






























































































































































































































































































































































178 REMARKABLE DELUSIONS. 

this pencil-case in my hand? Now say yes or 
no to this?' I-Iarris ,replied, ' Why I did not 
see thern as I do that pencil-case, yet I saw 
them with the eye of faith; I saw them just as 
distinctly as I see anything around me, though 
at the thne they were covered over with a cloth.'" 
At the time the pretended finding of these 
books took place, this man applied to professor 
Authon, a · man of large reputation as a scholar, 
informing him that '' a gold book, consisting of 
a number of plates fastened together by wires 
of the san1e material, had been dug up in the 
northern part of the state of New York, and 
along with it an enormous pair of spectacles . 
These spectacles were s.0 large that if any _ per­
son atten1pted to look through thern, his two 
eyes would look through one glass only .. . 
' Whoever,' he said, ' examined · the plates 
through the glasses was enabled not only to 
read them but fully to understand their mean­
ing.'" Harris, ·moreover, said, that having been 
requested to contribute a sun1 of money fo.r the 
publication of the said book, he had con1e to 
ask the professor to counsel hin1 on the contents 
of a paper he had brought with him, which 
professed to be an extract fro1n this mysterious 
volume. The professor regarded the matter 
first as a hoax, and then as a cheat. The 
paper consisted of "all kinds of crooked ch~­
racters,' ' composed of different ancient alphabets, 
and ending with " the rude delineation of a 
circle, divided into various compartments , 
decked with various strange marks, and evi-
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dently copi€d after the Mexican calendar given 
by Humboldt, but copied in such a way as not 
to betray the source whence it was derived." 
Subsequently the professor advised Harris to go 
to a magistrate, and have the whole affair 
€xamined. This he declined to do, stating his 
conviction that the curse of God ,vould rest 
upon him if he did so. Such is the testin1ony 
of professor Authon. By what means Harris 
,vas afterwards induced to affix his name to the 
paper which professed that he had s€en the 
plates is unknown, but the process taken with 
so ,veak a man is not inconceivable. 

It may appear strange that an illiterate man 
like Smith should have been able to invent 
a story such as that contained in the Book of 
Mormon. But there are other circu1nstances 
·which explain the ,vonder. It appears that, in 
the year 1809, one Solomon Spaulding,\\ ho had 
been previously a clergyman, set himself to 
compose a religious tale, based upon the assumed 
fact that the North American Indians were 
· descendants of the lo t tribes of Israel. As he 
proC€eded in his story, he read portions of his 
manuscript to his neighbours, ·who beca1ne 
greatly interested in it, especially in that part 
in which he fictitiously related ho1.v he had 
found an a cient record, imitating the style of 
the Old Testament. This volun1e was after­
wards put into the hands of a bookseller for 
publication, and whilst there ·was copied by 
Sidney Rigdon, ¥ho it is to be observed was 
one of the prornoters of the Mormon imposture. 
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Spau1ding's brother declared that the pretended· 
Scriptures were altogether compiled from his 
deceased brother's manuscript. The ,vido,v of 
Spaulding bore the same testimony ; and it is 
added that the neighbours to whom the original 
tale had been read, instantly recognised the 
production ·with ,vhich they had been heretofore 
familiar as incorporated in the Book of Mormon 
which came forth from Joseph Smith as a new 
revelation from Heaven. Rigdon denied, indeed, 
the whole transaction, but in so abusive a 
style and manner as by no means to add to our · 
conviction of his veracity. 

The manner in which this pretended revela­
tion is cornpiled, is extremely clumsy and 
illiterate. . Such phrases as the following are 
frequent:-" I saith unto them"-" these things 
had not ought to be"-" ye saith unto him"­
" ye are . like unto they." The mariner's com­
pass is spoken of as having piloted these ancient 
Israelites upon their voyage, though well-known 
not to have been applied as a nautical instru­
ment until many ages later than the professed 
period. The Messiah is called by names not 
known at all to the ancient Hebrews, and of 
well-known Greek origin. _ 

What are the doctrines of the books them­
selves? If the Book of Mormon have any 
moral power, it is derived from its appropriation 
of Scriptural truth which it admits, though its 
interpretation grossly garbles the contents of 
the saered vohune. It receives th.e doctripe of 
atonement and of punishment for sin, an<;i it 
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avows a code of pure morality. But certain 
allegations borne to the conduct of some of its 
followers 1 even of Smith himself, have tended 
to throw considerable suspicion upon the prac­
tice of the most eminent of its apostles. 1\rior­
monism enunciates an entirely ne,v system of 
church government, dividing its priesthood 
into two branches, each consisting of many 
officers-the lVf elchisedec and the Aaronic 
priesthood. In these offices, Joseph Smith, as 
might be expected, bears the pre-eminence. It 
Jays great stress on baptism for remission of 
sins. It regards the church as a living inter­
preter of revelation. It interprets the Hebre\V 
Scriptures literally, never symbolically. It 
therefore believes that God possesses a human 
form, ,vhich doctrine is avowed in all its 
creeds and catechisms. It sets up a great 
scheme of worldly polity, to , hich it believes 
that all the inhabitants of the earth ·will become 
ultio1ately subject, and which affords peculia:t 
advantages to its founders and leaders. T. 

declares that '' no one can possibly be saved 
and reject" its messages. Against all foErns 
and creeds it wages, therefore, the most offensive 
and deadly ,varfare ; labouring thus to uproot 
and destroy a 11 the Reeds of piety sO"wn · n the 
hearts of men. Of all spiritual religion--the 
religion of the heart-it is mainly ign0rant, 
the visible and external being the leading 
objects of its ambition. How different.from 
the system of which it shall not be said, '-' Lo 
here, or lo there," but "hose seat is 'Within 1 

16 . 
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Only the religion which can change men's · 
hearts is that which can convert the world. 
Mormonism is, in short, a religion which, adopt­
ing n1uch of the contents of God's word, hacks 
and hews it to its own purposes, and makes it 
the foundation of an organization purely secular 
and ambitious, and tending greatly to the ad­
vantage of its founder. 

Besides all this, l\iiormonism recognises the 
working of miracles as attesting . its Di vine 
origin, though its miracles are of such a kind 
as sometimes to excite ridicule, and to be 
seldom capable of proof or of disproof, consist­
ing mainly in the alleged casting out of evil 
spirits, or the cure of malignant diseases. Such 
wonders often arise out of the faith of · the 
operator alone. 

The history of l\Iormonis1n iR, ho,vever, very 
singular, and affords a remarkable proof hovv 
persecution may lift into eminence the syste.rn 
agai~st which its attacks are directed. Basing 
his system on such pretensions as we have 
detailed, Jos€ph Smith soon found hin1self · the 
head ·of a growing sect. Fron1 the 1st of 
June 1 1830, ,vhen its numbers ,vere thirty, it. 
advanced like the religion of l\tiohan1med, in 
regularJy increasing development. As it grew, 
the opposition against it became loud and 
vehement, and men, disgusted with its preten­
sions, attacked it with a violence ,vhich savoured · 
altog.ther of this worl<l. Smith travelled about 
in search of a location for his cont-emplated set­
tlernent, not without son1e n1isunderstandings 
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among his own people, but exposed to an 
incessant fire of persecution from his indig­
nant enemies. A mob dragged him from 
his bed in a village called '' Hiram," and 
-violently tarred him and some of his followers. 
The same mob tracked his footsteps, caused 
riots wherever a l\1ormon settlement was found, 
sacked the houses of the religionists, and 
compelled them to emigrate into distant coun­
tries. Such proceedings as these of course 
excited sympathy and furnished undeserved 

- power to the new sect ; and though the public 
authorities reprobated the persecution, it was 
easily put by the Mormons to the discredit of 
the old sects. The expatriated people moved 
into the state of Missouri. ,vhilst there, the 
following entry occurs in one of the journals of 
the elder accompanying the prophet. It ,vill 
be understood as bearing reference to the 
meteoric appearances ,vell-kno,vn to philoso­
phers as characterising the month of N oven1-
l;>er, and may be taken as an example of the 
·whole delusion:-

" November 13.-A.bout four o'clock, A.~r., 
I was awakened by brother Davis knocking at 
my door, and calling on me to arise, and behold 
the signs in the heavens. I arose, and to my 
great joy beheld the stars fall froin heaven like 
a shower of hail-stones-a literal ful6ln1ent o~ 
the word of God, recorded in the Holy Scrip­
tures, as a sure sign that the coming of Christ 
is close at hand." 

Such were the delusions ,vhich in1presscd 
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the _minds of the Mormon leaders, and were by 
them communicated to their people. 

In the midst of dangers such as those to 
which he was exposed, Joseph Smith began to 
organize his followers into a body-guard to 
defend him against his enemies. His brother, 
Hiram Smith, ,vas nominated captain, anq. 
another ~rother, George Smith, _ held the office 
of armour-bearer. Such measures on Smith~_s 
part provoked corresponding ones on the side 
of his enemies. An antagonist force was rapidly 
raised, and one of the leaders of this band swore 
to destroy Smith and his army. Before he 
could accomplish this threat, however, the man 
was drowned in the midst of the Missouri 
river- _an event which Smith did not fail to 
regard as a just punishment of his foe. Soon 
after this event, the cholera broke out in the 
Mormon arn1y. At first, Smith endeavoured to 
cure it by the power which he supposed to be 
vested in himself, but he soon learned that the 
disease was quite- beyond his influence, and 
thirteen of his band were removed hy ite 
l1.bout the same time, Smith was accused by 
some of his own followers of prophesying lies, 
and appropriating t~1e money of his people. He 
n1et the charge boldly, however, and the accuser 
retracted the charge. 

Joseph Smith is accused of having fled from 
his debts in Kirtland, where his first settlement 
had been, in the middle of the night, leaving 
his creditors to do as they could. This trans­
action V{as followed by a great schism among 
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bis people themselves, led on by t,vo of the 
three who had signed the first paper testifying 
to the authenticity of the books of Mormon, 
in alliance with \ horn was Sidney Rigdon. But 
the last ,vas deep in Jo .. eph Smith's secrets, and 
,vas soon forgiven. The persecution of the 
body in the meantime continued. Obstruc­
tions being offered to the right of voting in 
political elections by the enemies of Smith, a 
regular series of assaults took place, , hich 
lasted during several ,veeks. In the end, an 
attempt was 1nade to massacre the 1formons. 

The l\Iormons nO"w began to establish them­
sel es in Illinois, , here they formed a town, 
,vhich they called " Nau oo,' or beautiful. Of 
this town Smith ,vas appointed n1ayor, and in 
addition to his titles of prophet and president, 
,vas also tern1ed lieutenant-general. 

In 1837, ~Iormonism began first to make 
head in England, and in that year made many 
converts among the ignorant and weak-minded, 

· principally iu the manufacturing districts. Those 
who looked to religion for a system of external 
advantage and polity, sa,v n1uch in this ne,v 
system which corresponded with their views. 
In 1841, Joseph Smith directed, under inspira­
tion, as he termed it, the construction of a 
magnificent temple at Nau oo, to which he 
invited contributions from all quarters. It ,, as 
well situated, and of large proportions, and a 
million of dollars were expended upon its 
construction. 

Among other descriptions given at this time 
16* 



186 REMARKABLE DELUSIONS. 
I 

of the prophet, is one delivered by a public 
lecturer, na1ned Newhall, who was present at a 
review of his army by Smith himself, attended 
by" six ladies on horseback, who were dressed 
in black velvet, and wore waving plumes of 
white feathers, and rode up and down in front 
of the regiment." The prophet himself is called 
"very sociable, easy, cheerful, obliging, and 
kind, and very hospitable-in a ,vord, a jolly 
fellow, and one of the last persons whom he 
would have supposed God would have raised up 
as a prophet or priest." 
· It was about this time that one of the leaders 
of the Mormonites, Sidney Rigdon, promulged 
the abhorrent doctrine of plurality of wives, in 
imitation - of lVIohammed himself-a doctrine 
which Smith was regarded as greatly favouring. 
Srµith, now at the very height of his ambi­
tion, was put forward as a candidate for the 
presidentship of the United States, and pub­
lished ,vhat he termed '' General Smith's Views 
of the Government and Policy of the United 
States." It is needless to say that his preten­
sions were regarded iu the n1ain with contempt .. 
Soon after this, the accusation against Smith of 
pron1oting the " spiritual wife" doctrine, sus­
tained as it was by the affidavits of sixteen 
persons, led to the destruction by the l\Iormons 
of the newspaper which had published them, 
and thence to a serious conflict between the-
1\Iormonites of. N auvoo and the s~rrrounding 
inhabitants, in the course of which Josep4 . 
Smith and his brother were shot. The pro-
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phet's death gave to him a power which 1t 1s 
probable his life, had it been prolonged, would 
have utterly prevented-he became enshrined 
and worshipped . 

.. A.fter the death of Joseph S1nith, Sidney 
Rigdon - endeavoured to vault into the vacant 
chair. His reputation was, however, so low, 
that this ,vas found to be impossible. He was 
expelled from the society, and Brigham Young 
was appointed the leader-a post which he still 

_ holds. 
Again the l\Iormon body were compelled to 

en1igrate. They ,vere driven fron1 N auvoo, 
and have now fixed their residence at Deseret, 
in the vicinity of California, in the great salt 
water lake valley, , hich they first reached 
after incredible troubles and privations. They 
ha Ye fonned here a large and increasing sett le­
n1ent; they have built an enormous temple; 
they are said to have been the first who profited 
by the gold found in California, and they have 
establi .:hed a perpetual e1nigration fund, to aid 
those fro1n all countries who are attracted by 
the hope of an earthly paradise. The latest 
account of then1 is given by l\Ir. Kelly, who, in 
his " Excursion to California," gives no very 
favourable description of the morals of the new 
settlement. If only half the narratives given of 
the practices of the leaders be true, they \l\'ill 
demonstrate the fact that chastity and purity 
have no true basis among them. It is indeed 
true that the 1'1ormonite books profess to abjure 
such practices. Bnt a new revelation is with 
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them always possible, and who can say ,vhat 
vices it may sanction? 

Melancholy as are these illustrations of delu­
sions connected with religion, the student of the 
word of God will see in them only a fulfilment 
of many warnings which that Divine record 
contains upon this subject. " The Spirit 
speaketh -expressly, that in the latter times 
some shall depart from the faith, giving heed 
to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils ; 
speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their con­
science seared with a hot iron." A corrupt 
state of the heart is the prolific source from 
·which these delusions spring. There is a want 
among their votaries of an earnest, simple­
minded ·, child-like desire to attain to the truth, 
and 1ningled, as this often is, wi~h the indul­
gence of some known sin, it ends in the judicial 
surrender of the victim to a strong delusion to 
believe a lie. Those, however, who earnestly 
and with uprightness of purpose seek to kno,v 
the Lord, no such delusions will be permitted 
to entangle. The promise of God standeth 
sure, that they ·who seek him with their whole 
heart shall surely find hin1~ The highway of 
holiness that leadeth to IIis kingdom is so plain, 
that a labouring n1an, though a fool, shall not 
err therein. 
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CH.A.PTER X. 

CONCLUSION. 

OuR illustrations of credulity are no,v nearly 
closed. 'f o spend much time in winding up 
these observations may be censured by the 
reader as superfluous. A fe,v short words ·will 
be enough. 

The reader who lives in the nineteenth cen­
tury stands on vantage-ground with regard to 
most of the errors which we have detailed. The 
self-complacency naturally attendant on our ad­
vanced knowledge can well afford to pity those 
who lived in a period of comparative disadvan­
·tage, and who were thus yictims of their own 
infatuation. We censure delusions not our own, 
as the man despises the delusions of the child. 

But what if we conceive of a state of things, 
as much or more in advance of the present, as 
the present is in advance of the past? We 
speak not now of science, but of truths much 
higher and holier than science has ever known, 
and in comparison of ·which mere scientific dis­
coveries are but as baubles. What, if we think 
of one who has himself passed "the flaming 
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bounds of space and time," looking down from · 
his '' empyreal throne," with all his faculties 
now quickened and enlarged, upon " the smoke 
and stir of this dim spot which men call earth," 
and passing sentence upon the thoughts which 
now occupy others, and which once amused 
hirr1self. Would there be nothing to excite 
surprise and pity ? 

Below hirn is a world, every atom of which 
bears upon it the significant impress of an 
almighty Creator, walking through all its . 
scenes in the varieties of his majestic power. 
The opening day-the summer evening-the 
plun1age of its birds-the instincts of its 
anin1als -the fragrance of its flowers-and the 
comman _ding intellect of the being who, as God's 
vicegerent, co1nmands them all, speak to man 
at every turn of " God's eternal · power and 
Godhead, so that they who deny him are with­
out excuse." Yet, by that noblest producti9n 
of almighty workmanship-by man himself­
God is neglected and scorned. The creature 
who basks in God's sunshine ·does not value his 
sn1ile; nor does he who shudders at God's 
te1n pest dread his frown. The eye, the ear, 
the understanding, proclaim the Divinity. But 
the heart refuses its homage, and man walks like 
an atheist through a world full of the Holy One, 
knowing him nqt, obeying him not, and care­
less of all that might do Him pleasure. Is 
there any of the delusions we have just exhi­
bited so great an infatuation as this ? 

Or, let us look again at the gigantic powers 
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of evil everywh~re stalking abroad in the world. 
Man sees sin poisoning society in all its forms, 
yet he clings with eagerness to the very influence 
which destroys him. He gives up his soul, by a 
succession of voluntary acts, not quite so appa­
rent, but quite as real as in any case heretofore 
believed. I-Ie risks that soul upon ventures in 
which the chances of repentance are inconceiv­
tl bly srnall, and the probabilities of final ruin over­
wheln1ingly great. · The spendthrift embraces 
the want he dreads. The drunkard faints for 
bis " liquid fire." The pleasure-seeker labo­
riously invites the ennui which he yet feels to 
be intolerable. The debauchee eagerly invites 
disgrace, premature exhaustion, and a nerveless 
death. lVlen ask for martyrdom in forms which 
bring all its pains without its attendant conso-­
lations. The 1nind grows sick at such exhi­
bitions. Delusion and infatuation possess the 
world. 

In all directions men are seen to act like 
i:naniacs. Insane, when in youth they lay up 
for themselves future diseases and death ; insane, 
when in manhood they solicit their own inevit­
able disappointment ; insane, when through life 
they kindle the fires of a life to come. That flat­
tering looking-glass gives back this warning to 
the beauty who sits before it. That engrossing 
business gives it back to the merchant or 
tradesn1an who sacrifices soul and body at its 
Yenture. That parental fondness gives it back 
to those who, like the Carthaginians of old, a.re 
sacrificing their children to a senseless god. Do 
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we not seem to see a vast collection of maniacs, · 
intent, as maniacs often are, on perpetrating on 
themselves the most deadly injuries _? 

Is there, then, no remedy for this wide-spread 
infatuation -? no place in which men may find 
something that shall satisfy the deep craving of 
the hu1uan heart for solid happiness ? Thanks 
be to God,, there is one remedy that never fails 
- · one place at which all who truly seek shall · 
find abiding satisfaction, 

" The Cross-
There no delusive hope involves despair, 
No mockery meets you, no deception there. 
The spells and charms that blinded you before, 
All vanish there, and fascinate no more." 

COWPER. 

The true , Christian alone has found the secret 
of happiness. Taught by the Holy Spirit, he has 
seen through the emptiness of the world, and has 
abandoned the chase of those empty shadows 
which such multitudes around him pursue. The 
fountain at which he has _drunk is free and open 
to all. " If any man thirst, let _him come unto 
me and drink," is still the Saviour's invitation 
to the children of men. May the reader hearken 
to this affectionate appeal, and with gratitude 
welcome the gospel offer of reconciliation through 
faith in I-Iis blood ! " For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
,vhosoever believeth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life." 
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