of his nature
as he may pervert any other. 'We shall find
many to oppose this idea, as being unfair, or in-
consistent with God’s goodness ; but we challenge
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such persons to produce a single instance, not ex-
cepting themselves, of a person who uses all the
powers with which he has been gifted in true
and perfect conformity to the well-known laws of
nature. We contend that no power is given to
man to be abused ; and that he is equally guilty
in abusing any gift of God, whether it be of one
kind or another.

‘We have next to state that there is in nature a
disposition to reward man in a worldly sense, just
in proportion to his merits; for example, to the
most industrious man is given the most of the
natural productions of the earth, in case he turns
his attention to agriculture; to the most idle man
is given the least in this respect, so far as the
regular operation of nature’s laws is concerned.
It is also true that those persons who are most
healthy have the least to expect in the way of
special divine favors; that is to say, the afflicted are
more the objects of God’s special care than are
those who are capable of taking more care of
themselves, for the reason that such persons as
are afflicted need more care from on high, than do
those who are in the enjoyment of perfect health.
This fact will account for the statement which we
previously made, that a person who is afflicted
with disease, or deprived of any of the ordinary
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blessings of life, is oftentimes a good impressee.
It will be seen that by an arrangement of an all-
wise and beneficent God, persons who are afflicted
may generate this fluid of which we have spoken,
in greater quantities than is usual, in order that
there may be more facility for communication with
God and the spirit world.

It is this fact just mentioned that shows why
persons are more susceptible to religious influences
when afflicted, than when blessed with robust
health. It is on this principle, also, that death-
bed conversions are accounted for, there being a
copious effusion of the impressible fluid just pre-
vious to death.

We will discontinue for a short time our as-
sertions concerning impressees and their peculi-
arities, and proceed to give some farther particu-
lars respecting the manner in which some of the
other spiritual manifestations are produced.

It is often asked by those who know nothing
of the nature of spirits, How can they produce
motion in any article of furniture or other mate-
rial substance? How can they lift a table from
the floor, or cause it to move across the room ?
How do they operate in order to move these
things? Have they hands with which they take
hold of them, in the same manner as that in
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which human beings would produce a similar
effect? Do they have a body, then, like the
human body?! Do they resemble the inhabitants
of earth in a general point of view? Are they
aware of the existence of the affections that they
possessed on earth? These and many other
questions come up in the mind, and we are
anxious that our doubts should be made to disap-
pear and give place to certainty.

Can there be any probability that we shall ever
knew the truth with regard to these things before
we enter the heavenly world to know by experi-
ence! We answer that all uncertainty with
regard to such matters will soon be at an end;
we have ourself no more doubt concerning them
than we have of the existence of the soul after
death ; we are just as well satisfied in our own
mind of the state of the soul in the heavenly
world, and concerning its peculiarities, as if
we had actually been there to see for ourself.
‘We shall soon give the public our idea of the
heavenly world and its inhabitants; but, as it is
foreign to our present purpose, we shall present
it in a separate volume, which we have already
partly written, and which will be published in a
few weeks after the issue of this book from the
press,
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‘We will in this connection make one statement
with regard to the manner in which we are to
obtain a knowledge of the world of spirits which
we may not be able to obtain by the present
power that we possess. We have the promise
that our spirit shall be able to leave the body
and visit the world of the departed, and then
return again to earth and its former state. We
are aware that this is an assertion which will at
once strike the majority of readers with the
impression, — whether they had before enter-
tained such an opinion or not,—that the author
of this work is crazy: let time decide.

We have satisfied ourself, beyond the possi-
bility of a doubt, that there is a true and just
cause in nature for every event which may trans-
pire, and that therefore these impressions upon
our mind proceed from a source which must be
one intended to produce this effect by the Al-
mighty, as a true and natural result of fixed
principles acting in perfect accordance with God’s
design, whether those principles be such as
have been heretofore understood by men or not.
‘We are satisfied, also, that it is through no hu-
man instrumentality out of our own mind that
these things are communicated to us, let that
human influence be in the form or under the
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name of magnetism, pathetism, biology, or what-
ever other term may be used to explain events
which are not fully understood by men; for we
are positively sure that there is not an individual
upon the earth who knows, at this moment of
writing, what is contained in the preceding pages
—not even the most intimate friend we have in
existence.

‘We are now ready to proceed to the inquiry—
How can movements be produced in material
substances, through the agency of spirits ? It is
through the operation of another property of this
fluid to which we have so often referred, and to
which we now propose to give the name of Med:-
am, as being the medium of spiritual communi-
cation, and for the reason that it shows what we
mean by the impressible fluid which pervades the
universe, and which is also generated by human
beings, the most plainly of any term which could
be applied to it, though at the same time we
might find a name that would sound perhaps
more scientific, while it did not convey our idea
with any more certainty.

This mediam has the property, like all other
extremely rare and ethereal fluids, of expansion
and contraction, as have some other of the heav-
enly existences of which we shall at some future
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time write. Through the operation of this prin-
ciple of elasticity, it produces the effects referred
to; that is, it can produce a movement in ma-
terial bodies. The will of a spirit has power
over this mediam, to compress it into an infinite-
ly smaller space than it naturally qccupies; and
the fluid possesses inherent power, like all other
elastic fluids, to resume its former state as soon
a8 all restraint is removed. It will therefore be
easily understood that the spirits might, when
they wished, for instance, to raise a table, cause
a great quantity of this fluid to be condensed
beneath it, and then allow it to expand suddenly
n such a manner as to produce the desired effect.
Similar effeets may be produced through a mod-
ification of this power, which would account for
various other manifestations which have hereto-
fore been unaccountable.




CHAPTER IX.

‘WE have, in a previous portion of this work,
explained in part the manner in which impres-
sions are produced upon the mind of such per-
sons as are susceptible to spiritual influences,
and we are now to continue our remarks upon this
subject. We have stated that the mind acts upon
the brain through the mediam, and that this
same fluid exists exterior to the brain as well as
within the cranium; that is, that it pervades all
space, as the medium of communication between
mind and mind, or between mind and matter.

‘We have next to show that there are many
other phenomena which have yet to be account-
ed for, that admit of explanation upon the same
principles as those we have advanced concerning
the relations existing between different existences
in the mental and material universe.

We take the very common, but hitherto un-
accountable occurrence in animal economy—
sleep. Why is it, that for ages since the
existence of man commenced, no one has ex-
plained in a satisfactory manner what causes
this temporary loss, on the part of animals,
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including human beings, of the control of their
faculties? Why is it that no one has yet been
able to explain the peculiar action of the mind
in dreams? Why has no one been able to
satisfy the world what was the cause of - that
common but very remarkable phenomenon called
Somnambulism ?

‘We shall be able to explain the cause of each
of these peculiar states of the mind, and also to
show what is the origin of many other peculiar-
ities which have been witnessed as the result of
the action of some principle in the human mind
or economy which has not yet been made the -
subject of settled and fixed rules in science.

In the first place, we proceed to show how the
common effect of sleep is produced. There is in
the mind a peculiar property, by which it has
power to withdraw from its connection with the
brain, in such a manner that the body is wholly
unconscious of its existence. 'We shall need no
argument to show that such is the case, as it is
a most familiar and common event in the expe-
rience of every individual

But what is the state of the mind during
sleep? How can it be withdrawn from its con-
nection with the body, in such a manner as that
the faculties are entirely beyond the control of



OR, THE NEW FAITH. 95

the individual slumbering? We answer that this
is a subject which, with all its bearings, connect-
ed as it is with those mysterious and heretofore
unsolved problems suggested to the mind by
dreams, somnambulism, and like phenomena,
will require a lengthy and perhaps obscure course
of reasoning to explain; but, nevertheless, the
attempt shall be made.

We intend to make ourself understood as
clearly as the nature of the case will admit, but
we must solicit a most attentive perusal of what
is to follow, from all who would know the truth
concerning these things. '

We present, as the first ground for our argu-
ment, the statement that all persons require
sleep; this will be at once admitted by all. In
the next place it is refreshing to the bodily
powers. In the next place, it is in some cases
more perfect in the same individual, than it is in
others; that is, the same individual sleeps more
soundly at some times and under certain circum-
stances, than he does at other times and under
different circumstances.

‘We are then prepared to show that the mind
is in some manner simply withdrawn from its
immediate connection with the brain; otherwise
it would be affected similarly in all cases; that
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is, if the mind were absolutely withdrawn from
the body, through the influence or action of any
external cause, the body would in all cases be
left in precisely the same state, so far as its con-
nection with or dependence upon the mind was
concerned ; and there could not exist the present
sympathy between the mind and body, which will
not allow of sleep when either is fatigued; but
there must be a perfect agreement, as it were,
between them, in order that there should be the
most profound slumber—which means, of course,
the most perfect state of unconsciousness, on the
part of the body, of the existence of the mind.

‘We shall next state that there is in the mind
no absolute command over the principle which
would require it to withdraw its control over the
animal faculties, and take a state of unconscious-
ness. This fact will also be admitted without
hesitation. 'We have then to show that sleep is
the result of spiritual influences, in order to ren-
der it perfectly clear to any mind, that there
is no farther room for speculation concerning
these things; but that they are the direct effect
of causes not heretofore understood.

To show that there is something of a spirit-
ual character, or at least of a supernatural char-
acter, (which, we would remark, is a synonymous
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expression,) we would refer to the writings of
Aristotle, Lucretius, Democritus and others, of
ancient times; as well as to those of the more
modern authors—Locke, Newton, Hartley, Bax-
ter, Beattie and Stewart; and the more recent
writers—Abercrombie, Macnish, and others* to
whom we might refer, in support of the assertion
that there is something supernatural connected
with dreams; and of course, we would add, with
the state which produces or allows of their exis-
tence, or, rather, of their transpiration.

The Bible furnishes the most satisfactory
evidence that there is a facility for spiritual com-
munication with men in the form of dreams
which does not exist in the waking state of the
mind. It would certainly appear to any un-
prejudiced mind, that there might be & resistance
of the impression to be conveyed by spiritual

# Though the writers above cited do not in all instances refer
the effects produced to supernatural influences, but account for many
of them upon natural principles, yet they allow that there is some-
thing in these things beyond man’s present knowledge of the
animal economy. This being the case, we have classed in the
above list those perhaps who might not be considered by every one
as supporting our theory; that is, who do not say in words, that
they consider dreams to be the effect of supernatural causes. But
as long as they admit that the phenomenon is not explainable upon
any principles now understood by men, it is sufficient to justify us
in mentioning the fact in support of our argument.

5
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influences, were the person at liberty to exercise
his will; and that for this reason God chose the
time of sleep as best adapted to convey ideas in a
state perfectly in accordance with his design;
that is, of precisely the character he would have
the person operated upon entertain, without any
chance of their being modified by the wishes or
prejudices of that person.
It may be said that God has power in any
state of the mind to produce the precise effect he
may wish. That is true, but it does not follow as °
a matter of course that he would in all cases
,\/ exercise that power; indeed, it is expressly stated
in some instances that he commissioned an angel
with power to convey the message, and of course
that angel would take the most favorable mode of
conveying it to the human mind.
The case of Joseph (Matt. i, 20,) is one which
goes to establish every fact we have stated.
X Other instances are abundant. in the Scriptures,
and might be cited as sustaining our position.
‘We have then, the works of the writers above
named, and the evidence of Holy Writ, togeth-
\ er with the experience of many of our readers,
5( which may be brought to prove that dreams are
of a spiritual character; that is to say, they are
the result of spiritual influence.
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‘We would state, as the next step in our argu-
ment, that dreams are not only supernatural in
their origin, but that they are of "a character pe-
culiar to the individual. This fact will be ad-
mitted, too, by all; that is, the fact that all
persons are not similarly affected in this respect—
that all do not dream alike, or, we may say, in
like quantities, or under like circumstances.

This fact enables us to add one more link to
the main chain of our discourse; namely, that
those persons are most likely to be good impres-
sees, whose dreams are of the most pure and
exalted character. .

But, to resume the subject more immediately
under contemplation, we would next remark that
those persons who dream most, are, generally
speaking, of a class who do not entertain the
popular view of things, spiritual and divine; that
is, who are denominated superstitious by those
who are not acquainted with any influence con-
tained in dreams concerning their course of life,
or having any connection with it.

We would next remark, that those persons
who dream what they consider pleasant dreams,
are the ones, as a general thing, who are most
superstitious (for there is no other word in use
that will convey our idea,) in their characters.
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This fact is stated by us without having- ever
made one single inquiry concerning these things,
but is given us throughthe power we have to
communicate with the immediate influence which
produces dreams; that is, with spirits. Yet we
invite, and not only that, but we defy any person
to show the statement to be without ample foun-
dation.

These statements will be sufficient to show that
there is something in dreams of an extraordinary
character, to say the least; but we have yet to
present the evidence necessary to show that they
are of a purely spiritual nature. 'We do not by
this last expression wish to be understood as
asserting that dreams are in all cases the result
of any action on the part of spirits, with the defi-
nite design, on their part, of producing the
precise dream which passes through a person’s
mind. So far from this, we would distinctly assert
that they are not, in one instance out of perhaps
a thousand, the result of a premeditated plan,
on the part of the spirit producing the influence,
so far as the subject of the dream or its substance
is concerned.

‘We may here take a step in conjunction with
our main subject, by asserting that some dreams
are the direct result of spiritual influence in every
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respect, not only in their subject, but in all their
details. This assertion we shall not just now “at
tempt to prove, but its truth will be rendered
evident in the course of our argument. The
bearing that this fact has upon our main subject
is this:—that those persons are invariably im-
pressees, whether they may be aware of the fact
or not, who have dreams which they are satisfied
beyond a doubt are purely spiritual in their
nature; that is, of a character such as to convince
them beyond question, that they have a super-
natural meaning. This is one of the few peculi-
arities that invariably characterize impressees.
We have next to present the statement that
persons who dream often are more or less spir-
itual in their minds—are more or less super-
stitious in their belief with respect to signs,
forewarnings, and the like. Those persons who
very seldom dream, or who are not in the habit
of attaching any importance to the dreams of
others, are not, as a general rule, willing to admit
the truth of any statement concerning a spiritual
existence, or a Deity, or, indeed, with regard to
anything beyond their own individual experience;
which fact goes to prove our points in both argu-
ments—namely, that those persons whose dreams
are spiritual are the best impressees, and that
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dreams are spiritual in their character; for the
reason that the most susceptible persons, in a
spiritual sense, are the most likely to dream, as
well as most liable, as a matter of course, to be
influenced in other ways by spirits.

‘We have next to state that those persons who
dream in the early part of the night, as a general
thing, are not of the same character of mind as
are those who dream most in the more advanced
state of their sleep ; that is to say, nearer morning,
when we speak of dreams that take place in the
natural and legitimate time of sleep.

Any person may satisfy himself of the truth of
this statement by investigating the matter; such
an individual will find a certain class of persons
to be included in the former number, who may
be distinguished from the latter class, from the
fact that they are, as a general rule, more suscep-
tible to spiritual influences, and at the same time
capable of receiving other spiritual impressions.

It will be seen that we have pointed out, in
the preceding, another peculiarity of impressees,
—the fact that. they are more likely to dream
in the forepart of the night, as a general thing,
than other persons.

‘We shall, in a future publication, make known
the philosophy of dreams; but as it is unneces-



OR, THE NEW FAITH. 103

sary for us to pursue the subject further, in order
to advance our main argument, we shall omit
further remarks respecting these phenomena in
this work, and take up the subject of sleep in its
more direct sense.

‘We have introduced the subject of dreams, in
precedence to that of sleep considered in its sim-
ple and usual sense, for the reason that we
could present stronger testimony in support of
out theory, as respects dreams, than we should
be able to bring in support of, the argument that
we are now to present.

It will be admitted by every fair and impartial
person, that we have brought in support of our
assertion with regard to the spiritual nature of
dreams, abundant evidence to prove that there is
something in them yet to be accounted for, and
for this reason, as likely to be one thing as another,
provided a rational solution of the mystery be
presented; and upon the fact that such is the
true state of the case, we would base the inquiry
whether there is not reason to suppose that there
is something, to say the least, beyond what has
been yet explained in sleep ; that the mind should
exhibit phenomena while in that state, admitted
to be supernatural in their character by many of
the strongest minds that have ever existed upon
earth.
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‘We shall next present the statement that man
is so constituted, in a physical sense, that he
requires sleep, and that by some mysterious and
hitherto unaccountable influence, his powers, )
which had become perhaps very tardy or imper-
fect in their action, are restored to their usual
vigor and perfection. Now is it to be supposed
that it is simply rest that has this effect?. We
think that no person who has given thought to
the subject would for a moment claim that this
could be the truth; as, if it were, it would follow
that simple repose, without sleep, would in some
measure have a similar effect. It is easy to per-
ceive that any one who does not sleep for a long
time could in no sense restore his powers to their
legitimate action by simple rest unaccompanied by
sleep.

‘We shall next endeavor to show how this ren-
ovating effect is produced upon the bodily and
mental faculties by perfett and natural slumber.
To do this, it will be necessary to make some
preliminary statements concerning the laws of
mind, as understood by every enlightened person
at the present day.

In the first place, it is universally acknowl-
edged that fatigue must of necessity arise from
prolonged mental exertion, or from continued
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application of the mind without relaxation of
some nature; at the same time, it is known that
sleep has the power to restore the mind to its
usual vigor and strength in all respects. It will
also be admitted that nothing but sleep,—without
‘a special intervention of divine power,—could
possibly produce this effect.

In the next place, we would state that there is
a peculiarity in mind by which it is enabled to
act in sleep to a certain extent, in such a manner
as to keep a proper protecting care over the body,
as well as to control many of its movements,
though there is no conscious exercise of the will
under these circumstances. The truth of this
assertion will also be sufficiently evident to need
no argument in the way of proof.

Now if sleep is an independent, or, rather, un-
controllable condition of the mental faculties,
which requires them to rest in order to be re-
stored; how can it be the case that such a reno-
vating effect should be produced, when the mind
has constantly to be in readiness, or, we might
say, on the watch to protect the body from danger,
or to answer any of its more pressing wants ?
How can there be a sufficient degree of ease,—if
ease is all that is required to restore it to its
original state,—if there is no influence exerted

be
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beyond the simple effect of repose to produce this
result ?

‘We have next to state that there are good and
sufficient reasons why some persons require more
sleep than others, and why some persons are able
without any particular effort to rise early in the
morning, while others find much difficulty in
arousing themselves. It is plainly to be seen
that there is no reason why there should be a
general rule applicable to all persons, with re-
gard to the number of hours they should spend
in sleep, any more than for the quantity of
food or clothing which should be used to meet
their necessities. It is known that people
differ in these two latter respects; and why
may they not differ as much in the quantity of
sleep required to renovate their systems ? ‘

This fact has the following bearing upon our
subject :—If some persons require more sleep
than others, then, as a matter of course, some are
mote influenced by it than others in respect to its
effect upon their faculties. How often has it
been remarked, for instance, by the mathematician,
that sleep had done for him what he could not
have done without it ; that is, how often is it the
case that a person who has been at work for
hours in attempting to solve a difficult problem,
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is able at once, and without study, to arrive at
his conclusion after a good night's sleep. It
cannot be claimed with any degree of consistency
that simple rest, or a simple relaxation of the

. powers of calculation, could have produced this

effect. .

We would next remark that, if sleep has the
effect to produce a renovation of the mental
powers in some individuals, there is yet a very
decided difference in this respect. Some are
much more keen of perception, with regard to
any subject, in the morning, than they are
towards night; while others do not vary much,
if any, through the day, in the activity of their
mental powers. These things can be accounted
for in a rational manner, by supposing  that
sleep has a different effect upon different persons.

The last assertion we have to make respecting
sleep in its ordinary sense, is, that men differ in
the state of abstractedness, or, rather, in the de-
gree of soundness, to use a more common expres-
sion, with which they sleep, as well as in the
amount of exertion necessary, either on the part
of themselves or others, to awaken them. This
fact can only be accounted for by supposing that
different persons are differently affected by slum-
ber.
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‘We are now to take up for contemplation a
different branch of the subject, and speak of that
phenomenon witnessed occasionally during the
sleep of some persons, which has been termed
somnambulism, though it has a meaning, and is
understood by people in general to imply some-
thing beyond the simple and literal definition of
the word ; that is, walking in the sleep. It in-
cludes many other peculiarities belonging to this
state of the mind, different, in all respects, from
the ordinary condition of the mental faculties
- when performing similar actions in a wakeful
state. : :

‘We could quote from some of the highest
authorities to support us in the assertion that this
phenomenon has something of a supernatural
character connected with it. Instances are given
by writers of great celebrity in which persons
have been able to converse, during this peculiar
state of the system, in languages with which, in
their wakeful state, they were not familiar; many
other remarkable facts may be readily obtained
by any person who will examine into this subject,
which go to prove that there is something in this
condition of the mind which remains yet to be
explained. 'We would refer any of our readers
who may wish to investigate these things, to the
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work of Abercrombie upon this subject, in which
they will find reference to many other distin-
guished writers, who have shown that there is
something in somnambulism which has not been
accounted for in science.

We would, however, without bringing any
further proof that there is something supernatural
in this peculiar form of sleep, go on to state that
there is a good and sufficient cause for this phe-
homenon in the fact that spirits have an influence
over the mind in sleep, that they do not possess
in ‘the waking state of the mental faculities.
This assertion, it is true, needs proof; but we
are willing to venture it, in spite of all danger to
be apprehended from the ridicule of many, the
contempt of others, and the pity of many kind
hearts, for one who is so infatuated in his belief
that he cannot see things in their true light.
‘We would ask whether any other solution of
the problem can be given, which shall meet all
its points as does the one here presented.

As we have no object in view, in the present
work, any further than that of proving with a
fair amount of evidence, the influence which
spirits possess over the human mind, we shall.
now leave the subject of sleep, with the promise
to give the public a full and explicit explanation



110 A REVELATION FROM HEAVEN.

of everything connected with it, as soon as we can
bring our mind to bear upon it, with the thousand
other revelations which we have yet to make to
men. '

‘We may here remark that those persons are
likely to become impressees who have at any
time been the subjects of the influence which
produces somnambulism.



CHAPTER X.

THE subject of which we are next to speak is
the one, of all others, to which we attach impor-
tance, and of which we speak with much feeling,
as being the greatest and purest form of spirit-
ual operation which has been witnessed since the
time of the inspiration of the Apostles. It is as
follows.

A man who would be informed with respect to
his duty as a servant of God, is necessarily open
to spiritual influence, for the reason that no
one will think of disputing, that all who do the
will of Deity, do it through the influence of
the Holy Spirit, whatever may be the nature of
that Spirit. '

Now we intend to show what persons would
be most susceptible to spiritual influences as
impressees, at the same time that we explain
what is to be understood by the operation of the
Holy Spirit upon the heart.

It is not to be supposed, if the mode of com-
munication between God and man is such as we
have asserted it to be in a previous portion of
this work, that any one can be impressed with
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the light of heavenly wisdom, unless it be true
that God can and does exercise his will that they
should know and do their duty; that is to say,
it cannot be the case that men are at liberty to
reach up, as it were, and take of the things of -
God without his knowledge or consent; neither
is it to be supposed that God remains passive in
such a case. It is fair to conclude that, when men
are given the light of true knowledge concerning
things spiritual and divine, it must be by permis-
sion of God, if not through a special act of his will.

We will illustrate our assertion. If God
dwells in heaven,—makes that his sole abode, as
we assert to be the case,—it cannot be concluded
otherwise than that he pours the influence into
men’s hearts which produces there a love for him.
It is not a rational supposition, that a man who
does not love God can change his affections in
this respect, without the intervention, or rather
operation of some external influence upon his
heart. It is not fair to conclude that the new
birth,* as spoken of by Christians at the present

* We feel obliged to mention here, that the idea of a new birth,
as entertained by the most of people at present, is at variance with
a true version of those passages in the Bible which speak of such
an event in man’s existence. We cannot deviate from our main
discourse to explain this or other things foreign to our subject, but
shall leave it for a future opportunity to make known the truth re-
specting them.
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day, can be the result of anything short of God's
special .interference, or rather influence in each
instance. :

But how does God operate upon the heart ?
Through what medium does he effect this change ?
‘We will explain these things in as clear and
complete a manner as is possible, and thereby
make another movement in our main argument.

‘We have mentioned the mediam as the sole in-
tervening and connecting link between mind and
mind ; it is therefore evident at once that it must
be through its intervention and action in the ca-
pacity of a servant of Deity, that these effects are
produced upon the heart. We would be under-
stood to mean by the word ¢ heart,” the mind,
with its affections, its hopes, desires, and qualities
of spiritual character, as we use the term when we
speak of « giving the heart to God,” or of « be-
stowing the choicest affections of the heart upon
his holy service.”

A spiritual change in the heart is effected as
follows :—If there is to be any serious and
weighty impression produced upon the mind of
any individual, God commissions one of the
higher angels to come to earth and operate upon
that person’s mind, to effect the desired change in
any respect ; and if that person encourages such
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an influence by prayer to God for the true light of
heavenly wisdom, the result is a conviction in
his mind that he must do this or that, to render
himself acceptable in the sight of Deity.

Here is opened another very wide field; but
we can only produce sufficient matter upon this
point to serve our present purpose, and leave the
rest, as we have done in repeated instances before,
to be discussed in .our future works. Such a
course is the only one we can possibly take at
present; but when the public mind shall be
sufficiently interested in the subject to read more
voluminous productions, we shall be ready to
present them.

‘We have now to state that those persons are
the best impressees who are most easily satisfied
upon any point relating to the true character of
God, while it is very difficult for them to:- imbibe
any notions opposea to the truth. For this
reason it is evident that those sectarian believers
who have made error, as it were, a part of their
very nature, are seldom impressees.

We have here struck a vein that should be
treated very carefully; we are aware of this fact.
‘We know that people who entertain false notions
of the attributes of God are the very ones to cry
out in derision against those who differ from them
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in opinion. Is that a harsh expression? It is
nevertheless true; and that it is, almost any
sincere and ardent lover of truth will admit,
whether he be Christian or infidel, believer or
unbeliever. We know, however, that there will
be many kind hearts ready, in their abundance of
Christian charity, to decide us or any other
person who may advance any new idea opposed
to their notions, to be a—what? An imposter?
a fool? a knave?! No! we for one have, through
the blessing of God, been able to avoid giving to
those who may differ from us in opinion, any
grounds for applying those terms to us; but we
predict the decision of our Christian acquain-
tances to be,—He is a monomaniac. We are
therefore taken entirely at a disadvantage. It is
decidedly unfair thus to condemn us, and at the
same time strike a death-blow at our only chance
of saving ourself from utter rejection from the list
of faithful followers of God, by deciding us to be
crazy upon the only subject wherein we differ
from our good friends.

‘We humbly, earnestly entreat our opponents,
in whatever rank they may be found as regards
their religious belief, to apply to us any epithet
but that. Allow us a fair hearing in our de-
fence; do not thus unfairly condemn us and take
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away, as it were, at the same time, our tongue to
speak in our own behalf.

Such assertions, however, will have but little
weight with those who are disposed to look
at these things with an impartial eye; and it is
such people only whom we expect to benefit
by our labors in the great and glorious cause
of truth as it is in heaven.

Having said upon this point all that we deem
necessary, we pass to a consideration of the effect
produced upon the heart by the spiritual influ-
ence known by its results as indicated in a
change of heart in a religious sense. It consists
in the effect of spiritual contact in such a way as
to leave the impression upon the heart of such a
character as may be adapted to its desires. It is
an answer to the prayer of faith, sent from God
to his humble and contrite followers upon earth,
and is in truth the blessed work of redemption
upon the heart. It is, as we have before asserted,
not the work of God directly, but the result of
his will acting through the agency of his heaven-
ly servants, the angels.

Now we will sustain one of our arguments by
the other. If it is true that God does thus
operate upon the heart,—and no one will assert
that we have left any effect of this character
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unaccounted for in our theory,—there must, as a
matter of course, exist the means of communica-
tion which we have claimed, between spirits and
men. If it is true, too, that spirits can operate
upon the human mind, is it not rational to con-
clude that this power was not given them in
vain, and that it will therefore be exercised for
man’s benefit? and if so, how could it be exer-
cised to promote his happiness more than in the
manner we have stated ?

In view of this subject we have one more point
to contemplate. It is this:—If man is to be
a servant of God upon earth,—and it is true, as
predicted in the Bible, that he is one day to
become perfect as an inhabitant of earth,—it
must follow that there will be nothing to hinder
a free and complete communication between the
occupants of earth and those of heaven; other-
wise there would be a something still wanting in
man’s knowledge, as he could not be a perfect
servant of God and still be ignorant of his great
designs concerning our destiny in another world.
Such an idea would involve an absurdity; for
how could man be ignorant and still act as if he
were wise, while he was yet free to exercise his
will independent of that of God ?

‘We shall presently proceed to the contemplation
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of the results to be attained through the perfect op-
eration of spiritual influences upon men. The idea
will have occurred to some minds, however,—
Why is it there is now imperfection in this ar-
rangement? Weanswer that Question, therefore,
before taking up our final argument in this work.

There is in every department of man’s organi-
zation an imperfect action, on account of his fall
from the original state of perfection in which he
was placed.

Here we shall be asked, Why did God permit

man to descend from his pristine state? Why
did he not allow him, at least, as he might have
done, to become perfect in each new generation ;
that is, perfect at his birth, in each instance?
These questions, too, shall be satisfactorily an-
swered ; but we set them aside at present, as not
directly connected with the main subject of this
work. .
We continue then to say that there being this
imperfection in man’s constitution, as at present
formed, there cannot be that complete action of the
organs necessary to produce a perfect state of
communication between the inhabitants of heaven
and those of earth. _

Once more, we shall be met by the assertion—
If there is this imperfection existing in all in-
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stances, of course you are imperfect with the rest,
- and cannot claim eredence for the assertion you
have made that you are giving men the light of
divine truth.

This objection is most easily removed from the
mind of any one who will admit the Bible to be
the work of inspiration. Of course, the Bible
was written to convey to men information upon
subjects of which they were before ignorant ; and
at the same time to convey to them a knowledge
of the truth. Now was it the case that the in-
spired authors of the Scriptures were blessed with
a perfect and complete development of the
powers necessary in order to qualify them for the
sacred task? Thenis it not still possible that per-
sons should exist having this peculiar develop-
ment of their spiritual nature? Again, was it the

‘case that God fitted them especially for this
work ! Is God’s nature so changed that he
cannot now fit men for a similar purpose? or is
he so different in his character that he will not
bless men with truth now, as he did of old ?

We are aware that many will make the reply
that the Bible contains everything necessary to
qualify man for the service of God in heaven.
It is true, as we admit, it does contain a full and
perfect revelation of God’s plans, and of the duties
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which man should perform to render himself ac-
ceptable in the sight of the Most High; but -who
will pretend to assert that man understands and
does his duty? Who can look with an impartial
eye upon the various sectarian divisions, even
among that class of people who have the very
best opportunities to inform themselves with
respect to the contents of the Bible, and not ac-
knowledge that man is either incapable of under-
standing it, or wilfully disobedient with respect
to its commands ?

It is evident to any candid looker-on in Zion,
that there is a want of harmony among the pro-
fessed followers of God upon earth, which must
materially retard the progress of the great work
of redemption. It is also equally plain to any
unprejudiced mind, that no one who really wishes
to understand the Bible, can read it in its present
form without meeting passages which he cannot,
with the utmost study, learn the meaning of.

Now is it to be supposed that God would
withhold the light of truth from men when they
were prepared to receive it? Is he not the same,
yesterday, to-day, and forever? and will he not
bless men to-day, as he vouchsafed to do yesterday?
Will he not give men a knowledge of things
spiritual and divine as fast as they are prepared
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to profit by it? And lastly, will he not give it
to them in a form best adapted to their wants ?
Will he, in his infinite mercy and wisdom,
choose one of his children upon earth to per-
form the work of teaching men in divine things,
and not furnish him with the necessary knowl-
edge to qualify him for the task?

We are aware that God has in all instances
accompanied his dispensations of truth with the
evidence necessary to convince men of their
divine origin. 'We have—with boldness so far
" 88 men are concerned—with the deepest humility
and gratitude in the sight of God—to assert that
our revelations will be accompanied by the same
influences from on high as have been all other
inspired writings. '

We are now prepared to take up the subjeet
of man’s destiny as an inhabitant of earth.



CHAPTER X1

'WE state, as the first ground for our final ar-
gument, that there is to be a millennium before
the human race shall become extinct. This fact
must be admitted by all who give credit to the
statements found in the Bible, as well as by others
who believe that God has not created the race to
dwindle away, as it were, to perfect nothingness.

‘It cannot be supposed by any rational nrind
that the Creator intended in forming man, the
very climax of perfection, so far as organized be-
ings upon earth are concerned, to defeat the de-
sign of his being, which God has declared to be
the perfection of his race at the last day. ~ It is
not a rational conclusion that man is to be the
servant of God upon earth for a time, and is in
the long run to take a retrograde step from the
great plan of the Almighty ; neither is it to be
supposed that the Deity intended to bring him at
once into the full possession of every worldly
good. If such had been the case, we should have
discovered in man two exceptions to the great
law of gradual development which pervades the
unjverse.
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Neither is it right to judge that God would in
any respect change his great system of progres-
sion, after having once commenced it, until it
should have found its full fruition in the perfec-
tion of all things.

‘We shall here be met by the inquiry, Is not
every thing perfect already? Has God created
any thing imperfect? We answer that Ged cxe-
ates every thing in the germ, and allows its
development to be gradual. There cannot be
mentioned a created existenece, from the centre
of the universe to its remotest bound, that is not
the Tesult of a perfect action of the great law of
progression, whether it be a mighty sun with its
resplendent light, giving guidance and direction
_ to millions of smaller created existences by its
powers of attraction and radiation, or the smallest
animalcule in creation, which requires magnify-
ing thousands of times to render it visible to the
human eye.

‘We are therefore justified in making the asser-
tion that man is subject to the operation of this
great principle, both as an individual and as a
race. It is not then to be concluded that the
Deity, having once commenced this great work
of development, would leave it unfinished; that
is to say, it is fair to conclude that God, in his
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infinite wisdom and power, would not com-
mence 8 work of development that was not to be
carried to its fullest consummation in absolute
perfection. ~

Having thus made it evident to the believer in
the true character of God, that such are his plans
and intentions, we proceed to show in what man-
ner this mighty work is to differ in its future de-
velopment from its past peculiarities ; for it is well
known that every step in the development of any
germ differs from the one that preceded it in one
respect or another. This is true of every created
existence which admits of growth under the “im.
mediate observation of man ; and, there being a
certain harmony between man and other created
.existences, in all respects in which such a relation
is possible, it is fair to conclude that, as it is pos-
sible in this respect, we should find the same hax-
mony existing here.

Now, having rendered it evident that God
would be likely te take a step, when apy shgll be
taken which shall have a direct tendency toward
the perfection of man as an inhabitant of earth,
a8 he is to be at the time prophesied in the Bible,
of a character which may differ in some respects
from those which preceded it, we prooceed to show,
in the next place, in what this difference will

consist.
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A candid person who examines the state of the
Christian world, may satisfy himself that, through
the operation of the present system of worship
upon man, with respect to the development of
the race as God intended it should be developed,
there is no prospect of any advance beyond the
present condition of the race as a whole.

‘We, have made a very bold assertion here, and
would endeavor to justify it by bringing some evi-
dence in support of such an opinion, opposed as
it is to the views of the Christian world as a
whole, and at variance with the view which they
take of the design of the mission of Christ to
earth, and of the consequences to be the direct
result of that mission, without the aid of any
other means than those which he instituted for
carrying on the work of redemption from sin and
its attendant evils.

The first evidence of the truth of our assertion
is, that the average proportion of Christians, as
compared with the population of the entire globe,
is less at the present time than it was a thousand
years ago. Now we do not wish to be under-
stood as asserting that there is a less number, or
a less proportion who pass by the name of Chris-
tians, but that there are fewer who live up to the
knowledge which is given them, in proportion to
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the whole number of the population of the globe,
than there were some time before the corruption
of the Catholic religion, which was the original
form of Christianity, though at the present day it
would hardly be recognized as any nearer trne
Christianity than is Mohammedanism.

We next introduce the idea that there is no
prospect that men will ever return to the primi-
tive form of Christian worship. This fact will
be acknowledged by all who will take an impar-
tial view of the various sectarian doctrines which,
while they differ from each other in many re-
spects, all claim the true belief as Christians.
Now if it be the case, as claimed by each of these
sects, that one of them.is right, whether it be
€atholic, Universalist, Swedenborgian, or Calvin-.
ist, there is certainly abundant proof of our pre-.
vious assertion, that the relative number of true
Christians is indeed absolutely less than it was
twelve or fifteen hundred years ago, when Cathol-
icism was not contaminated by the many worldly
forms and selfish aims which characterize it at the
present day; and it follows, as a matter of course,
that if one sect is right in its form of worship, all
others must be more or less in error.

We are by no means to present in this work
an argument against any one man or class of
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men, any farther than is absolutely necessary to
render our points of argument clear. We chal-
lenge the world to produce an instance in which
we ever contended against any man’s religious
belief previous to the time when we received our
present commission as a teacher of divine truth.

‘We have always been willing to learn our
duty to God from any source whatever, no matter
how humble or unpretending it might be. We
have always endeavored to be charitable towards
those who differed from us in opinion, and we
intend to be so still. We do not mention the
above facts concerning the different denomina-
tions of Christians with a view to condemn their
opinions.in order to advance our own; it is for
the mere purpose of showing the true state of
things as they exist in the sight of the holy
angels above. We are confident, however, that
every assertion we make will bear investiga-
tion, as we do not intend that men shall, by find-
ing one flimsy place in our argument, thereby
condemn the whole as worthless. We would
much rather leave a point untouched than to
handle it in such a manner as to betray weakness
on our part, so far as ability to support it is
concerned.

We proceed then to state, in the next place,
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~ that Ged will, in consisteney with his general

nature as at present developed to men, allow the.

present means of grace to go as far as they ey
towards promoting the great wozk of redemption,
but will add to these whatever is necessary in
order to carry it to a successful consummation.
Now let us inquire how far the means at pres-
ent existing are adapted to this work. We see,
in the first place, that men are ignorant of many
things essential to a full understanding on their
part of the great plan of redemption, as well
as of their own duty as individuals in the
sight of God. Ask the most learned doctor of
divinity when the day of judgment is to come,
or what is to be his own fate on that day, and he
will confess that God has kept from bim, with all

his years of study, the knowledge upon these.

points which would enable him to answer the

question as definitely as he could many others.

which pertain just as strictly to revelation as does
this. For ipstance, as an illustration to our last
remark, we may find thousands of people who,
upon being asked what is their opinion with re-
gard to the existence of the soul after death, will
answer that they are just as positive of. its exis-
tence then as they are that it exists now; and
yet they camnot know this except by revelation,
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any more than they know when the day of judg-
ment will come. '

There are many other points upon which we
might question the most devout and well-in-
formed Christians, concerning which, they cannot
speak with the least degree of positiveness. Take
for instance the following:—Where or what ishell?
If a place, what is its size or capacity? How many
souls, or rather what proportion of the human race
are to suffer everlasting punishment? How many,
or what proportion of the race did Christ’s sac-
rifice avail for? For whom did God give his
only-begotten Son to die, a ransom for their sins ?
that is, what particular human beings are of so
much more worth than others, that God should
make such a stupendous sacrifice for them in the
person of his dear Son, and so compromise the
matter by sending the rest to eternal hell-fire, in
order that he might be just, and yet justify the
sinner ?

Do noét, my Christian friends, raise your hands
in holy reprehension of the mortal who would
thus express ideas of God’s eternal wrath, as if
he did not fear it. We are in every sense dis-
posed to reverence the God of heaven; but we
cannot view with any feeling but that of abhor-

rence, the various perversions of the Bible pas-
G
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sages, from which men gather their ideas concern-
ing the things of God above referred to.

We pass now to remark that, there being this
uncertainty in the minds of the best informed
Christians, it is fair to suppose that God would
give men, in due time, the evidence necessary to
produce conviction in their minds upon all these
subjects. We are aware that this view of God’s
nature will be opposed by many, as incongruous
with certain passages in the Bible, which convey
to their minds the idea that God has done all
that is necessary in order to prepare men for
heaven, and that there is no reason to suppose
that anything will be added to the Bible, either
as a séquel to it, or as an explanation of its con-
tents; but we can assure such persons, that we
have the evidence at hand, and are ready to
produce it when we shall find a fitting occasion,
that such an interpretation of the Scriptures is
incorrect. 'We set this point aside, as one which
we shall be years in fully proving, but which
will nevertheless be admitted by many even at
this'time. It will be readily seen that the whole
range of this subject must include everything
that we have to present to men ; and therefore it
is evident that we cannot insist upon an implicit
reliance upon our statement until we have
brought more evidence to bear upon this point.
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We propose in our concluding chapter to make
some prophesies respecting the events that will
take place as the direct results of this new dis-
peansation of God's love to men; we therefore
close the present one with the only other point
which we intend to argue in this work.

‘We have remarked that, so far as any preced-
ing development of God's wonderful love would
answer towards carrying forward the great work
of redemption, just so far would it be retained in
any new dispensation which he might make. In
view of this, we would remark that so far as the
manner of communicating truth to men is con-
cerned, the mode of operation must be the
same on his part forever. Why? We answer
that, if divine truth has been communicated to
man in any former age of the world, it must have
been perfect; and unless the manner of commu-
nicating it were also perfect, two absurdities are
involved ; namely, that God has sent men an im-
perfect communication, for the reason that he
could not devise means adapted to the purpose of
sending truth in an uncontaminated form.

‘We shall here be met with the inquiry,—If
the communications from God have been perfect,
and if the Bible contains those communications,
what need of any thing more in order that men -
should be informed of their duty ?
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We could present any gquantity of angument
that might be desired te refute the idea conveyed
by this inquiry, that the Bible contaims the whele
truth of God; but we sball present but two
points, which are. sufficient for any rational in-
quirer after truth.

Fimst, if God had intended to communicate the

whole truth at once to men, we should not hawe
the two dispensations of the Old and New Testa-
ments, which, it will be allowed by all, were
given men at different periods in the history of
the world.
. Again: If the mind of man was not prepared
to receive the whole truth at the time of the Old
Testament dispensation, but needed a certain de-
gree of development to prepare it for the New,
then is it not a rational conclusion that, when
men -should have derived all the bemefit they
eould from that, or when their minds should have
become -capable of receiving more truth, God
would give it to them ?

Then with respect to the manner in which be
would communicate this truth; —if it were the
case that God instituted at the beginning a
perfect mode of communication with men, is
not that method perfect atill? Would he not
chpose from among his children some- one to
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perform the work of revealing the tvuth to men,
as ke did in times past, and qualify him in pre-
cisely the same manner as he has dome in the
case of other of his chosen servants, to perform
this glorious work? This we have already as-
serted to be the case with respeet to the present
dispensation of divine truth, and we shall also
be able to accompany it with evidence similar to
that presented by our predecessors in this work,
in the form of miracles or other supernatural
proof of the divinity of our Master whom we serve
in this field of his labor, through his infinite
goodness to us, the humble instrument in his hands
in making known his will to our fellow-men.

We cannot hope that we shall meet with sym-
pathy, or even the least degree of credulity frem

those who profess to believe that God has in
" times past endowed men with miraculous gifts.
We shall look for quite as much charity from
those who have up to this time utterly denied the
existence of a God, or the truth of the Bible.
Such is the perversity of the human heart in its
present degenerate state, that no one can hope to
give men the light of divine truth without being
stamped as worse than an atheist—as in league
with the Evil One himself. Yes, we expect, not-
withstanding our previous endeavors to lead an
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honest life, and to do our duty by our fellow-men,
to find those who will condemn us as the very child
of the devil ; though none but Christians, as that
term is at present applied, would allow them-
selves to believe that there is not temptation
emough in a legitimate form to be met with m
this world, so that God need net permit his arch-
enemy, Satan, to league with men in inventing
new forms of error by which to lead them astray.

We ask of those persons who condemn us that
they will take into consideration the fact thet
Christ and all of the apostles were condemned
by those who professed to be serving God; not
that we would irreverently speak of the name of
Christ, as capable of being degraded to a com-
parison with men, but in order to show how
ready men are to condemn a teacher of divine
truth, though that teacher be even a special agent
from heaven. :




CHAPTER XII.

TaE first effect to be anticipated as the result
of these spiritual manifestations, is the awakening
of such an interest in matters of religion as has
never before been known ; as the true and legiti-
mate design of all communications from the
upper world is to give men a knowledge of their
duty as servants of God, and to lead them to pre-
pare the soul for its future abode.

Many who have to a certain extent investigated
these things will be disposed-to question whether
the above assertion is justifiable with reference
to the present forms and modes of intercourse
with the spirit world; but they will find, upon
looking at the subject still more deeply, that it is
the truth. In proof of this, it will be noticed by
all who take pains to scrutinize the matter, that
impressees are not all alike reliable in the first
place, and in the next place that all do not place
equal confidence in themselves as mediums, or in
others through whom they may receive spiritual
truth. Beyond this, it will be found that im-
pressees are reliable just in proportion to the
nearness of their hearts to God, in exact ratio to
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the amount of love which they entertain for
their heavenly Father, and the sincerity of their
desire to promote the cause of true religion upon
earth. It will further be noticed that those who
are simply moral in the strictest sense of the word
previous to becoming impressees, are the most to
be depended upon for exactness in their compre-
hension and transmission of information from the
heavenly sphere.*

This last fact goes to show that all religion of
the present day combines more or less of error;
otherwise persons who had been rigid sectarians
and who still entertained those sectarian notions,
would: be just as retiable as impressees, and in-
deed more so than others who had not progressed
in religious matters beyond szmple uprightness
and integrity.

* Having been consulted in numerous instances by impressees
who did not comprehend the meaning of communications that
they received, or who were troubled with apparent inconsistencies
or absurdities in the letter of those communications, I would take
thia occasion to inform all such persons, that the - fanlt lies in their
own hearts Let them resolve to do good to their fellow-men by
this power with which they have been blessed,—let them resolve
to promote the cause of truth to the extent of their power,—let
them pray for divine direction and stremngth from God, and theie
spiritual eyes will be opened so that they will see truth which was
before invisible to them on account of the blindness of their natu-
ral heart.
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We predict as another result of the extension
of the knowledge of spiritual truth as it is now
being revealed to men, a truer realization of the
immortality of the soul by all whe bring them-
selves to feel the power of spiritual influence,
than has ever been felt by mortals before, from
the commencement of the existence of the race.
There will be, so to speak, a tangibility to men’s
ideas of heavenly things, such as never before ex-
isted. There will be a permanent link added to
the chain of communication between the two
worlds. Men will Anow that souls exist after
death ; it will not be a mere belief.

Another development will be made through
these agencies. The Bible will be understood in
its spiritual sense as it is but partially at present.
The parables of the New Testament and illustra-
tive -figares of the Old will be explained, and
their trne meaning understood.

It will follow as a matter of course, if our
preceding predictions are true, that there will be
a complete revolution in the religious world,
almost as marked as was the change from the
Old to the New Testament dispemsation. This
result must be gradual ; it cannot be immediate,
as it is not God’s plan nor man’s nature to change
in a moment. It will, however, be very rapid in
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its progression compared with previous reforms
or changes in spiritual views.

There are persons now living upon the earth
who will see this work so Tfar consummated that
there will not be found a person in New England
who will venture to preach the doctrines now
taught by the more rigid sectarians. There will
be, within two generations of the present time, a
general religious reform throughout the whole of
North America; and within ten generations,
throughout the world. Then will be the MiLLEN-
N1uM predicted in the Bible, and not till then,
whatever false propliets may choose to assert, or
weak minds to believe.

The blessed day has dawned; the light of
glory is fast illumining the eastern sky. Soom
will the bright rays of truth fill the world of hu-
manity with the love of God; soon shall the
gentle flickering increase to the full blaze of noon;
soon shall the earth rejoice in tears of gladness
for the glorious light of heavenly love.

Give heed, then, traveller in this benighted
wood of sin, and watch for the opening vista
which shell tell of hope. Let no thorn of prej-
udice, or thistle-weed of superstition, e'er cause
you to twrn aside from the narrow path which
leads to purity, goodness, and truth; let no
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poisoning ivy of derision deter you in your on-
ward course; let no sweet-scented flower of sin
entice you from the way which leads to heavenly
joys; let no wild vine of bigotry deceive your
heart that it may not recognize the word of Deity.

BLESSED IS HE THAT COMETH IN THE NAME OF
THE Lorbp.

Sound the trumpet of victory; for lo! in the
brightness of everlasting gloryappears the Saviour
of men. Loud proclaim the joyful news to earth’s
benighted race; tell them of hope and joy and
love divine, which shall be their portion forever.
Sing with joyful tongues the blessed name of
Jesus, for he comes to reign in the hearts of men.
Now is his messenger sent forth with garlands
and wreaths with which to adorn the faithful.
Doubt not his power; question not his love.
Trust -his holy word and be saved,—saved from
sin, from wickedness and death.

Mighty kings shall own his dominion, and the
powerful of earth shall quail before him. Time
gshall be lost in eternity, and yet he shall dwell
forever and ever in the glory of his reign. Clouds
of smoke from on high shall descend upon earth’s
minions, and cause them to choke with destruc-
tion. Mighty suns of light shall pour their
radiance upon the children of heavenly love, and
fill them with blessed hope.

-~
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‘Wonder of wonders! Look! See the Son of
Man in clouds descending, again to reign upon
earth. Tell to the heathen there is hope; speak
to the Gentile of redemption. Let the farthest
bounds of earth confess his deminion.

No more shall war and pestilence and famine,
nor fire from heaven destroy the faithful. They
shall be filled with a fire which shall consume all
iniquity; they shall know of truth, and shall be
blessed with the Holy Ghost.

‘Who would be first to welcome his Saviour to
earth again? Who would with open arms re-
joice to meet him? He comes! and even now
is at your doors. Then shut not out his blessed
presence from your hearts, but open wide with
prayer the portals to his coming. ’Tis thus he’ll
enter—through the gates of humble, prayerful
souls. His cloud shall be above, and whoso
looks with eyes of faith may see him now in robes
celestial, waiting for his bride—his bride of
earth. :

Glory! Hallelujah! Let one song of triumph
universal fill the outmost bounds of earth; for
now he tells his children of a world redeemed.
His reign is now begun; and who, O who will
own that he is king of Zion?

With bended knee upon the earth, and humble,
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prostrate mind, look up with prayerful heart,
and know that God is Father—that his Son is
ready now to bless you with his love.

With glory erowned, with grace adorned, and
girded with a chain of love, see all the hosts an-
gelic crowd around to tell of hope, of joy, of
peace and sweetest harmony in heaven. See now
in vesture clad of purest white, and buoyant as
the silken floss, seraphic spirits hover round the
homes and hearts of those they love on earth.
Behold, with tender, loving gaze, and holy resig-
nation pictured on their brows, the souls in bliss
are earnest watching for the time when sweet
communion, pious love, and blessed purity of
heart among the sons of earth shall tell that
Jesus is the King supreme.

‘What words, what pen, what human thought,
though blazoned forth in brightest glow of genius,
and adorned with all that poetry can bring, or
decked with bright imagination’s tints superb,
could reach a tiny atom of sublimity like this,
when all the tribes below, with hosts angelic,
shall confess that Christ is Lord of all!

Let thunders loud from every hill, and brooks
and rivulet and streams—let ocean’s roar and all
the hum of busy earth, unite to hail him as
he comes again. Let voices sweet, and harps



142 A REVELATION FROM HEAVEN.
attuned in dulcet harmony, proclaim from heart

to heart, the joyous, welcome strain. Amen,
AmMEN, AMEN.

LR




