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L) TRUE GHOSTS

Sherhroke. the ather party in the ghoet story, tell it
much n the same wav at a dinmer-table.

One Joes not teel as comfortably satisfied that the
complicaced wincilences in this tale admit of being
reterred @ chance. The odids are encrmous against two
persons—sounyg men i pertect health, neither of whom
beture or ater this event experienced a sensorial illusion
—bemy the subjects ar the same moment of one, their
commun ami valy one. which concurred in point of time
with an event that it toreshadowed. unless there were
sme real connecdun between the event and the double
appartto. .\ndweteelanascentmcﬁmhontomqmre
witether—in case such mstances as the present occasion-
ally recur. and instances hke the two before narrated
become, when looked for. startngly multiplied—there
exist anv known mental or physical principle, by the
help of which thev mav be explained into natural pheno-
mena.

The more we look after facts of the above nature, the

more urgent becomes the mtofmchameansofexpla-
nation. In every family circde, in every party of men
accidentally brought together vou will be sure to hear,
if the conversation fall on g'hosts and dreams, one or
more instances—which the narrators represent as well
authenticated — of intimations of the deaths of absent
persons conveved to friends either through an apparition
or a dream, or an equivalent unaccountable presenti-
ment. A gentleman—himself of distinguished ability—
told me that when he was an undergraduate at Cam-
bridge, he was secretary to a ghost society formed in
sportive earnest by some of the cleverest young men of
one of the best modern periods of the university. One of
the results of their labours was the collection of about a
dozen stories of the above description resting upon good
evidence.

Then there transpire occasionally cases with more





































































TRANCE 83

latter constituting varieties of waking-trance. The next
letter will treat of the first group; the two following
will treat of the two varieties of the second.

I have observed that the causes of trance are for the
most part mental impressions; but it will be found that
certain physical influences may produce the same results.
The causes of trance, whether mental or physical, deserve
again to be regarded in three lights. Either they have
operated blindly and fortuitously, or they have been
resorted to and used as agents to produce some vague
and imperfectly understood result, or they have been
skilfully and intelligently directed to bring out the exact
phenomena which have followed. It is with trance
supervening in the two former ways that I alone propose
at present to deal; that is to say, with trance as it was
imperfectly known as an agent in Buperstition, or as a
rare and marvellous form of nervous disease. Of the
third case of trance, as it may be artificially induced, I
shall afterwards and finally speak.












































































































AND CATALEPSY 119

" it, but not in the sense of the annihilation of time ; she
foresees it ; it is the future present to her; time she
measures, present and future, with strange precision,—
strange, yet an approximation, instead of this certainty,
would have been yet more puzzling.

So it appears that our notions of matter, force, and
the like, and of the conditions of space and time, apart
from which we can conceive nothing, are not figments to
suit our human and temporary being, but elements of
eternal truth. '



















































136 RELIGIOUS DELUSIONS

for which she received the promise of seventy years of
life, and of all she might wish for. She stated that she
had often at night gone into the cellar of the chateau and
drank the best wine ; in the shape of a swine had walked
on the convent walls; on the bridge had milked the
cows as they passed over; and several times had
mingled with the actors in the theatre in London.








































































cially brought to the state of wa
liamson, the same faculty was
she used to hold open the book to

against her chest, the pages being

mesmerism, sitting in a
reclined, would have m,haaabepupail;
linear aperture between her seemingly closed ¢
lower half of things only. As it was, the
the fact; and when we asked her what she saw,
natheoormoeandupperpartoﬂhem '
out saying anything, I raised my cap ugmmy
within her declared range of trance-vision; she
“ Ah, Guilleaume Tell!” Her mother, whom &
sp&k,bu‘thaﬂnothlthertomm,mﬁm €
recognised at once, when she stood up upon a chair.
read, in this trance, appeared a very painful effort to
hutnhemeermmly able to make out some words
she pressed a written paper against her forehead. T
evident that she could visually discern things
new faculty of apprehension localised there.
her to see things at a few feet distance, they had e















































































































THE DIVINING-RING, OR THE ODOMETER 197

odometer finger, that I succeeded in obtaining unvarying
results. The interest of those experiments is unques-
tionably very considerable. They open a new vein of
research, and establish a new bond of connection between
physical and physiological science, which cannot fail to
promote the advancement of both. They contribute a
mass of objective and physical evidence to give support
and substantiality to the subjective results of Von
Reichenbach’s experiments. They tend to prove the
existence of some universal force, such as that to which
he has given theoretical shape and form, under the desig-
nation of Od. And such an universal force—to be just
even to a charlatan, if he was one—what other can
we deem it to be than the long-vilipended influence of
Mesmer rendered bright, and transparent, and palatable,
by passing through the filter of science ?

PRINTED BY WILLIAM ELACKWOOD AND BONS, EDINBURGH.
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of fascination.”—The Sun.

¢¢ One of those graceful family groups in which all the component parts are in perfect har-
mony, and all the accessories are wrought out with a skill at once the most marvellous, and
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ing exquisitely tasteful, yet true to nature.”’—New Monthly Magazine.

It is his best production. . . . . A book to be read, to be noted, and to be
admired.”’—Sunday Times.
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infinitely superior to that work. . . . Bulwer’s genius seems to widen and ripen with
time.""—Saturday Evening Post, (Philadelphia.)

¢ Displaying on every page great learning, exquisite humour, deep insight into human
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