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INTRODUCTION. 

In consideration of the numerous developments, that re­
eently have been made and are continuing in this City, in 
Spiritual Manifestations, it is deemed proper to offer the fol­
lowing work on the subject, to disabuse the public mind of the 
false theories and impressions that have been circulated in the 
public prints concerning it. 

There are in this City between fifty and sixty circles, com-' 
posed of Preabyterians, Quakers, Unitarians, Baptists, Metho­
dists, Come-out-ers, Infidels and Atheists, who are candidly 
and dispassionately investigating the subject, to endeavour to 
ascertain from facts and phenomena developed, the laws which 
govern these manifestations. The 'progress thus far, has sat­
isfied the honest enquirer in these circles, that the rappings 
are produced by an agency in accordance with Naturc'a laws, 
hitherto not understood, and they feel confident they have not 
been deceived by trickery on the part of the mediums, or any one 
of their number; and the phenomena attending the co~~ni­
cations by the alphabet, have been such as to convince them that 
an agency bey~nd the control of the medium operates on the 
.linger. The productions, they believe, speak for themselves, 
and establish their own character ; they further believe thi1 
science is but in its infancy, and is calculated, if investigated 
in the right spirit, to perform a great work in society, towards 
its progress in goodness and happiness. 

We have no sect to build up, no theory to sustain, but 
limply facts to offer, and we fear not for them the most rigid 
investigation, and would invite all to investigate before they 
eondemn. And if it is done in the right spirit, their labours 
will be abundantly rewarded. 
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TO THE SKEPTIC. 
.• 

.· . . . .. . 
. . . 

Before entering more fully into the subject matter of the foiO: · 
lowing pages, it is thought best to devote a few minutes to 
your especial benefit. 

We approach you first, because we desire your conversion­
we desire to prepare your mind for what is to follow. We do 
not this on our own account, but on yours; we have experienced 
for months, the ineffable delight of almost daily intercourse 
with the spirits of our departed relatives and friends-of this 
we are confident, there is no supposition, no perhaps, no doubt 
in the case. We have not come to this conclusion in a hasty 
and inconsiderate manner-it is the result of patient investi­
gation-of tried experiments-not of one only but of many, 
not confined to one form of inquiry, but every imaginable 
iest has been submitted-and the result is irresistible. Being 
convinced ourselves by the uiost incontestable evidence of 
the truth of these manifestations, we ask your candid and honest 
bearing. We are fully aware of your position in relation to 
these matters; we know that you have had no opportunities 
of investigating; we know that the subject is so far distant 
from any tliing you have ever before been called upon to ex­
amine, and that the ridicule and scorn with which it has been 
usailed by the press, and to •ome extent the pulpit too, h~ve 
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tended to place it in your·cstl!Dation, as a matter of very trifling 
import-unworthy of -a·fiuious thought or a candid inquiry. 
·we would ask you nolt-., for your-own sakes, to suspend farther 
judgment until y!)u.~ualify yourselves to decide intelligently; 
an opinion form~ ~.ithout due deliberationi s not of much value, 
and he who 'frivcs an opinion in regard to any matter, of which 
he is ignl)r4nt.; stands a good chance of rendering himself lu­
dicrou~ ii:: t~e estimation of those who have been more fortunate 
in the'lr. researches. 

'\YI) desire your conversion to the new philosophy because we 
. do~r" your happiness in common with our own. Our enjoy­

, :~eilt in conversing with those whose transition has preceded 
ours is not more than half realized, while so few of our fellow 
beings are capable of sympathizing with us. The pleasure 
given us by these communications is inexpressible, "nd we 
know you would enjoy it as much as we-hence our desire 
to enlist your interest in the subject. 

Can there be a grander idea-a more magnificent thought­
than that of holding familiar converse with those loved ones 
around whose dying bed you have sorrowed, and over whose 
graves you have wept 1 Is the thought of immortality a trifling 
one ~ No, it is the great burden of our existence, and none 
are exempt from contemplating it. Even the Stoic Atheist 
with his cold and gloomy theories of annihilation, has his mo­
ments of misgivings-terrible misgivings!! Annihilation! 
what a word-Death !-the Coffin!-the Grave! and all is over. 
Chilling, freezing thought !-No, give us immortality, give us 
an eternity of torture even, rather than a nonentity in the great 
tTniverse of God. 

Skeptic, thou art immortal, and whether thou wilt or no, thou 
art destined for the Eternal Spheres. Hast thou a Father 
that has gone before thee, a Mother, a Sister, a Brother or a 
loTed Companion l-form, from amongst thy suniving friends 
an Harmonia! Circle-and the Spirits of thy departed relatives 



will speak from their higher conditions, and tell thee thou art 
immortal, and invite thee to often commune with them. 

The matter of conversing with the inhabitants of the spi'rit 
world is not confined to the few, it is a privelege that all may 
enjoy who desire it-the means are as much within the reach of 

;: one as another; all that is required, is to induce the proper 
conditions. 

Skeptics, we have encountered you of every grade-we have 
found you amongst the candid and truthful inquire111, and 
amongst the captious and sneering. The honest yet scornful 
Infidel, and the sleek, dissembling popular religionist are alike 
represented by you. We meet you in the princely mansion of 
the wealthy, and the more humble abodes of the poor-amongst 
the learned and the ignorant-and your "name is legion"­
but while you oppose, persecute and ridicule this matter, its 
few, weak and dispised advocates and admirers, see nothing in 
your conduct or treatment towards them, nor can they glean 
anything from your arguments or ribaldry, calculated to con­
vince them that what their eyes have repeatedly seen, their 
ears more often heard, and their sensations frequently experi~ 
enced, and what you yourselves, if you desire it, may see, hear 
and feel, is imagination or delusion, or that they are not real, 
tangible existences. 

Why is it that these spiritual manifestations are so con­
temptuously treated, and those who have been convinced of 
their realities, by having enjoyed more favourable opportunities 
than yourselves, are so unmercifully ridiculed and scorned 1 

Can a solitary reason be given for such conduct on your part 1 

Is there any thing harmful or injurious to society growing out 
of them 1 On the contrary can there be any thing more en­
nobling to the feelings, more exalting to the character of an 
individual, than to have the assurance drawn from visible, 
audible, tangible evidences, that he has at all times surround-

o'l' izedbyGoogle 
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ing him the spirits of those he loved while in the body, guar­
ding, directing and impressing him, soothing his sorrows and 
augmenting his joys. Who is there that is base enough to 
wilfully do wrong, when made sensible that he is surrounded 
by such kind and deeply interested influences 1 

Is it because of the simplicity and meekness of the mani­
festations, that they are rejected and contemned 1 Were the 
spirits to manifest themselves in more magnificence and pomp, 
ant! to the great and wealthy-were · they wont to present 
~hemaelves on your Sabbath days, in your meeting houses, by 
the side of your ministers, wearing golden crowns, and clothed 
in "purple and fine linen," and respond with a hearty amen~ to 
their sectarian dogmas in the presence of all the people, then 
perhaps they might be considered worthy of your notice and 
regard. So when Jesus was born in the manger; the meanness 
and obscurity of his first appearance among men, caused him 
to be rejected and despised, his subsequent miraculous doings 
denied, and him persecuted and crucified by the skeptical Jews. 
Had he come in pomp and grandeur, working his miracles and 
doing his deeds of love, and filling his mission of mercy, he 
would have been crowned King of the Jews, instead of being 
cast off as the humble and obscure carpenter's son. What a 
similitude between the ingress of the two greatest eras of the 
world. First, the manifestation of God to man through the 
medium of humble birth and parentage, and second, the opening 
of a direct communication with the spirit world, through the 
medium of an unostentacious signal, a single rap, an elec­
trical concussion. 

Let it not be considered sacrilege when you are told that 
the commencement of the Christian Era was no greater nor more 
glorious, and no more important to the temporal and spiritual 
welfare of mankind, than the commencement of the Spiritual 
Bra, in the middle of the nineteenth century. 
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For more than eighteen hundred years bas the Spirit of God 
as manifested in the flesh, been striving with his creature man, 
through the medium of his guardian angels, to bring him to 
a full conception of his love and goodness; and it is only now 
that he has been enabled to embrace the grand idea of a certain 
hereafter, and· of God's ineffable goodness, through physical 
evidences, operating on his physical senses. Men, through all 
past times, have been convinced of spiritual impressions, and 
have acted in accordance with . them, while many have pro­
fessed to be governed by such impressions, who never knew but 
very little about them, thus acting hypocritically, and destroy­
ing the influence of the honest and truthful. 

The spiritual manifestations, as we have them, are not wholly 
dependent upon certain internal conditions of particular in­
dividuals, but they address themselves to the external, as well 
as the internal senses of all who approach them with a proper 
spirit, and with an honest desire to become convinced and 
thereby benefitted by them. 

Upon what point rests your _.Uepticism 1 .D.o you ce::.y !!:~ 
existance of the sounds or raps that have been heard and tes­
tified to, by hundreds and thousands who have been favoured 
with opportunities of hearing them 1 Can you put no confidence 
in what your friends tell you 1 Or are you charitable enough 
to look upon them as the dupes of some practitioner of leger­
demain or jugglery; or do you imagine that they may be affect­
ed by some auricular deception; or do you adinit that there 
are llillllistakable sounds produced by an invisable agency? You 
may trouble yourselves as much as you choose about the char­
acter of these phenomena; you may risk your reputation, by 
giving them a flat denial, or ~k your ingenuity to discover 
an explanation ; but you cannot alter the facts. In the presence 
of a medium there are the sounds, unexplained and inexplica­
ble upon any other principle than that which is claimed for them. 
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But admitting the sounds to be deceptive, or the result of 
trickery, whence comes the intelligence connected with them 1 
How is to be accounted for the answering of the ten thousand 
test questions that are being continually put, in every possible 
form, and under every variety of circumstances (consistant 
with proper conditions,) and these mentally or inaudibly, or 
written and unknown to any one present 1 

But says one who has heard the sounds, perhaps once or 
twice, and under the most unfavourable conditions, one who 
has approached the subject distrustfully, looking for nothing 
but trickery and expttcting nothing but deception, "I am not 
certain that there is intelligence connected with the sounds.'' 
He may not be certain, but that does not destroy the fact; that" 
does not relieve the honest enquirer of the conviction that he 
cannot resist, from repeated experiments under more favourable 
circumstances. ' 

Who is it that is at all familiar with the doings of the 
epirits at the circles, and in the private families where the me­
diums reside, that has not heard them beat time to music, seen 
articles of furniture move, and witnessed their manifestations 
repeatedly, and in various ways, placing the observer in a 
position requiring much greater effort to resist the evidence, 
than to receive it 1 

Skeptic, if you think there is any reality in these things and 
desire to drink of the pure water from this heavenly fountain' 
let us again impress you to approach the subject with candor, 
and with a willingness to be convinced, as soon as the evidence 
shall be sufficient. You must abandon the idea of its being a 
deception or a cheat, if you desire to be benefited by it ; if 
you cannot approach it without these feelings you had better 
wait awhile, you are not yet prepared for the investigation ; 
if you expect to be dealt honestly with, you must be hone.t 
yourself. Search for trutk, not deception. 



THE MEDIUMS. 

In order to have spiritual manifestations, it is necessary that 
a medium be present. Some persons are natural mediums ; 
others require more or less preparation. In order to prepare 
a medium, the person to be prepared must give up all self-eon.: 
trol, all resistance, and resign him or herself to the entire di­
rection and control of the spirits. Sometimes the process of 
preparation or developement is easy an!f quick, at other times it 
ia protracted and difficult, but it is alw\Ys rendered more easy 
and quicker of accomplishment by perfect resignation and en-
tire non-resistance. • 

All the conditions of the mediums are not clearly understood, 
but the character of the communications depends very much 
on the condition of the medium. A high order of communi­
cations cannot be obtained through, or in the presence of a 
low medium ; neither can low communications be received in 
the presence of a high medium. 

It is the physical condition of the medium that favours the 
production of the sounds or raps; but it is the intellectual 
and moral conditions that give character to the intelligence 
connected with the sounds, manifestations or communications. 

There is a peculiar electrical condition that is necessary for 
the production of sounds, and this may exist in a person of a . 
very low moral or intellectual developement; where this is 
the case, the communications received will be of a correspond­
ing character, because they come from a low order of, or unde­
Teloped spirits. High, or developed spirits cannot approach a 
low medium, nor can low spirits approach a high medium. 

The discrepancy in the character of the communication•, 
obtained from time to time and from various places, which have 
perplexed the believers in the spiritual manifestations, and 
afforded food for the ~keptical, is owing entirely to this cause. 
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The low, and apparently untruthful communications that have 
been received, are just as much spiritual, as those of the highes~ 
moral and intellectual order ; the same lawa being obeyed in 
procuring the one as the other, but different mediums, or differ­
ent conditions of the same medium, were present when they 
~ere obtained. There is a difference in the character of the 
communications received through the same medium at different 
times, and under different circumstances, but not in the same 
degree, as that existing between communications coming from 
high and low mediums. 

These differences in the communications have been attribu­
ted to the spirits, incfependent of the conditions of the medi­
ums. It has been thought that good and bad spirits were 
alone concerned, as the communications were good or bad, or 
of a high or low order, and most physical demonstrations have 
been regarded as the work of bad spirits. The terms "good" 
and "bad," as applied to the spirits, have nev erbeen recog­
nized by them, in their communications to any who have held 
converse with them in Philadelphia. The terms used to ex­
press what is generally understood as "good" and "bad," as 
applied to them, are "developed" and "undeveloped" or "high" 
and "low" spirits. These are terms more in accordance with 
truth and philosophy. It is impossible for a spirit to be bad; 
the spirit of man is an emanation from God, an essence of Di­
vine origin. This is universally admitted. Man may degrade 
his higher nature by indulging in his animal propensities; he 
may commit all manner of what the world calls sin, in the in­
dulgence of them, and thereby prevent the growth and de­
velopement of his spirituality, and violate the law of progress 
instituted for its growth and developement; but that cannot 
effect the nature of the divine essence itself, within him, which 
is continually striving against his sinful indulgences. n 
belongs to none of God's high and holy attributes, to permit 
this, the object of his greatest love and regard, to be thua tar-
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niahed by the lower natves of the earthly talieroacle, to which 
it has been entruated for the purpose of folfilling oeriain laws, 
instituted in in6nite love and goodness. No, there can be no 
bad spirits. The term "low" or "undeveloped" spirit conveys 
the correot idea, and no other one should be entertained. 
l\"hen the spirit leaves this deformed and brutalized tenement, 
ruined by excessive indulgences in its own /lower nature, 
though starved, dwarfish and undeveloped, is spirit still; still 
the same divine origin, and destined for an eternity in the 
presenoe of ita infinite great and good Father. 

Those denominated "good spirits" are the "high" or "de­
veloped" ones, those, that when in the body, aided by the cir­
cumstances of superior organization, education, associations, 
train :ng, &e., of the individuals, were enabled to hold a greater 
control over them, direoting and influencing them to the cul.,. 
tivation of the high and the good, thus favouring the condi· 
tions for their superior growth and development. 

The spirits observe another law of infinite goodness; that 
of affinity, and are drawn to their kind. Hence low spirits are 
drawn to low mediums, or those whose spirits assimilate with 
themselves; and high or developed spirits, to high, or moral and 
intellectual mediums. A high moral and intellectual medium, 
may sometimes, be in a temporary or inferior condition, when, 
in obedience to the same law, a lower order of spirits may a~ 
proaeh apd communicate ; hence the difference in the order of 
communications, through the same medium, at dift'erent times. 

Though the presence of a medium is necessary for the p~" 

duction of the sounds, he or she cannot control them. Sounds 
cannot always be produced in the presence of a medium ; there 
are other conditions required, but all the other conditions may 
be as fa'Yourable as possible, yet the sounds cannot be produced 
without a medium. 

2 
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The medium cannot induce the nece8Mry Electrical con­
ditwns by any act of volition, when it is not natural; it then be­
comes the reealt of a certain preparatory process, which is work­
ed out by spiritual agency alone, and the means employetl to 

J I effect ~_o( a ~a~etic or M!.~e_ri.~ ch.arr:c~· 
/I The poor mediums havetObear tllemost of the abuse that is 

showered, in unmeasured profusion upon the subject of spiritual 
manifestations ; their reputations have been most uncharitably 
assailed, their motives most wickedly impugned, and trickery, 
deception, and all manner of baseness attributed to them. 
The pubEc press, the professions, termed learned and liberal, 
have all meanly lent their influence to injure, calumniate and 
ruin unprotected innocence and untarnished virtue, without 
tile least shadow of guilt or suspicion. Oh! shame ! 

Long may that precious gem, the pamphlet of the Buffalo 
Doct-ors be preserved, as a memento of learned imbecility and 
high toned meanness. The calumniators themselves would take 
it as extremely unkind, should mediums be prepared from 
amongst their choice friends, those whose kindness and amiabil-
ity of character had endeared them to all their acquaintances,to 
have tlum arraigned before the public, by means of the preM 
and otherwise,and there held up as deceivers, and capable of all 
manner of wickedness and crime. Properly qualified, ~d high-
ly developed mediums are very modest of their powers, and ex­
Geedingly unobtrusive; only consenting to go where duty calls 
them, at the same time they shrink from no interior impres­
sions or requirements, on account of the abuse they may en­
counter. Who is it, that is familiar with their trials, and eog­
nixant to the insults they often receive from bigoted and un­
principled skeptios; who that has seen the heavings of the 
emotioned soul within them, and beheld the great tear trickle 
down the motionless cheek, while they have yielded with lamb­
like submission to the upbraidings of their opposers, and with • 
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true Christian meebeas submitted to their wrongs ; who, we 
eay, that has witnei!Bed suchscenes,do not feel theJD.ielves drawn 
towards them with the warmest sy~pathy 1 He who would 
thus otf~nd, evinces a pitiable deficiency of true mAnliness, 
and he who would not become the volunteer defender ·of per­
secuted innocence, and that too, in the face even of the much 
dreaded public sentiment, lacks that courage that becomes a 
ID&Il. 

Newly developed mediums are often subject to a great amount 
of mental suffering, from a want of a due appreciation of their 
own powers ; they witness the phenomena of which they are 
the passive agents, but cannot realize the great fact that 
they are the " heavenly anointed ones," appointed as instru­
ments, to convince the world of the great truths of spiritual 
manifestations; they fear they may be deceived themselves, and 
are deceiving others. And often it is not until after they have 
experienced, in their own persons, the most powerful and 
sometimes violent manifestations, and the deepest mental im­
pressions, that they can yield their incredulity, and resign 
themselves up entirely to spiritual inftuences. 

We have said that the mediums are not inftuenced by any 
• act of volition. The process of development or . preparation ; 

commonly commences by some strange sensations, for which ' 
the person cannot account ; sometimes there is more or less 
giddiness, with a general numbness, pervading the . whole 
system, with an irresistible drowsiness ; these paroxysms are of 
frequent .occurrence, and continue from fifteen minutes to three 
hours or longer ; as the process advances, the attacks continue 
longer, and the drowsiness becomes deeper and deeper, until 
entire insensibility supervene. If these conditions be not re­
sisted or interfered with, the new medium will arouse from the 
de~p sleep, refreshed and sprightly 
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This process is necessary for the improvement and re&le-
t 1 ment of the ~trical condition of the system, and may con­

tinue for months bef~re it is completed ; it being an involuntary 
physical condition, resistance or interference with it, produces 
physical suft'erin:gs, which continue sometimes for many ho11r8. 
After the process has commenced, resistance is vain ; should 
the person affected, manifest a determination not to yield to 
the influence, the suffering will be intense and protracted. 
Not unfrequently the process is attended with convulsive mo­
tions, more or less severe. Sometimes the relations and friends 
of the undeveloped mediums become alarmed, and eoncemed 
for their welfare, not being acquainted with the phenomena at­
tendant upon this condition,and prompted by the kindest regard 
and affection towards them, interpose their interference, and by 
remonstrance and entreaty vainly endeavour to persuade them 
to resist the influence, and abandon · the matter. In doin! 
this, they entirely misplace their kindness, and in reality in­
flict upon them a much greater amount of suft'ering. The 
mental condition, which should be preserved in calmness and 
equanimity, in order to secure a speedy consummation of the 
work, becomes disturbed and disquieted, to overcome which, 
additional physical and mental training becomes necessary. • 
This involves additional physical and mental suffering. Often 
the mediums would gladly avail themselves of the council of 
their friends, but that is not in their power. The influence 
will continue with them, whether they will or not, whether 
they attend the circles or not. During the intermission of the 
paroxyiDIB, they should be encouraged to resignation and non­
resistance, and the mind kept passive and comfortable, instead 
of receiving rebukes ~nd discouragement in regard to matters 
which they cannot con4'ol. Arrangements can be made with 
the spirits to operate at appointed tQpes J this is often done, so 
that the process sllall not ipterfere witP. tP.e ordip~cy vocationa 
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of the mediums. Evenin8" or. regular timea should be ap­
propriated to that purpose, and when such arrangements are 
made, nothiDg should be permitted to interfere with them. 
The spirits will observe the closest punctuality. Such ar­
rangements once made, they will not permit to be broken 
until the preparation or development shall have been com­
pleted. There is evidently an intelligence connected with the 
phenomena which is not to be thwarted. After having passed 
this ordeal, the newly developed mediums, appear to be the 
especial favourites of heaven. 

The spirits are enabled to approach them at all times, and 
the impression they are capable of making, both mentally 
and by physical manifestation, are of the greatest value, as 
well in relation to temporal, as spiritual matters. This is the 
experience of those investigating the subject in Philadelphia. 

Further information in reference to the management of, and 
conduct towards the mediums, during the process of develop· 
ment, will be given subsequently, when treating of the forma­
tion and management of circles. 



THE FIRST MANIFESTATIONS. 

The free, inquiring mind, most probably by this time, has 
discover~d that those spiritual manifesjations are not entirely 
unphilosophical and unworthy of thought or enquiry. If this 
opinion has been, or shall be removed, one great step has al- . 
ready been taken towards an honest investiption, and this is 
all that is required to insure conviction. No unbiased, un­
prejudiced mind can approach the subject with a willingness to 
be convinced, that will not be compelled to yield pre-con­
ceived notions, to the overwhelming amount of evidence that 
will be forced upon it. 

It was in this untrammeled state of mind, that some ten or 
twelve individuals of both sexes, in the City of Philadelphia, 
agreed to enter upon an investigation of those phenomena 
of which they had heard from different sources, termed 
";Rochester Knockings," "Spiritual Manifestations," "Myste­
rious Noises," &c. Only two of the number had ever witnessed 
any demonstrations, and from what they had seen, we.-e con• 
vinoed that there wa& enough in the matter to justify an effort 
at investigation. The rest of the number, were all more or 
less skeptical, and none able fully to appreciate the ~atness 
of the subject upon which they were about to enter, as mani· 
fested in the subsequent developments. 

Most of these individuals were intimate friends, each· con· 
fiding in tho other's integrit7, friend$ tba,t bad \)eep befote eu· 

.. 
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gaged together in other great, moral and philosopical enter­
priles. Their labours in thi8 field of research, were commenced 
wider circumstances where deception, collision or intrigue 
were entirely out of the question. None desired to be de­
oeived, none wished to deceive, but all were anxious to arrive 
at the truth. 

Philadelphia was new ground, neither the much abused and 
injured Fox family, nor any other mediums, had ever visited 
the city in the capacity of mediums, nor had there ever been a 
single manifestation in the city, that had ever come to the 
knowledge of one of the individuals concerned. The two 
gentlemen who had witnessed the phenomena, visited the city 
of New York, for that purpose. 

Their means of aoquiring instruction, in reference to the for­
mation and management of a circle were very limited, and 
many disadvantages arising from this cauae, were to be over· 
come by patience and perseverance. No foreign aid was ob­
tained, the council of no experienced circle was made available; 
but the work was undertaken with sincerity of purpose, and 
an entire reliance on the honest endeavours of each individual 
to induce the proper conditions. 

Under these circumstances, the work was commenced by 
holding the first meeting on the ninth of October, 1850. <--

No regular organization was entered into for some time, but 
regular meetings were held every Sunday evening, and also 
duriDg the week, at the houses of those interested. 

One ()~ the ladies engaged.in the w?rlt, had been, ~~r years, a r 
~ cl&IrVQY.ant, and when m the third state, condition or de- 1 
pe of Mesmerism, into which state she could often pass ' 
voluntarily ;she would encourage the circle freque11tly in their · 
labours, and often give important directions in reference to the 
conduct of the members. When in this third state, ~e ar 



peared to be 80 tar removed from exWD&l iutueuoee aod con-
. ditions, and 80 interior .in her pereeptiou, as to be wholly u­
coDSCiou of extemal circumetaoeea, and highly eudowed wiUl 
.interior impressioos. While in this state, she would inform t.he 
circle of the presence of the guardian spirits of those present, 
and their willingness to communicate, as soon as favourable 
conditions could be induced, urging them to secure a greater 
degree of harmony, and encouraging them to persevere, aaying, 
" you will get the responses soon. " 

Thu for four months, the meetings were held weekly, and 
often !lemi and tri-weekly, without a single response. At each 
Dleeting the elairvoy~when in the state, would be questioned; 
Shall we have the responses tArnight1 The answer was invariably 
"No," until the evening of February lOth, 1851, when to the 
usual question, the answer was " Not Dl&DY, " causing a gle&Dl 
of hope to dart through the Blinds of all present. AIDlost im­
D16diately after this answer was given, the clairvoyant became 
DlUCh agitated, and a lady sitting opposite to her started back 
in alarm, exclaiming" I felt something right under my hands." 
One of the gentlemen who had heard the .sounds in New York 
recognized them here, they were also heard by all present; the 
gentleman said joyfully " We have them with us, calm your ex­
citement and we can get responses. " All endeavoured to 
obey the injunction, but with little success, for at each response 
to a question, the various feelings of the members would again 
rush forth. Each one present received answers to inquirie8 
for guardian spirits, and satisfactory responses were reeeived 
to a number of test questions. 

The medium, for such had the 1ady now become, when in the 
interior condition, had previously to this; froquently seen the 
spirits a great way oft', and often had had communion with 
them. They would occasionally impres~ her with messagea to 
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the cirele to be of good cMer; that we should have communi­
cations as soon as we were prepared for them. She also told 
them that there was no medium in the circle, but that she 
woald be the tim to become one. 

At the time these first responses were heard, the mediunt 
was in the iJaterior condition ; after the manifestatiods had con­
tinaed a short time, she informed the · circle that she would 
wake up, aad the responses would continue; this proved to be 
correct, but the sounds were much lower. The meeting ad­
jotlrned at a late hour, the members feeling that they had been 
richly repaid for the four month's preparation. What earthly 
treasures could have afforded a richer reward 1 For the first 
time their ears had been saluted with sounds from the other 
world; the dark and impenetrable gulf hitherto existing between 
them and the eternal fature, had been annihilated as if by 
magic; that awful veil, through which their mental vision had 
never before penetrated, was at once withdrawn, and they were 
enabled to inhale through their physical senses, sweet and 
soothing intelligence from the celestial spheres. Long absent 
friends stood in their midst, old associations were revived, and 
interesting conversations were held. Parents met children, 
children met parents; brothers and sisters, husbands and wives, 
after what they had supposed an eternal separation, greeted 
each other in sweet and holy communion, and seemed to be 
locked in long and fond embraces ; tears of joy at these happy 
meetings, gushed freely from many eyes, and all hearts swelled 
with emotions of gratitude to the Supreme Ruler of the Uni­
verse, for having instituted laws by which these much desired, 
most desirable developments might be unfolded to his intelli· 
gent creation. 

The sneering skeptic may laugh, the pions skeptic may sigh, 
at what they may term blind credulity;-but that will not do 
away with the facts as they existed, and continue to exist~ nor 



obliterate the recollecti.ona of thoee delightful emotlou that 
were excited on that memorable oeeaaion. At this meeting ao 
arrangement wu made with the spirita, that oae rap should 
aignify no, three yes, and two a medium between yes and ~ 
aa perhaps, partially, &e., &e. 

After this, the meetings were held niglltly for a short time, 
during which the sounds increased in loudness and t'requeocy, 
but no eommunioationa by the alphabet had been received, 
neither had there been any physical demonstrations. The first 
effort at spelling was made on the evening of the 19th of Feb., 
1851, which consisted of these words, "You are to have the 
d-" The sentence was left thWJ unfinished, with a promise to 
complete it at the next meeting, should the conditions be mote 
favourable. 

On the 22nd, the circle again met; the responses were very 
good. · The question was asked, Can you finish the sentence 
commenced at last meeting 1 To which a negative answer was 
obtained. Then the question was asked, Can you impress the 
medium with what you desired to communicate 1 AII81Ver-yes. 
Will you please do it 1 Answer-yes. The medium being in 
the interior condition presently became somewhat agitated, and 
ip a few minutes observed, "He was trying to tell you that 
you . are to have the demonstrations more powerfully soon. " 

On the evening of the 23d, after having had very good and 
satisfactory responses, the table around which the circle was 
Beatcd, was observed to be in a vibratory motion; this was suc­
ceeded by its being raised about li inches from the il.oor, and 
moved backwards and forwards, and then settle to ita place 
This phenomenon was not observed to the satisfaction of all 
present; a request was made to have it repeated, which was 
done in a minute or two, to the astonishment of all. 

From this time almQst every meeting, Cor some weeks, was 
visited by physical demonstrations, more or less violent, 
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Sometimes to the uninitiated and uncon&ding they would have 
been terrific. Often a shudder of terror would pervade the 
most of the circle, until they could feel full confidence in the 
often repeated assurances of the spirits, that no personal injury 
should be sustained by any of the circle. 

A description of the demonstrations is not deemed advisable, 
as the public credulity has already been taxed to quite as great 
an extent as can be borne. If the facts already set forth, or 
those that are to follow, are doubted, we advise the doubters 
to form circles amongst their friends, or in their families, 
observe the directions hereafter given, and induce the proper 
conditions, and they can have them for themselves; then there 
will be no danger of being deceived. Unless they are willing 
to comply with this requisition and make an honut, persevering 
effort, (which will certainly be crowned with success,) their 
doubts and objections are of but little value, either to them­
selves, or others. 

The question has many times been asked, Why do spirits 
perform such strange and antic capers 1 If they are spirits 
that do these things, they must be bad spirits, &c. To this 
question we would answer, these demonstrations are necessary 
to induce the proper conditions in the mediums and circles, for 
a higher order of communications. If the why and wherefore 
are desired, we again repeat, form circles ; have them for your­
selves; and a satisfactory explanation will attend them. 

Those who first entered upon the investigation, having be­
come so deeply interested in the subject, many of them could 
not resist the temptation of inviting their friends, occasionally, 
to visit the circle and witness the doings there; by this means 
the meetings would often be so large, that many could not be 
accommodated satisfactorily, and frequently the harmony of 
the circle would be disturbed by scurrilous remarks from some 
skeptical intruders, and the object of the meeting defeated. 
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Tho meetings havhtg thus become very large, and 01~11 w­

harmonious, and tlte conditions necessarily more or less dis­
turbed, it was though~ best to organize a private circle, which 
was done on Monday evening, February 24th, 1851. Ten 
persons constituted the first regularly organized circle in this 
city; this number was subsequently increased from time to time, 
to eighteen. The organization was called "Philadelphia Har­
monia! Circle, A. " 

It was at this meeting of the private circle where the power­
ful demonstrations above alluded to, commenced. The circle 
held their meetings strictly private; with occasionally rare ex­
ceptions on Saturday, Sunday and Wednesday evening, at the 
houses of the members. After this change in the arrange­
ments, the little gatherings became more and more intensely 
interesting, new developments were continually being made, 
and the progression was rapid. It became the policy of the 
members to say but very little out of the circle, of what 
transpired within it. The minds of the people were known 
not to be prepared for the statements that might be made. 
No effort whatever was made to influence the public mind in 

· favour of the subject. Strenuous efforts were made to pre­
serve it from the public notice. The charges of selfishness 
and exclusiveness, were incurred to a great extent. 1\lany 
minds however became honestly and anxiously interested in 
the matter; as these were discovered, opportunities were given 
at their requests, to be gratified by means of accommodation 
meetings. As the interest increased, these meetings became 
more and more frequent, sometimes amounting to two or three 
a week, for the accommodation of different companies. Fre­
quently they were highly interesting, and occasionally favoured 
with convincing physicai demonstrations. The circle mostly 
received kin<'ncss and hospitality from those strangers whose 
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invitations they received, occasionaliy however, the treatment 
towards them was rude and indecorous; this invariably came· 
from invited guests, who for once in their lives, had got into 
society who knew what civility was. 

The deep and abiding interest that had taken hold on the 
minds of many, moved them to action, and nearly simulta­
neously, by them were instituted several new circles, some of 
which being composed of discordant elements, soon disorgani­
zed and gave up the work, but most of them have persevered 
and are doing exceedingly well, some have been favoured with 
various manifestations in the way of preparing mediums &c., 
and one of the new circles ha.S already received several im­
portant communications. 

Here again was a new field of labour opened for circle A. 
they were in almost every case, in the formation of a new 
circle, called upon to visit them, to aid them by their experi­
ence, and encourage them onward in their labours of love and 
goodness. The regular tri-weekly meetings of the circle, the 
frequent accommodation meetings, and the visiting of new 
circles, for weeks occupied all their leisure time, and in fact 
often drew largely on that portion of it devoted to business. 
Several afternoons were given, to the gratification of the honest 
and candid inquirers. Thus commenced and progressed the 
great work in the city of Philadelphia. 

Shortly after the formation of circle A., several members com­
menced being operated on by the spirits, in the manner before 
described, sometimes they would begin to be affected immedi­
ately upon taking their seats at the table, at other times they 
would remain seated, some quarter or half an hour before the 
process commenced ; when this was the case, and conditions fa­
vourable, the responses would be f~ee and loud, but after the 

8 
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operations commenced with the new, or undeveloped mediums1 .· 

no more answers to questions could be obtained during the 
continuanee of the process. The first medium was alao. at . 
times, made the subject of exercises more or lesa severe. 
Up<~n one occasion when she was being operated upon, and 
before the circle had become in a condition to receive instruc­
tions in relation to the mediums, strong efforts . were made to . 
get responses to questions, but without. effect. .All this time 
a succession of raps were heard upon the table; several ques- . 
tiona were asked, with a view of ascertaining what. was meant. 
by them, but no answer was given. .At length one. a,sked '' is­
the alphabet desired 1" To this there was. an ~tive 
answer. One of the members eommenc<Jd repeating it, whe.n . 
the following sentence was spelled out. " You cannot. have 
responses while we are operating on . the medi~. " Shortly. 
after another signal for the alphabet waa given, whe~ the 
following wa.s. communicated. " .Always let the medium repeat 
the alphabet. " This was the second effort at spelling; and 
was much more prompt than the first ; the sentences were 
spelled out by the spirit of the medium's mother.. This 
occurred on the eighth of March, 1851. 

.At the next meeting, held March 9th, the circle, unmindful 
of what had been told them, were again very solicitous of 
getting responses while the mediums were being. acted on. 
When the following was spelled out in like manner. "The 
medium is not in a condition to have good responses to night." 
.Again. " They are preparing mediums for other circles. " 
.After this, efforts were seldom made to get answers to questions 
while the mediums were under spiritual training. 

This process of preparation consists of a kind of mesmeric 
condition induced entirely by spiritual influence, which, as it 
progresses, carries the snbject deeper and deepet into iDsensi-
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bility. If it be not resisted or interfered with, will generally 
pass of in from one to two hours. 

Upon two or three occasions private meetings of the circle 
were held, and continued for two and a half hours without a 
single response or manifestation, further than operating on the 
mediums; the whole of the evening being consumed in that 
way. 



THE FORMATION AND MANAGEMENT OF CIRCLES. 

Circles composed of from ten to eighteen persons, of both 
sexes, have been adopted, as the best means of inducing the 
proper conditions, for the productions of the manifestations, 
and tile preparation of the mediums. 

Attention should be paid the Electrical conditions of the 
individuals composing a circle, in reference to the positive and 
negative. Those of grossness and masculinity of nature, 
whether male or female, are considered positive ; and those 
more refined, and feminine in their natures, organization and 
developments, are considered negative. A circle to be formed 
to the best advantage, or in strict compliance with the natural 
laws, as far as have been discovered, most favourable to the 
development of the desired phenomena, should be composed of 
an equal number, possessing the positive and negative con­
ditions. 

The state of mind in regard to the subject, of the persons 
proposed for members of a circle, should also be taken into 
consideration ; and none but the candid, honest, truth-seeking 
inquirers should be admitted. Honest skepticism, with a wil­
lingness candidly to investigate, should not be made an objec­
tion ; but the captious and sneering should be excluded, as 
there can be no harmony where they come in contact with 
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the trilthful ·and earnest. The objectionable individuals re­
quire more ·time for the preparation of their minds, and a 
delay of a few months before they are admitted, will be profita­
ble, alike to themselves, the circles and the cause. 

Differences in religious views should not be made an objec­
tion; provided all sectarianism, and theological discussions, be 
w/wlly.and positively excluded from the circle. Harmony iS 
an essential condition ; and without it all efforts to induce the 
manifestations will prove abortive. And during the sessions 
of the circle, every individual should consider it his and her 
iniperative duty, to cultivate kind and harmonious feelings 
towards every other member; every one should also endeavour 
to induce a oneness of thought, and a single condition of 
mind. In this way a proper degree of harmony can be induced. 
It cannot be expected that this condition can be attained in a 
single evening, or many; it may require months to effect it ; 
but let the effort be earnestly and perseveringly made, and the 
result Will follow, sooner or later. 

These conditions also favour the development of mediums. 
Where discord is allowed, or a want of perfect harmony, this 
process will be greatly retarded; and the mediums subjected 
to much physical and mental suffering. Therefore if a quick 
and ea.Sy development of the mediums is desired, let there be 
perfect harmony in the circle. 

The severity with which the mediums are often handled, 
while undergomg the process of development or preparation, 
has been, by those not acquaiilted with the process or the 
necessary conditions, looked upon as the result of cruelty, on 
the part of the Spirits; wlule all the difficulty arises from their 
own misconduct as members of the circle, and an unjustifiable 
resistance on the part of the mediums themselves. 

8 .. 
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. Let none be deterred from forming a circle, for the want 
of a medium. It is difficult to collect together ten or twelve 
individuals, amongst whom not one can be found that will 
become a medium ; it is generally found that out of that number 
there are two or three who are capable ofbecoming mediums in 
a comparatively short time. A solemnity of demeanor is not 
necessary in a well conducted circle; a reasonable degree of 
cheerfulness is advisable; extravagant levity is not desirable. 
By observing a medium between the two extremes, a passive 
state of mind is more readily induced ; this is a condition also 
easential to the early induction of the manifestations, and 
should be observed as far as possible, both on the part. of the 
mediums and the circle. Vocal and instrumental music, 
favours the inducement of this condition. 

The desired number of proper persons, having concluded to 
enter upon the investigation of this deeply interesting subject, 
let them meet at a convenient place, (the houses of the mem­
bers, are generally selected) and be seated around a table 
sufficiently large to accommodate them comfortably; arran­
ging them so as to have a positive and negative person opposite 
each other. This arrangement may not be absolutely neces­
sary, but it has been recomm~_ded by A._ ~· Davis, and as it 
is not very diffi.cult of accomplishment, it may be well to 
adopt it. 

The principal advantages to be derived from the arrange­
ments adopted of sitting around a table, are; first, inasmuch 
as some form is necessary for the preservation of order, this is 
a very convenient one; secondly, the persons thus seated, are 

.· , brought closer together, causing a greater concentration of 
Electrical influence, a condition favouring the manifestations; 
thirdly, the table is very convenient to lay books, papers, &c., 
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upon; and fourthly, the social condition is greatly promoted 
by the close proximity existing between the members, while 
thus seated. There are other advantages, also derivable 
from this arrangement, which together with those mentioned, 
make the present plan of forming circles, altogether prefera­
ble to any less consistent with order, convenience and com­
fort. 

The members being seated, let the circle be opened by ap­
propriate vocal or instrumental music, or both; after which, let 
there be reading from some works on Spiritual Philosophy ; 
those of A. J. Davis are preferable. After this, social con· 
versation may be enjoyed, interspersed with occasional singing; 
but all discussions wholly avoided. Thus let the entertain­
ment be varied, and it will be found agreable. Before there 
ar~ any indications of operations on the mediums observed, 
two hours will be a sufficient time to devote to the circle. 

But after such operations shall have commenced, the circle 
should not close until they are through; be the time long or 
short. Many meetings will not be required to be held before 
some one or more of the circle will be observed to be affected 
in some unusual manner. They may be affected in different 
ways-this will be the commencement of the preparatory pro­
cess--let it not be interfered with-let come what may­
be not alarmed-they are in the hands of those better able to 
take care of them than any human agency. Let them not be 
touched or spoken to·, let them say what they may. This 
experience has shown to be much the better plan. It is also 
enjoined by the spirits. 

For further inf~rmation, and a confirmation of that already 
given, the reader is respectfully referred to the following 
communications on the subject, direct from the spirits them-
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iclves, which should be considered the highest authority, and 
should be implicitly relied on, and strictly observed. The 
first was spelled out for the Spirit Messenger; and is given 
word for word as it was received. These communications were 
spelled out by the card, in a manner hereafter to be explained. 

FOR THE SPIRIT MESSENGER. 

"Spirits in the body converse together with the natural or­
gans appropriate to that use. This mode of communication 
is very imperfect, as it does not reveal all the thoughts of the 
Speakers, and thus misunderetandings and deceptions take 
place among the inhabitants of the Earth. As they progress, 
this will gradually be overcome, but it will be a very l~ng 
time before it will be to any extent ; as this is overcome, hap­
piness and confidence will increase on the earth; there cannot 
be perfect happiness where misunderstandings and distrust e:r.­
iat. Society will be organized upon different principles from 
what it now is, when the truth of spiritual communications is 
generally believed. We can then teach man his duty to his 
fellow man ; we can teach him that the interest of one should 
not confiict with that of another, but that all should harmo­
nize together. Then there will be no jealous feelings, and no 
toiling to get more of the worlds goods than a neighbor has 
succeeded in acquiring. We can te~ch him that it is each 
ones duty to take as much care of the affairs of his neigh­
bours u he does of his own, when he can benefit them by so 
doing. Then will confidence in each other and love to God 
and man grow and flourish to an extent never before known 
on the Earth. We can teach man that it is his duty to com­
fort the aftlioted, soothe their sorrows and direct them to seek 
us for comfort and consolation. None shall come to us in 
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vain, for we will freely soothe, advise and guide all who will 
give us the power of doing so, by coming to us in a proper 
-spirit. We cannot approach them if they do not confide in us, 
for distrust repels us ; all is harmony with us, and we cannot 
come where harmony does not exist. A want of harmony in 
the circles prevents our communicating to them now as freely 
as we wish. Nothing should be allowed to disturb the 
harmony of the circle, the minds of the members should be 
fixed on one subject, they should not converse on trivial 
subjects, but they should talk on spiritual matters, or kin­
dred subjects; there should be no arguing in the circle, for 
there is no harmony between persons opposing each other's 
opinions. There should be no skeptics admitted that are not 
candid, for if they come determined to ridicule it, or not be 
collvinced, there can be no harmony between them and the 
rest of the circle. The circles should be very careful about 
admitting strangers, especially before they get the responses, 
as harmony must be preserved if they want mediums pre­
pared in a short time. 

Circles should not despair of getting responses, if they 
meet several months without succeeding in getting any, for it 
requires a longer time to prepare mediums in some circles 
than others; but if all the directions given are observed, they 
may rest Msured they will have responses as quickly as pos­
aible. The circles should consist of from twelve to six­
teen members ; if sixteen cannot be found at the beginning 
that are willing to investigate the matter candidly then it is 
better to commence with a smaller number and enlarge AS op­
portunity occurs for admitting persons of the right stamp. 
The circles should open and close their meetings with singing, 
and also have singing occasionally during the meetings ; they 
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should also read something suitable-Davis' works are the 
best. Such employment fixes the mind on the same subject, . 
thus producing a greater degree of harmony than could other­
wise be done. In some circles it is necessary for the spirits 
to put the undeveloped mediums to sleep in order to develop 
them. When such is the case they should be let entirely 
alone, not touched at all during the time they are asleep ; it 
is very important that the circles read and talk as before di­
rected; nothing should be said about their sleeping, and no 
impatience manifested ; they will be waked up at the proper 
time. The circles will generally have responses during the 
reading and singing, while the undeveloped mediums are 
asleep, for some weeks before they can have answers to ques­
tions. The magnetic cord spoken of by ~avis, may be qsed 
if liked, but it is not necessary. If this is not used, the un­
developed mediums should sit at equal distances around the 
table ; it does not matter how many of them there are in the 
circle ; a number can be prepared as well and as quickly as 
two can. 

The mediums should be of a high moral and intellectual 
caste, in order to have communications with a high order of 
spirits. W c cannot approach low mediums, and cannot re­
spond correctly through them, even if a low medium is sur­
rounded by a good circle ; none but low spirits can respond. 
The circle should be in harmony with. the mediums ; and this 
cannot be the case when the mediums are low and the circles 
are high. The circles should be of as high an order as the 
mediums ; and then more harmony will be preserved than if 
this condition be not observed. 

The circles should confide in us, and be willing to follow all 
of our directions without complaint. The circles should be 

.... 
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willing to meet for the good of the whole ; and. Dot each mem­
ber merely for his own good ; they should be as willing: to meet 
when they know they are going to have no responses as when 
they are sure of having 'them. If they are not willing to do 
this, they had better leave the circle ; for if they take a proper 
interest in this cause, they will be willing to sacrifice their 
own wishes for the welfare of others. A proper interest in 
this matter will make a person entirely unselfish in regard to 
his own particular good. All persons that do not feel thus 
~elfish, may know that they do not feel right in regard to 
it. Many persons are willing to meet till they get the respon­
ses, and after that they do not want to meet at all, unless they 
are sure of getting responses~ This is not right, they do not 

· come to the work in the prop1,1r spirit ; they ought to feel as 
willing to come afterwards as they were before. 

If the circle meets when the developed medium is absent, it 
gives the undeveloped medium a chance of receiving their 
preparation, as well as when the medium is present ; and in 
the end, the whole will be benefited. If the members of cir­
cles attend them in the proper spirit, they will be impressed 
with the importance of them; they will learn to value them so 
highly, that it will be hard to induce them to stay away upon 
any consideration, whether there will be any responses or not. 

The members of the circles should not give up to natural 
sleep, but should endeavour to overcome it by all the means 
in their power ; the condition of the members in this respect 
has an influence on the sleep of the undeveloped mediums ; 
because they are not in harmony with the rest, and when there 
is not harmony, the mediums cannot get into as good a sleep 
as we wish them to. It is better to remain out of the circle 
than to come there to sleep. We cannot respond well while 
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there are any of the members asleep ; if they want good respon­
ses, they must keep awake. The circle should meet twice or 
three times a week. The oftener we have a chance of opera­
ting on the undeveloped mediums the quicker we can prepare 
them; the circles will also feel more interest in the meetings if 
they meet thus often. Davis is wrong in saying, that if they 
meet more than twice a week, it will lose its sacred character. 
H they come to them in the proper spirit, they will learn to 
value them mcire for meeting oftener. 

The more people are assoc:ated with virtuous persons, the 
more they admire them ; instead of becoming disgusted with 
them. So it is with these spiritual communications, the more 
people hear of them, the more will they become impressed with 
their sacred character ; instead of tiring of them. 

H circles follow these directions, they may feel sure of get­
ting responses in as short a time as possible. A circle, meeting 
without a developed medium, will do well to call in a circle 
that has one ; this should be done occasionally to cheer them 
up, and to encourage them to continue their meetings. 

The circle that contains a developed medium, should be wil­
ling to go wherever it can do good. The members should all 
feel that they are all engaged in the same great cause ; and 
should be willing to co-operate with each other, although they 
may sometimes receive unpleasant treatment, by thus going 
out ; they must be willii.tg to endure it for the sake of truth. 
Treat your oppressors in all cases with respect, try to show 
them their folly; but do not be anxious about their conversion, 
they will believe in due time. 

They will then be ashamed of their former conduct, and , 
seek to make reparation, but accept none. Tell them it was 
their ignorance that caused them to act in this manner, and 
they are freely forgiven by you and us. 
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The veil will soon fall off of many eyes, and they will see 
these communications in their true light; then will be a glorious 
era for the world. 

The friends of this cause, should use every endeavour to' 
form circles, and they will be abundantly blessed in a 11hort 
time. 

The circle having a developed medium, should always seek 
our advice, before accepting any invitation, we will tell them 
whether to go or not. It may not be advisable in all cases, 
to go where they are invited; but if we sec a circle really try­
ing to follow our directions, we will be glad to give our con­
sent to accept an invitation from that circle. 

Sometimes circles have been invited out, to be ridiculed, 
then they ought not to go, and we will tell them to stay away; 
for they can do no good at such a place ; we cannot respond 
there, and that gives opposers more chance to quibble about 
the matter. But if circles should get into such a place, they 
should not become excited about it, but leave it all to us. 
The mediums should keep perfectly calm and composed, and 
not allow themselves to be disturbed by any remarks that may 
be made by any of the company ; if this is not done, it de­
creases our power of communicating and we cannot do as well 
a.s we otherwise could. 

Now let all these directions be observed by all circles, and 
they will generally succeed well. 

• Directions spelled uut, for tlte use of Harmonial Circle E, 
at a meeting held .flpril 29th, 1851. 

This circle will soon have gQOd manifestations, if they con­
tinue their meetings in the same spirit as they have hitherto 

4 
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done. They must wait patiently till mediums are prepared for 
them, this will ·be done in as short a time as possible. 

The circle should have something to read, to fix the mind 
on one subject (])avis' Works are the best.) They should open 
and close the meeting with singing. 

The most essential thing to be observed is harmony ; there 
must be harmony, if mediums arc to be prepared; or if good 
manifestations are wanted. 

There must be no argu.ing in the circle, this must be done 
at some other time, than when the circle is in session. The 
object of meeting is not to discuss, but to try and get 
responses. 

They must let the undeveloped mediums entirely alone 
while we are operating on them, we will take care of them, 
better than they can; they need not be fearful at any thing 
that may happen to the mediums while we are at work with 
them, all will be well if' they are not meddled with at all. 

They should gratify every desire expressed~ and say nothing 
that may wound the feelings of any one. While any one is 
asleep, the rest should be engaged in singing, reading, or 
talking ; proper reading or singing is the best, that {ixes the 
mind better than any other employment. 

Directions spelled out to Circle F, May 13th, 1851. 

This circle is doing very well, they must not be discouraged 
because we do not seem to operate on any of' them, we have 
commenced doing so, and if' our influence is not resisted, me­
diums shall be prepared in as short a time as possible. The • 
mediums must be left entirely alone, while we are opera­
ting on them; they must not be inter(ered with in any way. 
There shall be no danger if this direction be strictly observed. 
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Circle A, met on the afternoon of May 13th,Jor the pur­
pose of gratifing some friends who had never witnessed any of 
the manifestations. The conditions were unfavourable, on ac­
count of the discord amongst those assembled ; many of the 
strangers being not only skeptical, but inclined to ridicule the 
matter. The following communications were given to the cir-
cle, in regard to their condition : · 

"we cannot respond well yet ; after awhile the conditions 
will be better. Employ the time in singing, and harmony will 
be increased, and the sounds will be louder." 

In a short time the signal for the alphabet was again given, 
when the following was spelled out. 

" There is too much anxiety in the circle. Some are in haste 
to get questions answered and leave soon; this disturbs the 
state of their minds, and does not allow them to be passive. 
There must be no hurrying; if conditions are not favourable 
for us to make the sounds, we can do nothing. Harmony is 
indispensible, all must be as near in the same state of mind as 
possible ; it is in the power of the circle to produce this state, 
if all will try. 

Dtredions received by an undeveloped medium, from the 
spirit of her mother, .May 13th, 1851. It is applicable to all 
mediums, let it be stridly observed. 

My Dear Daughter :-I am glad to see you here ; I impres­
sed you to come for I want to tell you something that will be 
very important for you to know. You have allowed yourself 
to be operated upon by those you should not. Thia will in­
jure you a great deal if it is not discontinued ; we would 
rather have you submit io no in1luence after this except ours;­
we are capable of doing you good, and preparing you much 
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faster than any mortal oan do. Trust fA> us, and let no other 
operate upon you in future. If you are sick, and need to be 

I _j!I)S!D~' come to us, and we will tell you 
who shall operate on you ; if you cannot come, send, and we 
will tell your friends. Now mind what I have said about this, 
and do not depart from it, for any thing that may seem good 
to you, for we know best what is good for you. Keep on at­
tending the circle ; but firmly resist all efforts on their part to 
interfere in any way with you. The undeveloped mediums 
must be left entirely alone, and under our control ; we can do 
but little, if this is not done. Now this is all we want to tell 
you this time •. 



STRANGE NOISES, &c. 

Sometimes there are momentary conditions existing in cer­
tain individuals, favourable to the production of spiritual 
sounds and manifestations ; as exemplified in the hearing of 
unaccountable noises, the voices Qf departed friends, &c., and 
instances are not altogether rare, where the mental vision baa 
been enabled to dwell for several minutes, upon the image of 
some near and dear departed one. While the sounds that have 
occurred under these circumstances, have generally been heard 
by numbers of persons present, or whole families, the sights 
are almost always confined to one individual. By some they 
have been called apparitions, ghosts, haunts, &c., while most 
persons have esteemed the phenomenon, only as an optical de­
lusion, a freak of the imagination. The noises have been 
looked upon as the result of some undiscovered physical cau8e. 
Making due. allowances for such circumstances, it would be 
exceedingly difficult to convince some, that they had been de­
ceived, either in regard to the sights or sounds. And again, 
the sense of touch, has often been made the medium of the 
manifestation of spiritual presence; many have been touched 
on different parts of their persons, and some have even experi­
enced the pre88Ul'e of arms surrounding them as though in an 
embrace. May not unusually strong and vivid impressions 

4• 
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made on the mind during natural sleep, often be more than 
ordinary dreams 1 May not conditions exist during sleep, 
favourable to such manifestations 1 

Until recently, all these phenomena were regarded by the 
writer as mere delusions ; but late investigations and develop­
ments, have admonished him to suspend such opinions, until 
further confirmation shall be arrived at to establish their 
soundness • 
. For more than a year, the presence of the lady who is now 

the medium of circle A, was occasionally attended by noises; 
sometimes sufficiently loud to terrify the whole family in which 
she resided. Sometimes she would hear the voice of her de- . 
parted mother calling her by name, as distinctly as though she 
were in an adjoining room. This would generally occur in the 
night, when in bed ; but always awake. She has heard her 
name called several times upon the same occasion; and once it 
was so often repeated, that she got up and searched the house 
to ascertain whether any one was calling her or not ; but found 
the family all asleep. Upon returning to her room again, she 
heard three distinct raps upon the floor ; she then suspected 
it was no hmnan voice that disturbed her. 

One night, a month or six weeks before any intelligent 
responses were got in the circle, after she had returned home 
from one of its meeting, and retired for the night ; as herself 
and a young lady with whom she slept, were about going to 
sleep a succession of very loud raps were heard upon the head 
board of their bed. These raps were distinctly heard by a 
person who was sleeping in the next story above. The young 
lady, who not accustomed to such visitations, became exceed­
ingly alarmed ; so much so that great drops of cold perspira­
tion stood upon her, and her agitation was truly alarming; 
having never heard such sounds before, and coming as they 

· oioitized byGoogle 



STRANGE NOISES. 48 

did, in the darkness of night, she was impressed that she wu 
in the presence of disembodied spirits, which almost overcome 
her. 

Spiritual manifestations in all time past, have been rendered 
all that is horrible, by a superstitious awe, growing out of the 
awful stories of ghosts, hobgoblins, spooks, and apparitions, 
that have been handed down, to frighten children, from one 
generation to another, by the marvelous and ignorant from time 
immemorial. 

The tendency of this circumstance has been, to prevent an 
intelligent inquiry into the subject of spiritual existences, ex­
cept in the manner and form prescribed by the creeds and 
ceremonies of the popular religions ; and these have always 
set bounds to investigation, saying : "Thus far shalt thou go, 
and no farther." And when manifestations have presented 
themselves to man, out of the prescribed order, the unhappy 
recipients have been strangled or burned 8.il " witches," by the 
bloody hearted and bigoted priests and religionists of their 
times. But thanks to superior intelligence, those days are 
past ; and men can now examine, reason, and arrive at conclu­
sions, without fear of the pious vengeance of the "blind 
leaders of the blind," that ruled the world with terror only 
a few generations back. 



THE SOUNDS. 

We are assured by the spirits, that it is only by a great 
effort on their part, that the sounds can be produced at all, 
under the ordinary conditions that exist at the circles. As 
the conditions become improved, the sounds increase in loud­
ness and frequency; and responses are given to questions mort 
correctly. The word conditions, as used in connexion with 
the circles, includes every thing that can in any way affect 
them ; either directly or indirectly. Conditions are said to be 
good, when all things conspire to favour the production of the 
sounds ; and unfavourable, when this does not obtain. 

The absence of sounds, arising from unfavourable conditions 
of the circle, is quite as strong evidence, that they are not 
the result of human agency or ingenuity, as can be adduced; 
for if they are thus produced,_ the conditions alleged to in­
terfere with, or prevent their production, could have no effect, 
and the sounds could be as well induced during unfavourable, 
as favourable conditions. This, all experience declares to be 
not the case. It not unfrequently occurs that circles sit whole 
evenings, sometimes till a late hour, either entirely private, 
or in the presence of those they are most anxious to have hear· 
the sounds, without being able to gratify them with a single 
rap. No set of persons having ordinary sensitiveness, would 
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voluntarily consent to endure the mortification and chagrin 
thus produced, did they possess the means of avoiding it ; and 
that too, without any conceivable object ; neither the wish of 
reward, nor the hope of fame. If the object be deception, 
why not be able to practice it at one time as well as another. 
Those who are most profuse in t~eir charges of deception, are 
most to be suspected. 

Often the concu.'!Bions are quite inaudible, and can only be 
.perceived through the sense of feeling ; from this they are 
observed through every grade of sounds, up to a sharp rap 
from a carpenter's hammer. They are also sometimes very 
alow of occurence ; and again they come in rapid succession, 
this depends altogether upon the conditions of the circle. 
When they are favourable to the production of loud and quiek 
taps, they are also favourable to correct responses to ques­
tions ; and when the former obtains, the latter are mostly 
very reliable. 

Some think the sounds must be the result of deception, 
because certain forms must be observed in the circles-such 
as sitting round a table, having the presence of a medium, &c. 
The medium js generally looked upon as the chief actor in the 
tricks, and the table the best means of concealing them ; and 
those sitting round, are considered either dupes, or aiders and 
abetors in the performance. This is the enviable position, in 
which the honest and . candid inquirers, are placed by the skep­
tical wiseacres, who have neither disposition nor patience to 
investigate for themselvel!, nor sagacity to discover the alleged 
trick, that is so successfully being played off in their midst. 

This is all wrong, neither table nor circle are necessary 
for the production of sounds, after the mediums have become 
sufficiently developed. The most satisfactory evidence of 
spiritual manifestations, both by sounds and commun!cations, 
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can always be obtained in private, where there are only present 
the medium and the inquirer, or one or two friends. Many 
have been thus convinced, who have resisted all the evidence 
adduced at the circles. But in the present state of the in­
vestigation, this mode of getting evidence is impracticable ; the 
mediums are as yet not sufficiently numerous to justify such 
an attempt. Circles are the best means as yet discovered for 
the development of mediums. We would therefore again im­
press upon those interested, the necessity of forming circles, 
and secure for themselves the sonnds, and all the accompany­
ing manifestations; and the satisfaction they will enjoy, will 
more than doubly reward them for their truth seeking effort& 

• 



SPELLING. 

There are various modes of communicating with the spirits 
of the departed, but three have as yet been practiced in Phil­
adelphia. One is by spelling out words and sentences, by 
means of the sounds. The second consists of an involuntary 
motion of the hand of the medium, upon a card containing 
the alphabet in large letters. And the third is performed by 
the involuntary motion of the medium's hand, holding a pencil 
upon paper. 

The first mode is performed by having the alphabet repeated 
by some person, (the medium is preferred) this should be done 
slowly and distinctly, with a pause between each letter; and 
when the letter is arrived at which the spirit communicating de­
sires, there will be heard a rap, more or less distinctly, the letter 
responded to, it must be set down, and the alphabet again com­
menced and repeated ; and in like manner will the desired let­
ter be responded to. This process is repeated again and 
again, until words are formed, and from these sentences are 
constructed. The sentence when finished, will usually con­
clude with the word" done. " These sentences. will give what 
the spirit wishes to communicate. This mode of communica­
tion is very slow, tedious and imperfect; and has been almost 
entirely supplanted by the second ; which consists in the 
medium taking the card, when a communication is desired, 

• 
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and commencing by voluntarily passing the hand over it, 
touching every letter with the forefinger. Often the hand 
will be required to pass over it repeatedly, before any unna­
tural sensation i.s experienced; when a feeling of numbness will 
begin 'to be perceived, which will increase, attended by a more 
or less convulsive motion; as the hand continues its exercises, 
the movement becomes altogether involuntary ; the motion now 
becomes increased, and the hand is made to pass over the card 
with almost incredible rapidity, attended with convulsive jerk­
ings more or less severe. Sometimes it is very great, causing 
the hand to strike the card or the table upon which it lay, with 
great violence ; this is continued for some time, when the fin­
ger will be observed to rest on a certain letter, attended with 
a shoving or rubbing motion, instantly it will be seen to fly to 
another, and then another; these letters taken down will be 
found to make words, and these words placed together make 
sentences. In this way long and highly interesting commu­
nications are spelled out with a rapidity requiring a very ex­
pert penman to write them down as fast as they are given. 
The medium, .or any other person watches the finger, and gives 
out the words as they are formed. The violence with which 
the hand is used becomes abated, as the medium becomes more 
fully developed, and better control is got of its movements. 
At length no inconTenience is experienced, and words are 
spelled out with the utmost ease and comfort. This is a much 
more perfect mode of communication than the former ; and is 
altogether more preferable. In this manner spirits are able to 
converse through mediums, long before they can make the 
sounds. Thus important information is communicated to cir­
cles, and encouragement given to them for weeks before res­
ponses are heard. After the mediums become sufficientiy de­
veloped to have the raps, and the conditions being favourable, 

• 
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~very word tllat is pronounced from the card Will be re3ponded 
to--thereby signifying its correctness. In this way, also, can 
familiar conversations be held with the spirits, questions an­
swered, and explanations given in every case where they are 
wished, to the entire satisfaction of those desiring information 
from the higher spheres, upon any subject, however important 
.or trivial. 

The third mode, ihough as yet but imperfectly developed, 
promises to be far supemr, even to the second. Two mediums 
belonging to the same circle (E) commenced communicating 
in this way, within twelve hours of each other, the last to com­
mence, having not seen the performance of the first. They 
·had both been communicating by the card for some time pre­
viously-and the only direction they had upon the subject 
was contained in the following sentence spelled out by the 
card, "Take the pencil in your hand." This was done, in 
the case of the first one, when the hand commenced violent 
convulsive motions, which continued for some time, when by 
an involuntary motion of the hand over the paper a short sen• 
tence was written, and with a rapidity exceeding five times 
the speed of her ordinary writing. The second medium was 
impressed to take the pencil-when the same involuntary con­
vulsive motion seized the hand and continued for some time, 
when a short sentence was in like manner with first, written 
on the paper, with equal rapidity. This mode is also being 
practised by other mediums, in this city and other places. 

Mediums should begin to practise on the card as soon as 
ihey are aware that they are undergoing the process of de­
velopment ; by this means they '!ill get accustomed to the 
exercise, and the spirits will be enabled the sooner, and more 
readily, to get control of the hand. 

When the spirits wish to make a comlb.unication, without 
5 • 
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being requested to do so, if the raps be used as the means, 
they will signify the wish by a succession of raps on the table. 
If the card is to be employed, the hand will commence an in­
voluntary motion, which tl!.e medium cannot control-and 
which cannot be arrested until the card is procured, and the 
communication made. Sometimes the spirits make arrange­
ments with the mediums, for other signals for the alphabet, 
such as pricking, pinching, or pressing them upon such part 
of their person as may be agreed upon. 

The following short communications we give as a specimen • 
of the firilt effort at spelling of a new medium. The young 
lady could not satisfy herself that the motion of her hand was 
wholly involuntary-she was fearful that she might be deceiv­
ing herself. She was also very anxious her friends, who were 
skeptical, should be convinced of the truth of spiritual mani­
festations. The communications were to satisfy her. 

I. Dear Sister-You must not have any more doubts. 
Your opposition will not avail much after to-night. Father 
will believe his favourite daughter. Done for to-night • 

.May 31, 1851. 

On the 11ext day she spelled out the following with other 
communieations :-

2. " You arc more patient to-day than you were yesterday. 
Be resigned and you will advance rapidly. You needed en­
couragement. All will be well. Be not impatient. 

June I. Youa GuARDIAN SPIRIT. 

In the afternoon of the same day she was acted on very 
violently-and was enabled to spell out a few short sentences. 
On the following day she spelled out the following :-

3. " Still incredulouS ; yesterday was sufficient to convince 
the most skeptical. But you exceed all skeptics. You must 
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practise on the card to-day as much as possible ; do as -­
directs. We will not spell much to-day; we want to get bet-
ter control of the medium's hand." June 2. 

She received other communications of a like character, re-
-buking her for her unbelief, and unwillingness to yield, after 
having so much evidence of spiritual presence and influence. 
But in spite of it all she could not realize that slu had thus 
far become a medium-though quite anxious to become one­
and fully believing in the veracity of the other mediums, and 
the truthfulness of the communications received through them. 

In this condition she became very unhappy, desiring to do 
right, but fearing she might yet be deceived, and might thus 
deceive others. In this disturbed state of mind she desired a 
communication to ·her from the spirits through a more developed 
medium. Accordingly the request was made and the follow­
ing was spelled out : 

" -- doubts the influence of the spirits ; why should she 1 
If she moves her fingers herself she knows it-and must quit 
it-because it is wrong thus to.impose on the people, and the 
worst of humbugs, because it imports to be of divine agency, 
thus " stealing the livery of heaven to serve the devil in," as 
people say. But no ; she knows she does not. It is her 
modesty that causes her to doubt. -- yield to the influence 
of spiritual impressions and manifestations, and all will be 
right with you. You will soon feel a blessed assurance that 
you are under the superintendence of good spirits that will 
direct you in the pathway of rightness and truth. 

Impressions are 11ometimes made on the minds of mediums, 
who fear they are of their own origin, but they must discrimi­
nate between them, which is easy to do by the honest, as. all 
the mediums, I know are." 
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This afForded her some comfort for a short time. But upon 
more reflection she was again overwhelmed m doubt, as to the 
independence of her own will in infiuencmg the hantl, wlt.en 
Be a;gain spelled out the following :-

" My Dear Aun~ Yon are too incredulous ; ·wont you ever 
believe us ~ What more evidence do you want 1 Mind what 
- · - tells you." Here a friend and adviser is meant. Here 
the question was asked, "Will the spirits leave her it she 
1loes not give up!" Ans. "Not yet." Ques. "Why not1 
!he can't believe." Ans. ,., 'Tis because we love you, we do 
not leave you. You think you are deceiving others and being 
deeeived yourself-but we will give you better evidence when 
yoo are better prepared." This medium has since become 
much more resigned, and is progressing rapidly. 

These feelings of doubt and incredulity are the cause of 
much suffering with most of the mediums-a condition that 
should elicit sympathy and kindness, instead of reproach and 
harshnesa. 

Thus spelling is commenced with short sentences, which 
become longer and longer as the mediums become more and 
more developed. There are in the possession of some of the 
mediums, lengthy specimens of composition, on scientific and 
phllosophical subjects, the most magnificent in the la.llguage. 
:New theories are adduced, which, while they are startling 
from their novelty, carry conviction of their truth with them, 
and while the sublimity of the language, with which the origi­
nality and boldness of thought is expressed, is unsurpass~d, 
the grandeur and beauty of the conceptions, stand forth, un­
parallelled in the productions of human genius. These essays 
will be given to the public in due time • 

• 



COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED FROM THE 
SPIRITS. 

All that appear under this. head, are communications re­
ceived from the spirits through various mediums, and in va­
rious pla.ces, some of them were obtained at. the circles~d 
some ia private, at the mediums' residences. The mediums 
&re of different religious beliefs, and :o.tembera of different de­
no~tions. The spirits communicating, when in the body, 
were of different persuasions, ranging from the most subli­
mated orthodoxy to the rankest skepticism. In eliCiting com· 
munications from the spirit worid, the o:aly object of those en­
gaged in the work, has been and is, to arrive at truth, hence 
every means in their power so far as creeds and matters of 
faith, &c. were concerned, were made available. It will be 
observed that most of the communications are from the spirits 
of near relatives of the living inquirers, who are also of al­
most every religious denomination and those of no settled faith 

' or creed. Spirits of near relatives would not be likely to lead 
astray those they love on earth, and around whom they hover, 
to guide and protect. 

The directions that have been received concerning temporal 
matters, have been found to be of the greatest value, and when 
strictly observed have never been known to mislead, but when 
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disregarded, trouble and difficulty have resulted. Many now 
in this city consult their guardian spirits, with as much, nay 
more confidence, than they JVOuld a kind and experienced 
parent, and willingly yield to their suggestions and directions 
in all matters both great and small, having, from tried ex· 
perience, satisfied themselves that they are truthful and relia­
ble advisers. But we give the communications as they have 
been received. The reader cannot but perceive, and be struck 
with that peculiar strain of love and kindness that runs through­
out the whole of them, be the subject what it may. Most of 
these communications were received by strangers who visited 
the mediums from time to time, at their residences, for the pur­
pose of witnessing the demonstrations ; some of them were ob­
tained at the circles. . The best communications can be got in 
the families, for generally the conditions are better there--­
there is more harmony, love and confidence in the domestic 
circles than elsewhere. Many of the communications, most 
convincing to those receiving them, are not suitable for publi­
cation, on account of their private character. 

We give several communications from different 8pirits, ob­
tained through di11'erent mediums on the same subject, as cor­
roborative of each other, and the truth of the views promul­
gated by all. 

We have endeavoured so to classify the varions communi­
cations, that all those relating to one subject may be placed 
togethM. Those giving directions to inquirers in relation to 
the manner of approaching the spirits, and asking questions, 
&c. we place first in order. 

, 
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Directions lww to approach and put questions. The neces­
&ary condition of the mind of the inquirer, 8rc., 8rc. 

• From the spirit of tne father of the gentleman at whose 
bouse circle F. met, May 13th. After prompt and correct 
answers: 

My dear Son, 
You approach us in the proper spirit, and it is this that en 

al>les us to answer you readily. Let all who want correct and 
prompt answers do the same, and they shall be likewise grati­
fied. We can always answer best when distrust does not ex­
ist. All is harmony here, and we cannot approach any circle 
un1ess harmony prevails; we can approach fhem according to 
the degree of harmony. Now try to h;tve a 'harmonious feel­
ing in your circle, for it will assist us much in preparing me­
diums for it. We can spell no more toyou now, for others 
must have a chance. 

To a Lady from her Uncle. 

The lady was reluctant to ask questions, and received the 
following, (circle E.) 

My dear Niece, 
You should not approach us with so much reluctance ; you 

did not do so when we lived upon earth. We want you to 
talk with ns Dow as fau:iiliarly as you did then. The freer 
you approach us, the better we can answer you. If you want 
your questions answered prompt1y and correctly, you should 
put them clearly and quickly. This direction will apply to 
all the circle. 

Now if you want test questions answered in this way (by the 
card) put them as we have told you-Done. 
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To a Son from a Parent. 

My dear Son, 
We wish to communicate with you, and could do so much (· 

better, if you would ask your questions more freely. We can­
not answer you so well as if you would ask them quicker. 
You should form a circle, and then we could respond more 
frequently, and satisfy you much better than we now can. 
Now do as I tell you and you shall haTe a medium prepared. 
It would be well to consult us about the members of your 
circle, for there are some of your friends that would become 
mediums quicker than some of your family. It would be 
well to have them in the circle, for you would get responses 
quicker. Now obey if you wish to enjoy the greatest blessing 
on earth • 

.11 Comtmtnication to the Projectors of a &rmonial Circle, 
at Pineville, Bucks County, Pa. 

:Be careful who you have for members. You must have 
harmony or you cannot progress, so begin with a few, and do 
not admit any until the spirits give permission. Yon had bet­
ter begin with order, sing when you sit down, then read some 
work on spiritual philosophy ; possess your souls in patience, 
and rich harmonious concord will exist among you, and sweet, 
dear spirits will descend in your midst. :Be honest inquirers; 
throw off the veil that is around you, and be your honest 
selves. Approach each other with honest confidence in each 
other's integrity, and be as little children in the hands of a 
forming power. These things are according to the laws of 
nature, which God in wisdom has ordained for the J;Dore rapid 
progress of the human family towards a higher spiritual oon-
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dition. He loves all his works, especially his intelligent 
creation. 

Frot~~ a Spirit to a skeptical friend, tD!w duired rupomu 
and communication• in another way. 

. My Dear Sister-! would like to converse with you, aDd 
could do so, if you would approach us more freely. You are 
unwilling to take the reponses as we can give them to you. 
We cannot yet respond to all questions in the way you wish. 
You must wait for them to be answered in that way till our 
mode of communication is more perfect than it now is. We 
cannot perform impossibilities any more than mortals can, and 
they must be satisfied with answers in the way we tell them 
we can aD!wer, for it is impossible for them to have them in 
any other way. Now if you ask your questions freely and in 
accordance with directions before given by us, we will answer 
them as well as it is in our power to do. 

From a Fatlur to his Daughter, after aickness. 

My Dear Daughter-You do not approach me freely enough. 
You should be as familiar with me as though I were still liv· 
ing on the earth. I have been much with you during your 
sickness, and have relieved you many times, although you 
were unconscious of my doing so. 

I frequently impressed the Doctor what to give you, thereby 
telling the most appropriate remedy for you. Now approach 
me more familiarly ; we wish only to do good by these com­
munications, and ,persons should give us the power of doing so. 
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Fear of Public Sentiment. 
The mother here addressed, in a communication with the 

spirits, on a previous occasion, was directed to form a circle, 
which she neglected to do--of which she was reurinded in the 
following :-

My Dear Mother-! tried to converse with you when you 
were here last, but could not. I have been with you often 
since I last communicated with you. You have not followed 
directions in regard to a circle. You should not let popular 
opinion infiuence you at all in this matter. Are not our com­
munications of more value to you than the opinions of a few 
worldly urlnded friends. Now if you wish us to communicate 
to you often, overcome this submission to popularity and form 
a circle immediately. We have given you the promise of pre~ 
paring a medium for you in as short time as possible. Done • 

.May 13, 1851. 

Reply to the charge of untruthfulness of the Spirit1, given 
in the Circle, Sunday, April, 20th, 1851. 

Some of the circle have too low an opinion of us. We 
have told you that we never answer you falsely-and if there 
arc any mistakes it is on your part, not ours. We have told 
you we never answer you according to your own opinions, but 
always answer you correctly, whether it pleases or not. We 
have told you that spirits do not assume to be spirits, they are 
not. Sometimes when you ask questions of a spirit you sup~ 
pose to be present but is not, and a spirit is present that can 
answer you correctly, he will do it, but if you ask that spirit 
if he is the one you suppose you are conversing with, he will 
always tell you, no. If the circle will .not place confidence 
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in us we cannot give them good responses; for want of confi­
dence deprives us of the power of giving them. The circle 
must not circulate errors among strangers as 110me of the 

·members have done, on the subjects mention~d. G. D. H. 

TWO COMMUNICATIONS ACCOUNTING FOR CONTRADICi'IONll. 

1. Given .May 13th, in the afternoon, from a Father to 
his Son. 

My Dear Son-You were rather skeptical when you entered 
the room, but your mind is more favourably impressed now 
with these manifestations. Thus will it be with every ono 
who investigates them with candor. None shall go away 
many times unconvinced, if they come in a proper spirit. 
Those who do not are not generally convinced, for they are 
not prepared to receive the great truths we would utter. And 
we take no pains to convert them, for their minds would not 
bear what we would teach them. They must possess an 
honest inquiring spirit if they wish to learn the truth of us. 
If they do not they will rarely learn the truth of these mani­
festations, but denounce it as a deception-and one unworthy 
the attention of any. You have come in a different spirit 
from this. And therefore, when you hear the contradictory 
accounts given of our communications, think of what we have 
here been able to tell you, and you will know the cause and 
come to a correct conclusion. Now my son, these are the 
words of your father, believe what he tells you, for he has 
learned more than it is possible for mortals to find out-and 
therefore, is better able to guide in the way of truth. Done. 
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2. To a Gentleman from his Sister, .May 13th, in the evening. 

My Dear Brother-You were skeptical when you came 
here, but you.have changed your opinions now. No one who 
will come and ask us questions honestly and candidly ahall go 
away unsatisfied if conditions are favourable for communica­
ting. We are anxious for all mankind to be convinced of the 
truth of spiritual communications. But if , persons come to 
the investigation of it determined to prove it deception, we 
will take no pains to satisfy them in their answers ; for a per­
son possessing such a disposition is not prepared to receive 

- our instruction. He must go through some preparatory 
process before he can receive our teachings. We want this 
well understood, so that the friends to the communications will 
be able to account for the contradictory accounts given of our 
communications. They will then know the reason and will 
not be troubled at it. Keep this before your mind, and when 
you hear such things said remember what· we have told you, 
and you will not be confused about it. 

· Circle A made an agreement with the spirits to meet at 8 
o'clock in the evening and adjourn at 10 1-2. Sometimes in 
the midst of most interesting responses and manifestations 
they would rap off "done," precisely at that hour. Under 
these circumstances an extension of time would be requested, 
which would sometimes be granted, after the following short 
communication was received: 

" If you want an extension of time at any meeting, you 
•must apply for it before it is ne-ar out. It was your own pro­
posal to close at that time and now you must abide the 
result. We were willing to converse with you much longer 
but you made objections." G. D. H. 
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Conditions 11ecessary for receiving impressions. To a Gen­
tleman from his Brother. 

Brother-Yon were too anxious for impressions this morn­
ing. We cannot impress you so easily when you are anxious. 
Your mind should be passive, as it was yesterday, when you 
did not know you were receiving them-and then you will get 
more from us. When you sit down to write, be willing to 
receive, but do not be anxious, that spoils ~all. That is all I 
have to tell you. 

The Happiness of the Sprit World-the Goodness of God 
and the Duties of .Man, .May 4, 1851. 

This is to be a glorious era, a bright day is dawning. 
Now is the time for men to rise and go to work for the good 
of mankind, their labours will be abundantly blessed. The 
inhabitanta of the earth are fast arriving at that stage when 
we can be of great assistance to them, and can help them to 
progress in all the high duties given to man to perform. In 
a few years these communications will be generally believed, 
and then will man progress much more rapidly than he has 
ever done before. He will learn his high destiny and will 
strive to become worthy of it. He will learn that he was not 
placed on the earth merely to take care of his earthly form; 
but also to develop his spiritual nature, and progress as much 
as in his power. He will learn that there are different circles 
in the sphere to which he will go, when he takes his depar­
ture from earth ; and he will know that to enter a high circle• 
he must develop himself while on earth. 

If he does not thus develop himself, he will find on enter­
ing the spirit world that he has miserably mispent his time, 

6 
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and will have to enter a low circle, there to perform the work 
that should have been done while on the earth. All are much 
happier in the spirit world than they were on earth. None 
wish to return, but the condition of some might have been 
greatly improved, had they attended to their high duties when 
on earth. They will now have to be developed before they 
enter the higher circles. All are in a state of progression in 
the spirit world ; none remain where they enter ; all will p~ 
gress and enjoy as much happiness constantly as they are 
capable of receiving. When people begin to believe this great 
truth, then will progression on the earth be made faster than 
it can be now, for the errors of the popular religion will then 
be abandoned, and the mind of man be free to receive and 
value it for its own intrinsic value, and not to escape the 
wrath of Divine justice. If preachers would exhibit the good­
ness of God, instead of giving him an attribute which he can 
never possess, then they would perform a vast amount of good 
to mankind. God can never possess anger. Man cannot con­
ceive of his goodness and love to all his children without dis­
tinction. He has created them, and his love will never 
forsake them. Men need not be afraid of preaching the 
goodness of God. They seem to think, that if the wicked are 
told of his goodness alone, they will only sink deeper, and 
will make no effort to raise themselves above their present 
condition ; this is wrong; it is the only way they can be truly 
rescued from their present misery. 

Man can never be thoroughly reformed till God is divested 
• of his artificial attributes. So long as he is held up to man 

clothed in these false characters, man can never see him in his 
true light, consequently cannot appreciate him in scarcely the 
smallest degree. 
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Man will not do any good by teaching error ; he does an 
injury to his race, whenever he teaches what is not true. 
Then his first object should be to follow truth wherever it 
leads, and to search after it untiringly, thinking no e.r.ertion 
too great to acquire this most valuable of all things. It is 
the duty of every one, therefore, to investigate these spiritual 
manifestations, and believe, and be free from their former pre­
judices. Now let all take this suggestion to theiDBelves; it is 
their duty and should be performed without hesitation. He 
that believes is blessed indeed and shall receive his reward. 
None who truly believe would give it up for any blessing 
hitherto enjoyed by man-and thus will it be with all who 
believe. . 

To a Gentleman from the Spirit of hi1 Father. 

My Dear Son-I am glad to see you interested in this great 
and good cause. It will bring about more good to mankind 
than any sectarian religion can possi~ly do. We would have 
you subscribe to no narrow and dark creed, but base your 
faith on the infinite attributes of your heavenly Father. 
Those attributes will harmonize with his infinite love and 
goodness; they do not conflict with each other. Man has 
given him false attributes ; they teach that he is moved to 
action, by passions the same as man, only in an infinite degree ; 
while man is finite in all his actions. They have held him up 
in this false light-exhibited him as being worse than man 
could possibly be, because he is infinite in his power, and 
could have avoided such results as they believe will follow. 
Man will never be reformed unless God is allowed to be seen 
in his true character. His goodness and love alone are able 
to reform. When we teach man the great and heavenly 
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truths we have learned here, then light will begin to dawn on 
his pathway. Now I am done for to-night. I have given 
you all something to refiect upon-look in the proper light, 
and with a truth-seeking spirit, and you will be forced to 
admit its truth. Done. .May 8, 1851. 

From the Spirit of a .Matlur to fur Son. 

My Dear Son-If you want to progress you must let your 
mind dwell upon the beauties of nature, and of the spirit 
home. The contemplation of the works of the Almighty fills 
the mind with high and lofty thoughts, well suited to an im­
mortal being of his creation. The spirit home is full of hap­
pineBB; all are happy. None of God's creatures are doomed 
to be miserable, but to enjoy all the happineBB they are capable 
of doing. This is especially the case with man. While he is 
on the earth, he has to endure some trouble and pain, but 
this is only for a short season-and, during that time it is in­
termingled with a much greater proportion of happineBB. 
After the mortal body is cast off, all misery and pain are cast 
off too. After this transition takes place the spirit is intro• 
duced into a delightful home, surrounded by sweet and sooth­
ing infiucnce~J-and is drawn up into communion with those 
that are more developed, and consequently higher in the 
spirit home than they. It is thus taught and developed by 
the most pleasant means-and progresses from circle to circle. 
All progress-none remain where they enter--all have the 
same &ance there. There are no drawbacks, no temptations 
to lure them from the right path-progression is sure and 

·easy. Now let your inind dwell on these truths and expand 
our infiuence, and you will enjoy much ·more pure happiness 
than you have ever yet enjoyed. 
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To a Fatlur from his Daughter. 

Dear Father-A short time has passed since I left you all. 
I am glad to see you interested in this cause, it will perform 
a vast amount of good in the world. It will teach men their 
duty ; it will teach them that they are not to spend all their 
time in worldly affairs, but devote a part of it to spiritual 
matters. It will teach them their duty to God and man in 
all things. It will teach them, if they want to enter a higher 
circle in the spirit world, they must progress and develop 
their pewers and faculties while on earth . 

.llpril!1. 

To a Gentleman from his Brother, May 13. 

My Dear Brother-Your mind was so favorably inclined 
when you came in that you had not much difficulty in believiug 
that you were surrounded by dear and 'beloved friends who 
were anxious to communicate with you, and unfold to you 
new truths. Did mankind only know the beauty and har­
mony of the spirit home, they would not allow their minds to 
dwell so much on the things of the earth-but lift them up ~ 
holy contemplation of that lovely place. You cannot conceive 
of its beauties, much less of the infinite and lovely character 
of its Divine Creator. Man has debased him and brought 
him lower than himself by giving attributes in an infinite de­
gree that should not be possessed in a finite degree. L•t not 
your mind look upon him in this light but i.x; a far higher and 
more glori,ous one. You can form no idea of our h.afpiness, 
words cannot express it. This glorious destiDy is prepared 
for all men without exception, none &re to be excluded, all 
shall be ~PPY· Thoae wbo do not develop themselves whm 
C?D ~a~ II\~ see ~t ~ey •v~ ..,oi tre~e<\ \he~ ~e e.e 
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the should have done before. They must enoor a lower circle 
than they need otherwise have done, and be properly taught 
and developed, by those more advanced. Now will you not 
pay attention to these words, and prepare yourself for an 
abode in the higher circle immediately upon leaving the earth 1 
Done. 

To a Gentleman from his Brother. 

Dear Brother-! am glad to see you here. I have long 
wanted an opportunity of conversing with you, and now em­
brace it with pleasure. Although I can communicate but 
little to night, I want to tell you that I am happy, extremely 
happy. All spirits are happy. This is a great truth, and 
one that we wish to firmly establish on the earth. The char­
acter of God has been debased long enough by man, in his 
teachings. It must now be held up in its true light. The 
belief that God can let any of his children be endlessly tor­
mented is degrading to mankind and must be refuted. Such 
error as that cannot stand in the glorious light about to burst 
on the earth. This is a grand truth, that all are guided by an 
infinitely good and wise being, and he cannot act in opposition 
to his character. Done. 

Front the Spirit of a Sister in amwer to the question, "Is 
- she Dead 1" 

No I•am not dead, but live in a more glorious life. 0! we 
are all happy in the spirit home. My dear sister, I am happy 
to have an opportunity to communicate with you. I have 
long wished t9 manifest myself to you but your eondition has 
not been such as to permit such sweet communion with you • 

• 
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Your idea of the spirit after it leaves its tenement of clay is 
wrong; such is the fact with most people. Mortals with their 
unassisted mental perceptions cannot understand about the 
existence of the spirit after it bursts its prison door, and soars 
away in immortal life. Did you understand the laws of pro­
gression that govern the development of the immortal spirit, 
you would live while on earth so as to develop all the higher 
and holier attributes of the mind. Our mission is to teach 
mankind this, among other important lessons, concerning their 
life in a physical and spiritual existence. Man lives for a 
high and noble purpose. He was created in the image of 
God-his spirit is an emanation from God. God is with man, 
though he tramples all that is good beneath him for a time, 
yet the good within him at times will triumph over his carnal 
nature. None are so far lost in wrong doing but they will be 
developed in a slow degree, if but little in life, the more to be 
developed in the spirit home. Your cold selfish forms, your 
cold sectarianism hinders' your progress in spiritual develop­
ment, and is the cause of much wrong doing among men. 
God is love-love one another, cultivate harmonious relations 
among you, and you will reap a rich reward in the peace and 
happiness that will increase among you. Dear sister, think 
of what I communicate to ybu, and do not reject it becanse it 
is new to you. It is in accordance with the laws which God 
in his wisdom has established for the more rapid progress of 
the human family,. towards a higher spiritual condition~ Done. 

June 4, 1851. 

To a Gentleman from his little Daughter. 

My Dear Father-! have long wanted an opportunity of 
conversing with you. I could not do so, for the want of the 
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presence of a medium; Oh! father, if you knew tile happi­
ness I enjoy you would never be grieved that I was taken 
£rom the earth. Our happiness callDot be conceived of by 
you. I am with you as much now as I could have been had 
I remained on the earth. All that is wanted now is a con­
stant means of communication to make ;y;ou feel my spiritual 
presence. We all come to do good to mankind. We come 
to bless them an4 make them much happier than they have 
ever been before. In a short time our in1luence will generally 
be acknowledged, and then will peace and happiness begin to 
be felt on the earth. We will tell them of tho harmony of 
the spirit home, and teach them to imitate our mode of life. 
Now father think of what I have told you. The circle will 
have responses if they keep on meeting with proper motives, 
and follo~ our directions. · That is a very important one in 
relation to the mediums and must not be neglected • 

.May 8, 1851. 

From a Son to hts .Mother. 
My Dear Mother-I am glad of this opportunity of commu­

nicating with you. Yon should not grieve so I;lluch t)J.at I 
have been taken from you, for I am ever hovering about you, 
and doing you good. If you knew my happiness you would, 
not grieve so much. You cannot conceive of it. It is past 
the power of words to express it. This is not only the case 
with me, but with all spirits. None are living lJ.ere that are 
not happy. Their trials end when they leave the earth. The 
spirit that comes here undevewped, must enter a lower circle, 
and there be taught things he should have spent his time on 
e•rth in learning. .:NOJ1.e of tAA rae~ o( ~ind, ill <lestined 
~be m.iaera.ble. Vnbo~<le~ bappj.n~ss ~ p~par~ to:.: all. 
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There are different degrees of happiness owing to Uift'erent 
degrees of development, but all receive as much happiness as 
they are capable of doing. It is not in harmony· with the 
clivine attnDu.tes to feel oowards the children he has made, as 
~ popular religion represents God as doing. Man will not 
be reformed till the infinite love and goodness of God is held 
up to him without being tarnished by an attribute which he 
can never possess-! mean one of anger or wrath to his ehll­
dre.n. That is a false Olle give& him by misguided men. Now 
believe what I have told you, and think B.o more that an infi­
nitely good being can doom any of his children to misery. 

To a Gentleman who was at one time a Baptist Preache:r, but 
who has since alJandoned the Christian faith and embraced 
the views of Dr. Holback, from his Sister in the Spirit 
World, May 7,1851. 
My Dear Brother-You have been a believer in a dark and 

gloomy creed. Will you listen to what I have to tell you, 
and be more cheerful about the future 1 One being has 
created all mankind. That being is infinite in all of his 
attributes. Three I will mention-love, goodness and power. 
He has placed his children on the different planets to 
prepare them for a higher existence. They have to pass 
through trouble while on the planets-but even there their 
pain is more than counterbalanced by their pleasure, and after 
they leave that sphere of existence, into what a world of hap­
piness they are introdu·ced ! All is happines1 there-there is 
no misery in any department of the spirit home, but progres­
sion is onward and upward !-passing from one circle to ano­
ther, constantly receiving more and more happiness, till at 
lut the freed spirit shall stand in the presence of its Heavenly 
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Father. Our joy is unutterable. We cannot express our 
thoughtd in your language. It requires heavenly tones to 
speak them freely. Why should you be created with such 
immortal aspirations if those desires were not to be gratified. 
Mao alone posaesses the power of progression. He has pro­
gressed from the creation of the ·world, and is now much 
above his original condition on the earth. He will continue 
to advance, and ultimately the race will be more advanced 
than you now have any idea they can be. Now think of 
what we have said. We do not want you to harmonize it 
with the dark and gloomy popular religions. This cannot be 
done. Communications from us can never agree with their 
principal teachings. We believe in no God of anger and 
wrath. There is no such being-all is guided by infinite 
wisdom, love and goodness. 

To a Father who wants evidence of a Spiritual Existence. 

What I write by this means send to my father, though he 
will not believe it is his son that would communicate thus 
with him. Ere I left the body I often thought I would com­
municate through him, if spirits could communicate, but since 
my change of condition I find it impossible to do so, because 
his condition is unapproachable in my present stage of develop­
ment. My dear father, I have hovered lovingly around you, 
whom I loved so dearly in life, as you are ; and I love you 
with more intensity now, that I have ·a realization of the joys 
and unspeakable happiness that attend us in the spirit home. 
Because you cannot comprehend this mode of communication, 
you reject the whole as delusion. Investigate this subject 
with the candor that is characteristic of your other investiga­
tions, and your labours will be such as to throw much light 

• 
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on your mind ; your spiritual condition will improve, and im­
prove it all that you can ; fOi" the more it is developed on 
earth, the higher will be your condition in spiritual existence. 
This fact should continually prompt all to cultivate the high 
and noble faculties of the mind ; it is to present' advantage 
also ; this you know. There are many things I would like to 
communicate to you. The opening of death's door was a happy 
transition for my spirit. I feared not death you know, and 
welcomed it as in the natural course of things, and 0 ! what 
a happy change ! I found my condition surrounded by blessed 
and holy influences. I have rapidly developed in my percep­
tions of the goodness and exceeding glory of the great God­
and feel emanations of his benignity and love surrounded on 
every side-all are happy in thiB, the spirit home ; we con­
tinually ascend nearer to the Source of the divine intelligence 
and harmony and love that is ours. You cannot conceive, 0 ! 
father, that a spiritual existence is a blest reality. Hasten, dear 
father, to this belief. Your son longs to communicate 
through you, and to manifest himself to you, and breathe into 
your soul the sweet impressions of spiritual presence. You 
will try to reason all of this communication away, but examine 
it well. I will hover around you ; I can read your mind as 
clearly as you do a book. I cannot approach you to commu­
nicate, but will as soon as your condition will permit. Pub­
lish this, father; it will be to your advantage. 

Your son, CARLos.-Done. 

To a Gentleman from his Wife. 

I am often with thee, as near as I can approach thee, endea­
vouring to pour into thy mind sweet consolation, and to direct 
thee in the ways of truth and wis?om. Ours was a happy life, 
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but the death of my mortai part 'Was thy loas, not inine. 0 ! 
the exceeding joy that has been my portion since my sojourn 
in the spirit }tome ! here I continually dhelop to highet 
degrees of perfection, expanding like a rose in the sunshine 
of our Heavenly Father's love. 

All are happy in the spirit home ; here we are all attril.eted 
by the affinity of our spiritual development, and continually 
ascend nearer to the centre, which is God. Cultivate thy 
spiritual nature-it is tire highest of man's adorning, the 
spark ilivine, the livmg coal which dieth not; and though" it be 
smothered beneath the ruins of neglect, and "Wrong, and out­
r-age of all that would promote its growth, still it lives, capa­
ble of growth, when favourable circUJllBtances surround to ena;. 
ble it to develop. 

Man should know this, then he will perceive the necessity of 
ootter social arrangements, so that proper circumstances may 
s111T0und all ; for when one suffers ail feel the wrong, because 
ma.a is a unity, the children of one common father who loves 
them all. 

Man n~s more knowledge of his own nature, physical and 
spiritual, and as he investigates, he will progress if he will but 
give heed to the information that he may receive. 

To . a Lady from her Sister, May 13. 
My Dear Sister-You came here very skeptical, but you 

have been unable to resist our influence. You are not so 
much disposed to denounce the matter as you were before 
you heard us talking to you. You could not resist the 
pleading voices of affeation, but were forced to yield. Think 
not our love for you has diminished by a residence in the 
spirit holne. It ik there purifie4 by sweet influences, and 
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blHDB into a. brighter and holier flame. We have our hea.rta 
and feelings lifted up in holy:adoration to the great and bene. 
fi.cent Creator of all things. We know and see his iafi.Dite 
love for his children ; and ours is kindled thereby into a. 
&Vonger and more lasting fire. We cannot communicate more 
to you now, but you have seen enough to give you something 
to think about, and base a lasting faith upon, ill what we have 
told you in the communica.tiona we have given to various per­
sons that have been here. Now this must satisfy you for this 
time. Done. 

To the surviving Brotlter and .Mother of the .Departed. 
Do not be afraid of me. I love you and all the rest of 

those near and dear to me while in the body. My dear bro­
ther, you have so little idea of spiritual existence, that you 
cannot appreciate that it is your brother now communicating 
with you ; though you feel curious to hear what purports to 
be from me. Doubt not, it is I, your brother, who has watched 
over you to influence you in the way of truth and goodness · 
for a long time. Yes, since I have been developed sufficiently 
to do so; hasten, my dear brother, make your conditions such 
that spirits can approach you, then they will descend and con­
verse sweetly with you much to your edification and comfort. 
I am with you ; see and know what you do and think. You 
all are in the presence of superior beings or spirits-and when 
people eome to know this great truth, they will walk with 
fear and trembling lest they do wrong and thus displease• 
those goo4 spirits who watch over ~them to lead them in the 

•Question. Do spirits become dipleased with the doings of the inhabi­
tants of eat1h 1 Ans. No_; the expreuion meets the condititllll of the in-
habitants of earth !t present. · 

' 
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ways of truth and rightness. • I have a word for dear mother; 
would that she were here. Oft ~have I tried to impress her 
with my presence, and to fold her lovingly in my embrace, 
and breathe into her spirit the sweet influence of spiritual pre­
sence. You .. mourn for your son ; he is not dead ; he liveth 
in new splendor and renewed life. Death is but the opening 
to life ; the escaping of the spirit from its clay tabernacle; 
and here it grows and expands through all the different 
spheres up in the presence of the great First Cause. My dear 
mother, pin not your faith on creeds or doctrines of faith. 
God is love ; he loves all his intelligent creation, and this 
love is sufficient to draw all who yield to its holy influence 
into the presence of the Great Father. This is an important 
lesson for you to learn ; not only for you but for a'l others. 
Now think of what I communicate to you. Let it sink deep 
into your mind. God is love j ·love him and love one another, 
and abide in a peaceful frame of mind. It will elevate your 
conditions so that the hovering spirits may manifest themselves 
to you ; · then you will not fear death, but patiently doing yo..­
work, wait for the opening of .the prison doors to waft you 
home, away to the spirit land. Done. 

THE USE OF SPmiTUA.L MANIFESTATIONS. 

The question is often asked, of what use are these manifes­
tations, even if they be true, and are all that is claimed for 
them 1 This question evidently arises out of a most profound 
ignorance of spiritual conditions. If the question were put­
of what use are not these manifestations, in every particular 

• Ques. Is it rightneae or righteousneBS t Ans. Rightne-. Quee. Ia 
that a word of your own coinins t Ans. It ia a right e:rpl'eelion. 

• 
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relative to temporal and spiritual existences 1 The answer 
might almost be " infinite." When mankind come fully to 
believe in these spiritual influences, and to duly appreciate 
them ; then will every one desire to secure such conditions, 
as to enable every family to have its medium, and thereby be 
enabled to consult the spirits, on every subject, on which 
truthful and reliable advice may be desired, whether great 
or small. 

We have on hand a large colleotton of communications giv. 
ing counsel and directions in almost every matter relating to 
the affairs of life ; these we had intended inserting, under this 
head, but as the work has already extended beyond the origi- · 
nal design, we are obliged to be content with giving a very 
few. They will, however, give some idea of the use and im­
portance of these phenomena. 

To a Lady from her Grand-mother. 

My Dear Grand-child-When we come to you, you should 
always talk to U!-then we would come oftener, and try to 
talk with you. The more we are t-alked to the better we can 
respond; it gives us more power to have you familiar with us • 
Last night I accomplished my purpose, although you do not 
know what it was, or how I brought things right. I cannot· 
tell you that now, but I want to have you know that much. 
good was then done. You had some agency in bringing about 
the result, but how, or in what way you ca~not know now. 
All you did, you did unconscioU!ly ; but it accompliahed the 
end, and that was all we wanted. We will always come when 
we can do good ; never be fearful of us, or afraid to question 
us. You should form a family circle as often as possible. You. 
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can adibit BODle friends as inembcrs. Now do as I say, and it 
1rill give us mdre power to do good. 

ThiS iad.y iS a practical medi1im and was awakened the 
night before by raps upon her foot. She had several ques­
tions answered very satiSfactorily. A day or two after this 
occurrence the spirit was consulted in reference to the charac­
ter of the evil that was about to befall the lady-when infor­
mation was obtained, that she would have been taken· very ill 
that night, and would not have lived. over . fourteen hoiirs. 
The nature and the cause of the illness was also given. And., 
from existing circumstances, there were good reaSons for be­
lieving that what had been communicated was true. 

Another circumstance occurred in which one of the JDediwns 
was concerned. She and some friends had been out one even­
ing ; and, on their return home stopped at the house of ano­
ther friend. The lady had no sooner taken a seat, than she 
went into the mesmeric state--when raps were heard, giving 
the signal for the alphabet. It was repeated, when the fol­
lowing important sentence was spelled out,. by raps. This 
occurred previo~lJ to the· discovery of any other mode of 
c.OJWDUDicatiug :--

" You must ta-b care of - ·- · -· - to-night ; she is 10 fall outi 
the window arid kill herself. She must remain whe~ she ii!J; 
t.Oollight." 

The spirirts were asked if she should be informed of the 
fact when ~nVitke. The answer was, "no!" 

She was not informed of the communication, bui yielded to 
the solicitations of her friends, and remained with the family 
during the night, and was secretly watched. She was observed 
in the night to get up-dress herself, and fgo down into the 
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·d.in.i»c f~W'- in the secqnd ilttley, ~iee the blinds of a wiQ..d<»w, 
and at~pted to rl!oise *h!3 windpw, wh~n she Wei!! takjjn hold 
of by those watching, and prevented nom proceeding farther. 
She was ill !Ul unusually ~ep sleep, frqm wl:ticb it was 4iffi­
cq]~ to aro~ her. Thj.s ()()OtUl'ed in the presence of several 
per~JlB &f ~~owledged veracity, D,lembera oC circle A, who 
can testify to the facts~ 

This lad7 Cor some yea~ previously, had been subject to at­
tacks of solllD&mbulism-and once before attell)pted to g~t oqt 
of a second story windo'f, but was prev~~d, ~ • Crie~d lfOO 
disoQv~r 41 time to avoi4 aoci4ent. 

ON PUNISHMENT. 

Received by a Clergyman. 
Would it be in accordance with infinite wisdom and good­

ness, for God to allow his children to do wrong all their lives 
without reprpof or punishment ; and after they leave the earth 
arraign tt..em beCore a throne of justioe, to answer for the- sins 
ef a lifetime, and administer punishment at that time 1 

Wht is the object of punishment 1 It is not given becalllfe 
GOO is ogry and wishes vengeance, but becawre it is for the 

· good of his children. 
It is t& reform man and make him do better. To do this, 

it must be felt at the time the wrong is done, and that will 
teach him better in future. It is because man has held up 
the wrong object of punishment, that it has lost much of its 
heneficial e:ftects. Those who oo wrong and have this mistaken 
view of punishment, regard it as one of the worst evils, instead 
ef which it should be regarded as a great blessing. All of 
God's punishments dow naturally from the offence. They 

7• 
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cannot therefore be regarded in the proper light, when looked 
upon as indications of wrath. For wrath is never consistent, 
as his punishments are. 

It should be the great object of earthly parents to imitate 
God in the raising of their children ; · for to do good punish­
ment should always appear to be inseparably attended on the 
offence. 

Parents should study God's law of government, and form . 
theirs likewise. It is a great duty and should not be neglect­
ed. No offence should be allowed to go ·unreproved; for 
slight offences at first, bring on greater ones, an~t is much 
easier to correct them at first, and should invariably be done. 
No parent fulfils his mission on earth unless this is strictly 
attended to. Done. 

To a .Mother from her Son. 

My Dear Mother-You do doubt that it is your son who 
now communicates with you. A new era has dawned on the 
world, through mediums. The spirits of your departed friends 
can converse with those they loved while on earth ; and if 
your conditions were of the right kind, I could communicate 
through you too. You have mourned for me ; do so no more· 
Your loss has been my great gain. My happiness is much 
greater than you can conceive of. Spirits are all happy ; and 
when you believe in spiritual manifestations, you will feel far 

, happier than you now do. Then you will not fear the threats 
. of hell and damnation that are preached to you: Such doc­
trine is wrong, and bad in its tendencies on the human mind, 
and has been the cause of much unbelief in the immortality of 
the soul, and infidelity to truth and rightness. Done. 
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The following instructs man in relation to his spiritual de­
-velopment. It is one of the first efforts at communicating by 
the new mode, viz :-by the inv'lluntary motion of the hand 
holding the pencil on paper : 

From a Father to his Son. 

To My Dear Son-1 have long wished to commuqjcate to 
• thee, though I left thee when a little boy, so young as not to 

feel a father's loss. Yet I have watched over thee, and often­
times impressed thee with a sense of spiritual presence, and 
breathed Qeet consolation to thy soul, and elevated thy 
thoughts to holiness and love. Thee feels curious to know 
about this, that purports to be spiritual communications, and 
why they come in this way. We have for a long time wished 
to communicate more directly with mankind than formerly. 

It requires a suitable spiritual and physical condition, be­
fore we can approach, impress or communicate through any 
one ; and there is now being developed a class of persons, 
whose conditions are preparing, so that we can control them, 
and thus communicate more directly by means of the alphabet 
card. But higher modes will yet be developed. Thou wUt 
naturally ask the object of all this 1 Why, my dear son, you 
have much to learn. Your nature is progressive. We come 
to teach you this-and to aid you to develop your spiritual 
powers. We come to teach you that G.:~d is love-that he 
loves all hi.'l intelligent creation, and is not vindictive-that 
the spirit of man is an emanation from his-that man is a 
unit-that his present social arrangements are wrong, and 
opposed to his best interests and happiness in life, and t.he one 
to come. We come to assist him in the development of all 
the higher and holier attributes of his nature, to perfect his 
social conditions, and to advance in wisdom and love,. to show 
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])im the beauties and glories ol creation, and the unbounded 
leve of our HeaTenly Father, to teach him to live rl8ht, as 
t~ only means of attaining an advanced degr!'le of happiness 
in the spirit home-that all spirits are happy, in different de­
grees, as they attain to goodness and truth, while in life-that 
his creeds and forms, and ceremonies, and cold sectarianism 

· Qre wrQng-.that he must come to God the fountain, and not • depend on the muddy streams of man's imagining, whioh has 
been the means of driving many intelligent minds to in1i­
delity-to truth and right. 

There is a beautiful chain of oause and efFect, thrO\l!hout 
creation, and God, spirit, men and matter. The relation of 
one to all, and each to every other, is governed by laws fiXed, 
and immutable, which, in the process of time, will be under­
stood and obeyed. Then willlu!nnony be peneoted, and man 
in uuiaon with all around Jilin. My son, investigate, and 
foUr researches will throw mueh light on your mind. 

TIIOUGHTS AT THE TIME OF DEATD:. 

It not unfrequently occurs that we stand aropnd the dying 
beds of OUr friends and relatives, and witn!JS8 in their expiring 
moments, efforts to co~UJ}icate something to us, which they 
are unable to do. Those UJlexpressed thoughts we rega,rd as 
!!S.cred heri~ges, of whic~ we ~ave been deprived, by the 
stem mandates :or unrelenting fate. The destre continues 
with us, during the remembrance of the departed, to know 
what were the last thoughts of the loved ones gone, This 
desire bas never, until ~cently, been gratified. These 
thoughts are now freely C()mmunicated, and great satisfaction 
is thereby afforded-even l<mg after th()se organs, that would 

. have g.iven the1n utterance, shall h~ve mouldered away jn the 
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cold and gloomy grave, and· mingled with the kindred ele­
ments of their mother earth. 

The following short, communication, was received by a 
lady m this city' with feeliDge of painful satisfaction. It is 
from the spirit of a most intimate friend, who died in a 
neighboring city. The deceased, had frequently, during her 
illness, exproBSed a wish to see her friend-to communicaw 
aomething to her, but this she was unable to do. Some 
months after her death, the friend, in the presence of a me. 
dium, asked if the spirit of -- -- was present. An affir­
mative answer was obtained. She then requested to be in­
formed of the nature of the communication, she desired to 
make before she left the world. The request was granted, 
the spelling being done by raps. The full name was spelled 
at the close of the. communications. 

"My Dear Friend-! wished to see thee before I left your 
world. I wished to make you acquainted with my troubles. 
My husband used me badly. If it had not been for that dose 
of poison, I should have been with you yet." 

From the same to the same.-Spelltd out by the Card through 
another .Medium • 

. My ])ear Friend-! left the world under unpleasant circum­
stances. My spirit was bowed down with trouble; and I 

. thought many of my dearest friends had forsaken me, or 
cared nothing for me. Now I can see with clearer eyes-1 
can see the motives that actuated all of my friends. Some 
did not act right; but I can see how they were led on to do 
and think aa they did, and I cannot judge them harshly. My 
spirit is now free from its former imperfections, and can see 

• 



wi:lrkiDgil or the unchangeable laws of God that govern the 
universe. Had my friends been more enlightened in regard 
to these matters, they ·would, they could not have dGRe as 
they did. We wish now to instruct man in regard to these 
-things ; tfm. :he . may obey the lawa of his being and lwe ia 
aoeord&nce witlh them, and thus make all around him ha})Py, 
instead of making them miserable, by entertaining erronemis 
ud suspioio1l8 notionlf. When mall learns this, he will try to 
surround hialself with conditions favourable to his advan08!­
ment, nor will be &rget the interests of others likewise. 
Thea will ·there be harmony indeed. My dear friend, I am 
often Witli you, and will try to impress you with some of these 
high truths, so that you may never be the means of cauaiDg 
unhappiness to any, by your· feelings. Imitate us; we bear , 
no suspicious thoughts of our companions. We understaud 
each other fully-there can be no danger of mistakes, when 
such is the case ; but love shall flow ·peacefully and calmly 
with nothing to interrupt its beautiful course. Think of this, 
and try to live like us, and great shall be your happiness. 

.. 

Done. June 19. 

The following are of a. very di1Ferent character. And a.s 
the foregoing they were given in answer to similar inquiries : 

From tke Spirit of a .Motlur to her Daughter. 

My Dear Daughter-After I was unable to speak, my in­
ternal vision was oponed, and I saw around my bed the spiri!JJ 
of my deceased relatives, and they gave me many messages of 
love, and my spirit grew exceedingly happy, and I strove to 
tell all my friends with me, how lovely every thing appeared 
to me ; for I could then faintly see the brilliant home to 
which my lovely companions were waiting to guide me • 
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To a Grand-daughter from the Spirit of her Grand-mother. 

In this case the dying relative endeavored to communicate 
. something which was supposed to be relative to a domestic 

matter, in which she had been deeply interested; but it a~ 
peared from the following, that a different theme moved her 
to make the effort to speak. 

"You are mistaken in reference to what I was going to say 
to you. I was going to tell you not to grieve for me, for I 
saw how much happiness I was about to enioy. Bright spirits 
had visited me and disclosed to me some of the beauties of 
my future home. I was so overpowere.d with joy, that I 
wished to impart some of it to you, to cheer you in your grief, 
but I was unable to do it, for my strength failed me com­
pletely, and I could say no more. At some_Cuture time I will 
give you a faint idea of our lovely home.'' .May 9, 1851. 

A lovely young lady died of consumption in the twenty-first 
year of her age. During her last moments, her lips were ob­
served to move, and a serene smile to settle on the counte­
nance. At the close of a most beautiful spiritual c!ommunica­
tion to her mother, in reply to the question-" What were 
your last words 1"' The following sentence, gratifying to the 
mother and surviving sister was spelled out :-

" 0! glorious visions burst on my sight ; joy, joy, joy eter­
nal awaits me. I go rejoicing.'' 

Hints to a .Medium from her Guardian Spirit. 

Be still and passive ; seek and you will find, investigate for 
the truth, and you will discover it in due season. Make not 
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up your mind too hastily, or your conclusions may be wrong • 
. All cannot be learned in a day. Man's nature is progressive; 
so is nature ; all things tend to more perfection. There is 
beauty and harmony around you, that your coarser perceptions 
have not taken cognizance of, which will be plain when your 
views are more exalted and expanded. So be passive; which 
does not mean to close your minds to the investigations of 
phenomena that is going on ~around you, but not to set up 
your own prejudiced opinions as right, without a proper re­
gard to evidence, that will be offered to those who investi­
gate fearlessly to discover the truth. 

From a Brother to his Sisters, in relation to a great Enter­
prize in which they are about engaging-One of the Sis­
ters being the .Medium. 

Think you of the future, of what and how it will be with 
you. A great work is yours ; be ye staid, and cool, and 
calm. Let part of your preparation be fixedness of purpose, 
devotion to truth, willingness to investigate, and ever ready 
to learn of nature as revealed in life-the invisible spiritual 
life, as well as the coarser forms. New scenes of beauty will 
constantly unfold to your vision, and you will increase in 
knowledge and wisdom ; and above all cultivate love and 
harmony among each other ; then will guardian spirits be 
with you, watching over your vision, imparting much that 
will be of great benefit to you, in your walk in life. 

Be fixed and staid, yet ever ready and willing to investi­
gate ; thus will you progress onward in the march of improve­
ment, and be of use in your day and generation. 
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.!in Imntation to the .Medium to take a .Morning Walk. . 

Come taste the morning breeze, as it wafts along, bearing 
· the sweet perfume from flowers, unfolding in the shady nooks, 
and by the running stream&. Come wander forth, inhale the 
richneas of the hour, when the glorious sun first peeps over 
theborizon and pours his flood of light upon creation, waking 
to life and beauty tiny sportive creatures. Oh, the mellow 
light! what richness it imparts to leafand flower, and flowing 
streams and plains, and luxuriant forest. Come at this hour, 
and l>e refreshed ; the outward by the freshness around thee, 
and the inward borne by the surrounding scenes to its proto­
type, in the invisible, the p~er life, yet not understood by 
coarser thought. A fitting time is this for holy teachings ; 
to impress thee with such truths as are in . keeping with the 
hour-purity and beauty, fidelity and truthfulness. The 
world around :whispers of these, and profit thou by the lesson. 

A WORD OJ' ENCOURAGEMENT. 

Stay thy purturbation ; be calm and self-possessed ; and let 
thy noble bearing impress all around thee, with the cool sere­
nity of thy feelings. As the sun placidly sinks to rest, re­
flecting in its wake, its radiant beams, tinging the varied 
cloulds, which clustermourningly around its departing glory­
so let thy life ebb away, reflecting on every side deeds of be­
nevolence and looks of love, to cheer and warm into happy 
sunshine, beings aro1md thee. ·And when thy life is spent in 
this shadowy world, to awaken into the one of substance and 
unfading glory, thou mayest be remembered for the radiance 
of thy life. A kind word fitly 8poken may lighten human 
wOe, may awaken tender feelings, may give a new impulse to 

8~ 



generous feelings, and lihus strengthen the resolves of aome 
weak brother, to renew.d diligence in the cultivation of cor­
rect sentiment and exalted truth. You do not properly esti­
mate your smiles aad frons ; how the one may bless and the 
other shade in gloom some obllel'Vant mortal, who from either 
may catch an impression, that may give tone to the future life. 
Done. 

Upon a certain occasiGn, one of the mediums was about to 
start out to see a friend, from whom she anticipated a rebuke 
for her connection with the subject of spiritual m&Difestationa. 
She was at a loss in her mind to know how to meet it, when 
all of a sudden her hand commenced the convulsive motion 
with unusual violence. The card was taken, and the follow­
ing spelled out. She followed the co1lllllel, and left her 
friend in a better state of mind than she found him. 

Be wary, be wise, let truth guide your tongue, 
Then all things will work to your interest and right ; 
Thus armed, you will meet the conflicts of life, 
In meekness and firmness, above all strife ; 
But dignity and graee, your mo.fements should govern, 
And tru'h then will triumph over error and wrong. 
Be wary and prudent, be centred and staid, 
Not turned from the right, nor swerved from the true; 
For truth, is true in its nature, no fiction of man, 
.To be turned and twisted to suit his caprice, 
BU stable and firm, immutable, fixed 
By the wisdom of God, in the nature of things, 
Heed your impressions, as stamped on your mind 
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In wisdom ; by spirits who watch every action and thought, 
'l'o cheer, to gnide, to direct in the way of wisdom 
And·truth. To breathe into your soul the sweetest. 
lmpreeaious that mori.6ls e'er Dagaerreotyp'd, while 
In file they remaiJl ; yea, soones of the spirit home 
Reilected they are, to give you a foretaste of the b~ 
And the joys, that in those heavenly spheres, 
Continually swell trom the o'edlowing fouutains 
Of wisdom and l<~ve. 
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MAN BE THOU IN UNISON WITH NATURE. 

Spelled out by the Spirits, as the other Communicolions. 
The Mediums do not stand responsible for any productions 
thoJ come through the Card-neither do t!uy claim any 
merit.. It is an involuntary physical act on their part, in 
which they have no mental agency whatever. 

Holy influences around thee gather, 
All unseen, yet calmly mould thy mind, 
In forms of thought, so delicate and pure, 
They ~eem as emanations from the 
Spirit land ; and so they are, bright 
Emanations, to allure thee to the good 
And true ; thus wooing thee from earth, 
Ita cares and joys, to those allied to heaven. 
All nature swells with music soft and rich, 
Borne upwards from the gergeou• mountain, 
Luxurieus plains, and softly flowing streama; 
From the winged worshippers, and frem 
The tongues of thousand tiny creatures, that 
Luxuriate in golden sunshine for a season brief, 
All in harmonious concord .well the finer notes, 
The mighty ocean playing for the b11111 
Upward it swella. 0 nature's music, 
To join the chorus of the spheres ! 
Oh! man wilt thou be mute 1 Nay, list, 
List and catch the strains, antl soar thy feelings 
Up in unison with all around thee. 
Oh ! list, for eTer near thee kind and happy 
Spiritl whisper ot Ion and truth, to woo 
Thee to themselves. Ope thy mental eye, 
List with thy mental ear, and thou wilt 
Percei'l'e a new creation roUBd thee, 
Of beauty, which thy' mortal eye has 
Ne'er beheld. Spirits disembodied of their 
Clay, in numbers cluster, in joyous brightness, 
Near thee, and all the fairer forms of 
Creation, thou can'st see-the substance 
Of which the outward world is but the shadow• 
Then haste thee to exalt thy own condition, 
And be in unison with all around thee, 
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A COLLOQUY WITH THE SPmrrs BY MEANS OF 
THE CARD. 

HELD WI'I'll HARMONJAL OJRCLB, D. 

Reply to a Remark made during Conversat·ion. 

"When the natural death of the body occurs, it is cal;lll8d 
PY the spirit gradually leaving the body ; but !ew such deaths 
occur. When the body is oppressed by ~iseaae, the s,pirit is 

· forced to leave it. When death is natural, there is not the 
least suffering. Violations of the laws which God has estab­
lished, aloJJe produce ~e#ng." 

Question.-Is it true. tha,t man once l~ved ~be frot;a five 
Jmnd.red to eight hundred years old !Uld upw~lls 1 

.llnswer .-Yes. . 
Q. Could man live to such ages at the present time, if he 

did not violate the laws of nature 1 
.11. No; the spirit is more developed than at that time. 
Q. Is the physica,l condition of man inferior now to wh"t it 

was formerly1 
.9.. No ; it is more perfected. 
Q. Does physical suffering retard spiritual development 'J 
.II. No. 
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Q. Then man was not made, originally, as perfoot physi­
cally and spiritually as he is now 1 

.11. No; many changes have taken place; he has progressed 
in his physical being with his spiritual development. 

Q. Has the physical condition of the earth improved 1 

.11. Yes. 
Q. Will the earth ever be destroyed 1 
.11. No; it will pass through many changes, before it will 

become in a degree perfected. These changes will be made 
more gradually than those which occurred in ages past. 

AT ANOTHER TIME. 

Q. Will you give us satisfactory evidence that you are 
good spirits 1 

.11. When you cease to believe in bad spirits. When spirits 
appear evil 'tis the only way to bring some persons to a con­
dition to be infiuenced, and ultimately to believe, and in the 
end will be for their good. 

Q. Are spirits generally acquainted with each other1 
.11. In the same sphere most are. Spirits are not acquainted 

with each other in different spheres. 
Q. Can spirits appear in different places at the same time 1 
.11. Not as you understand it. They move as thought passes, 

and go where love calls. 
Q. Are spirits conscious of events passing at a distance, as 

well as near 1 
.R. If harmony unites them with the thought. 1 
Q. Can spirits pass from one planet to another at pleasure 1 
.11. They pa.3s through space; all the universe is visited by 

them. 
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The follcnriug was in reply to 80Dle re:mark Dl&lle in the 
circle:-

" God -and nature are not the same. God is the creating 
power-all nature is his work. The creating power is not the 
thing created." 

Q. Have tho clergy any faith in spiritual manifestations~ 
./1. Many have, but they fear it, lest it would destroy their 

power over mankind. They do not understand the truths the 
, spirits utter. 

Q. Will the spirit of my particular friend, who left this 
world some time since, communicate to me 1 

.11. Cannot impress her with the thought. 
Q. Why not'J 
./1. She has been in the Bpirit land but a very short time.• 
Q. What shall we say in reply to skeptics, who denounce 

spiritual manifestations as a humbug~ 
.11. Tell all to examine; and all who come ,in candor 'Will 

e'fentually become convinced. Those who have eyes and will 
: not see, are blind indeed ; no truth can be pereeived by them. 

Q. What evidence han we of the manifestations U.ing 
spiritual~ 

./1. You know they are. Your own Bpirits are impreued 
with this truth. Education and fear prevents your perceiving 
it. Endeavour to enter the interior state ; you can then per­
ceive truth. Withdraw from the outer world-let not your 
affections for the outward, darken your spiritual perceptions. 

• The body of Cba penon alluded to bad been bowled but a few ho11JW 
prnioo• to the time the qaaation~ were pot ; which fact wu unknown to 
any one preaent, except the qoeltioner. 
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Q. Is it the spirit of one who once lived in the flesh, who 
1?-GW guides the Dl6dium'• hand 1 

.4. It ia her C.ther. 
Q. Is this the best mode in which it can commUDieate' 
.4. At p~sent it is. 
~· Wh.y p.o~ ll9Jn1J1VJ1ic~te thrO'!lg~ ~~~ o~r ~J"'J()n pre­

sep.t 1 
.!1. Observe well what is told you. We can-~~~ 

qp.Jy thrqug}l Ulose wl!o~ -~~~ric~ · ®~!litW:q ~n~les -~ to 
manifest ourselves. Tl!.js @;n.q.it~QP.- i" F~ducecJ py JP'If ~ 
coming passive an~ suh~ttmg J"QJlltJE!lvel! to ~QG iduenee of 
spirits. This you have been unwilling to do, Some ol you 
fe~(ld ~· {}ellijl jn co:Qficl!!noe · to us, fearing no eviL This 
~ust Pe y~\11' ~t>Qdi"on be~J'e we ClloB approach you. Give 
this as an answer to all who doubt spiritual :ma.nifestati.ons. 

Q. In what respeet is her oonditiOn mo11e fav.ovable t.ban 
oihers1 

.B.. We have he:r mtder ·oar ini-oonoe, by having developed 
;her. You condition repels us; we cannot fvther explain. 
You cannot yet understand the laws which govern eu:r IOJR­

. municatio:BfJ with YtRI· 

.llnswer to some Remark not noted. 

" What ~()re do you want 1 We cannot as yet re~~od yolJl' 
thoughts clearly. The medium must feel your thovgbtll. 

Q. Has she been changed by your operations 1 
.(1. Yes. 
Q. Is it in· her mental, moral, or physical conditions 1 
.!1. In all she must be ch~8ll4, l>efQre we can o~~~. 

-



Q. When a question is. wed, do you heat it; or do you 
perceive it through the mind of the mediun:i 1 

.11. We perceive it., if it is f:teel;t iinpresaed on your minds, 
and if we can harmonize with yo11. If not, we muat percei\'e 
it through the mind of the medium. 

Q. Do you impress the idea you wish to couimllllicate on 
the brain of the inedium1 

.11. Yes ; it is the seat of thought. 
Q. Do you m:ove her hand independent of any effect on tae 

nervous system 1 
./l, No; i• is through the nervous system; it is iti a highly 

electrical condition. 
Q. Why do not men beeome mediums as frequently as 

women1 
.11. Their mental and physical conditions are different. 

Men are not so susceptible to electrical in1luence. 
Q. Which has the best intellect, men er women'! 
.11. Women are the more spiritual. 
Q. Are healthy persons more susceptible than invalids'! 
.11. Yes. 
Q. Do those who are in delicate health become mediUms 

more readily than those in health, conditions being equ_al)y 
favorable • 

.11. No. 
Q. Do you know our ages,&c. '! . . 
.11. When we harmonize with you, we perceive all. the con­

ditions of your existence. 
AT ANOTHER MEETING. 

The two following replies were received in answer to some 
remarks which were then being read in Davis :-

"if ilpirits have lately left the body, they may give contra­
dictory statements." 



COiiLOQtJY. WlTil TID ll'miTS. 

. " If they have lately left. tho body they are bound by sym. 
pathy with those_in the body." 

In R'-ply to otlur Remarks. 
"They come to establish a more pert'ect_order of sooiai in­

tercourse." 
Q. Does the character of the communication depend on the 

moral and intellectual or electrical and physical cOJidition of 
the medium 1 

.11. They can communicate through low mediums, by means 
of their guardian spirits ; but the character of the communica-· 
tion will be il1 accordance with the mediums. A particular 
electrical condition is required. 

In Reply to Remarks. 
" Man is the highest intellectual existence ·on the earth, 

but there are other existences, of a more _highly intelligent 
order." 

Q. Are they in other planets than our own 1 
.11. Some are--others are spiritual only, and exist only in a 

spiritual state. 
Q. In what planets are they 1 
.11. In those in which nature's .laws are the most fully· de­

veloped. 
Q. Are guardian spirits particularly appointed to watch 

over particular persons·1 
.11. Yes; God governs the universe. 
Q. Is that appointment made because love and harmony 

had existed between them while on earth 1 
.11. Not in all cases; where the most harmony exists in 

spirit. 
Q. Can spirits visit and watch over any one they may wish 

to on earth 1 · 
.!1. Yes. 



OOLLOQUY WITH THE SPIRITS. 

Q. Is there not a principle in us that will teach us what is 
right, independent of a guardian apirit? 

.11. Yes. 
Q. Sometimes we have ·impressionS of danger near; and 

· are thus enabled to shun it. Is that impression made by our 
guardians, or is it a law of nature 1 

.11. The spirits who watch over you perceive the dangers 
surrounding you, and in some cases are enabled to impre88 
you. God governs through the spirits. You forget this 
truth. 

Q. Would it be right to worship spirits 1 
.11. No, no, no! 

AT A MEETING OJ! OIROLE D, JULY 10, 1851. 
Q. Will you tell us what spirit is 1 
.11. It is an emanation from the eternal mind, or God. Its 

peculiar properties you cannot understand. All qualities 
possessed by the mind, when in a pure state still exist. Its 

· identity continues. By a peculiar electrical condition it is 
enabled to preserve its original organization. You cannot un­
derstand further. All the other peculiarities must be felt. 

Q. :Qoes the spirit exist previous to the birth of the body 1 
.11. Its independent existence commences at the period of 

v.iability. Life cannot exist without spiritual influences in 
the human organization. 

Q. Does the body develop the spirit 1 
.11. It develops the body. 
Q. Ia the spirit, matter, highly etherealized 1 
.11. No; its electrical combination is all that is material. 
Here follows a lengthy philosophical explanation, which is 

reserved for the next volum&; the publication of which is had 
in anticipation; which is designed to contain a higher order of 
communications. 
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DECEPTIONS. 

There are but few subjects embracing the elements of such 
universal interest as the one under consideration., that ha:ve 
not been burdened by the spirit of speculation ; and retarded 
in their course by mischievous deceptions, and imitative tricks, 
invented and practised for the purpose of gain, notoriety, or 
bobh. Even the purity of the Christian religion (has been so 
fa.r prostituted to this unholy purpose, tllat its true charader 
is but little regarded, and its holy teachings rendered matters 
of merchandise, to gratify the avaricious cravings of many of 
its professed admirers and advocates. Very early in its his· 
wry, one could be found, even among the original n-elve, 
sufficiently avaricious to make the body of his acknowiedged 
Lord an article of merchandise, and while the darkest, black­
est deception, reigned througout his whole being, he employed 
the insignia of love and·fidelity, to effect his wicked purpose. 
Is the spirit of speculation sufficiently rife now, to justify the 
suspicion that one out of every twelve of the professed disci­
ples and followers of Jesus might be led by it to commit simi­
lar acts 1 it is to be hoped not. If this be true in regard to 
a. matter avowedly so holy, and that too at so pure an era in · 
its history, is it at all surprising that one regarded as less 
sacred, should not be wholly exempt from like impediments 1 

-
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That there are deceptions practised in connection with these 
manifestations, in some regions many confidently affirm. But 
we are free to \lOnfess that we .are not aware of having been 
eaught in that kind of company. We think we can pass our 
time more profitably, and abundantly more agreeably, in the 
society of intelligent, honest, and truthful inquirers, than 
with dishonest deceivers, who would be willing to prostitute 
either this, or the Christian religion to the purposes of gain. 
The candid truth-seeking inquirer, has been peculiarly unfol·­
tunate in the means of prosecuting his investigations, sur­
rounded by such associations, and we would advise him to fol­
low the counsel before given ; leave them at once, and get up 
a circle from amongst those he can trust ; then he can avoid 
the tricks and deceptions about which we hear so much. And 
if all the conditions be observed, and all the laws governing 
the manifestations be complied with, the communications re­
ceived will seldom fail in being truthful and highly satisfac­
tory. But should the harmony be disturbed, the conditions in­
terrupted, and the laws governing the manifestations, rendered 
nugatory, by the presence or conduct of some dishonest, bigoted 
skeptic. all communications may cease ; or those obtained may 
not be relied on. Passivity of mind, with regard both to 
medium and circle, mutual confidence, love and harmony­
candor, and honesty of purpose, to arrf've at the truth, we re­
peat are indispensable conditions, and wit~out them, all efforts 
to get truthful responses or communications, will prove abor­
tive. They will be free and truthful, just in proportion to the 
state of these conditions. The skeptical intruder may by a 
single word or gesture, destroy the whole of these conditions ; 
and get his apparently untruthful answers, and boast of his 
having detected the "lying spirits," and chagrined lhe " rap- -
pers," &c.-and exult in his glorious achievement ; while all 

9 
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DECEPTIONII. 

he has, in reality, done, has been, to most egregiously deceive 
himBelf, by banishing from his presence the only means he can 
ever employ, to arrive at correct information in reference to 
the matter be professes to investigate. 

Were the laws governing these phenomena better under­
stood, and more closely observed by thoae professing to be 
candidly investigating, there would be less cause for dissatis­
faction among the circles themselves ; and less opportunitie11 
given for making these terrible exposurea, that ever and anon, 
make their appearance, threatening utter destruction and an­
nihilati6n to- the subject of spiritual manifestations. Let the 
laws governing the phenomena be studied more, and less im­
portance be attached to the phenomena themselves, and much 
greater progression would be made. We would further ob­
serve, that while passivity of mind, confidence, harmony, 
candor, and honesty of purpose are enjoined on those investi­
gating, let your scrutiny be severe and searching, close ancl 
critical. But allow your minds to be free from prejudice, 
and preconeeived opinions. Approach the subject as a jury 
approaches the case of an alleged criminal, and as you your­
self would desire to be approached, if arraigned, with your 
minds open and free, to receive evidence upon either sid·e, 
presuming the party jnnocent until his guilt is fairly shown. 
This- is a principle of law, based upon immutable justice-the 
ooly principle upon which a fair trial can be had. Have the 
spiritual manifestations ever been placed on trial before such 
a tribunal ? Let the language of the various reports, and the 
spirit of bitterness, and prejud·ice that runs through most of 
them, answer. 

Refo!e such a tn'lmnal, and by such minds, we court investi­
gation, the most rigid and searching that can: be instituted ; 
and we fear not the result. But to no other will we submit. 

--
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The frothy ebullition from narrow, bigoted, enslaved minds, 
that float upon the surface of public opinions, as verdicts 
against us, we neither respect nor desp~ ; but let them 
float along ; they answer a good purpose as bubbles for " chil­
dren of a larger growth" to play with, to keep them out of 
greater mischief. They have their use-we have no contro­
versy with them. But nevertheless, it is sometimes difficult 
for one who has fearlessly, and candidly investigated the sub­
ject, to repress a smile in view of the laboured efforts of 
these writers to caution the public against these alleged · 
gross and wicked impositions ; while they themselves are gul­
ling the community by their partial, one-sided productions, 
and thus by withholding the truth, and giving matters .false 
colouring, are practising a deception upon them equally 
heinous, with those they so zealously labour to suppress. 
Many of the facts they set forth, in regard to the apparent 
untruthfulness of the communications, and ineconcilable 
statements, they have witnessed, no one wishes to deny or 
conceal. Throughout the foregoing pages allusions are con­
tinually being made to them. They are frequently adverted 
to by the spirits themselves-and the cause of them freely 
given-and the means for avoiding them, invariably suggest­
ed, or urged upon those who are perple~ed and staggered by 
them. Until the objectors comply with the conditions offered 
in every particular, and thus fairly test the question by such 
compliance, their objections cannot be regarded as serious, 
by the honest searcher for truth. These things do occasion­
ally occur, and the labours of those investigating the subject, 
are, at this time, mainly directed to their removal. 

As regards the gross and wilful impositions, that are said 
to be intentionally practised on the simple and credulous, by 
designing and dishonest mediums, we must confe88 our entire 



100 DECEPTIONS. 

ignorance of any mch transactions; and must say, that credu­
lous indeed and stupid teo, mnst 118 these who have been so 
miserably duped by means so simple, and so easily detected. 
Such statements are llut pitiable compliments te the intelli­
gence of the oomm1lllities in which they are averred to have 
been practised ; as the doings of the mediums were public and 
open to the scrutiny of all. Those who have ever visited the 
circles in this city, and witnessed the various manifestations,. 
cannot but be struck with the utter want of candor and truth­
fulness of the statements, if those circles are conducted as 
they are here. Some of the stories they tell about the me­
diums, are grossly absurd, manifestly false, and supremely 
rediculous. There have been deceptions practised, occa­
sionally, at the circles in Philadelphia; and when detected,. 
the skeptical visitors present,. have alwa.ys been found to be 
the deceivers. They have tried to imitate the sounds, and in 
the early pa;rt of the investigations, sometimes passed them for 
real. But as the ear became acC118tomed to the true· ones, 
the counterfeits were readily detected by the circle, and the 
counterfeiters pointed out. And if \he 11rutb, in other places 
could be arrived at, there is· but little d&ubt, but that the­
impositions complained of, would be round to be practised by 
the very ones, who allege to ha.ve detected them, and who are 
now making such loud lamentations over them. 

Persons who have never been favoured with opportunities 
of witnessing the phenomena, and who have ereed~r and sects. 
and matters of religious faith to take care of-or who are~ 
fr-om other causes, disinclined te engage in the enquiry, may 
enter these gull-traps, that are set for them, and deceived 
themselves out of the due ex:eroise of their reason, and obser­
vation-that they may remain in blisst'W ignorance of the 
glorious truths that are being every where developed, in 
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neb rich profusion all around them: . .".But the honest and free 
inquirer will not .be deterred froixt:c~ging in the work; 
the free mind is not to be trammellecl)J·such means. Sec­
tarian bigotry, ignorance and falsehood): 'are seen lurking 
behind the curtain, in almost every scene -ii .~e alleged ex­
posures that have been m&de-and truth l11·Ulowed to have 
nry little part in the Dliserable dramas. · 

.· 
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HYMN-8:.-&UNG AT THE CIRCLES~ .. 
···. 

J;·. · .... 
· . •·.HYKN I.-Til& SiarU's OALL·· . . . 

· · • l : A voice from the spirit land, 
A voice from the .Uent tomb, 

Entreats with a sweet eommand, 
Brother eome home ! 

List, list ! 'tis a sister gone, 
Umeen, yet where'er I roam, 

She calla from her star lit throne 

• 

Brother come hom~! brother eome home ! 

2. At eve when the erimaGn west, 
Is dyed by the setting sun, 

She calls like a sister blest, 
Brother come home ,. 

Abroad' in the stilly night, 
A stranger-and all alone, 

·I hear through the misty tight, 
Brother come home ! 

3, In dreams of the midnight deep, 
When angels of mercy come. 

I startle to hear in sleep, 
Brother come nome ! 

When far from my father's hearth, 
I ssil o'er the white sea foam, 

I hear through the storm wi.nd' s mirtli·, 
Brother come home ! 

4. By sorrow and sin oppress'd 
She answen to every moan, 

Come where the weary rest, 
Brother, come home! 

Ah ! loved one, I haste to thee. 
Soon shall I reach my home, 

And there wilt thou welcome me, 
I come, I come ! I come, I come !" 

BROWN· 



HYXNS SUNG IN THE CIBOLJ:S. 

HYMN IJ.-HYHN 0!' BEJOIC I NG. 

See the glorious light is breaking, 
O'er the streamlet, hill and plain, 

From his slumber man shall waken, 
And arise to life again. 

Not long shall he slumber, 
And waste without number, 

The momeata that God, 
On him hath beltowed. 

Man has ever been progressing, 
Onward from his birth till now, 

Thus shall he advance his ststi11n, 
Till to him all things shall bow. 

Thus will it ever be, 
Thus shall man ever see, 

The God of his love, 
Work all things above. 

Now is the time when man shall see, 
The glory of his mission ; 

For now the time hu come, when we 
Can open clear his villion. 

Hark to the angel choir, 
Whieh doth of thee require, 

To fulfil th.r pert, 
With calm, willing heart, 

Now listen to the Heavenly tones, 
Down to thy home descending, 

And hearken to the voice of love, 
That in with them is blending. 

We will teach thee of God, 
Bvt not speak of his rod, 

For we wish to prove, 
The beauties eflove, 

When we oar mighty truths proclaim, 
Love shall sound throughout the sky, 

No man, shaH fear of rap, exist, 
None ehall from· his lllillter fty, 

Love ja the only beam, 
Thu wiU upon thee gleam; 

With smiles of pure joy, 
And free from aUoy. 
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June 17. 

IIYliNS SUNG IN TilE CIRCLES. 

Permitted buur Father'• will, 
We come with emilea of true love, 

W orting for thee, thi8 bl~ cbauge, 
Lifting thoughts to God above. 

We come here with pleasure, 
To bring thee a treasure, 

That with thee shall stay, 
Through eternity's day. 

And will not men our voice~~ heed, 
And buteo to aaaiat WI, 

By forming circles in their midst, 
And gathering to meet u& 

Not long they'll reai8t ua, 
But gladly will greet us, 
And then will they me, 
Toward thoee in the skies, 

HYHN m.-cANAAN. 

Afar rrom all these scenes of night, 
Unbounded glories rise, 

And realms of joy and pure delight, 
Unseen by mortal eyes. 

Fair Spirit land !-could mortal eyes 
But half ita charms explore, 

How would our spirits long to ri8e, 
And dwell on earth no more. 

No cloud those blisaful regions know, 
Realms ever bright and fair ! 

For sin, tha source of mortal woe, 
Can never enter there. 

Oh may the heavenly proapect fire, 
Our hearts with ardent love ! 

Till wings of faith and strong d,esire, 
Bear every thought ahove. 

Prepare us Lord, by grace divine, 
For thy bright courts on hi!fh ; 

Then bid our spirita ri8e, and join 
The chorus of the lky. 

SPIRITS. 
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HYMN IV.-DEVOTION. 

Descend from heaven, immortal dove, 
Stoop down and take us on thy wings, 

And mount, and bear us far above 
The reach of all terrestial things. 

Beyond, beyond the starry sky, 
Up where eternal a~~:es roll, 

Where holy pleasures never die, 
And fruits immortal feast the soul 

Behold, behold the countless th10ng, 
Arrayed in robes of spotless white, 

They sing in joy the thrilling song, 
And walk redeemed in love and lie;ht. 

U may we here in heart and tongue, 
Unite with that glad choir abo~e, 

,\nJ sing the everlasting song, 
Of glory to the Fount of Love! 

HYlllN V.-OROSII. 

Hail, sweetest, dearest tie that hinds, 
Our glowing hearts in one, 

Hail, sacred hope that tunes our minds, 
To sing what God bas done. 

It is the hope, the blissful hope, 
Which Gospel grace hath given, 

The hope when days and years are past, 
We all shall meet in heaven. 

What thsJUgh the northern winds arise, 
And howl around our cot, 

Or though beneath the southern skies, 
Be cast our earthly lot; 

Yet atill we share the blissful hope, 
The Saviour's Grace hath given, 

The hope when days and years are past, 
We all shall meet in heaven. 

From eastern shores, from northern lands, 
From western hill and plain, 

From 110uthern climes, the brother-bands, 
May hope to meet again, 
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It is the hope, the blissful hope, 
Which lov!' divine hath given, 

'J'he hope when life and time are o'er, 
We all shall meet in heaven. 

No hope deferred, no parting sigh, 
That blessed meeting knows; 

There friendship beama from every eye, 
And hope immortal grows, 

It is the hope, the precious hope, 
Which boundleas grace hath given, 

The hope when time shall be no moe.,, 
We all shall meet in heaven. 

HY~IN Vl.-liUHLENBERU. 

I would not 'ive alway; I ask not to stay, 
\Vhere storm after storm, rises dark e'er the way, 
The fow lurid mornings that dawn on us here, 
Are enough for life'• woes, full enough for ita cheer, 

I would not live alway; thus fettered by sin; 
Temptation without, and corruption within ; 
E'en the rapture of pardon is mingled with fears, 
And the cup of thanksgiving with penitent tears. 

Who, who would live alway, away from his God 
Away, from yon heaven, that blissful abode, 
Where the ruins of plellf!ure flow o'er the bright plains, 
And the noontide of glory eternally reigns. 

Where the saints of all ages in harmony meet, 
Their Saviour and brethren transported to greet; 
"While the anthems of rapture unceasingly roll, 
And the smile of the Lord is the life of the soul. 

HYMN VII.-JOltDAN. 

Lo, what a glorious sight appears, 
To our believing eyes, 

The former thinga have passed away, 
Aud eartb, and seil. and skies ! 
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}'rom hea<'en above, where God resides, 
That holy, happy place, 

The New Jerusalem comes down, 
Adorned with shining grace, 

The light of mercy, long obscured, 
Now dawn on earth again, 

For God himself in grace declares 
His dwelling is with men! 

His own eoft band shall wipe the tears 
From e<'ery weeping eye; 

And pains and 91'oans and griefs and fears, 
And death itself shall die ! 

How long, dear Saviour, 0 how long, 
Shall this h~ight hour delay 1 

Fly swifter round ye wheels of l.!me, 
And bring the welc.,me day. 

HYlllN VIII.-CUTHBERT. 

Oh! thou who driest the mourner's tear, 
How dnrk this world would be, 

If when deceived and wounded here, 
\\' l' could not fly to thee. 

The friends who in our sunshine live, 
When winter comes, are flown, 

And he who has but tears to give, 
Must weep those tears alone. 

But thou wilt heal that broken heart, 
Which, like theplanta that throw 

Their fragrance from the wounded part, 
Breathe sweetness out of woe. 

\Vl1en joy no longE'f soothes or cheers, 
Ami e'en the hnpe that threw 

A moment's sparkle o'er our teJrs, 
It dimmed and nnished too. 

Oh who wou!J bear life's stormy doom, 
llid uot thy wing of love, 

Come brightly wafting thro' the gloom, 
A peace branch from above. 

Thl'n ~orrow touched hy thee is bright, 
With more than rapture's my, 

A" darkness shows us worlds of light, 
\\' e never saw l•y day. 
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HYMN IX.-HINTON. 

The Lord is our shepherd, our guardian and guide ; 
Whatever we want, he will kindly provide, 
'fo sheep of his pasture, his mercies abound 
His care and protection his flocks will surround, 
The Lord is our shepherd-what, then, shall we fear ! 
Shall dangers atfrighten us while he is near. 
0, no-when be calls us, we'll walk through the vale, 
The shad9w of death llut our hearts shall not fail. • 
Afraid by ourselves to pursue the dark way, 
Thy rod and thy sta1T, our comfort and stay ; 
We know by the guidance, when otlce it iR past, 
To life and to glory it brings us at last. 
The Lord is become onr salvation and song ; 
His ble6Sings have followed us all our life long; 
His name will we praise. while he l~nds to us breath, 
Be joyful through life, and resigned in our death; 

HYMN X.-WQODBURY. 

How sweet to reflect on the joys that await u•, 
In yon blissful region, the haven of rest; 

Where glorified spirits, with welcome shall greet u•, 
And lead us to mansions prep.Jlred for the blest ! 

Encircled with light, and with glory enshrouded, 
Our happine~s perfect, our mind's eye unclouded. 

We'll bathe in the ocean of pleasure unbounded, 
And range with delight through the Eden of Low. 

While legions angelic, with harps tuned celestial. 
· 'Harmpniously join in the concert of prai~e. 

The saints as they come from the regions terre•tria I. 
In loud hallelujahs their voices will raiAC, 

Then songs to the I.amb shall re·cche through heaw11, 
Our souls wiil respond, to Immanuel he gh·en, 

All glory, all honor, all might and dominion, 
Who brought us through grace to the Ed,•n of J.o, "· 

· Then hail, blessed state, hail ye seraphs of glory, 
Y e angels of light, we'll soon meet you a hove, 

And join your full choir in rehearsing the story, 
Salvation from sorrow, through ransoming lo''''! 

Though prisoned in earth, yet by anticipation. 
A !ready our souls feel a sweet prelil>ation 

Of joys that "'..-ait u•, the joys of salvation. 
Heeerved for mankind in the Eden of Lm·~ ! 


